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gold  and  iil?»,  but  not  the  nuuei  of  otha  metals ; 
me  leaaon  of  which  prerogative  or  power,  as  it  ia  given 
by  my  lord  Coke,  i«,  becaute  money  can  be  made  of 
gold  and  silver,  but  not  of  other  metals. 

Pursuant  to  this  opinion,  halfpence  and  farthings 
were  anciently  made  of  silver,  which  is  evident  fh>m 
the  act  of  parliament  of  Henry  IV.,  ch.  4,  whereby  it 
is  enacted  as  follows  :  "  Item,  for  the  great  scarcity 
that  is  at  present  within  the  realm  of  England  of  half- 
pnee  and  farthings  of  silver,  it  is  ordained  and  esta- 
blished that  the  third  part  of  all  the  money  of  silver 
plate  which  shall  be  brought  to  the  bullion  shall  he 
made  into  halfpoice  and  fiurthings.*'  This  shows  that 
by  the  words  <<  halfpence  and  farthings  of  lawful 
money,*'  in  that  statute  concerning  the  passing  of 
poaoe,  is  meant  a  small  coin  in  halfpence  and  far- 
things of  silver. 

This  is  further  manifest  from  the  statute  of  the  9th 
Edward  III.,  ch.  3,  which  enacts  ^  ^at  no  sterling 
halfpenny  or  farthing  be  molten  for  to  make  vesKls,  or 
any  other  thing,  by  the  goldsmiths  or  others,  upon 
foiieiture  of  the  money  so  molten"  (or  melted\ 

By  another  act  in  this  king^s  reign,  black  money 
was  not  to  be  current  in  England.  And  by  an  act  in 
die  I  Ith  year  of  his  reign,  ch.  5,  galley  halfpence  were 
not  to  pass.  What  kind  of  coin  these  were  I  do  not 
know,  but  I  presume  they  were  made  of  base  metal. 
And  these  acts  were  no  new  laws,  but  further  declara- 
tions of  the  old  laws  relative  to  the  coin. 

Thus  the  law  stands  in  relation  to  coin.  Nor  is 
there  any  example  to  the  contrary,  except  one  in 
Davis^s  Reports,  who  tells  us  "  that  in  the  time  of 
Tyrooe*s  rebellion,  queen  Elizabeth  ordered  money  of 
mixed  metal  to  be  coined  in  the  Tower  of  London, 
and  sent  over  hither  for  the  payment  of  the  army, 
obliging  all  people  to  receive  it ;  and  commanding 
that  all  silver  money  should  be  taken  only  as  bullion ;'' 
that  is,  for  as  much  as  it  weighed.  Davis  tells  us 
several  particulars  in  this  matter,  too  long  here  to 
trouble  you  with,  and  *'  that  the  privy-council  of  this 
kingdom  obliged  a  merchant  in  England  to  receive 
this  mixed  money  fbr  goods  transmitted  hither." 

But  diis  proceeding  is  rejected  by  all  the  best  law* 
yers^  as  contrary  to  law,  the  pivy-council  here  having 
no  such  legal  power.  Ana  besides,  it  is  to  be  con- 
sidered tiiat  the  queen  was  then  under  great  difficulties 
by  a  rebellion  in  this  kingdom,  assisted  from  Spain  ; 
aiid  whatever  is  done  in  great  exigencies  and  danger- 
ous times  should  never  be  an  example  to  proceed  by 
in  seasons  of  peace  and  quietness. 

I  will  now,  my  dear  friends,  to  save  you  the  trouble,  ^ 
set  before  von,  in  short,  what  the  law  obliges  you  to 
do,  and  what  it  does  not  oblige  you  to. 

1st  You  are  obliged  to  take  all  money  in  payments 
which  is  coined  by  the  king,  and  is  of  the  English 
standard  or  weight,  provided  it  be  of  gold  or  silver. 

3dly.  You  are  not  obliged  to  take  any  money  which 
is  not  of  gold  or  silver;  not  only  the  halfpence  or 
fhrthtngs  of  England,  but  of  any  other  country.  And 
it  is  merely  for  convenience  or  ease  that  you  are 
content  to  take  them ;  because  the  custom  of  coining 
silver  halfpence  and  farthings  has  long  been  left  off, 
I  suppose  on  account  of  their  being  subject  to  be  lost 

Sdly.  Much  less  are  you  obliged  to  take  those  vile 
halfpence  of  the  same  Wood,  by  which  you  must  lose 
almost  eleven  pence  in  every  shilling. 

Therefore,  my  fKends,  stand  to  it  one  and  all ;  re- 
fuse this  filthy  tiash.  It  is  no  treason  to  rebel  against 
Mr.  Wood.  His  majesty,  in  his  patent,  obliges  no- 
body to  take  these  halfpence  :  our  gracious  prince  has 
no  such  ill  advisers  about  him ;  or,  if  he  had,  yet  you 
see  the  laws  have  not  left  it  in  the  kings  power  to  force 
us  to  take  any  coin  but  what  is  lawful,  of  right  stand- 
aid  gold  and  silver.  Therefore  you  have  nothing  to  fear. 


And  let  me  in  die  next  place  apply  myself  parti- 
cularly to  you  who  are  the  poorer  sort  of  tradesmen. 
Perhaps  you  mav  think  you  will  not  be  so  great  losers 
as  the  rich  if  theie  halfpence  should  pass ;  because 
you  seldom  see  any  silver,  and  your  customers  come 
to  your  shops  or  stalls  with  nothing  but  bra«,  which 
you  likewise  find  hard  to  be  got.  But  you  may  take 
my  word,  whenever  this  money  gains  footing  among 
you  you  will  be  utterly  undone.  If  you  carry  these 
halfpence  to  a  shop  for  tobacco  or  brandy,  or  any 
other  thing  that  you  want,  the  shopkeeper  will  ad- 
vance his  goods  accordingly,  or  eUe  he  must  break, 
and  leave  the  key  under  Uie  door.  "  Do  you  think 
I  will  sell  you  a  yard  of  ten-penny  stuff  for  twenty 
of  Mr.  Woods  halfpence!  no,  not  under  200  at 
least ;  neither  will  I  be  at  the  trouble  of  counting, 
but  weigh  them  in  a  lump.*'  I  will  tell  you  one  thing 
further,  that  if  Mr.  Wood's  inroject  should  take,  it 
would  ruin  even  our  beggars ;  for  when  I  give  a  beg- 
gar a  halfpenny,  it  will  quench  his  thirst,  or  go  a  good 
way  to  fill  his  belly;  but  the  twelfth  part  of  a  half- 
penny will  do  him  no  more  service  than  if  I  should 
give  him  three  pins  out  of  my  sleeve. 

In  short,  these  half^ce  are  like  the  ''accursed 
thing,  which,"  as  the  Scripture  tells  us,  "  the  children 
of  Israel  were  forbidden  to  touch."  They  will  run 
about  like  the  plague,  and  destroy  every  one  who  lays 
his  hand  upon  tlwm.  I  have  heard  scholars  talk  of 
a  man  who  told  the  king  that  he  had  invented  a  way 
to  torment  people,  by  putting  them  into  a  bull  of 
brass  with  fire  under  it ;  but  the  prince  put  the  pro- 
jector  first  into  his  braaen  bull,  to  make  the  experi- 
ment This  very  much  resembles  the  project  of  Mr. 
Wood;  and  the  like  of  this  may  possibly  be  Mr. 
Wood's  fate  ;  that  the  brass  he  contrived  to  torment 
this  kingdom  with  may  prove  his  own  torment  and 
his  destruction  at  last 

N.B.  The  author  of  this  paper  is  informed,  by  per- 
sons who  have  made  it  their  business  to  be  exact  iu 
their  observations  on  the  true  value  of  these  halfpence, 
that  any  person  may  expect  to  get  a  quart  of  two- 
penny ale  for  thirty-six  of  them. 

I  desire  that  all  families  may  keep  this  pi^r  care- 
fully by  them,  to  refresh  their  memories  whenever 
they  shall  have  further  notice  of  Mr.  Wood's  half- 
pence, or  any  other  the  like  imposture. 


LETTER  THE  SECOND. 
TO  MR.  HARDING.  THB  PRINTER. 

On  occasion  of  a  psn|trmph  iu  his  Newsmpsr  of  Aug.  1»  1T$4« 
reUtiag  to  Mr.  Wood*i  Hslf^Mooe. 

August  4, 1724. 
In  your  Newsletter  of  the  1st  instant  there  is  a  para- 
graph, dated  firom  London,  July  35,  relating  to 
Wood's  halfpence ;  whereby  it  is  plain,  what  I  foretold 
in  my  letter  to  the  shopkeepers,  &c.,  that  this  vile 
fellow  would  never  be  at  rest ;  and  that  the  danger  of 
our  ruin  approaches  nearer;  and  therefore  thekiug* 
dom  requires  new  and  fresh  warning.  However,  I 
take  this  paragraph  to  be,  in  a  great  measure,  an  im- 
position upon  the  public ;  at  least  I  hope  so,  because 
1  am  informed  that  Wood  is  generally  ois  own  news- 
writer.  I  cannot  but  observe  from  that  paragraph 
that  this  public  enemy  of  ours,  not  satisfied  to  ruin  us 
with  his  trash,  takes  every  occasion  to  treat  this  king- 
dom with  the  utmost  contempt.  He  represents  several 
of  our  merchants  and  traders,  upon  examination  before 
a  committee  of  council,  agreeing  that  there  was  the 
utmost  necessity  of  copper  numey  here  before  his 
patent ;  so  that  several  gentlemen  have  been  forced  to 
tally  with  their  workmen,  and  give  them  bits  of  cards 
sealed  and  subscribed  with  their  names.  What  then  I 
If  a  physician  prescribe  to  a  patient  a  dram  of  physic, 
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■hall  «  meal  apotbecary  cram  him  with  a  pound,  and 
mix  it  up  with  poison  f  And  is  not  a  landlord's  hand 
and  seal  to  his  own  labourers  a  better  security  for5«.  or 
Ids.  diaxi  Wood*s  brass,  ten  times  below  the  real  value, 
can  be  to  the  kingdom  for  108,000iL  f 

But  who  are  these  merchants  and  traders  of  Ire- 
land that  made  this  report  a(  the  utmost  necessity  we 
are  under  for  copper  money  9  They  are  only  a  few 
betiayeis  of  their  cxnuitry,  confederates  with  Wood, 
from  whom  they  are  to  purchase  a  great  quantity  of  his 
coin,  perhaps  at  half  the  price  that  we  are  to  take  it, 
and  vend  it  among  us  to  the  ruin  of  the  public,  and  their 
own  poriTate  advantages.  Are  not  these  excellent  wit- 
nesses, upon  whose  mtegrity  the  fate  of  die  kingdom 
asust  depend,  evidences  in  their  own  cause,  and 
thaicn  in  diis  work  of  iniquity  f 

If  we  could  have  deserved  the  liberty  of  coining  for 
omadves  as  we  formerly  did, — and  why  we  have  it 
not  is  everybody's  wonder  as  well  as  mine, — ^ten  thou- 
sand pounds  might  have  been  coined  here  in  Dublin  of 
only  one-fifth  ImIow  die  intrinsic  value,  and  this  sum, 
with  the  stock  of  halt^ce  we  then  hail,  would  have 
been  soffieient.  But  Wood,  by  his  emissaries,— ene- 
mias  to  God  and  this  kingdom, — has  taken  care  to 
boy  up  as  many  of  our  old  halfpence  as  he  eould,  and 
hm  tfaenoe  the  present  want  of  change  arises ;  to  re- 
mo^  which  by  Mr.  Wood's  remedy  would  be  to 
cure  a  scratch  on  the  finger  by  cutting  off  the  arm. 
But,  supposing  there  were  not  one  farthing  of  change 
in  die  whole  nation,  I  will  maintain  that  25,000/. 
would  be  a  sum  fully  suflBcient  to  answer  all  our  occa- 
sions. I  am  no  inconsideiuble  shopkeeper  in  this 
town.  I  have  discoursed  with  several  of  my  own  and 
other  trades,  widi  many  gentlemen  both  of  city  and 
coontry,  and  also  with  great  numbers  of  farmers,  cot- 
tagers, and  labourers,  who  all  agree  that  2s.  in  change 
for  every  family  would  he  more  than  necessary  in  all 
dealings.  Now,  by  the  largest  computation  (even 
brfbiv  that  grievous  discouragement  of  agriculture 
which  has  so  much  lessened  our  numbers),  the  souls  in 
this  kingdom  are  computed  to  be  one  million  and  a 
half;  which,  allowing  six  to  a  family,  makes  250,000 
fimflica,  and,  consequently,  2«.  to  each  family  will 
amoaat  only  to  25,000/. ;  whereas  this  honest,  liberal 
hardwamoan.  Wood,  would  impose  upon  us  above 
ibor  times  that  sum. 

Vour  paragraph  relates  further,  that  sir  Isaac  New- 
ton reported  an  assay  taken  at  the  Tower  of  Wood's 
metal,  by  which  it  appears  that  Wood  had  in  all  re- 
syecti  upifoiujed  his  contract  His  contract! — With 
whom  f  Was  it  with  the  parliament  or  people  of  Ire- 
land I  axe  not  they  to  be  tne  purchasers  t  But  they 
dales^  abhor,  and  rqect  it,  as  corrupt,  fraudulent, 
saingissi  with  dirt  and  trash.  Upon  which  he  grows 
angry,  goos  to  law,  and  will  impose  his  goods  upon  us 


Bat  yoar  Newsletter  says  that  an  asaay  was  made  of 
the  cosa.  How  impudent  and  insupportable  is  this ! 
Wood  takoB  cara  to  ooin  a  doien  or  two  halfpence  of 
good  anetal,  sands  diem  to  the  Tower,  and  they  are  an- 
piofed ;  and  these  must  answer  all  that  he  has  already 
cflined  or  shall  coin  for  the  future.  It  is  true,  indeed, 
that  a  gentletnan  ofleii  sends  to  my  shop  for  a  pattern 
of  stair ;  I  cut  it  fairly  off»  and,  if  he  likes  it,  he 
consB,  or  aaMla,  and  compares  the  pattern  with  the 
whole  piaea,  and  probably  we  come  to  a  bargain.  But 
if  I  weia  to  buy  a  hundred  sheep,  and  the  grasier 
shonld  bring  me  one  angle  wemer,  fat  and  well 
fWsKd,  by  way  of  vattcm,  and  expect  the  same  price 
roaad  lor  tbe  whale  hundred,  without  suffering  me 
to  sBs  them  belbre  ha  was  paid,  or  giving  me  good 
sMUuil)  to  featoca  mj  money  for  those  that  were 
Icaa,  or  ohoRi,  or  scabby,  I  would  be  none  of  his 
I  have  heard  of  a  man  who  had  a  mind 


to  sell  liis  house,  and  therefore  carried  a  piece  of  brick 
in  his  pocket,  which  he  showed  as  a  pattern  to  en- 
courage purchasers;  and  this  is  directly  the  case  in 
point  with  Mr.  Wood  s  assay. 

The  next  part  of  tbe  paragraph  contains  Mr.  Wood  s 
voluntary  proposals  for  preventing  any  further  ob- 
jections or  apprehensions. 

His  first  proposal  is,  *'  That  whereas  he  has  already 
coined  17,000/.  and  has  copper  prepared  to  make  it  op 
40,000/.,  he  will  be  content  to  coin  no  more,  unless  the 
BXioxifciEs  OP  TRADE  BiQuiRB  IT,  although  liis  pa- 
tent empowers  him  to  coin  a  far  greater  qxiantity." 

To  which  if  I  were  to  answer,  it  should  be  thus : — 
"  Let  Mr.  Wood,  and  his  crew  of  founders  and  tinkers^ 
coin  on,  till  there  is  not  an  old  kettle  left  in  the  king^ 
dom, — let  them  coin  old  leather,  tobacco  pipe  clay,  or 
the  dirt  in  the  street,  and  call  their  trumpery  by  what 
name  they  please,  from  a  guinea  to  a  farming,— we 
are  not  under  any  concern  to  know  how  he  and  hit 
tribe  of  accompltoes  think  fit  to  employ  themselves. 
But  I  hope  and  trust  that  we  are  all  to  a  man  fully 
determined  to  have  nothing  to  do  widi  him  or  his  ware.^ 

The  king  has  given  him  a  patent  to  coin  halfpence, 
but  has  not  obliged  us  to  take  them ;  and  1  have 
already  shown,  in  my  Letter  to  the  Shopkeepers,  &e., 
that  the  law  has  not  left  it  in  the  power  of  the  prero- 
gative to  compel  the  subject  to  take  any  money  besides 
gold  and  silver  of  the  right  sterling  and  standard. 

Wood  further  purposes  (if  I  understand  him  right, 
for  his  expressions  are  dubious)  that  he  will  not  coin 
above  40,000/.  unless  the  exigencies  of  trade  require  it. 

First,  I  observe  that  this  sum  of  40,000/.,  is  almost 
double  to  what  I  proved  to  be  sufficient  for  the  whole 
kingdom,  although  we  had  not  one  of  our  old  ha]ft>euce 
left.  Again,  I  ask,  who  is  to  be  judge  when  the  exi- 
gencies of  trade  require  itf  Without  doubt  he  means 
himself;  f(V  as  to  us  of  this  poor  kingdom,  who  must 
be  utterly  ruined  if  this  project  should  succeed,  we 
were  never  once  consulted  till  the  matter  was  over,  and 
he  will  judge  of  our  exigencies  by  his  own.  Neidier 
will  these  be  ever  at  an  end  till  he  and  his  accomplices 
shall  think  they  have  enough ;  and  it  now  appears 
that  he  will  not  be  content  with  all  our  gold  and  silver, 
but  intends  to  buy  up  our  goods  and  manufactures  with 
the  same  coin. 

I  shall  not  enter  into  examination  of  the  prioes  for 
which  he  now  proposes  to  sell  his  halfpence,  or  what  he 
calls  his  copper,  by  the  pound ;  I  have  said  enough  of 
it  in  my  former  letter,  and  it  has  likewise  been  con* 
sidered  by  others.  It  is  certain  that,  by  his  own  first 
computation,  we  were  to  pay  3s.  for  what  was  in- 
trinsically worth  but  one,  although  it  had  been  of 
the  true  weight  and  standard  for  which  he  mtended 
to  have  contracted  ;  but  there  is  so  great  a  difference, 
both  in  weight  and  badness,  in  several  of  his  ooins^ 
that  some  of  them  have  been  nine  in  ten  below  the 
intrinsic  value,  and  most  ot  diem  six  or  seven. 

His  last  proposal,  being  of  a  peculiar  strain  and  na- 
ture, deserves  to  be  very  particularly  considered,  both 
on  account  of  the  matter  uid  die  style.  It  is  as  follows : 

"  Lasdy,  in  consideration  of  the  direful  appfeheo- 
sions  which  prevail  in  Ireland,  that  Mr.  Wood  will,  by 
sudi  coinage,  drain  them  of  their  gold  and  silver,  he 
proposes  to  take  their  manufactures  in  exchange,  and 
that  no  person  be  oUiged  to  receive  more  tluui  5^. 
at  one  payment." 

First,  observoithis  little  impudent  haidwareman  turn- 
ing into  ridicule  the  direful  apprehensions  of  a  whole 
kii^dom,  priding  himself  as  the  cause  of  them,  and 
daring  to  nrescribe  (what  no  king  of  England  ever  at- 
tempted) now  far  a  whole  nation  shall  be  obliged  to 
take  his  brass  coin.  And  he  has  reason  to  insuh ;  for 
sure  there  was  never  an  example  in  history  of  a  great 
kingdom  kept  in  awe  for  above  a  year,  in  daily  dxead 
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of  utter  destruction, — not  by  a  powerful  invader,  at 
the  head  of  20,000  men, — not  by  a  plague  or  a  famine, 
— not  by  a  tyrannical  prince  (for  we  never  had  one  more 
g:racious)  or  a  corrupt  administration, — but  by  one 
single,  diminutive,  insignificant  mechanic. 

But  to  go  on : — to  remove  our  direful  apprehensions 
that  he  will  drain  us  of  our  gold  and  silver  by  his  coin- 
age, this  little  arbitrary  mock-monarch  most  graciously 
offers  to  take  our  manufactures  in  exchange.  Are  our 
Irish  understandings  indeed  so  low  in  his  opinion  9  Is 
not  this  the  very  misery  we  complain  of,  that  his  cursed 
project  will  put  us  under  the  necessity  of  selling  our 
goods  for  what  is  equal  to  nothing  t  How  would  such 
a  proposal  sound  from  France  or  Spain,  or  any  other 
country  widi  which  we  traffic,  if  they  should  offer  to 
deal  with  us  only  upon  this  condition,  that  we  should 
take  their  money  at  ten  times  higher  than  the  intrinsic 
value  f  Does  Mr.  Wood  think,  for  instance,  that  we 
will  sell  him  a  stone  of  wool  for  a  parcel  of  his  coun- 
ters, not  worth  sixpence,  when  we  can  send  it  to  Eng- 
land, and  receive  as  many  shillings  in  gold  and 
silver  y  Surely  there  was  never  heard  such  a  com- 
pound of  impudence,  villany,  and  folly ! 

His  proposals  conclude  with  perfect  high  treason. 
He  promises  that  no  person  shall  be  obliged  to  receive 
mbre  than  5^d.  of  his  coin  in  one  payment.  By  which 
it  is  plain  that  he  pretends  to  oblige  every  subject  in 
this  Kingdom  to  take  so  much  in  every  payment  if  it 
be  offered;  whereas  his  patent  obliges  no  man,  nor 
can  the  prerogative,  by  law,  claim  such  a  power,  as 
I  have  often  observed ;  so  that  here  Mr.  Wood  takes 
upon  him  the  entire  legislature,  and  an  absolute  do- 
minon  over  the  properties  of  the  whole  nation. 

Good  God !  who  are  this  wretch  s  advisers  f  Who 
are  his  supporters,  abettors,  encouragers,  or  sharers  f 
Mr.  Wood  will  oblige  me  to  take  fivepence  halfpenny 
of  his  brass  in  every  payment ;  and  I  will  shoot  Mr. 
Wood  and  his  deputies  through  the  head,  like  high- 
waymen or  housebreakers,  if  they  dare  to  force  one 
farthing  of  their  coin  on  me  in  the  payment  of  100/. 
It  is  no  loss  of  honour  to  submit  to  the  lion ;  but 
who,  widi  the  figure  of  a  man,  can  think  with  pa- 
tience of  being  devoured  alive  by  a  rat  Y  He  has  laid 
a  tax  upon  the  people  of  Ireland  of  17«.  at  least,  in  the 
pound ;  a  tax,  I  say,  not  only  unon  lands,  but  interest- 
money,  goods,  manufactures,  the  hire  of  handicrafts- 
men, labourers,  and  servants. 

Shopkeepers,  look  to  youiselves !— Wood  will  oblige 
and  force  you  to  take  5^.  of  bis  trash  in  every  pay- 
ment, and  many  of  you  receive  twenty,  thirtv,  forty 
payments  in  one  day,  or  else  you  can  hardly  find  bread. 
And  pray  consider  how  much  that  wiU  amount  to  in 
a  year.  Twenty  times  5^.  is  9».  2d.  which  is  above 
1 60/.  a-year ;  wherein  you  will  be  losers  of  at  least 
140/.  bv  taking  your  payments  in  his  money.  If  any 
of  you  be  content  to  deal  with  Mr.  Wood  on  such  con- 
ditions, you  may ;  but,  for  my  own  particular,  let  his 
money  uerish  with  him !  If  the  famous  Mr.  Hampden 
rather  chose  to  go  to  prison  than  pay  a  few  shillings  to 
king  Charles  I.  without  authority  of  parliament,  I  will 
rather  choose  to  be  hanged  than  have  all  my  substance 
taxed  at  17«.  in  the  pound,  at  the  arbitrary  will  and 
pleasure  of  the  venerable  Mr.  Wood. 

The  paragraph  concludes  thus :— <*  N.B.''  (that  is  to 
say,  nota  bme,  or  mark  wttt  )  *'  No  evidence  appeared 
from  Ireland,  or  elsewhere,  to  prove  the  mischiefs 
complained  of,  or  any  abuses  whatsoever  committed, 
in  the  execution  of  the  said  grant.^* 

The  impudence  of  this  remark  exceeds  all  that  went 
before.  First,  the  house  of  commons  in  Ireland, 
which  represents  the  whole  people  of  the  kingdom, 
and,  secondly,  the  privy-council,  addressed  his  majesty 
against  these  halfpence.  What  could  be  done  more 
tu  express  the  auiversal  sense  of  the  nation  9    If  his 


copper  were  diamonds,  and  the  kingdom  were  entirely 
against  it;  would  not  that  be  sufficient  to  reject  itf 
Must  a  committee  of  the  whole  house  of  commons, 
and  our  whole  privy-council,  go  over  to  argue  pro 
and  con  with  Mr.  Wood  f  To  what  end  did  the  king 
give  his  patent  for  coining  halfpence  for  Ireland  ¥ 
Was  it  not  because  it  was  represented  to  his  sacred 
majesty  that  such  a  coinage  would  be  of  advantage 
to  the  good  of  this  kingdom  and  of  all  his  subjects 
here  ?  It  is  to  the  patentee  s  peril  if  this  representation 
be  false,  and  the  execution  of  his  patent  be  fraudulent 
and  corrupt.  Is  he  so  wicked  and  foolish  to  think 
that  his  patent  was  given  him  to  ruin  a  million  and 
a  half  of  people,  that  he  might  be  a  gainer  of  three  or* 
four  score  thousand  pounds  to  himself?  Before  he 
was  at  the  charge  of  passing  a  patent,  much  more  of 
raking  up  so  much  filtliy  dross,  and  stamping  it  with 
his  majesty's  image  and  superscription,  should  he  not 
first,  in  common  sense,  in  common  equity,  and  com- 
mon manners,  have  consulted  the  principal  party  con- 
cerned,— that  is  to  say,  the  people  of  the  kingdom, 
the  house  of  lords  or  commons,  or  the  privy-council  f 
If  any  foreigner  should  ask  us  whose  image  and  super- 
scription there  is  on  Wood's  coin,  we  should  be 
ashamed  to  tell  him  it  was  Caesar's.  In  that  great 
want  of  copper  halfpence  which  he  allege  we  were, 
our  city  set  up  our  Casaar's*  statue  in  excellent  copper, 
at  an  expense  that  is  equal  in  value  to  30,000  pounds 
of  his  coin,  and  we  wilt  not  receive  his  image  in  worse 
metal. 

I  observe  many  of  our  people  putting  a  melancholy 
case  on  this  subject.  "  It  is  true,'*  say  they,  "  we  are 
all  undone  if  Wood's  halfpence  must  pass ;  but  what 
shall  we  do  if  his  majesty  puts  out  a  proclamation 
commanding  us  to  take  them  f "  This  has  been  often 
dinned  in  my  ears ;  but  I  desire  my  countrymen  to 
be  assured  that  there  is  nothing  in  it.  The  king  never 
issues  out  a  proclamation  but  to  enjoin  what  Uie  law 
permits  him.  He  will  not  issue  out  a  proclamation 
agaiiut  law  ;  or,  if  such  a  thing  should  happen  by  a 
mistake,  we  are  no  more  obliged  to  obev  it  than  to 
run  our  heads  into  the  fire.  Besides,  his  majesty- 
will  never  command  us  by  a  proclamation  what  be 
does  not  offer  to  command  us  in  the  patent  itself. 
There  he  leaves  it  to  our  discretion,  so  that  our  de- 
struction must  be  entirely  owing  to  ourselves ;  there* 
fore,  let  no  man  be  afraid  of  a  proclamation  which 
will  never  be  granted,  and  if  it  should,  yet,  upon  this 
occasion,  will  be  of  no  force. 

The  king's  revenues  here  are  nearly  400,000/.  a-year. 
Can  you  think  his  ministers  will  advise  him  to  take 
them  in  Wood's  brass,  which  will  reduce  the  value  to 
50,000/.  t  England  gets  a  million  sterling  by  this 
nation ;  which,  if  this  project  goes  on,  will  be  almost  re- 
duced to  nothing.  And  do  you  think  those  who  live 
in  England  upon  Irish  estates  will  be  content  to  take 
an  eigoth  or  tenth  part  by  being  paid  in  Wood*s  drrasf 

If  Wood  and  his  confederates  were  not  convinced 
of  our  stupidity,  they  never  would  have  attempted  so 
audacious  an  enterprise.  He  now  sees  a  spirit  has 
been  raised  against  him,  and  he  only  watches  till  it 
begins  to  flag :  he  goes  about  watching  when  to  devour 
us.  He  hopes  we  shall  be  weary  of  contending  with 
him ;  and  at  last,  out  of  ignorance  or  fear,  or  of  being 
perfectly  tired  with  opposition,  we  shall  be  forced  to 
yield ;  and  therefore,  I  confess,  it  is  my  chief  endea- 
vour to  keep  up  your  spirits  and  resentments.  If  I 
tell  you  **  there  is  a  precipice  under  you,  and  tliat  if 
you  go  forward  you  will  certainly  break  your  necks  ;** 
if  I  point  to  it  before  your  eyes,  must  I  be  at  the 
trouble  of  repeating  it  every  morning  V  Are  our 
people's  hearts  waxinl  gross  ?  Are  their  ean  dull  of 
hearing  f  And  have  they  closed  their  eyes  f  I  fear 
*  A  ftattto  of  George  I.  in  Dublin. 
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Ibei«  are  wme  few  yipen  among  us,  who  for  10/.  or 
30/.  gain  would  sell  all  their  touls  and  their  country ; 
although  at  la«t  it  should  end  in  their  own  ruin,  as 
well  as  oara.  Be  not  like  "  the  deaf  adder,  who  re- 
fuscth  to  hear  the  Toice  of  the  charmer,  charm  he  never 
ao  wisely." 

Although  my  letter  he  directed  to  you,  Mr.  Harding, 
yet  I  intend  it  for  all  my  countrymen.  I  have  no 
intemt  in  this  affair  but  what  is  common  to  the 
public  I  can  live  better  than  many  othen ;  I  have 
some  gold  and  silver  by  me,  and  a  shop  well  fur> 
Dished ;  and  shall  be  able  to  make  a  shift  when  many 
of  my  betters  are  starving.  But  I  am  grieved  to  see 
the  coldness  and  indifference  of  many  people  with 
whom  I  discourse.  Some  are  afraid  of  a  proclama- 
tion ;  others  shrug  up  their  shoulders,  and  cry,  "  What 
would  you  have  us  to  dof  *  Some  give  out,  there  is 
no  dagger  at  all :  others  are  comforted  that  it  will  be 
a  common  calamity,  and  they  shall  fkre  no  worse  than 
thetr  neighbours.  Will  a  man  who  hears  midnight 
robbeis  at  his  door  get  out  of  bed  and  raise  his  family 
for  a  common  defence ;  and  shall  a  whole  kingdom 
lie  in  a  lethargy,  while  Mr.  Wood  comes,  at  the  head 
of  bb  confederates,  to  rob  them  of  all  they  have,  to 
ruin  us  and  our  posterity  for  ever  f  If  a  highwayman 
meets  you  on  the  road,  you  give  him  your  money  to 
save  your  life ;  but,  God  be  thanked.  Mr.  Wood  can- 
not touch  a  hair  of  your  heads.  You  have  all  the 
laws  of  God  and  man  on  your  side ;  when  he  or  his 
accomplices  offer  you  his  dross,  it  is  but  saying  no, 
and  yoa  are  safe.  If  a  madman  should  come  into 
my  shop  with  a  handful  of  dirt  raked  out  of  the 
kennel,  axMl  oftet  it  in  payment  for  ten  yards  of  stuff, 
I  would  pity  or  laugh  at  him ;  or,  if  his  behaviour 
deserved  it,  kick  him  out  of  mv  doors.  And  if  Mr. 
Wood  comes  to  demand  my  gold  and  silver,  or  com- 
modities for  which  I  have  paid  my  gold  and  silver, 
in  exchange  for  his  trash,  can  he  deserve  or  expect 
better  treatment  f 

When  the  evil  day  is  come  (if  it  must  come),  let  us 
mark  and  observe  those  who  presume  to  offer  these 
hall^pcnoe  in  payment.  Let  toeir  names  and  trades 
and  places  of  abode  be  made  public,  that  every  one 
may  be  aware  of  them  as  betrayers  of  their  country, 
and  confederates  with  Mr.  Wood.  Let  them  be 
watched  at  markets  and  iairs ;  and  let  the  fiitt  honest 
diseoveicr  give  the  word  about  tiiat  Mr.  Wood^s  half- 
pence have  been  offered,  and  caution  the  poor  innocent 
people  not  to  receive  them. 

iSerfaapa  I  have  been  too  tedious ;  but  there  would 
never  be  an  end  if  I  attempted  to  say  all  that  this 
melancholy  subject  will  bear.  I  will  conclude  with 
bombly  offering  one  nroposal ;  which,  if  it  were  put 
into  practice,  would  blow  up  this  destructive  project 
at  ODce.  Let  some  skilful  judicious  pen  draw  up  an 
advcrtisenaent  to  the  following  purpose : — 

"Whereas  one  William  Wood,  hardwareman, 
now  or  latdy  sojourning  in  the  city  of  London,  has,  by 
many  miarrpcesentations,  procured  a  patent  for  coining 
lO8,000iL  in  copper  halfpence  for  this  kingdom,  which  is 
a  som  6vc  times  greater  than  our  occasions  require :  And 
whereas  it  is  notorious  that  the  said  Wood  has  coined 
his  hali^Knce  of  such  base  metal  and  &1se  weight 
that  they  are  at  least  six  parts  in  seven  below  the  real 
value:  And  whereas  we  have  reason  to  apprehend, 
that  the  said  Wood  may  at  any  time  hereafter  clan- 
datiodT  coin  as  many  more  half^ce  as  he  pleases : 
And  vueieas  the  said  patent  neither  does  nor  can 
oUigc  his  majesty's  subjects  to  receive  the  said  half- 
pcDoe  in  any  payment,  but  leaves  it  to  their  voluntary 
choBce ;  beeanse  by  law  the  subject  cannot  be  obliged 
to  take  any  money,  except  gold  or  silver :  And 
whcreaa,  contrary  to  the  letter  and  meaning  of  the 
said  palnity  the  mid  Wood  has  declared  that  every 


penon  shall  be  obliged  to  take  !M,  of  his  ooin  in 
every  payment :  And  whereas  the  house  of  commons 
and  privy  council  have  severally  addrened  his  most 
sacred  majesty,  representing  tiie  ill  consequences 
which  the  said  coinage  may  have  upon  this  kingdom  : 
And  lastly,  whereas  it  is  universally  agreed  that  the 
whole  nation  to  a  man  (except  Mr.  Wood  and  his  con- 
federates) are  in  the  utmost  apprehensions  of  the  ruinous 
consequences  that  must  follow  from  the  said  coinage : 
Therefore  we  whose  names  are  underwritten,  being 
persons  of  considerable  estates  in  this  kingdom,  and 
residers  therein,  do  unanimously  resolve  and  declare 
that  we  will  never  receive  one  fskhing  or  halfpenny  of 
the  said  Wood*s  coining,  and  that  we  will  direct  all 
our  tenants  to  refuse  the  said  coin  from  anv  person 
whatsoever ;  of  which,  that  they  may  not  be  ignorant, 
we  have  sent  them  a  copy  of  this  advertisement,  to  be 
read  to  them  by  our  stewards,  receivers,"  &c. 

I  could  wish  that  a  paper  of  tiiis  nature  might  be 
drawn  up  and  signed  by  two  or  three  hundred  prin- 
cipal gentlemen  of  this  kingdom,  and  printed  copies 
thereof  sent  to  their  several  tenants.  I  am  deceived  if 
anything  could  sooner  deftat  this  execrable  design  of 
Wood  and  his  accomplices.  This  would  immediately 
give  the  alarm,  and  set  the  kingdom  on  their  guard ; 
Uiis  would  give  courage  to  the  meanest  tenant  and 
cottager.  "  How  long,  O  Lord,  righteous  and  true,"  &c. 

I  must  tell  you  in  particular,  Mr.  Harding,  that 
you  are  much  to  blame.  Several  hundred  persons 
have  inquired  at  your  house  for  my  '*  Letter  to  the 
Shopkeepers,"  &c.,  and  you  had  none  to  sell  them. 
Pray  keep  yourself  provided  with  that  letter,  and 
with  this:  you  have  got  very  well  by  the  former; 
but  I  did  not  then  write  for  your  sake,  any  more  than 
I  do  now.  Pray  advertise  both  in  every  newspaper ; 
and  let  it  not  be  your  fault  or  mine  if  our  country- 
men will  not  take  warning.  I  desire  you  likewise  to 
sell  them  as  cheap  as  you  can. 

I  am  your  servant^  M.  B. 

Tbb  following  Report,  taken  from  the  *'  HibermUm 
Patriot^  (Dublin,  1730),  will  be  found  extremely 
interesting  from  the  circumstance  of  its  containing 
all  the  arguments  brought  forward  by  the  govern- 
ment in  favour  of  Wood^s  patent,  in  order  to  fix 
the  charge  of  contumacy  and  disidFection  upon  the 
dean  in  exciting  the  people  of  Ireland. 

The  Rtpmri  of  tht  committee  of  the  lordM  of  htM  sia- 
jeetyM  moit  honourable  privy  cotmdlf  in  relation    to 
Mr,  fVoodCt  ha^penoe  andfartkinffM,  8fe, 

At  the 


at  fVkitekaa,  the  34/A  dam  of 
July,  1724. 

In  obedience  to  your  majesty's  order  of  reference,  upon 
the  several  resolutions  and  addresses  of  both  houses  of 
parliament  of  Ireland,  during  their  late  session,  the 
late  address  of  your  majesty's  justices  and  privy 
council  of  that  kingdom,  and  the  petitions  of  the 
county  and  city  of  Dublin,  concerning  a  patent 
granted  by  your  majesty  to  William  Wood,  eso.,  for 
&e  coining  and  uttering  copper  halfpence  anu  far- 
things in  the  kingdom  of  Ireland  to  such  persons  as 
would  voluntarily  accept  the  same ;  and  upon  the  pe- 
tition of  the  said  William  Wood  concerning  the  same 
coinage,  the  lords  of  the  committee  have  taken  into 
their  consideration  the  said  patent,  addresses,  petitions^ 
and  all  matters  and  papers  relating  thereto,  and  have 
heard  and  examined  all  such  persons  as,  upon  due  and 
sufficient  notice,  were  desirous  and  willing  to  be  heard 
upon  the  subject-matter  under  their  consideration,  and 
have  agreed  upon  the  following  report,  containing  a 
true  state  of  the  whole  matter,  as  it  appeared  be^re 
them,  with  their  humble  opinion,  to  oe  laid  before 
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your  majcity  for  your  royal  confiderationooddeCaniii- 
nation  upon  a  matter  of  such  impoitance. 

The  several  addresses  to  your  majesty  from  your 
subjects  of  Ireland  contain  in  general  terms  the  strongs 
est  representations  of  the  great  apprehensions  they  were 
imder  from  the  importing  and  uttering  copper  half< 
pence  and  farthings  in  Ireland,  by  virtue  of  the  patent 
granted  to  Mr.  Wood,  which  they  conceived  would 
yrove  highly  prejudicial  to  your  majesty's  revenue,  de- 
structive of  toe  trade  and  commerce  of  the  kingdom, 
and  of  dangerous  consequence  to  the  properties  of  a 
subject.  Thev  represent  that  the  patent  had  been  ob- 
tunied  in  a  clandestine  and  unprecedented  manner, 
and  by  notorious  misrepresentations  of  the  state  of 
Ireland ;  that  if  the  terms  of  the  patent  had  been  com- 
nlied  with,  this  coinage  would  have  been  of  infinite 
foes  to  the  kingdom,  but  that  the  patentee,  under  co- 
lour of  the  powers  granted  to  him,  had  imported  and 
endeavoured  to  utter  great  quantities  of  different  im- 
pressions and  of  less  weight  than  required  by  the 
potent,  and  had  been  guilty  of  notorious  frauds  and 
deceit  in  coining  the  said  copper-money:  And  they 
humbly  beseech  your  majesty  that  you  would  give 
such  directions  as  in  your  great  wisdom  you  should 
think  proper  to  prevent  the  fatal  effects  of  uttering  any 
halfpence  or  farthings  by  virtue  of  the  said  patent :  And 
the  nouse  of  commons  of  Ireland,  in  a  second  address 
upon  this  subject,  pray  that  your  majesty  would  be 
pleased  to  give  directions  to  the  several  officers  in- 
trusted in  the  receipt  of  your  majesty's  revenue,  that 
they  do  not,  on  any  pretence  whatever,  receive  or  utter 
any  of  the  said  copper  halfpence  or  farthings. 

In  answer  to  the  addrnses  of  the  houses  of  parlia- 
ment of  Ireland,  your  majesty  was  most  graciously 
pleased  to  assure  them  **  that  if  any  abuses  had  been 
committed  by  the  patentee,  you  would  give  the  neces- 
sary orders  for  inquiring  into  and  punishing  those 
abuses ;  and  that  your  majesty  would  do  everything  that 
was  in  your  power  for  the  satisfaction  of  your  people.** 

In  pursuance  of  this  your  majesty's  most  gracious 
declaration,  your  majesty  was  pleased  to  take  this  mat- 
ter into  your  royal  consideration ;  and,  tliat  you  might 
be  the  better  enabled  effectually  to  answer  the  expect- 
ations of  your  people  of  Ireland,  your  majesty  was 
pleased,  by  a  letter  from  lord  Carteret,  one  of  your 
principal  secretaries  of  state,  dated  March  10, 1723-4, 
to  signify  your  pleasure  to  your  lord-lieutenant  of  Ire- 
laud,  "  That  he  should  give  directions  for  sending  over 
such  papers  and  witnesses  as  should  be  thoi^ht  proper 
to  support  the  objections  made  against  the  patent,  and 
against  the  patentee  in  the  execution  of  the  powers 
given  him  by  the  patent.** 

Upon  the  receipt  of  these  your  majesty's  orders,  the 
lord-lieutenant,  by  his  letter  of  the  20th  March,  1723-4, 
represented  the  great  difficulty  he  found  himself  un- 
der to  comply  with  these  your  majesty's  orders ;  and, 
by  another  letter,  of  the  24th  of  March,  1723-4,  "  afrer 
consulting  the  principal  members  of  both  houses  who 
were  immediately  in  your  majesty *s  service,  and  of  the 
privy -council,**  acquainted  your  majesty,  "  that  none 
of  them  would  take  upon  them  to  advise  how  any  ma- 
terial persons  or  papers  might  be  sent  over  on  this 
occasion  ;  but  they  all  seemed  apprehensive  of  the  ill- 
temper  any  miscarriage,  in  a  trial  upon  scirt  faciaa 
brought  against  the  pataitee,  might  occasion  in  both 
houses,  if  the  evidence  were  not  laid  as  full  before  a 
jury  as  it  was  before  them,*'  and  did  therefore  a  second 
time  decline  sending  over  any  persons,  papers,  or  map 
teriaU  whatsoever,  to  support  th'is  charge  brought  against 
your  majesty's  patent  and  the  patentee. 

As  this  proceeding  seemed  very  extraordinary,  that, 
in  a  matter  that  had  raised  so  great  and  universal  a 
clamour  in  Ireland,  no  one  penon  could  be  prevailed 
Qpou  to  come  over  from  IreUitd  in  support  of  the 


united  sense  of  both  bouses  of  parliament  of  Ireland; 
that  no  papen^  no  materials,  no  evidence  whatsoever 
of  the  miachieis  arising  from  this  patent,  or  of  the  noto- 
rious frauds  and  deceit  conomitt^  in  the  execution  of 
it,  could  now  be  had,  to  give  your  majesty  satisfaction 
herein  ;  "  your  m^esty,  however,  desirous  to  give  your 
people  of  Ireland  all  possible  satisfiictioo,  but  sensible 
that  you  cannot  in  any  case  proceed  against  any  of  the 
meanest  of  your  subjects  but  according  to  the  known 
rules  and  maxims  of  law  and  justice,**  repeated  your 
orders  to  your  lord-lieutenant  of  Ireland,  tnat,  by  per- 
suasion, and  making  |»oper  allowances  for  their  ex- 
penses, new  endeavours  might  be  used  to  procure  and 
send  over  such  witnesses  as  siiould  be  thought  material 
to  make  good  the  charge  against  the  patent. 

In  answer  to  these  orders,  the  lord-lieutenant  of 
Ireland  acquaints  your  majesty,  by  his  letter  of  the 
23rd  of  April  to  one  of  your  principal  secretaries  of 
state,  *'  that,  in  order  to  obey  your  majesty's  commands 
as  far  as  possibly  he  could,  at  a  meeting  with  my  lord 
chancellor,  the  chief  judges,  your  majesty's  attorney 
and  solicitor-general,  he  had  earnestly  desired  their 
advice  and  assistance  to  enable  him  to  send  over  such 
witnesses  as  might  be  necessary  to  support  the  charge 
against  Mr.  Wood's  patent,  and  the  execution  of  it. 
The  result  of  this  meeting  was  such  that  the  lord-lieu- 
tenant could  not  reap  the  least  advantage  or  assistance 
from  it,  every  one  being  so  guarded  with  caution 
against  giving  any  advice  or  opinion  in  this  matter 
of  state,  apprehending  great  danger  to  themselves  from 
meddling  in  it.** 

The  lords  of  the  committee  think  it  very  stnmge  thai 
there  should  be  such  great  difficulty  in  prevailing  with 
persons  who  had  already  given  their  evidence  before 
the  parliament  of  Ireland  to  come  over  and  give  the 
same  evidence  here,  and  especially  that  the  chief  dif- 
ficiUty  should  arise  from  a  general  apprehension  of  a 
miscarriage  iu  an  inquiry  before  your  majesty,  or  in  a 

Sroceeding  by  due  course  of  law,  in  a  case  where  both 
ouses  of  parliament  had  declared  themselves  so  fully 
convinced  and  satisfied,  upon  evidence  and  examinar 
tions  taken  in  the  most  solemn  manner. 

At  the  same  time  that  your  majesty  sent  your  orders 
to  the  lord-lieutenant  of  Ireland  to  send  over  such 
evidences  as  were  thought  material  to  support  the 
charge  against  the  patent,  that  your  majesty  might, 
without  any  further  loss  of  tibie  than  was  absolutely 
necessary,  be  as  fully  informed  as  was  possible,  and  that 
the  abuses  and  frauds  alleged  to  be  committed  by  the 
patentee,  in  executing  ttie  powers  granted  to  him, 
might  be  fully  and  strictly  inquired  into  and  examined, 
your  majesty  was  pleased  to  order  that  an  assay  should 
be  made  of  the  fineness,  value,  and  weight  of  this  cop- 
per money,  and  the  goodness  thereof,  compared  with 
the  former  coinages  of  copper  money  for  Ireland,  and 
the  copper  money  coined  in  your  majesty's  mint  iu 
England ;  and  it  was  accordingly  referred  to  sir  Isaao 
Newton,  Edward  Southwell,  and  John  Scrope,  esqrs.,  to 
make  the  said  assay  and  trial. 

By  the  reports  made  of  Uiis  assay,  which  are  here- 
unto annexed,  it  appears  "  that  the  pix  of  the  copper 
moneys  coined  at  Bristol  by  Mr.  Wood  for  Ireland, 
containing  the  trial  pieces,  which  was  sealed  and 
locked  up  at  the  time  of  coining,  was  opened  at  vour 
majesty's  mint  at  the  Tower;  that  the  comptroIler*s 
account  of  the  quantities  of  halfpence  and  farthings 
coined,  agreed  with  Mr.  Wood's  account,  amounting 
to  59  tons,  3  hundred,  1  quarter,  11  pounds,  and  4 
ounces;  that  by  the  specimens  of  this  coinage  which 
had  from  time  to  time  been  taken  from  the  several 
parcels  coined,  and  sealed  up  iu  papers,  and  put  into 
the  pix,  60  ludfiieuce  weighed  fourteen  ounces  troy, 
and  18  peimyweight,  which  is  about  a  quarter  c/i  an 
ounce  above  one  pound  weight  avoirdupois;  and  30 
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faduagsmigbBd  8|  w.  46  gr.  troy,  whieb  is  ako  above 
dv  wtigbt  requuedDy  tbe  patent.  It  alio  appears  that 
Udi  fa*lfpeTO0  and  larthings,  when  heated  red-hot, 
spread  thin  ander  the  hammer  without  cracking ;  that 
the  copper  of  which  Mr.  Wood^s  coinage  is  made  is  of 
the  same  goodnew  and  ralue  with  the  copper  of  which 
the  copper  money  is  coined  in  your  majesty  *s  mint 
fior  EngUnd,  aoid  worth,  in  the  market,  about  13«f. 
po*  poond  weight  aToirdunois;  that  a  pound  of  cop- 
per wTOOgfat  into  bars  or  fiUeti,  and  made  fit  for  coin- 
age, befate  brought  into  the  mint  at  the  Tower  of 
l^pwi^m,  is  wor&  18<<.  per  pound,  and  always  cost 
as  much,  and  is  cohied  into  33  pence  of  copper  money, 
by  tale,  for  England.  It  likewise  appean  that  the 
halfpence  and  fiuthings  coined  by  Mr.  Wood,  when 
compared  with  the  copper  money  coined  for  Ireland  in 
the  reigns  of  king  Charies  IL,  king  James  II.,  and  king 
WiUiam  and  queen  Mary,  considerably  exceeds  them 
all  in  w«ght,  very  far  exceeds  them  all  in  goodness, 
lineocsi^  and  value  of  the  copper,  none  of  them  bearing 
the  fire  so  well,  not  being  malleable,  wasting  very 
much  in  the  fire,  and  great  part  of  them  burning  into  a 
cinder  of  little  or  no  value  at  all ;  specimens  of  all 
which,  as  likewise  of  Mr.  Wood's  copper  money,  upon 
trials  and  assays  made  by  sir  Isaac  Newton,  Mr.  South- 
well, and  Mr.  Serope,  were  laid  before  this  committee 
for  their  information." 

The  lords  of  the  committee  beg  leave,  upon  this . 
article  of  the  complaint,  that  notorious  ftauds  and 
deceits  had  been  committed  by  the  patentee  in  exe- 
cuting the  powers  granted  him,  to  observe  to  your 
m^esty  that  this  is  a  fact  expresaly  charged  upon  the 
patentee,  and,  if  it  had  in  any  maimer  been  proved,  it 
might  hanre  enabled  your  majesty,  by  due  course  of 
law,  to  have  given  the  satisfaction  to  your  people  of 
Ireland  that  has  been  so  much  insisted  upon ;  but,  as 
it  is  now  above  four  months  since  your  maiesty  was 
pleased  to  send  over  to  Ireland  for  such  evidence  as 
might  prove  a  fact  alleged  to  be  so  notorious,  and  no 
evidence  at  all  has  been  as  yet  transmitted,  nor  the 
least  expectation  given  of  any  that  may  hereafter  be 
(ibtained,  and  the  trials  and  assays  that  have  been 
taken  of  the  halfpence  and  farthings  coined  by  Mr. 
Wood  pnnring  so  unquestionably  the  weight,  goodness, 
and  fineness  of  the  copper  m<»iey  coined,  rather  ex- 
ceeding the  conditions  of  the  patent  than  being  any 
way  ddedjve.  the  lords  of  the  committee  cannot  advise 
jonr  majesty,  by  a  writ  of  tcire  /aeiaSf  or  any  other 
manner,  to  endeavour  vacating  the  said  patent,  when 
there  is  no  probability  of  success  in  sucb  an  under- 
taking. 

As  these  trials  and  assays  fully  show  that  the 
patentee  hath  acted  fairly  according  to  the  terms  and 
eoodidoos  of  his  patent,  so  they  evidently  prove  that 
the  care  and  caution  inade  use  of  in  this  patent,  by 
proper  conditions,  checks,  and  comptrols,  have  efiect- 
oally  provided  that  the  copper  money  coined  for 
Ir^aad  by  virtue  of  this  patent  should  hi  exceed  the 
like  coinages  for  Ireland  in  the  reigns  uf  your  majesty's 
royal  ncdecessors. 

Ana  that  your  majesty^s  ro3ral  predecessors  have 
exercised  this  undoubted  prerogative  of  granting  to 
unvate  persons  the  power  and  privilege  of  coining  copper 
halfpence  mad  fartlungs  for  the  kingdom  of  Ireland  was 
proTol  to  this  committee  by  several  precedents  of  such 

Cts  granted  to  private  persons  by  kmg  Charles  II.  and 
ivotea  II.,  none  of  which  were  equally  beneficial  to 
yoor  kingdom  of  Ireland,  nor  so  well  guarded  with 
propv  covenants  and  conditions  for  the  due  execution  of 
the  powers  thcveby  granted,  although  the  power  and  va* 
lidiff  of  those  patents,  and  a  due  compliance  with  them, 
in  any  one  instance,  till  this  time,  disputed  or 
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copper  money  for  Ireland  was  granted  to  the  patentees 
'for  the  term  of  31  yean,  to  be  coined  in  such  place 
as  they  should  think  convenient,  and  such  quan- 
tities as  they  could  conveniently  issue  within  the  term 
of  31  years,  without  any  restriction  of  the  quantity  to 
be  coined  within  the  whole  term,  or  any  provision  of 
a  certain  quantity,  only  to  be  coined  annually  to 
prevent  the  ill  consequences  of  too  great  a  quantity 
to  be  poured  in  at  once,  at  the  will  and  pleasure 
of  the  patentees;  no  provision  was  made  for  the 
goodness  and  fineness  of  the  copper,  no  comptroller 
appointed  to  inspect  the  copper  in  bars  and  fillets,  be- 
fore coined,  and  take  constant  assays  of  the  money  when 
coined,  and  the  power  of  issuing  not  limited  to  such  as 
would  voluntarily  accept  the  same ;  but,  by  the  patent 
granted  to  John  Knox,  the  money  coined  by  virtue  of 
that  patent  is  made  and  declared  to  be  the  current 
coin  of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  and  a  pound-weight  of 
copper  was  allowed  to  be  coined  into  2«.  8<i.,  and 
whatever  quantity  should  be  coined,  a  rent  of  16/. 
per  annum  only  was  reserved  to  the  crown,  and  700 
tons  of  copper  were  computed  to  be  coined  within  31 
years,  without  any  complaint. 

The  term  granted  to  Mr.  Wood  for  coining  copper 
money  is  for  14  years  only,  fiie  quantity  for  the  whole 
term  limited  to  360  tons ;  100  tons  only  to  be  issued 
within  one  year,  and  30  tons  each  year,  for  the  13  re- 
maining years :  a  comptroller  is  appointed  by  the  au- 
thority of  the  crown,  to  inspect,  comptrol,  and  assay 
the  copper,  as  well  not  coined  as  coined ;  the  copper  to 
be  fine  British  copper,  cast  into  bars  or  fillets,  which, 
when  heated  red-hot,  would  spread  thin  under  the 
hammer ;  a  pound  weight  of  copper  to  be  coined  into 
3t.  6<f.,  and  without  any  compulsion  or  currency 
enforced  to  be  received  by  such  only  as  would  volun- 
tarily and  wilfully  accept  the  same ;  a  rent  of  800/. 
per  annum  is  reserved  to  your  majesty,  and  300/.  per 
anmem  to  your  majesty *s  clerk  comptroller,  to  be  paid 
annually  by  the  patentee,  for  the  fiill  term  of  the  14 
years,  which,  for  13  years,  when  30  tons  of  copper  only 
are  coined,  is  not  inconsiderable ;  these  great  and  essen- 
tial differences  in  the  several  patents  that  have  been 
granted  for  coining  copper  money  for  the  kingdom  of 
Ireland  seemed  sufficiently  to  justify  the  care  and  cau- 
tion that  was  used  in  granting  the  letters-patent  to  Mr. 
Wood. 

It  has  been  further  represented  to  your  majesty  that 
these  letters-patent  were  obtained  by  Mr.  Wood  in  a 
clandestine  and  unprecedented  manner,  and  by  gross 
misrepresentations  of  the  state  of  the  kingdom  of  Ire- 
land.    Upon  inquiring  into  this  fact,  it  appears,  that 
the  petition  of  Mr.  Wood  for  obtaining  this  coinage 
was  presented  to  your  majesty  at  the  time  that  several 
other  petitions  and  supplications  were  made  to  your 
majesty,  for  the  same  purpose,  by  sundry  persons  well 
acquainted  and  conversant  with  the  afiairs  of  Ireland, 
setting  forth  the  great  want  of  small  money  and  change 
in  all  the  common  and  lower  parts  of  traJlic  and  busi- 
ness throughout  the  kingdom,   and  the  terms  of  Mr. 
Wood's  petition  seeming  to  yuur  majesty  most  reason- 
able, thereupon  a  draught  of  warrant,  directing  a  grant 
of  such  coinage  to  be  mads  to  Mr.  Wood,  was  then  re- 
ferred to  your  majesty's  then  attorney  and  solicitor- 
general  of  England,  to  consider  and  report  their  opinion 
to  your  majesty :  sir  Isaac  Newton,  as  die  committee 
is  informed,  was  consulted  in  all  the  steps  of  settling 
and  adjusting  the  terms  and  conditions  or  the  patent ; 
and  after  mature  deliberation,  your  majesty's  warrant 
was  signed,  directing  an  indenture  in  such  manner  as 
is  practised  in  your  majesty's  mint  in  the  Tower  of 
London,  for  the  coining  of  gold  and  silver  moneys,  to  pass 
the  great  seal  of  Great  Britain,  which  was  carried  through 
all  the  usual  forms  and  offices  without  haste  or  preci- 
pitation ;  Uut  the  committee  cannot  discover  the  least 
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pretence  to  lay  this  patent  wai  paaed  or  obtained  in  a 
clandestine  or  unprecedented  manner,  unless  it  is  to  be 
understood,  that  your  majesty^s  granting  a  liberty  of 
coining  copper  money  for  Ireland,  under  tbe  great  seal 
of  Great  Britain,  without  referring  the  consideration 
thereof  to  the  principal  officers  of  Ireland,  is  the 
grievance  and  mischief  complained  of.  Upon  this  head, 
it  must  be  admitted  that  letters-patent  under  the 
great  seal  of  Great  Britain,  for  coimng  copper  money 
for  Ireland,  are  legal  and  obligatory,  a  just  and  reason- 
able exercise  of  your  majesty's  royal  prerogative,  and 
in  no  manner  derogatory  or  invasive  of  any  liberties 
or  privileges  of  your  subjects  of  Ireland.  When  any 
matter  or  thing  is  transacting  that  concerns  or  may 
affect  your  kingdom  of  Ireland,  if  your  majesty  ha» 
any  doubts  concerning  the  same,  or  sees  just  cause  for 
considering  your  officers  of  Ireland,  your  majerty  is 
frequently  pleased  to  refer  such  considemtions  to  your 
chief  governors  of  Ireland  ;  but  the  lords  of  the  com- 
mittee hope  it  will  not  be  asserted  that  any  legal 
orders  or  resolutions  of  your  majesty  can  or  ought  to 
be  called  in  question  or  invalidated,  because  the  advice 
or  consent  of  your  chief  governors  of  that  kingdom  was 
not  previously  had  upon  them.  The  precedents  are 
many  wherein  cases  of  great  im^rtance  to  Ireland, 
and  that  immediately  affected  the  mterests  of  that  king- 
dom, warrants,  orders,  and  directions,  by  the  authority 
of  your  majesty  and  your  royal  predecessors,  have  been 
issued  under  the  royal  sign  manual,  without  any  pre- 
vious reference,  or  advice  of  your  officers  of  Ireluid, 
which  have  always  had  their  due  force,  and  have  been 
punctually  complied  with  and  obeyed.  And  as  it 
cannot  be  disputed  but  this  patent  might  legally  and 
properly  pass  under  the  great  seal  of  Great  Britain,  so 
their  lordships  cannot  find  any  precedents  or  references 
to  the  officers  of  Ireland,  of  what  passed  under  the 
great  seal  of  England ;  on  the  contrary,  there  are  pre- 
cedents of  patents  passed  under  the  great  seal  of  Ire- 
land, where  in  all  the  previous  steps  the  references  were 
made  to  the  officers  of  England. 

By  the  misrepresentation  of  the  state  of  Ireland,  in 
order  to  obtain  this  patent,  it  is  presumed  is  meant,  Uiat 
the  information  given  to  your  majesty  of  the  great  want 
of  small  money,  to  make  small  payments,  was  ground- 
less, and  that  there  is  no  such  want  of  small  money. 
The  lords  of  the  committee  inquired  very  particvdarly 
into  this  article,  and  Mr.  Wocxl  produces  several  wit- 
nesses that  directly  asserted  the  great  want  of  small 
money  for  change,  and  the  great  damage  that  retailers 
and  manufacturers  suffered  for  the  want  of  such  copper 
money.  Evidence  was  given  that  considerable  manu- 
facturers have  been  obliged  to  give  tallies,  or  tokens  in 
cards,  to  their  workmen,  for  want  of  small  money, 
signed  upon  the  back,  to  be  afterwards  exchanged  for 
IsLTger  money:  That  a  premium  was  often  given  to 
obtain  small  money  for  necessary  occasions :  Several 
letters  from  Ireland  to  correspond^ts  in  England  were 
read,  complaining  of  the  want  of  copiier  money,  and 
expressing  the  great  demand  there  was  for  this  money. 

The  great  want  of  small  money  was  further  proved 
by  the  common  use  of  rapt,  a  counterfeit  coin,  of  such 
base  metal  that  what  passes  for  a  haU^nny  is  not 
worth  half  a  farthing ;  which  raps  appeared  to  have 
obtained  a  currency  out  of  necessity,  and  for  want  of 
better  small  money  to  make  change  with ;  and  by  the 
best  accounts,  the  lords  of  the  committee  have  reason 
to  believe  that  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  there  is  a 
real  want  of  small  monev  in  Ireland,  which  seems  to 
be  so  far  admitted  on  all  hands,  that  there  does  not 
appear  to  have  been  any  misrepresentation  of  the  state 
of  Ireland  in  this  respect. 

In  the  second  address  fiom  the  house  of  commons 
to  your  majesty,  they  most  humbly  beseech  your  ma- 
jesty that  you  will  be  graciously  pleased  to  give  di- 


rections to  tbe  sereral  officers  intrusted  with  the  receipt 
of  your  majesty's  revenue,  that  they  do  not,  on  any 
pretence  whatsoever,  receive  or  utter  such  halfpence 
or  farthings ;  and  Mr.  Wood,  in  his  petition  to  your 
majesty,  complains  that  the  officers  of  your  majesty's 
revenue  had  already  given  such  orders  to  all  the  infe- 
rior officers  not  to  receive  any  of  this  coin. 

Your  majesty,  by  your  patent  under  the  great  seal 
of  Great  Britain,  wiUs,  requires,  and  commands  your 
**  lieutenant,  deputy,  or  other  chief  governor  or  gover- 
nors of  your  kingdom  of  Ireland,  and  all  other  officers 
and  ministers  of  your  majesty,  your  heirs  and  succes- 
sors, in  England,  Ireland,  or  dsewhere,  to  be  aiding  and 
assisting  to  the  said  William  Wood,  his  executors,  ftc, 
in  the  execution  of  all  or  any  the  powers,  authorities, 
directions,  matters,  or  diings,  to  be  executed  by  him 
or  them,  or  for  his  or  their  benefit  and  advantage,  by 
virtue  and  in  pursuance  of  the  said  indentures,  in  all 
things  as  becometh,"  &c. — And  if  the  officers  of  the 
revenue  have,  upon  their  own  authority,  given  any 
orders,  directions,  significations,  or  intimations,  to  hinder 
or  obstruct  the  receiving  and  uttering  the  copper  money 
coined  and  imported  pursuant  to  your  majesty's  let- 
ters-patent, this  cannot  but  be  looked  upon  as  a  very 
extraordinary  proceeding. 

In  another  paragraph  of  the  patent  your  majesty  has 
covenanted  and  granted  unto  tne  said  William  Wood, 
his  executors,  &c.  "  That  upon  performance  of  cove- 
nants on  his  and  their  parts,  ne  and  they  shall  peace- 
ably and  quietly  have,  hold,  and  enjoy  all  the 
powers,  authorities,  privileges,  licences,  profits,  advan- 
tages, and  all  other  matters  and  things  thereby  granted, 
without  any  let,  suit,  trouble,  molestation,  or  denial  of 
your  majesty,  your  heiis  or  successors,  or  of  or  by  any 
of  your  or  their  officers  or  ministers,  or  any  person  or 
persons,^*  &c. — ^This  being  so  expressly  granted  and 
covenanted  by  your  majesty,  and  there  appearing  no 
failure,  non-performance,  or  breach  of  covenants,  on  the 
part  of  the  patentee,  the  lords  of  the  committee  cannot 
advise  your  majesty  to  give  directions  to  tbe  officen  of 
the  revenue  not  to  receive  or  utter  any  of  the  said 
copper  halfpence  or  farthings,  as  has  been  desired. 

Mr.  Wood,  having  been  heard  by  his  counsel,  pro- 
duced his  several  witnesses ;  all  the  papers  and  prece- 
dents which  he  thought  material  having  been  read  and 
considered  ;  and  having,  as  he  conceived,  fully  vindi- 
cated both  the  patent  and  the  execution  thereof :  For 
his  further  justification,  and  to  clear  himself  from  the 
imputation  of  attempting  to  make  to  himself  any  un- 
reasonable profit  or  advantage,  and  to  enrich  himself  at 
the  expense  of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  by  endeavour^ 
ing  to  impose  upon  them,  and  utter  a  greater  quantity 
of  copper  money  than  the  necessary  occasions  of  the 
people  shall  require  and  can  easily  t^e  off,  delivered 
a  proposal  in  writing,  signed  by  himself,  which  is  here- 
unto annexed ;  and  Mr.  ^nxA  having,  by  the  said 
letters-patent,  "  covenanted,  granted,  and  promised  to, 
and  with  your  majesty,  your  heirs  and  successors,  that 
he  shall  and  will,  from  time  to  time,  in  the  making  of 
the  said  copper  farthings  and  half]pence  in  England, 
and  in  transporting  the  same  from  time  to  time  in 
Ireland,  and  in  uttering,  vending,  disposing,  and 
dispersing  the  same  there,  and  in  all  his  doings  and 
accounts  concerning  the  same,  submit  himself  to  the 
inspection,  examination,  order,  and  comptrol  of  your 
majesty  and  your  commissioners  of  the  treasury,  or 
high-treasurer,  for  the  time  being  f^  the  lords  of  the 
committee  are  of  opinion  that  your  maiesty,  upon  this 
voluntary  offer  and  proposal  of  Mr.  Vr  ood,  may  give 
proper  orders  and  directions  for  the  execution  and  due 
performance  of  such  parts  of  the  said  proposal  as  shall 
oe  judged  most  for  the  interest  and  accommodation  of 
your  subjects  of  Ireland  .  In  the  mean  time,  it  not  ap- 
pearing to  their  lordships  that  Mr.  Wood  has  done  or 
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committed  anj  act  or  deed  that  may  tend  to  invalidate 
itf  make  vuid  hti  letten-patent,  or  to  forfeit  the  pri?i- 
It^gn  and  advantages  th^by  granted  to  him  by  your 
majesty,  it  is  bat  jiitt  and  reasonable  that  your  ma- 
jfSTy  should  immediately  send  orders  to  your  commis- 
siuoersof  the  revenue^  and  all  other  your  oCEicers  in 
Iceland,  to  revoke  all  orders,  directions,  significations, 
or  intloiatioDS  whatsoever,  that  may  have  been  given 
by  them  or  any  of  them,  to  hinder  or  obstruct  the  re- 
oeivii^  and  uttering  this  copper  money,  and  that  the 
half^ience  and  farthings  already  coined  by  Mr.  Wood, 
amountiDg  to  about  17,000/.,  and  such  further  quan- 
tity as  shall  make  up  the  said  17,000/.  to  40,000/., 
^  be  suffered  and  permitted,  without  any  let,  suit, 
trouble,  molestation,  or  denial  of  any  of  your  majesty's 
officers  or  ministers  whatsoever,  to  pass  and  be  received 
as  cairent  money  by  such  as  shall  be  willing  to  receive 
the  same.**  At  the  same  time^  it  may  be  advisable  for 
your  majesty  to  give  the  proper  orders  that  Mr.  Wood 
shall  not  coin,  import  into  Ireland,  utter,  or  dispose  of 
any  more  copper  halfpence  or  farthings  than  to  the 
amount  of  40,000/.,  according  to  his  own  proposal, 
without  your  majesty's  special  licence  or  authori^,  to 
be  had  for  that  purpose ;  and  if  your  majesty  shul  be 
pleawd  to  order  that  Mr.  Wood's  proposal,  delivered 
to  the  lords  of  the  committee,  shall  be  transmitted  to 
your  majesty's  chief  governor,  deputies,  or  other  your 
ministers  or  officers  in  Ireland,  it  will  give  them  a  pro- 
l«r  opportunity  to  consider  whether,  after  the  reduc- 
tion of  360  tons  of  copper,  being  in  value  100,800/.,  to 
1 13  tons  17  cwt  16  pounds,  being  in  value  40,000/. 
only,  anything  can  be  done  for  the  further  satisfiM- 
tion  of  the  people  of  Ireland. 


I£TTER  THE  THIRD. 


Sone  otasrtatfoiw  on  s  psper  called  The  Report  of  the  Com* 
mitteeof  the  dmmI  Hoooarable  the  PriTy-Counoil  tDBngland. 
fvlaSiag  to  Wood's  halfpence. 

TO  TBX  NOBIUTT  AND  OBNTRT  OP  TUB  UMODOM  OF 

IRBLAND. 

AiigQattSth»1724. 
Hsvncs  alicftdy  written  two  letters  to  the  people  of  my 
ovn  levd  and  condition,  and  having  now  very  pressing 
occasion  for  writing  a  third,  I  thought  I  could  not  more 
pKvpeily  address  it  than  to  your  loidships  and  worships. 
The  occasion  is  this : — ^A  printed  paper  was  sent  to 
nne  0fi  the  IStfa  instant,  entitled  *«  A  Reports  of  the 
Committee  of  the  Lords  of  his  Majesty's  Most  Honour- 
able Privy-Council  in  England,  relating  toMr.  Wood^s 
Halfpence  and  Farthings.'*  There  is  no  mention  made 
where  the  paper  was  printed,  but  I  suppose  it  to  have 
Um  in  Dublm ;  and  1  have  been  told  that  the  copy 
did  Dcj*  eome  over  in  the  Gasette,  but  in  the  London 
Joomal,  or  some  other  print  of  no  authority  or  conse- 
<)tseooe.  And,  for  anything  that  legally  appears  to  the 
cuotiary,  it  may  be  a  contrivance  to  fright  us ;  or  a 
project  of  some  printer  who  has  a  mind  to  inake  a 

rt,  though  dimwn  up  with  great  meclstoQ  aod 
no  inpMMioo.  It  wm  answered  by  Swift  in 
«  IMlen:  lus  hardj  aamtions  and  false  represent- 
iaiplieiily  beliered ;  and  the  popular  outcry  was  ao 
that  the  loiw-Jastlofe  refueed  to  issue  the  orders  for 
of  the  coin.  A  general  panic  aeised  evoa  the 
__  fiienda.  who  were  apprehensive  of  popular  oonunO' 
People  of  all  descriptioos  and  parties  flocked  in  crowds 
Su  die  haakm  Co  draand  their  money,  and  drew  their  notea 
wiik  aa  eapseas  eoodition  to  be  paid  in  gold  or  sUver.  The 
p«blMlwfa  of  the  nost  tieaeonable  panphleta  escaped  with  im- 
pamsy,  ptovldnl  Wood  and  hb  patent  were  introdueed  into  the 
wortL*  The  gnad  inriee  eonld  scarcely  be  faiduoed  to  find  any 
bill  ^aiut  aisch  d^hiquents;  no  witnesses  in  the  orosecution 
WW  «fe  in  tbeir  pcnons :  and  no  juries  were  inclined,  or  if 
tarHu^  eoold  Tentoiv,  to  0nd  them  guilty.  Not  content  with 
rvfaa^  to  bring  in  a  bill  of  indictment  sgainst  the  printer  of 
the  Diafftsr'e  Letters,  the  next  giand  iuiy  of  Dublin,  in  a  pre- 
•entaeat  drawn  np  bv  tlwUl,  pnaeoted  aU  persons  aa  enemiea 
te>  :he  ipnerument  who  aiionla  endeavoor.  by  flrand  or  other- 
wiaa.toiaposB  Wood's  hslfjpeoce  on  the  people."— CoxB.  p.  SS6. 
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penny  by  publishing  something  upon  a  sulriect  which 
now  employs  all  our  thoughts  in  thb  kingdom.  Mr. 
Wood,  in  publishing  this  paper,  would  insinuate  to  the 
world  as  if  the  committee  had  a  greater  concern  for  his 
credit  and  private  emolument  than  for  the  honour  of 
the  privy-council  and  both  houses  of  parliament  here, 
and  for  the  quiet  and  welfare  of  this  whole  kingdom  ; 
for  it  seems  intended  as  a  vindication  of  Mr.  Wood, 
not  without  several  severe  reflections  on  the  houses  of 
lords  and  commons  of  Ireland. 

The  whole  is  indeed  written  with  the  turn  and  air  of 
a  pamphlet ;  as  if  it  were  a  dispute  between  William 
Wood  on  the  one  part,  and  the  lords-justices,  privy- 
council,  and  both  nouses  of  parliament  on  the  other ; 
the  design  of  it  being  to  clear  William  Wood,  and  to 
charge  the  other  side  with  casting  rash  and  groundless 
aspersions  upon  him. 

But  if  it  be  really  what  the  title  imports,  Mr.  Wood 
has  treated  the  committee  with  great  rudeness,  by 
publishing  an  act  of  theirs  in  so  unbecoming  a  manner, 
without  their  leave,  and  before  it  was  communicated 
to  the  government  and  privy-council  of  Irelanil,  to 
whom  tibe  committee  advised  that  it  should  be  trans- 
mitted. But,  with  all  deference  be  it  spoken,  I  do 
not  conceive  that  a  report  of  a  committee  of  die  coun- 
cil in  England  is  hitnerto  a  law  in  either  kingdom; 
and,  until  any  point  is  determined  to  be  a  law,  it  re- 
mains disputable  by  every  subject 

This,  may  it  please  your  lordships  and  worshipi^ 
may  seem  a  strange  way  of  discoursing  in  an  illiterate 
shopkeeper.  I  have  endeavoured  (although  without 
the  help  of  books)  to  improve  that  small  portion  of 
reason  Uod  has  been  pleased  to  give  me ;  and  when 
reason  plainly  appears  before  me,  I  cannot  turn  away 
my  head  from  it.  Thus,  for  instance,  if  any  lawyer 
should  tell  me  that  such  a  point  were  law,  from  which 
many  gross  palpable  absurdities  must  follow,  I  would 
not,  1  could  not,  believe  him.  If  sir  Edward  Coke 
should  positively  assert  (which  he  nowhere  does,  but 
the  direct  contrary)  *'that  a  limited  prince  could, 
by  his  prerogative,  oblige  his  subjects  to  take  half  an 
ounce  of  lead,  stamped  with  hb  image,  for  twenty 
shillings  in  gold,**  I  should  swear  he  was  deceived,  or 
a  deceiver ;  because  a  power  like  that  would  leave 
the  whole  lives  and  fortunes  of  the  people  entirely  at  the 
mercy  of  the  monarch ;  yet  thii  in  eflect  is  what  Wood 
has  advanced  in  some  of  his  papers,  and  what  suspicious 
people  may  possibly  apprehend  from  some  passages  in 
that  which  is  called  the  report. 

That  paper  mentions  such  persons  to  have  been  ex- 
amined, who  were  desirous  and  willing  to  be  heard 
upon  this  subject.  I  am  told  they  were  four  in  all — 
Coleby,  Brown,  Mr.  Finley  the  banker,  and  one  more, 
whose  name  I  know  not.  The  first  of  these  was  tried 
for  robbing  the  treasury  in  Ireland ;  and  though  he 
was  acquitted  for  want  of  legal  proof,  yet  every  person 
in  the  court  believed  him  to  be  guilty.  The  second 
was  tried  for  a  rape,  and  stands  recorded  in  the  votes 
of  the  house  of  commons  for  endeavouring,  by  per« 
jury  and  subornation,  to  take  away  the  life  of  John 
Bingham,  esq. 

But,  since  I  have  gone  so  far  as  to  mention  particu- 
lar persons,  it  may  be  some  satisfaction  to  know  who 
is  this  Wood  himself,  that  has  the  honour  to  have  a 
whole  kingdom  at  his  mercy  for  almost  two  years  to- 
gether. I  find  that  he  is  in  the  patent  entitled  etquirtf 
although  he  were  understood  to  be  only  a  hardware- 
man,  and  so  I  have  been  bold  to  call  him  in  my 
former  letters :  however,  a  ^tjidre  he  is,  not  only  by 
virtue  of  his  patent,  but  by  having  been  a  collector  in 
Shropshire :  where,  pretending  to  have  been  robbed, 
and  suing  the  county,  he  was  cast,  and,  for  the  infamy 
of  the  fact,  lost  his  employment. 

I  have  heard  anotner  story  of  this  *squiie  Wood, 
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from  a  vtfy  honourable  Xidy,  that  one  Hamilton  told, 
her.  Hamilton  waa  wnt  for,  six  years  ago,  by  Bir 
Isaac  Newton,  to  try  the  coinage  of  four  men,  who 
then  solicited  a  patent  for  coining  halfpence  for  Ireland ; 
tl)eir  names  were  Wood,  Costor,  Eliston,  and  Parker. 
Parker  made  the  fairest  offer,  and  Wood  the  wont ; 
for  his  coin  were  three  halfpence  in  a  pound  weight 
less  value  than  the  other.  By  which  it  is  plain  with 
what  intentions  he  solicited  hit  patent;  but  not  so 
plain  how  he  obtained  it. 

It  is  alleged  in  the  said  paper,  called  the  Report, 
'*  that,  upon  repeated  orders  from  a  secretary  of  state 
for  sending  over  such  papers  and  witnesses  as  should 
be  thought  proper  to  support  the  objections  made 
against  the  patent  by  botn  houses  of  parliament,  the 
lord-lieutenant  represented  the  great  difficulty  he 
found  himself  in,  to  comply  with  these  orders ;  that 
none  of  the  principal  members  of  both  houses,  who 
were  in  the  king  s  service  or  council,  would  take  upon 
them  to  advise  how  any  material,  person,  or  papers, 
might  be  sent  over  on  this  occasion,**  &c.  And  this 
IS  often  repeated,  and  represented  as  a  proceeding 
that  seems  very  extraordinary ;  and  that,  in  a  matter 
which  had  raised  so  great  a  clamour  in  Ireland,  no 
one  person  could  be  prevailed  upon  to  come  over  from 
Ireland  in  support  oi  the  united  sense  of  both  houses 
of  parliament  in  Ireland ;  especially,  that  the  chief 
difficulty  should  arise  from  a  general  apprehension  of 
a  miscarriage,  in  an  inquiry  before  bis  majesty,  or  in 
a  proceeding  by  due  course  of  law,  in  a  case  where 
both  houses  of  parliament  had  declared  themselves  so 
folly  convinced  and  satisBed  upon  evidence  and  ex- 
aminattons  taken  in  the  most  solemn  manner. 

How  shall  I,  a  poor  ignorant  shopkeeper,  utterly 
unskilled  in  law,  be  able  to  answer  so  weighty  an  ob- 
jection t  I  will  try  what  can  be  done  by  plain  reason, 
unassisted  by  art,  cunning,  or  eloquence. 

In  my  humble  opinion,  the  committee  of  council 
has  already  prejudged  the  whole  case,  by  calling  the 
united  sense  of  both  houses  of  parliament  in  Ireland 
"  a  universal  clamour.""  Here  tlie  addresses  of  the 
lords  and  commons  of  Ireland,  against  a  ruinous 
destructive  project  of  an  obscure  single  undertaker,  ia 
called  '^  a  clamour."  I  desire  to  know  bow  such  a 
style  would  be  resented  in  England  from  a  committee 
of  council  there  to  a  parliament ;  and  how  many  im- 
peachments would  follow  upon  it  f  But  supposing  the 
appellation  to  be  propa,  I  never  heard  of  a  wise  mi- 
nister who  despised  tne  universal  clamour  of  a  people ; 
and  if  that  clamour  can  be  quieted  by  disappointing 
the  fraudulent  practice  of  a  single  person,  the  pur- 
chase is  not  exorbitant 

But,  in  answer  to  this  objection :  First,  it  is  mani- 
fest that  if  this  coinage  had  been  in  Ireland,  with 
such  limitations  as  have  been  formerly  specified  in 
other  patents,  and  granted  to  persons  of  this  kingdom, 
or  even  of  England,  able  to  give  sufficient  security, 
few  or  no  inconveniences  could  have  happened.  As 
to  Mr.  Knox's  patent,  mentioned  in  the  report,  security 
was  given  into  the  exchequer,  that  the  patentee  should 
upon  all  demands  be  obliged  to  receive  his  halfpence 
back,  and  pay  gold  or  silver  in  exchange  for  them. 
And  Mr.  Moor  (to  whom  I  suppose  tliat  patent  was 
made  over)  was,  in  1694,  forced  to  leave  off  coining 
before  the  end  of  that  year,  by  the  great  crowds  of 
people  continually  offering  to  return  his  coinage  upon 
nim.  In  1698  he  coined  again,  and  was  forcea  to 
give  over  for  the  same  reason.  This  entirely  alters 
the  case ;  for  there  is  no  such  condition  in  Wood's 
patent;  which  condition  was  worth  a  hundred  times 
all  other  limitations  whatsoever. 

Put  the  case,  that  the  two  houses  of  lords  and  com- 
mons of  Ibiglandy  and  the  privy-council  there,  should 
address  his  majesty  to  recall  a  patent  from  whence 


they  apprehend  the  most  ruinous  consequences  to  te 
whole  Kingdom ;  and,  to  make  it  stronger  if  possible, 
that  the  whole  nation,  almost  to  a  man,  should  thereupon 
discover  '*the  most  dismal  apprehensions,"  as  Mr. 
Wood  styles  them ;  would  his  majesty  debate  half  an 
hour  what  he  had  to  dof  Would  any  minister  dare  to 
advise  him  against  recalling  such  a  patent  Y  Or  would 
the  matter  be  referred  to  the  privy-council,  or  to  West* 
minster-hall ;  the  two  houses  of  parliament  plaintiffst 
and  William  Wood  defendant?  And  is  there  even 
the  smallest  difference  between  the  two  cases  f 

Were  not  the  people  of  Ireland  bom  as  free  as  those 
of  England?  How  have  they  forfeited  their  freedom  f 
Is  nut  their  parliament  as  fair  a  representative  of  the 
people  as  that  of  England  f  And  has  not  their  privy- 
council  as  great  or  a  greater  share  in  the  administra- 
tion of  public  affairs?  Are  not  they  subjects  of  the 
same  king  ?  Does  not  the  same  sun  shine  upon  them  f 
And  have  they  not  the  same  God  for  their  protector  f 
Am  I  a  freeman  in  England,  and  do  I  become  a  slave 
in  six  hours  by  crossing  the  Channel  f  No  wonder, 
then,  if  the  boldest  persons  were  cautious  to  interpose  in 
a  matter  already  determined  by  the  whole  voice  of  the 
nation,  or  to  presume  to  represent  the  representatives  of 
the  kingdom,  and  were  justly  apprehensive  of  meeting 
such  a  treatment  as  they  would  deserve  at  the  next  ses- 
sion. It  would  seem  very  extraordinary  if  any  inferior 
court  in  England  should  take  a  great  matter  out  of  the 
hands  of  the  high  court  of  parliament  during  a  proroga- 
tion, and  decide  it  against  the  opinion  of  both  houses. 

It  happens,  however,  that  although  no  persons  were 
so  bold  as  to  go  over  as  evidences  to  prove  the  truth  of 
the  objections  made  against  this  patent  by  the  high  court 
of  parliament  here,  yet  these  objections  stand  good, 
notwithslanding  the  answers  made  by  Mr.  Wood  and 
his  counsel. 

The  Report  says,  **  that  upon  an  assay  made  of  the 
fineness,  weight,  and  value  of  this  copper,  it  exceeded 
in  every  article.**  This  is  possible  enough  in  the  pieces 
upon  which  the  assay  was  made ;  but  Wood  must  have 
failed  very  much  in  point  of  dexterity  if  he  had  not 
taken  care  to  provide  a  sufficient  quanity  of  such  half- 
pence as  would  bear  the  trial ;  which  he  was  able  to  do, 
although  they  were  taken  out  of  several  parcels ;  ainoe 
it  is  now  plain  that  the  bias  of  favour  has  been  wholly 
on  his  side. 

But  what  need  is  there  of  disputing,  when  we  have  a 
positive  demonstration  of  Wood's  firaudulent  practices 
m  this  point?  I  have  seen  a  large  quantity  of  these 
half^nce  weighed  by  a  very  skilful  person,  which 
were  of  four  different  kinds,  three  of  them  considerably 
under  weight  I  have  now  before  me  an  exact  compu- 
tation of  the  difference  of  weight  between  these  four 
sorts;  by  which  it  appears  that  the  fourth  sort,  or  the 
lightest,  differs  from  the  first  to  a  degree,  that,  in  the 
coinage  of  three  hundred  and  sixty  tons  of  copper,  the 
patentee  wUl  be  a  gainer,  only  by  that  difference,  of 
24^494/.;  and,  in  the  whole,  the  public  will  be  a  loser 
of  82,168/.  16«.,  even  supposing  the  metal  in  point  of 
goodness  to  answer  Wood's  contract,  and  the  assay  that 
has  been  made,  which  it  infallibly  does  not  For  this 
point  has  likewise  been  inquired  into  by  very  expe- 
rienced men ;  who,  upon  several  trials  on  many  of  these 
halfpence,  have  found  them  to  be  at  least  one-fourth 
part  below  the  real  value,  not  including  the  raps  or 
counterfeits  that  he  or  his  accomplices  have  already 
made  of  his  own  coin,  and  scattered  about  Now,  the 
coinage  of  360  tons  of  copper,  coined  by  the  weight  of 
the  fourth  or  lightest  sort  of  his  halfpence^  will  amount 
to  123^488/.  16s.  i  and  if  we  subtracta  fourth  part  of  the 
real  value  by  the  base  mixture  in  the  metsl,  we  must 
add  to  the  public  loss  one-fomth  part  to  be  subtracted 
from  the  intrinsic  value  of  the  copper;  which  in  360 
tons  amount  to  10,080/.;  and  this,  added  to  the  former 
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■na  of  82,168/.  lOt.,  will  make  in  all  93^248/.  Iom  to 

the  public ;  bendettheraps  or  eounteifeits  that  he  may 
at  any  tiaae  hereafter  thinK  fit  to  coin.  Nor  do  I  know 
wfaech«r  be  reckons  the  dron  excluaive  or  inclusive 
with  his  360  tons  of  copper,  which,  however,  will  make 
a  very  oonriderable  diligence  in  the  account. 

You  will  facte  please  to  observe  that  the  profit  al- 
lowed to  Wood  by  the  patent  is  twelvepence  out  of 
every  poond  of  copper  valued  at  one  shilling  and  six- 
pmoe ;  vbereas  fivcpence  only  is  allowed  for  coinage 
of  a  pound  weight  for  the  English  haU)pence;  and  this 
diffnenoe  is  idmost  twenty-five  per  eent.^  which  is 
double  to  tbe  highest  exchange  of  money,  even  under 
all  the  additional  pressures  and  obstructions  to  trade  that 
thit  anhap|iy  kingdom  lies  at  present.  This  one  cir- 
comslance,  in  ^  coinage  of  360  tons  of  copper,  makes 
a  diflcicnee  of  27,720/.,  between  English  and  Irish  half- 
neoce,  even  allowing  those  of  Wood  to  be  all  of  the 
beaviest  sort. 

It  is  likewise  to  be  considered,  that  of  every  hal^nny 
in  a  poond  weight  exceeding  the  number  directed  by 
the  patent.  Wood  will  be  a  gainer,  in  the  coinage  of 
360  tons  €i  copper,  of  16S0/.  profit  more  dian  the  patent 
aBowa  him ;  out  of  which  he  may  afford  to  make  his 
cMDptrollera  easy  upon  that  article. 

As  to  what  is  alleged,  that  these  half^ce  far  exceed 
the  like  coinage  for  Ireland  in  the  reigns  of  his  majes- 
ty *s  predecassors,  there  cannot  well  be  a  mon  excep- 
tionable way  of  arguing,  althongh  the  tact  were  true; 
which,  however,  is  altogether  mistaken ;  not  by  any 
Cuih  in  the  eommtttee,  but  by  the  fraud  and  imposition 
of  Wood,  who  certainly  produced  the  worst  patterns  he 
could  find ;  such  as  were  coined  in  small  numbers  by 
pamlssious  to  private  men,  as  butchers*  halfpence, 
hbf  k  dog%  and  others  the  like ;  or  perhaps  the  small 
$t  Ftttrick's  coin,  which  passes  now  for  a  farthing,  or 
at  best  some  of  ^e  smallest  raps  of  the  latest  kind. 
For  I  have  now  by  me  hAlf^>ence  coined  in  the  year 
16W,  by  virtue  of  the  patent  granted  to  my  lord 
Dartmootfay  which  was  renewed  to  Knox,  and  they  are 
heavier  by  a  ninth  part  than  those  of  Wood,  and  of 
nracb  better  metsl;  and  the  great  St.  Patrick's  half- 
pffKW  are  yet  larger  than  either. 

But  what  is  all  this  to  the  present  debate  f  If,  under 
tbe  vaiioua  exigencies  of  former  times,  by  wars,  rebel- 
lions, and  iitturiections,  tbe  kings  of  England  were 
sMnetinies  forced  to  pay  their  armies  here  with  mixed 
or  boas  money,  God  forbid  that  the  necessities  of 
torbulestt  times  should  be  a  precedent  for  times  of 
peace,  and  ordtr,  and  settlement 

In  the  patent  above  mentioned,  granted  to  lord 
DartmottA  in  the  reign  of  king  Charles  II.,  and  renewed 
to  Kmx,  tfae  seeurities  given  into  the  exchequer, 
obliging'  the  patentee  to  receive  his  money  back  upon 
every  demand,  were  an  efl^tual  remedy  against  all  in- 
cdnvcBienees :  and  the  copper  was  coined  in  our  king- 
doB ;  so  that  we  were  in  no  danger  to  purchase  it  with 
dte  loss  of  all  our  silver  and  gold  carried  over  to  an- 
other, nor  to  be  at  die  trouble  of  going  to  England  for 
the  ledicasing  of  any  abuse. 

That  the  kin^  of  England  have  exercised  their  pre- 
ra^atjfve  of  eoinng  copper  for  Ireland  and  for  England 
IS  not  tbe  present  question :  but,  to  speak  in  the  style  of 
tbe  report,  it  would  seem  a  little  extraordinary,  sup- 
pnsttig  a  king  should  think  fit  to  exercise  his  preroga- 
tive by  eoining  copper  in  Ireland,  to  be  current  in  Eng* 
bad.  witfaowt  reforring  it  to  his  officers  in  that  king- 
ditt,  to  be  informed  whether  the  grant  were  reasonable, 
sod  whether  the  people  desired  it  or  not,  and  without 
r*tmA  to  the  addresses  of  his  parliament  against  it. 
Ovd  forbid  that  so  mean  a  man  as  I  should  meddle 
wHh  f  he  kiog*s  premgative ;  but  I  have  heard  very  wise 
nan  say  ^  that  the  king's  prerogative  is  bounded  and 
baited  by  tbe  good  and  welfora  of  bis  people."    I 


desire  to  know  whedier  it  be  not  understood  and 
avowed  that  the  good  of  Ireland  was  intended  by  this 
patentf  But  Inland  b  not  consulted  at  all  in  the 
matter ;  and  as  soon  as  Ireland  is  informed  of  it,  they 
declare  against  it :  the  two  houses  of  parliament  and 
the  privy-council  addreu  his  majesty  upon  the  mis- 
chiefs apprehended  by  such  a  patent ;  the  privy-council 
in  England  take  the  matter  out  of  the  parliament's  cog- 
nisance; the  good  of  the  kingdom  is  dropped;  and  it 
is  now  determined,  that  Mr.  Wood  shall  have  tbe 
power  of  ruining  a  whole  nation  for  his  private  advan- 
tage. 

I  never  can  suppose  diat  such  patents  as  these  were 
originally  granted  with  a  view  of  being  a  job  for  the 
interest  of  a  particular  person,  to  the  damage  of  the 
public.    Whatever  profit  must  arise  to  the  patentee 
was  surely  meant,  at  best,  but  as  a  secondary  motive ; 
and  since  somebody  must  be  a  gainer,  the  choice  of  the 
person  was  made  either  by  favour  or  something  else, 
or  by  the  pretence  of  merit  and  honesty.    This  argu- 
ment returns  so  often  and  strox^ly  into  my  head,  tibat 
I  cannot  forbear  frequently  repeating  it    Surely  bis 
majesty,  when  he  consented  to  tlie  passing  of  this  patent, 
conceived  he  was  doing  an  act  of  grace  to  his  most 
loyal  subjects  of  Ireland,  without  any  regard  to  Mr. 
Wood  further  than  as  an  instrument;  but  the  people 
of  Ireland  think  this  patent  rintended,  no  doubt,  for 
their  good)  to  be  a  most  intolemble  grievance ;   and 
therefore  Mr.  Wood  can  never  succaMi  without  an 
open  avowal   that  his  profit  is   preferred,   not  only 
before  the  interest,   but  the  very  safety  and  being 
of  a  great  kingdom,  and  a  kingdom  distinguished  for 
its  loyalty  perhaps  above  all  others  upon  earth;  not 
tiirned  from  its  duty  by  the  jurisdiction  of  the  house  of 
lords  abolished  at  a  stroke,  by  the  hardships  of  the  act 
of  navigation  newly  enforced,  by  all  possible  obstruc- 
tions in  trade,  and  by  a  hundred  other  instances, 
enough  to  fill  this  paper ;  nor  was  there  ever  among  us 
the  least  attempt  toward  an  insurrection  in  favour  of 
the  pretender.    Therefore,  whatever  justice  a  free  people 
can  claim,  we  have  at  least  an  equal  title  to  it  with  our 
brethren  in  England;   and  whatever  grace  a  good 
prince  can  bestow  on  the  most  loyal  subjects^  we  have 
reason  to  expect  it.    Neither  has  this  kingdom  any 
way  deservea  to  be  sacrificed  to  one  single^  rapacious^ 
obscure,  ignominious  projector. 

Among  other  clauses  mentioned  in  this  patent,  to 
show  how  advantageous  it  is  to  Ireland,  there  is  one 
which  seems  to  be  of  a  singular  nature :  '*  Th$t  the 
patentee  shall  be  obliged,  during  his  term,  to  pay  600/. 
a-year  to  the  crown  and  200/.  a-year  to  the  comptroller." 
I  have  heard,  indeed,  that  the  kmg^s  council  do  always 
consider,  in  the  passing  of  a  patent  whether  it  will  be 
of  advantage  to  the  crown;  but  I  have  likewise  heard 
that  it  is  at  the  same  time  considered  whether  passing 
of  it  may  be  injurious  to  any  other  persons  or  bodies 
politic.  However,  although  the  attOTney  and  solicitor 
be  servants  to  the  king,  and  therefore  bound  to  oonsult 
his  majesty's  interest,  yet  I  am  under  some  doubt 
whether  600/.  aryear  to  the  crown  would  be  equivalent 
to  the  ruin  of  a  kingdom.  It  would  be  for  better  for 
us  to  have  paid  8000/.  a-year  into  his  majesty's  coffers, 
in  the  midst  of  all  our  taxes  (which,  in  proportion,  are 
greater  in  this  kingdom  than  ever  they  were  in  England, 
even  during  the  war),  than  purohase  such  an  addition  to 
tbe  revenue  at  the  price  of  our  utter  undoing. 

But  here  it  is  pLEiin  that  14,000/.  are  to  be  paid  by 
Wood,  only  as  a  small  cireumstantial  charge  for  the 
purchase  of  his  patent.  What  were  his  other  visible 
costs  I  know  not,  and  what  were  his  latent  is  variously 
conjectured;  but  he  must  be  surely  a  man  of  some 
wonderful  merit.  Has  he  saved  any  other  kingdom 
at  his  own  expense,  to  give  him  a  title  of  reimbursing 
himsdf  by  die  destruction  of  ouis  f    Has  he  discovered 


14 


THB  DRAPIBR^S  LETTEHS. 


the  longitude  or  the  uniTeml  medieiDef  No ;  bat  be 
has  found  the  philoeopher's  stone  after  a  new  manner, 
by  debasing  copper,  and  resolving  to  force  it  upon  us 
for  gold. 

When  the  two  houses  represented  to  his  majesty  that 
this  patent  to  Wood  was  obtained  in  a  clandestine 
manner,  surely  the  committee  could  not  think  the 
parliament  would  insinuate  that  it  had  not  passed  in 
the  common  forms,  and  run  through  every  olBce  where 
fees  and  perquisites  were  due.  They  knew  very  well, 
that  persons  m  places  were  no  enemies  to  grants;  and 
that  the  officers  of  the  crown  could  not  be  kept  in  the 
dark.  But  the  late  lord-lieutenant  [duke  ofCrraiton] 
of  Ireland  affirmed  it  was  a  secret  to  him ;  and  who 
will  doubt  his  veracity,  eqiecially  when  he  swore  to  a 
person  of  quality,  from  whom  I  luid  it,  <*  that  Ireland 
should  never  be  troubled  with  these  halfpence  f  *  It 
was  a  secret  to  the  people  of  Ireland,  who  were  to  be 
the  only  sufferers ;  and  those  who  best  knew  the  state 
of  the  kingdom,  and  were  most  able  to  advise  in  such 
an  affiuT,  were  wholly  stxangexs  to  it. 

It  is  allowed  by  the  report  that  this  patent  was 
passed  without  the  knowledge  of  the  chief  governor  or 
officers  of  Ireland ;  and  it  is  there  elaborately  shown 
that  former  patents  have  passed  in  the  same  manner, 
and  are  gooa  in  law.  I  shall  not  dispute  legality  of 
patents,  but  am  ready  to  suppose  it  m  his  majesty's 
power  to  grant  a  patent  for  stamping  round  bits  of 
copper  to  every  subject  he  has.  Thereftwe,  to  lay  aside 
the  point  of  law,  I  would  only  put  the  question,  Whe> 
ther,  in  reason  and  justice,  it  would  not  have  been 
proper,  in  an  affiiir  upon  which  the  welfare  of  this 
Kingdom  depends,  that  the  said  kingdom  should  have 
received  timely  notice ;  and  the  matter  not  be  carried 
on  between  the  patentee  and  the  officers  of  the  crown, 
who  were  to  be  tne  only  gainers  by  itf 

The  parliament,  who,  in  matters  of  this  nature,  are 
the  most  able  and  fiuthful  counsellors,  did  represent 
this  grant  to  be  destructive  of  trade  and  dangerous  to 
the  properties  of  the  people;  to  which  the  only  answer 
is,  that  the  king  has  a  prerogative  to  make  such  a  grant. 

It  is  asserted  "  that,  in  the  patent  to  Knox,  his  half* 
pence  are  made  and  declared  the  current  coin  of  the 
Kingdom ;  whereas,  in  this  to  Wood,  there  is  only  a 
power  given  to  issue  them  to  such  as  will  receive  them.'' 
The  authors  of  the  report,  I  think,  do  not  affirm  that 
the  king  can,  by  law,  declaze  anything  to  be  current 
money  by  his  letters-patent.  I  dare  say  they  will  not 
affirm  it;  and  if  Knox's  patoit  contained  in  it  power 
contrary  to  law,  why  is  it  mentioned  as  a  precedent  in 
his  majesty's  just  and  merciful  reign  f  But,  although 
that  clause  be  not  in  Wood's  patent,  yet  possibly  there 
are  others  the  legality  whoeof  may  be  equally 
doubted;  and  particularly  that  whereby  a  power  is 
given  to  William  Wood  to  break  into  houses  in  search 
of  any  coin  made  in  imitation  of  his.  This  may  per- 
haps be  affirmed  to  be  illegal  and  dangerous  to  the 
libecty  of  the  subject;  yet  this  is  a  precedent  taken 
from  Knox's  patent,  whoe  the  same  power  is  granted, 
and  is  a  strong  instance  what  uses  may  be  sometimes 
made  of  precedents. 

But  although,  before  the  passing  of  thb  patent,  it 
was  not  thought  necessary  to  consult  any  peisons  of  this 
kingdom,  or  make  the  least  inquiry,  whether  copper 
money  were  wanting  among  us;  yet  now  at  length, 
when  the  matter  is  over,  when  the  patent  has  long 
passed,  when  Wood  has  already  coined  17,000/.,  and 
has  his  tools  and  implements  prepared  to  coin  six 
times  as  much  more,  the  committee  has  been  pleased  to 
make  this  affair  the  subject  of  inquiry ;  Wood  is  per- 
mitted to  produce  his  evidences,  which  consist,  as  I 
have  already  observed,  of  four  in  number,  whereof 
Coleby,  Brown,  and  Mr.  Finley  the  banker,  are  three. 
And  these  were  to  prove  that  copper  money  was  ex- 


tremely wanted  in  Ireland.  The  first  had  been  out  of 
the  kingdom  almost  twenty  years,  from  the  time  that 
he  was  tried  for  robbing  the  treasury ;  and  therefore  hia 
knowledge  and  credibility  are  equal.  The  second  may 
be  allowed  a  more  knowing  witness,  because  I  think 
it  is  not  above  a  year  since  the  house  of  commons 
ordered  the  attomey-general  to  prosecute  him  fur  <»i- 
deavouring  to  take  away  the  life  of  John  Bingham,  esq., 
member  of  parliament,  by  perjury  and  subornation. 
He  asserted  that  he  was  forced  to  tally  with  hia 
labourers  for  want  of  small  money,  which  has  oflen 
been  practised  in  England  by  sir  Ambrose  Crawley,* 
and  others;  but  those  who  knew  him  better  give  a 
different  reason,  if  there  be  any  truth  at  all  in  the 
fact,  that  he  was  forced  to  tally  with  his  labourers,  not 
for  want  of  halfpence,  but  of  more  substantial  money : 
which  is  highly  possible,  because  the  race  of  suborners, 
forgers,  perjurers,  and  ravishers,  are  usually  people  of 
no  fortune,  or  of  those  who  have  run  it  out  by  their 
vices  and  profuseness.  Mr.  Finley,  the  third  witness, 
honestly  confessed  that  he  was  ignorant  whether  Ireland 
wanted  copper  or  not;  but  his  only  intention  was  to 
buy  a  certain  quantity  from  Wood  at  a  large  discount, 
and  sell  them  as  well  as  he  could ;  by  which  he  hoped 
to  get  two  or  three  thousand  pounds  for  himself. 

But  suppose  there  were  not  one  single  halfpenny  of 
copper  com  in  this  whole  kingdom  (which  Mr.  Wood 
seems  to  intend,  imless  we  will  come  to  his  terms,  aa 
appears  by  employing  his  emissaries  to  buy  up  our  old 
ones  at  a  penny  in  the  shilling  more  than  they  pass  for), 
it  could  not  be  any  real  evil  to  us,  although  it  might 
be  some  inconvenience.  We  have  many  sorts  of  small 
silver  coins,  to  which  they  are  strangers  in  England  ; 
such  as  the  French  threepences,  fourpence-halfpenniesy 
and  eightpence-farthings,  the  Scotch  fivepencesand  ten- 
pences,  beride  their  twenty-penoes  and  three-and-fuur- 
pences,  by  which  we  are  able  to  make  change  to  a 
halfpenny  of  almost  any  piece  of  gold  and  silver ;  and 
if  we  are  driven  to  the  expedient  of  a  sealed  card,  with 
the  little  gold  and  silver  still  remaining,  it  will,  I 
suppose,  be  somewhat  better  than  to  have  nothing  left 
but  Wood's  adulterated  copper,  which  he  is  neither 
obliged  by  his  patent,  nor  bitubbto  able  by  his  estate, 
to  make  good. 

The  Report  further  tells  us,  "  It  must  be  admitted, 
that  letters-patent,  under  the  great  seal  of  Great  Britain 
for  coining  copper  money  for  Ireland,  are  legal  and 
obligatory,  a  just  and  reasonable  exercise  of  his  ma* 
jesty's  royal  prerogative,  and  in  no  manner  derogatory 
or  invasive  of  any  liberty  or  privilege  of  bis  subjects  of 
Ireland.'*  First,  we  desire  to  know  why  his  majesty's 
prerogative  might  not  have  been  as  well  asserted  by 
passing  this  patent  in  Ireland,  and  subjecting  the 
several  conditions  of  the  contract  to  the  inspection  of 
those  who  are  only  concerned,  as  was  formerly  done  in 
the  only  precedents  for  patents  granted  for  coining  iu 
this  kingdom,  since  the  mixed  money  in  queen  Elixa- 
beth's  time,  during  the  difficulties  of  a  rebellion ; 
whereas  now,  upon  the  greatest  imposition  that  can 
possibly  be  practised,  we  must  go  to  Kngland  with  our 
complaints,  where  it  has  been  for  some  time  the  fashion 
to  tmnk,  and  to  affirm,  that  we  cannot  be  too  hardly 
used.  Again,  the  report  says  *'  that  such  patents  are 
obligatory."  After  long  thinking,  I  am  not  able  to 
find  out  what  can  possibly  be  meant  here  by  this  word 
Migatonf.  The  patent  of  Wood  neither  obliges  him 
to  utter  his  coin,  nor  us  to  take  it ;  or,  if  it  did  the 
latter,  it  would  be  so  far  void,  because  no  patent  caa 
oblige  the  subject  against  law ;  unless  an  illegal  patent 
passed  in  one  kingdom  can  bind  another  and  not  itself. 

Lastly,  it  is  added,  *<  That  such  patents  are  in  no 
manner  derogatory,  or  invasive  of  any  liberty  or  privi* 
lege  of  the  king's  subjects  of  Ireland."     If  this  propo- 

*  Who  was  proprietor  of  an  eilmslveboD-iiuumfMlory. 
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be  true,  M  It  it  hen  laid  down,  wiDi<mt  any 
IhoitetioQ  either  ezoreeeed  or  implied,  it  must  follow, 
^ut  a  kiDf  f^  Engbuid  may  at  any  time  coin  copper 
money  for  Ireland,  and  oblige  his  subjects  here  to  take 
apifce  of  copper  under  tiie  value  of  half  a  farthing  for 
hAlf-«-€Rwn,  as  was  practifed  by  the  late  king  James ; 
and  eren  widbont  that  arbitrary  nrinoe^s  excuse,  from 
the  neceiBity  and  exigencies  of  his  affairs.  If  this  be 
in  DO  manner  derogatory  nor  invasiTe  of  any  liberties 
of  pnyileges  of  the  subjects  of  Ireland,  it  ought  to  have 
bni  expressed  what  our  liberties  and  privileges  are, 
and  vhether  we  have  any  at  all ;  for,  in  specifying  the 
woid  btbmdy  instead  of  saying  ''  his  majesty's  sub- 
jeeta,"  it  would  seem  to  insinuate  that  we  are  not 
umn  the  same  foot  with  our  fellow-subjects  in  England; 
vnich,  however  the  practice  may  have  been,  I  hope 
will  never  be  directly  a«erted ;  for  I  do  not  understand 
that  Poyning's  act  deprived  us  of  our  liberty,  but  only 
changed  the  manner  of  passing  laws  here  Cwbich,  how- 
ever, was  a  power  most  indirectly  obtained),  by  leaving 
the  nepUire  to  the  two  houses  of  parliament.  But, 
waring  all  cootroveraies  relating  to  the  legislature,  no 
penoo  I  believe  was  ever  yet  so  bold  as  to  affirm  that 
the  people  of  Ireland  have  not  the  same  title  to  the 
bmefiti  of  the  common  law  with  the  rest  of  his  majesty's 
cnhjedi;  and  therefore,  whatever  liberties  or  privileges 
the  peonle  of  England  enjoy  by  common  law,  we  of 
Irelud  haTe  the  same ;  so  that,  in  my  humble  opinion, 
the  word  hdamiy  standing  in  that  propocition,  was,  in 
the  mildeit  interpretation,  a  lapse  of  the  pen. 

The  Report  further  asserts,  *'  that  the  precedents  are 
Busy  wherein  cases  of  great  importance  to  Ireland, 
and  which  immediately  affected  the  interests  ot  that 
Vingdom,  such  as  warrants,  orders,  and  directions  by 
tiw  authority  of  the  king  aikl  his  predecessors,  have 
been  isncd  under  the  royal  sign  manual,  without  any 
pKvioiu  reference  or  advice  of  his  majesty's  officers  of 
Ireland,  which  have  always  had  their  due  force,  and 
btTe  been  ponctoally  complied  with  and  obeyed.'*  It 
may  be  10,  and  I  am  heartily  sorry  for  it ;  because  it 
>naT  prore  an  eternal  source  of  discontent.  However, 
among  all  theM  precedents,  there  is  not  one  of  a  patent 
Ite  coining  money  for  Ireland. 

Then  is  nothing  has  perplexed  me  more  than  this 

<^Qctnne  of  precedeists.    If  a  job  is  to  be  done,  and 

opoQ  warehing   records  you  find  it  has  been  done 

befoie,  there  will  not  want  a  lawyer  to  justify  the 

lesalitj  of  it  by  producing  his  precedents,  without  ever 

^s^R^nma^  die  motives  and  circumstances  that  first 

intredoced  them;  tbe  necesrity  or  turbulence  or  in- 

iqaity  of  times ;  the  oorruptious  of  ministers,  or  tbe 

vhitiarr  disposition  of  the  prince  then  reigning.    And 

I  hare  beea  told  by  persons  eminent  in  the  law,  <*  diat 

the  wont  actions  which  human  nature  is  capable  of 

^r  he  joitifled  by  the  same  doctrine."    How  the  first 

pReedcnti  began  of  determining  cases  of  the  highest 

nnpaianoe  to  Ireland,  and  immediately  affecting  its 

Mrtoesu,  without  any  previous  reference  or  advice  to 

^  king  s  offioeis  here,  may  soon  be  accounted  for. 

Mie  thb  kingdom  was  entirely  reduced  by  the  sub- 

^«^»ax  tiTpooe  in  the  last  year  of  queen  Elisabeth's 

tcign,  there  was  a  period  of  four  hundred  years  which 

*u  a  rarioos  scene  of  war  and  peace  between  the 

Kaglith  pale  and  the  Irish  natives;  and  the  govem- 

Brnt  of  that  part  of  this  isknd  which  lay  in  the  English 

^*p<|swas,  in  many  things,  under  the  immediate  ad- 

amutiBtion  of  the  king ;  silver  and  copper  were  often 

'"w  here  among  us ;  and  once  at  last,  upon  great 

riaeanty,  a  mix^  or  base  metal  was  sent  from  Eng- 

'^^  The  reign  of  king  James  I.  was  employed  in 

"■ttlog  the  kingdom   after  Tyrone's  rebellion;   and 

thu  utian  fiourisbed  extremely  till  the  time  of  the 

^f^mof,  164K    In  that  difficult  juncture  of  affairs  the 

oohility  and  gentry  coined  dieirownplatehere  in  Dublin. 


By  all  that  I  can  discover,  the  copper  coin  of  Ireland, 
for  three  hundred  yeers  pas^  consisted  of  small  pence 
and  halfpence;  which  particular  men  had  licence  to  coin, 
and  were  current  only  within  certain  towns  and  dis- 
tricts, according  to  the  personal  credit  of  the  owner, 
who  uttered  them,  and  was  bound  to  receive  them 
again,  whereof  I  have  seen  many  sorts ;  neither  have  I 
heard  of  any  patent  granted  for  coining  copper  for  Ire- 
land till  the  reign  of  king  Charles  II.,  wnich  was  in 
the  year  1680,  to  George  Legge,  lord  Dartmouth ;  and 
renewed  by  king  James  II.,  in  the  first  year  of  his  reign 
(1685),  to  John  Knox.  Both  patents  were  passed  in 
Ireland;  and  in  both,  the  patentees  were  bound  to 
receive  their  coin  again  from  any  that  would  offer  them 
twenty  shillings  of  it,  for  whidi  they  were  obliged  to 
pay  gold  or  silver. 

The  patents,  both  of  lord  Dartmouth  and  Knox,  were 
referred  to  the  attorney-general  here,  and  a  report  made  . 
accwdingly ;  and  bo^  as  I  have  already  said,  were 
passed  in  this  kingdom.  Knox  had  only  a  patent  for 
the  remainder  of  the  term  granted  to  lord  Dartmouth ; 
the  patent  expired  in  1701,  and  upon  a  petition  by 
Roger  Moor  to  have  it  renewed,  the  matter  was  referred 
hither;  and  upon  the  report  of  the  attorney  and  soli- 
citor, that  it  was  not  for  hb  majesty's  service,  or  interest 
of  the  nation,  to  have  it  renewed,  it  was  rejected  by 
king  William.  It  should  therefore  seem  very  extra- 
ordinary that  a  patent  for  coining  copper  halfpence, 
intended  and  professed  for  the  good  of  the  kingdom, 
should  be  passed  without  once  consulting  that  king- 
dom for  the  good  of  which  it  is  declar^  to  be  in- 
tended; and  this,  upon  the  application  of  a  poor, 
private,  obscure  mechanic;  and  a  patent  of  such  a 
nature,  that  as  soon  as  ever  the  kingdom  ia  informed 
of  its  being  passed,  they  cry  out  unanimously  against 
it,  as  ruinous  and  diestructive.  The  representatives  of 
the  nation  in  parliament,  and  die  privy-council,  address 
the  king  to  have  it  recalled;  yet  the  patentee,  such  a 
one  as  I  have  described,  shall  prevail  to  nave  this  patent 
approved;  and  his  private  interest  shall  weigh  down 
the  application  of  a  whole  kingdom.  St  Paul  says, 
**  All  tilings  are  lawful,  but  all  things  are  not  expe- 
dient" We  are  answered  *'  that  this  patent  is  lawful :" 
but,  is  it  ex]jedienty  We  read  that  the  high-priest 
said  ^'  it  was  expedient  that  one  man  should  die  for  the 
people ;"  and  this  was  a  most  wicked  proposition :  but 
that  a  whole  nation  should  die  for  one  man  was  never 
heard  of  before. 

But,  because  much  weight  is  laid  on  the  precedents 
of  other  patents  for  coining  copper  for  Ireland,  I  will 
set  this  matter  in  as  clear  a  light  as  I  can.  Whoever 
has  read  the  Report  will  be  apt  to  think  that  a  doien 
precedenti  at  least  could  be  produced  of  copper  coined 
for  Ireland  by  virtue  of  patents  passed  in  England, 
and  that  the  coinage  was  there  too;  whereas  I  am 
confident  there  cannot  be  one  precedent  shown  of  a 
patent  passed  in  England  for  coining  copper  for  Ireland 
for  above  one  hundred  years  past ;  and  if  there  were 
any  before,  it  must  be  in  times  of  confusion.  The 
only  patents  I  could  ever  hear  of  are  those  already 
mentioned  to  lord  Dartmouth  and  Knox;  die  former 
in  1680,  and  the  latter  in  1686.  Now  let  us  compare 
these  patenti  with  that  granted  to  Wood.  First,  the 
patent  to  Knox,  which  was  under  the  same  conditions 
as  that  granted  to  lord  Dartmouth,  was  passed  in 
Ireland;  the  government,  and  the  attorney  and  so- 
licitor^eneral,  making  report  that  it  would  be  useful 
to  this  kingdom. 

The  patent  was  passed  with  the  advice  of  the  king's 
council  here ;  the  patentee  was  obliged  to  receive  his 
coin  from  those  who  thought  themselves  aurcbarged« 
and  to  give  gold  and  silver  for  it  Lasdy,  the  patentee 
was  to  pay  only  16f.  13s.  id,  per  annum  to  the  crown. 

Then,  aa  to  the  execution  of  that  patent.    First,  I 
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find  the  halQiaioe  were  milled,  which,  h  it  is  of  gie&t 
lue  to  prevent  coonterfeiti  (and  therefore  industriouily 
avoided  by  Wood),  ao  it  wa«  an  addition  to  the  thargc 
of  coinage.  And  as  for  the  weight  and  goodnew  of 
the  metal,  I  hare  several  half^ience  now  by  me,  many 
of  which  weigh  a  ninth  part  more  than  thoae  coined  by 
Wood,  and  bear  the  fire  and  hammer  a  great  deal 
better,  and,  which  if  no  trifle,  the  impression  is  fairer 
and  deeper.  I  grant  indeed  that  many  of  the  latter 
coinage  yield  in  weight  to  some  of  Wood's,  by  a  fraud 
natural  to  such  patentees;  but  not  so  immediately 
after  the  grant,  and  before  the  coin  grew  current;  for 
this  circumstance  Mr.  Wood  must  serve  for  a  pre- 
cedent in  future  times. 

Let  us  now  examine  this  new  patent  granted  to 
William  Wood.  It  passed  upon  very  false  suggestions 
of  his  own,  and  of  a  few  confederates ;  it  passed  in 
England,  without  the  least  reference  hither ;  it  passed 
unknown  to  the  very  lord^lieutenant,  then  in  England. 
Wood  is  empowered  to  coin  108,000/.,  and  all  the 
officers  in  the  kingdom  (civil  and  military)  are  com- 
manded in  the  Rqwrt  to  countenance  and  assist  him. 
Knox  had  only  power  to  utter  what  we  would  take, 
and  was  obliged  to  receive  his  coin  back  again  at  our 
demand,  and  to  enter  into  security  for  so  doing. 
Wood's  halfpence  are  not  milled,  and  therefore  more 
easily  counterfeited  by  himself,  as  well  as  by  others. 
Wood  pays  1000/.  per  anman  for  14  years  :  Knox  paid 
only  16/.  I3«.  id,  per  annum  for  21  years. 

It  was  the  Report  that  set  me  the  example  of  making 
a  comparison  between  those  two  patents,  wherein  the 
committee  was  grossly  misled  by  the  false  representa- 
tion of  William  Wood  ;  as  it  was  by  another  assertion 
''that  700  tons  of  copper  were  coined  duriug  the  21 
yean  of  lord  Dartmouth's  and  Knox's  patents." 
Such  a  quantity  of  copper,  at  the  rate  of  2«.  8</.  per 
pound,  would  amount  to  about  190,000  pounds; 
which  was  very  near  as  much  as  the  current  cash  of 
the  kingdom  in  those  days;  yet  during  that  period 
Inland  was  never  known  to  have  too  much  copper 
coin;  and  for  several  years  there  was  no  coining  at 
all :  besides,  I  am  assured  that,  upon  inquiring  into 
the  custom-house  books,  all  the  copper  imported  into 
this  kingdom  from  1683  to  1692^  which  includes  eight 
yean  of  the  21  (besides  one  year  allowed  for  the 
troubles),  did  not  exceed  47  tons.  And  we  cannot 
suppose  even  diat  small  quantity  to  have  been  wholly 
applied  to  coinage :  so  mat  I  believe  there  was  never 
any  comparison  more  unluckily  made,  or  so  destructive 
of  die  design  for  which  it  was  produced. 

The  Psalmist  reckons  it  an  effect  of  God' s  anger 
when  "he  selleth  his  people  for  nought,  and  taketh  no 
money  for  them."  That  we  have  greatly  offended 
God  by  the  wickedness  of  our  lives  is  not  to  be  dis- 
puted ;  but  our  kiug  we  have  not  offended  in  word  or 
deed :  and  although  he  be  God's  vicegerent  on  earth, 
he  will  not  punish  us  for  any  offences,  except  those 
we  shall  commit  against  his  legal  authority,  his 
sacred  person  (which  God  preserve .'),  or  the  laws  of 
the  Una. 

The  Report  is  very  profuse  in  aiguments,  '*  diat 
Ireland  u  in  great  want  of  copper  money.'*  Who 
were  the  witnesses  to  prove  it  has  beenshown  already ; 
bat,  in  the  name  of  God,  who  are  to  be  judges  ?  Does 
not  the  nation  best  know  its  own  wants?  Both  houses 
of  parliament,  the  privy*council,  and  the  whole  body 
of  the  people,  declare  the  oontnry.  Or,  let  the  wants 
be  what  they  will,  we  desire  they  may  not  be  supplied 
by  Mr.  Wood  :  we  know  our  own  wants  but  too  well : 
they  are  many,  and  grievous  to  be  liome,  but  quite  of 
another  kind.  Let  fogland  be  satisfied :  as  things  go, 
tiiey  will  in  a  short  time  have  all  our  gold  and  silver, 
and  may  keep  their  adulterate  copper  at  home ;  for  we  are 
dtcenniiied  not  to  paichase  it  wi&  oar  manufactures, 


which  Wood  has  gradoosly  offered  to  accept.  Our 
wants  are  not  so  tiad  by  a  hundredth  part  as  the 
method  he  has  taken  to  supply  them.  He  has  already 
tried  his  faculty  in  New  England ;  and  I  hope  he  will 
meet  at  least  with  an  equal  reception  here ;  what  that 
was,  I  leave  to  public  mtelligence.  I  am  supposing 
a  wild  case;  that  if  there  should  be  any  persons 
already  receiving  a  monstrous  pension  out  of  this  king- 
dom, who  were  instrumental  in  procuring  this  patent,* 
they  have  not  either  well  consulted  their  own  interests, 
or  Wood  must  put  more  dross  into  his  copper,  and 
still  diminish  its  weight. 

Upon  Wood's  complaint^  ''that  the  officen  of  the 
king  s  revenue  here  had  already  given  orden  to  all  the 
inferior  officen  not  to  receive  any  of  his  coin,"  the 
Report  says  "  that  this  cannot  but  be  looked  upon  as 
a  very  extraordinary  proceeding,  and  contrary  to  the 
powen  given  in  the  patent."  The  committee  say, 
*"'  they  cannot  advise  his  majesty  to  give  directions  to 
the  officen  of  the  revenue  here  not  to  receive  or  utter 
any  of  the  said  coin,  as  has  been  desired  in  the  ad- 
drAses  of  both  houses:  but,  on  the  contrary,  they 
think  it  both  just  and  reasonable  that  the  king  should 
immediately  give  orden  to  the  commissionen  of  the 
revenue,  &c.,  to  revoke  all  orden,  &c.,  that  may  have 
been  given  by  Uiem,  to  hinder  or  obstruct  the  receiving 
of  the  said  coin."  And  accordingly,  we  are  told, 
such  orden  are  arrived.  Now  this  was  a  cost  of 
Wood's  politics ;  for  this  information  was  whoUy  false 
and  grotmdless,  which  he  knew  very  well :  and  that 
the  commissionen  of  the  revenue  here  were  all,  ex- 
cept one,  sent  us  from  England,  and  love  their  employ- 
ments too  well  to  have  taken  such  a  step :  but  Wood 
was  wise  enough  to  consider  that  such  orden  of  revoca- 
tion would  be  an  open  declaration  of  the  crown  in  his 
favour,  would  put  tlie  government  here  under  a  diffi- 
culty, would  make  a  noise,  and  possibly  create  some 
terror  in  the  poor  people  of  Ireland.  And  one  great 
point  he  has  gained,  that,  although  any  orden  of  revoca- 
tion will  be  needless,  yet  a  new  order  is  to  be  sent 
(and  perhaps  is  already  here)  to  the  commissionen  of 
the  revenue,  and  all  the  king's  officen  in  Ireland,  that 
Wood's  halfpence  be  suffered  and  permitted,  widiout 
any  let,  suit,  trouble,  molestation,  or  denial,  of  any  of 
the  king's  officen  or  ministen  wiiatsoever,  to  pass  and 
be  received  as  current  money  by  sndi  as  shall  be  will- 
ing to  receive  them.  In  this  order  there  is  no  excep- 
tion ;  and  therefore,  as  far  as  I  can  judge,  it  includes 
all  officers,  both  civil  and  military,  from  the  lord  high 
chancellor  to  a  justice  of  peace,  and  from  the  general 
to  an  ensign ;  so  that  Wood's  project  is  not  likely  to 
fail  for  want  of  managen  enough.  For  my  own  part, 
as  things  stand,  I  have  but  litde  regret  to  find  myself 
out  of  the  number ;  and  therefore  I  shall  continue  in 
all  humility  to  exhort  and  warn  my  fellow-subjects 
never  to  receive  or  utter  this  coin,  which  will  reduce 
the  kingdom  to  beggary  by  much  quicker  and  larger 
steps  than  have  hitherto  been  taken. 

But  it  is  needless  to  argue  any  longer.  The  matter 
is  come  to  an  issue.  His  majesty,  punuant  to  the  law, 
has  left  the  field  open  between  Wood  and  the  kingdom 
of  Ireland.  Wood  has  liberty  to  offer  his  coin ;  and  we 
have  law,  reason,  liberty,  and  necessity  to  refuse  it.  A 
knavish  jockey  may  ride  an  old  foundered  jade  about 
the  market,  but  none  are  obliged  to  buy  it.  I  hope  the 
words  "  voluntary"  and  "  willing  to  receive  it  will 
be  undentood  and  applied  in  their  true  natural 
meaning,  as  commonly  undentood  by  protestaiits. 
For  if  a  fierce  captain  comes  to  my  ^op  to  buy  six 
yards  of  scarlet  cloth,  followed  by  a  porter  laden  with 
a  sack  of  Wood's  coin  upon  his  shoulden ;  if  we  are 
agreed  about  the  price,  and  my  scariet  lies  ready  out 

*  Alluding  to  the  duehesi  of  Kendal,  who  was  to  thsro  io 
Wood's  gaioSk 
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upon  tlw  ooin|iler ;  if  be  then  givei  me  the  word  of 
commaiKl  to  rec«Ye  my  money  in  Wood**  coin,  and 
cal]s  me  **  a  disaffscted,  Jacobite  dog,"  for  refusing  it 
(altbouffa  I  am  at  loyal  a  mbject  as  himaelf,  and  with- 
out hire),  and  thereupon  aeises  my  cloth,  leaving  me 
tbc  price  in  this  odious  copper,  and  bids  me  take  my 
lemady;  in  this  case  I  shall  hardly  be  brought  to 
think  that  I  am  left  to  my  own  will.  I  shall  there- 
fore on  toch  occasions  first  cntier  the  porter  aforesaid 
to  go  ofT  with  hb  pack,  and  then  see  the  money  in 
ciWer  and  gold  in  my  possession,  before  I  cut  or  mea- 
sure my  cloth.  But  if  a  common  soldier  drinks  his 
pot  firat,  and  then  offera  payment  in  Wood  s  half^ce, 
the  landlady  may  be  under  some  difficulty ;  for  if 
she  complains  to  his  captain  or  ensign,  they  are  like- 
wise offioen  included  in  this  general  order  for  encouror 
ging  these  halfpence  to  pasi  as  current  money.  If  she 
goes  to  a  justice  of  peace,  he  is  also  an  officer  to  whom 
diis  gcnoal  order  is  directed.  I  do  therefore  advise 
her  to  fbUow  my  practice,  which  I  have  already  be- 
gan, and  be  paid  for  her  goods  before  she  parts  with 
them.  However,  I  should  have  been  content,  for  some 
reasons^  that  the  military  gentlemen  had  been  excepted 
by  name ;  because  I  have  heard  it  said,  that  their  dis- 
cipline is  best  confined  within  their  own  district. 

His  majesty,  in  the  conclusion  of  his  answer  to  the 
sddrem  vA  the  house  of  lords  against  Wood's  coin,  is 
pleased  to  say,  *^  that  he  will  do  everything  in  his 
power  to  tiie  satisfaction  of  his  people.**  It  should 
seem,  dkerefove,  that  the  recalling  of  the  patent  is  not 
to  be  uodcntood  as  a  thing  in  his  power.  But  how- 
ler, since  the  law  does  not  oblige  us  to  receive  this 
coin,  and  consequently  the  patent  leaves  it  to  our  vo- 
tontary  choice,  there  is  nothing  remaining  to  preserve 
ns  from  rain  but  that  the  whole  kingdom  should  con- 
tinue in  a  firm,  determinate  resolution  never  to  receive 
or  utter  this  fatal  coin.  After  which  let  the  officers 
to  whom  these  orders  are  directed  (I  would  willingly 
except  th«  military),  come  with  their  exhortations, 
their  aigoments,  and  their  eloquence,  to  persuade  us 
to  find  our  interest  in  our  undoing.  Let  Wood  and  his 
aceomplicea  travel  about  the  country  with  cart-loads 
of  their  ware,  and  see  who  will  take  it  off  their  hands : 
tbrtc  win  be  no  fear  of  his  being  robbed,  for  a  high* 
wayman  would  scorn  to  touch  it. 

1  am  only  in  pain  how  the  commintoners  of  the  re- 
venue will  proceed  in  this  juncture;  because  I  am 
told  they  are  obliged  by  an  act  of  parliament  to  take 
nothing  hot  gold  and  silver  in  payment  for  his  ma- 
jesty's customs ;  and  I  think  they  cannot  justly  offer 
this  coinage  of  Mr.  Wood  to  others  unless  they  will  be 
cofftetit  to  receive  it  themselves. 

The  snm  of  the  whole  is  this.  The  Committee  ad- 
viMs  the  king  to  send  immediate  orders  to  all  bis  officers 
here,  that  Wood*s  coin  be  suffered  and  permitted,  with- 
out any  let,  suit,  trouble,  &c.,  to  pass  and  be  received 
aa  conrcnt  money  by  such  as  shall  be  willing  to  receive 
the  same.  It  is  probable  that  the  first  willing  receivers 
HMy  be  those  who  must  receive  it  whether  they  will  or 
ixrt,  at  least  under  the  penalty  of  losing  on  office.  But 
the  landed  nndenending  men,  the  merchants,  the  shop- 
kfvppxsy  and  bulk  of  the  people,  I  hope  and  am  almost 
omfideot  will  never  receive  it.  What  must  the  con- 
•F^acnoe  bet  Tlie  owners  will  sell  it  for  as  much  as 
tWy  can  geC  Wood's  halfpence  will  come  to  be  of- 
fmi  lor  ois  a  penny  (yet  then  he  will  be  a  sufficient 
iniiMr),  and  tne  necessary  receivers  will  be  losers  of 
tv^-thnds  in  their  salaries  or  pay. 

TVis  pots  me  in  mind  of  a  passage  I  was  told  many 
TMiB  age  in  Bnaland.  At  a  quarter-oession  in  Leices- 
*«,  the  josticcs  had  wisely  decreed  to  take  off  a  half- 
pnaay  in  a  quart  ftom  the  price  of  ale.  One  of  them 
who  rame  in  after  the  tiling  was  determined,  being  in- 
termed  of  what  had  passed,  said  thus :  **  Gentlemen, 
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you  have  made  an  order  that  ale  should  be  sold  in  our 
country  for  three  halfpence  a  quart :  I  desire  you  will 
now  make  another,  to  aijpoint  who  most  drink  it,  for 
by  G— ,  I  will  not" 

1  must  beg  leave  to  caution  your  lordships  and  wor- 
ships in  one  particular.  Wood  has  graciously  pro- 
mised to  load  us  at  present  only  with  40,000/.  of  his  coin 
till  the  exigencies  of  the  kingdom  require  the  rest.  I 
entreat  you  will  never  suffer  Mr.  Wood  to  be  a  judge 
of  your  exigencies.  While  there  is  one  piece  of  silver 
or  gold  left  in  the  kingdom,  he  will  call  it  an  exigency. 
He  will  double  his  present  quantum  by  stealth  as  soon 
as  he  can ;  he  will  pour  his  own  raps  and  counterfeits 
upon  us;  France  and  Holland  will  do  tlie  same;  nor 
will  our  own  coiners  at  home  be  behind  them :  to  con- 
firm which,  I  have  now  in  my  pocket  a  rap  or  counter- 
feit halfpenny,  in  imitation  of  his,  but  so  ill  performed 
that  ui  my  conscience  I  believe  it  is  not  oi  his  coin- 
ing. 

I  must  now  desire  your  lordships  and  worships,  that 
you  will  give  great  allowance  for  this  long  undigested 
paper.  I  find  myself  to  have  gone  into  several  repe- 
titions, which  were  the  effects  of  haste,  while  new 
thoughts  fell  in  to  add  something  to  what  1  had  said 
before.  I  think  I  may  affirm  that  I  have  fully  an- 
swered every  paragraph  in  the  report ;  which,  although 
it  be  not  onartfuUy  drown,  and  is  perfectly  in  the 
spirit  of  a  pleader  who  can  find  the  most  plausible 
topics  in  behalf  of  his  client,  yet  there  was  no  great  skill 
required  to  detect  the  many  mistakes  contained  in  it; 
which  however  are  by  no  means  to  be  charged  upon 
the  right  honourable  committee,  but  upon  the  most 
false,  impudent,  and  fraudulent  representations  of  Wood 
and  his  accomplices.  I  desire  one  paurticular  may  dwell 
up.m  your  minds,  although  I  have  mentioned  it  more 
than  once ;  that  after  all  the  weight  laid  upon  pre- 
cedents, there  is  not  one  produced  in  the  whole  report 
a(  a  patent  for  coining  copper  in  England  to  pass  in 
Ireland ;  and  only  two  patents  referred  to  (for  indeed 
there  were  no  more),  which  were  both  passed  in  Ireland, 
by  references  to  the  king's  council  here;  both  less  ad- 
vantageous to  the  coiner  than  this  of  Wood ;  and  in 
both  securities  given  to  receive  the  coin  at  every  call, 
and  give  gold  and  silver  in  lieu  of  it  This  demon- 
strates the  most  flagrant  falsehood  and  impudence  of 
Wood,  by  which  he  would  endeavour  to  make  the  right 
honourable  committee  his  instruments  ffor  his  own  il- 
legal and  exorbitant  gain)  to  ruin  a  kingdom  which 
has  deserved  quite  different  treatment. 

I  nm  very  sensible  that  such  a  work  as  I  have  under- 
taken might  have  worthily  employed  a  much  better 
pen ;  but  when  a  house  is  attempted  to  be  robbed,  it 
often  happens  the  weakest  in  the  family  runs  first  to 
stop  the  door.  All  the  assistance  I  had  were  some  in- 
formations ftom  an  eminent  person;  whereof  I  am 
afraid  I  have  spoiled  a  few,  by  endeavouring  to  make 
them  of  a  piece  with  my  own  productions,  and  the  rest  I 
was  not  able  to  manage :  I  was  in  the  case  of  David,  who 
could  not  move  in  tibe  armour  of  Saul,  and  therefore 
I  rather  chose  to  attack  this  uncircumcised  Philistine 
(Wood  I  mean)  with  a  sling  and  a  stone.  And  I  may 
say,  for  Wood's  honour  as  well  as  my  own,  that  he 
resembles  Gol  iath  in  many  circumstances  very  applicable 
to  the  present  purpose ;  for  Goliath  had  "  a  helmet  of  brass 
upon  his  head,  and  he  was  armed  with  a  coat  of  mail ; 
and  the  weight  of  the  coat  was  five  thousand  riickels  of 
brass;  and  he  had  greaves  of  brass  upon  his  legs,  and 
a  tai^t  of  brass  between  his  shoulders.*^  In  short,  he 
was  like  Mr.  Wood,  all  over  brass,  and  he  defied  the 
armies  of  the  living  God.  Goliatii's  conditions  of  com- 
bat were  likewise  the  same  with  those  of  Wood :  ''  if  he 
prevail  i^inst  us,  then  shall  we  be  his  servants.*'  But  if 
it  happens  that  I  prevail  over  him,  1  renounce  the  other 
part  of  the  condition ;  **  he  shall  never  be  n  servant  of 
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mine;  for  I  do  not  tbink  him  lit  to  be  trusted  in  any 
boneflt  man*a  shop/* 

I  will  conclude  witb  my  humble  desire  and  request 
which  I  made  in  my  second  letter,  that  your  lordships 
and  worships  would  please  to  order  a  declaration  to  be 
drawn  up,  expressing  in  the  strougest  terms  your  re- 
solution  neyer  to  receive  or  utter  any  of  Wood's  half- 
pence or  farthings,  and  forbidding  your  tenants  to  receive 
them :  that  the  said  declaration  may  be  signed  by  as 
many  persons  as  possible*  whohave  estates  in  this  king- 
dom, and  be  sent  down  to  your  several  tenants  aforesaid. 

And  if  the  dread  of  Wood's  halfpence  should  con- 
tinue imtil  next  quarter-sessions,  which  I  hone  it  will 
not,  the  gentlemen  of  every  county  will  toen  have 
a  &ir  opportunity  of  declaring  against  them  with  una- 
nimity and  seal. 

I  am,  with  the  greatest  respect, 

(May  it  please  your  lorushipt  and  wonhips,) 
Your  most  dutiful  and  obedient  servant,  M.B. 


LETTER  THE  FOURTH. 

TO  THE  WHOLE  PEOPLE  OF  IRELAND. 

[lo  this  Letter  the  govemineDt  of  IreUod  disooverad  matter  for 

prosecution.} 

Mv  DEAR  Countrymen,  Oct.M,  1784. 

Having  already  written  three  letters  upon  so  disagree- 
able a  subject  as  Mr.  Wood  and  his  halfpence,  I  con- 
ceived my  task  was  at  an  end;  but  I  find  that  cordials 
must  be  freouently  applied  to  weak  constitutions,  poli- 
tical as  well  as  natural.  A  people  long  used  to  hard- 
shins  lose  by  degrees  the  very  notions  of  liberty.  They 
looK  upon  themselves  as  creatures  at  mercy,  and  that 
all  impositions  laid  on  them  by  a  stronger  hand  are, 
in  the  phrase  of  the  Report,  legal  and  obligatory. 
Hence  proceed  that  poverty  and  lowuess  of  spirit  to 
which  a  kingdom  may  be  subject,  as  well  as  a  {Nirticu- 
lar  person.  And  when  Esau  came  fainting  ^om  the 
field  at  the  point  to  die,  it  is  no  wonder  that  he  sold  his 
birthright  for  a  mess  of  pottage. 

I  thought  I  had  sufficiently  shown  to  all  who  could 
want  instruction  by  what  methods  they  might  safely 
proceed,  whenever  this  coin  should  be  offered  to  tliem ; 
and  I  believe  there  has  not  been  for  many  ages  an 
example  of  any  kingdom  so  firmly  united  in  a  point  of 
great  importance,  as  this  of  ours  is  at  present  against 
that  detestable  fraud.  But  however  it  so  happens 
that  some  weak  people  begin  to  be  alarmed  anew  by 
rumours  industriously  spread.  Wood  prescribes  to  the 
newsmongers  in  London  what  they  are  to  write.  In 
one  of  their  papers,  published  here  by  some  obscure 
printer,  and  certainly  witb  a  bad  design,  we  are  told 
'^  That  the  Papists  in  Ireland  have  entered  into  an 
association  against  his  coin,'*  although  it  be  notoriously 
known  that  they  never  once  offered  to  stir  in  the  matter; 
so  that  the  two  houses  of  parliament,  the  privy-council, 
the  great  number  of  corporations,  the  lord  mayor  and 
aldermen  of  Dublin,  the  grand  juries  and  principal 
gentlemen  of  several  counties,  are  stigmatised  in  a  lump 
under  the  name  of  **  papists.** 

This  impostor  and  his  crew  do  likewise  give  out, 
that  by  refusing  to  receive  his  dross  for  sterling  we 
"  dispute  the  king's  prerogative,  are  grown  ripe  for 
rebellion,  and  ready  to  shake  off  the  dependency  of 
Ireland  upon  the  crown  of  England.**  To  counte* 
nance  which  reports  he  has  published  a  paragraph  in 
another  newspaper,  to  let  us  know  that  **  the  lord-lieu- 
tenant is  orueied  to  come  over  immediately  to  settle 
Ids  halfpence.** 

I  entreat  you,  my  dear  countrymen,  not  to  be  under 
the  least  concern  upon  these  and  the  like  rumours, 
which  are  no  more  than  the  last  howls  of  a  dog  dinected 

*  A  deckialion  wm  tiswd  ■con  after  by  the  moit  eonaidfr- 
abk  p«t«oDs  of  the  kiiifd«im. 


alive,  as  I  hope  he  has  sufBciently  been.  These  calum- 
nies are  the  only  reserve  that  is  left  him.  For  surely 
our  continued  and  (almost)  unexampled  loyalty  will 
never  be  called  in  question,  for  not  suffering  ourselves 
to  be  robbed  of  all  that  we  have  by  one  obscure  iron- 
monger. 

As  to  disputing  the  king's  prerogative,  give  me  leave 
to  explain  to  those  who  are  ignorant  what  the  meaning 
of  that  word  prtrqgative  is. 

The  kings  of  these  realms  enjoy  several  powers,  where- 
in the  laws  have  not  interposed.  So  they  can  make 
war  and  peace  without  the  consent  of  parliament — ^and 
this  is  a  very  great  prerogative :  but  if  the  parliament 
does  not  approve  of  the  war,  the  king  must  bear  the 
charge  of  it  out  of  his  own  purse — and  this  is  a  great 
checK  on  the  crown.  So  the  King  has  a  prerogative  to 
coin  money  without  consent  of  parliament;  but  he 
cannot  compel  the  subject  to  take  that  money  except 
it  be  sterling  gold  or  silver,  because  herein  he  is  limited 
by  law.  Some  princes  have,  indeed,  extended  Uieir 
prerogative  further  than  the  law  allowed  them ;  where- 
in, however,  the  lawyers  of  succeeding  ages,  as  fond  as 
they  are  of  precedents,  have  never  dared  to  justify  them. 
But  to  say  the  truth,  it  is  only  of  late  times  that  pre- 
rogative has  been  fixed  and  ascertained ;  for  whoever 
reads  the  history  of  England  will  find  that  some  former 
kings,  and  those  none  of  the  worst,  have  upon  several 
occasions  ventured  to  control  the  laws,  with  very  little 
ceremony  or  scruple,  even  later  than  the  days  of  queen 
Elizabeth.  In  her  reign  that  pernicious  counsel  of 
sending  base  money  hither  very  narrowly  failed  of 
losing  the  kingdom — ^being  complained  of  by  the  lord- 
deputy,  the  council,  and  the  whole  body  of  the  English 
here ;  so  that  soon  after  her  death  it  was  recalled  by 
her  successor,  and  lawful  money  paid  in  exchange. 

Having  thus  given  you  some  notion  of  what  is  meant 
by  "  the  king's  prerogative,**  as  far  as  a  tradesman  can 
be  thought  capable  of  explaining  it,  I  will  only  add  the 
opinion  of  the  great  lord  Bacon :  "  That,  as  God 
governs  the  world  by  the  settled  laws  of  nature,  which 
be  has  made,  and  never  transcends  those  laws  but  upon 
high  and  important  occasions,  so  among  earthly  princee 
those  are  the  wisest  and  the  best  who  govern  by  the 
known  laws  of  the  country,  and  seldomest  make  use  of 
their  prerogative.*' 

Now  here  you  may  see  that  the  vile  accusation  of 
Wood  and  his  accomplices,  charging  us  with  disputing 
the  king's  prerogative  by  refusing  his  brass,  can  have 
no  place — because  compelling  the  subject  to  take  any 
coin  which  is  not  sterling  is  no  part  of  the  king's  pre- 
rogative, and  I  am  very  confident  if  it  were  so  we  should 
be  the  last  of  his  people  to  dispute  it ;  as  well  from  that 
inviolable  loyalty  we  have  always  paid  to  his  majesty 
as  from  the  treatment  we  might,  in  such  a  case,  justly 
expect  from  some  who  seem  to  think  we  have  neither 
common  sense  nor  common  senses.  But  God  be 
thanked,  the  best  of  them  are  only  our  fellow-subjects 
and  not  our  masters.  One  great  merit  I  am  sure  we 
have,  which  those  of  English  birth  can  have  no  pretence 
to— that  our  ancestors  reduced  this  kingdom  to  die 
obedience  of  England ;  for  which  we  have  been  rewarded 
with  a  worse  climate, — the  privilege  of  being  governed 
by  laws  to  which  we  do  not  consent, — a  ruined  trade, — 
a  bouse  of  peers  without  jurisdiction, — almost  an  inca- 
pacity for  all  employments, — and  the  dread  of  Wood's 
halfpence. 

But  we  are  so  far  from  disputing  the  king's  pre- 
rogative in  coining,  that  we  own  he  has  power  to  give 
a  patent  to  any  maxi  for  setting  his  roval  image  and 
superscription  upon  wliatever  materials  he  pleases,  and 
liberty  to  the  patentee  to  offer  them  in  any  country 
from  England  to  Japan ;  only  attended  with  one  small 
limitation — that  nobody  alive  is  obliged  to  take  them. 

Upon  these  considerations,  I  was  ever  against  all 
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ncoam  to  England  for  m  remedy  against  tlie  present 
imnttlnf  eril ;  especially  when  I  observed  that  the 
sddran  of  both  houses,  after  long  expectance^  pro- 
dactd  noting  bat  a  Ripobt,  altogether  in  favour  of 
Wood;  apoD  which  I  made  some  observations  in  a 
kmtt  letter,  sad  might  at  least  have  made  as  many 
mat,  Car  it  is  a  paper  of  as  singular  a  nature  as  I  ever 

Alt  I  mistake ;  for  before  this  Report  was  made, 
hi  aajerty's  most  gracious  answer  to  the  house  of 
krdi  wss  lent  over,  and  printed ;  wherein  are  these 
vonb,  panting  the  patent  for  coining  half^nce  and 

bthisgl,  A«1KBABLR  TO  THE  PRACTICB  OF  HIS  ROYAL 

ruMcnnts,  fcc.    That  king  Charles  II.  and  king 
Jama  II.  (and  they  only)  did  grant  patents  for  fliis 
moK  if  indisputable,  and  I  have  shown  it  at  large. 
lUrpslenti  were  passed  under  the  great  seal  of  Ire- 
lad,  byjfftfeutca  to  Ireland ;  the  copper  to  be  coined 
b  licbad ;  the  patentee  was  bound,  on  demand,  to 
men  ku  coin  back  in  Ireland  and  pay  silver  and 
gold  ■  Rdim.     Wood*s  patent  was  made  under  the 
pf^  aesi  of  England;  the  brass  coined  in  England ; 
nt*  dir  lent  reference  made  to  Ireland  ;  the  sum  im- 
neae,  and  the  patentee  under  no  obligation  to  receive 
it  ifiUD  sad  give  good  money  for  it.   This  I  only  men- 
tis, bcesnse  in  my  private  thoughts  I  have  sometimes 
Bade  A  qacry  whether  the  penner  of  those  words  in  his 
^Vity'a  most  gracious  answer,  '<  agreeable  to  the  prac- 
Vf  rf  bis  nijal  predecessors,'*  had  maturely  consiaered 
^  wr<ril  circnmsfances  which,  in  my  poor  opinion, 
9tn  to  make  a  difleienoe. 

Ut  oie  now  say  aomething  concerning  the  other  great 
'v»  of  some  people's  fear,  as  Wood  has  taught  the 
UtdcQ  newiinita  to  express  it,  that  his  excellency 
'W  Icud-Iieulenaiit  is  coming  over  to  settle  Wood's 

ft>  know  very  well,  that  the  lords-lieutenants,  for 
^^*nl  jesn  past,  have  not  thought  this  kingdom 
vvtfar  the  boooar  of  their  residence  longer  than  was 
•^m'oldy  necessary  for  the  king's  business,  which  con- 
^T^ndy  wanted  no  speed  in  the  dispatch.  And 
'  fH^n  it  natorally  fell  into  most  men's  thoughti 
'*i>  4  sev  governor,  coming  at  an  unusual  time,  must 
'^'^  sooas  nnosaaal  business  to  be  done ;  especially 
''i#<!Baaoo  report  be  true  that  the  parliament,  pro- 
^fd  ts  I  know  not  when,  is  by  a  new  summons  re- 
*  iicy  that  prorogation  to  asiemble  soon  after  the 
*n*«l :  fcr  which  extraordinary  proceeding  the  lawyers 
ts  *p  «b9  mde  the  water  have  by  great  good  fortune 
f*^  tmo  ptfoedents. 

•in  tkis  being  granted,  it  can  never  enter  into  my 

*^tkst  so  little  a  creature  as  Wood  could  find  credit 

y^  vith  the  king  and  his  ministers,  to  have  tlie 

^-^jf^rtamot  of  Irdand  sent  hither  in  a  hurry  upon 
tBonad. 

J«  let  ns  take  die  whole  matter  nakedly  as  it  lies 
^^  m«  without  the  refinementi  of  some  people,  with 
*^^  we  have  nothing  to  do.  Here  is  a  patent  granted 
'^^  ^pt»t  seal  of  EngUnd,  upon  fidse  suggestions, 
^  yt  WiDiam  Wood,  for  coining  copper  halfj^cefor 
*^"|4«  The  parliament  here,  upon  apprehensions  of 
^  *^"^  cttMeqtienoes  from  the  said  natent,  address  the 
■^to hneit  recalled.  This  is  refused ;  and  a  oom- 
"-W  of  ^  nrivyeooncil  report  to  his  majesty  that 
^  ^  has  peinjiuicd  the  conditions  of  his  patent.  He 
"'t  ii  left  to  do  the  best  he  can  with  his  halfpence,  no 
■*•  fcemg  obliged  to  receive  them ;  the  people  here, 
^'4  Ukewiae  left  to  themselves,  unite  as  one  man, 
^^«Tar  A^  will  have  nothing  to  do  with  his  ware. 

B?  thii  pAun  account  of  the  fhct  it  is  manifest,  that 
^  ^n%  sad  his  ministry  are  wholly  out  of  the  case, 
"^  ^  matter  ia  left  to  be  disputed  between  him  and 
n.  Will  aay  nan,  therefore,  attempt  to  pemiade  me 
*-^  t  lard-licatenant  n  to  be  dispatcned  over  in  great 


haste  before  the  ordinary  time,  and  a  parliament  sum- 
moned by  anticipating  a  prorogation,  merely  to  put  a 
hundred  thousand  pounds  into  the  pocket  of  a  sharper, 
by  the  ruin  of  a  most  loyal  kingdom  ? 

But  supposing  all  this  to  be  true,  by  what  arguments 
could  a  lord-lieutenant  prevail  on  die  same  parliament, 
which  addressed  with  so  much  teal  and  earnestness 
against  this  evil,  to  pass  it  into  a  law  9  I  am  sure  their 
opinion  of  Wood  aiKl  his  project  is  not  mended  since 
their  last  prorogation;  and  supposing  those  methods 
should  be  used  which  detractors  tell  us  have  been  some- 
times put  in  practice  for  gaining  votes,  it  is  well  known 
that  in  this  kingdom  there  are  few  employments  to  be 
given ;  and  if  there  were  more  it  is  as  well  known  to 
whose  share  they  must  fall. 

But,  because  great  numbers  of  you  are  altogether  ig- 
norant of  the  affairs  of  your  country,  I  will  tell  you 
some  reasons  why  there  are  so  few  employments  to  be 
disposed  of  in  this  kingdom. 

All  considerable  offices  for  life  are  here  possessed  by 
those  to  whom  the  reversions  were  granted;  and  these 
have  been  generally  followers  of  the  chief  governors,  or 
persons  who  had  interest  in  the  court  of  England.  So 
the  lord  Berkeley  of  Stratton  holds  that  great  office  of 
master  of  the  rolls;  the  lord  Palmerstown  is  first  re- 
membrancer, worth  near  2000/.  per  annum.  One  Do- 
dington,  secretary  to  the  earl  of  Pembroke,  begged  the 
reversion  of  clerk  of  the  pells,  wordi  2500/.  aryear, 
which  he  now  enjoys  by  tlie  death  of  the  lord  New- 
town. Mr.  Southwell  is  secretary  of  state,  and  the 
earl  of  Burlington  lord  high  treasurer  of  Ireland  by  in- 
heritance. These  are  only  a  few  among  many  others 
which  I  have  been  told  of,  but  cannot  remember.  Nay, 
the  reversion  of  several  employments  diiring  pleasture  is 
granted  the  same  way.  Tnis,  among  many  others,  is  a 
circumstance  whereby  the  kingdom  of  Ireland  is  di»> 
tinguished  from  all  other  nations  upon  earth,  and 
makes  it  so  difficult  an  affair  to  get  mto  a  civil  em- 
ploy diat  Mr.  Addison  was  forced  to  purchase  an 
old  obscure  place,  called  keeper  of  the  records  in  Ber^ 
mingham's  tower,  of  10/.  a-year,  and  to  get  a  salary  of 
400/.  annexed  to  it,  though  all  the  records  there  are 
not  worth  half-a-crown  either  for  curiosity  or  use. 
And  we  lately  saw  a  favourite  secretary*  descend  to  be 
master  of  the  revels,  which  by  his  credit  and  extortion 
he  has  made  pretty  considerable.  I  say  nothing  of  the 
under-treasurership,  worth  about  9000£  a-year,  nor  of 
the  commissioners  of  the  revenue,  four  of  whom  gene- 
rally live  in  England,  for  I  think  none  of  these  are 
granted  in  reversion.  But  the  jest  is,  that  I  have 
known  upon  occasion  some  of  these  absent  officers  as 
keen  against  the  interest  of  Ireland  as  if  they  had 
never  been  indebted  to  her  for  a  single  groat. 

I  confte  I  have  been  sometimes  tempted  to  wish 
that  this  project  of  Wood's  might  succeed ;  because  I 
reflected  with  some  pleasure  what  a  jolly  crew  it  would 
bring  over  among  us  of  lords  and  squires  and  pension- 
ers of  both  sexes,  and  officers  civil  and  military,  where 
we  should  live  together  as  merry  and  sociable  as  beg- 
gars, only  with  this  one  abatement,  that  we  should 
neither  have  meat  to  feed  nor  manufactures  to  clothe 
us,  unless  we  could  be  content  to  prance  about  in  coats 
of  mail  or  eat  bram  as  ostriches  do  iron. 

I  return  from  this  digression  to  that  which  gave  me 
the  occasion  of  making  it.  And  I  believe  you  are  now 
convinced  that  if  the  pari  iament  of  Ireland  were  as  tempt- 
able  as  any  other  assembly  within  a  mile  of  Christendom 
(which  God  forbid !),  yet  the  managers  must  of  neces- 
sity fiul  for  want  of  tools  to  work  with.  But  I  will 
yet  go  one  step  further,  by  supposing  that  a  hundred 
new  employments  were  erected  on  purpose  to  gratify 
compliers;  yet  still  an  insuperable  difficulty  would 
remain.     Fur  it  happens,  I  know  not  how,  that  money 

*  Mr.  Ilopkias,  ■ecrpUry  lo  the  dnK«  of  Grafton. 
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it  Mither  Whig  nor  Tory— neither  of  town  nor  ooun- 
Uj  party ;  and  it  it  not  improbable,  that  a  gentleman 
vouid  rather  chooae  to  live  upon  his  own  estate,  which 
brings  him  gold  and  silver,  than  with  the  addition  of 
an  employment,  when  his  rents  and  salary  must  both  be 
paid  in  Wood's  iKrass  at  above  80  per  cent,  discount. 

For  these  and  many  other  reasons  I  am  confident 
you  need  not  be  under  the  least  apprehension  ttom 
the  sudden  expectation  of  the  lord  lieutenant,*  while 
we  continue  in  our  present  hearty  disposition,  to  alter 
which  no  suitable  temptation  can  poasibly  be  oflered. 
And  if,  as  I  have  often  asserted  from  the  best  authority, 
the  law  has  not  left  a  power  in  the  crown  to  force  any 
money,  except  sterling,  upon  the  subject,  much  less 
can  the  crown  derolve  such  a  power  upon  another. 

This  I  speak  with  the  utmost  respect  to  the  person 
and  dignity  of  his  excellency  the  lord  Carteret,  whose 
character  was  lately  given  me  by  a  gentleman  that  has 
known  him  from  his  first  appearance  in  the  world. 
That  gentleman  describes  him  as  a  young  man  of  great 
accomplishmentif  excellent  learning,  regular  in  his 
life,  and  of  much  spirit  and  vivacity.  He  has  since, 
as  I  have  heard,  been  employed  abroad ;  was  principal 
secretary  of  state ;  and  is  now,  about  the  thirty-seventh 
year  of  hb  age,  appointed  lord-lieutenant  of  Ireland. 
fVom  such  a  governor  this  kingdom  may  reasonably 
hope  for  as  much  prosperity  as,  under  so  many  dis- 
couragements, it  can  be  capable  of  receiving. 

It  is  true,  indeed,  that  within  the  memory  of  man 
there  have  been  governors  of  so  much  dexterity  as  to 
carry  points  of  terrible  consequence  to  this  kingdom 
by  their  power  with  those  who  are  in  office;  and  by 
their  arts  in  managing  or  deluding  others  with  oaths, 
affability,  and  even  with  dinners.  If  Wood  s  brass 
had  in  those  times  been  upon  the  anvil,  it  is  obvious 
enough  to  conceive  what  methods  would  have  been 
taken.  Depending  persons  would  have  been  told  in  plain 
terms,  "that  it  was  a  service  expected  from  tnero, 
under  the  pain  of  the  public  business  being  put  into 
more  complying  hands.**  Others  would  be  allured 
by  promises.  To  the  country  gentlemen,  beside  good 
words,  burgundy,  and  closeting,  it  might  perhaps  have 
l)een  hinted,  "  how  kindly  it  would  he  taken  to  com- 
ply with  a  royal  patent,  although  it  were  not  compul- 
sory ;  that  if  any  inconveniencies  ensued,  it  might  be 
mside  up  with  other  graces  or  favours  hereafrer;  that 
gentlemen  ought  to  consider  whether  it  were  prudent  or 
safe  to  disgust  England.  They  would  be  desired  to 
think  of  some  good  bills  for  encouraging  of  trade  and 
setting  the  ])oor  to  work;  some  fiirther  acts  against 
nopery,  and  for  uniting  protestants."  There  would 
oe  solemn  engagements,  "that  we  should  never  be 
troubled  with  above  40,000/.  in  his  coin,  and  all  of 
the  best  and  weightiest  sort,  for  which  we  should 
only  give  our  manufactures  in  exchange,  and  keep 
our  gold  and  silver  at  home.'*  Perhaps  a  seasonable 
report  of  some  invasion  would  have  been  spread  in 
the  most  proper  juncture;  which  is  a  great  smoother 
of  rubs  in  public  proceedings ;  and  we  should  have  been 
told  ''that  this  was  no  time  to  create  difierences  when 
the  kingdom  was  in  danger.** 

These,  I  say,  and  the  like  methods  would,  in  corrupt 
times,  have  been  taken  to  let  in  this  deluge  of  brass 
among  us ;  and  I  am  confident,  even  then  would  not 
have  succeeded ;  much  less  under  the  adminutration  of  so 
excellent  a  person  as  the  lord  Carteret,  and  in  a  country 
where  the  people  of  all  ranks,  parties,  and  denominations, 
are  convinced  to  a  man  that  the  utter  undoing  of  them- 
selves arid  their  posterity  for  ever  will  be  dated  from 
the  admission  of  that  execrable  coin ;  that  if  it  once 
enters,  it  can  be  no  more  confined  to  a  small  or  mode- 
rate quantity  than  a  plague  can  be  confined  to  a  few 

*  Lord  GnterH.  tflfrwftrds  etrl  Grui\fllr,  in  •ome  mpccU 
a  tkvourite  of  the  dean. 


families;  and  that  no  equivalent  can  be  given  by  any 
earthly  power,  any  more  than  a  dead  carcase  can  be  re- 
covered to  life  by  a  cordial. 

lliere  is  one  comfortable  circumstance  in  this  univer- 
sal opposition  to  Mr.  Wood,  that  the  people  sent  over 
hither  from  England,  to  fill  up  our  vacancies,  eccle- 
siastical, civil  and  military,  are  all  on  our  side.  Money, 
the  great  divider  of  the  world,  has,  by  a  strange  revo- 
lution, been  a  great  uniter  of  a  most  divided  people. 
Who  would  leave  lOOL  a^year  in  England  (a  country 
of  freedom)  to  be  paid  1000/.  in  Ireland  out  of  Wood's 
exchequer  T  The  gentleman  they  have  lately  made  pri- 
mate [Dr.  Hugh  Ifoulter]  would  never  quit  his  seat  in 
an  English  house  of  lords,  and  his  preferments  at  Oxford 
and  Bristol,  worth  1200/.  a-year,  for  four  times  the  deno- 
mination here  but  not  half  the  value;  therefore,  I  expect 
to  hear  he  will  be  as  good  an  Irishman,  at  least  upon 
this  one  article,  as  any  of  his  brethren,  or  even  of  ua 
who  have  had  the  misfortune  to  be  bom  in  this  island. 
For  those  who  in  the  common  phrase  do  not  come 
hither  to  learn  the  language  would  never  change  a  bet- 
ter country  for  a  worse,  to  receive  brass  instead  of  gold. 

Another  slander  spread  by  Wood  and  his  emissaries 
is  "  that  by  opposing  him  we  discover  an  inclination 
to  throw  off  our  dependence  upon  the  crown  of  Eng^ 
land.**  Pray  observe  how  important  a  person  is  this 
same  William  Wood,  and  how  the  public  weal  of  two 
kingdoms  is  involved  in  his  private  interest.  First,  all 
those  who  refuse  to  take  his  coin  are  Papists ;  for  he 
tells  us^  ^  that  none  but  Papists  are  associated  against 
him.*'  Secondly,  "they  dispute  the  kings  prero- 
gative.** Thirdly,  "  they  are  ripe  for  rebellion.'*  And, 
fourthly,  "  they  are  going  to  shake  off  their  depend- 
ence  upon  the  crown  of  England  ;**  that  is  to  say, 
they  are  going  to  choose  another  king ;  for  there  can  be 
no  other  meaning  in  this  expression,  however  some 
may  pretend  to  strain  it. 

And  this  gives  me  an  opportunity  of  explaining  to 
those  who  are  ignorant  anotoer  point,  which  has  often 
swelled  in  my  breast  Those  woo  come  over  hither  to 
us  from  England,  and  some  weak  people  among  our- 
selves, whenever  in  discourse  we  make  mention  of  li- 
berty and  property,  shake  their  heads,  and  tell  us  that 
"  Ireland  is  a  depending  kingdom  ;*'  *  as  if  they  would 
seem  by  this  phrase  to  intend  that  the  people  of  Ire- 
land are  in  some  state  of  slavery  or  depenuence  differeitt 
from  those  of  England ;  whereas  a  depending  kingdom 
is  a  modem  term  of  art,  unknown,  as  I  have  heard, 
to  all  ancient  civilians  and  writers  upon  government; 
and  Ireland  is,  on  the  contrary,  called  in  some  statutes 
"  an  imperial  crown,**  as  held  only  from  God ;  which 
is  as  high  a  style  as  any  kingdom  is  capable  of  receir- 
ing.  Therefore,  by  this  expression,  "a  depending 
kingdom,**  there  is  no  more  to  be  understood  than  that, 
by  a  statute  made  here  in  the  33rd  year  of  Henry  VUI., 
the  king  and  his  succenors  are  to  be  kings  imperial 
of  this  realm,  as  united  and  knit  to  the  imperial  crown 
of  England.  I  have  looked  over  all  the  English  and 
Irish  statutes  without  finding  any  law  that  makes  Ire- 
land depend  upon  England,  any  more  than  England 
does  upon  Ireland.  We  have  indeed  obliged  ourselves 
to  have  the  same  king  with  them ;  and  consequently 
they  are  obi iged  to  have  the  same  k ing  w ith  us.  For  (lie 
law  was  made  by  our  own  parliament ;  and  our  ances- 
tors then  were  not  such  fools  (whatever  they  were  in  the 
preceding  reign)  to  bring  themselves  under  I  know  not 
what  dependrace,  which  is  now  talked  of  without  any 
ground  of  law,  reason,  or  common  sense. 

Let  whoever  thinks  otherwise,  I,  M.B.,  drapier,  desire 
to  be  excepted ;  for  I  declare,  next  under  God,  I  depend 
only  on  the  king  my  sovereign  and  on  Uie  laws  of  my 
own  country.     And  I  am  so  far  from  depending  upon 

*  This  pssufie  was  one  of  Ihose  telecled  for  prosrcHlioD  b> 
the  goveromenl. 
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(be  people  of  England,  that  if  they  should  ever  rebel 
against  my  sovereign  (which  God  forbid !)  I  would  be 
ready,  at  die  first  command  from  his  majesty,  to  take 
arms  against  them,  as  some  of  my  countrymen  did 
against  theirs  at  Preston,  i^nd  if  such  a  rebellion 
should  prove  so  successful  as  to  fix  the  Pretender  on  the 
tfarvme  of  England,  I  would  venture  to  tran^ress  that 
statute  so  far  as  to  lose  every  drop  of  my  blood  to  hin- 
der him  ftvmi  being  king  of  Ireland.* 

It  is  true,  indeed,  that  within  the  memory  of  man 
the  parliaments  of  England  have  sometimes  assumed 
the  power  of  binding  Uiis  kingdom  by  laws  enacted 
thcfv;^  wherein  they  were  at  first  openly  opposed  (as 
&r  as  tru^,  reason,  and  justice,  are  capable  of  oppo- 
sing) by  the  famous  Mr.  Molyneox,*'  an  English  gen- 
tleman bom  here,  as  well  as  by  several  of  the  greatest 
patrwls  and  best  Whigs  in  England ;  but  the  love  and 
torrent  of  power  prevailed.    Indeed  the  arguments  on 
both  ndes  were  invincible.      For  in  reason,  all  govern- 
ment without  the  consent  of  the  governed  is  the  very 
definitioD  of  slavery ;   but  in  fact,  eleven  men  weU 
armed  will  certainly  subdue  one  single  man  in  his 
shirt.     But  I  have  done ;  for  those  who  have  used  power 
to  cramp  liberty,  have  gone  so  far  as  to  resent  even  the 
liberty  of  complaining ;  although  a  man  upon  the  rack 
was  never  known  to  be  refused  the  liberty  of  roaring  as 
load  as  he  thought  fit. 

And  as  we  are  apt  to  sink  too  much  under  unreason- 
able fears,  so  we  are  too  soon  inclined  to  be  raised  by 
groondleas  hopesi,  according  to  the  nature  of  all  con- 
sumptive bodies  like  ours.     Thus  it  has  been  given 
about  tar  several  days  past  that  somebody  in  Eng- 
land  empowered  a  second  somebody  to  write  to  a  third 
somebody  here  to  assure  us  that  we  should  no  more  be 
troubled  with  tiicse  halfpence.    And  tliis  is  reported 
to  have  been  done  by  the  same  person  ^  who  is  said  to 
have  sworn  some  months  ago  *'  that  he  would  ram 
them  down  our  throats,*'  though  I  doubt  they  would 
stick  in  our  stomachs;  but  whichever  of  these  reports 
be  true  or  false  it  is  no  concern  of  ours.     For  in  this 
fuiot  we  have  nothing  to  do  with  English  ministers, 
and  I  ^Mrnld  be  sorry  to  leave  it  in  their  power  to  re- 
dress this  grievance  or  to  enforce  it,  fur  tlie  report  of 
the  committee  has  given  me  a  surfeit     The  remedy  is 
wholly  m    vonr  own  hands,  and  therefore  I  have 
digieaied  a  little  in  order  to  refresh  and  continue  that 
tfnrit  to  seasonably  raised  among  you,  and  to  let  you 
ate  that,  by  the  laws  of  God,  of  Nature,  of  nations, 
and  of  your  cotrnTar,  you  abb  and  ought  to  be  as 
FBSE  a  people  as  your  brethren  in  England. 

If  die  pamphlets  published  at  London  by  Wood  and 
hisjoameymen,  in  defence  of  his  cause,  were  reprinted 
here,  and  oar  countrymen  could  be  persuaded  to  read 
them,  they  would  convince  you  of  his  wicked  design 
more  than  all  I  shall  ever  be  able  to  say.  In  short,  I 
make  him  a  perfect  saint  in  comparison  of  what  he  ap- 
peals to  be  Rom  the  writings  of  those  whom  he  hires 
to  josdfy  his  project.  But  he  is  so  far  master  of  the 
field  (let  others  guess  the  reason)  that  no  London 
printer  dare  publish  any  paper  written  in  favour  of 
Ireland ;  and  here,  nobody  as  yet  has  been  so  bold  as 
to  TOUnb  anything  in  favour  of  him. 

There  waa  a  few  days  ago  a  pamphlet  sent  me  of 
r«ar  fifty  pages^  written  in  favour  of  Mr.  Wood  and 
hk  coinage,  printed  in  London ;  it  is  not  worth  answer- 
ing becsiose  probably  it  will  never  be  published  here. 
Bat  it  gave  me  occasion  to  reflect  upon  an  unhappi- 
wm  we  lie  under,  that  the  people  of^  England  are  ut- 
terly ignocBot  of  our  case;  which  however  is  no 
~  r,  since  it  if  a  point  they  do  not  in  the  least 
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concern  themselvM  about,  further  than  peihaps  as  a 
subject  of  discoune  in  a  cofibehouse  when  they  have 
nothing  else  to  talk  of.  For  I  have  reason  to  believe 
that  no  minister  ever  gave  himself  the  trouble  of  read- 
ing any  papers  written  in  our  defence,  because  I  suppose 
their  opinions  are  already  determined,  and  are  formed 
wholly  upon  the  reports  of  Wood  and  his  accomplices ; 
else  it  would  be  impossible  that  any  man  could  have 
the  impudence  to  write  such  a  pamphlet  as  I  have 
mentioned. 

Our  neighbours,  whose  understandings  are  iust  upon 
a  level  with  ours  (which  perhaps  are  none  of  the  bright- 
est), have  a  strong  contempt  for  most  nations,  but  espe^ 
ciaJIy  for  Ireland.  They  look  upon  us  as  a  sort  of 
savage  Irish  whom  our  ancestors  conquered  several 
hundred  years  ago.  And  if  I  should  describe  the 
Britons  to  you  as  they  were  in  Casar^s  time,  when  they 
painted  their  bodies  or  clothed  themselves  widi  the 
skins  of  beasts,  I  should  act  full  as  reasonably  as  they 
do.  However,  they  are  so  far  to  be  excused  in  relati(Hi 
to  the  present  subject,  that  hearing  only  one  side  of  the 
cause,  and  having  neither  opportunity  nor  curiosity  to 
examine  the  other,  they  believe  a  lie  merely  for  their 
ease ;  and  conclude,  because  Mr.  Wood  pretends  to 
power,  he  has  also  reason  on  his  side. 

Therefore  io  let  you  see  how  this  case  is  represented 
in  England  by  Wood  and  his  adherents,  I  have  thought 
it  proper  to  extract  out  of  that  pamphlet  a  few  of  those 
notorious  falsehoods,  in  point  of  met  and  reasoning, 
contained  therein ;  the  knowledge  whereof  will  confirm 
my  countr3rmen  in  their  own  right  sentiments,  when 
they  will  see,  by  comparing  both,  how  much  their 
enemies  are  in  the  wrong. 

1st  The  writer  positively  asserts,  "  that  Wood's 
halfpence  were  current  among  us  for  several  months, 
with  the  universal  approbation  of  all  people,  without 
one  single  gaiosayer ;  and  we  all  to  a  man  thought 
ourselves  happy  in  having  them." 

2dly.  He  affirms,  "  that  we  were  drawn  into  dislike 
of  them  only  by  some  cunning,  evil-designing  men 
among  us,  who  opposed  this  patent  of  Wood  to  get 
another  for  themselves.'* 

3dly.  <<  That  those  who  most  declared  at  first  against 
Wood*s  patent  were  the  very  men  who  intend  to  get 
another  for  their  own  advantage." 

4thly.  "  lliat  our  parliamoit  and  privy  council,  the 
lord  mayor  and  aldermen  of  Dublin,  the  grand  juries 
and  merchants,  and  in  short  the  whole  kingdom,  nay 
the  very  dogs,''  as  he  expresses  it,  "  were  fond  of  those 
halfpence,  till  they  were  inflamed  by  those  few  design- 
ing persons  aforesaid." 

5tbly.  He  says  directly,  ''that  all  those  who  opposed 
the  halfpence  were  papists,  and  enemies  to  king  George." 
Thus  far,  I  am  confident,  the  most  ignorant  among 
you  can  safely  swear  from  your  own  knowledge  that 
the  author  is  a  most  notorious  liar  in  every  article ; 
the  direct  contrary  being  so  manifest  to  the  whole  king- 
dom that,  if  occasion  required,  might  get  it  confirmed 
under  500,000  hands. 

6th1y.  He  would  persuade  us,  *^  that  if  we  sell  St. 
worth  of  our  goods  or  manufactures  for  2t.  id.  worth 
of  copper,  although  the  copper  were  melted  down,  and 
that  we  could  get  6t,  in  gold  and  silver  for  the  said 
goods ;  yet  to  take  the  said  2t.  id,  in  copper  would 
be  greatlv  for  our  advantage." 

And,  lastly,  he  makes  us  a  very  fiiir  offSer,  as  em- 
powered by  Wood,  « that  if  we  will  take  off  two  hun- 
dred thousand  pounds  in  his  halfpence  for  our  goods, 
and  likewise  pay  him  three  per  cent,  interest  for  thirty 
years  for  a  hundred  and  twenty  thousand  pounds  (at 
which  he  computes  the  coinage  above  the  intrinsic  value 
of  the  copper)  for  the  loan  of  his  coin,  he  will  after  that 
time  give  us  good  money  for  what  halfpence  will  lie 
then  left" 

Let  me  place  this  ofiei  in  as  clear  a  light  as  I  can,  to 
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it  neither  Whig  nor  Tory— neither  of  town  nor  conn- 
it  J  party ;  and  it  ii  not  improbable,  that  a  gentleman 
vould  radber  choose  to  live  upon  hit  own  estate,  which 
brings  him  gold  and  silver,  than  with  the  addition  of 
an  employment,  when  his  rents  and  salary  must  both  be 
paid  in'Wood's  bnus  at  above  80  per  cent,  discount. 

For  these  and  many  other  reasons  I  am  confident 
you  need  not  be  under  the  least  apprehension  ftom 
the  sudden  expectation  of  the  lord  lieutenant,*  while 
we  continue  in  our  present  hearty  disposition,  to  alter 
which  no  suitable  temptation  can  possibly  be  offered. 
And  if,  as  I  have  often  asserted  from  the  best  authority, 
the  law  has  not  left  a  power  in  the  crown  to  force  any 
money,  except  sterling,  upon  the  subject,  much  less 
can  the  crown  devolve  such  a  power  upon  another. 

This  I  speak  with  the  utmost  respect  to  the  person 
and  dignity  of  his  excellency  the  lord  Carteret,  whose 
character  was  lately  given  me  by  a  gentleman  that  has 
known  him  from  his  first  appearance  in  the  worid. 
That  gentleman  describes  him  as  a  young  man  of  great 
accomplishments,  excellent  learning,  regular  in  his 
life,  and  of  much  spirit  and  vivacity.  He  has  since, 
as  I  have  heard,  been  employed  abroad ;  was  principal 
secretary  of  state;  and  is  now,  about  the  thirty-seventh 
year  of  his  age,  appointed  lord-lieutenant  of  Ireland. 
From  such  a  governor  this  kingdom  may  reasonably 
hope  for  as  much  prosperity  as,  under  so  many  dis- 
couragements, it  can  be  capable  of  receiving. 

It  is  true,  indeed,  thai  within  the  memory  of  man 
there  have  been  governors  of  so  much  dexterity  as  to 
carry  points  of  terrible  consequence  to  this  kingdom 
by  their  power  with  those  who  are  in  office ;  and  by 
their  arts  in  managing  or  deluding  others  with  oaths, 
affability,  and  even  with  dinners.  If  Wood*s  brass 
had  in  those  times  been  upon  the  anvil,  it  is  obvious 
enough  to  conceive  what  methods  would  have  been 
taken.  Depending  persons  would  have  been  told  hi  plain 
terms,  <'that  it  was  a  service  expected  from  tnem, 
under  the  pain  of  the  public  business  being  put  into 
more  complying  bands.*'  Others  would  bis  allured 
by  promises.  To  the  country  gentlemen,  bende  good 
words,  burgundy,  and  closeting,  it  might  perhaps  have 
been  hinted,  **  how  kindly  it  would  he  taken  to  com- 
ply with  a  royal  patent,  although  it  were  not  compul- 
sory ;  that  if  any  inconveniencies  ensued,  it  might  be 
ffioide  up  with  other  graces  or  favours  hereafter;  that 
gentlemen  ought  to  consider  whether  it  were  prudent  or 
safe  to  disgust  England.  They  would  be  desired  to 
think  of  some  good  bills  for  encouraging  of  trade  and 
setting  the  |ioor  to  work ;  some  further  acts  against 
popery,  and  for  uniting  protestants."  There  would 
be  solemn  engagements,  **that  we  should  never  be 
troubled  with  above  40,000/.  in  his  coin,  and  fdl  of 
the  best  and  wei^tiest  sort,  for  which  we  should 
only  give  our  manufactures  in  exchange,  and  keep 
our  gold  and  silver  at  home.''  Perhaps  a  seasonable 
report  of  some  invasion  would  have  been  spread  in 
the  most  proper  juncture ;  which  is  a  great  smoother 
of  rubs  in  public  proceedings ;  and  we  should  have  been 
told  ''that  this  was  no  time  to  create  differences  when 
the  kingdom  was  in  danger.'* 

These,  I  say,  and  the  Uke  methods  would,  in  corrupt 
times,  have  been  taken  to  let  in  this  deluge  of  brass 
among  us;  and  I  am  confident,  even  then  would  not 
have  succeeded ;  much  less  under  the  administration  of  so 
excellent  a  person  as  the  lord  Carteret,  and  in  a  country 
where  the  people  of  all  ranks,  parties,  and  denominations, 
are  convinced  to  a  man  that  the  utter  undoing  of  them- 
selves and  their  posterity  for  ever  will  be  dated  from 
the  admission  of  that  execrable  coin ;  that  if  it  once 
enters,  it  can  be  no  more  confined  to  a  small  or  mode- 
rate quantity  than  a  plague  can  be  confined  to  a  few 

*  LoidChrtsiH.  sfVrwMds  nxi  Grant  iUe,  in  tome  lespect* 
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families;  and  that  no  equivalent  can  be  given  by  any 
earthly  power,  any  more  than  a  dead  carcase  can  be  re- 
covered  to  life  by  a  cordial. 

Inhere  is  one  comfortable  circumstance  in  this  univer^ 
sal  opposition  to  Mr.  Wood,  that  the  people  sent  over 
hither  from  England,  to  fill  up  our  vacancies,  eccle- 
siastical, civil  and  military,  are  all  on  our  side.  Money, 
the  great  divider  of  the  world,  has,  by  a  strange  revo- 
lution, been  a  great  uniter  of  a  most  divided  people. 
Who  would  leave  100/.  a-year  in  England  (a  country 
of  freedom^  to  be  paid  1000/.  in  Ireland  out  of  Wood  a 
exchequer  f  The  gentleman  they  have  lately  made  pri- 
mate [Dr.  Hugh  Boulter]  would  never  quit  his  seat  in 
an  English  house  of  lords,  and  his  preferments  at  Oxford 
and  Bristol,  worth  1200/.  a-year,  for  four  times  the  deno- 
mination here  but  not  half  the  value ;  therefore,  I  expect 
to  hear  he  will  be  as  good  an  Irishman,  at  least  upon 
this  one  article,  as  any  of  his  brethren,  or  even  of  ua 
who  have  had  the  misfortune  to  be  bom  in  this  island. 
For  those  who  in  the  common  phrase  do  not  come 
hither  to  learn  the  language  wotdd  never  change  a  bet- 
ter country  for  a  worse,  to  receive  brass  instead  of  gold. 

Another  slander  spread  by  Wood  and  his  emissaries 
is  *'  that  by  opposing  him  we  discover  an  inclination 
to  throw  off  our  dependence  upon  tlie  crown  of  Eng^ 
land.'*  Pray  observe  how  important  a  person  is  this 
same  William  Wood,  and  how  the  public  weal  of  two 
kingdoms  is  involved  in  his  private  niterest  First,  all 
diose  who  refuse  to  take  his  coin  are  Papists ;  for  he 
tells  us,  ^  that  none  but  Papists  are  associated  against 
him."  Secondly,  "they  dispute  the  king's  prero- 
gative." Thirdly,  "  they  are  ripe  for  rebellion."  And, 
fourthly,  "  they  are  going  to  shake  off  their  depend- 
ence upon  die  crown  of  England ;"  that  is  to  say, 
they  are  going  to  choose  another  king ;  for  there  can  be 
no  other  meaning  in  this  expression,  however  some 
may  pretend  to  strain  it. 

And  this  gives  me  an  opportunity  of  explaining  to 
those  who  are  ignorant  anotoer  point,  which  has  often 
swelled  in  my  breast.  Those  wno  come  over  hither  to 
us  from  England,  and  some  weak  people  among  our- 
selves, whenever  in  discourse  we  make  mention  of  li- 
l)erty  and  property,  shake  their  heads,  and  tell  us  that 
"  Ireland  is  a  depending  kingdom  ;*'  *  as  if  they  would 
seem  by  this  phrase  to  intend  that  the  peo))le  of  Ire- 
land are  in  some  state  of  slavery  or  dependence  different 
from  those  of  England ;  whereas  a  depending  kingdom 
is  a  modem  term  of  art,  unknown,  as  I  have  heard, 
to  all  ancient  civilians  and  writers  upon  government; 
and  Ireland  is,  on  the  contrary,  called  in  some  statutes 
**  an  imperial  crown,*'  as  held  only  from  God ;  which 
is  as  high  a  style  as  any  kingdom  is  capable  of  receiv- 
ing. Therefore,  by  this  expression,  "a  depending 
kingdom,"  there  is  no  more  to  be  understood  than  that, 
by  a  statute  made  here  in  the  33rd  year  of  Henry  VIII., 
the  king  and  his  successors  are  to  be  kings  imperial 
of  this  realm,  as  united  and  knit  to  the  imperial  crown 
of  England.  I  have  looked  over  all  the  English  and 
Irish  statutes  without  finding  any  law  that  loakes  Ire- 
land depend  upon  England,  any  more  than  England 
does  upon  Ireland.  We  have  indeed  obliged  ourselves 
to  have  the  same  king  with  them ;  and  consequently 
they  are  obliged  to  have  the  same  king  with  us.  For  the 
law  was  made  by  our  own  parliament;  and  our  ances- 
tors then  were  not  such  fools  (whatever  they  were  in  the 
preceding  reign)  to  bring  themselves  under  I  know  not 
what  dependence,  which  is  now  talked  of  without  any 
ground  of  law,  reason,  or  common  sense. 

Let  whoever  thinks  otherwise,  I,  M.B.,  drapier,  desire 
to  be  excepted ;  for  I  declare,  next  imder  God,  I  depend 
only  on  the  king  my  sovereign  and  on  tlie  laws  of  my 
own  country.     And  I  am  so  far  from  depending  upcyi 
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(bf  people  of  England,  that  if  they  should  ever  rebel 
agaimt  my  lorereign  (which  Gkxl  forbid !)  I  would  be 
mdy,  at  the  first  command  from  hia  majesty,  to  take 
arm*  i^^nat  them,  as  some  of  my  countrymen  did 
against  theirs  at  Preston.  And  if  such  a  rebellion 
should  proTe  so  successful  fts  to  fix  the  Pretender  on  the 
thnme  of  England,  I  would  venture  to  transgress  that 
statute  so  &r  as  to  lose  every  drop  of  my  blood  to  hin- 
der him  from  being  king  of  Ireland.* 

It  is  true,  indeed,  that  within  the  memory  of  man 
the  parliaments  of  England  have  sometimes  assumed 
the  power  of  binding  this  kingdom  by  laws  enacted 
there  ;^  wherein  they  were  at  first  openly  opposed  (as 
far  as  truth,  reason,  and  justice,  are  capable  of  oppo- 
sii^)  by  the  famous  Mr.  Molyneux,"  an  English  gen- 
tleman bom  here,  as  well  as  by  several  of  the  greatest 
patriots  and  best  Whigs  in  England ;  but  the  love  and 
tonent  of  power  prevailed.  Indeed  the  arguments  on 
both  sides  were  invincible.  For  in  reason,  all  govern- 
ment wi&out  die  consent  of  the  governed  is  the  very 
definiboo  of  slavery ;  but  in  fact,  eleven  men  well 
armed  will  certainly  subdue  one  single  man  in  his 
shirt.  But  I  have  done ;  for  diose  who  have  used  power 
to  cramp  liberty,  have  gone  so  far  as  to  resent  even  the 
liberty  of  complaining ;  although  a  man  upon  the  rack 
was  never  known  to  be  refused  the  liberty  of  roaring  as 
loud  as  be  thought  fit. 

And  as  we  are  apt  to  sink  too  much  under  unreason- 
able fears,  so  we  are  too  soon  inclined  to  be  raised  by 
groundless  hopes,  according  to  the  nature  of  all  con- 
sumptive bodies  like  ours.     Thus  it  has  been  given 
about  for  several  days  past  that  somebody  in  Eng- 
land empowered  a  second  somebody  to  write  to  a  thiid 
somebody  here  to  assure  us  that  we  should  no  more  be 
troubled  with  tiiese  halfpence.    And  this  is  reported 
to  have  been  done  by  the  same  person  ^  who  is  said  to 
have  sworn  some  months  ago  *'  that  he  would  ram 
tbem  down  oar  throats,**  though  I  doubt  they  would 
stick  in  our  stomachs;  but  whichever  of  these  reports 
be  true  or  false  it  is  no  concern  of  ours.     For  in  this 
puint  we  have  nothing  to  do  with  English  ministers, 
sn*l  I  should  be  sorry  to  leave  it  in  their  power  to  re- 
liress  diis  grievance  or  to  enforce  it,  fur  the  report  of 
the  cmnmxttee  has  given  me  a  surfeit     The  remedy  is 
wholly  in   your  own  hands,  and  therefore  I  have 
digxcned  a  little  in  order  to  refresh  and  continue  that 
^Krit  so  sowmably  raised  among  you,  and  to  let  you 
ate  dot,  by  the  laws  of  God,  of  Nature,  of  nations, 
and  of  your  coimTRY,  you  are  and  ouqrt  to  be  as 
»SCK  a  people  as  your  brethren  in  England. 

If  the  pamphlets  published  at  London  by  Wood  and 
bis  jouroeymen,  in  defence  of  his  cause,  were  reprinted 
here;,  and  our  countrymen  could  be  persuaded  to  read 
them,  tibey  would  convince  you  of  his  wicked  design 
unre  than  all  I  shall  ever  be  able  to  say.  In  short,  I 
make  him  m  perfect  saint  in  comparison  of  what  he  ap- 
peals to  be  from  the  writings  of  those  whom  he  hires 
to  justify  his  project.  But  he  is  so  far  master  of  the 
field  (let  odiexs  ^ess  the  reason)  that  no  London 
printer  dare  publish  any  paper  written  in  favour  of 
Ireland ;  and  here,  nobody  as  yet  has  beoi  so  bold  as 
to  pnbl^  anythii^  in  favour  of  him. 

Tbrre  was  a  few  days  ago  a  pamphlet  sent  me  of 
r«ar  fifty  pages,  writtm  in  favour  of  Mr.  Wood  and 
his  coinage,  printed  in  London ;  it  is  not  worth  answer- 
ing because  probably  it  will  never  be  published  here. 
Bat  ft  gave  me  occasion  to  reflect  upon  an  unhappi- 
MSB  we  he  under,  that  the  people  of  England  are  ut- 
lely  ignonnt  of  our  case;  which  however  is  no 
since  it  if  a  point  they  do  not  in  the  least 
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concern  themselvM  about,  further  than  perhaps  as  a 
subject  of  discourse  in  a  cofiteebouse  when  they  have 
nothing  else  to  talk  of.  For  1  have  .reason  to  believe 
that  no  minister  ever  gave  himself  the  trouble  of  read- 
ing any  papers  written  in  our  defence,  because  I  suppose 
their  opinions  are  already  determined,  and  are  formed 
wholly  upon  the  reports  of  Wood  and  his  accomplices; 
else  it  would  be  impossible  that  any  man  could  have 
the  impudence  to  write  such  a  pamphlet  as  I  have 
mentioned. 

Our  neighbours,  whose  understandings  are  just  upon 
a  level  with  ours  (which  perhaps  are  none  of  the  bright- 
est), have  a  strong  contempt  for  most  nations,  but  espe- 
ciflily  for  Ireland.  They  look  upon  us  as  a  sort  of 
savage  Irish  whom  our  ancestors  conquered  several 
hundred  years  ago.  And  if  I  should  describe  the 
Britons  to  you  as  they  were  in  CsBsar*s  time,  when  they 
painted  their  bodies  or  clothed  themselves  widi  the 
skins  of  beasts,  I  should  act  full  as  reasonably  as  they 
do.  However,  they  are  so  far  to  be  excused  in  relation 
to  the  present  subject,  that  hearing  only  one  side  of  the 
cause,  and  having  neither  opportunity  nor  curiosity  to 
examine  the  othw,  they  believe  a  lie  merely  for  their 
ease ;  and  conclude,  because  Mr.  Wood  pretends  to 
power,  he  has  also  reason  on  his  side. 

Therefore  to  let  you  see  how  this  case  is  represented 
in  England  by  Wood  and  his  adherents,  I  have  thought 
it  proper  to  extract  out  of  that  pamphlet  a  few  of  those 
notorious  falsehoods,  in  point  of  met  and  reasoning, 
contained  therein ;  the  knowledge  whereof  will  confirm 
my  countr3rmen  in  their  own  right  sentiments,  when 
they  will  see,  by  comparing  both,  how  much  their 
enemies  are  in  the  wrong. 

1st.  The  writer  positively  asserts,  "  that  Wood*B 
halfpence  were  current  among  us  for  several  months, 
with  the  universal  approbation  of  all  people,  without 
one  single  gainsayer ;  and  we  all  to  a  man  thought 
ourselves  happy  in  having  them.*^ 

2dly.  He  affirms,  *^  that  we  were  drawn  into  dislike 
of  them  only  by  some  cunning,  evil-designing  men 
among  us,  who  opposed  this  patent  of  Wood  to  get 
another  for  themselves.** 

3dly.  <*  That  those  who  most  declared  at  first  against 
Wood's  patent  were  the  very  men  who  intend  to  gee 
another  for  their  own  advantage." 

4thly.  "  lliat  our  parliament  and  privy  council,  the 
lord  mayor  and  aldermen  of  Dublin,  the  grand  juries 
and  merchants,  and  in  short  the  whole  kingdom,  nay 
die  very  dogs,*'  as  he  expresses  it, ''  were  fond  of  those 
halfpence,  till  they  were  mfiamed  by  those  few  design- 
ing persons  aforesaid.** 

5thly.  He  says  directly,  ''that  all  those  who  opposed 
the  halfpence  were  papists,  and  enemies  to  king  George.** 
Thus  far,  I  am  confident,  the  most  ignorant  among 
you  can  safely  swear  from  your  own  knowledge  that 
the  author  is  a  most  notorious  liar  in  every  article ; 
the  direct  contrary  being  so  manifest  to  the  whole  king- 
dom that,  if  occasion  required,  might  get  it  confirmed 
under  500,(K)0  hands. 

fithly.  He  would  persuade  us,  ^  that  if  we  sell  5s. 
worth  of  our  goods  or  manufactures  for  2r.  id.  worth 
of  copper,  although  the  copper  were  melted  down,  and 
that  we  could  get  5t.  in  gold  and  silver  for  the  said 
goods ;  yet  to  take  the  said  2ff.  Ad,  in  copper  would 
be  greatly  for  our  advantage.** 

And,  lastly,  he  makes  us  a  very  fair  offer,  as  em- 
powered by  Wood,  '*  that  if  we  will  take  off  two  hun- 
dred thousand  pounds  in  his  halfpence  for  our  goods, 
and  likewise  pay  him  three  per  cent,  interest  for  thirty 
years  for  a  hundred  and  twenty  thousand  pounds  (at 
which  he  computes  the  coinage  above  the  intrinsic  value 
of  the  copper)  for  the  loan  of  his  coin,  he  will  ailer  that 
time  give  us  good  money  for  what  halfpence  will  lie 
then  left.'* 

Let  me  place  this  oflfer  in  as  clear  a  light  as  I  can,  to 
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diov  the  insupportable  villanv  and  impudence  of 
iDcorrigi  ble  wretch.  "  First,"  says  he,  "  I  will  send 
hundred  thousand  pounds  of  my  coin  into  your  country ; 
Uie  copper  I  compute  to  be,  in  real  value,  eighty  thou- 
sand pounds,  and  I  charge  you  with  a  hundred  and 
twenty  thousand  pounds  for  the  coinage ;  so  that,  you 
see,  I  lend  you  a  hundred  and  twenty  Uiousand  pounds 
foi  thirty  years ;  for  which  you  shall  pay  me  three  per 
cent,  that  is  to  say,  three  thousand  six  hundred  pounds 
per  annum,  which  in  thirty  yean  will  amount  to  a  bun- 
dred  and  eight  thousand  pounds.  And  when  these 
thirty  years  are  expired,  return  me  my  copper,  and  I 
will  give  you  good  money  for  it" 

This  is  the  proposal  made  to  us  by  Wood  in  that 
pamphlet,  written  by  one  of  his  commissioners :  and  the 
author  is  supposed  to  be  the  same  infamous  Coleby,  one 
of  his  under-swearers  at  the  conunittee  of  council,  who 
was  tried  for  robbing  the  treasury  here,  where  he  was 
an  under*clerk. 

fiy  this  proposal  he  will,  first,  receive  two  hundred 
thousand  pounds  in  goods  or  sterling,  for  as  much  cop- 
per as  he  values  at  eighty  thousand  pounds,  but  m 
reality  not  worth  thirty  Uiousand  pounds.  Secondly,  he 
will  receive  for  interest  a  hundred  and  eight  tliousand 
pounds :  and  when  our  children  come  thirty  years  hence 
to  return  his  halfpence  upon  his  executors  (for  before 
that  time  he  will  be  probably  gone  to  his  own  place), 
those  executors  will  very  reasonably  reject  them  as  raps 
and  counterfeits,  which  they  will  be,  and  millions  of 
them  of  his  own  coinage. 

Methinks  I  am  fond  of  such  a  dealer  as  this,  who 
mends  every  day  upon  our  hands,  like  a  Dutch  reckon- 
ing ;  wherein  if  you  dispute  the  unreasonableness  and 
exorbitance  of  the  bill,  the  landlord  shall  bring  it  up 
every  time  with  new  additions. 

Although  tliese,  and  the  like  pamphlets  published 
by  Wood  in  London,  are  altogether  unknown  here, 
where  nobody  could  read  them  without  as  much  indig- 
nation as  contempt  would  allow,  yet  I  thought  it  proper 
to  give  you  a  specimen  how  the  man  employs  his  time, 
where  he  rides  alone  without  any  creature  to  contradict 
him;  wlule  our  few  friends  there  wonder  at  our 
silence :  «ind  the  English  in  general,  if  they  think  of 
this  matter  at  all,  impute  our  refusal  to  wilfulness  or 
disaffection,  just  as  Wood  and  his  hirelings  are  pleased 
to  represent. 

But  although  our  arguments  are  not  suffered  to  be 
printed  in  England,  yet  the  consequence  will  be  of  little 
moment  Let  Wood  endeavour  to  persuade  the  people 
there,  that  we  ought  to  receive  his  coin ;  and  let  me 
convince  our  people  here,  that  they  ought  to  reject  it, 
under  pain  of  our  utter  undoing ;  and  then  let  him  do 
his  best  and  his  worst 

Before  I  conclude,  I  must  beg  leave  in  all  humility 
to  tell  Mr.  Wood,  that  he  is  guilty  of  great  indiscretion, 
by  causing  so  honourable  a  name  as  Uiat  of  Mr.  Wal- 
pole  to  be  mentioned  so  often  and  in  such  a  manner 
upon  this  occasion.  A  short  paper  printed  at  Bristol, 
and  reprinted  here,  reports  Mr.  Wood  to  say,  "  that  he 
wonders  at  the  impudence  and  insolence  of  die  Irish  in 
refusing  his  coin,  and  what  he  will  do  when  Mr.  Wal- 
pole  comes  to  town."  Where,  by  the  way,  he  is  mis- 
taken ;  for  it  is  the  true  English  people  of  Ireland  who 
refuse  it,  although  we  take  it  for  granted  that  the  Irish 
will  do  so  too  whenever  they  are  asked.  In  another 
printed  paper  of  his  contriving,  it  is  roundly  expressed, 
**  that  Mr.  Walpole  will  cram  his  brass  down  our  throats." 
Sometimes  it  is  given  out  '*  that  we  must  either  take 
those  halfpence  or  eat  our  brogues :"  and  in  another 
Newsletter,  tiut  of  yesterday,  we  read,  "  that  the  same 
great  man  has  sworn  to  make  us  swallow  his  coin  in 
flrtballs." 

This  brings  to  my  mind  the  known  story  of  a  Scotch- 
man, who,  receiving  the  sentence  of  death  with  all  the 
circumstances  of  hanging,  beheading,  quartering,  em> 


bowelling,  and  the  like,  cried  oat,  <*  What  need  all  this . 
cooKcav  V  And  I  think  we  have  reason  to  ask  the 
same  question ;  for  if  we  believe  Wood,  here  is  a  din- 
ner getting  ready  for  us ;  and  you  see  the  bill  of  fare ; 
and  I  am  sorry  the  drink  was  forgot,  which  might  easily 
be  supplied  with  melted  lead  and  flaming  pitch. 

What  vile  words  are  these  to  put  into  the  mouth  of 
a  great  counsellor,  in  high  trust  with  his  majestv  and 
looked  upon  as  a  prime-minister !  If  Mr.  Wood  has  no 
better  a  manner  of  representing  his  patrons,  when  I 
come  to  be  a  great  man  he  shall  never  be  suffered  to  at- 
tend at  my  levee.  This  is  not  the  style  of  a  great  mi- 
nister ;  it  savours  too  much  of  tfie  kettle  and  the  furnace, 
and  came  entirely  out  of  Wood's  forge. 

As  for  the  threat  of  making  us  eat  our  brogues,  we 
need  not  be  in  pain ;  for  if  his  coin  should  pass,  that 
unpolite  covering  for  the  feet  would  no  longer  be  a  na- 
tional reproach ;  because  then  we  should  have  neither 
shoe  nor  brogue  left  in  the  kingdom.  But  here  the  false* 
hood  of  Mr.  Wood  is  fairly  detected ;  for  I  am  confi- 
dent Mr.  Walpole  never  heard  of  a  brogue  in  his  whole 
Ufe, 

As  to  ''swallowing these  halfpence  in  fire-balb,"  it  is 
a  story  equally  improbable.  For  to  execute  this  opera- 
tion, the  whole  stock  of  Mr.  Wood*s  coin  and  metal 
must  be  melted  down,  and  moulded  into  hollow  balls 
with  wild-fire,  no  bigger  than  a  reasonable  throat  may 
be  able  to  swallow.  Now,  the  metal  he  has  prepared, 
and  already  coined,  will  amount  to  at  least  fifty  millions 
of  halfpence,  to  be  swallowed  by  a  million  and  a  half 
of  people :  so  that,  allowing  two  halftience  to  each  ball, 
there  will  be  about  seventeen  balls  of  wild-fire  a-piece 
to  be  swallowed  by  every  person  in  the  kingdom ;  and 
to  administer  this  dose,  there  cannot  be  conveniently 
fewer  than  fifty  thousand  operators,  allowing  one  ope- 
rator to  every  thirty ;  which,  considering  the  squea- 
mishness  of  some  stomachs,  and  the  peevishness  of  young 
children,  is  but  reasonable.  Now,  under  correction  of 
better  judgments,  I  think  the  trouble  and  charge  of  such 
an  experiment  would  exceed  the  profit ;  and  therefore 
I  take  this  report  to  be  spurious,  or  at  least  only  a  new 
scheme  of  Mr.  Wood  himself;  which,  to  make  it  pass 
the  better  in  Ireland,  he  would  father  upon  a  minister 
ofstate. 

But  I  will  now  demonstrate  beyond  all  contradiction, 
that  Mr.  Walpole  is  against  this  project  of  Mr.  Wood 
and  is  an  entire  friend  to  Ireland,  only  by  this  one  in- 
vincible argument ;  that  he  has  the  universal  opinion  of 
being  a  wise  man,  an  able  minister,  and  in  all  his  pro- 
ceedings pursuing  the  true  interest  of  the  King  his  mas- 
ter ;  and  that  as  his  integrity  is  above  all  corruption, 
so  is  his  fortune  above  all  temptation.  I  reckon,  there- 
fore, we  are  perfectly  safe  from  that  comer,  and  shall 
never  be  under  the  necessity  of  contending  with  so  for- 
midable a  power,  but  be  left  to  possess  our  brogues  and 
potatoes  in  peace,  as  remote  from  thunder  as  we  are 
from  Jupiter.' 

I  am,  my  dear  countrymen,  your  loving  fellow-tub- 
ject,  fellow-sufferer,  and  humble  servant,  M.  B. 


TOM  PUNSIBrS  DREAM. 

Pteaented  in  the  year  17>4-«. 

Atf^S*  wi<^,  rmSTM  fiM  ■ 

E;  fiX9  wif^f  U^Xk,  ^  rtXir^M* 

KcJ  fam  fu  vrXtuTit  r»v  ittt^trf  i7  rmt 

Ai\Mi  ^yXtvMtftf  UA«»>-«^>)  l^r.— Soph.  Elec. 

SiKCE  the  heat  of  thu  business,  which  has  of  late  so 
much  and  so  justly  concerned  this  kingdom,  is  at  last 
in  a  great  measure  over,  we  may  ventureto  abate  some- 
thing of  our  former  seal  and  vigour  in  handling  it,  and, 

•  "  Procul  k  Jo>e,  procul  k  fulmin©." 
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loolong:  HfKiD  it  ••  an  enony  almoft  overthrown,  consult 
more  GOT  own  amusement  tiian  its  prejudice,  in  attack- 
ing it  in  light  excursoiy  skinnisoes.  Thus  much  I 
thought  fit  to  obserre,  lest  the  world  should  be  apt  to 
make  an  obriouf  pun  upon  me ;  when  beginning  to 
dreuB  on  this  occasion,  I  presented  it  with  the  noctur- 
nal ladings  of  an  unguided  imagination,  on  a  subject 
of  so  great  importance  as  the  final  wel&re  or  ruin  of  a 
whole  nation. 

But  so  it  was,  that  upon  reading  one  of  the  Drapier^s 
lettcn  I  fell  asleep  and  had  the  following  dream  : — 

The  first  object  that  struck  me  was  a  woman  of 
exquisite  beauty,  and  a  most  mijestic  air,  seated  on  a 
thfooe,  whom,  by  the  figure  of  a  lion  beneath  her  feet, 
and  of  Neptune  who  stood  by  her  and  paid  her  the  most 
Nspcctful  homage,  I  easily  knew  to  be  the  Genius 
of  England.  At  some  distance  ftom  her  (though  not 
at  so  great  a  one  as  seemed  to  be  desired)  I  obsorred  a 
matron  dodied  in  robes  so  tattered  and  torn  that  they 
bad  not  only  mery  nigh  lost  their  original  air  of  royalty 
and  magnificence,  but  eren  exposed  her  to  the  incle- 
mency of  the  weather  in  several  places,  which,  with 
many  other  afllictions,  had  so  afiected  her,  that  her 
natunl  beauty  was  almost  efiaced,  and  her  strength 
and  ^rits  very  nigh  lost.  She  hung  over  a  harp,  with 
which,  if  she  sometimes  endeavoured  to  sooth  her 
melancholy,  she  had  still  the  misfortune  to  find  it  more 
or  leas  out  of  tone ;  particularly  when,  as  I  perceived 
at  last,  it  was  strung  with  a  sort  of  wire  of  so  base  com- 
position that  neither  she  nor  I  could  make  anything  of 
It  I  took  nsrticalar  notice  that,  when  moved  by  a 
mist  sense  of  her  wrongs,  she  could  at  any  time  raise  her 
nead.  she  fixed  her  eyes  so  stedfastly  on  her  neighbour, 
tomeChncs  with  an  humble  and  entreating,  at  others 
with  a  more  bold  and  resentful  regard,  that  I  could 
not  help  (however  improbable  it  should  seem  from  her 
faierons  and  august  appearance)  in  a  great  measure 
to  attribote  her  misfortunes  to  her ;  but  this  I  shall 
submit  to  the  judgment  of  the  world. 

I  should  now  at  last  mention  her  name,  were  not 
these  eircumstances  too  unhappily  singular  to  make 
that  any  way  necessary. 

As  I  wau  taken  up  with  many  melancholy  reflections 
en  this  moving  object,  I  was  on  a  sudden  interrupted 
by  a  litde  sort  of  an  uproar,  which,  upon  turning  my 
ryes  towards  it,  I  found  arose  from  a  crowd  of  people 
(Nebind  her  throne.     The  cause  it  seems  was  this : — 

TlMre  was  I  perceived  among  them  the  god  of  mer- 
chandi«r,  with  his  sandals  mostly  of  brass,  but  not 
wifhoat  a  small  proportion  of  gold  and  silver,  and  his 
wings  chiefly  of  the  two  latter  metals,  but  allayed  with 
a  little  of  tit  former.  Widi  those  he  used  to  trudge 
op  and  down  to  furnish  them  with  necessaries ;  with 
these  he'd  take  a  fiight  to  other  countries,  but  not  so 
dextenrasJy  or  to  so  good  purpose  as  in  other  places  of 
his  oAee,  not  so  much  for  want  of  encouragement 
among  Aem  here,  as  on  account  of  the  haughty 
jcaloosy  of  dieir  neighbours,  who  it  seems  dreading  in 
thnn  a  riral  took  care  to  clip  his  wings  and  circum- 
scribe his  flights;  the  former  more  especially  being  by 
fhcne  and  other  means  so  much  worn,  he  performed 
bis  oflke  bat  lamely,  which  gave  occasion  to  some  who 
had  dicir  own  private  interest  more  at  heart  than  that 
of  the  publie,  to  patch  up  some  of  the  places  of  his 
offire  with  a  metal  of  the  same  nature,  indeed,  but 
as  digbt  and  base,  that  though  at  first  it  might  serve  to 
esrry  him  oo  their  errands,  it  soon  failed,  and  by 
digicfa  grew  entirely  useless;  insomuch  that  he  would 
niher  be  retarded  than  promoted  in  his  business;  and 
this  occasioned  the  abc^e  disturbance  among  hu  de- 
pmdoatB,  who  thereupon  turned  their  eyes  towards 
their  mistress,  Ibr  by  mis  time  she  will,  I  presume,  be 
better  known  by  that  than  the  more  homely  and 
sociable  caone  of  neighbour,  and  not  daring  of  late  to 


say  or  do  anything  without  her  approbation,  made 
several  humble  applications  to  her,  beseeching  that  she 
would  continue  them  that  liberty  of  refitting  these 
implements  themselves,  which  she  had  been  formerly 
pleased  graciously  to  allow  them;  but  these,  however 
reasonable,  were  all  rejected,  whereupon  1  observed  a 
certain  person  (a  mean  ill-looking  fellow),  from  among 
a  great  number  of  people  that  stood  behind  the  genius 
of  England,  who  during  die  whole  affair  had  kept  his 
eyes  intently  fixed  on  his  neighbours,  watching  all 
their  motions,  like  a  hawk  hovering  over  his  quarry, 
and  with  just  the  same  design :  him,  I  say,  1  ohKrved 
to  turn  off  hastily,  and  make  towards  the  throne,  where 
being  arrived,  after  some  preparations  requisite,  he  pre- 
ferred a  petition,  setting  forth  the  wants  and  necessities 
(but  taking  care  to  make  >m  appear  at  least  four  times 
greater  than  they  really  were)  of  his  neighbours,  or  as 
he  might  have  more  truly  and  honestly  said,  his  own, 
both  which,  for  the  latter,  though  not  expressed,  he 
chiefly  intended,  but  modestly  or  rather  knavishly  left 
to  be  understood,  he  begged  the  royal  licence  to  re- 
dress, by  supplying  those  defects  which  were  the  occa- 
sion of  *em.  This  humble  suppliant,  I  observed,  both 
before  and  after  this  petition,  seemed  to  employ  his 
utmost  industry  and  art  to  insinuate  himself  into  the 
good  graces  of  two  persons  that  stood  on  each  side 
the  throne  ;*  the  one  on  the  right  was  a  lady  of  large 
make  and  swarthy  complexion ;  the  other  a  man  that 
seemed  to  be  between  fifty  and  sixty,  who  had  an  air 
of  deep  designing  thought.  These  two  he  managed 
with  a  great  deal  of  art ;  for  the  lady  he  employed  all 
the  little  arts  that  win  her  sex ;  particuUrly  I  observed 
that  he  frequently  took  hold  of  ner  hand  as  in  raptures 
to  kiss  it,  in  such  a  manner  as  made  me  suspect  she  did 
not  always  draw  it  back  empty ;  for  this  he  did  so  slily 
that  it  was  not  easy  for  anybody  to  be  certain  of  it. 
The  man,  on  the  other  hand,  he  plied  his  own  way  with 
politics,  remonstrating  to  him  the  several  things  he  had 
before  the  throne;  which,  however,  as  might  be  pre- 
sumed from  his  manner  of  attending  to  them,  seemed 
to  make  little  impression;  but  when  he  came  to  lay 
before  him  the  great  advantages  that  might  accrue 
from  thence  to  their  mistress,  and  consequently  to  him, 
he  heard  him  with  the  utmost  eagerness  and  satisfaction ; 
at  last,  he  kissed  his  hand  in  the  same  manner  as  he 
had  the  lady's,  and  so  retired.  By  these  and  the  like 
means,  be  soon  brought  over  both  parties  to  him,  who 
with  a  whisper  or  two  procured  him  the  Ucenoe;  where- 
upon he  immediately  fell  to  making  up  a  metal,  if  it 
deserved  the  name,  of  a  very  strange  composition, 
wherewith  he  purposed  to  refit  the  implements  of  that 
useful  deity,  but  in  such  manner  tbftt,  for  the  base 
metal  he  put  into  them,  he  would  take  care  to  draw 
away  from  them  an  infinitely  mora  than  proportionable 
quantity  of  gold  and  silver,  and  thereby  render  him 
almost  incapable  of  taking  fiight  to  foreign  countries; 
nay,  at  last  perhaps  utterly  so,  when,  under  pretence  of 
their  not  bemg  completed,  he  should  filch  in  more 
of  his  metal  and  filch  away  more  of  theirs. 

These  things  being  therefore  prepared,  he  sends  *em 
over  to  his  neighbours,  and  there  endeavoured  to  get 
them  admitted  by  fair  words  and  promises,  being  too 
sensible  that  they  were  not  of  themselves  the  most 
willing  to  accept  of  his  ikvour;  and  indeed  he  was  not 
deceived ;  for  tney,  being  advertised  of  his  designs,  had 
taken  the  alarm,  and  had  almost  to  a  man  united  in 
one  common  faction  against  him.  This  generous 
ardour  had  first  taken  hold  of  the  most  active  and  im- 
portant part :  and  if  I  may  be  allowed  thence  to  call 
It  the  heart  of  this  body,  from  thence  was,  on  one  side, 
by  a  quick  passage  and  in  its  more  refined  parts,  ccm- 
municated  tnrough  the  blood  to  the  contemplative  and 
reasoning,  the  head,  which  it  inspired  with  noble 
*  The  dochca  of  Rendid  and  sir  Robert  Walpol*. 
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thoughts  and  resolutionf ;  and  on  the  other,  to  the  in- 
ferior extremities,  which  were  thereby  rendered  more 
expedite  and  readier  to  obey  the  dictates  of  the  head 
in  a  rougher  method  of  opposition.  From  each  of  which 
extremities,  being  carried  back  to  its  fountain,  it  was 
returned  to  them  from  thence ;  and  so  backwards  and 
forwards  till  the  circulation  and  union  were  confirmed 
and  completed ;  the  sordid,  unnatural,  offensive  parts 
being  in  the  meantime  thrown  off  as  dregs  of  nature 
and  nuisances  of  human  society ;  but  of  these  in  so 
well-tempered  a  constitution  tliere  must  be  but  few : 
however,  when  tliere  are  any  to  be  found,  though  they 
had  been  of  the  most  exalted  nature  and  bore  most 
noble  offices  in  this  body,  by  any  corruption  become 
to^  they  shared  the  common  fate,  with  this  only  differ- 
ence, that  they  were  rejected  with  greater  scorn  and 
contempt  on  account  of  their  former  dignity,  as  was 
found  in  one  notorious  instance.  But  on  the  other 
hand,  among  all  the  parts  that  were  serviceable  to 
the  constitution  on  this  occasion,  there  was  not  one 
more  so  than  a  certain  one,  whose  name  indeed  is 
not  openly  known,  but  whose  good  offices  and  use- 
fulness are  too  great  ever  to  be  forgotten ;  for  it, 
by  its  nice  diligence  and  skill,  selected  out  things 
of  the  most  noble  and  exquisite  nature,  by  infusing 
and  dispersing  them  to  etiUven  and  invigorate  die 
whole  borly,  which  how  effectually  they  did  our 
bold  projector  sadly  experienced ;  for,  finding  all  his 
endeavours  to  pass  his  ware  upon  them  disappointed, 
he  withdrew.  But  his  patron  on  the  other  side,  being 
informed  of  what  had  paned,  fell  into  a  most  terrible 
passion,  and  tlireatened  they  say  I  know  not  what,  of 
making  to  swallow  and  ramming  down  throats.  But 
while  they  were  in  deep  conference  together,  methought 
all  on  a  sudden  a  trap- door  dropped  and  down  fell  our 
projector.  This  unexpected  accident  did  on  many 
accounts  not  a  little  alarm  the  throne,  and  gave 
it  but  too  great  occasion  to  reflect  a  little  on  what  had 
been  doing,  as  what  a  mean  ordinary  fellow  it  had 
intrusted  with  the  care  of  an  affair  of  such  great  conse- 
quence, diat,  though  their  neighbours'  refusal  might 
possibly  hava  put  him  to  such  straits  as  might  be  the 
great  occasion  of  this  disgrace,  yet  that  very  refusal 
could  not  be  universal  and  resolute  without  some  reason, 
which  could  arise  from  nothing  else  but  the  unseason- 
ableness  or  unworthiness  of  his  offers,  or  both,  and  he 
consequently  might  deserve  as  much  to  suffer  as  they 
did ;  now  for  the  better  information,  therefore,  in  these 
surmises,  some  of  the  neighbours  might  be  consulted, 
who  confirming  them,  things  seemed  to  bear  a  good 
pace  and  be  in  a  very  fair  way  of  clearing  up.  When 
I  awoke,  I  cannot  say  whether  more  pleased  at  the 
present  posture  of  affairs,  when  I  recollected  how  in* 
different  an  one  they  had  lately  been  in,  or  anxious 
when  upon  considering  that  they  were  not  yet  firm  and 
settled ;  I  was  led  to  reflect  in  general  on  the  uncer- 
tainty of  events,  and  in  particular  on  the  small  reason 
the  persons  in  hand  can  have  to  promise  themselves 
inrosperous  ones,  especially  when  they  are  depending  in 
that  part  of  the  world. 


SEASONABLE  ADVICE  TO  THE 
GRAND  JURY, 

CONCRRNING  THB  BILL  PREPARING  AGAINST  THB 

PRINTER  OF  THE  DRAPIER'S  FOURTH  LETTER. 

CTRis  pieoe  was  published  when  the  Ull  ogftinst  Hardkig  wis  to 
be  tarooght  before  the  gnuid  jury.] 

Not.  11, 17S4. 
StifCK  a  bill  is  preparing  for  the  grand  jury  to  find 
against  the  printer  of  the  Drapier's  last  letter,  there  are 
several  things  maturely  to  be  considered  by  those  gen- 
tlemen before  they  detarmine  upon  it. 

Fint,  they  are  to  consider,  that  the  author  of  the 


said  pamphlet  did  write  three  other  disooorsei  ott  the 
same  subject,  which,  instead  of  being  censured,  were 
univenally  approved  by  the  whole  nation,  and  were 
allowed  to  have  raised  and  continued  that  spirit  among 
us  which  has  hitherto  kept  out  Wood  s  coin ;  fur  all 
men  will  grant,  that  if  those  pamphlets  had  not  been 
written,  his  coin  must  have  overrun  the  nation  some 
months  ago. 

Secondly,  it  is  to  be  considered,  that  tiiis  pamphlet, 
against  which  a  pruclamation  has  been  issued,  is  written 
by  the  same  author;  that  nobody  ever  doubted  the 
innocence  and  goodness  of  his  design  ;  that  he  appearei, 
through  the  whole  tenor  of  it,  to  be  a  loyal  subject  to 
his  majesty  and  devoted  to  the  house  of  Hanover,  Mid 
declares  himself  in  a  manner  peculiarly  zealous  against 
the  Pretender.  And  if  such  a  writer,  in  four  several 
treatises  on  so  nice  a  subject,  where  a  royal  patent  is 
concerned  and  where  it  was  necessary  to  speak  of 
England  and  of  liberty,  should  in  one  or  two  places 
happen  to  let  fall  an  inadvertent  expression,  it  would 
be  nard  to  condemn  him,  after  all  the  good  he  had 
done,  especially  when  we  consider  that  he  could  have 
no  possible  design  in  view  either  of  honour  or  profit, 
but  purely  the  qood  of  his  counthy. 

Thirdly,  it  ou^t  to  be  well  considered,  whether  any 
one  expression  in  the  said  pamphlet  be  really  liable  to 
a  just  exception,  much  less  to  be  found  "  wicked,  mali- 
cious, seditious,  reflecting  upon  his  majesty  and  his 
ministry,"  &c. 

The  two  points  in  that  pamphlet  which  it  is  said  the 
prosecutors  intend  chiefly  to  fix  on  are,  first,  where  the 
author  mentions  the  penner  of  the  king's  answer. 
First,  it  is  well  known  his  majesty  is  not  master  of  the 
English  tongue ;  and  therefore  it  is  necessary  that  some 
other  person  should  be  employed  to  pen  what  he  has  to 
say  or  write  in  that  language.  Secondly,  his  majesty's 
answer  is  not  in  the  first  person,  but  in  the  third.  It 
is  not  said,  wb  are  concerned,  or  oint  royal  predecessors ; 
but  HIS  MAJBSTY  is  coucenied,  and  his  royal  mede* 
cessors.  By  which  it  is  plain,  these  are  propmy  not 
the  words  of  his  majesty,  but  supposed  to  be  taiten  (rom 
him  and  transmitted  hither  by  one  of  his  ministers. 
Thirdly,  it  will  be  easily  seen,  that  the  anther  of  the 
pamphlet  delivers  bis  sentiments  upon  this  particular 
witli  the  utmost  caution  and  respect,  as  any  impartial 
reader  will  observe. 

The  second  paragraph,  which  it  is  said  will  be  taken 
notice  of  as  a  motive  to  find  the  bill,  is  what  the  author 
says  of  Ireland's  being  a  denendent  kingdom :  he  ex- 
plains all  the  dependence  he  knows  of.  wnich  is  a  law 
made  in  Ireland,  whereby  it  is  enacted  "  that  whoever 
is  king  of  England  shall  be  king  of  Ireland.""  Before 
this  explanation  be  condemned  and  the  bill  found  upon 
it,  it  would  be  proper  that  some  lawyers  should  fully 
inform  the  jury  what  odier  law  there  is,  either  statute 
or  common,  for  this  dependency ;  and  if  there  be  no 
law,  there  is  no  transgression. 

The  fourth  thing  very  maturely  to  be  considered  by 
the  jury  is,  what  influence  tlieir  finding  the  bill  may 
have  upon  the  kingdom.  The  people  in  general  find  uo 
fault  in  the  Drapier's  last  book,  any  mere  than  in  the 
three  former;  and  thereforr,  when  they  hear  it  is  con- 
demned by  a  grand  jury  of  Dublin,  they  will  conclntle 
it  is  done  in  &vour  of  Wood  s  coin ;  they  will  think 
we  of  this  town  have  changed  our  minds  and  intend 
to  take  those  half^nce,  and  therefore  that  it  will  be  in 
vain  for  them  to  stand  out :  so  that  the  question  comes 
to  this,  which  will  be  of  the  worst  consequence  f  to  let 
pass  one  or  two  expressions,  at  the  worst  only  unwary, 
m  a  book  written  for  the  public  service;  or  to  leave  a 
free,  open  passage  for  Wood's  brass  to  ovenun  us,  by 
which  we  shall  be  undone  for  ever. 

The  fifth  thing  to  be  considered  is,  that  the  membfn 
of  tlie  grand  jury,  being  merchants  and  principal  shop- 
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keppo!^  MB  htDB  no  niUble  temptation  offered  tbem 
sM  a  leoompeDW  for  iiie  mischief  they  will  do  and  suffer 
br  letting  m  this  coin;  nor  can  be  at  any  loss  or  danger 
bj  r^ccting  the  bill.  They  do  not  expect  any  em^Ioy- 
riMuti  in  the  state^  to  make  up  in  their  own  private 
ailrantages  the  destruction  of  their  country  ;  whereas 
tfaiise  who  go  about  to  advise,  entice,  or  threaten  them 
Ut  find  that  bill,  have  great  employments,  which  they 
bav^  a  raiod  to  keep,  or  to  get  a  greater;  as  it  was  like- 
wise the  caae  ot  all  those  who  signed  the  proclamation 
to  have  the  author  prosecuted.  And  therefore  it  is 
knoirn.  that  his  grace  the  lord  archbishop  of  Dublin, 
so  rraowued  for  his  piety  and  wisdom,  and  love  of  his 
oiuntry,  absolutely  refused  to  condemn  the  book  or  the 
sudicir. 

lastly,  it  ought  to  be  considered  what  consequence 
thr  finding  of  the  bill  may  have  upon  a  poor  man  per- 
fectly innocent.  I  mean  the  printer.  A  lawyer  may 
pick  out  expressions,  and  make  diem  liable  to  ezcep- 
ttfNi,  where  do  other  man  is  able  to  find  any.  But 
bo«r  can  it  be  supposed  that  an  ignorant  printer  can  be 
such  a  critie  f  He  knew  the  author's  design  was  honest, 
and  af^voved  by  tiie  whole  kingdom  :  he  advised  with 
frii^nds,  who  told  him  there  was  no  harm  in  the  book, 
and  he  eoold  see  none  himself:  it  was  sent  him  in  an 
unknown  hand ;  but  the  same  in  which  he  received  the 
tlm«  former.  He  and  his  wife  have  offered  to  take 
riMnr  oaths  that  tbcr  knew  not  the  anther.  And  there- 
ftic^,  to  find  a  bill  that  may  bring  punishment  upon 
tSe  inoooent  will  appear  very  hard,  to  say  no  worse. 
Vor  it  vUl  be  impossible  to  find  the  author,  unless  he 
« tU  pkase  to  diaeover  himself ;  although  I  wonder  he 
rcfr  concealed  his  name ;  but  I  suppose  what  he  did  at 
fir«  out  of  modesty,  he  continues  to  do  out  of  prudence. 
iivi  peoCect  us  and  him ! 

I  vill  conclude  all  with  a  fable  ascribed  to  Demo- 
ctiMnes.  He  had  served  the  people  of  Athene  with 
zmX  fiddity  in  the  station  of  an  orator,  when,  upon  a 
r«^tain  oecaaioo,  apprehending  to  be  delivered  over  to 
.1. 4  mrmics,  be  told  the  Athenians,  his  countrymen,  the 
fWltfiring  slory :  Once  upon  a  time  the  wolves  desired 
with  the  sheep,  upon  this  condition,  that  the 
of  strife  might  be  taken  away,  which  was  the 
•Hrphcrda  and  mastiffs :  thu  being  granted,  the  wolves, 
without  all  fear,  made  havoc  of  the  sheep.* 

Lnrd    cUrf-jwMioe   IJIIitsliei].  after  he  had    dfirhargMl  the 
ry  tkal  rHViaed  to  ftnd  the  bill  against  HanUnf(.  the 
i«BriTe4  hSoiaof  the  illegality  of  hia  proeeedlnga. 
IbOowiiw  extzact  waa  distributed'  through  the  city  of 
DuUin. 

KXTttCT  nOM  A  BOOK  ENTITLED,  "  AN  KXACT  COLLEC- 
TION OP  THE  DEBATE  OF  THE  HOUSE  OP  COMMONS 
U£U>  AT  WESTMINSTEB,  OCTOBEB  21,  1680,'*  p.  150. 

**  Haoimiim»  of  the   UouMe  of  Commotu  w  Eiiffiand, 

Nocembtr  13,  1680. 

**  Sevsbal  persons  twing  examined  about  the  dia- 
Bising  a  gnnd  jury  in  Middlesex,  the  house  came  to 
(W  felknring  resolutions : — 

**  RiiJml,  chat  the  dischaiging  of  a  grand  jury  by 
say  j»»df^  bcfeve  the  end  of  the  term,  assises,  or  ses- 
•ibiM,  wnife  asattos  are  under  their  consideration,  and 
let  |sininlad»  ia  arbitrary,  illagal,  destructive  to  public 
i^Mtici^  a  Bunifest  violation  of  his  oath,  and  is  a  means 
lu  aahfcft  the  Ikmdamental  laws  of  this  kingdom. 

'*'  Raaalvad,  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  eza- 

Mvet  verv  diMribnted  lo  every  penon  of  the 
b^l  baftmtlMifattl  wu  to  be  exldbitad ;  who. 
tm  the  If  una  fnotatiiedin  it.  xeAaed  to  And  the  bill, 
•pr^wbiAfhe  lofd  chief-juatioe  Whitahed,  who  had  prraided 
•I  *  Cmacr  auMKatSnu  of  the  dean'a  printer,  diaeharsed  diem 
n  •  ofi  TW  Salloviag  eittMt  was  soon  afler  pabliahed  to 
•  •'w  iM  m^ellty  of  this  proeaedlng ;  and  the  next  grand  jury 
tkat  WW  frnfmrnuihif  bmIb  the  aobaequent  preaentmeiit  aKainat 
•i>  iW  alirtson  of  Wood's  project    See  the  letter  to  lord  Moles- 


mine  the  proceedings  of  the  judges  in  Westroinster- 
hall;  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  herein » 
to  this  house.** 


A  LETTER  FROM  A  FRIEND  TO  THE  RIGHT  HON. 

THE  LORD  CHIEF-JUSTICE  WHIT8HED. 

Ceteri,  quanto  quia  aervitio  promptior,  opibua  ethonoribua 
extollerentur :  Invalido  legum  auxilio,  que  vi,  ambitu, 
pofttrvmo  peeonia  torbabantur.— 7aa<.  An, 

My  Lord,  DeoembCT  1, 1724. 

I  PBAR  your  lord^ip,  in  your  wonted  teal  for  the  in- 
terest of  your  coimtry,  wiU  think  this  paper  very  un- 
seasonable ;  but  I  am  very  confident  not  more  than  one 
man  of  this  kingdom  will  he  of  your  lordship*B  judg- 
ment. 

In  matters  of  law,  your  opinion  has,  from  our  fint 
acquaintance,  entirely  guided  me,  and  the  things  you 
have  assured  me  I  might  depend  upon  as  law  have  few 
of  them  escaped  my  memory,  though  I  have  had  but 
little  conversation  with  you  since  you  fiitt  appeared  in 
parliament,  and  moved  the  house  to  resolve,  that  it  is 
the  indispensable  duty  of  the  judges  of  this  kingdom  to 
go  through  their  circuits ;  nor  have  I  had  any  since 
you  fell  sick,  and  was  made  solicitor^general. 

I  have  often  heard  your  lordship  a£Bnn,  «nd  there- 
fore I  do  afSrm  it,  that  the  great  ends  for  whicii  grand 
juries  were  instituted,  were  the*  support  of  the  govern- 
ment, the  safety  of  every  man*s  life  and  fortune ;  it 
being  necessary  some  should  be  trusted  to  inquire  after 
all  disturbers  of  the  peace,  that  they  might  be  pro- 
secuted and  brought  to  condign  pimishment ;  and  it  is 
no  less  needful  for  every  man*s  quiet  and  safety,  that 
the  trust  of  such  inquisitions  should  be  put  into  Hxe 
hands  of  persons  of  imderstanding  and  integrity,  tiutt 
will  suffer  no  man  to  be  falsely  accused  or  defamed ;  nor 
the  lives  of  any  to  be  put  in  jeopardy,  by  the  malicious 
conspiracies  of  great  or  small,  or  toe  perjuries  of  any 
profligate  wretches. 

So  material  a  part  of  our  constitution  are  grand  juries, 
so  much  does  the  security  of  every  su^ect  depend 
upon  them,  that  though  anciently  the  sheriff  was,  by  ex- 
press law,  chosen  annually  by  the  people  of  the  county, 
and  tnisted  with  the  power  of  the  county,  yet  the  law 
left  not  the  election  of  grand  juries  to  the  will  of  the 
sheriff,  but  has  described  their  qualifications,  which  if 
they  have,  and  the  sheriff  return  them,  no  man,  nay  no 
judge,  can  object  to  their  being  sworn,  much  less  may 
they  to  their  serving  when  sworn ;  and  to  prevent  the 
discretionary  power  (a  new-fashioned  term)  of  these 
judges  over  juries,  you  used  to  say  was  made  the  statute 
of  the  nth  of  Henry  IV. 

Pardon  me,  my  lord,  if  I  venture  to  afSrm,  that  a 
dissolving  power  is  a  breach  of  that  law,  or  at  least  an 
evasion,  as  every  citiien  in  Dublin,  in  sir  Constantino 
Phips*  time,  perfectly  understood,  that  disapproving 
the  aldermen  lawfully  returned  to  the  privy-council, 
was  in  effect  assuming  the  power  of  choosing  and  return- 
ing. But  your  lordship  and  I  know  dissolving  and 
disapproving  are  different  terms. 

I  always  understood  from  your  lordship  the  trust 
and  power  of  grand  juries  is,  or  ought  to  be,  accounted 
amongst  the  greatest,  and  of  most  concern,  next  to  the 
legislative ;  tibe  honour,  reputations,  fortunes,  and  lives 
of  every  man  being  subject  to  their  censure.  Tlie 
kings  of  England  have  an  undoubted  power  of  dissolv- 
ing parliaments ;  but  dissolving  till  one  was  returner! 
to  their  or  their  ministers*  liking  has  never  been  thotight 
very  righteotis,  and.  Heaven  be  praised,  never  very 
successf^. 

I  am  entirely  of  your  lordship*s  opinion,  the  oath  of 
a  grand  juryman  is  not  always  lufficiently  considered 
by  the  jurors,  which  is  as  Ibllows : — 

'*  You  shall  diligently  inquire,  and  true  presentment 
make  ef  all  such  articles,  matten^  and  thinga,  as  shall 


36 


THE  DRAPIBRIS  LBTTERS. 


be  giren  you  in  ditrge ;  and  of  all  other  matten  and 
thing*  as  shall  come  to  your  own  knowledge,  touching 
this  present  service.  The  king's  counsel,  your  fellows', 
and  your  own,  you  shall  keep  secret,"  &c.  And  from 
some  other  men's  behaviour,  I  fear  oaths  an  not  always 
as  sacredly  observed  as  they  ought  to  be :  "the  king's 
counsel,  your  fellows',  and  your  own,  you  shall  keep 
secret."  Though  our  grandmothers,  my  lord,  might 
have  thought  there  was  a  dispensing  power  in  the  pope, 
you  and  I  profess  no  power  upon  earth  can  dispense 
with  this  oath  ;  so  that  to  force  a  man  to  discover  die 
counsel  he  is  sworn  to  keep,  is  to  force  him  into  direct 
pequry. 

Suppose,  upon  information  taken  before  your  lord- 
ship 01  a  rape  committed,  a  bill  of  indictment  were 
sent  to  a  grand  jury,  and  the  grand  jury  return  ignoramuM 
on  it,  application  is  made  to  the  court  to  recommend 
it  to  them  to  reconsider  it^  and  they  return  as  before 
ignoramuia.  Suppose  a  judge,  with  more  than  decent 
passion,  should  ask  them  their  reasons  (which  is  their 
counsel)  for  so  doing,  nay,  should  be  so  particular  as 
to  demand  of  them  whether  they  thought  tne  woman  a 
whore,  must  not  all  the  world  conclude  somebody  had 
forgot  the  oath  of  a  grand  juryman  ?  Yes  sure,  or  his 
own,  or  worse.  But  suppose  thev  should  ask  a  juror  a 
question  might  criminate  nimself  ?  My  lord,  you  know 
I  put  not  bare  possibilities,  it  is  generally  believed  these 
things  have  been  done  within  an  oak  of  this  town ;  and 
if  I  am  rigbdy  informed,  the  restraint  a  juror  is  mider 
by  his  oath  is  so  well  understood,  that  a  certain  person 
desired  the  derk  of  the  crown  to  change  the  form  of  it 
by  adding  tfiis  exception, — "  unless  by  leave  or  order 
of  the  court'* 

These  things,  my  lord,  would  seem  strange  in  West- 
minster-hall,  and  would  be  severely  noted  in  St.  Ste- 
phen's Chapel.  The  honour  of  the  crown  would  be 
toought  a  verv  false,  as  well  as  weak,  plea  for  such 
proceedings  there,  as  indeed  it  is  an  mfamous  one 
everywhere ;  for  'tis  a  scandal  upon  a  king,  if  he  is 
represented  in  a  court  of  justice  as  if  he  were  partially 
concerned,  or  rather  inclined  to  desire  that  a  party 
should  be  found  guilty,  than  that  he  should  be  declared 
innocent. 

The  king's  interest  and  honour  u  more  concerned  in 
6ie  protection  of  the  innocent,  than  in  the  punishment 
of  the  guilty,  as  in  all  the  immediate  actions  of  his 
majesty  we  find  that  maxim  pursued,  a  maxim  can 
never  run  a  prince  into  excesses.  We  do  not  only  find 
those  princes  represented  in  history  under  odious  cha- 
Eacters  who  have  basely  betrayed  the  innocent,  but 
such  aSyby  their  spies  and  informers,  were  too  inquisitive 
afler  the  guilty;  whereas  none  was  ever  blamed  for 
clemency,  or  for  being  too  gentle  intenveters  of  the 
law.  Though  Trajan  was  an  excellent  pnnce,  endowed 
with  all  heroical  virtues,  yet  the  most  eloquent  writers, 
and  his  best  friends,  found  nothing  more  to  be  praised 
in  his  government,  than  that,  in  his  time,  all  men  might 
think  what  they  pleased,  and  every  man  speak  what 
he  thought  This  I  say,  that  if  any  amongst  us,  by 
violent  measures,  and  a  dictatorial  behaviour,  have 
raised  jealousies  in  die  minds  €^  his  mi^jesty's  faithful 
subjects,  the  blame  may  lie  at  their  door. 

1  know  it  has  been  said  for  his  majesty's  service, 
grand  juries  may  be  forced  to  discover  their  counsels : 
but  you  will  confess  a  king  can  do  nothing  against  law, 
nor  will  any  honest  roan  judge  that  for  his  service 
which  is  not  warranted  bylaw.  If  a  constant  unin- 
terrupted usage  can  give  the  force  of  law,  then  the 
grand  jurymen  are  bound  by  law,  as  well  as  by  their 
oaths,  to  keep  their  king's,  their  fellows',  and  their  own 
counsel  secret.  Bractou  and  Britton,  in  their  several 
generations,  bear  witness  that  it  was  then  practised; 
and  greater  proof  of  it  needs  not  be  sought  than  the 
disputes  that  appear  by  the  law-books  \o  have  been 


amoogst  the  ancient  lawycn,  Whether  it  wat  treason 
or  fdony  for  a  grand  juryman  to  discover  their 
counsels  f  The  trust  of  grand  juries  was  in  those  days 
thought  so  sacred,  and  their  secrecy  of  so  great  concern 
to  the  kingdom,  that  whosoever  should  break  their 
oaths,  was  by  all  thought  worthy  to  die,  only  some 
would  have  them  suffer  as  traitors,  others  as  felons. 

If  a  king's  commands  should  come  to  the  judges  of 
a  court  of  justice  or  to  a  jury,  desiring  them  to  vary 
from  the  direction  of  the  law,  Twhich  it  is  criminal  to 
say,  and  no  man  ought  to  be  oelieved  thereto,)  they 
are  bound  by  their  oaths  not  to  regard  them.  The 
statute  of  2nd  of  Edward  III.,  8th  and  20th  Edward 
III.  1.,  are  express;  and  the  substance  of  these  and 
other  statutes  is  inserted  into  the  oaths  taken  by  every 
judge ;  and  if  they  be  under  the  most  solemn  and 
sacred  tie  in  the  execution  of  justice,  to  hold  for 
nothing  the  commands  of  the  king  under  the  great  seal, 
then  surely  political  views  and  schemes,  the  pleasure 
or  displeasure  of  a  minister,  in  the  like  case,  ought  to 
be  less  than  nothing. 

It  is  a  strange  doctrine  that  men  must  sacrifice  the 
law  to  secure  their  properties.  If  the  law  is  to  be 
fashioned  for  every  occasion,  if  grand  jur3rmen,  con- 
trary to  their  oaths,  must  discover  their  fellows'  and 
their  own  counsels,  and  betray  the  trust  die  law  ha« 
reposed  in  them;  if  they  must  subject  the  reasons  of 
their  verdicts  to  the  censure  of  the  judges,  whom  the  law 
did  never  design  to  trust  with  the  liber^,  property,  or 
good  name  of  their  feUow-subjects, — no  man  can  say 
he  has  any  security  for  his  life  or  fortune;  and  they 
who  do  not  themselves,  may,  however,  see  their  best 
friends  and  nearest  relations  suffer  the  utmost  violences 
and  oppressions. 

Which  leads  me  to  say  a  few  words  of  the  petit  jury, 
not  forgetting  Mr.  Walters.     I  am  assured  by  an  emi- 
ment  lawyer,  that  the  power  and  office  of  a  petit  jury 
is  judicial;  that  they  only  are  the  judges  from  whose 
sentence  the  indigent  are  to  expect  life  or  death.    Upon 
their  integrity  and  understanding  the  lives  of  all  that 
are  brought  in  judgment  do  ultimately  depend  ;  from 
their  verdict  thore  Ues  no  appeal,  by  finding  guilty  or 
not  guilty.    They  do  complicately  resolve  both  law  and 
fact.     As  it  hath  been  the  law,  so  it  hath  always  beea 
the  custom  and  practice  of  these  juries  (except  as  be- 
fore^ upon  all  general  issues,  pleaded  in  cases  civil  as 
well  as  criminal,  to  judge  both  of  the  law  and  fact. 
So  it  is  said  in  the  report  of  the  lord  chief-justice 
Vaughan  in  Bushell's  case,  that  these  juries  determiue 
the  law  in  all  matters,  where  issue  is  joined  and   tried, 
in  the  principal  case,  whether  the  issue  be  about  tres- 
pass or  debt,  or  decision  in  assises,  or  a  tort,  or  any 
such  like ;  unless  they  should  please  to  give  a  special 
verdict,  with  an  implicit  faith  m  the  judgment  of  the 
court  to  which  none  can  oblige  them  against  their  wills. 

It  is  certain  we  may  hope  to  see  the  trust  of  a  grsuMi 
juryman  best  discharged  when  gentlemen  of  tlie  best 
fortunes  and  understandings  attend  that  service ;  but  it 
is  as  certain  we  must  never  expect  to  see  such  meu  or 
juries,  if,  for  differing  with  a  judge  in  opinion,  when 
they  only  are  the  lawful  judges,  they  are  liable  to  he 
treated  like  villains,  like  peijurers,  and  enemies  to  their 
king  and  country;  I  say,  my  lord,  such  behaviour  to 
juries  will  make  all  gentlemen  avoid  that  duty,  and 
instead  of  men  of  interest,  of  reputation,  and  abilitiess, 
our  lives,  our  fortunes,  and  our  reputations,  must  de- 
pend upon  the  basest  and  meanest  of  the  people. 

I  know  it  is  commonly  said,  bomijydici*  <s#  an^iiar* 
Jwfitdictiontm,  But  I  take  Uiat  to  be  better  advice, 
which  was  given  by  the  lord-chancellor  Bacon  upoti 
swearing  a  judge,  That  he  would  take  care  to  contain  ihfe 
jurisdiction  of  the  court  within  the  ancient  mere-atonn^ 
without  removing  Uie  mark. 

I  intend  io  pay  my  respects  to  your  lordship  ui%rs 
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9fwrf  nMNitk  till  tiie  mattiiig  of  tlia  parliament,  wbai 
mir  betters  may  oonndar  of  thete  matten,  and  tfaerefon 
will  Dol  troabU  yoa  with  any  more  oo  thia  aabject  at 
jiiwtpt;  but  conclude,  most  heaiiily  praying,  that 
from  depending  upon  die  will  of  a  judge,  who  may 
(ie  corrupted  or  iwayed  by  bis  own  passions,  xnteresti, 
or  the  impulse  of  such  as  support  him,  and  may  ad* 
rooce  him  to  greater  htmoura,  the  God  of  mercy  and  of 
jurtice  deliver  thai  nation ! 

I  am,  my  lord,  your  lordsbip^s  most  obedient,  hum- 
ble wrrant,  N.  N. 


A  SECOND  LETTER  FROM  A  FRIEND  TO  THE  RIGHT 
HON   THE  LORD  CHIEF  JUSTICE  WH1T8HED. 

\Xi  wnael  rrcin  dfrerratam  est,  in  praeceps  pervenitor a  reeds 

IB  TttiJL,  a  vhik  In  prwm,  a  prans  in  pnecipitia.--r0/f.  Pater. 

Self  lo««  is  ib«  love  of  oneself,  and  of  everything  else  for 
o^'s  ows  sake :  it  Biakes  a  man  the  idolater  of  himself*  snd 
dke  kynakfc  of  odien. — Roehe/owettmU. 

My  Loan,  Janoarj  4. 1784-ft. 

I  THINK  the  best  serrice  men  employed  by  his  ma- 
jesty can  do  for  him  and  this  country  is  to  show  such 
prudence  and  temper  in  their  behaviours  as  may  con- 
Tinoe  erery  man  they  are  not  intrusted  with  any  power 
but  what  isneccasary,  and  will  always  be  exercised,  for 
the  advantage  and  security  of  his  majesty's  subjects. 

For  my  own  port,  I  hold  it  the  duty  of  every  man, 
though  be  has  not  the  honour  of  serving  his  majesty  in 
poUic  employment,  not  only  not  to  misrepresent  the 
actions  of  his  servants,  but,  in  matters  of  small  concern, 
to  wink  at  their  follies  and  mistakes.  I  know  the 
Jacobites  and  papists,  our  irreconcilable  enemies,  are 
too  watchful  to  lay  bold  of  every  occasion  to  misrepre- 
arot  his  majesty,  and  turn  the  faults  of  ambitious 
and  sdf-inteKSted  servants  upon  the  best  of  kings. 

I  facflff  sosne  men  say,  that  in  my  last  to  your  lord- 
i^ip,  there  appears  more  of  the  satirist  than  becomes  a 
aaa  eogagcd  merely  in  the  defence  of  liberty  and 
jwstice;  but  I  am  satisfied  I  can  with  charity  affirm 
dkey  are  either  such  as  have  no  knowledge  of  the 
several  ileps  that  have  been  taken  to  faring  this  poor 
coantry  into  ruin  and  disgrace,  or  they  are  of  the 
tmsofaer  at  tfaooe  who  have  had  a  share  in  the  actings 
and  eontrivanees  against  it ;  for,  my  lord,  he  must  rather 
be  an  inaenstble  stoic  than  an  angry  cynic,  who  can 
snevev  the  measures  of  some  men  without  horror  and 
indignation.    To  see  men  act  as  if  they  had  never 
taken  an  oath  of  fidelity  to  their  king,  whose  interest  is 
f^vpaahle  from  that  of  his  people,  but  had  sworn  to 
sapport  the  ruinoos  projects  of  abandoned  men  (of  what- 
ner  &ctiaa)y  must  rouse  the  moat  lethaigic  if  honest 


t«  who  have  always  professed  myself  a  Whig,  do  con- 
fess It  has  aainc. 

I  beg  leave,  m  this  place,  to  explain  what  I  intended 
in  my  last  by  the  weeds,  ^  unless  by  leave  or  order  of 
the  cooit,**  lot,  whilst  I  plead  for  justice,  1  should  do 


I  unosy  tn  your  lordship. 
Ido  ds 


dcdaie  I  never  heard  that  story  of  your  lord- 

1  hope  no  roan  did  believe  it  of  you.     My 

wao,  by  that  hint,  to  remember  you  of  judge 

\  and  a  certain  assiacs  held  at  Wicklow,  as  I 

yoor  kvdsfaip  undeistood  it,  and  as  I  now  de- 

e  on  Iha  world  may. 

Harany  leomed  liom  your  lordship  and  other  law- 
of  madbubled  abilities  that  no  judge  ought,  by 
or  eiicfunvcntion,  to  make  a  grand-juryman 
ldag*s  oounsds,  his  fellows',  or  hxs  own,  I 
thsnlil  not  ai  piesmt  say  anything  in  support  of  that 
posiiisn;  bnt  that  I  find  a  most  ridiculous  and  false 
iTTfiisnatisn  seeaas  to  mislead  some  men  in  that  point : 
mn  they,  by  the  void  connsel  is  onderslood  sucn  bills 
as  see  helbie  the  gnod  jury,  and  the  evidence  the  prose> 
eotaa  for  the  crown  have  to  support  the  charge  against 
tbasohjoet;  lot,  that  being  known,  the  party  indict* 


able  may  fly  fhmi  justice,  or  he  may  proenie  false 
witnesses  to  discredit  the  evidence  for  the  king,  or  he 
may,  by  bribes  and  other  indirect  measures,  take  oif 
the  witnesses  for  the  crown. 

I  confess  I  take  that  to  be  the  meaning  of  the  word 
counsel,  but  I  am  certain  that  is  not  all  that  is  meant 
by  it;  that  it  what  must  be  understood  when  it  is 
called  the  king's  counsel,  id  eat,  the  counsel  or  reasons 
for  which  the  king,  by  his  servants,  his  attorney- 
general,  or  coroner,  has  drawn  and  sent  to  the  grand 
jury  a  charge  against  a  subject. 

But  the  counsel  of  a  juror  is  a  did*erent  thing ;  it  is 
the  evidence,  the  motives,  and  reasons,  that  induce  him 
or  his  fellow-jurors  to  say  ^Ua  vsra,  or  ignarammt,  and 
the  opinion  he  or  they  happen  to  be  of  when  the  ques- 
tion IS  put  by  the  foreman  for  finding  or  not  finding : 
this  counsel  every  man  is  sworn  to  keep  secret,  that  so 
their  opinion  and  advice  may  not  be  of  prejudice  to 
them  hereafter ;  that  as  they  are  sworn  to  act  without 
favour  or  affection,  so  may  they  also  act  without  pear. 
Whereas,  were  it  otherwise,  the  spirit  of  revenge  is  so 
universal,  there  are  but  few  cases  wherein  a  juror  could 
act  with  safety  to  himself.  Either  the  prosecuted,  as 
where  the  bill  is  found,  or  the  prosecutor,  where  it  is 
returned  ft^noraems,  may  contrive  to  defame  the  jurors 
who  differ  from  them  in  opinion,  as  I  am  told  has 
happened  to  some  very  honest  citixens  who  are  repre- 
sented to  be  Jacobites  since  their  opinions  were  known 
to  be  against  *  *  *.  And  sometimes  revenge  or  ambi- 
tion may  prompt  men  to  carry  it  farther,  as  in  the  case 
of  Mr.  Wilmer,  who,  in  king  Charles  II/s  time,  was 
very  severely  handled  for  being  one  of  the  ignoranua 
jury.  It  is  not  necessary  to  say  whom  he  disobliged  by 
being  so.     But,  if  I  remember  right,  his  case  was  this : — 

He  was  a  merchant  (and,  as  I  said,  an  ignoramtet 

i'urynuui),  had  covenanted  with  a  servant  boy  to  serve 
lim  in  the  West  Indies,  and  accordingly  sent  him  be- 
yond sea.  Upon  suggestion  and  affidavit,  by  which 
any  person  might  have  it,  a  writ  de  komine  rtpkgiando 
was  granted  against  Mr.  Wilmer;  the  sheriffs  would 
have  returned  on  the  writ  the  i^freement  and  the  boy's 
consent,  but  the  court,  (in  the  case  of  this  Wilmer,) 
Easter,  34,  cha.  ii.  in  B.  R.  ruled  they  must  return 
replemari  jftcmuiM,  or  tkmganiiy  that  is,  they  bad  re- 
plevied the  boy,  or  that  Wilmer  had  carried  him  away 
where  they  could  not  find  him  ;  in  whidi  last  case, 
Mr.  Wilmer,  though  an  innocent  penon,  must  have 
gone  to  gaol  until  be  brought  the  b<^  into  court,  or  he 
must  have  been  outlawed.*---Shower  s  Rep.  2&d  Part. 

I  do  not  say  this^  that  I  think  the  same  thing  will  be 
practised  again,  or  anything  like  it,  though  I  know  that 
very  homely  proverb.  More  ways  of  killing  a  dog  than 
hangti^  him.  But  I  instance  it  to  show  tlie  counsels 
of  every  grand  juryman  should  be  kept  secret,  that  he 
may  act  fteely,  and  widiout  apprehensions  of  resent- 
ment from  the  prosecuted  or  prosecutor. 

My  resolution,  when  I  wrote  to  you  last,  was  not  to 
have  said  anything  in  this  concerning  the  powers  of  dis- 
solving or  dispensing;  but  as  I  have  been  forced  to  say 
sometlung  of  the  dispensing,  for  &e  same  reason  I  must 
of  the  dissolving,  power— a  power  undoubtedly  in  effeot 
including  that  of  returning,  which  makes  me  wish  two 
men  of  great  interest  in  this  kingdom,  diflGering  in  every 
other  ^ing,  had  not  undertaken  to  defend  it,  ot  they 
had  better  reasons  for  it  than  I  have  yet  heard. 

'Tis  said,  '<  this  power  is  in  the  court,  as  a  right  of  re- 
sistance is  in  the  people,  as  the  people  have  a  power  su- 
perior to  the  prerogative  of  the  prince,  though  no  writ- 
ten or  express  law  for  it ;  so  of  necessity,  though  no 
statute  directs  it,  and  it  may  seem  to  overtum  the  great- 
est security  men  have  for  their  liberties,  yet  the  court 
has  a  power  of  dissolving  grand  juries,  if  they  refuse  to 
find  or  present  as  the  court  shall  direct" 

Pray  let  us  eonsidct  how  well  this  concludes. 
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llie  people  may  do  anything  in  defence  of  their  Iiycs, 
their  religioHf  and  libertiei,  and  consequently  resittance 
i«  lawful;  therefore  an  inferior  court,  a  bene  placito 
judge  may.     Monstrous  absurdity ! 

Another,  I  am  sorry  I  cannot  say  more  modest,  argu- 
ment to  support  it  is  Uiis : — 

"  Considering/'  say  they,  "  grand  juries,  it  is  but 
reasonable  'a  discretionary  power  of  dissolving  them 
should  be  lodged  in  the  judges/' 

By  the  words  "  considering  grand  juries  **  I  must 
understand  considering  their  understanding,  their 
fortunes,  or  their  integrity ;  for  from  a  want  of  one  or 
more  of  those  qualifications  must  arise  the  reason  of 
such  a  discretionary  power  in  the  judges. 

Though  I  shall  not  urge  it  as  far  as  I  could,  I  will 
venture  to  say  the  argument  is  at  least  as  strong  the 
other  way— considering  the  judges. 

First,  as  to  their  understandings,  it  must  be  confessed 
the  benches  are  infinitely  superior  to  the  lower  profes- 
sors of  the  law;  yet  surely  it  cannot  give  offence  to  say 
the  gentlemen  of  the  several  counties  have  understand- 
ings suflScient  to  discharge  the  duty  of  grand  jurymen. 
If  want  of  fortune  be  an  objection  to  grand  jurymen,  a 
pari  ralione  it  is  an  objection  to  some  other  men.  Be- 
sides that  the  fact  is  not  true ;  for  in  their  circuits  no 
judge  goes  into  any  county  where  he  does  not  meet  at 
least  a  dozen  gentlemen  returned  upon  every  grand 
fury,  every  one  of  whom  have  better  estates  than  he 
himself  has,  and  these  not  during  pleasure ;  which  last 
consideration  saves  me  the  trouble  of  showing  the 
weakness  of  the  objection  in  the  third  qualification. 

Ay.  But  it  was  a  necessary  expedient  to  keep  out 
Wood  8  brass. 

Are  the  properties  of  the  commons  of  this  kingdom 
better  secured  by  the  knight-errantry  of  that  day  f  In 
the  name  of  common  sense,  what  are  we  to  believe  t 
Has  the  undaunted  spirit,  the  tremendous  voice  of*.*  * 
frightened  Wood  and  his  accomplices  from  any  further 
attempts  t  Or  rather  has  not  the  ready  compliance  of 
*  *  *  encouraged  them  to  further  trials?  Tne  officers 
and  attendants  of  his  court  may  tremble  when  he  frowns ; 
but  who  else  regards  it  more  than  they  do  one  of  Wood's 
farthings? 

"  There  is  no  comparison,**  says  another, ''  between 
the  affair  of  sir  W.  Scroggs  and  this  of  ♦  *  ♦.  Sir  W. 
discharged  a  grand  jury  because  they  were  about  to 
present  the  duke  of  York  for  being  a  papist,  but  *  *  * 
dischaiiged  the  grand  jury  for  not  presenting  a  paper  he 
recommended  to  them  to  present  as  scandalous  (and 
in  which  I  say  he  was  a  party  reflected  on}.** 

I  agree  there  is  a  mignty  difference,  but  whom  does 
it  make  for  f 

A  grand  jury  of  a  hundred  (part  of  a  county)  takes 
upon  them  to  present  a  no  less  considerable  person  than 
m  king's  brother  and  heir  presumptive  of  the  crown  ; 
the  chief-justice  thinks  this  a  matter  of  too  much 
moment  for  men  of  such  d^ree  to  meddle  in,  but  a 
matter  morn  proper  for  the  consideraticHi  of  wliament. 
I  would  not  be  understood  to  condemn  tne  jury ;  I 
think  they  acted  as  became  honest  Englishmen  and 
lovers  of  their  country ;  but  I  say  if  judges  could  in 
any  case  be  allowed  to  poceed  by  rules  of  policy, 
surely  here  was  a  sufBcient  excuse.  However  the 
commons  impeached  him. 

The  determinations  of  ignorant  or  wicked  judges,  as 
they  are  precedents  of  little  weight,  so  they  are  but  of 
little  danger,  and  therefore  it  will  become  the  commons 
at  all  times  to  animadvert  most  carefully  upon  the 
actions  of  the  most  knowing  men  in  that  profession. 

I  say,  my  lord,  at  all  times,  because  I  hear  former 

merit  is  pleaded  to  screen  this  action  from  any  inquiry. 

I  am  sensible  much  is  due  to  the  man  who  has  always 

preferred  the  public  interests  to  his  private  advantages, 

as  *  *  *  has  done.    When  a  man  has  signaUxed  him- 


self, when  he  has  soflfered  for  that  principle,  hedeseivei 
universal  respect  Yet  men  should  act  agreeably  to 
the  motive  of  that  respect,  and  not  ruin  the  liberty  of 
their  country  to  show  their  gratitude;  and  so,  my  loni, 
where  a  men  has  the  least  pretence  to  that  character,  I 
think  *tis  best  to  pass  met  small  offences,  but  never 
such  as  will  entail  danger  and  dishonour  upon  us  aiid 
oarposterity. 

The  Romans,  my  lord,  when  a  question  was  in  the 
senate  whether  they  should  ransom  fifWn  thoasand 
citiaens  who  had  merited  much  by  their  former  victo* 
ries,  but  losing  one  battle  were  taken  prisoners,  weie 
determined  by  the  advices  of  that  noble  Roman  Atti- 
lius  Regulttt  not  to  redeem  them,  as  men  unworthy 
their  further  care,  though  probably  it  was  their  mi^ 
fortunes  not  their  faults  lost  that  day :— 

Flagitio  additia 

Damnum :  neque  amiMot  oolorei 
Lsna  refert  me<<icata  ftioo: 

He  thought  they  were  not  worthy  to  be  trusted  again. 
To  show  them  pity,  in  his  mind  would  betray  the  Ro- 
mans to  perpetind  danger:  Et  exemplo  traheuti 

^emiciem  veniens  in  Bvum ; 
8i  mm  periret  immiaenbUia 
Captiva  pubca. 

I  hear  some  precedents  have  been  lately  found  o«t 
to  justify  that  memorable  action ;  but  if  precedents 
must  control  reason  and  justice,  if  a  man  nuty  swear 
he  will  keep  his  counsels  secret,  and  yet  by  precedents 
may  be  forced  to  divulge  them,  I  would  advise  gentle* 
men  very  seriously  to  consider  tlie  danger  we  are  in, 
and  examine  what  precedents  there  are  on  each  side 
of  the  question ;  for  my  part,  I  think  the  commons  of 
England  are  not  a  worse  precedent  than  die  judges  oi 
England. 

Besides,  it  most  be  remembered  that  precedents  in 
some  cases  will  not  excuse  a  judge,  even  where  they  are 
according  to  the  undoubted  law  of  the  land.  As,  for 
instance,  suppose  a  man  says  what  is  tnie  not  knovinf 
it  to  be  true,  though  it  be  logically  a  truth  as  it  is  dis- 
tinguished, yet  it  is  morally  false ;  and  so  suppose  a 
judge  gave  judgment  according  to  law,  not  knowing  it 
to  be  so,  as  if  he  did  not  know  the  reason  of  it  at  that 
time,  but  bethought  himself  of  a  reason  or  precedent 
for  it  afterwards,  though  the  judgment  be  legal  and 
according  to  precedent,  3ret  the  pronouncing  of  it  is 
unjust,  and  tne  judge  shall  be  condemned  in  the 
opinions  of  all  men ;  as  happened  to  the  lord  chief- 
justice  Popham,  a  person  of  great  learning  and  parts, 
who  upon  the  trial  of  sir  Walter  Raleigh,  when  sir 
Walter  objected  to  reading  or  giving  in  evidence  lord 
Cobham*s  affidavit  taken  in  his  absence  without  pro- 
ducing the  lord  fiice  to  face,  the  lord  being  then  forth- 
coming, the  chief-justice  overruled  the  objection  and 
was  of  opinion  it  should  be  given  in  evidence  against 
sir  Walter;  and  summing  up  the  evidence  to  the  jury, 
the  chief-justice  said,  just  then  it  came  into  his  mind 
why  the  accuser  should  not  come  Ikce  to  face  to  the 
prisoner,  because,  &e.  Now  if  any  judge  has  siiKe 
found  precedents,  or  has  since  picked  up  the  opinion  of 
lawyers,  I  fear  he  will  come  within  the  case  I  have  put. 

1  foresee  if  ever  this  question  happens  to  be  debated 
you  know  where,  gentlemen  will  be  divided,  some  wiU 
be  desirous  to  do  their  country  justice,  and  l!ree  us  from 
all  future  danger  of  this  kind ;  others,  upon  motives  not 
quite  so  laudable,  will  strive  to  screen ;  and  with  others 
private  friendship  will  prevail.  But  I  would  recom- 
mend to  your  friends  who  really  love  their  country  to 
consider  the  several  circumstancca  coociifring  in  your 
lordship  which  probably  may  not  in  your  succ«wior. 
Let  them  suppose  a  person  were  to  fill  your  place,  from 
whose  maiiir<^  ignorance  in  tiie  law  we  may  reason- 
ably conclude  bis  only  merit   it  aa  inveterBcy  and 
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bativd  to  thia  coautry;  I  bblj,  bow  conld  your  best 
fnendtexcoK  themitWes,  if,  in  regiard  to  your  lordahip, 
tbej  ihoold  flulicr  such  a  pf^oedent  to  be  handed  down 
to  iocb  a  man  unobeerred  or  uncenmred  t 

Imtmii  0iiam  ^emaUo§  if^ttHx  luquiiia.  Ambitious 
men  hare  not  always  been  deterred  by  the  unhappy 
late  of  tfaeir  predecessors.  Quid  ai^fionai  vigeatquef 
But  what  lengths  will  they  run  if  injustice  and  corrup- 
tioB  iiiall  ride  triumphant? 

Had  somebody  received  a  reprimand  upon  his  knees 
in  a  proper  place,  for  treating  a  printer  s  jury  like  men 
euoricted  of  perjury,  farcing  them  to  find  a  special  Ter<* 
diet,  I  daie  to  my  he  had  not  been  quite  so  hardy  as  to 
hare  discharged  the  grand  jury,  or  treated  them  in  the 
"*«""**'  be  did  because  they  had  not  an  implicit  faith 
in  the  ooort ;  nor  had  he  dared  not  to  receive  a  pre- 
sentment made  by  the  second  grand  jury  against 
Wood's  farthings  upon  pretence  it  was  informed, 
which  I  mention  because  the  worthy  Drapier  has  mis- 
taken the  fiscL 

Some  (ft  your  lordship^s  screens,  I  hear,  advise  you  to 
show  great  humility  and  contrition  for  what  is  past,  as 
the  only  nocans  to  appease  the  just  indignation  all  sorts 
of  men  have  conceived  against  you.  Were  I  well 
seemed  you  will  not  recommend  this  letter  to  the  next 
grand  jury  to  be  presented,  I  could  give  you  more  sea- 
sooafale  adviee ;  but,  happen  as  it  may,  I  will  venture 
to  gire  you  a  little. 

Fawning  and  cajoling  will  have  but  litde  effect  on 
thi«e  who  have  had  the  honour  of  your  acquaintance 
these  tm  ycatts  past;  for  Caligula,  who  used  to  hide  his 
bead  if  he  heard  the  thunder,  would  piss  upon  the 
lUtues  of  the  gocb  when  he  thought  the  danger  over. 

A  better  expedient  is  this, — tell  men  the  Drapier  is 
a  Tory  and  a  Jacobite.  That  he  writ  the  conduct  of  the 
•Allies.  That  he  writ  not  his  letter  with  a  design  to 
keep  out  Wood's  halfpence^  but  to  bring  in  the  pre- 
t«ti<icr;  pecsuade  them,  if  you  can,  the  dispute  is  no 
longer  sibottt  the  power  of  judges  over  juries,  nor  how 
much  the  liberty  of  the  subject  is  endangered  by 
dlmulving  them  at  pleasure,  but  that  it  is  now 
bccona  mere  Whig  and  Tory,  a  dispute  between 
hts  majesty's  friendJi  and  the  Jacobites ;  and  it  were 
beocr  to  see  a  thousand  grand  juries  discharged  than 
the  Tories  carry  a  question,  though  in  the  right  Htfc 
fr%  Umiait  puMica  txcepi,  kunc  oculum  pro 
impmdi,  Tky  this  cant,  pin  a  cloth  over  your 
look  very  dismal,  and  cry  **  I  was  turned  out  of 
employment  when  the  Drapier  was  rewarded  with  a 
d  •  •  *  y.**  I  aay,  my  lord,  if  you  can  once  bring 
natters  thus  to  bear,  I  have  not  the  least  doubt  you 
may  escape  without  censure. 

To  yirar  lordship's  seal  and  industry  without  doubt 
■•  owing  that  the  papists  and  the  Tories  have  not  de- 
liveted  thia  kingdom  over  to  the  pretender ;  so  Caesar 
rttiqacrfd  Pompey,  that  Ltgym  attctor  «t  everaor,  and 
it  MM  but  joat  me  liberty  and  laws  of  Rome  should 
aiWvazda  depend  upon  his  will  and  pleasure.  The 
Dn^iicr  in  Ins  letter  to  lord  Molesworth  has  made  a  fair 
n&c ;  secore  his  country  from  Wood  s  coinage,  then 
•=makmii  all  he  has  writ  and  said  as  false  and  scan- 
tULnis;  when  yonr  lordship  does  as  much,  I  must 
it  will  be  somewhat  difficult  to  discover  the 


uapoatdr. 

Tbns  to  keep  my  word  with  your  lordship,  I  have, 
npjch  againat  my  inclinations,  written  this,  which  shall 
>«  Bij  laat  npon  the  ungrateful  subject.  If  I  have 
Vnnuc,  aadi  find  a  safe  opportunity  of  giving  it  to  the 
fTtaiR,  my  next  shall  explain  what  has  long  duped  the 
tT%m  Vlap  ot  ihia  kingdom.  I  mean  honesty  in  the 
wtristoftiaMa. 

Thaogh  four  lordabip  object  to  my  last,  that  what  I 
wraie  was  taken  out  of  lord  Coke,  lord  Sommers,  sir 
Willian  Joool  or  the  writings  of  some  other  great 


men,  yet  I  will  venture  to  end  this  with  the  senti- 
ments of  Philip  de  Comines,  upon  some  thorogoing 
courtiers. 

"  If  a  sixpenny  tax  is  to  be  raised,  they  cry  by  all 
means  it  ought  to  be  double.  If  the  prince  is  offended 
with  any  man,  they  are  directly  for  hanging  him.  In 
other  instances  they  maintain  the  same  character. 
Above  all  things,  they  advise  their  king  to  make  him- 
self terrible  as  they  themselves  are  proud,  fierce,  and 
overbearing,  in  hopes  to  be  dreaded  by  that  means,  as  if 
authority  and  place  were  their  inheritance." 

I  am,  my  lord,  your  lordship's  most  obedient  and 
most  humble  servant,  N.  N. 

THE  PRESENTMENT  OF  THE 
GRAND  JURY 

OF  THB  CX)UNTY  OP  THE  CITY  OF  DUBLIN. 

CTax  discharge  of  the  grand  jury  prodooed  no  change  upon 

popular  opinion.] 

Whereas  several  great  quantities  of  base  metal  coined, 
commonly  called  fVoMM  halfyenoe^  have  been  brought 
into  the  port  of  Dublin  and  lodged  in  several  houses 
of  this  city,  with  an  intention  to  make  them  pass  clan- 
destinely among  his  majesty *s  subjects  of  this  king- 
dom, notwithstanding  the  addresses  of  both  houses  of 
parliament  and  the  privy-council,  and  the  declara- 
tions of  most  of  the  corporations  of  this  citv  against 
the  said  coin:  And  whereas  his  majesty  has  been 
graciously  pleased  to  leave  his  loyal  subjects  of  this 
kingdom  at  liberty  to  take  or  refuse  the  said  halfpence : 
We,  the  grand  jury  of  the  county  of  the  city  of 
Dublin,  this  Michaelmas  term,  1724,  having  entirely 
at  heart  his  majesty's  interest  and  the  welfare  of  our 
country,  and  being  thoroughly  sensible  of  the  great 
discouragements  which  trade  hath  suffered  by  the  ap- 
prehensions of  the  said  coin,  whereof  we  have  already 
felt  the  dismal  effects ;  and  that  the  currency  thereof 
will  inevitably  tend  to  the  great  diminution  of  his 
majesty's  revenue,  and  the  ruin  of  us  and  our  posterity, 
do  present  all  such  persons  as  have  attempted  or  shall 
endeavour  by  fraud,  or  otherwise,  to  impose  the  said 
halfpence  upon  us  contrary  to  his  majesty's  most  gra- 
cious intentions,  as  enemies  to  his  majesty's  govern- 
ment and  to  the  safety,  peace,  and  welfare  of  all  his 
majesty's  subjects  of  this  kingdom ;  whose  affections 
have  been  so  eminently  distinguished  by  their  zeal 
to  his  illustrious  family  before  his  happy  accession  to 
the  throne,  and  by  their  continued  loyalty  ever  since. 

As  we  do,  with  all  just  gratitude,  acknowledge  the 
services  of  all  such  patriots  as  have  been  eminently  sea- 
lous  for  the  interest  ot  his  majesty  and  this  coimby,  in 
detecting  the  fraudulent  imposition  of  the  said  Wood, 
and  preventing  the  passing  of  his  base  coin ;  so  we  do, 
at  the  same  time,  declare  our  abhorrence  and  detesta- 
tion of  all  reflections  on  his  majesty  and  his  govern- 
ment; and  that  we  are  ready,  with  our  lives  and  for- 
tunes, to  defend  his  most  sacred  majesty  against  tlie 
pretender,  and  all  his  majesty's  open  and  secret  enemies, 
t>oth  at  home  and  abroad. 

Given  under  our  hands  at  the  Grand  Jury 
chamber,  this  28th  of  November,  1724. 
George  Forbes,  David  Tew, 

WiUiam  Empson,  Thomas  How, 

Nathaniel  Pearson,  John  Jones, 

Joseph  Nuttal,  James  Brown, 

William  Aston,  Charles  Lyndon, 

Steam  Tighe,  Jerom  Bredin, 

Richard  Walker,  John  Sican, 

Edmond  French,  Anthony  Bruiiton, 

John  Vereilles,  Thomas  Gaven, 

Philip  Pearson,  Daniel  Klwood, 

Thomas  Robins,  John  Brunet. 

Richard  Dawson, 
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LETTER  THE  FIFTH. 


TOTBB  &iaBT  ROHOnSABLX 

THE  LORD  VISCOUNT  MOLESWORTH. 

Robert  Molwworth.  cieatcd  br  Oeari^e  I.  ^looant  Moles- 
worth  of  Sworda  in  1716,  incurred  the  resentment  of  lordOx- 
foM't  adxniniatration  in  1713,  for  au  alleged  aflFh>nt  to  the  clergy 
of  Ireland. 

"  They  eompaaaed  me  about  alao  with  words  of  deceit,  and 

fought  against  me  without  a  cause. 
"  For  my  love  they  are  my  adveriiaries ;  bat  I  give  myself  unto 

prayer. 
"  And  they  have  rewarded  me  evil  for  good,  and  hatred  for  my 
love." — Pnlm  cix.  3,  4,  5. 
Seek  not  to  be  judge,  being  not  able  to  take  away  iniquity ; 
lest  at  any  time  thou  fear  the  perma  of  the  mighty*  and  lay 
a  stumbling-block  in  the  way  uf  thy  uprightness. 
OfTend  not  againit  the  multituae  of  a  city,  aud  then  thou  shalt 

cast  not  thyself  down  among  the  ]^pie. 
Bind  not  one  sin  upoa  another,  for  in  one  thou  shalt  not  be 
unpunished.*' — Eoel.  vii.6,  7.  8. 

Noa  iam  prima  peto  Mne«thens,  neque  vincere  certo : 
Qiianquam  0 1  sed  supereut,  quibus  hoe,  Neptune.  dedisU." 


(« 
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DIRECTIONS  TO  THE  PRINTER. 

From  my  Shop  in  St.  Fiancb*  Street, 
Ms.  HabdING,  Dec.  24, 1784. 

When  I  tent  you  my  fonner  pape^^  I  cannot  say  I 
intended  you  either  good  or  hurt :  and  yet  you  have 
happened,  through  my  means,  to  receive  both.  I  pray 
God  deliver  you  from  any  more  of  the  latter,  and  in- 
crease the  fonner.  Your  trade,  particularly  in  this 
kingdom,  is,  of  all  others,  the  most  unfortunately  cir* 
cumstantiated ;  for  as  you  deal  in  the  most  worthless 
kind  of  trash,  the  penny  productions  of  pennyless  scrib- 
blers, so  you  often  venture  your  liberty,  and  sometimes 
your  lives,  for  the  purchase  of  half-a-crovm;  and,  by 
your  own  ignorance  are  punished  for  other  men  s 
actions. 

I  am  afraid  you,  in  particular,  think  you  have  rea- 
son to  complain  of  me,  for  yotir  own  and  your  wife's 
confinement  in  prison,  to  your  great  expense  as  well  as 
hardship,  and  for  a  prosecution  still  impending.  But 
I  will  tell  you,  Mr.  Harding,  how  that  matter  stands. 

Since  the  preai  has  lain  under  so  strict  an  inspection, 
those  who  have  a  mind  to  inform  the  world  are  become 
so  cautious,  as  to  keep  themselves,  if  possible,  out  of  the 
way  of  danger.  My  custom  therefore  is,  to  dictate  to 
a  'prentice,  who  can  write  in  a  feigned  hand,  and  what 
is  written  we  send  to  your  house  by  a  blackguard  boy.** 
But  at  the  same  time  I  do  assure  you,  upon  my  repu- 
tation, that  I  never  did  send  you  anything  for  whicn  I 
thought  you  could  possibly  be  called  to  an  account ; 
and  you  will  be  my  witness,  that  I  always  desired  you, 
by  letter,  to  take  some  good  advice  before  you  ventured 
to  print, — because  I  knew  the  dexterity  of  dealers  in 
the  law  at  finding  out  something  to  fasten  on,  where  no 
evil  is  meant.  I  am  told,  indeed,  that  you  did  accor- 
dingly consult  several  very  able  persons,  and  even  some 
who  afterwards  appeared  against  you :  to  which  I  can 
only  answer,  that  you  must  either  change  your  advisers, 
or  determine  to  print  nothing  that  comes  from  a  Dra- 
pier. 

I  desire  you  will  send  die  enclosed  letter,  directed 
"  To  my  loid  viscount  Molesworth,  at  his  house  at 
Brackdenstown,  near  Swords  f'  but  I  would  have  it 
sent  minted,  for  the  convenience  of  his  lordship's  read- 
ing, because  this  counterfeit  hand  of  my  apprentice  is 
not  very  legible.  And,  if  you  think  fit  to  publish  it,  I 
would  have  you  first  get  it  read  over  by  some  notable 
lawyer,    i  am  assured,  you  will  find  enough  of  them 

*  T  seek  not  now  the  foremost  palm  to  gsin ; 
Though  yel— but,  ah  I  that  haughty  wish  I 
Lii  those  enjoy  it  wliom  the  gods  ordain. 

Davpiii. 
^  His  butler  acted  ss  amanuensis. 


who  are  friends  to  the  Drapier,  and  will  do  it  wiUiout  a 
fee ;  which,  I  am  afraid,  you  can  ill  afford  ailer  all 
your  expeiises.  For  although  I  liave  taken  so  much 
care,  that  I  think  it  impossible  to  find  a  topic  out  o< 
the  following  papers  for  sending  you  again  to  priwn, 
yet  I  will  not  venture  to  be  your  guarantee. 

This  ensuing  letter  contains  only  a  short  account  of 
myself,  and  an  humble  apology  for  my  former  pam- 
phlets, especially  the  last, — with  little  mention  of  Mr. 
Wood  or  his  halfpence,  because  I  have  already  nid 
enough  upon  that  subject,  until  occasion  shall  be  given 
for  new  fears ;  and,  in  that  case,  you  may  perhaps  bear 
from  me  again. 

I  am  your  friend  and  servant,  M.  B. 

P.S. — For  want  of  intercourse  between  you  and  mt, 
which  I  never  will  sufler,  your  people  are  apt  to  make 
very  gross  errors  in  the  press,  whicn  I  desire  you  will 
provide  against. 


TO  THE  BIOHT  HONOCBABLB 

THE  LORD  VISCOUNT   MOLESWORTH, 
At  his  honse  at  Brackdenstown,  near  Swoids. 

From  my  Shop  in  St.  Francis*  Street 
My  Lord,  Dk.  u.  m*. 

I  REFLECT  too  late  on  the  maxim  of  common  observer^ 
**  that  those  who  meddle  in  matters  out  of  their  call- 
ing will  have  reason  to  repent;'^  which  is  now  ven6e(l 
in  me,  for  by  engaging  in  the  trade  of  a  writer,  I  hare 
drawn  upon  myself  the  displeasure  of  the  government 
signified  by  a  proclamation,  promising  a  reward  of  300/. 
to  the  first  faithful  subject  who  shaU  be  able  and  in- 
clined to  inform  against  me ;  to  which  I  may  add  the 
laudable  zeal  and  industry  of  my  lord  chief-justice 
Whitshed,  in  his  endeavours  to  discover  so  dangerous  a 
person.  Therefore,  whether  I  repent  or  not,  I  have  oe^ 
tainly  cause  to  do  so ;  and  the  common  obiervatioa 
still  stands  good. 

It  will  sometimes  happen,  I  know  not  how,  in  the 
course  of  human  affairs,  that  a  man  shall  be  made  liable 
to  legal  animadversion  where  he  has  nothing  to  answer 
for,  either  to  God  or  his  country,  and  cajdemned  a 
Westminster-hall  for  what  he  will  never  be  charged 
with  at  the  day  of  judgment. 

Afiet  strictly  examining  my  own  heart,  and  consult* 
ing  some  divines  of  great  reputation,  I  cannot  accuie 
myself  of  any  malice  or  wickedness  against  the  public, 
—if  any  designs  to  sow  sedition, — of  reflecting  w  the 
king  and  his  ministers, — or  of  endeavouring  to  alienate 
the  aflfectionB  of  the  people  of  this  kingdom  from  thoK 
of  England.*  All  1  can  charge  myself  with  is,  a  weak 
attempt  to  serve  a  ruition  in  danger  of  destruction  by 
a  most  wicked  and  malicious  projector,  without  waiting 
until  I  were  called  to  its  assistance ;  which  attempt, 
however  it  may  perhaps  give  me  the  title  of  pragma- 
ticai  and  oventeening^  will  never  lie  a  burden  upon  my 
conscience.  God  knows  whether  I  may  not,  with  aU 
my  caution,  have  already  run  myself  into  a  »eco«» 
danger  by  offering  thus  much  in  my  own  vindication; 
for  I  have  heard  of  a  judge  who,  upon  the  criminal  a  ap* 
peal  to  the  dreadful  day  of  judgment,  told  hirn  be  had 
mcurred  apremam«rv,  for  appealing  to  a  foreign  juriwie- 
tion;  and  of  another  in  Wales,  who  severely  checks 
the  prisoner  for  offering  the  same  plea,  taxing  him  vi^" 
*<  reflecting  on  the  court  by  such  a  compariaon,  be* 
cause  comparisons  were  odious." 

But  in  order  to  make  some  excuse  for  being  ^'^ 
speculative  than  others  of  my  condition,  I  desire  your 
lordship*s  pardon  while  I  am  doing  a  very  fooliab  thing! 
which  is  to  give  you  some  little  account  of  myself. 

I  was  bred  at  a  free-school,  where  I  acquired  aow* 
little  knowledge  in  the  Latin  tongue.    I  served  m^ap' 
*  Articles  mentioned  in  the  indktment  aad  psoelamatkn. 
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in  LoodoD,  and  there  let  up  for  myself 
with  good  loocai;  until,  by  die  death  of  some  friends 
and  the  miafortiinei  of  others,  I  returned  into  this  king- 
dom and  began  to  employ  my  thoughts  in  cultirating 
the  woollen  mAnuiacture  through  all  iU  branches,  where- 
in  I  met  with  great  discouzagement  and  powerful  oppo- 
sen,  who«  ohgections  appeared  to  be  very  strange  and 
f  bgolar.  They  argued  **  tiuU  the  people  of  England 
would  be  oflended  if  our  manufactures  were  brought  to 
equal  tfaeiis;'*  and  even  some  of  the  weaving  trade  were 
my  enrmif,  which  I  could  not  but  look  upon  as  ab- 
tmrd  and  unnatural.  I  remember  your  lordship  at 
ihat  time  did  nae  the  honour  to  come  into  my  mop, 
where  I  showed  you  a  piece  of  black  and  white  stuff 
just  sent  ftom  tiie  dyer,*  which  you  were  pleased  to 
approve  of  and  be  my  customer  for. 

However  I  was  so  mortified,  that  I  resolved  for  the 
future  to  ait  quietly  in  my  shop,  and  deal  in  common 
goads  like  the  rest  of  my  brethren ;  until  it  happened 
some  months  ago,  considmng  with  myself  that  the  lower 
and  poorer  sort  of  people  wanted  a  plain  strong  coane 
ituttf  to  dttead  them  against  cold  easterly  winds,  which 
then  biew  very  fierce  and  blasting  for  a  long  time  to- 
gether. I  contrived  one^  on  purpose,  which  sold  very  well 
all  over  the  kingdom,  ana  preserved  many  thousands 
from  aguca.  I  then  made  a  second  and  a  third  kind  of 
>nifliic  for  the  gentry,  with  the  same  success ;  insomuch 
that  an  ague  haa  hardly  been  heard  of  for  some  time. 

This  incited  me  so  tar  that  I  ventured  upon  a  fourth 
piece,**  made  of  the  best  Irish  wool  I  could  get ;  and 
i  thought  it  grave  and  rich  enough  to  be  worn  by  the 
best  lord  or  judge  of  the  land.  But  of  late  some  great 
iaXkM  complain,  as  I  hear,  *'  that  when  they  had  it  on 
thry  felt  a  shuddering  in  their  limbs,'* — ^and  have 
dinwn  it  off  pn  a  rage,  cursing  to  hell  the  poor  drapier 
vfao  invented  it;  so  that  I  am  determined  never  to 
work  for  peraons  of  quality  again,  except  for  your  lord- 
•hip  and  a  very  few  more. 

I  assure  your  lordship,  upon  the  word  of  an  honest 
citiim,  that  I  am  not  richer  bv  die  value  of  one  of  Mr. 
Wood's  halfpence,  with  the  sale  of  all  the  several  stuffs 
I  \iMt  contrived,  for  I  give  the  whole  profit  to  the 
dyiTi  and  ptessers  [printers]  ;  and  therefore  I  hope  you 
»Ul  please  to  believe,  that  no  other  motive  beside  the 
lore  of  my  country  could  engage  me  to  busy  my  head 
and  hands  to  the  loss  of  my  time,  and  the  gain  of 
nothing  but  vexation  and  ill-will. 

I  have  now  in  hand  one  piece  of  stuff,  to  be  woven 
on  parnose  for  your  lordship;  although  I  might  be 
aihsmcd  tn  offer  it  to  you  idler  I  have  confessed,  that 
it  will  be  made  only  from  the  shreds  and  remnants  of 
the  wool  employed  in  the  former.  However  I  shall 
wifk  it  op  aa  well  as  I  can ;  and  at  worst  you  need 
uiily  give  it  among  your  tenants. 

I  am  very  aensible  how  ill  your  lord^ip  is  likely  to 
lie  entertained  with  the  nedautry  of  a  urapier,  in  the 
tcmu  of  lua  own  trade.  How  will  the  matter  be  mend- 
fd,  when  yoa  find  me  entering  again,  although  very 
iparingly,  into  an  affair  of  state;  for  such  is  now 
^'mn  the  controversy  with  Mr.  Wood,  if  some  great 
Uwyers  are  to  be  credited.  And  as  it  often  happens 
af  play  that  men  begin  with  farthings,  and  go  oti  to 
^l*U  till  some  of  them  lose  their  estates  and  die  in 
JAJi :  BO  it  may  possibly  fall  out  in  my  case,  that  by 
i-lAjiag  too  long  with  Mr.  Wood's  halfpence  I  may 
U  diawn  in  to  pay  a  fine  double  to  the  reward  fur  hi- 
trAying  me,  be  sent  to  prison,  and  not  be  delivered 
'brace  until  I  shall  have  paid  the  uttermost  farthing. 

TVertp  are,  my  lord,  three  sorts  of  persons  with  whom 
I  am  resolved  never  to  dispute,  a  highwayman  with  a 

*  Tim  IHufussI  far  Ibc  aalvflrMl  Ute  of  Irish  Msuoftu^tures. 

^  1W  Drsfifer  s  Ant  leMv. 

«  TV  Meaodstti  third  letters. 

'  1^  fiyvnli  Ivtivr,  agsf nst  whieli  th«  proolamation  wii»  imued. 


pistol  at  my  breast;  a  troop  of  dragoons  who  come  to 
plunder  my  bouse,  and  a  man  of  the  law  who  can  maice 
a  merit  of  accusing  me.  In  each  of  these  cases,  which 
are  almost  the  same,  the  best  method  is  to  keep  out  of 
the  way ;  and  the  next  best  is  to  deliver  your  money, 
surrender  your  house,  and  confess  nothing. 

I  am  told  that  the  two  points  in  my  last  letter,  from 
which  an  occasion  of  offence  has  been  taken,  are,  where 
I  mention  his  majesty^s  answer  to  the  address  of  the 
house  of  lords  upon  Mr.  Wood's  patent;  and  where  I 
discourse  upon  Ireland's  being  a  dependent  kingdom. 
As  to  the  former,  I  can  only  say,  that  I  have  treated  it 
with  the  utmost  respect  and  caution ;  and  I  thought  it 
necessary  to  show  where  Wood's  patent  differed,  in  many 
essential  parts,  from  all  others  that  ever  had  been  gmnted ; 
because  the  contrary  had,  for  want  of  dae  information, 
been  so  strongly  and  so  largely  asserted.  As  to  the 
other,  of  Ireland's  dependency,  I  confess  to  have  often 
heard  it  mentioned,  but  was  never  able  to  understand 
what  it  meant.  This  gave  me  the  curiosity  to  inquire 
among  several  eminent  lawyers,  who  professed  they 
knew  nothing  of  the  matter.  I  then  turned  over  all  the 
statutes  of  both  kingdoms,  without  the  least  information, 
further  than  an  Irish  act,  that  I  quoted,  of  the  33rd  of 
Henry  VIII.,  uniting  Ireland  to  England  under  one 
king.  I  cannot  say  I  was  sorry  to  be  disappointed  in 
my  seareh,  because  it  is  certain  1  could  be  contented 
to  depend  only  upon  God  and  my  prince,  and  the  laws 
of  my  own  country,  after  the  manner  of  other  nations. 
But  since  my  betters  are  of  a  different  opinion,  and  de- 
sire further  dependencies,  I  shall  outwardly  submit ; 
yet  still  insisting,  in  my  own  heart,  upon  the  exception 
I  made  of  M.  B.,  drapier.  Indeed,  that  hint  was  bor- 
rowed ttotn  an  idle  story  I  had  heard  in  England,  which 
perhaps  may  be  common  and  beatm ;  but  because  it 
insinuates  neither  treason  nor  sedition,  I  will  just  barely 
relate  it 

Some  hundred  years  ago,  when  the  peers  were  so  great 
that  the  commons  were  looked  upon  as  litde  better  than 
their  dependents,  a  bill  was  brought  in  for  making  some 
new  additions  to  the  power  and  privileges  of  the  peerage. 
After  it  was  read,  one  Mr.  Drewe,  a  member  of  the 
house,  stood  up,  and  said,  he  very  much  approved  the 
bill,  and  would  give  his  vote  to  have  it  pass ;  but  how- 
ever, for  some  reasons  best  known  to  himself,  he  desired 
that  a  clause  might  be  inserted  for  excepting  the  family 
of  the  Drewes.  The  oddness  of  the  proposition  taught 
others  to  reflect  a  little,  and  the  bill  was  thrown  out 

Whether  I  were  mistaken  or  went  too  far  in  exa- 
mining the  dependency  must  be  left  to  the  impartial 
judgment  of  the  world  as  well  as  to  the  courts  of  judi- 
cature, although  indeed  not  in  so  effectual  and  decisive 
a  manner.  But  to  affirm,  as  I  hear  some  do  in  order 
to  countenance  a  fearful  and  servile  spirit,  that  this 
point  did  not  belong  to  my  subject,  is  a  false  and  foolish 
objection.  There  were  several  scandalous  reports  indus- 
triously spread  by  Wood  and  his  accomplice*  to  dis- 
courage all  opposition  against  his  infamous  project. 
They  gave  it  out  '*  that  we  were  prepared  for  a  rebel- 
lion, that  we  disputed  the  king's  prerogative  and  were 
shakmg  off  our  dependency.'*  The  first  went  so  far, 
and  obtained  so  much  belief  against  the  most  visible 
demonstrations  to  the  contrary,  that  a  great  person  of 
this  kingdom,  now  in  England,  sent  over  such  an  account 
of  it  to  his  friends  as  would  make  any  good  subject 
both  grieve  and  tremble.  I  thought  it  therefore  neces- 
sary to  treat  that  calumny  as  it  deserved.  Then  I 
proved,  by  an  invincible  argument,  that  we  could  have 
no  intention  to  dispute  his  majesty's  prerogative ;  be- 
cause the  prerogarive  was  not  concerned  in  the  ques- 
tion; the  civilians  and  lawyers  of  all  nations  agreeing 
that  copper  is  not  money.  And  lastly,  to  clear  us  from 
the  imputation  of  shaking  off  our  dependency,  I  showed 
wherein  I  thought,  and  sliallever  think,  this  dependence 
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oomisted,  and  cited  the  statute  above  mentioned,  made 
in  Ireland,  by  which  it  is  enacted,  ^  that  whoever  is 
king  of  EngUnd  shall  be  king  of  Ireland,  and  that  the 
two  kii^oms  shall  be  for  ever  knit  togedier  under  one 
king/*  This,  as  I  conceived,  did  wholly  acquit  us  of 
intending  to  break  our  dependency,  because  it  was 
altogether  out  of  our  power;  for  surely  no  king  of 
England  will  ever  consent  to  die  repeal  of  this  statute. 
But  upon  this  article  I  am  chaived  with  a  heavier 
accusation.  It  is  said  **  I  went  too  lar  when  I  declared 
that  if  ever  the  pretender  should  come  to  be  fixed  upon 
the  throne  of  England  (which  God  forbid),  I  would  so 
far  venture  to  transgress  this  statute,  that  I  would  lose 
the  last  drop  of  my  blood  before  I  would  submit  to 
him  as  king  of  Ireland." 

This,  I  hear  on  all  sides,  is  the  strongest  and  weightiest 
objection  agunst  me,  and  which  has  given  the  most 
offence ;  that  I  should  be  so  bold  to  declare  against  a 
direct  statute,  and  that  any  motive,  how  strong  soever, 
could  make  me  reject  a  King  whom  England  should 
receive.  Now  if,  in  defending  myself  from  this  accu- 
sation, I  should  freely  confess  "  Uiat  I  went  too  far ; 
that  the  expression  was  very  indiscreet,  although  ocoa- 
stoned  by  my  zeal  for  his  present  majesty  and  his  pro- 
testaiit  line  in  the  house  of  Hanover;  that  I  slialt  be 
careful  never  to  offend  again  in  the  like  kind ;  and  that 
I  hope  this  free  acknowledgment  and  sorrow  for  my 
error  will  be  some  atonement  and  a  little  soften  the 
hearts  of  my  powerful  adversaries ;*  I  say,  if  I  should 
offer  such  a  defence  as  this,  I  do  not  doubt  but  some 
people  would  wrest  it  to  an  ill  meaning  by  a  spiteful 
inter|netation.  And  therefore,  since  I  cannot  think  of 
any  other  answer  which  tliat  paragraph  can  admit,  I 
will  leave  it  to  the  mercy  of  every  candid  reader ;  but 
still  without  recanting  my  own  opinion. 

I  will  now  venture  to  tell  your  lordship  a  secret 
wherein  I  fear  you  are  too  deeply  concerned.  You 
will  therefore  please  to  know  that  this  habit  of  writing 
and  discoursing,  wherein  I  unfortunately  differ  from 
almost  the  whole  kingdom,  and  am  apt  to  grate  the 
ears  of  more  than  I  could  wish,  was  acquired  during 
my  apprenticeship  in  London  and  a  long  residence 
there  after  I  had  set  up  for  myself.  Upon  my  return 
and  settlement  here,  I  thought  I  had  only  changed  one 
country  of  freedom  for  another.  I  had  been  long  con- 
versing  with  the  writings  of  your  lordship,"  Mr.  Locke, 
Mr.  Molyneux,  Colond  Sidney,  and  other  dangerous 
authors,  who  talk  of  liberty  as  a  blessing  to  which  the 
whole  race  of  mankind  have  an  original  title,  whereof 
nothing  but  uidawful  force  can  divest  them.  I  knew 
a  great  deal  of  the  several  Gothic  institutions  in  Europe, 
and  by  what  incidents  and  events  they  came  to  be  de> 
stroyed ;  and  I  ever  thought  it  the  most  uncontrolled 
and  universally  agreed  maxim,  that/retdom  consists  in 
a  people's  being  governed  by  laws  made  with  their  own 
consent,  and  ttavtry  in  the  contrary.  I  have  been  like- 
wise told,  and  believed  it  to  be  true,  that  liberty  and 
property  are  words  of  known  use  and  signification  in 
this  kingdom;  and  that  the  very  lawyers  pretend  to 
understand  and  have  them  often  in  their  mouths.  These 
were  the  errors  which  have  misled  me,  and  to  whicli 
alone  I  must  impute  the  severe  treatment  I  have  re- 
ceived. But  I  shall  in  time  grow  wiser  and  learn  to 
consider  my  driver,  and  the  road  I  am  in,  and  with 
whom  I  am  yoked.  This  I  will  venture  to  say, — that 
the  boldest  and  most  obnoxious  words  I  ever  delivered 
would  in  England  have  only  exposed  me  as  a  stupid 
fool  who  went  to  prove  that  the  sun  shone  on  a  clear 
summer's  day ;  and  I  have  witnesses  ready  to  depose 
tliat  your  lordship  has  said  and  writ  flf\y  times  worse; 
and,  what  is  still  an  aggravation,  with  infinitely  more 
wit  and  learning,  and  stronger  arguments :  so  that,  as 
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politics  run,  I  do  not  know  a  penon  of  more  ez«eption- 
,able  principles  than  yourself;  and  if  ever  I  shall  be 
discovered,  I  tliink  you  will  be  bound  in  honour  to  pay 
my  fine  and  support  me  in  prison,  or  else  I  may  chases 
to  inform  against  you  by  way  of  reprisal. 

In  the  meantime,  I  beg  your  lordship  to  receive  my 
confession,  that  if  there  be  any  such  thing  as  a  depen- 
dency of  Ireland  upon  England,  otherwise  than  as  I 
have  explained  il^  either  by  the  law  of  God,  of  nature, 
of  reason,  of  nationf,  or  of  the  land  (which.  I  shall  die 
rather  than  grant^,  then  was  the  proclamation  against 
me  the  most  merciful  that  ever  was  put  out ;  and  instead 
of  accusing  me  as  malicious,  Mricked,  and  seditious,  it 
might  have  been  directly,  as  guilty  of  high  treason. 

All  I  desire  is,  that  tlie  cause  of  my  country  against 
Mr.  Wood  may  not  suffer  by  any  inadvertency  of  mine. 
Whether  Ireland  depends  upon  England,  or  only  upon 
God,  the  kp^  and  the  law,  I  hope  no  man  will 
assert  that  it  depends  upon  Mr.  Wood.  I  should  be 
heartily  sorry  that  ihis  commendable  spirit  against  me 
should  accidentally  (and  what,  I  hope,  was  sever 
intended)  strike  a  damp  upon  that  spirit  in  all  raiiki 
and  corporations  of  men  against  the  desperate  and 
ruinous  design  of  Mr.  Wood.  Let  my  countrymen 
blot  out  those  parts  in  my  last  letter  which  they  dislike ; 
and  let  no  rust  remain  on  my  sword,  to  cure  the  wounds 
I  have  given  to  our  most  mortal  enemy.  When  sir 
Charles  Sedley  was  taking  the  oaths,  where  several 
things  were  to  be  renounced,  he  said,  '*  he  loved  re- 
nouncing ;''  asked  "  if  any  more  were  to  be  renounced : 
for  he  was  r^uly  to  renounce  as  much  as  they  pleased." 
Although  I  am  not  so  thorough  a  renouncer,  yet  let  me 
have  but  good  citv  security  against  this  pestilent 
coinage,  and  I  shall  be  ready  not  only  to  renounoe 
every  syllable  in  all  my  four  letters,  but  to  deliver 
them  cheerfully  with  my  own  hands  into  those  uf  tlie 
common  hangman,  to  be  burnt  with  no  better  company 
than  the  coiner's  effigies ;  if  any  part  of  it  has  escajxil 
out  of  the  secular  hands  of  my  faithful  friends,  the 
common  people. 

But,  whatever  the  sentiments  of  some  people  may  be, 
I  think  it  is  agreed  that  many  of  those  who  subscrilied 
against  me  are  on  the  side  of  a  vast  majority  in  the 
kingdom  who  opposed  Mr.  Wood;  and  it  was  with 
great  satisfaction  that  I  observed  some  right  honour- 
able names  very  amicably  joined  with  my  own,  at  the 
bottom  of  a  strong  declaration  against  him  and  his  coin. 
But  if  the  admission  of  it  among  us  be  alrea<ly 
determined,  the  worthy  person  who  is  to  betray  me 
ought  in  prudence  to  do  it  with  all  convenient  sperd; 
or  else  it  may  be  difficult  to  find  300/.  sterling  for  the 
discharge  of  his  hire,  when  the  public  shall  have  Io»t 
500,000/.,  if  there  be  so  much  in  the  nation ;  besides 
four-fiilhs  of  its  annual  income  for  ever. 

I  am  told  by  lawyers  that  in  quarrels  between  man 
and  man  it  is  of  much  weight  which  of  them  gave  the 
first  provocation  or  struck  the  first  blow.  It  is  manifest 
that  Mr.  Wood  has  done  both,  and  therefore  I  should 
humbly  propose  to  have  him  first  hanged  and  his  dru» 
thrown  into  the  sea,  af^er  which  the  drapier  will  t>e 
ready  to  stand  his  trial.  "It  must  needs  be  that  i>f- 
fences  come,  but  woe  unto  him  by  whom  the  offence 
comes."  If  Mr.  Wood  had  held  his  hand,  everylxnly 
else  would  have  held  their  tongues;  and  then  tliere 
would  have  been  little  need  of  pamphlets,  juries,  or 
proclamations  upon  this  occasion.  The  provocation 
must  needs  have  been  very  great  which  could  stir  up 
an  obscure  indolent  drapier  to  become  an  author.  One 
would  almost  think  the  very  stones  in  the  street  would 
rise  up  in  such  a  cause,  and  I  am  not  sure  they  will 
not  do  so  against  Mr.  WixhI  if  ever  he  comes  within 
their  reach.  It  is  a  known  story  of  the  dumb  Imy 
whose  tongue  forced  a  passage  for  speech  hv  the  horrnr 
of  seeing  a  dagger  at  liis  father*s  tliroat.    This  may  le»- 
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the  wonder  that  a  trademian  hid  in  priracy  and 
filcnee  thoald  cry  oat,  when  the  life  and  being  of  his 
political  mother  an  attempted  before  hie  face,  and  by 
■0  infamous  a  wretch. 

^  Bat  in  the  mean  time  Mr.  Wood,  the  destroyer  of  a 
kingdom,  walks  abont  in  triumph  (unless  it  be  true 
that  he  is  in  jail  for  debt),  while  he  who  endeavoured 
to  sssert  the  liberty  of  hi|  country  is  forced  to  hide  his 
bead  for  occasionally  dealing  in  a  matter  of  contro- 
veity.  However,  I  am  not  the  first  who  has  been  con- 
deomed  to  death  for  gaining  a  great  victory  over  a 
powerful  eneipy,  by  disobeying  for  once  the  strict  orders 
oi  military  discipline. 

I  am  now  resolved  to  follow  (after  the  usual  proceed- 
ing  of  mankind,  because  it  is  too  late)  Uie  advice  given 
me  by  a  certain  dean.*  He  showed  the  mistake  I  was 
m  of  trasting  to  the  general  good-will  of  the  people, 
^  that  I  had  succeeded  hitherto  better  than  could  be 
expected;  but  that  some  unfortunate  circumstantial 
lapse  would  bring  me  within  the  reach  of  power;  that 
my  good  intentions  would  be  no  security  against  those 
who  watched  every  motion  of  my  pen  in  the  bitterness 
of  my  souL**  He  produced  an  instance  of  "  a  person 
as  innoeait,  as  disinterested,  and  as  well-meaning  as 
myself,  who  had  written  a  very  seasonable  and  inoflen- 
nve  treatise,  exhorting  the  people  of  this  kingdom  to 
wear  their  own  manu]bctures ;  for  which  however  the 
printer  was  prosecuted  with  the  utmost  virulence,  the 
jury  sent  biick  nine  times,  and  the  man  given  up  to 
the  mercy  (^  the  court."  The  dean  furtl^  observed 
**that  I  was  in  a  manner  left  alone  to  stand  the  battle, 
while  ocben  who  had  ten  thousand  times  better  talents 
than  a  diapier  were  so  prudent  as  to  lie  still ;  and 
ptrhapa  tfaooght  it  no  unpleasant  amusement  to  look  on 
with  safety,  while  another  was  giving  them  diversion 
at  the  haard  of  his  liberty  and  fortune ;  and  thought 
they  made  a  suflicient  recompense  by  a  little  ap- 
pboae.  Wboeimon  he  concluded  widi  a  short  story 
ctf"  a  Jew  at  Madrid,  who  being  condemned  to  the  fire 
on  aocooot  of  his  religion,  a  crowd  of  schoolboys  fol- 
lowing him  to  the  stake,  and  apprdiending  they  might 
Viae  their  spoft  if  he  should  happen  to  recant,  would 
oflen  clap  him  on  the  back  and  cry,  ^*9iafimu, 
Mmfwe :  Hoses,  continue  steadfast.** 

I  allow  this  gentleman  s  advice  to  have  been  very 
good,  and  his  observations  just ;  and  in  one  respect  my 
ogtMiitiua  is  worse  than  that  of  the  Jew,  for  no  recant- 
ati^m  w31  save  me.  However,  it  should  seem  l^  some 
late  proceedings  that  my  state  is  not  altogether  deplo- 
mble.  This  I  can  impute  to  nothing  but  the  steadiness 
*d  two  iflipaitial  grand  jnries,  which  has  confirmed  in 
D^  an  ofmuon  I  hare  long  entertained,  that,  as  philo- 
scfphna  aay,  virtue  is  seated  in  the  middle,  so  in  an- 
orher  sense  the  little  virtue  left  in  the  world  is  chiefly 
to  he  fbood  among  the  middle  rank  of  mankind,  who 
are  neitlacr  aUoied  out  of  her  paths  by  ambition,  nor 
driven  by  poverty. 

Sinet  the  psoclamation  occasbned  by  my  last  letter, 

and  a  doe  preparation  for  proceeding  against  me  in  a 

eoart  ^  joatiee,  there  have  been  two  printed  papers 

diiMJestifiely  spread  about;  whereof  no  man  is  able  to 

trace  the  eriginal,  further  than  by  conjecture ;  which, 

with  its  oaual  chanty,  lays  them  to  my  account.    The 

farmer  is  entitled,  **  Seasonable  Advice,"  and  appears  to 

kave  been  intended  for  the  information  of  the  grand  jury, 

cpm  dae  sopposition  of  a  bill  to  be  prepared  against  that 

MBcr,    The  other  is  an  extract  fh>m  a  printed  book  of 

prliamenlafy  proceedings  in  ttie  year  1680,  contain- 

mf  sa  angry  icscdation  of  the  house  of  commons  in 

Kriflaiid   agvnst  dissolving  grand  juries.     As  to  the 

fiaacr,  yoor  lordship  will  find  it  to  be  the  work  of  a 

vtfol  hand  than  that  iif  a  common  drapier.    It 

for  cndeavoarine  to  influence  the 
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minds  of  a  jury,  which  ought  to  be  wholly  free  and 
unbiassed ;  and  for  that  reason  it  is  manifest  that  no 
judge  was  ever  known,  either  upon  or  off  the  bench,  either 
by  himself  or  his  dependents,  to  use  the  least  insinua  - 
tion  that  might  possibly  affect  the  passions  or  interests  of 
any  one  single  juryman,  much  less  of  a  whole  iury ; 
whoreof  every  man  roust  be  convinced  who  will  just 
give  himself  &e  trouble  to  dip  into  the  common  printed 
trials:  so  as  it  is  amaxing  to  think  what  a  number  of 
upright  judges  there  have  been  in  both  kingdoms  for 
above  sixty  years  past ;  which,  conridering  how  long 
they  held  their  offices  during  pleasure,  as  they  still 
do  among  us,  I  account  next  to  a  miracle. 

As  to  the  other  paper,  I  must  confess  it  is  a  sharp 
censure  from  an  English  house  of  commons  against 
dissolving  grand  juries  by  any  judge,  before  the  end  of 
the  term,  assises,  or  sessions,  while  matters  are  under 
their  consideration  and  not  presented,  as  arbitrary, 
illegal,  destructive  to  public  justice,  a  manifest  viola- 
tion of  his  oadi,  and  as  a  means  to  subvert  the  funda- 
mental laws  of  the  kingdom. 

However,  the  publisher  seems  to  have  been  mistaken 
in  what  he  aimed  at.  For  whatever  dependence  there 
may  be  of  Ireland  upon  England,  I  hope  he  would  not 
insinuate  that  the  proceedings  of  a  lord  chief-justice  in 
Ireland  must  depend  upon  a  resolution  of  an  English 
house  of  commons.  Besides,  that  resolution,  although 
it  were  levelled  against  a  particular  lord  chief-justice, 
sir  William  Scroggs,  yet  the  occasion  was  direcUy  con- 
trary. For  Scroggs  dissolved  the  grand  jury  ot  London 
for  fear  they  should  present;  but  ours  in  Dublin  was 
dissolved  because  they  would  not  present ;  which  won- 
derfully alters  the  case.  And  therefore  a  second  grand 
jury  supplied  that  defect,  by  making  a  presentment 
that  pleased  the  whole  kingdom.  However,  I  think  it 
is  agreed  by  all  parties  that  both  the  one  and  the  other 
jury  behaved  themselves  in  such  a  manner  as  ought  to 
be  remembered  to  their  honour,  while  there  shall  be 
any  regard  left  among  us  for  virtue  or  public  spirit. 

I  am  confident  your  lordship  will  be  of  my  sentiments 
in  one  thing — that  some  short,  plain,  au^entic  tract 
might  be  published  for  the  information  both  of  petty 
and  grancf  juries^  how  far  their  power  reaches,  and  where 
it  is  limited ;  and  that  a  printed  copy  of  such  a  treatise 
might  be  deposited  in  every  court,  to  be  consulted  by 
the  jurymen  before  they  consider  of  their  verdict :  by 
which  abundance  of  inconveniences  would  be  avoided, 
whereof  innumerable  instances  might  be  produce<l  from 
fbrmer  times ;  because  I  will  say  nothing  of  the  present. 

I  have  read  somewhere  of  an  Eastern  king,  who  put 
a  judge  to  death  for  an  iniquitous  sentence,  and  ordered 
his  hide  to  be  stuffed  into  a  cushion,  and  placed  upon 
the  tribunal  for  the  son  to  sit  on,  who  was  preferred  to 
his  father's  office.  I  fancy  such  a  memoriu  might  not 
have  been  unuseful  to  a  son  of  sir  William  Scroggs, and 
that  both  he  and  his  successors  would  often  wriggle  in 
their  seats  as  long  as  the  cushion  lasted.  I  wish  the 
relater  had  told  us  what  number  of  such  cushions  there 
might  be  in  that  country. 

I  cannot  but  observe  to  your  lordship  how  nice  and 
dangerous  a  point  it  is  grown  for  a  private  person  to 
inform  the  people,  even  in  an  affair  where  the  public 
interest  and  safety  are  so  highly  concerned  as  that  of 
Mr.  Wood ;  and  this,  in  a  country  where  loyalty  is 
woven  into  the  very  hearts  of  the  people,  seems  a  little 
extraordinary.  Sir  William  Scroggs  was  the  first  who 
introduced  that  commendable  acuteness  into  the  courts 
of  judicature;  but  how  far  this  practice  has  been 
imitated  by  his  successors,  or  strained  upon  occasion,  is 
out  of  my  knowledge.  When  pamphlets  unpleasing  to 
the  ministry  were  presented  as  libels,  he  would  order  the 
offensive  paragraphs  to  be  read  before  him ;  and  he  was 
often  so  very  happy  in  applying  the  initial  letters  of 
names>  andezpoundizig  dubious  hinti^  (the  two  common 
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czpedienti  among  writers  of  that  cIam  Ibr  ctcaptng  the 
law,)  that  hi  difcovered  much  more  than  erer  the 
authon  intended,  as  many  of  them,  or  their  printers, 
found  to  their  cost.  If  such  methods  are  to  be  followed 
in  examining  what  I  have  already  written,  or  may  write 
hereafter,  upon  tlie  subject  of  Mr.  Wood,  I  defy  any 
man  of  fifty  times  my  understanding  and  caution  to 
aroid  being  entmpped ;  unless  he  will  be  content  to 
write  what  none  will  read,  by  repeating  over  the  old 
arguments  and  computations,  whereof  the  world  is 
already  grown  weary.  So  that  my  good  friend  Harding 
lies  under  this  dilemma, — either  to  let  my  learned  works 
hang  for  erer  drying  upon  his  lines,  or  venture  to  pub- 
lish them  at  the  hazard  of  being  laid  by  the  heels. 

I  need  not  tell  your  lordship  where  the  difficulty  lies. 
It  is  true  &at  the  king  and  the  laws  permit  us  to  re- 
fuse this  coin  of  Mr.  Wood ;  but  at  the  same  time  it  is 
equally  true  that  the  king  and  the  laws  permit  us  to 
receive  it'  Now  it  is  barely  possible  that  the  ministers 
of  England  may  not  suppose  the  coiMequences  of  utter- 
ing that  brass  among  us  to  be  so  ruinous  as  we  appre- 
hend; because,  perhaps,  if  they  understood  it  in  that 
light,  they  would,  in  common  humanity,  use  their  cre- 
dit with  his  majesty  for  saving  a  most  loyal  kingdom 
tnm  destruction.  But,  as  long  as  it  i^all  please  those 
great  penons  to  think  that  coin  will  not  be  so  very  per- 
nicious to  us,  we  lie  under  the  disadvantage  of  twing 
censured  as  obstinate  in  not  complying  with  a  royid 
patent  Therefore  nothing  remains  but  to  make  use  of 
that  liberty  which  the  king  and  the  laws  have  left  us, 
by  continuing  to  refuse  this  coin;  and,  by  frequent 
remembrances,  to  keep  up  that  spirit  raised  against  it 
which  otherwise  may  be  apt  to  flag,  and  perhaps  in 
time  to  sink  altogether.  For  any  public  order  against 
receiving  or  uttering  Mr.  Wood*s  halfpence  is  not 
reasonably  to  be  expected  in  this  kingdom,- without 
directions  from  England  ;  which  I  think  nobody  pre- 
sumes or  is  so  sanguine  as  to  hope. 

But  to  confess  the  truth,  my  lord,  I  begin  to  grow 
weary  of  my  office  as  a  writer,  and  could  heartily 
wish  it  were  devolved  upon  my  brethren,  the  makers 
of  songs  and  ballads,  who  perhaps  are  the  best  qualified 
at  present  to  gather  up  the  gleanings  of  this  contro- 
versy. As  to  myself,  it  has  been  my  misfortune  to 
begin  and  pursue  it  upon  a  wrong  foundation.  For, 
having  detected  the  frauds  and  falsehoods  of  this  vile 
impostor  Wood  in  every  part,  I  foolishly  disdained  to 
have  recourse  to  whining,  lamenting,  and  crying  for 
mercy ;  but  rather  chose  to  appeal  to  law  and  lil^rty, 
and  the  common  rights  of  maxikind,  without  consider- 
ing the  climate  I  was  in. 

Since  your  last  residence  in  Ireland  I  frequently 
have  taken  my  nag  to  ride  about  your  grounds,  where 
I  fancied  myself  to  feel  an  air  of  freedom  breathing 
round  me;  and  I  am  glad  the  low  condition  of  a 
tradesman  did  not  qualify  me  to  wait  on  you  at  your 
house;  for  then  I  am  afraid  my  writings  would  not 
have  escaped  severer  ceruures.  But  I  have  lately  sold 
my  nag  and  honestly  told  his  greatest  fault,  which  was 
that  of  snuffing  up  the  air  about  Brackdenstown ; 
whereby  he  became  such  a  lover  of  liberty  that  I 
could  scarce  bold  him  in.  I  have  likewise  buried  at 
the  bottom  of  a  strong  chest  your  lordship*s  writings 
under  a  heap  of  others  that  treat  of  liberty,  and  spreiui 
over  a  layer  or  two  of  Hobbes,  Filmer,  Bod  in,  and 
many  more  authors  of  that  stamp,  to  be  readiest  at 
hand  whenever  I  shall  be  disposed  to  take  up  a  new 
set  of  principles  in  government.  In  the  mean  time  I 
design  quietly  to  look  to  my  shop,  and  keep  as  far  out 
of  your  lordship's  influence  as  possible ;  and  if  you 
ever  see  any  more  of  my  writings  on  this  subject,  I 
promise  you  shall  find  them  as  innocent,  as  insipid,  and 
without  a  sting,  as  what  I  have  now  oflered  you. 
But  if  your  lonlship  will  please  to  give  me  an  easy 


lease  of  some  part  of  your  estate  in  Yorkshire,  thither 
will  I  carry  my  chest,  and,  turning  it  upside  down, 
resume  my  political  reading  where  I  left  off,  feed  un 
plain  homely  fare,  and  live  and  die  a  free 'honest 
English  farmer;  but  not  without  regret  for  leaving  my 
countrymen  under  the  dread  of  the  bnuen  talons  of 
Mr.  Wood ; — my  most  loyal  and  innocent  country- 
men, to  whom  I  owe  so  much  for  their  good  opinion 
of  me  and  my  poor  endeavoiits  to  serve  them. 

I  am,  with  the  greatest  respect,  my  lord,  your  lord- 
ship s  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant,  M.  B. 

*«*  TheM  napcn  (for  the  lixth  and  aeveuth  lettrn  were  not 
published  till  long  afterward)  prevailed,  notwithstanding 
threats,  protectttions,  and  impriaoumeDt,  against  all  the  in 
fluence  of  power  and  all  the  artiflcea  of  cunning :  penons  «f 
every  sect  united  with  the  drapier  in  the  common  caiue.  his 
health  was  a  perpetual  toast,  and  \\ia  effigies  was  displnvi^ii  ia 
every  street ;  Wood  was  compelled  to  withdraw  his  patrot,  and 
his  halfjpence  were  totally  suppressed. 


ADVERTISEMENT  TO  THE  READER. 


IE  former  of  the  two  following  papers  is  dated  October 
I,  1724,  by  which  it  appears  to  be  written  a  little 


Fnm  the  edition  in  the  year  1735. 

The 

6th,  1724,  by  wtucti  it  appears 
after  the  proclamation  against  the  author  of  the  Dra- 
pier's  Fourth  Letter.  It  is  delivered  with  much 
caution,  because  the  author  confesses  himself  to  be 
dean  of  St.  Patrick's,  and  I  could  discover  his  name 
subscribed  at  the  end  of  the  original,  although  blotlfd 
out  by  some  other  hand.  I  can  tell  no  other  reason  why 
it  was  not  printed  than  what  I  have  heard,  that  the 
writer,  finding  how  effectually  the  drapier  had  suc- 
ceeded, and  at  the  same  time  how  highly  the  people  in 
power  seemed  to  be  displeased,  thought  it  more  prudent 
to  keep  it  in  his  cabinet.  However,  having  received  some 
encouragement  to  collect  into  one  volume  all  the  papers 
relating  to  Ireland  supposed  to  be  written  by  the 
drapier,  and  knowing  now  fitvourably  the  author  i 
writings  of  that  kind  ha,re  been  received  by  the  public, 
to  make  the  volume  more  complete  I  procured  a  copy 
of  the  following  letter  from  one  of  the  author's  friends, 
with  whom  it  was  left  while  the  author  was  in  England; 
and  I  have  printed  it  as  near  as  I  could  in  the  order  of 
time. 

The  next  traitise  is  called  "  An  AddreM,''  &c.  It  is 
without  a  date,  but  seems  to  be  written  during  the  tirft 
session  of  parliament  in  lord  Carteret's  government. 
The  title  of  this  address  is  in  the  usual  form,  by  M.  B., 
Drapier.  There  is  but  a  small  part  of  it  that  relates  to 
William  Wood  and  his  coin.  The  rest  contains serentl 
proposals  for  the  improvement  of  Ireland;  the  many 
discouragements  it  lies  under ;  and  what  are  the  besi 
remedies  against  them. 

By  many  passages  in  some  of  the  drapier's  former 
letters,  but  particularly  in  the  following  address,  con- 
cerning the  great  drain  of  money  from  Ireland  by 
absentees,  importation  of  foreign  goods,  balances  of 
trade,  and  the  like,  it  appears  that  the  author  had  taken 
much  pains  and  been  well  informed  in  the  business  of 
computing;  all  his  reasonings  upon  that  subject  al- 
though he  doth  not  here  descend  to  particular  sum*, 
agreeing  generally  with  the  accounts  given  by  othen 
who  have  since  made  that  inquiry  their  particular 
study.  And  it  is  observable  that  in  this  addresR,  as 
well  as  in  one  of  his  printed  letters,  be  hath  specilioi 
several  articles  that  have  not  been  taken  notice  of  by 
others  who  came  after  him. 


LETTER  THE  SIXTH. 

TO  THE  LORD  CHANCELLOR  MIDDLETON. 

My  Lord,  Deanery  House.  Octohcr.  1«<- 

I  DESiKE  you  will  consider  me  as  a  member  who  com*^ 
ill  at  the  latter  end  of  a  debate,  or  as  a  lawyer  who 


THJB  DRAPIISE'S  LKTTER8. 


35 


§fmk»  to  a  cawe  when  tbe  matter  has  been  almost  ez« 
Musted  by  tiiow  who  spoke  before. 

I  remember  some  months  ago  I  was  at  your  houw 
apon  a  commission  where  I  am  one  of  the  governors; 
bat  1  went  thitber,  not  so  much  on  account  of  tlie  com- 
mJadoa  as  to  ask  you  some  questions  concerning^  Mr. 
Wood's  patent  to  coin  Wifpence  for  Ireland ;  where 
you  very  fireely  told  me,  in  a  mixed  company,  how 
much  you.  bad  been  always  against  that  wicked  pro- 
ject,* which  raised  in  me  an  esteem  for  you  so  iar  that 
1  went  in  a  few  days  to  make  you  a  visit  after  many 
years'  intermission.     I  am  likewise  told  that  your  son 
wnte  two  letters  iirom  London  (one  of  which  I  have 
seen)  empowering  those  to  whom  they  were  directed  to 
sssure  his  Inends,  that,  whereas  there  was  a  malicious 
report  spread  of  his  engaging  himself  to  Mr.  Walpole 
for  iOSMMt  of  Wood  s  coin  to  be  received  in  Ireland, 
the  said  report  was  ialse  and  groundless,  and  he  had 
ncvtf  discoiiined  with  that  minister  on  this  subject,  nor 
woaldcfer  give  his  consent  to  have  one  farthing  of 
the  said  com  cnrrent  here.     And  although  it  be  a  long 
time  since  I  have  given  myself  the  trouble  of  convers- 
ing with  people  of  titles  or  stations,  yet  I  have  been 
told,  by  those  who  can  take  up  with  such  amusements, 
that  tfaeve  is  not  a  considerable  person  of  the  kingdom 
Bcrupoloas  in  any  sort  to  declare  his  opinion.     But  all 
this  is  needless  to  allege  when  we  consider  that  the 
rainaus  coBsequences  of  Wood's  patent  have  been  so 
stnngly  represented  by  both  houses  of  parliament,  by 
the  nrivy-cooncil,  the  lord  mayor  and  aldermen  of 
Dublin,  by  so  many  corporations,  and  the  concurrence 
of  the  principBl  gentlemen  in  most  counties  at  their 
quarter-sessions^  without  any  regard  to  party,  religion, 


I  coBielnde  from  hence  that  the  currency  of  these 
kal  fpaace  would,  in  the  universal  opinion  of  our  people, 
hr  utterly  destructive  to  this  kingdom ;  and  conse- 
quently dint  it  is  every  man's  duty,  not  only  to  refuse 
ikh  coin  hiiiMelf,  but,  as  far  as  in  him  lies,  to  persuade 
eifhcis  to  do  tbe  like :  and  whether  this  be  done  in  pri- 
vate er  in  print  is  all  a  case ;  as  no  layman  is  forbid- 
dm  to  write  or  to  discourse  upon  religious  or  moral 
sabjeets,  although  he  may  not  do  it  in  a  pulpit,  at  least 
ia  our  ckoreb.  Neither  is  this  an  affair  of  state  until 
aolburtty  shall  think  fit  to  declare  it  so ;  or,  if  yon 
ifcoold  uttdeistaud  it  in  that  sense,  yet  you  will  please 
tu  oaaaida  that  I  am  not  now  preaching. 

Tbercfere  I  do  think  it  my  duty,  since  the  drapier 
will  faofaably  be  no  more  heard  of,  so  fiir  to  supply  his 
plaer  as  not  to  incur  his  fortune ;  for  I  have  learned 
ffuiD  old  experience  that  there  are  times  wherein  a 
man  ought  to  be  cautions  as  well  as  innocent.  I  there- 
f  ire  hope  Uiat,  preserving  both  those  characters,  I  may 
he  alhmcd,  by  offering  new  arguments  or  enforcing  old 
to  refresh  the  memory  of  my  fellow-subjects,  and 


keep  on  tfast  good  spirit  raised  among  them,  to  preserve 
tbsBMeivcs  from  utter  ruin  by  lawful  means,  and  such 
as  air  Mnnitted  by  his  majesty. 

1  believe  yon  will  please  to  allow  me  two  proposi- 
tions :  First,  that  we  are  a  most  loyal  people ;  and,  se- 
euf  idly,  that  we  are  a  free  people,  in  the  common  accept- 
ation of  that  word  applied  to  a  subject  under  a  limited 
monarrh.  I  know  very  well  that  you  and  I  did,  many 
^esfi  tms  in  discourse  differ  much,  in  the  presence  of 
Wd  Wharton,  about  the  meaning  of  that  word  liberty 
vitb  relatiou  to  Ireland.  But,  if  you  will  not  allow  us 
*j  bs  a  frc«  people,  there  is  only  another  appellation  left, 
v^kh  I  doubt  my  lord  chief-justice  Wnitshed  would 
call  n»e  to  account  for. if  I  venture  to  bestow  :  for  I 
oUcrved  (and  I  shall  never  forget  upon  what  occasion) 
the  dsriee  upon  his  coach  to  be,  Liberia*  «t  nataU  iohtm, 


■  Iffld  mddlelon,  Ihoiifb  he  signed  the  proclsmstion  agsinst 
^  ^  ■'■  , musn cnsmy  to  Wo^*8 patent. 


at  the  very  point  of  time  when  he  was  sitting  in  his 
court,  and  perjuring  himself  to  betray  both. 

Now,  as  for  our  loyalty  to  his  present  majesty,  if  it 
has  ever  been  equalled  in  any  other  part  of  his  dominions, 
I  am  sure  it  has  never  been  exceeded :  and  I  am  confi- 
dent he  has  not  a  minister  in  England  who  could  ever 
call  it  once  in  question ;  but  that  some  hard  rumours, 
at  least,  have  been  transmitted  from  the  other  side  of 
the  water,  I  suppoMse  you  will  not  doubt;  and  rumours 
of  the  severest  kind,  which  many  good  people  have 
imputed  to  the  indirect  proceeding  of  Mr.  Wood  and 
his  emissaries,  as  if  he  endeavoured  it  should  be 
thought  that  our  loyalty  depended  upon  the  test  of 
rd'usiug  or  taking  his  copper.  Now,  as  I  am  sure  you 
will  admit  us  to  be  a  loyal  people,  so  you  will  think  it 
pardonable  in  us  to  hope  for  all  proper  marks  of  favour 
and  protection  from  so  gracious  a  king  that  a  loyal 
and  free  people  can  expect ;  among  which  we  all  agree 
in  reckoning  this  to  be  one,  that  Wood's  halfpence  may 
never  have  entrance  into  this  kingdom.  And  this  we 
shall  continue  to  wish  when  we  dare  no  longer  express 
our  wishes,  although  there  were  no  such  mortal  as  a 
drapier  in  the  world. 

I  am  heartily  sorry  that  any  writer  should,  in  a  cause 
so  generally  approved,  give  occasion  to  the  government 
and  council  to  charge  him  with  paragraphs  "  highly 
reflecting  upon  his  miyesty  and  his  ministers ;  tending 
to  alienate  the  affections  of  his  good  subjects  in  England 
and  Ireland  from  each  other,  and  to  promote  sedition 
among  the  people.'"^  I  must  confess  that,  with  many 
others,  I  thought  he  meant  well,  although  he  might 
have  the  failing  of  better  writers,  not  to  be  always  for- 
tunate in  the  manner  of  expressing  himself. 

However,  since  the  drapier  is  but  one  man,  I  shall 
think  I  do  a  public  service  by  asserting  that  the  rest 
of  my  countrymen  are  wholly  free  from  learning  out 
of  his  pamphlets  to  reflect  on  the  king  or  his  ministers, 
and  to  breed  sedition. 

I  solemnly  declare  that  I  never  once  heard  the  least 
reflection  cast  upon  the  king  on  the  subject  of  Mr. 
Wood's  coin ;  for  in  many  discourses  on  this  matter, 
I  do  not  remember  bis  majesty's  name  to  be  so  much 
as  mentioned.  As  to  the  ministry  in  England,  theonly 
two  persons  hinted  at  were  the  duke  of  Grafron  and 
Mr.  Walpole :  the  former,  as  I  have  heard  you  and 
a  hundred  others  affirm,  declared  "  that  he  never  saw 
the  patent  in  favour  of  Mr.  Wood  before  it  was  passed," 
although  he  was  then  lord-lieutenant ;  and  therefore  I 
suppose  everybody  believes  that  his  grace  has  been 
wholly  unconcerned  in  it  ever  since. 

Mr.  Walpole  was  indeed  supposed  to  be  understood  by 
the  letter  W.  in  several  newspapers,  where  it  is  aatd 
that  some  expressions  fell  from  him  not  very  favourable 
to  the  people  of  Ireland,  for  the  truth  of  which  the 
kingdom  is  not  to  answer,  any  more  than  fur  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  publishers.  You  observe,  the  drapier 
wholly  clears  Mr.  Walpole  of  this  charge  by  very  strung 
arguments,  and  speaks  of  him  with  civility.  I  cannot 
deny  myself  to  have  been  often  present  where  the  com- 
pany gave  their  opinion  that  Mr.  Walpole  favoured 
Mr.  Wood's  projects,  which  I  always  contradicted; 
and  for  my  own  part  never  once  opened  my  lips  against 
that  minister,  either  in  mixed  or  particular  meetings ; 
and  my  reason  for  this  reservedness  was,  because  it 
pleased  him  in  the  queen  s  time  (I  mean  queen  Anne 
of  ever  blessed  memory)  to  make  a  speech  directly 
agaitut  me  by  name,  in  the  house  of  commons,  as  I  was 
told  a  very  few  minutes  after,  in  the  court  of  requests, 
by  more  than  fifty  members. 

But  you,  who  are  in  a  great  station  here  (if  anything 
here  may  \ye  called  great),  cannot  be  ignorant  that 
whoever  is  understood  by  public  voice  to  be  chief 
minister  will,  among  the    general  talkers,  share  the 

^  Th»  expressioDs  of  the  vroclsiDstkiii. 
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blame,  whether  justly  or  not,  of  everything  that  is  dis- 
liked ;  which  I  could  easily  make  appear  in  many  in- 
stances from  my  own  knowledge,  while  I  was  in  the 
world ;  and  particularly  in  the  case  of  the  greatest,  the 
wisest,  and  the  most  uncorrupt  minister  I  eV'er  con- 
versed with. 

But  whatever  unpleasing  opinion  some  people  might 
conceive  of  Mr.  Walpole  on  acx;ount  of  those  half- 
pence, I  dare  boldly  affirm  it  was  entirely  owing  to  Mr. 
Wood.  Many  persons  of  credit  come  from  England 
have  affirmed  to  me  and  others,  that  they  have  seen 
letters  under  his  hand,  full  of  arrogance  and  insolence 
towards  Ireland,  and  boasting  of  bis  favour  with  Mr. 
Walpole;  which  is  highly  probable,  because  he  rea- 
sonably thought  it  for  his  interest  to  spread  such  a 
report,  and  because  it  is  the  known  talent  of  low  and 
little  spirits  to  have  a  great  man  s  name  |)erpetually  in 
Uieir  mouths. 

Thus  I  have  sufficiently  justified  the  people  of  Ire- 
land from  learning  any  bad  lesson  out  of  the  drapier's 
pamphlets  with  regard  to  his  majesty  and  his  ministers; 
and  therefore,  if  those  papers  were  intended  to  sow  sedi- 
tion among  us,  God  be  tnanked  the  seeds  have  fallen 
upon  a  very  improper  soil. 

As  to  alienating  the  affections  of  the  people  of  England 
and  Ireland  from  each  other,  I  believe  the  dmpier, 
whatever  his  intentions  were,  has  left  that  matter  just 
as  he  found  it. 

I  have  lived  long  in  both  kingdoms,  as  well  in  conn- 
try  as  in  town ;  and  therefore  take  myself  to  be  as  well 
informed  as  most  men  in  the  dispositions  of  each  people 
toward  the  other.  By  the  people  I  understand  here 
only  the  bulk  of  the  common  people,  and  I  desire  no 
lawyer  may  distort  or  extend  my  meaning. 

There  is  a  vein  of  industry  and  parsimony  that  runs 
through  the  whole  people  of  England,  which,  added  to 
the  easiness  of  their  rents,  makes  them  rich  and  sturdy. 
As  to  Ireland,  they  know  little  more  of  it  than  they  do 
of  Mexico ;  further  than  that  it  is  a  country  subject  to 
the  king  of  England,  full  of  bogs,  inhabited  by  wild 
Irish  papists,  who  are  kept  in  awe  bv  mercenary  troops 
sent  from  thence ;  and  tneir  general  opinion  is,  that  it 
were  better  for  England  if  this  whole  island  were  sunk 
into  the  sea;  for  mey  have  a  tradition  that  every  forty 
years  there  must  be  a  rebellion  in  Ireland.  I  have 
■een  the  grossest  suppositions  passed  upon  tiiem ;  *'  that 
the  wild  Irish  were  taken  in  toils ;  but  that  in  some 
time  they  would  grow  so  tame  as  to  eat  out  of  your 
hands.^*  I  have  been  asked  by  hundreds,  and  particu- 
larlv  by  my  neighbours  your  tenants  at  Pepper-hara, 
"  whether  I  had  come  from  Ireland  by  seaf  *  and,  upon 
the  arrival  of  an  Irishman  to  a  country-town,  I  have 
known  crowds  coming  about  him,  and  wondering  to 
see  him  look  so  much  better  than  themselves. 

A  gentleman,  now  in  Dublin, affirms  "that,  passing 
some  months  ago  through  Northampton,  and  findins 
the  whole  town  in  a  flurry,  with  bdls,  bonfires,  and 
illuminations,  upon  asking  the  canse,  he  was  told  that 
it  was  ibr  joy  that  the  Irish  had  submitted  to  receive 
Wood's  luOfpcDce.*'  This  I  think  plainly  shows  what 
■entimeDts  chat  large  town  has  of  us ;  and  how  little 
they  made  it  their  own  case ;  although  they  lie  directly 
in  our  way  to  London,  and  therefore  cannot  but  be  fre- 
quently convinced  that  we  have  human  shapes. 

As  to  the  people  of  this  kingdom,  they  consist  either 
of  Irish  papists,  who  are  as  inconsiderable  in  point  of 
power  as  the  women  and  children ;  or  of  English  pro- 
testants,  who  love  their  twethren  of  that  kingdom,  although 
they  may  possibly  sometimes  complain  when  they  think 
they  are  hardly  used.  However  I  confen  I  do  not  see 
that  it  is  of  anv  great  consequence  how  the  personal 
affections  stand  to  each  other,  while  the  sea  divides 
them,  and  while  they  continue  in  their  loyalty  to  the 
lame  prince.    And  yet  I  will  appeal  to  you  whether 


those  from  England  have  reason  to  eompUin  when 
they  come  hidier  in  pursuit  of  their  fortunes  Y  or  whe- 
ther the  people  of  Ireland  have  reason  to  boost  when 
they  go  to  England  upon  the  same  design  I 

My  second  proposition  was,  that  we  of  Ireland  are  a 
free'^jeople ;  this  I  suppose  yoif  will  allow,  at  least  with 
certain  limitations  renuuning  in  your  own  breast.  How- 
ever I  am  sure  it  is  not  criminal  to  affirm  it ;  because 
the  words  liberty  and  property,  as  applied  to  the  sub- 
ject, are  often  mentioned  m  boUi  houses  of  parliament, 
as  well  as  in  yours  and  other  courts  below ;  whence  it 
must  follow  that  the  people  of  Ireland  do  or  ought  to 
enjoy  all  the  benefits  of  the  common  and  statute  law ; 
such  as  to  be  tried  by  juries,  to  pay  no  money  without 
their  own  consent  as  represented  in  parliament,  and  the 
like.  If  this  be  so,  and  if  it  be  universally  agreed  that 
a  free  people  cannot  by  law  be  compelled  to  take  any 
money  in  payment  except  gold  and  silver,  I  do  not  see 
why  any  man  should  be  hindered  from  cautioning  his 
countrymen  against  this  coin  of  William  Wood,  who 
is  endeavouring  by  fraud  to  rob  us  of  that  property 
which  tlie  laws  liave  secured.  If  I  am  mistaken,  and 
this  copper  can  be  obtruded  on  us,  I  would  put  the 
drapiers  case  in  another  light,  by  supposing  that  a 
person  going  into  his  shop  would  agree  for  thirty  shil- 
lings* worth  of  goods,  and  force  the  seller  to  take  his 
payment  in  a  parcel  of  copper  pieces  intrinsically  not 
worth  above  a  crown ;  I  aesire  to  know  whether  the 
drapier  would  not  be  actually  robbed  of  five-and- 
twenty  shillings;  and  how  far  he  could  be  said  to  be 
master  of  his  property  t  The  same  question  may  be 
applied  to  rents,  and  debts  on  bond  or  mortgage,  and  to 
all  kind  of  commerce  whatsoever. 

Give  me  leave  to  do  what  the  drapier  has  done  more 
than  once  before  mc,  which  is  to  relate  the  naked  fact 
as  it  stands  in  the  view  of  the  world. 

One  William  Wood,  esq.,  a  hardwareman,  obtains 
by  fraud  a  patent  in  England  to  coin  10H,000/.  in 
copper  to  pass  in  Ireland,  leaving  us  liberty  to  take  or 
refuse.  Ihe  people  here,  in  all  sorts  of  bodies  and  re- 
presentatives,  do  openly  and  heartily  declare  that  they 
will  not  accept  this  coin.  To  justify  these  declarations, 
they  generally  ofier  two  reasons ;  first,  because  by  th«f 
words  of  the  patent  they  are  left  to  their  own  choice ; 
and,  secondly,  oecause  they  are  not  obliged  by  law ;  so 
that  you  see  there  is  beUum  aiqtte  ixrum,  a  kingdom  on 
one  side,  and  William  Wood  on  the  other.  And  if 
Mr.  Wood  gets  the  victory,  at  the  expense  of  Ire- 
land's ruin,  and  the  profit  of  one  or  two  hundred  thou- 
sand pounds  (I  mean  by  continuing  and  counterfeit- 
ing as  long  as  he  lives)  for  himself,  I  doubt  both  present 
and  future  ages  will  at  least  think  it  a  very  singular 
scheme. 

If  this  fact  be  truly  stated,  I  must  confess  I  look  upon 
it  as  my  duty,  so  far  as  God  has  enaUed  me,  and  as 
long  as  I  keep  within  the  bounds  of  truth,  of  duty,  and 
of  decency,  to  warn  my  fellowsubjecti^  as  they  value 
tlieir  king,  their  country,  and  all  that  ought  or  can  be 
dear  to  them,  never  to  admit  this  pernicious  coin ;  no, 
not  so  much  as  one  single  halfpenny ;  for  if  one  single 
thief  forces  the  door,  it  is  in  vam  to  talk  of  keeping  out 
the  whole  crew  behind. 

And  while  I  shall  be  tlius  employed  I  will  never 
give  myself  leave  to  suppose  that  wnat  I  say  can  eiuies 
offend  my  lord-lieutenant,  whose  person  and  great 
qualities  I  have  always  highly  respected  (as  I  am  sure 
his  excellency  will  be  my  witneas),  or  the  ministers  in 
England,  with  whom  I  have  nothing  to  do,  or  they  with 
me ;  much  less  the  privy-council  here,  who,  as  I  am 
informed,  did  send  an  address  to  his  majesty  ag^aiiut 
Mr.  Wood's  coin ;  which,  if  it  be  a  mistake,  I  desire  I 
may  not  be  accused  for  a  spreader  of  false  news ;  but  I 
confess  I  am  so  great  a  stranger  to  affairs  that,  for  any* 
thing  I  know,  the  whole  body  of  the  co  moil  may  sine* 


THE  DRAPIER'S  LETTERS. 


87 


hare  been  changed ;  and  alfhough  I  obwrre  some  of 
the  very  aame  names  in  a  late  declaration  against  that 
onin  which  I  saw  subscribed  to  the  proclamation  against 
ttie  dmpier,  yet  possibly  they  maybe  different  persons; 
for  they  are  utterly  unkuonn  to  me^  and  are  likely  to 
coxitinue  so. 

In  this  coDtroTcTsy,  where  the  reasonen  on  each  side 
are  dirided  by  St.  George's  Channel,  his  majesty's  pre- 
logatire  perhaps  would  not  have  been  mentioned  if 
Mr.  Wood  and  his  advocates  had  not  made  it  neces- 
ary,  by  giving  out  that  the  cmrency  of  his  coin  should 
be  enforced  by  a  proclamation.  The  traden  and  com- 
mon people  of  the  kingdom  were  heartily  willing  to 
refuse  thu  coin,  but  the  fear  of  a  prDclamation  brought 
along  with  it  most  dreadful  apprehensions.  It  was 
tlmefoie  absolutely  necessary  for  tne  drapier  to  remove 
this  dificulty ;  and  accordingly,  in  one  of  his  former 
immphleta,  he  produced  invincible  arguments  (wherever 
he  picked  tbem  np)  that  the  king's  prerogative  was  not 
at  all  coocenied  in  the  matter ;  since  the  law  had  snf- 
tfcientiy  provided  against  any  coin  to  be  imposed  on 
the  sabfpct  except  gold  and  silver ;  and  that  copper  is 
not  money,  but,  as  it  has  been  properly  called,  nummomm 

The  three  former  letters  from  the  drapier  having  not 
reeeired  axiy  public  censure,  I  look  upon  them  to  be 
without  exception,  and  that  die  goou  people  of  the 
kiogdom  ought  to  read  them  often  in  order  to  keep  up 
(hat  spirit  raised  against  this  destructive  coin  of  Mr. 
Wooo.  As  for  his  last  letter,  against  which  a  procla- 
natioQ  is  issued,  I  shall  only  say  that  I  could  wish  it 
««iv  stripped  of  all  that  can  be  any  way  objectionable ; 
which  I  would  not  think  it  below  me  to  undertake  if 
my  abilities  were  ei^ual;  but  being  naturally  somewhat 
dow  of  comprehension,  no  lawyer,  and  apt  to  believe 
tlk*  best  of  those  who  profess  good  designs  without  any 
risible  motire  either  of  profit  or  honour,  I  might  pore 
^  ever  without  distinguuhing  the  cockle  from  the  com. 

That  which  I  am  told  gives  the  greatest  offence  in 
thi*  last  letter  is  where  the  drapier  affirms,  ''  that  if  a 
rebellioD  should  prove  so  successful  as  to  fix  the  pre- 
tRMicr  c»  the  throne  of  England,  he  would  venture  so 
far  to  tran^ess  the  Irish  statute  which  unites  Ireland 
to  RogUnd  under  one  king  as  to  lose  every  drop  of  his 
blood  ts  boMler  him  from  being  king  of  Ireland." 

I  shall  not  prerame  to  vindicate  any  man  who  openly 
declans  be  would  transgress  a  statute,  and  a  statute  of 
surb  importance ;  but  with  the  most  humble  submission 
and  detire  of  pardon  for  a  very  innocent  mistake,  I 
•bould  be  apt  to  think  that  the  loyal  intention  of  the 
writer  might  be  at  least  some  small  extenuation  of 
hi«  crime,  lor  iu  this  I  confess  myself  to  think  with  the 
drapter. 

1  hsve  not  been  hitherto  told  of  any  otlier  objections 
i^nst  that  pamphlet;  but  I  suppose  they  will  all  appear 
A  the  ptDcecution  of  tlie  drapier.     And  I  think,  who- 
rriT  in  his  own  conscience  believes  the  said  pamphlet 
ki  be  *'  wicked  and  malicious,  seditious  and  scandalous, 
higidy  reAecting  upon  his  majesty  and  his  ministers,*' 
Ac.,  would  do  wen  to  discover  the  author,  fas  little  a 
fn^nd  as  I  am  to  the  trade  of  informers,)  idUiough  the 
reward  of  3001.   had  not  been  tacked  to  the  discovery. 
I  own  it  would  be  a  great  satirfactiou  to  me  to  hear  the 
sTfuments  not  only  of  judges,  but  of  lawyers,  upon  this 
cw ;  because  you  cannot  but  know  there  often  happen 
uxasaons  vbeiein  it  would  be  very  convenient  mat 
^  balk  of  the  people  should  be  informed  how  they 
91^  to  conduct  themselves ;  and  therefore  it  has  been 
tbv  visdom  of  the  English  parliaments  to  be  very  re- 
serrei  in  limitiog  the  press.     When  a  bill  is  debating 
in  either  bouse  of  parliament  there,  nothing  is  more 
tasnsl  than  to  Imve  the  controveny  handled  by  pam- 
phlets on  (Mth  sides^  without  the  least  animodveition 
upon  the  aodioct. 


So  here  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Wood  and  his  coin,  since 
the  two  houses  gave  their  opinion  by  addresses  how 
dangerous  the  currency  of  copper  would  be  to  Ireland, 
it  was  without  all  question  both  lawful  and  convenient 
that  the  bulk  of  the  people  should  be  let  more  particu- 
larly into  the  nature  of  the  danger  they  were  in,  and  of 
the  remedies  that  were  in  their  own  power,  if  they  would 
have  the  sense  to  apply  them ;  and  this  cannot  be  more 
conveniently  done  than  by  particular  persons  to  whom 
God  has  given  zeal  and  understanding  sufficient  for 
such  an  undertaking.  Thus  it  happened  in  the  case 
of  that  destructive  project  for  a  bank  m  Ireland  which 
was  brought  into  parliament  a  few  years  ago ;  and  it 
was  allowed  tliat  the  arguments  and  writings  of  some 
without  doors  contributed  very  much  to  reject  it. 

Now,  I  should  be  heartily  glad  if  some  able  lawyers 
would  prescribe  the  limits  how  far  a  private  man  may 
venture  in  delivering  his  thoughts  upon  public  matters; 
because  a  true  lover  of  his  country  may  think  it  hard 
to  be  a  quiet  stander-by,  and  an  indolent  looker-on, 
while  a  public  error  prevails,  by  which  a  whole  nation 
may  be  ruined.  Every  man  who  enjoys  property  has 
some  share  in  the  public ;  and  therefore  the  care  of  the 
public  is  in  some  degree  every  such  man  s  concern. 

To  come  to  particulars;  I  could  wish  to  know  whe- 
ther it  be  utterly  unlawful  in  any  writer  so  much  as 
to  mention  the  prerogative ;  at  least  so  far  as  to  bring 
it  into  doubt  upon  any  point  whatsoever.  I  know  it  is 
often  debated  in  Westminster-hall ;  and  sir  Edward 
Coke,  as  well  as  other  eminent  lawyers,  do  frequently 
handle  that  subject  in  their  books. 

Secondly,  How  far  the  prerogative  extends  to  force 
coin  upon  the  subject  which  is  not  sterling ;  such  as 
lead,  brass,  copper  mixed  metal,  shells,  leather,  or  any 
other  material ;  and  fix  upon  it  whatever  denomination 
the  crown  shall  think  fit? 

Thirdly,  What  is  really  and  truly  meant  by  that 
phrase  of  a  *'  depending  kingdom,'*  as  applied  to  Ireland, 
and  wherein  that  dependency  consists? 

Lastly,  In  what  points  relating  to  liberty  and  pro- 
perty the  people  of  Ireland  differ,  or  at  least  ought  to 
differ,  from  those  of  England? 

If  these  particulars  were  made  so  dear  that  none 
could  mistake  them,  it  would  be  of  infinite  ease  and 
use  to  the  kingdom,  and  either  prevent  or  silence  all 
discontents. 

My  lord  Somers,  the  greatest  man  I  ever  knew  of 
your  robe,  and  whose  thoughts  of  Ireland  differed  as 
far  as  heaven  and  earth  from  those  of  some  others  among 
his  brethren  here,  lamented  to  me  tliat  the  prerogative 
of  the  crown,  or  the  privileges  of  parliament,  i^ould 
ever  be  liable  to  dispute  in  any  single  branch  of  either ; 
by  which  means  he  said  the  public  often  suffered  great 
inconveniences,  whereof  he  gave  me  several  instances. 
I  produce  the  authority  of  so  eminent  a  person  to 
justify  my  desires  tliat  some  high  points  might  be 
cleared. 

For  want  of  such  known  ascertainment  how  far  a 
writer  may  proceed  in  expressing  his  good  wishes  for 
his  country,  a  person  of  the  most  innocent  intentions 
may  possibly,  by  the  oratory  and  comments  of  lawyers, 
be  charged  with  many  crimes  which  from  his  very 
soul  he  abhors ;  and  consequently  may  be  ruined  in 
his  fortunes,  and  left  to  rot  among  thieves  in  some  stink- 
ing jail,  merelv  for  mistaking  the  purlieus  of  the  law. 
I  have  known,  in  my  lifetime,  a  printer  prosecuted  and 
convicted  for  publishing  a  pampmef  where  the  author  s 
intentions,  I  am  confident,  were  as  good  and  innocent 
as  diose  of  a  martyr  at  his  last  prayers.  I  did  very 
lately,  as  I  thought  it  my  duty,  preach  to  the  people 
under  my  inspection  upon  the  subject  of  Mr.  Woou*s 
coin ;  and  altnough  I  never  heerd  thatm^^  sermon  gave 
the  least  offence,  as  I  am  sure  none  was  mtended,  yet^ 
•  *'  A  proposal Ibr  the  unlvecssl  ose  of  IilA  xtma^^^^fm^* 
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if  it  were  now  printed  and  published,  I  cannot  say  I 
would  ensure  it  from  tlie  hands  of  the  common  hang- 
man,  or  my  own  person  from  tliose  of  a  messenger.* 

I  have  heard  Uie  late  chief-justice  HuU  aflirm  that, 
in  all  criminal  cases,  the  most  favourable  interpretation 
should  be  put  upon  words  that  they  can  possibly  bear. 
You  meet  the  same  position  asserted  in  many  trials  for 
the  greatest  crimes ;  though  often  very  ill  practised,  by 
the  perpetual  corruption  of  judges.  And  I  remember 
at  a  trial  in  Kent,  wnere  sir  George  Rook  was  indicted 
for  calling  a  gentleman  knave  and  villain,  the  lawver 
for  the  defendant  brought  off  his  client  by  alleging 
that  the  words  were  not  injurious;  for  knat^e,  in  the  old 
and  true  signification,  imported  only  a  servant;  and 
villain  in  Latin  is  vilUcut^  trhich  is  no  more  than  a  man 
employed  in  country  labour,  or  rather  a  bailiff. 

If  sir  John  Holt's  opinion  were  a  standard  maxim 
for  all  times  and  circumstances,  any  writer,  with  a  very 
small  measure  of  discretion,  might  easily  be  safe ;  but 
I  doubt  in  practice  it  has  been  frequently  controlled, 
at  least  before  his  time;  for  I  take  it  to  be  an  old  rule 
in  law. 

I  have  read  or  heard  a  passage  of  seignior  Gregorio 
Leti,  an  Italian,  who,  being  in  London,  busying  him- 
self with  writing  the  History  of  England,  told  king 
Cliarles  11.  "  that  he  endeavoured  as  much  as  he  could 
to  avoid  giving  offence,  but  found  it  a  thing  impossible, 
although  he  should  have  been  as  wise  as  Solomon.*' 
The  king  answered,  "  tliat,  if  this  were  the  case,  he  liad 
better  employ  his  time  in  writing  proverbs,  as  Solomon 
did.'*  But  Leti  lay  under  no  public  necessity  of 
writing ;  neither  would  England  have  been  one  half- 
penny tlie  better  or  the  worse  whether  he  writ  or  not. 

This  I  mention,  because  I  know  it  will  readily  be 
objected,  "  What  have  private  men  to  do  with  the 
public  t — what  call  had  a  drapier  to  turn  politician,  to 
meddle  in  matters  of  state  ? — would  not  his  time  have 
been  better  employed  in  looking  to  his  shop,  or  his  pen 
in  writing  proverbs,  elegies,  ballads,  garlands,  and 
wondeis?  He  would  then  have  been  out  of  all  dan* 
ger  of  proclamations  and  prosecutions.  Have  we  not 
able  magistrates  and  counsellors  hourly  watching  over 
the  public  weal  ?*'  All  this  may  be  true;  and  yet,  when 
tiie  addresses  from  both  houses  of  parliament  against 
Mr.  Wood's  halfi)ence  failed  of  success,  if  some  pen 
had  not  been  employed  to  inform  the  j)eople  how  far 
they  might  legally  proceed  in  refusing  tliat  coin ;  to 
detect  the  fraud,  the  artifice,  and  iiisolence  of  the  coiner ; 
and  to  lay  open  the  most  ruinous  consequences  to  the 
whole  kingdom,  which  would  inevitably  follow  from  the 
currency  of  the  said  coin  ;  I  might  appeal  to  many  hun- 
dred thousand  people  whether  any  one  of  them  would 
ever  have  had  the  courage  or  sagacity  to  refuse  it. 

If  this  copper  should  begin  to  make  its  way  among 
the  common  ignorant  people,  we  are  inevitably  undone. 
It  is  they  who  give  uS  the  greatest  apprehension,  being 
easily  frighted,  and  greedy  to  swallow  misinformations; 
for,  if  every  man  were  wise  enough  to  understand  his 
own  interest,  which  is  every  man's  principal  study,  tl»ere 
would  l)e  no  need  of  pamphlets  upon  this  occasion;  but 
as  things  stand,  I  have  thought  it  absolutely  necessary, 
from  my  duty  to  God,  my  king,  ami  my  country,  to 
inform  the  people  that  the  proclamation  lately  issued 
against  the  dntpier  doth  not  in  the  least  affect  the 
case  of  Mr.  Wood  and  his  coin,  but  only  refers  to 
certain  |)aragranhs  in  the  drapier*8  last  pamphlet  (not 
immediately  relating  to  his  subject,  nor  at  all  to  the 
merits  of  the  cause)  which  the  government  was  pleased 
to  d'islikc ;  so  that  any  man  has  the  same  liberty  to  re- 
ject^ to  write,  and  to  declare  against  this  coin,  which  he 
had  before ;  neither  is  any  man  obliged  to  believe  tliat 
those  honourable  persona  (whereof  you  are  the  first) 

•Th«  seiiBOD  <'Oo  doing    Good,  ocwsioped  by  Wood's 
Project."  ' 


who  signed  that  memorable  poclamation  against  the 
drapier  have  at  all  changed  their  o]:inioiis  witli  regard 
to  Mr.  Wood  or  his  coin. 

Therefore,  concluding  myself  to  he  thus  far  upon  a 
safe  and  sure  foot,  I  shall  continue  upon  any  proper 
occasion,  as  God  enables  me,  to  revive  and  preserve 
that  spirit  raised  in  the  nation  (whether  the  real  author 
were  a  real  drapier  or  not  is  little  to  the  purpose) 
against  this  horrid  design  of  Mr.  Wood ;  at  tlie  samo 
time  carefully  watching  every  stroke  of  my  pen,  ami 
venturing  only  to  incur  the  public  censure  of  the  world 
as  a  writer,  not  of  my  lord  chief-justice  Whitshed  as 
a  criminal.  Whenever  an  order  shall  come  out  by 
autliority,  forbidding  all  men,  upon  the  highest  penal- 
ties, to  offer  anything  in  writing  or  discourse  against  Mr. 
Wood's  halfpence,  I  shall  certainly  submit.  However, 
if  that  should  Iiappen,  I  am  determined  to  be  somewhat 
more  than  the  last  man  in  the  kingdom  to  receive  tliem, 
because  I  will  never  receive  them  at  all ;  for,  although 
I  know  how  to  be  silent,  I  have  not  yet  learned  to  pay 
active  obedience  against  my  conscience  and  the  public 
safety. 

I  desire  to  put  a  case  which  I  think  the  drapier  in 
some  of  his  books  has  put  before  me,  although  not  so 
fully  as  it  requires  : — 

You  know  the  copper  halfpence  in  England  are 
coined  by  the  public ;  and  every  piece  worth  pretty 
near  the  value  of  the  coj)per.      Now  suppose  that,  in- 
stead of  the  public  coinage,  a  patent  had  been  graiite<l 
to  some  private  obscure  person  for  coining  a  projior- 
tionable  quantity  of  copper  in  that  kingdom  to  whit 
Mr.  Wood  is  preparing  m  this,  and  all  of  it  at  least  five 
times  below  the  intrinsic  value :  the  current  money  of 
England  is  reckoned  to  be  20,000,000/. ;  and  ours  un- 
der 500,000/. ;  by  this  computation,  as  Mr.  Wood  has 
power  to  give  us  108,000/.,  so  the  patentee  in  England, 
by  the  same  proportion,  might  circulate  4,320,000/., 
besides  as  much  more  by  stealth  and   counterfeits ;   I 
desire  to  know  from  you  whetlier  the  parliament  miglit 
not  have  addressed  upon  such  an  occasion ;  what  suc- 
cess they  probably  would  have  had ;    and  how  many 
drapiers    would  have  risen  to  pester  the  world  with 
pamphlets  1    Yet  that  kingdom  would  nut  be  so  great  a 
sufferer  as  ours  hi  tlie  like  case ;   because  their  caith 
would  not  be  conveyed  into  foreign  countries,  but  lie 
hid  in  the  chests  of  cautious  thrifty  men  until  better 
times.     Then  I  desire,  for  the  satisfaction  of  the  public, 
that  you  will  please  to  inform  me  why  this  country  is 
treated  in  so  very  difi'erent  a  manner  in  a  point  of  such 
high  importance ;    whether  it  be  on  account  of  Puiii- 
ings'  act,  of  subordination,  dependence,  or  any  othor 
term  of  art  which  I  sliall  not  contest,  but  am  too  dull 
to  understand. 

I  am  very  sensible  that  the  good  or  ill  success  of  Mr. 
Wood  will  affect  you  less  than  any  person  of  conse- 
quence in  the  kingdom ;   because  I  near  you  are  so 
prudent  as  to  make  all  your  ])urchases  in  England : 
and  truly  so  would  1  if  I  had  money,  although  1  were 
to  pay  100  years'  purchase;  because  I  should  be  glad 
to  ]X)sse8S  a  freehold  that  could  not  be  taken  from  me 
by  any  law  to  which  I  did  not  give  my  own  consent; 
and  where  I  should  never  be  in  danger  of  receiving  my 
rents  in  mixed  copper,  at  tlie  loss  of  sixteen  shillings  iii 
the  pound.     You  can  live  in  ease  and  plenty  at  Pep- 
per-nara,  in  Surrey,  and  therefore  I  thought  it  extrenieiy 
generous  and  public-spirited  in  you  to  be  of  the  king- 
dom s  side  in  tliis  dispute,  by  showing  without  reserve 
your  disapprobation  of  Mr.  Wood's  design  :  at  least  if 
you  have  oeen  so  frank  to  others  as  you  wer«  to  nic 
which  indeed  I  could  not  but  wonder  at,  cotiBideriuj^ 
how  much  we  differ  in  other  points;  aud   therefore 
could  get  but  few  believers  when  I  attempted  to  justify 
you  in  this  article  from  your  own  words. 

I  would  humbly  offer  another  thought,  which  I  do 
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to  have  fUlcn  nnder  the  diapler*t  obaer- 
radoa.  If  these  halfpence  should  once  gain  admit< 
tance,  it  is  agreed  that,  in  no  long  space  of  time,  what 
by  the  cUndectine  practices  of  the  coiner,  what  by  his 
own  ooimterfeita,  and  those  of  othets,  either  from 
abroad  or  at  home,  his  limited  quantity  would  be 
tripled  upon  us,  until  there  would  not  be  a  grain  of 
icofd  or  silver  visible  in  the  nation.  This,  in  my  opinion, 
wuuld  lay  a  heavy  cha^:e  upon  the  crown,  by  creating 
a  necewity  of  transmitting  money  from  England  to 
pay  the  salariea  at  least  of  the  principal  civil  officers ; 
f(ir  I  do  not  conceive  how  a  judge,  for  instance,  could 
sQpport  his  dignity  with  lOOOA  a-year  in  Wood's  coin; 
which  woald  not  intrinsically  be  worth  near  200/.  To 
anrue  that  tiiese  halfpence,  if  no  other  coin  were  cur< 
rrut.  would  answer  the  general  ends  of  commerce 
among  ounelves,  ia  a  great  mistake :  and  the  drapier 
has  made  dtat  matter  too  clear  to  admit  an  answer,  by 
^wing  us  what  every  owner  of  laud  must  be  forced 
to  do  with  the  products  of  it  in  such  a  distress.  You 
may  read  bis  remarks  at  large  in  his  2ud  and  3rd  Let> 
ten,  to  which  I  refer  you. 

Be/ore  I  conclude  I  cannot  but  observe  that  for 
srvexal  months  past  there  have  more  papers  been 
written  in  this  town,  such  as  they  are,  all  upon  the  best 
public  principle,  the  love  of  our  country,  tnan  perhaps 
has  been  ktiown  in  any  other  nation  in  so  short  time 
(I  speak  in  general  from  the  drapier  down  to  the  maker 
uf  ballads),  and  all  without  any  regard  to  the  common 
motives  of  writers,  which  are  profit,  &vour,  and  repu- 
tatiiin.  Aa  to  pofit,  I  am  aasuxed  by  persona  of  credit 
that  the  best  ballad  upon  Mr.  Wood  will  not  yield  above 
^  eruot  to  the  author;  and  the  unfortunate  adventurer 
Harding*  declares  he  never  made  the  drapier  any 
present  except  one  pair  of  scissors.  As  to  fhvour,  who- 
nrer  thinks  to  make  his  court  by  opposing  Mr.  Wood, 
is  not  very  deep  ip  politics.  And  as  to  reputation, 
cTtaifdy  no  man  of  worth  and  learning  would  employ 
^'u  pen  upon  so  transitory  a  subject,  and  in  so  obscure 
a  comer  of  the  world,  to  distmguish  himself  as  an 
aafbor.  So  that  I  look  upon  myself,  the  drapier,  and 
my  nnmcroos  brethren,  to  be  all  true  patriots  in  our 
«e«eal  degrees. 

Ail  that  ttie  public  can  expect  for  the  future  is  only 
to  Ic  sometimes  warned  to  beware  of  Mr.  Wood^s  half* 
pracc,  and  to  be  referred  for  conviction  to  the  drapier*s 
rvaaons.  For  a  man  of  the  most  superior  understand- 
in^  wiU  find  it  impossible  to  make  the  best  use  of  it 
while  be  writes  in  constraiut,  perpetually  softening, 
cdrrcodng.  or  blotting  out  expmsbns,  for  fear  of  bring- 
itifl^  his  printer  or  himself  under  a  prosecution  from  my 
lord  chief-justice  Whitihed.  It  calls  to  my  remem- 
^«aiiop  the  mailman  in  Don  Quixote,  who,  being 
AiKindly  beaten  by  a  weaver  for  letting  a  stone  (which 
he  always  carried  on  his  shoulder)  fall  upon  a  spaniel, 
apprehended  that  every  cur  he  met  was  of  the  same 
rprries. 

For  these  reasons  I  am  convinced  that  what  1  have 
Ui'W  written  will  appear  low  and  insipid,  but  if  it  con- 
tributes in  the  least  to  preserve  that  union  among  us 
Lr  o|»posnig  this  fatal  project  of  Mr.  Wood,  my  pains 
wilt  not  be  altogether  lost. 

I  sent  these  papers  to  an  eminent  lawyer,  (and  yet  a 
man  of  virtue  and  learning  into  the  bargaui,)  who,  after 
many  alterations,  letunied  them  back  with  AMuring 
n*  that  they  are  perfectly  innocent,  without  the  least 
ciiatDre  of  treason,  rebellion,  sedition,  malice,  disaffec- 
txo.  reflection,  or  wicked  insinuation  whatsoever. 

If  the  bdlman  of  each  parish,  as  he  goes  his  circuit, 
vvuld  cry  out  every  night,  **  Past  twelve  o'clock .' — be- 
vaie  of  Wood  s  halfpence  P  it  would  probably  cut  off 
the  oceasioa  for  publishing  any  more  pamphlets ;  pro^ 
Tided  tbftt  in  couutiy -towns  it  were  done  upon  market- 
*  Tlw  printer  of  Ifae  Drapiei's  Letters. 


days.  For  my  own  part,  at  soon  at  it  ihall  be  deter- 
mined that  it  is  not  against  law,  I  will  begin  the  ex- 
periment in  the  liberty  of  St  Patrick's ;  and  hope  mv 
example  may  be  followed  in  the  whole  city.  But  if 
authority  shall  think  fit  to  forbid  all  writings  or  dis- 
courses upon  this  subject,  except  such  as  are  in  favour  of 
Mr.  Wood,  I  will  obey  as  it  becomes  me ;  only,  when 
I  am  in  danger  of  bursting,  I  will  go  and  whisper 
among  the  reieds,  not  any  r^ectlon  upon  the  wisdom 
of  my  countrymen,  but  only  these  few  words — 

BKW ARK  OF  WOOD'S  HALFPENCE ! 
I  am,  with  due  respect,  your  most  obedient  hut^ble 
•ervant,        J.  S. 

LETTER  THE  SEVENTH. 
AN   HUMBLE  ADDRESS  TO   BOTH   HOUSES  OF 

PARLIAMENT.' 
Br  M.  B..  DRAPIER. 

"  Multa  ]^inens  plagaique  iuperbi 
Victoris  " 


I  HAVE  been  told  that  petitions  and  addresses  to  either 
king  or  parliament  are  the  right  of  every  subject,  pro- 
vided they  consist  with  that  respect  which  is  due  to 
princes  and  great  assemblies.  Neither  do  I  remember 
that  the  modest  proposals  or  opinions  of  private  men 
have  been  ill  received,  when  they  have  not  been  de- 
livered in  the  style  of  advice ;  which  is  a  presumption 
far  from  my  thoughts.  However,  if  proposals  should 
be  looked  upon  as  too  assuming,  yet  I  hope  every  man 
may  be  sulfered  to  declare  his  own  and  the  nation's 
wishes.  For  instance,  I  may  be  allowed  to  wish  that 
some  further  laws  were  enacted  for  the  advancement  of 
trade;  for  the  improvement  of  agriculture,  now 
strangely  neglected,  against  the  maxims  of  all  wise 
nations ;  for  supplying  the  manifest  defects  in  the  acts 
concerning  the  plantation  of  trees ;  for  setting  the  poor 
to  work ;  and  many  others. 

Upon  this  principle  I  may  venture  to  affirm  it  is  the 
hearty  wish  of  the  whole  nation,  very  few  excepted, 
that  the  parliament,  in  this  session,  would  begin  by 
strictly  examining  into  the  detestable  fraud  of  one 
William  Wood,  now  or  late  of  liondon,  hardwareman, 
who  illegally  and  clandestinely,  as  appears  by  your 
o«m  votes  and  addresses,  procured  a  patent  in  England 
for  coining  halfpence  in  that  kingdom  to  he  current 
here.  Thu  I  say  is  the  wish  of  the  whole  nation,  very 
few  excepted,  and  upon  account  of  those  few  is  more 
strongly  and  justly  the  wish  of  the  rest ;  those  few  con- 
sisting either  of  Wood's  confederates,  some  obscure 
tradesmen,  or  certain  bold  UNDERTAKERS  of  weak 
judgment  and  strong  ambition,  who  think  to  find  their 
accounts  in  the  ruin  of  the  nation  by  securing  or  ad- 
vancing themselves.  And  because  such  men  proceed 
upon  a  system  of  politics  to  which  I  would  fain  hope 
you  will  be  always  utter  strangers,  I  shall  humbly  lay 
it  before  you. 

Be  pleased  to  suppose  me  in  a  stati(»i  of  IdOO/.  a- 
year,  salary  and  perquisites,  and  likewise  possessed  of 
800/.  a-year  real  estate.  Then  suppose  a  destructive 
project  to  be  set  on  foot — such  for  instance  as  this  of 
Wood — which,  if  it  succeed  in  all  the  consequences 
naturally  to  be  expected  from  it,  must  sink  the  rents 
and  weuth  of  the  kingdom  one  half,  although  I  am 
confident  it  would  have  done  so  five-sixths :  suppose  I 
conceive  that  the  counteuancing  or  privately  support- 
ing this  project  will  please  those  by  whom  I  expect  to 
be  preserved  or  higher  exalted;  nothing  then  remains 
but  to  compute  and  balance  my  gain  and  my  loss,  and 
sum  up  the  whole.    I  suppose  that  I  shall  keep  my 

•  Tikis  address  is  wiUiout  a  dale ;  but  it  appears  lo  iMve 
been  wriiieo  durinz  the  first  sessloD  in  loid  Ovteret's  govern- 
ment.  though  it  did  not  appear  till  it  was  loMited.  with  the 
preceding  Letter,  in  the  Dublin  edition  of  1736. 
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employment  ten  years,  not  to  mention  the  fair  chance 
of  a  better.  This,  at  1500/.  a-year,  amotttita  in  ten 
yrars  to  15,000/.  My  estate,  by  the  aucceas  of  the 
said  project,  sinks  400/.  a-year;  which,  at  30  yeait' 
purchase,  is  bat  8000/. ;  so  that  I  am  clear  gainer  of 
7000/.  upon  the  balance.  And  during  all  that  period 
I  am  poesessed  of  power  and  credit,  can  grati^  my 
faTOmites,  and  take  vengeance  on  my  enemies.  And 
if  tiie  project  miscarry,  my  private  merit  is  still  entire. 
This  arithmetic,  as  horrible  as  it  appears,  I  knowingly 
affirm  to  have  been  practised  and  applied  in  conjunct 
hires  whereon  depenaed  the  ruin  or  safety  of  a  nation ; 
although  probably  the  charity  and  virtue  of  a  senate 
will  hardly  be  induced  to  believe  that  there  can  be 
such  monsters  among  mankind.  And  yet  the  wise 
lord  Bacon  mentions  a  sort  of  people  (1  donfat  the  race 
is  not  yet  extinct)  who  would  ''set  a  house  on  fire  for 
the  convenience  of  roasting  their  own  eggs  at  the  flame.'* 

But  whoever  is  old  enough  to  remember,  and  has 
turned  his  thoughts  to  observe,  the  course  of  public 
affairs  in  this  kingdom  from  the  time  of  the  Revolution, 
must  acknowledge  that  the  highest  points  of  interest 
and  liberty  have  been  often  sacrificed  to  the  avarice 
and  ambition  of  particular  persons,  upon  Ute  very  prin- 
ciples and  arithmetic  that  I  have  supposed.  The  only 
wonder  is,  how  these  artists  were  able  to  prevail  upon 
numbers,  and  influence  even  public  assemblies,  to  be- 
come instruments  for  effecting  their  execrable  designs. 

It  is,  I  think,  in  all  conscience,  latitnde  enough  for 
vice  if  a  man  in  station  be  allowed  to  act  injustice 
upon  the  usual  principles  of  getting  a  bribe,  wreaking 
his  malice,  servmg  his  party,  or  consulting  his  prefer- 
ment, while  his  wickedness  terminates  in  the  ruin  only 
of  particular  persons;  but  to  deliver  up  our  whole 
country,  and  every  living  soul  who  inhabits  it,  to  eer^ 
tain  destruction,  has  not,  as  I  remember,  been  permitted 
by  tiie  most  favourable  casuists  on  the  side  of  ournip- 
tion.  It  were  far  better  that  all  who  have  had  toe 
misfortune  to  be  bom  in  this  kingdom  should  be  ren- 
dered incapable  of  holding  any  employment  whatso- 
ever above  the  degree  of  a  constable,  (according  to  the 
sdieme  and  intention  of  a  great  minister,*  gone  to  Ais 
own  place,)  than  to  live  under  the  daily  apprehension 
of  a  few  false  brethren  among  ourselves;  because  in  the 
former  case  we  should  be  wholly  ftee  from  the  danger 
of  being  betrayed, — since  none  could  then  have  impu- 
dence enough  to  pretend  any  public  good. 

It  is  true  that,  in  this  desperate  affair  of  the  new 
half^Mnce,  I  have  not  heard  of  any  man  above  my  own 
degnpe  of  a  shopkeeper  to  have  bmn  hitherto  so  bold  as, 
in  direct  terms,  to  vindicate  the  fatal  project;  although 
I  have  been  told  of  some  very  mollifying  expressions 
which  were  used,  and  very  gentle  expedients  proposed 
and  handed  about,  when  it  first  came  under  debate; 
but  since  the  eyes  of  the  people  have  been  so  far  opened 
that  the  most  ignorant  can  plainly  see  their  own  ruin 
in  the  success  of  Wood's  attempt,  these  grand  com- 
pounders have  been  more  cautious. 

But  that  the  same  spirit  still  snbsisti  has  manifestly 
appeared,  (among  other  instances  of  great  compliance,) 
from  ceitain  circumstances  that  have  attended  some 
late  proceedings  in  a  court  of  judicature.  There  is 
not  any  commonplace  more  frequendy  insisted  on  by 
those  who  treat  of  our  constitution  than  the  great  hap- 
piness and  excellency  of  trials  by  juries;  yet,  if  this 
blessed  part  of  our  law  be  eludible  at  pleasure,  by  the 
force  of  power,  frowns,  and  artifice,  we  shall  have  litde 
reason  to  boast  of  our  advantage  in  this  particular  over 
other  states  or  kingdoms  in  Europe.  And  surely  these 
high  proceedings,  exercised  in  a  point  that  so  nearly 
concerned  the  life-blood  of  the  people,  their  necessary 
subsistence,  their  very  food  ana  raiment,  and  even  the 
public  petce^  will  not  allow  any  fkvoniable  ^jpeur- 
•  The  tt\  of  Baodsrltttd. 


anoe;  because  it  was  obvioot  thai  so  much  super* 
abundant  seal  eould  have  no  other  design,  or  produce 
any  other  efi^t,  than  to  damp  that  spirit  raised  in  the 
nation  against  this  accursed  scheme  of  William  Wood 
and  his  abettors^-^to  which  spirit  alone  we  owe,  and 
for  ever  most  owe,' our  being  hitherto  preserved,  and 
our  hopes  of  being  preserved  for  the  future,  if  it  can  be 
kept  up  and  strongly  countenanced  by  your  wise  as- 
semblies. I  wish  I  could  account  for  such  a  de- 
meanour upon  a  more  charitable  fouodataoa  than  that 
of  putting  our  interest  in  over  balance  with  the  ruin  of 
our  country. 

I  remember  seme  months  ago,  when  this  affair  was 
fresh  in  disooarse^  a  person  nearly  allied  to  SOME- 
BODY, or  (as  the  hawken  called  him)  NOBODY, 
who  was  thought  deeply  concerned,  went  about  very 
diligently  among  his  aoquaintance  to  show  the  bad 
censequencev  that  might  follow  from  any  public  resent- 
ment to  the  disadvantage  of  his  ally  Mr.  Wood,  princi- 
pally alk^ng  the  danger  of  all  employments  being 
dispiiised  of  from  England.  One  of  these  emisiaries 
came  to  me  and  umd  the  same  topic.  I  answered 
naturally,  **  that  I  knew  diere  was  no  otRcm  of  any 
kind  which  a  man  from  England  migfat  not  have  if  he 
thought  it  worth  his  asking ;  and  that  I  looked  upon  all 
who  had  the  disadvantage  of  being  bom  here  as  only 
in  the  conditions  of  leasers  and  gleaners/*  Neither 
could  I  forbear  mentioning  the  known  &ble  of  "  the 
countryman  who  entreated  his  ass  to  fly,  for  fear  of 
being  taken  by  the  enemy;  bat  the  ass  refused  to  give 
himself  that  trouble,  and  upon  a  very  wise  reason — be- 
cause he  could  not  possibly  change  his  present  master 
for  a  worae;  the  enemy  could  not  make  him  fare 
liarder,  beat  him  mora  cnielly,  .or  load  him  with 
heavier  burdens.** 

Upon  these  and  many  other  considewtions,  I  may 
affirm  it  to  be  the  wish  of  the  whole  nation  that  the 
power  and  privileges  of  juries  wene  declared,  asosr- 
tained,  and  confirmed  by  the  legislature,  and  that  who- 
ever has  been  manifestly  known  to  violate  them  migfat  be 
stigmatiied  by  public  censure ;  not  from  any  hope  that 
sndi  a  censure  will  amend  their  practioes  or  hurt  tlteir 
interest  (for  it  may  probably  operate  quite  contrary  in 
both),  but  that  the  nation  may  know  their  enemies 
from  their  (Hends. 

I  say  not  this  with  any  regard  or  view  to  myself,  for 
I  unite  in  grofit  seourity,  and  am  resolved  tliat  none 
shall  merit  at  my  expense,  further  than  by  showing  their 
zeal  to  discover,  prosecute,  and  condemn  me,  for  endes' 
vouring  to  do  my  duty  in  serving  ray  country ;  and 
yet  I  am  conscious  to  myself  that  I  never  had  the 
least  intention  to  reflect  on  his  majesty  a  ministers,  nor 
any  other  person  exoept  William  Wood,  whom  I  neither 
did,  nor  do  yet,  conceive  to  be  of  that  number.  How- 
ever, some  would  have  it  that  I  went  too  far;  but  I 
suppose  they  will  now  allow  themselves  mistaken.  I 
am  sure  I  might  easily  have  gone  farther,  and  I  think 
I  could  not  easily  have  fared  worse.  And,  therefoie, 
I  was  no  farther  affected  with  their  proclamation  and 
subsequent  proceedings  dian  a  good  clergyman  is  with 
die  sins  of  the  people.  And  as  to  the  poor  printer,  be 
is  now  gone  to  appear  before  a  highor  and  before  a 
righteous  tribunal. 

As  my  intention  is  only  to  lay  before  your  great  as- 
semblies the  general  wishes  of  the  nation,  and  as  I  have 
already  declared  it  our  principal  wish  that  your  first 
proceeding  would  be  to  examine  into  the  pernicious 
fraud  of  William  Wood,  so  I  must  add,  as  the  uni- 
versal opinion,  that  all  schemes  of  commutation,  com- 
position, and  the  like  expedients,  either  avowed  or  im- 
plied, will  be  of  die  most  pernicious  consequences  to 
the  public, — against  the  dignity  of  a  free  kingdom, — 
and  prove  an  eneonngemcnt  to  future  adventurers  in 
the  same  destructiTe  projects.     For  it   ic  a  maxim 
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wbWA  no  aui  At^ntrnt  dicpatci,  tbat  mem  a  connW- 
Mote  to  afdmit  10061.  in  tbese  halfprace,  will  produce, 
ID  time,  tbeiuii«  rainotit  •ficcte  a*  if  we  opntly  eon- 
■euml  to  aifasit  1,000,000.  It  wen,  tbeiefoie,  infinitely 
moTP  mfe  and  eligiUe  to  leave  things  in  the  doubt- 
ful. nelaDcfaoly  etate  they  are  at  pesent  (which,  how- 
ever. Gad  forbid!)^  and  trust  entirely  to  the  general 
aversioo  of  oor  pec^ple  againet  diii  coin,  using  all  hoaeet 
endcBToius  to  preteire,  continue,  and  increase  that 
aTcnion,  tfaaar*  sabnut  to  apply  those  palliatives  whioh 
weak,  perfidioiu,  or  abject  politiciaBS  are,  upon  all 
occaiioiis  and  in  all  diseases,  ao  ready  to  administer. 

In  rbe  small  cpnorpass  of  my  mading  (which  however 
has  beetk  mora  cxtoisive  than  is  usual  to  men  of  my  in- 
ferior ca&iugf)  I  have  observed  that  grievances  have 
always  piaeeded  euppliesi  And  if  ever  grievances  had 
a  title  to  soch  pte-eminence,  it  must  be  this  of  Wood ; 
beia^ae  it  is  not  eoly  the  greatest  grievance  diat  any 
coQtitry  cooki  fulTer,  but  a  grievance  of  nich  a  kind 
that,  if  ItsfaoaU  taka  eflbct,  would  make  it  impossible 
for  ns  to  give  any  supplies  at  all,  except  in  adulterate 
edvper?  mlaa  a  tax  were  laid  for  paying  the  civil  and 
mustarr  Jiffs  and  tiie  large  pensions  with  xeal-comuMK 
dities  iiMtaad  ef  nsoey.  Which  however  might  be 
liable  ta  soma  fam  ofageotiona,  as  well  as  difficulties ; 
fiir  altboogh  the  onmnon  siddiers  might  be  content 
with  beeC  and  mottoit,  and  wool,  and  midt,  and  leathor, 
jrt  I  am  in  aooie  danbt  as  to  the  generals,  the  colonels, 
theuqaMrouspaniioBeta,  theoivil  offioeis,  and  otben,  who 
all  live  in  Bi^gland  upon  Iriab  pay,  as  well  as  those  few 
n  bi>  reside  amoB^  us  only  because  they  cannot  help  it. 
Tlicfla  ia  eoe  particular  which,  although  I  have  men* 
^c2Md  more  than  once  in  some  of  my  former  papers,  yet 
I  eaniiot  Ibvbear  to  vepeat,  and  a  little  enlarge  upop  it; 
becanse  I  do  not  rcmembor  to  have  read  or  heard  of  the 
like  in  dhe  history  ef  any  age  or  oountay,  neither  do  I 
ev<v  reflect  upon  it  without  the  utmost  astonishment. 

After  the  nnanimoBS  addnuscs  to  his  sacrsd  aoMesty, 
agasnal  the  patent  of  Wood,  from  both  houses  of  par- 
liaasent,  which  are  the  three  estates  of  the  kingdom, 
and  Hkewiac  an  address  from  die  privy-council,  to  whom, 
nuds  the  chief  gevemora,  the  whole  administmtion  is 
iutrasied,  the  matter  is  referred  to  a  committee  of 
cxrancS  in  London.  Wood  and  his  adherents  are  heard 
on  oae  side,  and  a  few  volunteers,  without  any  trust  or 
diractian  from  faeoee,  on  the  other.  The  question,  as  I 
renrmbsr,  cUeAy  turned  upon  the  want  of  halfpence 
in  fivisssd.  Witnesses  are  called  on  the  behalf  of 
Wood,  of  what  credit  I  have  formerly  shown.  Upon 
the  issue,  the  patent  is  found  good  and  legal ;  all  his 
ra^esty*s  cffeina  here  (not  excepting  the  military) 
coeunanded  to  be  aiding  and  assisting  to  make  it 
efleetual;  die  addivases  of  both  houses  of  parliamoit, 
oi  the  privy-eooncil,  and  of  the  city  of  Dublin,  the  de- 
clarations ef  mast  oonnties  and  corporations  through 
the  kingdom,  are  altogether  laid  aside  as  of  no  weight, 
cnwHpaenee,  or  consideration  whatsoever ;  and  the  whole 
iiocdom  of  Ireland  nonsuited  in  defimltof  appearance, 
a»  if  it  were  a  private  cause  between  John  Doe,  plain- 
trS,  and  William  Roe,  defendant. 

Widi  great  reepeei  to  those  honourable  penons,  the 
comadttee  of  eoancil  in  London,  I  have  not  understood 
tWn  to  be  oar  governors,  councillors,  ot  judges.  Nei- 
ther did  ear  case  turn  at  all  upon  the  question  whether 
liHaad  wanted  halftience  or  no  9  For  there  is  no  doubt 
Utt  ve  do  want  both  halfpmce,  gold,  and  silver ;  and 
«e  kave  msmbcrlcas  other  wants,  and  some  that  we  are 
art  •»  Bocli  as  allowed  to  name,  although  they  axe  pe- 
nibsr  to  diie  notion ;  to  which  no  other  is  subject  whom 
God  htt  bkaaed  with  religion  and  laws,  or  any  degree 
of  sod  and  r"t'''"*' ;  but  for  what  demerits  on  our  side, 
I  am  aHogeths  in  the  dark. 

But  I  do  not  remember  that  our  want  of  halfpence 
am  citbiK  a&mwd  or  dnicd  in  any  of  our  addresses  or 


declarations  against  those  of  Wood.  We  alleged  the 
fraudulent  obtaining  and  executing  of  his  patent;  the 
baseness  of  his  metsJ,  and  the  prodigious  sum  to  be 
coined,  which  might  be  incroued  by  stealth  from  foreign 
importation 'and  his  own  counterfeits,  as  well  as  those  at 
home;  whereby  we  must  infallibly  lose  all  our  little 
gold  and  silver,  and  all  our  poor  remainder  of  a  very 
limited  and  discouraged  trade.  We  urged  tbat  tlie 
patent  was  passed  without  the  least  reference  hither, 
and  without  mention  of  any  security  given  by  Wood 
to  receive  his  own  halfpence  upon  demand ;  both  which 
are  contrary  to  all  former  proceedings  in  the  like  cases. 
These  and  many  other  argiunents  we  offered,  but  still 
the  patent  went  on ;  and  at  this  day  our  ruin  would 
have  been  half  completed  if  God  in  bis  mercy  had  not 
raised  a  universal  detestation  of  these  halfpence  in  the 
whole  kingdom,  with  a  firm  resolution  never  to  receive 
them ;  since  we  are  not  under  obligations  to  do  so  by  any 
law,  either  human  or  divine. 

But  in  the  name  of  God  and  of  all  justice  and  piety, 
when  the  king*s  majesty  was  pleased  tbat  this  patent 
should  pass^  is  it  not  to  be  understood  that  be  conceived, 
believed,  and  intended  it  as  a  gracious  act  for  the  good 
and  benefit  of  his  subject^  for  the  advantage  of  a  great 
and  fruitful  kingdom ;  of  the  most  loyal  kingdom  upon 
earth,  where  no  band  or  voice  was  ever  lifted  up  against 
him;  a  kingdom  where  the  jossage  is  not  of  three 
houB  from  Britain,  and  a  kingdom  where  papists  have 
less  power  and  less  land  than  in  England?  Can  it 
be  denied  or  doubted  that  his  majesty  s  ministers  un- 
derstood and  proposed  the  same  end,  the  good  of  this 
nation,  when  they  advised  the  passing  of  this  patent! 
Can  the  person  of  Wood  be  otherwise  regarded  than  as 
the  instrument,  the  mechanic,  the  bead-workman,  to 

frepare  his  furnacei,  his  fuel,  bis  metal,  and  bis  stamps  9 
f  1  employ  a  shoe-boy,  is  it  in  view  to  bis  advantage, 
or  to  my  own  convenience?  I  mention  the  person  of 
William  Wood  alone,  because  no  other  appears ;  and 
we  are  not  to  reason  upon  surmises,  neither  would  it 
avail  if  they  bad  a  real  foundation. 

Allowing  therefore  (for  we  cannot  do  less)  tbat  this 

Eatent  for  the  coining  of  halfpence  was  wholly  intended 
y  a  gracious  king  and  a  wise  public-spirited  ministry 
for  the  advantage  of  Ireland,  yet  when  the  whole  king- 
dom to  a  man,  for  whose  good  the  patent  was  design^, 
do,  upon  maturest  consideration,  universally  join  in 
openly  declaring,  protesting,  addressing,  petitioning 
against  tbese  halfpence,  as  die  most  ruinous  project 
tbat  ever  was  set  on  foot  to  complete  the  slavery  and 
destruction  of  a  poor  innocent  country ;  is  it,  was  it, 
can  it,  or  will  it  ever  be  a  question,  not,,  whether  such 
a  kingdom,  or  W^illiam  Wood,  should  be  a  gainer ;  but 
whether  such  a  kingdom  should  be  wholly  undone,  de- 
stroyed, sunk,  depopulated,  made  a  scene  of  misery  and 
desolation,  for  the  sake  of  WiUiam  Wood  9  God  of  bis 
infinite  mercy  avert  this  dreadful  judgment!  And  it  is 
our  universal  wish  that  God  would  put  it  into  your 
hearts  to  be  his  instruments  for  so  good  a  work. 

For  my  own  part,  who  am  but  one  roan  of  obscure 
condition,  I  do  solemnly  declare,  in  the  presence  of 
Almighty  God,  that  I  will  sufler  the  most  ignominious 
and  torturing  death,  rather  than  submit  to  receive  this 
accuned  coin,  or  any  other  tbat  shall  be  liable  to  tbese 
objections,  until  they  shall  be  forced  upon  me  by  a 
law  of  my  own  country ;  and  if  tbat  shall  ever  happen, 
I  will  transport  myself  into  some  foreign  land,  and  eat 
the  bread  of  poverty  among  a  free  people. 

Am  I  Ugfldly  punishable  for  tbese  expressions?  shall 
another  proclamation  issue  against  me  because  I  pre- 
sume to  take  my  country's  part  against  William 
Wood  where  her  final  destruction  is  intended?  But 
whenever  you  shall  please  to  impose  silence  upon  me  1 
will  submit,  because  I  look  upon  your  unanimous 
Toice  to  be  the  voice  of  the  nation ;  and  this  I  have 
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been  taught  and  do  helieve  to  be  in  some  manner  the 
Toice  of  God. 

The  great  ignominy  of  a  whole  kingdom  lying  so 
long  at  mercy  under  so  vile  an  adversary  is  such  a  de- 
plorable  aggmvation,  that  the  utmost  expressions  of 
shame  and  rage  are  too  low  to  set  it  forth ;  and  there- 
fore I  shall  leave  it  to  receive  such  a  resentment  as  is 
worthy  of  a  parliament. 

It  is  likewise  our  universal  wish  that  his  majesty 
should  grant  liberty  to  coin  half^nce  in  this  kingdom 
for  our  own  use,  under  such  restriction  as  a  parliament 
here  sliall  advise ;  since  the  power  of  coining  even  gold 
and  silver  is  possessed  by  every  petty  prince  abroad, 
and  was  always  practised  by  Scotland  to  the  very  time 
of  the  Union ;  yet  surely  Scotland,  as  to  soil,  climate, 
and  extent,  is  not  in  itself  the  fourth  part  the  value  of 
Ireland,  for  bishop  Burnet  says,  **  it  is  not  above  the 
fortietli  part  in  value  to  the  rest  of  Britain ;""  and  with 
respect  to  the  profit  that  England  gains  from  hence, 
not  the  forty  thousandth  part.  Although  I  must  con- 
fess that  a  mote  in  the  eye  or  a  thorn  in  the  side  is  more 
dangerous  and  painful  than  a  beam  or  spike  at  a  dis- 
tance. 

The  histories  of  England  and  of  most  other  coun- 
tries abound  in  relating  the  miserable,  and  sometimes 
the  most  tragical,  effects  from  the  abuses  of  coin  by 
debasing  the  metal,  by  lessening  or  enhancing  &e  value 
upon  occasions  to  the  public  loss;  of  which  we  have 
an  example  within  our  own  memory  in  England,  and 
another  very  lately  in  France.  It  is  the  tenderest  point 
of  government,  affecting  cyery  individual  in  the  highest 
degree.  When  the  value  of  money  is  arbitrary  or  un- 
settled, no  man  con  well  be  said  t^  have  any  property 
at  all ;  nor  is  any  wound  so  suddenly  felt,  so  hardly 
cured,  or  that  leaves  such  deep  and  lasting  scars  behind. 
I  conceive  this  poor  unhappy  island  to  have  a  title 
to  some  indulgence  from  England,  not  only  upon  the 
score  of  Christianity,  natural  equity,  and  the  general 
rights  of  mankind,  but  chiefly  on  account  of  that  im- 
mense profit  they  receive  from  us ;  without  which  that 
kingdom  would  make  a  very  different  figure  in  Europe 
from  what  it  does  at  present. 

The  rents  of  land  in  Ireland,  since  they  have  been 
of  late  so  enormously  raised  and  screwed  up,  may  be 
computed  to  about  two  millions;  whereof^ one-third 
part  at  least  is  directly  transmitted  to  those  who  are 
perpetual  absentees  in  England,  as  I  find  by  a  com- 
putation made  with  the  assistance  of  several  skilful 
gentlemen. 

The  other  articles,  by  which  we  are  altogether  losers, 
and  England  a  gainer,  we  found  to  amount  to  almost 
as  much  more. 

I  will  only  set  down  as  many  heads  of  them  as  I  can 
remember,  and  leave  them  to  the  consideration  of  those 
who  understand  accounts  better  than  I  pretend  to  do : — 
The  occasional  absentees  for  business,  health,  or  diver- 
sion. 

Three-fourths  of  the  revenue  of  the  chief  governor 
during  his  absence,  which  is  usually  four-fifths  of  his 
government. 
The  whole  revenue  of  the  ^t-office: 
The  numerous  pensions  paid  to  persons  in  England. 
The  pay  of  the  chief  officers  of  the  army  absent  in 
England,  which  is  a  great  sum. 

Four  commissioners  of  the  revenue  always  absent. 
Civil  employments  very  numerous,  and  of  great  in- 
come. 

The  vast  charge  of  appeals  to  the  house  of  lords  and 

to  the  court  of  delegates. 

Students  at  the  inns  of  court  and  the  two  universities. 

Eighty  thousand  pounds  sent  yearly  to  England  for 

coalsy  whereof  the  prime  cost  is  nothing,  and  therefore 

the  profit  wholly  theirs. 

One  hundred  thousand  poo  ids  paid  several  yean 


past  for  com  sent  over  hither  from  England,  the  efiect 
of  our  own  great  wisdom  in  discoursing  agriculture. 

The  kind  liberty  granted  us  of  wearing  Indian  stuffs 
and  calicoes  to  gratify  the  vanity  and  folly  of  our 
women,  which,  besides  the  profit  to  England,  is  an  in- 
conceivable loss  to  us,  forcing  the  weavers  to  beg  in 
our  streets,  or  transport  themselves  to  foreign  countries. 
The  prodigious  loss  to  ut,  and  gain  to  England,  by 
selling  them  all  our  wool  at  their  own  rates,  whereot 
the  manufacture  exceeds  above  ten  timei  the  prime 
cost;  a  proceeding  without  example  in  the  christian 
or  heathen  world. 

Our  own  wool  relumed  upon  us  in  English  manufac- 
tures, to  our  infinite  shame  and  damage,  and  the  great 
advantage  of  England. 

The  full  profit  of  all  mines  accruing  to  England^  an 
effect  of  great  negligence  and  stupidity. 

An  affectation  among  us  of  liking  all  kind  of  goods 
made  in  England. 

These,  and  many  other  articles  which  I  cannot  re- 
collect at  present,  are  agreed  by  judicious  men  to 
amount  to  near  700,000/.  per  annum  clear  profit  to 
England;  and,  upon  the  whole,  let  any  man  look  into 
those  authors  who  write  upon  the  subject  of  commerce, 
he  shall  find  that  there  is  not  one  single  article  in  the 
essentials  or  circumstances  of  trade,  whereby  a  country 
can  be  a  loser,  which  we  do  not  possess  in  the  highest 
perfection;  somewhat  in  every  particular  that  bears  a 
Kind  of  analogy  to  William  Wood;  and  now  the 
branches  are  all  cut  off',  he  stands  r^dy  with  his  axe  at 
the  root. 

Upon  this  subject  of  perpetual  absentees  I  have  spent 
some  time  in  very  insignificant  reflections;  and,  con- 
siderir^  the  usual  motives  of  human  actions,  which  are 
pleasure,  profit,  and  ambition,  I  cannot  yet  comprehend 
now  those  persons  find  their  account  in  any  of  the  three. 
I  speak  not  of  those  English  peers  or  gentlemen  who, 
besides  their  estates  at  home,  have  possessions  here,  for 
in  that  case  tiie  matter  is  desperate ;  but  I  mean  those 
lords  and  wealthy  knights  or  squires,  whose  birth,  and 
partly  their  education,  and  all  their  fortune  (except 
some  trifle,  and  diat  in  a  very  few  instances),  are  in 
this  kingdom.    I  knew  many  of  them  well  enough 
during  several  years  when  I  resided  in  England,  and 
truly  I  could  not  discover  tbat  the  figure  they  made 
was  by  any  means  a  subject  for  envy,  at  least  it  ga%'e 
me  two  very  different  passions.    For,  excepting  the 
advantage  of  going  now  and  then  to  an  opera,  or  some- 
times appearing  behind  a  crowd  at  court,  or  adding  to 
the  ring  of  coaches  at  Hyde  Park,  or  losing  Aeir  money 
at  the  chocolate-house,  or  getting  news,  votes,  and 
minutes  about  five  days  before  us  in  Dublin ;  I  say 
besides  these,  and  a  few  other  privileges  of  less  import- 
ance, ^eir  temptations  to  live  in  London  were  beyond 
my  knowledge  or  conception.     And  I  used  to  wonder 
how  a  man  of  birth  and  spirit  could  endure  to  be 
wholly  insignificant  and  objure  in  a  foreign  country, 
when  he  might  live  with  lustre  in  his  own,  and  even 
at  less  than  half  that  expense  which  he  strains  himself 
to  make  wi&out  obtaining  any  one  end,  except  that 
which  happened  to  the  frog  when  he  would  needs  con- 
tend for  size  with  the  ox.     I  have  been  told  by  scholars 
that  Csesar  said  he  would  rather  be  the  first  roan  in 
I  know  not  what  village  than  the  second  in  Rome. 
This  i)erhaps  was  a  thought  only  fit  for.Csesar  :  but  to 
be  preceded  by  thousands  and  neglected  by  millions; 
to  be  wholly  without  power,  figure,  influence,  honour, 
credit,  or  distinction,  is  not,  in  my  poor  opinion,  a  ver)* 
amiable  situation  of  lifb  to  a  person  of  title  or  weoltli, 
who  can  so  cheaply  and  easily  shine  in  his  native 
country. 

But  besides  the  depopulating  of  the  kingdom,  tearing 
so  many  parts  of  it  wild  and  uncultivated,  the  ruin  of 
so  many  country-seats  and  plantaticns,  the  cutting 
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domi  oT  all  the  woods  to  supply  expenses  in  England, 
the  absence  of  so  many  noble  and  wealthy  persons  has 
^ifrru  thr  cause  of  another  fatal  conMouence  which  few 
\*.  rliap»  have  lieen  aware  of.  For  if  that  very  consider- 
aijr'  uurnber  of  lords  who  possess  the  amplest  furtuues 
Ltt  had  been  content  to  lire  at  home  and  attend  the 
jiff^ln  of  their  own  country  in  parliament,  the  weight, 
reputation,  and  dignity  thereby  added  to  that  noble 
^11  iise  would  in  all  human  probability  have  prevented 
( rrtiin  proc«iedlngs  which  are  now  ever  to  be  lamented, 
tx^aute  they  never  can  be  remedied;  and  we  might 
hare  then  decided  our  own  properties  among  ourselves 
« itbout  being  forced  to  travel  five  hundred  miles  by  sea 
and  land  to  another  kingdom  for  justice,  to  our  infinite 
fx^iense,  vexation,  and  trouble;  which  is  a  mark  of 
t<  TTitude  without  example  from  the  practice  of  any  age 
<tf  nation  in  the  world. 

I  have  Bomedoies  wondered  upon  what  motives  the 
peerage  of  England  were  so  desirous  to  determine  our 
routruversies  because  I  have  been  assured  and  partly 
know  that  the  frequent  appeals  from  hence  have  been 
rrrr  lri.9ome  to  that  illustrious  body ;  and  whoever  has 
imjucnted  the  painted  chamber  and  courts  of  requests 
Tnu»t  have  observed  that  they  are  never  so  uobly  tilled 
as  vbeu  an  Irish  appeal  is  under  debate. 

The  peen  of  Scutland,  who  are  very  numerous,  were 
'^•iiteot  to  reside  in  their  castles  and  houses  in  that 
Mrak  and  barren  climate ;  and  although  some  of  them 
made  frequent  journeys  to  Loudon,  yet  I  do  not  remem- 
Vr  any  of  their  greatest  families  till  very  lately  to  have 
*v.atie  England  their  constant  habitation  before  the 
ruuni;  ur  if  they  did,  I  am  sure  it  was  generally  to 
Mir'u  own  advantage,  and  whatever  they  got  was  em* 
pky^d  to  cultivate  and  increase  their  own  estates ;  and 
t  y  dial  means  enrich  themselves  and  their  country. 

Sm  to  the  great  number  of  rich  absentees  mider  the 
dtf^jree  of  peeo,  what  particular  ill  effects  their  absence 
uuy  have  apon  this  kingdom  beside  those  already 
*i.(iitioned  maj  perhaps  he  too  tender  a  point  for  me 
to  touch.  But  whether  those  who  live  in  another 
Itrt^dum  upon  great  estates  here,  and  have  lost  all 
rr^Ard  to  their  own  country,  further  than  upon  account 
of  tltc  rrrcsmes  they  receive  from  it;  I  say,  whether 
iocfa  peraons  naj  not  be  prevailed  on  to  recommend 
utbi»x3  Ut  vacaut  seats  who  have  no  interest  here  except 
s  f  recaiioos  employment,  aiid  consequently  can  Iiave 
iiL»  view*  but  to  preserve  what  they  have  got,  or  to  be 
higher  advanced}  this  I  am  sure  is  a  very  melancholy 
i^uestitA,  if  it  be  a  question  at  all. 

But  besi<ie»  the  prodigious  profit  which  England  re- 
m\t»  by  tiw  trausmitt^  thither  of  two-thirds  of  the 
r^«xues  of  this  old  kingdom,  it  has  another  mighty 
a'iiontage  by  maJung  our  country  a  receptacle  wherein 
tu  «lijburdeo  themselves  of  their  supernumerary  nre- 
tt-M-ien  to  offices,  persons  of  second-rate  merit  in  toeir 
*  V 1  country,  who,  like  birds  of  passage,  most  of  them 
L.j:f  e  axA  &tt€a  here,  and  fly  off  when  their  credit  and 
r-upluymenta  are  at  an  cnd«  So  that  Ireland  may  j  ustly 
%*/  «hat  Luther  said  of  himself,  POOR  Ireland  makes 
many  rich! 

If  amid  all  our  difficulties  I  should  venture  to  assert 
t:ui  we  have  one  great  advantage,  provided  we  could 
ubprwe  it  as  we  ought,  I  believe  most  of  my  readers 
vould  be  long  in  conjecturing  what  possible  advantage 
('.Aild  ever  ikU  to  our  share.  However  it  is  certain  that 
•11  d»  regular  seeds  of  party  and  faction  among  us  are 
tulaXf  rooted  out ;  and  if  any  new  ones  shall  spring 
ip  tbry  nxoai  be  of  equivocal  generation,  without  any 
«vrd  St  all ;  and  will  be  justly  imputed  to  a  degree  of 
i^Qpidity  beyond  even  whiat  we  have  been  ever  charged 
h  ^ih  apon  the  score  ifi  our  birtbi^ace  and  climate. 

The  parties  in  this  kingdom  (including  those  of 
smnJau  date)  ave*  Isty  of  those  who  have  been  charged 
or  suspected  to  favour  the  pretender,  and  those  who 


were  zealous  opposers  of  him.  2ndly,  of  those  who 
were  for  and  against  a  toleration  of  dissenters  by  law. 
3rdly,  of  high  and  low  church,  or  (to  speak  in  the  cant 
of  the  times)  of  Whig  and  Tory,  AncI,  Ithly,  of  court 
and  country.  If  there  be  any  more  they  are  beyond 
my  observation  or  politics ;  for  as  to  subaltern  or  occa- 
sional parties,  they  oave  been  all  derivations  from  the 
same  originals. 

Now  it  is  manifest  that  all  these  incitements  to  fac- 
tion, party,  and  division,  are  whollv  removed  from 
among  us.  For  as  to  the  pretender,  nis  cause  is  both 
desperate  and  obsolete.  There  are  very  few  now  alive 
who  were  men  in  his  father  s  time,  and  in  that  prince  s 
interest;  and  in  all  others  the  obligation  of  conscience 
has  no  place.^  Even  the  papists  in  general,  of  any 
substance  or  estates,  and  their  priests  almost  univerully, 
are  what  we  call  Whigs  in  the  sense  which  by  that  word 
is  generally  understood.  They  feel  the  smart  and  see 
the  scars  of  their  former  wounds,  and  very  well  know 
that  they  must  be  made  a  sacrifice  to  the  least  attempts 
toward  a  change ;  although  it  cannot  be  doubted  that 
they  would  be  glad  to  liave  their  superstition  restored 
under  any  prince  whatsoever. 

2ndly,  The  dissenters  are  now  tolerated  by  law, 
neither  do  we  observe  any  murmurs  at  present  from 
that  quarter  except  those  reasonable  complaints  they 
make  of  persecution,  because  they  are  excluded  from 
civil  employments,  but  their  number  being  very  small 
in  either  house  ()f  parliament,  thev  are  not  yet  in  a 
situation  to  erect  a  party;  because,  however  indifferent 
men  may  be  with  regard  to  religion,  they  are  now  grown 
wise  enough  to  know  that  if  such  a  latitude  were  allowed 
to  dissenters  the  few  small  employments  left  us  in  cities 
and  corporations  would  find  other  hands  to  lay  hold  on 
them. 

3rdly,  The  dispute  between  high  and  low  church 
is  now  at  an  end;  two-thirds  of  the  bishops  having 
been  promoted  in  this  reign,  and  most  of  them 
from  England,  who  have  bestowed  all  preferments  in 
their  gift  to  those  they  could  well  confide  in;  the 
deaneries,  all  except  three,  and  many  principal  church- 
livings,  are  in  the  donation  of  the  crown :  so  that  we 
already  possess  such  a  body  of  clergy  as  will  never 
engage  in  controversy  upon  that  anUquated  and  exploded 
subject. 

Lastly,  as  to  court  and  country  parties,  so  famous 
and  avowed  imder  most  reigns  in  English  parliaments, 
this  kingdom  has  not  for  several  years  past  been  a  proper 
scene  whereon  to  exercise  such  contentious,  and  is  now 
less  proper  than  ever;  many  great  employments  for  life 
being  in  distant  hands,  and  the  reversions  diligently 
watched  and  secured;  the  temporary  ones  of  any  in- 
viting value  are  all  bestowed  elsewhere  as  fast  as  they 
drop ;  and  the  few  remaining  are  of  too  low  consider- 
ation to  create  contests  about  them,  except  among 
younger  brothers  or  tradesmen  like  myself.  And 
therefore  to  institute  a  court  and  country  |iarty  with- 
out materials  would  be  a  very  new  system  in  politics, 
and  what  I  believe  was  never  tliought  on  before,  nor 
unless  in  a  nation  of  idiots  can  ever  succeed,  for  the 
most  ignorant  Irish  cottager  will  not  sell  his  cow  for  a 
groat. 

Therefore  I  conclude  that  all  party  and  faction,  with 
regard  to  public  proceedings,  are  now  extinguished  in 
this  kiugoom;  neither  does  it  appear  in  view  how 
they  can  possibly  revive,  unless  some  new  causes  be 
administered;  which  cannot  be  done  witliout  crossing 
the  interests  of  those  who  are  the  greatest  gainers  by 
continuing  the  same  measures.  And  general  cala- 
mities, without  hope  of  redress,  are  allowed  to  be  the 
great  uniters  of  mankind. 

However  we  may  dislike  the  causes,  yet  this  effect  ot 
begetting  a  universal  concord  among  us  in  all  national 

'  The  obligalioa  arising  from  their  having  iwom  alleyiaooe. 
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debates,  u  urell  as  in  citie^  corporations,  and  country 
neigliboTirhoods,  may  keep  m  at  least  alive,  and  in  a 
condition  to  eat  the  little  bread  allowetl  us  in  peace 
and  amity.  I  have  heard  of  a  quarrel  in  a  tavern, 
where  all  were  at  daggers  drawing,  till  one  of  the  com- 
pany cried  out,  desiring  to  know  the  subject  of  the 
quarrel ;  which  when  none  of  them  could  tell,  they  put 
up  their  swords,  sat  down,  and  passed  the  rest  of  the 
evening  in  quiet.  The  former  part  has  been  our  case, 
I  hope  the  latter  will  be  so  too ;  that  we  shall  sit  down 
amicably  together,  at  least  until  we  have  something 
6iat  may  give  us  a  title  to  fall  out,  since  nature  has 
instructed  even  a  brood  of  goslings  to  stick  together 
while  the  kite  is  hovering  orer  their  heads. 

It  is  certain  that  a  firm  union  in  any  country, 
where  every  man  wishes  the  same  thing  with  relation 
to  the  public,  may,  in  several  points  of  the  greatest 
importaucp,  in  some  measure  supply  the  defect  of 
power,  and  even  of  thbse  rights  which  are  the  natural 
and  undoubted  inheritance  of  mankind.  If  the  uni- 
versal wish  of  the  nation  upon  any  point  were  declared 
by  the  unanimous  vote  of  the  house  of  commons  and 
a  reasonable  number  of  lords,  I  should  think  myself 
obliged  in  conscience  to  act  in  my  sphere  according  to 
that  vote ;  because  in  all  free  nations  I  take  the  proper 
definition  of  law  to  be  the  will  of  the  majority  of  those 
who  have  the  property  in  land ;  which,  if  there  be  a 
monarchy,  is  to  be  confirmed  by  the  royal  assent.  And 
although  su6h  votes  or  declarations  have  not  received 
such  a  confirmation  ^  ceiftain  accidental  reasons,  yet 
I  think  they  ought  to  be  of  much  weight  with  the 
subject,  provided  they  neither  oppose  the  king's  pre- 
rogative, endanger  the  peace  of  the  nation,  nor  infringe 
any  law  already  in  force;  none  of  which,  however, 
can  reasonably  be  supposed.  '  Thus,  fm  instance,  if 
nine  in  ten  of  the  house  of  commons,  and  a  reasonable 
number  of  native  temporal  peers,  should  declare  that 
whoever  received  or  uttered  brass  coin,  excepting 
under  certain  limitations  and  securities,  should  be 
deemed  as  enemies  to  the  king  and  nation,  I  should 
think  it  a  heinous  sin  in  myself  to  act  contrary  to  such 
a  vote :  and  if  the  same  power  should  declare  the  same 
censure  against  those  who  wore  Indian  stuffs  and 
calicoes,  or  woollen  manufactures  imported  from 
abroad,  whereby  this  nation  is  reduced  to  the  lowest 
ebb  of  misery,  I  should  readily,  heartily,  and  cheer- 
fully pay  obedience,  and  to  my  utmost  power  per- 
suade others  to  do  Ae  like;  because  there  is  no  law  of 
this  land  obliging  us  either  to  receive  such  coin  or  to 
wear  such  foreign  manufactures. 

Upon  this  last  article  I  could  humbly  wish  that  the 
reverend  the  clergy  would  set  us  an  example,  by  con- 
tenting themselves  with  wearing  gowns  and  other  habi- 
liments of  Irish  drapery;  which,  as  it  would  be  some 
incitement  to  the  laity,  and  set  many  hands  to  work, 
so  they  would  find  their  advantage  in  the  cheapness, 
which  is  a  circumstance  not  to  be  neglected  by  too 
many  among  that  venerable  body.  And  in  order  to 
this,  I  could  heartily  desire  that  the  most  ingenious 
artists  of  the  weaving  trade  could  contrive  some  decent 
stufls  and  silk  for  clergymen  at  reasonable  rates. 

I  have  pressed  several  of  our  most  substantial  bre- 
thren, that  the  whole  corporation  of  weavers  in  silk 
and  woollen  would  publish  some  proposals  (I  wish  they 
would  do  it  to  bodi  houses  of  parliament)  inviting 
persons  of  ail  degrees,  and  of  both  sexes,  to  wear  the 
woollen  and  silk  manufactures  of  our  own  country; 
entering  into  solemn  mutual  engagementi  that  the 
buyer  shall  have  good,  substantial,  merchantable  ware 
for  his  money,  and  at  a  certain  rate  without  the 
trouble  of  cheapening ;  so  that  if  I  sent  a  child  for  a 
piece  of  stuff  of  a  particular  colour  and  fineness,  I 
should  be  sure  not  to  be  deceived  ;  or,  if  I  had  reason 
to  complain,  the  corporation  should  give  me  immediate 


satisfaction;  and  the  name  of  the  tradesman  who  did 
me  flie  wrong  should  be  published  and  warning  given 
not  to  deal  with  him  for  the  future,  uuless  the  matter 
plainly  appeared  to  be  a  mistake:  for,  besides  (he 
trouble  of  going  from  shop  to  shop,  an  ignorant  customer 
runs  the  hazafd  of  being  cheated  in  the  price  and  good- 
ness of  what  he  biiys,  being  forced  to  an  ujiequal  combal 
with  a  dexterous  and  dishonest  man  in  his  own  calling. 
Thus  our  goods  fall  under  a  general  disreputatioD; 
and  the  gentry  call  for  English  cloth,  or  silk,  from  an 
opinion  they  have  (and  often  too  justly  by  our  owu 
faults)  that  tlie  goodness  more  than  makes  up  for  the 
difference  of  price. 

Besides  it  has  been  the  sottish  and  ruinous  practice 
of  us  tradesmen,  upon  any  great  demand  or  goods, 
either  at  home  or  from  abroad,  to  raise  the  prices  im* 
diately,  and  manufacture  the  said  goods  more  slightly 
and  fraudulently  than  before. 

Of  this  foul  and  fbolish  proceeding  too  many  in- 
stances might  be  produced ;  and  I  camiot  forbear  meo- 
ttoning  one^  whereby  this  poor  kingdom  has  received 
such  a  fktal  blow,  in  the  only  article  of  tmde  allowed 
us  of  any  importance,  that  nothing  but  the  success  of 
Wood^s  pmject  could  outdo  it  During  the  late  plague 
in  France,  the  Spaniards,  who  buy  their  linen  cloths  iu 
that  kingdom,  not  daring  to  venture  thither  for  fear  of 
inf^tion,  a  very  great  demand  was  made  here  for  that 
commodity,  and  exported  to  Spain :  but,  whether  by 
the  ignorance  of  the  merchants,  or  dishonesty  of  the 
northern  weavers,  or  the  collusion  of  both,  the  ware  was 
so  bad  and  the  price  so  excessive,  that,  except  some 
small  quantity  which  was  sold  below  the  prime  cost, 
the  greatest  part  was  returned :  and  I  have  beeti  told 
by  very  intelligent  persons  that,  if  we  had  been  fair 
dealers,  the  whole  current  of  the  linen  trade  to  Spain 
would  have  taken  its  course  from  hence. 

If  any  punishments  were  to  be  inflicted  on  numbers 
of  men,  surely  there  could  none  be  thought  too  great 
for  such  a  race  of  traitors  and  enemies  to  God  and 
their  coftotty ;  trho,  for  the  prospect  of  a  little  present 
gain,  do  not  only  ruin  themselves  (for  that  alone  would 
be  an  example  to  the  rest  and  a  blessing  to  the  nation), 
but  sell  tiieir  souls  to  hell  and  their  country  to  destruc- 
tion. And  if  the  plague  could  have  been  confined 
only  to  those  who  were  partakers  in  the  guilt,  had  it 
travelled  hither  from  Marseilles,  those  wretches  would 
have  died  with  lea  title  to  pity  than  a  highwayroaD 
going  to  the  gallows. 

But  it  happens  very  unluckily  that,  for  some  time 
past,  all  endeavours  or  proposals  from  private  persons  to 
advance  the  public  service,  however  honestly  and  inno- 
cently designed,  have  been  called  plying  in  the  king's 
PACE ;  and  this,  to  my  knowledge,  has  been  the  style 
of  some  persons,  whose  ancestors  ^I  mean  i\iose  araon? 
them  who  had  any),  and  themselves,  have  been  flyiut,' 
in  princes'  faces  tiiese  fourscore  years ;  and  from  their 
own  inclinations  would  do  so  still,  if  their  interest  did 
not  lead  diem  rather  to  fly  in  die  face  of  a  kingdom 
which  has  given  them  wings  to  enable  them  for  sue  i 
a  flight. 

Thus  about  four  years  ago,  when  a  discourse  was 
published  endeavouring  to  persuade  owr  people  to 
wear  their  own  woollen  manufactures,  full  ot  the  most 
dutiful  expressions  to  the  king,  and  without  the  least 
party  hint,  it  was  termed  "flying  in  the  king's  facef 
the  printer  was  prosecuted  in  the  manner  we  all  re- 
member, and  I  hope  it  will  somewhere  be  remembered 
ftirther,  tiie  jury  kept  eleven  hours,  and  sent  back  nine 
times,  till  they  were  under  the  necessity  of  leaving  tlie 
prisoner  to  the  mercy  of  the  court,  by  a  special  verdict ; 
me  judge  on  the  bench  invoking  God  for  his  witness 
when  he  asserted  **  that  the  author  s  design  was  to  bring 
in  the  pretender.'* 
And  thus  also  my  owu  poor  endeavonn  to  prevent 
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the  nun  of  my  coontrj  by  the  adminion  of  Wood  t 

coin  were  called  by  tbe  tame  persons  "  flying  iu  the 

kitig^s  fkcc,**  which  I  directly  deny;  fot  I  cannot  allow 

fhaf  rile  representation  of  the  royul  countenance  in 

William  "Wood^t  adulterate  copper  to  be  hii  sacred 

majecty't    &ce ;    or,  if  it  were,    my  flying  was  not 

afainst  the  impression,  but  tbe  baseness  of  tbe  metal ; 

because  I  weU  xemembered  tliot  tlie   image  which 

Kebachadneatar  commanded  to  be  set  up  fur  all  meip 

to  iail  down  and  worsbip  it,  was  not  of  cof  peb,  but 

pure  6oU)w     And  I  am  heartily  sorry  we  have  so  few 

royal  images  of  that  metal  among  us;  the  sight  whereof, 

although  it  could  hardly  increase  our  veneration  for 

his  majesty,  which  is  already  so  great,  yet  would  very 

much   enliveu  it  with  the  mixture  of  comfort  and 

satisfaction. 

Alexander  the  Great  would  suffer  no  statLiary,  except 
Phidias,  to  carve  his  image  in  stone  or  metal.  How 
must  he  have  treated  such  an  operator  as  Wood,  who 
goe»  about  with  aacksful  of  dross,  odiously  misrepresent- 
ing his  prince  8  countenance ;  and  would  force  theon 
by  thousands  txpcm  every  one  of  us,  at  about  six  times 
t^  value/ 

But  notwithstanding  all  that  has  been  objected  by 
William  Wood  himself,  together  with  bis  favourers, 
abettors,  soppocteis,  either  public  or  private ;  by  those 
who  connive  at  tibiif  project*  or  discountenance  his 
op|it«8s,  for  fear  of  lessening  their  favour  or  hazarding 
their  emi^oyments ;  by  those  who  endeavour  to  damp 
tbe  spirit  of  tbe  people  raised  against  this  coin,  or  check 
tbe  hi«i««t  steal  oi  such  as,  by  their  writings  or  discourses, 
da  all  tbey  can  to  keep  it  up;  by  those  soilenen^ 
vmf-etenen,  compounders,  and  expedieot^mongers,  who 
ahake  tb«r  heads  so  strongly  that  we  can  hear  their 
poclets  jingle ;  I  did  never  imagine  that,  in  detecting 
tbe  practices  of  such  enemies  to  the  kingdom,  1  was 
flviiif  in  the  kings  face;  or  thought  .they  were  better 
ttfTismten  of  hia  majesty  than  that  very  coin  for 
wbich  thej  are  secret  or  open  advocates. 

If  I  were  allowed  to  recite  only  those  wishes  of  the 
oatiun  which  may  be  in  our  power  to  attain,  I  think 
tbey  might  be  summed  up  in  these  few  following. 

lit.  That  an  end  might  be  put  to  our  apprehensions 
of  Wood's  halfpence,  and  to  any  danger  of  tbe  like 
destrurtive  scheme  for  tbe  future. 

3dly.  That  half  pence  might  be  coined  in  this  king- 
dom by  apubllc  mint,  with  due  limitations. 

JJIy.  Inat  die  sense  of  both  bouses  of  parliament, 
at  least  of  the  house  of  commons,  were  declared,  by 
•n«ne  unanimous  and  hearty  votes,  against  wearing  any 
lilk  or  woollen  mairafactures  imported  from  abroad ; 
s«  likewise  against  wearing  Indian  silks  or  calicoes, 
whirh  are  fur  bidden  under  the  highest  penalties  in 
Ef^land :  and  it  behoves  us  to  take  example  from  so 
vise  a  iiatioo,  became  we  are  under  a  greata  necessity 
to  do  an,  since  we  are  not  allowed  to  export  any  wool- 
len oianalactaro  of  our  own,  which  is  the  principal 
tnr<di  of  foreign  trade  in  England. 

Itfaly.  That  some  eflectual  methods  may  be  taken 

t*>  ci^  ilise  die  poorer  sort  of  our  natives,  in  all  those 

pvs  of  this  kingdom  where  the  Irish  abound,  by  intro- 

dcuQ^  among  them  our  language  and  customs;  for 

want  of  which  they  live  in  the  utmost  ignorance,  bar- 

tw.tT,  and  poverty,  giving  themselves  wholly  up  to 

)4ie«>^  msfinewi,  and  thievery,  to  the  very  great  and 

jus  Rproach  of  too  many  landlords.    And  if  I  had  in 

tut  tb«  least  spirit  of  a  projector,  1  would  engage  that 

tUi  taigkt  be  eflected  in  a  few  years  at  a  very  inconsi- 

dcnUeduffge. 

Sthijr.  That  doe  encouFsgemeut  should  be  given  to 
africcltnie;  and  a  stop  put  to  that  pernicious  practice 
of  gtaxiers  eajgimsing  vast  quantitiei  of  land,  sometimes 
at  gfeat  distance,  whereby  the  country  is  extremely 
depopulated. 


I  6thly.  That  the  defects  in  those  acts  for  plautiog 
forest-trees  might  be  fully  supplied,  since  they  have 
hitherto  been  wholly  ineffectual,  except  about  the 
demesnes  of  a  few  gertlemen;  and  even  there,  in 
general,  very  unskilnilly  made,  and  thriving  accord- 
ingly.     Neither  has  there  yet  been  due  case  taken  to 

Ereserye  what  is  planted,  or  to  enclose  grounds;  not  one 
edge  in  a  hunared  coming  to  maturity,  for  want  of 
skill  and  industry.  Tbe  neglect  of  copsing  woods  cut 
down  hath  likewise  been  of  very  inconsequence.  And 
if  men  were  restrained  from  toat  unlimited  liberty  of 
cutting  down  their  own  woods  before  die  proper  time, 
as  they  are  in  some  other  countries,  it  would  be  a 
mighty  benefit  to  the  kingdom.  For  I  believe  there  is 
not  another  example  in  Europe  of  such  a  prodigious 
(quantity  of  excellent  timber  cut  down  in  so  short  a 
tjme^  with  so  little  advantage  to  the  country,  either  m 
shipping  or  building. 

I  may  add  that  absurd  practice  of  cutting  turf  with' 
out  any  reg^ularity,  whereby  great  quantities  of  restorable 
land  are  made  utterly  desperate,  many  thousands  of 
cattle  destroyed,  the  turf  more  difficult  to  come  at  and 
carry  home,  and  less  fit  for  burning ;  the  air  made  uu- 
wholesome  by  stagnating  pools  and  manbes ;  and  the 
very  sight  of  such  places  offensive  to  those  who  ride  by. 
Neither  should  that  odious  custom  be  allowed  of  cut- 
ting scraws,  (as  they  call  them,)  which  is  flaying  off  the 
green  surf^e  of  the  ground  to  cover  their  cabins,  or 
make  up  their  ditches;  sometimes  in  shallow  soils-, 
where  all  is  gravel  within  a  few  inches;  and  sometimes 
in  low  ground,  within  a  thin  greensward,  and  slougbjT 
underneath ;  wbich  last  turns  all  into  bog  by  this  mis- 
management And  I  have  heard  from  very  skilful 
countrymen  that  by  these  two  nractices  in  torf  and 
scraws  the  kingdom  loses  some  nundxeds  of  acres  of 
profitable  land  every  year,  besides  tbe  irreparable  loss 
of  many  skirts  of  bogs,  which  have  a  green  coat  of  grass, 
and  yet  are  mangled  for  turf;  and  besides  the  want  of 
canals  by  regular  cutting,  which  would  not  only  be.  a. 
great  convenience  for  bringing  their  turf  home  at  ant 
easy  mte,  but  likewise  render  even  the  larger  bogs  more^ 
dry  and  safe  for  summer  pasture. 

These  and  some  other  speculations  of  tbe  like  kind  L 
hud  intended  to  publish  iu  a  particular  discourse againstr 
this  session  of  parliament ;  because  in  some  periods  ofT 
my  life  1  bad  opportunity  and  curiosity  to  observe  ftonu 
what  causes  those  great  errors  in  every  branch  of  country 
management  have  arisen;  of  which!  have  now  venturecB 
to  relate  but  few  out  of  very  man^ ;  whereof  some,  per- 
haps, would  not  be  mentioned  without  giving  offence, 
which  I  have  endeavoured  by  all  possible  means  to 
avoid.  And  for  tbe  same  reason  I  chose  to  add  here 
the  little  I  thought  proper  to  say  on  this  subject. 

But  as  to  the  lands  of  those  who  are  perpetual  ab- 
sentees, I  do  not  see  any  probability  of  their  being  eicf 
improved.  In  former  times  their  tenants  sat  at  easy 
rents ;  but  for  some  years  past  they  have  bee%  geneh 
rally  speaking,  more  terribly  racked  by  the  dsxteiity 
of  merciless  agents  from  England  than  even  those  who 
bold  under  the  severest  landlords  here.  I  was  assured 
upon  the  place  by  a  great  number  of  credible  people 
diat  a  prodigious  estate  iu  the  county  of  Cork  being  let 
upon  leases  fbr  lives  and  great  fines  paid,  the  rent  was 
so  high  that  the  tenants  begged  leave  to  surrender  their 
leases,  and  were  content  to  lose  their  fines. 

The  cultivating  and  improvement  of  land  iaoertainly 
a  subject  worthy  of  the  highest  inquiry  in  any  country, 
but  especially  in  ours,  where  we  are  so  strangely  limited 
in  every  branch  of  trade  that  can  be  of  advantage  to  us, 
and  utterly  deprived  of  those  which  are  of  the  greatest 
importance;  wliereof  I  defy  the  most  learned  man  in 
Europe  to  produce  me  an  example  from  any  other 
kingdom  in  the  world ;  for  we  are  denied  the  benefit 
which  God  and  nature  intended  to  us,  as  manifestly 


48 


THE  DRAPIER'S  LETTERS. 


on  Mr.  Wood,  I  cannot  positively  say ;  but  certain  it  is 
that  some  halfpence  (and  some  casks  of  them  I  am 
told),  of  a  stamp  somewhat  different  from  the  first  which 
he  put  out  and  of  less  weight,  were  brought  into  Ireland, 
with  which  when  he  was  charged,  I  am  informed  that 
he  declared  that  all  those  halfpence  which  did  not 
exactly  agree  with  the  original  stamp  were  counterfeits, 
for  which  he  was  not  obliged  to  answer ;  and  who  shall 
secure  the  kingdom  against  such  a  cheat,  in  case  that 
Mr.  Wood  or  any  o&er  person  shall  counterfeit  his 
halfpence,  and  send  casks  of  them  over  hither,  which 
may  easily  be  vended  before  the  fraud  be  discovered  ? 
If  these  new  halfpence  and  fartliings  should  ever  be 
suffered  to  become  current,  the  factors  for  them  would 
made  no  difficulty  of  giving  large  allowance  to  all  who 
would  give  gold,  silver,  or  valuable  commodities  for 
them.  Of  this  I  say  they  would  make  no  difficulty, 
partly  because  it  would  be  the  only  way  speedily  and 
easily  to  bring  a  very  great  quantity  of  them  into  the 
kingdom ;  and  partly  because  it  would  be  in  their  own 
power,  by  coining  more  and  more  of  them  (wherein  I 
see  not  how  we  could  restrain  or  control  tliem),  to 
repair  to  themselves  whatever  seeming  loss  they  may  be 
supposed  to  sustain  by  the  discount ;  and  tlie  pr^ent 
gam  by  this  allowance  would  make  many  here  so  greedy 
of  them  as  to  strive  who  should  first  get  and  vend  them 
before  their  value  should  fall ;  so  that  in  a  short  time 
the  nation  would  probably  be  glutted  with  them,  and 
they  would  unavoidably  become  a  very  great  burden 
and  clog  upon  all  sorts  of  trade  and  business,  as  shall 
presently  be  shovm.  If  one  twentieth  part  of  circu- 
lating cash  of  a  country  be  in  halfpence  and  farthings, 
it  will  be  very  sufficient  for  exchange  in  all  the  retail- 
ing trade ;  and  if  the  retailing  value  of  bo  much  small 
money  be  somewhat  below  what  it  passes  for,  the  incon- 
venience will  not  be  great,  because  being  in  no  great 
? quantity  it  keeps  in  constant  motion,  and  quickly  passes 
rom  hand  to  hand,  so  that  no  man  will  be  supposed  to 
have  more  of  it  at  a  time  than  what  he  has  almost  pre- 
sent occasion  to  pass  away,  or  may  easily  put  into  the 
hands  of  another  who  may  have  such  occasion  for  it 
But  if  a  tenth,  or  much  more  if  a  fifth  or  fourth  part, 
of  the  nation's  cash  be  in  such  sort  of  money,  and  the 
real  value  thereof  not  above  one  third  (or  diereabout) 
of  what  it  is  made  to  be  current  for,  the  damage  to  the 
people  must  thereby  be  very  great.  A  fifth  part  is  four 
twentieths ;  one  of  those  twentieths  is  abundantly  suf- 
ficient in  very  small  sums  to  answer  all  the  necessities 
of  the  retailing  trade,  which  is  the  proper  and  only 
profitable  use  of  such  sort  of  small  money ;  and  where 
greater  sums  are  to  be  paid  every  man,  as  much  as  he 
can,  will  avoid  taking  such  coin  as  is  far  short  of  the 
real  value  for  which  it  is  made  to  go,  so  that  the  other 
three  twentieths  must  either  lie  dead  upon  the  hands  of 
those  who  have  taken  them,  or  at  least  circulate  at  great 
disadvantage,  as  we  shall  see  by  and  by.  Since  then 
the  whole  circulating  cash  of  Ireland  has  never  been 
computed  at  more  than  500,000A  (and  by  many  is 
reckoned  to  be  much  short  of  that),  and  we  have  already 
in  the  kingdom  at  least  20,000/.  in  hidfpence  (which 
was  the  sum  allowed  by  the  last  patent  to  be  coined ; 
nor  is  it  improbable  that  the  patentee  exceeds  rather 
than  comes  short  of  what  he  was  allowed  to  do),  and 
since  this  stock  of  half^nce  which  we  thus  have  is  by 
experience  found  to  be  abundantly  sufficient  for  all  the 
uses  of  such  sort  of  money,  so  that  we  want  no  more 
of  it,  except  perhaps  a  few  fiirthings  for  the  sake  of 
the  most  minute  part  of  the  retailing  trade  and  the 
poorest  of  the  people,  I  may  well  leave  it  to  the  consi- 
deration of  every  sober  man  what  a  sad  condition  this 
poor  kingdom  will  soon  be  reduced  to,  in  case  that  not 
only  Mr.  Wood's  halfpence  to  the  quantity  (for  I  can- 
not say  the  value)  of  90,000/.  should  be  made  current 
amongst  us,  but  also  he  should  happen  to  pour  in  dou- 


ble that  sum  upon  us,  from  the  doing  of  which  we  have 
no  way  to  hinder  him  in  case  that  for  the  sake  of  gain 
he  should  be  tempted  to  do  so ;  it  being  notorious  that 
the  very  best  of  hts  halfpence  are  not  in  real  value  above 
two-fifUis,  and  the  bulk  of  them  not  above  one-third  at 
most,  of  what  they  are  intended  to  pass  for. 

When  a  base  sort  of  coin,  in  a  much  greater  quantity 
than  what  is  necessary  for  exchange  in  the  retailing 
trade,  is  made  current  in  a  country,  it  in  a  little  time 
naturally  sinks  from  its  current  v^ue,  which  it  only 
retains  in  name,  to  its  real  and  intrinsic  value.     Thus 
the  late  king  James's  brass  money  sunk  every  day  more 
and  more  in  its  value,  though  the  name  of  each  piece 
was  still  the  same,  until  at  last  one  of  his  shillings, 
though  still  called  a  shilling,  would  not  purchase  above 
the  worth  of  an  halfpenny,  even  in  that  part  of  the 
kingdom  which  was  under  his  power ;  and  if  so  great 
an  inundation  of  Mr.  Wood's  halfpence,  as  I  have  but 
now  mentioned,  should  break  in  upon  us,  the  conse- 
quence in  as  little  a  time  would  be,  that  for  tlirce 
snillings  in  those  halfpence,  more  could  not  be  bought 
than  for  one  shilling  in  silver.     I  do  not  indeed  fiud 
by  Mr.  Wood's  patent  that  a  man  would  be  bound  ta 
receive  his  debts,  or  a  landlord  his  rents,  in  these  half- 
pence, in  case  they  should  become  current,  but  yet 
from  their  currency  these  evil  effects  must  unavoidably 
arise :  First,  The  poor  labourer  would  alwaya  be  paid 
his  wages,  and  the  alewife  for  her  drink,  in  diese  half- 
pence.    Secondly,  From  hence  it  must  follow  that 
almost  all  the  king's  hearth-money  and  excise  would 
be  paid  in  the  same  coin;  and  if  the  halfpence  are 
allowed  to  become  current  by  royal  authority,  I  see 
not  how  they  can  be  refiised  by  the  officers  of  Uis 
majesty's  revenue,  especially  when  those  who  pay  the 
greatest  part  of  these  two  branches  of  it  have  no  other 
money  wnerewith  to  make  their  payments.     Thirdly, 
It  is  most  probable  that  a  great  part  of  his  raajesty'i 
customs,  quit-rents,  &c.,  and  the  postages  of  all  lelten, 
would  also  be  paid  in  this  sort  of  money ;  and  that, 
for  that  very  purpose,  men  would  buy  it  up  at  a  low 
rate,  as  they  used  to  do  the  late  king  James's  bras 
coin.     Fourthly,  That  all  the  private  men  in  the  army 
(to  say  nothing  of  officers  civil  and  military)  would  he 
forced  to  receive  their  pay  in  the  same ;  for  what  other 
way  would  the  king  have  to  dispose  of  the  vast  quantity 
of  halfpence  which  imavoidabiy  must  come  into  his 
and  if  the  poor  soldier  can  get  no  more  for 
his  shillings  in  halfpence  than  what  he  might  for  a 
groat  in  silver  (which  unavoidably  must  be  the  conse- 
quence), how  will  it  be  possible  for  him  to  subsist  f 
Fifthly,  If  landlords  will  not  receive  their  rents,  or  any 
considerable  part  of  them,  in  this  sort  of  money  (as  we 
may  be  sure  they  will  not,  except  some  law,  not  now 
in  being,  be  made  to  compel  diem),  this  must  break  a 
multitude  of  tenants,  especially  of  die  poorer  sort,  wha 
will  sell  their  goods  in  small  quantities,  for  which  they 
will  generally  receive  no  other  money  but  halfpence: 
and  if  the  poor  under-tenants  are  broke,  it  will  not  be 
easy  for  the  head  tenants,  or  even  the  landlords  them- 
selves, who  depend  upon  their  rents,  long  to  subsist. 
I^wtly,  If  more  than  500,000/.  has  not  room  to  circulate 
in  Ireland  (as  is  generally  computed),  and  one-fifth 
part  of  this,  or  probably  much  more,  be  dins  debased, 
the  consequence  will  be,  that  at  least  one-fiflfa  part  of 
our  good  coin,  or  perhaps  a  much  greater  proportion 
of  it,  being  not  to  be  employed  here,  will  soon  be  car- 
ried away  (and  so  totiet  quatMi)  to  some  other  countrr. 
which  being  added  to  the  other  evils  already  mentioned 
will  be  a  greater  diminution  to  our  stock  and  trade, 
if  not  the  destruction  of  both,  and  consequently  a  very 
great  lessening  of  his  majesty^s  revenue. 

I  will  not  upon  this  occasion  pretend  to  insist  upon 
it  that  the  protestants  of  Ireland  may  be  entitled  to 
some  favour  from  his  mi^jesty.    It  is  a  satiafactioD  tc 
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u«k  that  we  haTe  all  along  been  faithful  to  and  lealous 
Icr  his  interest,  and  that  tift  his  illustricmB  hoQM,  to- 
gether with  the  succeaiion  of  the  crown,  aa  by  law 
establiahed.  Bot  what  we  therein  did  was  our  duty, 
and  therefore  I  shall  not  plead  it  as  our  merit  All  I 
desire  i%  that  we  may  stand  in  the  common  rank  of 
f^ood  sabjeeta,  to  which  I  hope  we  have  an  undoubted 
title;  and  when  all  that  1  hare  here  said  is  duly 
weighed,  I  may  well  leave  it  to  the  consideration  of 
erery  sober  man,  whether  it  can  be  for  his  majesty  s 
•erriee  or  oar  benefit  that  these  same  half^nce  of 
William  Wood  should  be  even  connived  at  being 
made  current  amongst  us  in  Ireland. 

P.S. — ^One  tiling  will  be  worth  remarking,  which  I 
had  like  to  have  forgotten.  When  the  last  patent  was 
granted  for  coining  of  halfpence  here^  the  sum  was 
cfynfined  to  30,000/.,  and,  by  the  care  of  the  govern- 
ment, I  believe  was  not  much  exceeded ;  and  yet  in  a 
short  time  the  collectors  everywhere  throughout  the 
kingdom  leceired  so  great  a  part  of  the  hearth-money 
and  excbe  in  these  half^nce,  that,  being  not  able 
otherwise  to  dispose  of  them,  they  were  forced  to  pay 
a  great  quantity  of  them  in  specie  into  the  commis- 
siatiers  m  the  revenue,  who  often  complained  of  them 
a»  a  burden.  And  if  this  were  the  case  when  all  the 
Clipper  money  in  the  kingdom  made  up  little  more 
than  !20,000/.  what  must  it  be  when  an  addition  is 
made  not  only  of  90,000/.>  which  is  ^e  express  aUow- 
aijre  of  Mr.  Wood's  patent,  but  also  of  as  much  more 
as  he  shall  think  fit  to  send  us  ?  For  the  coinage  being 
at  sucb  a  distance  from  us,  it  is  impossible  that  the 
irtivexnnieut  here  can  have  any  eflectual  check  upon 
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FEOV  Bta  ONLY  FMISND  IN  IBBLAKD. 

n  miKtam  Hloody  Etq.,  at  hit  Copper-JVorka  at  Brittoty 

or  eltewhere. 

Sim. — I  cannot  tell  why  it  should  be  so,  but  I  have 

made  it  my  constant  observation  that  men  of  the  movt 

pru&Fund  learning  and  greatest  genius,  who  by  their 

flabixate  study  have  found  out  secrets  and  mysteries 

that  base  proved  of  the  greatest  advantage  io  mankind, 

k&Te  thcmy  gained  more  enemies  than  others  with  the 

gruMrt  ignonace  and  vile  qualification,  which  oUser- 

vatioo  I  have  found  summed  up  in  you,  who  (except 

uor     has  not  a  friend  in  this  whole  kingdom;  nay, 

what  is  worse,  they  are  one  and  all  your  enemies. 

Kuitw  then,  sir,  I  am  that  one  who  dare  own  myself  your 

iriaid,  aod  glory  in  being  your  admiiear.— Miserable ! 

That  sach  an  adept  should  not  be  admired  among  men 

as  the  SOD,  for  its  glorious  rays^  is  above  all  the  planets. 

Uuw  faava  our  witlings  and  little  snarling  scribblers 

t«ak  Uuj  in  setting  the  pren  at  work!     But  go  on,  sir, 

thftv  blacken  their  paper,  and  not  you.    That  which 

aktfiy  men  have  destroyed  great  estates  and  cracked 

lAeir  hraina  to  find  out  (I  mean  the  grand  secret),  and 

luTe  bmt  mountains  of  charcoid  in  making  menstrua 

abd  tiikctares  to  transmute  metals  into  gold,  and  are 

stiU  as  &r from  it  as thelongitude, — you  have,  without  all 

thtt  cost  and  trouble,  brought  to  perfection,  that  out  of 

c«ffi«T,  nay,  the  basest  of  copper,  can  extract  pure  gold 

»«l  «i]ver«  at  above  cent,  per  cent  profit.    Monstrous 

oai!  prodiipous  art ! .  And  aU  this  without  the  art  of 

cWoiJitiy,  only  by  greasing  and  daubing  in  a  proper 

•  plte^.    Yon  shall  be  styled  the  High  German  Artist 

1  think,  like  lower  artists  on  any  new  invention,  you 

^■'v  sot  a  patent  only  for  fourteen  years;  but  then  I 

oMttider  yon  are  loaded  with  honour,  as  intrinsically 

raluable  and  weighty  as  yoar  coin.     Ay  !  and  you  are 

the  pboBiia  of  year  order ;  for  I  dare  swear  you  are  the 

only  tinker  caqoire  in  Great  Britain.    Had  you  con- 

■aUad  ma  or  any  friend,  we  would  have  told  yon  that 
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you  might  have  been  a  peer  at  a  cheaper  rate;  but  no 
matter  ibr  that  At  the  world  goes,  he  tfaaft  hat  money 
enough  has  birth  and  parts  and  every  Qualification ;  so, 
when  you  wallow  in  one,  the  other  will  come  of  course. 
And  tiien  for  your  preamble,  your  personal  endow- 
ment and  merits,  as  well  as  tiiose  of  your  ancestors, 
although  you  were  never  heard  of  till  now,  unless  when 
the  pansh  cess  was  gathered  for  nursing  ik*  *  *f  your 
name  perhaps  was  read  in  the  list;  and  you  know,  sir, 
names  have  occarionally  been  given,  some  fh)m  colour, 
as  White,  Brown,  &c.,  others  from  place,  as  having  been 
left  in  a  street,  lane,  field,  or  wood.  But  I  think  you 
did  well  to  get  the  honour  of  an  esquire  first;  foi^  when 
you  come  to  have  greater  conferred,  a  lord,  without 
being  an  esquire,  will  be  something  like  a  knight  and 
no  gentleman ;  so  I  think  you  have  made  a  prudent 
»tep.. 

Would  you,  dear  sir,  but  take  a  trip  over  hither  to 
browbeat  diose  snarling  scribblers  who  will  not  dare 
to  open  their  mouths  to  your  face  ?  I  cannot  but  think, 
when  you  go  in  your  gilt  chariot  to  the  tavern,  to  re- 
member your  cousin-german,  and  the  rest  of  your 
friends  and  abettors  on  the  other  side  the  water,  how 
you  will  look  down  on  those  sorry  invidious  railers, 
who  will  go  sneaking  thither  with  small  purses  of  gold 
in  their  pockets,  when  you  will  be  followed  with  a 
train  of  tumbrils,  loaded  with  your  coin,  one  for  every 
bottle  of  wine,  and  a  waggon  with  six  horses  to  pay 
for  the  supper.  Then  you  will  see  the  scene  change, 
and  the  loud  acclamations  of  the  people,  and  the  shouts 
of  the  mob,  who  will  rdoiceto  lay  their  hands  on  you 
to  present  you  with  a  fine  cravat,  for  the  good  of  our 
linen  and  hempen  manufacture. 

But  let  us  for  a  while  lay  aside  all  our  joys  and 
thoughts  of  honour  and  grandeur,  and  turn  our 
thoughts  a  little  on  answering  our  sorry  politicians  who 
advance  such  paradoxes  to  injure  you,  when  envy,  only 
envy,  is  at  the  bottom.  They  cry  out  the  nation  will 
be  undone  by  having  too  much  money  imported ;  and 
then  they  would  fain  draw  all  his  majesty's  officers  and 
servants  into  their  quarrel  by  saying  the  revenue  will 
be  lessened,  and  then  all  Hdaries  must  be  ill  paid. 
Poor  politicians!  they  don't  consider  what  a  patriot 
you  are  ;  for  you  never  began  this  project  out  of  self- 
interest,  but  the  good  of  his  majesty's  dominions  in 
general,  and  for  this  country  in  particular.  As  for  the 
latter,  it  will  increase  trade  amongst  us  in  several  par- 
ticuLus,  and  consequently  raise  the  revenue;  for  we 
shall  have  money  enough,  and  we  shall  all  drink  win^— 
that  or  water — for  we  aball  not  have  a  brewing-pan  left. 
It  will  advance  the  coopers'  trade,  which  wiU  be  em- 
ployed in  making  casks  to  hold  your  coin;  it  will 
advance  houfe-rent,  for  every  moneyed  man,  instead  of  a 
scriptore,  or  an  iron  chest,  or  strong  box,  must  have  a 
warehouse;  it  will  also  employ  the  poor,  for  every 
person  must  have  a  man  or  two  to  wait  on  him  to 
carry  the  common  expenses  of  the  day.  Then,  as  to 
the  general  good,  what  a  noble  alliance  vrill  it  make ! 
When  we  drink  nought  but  wine,  sure  then  France  will 
never  quarrel  with  us.  You  showed  your  great  fore- 
sight in  making  this  general  friendshin ;  you  counter- 
feited your  own  coin,  not  out  of  any  ill  design ;  but, 
when  it  was  objected  to  you,  you  alleged  that  it  was 
done  in  Holland.  Oh,  rare  subterfuge!  This  was 
your  policy  to  secure  them;  by  giving  them  a  hhit 
what  mey  may  do,  and  what  J  am  sure  they  will  do ; 
and  when  they  can  send  their  trash  to  a  market  at  so 
great  advantage,  I  dare  swear  all  that  while  they  will 
be  our  humble  servants.  Then  there  is  Sweden  with 
its  copper  will  truckle  to  us.  I  cannot  but  be  pleased 
to  think  how  we  shall  put  the  proud  Spaniard,  with  his 
Peru  and  Mexico,  out  of  countenance. 

Then,  besides  all  this,   I  cannot  but  admire  your 
religious  goodness,  for  I  find  your  aim  in  reformation 
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of  manners,  which  in  a  great  meanire  has  taken  effsct; 
for,  among  a  great  many  other  societies  and  bodies  that 
have  entered  into  associations  against  your  coins,  our 
mercenary  ladies  are  resolved  not  to  vend  their  wares 
for  it.  They  say  they  have  brass  enough  already ;  and 
if  they  keep  firm  to  that  resolution  we  must  be  chaste 
in  our  own  defence.  Then  there  are  your  pickpockets, 
who  by  diving  can  fetch  up  between  their  fingers  as 
much  as,  with  good  management,  may  keep  them  some 
days,  but  when  your  coin  comes  in  vogue,  a  back- 
burthen  of  it  will  hardly  fill  their  belly,  and  that  is 
more  than  they  daily  acquire  by  their  sleight  of  hand; 
so  they  must  reform,  and  take  up  some  otlier  trade. 
Well,  I  protest  I  Uiink  you  deserve  to  be  highly  ex- 
alted, and  though  every  man  does  not  get  his  reward 
in  this  world,  that  is  no  argument  against  his  deserv- 
ing it,  and  every  good  man  ought  to  wish  it.  When  a 
poor  rogue  picki  a  pocket  for  want,  or  robs  on  the  road, 
we  all  wish  him  hanged  for  it,  and  sooner  or  later  he 
gets  it.  Then  what  must  that  villain  deserve  that, 
under  the  colour  of  law  or  authority,  would  plunder  a 
whole  nation  9  I  have  read  in  a  very  good  book  that 
formerly  there  was  one  Alexander,  a  coppersmith,  who 
did  much  harm  to  a  good  man,  who  thought  it  lawful 
in  his  language  to  pray  the  Lord  to  reward  him  accord, 
ing  to  his  works;  and  since  you,  the  coppersmith  of 
this  age,  have  wrought  such  confusion  to  this  nation, 
we  may,  from  so  good  a  precedent,  in  plain  English, 
and  I  hope  the  papists,  who  say  their  prayers  in  Latin, 
will  join  with  us  in  one  English  prayer,  which  is,  The 
Lord  confound  you  and  all  your  devices  that  would 
ruin  our  nation !  Which  is  the  hearty  prayer  of, 
Dear  Will,  your  real  friend,  and  humble  servant, 
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A   LETTER. TO   WILUAM   WOOD, 

from  a  member  of  that  society  of  men  who  in 
derision  are  called  quakers. 

Friend  William, 
I  WRITE  not  these  lines  to  thee  from  any  regard  I  have 
to  thy  person  or  thy  coin,  so  much  as  in  obedience  to 
some  elders,  who  commanded  I  should  expostulate 
with  thee  upon  thy  great  presumption,  inasmuch  as 
thou  dust  still  continue  obstinately  to  persist  in  the  evil 
of  thy  ways ;  and  for  which  thou  mayest  surely  expect 
to  receive  the  reward  due  unto  tliy  great  and  manifold 
devices.  Believe  me,  if  it  please  thee,  for  verily  in  my 
time  I  remember  not  to  have  known  a  greater  numb- 
skull than  thou  art,  even  thyself;  notwithstanding  all 
the  friendly  admonitions  thou  hast  received  time  ailer 
time,  thou  art  still  soothing  thy  vanity,  in  expectation 
of  what  I  am  bold  to  affirm  to  thee  will  never  come  to 
pass.  Believe  me,  friend,  'tis  not  in  the  power  of  thee  or 
thine  emissaries  to  compel  me  to  take  one  single  doit  of 
thy  filth  in  part  payment  for  the  worrt  yard  of  cloth  in 
my  warehouse,  suud  I  may  assure  thee  the  rest  of  the 
brethren  (some  few  excepted)  are  of  the  same  mind  as 
to  this  particular.  So  that  nothing  can  prompt  thee  to 
such  vile  wickedness,  unless  thou  hast,  to  ail  intents 
and  purposes,  delivered  tliyself  up  to  the  workings  of 
the  evil  spirit,  who  is  like  unto  a  wily  advoiary  that 
seeketli  all  methods  of  nlyiitg  his  engines  until  he  re- 
ceiveth  men  into  his  clutches;  and  then  it  is  not  thy 
Britannias,  nor  thy  Hibemias,  nor  thy  much  more  valu- 
able Mammon  of  unrighteousness  (I  mean  thy  gold  or 
thy  silver),  will  extricate  thee  from  the  many  sorrows 
thou  wilt  then  be  compassed  with.  And  what,  I  pray 
thee,  will  avail  thy  patents,  or  thy  grants,  or  thy  other 
honours,  which  thou  hast  by  thy  false  insinuations  re- 
ceived by  the  great  men  of  this  world,  who  are  not 
always  moved  by  the  spirit  to  do  those  things  which 
appertain  to  our  peace,  but  contrariwise  to  such  as  are 
not  meet  to  be  luuned.    It  doth  not  at  present  conceni 


thy  friend  to  speak  to  such  sort  of  people,  saving  than 
as  it  falleth  in  the  customs  of  discourse;  so  far  as  it 
may  relate  to  thyself,  and  to  whom  it  behoveth  not  I 
should  prescribe  matters  convenient  to  be  done,  others 
wise  than  such  as  shall  seem  meet  according  to  fleshly 
wisdom  and  maxims  of  profane  men,  who  delight  mar* 
vellously  in  heaping  together  worldly  dross,  diat  they 
may  (as  it  is  written)  consume  it  on  their  lusts ;  and 
therefore,  according  to  my  first  motive,  I  shall  lay  aside 
the  further  consideration  of  the  subject-matter  1  fell  into, 
and  more  closely  pursue  the  intention  of  this  epistle, 
which  is  writ  in  all  simplicity  of  mind,  to  bring  tbee, 
if  possible,  to  some  sense  of  thy  duty,  and  the  regard 
thou  oughtest  to  have  for  the  welfare  of  thy  friends  in 
particular  and  thy  neighbours  in  general. 

Wert  not  thou  then  the  vainest  of  sots  to  imagine 
thy  scheme  should  be  succcessful,  without  communing 
with  the  men  who  were  to  be  the  purchasen  of  thy 
coinf  Shouldest  thou  not  look  before  thou*d  leapt 
which  would  have  prevented  everybody  from  calling 
thee  an  ignorant  ass,  destitute  of  brains,  in  thinking  to 
surmount  such  insuperable  difficulties,  which  maketb 
all  people  to  laugh  at  thy  calamity,  as  it  is  owing  to 
thyself;  and  verily,  friend,  I  cannot  better  illustrate 
what  I  am  saying  than  to  teU  thee  the  history  of  the 
fox  and  the  goat,  who,  both  being  very  much  a-thirst, 
went  into  a  well ;  but  when  they  had  drank  somewhat 
plentiful,  the  matter  remained  how  to  come  out  The 
fox  proposed  to  the  other ;  stand  thou,  saith  he,  on  thj 
hinder  itg»  upright,  even  thus,  and  then  it  will  be  easy 
for  me  to  mount  upon  thy  bead  and  get  clear:  it 
seemeth  Reynard  had  nothing  in  view  but  his  own  profit, 
and,  lacking  all  compassion  to  his  distressed  friend,  re- 

E reaching  his  simplicity,  saying,  If  thou  hadst  as  much 
rains  in  thy  skull  as  beaid  on  thy  chops,  thou  would'it 
consider  in  thy  going  in  how  thou  should  come  forth 
again.  But  this,  although  it  may  seem  somewhat  foreign 
to  the  matter  in  hand,  is  indeed  exactly  thy  case ;  and 
truly  1  marvel  at  thy  great  impradence  in  feeding  thy- 
self up  with  hopes  of  ever  accomplishing  thy  sinister 
ends,  since  thou  canst  not  but  hear  report  of  friend 
Jonathan's  miraculous  performances  in  three  successive 
operations,  wherein  be  hath  given  sight  unto  those  which 
be  blind,  hearing  unto  the  deaf,  and  speech  unto  them 
which  Ucketh  understanding ;  and  hath  also  laid  open 
thy  foul  impostures  to  such  a  decree  as  maketb  me 
astonished  at  thy  gross  ignorance  and  stupidity ;  inso- 
much that  thy  unrighteous  gain  —the  wages  of  sin— 
which,  should  thy  project  succeed,  thou  wouldest  have 
appropriated  to  ^iue  own  proper  behoof,  must  in  the 
end  prove  hurtful  to  thy  future  happiness,  insomuch  as 
to  puaile  thee  in  great  abundance  how  to  adjust  thy 
Flemish  account,  which  thou  wilt  be  obliged  to  put  in 
the  clearest  light  before  thou  canst  be  received  in  the 
land  of  Canasm.  *Tis  therefore  the  reason  thy  Iriend 
conoemeth  himself  so  much  in  thy  behalf,  not  that  be 
would  give  hinderance  to  the  due  execution  of  thy 
grant,  but  fearing  lest,  the  matter  being  reversed,  exe- 
cution should  perchance  be  done  upon  thy  carcase, 
that  thou  mightest  on  thy  namesake,  wood,  expiate  thy 
manifold  offences,  they  being  such  as  maketb  men  affirm 
this  to  be  very  much  a  just  tribute  due  from  thee  for 
the  disturbances  thou  hast  given  them  in  times  past. 

llierefore  let  me  exhort  thee  in  brotherly  charity  that 
thou  repent  thee  of  thine  abominations,  lest  peradven- 
ture  thou  art  forced  unwillingly  to  go  the  way  of  all 
flesh,  inasmuch  as  thou  dwellest  among  a  wicked  and 
untoward  generation ;  which  if  thou  shalt  luckily  escape, 
I  do  verily  affirm,  even  as  my  soul  liveth,  thou  art  not 
the  only  man  who  hath  gone  off  in  a  whole  skin,  nero'- 
theless  deserving  stripes  in  abundance.  But  if  thou 
shalt  still  continue  obstinately  perverse  in  thy  impious 
practices,  thou  mayest  surely  expect  the  most  severe 
treatment  from  auch  of  the  elders  as  thinketh  themselves 
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iudiipcBnbly  obliged  to  ciclude  thee  their  aoeiety,  and 
Ifani  thy  condition  will  be  greatly  aatooi^ing  when 
tkcn  wilt  be  delivered  up  to  the  government  of  the 
Prioee  of  Dwkncae,  even  Beeliebub,  to  whom  thou 
■eeuMiii  to  me  to  bc«r  eome  aort  of  retemblanoe  in  thy 
naoner  of  proceeding,  both  of  ye  bearing  enmity  to  the 
children  of  men.  1  aball  forbear  any  fiuther  admoni- 
tions to  thee  at  thia  time,  fearing  leet  1  should  tire  ti^y 
patience.  But  if  aught  ihould  offer  itaelf  which  may 
dianoe  be  material  to  thy  purpoae,  thou  mayett  expect 
^11  to  hear  Irom  thy  friend,  aa  the  spirit  shall  move. 
This  being  all  the  needful  flrom  him  who  writeth  him- 
self in  htotkerly  affection  thine, 

Abraham  Woodhatu. 

A  FUIX  AKD  TRUE  AOOOUNT  OF  THE  SOLEMN 
PBOCES8ION  TO  TUE  GALLOWS,  AT  THE 

EXECUTION    OF    WILLIAM  WOOD. 

laoDnB  AMD  bardwauman,  1724. 


Gimi 


SoMS  time  ago,  upon  a  report  spread  that  William 
Wood,  hardwareman,  was  concealed  in  his  brother-in- 
law  >hoa8e  here  in  Dublin,  a  great  number  of  people 
of  different  conditiona,  and  of  both  sexes,  crowded 
about  tbe  door,  determinedly  bent  to  take  revenge 
upon  him  aa  a  coiner  and  a  counterfeiter.  Among 
the  rest,  m  oertam  curioxis  person  standing  in  a  corner 
observed  that  they  all  discovered  their  resentments  in 
the  proner  terms  and  eipressions  of  their  several  trades 
and  csjUngs  ;  whereof  he  wrote  down  as  many  as  he 
could  remember  ;  and  he  was  pleased  to  communicate 
th«m  to  me,  with  leave  to  publish  them  for  the  use  of 
^M^  who,  mt  any  time  hereafter,  may  be  at  a  loas  for 
proper  wotds  wherein  to  express  their  good  disposition 
tov4rd  the  said  William  Wood. 
The  people  cried  out  to  have  him  delivered  into  their 

ImMlSL 

Says  the  ParUamatt  Mem,  Expel  him  iiom  the  hottte, 

7md  Parliament  Man,     I  second  that  motion. 

C^oA.     I'll  fosfe  him. 

^td  Om*.     Ill  give  him  his  heU^L 

3rrf  CmA.     Ill  give  him  a  fie*  in  the  cAam. 

4/ACiMift.     IllsiMMrhim. 

Man,     111  beat  him  as  long  as  I  can  s/an^. 
Ill  turn  over  a  new  iSra/with  him. 
Ill  pummel  him. 

Ill  make  the  light  shine  through  him. 
Ill  pepperhxm, 
111  curry  him. 
Ill  pound  him. 
'Peikeeanf,     111  beat  him  to  mummif, 
nhmntter.     Ill  make  him  an  earample, 
RmUa-eaieker,     Ill/trrr/  him. 
Ill  tkump  him. 
Ill  give  him  a  rap, 
Down  with  him. 
Up  with  him. 
Ill  dash  out  his  grinden. 
lud  MiUer.     Dam  him. 
Soaiman.     Sink  him. 
Srmvngir.     Throw  him  in  the  kennel. 
Dfer.     Ill  be«t  him  block  and  blue. 
Bsyms  Mem.     Ill  make  the  kotue  too  hot  for  him. 
WWr.     Par  rot  him. 
^nd  Ifkere.     Let  me  ahne  with  him. 
W  HTimT.     Clap  him  up. 
^mtard'^maker.    Ill  take  him  by  the  no$e. 
Cmie.     1 11  make  the  devil  come  out  of  him. 
/Vsft pheal.    111 oend Amm  to  the devU. 
/Vaeiwy  master.     1*11  teach  him  better  mamurt, 
tad  Dameing  matter.     111  make  htm  cut  a  caper 
Aree  story  high. 

Parmer.     Ill  ihrath  him. 

*  One  Molywaz*  aa  iroDasonirer. 
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Tailor,    VM  sit  on  his  sAcr/s. 

%ul  Taihr.    Hell  is  too  good  for  him. 

3rd  Tailor.     Ill  pink  his  doublet, 

4th  Tailor.    Ill  make  his »- Ak//oiu. 

Baeket'tnaker.    Ill  hamper  him. 

FuUUer,     111  have  him  by  the  cars. 

2nd  Fiddler.     I'll  bang  hun  to  some  tune. 

Barber,    Til  have  him  by  the  beard, 

2ndBaH»er.    I'll  puU  his  foAuAsrs. 

3rd  Barber,    111  make  his  hair  stand  on  end. 

4th  Barber,    111  com6  his  ibcAs. 

Tinker.    Ill  try  what  metal  he's  made  of. 

Cobbler.    Ill  make  an  <ft</ of  him. 

Tobacconist,    111  make  him  set  up  his  ppss. 

2nd  Tobacconiet,    111  make  him  tmoke. 

Goldfinder,    111  make  him  s/inA. 

Ha^netf-coadunan,    111  make  him  know  his  driver, 

2nd  Hackney-coachman.    Ill  drive  him  to  the  devil. 

Butcher.    Ill  have  a  hmb  of  him. 

2nd  Butcher.    Let  us  blow  him  up. 

3rd  Butcher.     My  kni/e  in  him. 

Nuroe,    VU  ewaddle  him, 

Anabaptist.    Well  dip  the  rogue  in  the  pond. 

Ostler,    111  rub  him  down. 

Shoemaker,    Set  him  in  the  stocks. 

Banker.     I'll  kick  him  to  ha^'Crowns. 

2nd  Banker.     I'll  pay  him  off. 

Bowler,     111  have  a  rubber  with  him. 

Gamester,     111  make  his  bones  rattle. 

Bodice-maker,    111  lace  his  sides. 

Gardener.     Ill  make  him  water  Ait  plants, 

Alewife,    111  reckon  with  him. 

Cuckold,    1*11  make  him  pull  in  his  Aorws. 

Old  Woman.     Ill  mumbk  him. 

Hangman,    1*11  throttle  him. 

But  at  last,  the  people,  having  received  assurances  that 
William  Wood  was  neither  in  the  house  nor  kingdom, 
appointed  certain  comroissiouers  to  hang  him  in  efSgy, 
whereof  the  whole  ceremony  and  procession  deserve  to 
be  transmitted  to  posterity. 

First,  the  way  was  cleared  by  a  detachment  of  the 
black-guardSf  with  short  sticks  in  their  hands,  and 
cockades  of  paper  in  their  hats. 

Then  appeared  William  Wood,  esq.,  represented  to 
the  life  by  an  old  piece  of  carved  timber,  taken  from 
the  keel  of  a  ship.  Upon  his  face,  which  looked  very 
dismal,  were  fixed,  at  proper  distances,  several  pieces  of 
his  own  coin,  to  denote  who  he  was,  and  to  rignify  his 
calling  and  his  crime.  He  wore  on  his  head  a  peruke, 
very  artfully  composed  of  four  old  mops;  a  halter 
about  his  neck  served  him  for  a  cravat.  His  clothes 
were  indeed  not  so  neat  and  elegant  as  is  usual  with 
persons  in  his  condition,  (which  some  censorious  people 
imputed  to  affectation,)  for  he  was  covered  with  a 
large  rug  of  several  colours  in  patchwork.  He  was 
home  on  the  shoulders  of  an  able-bodied  porter.  In 
his  march  by  St.  Stephen's  Green  he  often  bowed  on 
both  sides  to  show  his  respects  to  the  company.  His 
deportment  was  grave;  and  his  countenance,  though 
somewhat  penrive,  was  very  composed. 

Behind  him  followed  his  father  alone,  in  a  long 
mourning-cloak,  with  his  hat  over  his  nose,  and  a 
handkerchief  in  his  hand  to  wipe  tears  ftt>m  his  face. 

Next  in  order  marched  the  executioner  himself  in 
person,  whose  venerable  aspect  drew  the  eyes  of  the 
whole  assembly  upon  him;  but  he  was  further  dis- 
tinguished by  a  halter,  which  he  bore  upon  his  left 
shoulder  as  a  badge  of  his  office. 

Then  followed  two  persons  hand  in  hand.  The  one 
representing  William  Wood's  brother-in-law ;  the  other 
a  certain  nddler  his  intimate  friend,  whose  name  I 
forget.  Each  had  a  small  kettle  in  his  hand,  wherein 
was  a  reasonable  quantity  of  the  new  halfpence.    At 
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proper  periods  they  shook  their  kettles,  which  made  a 
melancholy  somid,  like  the  ringing  of  a  knell  for  their 
partner  and  confederate. 

After  these  followed  several  officers,  whose  assistance 
was  necessary  for  the  more  decent  performance  of  the 
great  work  in  hand. 

The  procession  was  closed  with  an  innumerable 
crowd  01  people,  who  frequently  sent  out  loud  huzzas ; 
which  were  censured  by  wiser  heads  as  a  mark  of  in- 
humanity, and  an  ungenerous  triumph  over  the  un- 
fortunate, without  duly  considering  tne  various  vicis- 
situdes of  human  life.  However,  as  it  becomes  an 
impartial  historian,  I  will  not  conceal  one  observation, 
that  Mr.  Wood  himself  appeared  wholly  unmoved, 
without  the  least  alteration  m  his  countenance ;  only 
when  he  came  within  sight  of  the  fatal  tree,  which 
happened  to  be  of  the  same  species  of  timber  with  his 
own  person,  he  seemed  to  be  somewhat  pensive. 

At  the  place  of  execution  he  appeared  undaunted,  nor 
was  seen  to  shed  a  tear.  He  made  no  resistance,  but 
submitted  himself  with  great  resignation  to  the  hang- 
man, who  was  indeed  thought  tti  use  him  with  too 
much  roughness,  neither  kissing  him  nor  asking  him 
pardon.  His  dying  speech  was  printed  and  deserves 
to  be  written  in  letters  of  gold.  Being  asked  whether 
it  were  his  own  true  genuine  speech,  he  did  not  deny  it. 

Thoee  of  the  Botier  sex  who  attended  the  ceremony 
lamented  that  so  comely  and  weW'iimbered  a  man 
should  come  to  so  untimely  an  end.  He  hung  but  a 
short  time,  for,  upon  feeling  his  breast,  they  found  it 
cold  and  stiff. 

It  is  strange  to  think  how  this  melancholy  spectacle 
turned  the  hearts  of  the  people  to  compassion.  When 
he  was  cut  down,  the  body  was  carried  through  the  whole 
city  to  gather  contributions  for  his  wake,  arid  all  sorts 
of  people  showed  their  liberality  according  as  they  were 
able,  llie  ceremony  was  performed  in  an  alehouse  of 
distinction,  and  in  a  manner  suitable  to  the  quality  of 
the  deceased. 

While  the  attendants  were  discoursing  about  his 
funeral,  a  wortliy  member  of  the  assembly  stood  up  and 
proposed  that  the  body  should  be  carried  out  the  next 
day  and  burned  with  the  same  pomp  and  formalities 
used  at  his  execution,  which  would  prevent  the  malice 
of  his  enemies  and  all  indignities  that  might  be  done 
to  his  remains.  This  was  agreed  to ;  and  about  nine 
o'clock  on  the  following  morning  there  appeared  a  second 
procession.  But  burning  not  having  been  any  part  of 
the  sentence,  authority  thought  fit  to  interpose,  and  the 
corpse  was  rescued  by  the  civil  power. 

We  hear  the  body  is  not  yet  interred,  which  occa- 
sioiu  many  speculations.  But  what  is  more  wonderful, 
it  is  positively  affirmed  by  many  who  pretend  to  have 
been  eye-witnesses  that  there  does  not  appear  to  be  the 
least  alteration  in  any  one  lineament  or  feature  of  his 
countenance,  nor  visible  decay  in  his  whole  frame, 
further  than  what  had  been  made  by  worms  long 
before  his  execution.  The  solution  of  which  difficulty 
1  shall  leave  among  naturalists. 


WOOD'S  CONFESSION 

TO  THE  MOB  OP  THE  CITY  OF  DUBUN. 


Gbntlbmbn, 

As  justice  manifestly  proves  the  mainspring  on  which 
men  endowed  with  die  most  noble  faculties  generally 
move,  so  it  exerts  itself  as  the  most  rigid  antagonist  to 
human  nature  when  ouce  violated,  even  in  the  most 
minute  respect. 

I,  William  Wood,  whose  chief  inclinations  were  to 
leave  you  in  a  wood,  am  sufficiently  convinced  that  I 
have  in  a  great  respect  incurred  your  displeasure  by 
aiming  at  your  ruin^  at  the  levelling  of  so  noble  a 


country  even  to  the  ground,  the  inhabitants  whereof 
never  prejudiced  me  nor  mine.  With  an  aspect  veiled 
over  with  gloomy  confusion,  and  a  conscience  agitated 
by  the  greatest  remorse,  I  am  convinced  that  I  have 
merited,  and  am  liable  to  suffer,  this  punishment  which 
the  laws  of  a  just  and  a  most  wronged  country  have 
deemed  convenient  to  be  inflicted  on  me. 

In  the  first  respect,  I  have  most  vilely  abused  a  gift 
conferred  on  me  by  so  good  a  protector  and  so  graciuui 
a  king;  and  in  the  next  place,  proposed  to  build  my 
fortune  on  the  ruined  foundations  of  an  innocent  king- 
dom. Yet  I  hope  that  my  damnable  inclinations  may 
not  survive  me,  or  my  d^eneracy  from  my  indigent 
yet  honest  ancestors  remain  an  aspersion  to  my  innocent 
posterity. 

My  parents*  fortune  proving  insufficient,  and  my 
faculties  somewhat  incapable,  they  endeavoured  (and 
to  be  sure  with  no  small  expense)  to  procure  me  an 
employment  whereby  I  might  enjoy  an  honest  living, 
and  prove  a  credit  both  to  diem  and  myself. 

At  the  expiration  of  my  apprenticeship,  being  by  an 
indenture  bound  to  a  brazier,  they  endeavoured  by 
degrees  to  purchase  for  me  instruments,  and  by  my 
own  sedulity  I  endeavoured  to  increase  them.  But 
setting  up  for  myself  in  a  short  time^  I  came  into 
tolerable  good  acquaintance  and  good  business,  and  at 
length  obtained  a  patent  from  our  most  gracious  king 
George,  by  the  interest  of  others,  for  the  coining  of  half- 
pence and  farthings  for  the  use  of  one  of  his  majesty  s 
dominions  called  Ireland. 

But  I,  like  a  grand  juror,  a  designing  knave,  and 
perfidious  villain  (which  humble  confession,  with  my 
life,  I  am  apt  to  think  are  sufficient  to  make  a  restitu- 
tion for  my  frustrated  stratagem),  applied  my  gift  to  a 
wrong  use. 

Therefore  as  it  hath  been  my  misfortune  to  trace 
the  paths  of  unhappiness,  pity  my  disconsolate  condi- 
tion. Reproach  me  not  hereafter  so  vilely  as  ye  have 
done  me  heretofore,  but  let  your  rebukes  be  mitigated 
with  the  sweets  of  lenity,  and  say,  as  it  was  told  to 
Alexander  the  coppersmith, — I  have  done  you  much 
wrong,  for  which  I  pray  that  I  may  be  indulged  at  the 
great  bar  of  my  offended  Creator. 

You'll  see,  gentlemen  of  the  mob,  that  in  a  little  time 
I  hope  to  find  out  some  way  or  other  to  make  you  a]I 
satisfaction  for  the  great  care  that  you  have  taken  of 
me.  Some  of  you  nave  made  a  good  hand  by  me 
already,  and  will  make  more  in  a  short  time ;  but  I 
assure  you  that  you  shall  not  have  one  halfpenny  or 
farthing  of  my  money  into  your  country,  for  I  will  find 
some  other  place  for  them. 

Sure  this  will  quell  your  loud  acclamations  against 
me,  and  prevent  any  further  mobs. 

For  the  performance  of  the  above  I  give  under  my 
hand,  Will.  Wood. 


THE  DRAPIER'S  LETTER 

TO  THE  GOOD  PEOPLE  OF  IRELAND.    1745. 


In  the  year  174A  lord  CSiesterfield  uriTed  aa  lord-lieutenant  in 
Ireland.  Swift  was  then  in  a  state  of  imbecility,  and  soon  aAer 
died.  The  following  paper  was  published  under  so  popular  a 
name,  to  divert  the  Irian  from  the  idiemea  of  the  Jacobite*. 


My  dear  Countbvmbn, 
It  is  now  some  considerable  time  since  I  troubled  you 
with  my  advice ;  and  as  I  am  growing  old  and  infirm, 
I  was  in  good  hopes  to  have  been  quietly  laid  in  my 
grave  before  any  occasion  offered  of  addressing  you 
again ;  but  my  affection  for  you,  which  does  not  decay 
though  my  poor  body  does,  obliges  me  once  more  to 
|nit  you  in  mind  of  your  true  interests^  that  you  may 
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not  tmwarily  run  yourtelves  into  danger  and  distreM 
lor  want  of  understanding  or  seriously  considering  it. 

I  have  many  reasons  to  believe  that  there  are  not  few 
a?nong  you  who  secretly  rejoice  at  the  rebellion  which 
is  now  raised  in  Scotland,  and  perhaps  conceive  hopes 
of  some  alteration  for  the  better  in  their  circumstances 
and  condition  if  it  ^ould  succeed.  It  is  those  mis- 
taken people  whom  I  design  to  talk  to  in  this  letter, 
and  I  desire  no  more  of  them  than  to  give  me  a  fair 
hearing,  examining  coolly  with  themselves  whether 
what  I  shall  say  be  true. 

it  is  no  objection  to  my  speaking  to  them  that  they 
are  generally  papists.  I  do  not  know  how  other  people 
are  disposed;  but  for  my  part,  I  hate  no  man  nir  nis 
religion ;  I  look  upon  a  papist  as  my  countryman  and 
neigfaboar,  though  I  happen  myself  to  be  a  protestant 
And  if  I  know  what  advice  is  good  for  him,  I  can  see 
no  reason  why  I  should  not  give  it  him,  or  why  he 
should  not  take  it 

^  A  papist  has  sense,  I  suppose,  like  other  men,  to  see 
his  interest  and  advantage,  and  the  same  natural  desire 
to  embrace  it  where  he  finds  it ;  and  if  I  can  show  him 
where  it  lies,  he  will  not,  I  believe,  kick  it  from  him, 
barely  to  tpite  me  as  a  protestant 

1  hawe  nothing  to  say  to  the  popish  gentry  of  this 
kingdom.  The^  would  hardly  take  such  a  plain  man*s 
adrioe ;  and  besides,  they  have  so  many  ways  of  coming 
off  safe  themselves,  though  the  poor  people  were  undone, 
that  I  need  not  be  concerned  for  them. 

My  care  is  for  the  common  people— the  labourers, 
&rmcrs,  artificeiB,  and  tradesmen  of  this  nation ;  who 
•le  in  danger  of  being  deluded  by  their  betters,  and 
made  tools  of  to  serve  their  purposes,  without  any  ad- 
v3otag«  to  themselves.  It  is  possible  that,  among  the 
kads  and  squires,  one  perhaps  of  a  hundred  would  get 
■uoaethiDg  by  a  change.  Places  and  employments  will 
be  promised  them,  no  doubt ;  and  a  few  of  those  pro- 
mises, perbap,  the  French  and  Scotch  friends  of  the 
pretender  might  give  him  leave  to  keep.  But  what 
are  the  poorer  sort  the  better  all  this  while  Y  Will  the 
labourer  get  one  farthing  a-day  moref  Will  the 
timer's  rent  be  lowered!  Will  the  artificer  be  more 
employed,  or  better  paidf  Will  the  tradesman  get 
mure  caatomeTa,  or  have  fewer  scores  upon  his  books  ? 

I  have  been  bred  in  a  careful  way  of  life,  and  never 
ventured  upon  any  project  without  consulting  my 
jhIIow  first  how  much  I  should  be  a  gainer  in  the  up- 
shot. I  wiah  my  good  countrymen  would  do  so  too, 
and,  before  diey  grow  fond  of  change,  ask  themselves 
this  sober  question,  Whether  it  would  better  their  con- 
dition if  it  were  really  brought  about  f  If  it  would 
not,  to  what  purpose  do  we  wish  itf  If  the  poor 
labourer,  wfaen  all  is  over,  is  to  be  a  labourer  still, 
and  earn  his  gxoat  a-day  as  hardly  as  he  did  before,  I 
cannoC  find  why  he  should  think  it  worth  his  while 
to  venture  a  leg  or  an  arm,  and  the  gallows  too  into  the 
bargain,  to  be  just  where  he  set  out  If  he  must  dig 
and  deWe  when  the  pretender  is  settled  on  the  throne, 
he  had  aa  good  stick  to  it  now,  for  any  difference  I 
can  see. 

I  bdiere  my  countrymen  are  not  so  mad  as  to  ima* 
gine  the  pretender  can,  or  will,  give  every  one  of  them 
estates ;  and  I  am  sure,  if  he  does  not,  they  can  be  only 
vbere  Ihey  were.  If  a  farmer  must  pay  his  rent,  I  see 
vt  reajon  that  be  should  be  much  concerned  whether 
W  pays  it  to  one  man  or  to  another.  His  popish  land- 
Wl  will,  I  suppose,  demand  it  as  soon  and  as  strictly 
ss  a  protestant ;  and  if  he  does  not  pay  it,  potmd  his 
tattle,  or  distrain  his  goods,  as  readily  at  least. 

I  have  not  observed  that  tenants  to  popish  landlords 
wear  tighter  clothes,  ride  better  cattle,  or  spend  more 
money  at  markets  and  fairs,  than  the  tenants  on  pro- 
tntaota*  crates ;  therefore  I  cannot  believe  they  are 


better  used.  On  the  contrary,  I  know  from  long  expe- 
rience that  there  is  more  money  taken  in  my  shop  from 
the  latter  than  the  former;  and  therefore  I  suppose 
that,  generally  speaking,  they  are  in  better  circum- 
stances. I  could  wish  all  of  them  had  better  bar- 
gains ;  but  since  they  will  not  be  mended  by  the  best 
successes  that  their  own  hearts  could  wish  to  the  pre- 
tender, tbey  may  as  well  be  quiet,  and  make  the  best 
of  such  as  they  have  already. 

There  is  not  a  more  foolish  trade  than  fighting  for 
nothing ;  and  I  hope  my  good  countrymen  will  be  too 
wise  to  be  persuaded  into  it.  Fine  speeches  and  fair 
promises  will  not  be  wanting  to  delude  them ;  but  let 
them  remember  the  warning  I  now  give  them,  that, 
when  all  is  over,  the  very  best  that  can  befall  them  is  to 
have  their  labour  for  their  pains. 

I  doubt  not  but  you  are  told  *'  that  you  will  all  be 
made  ;*'  and  I  do  not  expect  that  you  should  take  my 
word  to  the  contrary.  1  desire  only  that  you  would 
trust  the  understanding  God  has  given  you,  and  not  be 
fooled  out  of  your  senses.  Will  the  manufacturer  be 
made  by  an  entire  stop  to  business  f  or  the  tradesman 
by  being  obliged  to  shut  up  shop  f  And  yet  you  all 
must  know  that  in  a  civil  war  no  work  can  be  carried 
on,  nor  any  trade  go  forward.  I  hope  you  are  not  yet 
so  stupid  as  to  think  that  people  will  build  houses, 
buy  nch  furniture,  or  make  up  fine  clothes,  when  we 
are  altogether  by  the  ears,  and  nobody  can  tell  to 
whose  share  they  will  fall  at  last :  and  if  there  be  no 
buyers,  you  can  have  no  employers.  Merchants  will 
not  stock  themselves  with  goods  when  there  is  no  de- 
mand for  them,  to  have  their  shops  rifled  and  their 
storehouses  broken  open  and  plundered  by  one  side 
or  the  other. 

Indeed,  my  good  friends  and  countrymen,  let  de- 
signing people  say  what  they  please,  you  will  all  be 
ruined  in  the  struggle,  let  it  end  which  way  it  will ; 
and  it  well  deserves  your  thoughts,  whether  it  is  worth 
your  while  to  beggar  yourselves  and  families  that  the 
man's  name  upon  the  throne  may  be  James  instead  of 
George.  You  will  probably  see  neither  of  them  while 
you  live,  nor  be  one  penny  the  richer  for  the  one  or 
for  the  other ;  and,  if  you  take  my  advice,  you  will  ac- 
cordingly not  trouble  your  heads  about  them. 

You  may  think  it  a  fine  thing,  when  you  get  drunk 
over  your  ale,  to  throw  up  your  caps  and  cry,  "  Long 
live  king  James  !'*  but  it  would  be  a  wiser  thing  to 
think  how  you  will  live  yourselves  after  you  are  beg- 
gared in  his  cause.  Will  he  make  good  your  losses  f 
pay  one  man  for  the  plundering  of  his  warehouse,  and 
another  for  the  rifling  of  his  shop  f  Will  he  give  you 
money,  think  ye,  to  release  your  own  and  your  wives' 
clothes,  which  you  must  pawn  for  bread,  because  no 
work  is  stirring  ?  Will  he  buy  new  looms  and  tackle 
for  you,  because  yours  have  been  burnt  and  destroyed! 
If  you  fancy  so,  you  are  strangely  imposed  upon 
indeed.  He  will  have  other  things  to  do  with  his 
money ;  or,  if  he  had  any  to  niare,  there  will  be  hungry 
Frenchmen  enough  about  him  to  snap  it  up  before  it 
comes  to  you. 

I  will  not  say  anything  to  you  about  the  dangers 
you  must  run  in  the  course  of  a  civil  war,  though  they 
are  very  dreadful  and  more  horrid  than  you  can  pos* 
sibly  imagine,  because  1  cannot  think  that  there  is  any 
need  of  it^  I  have  shown  you  very  plainly  that  if  you 
should  be  cleluded  to  take  arms,  you  fight  for  less  than 
nothing,  for  the  undoing  of  yourselves  and  families ; 
and  if  this  argument  will  not  prevail  uprm  you  to  be 
quiet,  I  can  only  pray  for  you  that  God  will  be  pleased 
to  restore  you  to  the  right  use  of  your  understanding. 
I  am  your  old  and  faithful  friend. 

Tub  Dr'^pieb. 
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A  TRIPOS. 


A  TRIPOS, 

OR  SPEECH,  DELIVERED  AT  A  COMMENCEMENT  IN 

THE  UNIVERSITY  OF  DUBUN, 

Held  there,  July  11.  1688. 

BY  MR.  JOHN  JONES, 

THEN    A.B.,    APTBRWABDB    O.D. 


Ths  reMaichei  of  Dr.  Barrett  have  thrown  light  upon  moat  of 
the  peraoQi  aatiriiad  in  the  following  Tripos :  beeideB  which,  we 
are^  indebted  to  hb  essay  on  the  eorlCar  part  of  thi*  Life  of 
Swift  for  the  following  general  information : — 

"  At  the  onmmencement.  in  July  16SM,  when  this  Tripoe  was 
nonounced,  I  find  that  the  under-named  persons  took  the 
following  d'-grees ;  to  all  of  whom  allusions  are  m<ide  in  it : 

"  Mr.  WiUiam  King,  (afterwards  archbUhop  of  Dublin.) 
B.D.  and  D.D. ;  Mr- Charles  Owithers,  M.D./,  and  J<*remy 
Marsh.  Alexander  Jephson.  Thomas  Gox,  Richard  Bairy* 
WilUam  rirrell,  Allen  Maddiion.  William  Warren.  Jo.Travers. 
&c.,  were  admitted  to  the  degree  of  A.M. 

"Jephson  was  afterwards  a  clerg>-man.  and  had  the  school  of 
Camber  well.  He  and  Owithers,  and  several  others,  were 
eensared  on  Taiioua  occasions  by  the  board,  as  was  also 
Nich.  Knight,  whose  name  occurs  in  this  Tripos.  At  the  same 
time  appear  on  the  books  of  the  butterv,  among  the  resident 
doctors  and  masters,  tiie  namei  of  Dr.  Foy.  (who  had  been  a 
senior  fellow,  bat.  like  Foley,  had  resigned.)  Dr.  Owithers, 
Mr.  Napper.  Mr.  Jephson.  Mr.  Cox,  Mr.  Terrill,  and  Mr. 
Delauny.  The  other  names  occurring  in  the  Tripos  are  all 
names  of  persons  who  had  been  students  in  the  college,  but  at 
that  time  some  of  them  had  left  it.  We  also  mky  And  some  of 
the  names  occurring  in  King's  Stale  of  the  Protestants,  such  nm 
that  of  dean  Olandee.  a  person  of  abilities,  but  whose  charac- 
ter has  l>een  reproached  with  the  imputation  of  Immorality." 


ACT  I. 

OcciDiT  miierot  Cfambe  repetita  maglstrat. 

Your  probaboy  pnbabo,  is  as  dtill  as  a  Trinity-Sun- 
day termon. 

Dii  boni,  qiiaa  novas  aves  hie  video !  Tot  habemus 
barbaros  ignoramos  et  foppos:  tot  doctores  indoctos, 
rammot  academicos,  cives  aldermanicos,  nisdcos  per- 
sooas,  and  so  many  pretty,  pretty  little  rogues,  that 
ihotdd  I  speak  Latin,  I  should  banter  ten  parts  of  the 
company.  Wherefore,  for  the  sake  of  the  ladies,  bullies, 
the  Rtmis,  and  fellow-oommoners,  111  order  it  (as  I 
know  you  all  would  have  it)  that  the  English  be  ten 
to  one  against  the  Roman. 

Lenite  clamorem,  till  1  show  these  gentlemen  the  ci- 
vilities of  the  house. 

Non  temere  decet  quidem  ut  salutemus  libenter. 
Salvete  igttur  quotquot  reverenda  vel  ridicula,  docta 
vel  rummosa  capita;  sed  imprimis  salvus  sit  Doctor 
Acton,  (ut  inquit  Krasmus)  Adileticd  :  superannuati 
omnes  salvi  sint  pancratice  :  et,  si  qui  adsiiit  oomuti, 
quod  verisimile  est,  valeant  tauricd ;  deinde  si  quis  ad- 
sit  medicus  immedicabilis,  qui  skulkat  subter  id  man- 
tic»,  quod  in  tergo  est,  docto  in  cujus  capite  iEacula- 
pius  viget,  sed  in  ossibus  dominatus  astronomia  et 
eUaeto  oorpore  tottis  inharet  Galenus  et  Hippocrates,  si 
possibilo  sit,  inquam,  valeat  ille ;  sed  pra  eateris  cleri- 
cum  istum  clericorum  salvere  jubeo,  who  preaches  in 
an  oven,  and  is  of  tlie  same  name  and  heraldry  with 
an  eminent  blind  cobbler,  who,  when  the  kingdom  was 
all  out  of  the  stitches,  vamped  himself  a  colonel :  if  his 
gravity  be  here,  I  salute  him  for  seven  several  reasons. 

First,  Because  he  drinks  and  goes  to  the  bog-house 
for  fourteen  reasons  ;  but  cannot  give  one  for  selling  his 
organs  to  a  mass-bouse. 

Secondly,  Because  (according  to  his  own  phrase)  he 
preaches  by  the  London  standard,  which  never  lessened, 
as  I  know  of,  but  thrice,  and  then  Stillingfleet  and 
Tillotson  them^lves  were  not  one  jot  better  or  worse, 
onless  we  say  with  the  poet, 

Sed  mali  dnm  recitas.  Incipit  ease  tuns. 

Thirdly,  Because,  when  he  came  from  England,  he 
wore  as  much  silk  for  a  doublet  as  made  his  sister  (joy 
be  with  her,  as  he  said)  a  manteau  and  petticoat. 
'^  -«Te,  Whether  then  Mr.  Parson  wore  the  breastplate 


of  righteotisne«f  It  is  plain  he  did,  and  that  his  in- 
tentioni  were  honooiable,  for  the  next  Sunday  follow- 
ing he  preached,-~Give  Caear  his  due.  It  is  ill-nature, 
then,  in  Bunbury*s  wife's  husband  to  revile  him  for  ^ii ; 
and,  to  speak  in  the  phrase  of  a  pretty  little  senior  fel- 
low, T1wre*sno  Jew  but  would  be  more  gentle. 

Fourthly,  Because  he  consecrates  as  much  water  at 
once  as  makes  Christians  for  a  month. 

Fif^ly,  Because  he  invited  to  his  sister's  funeral  none 
but  (as  he  was  pleased  to  call  them)  the  cream  of  the 
parish,  viz,,  those  that  kept  coaches.  Now  himself  upon 
nimself ;  his  conclusion  in  such  a  case  will  be  thus, 
That  all  the  curds  and  cream  in  the  parish  tour  it  in 
coaches,  while  the  poor  skim-milk  and  bonny-clobber 
trudge  a*foot.  I  wonder  Mr.  Leeson,  with  his  cream 
of  tlMology,  is  not  his  parishioner.  There  is  a  men  for 
the  freshmen.     But, 

Sixthly,  Because  he  lives  by  the  canon,  and  yet  cor- 
rects the  Rubrick. 

Seventhly,  and  lastly,  Becausehe  made  himself  a  large 
and  ponderous  night-cap,  after  the  exact  model  of  his 
church ;  and  this  he  did  for  two  reasons : — 

1st.  To  show  that  no  noddle  in  the  diocese  could  bear 
such  a  weight  as  his.  2ndly,  To  cure  a  distemuer  which, 
to  the  grief  of  his  congregation,  has  troubled  his  braini 
these  many  years.    Sed  ad  rem. 

Salviu  sit  ille  inter  socios  jimiores  cum  pedebreri  et 
naso  rhinocerotis,  who  by  his  own  sermon  of  angles  and 
triangles  has  thrice  shown  his  smattering  in  the  mathe- 
matics. Valeat  etiam  Doctor  ille  Ctvilis,  sed  Poly- 
gamister,  edentulus  sed  Polyglottus ;  qui  adeo  plenos 
ert  Uteris,  ut  in  ipsa  facie  omnes  linguarum  charactera 
graphic^  scribuntur :  Irustia  igitur,  reverende  doctor, 
susurrant  invidi,  te  jam  senio  confectnm  orientales  Itn- 
guas  non  callere,  cum  revera  index  tui  animi  sitvultoi. 
Sed  etiam  atque  etiam  salvus  sit  purpuratus  nos  graa- 
diloquus,  cui  dedit  ore  rottmdo  Musa  loqui : — 

Quem  quoad  Ikdem  et  lingnam  rocamus  Ulynem : 
Non  formoauB  erat,  sed  erat  fluundus  Ulysses.— 
No  Tartar  is  more  Otir,  no  Athenlau  better  hung. 
Sol  varnish  d  o'er  his  face,  and  Mercury  his  tongue.'* 

Quoad  altitudinem  salutemus  Ajaoem,  quod  gra* 
cilitatem  Tithonem,  quoad  caput  versatile  Priamam 
paralyticum,  quod  pedes  Achillem,  quoad  cnira  de- 
nique,  Colossum. 

Sponte  snfi  properant,  labor  est  Inhibere  volentes. 

Anglic^, 
With  awkward  gown  tHek'd  ap.  he  senw'rs  along, 
Andat  each  stride  measures  a  parasang. 

Inter  cssteroa,  peculiar!  dignus  est  salutatione  belluf 
quidam  homunculus;  I  do  not  mean  Mr.  Brady  i 
pretty  little  man,  but  the  neat,  spruce,  dapper,  6nical, 
nice  spark,  who'd  rather  sing  and  dance  in  his  chamher 
than  bowl  without  an  umbrella :  who  constantly  cartiet 
as  many  patch-boxes  in  his  pocket  as  would  beautify 
our  beadle,  as  many  several  sorts  of  snuff  as  would 
furnish  major-getwral  Maocaxty  and  colonel  Dempfljr 
for  a  year,  and  as  much  essence  as  would  perfume  sir 
Stampers  chamber ;  as  many  comfits  as  wotild  sweeten 
Mr.  Travers's  hacksters,  together  with  as  many  jeweli 
as  would  nuke  sir  Jephson  a  gentleman,  or  buy  Mr. 
Delauny  a  coat  of  arms.  Biesides,  he  has  such  a 
veneration  for  the  fair  sex,  that  he  would  not  presume 
to  visit  a  lady  in  a  shirt  he  had  worn  a  day,  but  by 
way  of  apology  sent  her  this  billet-doux : — 

Tgad,  madam,  I  beg  yotir  pardon  ten  diousand  tima 
for  not  paying  my  devoir  to  your  ladyship  to-day :  « 
which  transcendent  hairiness  nothing  under  the  planets 
could  have  deprived  me  but  the  damned  disappoint- 
ment of  my  sempstrea;  by  whose  neglect  I  nave  at 
present  but  seven  day-shirts,  by  which  means  I  am  un- 
provided with  linen,  and  so  rendered  utterly  incapable 
of  attending  your  ladyship  now ;  but  as  soon  as  mjT 
drea  is  agrwable,  I  fly  witli  the  wings  of  duty  and  ul>e- 
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diaMe  to  implore  your  Udyihip*8  mercy  for  my  unfortu- 
uaie  absence,  and  will  ever  snatch  at  all  opportunities 
of  nunifrsting  myself, 
M^«w»^  your  ladyship's  most  bumble  and  devoted 
•la?^  to  the  stars  or  centre, 

Tommy  Wbavbb. 

O  cms  bominnm,  O  quantum  est  in  rebus  inane. 
Ipsijsixnum  hunc  homuncionem  hoc  in  epigrammate 
notat  Martialia : 

Cotile,  bellus  homo  es,  &c. 
Anglice, 

Tlkere^*  acaree  a  vell-drea'd  ooxeomb  but  will  own 

Tonuav's  Um  prettiest  spark  about  the  town  i 

This  all  the  tnbe  of  itiuive  and  feather  say, 

Beraaae  be  nicely  moves  bv  algebra ; 

And  doea  with  method  tie  fiis  cravat-strin{(, 

Takea  tmoM  with  art.  and  shows  bis  sparkliag  ring  | 

GsB  set  his  funMop.  manage  well  his  wig. 

Can  act  a  proverb,  and  can  dance  a  jig ; 

Does  mmg  French  songa ;  can  rhyme,  and  fhmish  chat 

To  mquMlive  Miss.  Crom  Letter  or  C^xette : 
Knows  the  affidr  of  codipit  and  the  race. 

And  who  weve  ooaqaerors  at  either  plaoe; 

If  Oup  or  Tiotter  took  the  prize  away. 

And  wito  a  fortune  gain'd  tne  other  Jay. 

He  swioga  fViag'd  i^oves,  sees  plays,  writes  billets-doux, 

FiUTd  np  with  beautv.  liive.oatlis.  lies,  and  vows; 

Does  aoent  hia  ayebrows.  perfum'd  eonofits  eat. 

And  smells  like  phoenix'  nest,  or  civet-cat ; 

Dues  shave  with  pumice-stone,  compose  his  face. 

And  roUa  hia  atockiags  by  a  looklng-glasa. 

AoHMipliah'd  thus,  'R»mmy  you'U  grant,  1  hope. 

A  peetty  gpurk  at  least,  if  not  a  fop< 

Finit4  salutatione  (more  Erasmiano)  paucis  vobiscura 

oan£ibulandum  est     Sed  uti  solet  graculus  ille  Mad- 

disQD,  mihi  cotdi  est  totum  occupare  sermooem ;  I'll 

take  ail  the  chat  to  myself. 

In   fiamiliaritatem    me    nuper    ezoeperunt  virtuosi 

(liominmn  genus  in  minimis  non  minimilm  laboraus),  et 

mihi  qnsedam  natursB  non  vulgaria  nota  fecere;  quss 

bamanitatis  ergo,  et  publics  salutis  gratis,  in  lucem  jam 

pnncfo. 

First,  Mr.  Allen's  infidlible  cure  fx  the  maw- worms : 

R.  Pmi  fortis  ab  hatcho  quarttun  unum ;  rowlorum, 

sive  bfownonun  sire  alborum,  ad  minimum  tres ;  his 

addefnr  botyri  culinaris  quantum  valet  duos  denarios, 

com  bnnabo  radishorum  vel  watergrassi ;  deinde  sto- 

raachi    equini   quantum  sufficit      Haec  omnia  hort 

octav^  antemeridiani  quotidie  devorentur,  et  cert^  vix 

ad  prandiom  usque  lababit  stomachus. 

Secondly,  Dr.  Molyneux,'  his  rare  discovery  of  part  of 

the  meat's  siidilen  digestion  and  corruption  in  the  mouth, 

thus: — 

R.  Pinqois  caponis  leggum  unimi  et  wingum,  tosti 

sbpoldroHnotontis  et  camis  bovine  un&  slizum  unum 

vd  altcmin;  anseris  juvenilis  cum  sauso  goosberiano 

BsodicaBi  qiud ;  panis  domestic!  lun^um  moderatum  ; 

vim  rabri  et  poti  minoris  pocula  bina  vel  tria ;  et,  quod 

aamiam  est,  foBtidissimi  spiritus  quantum  sufficit : 

oris  fiat  bolus,  et  proculdubio  inter  hiatus 

dfntinww^  ct  sQper  giugivas  tam  statim  ioBtida  fiat  con- 

coctio;    quod  primus  omnium    mortalium,  si  modo 

cndibile  sit,  ingennns  notavit  ille  medicus. 

Thirdly,  the  college  butler^s  admirable  invention  of 

arllti^  a  mixture  of  ale  and  mum  for  ninepence  per* 

quart ;  and  hia  vrater  bewitched,  vix.f  small  beer  and 

for  a  penny  a  bottle ;  likewise  his  elixir  bonsB 

or  cure  for  his  first  fault     The  experiment  of 

tiic  liquids  is  wrought  by  the  help  of  a  tri^Mloor  at  mid- 

«»fht 

The  elixir  is  made  thus : — 

ft.  Vini  rubri  fiaakum  duplex,  Canarii,  sive  vini 

Htsnanici,  ampboram  unam,  vel  alteram  ;  academici  et 

grabbiDovum  tolemanni  quanttmi  sufficit :  deferantur 

ad  caroeiam  Jimioris  Decani,  quo  participante  ingurgi- 

tmtur  omnia  post  noctunium  catalogum. 

*  Dr.  Tboataa  Molyaeux.  the  vounger  brother  of  William 
Wolyocux.  the  eorrespoodent  of  Mr.  Locke,  commenced  M.  D. 
Jaiy.  laST. 


If  this  will  not  work  the  effect  alone,  I  refer  you  to  his 
wonderful  sympathetic  prescription,  which  is  thus  : — 

R.  The  tongue  of  Mother  Jenkinson,  aliat  Madam 
University,  which  will  soothe  the  affections  of  the  head 
of  the  society.  This  being  done,  let  the  jpatient  dine 
thrice  a-week  on  a  national  dish  *,  and  if  this  &il,  *tis  an 
odd  thing,  nam  probatum  est 
Moreover,  I  recommend  to  you. 
Dean  Manby's  and  archdeacon  Baynard's  ointment  for 
a  warping  conscience. 

Mr.  Oliver  Talent's*  prescription  for  the  worms  in  the 
noddle. 

Sir  ConoUy's  new  Treatise  of  Armory,  entitled  Ex 
quovis  ligno  non  fit  Mercurius. 

Madam  Dicky  Barry's  ingenious  machine  for  putting 
on  finical  bands. 

Mr.  Scrogg's  composition  of  puns. 
Mr.  Griffith's   approved-of  opiiun  matutinum,   for 
soaking. 

Mr.  Downes's  excellent  potio  coffiana,  for  expelling 
soporiferous  humours. 

Priscianus  vulneratus,  ali&s,  methodus  credendi  Ar- 
ticulos,  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  King. 

Doctor  Nappier's"*  Elegy  on  a  broken  Bellarmine  of 
Ale,  entitled,  Amphora  non  meruit  tam  pretiosa  mori. 
An  excellent  engine  for  working  embroidery,  by  my 
very  good  lord  Charlemont. 

Likewise  hb  lordship's  Praxis  Arithmetica,  showing 
that  24  and  24  make  48 ;  this,  as  simple  as  it  seems  to 
be,  cost  the  honourable  lord  some  pains,  and  his  lady 
some  blushes. 

An  infallible  unguent  for  the  spleen  in  the  toe,  by 
the  rev.  Dr.  Foy. 

And,  lastly,  Mr.  Smith's  Art  of  Compliance,  proving 
humility  to  be  the  practice  of  the  age,  and  showing  how 
the  college  butler  may  be  the  dear  companion  of  the 
junior  dean.  For  all  which  I  refer  you  to  the  respec- 
tive authors,  except  the  last,  which  Mr.  Smith  proves 
syllogistically  thus : — 

Moris  est  humilitas,  ergo 
Junior  Decanus  et  Promus  Senior 
possint  esse  magni. 

Probo  antecedens. 

Si  generosus  marmorizat  cum  puero, 
Anglic^,  Plays  marbles  with  his  boy, 
Tunc  moris  est  humilitas. 

Sed  generosus  marmorizat  cum  puero.     Ergo,  &c. 
Probo  minorem  instantiam. 

Magister  Sayers  marmorizat  cum  puero, 
Sed  magister  Sayers  est  generosus.     Ergo,  &c. 
Probo  aliter. 

Si  doctissimus,  altissimus,  necnon  longd  notissimus 
Doctor  in  Universitate  scrubbat  suas  tabulas  et  brushat 
suas  cathedras,  tunc  raoris  est  humilitas. 

Sed  talis  doctor  scrubbat  suas  tabtdas,  &c.  Ergo,  &c. 
Hoc  etiam  probari  potest  instauti^. 
But  the  tall  gentleman  in  the  robes  would  not  have 
it  known.  Cum  itaque  magister  (te  Decanum  allo- 
quor)  argumentis  hisce  validis  viudicetur  tua  humilitas, 
quid  obstat  quo  minus  inter  te  et  Danielum  mutua 
foveatur  familiaritas. 

Ede.  bibe,  donni,  post  mortem  nulla  voluptas. 

Namque  inter  Tanaim  nihil  est  socerumque  Viselli. 
Coach  it  away,  then,  aud  empty  his  nitclien : 
A  lord  in  Pingall  plays  tennis  with  ditchers. 

Hen,  heu,  quaiiti  hie  desiderantur  socci  et  handker- 
chiefi,  tantum  est  inter  vos  clamoris,  sudoris ;  tantum 
est  hogorum,  ut  piget  usque  morari.  Pergat  igitiur  (ut 
inquit  Dr.  Acton)  suo  modo  Dominiui  Barry.  Sed 
heus  tu,  Magister  Will-be,  sive  graduate  medioxime, 
SerenissimsB  Elizabethse  dormiant  cineres.  Not  a  word 
of  Protestant  Bess. 

*  Oliver  Tallant,  admitted  20lh  May,  167T. 
b  Gerard  Nappier.  admitted  18th  July.  1677 . 
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ACT  II. 

Oppon.  Dom.  Barry. — In  tempore  veni,  quod  om- 
nium renim  est  primum. 

Nam  vereor,  Domine,  you  are  brought  as  low  as 
Witherton  in  Chevy  Chase,  or  Mr.  Lloyd  in  the  chapeL 
Ridicula  capita !  inepto  rbu  res  ineptior  nulla  est. 
f .  'Absint  joci  (aa  sir  Jephson  said,  when  he  had  none*), 
res  seria  jam,  mio  de  iuneribus,  agitur.  Muliercula 
enim  misella  humanissima,  nobis  vicina,  et  Magistri 
Hewetson  soror  unica,  non  ita  pridem  moriebatur ;  nee 
amicorum  immemor  ingrata  dicessit :  sed  quicquid 
vel  corpusculi  sui  vel  rei  humano  foret  usui,  hoc  supremo 
testamento,  amicis  suis  in  formam  subsequeutem  beuigna 
legavit. 

Tlu  Last  Will  and  Tettamtni  of  Mr;  Mary  Hewetnn, 

She  bequeathed  her  brains  to  a  learned  grave  gentle- 
man,- who  has  shaked  his  own  out  of  his  noddle,  whose 
name  I  was  forbid  to  tell  you,  but  111  do  as  good  as 

will,  111  find  somebody  here  that Amoveate  qusBso, 

amoveate  paulisper.  Oh !  salve,  Magister  Bumdge  f 
I  remember  Tommy  Cox  told  me  yours  were  addle, 
and  therefore  I  present  them  to  you,  if  her  brother  lays 
no  claim  to  them. 

Her  tongue  (which  even  after  death  is  the  eause  of 
controversy)  some  affirm  she  left  to  Mrs.  Homcastle  :^ 
but  the  true  opinion  is,  she  bequeathed  to  Mrs.  Jenkin- 
son,  whose  speaking  organ  (as  I  told  you  before}  is 
employed  in  Mrs.  DonelFs  elixir  bonsB  famsa. 

Her  teeth  she  left  to  Mrs.  Homcastle,  who  has  such 
an  unruly  member  of  her  own,  that  it  needs  at  least  a 
double  guard. 

She  bequeathed  her  hair  to  Mr.  Leeson,  to  make  him 
a  wig. 

Her  coloured  silk  petticoat  to  furnish  Mr.  Delauny 
with  a  pair  of  breeches ;  and  her  looking-glass  and 
night-rail  to  my  lady  Neddy  Hall.  Her  toothpick  to 
Dr.  Loft»s,  and  patch-box  to  Mrs.  Lucy  Coghill,<: 
which  so  disguised  her  at  the  Confirmation  in  St. 
Werburgh's  church,  that  the  lealous  archdeacon  did 
not  know  sir  John's  daughter;  sed  lelo  verd  Fitzge- 
raldina  exclamavit,  **  My  lord,  my  lord,  her  face  is 
against  the  canon :  I  know  not  who  she  is,  and  I  won*t 
present  her." 

Sed,  reverende  vir,  monstrat  tibi  poeta,  quo  pacto 
agnosceres  virginem. 

Cui  numerosa  linont  stellantem  splenia  ftrontem, 
Ignons,  qu«B  sit  ?  Splenia  tulle,  legea. 

But  to  return ;  she  left  her  courageous  heart  to  pretty 
Mr.  Weaver. 

Her  beauty  (now  you  all  expect  111  say,  to  sir  Bayly 
and  Fitisimons  ;  no  truly,  but)  to  as  worthy  a  gentle- 
man, the  reverend  the  {«-ovost :  and  her  conscience  to 
the  derk  of  the  kitchen,  of  whom  (by  way  of  digression*') 
take  this  character : — 

AlCollege  Steward 
is  an  animal  mixture,  a  medley  or  hodge-podge  of 
butcher  and  cook,  of  scullion  and  scholar.     He  livese 
negatively  by  the  privation  of  others,  and  mortifies  more 
flesh  than  all  the  divines  in  the  kingdom.     Did  he 

*  Esekiel  Burridge,  who  is  mrationeid  in  the  begiuninj^  of 
the  wcond  set.  was  fleeted  Kholar  in  June  1683,  commenced 
A.0.  February  1683 — t.  and  A.M.  Julv  1687.  He  is  men- 
tioned by  Ware,  in  his  acoouut  of  the  Writers  of  Ireland,  and 
by  Ring,  in  his  State  of  the  Protestants.— Dr.  Barrktt. 

^  A  person  of  this  name  is  mentioned  in  King's  State  of  the 
X'kotestants. 

^  Daughter  of  dr  John  CoghlU,  and  sister  to  Dr.  Mannaduke 
CoKhill. 

^  Th^ae  digressions,  intersncrsed.  may  remind  as  of  the 
digressions  in  the  Tale  of  a  Tub. 

•^  The  t.fflce  of  college  stewaid  was  formerly  exercised  by  a 
scholar  of  the  house,  who  was  called  cli*rk  of  the  kitchen,  it 
is  )iro)jable  that  he  might  derive  some  aavantages  from  the 
punishment  that  consisted  in  depriving deliquents  of  commons. 
These  advantages  are  here  aUudSBd  to. 


live  among  the  ancients^  he  would  be  taken  for  a  wr»f- 
ling-master,  with  his  skin  oiled  for  the  palaestra.  Hence 
it  comes  to  pass  that  hb  greasy  shirt  pays  his  laundress, 
and  finds  her  in  soap  and  candles.  You  may  follow 
him  (like  the  old  pie-^oman)  by  his  smell.  Strangen 
passing  by  his  door  take  it  for  die  college  chandler's : 
an  ignorant  woman  went  there,  directed  by  her  nose,  to 
sell  her  kitchen-stuff.  The  butchers*  dogs  fawn  uix)n 
him,  and  follow  him  for  his  hogoes.  Without  doubt, 
they  fancy  he  carries  a  slaughter-house  about  him.  He 
spends  half  his  salary  a-yeax  in  wash-balls,  fullerV 
^rth,  and  socks.  The  scent  of  the  kitchen  has  infected 
his  breath,  and  poisoned  his  whole  mass  of  blood.  What 
the  hyperbolical  poet  said  of  tiie  Cappadocian  is  veri- 
fied in  him  without  a  trope : — 

Vipera  Gappadocem  malesana  momordit,  at  ipsa 
Oastato  periit  sangtune  Qippadocis. 

Anglice, 

A  famish'd  rat,  progging  one  night  for  food. 
Bit  Mr.  Hogoe^s  toe,  and  sock'd  the  blood  : 
Then  dull  and  drooping  the  pensive  vermin  sat. 
Gorged  with  infections  gore,  and  pois'ning  fct 

If  he  goes  to  market  fasting,  he  taints  all  the  meat  he 
cheapens ;  therefore  the  butchers  in  their  own  defence 
treat  him  to  a  breakfast.  Every  Sunday  morning  he 
so  stuffs  himself,  that  if  you  come  nigh  him  yooll 
know  what  is  for  dinner.  Every  belch ^  is  a  bill  of 
fare ;  his  bedfellow  dreams  of  grubbins  all  night.  One 
that  lay  with  him  by  accident  fancied  himself  at  the 
mouth  of  an  oven,  full  of  tainted  mutton-pies.  Mr. 
Butler,  junior,^  who,  to  stifle  his  hogoes,  lies  in  his 
socks,  would  match  him  for  a  bedfellow,  provided  th^ 
they  lay  heads  and  points.  The  pestilence  of  the  head 
would  be  requited  by  the  plague  of  the  heels.  Were 
he  in  orders,  it  would  be  dangerous  for  him  to  bapti»> ; 
he  would  make  more  ghosts  than  Christians,  and,  with 
good  words,  send  the  sucklings  packing  to  the  other 
world.  Were  he  doctor  in  the  civil  law,  his  brother 
would  rather  not  commence  than  kiss  him :  he  would 
be  as  terrible  as  the  old  gentleman  with  the  rainbow 
about  his  eyes.  He  never  says  grace  before  meat,  and 
very  good  reason ;  his  victuals,  like  the  Scotchman's 
snuff,  will  not  bide  a  blessing :  fiie  holy  words  would 
transubstantiate  them  into  maggots.  The  greatest  sin 
be  has  to  struggle  with  is  the  flesh,  and  (which  is  won- 
derful) the  oftener  he  gains  the  victory,  the  wickeder 
he  becomes.  He  thwarts  the  Rubrick,  and  makes  more 
Good  Fridays  than  Sundays  in  the  year.  When  we 
keep  Lent,<=  he  keeps  Carnival ;  and  well  he  may,  when 
odier  men  fast  for  his  sins.  He  takes  upon  him  to  be 
deputy-bursar,  and  is  called  Mr.  Steward ;  but  by  the 
same  figure  that  the  hangman  is  called  the  king's  oflicer. 
In  the  kitchen  he  rules  the  roast,  is  absolute  lord 
over  the  cleavemen,  half  master  of  the  scullions,  and 
partly  tutor,  partly  companifxi,  to  the  cooks;  hut 
always  sworn  brother  in  miquity  to  the  clerks  of  the 
buttery,  which  brings  me  to  consider  them  togetlier  in 
one  word,  and  so  bive  done.  When  these  two  meet 
(like  malevoloit  planets  in  conjunction)  'tis  ominous, 
and  denotes  a  dnrth  in  commons  and  sizings.  Nay, 
sometimes  it  foretels  a  general  punishment  Tlie 
making  of  either  of  these  is  the  spoiling  of  a  scholar; 
as  a  gentleman  bound  'prentice  forfeits  his  heraldry,  or 
the  knighthood  of  an  alderman  spoils  a  cit.  They  live 
plentifully  with  traffic  between  themselves,  and  yet 
every  day  eat  and  drink  their  bargains.  To  conclude, 
they  cast  up  their  sins  once  a-mouth,  but  do  not  repent, 
because  their  iniquities  are  confirmed  by  the  senior 
fellows. 

•  This  reminds  ns  of  the  author  of  the  Tale  of  a  Tub.  who 
enlarafsso  much  upon  the  ermttationt  of  the  ^Enlists. 

b  IVibably  Brinslcy  Butler,  at  that  time  a  student  in  the 
college. 

•  That  is,  when  we,  by  way  of  punishment,  are  put  out  of 
oommoDs.  he  derives  some  advantage  to  himself  by  it. 
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Bat  to  retain  to  the  will  :^ 

She  beqaeatlied  her  breaats  to  Mn.  Mary  C- 

of  whom  hear  the  poet : 

M&mmas  atqa*  telas  habet  Attn. :  Md  ipca  tatMram 
Dici  et  mammanun  maxima  mamma  potest. 

HcT  paint  she  left  to  one  of  those  ladies ;  and  her 
n*we  me  knew  not  whether  to  leave  to  Mr.  Loftus  or 
Mr.  liojd,  but  at  last  ordered  it  for  the  former ;  and 
out  of  her  great  charity,  ^ve  permission  to  the  latter  (1 
mean  Mr.  Lloyd)  to  furnish  himself  after  the  Hudibra- 
sian  manner  with  a  supplemental  snout  out  of  her  pos- 
teriori. 

l^sdf,  the  bequeathed  all  her  money  for  the  found- 
inir  and  endowment  of  a  new  college,  and  therefore 
ordered  UiAt  there  be  a  fair  tract  of  ground  purchased 
oat  of  Jack  Cu«ack  s  estate,  on  a  convenient  part 
whereof  there  be  erected  a  stately  pile  of  building,  after 
the  model  of  Mr.  Allen^s  mansion-house.  That  sir 
Butler's  fiunoos  library  be  bought  for  the  college  use, 
tiigetlKr  with  Stillingfleet's  and  Tillotson's  Sermons  for 
the  awi^tance  of  young  divines.  That  Mr.  Doyle,  for 
his  excellent  monk  and  profound  learning,  be  .provost; 
aud  Mr.  Btxeman,^  for  me  same  reasons,  be  vice-pro- 
vo<.  That  Nickumbottom  be  university  orator ;  sir 
Stampe,^  singing-master  and  magician;  and  that  in- 
freniotts  bachelor  of  arts,  who  read  out  all  Gassendus  s 
Aftronomy  in  a  week,  but  the  a's  and  b's,  if  sir  Moore 
pleases,  be  mathematic  professor;  and  Dr.  Mercer  be 
Donar.  Several  officers  are  yet  wanting,  as  divinity 
prufieasor,  preachers,  physicians,  lecturers,  surgeons^ 
hi«Drian«,  chemists,  civilians,  register,  linguist,  and 
roany  others,  all  which  are  to  be  supplied  by  that 
coluaKxs  of  learning,  Mr.  Foley. 

I6c  Tcro  dabium  oritur;  num  Dr.  Mercer,  cum 
spnoaa  ma  (satis  eleganti)  inhabitare  possit  academiam ; 
ti  zii*gatiir,  tunc  actum  &at  de  bursario,  qui  adeo  integer 
vice,  scelerisque  purus  :  si  affirmatur,  dii  boni,  quam 
clamosuin  necnon  rixosum  hahituri  sumus  collegium ! 
nam  fama  refert  esse  inter  illos  conjugium  conjurium, 
qood  Martiali  panim  credibile  videtur,  ut  ex  his  ver- 
ncoUa  ojostat : — 

Cam  «tw  similes,  paresque  vita,  \ 
Vvat  pcanijna,  pesiumas  maritus, 
Mirar.  acm  bene  cunTenire  vobis. 


tt  WM  fine  ordered  that  Mr.  Lloyd  should  be  the 
university  poet ;  ferunt  autem,  Magister,  tc  quondam 
peanmam  egtase  poetastrum,  ideoque 

— — —  matato  nomiae,  de  le 
Fabsla  namtur. 

Qui  Baviom  non  odit,  amet  tua  carmina,  Msvi. — 

Naa  to.  CosDoni.  distieha  longa  fscis. 

Haoc  igxtur  provinciam  habeat  dean  Glandee,  vel 
Mr.  ilewelwn. 

Ordered,  mcneover,  that  all  the  fellows  dine  and  sup 
ecn^anfly  in  the  hall,  uti  apud  nos  moris  est.  Horte- 
mv  etiazn,  at  pnepositus  parcius  absit,<i  and  to  be 
«nct]y  ofaaerved  that  all  the  students  in  the  hall,  espe- 
cially at  meat,  speak  Latin,  as  we  do. 

it  was  lately  ordered  that,  for  the  honour  and  dignity 

of  the  university,  there  should  be  introduced  a  society 

••f  freemasons,    consisting  of  gentlemen,   mechanics, 

Twrtees,  parms,  ragmen,  hacksters,  bailiffs,  divines, 

t^nkerv,    knights,    thatchers,   coblers,   poets,  justices, 

lniw<*n.  beggars,  aldermen,  paviours,  sculls,  freshmen, 

Ucfaeion,    acavingers,   masters,  sow-gelders,   doctors, 

ditdwrs,  pinips,  lords,  butchers,  and  tailors,  who  shall 

^^  tfaemaetvea  by  an  oath  never  to  discover  their 

Oiifkty  DO  aecret ;  said  to  relieve  whatsoever  strolling 


^  Edwai^  Borcoan,  admitted  llth  Janp.  1678:  his  name 
«•■  Ukro  oir  fbebooka  on  15th  October.  1686. 

<"  Timothy  Sfaimpe,  admitted  16th  May.  1682. 

*  h  spiMan  from  the  battery  books  that  provost  HuntiaK- 
*"<^  had  foaBenllj  a  non  eo.»  and  therefore  was  absent  from  the 
WIL 


distressed  brethren  they  meet  with,  after  the  example  of 
the  fraternity  of  freemasons  in  and  about  Trinity  Col- 
lege, by  whom  a  collection  was  lately  made  for,  and 
the  purse  of  charity  well  stuffied  for,  a  reduced  brother, 
who  received  their  charity  as  follows  in  this  list  of 
benefactors : — 

From  Sawney  Richardson,  a  botde  of  ale  and  two 
rolls. 

From  Mr.  Hassit,  a  pair  of  old  shoes. 

From  a  kind-hearted  butcher  at  Lazy  Hill,  a  calfs 
countenance. 

From  the  right  honourable  lord  Charlemont,  a  cast 
hat. 

From  Long  Lawrence,  an  inch  of  tobacco. 

From  Mr.  Ryder,  a  groat. 

From  Dr.  Gwithers,  an  old  glister-pipe. 

From  Mr.  Marsh  and  sir  Tenison,  a  btmdle  of  godly 
ballads. 

From  Mr.  Smith,  an  old  pair  of  quilted  stockings. 

From  a  tapster  at  the  sign  of  the  Hog  in  Armour,  a 
comfit 

From  sir  Goodlet,*  a  piece  of  an  old  smiglesius  for 
a  natural  use,  cunningly  procured  by  the  means  of 
sir  Goodlet. 

From  sir  Warren,  for  being  freemasonized  the  new 
way,  5«. 

From  Mr.  Edward  Hall,^  a  pair  of  cast  night-gloves. 

Lastly,  from  Mr.  Hancock,  a  slice  of  Cheshire 
cheese ;  which  the  hungry  brother  eat  up  with  such  a 
gusto,  and  liked  so  well,  that  he  stole  away  the  rest  in 
his  breeches. 

Tam  liber&  potitus  contributione,  frater  scoundrellus 
sarcinulas  suas  discessurus  colligit,  et  vultu  hilari,  ori 
solito,  quadrangulum  transit ;  dumque  pr»  nimio  gau- 
dio  porrectiore  iucedit  fronte,  altioresque  tendit  gresstis, 
quisnam  inter  homines  obviam  dedit  illi,  nisi  frater  fra- 
terrimus  Cooper  f  qui  ut  fidelem  novit  hominem.  festi- 
natius  accurrit,  humaniter  corripit  dextram,  utque 
moris  est,  spississimo  conspuit  basic  :  deinde  Bibliotne' 
cam  versus,  comiter  ambulant,  ut  inter  cetera  admi- 
rabilia  Ridlsum*^  visitent :  quem  dum  hospes  curiosis 
lynceis  oculis  perscrutatur,  et  diligentius  rimatur, 
quantum  homuncionis  judices,  camifex,  et  medici, 
reliquerunt ;  proh  dolor,  inter  partes  an  nobiliores,  an 
posteriores  nescio  privatum  fratemitatis  notavit  signum 
( Anglicd,  the  freemasons'  mark).  Quo  viso,  Dii  boni, 
qiianto  clamore  totam  infecit  domum.  Ter  et  ssepius 
pulsavit  pectus,  exsangues  dilaniavit  genas,  et  eheu 
nimium  dilaceratas  dilaceravit  vestes.  Tandem  vero 
paulo  modestius  iusaniena,  hujusmodi  versiculis  ridi- 
culum  effudit  dolorem. 

EULOGIUM  RIDLfiANUM.  AN  ELEGY  UPON  RIDLEY. 
Unhappy  brother,  what  &*in  be 
In  wretchedaess  oompated  to  thee  ? 
Thou  grief  aud  shame  of  our  society  I 
Had  we  in  due  time  understood 
That  thou  wert  of  the  brotherhood,  "^ 
By  fVaud  or  force  thou  had'et  got  loose 
From  shameful  tree  and  dismal  nouae : 
And  now  perhaps  with  life  been  blest. 
As  comely  a  brother  as  the  best, 
Not  thus  exposed  a  monumental  jest  { 
\nien  lady  louj^s  for  college  beer. 
Or  little  dame  or  country  sf|uire 
Walk  out  an  afternoon,  to  look 
On  thee,  and  devil-raising  book ; 
Who  kindly  rather  chose  to  die. 
Than  blemish  our  fraternity ; 
The  flrst  of  us  e'er  hang'd  for  modesty. 
And  now,  alack  and  welljkday. 
Thy  parchment  hide  is  stufTa  with  hay : 

»  James  Goodlatt  was  admitted  in  February.  1683-4 :  elected 
scholar  in  1687. 

b  We  must  not  confound  this  person  with  one  of  the  same 
name  among  the  then  ianior  Cellows.  This  last  was  Dr.  John 
Hall,  whom  i$wj(i,  in  his  account  of  lord  Wliarton,  mentiona 
with  approbation.    To  him  the  Tripos  nowhere  alludes. 

^  I  find  a  person  aamed  Nat.  Cooper,  who.  with  Edward 
Hall,  commenced  A.B.  in  Fehruary  1682-3. 

^  Said  to  have  been  mi  i«fnn9f)r  ajpaitist  judf  !^. 
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Nayi  worm;  the  iEteiiUolaiis. 
Thy  mighty  mitery  to  «niuno0, 
Have  cruelly  cut  thee  out  of  coontenaiioe  i 
And.  to  bhoM-  witty  spite,  at  once 
Preaerred  thy  ikin  and  loat  thy  bonea. 
ThuB  here  In  wooden  hatch  you  etand, 
WiUk  ■oornful  muaket  at  your  haud : 
The  mice'  and  rata'  mock  sentinel* 
A  poor  ridiculous  spectacle 

To  Kibing  Joan,  to  Kate  and  Nan, 

Thou  worse  tlun  skeleton  of  man^ 
80  do«s  he  measure  out  his  nief. 

For  loss  of  brother  and  of  thief. 

Nor  less  conoem'd  does  Cooper  stand ; 

But  sobblntc  with  his  clout  in  hand. 

And  destitute  of  consolation, 

Kept  time  with  all  his  tribulation. 

Their  grumbling  woe  runs  through  and  through  them, 

If  all  were  known  'twould  quite  undo  them. 

The  sighs  which  up  and  downward  go 

Their  unfeigned  sorrow  show ; 

For  the  devil's  in't.  if  they  pretend 

Who  vmt  their  grief  at  eiiher  end. 

Hoc  miuere  elaborato,  non  diutitu  lacrymit  indul- 
gent. Bed  dolore  poltcd  suppresso,  taciti  discedunt 
Protinufl  lodgum  conyocant,  fratresque  omnes  certiores 
faciunt,  qiiantum  sibi  infamiflB,  et  quantum  miseria 
infeliciMimo  accedit  fraterculo;  graviter  luget  frater- 
culiu  et  locietas ;  et  Buspiriis  ex  imo  pectore  petitiB, 
statim  pro  visum  est  in  po«terum,  nominem  qui  crucem 
meretur,  vel  qui  suspendendua  est,  in  tocietatem  Iree- 
maMmorum  admitti :  quo  authoritate  ttatuto,  et  albo 
lodgi  prolato,  singuli,  tarn  generoti  quam  scoundrelU, 
Bolidissimis  fcNuiii  promiacue  dicimt  Taledictionem. 

ACT  III. 
Enitr  a  waddling  Doctor^  amd  hU  man  Jambs. 

Doctor.  James,  have  you  read  out  the  chapter,  and 
can  you  tell  how  many  days'  work  was  the  Creation  9 

Jamet.  Mairy,  here's  so  many  hard  words,  I  can't 
remember. 

Dodor,  Well,  bat  this  is  not  the  business  now :  you 
must  get  things  in  readiness  against  to-morrow. 

Jame».  Master,  what's  the  matter  with  to-morrow 
more  than  another  day  ? 

Doctor.  (Jtide.)  Oh,  the  ignorance  of  those  people 
who  are  not  mathematicians  !-^I  tell  you  a  supernatural 
thing  will  happen. 

Jatnet,  (Atidt.)  Oh,  oh !  this  is  the  eclipse*  now,  I 
warrant. — -Nay,  master,  as  you  say  it,  it  is  as  sure  as  a 
gun. — Then  what  mim  I  do,  say  you  f 

Doctor.  Go  to  the  steward  and  provide  double  com* 
mons ;  and  be  sure  you  call  at  the  chandler  s,  for  to- 
morrow I  dine  by  candlelight. 

Jamet.  Oh,  the  wonderful  wonderfblness  of  you 
schollards !     And  what  mun  I  bring  drink  in  1 

Dodor.  A  material  question : — ^in  the  tankard,  and 
do  that  in  the  morning. 

Jameo,  Marry,  but  I  had  better  buy  a  pitcfaerj  so  I 
had ;  and  then  I  need  not  go  so  often  as  I  do.  This 
tankard,  I  wish  it  were  hanged,  so  I  do. 

Doctor.  What  ails  you  at  itf  Why  do  you  grumble? 

JameM.  Grumble,  quoth-af  I  am  sure  it  wears  me 
more  shoe-leather  than  a  little ;  and  I  cannot  say  my 
prayers  in  a  morning  for  it,  so  I  can't 

Doctor.  If  I  thought  it  did  you  any  injury,  or  con- 
tributed to  the  doing  you  any  harm,  or  were  an  irregu- 
lar vessel,  I  would  part  with  it ;  I  would  entertain  it 
no  more  than  I  did  my  bed :  go,  then,  and  bring  a 
pifcher.  [Exeunt  aeveralhf. 

Enter  Sainty  Asub,^  and  Samuel  Foley,  Senior 

Feliuwe. 

Saint jf.  Where  do  you  keep  your  eclipse"  to-morrow  ? 

■  In  the  "  Art  of  Verifying  Datov,"  mention  is  made  of  an 
eelipee  of  the  sun  on  the  oth  NoTomher.  1686,  and  of  another 
eellpae  oa  aOth  April.  1688.  One  of  them  is  probably  alluded 
to  here. 

^  The  rev.  St.  George  Ashe,  Swill's  tutor. 

"  In  the  Philosophioa]  Tmnaactions  we  have  an  aooonnt  of 
an  ediper  obscnred  at  Dublin  In  1684.  by  Ashe  and  Mo1yn<*ux. 


Sam,  In  my  chamber.  I  do  not  care  for  groping 
my  way  to  mv  dinner. 

Sainty.  What,  will  it  be  total  f  No  glimmering  to 
be  allowed  to  eat  our  meat  by  1 

Sam.  So  it  seems.  I  have  taken  a  great  deal  of 
pains  to  calculate  it,  and  can  now  demonstrate  it. 

Saintp.  If  you  please,  I  would  be  very  glad  to  tee 
yotir  calculation. 

Sam.  Thus  then : — Invenitur  ex  tabulis  plenilunium 
medium,  additft,  dimidia,  Itmatione ;  et  tunc,  ex  posta- 
phnresi  et  motu  lunae  hoiario,  inveniantur  digiti  eclip- 
tici  et  parallexis  altitudinis. 

Sainty,  'Tis  wonderful  well;  from  whence  I  coa* 
elude,  we  are  all  like  to  be  in  the  dark. 

Sam,  Ay,  doubtless;  or  111  bum  my  books.  I 
would  not  want  this  little  smattering  in  astronomy  for 
a  great  deal,  I  protest. 

Sainty.  1  confess  there's  some  advantage  in  it. 

Sam.  Advantage  !  I  could  not  live  without  it.  I 
cut  my  hair  by  the  stars ;  and  will  tell  the  physiognomf 
and  sex  of  my  child  before  my  wife's  brought  to  bed 

Sainty.  But  do  the  planets  never  wander  f  are  you 
not  sometimes  mistaken  ? 

Sam.  Oh,  never ;  at  least  in  things  of  this  kind :  it 
is  as  easy  to  calculate  an  eclipse  as  to  curl ;  and  if 
you  doubt  in  any  point,  I'll 

Sainty.  No,  no,  I'm  satisfied :  'twill  be  as  clear  ai 
the  sun.  [EreuHt. 

The  Scene,  Drooheda. 
Enter  Mr.  Doyle«  and  kit  Dameei  Nelly  :  after  thm 

the  Taptter,  with  a  porringer  t^  burnt  brandy  and  a 

mutton-pie, 

Doyle.  Come,  Nelly,  sit  down,  and  give  me  a  ki». 
Nelly,  Fough,  sir,  stand  off.    I  protest  you  smell 
so  strong  of  brandy  and  tobacco,  a  body  can't  endure 

YOU. 

Doyle.  Nay,  leave  this  peevish  humour,  and  sit  down : 
if  you  knew  who  I*m  to  be,  you'd  be  as  kind  to  me  a« 
to  the  smidi's  boy. 

Nelly.  Pr'ythee,  let  go  my  apron,  and  do  not  pull 
me  so. 

Doyle.  But  you  won't  hear  me ! — I  tell  you,  woman, 
as  simple  as  I  stand  here,  I'm  to  be  a  fellow  of  Dublin 
College. 

Nelly.  You  a  fellow !  Never  the  sooner  for  an  ha»ty 
word.     Pray  keep  your  filthy  hand  away,  or  111  cry 

a  We  are  now  come  to  the  infamous  Bernard  Doyle,  who  ii 
the  next  person  oeusured  in  the  Tripos.    He  was  admitted  aa  a 
sisar  on  14th  April,  1678.  under  the  tuition  of  Richard  .4ctoD. 
at  the  age  of  nineteen,  and  was  bom  at  Athume.    Oo  litli 
July,  16«5.  he  had  the  grace  of  the  House  for  A.M.  " JP^r 
kpedalem  gratiam."    He  was  usher  of  the  school  at  Droghedt; 
and  on  the  merit  of  conforming  to  the  reli^iun  of  James  II 
souff ht  to  be  admitted  to  the  place  of  a  Fellow  of  Trinity 
Colleee,  Dublin.     I  o  this  end  he  presented  a  mandamus  from 
the  Ictng  on  February  13, 1687^,  directed  10  the  provost  aod 
senior  fellows,  and  dated  January  11.  1687-8.  which  required 
them  to  admit  the  said  Doyl«  to  a  fellowship,  then  varaat  (t<r 
the  eession  of  Dr.  Oeorfre  Mereer,  who  U  mentioned  al«>  in  ine 
Tripos),  or  the  first  that  ahould  become  so.  witlwut  taking  any 
oath  but  that  of  a  fellow.    When  this  oalh  was  tendered  10  hiso 
by  them,  he  Tel\ised  to  take  it,  us  it  wns  inconsistent  «ith  th« 
religion  he  professed.    And  it  having  Nnm  reprpiientvd  by  V\* 
onllege  to  the   loni>lieutenant  that    Doyle  was  a  person  of 
shameful  ignoranoe  and  scandalous  immorality,  he  was  pleiiM^ 
to  order  the  mayor  of  Drogheda  to  take  examinatioQ>  upon 
oath  relative  to  Mr.  Doyle's  conduct  while  usher  of  that  school 
For  this  purpose  Mr.  Downes,  one  of  the  fellows,  went  down 
thither ;  and  it  waa  proved,  by  eiaminalious  taken  on  the  9th. 
10th.  and  1 1th  of  March,  tliat  Doyle  was  guilty  of  iomicutioD 
(having  had    two  badtirds),  drunkenness,  th«;ft.  and  other 
crimes,  such  a*  violently  assaulting  and  beating  various  per- 
sons.    Notwithstanding  this  rppresenUtion,  Doyle  fieneTerel 
in  his  applications  to  lord  Tyreonnel.  and  siwred  no  kind  01 
scandalous  aa<>erticins  against  the  college;  out,   in  ths  meeo 
time.  Mr.  Arthur  Hasset  procured  a  mandamus  in  hia  ovd 
fkvour,  which  he  presented  to  the  provost  and  fellows  on  the 
)6th  April.  1688.  and  haxing  satisfied  them  on  the  nointa  whtcb 
they  proposed  to  him,  he  was  sworn  and  aUmilteo  as  UWo*- 
He  is  mentioned  in  the  Tripos,  as  is  also  Eleanor  Wail.  «hn 
was  one  of  Doyle  s  mistresses — Da.  Babrstt. 
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oat,  n  I  vilL    Come,  come,  fir,  don*t  think  yoa  are 
vitii  Peggy  «luit-do*Toa«call-her. 

Ihfk,  fiat  111  teli  yoa,  Nelly, 

AdfiEf.  Tell  me  no  tellingi ;  keep  down  yoor  flngen 
■ad  do  oot  yon  tear  my  petticoate.  rmaftaid  'twas  for 
viut  yoo  did  in  die  bumketB  the  dean*  made  you 
itand  in  the  white  ibeet 

Dtyk.  Here,  dnwer,  t*otlier  porrtnger  of  brandy,  and 
10  to  iMty.  Hiatf  and  this  quarter  cob,  will  put  you  into 
a  litm  better  homour.  Come  let  us ^now  let  us  —^ 

ye&f.  la  verity,  Mr.  Doyle,  you  have  the  cunningest 
way  vith  you  of  pleasing  a  woman. — You  see  how  loth 
I  am  to  lefow  a  gentleman  diaf  s  just  on  the  point  of  pre- 
fenoent :  but  hold,  ^re's  aomebody  coming. 
Emier  the  Drawer, 

Drweir.  This  makes  two  and  twopence  now,  besides 
the  oioeteen  and  sevenpence  before ;  and  my  mistress 
bid  me  (ell  yon  ^e  can  trust  no  longer. 

D9jfk.  VHij  so,  you  scoundrel  1 

Dnwer.  Beeause  you  put  her  off  with  mandrakes 
frns  tbc  VJDg. 

Doyle.  Bid  your  mistress  go  hang  herself;  and  look 
Ar  ber  money,  you  whore's  kitling.  (Throwt  the  mut- 
hepuai  him. )  {Erii  Drawer^  maundering. 

Stikf.  VTby  so  sleepy,  Mr.  Doyle  t 

Dvfk.  Oh,  diis  scowering  and  lying  most  plagues 
me.  Here,  Nelly,  here's  to  you.  Aw,  aw,  I  am 
dsmn'd  sleepy,  e*gad,  damn'd  sleepy.      (Drops  aeleep. 

StBg,  Lie  tbere^  for  a  drunken  sot.  The  collegians 
» like  to  have  a  sweet  tool  of  tbee  for  a  fellow.  But 
let  w  see  what  we  hare  got  in  his  pockets.  Out  upon 
tbr  Komidrel !  nothing  but  a  pair  of  beads,  two  inches 
of  tobacco  and  one  of  pipe.  (TV  sonw  oloeet, 

\jA  here  we  leave  him,  and  as  he  sleeps,  take  a  view 
oTita breeches,  which  I  would  describe,  but  they  have 
•n  many  ends,  I  know  not  where  to  begin.  He  that 
vjiild  ncesome  to  mend  them  would  run  the  risk  of  a 
tuiker  Whing  a  kettle;  for,  hydra-like,  out  of  one 
bole  would  come  three  or  four.  You  may  compare 
tbem  to  Jason's  ship,  tibey  have  not  one  jot  ^  their  pri- 
mitif  e  staff  left ;  or  to  Dr.  Mercer's  yam  stockings 
^^  veie  darned  into  worsted.  The  lining  had  served 
*  loBf  appRDticaihip  for  itself,  and  therefore  away  it 
«*I*  to  set  op  for  itself  at  the  paper-mill.  They  were 
m<«t  won  at  dke  codpiece  and  least  at  the  pockets. 
The  aow  that  borrowed  feathers  from  her  neighbours 
is  the  Hfiog  emblem  of  these.  Should  every  tailor's 
b'lT  tde  his  own  cabbage,  Mr.  Doyle  would  be  an 
^KBtben  pbilosopher.  Doll  Kitchen  coming  into  his 
^Auifl  before  he  rose  thought  he  had  purlomed  her 
Aofn  By  their  shreds  of  all  nations  you  would  have 
tbonght  they  belonged  to  one  of  the  fteemasons  that 
hi'lt  Bahel;  bat  by  the  multiplicity  of  white  fleas  you 
vould  swear  they  had  been  campaigning  with  the  Va- 
«f  y.  Ttt  almost  incredible  so  many  cattle  should 
^tinre  on  so  bare  a  pasture.  Bvery  night  he  daies 
vnhsre  than  off  he*B  in  danger  of  losing  them.  Once 
»b«  be  lay  without  them  they  crept  from  the  garret 
^»  the  fUeet-door,  and  had  bid  him  adieu  for  ever,  but 
bit  Uodlady  sebed  them  by  an  habeat  corputf  and 
^ght  them  to  him  with  a  pair  of  tongs.  I 
Miere  die  ladies  for  once  are  tirra  of  the  breeches ; 
M  therefore,  as  dean  Glandee  says,  <'  This  one  word 
^f'^mfcti  and  so  have  done."  One  morning,  crawl- 
"»?  th«r  progress,  they  were  devoured  by  a  monkey, 
*^  the  nest  day  poor  pug  died  of  Pym's  disease. 

9«d  ofartat,  Dii  boni,  quominus  Dr.  Bladen  fiat 

fy^^^aposl  Why  should  not  Nick  Knight  be  dean  of 

S^  Pataick'sf    En  hominem,  qui  sodalitium  ambit! 

(ut  ioqtiit  Mr.  Grtflliti)  qui  licet  socius  sit,  noUem  tamen 

at  soetos  esKt  mens.     Et  jam  in  mentem  venit  mihi, 

iwle  est  qood  nondum  reddit  socius  ille  erraticus ;   ni 

CkUjr.  cuuam  aasignat  BarcUeus  poeta  hunc  in  modum: 

*  TvbiMPiiUma.  the  RMtpaftroo  of  Doyl«.  untU  the  enormi- 
t<«g(  th9  Uttsreaaaed  him  to  withdraw  bis  protection. 


Urbs  spatioaa.  potona  opibas.  tectisqas  sopHrba. 

O  et  pnasidittm,  delieiaqne  mem. 
Qutcquid  mortalis  flngit  Bolertia  cum. 

Vel  natura  suo  pariunt  alma  ainu ; 
Hae  ta  sola  dabb.  See. 

Anglicd.* 
Let  formal  prints  look  grave  and  doll  at  liomo. 
To  whom-the  worth  of  a  Ueentioiia  town 
Nor  the  gay  bloatings  of  a  eoart  are  known. 
Thither  my  wiser  incUnatioiia  tend. 
Where  I  a  chirping  bottle  with  a  Mead 
May  drink  without  control,  nor  stand  in  fear 
or  every  aaooy  ill  bred  eensarer ; 
Where  I  may  strut  along  the  mall,  look  big 
In  point  cravat,  and  ttiea  a  flaxen  wig. 
Dreas  in  a  gawdy  waistcoat,  and  may  wear 
A  award,  eoek'd  hat.  gold  frlage.  and  whaUoe'er 
The  libf  rtine  town  affords,  to  charm  the  fair . 

Miror  quod  his  de  causis  Magister  Patrickson  non 
hue  usque  commoratus  est  Londini :  sed 

Quantum  quiaque  sua  nummorum  servat  in  area, 
Tantum  babet  et  gaedii. 

Salve,  Magister,  gratulor  tibi  reduci ;  sunt  qui  afllr- 
mant  te  pedestri  itinere  Londinum  versus  ambulasse, 
quod  mihi  equidem  vix  credibile  videtur ;  perfacetus  et- 
enim  Milesb  se  tibi  socium  prsbuit,  et  jucundus  comes 
est  pro  vehiculo  (a  good  companion  is  as  good  as  a 
coach). 
Enter  Sib  Michael  Cw^lqi^^  and  another  Alderman,'^ 

Alderman.  I  have  been  man  and  boy  in  this  town, 
let  me  see,  some  six-and-flfly  years,  and  never  knew  the 
little  penny  so  hard  to  be  got  as  now. 

Sir  MichaeL  Never  despair,  old  boy.  We  have  a 
brave  young  prince,*  and  the  world's  our  own. 

Aid.  Nay,  I  have  not  remembered  salt  butter  so 
scarce  a  commodity,  I  know  not  the  day  when. 

Sir  M.  Hang  sorrow !  Boy,  fill  me  a  glass  of  wine  ; 
more,  more  yet,  fill  it  higher  still.  So  here,  father 
Greybeard,  here  is  a  health  to  the  family  of  the  Creaghs. 

Aid.  I  {dedge  you  if  it  he  sack.  But  now  I  think 
on't,  sir  Michael,  who  was  your  father  f 

Sir  M.  My  father  was  a  worthy  gentleman,  mferior 
to  none  of  his  rank,  upon  my  honour. 

Aid,  Adsheartlikens,  you  may  be  mistaken  hi  that,  I 

assure  you. 

Sir  M.  Mistaken!  No,  sir;  he  waa  a  travelling 
merchant;  one  that  saw  more  towns  than  you  have 
done  chimneys. 

Aid.  But,  under  favour,  sir  Michael,  I  have  heard 
scollards  say  he  was  a  losopher  f 

Sir  M.  Ay,  that  ma^  be  too :  he  always  took  delight 
to  carry  books  about  with  him. 

Aid.  But  take  me  along  with  you :  you  reprehend 
me  not ;  they  say  he  carried  books  on  his  back. 

Sir  M.  I  say,  I  say,  he  was  a  north-country  mer- 
chant, as  I  told  you  before.  Come,  drink  your  wine, 
and  let  us  begone.  {ExewU, 

Now  you  U  ask  to  what  end  I  brought  all  these  on 
the  stage :  to  which  I  answer,  I  brought  them  in  by 
head  and  shouldets,  and  out  by  head  and  shoulders, 
for  nothing  at  all,  »  Mr.  Bayes  did  his  beasbi. 

Plurimis  denuo  salutatis  et  tot  hominum  ordinibus 
oomiter  exceptis,  videor  forsan  reprehensione  dignus, 
quod  Machaonas  omnes  (Anglicfi,  the  Simplers)  negli- 
genter  prastermisi.  Cur  autem  tristia  horum  fata  et 
lacrymabilis  nova  metamorphosis  non  vos  diutius  latent, 

•  This  piece  of  poetry  aeems  levelled  at  John  OrilRth,  a 
aenior  feUow,  then  abaent  by  akiai's  letter.— Dr.  BAaarrr. 

b  X  rappoee  the  person  hen  alluded  to  may  have  been  Miles 
Sumner,  who  orijfiually  received  hla  educaUoa  in  Trinity 
Colleire:  after  leavini^it  he  had  a  oommaod  in  the  umy  or 
the  parliament  during  the  civil  wars.  He  waa  made,  by  the 
then  niiing  powers,  a  fellow  of  Trinity  College,  Dublin,  m 
1852  Ho  died  shortly  before  the  delivering  of  ttin  piece. 
See  more  of  him  in  the  Harleian  Miacellany.  -Da.  B\iiatTT. 

e  Sir  Michuel  Cretgh  was  lord  mayor  of  Dublin  in  1688, 
and  reproaenied  that  city  in  the  parliament  of  1689.  He  waa 
oavmaater-general  of  king  James'a  army.— Da.  BA»aM-T. 

«  The  aonof  James  11.,  bom  10th  June,  1688.— Da.  Bassstt  . 
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^um  certioree  facti  eritu  ingenuM  hosce  iEsculapii  filios 
in  plantas  transmigrane ;  injuria  tamen  non  sum  argu- 
endus,  quod  schemate  mortuos  non  excepi,  the  sad 
causes  of  whose  death  are  at  large  described  in  this 

HEROIC  POEM. 

A  wotthy  Mtte  dwelt  at  All-Hallowi, 

That  did  defV  all  gaola  and  gallowa : 

His  punctoal  honesty  was  sndi. 

Some  authors  write,  he  had  too  much : 

And  lo  I  Aelonio  was  his  name, 

Aclonio  loudly  sung  by  Fkme : 

A  wight  inferior  to  none 

For  ponderosity  of  bum.* 

And  that  took  more  nains  to  so 

Than  coarse  Jepbeomo  would  to  plough ; 

A  mortal  enemy  to  punning. 

Nor  mightily  inclined  to  running. 

He  still  with  care  did  guard  his  heart 

From  all  the  wounds  of  Cunid's  dart, 

And  yet  was  plumv  and  soft  ronfiMs'd, 

All  but  his  peUrillea  breast. 

Thiit  still,  alas,  did  stubborn  prove 

To  all  the  charming  powers  of  loTe  : 

In  town  or  court,  no  oeauteous  dame 

E'er  fann'd  his  passion  to  a  flame ; 

For  though  he  et^oy'd  luxurious  peace. 

Melting  his  hours  in  holy  ease. 

He  ne'er  was  vex'd  by  that  unruly  member. 

Bat  lived  as  chaste  as  cold  December : 

Though  Cupids  in  his  eyes  did  play. 

Yet  in  his  heart  Diana  lay. 

Lively  and  sanguine  was  nis  tue. 

Though  phlegmatic  the  other  place  ; 

Colour  as  mod  as  over  struck. 

But  other  uinss  belied  his  look. 

When  drowsy  Aurora  rubb'd  her  eyes. 

And  came  down  stealing  from  the  skies, ' 

While  that  Sol's  naj<s  at  mangers  tarry. 

Before  the  clerks  say.  Ave-Blary. 

Actonio  with  his  learned  frienos. 

From  soaking  downy  bed  descends. 

And.  with  the  chnhoteer's  aasistaoce. 

Heaving  himself  with  all  puissance. 

He  waddles  into  ooach  marine. 

And  jogs  his  way,  a-dmpleing. 

And  now  they  reach  the  enchsoted  shore. 

Where  Circe,  in  the  days  of  yore. 

By  powerful  herbs  disoosed  of  doom. 

Anu  maf^ic  spells  did  charm  the  m<>on ; 

Whilst  tired  here  with  the  toils  of  day. 

Our  hero  picking  scions  lay ; 

Rolling  securely  on  the  grass. 

Too  nigh  a  fatal  precipice, 

Adown,^  adowTi  he  drops, 

'Twixt  erael  unrelenting  rocks  : 

Three  times  he  made  eflort  to  rise. 

But  thrioe  and  thrice  would  not  suffice ; 

His  weighty  crupper  kept  him  down. 

To  seas  and  rocks  to  make  liis  moan. 

Dumquec  hie  vicini  maris  auget  murmuim  drnn  li- 
quido  dolore  tnstissimuxn  plorat  fatuni)  et  philosopho- 
rum  adagiis  se  misenim  solan  conatur,  .£sculapius 
filii  sui  querelis  mitem  prabens  aurem,  et  patemfc 
commotus  misericordia,  heroem  nostrum  in  umbilicum 
Veneris  transformavit 

Socii  nMuicqnam  plorant  amiasum  : 
Non  iUoB  Cereris,  non  iUos  cuia  quietia 
Alistrahere  inde  potest. 

Sed  iteratis  clamoribxis  surdum  feriwit  littus :  egra 
terque  quateiqoe  pulsant  pectora;  altft  Tooe  deonim 
proclamant  tyrannidem ;  nee  diutios  insane  luctui 
mdulgcnt,  sedpedibus  telluri  affixis,  pellibusque  in 
cortices  mutatis, 

■     nulli  color  qui  ftiit  ante,  manet.' 

Singulis  novsB  subeunt  formas ;  et  mirft  quadam  me- 
tamorphosi  in  phmtas  proinde^  ut  hie  sequitur,  transmu- 
tantur: 

Magister  Downes  in  eupressum ;  Magister  Smith  in 

*  In  a  Mtlre  written  in  16BS,  upon  the  members  of  the  col- 
lege, Acton  is  thus  described  : 

Next  him  sat  Acton's  belly,  big  as  tun. 

^  In  "  The  Lady's  Dressing-room."  we  have  an  instance  of 
Swift  using  this  uncommon  word,  adtntm. 

"  These  lines  orongly  resemble  the  8t)'le  of  John  Barclay. 
At  the  beginning  of  the  Asobnis  we  find  the  words, "  sermonem 
oocuparit,"  as  in  this  Tripos,  in  Act  I.  we  find  "  totum  oocupare 
aennonem.** 


pinguidinem  (Anglicd  &t-wort) ;  Magister  Scroggs  in  I 
hyacinthum ;  Mr.  Lloyd  in  quercum ;  Magister  Ashe  ' 
into  a  red-headed  poppy ;  sir  Fitzsimons,  who  always 
dropped  after  (as  our  town  of  Berwick -upon-Tweed)iiito 
a  tnistle,  which  still  retains  its  primitive  roughness; 
Magister  Sajers  in  Narcissiun,  de  quo  olim  Buchaua- 
nus  sic : — 

Nesrio  an  inspexti  Narcissi,  Poelhume,  fontem : 

Hoc  scio,  deliras,  Posthume,  amore  tui. 
nie  tamen  merit6 :  nam  quod  mnlesanus  ama\it. 

Ante  quidem  id  multis  causa  fUroris  erat 
At  tua  non  paulo  est  major  vesania,  qui  te, 

Sed  sine  rivali,  Posthume.  solus  amas. 

Sed  dicat  mihi  qnis,  quod  in  totft  hkc  corona,  rrl  jio- 
tius  crowdo  et  preaso,  nondum  vidi  dominum  Torrill : 
ni  fallor,  if  he  be  not  here,  he's  at  home  with  his  wife, 
who,  to  gain  entirely  his  affections,  sent  him  tliis  strata- 
gemical  epistle. 

The  quondam  widow,  sir  Terrill's  mistress,  healing 
he  had  laid  siege  to  the  bookbinder's  sister,  and  there- 
fore fearing  he  should  give  her  the  willow,  |jartly  to  be 
revenged  of  her  rival,  partly  to  secure  him  to  herself, 
writes  to  him  this  epistle : — 

Sir, — I  am  informed  you  design  to  bind  yourself  to 
the  stetioner*s  sister ;  if  so,  take  it  from  a  friend,  she's 
a  gentlewoman  in  folio,  and  consequently  will  be  very 
tedious  to  a  yoimg  student  I  was  concerned  to  hear 
the  crafty  citisen  intended  to  put  into  your  hands  the 
lumber  of  his  shop ;  and  therefore  entreat  you,  if  you 
haye  any  kindness  for  yourself^  to  have  nothing  to  do 
with  that  musty  piece,  whose  worm-eaten  oovtr  may  in- 
form you  she  has  been  cheapened  above  these  twenty 
yean ;  and  the  reason  she  did  not  go  off  is,  she  was 
found  so  old  and  thumbed  that  she  was  not  fit  to  be  per- 
Hted,  and  of  so  little  value  that  none  thought  her  wor- 
thy the  prtM.  Besides,  sir,  she  has  lived  some  time  in 
a  learned  house,  where,  it  may  be  presumed,  for  good 
reasons,  that  some  of  the  young  scholars,  for  their  curio- 
sity, might  ruffle  her  kavea, — If  what  I've  said  cannvf 
dissuade  you,  do  but  turn  her  over  carefully,  and  'tis 
very  probable  you'll  find  she  has  been  abused,  at  least 
in  the  tkeett,  if  not  in  the  setting  forth  of  a  new  editiuH 
blotted  in  the  impremon. 

Sir,  your  humble  servant,  Jane  Banks. 

And  now,  belike  I  have  made  a  fair  afternoon's  work 
on't    I  have  not  left  myself  one  friend  of  the  mammon 
of  unrighteousness.     If  1  go  to  the  kitchen,  the  steward 
will  be  my  enemy  as  long  as  he  breathes ;  if  tci  the 
cellar,  the  butler  will  dash  my  ale  with  water;  aud  the 
clerk  of  the  buttery  will  score  up  my  offences  five-fuld. 
If  I  betake  myself  to  the  library,  Ridley's  ghost  will 
haunt  roe  for  scandalizing  him  with  the  name  of  free- 
mason.    If  I  fly  to  the  divines  for  succour,  dean  Maiihy 
and  archdeacon  Baynard  will  pervert  me;  Dr.  Kiug 
will  break  my  head  because  I  am  a  Priscian ;  aud  Dr. 
Foy  is  so  full  of  spleen  hell  worry  me.    Mrs.  Homca«tle 
and  sir  Maddison  will  talk  with  me.    Mother  Jenkinsoo 
won't  furnish  me  with  cale  and  bacon  on  Christmas- 
day,  and  Dr.  Loftus  wiU  bite  me.     The  virtuosi  will 
set  their  brains  a-work  for  gimcracks  to  pull  my    eyes 
out.     The  freemasons  will  banish  me  their  lodge,  and 
bar  me  the  happiness  of  kissing  Long  Lawrence.     And 
the  astronomers  won't  allow  me  one  good'  star,  nor  in- 
form me  when  the  stui  will  be  totally  eclipsed  tliat   I 
may  provide  myself  with  candles.     Mr.  Loftus  and 
Mr.  Lloyd  will  noae  me  ;  Mr.  Allen  will  eat  me  with- 
out salt ;  Dr.  Acton  too  I  fear  will  /aii  on  me.     N.-iy, 
the  very  provost  will  shake  his  head  at  me,  and  scoitr 
away  from  me. — But  that  which  makes  my  calamity 
most  insupportable  and  me  weary  of  your  company  ii, 
tliat  in  all  my  tribulation  you  do  nothing  but  laugh*  4a 
me,  and  therefore  I  take  my  leave. 

'^  From  this  passa^  it  appears  that  the  author  of  this  pt>r. 
formance  had  no  malicious  intentions  towards  the  ppr90«»  i«  Kotn 
he  censured,  but  only  wished  to  induli^e  a  little  plea»antr\  , 
whieh  he  conceived  the  nsual  prmctire  on  such  ocrH,«t«>ut 
wairauted. 
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A  LETTER  TO  A  MEMBER  OF  PAR- 
LIAMENT IN    IRELAND, 

ox  CU008INO  A  NEW  SPEAKER  THERE  IN  THE 
YEAR  1708. 
[The  WbifT  miiiiitm  wcre.determined  to  aboluh  the  MfCTamental 
.'  (r4.ud  Swift  ftiuUyMoe«eded  in  fraatratiugUieir  plan.   This 

letter  hu  imaaiiate  rBferonce  to  the  oontroveny.j 

Sii,~ You  msf  eanly  believe  I  am  not  at  all  surprised 
at  what  you  t^  me,  since  it  is  but  a  confirmation  of 
mj  own  ooDJecture  that  I  sent  you  last  week,  and 
madt  Toa  my  reproaches  upon  at  a  renture.     It  looks 
exeeediogly  strange,  yet  I  believe  it  to  be  a  great  truth, 
tUi,  in  orde  to  carry  a  point  in  your  house,  the  two 
fuUoviog  circumstances  axe  of  great  advantage ;  first 
to  ksTc  so  ill  cause,  and  secondly  to  be  a  minority. 
For  both  these  circumstances  aie  extremely  apt  to  in> 
rite  ma  to  make  them  assiduous  in  their  attendance, 
v&tchfttl  of  opportunities,  sealous  for  gaining  over  pro* 
arljta,  and  often  successful ;  which  is  not  to  be  won* 
<iti«tl  tt  viMn  favour  and  interest  are  on  the  side  of 
ti>eir  opinion.    Whereas,  on  the  contrary,  a  nu^ority 
villi  a  gtwd  canse  are  negligent  and  supine.     They 
think  it  lufficient  to  declare  themselves  upon  opinion 
i'i  firour  of  their  party ;  but  sailing  against  &e  tide 
vT  Ciroar  and  preferment  they  are  easily  scattered  and 
<ir^ni  back.    In  short  they  want  a  common  principle 
to  ceoMnt,  and  motive  to  spirit  them :   for  the  bare 
artin;  upon  a  principle  from  the  dictates  of  a  good 
fonscience,  or  prospect  of  serving  the  public,  will  not 
V  ^^  for  onoer  the  present  dispositions  of  mankind. 
Thi  van  amply  verified  last  session  of  parliament 
Qpxi  occasion  of  the  money-bill,  the  merits  of  which  I 
■uU  Hot  pretend  to  examine.     It  is  enough  that,  upon 
taefim  news  of  its  transmission  hither  in  the  form  in 
vitirb  it  afterwards  appeared,  the  members,  upon  dis- 
roone  with  their  friends,  seemed  unanimous  against 
It:  I  mean  those  of   both  parties  except  a  few  who 
v<R  louked  upon  as  persons  ready  to  go  any  lengths 
P"«ribed  them  by  th«  court     Yet,  with  only  a  weak 
faaranin^  among  a  very  few  hands,  the  bill  passed 
wjT  afuU  debate  by  a  very  great  majority.     Yet  I 
wVweyou  will  hardly  attempt  persuading  me  or  any- 
Mj  tUe  that  one  man  in  ten  of  those  who  changed 
taeir  Un;{Qage  were  moved  by  reasons  any  way  aflTecting 
."***^^  of  the  cause,  but  merely  through  hope,  fear, 
tiiiicliesitx  or  food  manners.     Nay,  I  have  been  assured 
""<n  good  hands,  that  there  was  still  a  number  suffi- 
c:wttonukea  majority  against  the  bill  if. they  had 
M  apprehended  the  other  side  to  be  secure  ;    and 
tnnefopB  thought  it  imprudence  by  declaring  them- 
»'j«^  to  disoblige  the  government  to  no  purpose. 

Reflecting  Qpon  this  and  forty  otha  passages  in  the 
rf>ral  hooKi  of  commons  since  the  revolution  makes 
|nr  apt  to  think  there  is  nothing  a  chief  governor  can 
^  cummaoded  to  attempt  here  wherein  he  may  not 
"fcfed  with  a  very  competent  share  of  address,  and 
^  »tich  aKtstance  as  he  will  always  find  ready  at  his 
^^'tion.  And  therefore  I  repeat  what  I  said  at  first, 
^  I  am  not  at  all  surprised  at  what  you  tell  me. 
f^f .  if  there  had  been  the  least  spark  of  public  spirit 
<  thuie  who  wished  well  to  their  country  and  its 
'  '"Station  in  church  and  state  should,  upon  the  first 
«•«•  yf  the  late  speaker's  promotion,  (and  you  and  I 
V**.''  »i^t  have  been  done  a  great  deal  sooner,) 
-"'  immediately  gone  together  and  consulted  about 
^  fi^ttt  penon  to  succeed  him.  But  by  all  I  can 
^«»F»hend,  you  have  been  so  hi  from  proceeding 
trj*  ^  bardly  ever  came  into  any  of  your  heads. 
Jl'*l  the  reason  you  give  is  the  worst  in  the  world : 
not  none  offered  themselves,  and  you  knew  not  whom 
'  P>^h  oDon.  It  seems  however  the  other  party  was 
3»Tf  reiolyed,  or  at  least  not  so  modest :  for  you  say 
yv  vote  It  engaged  against  your  opinion,  and  sevenu 


I  gentlemen  in  my  neighbourhood  tell  me  the  same  story 
of  themselves.  This  I  confess  is  of  an  unusual  strain, 
and  a  good  many  steps  below  any  condescensions  a 
court  will  I  hope  ever  require  from  you.  I  shall  not 
trouble  myself  to  inquire  who  is  the  person  for  whom 
you  and  others  are  engaged,  or  whether  there  be  more 
candidates  from  that  side  than  one.  You  tell  me 
nothing  of  either;  and  I  never  thought  it  worth  the 
question  to  anybody  else.  But  in  so  weighty  an  affair, 
and  against  your  judgment,  I  cannot  look  upon  you  as 
irrevocably  determixiBd.  Therefore  I  desire  you  will 
give  me  leave  to  reason  with  you  a  little  upon  the 
subject ;  lest  your  compliance  or  inadvertency  should 

Iiut  you  upon  what  yoa  may  have  cause  to  repent  of  as 
ong  as  you  live. 

You  know  very  well  the  great  business  of  the  high- 
flying Whigs  at  tiiis  juncture  is  to  endeavour  a  repeal 
of  the  test  clause.  You  know  likewise  that  the  mode- 
rate men,  both  of  high  and  low  church,  profess  to  be 
wholly  averse  from  diis  design,  as  thinking  it  beneath 
the  policy  of  common  gardeners  to  cut  down  the  only 
hedge  that  shelters  from  the  north.  Now  I  will  put  the 
case :  If  the  person  to  whom  you  have  promised  your 
▼ote  be  one  c^  whom  you  have  the  least  apprehension 
that  he  will  promote  or  assent  to  the  repealing  of  that 
clause,  whether  it  be  decent  or  proper  be  should  be  the 
mouth  of  an  assembly  whereof  a  very  great  majority 
pretend  to  abhor  his  opinion!  Can  a  body  whose 
mouth  and  heart  must  go  so  contrariwise  ever  act  with 
sincerity  or  hardly  with  consistency  ?  Such  a  man  is 
no  proper  vehicle  to  retain  or  convey  the  sense  of  the 
house,  which  in  so  many  points  of  the  greatest  moment 
will  be  directly  contrary  to  his.  It  is  frill  as  absurd  at 
to  prefer  a  man  to  a  bishopric  who  denies  revealed 
religion.  But  it  may  possibly  be  a  great  deal  worse. 
What  if  the  person  you  design  to  rote  into  that  im- 
portant post  should  not  only  be  a  declared  enemy  of 
die  sacramental  test,  but  should  prove  to  be  a  solicitor 
and  encourager,  or  even  a  penner,  of  addresses  to  com- 
plain of  it  f  Do  you  think  it  so  indifferent  a  thing 
that  a  promise  of  course,  the  effect  of  compliance, 
importunity,  shame  of  refusing,  or  any  the  like  motive, 
shall  oblige  you  past  the  power  of  retracting! 

Perhaps  you  will  tell  me,  as  some  have  already  had 
the  weakness,  that  it  is  of  little  importance  to  either 
party  to  have  a  speaker  of  their  side,  his  business  being 
only  to  take  the  sense  of  the  house  and  report  it;  that 
you  often  at  committees  put  an  able  spestker  into  the 
chair  on  purpose  to  prevent  him  from  stopping  a  bill. 
Why,  if  it  were  no  more  than  this,  I  believe  I  should 
hardly  choose,  even  among  my  footmen,  such  a  one 
to  deliver  a  message  whose  interest  and  opinion  led 
him  to  wish  it  might  miscarry.  But  I  remember 
to  have  heard  colonel  Birch  of  Herefordshire  say, 
''That  he  was  a  very  sorryf  speaker  whose  single  vote 
was  not  better  than  fifty  common  ones.'"  I  am  sure  it 
is  reckoned  in  England  the  first  great  test  of  the  preva- 
lency  of  either  party  in  the  house.  Sir  Tnomas 
Lytdeton  thought  that  a  house  of  commons  witii  a 
stinking  breath  (supposing  the  speaker  to  be  the 
mouth)  would  go  near  to  infect  everything  within  the 
walls,  and  a  great  deal  without  It  is  the  smallest 
part  of  an  able  speaker  s  business  what  he  performs  in 
the  house,  at  least  if  he  be  in  with  the  court,  when  it  is 
hard  to  say  how  many  converts  may  be  made  in  a 
circle  of  dinners  or  private  cabals.  And  you  and  I 
easily  call  to  mind  a  gentleman  in  that  station  in 
England  who,  by  his  own  arts  and  personal  credit,  was 
able  to  draw  over  a  majority,  and  change  the  whole 
power  of  a  prevailing  side  in  a  nice  jtmcture  of  affairs, 
and  make  a  parliament  expire  in  one  party  who  had 
lived  in  another. 

I  am  far  from  an  inclination  to  multiply  party 
causes ;  but  surely  the  best  of  us  can  with  very  ill 


62 


LETTBR  TO  A  MBMBER  OF  PARUAMENT. 


grace  make  Uiat  an  objection,  who  has  not  been  wo  nice 
in  matters  of  much  less  importance.  Yet  I  have  heard 
some  persons  of  both  sides  gravely  deliver  themselves 
in  this  manner  :  '^  Why  should  we  make  the  choosing 
of  a  speaker  a  party  cause  1  Let  us  fix  upon  one  who 
is  well  vened  in  the  practices  and  methods  of  parlia- 
ment.'* And  1  believe  there  are  too  many  who  would 
talk  at  the  same  rate,  if  the  question  were  not  only 
about  abolishing  the  sacramental  teat,  but  the  sacra- 
ment itself. 

But  suppose  the  principles  of  the  moat  artful  speaker 
would  have  no  influence  either  to  obtain  or  obstruct 
any  point  in  parliament;  who  can  answer  what  effects 
iuch  a  choice  may  produce  without  doors  f  It  is  obvi- 
ous how  such  a  matter  serves  to  raise  the  spirits  and 
hopes  of  the  dissenters,  and  their  high-flying  advocates: 
what  lengths  they  run,  what  conclusions  they  form, 
and  what  hopes  they  entertain.  Do  they  h^r  of  a 
new  friend  in  office  f  that  is  encouragement  enough  to 
nractise  the  city,  against  the  opinion  of  a  majority, 
into  an  address  to  the  queen  for  repealing  the  sacra- 
mental test ;  or  issue  out  their  orders  to  the  next  fimatic 
parson  to  furbish  up  his  old  sermons,  and  preach  and 

Eint  new  ones  directly  against  episcopacy.  I  would 
y  a  good  wager  that,  if  the  choice  of  a  new  speaker 
succeeds  exactly  to  their  liking,  we  shall  see  it  soon 
followed  by  many  new  attempts,  either  in  the  form  of 
pamphlet,  sermon,  or  address,  to  the  same  or  perhaps 
more  dangerous  purposes. 

Supposing  the  sponker's  office  to  be  only  an  employ- 
ment of  profit  and  honour,  and  a  step  to  a  better ; 
since  it  is  in  your  own  gift,  will  you  not  choose  to  be- 
stow it  upon  some  person  whose  principles  the  majority 
of  you  pretends  to  approve,  if  it  were  only  to  be  sure 
of  a  wordiy  man  hereafter  in  a  high  station,  on  the 
bench  or  at  the  bar  1 

I  confess,  if  it  were  a  thing  posrible  to  be  compassed, 
it  would  seem  most  reasonable  to  fill  the  chair  with 
some  person  who  would  be  entirely  devoted  to  neither 
party ;  but  since  there  are  so  few  of  that  character, 
and  those  either  unqualified  or  unfriended,  I  cannot 
see  how  a  majority  will  answer  it  to  their  reputation  to 
be  so  ill  provided  of  able  persons  that  they  must  have 
recovirse  to  their  adversaries  for  a  leader ;  a  proceeding 
of  which  I  never  met  with  above  one  example,  and 
even  that  succeeded  but  ill,  though  it  was  recommended 
by  an  oracle,  which  advised  some  city  in  Greece  to  beg 
a  general  from  their  enemies,  who  in  scorn  sent  them 
eiuier  a  fiddler  or  a  poet,  I  have  forgotten  which ;  and 
80  much  I  remember,  that  his  conduct  was  such  that 
they  soon  grew  weary  of  him. 

You  pretend  to  be  heartily  resolyed  against  repealing 
the  sacramental  test;  yet  at  the  same  time  give  the 
only  great  employment  you  have  to  dispose  of  to  a  per- 
son who  will  take  that  test  against  stomach  (by  which 
word  I  understand  many  a  man's  conscience) ;  who 
earnestly  wishes  it  repealed,  and  will  endeavour  it  to 
the  utmost  of  his  power;  so  that  the  first  action  after 
you  meet  will  be  a  sort  of  contravention  to  that  test : 
and  will  anybody  go  further  than  your  practice  to 

udge  of  your  principles  f 

And  now  I  am  upon  this  subject  I  cannot  conclude 
witliout  saying  something  to  a  very  popular  argument 
against  that  sacramental  test,  which  may  be  apt  to 
shake  many  of  those  who  would  otherwise  wish  well 
enough  to  it.  They  say  it  was  a  new  hardship  put 
upon  the  dissenters,  without  any  provocation  ;  and  it 
is  plain  could  be  no  way  necessary,  because  we  had 
peaceably  lived  together  so  long  without  it  They  add 
some  other  circumstances,  of  the  arts  by  which  it  was 
obtained,  and  the  penoo  by  whom  it  was  inserted. 
Surely  such  people  do  not  consider  that  the  penal  laws 
against  dissenters  were  made  wholly  ineffectual  by  the 
connivance  and  mercy  of  the  goveroraent ;  so  that  all 


employments  of  the  state  lay  as  open  to  them  'as  they 
did  to  the  best  and  most  legal  subjects.  And  what 
progress  they  would  have  made,  by  the  advantages  of  a 
late  conjunction,  is  obvious  to  imagine;  which  I  take 
to  be  a  full  answer  to  that  objection. 

I  remember,  upon  the  transmission  of  that  bill  with 
the  test  clause  inserted,  the  dissenters  and  their  parti- 
sans among  other  topics  spoke  much  of  the  good  effects 
produced  by  the  lenity  of  the  government ;  that  (be 
presbyterians  were  grown  very  inconsiderable  in  their 
number  and  quality,  and  would  daily  come  into  the 
church,   if  we  did  not  fright  them  from  it  by  new 
severities.     When  the  act  was  passed  they  presently 
changed  their  style,  and  raised  a  clamour  through  both 
kingdoms  of  the  great  numbers  of  considerable  gentry 
who  were  Uid  aside,  and  could  no  longer  serve  their 
queen  and  country ;  which  hyperbolical  way  of  reckon' 
ing,   when   it  came  to  be  melted  down  into  truth, 
amounted  to  about  fifteen  country  justices,  most  of 
them  of  the  lowest  siie  for  estate,  quality,  or  under- 
standing.    However,  this  puts  me  in  mind  of  a  pasiage 
told  me  by  a  great  man,  although  1  know  not  whether 
it  be  anywhere  recorded :  That  a  complaint  was  made 
to  the  king  and  council  of  Sweden,  of  a  prodigious 
swarm  of  Scots,  who,  under  the  condition  of  pedlars, 
infested  that  kingdom  to  such  a  degree  as,  if  not  sud- 
denly prevented,  might  in  time  prove  dangerous  to  the 
state,  by  joining  with  any  discontented  party.     Meain 
while  the  Scots,  by  their  agents,  placed  a  good  sum  of 
money  to  engage  the  officers  of  the  prime  ministter  in 
their  behalf;  who,  in  order  to  their  defence,  told  the 
council,  **  He  was  assured  they  were  but  a  few  incon- 
siderable people,  diat  lived  honestly  and  jioorly  and 
were  not  of  any  consequence."    Their  enemies  offered 
to  prove  the  contrary :  whereupon  an  order  was  made 
to  take  their  number,  which  was  found  to  amount,  as  1 
remember,  to  about  thirty  thousand.     The  affair  was 
again  broi^ht  before  the  council,  and  great  reproaches 
made  to  the  first  minister  for  his  ill  computation ;  who, 
presently  taking  the   other  handle,  said,  **  He    had 
reason  to  believe  the  number  yet  greater  than   what 
was  returned  ;^  and  then  gravely  oflered  to  the  king's 
consideration,  <*  Whether   it  was  safe  to  render  des- 
perate so  great  a  bodv  of  able  men,  who  had  little  to 
lose,  and  whom  any  hard  treatment  would  only  serve 
to  unite  into  a  power  capable  of  disturbing,  if  not 
destroying,  the  peace  of  the  kingdom."     And  so  they 
were  sufllered  to  continue. 


A  PROPOSAL 

FOR  THE  UNIVERSAL  USE  OF  IRISH  MANUFAC- 
TURE. IN  CLOTHING  AND  FURNITURE  OF  BOUSES; 

Utterly  rejecting  and  renoancing  eteryUilng  wearable  that 
comes  from  Inland. 


Swirr  hbnsetf  give*  tha  foUowing  account  of  this  intereatang 
question  In  a  letter  to  Pona :  "  I  nave  written  in  this  kingdom 
a  diacourse  to  penuade  the  wretched  ptsople  to  wear  their  owa 
manufactures,  instead  of  thoie  from  Enrland.    This  treatise 
soon  spread  very  test,  being  agreeable  to  the  sentimmta  of  the 
whole  nation,  except  those  gentlemen  who  had  employ  vents 
or  were  expectants.    Upon  which  a  person  in  great  office  here 
immediately  took  the  alarm  :    he  sent  in  haste  for  the  chief- 
Justice,  and  inlbrmed  him  of  a  seditious,  factious,  and  virulent 
namphlet,  lately  published,  with  a  design  of  setting  the  two 
kingdoms  at  vurlance;  directing  at  the  same  time  that    the 
priuter  should  be  prosecuted  w  ith  the  utmost  rigour  of  the  law . 
The    chief  JUMlioe  has  ao  quick  an  understanding,  that    he 
reaolved  if  poaaible  to  outdo  hia  ordets.    The  grand  juriee  of 
the  county  and  city  were  effectually  practiaed  with  to  rrfu^ 
aent  the  aaid  pamphlet  with  all  aggraTating  epithets,  tor  which 
they  had  thanks  aent  them  trom  England,  aod  tlietr  ptTeaent- 
ments  puUiahed  for  aeventl  weeks  in  all  the  newa^iapera.    The 
printer  was  aeisrd.  and  furoed  ki  riTe  great  hail.    After  hia  trial 
the  Jiuy  brought  him  in  not  guflty,  although  they  had  bi  vn 
culled  with  tlie  utmoai  industry.    The  chiei-Juatice  aent  ihcm 
back  nine  timea.  and  kept  them  eleven  houra!;  until,  being  iM^r 
factly  tired  out,  they  were  foroed  to  leave  the  matter  to  tb« 
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anej  of  tht  Jv^.  by  what  tlwy  call  a  tpeeitU  verdict.    Dnriof 

the  trifti.  tlM  eluef-jaitice.  amoos  other  fingiiluiliei,  laid  hit 

hod  00  hi*  hreul,  and  protested  solemnly  that  the  author*! 

(M^m  «]•  to  briof  la  the  pretender,  although  there  was  not  a 

■rDirt«  ijrUable  of  party  ia  tae  whole  treatise ;  and  although  It 

vtt  kuitmn  thst  the  most  rminent  of  those  who  professed  his 

ova  priadplei  publicly  disallowed  his  proceedings.    But  the 

mat  brim;*)  rery  odious  and  unpopular,  the  trial  of  the  ver- 

dki  vw  <Merred  horn  one  term  to  another,  until,  upon  the 

duis  of  GnAon's.  the  lard-lieutenant's,  arrival,  his  grace,  after 

Bslort  sdviN  and  nermissioa  fK>m  England,  was  pleased  to 


It  ii  tbe  peculiftr  felicity  and  pmdenoe  of  the  people  in 
tikU  kio^om,  that  wbaterer  a>minoditiei  or  productions 
lie  ooder  the  grealett  discouragements  from  England, 
i^tm  sre  what  tfaej  are  sun  to  be  most  industrious  in 
cnltirating  tod  spreading.  Agriculture,  which  has 
bttxi  the  principal  care  of  all  wise  nations,  and  for  the 
enonu»semcot  whereof  there  are  so  many  statute-laws 
m  EDgLind,  we  countenance  so  wdl,  that  the  landlords 
are  CTcryviiini,  by  penal  clauses,  absolutely  prohibiting 
tl^  tensnli  from  ploughing;  not  satisfied  to  confine 
them  within  certain  limitations,  as  is  the  practice  of 
the  Ei^Iifh :  one  effect  of  which  is  already  seen  in  the 
praiijnoiif  cWsmess  of  com,  and  the  importation  of  it 
from  LoadoD,  as  die  cheaper  market.  And  because 
people  are  the  riches  of  a  country,  and  that  our  neigh- 
(miis  have  done,  and  are  doing,  all  that  in  them  Ues 
to  make  our  wool  a  drug  to  us,  and  a  monopoly  to 
tlMiA,  thoefore  the  politic  gentlemen  of  Ireland  have 
t^opalsted  vast  tracts  of  tbe  best  land  for  the  feeding 
ofiSerp. 

I  ODold  fill  a  volume  as  large  as  the  history  of  the 
Wise  Men  of  Gotham  with  a  catalogue  only  of  some 
^''Qderfal  laws  and  cnistoms  we  have  observed  within 
^^jears  past  It  is  tru^  indeed,  our  beneficial 
tnic  of  wool  with  Fiance  has  been  our  only  support 
U  spreral  years,  furnishing  us  with  all  the  litUe  money 
ve  hare  Id  pay  oai  rents  and  go  to  market  But  our 
BKrchanti  asrare  me  this  trade  has  received  a  great 
l^p  by  the  present  fluctuating  condition  of  the  coin 
ui  Fnaoe ;  and  that  most  of  their  wine  is  paid  for  in 
ifMJt,  vitiboat  carrying  thither  any  commodity  from 
htooe. 

Hovercr,  sincp  we  aie  so  universally  bent  upon  en- 
wxiag  Qv  flocks,  it  may  be  worth  inquiring  what  we 
*baU  do  vHh  our  wool,  in  case  Barnstaple**  should  be 
orcntDckcd,  snd  our  French  commeroe  should  fail? 

1  could  vidi  the  parliament  had  thought  fit  to  have 
aMpoided  their  regulation  of  church  matters  and  en- 
hrfemrnti  of  the  prerogative  until  a  more  convenient 
jiBv,  becaost  they  did  not  appear  'very  pressing,  at 
^  to  the  pcnoos  principally  concerned ;  and,  instead 
^  tboe  great  refinements  in  politics  and  divinity,  had 
tnraitd  themselves  and  their  committees  a  little  with 
^  state  of  the  nstion.  For  example  :  What  if  the 
koaseofcamaonshad  thought  fit  to  make  a  resolu-' 
^^^  M«f  eomtradieati0y  against  wearing  any  cloth  or 
itaff  in  their  families  which  were  not  of  the  growth 
»bd  maauOctnre  of  this  kingdom  9  What  if  they  had 
atfuded  it  so  Ihr  as  utterly  to  exclude  all  silks,  velvets, 
culiooes,  and  the  whole  lexicon  of  female  fopperies ; 
«ii4  declared  that  whoever  acted  otherwise  should  be 
^^"tacd  and  reputed  an  enemy  to  the  nation  9  What 
>f  ihtj  had  sent  up  such  a  resolution  to  be  ^reed  to  by 
^  Umse  of  lords,  and  by  their  own  practice  and  en- 
^^'"^'MnBeat  snread  the  execution  of  it  in  their  several 
f^^tiiei  f  ^^  bat  if  we  should  agree  to  make  burying 
^  *wUen  a  fashion,  as  our  neighbours  have  made  it  a 
^«f  What  if  die  ladies  would  be  content  with  Irish 
*ii&  far  the  fiimitiire  of  their  booses,  for  gowns  and 
P^toata  for  themadves  and  their  daughters  9  Upon 
the  vhole,  and  to  crown  all  the  rest,  let  a  firm  resolu- 

*  A  seauitia  DsvooAira,  at  that  time  the  principal  market 
laEiHjbna  fin,  iriA  wool. 


tion  be  taken,  by  male  and  female,  never  to  appear 
with  one  single  shred  that  comes  from  England,  and 
let  all  the  people  say  Ambic. 

I  hope  and  believe  nothing  could  please  his  majesty 
better  man  to  hear  that  his  lo3ral  subjects  of  both  sexes 
in  this  kingdom  celebrated  his  birthday  (now  ap- 
proaching]) universally  clad  in  their  own  manufacture. 
Is  there  virtue  enough  left  in  this  deluded  people  to 
save  them  from  the  brink  of  mini  If  men's  opinions 
may  be  taken,  the  ladies  will  look  as  handsome  in 
stufib  as  in  brocades ;  and  since  all  will  be  equal,  there 
niay  be  room  enough  to  employ  their  wit  and  fancy 
in  choosing  and  matching  patterns  and  colours.  I 
heard  the  late  archbishop  of  Tuam  mention  a  pleasant 
observation  ot  somebody's,  that  Ireland  wouM  never 
be  happy  till  a  law  were  made  for  buming  everything 
that  came  from  England,  except  their  peo^e  and  their 
coals. .  I  must  confess  that,  as  to  the  former,  I  should 
not  be  sorry  if  they  would  stay  at  home ;  and  for  the 
latter,  I  hope  in  a  little  time  we  shall  have  no  occasion 
for  th«m. 


Non  tanti  mitra  est.  non  tanti  jndicis  ostrum- 


but  I  should  rejoice  to  see  a  staylace  from  England  be 
thought  scandalous,  and  become  a  topic  for  censure  at 
visits  and  tea-tables. 

If  the  unthinking  shcmkeepers  in  this  town  had  not 
been  utterly  destitute  of  common  sense,  they  would 
have  made  some  proposal  to  the  parliament  with  a 
petition  to  the  purpose  I  have  mentioned ;  promising  to 
improve  the  dolhs  and  stufls  of  the  nation  into  all  pot- 
sibie  degrees  of  fineness  and  coloun,  and  engaging  not 
to  play  die  knave,  according  to  their  custom,  by  exact- 
ing and  imposing  upon  the  nobility  and  gentry,  either 
as  to  the  prices  or  the  goodness.  For  I  remember,  in 
London,  upon  a  general  mourning,  the  rascally  mercers 
and  woollen-drapers  would  in  four-and-twenty  hours 
raise  their  cloths  and  silks  to  above  a  double  price,  and 
if  the  mourning  continued  long,  then  come  whining 
with  petitions  to  the  court  that  they  were  ready  to 
starve  and  their  fineries  lay  upon  their  hands. 

I  could  wish  our  shopkeepers  would  immediately 
think  on  this  proposal,  aadressing  it  to  all  persons  of 
quality  and  others ;  but  first  be  sure  to  get  somebody 
who  can  write  sense  to  put  it  into  form. 

I  think  it  needless  to  exhort  the  clergy  to  follow  this 
good  example;  because  in  a  little  time  those  among 
diem  who  are  so  unfortunate  as  to  have  had  their  birth 
and  education  in  this  country  will  think  themselves 
abundantly  happy  when  they  can  afford  Irish  crape 
and  an  Athlone  hat ;  and  as  to  the  others,  I  shall  not 
presume  to  direct  them.  I  have  indeed  seen  the  pre- 
sent archbishop  of  publin  [Dr.  William  King]  dad 
from  head  to  foot  in  our  own  manufacture ;  and  yet, 
under  the  rose  be  it  spoken,  his  grace  deserves  as  good  a 
gown  as  if  he  had  not  been  bom  among  us. 

I  have  not  courage  enough  to  offer  one  syllable  on 
this  subject  to  their  honours  of  the  army ;  neither  have 
I  sufilciently  considered  the  great  importance  of  scarlet 
and  gold  lace. 

The  ftible  in  Ovid  of  Arachne  and  Pallas  is  to  this 
purpose. — The  goddess  had  heard  of  one  Arachne,  a 
young  virgin,  very  famous  for  spinning  and  weaving. 
They  both  met  upon  a  trial  of  skill ;  and  Pallas,  find- 
ing herself  almost  equalled  in  her  own  art,  stung  with 
rage  and  envy,  knocked  her  rival  down,  and  turned 
her  into  a  nider,  enjoining  her  to  spin  and  weave  for 
ever  out  o(  her  own  boweli^  and  in  a  very  narrow  com- 
pass. 

I  confess  that,  from  a  boy,  I  always  pitied  poor 
Arachne,  and  could  never  heartily  love  the  goddess,  on 
account  of  so  cruel  and  unjust  a  sentence ;  which  how- 
ever is  fully  executed  upon  us  by  England  with  further 
additions  of  rigour  and  severity ;  for  the  greatest  part 
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of  our  bowels  and  vitaU  is  extracted  without  allowing 
us  the  liberty  of  spinning  and  weaving  them. 

The  scripture  tells  us  that  "  oppression  makes  a  wise 
man  mad ; '  therefore,  consequently  speaking,  the  reason 
why  some  men  are  not  mad  is  because  they  are  not  wise. 
However  it  were  to  be  wished  that  oppression  would  in 
time  teach  a  little  wisdom  to  fools. 

I  was  much  delighted  with  a  person  who  has  a  great 
estate  in  this  kingdom,  upon  his  complaiufa  to  me  how 
grievously  poor  England  suffers  by  impositions  from 
Ireland  : — ^uiat  we  convey  our  own  wool  to  France,  in 
spite  of  all  the  harpies  at  the  custom-house ;  that  Mr. 
Shuttleworth  and  others,  on  the  Cheshire  coasts,  are 
such  fools  to  sell  us  their  bark  at  a  good  price  ibr  tan- 
ning  our  own  hides  into  leather ;  with  other  enormities 
of  ^e  like  weight  and  kind.  To  which  I  will  venture 
to  add  more : — that  the  mayoralty  of  this  city  is  always 
executed  by  an  inhabitant,  and  often  by  a  native,  which 
might  as  well  be  done  by  a  deputy  with  a  moderate 
salary,  whereby  poor  England  loses  at  least  one  thou- 
sand pounds  a-year  upon  the  balance  :  that  the  goTena- 
ing  of  this  kingdom  costs  the  lord-lieutenant  3600/. 
a-year — so  much  net  loss  to  poor  England :  that  the 
people  of  Ireland  presume  to  dig  for  coals  on  their 
own  grounds ;  and  the  farmers  in  the  county  of  Wick- 
low  send  their  turf  to  the  yery  market  of  Dublin,  to 
the  great  discouragement  of  the  coal-trade  of  Mustyn 
[Flintshire]  and  Whitehaven  [Cumberland]  :  that  ^ 
revenues  of  the  post-office  here,  so  righteously  belonging 
to  the  English  treasury,  as  arising  chiefly  from  our 
own  commerce  with  each  other,  should  be  remitted  to 
London  clogged  with  tiiat  grievous  burden  of  exchange ; 
and  the  pensions  paid  out  of  tlie  Irish  revenues  to 
English  favourites  should  lie  under  the  same  disadvan- 
tage, to  the  great  loss  of  the  grantees.  When  a  divine 
is  sent  over  to  a  bishopric  here,  with  the  hones  of  2500/. 
a-year,  and  upon  his  arrival  he  finds,  alas]  a  dreadful 
discount  of  10  or  12  per  cent ;  a  judge,  or  a  commis- 
sioner of  die  revenue,  has  the  same  cause  of  complaint. 
Lastly,  the  ballad  upon  Cotter  is  vehemently  suspected 
to  be  Irish  manufacture,  and  yet  is  allowed  to  be  sung  in 
our  open  streets,  under  the  very  noseof  thegovemmoit. 

These  are  a  few  among  the  many  hardsbips  we  put 
upon  that  poor  kingdom  of  England,  for  which,  I  am 
confident,  every  honest  man  wishes  a  remedy.  And  I 
hear  there  is  a  project  on  foot  for  transporting  our  best 
wheaten  straw,  by  sea  and  land  carriage,  to  Dunstable, 
and  obliging  us  by  a  law  to  take  off  yearly  so  many  ton 
of  straw  hats  for  the  use  of  our  women ;  which  will  be 
a  great  encouragement  to  the  manufacture  of  that  in- 
dustrious town. 

I  should  be  glad  to  learn  among  the  divines  whether 
a  law  to  bind  men  without  their  own  consent  be  obli  • 
gatory  in  faro  eontcientue  j  because  I  find  scripture, 
Sanderson,  and  Suares,  are  wholly  silent  on  the  matter. 
The  oracle  of  reason,  the  great  law  of  nature,  and 
general  opinion  of  civilians,  wherever  they  treat  of 
limited  governments,  are  indeed  decisive  enough. 

It  is  wonderful  to  observe  the  bias  among  our  people 
in  favour  of  things,  persons,  and  wares  of  all  kinds,  that 
come  from  England.  The  printer  tells  his  hawkers 
that  he  has  got  an  excdlent  new  song,  just  brought  from 
London.  I  have  somewhat  of  a  tendency  &ai  way 
myself;  and  upon  hearing  a  coxcomb  from  thence 
displaying  himself,  with  great  volubility,  upon  the  park, 
the  playhouse,  the  opera,  the  gaming  ordinaries,  it  was 
apt  to  beget  in  me  a  kind  of  veneration  for  his  parts 
and  accomplishments.  It  is  not  many  years  since  I 
remember  a  person,  who,  by  his  style  and  literature, 
seems  to  have  been  the  corrector  of  a  hedge-duress  in 
some  blind  alley  about  Little  Britain,  proceed  gradu- 
ally to  bean  author,  at  least  a  translator^  of  a  lower 

*  SamoMd  to  be  OaBaar's  Commentories,  dedicated  to  the 
duke  of  MAflboroagh  by  colonel  Bladen. 


rate,  although  somewhat  of  a  larger  bulk,  than  any 
that  now  flourishes  in  Grub-street;  and  upon  the 
strength  of  this  foundation  come  over  here,  erect  him- 
self up  into  an  orator  and  politician,  and  lead  a  king- 
dom after  him.  This,  I  am  told,  was  the  very  motive 
that  prevailed  on  the  author  [lord  Grimston]  of  a 
play,  called  "  L^ve  in  a  hollow  Tree,*'  to  do  us  the 
honour  of  a  visit ;  presuming,  with  very  good  reason, 
that  he  was  a  writer  of  a  superior  class.  I  know 
another,  who,  for  thirty  years  past,  has  been  the  com- 
mon standard  of  stupidity  in  England,  where  he  was 
never  heard  a  minute  in  any  assembly  or  by  any 
party,  with  common  Christian  treatment ;  yet,  upon 
his  arrival  here,  could  put  on  a  fiice  of  importance  and 
authority,  talk  more  than  six,  without  either  graceful- 
ness, jNTopriety,  or  meaning,  and  at  the  same  time  he 
admired  and  followed  as  the  pattern  of  eloquence  and 
wisdom. 

Nothing  has  humbled  me  so  much,  or  shown  a 
greater  disposition  to  a  contemptuous  treatment  of 
Ireland  in  some  chief  governors,  than  that  high  style  of 
several  speeches  from  the  throne,  delivered  as  usual, 
after  the  royal  assent,  in  some  periods  of  the  two  last 
reigns.  Such  exaggerations  of  the  jvodigious  conde- 
scensions in  the  prince  to  pass  those  good  laws  would 
liave  but  an  odd  sound  at  Westminster;  neither  do  I 
apprehend  how  any  good  law  can  pass  wherein  the 
king's  interest  is  not  as  much  concerned  as  that  of  the 
people.  I  remember,  after  a  speech  on  the  like  occasion 
delivered  by  my  lord  Wharton  fiord-lieutenant]  (I 
think  it  was  his  last),  he  desired  Mr.  Addison  to  ask 
my  opinion  on  it.  My  answer  was,  "  That  his  excel- 
lency had  very  honestly  forfeited  his  head  on  account 
of  one  paragraf^  wherein  he  asserted,  by  plain  conse- 
quence, a  dispensing  power  in  the  queen."  His  lord- 
ship owned  it  was  true,  but  swore  "  the  words  were 
put  into  his  mouth  by  [direct  orders  from  court." 
Whence  it  is  clear  that  some  ministers  in  those  times 
were  apt,  from  their  high  elevation,  to  look  down  upon 
this  kingdom  as  if  it  had  been  one  of  their  colonies  of 
outcasts  in  America.  And  I  observed  a  little  of  tht* 
same  turn  of  spirit  in  some  great  men  from  whom  I 
expected  better :  although,  to  do  them  justice,  it  proved 
no  kind  of  difficulty  to  make  them  correct  their  idea, 
whereof  the  whole  nation  quickly  found  the  benefit. — 
But  that  is  forgotten.  How  the  style  has  since  run  1 
am  wholly  a  stranger,  having  never  seen  a  speech  since 
the  last  of  the  queen. 

I  would  now  expostulate  a  little  with  our  country 
landlords ;  who,  by  unmeasurable  screwing  and  rack- 
ing their  tenants  all  over  the  kingdom,  have  already  re- 
duced the  miserable  people  to  a  worse  condition  than 
the  peasants  in  France  or  the  vassals  in  Germany  and 
Poland  ;  so  that  the  whole  species  of  what  w«%  call  sub- 
stantial farmers  will  in  a  very  few  years  be  utterly  at 
an  end.     It  was  pleasant  to  observe  these  gentlemen 
labouring    with   cdl    their  might  for  preventing    the 
bishops  from  letting  their  revenues  at  a  moderate  lialf- 
value,  (whereby  the  whole  order  would  in  an  age  ha%  e 
been  reduced  to  manifest  beggary,)  at  the  very  iustant 
when  they  were'every  where  canting^  their  own  land  u{iuii 
short  leases  and  sacrificing  their  oldest  tenants  for  a 
penny  an  acre  advance.     I  know  not  how  it  comes  to 
pass  (and  yet,  perhaps,  I  know  well  enough)     that 
slaves  have  a  natural  disposition  to  be  tyrants ;    aiid 
that,  when  my  betters  give  me  a  kick,  I  am  apt  to  re- 
venge it  with  six  upon  my  footman,  although,  perhapa, 
he  may  be  an  honest  and  diligent  fellow.    I  have  bettnl 
great  divines  affirm   that  nothing  is  so  likely  to  call 
down  a  universal  judgment  from  heaven  upon  a  nation 
as  universal  oppiession ;  and  whether  this  be  not  already 
verified  in  part,  their  worships,  the  landlords,  are   imw 

•  Ciintlng  thoir  land  it  lotting  it  to  Uie  highest  bidder.     C^ot 
signifies  the  same  as  aaction. 
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at  fall  Irinnc  to  coonder.  Whoever  traveli  this  coun- 
try,  and  obterves  the  t^ce  of  nature,  or  the  faces  and 
hahtu  Slid  dwellings  of  the  natives,  will  hardly  think 
hinitrlf  io  a  land  where  law,  religion,  or  common  hu- 
nuaity  is  professed. 

I  cannot  forbear  saying  one  word  upon  a  thing  they 
call  a  bank,  which  I  fear  is  projecting  in  diis  town.* 
I  nerer  aw  the  proposals,  nor  understand  any  one  par- 
ticular of  tbeir  scheme.  What  I  with  for  at  present  is 
only  a  raficient  provision  of  hemp,  and  caps  and  bells, 
to  dirtribote  according  k>  the  several  degrees  of  honesty 
tai  prodfnce  in  some  persons.  I  hear  only  of  a  mon- 
•traiM  nun  already  named ;  and  if  others  do  not  soon 
bar  of  it  too,  and  hear  with  a  vengeance,  then  I  am  a 
{tntloDao  of  less  sagacity  than  myself,  and  very  few 
br%ide  myadf.  take  me  to  be.  And  the  jest  will  be 
■tin  tbe  better  if  it  be  true,  as  judicious  persons  have 
aMind  Die,  that  one  half  of  this  money  will  be  real 
and  tbe  other  half  altogether  imaginary.  The  matter 
«>n  be  likewise  much  mended  if  the  merchants  con- 
ttnue  to  carry  off  our  gold,  and  our  goldsmiths  to  melt 
duarn  our  beayy  silver. 


AN  ESSAY 

ON  ENGLISH    BUBBLES; 

BY  THOMAS  HOPE.  ESQ. 

Tn  dnee  iBQadrUiK  ptoea  refer  to  a  project  in  eirealation  io 
l'r>,  iM  ihe  eilBbluhiDCiit  of  «  naUooal  bftok  in  Dublin,  and 
ti.-  Emr  upon  English  Bubbles  is  to  be  considered  u  introduc- 
trry  to  xbt>  others. 


To  the  right  reverend,  right  honourable,  and  right 
vorshipful,  and  to  the  reverend,  honourable,  and 
wwhipful,  Ac,  Company  of  Stockjobbers,  whether 
hmit  or  diahonest,  pious  or  impious,  wise  or 
«*beTwi>e,  male  or  female,  young  or  old,  one  with 
«»«her,  who  have  suffered  depr«iation  by  the  late 
UibWa,— <5reeting. 

Ha^  i^c  received  the  following  scheme  from  Dublin,  I 

r'«  you  the  earliest  notice  how  you  may  retrieve 

t>bM  CT  TVTAMEN,'*  which  you  have  sacrificed   by 

P^TOit*  in  babbles.     This  nroject  is   founded  on  a 

J^'^Mwrtary  security ;  besides,  the  devil  is  in  it  if  it 

^  U^  wx  a  dignitary  of  the  Church  [dean  of  St. 

fttrirkV  ii  at  the  head  of  it.     Therefore  you  who 

Mr*"  mbKribrd  to  the  stocking  insurance,  and  are  out 

ai  the hftU,  may  soon  appear  tight  about  the  leg;  you 

«bi)  eDcooiage  Uje  hemp  manufacture  may  leave  Ae 

^^^  to  rogoes,  and  prevent  the  odium  of  /elo  de  se. 

Htdiciittl  virtues  are  to  be  had  without  the  expense 

vA  haxard  of  a  dispensary.     You  may  sleep  without 

«n"«ninK  of  bottles  at  your  tail,  and  a  loolcing-glass 

«M  not  affright    you;    and  since  the  glass  bubble 

p»^*«l  as  brittle  as  its  ware,  and  broke,  together  with 

^'f,  the  hopes  of  its  proprietors,  they  may  make 

o«n«elT«  whole  by  subscribing  to  our  new  fund. 

Hcrt  indeed  may  be  made  Uiree  very  grave  objec- 

^Z^*   by  incredulous,  interested    priests,    ambitious 

<"J*.»ni,  and  acmpolous  statesmen.     1,  The  stocking 

'•  *»  ufdctory  gentlemen  do  not  know  how  swearing  can 

'<■'•:  them  to  any  probability  of  covering  their  legs 

«■'».  milesa  it  tie  oy  the  means  of  a  pair  of  stoclu. 

^  That  the  h^anp-snaxed  men  apprehend  that  such  an 

*  "'•an^enient  for  oaths  can  tend  to  no  other  advance* 

^'^^  promotion,  and  exaltation  of  tlieir  persons  than 

*»»  */  the  gallows;    the  late  old   ordinary  Paul,' 

*'  IT  irnnm  gray  in  the  habit  of  making  this  accu- 

•  r^i«  pmjfirt  for  a  bank  in  Ireland  wm»  aflenrards  biouffht 
I't-  rniismcm  um|  rejected. 

rh«  aotto  found  m  erown-pirce.  which  was  the  usual  price 

"  I'  nsiu. 

'  {'«q1  Inmfaw  naoy  yeus  ordinary  of  Newg&te.    He  died 
»0L.  II. 


rate  observation  in  every  month*8  Sessions  Paper,  '*  That 
swearing  had  as  great  a  hand  in  the  suspension  of 
every  living  soul  under  his  cure,  as  Sabbath-breaking 
itself."  And  drd.  That  the  glass-bubble- men  cannot, 
for  their  lives,  with  the  best  pair  of  spectacles  (which 
is  the  only  thing  left  neat  and  whole  out  of  all  their 
ware)  see  how  &ey  shall  make  anything  out  of  this 
his  oath-project,  supposing  he  should  even  confirm  by 
one  its  goodness— an  oath  being,  as  they  say,  as  brittle 
as  glass,  and  only  made  to  be  broken. 

But  those  incredulous  priests  shall  not  go  without 
an  answer  that  will,  I  am  sure,  induce  them  to  place 
a  great  confidence  in  the  beneiSt  arising  from  christ- 
ians who  damn  themselves  every  hour  of  the  day ; 
for,  while  they  speak  of  the  vainness  and  fickleness  of 
oaths  as  an  objection  against  our  project,  they  little 
consider  that  this  fickleness  and  vainness  is  die  common 
practice  among  all  the  people  of  this  sublunary  world  ; 
and  that,  consequently,  instead  of  being  an  objection 
against  the  project,  is  a  concluding  argument  of  the 
constancy  and  solidity  of  their  sure  gain  by  it;  a 
never-failing  argument,  as  he  tells  us,  among  the  bre- 
thren of  his  cloth. 

The  ambitious  citizens  who,  from  being  plunged 
deep  in  the  wealthy  whirlpool  of  die  South  Sea,  are  in 
hopes  of  risuig  to  such  seats  of  fortune  and  dignity  as 
would  best  suit  with  their  mounting  and  aspiring 
hopes,  may  imagine  that  this  new  fund  in  the  sister 
nation  may  prove  a  rival  to  theirs,  and  by  drawing 
off  a  multitude  of  subscribers  will,  if  it  makes  a  flood 
in  Ireland,  cause  an  ebb  in  England.  But  it  may  be 
answered.  That  though  our  author  avers  "  that  this 
fund  will  vie  with  the  South  Sea,"'  yet  it  will  not 
clash  with  it  On  the  contrary  the  subscribers  to  this 
must  wish  the  increase  of  the  South  Sea  (so  far  from 
being  its  rival),  because  the  multitude  of  people  raised 
by  it  who  were  plain  speakers  as  they  were  plain 
dealers  before,  must  learn  to  swear  in  order  to  become 
their  clothes,  and  to  be  gentlemen  a  la  mode ;  while 
those  who  are  ruined,  I  mean  Jobed  by  it,  will  dismiss 
the  patience  of  their  old  pattern,  swear  at  their  con- 
dition and  curse  their  Malcer  in  their  distress  :  and  so 
the  increase  of  that  English  fund  will  be  demonstra- 
tively an  ample  augmentation  of  the  Irish  one,  so  far 
will  it  be  from  being  rivalled  by  it ;  so  that  each  of 
them  may  subscribe  to  a  fund  they  have  their  own 
security  for  augmenting. 

The  scrupulous  statesmen  (for  we  know  that  states- 
men are  usually  very  scrupulous)  may  object  against 
having  this  project  secured  by  votes  in  parliament,  by 
reason,  as  they  may  deem  it  in  their  great  wisdom,  of 
its  being  an  impious  project,  and  that  therefore  so  il- 
lustrious an  assembly  as  the  Irish  parliament  ought  by 
110  means,  according  to  die  opinion  of  a  christian 
statesman,  to  be  concerned  in  supporting  any  impious 
thing  in  the  world.  The  way  that  some  may  lake  to 
prove  it  impious  b  because  it  will  tend  highly  to  the 
interest  of  swearing.  But  this  1  take  to  be  plain  down- 
right sophistry  and  playing  upon  words :  if  this  be 
c^led  the  Swearing  project,  or  the  Oath-Act,  the  in- 
crease of  swearing  will  be  very  much  for  the  benefit 
and  interest  of  swearing,  t.  e,  to  the  subscribers  in  the 
fund  to  be  raised  by  this  fruitful  Swearing-act,  if  it 
should  be  so  called,  but  not  to  the  swearers  themselves 
who  are  to  pay  for  it ;  so  that  it  will  be,  according  io 
diis  distinction,  piously  indeed  an  act  fur  a  benefit  to 
mankind  from  swearing,  not  impiously  a  benefit  in 
swearing ;  so  that  I  think  that  argiuneut  entirely  an- 
swered and  defeated.  Far  be  it  from  the  dean  to  have 
entered  into  so  unchristian  a  project  as  this  had  been 
so  considered.  But  then  these  poliriciaiis  (being  ge- 
nerally, as  the  world  knows,  mighty  tender  of  con- 
science) may  raise  these  new  doubts,  fears,  and  scruples^ 
viz, — That  it  will,  however,  cause  the  subscribers  to 
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wuh  in  tiieir  mindi  for  many  oatbi  to  fly  about,  which 
Si  A  heinoiu  crime,  and  to  lay  stratagecni  to  try  the 
patience  of  men  of  all  lotte,  to  put  them  upon  the 
•wearing  train,  in  order  to  bring  grut  to  their  own  mill, 
which  is  a  crime  atill  more  enormous ;  and  that  there- 
fore, for  fear  of  thete  evil  consequences,  the  nasiing  of 
such  an  act  is  not  consistent  with  the  really  eztia- 
ordinary  and  tender  conscience  of  a  true  modem 
politician.  But  in  answer  to  this  I  think  I  can  plead 
the  strongest  plea  in  nature,  and  Uiat  is  called  pre- 
cedent, I  think,  which  I  take  thus  from  the  South  Sea : 
one  man,  by  the  very  nature  of  that  subscription,  must 
naturally  pray  for  the  temporal  damnation  of  another 
man  in  his  fortune  in  order  for  gaining  his  own  nl- 
▼ation  in  it,  yea,  e?en  though  he  knows  the  other  man*s 
temporal  daxnnation  would  be  the  cause  of  his  etenial, 
by  his  swearing  and  demiring.  Neither  do  I  think 
tins  in  casuistry  any  sin,  because  the  swearing  undone 
man  is  a  free  agent,  and  can  chooie  whether  he  wiU 
swear  or  no,  anybody*s  wishes  whatsoever  to  the  con* 
trary  notwithstanding.  And  in  politics  I  am  sure  it  is 
even  a  Machiavelian  holy  mazun, ''  That  some  men 
should  be  ruined  for  the  good  of  otheis."  Thus  I 
diink  I  have  answered  all  the  objections  that  can  be 
brought  against  this  project's  coming  to  perfection, 
and  proved  it  to  be  convenient  to  the  stste,^  of  intocst 
to  the  protestant  church,  and  consonant  with  Christi- 
anity, nay,  with  the  very  scruples  of  modem  iqueamish 
statesmen. 

To  conclude:  the  laudable  author  of  this  project 
squares  the  measures  of  it  so  much  according  to  the 
scripture  rule,  that  it  may  reasonably  be  presumed  all 
good  christians  in  England  wilt  come  as  fart  into  the 
subscriptions  for  his  encouragement  as  they  have  al- 
ready (bne  throughout  the  kingdom  of  Ireland  ;^  lor 
what  greater  proof  could  this  author  give  of  his  Christi- 
anity than  for  bringing  about  this  Swearing<«ot,  cha- 
ritably to  part  with  hu  coat,  and  sit  starving  in  a  very 
thin  waistcoat  in  his  garret,  to  do  the  corporeal  virtues 
of  feeding  and  clothing  the  poor,  and  raising  them 
firom  the  cottage  to  the  palace,  by  punishing  the  vices 
of  the  rich  f  What  more  could  have  been  done  even 
in  the  primitive  times  Y  Thomai  Hon. 

ttota  my  hooie  fai  81.  Fbltk'f  Psrisli, 
London.  Angnal  10,  ITSO. 

P^. — For  the  benefit  of  the  author,  application  may 

be  made  to  me  at  the  Tilt-yard  Coffeenouse^  White- 
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SUBSCRIBERS  TO  THE  BANK, 

PLACED  ACOORDINO  TO  TBEm  ORDBR  AND 
QUALITY.  WITH  NOTES  AND  QUERIES. 

THi  eommlMioBen  appotated  to  iccoivs  nibKrfptloiM  for  the 
bank.  tuidcirruliit«dlUtt  of  Um  nbicrlbcn,  marking  thoM  who 
weiv  qnallfled  to  be  govemon  aod  dtreelon,  and  thoM  who 
were-entitlsd  to  vote. 

A  TBUB  and  exact  account  of  the  nobility,  gentry  and 
traders  of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  who  upon  mature 
deliberation  are  of  opinion  that  die  estsbliming  a  bank 
upon  real  security  would  be  highly  for  the  advantage 
01  the  trsde  of  the  said  kingdom ;  and  for  increasing 
the  current  species  of  money  in  the  lame.  Extracted 
from  the  list  of  die  subscribers  to  the  Bank  of  Ireland, 
published  by  order  of  the  oommissionexs  appointed  to 
receive  subscriptions. 


Barons  •     ■ 
Bishops 
fVencn  Bkrons 


1 
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Archbishops      •     •     0 

Marquises  •     •     .     0 

Earls     •     .     •     •     0 

Viscounts    .     •     •     3 

N.B. — ^Hm  tempond  loi^  of  Irelnd  are  135,  the 
bisbons,  33.  In  all  147,  exdnsive  of  the  afofcsaid 
French  count. 
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GtHiry : — Baronets,  1 .        Knights,  1. 

N.B.— Total  of  baroneti  and  knights  m  Ireland  un- 
certain, but  in  common  computation  suppoied  to  be 
more  than  two. 

Memben  of  the  house  of  conunon»--41 ;  one  where- 
of reckoned  before  amongst  the  two  knighti. 

N.B. — ^Number  of  cammonen,  in  all  300. 

Esquires  not  members  of  Parliamoit— ^7. 

N.B.— Theie  aie  at  least  30  of  the  wid  37  cequirca 
whose  names  an  little  known,  and  whose  qualificatians 
as  esquiies  are  refened  to  the  king  ataims;  and  the 
said  kmg  isdesiied  tosend  to  the  publisher  hereof  a 
true  aeeount  of  the  whole  number  of  such  real  or  — 
puted  esquires  as  are  to  be  found  in  this  kingdom. 

Deans    .     .     .     •     1  |  Rectors        •     • 
Aich-Deaeons   .     .     3 1  Curates       .     • 
N.B.~Of  this  number  one  French  dean,  one  French 
curate,  and  one  bookseller. 

Officers  not  members  of  parliament — 16. 
N.B.— Of  the  above  number  10  French ;  but  uncer- 
tain whether  on  wh(de  or  half-pay,  broken,  or  of  the 
militia. 

Ladies        1 

Widows  3^  whenof  one  qualified  ta  be  dep.-govenMr. 

Maidens     4. 

N.B.— It  being  uBeeriBm  in  what  class  to  laace  the 
eight  female  subscribers,  whether  in  that  of  nobility, 
gentry,  &c.,  it  is  bought  proper  to  inseit  them  here  be« 
twixt  the  offlbers  and  tradas. 

Traden, 
Aij  ^(Dublin     ...     1    aFlrenchman 

Aldefmen  of  |C^  ....     I 

Limerick     ...     1 1  Drogheda    ...     0 

Waterfoid   .     .     .     0|ftc O 

Merchants  39,  vis^  10  French^  of  London  1,  of  Cork 
l,ofBellhstl. 

N.B. — The  place  of  abode  of  three  of  the  said  met- 
ohanti,  ms.,  of  London,  Cork,  Belfast,  being  mcntiocie.1. 
die  publither  desires  to  know  where  die  rest  may  be  wn>t« 
to,  and  whether  they  deal  in  wholeeale  or  retail,  viz. 

Master  dealers,  Ac,  59,  cashiers  1,  banken  4,  chr- 
mist  1,  nUyer  1,  Popish  vintner  1,  Bricklayer  I,  chan- 
dler 1,  docton  of  physic  4,  chirurgeons  3,  pewterer  l^ 
attorneys  4  (besides  one  esquire^,  barbers  or  marker^ 
uncertain.  As  to  the  rest  of  tne  membcvs,  the  pub^ 
lither  of  this  paper,  diough  he  has  used  his  utmost  Uh 
lijgcnce,has  notbeen  able  to  get  a  satisfactory  acouuut, 
either  as  to  their  country,  trade,  or  profession.^ 

N.B. — ^The  total  of  men,  women,  and  children  ii| 
IrehuKL  besides  Frenchmen,  is  3^000,000.  Total  oi 
the  land  of  Ireland  acres  16,800,000.  (Vide  Reaauii^ 
foraBank.ftc.) 

Qumn,  How  many  of  die  said  acrei  ars  in  poaaesnoti 
of  I  French  bar<»i,  1  French  desn,  1  French  curate, 
FVench  alderman,  10  French  merchanti,  8  Mcaaicui] 
Frances,  1  eM^uire  projector.  1  esquire  attorney,  6  offi 
cers  of  the  army,  8  women,  1  London  merchant,  1  Curl 
merchant,  I  Belfast  merchant,  18  merchants  wb.>^ 
places  of  abode  are  not  mentioned,  1  cashier,  4  baiikn^j 
Igentleman  projector,  I  plaver,  1  chemist,  I  VoyiA 
vintner,  1  bricklayer,  1  chandler,  4  docton  of  physic, 
chirurgeons,  1  pewterer,  4  gentlemen  attomeya.  beside 
38  gentlemen  dealers,  yet  unknown,  ut  supra  f 

A  LKTTER  FROM  A  LADY  IN  TOWN  TO  HER  FRXKn! 
IN  THE  COUNTRY.  CONCERNING  THE  BANK  ; 

OR  TBS  Ltrr  or  TBS  ivsacsuisBS  rvH-raia  szTLAxmcD. 

Dbab  Madam,  DuWin.Dsesmbtrl,  itii. 

I  CAMB   to  town  tiiree  days  belbre  the  battk-booi 

were  opened,  and  resolving  to  lose  no  time,  I  ornt  (\ 

your  friend,  and  told  him  of  your  reaolutioiM  to   sul 


liSTTER  FROM  A  LADY  CONCEHNINO  THB  BANK. 
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vnV  WOi.,  fhat  I  had  directioiu  ftom  jou  to  apply 
to  liim,  and  a  comntiflsioD  to  tramact  for  you. 

At  fin(  lie  looked  very  grare  and  retenred,  faying 
thit  lie  doubted  I  wae  come  too  late,  forthat  eo  many 
pBsoM  of  iDterast  and  dietinction  of  both  sexes  had  ap- 
plied, be  WM  afraid  that  the  books  wmdd  be  ftill  before 
they  vere  opened;  however,  he  said,  he  woald  use  all 
his  interot,  end  rather  than  yon  should  be  disappointed 
he  roald  amga  one  half  of  hisown  subeeritition  to  you ; 
at  the  nine  time  letting  mo  understand,  tnat  it  was  in 
eflftct  I  gift  of  BO  much  money,  with  some  innuendos  as 
if  he  expectad  a  premium. 

He  tben  ran  out  in  high  rajitures  upon  the  bank,  and 
opoodK  great  advantages  it  would  be  both  to  die  sub- 
icriben  sod  to  the  kingdom;  he  extolled  the  conduct  of 
themsngen,  who  had  procured  this  bank  from  the  go- 
Temment  vithont  any  consideration,  for  which  former 
projectonhsd  offered  no  less  than  50,000/.  He  af- 
ttniMd  Aat  tike  subscribers  could  make  no  more  than  25 
per  oat  for  tkeir  whole  subscriptbns,  of  which  only  one- 
twtoddh  psit  was  to  be  deposited;  and  then  desired 
metD  eompole  the  value  of  tiie  present  he  had  made. 

J  liked  him  whedier  he  were  sure  that  this  bank 
vould  succeed  f  Me  told  me  there  was  not  the  least 
dwbt  of  it;  that  tbe  necessity  of  aflbirs  required  it, 
whenof  die  managCKe  wera  so  confident,  that  they  had 
KtQiUj  brought  over  the  iron  chests  to  secure  die 
Booey;  that  the  nobility,  gentry,  and  traders  of  the 
kiogdmn  were,  upon  mature  ddiboration,  unanimously 
of  opioiai  that  a  bank  was  necessary,  &c. ;  that  he  had 
prticoUHy  discouraed  with  three  eminent  persons  of 
gmt  hoDoiir,  experience,  and  sagacitf,  distmguished 
fix  the  love  of  their  country  and  their  profound  laioW' 
I<^  in  the  general  interests  of  kingdoms,  and  far 
•^e  lay  paltry  adf-interests,  tiie  first  of  which,  with 
pett  itraigth  of  arfgument^  asserted.  That  we  must 
hare  &  bank,  and  will  have  a  bank ;  the  second,  That 
the  Soath<Sea  had  occasioned  such  a  dearth  of  money 
io  the  kingdom  that  paper  money  was  as  necessary 
Mw  If  biasi  money  was  in  the  time  of  king  James, 
uA  make  as  better  able  to  pay  our  taxes  and  our 
P^Mh;  and  the  third,  witn  greater  rolubility  of 
tO(>g«  ind  ancoBninon  eloquence,  aflSrmed  that  if 
pupic  wtrald  not  eonfide  and  believe  in  sudi  a  set  of 
diRdon  ind  governors,  as  were  intended  to  be  chosen, 
neither  would  they  believe  in  Moses  or  the  prophets. 

^  then  began  to  enlarge  upon  the  great  advan- 
tigei  thu  bsok  would  be  to  the  public ;  that  it  would 
u&ime  trade,  navigation,  manufactories,  and  the 
^altintian  of  our  land;  eimble  us  to  govern  foreign 
B**^  and  make  other  nations  factors  for  us  who 
*<^  oow  only  faetoia  ibr  them.  He  tiien  proceeded  to 
*  i**!^  wluch  1  did  not  comprehend,  of  imports, 
aporti,  building  shipa^  erecting  warehouses,  dmming 
hogi,  opening  rivets,  finding  eoab,  building  towers, 
''^■ing  land,  sinking  interest,  &e.  And  when  he  was 
OQtof  beestfa  presented  me  with  a  paper  called  Rmsoiv 
"*  a  Bank,  written,  as  he  affirmed,  with  force  of 
f'l'on,  eonciseneis  and  perspicuity  of  style,  elegancy 
^Mhraae,  propriety  in  diction,  and  with  masterly 
Kiokei  io  political  calculations;  and  believing  he 
^  DOW  folly  convinced  me,  he  advised  me,  by  all 
"««»,  that  the  money  I  was  to  deposit  should  be 
rinjeis,  ptesuaung  the  crowds  would  be  so  great  tiiat 
^  clerks  would  despatch  me  sooner. 

^e  parted.  1  prepared  my  gold  and  the  hood, 
*«^  impatiently  all  the  next  day  when  the  books 
^^  eposd,  and  being  informed  that  vast  crowds  of 
^*"dies  were  attendin|  in  Dirty  I^ne,  and  receiving 
^  "^ceage  from  oar  friend,  concluded  that  the  books 
*<ot  micd  aa  he  had  alleged,  but  still  expected  to 
^^  ra  upon  half  hla  subscription ;  and  accordingly  1 
HBeived  notice  to  prepare  against  next  morning. 
'*'   '      "    time  1  accidentally  heard  that  some  of 


the  nobility  and  gentry  were  violently  bent  against  this 
project,  and  among  the  rest  a  certain  lord  to  whom  I 
have  the  honour  to  be  related  and  well  known.  I 
waited  on  him,  and  gave  him  the  whole  history  of  my 
proceedings  in  this  aflhir,  desiring  his  advice  and 
opinion.  I  had  no  sooner  ended  my  story,  than  he 
fell  into  an  immoderate  fit  of  laughter,  and  the  first 
words  he  was  able  to  nieak  distinctly  were,  that  he 
laughed  with  greater  pleasure  to  hiinself,  and  as  he 
hoped  less  pain  to  me,  because  I  had  neither  paid  in 
my  money  nor  given  bonds.  He  begged  of  me  to  be 
in  no  pain  about  the  duster  of  coaches  in  Dirty  Lane, 
for  he  suspected  that  the  greatest  part  of  gentlemeua 
coaches  which  made  that  appearance  were  either  lent  or 
hired  to  make  a  figure^  and  ne  presumed  I  would  be  of 
the  same  opinion  when  I  saw  a  list  of  the  subscribers ; 
and  I  do  affirm  (says  he^  that  to  my  certain  know- 
ledge, the  managers  ana  their  understrappers  are 
running  about  the  town  all  this  time  persuading,  preia- 
ing,  and  perhaps  bribiDg,  men,  women,  and  ckdidreii, 
to  fill  Uieir  books. 

He  told  me  he  had  seen  the  books  tiiat  very  day ; 
that  there  was  not  half  the  oajntid  subscribed,  and  it 
was  a  doubt  and  matter  of  great  speculation  whether 
all  the  subscriben  had  paid  in  the  twentieth  part,  and 
given  all  the  bonds  and  judgments  for  the  remainder. 
He  confessed  there  were  some  pers(Kis  of  honour, 
estates^  and  good  distinction  amongst  the  subscribers, 
but  these  were  in  some  alliance  Mritfa  the  managers  and 
chief  promoters  of  the  hank ;  and  generally  speaking 
the  rest  consisted  of  pressed  men  and  French  volunteers. 

He  allowed  the  (since  ohosen)  intended  governor  to 
be  a  person  of  great  integrity  and  honourable  inten- 
tions, and  gave  the  greatest  credit  to  the  projectors; 
but  was  sorry  he  was  drawn  in  upon  any  consider- 
ations, or  by  any  persuasions,  into'a  project  to  which 
tbe  nation  was  so  utterly  averse. 

I  was  exceedingly  surprised,  and  entreated  him  to 
let  me  know  for  what  reasons  so  great  a  majority  could 
oppose  this  scheme  Y  His  answer  was,  that  he  could 
assign  a  great  number.  But  the  principal  which  pre- 
vailed with  him  were  those  that  follow : — 

First,  Because  he  could  not  conceive  that  any  sufll- 
eioit  security  had  been  oflTered  at  could  be  given  by 
the  bank  for  the  properties  of  the  subscribers,  and 
transferrers  and  their  heirs. 

Secondly,  That  no  security  could  possibly  be  given 
that  the  presumptive  power,  which  must  be  lodged  in 
diis  bank  if  it  succeeds,  may  not  be  exerted  to  the  de- 
struction of  the  liberties  at  the  people,  and  then  the 
next  evil  to  that  of  being  dragooned  is  that  of  lieing 
dragoonable. 

Thirdly,  Because  it  is  evident  if  this  bank  shall  take 
place,  and  acquire  that  degree  of  wealth  and  power 
which  may  reasonably  be  apprehended,  all  that  wealth 
and  power  must  be  naturally  applied  to  its  own  preser- 
vation, that  is  to  the  arbitrary  will  and  power  of  those 
to  whom  it  owes  its  very  being  and  subsistence. 

Fourthly,  It  is  highly  probable  that  this  is  presumed, 
and  actually  is  now  a  protestant  bank ;  it  may  draiu 
the  greatest  part  of  the  species  at  money  f^m  the  pro- 
testants,  and  leave  (hem  in  lieu  hereof  only  paper, 
which  can  be  of  no  effect  in  times  of  confusion,  either 
fbr  their  deface  or  subsistence ;  and  consequently  the 
ready  money  which  must  be  allowed  the  sinews  of  war, 
being  in  this  hands  of  the  Irish  papist^  may  render 
them  more  formidable  upon  such  a  juncture  to  the 
English  protestant  interest  of  Ireland  than  they  have 
ever  been  since  the  refbrmatioti. 

Besides  these  reasons  his  lordship  further  added  that 
he  could  not  well  understand  how  a  country  wholly 
cramped  in  every  branch  of  its  trade,  of  large  extent, 
ill  peopled,  and  abounding  in  commodities  which  they 
had  neither  liberty  to  export  nor  encouragement  to 

¥   % 


68 


LETTER  FROK  A  LADY  C0«I;BRIUNG  THE  BANK. 


ounufflnir,  eoHld  be  bmfHiwt  by  a  bank  wbich,  by 
all  be  haJ  read  or  bevd,  or  ofaMrved  in  hU  tiav«b, 
wa*  odjr  otefial  id  htm  cooslriei  wbere  the  taBritery 
vat  siiiall,  and  tbe  (rad«  general  and  titiUmitoH  ;  and 
conjuqnenlly  whtn  tbe  profit  ronriftad  in  tbe  baying 
and  telling  of  goods  imported  from  otber  natirm^  and 
wholly  accnied  to  tbe  public ;  wbeieM  tbe  bank  pro- 

KMed  amoiigit  tie  wat  to  be  tbe  monopoly  of  a  fev. 
e  added  that  Mc  Maxwell,  in  bis  letter  to  Mr. 
Rowley,  bed  in  scrcial  particulars  given  up  tbe  cause ; 
Uit  especially  in  one,  wnflre  be  aUowed  tbat  belere  tbe 
OHiTultioa  occasioned  by  tbe  South  Sea,  from  the 
natuial  adrantages  of  peace,  and  tbe  very  small  share 
of  trade  allowed  us,  the  interest  of  money  fell  of  itself 
to  6  aud  5^  per  cent,  which  came  very  near  to  tbe 
only  advantage  the  bank  popoaed;  and  lus  lordship 
saw  no  reason  why  be  might  oot  now  hope  for  the 
same  effect  from  time,  and  our  natuml  advant^es, 
when  we  have  recovered  this  loss,  as  well  as  we  did 
the  ruins  of  a  long  war,  upon  tbe  revolation,  without 
vf^ituriiig  upon  new  experiments,  under  which  France, 
Holland,  and  England  have  eunk,  and  which  our  poor 
cmzy  constitution  is  ill  able  Id  support  and  less  abie  to 
retrieve.  He  said  plainly  that  be  looked  upon  Mr. 
Maxwell  as  a  gentleman  whose  intentions  were  better 
titan  hit  abilities;  that  from  poring  upon  Daveiumt, 
I'etty,  Child,  and  other  reasoueis  from  political  arith- 
metic, he  bath  drawn  conclusions  bv  no  means  calcu- 
latisl  for  the  cireumstances  and  condition  of  Ireland. 

At  a  great  part  of  what  be  said  was  above  my  capa- 
city, so  I  could  never  bare  repeated  it,  if  be  had  not 
beoi  at  the  trouble,  at  my  request,  to  have  given  it  me 
in  writing,  together  with  Mr.  Rowley  s  letter,  where  he 
told  me  tbe  subject  was  treated  in  so  handsome  a 
manner  that  be  was  sure  it  would  both  please  and 
couviijce  me.         • 

Ada  tbete  general  arguments  be  got  up  and  shut  tbe 
door,  and  in  a  very  low  voice  told  me  in  contidence 
the  history  of  this  prqiect  from  its  fint  commence- 
ment, comparing  it  to  the  machine  of  a  watch,  with  its 
various  wheels  and  movements,  while  the  main  spring 
was  out  of  sight,  yet  plainly  discovered  when  the 
hands  pointed  and  directed.  I  dare  not  trust  to  your 
eyes  wnot  he  could  hardly  trust  to  his  own  ears  ;  but 
I  wat  so  tliorouglily  convinced  from  what  he  whispered, 
that  I  instantly  wrote  a  note  to  your  friend  and  told 
him  you  had  altered  your  opuiion,  and  would  not 
subtcribe  to  tbe  bank,  desiring  he  would  give  himself 
no  further  trouble. 

After  this  I  presumed  to  ask  his  lordsl&ip  two  quM- 
tioiis;  firtt,  Wbetlier  tbe  report  were  true  that  the 
lord-lieutenant  had  interested  himeelf  in  favour  of  the 
baiik  9  He  assured  me  it  was  notoriously  false  and 
groutidlest^  for  his  grace  had  behaved  himself  with 
the  utmost  candour  and  indiffereucy,  which  appeared 
throughout  the  whole  transaction  behvixt  his  grace  and 
the  negotiators,  leaving  it  to  the  wiidom  of  the  nation 
to  determine  what  might  be  profitable  lor  us,  wheieof 
I  hope  the  whole  kingdom,  without  distinction  of 
party,  will  ever  retain  a  grateful  remembrance. 

My  second  queition  waa.  How  came  it  to  pass  that 
the  committioners  and  managen  of  the  bank  opened 
the  books  and  proceeded  to  take  subscriptions  after  the 
king  in  his  speech,  in  tenderness  to  his  people,  had  left 
it  to  the  contideration  of  parliament,  and  after  it 
appeared  that  a  great  majority  of  both  houses,  with  the 
voice  of  the  nation  without  doon,  had  declarsd  agasust 
it.  He  answered  with  a  smile  that,  for  his  own  part, 
he  could  conceive  no  possible  reason  for  this  proceed- 
ing, but  that  the  managers  were  retolved,  at  all  naurds, 
to  recoviT  tbe  expentet  they  had  been  at  in  negotiating 
tlie  affair  of  the  bank  in  England ;  that  by  this  bold 
attempt,  they  seemed  wholly  to  misreprssent  and  mis- 
apply the  gracious  intentions  of  his  majesty,  as  if  after 


be  bad  loudly  proclaiased  in  bis  spreth  from  t! 
tbnme,  that  the  people  of  Ireland  afaowd  have  t  Ln 
if  they  pleased,  be  did  at  tbe  aame  time  vbiipir  tl 
managers  that  tbej  should  have  a  bank  wbetUex  i 

1  took  leave  of  his  lordship,  and  in  a  few  days  torn 
a  great  deal  of  what  be  told  me  to  be  true.  For  a  \ 
(it  tbe  aubscribets  being  publidbed  by  order  of  il 
fOvenMHs  and  directois,  there  came  out  a  priub 
paper,  with  notes  and  queries  wherein  tiie  tabicnbt 
were  ranked  in  their  propes  ileaw^i,  which  placed  the 
in  so  ridiculous  a  light,  [see  preceding  tract,]  th 
they  all  began  to  be  ashamed  of  one  another.  I  tot 
pains  to  examine  that  paper  very  carefully  by  d 
original  list,  and  found  it  in  every  article  to  bp 
notorious  truth,  but  not  the  whole  truth,  for  the  auUi 
hath  omitted. 

One  French  com-cutter.      One  anabaotist  clotliier, 
One  French  drawer.  One  banack-master. 

One  deal  merchant.  One  butcher, 

One  French  apothecary.  One  agent  s  clerk. 
Besides  several  South  Seaers  and  MitsistippiaiUL 
When  I  saw  this  list,  and  observed  the  situatioo 
the  subscribing  ladies  betwixt  tbe  soldieis  and  tnuin 
I  was  highly  delighted  that  you  were  not  one  wf  ti 
number.  I  was  intimately  acquainted  with  one 
them,  and  going  to  pay  her  a  visit  was,  with  some  difl 
culty,  admitted.  She  told  me  that  she  had  kept  h 
chamber  some  days  since  tbe  publishing  of  that  iouhI 
lous  list;  that  she  had  been  rallied  to  death  by  all  t* 
acquaintance;  that  she  had  endeavoured  to  g«t  1> 
money  back,  or  at  least  her  bond  and  judgment,  b 
could  prevail  for  neither ;  that  she  resolved  to  p^titu 
the  lonl  chancellar  for  relief,  and  confessed  fnely  < 
me  that  a  propoeal  was  made  her  of  a  very  adf  u 
tageous  match,  which  was  brought  almost  to  a  cu^ 
elusion,  but  was  broken  off  when  tbe  gentleroaa  cao 
to  know  tbat  her  fortune  was  in  i^  bank,  alle^i 
that  he  could  not  depend  upon  it,  because  tbat  k 
bond  and  judgment  was  lodged  in  tbe  bank  aud  li^ 
any  part,  or  me  whole  thereof,  was  liable  to  tiie  d 
mands  of  the  directors. 

THE  SWEARER'S  BANK; 

OR.  PARLIAMENTARY  SECURITY  FOR  SCTABIiSHlS 
A  NEW  BANK  IN  IRELAND.  WHEREIN  TtIK 
MEDICAL  USE  OF  OATHS  18  OONSIDEEED. 

"  Si  popnlut  vttlt  dedpi.  deciptatnr.'*  ! 

**  To  believe  everything  tbat  is  said  by  a  certain  iAi 
men,  and  to  doubt  of  nothing  tbey  relate,  though  « 
so  improbable^'*  is  a  maxim  tbat  has  oontribuled 
much,  for  tbe  time,  to  the  support  of  Iritb  fasiikf 
it  ever  did  to  tbe  Popish  religion ;  and  they  ais  j 
wholly  beholden  to  tbe  latter  for  their  foundation^ 
they  have  the  bappinesi  to  have  tbe  aame  patron  fl* 
for  Ignorance,  the  reputed  mother  of  the  derotiw 
one,  seems  to  bear  the  same  affectionate  relatioo  (s^ 
credit  of  the  otber.  i 

To  subscribe  to  banks  without  knowing  the  fcM 
or  design  of  them,  is  not  unlike  to  some  gentletfi 
signing  addresses  without  know  ins  the  couteuM 
them  :  to  engage  in  a .  bank  that  baa  neither 
parliament,  charter,  nor  lands  to  su{^iort  it,  i* 
sending  a  ship  to  sea  without  a  bottom ;  to  ex 
coach  and  six  oy  tbe  former,  would  be  as  ridicu' 
to  hope  a  return  by  the  latter. 

It  was  well  known  some  time  ago  tbat  our 
would  be  included  in  the  bubble*bill ;  and  it  « 
lieved  thoee  chimeras  would  necessarUy  vauiih 
the  fint  easterly  wind  that  should  inform  the  to 
tbe  royal  assent 

It  was  very  mortifying  to  several  gentlemrii 
dreamed  of  nothing  but  easy  chariots,  on  the 
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^i^Ut  pwkct,  to  dip  not  of  tbrna  into  tfaetr  walk- 
W  dMt  But  ghoald  those  buikf,  as  it  U  rainly 
i*MipMl  he  K>  fbrttmate  as  to  obtain  a  dtartct,  and 
^admt  laiidt;  yet,  on  any  niti  on  th«m  in  a  Ihne  of 
>cnM),  tbcR  would  be  so  many  starring  propri«ton, 
^frniof  tfafir  oM  pretensions  fo  land'  and  a  bellyful, 
^(bf  nbKriben  would  be  nniHllIng  upon  any  caAl 
^  pvT  with  their  money,  not  knowing  wbat  might 
^ipv ;  «  that  in  a  rebellion,  where  the  siieeest  Was 
•hoiifel,  the  hank  would  hxfliUibly  bteak. 

%r«  so  many  gtfutlcmen  of  this  town  have  had  the 

f^vaie,  without  any  security,  to  appear  in  the  same 

P^vi^  a  nillton  or  two;  it  is  hop^,  wh«n  they  ahe 

aiir  Korible  of  their  safety,  that  they  will  be  pre?  ailed 

'  *3iA  themselves  in  a  neat  skin  of  parchment,  with  a 

"To  mcoazage   them,  the  undertaker  'proposes  the 

"**^ofa  httok  on  parliamentary  s^enHty,  and  suth 

*r-r^j  M  BO  reroliition  or  change  of  times  can  kflee^. 

T0  take  iwaj  all  Jealousy  of  any  ptirattf  view  of  the 

a-h^Rtakw,  he  aasurcs  the  world  that  he  is  no#  in  a 

f^^  ta  t  rery  thin  waistcoat^  s6idying  the  public 

X''*i ;  hirisg  giren  an  undeniable  pledge  of  bis  Wt 

'  ^•f  cnaHry,  by  pawning  his  coat  m  onler  to  defray 

*^  Tpense  of  the  preM. 

-  !l^J^  ^'^^  known  that,  by  an  act  of  rtarliament, 
*"  '*(««uL  nolkoe  swearing,  the petson  so  ofrending,  on 
'^'  "ude  defote  a  magistrate,  forf^fs  a  shilling,  which 
•  •?  h^  Wried  with  little  dificulty. 
^  I?  a  almo^  unnecessary  to  mention  that  thisis  be- 
"jy  *  p^-vioB  among  us ;  and  though  age  renders  us 
'*  *w  «iher  Tices,  yet  this,  where  it  takes  hold^  neter 
^o*  wiih  our  speech. 

'  a  rereone  might  be  raised  by  the  execution 
-^  ^  ^""l  1  ha?e  often  wondefed,  in  a  scarcity  of 
]^  ttat  uMthob  have  not  been  taken  to  nmke  it 


7^^  to  lbs  public 

>  2aJ?*°**  ^  *^'  *'  ***'*  ^^  ^**  ^*  execnted 
^^L^^^^JT^^  of  it,  applied  to  Jhe  navy, 

are  I 

,i^jj,^«V>t  tbere  may  be  5000  gentlemen ;  every 

••n^^Tl?"*  ^"^  ^^^  anothw,  may  afibid  to 
i.^Uji**  •'•nr  day,  which  will  vtarly  produce 
^  v^K  ^^'^  ^^^^  nnmber  of  shillings  makas 

►  ia  ^!**  *'  this  kingdom,  who  are  computed  to 
•*  •hfc  lo  spend  yearly  500,000  oaths, 

^'^*'^WM.;   and   it  is  conjectured   that, 
■*»^2^**  pwple,  ao,000«.  or  »,000f.  may 


]<RM  aiv  very  mod«St,  since  it  is  evf* 
ki^^^^nvch  gmter  oonsunption  of  oaths 

*"*^  bTZ?  "**  ^'>*P?««nthr  a  much  greafet  sum 

^       ^^^■"Jfiiied. 

4^*»«flee«wl  with  ease  and  regnlarity,  H 
B^  P^*^  infbrmera  in  great  towns  in  prcM)or« 
ia  thT         «n*>*Wunt«,  and  to  have  ridfng- 
?^^<Mry*    and  tiuce  nothing  brings  a 
F  «n  any  profeaimi  than  poverty,  it  is 
,1^"^  rrry    handsome  aalaries  on  the 
'■'  ^7  *  i»L!l!l*"P***3recl  by  die  bank,  that  they 
■**u  ^iT^/  of  Ifring,  leconcile  men  to  an 
'  **«'^k*ti  b?  "***'  ■**  anueh  scandal  of  late  as  to 
''*^  •*<  boZ.**"**  *****  <*«i«tes,  clerks  of  meeting-^ 

''  ^^^*^  Ui       ^^'"^    *^*>1  ^  pMerred  to  those 

•  '"**  '***^iEr****  *****  ■»*  notorious  for  being 

m^^^W^^!'^   •««*      frequent  oommnnicants ; 

fc  •^*i*Qi  ^  *  »*fli«ieiit  security  for  their  honest 

•  ••y»*hS?!S"  ^^  their  offlie. 

«^tiiau    aO,W0JLwill  beneccaiary 


to  defray  aXL  eiueuses  of  servant^  salaries,  Ac. 
However,  there  will  be  the  clear  yearly  sum  of 
100,000/.,  whiohmay  very  justly  daima  million  sub- 
scription. 

It  is  determined  to  lay  oat  the  remaining  unapplied 
pM>fits,  which  -will  be  very  «onsidenU>le,  toward  the 
erecting  and  nuuntsining  of  charity  schools.  A  design 
so'beneticial  to  the  pnblic,  and  especially  to  tbepro- 
testant  int^Mst- of  this  kingdoM,  has  met  with  so  much 
enoeuiagement  from  ssveral  great  patriots  in  Knglarid, 
that  they  have  engaged  to  procure  an  act  to  secure  the 
sole  beneftt  of  informing  on  this  swearing  act  to  the 
agentrand  servants  of  this  new  bank.  Several  of  my 
friends  prc^tend  to  demonstrate,  that  this  bank  will  in 
time  vie  with  the  South  Sea  Company :  they  insist, 
that  the  army  dispend  as  many  oarhs  yearly  as  will 
produce  100,000/.  nett. 

There  are  computed  to  be  100  pretty  fellows  in 
this  town  that  swear  60  oaths  a^head  daily ;  some  of 
them  would  think  it  hard  to  bo  stinted  to  a  hundred  : 
(his  vety  brati<^  would  produce  a  vast  sirai  yearly. 

The  PAIRS  of  this  kingdom  will  bring  in  a  vast  rere- 
nue ;  the  oaths  of  a  little  Connaught  one,  as  well  as 
they  could  be  numbeiwd  by  two  persons,  amounted  to 
three  thousand.  It  is  true  diat  it  would  be  impossible 
to  turn  ikll  of  Ihem  into  ready  money,  for  a  shilling  is 
so  great  a  duty  on  swearings  that  if  it  was  carefully 
exaeted,  the  oonmion  people  might  as  well  pretend  to 
drink  wine  as  to  sweor^  and  an  oath  would  be  as  rare 
among' them  aa  a  clean  shirt. 

A  aervaut  that  I  employed  to  accompany  the  militia 
their  last  mnsler  day  luid  scored  down,  in  the  compass 
(14  eight  hours,  three  hundred  oatlis;  but,  as  the  putting 
of  the  aet  in  execution  on  those  days  would  only  fill  the 
Stocks  with  portera,  and  nawiiHshops  with  muskets  and 
swords;  and  as  it  would  be  matter  of  great  joy  to 
p&pists  and  disaffiwted  persone  to  see  our  militia  swear 
themselves  out  of  their  guns  and  swords ;  it  is  resolved 
that  no  advantage  shall  be  taken  of  any  militiaman  s 
swearing  while  he  is  under  arms ;  nor  shall  any  advan- 
tage he  taken  of  any  man's  swearing  in  the  four  courts, 
provided  he  is  at  hearing  in  the  exchequer,  or  has  just 
paid  off  an  attorney  s  bill. 

The  medicinal  use  €i  oaths  is  what  the  undertaker 
would  by  no  means  discourage,  especially  where  it  is 
necessary  to  help  the  lungs  to  throw  off  any  distilling 
humour.  On  oertifioolo  of  a  course  of  swearing  pre- 
scribed by  any  physician^  a  permit  will  be  given  to  the 
patient  by  the  proper  officer  of  the  bank,  paying  no 
more  than  sixpence.  It  is  expected  that  a  scheme  of 
so  much  advantage  to  the  public  will  meet  with  more 
encouragement  than  their  chimerical  banks;  and  the 
undertaker  hopes,  that  at  he  has  spent  a  considerable 
(brtune  in  bringmg  this  scheme  to  near,  he  may  have 
the  satisfaction  to  see  it  take  place  for  the  public  good, 
though  he  shotdd  have  thefkte  of  most  projectors,  to 
be  uiKlone. 

It  is  resolwd,  that  no  compositions  shall  be  made, 
norlicenoes  granted,  'for  swearing,  under  a  notion  of 
applying  the  money  to  pious  uses ;  a  practice  so  scan- 
dalous, as  is  fit  only  for  the  see  of  Kome,  where  the 
money  arising  from  whoring  licenses  is  applied  <ui  pro- 
pogamiam  JUem  :  and  to  the  shame  of  Smock -alley 
and  of  all  yotestaid  whores  (especially  those  who  live 
under  the  light  of  the  gospel-ministry),  be  it  spoken,  a 
whore  in  Rouie  never  lies  down  but  she  hopes  it  will 
be  the  means  of  converting  some  poor  heathen  or 
iievecic. 

The  swearing  revenues  of  the  town  of  Cork  will  be 
given  fbr  ever  by  the  bank  to  the  support  of  poor  cler- 
gymen's widows:  and  those  of  Ringsend  will  be  allowed 
to  the  maintenance  of  sailors*  bastards. 

The  undertaker  designs  in  a  few  days  to  appoint 
time  and  pl«e»  f«r  taking  subscriptions;    the  sub- 
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manufacture,  could  be  benefited  by  a  bank  wbioh,  by 
all  he  had  read  or  heard,  or  observed  in  hia  travek, 
was  only  uieful  in  fiee  couatriei  where  the  territory 
was  small,  and  the  trade  general  and  unlimited  f  and 
consequently  where  the  profit  cousiited  in  the  baying 
and  selling  of  goods  imparted  horn  other  natiooi^  and 
wholly  accrued  to  the  public ;  whereaa  the  bank  pro- 
puaed  amoiigat  uf  was  to  be  the  monopoly  of  a  few. 
He  added  that  Mr.  Maxwell,  in  his  letter  to  Mr. 
Rowley,  had  in  aereral  particulars  giren  up  the  cause ; 
but  especially  in  one^  wnere  he  allowed  that  before  the 
conrujjion  occasioned  by  the  South  Sea,  from  the 
natural  advantages  of  peace,  and  the  very  small  ahaie 
of  trade  allowed  us,  the  interest  of  money  fell  of  itself 
to  6  and  5^  per  cenk,  which  came  very  near  to  the 
only  advantage  the  bank  popoeed;  and  his  lordahip 
saw  no  reason  why  he  might  not  now  hope  for  the 
same  effect  from  time,  and  our  natural  aidvantages, 
when  we  have  recovered  this  loss,  as  well  as  we  did 
the  ruins  of  a  long  war,  upon  the  revolution,  without 
venturing  upon  new  experimenta,  under  which  France) 
Holland,  and  England  have  aunk,  aud  which  our  poor 
crasy  constitution  is  ill  able  to  support  and  less  able  to 
retrieve.  He  said  plainly  that  he  looked  upon  Mr. 
Maxwell  as  a  gentleman  whose  iuttntious  were  better 
than  hii  abilities;  that  from  poring  upon  Oaveiiant, 
Petty,  Child,  and  other  reasouers  ftom  political  arith- 
metic,  he  hath  drawn  conclusions  by  no  means  calcu- 
lat«d  for  the  circumstances  and  condition  of  Ireland. 

As  a  great  part  of  what  he  said  was  above  my  capa- 
city, so  J  could  never  hare  repeated  it,  if  he  bad  not 
been  at  the  trouble,  at  my  request,  to  have  given  it  me 
in  writing,  together  with  Mr.  Rowley  •  letter,  where  he 
told  me  the  aubject  was  trsated  in  so  bandsonae  a 
manner  that  he  waa  sure  it  would  both  please  and 
convince  me.         • 

After  theie  general  arguments  he  got  up  and  shut  the 
door,  and  in  a  very  low  voice  told  me  ia  coutidenoe 
the  history  of  thie  project  from  its  tirst  commence- 
ment, comparing  it  to  the  machine  of  a  watohy  with  iia 
various  wheela  and  movements,  while  the  main  spring 
was  out  of  right,  yet  plainly  diacovered  where  the 
hands  poiuted  and  directed.  J  dare  not  trust  to  your 
eyes  what  he  could  hardly  trust  to  hia  own  ears  ;  but 
I  was  so  thoroughly  convinced  from  what  he  whinered, 
that  1  instantly  wrote  a  note  to  your  friend  and  told 
him  you  had  altered  your  opinion,  and  would  not 
aubscribe  to  the  bank,  desiring  he  would  give  himself 
no  further  trouble. 

After  this  I  presumed  to  ask  hia  lordehip  two  ques- 
tions; first,  Whether  the  report  were  true  that  the 
lord-lieutenant  had  interested  himself  in  favour  of  the 
baiik  f  He  assured  me  it  was  notorioualy  false  and 
groundless;  for  his  grace  had  behaved  himself  with 
tlie  utmost  candour  and  indifferency,  which  appeared 
throughout  the  whole  transaction  betwixt  his  grace  and 
the  negotiators,  leaving  it  to  the  wisdom  of  Uie  nation 
to  determine  what  mig^t  be  profitable  for  uo,  wheseof 
I  hope  the  whole  kixigdom,  without  distinction  of 
party,  will  ever  retain  a  grateful  remembrance. 

My  second  question  waa,  How  came  it  to  pass  that 
the  commissioners  and  managers  of  the  bank  opened 
the  books  and  proceeded  to  take  ffujbscriptiona  after  the 
king  in  hia  speech,  in  tenderness  to  hia  people,  had  left 
it  to  the  consideration  of  parliament,  and  after  it 
appeared  that  a  great  majority  of  both  houaes,  with  the 
voice  of  the  nation  without  doors,  had  declared  against 
it.  He  answered  with  a  smile  that,  for  his  own  part, 
he  could  conceive  no  possible  reason  for  thia  nroceed- 
ing,  but  that  the  managers  were  resolved,  at  all  haiards, 
to  recover  the  expenses  they  had  been  at  in  negotiating 
the  affair  of  the  bank  in  England ;  that  by  this  boU 
attempt,  they  seemed  wholly  to  misrepresent  and  mis- 
apply the  gracioua  intentions  of  hia  majesty,  as  if  after 


be  bad  loudly  proclaimed  in  hia  speech  from  the 
throne,  that  the  people  of  Ireland  ahomd  have  a  Uiuk 
if  they  pleaied,  he  did  at  the  same  time  whisper  tb« 
managers  that  they  should  have  a  bank  whether  we 
pleased  or  no. 

J  took  leave  of  his  lordship,  and  in  a  few  days  found 
a  great  deal  of  what  he  told  me  to  be  true*  For  a  li»t 
of  the  aubecriben  being  published  by  order  of  the 
govemocs  and  directoia,  there  came  out  a  priuUtl 
paper,  with  notes  and  queries^  wherein  the  subscriboi 
were  ranked  in  their  proper  classes,  which  placed  them 
in  so  ridiculous  a  light,  [aee  preceding  tract,]  that 
they  all  began  to  be  asluaned  of  one  another.  I  took 
paina  to  examine  that  paper  very  carefully  by  the 
original  list,  and  found  it  in  every  article  to  be  a 
notorious  truth,  but  not  the  whole  truth,  for  the  autki 
hath  oDpitted, 

One  French  conifcutter.     One  anabantist  clothier, 
Oita  French  drawer.  One  barrack-master, 

One  deal  merchant.  One  butcher. 

One  French  apothecary.      One  agent's  clerk, 

Besides  sevoal  South  Seaers  and  Mississippiaiis. 

When  I  saw  this  liat,  and  observed  the  situation  o^ 
the  subscribing  ladies  betwixt  the  soldiexa  and  traUent 
I  was  highly  delighted  that  you  were  not  one  of  the 
number.  I  was  intimately  acquainted  with  one  oi 
them,  and  going  to  pay  her  a  viait  was,  with  some  diffi* 
culty,  admitted.  She  told  me  that  she  had  kept  her 
chamber  some  days  since  the  publishing  of  that  scaoda* 
loos  list;  that  she  had  been  rallied  to  death  by  all  her 
acquaintance;  that  she  had  endeavoured  to  get  h«r 
money  back«  or  at  least  her  bond  and  judgment,  but 
could  prevail  for  neither ;  that  she  resolved  to  {^titioo 
the  jonl  chancellor  for  relief,  and  confessed  fteely  to 
me  that  a  proponl  was  made  her  of  a  very  adraa- 
tegeoua  match,  which  waa  brought  almost  to  a  con* 
elusion,  but  was  broken  off  when  the  gentleman  came 
to  know  that  ber  fortune  was  in  the  bank,  alleging 
that  he  could  not  depend  upon  it,  because  that  her 
bond  and  judgment  waa  lodged  in  the  hank  aud  that 
any  part,  or  the  whole  thereof,  waa  liable  to  the  de- 
mands of  the  directors. 


THE  SWEARER'S  BANK; 

OR,  PARLIAMENTARY  SECURITY  FOR  ECTABUSHlNG 
A  NEW  BANK  IN  IRELAND.  WHEREIN  THE 
MEDICAL  USE  OF  OATHS  18  CONSIDERED. 

"Si  populas  vail  decipi.  dficipiatar.** 

**  To  believe  everything  that  is  aaid  by  a  oertun  set  of 
men,  and  to  doubt  of  nothing  they  relate,  though  ever 
so  improbable^**  ia  a  maxim  that  haa  contributed  «* 
much,  for  the  time,  to  the  support  of  Iriah  banks  ss 
it  ever  did  to  the  Popish  religion ;  and  they  are  not 
wholly  beholden  to  the  latter  for  their  foundation,  but 
they  have  the  happiness  to  have  the  same  patron  saint; 
for  Ignorance,  the  reputed  mother  of  the  devotion  of 
one,  seems  to  bear  tue  same  affectionate  relation  to  tbf 
credit  of  the  other. 

To  subscribe  to  banka  without  knowing  the  scheme 
or  design  of  them,  is  not  unlike  to  aome  gentlemen  i 
rigning  addressee  without  knowina  the  couteiits  t^ 
them :  to  engage  in  a  .bank  that  haa  neither  act  ot 
parliament,  charter,  nor  lands  to  support  it,  is  li^o 
sending  a  ship  to  sea  without  a  bottom ;  to  exptct  a 
coach  and  six  by  the  former,  would  be  as  ridiculous  as 
to  hope  a  return  by  the  latter. 

It  was  well  known  some  time  ago  that  our  baul^i 
would  be  included  in  the  bubble-bill ;  and  it  was  be- 
lieved those  chimeraa  would  necessarUy  vanish  vriUt 
the  first  easterly  wind  that  ahould  inform  the  to»u  td 
the  royal  assent 

It  was  very  mortifying  to  several  gentlemen  wh« 
dreamed  of  nothing  but  easy  chaiiotai  on  the  arrii'.d 
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if  iW  ibl  paelct,  to  slip  mit  of  Hjem  into  their  walk- 
Fif  ibM.  But  rfiotild  those  builu,  as  it  U  vainly 
nifianl  be  id  fortunate  as  to  obtain  a  dtart^r,  and 
poHuar  lafldt;  yet,  on  any  mn  on  them  in  a  tine  of 
ismwo,  tiicre  woold  be  so  many  starring  proprietors, 
mimf  their  old  pretensions  fo  land  and  a  bellyful, 
tMtiltf  nibscribcn  would  be  nniHIlfng  upon  any  caAl 
b)  put  vith  their  money,  not  koowing  what  niight 
hpnn ;» that  in  a  rebellion,  where  the  sifeeess  Wiv 
•ivM.  the  iMnk  would  mfhllibly  bleak. 

^^arr  n  many  genflemen  of  this  town  have  had  the 
fvtgf.  viURmt  any  security,  to  appear  in  the  tame 
^im  viti)  a  niiUion  or  two;  it  is  ho^)ed,  wh^n  they  at« 
Bttk  aeonble  of  their  safety,  that  they  will  be  pre? oiled 
"  ^nd  tbemsehas  in  a  neat  skin  of  parchment,  with  a 

T>>  (ocoonge  them,  the  undertaker  'proposes  (he 
<"*^ofa  bttd:  on  pailiamentsry  security,  and  such 
v^itiT  w  u  rerolution  or  change  of  times  can  kfTect. 
1i  ttb  &vay  all  jealousy  of  any  private  view  of  the 
iiirTt^.!K  isimes  the  world  that  he  is  no#  Hi  n 
cmt  %  I  ray  thin  waistcoat,  sfad^g  the  public 
r*^;  bring  given  an  undeniable  pledge  of  his  love 
•'^^oooBtry,  by  pawning  his  cottt  in  onler  to  defray 
'^(ipnwdT  the  press. 

•^nmy  wdl  known  that,  by  as  act  of  parliament, 
^  *Tf«nt  mhae  swearing,  the  person  so  offending,  on 
«i  mit  before  a  magbtrate,  fcd^ts  a  shUKng,  which 
-4f  (*  Vried  with  little  diAculty. 
It  a  tliBdst  unneoenary  to  mention  that  this  is  be- 
"^  I  pet'Tiee  among  us ;  and  though  age  render*  us 
*^  1v  («her  vices,  yet  this,  wliere  it  takes  hold,  never 
-•"^  01  bat  with  oar  speech. 
^  v«c  a  lerenae  might  be  raised  by  the  etecution 
''^  Kt,  that  I  have  often  wondered,  in  a  scarcity  of 
•-1.  that  methods  have  not  been  taken  to  nmke  it 
■-'^'wMe  to  the  pobKc 
I  ^  vmture  to  aay,  if  this  act  wsa  well  executed 
"  KoKlaad,  the  levosiae  of  it,  applied  to  the  navy, 
•nil  sab  the  Englisb  fleet  a  tenor  to  all  Europe. 
1'  a  roBpated   by    geographers  that   there   are  ( 
* "  '.^  IB  this  kingdom  (of  Ireland  ),  of  which  number 
^B«T  be  said  to  be  1,000,000  of  sweating  souls. 

•^  ii  fiAigbt  tliere  msy  be  5000  gentlemen ;  every 
(*^'*«.  tdting  one  with  another,'  may  aflbnl  to 
;»-*'  ft  irti,  crery  day,  which  will  yearly  produce 
'  *^-^  oafhs ;  which  number  of  shillh)gs  makes 
*?«h«iniof91,a40iL 

Tv  6itt(si  of  this  kingdom,  who  are  computed  to 
^  ^*^  SR  able  to  spend  yearly  MO,00l>  oatfis, 
""^  rm  )»,00ei;  and  k  is  conjectured  that, 
^"•tb^balk  of  the  people,  90,00tM.  or  25,4100/,  may 
^*^vQsllccied. 

iMe  ompoiBtions  aiw  very  modest,  since  it  is  eri> 

^^  tatf  4a«  If  £  much  greater  consumption  of  oaths 

^  ^  ^■V'esa,  and  eonseqiiently  a  much  greater  sum 

•■^Je  ht  yearly  laiaed. 

^  It  asy  be  collected  with  ease  and  regnlarity,  it 

*  'V'fkvi)  lo  aeltle  inibrmers  in  great  towns  in  prc«or<» 

'*^tWii«Bhcr  of  inhabitant,  and  to  have  ridtiig- 

^"^  ttt  the  eaontry ;   and  siuce  nothing  brings  a 

^fH  roatoBpi  on  any  ptofiawoet  than  poverty,  it  is 

^'^■Md  te  settle  very  handsome  salaries  on  the 

""  fhn  that  eie  employed  by  the  bank,  that  they 

'*'  ^  a  goBcrosHy  of  living,  reconcile  men  to  an 

"*  lai  hiB  lain  under  so  much  scandal  of  late  as  to 

"-•f^i^m  by  none  but  curates,  clerits  of  meeting* 

*^ttdbnkeB  tradesmen. 

J   *  t*»A?«d  thaf  none  shall  be  preferred  to  thoae 

•TTMiat  twt  persons  that  aie  notorbos  for  being 

■'•'t  cbardHncB,    and    frequent   oommnnicants ; 

*  ^^7  viil  be  a  sufficient  security  for  their  honest 

*•  «ta«jiwis  aeeatioD  of  their  office. 

^  •  v«y  piobaUe  that  30,0001.  will  beneccaMry 
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to    defmy  aXL    eiueuses   of   servants^ 

However,  there  will    be  the    clear    yearly    sum    of 

100,000/.,  which  may  very  justly  claim -a  million  suh- 

seriptioo. 

It  is  determined  to  lay  out  the  remaining  unapplied 
pM>fits,  which  >will  be  very  considemble,  toward  the 
eroctiiig  and  maintaining  of  charity  schools.  A  design 
so  beneflcial  lo  the  pnblic,  and  especially  to  the  pro- 
testant  interest  at  this  kiagdoad,  has  met  with  so  much 
encouragement  from  several  great  patriots  in  England, 
that  they  have  engaged  to  procure  an  act  to  secure  the 
sole  benefit  of  informing  on  diis  swearing  act  to  the 
agents' and  servants  of  this  new  bank.  Several  of  my 
fHends  pretend  to  demonstrate,  that  this  bank  will  in 
time  vie  with  the- South  Sea  Company:  they  insist, 
that  the  army  diipend  aa  many  oaths  yearly  as  will 
produce  100,000/.  nett. 

-  There  are  computed  to  be  100  pretty  fellows  in 
this  town  that  swear  50  oaths  a^head  daily ;  some  of 
them  would  think  it  hard  to  be  stinted  to  a  hundred  : 
(his  very  branch  would  produce  a  vast  sum  yearly. 

The  PAIR9  of  this  kingdom  will  bring  in  a  vast  reve- 
nue ;  the  oaths  of  a  little  Connaught  one,  as  well  as 
they  could  be  numbemd  by  two  persons,  amounted  to 
three  thousand.  It  is  true  tfiat  it  would  be  impossible 
(o  turn  ikll  of  them  into  ready  money ,  for  a  shilling  is 
so  gfreat  a  duty  on  swearing,  that  if  it  was  carefully 
exacted,  the  oommon  people  might  as  well  pretend  to 
drink' wine  as  t»  swear;  and  an  oath  would  be  as  rare 
among' them  aa  a  clean  shirt 

A  servant  that  I  employed  to  accompany  the  militia 
their  last  muster  day  had  scored  down,  in  the  compass 
t4  eight  hours,  three  hundred  oaths ;  but,  as  the  putting 
of  tl^  act  in  execution  on  those  days  would  only  fill  the 
Sloekr  with  portere,  and  nawn^hops  with  muskets  and 
swords;  and  as  it  would  be  matter  of  great  joy  to 
p&pista  and  dlsalfeeted  persons  to  see  our  militia  swear 
themselves  out  of  their  guns  and  swords ;  it  is  resolved 
that  no  advantage  shall  be  taken  of  any  militiaman's 
swearing  while  he  is  under  arms ;  nor  shall  any  advan- 
tage be  taken  of  any  man's  swearing  in  the  four  courts, 
provided  he  is  at  hearing  in  the  exchequer,  or  has  just 
paid  off  an  attorney's  bill. 

The  medicinal  use  €4  oaths  is  what  the  undertaker 
would  by  no  meant  disoonrage,  especially  where  it  is 
necessary  to  help  the  lungs  to  throw  off  any  distilling 
hnmoor.  On  certifiosrto  of  a  course  of  swearing  pre- 
scribed by  any  physician^  a  permit  will  be  given  to  the 
patient  by  the  proper  officer  of  the  bank,  {Miying  no 
more  than  eixpence.  It  is  expected  that  a  scheme  of 
BO  much  advitotage  to  the  public  will  meet  with  more 
enCoinageuieut  than  their  chimerical  banks;  and  the 
undertaker  hopes,  that  at  he  has  spent  a  considerable 
fortune  in  bringing  this  scheme  to  bear,  he  may  have 
the  satisfaction  to  see  it  take  place  for  the  public  good, 
thoogh  he  ahovdd  have  the  fkte  of  most  projectors,  to 
be  umlone. 

It  is  tesolred,  that  no  compositions  shall  be  made, 
nor  licences  granted,  for  swearing,  under  a  notion  of 
applying  the  money  to  xnous  uses ;  a  practice  so  scan- 
dalous, as  is  fit  only  ^r  the  see  of  Home,  where  the 
money  arising  from  whoring  licenses  is  applied  ad  pro- 
paffanJamJUemf  and  to  the  shame  of  Smock -alley 
and  of  all  protestant  whores  (especially  those  who  live 
under  the  light  of  the  gospel-ministry),  be  it  spoken,  a 
whore  in  Ronie  never  lies  down  but  she  hopes  it  will 
be  the  means  of  converting  some  poor  heathen  or 
iieretic* 

The  swearing  revenues  of  the  town  of  Cork  will  be 
given -f>r  ever  by  the  bank  to  tlie  support  of  poor  cler- 
gymen's widows:  and  thoee  of  Ringsend  will  be  allowed 
to  the  maintenance  of  sailon^  bastards. 

The  undertaker  designs  in  a  few  days  to  appoint 
time  and  place  for  talking  subscriptions;    the  sub- 
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Kiibert  matt  eome  prepared  to  pay  down  one-fourth  on 
•ubecribing. 

P.S.-~ 'Hie  Jewi  of  Rotterdam  have  offined  to  iann 
the  revenues  of  Dublin  at  20,000/.  per  annum.  Sev»> 
ral  eminent  quaken  are  alio  willing  to  take  them  at 
that  rent ;  but  the  undertaker  haa  rejected  their  pro- 
potale,  being  reeolved  to  deal  with  none  but  chriitiana. 
Apfriication  may  be  made  to  him  about  Ihem,  any  day, 
at  Patt's  eoffee-houae,  where  attendance  will  be  given. 


A  LETTER  TO  THE  KING  AT  ARMS. 

FROM  A  REPUTED   B8QUIRB,   ONE  OP  THE  SUBSCRIBERS 

TO  THE   BANK. 


Thk  title  atatnln  waa  aadeatty  only  applied  lo  tha  younger 
■ont  of  nobility,  baroneta,  and  the  eloart  lona  of  Jndgva, 
therifli,  Joatleea  of  the  peace,  of  knighta.  and  to  snch  aa  nad 
employment  in  the  aerrjce  of  die  crown. 

Sir,  November  18,  1721. 

In  a  late  printed  paper,  containing  aome  notes  and 
queries  upon  that  list  of  the  subscribers*  names  which 
was  published  by  order  of  the  commissionen  for  receiv- 
ing subscriptions,  I  find  some  hints  and  innuendoes  that 
would  seem  to  insinuate  as  if  I  and  some  others  were 
only  reputed  esquires ;  and  our  case  is  referred  to  you, 
in  your  kingly  capacity.  I  desire  you  will  please  to 
let  me  know  the  lowest  price  of  a  real  esquire  s  coat  of 
arms,  aod  if  we  can  agree,  I  will  give  my  bond  to  pay 
you  out  of  the  first  interest  I  receive  for  my  subscrip- 
tion ;  because  things  are  a  little  low  with  me  at  present 
by  throwing  my  whole  fortune  into  the  bank,  having 
subscribed  for  500/.  sterling. 

I  hope  you  will  not  question  my  pretensions  to  this 
tide  when  I  let  you  know  that  my  godfather  was  a 
justice  of  peace,  and  I  myself  have  beoi  often  a  keeper 
of  it.  My  father  was  a  leader  and  commander  of 
horse,  in  which  post  he  lode  before  the  greatest  lords  of 
die  land  [a  postilion] ;  and,  in  long  marches,  he  alone 
presided  over  the  baggage,  advancing  directly  before 
it.  My  mother  kept  open  house  in  Dublin,  where 
several  hundreds  were  supported  with  meat  and  drink 
bought  at  her  own  charge,  or  with  her  personal  credit, 
until  some  envious  brewers  and  butobcis  forced  her  to 
retire.* 

As  to  myself,  1  have  been  for  eeveral  years  a  foot- 
ofiicer ;  and  it  was  my  charge  to  guard  the  carriagei^ 
behind  which  I  was  commanded  to  stick  close,  that 
they  might  not  be  attacked  in  the  rear.  I  have  had 
the  honour  to  be  a  favourite  of  several  fine  ladies ;  who 
each  of  them,  at  differsnt  times,  gave  me  such  otdoured 
knots  and  public  marks  of  distinction,  that  every  one 
know  which  of  tbem  it  was  to  whom  1  paid  my  address^ 
The^  would  not  go  Into  their  eoach  without  me^  nor 
willingly  drink  unless  I  gave  them  the  glass  widi  my 
own  hand.  They  allowed  me  to  call  them  my  mis- 
trssses,  and  owned  that  title  publicly.  I  have  been 
told,  that  the  true  ancient  employment  of  a  squire  was 
to  carry  a  knight  s  shidd,  painfesd  with  his  CMOun  and 
ooat  of  arms.  This  is  what  1  have  witnesses  to  produce 
that  I  have  often  done ;  not  indeed  in  a  shield,  like  my 
predecessors,  but  that  which  is  ftill  as  good,  I  have 
carried  the  colours  of  a  knight  upon  my  coat  [as  a 
footman].  I  have  likewise  home  the  king's  arms  in 
my  hand,  as  a  mark  of  authority  [as  a  constable]  ;  and 
hung  them  painted  before  my  dwelling-house,  as  a 
mark  of  mj  calling  [as  an  innkeeper] ;  so  that  I  may 
truly  say,  his  m^esty  s  arms  have  oeen  my  supporten. 
I  have  been  a  strict  and  constant  follower  of  men  of 
quality.  I  have  diligently  pursued  the  steps  of  several 
squires,  and  am  able  to  bdiave  myself  as  well  as  the 
best  of  them  whenever  there  shall  be  occasion. 

I  desire  it  may  be  no  disadvantage  to  me  that,  by 
the  new  act  of  parliament  going  to  pass  for  preserving 
*  His  mother  kept  aa  eadng-houaa. 


the  game,  I  am  not  yet  qualified  to  keep  a  greyhound. 
If  t^  should  be  the  test  of  squirehood,  it  will  go  hard 
with  a  great  number  of  my  fraternity,  as  well  as  my* 
self,  who  must  all  be  uusquired,  because  a  greyhound 
will  not  be  allowed  to  keep  us  company;  and  it  ii 
well  known  I  have  been  a  companion  to  his  betters. 
What  has  a  greyhound  to  do  with  a  squireshipl  might 
I  not  be  a  real  squire,  although  diere  was  no  such 
thing  as  a  greyhound  in  the  world  f  Pray  tell  me,  sir, 
are  greyhounds  to  be  from  henceforth  the  supporters  of 
every  squire's  coat  of  arms  9  Although  I  cannot  keep 
a  greyhound,  may  not  a  greyhound  help  to  keep  mel 
May  not  I  have  an  order  from  the  governors  of  the 
bank  to  keep  a  greyhound,  with  a  nous  obtiante  to  the 
act  of  parliament,  as  well  as  they  have  created  a  bank 
against  the  votes  of  the  two  houses  f  But  however  this 
difi&culty  will  soon  be  overcome.  I  am  promised  133/. 
aryear  for  subsmbing  500/. ;  and  of  this  600/.  I  am  to 
pay  in  only  25/.  ready  money  :  the  governors  will  trust 
me  for  the  rest,  and  pay  themselves  out  of  the  interest 
by  25Aper  cent  So  tbut  I  intend  to  receive  only  40/. 
a-year  to  qualify  me  fur  keeping  my  family  and  a 
greyhound,  and  let  the  remaining  85/.  go  on  till  it 
makes  500/.,  then  1000/.,  then  10,000/.,  then  100,000/., 
then  a  million,  and  so  forwards.  This,  I  think,  U  much 
better  (betwixt  you  and  me)  than  keeping  fiiirs,  and 
buying  and  selling  bullocks ;  by  whicn  I  find,  from 
experience,  that  little  is  to  be  gotten  in  ihcK  hard 
times. 
X  am^  sir,  your  friend  and  servant  to  command, 

A.  B.,  ESQUIBE. 

P.S. — ^I  hope  you  will  favourably  represent  my  esse 
to  the  publisher  of  tlie  {laper  above-m«ntioned. 

Direct  your  letter  for  A.  B.,  esq.,  at  *  *  *,  in  *  *  * ; 
and  pray  get  some  parliameut^man  to  frank  it,  for  it 
will  cost  a  groat  postage  to  this  place. 

THE  LAST  SPEECH  AND  DYING 
WORDS  OF    EBENEZER  ELLISTON.' 

EXECUTED  THB  SECOND  OF  MAY,    1723. 

PtdMud  at  his  denr$for  the  cxmnnon  good. 

I  AM  now  going  to  suffer  the  just  punishment  for  my 
crimes  prescribed  by  die  law  of  God  and  my  country. 
I  know  it  is  the  constant  custom  that  those  who  come  to 
diis  place  should  have  speeches  made  for  them,  and 
cried  about  in  their  own  nearing  as  they  are  carried  to 
execution;  and  truly  they  are  such  speeches  that, 
aldiough  our  fraternity  be  an  ignorant,  illitemte  peo- 
ple, they  would  make  a  man  ashamed  to  have  such 
nonsense  and  false  English  charged  upon  him  eren 
when  he  is  going  to  the  gallows*  They  contain  a  pre- 
tended accoimt  of  our  buth  and  family,  of  the  fact  for 
which  we  are  to  die,  of  our  sincere  repentance,  and  a 
declaration  of  our  religion.  I  cannot  expect  to  avoid 
the  same  treatment  witn  my  predeceason. 

However,  having  had  an  education  one  or  two  de* 
grees  better  than  those  of  my  rank  and  profession,  I 
have  been  considering  ever  since  my  commitment  wbat 
it  might  be  proper  for  me  to  deliver  upon  this  occasion. 

Aiid  First — I  cannot  say  from  the   bottom   of  my 

heart  that  I  am  truly  sorry  fur  the  offence  I  have  given 

to  God  and  the  world ;  but  I  am  very  much  so  for  tlx" 

bad  success  of  my  villainies  in  bringing  me  to  this 

untimely  end;    for   it  is  plainly  evident   that  after 

having  some  time  ago  obtained  a  pardon  from  the 

crown,  I  again  took  up  my  old  trade ;  my  evil  habits 

were  so  rooted  in  me,  and  I  was  grown  so  unfit  for  any 

other  kind  of  employment      And  therefore  although  >n 

*  A  malefactor  executed  for  itret^t  robbery.  His  pareoU, 
aocordiug  to  Faulkner,  were  rigid  diMenters.  had  given  liim  « 
good  education,  put  him  axtprentiee  to  a  KUk.wteaver.  aod 
■ettled  hira  in  thai  profwion.  whieh  he  gradnally  nchaBsed 
for  those  of  a  flas  geallemaD«  a  musMka,  and  a  hoowbradie. 


LAST  SPSBCH  Of  BBBNSZER  BLUSTON. 


71 


eonpliuee  vith  m j  friendi,  I  KMlved  to  go  to  the  gal- 
lon afttr  the  ntual  manner,  kneding,  with  a  book  in 
a;  hand  and  my  eyes  lifted  ap;  yet  I  thall  feel  no 
non  derotion  in  my  heart  ttian  I  have  obeerred  in  my 
onridei,  who  have  been  drank  among  common  whores 
tbe  rny  night  before  their  execution.  I  can  ny 
further,  from  my  own  knowledge,  that  two  of  my 
fratcniity,  after  they  had  been  hanged  and  wonder- 
folly  oame  to  life  and  made  their  etcapet,  ae  it  some- 
QMi  happened,  proved  afterwardf  tbe  wickedest  rogues 
1  «m  koar,  and  so  continued  until  they  were  hanged 
•fsia  tm  good  and  all ;  and  yet  they  had  the  im- 
PodcBM  at  both  times  they  went  to  the  gallows  to  smite 
aeir  brHiliand  lift  up  their  eyee  to  heaven  all  the  way. 

Secondly. — Fkom  ifae  knowledge  I  have  of  my  own 
vicked  dispositions,  and  that  of  my  .comrades,  f  give 
it  li  ay  onaion  that  nothing  can  be  more  unfortunate 
to  tbs  public  than  the  mercy  of  the  Rovemment  in 
tnr  pBdoDiDg  or  transporting  us,  umees  when  wa 
betny  ooc  soother,  aa  we  never  fail  to  do  if  we  are 
am  t»  bt  well  paid,  and  then  a  pardon  may  do  good : 
by  the  tarn  rule,  Tliat  it  is  better  to  have  one  fox  in 


a  him  IhsB  three  or  four.  But  we  generally  make  a 
Aid  to  retom  after  being  transported,  and  are  ten 
<i>Mi  greslcr  rogues  than  before  and  much  more  cun- 
niag.  Bsndes,  I  know  it  by  experience,  thai  some 
bope  we  hafe  of  fitiding  mercy  when  we  are  tried,  or 
>^  ««  are  condemned,  is  always  a  great  encourag»- 
■ntlsiM. 

Tkifdiy. — Nothing  is  more  dangerous  to  idle  young 
MWf  than  the  company  of  those  odiotu  common 
*^«nirv  frei{u«Bt,  and  of  which  Ihia  town  is  full. 
1W  vRtefaes  put  us  upon  all  mischief  to  Ibed  thehr 
^  and  extravagancies:  they  are  ten  times  more 
bioody  snd  erud  than  men  {  their  advice  is  always 
»t  tDipsR  if  we  are  pursued  t  they  get  drunk  with 
ni»  and  aro  common  to  ua,  and  yet  if  they  can  get 
•aytfaieg  by  it  are  sure  to  be  our  betnyers. 

Mov  as  I  am  a  dying  man  I  have  done  something 

vhidi  nay  be  of  good  use  to  the  nublic    I  have  left 

«ith  ID  honest  man  (and,  indeed,  ttie  only  honeet  man 

1  ««  «vcr  acquainted  witfa^  the  names  of  idl  mv 

*^M  bclhren,  the  msent  plaMe  of  their  abode,  with 

a  Aett  aocomt  of  Uie  chief  crimes  they  have  com- 

B^ed,  m  many  of  which  I  have  been  their  aecom- 

(nio'-.  asd  heard  the  rest  from  their  own  mouths :  I 

urp  JiinriM  set  down  the  names  of  those  we  call  our 

>^^  dijhg  wicked  bouses  we  ftequent,  and  of  those 

J^  raeeire  snd  buy  our  stolen  goods.     I  have  so- 

™^7  charged  this  honest  man  and  have  received 

btt  prwniie  upon  oath,  that  whenever  he  hears  of  any 

|<^  to  be  tned  for  robbing  or  housebreaking,  he  will 

UA  into  his  list,  and  if  he  finds  the  name  there  of 

™<  thief  concerned,  to  send  the  whole  paper  to  the 

t^tnant    Of  thia  I  here  give  my  comimnions  fiur 

■>"*  public  warning,  and  hope  they  will  take  it. 

fa  the  Baper above  mentioned,  which  I  left  with  my 
frvnd,  I  have  also  set  down  the  names  of  several  gen- 
Ueaee  who  have  been  robbed  in  Dublin  streets  for 
«ne  yeaia  pest ;  1  have  told  the  circumstancee  of  thoee 
Jibmcs,  and  shown  pUunly  that  nothuig  but  the  want 
of  conmoa  courage  was  the  caose  of  their  misfortune. 
*  oaw  dtoffore  desired  my  ftiend  that  whenever  any 
smdoBso  happens  to  be  robbed  in  the  streets,  he  will 
p  that  icUtion  printed  and  published,  widi  the  first 
^«m  of  those  gentlemen's  names,  who  by  thehr  own 
*<|Bi  of  bmrcry  are  like  to  be  the  cause  of  all  the 
*^icf  of  that  kind  which  may  happen  for  die  fiiture. 

1  cumot  leave  the  world  without  a  short  description 
^tUi  kind  of  Ufa  which  I  have  led  for  aome  years 
P^'-  and  it  is  cxaatly  the  eame  with  the  rest  of  our 
•«ek«l  histhewn. 

riiTif*"^  we  are  genenlly  eo  oomipled  from  otir 
ttUdkood  has  to  have  no  eenee  of  goodness,  yet  eome 


thing  heavy  always  hangs  about  us^  I  know  not  what 
it  is,  that  we  are  never  easy  till  we  are  half-druuk 
among  our  whores  and  companions,  nor  sleep  sound 
unless  we  drink  longer  than  we  can  stand,    if  we  go 
abroad  in  the  day,  a  wise  man  would  easily  find  ua  to 
be  rogues  by  our  faoes,  we  have  such  a  suspicious, 
fbarftil,  and  constrained  countenance^  often  turning 
back  and  slinking  through  narrow  lanes  and  alleys. 
I  have  never  failed  of  knowing  a  brother  thief  by  his 
looks,  though  I  never  saw  him  before.     Every  man 
among  us  keeps  his  particuhir  whor^  who  is,  howevo', 
common  to  us  all  when  we  have  a  mind  to  change. 
When  we  have  got  a  booty,  if  it  be  in  money,  we  divide 
it  equally  among  our  companions,  and  so<hi  squander 
it  away  on  our  vices  in  those  houses  that  receive  us, 
for  the  master  and  the  mistress,  and  the  venr  tapster,  go 
snacks,  and  besides  make  us  pay  triple  reckonings.    If 
our  plunder  be  plate,  watches,  rings,  snuff-boxes,  and 
the  like,  we  have  customers  in  all  quarters  of  the  town 
to  take  them  oC    I  have  eeen  a  tankard  worth  \5L 
sold  to  a  ftllow  in  —  street  for  30s.,  and  a  gold 
watch  for  30s.    I  have  set  down  his  name  and  that  of 
several  others  in  the  paper  already  mentioned.     We 
have  setters  watching  m  comers  and  by  dead  walls  to 
give  us  notice  when  a  gentleman  goea  by,  especially 
if  he  be  anything  in  drink.   I  believe  in  my  conscience 
that  if  an  aceooni  were  made  of  lOOU/.  in  stolen 
goods,   consid«ing  the  low   rates  we  eell  them  at, 
the  bribes  we  must  give  for  concealment,  the  extor- 
tione   of  ale-house   reckonings,   and  other  necessary 
charges,  there   would   not  remain  501.  clear  to  be 
divided  among  the  robbers.     And  out  of  this   we 
must  find  clodies  for  our  whoces,  besides  treating  them 
ftom  morning  to  night,  who  in  requital  reward  us  with 
nothing  but  treachery  and  the  pox.    For  when  our 
money  is  gone^  they  are  every  moment  threatening 
to  mform  againet  us,  if  we  will  not  go  out  and  look  for 
more.    If  anjrtiiing  in  this  world  be  like  hell,  as  I 
have  heard  it  deeoribed  by  our  clergy,  the  truest  picture 
of  it  must  be  in  the  back  room  of  one  of  our  alehouses 
at  midnight,  when  a  crew  of  robben  and  their  whores 
are  met  togedier  after  a  booty  and  are  beginning  to 
grow  drunk;   ftom  which   time  until  tibey  are  past 
their  senses^  is  such  a  continued  horrible  noise  of  cursing 
and  blasphemy,  lewdness,  scurrility,  and  brutish  be- 
haviour, such  ioaring  and  conftision,  such  a  clattsr  of 
mugs  and  pots  at  each  other's  heads,  that  bedlam  in 
comparison  is  a  sober  and  orderly  place.    At  last  they 
all  tumble  from  their  stools  and  benches,  and  sleep 
away  the  rert  of  the  night,  and  generally  the  landlord 
or  his  wife,  or  some  omer  whore  who  has  a  stronger 
bead  than  the  rest,  picks  their  pockets  before  they  wake. 
The  misfortune  ia  mat  we  can  never  be  easy  till  we  are 
drunk,  and  our  drunkeimsss  constantly  exposes  us  to  be 
more  eerily  betrayed  and  taken. 

This  is  a  short  picture  of  the  life  I  have  led,  which 
is  more  miserable  than  that  of  the  poorest  labourer  who 
works  for  id,  a  <iay ;  and  yet  custom  is  so  strong,  that 
I  am  confident  if  I  could  make  my  escape  at  the  foot 
of  the  gallows,  I  should  be  following  the  same  course 
thia  very  evening.  So  that  upon  the  whole  we  ought 
to  be  looked  upon  as  the  common  enemiee  of  mankind, 
whoee  interert  rt  is  to  root  us  out  like  wolves  and  other 
mischievous  vermin,  against  which  no  fair  play  is  re- 
quired. 

If  I  have  done  eenrice  to  men  in  what  I  have  said,  I 
shall  hope  I  have  done  ssrviceto  God,  and  that  will  be 
better  than  a  rilly  speech  made  for  me  full  of  whining 
and  canting,  which  I  utterly  deepise  and  have  never 
been  used  to  $  yet  such  a  one  I  expect  to  have  my  ears 
tormented  with  as  I  am  passing  along  the  streets 

Good  people  fare  ye  well;  bad  as  I  am,  I  leave 
many  wofse  nebind  me.  I  hope  you  shall  see  me  die 
like  a  man  the  death  of  adog.  B.  E. 
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RIGHT  OF  PRECEDENCE 


BETWEEN  PHYSICIANS  AND   CIVIUANS  INQUIRED 

INTO. 


"Tu  major,  tibi  ni«  est  equum  panxe.  Menalca.**— V»o. 
"  Fidia  offradar  medseii  ?  iraacar  amida  ?" — Hon. 


The  oauM  of  thia  hamorooa  dispute  is  now  forgotten,  but  the 
general  title  ia  sufficieat  to  xender  it  intelligible.  Some  p«r- 
aona.1  aatire  is  wholly  lost. 

I  HAVE  waited  hitherto  with  no  little  impatience  to 
see  some  good  effect  of  that  debate,  which  I  thought 
was  happily  started  at  a  late  meeting  of  our  university 
[Trinity  College,  Dublin]  upon  the  subject  of  pre* 
cedence  between  profeswrs  of  law  and  physic.  And 
though  I  cannot  join  in  opinion  with  the  worthy  gentle- 
man who  first  moved  in  it,  I  must  needs  say  the 
motion  was  seasonable  and  well  became  him;  for 
beside  that  he  intended  an  honour  to  a  faculty  he  was 
promoted  above,  and  was  so  self-denying  as  to  waive 
all  debates  of  that  nature  as  long  as  he  was  a  party 
concerned  in  the  motion,  he  did  what  in  him  lay  to 
put  an  end,  by  authority,  to  a  point  in  controversy 
which  had  long  divided  the  gentlemen  of  those  two 
faculties;  and  I  am  very  mu<di  mistaken  if  the  same 
person  does  not  hereafter  prove  as  much  a  friend  to 
piety  and  learning  in  his  other  designs  as  he  has  been 
already  in  this,  to  the  peice  and  agreement  of  learned 
men. 

But  to  my  great  disappointment  little  more  has  been 
said  upon  the  subject  since  the  first  debate  than  what 
has  been  argued  in  private,  more  for  the  entertainment 
of  single  gentlemen  than  the  use  and  information  of 
mankind.  I  have  heard  that  the  matter  is  brought  to 
A  compromise,  and  profesMBS  in  both  faculties  have 
agreed  to  yield  precedence  to  one  another,  according  to 
their  standing  and  the  date  of  their  commencement. 

But  this  to  me  appeacs  nosatisfactory  way  of  deciding 
a  point  of  such  importance.  And  to  speak  freely,  it  is 
but  drawing  a  skin  over  a  wound,  and  giving  it  a  face 
of  soundness,  when  there  lies  filth  and  purulence  within, 
which  will  another  time  break  out  with  more  pain  and 
greater  danger. 

The  time  is  approaching  when  it  will  be  proper 
once  more  to  bring  this  aflEair  upon  the  carpet ;  and  I 
am  humbly  of  opinion  that  the  point  is  of  such  conse- 
quence, that  it  ought  not  to  subside  as  it  has  done  of 
late.  It  should  neither  rest  upon  that  slight  baffle  it 
received  at  its  first  appearance  m  public,  nor  be  hushed 
up  in  silence,  under  the  pretence  of  any  private  ao» 
comroodation,  which  the  parties  concerned  have  since 
come  to,  for  the  sake  of  civility  and  good  -manners  in 
company. 

I  am  one  of  those  who  love  peace  upon  a  good  foun- 
dation, and  do  for  that  reason  no  less  admire  truth, 
upon  which  alone  a  lasting  peace  can  be  founded. 
And  as  I  am  qualified  to  introduce  this  matter  at  the 
next  meeting  of  our  university,  and  fuUy  determined 
to  do  so,  I  thought  it  reasonable  to  give  this  friendly 
notice  to  all  parties,  that  they  study  the  point  and 
make  themselves  masters  of  it,  and  give  it  so  thorough 
a  canvassing  in  wliat  manner  they  think  fit,  as  to  leave 
no  room  for  exception  and  wrangling  when  the  ques* 
tion  comes  to  be  solemnly  debated  in  that  aaiembly. 

But  before  I  come  to  the  merito  of  the  cause  itself 
you  must  give  me  leave  to  make  one  observation  in  the 
way  concerning  the  importance  of  precedence  in  ge- 
neral, which  may  prove  of  singular  use  to  mankind, 
who  are  for  the  most  part  um^priied  of  it. 

As  I  remember,  there  fell  a  very  hanh  expression 
from  a  certain  gentleman  (with  whom  it  is  not  usual 
to  be  unguarded)  who  appeared  an  advocate  for  phy- 
sicians, when  the  motion  was  first  made  to  thrust  them 
from  their  place.    He  was  pleased  to  call  it  a  womaQ> 


ish  debate  if  I  took  him  right;  but  as  much  a  friend 
as  I  am  to  his  person  and  cause  I  will  not  follow  bim 
in  that  opinion,  and  will  further  say,  the  expression  wm 
mean  and  beneath  the  dignity  of  his  character.  There  is 
an  unkind  reflection  couched  in  it  upon  a  sex  by  which 
much  of  the  decencies  of  life  and  little  morals  ore 
supported ;  and  it  does  not  agree  with  that  taste  of  gal- 
lantry which  he  is  thought  to  have,  and  is  very  con- 
sistent with  his  profession,  and  is  even  ungrateful  in  a 
man  of  that  faculty  which  is  more  in  fovour  with  the 
ladies  than  any  other  except  divinity. 

But  not  to  insist  upon  this  1  cannot  think,  as  that 
expression  implies,  that  the  matter  is  at  all  beneath  the 
consideration  of  the  greatest  and  most  learned  of  men. 
On  the  contrary,  I  think  the  question  was  well  moved, 
and  since  it  hasjbeen  moved  every  one  should  endra- 
vour  to  find  on  which  side  of  the  argument  the  ad- 
vantage lies:  and  I  wonder  that  in  this  interval  of 
parliament  and  business  (the  usual  vacation  of  tliit 
kingdom)  something  has  not  been  offered  befoietbif 
time  for  the  quieting  men's  minds.  It  is  a  difiereuce 
among  his  majesty's  subjects,  which  it  becomes  every 
healing  spirit  to  compose,  and  is  a  duty  both  of  religiuti 
and  loyalty. 

I  would  ask  is  precedence  or  distinction  of  place  of 
no  moment  among  men  ?  Are  women  only  concerned 
in  it  f  Does  society  owe  nothing  of  con  veniency  to  it  f 
Is  it  indifferent  whether  a  man  site  at  a  lady  s  elbow  or 
her  pert  chaplain's  f  near  a  soup  at  the  head  of  the 
table,  or  beef  at  the  bottom  f  Is  there  no  advantage  in 
the  first  plate,  or  the  earliest  compliment  of  the  glsn, 
or  the  resfject  of  waiters,  or  in  ruling  the  books  at  s 
quarter  sessions,  and  being  honotired  with  the  cushion 
in  the  face  of  one's  cotmtry  ?  Is  it  of  no  consequence 
to  be  in  the  eye  of  the  government 9  and  does  not  pre- 
cedence contribute  to  that  at  a  Tholael  [Guildhallj 
enterteinment  f  What  are  academical  degrees  so  desrly 
purchased  for  but  place,  and  can  a  professor  answer  it 
to  his  trust  or  interest  to  disparage  precedence!  For 
what  other  reason  in  nature  but  precedence  did  a  great 
man  of  my  acquaintance  lately  become  a  double  grand 
compoimder  for  his  degree?  and  another  undeceive 
mankind,  or  rather  deceive  women,  and  suffer  himself 
to  be  pronounced  a  venerable  man  in  spite  of  his  youth- 
ful looks?    Shall  not  the  solemn  doctor in  hit 

chariot  take  place  of  plain  Mr. in  his?  and  have 

the  heels  of  him  in  preferment  according  to  the  Mart 
he  has  in  precedence  ? 

Give  me  leave  to  say,  that  the  notion  of  the  insi^- 
ficancy  of  place  has  been  of  infinite  prejudice  to  many 
worthy  men,  and  of  as  great  advautege  to  others,  who 
have  juster  thoughte  of  it.  While  dignity  sinks  with 
its  own  weight,  the  scum  of  mankind  will  naturally 
rise  above  it. 

I  have  a  pious  concern  upon  me  for  all  the  important 
mistakes  of  mankind,  and  this  among  the  rest ;  as  to 
which,  I  have  observeil  strong  prejudice  runs  counter  to 
the  natme  of  things  and  the  principles  of  truth  and 
reason.    Sure  I  am,  nature  directs  every  person  and 
thing  to  maintain  ito  situation,  or  rather  not  so  mudi 
to  keep  its  own  place  as  to  aspire  and  displace  otben. 
And  the  reason  is  plain,  because  that  is  a  tendency  to 
the  uppermost  point  and  an  approach  to  perfection; 
and  therefore  contrary  to  common  opinions,  1  have  ever 
thought  there  is  piety  in  pride  and  ambition,  and  that 
it  is  virtue  to  be  emulous  and  aspiring.     And  when  1 
hear,  as  in  my  time  I  have  many,  oouceit«i  declama- 
tions against  pride,  I  suspect  it  is  with  the  design  of  a 
monopoly,  and  to  engross  it ;  as  I  have  known  an  ing^ 
nious  schoolboy  spit  in  his  mess  of  porridge,  not  to  ahuse 
the  good  creature,  but  to  secure  it  all  to  himself.  What 
is  th^  dominion  so  early  given  to  mankind,  but  supe- 
riority of  power  and  place  ?  and  then  to  act  up  to  it  is 
not  womanish  but  manly.     And  if  that  was  a  precept 
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I  will  take  apon  me  to  tay  there  is  tiot  one  point  of 
dutr  to  uziireraally  and  exactly  obterved. 

And  aoeiety  has  ao  great  a  connderation  of  place,  that 
wn  find  wise  provinoiM  made  for  the  regulating  of  it 
i&nd  for  MfttUng  the  due  pre-eminence  of  all  degrees  of 
men,  aijd  an  office  of  hn-aldry  for  that  purpose,  which 
may  be  found  in  almost  every  house  of  quality.  I 
cmild  go  farther  than  this,  but  for  this  reason,  that  it  is 
uut  uf  my  way,  and  none  of  my  business,  to  determine 
The  fbrce  of  great  examples,  and  make  conclusions  up<»i 
ScripTure ;  and  perhaps  my  friend's  best  apology  is,  that 
ttic  Bihie  ia  out  of  the  road  of  his  profession  and  study ; 
but  I  will  aay  ^ns  much,  that  as  1  have  observed  di- 
vines to  be  ao  for  scriptural  in  dieir  carriage,  as  to  take 
"*  the  right  hand  of  fellowship  "  on  all  occasions,  and 
caxTT  their  disputes  about  place  as  high  as  any  other 
■>irtafmen;  so  their  practice  (such  is  my  deference) 
i«  to  me  the  best  ^loss  upon  duty,  and  my  c<»viction, 
and  should  be  his.  And  this  plainly  determines  the 
piitM  agaii«t  him,  and  shows  the  importance  of  pre- 
ccdetioe ;  and  then  it  will  follow  in  logic  that,  if  taking 
pUce  he  matter  of  moment,  to  dispute  about  place  is 
inA  womanirii  nor  trivial. 

Aud  this  allowed  I  am  inclined  to  believe,  that 
urnn  rhis  religious  principle  all  our  late  prumotious  of 
ru>htlity  have  proceeded,  and  that  so  many  gentlemen 
have  procured  themselves  titles,  not,  as  some  have  in* 
jari«nuJy  thought,  that  they  might  take  place  of  dieir 
Utters,  but  out  of  a  srase  of  duty :  and  while  some 
aLm!  tao  many)  ignonmtly  despite  them  for  their 
vurdilns  ambition,  I  regard  them  with  another  eye, 
«id  hcpiBOur  them  for  their  piety,  and  courage,  and 
cMMciciice,  and  even  condescension  in  being  made 
errat.  and  do  from  my  heart  pity  such  as  cannot 
t»  greafeer,  without  being  less.  Indeed  the  roll  of 
utiT  nribility  is  at  present  very  Toluminous,  but  no 
nutter  for  thaL  If  there  were  more  of  them,  such 
i«  dw  ductility  of  my  respect,  I  could,  with  a  smaller 
qnaatxty  of  esteem,  do  honour  to  them  all.  I  make 
r^  same  account  of  nobility  of  all  dates  as  I  do  of 
tooka ;  I  value  the  old  as  usually  more  exact,  and 
cnwine,  and  uneful,  though  commonly  unlettered,  and 
odea  loose  in  the  bindings ;  and  I  value  the  new,  be* 

caoie but  the  notion  is  obvious,  and  I  leave  my 

rvader  to  poraue  it.  I  was  led  into  this  comparison 
from  the  cnrtaso  febcilas  of  those  whose  way  it  is  to 
paste  their  srms  and  titles  of  honour  on  the  reverse  of 
thr  biie-  psges,  which  shows  the  affinity  of  the  two. 
My  lore  to  the  nobility  has  made  me  sometimes  se- 
riffusiy  kment  the  great  damp  which  must  have  fallen 
on  honoiir  and  laudable  ambition  had  the  peerage  bill 
mncecded  in  England;  but  I  had  this  consolation 
rial,  had  the  aloice  been  ^ut  there,  the  flood  of  honour 
tasii  risen  the  higher  here,  and  overflowed  this  my 
latXrce  kingdom. 

I  ooold  here  according  to  custom  produce,  in  favour 

«»f  thi«  oncommon  position,  many  bright  authorities ; 

aud  have  now  before  me  above  a  score  of  quotations, 

gathered  with  infinite  labour  from  St  Chrysostom,  by 

rut  index  :  but  to  the  discouragement  of  my  learning 

tbe  (irmA  types  are  not  ready,  and  will  not  be  set  till 

'^!llldi  of  next  month,  when  the  following  editions  of 

^ri«  work  shall  be  enriched  with  learned  languages  in 

«ri-at  varicfty.  The  author  of  a  lato  state  senn<m  should 

'.^ve  waited  as  I  do,  rather  than  snlfier  his  learning  to 

l'»k  a«|mttt  as  it  does,  and  make  so  frightful  a  figure 

frgai  the  press.     I  am  master  of  the  stochastic  art;  and 

bv  Tirtoe  of  that  I  divine  that  those  CSreek  words  in 

diat  discoune  hare  crept  from  the  margin  into  the  text 

^'^^wwiae  than  the  author  intended  ;  and  indeed  some 

uf  those  Greek  ma^nots  are  so  uneasy  in,  and  ashamed 

of  their  place,  that  they  aeem  to  be  upon  the  crawl 


I  hope  what  has  been  offered  will  dear  this  case  of 


conscience,  and  is  sufficient  to  show  any  man  of  c&n« 
dour,  and  who  loves  and  searches  af^r  truth  as  I  do, 
the  importance  of  place  and  precedency  among  men ; 
that  the  peace  and  order  and  honour  of  society  is 
owing  to  it,  and  as  women  have  been  remarkably 
strenuous  in  asserting  these  rights,  I  do  hereby  take 
upon  me  to  return  them  the  thsnks  of  mankind  (asking 
pardon  for  the  professor  s  misbehaviour),  and  do  wish 
them  perseverance  and  success  in  all  their  laudable 
attempts  of  that  nature.  Lei  them  enjoy  the  wall  and 
the  rig^t  hand  of  us  from  this  day  forward,  not  in  con- 
sideration of  their  weakness,  or  out  of  our  courtesy,  but 
in  their  own  right  as  p^riots,  and  stout  defenders  of 
the  privil^es  of  their  own  and  our  sex. 

But  to  proceed.  It  were  perhaps  a  proper  method 
in  this,  as  in  other  debates  concerning  precedency,  to 
appeal  to  the  herald's  office,  and  be  determined  by 
usual  and  stated  rules  there,  how  place  in  this  cassis 
to  be  given  or  taken ;  but  a  certain  lord  has  assured 
me  upon  his  honour  that  nothing  concerning  the  pre- 
sent question  is  there  taken  notice  of;  and  whatever 
orders  may  be  delivered  in  heraldry  about  personal 
precedence,  there  is  nothing  said  as  to  faculties,  except 
only  this,  that  doctors  in  divinity,  and  those  not  spe- 
cialists, as  we  used  to  call  them,  i.  e.,  such  as  liave 
received  that  degree  by  the  special  indulgence  and 
undeserved  favoiur  and  ^ace  of  the  university,  shall 
have  a  place  immediately  above  esquires  that  are  not 
of  noble  families. 

Upon  which  observation,  if  it  be  true,  as  I  fear  it  is, 
I  have  reason  to  apprehend  some  disturbance  in  the 
country,  among  the  ladies  there,  therefore  I  do  present 

my  most  humble  service  to  madam >,  wife  to  a 

very  reverend  divine,  D.D.,  tpeciali  gratidy  who  has 
for  many  years  past  to  my  knowledge,  in  mistake  of 
her  husband  s  right,  taken  place  at  table  of  a  certain 
justice  of  the  peace*s  lady,  and  do  advise  her,  that,  in 
order  to  maintain  her  precedency,  she  woiidd  once 
more  send  her  spouse  up  to  a  commencement,  and 
engage  him  to  perform  his  acts,  and  be  re-admitted,  and 
take  up  his  large  cautionary  bonds  for  her  own  and 
her  children  s  advantage. 

And  I  would  further  observe,  for  the  use  of  men  who 
love  place  without  a  title  to  it,  either  by  law  or  he- 
raldry, as  some  have  a  strange  oiliness  of  spirits,  which 
carries  them  upward,  and  mounts  them  to  the  top  of 
all  company  (company  being  ot>en  like  bottled  li- 
quors,  wnere  the  light  and  windy  parts  hurry  to  the 
head,  and  fix  in  froth),  I  would  observe,  I  say,  that 
there  is  a  secret  way  of  taking  place  without  sensible 
precedence,  and  consequently  without  ofiience.  This 
IS  a  useful  secret,  and  I  will  publish  it  here,  from  my 
own  practice,  for  the  benefit  of  my  countrymen,  and 
the  universal  improvement  of  mankind. 

It  is  this.  I  generally  fix  a  sort  of  first  meridian 
in  my  thoughts  before  I  sit  down,  and  instead  of 
observing  privately,  as  the  way  is,  whom  in  company 
I  may  sit  above,  in  point  of  birth,  age,  forttme.  or 
station,  I  consider  only  the  situation  of  the  table  by 
the  points  in  the  compass,  and  the  nearer  I  can  get  to 
the  east  (which  is  a  point  of  honour  for  many  reasons, 
for  "porrce/a  imyW/as  adortum  nlis,'')  I  am  so  much 
tlie  higher,  and  my  good  fortune  is  to  sit  some- 
times, or  for  the  most  part,  due  east,  sometimes  N.  by 
K.,  seldom  with  greater  variation;  and  then  I  do 
myself  honour,  and  am  blessed  with  invisible  pre- 
cedence, mystical  to  others,  and  the  joke  is,  that  by 
this  means  I  take  place  (for  place  is  but  fancy)  of 
many  that  sit  above  me ;  and  whilst  most  people  in 
company  look  upon  me  as  a  modest  man,  I  know 
myself  to  be  a  very  assuming  fellow,  and  do  often  look 
down  with  contempt  on  some  at  the  up^ier  end  of  the 
table.  By  this  craft  I  at  once  gmtify  my  humour 
(which  is  pride)  and  preserve  my  character ;  and  thia 
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I  teke  to  be  the  ait  of  life.  And  ttiekiiig  to  this  rale 
I  genendly  poaseis  a  middle  place  in  company,  eren 
in  the  ▼ulgar  account,  and  am  at  meat  ai  wiae  men 
would  be  in  the  world, 

BKtnuni  priAorura,  eztmnb  nnue  prions.* 

Horn.  SBp.il.  104. 

And  to  thif  purpoee  my  way  is  to  carry  a  little  pocket 

compaM  in  my  left  fob,  and  fVom  that  I  take  my 

measure!  imperceptibly,  as  from  a  watch,  in  the  usuid 

way  of  comparing  time  before  dinner,  or  if  I  chance 

to  forget  that,  I  consider  the  situation  of  the  parish 

church,  and  this  is  my  nerer-failing  regulator. 

I  know  some  people  take  another  way  for  this,  and 

place  themselves  nearest  the  dish  they  like  best,  and 

their  ambition  is  gradfled  where  their  appetite  is  so. 

Bating  well  is  commonly  and  with  justice  called  good 

Hying,  and  their  rule  is  that  of  Horace, 

*     Ul,  quocanqne  looo  ftaeria,  Tlxim  lilienter 

"fBdieuti  1  Bp.  xl.f4. 

And  it  must  be  aUowed  as  a  standard  their  honour  lies 
in  dieir  stomach,  as  indeed  I  haye  always  thought 
that^  contrary  to  yulgar  notions,  the  seat,  not  of  honour 
only,  but  of  most  great  qualities  of  the  mind,  as  well 
as  or  the  disorders  of  die  body. 

Give  me  leave  to  explain  myself.  I  tiiink  I  can 
rpduce  to  diis  one  principle  all  the  properties  tff  the 
mind,  and  by  the  way,  as  I  take  our  grand  devourer 
of  fire  to  have  the  best  stomach  of  any  man  living,^  I 
conclude  him  the  greatest  person  our  age  or  any  other 
has  produced,  not  excepting  Cato*s  daughter,^  nor 
shall  Time,  although  edax  rentm,  ever  digest  the  me- 
mory of  one  who  has  a  better  appetite  than  even  Time 
itself.  But  to  go  on :  does  not  toe  stomach  make  men 
ambitious,  covetous,  amorous^  obsequious,  and  time- 
serving? What  made  a  certain  judge  keep  his  plaoe 
on  the  bench  when  his  bietiiren  left  it,  but  hts  sense  of 
hnnour,  i.  «.,  his  keen  appetite  f  Does  not  the  stomach 
alone  carry  all  debates  in  both  houses,  and  support 
parties,  and  make  court-parasites  lose  their  dinnen 
sometimes,  that  they  and  theirs  may  dine  the  better 
all  their  lives  after  Y  Do  not  we  use  to  say  a  man  of 
honour  stomachs  an  indignity  9  Is  not  English  feeding 
the  foundation  of  English  bravery  Y  and  good  claiet,  of 
fierti  and  French  sprightliness  t 

In  short,  courage,  honour,  wit,  and  sense,  and  all 
arts  and  sciences,  take  their  rise  here;  and  this  an 
ancient  has  observed,  *'maffitttr  artit  wgeniiqiK  lar- 
giiw  venttTf'*  which,  if  it  be  true,  I  will  take  upon  me 
to  declare  our  vulgar  saying,  **  that  men  have  guts  in 
their  brains,**  is  a  vulgar  error,  and  should  be  rectified, 
and  diat  rather  their  brains  are  in  their  guta;  «id 
when  we  see  some  men  less  courageous,  witty,  or 
learned  than  others,  we  should  pity  their  bsud  stomachs 
or  indigestion,  rather  than  their  incapacity  or  indis- 
position of  brain.  I  am  so  senrible  of  mis,  that  I  have 
of  many  years  disused,  as  an  absurdity,  that  saying  to 
a  stm{)le  fellow,  <*  God  help  your  head  ;**  but  I  wish 
him  with  more  propriety  a  good  stomach  or  a  better 
dinner. 

I  could  here  chemico-mechanically  resolve  men's 
parts  into  their  /eeding,  and  show  what  sort  of  humoun 
and  genius  must  necessarily  proceed  ftom  particular 
sorts  of  meats,  and  explain  a  great  deal  of  five  heathen 
mythology  by  it ;  but  this  I  reserve  for  a  treatise  by 
itself.  Yet  this  I  will  say,  that  a  writer*s  stomach, 
appetite,  and  victuals  may  be  jud^  from  his  method, 
style,  and  subject,  as  certainly  as  if  yon  were  his  mess- 
fellow,  and  sat  at  table  with  him.     Hence  we  call  a 

>  "  BcAainil  the  Arrt.  yet  lUU  befor«  the  lnt."*-Dui«cx>iiBi. 
^  Seise  on  the  preaent  Joy.  and  Uius  mmem. 
Where'er  yoa  live,  an  inwaid  happiaeai.*''— FaANcia. 

e  A  nun  called  the  llre-ealer,  who  exhibited  himapV  as  a 
show  about  this  period. 
A  Whs  to  anU  ID  have  killed  boself  by  swallowing  Uve  conk. 


subject  dry,  a  writer  insipid,  notions  crude  and  iodi* 
gested,  a  pamphlet  empty  or  hungry,  a  style  Jj^u/Uf 
and  many  such-like  expressions,  plainly  alluding  to 
the  diet  of  an  author ;  and  I  make  no  manner  of  doubt 
but  Tully  grounded  that  saying  of  "  kelhto  hbnmm^" 
upon  the  same  observation. 

Now  I  say  it  is  evident  if  this  be  true  that  evezy 
man  at  meat  is  most  honoured  when  he  is  mort 
humoured,  or  when  he  sits  nearest  to  that  which  pleaaei 
his  palate  best ;  and  consequently  that  is  the  first  plaoi 
to  him  upon  that  principle,  and  such  men  must  b( 
allowed  to  have  the  truest  taste  of  honour  of  all  otheta 
I  have  observed  these  sort  of  people  have  generally  t 
great  propensity  to  roast  beef}  and  it  will  be  granted 
that  to  sit  even  at  the  foot  of  the  table  next  a  sirloin, 
which  is  a  dish  of  dignity,  and  of  old  hereditary 
knighthood,  is  in  strictness  of  heraldry  more  honourable 
than  a  place  next  the  biggest  plain  country  squire  at 
the  upper  end, — and  1  have  oflen  chosen  it. 

But  to  return  from  this  useful  digression.  The 
noble  personage  aforementioned,  who  honoured  me 
with  his  sentiments  upon  this  abstruse  point,  must  be 
allowed  to  have  as  good  a  local  memory  as  any  lord 
in  the  kingdom ;  and  has  never  been  known  once  to 
mistake^  or  forget,  or  recede  from  that  place  of  distinc- 
tion which  if  due  to  him.  He  could  settle  the  fonni 
of  a  royal  interment,  and  adjust  the  ceremonies  of  a  coro- 
nation if  occasion  were ;  and  I  must  add,  but  that  lie 
has  more  honour  than  to  be  officious,  he  could  have 
determined  that  late  controverted  point  of  an  Knglisb 
bishop  s  place  among  oun,  and  had  saved  the  houie, 
had  he  been  called  upon,  the  trouble  and  delays  fi 
referring  to  the  Bnglish  precedents. 

X  say  his  lordship^  woo  is  expert  in  heraldry,  and 
as  communicative  of  that  useful  knowledge  as  booomei 
noble  spirits,  has  assured  me  there  is  do  notice  taken 
in  that  science  of  any  distinction  of  place  for  learned 
faculties ;  and  for  mechanical  ones,  such  aa  appear  on 
collar  days,  or  riding  the  franchises,  they  are  below  the 
thoughts  of  a  man  of  quality.  He  pretonds  not  to 
know  what  by-laws,  or  private  compacts  of  precedency 
there  may  be  between  goldsmiths  and  grocers,  vintnert 
and  shoraoaken. 

1  have  now  before  me  a  table  of  precedence,  given 
me  by  the  same  noble  hand,  reachn^  down  from  a 
prince  of  the  blood  to  a  country  squire,  and  regarding 
everr  branch  of  their  fSunilies  in  toe  minutest  manner, 
— ^which  I  reserve  for  my  own  use,  and  am  envious 
enough  to  deny  it  to  the  world ;  and  the  imther,  that  it 
is  to  be  found  in  Mackensie  and  Gwillim,  and  may  bt 
had  for  2t.  fiii.  in  the  office. 

The  case  being  so,  there  can  be  no  other  way,  as  I 
conceive,  of  deciding  a  question  of  preoedency  between 
the  two  faculties  of  law  and  physic,  but  by  inquiring 
into  their  antiquity  and  dignity:  and  wliichaoever of 
them  shall  appear  to  be  most  ancient,  and  moot  useful 
to  the  world,  I  presume  the  world  will,  iu  justice, 
think  fit  to  have  the  greatest  honour  for,  and  give  the 
precedence  to. 

I  take  it  for  granted  that  priority  of  time,  <^erU 
paribmif  gives  a  preference  of  place,  and  thia  uatuzally, 
or  by  common  consent — ^fur  that  1  uke  to  be  tlie  mean- 
ing of  nature  in  most  cases,  nia.,  what  ia  found  rsasuu- 
able  in  itself,  and  has  been  always  agreed  to  by  mau- 
kind,  and  Is  confirmed  b^  constant  and  uninterrupted 
practice;  and  this  1  desire  some  young  preadiers  to 
take  good  notice  of,  and  get  by  rote.  I  likewise  by 
the  way  take  upon  roe,  now  I  think  of  it,  to  advise  a 
certain  deacon  of  my  acquaintance  to  read  Doctor 
Cumberland  all  through,  and  twice  before  he  presumes 
to  plead  "the  law  of  nature"  in  the  pulpit;  to  learn 
mathematics  before  he  pretends  to  demonatiate  theie ; 
to  penise  Aristode,  Tacitus,  and  the  Stale  Tracts, 
before  he  meddles  with  politios;  and  be  sdde  to  act 
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BhdB,  bcAra  bt  attempts  Greek  quotatiom  in  hit 
matm.  Wkat  if  JocmIa  or  Antigone  ahonld  hear  a 
AjptauBuaiioo  from  the  pulpit;  or  anj  other  of 
Aa»  TPmi  Gmb  who  to  lately  did  an  honour  to 
faipMh^  tnuportad  their  andience  into  Thobee,  and 
iofmdtbeoM  baefaelon  on  the  foremoet  bench  with 
An  nitntm  Simk»,  which  thejr  eo  handaomely  repro- 


I  mj  tint  fivei  a  natmal  right  of  precedence  by 
tmmm  eaamit;  and  hence  age  is  honoured  abore 
}n^  nd  b7  it  The  ^ery  heathens  thought  it  in- 
tecff  aiMi  a  trespasi  in  point  ci  mannen,  <<  si 
jwmi  an  bob  SMureierit,**  if  a  young  man  did  not 
noi^iDdgifeway  toanolder;  and  the  canonisti^ 
1  hi^  viU  he  ingenious  enough  to  own,  though  in 
ikii«raBal  against  their  brethren  the  civilians,  that 
<«« t  nhsf  the  primitive  ehuieh»  that  a  deacon 
^«U  Brt  at  in  the  preaenoe  of  a  prasbyter.  In  a 
>  tj  wrion  sad  wperience,  which  an  divine  quali- 
***  w  lfc«  popevties  of  age,  and  make  it  honou^- 
«»:  mJ  jmlh,  in  the  want  of  them,  contemptible. 

Mt/i»Bo(iay  this  to  mortify  or  discourage  yonng 
M.  Ivmld not,  by  any  means,  have  them  despise 
•»«^»«*  fcr  that  b  the  ready  way  to  be  despised  by 
«n;  ttd  the  eomeouences  of  contempt  ai«  fatal. 
''■7  pMt,  I  take  selfHSonceit  and  opiniooativeness 
*>  ^  ^  lU  odicts  the  most  usefbl  and  nroatable 
^mltyi^  Ihe  mind',  it  has  to  my  knowledge  made 
2^  wl  jtidgci^  and  smart  writen,  and  netty 
^^ndpbamt  oompanions,  and  good  preaisbeia. 
h  SI  ne  vay  of  being  agreeable  to  the  ladies,  who 
•^  !«*«•  of  men  as  they  observe  men  do  of  diem- 
w  If  tH  men  were  to  have  the  ssme  opinion  of 
^^w»  that  othen  have  oi  them,  there  would  not 
*  « of  Boeihaaie,  above  two  sermons  next  Sunday 
»>»hirdty,  nor  live  lawyen  to  go  through  with 
^  hnw  of  neat  term.  Self-«mioMt  supports  the 
^ly  «f  charch  and  state;  and  I  pronounce  him  an 
^  (•  tht  Doblic  who  k  so  to  tlML 

■•ck  1«  do  I  intend  any  trouble  to  young  clergy- 

^^Asoomtordty  by  die  forsgorng  remark ;  as 

•Mif  deaesns  of  old  used  to  etand  More  presby- 

r**^  **  were  fit  to  rise  when  they  come  in,  or 

^^oriUtyofdiehatorwall  to  any  ruitf  rum  in 

^*^  I  know  the  ineonvenienoe  of  that  mistaken 

<*7^«kl  besdiny  to  both  parties,  and  think  it 

***»g  hid  aside.     It  is  reipeet  to  an  old  parson 

*'^^^  khn  uncover  in  the  cold,  and  unsocket 

^ Mvilh  both  hands,  and  so  daggle  his  gown  out 

'^'^■y  J  it  is  the  same  respect  to  a  spruce  bob,  to 

']J  i»  Tiist  and  undisturbed  in  its  hat-case.    I 

^^  ainmi  why  powder  and  oil  should  submit  to 

"*  •*  pepMB ;  that  a  white  wig  should  lower  to 

^*"  f*tf;  or  a  brasbed  beaver  strike  to  a  Carolina 

^•■.thitiyi. 

{ onat  Mesr  here  to  applaud  the  present  refine- 
<«  rf  ecdensstifis  in  dieir  habit^  and  say  they  axe 
^**  Fttrtni  end  vqgular  in  their  dress  than  those  of 
*9<  btfae  them.  A  clergyman  ought  to  be 
•^•^.  <• «.,  MA,  as  we  rsad,  of  good  behaviour,  but 
' '  ^^'*  "  indeed  nothing  contributes  more  to 
■*•  *•  tvharieor  than  good  clothes.  This  is  a  various 
"^f*  And  here  I  observe  for  the  use  of  youi^ 
'X^  is  diriaity,  thai  ikothii«  will  brii«  them  into 
^^  »T^  fcr  deep  learning,  than  to  enterprise  in 
'^'^  ^  sdvfDtnie  betimes  to  chaiH|0  the  oommon 
"^-^  of  iny  test  in  the  Bible.  This  single  woid  is. 
l^^l  (Tiaion,  enough   to  vindicate  their  silks  and 

•f*!  a^uast  sU  the  Asiatics  in  Christendom,  and 


««naMwtohack  them 


^Ir  •  «Jd  oUervation  that  piety  is  mosUy  sup- 
^  9f  the  imale  esx;  so  that  whatever  is  agree- 
_  ^  *!*>  »  *»  the  advantage  of  religion,  and 
V  ^  dcrgy  should  dress  in  respect  to  the 


ladiei,  i.  «.,  for  the  good  of  the  church.  And  indesd 
I  have  known  some  of  the  younger  sort,  that  could  not 
preach  with  a  ruflBed  band  or  a  wig  out  of  curl  j  and 
a  certain  lady  of  my  acquaintance,  very  religious,  and 
who  had  a  good  taste  of  men,  always  made  a  judg^ 
ment  from  &  air  and  dress  of  the  preacher,  and  never 
relished  any  doctrine  that  came  not  recommended  with 
a  scarf  and  a  diamond  ring.  I  am  not  one  that, 
^ambitiosa  recidet  ornaments, **  would  strip  the  young 
clergy,  and  retrench  dieir  decencies  of  dress ;  so  far 
ftom  it,  that  I  with  them,  with  all  my  heart,  greater 
elegance,  and  finer  appareL  Well  fare  the  hoirt  of 
that  sprightly  youth,  a  deacon  of  this  church,  who  I 
Ibiesee  shall  first  adventure  to  hoop  his  canonical  coat, 
and  border  his  band  or  shirt  with  mechlin  lace,  or  a 
modest  fringe. 

But  to  return  from  this  incident  to  my  subject  again 
(from  which  a  vast  impetuous  force  of  wit,  and  Inm- 
ing,  and  love  of  my  country,  has  led  me  devious). 
The  nicest  logicians  will  allow  it  a  iair  way  of  arguiqg 
in  all  cases,  to  refer  to  things  what  k  true  as  to  persons  ^ 
and  therefore  I  conclude,  if  physic  be  a  fitculry  man 
ancient  than  that  of  civil  law,  then  it  literally  goes 
before  it,  t.  «.,  takes  jilace  of  it ;  and  I  hope  it  will  not 
be  denied  that  physic  is  as  old  as  the  occasion  of  it, — 
as  old  indeed,  within  a  few  days  as  asankind ;  which 
can  by  no  means  be  said  of  the  other  (in  comparison) 
upstart  profession,  unless  any  one  will  be  so  hardy 
to  affirm  diera  was  a  doctors*  commons  or  bishops* 
court  in  Paradiie.  And  if  any  man  should  insist  to 
know  the  year  and  day  of  the  rise  of  physic,  X  take 
him  to  be  ignorant  of  religion  and  historj,  snd  will 
diidain  an  answer;  though  I  could  tell  him  not 
only  what  the  fint  distemper  was,  and  that  epidemical, 
m.,  a  falling  sickness  but  also  who  it  was  that  cured 
it;  but  I  £)  not  think  fit  to  satisfy  dulneis  and 
ignorance  so  tu, 

I  have  ever  blamed  St.  Jerome  in  my  heart  lor  in- 
discretion, that  when  some  pragmatical  deacons  set  up 
for  equality  with  presbyters,  he  to  humble  them  made 
preebyters  equal  in  eflect  to  bishops.  And  1  could  do 
something  of  the  same  kind  in  the  present  dispute ; 
and  show  diose  atr^r^ng  civilians,  that  they  can  with 
so  little  reason  arrogate  a  j^lace  above  physicians,  or  an 
equality  with  them,  that  m  my  humble  opinion  some 
faculties,  which  they  have  in  contempt,  are  superior  to 
them  in  point  of  time,  which  I  have  already  proved  to 
be  the  natural  ground  of  precedency ;  and  it  is  enough 
here  but  to  name  the  excellent  faculties  of  music  and 
poetry,  whose  antiquity  1  think  no  man  of  seme  or 
modesty  will  call  in  question. 

But  having  mentioned  poetry  I  must  go  aside  a  little 
to  salute  my  worthy  friend  the  professor*  uf,  or  to  speak 
more  properly,  die  reader  in,  that  faculty  in  Oxford, 
who  has  befriended  the  world  so  much  by  his  incom- 
parable performances  of  that  kind,  especially  bis 
latest  I  will  own  he  has  teuaht  me,  and  1  believe 
some  other  gentlemen  who  had  lost  their  Latin,  the 
true  grammatical  eonstruction  of  Virgil,  and  deserves 
not  our  acknowledgments  only,  but  diose  of  Eton 
and  Westmiuter.  1  am  sensible  construction  is  as 
necessary  to  the  relish  and  use  of  an  author,  as  chewing 
is  to  taste  and  digestion.  However,  I  must  take  upon 
me  to  admonish  him  of  one  great  mistake ;  and  I  know 
that  the  modesty  of  die  man,  and  the  good  nature 
fiuniiiar  to  him,  and  which  shines  as  much  in  his  con- 
venation  as  wit  and  true  poetry  do  in  his  works,  will 
bear  it  firom  a  fnend :  he  has  more  than  once,  as  I 
remember,  put  jasmine  for  sweet-marjoram,  the  true 
version;  but  as  this  and  a  few  more  are  his  only 
variations  from  the  letter  of  the  original,  it  may  well 
be  excused, — my  fear  is  that  school-boys  may  come  to 


Dr.  Joaeph  Tmpp  was  rkdrd  poetry  professor  in  170S,  ad 
pabUshfld  his  lecUina  under  tfas  title  of  **  PmkrtionBs  FoettoM.** 
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guffer  hj  bis  mtit&ke.  I  dare  renture  to  aflirm,  in 
fiivour  of  that  good  pot-herb,  that  sweet-marjoram  is 
not  improper  either  in  broth  or  heroics. 

Though  I  think  what  has  been  nrged  is  sufficient  to 
weigh  in  favour  of  the  fkculty  I  have  here  espoused, 
yet,  upon  occasion,  I  would  allow  all  this  to  go  for 
nothing,  and  place  the  controversy  upon  another  foot* 
ing,  and  argue  from  (he  natural  dignity  of  medicine 
Itself  and  ^e  universal  use  and  beneKt  of  it  to  man- 
kind ;  for  it  is  well  known  that  physic  has  been  always 
necessary  to  the  world  and  what  mankind  cannot  be 
without.  It  has  been  requisite  in  all  ages  and  places ; 
which  is  more  than  can  be  asserted  in  behalf  of  law, 
either  civil  or  canon.  I  do  not  believe  they  know 
anything  of  these  in  China  or  the  Af ogul's  country ; 
but  we  know  they  do  of  physic,  which  prevails  in  the 
East,  which  supplies  us  witti  great  part  of  our  materia 
medica ;  and  no  Englbhman  ought  in  gratitude  to 
forget  that  the  greatest  genius  and  honour  of  England 
was  cured  of  a  fit  of  the  gout  by  a  salutary  moss  from 
the  East.' 

But  this  is  not  all :  The  force  of  physic  goes  further 
than  the  body,  and  is  of  use  in  relieving  the  mind 
under  most  of  its  disorders :  and  this  I  dare  venture  to 
affirm,  having  frequently  made  the  experiment  upon 
my  own  person  with  never-failing  success ;  and 
this  I  dicl  by  the  direction  of  my  worthy  parish 
minister,  who  is  indeed  an  excellent  divine,  and  withal 
on  able  physician ;  and  a  good  physician  only  to  be 
the  better  divine.  That  good  man  has  often  quieted 
my  conscience  with  on  emetic,  has  dissipated  trouble* 
some  thoughts  with  a  cordial  or  exhilarating  drops,  has 
cured  me  of  a  love-6t  by  breathing  a  vein,  and 
removed  anger  and  revenge  by  the  prescription  of  a 
draught,  thence  called  bitter ;  and  in  these  and  other 
instanoes  has  convinced  me  that  physic  is  of  use  to  the 
very  soul,  as  for  as  that  depends  on  the  crisis  of  the 
body: 

'■^— -^HsBtMD  ssBsre  corpus  ut  agrum 

OeniBos,  el  flwii  Mwltdni  posse  videaas.  ^  Lromrr. 

And  I  am  so  fully  persuaded  ot  tiiis,  that  1  never  see  a 
wretch  go  to  execution  but  I  lament  that  he  hod  not 
been  in  the  hands  of  a  good  physician,  who  would 
have  corrected  these  peccant  humours  of  his  body 
which  brought  him  to  that  untimely  death. 

Now  can  anything  like  this  be  pleaded  in  behalf  of 
one  or  other  of  the  two  laws  we  are  dealing  with,  or  v^ 
both  together?  By  the  way,  I  must  observe  here,  that 
theee  two  laws,  civil  and  canon,  are  put  in  couples  for 
their  unluckiness,  and  I  think  they  ought  to  be  muscled 
too.  And  here  lies  the  disadvantage  of  the  present 
dispute :  physic  we  know  is  a  plain  simple  thing : 
now  that  this  single  faculty,  wittiout  one  friend  on 
earth  to  take  its  part  and  be  a  second,  should  dispute 
with  a  pair  at  once,  is  as  if  one  poor  blood^hound 
should  engage  with  a  couple  of  mastiffs ;  or  that  a  man 
should  fight  a  gentleman  and  his  lackey,  or  with  a 
single  rapier  against  sword  and  pistol ;  it  is  very  foul 
play,  and  stonders-by  should  interpose,  so  hard  are  the 
terms  of  this  debate ;  but  there  is  no  help  for  it  t  these 
two'fost  friends  can  scarce  be  parted,  and  are  seldom 
found  asunder :  they  must  rise  And  fall  together.  My 
Lord  Bacon  used  to  say,  very  familiarly,  "  When  I 
rise,  my  a—  risei  with  me."  I  ask  pudon  for  the 
rudeness  of  the  allusion;  but  it  is  certain  that  the 
canon-law  is  but  the  tail,  the  fag-end,  or  footman,  of 
the  civil,  and,  like  vermin  in  rotten  wood,  roae  in  the 
church  in  the  age  of  its  corruption,  and  when  it  wanted 
physic  to  purge  it. 

Bnt  I  am  weary  of  proving  so  plain  a  point.  To  me 
it  is  clear  beyond  contradiction,  that  the  antiquity  and 
dignity  of  physic  do  give  it  tiae  precedence  of  civil 

■  Scir  Sir  Williiim  Temple's  cany  "  On  the  cue  of  Goot  by 
MoW  Ml  iDdian  mo«  bp  esUed. 


law  fcinl  St«  IHend.  I  could  here  very  easily  stop  the 
mouth  of  ecdcsiastieal  civilians,  by  an  exompW  or  two 
of  great  authority;  fewt  I  hope  they  will  take  the  hhit, 
and  save  me  the  trouble :  mud  Ibr  lay-proAnson  I  will 
only  say,  he  that  is  not  convinced,  has  little  sense  not 
only  of  religfon  (perhaps  that  is  their  least  consider- 
ation),  but  of  good  manners  and  loyalty  and  go<Mi 
fellowship.  Tlie  blood  of  the  de  MedicU  flows  iu  the 
best  veins  of  Europe;  and  I  know  not  how  far  any 
slight  offered  to  the  faoulty  may  evMpemte  the  yiewirt 
king  of  France  or  the  grand  duke,  to  a  resetrtni«-nt 
prejudicial  to  our  wines  and  the  public  peace  atid 
the  present  posture  of  affiiirs.  Alt  that  love  theii 
country  and  right  good  Florence,  wiH  perceive  by 
diis  on  which  side  of  the  argument  they  ought  to 
Appear. 

And  now,  for  the  universal  peace  of  mankind,  I 
make  the  fbllowing  rule  to  be  observed  by  all  proJ 
fessors  in  each  faculty  and  their  undentranpers  :  1 
decree  tiiat  a  doctor  of  physic  shall  take  place  of  s 
doctor  of  laws ;  a  surgeon,  of  an  advocate  ;  an  apoth^^' 
eary,  of  a  proctor  of  office ;  and  a  tooth-drawer,  of  s 
r^^ter  in  the  court.  I  intended  this  for  a  panJlel : 
but  here  it  fails  me,  and  the  lines  meet.» 

I  shall  now  only  observe  further,  that  as  the  caw 
seems  desperate  on  the  side  of  civilians  in  point  r*\ 
reason,  so  I  hear  they  liave  another  game  to  play,  and 
are  for  appealing  to  authority :  as  I  have  Known  i 
school -boy  fkirly  beaten  at  cuffs,  run  with  a  blocMlj 
nose  to  complain  to  his  master.  I  am  credibly  in' 
formed,  tiiere  U  a  design  on  foot  to  bring  in  hesuls  of  i 
bill  in  favour  of  civilians  next  session  of  parliament 
but  how  generous  that  sort  of  proceeding  is  I  leare  th^ 
world  to  judge.  I  am  but  one,  and  will  certaitil^ 
oppose  any  such  motion  in  my  place ;  though.  Iron 
the  number  of  civilians  in  the  house,  I  have  reajion  ti 
apprehend  it  will  be  to  little  purpose.  The  collej^,  i 
true  ahna  mater,  has  dubbed  most  of  us  doctors,  ami 
has  been  more  wise  than  Christian  in  her  favour*  oi 
that  kind ;  for  she  has  not  given  hoping  for  notbin| 
again. 

But  here  I  enter  my  protest  against  all  designs  thai 
may  any  way  prejudice  so  great  and  illustrious  a  horln 
of  men  as  our  college  of  physicians  are ;  and  I  nli.i! 
take  care  to  draw  out  the  substance  of  this  argnmrnt 
and  present  it,  in  riiort  heads,  to  each  member  at  j 
proper  time  :  and  not  without  some  hopes  that  reajtoi 
may  weigh  them. 

In  the  mean  time  I  hope  a  worthy  gentleman,  : 
member  of  our  house,  will  stand  up  on  that  occaaitT 
and  assert  the  rights  of  a  faculty  which  he  has  cnt«>TtN 
into  and  does  an  honour  to :  it  must  be  remenib«<Tei 
to  his  credit  that  being  equally  skilled  in  physic  oan 
civil  law,  and  perhaps  in  divinity  as  well  as  either,  \, 
chose  to  commence  in  medicine,  having  chiefly  qui 
lifled  himself  for  tfiat  noble  faculty  by  repeated  tra%  <  1. 
and  enriched  his  mind  with  many  curious  observati  or « 
which  the  world  may,  in  time,  expect  incredible  l» 
neflt  from. 

If  any  man  thinks  fit  to  reply  to  this  argument^  an 
rectify  any  mistakes  in  it,  I  desire  him  to  preserve  1. 
temper,  and  debate  the  matter  with  the  same  cooItM" 
diat  I  have  done,  that  irt>  blood  may  be  drawn  in  \Y\ 
controversy,  nor  any  reason  given  me  to  complaixi  < 
"  civilii  tmbtera  dertrerj'^  As  conviction  chiefly  eiigas^ 
me  on  the  side  of  physicians,  so  in  some  mea«ur«» 
sense  of  gratitude  for  a  faculty  to  which  I  owe  tl 
comforts  of  life,  and  peihaps  life  itself,  having  rrcei\  ^ 
from  it  unspeakable  ease  in  the  two  inveterate  di, 
tempers  of  the  spleen  and  tfie  gout 

iISmIwvcnU. 
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1kmuu»hf  Mr.  Barkc  m  "  »  eoUaelioa  of  JStaM  fandoxw, 
f»  »k>i  witk  ^taai  KBie  wad.  peoetnlion,  and  oa  a  very 

Tatti  «it  certtin  ioa«iiiis  of  atate,  founded  upon  long 
^wif'iM  aad  €Kfakaot,  drawn  /rom  the  Gowtant 
pitttof  tlw  vbctt  aatiooii  and  from  the  jewy  prio' 
•pMitffofmiBajt,  nor  even  conlroUed  by  any  writer 
i^polibci.  Vet  all  tfaeK  maiime  do  neceMarily 
pn<lfw  t  kiogdom  or  oommonwealth  to  have  the 
nor nttonl righia  conunon  to  the. rest  of  mankind 
ittUtf  ateed  into  civil  society;  for  if  we  could 
•^aing  natum  where  eack  of  iite  inhabitants  had 
tnt  «e  fji.  one  Ug,  and  one  hand,  it  ii  plain,  before 
fm.  onU  ianitiile  them  into  a  republic,  that  an  allow- 
«nr  tMAbt  made  for  thoee  material  defects  wherein 
ttn  ildosd  from  othor  mortals.  Or  imagine  a  legis« 
lAbBv  jfaing  a  syetem  lor  the  government  of  bedUm, 
"^  pmriiDf  upon  the  maxim  that  man  is  a  so* 
\^ttk  animtl,  should  draw  them  out  of  their  cella, 
•mS  IUw  tkm  into  oerporations  or  general  assemblies ; 
t>  cattBqtMQce  might  probably  he  that  they  would 
^i  Ud  tin  each  other,  or  bum  the  house  over  their  own 

<>f  iW  like  aatore  are  innumerable  errors  committed 
'V  -n^  snd sbuvt  thinken,  who  mason  upon  general 
^A-j  aithMit  the  leaet  allowance  for  the  most  im** 
fr*d.  ciiciiastuioe^  which  quite  alter  the  nature  of 

r>«  bi  been  the  &te  of  those  eqiall  dealers  who  are 
'  A  lUjr  piblishiog  their  thoughts,  either  on  paper  or 
-*  '"^  MsemUiee^  for  improving  the  tzade  of  Ireland, 

•  •  i^eaiog  OS  to  the  practice  and  example  of  £ug- 
mJ.  lUlaud,  Fiance,  or  other  nations. 

•  ^ajlvnadan  examine  certain  maxims  of  govern- 
c^^vtuch  gencnlly*  pass  for  uncontrolled  in  the 
t  rli  ttd  coueider  bow  (ar  they  will  suit  with  the 
v^  enoditiaQ  of  this  kingdom. 

(''«  h  it  afinned  by  wise  men  that  the  deamev 

*  -  «<t  aeteamry  for  life  in  a  fruitful  country  is  a 
"'•a  apk  uf  wealth  and  great  commerce,  for  when 
^  <«naries  are  dear,  it  must  absolutely  follow  thai 
^  -vt  tf  (^p  «im|  plentiful. 

^  sie  »  manifestly  faUe  in  Ireland,  for  the  follow- 

'  Y  nasn.    Some  years  ago  the  species  of  money  here 

.^  V.^j  amount  to  600,000/.  or  700,000/.,  and  I 

'•>  'jtWcanse  to  believe  that  our  remittances  then 

*    >«  laocK  exceed  the  cash  brought  in  to  us.     But 

'  -'  iT«iigious  diacooragements  we  have  siuce  re- 

"1  ^  ereiy  branch  of  our  trade  by  the  frequent 

r>nftit  4ad  risoroua  execution  of  the  navigation 

'>  titumy  of  under  cuetom -house  officers,  the 

-.1  jii^itigQ  of  absentees,  tbepayments  to  regiments 

«<.  u>  cifil  mnd  military  ofncen  residing  in  £ng- 

■  I  *ir  onrspected  sudden  demanda  of  great  sums 

•"j  *:»  trrjfluy,  and  some  other  drains  of  perhaps  as 

•''-*  "ufiv^ucDce,  we  now  see  ourselves  reduced  to  a 

'->  -  ire  ve  (j^Ye  no  fzienda)  of  being  pitied  by  our 

»».  at  lost  if  our  enemies  were  of  such  a  kind  as 

*  <'4{htUc  of  any  regard  toward*  us  except  of  hatred 

'^7  jeaa  are  now  passed  since  the  Revolution, 

•  f*'  oobtention  of  the  British  empire  was,  most 
«*<j  •&*«)/  for  ua  and  altogether  against  the  uHual 

•'*  'f  Rich  mighty  changes  in  goveniraent,  decided 

*  ^•'»^  important  nation,  but  with  such  ravages 
^  '^u  «7ccatcd  ou  bodi  sides,  as  to  leave  the  king- 
'  ~-  *  «Wo1,  whieb  in  tome  sort  it  still  continues. 

'^^  4\A  tbc  long  rpbellions  in  1641  make  half  such 
'  Sm  «  Easy  oo  ike  Abnuditiei  in  EngUDd. 


a  destruction  of  houses,  plantations,  and  personal  wealthy 
in  both  kingdoms,  as  two  years'  campaigns  did  in  ours, 
by  fighting  England's  battles. 

By  slow  degrees^  as  b^  the  gentle  treatment  we  re- 
ceived under  two  auspicious  reigns,*  we  grew  able  to 
live  without  runuiiig  ui  debt.  Our  absentees  were  but 
few ;  we  had  great  indulgence  in  trade,  and  a  consider- 
able share  in  emDloymeuts  of  church  and  state ;  and 
while  the  short  leases  continued,  which  were  let  some 
years  after  the  war  ended,  tenants  paid  their  rents  with 
ease  and  cheerfulness,  to  the  great  regret  of  their  laud- 
lords,  who  had  taken  up  a  spirit  of  opposition  that  is 
not  easily  removed.  And  although,  in  these  short 
leases,  the  rent  was  gradually  to  increase  after  short 
periods^  yet  as  soon  as  the  terma  elapsed,  the  land  waa 
let  to  the  highest  bidder,  most  commonly  without  the 
least  effectuu  clause  fur  building  or  planting.  Yet, 
by  many  advantages,  which  this  island  tlien  jMsseved 
and  has  siuce  utterly  lost,  tlie  rents  of  lands  still  grew 
higher  ui>on  every  lease  that  expired,  till  they  have 
arrived  at  the  present  exorbitance ;  when  the  frog,  over- 
swelling  himself,  burst  at  last. 

.  Witl)  the  price  of  land  of  necessity  rose  that  of  com 
and  cattle,  and  all  other  commodities  that  farmers  deal 
in ;  hence  likewise,  obviously,  the  rates  of  all  goods 
and  manufactures  among  shopkeepers,  the  wages  of 
servants,  and  hire  of  labourers.  But  although  our 
miseries  came  on  fast,  with  neither  trade  nor  money 
left ;  yet  neither  will  the  landlord  abate  in  his  rent, 
nor  can  the  tenant  abate  in  the  price  of  what  that  rent 
must  be  paid  with,  nor  any  shopkeeper,  tradesman,  or 
labourer  live  at  lower  expense  for  food  and  clothing 
than  he  did  before. 

I  have  been  the  larger  upon  this  first  head,  because 
the  same  observations  will  clear  up  and  strengthen  a 
good  deal  of  what  I  shall  affirm  upon  the  rest. 

The  second  maxim  of  those  who  reason  upon  trade 
and  government  is  to  assert  that  low  interest  is  a  certain 
sign  of  great  plenty  of  money  in  a  nation,  for  which,  aa 
in  many  other  articles,  they  produce  the  examples  of 
Holland  and  England.  But  with  relation  to  Ireland 
this  maxim  is  likewise  entirely  false. 

There  are  two  reasons  for  the  lowness  of  interest  in 
any  country.  First,  that  which  is  usually  alleged,  the 
great  plenty  of  species;  and  this  is  obvious.  The 
second  is  want  of  trade,  which  seldom  fails  under 
common  observation,  although  it  be  equally  true ;  for 
where  trade  is  altogether  discouraged  there  are  few 
borrowers.  In  those  countries  where  men  can  employ 
a  large  stock,  the  young  merchant,  whose  fortune  may 
be  400/.  or  500/.,  will  venture  to  borrow  as  much  more, 
and  can  afford  a  reasonable  interest  Neither  is  it 
easy  at  this  day  to  find  many  of  those  whose  business 
reaches  to  employ  even  so  inconsiderable  a  sum,  except 
among  the  importers  of  wine,  who  as  they  have  most 
part  of  the  present  trade  in  these  parts  of  Ireland  in 
their  banfls,  so  they  are  the  most  exorbitant,  exacting, 
fraudulent  dealers  that  ever  trafficked  in  any  nation, 
and  are  making  all  possible  speed  to  ruin  both  them- 
selves and  the  nation. 

From  this  defect  of  gentlemen's  not  knowing  how  to 
dispose  of  their  ready  money,  arises  the  high  purcliase 
of  land,  which  in  all  other  countries  is  reckoned  a  sign 
of  wealth.  For  the  frugal  squires,  who  live  below  their 
incomes,  have  no  other  way  to  dispose  of  their  savings 
but  by  mortgage  or  purchase,  by  which  tlie  rates  of 
land  must  naturally  increase ;  and  if  this  trade  con- 
tinues long,  under  the  uncertainty  of  rents,  the  landod 
men  of  ready  money  will  find  it  more  for  their  advan- 
tage to  send  their  cash  to  England  and  place  it  in  the 
funds ;  which  I  myself  am  determined  to  do  the  first 
considerable  sum  I  shall  be  master  of. 

It  has  likewise  been  a  maxim  among  politiciani^ 
'  Thow  of  Charkia  II.  and  Janes  U. 
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luflfer  by  hu  ml«toke.  I  dare  venture  to  affirm,  in 
favour  of  that  good  pot-herb,  that  Bweet-marjoram  is 
not  improper  eiUier  in  broth  or  heroics. 

Though  I  think  what  has  been  urged  is  sufficient  to 
weigh  in  favour  of  the  faculty  I  have  here  espoused, 
yet,  upon  occasion,  I  would  allow  all  this  to  go  for 
nothing,  and  place  the  controveray  upon  auothei^  foot- 
ing, and  argue  from  the  natural  dignity  of  medicine 
itself  and  Sie  universal  use  and  benefit  of  it  to  maii- 
kind ;  for  it  is  well  known  that  physic  has  been  always 
ijecessary  to  the  world  and  what  mankind  cannot  be 
without  It  has  been  requisito  in  all  ages  and  places ; 
which  is  more  than  can  be  asserted  in  behalf  of  law, 
either  civil  or  canon.  I  do  not  believe  they  know 
anything  of  these  in  China  or  the  Af ogul's  country ; 
but  we  know  they  do  of  physic,  which  prevails  in  the 
East,  which  supplies  us  witti  great  part  of  our  materia 
medica ;  and  no  Englishman  ought  in  gratitude  to 
Ibrget  that  the  greatest  genius  and  honour  of  England 
was  cured  of  a  tit  of  the  gout  by  a  salutary  moss  from 
the  East.' 

But  this  is  not  all :  The  force  of  physic  goes  further 
than  the  body,  and  is  of  use  in  relieving  the  mind 
under  most  of  its  disorders :  and  this  I  dare  venture  to 
affirm,  having  frequently  made  the  experiment  upon 
my  own  person  with  never-failing  success ;  and 
this  I  did  by  the  direction  of  my  worthy  parish 
minister,  who  is  indeed  an  excellent  divine,  and  withal 
on  able  physician ;  and  a  good  physician  only  to  be 
the  better  divine.  That  good  man  has  often  quieted 
my  conscience  with  an  emetic,  has  dissipated  trouble- 
•ome  thoughts  with  a  cordial  or  exhilarating  drops,  has 
cured  me  of  a  love-fit  by  breathing  a  vein,  and 
removed  anger  and  revenge  by  the  prescription  of  a 
draught,  thence  called  bitter ;  and  in  these  and  other 
instances  has  convinced  me  that  physic  is  Of  use  to  the 
very  soul,  as  far  as  that  depends  on  tbe  crisis  of  the 
body: 

-^— ^Hsnloai  tanare  corpus  ut  ttgruin 

Geraioiiis,  el  fleeli  ModlcliiA  posae  videmiu. «—  Lcoarr. 

And  I  am  so  fully  persuaded  of  this,  that  1  never  see  a 
wretch  go  to  execution  but  I  lament  that  he  hod  not 
been  in  the  hands  of  a  good  physician,  who  would 
have  corrected  these  peccant  humours  of  his  body 
which  brought  him  to  mat  untimely  death. 

Now  con  anything  like  this  be  pleaded  in  behalf  of 
one  or  other  of  the  two  laws  we  are  dealing  with,  or  of 
both  together  f  By  the  way,  I  must  observe  here,  that 
these  two  laws,  civil  and  canon,  are  put  in  couples  for 
their  nnluckiness,  and  I  think  they  ought  to  be  muzxled 
too.  And  here  lies  the  disadvantage  of  the  present 
dispute :  physic  we  know  is  a  plain  simple  thing : 
now  that  this  single  faculty,  witnout  one  friend  on 
earth  to  take  its  part  and  be  a  second,  should  dispute 
with  a  pair  at  once,  is  as  if  one  poor  blood-hound 
Aould  engage  with  a  couple  of  mostifl's ;  or  that  a  man 
should  fight  a  gentleman  and  his  lackey,  or  with  a 
single  rapier  against  sword  and  pistol ;  it  is  very  foul 
play,  and  stsnders-by  should  interpose,  so  hard  are  the 
terms  of  this  debate ;  but  there  is  no  help  for  it :  these 
two'fast  friends  can  scarce  be  {jorted,  and  are  seldom 
found  asunder ;  they  must  rise>And  fall  together.  My 
Lord  Bacon  used  to  say,  very  familiarly,  *^  When  I 
rise,  my  a —  rises  with  me.''  I  ask  pardon  for  the 
rudeness  of  the  allusion;  but  it  is  certain  that  the 
canon-l&w  is  but  the  tail,  the  fag-end,  or  footman,  of 
the  civil,  and,  like  vermin  in  rotten  wood,  rote  in  the 
church  in  the  age  of  its  corruption,  and  when  it  wanted 
physic  to  purge  it. 

Bnt  I  am  weary  of  proving  so  plain  a  point.  To  me 
it  is  clear  beyond  contradiction,  that  the  antiquity  and 
dignity  of  physic  do  give  it  lihe  precedence  of  civil 

*  Sn*  Sir  William  Temple's  eany  "  On  tlie  cure  of  Gout  by 
'^tza."  an  Indian  moii  wo  called. 


law  and  its  Mend.  V  could  hew  very  easily  stop  the 
mouth  of  ecclesiastical  civilians,  by  on  example  or  two 
of  great  authority ;  but  I  hope  they  will  take  the  hhit, 
and  save  m*  the  trouble :  and  fbr  lay-professors  I  will 
only  say,  he  that  is  not  convinced,  has  little  sense  not 
only  e»f  religion  (perhaps  that  is  their  least  consider- 
ation), but  of  good  manners  and  loyalty  and  good 
fellowship.  The  blood  of  the  de  Mtdicis  flows  in  tlie 
best  veins  of  Europe;  and  I  know  not  how  far  any 
sligbt  offered  to  tbe  faculty  may  exasperate  the  preeent 
king  of  France  or  the  grand  duke,  to  a  resentmetil 
prejudicial  to  oar  wines  nnd  the  public  peace  and 
the  present  posture  of  affairs.  All  that  love  their 
country  and  right  good  Florence,  will  perceive  by 
this  on  which  side  of  the  argument  they  ought  to 
Appear. 

And  now,  for  the  unirersal  peace  of  mankind,  I 
make  the  fbllowing  rule  to  be  observed  by  all  pro- 
fessors in  each  faculty  and  their  undewtraupers :  I 
decree  that  a  doctor  of  physic  shall  take  place  of  a 
doetor  of  laws ;  a  surgeon,  of  an  advocate  ;  an  apothe- 
cary, of  a  proctor  of  office  y  and  a  tooth-drawer,  of  a 
register  in  the  court.  !  intended  this  for  a  parallel ; 
but  here  it  fails  me,  and  the  lines  meet.* 

I  shall  now  only  obsenre  ftirther,  that  as  the  case 
seems  desperate  on  the  side  of  civilians  in  point  of 
reason,  so  I  hear  they  liavc  another  game  to  play,  and 
are  for  appealing  to  authority ;  as  I  have  Known  a 
school-boy  fiiirly  beaten  at  cuffs,  run  with  a  bloody 
nose  to  complain  to  his  master.  I  am  credibly  in- 
formed, there  is  a  design  on  foot  to  bring  in  heads  of  a 
bill  in  favour  of  civilians  next  session  of  parliament : 
but  how  generous  that  sort  of  proceeding  is  I  leave  the 
world  to  judge.  I  am  but  one,  and  will  certainly 
oppose  any  such  motion  in  my  place ;  though,  from 
the  number  of  civilians  in  tbe  house,  I  have  reason  to 
appneheud  it  will  be  to  little  purpose.  The  college,  a 
true  alma  mater,  has  dubbed  most  of  us  doctors,  aiid 
has  been  more  wise  than  Christian  in  her  favours  of 
that  kind ;  for  rfie  has  not  given  hoping  for  nothing 
again. 

But  here  I  enter  nry  protest  against  all  designs  thai 
may  any  way  prejudice  so  great  and  illustrious  a  body 
of  men  as  our  college  of  physicians  are ;  and  I  alidll 
take  care  to  draw  out  the  substance  of  this  argumetit, 
and  present  it,  in  short  heads,  to  each  member  at  a 
proper  time  :  and  not  without  some  hopes  that  reason 
may  weigh  them. 

In  tbe  mean  time  I  hope  a  worthy  gentleman,  a 
member  of  our  house,  will  stand  up  on  that  occasion, 
and  assert  the  rights  of  a  fkculty  which  be  has  entered 
into  and  does  an  honour  to :  it  must  be  remembered 
to  his  credit  that  being  equally  skilled  in  physic  and 
civil  law,  and  perhaps  in  divinity  as  well  as  either,  he 
chose  to  commence  in  medicine,  having  chiefly  qua- 
lified himself  for  that  noble  faculty  by  repeated  travels, 
and  enriched  his  mind  with  many  curious  observations;, 
which  the  worid  may,  in  time,  expect  incredible  be- 
nefit from. 

If  any  man  thinks  fit  to  reply  to  tliis  argument,  and 
rectify  any  mistakes  in  it,  I  desire  him  to  jireserve  bis 
temper,  and  debate  the  matter  with  the  same  coolness 
that  I  have  done,  that  lA)  blood  may  be  drawn  in  the 
controversy,  nor  any  reason  given  me  to  complain  of 
"  civilii  vuinera  dextntt^  As  conviction  chiefly  engaged 
me  on  the  side  of  physicians,  so  in  some  measure  a 
sense  of  gratitude  for  a  faculty  to  which  I  owe  the 
comforts  of  life,  and  perhaps  life  itself,  having  received 
ftcftxi  it  unspeakable  ease  in  the  two  inveterate  dis- 
tempers of  the  spleen  and  the  gout 
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MAXIMS  CONTROLLED  IN  IRELANDji 

TUB  TBlfTH  Of  MAXIBIS  IN  8TAT&  AND 
OOVEHNMBNT  BXAMINED. 
Wmi  MiFBRBNGE  TO  IRBIAND. 


DuewMv^  Mr.  Bvkc  m  "«  ooUaolioa  of  StaM  Fandoxoi, 
«bDaiKlia|{  With  mat  wiue  and  peoetntion.  and  OQ  a  very 

i«itii4taat  Mlgect. ' 

■  ^    ^      II     ■  ■  «.i »ii  f  ■ 

Thue  an  cerUin  maximt  of  state,  founded  upon  loug 

tWirafiim  ami  experiaiioe,  drawn  irom  the  comtant 

foakt  of  the  wieeet  natioi)e»  and  from  tlie  ?ery  prin- 

uflm  d  govanncut,  nor  even  «<Mitri>Ued  by  any  writer 

upoB  politiGa.    Vet  all  theie  maxime  do  oecetearUy 

|Ncni|90M  a  kingdom  or  ooamonwealth  to  bare  the 

nmt  utural  righla  common  to  the ,  rest  of  mankind 

vbo  hare  entered  into  civil  societv ;  for  if  we  could 

onceiTe  a  oatioo  where  eacb  of  the  inhabitants  bad 

but  one  rye,  one  Itg^  and  one  hand,  it  is  plain,  before 

you  conki  ioititiila  tliem  into  a  republic,  that  an  idlow- 

SMC  Butft  he  made  for  those  material  defects  wherein 

tiny  lUflSoed  from  other  mortals.    Or  imagine  a  l^is- 

ladire  fixiaiiig  a  system  (at  the  goYemmeut  of  bedlun, 

aad  pnoeeding    upon  the  maxim  that  man  is  a  so- 

riable  sDimsl,  should  draw  them  out  of  their  cells, 

•ad  ffXB  them  into  oorporatioos  or  general  assemblies  ; 

tb«  cooKqaeoce  mi^ht  probablv  l^  that  they  would 

£ill  foul  on  each  other,  or  bum.  toe  bouse  over  ^eir  own 

bndft. 

Of  the  like  nature  are  innumerable  errors  committed 
by  crude  and  short  thinkers,  who  reason  upon  general 
tvpirs  vitfaout  die  least  allowance  for  the  most  im<» 
lutiflt  eiicumstancei^  which  quite  alter  the  nature  of 
iWcue. 

Tki  has  been  the  fiite  of  those  small  dealers  who  are 
ererr  day  publishing  their  thoughts,  either  on  paper  or 
ja  tikeir  a«embiies»  for  improving  the  trade  of  Ireland, 
and  raferring  us  to  the  practice  and  example  of  £ng- 
haii.  Hdllaody  France,  or  other  nations. 

1  ihall  therefore  examine  certain  maxims  of  govem- 
m<nt,vhich  generallT-  pass  for  uncontrolled  in  the 
vorld,  and  consider  how  tar  they  will  suit  with  the 
fntoil  cooditioii  of  this  kingdom. 

y^  It  is  affirmed  by  wise  men  that  the  deamess 
«f  ttibp  necessary  for  life  in  a  fruitful  country  is  a 
^tf^ia  iign  of  wealth  and  great  commerce,  for  when 
*ocb  utewaries  are  deer,  it  must  absolutely  follow  thai 
iB^wy  ii  cheap  and  plentiful. 

fiat  diif  ii  manifptrfly  false  in  Ireland,  for  the  follow- 
"^  KMs.  Some  years  ago  the  species  of  money  here 
dfd  profaahly  amount  to  600,000/.  or  700,000/.,  and  I 
kiTf  good  cause  to  believe  that  our  remittances  then 
«.J  out  much  exceed  die  cash  brought  in  to  us.  But 
V  li»  ^irodigious  discouragements  we  have  since  re- 
ceived in  every  branch  of  our  trade  by  the  frequent 
e-jfjrcfoieDt  and  rigorous  execution  of  the  navigation 
*''.  th«  tyranny  of  under  custom-house  officers,  the 
j'-tfl;  addition  of  absentees,  tbepayments  to  rcpiroents 
Atnisd,  til  civil  and  militaiy  omceis  residing  in  £ug- 
uo"!.  the  unexpected  sudden  demands  of  great  sums 
&Min  the  trraaory,  aixd  some  otlier  drains  of  perhaps  as 
r««t  oomcqucnce,  we  mw  see  ourselves  reduced  to  a 
^*i^  (lijice  we  have  no  friends)  of  being  pitied  by  our 
^itTDici,  at  leait  if  our  enemies  were  of  such  a  kind  as 
*•■  W  capable  of  any  regard  towards  us  except  of  hatred 
«:i<l  contempt. 

Flirty  yean  are  now  passed  since  the  Revolution, 
"hni  the  coDieiition  of  the  British  empire  was,  most 
ti-frtojiately  for  us  and  altogether  against  the  usual 
t4if  ^  of  such  mighty  changes  in  government,  decidtnl 
•  1  tU  least  important  nation,  but  with  such  ravages 
<^<i  min  executed  on  both  sides,  as  to  leave  the  king- 
^  a  dreert,  which  in  some  sort  it  still  continues. 
Neither  did  the  long  rebellions  in  1641  make  half  such 
*  8sB  aa  Eaaay  on  the  Abstudities  in  Eng land. 


a  destruction  of  houses,  plantations,  and  personal  wcslth» 
in  both  kingdoms,  as  two  years*  campaigns  did  in  ours, 
by  fighting  England's  battles. 

By  slow  degrees^  as  by  the  gentle  treatment  we  re- 
ceived  under  two  auspicious  reigns,*  we  grew  able  to 
live  without  ruuniiig  in  debt.  Our  absentees  were  but 
few ;  we  had  great  indulgence  in  trade,  and  a  consider- 
able share  in  employments  of  church  and  state ;  and 
while  the  short  leases  continued,  which  were  let  some 
years  after  tlie  war  ended,  tenants  paid  their  rents  with 
ease  and  cheerfulness,  to  the  great  regret  of  their  laud- 
lords,  who  had  taken  up  a  spirit  of  opposition  that  is 
not  easily  removed.  And  although,  in  these  short 
leases,  the  rent  was  gradually  to  increase  after  short 
neriodsu  yet  as  soon  as  the  terms  elapsed,  the  land  was 
let  to  the  highest  bidder,  most  commonly  without  the 
least  effectuiU  clause  for  building  or  planting.  Yet, 
by  many  advantages,  which  this  island  tlien  ]x)aBessed 
and  has  since  utterly  lost,  the  rents  of  lands  still  grew 
higher  upon  every  lease  that  expired,  till  they  have 
arrived  at  the  present  exorbitance ;  when  the  frog,  over- 
swelling  himself,  burst  at  last. 

With  the  price  of  land  of  necessity  rose  that  at  com 
and  cattle,  and  all  other  commodities  that  farmers  deal 
in;  hence  likewise,  obviously,  the  rates  of  all  goods 
and  manufactures  among  shopkeepers,  the  wages  of 
servants,  and  hire  of  labourers.  But  although  our 
miseries  came  on  fast,  with  neither  trade  nor  money 
left ;  yet  neither  will  the  landlord  abate  in  his  rent, 
nor  can  the  tenant  abate  in  the  price  of  what  that  rent 
must  be  paid  with,  nor  any  shopkeeper,  tradesman,  or 
labourer  live  at  lower  expense  for  food  and  clothing 
than  he  did  befure. 

I  have  been  the  larger  upon  this  first  head,  because 
the  same  observations  will  clear  up  and  strengthen  a 
good  deal  of  what  I  shall  affirm  upon  the  rest. 

The  second  maxim  of  those  who  reason  upon  trade 
and  government  is  to  assert  that  low  interest  is  a  certain 
sign  of  great  plenty  of  money  in  a  nation,  for  which,  as 
in  many  other  articles,  they  produce  the  examples  of 
Holland  and  England.  But  with  relation  to  Iselaud 
this  maxim  is  likewise  entirely  false. 

There  are  two  reasons  for  the  lowness  of  interest  in 
any  country.  First,  that  which  is  usually  alleged,  the 
great  plenty  of  species;  and  this  is  obvious.  The 
second  is  want  of  trade,  which  seldom  falls  under 
common  observation,  although  it  be  equally  true ;  for 
whexe  trade  is  altogether  discouraged  there  are  few 
borrowers.  In  those  countries  where  men  can  employ 
a  large  stock,  the  young  merchant,  whose  fortune  may 
be  400/.  or  500/.,  will  venture  to  borrow  as  much  more, 
and  can  afford  a  reasonable  interest.  Neither  is  it 
easy  at  this  day  to  find  many  of  those  whose  business 
reaches  to  employ  even  so  inconsiderable  a  sum,  except 
among  the  importers  of  wine,  who  as  they  have  most 
part  of  the  present  trade  in  these  parts  of  Ireland  in 
their  hanrls,  so  they  are  the  most  exorbitant,  exacting, 
fraudulent  dealers  that  ever  trafficked  in  any  nation, 
and  are  making  all  possible  speed  to  ruin  both  them- 
selves and  the  nation. 

From  this  defect  of  geutlemen^s  not  knowing  how  to 
dispose  of  their  ready  money,  arises  the  high  purchase 
of  land,  which  in  all  other  countries  is  reckoned  a  sign 
of  wealth.  For  the  frugal  squires,  who  live  below  their 
incomes,  have  no  other  way  to  dispose  of  their  savings 
but  by  mortgage  or  purchase,  by  which  the  rates  of 
land  must  naturally  increase ;  and  if  this  trade  con- 
tinues long,  under  the  uncertainty  of  rents,  the  laud«Hi 
men  of  ready  money  will  find  it  more  for  their  advan- 
tage to  send  their  cash  to  England  and  place  it  in  the 
funds ;  which  I  myself  am  determined  to  do  the  first 
considerable  sum  1  shall  be  master  of. 

It  has  likewise  been  a  maxim  among  politicians^ 
•  Tliosc  of  Charlus  II.  and  James  U. 
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'^  That  the  great  increase  of  buildings  in  the  metropo- 
lis argues  a  flourishing  state/*  But  this,  I  confess,  nas 
been  controlled  from  the  example  of  London  ;  when, 
by  the  long  and  annual  parliamentary  session,  such  a 
number  of  senators,  with  their  families,  friends,  ad- 
herents, and  expectants,  draw  such  prodigious  numbers 
to  that  city,  that  the  old  hospitable  custom  of  lords  and 
gentlemen  living  in  their  ancient  seats  among  their 
tenants  is  almost  lost  in  England, — is  laughed  out  of 
doors,  insomuch  that  in  the  middle  of  summer  a  legal 
house  of  lords  and  commons  might  be  brought  in  a  few 
hours  to  London  from  their  country  villas  witibin  twelve 
miles  round. 

The  case  in  Ireland  is  yet  somewhat  worse,  for  the 
absentees  of  great  estates,  who  if  they  lived  at  home 
would  have  many  rich  retainers  in  their  neighbour- 
hoods, have  learned  to  rack  their  lands  and  shorten 
their  leases  as  much  as  any  residing  squire,  and  the 
few  remaining  of  those  latter  having  some  vain  hope  of 
employments  for  themselves  or  their  children,  and  dis- 
couraged by  the  beggarliness  and  thievery  of  their  own 
miserable  farmers  and  cottagers,  or  seduced  by  the 
vanity  of  their  wives  on  pretence  of  their  children's 
education  (whereof  the  fruits  are  so  apparent),  together 
with  that  most  wonderful,  and  yet  mure  unaccountable, 
xeal  for  a  seat  in  their  assembly,  though  at  some  years* 
purchase  of  their  whole  estates ;  these  and  some  otiber 
motives  have  drawn  such  concourse  to  this  beg- 
garly city,  that  the  dealers  of  the  several  branches  of 
building  have  found  out  all  the  commodious  and  in- 
riting  places  for  erecting  new  houses,  while  1500  of 
^e  old  ones,  which  is  a  seventh  part  of  the  whole  city, 
are  said  to  be  left  uninhabited  and  falling  to  ruin. 
Their  method  is  the  same  with  that  which  was  first  in- 
troduced by  Dr.  Barebone  at  London,  who  died  a 
bankrupt  The  mason,  the  bricklayer,  the  carpenter, 
the  slater,  and  the  glaxier,  take  a  lot  of  ground,  club 
to  build  one  or  more  houses,  unite  their  credit,  their 
stock,  and  their  money,  and  wlien  their  work  is  finished 
sell  it  to  the  best  advantage  they  can.  But  as  it  often 
happens,  and  more  every  day,  mat  their  fund  will  not 
answer  half  their  design,  they  are  forced  to  undersell  it 
at  the  first  story  and  are  all  reduced  to  beggary  :  inso- 
much that  I  Know  a  certain  fanatic  brewer,  who  is 
leported  to  have  some  hundreds  of  houses  in  this  town, 
u  said  to  have  purchased  the  greatest  part  of  them  at 
half  value  from  ruined  undertakers,— 4ias  intelligence 
of  all  new  houses  where  the  finbhing  is  at  a  stand, 
takes  advantage  of  the  builder*s  distress,  and  by  the 
advantage  a(  read/  money,  gets  50ptr  end.  at  least  for 
his  bargain. 

It  is  another  undisputed  maxim  in  government, 
''  That  people  are  the  riches  of  a  nation,**  which  is  so 
universally  granted  that  it  will  be  hardly  pardonable 
to  bring  it  into  doubt  And  I  will  grant  it  to  be  so 
far  true,  even  in  this  island,  that  if  we  had  the  African 
custom  or  privilege  of  selling  our  useless  bodies  for 
slaves  to  foreigners,  it  would  be  the  most  useful  branch 
of  our  trade,  by  ridding  us  of  a  most  unsupportable 
burden  and  bringing  us  money  in  the  stead.  But  in 
our  present  situation,  at  least  five  children  in  six  who 
are  bum  lie  a  dead  weight  upon  us  for  want  of  em- 
plc^ment  And  a  very  skilful  computer  assured  me, 
that  above  one  half  of  the  souls  in  this  kingdom  sup- 
purted  themselves  by  begging  and  thievery,  two-thirds 
whereof  would  be  able  to  get  their  bread  in  any  other 
country  upon  earth.  Trade  is  the  only  incitement  to 
labuur,  where  that  fails  the  poorer  native  must  either 
beg,  steal,  or  starve,  or  be  forced  to  quit  his  country. 
This  has  made  me  often  wish  for  some  years  past,  that 
instead  of  discouraging  our  people  from  seeking  foreign 
soil,  the  public  would  rather  pay  for  transporting  idl 
our  unnecessary  mortals,  whether  papists  or  protestants, 
to  America,  as  drawbacks  are  sometimes  allowed  for 


exporting  commodities  wheie  a  nation  is  overstocked. 
I  confess  myself  to  be  touched  with  very  seasiUs 
pleasure  when  I  hear  of  a  mortality  in  any  country 
parish  or  village,  where  the  wretches  an  forced  to  pay 
for  a  filthy  cabin  and  two  ridges  of  potatoes  treble  the 
worth,  —  brought  up  to  steal  or  beg,  for  want  of 
work, — to  whom  death  would  be  the  best  thing  to  be 
wished  for  on  aeoount  both  of  themselves  and  the 
public. 

Among  all  taxes  imposed  by  the  legislature,  those 
upon  luxury  are  miivenally  aUowed  to  be  the  moit 
equitable  and  beneficial  to  the  anbiect,  and  the  cons- 
monest  reasoner  on  government  might  fill  a  voliinM 
with  arguments  on  the  subject.  Yet  here  again,  by  the 
singular  fate  of  Ireland,  this  maxim  is  utterly  fklie, 
and  the  putting  of  it  in  practice  may  have  such  a  per« 
nicious  consequence  as  I  certainly  bdieve  the  thought! 
of  the  proposers  were  not  able  to  reach. 

The  miseries  we  suffer  by  our  abaentees  are  of  a  far 
more  extensive  nature  than  seems  to  be  commonly  on> 
derstood.  I  must  vindicate  myself  to  the  reader  so  &r, 
as  to  declare  solemnly  that  what  I  shall  My  of  tfaow 
lords  and  squires  does  not  arise  from  the  least  regard  I 
have  for  their  undeittandings,  their  virtues,  or  their 
persons ;  for  although  I  have  not  the  honour  of  the 
least  acquaintance  with  any  one  among  them  (mj 
ambition  not  soaring  so  high),  yet  I  am  too  good  a 
witness  of  the  situation  they  have  been  in  for  30  yean 
past;  the  veneration  paid  them  by  the  people,  the  high 
esteem  they  are  in  among  the  prime  nobility  and 
gentry,  the  particular  marks  of  fkvour  and  distinction 
they  receive  fhmi  the  court;  the  vei^t  and  con^ 
quenoe  of  their  interest,  added  to  their  great  aeal  and 
application  for  preventing  any  hardships  their  country 
might  suffer  from  England,  wisely  considering  that 
their  own  fortunes  and  honours  were  embarked  in  tke 
same  bottom. 


THE     BLUNDERS,     DEFICIENCIES 
DISTRESSES,  AND  MISFORTUNES 
OF  QUILCA* 

PBOPOSBD  TO  CONTAIN  21  TOLUM  KB  IN  QOABTO. 

Btgw  Aprils,  1734,  ami  tobeamtimud  lfW%,i/ 
due  Eneouragement  he  gwen. 

But  one  lock  and  a  half  in  the  whole  house. 

The  key  of  the  garden  door  lost 

Tlie  empty  bottles  all  uncleanable. 

The  vessels  for  drink  very  few  and  leaky. 

The  new  house  all  going  to  ruin  before  it  is  finished. 

One  hinge  of  the  street-door  broke  off,  and  the  people 
forced  to  go  out  and  come  in  at  the  back-door. 

The  door  of  the  dean*B  bedchamber  fiill  of  large 
chinks. 

The  beaulet  letting  in  so  much  wind  that  it  almost 
blows  out  the  caudles. 

The  dean's  bed  threatening  every  nigbt  to  fall  undo 
him. 

The  little  table  loose  and  broken  in  the  joints. 

The  passages  open  over  head,  by  which  the  cati  pan 
continually  into  the  cellar  and  eat  the  victuals,  for 
which  one  was  tried,  condemned,  and  executed  by  the 
sword. 

The  large  table  in  a  very  tottering  condition. 

But  one  chair  in  the  house  fit  for  sitting  on,  and  that 
in  a  very  ill  state  of  health. 

The  kitchen  perpetually  crowded  with  savages. 

Not  a  bit  of  mutton  to  be  had  in  the  country. 

Want  of  beds,  and  a  mutiny  thereupon  among  fiie 
servants  until  supplied  firom  Kells. 

•  QuUo.  a  country  leat  of  Mr.  Sheridan,  kni  to  the  dean  ••  • 

•ammer  residetioe. 
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An  egragioiif  wantofaU  the  moit  common  necemary 


Not  a  bit  of  turf  diu  cold  weather ;  and  Mxt.  John- 
and  the  dean  in  person,  witii  all  tiieir  serrantiy 
foToed  to  utist  at  die  Bog,  In  gathering  up  the  wet 

boMome  of  old  rlnnripf. 

The  grate  in  the  ladies*  bedchamber  broke,  and 
forced  to  be  remoTed,  by  which  they  were  compelled 
ti>  br  without  fire,  the  chimney  smoking  intolerably ; 
and  the  dean  a  great-coat  was  employ^  to  stop  the 
wind  from  coming  down  the  chimney,  widioat  which 
expedient  they  must  have  been  starved  to  death. 

A  miwsiniiii  sent  a  mile  to  barrow  an  old  broken 


Bottles  atopped  with  bits  of  wood  and  tow,  instead 
of  coiks. 

Not  one  utenail  for  a  fire,  except  an  old  pair  of  tongs, 
which  travels  through  the  house,  and  is  likewise 
employed  to  take  the  meat  out  of  the  pot,  for  want  of 
afl«h.foA. 

Every  sorvant  an  arrant  thief  as  to  victuals  and 
drink,  and  every  oomer  and  goer  asarrant  a  tiiief  of 
everyduttg  he  or  she  can  lay  their  hands  on. 

The  ^lit  blunted  with  poking  into  bogs  for  timber, 
and  tean  the  meat  to  pieces. 

BeUmm  atfmfmmmam:  or  a  kitchen  war  between 
nune  and  a  nasty  crew  of  both  sexes ;  she  to  preserve 
order  and  cleanliness,  they  to  destroy  botib ;  uid  they 
generally  are  eonqueroii. 

Aprii  28.     This  morning  the  great  fore-door  ouite 
open,   dancing  backward  and  forward  with  all  its 
reiffat  onoii  the  lower  hinge,  which  must  have  been 


in  their  neighbourhood  all  things  are  in  a  flourishing 
condition,  the  rent  and  purchase  of  land  every  day 
increasing.  And  if  a  gentleman  happen  to  be  a  little 
more  sincere  in  his  representation,  besides  being  looked 
on  as  not  well-afiected,  he  is  sure  to  have  a  doien 
contradictors  at  his  dhow.  I  think  it  is  no  manner  of 
secret,  why  these  questions  are  so  cordially  asked  or 
so  obUgingly  answered. 

But  since,  with  regard  to  the  affairs  of  this  kingdom 
I  have  been  using  all  endeavours  to  subdue  my  indig- 
nation ;  to  which  indeed  I  am  not  provoked  by  any 
personal  interest,  not  being  the  owner  of  one  spot  of 
ground  in  the  whole  island ;  I  shall  only  enumemte, 
by  rules  generally  known  and  never  contradicted,  what 
are  the  true  causes  of  any  country *s  flourishing  and 
growing  rich;  and  then  examine  what  effects  arise 
ftom  those  causes  in  the  kingdom  of  Ireland. 

The  first  cause  of  a  kingdom's  thriving  is  the  froit- 
fulness  of  the  soil  to  produce  the  necessaries  and  conve- 
niences of  life,  not  only  sufficient  for  the  inhabitants 
but  fur  exportation  into  other  countries* 

The  second  is  the  industry  of  the  people  in  working 
up  all  their  native  commodities  to  the  lostdqg^ee  of 
manufocture. 

The  third  is  the  conveniency  of  safe  ports  and  havens^ 
to  carry  out  tlieir  own  goods  as  much  manufactuied, 
and  bring  in  those  of  others  aa  little  manulibctuied,  as 
the  nature  of  mutual  commerce  will  allow. 

The  fourth  is  that  the  natives  should,  as  much  as 
possible^  export  and  import  their  gooda  in  vessels  of  their 
own  timber,  made  in  their  own  country. 

The  fifth  is  the  |]rivilcige  of  a  free  trade  in  aU  foreign 


hraken  if  the  dean  had  not  aecident^y  come  and  I  coontries  which  will  permit  them,  except  those  who  are 
~'''      '  '^  in  war  with  their  own  prince  or  state. 

The  sixtib  is  by  being  governed  only  by  laws  made 
with  their  own  6onsent^  for  otherwise  they  are  not  a  free 
people.  And  therefore  all  appeals  for  juataoe  or  appli- 
cations for  favour  or  preferment,  to  another  country,  ai« 
so  many  grievous  impoverishments. 

The  seventh  is  by  improvement  of  land,  encourage- 
ment of  agriculture^  and  thereby  increasing  the  number 
of  their  people  without  which  any  country,  however 
blessed  by  nature,  must  continue  poor. 

Theei^h  is  the  icsidenoe  of  the  prince  or  chief 
administrator  oi  the  civil  power. 
^  The  ninth  is  the  concourse  of  foreigners,  for  educa- 
tion, curiosity,  or  pleasure,  or  as  to  a  general  mart  of 
trade. 

The  tenth  is  by  disposing  all  ofiloes  of  honour,  profit; 
or  trust,  only  to  the  natives,  or  at  least  with  very  few 
exceptions,  where  strangers  have  long  inhabited  the 
country  and  are  supposed  to  understand  and  regard  the 
interests  of  it  as  their  own. 
The  eleventh  is  when  the  rents  of  land  and  profits  of 


Believed  it 

A  great  hole  in  the  floor  of  the  ladies*  chamber, 
every  boor  haxaidiog  a  broken  leg. 

Two  <iamiiable  iron  spikes  erect  on  the  dean*s  bed- 
stead, by  which  he  is  in  danger  of  a  broken  shin  at 
rising  and  going  to  bed. 

The  ladies*  and  dean's  servants  growing  fast  into  the 
nanntn  and  tiiieveries  of  the  natives ;  dw  ladies  them- 
srhe*  very  much  corrupted;  the  dean  nerpetoally 
etorming,  and  in  danger  of  eidier  losing  all  nis  flesh 
er  fixikmg  into  barbarity  for  die  sake  of  peace. 

Mrs.  DiBgicy  Ibll  of  cares  for  herself,  and  blunders 
and  uegligence  for  her  frienda.  Mrs.  Johnson  sick  and 
belplcaL  Hw  dean  deaf  and  fretting ;  the  lady's  maid 
awkward  and  clumsy;  Robert  hij  and  forgetful; 
William  a  pragmatical,  ignorant,  and  conceited 
pippy;  Robin  ioA.  nurse  &e  two  great  and  only 
SQpports  of  dw  (amily. 

BrAtm  iad^rnm .-  or  the  milky  battle,  fought  between 
the  dean  and  the  crew  of  Quilca ;  the  latter  insisting 
CO  their  privilege  of  not  milking  till  eleven  in  the 

funanaa^  whereas  Mrs.  Johnson  wanted  milk  at  eight  I  employment  are  spent  in  the  country  which  produced 
fjr  her  health.     In  this  battle  the  dean  irot  the  victorv :     them,  and  not  in  another,  the  former  of  which  will 


f  jr  her  health.  In  this  battle  the  dean  got  the  victory ; 
bat  the  crew  of  Quilca  begin  to  rebel  again,  for  it  is 
tKit  day  almost  ten  o'clock,  and  Mrs.  Johnson  has  not 
gut  her  milk. 

A  t>tuvqb  OD  the  hunness  and  lodgings  of  the  ser^ 
vants :  **  The  woree  their  sty — (he  longer  they  lie.** 

Two  great  holes  in  the  wall  of  the  ladies*  hed- 
rhunher,  just  at  the  back  of  the  bed,  and  one  of  them 
42f«cf  ly  behind  Mrs.  Johnson  s  pillow,  either  of  which 

vvmld  blow  oat  a  candle  in  die  calmest  day. 

- —         -—  ■    ---■■'-  -.  —  ..--■■  — ■  -  .■_      J  - 

A  SHORT  VIEW 

OF  THE  STATE  OF  IRELAND.    1727. 

f  kM  aasmcd,  that  it  baa  for  some  time  been  practised 
as  a  T*ff*^^  of  making  men's  court  when  they  are 
MUd  about  the  rate  A  lands,  the  abilities  of  the 
taiantn.  the  state  of  trade  and  manufacture  in  this 
k'nigdom  and  bow  their  rents  are  paid ;  to  answer  that 


them,  and  not  in  another,  the  former  of  wfiich  will 
certainly  happen  where  the  love  of  our  native  country 
prevails. 

The  twelfUi  is  by  the  public  revenues  being  all  spent 
and  employed  at  home,  except  on  the  occasions  of  a 
foreign  war. 

The  thirteenth  is  where  the  people  are  not  obliged, 
unless  they  find  it  for  their  own  interest  or  conveni- 
ency, to  receive  any  moneys,  except  of  Uieir  o«m  coin- 
age by  a  public  mint,  after  the  manner  of  all  civiliied 
nations. 

The  fourteenth  is  a  disposition  of  the  people  of  a 
country  to  wear  their  own  manufactures,  and  import  as 
few  incitements  to  luxury  either  in  clothes,  furaituie, 
food,  or  drink,  aa  they  possibly  can  live  convenieuUy 
without. 

Tliere  are  many  other  causes  of  a  nation*s  thriving, 
which  I  at  present  cannot  recollect ;  but  without  ad- 
vantage from  at  least  some  of  then,  after  turning  my 
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thoughts  a  long  time,  I  am  not  able  to  discover  whence 
our  wealth  proceed*,  and  therefore  would  gladly  be 
better  informed.  In  the  mean  time,  I  will  here  ex- 
amine what  ihare  falls  to  Ireland  of  these  causes,  or  of 
the  effects  and  consequences. 

It  is  not  my  intention  to  complain,  but  barely  to 
relate  facts,  and  the  matter  is  not  of  small  importance. 
For  it  is  allowed,  that  a  man  who  lives  in  a  solitary 
house,  far  from  help,  is  not  wise  iu  endeavouring  to 
acquire  in  the  neighbourhood  the  reputation  of  being 
rich,  because  those  who  come  for  gold  will  go  off  with 
pewter  and  brass  rather  than  return  empty,  and  in  the 
common  practice  of  the  world,  those  who  possess  most 
wealth  make  the  least  parade,  which  they  leave  to 
others,  who  have  nothing  else  to  bear  them  out  io  show- 
ing their  faces  on  the  Exchange. 

As  to  the  first  cause  of  a  nation's  riches,  being  the 
fertility  of  the  soil,  as  well  as  temperature  of  the 
climate,  we  have  no  reason  to  complain  ;  for,  although 
the  quantity  of  unprofitable  land  in  this  kingdom, 
reckoning  bog  and  rock  and  barren  mountain,  be 
double  in  proportion  to  what  it  is  in  England,  yet  the 
native  productions,  which  both  kingdoms  deal  in,  are 
very  near  an  equality  in  point  of  goodness,  and  might, 
widi  the  same  encouragement,  be  as  well  manufac- 
tured. I  except  mines  and  minerals,  in  some  of  which, 
however,  we  are  only  defective  in  point  of  skill  and 
industry. 

In  the  second,  which  is  the  industry  of  the  people, 
our  misfortune  is  not  altogether  owing  to  our  own  fault, 
but  to  a  million  of  discouragements. 

The  conveniency  of  ports  and  havens,  which  nature 
has  bestowed  so  liberally  on  this  kingdom,  is  of  no  more 
use  to  us  than  a  beautiful  prospect  to  a  man  shut  up  in 
a  dungeon. 

As  to  shipping  of  its  own,  Ireland  is  so  utterly  un- 
provided that,  of  all  the  excellent  timber  cut  down 
within  these  50  or  60  years,  it  can  hardly  be  said  that 
the  nation  has  received  the  benefit  of  one  valuable  house 
to  dwell  in,  or  one  ship  to  trade  with. 

Ireland  is  the  only  Kingdom  I  ever  heard  or  read  of, 
either  in  ancient  or  modern  story,  which  was  denied  the 
liberty  of  exporting  their  native  commodities  and  ma- 
nufactures wherever  they  pleased,  except  to  countries 
at  war  with  their  own  prince  or  state ;  yet  this  privi- 
lege, by  the  superiority  of  mere  power,  is  refused  us  in 
the  most  momentous  puts  of  commerce, — besides  an  act 
of  navigation,  to  whidi  we  never  consented,  pinned  down 
upon  us,  and  rigorously  executed ;  and  a  thousand 
oUier  unexampled  circumstances,  as  grievous  as  they 
are  invidious  to  mention.     To  go  on  to  the  rest. 

It  is  too  well  known  that  we  are  forced  to  obey  some 
laws  we  never  consented  to,  which  is  a  condition  I 
must  not  call  by  its  true  uncontroverted  name,  for  fear 
of  lord  chief-justice  Whitshed's  ghost,  with  his  UbertOM 
€t  natak  tolum  written  for  a  motto  on  his  coach,  as  it 
stood  at  the  door  of  t)M  courts  while  he  was  perjuring 
himself  to  betray  both.  Tims  we  are  in  the  condition 
of  patients,  who  have  nhysic  sent  them  by  doctors  at  a 
distance,  strangers  to  tneir  constitution  and  the  nature 
of  their  disease,  and  tlius  we  are  forced  to  pay  500  per 
cent,  to  decide  our  properties  ;^  in  all  which  we  have 
likewise  the  honour  to  be  distinguished  from  the  whole 
race  of  mankind. 

As  to  the  improvement  of  land,  those  few  who  attempt 
that  or  planting,  through  covetousness,  or  want  of  skill, 
generally  leave  things  worse  tlian  they  were ;  neither 
succeeding  in  trees  nor  hedges ;  and,  by  running  into 
the  fancy  of  grazing,  aAer  the  manner  of  the  Scythians, 
are  every  day  depopulating  the  country. 

We  are  so  far  from  having  a  king  to  reside  among 
us,  that  even  the  viceroy  is  generally  absent  four-fiflhs 
of  his  time  in  the  government 

*  The  Appeal  to  the  house  of  Peers. 


No  strangers  from  other  countries  make  this  a  part 
of  their  travels,  where  they  can  expect  to  see  nuthii^^ 
but  scenes  of  misery  and  desolation. 

Those  who  have  the  misfortune  to  be  bom  here  hatf 
the  least  title  to  any  considerable  empluyment,  to 
which  they  are  seldom  preferred  but  upon  a  jxilitical 
consideration. 

One  tliird  part  of  the  rents  of  Ireland  is  spent  in 
England,  which,  with  the  profit  of  employments,  pen- 
sions, appeals,  journeys  of  pleasure  or  health,  education 
at  the  inns  of  court  and  both  universities,  remittaiicw 
at  pleasure,  the  pay  of  all  superior  officers  in  the  army, 
and  other  incidents,  will  amount  to  a  full  half  of  th« 
income  of  the  whole  kingdom,  all  clear  profit  to  Eng- 
land. 

We  are  denied  the  liberty  of  coining  gold,  silver,  or 
even  copper.  In  the  Isle  of  Man  they  coin  tlieir  own 
silver ;  every  petty  prince,  vassal  to  the  empert^r,  caii 
coin  what  money  he  pleases.  And  in  this,  as  in  mwt 
of  the  articles  already  mentioned,  we  are  an  exception 
to  all  other  states  or  monarchies  that  were  ever  kuovrn 
in  the  world. 

As  to  the  last,  or  fourteenth  article,  we  take  special 
care  to  act  diametrically  contrary  to  it  in  the  wluiU 
course  of  our  lives.  Both  sexes,  but  especially  the 
women,  despise  and  abhor  to  wear  any  of  their  own 
manufactures,  even  those  which  are  better  made  tliiui 
in  other  coimtries,  particularly  a  sort  of  silk  plaid, 
through  which  the  workmen  are  farced  to  run  a  kin<l 
of  gold  thread,  that  it  may  pass  for  Indian.  Even  ale 
and  potatoes  are  imported  from  England,  as  well  a^ 
com  ;  and  our  foreign  trade  is  little  more  than  imprt- 
ation  of  French  wine,  for  which  I  am  tuld  we  {ay 
ready  money. 

Now,  if  all  this  be  true  (upon  which  I  could  easily 
enlarge),  I  should  be  glad  to  know  by  what  eefi'' 
method  it  is  that  we  grow  a  rich  and  flourishing  people, 
without  liberty,  trade,  manufactures,  iuhabitiuits, 
money,  or  the  privilege  of  coining,  without  industry, 
labour,  or  improvement  of  land,  and  with  mure  tbin 
half  the  rent  and  profits  of  the  whole  kingdom  annually 
exported,  for  which  we  receive  not  a  single  farthing: 
and  to  make  up  all  this,  nothing  worth  meutioiiiiig. 
except  the  linen  of  the  north,  a  trade  casual,  corruptt^l. 
and  at  mercy,  and  some  butter  from  Cork.  If  we  do 
flourish,  it  must  be  against  every  law  of  nature  and 
reason,  like  the  thorn  at  Glastonbury  that  bla»ums  iu 
the  midst  of  winter. 

Let  the  wortliy  commissioners  who  come  from  Kiig- 
land  ride  round  the  kingdom  ;  and  observe  the  face  vi 
nature,  or  the  face  of  the  natives ;  the  improvemeul  of 
the  land,  the  thriving  numerous  plantations;  the  nobl*' 
woods,  the  abundance  and  vicinity  of  country  stut»: 
the  commodious  farms,  houses,  and  barns;  the  touu^ 
and  villages,  where  every liody  is  busy,  and  thrivitij; 
with  all  kind  of  maimfactures ;  the  shops  full  ofgood« 
wrought  to  perfection,  and  filled  with  customers ;  tlie 
comfortable  diet,  and  dress,  and  dwellings  of  tin' 
people ;  the  vast  numlier  of  ships  in  our  harbours  aiid 
tloclcs,  and  ship-wrights  in  our  sea-port  towns;  the 
roails  crowded  with  carriers  laden  with  rich  niaimfur- 
tures ;  the  perpetual  concourse  to  and  fro  of  puni]HJU> 
equipages. 

With  what  envy  and  admiration  would  those  gentle- 
men return  fVom  so  delightful  a  progress  !  what  glorious 
reimrts  would  they  make  when  tney  went  back  tu  Eui;- 
land! 

Hut  my  heart  is  too  heavy  to  continue  this  iroiiv 
longer,  for  it  is  manifest  that  whatever  stranger  tiM4 
such  a  journey  would  be  apt  to  think  himself  travelling 
in  Lapland  or  Yslaod  rather  than  in  a  couutryr  m> 
favoured  by  nature  as  ours,  both  in  fruitfulnes^  otioW 
and  temperature  of  climate.  The  miserable  dress  aixl 
diet,  and  dwelling  of  the  people;  the  geuerul  desn- 
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UiioD  ID  moft  nuti  of  the  kingdom ;  the  dd  teats  of 
the  Dobilitj  ana  gentry  all  in  ruins,  and  no  new  ones 
in  their  staMl;  the  families  of  farmers,  who  pay  great 
Tmt$f  liTing  in  filth  and  nastiuess  upon  buttermilk 
and  potatoes,  without  a  shoe  or  stocking  to  their  feet, 
or  a  houae  ao  convenient  as  an  English  hogsty  to 
reoeire  them.  These  indeed  may  be  comfortable 
sights  to  an  Bi^lish  spectator,  who  comes  for  a  short 
time,  only  to  learn  the  language,  and  returns  back  to 
bis  own  country,  whither  he  finds  all  his  wealth  trans- 
mitted. 

Noatn  miaexift  magna  eat. 
There  ia  not  one  argument  used  to  prove  the  riches 
of  Ireland  which  ia  not  a  logical  demonstration  of  its 
poverty.  The  rise  of  our  rents  is  squeezed  out  of  Ae 
very  blood,  and  vitals^  and  clothes,  and  dwellings  of 
the  tfwanta,  who  live  wone  than  English  beggars.  The 
lowness  of  interest,  in  all  other  countries  a  sign  of 
wealth,  IS  in  ua  a  proof  of  misery,  there  being  no  trade 
to  employ  any  borrower.  Hence  alone  comes  the  dear- 
ncai  of  land,  since  the  saven  have  no  other  way  to  lay 
out  their  money ;  hence  the  deamess  of  necessaries  of 
life,  hwnse  the  tenants  cannot  afford  to  pay  such  ex- 
travagant latea  for  land  (which  they  must  take  or  go 
a4M|^ging)  without  raising  the  price  of  cattle  and  of 
com,  altbongh  themselves  should  live  upon  chaff. 
Uence  our  increase  of  building  in  this  city,  because 
wsfkfflcn  have  nothing  to  do  but  to  employ  one  another, 
and  one  half  of  them  are  infallibly  unoone.  Hence  the 
daily  increaae  of  hankers,  who  may  be  a  necessary  evil 
ID  a  trading  country,  but  so  ruinous  in  ours ;  who,  for 
their  private  advantage^  have  sent  away  all  our  silver 
and  one  third  of  our  gold ;  so  that  within  three  years 
psit  the  ranning  cash  of  the  nation,  which  was  about 
S60.00(ML,  ia  now  less  than  two,  and  must  daily 
diminish  anlesa  we  have  liberty  to  coin  as  well  as  thiSt 
important  kingdom  the  Isle  of  Man,  and  the  meanest 
prioctpality  in  the  Goman  empire,  as  I  before  oh- 


such  paiadozes,  but  a  native  and  inhabitant  of  this 
kingdom  who  gives  the  same  verdict  must  be  either 
ignorant  to  stupidity,  or  a  manpleaser  at  the  expense 
of  all  honour,  conscience,  and  truth. 


I  have  sometimes  thought  that  thia  paradox  of  the 
kingdom'a  growing  rich  is  chiefly  owing  to  those  worthy 
gentlcBfteB  the  bakksbs,  who,  except  some  custom-house 
oAeexa,  birda  of  passage,  oppresaive  thrifty  souires,  and 
a  tern  otfacn  who  shall  be  nameless,  are  the  only  thriving 
people  among  ua;  and  I  have  oAen  wished  that  a  law 
wws  enacted  to  bang  up  half  a  doaen  banken  every 
year,  and  tbsseby  interpose  at  least  some  short  delay  to 
the  further  rain  of  Ireland. 

Ve  are  idle !  ye  are  idle!  answered  Pharaoh  to  the 
Isnditea  when  they  complained  to  his  majesty  that 
they  were  forced  to  make  bricks  without  stmw. 

Bnglaod  enjoys  every  one  of  those  advantages  for 
enriching  a  nation  which  I  have  above  enumerated, 
and  into  the  bargain  a  good  million  returned  to  them 
every  year  without  labour  or  hanurd  or  one  farthing 
value  iceeived  on  our  ride;  but  how  long  we  shall 
be  able  to  continue  the  payment  I  am  not  under  the 
least  conoam.  One  thing  I  know,  that  when  the  hen  is 
starved  to  death  there  wiU  be  no  more  golden  eggs. 

I  think  it  a  little  inhospitable^  and  others  may  call 
it  a  sabdie  piece  of  malice,  that,  because  there  may  be 
a  doaen  frmilies  in  this  town  able  to  entertain  dieir 
English  friends  in  a  generous  manner  at  their  tables 
their  gueals  upon  their  return  to  England  shall  report 
tiat  we  wallow  in  riches  and  luxury. 

Yet  I  confess  I  have  known  an  hospital  where  all  the 
hsoscbold  olBcets  grew  rich,  while  the  poor,  for  whose 
«kc  it  waa  built,  were  almost  starving  for  want  of  food 
and  rainiaot. 

To  conclude;  if  Ireland  be  a  rich  and  flourishing 
k^ngdoniy  its  wodth  and  prosperity  must  be  owing  to 
certain  causes  that  are  yet  concealed  from  the  whole 
race  of  mankind,  and  the  effects  are  equally  invisible. 
We  need  not  wonder  at  strangers  when  they  deliver 
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STORY  OF  THE  INJURED  LADY ; 

WRITTEN  BY  HEXSELF, 

IN  A  UBTTBR  TO  HER  FRIEND  ; 

WITH  HIS  ANSWER. 


Sir, — Being  ruined  by  the  inconstancy  and  unkindness 
of  a  lover,  I  hope  a  true  and  plain  relation  of  my  mis- 
fortunes may  be  of  use  and  warning  to  credulous  maids 
never  to  put  too  much  trust  in  deceitful  man. 

A  gentleman  [England]  in  the  neighbourhood  had 
two  mistresses,  another  ana  myself  [Scotland  and  Ire- 
land] ;  and  he  pretended  honourable  love  to  us  both. 
Our  three  houses  stood  pretty  near  one  another;  his 
was  parted  firom  mine  by  a  river  [the  Irish  Sea],  and 
from  my  rival  s  by  an  old  broken  wall  [the  Picts  wall] . 
But  before  I  enter  into  the  particulars  of  this  gentle- 
man's hard  usage  of  me  I  will  give  a  very  just  and 
impartial  character  of  my  rival  and  myself. 

As  to  her  peiaon,  she  is  tall  and  lean,  and  very  ill 
shaped ;  she  has  bad  features  and  a  worse  complexion ; 
she  has  a  stinking  breath  and  twenty  ill  smells  about 
her  besides ;  which  are  yet  more  insufferable  by  her 
natural  sluttishness ;  for  she  is  always  lousy,  and  never 
without  the  itch.  As  to  her  other  qualities,  she  has  no 
reputation  either  for  virtue,  honesty,  truth,  or  manners ; 
and  it  is  no  wonder,  conudering  what  her  education  has 
been.  Scolding  and  cursing  are  her  common  conver- 
sation. To  sum  up  all,  she  is  poor  and  beggarly,  and 
gets  a  sorry  maintenance  by  pilfering  wherever  she 
comes.  As  for  thia  gentleman,  who  is  now  so  fond  of 
her,  she  still  bears  him  an  invincible  hatred,  reviles 
him  to  his  face,  and  rails  at  him  in  all  companies.  Her 
house  is  frequented  by  a  company  of  rogues  and  thievea 
and  pickpockets,  whom  she  encourages  to  rob  his  hen- 
roosts, steal  his  com  and  cattle,  and  do  him  all  manner 
€t  mischief.  She  baa  been  known  to  come  at  die  head 
of  these  rascals,  and  beat  her  lover  until  he  was  sore 
from  head  to  foot,  and  then  force  him  to  pay  fbr  the 
trouble  she  was  at  Once  attended  with  a  crew  of 
ragamuffins  she  broke  into  his  house,  turned  all  things 
topsyturvy,  and  then  set  it  on  fire.  At  the  same  time 
she  told  so  many  lies  among  his  servants  that  it  set 
them  all  by  the  ears,  and  his  poor  steward  [Charles  I.] 
was  knocked  on  the  head ;  for  which  I  think,  and  so 
does  all  die  country,  that  she  ought  to  be  answerable. 
To  conclude  her  character,  she  is  of  a  diflferent  religion, 
being  a  presbyterian  of  the  most  rank  and  violent  kind, 
and  consequently  having  an  inveterate  hatred  to  the 
church ;  yet  I  am  sure  I  have  been  always  told  that  in 
marriage  there  ought  to  be  a  union  of  minds  as  well  aa 
of  persons. 

1  will  now  give  my  own  character,  and  shall  do  it 
in  few  words,  and  with  modesty  and  truth. 

I  was  reckoned  to  be  as  handsome  as  any  in  our 
neighbourhood  until  I  became  pale  and  diin  with 
grief  and  ill  usage.  I  am  still  fair  enough,  and  have 
I  think  no  very  ill  features  about  me.  They  that  see 
me  now  will  hardly  allow  me  ever  to  have  had  any 
great  share  of  beauty,  for  besides  being  so  much  altered 
I  go  always  mobbed,  and  in  an  undren,  as  well  out  of 
neglect  as  indeed  for  vrant  of  clothes  to  appear  in.  1 
might  add  to  all  this,  that  I  was  bom  to  a  good  estate, 
although  it  now  turns  to  litde  account  under  the  op- 
pressions I  endure,  and  has  been  the  true  cause  of  all 
my  misfortunes. 

Some  years  ago  this  gentleman,  taking  a  foncy  either 
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to  mj  penon  or  fortune,  made  hii  addxeMei  to  me, 
which,  oeing  then  young  and  fooliab,  I  too  readily 
admitted ;  he  leemed  to  uie  me  with  lo  much  tender^ 
new,  and  his  conyersation  was  ao  very  engaging,  that 
all  my  constancy  and  virtue  were  too  soon  overcome ; 
and  to  dwell  no  longer  upon  a  theme  that  causes  such 
bitter  reflections  I  must  confess  with  shame  that  I  was 
undone  by  the  common  I  arts  practised  upon  all  easy 
credulous  virgins,  half  by  force  and  half  by  consent, 
after  solemn  vows  and  protestations  of  marriage.  When 
he  had  once  got  possession,  he  soon  began  to  play  the 
usual  part  of  a  too  fortunate  lover,  affecting  on  all 
occasions  to  show  his  authority  and  to  act  like  a  con- 
queror. First,  he  found  fault  with  the  government  of 
my  ibmily,  which  I  grant  was  none  of  the  best,  con- 
sisting of  Ignorant,  illiterate  creatures,  for  at  that  time 
I  knew  but  little  of  the  world.  In  compliance  to  him 
therefore  I  agreed  to  fall  into  his  ways  and  methods  of 
living ;  I  consented  that  his  steward  should  govern  my 
house,  and  have  libertv  to  employ  an  under  steward 

Sbe  lord-lieutenant],  who  should  receive  his  directions, 
y  lover  prooeedea  further,  turned  away  several  old 
servants  and  tenants,  and  supplying  me  with  others 
from  his  own  house.  These  grew  so  domineering  and 
unreasonable^  that  there  was  no  quiet,  and  I  heard  of 
nothing  but  perpetual  quarreli,  which  although  I 
could  not  possibly  help^  yet  my  lover  laid  all  the 
blame  and  punishment  upon  me;,  and  upon  every 
falling  out  stul  turned  away  more  of  my  people,  and 
supplied  me  in  their  stead  with  a  number  of  fellows 
and  dependents  of  bis  own,  whom  he  had  no  other  way 
to  nrovide  for.  Overcome  by  love  and  to  avoid  noise 
ana  contention,  I  yielded  to  all  his  usurpations,  and 
finding  it  in  vain  to  resist,  I  thought  it  my  best  policy 
to  make  my  court  to  my  new  servants  and  draw  them 
to  my  interests ;  I  fed  them  from  my  own  table  wi^ 
the  best  I  had,  put  my  new  tenanti  on  the  choice  parts 
of  my  land,  ana  treated  them  all  so  kindly  that  they 
began  to  love  me  as  well  as  their  master.  In  process 
of  time  all  my  old  servante  were  gone,  and  I  had  not  a 
creature  about  me,  nor  above  one  or  two  tenante  but 
what  were  of  his  choosing,  yet  I  had  the  good  luck  by 
gentle  usage  to  bring  over  the  greatest  part  of  them  to 
my  side.  When  my  lover  observed  this  he  began  to 
alter  his  language,  and  to  those  who  inquired  about  me 
he  would  answer  that  I  was  an  old  dependent  upon 
his  family,  whom  he  bad  placed  on  some  concerns  of 
his  own,  and  he  began  to  use  me  accordingly,  neglect- 
ing by  degrees  all  common  civility  in  his  behaviour. 
I  shaU  never  forget  the  speech  he  made  me  one  morn- 
ing, which  he  delivered  with  all  the  gmvity  in  the 
world.  He  put  me  in  mind  of  the  vast  obligations  I 
lay  under  to  him  in  sending  me  so  many  of  his  people 
for  my  own  good,  and  to  teach  me  manners ;  that  it 
had  cost  him  ten  times  more  than  I  was  worth  to 
maintain  me ;  that  it  had  been  much  better  for  him  if  I 
had  been  damned,  or  burnt,  or  sunk  to  the  bottom  of 
the  sea;  that  it  was  reasonable  I  should  strain  myself 
as  far  as  I  was  able  to  reimbune  him  some  of  his 
charaes ;  that  from  henoeforward  he  expected  his  word 
should  be  a  law  to  me  in  all  things;  that  I  must 
maintain  a  parish  wateh  against  thieves  and  robbers, 
and  give  salaries  to  an  overseer,  a  constable,  and  othen, 
all  of  his  own  choosing,  whom  he  would  send  from  time 
to  time  to  be  spies  upon  me ',  that  to  enable  me  the 
better  in  supporting  toese  expenses,  my  tenanti  should 
be  obliged  to  carry  all  their  goods  across  the  river  to 
his  own  town-market,  and  pay  toll  on  both  sides,  and 
then  sell  them  at  half  value.  But  because  we  were  a 
nastv  sort  of  people^  and  that  he  could  not  endure  to 
touch  anything  we  had  a  hand  in,  and  likewise  be- 
cause he  wanted  work  to  employ  his  own  folks,  there- 
fore we  must  send  all  our  goods  to  his  market  just  in 
their  naturals;  the  milk  immediately  from  the  cow, 


without  making  it  into  cheew  or  butter ;  the  com  in 
the  ear,  the  grass  as  it  was  mowed,  the  wool  as  it  comei 
from  the  sheep's  back ;  and  bring  the  fruit  upon  the 
branch,  that  he  might  not  be  obliged  to  eat  it  titer  our 
filthy  hands :  tiiat  if  a  tenant  carried  but  a  pieoe  of 
bread  and  cheew  to  eat  by  the  way,  or  an  inch  of 
worsted  to  mend  his  stockings,  he  should  forfeit  hii 
whole  parcel:  and  because  a  company  of  rogues 
usually  plied  on  the  river  between  us,  who  often  robbed 
my  tenants  of  their  goods  and  boats,  he  ordered  a  wa- 
terman of  his  to  guai^  them,  whose  manner  was  to  be 
out  of  the  way  till  the  poor  wretches  were  plundered, 
then  to  overtake  the  thieves,  and  seiae  all  as  a  lawful 
prize  to  his  master  and  himself.  It  would  be  endleii  to 
repeat  a  hundred  other  hardships  he  has  put  upon  me : 
but  it  is  a  general  rule,  that  whenever  he  imagines  the 
smallest  advantage  will  redound  to  one  of  his  footbuyi 
by  any  new  oppression  of  me  and  my  whole  family 
and  estate,  he  never  disputes  it  a  moment  .  All  thti 
has  rendered  me  so  very  insignificant  and  contemptible 
at  home,  that  some  servants  to  whom  I  pay  the  greateit 
wages,  and  many  tenante  who  have  the  most  beneficial 
leases,  are  gone  over  to  live  with  him,  yet  1  am  bound 
to  continue  ^eir  wages  and  pay  their  rente;  by  which 
means  one-third  part  of  my  whole  income  is  spent  on 
his  estate,  and  above  another  tiiird  by  his  tolls  and 
markete;  and  my  poor  tenante  are  so  sunk  and  im- 
poverished that,  instead  of  maintaining  me  suitEU>ly  to 
my  quality,  they  can  hardly  find  me  clothes  to  keep 
me  warm,  or  provide  the  common  necessaries  of  life 
for  themselves. 

Matters  being  in  this  posture  between  me  and  my 
lover,  I  received  intelligence  that  he  had  been  for  lome 
time  making  very  pressing  overtures  of  marriage  to  my 
rival,  until  there  m&ppened  to  be  some  misundentand- 
ings  between  them ;  sne  gave  him  ill  words,  and  threat- 
ened  to  break  off  all  commerce  with  him.  He  on  the 
other  side,  having  either  acquired  courage  by  his  tri- 
umphs over  me,  or  supposing  her  as  tame  a  fool  as  It 
thought  at  first  to  carry  it  with  a  high  hand,  but  heu- 
ing  at  the  same  time  that  she  had  thoughte  of  making 
some  private  proposals  to  join  with  me  against  him, 
and  doubting  with  very  good  reason  that  I  would 
readily  accept  them,  he  seemed  very  much  discon- 
certed. This  I  thought  was  a  proper  occasion  to  show 
some  great  example  of  generosity  and  love,  and  so 
without  further  consideration  I  sent  him  word  that 
hearing  there  was  likely  to  be  a  quarrel  between  him 
and  my  rival,  notwithstanding  all  that  had  passed, 
and  without  binding  him  to  any  conditions  in  my  own 
favour,  I  would  stand  by  him  against  her  and  all  the 
world  while  I  had  a  penny  in  my  purse  or  a  petticoat 
to  pawn.  This  message  was  subscribed  by  all  my  chief 
tenants,  and  proved  so  powerful  that  my  rival  imme- 
diately grew  mora  tractable  upon  it.  The  icsttlt  of 
which  was,  that  there  is  now  a  treaty  of  marrisge 
[treaty  of  union]  concluded  between  tfiem,  the  weddinf- 
clothes  are  bought,  and  nothing  remains  but  to  perform 
the  ceremony,  which  is  put  off  for  some  days  because 
they  design  it  to  be  a  poblic  wedding.  And  to  ^^*^ 
my  love^  constancy,  and  generosity,  he  has  bestowed 
on  me  the  office  of  bieing  sempstress  to  his  grooms  and 
footmen,  which  1  am  forced  to  accept  or  starve.  Vet 
in  the  midst  of  this  my  situation  I  cannot  but  hare 
some  pity  for  this  deluded  man,  to  cast  himself  away 
on  an  infamous  creature^  who,  whatever  she  pretends,  1 
can  prove  would  at  this  very  minute  rather  be  a  whore 
to  a  certain  great  man  that  shall  be  nameleeB,  if  ahe 
might  have  her  will.  For  my  part  I  think,  and  so 
does  all  the  country  too,  that  the  man  is  possessed ;  at 
least  none  of  us  are  able  to  imagine  what  he  can  pos- 
sibly see  in  her,  unless  she  has  bewitehed  him  or  girea 
him  some  powder. 

I  am  sure  I  never  sought  this  alliance,  and  you  can 
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hev  IDS  vitDCM  tiiat  I  might  have  had  other  matches ; 
naj,  in  were  lightly  ditpoied,  I  could  itill  perhaps  haye 
9ikn  that  some  who  hold  their  heads  higher  would  be 
glad  to  aeeept.  Bat  alas !  I  never  had  any  such  wicked 
thought ;  all  I  now  desire  is  only  to  etijoy  a  little 
quiet,  to  be  ftee  from  the  penecutions  of  diis  unreason- 
able man,  and  that  he  will  let  me  manage  my  own 
little  fortane  to  the  best  advantage,  for  which  I  will 
nndfftalce  to  pay  him  a  considerable  pension  every 
year,  much  more  considerable  than  what  he  now  gets 
by  his  oppteasions ;  for  he  must  needs  find  himself  a 
loss  at  laat,  when  he  has  drained  me  and  my  tenants 
so  dry  that  we  riiall  not  have  a  penny  for  him  or  our- 
•rim.  There  is  one  imposition  of  his  I  had  almost 
forgot,  which  I  think  insuffenble,  and  will  appeal  to 
you  or  any  reasonable  person  whether  it  be  so  or  not. 
I  told  you  before  that  by  an  old  compact  we  agreed 
to  have  the  eame  steward,  at  which  time  I  consented 
likewise  to  regulate  my  family  and  estate  by  the  same 
mediod  wi^  him,  which  he  then  showed  me  written 
down  in  fcrm,  and  I  approved  of.  Now  the  turn  he 
thinks  fit  to  give  this  compact  of  ours  is  very  extra- 
ordinary ;  for  he  pretends  mat  whatever  orders  he  shall 
think  fit  tD  prescribe  for  the  future  in  his  family  he 
may.  if  he  will,  compel  mine  to  observe  them  without 
asking  my  advice  or  hearing  my  reasons.  So  that  I 
most  not  naake  a  lease  witibout  his  ^consent,  or  give 
any  diicetions  for  the  well-governing  of  my  family 
hot  what  be  countermands  whenever  he  pleases.  This 
leaves  ne  at  such  confusion  and  uncertainty  that  my 
•PTtants  know  not  when  to  obey  me,  and  my  tenants, 
sltlKMtgh  many  of  them  be  very  well  inclined,  seem 
qoite  at  a  loss. 

But  I  am  too  tedious  upon  this  melancholy  subject, 
which  however  I  hope  you  will  forgive,  since  the 
bappincM  of  my  whole  life  depends  upon  it.  I  desire 
yoa  win  tiiink  awhile,  and  give  your  best  advice  what 
measurei  I  ahall  take,  with  prudence,  justice,  courage, 
uA  honouTy  to  protect  my  liberty  and  fortune  against 
the  harddiips  and  severities  I  lie  under  from  that 
unkind,  inconstant  man. 
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If  Aoaii, — I  have  received  your  ladyship's  letter,  and 
careMly  eoosidered  every  part  of  it,  and  shall  give  you 
my  opnsoB  bow  you  ought  to  proceed  for  your  own 
secnnty.  But  first  I  must  beg  leave  to  tell  your  lady- 
riiip  that  you  were  guilty  of  an  unpardonable  weak- 
nem  the  other  day,  in  making  that  offer  to  your  lover 
of  standing  by  him  in  any  quarrel  he  might  have  with 
your 'rival.  You  know  very  well  that  she  began  to 
apfnAend  be  had  designs  of  using  her  as  he  had  done 
you ;  and  ccmmaon  prudence  might  have  directed  you 
rather  to  have  entered  into  some  measures  with  her 
fcr  joining  against  him,  until  he  might  at  least  be 
btuught  to  aome  reasonable  terms :  but  your  invincible 
hatxed  to  that  lady  has  carried  your  resentments  so 
high  aa  to  be  tibe  eanae  of  your  ruin ;  yet  if  you  please 
to  consider,  tins  aversion  of  yours  began  a  good  while 
bdote  afae  became  your  rival,  and  was  taken  up  by 
yoQ  and  your  family  in  a  sort  of  compliment  to  your 
Wer,  who  Ibrmerly  had  a  great  abhorrence  of  her.  It 
!•  true,  amoe  that  time  you  have  sufliered  very  much 
by  her  cncroachmenti  upon  tout  estate,*  but  she  never 
Mended  to  govern  aaid  direct  you;  and  now  you 
hare  drawn  a  new  enemy  upon  yourself;  for  I  think 
yon  may  count  upon  all  the  ill  oflices  she  can 
pfwtibly  do  you,  by  her  credit  with  her  husband; 
whereaa  if,  instead  of  openly  declaring  against  her 
wilbout  any  provocation,  yon^  had  but  sat  still  awhile 
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and  said  nothing,  that  gentleman  would  havclessened  his 
severity  to  you  out  of  perfect  fear.  This  weakness  of 
yours  you  call  generosity,  but  I  doubt  there  was  more 
in  the  matter ;  in  short,  madam,  I  have  good  reasons  to 
think  you  were  betrayed  to  it  by  the  pernicious  counsel 
of  some  about  you ;  for  to  my  certain  knowledge  several 
of  your  tenants  and  servants,  to  whom  you  have  been 
very  kind,  are  as  arrant  rascals  as  any  in  the  country. 
I  cannot  but  observe  what  a  mighty  difference  there  is 
in  one  particular  between  your  ladyship  and  your 
rival.  Having  yielded  up  your  person,  ryou  thought 
nothing  else  worth  defending,  and  therefore  you  will 
not  now  insist  upon  those  very  conditions  for  which  you 
yielded  at  first.  But  your  ladyship  cannot  be  ignorant 
that  some  years  since  your  rival  aid  the  same  thing, 
and  upon  no  conditions  at  all ;  nay,  this  gentleman 
kept  her  as  a  miss,  and  yet  made  her  pay  for  her  diet 
and  lodging.*  But  it  being  at  a  time  when  he  had  no 
steward,  and  his  family  out  of  order,  she  stole  away 
and  has  now  got  the  trick  very  well  known  among  the 
women  of  the  town,  to  grant  a  man  the  favour  over 
night  and  the  next  day  have  the  impudence  to  deny  it 
to  his  face.  But  it  is  too  late  to  reproach  you  with 
any  fbrmer  oversights  which  cannot  now  be  rectified. 
I  know  the  matters  of  fiu:t  as  you  relate  them  are  true 
and  iairly  represented.  My  advice  therefore  is  this: 
get  your  tenants  together  as  soon  as  you  conveniently 
can,  and  make  them  agree  to  the  following  resolutions : 

First,  That  your  family  and  tenante  have  no  depend- 
ence upon  the  said  gentleman,  further  than  by  the  old 
agreement,  which  obliges  you  to  have  the  same  steward 
and  to  regulate  your  household  by  such  methods  as 
you  should  both  agree  to. 

Secondly,  That  you  will  not  carry  your  goods  to  the 
market  of  his  town  unless  you  please,  nor  be  hindered 
from  carrying  tliem  anywhere  else. 

Thirdly,  That  the  servants  you  pay  wages  to  shall 
live  at  home,  or  forfeit  their  places. 

Fourthly,  That  whatever  lease  you  make  to  a  tenant, 
it  shall  not  be  in  his  power  to  break  it. 

If  he  will  agree  to  these  articles  I  advise  you  to 
contribute  as  largely  as  you  can  to  all  charges  of 
parish  and  county. 

I  can  assure  you  several  of  that  gentleman's  ablest 
tenants  and  servants  are  against  his  severe  usage  of  you, 
and  would  be  glad  of  an  occasion  to  convince  the  rest 
of  their  error,  if  you  will  not  be  wanting  to  yourself. 

If  the  gentleman  reftises  these  just  and  reasonable 
offers,  pray  let  me  know  it,  and  perhaps  I  may  think  of 
something  else  that  will  be  more  effectual. 

I  am,  madam,  your  ladyship's,  etc. 

OBSERVATIONS 

OCCASIONED  BY  READING  A  PAPER  ENTITLED. 
"THB  CASE  OF  THB  WOOLLEN  MANUFACTURBS 
OF  DUBLIN,"  &c. 


The  paper  called  <<  The  Case  of  the  Woollen  Hanu- 
factures,''  &c.,  is  very  well  drawn  up.  The  rcaaonings 
of  the  author  are  just,  the  &cts  true,  and  the  oon> 
sequences  natural.  But  hia  censure  of  those  seven  vile 
citiaens  who  import  such  a  quantity  of  silk  stufls  and 
woidlen  doth  from  England  is  a  hundred  times  gentler 
than  enemies  to  their  country  deserve ;  because  I  think 
no  punishment  in  this  world  can  be  great  enough  for 
them  without  immediate  repentance  and  amendment. 
But  after  all  the  writer  of  that  paper  has  very  lightly 
touched  one  point  of  the  greatest  importance,  and  very 
poorly  answered  the  main  objectian,  that  the  clothiers 
are  defective  both  in  the  quality  and  quantity  of  their 
goods. 

For  my  own  part,  when  I   consider  the  several 

*  Tile  mibjngatioa  of  Scotiud  by  Cromwell. 
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societies  of  haodicr&fbmen  in  all  kinds,  as  well  as 
shopkeepen,  in  this  city,  after  eighteen  years'  experience 
of  tbeir  dealings,  I  am  at  a  loss  to  know  in  which  of 
these  societies  tibe  most  or  least  honesty  is  to  be  found. 
For  instance,  when  any  trade  comes  first  into  my  head, 
upon  examination  I  determine  it  exceeds  all  others  in 
fraud.     But  after  I  have  considered  them  all  round,  as 
fax  as  my  knowledge  or  experience  reaches,  I  am  at  a 
loss  to  determine,  and  to  save  trouble  I  put  them  all 
upon  a  par.     This  I  chiefly  apply  to  those  societies  of 
men  who  get  their  livelihood  by  the  labour  of  their 
bands.     For  as  to  shopkeepers,  I  cannot  deny  that  I 
have  found  some  few  honest  men  among  them,  taking 
tlie   word  honest  in  the  laigest  and  most  charitable 
sense.     But  as  to  handicraftsmen,  although  I   shall 
endeavour  to  believe  it  possible  to  find  a  fair  dealer 
among  their  clans,  yet  I  confess  it  has  never  been  once 
my  good  fortune  to  employ  one  single  workman  who 
did  not  cheat  me  at  all  times  to  the  utmost  of  his  power 
in  the  materials,  the  work,  and  the  price.     One  uni- 
veml  maxim  I  have  constandy  observed  among  them, 
that  they  would  rather  get  a  shilling  by  cheating  you 
than  twenty  in  the  honest  way  of  dealing,  although 
they  were  sure  to  lose  your  custom,  as  well  as  that  of 
others  whom  you  might  probably  recommend  to  them. 
This  I  must  own   is  the  natural  consequence  of 
poverty  and  oppression.     These  wretched  people  catch 
at  anything  to  save  them  a  minute  longer  from  drown- 
ing.   Thus  Ireland  is  the  poorest  of  all  civilized  coun- 
tries in  Europe^  with  every  natural  advantage  to  make 
it  one  of  the  richest. 

As  to  the  grand  objection  which  this  writer  slubbers 
over  in  so  careless  a  manner,  because  indeed  it  was 
impossible  to  find  a  satisfactory  answer,  I  mean  the 
knavery  of  our  woollen  manufacturers  in  general,  I 
shall  relate  some  facti  which  I  had  more  opportunities 
to  observe  than  usually  fall  in  the  way  of  men  who  are 
not  of  the  trade.  For  some  years  the  masteri  and 
wardens,  with  many  of  their  principal  workmen  and 
shopkeepers,  came  often  to  the  deanery  to  relate  their 
grievances,  and  to  desire  my  advice  as  well  as  my 
assistance.  What  reasons  might  move  them  to  this 
proceeding,  I  leave  to  public  conjecture.  The  truth  is, 
that  the  woollen  manufacture  of  this  kingdom  sat 
always  nearest  my  heart.  But  the  greatest  difficulty 
lay  in  these  perpetual  diflerences  l^ween  the  shop- 
keepers and  the  workmen  they  employed.  Ten  or  a 
dosen  of  these  latter  often  came  to  the  deanery  with 
their  complaints,  which  1  often  repeated  to  the  shop- 
keepers. As  that  they  brought  their  nrices  too  low  for 
a  poor  weaver  to  get  his  bread  by ;  and  instead  of  ready 
money  for  their  labour  on  Saturdays,  they  gave  them 
only  such  a  quantity  of  cloth  or  stuff  at  the  highest 
rate,  which  the  poor  men  were  often  forced  to  sell  one- 
third  below  the  rate  to  supply  their  urgent  necessities. 
On  the  other  side,  the  shopkeepers  complained  of  idle- 
ness, and  want  of  skill  or  care  or  honesty  in  their 
workmen;  and  probably  their  accusations  on  both 
sides  were  just 

Whenever  the  weavers  in  a  body  came  to  me  for 
advice  I  gave  it  freely,  that  they  should  contrive  some 
way  to  bring  their  goods  into  reputation ;  and  give  up 
that  abominable  principle  of  endeavouring  to  thrive 
by  imposing  bad  ware  at  high  prices  on  tiieir  customers, 
whereby  no  shopkeeper  can  reasonably  expect  to  thrive. 
For  besides  the  dread  of  God*s  anger  (which  is  a 
motive  of  small  force  among  them)  they  may  be  sure 
that  no  buyer  of  common  sense  will  return  to  the  same 
shop  where  he  was  once  or  twice  defrauded.  That 
genUemen  and  ladies  when  they  found  nothing  but 
deceit  in  the  sale  of  Irish  doths  and  stuffs  would  act 
as  they  ought  to  do,  both  in  prudence  and  resentment, 

1 king  to  those  very  bad  citiaens  the  writer  mentions, 

Tchase  English  goods. 


I  went  further,  and  proposed  that  ten  or  a  dozen  of 
the  most  substantial  woollen-drapers  should  join  in 
publishing  an  advertisement,  signed  with  their  names, 
to  the  following  purpose: — .That  for  the  better  en- 
couragement of  all  gentlemen,  ftc,  the  persons  under- 
named did  bind  themselves  mutually  to  sell  their 
several  cloths  and  stuffii  (naming  each  kind)  at  the 
lowest  rete,  right  merchantable  goods,  of  such  a  breadth, 
which  they  would  warrant  to  be  good  according  to  the 
several  prices ;  and  that  if  a  child  of  ten  years  old  were 
sent  with  money,  and  directions  what  cloth  or  stuff  to 
buy,  he  should  not  be  wronged  in  any  one  article.  And 
that  whoever  should  think  himself  ill  used  in  any  of 
the  said  shops,  he  should  have  bis  money  again  ft^rai 
the  seller,  or  upon  his  refusal  from  the  rest  of  the 
said  subscribers,  who  if  they  found  the  buyer  discon- 
tented with  the  cloth  or  stuff  should  be  obliged  to  re- 
fund the  money;  and  if  the  seller  refused  to  repay 
them  and  take  his  goods  again,  should  publicly  adver- 
tise that  they  would  answer  for  none  of  his  goods  any 
more.  This  would  be  to  establish  credit,  upon  which 
all  trade  depends. 

I  proposed  this  scheme  several  times  to  the  corpora- 
tion of  weavers,  as  well  as  to  the  manuflMsturers,  when 
they  came  to  apply  for  my  advice  at  the  deanery-house. 
I  likewise  went  to  the  shops  of  several  woollen-drapers 
upon  the  same  errand,  but  always  in  vain ;  for  my 
perpetually  gave  me  the  deaf  ear,  and  avoided  entering 
mto  discourse  upon  that  proposal :  I  suppose,  because 
they  thought  it  was  in  vain,  and  that  the  spirit  of  fraud 
had  gotten  too  deep  and  universal  a  possession  to  be 
driven  out  by  any  arguments  from  interest,  reason,  or 
conscience. 


A  LETTER 
TO  THE  ARCHBISHOP  OF  DUBLIN^ 

CONCERNING  THE  WEAVERS. 


My  Lobd, — The  corpomtion  of  weavers  in  the  woollen 
manufacture,  who  have  so  often  attended  your  grace  and 
called  upon  me  with  their  schemes  and  propoiuds,  were 
with  me  on  Thursday  last ;  when  he  who  spoke  for  the 
rest,  and  in  the  name  of  his  absent  brethren,  said,  '<  It  was 
the  opinion  of  the  whole  body  that  if  somewhat  was  writ- 
ten at  this  time  by  an  able  hand  to  persuade  the  people 
of  this  kingdom  to  wear  their  own  woollen  manufactures, 
it  might  be  of  good  use  to  the  nation  in  general,  and 
preserve  many  hundreds  of  their  trade  from  starving.** 
To  which  I  answered,  "  That  it  was  hard  for  any  man 
of  common  spirit  to  turn  his  tlioughts  to  such  specula- 
tions without  discovering  a  resentment  which  people 
are  too  delicate  to  bear."  For  I  will  not  deny  to  your 
grace  that  I  cannot  reflect  on  the  singular  condition  of 
this  country,  different  from  all  others  upon  the  face  of 
the  earth,  without  some  emotion,  and  without  oiita 
examining,  as  I  pass  the  streets,  whether  those  anin[iala 
which  come  in  my  way,  with  two  legs  and  human 
faces,  clad  and  erect,  be  of  the  same  species  with 
what  I  have  seen  very  like  them  in  England  as  to  the 
outward  shape,  but  differing  in  their  notions,  natures, 
and  intellectuals,  more  than  any  two  kinds  of  brutes  in 
the  forest;  which  any  man  of  common  prudence 
would  immediately  discover,  by  persuading  them  tp 
define  what  they  meant  by  law,  liberty,  property, 
courag^e,  reason,  loyalty,  or  religion. 

One].tiiing,  my  lord,  1  am  very  confident  of;  that  if 
God  Almighty,  for  our  sins,  would  most  justiy  send  ua 
a  pestilence,  whoever  should  dare  to  discover  his  grief 
in  public  for  such  a  visitation,  would  certainly  be 
censured    for  disaffection  to  the  government;    for  I 

*  Dr.  WiUimm  King,  the]  fHend  and  oonespoodent  of  oar 
author. 
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■oleiniily  profea  that  I  do  not  know  one  calamity  we 
hare  undergone  these  many  yean  which  any  man 
wbote  opinions  were  not  in  fashion  dared  to  lament 
vithont  being  openly  charged  with  that  imputation. 
And  this  \b  the  haitler,  because,  although  a  mother, 
when  she  has  corrected  her  child,  may  sometimes  force 
it  to  kiss  the  rod,  yet  she  will  never  give  that  power  to 
the  footboy  or  the  scullion. 

My  lord,  there  are  two  things  for  the  people  of  this 
kingdom  to  consider ;  first,  their  present  evil  condition ; 
and  secondly,  what  can  be  done  in  some  degree  to 
mnedy  it. 

I  shall  not  enter  into  a  particular  description  of  our 
present  naisery ;  it  has  been  already  done  in  several 
papen,  and  very  fully  in  one  entitled,  *<  A  short  View 
of  the  State  of  Ireland.'*  It  will  be  enough  to  mention 
the  entire  want  of  trade,  the  navigation^act  executed 
with  the  utmost  rigour,  tiie  remission  of  a  million  every 
5 ear  to  England,  the  ruinous  importation  of  foreign 
luxury  and  ranity,  the  oppression  of  landlords,  and 
discouFagement  of  agriculture. 

Now  ^  these  evils  are  without  the  possibility  of  a 
core,  except  that  of  importations;  and  to  fence  against 
ruinoas  folly  will  be  always  in  our  power,  in  spite  of 
the  discouragements,  mortifications,  contempt,  hatred, 
and  opposition  we  labour  under ;  but  our  trade  will 
never  mend,  the  navigation-act  never  be  softened,  our 
ahacntees  never  return,  our  endless  foreign  payments 
never  be  lessened,  our  own  landlords  never  be  less 
exacting. 

All  other  schemes  for  preserving  this  kingdom  from 
vtter  ruin  are  idle  and  visionary;  consequently 
dnwn  from  wrong  reasoning  and  from  general  topics, 
vhich,  firom  the  same  causes  that  they  may  be  true  in 
all  oatioos,  are  certainly  false  in  ours ;  as  I  have  told 
the  public  olten  enough,  but  with  as  little  effect  as 
what  I  shall  say  at  present  is  likely  to  produce. 

I  am  weary  of  so  many  abortive  projects  for  the 

advancement  of  trade ;  of  so  many  crude  proposals  in 

Wtfeis  sent  me  from  unknown  hands ;  of  so  many  con- 

tndictory   speculations  about  raising  or  sinking  the 

value  of  gold  and  silver :  I  am  not  in  the  least  sorry 

to  hear  of  the  great  numbers  going  to  America,  although 

very  much   for  the  causes  that  drive  them  from  us, 

since  the  uncontrolled  maxim,  ^*  That  people  are  the 

riches  of  a  nation,*'  is  no  maxim  here  under  our  cir- 

enmstsDees.   We  have  neither  manufactures  to  employ 

dmn  about  nor  food  to  support  them. 

If  a  private  gentleman's  mcome  be  sunk  irretrievably 
iinr  ever,  from  a  hundred  pounds  to  fifty,  and  he  has  no 
otho'  mediod  to  supply  the  deficiency,  I  desire  to 
know,  my  lord,  whether  such  a  person  has  any  other 
eotuie  to  take  than  to  sink  half  hii  expenses  in  every 
article  of  economy,  to  save  himself  from  ruin  and  a 
gaol.  Is  not  this  more  than  doubly  the  case  of  Ireland, 
where  the  want  of  money,  the  irretrievable  ruin  of  trade, 
with  the  other  evils  above  mentioned,  and  many  more 
too  well  known  and  felt  and  too  numerous  or  invidious 
to  be  related,  have  been  gradually  sinking  us  for  above 
a  doaen  years  past  to  a  degree  that  we  are  at  least  by 
two  thirds  in  a  worse  condition  than  was  ever  known 
unce  the  revolution  f  Therefore  instead  of  dreams  and 
projects  far  the  advancing  of  trade  we  have  nothing 
left  hot  to  find  out  some  expedient  whereby  we  may 
reduce  oar  expenses  to  our  incomes. 

Yet  this  procedure,  allowed  so  necessary  in  all  private 
families  and  in  its  own  nature  so  easy  to  be  put  in 
practice,  may  meet  with  strong  opposition  by  the 
cowardly  slavish  indulgence  of  the  men,  to  the  intoler- 
able pride,  arrogance,  vanity,  and  luxury  of  die  women, 
who,  strictly  adhering  to  the  rules  of  modem  education, 
mrm  to  em^oy  their  whole  stock  of  invention  in  con- 
triving new  arts  of  profusion  faster  than  the  most  par- 
fimouious  husband  can  afford :  and  to  compass  this 


woik  the  more  effectually,  their  universal  maxhn  is  to 
despise  and  detest  everything  of  the  growth  of  their 
own  country,  and  most  to  value  whatever  comes  from 
the  very  remotest  parts  of  the  globe.  And  I  am  con- 
vinced, diat  if  the  virtuosi  could  once  find  out  a 
world  in  the  moon,  with  a  passage  to  it,  our  women 
would  wear  nothing  but  what  directly  came  from 
thence. 

The  prime  cost  of  wine  yearly  imported  to  Ireland  is 
valued  at  30,000/. ;  and  the  tea  (including  coffee  and 
chocolate)  at  five  times  that  sum.  The  lace,  silks, 
calicoes,  and  all  other  unnecessary  ornaments  for 
women,  including  English  cloths  and  stufb,  added  to 
^e  farmer  articles,  make  up  (to  compute  grossly) 
about  400,000/. 

Now  if  we  should  allow  the  30,000/.,  wherein  the 
women  have  their  share,  and  which  is  all  we  have  to 
comfort  us,  and  deduct  70,000/.  more  for  overreaching, 
^ere  would  still  remain  300,000/.,  annually  spent  for 
unwholesome  drugs  and  unnecessary  finery;  which 
prodigious  sum  would  be  wholly  saved,  and  many 
thousands  of  our  miserable  shopkeepers  and  manufac- 
turers comfortably  supnorted. 

Let  speculative  people  busy  their  brains  as  much  as 
they  please,  there  is  no  odier  way  to  prevent  this  king- 
dom from  sinking  for  ever  than  by  utterly  renouncing 
all  foreign  dress  and  luxury. 

It  is  absolutely  so  in  fact,  that  every  husband  of  any 
fortune  in  the  kingdom  is  nourishing  a  poisonous 
devouring  serpent  in  his  bosom,  with  all  the  mischief 
but  with  none  of  its  wisdom. 

If  all  the  women  were  clad  with  the  growth  of  their 
own  country  they  might  still  vie  with  each  other  in  the 
course  of  foppery ;  and  still  have  room  left  to  vie  with 
each  other  and  equally  show  their  wit  and  judgment 
in  deciding  upon  the  variety  of  Irish  stuffs.  And  if 
they  could  be  contented  with  their  native  wholesome 
slops  for  breakfast,  we  should  hear  no  more  of  the 
spleen,  hysterics,  colics,  palpitations,  and  asthmas. 
They  might  still  be  allowed  to  ruin  each  other  and 
their  husbuids  at  play,  because  the  money  lost  would 
circulate  among  ourselves. 

My  lord,  I  freely  own  it  a  wild  imagination  that  any 
words  will  cure  the  sottishness  of  men  or  the  vanity  of 
women ;  but  the  kingdom  is  in  a  fair  way  of  producing 
the  most  effectual  remedy  when  there  will  not  be  money 
left  for  the  common  course  of  buying  and  selling  the 
very  necessaries  of  life  in  our  markets,  unless  we 
absolutely  change  the  whole  method  of  our  proceedings. 
The  corporation  of  weavers  in  woollen  and  silk,  who 
have  so  frequently  offered  proposals  both  to  your  grace 
and  to  me,  are  the  hottest  and  coldest  generation  of 
men  that  I  have  known.  About  a  month  ago  they 
attended  your  grace  when  I  had  the  honour  to  be  with 
you,  and  designed  me  the  same  fiivour.  They  desired 
you  would  recommend  to  your  clergy  to  wear  gowns  of 
Irish  stuffs,  which  might  probably  spread  the  example 
among  all  their  brethren  in  the  kingdom,  and  perhaps 
among  the  lawyers  and  gentlemen  of  the  university, 
and  among  the  citizens  of  &ose  corporations  who  appear 
in  gowns  on  solemn  occasions.  I  then  mentioned  a 
kind  of  stuff,  not  above  Sd,  a  yard,  which  I  heard 
had  been  contrived  by  some  of  the  trade  and  was  very 
convenient.  I  desir^  tliey  would  prepare  some  of  that 
or  any  sort  of  black  stuff  on  a  certain  day,  when  your 
grace  would  appoint  as  many  clergymen  as  could 
readily  be  found  to  meet  at  your  palace,  and  there 
give  their  opinions ;  and  that,  your  grace's  visitation 
approaching,  you  could  then  have  the  best  opportunity 
of  seeing  what  could  be  done  in  a  matter  of  such  eon* 
sequence,  as  they  seemed  to  think,  to  the  woollen  manu- 
facture. But  instead  of  attending  as  was  expected, 
they  came  to  me  a  fortnight  after  with  a  new  proposal, 
that  something  should  be  written  by  an  acoe|vtable  and 
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able  hand,  to  promote  in  general  the  wearing  of  home- 
manufactures  ;  and  their  civilitiei  would  fix  that  work 
upon  me.  I  asked  if  they  had  prepared  the  itufii,  aa 
they  had  promised  and  your  grace  expected ;  but  they 
had  not  made  the  least  step  in  the  matter,  nor  as  it 
appears  thought  of  it  more. 

I  did  some  years  ago  propose  to  the  masters  and 
principal  dealers  in  the  home-manufactures  of  silk  and 
wool  tnat  they  should  meet  together ;  and  aAer  mature 
consideration  publish  advertisements  to  the  following 
purpose:-* 

Tha^  in  order  to  encourage  the  wearing  of  Irish  manu  • 
factures  in  silk  and  woollen,  Ihey  gave  notice  to  the 
nobility  and  gentry  of  the  kingdom.  That  they  the 
undersigned  would  enter  into  bonds,  for  themaelTesand 
for  each  other,  to  sell  the  several  sorts  of  stufls,  cloths, 
and  silks,  nuule  to  the  best  perfection  they  were  able, 
for  certain  fixed  prices;  and  in  such  a  manner*  that  if 
a  child  were  sent  to  any  of  their  shops,  the  buyer 
might  be  secure  of  the  value  and  goodness  and  measure 
of  the  ware ;  and  lest  this  might  be  thought  to  look 
like  a  monopoly,  any  other  member  of  tiie  trade  might 
be  admitted  upon  such  conditions  as  should  be  agreed 
on.  And  if  any  penon  whatsoever  should  complain 
that  he  was  ill  used  in  the  value  and  goodness  of  what 
he  bought,  the  matter  should  be  examined,  the  person 
injured  be  fully  satisfied  by  the  whole  corporation  with- 
out  delay,  and  the  dishonest  seller  be  struck  out  of  the 
society,  unless  it  appeared  evidently  that  the  failure 
proceeded  only  from  mistake. 

The  mortal  danger  is,  that  if  these  dealen  could 
prevail,  by  the  goodness  and  cheapness  of  their  cloths 
and  stufls,  to  give  a  turn  to  the  principal  people  of 
Ireland  in  favour  of  their  goods,  they  would  relapse  into 
the  knavish  practice,  peculiar  to  this  kingdom,  which 
is  apt  to  run  through  all  trades,  even  so  low  as  a  com- 
mon ale-seller,  who,  as  soon  as  he  gets  a  vogue  for  his 
liquor  and  outsells  his  neighbours,  thinks  his  credit  will 
put  off  the  worst  he  can  buy,  till  his  customers  will 
come  no  more.  Thus  I  have  known  at  London  in  a 
general  mourning  the  drapers  dye  black  all  their  da- 
maged goods,  and  sell  them  at  double  rates,  then  com- 
plain, and  petition  the  court  that  they  are  ready  to 
starve  by  the  continuance  of  the  mourning. 

Therefore,  I  say,  those  principal  weavers  who  would 
enter  into  such  a  compact  as  I  have  mentioned  must 
^ve  sufficient  security  against  all  such  practices,  for 
if  once  the  women  can  persuade  their  husbands  that 
foreign  goods*  besides  the  finery,  will  be  as  cheap  and 
do  more  service,  our  last  state  will  be  worse  than  the 
first. 

I  do  not  here  pretend  to  digest  perfectly  the  method 
by  which  diese  principal  shopkeepers  shall  proceed  in 
such  a  proposal,  but  my  meaning  is  clear  enough  aad 
cannot  reasonably  be  objected  against 

We  have  seen  what  a  destructive  loss  the  kingdom 
received  by  the  detestable  fraud  of  the  merchants,  or 
northern  linen- weavers,  or  both ;  notwithstanding  all 
the  care  of  the  governors  of  (hat  board  when  we  had 
an  offer  of  commerce  with  the  Spaniards  for  our  linen, 
to  the  value  as  I  am  told  of  30,000/.  a-year.  But 
while  we  deal  like  pedlati  we  shall  practise  like 
pedlan,  and  sacrifice  all  honesty  to  the  present  urging 
advantage. 

What  I  have  said  may  serve  as  an  answer  to  the 
desire  made  me  by  the  corporation  of  weavers,  that  I 
would  offer  my  notions  to  tne  public.  As  to  anything 
furthCT,  let  them  apply  themselves  to  the  parliament 
in  their  next  session.  Let  them  prevail  on  the  house 
of  commons  to  grant  one  very  reasonable  request^  and 
I  shall  think  there  is  still  some  spirit  left  in  the  nation 
when  I  read  a  vote  to  this  purpose,—-*'  Resolved,  i««ifiifie 
"soHirudieemtt,  that  this  house  will  for  the  future  wear 

cloths  but  such  as  are  made  of  Irish  growth  or  of 


Irish  manufacture,  nor  will  permit  their  wives  or  chil- 
dren to  wear  any  other,  and  that  they  will  to  the 
utmost  endeavour  to  prevail  with  their  friends,  rela- 
tions, dependents,  and  tenants,  to  follow  their  example." 
And  if  at  the  same  time  they  could  banish  tea  and 
coffee  and  china-ware  out  of  their  families,  and  force 
their  wives  to  chat  their  scandal  over  an  infusion  of 
sage  or  other  wholesome  domestic  vegetables,  we  might 
possibly  be  able  to  subsist,  and  pay  our  absentees, 
pensioners,  generally  civil  officers,  appeals^  collieri, 
temporary  travellers,  students,  schoolMys,  splenetic 
visitors  of  Bath,  Tuobridge,  and  Epsom,  with  ai\  other 
smaller  drains,  by  sending  our  crude  uuwrought  goods 
to  England,  and  receiving  from  thence  and  all  other 
countries  uotliing  but  what  is  fiilly  manufactured,  aiid 
keep  a  few  potatoes  and  oatmeal  for  our  own  sub- 
sistence. 

I  have  been  for  a  dosen  years  past  wisely  prog- 
nosticating the  present  condition  of  this  kingdom,  which 
any  human  creature  of  common  sense  could  foretel, 
with  as  little  sagacity  as  myself.  My  meaning  is,  thst 
a  consumptive  body  must  needs  die  which  has  spent 
aU  its  spirits  and  received  no  nourishment  Yet  1  am 
often  tempted  to  pity  when  I  hear  the  poor  fanner  and 
cottager  lamenting  the  hardness  of  the  times,  and  im- 
puting them  either  to  one  or  two  ill  seasons,  which  better 
climates  than  oun  ara  more  exposed  to,  or  to  scarcity 
of  silver,  which  to  a  nation  of  liberty  would  only  be 
a  slight  and  temporary  inconveniencei,  to  be  removed 
at  a  month  s  warning. 

ON   BARBAROUS   DENOMINATIONS 

IN  IRELAND. 


SlB,  .      "W-    . 

I  liAVB  been  lately  looking  over  the  advertisements  in 
some  of  your  Dublin  newspapers,  which  are  sent  me  to 
the  country,  and  was  much  entertained  with  a  large 
list  of  denominations  of  lands  to  be  sold  or  let  1  sm 
confident  they  must  be  genuine,  for  it  is  imponible 
thateither  chance  or  modem  invention  could  sort  the 
alphabet  in  such  a  manner  as  to  make  those  abominable 
sounds,  whether  first  invented  to  invoke  or  fright  away 
the  devil  I  must  leave  amoi^  the  curious. 

If  I  could  wonder  at  anything  barbarous,  ridiculous, 
or  absurd  among  us,  this  diould  be  one  of  the  first  ' 
have  often  lamented  that  Agricola,  the  father-in-law  of 
Tacitus,  was  not  prevailed  on  by  that  petty  kiqg  from 
Ireland  who  followed  his  camp  to  come  over  and  ci- 
vilise us  with  a  oonouest,  as  his  countrymen  did 
Britain,  where  several  Roman  appellations  remain  to 
this  day,  and  so  would  the  rest  have  done  if  that  inun- 
dation of  Angles,  Saxons,  and  other  northern  people, 
had  not  changed  them  so  much  for  the  worse,  although 
in  no  comparison  with  ours.  In  one  of  the  advertiiK- 
ments  just  mentioned  I  encountered  near  a^  hundred 
words  together,  which  I  defy  any  creature  in  humso 
shape  except  an  Irishman  of  the  savage  kind  to  pro- 
nounce ;  neither  would  I  undertake  such  a  task  to  be 
owner  of  the  lands,  unless  I  had  liberty  to  humanise 
the  syllables  twenty  miles  round.  The  legislature  may 
think  what  they  please,  and  that  they  are  above  copy- 
ing the  Romans  in  all  their  conquests  of  barbarouf 
nations;  but  I  am  deceived  if  anything  has  more  con- 
tributed to  prevent  the  Irish  from  being  tamed  than 
this  encouragement  of  their  language,  which  might  be 
easily  abolished,  and  become  a  dead  one  in  half  an 
age  with  little  expense  and  less  trouble. 

How  is  it  possible  that  a  gentleman  who  lives  iu 
those  parts  where  the  imtrnktmU  (as  they  call  them)  of 
his  estate  produce  such  odious  sounds  firom  the  mouth, 
the  throat  and  the  nose,  can  be  able  to  repeat  the  words 
without  dislocating  ever^'  muscle  that  is  used  in  speak- 
ing, and  without  applying  the  same  tone  to  all  other 
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vordi  in  erery  knguage  be  nndentmndi,  as  it  is  plsinly 
tu  be  obtnred  not  only  in  those  people  of  the  better 
ml  wbolive  in  Galway  and  the  western  parts,  but  in 
nmt  ooantiei  of  Ireland  ? 

It  ii  true  that  in  the  city  parts  of  London  the  trading 
p«^e  hiTS  an  affected  manner  of  pronouncing,  and 
to  m  my  time  had  many  ladies  and  coxcombs  at  court. 
It  is  Uketrise  true  that  there  is  an  odd  prorincial  cant 
in  mat  counties  in  England,  sometmics  not  rery 
idciiing  to  the  ear,  and  the  Scotch  cadence  as  well  as 
cxpwioD  are  offenaive  enough .  But  none  of  these  defects 
dsire  contempt  to  the  spesJcer,  whereas  what  we  call 
ihlrukhngmii  no  sooner  disooyered  than  it  makes 
tbe  dellTcror  in  the  last  degree  ridiculous  and  despised, 
and  fmn  nich  a  mouth  an  Englishman  expects  nothing 
but  boUi,  blunders,  and  follies.  Neither  does  it  avail 
vWther  the  censure  be  reasonable  or  not,  since  the 
fcet  iidways  so.  And  what  is  yet  worse,  it  is  too  well 
Voown  Aat  tlie  bad  consequence  of  this  opinion  affects 
(boKanoQgus  who  are  not  the  least  liable  to  such 
npoicfaft,  further  than  the  misfortune  of  being  bom 
in  Juplud,  although  of  English  parents,  and  whose 
educitioo  bai  been  chiefly  in  that  kingdom. 

I  hare  heard  many  gentlemen  among  us  talk  much 
(i  the  great  oomrenience  to  those  who  live  in  the  coun- 
try that  they  ihould  speak  Irish.  It  may  possibly  be 
n.  (mt  I  think  they  should  be  such  who  never  intend 
toriatSnglandupon  pain  of  being  ridiculous;  fori 
donotmncmber  to  have  heard  of  any  one  man  that 
>poke  Iriih  who  had  not  the  accent  upon  his  tongue 
cnly  diieemible  to  an  English  ear. 

^  I  have  wandered  a  little  from  my  subject,  which 
«w  only  to  propoae  a  wish  that  these  execrable  de- 
omiitstions  were  a  litUe  better  suited  to  an  English 
mooth,if  it  were  only  for  the  sake  of  the  English 
ttwynijwho  in  trials  upon  appeals  to  the  house  of 
JoRh  M  to  much  difficulty  in  repeating  the  names, 
^  if  the  plaintifr  or  defendant  were  by  they  would 
WW  he  able  to  discover  which  were  their  own  lands. 
Bat  besides  this  I  would  desire,  not  only  tiiat  the 
*B)dlations  of  what  they  call  toum-landa  were  changed, 
^  HkeviK  of  larger  districts,  and  several  towns,  and 
"**eonntieB,  and  particularly  the  seats  of  country 
1*^(10X11,  leaving  an  aitos  to  solve  all  difficulties  in 
Pjnttor  kw.  But  I  would  by  no  means  trust  these 
«j^«|i«itothe  owners  themselves,  who,  as  they  are 
C<"«*ny  no  great  derks,  so  they  seem  to  have  no  large 
^waWsry  about  them,  nor  to  be  well  skilled  in 
P^y.  The  utmost  extent  of  their  genius  lies  in 
J^ng  their  country  habitation  by  a  hill,  a  mount,  a 
fwok,  a  borrow,  a  castle,  a  bawn,  a  ford,  and  the  like 
"J«Mow  conceits.  Yet  these  are  exceeded  by  others, 
^Msof  flome  have  contrived  anagrammatical  appella- 
tion from  half  their  own  and  their  wives*  names  joined 
^*^^i  Qlheis  only  from  the  lady,  as  for  instance  a 
^nwB  whose  wife's  name  was  Elisabeth  calls  his  seat 
<7  (he  oune  of  Aes^^ofioMr.  There  is  likewise  a  famous 
^n  wheie  the  worst  iron  in  the  kingdom  is  made,  and 
«  a  ^led  S^MmtUmffhar^  the  original  €i^  which  name 
I  •hsU  eiplain,  lest  the  antiquaries  of  future  ages  might 
b*  «t  a  lot!  to  derive  it.  It  was  a  most  witty  conceit 
w  fow  gentlMnen  who  ruined  themselves  with  this  iron 
PVJwt  $».  itands  for  Sw^,  And.  for  Stmdert,  Ling. 
*»Mir%,and  Bar,  for  Barry,  Methinks  I  see  the  four 
^^S?«|faeads  sitting  in  consult,  like  Smectymmnit,  each 
fravdy  coDtriboting  a  part  of  his  own  name  to  make  up 
^for  their  place  in  the  iron-work,  and  could  wish  tliey 
p  wen  huged  as  well  as  undone  for  their  wit.  But 

!?  T**  p'«Med  with  the  denomination  of  a  towii- 
ww.  which  I  lately  saw  m  an  advertisement  of  Pue's 
Pjpw:— "This  is  to  give  notice  that  the  knds  of 
^*J|^,  atin  ^B\Q4wfmgh,^  &c.  Now  this  cealous 
PJpwtw,  having  a  mind  to  record  his  principles  in 
^V^ «  byalfy  to  future  ages  within  Bve  miles 


round  him,  for  want  cf  other  merit,  thought  fit  to  make 
use  of  this  expedient,  wherein  he  seems  to  mistake  his 
account;  for  this  distinguidiing  term  whig  had  a  most 
infamous  original,  denoting  a  man  who  fiivonred  the 
fanatic  sect,  and  an  enemy  to  kings,  and  so  continued 
till  this  idea  was  a  little  softened  some  years  after  the 
Revolution  and  during  a  part  of  her  late  majesty's 
reign.  After  which  it  was  in  disgrace  until  the  queen's 
death,  since  which  time  it  bath  indeed  flourished  with 
a  witness :  but  how  long  will  it  continue  so,  in  our 
variable  scene,  or  what  kind  of  mortal  it  may  describe, 
is  a  question  which  this  courtly  landlord  is  not  able  to 
answer ;  and  therefore  he  should  have  set  a  date  on 
the  title  of  his  borough,  to  let  us  know  what  kind  of  a 
creature  a  whig  was  in  that  year  of  our  Lord.  I 
would  readily  assist  nomenclators  of  this  costive 
imagination,  and  therefore  I  propose  to  others  of  the 
same  sise  in  thinking  that,  wnen  they  are  at  a  Iom 
about  christening  a  country  seat,  instead  of  straining 
their  invention,  toey  would  call  it  Bocinf4>ortmgh,  Fool- 
brook,  Puppy-ford,  Coaecomb-haU,  Mmmi-loggerhead, 
Dttnce-hiU;  which  are  innocent  appellations,  proper  to 
express  the  talente  of  the  ownen.  But  I  cannot  recon- 
cile myself  to  the  prudence  of  this  lord  of  Whio- 
horoygh,  because  I  have  not  yet  heard  among  the  pres- 
byterian  squires,  how  much  soever  their  persons  and 
principles  are  in  vogue,  that  any  of  them  have  dis- 
tinguished their  country  abode  by  the  name  of  Mount- 
rt^cide,  Cmoamni-haU,  Fanatic^U,  Roundkead^wn, 
Canting'hrook,  or  Mouni-rtbei,  and  the  like,  because 
there  may  probably  come  a  time  when  those  kind  of 
sounds  may  not  be  so  grateful  to  the  ears  of  the  king- 
dom. For  I  do  not  conceive  it  would  be  a  mark  of 
discretion,  upon  supposing  a  gentleman,  in  allusion  to 
his  name  or  the  merit  of  his  ancestors,  to  call  his  house 
Tybum-haii, 

But  the  scheme  I  would  propose  for  changing  the 
denominations  of  land  into  legible  and  audible  sylla- 
bles is  by  employing  some  gentlemen  in  the  university, 
who,  by  the  knowledge  of  the  Latin  tongue  and  their 
judgment  in  sounds,  might  imitate  the  Roman  way, 
by  translating  those  hideous  words  into  their  English 
meanings,  and  altering  the  termination  where  a  l>are 
translation  will  not  form  a  good  cadence  to  the  ear,  or 
be  easily  delivered  from  the  mouth.  And  when  both 
diose  means  happen  to  fail  then  to  name  the  parcels  of 
land  tmta  the  nature  of  the  soil,  or  some  peculiar  cir- 
cumstance belonging  to  it,  as  in  England,  Fam-ham, 
Oat'hndt,  Bhck-Keath,  Corn-bury,  Bye-gate,  AA-bum- 
ham,  Bam-ehnt,  Cole-orton,  Sand-wich,  and  many  others. 

I  am  likewise  apt  to  quarrel  with  some  titles  of  lords 
among  us  that  have  a  very  ungracious  sound,  which 
are  apt  to  communicate  mean  ideas  to  those  who  have 
not  the  honour  to  be  acquainted  with  their  persons  or 
their  virtues,  of  whom  I  have  the  misfortune  to  be  one. 
But  I  cannot  pardon  those  gentlemen  who  have  gotten 
titles  smce  the  judicature  of  the  peers  among  us  has 
been  taken  away,  to  which  they  all  submitted  with  a 
resignation  that  became  good  christians,  as  undoubtedly 
they  are.  However  since  that  time  I  look  upon  a 
graceful  harmonious  title  to  be  at  least  40  per  cent,  in 
the  value  intrinsic  of  an  Irish  peerage ;  and  since  it  is 
as  cheap  as  the  worst  for  any  Insh  law  hitherto  enacted 
in  England  to  the  contrary,  I  would  advise  the  next 
set  before  they  pav  their  patents  to  call  a  consultation 
of  scholars  and  musical  gentlemen  to  adiust  this  most 
important  and  enential  circumstance.  Tne  Scotch  no- 
blemen though  bom  almost  under  the  north  pole  have 
much  more  tunable  appellations,  except  some  very  few, 
which  I  suppose  were  given  them  by  the  IriA  along 
with  their  language,  at  tlie  time  when  that  kingdom 
was  conquered  and  planted  from  hence,  and  to  this  day 
retain  tlie  denominations  of  places  and  surnames  of 
families,  as  all  historians  agree. 
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I  ihould  likewiie  not  be  toiry  if  the  xuunes  of  some 
bithope'  sees  were  so  much  obliged  to  the  alphabet, 
that  upon  prououncing  them  we  might  contract  lome 
Yeneration  for  the  order  and  persons  of  those  reverend 
peers,  which  the  gross  ideas  sometimes  joined  to  their 
titles  are  very  unjustly  apt  to  diminish. 


ANSWER  TO  A  PAPER,  &c. 

Trb  nMmorial  to  which  this  paper  is  an  aniwer  wu  written  hy 
Sir  John  ifarowDe.  the  ama  peraon  alluded  to  aa  one  of  the 
witoemet  examined  before  the  council  of  England  in  favour 
of  Wood*a  project,  and  atigmatized  as  a  person  tried  for  a  rape.. 

FROM  SIR  JOHN  BROWNE. 

Rev.  Sir,  Dawson  Street,  April  4,  1788. 

By  a  strange  fatality,  though  you  were  the  only  person 
in  the  world  from  whom  I  would  conceal  my  bemg  an 
author,  yet  you  were  unaccountably  the  only  one  let 
into  the  secret  of  it ;  the  ignorant  poor  man  who  was 
intrusted  by  me  to  deliver  out  the  little  books,  though 
he  kept  the  secret  from  all  others,  yet  from  the  nature 
of  the  subject  concluded  that  I  could  have  no  interest 
in  concealing  it  from  you,  who  were  so  universally 
known  to  be  an  inde&tigable  promoter  of  the  welfare  of 
Ireland.  But  though  the  accident  gave  me  some 
uneasiness  at  first,  yet,  when  I  consider  your  character, 
I  cannot  doubt  (however  slender  the  foundation  of 
such  a  hope  may  be  from  any  merits  of  my  own)  your 
generosity  will  oblige  you  to  conceal  what  chance  has 
revealed  to  you,  and  incline  you  to  judge  of  me,  not 
from  the  report  of  my  enemies,  but  from  what  I  appear 
in  the  little  tracts  which  have  waited  on  you. 

I  shall  not  presume,  sir,  to  detain  vou  with  the  nar- 
rative of  the  origin  and  progress  of  the  parliamentary 
accusations  and  votes  against  me,  although,  would  you 
do  me  the  honour  to  inquire,  I  could  easily  convince 
you,  from  my  own  particular  case,  that  men  have  two 
characters,  one  whicn  is  either  good  or  bad  according 
to  the  prevailing  number  of  uicir  friends  or  enemies, 
and  one  which  never  varies  for  either,— one  which  has 
little  or  no  regard  to  the  virtue  or  vice  of  the  subject, 
and  one  which  regards  that  alone,  is  inherent  (if  I  may 
say  so)  in  the  subject,  and  describes  it  what  It  really  is, 
without  regard  either  to  friends  or  enemies. 

All  f  shall  beg  of  you  is  to  suspend  your  judgment 
upon  it,  since  all  parties  allow  ttiat,  although  I  had 
several  summons  from  the  committee  for  Monday,  and 
many  evidences  on  the  road  in  obedience  to  their  sum- 
mons, yet  I  was  tied  down  by  the  committee  the 
preceding  Saturday,  and  deprived  of  the  benefit  of  all 
my  evidences,  notwithstanding  anything  I  could  urge 
to  the  contrary.  This  I  hope  I  may  say  without  injury 
to  Mr.  BiDgham,  for  sure  he  mav  be  entirelv  innocent, 
and  yet  a  magistrate  under  the  immediate  direction  of 
the  lord  chief-justice,  who  takes  examinations  against 
him,  examinations  that  do  not  even  contain  matter  to 
form  an  indictment  upon,  may  be  innocent  also. 

It  shall  suffice  therefore  to  say,  I  went  from  Ireland 
loaded  with  the  severest  censures  of  the  house  of  com- 
mons, injured  as  I  thought  and  oppressed  to  the  great- 
est degree  imaginable,  robbed  of  tnat  character  whidi 
was  dearer  to  me  than  life  itself,  and  all  that  by  an 
overbearing  and  overpowering  interest 

I  sought  in  England  for  tliat  peace  and  protection 
which  was  denied  me  at  home.  My  public  character 
followed  me,  my  countrymen  injured  me.  The  nature 
of  man  is  sociable ;  I  was  forced  to  herd  with  strangers. 
A  prime  minister  engaged  in  the  success  of  a  scheme 
wants  no  emissaries  to  spy  out  all  that  makes  for  him, 
and  to  ily  with  what  they  have  found  to  their  employer. 
I  was  unfortunately  set  by  those  sort  of  creatures ;  my 
sentiments  on  the  state  of  our  money  matters  were  in- 
dustriously lifted  through  me,  and  when  that  was  done, 


before  I  knew  anything  of  the  matter,  I  was  served 
with  his  majesty's  summons ;  in  a  hurry  I  ran  out  of 
town,  and  stayed  in  the  country  awhile,  but  on  my 
return  again  found  another  summons  at  my  lodging!, 
and,  temfied  by  the  dismal  effects  of  power  at  borne 
from  risking  a  second  shipwreck  abroad,  I  yielded  to 
it  and  appeared  at  the  cockpit. 

It  is  true  my  ajipearance  at  the  cockpit,  to  those  who 
knew  me  only  by  the  votes  in  the  house  of  commons, 
must  have  looked  like  a  design  of  revenge,  and  1  had 
many^and  powerful  enemies  who  gave  all  my  actioM 
the  worst  colour.  But  to  take  the  matter  impartially, 
sir,  is  there  no  allowance  to  be  made  for  a  mind  already 
broken  by  the  dismal  effects  .of  prevailing  power,  and 
filled  with  the  apprehensions  of  second  dangers f  li 
there  no  allowance  for  a  man,  young  in  the  knowledge  , 
of  the  world,  under  all  these  fears  and  misfortunes,  if 
he  has  yielded  to  the  repeated  summons  of  the  council  | 
of  England,  in  which  his  majesty  was  present :  and  if 
he  was  there,  after  a  long  and  strenuous  opposition, 
forced  to  tell  his  sentiments,  forced,  sir,  to  tell  his  sen- 
timents, not  in  the  manner  represented  to  the  woiR 
but  in  a  maimer  the  most  cautious  of  giving  room  for  a 
pretence  to  oppose  the  inclinations  of  our  parliament  i 
But  alas,  &t  consequence ! — You,  sir,  the  defender 
of  Ireland,  were  soon  engaged  against  me  on  that  ac- 
count, and  that  fatal  genius  of  yours  in  an  instant 
ruined  my  character.  But  even  ruin-bearing  as  it  wss, 
1  blessed  it  *,  the  cause  which  vou  undertooK  was  dear 
to  me,  and  though  fame  is  the  last  thing  which  one 
would  sacrifice  even  for  his  country,  yet  I  parted  with 
that  with  pleasure,  while  you  thought  it  necessary  for 
the  public  good  so  to  do.  But  now  the  end  is  serred, 
dear  sir,  may  not  the  man  have  hb  mare  again  f 

Plato,  being  told  that  certain  persona  aspersed  h« 
character  and  represented  him  abroad  as  a  very  m  , 
man,  instead  of  expostulating  with  his  enemies  and 
returning  reproach  for  reproach,  consoled  himself,  say- 
ing, "  No  matter,  my  fhends,  the  whole  life  of  Plato 
shall  give  his  accusers  the  lie.** 

Could  I  set  before  me  a  greater  example  f  Under  tiie 
general  displeasure  of  my  country, — ^under  all  the  cm- 
sures  which  the  restless  malice  of  my  enemies  cmild 
devise,— and  under  the  keen  edge  of  thedrapier's  wit,— 
the  only  revenge  in  which  I  indulged  myself  was  hy  a 
steady  love  for  my  country,  and  by  manifest  acts  of 
affection  thereto,  to  be  a  silent  reproach  to  the  fool 
tongues  of  my  enemies. 

Permit  then,  sir,  permit  me  in  peace  to  take  his 
great  example,  and  no  longer  give  way  to  the  power  of 
my  enemies,  by  continuing  to  oppress  me.  They  haw 
already  gained  their  cause  by  you,  but  I  must  sav  it 
was  not  the  sword  of  Ajax,  but  the  armour  of  Achilles, 
which  Hto  put  on,  that  won  the  day. 

The  cause  for  which  you  undertook  my  rain  wss 
the  cause  of  my  country.  It  was  a  good  cause,  and 
you  shall  ever  find  me  of  that  side.  You  have  carried 
it,  and  I  know  you  will  ne  longer  be  my  enemy.  But 
alas !  as  long  as  your  works  subsist,  wherever  they  be 
read,  even  unto  me  end  of  time,  must  I  be  branded  ss 
a  villain.  It  is  a  hard  sentence,  and  yet,  unless  w 
spear  of  Achilles,  the  same  instrument  which  gave  the 
wound,  administer  the  remedy,  it  must  be  so. 

In  short,  sir,  you  must  be  a  man  of  honour ;  it  b  not 
possible  that  honour  should  be  wanting  where  all  the 
distinguishing  characteristics  of  it  are  found.  I  cannot 
doubt  it,  and  therefore  1  will  let  you  fully  into  a  secret 
which  accident  has  given  you  a  part  of,  and  I  am  »» 
you  will  keep  it 

The  source  of  all  my  misfortunes  was  the  vote  of  the 
house  of  commons,  but  I  have  laboured  however,  as  I 
always  shall,  to  serve  my  country  and  make  myself 
agreeable  to  tliem.  And  though  the  misfortune  of  a 
bad  public  character  deprived  me  of  the  private  con- 
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toatioD  of  my  countrymen,  which  it  the  larest  and 
bert  WIT  to  know  our  tme  intereit,  yet  I  flatter  myself 
tbalmy  little  enayB  may  be  usefiU,  at  least  they  may 
beoo  bsd  bcgiuning,  and  yoa  know  it  is  easy  to  add  to 
a  vofk  once  begun.  But  if  the  work  is  known  to  be 
mine,  the  Tcry  name  will  condemn  it  and  render  it 
usAm  to  my  country. 

Whatem  tbe  faults  may  be,  I  have  publicly  applied 
to  yon  to  imend  them,  before  the  bearer's  mistake  made 
medetamioe  this  private  application  to  you,  and  I 
mwt  117  that  I  shall  reckon  it  no  small  degree  of 
honovrif  you  take  that  trouble  upon  you. 

in  the  mean  time  I  shall  beg  the  favour  of  you  to 
krep  s  Moet  which  no  other  person  but  my  printer, 
Dj  boobelkr,  and  the  bearer  knows. 

I  an,  leTerend  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

John  Browne. 


ANSWER  TO  A  PAPER 

CALLED  A  MEMORIAL  OP  THE  POOR  INHABITANTS, 
TIUDESMEN.  AND  LABOURERS.  OF  THE  KINGDOM 
OF  IRELAND. 

Sii,  Dablin.  Much  25. 1728. 

I  isciiTED  a  paper  firom  you,  whoever  you  are,  printed 
vitboat  SOT  name  of  author  or  printer,  and  sent,  I 
nppMe^  to  me  among  others  witnout  any  particular 
di^tmctiQiu  It  confeftins  a  complaint  of  the  deamess  of 
con.  sni  Mnne  schemes  for  mating  it  cheaper  which  I 
faonol  approve  of. 

Bat  nay  penuit  me,  before  I  go  further,  to  give  you 
>^  oiatory  of  the  steps  by  which  we  arrived  at  this 
itopriol  fituation. 

it  vu  indeed  the  shameful  practice  of  too  many 
Insb  fumen  to  wear  out  their  ground  with  ploughing ; 
«iulr,  cither  through  poverty,  lasinees,  or  ignorance, 
^y  wither  took  care  to  manure  it  as  ^ey  ought,  nor 
me  tine  to  any  part  of  the  land  to  recover  itself; 
''j^  vben  their  leases  were  near  expiring,  being  assured 
^  tfarir  landlords  would  not  renew,  they  ploughed 
*^^  tbe  meadows,  and  made  'such  havoc  that  many 
^■^"Uiidi  woe  considerable  sufferers  by  it. 

^  p»t  birth  to  that  abominable  race  of  graziers, 
*bo  apa  eipiration  of  tbe  formers'  leases  were  ready 
to  engnai  |feit  quantities  of  land ;  and  the  gentlemen, 
b^v'n^  been  before  often  ill  raid,  and  their  land  worn 
«at  of  beu^  vere  too  easuy  tempted  when  a  rich 
^VD«r  nade  an  offer  to  take  all  their  land  and  give 
'bnn  Nouity  for  pajrment.  Thus  a  vast  tract  of  knd 
»^  twenty  or  thirty  fiurmers  lived,  together  with  their 
^?P*f^  ^  labourers  in  their  several  cabins,  became 
■U  (leioUte,  and  easily  managed  by  one  or  two  herds- 
°K9  and  tbeir  boys ;  whereby  the  master  graxier,  with 
mk  trouble,  seised  to  himself  the  livelihood  of  a 
l^Qodied  people. 

It  muit  be  confessed  diat  the  feimers  were  justly 
P<°n^»d  for  Iheir  knavery,  brutality,  and  folly.  But 
B^tber  are  the  acquires  and  landlords  to  be  excused ; 
'■M  to  tbea  ig  oving  the  depopulating  of  the  country, 
<^TaA  nomber  of  beggars,  and  the  ruin  of  those  few 
«m  immoveniento  we  bad. 

1^  nrmcta  ahould  be  limited  in  ploughing  is  very 
''^**^e,  sod  pnetised  in  England,  and  might  have 
^J  been  done  here  by  penal  clauses  in  their  leases ; 
■Qt  to  depcive  them  in  a  manner  altogether  firom  tilling 
^laadi  waa  a  most  atupid  want  of  thinking. 

"*if  tbe  Cumen  been  confined  to  plough  a  certain 
'^^S  of  land,  with  a  penalty  of  ten  poimds  an  acre 
J[™w«r  they  exceeded,  and  further  limited  for  the 
^  or  four  kit  yean  of  their  leasee,  all  this  evil  had 
^  pnvtnied;  tbe  nation  would  have  saved  a  million 

1  ?"!*y'  "^  '•^  ™«*  populous  by  above  two  hun- 
•^  liuwaand  aoola. 

For  a  people  denied  the  benefit  of  trade  to  manage 


their  lands  in  such  a  manner  as  to  produce  nothing  but 
what  Ihey  are  forbidden  to  trade  with,  or  only  such 
things  as  they  can  neither  export  nor  manufacture  to 
advantage,  is  an  absurdity  that  a  wild  Indian  would  be 
ashamed  of;  especially  when  we  add  that  we  are  con> 
tent  to  purchase  this  hopeful  commerce  by  sending  to 
foreign  markets  for  our  daily  bread. 

The  grasier'a  employment  is  to  feed  great  flocks  of 
sheep  or  black  cattle,  or  both.  With  regard  to  sheep, 
as  folly  is  usually  accompanied  with  perverseness,  so  it 
is  here.  There  is  something  so  monstrous  to  deal  in  a 
commodity  (further  than  ^r  our  own  use)  which  we 
are  not  allowed  to  export  manufoctured,  nor  even  uii- 
manu&ctured  but  to  one  certain  country,  and  only  to 
some  few  ports  in  that  country ;  there  is,  I  say,  some- 
thing so  sottish  that  it  wants  a  name  in  our  language 
to  express  it  by :  and  the  good  of  it  is,  that  6ie  more 
sheep  we  have  the  fewer  human  creatures  are  left  to 
wear  the  wool  or  eat  the  flesh.  Aiax  was  mad  when 
he  mistook  a  flock  of  sheep  for  his  enemies ;  but  we 
shall  never  be  sober  until  we  have  the  same  way  of 
thinking. 

The  other  part  of  the  grazier's  business  is  what  we 
call  black-cattle,  producing  hides,  tallow,  and  beef  for 
exportation  :  all  which  are  good  and  useful  commodi- 
ties if  rightly  managed.  But  it  seems  the  greatest 
part  of  the  hides  are  sent  out  raw,  for  want  of  bark  to 
tan  them ;  and  that  want  will  daily  grow  stronger;  for  I 
doubt  the  new  project  of  tanning  without  it  is  at  an  end. 
Our  beef,  I  am  afraid,  still  continues  scandalous  in 
foreign  markets,  for  the  old  reasons.  But  our  tallow, 
for  anything  1  know,  may  be  good.  However,  to  be> 
stow  die  whole  kingdom  on  beef  and  mutton,  and 
thereby  drive  out  half  the  people  who  should  eat  their 
share,  and  force  die  rest  to  send  sometimes  as  far  as 
Egypt  for  bread  to  eat  with  it,  is  a  most  peculiar  and 
distinguished  piece  of  public  economy,  of  which  I 
have  no  comprehension. 

I  know  very  well  that  our  ancestors  the  Scythians, 
and  their  posterity  our  kinsmen  the  Tartars,  lived  upon 
the  blood,  and  milk,  and  taw  flesh  of  their  cattle,  with- 
out one  grain  of  com ;  but  I  confess  myself  so  degene- 
rete  that  1  am  not  easy  without  bread  to  my  victuals. 

What  amazed  me  for  a  week  or  two  was  to  see,  in 
this  prodigious  plenty  of  cattle  and  dearth  of  human 
creatures  and  want  of  bread,  as  well  as  money  to  buy 
it,  that  all  kind  of  flesh-meat  should  be  monstrously 
dear,  beyond  what  was  ever  known  in  this  kingdom, 
I  thought  it  a  defect  in  the  laws  that  there  was  not 
some  regulation  in  the  price  of  flesh  as  well  as  bread ; 
but  I  imagine  myself  to  have  guessed  out  the  reason : 
in  short,  I  am  apt  to  think  that  the  whole  kingdom  is 
overstocked  with  cattle,  both  black  and  white;  and  as 
it  is  observed  that  the  poor  Irish  have  a  vanity  to  be 
rather  owners  of  two  lean  cows  than  one  fat,  although 
with  double  the  charge  of  gracing  and  but  half  £e 
quantity  of  milk,  so  I  conceive  it  much  more  difficult 
at  present  to  find  a  fat  bullock  or  wether  than  it 
would  be  if  half  of  them  were  fairly  knocked  on  the 
head :  for  I  am  assured  that  the  district  in  the  several 
markets  called  Carrion-row  is  as  reasonable  as  the 
poor  can  desire;  only  the  circumstances  of  money  to 
purchase  it,  and  of  trade  or  labour  to  purchase  that 
money,  are  indeed  wholly  wanting. 

Now,  sir,  to  return  more  particularly  to  you  and 
your  memorial. 

A  hundred  thousand  barrels  of  wheat,  you  say, 
should  be  imported  hither;  and  10,000/.  premium  to 
the  importers.  Have  you  looked  into  the  purse  of  the 
nation?  I  am  no  commissioner  of  the  treasury;  but 
am  well  assured  that  the  whole  running  cash  would 
not  supply  you  with  a  sum  to  purchase  so  much  com, 
which,  only  at  2Q»,  a-barrel,  will  be  100,000/.;  and 
10,000/.  more  for  the  premium.    But  you  will  trafllo 
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for  your  corn  with  other  goods :  and  where  are  thoae 
goods?  If  you  had  them,  they  are  all  engaged  to  pay 
the  rents  of  absentees,  and  other  occasions  in  London, 
besides  a  huge  balance  of  trade  this  year  against  us. 
Will  foreigners  take  our  bankers^  paper  f  I  suppose 
they  will  value  it  at  little  more  than  so  much  a  quire. 
Where  are  these  rich  farmers  and  engrossers  of  com,  in 
so  bad  a  year  and  so  little  sowing  f 

You  are  in  pain  for  2a.  premium,  and  forget  the  20*. 
for  the  price ;  find  me  out  the  latter,  and  I  will  engage 
for  the  former. 

Your  scheme  for  a  tax  for  raising  such  a  sum  is  all 
visionary,  and  owing  to  a  great  want  of  knowledge  in 
the  miserable  state  of  this  nation.  Tea,  coflee,  sugar, 
spices,  wine,  and  foreign  cloths,  are  the  particulars  you 
mention  upon  which  this  tax  should  be  raised.  I  will 
allow  the  two  first,*because  they  are  unwholesome ;  and 
ihe  last  because  J  should  be  glad  if  they  were  all 
burned  :  but  I  beg  you  will  leave  us  our  wine  to  make 
us  awhile  forget  our  misery;  or  give  your  toiants 
leayc  to  plough  for  barley.  But  I  will  tell  you  a 
secret  which  I  learned  many  years  ago  from  the  com- 
missioners of  the  customs  in  London  ;  they  said,  when 
any  commodity  appeared  to  be  taxed  above  a  moderate 
rate,  the  consequence  was, to  lessen  that  branch  of  the 
revenue  by  one  half;  and  one  of  those  gentlemen 
pleasantly  told  me  that  the  mistake  of  parliaments  on 
such  occasioiv  was  owing  to  an  error  of  computing  two 
and  two  to  make  four;  whereas,  in  the  business  of 
laying  impositions,  two  and  two  hever  made  more  than 
one ;  which  happens  by  lessening  the  import,  and  the 
strong  temptation  of  running  such  goods  as  paid  high 
duties,  at  least  in  this  kingdom.  Although  the  women 
are  as  vain  and  extravagant  as  their  lovers  or  tiieir 
husbands  can  deserve,  and  the  men  are  fond  enough 
of  wine,  yet  the  number  of  both  who  can  afibrd  such 
expenses  is  so  small  that  the  major  part  must  refuse 
gratifying  themselves,  and  the  duties  will  rather  be 
lessened  than  increased.  But,  allowing  no  force  in 
this  argument,  yet  so  preternatural  a  sum  as  110,000/., 
raised  all  on  a  sudden  (for  there  is  no  daUytug  with 
hunger),  is  Just  in  proportion  with  raising  a  million  and 
a  hsJf  in  England ;  which  as  things  now  stand  would 
probably  bring  that  opulent  kingdom  under  some 
aifficulties. 

You  are  concerned  how  strange  and  surprising  it 
would  be  in  foreign  parts  to  hear  that  the  poor  were 
starving  in  a  rich  country,  &c.  Are  you  in  earnest  f 
Is  Ireland  the  rich  country  you  mean  ?  Or  are  you 
insulting  our  poverty  f  Were  you  ever  out  of  Ireland  f 
Or  were  you  ever  in  it  till  of  late  f  You  may  probably 
have  a  good  employment,  and  are  saving  all  you  can  to 
purchase  a  good  estate  in  England.  But  by  talking  so 
familiarly  of  llO,OOOiL  by  a  tax  upon  a  few  commodi- 
ties, it  is  plain  you  are  either  naturally  or  affectedly 
ignorant  of  our  present  condition :  or  else  you  would 
know  and  allow  that  such  a  sum  is  not  to  be  raised 
here  without  a  general  excise ;  since,  in  proportion  to 
our  wealth,  we  pay  already  in  taxes  more  than  England 
ever  did  in  the  height  of  war.  And  when  you  have 
brought  over  your  com,  who  will  be  the  buyers  9  Most 
certainly  not  the  poor,  who  will  not  be  able  to  purchase 
the  twentieth  part  of  it. 

Sir,  upon  tlie  whole,  your  paper  is  a  very  crude  niece, 
liable  to  more  objections  than  there  are  lines ;  out  I 
think  your  meaning  is  good,  and  so  for  you  are  par^ 
donable. 

If  you  will  propose  a  general  contribution  for  sup- 
porting the  poor  in  potatoes  and  buttermilk  till  the 
new  com  comes  in,  perhaps  you  may  succeed  better, 
because  the  thing  at  least  is  possible ;  and  I  think  if 
our  brethren  in  England  would  contribute  upon  this 
emergency  out  of  the  million  they  gain  from  us  every 
year,  they  would  do  a  piece  of  justice  as  well  as 


charity.  In  the  mean  time,  go  and  preach  to  your 
own  tenants  to  fall  to  the  plough  as  fast  as  they  csn ; 
and  prevail  with  your  neighbouring  squires  to  do  tbc 
same  with  theirs ;  or  else  die  with  the  guilt  of  having 
driven  away  half  the  inhabitants,  and  starving  the  rot. 
For  as  to  your  scheme  of  raising  110,000/.,  it  ii  u 
vain  as  that  of  Rabelais,  which  was  tosqueeie  ont  wind 
from  the  posteriors  of  a  dead  ass. 

But  why  all  this  concern  for  the  poorf  We  want 
them  not  as  the  country  is  now  managed ;  they  may 
follow  thousands  of  their  leaders,  and  seek  their  brad 
abroad.  Where  the  plough  has  no  work,  one  funilj 
can  do  the  business  of  fifty,  and  you  may  send  svij 
the  other  forty-nine.  An  admirable  piece  of  hm* 
bandry,  never  known  or  practised  by  the  wisest  nstiont, 
who  erroneously  thought  people  to  be  the  riches  of  a 
country! 

If  so  wretched  a  state  of  things  would  allow  it,  wt- 
thinks  I  could  have  a  malicious  pleasure,  after  all  the 
warning  I  have  in  vain  given  the  public  at  my  ovn 
peril  for  several  years  past,  to  see  the  coniequenm 
and  events  answering  in  every  particular.  1  pretend  to 
no  sagacity  ;  what  I  writ  was  little  more  than  what  I 
had  discoursed  to  several  persons,  who  were  genenlly 
of  my  opinion ;  and  it  was  obvious  to  every  common 
understanding  that  such  effects  must  needs  follow  from 
such  causes ; — a  fair  issue  of  things  begun  upon  paitr 
rage,  while  some  sacrificed  the  public  to  fury,  and  othen 
to  ambition :  while  the  spirit  of  faction  and  oppreastoo 
reigned  in  every  part  of  uie  country,  where  gentlemen, 
instead  of  consulting  the  ease  of  their  tenants  or  culti* 
vating  their  lands,  were  worrying  one  anodier  uoon 
pointi  of  whig  and  tory,  of  high  church  snd  lov 
church ;  which  no  more  concerned  them  than  the  loi? 
and  famous  controversy  of  strops  for  rasois:  whik 
agriculture  was  wholly  discouraged,  and  conseqocDtly 
half  the  farmers  and  labourers  and  poorer  trsaearoeo 
forced  to  beggary  or  banishment.  "  Wisdom  eri«4h  in 
the  streets:  Because  I  have  called  on  you:  1  hsve 
stretched  out  my  hand,  and  no  man  regarded ;  but  j* 
have  set  at  nought  all  my  counsels,  and  would  none  of 
my  reproof;  I  also  will  laugh  at  your  calamityi  vA 
mock  when  your  fear  cometh." 

I  have  now  done  with  your  menBorial,  end  frcdy 
excuse  your  mistakes,  since  you  appear  to  write  as  a 
stranger,  and  as  of  a  country  which  is  left  at  liboty  to 
enjoy  the  benefits  of  nature,  and  to  make  the  beat  of 
those  advantages  which  God  has  given  it  in  toil, 
climate,  and  situation. 

But  having  lately  sent  out  a  paper  entitled  A 
Short  View  of  the  State  of  Ireland ;  and  hearing  of  an 
objection,  that  some  people  think  I  have  treated  th« 
memory  of  the  late  lord  chief-justice  Whitshed  witb 
an  appearance  of  severity ;  since  I  may  not  probsbit 
have  another  opportunity  of  explaining  myself  in  tbai 
particular,  I  choose  to  do  it  here.  Laying  it  tbereforr 
down  for  a  postulatum,  which  I  suppoK  will  be  uni- 
versally granted,  that  no  little  creature  of  so  mesn  a 
birth  and  genius  had  ever  the  honour  to  be  a  grenter 
enemy  to  his  country  and  to  all  kinds  of  virtue  than 
HE,  I  answer  thus ;  whether  there  be  two  diiffmii 
goddesses  called  Fame,  as  some  authors  conteodi  or 
only  one  goddess  sounding  different  trompets,  it  o 
certain  that  people  distinguished  for  thetr  villsoT 
have  as  good  a  tiue  to  a  blast  from  the  pro]xr  tromp^^ 
as  those  who  are  most  renowned  for  their  virtues  b*v« 
from  the  other ;  and  have  equal  reason  to  con)pIsin/| 
it  be  refused  them.  And  accordingly  the  names  of  the 
most  celebrated  profligates  have  been  fiuthfully  tnw- 
mitted  down  to  postenty.  And  although  the  pei*^ 
here  understood  acted  his  port  in  an  obscure  conier  <|| 
the  world,  yet  his  talents  might  have  shone  with 
lustre  enough  in  the  noblest  scene. 

As  to  my  naming  a  person  dead,  the  plain  hou^^^ 
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naioo  is  the  best  He  was  armed  with  power  and  will 
ttf  do  raiiduef,  ereu  where  he  was  not  provoked,  as 
afpwvd  by  his  prosecuting  two  printers,  one  to  death 
aod  both  to  rain,  who  had  neither  offended  God  nor 
tbe  king,  nor  him  nor  the  public. 

What  an  encouragement  to  vice  is  this!  If  an  ill 
TOMu  be  alive  and  in  power  we  dare  not  attack  him  ; 
Slid  if  be  be  weary  of  the  world  or  of  his  own  villanies, 
be  ku  nothing  to  do  but  die;,  and  then  his  reputation  is 
afe.  Fer  these  excellent  casuists  know  just  Latin 
cooQgfa  to  have  heard  a  most  foolish  precept,  that  de 
Nortel  mU  min  bomtm;  so  that  if  SocF^es  and  Anytus 
iuf  acotfer  had  happened  to  die  together,  the  charity 
of  ramronmust  either  have  obliged  them  to  hold  their 
pnce  or  fix  the  same  character  on  both.  The  only 
oime  of  charging  the  dead  is  when  the  least  doubt 
tmaim  vhether  die  accusation  be  true ;  but  when  men 
ate  o|nily  abandoned  and  lost  to  all  shame,  they  have 
no  reaaoDto  think  it  hard  if  their  memory  be  leproached. 
Whoever  reports  or  otherwise  publishes  anything 
which  it  is  possible  may  be  false,  that  roan  is  a 
tiaudoer;  ktcnigaresij  hmc  iu,  Romam,  cavtto.  Even 
the  kut  miirepresentation  or  aggravation  of  &cts 
dttenrtf  the  nme  censure  in  some  degree ;  but  in  this 
ca«  I  am  quite  deceived  if  my  error  has  not  been  on 
the  tide  of  extenuation. 

I  have  now  present  before  me  the  idea  of  some  per- 
y>a»  ;I  know  not  in  what  part  of  the  world)  who  spend 
€f«y  moment  of  their  lives,  and  every  turn  of  their 
tho(^  while  they  are  awake  (and  probably  of  their 
(hcBBi  vhile  they  sleep),  in  the  most  detestable  actions 
u>d  (kiigns }  who  defight  in  mischief,  scandal,  and 
(^l<5Qy,  with  the  hatred  and  contempt  of  all  mankind 
^pJaA  them,  but  chiefly  of  those  among  their  own 
||vty  aod  their  own  family ;  such  whose  c^ious  quali- 
(wriral  each  other  for  perfection :  avarice,  brutality, 
Uetaa,  pridc^  malic«,  treachery,  noise,  impudence, 
diiinea,  ignorance,  yanity,  and  revenge,  contending 
cTfry  moment  for  superiority  in  their  breasts.  Such 
o'vtuxeft  arc  not  to  be  reformed,  neither  is  it  prudent 
«r  afe  to  attempt  a  reformation.  Yet,  although  their 
"^«ouns  will  rot,  tliere  may  be  some  benefit  for  their 
'Wfifoa  to  imell  it  while  it  is  rotting. 

I  am  sir,  your  humble  servant,  A.  B. 


TWO  LETTERS 

<'N  STBJirre  RELATIVE  TO  THE  IMPROVEMENT  OF 

IRELAND. 

TO  MBBgB&  TRUSMAN  AND  LAVPIELD. 


(liyTLCMKX, — I  am  inclined  to  think  that  I  received  a 
i^o  from  you  two  last  summer,  directed  to  Dublin, 
•hilei  waiin  the  country,  whither  it  was  sent  me ;  and 
1  ttdertd  an  answer  to  it  to  be  printed,  but  it  seems  it 
^  little  effect,  and  I  suppose  tnis  wiU  not  have  much 
^n.  Bat  the  heart  of  this  people  is  waxed  gross,  and 
^  on  are  dull  of  hearing,  and  their  eyes  they  have 
f'-awl.  And  gentlemen  I  am  to  tell  you  another 
r^ji^^tbat  the  world  is  too  regardless  of  what  we 
*nte  for  paUic  good :  that  after  we  have  delivered 
(•w  thoughts,  witnout  any  prospect  of  advantage  or  of 
ft>«tation,  which  latter  is  not  to  be  had  but  by  sub- 
•7ibijig  our  names,  we  cannot  prevail  upon  a  printer 
'41  be  at  the  charge  of  sending  it  into  the  world  unless 
"'  sill  be  at  all  or  half  the  expense ;  and  although  we 
Aft  willing  enough  to  bestow  our  labours  we  think  it 
tuircawoable  to  be  out  of  pocket,  because  it  probably 
<^T  not  coosiit  with  the  situation  of  our  affairs. 

1  do  Tery  much  approve  your  good  intentions,  and 
^'^f^P^  measure  your  manner  of  declaring  them,  and 
I  do  imagine  yon  intended  that  the  world  should  not 


only  know  your  sentiments  but  my  answer,  which  I 
shall  impartially  give. 

That  great  prelate  [archbishop  King],  in  whose  cover 
you  directed  your  letter,  sent  it  me  m  the  morning, 
and  I  begin  my  answer  to-night,  not  knowing  what  in- 
terruption  I  may  meet  with. 

1  hiave  ordered  your  letter  to  be  printed,  as  it  ought 
to  be,  along  with  my  answer,  because  I  conceive  it  will 
be  mote  acceptable  and  informing  to  the  kingdom. 

I  shall  therefore  now  go  on  to  answer  your  letter  in 
all  manner  of  sincerity. 

Although  your  letter  be  directed  to  me,  yet  I  take 
myself  to  be  only  an  imi^inary  person ;  for  although 
I  conjecture  I  had  formerly  one  from  you,  yet  I  never 
answered  it  otherwise  than  in  print ;  neither  was  I  at  a 
loss  to  know  the  reasons  why  so  many  people  of  this 
kingdom  were  transporting  themselves  to  America.  And 
if  this  encouragement  were  owing  to  a  pamphlet  written, 
giving  an  account  of  the  country  of  Pennsylvania,  to 
tempt  people  to  go  thither,  I  do  declare  that  those  who 
were  tempted  by  such  a  narrative  to  such  a  journey  were 
fools,  and  the  author  a  roost  iropudent  knave,  at  least  if 
it  be  the  same  pamphlet  I  saw  when  it  first  came  out, 
which  is  above  25  years  ago,  dedicated  to  William  Penn 
(whom  by  a  mistake  you  call  **  sir  William  Penn"), 
and  styling  him  by  autliority  of  the  Scripture  **  most 
noble  governor."  For  I  was  very  well  acquainted 
with  Penn,  and  did  some  years  after  talk  with  him 
upon  that  pamphlet  and  the  impudence  of  the  author, 
who  spoke  so  many  things  in  praise  of  the  soil  and 
climate,  which  Penn  himself  did  absolutely  contradict. 
For  he  did  assure  me  '^  That  this  country  wanted  the 
shelter  of  mountains,  which  lefl  it  open  to  the  northern 
winds  from  Hudson's  Bay  and  the  Frosen  Sea,  which 
destroyed  all  plantations  of  trees  and  was  even  perni- 
cious to  all  comroon  vegetables."  But  indeed  New 
York,  Virginia,  and  other  parts  less  northward,  or  more 
defended  by  mountains,  are  described  as  excellent 
countries;  but  upon  what  conditions  of  advantage 
foreigners  go  thither  1  am  yet  to  seek. 

What  evils  our  people  avoid  by  running  irom  hence 
is  easier  to  be  determmed.  They  conceive  themselves 
to  live  under  the  tyranny  of  most  cruel  exacting  land- 
lords, who  have  no  views  further  than  increasing  their 
rent-rolls.  Secondly,  You  complain  of  the  want  of 
trade,  whereof  you  seem  not  to  know  the  reason.  Third- 
ly, You  lament  most  justly  the  mcmey  spent  by  ab- 
sentees in  England.  Fourthly,  You  complain  that  vour 
linen  manufacture  declines.  Fifthly,  That  your  tithe- 
collectors  oppress  you.  Sixthly,  That  your  children 
hare  no  hopes  of  preferment  in  the  church,  the  revenue, 
or  the  army ;  to  which  you  might  have  added  the  law 
and  all  civil  employments  whatsoever.  Seventhly,  Yon 
are  undone  for  want  of  silver  and  want  all  other  money. 

I  could  easily  add  some  other  motives  which,  to  men 
of  spirit,  who  desire  and  expect  and  think  they  de- 
serve the  common  privileges  of  human  nature,  would 
be  of  more  force  than  any  you  have  yet  named  to  drive 
them  out  of  this  kingdom.  But  as  these  speculations 
may  probably  not  much  affect  the  brains  of  your  peo- 

fle  I  shall  choose  to  let  them  pass  unmentioned.  Yet 
cannot  but  observe  that  roy  very  good  and  virtuous 
friend,  his  excellency  Burnet*  (0^*,  nee  tali  indigme 
parents !)  has  not  hitherto  been  sible  to  persuade  his 
vassals,  by  his  oratory  in  the  style  of  a  commander,  to 
settle  a  revenue  on  his  riceroyal  person.  I  have  been 
likewise  assured  that  in  one  of  those  colonies  on  the 
continent,  which  nature  has  so  far  favoured  as  (by  the 
industrv  of  the  inhabitants)  to  produce  a  great  quantity 
of  excellent  rice,  the  stubborn  people,  having  been  told 
that  the  world  was  wide,  took  it  mto  their  heads  that 
they  might  sell  their  own  rice  at  whatever  foreign  market 

*  William  Burnet,  the  eldeit  son  of  bishop  Bamet,  at  this 
lime  govexnor  of  MamchuseUa. 
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they  pleased,  and  seem  by  their  practice  very  unwill- 
ing to  quit  that  opinion. 

But  to  return  to  my  subject ;  I  must  confess  to  you 
both,  that  if  one  reason  of  your  people's  deserting  us  be 
tiie  despair  of  things  growing  better  in  their  own  coun- 
try, I  have  not  one  syllable  to  answer,  because  that 
would  be  to  hope  for  what  is  impossible ;  and  so  I  have 
been  telling  the  public  these  ten  years.  For  there  are 
events  which  must  precede  any  such  blessing ;  first,  a 
liberty  of  trade ;  secondly,  a  share  of  preferments  in  all 
kinds,  equal  to  the  British  natives ;  and  thirdly,  a  re- 
turn of  those  absentees  who  take  almost  one  half  of  the 
kingdom  s  revenue.  As  to  the  first  and  second,  there 
is  nothing  left  us  but  despair ;  and  for  the  third,  it 
will  never  happen  till  the  Kingdom  has  no  money  to 
send  them ;  for  which,  in  my  own  particular,  I  shall 
not  be  sorry. 

The  exaction  of  landlords  has  indeed  been  a  grievance 
of  above  20  years'  standing.  But  as  to  what  you  ob- 
ject about  the  severe  clauses  relating  to  the  improve- 
ment, the  fault  lies  wholly  on  the  other  side ;  for  the 
landlords,  either  by  their  ignorance  or  greediness  of 
making  large  rent-rolls,  have  performed  this  matter  so 
ill,  as  we  see  by  experience,  that  there  is  not  one  tenant 
in  500  who  has  made  any  improvement  worth  mention- 
ing ;  for  which  I  appeal  to  any  man  who  rides  through 
the  kingdom,  where  little  is  to  be  found  among  the 
tenants  but  beggary  and  desolation ;  the  cabins  of  the 
Scotch  themselves,  in  Ulster,  being  as  dirty  and  mise- 
rable as  those  of  the  wildest  Irish.  Whereas  good  firm 
penal  laws  for  improvement,  with  a  tolerable  easy  rent, 
and  a  reasonable  period  of  time,  would  in  20  years 
have  increased  the  rents  of  Ireland  at  least  a  third  part 
of  the  intrinsic  value. 

I  am  glad  to  hear  you  speak  with  some  decency  of 
the  clergy,  and  to  impute  the  exactions  you  lament  to 
the  managers  or  farmers  of  the  tithes.  But  you  entirely 
mistake  the  fact,  for  I  defy  the  most  wicked  and  the 
most  powerful  clergyman  in  the  kingdom  to  oppms 
the  meanest  farmer  in  the  parish  ;  and  I  defy  the  same 
clei^man  to  prevent  himself  from  being  cheated  by  the 
same  farmer,  whenever  that  farmer  shall  be  disposed  to 
be  knavish  or  peevish.  For  although  the  Ulster  tithing- 
teller  is  more  advantageous  to  the  clergy  than  any  other 
in  the  kingdom,  yet  the  minister  can  demand  no  more 
tiian  his  tenth ;  and  where  the  com  much  exceeds  the 
small  tithes,  as  except  in  some  districts  I  am  told  it 
always  does,  he  is  at  the  mercy  of  every  stubborn  farmer, 
especially  of  those  whose  sect  as  well  as  interest  incline 
them  to  opposition.  However  I  take  it  that  your  people 
bent  for  America  do  not  show  the  best  side  of  their 
prudence  in  making  this  one  part  of  their  complaint ; 
yet  they  are  so  far  wise  as  not  to  make  the  payment  of 
tithes  a  scruple  of  conscience,  which  is  too  gross  for  any 

rtestant  dissenter  except  a  quaker  to  pretend.  But 
your  people  indeed  think  that  if  tithes  were  ab(}lish- 
ed  or  delivered  into  the  hands  of  the  landlord,  after  the 
blessed  mariner  in  the  Scotch  spiritual  economy,  the 
tenant  would  sit  easier  in  his  rent  under  the  same  per- 
son who  must  be  lord  of  the  soil  and  of  the  tithe  to- 
gether f 

I  am  ready  enough  to  grant  that  the  oppression  of 
landlords,  the  utter  ruin  of  trade,  with  its  necessary 
consequences,  the  want  of  money,  half  the  revenues  of 
the  kingdom  spent  abroad,  the  continued  dearth  of 
three  years,  and  the  strong  delusion  in  your  f)eople  by 
false  allurement  from  America,  may  be  the  chief 
motives  of  their  eagerness  after  such  an  expedition. 
But  there  is  likewise  another  temptation,  which  is  not 
of  inconsiderable  weight ;  which  is  their  itch  of  living 
in  a  country  where  their  sect  is  predominant,  and  where 
their  eyes  and  consciences  will  not  be  ofi*ended  by  the 
stumbling  block  of  ceremonies,  habits,  and  spiritual 
titles.     But  I  was  Bur{)rised  to  find  that  those  calamities, 


whereof  we  are  innocent,  have  been  sufficient  to  drive 
many  families  out  of  their  country  who  had  no  resno 
to  complain  of  oppressive  landlords.  For  while  I  wu 
last  year  in  the  northern  parts  a  person  of  quality,  whose 
estate  was  let  above  20  years  ago  and  men  at  a  very 
reasonable  rent,  some  for  leases  of  lives  and  some  per- 
petuities, did  in  a  few  months  purchase  eleven  of  tnise 
leases  at  a  very  inconsiderable  price,  althongb  tbey 
were  two  years  ago  reckoned  to  pay  but  half  ralur. 
Whence  it  is  manifest  that  our  present  miserable  con- 
dition and  the  dismal  prospect  of  worse,  with  other 
reasons  alwve  assigned,  are  sufficient  to  put  men  upon 
trying  this  desperate  experiment  of  changing  the  «c«ie 
they  are  in,  although  landlords  should  by  a  mincl« 
become  less  inhuman. 

There  is  hardly  a  scheme  proposed  for  improving  the 
trade  of  this  kingdom  which  does  not  manifestly  shuv 
the  stupidity  and  ignorance  of  the  proposer ;  and  I 
laugh  with  contempt  at  those  weak  wise  headi  who 
proceed  upon  general  maxims  or  advise  us  to  follow 
the  examples  of  Holland  and  England.  These  empiricf 
talk  by  rote  without  understanding  the  constitution  of 
the  kingdom ;  as  if  a  physician,  knowing  that  exert»«e 
contributed  much  to  health,  should  proscribe  to  h» 
patient  under  a  severe  fit  of  the  gout  to  walk  ten  mila 
every  morning.     The  directions  for  Ireland  are  very 
short  and  plain,  to  encourage  agriculture  and  bomr 
consumption    and  utterly    discud    all  Trnpoctaticm 
which  are  not  absolutely  necessary  for  health  or  liw- 
And  how  few  necessaries,  conveniences,  or  even  com- 
forts of  life,  are  denied  us  by  nature  or  not  to  be  ^* 
tained  by  labour  and  industry!     Are  those  detestaWe 
extravagancies  of  Flanders  lace,  English  cloths  made 
of  our  own  wool,  and  other  goods,  Italian  or  Indiw 
silks,  tea,  cofiee,  chocolate,  china-ware,  and  that  pi^ 
fusion  of  wines  by  the  knavery  of  merchants  groww? 
dearer  every  season,  with  a  hundred  unuecessaiy  fop- 
peries better  known  to  others  than  me — ^are  these,  I  oy* 
fit  for  us  any  more  than  for  the  beggar  who  could  w* 
eat  his  veal  without  oranges?    Is  it  not  the  bigb«^ 
indignity  to  human  nature  that  men  should  be  viA 
poltroons  as  to  suffer  tiie  kingdom  and  themselves  to  m 
undone  by  the  vanity,  the  folly,  the  pride,  and  wanton- 
ness of  their  wives,  who  under  Aeir  present  corruptiow 
seem  to  be  a  kind  of  animal  sufiWed  for  our  via  v 
be  sent  into  the  world  for  the  destruction  of  fsmilMS. 
societies,  and  kingdoms,  and  whose  whole  study  tf«^ 
directed  to  be  as  expensive  as  they  possibly  csn  m 
every  useless  article  of  living;  who  by  long  P***"^' 
can  reconcile  the  most  pernicious  foreign  drugs  to  vf^ 
health  and  pleasure,  provided  they  are  but  expennvp, 
as  starlings  grow  fat  with  henbane;  who  conttsct  a 
robustness  by  mere  practice  of  sloth  and  luxury;  *ho 
can   play   deep  several  hours    after  midnight,  5l«JP 
beyond  noon,  revel  upon  Indian  poisons,  and  spend  the 
revenues  of  a  moderate  family  to  adorn  a  nauseou* 
unwholesome  living  carcase!    Let  those  few  who  are 
not  concerned  in  any  part  of  this  accusation  sopP'f ' 
unsaid;  let  the  rest  take  it  among  thena.    Gracioo* 
God,  in  his  mercy,  look  down  upon  a  nation  so  sham'^ 
fully  besotted ! 

If  I  am  possessed  of  100/.  a-year,  and  by  some  n»«- 
fortune  it  sinks  to  50  witliout  a  possibility  of  e'^f' 
being  retrieved,  does  it  remain  a  question  in  such  s^ 
exigency  what  I  am  to  dot  must  not  I  retrench  one 
half  in  every  article  of  expense  t  or  retire  to  some  cbeapj 
distant  part  of  the  country,  where  necessaries  are  » 
hal  f- value  1  . 

Is  there  any  mortal  who  can  show  me,  under  w 
circumstances  we  stand  with  our  neighbours,  u"**"! 
their  inclinations  towards  us,  under  laws  never  to  w  re- 
pealed, under  the  desolation  caused  by  a^***^""*^^i 
many  other  circumstances  not  to  be  mentioned,  that  tii 
kingdom  can  ever  be  a  nation  of  trade  or  suhsut  'v 


ANSWER  TO  LETTERS  FROM  UNKNOWN  HANDS. 


93 


any  otiM<r  method  than  that  of  a  reduced  family,  by 
the  omuat  panimony,  in  the  manner  I  have  already 
prcKribedf 

I  am  tired  with  letters  from  many  unreaaonable,  well- 
meftiiin^  people,  who  are  daily  pre»ing  me  to  deliver 
my  tfaoagfafei  in  this  deplorable  juncture,  which  upon 
maoy  otben  I  have  ao  often  done  in  vain.  What  will 
it  import  that  half  a  icore  people  in  a  coffeehouse  may 
happen  to  read  this  paper,  and  even  the  majority  of 
those  lew  differ  in  every  sentiment  irom  met  If  the 
taxvaa  be  not  allowed  to  sow  his  com,  if  half  die  little 
monty  amony  us  be  sent  to  pay  rents  to  Irish  absentees, 
sod  dbe  rest  for  foreign  luxuries  and  dress  for  the 
wmsen,  what  will  our  charitable  dispositions  avail 
when  there  la  nothing  left  to  be  given  f  when  contrary 
L)  sll  costom  and  example  all  necessaries  of  life  are  so 
exorbitant ;  when  money  of  all  kinds  was  never  known 
tD  be  so  scarce ;  ao  that  gentlemen  of  no  contemptible 
cftsbes  are  foroed  to  retrench  in  every  article  (except 
what  relates  to  their  wives)  without  being  able  to  show 
any  bounty  to  the  poor  f 
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I  AM  very  well  pleased  with  the  good  opinion  you  ex- 
ptcH  of  me,  and  wish  it  were  any  way  m  my  power  to 
sAiver  your  expectations  for  the  service  of  my  country. 
1  have  carefully  read  your  several  schemes  and  propo- 
ols  which  you  think  should  be  offered  to  the  parlia- 
nma.  In  answer,  I  will  assure  you  that  in  another 
pUee  I  have  known  very  good  proposals  rejected  with 
cadcmpt  by  imblic  assemblies  merely  because  they 
woe  offered  nom  widiout  doors;  and  yours  perhajps 
niif^t  have  the  same  fiste,  especially  if  handed  to  the 
public  by  me,  who  am  not  acquainted  ivith  three  mem- 
ben  nor  have  the  least  interest  with  one.  My  printers 
baie  been  twice  prosecuted,  to  my  great  expense,  on 
aeooont  of  discourses  I  writ  for  the  public  service, 
without  the  least  reflection  on  parties  or  peisons ;  and 
the  sucoeia  I  had  in  those  of  the  drapier  was  not  owing 
to  my  ahilitiew  but  to  a  lucky  juncture,  when  the  fiiel 
wsa  ready  Ibr  the  first  hand  that  would  be  at  the  pains 
of  kindling  it  It  is  true  both  those  envenomed  prose- 
cutions woe  die  workmanship  of  a  judge  who  is  now 
gone  /•  h$§  mm  piace.  But  let  that  be  as  it  will,  I  am 
determined  benoefortfa  never  to  be  the  instrument  of 
leaving  an  innocent  man  at  the  mercy  of  that  bench. 

It  is  certain  there  are  several  particulars  relating  to 
this  kingdom  (I  have  mentioned  a  few  of  them  in  one 
o^  my  diapier*s  letters)  which  it  were  heartily  to  be 
wiJied  that  the  parliament  would  take  under  their  con- 
stdsratiosk,  such  as  will  no  way  interfere  with  England 
otherwise  than  to  its  advantage. 

The  fint  I  shall  mention  is  touched  at  in  a  letter 
which  I  leoeived  from  one  of  you,  gentlemen,  about  the 
bigfawaysy  which  indeed  are  almost  everywhere  scan- 
daldosiy  neglected.  I  know  a  very  rich  man  in  this 
oaty,  a  true  lover  and  saver  of  his  money,  who  being 
papiaaj  of  some  adjacent  lands  has  been  at  great 
cbsTfe  in  repairing  effectually  the  roads  that  lead  to 
'■Jna,  and  bss  assured  me  that  his  lands  are  thereby 
^rsaoed  4s.  or  ds.  an  acre,  by  which  he  gets  treble 
•loecit.  But  generally  speaking  all  over  the  kingdom 
t!w  Doads  are  diepUnable,  and  what  is  more  particularly 
huharons  there  is  no  sort  of  provision  made  for  travel- 
l«n  on  loot,  no,  not  near  the  city,  except  in  a  ^Fcry  few 
f  Uccs  and  in  a  most  wretched  manner ;  whereas  the 
Kaglish  are  so  particularly  careful  in  this  point,  that 
yon  may  travel  there  100  miles  with  less  inconvenience 
than  one  mile  hen.  But  since  thu  may  be  thought 
too  great  a  lefonnation  I  shall  only  speak  of  roads  for 
andcatde. 


Iieland  is,  I  think,  computed  to  be  one-third  smaller 
than  England,  yet  by  some  natural  disadvantages  it 
would  not  bear  quite  the  same  proportion  in  value  with 
the  same  encouragement  However  it  has  so  happened 
for  many  years  past  that  it  never  arrived  to  above  one- 
eleventh  part  in  point  of  riches ;  and  of  late  by  the  con- 
tinual decrease  of  trade  and  the  increase  of  absentees, 
Mrith  other  circumstances  not  here  to  be  mentioned, 
hardly  to  a  fifteenth  part,  at  least  if  my  calculations 
be  right,  which  I  doubt  are  a  little  too  fiivourable  on 
our  side. 

Now  supposing  day-labour  to  be  cheaper  by  one-half 
here  than  in  England,  and  our  roads,  by  the  nature  of 
our  carriages  and  the  desolation  of  our  country,  to  be 
not  worn  and  beaten  above  one-eighth  part  so  much  as 
those  of  England,  which  is  a  very  moderate  computa- 
tion, I  do  not  see  why  the  mending  of  them  would  be 
a  greater  burden  to  this  kingdom  than  to  that. 

There  have  been,  I  believe,  20  acts  of  parliament  in 
six  or  seven  years  of  the  late  king  for  mending  long 
tracts  of  impassable  ways  in  several  counties  of  Eng- 
land, by  erecting  turnpikes  and  receiving  passage- 
money,  in  a  manner  that  everybody  knows.  If  what  I 
have  sidvanced  be  true  it  would  be  hard  to  give  a 
reason  against  the  same  practice  here ;  since  the  neces- 
sity is  as  great,  the  advantage  in  proportion  perhaps 
much  greater,  (he  materials  of  stone  and  gravel  as  easy 
to  be  found,  and  the  workmanship  at  least  twice  as 
cheap.  Besides,  the  work  may  be  done  gradually 
with  allowances  for  the  poverty  of  the  nation  by  so 
many  perch  a-year,  but  with  a  special  care  to  encou- 
rage skill  and  diligence,  and  to  prevent  fraud  in  the 
undertakers,  to  which  we  are  too  liable  and  which  are 
not  alwavs  confined  to  those  of  the  meaner  sort ;  but 
against  these  no  doubt  the  wisdom  of  the  nation  may 
and  will  provide. 

Another  evil,  which  in  my  opinion  deserves  the 
public  care,  is  the  ill  management  of  the  bogs;  the 
neglect  whereof  is  a  much  greater  mischief  to  this  king* 
dom  than  most  people  seem  to  be  aware  of. 

It  is  allowed  indeed  by  those  who  are  esteemed  most 
skilful  in  such  matters  that  the  red,  swelling  mossv 
bog,  whereof  we  have  so  many  large  tracts  in  this  islano, 
is  not  by  any  means  to  be  fidly  reduced,  but  the 
skirts  which  are  covered  with  a  green  coat  easily  may, 
being  not  accretion  or  annual  growth  of  moss  like  the 
other. 

Now  the  landlords  are  generally  so  careless  as  to 
suffer  their  tenants  to  cut  their  turf  in  these  skirts  as 
well  as  the  bog  adjoined,  whereby  there  is  yearly  lost 
a  considerable  quantity  of  land  throughout  the  king- 
dom, never  to  be  recovered. 

But  this  is  not  the  greatest  part  of  the  mischief;  for 
the  main  bog,  although  perhaps  not  reducible  to  natu- 
ral soil,  yet  by  continumg  large,  deep,  straight  canals 
through  die  middle,  cleaned  at  proper  times  as  low  as 
the  channel  or  gravel,  would  become  secure  summer- 
pasture  ;  the  margins  might  with  great  profit  and  orna- 
ment be  filled  with  quickens,  birch,  and  other  trees 
proper  for  such  a  soil,  and  the  canals  be  convenient 
for  water-carriage  of  the  turf,  which  is  now  drawn  upon 
sled-cars  with  great  expense,  difiiculty,  and  loss  of 
time,  by  reason  of  the  many  turf-pits  scattered  irregu- 
larly through  the  bog,  wherein  great  numbers  of  catde 
are  yearly  drowned.  And  it  has  been,  I  confess,  to  me 
a  matter  of  the  greatest  vexation  as  well  as  wonder  to 
think  how  any  landlord  could  be  so  absurd  as  suffer 
such  havoc  to  be  made. 

All  the  acts  for  encouraging  plantations  of  forest- 
trees  are  I  am  told  extremely  defective,  which  with 
great  submission  must  have  been  owing  to  a  defect  of 
skill  in  the  contrivers  of  them.  In  this  climate,  by  the 
continual  blowing  of  the  west-south-west  wind,  hardly 
any  tree  of  value  will  come  to  perfection  that  is  not 
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Pknted  in  groves,  except  very  nuely  and  where  there 
is  much  land-shelter.  I  have  not  indeed  read  all  the 
acts,  but  from  inquiry  I  cannot  learn  tliat  the  planting 
in  groves  is  enjoined.  And  as  to  the  effects  of  these 
laws,  I  have  not  seen  the  least  in  many  hundred  miles* 
riding,  except  about  a  very  few  gentlemen's  houses,  and 
even  those  with  very  little  skill  or  success.  In  all  the 
vest  the  hedges  generally  miscairy,  as  well  as  the  larger 
slender  twigs  planted  upon  the  tops  €^  ditches,  merely 
for  want  of  common  skUl  and  care. 

I  do  not  believe  that  a  greater  and  quicker  pro6t  could 
be  made  than  by  planting  large  groves  of  asn  a  few  feet 
asmider,  which  in  seven  yean  would  make  the  best 
kind  of  hoppoles,  and  grow  in  the  same  or  less  time 
to  a  second  crop  fVom  their  roots. 

It  would  likewise  be  of  great  use  and  beauty  in  our 
desert  scenes  to  oblige  cottagers  to  plant  ash  or  elm 
before  their  cabins  and  round  their  potato-gardens, 
where  cattle  either  do  not  or  ought  not  to  come  to 
destroy  them. 

The  common  objection  against  all  this,  drawn  from 
the  lasiness,  the  perverseness,  or  thievish  disposition  of 
the  poor  native  Irish,  might  be  easily  answered  by 
showing  the  true  reasons  for  such  accusations,  and  how 
easily  .those  people  may  be  brought  to  a  leas  savage 
manner  of  life ;  but  my  printers  have  already  suffered 
too  much  for  mv  speculations.  However,  supposing 
the  sise  of  a  native's  understanding  just  equal  to  that 
iA  a  dog  or  a  horse,  I  have  often  seen  those  two  ani- 
mals civilised  by  rewards  at  least  as  much  as  by 
punishments. 

It  would  be  a  noble  achievement  to  abolish  the  Irish 
language  in  this  kingdom,  so  ikr  at  least  as  to  oblige 
all  the  natives  to  speak  only  English  on  every  occasion 
of  business,  in  shops,  markets,  fairs,  and  other  places  of 
dealing;  yet  I  am  wholly  deceived  if  this  might  not 
be  effiBCtiially  done  in  less  than  half  an  age,  and  at  a 
very  trifling  expense ;  for  such  I  look  upon  a  tax  to  be 
of  only  6000/.  a-year  to  accomplish  so  great  a  work. 
This  would  in  a  great  measure  civilise  the  most  barba- 
rous among  them,  reconcile  them  to  our  customs  and 
manner  of  living,  and  reduce  great  numbers  to  the 
national  religion,  whatever  kind  may  then  happen  to 
be  establish^.  This  method  is  plain  and  simple,  and 
although  I  am  too  desponding  to  produce  it,  yet  I 
could  heartily  wish  some  public  thoughts  were  employed 
to  reduce  this  uncultivat«l  people  from  that  idle,  savage, 
beastly,  thievish  manner  or  life,  in  which  they  continue 
sunk  to  such  a  d^^ree  that  it  is  almost  impossible  for 
a  country  gentleman  to  find  a  servant  of  nnman  ca- 
pacity, or  file  least  tincture  of  natural  honesty,  or  who 
does  not  live  among  his  own  tenants  in  continual  fear 
of  having  his  plantations  destroyed,  his  cattle  stolen, 
and  his  goods  pilfered. 

The  love,  affection,  or  vanity  of  living  in  England, 
continuing  to  carry  thither  so  many  wealthy  iltmilies, 
the  consequences  (hereof,  together  with  the  utter  loss  of 
all  trade  except  what  is  detrimental,  which  has  forced 
such  great  numbers  of  weaver*  and  others  to  seek  their 
bread  in  foreign  countries ;  the  unhappy  practice  of 
stocking  such  vast  quantities  of  land  witn  sheep  and 
other  cattle,  which  reduces  30  fiimilies  to  one ;  these 
events,  I  say,  have  exceedingly  depopulated  this  king^ 
dom  for  several  years  past  I  should  heartily  wi3i 
therefore  under  this  miserable  dearth  of  money,  that 
those  who  are  most  concerned  would  think  it  advisable 
to  save  100,000/.  a-year,  which  is  now  sent  out  of  this 
kingdom,  to  feed  us  with  corn.  There  is  not  an  older 
or  more  uncontrorerted  maxim  in  the  politics  of  all 
wise  nations  than  that  of  encouraging  agriculture,  and 
therefore  to  what  kind  of  wisdom  a  practice  so  directly 
contrary  among  us  may  be  reduced  I  am  by  no  means 
&  ja<lge.  If  labour  and  people  make  the  true  riches  of 
A  nation,  what  must  be  the  iame  where  one  part  of 


the  people  are  forced  away  and  the  other  have  nothing 
to  do? 

If  it  should  be  thought  proper  by  wiser  heads  that  bii 
majesty  might  be  applied  to  in  a  national  way  for 
giving  the  kingdom  leave  to  coin  halfpence  for  its  own 
use,  I  believe  no  good  subject  will  be  under  the  least 
apin'ehension  that  such  *a  request  could  meet  with 
refusal  or  the  least  delay.  Perhaps  we  are  the  only 
kingdom  upon  earth,  or  that  ever  was  or  will  be  upon 
earth,  which  did  not  enjoy  that  common  right  of  ciril 
society,  under  the  proper  inspection  of  its  prince  or 
legislature,  to  coin  money  of  all  usual  metals  for  iti 
own  occasions.  Every  petty  prince  in  Grermany,  vaan) 
to  the  emperor,  enjoys  this  privilege.  And  I  hsTP 
seen  in  this  kingdom  several  silver  pieces  with  thf 
inscription  of  Civitas  WATERroRD,  Droohedaoh,  umI 
other  towns. 


A  LETTER 

ON  MR.  M'CULLA'S  PROJECT  ABOUT  HALFPENCE, 
AND  A  NEW  ONE  PROPOSED. 

IN  A  LETTER  TO  DR.  DBLANV.      1729. 


Sir, — ^You  desire  to  know  my  opinion  conoemingr  Mr. 
M*Culla's  project  of  circulating  notes,  stamped  on 
copper,  that  shisll  pass  ibr  the  v^ue  oi  halfpence  and 
pence.  I  have  some  knowledge  of  the  man :  and  about 
a  month  ago  he  brought  me  his  book,  with  a  c4mpleof 
his  halfpenny  notes;  but  I  was  then  out  of  order,  sii(i 
he  could  not  be  admitted.  Since  that  time  V  csll^'l 
at  his  house,  where  I  discoursed  the  whole  affair  with 
him  as  thoroughly  as  I  could.  I  am  altogeiber  ^ 
stranger  to  his  character.  He  talked  to  roe  in  tbe 
usual  style,  with  a  great  profesaon  €^  seal  for  the 
public  good ;  which  is  the  common  cant  tX  all  project* 
ors  in  their  bills,  from  li  first  minister  oi  state  down  to 
a  comcutter.  But  I  stopped  him  short,  as  I  woaU 
have  done  a '^better  man;  because  it  is  too  gTo»* 
practice  to  pass  at  any  time,  and  especially  in  thiiag«> 
where  we  aft  know  one  anodier  so  well.  Yet  whoerw 
propoaes  any  scheme  which  may  prove  to  be  a  public 
benefit,  I  shall  not  quarrel  if  it  prove  likewise  rery 
beneficial  to  himself.  It  is  certam  that,  neit  to  the 
want  of  silver,''our  greatest  distress  in  point  of  coin  i< 
the  want  of  small  change,  which  may  be  some  po|v 
relief  for  the  defect  of  the  former,  since  the  crown  will 
not  please  to  take  that  work  upon  them  here  as  tb«T 
do  in  England.  One  thing  in  M <Cal]a's  book  is  cer- 
tainly ri^t,  that  no  law  hinders  me  fWnn  giving  s 
payable  note  upon  leather,  wood,  copper,  biass,  iron,  <« 
any  other  material  (except  gold  or  silver),  as  well  a* 
upon  paper.  The  question  is  whedier  1  can  sue  hitn 
on  a  copper  bond,  where  there  is  neither  hand  nor  leal 
nor  witnesses  to  prove  it  f  To  supply  this  he  has  pro* 
posed  that  the  materials  upon  which  mis  note  is  written 
shall  be  in  some  degree  of  value  equal  to  the  dclM. 
But  that  is  one  principal  matter  to  be  inquired  into. 
His  scheme  is  tius : 

He  gives  yon  a  piece  of  copper  for  a  halfpenny  or 
penny,  stamped  with  a  promissory  note  to  pay  T^ 
7M.  for  evoy  pound  of  copper  notes  whenever  you 
shall  return  them.  Eight-and-forty  of  these  half^»y* 
pieces  are  to  weigh  a  pound;  and  he  sells  you  that 
pound,  coined  and  stamped,  for  3s. :  by  wiiich  he 
clearly  gains  a  little  more  than  16  per  cent. :  that  ii  t» 
say  2d,  in  every  Is. 

This  will  cerUinly  arise  to  a  great  sum  if  he  should 
circulate  as  large  a  quantity  of  his  notesfas  the  king' 
dom,  under  the  great  deutfa  of  silver,  may  very  pro- 
bably require :  enough  indeed  to  make  any  Irish  trades- 
man's fortune ;  which  however  I  should  not  repine  at 
in  the  least  if  we  could  be  sure  of  his  fair  dealing.  It 
was  obvious  for  me  to  raise  the  common  objection,  why 


LKTTSR  ON  MR.  M<CULLA*S  PROJECT  ABOUT  HALFPENCB. 


95 


Mr.  MOkdla  would  not  give  Mcarity  to  pay  the  whole 
mm  to  aoy  maa  who  rettinied  him  his  copper  notes,  as 

iBT  krd  Daitmoutii  and  colonel  Moore  were  hy  their 
psTeoti  obliged  to  do.  To  which  he  gave  me  some 
lonrtn  pUniible  enough.  First,  ''  He  conceiTed  his 
eoint  were  much  nearer  to  the  intrinsic  value  than  any 
of  Ifaoee  coiiied  by  patents,  the  bulk  and  goodness  of 
ibe  metsl  equalling  the  best  English  haU^nce  made 
by  the  crown:  That  he  apprehended  the  ill-will  of 
mnouaad  designing  people ;  who,  if  they  found  him 
to  hsie  agreat  vent  Ibr  his  notes,  since  he  wanted  the 
pratection  of  a  patent,  might  make  a  run  upon  him, 
vhid  be  could  not  be  able  to  support :  And  lastly, 
tittt  hii  copper  (as  is  alxeadv  said)  being  equal  in 
nine  and  balk  to  the  English  halQience,  he  did  not 
appr^Mid  diey  should  ever  be  returned,  unless  a  com- 
buistiao  ]iroceBding  from  spite  and  envy  might  be 
ionned  agunst  him." 

Bat  tibere  are  some  points  in  his  proposal  which  I 
caauot  wdl  answer  for ;  nor  do  I  know  whether  he 
vOl  be  able  to  do  it  himself.  The  first  is,  whether  the 
copper  he  gircs  as  will  be  as  good  as  what  the  crown 
pnm'ded  for  the  English  halfpence  and  fikrthings ;  and 
imnidiT,  whether  be  will  always  oontmue  to  give  ua 
•vgood;  and  ditrdly,  when  he  will  think  fit  to  stop 
hit  hand  and  give  ns  no  more ;  for  I  should  be  as 
nry  to  beat  the  mercy  of  Mr.  M<Cnlla  as  of  Mr.  Wood. 

there  is  another  difficulty  of  the  last  importance. 
It »  known  enough  that  the  crown  is  supposed  to  be 
nettber  gainer  nor  loser  by  coinage  of  any  metal :  for 
jbfj  rabdaet  or  ought  to  subtzact  no  more  from  the 
uxriane  Taloe  than  what  will  just  pay  the  charges  of 
^  mint ;  and  how  nouch  that  will  amount  to  is  the 
qwiboQ.  By  what  I  could  gather  from  Mr.  M'Culla 
^copper  is  worth  14<(.  per  pound.  By  this  com- 
patttJoD,  if  he  sells  hie  copper  notes  for  3e.  the  pound 
^  will  pay  70<L  back,  then  the  expense  of  coinage 
tv  oDe  pound  of  copper  must  be  6d.  which  is  30  per 
c^  "nie  world  shoald  be  particularly  satisfied  on  mis 
4^1e  befoie  he  vends  notes :  for  the  discount  of  30 
fw  c«nt  is  prodigious,  and  vastly  more  than  I  can 
'^otvxiTc  it  ought  to  be.  For  if  we  add  to  that 
F^'paition  the  16  per  cent  which  he  avows  to  keep  for 
btsown  infit^  there  will  be  a  diraount  of  about  46  per 
CfoL  Or  to  reckon  I  think  a  fairer  way :  Whoever 
buri  a  noaad  of  Mr.  M'CuUa's  coin  at  2«.  per  pound 
oniei  bono  only  the  real  value  of  lid,,  which  is  a 
P<>«»i  of  copper;  and  thus  he  is  a  loser  of  41/.  Ida.  4i<. 
per  cent  But,  however,  this  high  discount  of  30  per 
cent,  will  be  no  objection  against  MK^uUa  s  proposal ; 
l^ecanK,  if  the  tharge  of  coining  will  honestly  amount 
^  *>  nniefa,  and  we  anppose  his  copper  notes  may  be 
^^nttd  upon  bioa,  he  will  be  the  greater  sufferer  of 
oe  two;  beeanse  the  bayer  can  lose  but  4cf.  in  a  pound 
«nd  M'CoUa  must  loee  M.,  which  was  the  charge  of 
^coinage. 

Upon  the  whole,  there  are  some  points  which  must 
^  «ttl«d  to  the  general  satisfaction  before  we  can 
^r  take  Mr.  M'Cnllas  copper  notes  for  value 
nccived ;  and  how  he  will  give  that  satisfaction  is  not 
*^^  ay  knowledge  or  conjecture.  The  first  point 
*  tbat  we  sbaU  be  luwaya  sure  of  receiving  good  cop- 
?e,  tqtuX  in  bulk  end  fineness  to  the  best  Engliah 
'^Ifpence. 

iW  second  point  is  to  know  what  'allowance  he 
^^  to  hioMu^  either  out  (^  the  weight  or  mixture 
of  bif  copper  or  both,  for  the  charge  of  coinage.  As 
^  de  weight  Ibe  matter  is  easy  by  hia  own  scheme ; 
^<  V  I  have  said  before,  he  proposes  48  to  weigh  a 
r^vul,  which  he  gives  you  ;for  2*.,  and  receives  it  by 
J^  pound  at  20rf. :  ao  that,  supposing  pore  copper  to 
be  lU.  a  pound,  he  makes  you  pay  30  per  cent,  for 
1^  Uboor  of  coming,  as  I  have  already  observed, 
^<«l<  16  par  cent,  when  he  sella  it .    But  if  to  this  he 


adds  any  alloy  to  debase  the  metal,  although  it  be  not 
above  10  per  cent,  then  Mr.  M'CulWs  ."promisaory 
notes  will,  to  the  intrinsic  value  of  the  metal,  be  above 
47  per  cent,  discount. 

For  subtracting  10  per  cent,  off  sixty  pounds* 
worth  of  copper,  it  will  (to  avoid  fractions)  be  about 
&i  per  cent,  m  the  whole  100/.,  which  added  to 

£41  13    4 
5  10    0 


will  be  per  cent.    47     3    4 

That  we  are  under  great  distress  for  change,  and  that 
Mr.  M*Culla*8  copper  notes,  on  supposition  of  the 
metal  being  pure,  are  less  liable  to  objection  than  the 
project  of  Wood  may  be  granted :  but  such  a  discount, 
where  we  are  not  sore  even  of  our  20(f.  a  pound,  appeara 
hitherto  a  dead  weight  on  hia  scheme. 

Since  I  writ  this,  calling  to  mind  that  I  had  aome 
copper  halfpence  by  me^  I  weighed  them  with  those  of 
Mr.  M'CuUa  and  observed  as  follows : 

First  I  weighed  Mr.  M^CuUa's  halfpenny  against 
an  English  one  of  king  Charles  II.,  which  outweighed 
Mr.  M'Culla's  a  fourdi  part,  or  25  per  cent. 

I  likewise  weighed  an  Irish  Patrick  and  David  half- 
penny, which  outweighed  Mr.  M'CuUas  12^  per 
cent.  It  had  a  very  &ir  and  deep  impression  and 
milled  very  skilfully  round. 

I  found  that  even  a  common  harp  halfpenny,  well 
preserved,  weighed  equal  to  Mr.  M*Culla*8.  And  even 
some  of  Wood  s  halfpence  were  near  equal  in  weight  to 
his.  Therefore,  if  it  be  true  that  he  does  not  think 
Wood's  copper  to  have  been  faulty,  he  may  probably 
give  us  no  better. 

I  have  laid  these  loose  thoughts  together  with  little 
order,  to  give  you  and  others  who  may  read  them  an 
opportunity  of  digesting  them  better.  I  am  no  enemy 
to  Mr.  'M^Culla's  project ;  but  I  would  have  it  put 
upon  a  better  foot.  I  own  that  this  halfpenny  of  king 
Charles  II.,  which  I  weighed  against  Mr.  M'  Culla's, 
was  of  the  fairest  kind  I  had  seen.    However,  it  is 

Slain  the  crown  could  afford  it  without  being  a  loaer. 
tut  it  is  prolnble  that  the  officers  of  the  mint  were 
then  more  honest  than  they  have  since  thought  fit  to  be ; 
for  I  confess  not  to  have  met  those  of  any  other  year 
so  weighty,  or  in  appearance  of  so  good  metal,  among 
all  the  copper  coins  of  the  three  last  reigns ;  yet  these, 
however,  aid  much  outwei^  thoae  of  Mr.  M^Culla, 
for  I  have  tried  the  experiment  on  a  hundred  of  them ; 
I  have  indeed  seen  accidentally  one  or  two  very  light, 
but  it  must  certainly  have  been  done  by  chance,  or 
rather  I  auppoae  them  to  be  counterfeits.  Be  that  as 
it  will,  it  IS  allowed  on  all  hands  that  good  copper 
waa  never  known  to  be  cheaper  than  it  is  at  present  I 
am  ignorant  of  the  prioe^  fiuther  than  by  hia  informing 
me  that  it  is  only  14<f.  a  pound ;  by  which  I  observe 
he  charges  the  coinage  at  30  per  cent ;  and  therefore 
I  cannot  but  think  his  demanus  are  exorbitant.  But 
to  say  the  truth,  the  deamess  or  cheapneas  of  the  metal 
does  not  properly  enter  into  the  question.  What  we 
desire  is,  tnat  it  should  be  of  the  best  kind  and  as 
weighty  as  can  be  afforded;  that  the  profit  of  the 
contriver  should  be  reduced  from  16  to  8  per  cent, 
and  the  charge  of  coinage,  if  possible,  from  30  to  10 
or  15  at  moat. 

Mr.  M'CuUa  must  also  give  good  security  that  he 
wiU  coin  only  a  determinate  sum,  not  exceeding 
20,000/.,  by  which,  althou|^  he  should  deal  with  all 
uprightness  imaginable,  and  make  hia  coin  as  good  aa 
that  I  weighed  of  king  Charles  11^  he  wUl  at  16  per 
cent  gain  3200/.,  a  very  good  additional  job  to  a  pri- 
vate tradesman's  fortune. 

I  must  advise  him  also  to  employ  better  workmen, 
and  make  his  impressions  deeper  and  plainer,  by  which 
a  riling  rim  may  be  left  about  the  edge  of  hia  coin. 
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to  preserve  the  letter  from  wearing  out  too  8oon.  He 
has  no  wardens  or  qiasten,  or  other  officer*  of  the  mint, 
to  tuck  up  his  profit,  and  therefore  can  afford  to  coin 
cheaper  than  tne  crown,  if  he  will  but  find  good  ma- 
terials, proper  implements,  and  skilful  workmen. 

Whether  this  project  will  succeed  in  Mr.  M^Culla's 
hands  (which,  if  it  be  honestly  executed,  I  should  be 
glad  to  see) ;  one  thing  I  am  confident  of,  that  it  might 
be  easily  brought  to  perfection  by  a  society  of  nine  or 
ten  honest  gentlemen  of  fortune,  who  wish  well  to  their 
country  and  would  be  content  to  be  neither  gainers  nor 
losers,  farther  than  the  bare  interest  of  their  money. 
And  Mr.  M'Culla,  as  being  the  first  starter  of  the 
scheme,  might  be  considered  and  rewarded  by  such  a 
society,  whereof,  although  I  am  not  a  man  of  fortune,  I 
^ould  think  it  an  honour  and  happiness  to  be  one, 
even  with  borrowed  money  upon  the  best  security  I 
could  give.  And  first,  I  am  confident,  without  any 
skill  but  by  general  reason,  that  the  charge  of  coining 
copper  would  be  very  much  less  than  30  ]jer  cent. 
Secondly,  I  believe  10,000/.  in  halfpence  and  farthings 
would  be  sufficient  for  the  whole  kingdom,  even  under 
our  great  and  most  unnecessary  distress  for  the  want 
of  silver,  and  that  without  such  a  distress  half  the 
sum  would  suffice.  For  I  compute  and  reason  thus : 
the  city  of  Dublin,  by  a  gross  computation,  contains 
10,000  families ;  and  I  am  told  by  shopkeepers  <<  That 
if  silver  were  as  plenty  as  usual,  2t,  in  copper  would 
be  sufficient  in  the  ^  course  of  business  for  each 
family."  But  in  consideration  of  the  want  of  silver,  I 
would  allow  69.  to  each  family,  which  would  amount 
to  2500/. ;  and  to  help  this,  I  would  recommend  a 
currency  of  all  the  genuine  undefaced  harp-half^)ence 
which  are  left  of  lord  Dartmouth's  and  Moor's  patents 
under  king  Charles  II.,  and  the  small  Patrick  and 
David  for  farthings.  To  the  rest  of  the  kingdom  I 
would  assign  the  7500/.  remaining,  reckoning  Dublin 
to  answer  one-fourth  of  the  kingdom,  as  London  is 
judged  to  answer  (if  I  mistake  not)  one-third  of  Eng- 
land— I  mean  in  the  view  of  money  only. 

To  compute  our  want  of  small  change  by  the  num- 
ber of  souls  in  the  kingdom,  besides  being  perplexed,  is 
I  think  by  no  means  just.  They  have  been  reckoned 
at  a  million  and  a  half,  whereof  a  million  at  least  are 
beggars  in  all  circumstances  except  that  of  wandering 
about  for  alms ;  and  that  circumstance  may  arrive 
soon  enough,  when  it  will  be  time  to  add  another 
10,000/.  in  copper.  But  without  doubt  the  families  of 
Ireland  who  lie  chiefly  under  the  difficulties  of  wanting 
small  change  cannot  be  above  40,000  or  50,000,  which 
the  sum  of  10,000/.,  with  the  addition  of  the  fairest  old 
halfpence,  would  tolerably  supply :  for  if  we  give  too 
great  a  loose  to  any  projector  to  pour  in  upon  us  what 
he  pleases,  the  kingdom  will  be  (how  shall  1  express 
it  under  our  present  circumstances  ?)  more  than  undone. 

And  hence  appears  in  a  very  strong  light  the  vil* 
lany  of  Wood,  woo  proposed  the  coinage  of  108,000/. 
in  copper  for  the  use  of  Ireland,  whereby  every  family 
in  the  kingdom  would  be  loaded  with  10s.  or  12«., 
although  Wood  might  not  transgress  the  bounds  of  his 
patent,  and  although  no  counterfeits,  either  at  home  or 
abroad,  were  added  to  the  number,  the  contrary  to  both 
which  would  indubitably  have  arrived.  So  ill  in- 
formed are  great  men  on  the  other  side,  who  talk  of  a 
million  with  as  little  ceremony  as  we  do  of  half-a-crown ! 

But  to  return  to  the  proponl  I  have  made.  Suppose 
ten  gentlemen,  lovers  of  their  country,  should  raise 
300/.  a-piece,  and  from  the  time  the  money  is  depo- 
sited, as  they  shall  ^agree,  should  begin  to  cluvge 
it  with  7  per  cent  ibr  their  own  use;  that  they 
should  as  soon  as  possible  provide  a  mint  and  good 
workmen,  and  buy  copper  sufficient  for  coining  2000/., 
subtracting  a  fifth  part  of  the  interest  of  10,000/.  for  tlie 
chaiges  of  the  tools  and  fitting  up  a  plaoe  for  a  mint, 


the  other  four  parts  of  the  same  interest  to  be  subtraclvd 
equally  out  of  the  four  remaining  coinages  of  2000/. 
each,  with  a  just  allowance  for  other  necenary  iuci* 
dents.  Let  the  charge  of  coinage  he  &irly  reckoned, 
and  the  kingdom  informed  of  it  as  well  as  of  the  price 
of  copper.  Let  die  coin  be  as  well  and  deeply  stamped 
as  it  ought  Let  the  metal  be  as  pure  as  can  consist  to 
have  it  rightly  coined  (wherein  I  am  wholly  ignoxant), 
and  the  bulk  as  large  as  that  of  king  Charles  11.  And 
let  this  club  of  ten  gentlemen  give  their  joint  security 
to  receive  all  the  coins  they  issue  out  for  seven  or  ten 
years,  and  return  gold  and  silver  without  any  defal- 
cation. 

Let  the  same  club  or  company  when  they  hare 
issued  out  the  first  2000/.,  go  on  the  second  year,  if 
they  find  a  demand  and  &Bt  tlieir  scheme  has  aii- 
swered  to  their  own  intention,  as  well  as  to  the  satis- 
faction of  the  public.  And  if  they  find  7  per  cent 
not  sufficient,  let  them  subtract  8,  beyond  which  I 
would  not  have  them  go.  And  when  they  hare  in 
two  years  coined  10,000/.,  let  them  give  public  notice 
that  they  will  ^ncted  no  farther,  but  init  up  their 
mint  and  dismiss  their  workmen,  unless  the  real, 
universal,  unsolicited  declaration  of  the  nobility  aiid 
gentry  of  the  kingdom  shall  signify  a  desire  tbat  they 
should  go  on  for  a  certain  sum  farther. 

This  company  may  enter  into  certain  regulatiois 
among  themselves,  one  of  which  should  be  to  keep 
nothing  concealed,  and  duly  to  give  an  account  to  the 
world  of  their  whole  methods  of  acting. 

Give  me  leave  to  compute,  wholly  at  random,  what 
charge  the  kingdom  will  be  at  by  the  loss  of  intrinsic 
value  in  the  coinage  of  10,000/.  in  copper  under  the 
management  of  such  a  society  of  gentlemen. 

First,  It  is  plain  that,  instead  of  somewhat  more  than 
16  per  cent  as  demanded  by  Mr.  M'Culla,  this  society 
desires  but  8  per  cent; 

Secondly,  Whereas  Mr.  M'Culla  charges  the  ex- 
pense of  coinage  at  30  per  cent.,  I  hope  and  belie?e 
this  society  will  be  able  to  perform  it  at  ten. 

Whereas  it  does  not  appear  that  Mr.  M*Cu11b  can 
give  any  security  for  the  goodness  of  his  copper,  because 
not  one  in  ten  ^lousand  have  the  skill  to  diatiiigni^* 
the  society  will  be  all  engaged  that  theirs  shall  be  of 
the  best  standard. 

Fourthly,  That  whereas  Mr.  M*  Culla's  halfpence 
are  one-fourth  part  lighter  than  that  kind  coined  in 
the  time  of  king  Charles  II.,  these  gentlemen  will 
oblige  themselves  to  the  public  to  give  the  coin  of  the 
same  weight  and  goodness  with  those  halfpence,  un)e« 
they  shall  find  they  cannot  aflford  it,  and  in  that  case 
they  shall  beforehand  inform  the  public,  show  their 
reasons,  and  signify  how  large  they  can  make  them 
without  being  losers,  and  so  give  over  or  pursue  their 
scheme  as  they  find  the  opinion  of  the  world  to  be. 
However,  I  do  not  doubt  but  they  can  afibrd  them  as 
large  and  of  as  good  metal  as  the  best  English  half- 
pence that  have  been  coined  in  the  three  last  reigiA 
which  very  muoh  outweigh  those  of  Mr.  M^CuUa. 
And  this  advantage  will  arise  in  proportion,  by  leflen* 
iug  the  charge  of  coinage  from  30  per  cent  to  10  or  15, 
or  20  at  most  But  I  confess  myself  in  the  dark  on 
that  article,  only  I  think  it  impossible  itshould  amouut 
to  any  proportion  near  30  per  cent,  otherwise  the 
coiners  of  those  counterfeit  halfpence  called  raps  woold 
have  little  encouragement  to  follow  their  trade. 

But  the  indubitable  advantages  by  having'  the  ma- 
nagement in  such  a  society,  would  be  the  paying  8  per 
cait.  instead  of  16,  the  being  sure  of  the  goodness  and 
just  weight  of  the  coin,  and  the  period  to  be  put  to  any 
farther  coinage  than  what  was  absolutely  nece8sary;to 
supply  the  wants  and  desires  of  the  kingdom ;  and  all 
this  under  the  security  of  ten  gentlemen  of  credit  and 
fortune^  who  would  be  ready  to  give  the  bcrt  security 
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ttdatii&cdoo,  that  diey  had  no  design  to  turn  the 
KfaRMintoajob. 

As  to  any  mistake!  I  have  made  in  compatation, 
(her  ve  of  litUe  moment,  and  I  shall  not  descend  so 
lovtf  toJQitify  them  against  any  caviller. 

IlKitnmgert  objections  against  what  I  offer,  and 
vhieb  perhaps  may  make  it  appear  visionary,  is  the 
difficulty  to  find  half  a  score  gentlemen,  who,  out  of 
I  ]mblic  spirit,  will  be  at  the  trouble,  for  no  more  profit 
tluD  1  prr  cent  above  the  legal  interest,  to  be  overseers 
oft  mint  for  five  years,  and  perhaps  without  any  justice 
nitt  the  clamour  of  the  people  agtdnst  them.  Besides, 
it  is  moit  certain  that  many  a  souire  is  as  fond  of  a 
job  ind  at  dezteroua  to  make  the  best  of  it  as  Mr. 
H*Colla  himself  or  any  of  his  level.  However,  I  do 
Dotdoobt  hot  there  may  be  ten  such  persons  in  this 
tDvn,  if  they  had  only  some  visible  mark  to  know  them 
itnghL  Yet  I  just  foresee  another  inconveniency, 
&st  knsrith  men  are  fitter  to  deal  with  others  of  their 
own  deoflounation,  while  those  who  are  honest  and 
bert>iotntiooed  may  be  the  instruments  of  as  much 
miiduer  to  the  public,  for  want  of  cunning,  as  the 
grestert  knaves ;  and  more,  because  of  the  charitable 
opinion  which  they  are  apt  to  have  of  others.  There- 
forf,  how  to  join  the  prudence  of  the  serpent  with  the 
innoccDcy  of  the  dove  m  this  affair,  is  the  most  diflicult 
point.  It  is  not  so  hard  to  find  an  honest  man  as  to 
make  thb  honest  man  active,  and  vigilant,  and  skilful, 
which,  I  doubt,  will  require  a  spur  of  profit  greater 
thui  my  scheme  will  afford  him,  unless  he  will  be 
contented  with  the  honour  of  serving  his  country  and 
ti»  reward  of  a  good  conscience. 

After  reviewing  what  I  had  written,  I  see  very  well 
tiat  I  have  not  given  any  allowance  for  the  first  charge 
of  preparing  all  filings  necessary  for  coining,  which,  1 
am  told,  vill  amount  to  about  200/.,  besides  20/.  per 
tSDttin  for  five  yean*  rent  of  a  house  to  work  in.  I  can 
on) J  ay  that,  this  making  in  all  300/.,  ^t  will  be  an 
idiiitiim  of  no  more  than  3  per  cent,  out  of  10,000/. 

But  the  great  advantages  of  the  public,  by  having 
the  coinage  placed  in  the  hands  of  ten  gentiemen  such 
u  I  haTe  already  described  (if  such  are  to  be  found) 

Fint,  They  propose  no  other  gain  to  themselves  than 
I  per  cent  above  the  legal  mterest  for  the  money  they 
idrance,  which  will  hardly  afford  them  coffee  when 
^  meet  at  tlwir  mint-house. 

Secocidly,  They  bind  themselves  to  make  their  coina 
of  u  p)od  copper  aa  the  best  English  halfoence,  and 
ai  seU  coined  and  of  equal  weight,  and  do  likewise 
hind  themselves  to  cha^  the  public  with  not  one 
tirthiiig  for  the  expense  of  coinage  more  than  it  shall 
really  itaod  them  in. 

Thirdly,  They  will  for  a  limited  term  of  seven  or 
ten  yean,  as  shall  be  thought  proper  upon  mature  con- 
ttderatjon,  pay  gold  and  silver,  without  any  defalca- 
tH>n,  for  allfiieir  own  coin  that  shall  be  returned  upon 
their  hands. 

PoQfthly,  They  will  take  care  that  the  coins  shall 
have  a  deep  impression,  leaving  a  rising  rim  on  both 
ndM,  to  prevent  their  being  deiiiced  in  a  long  time, 
and  the  edges  shall  be  milled. 

I  rappoae  fiiey  need  not  be  very  apprehensive  of  coun- 
tfffeitt,  which  it  will  be  difficult  to  make  so  as  not  to 
^  diacovcfcd,  for  it  is  plain  that  those  bad  halfpence 
called  raps  are  so  easily  distinguished  even  from  the 
n«t  vora  genuine  halfpenny,  that  nobody  will  now 
take  than  for  a  farthing,  although  under  the  great 
prewnt  want  of  change. 

I  ahall  hen  subjoin  some  computations  relating  to 
Mr.  M'Colla's  copper  notes,  tbey  were  sent  to  me 
by  a  penon  well  billed  in  such  calculations,  and 
thoefitie  I  refer  them  to  the  reader. 

Mr.  X*CaUa  charges  good  copper  at  lid.   per 
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pound,  but  I  know  not  whether  he  means  avoirdupois 
or  troy  weight. 

Avoirdupois  is  16  ounces  to  a  pound    .     6960  grains. 
A  pound  troy  weight      •     .      .     •     •     5760       „ 

Mr.  M*Culla  8  copper  is  lid,  per  pound  avoirdapois. 
Two  of  Mr.  M'Culla's  penny  notes,  one 

with  another,  weigh  .....  524  grains. 
By  which  computation,  2a.  of  his  notes 

which  he  sells  for  one  pound  weight, 

wUl  weigh 6288      „ 

But  one  pound  avoirdupois  weighs,  as 

above 6^60      „ 

This  difference  makes  10  per  cent,  to  Mr.  M*Culla'a 
profit  in  point  of  weight. 
The  old  Patrick  and  David  halfpenny 

weighs • 

Mr.  M*Culla'8  halfpenny  weighs    •     . 

The  difference  is     . 

Which  is  equal  to  lOj  per  cent. 
The  English  halfpenny  of  king  Charles 
II.  weighs  .....••• 
Mr.  M'Ciilla's  halfpenny  weighs     •     • 

The  difference  is     •         36 
Which  difference,  allowed  a  fifth  part,  is  20  per  cent. '' 

ANOTUBH  COBIPUTATION. 

Mr.  M'Culla  allows  his  pound  of  copper  (coinage 
included)  to  be  worth  20rf. ;  for  which  he  demands  2«. 
His  coinage  he  computes  at  6rf.  per  pound  weight  j 

therefore  laying  out  only   20d.,  and  gaining 

4</.,  he  makes  per  cent,  profit,  .  .  .  •  -20 
The  6</.  per  pound  weight,  allowed  for  coinage, 

makes  per  cent 30 

The  want  of  weight  in  his  halfpenny,  compared  as 

above,  is  per  cent.     «•..••••     10 

By  all  which  (vis.  coinage,  profit,  and  want  of 
weight)  the  public  loses  ^  cent.  ....  60 
If  Mr.  M*Culla'8  coins  wiU  not  pass,  and  he  refuses 
to  receive  them  back,  the  owner  cannot  sell  them  at 
above  ^2d,  per  pound;  whereby,  with  the  defect  of 
weight  of  10  per  cent.,  he  will  lose  60  near  cent. 

The  scheme  of  the  society,  raised  as  high  as  it  can 
possibly  be,  will  be  only  thus  :— 
For  interest  of  their  money  per  cent  •     •     •     •       8 
For  coinage,  instead  of  10,  suppose  at  most  per 

cent •..••.••*0 

For  300/.  laid  out  for  tools,  a  mint,  and  house* 
rent,  charge  3  per  cent,  upon  the  coinage  of 
10,000/.    .     .      .    • ^ 

Charges  in  all  upon  interest,  coinage,  &c.  per  cent.    81 

Which,  with  all  the  advantages  above-mentioned,  of 
the  goodness  of  the  metal,  the  krgeness  of  the  coin,  the 
deepness  and  fairness  of  the  impression,  the  assurance 
of  the  society  confining  itself  to  such  a  sum  as  they 
undertake,  or  as  the  kingdom  shall  approve;  aiid 
lastly,  their  paying  in  gold  or  silver  for  all  their  com 
returned  upon  fiieir  hands  wifiiout  any  defalcation 
would  be  of  mighty  benefit  to  the  kingdom ;  and  wifii 
a  little  steadiness  and  activity  could,  I  doubt  not,  be 

easily  compassed.  j  .i        ^i   j 

I  would  not  in  this  scheme  recommend  the  method 
of  promissory  notes,  after  Mr.  M*Culla's  manner;  but 
as  I  have  seen  in  old  Irish  coins,  the  words  civitas 
DVBLIN,  on  one  side,  with  tiie  year  of  our  Lord  and  the 
Irish  harp  on  the  reverse. 
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A  PROPOSAL 

THAT  ALL  THE  LADIES  AND  WOMEN  OP  IRELAND 

SHOULD  APPEAR  CONSTANTLY  IN  IRISH 

MANUFACTURES.    1729. 


Thbrb  was  a  treatise  written  about  nine  yean  ago,  to 
persuade  the  people  of  Ireland  to  wear  their  own  manu- 
factures. This  treatise  was  allowed  to  have  not  one 
syllable  in  it  of  party  or  disaffection ;  but  was  wholly 
founded  upon  the  growing  poverty  of  the  nation,  occa- 
sioned by  the  utter  want  of  trade,  except  the  ruinous 
importation  of  all  foreign  extravagances  from  other 
countries.  This  treatise  was  presented  by  the  gmnd 
jury  of  the  city  and  county  of  Dublin,  as  a  scandalous, 
seditious,  and  factious  pamphlet  I  forget  who  was 
the  foreman  of  the  city  grand  jury ;  but  tlie  foreman 
for  the  county  was  one  Dr.  Seal,  register  to  the  arch- 
bishop of  Dublin,  wherein  he  differed  much  from  the 
sentiments  of  his  lord.  The  printer  was  tried  before 
the  late  Mr.  Whitihed,  that  famous  lord  chief-justice; 
who,  on  the  l)eiich,  laying  his  hand  on  his  heart  de- 
clared upon  his  salvation  **That  the  author  was  a 
Jacobite,  and  had  a  design  to  beget  a  quarrel  between  the 
two  nations.*'  In  the  midst  of  this  prosecution  about 
1500  weavers  were  forced  to  beg  their  bread  and  had 
a  general  contribution  made  for  their  relief,  which  just 
served  to  make  them  drmik  for  a  week  ;  and  then  they 
were  forced  to  turn  rogues,  or  strolling  beggars,  or  to 
leave  the  kingdom. 

The  duke  of  Grafron,  who  was  then  lieutenant,  being 
perfectly  ashamed  of  so  infamous  and  unpopular  a  pro- 
ceeding, obtained  from  England  a  noii  protequi  for  the 
printer.  Yet  the  grand  jury  had  solemn  thanks  given 
them  from  the  secretary  of  state. 

I  mention  this  passage  (perhaps  too  much  forgotten) 
to  show  how  dangerous  it  nas  been  for  the  best  mean- 
ing person  to  write  one  syllable  in  the  defence  of  his 
country,  or  discover  the  miserable  condition  it  is  in. 

Aud  to  prove  this  truth,  I  will  produce  one  in- 
sta:  se  more ;  wholly  omitting  the  fiunous  cause  of  the 
drapier  and  the  proclamation  against  him,  as  well  as 
the  perverseness  of  another  jury  against  the  same  Mr. 
Whitsbed,  who  was  violently  bent  to  act  the  second 
part  in  another  scene. 

About  two  years  ago  there  was  a  small  paper  printed 
which  was  called,  *'A  Short  View  of  the  State  of 
Ireland,'*  relating  to  the  several  causes  whereby  any 
country  may  grow  rich,  and  applying  them  to  Ireland. 
Whitihed  was  dead,  and  consequently  the  printer  was 
not  troubled.  Mist,  the  famous  journalist,  happened 
to  reprint  this  p^r  in  London,  for  which  his  press- 
folk  were  nrosecuted  for  almost  a  twelvemonth ;  and 
for  aught  I  know  are  not  yet  discharged. 

This  is  our  case ;  insomuch,  tliat  although  I  am  ofren 
without  money  in  my  pocket,  I  dare  not  own  it  in  some 
company Jbr  fear  of  being  thought  disaffected. 

But  since  I  am  determined  to  take  care  that  the 
author  of  this  paper  shall  not  be  discovered  (following 
herein  the  most  prudent  pactice  of  the  drapier),  I  will 
venture  to  aflSrm  that  the  three  seasons  wherein  our 
com  has  miscarried  did  no  more  contribute  to  our  pie- 
sent  misery,  than  one  spoonful  of  water  thrown  upon  a 
rat  already  drowned  would  contribute  to  his  death ; 
and  that  the  present  plentiful  harvest,  although  it 
should  be  followed  by  a  doien  ensuing,  would  no  mor* 
restore  us  than  it  would  the  rat  aforMaid  to  put  him 
near  the  fire,  which  might  indeed  warm  his  fur  coat 
but  never  bring  him  back  to  life. 

The  short  of  the  matter  is  this:  the  distresses  of  the 
kingdom  are  operating  more  and  more  every  day,  hy 
very  large  degrees,  and  so  have  been  doing  for  above  a 
doten  years  past. 

If  you  demand  whence  these  distresses  have  arisen,  I 
desire  to  ask  the  following  question : 


If  two-thirds  of  any  kingdom^s  revenue  be  exported 
to  another  country,  without  one  fiuihing  of  value  in 
return;  and  if  the  said  kingdom  be  forbidden  the 
most  profitable  branches  of  trade  wherein  to  employ 
the  other  third,  and  only  allowed  to  traffic  in  import- 
ing those  commodities  which  are  most  ruinous  to  itaelf; 
how  shall  that  kingdom  stand  f 

If  this  question  were  formed  into  the  first  propoiitioD 
of  an  hypothetical  syllogism,  I  defy  the  man  oom  in 
Ireland,  who  is  now  in  the  fairest  wi^  of  getting  i 
coUectonhip  or  a  comet's  post,  to  give  good  reason  for 
denying  it. 

Let  me  put  another  case.  Suppose  a  gentlemsn*! 
estate  of  200/.  a-year  should  sink  to  100/.  by  some  acci- 
dent, whether  by  an  earthquake  or  inundation  it 
matten  not;  and  suppose  the  said  gentleman  utterly 
hopeless  and  unqualified  ever  to  retrieve  the  loss ;  hov 
is  oe  otherwise  to  proceed  in  his  future  economy  thin 
by  reducing  it  on  every  article  to  one  half  less,  unleai 
he  will  be  content  to  fly  his  country  or  rot  in  gsolf 
This  is  a  representation  of  Ireland''s  condition;  only 
with  one  fault,  that  it  is  a  little  too  favourable. 
Neither  am  I  able  to  propose  a  full  remedy  for  tliiit 
but  only  a  small  prolongation  of  life,  until  God  ibll 
miraculously  dispose  the  hearts  of  our  neighbour!  and 
our  kinsmen,  our  fellow-protestants,  fellow-subjecti, 
and  fellow  rational  creatures,  to  permit  us  to  itanc 
without  running  further  into  debt  I  am  informed 
that  our  national  debt  (and  God  knows  how  ve 
wretches  came  by  that  fashionable  thing  a  national 
debt)  is  about  350,000/. ;  which  is  at  least  oue-thinl 
of  the  whole  kingdom's  rents,  after  our  absentees  and 
other  foreign  drains  are  paid,  and  about  50,000/.  more 
than  all  the  cash. 

It  seems  there  are  several  schemet  for  raising  a  fund 
to  pay  the  interest  of  this  formidable  sum,  not  tfae 
principal,  for  this  is  allowed  irapoasible.  The  neceiiity 
of  raising  such  a  fund  is  strongly  and  regularly  pleaded, 
from  the  late  deficiencies  in  the  duties  and  customi. 
And  is  it  a  fault  of  Ireland  that  these  funds  are  de- 
ficient! If  they  depend  on  trade,  can  it  possibly  be 
otherwise  while  we  nave  neither  liberty  to  trade  nor 
money  to  trade  with ;  neither  hands  to  work,  nor 
business  to  employ  them  if  we  hadf  Our  disnaa 
are  visible  enough  both  in  their  causes  and  effects; 
and  the  cures  are  well  known,  but  impossible  to  be 
applied. 

If  my  steward  comes  and  tells  me,  **  tiiat  my  m>f 
are  sunk  so  low,  that  they  are  very  little  more  than 
sufficient  to  pay  my  servants  their  wages  ;**  have  I  any 
other  course  left  than  to  cashier  four  in  six  of  my 
rascally  footmen,  and  a  number  of  other  varlets  in  my 
family,  of  whose  insolence  the  whole  neighbourhood 
complains?  And  I  would  think  it  extremely  severe 
in  any  law,  to  force  me  to  maintain  a  household  of 
fifty  servant!  and  fix  their  wages,  before  I  had  offered 
my  rent-roll  upon  oath  to  the  legislators. 

To  return  from  digressing :  I  am  told  one  scheme  for 
raising  a  fund  to  pay  the  interest  of  our  national  debt 
is  by  a  further  duty  of  40s.  a  tun  upon  wine.  Some 
gendemen  would  carry  this  much  ftirther,  by  raiang 
it  to  12/. ;  which  in  a  manner  would  amount  to  a 

Exhibition :  thus  weakly  arguing  from  the  practice  of 
ngland. 

I  have  often  taken  notice,  bodi  in  print  and  in  dii* 
opurie,  that  there  is  no  topic  so  fallacious,  either  in 
talk  or  in  writing,  as  to  argue  how  we  ought  to  act  in 
Ireland  from  the  example  of  England,  Holland, 
France,  or  any  other  country  whose  inhabitants  are 
allowed  the  common  rights  and  liberties  of  humsnkind. 
I  could  undertake  to  name  six  or  aeven  of  the  most  un- 
controlled maxims  in  government,  which  are  utterly 
false  in  this  kiugdom. 
At  to  the  additional  duty  on  wine^  I  think  any 
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pom  may  deliver  hts  opinion  upon  it,  until  it  sfaall 
hrt  fund  into  a  lair ;  and  till  then  I  declare  mine 
to  be  poiitiTely  against  it 

Tuky  Becaioae  there  is  no  nation  yet  known  in 
athff  Iwmispbere,  where  the  people  of  all  conditions 
lie  moic  in  want  of  some  cordial  to  keep  up  their 
fpinii  than  in  this  of  ours.  I  am  not  in  jest ;  and  if 
Ifce  het  will  not  be  allowed  me,  I  shall  not  argue  it. 

Seoondlf,  It  is  too  well  and  generally  known  that 
Ail  tax  of  40«.  additional  on  every  tun  of  wine 
(rbich  vill  be  double,  at  least,  to  the  home  consumer) 
wiD  incfeaw  equally  every  new  session  of  parliament, 
QQtil  peibaps  it  comes  to  12/. 

Thinlljr,  Because,  as  the  merchants  inform  me,  and 
II I  have  known  many  the  like  instances  in  England, 
tbii  additional  tax  will  more  probably  lessen  this 
branch  of  the  revenue  than  increase  it.  And  there- 
fen  Sir  John  Stuiley,  a  commissioner  of  the  customs  in 
EDfltnd,  Hied  to  say,  '<  That  the  house  of  commons 
wm  gCDOBlIy  mistaken  in  matters  of  trade,  by  an 
emiMQQi  opinion  that  two  and  two  make  four." 
Tim.  ifjwx  ihould  lay  an  additional  duty  of  one  penny 
a  pcuod  on  rauins  or  sugar,  the  revenue  instead  of 
n»D$  woald  certainly  sink;  and  the  consequence 
vtmid  only  be,  to  lessen  the  number  of  plum-puddings 
md  rain  the  confectioner. 

Fourthly,  I  am  likewise  assured  by  merchants,  that 
npoo  diii  additional  40«.  the  French  will  at  least 
cqoaUj  raise  their  duties  upon  all  commodities  we 
QiMit  thither. 

Fifthly,  If  an  original  extract  of  the  exports  and 
inporti  be  troe,  we  have  been  gainers  upon  the  balance 
bfOQi  trade  with  France  for  several  yean  past;  and 
ihbough  our  gain  amounts  to  no  great  sum,  we  oi^ht 
to  k  latisfied,  since  we  are  no  losers,  with  the  only 
naioUtioo  we  are  capable  of  receiving. 

Usthr,  The  worst  consequence  is  behind.  If  we 
nae  the  duty  on  wine  to  a  considerable  height,  we 
W  the  only  hold  we  have  of  keeping  among  us  the 
^  gefitlemen  of  any  tolerable  estates.  I  am  confident 
tbnv  if  hardly  a  gentleman  of  600/.  a-year  and  up- 
ward in  this  kingdom,  who  would  balance  half  an 
W  to  omsider  whether  he  should  live  here  or  in 
F'ttfUod,  if  a  family  could  be  as  cheaply  maintained 
>o  the  ne  aa  the  other.  As  to  eatables,  they  are  as 
chnpio  Bsny  fine  counties  of  England  as  in  some 
T«y  iodiferent  ones  here;  or  if  there  be  any  dif- 
ffnace,  that  vein  of  &rift  and  prudence  in  economy 
vbicb  psMei  there  without  reproach,  and  (chiefly  in 
i^oQ  itKlf)  would  ampl^  make  up  the  difference. 
Bat  the  article  of  French  wine  is  hardly  tolerable,  in 
for  degree  of  plenty,  to  a  middling  fortune ;  and  this 
it  ii  which,  by  growing  habitual,  wholly  turns  the 
tcJ«  with  those  few  landed  men  disengaged  from  em- 
PW^Dcnti  who  content  themselves  to  live  hospitably 
•rtb  plenty  of  good  wine  in  their  own  country,  rather 
^  in  penary  and  obscurity  in  another,  with  bad  or 
With  none  at  all. 

Hafiiig,  tberefore,  as  far  as  in  me  lies  abolished  this 
additional  duty  upon  wine;  fori  am  not  under  the 
I'^it  conoeni  about  paying  the  interest  of  the  national 
deijt,  but  leave  it  as  in  loyalty  bound  wholly  to  the 
^Mxm  of  the  honourable  bouse  of  commons ;  I  come 
«»rtv  tu  consider  by  what  methods  we  may  be  able  to 
pituffand  delay  our  utter  undoing  as  long  as  it  is 
?«iHe, 

1  never  have  diaeourKd  with  any  reasonable  man 
'jpoii  the  sulnect,  who  did  not  allow  that  there  was 
tn  pnii«dy  left  us  but  to  lessen  the  importation  of  all 
uoiteeeHtry  commodities  as  much  as  it  was  possible ; 
*pd  likeviae  either  to  persuade  our  absentees  to  spend 
twir  nuRiey  at  home,  which  is  impossible;  or  tax 
^^*^  at  five  ihillings  in  the  pound  during  their  ab- 
KQcc,  with  sack  allowances  upon  necesury  occasions, 


as  shall  be  thought  convenient :  oAby  permitting  us  a 
free  trade,  which  is  denied  to  no  other  nation  upon 
earth.  The  three  last  methods  are  treated  by  Mr. 
Prior  in  his  most  useful  treatise  added  to  his  list  of 
absentees. 

It  is  to  gratify  the  yanity  and  pride  and  luxury  of 
the  women,  and  of  the  young  fops  who  admire  them, 
that  we  owe  this  insupportable  grievance  of  bringing 
in  the  instrument  of  our  ruin.  There  is  annually 
brought  over  to  this  kingdom  near  90,000^  worth  of 
silk,  whereof  the  greater  part  is  manufactured ;  30,000/ 
more  expended  in  muslin,  holland,  cambric,  and 
calico.  What  the  price  of  lace  amounts  to  is  not 
easy  to  be  collected  nom  the  oustom-house  book,  being 
a  kind  of  goods  that  takes  up  a  little  room  and  is 
easily  run ;  but  considering  thie  prodigious  price  of  a 
woman^s  head-dress  at  10/.,  12/.,  20/.,  a  yard  must  be 
very  great  The  tea  rated  at  7s.  per  pound,  comes  to 
near  12,000/.;  but  considering  it  as  the  common 
luxury  of  every  chambermaid,  sempstren,  and  trades- 
man*s  wife,  both  in  town  and  country,  however  they 
come  by  it  must  needs  cost  the  kingdom  double  thai 
sum.  Coffee  is  somewhat  aboTe  7,000/.  I  have  seen 
no  account  of  chocolate  and  some  other  Indian  or 
American  goods.  The  drapo^  imported  is  about 
24,000/.  The  whole  amounts  ( with  one  or  two  other  par  • 
ticulars)  to  150,000/.  The  lavishing  of  all  which  money 
is  just  as  prudent  and  necessary  as  to  see  a  man  in  an 
embroidered  coat  begging  out  of  Newgate  in  an  old 
shoe. 

I  allow  that  the  thrown  and  raw  silk  is  less  perni- 
cious, because  we  have  some  share  in  the  manufacture : 
but  we  are  not  now  in  circumstances  to  trifle.  It 
costs  us  above  40,000/.  a-year ;  and  if  the  ladies  till 
better  times  will  not  be  content  to  go  in  their  own 
country  shifts,  I  wish  they  may  go  in  rags.  Let  them 
vie  with  each  other  in  the  fineness  of  their  native  linen : 
their  beauty  and  gentleness  will  as  well  appear,  as  if 
they  were  covered  with  diamonds  and  brocade. 

I  believe  no  man  is  so  weak  as  to  hone  or  expect 
that  such  a  reformation  can  be  brought  about  by 
a  law.  But  a  thorough  hearty  unanimous  vote  in 
both  houses  of  parliament  might  perhaps  answer  as 
well :  every  senator,  noble  or  plebeian,  giving  his 
honour,  "  That  neither  himself  nor  any  of  his  family 
would  in  their  dress,  or  furaitura  of  their  houses,  make 
use  of  anything  except  what  was  of  the  growth  and 
manufacture  of  this  Kingdom;  and  that  they  would 
use  the  utmost  of  their  power,  influence  and  credit,  to 
prevail  on  tfieir  tenants,  dependenti  and  friends,  to 
follow  their  example.** 

A  MODEST  PROPOSAL 

FOR  PREVENTIKQ  THE  CHILDREN  OF  POOR  PEOPLE 
IN  IRELAND  FROM  BEING  A  BURDEN  TO  THEIR 
PARENTS  OR  COUNTRY.  AND  FOR  MAKING  THEM 
BENEFCIIAL  TO  THE  PUBLIC.    17S9. 


A  forei^  author  is  said  actually  to  hare  considered  the  proponl 
u  wrioas,  and  to  have  quoted  it  as  an  instance  of  the  extre- 
mity under  which  Ireland  laboond. 


It  is  a  melancholy  object  to  those  who  walk  through 
this  great  town  or  travel  in  the  country,  when  tb<'y  see 
the  streets,  the  roads,  and  cabin  doors,  crowded  with 
beggars  of  the  female  sex,  followed  by  three,  four,  or 
six  children,  all  in  rags  and  importmiing  every  pas- 
senger for  an  alms.  These  mothers,  inst«ul  of  being 
able  to  work  for  their  honest  livelihood,  are  forced  to 
employ  all  their  time  in  strolling  to  beg  sustenance  for 
their  helpless  infants;  who  as  they  grow  up  either 
turn  thieves  for  want  of  work,  or  leave  &eir  dear  native 
country  to  fight  for  the  pretender  in  Spain,  or  sell 
themselves  to  the  Darbadoes. 
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A  PROPOSAL  FOR  RENDERING  POOR  CHILDREN 


I  think  it  is  agreed  by  all  parties  that  this  prodi- 
gious number  of  childrm  in  the  arms,  or  on  the  baoks^ 
or  at  the  heels  of  their  mothers,  and  frequently  of  their 
fathers,  is  in  the  present  deplorable  state  of  the  king- 
dom a  very  great  additional  grievance ;  and  therefore 
whoever  could  find  out  a  fair,  cheap,  and  easy  method 
of  making  these  children  sound  useful  members  of 
the  commonwealth,  would  deserve  so  well  of  the 
public  as  to  have  his  statue  set  up  for  a  preserver  of 
the  nation. 

But  my  intention  is  very  far  from  being  confined 
to  provide  only  for  the  children  of  professed  beggars ; 
it  IS  of  a  much  greater  extent,  and  sliall  take  in  the 
whole  number  of  infants  at  a  certain  age  who  are 
bom  of  parents  in  effect  as  little  able  to  sup- 
port them  as  those  who  demand  our  charity  in  toe 
streets. 

As  to  my  own  part,  having  turned  my  thoughts  for 
many  years  upon  this  important  subject,  and  maturely 
weighed  the  several  schemes  of  our  projectors,  I  have 
always  found  them  grossly  mistaken  in  their  compu- 
tation. It  is  true,  a  child  just  dropped  from  its  dam, 
may  be  supported  by  her  milk  for  a  solar  year,  with 
little  other  nourishment ;  at  most  not  above  the  value 
of  2t.,  which  the  mother  may  certainly  get,  or  the 
value  in  scraps  by  her  lawful  occupation  of  begging ; 
and  it  is  exactly  at  one  year  old  that  I  propose  to 
provide  for  them  in  such  a  manner  as  instead  of  being 
a  charge  upon  their  parents  or  the  purish,  or  wanting 
food  and  raiment  for  the  rest  of  their  lives,  they  shall 
on  the  contrary  contribute  to  the  feeding,  and  partly 
to  the  clothing,  of  many  thousands. 

There  is  likewise  another  great  advantage  in  my 
scheme,  that  it  will  prevent  those  voluntary  abortions, 
and  that  horrid  practice  of  women  murdering  their 
bastard  children,  alas,  too  frequent  among  us  I  ncri- 
ficing  the  poor  innocent  babes  I  doubt  more  to  avoid 
the  expense  than  the  shame,  which  would  move  tears 
and  pity  in  the  most  savage  and  inhuman  breast. 

Toe  number  of  souls  in  this  kingdom  being  usually 
reckoned  one  million  and  a  half,  of  these  1  calcu- 
late there  may  be  about  200,000  couple  whose  wives 
are  breeders ;  from  which  number  I  subtract  30,000 
couple  who  are  able  to  maintain  their  own  chihlren, 
(altnough  I  apprehend  there  cannot  be  so  many, 
under  the  present  distresses  of  the  kingdom;)  but 
this  being  granted,  there  will  remain  170,000  breeders. 
I  again  subtract  60,000  for  those  women  who  miscarry, 
or  whose  children  die  by  accident  or  disease  within 
the  year.  There  only  remain  120,000  children  of 
poor  parents  annually  bom.  The  Question  therefore 
IS,  how  this  munber  shall  be  reared  and  provided 
forf  which  as  I  have  already  said  under  the  present 
situation  of  affairs  is  utterly  impossible  by  all  the 
methods  hitherto  proposed.  For  we  can  neither  em- 
ploy them  in  handicraft  or  agriculture;  we  neither 
build  houses  (I  mean  in  the  country)  nor  culti- 
vate land ;  they  can  very  seldom  pick  up  a  liveli- 
hood by  stealing,  till  they  arrive  at  six  years  old,  ex- 
cept where. they  are  of  towardly  parts;  although  I  con- 
fess they  learn  the  rudiments  much  earlier;  during 
which  time,  they  can  however  be  properly  looked  upon 
only  as  probationers ;  as  I  have  been  informed  by  a 
principal  gentleman  in  the  county  of  Cavan,  who  pro- 
tested to  me  that  he  never  knew  above  one  or  two  in- 
stances under  the  age  of  six,  even  in  a  part  of  the 
kingdom  so  renowned  for  the  quickest  proficiency  in 
that  art 

I  am  assured  by  our  merchants,  that  a  boy  or  a  girl 
before  twelve  years  old  is  no  sale^le  commodity  ;  and 
even  when  they  come  to  this  age  they  will  not  yield 
above  SL  or  3/.  2«.  Bd.  at  moit  on  the  exchange; 
which  cannot  tura  to  account  either  to  the  parents  or 


kingdom,  tiie  charge  of  nutriment  and  rags  having 
been  at  least  four  times  that  value. 

I  shall  now  therefore  humUly  propose  my  own 
thoughti,  which  I  hope  will  not  be  liable  to  the  lesst 
objection. 

I  have  been  assured  by  a  very  knowing  Americsn 
of  my  acquaintance  in  London,  that  a  young  healthy 
child  well  nursed  is  at  a  year  old  a  most  delicious, 
nourishing,  and  wholesome  food,  whether  stewed, 
roasted,  bdced,  or  boiled  ;  and  I  make  no  doubt  that 
it  will  equally  serve  in  a  fricassee  or  a  ragout 

I  do  therefore  humbly  offer  it  to  public  C(m8iderati(m 
that  of  the  120,000  children  alre«^  computed,  20,000 
may  be  reserved  for  breed,  whereof  only  one-fourth  part 
to  be  males ;  which  ismore  than  we  allow  to  sheep,  black 
cattle  or  swine ;  and  my  reason  is,  that  these  children  are 
seldom  the  fruits  of  marriage,  a  circumstance  not  much 
regarded  by  our  savages,  therefore  one  male  will  be  suf- 
ficient to  serve  four  females.  That  the  remaining  100,000 
may  at  a  year  old,  be  offered  in  sale  to  the  penoni  of 
quality  and  fortune  through  the  kingdon ;  afwaya  sd> 
vising  the  mother  to  let  them  suck  plentifully  in  the  la«t 
montib,  so  as  to  render  them  plump  and  fat  for  a  good 
table.  A  child  will  make  two  dishes  at  an  entertuu- 
ment  for  friends ;  and  when  the  family  dines  alone, 
the  fore  or  hind  quarter  will  make  a  reasonable  dish, 
and  seasoned  with  a  little  pepper  or  salt  will  be  very 
good  boiled  on  the  fourth  day,  especially  in  winter. 

I  have  reckoned  upon  a  medium  that  a  child  joit 
bom  will  weigh  12  pounds,  and  in  a  solar  year,  if 
tolerably  nursed,  will  increase  to  28  pounds. 

I  grant  this  food  will  be  somewhat  dear,  and  thei^ 
fore  very  proper  for  landlords,  who,  as  they  have  al* 
ready  devoured  most  of  the  parenta,  seem  to  have  the 
best  title  to  the  children. 

Infant  s  flesh  will  be  in  season  throughout  the  year, 
but  more  plentifully  in  March,  and  a  little  before  and 
after  :  for  we  are  told  by  a  grave  author,  an  emineDt 
French  physician,  that  fish  £eing  a  prolific  diet,  theit 
are  more  coildren  bom  in  Roman  catholic  countries 
about  nine  months  after  Lent  than  at  any  other  season: 
therefore,  reckoning  a  year  after  Lent,  the  markets 
will  be  more  glutted  than  usual,  because  the  number 
of  popish  infants  is  at  least  three  to  one  in  this  king* 
dom :  and  therefore  it  will  have  one  other  colla- 
teral advantage,  by  lessening  the  number  of  papiiti 
among  us. 

I  have  already  computed  the  charge  of  nursing  a 
beggar's  child  (in  which  list  1  reckoo  all  cottsgen, 
labourers^  and  four-fifths  of  the  farmers)  to  be  shont 
2f .  per  annum,  rags  included ;  and  I  believe  no  gen- 
tieman  would  repine  to  give  lOt.  for  tiie  carcass  of  s 
good  fat  child,  which  as  I  have  said  will  make  four 
dishes  of  excellent  nutritive  meat,  when  he  has  only 
some  particular  friend  or  his  osm  family  to  dine 
with  him.  Thus  the  squire  will  leam  to  be  a  good 
landlord,  and  grow  popular  among  his  tenants;  the 
mother  will  have  8«.  net  profit,  and  be  fit  for  work 
till  she  produces  another  child. 
^  Those  who  are  mem  thrifty  (as  I  most  confess  the 
times  require)  may  day  the  carcass ;  tbe  skin  of  which 
artificially  dressed  will  make  admirable  gloves  f(« 
ladies,  and  summer  boots  for  fine  genUemen. 

As  to  our  city  of  Dublin,  shunblea  may  be  ap- 
pointed for  this  purpose  in  the  most  conTeiiient  parU 
of  it,  and  butchers  we  may  be  assured  will  not  be 
wanting;  although  I  rather  recommetid  buying  tbe 
children  alive  than  dressing  them  hot  lh>m  the  knife 
as  we  do  roasting  pigs. 

A  very  worthy  peraon,  a  true  lover  of  bis  country 
and  whose  virtuea  I  highly  esteem,  waa  lately  pleased 
in  discoursing  on  this  matter  to  offer  a  refinement 
upon  my  scheme.    He  said  that  many  gentlemen  of 
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iUt  kiatdon,  bftnog  of  late  deitroyed  tbeir  deer,  be 
oooeared  that  the  want  of  TensiMi  might  be  well  sup- 
plied by  the  bodiee  of  young  lads  and  maidens,  not 
ooeediog  U  jcazs  of  age  nor  nndcr  12 ;  so  jjreat  a 
oumbv  ct  both  seies  in  every  country  being  now 
mdf  to  itaiTe  for  want  of  work  and  service ;  and 
dMK  to  be  diaposed  of  by  their  parents  if  alive,  or 
otlMnriv  by  tneir  nearest  relations.  But  with  due 
defcrmce  to  lo  excellent  a  friend  and  so  deserving  a 
pslriot,  I  csnnot  be  altogether  in  his  sentiments ;  for 
M  to  tfae  malei^  my  American  acquaintance  assured 
toftt  bm  fivqueot  eaperience,  diat  their  flesh  was  ge- 
nenlly  toagh  and  lean,  like  that  of  our  schoolboys 
bj  oootinuti  exercise,  and  tiieir  taste  disagreeable; 
sod  to  fiitten  them  would  not  answer  the  charge. 
Tka  M  to  the  females,  it  would  I  think  with  humble 
whniiQoo  be  a  loss  to  the  public,  because  thev  soon 
woald  become  breeders  themselves :  and  besides,  it 
i»  not  improbable  that  some  scrupulous  people  might 
W  i{A  to  ccmare  such  a  practice,  (althoi^h  indeed 
rerj  oojoitly,)  as  a  little  bordering  upon  cruelty ; 
vfaicb,  I  oodcM,  has  always  been  with  me  the  strongest 
ebjectioD  sgainst  any  project,  how  well  soever  in« 
kodtd. 

But  in  Older  to  justify  my  friend,  he  confessed  that 
&MCZ]cdicat  was  ^t  into  his  bead  by  the  ftmous 
lymsoaar,  a  native  of  the  island  Formosa,  who 
one  frgin  thence  to  London  above  twenty  years  ago ; 
and  in  eonveisation  told  my  friend,  that  in  his  country 
tben  soy  young  nenon  happened  to  be  put  to  death, 
tbe  cxecutiooer  scud  the  carcass  to  perwyns  of  quality 
ttsprime  dainty;  and  that  in  his  time  the  body  of  a 
pWipgirl  of  15,  who  was  crucified  for  an  attempt  to 
PBUdi  the  emperor,  waa  sold  to  bis  imperial  migesty*s 
prioM  nmister  of  state,  and  other  great  mandarins  of 
t^  eouit,  in  joints  from  the  gib£^  at  400  crowns. 
Anther  iDdeea  can  I  deny,  that  if  the  same  use  were 
^^  of  several  plump  young  girls  in  this  town, 
vbo  witbont  one  single  groat  to  their  fortunes  cannot 
■tir  abrosd  without  a  chair,  and  appear  at  playhouse 
ud  awmblics  in  foreign  fineries  which  they  never 
*^^1  psy  ibr,  the  kingdom  would  not  be  the  worse. 

&4W  persons  of  a  desponding  spirit  are  in  great 

oonecm  tboot  that  vast  number  of  poor  people,  who 

f*  *l<d,  dissBsed,  or  maimed,  and  I  have  beoi  de* 

and  to  capby  my  thoughts  what  course  may  be 

tucD  to  cue  the  nati<m  of  so  grievous  an  encum* 

met.   BqI  I  am  not  in  the  least  pain  upon  that 

»»«*ter,  becanse  it  ia  very  well  known  that  they  are 

frrry  diy  dyiiig  and  rotting  by  cold  and  famine,  and 

Sitbuid  reraiin,  as  fisst  as  can  be  reasonably  expected. 

And  u  to  the  young  labourers  they  are  now  in  almost 

••  bopeful  a  condition;  they  cannot  get  work,  and 

oxiirqiiaidy  pine  away  for  want  of  nourishment,  to  a 

d^pn  that  if  at  any  time  they  are  accidentally  hired  to 

CMBinoQ  labour,  they  have  not  strength  to  perform  it; 

tsd  thas  the  country  and  themselves  are  happily  de- 

^v«d  from  the  evils  to  come. 

I  bsre  too  long  digressed  and  therefore  shall  return 
^  ny  "ffaject.  I  think  the  advantages  by  the  pro- 
i***!  vbich  I  have  made,  are  obvious  and  many  as 
vd)  u  of  thehigfaert  importance. 

f^or  finit,  as  I  have  already  observed,  it  would 
P^y  lesien  the  unmber  of  papists,  with  whom  we 
*njtMx\j  ever-ron,  being  the  nnncipal  breeders  of  the 
^fun  M  well  as  our  most  dangerous  enemies ;  and 
•bo  lUy  at  home  on  purpose  to  deliver  the  kingdom 
^  ^  pretender,  hoping  to  take  their  advantage  by  the 
■Wee  of  so  many  good  protestants,  who  have  chosen 
f^tbcr  to  leave  their  country  than  stay  at  home  and 

W  tithes  against  their  conscience  to   an  episcopal 

<Qratc. 

^^comdly,  The  poorer  tenants  will  have  something 
valoaUe  of  tfadr  own,  which  by  law  may  be  made 


liable  to  distress  and  help  to  pay  their  landlord's  rent; 
their  com  and  cattle  being  already  seized,  and  money 
a  thing  unknown. 

Thirdly,  Whereas  the  maintenance  of  100,000 
children,  from  two  years  old  and  upward,  cannot  be 
«<nnputed  at  less  than  10s.  a*piece  per  annum,  the 
nation's  stock  will  be  thereby  mcreased  50,000/.  per 
annum,  beside  the  profit  of  a  new  dish  introduced  to 
the  tables  of  all  gentlemen  of  fortune  in  the  kingdom 
who  have  any  refinement  in  taste.  And  the  money 
will  circulate  among  ounelves,  the  goods  being  entirely 
of  our  own  growth  and  manu&cture. 

Fourthly,  The  constant  breeders,  beside  the  gain  of 
8«.  sterling  per  annum  by  the  sale  of  their  children 
will  be  rid  of  the  charge  of  maintaining  them  after  the 
first  year. 

Fifthly,  This  food  would  likewise  bring  great 
custom  to  taverns;  where  the  vintners  will  certainly 
be  so  prudent  as  to  procure  the  best  receipts  for  dress- 
ing it  to  perfection,  and  consequently  have  their  houses 
frequent^  by  all  the  fine  gentlemen,  who  justly  value 
themselves  upon  their  knowledge  in  good  eating :  and 
a  skilful  cook,  who  understands  how  to  oblige  his 
guests,  will  contrive  to  make  it  as  expensive  as  they 
please. 

Sixthly,  This  would  be  a  great  inducement  to 
marriage,  which  all  wise  nations  have  either  encouraged 
by  rewards  or  enforced  by  laws  and  penalties.  It 
would  increase  the  care  and  tenderness  of  mothers 
toward  their  children,  when  they  were  sure  of  a  settle- 
ment for  life  to  the  poor  babes,  provided  in  some  sort 
by  the  public,  to  their  annual  profit  or  expense.  We 
should  see  an  honest  emulaticm  among  ue  married 
women,  which  of  them  could  bring  the  fattest  child  to 
the  market  Men  would  become  as  fond  of  their 
wives  during  the  time  of  their  pregnancy  as  they  are 
now  of  their  mares  in  foal,  their  cows  in  calf,  their  sows 
when  they  are  ready  to  farrow ;  nor  ofier  to  beat  or 
kick  them  (as  is  too  frequent  a  practice)  for  fear  of  a 
miscarriage. 

Many  other  advantages  might  be  enumerated.  For 
instance,  the  addition  of  some  thousand  carcasses  in 
our  exportation  of  barreled  beef,  the  propagation  of 
swine's  flesh,  and  improvement  in  the  art  of  making 
good  bacon,  so  much  wanted  among  us  by  the  great 
destruction  of  pigs,  too  frequent  at  our  table ;  which 
are  no  way  comparable  in  taste  or  magnificence  to  a 
well-grown,  fat,  yearling  child,  which  roasted  whole 
will  make  a  considerable  figure  at  a  lord  mayor  s  feast 
or  any  other  public  entertainment.  But  this  and 
many  others  I  omit,  being  studious  of  brevity. 

Supposing  that  1000  families  in  this  city  would  be 
constant  customers  for  infants'  flesh,  beside  others  wha 
might  have  it  at  merry-meetings,  particularly  at 
weddings  and  christenings,  I  compute  that  Dublin 
would  take  off  annually  about  20,000  carcasses ;  and 
the  rest  of  the  kingdom  Twhere  probably  they  will  be 
sold  somewhat  cheaper)  the  remaining  80,000. 

I  can  think  of  no  one  objection  that  will  possibly  be 
raised  against  this  proposal,  unless  it  should  be  urged 
that  the  number  of  people  will  be  diereby  much 
lessened  in  the  kingdom.  This  I  freely  own,  and  it 
was  indeed  one  principal  design  in  offering  it  to  the 
world.  I  desire  the  reader  will  observe,  that  I  calcu- 
late my  rvimedy  for  this  one  individusj  kingdom  of 
Ireland  and  for  no  other  that  ever  was,  is,  or  I  think 
ever  can  be  upon  earth.  Therefore  let  no  man  talk  to 
me  of  other  expedients :  of  taxing  our  absentees  at  5s. 
a  pound :  of  using  neither  clothes  nor  household  furni- 
ture except  what  is  of  our  own  growth  and  manufac- 
ture :  of  utterly  rejecting  the  materials  and  instruments 
that  promote  foreign  luxury  :^  of  curing  the  expensive- 
ness  of  pride,  vanity,  idleness,  and  gaming  in  our 
women :  of  introducing  a  vein  of  parsimony,  prudence 
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and  temperance :  of  learning  to  love  our  country,  in 
the  want  of  which  we  differ  even  from  LArLANDKBs 
and  the  inhabitants  of  Topinam boo  :  of  quitting  onr 
animoeities  and  factions,  nor  acting  any  longer  like  the 
Jews,  who  were  murdering  one  another  at  the  very 
moment  their  city  was  taken :  of  being  a  little  cautious 
not  to  sell  our  country  and  conscience  for  nothing :  of 
teaching  landlords  to  hare  at  least  one  degree  of  mercy 
toward  their  tenants:  lastly,  of  putting  a  spirit  of 
honesty,  industry,  and  skill  into  our  shopkeepers; 
who,  if  a  resolution  could  now  be  taken  to  buy  only 
our  negative  goods,  would  immediately  unite  to  cheat 
and  exact  upon  us  in  the  price,  the  measure,  and  the 
goodness,  nor  could  ever  yet  be  brought  to  make  one 
hit  pwyosal  of  just  dealing  though  oiten  and  earnestly 
invited  to  it. 

Tlierefore  I  repeat,  let  no  man  talk  to  me  of  these 
and  the  like  expedients,  till  he  has  at  least  some 
glimpse  of  hope  that  there  will  be  ever  some  hearty 
and  sincere  attempt  to  put  them  in  practice. 

But  as  to  myself,  having  been  wearied  out  for  many 
years  with  offering  vain,  idle,  visionary  thoughts,  and 
at  length  utterly  despairing  of  success  I  fortunately  fell 
upon  this  proposii ;  whict^  as  it  is  wholly  new,  so  it 
has  something  solid  and  real,  of  no  expense  and  little 
trouble,  full  in  our  own  power  and  whereby  we  can  incur 
no  danger  in  disobliging  England.  For  this  kind  of 
commodity  will  not  bear  exportation,  the  flesh  being 
of  too  tender  a  consistence  to  admit  a  long  continuance 
in  salt,  although  perhaps  I  could  name  a  country 
which  would  be  glaii  to  eat  up  our  whole  nation  with- 
out it. 

After  all,  I  am  not  so  violently  bent  upon  my  own 
opinion  as  to  reject  any  offer  proposed  by  wise  men, 
which  shall  be  found  equally  iimocent,  cheap,  easy,  and 
effectual.  But  before  something  of  that  kind  shall  be 
advanced  in  contradiction  to  my  scheme,  and  offering 
a  better,  I  desire  the  author  or  authors  will  be  pleased 
maturely  to  consider  two  points.  First,  as  things  now 
stand,  how  they  will  be  able  to  find  food  and  rai* 
meiit  for  100,000  useless  mouths  and  backs.  And 
secondly,  there  being  a  round  million  of  creatures 
in  human  figure  throughout  this  kingdom,  whose  whole 
subsistence  put  into  a  common  stock  would  leave  them 
in  debt  2,000,0001.  sterling,  adding  those  who  are 
beggars  by  profession  to  the  bulk  of  fimners,  cottagers, 
and  labourers,  with  the  wives  and  children  who  are 
beggars  in  effect ;  I  desire  those  politicians  who  dislike 
my  overture,  and  may  perhaps  be  so  bold  as  to  attempt 
an  answer,  that  they  will  first  ask  the  parents  of  these 
mortals,  whether  they  would  not  at  this  day  think  it  a 
great  happiness  to  have  been  sold  for  food  at  a  year  old 
in  the  maimer  I  prescribe,  and  thereby  have  avoided 
such  a  perpetual  scene  of  misfortunes  as  they  have 
since  gone  through  by  the  oppression  of  landlords,  the 
impossibility  of  paying  rent  without  money  or  trade, 
the  want  of  common  sustenance,  with  neither  house 
nor  clothes  to  cover  them  from  the  inclemencies  of  the 
weather,  and  the  most  inevitable  prospect  of  entailing 
the  like  or  gi>eater  miseries  upon  their  breed  for  ever. 

I  profess,  in  the  sincerity  of  my  heart,  that  I  have 
not  the  least  personal  interest  in  endeavouring  to  pro- 
mote this  necessary  work,  having  no  other  motive  toan 
the  public  good  of  my  country,  by  advancing  our 
trade,  providing  for  infanta,  relieving  the  poor,  and 
giving  some  pleasure  to  the  rich.  I  have  no  children 
by  which  I  can  propose  to  get  a  single  penny;  the 

Cigest  being  nine  years  old,  and  my  wife  past  child- 
ing. 


THE  PRESENT  MISERABLE  STATE 
OF  IRELAND. 

IN  A  LETTER  FROM  A  OBNTLEVAN  IN  DUBLIN  TO  Nil 
FRIEND  SIR  R.  WALPOLB  IN  LONDON  :  WHERBIN  IS 
BRIEFLY  STATED  THE  CAUSES  AND  HEADS  OF  ALL  OUl 

WOES. 
Sappoaed  to  be  writian  in  th«  eharacter  of  the  drapter. 


Sir,— By  the  last  packet  I  had  the  favour  of  yonrt, 
and  am  surprised  that  you  should  apply  tn  a  person  su 
ill  quali fleet  as  I  am,  for  a  full  and  impartial  account 
of  me  state  of  our  trade.  I  have  always  lived  as  re* 
tired  as  possible ;  and  have  carefully  avoided  the  per- 
plexed honour  of  city  oflices;  I  have  never  minded  any^ 
body's  business  but  my  own ;  upon  all  which  acconoti 
and  several  others,  you  might  easily  have  found  amon; 
my  fellow-citiiens  persons  more  capable  to  resolve  the 
weighty  questions  you  put  to  me  than  I  can  pretend 
to  be. 

But  being  entirely  at  leisure,  even  at  this  season  of 
the  year,  when  I  used  to  have  scarce  time  sufiicient  to 
perform  the  necessary  oflices  of  life,  I  will  eiidearour 
to  comply  with  your  request,  cautioning  you  not 
implicitly  to  rely  upon  what  I  say  excepting  what 
belongs  to  that  branch  of  trade  in  which  I  am  more 
immediately  concerned. 

The  Irish  trade  is,  at  present,  in  the  most  deplorable 
condition  that  can  be  imagined ;  to  remedy  it,  the 
causes  of  its  languishment  must  be  inquired  into :  but 
as  those  causes  (you  may  assure  yourself)  will  not  be 
removed,  you  may  look  upon  it  as  a  thing  past  hopes 
of  recovery. 

The  first  and  greatest  shock  our  trade  received  wis 
from  an  act  paned  in  the  reign  of  king  William,  io 
the  parliament  of  England,  prohibiting  the  exporta> 
tion  of  wool  manufactured  in  Ireland.     An  act  (ai 
the  event  plainly  shows)  fuller  of  greediness  than  good 
policy ;  an  act  as  ben^cial  to  France  and  Spain  ss  \t 
has  been  destructive  to  England  and  Ireland.     At  the 
passing  of  this  fatal  act,  the  condition  of  our  trade  wat 
glorious  and  flourishing,  although  no  way  interfering 
with  the  English ;  we  made  no  broadcloths   above  6i. 
per  yard ;  coarse  druggets,  bays  and  Walloons,  worsted 
damasks,  strong  draught  works,  slight  half-works,  and 
gaudy  stuffs,  were  the  only  poduct  of  our  luonM : 
tiiese  were  partly  consumed  oy  the  meanest  of  our 
people,  and  partly  sent  to  the  northern  nations,  from 
which  we  had  in  exchange  timber,  iron,  hemp,  flax, 
pitch,  tar,  and  hard  dollars.      At  the  time  the  current 
money  of  Ireland  was  foreign  silver,  a  man  could 
hardly  receive  100/.  without  flndmgthe  coin  of  all  the 
northern  powers  and  every  prince  of  the  empire  among 
it.    This  money  was  returned  into  England  for  fine 
cloths,  silks,  ftc,  for  our  own  wear,  for  rents,  for  coaK 
for  hardware,  and  all  otlier  English  manufactures,  and 
in  a  great  measure  supplied  tiie  London  merchanti 
with  foreign  silver  for  exportation. 

The  repeated  clamoun  of  the  English  weavers  pro- 
duced this  act,  so  destructive  to  themselves  and  ut. 
They  looked  with  envious  eyes  upon  our  prosperity, 
and  complained  of  being  undersold  by  us  in  thoM 
commodities  which  they  themselves  did  not  deal  in* 
At  their  instance  the  act  was  passed,  and  we  lost  mir 
profitable  northern  trade.      Have  they  g;ot  itt     No, 
siuely,  you  have  found  they  have  ever  since  declined 
in  the  trade  they  so  happily  possessed;  you  shall  find 
(if  I  am  rightly  informed)  towns  without  one  loom  ia 
them,  which  subsisted  entirely  upon  the  woollen  ma- 
nufactory before  the  iiassing  of  this  unhap|)y  bill;  and 
I  will  try  if  I  can  give  the  true  reasons  for  the  decaf ' 
of  their  trade  and  our  calamities. 

Three  parts  in  four  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  district 
of  the  town  where  I  dwell  were  English   manufso' 
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tore(%vboai  eitbcr  mufortmies  lo  trade,  little  petty 

drbti  coitraeted  through  idleneai,  or  the  pressure  of  a 

oumcrofu  family,  had  driven  into  oar  cheap  country. 
Tbeae  vere  employed  in  working  up  our  coarse  wool, 
while  the  finest  was  sent  into  England.  Several  of 
thcKhad  taken  the  children  of  the  native  Irish  appren- 
(icei  to  them,  who  being  humbled  by  the  forfeiture  of 
upward  of  three  millions  by  the  Revolution,  were 
obliged  to  stoop  to  a  mechanic  industry.  Upon  the 
\UBag  of  this  bill,  we  were  obliged  to  dismiss  thou- 
audi  of  these  people  from  our  service.  Those  who 
had  icttled  their  affain  returned  home,  and  over- 
aocked  England  with  workmen ;  those  whose  debts 
vere  unsstiidBed  went  to  France,  Spain,  and  the  Nether- 
Uodi,  where  they  met  with  good  encouragement, 
wbei^  the  natives,  having  got  a  firm  footing  in  the 
tndc,  being  acute  fellows,  soon  became  as  good  work- 
men M  any  we  have,  and  supply  the  foreign  manufSic- 
toriei  with  a  constant  recruit  of  artisans ;  our  island 
lyinf  oraeh  man  under  pasture  than  any  in  Europe. 
The  feieigoen  (notwithstanding  all  the  restrictions  the 
Enflith  hurliament  has  bound  us  with)  are  furnished 
^'i^  (he  greatest  quantity  of  our  choicest  wool.  I  need 
not  tell  joD,  sir,  mat  a  custom-house  oath  is  held  as 
little  eaered  here  as  in  England,  nor  that  it  is  common 
fermaiten  of  vessels  to  swear  themselves  bound  for  one 
of  the  English  wool  ports,  and  unload  in  France  or 
Spiin.  By  this  means  the  trade  in  those  parts  is  in 
s  great  measure  destroyed,  and  we  were  obliged  to  try 
cm  hands  at  finer  works,  having  only  our  home  con- 
mnpdon  to  depend  upon ;  and  I  can  assure  you,  we 
We,  in  several  kinds  of  narrow  goods,  even  exceeded 
the  English,  and  1  believe  we  shall,  in  a  few  years 
>we,  he  able  to  equal  them  in  broadcloths ;  but  this 
joQ  may  depend  upon,  that  scarce  the  tenth  part  of 
£ii|^idi  goods  are  now  imported  of  what  used  to  be 
befcie  this  famous  act. 

The  only  mannfiictured  wares  we  are  allowed  to  ex- 
port are  linen  cloth  amd  linen  yam,  which  are  market- 
able only  in  Englamd ;  the  rest  of  our  commodities 
^  vool,  reatricted  to  England,  and  mw  hides,  skins, 
^^Ufiv,  beef,  and  butter.  Now  these  are  things  for  which 
^WRthm  nations  have  no  occasion ;  we  are  therefore 
^^^  iiiatead  of  carrying  woollen  goods  to  their 
iB^ikKi  and  b/inging  home  money,  to  purchase  their 
own  coeuBodities. 

Id  FiBBce,  Spain,  and  Portugal,  our  wares  are  more 
raloable,  though  it  must  be  owned  our  fraudulent 
^'*^  in  wool  is  the  best  branch  of  our  commerce ; 
from  hence  we  get  wines,  brandy,  and  fruit  very  cheap, 
and  in  gr«tt  perfection ;  so  that  though  Englishmen 
hare  constrained  us  to  be  poor,  they  have  given  us  leave 
(0  he  metry.  From  these  countries  we  bring  home  moi- 
^onif  niatolea,  and  louisd*ors,  without  which  we  should 
•owehtTe  a  penny  to  turn  upon. 

To  England  we  are  allowed  to  send  nothing  but 
linen  clods,  yam,  raw  hides,  skins,  tallow,  and  wool. 
^rf«n  thence  we  have  coals,  for  which  we  always  pay 
*odj  money,  India  goods,  English  woollen  and  silks, 
tobacco,  hardware,  euihenware,  salt,  and  several  other 
conmodities.  Our  exportations  to  England  are  very 
noch  Of  irfaalanced  by  our  importations  *,  so  that  the 
coune  of  exchange  is  generally  too  high,  and  people 
cbuoie  rather  to  make  their  remittances  to  England  in 
*P^  than  by  a  bill,  and  our  nation  is  in  this  manner 
perpetoally  drained  of  its  little  running  cash. 

Another  cause  of  the  decay  of  trade,  scarcity  of 
"Miney,  and  svelliug  of  exchange,  is  the  unnatural 
i|fftctaiion  of  our  gentry  to  reside  in  and  about  IjOu- 
^^  Their  rents  are  remitted  to  them,  and  spent 
there.  The  countryman  wants  employment  Arom 
them ;  the  country  shopkeeper  wants  their  custom, 
rot  thsa  rcBsou  he  can^t  pay  nis  Dublin  correspondent 
*(*dily,  oer  tskc  ofif  a  great  quantity  of  his  wares. 


Therefore,  the  Dublin  merchant  cannot  employ  the 
artisan,  nor  keep  up  his  credit  in  foreign  markets. 

I  have  discoursed  with  some  of  these  gentlemen,  per- 
sons esteemed  for  good  sense,  and  demanded  a  reason 
for  this  their  so  unaccountable  proceedtng,~-expeusive 
to  them  for  the  present,  ruinous  to  their  country,  and 
destructive  to  the  future  value  of  their  estates, — and 
find  all  tlieir  answers  summed  up  under  three  heads, 
curiosity,  pleasure,  and  loyalty  to  king  George.  The 
two  first  excuses  deserve  no  answer;  let  us  try  the  vali- 
dity of  the  third.  Would  not  Joyalty  be  much  better 
expressed  by  gentlemen  staying  in  their  respective 
counties,  influencing  their  dependents  by  their  ex- 
amples, saving  their  own  wesith,  and  letting  their 
neighbours  profit  by  their  necenary  expenses,  hereby 
keeping  them  from  misery,  and  its  unavoidable  conse- 
quence, discontent  f  Or  is  it  better  to  fiock  to  Londoiv 
be  lost  in  a  crowd,  kiss  the  king*s  hand,  and  take  a 
view  of  the  royal  family  ?  The  act  of  seeing  the  royal 
house  may  animate  their  seal  for  it ;  but  other  advan- 
tages I  know  not.  What  employment  have  any  of  our 
gentlemen  got  by  their  attendance  at  court,  to  make 
up  to  them  for  Uieir  expenses?  Why,  about  forty  ot 
them  have  been  created  peers,  and  a  little  less  than  a 
hundred  of  them  baronets  and  knights.  For  these  ex- 
cellent advantages,  thousands  of  our  gentry  have  dis- 
tressed their  tenants,  impoverished  me  ^ader,  and 
impaired  their  own  fortunes ! 

Another  great  calamity  is  the  exorbitant  raising  of 
the  rents  of  lands.  Upon  the  determination  of  all 
leases  made  before  the  year  1690,  a  gentleman  thinks 
he  has  but  indifferently  improved  his  estate  if  he  has 
only  doubled  his  rent>roll.  Farms  are  screwed  up  to 
a  rack-rent, — ^leases  granted  but  for  a  small  term  of 
years, — tenants  tied  down  to  hard  conditions,  and  dis- 
couraged from  cultivating  the  lands  they  occupy  to 
tiie  b^t  advantage  by  the  certainty  they  have  of  the 
rent  being  raised  on  die  expiration  of  their  lease  pro- 
portionabiy  to  the  improvements  they  shall  make, 
llitts  it  is  that  honest  industry  is  restrained ;  the  farmer 
is  a  slave  to  his  landlord  $  it  is  well  if  he  can  cover 
his  family  with  a  coarse  home-spun  friese.  The  artisan 
has  little  dealings  with  him ;  yet  he  is  obliged  to  take 
his  provirions  ftmn  him  at  an  extravagant  price,  other- 
wise the  farmer  cannot  pay  his  rent 

Tlie  proprietors  ot  lands  keep  great  part  of  them  in 
their  own  hands  for  sheep-pasture ;  and  diere  are  thou- 
sands of  poor  wretches  who  think  themselves  blessed 
if  they  can  obtain  a  hut  worse  than  the  squire  s  dog- 
kennel,  and  an  acre  of  ground  for  a  potato  plantation, 
on  condition  of  being  as  very  slaves  as  anv  in  America. 
What  can  be  more  deplorable  than  to  behold  wretches 
starving  in  the  midst  of  plenty ! 

We  are  apt  to  charge  the  Irish  with  laziness,  be- 
cause we  seldom  find  them  employed ;  but  then  we  do 
not  consider  they  have  nothing  to  do.  Sir  William 
Temple,  in  his  excellent  remarks  on  the  United  Pro- 
vinces, inquires,  why  Holland,  which  has  the  fewest 
and  worst  ports  and  commodities  of  any  nation  in 
Europe,  should  abound  in  trade,  and  Ireland,  which 
has  tne  most  and  best  of  both,  should  have  nonef 
This  great  man  attributes  this  surprising  accident  to  the 
natural  aversion  man  has  for  labour ;  who  will  not  be 
persuaded  to  toil  and  fatigue  himself  for  the  superflui- 
ties of  life  throughout  the  week,  when  he  may  provide 
himself  with  all  necessary  subsistence  by  the  labour  of 
a  day  or  two.  But  with  due  submission  to  Sir  Wil- 
liam's profound  judgment,  the  want  of  trade  with  us  is 
rather  owing  to  the  cruel  restraints  we  lie  under  than 
to  any  disqualification  whatsoever  in  our  inhabitants. 

I  have  not,  sir,  for  these  thirty  years  past,  since  I 
was  concerned  in  trade  (the  greatest  part  of  which 
time  distresses  have  been  flowing  in  upon  us),  ever 
observed  them  to  swell  so  suddenly  to  such  a  height  as 
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they  have  done  within  these  few  months.  Our  present 
calamities  are  not  to  be  represented ;  you  can  have  no 
notion  of  them  without  beoolding  tliem.  Numbers  of 
miserable  objects  crowd  our  doors,  begging  us  to  take 
their  wares  at  any  price,  to  prevent  their  families  from 
immediate  starvation.  We  cannot  part  with  our  money 
to  them,  both  because  we  know  not  when  we  shall 
have  a  market  for  their  goods,  and  as  there  are  no 
debts  paid,  we  are  afraid  of  reducing  ourselves  to  their 
own  lamentable  circumstances.  The  disntal  time  of 
trade  we  had  during  Marr's|  troubles  in  Scotland,  are 
looked  upon  as  happy  days  when  compared  with  the 
present. 

I  need  not  tell  you,  sir,  that  this  griping  want,  this 
dismal  poverty,  this  additional  woe,  must  be  put  to  the 
account  of  those  accursed  stocks,  which  have  desolated 
our  country  more  effectually  than  England.  Stock- 
jobbing was  a  kind  of  traffic  we  were  utterly  unac- 
quainted with.  We  went  late  to  the  South  Sea  market, 
and  bore  a  great  share  in  the  losses  of  it,  without  hav- 
ing tasted  any  of  its  profits. 

If  many  in  England  have  been  ruined  by  stocks, 
some  have  been  advanced.  The  English  have  a  free 
and  open  trade  to  repair  their  losses ;  but  above  all,  a 
wise,  vigilant,  and  uncorrupted  parliament  and  minis- 
try, strenuously  endeavonnng  to  restore  public  trade 
to  its  former  happy  state.  Whilst  we,  having  lost  the 
greatest  part,  of  our  cash,  without  any  probability  of 
its  returning,  must  despair  of  retrieving  our  losses  by 
trade,  and  have  before  our  eyes  the  dismal  prospect  ix 
universal  poverty  and  desolation. 

I  believe,  sir,  you  are  by  this  time  heartily  tired 
with  this  undigested  letter,  and  are  firmly  persuaded 
of  the  truth  of  what  I  said  in  the  beginning  of  it,  that 
you  had  much  better  have  imposed  this  task  on  some 
of  our  citisens  of  greater  abilities.  But  perhaps,  sir, 
such  a  letter  as  this  may  be,  for  the  singulsjrity  of  it, 
entertaining  to  you,  who  corxespond  with  the  politest 
and  most  learned  men  in  Europe.  But  I  am  satisfied 
you  will  excuse  its  want  of  exactness  and  perspicuity, 
when  you  consider  my  education,  my  being  unaccus- 
tomed to  writings  of  this  nature,  and  above  all,  those 
calamitous  objects  which  constantly  surround  u%  suffi- 
cient to  disturb  the  clearest  imagination  and  the 
soundest  judgment. 

Whatever  cause  I  have  given  you,  by  this  letter,  to 
think  worse  of  my  sense  and  judgment,  I  fancy  that  I 
have  given  yon  a  manifest  proof  that  I  am,  sir, 

Your  most  obedient  humble  servant,  J.  S. 


TEN  REASONS  FOR  REPEALING 
THE  TEST  ACT. 


1.  Because  the  ^resbyterians  are  people  of  such  great 
interest  in  this  kingdom,  that  there  are  not  above  ten 
of  their  persuasion  in  the  house  of  commons,  and  but 
one  in  tne  house  of  lords ;  though  they  are  not  obliged 
to  take  the  sacrament  in  the  established  church  to 
qualify  them  to  be  members  of  either  house  of  pu^ 
llament. 

X  Because  those  of  the  established  church  of  this 
kingdom  are  so  disaffected  to  the  king,  that  not  one 
of  them  worth  mentioning,  except  die  late  duke  of 
Ormond,  has  been  concerned  in  the  rebellion;  and 
that  our  parliament,  though  there  be  so  few  presby- 
terians,  has,  upon  all  occasions,  proved  its  loyalty  to 
king  George,  and  has  readily  agreed  to  and  enacted 
what  might  support  his  government 

3.  Because  very  few  of  die  presbyterians  have  lost 
an  employment  worth  20^  per  annum  for  not  qualify- 
ing themselves  according  to  the  test  act;  nor  will 
they  accept  of  a  militia  commission,  though  they  do 
0f  one  in  the  army. 


4.  Because,  if  they  are  not  in  the  militia  and  othtt 
places  of  trust,  the  pretender  and  his  adherents  will 
destroy  us, — ^when  he  has  no  one  to  support  him  but 
the  king  of  Spain ;  when  king  George  is  on  a  good 
understanding  with  Sweden,  IVussia,  and  Denmark ; 
and  when  he  has  made  the  best  alliances  in  Chri»tfu* 
dom.  When  the  emperor,  king  of  Great  Britain, 
the  French  king,  the  king  of  Sardinia,  are  all  in  tlie 
quadruple  alliance  against  the  Spaniard,  his  upstart 
cardinal,  and  the  pretender  ;  when  bloody  ploU 
against  Great  Britain  and  Fiance  are  blown  to  the 
winds;  when  the  Spanish  fleet  is  quite  dispersed; 
when  the  French  army  is  overrunning  Spain;  and 
when  the  rebels  in  Scotland  are  cut  off. 

d.  The  test  clause  should  be  repealed,  because  it 
is  a  defence  against  the  reformation  which  the  presby 
terians  long  since  promised  to  the  churches  of  Riiglaiid 
and  Ireland,  vis.,  **  We,  noblemen,  barons,  kuigfau, 
gentlemen,  citiiens,  burgesses,  ministers  of  the  gwpel, 
commons  of  all  sorts  in  the  kingdoms  of  Scotland, 
England,  and  Ireland,  &c.,  each  one  of  us  for  himself» 
with  our  hands  lifted  up  to  the  most  high  God,  do 
swear,  first,  That  we  will  sincerely,  really,  and  con- 
stantly, through  the  grace  of  God,  endeavour  in  our 
several  places  and  callings  to  aid  the  preservation  of 
the  reformed  religion  in  the  church  of  Scotland,  in 
doctrine,  worship,  discipline^,  and  government  Se* 
condly.  That  we  shall,  in  like  manner,  without 
respect  of  persons,  endeavour  to  promote  the  extirpa* 
tion  of  popery,  prelacy ;  that  is,  church  govenimeut 
by  archbishops,  their  chancellors,  and  commissariei, 
deans,  deacons,  and  chapters,  archdeacons,  and  all 
other  ecclesiastical  officers  depending  on  that  hie- 
rarchy." 

6.  Because  the  presbyterian  church  goveniroent 
may  be  independent  of  the  state.  The  Lcvd  Jesus  is 
king  and  head  oi  his  church ;  hath  therein  appointed 
a  government  in  the  hands  of  church  officers  dis- 
tinct from  the  civil  magistrate.  As  magistrates  may 
lawfully  call  a  synod  of  ministers  to  consult  and 
advise  with  about  matters  of  religion ;  so,  if  magis- 
trates be  open  enemies  to  the  church,  the  ministerf  of 
Christ  of  themselves,  by  virtue  of  their  office,  or  tb«y 
with  other  fit  persons,  upon  delegation  from  their 
churches,  may  meet  together  in  such  assemblies. 

7.  Because  they  have  not  the  free  'use  of  their  le* 
ligion  when  ther  disdain  a  toleration. 

6.  Because  they  have  so  little  charity  for  episco- 
pacy as  to  account  it  iniquitous.  The  address  of  th« 
? general  assembly  to  the  duke  of  Queensberry  in  the 
ate  reign  says,  diat  to  tolerate  the  episcopal  clergy  in 
Scotland  would  be  to  establish  iniauity  by  a  law. 

9.  Because  re«»ling  the  test  clause  will  probably 
disoblige  ten  of  nis  majesty^s  good  subjects  for  one 
it  can  oblige. 

10.  Because,  if  the  test  clause  be  repealed,  the 
presbyterians  may  with  the  better  grace  get  into  em* 
ployments,  and  the  easier  worm  out  those  of  the  esta- 
blished church. 

TWO  IJSTTERS  TO  THE  PUBLISHER 

OF  THE  DUBLIN  WEEKLY 

JOURNAL. 


Nemo  in  sese  lentat  deseendoe.— Pxu. 

"^-^^■^""■•— ~"^"^— ^— ■»^^— ^— »•• 
Sib,  SatonUy,  September  14,  ITSS. 

I  SAT  down  the  other  day  to  take  myself  into  con* 
sideration,  thinking  it  an  oidd  thing  that  1  should  cast 
my  eyes  so  much  abroad  to  make  discoveries  of  other 
people,  and  should  never  care  or  bethink  what  I  my- 
self was  doing  at  home.  Upon  inquiry,  I  found 
aelf-TtJUction  to  be  a  very  disagreeable  thing.  I  was 
ever  very  well    with  myself  upon  the  whole;   but 
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vb«a  I  cmc  to  this  pieoe*work  I  taw  to  many  faults 
,   tnd  lawt, »  maDy  tningt  wanting,  and  wo  many  to 
bf  molded,  that  I  did  not  know  wbereto  begin  or 
what  to  mjy  but  grew  prodigiously  sick  of  the  subject. 
Id  fine,  I  became  dioroughly  chagrined  and  out  of 
kfflOQr ;  tin  after  much  musing  I  most  manfully  came 
to  a  coodoiiooy  and  so  softened  down  my  long  run  of 
qtMrtiau  sod  answcis  into  this  issue  : — Well,  I  care 
not  though  I  hare  not   got    30,000^   per  annum; 
^  I  MB  a  projector,  and  except  twice  this  sum  very 
tooa.  Weu,  what  if  I  am  not  a  minister  of  state!    I 
am  I  poet  {—and  straight  to  pen,  ink,  and  paper,  I  be- 
took me;  azMi  with  these  two  single  considerations  I 
oQtboUnced  the  whole  posse  of  articles  that  weighed 
juit  vm  sgaimt  me. 

I  hid  mt  foundation  of  an  hundred  and  fifty  poems, 

oilei,  titiiei,  and  ballads.    I  compared  poetry  and 

boUdinf;  together,  as  you  will  see  it  done  in  my  parallel 

in  ibii  paper.    I  went  on  in  the  manner  immediately 

foUoTiog,  lod  drew  out  the  proposals,  hereafter  spec!* 

iied,  iat  nisiog  54,674/.  i2t.  in  two  years.     I  grew 

well  rith  myself  in  half  an  hour,  was  as  rich  as  a  Jew 

^  and  u  gnai  u  a  lord.      I  despised  everybody  that 

roaid  not  write  and  make  songs.     I  put  on  my  best 

vif,  cost,  and  best  laced  shirt ;  and  away  I  went  to 

Lucas V  to  laugh  at  all  the  pig  puppies  that  could  not 

tfmk  Spanish. 

Befme  I  came  to  this  dernier,  (amongst  a  million)  I 
ntomhtt  the  few  following  obserrations  occurred  to 
M :  As  that  a  poet  and  projector  are  very  near  a-kin ; 
tbt  nme  6re  and  spirit,  the  same  invention,  penetra- 
te«,  and  foieeast  being  required  to  frame  a  project 
^  a  poem,  eniccially  projects  of  architecture  and 
^«ikiio| ;  to  botn  which  I  shall  speak,  and  show  their 
Bar  fCKmblance  to  each  other  by  and  by.     For  in- 
MuKc.  yn  mxu^  both  in  poetry  and  projects,  first  lay 
j-nt  pUa  and  ground-work ;  one  part  must  precede 
ud  diBv  on  and  answer  another ;  you  must  not  only 
fome  the  main  body,  and  shell  or  hull  in  one,  and  the 
«itama  or  design  in  ihe  other ;  but  you  must  contrive 
paafci,  wipgs,  oot-honses,  colonnades,  porches,  &c., 
vhidi  in  poetry  answer  proemiums,  digressions,  paren- 
^i«e^  vpoodfls,'  incidents,    perorations,   conclusions, 
pfv&M.  and  indexes :   Then  the  fable  of  a  poem,  or 
tbe  fraani.vnk  of  a  project,  must  be  equally  pro- 
^e.  MX  (00  much  exceeding  life,  taken  from  nature, 
or  spmtt^i  very  like  nature.     In  the  execution  ci 
^b«  TOD  most  grow  from  chaos  and  darkness  to  the 
].ttlr  giimmcrings  of  existence  first,  and  Aen  proceed 
^  non  lightsome  appearances  afterwards,   Keeping 
•^vajt  the  tip-top  B|uendour  and  sublime  in  vie#, 
^^of  Tery  confident  of  the  success  of  the  undertaking, 
"(■nag  DO  pains,  nor  money  if  you  have  it,  to  push 
*-i«  perfonnance ;  cursing  the  diffidence  and  impatience 
<^  a  cfrtain  sort  of  people  of  the  quiet  cast  of  mind, 
-'^ft  being  discouiaged  at  any  unkind  muse  or  cross- 
r.%aitd  doty  that  obstructs  the  pullulation  of  the 
^"'V"!  v^ahmtm,  or  who  will  not  yet  suffer  the  poem 
t-  become  correct  and  complete;  so  that  one  may 
"nmcdL«iely  say  of  the  author, 

Oi  popoU  aaeraisM,  el  eedro  digna  locotum. 

And  if  at  last  the  prqeet  miscarries,  and  the  poem 
^  •iamned,  yoa  are  to  curse  fortune,  and  damn  a 
'lolea,  unbelieving  world ;  you  are  to  drink  a  bottle 
"j  pott  after  a  quart  of  porter,  and  to  begin  a  new 
^gn  next  morning,  et  n>,  in  drcuio  ad  infiniittm,  till 
ivDt  and  fortune  court  you  or  till  you  are  philosopher 
^'*Qffh  to  despise  them,  which  is  all  one,  and  then  die ; 
^J>t  be  mre  yon  never  forgive  the  senseless  and  un- 
P»*rfal  town.     Pnhatwn  Mi. 

^nw  before  I  proceed  I  must  declare  that  I  pioue 
n^yieU  mightily  upon  the  laudable  professionf  whicn  I 
<Rtt  of ;  sad  I  do  freely  acknowledge  and  own,  how-  | 


ever  the  severer  sort  may  sneer  at  me  for  it,  that  I  find 
more  self-complacency  and  joy  of  mind  from  my  pro- 
fessions of  poetry  and  project-bunting,  than  from  my 
knighthood,  though  it  be  the  very  mirror  and  glory  of 
all  knighthood,  than  from  my  learning,  my  birth,  my 
little  fortune  and  skill  in  dress,  or  my  making  love,  or 
from  any  other  advantage  of  mine  over  the  herd  of 
men;  and  to  cut  down  the  <^mI  one»  all  at  once,  I 
hereby  loudly  affirm  that  the  joy  of  mind  arising  from 
one*s  being  conscious  that  he  is  a  poet,  exceeds  all 
other  advantages  of  mind,  body,  and  fortune  whatever. 
In  short.  111  out  with  the  secret : — Depend  on  it, 
gentlemen,  that  poetry  is  meat,  drink,  clothes,  wash- 
ing, and  lodging,  and  I  know  it.  And  I  appeal  for 
the  truth  of  it  to  every  hacknev  author,  in  prose  as 
well  as  verse,  in  town.  You  will  allow,  I  bebeve,  all 
happiness  to  consist  in  imagination,  that  is,  in  men's 
way  of  thinking  themselves  to  be  happy  or  not ;  crede 
quod  habeMf  et  kabeM,  Now  I  hope  there  is  nobody  that 
will  dispute  the  right  of  imagination  with  a  poet,  Etyo 
— on  which  foundation,  I  never  fail  to  argue  thus  with 
myself:  My  lord  has  disappointed  me,  true;  d — ^u 
him,  I  have  more  sense  than  he ;  he  cannot  take  my 
wit  and  my  pen  from  me,  and  good  sense  and  wit  are  a 
fortune  at  all  times.  What  though  he  makes  me  hate 
him  for  a  thousand  reasons,  he  shall  not,  he  cannot,  put 
me  out  of  conceit  with  myself— d — n  him,  I  made  two 
lines  to-dav  of  more  worth  and  value  than  him  and 
his,  and  all  that  belong  to  him. 

Sed  Vatem  q^^um  I  Cul  non  rit  publlca  ▼ens. 
Qui  nihil  pxpositnm  aoleat  deduoere,  nee  qui 
Commnui  feriiU  cannen  triviale  monet£  I 
Uunc  I  Qualem  neqoeo  iiionfltnie»  et  aentio  tantiim. 

Excellent,  by  my  soul.     Seniio  tantum  !  and  so,  hang 

your  lords  and  squires,  your  coaches,  and  equipages. 

Ad  incubatum.  Sir  James ;  fear  not  the  Umm  labor 

«/  mora ;  write,  quod  dtmonoa  oapit  ungmM,  and  then 

you  are  happy,  you  are  rich ;  Apollo's  your  patron, 

and  the  muses,  and  the  fawns,  and  old  Silemio,  et  Bac 

ch$ti  Pater,  will  crown  you  with  joy,  and  your  head 

will  never  ache,  and  your  belly  will  never  croak  with 

the  colic.    Consider  thisy  you  wise  ones,  and  believe  it 

to  be  true: 

Baodiam  in  remotis  carmina  ruplbos 
Vidi  dooentem :  credite,  poatari. 

Believe  me^  I  aay,  and  consider  what  follows  as  a 
proof  of  it. 

If  about  three  I  find  the  company  slink  off,  and  that 
I  am  left  alone  in  the  green,  I  retire  to  a  bench,  where 
I  pull  out  Virgil,  and  read  the  description  of  Elysium 
till  five,  contemplating  how  the  shades  are  entertained 
below  with  philosophy,  and  how  they  live  on  piy«i 
ether,  amidst  groves  and  rivulets ;  thii  doncf  I  pay  & 
visit  to  my  lady — drink  green  tea,  and  to  prevent  the 
too  searching  quality  of  that  piercing  fluid,  I  call  for 
a  thin  slice  or  two  of  bread  and  butter,  and  then  think 
no  more  of  dinner  than  dulness ;  dinner's  over  for  that 
day.  If  at  night  I  am  deserted  the  same  way,  at  the 
playhouse  or  Lucas's,  I  retire;  solitude  is  the  blessedest 
state  in  the  world ;  who  would  bear  the  noise  and  im- 
pertinency  of  fops  and  fools  f  So  1  read  a  little  phi- 
losophy first,  then  some  poetry,  or  a  little  Spanish 
prose,  and  never  awake  out  of  my  studies  till  all  the 
bouse  is  asleep ;  and  then  it's  too  late  to  think  of  send- 
ing to  the  cook's,  or  going  to  a  tavern,  and  so  truly  I 
e'en  go  to  bed.  I  am  a  perfect  master  of  the  art  of 
sleeping,  and  take  it  to  be  a  very  nourishing  thing.  If 
I  am  served  the  same  way  the  second  day,  I  amuse  my 
bowds  with  my  own  works,  for  which,  I  own,  I  never 
do  want  bowels.  If  the  sun  shines  not  more  favourable 
the  third  day,  I  write ;  invention  takes  off  all  atten- 
tion to  everything  but  itKlf ;  when  my  brain  is  full, 
my  belly  is  never  empty ;  nor  do  I  care  who  dines  or 
sups,  if  I  make  and  like  my  own  verses :    By  wanting 
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proviBioDS  that  dajr,  I  generally  provide  for  many 
days,  in  some  epistle  or  dedication,  and  maybe  I  have 
provided  that,  u  I  shall  live  well,  so  I  shall  never  die; 
and  that  night  I  dream  of  whole  markets  of  meat  and 
whole  rivers  of  wine. 

N.B.  A  litlle  bread,  ale,  and  porter,  must  be  sup- 
p(Med  each  day  in  some  lucid  interval. 

The  brain  being  drained,  on  the  fourth  day  I  begin 
to  have  some  little  compassion  for  my  virtuous  and  for- 
bearing guts ;  Hang  it,  says  I,  one  cannot  study  and 
labour  always — I  will  e'en  go  and  divert  my  lord — 
he'll  rejoice  to  see  me — I'll  say  my  best  thing8---so — 
"  sam  ceremony,  my  lord,  I  know  the  beaux  esprits  are 
always  at  home  with  your  lordship — I'gad,  I  am  in  the 
best  humour  in  the  world,  my  lord — ^my  spirits  are  all 
up,  my  lord — ^I  have  finished  an  incomparable  piece, 
my  lord — and  I  don't  know  anybody,  my  lord,  that 
relishes,  and  therefore  deserves  to  have  good  things  said 
to  him  more  than  your  lordship,  my  lord :" — so,  down  I 
sit,  and  eat  and  drink  like  a  devil. 

But  pray  excuse  me,  gentlemen,  for  this  digression ; 
digression  seems  to  be  the  very  life  and  soul  of  writing, 
and  therefore  1  here  present  you  with  the  parallel  I 
promised  you  just  now,  between  a  book  and  a  house, 
and  between  building,  projecting,  and  writing. 

7b  ike  Pubiither  of  the  Dublin  fVeekfy  Journal, 


Nemo  in  lese  teutat  desoendero. — Psu. 

Sir,  Saturday,  September  21, 179S. 

In  my  last  I  promised  you  a  pahallbl  between  a  book 
and  a  house,  and  between  building,  projecting,  and 
writing,  as  also  a  proposal  for  raising  a  sum  not  ex- 
ceeding 54,674/.  12#.  in  two  years. 

THB    FABAEXEL. 

Cover  of  the  book — ^top  of  the  house.  Blank  leaves 
— avenue.  Half  title-page — court-yard  and  wall. 
Whole  title-page — ^front  of  the  bouse.  Dedication — 
porter,  who  tells  lies  and  6atters  all  day  long,  for  the 
good  of  the  family  but  to  the  utter  abuse  of  the  person 
he  speaks  to.  Pnfice — ^hall,  wherein  are  contained 
guns,  pikes,  and  bows,  for  the  defence  of  the  premises. 
Contents — the  mistress  of  the  family.  Introduction — 
the  staircase.  Bulk  of  the  book — the  master  of  the 
house  and  furniture.  Ornaments — trophies,  figures, 
similes,  &c.     Index — the  house  of  office. 

I  might  go  on  and  show  how  particular  sorts  of 
writing  resemble  particular  sorts  of  building,  and  that 
an  epic  poem  is  like  a  palace,  and  the  panegyric  its 
painted  walls ;  that  school  divinity  is  like  a  church, 
where  the  terms  of  art,  like  the  seats  and  pulpit,  lie 
always  in  the  same  situation,  and  may  be  made  use  of 
very  aptly  fbr  different  purposes,  according  to  the 
present  possessors  and  occupiers,  and  serve  the  end  of 
the  heterodox  at  one  time,  the  orthodox  at  another ; 
that  the  law  is  like  wooden  houses  of  our  ancestors, 
with  wooden  furniture,  where  you  are  continually  of- 
fended with  knots  and  hurt  with  flaws,  and  are  very 
often  fired  out  of  all  you  have ;  that  mathematics  re- 
semble a  well-built  arch ;  logic  a  castle ;  and  romances 
castles  in  the  air ;  divinity  is  like  St.  Pauls  church  at 
London,  that  will  never  be  finished  nor  be  liked  by 
everybody,  and  that  will  be  always  decaying,  repairing, 
and  mending :  sophistry  is  a  dark  entry,  and  irony  a 
▼ault;  digrewion  a  drawing  room,  history  a  gallery, 
essays  a  dining-room,  and  sermons  a  bedchamber: 
poetry  may  be  compared  to  Gresham  college,  where 
there  is  a  variety  of  gewgaws  and  rarities,  which, 
when  you  have  seen,  you  come  away,  but  are  neither 
tlie  better,  wiser,  or  richer  for  them. 

There  are  many  pieces  of  writing  like  one  famous 
building  in  this  city.  Heraldry  is  bedlam ;  church 
controversT,  bedlam;  law  term  of  art,  bedlam ;  phy- 


sic-terms, bedlam ;  journals,  bedlam ;  advertisonenti, 
bedlam ;  modem  political  tracts,  bedlam.  I  might,  I 
say,  pursue  this  subject,  had  I  a  mind,  and  show  that 
the  Chillingworth  and  Hoadleian  style  and  writingi 
are  the  true  and  ancient  Tuscan  dialects,  simple,  weU- 
concerted,  and  put  together,  beautiful  enough,  and 
what  will  last  as  long  as  the  sun  shines  by  means  of 
their  proportion ;  and  that  they  who  write  in  defence  of 
impositions  and  constraint  of  opinions,  raise  their  worth 
in  the  right  Gothic  order,  far  remote  from  the  ancient 
proportions  and  ornaments  of  buildings,  with  a  pillar 
here  of  a  vast  massy  form,  and  there  another  as  flendei 
as  a  pole,  having  capitals  without  any  certain  diineD- 
sions,  and  carv^  with  thorny  leaves  of  thistles,  col^ 
worts,  and  bearVfoot,  so  that  to  see  them  or  touch 
them  offends  you,  but  the  comfort  is  they  will  not 
last  long. 

I  might  go  through  the  Doric,  the  Tonic,  the  Corin- 
thian, me  Composite,  and  add  the  Attic  order  alio, 
and  show  you  the  several  authors  and  their  writiogs 
that  have  resemblance  to  them  ;  but  I  am  not  inclined 
to  do  it  at  this  time,  nor  to  sliow  you  the  resemblaace 
that  several  styles  and  kinds  of  writing  have  to  the 
inside  and  furniture  of  buildings,  whedier  palacef, 
private  houses,  lodges,  or  public  buildings,  as,  that 
history  puts  one  in  mind  of  the  housekeeper  and  nurw, 
and  sometimes  the  good  woman  of  the  house ;  that 
poetry  is  the  china-ware,  ethics  the  looking*gls«a; 
common  place-books,  p g-p-ts,  commentaries,  can- 
dles in  dark  lanterns,  which  neither  see  themselvei  oor 
let  anything  else  be  seen ;  that  an  epic  noem  v  a 
feast;  translations,  hashes;  miscellanies,  olios;  that 
odes  are  tarts  and  cheese-cakes;  dedications,  whip 
syllabubs;  epistles,  pot-luck;  lampoons,  tabletalk; 
satires,  tea-tables;  and  polyanthuses,  chamber-maidt, 
that  do  all  the  business  of  die  house, — and  a  thcMUsnd 
more,  which  some  time  or  other  I  will  record  inthi» 
my  never-dying  registry,  instead  of  which,  for  the 
present  take  what  follows. 

A  LIST  07   UY  PBOrOSAM   FOB   BAISINO   A  SUU  NOT 
EXCEEDING    54,674/.  12f.   IN   TWO  YEARS. 

For  my  new  comedy  this  winter —  £.    i.   ^' 

The  first  third  night 500    0   0 

The  second  third  night  •     .     •     .         150    0  0 
The  third  third  night      .     •     .      .         150    0  0 

From  the  printer 105    0  0 

Forthenledication 105    0  0 

Ditto  for  my  tragedy  next  winter .     .      1,010    0   0 

For  my  two  farces  each  winter.     •     •         100    0  0 

In  fame  for  them,  placed  to  account 

as  value  received       .....      5,000    0   0 

For  52  papers  to  be  sent,  as  the  hu- 
mour bites,  to  the  printer,  once  a 
fortnight 54  12   0 

For  casual  pamphlets,   at  a  moderate 

computation,  from  the  booksellers  •         100    0   0 

From  toe  government  for  ditto       •     •        200    0   ^ 

From  ditto  in  fame 100    0   0 

For  answering  Mist's  Journal   .     .     •         200    0   v 

For  panegyrics  on  four  certain  lords    •         200    0   0 

For  casual  odes,  familiar  epistles,  lam- 
noons,  satires,  dedications,  loose 
fetters  and  verses,  anagrams,  mottos 
for  rings  and  sign-posts,  stating  cases, 
drawing  petitions,  translating,  cor- 
recting, giving  hints,  lending  a 
thought,  altering  sentences,  adding 
paragraphs ;  and  innumerable  deles, 
modestly  speaking 500    0   0 

Hush-money  of  several  sorts     .     •     •         200    0   0 

For  a  scheme  to  prevent  running  of 
goods 5,000    0   C 

From  the  government  for  ways  and 
m«ans  for  two  years .     •     •     ^     •    10,000    0   0 
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fno  the  awna  of  the  lAispa,  for  le^ 

Kobg  their  number,  by   inTenting^ 

coe  Urge  one  which,  eet  on  a  pole 

30  fftt  high,  in  the  middle,  ehall 

enlighten  erery  the  leut  part  of  the 

Urgeit  itreet  in  town,  ao  that  one 

maj  read  Greelc  by  i^  and  by  in* 

renting  an  aabeatenoua  phosphor  to 

tare  &  ezpenae  of  oil,  men  •  laboor, 

kc^  which  phosphor  may  remain  in 

the  lamp  without  being  tempered  or 

attflidea,  as  long  as  the  lamp  holda 

together;  and  which  lamps  therefore 

need  Derer  he  remored ;  and  which 

pb»phar,  like  die  atan,  will  always 

ihinewhen  the  sun  disappears;  for 

ftiit  mTcstion  2001.  per  annum  for 

CTcr,  wlkicfa,  at  30  yean*  purchase^ 

conotD 6,000    0    0 

For  breating  die  perpetual  motion  •  5,000  0  0 
For  (Inoofcring   the    SBquator   stone, 

vUcii  points  the   needle  east  and 

weit 20,000    0    0 

In  all     •     £54,674  12    0 

nfPBirECT  PB0JKCT8. 

To  make  alt  water  fresh.' 

To  Ncore  ships  from  sinking. 

To  restore  Roman  eloquence  and  lore  of  our 
ooontiy. 

To  eonveit  pagans. 

To  make  all  christians  of  one  mind. 

To  reviTe  masquerades. 

To  calcalate  natirities. 

To  faicak  Hawkins  and  his  agents  by  abolishing  the 
KTcnl  corpocations  of  beggars,  whores,  pickpockets, 
Mwitappaiees. 

To  prevent  wrinkles  in  any  part  of  the  body  or  the 
bee. 

Toprarent  both  sexes  fVom  erer  being  old  women. 

A  preNrratire  against  the  involuntary  loss  of  a  maid* 
enseal 

Boi  pny  excuse  baste,  gentlemen,  you  shall  soon 
beax  hm  me  more  fully  on  all  these  subjects.  In  the 
neaadine,  I  am,  sir, 

V'our  most  humble  servant,  W.  B. 


THREE  LETTERS  UPON  THE  USE 
OF  IRISH  COAL. 

r*  ty  PMuhtr  of  the  LhAUn  fVeekfy  JtmrnaL 

Who  ia  so  blind  as  he 
That  eao— bnt  wUl  not  see  ? 


^'^  Saturday.  Ango^  9, 172«.\ 

As  I  tske  the  following  case  to  be  of  service  to  the 
ki  \ficm  in  general  as  well  as  to  this  city  in  particular, 
1  M>k  upoQ  it  as  a  duty  incumbent  on  you  to  publish 
t!  in  ywt  paper.  I  shall  make  no  other  apology,  but 
>JMcnbe  myself  a  dear  friend  to  my  country,  and 

Youn,&c  S.  D.  H. 

r«  «U  (he  ktmekeepert  o/  tkt  city  of  Dublin  :  the  out 
*f  manjf  thonamd  poor  inKabitantt  of  thi*  cityy  in  a 
^i«r  lea  vay  worikjf  number  of  parlianunt,  ^c. 

Sll,  Dttblin,  Angust  4. 17S9. 

HiTi^o  some  time  ago  laid  before  your  house  the 
CMS  of  nuay  f^iflitan**  poor  families  and  housekeepers 
of  the  city  of  DuUin,  concerning  the  extravagant  rates 
«f  ooals  m  dus  city,  and  meeting  with  some  success, 
iBskes  me  now  reaasome  this  second  trouble,  which 


none  but  those  who  were  eye-witneaaes  to  the  lament- 
able state  and  condition  of  the  poor  all  this  last  hard 
winter  can  give  an  exact  account  of.  In  a  word,  the 
general  cry  throug;hout  this  city  was  of  cold  and  hunger. 
Looking  back  into  the  journals  of  your  house  last 
session,  and  the  state  of  the  accounts,  I  find  a  consider- 
able sum  of  money  (no  leas  than  4000/.)  allowed  for 
the  encouragement  of  Irish  coals,  •'.  «.  for  laying  in  a 
sufficient  stock  of  our  own  coals  to  lower  the  extravagant 

E'ce  of  the  Whitehaven  coal,  &c.,  which  coal  was  no 
I  than  30«.  per  ton  this  last  winter,  when  the  Irish 
coals  (if  any  could  have  been  spared  or  kept  in  stock  till 
winter)  by  our  new  company  of  adventurers  were  sold 
at  14f .  and  15f .  per  ton. 

The  mismanagement  thereof,  the  misapplication  of 
that  iund,  the  disadvantageous,  haxardous  situation  of 
this  new  projected  port,  the  embesxlement  of  both  the 
money  and  coals^  I  shall  treat  of  in  a  more  particular 
manner  hereafter. 

When  the  city  was  starving  all  the  last  winter  for 
want  of  coals,  there  was  not  one  barrel  of  Irish  coal  to 
be  had  at  any  rate ;  and  for  the  want  of  a  stock  the 
Whitehaven  colliers  imposed  upon  us  what  rates  they 
pleased. 

It  is  to  be  observed  that  all  or  great  part  of  the  Irish 
coals  imported,  and  to  be  laid  up  for  the  winter  season, 
was  sold  out  in  summer  to  the  banacks,  the  custom- 
house, and  the  glass-house. 

The  barracks. — The  computation,  at  so  many  bushels 
of  coal  to  each  room,  according  to  the  consumption 
and  lasting  of  Whitehaven  coal,  which  was  near  one- 
third  leas  to  the  poor  soldier  in  his  firing,  and  the  slack 
useless. 

The  custom-house. — The  commissioners  and  officers 
having  a  hank  upon  the  Whitehaven  owners^,  they  dare 
not  impose  upon  them  in  the  price  of  their  coals,  so  that 
they  might  have  been  spared  m  selling  out  of  the  public 
stock,  for  the  commissioners  would  have  been  content 
to  have  a  stock  left  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  in  winter ; 
but  in  this,  as  in  all  other  cases,  the  public  and  the  poor 
are  always  the  last  to  be  served. 

As  I  conceive  such  a  stock  ought  not  to  be  delivered 
out  till  the  height  of  winter,  and  to  be  sold  out  in  small 
parcels,  as  half  a  barrel  or  band  at  most  at  any  one 
time,  still  to  keep  a  stock  for  the  relief  of  the  poor,  and 
to  keep  down  any  exaction  or  exorbitant  price  laid 
upon  coals. 

As  to  the  glass-house^  the  undertakers  in  the  one 
and  the  adventurers  in  the  other,  are  most  of  them 
joined  in  company,  and  these  coals  consumed  in  blow* 
mg  bottles. 

A  NEW  BXPBRIMBNT  IN  7INDINQ  THE  VACUUM. 

These  bottle-makers,  like  the  children,  play  with 
soap  and  water,  blowing  up  bottles  in  a  sun-shiny  day, 
makes  various  fine  colours  while  it  lasts,  and  like  their 
pots  hitherto,  both  prove  alike  to  be — a  bubble. 

I  am  no  way  for  discouraging  the  design,  though  as 
vet  it  has  proved  all  in  vain,  but  entirely  against 
lessening  the  stock  (designed  so  to  be  reserved  for  the 
relief  of  the  poor,  &c.)  upon  any  account  whatever. 

And  I  find  the  glass-house  too  near  to  the  coal-yard 
and  to  the  city.  As  to  the  latter,  I  remember  two 
dreadful  fires  occasioned  by  glass-houses  within  tliis 
city. 

Now  that  I  am  upon  this  subject  of  fire  and  smoke, 
I  must  mention  that  quarter  of  Uie  town  where  I  have 
seen  such  a  train  of  coaches,  the  ladies  taking  a  tour  to 
the  Strand,  and  all  this  gaiety  at  once  eclipsed  (like 
the  chariot  of  the  sun)  by  a  dark  thick  cloud  of  smoke. 
This  glass-house  has  been  complained  of  as  an  exceed- 
ingly great  nuisance  in  that  neighbourhood,  and  by 
the  several  inhabitants  thereabouts ;  but  as  the  design 
is  good,  let  them  try  their  hand  once  more,  until  it  is 
Ivought  to  some  perfection,  and  when  once  a  right 
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me&od  it  found,  it  will  be  an  enoouragement  to  proeeed 
further  therein,  and  carry  on  the  work  in  some  remote 
port  of  the  town. 

AS  TO  TUB  KSBPING  A  STOCK  OP  GOALS. 

One  objection  to  our  Irish  coal,  if  kept  for  any  time, 
is  that  the  nilphureoua  matter  of  the  coal  (when  dug 
up  and  torn  out  of  its  natural  bed)  eraporates  or  ex- 
hales by  the  sun  and  air,  and  natural  causos  are  offered ; 
but  we  know  that  a  coal,  though  it  may  lose  some  of 
die  outward,  whether  sulphureous  or  bituminous,  matter, 
yet  the  inside  of  the  coal  cannot  be  penetrated  or 
made  worse,  ei^er  by  the  sun,  air,  water,  or  any 
cause  whatsoever,  in  one  season  or  two. 

And  how  easy  is  all  this  remedied,  at  a  little  expense, 
when  a  thousand  of  funes,  with  a  little  dirty  stable 
litter  on  it,  will  coyer  20,000  tons  of  coals. 

And  the  same  funes  may  be  made  use  of  again,  as 
you  break  into  the  body  and  bulk  of  your  stock  of 
coals,  with  little  or  no  cost. 

I  come  now  to  lay  before  you  the  neat  advantage  of 
a  coal  that  we  have  within  ourselves,  in  our  own 
province,  that  exceeds  any  other  coal  whatsoever,  that 
IS,  the  Kilkenny  coal.  I  appeal  to  all  those  that  make 
use  of  that  coal,  and  to  all  such  as  ever  have  been  in 
^at  country,  for  a  iust  report. 

What  will  neighbouring  nations,  what  will  posterity 
say  of  us,  that  for  so  great  a  series  of  time  as  these 
collieries  have  been  found  out,  the  use  of  so  great  a 
blessing  as  this  is  should  have  been  so  long  neglected  1 
They  may  truly  say,  an  ignorant,  indolent,  cursed, 
slothful  people : — as,  when  we  find  a  good  mine,  we 
do  not  know  how  to  make  use  of  it 

Nature  affords  us  navigable  rivers  near  these  collieries, 
the  Barrow,  upper  and  lower,  which  faUs  into  Ross, 
Waterford,  and  other  ports :  and  when  once  our  neigh- 
bouring kingdom  can  get  a  trial,  finding  the  value  of 
this  coal  for  several  uses,  they  will  be  glad  at  any  rate 
to  purchase  that  which  we  ourselves  have  foolishly 
neglected  so  long  a  time.  What  hardships  have  we 
undergone!  What  immense  sums  have  been  taken 
out  of  this  kingdom!  laid  out  for  a  much  worse  coal ; 
the  value  so  much  inferior  to  this  of  the  Kilkenny,  that 
there  is  no  manner  of  comparison  in  goodness,  for  heat 
and  duration. 

This  is  the  great  article  in  draining  the  money  out 
of  the  kingdom,  without  any  the  least  return  ;  this  it 
is  that  malus  silver  so  scarce ;  tiicse  colliers  taking  no 
other  money  over  but  HbaX  specie  alone. 

It  is  objected,  the  difficulty  in  lighting  this  coal. 
Bo  the  people  in  that  county  make  any  difficulty  in 
lighting  their  fires  ?  and  is  turf  so  scarce  here,  that  you 
will  want  a  fire  for  want  of  turf  to  light  itt  Time 
and  experience  will  tell  the  contrary. 

In  order  to  make  your  fire  bum  Ivight  and  clear,  *tis 
no  more  than  to  add  a  bar  or  two  to  the  bottom  of  your 
grate,  to  give  it  more  air,  and  you  may  have  a 
constant,  lasting,  good  fire,  once  you  are  accustomed 
to  it,  it  will  answer  all  the  ends  you  pronose. 

As  to  any  suffocating  smell  in  this  coal,  and  making 
people  drowsy,  those  that  are  convemnt  with  it  deny 
ue  assertion,  and  say  it  is  the  violent  heat  in  this  more 
than  in  any  other  coal,  which  may  be  very  easily 
qualified : 

And  a  little  turf,  or  any  small  quantity  of  coal, 
mixed  with  it,  removes  all  objections  that  can  be 
made ;  as  the  old  saying,  we  are  still  more  nice  than 


wise. 


Are  there  any  people  in  this  kingdom  so  free  from 
asthmas  as  in  the  county  of  Kilkenny  t  Not  only  the 
inhabitants,  but  all  others  that  resort  thither,  can 
testify,  and  much  it  is  owing  to  their  fire,  free  from 
smoke.  The  constant  thick  douds  of  smoke  that 
hang  over  Dublin  are  so  nauseous,  the  air  so  cor- 
rupted, that  the  smeU  of  the  smoke  is  perceptible  some 


miles  off,  insomuch,  that  few  or  none  ever  escape  with- 
out some  disorder. 

Who  is  there  here  diat  cannot  see  the  cause  and  hsi 
not  felt  the  effect  t  None  but  those  that  are  inured  to 
this  fire  and  smoke,  that  has  so  intoxicated  their  bnioi, 
that  they  are  void  of  all  their  senses,  and  in  such  a 
lethargy  they  will  not  seek  relief. 

The  physicians  in  Dublin  make  it  their  constant 
practice  to  remove  their  patients  to  some  purer  air  near 
the  suburbs,  out  of  the  smoke  of  the  city,  which  io 
winter  is  so  thick,  and  cloudy  enough  to  stifle  men  and 
beasts,  so  great  an  influence,  that  it  affects  even  the 
blossom  and  bloom  nf  the  flowers  in  the  spring. 

And  the  chief  cause  of  the  bad  air  anout  DobUn 
proceeds  from  the  great  quantity  of  smoke  in  the  coali 
used  here ;  the  best  proof  that  can  be,  by  your  icnics 
in  seeing  and  smelling. 

I  am  very  well  informed  and  assured,  that  the 
common  rate  of  the  Kilkenny  coal,  at  the  pits,  is  W. 
the  stand  ;  the  stand  is  dOO,  one  quarter  weight ;  that 
4  stand  makes  1  ton  1  cwt ;  and  1  ton  of  this  coal 
at  the  pit  comes  to  about  a  crown-pieoe,  which,  with 
the  further  charge  by  water*  carnage,  &c.,  canndt 
exceed  in  the  whole,  more  than  10s.  or  12s.  per  too  io 
Dublin,  for  Kilkenny  coal ;  when  the  same  coal,  br 
land-cairiage  to  this  town,  commonly  costs  about  20t. 
per  ton  in  Dublin  market,  and  that  only  to  be  had  iji 
the  summer  season.  Is  there  no  distinction  to  be  made, 
when  1  ton  of  this  coal  will  outlast  3  ton  of  any  other 
coalf  Have  you  no  thought  now  (after  such  deu* 
bought  experience  these  many  years)  of  keeping  what 
little  monev  you  have  to  circulate  in  TOur  own  king- 
dom, and  lay  it  out  among  one  anotnerf    0  cit£5, 

GIVES,  &c. 

I  have  been  very  well  assured,  that  several  of  the 
Whitehaven  owners  have  combined  together,  and  have 
declared,  that  this  next  winter  they  resolve  to  stane 
you  out  and  out  by  raising  their  coals  to  40«.  a  tim. 
on  account  of  the  uaage  they  met  with  from  the  lord 
mayor  the  last  winter ;  then  necessity  will  compel  you 
to  what  has  now  been  offered. 

As  to  the  new  projected  port — ^in  winter  it  will  aTatl 
little  or  nothing ;  beiides  the  great  loss  to  the  bujcr  iu 
the  slack  of  this  coal,  and  many  other  disadvantages  to 
all  but  the  proprietors  and  undertakers.  The  cause  ii 
lashing  out  in  this  satirical  manner  proceeds  not  from 
any  fondness  for  variety,  but  a  just  flight  of  pssiioo, 
that  people  should  be  so  blind  and  iniahiated,  in  pobt 
of  tneir  own  interest  and  welfare ;  but  no  induoencDt 
can  swerve  me  from  the  interest  of  my  country.  I 
need  not,  nay,  cannot  urge  it  further ;  and  like  what 
a  worthy  prdate  said  upon  the  like  occasion,  for  the 
good  of  his  country — Lwravi  ammam  mnm, — I  have 
done  my  duty,  and  dischaiged  my  ccmscience.  I 
cannot  find  any  but  who  will  be  pleased,  except 
money-changers  and  chimney-sweepers. 

Even  most  of  the  bankers  (those  worthy  menibefs  of 
the  commonwealth)  will  be  for  it,  because  tltey  eaa 
get  no  exchange  to  and  fro  to  Whiteliaven. 

Must  I  at  last  (Stewart-like)  address  myself  to  tbf 
ladies,  (too  hard  a  task  for  an  old  man  to  undertake 
with  pleasure,)  therefore  I  caimot  hold  long  upon  the 
su^ect. 

The  ladies  may  lay  aside  their  washes,  &c.,  that 
destroy  the  complexion.  This  preserves  it,  and  rendm 
the  Kilkenny  beauty  both  pure  and  lasting  sa  the 
Kilkenny  marble. 

Sir,  as  I  have  exceeded  the  bounds  of  a  letter,  I  rrfff 
the  conclusion  of  this  to  your  next.  And  am,  for  tlie 
present,  my  country*s 

Host  humble,  ftc.«  M.  B. 
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nA^  PMiakir  <fthe  Dublin  WtOlg  Joumal. 


Who  ia  ■>  blind,  u  be 
Thai  eai>— bat  will  not  ne  ? 


SiK,  BiOurday.  AuffuaC  19, 1719. 

I  ttArs  in  vy  lait  given  you  a  small  sketch,  hoping, 
t&«  oext  aesion,  vqu  will  propoee,  encourage,  and  im- 
pruTc  the  nwCfaod  already  taken  by  our  matten  and 
inroen  of  akipB,  in  importing  Kilkenny  coal  to  thii 
city,  Cor  immiwliate  relief,  that  we  may  have  a  conitaut 
lupply  of  ooals  to  this  city,  and  that  a  competent  etock 
m^y  be  laid  in  for  the  reUef  of  the  |)OQr. 

I  fvay  and  wish  (for  I  have  nothing  more  at  heart, 
no  other  view,  than  the  lervice  of  the  public)  that  this 
•cheme  in  particular  lerving  the  city  of  Dublin  and 
the  kinyJOTW  in  general  may  and  will  be  improved. 
For  my  part.  I  can  think  of  no  other  surer  way  than 
the  eooeaaiBBmeat  of  importing  the  coals  aforesaid. 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  humble  servant,      M.B. 

N.BL  The  iceann  of  writing  and  communicating  this 
dhit  so  early  befoie  the  session,  is  ^t  no  time 
•hoeld  be  loe^  that  now  in  summer  the  coals  may  be 
dug  up  (I  neean  in  grsat  quantities)  and  drawn  from 
the  pita  to  the  water  side. 

Tiow  dse  way  is  paved,  and  a  dear  road,  without 
say  let  or  tnmble  i^  bringing  them. 

This  will  employ  the  poor  and  a  great  many  hands, 
and  thia  ia  die  time  fee  encouraging  and  carrying  on 
tW  work,  ■•  the  city,  the  head  of  this  weak,  poor, 
f««ble  nation  is  grown  so  monstrous  great  (a  httd  too 
hie  ibr  tbe  body),  so  in  proportion  it  will  require  and 
take  an  exceedingly  great  quantity  of  coals  to  serve  it 
vith  firing. 

But  wfaen  yoa  consider  the  differenee,  as  I  shall 

Iwffter  sbmr  and  demonstrate  the  lasting  of  this  coal, 

that  IB  a  gieat  measure  will  lessen  the  Quantity  of 

oneb  to  sapply  and  answer  this  great  call,  and  save 

y«u  above  oneAhird  in  the  charge  of  your  firing.     It 

vill  isre  immense  sums  that  are  now  drawn  from  you 

n«ry  fcst  by  die  Whitehaven  and  other  colliers,  in 

tUs  esgnai  an  article  and  charge  of  firing,  and  when 

camiot  lay  in  a  stock  in  the  proper 

many  accounts,  as  erobargos  and  many 

the  rates  and  price  of  coals  continually 

grow  more  and  more.    Tbe  making  use 

fuel,  of  what  sort  soever,  it  is  like  the 

nee,  who,  when  he  has  a  garden  of  his 

<>wu  well  planted,  and  can  dig  up  his  own  potatoes, 

GBD  have  no  oecaeion  then  to  buy  potatoes  nom  his 


roSTSCRIPT. 

Since  I  received  this  former  account,  I  sent  for  one 
hundred  weight  of  Kilkenny  coal,  which  cost  If., 
sod  weighed  one-quarter  of  the  hundred  of  thb  coal, 
ot«^  quarter  of  tbe  Whitehaven,  and  a  quarter  of  a 
hundred  of  the  Irish  coal, — so  wdered,  for  an  experi- 
tarfit  or  trial,  three  separate  fires  to  be  made.  Tbe 
latter  coDsumcd  away  very  swift,  in  a  blase,  lasted  but 
^Htveen  two  and  three  hours  (from  the  time  the  fire 
«M  full  lighted)  leafing  little  or  no  cinders,  but  all 


Tbe  Whitdiaven  coal  lasted  between  four  and  five 
Kmt\  and  left  a  small  heap  of  cinders,  with  some 
>i«trt.  end  I  find  it  to  abound  with  slates,  and  very 
•'ay  coai«  that  flies  and  crackles  in  the  fire.  Tbe 
Klieooy  fire  held  good  and  clear  above  nine  hours, 
«itb  a  great  beat.  Afterwards  my  fire-maker  washed  the 
ritiden  thereof,  and  made  as  good  a  fire  as  before,  and 
O)  cooHnued  the  same,  which  convinced  me  of  tiie  ex- 
tnceditiary  goodncn  of  this  coal,  preferable  to  all  the 
coals  that  I  ever  saw,  for  tercral  uses  the  most  bene- 


ficial coal  tiiat  I  ever  yet  read  or  heard  of  in  these 
kmgdoms  or  in  all  Europe. 

Is  it  not  very  surprising  f  or  can  any  sensible  man 
say  that  we  are  in  our  senses,  to  encourage  and  send 
abroad  for  coals  when  we  have  so  good  a  coal  of  our 
own  at  home,  far  better  than  the  coal  which  we  pay  so 
much  ready  money  for,  and  so  little  to  share  in  the 
kingdom.  Now  I  may  venture  to  say  and  affirm  it  to 
be  the  very  best  coal  in  the  world. 

I^ook  at  your  prisons,  behold  the  vast  number  of 
poor  debtors,  and  with  pity  look  upon  the  poor  starv- 
mg  in  your  streets,  white  the  rich  and  estated  men  live 
in  pomp  and  innate  folly  and  prodigality  abroad, 
draming  tints  poor  country  of  their  wealth. 

And  when  many  poor  farmers  and  other  manufac- 
turers, for  want  of  due  encouragement,  are  running 
away  and  transporting  themselves  to  the  plantations 
abroad ;  see  tiie  oeoay  of  trade  in  general,  and  all  other 
the  misfortunes  that  surround  you,  tiiat  which  was 
formerly  called  the  island  of  Sunts,  the  plentiful  is- 
limd,  so  swarmed  with  the  poorer  sort  that  it  is  now 
almost  an  island  of  beggars. 

The  curious,  upon  inquiry,  may  have  a  full  account 
of  tiiese  coals  by  the  masters  and  owners  of  ships  al 
Aston's  Quay,  Dublin. 

Some  papers  have  been  brought  here,  as  proposals, 
in  rdation  to  some  new  discoveries  of  more  coal  mines, 
and  the  more  die  better,  but  at  first  sight  diey  seem 
to  savour  too  much  of  self-interest. 

Till  theae  projectors  bring  specimens,  and  to  such  a 
bearing  as  the  Whitehaven,  and  till  there  be  a  security 
for  the  ships,  where  the  proposalists  call  for  10,000/L, 
though,  as  I  am  informed,  with  a  great  uncertainty  of 
performance,  and  another  call  by  way  of  subscription 
for  above  20,000/.  But  where  and  how  the  money 
wiU  be  raised  here,  and  upon  what  security,  will  be 
another  question. 

I  must  be  so  free  with  those  gentiemen  projectors, 
that  at  this  time  a  much  leas  sum  than  either  would 
be  better  laid  out  for  the  relief  of  the  poor;  and  since 
I  can  have  no  other  view  (no  manner  of  interest  thero) 
than  serving  the  public,  entiUed,  without  any  apology, 
to  a  much  greater  freedom  in  this  city,  than  poor  pro* 
jectors  begging  subscriptions  to  carry  on  their  own 
works,  in  3ie  manner  imd  way  they  have  heretofore 
propoMd. 

That  it  is  most  natural  to  begin  with  the  coals  you 
have  nearest  at  hand,  lying  in  your  own  province,  and 
so  far  preferable,  that  no  other  coal  hero  can  sink  the 
established  credit  of  die  Whitehaven;  and  the  first 
point  that  ought  to  be  cleared  up,  besides  the  advan- 
tage in  bringing  them  up,  both  by  land  and  by  sea,  in 
great  quantities  to  Dublin.     And  if  the  Irish  coal  be 
rated  nom  14f.  to  17s.  per  ton,  and  Whitehaven  from 
17s.  to  20s.,  and  tbe  Kilkeimy  coal,  which  is  three 
times  a  mora  lasting  and  better  coal,  and  may  serve 
for  an  alloy  to  the  former,  can  be  brought  at  a  less 
price  by  water^arriage,  as  before  mentioned,  and  as 
oy  some  persons  that  inade  trial  and  freighted  ships 
from  thence  at  their  own  expense  have  found  out,  why 
we  should  not  choose  the  latter  seems  very  strange. 
And  further,  that  there  are  several  other  coal  mines 
latelv  discovered  there,  and  those  collieries  daily  im- 

roving,  that  will  answer  all  purposes ;  and  I  am  sure 
can  depend  upon  the  credit  of  so  many  worthy  gen- 
tlnnen  tnat  make  a  report  thereof,  and  which  in  a 
proper  time  and  place  you  will  hear  further  of. 

Excuse  haste.  I  am,  with  great  affection  as  well  aa 
freedom,  yotir  most  humble,  &c.  M.  B. 

N.B.  This  letter  (for  the  benefit  of  the  curious)  Is 
to  be  sold  by  Christopher  Dixon,  printer,  at  the  post- 
ofllce,  Dublin.  Printed  alone,  fbr  die  conveniency  of 
sending  them  to  the  country. 


no 


LBTTBRS  TO  THE  PUBUSHER,  BTC. 


To  tht  Publitker  of  the  Dublin  fVeekltf  Journal. 

Sib, — ^Wb  bad  10016  time  ago  in  your  Weekly  Joor^ 
nal  two  letten  about  tbe  coalf  for  the  use  of  this  city, 
the  inserting  this  third  letter,  as  relates  to  the  former, 
will  be  a  satisfaction  to  your  correspondents  and 
oblige  every  one  that  is  a  well  wisher  to  nis  country. 
We  are,  your  constant  readezs,  and  subscribe, 

A.  B.  C.  D.,  &C. 

A  ^ird  letter,  in  answer  \o  a  worthy  member  of  par- 
liament, and  in  behalf  of  many  thousand  poor  in- 
habitants of  this  city,  concerning  the  extravagant 
rates  of  coals,  &c. 

Sib,  Dublia.  October  as.  17M. 

YouB  iriendi  bemg  abroad,  I  read,  as  you  desired,  tbe 
whole  budget  of  papers  you  sent  about  the  coals. 

Proposals,  animadversious,  with  queries,  and  other 
remarks,  with  some  ridiculous  advertisements  in  habit 
and  diess  more  suitable  to  coal-porters  than  gentlemen 
of  liberal  arts  and  education.  I  do  not  know  whoie 
hand  the  glove  fits — ^but  it  is  not  word)  the  taking  up. 
It  seems  to  be  somebody  full  of  scorbutic  humour,  and 
who  wants  Dr.  Hinton  s  receipt. 

Upon  your  request,  I  inquired  into  this  affair  of 
coals ;  and  to  strengthen  and  preserve  the  poor,  weak, 
disordered  habit  and  constitution  of  body,  that  this 
city  labours  under,  with  a  complication  of  distempers^ 
requires  some  remedies,  without  jarring  at  one  another. 

One  great  disorder  and  complamt  about  coals 
^which  tibe  drapier  most  justly  obaerves)  is,  that  there 
was  a  considerable  sum  of  money  advanced  for  the 
encouragement  of  Irish  coals,  for  laying  in,  namely,  a 
sufficient  stock  of  our  own  coals  to  lower  the  extrava- 
gant rates  of  the  Whitehaven  coal. 

When  the  city  was  starving  all  the  last  winter  for 
want  of  coals,  there  was  not  one  barrel  of  this  Irish 
coal  to  be  had  at  any  rate,  and  for  want  of  that  stock 
the  Whitehaven  colliers  imposed  upon  us  what  rates 
they  pleased. 

He  also  tried  the  natnre  and  quality  of  the  several 
sorts  of  coals,  and  sent  for  one  hundred  of  Kilkenny 
coal,  which  cost  a  shilling,  and  weighed  one  quarter  of 
an  hundred  d  that  coal,  one  quarter  of  the  White- 
haven, and  a  quarter  of  an  hundred  of  the  Irish  coal, 
and  so  ordered,  for  an  experiment  or  trial,  three  several 
6res  to  be  made.  The  latter  consumed  away  very 
swift  in  a  blase,  lasted  between  two  and  three  hours 
(from  the  time  that  the  fire  was  full  lighted),  leaving 
little  or  no  cinders,  but  all  ashes. 

The  Whitehaven  coal  lasted  between  four  and  five 
hours,  and  left  a  small  heap  of  cindeis ;  and  find  it  to 
abound  with  slates,  a  very  slaty  coal,  that  flies  and 
crackles  in  the  fire.  The  Kilkenny  fire  held  good  and 
clear  above  nine  hours,  with  an  exceeding  great  heat; 
afterwards  the  fire-maker  washed  the  cinders  thereof,  a 
great  quantity,  and  made  as  good  a  fire  as  before,  and 
so  continued  the  same.  It  is  the  most  beneficial  coal 
ever  yet  heard  of  in  these  kingdoms ;  a  coal  that  has 
no  waste  in  it,  and  one  ton  tiiereof  will  outlast  two  of 
the  Whitehaven.  In  the  Irish  history,  province  of 
Leinster,  county  of  Kilkenny,  this  coal  is  particularly 
mentioned.  It  supplies  great  part  of  Leinster  and 
Munster ;  there  is  a  very  large  description  of  the  quali- 
ties and  goodness  of  this  coal  for  many  uses  too  tcwiious 
here  to  insert,  and  far  exceeding  any  other  ooal  for  the 
common  use  and  lasting  fire. 

Whatever  new  discoveries  there  are  of  more  ooal 
mines,  (as  I  am  informed  of  one  in  the  county  of 
M eath,)  the  more  the  better ;  and  let  all  the  encourage- 
ment that  can  be  given  for  finding  out  the  same. 

We  ought  first  to  begin  witii  the  coals  we  have 
found  to  be  so  good,  that  we  have  so  near  at  hand, 


lying  in  our  own  province ;  so  far  preferable,  that  no 
other  coal  as  yet  fouud  here  can  sink  the  establishfd 
credit  of  the  Whitehaven,  for  lasting,  except  the  Kil- 
kenny coal. 

And  I  can  find  no  manner  of  objection  but  wiuit  tj 
all  fully  answered  in  tbe  Drapieb^s  postscript  aiid 
letter  which  you  received  in  May  last. 

There  is  one  of  diese  gentlemen  (mentioned  in  joar 
letter)  has  fhuikly  confessed,  that  the  Kilkenny  cuah 
are  preferable  for  kitchen  uses ;  and  if  what  we  gme 
rally  called  Kilkenny  coals  could  be  brought  up  in 
quantities  sufficient  to  supply  this  city,  yet  they  would 
not  answer  all  uses,  so  m  consequence  other  sorts  of 
coals  will  be  sought  after. 

But  I  think  the  coab  for  kitchen  use,  as  he  calb  it, 
is  the  chief  and  most  use  in  the  city ;  and  pray  if  it  bf 
a  better  coal  for  the  kitchen,  (which  is  the  greatest 
article  in  firing,)  is  it  not  good  enough  for  the  parlourl 

If  he  wants  an  extraordinary  swift  fire  for  my  Isdyi 
dressing-room  he  may  get  fa^ts,  and  abundance  of 
tallies  when  he  wants  faggots. 

I  have  often  wondered  why  the  same  sort  of  tea  in 
the  county  of  Kilkenny  has  a  sweeter  flavour  and 
drinks  better  there  than  the  Dublin ;  and  I  fiod  ibe 
cause  proceeds  fre<|uently  from  flie  smoke  of  the  cosli 
here,  notwithstanding  all  the  care  that  can  be  taken, 
leaves  some  tincture  in  the  water  and  spoils  the  tstie 
of  the  tea. 

By  the  two  different  fires  you  wOl  find  a  great  dif- 
ference in  your  tea.  Some  will  have  it  to  be  the  dif* 
ference  in  the  water ;  but  I  assure  you  upon  trial  yoo 
will  find  it  to  be  in  the  fire  and  smoke.  There  is  a  great 
deal  in  the  quality  and  nature  of  the  coal,  thoie  fim 
particles  that  set  the  water  in  a  ferment;  the  moiv 
easily  discerned  before  it  is  infused  and  sweetened 

It  is  not  upon  account  of  recommending  this  4el^ 
bought  East  India  commodity,  nor  the  modish  cottom 
of  drinking  tea ;  nor  on  the  other  hand,  am  I  for  di^ 
obliging  the  fair  sex  in  so  small  a  trifle  as  tea-equipi^ 
and  china-ware ;  but  rather  to  prevent  the  many  dit- 
appointments  they  meet  with  in  their  entertainroenti 
occasioned  by  the  base  stinking  smoky  coals  usedhert 

And  I  must  further  remark,  as  to  the  Kilkeiioy  fii^i 
that  notwithstanding  all  the  variety,  French,  Eogliili, 
and  all  sorts  of  cooks  in  Dublin,  their  entertainmenti 
in  Kilkenny  are  more  palatable,  pleasing  to  tbe 
taste,  their  meat  relishes,  and  much  better  dresed 
there  than  here,  and  sometimes  by  the  same  hand,  so 
that  it  is  altogether  owing  to  their  aweet  clear  sfld 
lasting  good  fire. 

I  have  heard  the  master  cooks  own  all  thtt  to  he 
matter  of  fact,  and  so  often  recruiting  and  meodii'g 
the  fire,  condemn  the  sea-coal  for  dressing  meat  po 
account  of  the  smoke.  So  plain  a  demonstration  may 
be  very  easily  tried  for  our  own  satisfaction. 

The  Ballycastle  or  Irish  coal,  (so  called  for  distinc- 
tion from  die  Kilkenny,)  a  small  quantity  therei*^ 
mixed  with  the  Kilkenny  coal,  has  been  tried,  and 
makes  a  brisk  clear  and  ready  fire,  and  answers  butb 
purposes ;  and  therefore  due  encouragement  ought  to  be 
given  to  bodu 

In  every  half  barrel  of  coals  you  have  the  one>balf 
of  it  slack,  and  that  slack  of  little  use.  In  tbe  Kil- 
kenny, you  have  all  coal  and  no  slack.  But  I  an> 
told  by  those  who  liave  tried  it,  and  it  is  very  natnrsli 
that  the  slack,  wet,  and  thrown  upon  the  Kilkeuu) 
fire  by  suppression,  causes  a  much  greater  heat  then 
before,  ana  very  useful  to  both. 

The  methods  proposed  for  bringing  the  Kilkenny 
coal  by  water  are  much  dieaper  than  by  land -carriage 
and  in  both  they  lava  the  advantage  of  any  otiiei 
colliery. 

The  method  is  by  importing  the  same  yourselves, 
which  may  be  had  at  very  easy  freight. 


SUBSTANCE  OF  A  SPESCH  TO  THE  LORD  MAYOR,  ETC.,  OF  DUBUN.  Ill 

formed,  they  had  long  intended  him.  That  it  waa 
tniei  this  honour  was  mingled  with  a  little  mortifica- 
tion by  the  delay  which  attended  it,  but  which,  how- 
ever, he  did  not  impnta  to  hie  lorddiip  or  the  city ;  and 
that  the  mortification  was  the  lets,  because  he  would 
willingly  hope  the  delay  was  founded  on  a  mistake;-^ 
for  which  opmioa  he  would  tell  his  reason." 

He  said,  **  It  was  well  known  that  some  time  ago 
a  person*  with  a  title  was  pleased  in  two  great  assem- 
blies to  rattle  bitterly  sometwdy  without  a  name,  under 
the  injurious  appellations  of  a  Tory,  a  jaoobite,  an 
enemy  to  king  George,  and  a  libdler  of  the  govern- 
ment ;  which  character,""  the  dean  said,  **  many  people 
thought  was  applied  to  him.  But  he  was  unwilling 
to  he  of  that  opinion,  because  the  person  who  bad  de- 
livered those  abusive  words  had  for  several  yeais 
caressed,  and  courted,  and  solicited  his  friendship  more 
than  any  man  in  tilhet  kingdom  had  ever  done, — by 
inviting  him  to  his  house  in  town  and  country, — ^by 
coming  to  the  deanery  often,  and  calling  or  sending 
almost  every  day  when  the  dean  was  sick, — with  many 
other  particulars  of  the  same  nature,  which  continued 
even  to  a  day  or  two  of  the  time  when  the  said  person 
made  those  invectives  in  the  council  and  house  of  lords. 
Therefore  that  the  dean  would  by  no  means  think  those 
scurrilous  words  could  be  intended  against  him ;  be- 
cause such  a  proceeding  would  overthrow  all  the  prin- 
ciples of  honour,  justice,  religion,  truth,  and  even 
common  humanity.  Therefore  the  dean  will  endeavour 
to  believe  that  the  said  person  had  some  other  object 
in  his  thoughts,  and  it  was  only  the  uncharitable  custom 
of  the  world  that  applied  this  character  to  him.  How- 
ever diat  he  would  insist  on  this  argument  no  longer. 
But  one  thing  be  would  affirm  and  declare,  without 
assigning  any  name,  or  making  any  exception,  that 
whoever  either  did,  or  does,  or  iuXL  hereafter,  at  any 
time,  charge  him  with  the  character  of  a  Jacobite,  an 
enemy  to  king  George,  or  a  libeller  of  the  government, 
the  said  accusation  was,  is,  and  will  be  false,  mali- 
cious, slanderous,  and  altogether  ffroundless.  And  he 
would  take  the  freedom  to  toll  his  lordship,  and  the 
rest  that  stood  by,  that  he  had  done  more  service  to  the 
Hanover  title,  and  more  disservice  to  the  pretender's 
cause,  than  40,000  of  those  noisy,  railing,  malicious, 
empty  tealots,  to  whom  nature  bias  denied  any  talent 
that  could  be  of  use  to  God  or  their  country,  and  left 
them  only  the  gift  of  reviling,  and  spitting  their  venom 
against  dll  who  difier  from  them  in  their  destructive 
principles,  both  in  church  and  state.  That  he  con- 
fessed it  was  sometimes  his  misfortune  to  dislike  some 
things  in  public  proceedings  in  both  kingdoms,  wherein 
he  had  often  me  honour  to  agree  with  wise  and 
good  men ;  but  this  did  by  no  means  affect  either  his 
lojralty  to  his  prince  or  love  to  his  country.  But  on 
the  contrary  he  protested  that  such  dulikes  never  arose 
in  him  from  any  other  principles  than  the  duty  be  owed 
to  the  king,  and  his  affection  to  the  kingdom.  That 
he  had  been  acquainted  with  courts  and  ministers  long 
enough,  and  knew  too  well  that  the  best  ministers 
might  mistake  in  points  of  great  importance ;  and  that 
he  had  the  honour  to  know  many  more  able,  and  at 
least  full  as  honest,  as  any  can  be  at  present." 

The  dean  furtiier  said,  **  That  since  he  had  been  so 
falsely  represented  he  thought  it  became  him  to  give 
some  account  of  himself  for  above  20  years,  if  it  wera 
only  to  justify  his  lordship  and  the  city  for  the  honour 
they  were  going  to  do  him.**  He  related  briefly  how, 
"  merely  by  his  own  personal  credit,  without  other 
assistance,  and  in  two  joumeyi  at  his  expense,  he  had 
procured  a  grant  of  the  first-ftnits  to  the  deigr  in  the 
late  queen's  time,  for  which  he  thought  he  deserved 


Tie  cQsb,  great  quantities  dug  up,  and  the  oonve- 
oieioM  for  bringing  them  are  all  fixed  ready  for 
nibtrkstioD;  ships  and  seamen  here  in  your  own  port 
m  Ijiof  idle^  for  want  of  freight ;  and  this  short  trip 
»  a  Tojsgt  so  easy,  and  secure  with  harbours,  in 
vintertime,  that  the  seafaring  men  would  very  wil- 
lintjljembnee  any  oftr  to  bring  tiie  coals  in  here. 

Baidei.  eomider  the  great  difference  in  iVeigbting 
TOOT  ovu  ihipi,  bringing  yourselves  your  own  provision 
to  ripply  jour  own  market. 

Tbe  Kilkennj  coals  diat  have  been  here  imported,  I 
vai  tt  enrioos  to  inquire^  and  I  find  they  have  been  sold 

00  .UtoDs  Quay  here  in  Dublin  at  lOrf.,  \\d.,  and 
lU  an  cwt,  the  highest  price  then  given. 

Aod  opon  your  own  importation,  &e  price  of  all 
loiti  of  cods  and  other  firing  will  be  much  lessened  here, 
vitfaoQt  any  hnposition  or  exaction  from  die  master 
uA  ovum,  fnm  engrossen,  forestallers,  or  any  other 
intmHed  poions  wlutsoever.  It  will  be  a  singular 
fntl  Knice  and  relief  to  your  city ;  and  save  you  half 
ia  die  c^aije  of  your  firing,  and  another  much  greater 
article  in  ariog  die  money  within  yourselves. 

Bst  vliae  there  is  such  a  jargon  and  disagreement, 

00  hannoDy  nor  eoocord  among  one  another,  in  such  a 
onofttsion  ertn  our  neighbours  make  a  spoil  of  us,  and 
n  hseonw  a  ridicule  to  other  nations. 

The  Whitehaven  coUiers  are  continually  exhausting 
four  tzesnne. 

IV  ea//has  nodiing  to  lick  but  chalk, 
11»  budMr's  eotttioosHy  blaadlng  it, 
Aad  Ifaify  Mlm  the  feast. 

1  ihall  briefly  conclude  this  answer  with  what  I  par- 
ticularly took  notice  of  in  die  public,—- the  true  notion 
nd  bwvlcdge  our  neighbours  have  of  this  coal  in  the 
U^  prints:  St  James's  Evening  Post,  August  18, 

"Tkst  several  persons  have  undertaken  to  bring 
Kilkony  (ooal)  to  Dublin  by  water,  for  public  con- 
"A|^  thoc,  which  will  in  some  measure  lessen  the 
nu  eairisd  oat  of  that  kingdom  for  coals  if  it  proves 
WMSirfal" 

l^nstl  nkt  to  your  own  judgment,  and  every 
n>^  ts  his  own  interest ;  it  is  plain  matter  of  fact, 
»»ljwt|wofc. 

AU  these  schemes  may  be  commendable,  and  when 
^^  a  00  sslf-interest  but  public  good,  may  be 
^'^t  to  perfection,  and  a  benefit  to  have  both 
tb«  Cilkony  snd  Irish  coals  brought  up  here  for  your 
^UtT;  but  the  Utter  will  be  a  work  of  time. 

At  nwot  ve  are  in  want  of  a  stock,  in  great  want 
t^ooili,  ai  «e  wen  last  year,  and  no  prices  regulated. 

1  an  in  gre^  hopes  the  ladies,  for  me  reasons  afore- 
*^i<«td,  will  join  in  verdict,  give  their  negative  to 
^  VHiitehavea  coals  ew  formerly,  no  Woods,  nor  no 
*^'^it«fasTaL 

1  SOI,  iadoty  and  good  manners,  bound  to  give  yon 
^  tniwer  to  this  letter,  and  submit  the  same  to  your 
lUMMiintioa. 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  humble,  &c« 

THE  SUBSTANCE 

OF  WHAT  WAS  SAID  BY 

THE  DEAN  OF  ST.  PATRICK'S 

^  TBI  LOID  MATOK   AllD  SOMS  OF  THI  AUIKBUKN  OF 
KSim,  WBtK    HIS  LOIDSHIP  CAME  TO  PKBiBNT   THE 
Ul&  OBAH  with  his  FBBBOOM  in  a  OOLO  box,  ABOUT 
TUB  YBAB  1736. 


^«rx  his  lordship  had  said  a  few  words,  and  pre- 
^p^  tb«  instroment,  die  dean  gently  put  it  back  and 
Urwi  flm  to  be  heard.  He  said,  •<  He  was  much 
r4hjcd  to  his  loidship  and  the  city  for  the  honour 
^7  vcn  going  to  do  aim,  and  which,  as  he  was  in- 


*  The  penoD  here  intimated.  Joahaa  loid  AUea  (whom 
Swift  elsewhere  satiriiaa  ander  the  aaaw  of  TraiUos),  was  bora 
ia  1689. 


ua 


VINDICATION  OF  IX)RD  CARTERET. 


iome  gentle  treatment  from  hu  brediren.  That  daring 
all  the  administration  of  the  said  ministry  he  bad 
been  a  constant  advocate  for  those  who  are  called  the 
WhigS| — ^had  kept  many  of  them  in  their  employments 
both  in  England  and  here, — and  some  who  were  afler* 
wards  the  first  to  lifl  up  their  heels  against  him."*  He 
reflected  a  little  upon  the  severe  treatment  he  had  met 
wiUi  upon  his  return  to  Ireland  after  her  majesty's 
death,  and  for  some  years  after.  **  Thai  being  forced 
to  live  retired,  he  could  think  of  no  better  way  to  do 
public  service  than  by  employing  all  the  little  money 
oe  could  save,  and  lending  it  without  interest  in  small 
sums  to  poor  industrious  tradesmen,  without  examin* 
ing  their  party  or  their  faith.  And  God  had  so  far 
pleased  to  bless  his  endeavdun,  that 'his  managers  tell 
nim  he  has  recovered  above  300  families  in  this  city 
from  ruin,  and  placed  most  of  them  in  a  comfortable 
way  of  life." 

The  dean  related,  how  much  he  had  suffered  in  his 
purse,  and  with  what  hazard  to  his  liberty,  by  a  most 
iniquitous  judge;  who  to  gratify  his  ambition  and 
rage  of  party  had  condemned  an  innocent  book,  writ* 
ten  with  no  worse  a  dengn  than  to  persuade  the  peo- 
ple of  this  kingdom  to  wear  flieir  own  manulactutes. 
How  the  said  jadge  had  endeavoured  to  get  a  jury  to 
his  mind;  but  they  proved  so  honest,  that  he  was 
forced  to  keep  thedf  eleven  hoars,  and  send  them  back 
nine  times ;  nntil,  at  last,  they  were  compelled  to  leave 
the  printer  to  tiie  mercy  of  the  court,  and  the  Dean 
was  forced  to  procure  a  ndU  prtmqui  from  a  noble  per- 
son, then  secretary  of  state,  who  had  been  his  old 
friend. 

llie  dean  then  freely  confessed  himself  to  be  the 
author  of  those  books  called  "  The  Diapier's  Letters ;" 
and  spoke  gently  of  the  prookmation,  offering  thiee 
hundrod  pounds  to  discover  the  writer.  He  said, 
'*  That  alttumgh  a  certain  person  was  pleased  to  men- 
tion those  books  in  a  slight  manner  at  a  pablie  assem- 
bly, yet  he  (the  dean)  had  learned  to  believe,  that  there 
were  ten  thousand  to  one  in  the  kingdom  who  differed 
from  that  person ;  and  the  people  of  England,  who  bad 
ever  heard  of  the  matter,  as  well  as  in  France,  were  all 
of  the  same  opinion." 

Tlie  dean  mentioned  several  other  particulars,  some 
of  which  those  from  whom  I  had  the  account  could 
not  recolleci,  and  others,  although  of  great  conse- 
quence, periiaps  his  enemies  would  not  allow  him. 

The  dean  concluded,  with  acknowledging  to  have 
expressed  his  wishes,  that  an  inscription  might  have 
been  graven  on  the  fcox,  showing  some  reason  why  the 
city  thooght  fit  to  do  him  that  honour,  which  was  much 
out  of  the  oonunon  foims  to  a  person  in  a  private  sta- 
tion ;•— those  distinctions  being  usually  made  only  to 
chief  governors,  or  persons  in  very  high  employments. 


ADVERTISEMENT  BY  DR.  SWIFT, 

IN  HIS  DEFENCE  AGAINST  JOSHUA  LORD  ALLEN. 


PclMiMry  16  1720 
<•'  Whsbeas  Dr.  Jonathan  Swift,  dean  of  St  Pa- 
trick's,  Dublin,  hath  been  credibly  informed,  that  on 
Friday  the  13th  of  this  instant  February  a  certain  per- 
son did,  in  a  public  place  and  in  the  hearing  of  a 
great  number,  apply  himself  to  the  right  honourable 
the  lord  mayor  of  this  city,  and  some  of  his  brethren, 
m  the  following  reproachful  manner:  «  My  lord,  you 
and  your  city  can  squander  away  the  public  money 
in  givmg  a  gold  box  to  a  iellow  who  has  libelled  the 
government.'*  or  words  to  that  effect 

«  Now,  if  the  said  words  or  words  to  the  like  effect 
were  intended  against  him  the  said  dean,  and  as  a  re- 
fleetioo  on  the  right  hon.  the  lord  mayor,  aldermen, 


and  commons,  ibr  the  decreeing  unanimously,  aiid  in 
full  assembly,  the  freedom  of  thu  city  to  the  said  dean, 
in  an  honourable  manner,  on  account  of  an  opiniou 
they  had  conceived  of  some  services  done  by  bim,  the 
said  dean  to  this  city,  and  to  the  kingdom  in  gemral, 
— ^the  said  dean  doth  declare,  that  the  said  word»,  or 
words  to  the  like  effect,  are  insolent,  false,  scandaloui. 
malicious,  and  in  a  particular  manner  perfidious; 
the  said  person,  who  is  reported  to  have  spoken  the 
said  or  the  like  words,  having,  fur  some  yean  patt 
and  even  within  some  frw  days,  professed  a  great 
ft-iendship  for  the  said  dean ;  and  what  is  hardly  ot- 
dible,  sending  a  common  friend  of  the  dean  and  him- 
self, not  many  hours  after  the  said  or  the  like  wordi 
had  been  spoken,  to  renew  his  profession  at  fricndihip 
to  the  said  dean,  but  concealing  the  oratory ;  mhtxm 
the  dean  had  no  account  tiU  the  following  day,  and 
then  told  it  to  all  his  friends." 

A  VINDICATION  OF 

HIS  EXCELLENCY  JOHN  LORD  CARTERET 

FBOtf  THB  CHAltOB  OF   PATOURINO  NONE  BUT  TOBIES 
HIOH-CHUBCHMBN,  AND  JACOBITES,  1730. 


LoTd  Onteret.  -who  beaded  a  party  against  the  inflomee  of  Wii- 
pole.  lieM  the  sifeaatloa  of  kwd-lieutenaat  in  IraUnd,  osdR 
yery  precarioua  ciicnnutaaeea- 

In  order  to  treat  this  imnortant  subject  with  the  great- 
est fairness  and  impartiality,  perhaps  it  may  be  coBTe* 
nient  to  give  some  account  of  hisezoellency ;  in  vImm 
life  and  character  there  an  certain  particulais  wbich 
might  give  a  very  just  suspicion  of  some  truth  ia  the 
accusi^tion  he  lies  under. 

He  is  descended  from  two  noUe,  ancient,  and  moit 
loyal  families^  tho  Carterets  and  the  Gnnvilles ;  too 
much  distinguished,  I  confess,  for  what  tliey  acted  aD<l 
what  they  suffered,  in  defending  the  former  conatitu' 
tion  in  church  and  state,  under  king  Charles  the 
martyr  :  I  mean  that  very  prince,  on  account  of  whoie 
martyrdom  a  form  of  pvayer,  with  fiutin^,  was  cnjoiiK^ 
by  act  of  parliament  to  be  used  on  the  30th  daj  of 
January  every  year,  to  implore  the  mercies  of  God 
that  the  ^uilt  of  that  sacred  and  innocent  blood  migbt 
not  be  visited  on  us  or  our  posterity  ;  as  we  may  rm 
at  large  in  our  common  prayer  books ;  which  dayhtf 
been  solemnly  kept,  even  within  the  memory  of  manf 
men  now  alive. 

His  excellency,  the  present  lord,  was  educated  id  Ui' 
university  of  Oxford,  [in  Christ-Church  college;] 
from  whence,  with  a  singularity  scarce  to  be  justiied, 
he  carried  away  more  Greek,  I^tin,  and  PhUosophT. 
than  properly  became  a  person  of  his  rank;  indeed 
much  more  of  each  than  most  of  those  who  are  fortfd 
to  live  by  their  learning,  will  be  at  the  unnecessary 
pains  to  load  their  heads  with. 

This  was  the  rock  he  split  on,  upon  his  first  appear' 
ance  in  the  world  and  having  just  got  cleai  of  bis 
guardians.  For  as  soon  as  he  came  to  town  some  biii)« 
ops  and  clergymen,  and  oUier  persons  most  emineiii 
for  learning  and  parts,  got  him  among  them ;  iK>ni 
whom,  although  he  was  fortunately  dragged  by  a  bdr 
and  the  court,  yet  he  could  never  wipe  off  the  stauu 
nor  wash  out  the  tincture  at  his  university  acquirements 
and  dispositions. 

To  this  another  misfortune  was  added,  that  it  pleased 
God  to  endow  him  with  great  natural  talents,  memory, 
judgment,  comprehension,  eloquence,  and  wit ;  and  to 
finish  the  work,  all  these  were  forti6ed,  even  in  kii 
youth,  with  the  advantages  received  by  such  employ- 
ments as  are  best  fitted  both  to  exercise  and  polish  tbe 
gifts  of  nature  and  eduoation,>— having  been  amba«- 
sador  in  sevenl  courts,  when  his  age  would  hardlj 
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lUov  bim  to  (ike  a  degne ;  and  made  principol  secietary 
of  itite  «t  a  period  when,  according  to  custom,  he 
oo^t  to  have  been  husied  in  losing  bia  money  at  a 
cbooolite-hoqie,  or  in  other  amiuementi  equally  laud- 
tUe  •ad  epidemic  among  peraons  of  honour. 

I  cADoot  omit  another  weak  tide  in  hia  excellency. 
F«  it  u  known  and  can  be  proved  upon  him,  that 
Gmktad  latin  hooka  might  be  founa  every  day  in 
htf  dicMfif-foom,  if  it  were  carefully  searched ;  and 
tbcre ']»  Kuoo  to  suspect  that  some  of  the  said  books 
bsve  bam  |rirately  conveyed  to  him  by  Tory  hands. 
I UB  likewise  asMiied  that  he  has  been  taken  in  the 
fwf  Ua  of  reading  the  said  books,  even  in  the  midst 
oft  mkn,  to  the  great  neglect  of  public  affairs. 

I  own  there  may  be  some  grounds  for  this  charge, 
bNuie  I  have  it  from  vood  hands  that  when  his 
cxecUcoey  is  at  dinner  with  one  or  two  scholan  at  his 
elbrai,  be  grows  a  most  insupportable  and  uniutel- 
lifibU  comnsnioD  to  all  the  fine  gentlemen  round  the 
ttblc. 

I  eaooot  deny  that  his  excellency  lies  under  another 
Toy  yrest  disadvantage ;  for  with  all  the  accomplish- 
wnti  abore  mentioDed,  adding  that  of  a  most  comely 
Hid  fttceful  person,  and  during  the  prime  0(  youth, 
■pirite,  and  vigour,  he  has  in  a  roost  unexemplaxy 
"tuner  led  a  regular  domestic  life;  discovers  a  great 
f^tem  ind  friendship  and  love  for  his  lady,  as  well 
utnie affection  for  his  children;  and  when  he  is  dis- 
potd  to  admit  an  entertaining  evening  companion,  he 
^  not  always  enough  reflect  whether  the  person  may 
Ro^iblj  in  fivmer  days  have  lain  under  the  imputation 
«fs  Tory;  nor  at  such  times  do  the  natural  oraffected 
^of  popery  and  the  pretender  make  any  part  of  the 
^"fvenation;  I  peetume  because  neither  Homer,  Plato, 
^fiAidc,  nor  Cicero,  have  made  any  mention  of  them. 
"nMse  I  freely  acknowledge  to  be  his  excellency*s 
^I'Qgs;  yet  I  think  it  is  agreed  by  philoeophers  and 
dirma,  that  some  allowance  ought  to  be  given  to  hu- 
nao  inlbmity  and  to  the  prejudices  of  a  wrong  edu- 
oiion. 

I  sm  vdl  aware  how  much  my  sentiments  differ 
"^  the  orthodox  opinions  of  one  or  two  principal  pa* 
tnoii,  at  the  head  of  whom  I  name  with  honour  Pis- 
^^;  r«  these  have  decided  the  matter  directly 
^'^^  ^  by  declaring  that  no  person  who  was  ever 
'"^  to  lie  under  the  suspicion  of  one  single  Tory 
pnvipie,  or  who  had  been  once  seen  at  a  great  man's 
■^  10  the  worst  ai  times,  should  be  allowed  to  come 
vitbio  the  verge  of  the  castle;  much  less  to  bow  in 
«e  aatfdiafflber,  appear  at  the  assemblies,  or  dance  at 
i  birthnigfat  However,  I  dare  assert  that  this  maxim 
^  been  often  controlled ;  and  that  on  the  contrary  a 
^n»daable  number  of  early  penitents  have  been  re- 
ttired  into  grace  who  are  now  an  ornament,  happiness, 
*w  wnport  to  the  nation. 

Nfttber  do  I  find  any  murmuring  on  some  other 
pMnti  of  greater  importance,  where  this  favourite  maxim 
■  not »  strictly  observed. 

To  instance  only  in  one.  I  have  not  heard  that  any 
cue  has  hitherto  been  taken  to  discover  whether  Ma- 
dane  Viulsntca  be  a  Whig  or  Tory  in  her  principles ; 
« «TCQ  that  she  haa  ever  been  offered  the  oaths  to  go- 
'<"Ma<nt ;  on  ^  contrary,  I  am  told  that  she  openly 
P^jJ^w  heaelf  to  be  a  highflyer ;  and  it  is  not  impro- 
^'^  by  her  outlandish  name,  she  may  also  be  a  pa- 
(«t  u  bcr  heart ;  yet  we  see  this  illustrious  and  dan- 
JJ'wis  female  opeidy  caressed  by  principal  persons  of 
"<^  parties,  who  contribute  to  support  her  in  a  splendid 
Qttaner,  without  the  least  apprehensions  from  a  grand 
H^T.  or  even  from  squire  Hartley  Hutcheson  himself, 
mttaealoos  prosecutor  of  hawkers  and  libels:  and 
u  Uobfacs  wisely  observes,  so  much  money  being  equi- 
raioit  to  so  much  power,  it  may  deserve  considering. 
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wifli  what  safety  such  an  instrument  of  power  ought 
to  be  trusted  in  the  hands  of  an  alien,  who  has  not 
given  any  legal  security  for  her  good  affection  to  the 
government. 

1  confess  there  is  one  evil  which  1  could  wish  our 
friends  would  think  proper  to  redress.  There  are  many 
Whigs  in  this  kingdom  of  the  old-fashioned  stamp,  of 
whom  we  might  make  very  good  use.  They  bear  the 
same  loyalty  with  us  to  the  Hanoverian  family,  in  the 
person  of  king  George  II. ;  the  same  abhorrence  of  the 
pretender,  with  the  consequences  of  popery  and  slavery ; 
and  the  same  indulgence  to  teuda  consciences :  but 
having  nothing  to  au  for  themselves,  and  therefore  the 
more  leisure  to  think  for  the  public,  they  are  often  apt 
to  entertain  fears  and  melancholy  prospects  concern- 
ing the  state  of  their  country,  the  decay  of  trade,  the 
want  of  money,  the  miserable  condition  of  the  people, 
with  other  topics  of  the  like  nature;  all  which  do 
equally  concern  both  Whig  and  Tory ;  who,  if  they 
have  anything  to  lose,  must  be  equally  sufferers.  Per^ 
haps  one  or  two  of  these  melancholy  gentlemen  will 
sometimes  venture  to  publish  their  thoughts  in  print : 
now,  1  can  by  no  means  approve  our  usual  custom  of 
cursing  and  railing  at  this  species  of  thinkers,  under 
the  names  of  Tories^  Jacobites,  papists,  libellers,  rebels, 
and  the  like. 

This  was  the  utter  ruin  of  that  poor  hungry,  bust- 
ling, well-meaning  mortal  Pistorides,  who  lies  equally 
under  the  contempt  of  both  parties ;  with  no  other  dif- 
ference than  a  mixture  of  pity  on  one  side  and  of  aver- 
sion on  the  other. 

How  has  he  been  pelted,  pestered,  and  pounded,  by 
one  single  wag,  who  promises  never  to  forsake  him 
living  or  dead! 

I  was  much  pleased  with  the  humour  of  a  surgeon 
in  this  town,  who  having  in  his  own  apprehension  re- 
ceived some  great  injustice  from  the  earl  of  Galway, 
and  despairing  of  revenge  as  well  as  relief,  declared  to 
all  his  friends  that  he  had  set  apart  one  hundred  gui- 
neas to  purchase  the  earVs  carcass  fivm  the  sexton, 
whenever  it  should  die,  to  make  a  skeleton  of  the  bones, 
stuff  the  hide,  and  show  them  for  threepence ;  and  thus 
get  vengeance  for  the  injuries  he  had  suffered  by  its 
owner. 

Of  the  like  spirit  too  often  is  that  implacahle  race  of 
wits,  against  whom  there  is  no  defence  but  innocence 
and  philosophy,  neither  of  which  is  likely  to  be  at 
hand ;  and,  therefore,  the  wounded  have  nowhere  to  fly 
for  a  cure  but  to  downright  stupidity,  a  crazed  head, 
or  a  profligate  contempt  of  guilt  and  shame. 

1  am  therefore  sorry  for  that  other  miserable  creature 
Traulus ;  lord  Allen,  who,  although  of  somewhat  a  dif- 
ferent necies,  yet  seems  very  far  to  outdo  even  the  ge- 
I  nius  of  Pistorides,  in  that  miscarrying  talent  of  railing, 
without  consistency  or  discretion,  against  the  most  in- 
nocent persons,  according  to  the  present  situation  of 
his  gall  and  spleen.  1  do  not  blame  an  honest  gentle- 
man for  the  bitterest  invectives  against  one  to  whom 
he  professes  the  greatest  friendship,  provided  he  acts  in 
the  dark  so  as  not  to  be  discovered  :  but  in  the  midst 
of  caresses,  visits,  and  invitations,  to  run  into  the  streets 
or  to  as  public  a  place,  and  without  the  least  pre- 
tended incitement  sputter  out  the  basest  and  falMst 
accusations,  then  to  wipe  his  mouth,  come  up  smiling 
to  his  friend,  shake  him  by  the  hand,  and  tell  him  in 
a  whisper  it  was  all  for  his  service.  This  proceeding,  I 
am  bold  to  think,  a  great  failure  in  prudence ;  and  I 
am  afraid  lest  such  a  practitioner  with  a  body  so  open, 
so  foul,  and  so  full  of  sores,  may  fall  under  the  resent- 
ment of  an  incensed  political  surgeon,  who  is  not  in 
much  renown  for  his  mercy  upon  great  provocations ; 
who  without  waiting  fur  his  death,  will  flay  and  dis- 
sect him  alive ;  and  to  the  view  of  mankind  lay  open 
all  the  disordered  cells  of  his  brain,  the  veuom  of  hia 
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tongue,  (he  corruption  of  hu  heart,  and  spots  and  fla*  i 
tuses  of  his  spleen  :  and  all  this  for  threepence.  [Poem 
of  Traulus.] 

In  such  a  case,  what  a  scene  would  he  laid  open ! 
and  to  drop  my  metaphor,  what  a  ehctfacter  of  our  mis- 
taken friend  might  an  angry  enemy  draw  and  expose ! 
particularising  that  unnatural  conjunction  of  vices  and 
follies,  so  inconsistent  with  each  other  in  the  same 
hreast :  furious  and  fowning,  scurrilous  and  flattering, 
cowardly  and  provoking,  insolent  and  abject;  most 
profligately  false,  with  the  strongest  professions  of  sin- 
cerity; positive  and  variable,  tyrannical  and  slavish. 

I  apprehend,  that  if 'all  this  ihould  be  set  out  to  the 
world  by  an  angry  Whig  of  the  old  stamp,  the  un- 
avoidable consequence  must  be,  a  confinement  of  our 
friend  for  some  months  more  to  his  garret ;  and  thereby 
depriving  the  public  for  so  long  a  time  and  in  so  im- 
portant a  juncture,  of  his  useiid  talents  in  their  service, 
while  he  is  fed  like  a  wild  beast  through  a  hole ;  but  I 
hope  with  a  special  regard  to  the  quantity  and  quality 
of  his  nourishment 

In  vain  would  his  excusers  endeavour  to  palliate  his 
enormities,  by  imputing  them  to  madness ;  because  it 
is  well  known  that  madness  only  operates  by  inflaming 
and  enlarging  the  good  or  evil  dispositions  of  the  mind. 
For  the  curators  of  Bedlam  assure  us  that  some  luna- 
tics are  persons  of  honour,  truth,  benevolence,  and 
many  other  virtues,  which  appear  in  their  highest  rav- 
ings, although  after  a  wild  incoherent  manner ;  while 
others,  on  the  contrary,  discover  in  every  word  and 
action  the  utmost  basoiess  and  depravity  of  human 
minds;  which  infallibly  they  possessed  in  the  same 
degree^  aldiough  perhaps  under  a  better  regulation, 
before  their  entrance  into  that  academy. 

But  it  may  be  objected,  that  there  is  an  argument  of 
much  force  to  exeuse  the  overflowings  of  ^t  seal 
which  our  friend  shows  or  means  for  our  cause.  And 
it  must  be  confessed  that  the  easy  and  smooth  fluency 
of  his  elocution,  bestowed  on  him  by  nature  and  cul- 
tivated by  continual  pmctice,  added  to  the  comeliness 
of  his  person,  the  harmony  of  his  voice,  the  graceful- 
ness of  his  manner,  and  me  decency  of  his  dress,  are 
temptations  too  strong  for  such  a  genius  to  resist,  upon 
any  public  occasion  of  making  them  appear  with  uni- 
venal  applause.  And  if  good  men  are  sometimes 
accused  of  loving  their  jest  better  than  their  friend, 
surely  to  gain  the  reputation  of  the  first  orator  in  the 
kingdom,  no  man  of  spirit  would  scruple  to  lose  all  fbe 
friends  he  had  in  die  world. 

It  is  usual  for  masters  to  make  their  boys  declaim 
on  both  sides  of  an  argument ;  and  as  some  kinds  of 
assemblies  are  called  tfa«  schools  of  politics,  I  confess 
nothing  can  better  improve  political  school-boys  than 
the  art  of  making  plausible  or  implausible  harangues 
against  the  very  opmion  for  which  they  resolve  to  de- 
termine. 

So  cardinal  Perron,  after  having  spoken  for  an  hour, 
to  the  admiration  of  all  his  hearers,  to  prove  the  exist- 
ence of  God,  told  some  of  his  intimates  that  he  could 
have  spoken  another  hour  and  much  better  to  prove 
the  contrary. 

I  have  placed  this  reasoning  in  the  strongest  light 
that  I  think  it  will  bear ;  and  have  nothing  to  answer, 
but  that,  allowing  it  as  much  weight  as  the  reader  shall 
please,  it  has  constantly  met  with  ill  success  in  the 
mouth  of  our  friend ;  but  whether  for  want  of  good 
luck  or  good  management  I  suspend  my  judgment 

To  return  from  Uiis  long  digression :  If  persons  in 
higher  stations  have  been  allowed  (o  choose  wenches 
without  regard  even  to  difi^erence  in  religion,  yet  never 
incurred  the  least  reflection  on  dieir  loyalty  or  their 
protestantism,  shall  the  chief  governor  of  a  great  king- 
dom be  censiired  for  choosing  a  companion  who  may 
formerly  have  been  suspected  for  differing  from  the 


orthodox  in  some  speculative  opinioni  of  penons  snd 
things,  which  cannot  affect  the  fundamental  principle! 
of  a  sound  Whig  f 

But  let  me  suppose'  a  very  posBible  case.  Here  ii  a 
person  sent  to  govern  Ireland,  whose  unfortunate  weak 
side  it  happens  to  be,  for  several  reasons  above  men- 
tioned, that  he  has  encouraged  the  attendance  of  one 
or  two  gentlemen  distinguished  for  their  taste,  their 
wit,  and  their  learning ;  who  have  taken  the  oatb  to 
his  Majesty,  and  pray  heartily  for  him ;  yet,  becaoK 
they  may  perhaps  be  stigmatised  as  quondam  Tories  by 
Pistorides  and  his  gang,  bis  excellency  must  be  forced 
to  banish  them,  under  the  pain  and  peril  of  displessiog 
the  sealoti  of  his  own  party ;  and  thereby  he  put  into 
a  Worse  condition  than  every  common  good  fellow,  who 
may  be  a  sincere  protestant  and  a  loyal  subject,  and 
yet  rather  choose  to  drink  fine  ale  at  the  Pope's  Hesd 
than  muddy  at  the  King's. 

Let  me  then  return  to  my  suppositions.  It  is  <»• 
tain  the  high-flown  loyalists,  in  the  present  sense  of  the 
word,  have  their  thoughts,  and  studies,  and  tongues,  ao 
entirely  diverted  by  political  schemes  that  the  seal  of 
their  principles  has  eaten  up  their  undeistaodiDgi; 
neither  have  they  time  from  their  employments,  their 
hopes,  and  their  hourly  labours,  for  acquiring  new  addi* 
tions  of  merit,  to  amuse  themselves  with  philological 
converse  or  speculations,  which  are  utterly  ruiooui  to 
all  schemes  of  rising  in  the  world.  What  then  miut 
a  great  man  do,  whose  ill  stars  have  fatally  perrerted 
him  to  a  love,  and  taste,  and  possession  of  literature, 
politeness,  and  good  sense  ?  Our  thoroughsped  repub- 
lic of  Whigs,  which  contains  the  bulk  of  all  bopen, 
pretenders,  expecters,  and  professors,  are  beyond  all 
doubt  most  highly  useful  to  princes,  to  governors,  to 
great  ministers,  and  to  their  country  ;  but  at  the  same 
time,  and  by  necessary  consequence,  the  most  disagree- 
able companions  to  all  who  have  that  unfortunate  tun 
of  mind  peculiar  to  his  excellency,  and  perhaps  to  five 
or  six  more  in  a  nation. 

I  do  not  deny  it  possible  that  an  original  or  pro- 
selyte favourite  of  the  times  might  have  been  bom  to 
those  useless  talents  which  in  former  ages  qualified  s 
man  to  be  a  poet  or  a  philosopher.  All  I  contend  f<x 
is,  that  where  the  true  genius  of  party  once  enters,  it 
sweeps  the  house  clean  and  leaves  room  for  many  other 
spirits  to  take  joint  possession,  until  the  last  state  of 
that  man  is  exceedingly  better  than  the  first. 

I  allow  it  a  great  error  in  his  excellency,  that  he 
adheres  so  obstinately  to  his  old  unfashionable  academic 
education ;  yet  so  perverse  is  human  nature,  that  the 
usual  remedies  for  this  evil  in  others  have  produced  a 
contrary  effect  in  him ;  to  a  degree,  that  I  am  credibly 
informed  he  will,  as  I  have  already  hinted,  in  the 
middle  of  a  session,  quote  passages  out  of  Plato  snd 
Pindar  at  his  own  table,  to  some  book-learned  com- 
panion, without  blushing,  even  when  persons  of  great 
stations  are  by. 

I  will  venture  one  step  fVirther,  which  is  freely  to 
confess  that  this  mistaken  method  of  educating  youth 
in  the  knowledge  of  ancient  learning  and  language  is 
too  apt  to  spoil  their  politics  and  principles;  beouae 
the  doctrine  and  examples  of  the  books  they  read  teach 
them  lessons  directly  contrary  in  every  point  to  the 
present  practice  of  the  world :  and  accordingly  Hobbes 
most  judiciously  observes  that  the  writings  of  the 
Greeks  and  Romans  made  young  men  imbibe  opiuioni 
against  absolute  power  in  a  prince,  or  even  in  a  first- 
minister,  and  embrace  notions  of  liberty  and  property* 

It  has  been  therefore  a  great  felicity  in  these  king- 
doms that  the  heirs  to  tides  and  large  estates  have  a 
weakness  in  their  eyes,  a  tenderness  in  their  coitftitii- 
tions ;  are  not  able  to  bear  the  pain  and  indignity  of 
whipping ;  and  as  the  mother  rightly  expreases  it,  coold 
never  take  to  their  books ;  yet  are  well  enough  quali* 
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IM  to  Mgn  a  receipt  for  half  a  yett'f  rent,  to  pattbeir 
nuBa  (rightly  ipelt)  to  a  wanant,  mid  to  read  pam- 
pU«ts  againat  religion  and  high^flpng ;  whereby  diey 
fill  tbeir  nicfaca,  and  cairy  tlieoMelTes  through  the  world 
with  that  dignity  which  bert  beeomea  a  senator  and  a 
*M]aire. 

I  eoald  heartily  wiib  his  excellency  would  be  more 
eoodcsoendiog  to  tbe  genius  of  the  kingdom  he  govenis, 
to  the  conditioo  of  Ait  times,  and  to  the  nature  of  the 
■tatian  be  fllla.  Yet  if  it  be  true,  what  I  hare  lead  in 
old  English  story-books,  that  one  Agesilaus  (no  matter 
to  the  balk  of  my  readers  whether  I  spell  the  name 
right  or  wrong)  was  caught  by  tiie  parson  of  the  parish 
riding  on  a  nobby-horse  wiUi  his  children ;  that  So- 
crmles,  a  heathen  philosopher,  was  found  dancing  by 
hrnuelf  at  fourscore ;  that  a  king  called  Cnsar  Augus- 
tus (or  some  such  name^  used  to  play  with  l^ys, 
whcitof  some  might  possibly  be  sons  of  Tories ;  and  that 
two  great  men,  called  Scipio  and  Lselius  (I  forget  their 
Oiristian  namea.  and  whether  they  were  poets  or  gene- 
rak)  often  played  at  duck  and  drake  with  smooth  stones 
on  a  rirer :  Now,  I  say,  if  these  facts  be  true  (and  tiie 
book  where  I  found  them  is  in  print)  I  cannot  imagine 
why  our  most  aealous  patriots  may  not  a  little  indulge 
hit  czcaUency  in  an  in6rmity  which  is  not  morally 
cril,  pcoTided  he  gires  no  public  scandal,  which  is  by 
all  means  to  be  aroided  :  I  say,  why  he  may  not  be 
indulged  twice  a  week  to  convetse  with  one  or  two  par- 
ticular persons,  and  let  him  and  them  con  OTer  tneir 
old  exploded  readings  together,  after  mornings  spent  in 
hearing  and  prescribing  ways  and  means  from  and  to 
his  most  obedient  politicians,  for  the  welfare  of  tbe 
kingdom ;  alttioogh  the  said  narticular  person  or  per- 
sons may  not  have  made  so  public  a  declaration  of  meir 
political  fiiith  in  all  its  parts,  as  &e  business  of  the 
xkstion  leqaires,  still  submitting  my  opinion  to  that 
hanpy  majority  which  I  am  confident  is  always  in  the 
ri^ ;  by  whom  the  liberty  of  the  subject  has  been  so 
frequently,  ao  strenuously,  and  so  successfully  asserted ; 
who  by  their  wise  counsels  hare  made  commerce  to 
flourisli,  money  to  abound,  inhabitants  to  increase,  die 
Taloe  of  lands  and  rente  to  rise,  and  the  whole  island 
pot  on  a  new  fisce  of  plenty  and  prosperity. 

But  in  order  to  clear  his  excellency  more  Ailly  from 
this  aocaastkm  of  showing  his  taronrs  to  high-flyers, 
Tories,  aad  jaoobites,  it  will  be  necessary  to  come  to 


penoQ  of  a  Tory  denomination  to  whom  his 
fxeellcDcy  gare  any  marks  of  his  farour  was  doctor 
Thomaa  8hmdan.     It  is  to  be  observed  that  this  hap- 
pened ao  early  in  his  excellency*s  government,  as  it  may 
be  justly  supposed  he  had  not  been  informed  of  that 
fturtlcman^a  character  upon  so  dangerous  an  article. 
The  doctor  being  well  known  and  distinguished  fbr  his 
Aill  and  ODCcess  in  the  education  of  youth,  beyond  most 
of  his  ptufesaim  for  many  years  jMst,  was  recommended 
to  his  excellency  on  the  score  of  bis  leaminv,  and  par- 
ticnlarly  for  his  knowledge  in  die  GnSn  tongue; 
whereof,  it  seems,  his  excellency  is  a  great  admirer,  al- 
theogfa  for  what  reasons  I  could  never  imagine.    How- 
ever, it  is  agreed  on  all  hands  that  his  lordship  was 
too  easily  prevailed  on  by  the  doctor*s  request,  or  indeed 
rifhcr  firam  the  bias  of  his  own  nature,  to  hear  a  tra- 
pdy  acted  in  that  unknown  language  by  the  doctor's 
bda.  which  was  written  by  some  he^en  author ;   but 
vhethcr  it  contained  any  Tory  or  high-church  princi- 
ples mnat  be  left  to  the  consciences  of  the  boys,  the 
doctor,  and  his  excellency,  the  only  witnesses  in  this 
am  whose  testimonies  can  be  depended  upon. 

It  seems  his  excellency  (a  thing  never  to  be  sufB- 
ripnlly  wondered  at)  was  so  pleased  with  his  entertain- 
Mit,  that  some  thsM  after  he  gave  the  doctor  a  church 
living  to  the  value  of  almost  100/.  a>year,  and  made 
bin  (me  of  his  diaplains ;  from  an  antiquated  notion, 


diat  good  schoolmasters  ought  to  be  encouraged  in 
every  nation  professing  civility  and  religion.  Yet  bb 
excellency  did  not  venture  to  make  this  bold  step  with- 
out  strong  recommendations  from  persons  of  undoubted 

Cciples  fitted  to  the  times ;  who  thought  themselves 
ad  in  justice,  honour,  and  gratitude,  to  do  die  doc- 
tor a  good  office,  in  return  for  the  care  he  had  taken  of 
their  children  or  of  those  of  their  friends.     Yet  the 
catastrophe  was  terrible ;  for  the  doctor,  in  the  height  of 
his  felicity  and  gratitude,  going  down  to  take  possession 
of  his  parish,  and  fumi^ed  with  a  few  led  sermons, 
whereof  as  it  is  to  be  supposed  the  number  was  very 
small,  having  never  served  a  cure  in  the  church,  he 
stopped  at  Cork  to  attend  on  his  bishop ;  and  going  to 
church  on  the  Sunday  following,  was,  according  to  the 
usual  civility  of  country  clergymen,  invited  by  tbe  mi- 
nister of  the  pariah  to  supply  the  pulpit    It  happened 
to  be  the  1st  of  August ;  and  the  1st  of  August  hap- 
pened diat  vear  to  light  upon  a  Sunday ;  and  it  hap- 
pened that  me  doetor^s  text  was  in  these  words,  <<  Suffi- 
cient unto  the  day  is  die  evil  thereof:"*  and  lastly,  it 
happened  that  some  one  person  of  the  congregation, 
whose  loyalty  made  him  watchful  upon  every  appear- 
ance of  danger  to  his  majcaty*s  person  and  government, 
when  service  was  over  !gave  tfaie  alarm.     Notice  was 
immediately  sent  up  to  town ;  and  by  the  seal  of  one 
man  of  no  large  dimensions  of  body  or  mind,  such  a 
clamour  was  raised  that  we  in  Dublin  could  appre- 
hend no  less  than  an  invasion  by  the,  pretender,  who 
must  be  landed  in  the  south.    The  result  was  diat  the 
doctor  must  be  struck  out  of  the  chaplain's  list  and 
appear  no  more  at  the  castle ;  yet  whether  he  were  then, 
or  be  at  this  day,  a  Whig  or  a  Tory,  I  think  is  a  secret ; 
only  it  is  manifest  that  he  is  a  sealous  Hanoverian,  at 
least  in  poetry  ,b  and  a  great  admirer  of  the  present 
royal  family  through  all  its  branches.    His  i^ienas  like- 
wise assert  that  he  had  preached  this  sermon  often 
under  the  same  text;  that  not  having  observed  tbe 
words  till  he  was  in  the  pulpit  and  had  opened  his 
notes,  as  he  is  a  person  a  little  abstractsd  he  wanted 
presence  of  mind  to  change  diem :  and  that  in  the  whole 
sermon  there  was  not  a  syllable  relating  to  government 
or  party,  or  to  the  subject  of  the  day. 

In  this  incident  there  seems  to  have  been  a  union  of 
events  that  will  probably  never  happen  again  to  the 
end  of  the  world,  or  is  at  least  liice  the  grand  con- 
junction in  the  heavens,  which  I  think  th^  say  can 
arrive  but  once  in  twenty  thousand  jetn. 

Tbe  second  gentleman  (if  I  am  right  in.  my  chro- 
nology), who  under  the  suspicion  of  a  Tory  received 
some  favour  from  his  excellency,  is  Mr.  James  Stop- 
ford  ;  very  strongly  recommended  by  the  most  emi- 
nent Whig  in  England,  on  the  account  of  his  learning 
and  virtue  and  other  aocomplidiments.  He  had 
passed  the  greatest  part  of  his  youth  in  close  study  or 
m  travelling,  and  was  either  not  at  home  or  not  at 
leisure  to  trouble  his  thoughts  about  party,  which  I 
allow  to  be  a  great  omission,  although  I  cannot 
honesdy  place  him  in  the  list  of  Tories ;  and  therefore 
think  his  excellency  may  be  lairly  acquitted  for 
making  him  vicar  of  Finglass,  worth  about  100/. 
a-year. 

The  third  is  doctor  Patrick  Delany.  This  divine 
lies  under  some  disadvantage,  bavii^  in  his  youth  re- 
ceived many  civilities  from  a  certain  person,^  then  in 
a  very  high  station  here,  for  which  reason  I  doubt  tbe 
doctor  never  |drank  bis  conftision  since ;  and  what 
makes  the  matter  desperate  it  is  now  too  late,  unless 
our  inquisitors  will  be  content  with  drinking  confti- 
sion to  his  memory.     The  aforesaid  eminent  person, 

*  The  fln*  of  Aoffuit  ta  the  annivemrT  of  tba  Hanoveritn 
£unily*t  acoearion  to  lli«  crown  of  Grml  Britain. 

b  This  it  a  meer  at  a  puem  by  Sheridao,  of  which  hia  iM«iid 
did  not  highly  appro\e. 

"  Phippa.  iaro  dianeellor  of  Ireland  when  qneen  Anne  died. 
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who  was  a  judge  of  all  merit  except  that  of  party, 
distinguiahed  the  doctor  among  other  juniors  in  our 
univeriity  for  his  learning,  virtue,  discretion,  and 
good  sense.  But  the  doctor  was  then  in  too  good  a 
situation  at  his  college  to  hope  or  endeavour  at  a 
better  establishment  from  one  who  had  no  power  to 
give  it  him. 

Upon  the  present  lord-lieutenant*s  coming  over,  the 
doctor  was  named  to  his  excellency  by  a  fHend, 
among  other  clergy  of  distinction  as  persons  whose 
characters  it  was  proper  his  excellency  should  know ; 
and  by  the  truth  of  which  tlie  giver  would  be  content 
to  stand  or  fall  in  his  excellency*s  opinion,  since  not 
one  of  those  persons  were  in  particular  friendship  with 
the  gentleman  who  gave  in  their  names.  By  this  and 
some  other  incidents,  particularly  the  recommendation 
of  the  late  archbishop  of  Dublin,  the  doctor  became 
known  to  his  excellency,  whose  fktal  turn  of  mind 
toward  heathenish  and  outlandish  books  and  languages, 
finding  as  I  conceive  a  like  disposition  in  the  doctor, 
was  the  cause  of  his  becoming  so  domestic  as  we  are 
told  he  is  at  the  castle  of  Dublin. 

Three  or  four  years  ago  the  doctor,  grown  weary  of 
an  academic  life,  for  some  reasons  best  known  to  the 
managers  of  the  discipline  in  that  learned  society 
(which  it  may  not  be  for  their  honour  to  mention) 
resolved  to  leave  it ;  although,  by  the  benefit  of  the 
pupils  and  his  senior  fellowriiip  with  all  its  per- 
qnisitei^  he  received  every  year  between  900/.  and  a 
1000/.  And  a  small  northern  living  in  the  uni- 
versity's donation,  of  somewhat  better  than  a  100/. 
a-year,  falling  at  the  same  time  with  the  chancellor- 
ship of  Christchurch,  to  about  equal  the  value,  in  the 
gift  of  his  excellency,  liie  doctor  ventuted  into  the 
world  in  a  very  scanty  condition,  having  squandered 
away  all  his  annual  income  in  a  manner  which,  al- 
though perhaps  proper  enough  for  a  clergyman  with- 
out a  family,  will  not  be  fur  the  advantage  of  his 
character  to  discover  either  on  the  exchange  or  at  a 
banker*s  shop. 

About  two  months  ago,  his  excellency  gave  the 
doctor  a  prebend  in  St.  Patrick's  cathedral,  which, 
being  of  near  the  same  value  with  either  of  the  two 
former,  will  add  a  third  part  to  his  revenues  after  he 
shall  have  paid  the  great  incumbrances  upon  it;  so 
that  he  may  now  be  said  to  possess  of  church  prefer- 
ments  in  scattered  tithes  300/.  a-year,  instead  of  the 
like  sura  of  infallible  rents  from  a  senior  fellowship, 
with  the  offices  annexed,  beside  the  advantage  of  a 
free  lodging,  a  great  number  of  pupil^  and  some 
other  easements. 

But  since  the  doctor  has  not,  in  any  of  his  writings, 
his  sermons,  his  actions,  his  discourse,  or  his  company, 
discovered  one  single  principle  of  either  Whig  or  Tory, 
and  that  the  lord-lieutenant  still  continues  to  admit 
him,  I  shall  boldly  pronounce  him  onb  op  us  ;  but 
like  a  new  freemason,  who  has  not  learned  all  the 
dialect  of  &e  mystery.  Neither  can  he  justly  be  ac- 
cused of  any  Tory  doctrines,  except  perhaps  some 
among  those  few  with  which  that  wicked  party  was 
charged  during  the  height  of  their  power,  but  have  been 
since  transferred  for  the  most  solid  reasons  to  the 
whole  body  of  our  firmest  friends. 

I  have  now  done  with  the  clergy ;  and  upon  the 
strictest  examination  have  not  been  able  to  find  above 
one  of  that  order  against  whom  any  party  suspicion 
can  lie, — I  mean  the  unfortunate  gentleman  doctor 
Sheridan,  who  by  mere  chance-mecUey  shot  his  own 
fortune  dead  with  a  single  text 

As  to  the  laity,  I  can  hear  but  of  one  person  of  the 
Tory  stamp  who  since  the  beginning  of  his  excellency's 
government  did  ever  receive  any  solid  mark  of  his 
&vour, — I  mean  sir  Arthur  Aehesoii,  reported  to  be  an 
acknowledged  Tory,  and  what  is  almost  as  bad,  a 


scholar  into  the  bargain.  It  is  whispered  about  ai  s 
certain  truth  that  this  gendeman  is  to  have  a  gnmt 
of  a  certain  barrack*  upon  his  estate,  within  two  inilei 
of  his  own  house,  for  which  the  Crown  is  to  be  hii 
tenant  at  the  rent  of  60/.  per  annum,  he  being  only  at 
the  expense  of  about  900/.  to  put  the  house  in  repair, 
build  stables,  and  o&er  necessaries.  I  will  place  thii 
invidious  mark  of  beneficence  conferred  on  a  Tory  in  a 
fair  light,  by  computing  the  costs  and  neceisary  defal* 
cations ;  alter  which  it  may  be  seen  how  much  irr 
Arthur  will  be  annually  a  clear  gainer  by  the  pablic, 
notwithstanding  his  imfortunate  principles  and  his 
knowledge  in  Greek  and  Latin. 

For  repairs,  &c.,  dOO/.,  the  interest  whereof    £.    «.  ^ 
per  annum 30    0   0 

For  all  manner  of  poultry  to  furnish  the 
troopers,  but  which  the  said  troopers 
must  be  at  the  labour  of  catching,  va- 
lued per  annum 5    0    0 

For  straggling  sheep     ••••..       800 

For  game  destroyea  five  miles  round  ,     ^      6    0   0 

£49    0   0 

Rent  paid  to  sir  Arthur 60    0   0 

Deduct 49    0   0 


Remains  clear 


£11    0   0 


Thus  if  sir  Arthur  Acheson  shall  have  the  good  for- 
tune to  obtain  a  grant  of.  this  barrack,  be  will  rsceire 
net  profit  annually  irom  tiie  Crown  ELEVEN  poundi 
sterling,  to  help  him  in  entertaining  the  officers  and 
making  provisions  for  his  younger  children. 

It  is  true  there  is  another  advantage  to  be  expected, 
which  may  fully  compensate  the  loss  of  cattls  and 
poultry,  by  multiplying  the  breed  of  mankind,  and 
particularly  that  of  good  protestants,  in  a  part  of  tbe 
Kingdom  half  depopulated  by  thi!  wild  hamoor 
among  the  farmers  mere  of  leaving  their  country: 
but  I  am  not  so  skilful  in  arithmetic  as  to  coinpute 
the  value. 

I  have  reckoned  one  per  cent,  below  the  legal  intnfcst 
for  the  money  that  sir  Arthur  must  expend,  and  valued 
the  damage  in  the  other  articles  very  moderately.  How- 
ever, I  am  confident  he  may  with  good  management  be 
A  saver  at  least,  which  is  a  prodigious  instance  of  no- 
deration  in  our  friends  toward  a  profened  Tory,  what* 
ever  merit  he  may  pretend  by  the  unwillingnesi  he  bu 
shown  to  make  his  excellency  uneasy  in  his  admioit- 
tration. 

Thus  I  have  with  the  utmost  impartiality  colleetcd 
every  single  favour  (further  than  personal  civilitiei) 
conferred  by  his  excellency  on  Tories  and  reputed 
Tories,  since  his  first  arrived  here  to  the  30th  day  of 
April  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1730,  giving  all  allov- 
ance  possible  to  the  arguments  on  the  other  side  of  the 
question ;  and  the  account  will  stand  thus : — 

Disposed  of  preferments  and  employments  to  Toriei 
or  reputed  Tones  by  his  exoallency  John  lord  Cu' 
teret,  lord-lieutenant  of  Ireland,  in  about  the  space  of 
six  years : — 

To  doctor  Thomas  Sheridan,  in  a  rectory  £.    t.  ^ 

near  Kinsale,  per  annum      «...  100    0    0 

To  sir  Arthur  Acheson,  baronet^  a  barrack, 

per  annum     •• IIOO 

£111    0    0 


Give  me  leave  now  to  compute  in  gross  the  valae 
of  the  favours  done  by  his  excellency  to  the  true 

*  This  WM  Qothlnic  elM  than  the  pvogeet  of  converting  Hr 
miltoB't  Bswn  Into  a  barrsek. 
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friodi  of  dmr  king  and  oountiy,  and  of  the  protoitaiit 
leligion. 

Jt  it  to  be  nmembtnd,  that  although  hia  ezcelleney 
caonoc  be  properly  eaid  to  beetow  biaht^cs,  oommanda 
iD  tke  inaj,  tba  place  of  a  judge,  or  commiMioner  in 
tbe  RTfoae,  and  MnDe  othere,  yet  diey  are  for  the  moet 
part  diipoied  upon  hie  recommendation,  except  where 
the  penooi  are  immediately  ecnt  Irom  England  by 
litfir  iateeit  at  court,  lor  which  I  have  aUowed  great 
defdcatwoi  in  the  following  accounta.  And  it  u.n^ 
Buikable  that  the  only  ooneidemble  atation  confened 
flo  4  Tory  linee  hie  pneent  excellency 'a  government 
vMoftbielatttfkind, 

Ami  indeed  it  ia  but  too  notorioui  that  in  a  neigh- 
booripi  aaUon  (where  thia  dangeroua  denomination  of 
OBoi  n  iocompaiably  more  numerune,  more  powerfiU, 
end  of  eouequence  more  formidable)  rod  Toriee  can 
oftcD  with  much  leia  difficulty  obtain  very  high  favoure 
fraoB  tbe  goremoMnt  than  their  reputed  brethren  can 
vnve  to  the  loweet  in  oun.  I  obeerre  thia  with  all 
powble  mhmiieion  to  the  wiedom  of  their  policy, 
which  hovem  will  not,  I  beliere^  dispute  the  ptaiae  of 
rifiiuoe  vith  ouis. 

WHIG  AcoonnL 
To  penoQB  promoted  to  biehoprice  or 

Knored  to   more   beneficial    ones,         £.    «.    d, 

compoted  per  annam  ....  10,050  0  0 
To  cirU  cmploymenta  .....  9,030  0  0 
Tomilitixycommanda.     ....      8,436    0    0 


£27,516    0    0 
TORY  Accourt. 
ToTeriee HI     0    0 

Wmee £27,405    0    0 

I M  conclude  with  the  obwrvation  that  aa  I  think 

otTorieiliBre  auflleient  reaaoD  to  be  folly  aalaafied 

^  ^^_^*^  of  tniat,  power,  and  employment  which 

•[?"■■■  midn  the  lenity  of  the  preeentgoreninent ; 

•»  1  do  not  find  how  bie  exedleney  can  be  justly  oen- 

*^  fo  inrooriiig  none  but  htgb-chureh,  high-flien, 

^"BHniti,   laudifte,   SachevcreUtans,  tiptopgallant- 

■"iJMebitH,  taativiee^  antihanovwiana,  friends  to 

W"y  «l  the  paeteodcr  and  to  arbitrary  power,  dia- 

***wrf England,  bnakertof  dcpbidbmct,  inlbmicrB 

^  ^mnk  between  the  two  natione,  public  incendia- 

w«>eoBaiee  to  the  king  and  kingdoms,  hatcia  cf  tbvi 

I"f"tatB,  lamdoien,  amists,  €om{4ainers  of   the 

"Jwoipowrty,  ormondians,  ieonoclaiti,  antiglorious- 

Morim,  sntirevolwtionen,  wkite-roealists,  tenth-ft- 

janisoi,  and  the  like ;  when,  by  a  fair  state  of  the 

*J<Mnt,  die  balance,  I  concetre,  seems  to  lie  on  the 
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TO  THE  CRAFTSMAN  OF  DECEMBER  12, 1730, 
OX  A  VERY  IKTERESTING  SUBJECT  RELATIVE 
TO  IRELAND. 

T^wlidk  wpn^Uerf  Ms  Craflmmm  «/se^« 

THE  CRAFTSMAN. 

T^'J?i*     •  artuidav.  Deo.  IS.  ITSO. 

y"»  following  article,  which  has  lately  appeared  in 
(M  nevipspen^  descrres  our  immediate  consideration, 

".  "I^bey  write  from  Dublin  that  an  officer  from  every 
Kl^mot  in  the  French  senrice  is  arrived  there  in  order 
^  jue  recruits  for  their  respective  corpe ;  which  is  not 
^  be  done  in  a  clandestine  manner  as  formerly  (when 
«J«»l  penoDs  suflered  death  for  it),  but  publicly, 
'b^e  gcudemcn  are  to  disperse  themselves  into  the 
•»TO  ooontifi  where  they  have  the  best  interest,  and 


a  field-officer  is  ready  to  nside  constantly  at  Dublin 
to  hear  all  complaints  which  may  be  made  by  any  of 
the  recruits  against  their  officers;  and  also  to  prepare 
for  sending  them  off.  Count  Broglio  has  been  solicit- 
ing an  order  to  this  purpose  these  two  yeara.*' 

When  I  first  read  diis  account  in  the  public  prints  I 
looked  upon  it  as  a  common  piece  of  false  intelligence 
and  waa  m  full  expectation  of  seeing  it  contradicted  in 
the  next  day's  papers  according  to  frequent  custom, 
but  having  since  heard  it  confidently  affirmed  to  be 
true  (although  I  can  hardly  yet  believe  it,  especially 
as  to  every  part)  the  duty  which  I  owe  my  country  and 
my  seal  for  the  present  establishment,  oblige  me  to 
take  some  notice  of  an  affair  which  1  apprehend  to  be 
of  very  great  importance  to  both. 

It  wUl  be  necessary  in  the  first  place  to  give  the 
reader  a  short  account  of  the  nature  of  these  troops  aa 
they  are  now  establisbed  in  France. 

They  consist,  as  we  have  been  informed,  of  one  regi- 
ment of  horse  and  five  repments  of  foot,  all  doubly  or 
trebly  officered ;  so  that  Uiey  are  of  themselves  a  very 
considerable  body  of  men. 

But  their  number  is  the  least  point  to  h6  considered 
in  this  affair.  There  are  other  circumstances  which 
render  these  troops  infinitely  more  (ormidable  to  Great 
Britain,  They  are  not  only  all  Roman  catholics,  but 
the  most  dangerous  of  that  communion  with  respect  to 
us,— I  mean  Roman  ratholic  subjects  of  our  dominions ; 
many  of  whom  have  been  obliged  to  fly  their  native 
country  on  account  of  rebellions  and  conspiracies  in 
which  they  have  been  engaged ;  and  all  or  them  de- 
voted by  inclination,  by  interest,  by  cooscieuce,  by 
every  motive  human  and  divine,  to  the  service  of  the 
pretender  in  opposition  to  the  protestant  succession  in 
his  majesty's  royal  family. 

To  this  we  may  add  that  they  are  generally  es< 
teemed  the  best  forces  in  the  French  service ;  that  they 
have  always  behaved  themselves  as  suoh  in  the  late 
wars;  and  are  commanded  by  officecs  of  ^iproved 
courage  as  well  as  great  skill  and  experience  in  military 
affairs. 

It  is  said  likewise  that  the  aexjeants,  corporals,  and 
private  men,  are  so  well  seasoned  to  danger  and  expert 
m  their  duty,  that  by  a  gradual  promotion  they  could 
furnish  officers  for  a  very  formidable  army  in  case  of 
any  sudden  invasion  or  insurrection. 

In  the  next  place  it  will  not  be  improper  to  examine 
this  affair  with  regard  to  our  laws. 

It  is  made  felony  by  act  of  parliament  in  Ireland 
for  any  subject  of  that  kingdom  to  enlist  himself  or  to 
enlist  others  in  the  service  of  any  foreign  state ;  and  it 
is  well  known  that  multitudes  of  poor  wretches  have 
suffered  death  upon  that  account. 

We  know  it  mav  be  said  that  a  power  is  reserved  to 
his  majesty  by  a  clause  in  that  act  to  dispense  with  it 
by  granting  any  foreign  prince  a  licence  to  raise  forces 
in  his  dominiuns,  and  indemnifying  his  subjects  from 
the  penalties  of  the  law. 

Although  it  is  far  from  my  intention  to  dispute  any 
of  his  majesty's  legal  prerogatives,  or  to  call  the  wis- 
dom of  the  legisla^re  in  question,  yet  I  must  take  the 
liberty  to  obs^e  that  such  powers  have  been  sometimes 
granted  out  of  complaisance  to  the  crown,  that  the 
prince's  hands  may  not  be  absolutely  tied  up^  and  in 
full  confidence  that  they  will  never  be  exerted  but  for 
the  benefit  of  this  nation,  or  possibly  of  some  protestant 
ally,  upon  great  emergencies  of  state.  The  exercise  of 
the  prerogative  in  these  cases  is  therefore  merely  a  pru- 
dential part,  which  is  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  pnnce 
and  his  ministers,  who  ought  always  to  be  supposed 
the  best  judges  of  these  afi'airs ;  and  therefore  how  ridi- 
culous would  it  be  to  send  to  the  attorney-general  for 
his  opinion  in  such  a  case,  who  can  be  a  competent 
judge  of  nothing  but  the  llgality  of  it,  and  whether  the 
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affair  be  actiooable  or  not;  but  miniflcn  ought  to 
regulate  their  conduct  in  theie  reepecti  according  to 
the  Rtoation  of  affairs  and  the  ezigenoiei  of  govern- 
ment. 

I  must  therefore  beg  leave  to  consider  the  present 
subject  of  the  Irish  forces  in  this  light. 

It  will  not  be  denied,  I  presume,  that  a  licence  to 
recruit  Roman  catholic  regiments  (of  English  subjects 
in  foreign  service,  and  in  the  interest  of  a  pretendor  to 
the  crown  (which  is  death  bj  the  law  without  his 
majesty's  permission),  is  a  favour  of  a  very  extraor- 
dinary nature  and  ought  to  be  attended  with  some 
extraordinary  circumstances.  I  confess  that  I  can  see 
no  such  extraordinary  circumstances  at  present ;  unless 
it  should  be  said  that  this  fiivonr  was  granted  in  order 
to  engage  our  good  allies  in  the  demolition  of  Dun- 
lark  ;  but  I  hope  they  have  more  generosity  than  to 
insist  upon  such  hard  terms  for  tiie  effectual  perform- 
ance of  ^t  which  they  are  obliged  by  treaty  to  do. 
I  am  sure  such  conditions  seem  unreasonable  on  our 
part  after  we  have  made  them  so  many  other  conces- 
sions ;  particularly  with  relation  to  the  flag  and  Santa 
Lucia ;  which  I  think  are  sufllcient  to  make  ihem 
eomply  with  all  our  demands  without  expecting  any 
ftirther  favours,  and  even  supererogation  of  frien£hip. 

Perhaps  my  advenaries  (if  they  have  any  conceit) 
may  take  an  opportunity  of  ridiculing  me  for  writing 
in  this  strain ;  but  as  it  someUmes  serves  their  turn  to 
make  me  a  great  man  and  to  aigne  agunst  me  as 
such,  I  will  for  once  suppose  myself  so ;  and  roethinks, 
if  I  had  the  honour  fii  Veing  but  half  an  hour  in  that 
station,  I  could  reasoo  against  such  an  order  for  the 
good  of  my  king  and  my  country  io  the  following 
manner:— 

1.  These  troops  have  always  been  made  use  of  wlien- 
ever  there  has  been  any  attempt  in  favour  of  the  pie- 
tender  ;  and  indeed  they  are  upon  many  accomits  the 
fittest  for  this  punpose.  They  are  our  fellow-subjects ; 
they  speak  our  Lgaiguage;  are  acquainted  with  our 
manners ;  and  do  not  raise  that  aversion  in  the  people 
which  they  natorally  conceive  against  other  foreign 
troops  who  understand  neither.  I  am  airaid  I  may 
add  that  the^  are  kept  up  for  this  purpose  in  entire 
regiments  without  suffering  them  to  be  mixed  with  the 
troops  of  any  other  nation*  It  is  weU  knowTi  at  least 
that  they  supplied  the  late  king  James  with  a  nursery 
t^  soldiers  wtio  were  always  ready  for  his  service 
whenever  any  opportunity  ofiered  itself  for  his  restora- 
tion; and  that  at  this  time  the  pretender  is  always  the 
bait  made  use  of  by  their  omoerB  to  raise  recruits. 
They  never  mention  the  king  of  France  or  the  king  of 
Spain  upon  these  occasions,  but  list  the  poor  wretehes 
under  an  assurance  that  they  are  enterea  into  the  ser- 
vice of  him  whom  they  call  their  natural  and  jrightful 
king.  I  will  not  suspect  the  psesent  fidelity  of  ^ance 
and  their  cordiality  to  the  protestant  establishment,  yet 
methinks  we  might  easily  excuse  ourselves  from  furidsh- 
ing  them  witli  instrumento  which  they  may  employ 
against  us  whenever  ambition  or  reasons  of  state  shall 
dissolve  their  present  engagements  and  induce  them  to 
espouse  the  cause  of  the  pretender  again. 

2.  It  is  very  probable  that  his  catholic  muesty  (who 
has  likewise  several  regiments  of  this  kind  in  his  service) 
will  expect  &e  same  favour  of  necmiting  them  in  Ire- 
land, and  that  he  may  in  case  of  reftual  make  it  a  pre- 
tence at  any  time  for  quarrelling  with  us,  interrupting 
our  commerce,  and  disturbing  us  again  in  the  posses- 
sion of  Gihmltar.  And  here  it  is  proper  just  to  take 
notice  that  these  troops  did  his  catholic  majesty  the 
most  eminent  service  m  the  last  siege  of  that  important 

Jlace.  He  may  complain  perhaps  of  our  partiality  to 
^rance,  and  allege  that  we  do  not  treat  Spain  in  the 
same  manner  we  expect  to  be  treated  by  them,  as  one 
of  the  most  favoored  natioift. 


3.  The  kingdom  of  Ireland  seems  at  tiiis  time  io  a 
very  ill  condition  to  admit  of  any  such  drafts  out  of 
her  dominions.  She  has  been  already  so  much  ex. 
hausled  by  the  voluntary  transportation  of  multitude! 
of  her  inhabitanto  (who  have  been  prevailed  anoo,  by 
the  calamities  of  their  own  countrv,  to  seeV  tbdr 
bread  in  other  parts  of  the  world),  that  the  interpo- 
sition of  parliament  was  found  ueoeanry  to  put  a  stop 
to  it :  and  shall  we  suffer  any  foreign  power  to  drain 
her  still  further  under  such  circumstances,  especially 
in  this  manner  and  for  this  purpose!  I  do  not  hev 
that  this  licence  is  confined  to  any  particular  number 
of  men.  It  is  confessed,  I  think,  that  they  want  abore 
2000  men  to  complete  their  corps,  and  who  knows  but 
they  may  design  to  raise  a  great  many  more  than  they 
care  to  own,  or  even  to  form  some  new  regimenta  of 
these  troops  f  But  supposing  they  are  confined  to  a 
certun  number  of  recruits,  and  that  Ireland  were  in  a 
capacity  to  spare  them,  it  is  well  known  how  eanly 
such  limitations  are  evaded  and  how  difficult  it  is  to 
know  when  people  conform  exactly  to  the  ternn  of 
their  commission.  This  was  sufficieptly  explained  is 
the  late  famous  controversy  concerning  Mr.  Wood'i 
patent  for  supplying  Ireland  with  a  particular  lum  of 
copper  halfpence ;  and  the  aigumento  upon  diat  subject 
may  be  applied  to  this,  with  some  allowances  for  the 
difference  between  the  two  cases.  It  may  perhapi  be 
said  likewiM  that  all  the  vigilance  of  the  ministry  hai 
been  hidierto  found  ineffectual  to  prevent  the  French  , 
from  clandestinely  recruiting  thoe  regiments  with  | 
Irish  caidiolics,  and  therefore  that  we  may  as  well 
allow  them  to  do  it  openly,  nay,  that  it  is  our  iotcrcft 
to  let  them  purge  Ireland  of  her  popish  inhabitanti  ii 
much  as  they  please;  but  I  deny  this  for  serml 
reasons,  which  I  shall  mention  presently ;  and  if  it 
were  really  the  case  that  the  French  can  at  any  time 
recruit  these  troops  clandestinely,  I  cannot  see  any 
reason  why  they  should  solicit  an  order  so  preisingly 
fbr  two  years  together,  to  do  it  openly>  unless  they 
have  some  other  design.  Ought  not  even  this  consida- 
ation  to  put  us  a  little  upon  our  guard,  and  is  it  not 
a  tacit  confession  that  these  troops  are  thought  to  be 
of  more  importance  to  them  than  we  ought  to  wiih  f 
Besides,  are  we  to  license  and  authorise  a  mischievosi 
pnctice  because  we  cannot  totally  prevent  itf  Every 
one  justly  applauded  his  m^csty'a  singular  firransH 
and  resolution  in  supporting  the  righte  of  hie  Germsa 
subjects  when  an  attempt  was  made  to  seduce  some  of 
them  into  the  king  of  PMiasia*s  service,  although  pei^ 
haps  it  u  impossible  to  prevent  thai  practice  cntiiely* 
We  all  remember  that  the  enlisting  of  a  miller's  sobi 
and  a  few  other  ordinary  peasants,  occasioned  such  a 
misunderstanding  between  the  two  crowns  as  proceeded 
almost  to  a  rupture.  Nor  was  the  aeal  of  the  Englub 
parliament  backward  on  this  occasion,  but  on  this  con* 
sideration,  among  others,  resolved  to  keep  up  a  body 
of  12^000  Hessian  troops  in  our  pay,  which  have  al- 
ready cost  us  above  a  million  of  money.  I  am  con- 
fident, therefore,  that  the  same  paternal  case  will  alwaye 
influence  his  majesty  to  guard  and  protect  his  Britiifa 
subjecto  in  the  same  manner,  and  if  any  measure  shoold 
be  taken  whidi  savours  too  much  of  the  French  in- 
terest, and  seems  of  dangerous  consequence  to  the 
interest  of  his  family,  the  world  can  impute  it  to 
nothing  but  the  deceitful  representetions  of  those  who 
lie  under  such  particular  obligations  to  the  court  of 
France  that  they  can  refuse  them  nothing. 

4.  Such  a  licence  seems  to  give  encouragement  to 
the  people  of  Ireland  to  continue  Roman  eatholici, 
since  they  are  sure  to  meet  with  a  provision  both  in  tbs 
French  and  Spanish  service,  wherou  we  always  reject 
them  in  our  troops  and  absolutely  prohibit  our  officen 
to  recruit  in  Ireland.  Now,  al^ough  it  may  not  be 
safe  to  trust  tiiem  in  our  armies,  yet  certainly  we  ought 
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not  to  fire  die  l«ut  cncoumgcment  to  their  entering 
intD  foici^  eerrioe,   especially  into  tuch    compect 
bodia  at  these  regimeutk    And  here  it  will  not  be 
■mifli  to  relate  a  etory  much  more  to  the  honour  of 
tn  Etagliih  nobleman,  who  haa  alao  one  of  the  largest 
ertale*  m  Ireland  of  any  man  in  the  kingdom.     When 
be  went  to  Tiait  the  Invalidct  in  Fiance,  a  place  in  the 
nalnve  of  oor  Chelsea  college  heih»  all  the  Jriah  officefa 
and  eoklicn  of  that  hospital  diew  out  in  a  body  to  do 
him  particDiar  honours.    We  can  make  no  question 
that  their  chief  view  was  to  have  some  present  nom  his 
lordshipf  but  though  he  has  a  heaitas  well  disposed  to 
guMiuua  eharity  as  any  man  and  a  purse  well  able  to 
acuwcr  the  dictates  of  it,  yet  out  of  regard  to  his  coun- 
try, far  which  he  has  likewise  the  most  disinterested 
sod,  his  answer  to  them  was  only  this :— Gentlemen, 
1  am  very  seosible  of  the  honour  you  have  done  me, 
and  heartily  pity  your  misfortunes,  but  as  you  have 
dmwn  them  upon  yonnelves  by  serving  against  your 
oounlry,  yon  must  not  expect  any  relief  or  reward 
fivm  me  6r  having  suffered  in  a  service  in  which  I 
wish  you  had  never  engaged.*' 

5.  is  ihtn  not  some  reason  to  apprdiend  that  this 
licence  may  at  one  time  or  other  prove  a  snare  to  that 
country  and  draw  many  peonle  in  to  their  destruction, 
Ibr  unleaa  it  is  ntade  perpetual,  can  it  be  supposed 
that  all  the  poor  ignorant  wretches  in  the  kingdom 
should  be  apprised  how  long  this  licence  is  to  be  in 
Save,  or  wbca  they  may  enlist  with  impunity  and 
when  they  may  notf  Boides,  as  it  may  be  presumed 
&at  thcae  officers  will  never  go  for  the  future  upon 
such  errands  widiont  some  pretended  orders,  when  the 
real  one  ia  expired,  so  diey  will  find  it  no  difficult 
matter  to  impose  such  a  counterfeit  upon  illiterate 
pNffU,  who  may  thus  incur  the  penalties  of  the  law 
vitboat  knowing  anything  of  die  matter.  Such  a 
oMthod  of  providing  for  persons  whose  nrincinles 
render  tliem  unserviceable  to  our  army  is  indeed  a 
litde  BMwe  charitoble  than  a  late  project  for  prevent- 
ing indk  childm  fiom  being  starved,  by  fattening 
them  up  and  eelling  them  to  the  butehCT. 

6.  1  have  often  heard  that  these  troops  have  been 


TBse  of  in  parliament  as  an  argument  for  keeping 
up  a  tfsnding  army  in  England;  and  I  think  we 
niad  not  lake  any  measures  to  render  that  argument 
stiiwuu.  God  knows  there  are  too  many  arguments 
aheady  upon  each  occasions. 

I  might  nsist  upon  some  other  points  which  this 
afiur  aatmally  suggests  to  a  considering  mind,  par- 
bniiarly  &e  danger  of  suffering  several  bigoted  Irish 
fupisbi  in  foreign  service  to  disperse  themselves  into 
thaw  couutks  where  they  have  the  best  interest,  and  to 
sbdU  about  Ireland  among  their  relations  s^  old 
acqaaintonoe  of  the  same  principles  with  themselves. 
Are  we  sure  ihat  they  will  not  make  a  bad  use  of 
this  liberty,  by  inquiring  into  the  strength  of  their 
party,  by  giving  than  hopes,  and  taking  an  opportunity 
bv  cooccH  iiMasiiin  for  the  advantage  of  their  cause  f 
have  we  ih>  reason  to  apprehend  that  they  may  endea> 
vonr  to  raise  sfainwi  as  well  as  soldiers  under  colour  of 
this  order  f  or  engage  great  numbers  of  their  countrymen 
to  uausptHt  thcinsclvm  over  to  the  French  colonies  and 
pUoiationa  in  the  West  Indies,  which  are  already 
gmwo  Ibmadable  to  die  trading  interest  of  Great  Bri- 
tsiain  diosepaitif 

But  whatever  may  be  the  motives  to  such  an  extra- 
ordinary fosroor  or  die  ooosequenoes  of  it,  I  am  sore 
it  is  the  stiuiigest  mark  of  our  confidence  in  France, 
artd  such  an  one  as  I  believe  they  would  not  place  in  us 
opun  any  oceaaion.     I  will  illustrate  this  by  a  parallel 


The  FVeoeh  protestants  who  fled  over  hither  from  a 
persecution  on  account  of  religion  never  discovered 
any  principles  which  were  tnoompatible  with  the  civil  I 


government  of  France,  nor  ever  set  up  any  pretender 
to  the  present  roval  ilunily  of  that  kingdom ;  and  yet 
if  we  should  think  fit  to  form  any  considerable  number 
of  them  into  complete  distinct  regiments,  to  be  com- 
posed of  French  protestants  only,  and  commanded  bv 
French  officers,  without  any  incorporation  of  British 
soldiers,  I  fancy  it  would  give  our  good  allies  some 
umbrage.  But  I  am  almost  confident  that  they  would 
never  permit  us  to  send  over  a  protestant  French 
officer  nom  every  regiment  to  recruit  their  respective 
corps,  by  dispersing  themselves  into  those  povincea 
whoe  they  have  the  best  interest,  or  suffer  a  field-officer, 
in  Engliui  pay  to  reside  constantly  in  Paris,  and 
exercise  a  swt  of  martial  law  in  the  capital  of  their 
dominions ;  I  say  they  would  hardly  suffer  this,  even 
though  our  ambassador  should  solicit  such  an  order 
with  the  utmost  application  for  20  years  together. 

And  yet  the  case  of  the  Irish  forces  is  much  stronger 
with  respect  to  us.  They  do  not  differ  with  us  only 
in  matters  of  religion,  but  hold  principles  absolutely 
destructive  of  our  civil  government,  and  are  generally 
looked  upon  abroad  as  a  standing  army  kept  on  foot 
to  serve  tne  netender  upon  any  occasion. 

I  must  ask  a  question  or  two  which  naturslly  offer 
themselves  in  this  place. 

What  power  has  this  field-offioer  to  exercise  during 
his  residence  in  DubUnf  Is  the  French  martial  law 
to  take  place,  if  any  of  these  recruits  should  happen 
to  repent  of  what  diey  have  done^  and  think  fit  to 
desert? 

Troops  are  generally  armed  as  soon  as  they  are  listed. 
Is  this  rule  to  be  observed  in  the  present  case?  If  so, 
another  question  occurs.  It  has  been  found  necessary 
for  the  security  of  Ireland  to  restrain  all  Roman  ca* 
thoUcs  from  wearing  or  keening  any  arms  in  their 
houses.  1  ask  therefore  whetoer  the  authority  of  this 
license  is  to  supersede  the  laws  of  the  land  ?  I  may  go 
further. 

The  garrison  of  Dublin  seldom  'consists  of  above 
600  men  for  the  duty  of  the  place.  Sunoosing  double 
that  number  of  Popish  recruits  should  be  brought 
diither  in  order  to  be  viewed  by  their  field-officer,  will 
it  be  said  there  is  no  just  apprehension  of  danger? 
But  as  these  suggestions  may  appear  to  be  founded  on 
the  infidelity  of  France  (a  case  not  to  be  supposed  at 
present)  I  press  them  no  further. 

I  must  however  repeat  it,  that  this  order  is  the 
fullest  demonstration  of  the  confidence  we  repose  in 
them }  and  I  hope  they  will  scorn  to  make  any  bad 
use  of  it ;  but  if  it  were  possible  to  suspect  that  they 
could  have  any  design  to  play  the  knave  with  us,  they 
could  noi  wish  for  a  better  opportunity  to  promote  it 
than  by  such  a  power  as  is  now  said  to  be  put  into 
their  hands. 

I  hope  my  remarks  on  this  article  of  news  will  not 
be  construed  in  a  Jacobite  sense,  even  by  the  most 

Eroetitote  scribblers  of  the  present  times ;  but  I  must 
eg  leave  to  expostulate  a  little  with  the  public  on 
that  mean,  infamous  pmctice  which  these  writers  have 
lately  used  in  explaining  some  of  my  papers  into  trea- 
sonable libels,  taxing  an  occasion  from  hence  to  ap- 
pear formally  in  defence  of  the  throne,  and  laying  it 
down  as  a  point  granted  that  there  is  an  actual  con- 
certed design  of  setting  aside  the  present  establishment 
This  is  a  practice  whidi  may  be  of  great  service  to  the 
real  enemies  of  the  present  government;  and  every 
iacobite  in  the  kingdom  may  make  use  of  it  to  pub- 
lish the  most  explicit  invectives  on  the  king  and  his 
government,  under  die  pretence  of  interpreting  the 
implicit  design  of  other  writings.  It  is  a  practice 
which  was  never  allowed  till  now,  and  ought  never  to 
be  allowed ;  for  whatever  may  be  the  secret  meaning 
of  any  author  such  explanations  are  certainly  libels, 
which  may  have  a  v#ry  bad  effect  upon  weak  minds. 
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and  an  poniahable  bj  tfa«  lawt,  vrithoot  any  aztm- 
ordinary  methods  of  coiutroeiion.  These  writan 
ought  to  remember  the  case  of  sir  Richard  Steele, 
who  published  the  pretender's  declaration  at  the 
beginning  c^  the  late  reign  with  an  answer  annexed ; 
and  although  he  did  it  with  a  very  good  design,  yet 
it  was  univemlly  allowed  to  be  conttary  to  law ;  and 
if  his  principles  of  loyalty  had  not  been  very  wdl 
known,  might  have  involved  him  in  a  severe  prow- 
cution.  I  shall  make  no  reflections  on  those  who  en<- 
couragvd  such  explanations ;  and  those  who  are  hired 
.  to  do  it  are  beneath  my  notice.  Let  them  empty  all 
the  trite  commonplaces  of  servile^  injudicious  flattery, 
and  endeavour  to  make  their  court  by  such  nauseous, 
dishonest  adtdation,  as  I  am  sure  gives  the  most  offence 
to  those  persons  to  whom  it  is  paid.  Let  them  throw 
as  much  foul  dirt  at  roe  as  they  please.  Let  them 
charge  me  with  designs  which  never  entered  into 
my  thoughts,  and  cannot  justly  be  imputed  to  me 
from  any  part  of  my  conduct.  God  knows  my  heart ; 
I  am  as  lealous  for  the  welfiue  of  the  pesent  royal 
family  as  the  most  sordid  of  these  sycoptiants.  I  am 
sensible  that  our  happiness  depends  on  the  security  of 
his  majesty *s  title,  and  the  preservation  of  the  present 
government  upon  those  principles  which  established 
tiiem  at  the  late  glorious  revolution,  and  which  I  hope 
will  continue  to  actuate  the  conduct  of  Britons  to  the 
latest  generations.  These  have  always  been  my  prin- 
ciples ;  and  whoever  will  give  himself  the  trouble  of 
looking  over  the  course  of  these  papers  will  be  con- 
vinced that  they  have  been  my  guide :  but  I  am  a 
blunt,  plain-dealing  old  man,  who  am  not  afenid  to 
speak  the  tnith ;  and  as  I  have  no  relish  for  flattery 
myself,  I  scorn  to  bestow  it  on  others.  I  have  not, 
however,  been  sparing  of  just  praise,  nor  slipped  any 
seasonable  opportunity  to  distinguish  the  royal  virtues 
of  their  present  majesties.*  More  than  this  I  cannot 
do ;  and  more  than  this  I  hope  will  not  be  expected. 
Some  of  my  expressions,  perhaps,  may  have  been 
thought  too  rough  and  unpolished  for  the  climate  of  a 
court,  but  they  flowed  purely  from  the  sincerity  £ii 
my  heart ;  and  the  freedom  of  my  writings  has  pro- 
ceeded from  my  seal  for  the  inteiest  of  my  king  and 
country. 

With  regard  to  my  adversaries,  I  will  leave  every 
impartial  reader  to  judge  whether,  even  in  private  life, 
that  man  is  not  most  to  be  depended  upon  who — ^being 
inwardly  convinced  of  the  great  and  good  qualities  of 
his  friend — never  loads  him  with  fulsome  flatteries, 
but  takes  the  honest  liberty  of  warning  him  against 
the  measures  of  those  who  are  endeavouring  to  mislead 
him.  The  case  is  much  stronger  in  public  life ;  and 
a  crown  is  beset  with  so  many  difficulties,  that  even  a 
prince  of  the  most  consummate  wisdom  is  not  always 
sufficiently  guarded  against  the  dangos  which  sur- 
round him  from  the  stratagems  of  artful  ministers, 
or  the  blunders  of  weak  ones.  Both  of  them  may  be 
equally  bad  ministers,  and  pursue  the  same  methods 
of  supporting  themselves, — by  flattering  him  into 
measures  which  tend  to  his  destruction. 

But  it  is  time  to  dmw  to  a  conclusion ;  and  I  can 
only  add,  that  if  I  were  really  engaged  in  any  design 
contrary  to  the  interests  of  the  present  establishment 
I  should  have  sat  down  contented,  and  secretly  re* 
joiced  at  the  affair  which  occasioned  this  paper  instead 
of  giving  myself  and  the  reader  so  much  trouble. 

CD. 


ANSWER  TO  THE  CRAFTSMAN.* 

Sir, — \  detest  reading  your  papers  because  I  am  not 
of  your  {jrinciples,  and  because  I  cannot  endure  to  be 

*  Kiu«  George  1I-.  and  oneen  GaroliQe  hU  ooiunrt 
t  A  miisterpieee,  in  the  dMn*t  ironical  »tyle. 


convinced.  Yet  I  was  prevailed  on  to  peruss  your 
Craftsman  of  December  the  12th,  wherein  I  discorer 
you  to  be  as  great  an  enemy  of  this  conntry  as  yon 
are  of  your  own.  Vou  are  pleased  to  reflect  on  a  pn^ 
ject  I  proposed  of  making  the  children  of  Irish  psrento 
to  be  nseftil  to  the  public  instead  of  being  burdensome ; 
and  you  venture  to  assert  that  your  own  scheme  it 
more  charitable,— ^of  not  permitting  our  popish  nadrei 
to  be  listed  in  the  serriea  of  any  foreign  prince. 

Perhaps,  sir,  you  may  not  have  beard  of  any  king* 
dom  so  unhappy  as  this,  both  in  their  imports  and  ex- 
ports. We  import  a  sort  of  goods  of  nointrimie 
value,  which  it  costs  us  above  40,000t  a-ycar  to  drai 
and  scour  and  polish,  which  altogether  do  not  yield 
one  penny  advantage ;  and  we  annually  export  above 
700,00(W:  a-^ear  in  another  kind  f^  goods,  for  whieh 
we  receive  not  one  single  farthing  in  return,  even  the 
money  paid  for  letters  sent  in  transacting  this  oon* 
merce  being  all  returned  to  England.  But  now. 
when  there  is  a  most  lucky  opportunity  offered  to  be* 
gin  a  trade  whereby  this  nation  will  save  many  thoa- 
sand  pounds  a-year,  and  England  be  a  prodigioni 
gainer,  you  are  pleased  without  a  call  officiously  snd 
maliciously  to  interpose  with  very  frivolous  argumenti. 

It  is  well  known  that,  about  sixty  years  ago,  the  ex- 
portation of  live  cattle  flrom  hence  to  England  was  of 
gteat  benefit  to  both  kingdoms  until  thatbrancbof 
traffic  was  stopped  by  an  act  of  parliament  on  ytmr 
side,  whereof  you  have  sufficient  reason  to  repent 
Upon  which  account,  when  another  act  pM^d  yoor 
parliament  forbidding  the  exportation  of  live  men  to 
any  foreign  country,  you  were  so  wise  to  put  in  s 
clause  allowing  it  to  be  done  by  his  majoty'i  per- 
mission under  his  sign  manual;  for  which,  among 
other  great  benefits  granted  to  Ireland,  we  are  infinitely 
oblig^  to  the  British  legislature.  Yet  this  very  gisoe 
and  favour  you,  Mr.  D' An  vers,  whona  we  never  dis- 
obliged, are  endeavouring  to  prevent ;  which  I  will 
take  upon  me  to  say  is  a  manifest  mark  of  your  di<p 
afiSsetion  to  his  nMJesty,  a  want  of  du^  to  the  ministry) 
a  wicked  design  it  oppressing  this  Kingdom,  and  s 
traitorous  attempt  to  lessen  the  trade  and  manufactnrei 
of  England. 

Our  truest  and  best  ally,  the  most  Christian  king,  bat 
obtained  his  majesty  s  licence,  pursuant  to  law,  to  ex* 

Esrt  from  hence  some  dionsand  bodies  of  healthy,  young, 
ving  men,  to  supply  his  Irish  regiments.  The  king 
of  Spain,  as  you  assert  yourself,  has  desired  the  wne 
civility,  and  seems  to  have  at  least  as  good  a  dain. 
Supposing  then  that  these  two  potentates  will  only  de- 
sire leave  to  carry  off  flOOO  men  between  them  to 
France  and  Spain;  then  by  computing  the  mainte- 
nance of  a  tall  nungry  Irishman  in  fooA.  and  clotbc* 
to  be  only  at  5/.  a-head,  here  will  be  30,D00iL  per  an- 
num saved  dear  to  the  nation ;  for  they  can  find  no 
other  employment  at  home,  besides  begging,  robbing, 
or  stealing.  But  if  30,000,  40,000,  or  (M,000  (which 
we  would-gladly  spare)  were  sent  on  &e  same  enand, 
what  an  immense  benefit  it  must  be  to  us !  and  if  the 
two  princes,  in  whose  service  they  wete^  ^ould  happen 
to  be  at  war  with  each  other,  how  soon  would  those 
recruits  be  destroyed !  then  what  a  number  of  friends 
would  the  pretender  lose,  and  what  a  number  of 
popish  enemies  all  true  protestants  get  rid  of!  Add 
to  this  that  then,  by  such  a  practice,  the  lands  of 
Ireland  that  want  hands  for  tillage  must  be  emnloyed 
in  grasing,  which  would  sink  the  price  of  weca,  nw 
hides,  butter,  and  tallow,  so  that  the  English  might 
have  them  at  their  own  rates ;  and  in  return  send  tn 
wheat  to  make  our  bread,  bariey  to  brew  our  drink, 
and  oats  for  our  horses,  without  any  labour  of  our  own. 
Upon  this  occasion,  I  desire  humbly  to  offisr  a  scheme, 
whicn,  in  my  opinion,  would  best  answer  the  true  in- 
terests of  bpdi  kingdoms ;  for  although  I  bear  a  roost 
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aAdiao  for  Snglind,  my  dear  native 
(oiaBT,  jec  I  cannot  deny  bat  this  noble  ialand  has  a 
p^im  IB  mj  low  and  esteem ;  nor  can  I  express 
ymmttk  Idssve  tosse  it  flourish  in  trade  and  opup 
JHot  cffto  beyond  ill  pnssnt  happy  condition. 

Tbt  psfiteble  knd  of  this  kingdom  is,  I  think, 
uidlr  oNBpalid  at  17,000,000  of  acrai,  aU  of  which 
1  pnfnr  to  hs  wholly  turned  to  grasng.  Now,  it  is 
liiod  bj  cipmcDCe  that  <me  grazier  and  hb  family 
cm  naa^  3000  acres.  Thus  16,800,000  acres  may 
bt  naaiifd  by  8400  fiunilia ;  and  the  firactiou  of 
MMrscss  will  be  moie  than  sufficient  lor  cabins, 
«UMMM»  sad  potato-gardens ;  because  it  is  to  be 
Qadsttadthstosniof  all  sorts  must  be  sent  to  us  from 
Wad. 

Thm  MOO  fiunilies  may  be  divided  among  the  four 
{nnrkCA  aoeonling  to  the  number  of  houses  in  each 
fntnxe;  tnd  Baking  the  equal  allowance  of  eight  to 
I  imij,  tb  number  oi  ixinabitauts  will  amount  to 
*^ Jdo  mk  To  tbeae^we  are  to  add  a  standing  anny 
•^^UM^tiih;  which,  together  with  their  trulls, 
<:>»  bamdi,  and  their  horse-boys,  will  by  a  gross 
fQapMbm,  fcry  near  double  the  count,  and  be  very 
"Am  far  the  defence  and  gracing  of  the  kingdom, 

*  kU  II  to  enrich  our  neighbours,  expel  popery,  and 
^  Mt  rbe  pRiendcr.  And,  lest  the  army  should 
^  ii  s  Ion  far  business,  1  think  it  would  be  very  pru* 
<flik»aip|py  tbcm  in  collecting  the  public  taxes  for 
»7n|  tboMtlffCs  and  the  civil  list 

I  utrm  ifaat  all  oar  owners  of  these  lands  should 
'&vf  oMiaai]  J  in  Bngland,  in  order  to  learn  politeness, 
trf  qoaiify  tbetnselves  for  employments ;  but,  for  fear 

irrrsaiii  tbe  natives  in  this  island,  that  an  annual 
*w«bt,  accocding  to  tiie  number  bom  every  year,  be 
iKitai  le  vkalever  place  will  bear  the  carriage,  or 
*%^JBfed  iB  the  ^^g^*"**  dominions  on  the  American 
cf«^  ss  a  screen  between  his  majesty's  English 
ft^t^di  nd  the  savage  Indians. 

1  ahne  likewise,  that  no  commodity  whatsoever  of 
"%« udoo'i  gnivth  should  be  sent  to  any  other  coun- 
*^  Qcifi  Ki^iiand,  otider  the  penalty  of  high  treason ; 
■»ifeK  iQ  the  said  commodities  shall  be  sent  in  their 
'^«1  Me;  and  the  hides  raw,  the  wool  uncombed, 
**lna(be  stub;  exccptini? only  fish,  butter,  tallow, 
^  vMmr  else  will  be  spoiled  ia  the  carriage.  On 
'^  '-wwj,  thai  no  goods  whatsoever  shall  be  im- 
?*^  t4itr  except  from  England,  under  the  same 
f^*ji  tbt  Ei^land  should  be  forced,  at  their  own 
^^  t»  «Bd  OS  over  clothes  ready  made,  as  well  as 
'"^  isd  ■nocks  to  the  soldiers  and  their  trulls ;  all 
'^  ««ida,  and  caitheuware,  and  whatever  furniture 
***  b  DBceHBry  for  the  cabins  of  grasiers ;  with  a 
*^iai  ^Qsntity  of  gin  and  other  spirits  for  those 
*^  <m  rfbrd  to  get  lirank  on  holidays. 

i«  to  tbe  civil  and  ecclesiastical  administration, 

*  '■**  1  ittft  not  yet  Ailly  considered,  1  can  say  little : 
•^7  vitb  r^prd  to  the  latter,  it  is  plain  that  the  ar- 
'  ^  ^  fVH  tithe  Ibr  sappoiting  speculative  opinions 

*  **lq|>m,  nhich  is  ao  inaopportabie  a  burden  to  all 
^  p^ntmu  and  to  most  churchmen,  will.be  very 
^•«^  kmnsd  fay  thia  expedient ;  because  dry  cattle 
^  a^eif  to  the  apiritosl  hireling,  any  more  than 
««eideasn;  so  that  the  industrious  shepherd  and 
■'vin>|  iiBj  ail  every  man  c^dcr  his  own  blackberry^ 
*-  «d  on  his  own  potatoe-lied,  whereby  this  happy 
•«M(  «ill  bscone  a  new  Arcadia. 

*  ij  bbwise  propose,  that  no  money  shall  be  used 

^Kteid  cxespt  wMi  is  made  of  leather,  which  like- 
t  w  1^  ^  coined  in  England  and  imported ;  and 
'-^  tbt  ftaas  dall  be  levied  out  of  the  commodities 
*>  ci^it  tbr  g»gl*«»H^  and  there  turned  into  money 

'  ^>  v>s|i^js  ase;  and  the  renti  to  landlords  dis- 
'4^  is  thesaasc  manner.    This  will  be  no  manner 

nwimes,  for  we  abeady  aee  it  very  practicable  to 


live  without  money  and  shall  be  more  convinced  of 
it  every  day.  But  whether  paper  shall  continue  to 
supply  that  defect,  or  whether  we  shall  bang  up  all 
those  who  profess  the  trade  of  bankers  (which  latter 
I  am  rather  inclined  to),  miut  be  left  to  the  consider* 
ation  of  wiser  pditicians. 

That  which  makes  me  more  lealously  bent  upon  this 
scheme  is  my  desire  of  living  in  amity  with  our  neigh- 
bouring brethren  ;  for  we  have  already  tried  all  other 
means  widiout  effect  to  that  blessed  end ;  and  by  the 
course  of  measures  taken  for  some  years  past  it  should 
seem  that  we  are  all  agreed  in  the  point. 

This  expedient  will  be  of  great  advantage  to  both 
kingdoms,  upon  several  accounts :  for  as  to  England, 
they  have  a  just  claim  to  the  balance  of  trade  on  their 
side  with  the  whole  world :  and  therefore  our  ancestors 
and  we  who  conquered  this  kingdom  for  them  ought, 
in  duty  and  gratitude,  to  let  them  have  the  whole  be- 
nefit of  that  conquest  to  themselves ;  especially  when 
the  cononest  was  amicably  made  without  bloodshed,  by 
stipulation  between  the  Irish  princes  and  Henry  U. ; 
by  which  they  paid  him,  indeed,  not  equal  homage  with 
what  the  electors  of  Germany  do  to  toe  emperor,  but 
very  near  the  same  that  he  did  to  the  king  of  France 
for  his  French  dominions. 

In  consequence  of  this  claim  from  England,  that 
kingtlom  may  very  reasonably  demand  the  benefit  of 
all  our  commodities  in  their  natural  growth,  to  be  ma- 
nnfactured  by  their  people,  and  a  sufficient  quantity 
of  them  for  our  use  to  be  returned  hither  fiilly  manu- 
factured. 

This,  on  the  other  side,  will  be  of  great  benefit  to  our 
inhabitants  the  graziers;  whose  time  and  labour  will  be 
too  much  taken  up  in  manuring  their  ground,  feeding 
their  cattle,  shearing  their  sheep,  and  sending  over  their 
oxen  fit  for  slaughter;  to  whicn  employments  they  are 
turned  by  nature,  as  descended  from  the  Scythians, 
whose  diet  they  are  still  so  fond  of.    So  Virgil  describes 


it> 


Bl  lac  ooncraliim  cum  mngoine  Mbit  cqnino;* 


Which,  in  English,  is  bonnyclabber  fbuttennilkl  min- 
gled with  the  blood  of  horses,  as  tliey  formerly  did 
until  about  the  beginning  of  the  last  century ;  when 
luxury  under  the  form  of  politeness  began  to  creep  in, 
they  changed  the  blood  of  horses  for  that  of  their  black 
cattle,  and  by  consequence  became  less  warlike  than 
their  ancestors. 

Although  I  proposed  that  the  army  should  be  collec- 
tors of  the  public  revenues,  yet  I  did  not  thereby  intend 
that  those  taxes  should  be  paid  in  gold  or  silver ;  but 
in  kind,  as  all  other  rent :  for  the  custom  of  tenants 
making  their  payments  in  money  is  a  new  thing  in  the 
world,  little  known  in  former  ages,  nor  general  ly  prac- 
tised in  any  Tiation  at  present,  except  this  island  and 
the  southern  parts  of  Britain.  But  to  my  great  satis- 
faction, I  forsee  better  times ;  the  ancient  manner  be- 
gins to  be  now  practised  in  many  parts  of  Connaught, 
as  well  as  in  the  county  of  Cork,  where  the  squires 
turn  tenants  to  themselves,  ^vide  so  many  cattle  to 
their  slaves,  who  are  to  provide  such  a  quantity  of  butter, 
hides,  or  t^low,  still  keeping  up  their  number  of  cattle ; 
and  carry  the  goods  to  Cork,  or  other  port  towns,  and 
then  sell  them  to  merchants.  By  which  invention 
there  is  no  such  thing  as  a  ruined  fisrmer  to  be  seen ; 
but  the  people  live  with  comfort  on  potatoes  and  bonny- 
clabber,  neither  of  which  are  vendible  commodities 
abroad. 

• *•  Fbr  drink  and  ibod. 

They  oiiz  thair  enzdled  mtik  with  honM*Uood.— Dkvdsk. 
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A  PROPOSAL 


FOR  AN  ACT    OP  PAHLIAMENT  TO  PAY  OFF  THE 
DEBT  OF  THE  NATION  WITHOUT  TAXING  THE 

SUBJECT  : 

By  which  the  number  of  landed  gentry  and  mtfaetantUl  &nnen 

wUl  be  coneidenbly  increMed,  toad  no  penoo  will  be  the 

poorer,  or  oontribule  one  farthing  to  the  charge.    173S. 

The  debts  contracted  some  years  past  for  the  serrice 
and  safety  of  the  nation  are  grown  so  great,  that  under 
our  present  distressed  condition  by  the  want  of  trade, 
the  great  remittances  to  pay  absentees,  regiments  serv- 
ing abroad,  and  many  other  drains  of  money  well 
enough  known  and  felt,  the  kingdom  seems  altogether 
unable  to  discharge  them  by  the  common  methods  of 
payment ;  and  either  a  poll  or  land-tax  would  be  too 
odious  to  think  of,  especially  the  latter ;  because  the 
lands  which  have  been  left  for  these  ten  or  dozra  years 
past  were  raised  so  high,  that  the  owner  can  at  present 
hardly  receive  any  rent  at  all.  For  it  is  the  usu^  prac- 
tice of  an  Irish  tenant,  rather  than  want  land,  to  offer 
more  for  a  farm  than  he  knows  he  can  be  ever  able  to 
pay :  and  in  that  case  he  grows  desperate,  and  pays 
nothing  at  all.  So  that  a  land-tax  upon  a  racked 
estate  would  be  a  burden  wholly  insupportable. 

The  question  would  then  lie,  bow  these  national 
debts  can  he  paid,  and  how  I  can  make  good  the 
several  particulars  of  my  proposal  j  which  I  shall  now 
lay  open  to  the  public. 

The  revenues  of  their  graces  and  lordships  the  arch- 
bishops and  bishops  of  this  kingdom  (excluding  the 
fines)  do  amount  by  a  moderate  computation  to 
36,800/.  per  annum :  I  mean  the  rents  which  the 
bishops  receive  from  their  tenants.  But  the  real  value 
of  those  lands  is,  at  a  full  rent,  taking  the  several  sees 
one  with  another,  reckoned  to  be  at  least  three-fourths 
more :  so  that  multiplying  30,800/.  by  4,  the  full  rent 
of  all  the  bishops*  lands  will  amount  to  147,200/.  per 
annum ;  from  which  subtracting  the  present  rent  re- 
ceived by  their  lordships,  that  is  36,800/.,  the  profits 
of  the  lands  received  by  the  fint  and  second  tenants 
(who  both  have  great  bargains)  will  rise  to  the  sum  of 
110,400/.  ner  annum  ;  which  lands,  if  they  were  to  be 
sold  at  22  years*  purchase,  would  raise  a  sum  of 
2,428,800/.,  reserving  to  the  bishops  their  present  rents, 
only  excluding  fines. 

Of  this  sum  I  propose  that  out  of  the  one-half,  which 
amounts  to  1,214,400/.,  so  much  be  applied  as  will  en- 
tirely discharge  the  debts  of  the  nation ;  and  the  re- 
mainder be  laid  up  in  the  treasury,  to  supply  con- 
tingencies as  well  as  to  discharge  some  of  our  heavy 
taxes,  until  the  kingdom  shall  be  in  a  better  condition. 

But,  whereas  the  present  set  of  bishops  would  be 
greater  losen  by  this  scheme  for  want  of  their  fines^ 
which  would  be  a  hard  treatment  to  such  religious, 
loyal,  and  deserving  personages;  I  have  therefore  set 
apart  the  other  half  to  supply  that  defect,  which  it  will 
more  than  sufiiciently  do. 

A  bishop's  lease  for  the  full  tern  is  reckoned  to  be 
worth  eleven  years*  purchase;  but  if  we  take  the 
bishops  round,  I  suppose  there  may  be  four  yean  of 
each  lease  elapsed ;  and  many  of  the  bishops  being 
well  stricken  in  years,  1  cannot  think  their  lives  round 
to  be  worth  more  than  seven  years'  purchase ;  so  that 
the  purchasers  may  very  well  afford  15  years*  pur- 
chase for  the  reversion,  especially  by  one  great  ad- 
ditional advantage  which  I  shall  soon  mention. 

This  sum  of  2,428,800/.  must  likewise  be  sunk  very 
considerably,  because  the  lauds  are  to  be  sold  only  at 
15  years*  purchase;  and  this  lessens  the  sum  to  about 
1,656,000/.,  of  which  I  propose  1,200,000/.  to  be 
applied  partly  for  the  payment  of  the  national  debt 
and  partly  as  a  fund  for  future  exigencies ;  and  the 
remaining  456,000/.  I  propose  as  a  fund  for  paying 
the  present  set  of  bishops  their  fines;   which  it  will 


abundantly  do,  and  a  great  part  remain  as  an  addition 
to  the  public  stuck. 

Although  the  bishops  round  do  not  in  rtality  T^ 
eeive  three  fines  a-piece,  which  take  vp  2)  ycsis,  yit  i 
allow  it  to  be  so ;  but  then  I  will  suppose  then  to 
take  but  one  year*s  rent,  in  recompense  of  giving  them 
so  large  a  term  of  life  :  and  thus  multiplyiDg  36,806/. 
by  3,  the  product  will  be  only  110,400/.,  so  that  abort 
three-fourths  will  remain  to  be  applied  tD  public  use. 

If  I  have  made  wrong  computations  I  hope  to  h» 
excused,  as  a  stranger  to  the  kingdom ;  which  I  wm 
saw  till  I  was  called  to  an  employment,  and  yet  where  I 
intend  to  pass  the  rest  of  my  days ;  but  1  took  can  to 
get  the  best  informations  I  could  and  from  the  motf 
proper  persons.  However,  the  mistakes  I  may  bave 
oeen  guilty  of  will  very  little  affect  the  main  of  m 
proposal,  although  they  shoold  cause  a  diffcrenctof 
100,000/.  more  or  less. 

These  fines  are  only  to  be  paid  to  the  bishop  daring 
his  incumbency  in  the  same  see.  If  he  change  it  for  i 
better,  the  purchasers  of  the  vacant  see  lands  are  to 
come  immediately  into  possession  of  the  see  be  iw 
left ;  and  both  the  bishop  who  is  removed  and  he  vbo 
comes  into  his  place  are  to  have  no  more  fines ;  fortbt 
removed  bishop  will  find  his  account  by  a  largv 
revenue,  and  the  other  see  will  find  candidates  enoogL 
For  the  law  maxim  will  here  have  place:  csietf 
emptor ;  I  mean  the  persons  who  succeed  may  cbooir  ' 
whether  they  will  accept  or  not.  ' 

As  to  the  purchasers,  they  will  probably  be  tenaoti 
to  the  see,  who  are  already  in  possession  and  can  ailbri 
to  give  more  than  any  other  bidder. 

I  will  further  explam  myself.  If  a  person  slreidy 
a  bishop  'be  removed  into  a  richer  see,  he  muft  br 
content  with  the  bare  revenues  without  any  fines;  aod 
so  must  be  who  comes  into  a  bishopric  vacant  by  deatli : 
and  this  will  bring  the  matter  sooner  to  beer,  which  if 
the  crown  shall  diink  fit  to  countenance  will  loon 
change  the  present  set  of  bishops,  and  conseqoentlf 
encourage  purchasers  of  their  lands.  For  example :  (f 
a  primate  should  die,  and  the  gradation  be  wiffiy 
made,  almost  the  whole  set  of  bishopa  might  be  chaogtil 
in  a  month,  each  to  his  great  advantage,  althoogb  v 
fines  were  to  be  got,  and  thereby  save  a  great  part  of 
that  sum  which  I  hare  appropriated  toward  sopplyiif 
die  deficiency  of  fines. 

I  have  valued  the  bishops*  lands  two  years*  v«t- 
chase  above  the  usual  computed  iste,  because  tbnr 
lands  will  have  a  sanction  fh>m  the  king  and  caaac\i 
in  England  and  be  confirmed  by  an  act  of  W^^' 
ment  here :  besides,  it  is  well  known,  that  biffber 
prices  are  given  every  day  for  worse  lands  at  tbe  re- 
motest distances  and  at  rack  rents,  which  I  take  to  be 
occasioned  by  want  of  trade :  when  there  are  few  bo> 
rowers  and  the  little  money  in  private  hands  Iting 
dead,  there  is  no  other  way  to  dispoae  of  it  but  iu 
buying  of  land,  which  consequently  makes  the  owven 
hold  it  so  high. 

Besides  paying  the  nation*8  debts,  tiie  sale  of  tbece 
lands  would  have  many  other  good  efl'ects  upon  tbr 
imtion.  It  will  considerably  increase  the  number  of 
gentry  where  the  bishops*  tenants  are  not  able  or 
willing  to  purchase ;  for  me  lands  will  afford  a  hundred 
gentlemen  a  good  revenue  to  each;  several  pertow 
from  England  will  probably  be  glad  to  come  over 
hither,  and  be  the  buyers,  rather  than  pve  30  year*' 
purchase  at  home,  under  the  loads  of  taxes  for  the 
public  and  the  poor  as  well  as  repairs,  by  which  meam 
much  money  may  be  brought  among  us ;  and  probabW 
aome  of  the  purchasers  themselves  may  be  content  to 
live  cheap  in  a  worse  couutrv  rather  than  be  at  tbe 
charge  of  exchange  and  agencies ;  and  perhaps  of  noo- 
solvencies  in  absence,  if  Uiey  let  their  lands  too  higb> 
J\a§  proposal  will  also  multiply  farmers,  when  the 
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pudbm  vill  bava  Uadt  in  their  own  pover  to  giy t 
iu<'f  ad  mtf  l«aMt  to  indiutriouf  husbuidmen. 

I  km  alinrwl  iomc  biaboprict  of  equal  incoine  to 
W  d  nm  at  Urn  valut  to  the  pnidiaier,  acoording 
« Iky  ait  drcanftmcacl.  For  imtanoe^  th«  land*  of 
*>  pnBicj  and  nme  other  atm  ara  let  ao  low  that 
1^7  bvdUj  pay  a  fifth  penny  of  the  real  yalue  to  the 
ij^  Bid  then  the  finei  are  the  greater.  On  the 
tMJarf,  dw  leei  of  Mcath  and  Clonfert  conaiating  aa 
I  KB  ^d  nach  of  tithea,  thoae  tithea  are  annually  let 
i>  te  tonoto  without  any  fines.    So  the  aee  of  Dublin 


■  aid  IB  htTC  mauT  Ibe-fanna  which  pay  no  finea ; 
wiantkaaea  for  Uvea  which  pay  Tery  little^  and 
M  ID  MO  nor  80  duly. 

I  onDot  bot  be  ooufldent  that  their  gracca  my  lorda 
t»  aitbiMhopi  and  my  lorda  the  biahopa  will  heartily 
^umibspnpoaa],  oat  of  giatitude  to  hia  late  and 
(T-vrjt  n^iity,  the  beat  of  kinga  who  have  beatowed 
o rtamiQ^ bigh  and  opulent  atationa :  aa  well  aa  in 
pi«7  ki  tki  anotry,  which  ia  now  become  their  own ; 
vk'wi'r  t^f  will  he  inatrumental  toward  paying  the 
Mf.fi'i  del*  without  impoTeriahing  themaelvea ;  enrich 

•  huM  gcDtlenicn,  aa  well  aa  free  them  from  depen- 
>a,7:  Hid  Uiaa  remove  that  earj  which  ia  apt  to  fall 
^»  tkm  giacca  and  lordahipa,  from  conaiderable 
MUi  vboai  birth  and  fortunea  rather  qualify  them  to 

•  ivds  of  Buoia  than  aerrile  dependenta  upon 
'^'ittam,  howeftg  dignified  or  diatinguiahed. 

i/1  io  DoC  flatter  myself,  there  could  not  be  any 
h»  aavpupolv  than  this.  For  the  immediate  tenanta 
«  M^  bciag  aome  of  them  peraona  of  quality  and 
^^taio^  and  mote  of  them  grown  up  to  be  gentle- 
>■  ^  the  pofits  of  theae  werw  leaaea  under  a  sue* 
«■•«)  fif  bidbopBy  think  it  a  disgrace  to  be  subject 
m\  to  nail  aadi  fines  at  the  pleasure  of  their  landlords. 
7m  ifcc  balk  of  the  tenantSy  especially  the  diaseuters, 
•s  tt»  oar  tzue  loyal  protestant  brethren,  look  upon  it 
^imm  nmetural  and  iniquitous  thing  that  bishops 
•-«•>!  W  ovmn  of  land  at  all  (wherein  I  beg  to 
tfrlna  them),  being  a  point  so  contrary  to  the 
fBTjrv  of  the  anostlesy  whose  sucoeasora  they  are 
*'**rt  ta  be;  ana  who,  although  they  were  contented 
'^  jsd  iboQld  be  aold  for  the  common  oae  of  the 
^""^(^  jn.  would  not  buy  it  themaelTCSy  but  had  it 
'^^•tefaet  to  be  distributed  to  poor  proaelytea. 

1  «U  aii  one  word  more ;  that  by  such  a  whole- 
■w  OS  «Q  the  oppreaaaona  felt  by  under-tenanta  of 
^^  laH%  which  are  now  laid  on  the  biahopa,  would 
^-'^j  U  prercoled,  by  their  giaeea  and  lordahipa 
''"^-'Df  to  hasw  their  landa  aold  for  payment  of  the 
***  •  ifte ;  icaerving  only  the  preaeut  rent  for  their 
-  "^  ^^ftdni  and  honourable  auppart. 

'  kr  law  to  add  one  particular ;  that  when  heada 
'  >  tu  ,'ai  1  find  the  style  runs  ia  this  kingdom^  shall 

•  ttv4|tt  ^  lot  forming  this  proposal  into  a  law,  I 

*  -i  u«mUy  offer  that  there  might  be  a  power  given 
^i«7  hktbt^  except  those  who  reside  in  Dublin,  for 
^*  •<  ST  lOi)  aocs  ofprofitable  land  that  lies  nearest  his 
^^  ■  a  (Iffiaiiii  for  the  oonveoience  of  his  fiunily. 

i  ■saw  T«y  wcU  that  this  scheme  has  been  much 
^•^  4^  (at  soaae  time  paat,  and  is  in  the  thoughta  of 
^•7  pMvifliB;  neidia-  was  it  properly  mine,  although  1 
h.  Skilly  taco  it  wboi  it  was  nrst  communicated  tome. 

^^^-aefh  I  am  almost  a  perfect  atrangcr  in  thia 
*-^"s«  JH  muem  I  have  aooeptcd  an  employment  here 
'  "^»  coaaeqoowe  aa  well  as  profit,  I  cannot  but 
Wi  »yif|f  a  duly  bound  to  conault  the  intereat  of 
^^  asMug  whom  I  have  been  so  well  received. 
^  tf  I  can  be  any  way  iiMtrumental  toward  con* 
'  "-.tx^  ts  ledoee  thaa  excellent  propoaal  into  a  law 
' '  «*«  btsQf  not  in  the  least  ii\jurions  to  England 
••«  1  «B  emfidcvt  meet  with  no  opposition  from  that 
' '  ttf  liiimi  endeavours  to  serve  this  church  and 
«  r^m  will  be  wdtt  rewarded. 


AN  EXAMINATION 

OF  CERTAIN  ABUSES,  CORRUPTIONS,  AND 

ENORMITIES, 

IN  TUS  CITY  OF  DUBUM.      1733. 


Notbing  is  held  more  commendable  in  all  great 
cities,  especially  the  metropolis  of  a  kingdom,  than  what 
the  French  call  the  police ;  by  which  word  is  meant 
the  government  thereof,  to  prevent  the  many  disorders 
occasioned  by  great  numbos  of  people  and  carriages, 
especially  through  narrow  streets.  In  this  government 
our  famous  city  of  Dublin  is  said  to  be  very  defective 
and  universally  complained  of.  Many  wholeaome 
laws  have  been  enacted  to  ooxrect  thoae  abuaea,  but  are 
ill  executed ;  and  many  more  are  wanting ;  which  I 
hope  the  united  wisdom  of  the  nation  (whereof  ao  many 
good  efiects  have  already  appeared  thia  aeaaion)  will 
aoon  take  into  their  profound  consideration. 

As  I  have  been  always  watchful  over  the  good  of 
mine  own  country,  and  particularly  that  of  our  re- 
nowned city,  where  (absii  invidia)  1  had  the  honour  to 
draw  my  first  breath,  I  cannot  have  a  minute's  ease 
or  patience,  to  forbear  enumerating  some  of  the  greatest 
enormities,  abuses,  and  corruptions,  spread  almost 
through  every  part  of  Dublin,  and  proposing  auch 
remediea  aa  I  hope  the  legialature  will  approve  of. 

The  narrow  compaas  to  which  I  have  confined  myaelf 
in  thia  paper  will  allow  me  only  to  touch  the  most 
important  defecti^  and  auch  aa  I  think  aeem  to  require 
the  moat  speedy  redreaa. 

And  first ;  perhapa  there  waa  never  known  a  wiaer 
institution  than  that  of  allowing  -certain  peraona  of  botli 
■exes,  in  large  and  populous  cities,  to  cry  through  the 
streets  many  neceaaariea  of  life.  It  would  be  endleas 
to  recount  the  conveniences  which  our  city  enjoya  by 
thia  uaeful  invention ;  and  particularly  atrangera,  forced 
hither  by  buaineaa,  who  reaide  here  but  a  abort  time ; 
for  theae,  having  usually  but  little  money  and  being 
wholly  ignorant  of  the  town,  might  at  an  easy  price 
purchase  a  tolerable  dinner,  if  the  several  crieis  would 
pronounce  the  namea  of  the  gooda  they  have  to  aell  in 
any  tolerable  language.  And  therefore,  until  our  law- 
makera  ahall  think  it  proper  to  interpoae  ao  far  aa  to 
make  thoae  tradera  pronounce  their  worda  in  auch 
tenna  that  a  plain  coriatian  hearer  may  comprehend 
what  ia  cried,  I  would  adviae  all  new-comera  to  look 
out  at  their  garret  windowa,  and  there  aee  whether  the 
thing  that  ia  cried  be  tripea  or  flummery,  butter-milk 
or  cow-heela.  For  aa  thinga  are  now  managed,  how 
ia  it  poaaible  for  an  lionest  countryman  juat  arriTed  to 
find  out  what  ia  meant,  for  inatance,  by  the  following 
worda,  with  which  his  eara  are  conatantly  stunned  twice 
a-day,  "  Mugs,  jugs,  and  porringers,  up  in  the  garret, 
and  down  in  the  cellar!'*  I  say,  how  is  it  possible  for 
any  stranger  to  understand  that  thia  jargon  la  meant  aa 
an  invitation  to  buy  a  farthing  a  worth  of  milk  for  hia 
breakfaat  or  aupper,  unless  lus  curiosity  draws  him  to 
the  window  or  until  his  landlady  shall  inform  him  t 
I  produce  this  only  as  one  instance  among  100  much 
worae ;  I  mean  where  the  words  make  a  sound  wholly 
inarticulate,  which  gives  ao  much  diaturhance  and  ao 
little  information. 

The  affirmation  aolemnly  made  in  the  cry  of  herringa 
ia  directly  against  all  truth  and  probability ;  ^  Herrings 
alive,  alive  here !''  The  yery  proverb  wiU  conyince  us 
of  this ;  for  what  is  more  frequent  in  ordinary  speech 
than  to  say  of  some  neighbour  for  whom  the  passing- 
bell  rings,  that  he  is  dead  as  a  herrinw  ?  And  pray  how 
ia  it  possible  that  a  herring  which,  as  philoaophcrs 
observe,  cannot  live  longer  than  one  minute  three 
seconds  and  a  half  out  of  water,  ahould  bear  a  yoyage 
in  open  boats  from  Howth  to  Dublin,  be  tosaed  into  20 
hauoa,  and  preserve  its  life  in  aieyea  for  aeveral  houral 
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Nay,  we  hAve  witnencs  r^adj  to  produce  tbat  many 
thousands  of  these  herrings,  so  impudently  asserted  to 
be  alive,  have  been  a  day  and  a  night  upon  dry  land. 
But  this  is  not  the  wont.  What  can  we  think  of  those 
impious  wretches  who  dare  in  the  &oe  of  the  sun 
vouch  the  very  same  affirmative  of  their  salmon,  and 
cry,  **  Salmon  alive,  alive !"  whereas,  if  you  call  tlte 
woman  who  cries  it,  she  is  not  ashamed  to  turn  back 
her  mantle  and  show  you  this  individual  salmon  cut 
into  a  doien  pieces?  I  have  given  good  advice  to 
these  infamous  disgracefs  of  their  sex  and  calling  with- 
out the  least  appearance  of  remorse,  and  fully  against 
the  conviction  of  their  own  consciences;  I  have  men- 
tioned this  grievance  to  several  of  our  parish  ministere, 
but  all  in  vain ;  so  that  it  must  continue  until  the 
government  shall  think  fit  to  interpose. 

There  is  another  cry  which  from  the  strictest  obser- 
vation I  can  make  appeara  to  be  very  modem,  and  it 
is  that  of  sweethearts  ;^  and  is  plainly  intended  for  a 
reflection  upon  the  female  sex,  as  if  there  were  at 
present  so  great  a  dearth  of  lovers  that  the  women,  in- 
stead of  receiving  presenti  from  men,  were  now  forced 
to  offer  money  to  purchase  sweetheails.  Neither  am  I 
sure  that  this  cry  does  not  glance  at  some  disaflectimi 
against  the  government ;  insinuating  that  while  so  many 
of  our  troops  are  engaged  in  foreign  service,  and  such 
a  great  number  of  our  gallant  officers  constantly  reside 
in  England,  the  ladies  are  forced  to  take  up  with 
parsons  and  attorneys ;  but  this  is  a  roost  unjust  reflec- 
tion, as  may  soon  be  proved  by  any  person  who  fre- 
quents the  castle,  our  public  walks,  our  balls,  and 
assemblies ;  where  the  crowds  of  toupees  *>  were  never 
known  to  swarm  as  they  do  at  pesent. 

There  is  a  cry  peculiar  to  this  city  which  1  do  not 
remember  to  have  been  used  in  London,  or  at  leaat  not 
in  the  same  terms  tbat  it  haS'  been  practised  by  both 
parties  during  each  of  their  power,  but  very  unjustly  by 
the  Tories.  While  these  were  at  the  helm  they  grew 
daily  more  and  more  impatient  to  put  all  true  Whigs 
and  Hanoverians  out  of  employments :  to  effect  which 
they  hired  certain  ordinary  fellows  with  large  baskets 
on  their  shoulders,  to  call  aloud  at  every  house,  "  Dirt 
to  carry  out ;''  giving  that  denomination  to  our  whole 
party ;  as  if  they  wo^d  signify  that  the  kingdom  could 
never  be  cleansed  until  we  were  swept  from  the  earth 
like  rubbish.  But  since  that  happy  lum  of  times  when 
we  were  so  miraculously  preserved,  by  just  an  inch, 
from  popery,  slavery,  massacre,  and  the  pretender,  I 
must  own  it  is  prudence  in  us  still  to  go  on  with  the 
same  cry;  whicn  has  ever  since  been  so  effectually 
observed,  that  tlie  true  political  dirt  is  wholly  removed 
and  thrown  on  its  proper  dunghills,  there  to  corrupt 
and  be  no  more  heard  of. 

But  to  proceed  to  other  enormities.  Every  person 
who  walks  the  streets  must  needs  observe  an  immense 
Dumlier  of  human  excrements  at  the  doors  and  steps 
of  waste  houses  and  at  the  sides  of  every  dead  wall; 
for  which  the  disaffected  party  haa  assigned  a  very 
false  and  malicious  cause :  they  would  have  it  that 
these  heaps  were  laid  there  privately  by  British  funda- 
ments to  make  the  world  believe  that  our  Irish  vulgar 
do  daily  eat  and  drink;  and  consequently  that  the 
clamour  of  poverty  among  us  must  be  false,  proceeding 
only  from  Jacobites  and  papists.  They  would  confirm 
this  by  pretending  to  observe  tbat  a  British  anus  being 
more  narrowly  perforated  than  one  of  our  own  country, 
and  many  of  these  excrements  upon  a  strict  view 
appearing  copple  crowned,  with  a  point  like  a  cone  or 
pymmid,  are  easily  distinguished  from  the  Hibernian, 
which  lie  much  flatter  and  with  less  continuity.  I 
communicated  this  conjecture  to  an  eminent  physician 

I  *  A  aoft  of  siigar-«akea  la  ihe  shape  of  h««rta. 

^  A  new  name  for  a  moden  periwig  with  a  long  blsek  tail, 
and  for  its  owner,  (k«liioDable  in  the  yeer  1783. 


who  If  well  versed  in  such  profoand  speculatieM^  snd 
at  my  request  was  pleased  to  make  trial  with  esicb  oC 
his  fingers,  by  fehruatiDg  them  into  the  anus  of  itvenl 
persons  of  both  nations,  and  professed  he  could  findoo 
such  difference  between  ihem  as  those  ill-dispoied'peo- 
pie  allege.  On  the  contrary,  he  assured  me  that 
much  the  greater  number  of  narrow  cavities  woe  of 
Hibernian  origin.  This  I  only  mention  to  show  bov 
ready  the  Jacobites  are  to  lay  hold  of  any  handle  t» 
express  their  malice  against  tiie  government  1  bad 
almost  forgot  to  add  that  my  friend  the  physician  coold 
by  smelling  each  finger  distinguish  the  Hibenaa 
excrement  from  the  &itish,  and  was  not  above  twice 
mistaken  in  a  hundred  eaperiments;  upon  wkiebbi 
intends  very  soon  to  publish  a  learned  diesertatian. 

There  is  a  diversion  in  this  city,  which  omsUy 
begins  among  the  butcheis,  but  it  ia  often  coDtimwdby 
a  succession  of  other  people  through  many  streeti;  it  ii 
called  the  COSSING  of  a  dog;  and  I  may  jiMtly 
number  it  among  our  corruptions.  The  oeremeny  ii 
thus :  A  strange  dog  happens  to  pass  through  a  fledi- 
market;  whereupon  an  expert  butcher  imBtedittdf 
cries  in  a  loud  voice  and  the  proper  tone,  Com,  em, 
sev^al  ,times.  The  same  woid  ia  repeated  by  the 
people.'  The  dog,  who  perfectly  understands  the  tcrM 
of  the  art,  and  consequently  the  danger  he  is  in,  iome' 
diately  flies«  The  people  and  even  hie  own  biotber 
animals  pursue :  the  pursuit  and  cry  attend  bim  ps^ 
haps  half  a  mile ;  he  is  well  worried  in  his  fligbt,  lod 
sometimes  hardly  escapes.  This  our  ill-wishen  of  tbt 
Jaoobite  kind  are  pleased  to  call  a  penecutioo;  sod 
affirm  that  it  always  frOls  upon  doga  of  the  Tory  pin- 
ciple.  But  we  can  defend  ourselvea  by  justlv  sUeging 
that  when  they  were  uppermost  they  treated  ooz  dofi 
fully  as  inhiimanly.  As  to  my  own  part  who  bsve  io 
former  times  often  attended  these  processions,  sltbosgk 
I  can  very  well  distinguish  between  a  Whig  and  aTwy 
dog,  yet  I  never  oatried  my  resentnsent  very  far  dm 
a  party  principle,  exoept  it  were  against  certain  bm^* 
cious  do0B  who  most  discover  their  enmity  agtinst  uf 
in  the  worst  of  times.  And  I  remember  too  well  tbii 
in  the  wicked  ministry  of  the  earl  of  Oxford  a  lai|* 
mastiff  of  our  party,  being  unmereifully  cosied,  tn 
without  thinking  between  my  lege  as  I  was  eoiaini 
up  FishamUe-etreet ;  and  as  I  am  of  low  stature,  f  ia 
very  short  legs,  bore  me  riding  backward  down  the  bill 
for  above  two  hundred  yardls:  and  although  I  mede 
use  of  his  tail  for  a  bridle,  holding  it  fast  with  both 
my  hands,  and  clung  my  l^s  as  close  to  his  sidei  a»  I 
could,  yet  we  both  came  down  together  into  tbemiddk 
of  the  kennel,  where,  af^^er  rolling  three  or  four  tiv* 
over  each  other,  I  got  up  with  much  ado  amid  tbf 
shouts  and  husxas  of  a  thousand  malicious  Jaoobitei* 
I  cannot  indeed  but  gratefully  acknowledge^  that  f« 
this  and  many  other  services  and  sufferings*  1  btre 
been  since  more  than  overpaid. 

This  adventure  may,  perhape,  haTe  put  me  out » 
love  with  the  adventure  of  cossing,  which  I  confes 
myself  an  enemy  to  unless  we  could  always  be  luie « 
distinguishing  Tory  dogs ;  whereof  great  numbos  bav« 
since  been  so  prudent  aa  entirely  to  change  their  pnn* 
ciples  and  are  justly  esteemed  the  best  worriers  of  tbeir 
former  friends. 

I  am  assured  and  partly  know  that  all  thechimiM?' 
sweepers'  boys,  where  members  of  parliament  cbi<v; 
lodge,  are  hired  by  our  enemies  to  sKulk  in  the  tope  of 
chimneys,  with  meir  heads  no  higher  than  will  j^ 
permit  them  to  look  round ;  and  at  the  ueual  houft 
when  members  are  going  to  the  house,  if  they  see  acoacb 
stand  near  the  lodging  of  any  loyal  member,  they  cv| 
coach,  coach,  as  U)ud  as  they  can  bawl,  juststli* 
instant  when  the  footman  begins  to  give  the  same  csU* 
And  this  is  chiefly  done  on  thoae  days  when  any  po)D' 
■  8m  the  apology  tbr  the  Tale  of  a  Tub. 
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of  uafMilauuB  is  to  be  debated.  Thie  iinctioemaj be 
of  raj  dgagerom  eoawqaeoce;  fbr  tbese  haj9  are  all 
hind  bj  cnemiei  to  the  gOTemment;  aiid  tbut  by  the 
tbanee  of  a  few  memben  for  a  few  minutfli  a  ques- 
tion may  be  eaoied  agatnet  tbe  tme  interest  of  tbe 
kingdom,  and  verj  probably  not  withoot  an  eye  toward 
lae  pretflodcr* 

I  bave  net  observed  tbe  wit  and  fancy  of  diis  town 
so  nuieb  onployed  in  any  one  article  as  that  of  contrir* 
iof  varietT  of  eigns  to  bang  oiver  bonses  where  punch 
is  to  be  sdhL  The  bowl  is  lepmented  fall  of  punch ; 
die  ladle  stands  ereot  in  the  middle,  supnortea  seme- 
tinses  by  one  and  sometinies  by  two  animals,  whose 
fcet  tost  wpott  the  edge  of  the  bowl.  These  animali 
see  one  black  lion,  and  sometimes  a  couple ; 
a  siDgleeagle,  and  sometimes  a  spread  one ; 
often  meet  a  crow,  a  swan,  a  bear,  or  a  cock,  in 
tbe  ciase  postuRb 

Now  I  cannot  find  how  any  of  these  animals,  either 

m  eonjonetion,  are  properly  speaking  fit 

blems  or  embnlisbments  to  advance  me  sale  of 

poDck     Blesides^  it  is  agreed  among  natundisti,  that 

no  bmto  ean  endore  tbe  taste  of  strong  liquor,  except 

wbsK  be  bne  been  used  to  it  from  his  inikncy  $  and 

censequently  it  is  against  all  the  rules  of  bierogljrpb 

to  aaqgntboee  anfanalsas  patrons  or  proteotois  of  punch. 

Fbr  in  that  ease  we  ought  to  suppose  that  the  boot  keeps 

always  ready  die  real  bird  or  beast,  whereof  the  pictura 

kaags  wrer  bk  door,  to  entertain  his  guests;  which 

bowffTcr  to  my  knowledge,  is  not  true  in  ^t ;  not  one 

ef  those  birds  being  a  proper  companion  for  a  Chris- 

tiaa,  as  to  aidiiig  and  assisting  in  making  the  punch. 

F«r  as  they  are  drawn  upon  the  sign,  they  are  much 

aMH  Hkeiy  to  mute  or  shed  their  feathers  into  the 

Kqeor.     Tken  aa  to  the  bear,  be  is  too  terrible,  awk- 

waid,  and  alorenly  a  companion  to  coorerse  with; 

anther  ate  any  of  tfaem  at  all  handy  enough  to  fill 

liqaor  to  Ifae  company.      I  do  therdbre  vehemently 

sQipscta  plot  inleoded  against  die  gowmment  by  these 

devices.    For  altfaoagh  &ie  spread  eagle  be  tbe  armsof 

Geimaiy,  npon  which  account  it  may  posnbly  be  a 

ImM  proteelant  sign,  yet  I,  who  am  very  sospicioos  of 

in  a  matter  which  so  nearly  concerns  our 

bat  call  to  mind  that  the  pretender*s 

wilh  is  sssA  to  be  of  German  birth ;  and  that  many 

pBpiafc  arinees  in  so  vastanextent  of  land  are  reported 

to  excel  botfi  at  making  and  drinking  punch :  besides, 

it  is  plaia  tbat  the  sprnd  eagle  exhibits  to  us  the  per^ 

lert  figme  of  a  cross,  which  is  a  badge  of  popery. 

Thtm  as  to  the  cock,  be  is  well  known  to  represent  the 

nation,  our  old  and  dangerous  enemy.    The 

of  necessity  eover  the  entire  bowl  with 

htf  wings,  ean  be  no  other  than  the  Spaniard,  who 

eodcavoon  to  engross  all  the  treasures  of  the  Indies  to 

huMelf.     Tba  lion  is,  indeed,  the  common  emblem  of 

royal  power,  as  well  as  the  aims  of  England ;  but  to 

paint  him  black  is  perfect  Jacobitism  and  a  manifest 

type  of  diose  who  blacken  tbe  actions  of  the  best  princes. 

It  is  not  easy  to  diotingulib  whether  that  other  fowl 

peiDtcd  ever  the  pnnoh-bowl  bea  crow  or  a  raven.     It 

a  fme  tfaey  have  both  been  ominous  birds:    bat  I 

father  take  it  to  be  the  former;  because  it  is  tbe  dis- 

pvitien  of  a  ciow  to  pick  out  the  eyes  of  other  creatures, 

ul  often  even  of  Cnriatians  after  they  are  dead ;  and 

is  tfawafase  diaau  here  with  a  design  to  put  tbe  Jacobites 

■  mmd  of  their  old  practice,  first  to  lull  us  asleep, 

•'vfaicb  is  an  emblem  of  deathV  and  then  to  blind  our 

eyea,  dmi  we  may  not  see  their  dangerous  practices 

sgaiast  tbe  ittle. 

To  speak  my  nrivate  opinion!  the  least  offensive 
ptctore  in  the  whole  set  seems  tu  be  the  bear,  because 
he  npisaeuls  mrm  maff  or  the  great  bear,  who  presides 
OMr  tbe  north,  wfane  die  refimnation  first  began ;  and 
which  next  to  Britain  (iadading  Scotland  and  the 


■oith  of  Ireland)  is  the  gveat  protector  of  tbe  trae  pro- 
festsnt  religion.  But  however  in  thoee  signs  where  X 
obaerve  the  bear  to  be  chained,  I  cannot  help  surmising 
a  Jacobite  contrivance,  by  which  these  traitors  hint  an 
earnest  desire  of  using  all  tme  Whigs  as  their  predeces- 
sors did  the  primitive  christians ;  I  mean,  to  represent 
'  us  as  beats  and  dien  halloo  their  Tory  dogs  to  bait  us 
to  death. 

Thus  I  have  given  a  ftir  aocoant  of  what  I  disHke 
in  all  the  signs  set  over  thoee  hnnses  tbat  invite  us  to 
punch.  I  own  it  was  a  matter  tbat  did  not  need  ex- 
plaining, being  so  very  obvious  to  common  nnderstand> 
mgs ;  yet  I  know  not  how  it  happens,  but  metbinks 
there  seems  a  fiutal  blindness  to  overspread  our  corporeal 
eyes  as  well  as  our  intellectual ;  and  I  heartily  wish  I 
may  be  found  a  iklse  prophet ;  for  these  are  not  bare 
suspicions  but  manifest  demonstrations. 

Tlwrefore  away  with  tbeee  popish,  jacobitish,  and 
idolatrous  gewgaws.  And  I  heartily  wish  a  law  were 
enacted  under  severe  penalties  against  drinking  punch 
at  all ;  for  nothing  is  easier  than  to  prove  it  a  disaffected 
liquor ;  the  diief  ingredients,  which  are  brandy,  oranges. 
and  lemons,  are  ^l  sent  us  flvm  popish  countries ;  ana 
nothing  remains  of  |MOtestant  growth  but  sugar  and 
water.  For  as  to  biscoit,  which  fbrmerly  was  held  a 
necessary  ingredient,  and  is  truly  Britidi,  we  find  it 
entirely  rejected. 

But  I  will  put  tbe  troth  of  my  assertion  past  all 
donbt ;  I  mean  tbat  this  liquor  is  by  one  important 
innovation  grown  of  ill  example  and  dangerous  conse- 
quence to  die  public.  It  is  well  known  tbat  by  the 
true  original  institution  is^  making  punch,  left  us  by 
captain  Ratclifle,  the  sharpness  is  only  occasioned  by 
the  juice  of  lemons,  and  so  continued  until  after  the 
happy  Revolution.  Oranges,  alas !  are  a  mere  inno- 
vation, and  in  a  manner  but  of  yesterday.  It  was  tbe 
politics  of  Jacobites  to  introduce  them  gradually,— and 
to  what  intent  f  The  thing  speaks  itself.  It  was  cun- 
ningly to  show  their  virulence  against  his  sacred  majesty, 
king  William,  of  ever^glorious  and  immortal  memory. 
But  of  late  (to  show  how  fast  disloyalty  increases)  they 
came  from  one  or  two  and  then  to  three  oranges ;  nay, 
at  present  we  often  find  punch  made  all  witib  oranges 
anu  not  one  single  lemon.  For  the  Jacobites  befbre 
the  death  of  tbat  immortal  prince  had  by  a  supersti- 
tion formed  a  private  prayer  that  as  diey  squeezed 
the  orange  so  might  diat  protestant  king  be  soueeted 
to  death ;  according  to  the  known  sorcery  descrmed  by 
Virgil: 

LimoA  v\  hie  duRselt.  «t  hae  nt  om  Uqaesdt,  Sec. 

Ed.  viU.  80. 

And  thus  the  Romans  when  they  sacrificed '  an  ox 
used  this  kind  of  prayer :  <'  As  I  knock  down  this  ox 
so  may  thou,  O  Jupiter,  knock  down  our  enemies.'*  In 
like  manner,  after  king  William's  death,  whenever  a 
Jacobite  squeeted  an  orange,  he  had  a  mental  cune 
upon  the  glorious  memory  and  a  hearty  wish  for  power 
to  sqneese  all  his  majesty's  ftiends  to  death  as  be 
squeesed  that  orange,  which  bore  one  of  bis  titles,  as  he 
was  prince  of  Orange.  This  I  do  aflirm  for  tratfa, 
many  of  that  fhction  having  conftssed  it  to  me  under 
an  oath  of  secrecy ;  which  however  I  thought  it  my 
duty  not  to  keep  when  I  saw  my  dear  country  in 
danger.  But  what  better  can  be  expected  from  an  in- 
famous set  of  men,  who  never  scruple  to  drink  eon/u- 
tion  to  all  true  nrotestants  under  the  name  of  Whigs f 
— a  most  anchnstian  and  inhuman  practice ;  which  to 
our  great  honour  and  comfort  was  never  charged  upon 
us  even  by  our  most  malicious  detractors. 

The  sign  of  two  angels  hovering  in  the  air,  and  with 

their  right  bands  supporting  a  crown,  is  met  with  in 

sevoal  parti  of  this  city  and  has  often  given  me  great 

ofience ;  for  whether  by  the  uuskil fulness  or  dangerous 

I  principles  of  the  painten  (although  1  have  good  reasona 
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to  tiupect  the  latter),  those  angeli  are  neiially  drawn 
with  luch  horrid  or  indeed  radier  diabolical  counte- 
naiicee  that  they  give  great  offence  to  every  loyal  "eye, 
and  equal  caiue  of  triumph  to  the  jacobite,  being  a 
most  infamous  reflection  upon  our  able  and  excellent 
minUtry. 

I  now  return  to  that  great  enormity  of  our  city  cries ; 
most  of  which  we  have  borrowed  from  London.  1  shall 
consider  them  only  in  a  political  view  as  they  nearly 
affect  the  peace  and  safety  of  both  kingdoms;  and 
having  been  originally  contrived  by  wicked  Machiavels 
to  bring  in  popery,  slavery,  and  arbitrary  power,  by 
defeating  the  protestant  succession  and  introducing  the 
pretender,  ongnt  in  justice  to  be  here  laid  open  to  the 
world. 

About  two  or  three  months  after  the  happy  Revolu- 
tion all  persons  who  possessed  any  employment  or  office 
in  church  or  state  were  obliged  by  an  act  of  parlia- 
ment to  take  the  oaths  to  king  William  and  queen 
Mary ;  and  a  great  number  of  disaffected  persons  re- 
fusing to  take  the  said  oaths  from  a  pretendied  scruple 
of  conscience,  but  really  from  a  spirit  of  popery  and 
lebellioD,  they  contrived  a  plot  to  make  the  swearing 
to  those  princes  odious  in  the  eyes  of  the  people.  To 
this  end  they  hired  certain  women  of  ill  fame,  but  loud, 
shrill  voices,  under  the  pretence  of  selling  fish,  to  go 
through  the  streets  with  sieves  on  their  heads,  and 
cry  "  Buy  my  soul,  buy  my  soul ;"  plainly  insinuating 
that  all  those  who  swore  to  king  William  were  just 
ready  to  sell  their  souls  for  an  employment.  This  cry 
was  revived  at  the  death  of  queen  Amie,  and  I  hear 
still  continues  in  London  with  much  offence  to  all  true 
protestants,  but  to  our  great  happiness  seems  to  be 
almost  dropped  in  Dublin. 

But  because  I  altogether  contemn  the  displeasure  and 
resentment  of  highfliers,  Tories,  and  Jacobites,  whom  I 
look  upon  to  be  worse  even  than  professed  papists,  I  do 
here  declare  that  those  evils  which  I  am  gomg  to  men- 
tion were  all  brought  in  upon  us  in  the  wont  of  times 
under  the  late  earl  of  Oxford*s  administration  during 
the  four  last  years  of  queen  Anne's  reign.  That 
wicked  minister  was  universally  known  to  be  a  papist 
in  his  heart.  He  was  of  a  most  avariciotts  nature ;  and 
u  said  to  have  died  worth  4,000,000/.  sterling,*  beside 
hie  vast  expense  in  building,  statues,  plate,  jewels,  and 
other  costly  rarities.  He  was  of  a  mean,  obscure  birth, 
from  the  very  dregs  of  the  people ;  and  so  illiterate  that 
he  could  hardly  read  a  paper  at  the  council-table.  I 
forbear  to  touch  on  his  open,  profane,  profligate  life, 
because  I  desire  not  to  rake  into  the  ashes  of  the  dead ; 
and  therefore  I  shall  observe  this  wise  maxim,  De 
mortuit  nii  ni$i  bottmm. 

This  flagitious  man,  in  order  to  compass  his  black 
designs,  employed  certain  wicked  instruments  (which 
great  statesmen  are  never  without)  to  adapt  several 
London  cries  in  such  a  manner  as  would  best  answer 
his  ends.  And  whereaa  it  was  upon  good  grounds 
grievously  suspected  that  all  places  at  court  were  sold 
to  the  highest  oidder,  certain  women  were  employed  by 
his  emissaries  to  carry  fish  in  baskets  oo  their  heads, 
and  bawl  through  the  streets,  *'  Buy  my  f^wsh  places!'* 
I  must  indeed  own  that  odier  women  used  the  same  cry 
who  were  innocent  of  this  wicked  design,  and  really  sold 
fish  ni  that  denomination  to  get  an  honest  livelihood ; 
but  the  rest,  who  were  in  the  secret,  although  they 
carried  fish  in  their  sieves  or  baskets  to  save  appearanoes, 
yet  they  had  likewise  a  certain  sign,  somewhat  resem- 
bling that  of  the  freemas^^ns,  whioh  the  purchasers  of 
places  knew  well  enough,  and  were  dixected  by  the 
women  whither  they  were  to  resort  and  make  their 
purehase.  And  I  remember  very  well  how  oddly  it 
looked  when    we    observed    many   gentlemen  finely 

*  The  author's  metBing  b  itut  contrary  to  the  literal 
In  the  flhanelrr  of  lord  OxfJonL 


dressed,  about  the  court  end  of  the  town,  and  as  fhr  as 
York  Buildings,  where  the  lord-treasurer  Oxford  dwelt, 
calling  the  women  who  cried  '*  Buy  my  fresh  places!*' 
and  tidkiog  to  them  in  the  coner  Of  a  street  until  they 
understood  each  other^s  sign.  But  we  never  could  ob> 
serve  that  any  fish  was  bought. 

Some  yean  before  the  cries  last  mentioned  tbe  duke 
of  Savoy  was  reported  to  have  made  certain  overtures  1o 
the  court  of  England  for  admitting  his  ddest  son  by 
the  duchess  of  Orleans's  daughter  to  succeed  to  the 
crown  as  next  heir  upon  the  pretender's  being  rejected: 
and  that  son  was  immediately  to  turn  protestant.  It 
was  confidently  reported  that  great  nombere  of  people, 
disaffected  to  the  then  illustrious  but  now  royal  hotue 
of  Hanover  were  in  those  measures.  Whereupon  sd* 
other  set  of  women  were  hired  by  the  jacot>ite  leaden 
to  cry  through  the  whole  town  *' Buy  my  Savovs. 
dainty  Savoys,  curious  Savoys  !*'  But  I  cannot  directly 
charge  the  late  earl  of  Oxford  with  this  conspiracy  be- 
cause he  was  not  then  chief  minister.  However  this 
wicked  cry  still  continues  in  London,  and  waa  brougfat 
over  hither,  where  it  remains  to  this  day ;  and  is  in  my 
humble  opinion  a  very  offensive  sound  to  every  tree 
protestant  who  is  old  enough  to  remember  those  daih 
gerous  times. 

During  the  miniirtry  of  diat  corrupt  and  jacobite  carl 
above-mentioned  the  secret  pernicious  design  of  those 
in  power  was  to  sell  Flanders  to  France ;  the  conse- 

auence  of  which  must  have  been  the  infallible  ruin  of 
le  states-general,  and  would  have  opened  the  way  for 
France  to  obtain  that  universal  monarchy  they  haveio 
long  aimed  at ;  to  which  the  British  dominions  moit 
next  after  Holland  have  been  compelled  to  aubmit 
whoreby  the  protestant  religion  would  be  rooted  out  of 
the  world. 

A  design  of  this  vast  importance,  after  a  long  consol- 
tation  among  the  jacobite  grandees,  with  the  earl  of 
Oxford  at  tfa«ir  head,  was  at  last  determined  to  be  csr^ 
ried  on  by  the  same  method  with  the  former.  It  vas 
therefore  again  put  in  practice ;  but  the  conduct  of  it 
waa  chiefiy  left  to  chosen  men,  whose  voices  were  loader 
and  stronger  than  those  of  the  other  sex ;  and  upon  tins 
occasion  was  first  instituted  in  London  that  famous  cry 
of  **  Floundsrs  !"  But  the  crien  were  particularly 
directed  to  pronounce  the  word  Flaunders  and  not  floon- 
ders ;  for  tbe  country  which  we  now  by  corruption  call 
Flanders  is  in  its  true  orthogrephy  spelt  Flaunders,  ai 
may  be  obvious  to  all  who  read  old  English  books.  I 
say,  from  hence  began  that  thundering  cry  which  hsi 
ever  since  stunned  the  ears  of  all  London,  onde  so  many 
children  ikll  into  fita  and  women  miscarry :  ^  Come,  buy 
my  fresh  flaunders,  curious  flaunders,  charmingflaunden, 
alive,  alive,  ho  .'"-—which  last  words  can  with  no  pro- 
priety of  speech  be  applied  to  fish  manifestly  dead  (si 
I  observed  before  in  herrings  and  salmon),  but  voy 
instly  to  ten  provinces  containing  many  millions  of 
living  christians.  But  tiie  application  is  still  closer 
when  we  consider  that  all  tiie  people  were  to  be  taken 
like  fishes  in  a  net;  and  by  assistance  of  the  pope, 
who  sets  up  to  be  the  universal  fisher  of  men,  the  whole 
innocent  nation  was  according  to  cmr  common  eX' 
pression  to  be  laid  as  flat  tm  a  flounder. 

I  remember  myself  a  particular  crier  of  flotmden  id 
London  who  arrived  at  so  much  fame  for  the  loudness  of 
his  voice  as  to  have  the  honour  of  being  mentioned  upon 
that  account  in  a  comedy.  He  hath  disturbed  me 
many  a  morning  before  he  came  within  50  doors  of  my 
lodging ;  and  although  I  were  not  in  those  days  so  fnlly 
appriara  of  the  designs  which  our  common  enemy  had 
then  in  agitation,  yet  I  know  not  how,  by  a  secret  im- 
pulse, young  as  I  was  I  could  not  forbear  conceiving  a 
strong  dislike  against  the  fellow;  and  often  said  to 
myself,  "  This  cry  seems  to  be  forged  in  the  Jesuit's 
school ;  alas,  poor  England !  I  am  grievously  mistaken 
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if  thoe  be  not  aome  popiah  |ilot  at  the  bottom.**  I 
commQiucated  my  ^KW^ts  to  an  intimate  friend,  who 
rrproacbed  me  witb  being  too  visionary  in  my  specula- 
doos ;  but  it  pcoved  afterwards  that  I  had  conjectured 
right.  And  I  have  since  refiected  that  if  the  wicked 
fartioo  could  kave  procured  only  1000  men  of  as  strong 
longs  as  the  fellow  I  mentiraied,  none  can  tell  how  terri- 
ble tbe  coosequences  might  have  been  not  otily  to  these 
two  kingdoms  but  over  all  Europe  by  sdling  Flanders 
to  France.  And  yet  these  cries  continue  unpunished 
both  m  L^mdon  and  Dublin ;  although  I  confess  not 
with  equal  vehemence  or  loudness,  because  the  reason 
for  cootrivivg  this  desperate  plot  is  to  our  great  felicity 
wholly  cflMcd. 

It  ia  well  known  that  (he  majority  of  the  British 
house  of  Coonnoos  in  the  last  years  of  queen  Anne's 
reagn  werc  in  their  hetrti  direcdy  opposite  to  the  earl 
uf  Os;£otd*s  pernicious  measures,  which  put  him  under 
the  oecewty  of  bribing  them  with  salaries.  Whereupon 
he  had  again  recourse  to  his  old  politics.  And  acccMrd- 
ingly  his  cDBMaries  were  very  busy  in  employing  certain 
ard^il  women,  of  no  good  life  and  conversation  (as  it 
was  proved  before  justice  Peyton*^  to  cry  that  vegetable 
commonly  called  celery  through  the  town.  These 
women  dxABied  from  the  common  criers  of  that  herb 
by  some  private  mark,  which  I  could  never  leam ;  but 
the  matter  was  notorious  enough  and  sufficiently  talked 
of:  and  about  the  same  period  was  the  cry  of  celery 
farooght  over  into  this  kingdom.  But  sitice  there  is  not 
at  preaent  ^e  least  occasion  to  suspect  the  loyalty  of 
oar  criers  upon  that  article  I  am  content  that  it  may 
Aill  be  tolcffsted. 

I  shall  mention  but  one  cry  more  which  has  any  re- 
faraiee  to  politica ;  but  is  indeed  of  all  others  the  most 
inolent  av  well  as  treasonable  under  our  present  happy 
aiteblishaietiC,  I  mean  that  of  turnups ;  not  of  turnips, 
according  to  the  best  orthogmphy,  but  absolutely  turn- 
ups.   Althoogh  the  cry  be  of  an  older  date  than  some 
of  the  pceoedingeixirmities— for  it  began  soon  after  the 
Rerolntioo— -yet  was  it  never  known  to  arrive  at  so 
great  a  height  as  during  the  earl  of  Oxford  s  power. 
Some  people  Twhom  I  take  to  be  private  enemies)  are 
indeed  m  leaay  aa  myself  to  profess  their  disapproba- 
tioo  of  thia  cry  on  pretence  toat  it  began  by  tne  con- 
trivanoe  of  eertain  old  procuresses,  who  kept  houses  of 
ill  iuo§  whoc  lewd  women  met  to  draw  young  men 
into  vice.    And  this  they  pretend  to  prove  by  some 
wvds  in  die  cry ;  beeauae  after  the  crier  had  bawled 
oat  '*  Tunupa,  hio !  buy  my  dainty  turnups,'*  he  would 
Koactimcs  add  tibue  two  foUowing  venes : — 

"  Tva  op  the  mutreis,  aod  turn  ap  Aa  maid. 
Aed  nun  op  die  djioglitar,  and  be  not  aftaid." 

Thia,  aaya  aome  political  sophists,  plainly  shows  that 

thtfie  can  he  nothing  further  meant  in  so  inihmous  a 

ay  than  an  invitation  to  lewdnesa ;  which  indeed  ought 

fo  be  aevenly  punished  in  all  well  regulated  govem- 

mgaiti,  yet  cannot  be  fiurly  interpreted  as  a  crime  of 

e£B£e.     But  I  hope  we  are  not  so  weak  and  blind  to  be 

deladcd  at  this  time  of  day  with  such  poor  evasions.   I 

cussld  if  it  were  proper  demonstrate  the  very  time  when 

iStias  two  vetoes  were  composed,  and  name  the  author, 

w^  was  no  odier  than  the  &moQS  Mr.  Swan,  so  well 

known  for  his  talent  at  quibbling,  and  was  as  virulent 

m  Jacobite  aa  any  in  England.     Neither  could  he  denj 

1^  (act  when  hie  waa  tuted  Ibr  it  in  my  presence  by  sir 

Mnry  Dotton   Colt  and  colonel  Davenport,   at  the 

Soyna  eoffo^^ioase  on  the  lOdi  of  June,  1701.   Thus 

It  scppean  to  a  demonstration  that  those  verses  were 

only  a  Uind  to  conceal  the  moat  dangerous  designs  of 

the  paity ;  who,  ftom  the  first  years  after  the  lumpy 

Revoluljmi,  usmI  a  cant  way  of  talking  in  their  clubs 

after  thb  aaanner :  **  We  h<^  to  tee  the  cards  shuffled 

once  moR*,  and  aiM>tiier  king  tubn  up  trump :' '  and 

»  A  flimaBS  WUg  Jastke  in  those  times. 


'^  When  shall  we  meet  over  a  dish  of  tubnups  V^  The 
same  term  of  art  was  used  in  their  plots  against  the 
government,  and  in  thdr  treasonable  letters  written  in 
ciphers,  and  deciphered  by  the  fiunous  Dr.  Willes,  as 
you  may  read  in  the  trials  of  those  times.  This  I 
thought  fit  to  set  forth  at  large,  and  in  so  clear  a  light, 
because  the  Scoteh  and  French  authors  have  given  a 
very  different  account  of  the  word  TvaNur ;  but  whe- 
ther out  of  ignorance  or  partiality  I  shall  not  decree ; 
because  I  am  sure  the  reader  is  convinced  by  my  dis- 
covery. It  is  to  be  observed  that  this  cry  was  song  in 
a  particular  manner  by  fellows  in  disguise  to  give 
notice  where  those  traitors  were  to  meet  in  order  to 
concert  their  villanous  designs. 

I  have  no  more  to  add  upon  this  article  than  an 
humble  proposal  that  thoae  who  cry  this  root  at  present 
in  our  streets  of  Dublin  may  be  compelled  by  toe  jua< 
tices  of  the  peace  to  pronounce  turnip  and  not  turnup ; 
for  I  am  aftaid  we  have  still  too  many  snakes  in  our 
bosom,  and  it  would  be  well  if  their  cellars  were  some- 
times searched  when  the  owners  least  expected  it ;  for 
I  am  not  out  of  fear  that  iatet  anguia  in  herhd. 

Thus  we  are  lealous  in  matters  of  small  moment 
while  we  neglect  those  of  the  highest  importance.  I 
have  already  made  it  manifest  that  all  these  cries  were 
contrived  in  the  worst  of  times,  under  the  ministry  of 
that  desperate  statesman,  Robert,  late  earl  of  Oaf«vd ; 
and  for  that  very  reason  ought  to  be  rejected  with 
horror  as  begun  in  the  reign  of  Jacobites,  and  may 
well  be  numbered  among  the  rags  of  popery  and  trea- 
son ;  or  if  it  be  thought  proper  that  these  cries  must 
continue,  surely  they  ought  to  be  only  trusted  in  the 
hands  of  true  protestanta  who  have  given  security  to 
the  government. 

Having  already  spoken  of  many  abuses  relating  to 
sign-posts,  I  cannot  here  omit  one  more,  because  it 
pUiniy  relates  to  politics  and  is  perhaps  of  more  dan- 
gerous consequence  than  any  of  the  city  cries,  because 
it  directly  tenda  to  deatroy  the  succession.  It  is  the 
sign  of  his  present  majesty  king  George  II.  to  t)e  met 
with  in  many  streets ;  and  yet  I  happen  to  be  not  only 
the  first  but  the  only  discoverer  of  this  audacious  in- 
stance of  jacobitism.  And  I  am  confident  that,  if  the 
justices  of  the  peace  would  please  to  make  a  strict  in- 
spection, they  might  find  m  all  such  houses,  before 
which  those  signs  are  hung  up  in  the  manner  I  have 
observed,  that  the  landlords  were  malignant  papists  or 
which  is  wwse  notorious  Jacobites.  Whoever  views 
those  signs  may  read  over  his  majesty's  head  the  fol- 
lowing letters  and  ciphers,  G.  R.  II.,  which  plainly 
signifies  George,  king  II.,  and  not  king  George  II.,  or 
George  II.,  king ;  but  laying  the  point  after  the  letter 
G,  by  which  the  owner  of  the  house  manifestly  shows 
Uiat  he  renounces  his  allegiance  to  king  George  11.,  and 
allows  him  to  be  only  the  second  king,  tiiMmis^  that 
the  pretender  is  the  first  king ;  and  looking  upon  king 
George  to  be  only  a  kind  of  second  king  or  viceroy  tiU 
the  pretender  shidl  come  over  and  seise  the  kingdom. 
I  appMl  to  all  mankind  whether  tiiis  be  a  stndned  or 
foreed  interpretation  of  the  inscription  as  it*  now  stands 
in  almost  every  street;  whether  any  decipherer  would 
make  the  least  doubt  or  hesitetion  to  explain  it  as  I 
have  done;  whether  any  other  protestant  country 
would  endure  so  public  an  instonce  of  treason  in  the 
capital  city  from  such  vulgar  conspirators ;  and  lastly, 
whether  papists  and  Jacobites  of  great  fortunes  and 

auality  may  not  probably  stand  behind  the  curtain  in 
lis  dangerous,  open,  anid  avowed  design  against  the 
government  But  I  have  perf<mned  my  duty;  and 
leave  the  reforming  of  these  abuses  to  the  wisdom,  the 
vigilance,  ^  loyalty,  and  activity  of  my  superiors. 
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PETITION  OF  THB  FOOTMEN  OF  DUBLIN. 


TO  THE  HONOURABLE 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS.  &c. 

THE  HUMBLE  PETITION  OF  THE  FOOTMEN  IN  AND 
ABOUT  THE  CITY  OF  DUBLIN.  IN  THE  YEAR  1732. 

HUMBLY  SHBWETH, 

That  your  petitioners  are  a  great  and  nameroiu  lociety, 
endowed  with  MvenU  privileges  time  out  of  mind. 

That  certain  lewd,  idle,  and  disorderly  persons  for 
several  months  past,  as  it  is  notoriously  known,  have 
been  daily  seen  in  the  public  walks  of  this  city,  habited 
sometimes  in  green  coats  and  sometimes  laced,  with 
long  oaken  cudgels  in  their  hands  and  without  swords; 
in  hopes  to  procure  favour  by  that  advantage  with  a 
great  number  of  ladies  who  frequent  those  walks; 
pretending  and  giving  themselves  out  to  be  the 
true  genuine  Irish  footmen;  whereas  they  can  be 
proved  to  be  no  better  than  common  toupees,  as  a 
judicious  eye  may  soon  discover  by  their  awkward, 
clumsy,  ungenteel  gait  and  behaviour ;  by  tiieir  unskil' 
fulness  in  dress,  even  with  the  advantage  of  our  habits ; 
by  their  ill-favoured  countenances  with  an  air  of 
impudence  and  dulness  peculiar  to  the  rest  of  their 
brethren,  who  have  not  yet  arrived  at  that  transcendent 
pitch  of  assurance,  and  although  it  may  be  justly 
apprehended  that  they  will  do  so  in  time,  if  these 
counterfeits  shall  happen  to  succeed  in  their  evil 
design  of  passing  for  real  footmen,  thereby  to  render 
themselves  more  amiable  to  the  ladies. 

Your  petitioners  do  further  allege  that  many  of  the 
said  counterfeits,  upon  a  strict  examination,  have  been 
found  in  the  act  of  strutting,  staring,  swearing,  swag- 
gering, in  a  manner  that  plainly  showed  their  best 
endeavours  to  imitate  us.  Wherein  although  they 
did  not  succeed,  yet  by  their  ignorant  and  ungainly 
way  of  copying  our  graces,  the  utmost  indignity  was 
endeavoured  to  be  cast  upon  our  whole  profession. 

Your  petitioners  do  therefore  make  it  their  humble 
request  tnat  this  honourable  house  (to  many  of  whom 
your  petitioners  are  nearly  allied)  will  please  to  take 
this  gnevance  into  your  most  serious  consideration ; 
humbly  submitting  whether  it  would  not  be  proper 
that  certain  officers  might,  at  the  public  charge,  be 
employed  to  search  for  and  discover  au  such  counterfeit 
footmen ;  to  carry  them  before  the  next  justice  of  peace, 
by  whose  warrant,  upon  the  6rst  conviction,  they  shall 
be  stripped  of  their  coats  and  oaken  ornaments  and  be 
set  two  Dours  in  the  stocks ;  upon  the  second  conviction, 
beside  stripping,  be  set  six  hours  in  the  stocks  with  a 
paper  pinned  on  their  breasts  signifying  their  crime  in 
large  capital  letters,  and  in  the  following  words: — 
'<  A.  B.,  commonly  called  A.  B.,  esq.,  a  ,toupee,  and 
a  notorious  impostor,  who  presumed  to  personate  a  true 
Irish  footman. 

And  for  any  other  offence  the  said  toupee  shall  be 
committed  to  Bridewell,  whipped  three  times,  forced 
to  hard  labour  for  a  month,  and  not  to  be  set  at  liberty 
till  he  shall  have  given  sufficient  security  for  his  good 
bdiaviour. 

Your  honours  will  please  to  observe  with  what  lenity 
we  propose  to  treat  these  enormous  offenders,  who  have 
already  brought  such  a  scandal  on  our  honourable 
calling  that  several  well-meaning  people  have  mis- 
taken them  to  be  of  our  fraternity,  in  diminution  to 
that  credit  and  dignity  whereby  we  have  supported  our 
station,  as  we  always  did  in  the  worst  of  times.  And 
we  further  beg  leave  to  remark  that  this  was  mani- 
festly done  with  a  seditious  design  to  render  us  less 
capadile  of  serving  the  public  in  any  great  employ- 
ments, as  several  of  our  fraternity  as  well  as  our 
ancestors  have  done. 

We  do  therefore  humbly  implore  your  honours  to 
give  necenary  orders  for  our  relief  in  this  present 
exigency,  and  your  petitioners  (as  in  duty  bound) 
shaU  ever  pray,  &c. 


ADVICE  TO  THE  FREEMEN  OF  THE 
CITY  OF  DUBLIN, 

IN  THE  CHOICE   OF   A   MEMBER  TO  REPRESENT 
THEM  IN  PARLIAMENT.     1713. 


Those  few  writers  who,  since  the  death  of  aldennso 
Burton,  have  employed  their  pens  in  giving  advice  to 
our  citizens,  how  they  should  proceed  in  electing  a  onr 
representative  for  the  next  sessions,  having  laid  aside 
their  pens,  I  have  reason  to  hope  that  all  true  lovers  of 
their  country  in  general,  and  particularly  those  who 
have  any  regard  for  the  privileges  and  liberties  of  tfaii 
great  and  ancient  city,  will  think  a  second  and  a  third 
time  before  they  come  to  a  final  determination  upon 
what  person  they  resolve  to  fix  their  choice. 

I  am  told  there  are  only  two  persons  who  set  up  for 
candidates ;  one  is  the  present  lord  mayor  [Humphrr 
French],  and  the  other  [John  Macarallj,  a  gentleman 
of  good  esteem,  an  alderman  of  the  city,  a  merchant  of 
reputation,  and  possessed  of  a  considerable  office  under 
the  crown.  The  question  is  which  of  these  tvro  penou 
it  will  be  most  for  the  advantage  of  the  city  to  elect f 
I  have  but  little  acquaintance  with  either,  so  that  ny 
inquiries  will  be  very  impartial  and  drawn  only  froa 
the  general  character  and  situation  of  both. 

In  order  to  this  I  must  offer  my  countrymen  and 
fellow-citiiens  some  reasons  why  I  think  they  ought  to 
be  more  than  ordinarily  careful  at  this  juncture  upiA 
whom  they  bestow  their  votes. 

To  perform  this  with  more  clearness  it  may  be  proper 
to  give  you  a  short  state  of  our  unfortunate  couiitry. 

We  consist  of  two  parties:  I  do  not  mean  popish 
and  protestant,  high  and  low  church,  episcopsu  aitd 
sectarians,  Whig  and  Tory;  but  of  those  of  Engliili 
extraction  who  happen  to  be  bom  in  this  kingdom, 
(whose  ancestors  reduced  the  whole  nation  under  the 
obedience  of  the  English  crown,)  and  the  gratlemeo 
sent  from  the  other  side  to  possess  most  of  the  chief 
employments  here.  This  latter  party  is  very  mQ<^ 
enlarged  and  strengthened  by  the  whole  power  in  the 
church,  the  law,  the  army,  the  revenue,  and  the  civil 
administration  deposited  in  their  hands ;  although  fv 
political  ends  and  to  save  appearances,  some  employ* 
ments  are  still  distributed  (yet  gradually  in  a  m^ 
number)  to  persons  bom  here :  this  proceeding  fortiiifd 
with  good  words  and  many  promises  is  sufficient  to 
flatter  and  feed  the  hopes  of  hundreds,  who  will  never 
be  one  farthing  the  better,  as  they  might  easily  be  ooo* 
vinced  if  they  were  qualified  to  think  at  all. 

Civil  employments  of  all  kinds  have  been  forsevml 
years  past,  with  great  pradence,  made  precarious  aod 
during  pleasure ;  by  which  means  the  possessoif  u« 
and  must  inevitably  be  for  ever  dependent ;  yet  tboK 
very  few  of  any  consequence,  which  being  dealt  iritfa 
so  sparing  a  hand  tu  persons  bom  among  us,  vt 
enough  to  keep  hope  alive  in  great  numbers  who  deiiie 
to  mend  their  condition  by  the  favour  of  those  jo 
)X)wer. 

Now,  my  dear  fellow-citizens,  how  is  it  possible  yoa 
can  conceive  that  any  person  who  holds  an  oflSce  of 
some  hundred  pounds  a*year,  which  may  be  takt^ 
from  him  whenever  power  shall  think  fit,  will  if  he 
should  be  chosen  a  member  for  any  city,  do  the  lestf 
thing  when  he  sits  in  the  house  that  he  knows  or  |oi* 
may  be  displeasing  to  those  who  gave  him  or  continoe 
him  in  that  oflSce  f  Believe  me,  these  are  not  times  to 
expect  such  an  exalted  degree  of  virtue  from  mortal 
men.  Biasing  stars  are  much  more  frequently  s«^ 
than  such  heroical  worthies.  And  I  could  sooner  hopf 
to  find  lOyOOO^  by  digging  in  my  garden  than  such  a 
phcenix  by  searching  among  the  present  race  of  naau- 

I  cannot  forbear  thinking  it  a  very  erroneous  as  veil 
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as  modem  maxim  of  politics  iu  the  English  nation,  to 
take  every  oppoitunity  of  depressing  Ireliuid ;  whereof 
100  inslaBces  may  be  produced  in  pointBof  the  highest 
uDportanoe^  and  within  the  memory  of  every  middle- 
aged  man;  although  many  of  the  greatest  penons 
among  that  paity  which  now  prevails  have  ibrmerly, 
upon  that  article,  much  differed  in  their  opinion  from 
their  pnsent  suooesson. 

But  ao  the  Ihet  stands  at  present.  It  is  plain  that 
the  oourt  and  country  party  bere  (I  mean  in  the  house 
of  eonmona)  very  selaom  agree  in  anything  but  dieir 
loyalty  to  hia  pnsent  majesty,  their  resolutions  to  make 
him  and  hie  viceroy  easy  in  the  government  to  the 
Btmost  of  their  power,  under  the  present  condition  of 
the  kingdom.  But  the  persons  sent  from  England, 
who  (lo  a  trifle)  are  possessed  of  the  sole  executive 
power  m  all  ita  branches,  with  their  ibw  adherents  in 
pucaeanon  who  were  bom  here,  and  hundreds  of 
expcctaote,  hqiera,  and  pnmiisees,  put  on  quite  oon- 
tiary  notiona  with  VQgard  to  Ivelmd.  They  count 
upon  an  oaivasal  submission  to  whatever  disJl  be 
(iemaaded;  wbereiQ  they  act  safely,  because  none  of 
tiicmselvci^  except  the  candidates,  feel  the  least  of  our 


I  mnember  a  penNH  of  distinction  some  days  ago 
affirmed  in  a  good  deal  of  mixed  company,  and  of  both 
parties,  that  dbe  gentry  from  England,  who  now  enjoy 
our  highest  employments  of  all  kindsi,  can  never  be 
piissibly  loeen  of  one  farthing  by  the  greatest  calamities 
dut  can  b^dl  this  kingdom,  except  a  plague  that 
would  sweep  away  a  million  of  our  hewers  of  wood 
and  drawcss  of  water,  or  an  invasion  that  would  firight 
our  giandccs  out  of  the  kingdom.     For  this  person 
argued*  tf»t,   while  there  was  a  penny   left  in   the 
tr«aaury,  the  civil  and  the  military  list  must  be  paid ; 
ai«d  that  the  episcopal  revenues,  which   are  usually 
farmed  oat  at  six  times  below  the  ital  value,  could 
hardly   fisil.      He   insisted    further,   that    as    money 
(tirainishad,  the  price  of  all  necessaries  of  life  must  of 
cosfqueuoe  do  so  too,  which  would  be  for  the  advan- 
tage of  all  persons  in  employment,  as  well  as  of  my 
I  tnU  the  bishops,  and  to  the  ruin  of  everybody  else. 
Among  iha  company  there  wanted  not  men  in  office, 
bcsidn  one  or  two  expectants;  yet  I  did  not  observe 
any  of  thms  disposed  to  return  an  answer;  but  tiie  con- 
mqoemm  dmwn  were  these:  That  the  great  men  in 
pow<r,  asKt  hither  from  the  other  side,  were  by  no 
means  npon  the  same  foot  with  his  majesty's  other 
•o^'jects  of  Ireland.     They  had  no  common  ligament 
W  hind  them  with  us;   they  sqfiered  not  with  our 
Mifisriaga ;  and  if  it  were  possible  for  us  to  have  any 
cause  of  rejoiciiig,  tiiey  could  not  rejoice  with  us. 


that  he  haa  likewise  an  estate  in  land  worth  400/. 
a-yearmfls«,  suppose  him  to  sit  in  parliament,  then  sop- 
piae  a  land-tax  to  be  brought  in  of  As.  a-pound  for 
Wn  vean,  I  tell  you  how  this  gentleman  will  compute. 
He  has  400L  orytmr  in  land,  the  tax  he  must  pay 
yearly  is  lOOi^  by  which,  in  ten  years,  he  will  pay 
ndj  1000^  :  but  if  he  gives  his  Tole  against  this  tax 
W  Will  kne  4004U.  by  being  turned  out  of  his  employ- 
■Hwt,  together  widi  the  power  and  influence  he  has 
by  virtue  and  odour  of  his  employment,  and  thus  the 
talanee  will  he  against  him  3000/. 

I  desire,  my  fdlew-eitisens,  you  will  please  to  call 
w  mind  how  many  penons  yon  can  vouch  Ibr  among 
four  acquaintance  who  have  ao  much  Tirtue  and  self- 
denial  as  Id  lose  400/.  a-^ear  for  life,  together  with 
(he  milai  and  favour  of  power,  and  the  hopes  of 
h>|(ber  advancement,  merely  out  of  a  generous  love  of 
hwconnlry. 

The  cotttentioas  of  parties  in  England  are  very  dif* 
VOL.  ti. 


femit  from  those  among  us.  The  battle  there  is  fought 
for  power  and  riches,  and  so  it  is  indeed  among  us ; 
but  whether  a  great  emplo3rnient  be  given  to  Tom  or 
to  Peter,  they  were  both  bom  in  England,  the  profits 
are  to  be  spent  there.  All  employments  (except  a  very 
few)  are  bestowed  on  the  natives,  they  do  not  send  to 
Germany,  Holland,  Sweden,  or  Denmark,  much  less 
to  Ireland,  for  chancellors,  bishops,  judges,  or  other 
officers.  Their  salaries,  whether  well  or  ill  got,  are 
employed  at  home,  and  whatever  their  morals  ot 
politics  be,  the  nation  is  not  the  noorer. 

The  house  of  commons  in  England  have  frequently 
endeavoured  to  limit  the  number  of  membCTS  who 
should  be  allowed  to  have  employm^ts  under  the 
crown.  Several  acts  have  been  made  to  that  purpose, 
which  many  wise  men  think  are  not  vet  effectual 
enough,  and  many  of  them  are  rendered  ineffectual 
by  leaving  the  power  of  re-election.  Our  house  of 
commons  consists,  I  think,  of  about  300  members ;  if 
100  of  these  should  happen  to  be  made  up  of  persons 
already  provided  for,  joined  with  expectezs,  compliers 
easy  to  oe  persuaded,  such  as  will  give  a  vote  for  a 
friend  who  is  in  hopes  to  get  something ;  if  they  be 
merry  companions,  without  suspicion;  of  a  natural 
bashfulness,  not  apt  or  aUe  to  look  forward ;  if  good 
words,  smiles,  and  caresses,  have  any  power  over  them, 
the  larger  part  of  a  second  hundred  may  be  very 
easily  brought  in  at  a  most  reasonable  rate. 

There  is  an  Englishman*  of  no  long  standing  among 
us,  but  in  an  employment  of  great  trust,  power,  and 
profit.  This  excellent  person  did  lately  publish  at 
ois'own  expense  a  pamphlet  printed*  in  England  by 
autiiority,  to  justify  the  bill  for  a  general  excise  or 
inland  duty,  in  order  to  introduce  that  blessed  scheme 
among  us.  What  a  tender  care  must  such  an  English 
patriot  for  Ireland  have  of  our  interest,  if  he  should 
condescend  to  sit  in  our  parliament !  I  will  bridle  my 
indignation.  However,  methinks  I  long,  to  see  that 
mortal,  who  would  with  pleasure  blow  us  all  up  at  a 
blast ;  but  he  dulv  receives  his  1000/.  a-year,  makes 
his  progress  like  a  king,  is  received  in  pomp  at  every 
town**  and  village  whne  he  travels,  and  shines  in  the 
English  newspapers. 

I  will  now  apply  what  I  have  said  to  you,  my 
brethren  and  fel\ow-citizens.  Count  upon  it  as  a 
truth  next  to  your  creed,  that  no  one  person  in  office, 
of  which  he  is  master  for  life,  whether^  bom  here  or  in 
England,  will  ever  haiard  that  office 'for  the  good  of 
his  country.  One  of  your  candidates  is  of  this  kind, 
and  I  believe  him  to  be  an  honest  gentleman,  as  the 
word  honest  is  generally  understood ;  but  he  loves  his 
employment  better  than  he  does  you,  or  his  country, 
or  all  the  countries  upon  earth.  Will  you  contribute 
to  give  him  city  security  to  pay  him  the  value  of  his 
employment,  if  it  should  be  taken  from  him  during  his 
life  for  voting  on  all  occasions  with  the  honest  country 
party  in  die  house  9  although  I  much  question  whether 
he  would  do  it  even  upon  that  condition. 

Whertfore,  since  there  are  but  two  candidates,  I 
intreat  you  will  fix  on  the  present  lord  mayor.  He  haa 
shown  more  virtue,  more  activitv,  more  skill,  in  one 
year's  government  of  the  city,  than  a  hundred  yean 
can  equal.  He  has  endeavoured  with  great  success  to 
banish  frauds,  corruptions,  and  all  other  abuses  from 
among  you. 

A  dosen  such  men  in  power  would  be  able  to  reform 
a  kingdom.  He  has  no  employment  under  the  crown, 
nor  is  likely  to  get  or  solicit  for  any,  his  education 
having  not  turned  him  that  way.  I  wUl  assure  for  no 
man^s  future  conduct,  but  he  woo  has  hitherto  practised 
the  rules  of  virtue  with  so  much  difficulty  in  so  great 

•  Edwsnl  Thompson,  esq-,  member  of  parUament  for  York. 
i>  Mr.  Thompson  wm  pmented  with  the  freeilom  of  ssvsnl 
oorporstlons  hi  IxeUnd. 
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and  busy  a  station,  deserves  your  thanks,  and  the  best 
return  you  can  make  him,  and  you,  my  brethren,  have 
no  other  to  give  him  than  that  of  representing  you  in 
parliament.  Tell  me  not  of  your  engagements  and 
promises  to  another ;  your  promises  are  sins  of  incon- 
sideration  at  best,  and  you  are  bound  to  repent  and 
annul  them.  That  gentleman,  although  with  good 
reputation,  is  already  engaged  on  the  other  side.  He 
has  400/.  a-year  under  the  crown,  which  he  is  too  wise 
to  part  with,  by  sacriAcing  so  good  an  establishment  to 
the  empty  names  of  virtue,  and  love  of  his  country. 
I  can  assure  you  the  drapier  is  in  the  interest  of  the 
present  lord  mayor,  whatever  you  may  be  told  to  the 
contrary.  I  lyive  lately  heard  him  declare  so  in 
public  company,  and  ofl'er  some  of  these  very  reasons 
in  defence  of  his  opinion,  although  he  has  a  regard 
and  esteem  for  the  other  gentleman,  but  would  not 
hazard  the  good  of  the  city  and  the  kingdom  for  a 
oompliment 

The  lord  mayor^s  severity  to  some  unfair  dealers 
should  not  turn  the  honest  men  among  them  against 
him.  Whatever  he  did  was  for  the  advantage  of  those 
Tery  trades,  whose  dishonest  members  he  punished. 
He  has  hitherto  been  above  temptation  to  act  wrong, 
and  therefore,  as  mankind  goes,  he  is  the  most  likely 
to  act  right  as  a  representative  of  your  city,  as  he  con- 
stantly did  in  the  government  of  it. 

SOME  CONSIDERATIONS 

HUMBLY   OFFERED   TO  THE  RIGHT  HONOURABLE 

THE  ^RO  MAYOR.  THE  COURT  OF   ALDERMEN. 

.    AND   COMMON  COUNCIL    OF  THE    HONOURABLE 

CITY  OF  DUBLIN. 

IN  THE  CHOICE  OF  A  RECORDER.* 


TuR  office  of  recorder  to  this  city  being  vacant  by  the 
death  of  a  very  worthy  gentleman,  it  is  said  that  five 
or  six  persons  are  soliciting  to  succeed  him  in  the  em- 
ployment. I  am  a  stranger  to  all  their  persons,  and  to 
most  of  their  characters,  which  latter  I  hope  will  at 
this  time  be  canvassed  with  more  decency  than  it  some- 
times happens  upon  the  like  occasions.  Therefore,  as 
I  am  wholly  impartial,  I  can  with  more  freedom  de- 
liver my  thoughts  how  the  several  persons  and  parties 
concerned  ought  to  proceed  in  electing  a  recorder  for 
this  great  and  ancient  city. 

And  first,  as  it  is  very  natural,  so  I  can  by  no 
means  think  it  an  unreasonable  opinion  that  the  sons 
or  near  relations  of  aldermen,  and  other  deserving 
citisens,  should  be  dulv  regarded  as  proper  competitors 
for  an  employment  in  the  city's  disposal,  provided  they 
be  equally  qualified  with  other  candidates,  and  po- 
vided  that  such  employments  require  no  more  tnan 
common  abilities  and  common  honesty.  But  in  the 
choice  of  a  recorder  the  case  is  entirdy  different.  He 
ought  to  be  a  person  of  good  abilities  in  his  calling,  of 
an  unspotted  cDaracter,  an  able  practitioner,  one  who 
has  occasionally  merited  of  this  city  before ;  he  ought 
to  be  of  some  maturity  in  years,  a  member  of  par- 
liament, and  likely  to  continue  so,  regular  in  his  life, 
firm  in  his  loyalty  to  the  Hanover  succession,  indul- 
gent to  tender  consciences,  but  at  the  same  time  a  firm 
adherer  to  the  established  church.  If  he  be  such  a 
one  who  has  already  sat  in  parliament,  it  ought  to  be 
inquired  of  what  weight  he  was  there ;  whether  he  voted 
on  all  occasions  for  the  good  of  his  country,  and  par- 
ticularly for  advancing  the  trade  and  freedom  of  this 
city ;  whether  he  be  engaged  in  any  faction,  either 
uational  ar  religious ;  and  lastly,  whether  he  be  a  man 

•  Od  the  dnth  of  Mr.  Stoyte,  recorder  of  the  cUy  of  Dublio. 
in  the  yew  1733.  wvenl  geatlemen  deelsred  themielvw  osa- 
dkUtM  to  nioeeed  him,  upon  wkii-h  the  daaa  wrote  the  above 
pKI«r.    K.  Staiuiud.  «iiiq-.  wm  elected. 


of  courage,  not  to  be  drawn  from  his  duty  by  the 
frowns  or  menaces  of  power,  nor  cafiable  to  be  co^ 
rupted  by  alluremente  or  bribes.  These  and  msnjr 
other  particulars  are  of  infinitely  more  consequence 
than  that  single  circumstance  of  being  descended  bj 
a  direct  or  collateral  'Una  from  any  alderman  or  Jit- 
tinguished  citiaen,  dead  or  alive. 

There  is  not  a  dealer  or  shopkeeper  in  this  city  of 
any  substance  whose  thriving,  less  or  more,  may  not 
depend  upon  the  good  or  ill  conduct  of  a  recoidsr. 
He  is  to  watch  every  motion  in  parliament  that  may 
the  least  afiect  the  freedom,  trade,  or  welfiue  of  it. 

In  this  approaching  election,  the  commons,  as  tlwy 
are  a  numerous  body,  so  they  seemed  to  he  mostcun* 
oemed  in  point  of  interest ;  and  their  interest  ouglit  to 
be  most  regarded,  because  it  altogether  depends  upon 
the  true  interest  of  the  city,  l^ey  have  no  privstt 
views;  and  giving  their  votes,  as  I  am  informed,  by 
balloting,  thr^  lay  under  no  awe  or  fear  of  disobUgiof 
competitors.  It  is  therefore  hoped  that  they  will  duly 
consider  which  of  the  candidates  is  most  likely  to  ad- 
vance the  trade  of  themselves  and  their  brother  citisflu; 
to  defend  their  liberties  both  in  and  out  of  parlissMot 
against  all  attempte  of  encroachment  or  0M»esii<n> 
./Uid  so  God  direct  them  in  the  choice  of  a  Reooider, 
who  may  for  many  years  supply  that  important  office 
with  skill,  diligence,  courage^  and  fidelity.  And  k< 
all  the  people  say.  Amen. 


A  NEW  PROPOSAL, 

FOE  THE  BETTER  REGULATION  AND  IMFBOVEMENT 
OF  QUADRILLE.    1736. 


-Bidlettlnm  seri 


Foitias  et  ineUiu.  ftc^Hoa.  1  Sat  z.  14. 


Mr.  Ocorge  FanUciier.  a  printer  in  Dahlia,  at  the  legmit  of  T>r 
Swift.  pnbUdied  "  A  new  pn>po«l  for  the  bettor  B4r>)«*iM 
and  ImproTement  of  Qusdrule,  wriktea  by  Dr.  Joeiah  Hoxte. 
then  buhop  of  Kilmore,  afterwards  arehblahop  of  Ttum; 
Mr.  aeijeant  Betteeworth,  a  member  of  the  Irlrii  parlianr at. 
made  a  oompluint  to  tlie  house  of  eommona  tkan  ilUiaf  ■ 
They  voted  the  printer  into  ctutody  (who  waa  ooaftned  cVomlj 
in  prison  three  day*,  when  he  waa  in  a  very  bad  lUte  of 
health,  and  hit  life  in  mneh  danger)  for  not  diadnciiig  iht 
name  of  tfie  anthor,  at  that  time  aappoaed  to  be  Dr.  8«1A. 
againai  whom  Bome  inveotivBa  were  thrown  out  by  Mr 
Betteeworth  and  othen;  wliich  occasioned  the  poem  of  TV 
Lesion  Club,  and  othera.  Dr.  Horte  waa  maae  bbhop  ot 
Kilmore.  July  27.  1T27;  and  translated  to  Toam.  Jan.  t^ 
1741.  HepubliiAied  a  volume  of  Sermona.  Svo.  17S8:  ui 
died  in  17&2.  That  he  waa  the  snthor,  and  Dr.  &vift  the 
editor,  of  this  Uttle  treatiaa  it  plain  fh>m  their  respeeUr( 
letters,  dated  Feb.  23. 18S«-7 .  and  May  12, 1 737. 


Whkbbas  the  noble  game  of  Quadrille  hath  hem 
found  by  experience  to  be  of  great  use  and  iMiefit  w 
the  commonwealth,  particularly  as  it  helps  to  kill  /<^* 
that  lies  heavy  upon  our  hands,  and  to  pass  away  \i(^ 
which  seems  too  long  while  we  have  it,  and  too  thttt 
when  we  come  to  part  with  it;  as  it  suppresses  all  wit 
in  conversation  which  is  apt  to  turn  into  scandal,  iU 
politics  which  are  ofihnsive  to  ministries  and  govern* 
ments,  and  all  reeding  which  is  injurious  to  the  evflii 
especially  by  candle-light ;  and  it  destroys  pride  efieo- 
tually,  t^  bringing  the  noble  and  ignoble,  the  l«arDe<i 
and  ignorant,  the  pmde  and  the  coquette,  wives,  widows, 
and  maids,  to  one  common  level;  giving  preference  uf 
the  best  placeand  warmest  corner,  notaocordingto  tb« 
fantastical  distinctions  of  birth,  quality,  and  station. 
but  by  equal  lot;  as  it  is  asovemgn  cure  lor  animosi- 
ties, makuBg  people  good  friends  for  the  time  being,  who 
heartily  hate  one  another;  as  it  prevents  the  squabblei. 
so  frequent  among  other  dealers,  about  the  weight  of 
gold,  and  gives  the  lightest  the  asme  value  and  ourreucy 
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vhb  tbc  hctTietC,  vhieh  m  no  nmill  advantage  to  the 
paUic  at  tbii  juoctiiie,  when  change  is  growing  lo 
KBot;  and  to  name  no  more,  ai  it  enables  the  butler 
to  go  w  fine  ai  his  maeter,  without  an  increaae  of 


Andwhenii^  Ibrwant  of  true  taste  and  rdiih  of  the 
■id  noble  game,  diveis  ladies  are  tardy,  and  come  late 
to  the  itodavoa^  being  detained  by  tfaefMltry  cares  of 
family,  or  a  nan  after  dinner,  or  by  hooking-in  a  few 
ctRH-vinto  at  doon  where  they  expect  to  be  denied, 
and  lie  mnetimes  cruelly  bit;  while  tiie  true  pr^ 
/mm  and  e^a,  who  conaider  the  ahortnesa  of  human 
life  and  die  value  of  precious  time,  are  impatiently 
vaitiog  fcr  anch  loitcrna,  and  curse  innocent  docka 
and  watdwa  that  an  forced  to  Ai«  in  justification  of 
their  tardinaaa. 

Nov,  m  order  to  cat  off  those  frivolous  pretences,  and 

^TOt  diaw  ill-bred  and  injurious  pactices  for  the 

^vtoR,  and  l»  the  intent  that  every  lady  may  have  due 

Botitt  ^die  appointed  hour,  it  is  hereby  proposed,  that 

a  iQiKQ|idon  be  set  on  foot  for  erecting  a  square  tower 

u  dK  Biddle  of  St  Stephen*s  Green,  and  that  a  bell 

hehwf  io  the  same,  large  enough  to  be  heard  dis- 

^ioalj  Of  ft  the  parishes  of  St  Anne,  St  Andrew,  and 

&  letter,  and  m  calm  evenings  as  far  aa  the  pariah 

of  St.  Mary,  for  the  benefit  of  the  graduatea  dwelling 

there:  thai  the  aaid  bell,  for  greater  aolemnity,  ahall  be 

chniteoed,*  according  to  the  rites  and  ceremonies  of 

th»  Roman  church,  and  that  the  godfathera  ahall  be  K. 

C.  aad  M.  J.,  and  the  godmothen  L.  M.  and  R.  E., 

who  ihall  call  it  71be  Great  Tm  o/T  Qmadrilk;  that  the 

Bid  bell  iball  be  tolled  by  the  butlera  of  St  Stcphen*a 

Cnen  and  Dawaon  Street  in  their  tuma,  begmning 

euctly  a  qnartsr  before  aix  in  the  evening,  and  ending 

F^iiely  at  nx.     In  the  mean  time,  all  the  little  church 

WU^dl  ceaae  their  babblinga,  to  the  end  Tom  may 

he  more  diatinctly  heard. 

And  if^  open  auch  legal  notice,  any  lady  of  the  party 
^  not  be  ready  on  Uie  apot  to  draw  for  her  place 
hefoicthe  Isat  atroke  of  Tom,  ahe  ahall  lay  down  da. 
CD  the  talde,  by  way  of  fine,  for  the  uae  of  the  poor  of 
^  pviifa,  being  Ptoteatanta ;  or  on  failure  thereof,  ahe 
^ootbaodle  a  card  that  night,  but  Dmmny  ahall 
ha  nhtfitated  in  her  room. 

'^  tint  parties  may  not  be  disappointed,  by  ex- 
^^^'^  of  a  cold  or  odier  alight  indispositions,  when  it  is 
^  ^  to  beat  up  for  a  new  recruit  it  is  proposed 
t^  DO  neb  excuse  shall  be  admitted,  unless  &e  same 
w  QRtifiad  under  the  hand  of  some  graduate  physician. 

Dr.  Richard  T alwaya  excepted :  and  for  want  of 

^  certificate,  the  defeultrcas  to  be  amerced  as  fore- 
"■^  *t  the  next  meeting.  And  it  is  ftirtber  proposed, 
^  ^  aaid  great  Tom  shall  be  tolled  a  quarter  before 
^en  precisely,  after  which  no  pool  ahall  be  made,  to 
fttnrtent  that  the  ladies  may  oave  a  quarter  of  an 
hoar  fior  adjusting  dieir  play-nurses  and  saving  their 
pn^en;  and  m  the  absence  of  the  butler,  who  is  to  be 
^l^n  boor  for  the  night,  it  may  be  lawful  for  a 
notinan  to  anuff  the  canSes  over  the  ladies*  shoulden, 
I'^'pded  he  be  a  handsome,  well-dieaaed  young  fellow, 
vnh  a  clean  shirt  and  ruflles. 

I^;  B.  That  Tom  is  not  to  toll  on  Sundays,  without 
^ial  liccnn  ftom  the  parish  minister,  and  thia  not 
«l  divine  aerviceia  over. 

And  vhereaa  frequent  diaputea  and  altercationa  ariae 
"P^y  between  ladies  of  diatinction,  inaomuch  that  a 
^^^I^Ddcr  may  nlainly  perceive  that  they  pull  coift  in 
^  heorta,  ana  part  with  auch  animosity,  that  nothing 
hot  the  aotcrdgn  reconciler  Qttadrillt  could  bring  them 
^ "!^[H*>n  in  one  house ;  it  is humbljr  proposed,  for 
the  braefit  of  trade,  that  when  a  question  cannot  be 
««cided  by  the  company,  the  same  shall  be  immedi- 

*  TlistacUi  US  ehiManed  by  the  Papiats. 


ately  set  down  in  writing  by  the  lady  who  can  write 
the  best  Engliih;  and  that  the  case  being  thereby 
stated,  and  attaated  by  both  partiea,  ahall,  together  with 
the  fee  of  one  fiidi  ad  va/brMi,  be  laid  before  the  ret* 
nowned  Mr.  aeqeant  Buttesworth,  who  shall  be  ap- 
pointed arbitrator-general  in  all  disputea  of  thia  kinds 
and  ahall  moreover  have  aufllcicnt  power  and  authority 
to  give  damages  for  all  opprobrious  language^  and 
especially  for  lul  hints,  squints,  innuendoes,  leeis,  and 
shrugs,  or  other  muaeular  motiona  of  evil  aignification, 
by  which  the  reputation  of  a  lady  may  be  affected,  on 
account  of  any  uip  or  miacarriage  that  may  have  bap* 
pened  within  twenty  years  last  nast 

And  if  any  lady  should  find  nerself  aggrieved  by  the 
decision  of  the  said  Mr.  Bettesworth,  it  shall  be  lawful 
for  her  to  remove  her  cause,  by  appeal,  before  the  up- 
right man  in  Kaaex-street,  who,  having  never  gpiven  a 
ooiTupt  judgment,  may  be  called,  next  after  bia  boli* 
neaa  at  Rome,  the  only  infaUibkjudg^  unon  earth ;  and 
the  aaid  upright  man's  determination  shail  be  final  and 
conclusive  to  all  parties. 

And  forasmuch  as  it  appears  by  experience,  that  this 
beneficial  branch  of  commerce  cannot  well  be  carried 
on  without  entries  to  be  made  in  writing,  which,  by 
tibeir  great  number,  might  occasion  ovetsi^ta  and  mis* 
takes,  without  some  prudent  reatrictions;  it  ia  humbly 
propoaed  that  all  appointmenta  made  for  any  longer  time 
than  three  montha  to  come  ahall  be  declared  utterly 
null  and  void :  and  in  caae  a  lady  ahould  happen,  upon 
the  day  prefixed  within  that  term,  to  be  inUbour,  or  to 
be  no  longer  than  one  week  brought  to  bed ;  or  if,  for 
the  unaeasonahle  hours,  her  husband  should  withhold 
her  pin-money,  or  chain  her  by  tiie  leg  to  the  bed-post, 
she  shall  incur  no  penalty  for  her  non«appearance|, 
there  being  no  doubt  of  her  good  inclination. 

But  no  plea  of  a  husband  newly  buried,  or  of  weeds 
delayed  by  a  mantua^maker,  or  any  other  matter  of 
mere  fashion  or  ceremony,  ahall  be  in  anywiae  ad* 
mitted. 

And  to  the  intent  that  no  breach  of  feith  may  pass 
unpunished,  it  is  proposed,  that  the  lady  making  default 
ahall  at  the  next  party  meeting  take  the  chair  nearest 
the  door,  or  againat  a  cncked  panel  in  the  wainacot, 
and  have  no  screen  at  her  back,  unless  she  ahall  give 
her  honour  that  her  memorandum  paper  waa  casually 
left  in  her  folio  Common  Prayer-book  at  church,  and 
that  she  only  perused  it  there  during  the  collect;  in 
which  caae  her  nuniahment  shall  be  respited  till  the 
next  meeting,  wnere  she  shall  produce  the  same,  and 
vouch  it  to  to  the  true  original. 

And  lastly,  because  it  sometimes  happens  that  a 
party  is  broken  and  a  hand  wanting  by  misfioewr,  and 
other  blunders  of  servanta  carrying  messages ;  it  is  pro- 
posed, that  the  servant  so  offending,  if  it  be  a  valii  dt 
ehamirtj  shall  wait  in  a  common  livery  for  the  space 
of  one  month ;  and  if  he  be  a  footman,  the  booby 
shall  be  tossed  in  a  blanket  in  the  middle  of  Stepben*s 
Green. 


ADVERTISEMENT 

FOR  THB  HONOUR  OF  THE  KINGDOM  OF  IRELAND. 

178S. 


This  is  to  inform  the  public,  that  a  gentleman  of  long 
study,  observation,  ana  experience^  hath  employed  him- 
self for  several  yeara  in  making  collectiona  of  facta  re- 
lating to  the  conduct  of  divinea,  phyaiciana,  lawyen, 
aoldiera,  merchanti,  tradera,  and  aquirea ;  coutaiuing  an 
hiatorical  account  of  the  moat  remarkable  corruptiona, 
frauda,  oppreaaiona,  knaveries,  and  penuries ;  wherein 
the  names  of  the  persons  concerned  soaU  be  inserted  at 
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full  length,  witb  some  account  of  their  families  and 
fetatioDs. 

But  whereas  the  said  gentleman  cannot  complete  his 
"history  without  some  assistance  from  the  public,  he 
humbly  desires  that  all  persons,  who  have  any  memoirs, 
or  accounts,  relating  to  themselves,  their  ftmilies,  their 
friends,  or  acquaintance,  which  are  well  attested,  and 
6t  to  enrich  the  work,  will  please  to  send  them  to  the 
printer  of  this  advertisement :  and  if  any  of  the  said 
persons,  who  are  disposed  to  send  materials,  happen  to 
live  in  the  country,  it  is  desired  their  letters  may  be 
either  franked,  or  the  post  paid. 

This  collection  is  to  commence  with  the  year  1700, 
and  to  be  continued  to  the  present  year,  1738.  The 
work  is  to  be  entitled,  <*  The  Author's  Critical  History 
ofhisOwnTHma." 

It  is  intended  to  be  printed  by  subscription,  in  a  large 
octavo ;  each  volume  to  contain  500  facts,  and  to  be 
sold  for  a  British  crown.  The  author  proposeth  that 
the  whole  work  (which  shall  take  in  the  period  of  38 
years^  shall  be  contained  in  18  volumes. 

Wnoever  shall  send  the  author  any  accounts  of  per- 
sons who  have  performed  any  acts  of  justice^  charity, 
public  spirit,  gratitude,  fidelity,  or  the  like,  attested  by 
indubitable  witnenes  within  the  same  period,  the  said 
Ihcts  shall  be  printed  by  way  of  appendix  at  the  end  of 
each  volume,  and  no  addition  to  the  price  of  the  work 
demanded.  But,  lot  any  such  persons  may  apprehend 
that  the  relating  of  these  facts  may  be  injurious  to  their 
reputations,  their  names  shall  not  be  set  down  without 
particular  direction. 

N.B.  There  will  be  a  small  number  printed  on  royal 
paner  for  the  curious,  at  only  two  British  crowns.  There 
will  also  be  the  effigies  of  the  most  eminent  persons 
mentioned  in  this  work,  prefixed  to  each  volume,  curi- 
ously engraved  by  Mr.  Hogarth. 

Subscriptions  are  taken  in  by  the  printer  hereof,  and 
by  the  booksellers  of  London  and  Dublin. 
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_  .        ,  D*«iery.hoa«e,  S«vt  2«.  1726. 

The  continued  concourse  of  beggars  from  all  parts  of 
the  kingdom  to  this  city,  having  made  it  impossible 
for  the  several  parishes  to  maintain  their  own  poor  ac- 
cording to  the  ancient  laws  of  the  land,  several  loid 
mayors  did  anply  themselves  to  the  lord  archbishop  of 
Dublin,  that  his  grace  would  direct  his  clei^  and  his 
churchwardens  of  the  said  city  to  appoint  ba^es  of 
brass,  copper,  or  pewter,  to  be  worn  by  the  poor  of  the 
■evCTal  parishes.  The  badges  to  be  marked  with  the 
initial  lettersjof  the  ^name  of  each  churoh,  and  num- 
bered 1,  2,  3,  &c.,  and  to  be  well  sewed  and  fastened 
on  the  right  and  left  shoulder  of  the  outward  garment 
of  each  of  the  said  poor,  by  which  they  might  be  dis- 
tinguished. And  that  none  of  the  said  poor  should  go 
out  of  their  own  parish  to  beg  alms;  whereof  the  beadles 
were  to  take  care. 

His  grace  the  lord  archbishop  did  accordingly  give 
his  directions  to  the  clergy;  which,  however,  have 
proved  wholly  ineffectual,  by  the  fraud,  perveisenew, 
or  pride  of  the  said  poor,  several  of  them  openly  pro- 
testing "  they  will  never  submit  to  wear  the  said  badges." 
And  of  those  who  received  them,  idmost  every  one  keep 
them  in  their  pockets,  or  hang  them  in  a  string  about 
their  necks,  or  fasten  them  under  their  coats,  not  to  be 
seen,  by  which  means  the  whole  design  is  eluded ;  so 
that  a  man  may  walk  from  one  end  of  the  town  to  an- 
other without  seeing  one  b«ggar  regularly  badged,  and 
in  such  great  numbers,  that  they  are  a  mighty  nuisance 
to  the  public,  most  of  them  being  foreigners. 

It  is  therefore  {iroposed,  that  his  grace  the  lord  arch- 


bishop would  please  to  call  the  clergy  of  the  city  toge- 
ther, and  renew  his  directions  and  exhortations  to  thenar 
to  put  the  affair  of  badges  effectually  in  practice,  by  such 
methods  as  his  grace  and  they  shall  agree  upon.  And 
I  think  it  would  be  highly  necessary  that  some  paper 
should  be  pasted  up  in  several  proper  parts  of  the  city, 
signifying  this  order,  and  exhorting  ail  people  to  give 
no  alms  except  to  those  poor  who  are  regmarly  hedged, 
and  only  while  they  are  in  the  precincts  of  their  own 
parishes.  And  if  something  like  this  were  delivered  by 
the  ministers  in  the  readingndesk  two  or  three  LwdV 
days  successively,  it  would  still  be  of  further  use  to  pat 
this  noatter  upon  a  right  foot  And  that  all  who  offend 
against  this  regulation  be  treated  as  vagabonds  axMi 
sturdy  beggan. 


CONSIDERATIONS 

ABOUT  MAINTAINING  THE  FOOB. 


Wb  have  been  amused,  for  at  least  thirty  yean  va^ 
with  numberless  schemes,  in  writing  and  discourse,  both 
in  and  out  of  parliament,  for  maintaining  the  poor  and 
setting  them  to  work,  especially  in  this  city :  most  of 
which  were  idle,  indigested,  or  visionary ;  and  all  of 
them  ineffectual,  as  it  has  plainly  appeared  by  the  con- 
sequences. Many  of  those  projectors  were  so  stupid, 
that  they  drew  a  parallel  from  Holland  to  England^  to 
foe  settled  in  Ireland ;  that  is  to  say,  from  two  countriA 
with  full  freedom  and  encouragement  for  trade,  tn  a 
third  where  all  kind  of  trade  is  cramped,  and  the  moct 
beneficial  parts  are  entirely  taken  away.  But  the  per- 
petual infelicity  of  false  and  foolish  reasoning,  as  well 
as  proc4^ing  and  acting  upon  it,  seems  to  be  fatal  to 
this  country. 

For  my  own  part,  who  have  much  conversed  with 
those  folks  who  call  themselves  merchants,  I  do  not  r^ 
member  to  have  met  with  a  more  ignorant  and  wrong- 
thinking  race  of  people  in  the  very  first  rudiment!  of 
trade ;  which,  however,  was  not  so  much  owing  to  their 
want  of  capacity,  as  to  the  crazy  constitution  of  tbii 
kingdom,  where  pedlers  are  better  qualified  to  thriTe 
than  the  wisest  merchants.  I  could  fill  a  volume  with 
only  setting  down  a  list  of  the  public  absurdities  by 
which  this  kingdom  has  suffered  within  the  compass  of 
my  own  memory,  such  as  could  not  be  believed  of  any 
nation,  among  whom  folly  was  not  established  as  a  law. 
I  cannot  forbear  instancing  a  few  of  these,  because  it 
may  be  of  some  use  to  those  who  shall  have  it  io  their 
power  to  be  more  cautious  for  the  future. 

The  first  was,  the  building  of  the  barracks  ;  whereof 
I  have  seen  above  one-half,  and  have  heard  enough  of 
the  rest,  to  affirm  that  the  public  has  been  cheated  of 
at  least  two-thirds  of  the  money  raised  for  that  use,  by 
the  plun  fraud  of  the  undertakers. 

Another  was  the  management  of  tiie  money  raised 
for  the  Palatines ;  when,  instead  of  employing  that  great 
sum  in  purchasing  lands  in  some  remote  and  cheap  pait 
of  the  kingdom,  and  there  planting  those  people  as  a 
colony,  the  whole  end  was  utterly  defeated. 

A  third  is,  the  insurance  office  against  fire,  by  which 
several  thousand  pounds  are  yearly  remitted  to  Eng- 
land, (a  trifle,  it  seems,  we  can  easily  spore,)  and  vUl 
gradually  increase  until  it  comes  to  a  good  national  tax : 
for  the  society-marks  upon  our  houses  (under  which 
might  properly  be  written,  "  The  Lord  have  merry 
upon  us !  •'■)spread  faster  and  fkrther  than  the  colony  uf 
frogs.  •>  I  have,  for  above  twenty  years  past,  given  wani- 

*  This  wnu  the  iiueripUon  placed  on  houses  viuted  by  the 
plsgae. 

»  This  similitode,  which  is  'eerUinly  the  ftneit  diat  could 
possibly  have  been  used  upon  this  occasion,  teems  to  rtfouirp  • 
short  explication.  About  the  beginning  of  th«»  eighteenth  ceo- 
tury.  Dr.  Owyihen,  a  physician,  and  fellow  of  the  Uni^eraitj 
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in(«reml  diotuand  timet  to  maiiy  tulNtantial  people, 
and  to  nich  who  are  acquainted  with  lords  and  iquiree, 
and  the  like  great  folks,  to  any  of  whom  I  have  not  the 
honour  to  be  known :  I  mentioned  my  daily  fean,  lest 
our  wstchful  friends  in  England  might  take  this  biisi- 
Deai  oot  of  our  bands ;  and  how  easy  it  would  be  to 
prcTent  that  eril,  by  erecting  a  society  of  persons  who 
bad  good  estate^  sach,  for  instance,  as  that  noble  knot 
of  baukcrs,  under  the  style  of  **  Swift  and  Company." 
But  now  we  are  become  tributary  to  England,  not  only 
iff  iMtm'als  to  Ugbt  our  own  fires,  but  for  engines  to 
put  tboa  out;  to  which,  if  hearth-money  be  added, 
(ivpnlMl  in  England  at  a  grievance,}  we  havethe  honour 
to  par  three  taxes  for  fire. 

A  foDith  was  the  knavery  of  those  merchants,  or 
lineD-manufacturers,  or  both,  when,  upon  occasion  of 
the  plague  at  Maneillet,  we  had  a  fair  opportunity  of 
getting  into  our  hands  the  whole  linen-trade  of  Spain; 
hot  ^  ooBunodity  was  to  bad,  and  held  at  so  high  a 
rate,  that  aknost  the  whole  cargo  was  returned,  and  the 
naiU  Kmsinder  sold  below  the  prime  cost. 

Sa  mnj  other  particulars  of  the  same  nature  crowd 
into  ny  thoughts,  diat  I  am  forced  to  stop ;  and  the 
ntber  because  they  are  not  very  proper  for  my  subject, 
to  vhieh  I  shall  now  return. 

Among  all  the  schemes  for  maintaining  the  poor  of 
the  city  and  setting  them  to  work,  the  least  weight  has 
been  laid  upon  that  single  point  which  is  of  the  greatest 
importance ;  I  mean  that  of  keeping  foreign  beggars 
from  evanning  hither  out  of  every  part  of  the  country ; 
for  until  this  be  brought  to  pass  eflectually,  all  our  wise 
reuonings  and  proceedings  upon  them  will  be  vain  and 
ndicalous. 

The  prodigious  number  of  beggars  throughout  this 
kiogdom,  in  proportion  to  so  small  a  number  of  people, 
ii  owing  to  many  reasons :  to  the  laziness  of  the  natives ; 
the  want  of  work  to  employ  them ;  the  enormous  rents 
piid  byoottageis  for  their  miserable  cabins  and  potato 
pUi;  their  early  marriages,  without  the  least  prospect 
of  eitabUshment ;  the  ruin  of  agriculture,  whereoy  such 
nit  namben  are  hindered  from  providing  their  own 
^"Q<1  tad  have  no  money  to  purchase  it;  the  mortal 
*^p  npoo  all  kinds  of  trade ;  and  many  other  circum* 
*uim^  too  tedious  or  invidious  to  mention. 

^  to  the  same  causes  we  owe  the  jierpetual  con- 
^oumof  fcreign  beggars  to  this  town,  the  country  land* 
lonh  gtring  all  aatxttance,  except  money  and  victualt, 
to  drive  fivm  dieir  estatet  thote  miterable  creaturct  they 
haw  undone. 

It  *■  t  general  complaint  against  tiie  poor-house, 
Y^  iti  former  governors,  *'  That  the  number  of  poor 
>o  thn  city  did  not  letten  by  taking  300  into  the  berate, 
*nd  all  ofihem  recommended  under  the  minitters^  and 
chorchvizdeni*  hands  of  the  several  parishes :''  and 
this  complaint  must  still  continue,  although  the  poor- 
houae  iboald  be  enlarged  to  contain  3000,  or  even 
double  that  number. 

Jhe  levcDues  of  the  poor-house,  as  it  is  now  esta- 
^iibed,  amount  to  about  2000/.  a-year ;  whereof  300/. 
■uiwed  for  officers,  and  100/.  for  repairs,  the  remaining 
HtM)/.,  St  4/.a-head,  will  support  435  persons.  This  is 
t  &TDanb1e  allowance,  eonsioering  that  I  subtract  no- 
™Dg  for  the  diet  of  thote  officert,  and  for  wear  and  tear 
of  fnnutnre ;  and  if  every  one  of  diete  collegiatet  should 

j^Dtthlm,  brought  over  «ith  him  t  parcel  of  frogi  from  Eng- 
>«Bd  to  Inland,  hi  order  to  propagate  their  ipeciea  in  that 
fc«sdi)i»,«nd  Uuewthem  iotothe  ditches  of  the  Unlvertitv 
^k :  b«t  they  aii  periihed.  Whereupon  be  wni  to  Englaind 
H*  loae  bottle*  of  uw  thMr-spawn,  whtoh  he  threw  into  thnse 
ti^  k^Ll?  ^^^'^  memoe  the  species  of  tngt  was  propagated  in 
Y  ,!?*•'*■*•  However,  tlieir  number  waa  »o  smafi  in  the 
\!1 1  "7*  *"*  '  *^  "••  nowhere  to  be  aeen  in  Ireland,  fx- 
*7^^*»»«nciKhboazhood  of  the  University  park:  but  within 
rf  *.!?*'*"  y**»»  ■*■'•  *<7  spread  thirty,  forty,  or  fifty  miles 
^^||JJ«»wmtry;  andao  at  last,  by  degrees,  over  the  wliole 


be  set  to  work,  it  is  agreed  they  will  not  be  able  to  gain 
by  their  labour  above  one-fourth  part  of  their  main- 
tenance. 

At  the  same  time,  the  oratorial  part  of  these  gentle- 
men seldom  vouchsafe  to  mention  fewer  than  1500  or 
3000  people  to  be  maintauied  in  this  hospital,  without 
troubling  their  heads  about  the  fund.     *      *       * 


A  PROPOSAL 


FOR  GIVING  BADGES  TO  THE  BEGGARS  IN  ALL 
THE  PARISHES  OF  DUBLIN. 


April  22, 1737. 
It  has  been  a  general  complaint  that  the  poor-house 
(especially  since  the  new  constitution  hy  act  of  parlia- 
ment) has  been  of  no  benefit  to  this  city,  for  the  ease 
of  which  it  was  wholly  intended.  I  had  the  honour 
to  be  a  member  of  it  many  years  before  it  was  new- 
modelled  by  the  legislature,  not  from  any  personal 
regard,  but  merely  at  one  of  the  two  deans,  who  are  of 
course  put  into  most  commisrions  that  relate  to  the 
city ;  and  I  have  likewise  the  honour  to  have  been 
left  out  of  several  commistiont,  upon  the  score  ^  of 
party,  in  which  my  predecessors  time  out  of  mind 
have  always  been  memners. 

The  first  commission  was  made  up  of  about  fifty 
persons,  which  were  the  lord  mayor,  aldermen  and 
sheriffs,  and  some  few  other  citiiens,  the  judges,  the 
two  archbishops,  the  two  deans  of  the  city,  and  one  or 
two  more  gentlemen.  And  I  must  confess  my  opini^ 
that  the  dissolving  of  the  old  commission  and  establish- 
ing a^new  one  of  nearly  three  times  the  number  have 
been  the  great  cause  of  rendering  so  good  a  design  not 
only  useless  but  a  grievance,  instead  of  a  benefit  to  the 
city.  In  the  present  commission  all  the  city  clergy 
are  included,  besides  a  great  number  of  squires;  not 
only  those  who  reside  in  Dublin  and  the  neighbour- 
hood, but  several  who  live  at  a  great  distance,  and  can- 
not possibly  have  the  least  concern  for  the  advantage 

of  the  city. 

At  the  few  general  meetings  that  I  have  attended 
since  the  new  establishment,  I  observed  very  little  waa 
done  except  one  or  two  acts  of  extreme  justice,  which 
I  then  thought  might  at  well  have  been  spaved  j  and 
I  have  found  the  court  of  assistant*  usually  taken  up 
in  little  wrangles  about  coachmen,  and  adjusting  ac- 
counts of  meal  and  small  beer,  which,  however  neces- 
sary, might  sometimes  have  given  phice  to  matten  of 
much  greater  moment, — I  mean  some  schemes  recom- 
mended to  the  general  board  for  answering  the  chief 
ends  in  erecting  and  establishing  such  a  poor-house 
and  endowing  it  with  so  considerable  a  revenue ;  and 
the  principid  end  I  take  to  have  been  that  of  main- 
taining the  poor  and  orphans  of  the  city  where  the 
parishes  are  not  able  to  do  it,  and  clearing  the  streets 
from  all  strollers,  foreigners,  and  sturdy  beggars,  with 
which,  to  the  tmiversal  compkint  and  admiration, 
Dublin  is  more  infested  since  the  establishment  of 
the  poor-house  than  it  was  ever  known  to  be  since  its 

first  erection.  .v .    »       -.  i   - 

As  the  whole  fiind  for  supporting  this  hospital  is 
raised  only  from  the  inhabitants  of  the  city,  so  there 
can  be  hardly  anything  more  absurd  than  to  see  it 
misemployed  in  maintaining  foreign  beggars,  and 
bastards  or  orphans  of  farmers,  whose  country  land- 
lords never  contributed  one  shilling  toward  their  sup- 
port. I  would  engage  that  half  this  revenue,  if  em- 
ployed with  common  care  and  no  very  great  degree  of 
common  honesty,  would  maintain  aU  the  real  objects 
of  charity  in  this  city,  excent  a  small  number  of 
original  poor  in  every  parish,  who  might,  without  being 
burdensome  to  the  parishioners,  find  a  tolerable  support. 
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I  hare  for  tome  yean  past  applied  mywlf  to  several 
lord-mayort,  and  die  late  archbubop  of  Dublin,  fur  a 
remedy  to  tbi*  evil  of  foreign  beggart ;  and  tbey  all 
appeared  ready  to  receiTe  a  rery  plain  proponl,  I 
mean  that  of  faadging  the  original  poor  of  every  pariah 
who  begged  in  the  itreets ;  that  the  laid  begganfiumld 
be  confined  to  &eir  own  parishei ;  that  Uiey  thould 
wear  their  badges  well  lewn  upon  one  of  their  ihonlden, 
always  visible,  on  pain  of  being  whipped  and  turned 
out  of  town,  or  whatever  legal  punishment  may  be 
thought  proper  and  effectual.  But,  by  the  wrong  way 
of  thinking  m  some  clergymen,  and  the  indifference  of 
others,  this  method  was  perpetually  defeated,  to  their 
own  continual  disquiet,  wnicn  they  do  not  ill  deserve  : 
and  if  the  grievance  affected  only  them,  it  would  be  of 
less  consequence,  because  the  remedy  is  in  their  own 
power :  but  all  street 'walkers  and  shopkeepers  bear  an 
equal  share  in  its  hourly  vexation. 

I  never  heard  of  more  than  one  objection  against 
this  expedient  of  badging  the  poor,  and  confining  their 
walks  to  their  several  paruihes.  The  objection  was  this — 
What  shall  we  do  with  the  foreign  beggars  t  must  they  be 
left  to  starve f  I  answered,  No;  tmt  they  must  be 
driven  and  whipped  out  of  the  town  ;  and  let  the  next 
country  parish  do  as  tiiey  please,  or  rather,  after  the 
practice  m  England,  send  them  from  one  parish  to 
another  until  they  reach  their  own  homes.  By  the  old 
laws  of  England,  still  in  force,  every  parish  is  bound  to 
maintain  its  own  poor ;  and  the  matter  is  of  no  such 
consequence  in  this  point  as  some  would  make  it, 
whether  a  country  parish  be  rich  or  poor.  In  the 
remoter  and  poorer  parishes  of  the  kingdom,  all  neces- 
■aries  of  life  proper  for  poor  people  are  comparatively 
cheaper ;  I  mean  buttermilk,  oatmeal,  potatoes,  and 
other  vegetables ;  and  every  former  or  cottager,  who  is 
not  himself  a  beggar,  can  spare  sometimes  a  sup  or  a 
morsel,  not  wor&  the  fourm  part  of  a  farthing,  to  an 
indigent  neighbour  of  his  own  parish,  who  is  disabled 
from  work.  A  beggar,  native  of  the  parish,  is  known 
to  the  squire,  to  the  church-minister,  to  the  popish 
priest,  or  the  conventicle-teacher,  as  well  as  to  every 
former ;  he  has  generally  some  relations  able  to  live, 
and  contribute  something  to  his  maintenance :  none  of 
which  advantages  can  be  reasonably  expected  on  a 
removal  to  plaees  where  he  is  altogether  unknown.  If 
he  be  not  quite  maimed,  he  and  ^  trull  and  litter  of 
brats  (if  he  1ms  any)  may  get  h^  their  support  by 
'i^ohig  some  kind  of  work  in  £eir  power,  and  thereby  be 
less  burdensome  to  the  people.  In  short,  all  necessaries 
of  life  grow  in  the  country,  and  not  in  cities,  and  are 
cheaper  where  tfiey  grow ;  nor  is  it  equitable  that  beggars 
should  put  us  to  the  charge  of  giving  them  victiuls^ 
and  the  carriage  too. 

But  when  the  spirit  of  wandering  takes  him,  attended 
by  hu  females  and  their  [equipage  of  chUdren,  he 
becomes  a  nuisance  to  the  wnsle  country ;  he  and  his 
females  are  thieves,  and  teach  the  trade  of  stealing  to 
tiieir  brood  of  four  years  old ;  and  if  his  infirmities  be 
counterfeit,  it  is  dangerous  for  a  single  person  unarmed 
to  meet  him  on  the  rtMul.  He  wanders  nom  one  oounty 
to  another,  but  still  with  a  view  to  this  town,  where  he 
arrives  at  last,  and  enjoys  all  the  privileges  of  a  Dublin 
beggar. 

I  do  not  wonder  that  the  country  squires  should  be 
very  willing  to  send  np  their  colonies;  but  why  the 
city  should  be  content  to  receive  them  is  beyond  my 
imagination^ 

If  the  city  were  obliged  by  their  charters  to  maintain 
a  thousand  beggars,  th^  could  do  it  cheaper  by  eighty 
per  cent  a  hundred  miles  off,  than  in  this  town,  or  in 
any  of  its  suburbs. 

There  is  no  village  in  Connaught  that  in  proportion 
shares  sodeeply  in  the  daily  increasing  miseries  of  Ireland 
-•J  its  capital  city  ;  to  whioh  miseriea  Hiete  haxdly 


remained  any  addition,  except  Ae  perpetual  swarms 
of  foreign  beggars,  who  might  be  banished  in  a  month, 
without  expense,  and  with  very  little  trouble. 

As  I  am  personally  acquainted  with  a  great  number 
of  strect-bqjgarS)  I  find  some  weak  attempts  have  been 
made  in  one  or  two  parishes  to  promote  tne  wearing  of 
badges ;  and  my  first  question  to  those  who  ask  an  slims 
is,  ^  Where  is  your  badge  f '  I  have,  in  several  jears, 
met  with  about  a  doien  who  were  ready  to  produce 
them,  some  out  of  their  pockets,  others  from  unaer  their 
coats,  and  two  or  three  on  their  shoulders,  only  covered 
with  a  sort  of  capes,  which  they  oould  lift  up  or  let 
down  upon  occasion.  They  are  too  laxy  to  work; 
they  are  not  afraid  to  steal,  nor  ashamed  to  beg  ;  and 
yet  are  too  proud  to  be  seen  with  a  badge,  as  many  of 
them  have  confessed  to  me^  and  not  a  hw  in  very 
injurious  terms,  particularly  the  females.  They  aU 
look  upon  such  an  obligation  as  a  high  indignity  done 
to  their  office.  I  appiaal  to  all  indifferent  people 
whether  such  wretches  deserve  to  be  relieved.  As  to 
myself,  I  must  confess  this  absurd  insolence  has  so 
affected  me^  that  for  several  years  past  I  have  not 
disposed  of  one  single  farthing  to  a  street-beggar,  nor 
intend  to  do  so,  until  I  see  a  better  regulation ;  and  I 
have  endeavoured  to  persuade  all  my  brother  walkers  to 
follow  my  example,  which  most  of  diem  assure  me  tbej 
will  do.  For  if  oeggary  be  not  able  to  beat  out  pride, 
it  cannot  deserve  charity.  However,  as  to  persons  in 
coaches  and  chairs,  they  bear  but  little  of  the  persecu- 
tion we  suffer,  and  are  willing  to  leave  it  entirely 
upon  us. 

To  say  the  truth,  there  is  not  a  more  undeserving, 
vicious  race  of  human  kind  than  the  bulk  of  those  who 
are  reduced  to  beggary,  even  in  this  beggarly  country. 
For  as  a  great  part  of  our  public  miseries  is  originally 
owing  to  our  own  faults,  (but  what  those  faults  aiei,  I 
am  grown  by  experience  too  wary  to  mention,)  so  I  am 
confident  that,  among  the  meaner  people,  nineteen  in 
twenty  of  those  who  are  reduced  to  a  starving  condition 
did  not  become  so  by  what  the  lawyers  call  the  work 
of  God  either  upon  their  bodies  or  goods ;  but  merely 
from  their  own  idleness,  attended  with  all  manner  of 
vices,  particularly  drunkenness,  thievery,  and  cheating. 

Whoever  inquires,  as  I  have  frequently  done  from 
those  who  have  asked  me  an  alms,  what  was  tlkeir 
former  course  of  life,  will  find  them  to  have  been 
servants  in  good  fomilies,  broken  tradesmen,  labourers, 
cottagers,  uid  what  they  call  decayed  housdceepers; 
but  (to  use  th«r  own  cant)  reduced  by  lasses  and 
crosses,  by  which  nothing  can  be  understood  but  idle- 
ness and  vice. 

As  this  ii  the  only  Christian  country  when  people, 
contrary  to  the  old  maxim,  are  the  poverty,  and  not 
the  riches  of  the  nation ;  so  the  blessing  of  increase  and 
multiply  is  by  us  converted  into  a  curse ;  and  as  mar- 
riage has  been  ever  countenanced  in  all  free  countries, 
so  we  should  be  less  miserable  if  it  were  discouraged 
in  ours,  as  frir  as  can  be  consistent  with  Christianity. 
It  is  seldom  known  in  England  that  the  labourer,  the 
lower  mechanic,  the  servant  or  the  cottager,  thinks  of 
marrying  until  he  has  saved  up  a  stock  of  money  suf* 
ficient  to  carry  on  his  business,  nor  takes  a  wifo  with- 
out a  suitable  pMiion ;  and  as  sddom  foils  of  making 
a  yearly  addition  to  diat  stock,  with  a  view  of  pro- 
viding for  his  children.  But  in  this  kingdom  the  case 
is  direcdy  contrary ;  where  many  thousand  couples  are 
yearly  married,  whose  whole  united  fortunes,  bating 
the  rags  on  their  backs,  would  not  be  sufficient  to  pur- 
chase a  pint  of  butter-milk  for  their  wedding-enpper, 
nor  have  any  prospect  of  supporting  their  honourable 
state,  but  by  service,  or  labour,  or  thievery.  Nay, 
their  happiness  is  often  deferred  until  they  tiud  credit 
to  borrow,  or  cunning  to  steal|  a  shilling  to  pay  their 
popish  priest,  or  infamous  couple-beggar.    Surely  no 
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niiieiiloaf  portion  of  wudom  would  be  leqiiired  to 
find  mne  kind  of  remedy  against  this  destnichye  evil, 
or  at  lesut  not  to  draw  the  consequences  of  it  upon  our 
dccayinf  city,  the  greatest  part  whereof  most  of  course 
ID  a  fev  yean  become  desolate  or  in  ruins. 

In  all  other  nations,  that  are  not  absolutely  barba- 
itMi,  paientf  think  themselves  bound  by  the  law  of 
mhire  and  reason  to  make  some  provision  for  their 
childivD ;  but  the  reason  offered  by  the  inhabitanti  of 
lidaDd  for  marrying  is,  that  they  mav  have  children 
tQ  naiotab  them  when  they  grow  old  and  unable  to 
work. 

I  am  informed  that  we  have  been  for  some  time  past 
extrpiaely  obliged  to  England  for  one  very  beneficial 
baoch  of  commerce;  for  it  seems  they  are  grown  so 
gnciow  as  to  transmit  us  continually  colonies  of 
beggan,  in  return  for  a  million  of  money  they  receive 
yearly  frooi  hence.  That  I  may  give  no  offence, 
1  profoi  to  mean  real  English  beggars,  in  the  literal 
muniof  of  the  word,  as  it  is  usually  understood  by 
Pf^totinfci.  It  seems  the  justices  of  the  peace  and 
parue-odieers  in  the  western  coasts  of  England  have  a 
iood  vfaiie  followed  tbe  trade  of  exporting  hither  their 
raprniumerary  beggars,  in  order  to  advance  the  English 
mtOmt  interest  among  us;  and  these  they  are  so 
kind  ai  to  send  over  ffnUu,  and  duty  free.  I  have  had 
tbe  honour,  more  than  once,  to  attend  large  cargoes  of 
f^  from  Chester  to  Dublhi;  and  I  was  then  so 
>ponnt  as  to  give  my  ojNmou  that  our  city  should 
noeive  them  into  Bridewell,  and  alter  a  month's  resi- 
d«ce,  having  been  well  whipped  twice  a-day,  fed  with 
hrac  and  water,  and  put  to  bard  labour,  they  should 
be  retonied  honestly  back  with  thanks  as  cheap  as  they 
came :  or  if  that  were  not  approved  of,  I  proposed  that, 
vhereat  one  Englishman  is  allowed  to  be  of  equal 
intrinsic  value  with  twelve  bom  in  Ireland,  we  should 
a  juitioe  return  them  a  doien  for  one,  to  dispose  of 
M  they  pkase. 

A«  to  the  native  poor  of  this  city,  there  would  be 
uule  or  no  damage  in  confining  them  to  their  several 
puiihei.  For  instance :  a  beggar  of  the  parish  of  St. 
Wttbotgh't,  or  any  other  parish  here,  if  he  be  an 
oa)ect  of  compaasion,  has  an  equal  chance  to  receive 
I^IKoportian  of  alma  finom  every  charitable  hand : 
b*<^>w  the  inhabitants^  one  or  other,  walk  through 
^f^  itmet  in  town,  and  give  their  alms  without  con- 
ftderini  the  place,  wherever  they  think  it  may  be  well 
^TQwl  of;  and  tbeae  helps,  added  to  what  they  get 
^  cstU>Iea,  by  going  irom  house  to  house  among  the 
fB>try  and  citneos,  will,  without  being  very  burden- 
•OBX,  be  RiiBcient  to  keep  them  alive. 

It  ii  true  the  poor  of  the  suburb  parishet  will  not 
wTe  altogether  the  same  advantage,  because  they  are 
not  equally  in  the  road  of  business  and  passengers ;  but 
11^  It  is  to  be  considered,  that  the  beggars  there 
hsre  not  so  good  a  title  to  public  charity,  because  most 
«f  tfann  are  strollers  from  the  country,  and  compose  a 
pnncipal  part  of  that  great  nuisance  which  we  ought  to 
jCDOTc.  1  should  be  apt  to  think,  that  few  things  can 
hem«e  irksome  to  a  city-minister  than  a  number  of 
b^gUB  which  do  not  belong  to  his  district;  whom  he 
has  no  obligation  to  take  care  of,  who  are  no  part  of  his 
flock,  aad  vbo  take  the  bread  out  of  the  mouths  of 
»«e  to  whom  it  properly  belongs.  When  I  mention 
JBi*  abuse  to  any  minister  of  a  city  parish,  he  usually 
Uyi  the  fault  upon  the  beadles,  who,  be  says^  are  bribed 
by  the  foreign  beggars;  and,  as  those  bodies  often 
kevp  alehoasa,  they  find  their  account  in  such  cus- 
*«*«».  This  evil  might  easily  be  remedied,  if  the 
PviAei  would  make  some  small  addition  to  the 
w*rie8  of  beadles,  and  be  more  careful  in  the  choice 
^  those  ofl&cets.  But  I  conceive  there  is  one  effectual 
*^**^  in  the  power  of  every  minister  to  put  in  prac- 
tice; 1  man,  by  making  it  the  interest  of  all  hia  own 


original  poor  to  drive  out  intruden ;  for,  if  the  parish 
beggars  were  absolutely  forbidden  by  the  minister  and 
church-officers  to  suffer  strollers  to  come  into  the 
parish,  upon  pain  of  themselves  not  being  permitted  to 
beg  alms  at  the  church  doors,  or  at  the  houses  and 
shops  of  the  inhabitants,  they  would  prevent  interlopers 
more  effectually  than  twenty  beadles. 

And  here  I  cannot  but  take  notice  of  the  great  indis- 
cretion of  our  city  shopkeepers,  who  suffer  their  doors 
to  be  daily  besieged  by  crowds  of  b^gars,  (as  the  gates 
of  a  lord  are  by  duns,)  to  the  great  disgust  and  vexa- 
tion of  many  customers,  who  I  have  frequently  observed 
to  go  to  other  shops,  rather  than  suffer  such  a  prsecu- 
tion ;  which  might  easily  be  avoided,  if  no  foreign  beg* 
gars  were  allowed  to  infest  them. 

Wherefore  I  do  assert,  that  the  shopkeepers,  who  are 
the  greatest  complainers  of  this  grievance,  lamenting 
that  for  every  customer  they  are  worried  by  fifty  beg- 
gars, do  very  well  deserve  what  they  suffer,  when  an 
apprentice  with  a  horsewhip  is  able  to  lash  every  beggar 
from  the  shop  who  is  not  one  of  the  parish,  and  does 
not  wear  the  badge  of  that  parish  on  his  shoulder,  well 
fastened  and  iairly  visible;  and  if  this  practice  were 
universal  in  every  bouse  to  all  the  sturdy  vagrants,  we 
should  in  a  few  weeks  clear  the  town  of  all  mendicants 
except  those  who  have  a  proper  tide  to  our  charity ;  as 
for  the  aged  and  infirm,  it  would  be  sufficient  to  give 
them  noting,  and  then  they  must  starve,  or  follow  their 
brethren. 

It  was  the  city  that  first  endowed  this  hospital ;  and 
diose  who  afterward  contributed,  as  they  were  such 
who  generally  inhabited  here,  so  they  intended  what 
they  gave  to  be  for  the  use  of  the  city's  poor.  The 
revenues  which  have  since  been  reised  by  parliament  are 
wholly  paid  by  the  city,  without  the  h^t  charge  upon 
any  other  part  of  the  kin^om ;  and  therefore  nothing 
could  more  defeat  theorigmal  design,  than  to  misapply 
diose  revenues  on  strolling  beggars  or  bastards  from 
the  country,  which  bears  no  share  in  the  charges  we 
are  at 

If  some  of  the  out- parishes  be  overburdened  with 
poor,  the  reaaxm  must  be,  that  (he  greatest  part  of  those 
poor  are  strollers  from  the  country,  who  nestle  themselves 
where  they  can  find  the  cheapest  lodgings,  and  from 
thence  infest  every  part  of  the  town ;  out  of  which  they 
ought  to  be  whipped  as  a  most  insufferable  nuisance, 
being  nothing  else  but  a  profligate  clan  of  thieves, 
drunkards,  heathens,  and  whoremongers,  fitter  to  be 
rooted  out  of  the  face  of  the  earth,  than  suffered  to  levy 
a  vast  annual  tax  upon  the  city,  which  shares  too  deep 
in  the  public  miseries,  brought  on  us  by  the  oppres- 
rions  we  lie  under  from  our  neighbours,  our  brethren, 
our  countrymen,  our  fellow-protesfants,  and  fellow- 
subjects. 

Some  time  ago  I  was  appointed  one  of  a  committee 
to  inquire  into  the  state  of  the  workhouse ;  where  we 
found  that  a  charity  was  bestowed  by  a  great  person 
for  a  certain  time,  which  in  its  consequences  operated 
very  much  to  the  detriment  of  the  house ;  for,  when 
the  time  was  elapsed,  all  those  who  were  supported  by 
that  charity  continued  on  die  same  foot  widi  the  rest 
of  the  foundation ;  and  being  generally  a  pack  of  pro- 
fligate vagabond  wretches  from  several  parts  of  the 
kingdom,  corrupted  all  the  rest ;  so  partial,  or  treache* 
rous,  or  interested,  or  ignorant,  or  mistaken,  are  gene- 
rally all  recommenders,  not  only  to  employments,  but 
even  to  charity  itself. 

I  know  it  is  complained  of,  that  the  difficulty  of 
driving  foreign  beggars  out  of  the  city  is  charged  upon 
the  beUowertf  (as  mey  are  called,)  who  find  their  ac- 
counts best  in  suffering  those  vagmnts  to  follow  their 
trade  through  every  part  of  the  town.  But  this  abuse 
might  easily  be  remedied,  and  very  much  to  the 
advantage  of  the  whole  city,  if  better  sidaries  were  given 
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to  thoee  who  execute  that  office  in  the  sevend  parishes, 
and  would  make  it  their  interests  to  clear  the  town  of 
those  caterpillars,  rather  than  hazard  the  loss  of  an 
employment  that  would  give  them  an  honest  livelihood. 
But  if  that  should  fail,  yet  a  general  resolution  of 
never  giving  charity  to  a  sireet*beggar  out  of  his  own 
parish,  or  without  a  visible  badge,  would  infallibly 
force  all  vagrants  to  depart. 

There  is  generally  a  vagabond  spirit  in  b^gars  which 
ought  to  be  discouraged  and  severely  punished.  It  is 
owing  to  the  same  causes  that  drove  them  into  poverty ; 
I  mean  idleness,  drunkenness,  and  rash  marriages, 
without  the  least  prospect  of  supporting  a  family  by 
honest  endeavours,  which  never  came  into  their  thoughts. 
It  is  observed,  that  hardly  one  beggar  in  twenty  looks 
upon  himself  to  be  relieved  by  receiving  bread  or  other 


food ;  and  they  have  in  this  town  been  freauently  teen 
to  pour  out  of  their  pitchers  good  broth  ttaat  has  been 
given  them  into  the  kennel;  neither  do  they  much 
regard  clothes  unless  to  sell  them ;  ibr  their  rags  are 
part  of  their  tools  with  which  they  work ;  they  want 
only  ide,  brandy,  and  other  strong  liquois,  which  cati* 
not  be  had  without  money ;  and  money,  tm  they  con- 
ceive, always  abounds  in  the  metropolis. 

I  had  some  other  thoughts  to  offer  upon  this  subject. 
But  as  I  am  a  desponder  in  my  nature,  and  have 
tolerably  well  discovered  the  disposition  of  our  people, 
who  never  will  move  a  step  toward  easing  themselves 
from  any  one  single  grievance,  it  will  be  thought  thvt 
I  have  idready  said  too  much,  and  to  little  or  no  par- 
pose,  which  has  often  been  the  /ate  or  fortune  of  tlie 
writer.  Jonathan  Swift. 


SERMONS. 


Though  the  dean**  Axst  and  most  laudable  ambition  was  to  excel  aa  a  preacher,  he  ftvqaently  declared  that  ho  had  not  talenta  for 
it,  and  thereforo  would  not  publish  any  aermons.  though  often  proaaml  by  his  IViendis  to  do  It.  He  was  however  weU  attended 
by  a  crowded  audience  erery  fifth  Sunday  at  his  cathedral,  when  the  preaching  came  to  his  turn,  whidi  was  well  known  ia 
Dublin :  and  his  sermons  are  certainly  curious,  for  such  reasons  as  would  make  other  works  despicable.  They  were  written  in 
a  carelMs  hurrving  manner,  the  ofispring  of  neoesaity,  not  of  choice,  so  that  we  see  the  original  force  of  hia  gemua  more  in  them 
compositions,  that  were  the  legitimate  sons  of  duty,  th.in  in  other  pieces,  that  were  the  natural  sons  of  love.  They  were  held  in 
such  low  esteem  in  his  own  thoushfei,  that,  some  years  bi^fore  he  died,  he  gave  away  the  whole  collection  to  Dr.  Slieridan,  witli 
the  utmost  indifference.  "  Here,  says  he,  "  are  a  bundle  of  my  old  sermons ;  you  mayl  have  them,  if  yon  please,  they  may  be 
of  use  to  you,  they  have  never  been  of  any  to  me."  Tlie  parcel  ^ven  to  Dr.  Sherlrlan  consisted  of  about  five  asd  thiiW  acnnons. 
Twelve  of  thieee.  having  come  to  light  at  different  periods  of  time,  are  here  collected,  and  a  perusal  of  any  one  of  them  most 
excite  a  wish  for  thoee  whidi  we  have  not  been  so  nappy  as  to  recover. 


•»•  The  following  form  of  payer,  which  Dr. 
Swift  constantly  used  in  the  pulpit  before  his  sermon, 
is  copied  from  his  own  hand- writing. 

**  Almighty  and  most  merciful  God !  forgive  us  all 
our  sins.  Give  us  grace  heartily  to  repent  them,  and 
to  lead  new  lives.  Grafl  in  our  hearts  a  true  love  and 
veneration  for  thy  holy  name  and  word.  Make  thy 
pastors  buniiqg  and  shining  lights,  able  to  convince 
gainsayers,  and  to  save  others  and  themselves.  Bless 
this  congregation  here  met  together  in  thy  name; 
grant  them  to  hear  and  receive  thy  holy  word,  to  the 
salvation  of  their  own  souls.  lastly,  we  desire  to 
return  thee  praise  and  thanksgiving  for  all  thy  mercies 
bestowed  upon  us,  but  chiefly  for  uie  fountain  of  them 
all,  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord,  in  whose  name  and  words 
we  further  call  upon  thee,  saying.  Our  Father,  &c.'* 


SERMON  THE  FIRST. 

THE  DIFFICULTY  OF  KNOWING  ONFS^ELF. 
2  KINQS  viii.  PART  OF  THE  13tH  VERSE. 

Ami  Hazaei  »aid,  But  what !  ia  thy  §ervant  a  dog,  that 
he  thoutd  do  this  great  thing  f 

We  have  a  very  singular  instance  of  the  deceitfulness 
of  the  heart,  represented  to  us  in  the  person  of  Hazaei, 

*  *'  When  I  first  gave  this  sermon  to  be  published,  I  had  some 
doubts  whether  it  were  (genuine,  for  though  I  found  it  in  the 
same  parcel  with  three  others  in  the  dean's  owu  hand,  and  there 
was  a  great  similitude  in  the  writing,  yet,  h  some  of  the  letters 
were  differently  cut,  and  the  hand  in  general  much  fkirer  than 
his,  I  i^ve  it  to  the  world  hs  dubious.  But  as  some  manuscripts 
of  his  early  poems  huve  since  fldlen  into  my  hands,  transcribed 
by  Stella,  I  found  upon  comparing  them  that  the  writing  wss 
exactly  the  same  with  that  of  the  sermon,  which  was  therafore 
copied  by  her.  Swift,  in  his  journal  to  that  lady,  takes  notice 
that  he  h;id  been  her  writinK-msster.  and  that  there  was  such  a 
strong  resemblance  l)etween  their  hands,  as  gave  ocoision  to 
some  of  his  friends  to  rally  him,  upon  seeing  some  of  her  letters 
addrcssod  to  him  at  the  |bar  of  the  coffee-house,  by  asking  him 
how  long  lie  had  taken  up  the  custom  of  writing  letters  to  him- 


who  was  sent  to  the  prophet  Elisha  to  inquire  of  the 
Lord  concerning  his  master  the  king  of  Syria's  re- 
covery* For  the  man  of  God,  having  told  hiai  that 
the  king  might  recover  from  the  disorder  he  was  then 
labouring  under,  began  to  set  and  fasten  his  couu« 
tenance  upon  him  of  a  sudden,  and  to  break  out  into 
the  most  violent  expressions  of  sorrow,  and  a  deep 
concern  for  it ;  whereupon,  when  Hazaei,  full  of  diaone 
and  confusion,  asked,  **  Why  weepethmy  lord?**  He 
answered,  "  Because  I  know  all  the  evil  that  thou  wilt 
do  unto  ^e  children  of  Israel ;  their  strongholds  wilt 
thou  set  on  fire,  and  their  young  men  wilt  thou  slay 
with  the  sword,  and  wilt  dash  their  children,  and  rip 
up  their  women  with  child.'*  Thus  much  did  the 
man  of  God  say  and  know  of  him,  by  a  light  darted 
into  his  mind  from  heaven.  But  Hazaei,  not  knowing 
himself  so  well  as  the  other  did,  was  startled  and 
amazed  at  the  relation,  and  would  not  believe  it  pos- 
sible tliat  a  man  of  his  temper  could  ever  run  out  into 
such  enormous  instances  of  cruelty  and  inhumanity. 
"WhatP*  says  he,  "is  thy  servant  a  dog,  that  he 
should  do  this  great  thing  t" 

And  yet  for  all  this  it  is  highly  probable  that  he 
was  then  that  man  he  could  not  imagine  himself  to 
be;  for  we  find  him,  on  the  very  next  dav  after  his 
return,  in  a  very  treacherous  and  disloyal  manner, 
murdering  his  own  master  and  usurping  his  kingdom ; 
which  was  but  a  prologue  to  the  sad  tragedy  which  be 
ailerwards  acted  upon  the  people  of  Israel. 

And  now  the  case  is  but  very  little  better  with  most 
men  than  it  was  with  Hazaei ;  however  it  coraeth  to 
pass,  they  are  wonderfully  unacquainted  with  their 
own  temper  and  disposition,  and  know  very  little  of 

self?  So  that  I  can  now  fkirly  give  it  to  the  public  •■  one  of 
his.  and  not  at  all  unworthy  of  the  author.**  The  admirers  of 
Swift,  it  has  been  justly  observed,  may  claim  for  hta  sermons  a 
liberal  share  of  the  approbation  due  to  his  other  nroductions 
Twelve  only  have  been  recovered  by  the  industry  of  Mr.  Nichols 
and  preceding  editors. 
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whi  ]MKth  within  tfaem ;  for  of  ao  many  proud,  am- 
bitioitt,  revengeftil,  cnvjing,  and  ill-natured  perionf 
thftt  an  in  the  world,  where  is  there  one  of  them,  who, 
aI(i)ougb  he  hath  all  the  aymptoma  of  the  vice  appear- 
ing UDOD  tfoj  occaiion,  can  look  with  such  an  im- 
pubi  eye  apoo  himself,  as  to  believe  that  the  imputa- 
tioD  thrown  upon  him  is  not  altogether  groundless  and 
unfurf  Who,  if  he  were  told  by  men  of  a  discerning 
^int  and  a  strong  conjecture,  of  all  the  evil  and 
ihrntd  things  which  that  false  heart  of  his  would  at 
coe  time  or  other  betray  him  into,  would  not  believe 
a»  bttie,  and  wonder  as  much  as  Hasael  did  before 
bio!  Thus,  for  instance ;  tell  an  angry  person  that  he 
if  weak  sod  impotent,  and  of  no  consistency  of  mind  ; 
tell  him  that  such  or  such  a  little  accident,  which  he 
maj  then  desptie  and  ^nk  much  below  a  nassion,  shall 
hmsfter  make  him  say  and  do  several  aCMurd,  indis- 
creet, and  misbecoming  things ;  he  may  perhaps  own 
that  be  hath  a  spirit  of  resentment  within  him  that  will 
Hit  Itt  him  be  imposed  upon,  but  he  fondly  imagines 
that  be  cu  lay  a  becoming  restraint  upon  it  when  he 
pl€a«tb,  although  it  is  ever  running  away  with  him 
uito  MM  indecency  or  other. 

ThmfoR,  to  bring  the  words  of  my  text  to  our  pre- 
•Ril  nocaiion,  I  ihall  endeavour  ,in  a  further  prosecution 
^  them,  to  evince  the  great  necessity  of  a  nice  and 
rorioui  iaipection  into  the  several  recesses  of  the  heart, 
^viof  the  toiest  and  the  shortest  method  that  a  wicked 
mutcan  take  to  reform  himself;  for  let  us  but  stop 
tf)e  firantain,  and  the  streams  wiU  spend  and  waste 
'tmnseUes  awaj  in  a  very  little  time  ;  but  if  we  go 
>^«xit,  like  children,  to  raise  a  bank,  and  to  stop  the 
njrmit,  uot  taking  notice  all  the  while  of  the  spring 
vaich  coiitinaally  feedeth  it,  when  the  next  flood  of 
taniKation  riseth  and  breaketh  in  upon  it,,  then  we 
ibaU  find  that  we  have  b^un  at  the  wrong  end  of  our 
>iutT,  aiid  that  we  are  very  Uttle  more  the  tietter  for  it, 
Utaa  if  we  had  sat  still  and  made  no  advances  at  all. 

Bat  in  order  to  a  clearer  explanation  of  the  point,  I 

i^all  ipeak  to  these  following  particulars : — 

^'^,  By  endeavouring  to  prove,  from  particular  iii- 

■^ico,  that  man  is  generally   the  most  ignorant 

OQ^tite  in  the  world  of  himself. 

^^,  By  inquiring  into  the  groimds  and  reasons  of 

bifjgnoonce. 
Thrdi/  and  buify^  By  proposing  several  advantages 
that  do  most  assuredly  attend  a  due  improvement  in 
(he  knowledge  of  ourselves. 

Fmt,  then,  to  prove  that  man  is  generally  the  most 
i<nioeaot  ciestnre  in  the  world  of  himself. 

To  pQone  the  heart  of  man  through  all  the  instances 
t'^  iife,  in  all  its  several  windings  and  turnings,  and 
■Jtrin  that  infinite  variety  of  shapes  and  appearances 
«hicb  it  putteth  on,  would  be  a  difficult  and  almost 
ini[r«ibie  ondertaking ;  so  that  I  shall  confine  myself 
t>i  sich  as  bare  a  nearer  reference  to  the  present  occa- 
r>^  and  do  upon  a  closer  view  show  themselves 
tr.ruagh  the  whole  business  of  repentance.  For  we 
^'i  VuDv  what  it  is  to  repent,  but  whether  he  repenteth 
'  r&tiulj  of  his  sins  or  not,  who  can  know  itf 

NW  the  great  duty  of  repentance  ii  chiefly  made 
('p  f>f  thrse  two  parts,  a  hearty  sorrow  for  the  follies 
&''i  tniicarriages  of  the  time  past,  and  a  full  purpose 
^1  Kiolation  of  amendment  for  the  time  to  come. 
''^i  now  to  show  the  falseness  of  the  heart  in  both 
'''^  parts  of  repentance ;  and, 

ftnf^  As  to  a  hearty  sorrow  for  the  sins  and  mis- 
f  tfriaf^  of  the  time  past  Is  there  a  more  usual  thing 
>:a:i  fur  a  man  to  impose  upon  himself  by  putting  on 
a  fraye  and  demure  countenance,  by  casting  a  severe 
I  )"k  into  hii  past  conduct,  and  making  some  few  pious 
u'l  dfTOQt  reflections  upon  it ;  and  then  to  believe 
rtaf  he  Uth  repeated  to  an  excellent  purpose,  without 
r>er  letting  it  step  forth  into  practice,  and  show  itself 


in  a  holy  conversation  f  Nay,  some  persons  do  carry 
the  deceit  a  little  higher ;  who,  if  they  can  but  bring 
themselves  to  weep  for  their  sins,  are  then  full  of  an  ill- 
grounded  confidence  and  security ;  never  considering 
that  all  this  may  prove  to  be  no  more  than  the  very 
garb  and  outward  dress  of  a  contrite  heart,  which  an- 
o^er  heart,  as  hard  as  the  nether  millatone,  may  as 
well  put  on.  For  tears  and  sighs,  however  in  some 
penons  they  may  be  decent  and  commendable  expres- 
sions of  a  godly  sorrow,  are  neither  necessary  nor  in- 
fallible signs  of  a  true  and  unfeigned  repentance.  Not 
necessary,  because  sometimes,  and  in  some  persons,  the 
inward  grief  and  anguish  of  the  mind  may  be  too  big 
to  be  expressed  by  so  little  a  thing  as  a  tear,  and  then 
it  tumeth  its  edge  inward  upon  the  mind ;  and  like 
those  wounds  of  the  body  which  bleed  inwardly  gene- 
rally proves  the  most  fatal  and  dangerous  to  the  whole 
body  of  sin ;  not  infallible,  because  a  very  small  portion 
of  sorrow  may  make  some  tender  dispositions  melt  and 
break  out  into  tears ;  or  a  man  may  perhaps  weep  at 
parting  with  his  sins  as  he  would  bid  the  last  farewell 
to  an  old  friend. 

But  there  is  still  a  more  pleasant  cheat  in  this  aflkir, 
that  when  we  find  a  deadness  and  a  strange  kind  of 
unaptness  and  indisposition  to  all  impressions  of  reli- 
gion, and  that  we  cannot  be  as  truly  sorry  for  our  sins 
as  we  should  be,  we  then  pretend  to  be  sorry  that  we 
are  not  more  sorry  for  them ;  which  is  not  more  absurd 
and  irrational  than  that  a  man  should  pretend  to  be 
very  angry  at  a  thing  because  he  did  not  know  how  to 
be  angry  at  all. 

But  after  all,  what  is  wanting  in  this  part  of  repent- 
ance we  expect  to  make  up  in  the  next;  and  to  that 
purpose  we  put  on  a  resolution  of  amendment,  which 
we  take  to  be  as  firm  as  a  house  built  upon  a  rock ;  so 
that  let  the  floods  arise,  and  the  winds  blow,  and  the 
streams  beat  vehemently  upon  it,  nothing  shall  shake 
it  into  ruin  or  disorder.  We  doubt  not  upon  tlie 
strength  of  this  resolve  to  stand  fast  and  unmoved  amid 
the  storm  of  a  temptation ;  and  do  firmly  believe  at 
the  time  we  make  it  that  nothing  in  the  world  will  ever 
be  able  to  make  \u  commit  those  sins  over  again  which 
we  have  so  firmly  resolved  against. 

Thus  many  a  time  have  we  come  to  the  sacrament 
of  the  Lord's  supper  with  a  full  purpose  of  amendment, 
and  with  as  full  a  persuasion  of  putting  that  same  pur- 
pose into  practice ;  and  yet  have  we  not  all  as  often 
broke  that  purpose,  and  falsified  that  same  persua- 
sion, by  starting  aside  like  a  broken  bow  into  those 
very  sins,  which  we  then  so  solemnly  and  so  confidently 
declared  against  f 

Whereas  had  but  any  other  person  entered  with  us 
into  a  vow  so  solemn  that  he  had  taken  the  holy 
sacrament  upon  it ;  I  believe,  had  he  but  once  deceived 
us  by  breaking  in  upon  the  vow,  we  should  hardly 
ever  after  be  prevailed  upon  to  trust  that  man  again, 
although  we  still  continue  to  trust  our  own  fears  against 
reason  and  against  experience. 

This  inde^i  is  a  dangerous  deceit  enough,  and  will 
of  course  betray  all  those  well-meaning  persons  into 
sin  and  folly  who  are  apt  to  take  religion  for  a  much 
easier  thing  than  it  is.  But  this  is  not  the  oidy  mis- 
take we  are  apt  to  run  into ;  we  do  not  only  think 
sometimes  that  we  can  do  more  than  we  can  do,  but 
sometimes  that  we  are  incapable  of  doinf  so  much :  an 
error  of  another  kind  indeed,  but  not  less  dangerous, 
arising  from  a  diffidence  and  false  humility.  For  how 
much  a  wicked  man  can  do  in  the  business  of  religion, 
if  he  would  but  do  his  best,  is  very  often  more  than  he 
can  tell. 

Thus  nothing  is  more  common  than  to  see  a  wicked 
man  running  headlong  into  sin  and  folly,  against  his 
reason,  against  his  religion,  and  against  his  God.  Tell 
him  that  what  he  is  going  to  do  will  be  an  infinite  dis- 
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]>aragement  to  his  undentanding,  which  at  another 
time  he  aetteth  no  small  value  upon ;  tell  him  that  it 
will  blacken  his  reputation,  which  he  had  rather  die 
for  than  lose ;  tell  him  that  the  pleasure  of  sin  is  short 
and  transient,  and  leaveth  a  vexatious  kind  of  sting 
behind  it,  which  will  very  hardly  be  drawn  forth ;  tell 
him  that  this  is  one  of  those  tilings  for  which  God  will 
most  surely  bring  him  to  judgment,  which  he  pretend- 
eth  to  believe  with  a  fiill  assurance  and  persuasion : 
and  yet  for  all  this  he  shutteth  his  eyes  against  tdl 
conviction,  and  rusheth  into  the  sin  like  a  horse  into 
battle ;  as  if  he  had  nothing  left  to  do  but  like  a  silly 
child  to  wink  hard,  and  to  think  to  escape  a  certain 
and  infinite  mischief  only  by  endeavouring  not  to 
see  it. 

And  now,  to  show  that  the  heart  hath  given  in  a  false 
report  of  the  temptation,  we  may  leatn  irom  this  that 
the  same  weak  man  would  resist  and  master  the  same 
powerful  temptation  upon  considerations  of  infinitely 
leas  value  than  those  which  religion  ofiereth,  nay,  such 
vile  considerations,  that  the  grace  of  God  cannot  with* 
out  blasphemy  be  supposed  to  add  any  manner  of  force 
and  efficacy  to  them.  Thus  for  instance,  it  would  be 
a  hard  matter  to  dress  up  a  sin  in  such  soft  and  tempt- 
ing circumatanoes  that  a  truly  covetous  man  would 
not  resist  for  a  oonsidoable  sum  of  money ;  when 
neither  the  hopes  of  heaven  nor  the  fears  of  hell  could 
make  an  impression  upon  him  before.  But  can  any- 
thing be  a  surer  indication  of  the  deceitfulness  of  the 
heart  than  thus  to  show  more  courage,  resolution,  and 
activity  in  an  ill  cause  than  it  doth  in  a  good  one  f  and 
to  exert  itself  to  better  purpose  when  it  is  to  serve  its 
own  pride,  or  lust,  or  revenge,  or  any  other  passion, 
than  when  it  is  to  serve  God  upon  motives  of  tne  gos- 
pel, and  upon  all  the  arguments  that  have  ever  been 
made  use  of  to  bring  men  over  to  religion  and  a  good 
life  t  And  thus  having  shown  that  man  is  wonder- 
fully apt  to  deceive  and  impose  upon  himself  in  passing 
through  the  several  stages  of  that  great  duty,  repentance^ 
I  proceed  now,  in  the 

Second  phee.  To  inquire  into  the  grounds  and  reasons 
of  this  ignorance,  and  to  show  whence  it  comes  to  pass 
that  man,  the  only  creature  in  the  world  that  can  re- 
flect and  look  into  himself,  should  know  so  little  of 
what  passeth  within  him,  and  be  so  very  much  unac- 
quainted even  with  the  standing  dispositions  and  com* 
plexion  of  his  own  heart.  The  prime  reason  of  it  is, 
because  we  so  very  aeldom  converse  with  ourselves,  and 
take  so  little  notice  of  what  passeth  within  us ;  ibr  a 
man  can  no  more  know  his  own  heart  than  he  can 
know  his  own  face  any  other  way  than  by  reflection ; 
he  may  as  well  tell  over  every  feature  of  the  smaller 
portions  of  his  fitee  without  the  help  of  a  looking-glass, 
as  he  can  tell  all  tiie  inward  bents  and  tendencies  of 
his  soul,  those  standing  features  and  lineaments  of  the 
inward  man,  and  know  all  the  various  changes  that 
this  *is  liable  to  from  custom,  from  passion,  and  ftom 
opinion,  without  a  very  frequent  use  €^  looking  within 
himself. 

For  our  passions  and  inclinations  are  not  always 
upon  the  wing,  and  always  moving  toward  their  re- 
spective objects,  but  retire  now  and  then  into  the  more 
dark  and  hidden  recesses  of  die  heart,  where  they  lie 
concealed  for  awhile  until  a  fresb  occasion  calls  &em 
forth  again ;  so  that  not  every  transient  oblique  fflance 
upon  the  mind  can  bring  a  man  into  a  thorough  Know- 
ledge of  all  its  strength  and  weaknesses ;  for  a  man 
may  sometimes  turn  the  eye  of  the  mind  inward  upon 
itself,  as  he  may  behold  his  natural  (ace  in  a  glass, 
and  go  away,  "and  straight  forget  what  manner  of 
man  he  was.'*  But  a  man  must  rather  sit  down  and 
unravel  every  action  of  the  past  day  into  all  its  ctr- 
-natances  and  particularities,  and  observe  how  every 
thiQg  moved  and  afflBctcd  him,  and  what  manner 


of  impression  it  made  upon  his  heart ;  this,  done  with 
that  frequency  and  carefulness  which  flie  importance 
of  the  duty  doth  require,  would  in  a  ihort  tim«  bring 
him  into  a  nearer  and  more  intimate  acquaintance 
with  himself. 

But  when  men  instead  of  this  do  pass  away  months 
and  years  in  a  perfect  slumber  of  die  mind,  without 
once  awaking  it,  it  is  no  wonder  they  diould  be  so  very 
ignorant  of  tiiemselves,  and  know  very  little  more  of 
what  passeth  within  them  than  the  very  beasts  which 
perish.  But  here  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  inquire  into  the 
reasona  why  most  men  have  so  little  conversation  with 
themselves. 

And,  firti^  Because  thu  reflection  is  a  work  and 
labour  of  the  mind,  and  cannot  be  performed  without 
some  pain  and  difiicultv ;  for  before  a  man  can  reflect 
upon  himself,  and  look  into  his  heart  with  a  steady 
eye,  he  must  contract  bis  sight,  and  collect  all  his  acsi- 
tering  and  roving  thoughts  into  some  order  and  com- 
pass, that  he  may  be  able  to  take  a  clear  and  distinct 
view  of  them ;  he  must  retire  from  the  world  for  a  while, 
and  be  unatlentive  to  all  impressions  of  sense;  and 
how  hard  and  painfbl  a  thing  must  it  needs  be  to  s 
man  of  passion  and  infirmity,  amid  such  a  crowd  of 
objects  that  are  continually  striking  upon  the  senec 
and  soliciting  the  affections,  not  to  be  moved  and  izh 
temipted  by  one  or  other  of  them !  But, 

Secondfy,  Another  reason  why  we  so  seldom  conveiw 
with  ourselves  is,  because  the  business  of  the  woHd 
taketh  up  all  our  time,  and  leaveth  us  no  portion  of  it 
to  spend  upon  this  great  work  and  labour  of  the  mind. 
Thus  12  or  14  years  pass  away  before  we  can  well  dis- 
cern good  ttom  evil ;  and  of  the  rest,  so  much  gne» 
away  in  sleep,  so  much  in  the  proper  business  of  our 
callings,  that  we  have  none  to  lay  out  upon  the  moiv 
serious  and  religious  employments.  Every  man^s  life 
is  an  imperfect  sort  of  a  circle,  which  he  repeateth  and 
runneth  over  every  day ;  he  bath  a  set  of  thoughts, 
desires,  and  inclinations,  which  return  upon  him  in 
their  proper  time  and  order,  and  will  very  hardly  be 
laid  aside  to  make  room  fbr  anything  new  and  uncom- 
mon ;  so  that  call  upon  him  when  you  please,  to  art 
about  the  study  of  his  own  heart,  and  you  are  sure  to 
find  him  pre-engaged ;  either  he  has  some  bnsineas  to 
do,  or  aome  diversion  to  take,  some  acquaintance  that 
he  must  visits  or  some  company  that  he  must  entertain. 
or  some  cross  accident  hath  put  him  out  of  humonr. 
and  unfitted  him  for  such  a  grave  employment.  Ami 
thus  it  cometh  to  pass  that  a  man  can  never  find 
leisure  to  look  into  himself,  because  he  doth  not  srt 
apart  some  portion  of  the  day  for  that  very  purpoer. 
but  foolishly  deierreth  from  one  day  to  another,  until 
his  glass  is  almost  run  out,  and  he  n  called  upon  to 
give  a  miserable  account  of  himself  in  the  other  world. 
But, 

TliinUjf,   Another  reason  why  a  man  doth  not  niar» 
frequently  converse  with  himself  is,  because  sacb  con- 
versation Mrith  his  own  heart  may  discover  some  rioe  or 
some  infirmity  lurking  within  him,  which  be  is  very 
unwilling  to  believe  himself  guilty  of.     For  can  tberp 
be  a  more  ungrateful  thing  to  a  man  than  to  find  thi&t. 
upon  a  nearer  view,  he  is  not  that  person  he  took  him- 
self to  bef  that  he  had  neither  toe  courage,  nor  Hi** 
honesty,  nor   the  piety,    nor  the   humility,    that    be 
dreamed  he  had  f  that  a  very  little  pain,  for  instancr. 
putteth  hira  out  of  patience,  and  as  little  p1e«sux^ 
softeneth  and  disanoeui  him  into  ease  and  wwaUmncf^  ? 
that  he  hath  been  at  more  paios,  and  labour,  and  covr. 
to  be  revenged  of  an  enemy,  than  to  oblige  the   be<^ 
friend  he  hath  in  the  world  f  that  he  cannot  brin^  him. 
self  to  say  his  prayers,  without  a  great  deal  of  reluc- 
tancy ;    and  when  he  doth  say  them,  the  spirit   and 
fervour  of  devotion  evaporate  in  a  very  short  time,  and 
he  can  scarcely  hold  out  a  prayer  of  ten  lines^  witlj^nit  a 
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mmbcr  of  idle  and  imptttiiifnt,  if  not  yain  and 
wtckfd,  thooghta  eoming  into  hii  head  9  These  are 
▼erf  unwelcome  dJaooreriet  that  a  man  may  make  of 
faimtelf ;  od  lliat  it  ia  no  wonder  that  every  one  who  ia 
already  lluahed  with  a  good  opinion  of  himself,  should 
latfaer  atodj  how  to  ran  away  from  it,  thui  how  to 
ooDvene  with  hia  own  heart. 

Bat  ffutlier,  if  a  man  were  hoth  able  and  willing  to 
retire  idId  hia  own  heart,  and  to  set  apart  some  portion 
of  the  day  for  diat  very  purpose;  yet  he  is  still  dis- 
abled from  passing  a  fair  and  impartial  judgment  upon 
fauntclt  by  aeveral  difficulties,  arising  partly  from  pre- 
judice and  nrepOBsession,  partly  from  the  lower  appe- 
tites and  inclinations.     And, 

fSrtf,  That  the  husinesi  of  prepossession  ma^  lead 
and  beteay  a  man  into  a  (alse  judgment  of  his  own 
heart.     For  we  may  observe,  &at  the  first  opinion  we 
take  op  of  anything  or  any  person  doth  generally  stick 
close  to  us;  the  nature  of  the  mind  being  such  that  it 
cannoc  tmt  desire,  and  consequently  endeavour,  to  have 
aome  eeitain  principles  to  go  upon,  something  fixed  and 
omnorahle,  whereon  it  may  rest  and  support  itwlf.  And 
hence  it  cometh  to  pass  that  some  persons  are  with  so 
much  difficulty  brought  to  think  well  of  a  man  they 
hare  ooee  entertained  an  ill  opinion  of;  and,  perhaps, 
that  too  for  a  very  absurd  ana  unwarrantable  reason. 
Bat  bow  mach  more  difficult  then  must  it  be  for  a 
man,  who  taketh  up  a  fond  opinion  of  his  own  heart 
loo^  before  he  hadi  eidier  years  or  sense  enough  to  un- 
derstand it,  either  to  be  persuaded  out  of  it  by  himself, 
vhoiD  he  loveth  so  well,  or  by  another,  whose  interest 
cr  diversion  it  may  he  to  msike  him  ashamed  of  him- 
•rff!     Then, 

Sitm^ijf^  Am  to  the  difficulties  arising  from  the  iu- 
ftrtar  apneCites  and  inclinations ;  let  any  man  look  into 
bis  own  neaft,  and  observe  in  how  different  a  light  and 
under  what  difibrent  complexions  any  two  sins  of  equal 
torptfode  and  malignity  do  appear  to  him,  if  he  hath 
but  a  atmci^  inclination  to  the  one  and  none  at  all  to 
<he  odier.     That  which  he  hath  an  inclination  to  is 
always  dreased  ap  in  all  the  false  beauty  that  a  fond  and 
boay   imaginatioD  can  give  it;   the  other  appeaieth 
naked  and  deformed,  and  in  all  the  true  circumstances 
of  foHy  and  dishonour.    Thus,  stealing  is  a  vice  that 
lew  gmtWmen  are  inclined  to ;  and  Uiey  justly  think  it 
briow  Che  dignity  of  a  man  to  stoop  to  so  base  and 
low  a  sin :  but  no  principle  of  honour,  no  workings  of 
the  niml  and  conscience,  not  the  still  voice  of  mercy, 
not  the  dfcadfol  call  of  judgment,  nor  any  oonsider- 
afioos  whatever,  can  pat  a  stop  to  tiiat  violence  and  op- 
pression, lliai  nride  and  ambition,  that  revelling  and 
waottmncfls,   wnich  we  every  day  meet  with   in  ^e 
wivld.     Nay,  it  is  easy  to  observe  very  different  thoughts 
in  a  man  of  tiiesinthat  he  is  most  fond  of,  according  to 
the  diffcrent  ebbs  and  flows  of  his  inclination  to  it. 
For  aa  soon  as  the  appetite  is  alarmed,  and  seixeth  upon 
the  heart,  a  little  cloud  gathereth  about  the  head,  and 
apveadedi  a  kind  of  darkness  over  the  face  of  the  sonl, 
whereby  it  ia  hindered  from  takins  a  clear  and  distinct 
Tt^w  of  ttdngs ;  but  no  sooner  is  me  appetite  tired  and 
■tiatfd,  but  the   same  cload  passeth  away   like  a 
•hadow,  and  a  new  light  springing  up  in  the  mind  of 
the  man  seeth  much  more,  both  of  the  lolly 


aad  of  the  danger  of  sin,  than  he  did  before. 

Assd  tfaos  having  done  with  the  several  reasons  why 
man,  ttie  only  orcature  in  the  world  that  can  reflect  and 
look  into  himaell^  is  so  very  ignorant  of  what  passeth 
widkin  him,  and  so  much  unacquainted  with  the 
srandin^  dispositions  and  complexions  of  his  own 
heart :  I  faoceed  now,  in  the 

Third  and  last  place,  to  lay  down  several  advan- 
tage, that  do  most  aamredly  attend  a  due  improve- 
naeiit  in  the  knowledge  of  ousel ves.    And, 

F«rar,  One  great  advmtage  is^  that  it  tendeth  very 


much  to  mortiiy  and  humble  a  man  into  a  modest  and 
low  opinion  <i(  himself.  For  let  a  man  take  a  nice 
and  curious  inspection  into  all  the  several  regions  of  the 
heart,  and  observe  everything  irregular  and  amiss  within 
him :  for  instance,  how  narrow  and  short-sighted  a 
thing  is  die  understanding !  upon  how  little  reason  do 
we  take  up  an  opinion,  and  upon  how  much  less  some- 
times do  we  lay  it  down  agam !  how  weak  and  false 
groand  do  we  often  walk  upon,  with  the  biggest  confi- 
dence and  aararance !  and  now  tremulous  and  doubt- 
lul  are  we  very  often  where  no  doubt  is  to  be  made ! 
Again,  how  wild  and  impertinent,  how  busy  and  inco- 
herent a  thing  is  the  imagination,  even  in  the  best  and 
wisest  men ;  insomuch,  that  every  man  may  be  said  to 
be  mad,  but  every  man  doth  not  show  it.  Then  as  to 
the  passions,  how  noisy,  how  turbulent,  and  how  t«- 
mnltuoos  are  they !  how  easy  they  are  stirred  and  set 
a-going,  how  ei^per  and  hot  in  the  pursuit,  and  what 
strange  disorder  and  oonfusion  do  tney  throw  a  man 
into;  so  that  he  can  neither  think,  nor  speak,  nor  act 
as  he  should  do,  while  he  is  under  the  dominion  of  any 
one  of  them. 

Thus,  let  every  man  look  with  a  severe  and  impar- 
tial eye  into  all  the  distinct  regions  of  the  heart,  and 
no  doubt  several  deformities  and  irregularities  that  he 
never  thought  of  will  open  and  disclose  themselves 
upon  so  near  a  view,  and  rather  make  the  man  ashamed 
of  himself  than  proud. 

(SeeoiMtty,  A  due  improvement  in  the  knowledge  of 
ourselves  doth  certainly  secure  us  ftom  the  sly  and  in- 
sinuating assaults  of  flattery.  There  is  not  in  the 
world  a  baser  and  more  hateful  thing  than  flattery  :  it 
proceedeth  from  so  much  frlseness  and  insincerity  in 
the  man  that  giveth  it,  and  often  discovereth  so  much 
.Weakness  and  folly  in  the  man  that  taketh  it,  that  it  is 
hard  to  tell  which  of  the  two  is  most  to  be  blamed. 
Every  man  of  common  sense  can  demonstrate  in  specu- 
lation, and  may  be  ftilly  convinced  that  all  the  praises 
and  commendations  of  the  whole  world  can  add  no 
more  to  the  real  and  intrinsic  value  of  a  man,  than 
they  can  add  to  his  stature.  And  yet  for  all  tibis,  men 
of  the  best  sense  and  piety,  when  they  come  down  to 
the  practice,  cannot  forbear  thinking  much  better  of 
themselves,  when  they  have  the  good  fortune  to  be 
spoken  well  of  by  other  persons. 

But  the  meaning  of  this  absurd  proceeding  seemetii 
to  be  no  other  than  this :  there  are  frw  men  that  have 
so  intimate  an  acquaintance  with  their  own  hearts  as  to 
know  their  own  real  worth,  and  how  to  set  a  just  rate 
upon  themselves,  and  therefore  they  do  not  know  but 
that  he  who  pmises  them  most  may  be  most  in  the  right 
of  it.  For  no  doubt,  if  a  man  were  ignorant  of  the 
true  value  of  a  thing  he  loved  as  well  as  himself,  he 
would  measure  the  worth  of  it  according  to  die  esteem 
of  him  who  biddetfa  most  for  it,  rather  than  of  him  that 
biddeth  less. 

Therefore,  the  most  infkllible  way  to  disentangle  a 
man  from  the  snares  of  flattery  is,  to  consult  and  study 
his  own  heart ;  for  whoever  does  that  well,  will  hardly 
be  so  absurd  as  to  take  another  man*s  word  before  his 
own  sense  and  experience. 

Tkirdbf,  Another  advantage  from  tiiis  kind  of  study 
is  this,  that  it  teacheth  a  man  how  to  behave  himself 
patiently  when  he  has  the  ill  fortune  to  he  censured 
and  abused  by  other  people.  For  a  man  who  is 
thoroughly  acquainted  with  his  own  heart,  dotii  already 
know  more  evu  of  himself  than  anybody  else  can  tell 
him ;  and  when  anv  one  speaketh  ill  of  him,  he  rather 
thanketfa  God  that  he  can  say  no  worse ;  for  could  his 
enemy  but  lodk  into  the  dvk  and  hidden  recessei  of 
the  heart,  he  oonsidereth  what  a  number  of  impure 
thoughts  he  might  there  see  brooding  and  hovering 
like  a  dark  cloud  upon  the  face  xif  the  soul ;  that  there 
he  might  take  a  prospect  of  the  foncy,  and  view  it 


140 


THE  DIFFICULTY  OF  KNOWING  ONE'S-SBLF; 


acting  over  the  several  scenes  of  pride,  of  ambition,  of 
envy,  of  lust,  and  revenge ;  that  there  he  might  tell 
how  often  a  vicious  inclination  hath  been  restrained, 
for  no  other  reason,  but  just  to  save  the  man's  credit 
or  interest  in  the  world ;  and  how  many  unbecoming 
ingredients  have  entered  into  the  composition  of  his 
bMt  actions.  And  now,  what  man  in  the  whole  world 
would  be  able  to  bear  so  severe  a  test  f  to  have  eveiy 
thought  and  inward  motion  of  the  heart  laid  open  and 
exposed  to  the  views  of  his  enemies  f    But, 

Fourthhf,  and  lastly.  Another  advantage  of  this  kind 
is,  that  it  maketh  men  less  severe  upon  other  people's 
faults,  and  less  busy  and  industrious  m  spreading  them. 
For  a  man  employed  at  home  inspecting  into  his  own 
failings,  hath  no  leisure  to  take  notice  of  every  little 
n»t  and  blemish  that  lieth  scattered  upon  others ;  or, 
if  he  cannot  escape  the  sight  of  them,  he  always  passes 
the  most  easy  and  favourable  construction  upon  them. 
Thus  for  instance,  does  the  ill  he  knoweth  of  a  man 
proceed  from  an  unhappy  temper  and  constitution  of 
body  f  he  then  considereth  wim  himself  how  hard  a 
thing  it  is,  not  to  be  home  down  with  the  current  of 
the  blood  and  spirits;  and  accordingly  layeth  some 
part  of  the  blame  upon  the  weakness  of  human  nature, 
for  he  hath  felt  the  force  and  rapidity  of  it  within  his 
own  breast;  although  perhaps,  in  another  instance, 
he  remembc«eth  how  it  rageth  and  swelleth  by  oppo- 
sition ;  and  although  it  may  be  restrained  or  diverted 
for  a  while,  yet  it  can  hardly  ever  be  totally  subdued. 

Or,  has  the  man  sinned  out  of  custom  f  he  then 
from  his  own  experience,  traceth  a  habit  into  the  very 
first  rise  and  imperfect  beginnings  of  it;  and  can  tell 
by  how  slow  and  insensible  advances  it  creepeth  upon 
the  heart ;  how  it  worketh  itself  by  degrees  into  the 
very  frame  and  texture  of  it,  and  so  posseth  into  a 
second  nature ;  and  consec^uently  he  hath  a  just  sense 
of  the  great  difficulty  for  htm  to  learn  to  do  good,  who 
hath  been  long  accustomed  to  do  evil. 
^  Or,  lastly,  bath  a  false  opinion  bebayed  him  into  a 
sin  ?  he  then  calleth  to  mind  what  wrong  apprehen- 
sions he  hath  made  of  some  things  himself,  how  many 
opinions  that  he  once  made  no  doubt  of,  he  haUi  upon 
a  stricter  examination  found  to  be  doubtful  and  un- 
certain ;  how  many  more  to  be  unreason^le  and  absurd. 
He  knoweth  further,  that  there  are  a  great  many  more 
opinions  that  he  hath  never  yet  examined  into  at  all, 
and  which,  however,  he  still  believelh,  for  no  other 
reason  but  because  he  hath  believed  them  so  long 
already  without  a  reason. 

Thus,  upon  every  occasion,  a  man  intimately  ac- 
quainted with  himself  consulteth  his  own  heart,  and 
maketh  every  man's  case  to  be  his  own,  and  so  puts  the 
most  favourable  interpretation  upon  it  Let  every  man 
therefore  look  into  his  own  heart  before  he  begnineth 
to. abuse  the  reputation  of  another;  and  then  he  will 
hardly  be  so  absurd  as  to  throw  a  dart  that  will  so 
certainly  rebound  and  wound  himself.  And  thus, 
through  the  whole  course  of  his  conversation,  let  him 
keep  an  eye  upon  that  one  great  comprehensive  rule  of 
Christian  duty,  on  which  hangeth,  not  only  the  law 
and  the  prophets,  but  the  very  life  and  spirit  of  the 
gospel  too :  "  Whatsoever  ye  would  that  men  should 
do  unto  you,  do  ye  even  so  unto  them."  Which  rule 
that  we  may  all  duly  .observe,  by  throwing  aside  all 
scandal  and  detraction,  all  spite  and  rancour,  all  rude« 
ness  and  contempt,  all  rage  and  violence,  and  whatever 
tendeth  to  make  convenation  and  commerce  either 
uneasy  or  troublesome,  may  the  God  of  peace  grant, 
for  Jesus  Christ  his  sake,  &c. 

Consider  what  hath  been  said ;  and  the  Lord  give 
you  a  right  understanding  in  all  things.  To  whom, 
with  the  Son  and  the  Holy  Ghost,  be  all  honour  and 
glory,  now  and  for  ever. 


SERMON  THE  SECOND. 

ON  THE  TRINITY.* 
FIRST  EPISTLE  GENERAL  OP  JOHN,  V.  7. 

For  there  are  three  that  hear  reoord  in  heaven,  lie 
Father,  the  fVord,  and  the  hofy  Ghost:  and  diae 
Three  are  One, 

This  day  being  set  apart  to  acknowledge  our  belief  in 
the  eternal  Trinity,  I  thought  it  might  be  proper  to 
employ  my  present  discourse  entirely  upon  that  subj«t ; 
and  I  hope  to  handle  it  in  such  a  manner,  that  tk 
most  ignorant  among  you  may  return  home  better 
informed  of  your  duty  in  this  great  point,  than  probably 
you  are  at  present 

It  must  be  confessed  that,  by  the  weakness  and 
indiscretion  of  busy,  or  at  bes^  of  well-meaning  peopK 
as  well  as  by  the  malice  of  those  who  are  enemies  to 
all  revealed  religion,  and  are  not  content  to  dobmi 
their  own  infidelity  in  silence,  without  conMnumcating 
it,  to  the  disturbance  of  mankind;  I  say,  by  tbeie 
means,  it  must  be  confessed  that  the  doctrine  of  the 
Trinity  hath  suffered  very  much,  and  made  Chrirtianity 
suffer  along  with  it  For  these  two  things  mart  be 
granted  :  first,  that  men  of  wicked  lives  would  be  very 
glad  there  were  no  truth  in  Christianity  at  all;  and, 
secondly,  if  they  can  pick  out  any  one  single  article  in 
the  Christian  religion,  which  appears  not  agreeable  to 
their  own  corrupted  reason,  or  to  the  arguments  of  tho« 
bad  people  who  follow  the  trade  of  seducing  othen, 
they  nresently  conclude  that  the  truth  of  the  whde 
gospel  must  sink  along  with  that  one  article,  ^bicb 
is  just  as  wise  as  if  a  man  should  say,  because  he  dis- 
likes one|law  of  his  country,  he  will  therefore  ohierre 
no  law  at  all ;  and  yet  diat  one  law  may  be  xm 
reasonable  in  itself,  although  he  does  not  allow  It, 
or  does  not  know  the  reason  of  the  lawgivers. 

Thus  it  hath  happened  widi  the  great  doctrine  of  the 
Trinity ;  which  word  is  indeed  not  in  the  Scriptore, 
but  was  a  term  of  art  invented  in  the  earlier  tinmto 
express  the  doctrine  by  a  single  word,  for  the  sake  of 
brevity  and  convenience.  The  doctrine  tbco,  ai 
delivered  in  holy  Scripture,  though  not  exactly  in  tbe 
same  words,  is  very  short,  and  amounts  only  to  thii: 
that  the  Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Holy  Ghost  are  eacb 
of  them  God,  and  yet  there  is  but  one  God.  For  ai  to 
the  word  person,  when  we  say  there  are  three  penow; 
and  as  to  those  other  explanations  in  the  Athanasiaii 
Creed,  this  day  read  to  you,  (whe^er  compiled  by 
Athanasius  or  not,)  they  were  tatcen  up  throe  hundrsl 
years  after  Christ  to  expound  this  doctrine;  and  1  will 
tell  you  upon  what  occasion.  About  that  time  there 
sprang  up  a  heresy  of  people  called  Arians,  from  one 
Arius,  the  leader  of  them.  These  denied  our  SsTiour 
to  be  God,  although  they  allowed  all  the  rest  of  the 
gospel;  wherein  they  were  more  sincere  than  their 
followers  among  us.  Thus  the  Christian  world  wtf 
divided  into  two  parts;  till  at  length,  by  the  seal  and 
courage  of  St.  Athanasius,  the  Arians  were  caailemwd 
in  a  general  council,  and  a  creed  formed  upon  the  twe 

*  or  this  dSseonrM  Lord  Onery  writes  thus :  "  It  is  indeed  • 
sermon,  and  one  of  the  b«rt  of  iu  Idad.    The  mysterioat  j»rtt 

t  j^'  ^*****"  **•  *P*  ^  ^^  drewiftil  effects  upon  ^ctk 
miDda.  The  general  oomments  apon  the  ncred  writings.  *vd 
the  aeTeml  sennonB  upon  the  moat  abstruse  points  of  Scriptuit. 
are  too  often  composed  in  the  gloomy  style.  Damniuimi. 
eternal  damnalion.  is  plaeed  with  idl  ita  horroa  beforeoat  ir>»  - 
and  we  are  so  territied  at  the  prospral.  that  fear  nukw  uj 
imagine  we  can  comprehend  mysteriea,  which,  on  thi«««le»^ 
2*«  5™^®'  "»«■»  *>e  tor  ever  denied  to  limited  understandiny* 
Swift  has  taken  the  safeat  and  properest  method  of  expoundinif 
these  armna.  He  advances  every  position  that  can  he  establi«4«i 
upon  BO  incomprehensible  a  subject.  He  sustains  the  btliei. 
avoii-8  the  doctrine,  and  adapta  the  maiiet  of  l^ith,  as  **»  •» 
possible,  to  tht'  human  capacity.  His  manner  of  Teaaoninj:  » 
masterly,  and  his  axgumenta  art  orrvotta." 
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ikatk,  tt  St.  Athanagiaa  hatb  tetded  it.    This  creed  is 

oov  xmd  at  certain  times  in  our  churches,  which, 

altiiaagh   it   is   useful   for  edification   to  those  who 

onderMand  it,  yet,  since  it  contuns  some  nice  and 

philosophical  pointi  which  few  people  can  comprehend, 

the  bulk  of  mankind  is  obliged  to  believe  no  more 

than  the  Soipturp  doctrine,  as  I  have  already  delivered 

it ;  becBosa  tbat  creed  was  intended  only  as  an  answer 

to  tbe  Arians,  in  their  own  way,  who  were  very  subtle 

diipaten. 

But  this  heresy  having  revived  in  the  world  about  a 
hundred  yean  ago^  and  continued  ever  since ;  not  out 
of  a  ml  to  truth,  but  to  give  a  loose  to  wickedness  by 
thiuwiiig  off  all  religion ;  several  divines,  in  order  to 
aijswcr  the  cavils  of  those  adversaries  to  truth  and 
morality,  began  to  find  out  further  explanations  of  this 
doctrine  of  tbe  Triniry  by  rules  of  philosophy ;  which 
bare  multiplied  controversies  to  such  a  degree,  as  to 
beget  scruples  that  have  perplexed  the  minds  of  many 
sober  CSiiutians,  who  odierwise  could  never  have  enter- 
tuned  them. 

1  moit  therefore  be  bold  to  a£Bnn,  that  the  method 
tokta  by  many  of  those  learned  men  to  defend  the 
of  the  Trinity  hath  been  founded  upon  a  mis- 


It  must  be  allowed  that  every  man  is  bound  to 
Mlaw  the  rules  and  directions  of  that  measure  of 
itasoo  which  God  hath  given  him;  and  indeed  he 
caimot  do  otherwise,  if  he  will  be  sincere,  or  act  like  a 
itm^T.  For  instance:  if  I  should  be  commanded  by 
SQ  angel  from  heaven  to  believe  it  is  midnight  at  noon- 
day, yet  I  could  not  believe  him.  So  if  I  were 
tlirectly  told  in  Scripture,  that  three  are  one,  and  one  is 
three,  I  could  not  conceive  or  believe  it  in  the  natural 
cvrntmon  aense  of  that  expression,  but  must  suppose 
that  something  dark  or  mystical  was  meant,  which  it 
pleased  God  to  conceal  from  me  and  from  all  the 
world.  Thus  in  the  text,  «  There  are  Three  that  bear 
record,  ^c"  Am  I  capable  of  knowing  and  defining 
what  union  and  what  distinction  there  may  be  in  the 
divine  natore,  which  possibly  may  be  hid  from  the 
an^  themselves  ?  Agun,  I  see  it  plainly  declared  in 
Scriptoie,  that  there  is  but  one  God ;  and  yet  I  find  our 
Saviour  i>i«^»**t«g  the  prerogative  of  God  in  knowing 
men's  tbooghti,  in  saying,  « He  and  his  Father  are 
aoff  and  **  before  Abraham  was,  I  am."  I  read  that 
the  disciples  worshipped  him;  that  Thomas  said  to 
bJm.  -  My  Lord  and  my  God ;"  and  St.  John,  chap. 
L,  ''Id  the  beginning  was  Ae  Word,  and  the  Word 
was  with  God,  and  the  Word  was  God."  I  read  like- 
wisp.  that  the  Holy  Ghost  bestowed  tbe  power  of 
mvrkrt^  miracles  and  the  gift  of  tongues,  which,  if 
rightly  cooaideied,  is  as  great  a  miracle  as  any,— that 
a  number  of  illiterate  men  should  of  a  sudden  be 
qualified  to  speak  all  the  languages  then  known  in  the 
Z^  such  as  could  be  done  by  the  inspiration  of 
<if*d  alooe.  I^nm  these  leveral  texts,  it  is  pkin  that 
C^ml  ammands  us  to  believe  that  there  is  a  union,  and 
ti«e  is  a  distinction;  but  what  that  union  or  what 
that  distmctioD  is,  all  mankind  are  equally  ignorant, 
szid  most  continue  so,  at  least  till  the  day  of  judg- 
■^ent,  without  some  new  revelation. 

Bat  because  I  cannot  conceive  the  nature  of  this 
Qxion  and  distinction  in  the  divine  nature,  am  1  there- 
lie  tt»  reject  them  as  absurd  and  impossible,  as  I  would 
tf  any  one  told  me  that  three  men  are  one,  and  one 
icaa  is  threef  We  are  told  that  a  man  and  his  wife 
are  one  flesh  ;  this  1  can  comprehend  the  meaning  of; 
ve«  litctally  taken  it  is  a  thing  impossible.  But  tbe 
anostle  tdls  us,  <*  We  see  but  in  part,  and  we  know  but 
hi  part  ;"  and  yet  we  would  comprehend  all  the  secret 
«a>s  awl  workings  of  God. 

Tbneftae  I  diall  again  repeat  the  doctrine  of  the 
TViMity  as  it  if  poritivdy  affirmed  in  Scripture:  that 


God  is  there  expressed  in  three  different  names,  as 
Father,  as  Son,  and  as  Holy  Ghost :  that  each  of  these 
is  God,  and  that  there  is  but  one  God.  But  this  union 
and  distinction  are  a  mystery  utterly  unknown  to  man- 
kind. 

This  is  enough  for  any  good  Christian  to  believe  on 
this  great  article,  without  ever  inquiring  any  further. 
And  this  can  be  contrary  to  no  man*s  reason,  although 
the  knowledge  of  it  is  bid  from  him. 

But  there  is  another  difficulty  of  great  importance 
among  those  who  quarrel  with  the  doctrine  of  the 
Trinity,  as  well  as  with  several  other  articles  of 
Christiiiiiity,  which  is,  that  our  religion  abounds  in 
mysteries ;  and  these  they  are  so  bold  as  to  revile  as 
cant,  imposture,  and  priestcraft.  It  is  impossible  for 
us  to  d^rmine  for  what  reasons  God  thought  fit  to 
communicate  some  things  to  us  in  part,  and  leave 
some  part  a  mystery :  but  so  it  is  in  fact,  and  so  the 
holy  Scriptures  tell  us  in  several  places.  For  instance  : 
the  resurrection  and  change  of  our  bodies  are  called 
mysteries  by  St.  Paul ;  and  our  Saviour's  incarnation 
is  another :  the  kingdom  of  God  is  called  a  mystery 
by  our  Saviour  to  be  only  known  to  his  disciples ;  so 
is  fiiith,  and  the  word  of  God,  by  St.  Paul.  I  omit 
many  others.  So  that  to  declare  against  all  mysteries, 
without  distinction  or  exception,  is  to  declare  against 
the  whole  tenour  of  the  New  Testament. 

There  are  two  conditions  that  may  bring  a  mystery 
under  suspicion.  First,  when  it  is  not  taught  and 
commanded  in  holy  writ;  or  secondly,  when  the  mys- 
tery turns  to  the  advantage  of  those  who  preach  it  to 
others.  Now,  as  to  the  first,  it  can  never  be  said  that 
we  preach  mysteries  without  warrant  from  holy  Scrip- 
ture, although  I  confess  this  of  the  Trinity  may  have 
sometimes  been  explained  by  human  invention,  which 
might  perham  better  have  been  spared.  As  to  the 
second,  it  will  not  be  possible  to  charge  the  protestant 
priesthood  with  proposing  any  temporal  advantage  to 
themselves  by  broacning,  or  multiplying,  or  preaching 
of  mysteries.  Does  thu  mystery  of  tibe  Trinity,  for 
instance,  and  the  descent  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  brin^  the 
least  profit  or  power  to  the  preachers  f  No,  it  is  as 
great  a  mystery  to  themselves  as  it  is  to  the  meanest  of 
their  hearers ;  and  may  be  rather  a  cause  of  humilia- 
tion, by  putting  their  understanding  in  that  point  upon 
a  level  with  the  most  ignorant  of  their  flock.  It  is 
true,  indeed,  the  Roman  church  hath  very  much  en- 
riched herself  by  trading  in  mysteries,  for  which  thev 
have  not  the  least  authority  from  Scripture,  and  which 
were  fitted  only  to  advance  their  own  temporal  wealth 
and  grandeur;  such  as  transubstantiation,  the  wor- 
shipping of  images,  indulgences  for  sins,  purgatory, 
ann  masses  for  the  dead,  with  many  more.  But  it  is 
the  perpetual  talent  of  those  who  have  ill-will  to  our 
church,  or  a  contempt  for  all  religion,  taken  up  by  the 
wickedness  of  their  lives,  to  charge  us  with  the  errors 
and  corruptions  of  popery,  which  all  protestants  have 
thrown  off  near  two  hundred  years :  whereas  those 
mysteries  held  by  us  have  no  prospect  of  power,  pomp, 
or  weslth,  but  have  been  ever  maintained  by  the 
universal  body  of  true  believers  from  the  days  of  the 
apostles,  and  will  be  so  to  the  resurrection;  neither 
will  the  gates  of  hell  prevail  against  them. 

It  may  be  bought  perhaps  a  strange  thing  fliat  God 
should  require  us  to  believe  mysteries,  while  the  reason 
or  manner  of  what  we  an  to  bielieve  is  above  our  com- 
prehension and  wholly  concealed  from  us:  neither 
doth  it  appear  at  first  sight,  that  tbe  believing  or  not 
believing  them  doth  concern  either  the  glory  of  God,  or 
contribute  to  the  goodness  or  wickedness  of  our  lives. 
But  this  is  a  great  and  dangerous  mistake.  We  see 
what  a  mighty  weight  is  laid  upon  faith,  both  in  the 
Old  and  New  Testament.  In  the  former,  we  read  bow 
the  faith  of  Abraham  is  praised,  who  could  believe 
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iltBt  God  would  raise  from  him  a  great  nation,  at  the 
very  time  that  he  was  commanded  to  facriflce  hit  only 
•on,  and  deipaired  of  any  other  ijmie :  and  this  wu  to 
him  a  great  myitery.  Our  Saviour  is  perpetually 
preaching  faith  to  his  disciples,  or  reproaching  titum 
with  the  want  of  it :  and  St.  Paul  produceth  numerous 
examples  of  the  wonders  done  by  ikith.  And  all  this 
is  hi^y  reasonable :  for  faith  is  an  entire  dependence 
upon  the  truth,  the  power,  the  justice,  and  (he  mercy  of 
Grod ;  which  dependence  will  certainly  incline  us  to 
obey  him  in  all  things.  So  that  the  great  excellency 
of  faith  consists  in  the  consequence  it  hadi  upon  our 
actions :  as,  if  we  depend  upon  the  truth  and  wisdom 
of  a  man,  we  shall  certainly  be  more  disposed  to  follow 
his  advice.  Therefore  let  no  man  think  that  be  can 
lead  as  good  a  moral  life  without  faith  as  witii  it ;  for 
this  reason,  because  he  who  hath  no  &itfa  cannot,  by 
the  strength  of  his  own  reason  or  endeavours,  so  easily 
resist  temptations  as  the  other,  who  depends  upon  God's 
assistance  in  the  overcoming  of  his  frailties,  and  is  sure 
to  be  rewarded  for  ever  in  heaven  for  his  victory  over 
them.  "  Faith,**  says  the  apostle,  <<  is  the  evidence  of 
&ings  not  seen  :**  he  means,  that  faith  is  a  virtue  by 
which  anything  commanded  us  by  God  to  believe 
appears  evident  and  certain  to  us,  although  we  do  not 
see,  nor  can  conceive  it  ;  because  by  ftim  we  entirely 
depend  upon  the  truth  and  power>of  God. 

It  is  an  old  and  true  distinction,  that  tilings  may  be 
above  our  reason,  without  being  contrary  to  it.  Of 
this  kind  are  the  power,  Ae  nature,  and  the  universal 
presence  of  God,  with  innumerable  otiier  points.  How 
little  do  those  who  quarrel  witli  mysteries  know  of  the 
commonest  actions  of  nature!  The  growth  of  an 
animal,  of  a  plant,  or  of  the  smallest  seed,  is  a  mystery 
to  the  wisest  among  men.  If  an  ignorant  penon  were 
told  that  a  loadstone  would  draw  iron  at  a  distance, 
he  might  say  it  was  a  tiling  contrary  to  his  reason,  and 
could  not  believe  before  he  saw  it  with  his  eyes. 

The  manner  whereby  the  soul  and  body  are  united, 
and  how  they  are  distinguished,  is  wholly  unaccount- 
able to  us.  We  see  but  one  part,  and  yet  we  know  we 
consist  of  two ;  and  this  is  a  mystery  we  cannot  com- 
prehend any  more  than  that  of  the  Trinitv. 

From  what  hath  been  said,  it  is  mamfest  that  God 
did  never  command  us  to  believe,  nor  his  ministers  to 
peach,  any  doctrine  which  is  contrary  to  the  reason  he 
Lath  pleased  to  endow  us  with,  but,  for  his  own  wise 
ends,  nas  thought  fit  to  conceal  fiom  us  the  nature  of 
the  thing  he  commands;  thereby  to  try  our  faith  and 
obedience,  and  incrtase  our  dependence  upon  him. 

It  is  highly  probable  that  if  God  should  please  to 
reveal  unto  us  this  great  mystery  of  the  Trinity,  or 
some  other  mysteries  in  our  holy  religion,  we  should 
not  be  able  to  understand  them,  unless  he  would,  at 
the  same  time,  think  fit  to  bestow  on  us  some  new 
powers  or  faculties  of  tiie  mind  which  we  want  at 
present,  and  are  reserved  till  tlie  day  of  resurrection  to 
life  etenal.  '*  For  now,"  as  the  apostle  says,  "  we  see 
through  a  glass  darkly,  but  then  face  to  face." 

Thus,  we  see,  the  matter  is  brought  to  this  issue:  we 
must  either  believe  what  God  direetiy  commands  us  in 
holy  Scripture,  or  we  must  wholly  reject  the  Scripture^ 
and  the  Christian  religion,  which  we  pretend  to  profess. 
But  this,  I  profesi^  is  too  desperate  a  step  for  any  of  us 
to  make. 

I  have  already  observed,  that  those  who  jweach  up 
the  belief  of  the  Trinity,  or  of  any  other  mystery^  can- 
not propose  any  tempoiml  advantage  to  thenudves  by  so 
doing.  But  thii  is  not  the  case  of  those  who  oppose 
these  doctrines.  Do  they  lead  better  moral  lives  man 
a  good  Christian  t  are  they  more  just  in  their  dealings? 
more  chaste,  or  temperate,  or  charitable  1  Nothing  at 
all  of  this;  but,  on  the  contrary,  their  intent  is  to 
trthrow  all  religion^  that  they  may  gratify  their  vices 


without  any  reproach  from  the  world  or  their  own 
conscience,  and  are  aealous  to  bring  over  as  msaj 
others  as  they  can  to  their  own  opinions ;  because  it  b 
some  kind  of  imaginary  oomfbrt  to  have  a  multttnde 
on  their  side. 

There  is  no  miracle  mentioned  in  holy  writ  which, 
if  it  were  strictiy  examined,  is  not  as  much  contrary  to 
common  reason,  and  as  much  a  myitery  as  this  dee* 
trine  (k  the  Trinity ;  and  therefore  we  may  witii  equil 
justice  deny  tiie  truth  of  them  all.  For  instance:  it 
is  against  tiie  laws  of  nature  that  a  human  body  ahouU 
be  fl^le  to  walk  upon  the  water,  as  St.  Peter  is  recorded 
to  have  done ;  or  that  a  dead  carcase  should  he  raised 
from  the  grave  after  three  days,  when  it  began  to  ea- 
rapt ;  which  those  who  understand  anatomy  wiU  pro- 
nounce to  be  impossible  by  the  common  rules  of  natore 
and  reason.  Yet  these  mirades,  and  many  otben,  m 
positively  aflSrmed  in  tiie  gospel;  and  theM  we  muit 
believe,  or  give  up  our  holy  religion  to  atheisU  and 
infidels. 

I  shall  now  make  a  few  inferences  and  obsenralioDi 
upon  what  has  been  said. 

Fhrtt,  It  would  be  well  if  people  would  not  la j  ■> 
much  weight  on  their  own  reason,  in  matten  of 
religion,  as  to  think  everything  impossible  and  abnrd 
which  they  cannot  conceive.  How  often  do  we  oon> 
tradict  the  right  rules  of  reason  in  the  whole  eouiw  of 
our  lives!  Reason  itMlf  is  trae  and  just,  but  the 
reason  of  every  partionlar  man  is  weak  suiid  wavenDg, 
perpetually  swayed  and  turned  by  his  interetti,  hii 
passions,  and  his  vices.  Let  any  man  but  cowider 
when  he  hath  a  controversy  with  another,  though  bs 
cause  be  ever  so  uijust,  tiiough  the  whole  wmd  V 
against  him,  how  blinded  he  is  by  the  love  of  himielf, 
to  believe  that  ri^t  is  wrong,  and  wrong  is  right,  wbeo 
it  makes  for  his  own  advantage.  Where  ia  then  the 
right  use  of  his  reason,  which  he  so  much  boaeti  oC 
and  which  he  would  blasphemously  set  up  to  coDtrol 
the  commands  of  the  Almighty  1 

Seeo$idfy,  When  men  are  tempted  to  deny  the 
mysteries  of  religion,  let  them  examine  and  search  ioio 
their  own  hearts,  whether  they  have  not  some  favounte 
sin,  which  is  of  their  party  in  this  dispute,  and  which 
is  equally  contrary  to  other  commands  of  God  in  the 
gospeL  For  why  do  men  love  darkness  rather  than 
light  Y  The  Scripture  tells  us,  '<  because  t^eir  deedi 
are  evil  ;'*  and  there  can  be  no  other  reason  anigncd. 
Therefore,  when  men  are  curious  and  inquisitive  to 
discover  some  weak  sides  m  Christianity,  and  inclined 
to  favour  everything  that  is  ofSend  to  its  disadvanta^ 
it  is  plain  they  wish  it  were  not  true ;  and  thoaewisba 
can  proceed  from  nothing  but  an  evil  conaciepce; 
because,  if  there  be  truth  in  our  religion,  their  condiboo 
must  be  miserable. 

And  theiwfoie^  thirdfy.  Men  should  consider  th^ 
raising  difficulties  concerning  the  mysteries  in  religioQ 
cannot  make  them  more  wise,  learned,  or  virtuooi; 
better  neighbours  or  friends,  or  more  serricesUc  to 
their  country ;  but,  whatever  they  preteniL  will  deitror 
their  inward  peace  of  mind  by  perpetual  doubti  aad 
fears  arising  in  their  breasts.  And  God  forbid  vt 
should  ever  see  the  tinws  so  bad,  when  daogenxtf 
opinions  in  religion  wrill  be  a  means  to  get  f^^^f^ 
preferment ;  although,  even  in  such  a  case,  it  would  be 
an  ill  traffic  to  gain  the  world  and  lose  our  own  aonl>' 
So  tiiat,  upon  tiie  whole,  it  will  be  impoasible  to  nod 
any  real  use  toward  a  virtuous  or  happy  life  by  day 
ing  the  mysteries  of  the  gospel. 

Fourthfyf  Those  strong  unbelievers,  who  expect  tfaai 
aU  mysteries  should  be  squared  and  fitted  to  their  o*f 
reason,  might  have  somewhat  to  say  for  iherott^^^} 
they  could  satisfy  the  general  reason  of  mankind  m 
their  opinions ;  but  herein  they  are  miserably  ^'^^^ 
absurcC  and  ridiculoua;  they  strain  at  a  i^t  >"<* 
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■vallov  acmel;  tbey  ean  beliere  that  the  world  was 
made  by  chance;  that  God  doth  not  ooacem  bimwlf 
with  thingp  below;  will  neither  puuieh  vice  nor 
lewani  Tirtna ;  that  religion  was  inrented  by  cunning 
maa  to  keep  the  world  in  awe;  with  many | other 
opimona,  equally  ialae  axid  detestable,  against  the 
ooauDcn  light  of  nature  as  well  as  reason;  against  the 
BDiveraal  aaitinMDts  of  all  civilised  Tuititm^  and 
effenave  to  the  ears  even  of  a  sober  heathen. 

X^sOf,  Since  the  world  abounds  with  pestilent  books 
pazticiilarly  vrittao  against  this  doctrine  of  the  Trinity, 
It  IS  fit  to  infora  you,  that  the  authon  of  them  proceed 
wholly  wpoB  a  mistake :  they  would  show  how  impos- 
sible it  ia  that  three  can  be  one,  tod  one  can  be  three  ; 
whcteas  the  Scripture  aaith  no  such  thing,  at  least  in 
that  manDcr  they  would  make  it;  but  only  that  there 
is  seme  kind  of  unity  and  diatinction  in  the  divine 
nature  which  mankind  cannot  possibly  comprehend : 
thus  the  whole  doctrine  is  short  and  plain,  and  in 
itKlf  iocapahle  of  any  controvert  :  since  God  himself 
^  ^  Mmced  the  fact,  but  wholly  concealed  the 
And  therefore  many  divines,  who  thought  fit 
those  wicked  books,  have  been  mistaken  too 
_  fools  in  their  folly,  and  endeavouring  to 
a  mystery  which  God  intended  to  keep  secret 
friHn  us.  Axid  as  I  would  exhort  all  men  to  avoid 
rasdiog  chose  wicked  books  written  agaimt  this  doc- 
trine, aa  dangerous  and  pernicious;  so  I  think  thqr 
may  omit  the  answers,  as  unneoeseary.  This,  I  con- 
Um,  wiU  probably  affisct  but  few  or  none  among  the 
fcnctalitr  of  our  congregations,  who  do  not  much 
irpable  ttwrnsdvcs  with  books,  at  least  of  this  kind. 
Howcvct^  many  who  do  not  read  themsdves  are 
srdnced  hj  othcn  that  do,  and  thus  become  unbe- 
lifTcre  upon  trust  and  at  secondhand;  and  this  is  too 
frequent  a  ease :  for  which  reason,  I  have  endeavoured 
to  pat  thia  doctrine  upon  a  short  and  sure  foot,  levelled 
to  the  nwfwst  nndnstanding:  by  which  we  may,  as 
ihs  apostk  directs,  be  ready  always  to  give  an  answer 
ta  cwfy  osan  that  asketh  us  a  reason  of  the  hope  that 
is  ia  OR,  with  medcness  and  fear. 

Afid  thua  I  have  done  with  my  subject,  which  pro- 
bably I  should  not  have  chown,  if  I  had  not  been 
inrired  fts  it  by  the  occasion  of  this  seaaon,  appointed 
Gfi  puipoae  to  celebmte  the  mysteries  of  the  Trinity 
and  the  dsseent  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  wherein  we  pny  to 
be  kept  sftadfost  in  this  faith;  and  what  this  fiuth  is,  I 
here  shown  yoa  in  the  plainest  manner  I  could.  For, 
upon  ihe  whole,  it  is  no  more  than  this :  God  com- 
nmde  na,  by  our  dapendenoe  upon  his  truth  and  his 
htAj  word,  to  believe  a  fact  that  we  do  not  understand. 
And  this  ia  no  more  than  what  we  do  ereiy  day  in  the 
vuffks  o€  oatnue,  upon  the  credit  of  men  of  learning. 
Without  fiuth  we  can  do  no  woriu  acceptable  to  God ; 
tfnr  if  they  proceed  from  any  other  princi{de,  they  will 
not  advaaoe  our  salvatian ;  and  this  foith,  as  I  have  ez- 
pUined  it,  we  may  acquire  without  giving  up  our 
•ciiseB,  or  ooeittadicting  our  reason.  May  God  of  his 
infinite  mercy  inspire  us  with  tnie  fait^  in  every  article 
and  mystery  of  our  holy  religion,  so  as  to  dispose  us 
ti  do  what  is  pleaaing  in  his  sight;  and  this  we^pmy 
tarnugh  Jeans  Christ,  to  whom,  with  the  Father  and 
iW  Holy  Gfaoat,  the  mysterious,  incomprehensible  Omb 
CfOCH  be  all  honour  and  glory  now  and  for  evermore ! 


SERMON  THE  THIRD 

ON  MUTUAL  SUBiJBCnON. 

I  rKTCBy  T.  6.  Yettf  aO  o/ytm,  be  nthfeet  one  to 

another* 

The  apostle  having,  in  many  parts    of  this  epistle, 
given  directions  to  Christians  couceming  the  duty  of 

*  **  A  dssrarwyls*  or  a  disoooiae  bmvs  prepeily  «4apled  to  a 


subjection  or  obedience  to  superion;  in  the  sevenl 
instances  of  the  subject  to  the  prince,  the  child  to  his 
parent,  the  servant  to  his  master,  the  wife  to  her 
nusband,  and  the  younger  to  the  elder ;  doth  here,  in 
the  words  of  my  text,  sum  up  the  whole,  by  advancing 
a  point  of  doctrine,  which  at  first  may  appear  a  little 
extraordinary;  *'  Tea,  all  of  you,"  saith  he^  "  be  sub- 
ject one  to  another.*'  For  it  should  seem  that  two 
penons  cannot  properly  be  said  to  be  subject  to  each 
other,  and  Ihat  subjection  is  only  due  from  inferiors  to 
those  above  them :  yet  St.  Paul  hath  several  passages 
to  the  same  purpose.  For  he  exhorte  ^  Romans,  '*  in 
honour  to  prefer  one  another;*'  and  the  Pbilippiane^ 
'*  that  in  lowlineae  of  mind  they  should  each  esteem 
other  better  than  themselves;'*  and  the  Ephesians, 
«  that  they  should  submit  themselves  one  to  another  in 
the  fear  of  the  lord."  Here  we  find  these  two  great 
apostles  recommending  to  all  Christians  this  duty  of 
mutual  subjection.  For  we  may  observe,  by  St 
Peter,  that  having  mentioned  the  several  relations 
which  men  bear  to  each  other,  as  governor  and  subject, 
master  and  rervant,  and  the  rest  which  I  have  already 
repeated,  he  makes  no  excention,  but  sums  up  the 
whole  with  commanding  "  ail  to  be  subject  one  to 
another."  Whence  we  may  conclude,  that  this  subjec- 
tion, due  fhnn  all  men  to  all  men,  is  something  more 
than  the  compliment  of  course,  when  our  betters  are 
pleased  to  tell  us  they  are  our  humble  servante,  but 
uiMierstand  us  to  be  their  slaves. 

1  know  very  well  that  some  of  thoie  who  explain 
this  text  apply  it  to  humility,  to  the  duties  of  charity, 
to  private  exhortations,  and  to  bearing  with  each  other  s 
infirmities;  and  it  is  probable  the  apostle  may  have 
had  a  regard  to  all  there.  But  however  many  learned 
men  agree,  that  there  is  something  more  understood, 
and  10  the  words  in  their  plain  natural  meaning  must 
import;  as  you  will  observe  vourselves,  if  you  read 
them  with  Uie  beginning  of  toe  verw,  which  is  thus : 
**  Likewie^  ye  younger  submit  yourwlves  unto  the 
elder ;  yea,  aJl  of  you  be  subject  one  to  another."  So 
that,  upon  the  whole,  there  must  be  some  kind  of  sub- 
jection due  from  every  maa  to  every  man,  which  can- 
not be  made  void  by  any  power,  pre-eminence,  or 
authority  whatsoever.  Now  what  sort  of  subjection 
this  is,  and  how  it  ought  to  be  paid,  shall  be  the  sub- 
ject of  my  present  discourre. 

As  God  hath  contrived  all  the  works  of  nature  to  be 
useful,  and  in  some  manner  a  support  to  each  other, 
by  which  the  whole  firame  of  the  world  under  his  provi- 
dence is  preserved  and  kept  up ;  to  among  numkind 
our  particular  stations  are  appointed  to  each  of  us  by 
God  Almighty,  wherein  we  are  obliged  to  act,  as  far  as 
our  power  reacheth,  toward  the  good  of  Uie  whole 
community.  And  he  who  doth  not  perfonn  that  part 
assigned  him  toward  advancing  the  benefit  of  the 
whole  in  proportion  to  his  opportunities  and  abilities, 
is  not  only  a  usele«,  but  a  very  mischievous  member 
of  the  puUic ;  liecause  he  takes  the  share  of  the  profit 
and  yet  leaves  his  share  of  the  burden  to  be  home  by 
others,  which  is  the  true  principal  caure  of  most 
miseries  and  misfortunes  in  life.  For  a  wise  man  who 
does  not  assist  with  his  counsels;  a  great  roan  with  his 
protection ;  a  rich  man  with  his  bounty  and  charity ; 
and  a  poor  man  with  his  labour ;  are  perfect  nuisances 
in  a  commonwealth.  Neither  is  any  condition  of  life 
more  honourable  in  the  sight  of  God  than  another; 
otherwise  be  would  be  a  respecter  of  perrons,  which  he 
assures  us  he  is  not :  for  be  hath  propoied  die  same 
salvation  to  all  men,  and  hath  ouiy  placed  them  in 
difierent  ways  or  stations  to  work  it  out  Princes  are 
bom  with  no  more  advantages  of  strength  or  wisdom 
than  other  men ;  and,  by  an  unhappy  education,  are 

pablle  mdMooe.  ean  ■earee  bs  framed.     Bvery  pu»gxa|ih  ia 
■imple,  nervous,  siid  iatalUgiblo."— Omrry. 
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usiially  more  defective  in  both  than  thousands  of  their 
subjects.  They  depend  for  every  necessary  of  life  upon 
the  meanest  of  their  people:  besides,  obedience  and 
subjection  were  never  enjoined  by  God  to  humour  the 
passions,  lusts,  and  vanities  of  those  who  demand  them 
from  us;  but  we  are  commanded  to  obey  our  govemon, 
because  disobedience  would  breed  seditions  in  the 
state.  Thus  servants  are  directed  to  obey  their  masters, 
children  their  parents,  and  wives  their  husbands ;  not 
from  any  respect  of  persons  in  God,  but  because  other- 
wise  there  would  be  nothing  but  confusion  in  privi^ 
families.  This  matter  will  be  clearly  explained  by 
considering  the  comparison  which  St.  Paul  makes 
between  the  church  of  Christ  and  the  body  of  man: 
for  the  same  resemblance  will  hold,  not  only  to 
families  and  kingdoms,  but  to  the  whole  corporation  of 
mankind.  **  Theeye/^  saitfa  he,  *'  cannot  say  unto  the 
hand,  I  have  no  need  of  thee ;  nor  again  ^e  hand  to 
the  foot,  I  have  no  need  of  thee.  Nay  much  more, 
those  members  of  the  body  which  seem  to  be  more 
feeble  are  necessary :  and  whether  one  member  suffer, 
all  the  members  suffer  with  it;  or  one  member  be 
honoured,  all  the  members  rejoice  with  it.**  The  case 
is  directly  the  same  among  mankind.  The  prince 
cannot  say  to  the  merchant,  I  have  no  need  of  thee ; 
nor  (he  merchant  to  the  labourer,  I  have  no  need  of 
thee.  Nay  much  more,  those  members  which  seem  to 
be  more  f^ble  are  necessary ;  for  the  poor  are  gene- 
rally more  necessary  members  of  the  commonwealth 
than  the  rich :  which  clearly  shows,  that  God  never  in- 
tended such  possessions  for  the  sake  and  service  of  those 
to  whom  he  fends  them  ;  but  because  he  hath  assigned 
every  man  his  particular  station  to  be  useful  in  life, 
and  this  for  the  reason  given  by  the  apostle,  "  that  there 
may  be  no  schism  in  me  body.** 

From  hence  may  partly  be  gathered  the  nature  of 
that  subjection  which  we  all  owe  to  one  another.  God 
Almighty  hath  been  pleased  to  put  us  into  an  imper- 
fect state,  where  we  nave  perpetual  occasion  of  each 
other's  assistance.  There  is  none  so  low,  as  not  to  be 
in  a  capacity  of  assisting  the  highest;  nor  so  high, 
as  not  to  want  the  assistance  of  the  lowest 

It  plainly  appean,  from  what  hath  been  said,  that 
no  one  human  creature  is  more  worthy  than  another  in 
the  sight  of  God,  further  than  according  to  the  good- 
ness or  holiness  of  their  lives ;  and  that  power,  wealth, 
and  the  like  outward  advantages  are  so  mr  from  being 
the  marks  of  God*s  approving  or  preferring  those  on 
whom  they  are  bestowed,  that,  on  the  contrary,  he  is 
pleased  to  suffer  them  to  be  almost  engrossed  by  &ose 
who  have  least  title  to  his  favour.  Now,  according  to 
tiiis  equality  wherein  God  hath  placed  all  mankind 
with  relation  to  himself,  you  will  observe  that,  in  all 
the  relations  between  man  and  man,  there  is  a  mutual 
dependence,  whereby  the  one  cannot  subsist  without 
the  other.  Thus,  no  man  can  be  a  prince  without 
suHects,  nor  a  master  without  servants,  nor  a  lather 
without  children.  And  this  both  explains  and  con- 
firms the  doctrine  of  the  text :  for  where  there  is  a 
mutual  dependence  there  must  be  a  mutual  duty,  and 
consequently  a  mutual  subjection.  For  instance,  the 
subject  must  only  obey  the  prince,  because  God  com- 
mands it,  human  laws  require  it,  and  the  safety  of  the 
public  makes  it  necessary ;  for  die  same  reasons  we 
.  must  obey  all  that  are  in  authority,  and  submit  our- 
selves not  only  to  the  good  and  gentle,  but  also  to  the 
froward,  whemer  they  rule  according  to  our  liking  or 
no.  On  the  other  side,  in  those  countries  that  pretend 
to  freedom,  princes  are  subject  to  those  laws  which 
their  people  have  chosen ;  mey  are  bound  to  protect 
their  subjects  in  liberty,  property,  and  religion,  to  re- 
ceive their  petitions,  and  redress  their  grievances ;  so 
that  the  best  prince  is,  in  the  opinion  of  wise  men, 
only  the  greatest  servant  of  the  nation;  not  only  a 


servant  to  the  public  in  general,  but  in  some  sort  fn 
every  man  in  it.  In  the  like  manner,  a  servant  own 
obedience,  and  diligence,  and  faitiifulneis  to  hii 
master ;  from  whom  at  the  same  time  he  hath  s  jost 
demand  fbr  protection,  and  maintenance,  and  gentle 
treatment  Nay,  even  the  poor  beggar  hath  a  JQft  d^ 
mand  at  an  alms  from  the  rich  man,  who  is  guilty  (d 
fraud,  injustice,  and 'oppression,  if  he  does  not  slTord 
relief  according  to  his  abilities. 

But  this  subjection  we  all  owe  one  to  another  ii 
nowhoe  more  necessary  than  in  tiie  common  oonm- 
sations  of  life;  for  without  it  there  could  be  no  socictr 
among  men.  If  the  learned  would  not  sometimo  rob- 
mit  to  the  ignorant,  the  wise  to  the  simple,  the  gentle 
to  the  froward,  the  old  to  the  wellnesses  of  the  yoanf, 
there  would  be  nothing  but  everlasting  variance  in  tbe 
world.  This  our  Saviour  himself  confirmed  kjbb 
own  example ;  for  he  appeared  in  the  form  of  a  lerranr, 
and  washed  his  disciples'  feet,  adding  those  memortble 
words :  *<  Ye  call  me  Lord  and  Master,  and  re  far 
well ;  for  so  I  am.  If  I  then,  your  Lord  and  Master, 
wash  your  feet,  how  much  more  ought  ye  to  wash  m 
another's  feetf**  Under  which  expression  of  wasbiof 
the  feet  is  included  all  that  subjection,  assistance,  \ov*, 
and  duty,  which  every  good  Christian  ought  to  pv 
his  brother,  in  whatever  station  God  hath  placed  him. 
For  the  greatest  prince  and  the  meanest  slave  sre  nof, 
by  infinite  degrees,  so  distant  as  our  Saviour  mi 
those  disciples  whose  feet  he  vouchsafed  to  wash. 

And  altoough  tiiis  doctrine  of  subjecting  ounelrn 
to  one  another  may  seem  to  grate  upon  the  pride  aud 
vanity  of  mankind,  and  may  therefore  be  hard  to  be 
digested  by  those  who  value  themselves  upon  tbeir 
greatness  or  their  wealth,  yet  it  is  really  no  more  tiun 
what  most  men  practise  upon  other  occasions.  For,  if 
our  neighbour,  who  is  our  inferior,  comes  to  we  u*. 
we  rise  to  receive  him,  we  place  him  above  us,  v>*^ 
respect  him,  as  if  he  were  better  than  omselvei :  and 
this  is  thought  botii  decent  and  necessary,  and  is  osuallr 
called  good  manners.  Now,  the  duty  required  by  tbc 
apostle  is  only  that  we  should  enlarge  our  miudi.  and 
that  what  we  thus  practise  in  the  common  coune  i^ 
life  we  should  imitate  in  all  our  actions  and  proceed- 
ings whatsoever ;  since  our  Saviour  tells  us  that  erffT 
man  is  our  nei^bour,  and  since  we  are  so  ready,  in 
the  point  of  civility,  to  yield  to  others  in  our  ovQ 
houses,  where  only  we  have  any  title  to  govern. 

Having  thus  shown  you  what  sort  of  subjectiou  it  if 
which  all  men  owe  one  to  another,  and  in  what  manner 
it  ought  to  be  paid,  I  shall  now  draw  some  ohserva- 
tions  from  what  hath  beeu  said. 

Andy/rtf,  A  thorough  practice  of  this  duty  of  «ub- 
jeeting  ourselves  to  the  wants  and  infirmities  ofearb 
other  would  utterly  extinguish  in  us  the  vice  of  pride- 

For,  if  God  has  pleased  to  entrust  me  with  a  w«nU 
not  for  my  own  sake,  but  for  the  service  of  othen.  and 
at  the  same  time  hath  left  me  full  of  wants  and  neos- 
sities  which  others  must  sup{dy,  I  can  then  liare  no 
cause  to  set  any  extraordinary  value  upon  myaelC  (^ 
to  despise  my  brother,  because  he  hath  not  the  aB>f 
taleAs  which  were  lent  to  me.  His  being  may  piv 
bably  be  as  useful  to  the  public  as  mine;  and  ther^ 
fore,  by  the  rules  of  right  reason,  I  am  in  no  *^ 
preferable  to  him. 

Secondfyf  It  is  very  manifest  fhmi  what  bss  been 
said  that  no  man  ought  to  look  upon  the  advant^ 
of  life,  such  as  riches,  honour,  power,  and  the  lik^t  ^* 
his  property,  but  merely  as  a  trust  which  God  bstb 
deposited  with  him  to  be  employed  for  the  use  of  hn 
brethren;  and  God  will  certainly  punish  the  breach  of 
that  trust,  though  the  laws  of  man  vrill  not,  or  niil)^> 
indeed,  cannot,  because  the  trust  was  confened  oiilf 
by  God,  who  has  not  left  it  to  any  power  on  eartl>  <»> 
decide  infallibly  whether  a  man  makes  a  good  uie  of 
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Us  iilcnli  or  Do»  or  %f>  punith  him  where  he  fiuli . 
And  tberefore  God  feeDu  to  have  more  particularly 
taken  this  matter  into  his  own  hands,  and  will  most 
certainly  reward  or  punish  us,  in  proportion  to  our 
food   or  ill  petformanoe  in  it      Now,  although  the 
adrantages  which  one  posseneth  more  than  another 
may.  in  aome  sense,  be  called  his  property  with  respect 
to  crther  men,  yet,  with  respect  to  God,  they  are^  as  I 
■aid.  only  a  trast,  which   will   plunly  appear  from 
hence :  if  a  man  does  not  use  those  advantages  to  the 
fTood  of  the  publie,  or  the  benefit  of  his  neighbour,  it 
is  certain  he  dodi  not  deserve  them,  and,  consequently, 
that  God  never  intended  them  for  a  blessing  to  him ; 
and.  <»i  the  other  side^  whoever  does  employ  his  talents 
as  he  ought,  will  find,  by  hii  own  experience,  that 
diry  were  chiefly  lent  him  for  the  service  of  others; 
for  to  the  service  of  others  he  will  certainly  employ  them. 
:    TWdUy,  If  we  could  all  be  brought  to  practise  this 
duty  of  subjecting  ourselves  to  each  other,  it  would 
very  much  oontxibute  to  the  general  happiness  of  man- 
kind ;  fir  this  would  root  out  envy  and  malice  from 
the  heart  of  man;   because  you  cannot  envy  your 
n^ghbour  a  strength,  if  he  make  use  of  it  to  defend 
your  liiie,  or  carry  your  burden ;  you  cannot  envy  his 
visdcon,  if  he  give  you  good  counsel ;  nor  his  riches, 
d  be  sappl J  you  in  your  wants ;  nor  his  greatness,  if 
be  employ  it  to  your  protection.     The  miseries  of  life 
sre  iKit  properly  owing  to  the  unequal  distribution  of 
tilings ;  but  God  Almighty,  the  great  King  of  Heaven, 
ii  treated  like  the  kings  of  the  earth,  who,  although 
periMtps   intending  well  themselves,  have  often  most 
a^naiiiable  ministers  and  stewards;  and  those  gene- 
rally the  vilest,  to  whom  they  entrust  the  most  talents. 
Bat  bene  ia  Che  difierence,  that  the  princes  of  this  world 
we  by  other  men's  eyes,  but  God  sees  all  things ;  and, 
tbereioce,  whenever  he  permits  his  blessings  to  be  dealt 
smung   thoae  who  are  unworthy,  .we  may  certainly 
ct^udude  that  he  intends  them  only  as  a  punishment 
ti»  an  evil  WOTld,  as  well  as  to  the  owners.    It  were 
«fll  if  thoae  would  consider  this  whose  riches  serve 
^Mm  only  aa  a  spur  to  avarice,  or  as  an  instrument  to 
tbeir  lima;  whose  wisdom  is  only  of  this  world,  to  put 
£iLc  colooB  upon  things,  to  call  good  evil  and  evil 
gucd,  against  the  conviction  of  their  own  consciences ; 
and,  tartly,  who  employ  their  power  and  favour  in  acts 
of  opppvessiin  or  ixijustice,  in  misrepresenting  persons 
and  thing%  or  in  countenancing  the  wicked,  to  the 
min  of  die  innoecnt. 

^oMTt/yy,  The  practice  of  this  duty  of  being  subject 
to  one  amMher,  would  make  us  rest  contented  in  the 
se««ni  stations  of  life  wherein  God  hath  thought  fit  to 
place  us:  bccauae  it  would,  in  the  best  and  easiest 
manner,  briag  us  back  as  it  were  to  that  early  state 
i<  the  gospel  when  Christians  had  all  things  in  com- 
mon. For  if  the  poor  found  the  rich  disposed  to  sup- 
ply their  wants ;  if  the  ignorant  found  the  wise  ready 
ttf  a^tjvkct  and  direct  them ;  or  if  the  weak  might  al- 
ways find  protection  from  the  mighty ;  they  could  none 
of  dKniy  nith  die  least  pretence  of  justice^  lament  their 
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From  all  that  halh  been  hitherto  said,  it  appears 
t&at  great  abilities  of  any  sort,  when  they  are  employed 
M  (jvd  directs,  do  but  make  the  owners  of  them  greater 
tuii  more  pAinful  servants  to  their  neighbour  and  the 
^-ublifC  :  however,  we  are  by  no  means  to  conclude  from 
ten  thai  they  are  not  resJly  blessings,  when  they  are 
in  the  faaoda  of  good  men.  For,  first,  what  can  be  a 
rreatrr  hoHmr  thsn  to  be  chosen  one  of  the  stewards 
4ttd  dis|MnaiTS  of  Gods  bounty  to  mankind?  What 
»  ttkcrc  tksii  can  give  a  generous  spirit  more  pleasure 
^u^i  complaeency  of  mind,  than  to  consider  that  he  is 
an  inatniment  of  doing  much  good  f  that  great  numbers 
««we  to  him,  under  God,  dieir  subsistence,  their  safety, 
their   health,  and  the  good  conduct  of  their  lives  f 
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The  wickedest  man  upon  earth  takes  a  pleasure  in 
doing  good  to  those  be  loves ;  and  therefore,  surely,  a 
good  Christian,  who  obeys  our  Saviour's  command  of 
loving  sll  men,  cannot  but  take  delight  in  doing  good 
even  to  his  enemies.  God,  who  gives  all  things  to  all 
men,  can  receive  nothing  from  any ;  and  those  among 
men  who  do  the  most  good,  and  receive  the  fewest 
returns,  do  most  resemble  their  Creator:  for  which 
reason  St.  Paul  delivers  it  as  a  saying  of  our  Saviour, 
that  "  it  is  more  blessed  to  give  than  to  receive."  By 
this  rule,  what  must  become  of  those  things  which  the 
wqrld  values  as  the  greatest  blessings — ^riches,  power, 
and  the  like — when  our  Saviour  nlainly  determines 
that  the  best  way  to  make  them  blessings  is  to  part 
with  them?  Therefore,  although  the  advantages 
which  one  man  hath  over  another  may  be  called 
blessings,  yet  they  are  by  no  means  so  in  the  sense  the 
world  usually  understands.  Thus,  for  example,  great 
riches  are  no  blessing  in  themselves ;  because  the  poor 
man  with  the  common  necessaries  of  life  enjoys  more 
health,  and  has  fewer  cares,  without  them.  How,  then, 
do  they  become  blessings?  No  otherwise  than  by 
being  employed  in  feeding  the  hungry,  clothing  the 
nak^  rewarding  worthy  men,  and,  in  short,  doing 
acts  of  charity  and  generosity.  Thus,  likewise,  power 
is  no  blessing  in  itself,  because  private  men  bear  less 
envy,  and  trouble,  and  anguish  without  it.  But 
when  it  is  employed  to  protect  the  innocent,  to  relieve 
the  oppressed,  and  to  punish  the  oppressor,  then  it  be- 
comes a  great  blessing. 

And  so,  lastly,  even  great  wisdom  is,  in  the  opinion 
of  Solomon,  not  a  blessing  in  itylf ;  for  **  in  much 
wisdom  is  much  sorrow ;''  and  men  of  common  under- 
standing, if  they  serve  God  and  mind  their  callings, 
make  fewer  mistakes  in  the  conduct  of  life  than  those 
who  have  better  heads.  And  yet  wisdom  is  a  mighty 
blessing  when  it  is  applied  to  good  purposes,  to  in- 
struct die  ignorant,  to  be  a  faithful  counsellor  either  in 
public  or  private,  to  be  a  director  to^  youth,  and  to 
many  other  ends  needless  here  to  mention. 

To  conclude :  God  sent  us  into  the  world  to  obey 
his  commands,  by  doing  as  much  good  as  our  abilities 
will  reach,  and  as  little  evil  as  our  many  infirmities 
will  permit.  Some  he  hath  only  trusted  with  one 
talent,  some  with  five,  and  some  with  ten.  No  man  is 
without  his  talent;  and  he  that  is  faithful  or  negligent 
in  a  little  shall  be  rewarded  or  punished,  as  well  as  he 
that  bath  been  so  in  a  great  deal. 

Consider  what  has  been  said ;  and  the  Lord  give  you 
a  right  understanding  in  all  things.  To  whom,  with 
the  Son  and  the  Holy  Ghost,  be  aU  honour  and  glory, 
now  and  for  ever. 


SERMON  THE  FOURTH, 

:  ON  THE  TESTIMONY  OP  CONSCIENCE. 
2  COBINTHIANS  i.  13. 

For  our  r^oicing  is  /Am,  ihe  tutimony  of  our  con- 

tcienee, 

Therb  is  no  word  more  frequently  in  the  mouths  of 
men  than  that  of  conscience,  and  the  meaning  of  it  is, 
in  some  measure,  generally  understood:  however, 
because  it  is  likewise  a  word  extremely  abused  by 
many  people,  who  apply  other  meanings  to  it  which 
God  Almighty  never  intended,  I  shall  explain  it  to 
you  in  the  clearest  manner  1  am  able.  The  word  con- 
science properly  signifies  that  knowledge  which  a  man 
hath  within  himse&  of  his  own  thoughts  and  actions. 
And  because  if  a  man  judgeth  fairly  of  his  own  actions, 
by  comparing  them  with  die  law  of  God,  his  mind  will 
either  improve  or  condemn  him,  according  as  he  baa 
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done  good  or  evil ;  therefore  this  knowledge,  or  con- 
science, may  properly  be  called  both  an  accuser  and  a 
judge.  So  that,  whenever  our  conscience  accuseth  us, 
we  are  certainly  guilty ;  but  we  are  not  always  inno- 
cent  when  it  doth  not  accuse  us:  for  very  often, 
through  the  hardness  of  our  hearts,  or  the  fondness  and 
favour  we  bear  to  ourselves,  or  through  ignorance  or 
Delect,  we  do  not  suffer  our  conscience  to  take  any 
cognisance  of  several  sins  we  conamit  There  is  an- 
other office  likewise  belonging  to  conscience,  which  is 
that  of  being  our  director  and  guide ;  and  the  wrong 
use  of  this  hath  been  the  occasion  of  more  evils  under 
the  sun  than  almost  all  other  causes  put  together. 
For,  as  conscience  is  nothing  else  but  the  knowledge 
we  have  of  what  we  are  thinking  and  doing,  so  it  can 
guide  us  no  further  than  that  knowledge  reacheth :  and, 
therefore,  God  hath  placed  conscience  in  us  to  be  our 
director  only  in  those  actions  which  Scripture  and 
reason  plainly  tell  us  to  be  good  or  evil.  But  in  cases 
too  difficult  or  doubtful  for  us  to  comprehend  or  de* 
termine,  there  conscience  is  not  concerned ;  because  it 
cannot  advise  in  what  it  doth  not  understand,  nor 
decide  where  it  is  itself  in  doubt :  but,  by  God*s  great 
mercy,  those  difficult  points  are  never  of  absolute 
necessity  to  our  salvation.  There  is  likewise  another 
evil,  that  men  often  say  a  thing  is  against  their  con- 
science when  really  it  is  not  For  instance :  ask  any 
of  those  who  differ  from  the  worship  established,  why 
they  do  not  come  to  church  ?  they  will  say  they  dis- 
like the  ceremonies,  the  prayers,  the  habits,  and  the 
like;  and  therefore  it  goes  against  their  conscience. 
But  they  are  mistaken,  their  teacher  hath  put  those 
words  into  their  mouths ;  for  a  man's  conscience  can 
go  no  higher  than  his  knowledge ;  and  therefore,  till 
be  has  Uioroughly  examined  by  Scripture,  and  the 
practice  of  the  ancient  church,  whether  those  points 
are  blamable  or  no,  his  conscience  cannot  possibly 
direct  him  to  condemn  them.  Hence  have  likewise 
arisen  those  mistakes  about  what  is  usually  called 
liberty  of  conscience ;  which,  properly  speaking,  is  no 
more  than  a  liberty  of  knowing  our  own  thoughts, 
which  liberty  no  one  can  take  from  us.  But  those 
words  have  obtained  quite  different  meanings :  liberty 
of  conscience  is  now-a-days  not  only  understood  to  be 
the  liberty  of  believing  what  men  please,  but  also  of 
endeavouring  to  propagate  that  belief  as  much  as  they 
can,  and  to  overtbrow  the  faith  which  the  laws  have 
already  established,  and  to  be  rewarded  by  the  public 
for  those  wicked  endeavours :  and  this  is  the  liberty 
of  conscience  which  the  fanatics  are  now  openly,  in  the 
face  of  the  world,  endeavouring  at  with  their  utmost 
application.  At  the  same  time,  it  cannot  but  be  ob- 
served, that  those  very  persons,  who,  under  pretence  of 
a  public  spirit  and  tenderness  toward  their  Christian 
brethren,  are  so  xealous  for  such  a  liberty  of  conscience 
as  this,  are,  of  all  others,  the  least  tender  to  those  who 
differ  from  them  in  the  smallest  point  relating  to 
government;  and  I  wish  I  could  not  say  that  the 
majesty  of  the  living  God  may  be  offended  with  more 
security  than  the  memory  of  a  dead  prince.  But  the 
wisdom  of  the  world,  at  present,  seems  to  agree  with 
that  of  the  heathen  emperor,  who  said,  if  the  gods  were 
offended,  it  was  their  own  concern,  and  they  were  able 
to  vindicate  themselves. 

But  although  conscience  hath  been  abused  to  those 
wicked  purposes  which  I  have  already  related,  yet  a 
due  regard  to  the  directions  it  plainly  gives  us,  as  well 
as  to  its  accusations,  reproaches,  and  advices,  would  be 
of  the  greatest  use  to  mankind,  both  for  their  present 
welfare  and  future  happiness. 

Therefore  my  discourse  at  this  time  shall  be  directed 
to  prove  to  you,  that  there  is  no  solid,  firm  foundation 
for  virtue  but  on  a  conscience  which  is  guided  by 
religion. 


In  order  to  this,  I  shall  first  show  you  the  weskncn 
and  uncertainty  of  two  false  principles,  which  many 
people  set  up  in  the  place  of  conscience  for  a  guide  to 
their  actions. 

The  first  of  these  principles  is,  what  the  world 
usually  calls  moral  honesty.  There  axe  some  people 
who  appear  very  indifferent  as  to  religion,  and  jet 
have  the  repute  of  being  just  and  fair  in  their  deslinga ; 
and  these  are  generally  known  by  the  character  of  ^ 
moral  men.  But  now,  if  you  look  into  the  groundi 
and  the  motives  of  such  a  man's  actions,  you  ihall 
find  them  to  be  no  other  than  his  own  ease  and  intereit 
For  example :  you  trust  a  moral  man  with  you 
money  in  Uie  way  of  trade,  you  trust  another  with  the 
defence  of  your  cause  at  law,  and  perhaps  they  both 
deal  justly  with  you.  Why?  not  from  any  regaid 
they  have  for  justice,  but  because  their  fortune  depnicis 
upon  their  credit,  and  a  stain  of  open  pubHc  dli- 
honesty  must  be  to  their  disadvantage.  Bat  let  it 
consist  with  such  a  roan's  interest  and  safety  to  wroog 
you,  and  then  it  will  be  impossible  you  can  have  aov 
hold  upon  him ;  because  there  is  nothing  left  to  give 
him  a  check,  or  put  in  the  balance  against  his  prolit. 
For  if  he  hath  nothing  to  govern  himself  by  but  the 
opinion  of  the  world,  as  long  as  he  oaa  conceal  hii  in- 
justice fVom  the  world  he  thinks  he  is  safe. 

Besides,  it  is  found  by  experience  that  thow  men 
wh»  set  up  for  morality  without  regard  to  religi<s 
are  generally  virtuous  but  in  part:  they  will  beiust 
in  their  dealings  between  man  and  man  ;  but  if  uer 
find  themselves  disposed  to  pride,  lust,  intemperance,  or 
avarice,  they  do  not  think  their  morality  concem«i  to 
check  them  in  any  of  these  vices;  because  it  is  the 
great  rule  of  such  men  that  they  may  lawfully  follcv 
the  dictates  of  nature,  wherever  their  safety,  bealtb, 
and  fortune  are  nut  injured.  So  that  upon  the  whole. 
there  is  hardly  one  vice,  which  a  mere  moral  nuQ 
may  not,  upon  some  occasions,  allow  himself  to  prac- 
tise. 

The  other  false  principle,  which  some  men  let  op 
in  the  place  of  conscience  to  be  their  director  iu  H^ 
is  what  those  who  pretend  to  it  call  honour. 

This  word  is  often  made  the  sanction  of  an  oft^:  '^ 
is  reckoned  a  great  commendation  to  be  a  man  ol 
strict  honour ;  and  it  is  commonly  uadentood  ^ 
a  man  of  honour  cam  never  be  guilty  of  a  base  action- 
This  is  usually  die  style  of  military  men,  of  paw» 
with  titles,  and  of  others  who  pretend  to  birth  tnd 
quality.  It  is  true  indeed  that  in  ancient  times  itv^ 
universally  understood  that  honour  was  the  reward  of 
virtue;  but  if  such  honour  as  is  now-«-dayi  gp'JS 
will  not  permit  a  man  to  do  a  ^base  action,  it  muM  v 
allowed  there  are  few  such  things  as  boas  actioof  j" 
nature.  No  man  of  honour,  as  that  word  is  ttsuslly 
understood,  did  ever  pretend  that  his  honour  obliged 
him  to  be  chaste  or  temperate,  to  pay  his  creditun,  ^ 
be  useful  to  his  country,  to  do  good  to  maiikiu^^^ 
endeavour  to  be  wise  or  learned,  to  r^ard  his  wora. 
his  promise,  or  his  oath :  or  if  he  hath  any  of  ^^, 
virtues,  they  were  never  learned  in  the  catechism  d 
honour;  which  contauis  but  two  precepts,  ^^jF^^* 
tual  payment  of  debta  contracted  at  play,  sxia  vie 
right  understanding  the  several  degrees  of  an  afironi. 
in  order  to  revenge  it  by  the  death  of  an  advisory. 

But  suppose  Siis  principle  of  honour,  which  W 
men  so  much  boast  of,  did  really  produce  nioT« 
virtues  than  it  ever  pretended  to ;  yet,  since  the  veit 
being  of  that  honour  depended  upon  the  brestb,  t'>^ 
opinion,  or  tlie  fancy  of  the  people,  the  virtues  derijw 
firom  it  could  be  of  no  long  or  certain  duration,  f^ 
example :  suppose  a  man  from  a  principle  of  hoaio^ 
should  resolve  to  be  just,  or  chasto,  or  tempera***  ^"^ 
yet  the  censuring  world  should  take  a  humour  of  re- 
fusing him  those  characters,  he  would  then  think  tiie 
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obliftrioo  at  an  end.  Or,  on  tbe  otiier  side,  if  he 
tfaou/bt  be  could  gain  bonoar  by  the  falsest  and  vilest 
«rti.in,  (which  ii  a  case  that  very  often  happens, ")  he 
wo'jld  then  make  no  scrapie  to  perform  it.  And  God 
h'lrs  it  would  be  an  onhappy  state  to  have  the  relig^n, 
tiw  libffty^  or  the  property  of  a  people  lodged  in  such 
bands :  which,  however,  hath  been  too  often  the  case. 

What  I  hare  said  upon  this  principle  of  honour 
may  pediaps  be  thought  of  small  concernment  to  most 
of  Tou  who  are  my  hearers  :  however,  a  caution  was 
not  altogfther  unnecessary ;  since  there  is  nothing  by 
which  Dot  only  the  vulgar,  but  the  honest  tradesman, 
has  been  so  much  deceived,  as  this  infamous  pretence 
to  honour  in  too  many  of  their  betters. 

Havin^^  thus  shown  you  the  weakness  and  uncer- 
tainty of  those  principles  which  some  men  set  up  in 
the  pUre  of  conscience  to  direct  them  in  their  actions ; 
1  ihS\  oow  endeavour  to  prove  to  you  that  there  is  no 
*'JA  iinn  foundation  of  virtue  but  m  a  conscience 
dinPTtfti  by  the  principles  of  religion. 

T^tt  u  no  way  of  judging  how  far  we  may  depend 
apr tt  the  actions  of  men  otherwise  than  by  knowing 
the  moriTei,  and  grounds,  and  causes  of  them ;  and  if 
fh^  motives  of  our  actions  be  not  resolved  and  deter- 
mijtfd  into  the  law  of  God,  they  will  be  precarious 
md  nucertain,  and  liable  to  perpetual  cnanges.  I 
«tll  ihow  you  what  I  mean  by  an  example :  suppose 
t  mm  thinks  it  his  duty  to  obey  his  parents,  because 
trason  trlU  him  so,  because  he  is  obliged  by  gratitude, 
ni  because  the  laws  of  his  country  command  him 
tt  d»  so;  if  he  stops  here,  his  parents  can  have  no 
Win^  lecurity ;  for  an  occasion  may  hap|)en  wherein 
I*  may  be  extremely  his  interest  to  be  disobedient,  and 
vW  the  laws  of  the  land  can  lay  no  hold  upon  him ; 
tfertrfure,  before  such  a  man  can  safely  be  trusted,  he 
m']<  proceed  further,  and  consider  that  his  reason 
'1  tbr  ^\(t  of  God ;  that  God  commanded  him  to  be 
chMient  to  the  laws,  and  did,  moreover,  in  a  particular 
^siJm,  enjoin  him  to  be  dutiful  to  his  parents ;  after 
v^  cb.  if  he  lays  doe  weight  upon  those  considerations, 
^  viU  probably  continue  in  his  duty  to  the  end  of  his 
hfr  because  no  earthly  interest  can  ever  come  in  com- 
petition to  balance  the  danger  of  offending  his  Creator, 
^^  'he  hajjpTness  of  pleasing  him.  And  of  all  this  his 
ft'Qscietice  will  certainly  iiifbrm  him,  if  he  hath  any 
ffprd  to  religion. 

Ser^d/f^  fear  and  hope  are  the  two  greatest  natu* 
n\  motivef  of  all  men's  actions :  but  neither  of  these 
pawi.Ds will  ever  put  us  in  the  way  of  virtue,  unless 
^y  ^  directed  by  conw.ience.  For,  although  vir- 
tt^tn  men  do  sometimes  accidentally  make  their  way 
^^  \nftnatnt,  yet  the  world  is  so  corrupted,  that  no 
04n  e«n  reasonably  hope  to  be  rewarded  in  it  merely 
wpja  account  of  his  virtue.  And  consequently  the 
ftrnf  jKinishment  in  this  life  will  preserve  men  from 
^^7  f*T»  vices,  since  some  of  the  blackest  and  basest 
0'-  nftm  |irove  the  surest  steps  to  favour  :  such  as  in* 
r«tfitude,  hypocrisy,  treachery,  malice,  suboniation, 
*Jj^  im,  and  many  more,  which  human  laws  do  little 
y^rm  themselves  about.  But  when  conscience 
psifM  before  us  the  hopes  of  everlasting  happiness, 
«-M  the  fears  of  everlastmg  misery,  as  the  reward  and 
rmiihment  of  our  good  or  evil  actions,  our  reason 
*'*^  find  no  way  to  avoid  the  force  of  such  an  argu- 
^'^•t.  otlierwise  than  by  running  into  infidelity. 

^^hi  Conscience  will  direct  us  to  love  God,  and 
*^  fwt  our  whole  trust  and  confidence  in  him.  Our 
J-*^*  of  fJod  will  inspire  us  with  a  detestation  for  sin, 
*»  »hat  is  of  all  thmgs  most  contrary  to  his  divine 
titore:  and  if  we  have  an  entire  confidence  in  him, 
Jiut  »iTl  enable  us  to  subdue  and  despise  all  the  a]> 
lurrmfnts  of  d»  world. 

U  may  here  be  objected,  if  conscience  be  so  sure  a 
flirtctor  to  OS  Christians  in  the  conduct  of  our  lives, 


how  comes  it  to  pass  that  the  ancient  heathens,  who 
had  no  other  lights  but  those  of  nature  and  reason, 
should  so  far  exceed  us  in  all  manner  of  virtue,  as 
plainly  appears  by  many  examples  they  have  left  on 
record  ? 

To  which  it  may  be  answered ;  first,  those  heathens 
were  extremely  strict  and  exact  tn  the  education  of 
their  children ;  whereas  among  us  this  care  is  so  much 
laid  aside,  that  the  more  God  has  blessed  any  man 
with  estate  or  quality,  just  so  much  the  less  in  propor- 
tion is  the  care  he  takes  in  the  education  of  his  ciiil- 
dren,  and  particularly  of  that  child  which  is  to  in- 
herit his  fortune:  of  which  the  effects  are  visible 
enough  among  the  great  ones  of  the  world.  Again, 
those  heathens  did  in  a  particular  manner  instil  the 
principle  into  their  children  of  loving  their  country ; 
which  is  so  far  otherwise  now-a-days,  that,  of  the  several 
parties  among  us,  there  is  none  of  them  that  seem  to 
nave  so  much  as  heard  whether  there  be  such  a  virtue 
in  the  world,  as  plainly  appears  by  their  practices ; 
and  especially  when  they  are  placed  in  those  stations 
where  they  can  only  have  opportunity  of  showing  it. 
Lastly,  the  most  considerable  among  the  heathens  did 
generally  believe  rewards  and  punishments  in  a  life 
to  come,  which  is  the  great  principle  for  conscience 
to  work  upon :  whereas  too  many  of  those  who  would 
be  thought  the  most  considerable  among  us  do,  both 
by  their  practices  and  their  discourses,  plainly  affirm 
that  they  believe  nothing  at  all  of  the  matter. 

Wherefore,  since  it  hath  manifestly  appeared  that  a 
religious  conscience  is  the  only  true  solid  foundation 
upon  which  virtue  can  be  built,  give  me  leave  before 
I  conclude  to  let  you  see  how  necessary  such  a  con- 
science is  to  conduct  us  in  every  station  and  condition 
of  our  lives. 

That  a  religious  conscience  is  necessary  in  any 
station  is  confessed  even  by  those  who  tell  us  that  all 
religion  was  invented  by  cunning  men  in  order  to 
keep  the  world  in  awe.  For  if  religion,  by  the  con- 
fession of  its  adversaries,  be  necessary  toward  the  well- 
goveniing  of  mankind,  then  every  wise  man  in  power 
will  be  sure  not  only  to  choose  out  for  every  station 
under  him  such  persons  as  are  most  likely  to  be  kept 
in  awe  by  religion,  but  likewise  to  carry  some  appear- 
ance of  it  himself,  or  else  he  is  a  very  weak  politician. 
And  accordingly,  in  any  country  where  great  persons 
affect  to  be  open  despisers  of  religion,  their  counsels 
will  be  found  at  la«t  to  be  fully  as  destructive  to  the 
state  as  to  tlie  church. 

It  was  the  advice  of  Jethro  to  his  son-in-law  Moses, 
to  ''provide  able  men,  such  as  fear  God,  men  of  truth, 
hating  covetousness,'*  and  to  place  such  over  the 
people ;  and  Moftes,  who  was  as  wise  a  statesman  at 
least  as  any  in  this  age,  thought  fit  to  follow  that 
advice.  Great  abilities,  without  the  fear  of  God,  are 
most  dangerous  instruments  when  Ihey  are  trusted 
with  power.  The  laws  of  man  have  thought  fit  that 
those  who  are  called  to  any  office  of  trust  should  be 
bound  by  an  oath  to  the  faithful  discharge  of  it ;  but 
an  oath  is  an  appeal  to  God,  and  therefore  can  have 
no  influence,  except  upon  those  who  believe  that  he  is, 
and  that  he  is  a  rewarder  of  those  that  seek  him,  and 
a  punisher  of  those  who  disobey  him :  and  therefore, 
we  see,  the  laws  themselves  are  forced  to  have  re- 
course to  conscience  in  these  cases,  ^cause  their 
penalties  cannot  reach  the  arts  of  cunning  men,  who 
can  find  ways  to  be  guilty  of  a  thousand  injustices 
without  being  discovered,  or  at  least  without  being 
punished.  And  the  reason  why  we  find  so  many 
frauds,  abuses,  and  corruptions,  where  any  trust  is 
conferred,  can  be  no  other  than  that  there  is  so  little 
conscience  and  religion  left  in  the  world ;  or  at  least 
that  men,  in  their  choice  of  histruments,  have  private 
ends  in  view,  which  are  very  different  from  the  service 
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of  the  public.  Besides,  it  is  certain  that  men  who 
profess  to  have  no  religion  are  full  as  zealous  to  bring 
over  proselytes  as  any  papist  or  fanatic  can  be.  And 
therefore,  if  thoee  who  are  in  station  high  enough  to 
be  of  influence  or  example  to  others ;  if  those  (I  say) 
0{)enly  profess  a  contempt  or  disbelief  of  religion,  they 
will  be  sure  to  make  all  their  dependents  of  their  own 
principles;  and  what  security  can  the  public  expect 
irom  such  persons,  whenever  their  interests  or  tiieir 
lusts  come  into  competition  with  their  duty  9  It  is 
very  possible  for  a  man  who  hath  the  appearance  of 
religion,  and  is  a  great  pretender  to  conscience,  to  be 
wicked  and  a  hypocrite;  but  it  is  impossible  for  a 
man,  who  openly  declares  against  religion,  to  give  any 
reasonable  security  that  he  will  not  be  false,  and  cruel 
and  corrupt,  whenever  a  temptation  oflers  which  he 
values  more  than  he  does  the  power  wherewith  he  was 
trusted.  And  if  such  a  man  doth  not  betray  his 
cause  and  his  master,  it  is  only  because  the  temptation 
was  not  properly  offered,  or  the  profit  was  too  small, 
or  the  danger  was  too  great.  And  hence  it  is  that  we 
find  so  lide  truth  or  justice  among  us  :  because  there 
are  so  very  few  who,  either  in  the  service  of  the  public, 
or  in  conmion  dealings  with  each  other,  do  ever  look 
further  than  their  own  advantage,  and  how  to  guard 
themselves  against  the  laws  of  the  country ;  which  a 
man  may  do  by  favour,  by  secrecy,  or  by  cunning, 
though  he  breaks  almost  every  law  of  God.  Therefore 
to  conclude :  It  plainly  appears,  that  unless  men  are 
guided  by  the  advice  and  judgment  of  conscience 
founded  on  religion,  they  can  give  no  security  that 
they  will  .be  either  good  subjects,  faithful  servants  of 
the  public,  or  honest  in  their  mutual  dealings ;  since 
there  is  no  other  tie  through  which  the  pride,  or  lust, 
or  avarice,  or  ambition  of  mankind  will  not  certainly 
break  one  time  or  other. 

Consider  what  has  been  said  ;"  and  the  Lord  give  you 
a  right  understanding  in  all  things.  To  whom,  with 
the  Son  and  the  Holy  Ghost,  be  all  honour  and  glory, 
now  and  for  ever. 


SERMON  THE  FIFTH. 

ON  BROTHERLY  LOVE. 

UEB.  xiii.  I. 

Let  brotherly  love  continue. 

In  the  early  times  of  the  gospel,  the  Christians  were 
very  much  distinguished  from  all  other  bodies  of  men 
by  the  great  and  constant  love  they  bore  to  each  other ; 
which,  although  it  was  done  in  obedience  to  the  fre- 
quent injunctions  of  our  Saviour  and  his  apostles,  yet,  I 
confess,  there  seemeth  to  have  been  likewise  a  natural 
reason  that  very  much  promoted  it.  For  the  Christians 
then  were  few  and  scattered,  living  under  persecution  by 
the  heathens  round  about  them,  in  whose  hands  was  all 
the  civil  and  military  power ;  and  there  is  nothing  so 
apt  to  unite  the  minds  and  hearts  of  men,  or  to  beget 
love  and  tenderness,  as  a  general  distress.  The  first'dis- 
sensions  between  Christians  took  their  beginning  from 
the  errors  and  heresies  that  arose  among  them ;  many 
of  those  heresies,  sometimes  extinguished  and  some- 
times reviving,  or  succeeded  by  others,  remain  to  this 
day ;  and  having  been  made  instruments  to  the  pride, 
avarice,  or  ambition  of  ill- designing  men,  by  extin- 
guishing brotherly  love,  have  been  the  cause  of  infinite 
calamities,  as  well  as  corruptions  of  faith  and  man- 
ners, in  the  Christian  world. 

The  last  legacy  of  Christ  was  peace  and  mutual  love ; 
but  then  he  foretold  that  he  came  to  send  a  sword  upon 
the  earth.  The  primitive  Christians  accepted  the  legacy, 
and  their  successors  down  to  the  present  age  have  been 
largely  fulfilling  his  prophecy.     But  whatever  the  prac- 


tice of  mankind  hath  been  or  still  continues,  fiiere  ii 
no  duty  more  incumbent  upon  those  who  profess  the 
gospel,  than  that  of  brotherly  love ;  which,  whoerer 
could  restore  in  any  degree  among  men,  would  be  an 
instrument  of  more  good  to  human  society  than  eyer 
was  or  will  be  done  by  all  the  statesmen  and  politi' 
cians  in  the  world. 

It  is  upon  this  subject  of  brotherly  love  that  I  intend 
to  discourse  at  present;  and  the  memod  I  observe  ihall 
be  as  follows : — 
First y  I  will  inquire  into  the  causes  of  this  great  want 

of  brotherly  love  among  us. 
Secondly,  I  will  lay  open  the  sad  effects  and  come- 

quences  which  our  animosities  and  mutual  hatred 

have  produced. 
Laetbfy  I  will  use  some  motives  and  exhortations,  tkt 

may  persuade  you  to  embrace  brotherly  love,  and 

continue  in  it. 

Fir^,  I  shall  inquire  into  the  causes  of  this  great 
want  of  brotherly  love  among  us. 

This  nation  of  ours  hath  for  a  hundred  yean  past 
been  infested  by  two  enemies,  the  papists  and  fanatics, 
who  each  in  their  turns  filled  it  with  blood  aiid 
slaughter,  and  for  a  time  destroyed  both  the  church 
and  government  The  memory  of  these  events  hath  pot 
all  true  ]nt>testants  equally  upon  their  guard  agaioit 
both  these  adversaries,  who  by  consequence  do  ^^luHy 
hate  us.     The    fanatics  revile  us  as  too  nearly  ap* 

Eroaching  to  popery,  and  the  papists  condemn  us,  ai 
ordering  too  much  on  fanaticism.  The  papists,  ^lod 
be  praised,  are  by  the  wisdom  of  our  laws  put  out  of 
all  visible  possibility  of  hurting  us ;  besides,  their  re- 
ligion is  so  generally  abhorred  that  they  have  no  ad- 
vocates or  abettors  among  protestants  to  assist  them. 
But  the  fanatics  are  to  be  considered  in  another  light; 
they  have  had  of  late  years  the  power,  the  luck,  oi  tbe 
cunning  to  divide  us  among  ourselves ;  they  have  en- 
deavoured to  represent  all  those  who  have  been  so  bold 
as  to  oppose  tlieir  errors  and  designs  under  the  cha- 
racter of  persons  disaffected  to  the  government;  and 
they  have  so  far  succeeded  that,  now-a-daya,  if  * 
clergyman  happens  to  preach  with  any  zeal  and  veb^ 
mence  against  tlie  sin  and  danger  of  schism,  there  will 
not  want  too  many  in  his  conffregation,  ready  enough 
to  censure  him  as  hot  and  high-flying,  an  iitflamer  of 
men^s  minds,  an  enemy  to  moderation,  and  disloyal  ^ 
his  prince.  This  hath  produced  a  formed  and  cettled 
division  between  those  who  profess  the  same  doctrine 
and  discipline ;  while  they  who  call  themselves  mo- 
derate are  forced  to  widen  their  bottom,  by  sacrificing 
their  principles  and  their  brethren  to  the  encroachmHiU 
and  insolence  of  dissenters;  who  are  therefore  answer- 
able as  a  principal  cause  of  aU  that  hatred  and  animo^i? 
now  reigning  among  us. 

Another  cause  of  the  great  want  of  brotherly  love  u, 
the  weakness  and  folly  of  too  many  among  you  of  the 
lower  sort,  who  are  made  the  tools  and  instruments  of 
your  betters  to  work  their  designs,  wherein  you  have 
no  concern.  Your  numbers  make  you  of  aae,  and 
cunning  men  take  the  advantage,  by  putting  wow* 
into  your  mouths  which  you  do  not  understand :  thro 
they  fix  good  or  ill  characters  to  those  words,  as  it  \^ 
serves  their  purposes ;  and  thus  you  are  taught  to  lore 
or  hate,  you  know  not  what  or  why ;  you  oflben  suspect 
your  best  friends  and  nearest  neighbours,  even  your 
teacher  himself,  without  any  reason,  if  your  leaden 
once  taught  you  to  call  him  by  a  name  which  th^y 
tell  you  signifieth  some  very  bad  thing. 

A  third  cause  of  our  great  want  of  brotherly  h^^ 
seemeth  to  be,  that  this  duty  is  not  so  often  insisted  on 
from  the  pulpit  as  it  ought  to  be  in  such  times  as  these; 
on  the  contrary,  it  is  to  be  doubted  whether  doctrim* 
are  not  sometimes  delivered  by  an  ungovemed  aeal,  a 
desire  to  be  distinguished,  or  a  view  ^  interest,  which 


ON  BROTHERLY  LOVE. 


U^ 


prodnee  qaite  diflerent  effects ;   when  upon  occasions 

let  apirt  to  return  thanks  to   God  for  some  public 

Uming,  the  time  is  employed  in  stirring  up  one  part 
of  the  congregation  against  the  other,  by  representations 
of  tbiogs  and  persons,  which  God  in  his  mercy  forgive 
those  vho  are  guilty  of. 

The  last  cause  I  shall  mention  of  the  want  of  brotherly 
lore  is,  that  unhappy  disposition  towards  politics  among 
the  tradiiif  people  which  hath  been  so  industriously  in- 
•tilled  into  them.     In  former  times  the  middle  and 
lowfr  sorts  of  mankind  seldom  gained  or  lost  by  the 
facf'cns  of  the  kingdom,  and  therefore  were  little  con- 
cerned in  them  further  than  as  matter  of  talk  and 
amiuement;  but  now  the  meanest  dealer  will  expect 
to  torn  die  penny*  by  the  merits  of  his  party.     He  can 
wp«ent  his  neighbour  as  a  man  of  dangerous  prin- 
ciples, can  bring  a  railing  accusation   against   him, 
pohapi  a  criminal  one,  and  so  rob  him  of  his  liveli- 
hood, md  find  his  own  account  by  that,  much  more 
than  if  he  had  disparaged  his  neighbour's  goods  or  de- 
famed bim  aa  a  cheat.     For  so  it  happens,  that  instead 
of  inqoiring  into  the  skill  or  honesty  of  those  kind  of 
pe"pl*,  the  manner  is  now  to  inquire  into  their  party, 
»od  to  reject  or  encourage  them  accordingly :  which 
pwwding  hath  made  our  people  in  general  such  able 
politicians,  that  all  the  artifice,  flattery,  dissimulation, 
iligwice,  and  dexterity  in  undermining  each  other, 
which  the  satirical    wit  of  men  hath  charged  upon 
wuiti,  together  with  all  the  rage  and  violence,  cruelty 
ttd  injustice,  which  have  been  ever  imputed  to  public 
aaiemblies,  are  with  us  (so  polite  are  we  grown)  to  be 
■«n  among  our  meanest  traders  and  artificers  in  the 
pwtest  perfection.     All  which,  as  it  may  be  matter  of 
wme  humiliation  to  the  wise  and  mighty  of  this  world, 
H  the  effects  thereof  may  perhaps  in  time  prove  very 
niffeient  from  what  I  hope,  in  charity,  were  ever  fore- 
««n  or  intended. 

1  wiD  dxrefbre  now,  in  the  second  place,  lay  open 
■nwofthe  sad  effects  and  consequences  which  our 
Miimositief  and  mutual  hatred  have  produced. 

Aad  the  first  ill  consequence  is,  that  our  want  of 
™wly  lore  hath  almost  driven  out  all  sense  of  religion 
fnio  ubeng  us,  which  cannot  well  be  otherwise  :  for 
""** '^  Siviour  laid  so  much  weight  upon  his  dis- 
«p««  loring  one  another,  that  he  gave  it  among  his 
w  iostructiona,  and  since  the  primitive  Christians 
»p  allowed  to  have  chiefly  propagated  the  faith  by  their 
J^  ofawrvance  of  that  uistruction,  it  must  follow 
^  >n  jiroportioii  aa  brotherly  love  declineth  Christi- 
«"tTwill  do  so  too.  The  little  religion  there  is  in 
tt*  worW  hath  been  observed  to  reside  chiefly  among 
w  middle  and  lower  sorts  of  people,  who  are  neither 
^pted  to  pride  nor  luxury  by  great  riches,  nor  to 
d'tperate  courses  by  extreme  poverty ;  and  truly  1  upon 
thatAceoQDt  have  thought  it  a  happiness  that  diose 
Tk  "*  pn<i«  my  immediate  caie  are  generally  of 
tlut  conditioo :  but  where  party  hath  once  made  cn- 
""f^f  with  all  its  consequences  of  hatred,  envy,  par- 
iJV  "^  vinilence,  religion  cannot  long  keep  its 
Md  m  any  state  or  degree  of  life  whatsoever.  For  if 
"•  ?nat  men  of  the  world  have  been  censured  in  all 
«W  for  mingling  too  little  religion  with  their  "politics, 
wbat  a  havoc  of  principles  muat  they  needs  make  in 
"JjJ^nwd  and  irregular  heads,  of  which  indeed  the 
•ffecta  ire  already  too  viaible  and  melancholy  all  over 
w  kn^m. 

Another  ill  consequence  from  our  want  of  brotherly 
•ore  II,  that  it  iocreaseth  the  insolence  of  the  fanatics ; 
"«thi«  putly  ariseth  from  a  mistaken  meaning  of  the 
*^|*\*»«l«ation ;  a  word  which  hath  been  much 
*^^*d  and  bandied  about  for  several  years  past, 
«i«w  are  too  many  people  indifferent  enough  to  all  re- 
'^w»;  there  are  many  others  who  dislike  the  clergy, 
»«iui  kavt  tbcm  live  in  poverty  and  dependence : 


both  these  sorts  are  much  commended  by  the  fanatics 
for  moderate  men,  ready  to  put  an  end  to  our  divisions 
and  to  make  a  general  union  among  protestants.  Many 
ignorant  well-meaning  people  are  deceived  by  these  ap- 
pearances, strengthened  witn  great  pretences  to  loyalty  ; 
and  these  occasions  the  fanatics  lay  hold  on  to  revile 
the  doctrine  and  discipline  of  the  church,  and  even 
insult  and  oppress  the  clergy  wherever  their  numbers 
or  favourers  will  bear  them  out ;  insomuch,  that  one 
wilful  refractory  fanatic  hath  been  able  to  disturb  a 
whole  parish  for  many  years  together.  But  tiie  most 
moderate  and  favoured  divines  dare  not  own  that  the 
word  moderation  with  respect  to  the  dissenters  can  be 
at  all  applied  to  their  religion,  but  is  purely  personal 
or  prudential.  No  good  man  repineth  at  the  liberty  of 
conscience  they  enjoy ;  and  perhaps  a  very  moderate 
divine  may  think  better  of  their  loyalty  than  others  do, 
or,  to  speak  after  the  manner  of  men,  may  think  it  ne- 
cessary tliat  all  protestanta  should  be  united  against 
the  common  enemy,  or,  out  of  discretion  or  odier 
reasons  best  known  to  himself,  be  tender  of  mentioning 
them  at  all.  But  still  the  errors  of  the  dissenters  are  all 
fixed  and  determined,  and  must  upon  demand  be  ac- 
knowledged by  all  the  divines  of  our  church,  whether 
they  be  called,  in  party  phrase,  high  or  low,  moderate 
or  violent.  And  further,  I  believe  it  would  be  hard  to  find 
many  moderate  divines  who,  if  their  opinion  were  asked 
whether  dissenters  should  be  trusted  with  power, 
could  according  to  their  consciences  answer  in  the 
aflfirmative ;  from  whence  it  is  plain,  that  all  the  stir 
which  the  fanatics  have  made  with  this  word  mode- 
ration was  only  meant  to  increase  our  divisions,  and 
widen  them  so  &r  as  to  make  room  for  themselves 
to  get  in  between.  And  this  is  the  only  scheme  they 
ever  had  (exce^vt  that  of  destroying  root  and  branch) 
for  the  uniting  of  protestanta  they  so  much  talk  of. 

I  shall  mention  but  one  ill  consequence  more,  which 
attenda  our  want  of  brotherly  lore — that  it  hath  put  an 
end  to  all  hospitality  and  friendship,  all  good  corre- 
spondence and  commerce  between  mankind.  There  are 
indeed  such  things  as  leagues  and  confederacies  among 
those  of  the  same  party ;  but  surely  God  never  in- 
tended that  men  should  be  so  limited  in  the  choice  of 
their  friends ;  however,  so  it  is  in  town  and  country,  in 
every  parish  and  street ;  the  pastor  is  divided  from  his 
flock,  the  father  from  his  son,  and  the  house  ofren 
divided  against  itself.  Men's  very  natures  are  soured 
and  their  passions  inflamed,  when  they  meet  in  party 
clubs,  and  spend  their  time  in  nothing  else  but  railing 
at  the  opposite  side  :  thus  every  man  alive  among  ua 
is  encompassed  with  a  million  of  enemies  of  his  own 
country,  among  which  his  oldest  acquaintance  and 
friends,  and  kindred  themselves,  are  often  of  the  num- 
ber; neither  can  people  of  diflerent  parties  mix  together 
wi^out  constraint,  suspicion,  or  jealousy,  watching 
every  word  they  speak  for  fear  of  giving  offence ;  or 
else  falling  into  ruoeneas  and  reproaches,  and  so  leaving 
themselves  open  to  the  malice  and  corruption  of  in- 
formers, who  were  never  more  numerous  or  expert  in 
their  trade.  And  aa  a  further  addition  to  this  evil, 
those  very  few  who,  by  the  goodness  and  generosity  of 
their  nature,  do  in  their  own  hearts  despise  this  narrow 
principle  of  confining  their  friendship  and  esteem, 
their  charity  and  good  oflSlces,  to  those  of  their  own 
party,  yet  dare  not  discover  their  good  inclinations 
for  fear  of  losing  their  favour  and  interest.  And  others 
again,  whom  God  had  formed  with  mild  and  gentle 
dispositions,  think  it  necessary  to  put  a  force  up.'ni  their 
own  tempers,  by  acting  a  noisy,  violent,  malicioua 
part^  as  a  means  to  be  distinguished.  Thus  hath  party 
got  tlie  better  of  the  very  genius  and  constitution  of 
our  people ;  so  that  whoever  reads  the  character  of  the 
English  in  former  ages  will  hardly  believe  their 
present  posterity  to  be  of  (he  same  nation  or  climate. 


150 


ON  BROTHERLY  LOVE. 


"^  I  shall  now,  in  the  last  place,  make  uae  of  some  mo« 
tives  and  exhortations  that  may  persuade  you  to  em- 
brace brotherly  love  and  continue  in  it.  Let  me  apply 
myself  to  you  of  the  lower  sort,  and  desire  you  will 
consider,  when  any  of  you  make  use  of  fair  and  enticing 
words  to  draw  in  customers,  whether  you  do  it  for  their 
sakes  or  your  own.  And  then,  for  whose  sakes  do  you 
think  it  is  that  your  leaders  are  so  industrious  to  put 
into  your  heads  all  that  party  rage  and  virulence  ?  Is  it 
not  to  make  you  the  tools  and  instruments  by  which 
they  work  out  their  own  designs  9  Has  this  spirit  of  fac- 
tion been  useful  to  any  of  you  in  your  worldly  concerns, 
except  to  those  who  have  traded  in  whispering,  back- 
biting, or  informing,  wanting  skill  or  honesty  to  thrive 
by  fairer  methods  ?  It  is  no  business  of  yours  to  inquire 
who  is  at  the  head  of  armies  or  of  councils,  unless  you 
had  power  and  skill  to  choose,  neither  of  which  is  ever 
likely  to  be  your  case ;  and  therefore  to  fill  your  heads 
with  fears,  and  hatred  of  persons  and  things,  of  which 
it  is  impossible  you  can  ever  make  a  right  judgment,  or 
to  set  you  at  variance  with  your  neighbour,  because  his 
thoughts  are  not  the  same  as  yours,  is  not  only  in  a  very 
gross  manner  to  cheat  you  of  your  time  and  quiet,  but 
likewise  to  endanger  your  souls. 

Secondlifj  In  order  to  restore  brotherly  love,  let  me 
earnestly  exhort  you  to  stand  firm  in  your  religion  ;  I 
mean,  the  true  religion  hitherto  established  among  us, 
without  varying  in  the  least  either  to  popery  on  the  one 
side,  or  to  fanaticism  on  the  other ;  and  in  a  particular 
manner  beware  of  that  word  moderation ;  and  believe 
it,  that  your  neighbour  is  not  immediately  a  villain,  a 
papist,  and  a  traitor,  because  the  fanatics  and  their  ad- 
herents will  not  allow  him  to  be  a  moderate  man.  Nay, 
it  is  very  probable  that  your  teacher  himself  may  be  a 
loyal,  pious,  and  able  divine,  without  the  least  grain  of 
moderation,  as  ti^  word  is  too  frequently  understood. 
Therefore,  to  set  you  right  in  this  matter,  I  will  lay  be- 
fore you  the  character  of  a  truly  moderate  man ;  and 
then  I  will  give  you  the  description  of  such  a  one  as 
falsely  pretendeth  to  that  title. 

A  man  truly  moderate  is  steady  in  the  doctrine  and 
discipline  of  the  church,  but  with  a  due  Christian  cha- 
rity to  all  who  dissent  from  it  out  of  a  principle  of 
conscience ;  the  freedom  of  which  he  thinketh  ought 
to  be  fully  allowed,  as  long  as  it  is  not  abused,  but  never 
trusted  with  power.  He  is  ready  to  defend  with  his 
life  and  fortune  the  protestant  succession,  and  the  pro- 
testant  established  faith,  against  all  invaders  wliatsoever. 
He  is  for  giving  the  crown  its  just  prerogative,  and  the 
people  their  just  liberties.  He  hateth  no  man  for  dif- 
fering from  him  in  political  opinions ;  nor  doUi  he  think 
it  a  maxim  infallible,  that  virtue  should  always  attend 
upon  favour,  and  vice  upon  disgrace.  These  are  some 
few  lineaments  in  the  character  of  a  truly  moderate 
man ;  let  us  now  compare  it  with  the  description  of  one 
who  usually  passeth  under  that  title. 

A  moderate  man,  in  the  new  meaning  of  the  word, 
is  one  to  whom  all  religion  is  indifferent;  who, although 
he  denominates  himself  of  the  church,  regardeth  it  no 
more  than  a  conventicle.  .  He  perpetually  raileth  at  the 
body  of  the  clergy,  with  exceptions  only  to  a  very  few, 
who,  he  hopeth,  and  probably  upon  false  grounds,  are 
as  ready  to  betray  their  rights  and  properties  as  himself. 
He  thinketh  the  power  of  the  people  can  never  be  too 
great,  nor  that  of  the  prince  too  little ;  and  yet  this 
very  notion  he  publisheth,  as  his  best  argument,  to  prove 
him  a  most  loyal  subject  Every  opinion  in  govern- 
ment that  ditfereth  in  the  least  from  his  tendeth  di- 
rectly  to  popery,  slavery,  and  rebellion.  Whoever  lieth 
under  the  frown  of  p jwer  can,  in  his  judgment,  neither 
have  common  sense,  common  hon&ity,  nor  religion. 
Lastly,  his  devotion  consisteth  in  drinking  gibbets,  con- 
fusion, and  damnation;  in  profanely  idolizing  the 
memory  of  ov»  dead  prince,  and  ungratefully  tram- 


pling upon    the  Mhes  of   another.     [William  and 
Anne.] 

By  these  marks  you  will  easily  distinguish  a  truly 
moderate  man  from  those  wlio  are  commonly,  hut  very 
falsely,  so  called ;  and  while  persons  thus  qualified  &re 
so  numerous  and  so  noisy,  so  full  of  seal  and  iuduitry 
to  gain  proselytes,  and  spread  their  opinions  among  the 
people,  it  caimot  be  wondered  at  that  there  should  be 
so  little  brotherly  love  left  among  us. 

LaatUft  It  would  probably  contribute  to  restore  some 
degree  of  brotherly  love,  if  we  would  but  consider  that 
the  matter  of  those  disputes  which  inflame  us  to  tbii 
degree  doth  not,  in  its  own  natuce,  at  all  concern  the 
generality  of  mankind.  Indeed,  as  -to  those  who  have 
been  great  gainers  or  losers  by  the  changes  of  the  world 
the  case  is  different :  and  to  preach  moder^^ion  to  the 
first,  and  patience  to  the  last,  would  perhaps  be  to  little 
purpose :  but  what  is  that  to  the  bulk  of  the  people, 
who  are  not  properly  concerned  in  the  quarrel,  although 
evil  instruments  have  drawn  them  into  it?  for  if  the 
reasonable  men  on  both  sides  were  to  confer  opinions, 
they  would  find  neitlier  religion,  loyalty,  nor  intmst, 
are  at  all  affected  in  this  dispute.  Not  religion,  because 
the  members  of  the  church,  on  both  sidn,  profess  to 
agree  in  every  article  :  not  loyalty  to  our  pince,  which 
is  pretended  to  by  one  party  as  much  as  the  other,  and 
therefore  can  be  no  subject  for  debate :  nor  interest,  for 
trade  and  industry  lie  open  to  all ;  and,  what  is  furtlier, 
concerns  only  those  who  have  expectations  from  the 
public ;  so  that  the  body  of  the  people,  if  they  knew 
their  own  good,  might  yet  live  amicably  together,  and 
leave  their  betters  to  quarrel  among  themselves ;  who 
might  also  probably  so(mi  come  to  a  better  temper,  if 
they  were  less  seconded  and  supported  by  the  poor  de- 
luded multitude. 

I  ^have  now  done  with  my  text,  which  I  confess  tu 
have  treated  in  a  manner  more  suited  to  the  present 
times  than  to  the  nature  of  the  subject  io  geuend. 
That  I  have  not  been  more  particular  in  explaining  the 
several  parts  and  properties  of  this  great  duty  of  bro- 
therly love,  the  apostle  to  the  Thessalouiaus  will  plead 
my  excuse.  "  Touching  brotherly  love,"  saith  he,  "  ye 
need  not  tliat  I  write  unto  you,  for  ye  yourselves  are 
taught  of  God  to  love  one  another."  So  that  nothing 
remains  to  add,  but  our  prayers  to  God  that  he  would 
please  to  restore  and  continue  this  duty  of  brotherly 
love  or  charity  among  us,  the  very  bond  of  peace  and 
of  all  virtues. 

Nov.  29,  1717. 


SERMON  THE  SIXTH. 

ON  THE  MARTYRDOM  OF  KING  CHARLES  I. 
PREa.CHED   AT  ST.  PATBICK'b,  DUBLIN^  ON  SUyDAT, 
JANUARY   SO,    1725*26. 

GENESIS,  xlix.  5,  6,  7. 

SimtoM  and  Levi  art  brethren ;  tHitrumenii  ef  crmlljf 
are  in  their  habitationt, 

0  my  sow/,  came  noi  thou  into  their  tecret ;  unlo  thtif 
aseembljf^  mine  honour ,  he  nof  thouunitvi:  f^  " 
their  anger  tkof  elew  a  mait,  and  in  their  eeif-vtU 
they  digged  down  a  walL 

Cursed  be  their  anger y  for  it  was  fierce;  and  their  wrath, 
for  it  wae  cruel*     I  wiU  divide  them  in  Jacob,  oni 
ecatter  them  in  Israel, 

1  KNOW  very  well  that  the  church  hath  been  often 
censured  for  keeping  holy  this  d.iy  of  humiliation,  i" 
memory  of  that  excellent  king  and  blessed  tnirtyr 
Cliiirles  I.,  wlio  rather  chose  to  die  on  a  scaffoM  tliAn 
betray  the  religion  and  liberties  of  his  people,  where- 
with Goil  and  the  laws  had  entrusted  him.    Out  st  the 


ON  THE  MARTYRDOM  OF  JUNG  CHARLES  I. 


Idl 


mat  tune  it  it  manifert  that  those  who  make  such  cen* 

mm  ire  either  people  without  any  religion  at  all,  or 

who  derive  their  principlea,  and  perhaps  their  birth, 

from  theabetton  of  those  who  contrived  the  murder  of 

that  prince,  and  have  not  yet  shown  the  world  that  their 

opinions  are  changed.     It  is  alleged  that  the  observa- 

tion  of  this  day  hath  served  to  continue  and  increase 

the  animosity  and  enmity  among  our  countrymen,  and 

to  dimnite  protestants ;  that  a  law  was  made  upon  the 

ratontion  of  the  martyr's  son  for  a  general  pardon  and 

oUirion,  forbidding  all  reproaches  upon  that  occasion ; 

nd  since  none  are  now  alive  who  were  actors  or  instm- 

iiifliti  in  that  tragedy,  it  is  thought  hard  and  uncha- 

rital^  to  keep  up  the  memory  of  it  for  all  generations. 

Ntiw  because  1  conceive  most  of  you  to  be  isnorant 
in  many  particulars  concerning  that  horrid  murder,  and 
tbe  rebellion  which  preceded  it,  I  will, 
Finf,  relate  to  you  so  much  of  the  story  as  may  be 

nflcient  for  your  information : 
S«mdfy^  I  will  tell  you  the  consequences  which  this 

Uoody  deed  had  upon  these  kingdoms : 
And  iutUf,  I  will  show  you  to  what  good  uses  this  so- 
lemn day  of  humiliation  may  be  applied. 

Ai  to  the  6rst :  in  the  reign  of  this  prince,  Charles 
the  martyr,  the  power  and  prerogative  of  the  king  were 
orach  greater  than  they  are  in  our  times,  and  so  had 
been  for  at  least  seren  hundred  years  before ;  and  the 
heA  princes  we  ever  had  carried  their  power  much  fur- 
ther than  the  blessed  martyr  offered  to  do,  in  the  most 
blamable  part  of  bis  reign.  But  the  lands  of  the  crown 
baring  ben  prodigally  bestowed  to  favourites  in  the 
preceding  reigns,  die  succeeding  kings  could  not  sup- 
port themsdves  without  taxes  raised  by  parliament, 
vbicb  put  diem  under  a  necessity  of  frequently  calling 
tbofe  aswmblies;  and  the  crown  lands  being  gotten 
into  the  hands  of  the  nobility  and  gentry,  beside  the  pos- 
smiom  of  which  the  church  had  been  robbed  ny  king 
HeoTf  VUI.,  power,  which  always  follows  property, 
grew  to  lean  to  the  side  of  the  people,  by  whom  even 
tbc  jnA  rights  of  tbe  crown  were  often  disputed. 

hat  fuitiwr,  upon  the  cruel  persecution  raised  against 
tbe  peoteitants  under  queen  Mary,  among  great  num* 
ben  vbo  fled  the  kingdom  to  seek  for  shelter,  several 
vent  and  resided  at  Geneva,  which  is  a  commonwealth 
S^^erwd  wi^ut  m.  king,  and  where  the  religion,  con- 
tnved  by  Calrin,  is  without  the  order  of  bishops.  When 
<be  (sotestant  faith  was  restored  by  queen  Elisabeth, 
tboie  wbo  fled  to  Geneva  returned  among  the  rest  home 
tsKi^laiMl,  and  were  grown  so  fond  of  the  government 
*nd  religion  of  the  |daoe  they  had  left,  that  they  used 
all  poadble  endearoun  to  introduce  both  into  their  own 
^try ;  at  the  same  time  continually  preaching  and 
ailing  against  ceremonies  and  distinct  habits  of  the 
cl«rg]r,  taxing  whatever  they  disliked  as  a  remnant  of 
pofKiy ;  and  continued  extremely  troublesome  to  the 
dioith  and  state  under  that  great  queen,  as  well  as 
bn  laecessov  king  James  I.  These  people  oalled  them- 
Klres  poritans^  asptetendingto  a  purer  fiuth  than  those 
of  the  church  establidied.  And  these  were  the  found- 
en  of  our  diaientera.  They  did  not  think  it  suflBcient 
to  leave  all  the  errors  of  popery,  but  threw  off  many 
Isodable  and  edifying  institutions  of  the  primitive 
charch,  and  at  last,  even  the  government  of  bishops ; 
vhich.  having  been  ordained  by  the  apostles  themselves, 
bad  contitniied  without  interruption  in  all  Christian 
churches  for  abore  1500  years.  And  all  this  they 
did,  not  because  those  things  were  evil,  but  because 
tbey  were  kept  by  the  papists.  From  thence  they  pro- 
^^'dwl  by  degrees  to  quarrel  with  the  kingly  govern- 
»«it;  became,  as  1  have  already  said,  the  city  of  Ce- 
ntra, to  which  their  Others  had  flown  for  reKige,  was 
s  commonwealdi,  or  government  of  the  people. 

These  puritans,  aUmt  the  middle  of  the  maityr*s 
<rign,  were  giown  to  a  oonsidemble  ikction  in  the  king- 


dom, and  in  the  lower  house  of  parliament.  They 
filled  the  public  with  the  most  false  and  bitter  libels 
against  the  bishops  and  the  clergy,  accusing  chiefly  the 
very  kwst  among  them  of  popery ;  and  at  the  same 
time  tbe  house  of  commons  grew  so  insolent  and  un- 
easy to  the  king,  that  they  refused  to  furnish  him 
with  necessary  supplies  for  the  support  of  his  family, 
unless  upon  such  conditions  as  he  could  not  submit  to 
without  forfeiting  his  conscience  and  honour,  and  even 
his  coronation  oadi.  And  in  such  an  extremity  he  was 
forced  upon  a  practice,  no  way  justifiable,  of  raising 
money ;  for  which  however  he  had  the  opinion  of  the 
judges  on  his  side ;  for  wicked  judges  there  were  in 
those  times  as  well  as  in  ours.  There  were  likewise 
many  complaints,  and  sometimes  justly  made,  against 
the  proceedings  of  a  certain  court,  called  the  star- 
chamber,  a  judicature  of  great  antiquity ;  but  it  had 
suffered  some  corruptions,  for  which  nowever  the  king 
was  nowise  answerable.  I  cannot  recollect  any  more 
subjects  of  complaint  with  the  least  ground  of  reason ; 
nor  is  it  needful  to  recollect  them,  because  this  gracious 
king  did,  upon  the  first  application,  redress  ^  griev- 
ances by  an  act  of  parliament^  and  put  it  out  of  his 
power  to  do  any  hardships  for  the  future.  But  that 
wicked  tiaction  in  the  house  at  commons,  not  content 
with  all  those  marks  of  his  justice  and  condescension, 
urged  still  for  more ;  and  joining  with  a  factious  party 
from  Scotland,  who  had  the  same  fancies  in  religion, 
forced  him  to  pass  an  act  for  cutting  off  the  head  of  his 
best  and  chief  minister ;  and  at  the  same  time  com- 
pelled him,  by  tumults  and  threatenings  of  a  packed 
rabble  poisoned  with  the  same  doctrines,  to  pass 
another  law,  by  which  it  should  not  be  in  his  power  to 
dissolve  that  parliament  without  their  own  consent. — 
Thus,  by  the  greatest  weakness  and  infatuation  that 
ever  possessed  any  man^s  spirit,  this4)rin<%  did  in  effect 
sign  bis  own  destruction.  For  the  house  of  commons 
having  the  reins  in  their  own  hands,  drove  on  furi- 
ously, sent  him  every  day  some  unreasonable  demand ; 
and  when  he  refused  to  grant  it,  made  use  of  their  own 
power,  and  declared  that  an  ordinance  of  both  houses, 
without  tbe  king's  consent,  should  be  obeyed  as  a  law, 
contrary  to  all  reason  and  equity,  as  well  as  to  the  fun- 
damental constitution  of  the  Kingdom. 

About  this  time  the  rebellion  in  Ireland  broke  out, 
wherein  his  parliament  refused  to  assist  him ;  nor  would 
accept  his  offer  to  come  hither  in  person  to  subdue  those 
rebels.  These  and  a  thousand  other  barbarities  forced 
tiie  king  to  summon  his  loyal  subjects  to  his  standard 
in  his  own  defence.  Meanwhile  the  English  parlia- 
ment, instead  of  helping  the  poor  protestants  here, 
seised  on  the  very  army  diat  his  majesty  was  sending 
over  for  our  relief,  and  turned  them  against  their  own 
sovereign.  The  rebellion  in  England  continued  for 
four  or  five  years  :  at  last  the  king  was  forced  to  fly  in 
disguise  to  the  Scots,  who  sold  him  to  the  rebels.  And 
these  puritans  had  tbe  impudent  cruelty  to  try  his  sa- 
cred person  in  a  mock  court  of  justice,  and  cut  off  his 
head ;  which  he  might  have  saved,  if  he  would  have 
yielded  to  betray  the  constitution  in  church  and  state. 

In  ,this  whole  proceeding,  Simeon  and  Levi  were 
bradiren ;  the  wicked  insinuations  of  thoae  fhnatical 
preachers  stirring  up  the  cruelty  of  the  soldiers,  who, 
by  force  of  arms,  excluded  from  the  house  every 
member  of  parliament  whom  they  apprehended  to 
bear  the  least  inclination  toward  an  agreement  with 
the  king,  suflfering  only  those  to  enter  who  thirsted 
chiefly  for  his  blood;  and  this  is  the  very  account 
given  by  their  own  writers.  Whence  it  is  clear  that 
this  prince  was  in  all  respects  a  real  martyr  for  tlie 
true  rel igion  and  the  liberty  of  the  people.  That  odious 
parliament  had  first  turned  the  bishops  out  of  the  house 
of  lords;  in  a  few  years  afler  thev  murdered  their 
king ;  then  immediately  abidished  the  #hole  house  of 
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lords ;  and  so,  at  last,  obtained  their  wishes  of  having 
a  goverament  of  the  people,  and  a  new  religion,  both 
af^  the  manner  of  Genera,  without  a  king,  a  bishop, 
or  a  nobleman ;  and  this  they  blasphemously  called 
*'  the  kingdom  of  Christ  and  his  saints." 

This  is  enough  for  your  information  on  the  first 
head  :  I  shall  therefore  proceed  to  the  second,  wherein 
I  will  show  you  the  miserable  consequences  which  that 
abominable  rebellion  and  murder  produced  in  these 
nations. 

First,  The  Irish  rebellion  was  wholly  owing  to  that 
wicked  English  parliament.  For  the  leaders  in  the 
Irish  popish  massacre  would  never  have  dared  to  stir 
a  finger,  if  they  had  not  been  encouraged  by  that  rebel* 
lious  spirit  in  the  English  house  of  commons,  which 
they  very  well  knew  must  disable  the  king  from  send- 
ing any  supplies  to  his  protestant  subjects  here ;  and 
therefore,  we  may  truly  say,  that  the  English  parlia- 
ment held  the  king's  handi,  while  the  Irish  papists 
here  were  cutting  our  grandfathets'  throats. 

Secondly,  That  murderous  puritan  parliament,  when 
they  had  all  in  their  own  power,  could  not  agree  upon 
any  one  method  of  settling  a  form  either  of  religion  or 
civil  government ;  but  changed  every  day  from  schism 
to  schism,  from  heresy  to  heresy,  and  from  one  faction 
to  another;  whence  arose  that  wild  confusion,  still 
continuing,  in  our  several  ways  of  serving  God,  and 
those  absurd  notions  of  civil  power,  which  have  so 
often  torn  us  with  factions  more  than  any  other  nation 
in  Europe. 

Thirdly,  To  this,  rebellion  and  murder  have  been 
owing  the  rise  and  progress  of  atheism  among  us.  For 
men,  observing  what  numberless  villanies  of  all  kinds 
were  committing  during  twenty  years,  under  nretence 
of  seal  ;and  the  reformation  of  God's  church,  were 
easily  tempted  to  doubt  that  all  religion  was  a  mere 
imposture :  and  the  same  spirit  of  infidelity,  so'  far 
spread  among  us  at  this  present,  is  nothing  but  the 
fruit  of  the  seeds  sown  by  those  rebdlious  hypocritical 
saints. 

Fmrthfy,  The  old  virtue,  and  loyalty,  and  generous 
spirit  of  the  English  nation  were  wholly  corrupted  by 
the  power,  the  doctrine,  and  the  example  of  those 
wicked  people.  Many  of  the  ancient  nobility  were 
killed,  and  their  families  extinct,  in  defence  of  their 
prince  and  country,  or  murdered  by  the  merciless 
courts  of  justice.  Some  of  the  wont  among  them 
favoured  or  complied  with  the  reigning  iniquities,  and 
not  a  few  of  the  new  set,  created  when  the  martyr's  sob 
was  restored,  were  such  who  had  drunk  too  deep  of  the 
bad  principles  then  prevailing. 

P^hly,  The  children  of  the  mtirdered  prince  were 
forced  to  fly  for  the  safety  of  their  lives, to  foreign 
countries;  where  one  of  them] at  least,  I  mean  king 
James  II.,  was  seduced  to  popery ;  which  ended  in  the 
loss  of  his  kingdoms,  the  misery  and  desolation  of  this 
country,  and  a  long  and  expensive  war  abroad.  Our 
deliverance  was  owing  to  the  valour  and  conduct  of 
the  late  king,  and  therefore  we  ought  to  remember  him 
with  gratitude,  but  not  mingled  with  blasphemy  or 
idolatry.  It  was  happy  that  his  interests  and  ours 
were  the  same:  and  God  gave  him  greater  success 
than  our  sins  deserved.  But  as  a  house  thrown  down 
by  a  storm  Li  seldom  rebuilt  without  some  change  in 
the  foundation ;  so  it  hath  happened  that,  since  the 
late  revolution,  men  have  sat  much  looser  in  the  true 
fundamentals  both  of  religion  and  government,  and 
factions  have  been  more  violent,  treacherous,  and  mali- 
cious than  ever;  men  running  naturally  from  one 
extreme  into  another,  and,  for  private  ends,  taking  up 
those  very  opinions  professed  by  the  leaders  in  that 
rebellion  which  carried  the  blessed  martyr  to  the 
scaffold. 

Sixthfy,  Another  consequence  of  this  horrid  rebel* 


lion  and  murder  was,  the  destroying  or  defacing  of 
such  vast  number  of  God  s  houses.  *'  In  their  self- 
will  they  digged  down  a  wall.''  If  a  stranger  should 
now  travel  in  England  and  observe  the  churches  in 
his  way,  he  could  not  otherwise  conclude,  than  that 
some  vast  army  of  Turks  or  heathens  had  been  sent  on 
purpose  to  ruin  and  blot  out  all  marks  of  Christianity. 
They  spared  neither  the  statues  of  saints  nor  ancinit 
prelates,  nor  kings,  nor  benefactors;  broke  down  the 
tombs  and  monuments  of  men  famous  in  their  gen«a- 
tions ;  seised  the  vessels  of  silver  set  apart  for  the  holiest 
use ;  tore  down  the  most  innocent  ornaments  both  within 
and  without ;  made  the  houses  of  prayer  dens  of  thieves, 
or  stables  for  cattle.  These  were  the  mildest  efl*ects  of 
puritan  zeal  and  devotion  for  Christ ;  and  this  wss  what 
themselves  affected  to  call  a  thorough  reformarion.  In 
this  kingdom,  those  ravages  were  not  so  easily  seen; 
for  the  people  here  being  too  poor  to  raise  such  noble 
temples,  the  mean  ones  we  had  were  not  defaced,  but 
totally  destroyed. 

Upon  the  whole  it  is  certain  that,  although  God 
might  have  found  out  many  other  ways  to  have 
punished  a  sinful  people  without  permitting  this  rebel- 
lion and  murder,  yet,  as  the  course  of  the  world  bath 
run  ever  since,  we  need  seek  for  no  other  causes  of  all 
the  public  evils  we  have  hitherto  suffered,  or  may  suffer 
for  the  future,  by  the  misconduct  of  princes  or  wicked- 
ness of  the  people. 

I  go  on  now,  |j|pon  the  third  head,  to  show  you  to 
what  good  uses  this  solemn  day  of  humiliation  may  be 
applied. 

Ptrtt,  It  may  be  an  instruction  to  princes  them- 
selves to  be  careful  in  the  choice  of  those  who  axe  their 
advisers  in  matters  of  law.  All  the  judges  of  England, 
except  one  or  two,  advised  the  king  that  he  might 
l^;a]iy  raise  money  upon  the  subjects  for  building  of 
ships,  without  consent  of  parliament,  which,  as  it  wss 
the  greatest  oversight  of  his  reign,  so  it  proved  the  fum- 
cipal  foundation  of  all  his  misfortunes.  Princes  may 
likewise  learn  from  hence,  not  to  sacrifice  a  faithful 
servant  to  the  rage  of  a  faction,  nor  to  trust  any  body 
of  men  with  a  greater  share  of  power  than  the]  laws  of 
the  land  have  appointed  them,  much  less  to  deposit  it 
in  their  hands  until  they  shall  please  to  restore  it 

Seoomlfy,  By  bringing  to  mind  the  tragedy  of  this 
day  and  the  consequences  that  have  arisen  from  i^  we 
shall  be  convinced  how  necessary  it  is  for  those  in 
power  to  curb  in  season  all  such  unruly  spirits  as 
desire  to  introduce  new  doctrines  and  discipline  in  the 
church,  or  new  forms  of  government  in  the  state.  Those 
wicked  puritans  began  in  queen  Elisabeth's  time  to 
quarrel  only  with  surplices  and  other  habits,  with  the 
ring  in  matrimony,  the  cross  in  baptism,  and  the  like; 
thence  they  went  on  to  further  matters  of  higher  import- 
ance ;  and  at  last  they  must  'needs  have  the  whole 
government  of  the  church  dissolved.  This  great  work 
diey  compassed,  first  by  depriving  the  bishops  of  their 
seats  in  parliament;  then  they  abolished  the  whole 
order ;  and  at  last,  which  was  their  original  design,  they 
seised  on  all  the  chiirch-lands,  and  divided  ihe  spoil 
among  themselves ;  and  like  Jeroboam  made  priests  of 
the  very  dregs  of  the  people.  This  was  their  way  of 
reforming  the  church.  As  to  the  civil  government, 
you  have  already  ^heard  how  they  modelled  it,  upon 
the  murder  of  their  king,  and  discarding  the  nobility. 
Yet,  clearly  to  show  what  a  Babel  they  had  built,  after 
twelve  years'  trial,  and  twenty  several  sorts  of  goveni- 
ment,  the  nation,  grown  weary  of  their  tyranny,  was 
forced  to  call  in  the  son  of  him  whom  those  reformers 
had  sacrificed.  And  thus  were  Simeon  and  Levi 
divided  in  Jacob,  and  scattered  in  Israel. 

Thirdly,  Although  the  successors  of  these  poritans. 
I  mean  our  present  dissenters,  do  not  think  fit  to 
observe  this  day  of  humiliatiou ;  yet  it  would  be  very 
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pnptr  in  (faem,  upon  KmM  oceanonf,  to  iCDOunce  in 

•  pnUic  mumer  thoie  priDciples  upon  which  their 
pndeoemn  acted;  and  it  will  be  more  prudent  in 
(iKfli  to  do  M^  becMue  thoee  very  puritam,  of  whom 
can  tn  foUowen,  found  by  experience  diat,  after  they 
bad  orcrtnmed  the  church  and  ttate,  murdered  their 
kio^,  aad  were  projecting  what  they  called  a  kingdom 
of  the  Miati,  they  were  cheated  of  the  power  and  pos- 
miioiif  they  only  panted  after,  by  an  unsttft  sect  of 
reli^oQ  that  grew  out  of  their  own  boweu,  who  sub- 
jected  them  to  one  tyrant,  while  they  were  endeavouring 
to  let  up  a  tboofland. 

Fmaikijff  Thoee  who  profen  to  be  followers  of  our 
cburcfa  ertablishedy  and  yet  presume  in  discourse  to 
iiiftitj  or  excuse  that  rebellion  and  murder  of  the 
King,  ought  to  consider  how  utterly  contrary  all  such 
opiiiioQf  are  to  the  doctrine  of  Christ  and  his  apostles, 
tt  vcU  as  to  the  articles  of  our  church,  and  to  the 
pmehing  and  practice  of  its  true  professors  for  above 

•  hoodred  yean.  Of  late  times  indeed,  and  I  speak 
it  vitb  grief  of  heart,  we  have  heard  even  sermons  of  a 
itiaage  nature ;  altfaoogh  reason  would  make  one  think 
it  s  fay  anaccountable  way  of  procuring  favour  under 
a  QMRufchy,  by  palliating  and  lessening  the  guilt  of 
thoK  who  murdered  the  best  of  kings  in  cold  blood, 
ud  for  a  time  destroyed  the  very  monarchy  itself. 
Pnj  God  we  may  never  more  hear  such  doctrine  from 
the  palpit,  nor  have  it  scattered  about  in  print,  to 
poisoQttw  people! 

F/tklf^  Some  general  knowledge  of  this  horrid  rebel- 
litm  and  murder,  with  the  consequences  they  had  upon 
theie  nations,  may  be  a  warning  to  our  people  not  to 
belicfe  a  U^  and  to  mistrust  those  deluding  spirits 
who,  under  pretence  of  a  purer  and  more  reformed 
rdigioo,  would  lead  them  from  their  duty  to  God  and 
the  UwL  Politicians  may  say  what  they  please ;  but 
it  ii  no  hard  thing  at  all  for  the  meanest  person,  who 
hath  common  understanding,  to  know  whether  he 
he  veil  or  ill  governed.  If  he  be  freely  allowed  to 
foUov  his  trade  and  calling ;  if  he  be  secure  in  his 
pnpettj,  and  hath  the  benefit  of  the  law  to  defend 
mvm\(  against  injustice  and  oppression ;  if  his  religion 
he  diierent  from  that  of  his  country,  and  the  govern- 
Bat  think  fit  to  tolemte  it,  (which  he  may  be  very 
■^tf  let  it  be  what  it  will,)  he  ought  to  be  fully 
ntiifiedf  and  gtye  no  offence  by  writing  or  discourse  to 
^  soc^ip  e^ablished,  as  the  dissenting  preachers  are 
tiwapttodo.  But  if  he  hath  new  visions  of  his  own, 
it  ii  iu  duty  to  be  quiet,  and  possess  them  in  silence, 
vithoot  disturbing  the  community  by  a  furious  seal 
{»  making  proselytes.  This  was  the  foUy  and  madness 
<^  tho«  ancient  puritan  fanatics :  they  must  needs 
orertam  heaven  and  earth,  violate  all  the  laws  of  God 
ukI  man,  make  their  country  a  field  of  blood,  to  pro- 
P>?*te  whatever  wild  or  wicked  opinions  came  mto 
Hvir  heads,  declaring  all  their  absurdities  and  blasphe- 
raia  to  proceed  from  the  Holy  Ghost 

Tocoodnde  this  head.  In  answer  to  that  objection 
of  keeping  up  animosity  and  hatred  between  protestants 
hj  the  observation  of  this  day ;  if  there  be  any  sect  or 
^^  of  V^ofkt  among  us,  who  profess  the  same  principles 
m  religion  and  government  which  those  puritan  rebels 
pot  in  ptactice,  I  think  it  is  the  interest  of  all  those 
who  love  the  church  and  king  to  keep  up  as  strong  a 
Pttty  against  them  as  possible,  until  they  shall  in  a 
Wy  renounce  all  those  wicked  opinions  upon  which 
*^»>r  picdeccasocs  acted,  to  the  disgrace  of  Christianity 
^  ttie  perpetual  infamy  of  the  English  nation. 

When  we  accuse  the  papists  uf  the  horrid  doctrine, 
**  that  no  Ibith  ought  to  be  kept  with  heretics,**  they 
^j  it  to  a  man ;  and  yet  we  justly  think  it  dangerous 
t^  trait  them,  because  we  know  their  actions  have  been 
•iKnetimes  suitable  to  that  opinion.  But  the  followers 
of  dKHe  who  bdieadcd  the  martyr  have  not  yet  re- 


nounced their  principles ;  and  till  they  do  they  may 
be  justly  suspected.  Neither  will  the  bare  name  of 
protestants  set  them  right ;  for  surely  Christ  requires 
more  from  us  than  a  profession  of  hating  popery, 
which  a  Turk  or  an  atoeist  may  do  as  well  as  a 
protestant 

If  an  enslaved  people  should  recover  their  liberty 
from  a  tyrannical  power  of  any  sort,  who  could  blame 
Uiem  for  commemorating  their  deliverance  by  a  day 
of  joy  and  thanksgiving  ?  And  doth  not  the  destruc- 
tion of  a  churoh,  a  king,  and  three  kingdoms,  by  the 
artifices,  hypocrisy,  and  cruelty  of  a  wicked  race  of 
soldiers  and  preachers,  and  other  sons  of  Belial,  equally 
require  a  solemn  time  of  humiliation?  especially 
since  the  consequences  of  that  bloody  scene  still 
continue,  as  I  have  already  shown,  in  their  effects 
upon  us. 

Thus  I  have  done  with  the  three  heads  I  proposed 
to  discourse  on.     But  before  I  conclude,  I  miut  give  a 
caution  to  those  who  hear  me,  that  they  may  not  think 
I  am  pleading  for  absolute  unlimited  power  in  any 
one  man.     It  is  true  all  power  is  from  God ;  and  as 
the  apostle  says,  *'  the  powers  that  be  are  ordained  of 
God  'f'  but  this  is  in  the  same  sense  that  all  we  have  is 
from  Grod,  our  food  and  raiment,  and  whatever  posses- 
sions we  hold  by  lavrful  means.      Nothing  can   be 
meant  in  those,  or  any  other  words  of  Scripture,  to 
justify  tyrannical  power,  or  the   savage   cruelties  of 
those  heathen  emperors  who  lived  in  the  time  of  the 
apostles.     And  so  St.  Paul  concludes,  '*The  powers 
that  be  are  ordained  of  God  :'*  for  what  ?  why,  **  for 
the  punishment  of  evU  doers,  and  the  praise,  the  reward 
of  them  that  do  well.*'     There  is  no  more  inward  value 
in  the  greatest  emperor  than  in  the  meanest  of  his  sub- 
jects :  his  body  is  composed  of  the  same  substance,  the 
same  parts,  and  with  the  same  or  greater  infirmities ; 
his  education  is  generally  worse,  by  flattery,  and  idle- 
ness, and  luxury,  and  those  evil  dispositions  that  early 
power  is  apt  to  give.     It  is  therefore  against  common 
sense  that  his  private  personal   interest    or  pleasure 
should  be  put  in  the  balance  with  the  safety  of  millions, 
every  one  of  which  is  his  equal  by  nature,  equal  in 
the  sight  of  God,  equally  capable  of  salvation ;  and  it 
is  for  their  sakes,  not  his  own,  that  he  is  entrusted 
with  the  government  over  them.     He  hath  as  high 
trust  as  can  safely  be  reposed  in  one  man ;  and  if  he 
discharge  it  as  he  ought,  he  deserves  all  the  honour 
and  duty  that  a  mortal  may  be  allowed  to  receive. 
His  personal  failings  we  have  nothing  to  do  with ;  and 
errors  in  government  are  to  be  imputed  to  his  ministers 
in  the  state.     To  what  height  those  errors  may  be  suf- 
fered to  proceed  is  not  the  business  of  this  day,  or  this 
place,  or  of  my  function  to  determine .  When  oppressions 
grow  too  great  and  universal  to  be  borne,  nature  or 
necessity  may  find  a  remedy.     But  if  a  private  person 
reasonably  expects  pardon  upon  his  amendment  for 
all  faults  that  are  not  capital,  it  would  be  a  hard  con- 
dition indeed  not  to  give  the  same  allowance  to  a  prince, 
who  must  see  with  other  men's  eyes,  and  hear  with 
other  men's  ears,  which  are  often  wilfully  blind  and 
deaf.    Such  was  the  condition  of  the  martyr ;  and  is  so 
in  some  degree  of  all  other  princes.     Yet  this  we  may 
justly  say  in  defence  of  the  common  people  in  aU 
civilised  nations,  that  it  must  be  a  very  bad  government 
indeed  where  the  body  of  the  subjects  will  not  rather 
choose  to  live  in  peace  and  obedience  than  take  up 
arms  on  pretence  of  faults  in  the  administration,  unless 
where  the  vulgar  are  deluded  by  false  preachers  to  grow 
fond  of  new  visions  and  fancies  in  religion ;  which, 
managed  by  dexterous  men  for  sinister  ends  of  malice, 
envy,  or  ambition,  have  often  made  whole  nations  run 
mad.     This  was  exactly  the  case  in  the  whole  progress 
of  that  great  rebellion,  and  the  murder  of  king  Charles 
I.     But  the  late  revolution  under  the  prince  of  Orange 
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was  'occasioned  by  a  proceeding  directly  contrary,  the 
oppreaion  and  injustice  there  beginning  frora  the 
throne :  for  that  unhappy  prince,  king  James  II.,  did 
not  only  invade  our  laws  and  liberties,  but  would 
have  forced  a  false  religion  upon  his  subjects,  for  which 
he  was  deservedly  rejected,  since  there  could  be  no 
other  remedy  found,  or  at  least  ^;reed  on.  But  under 
the  blessed  martyr  the  deluded  people  would  have 
forced  many  false  religions,  not  only  on  dieir  fellow- 
subjects,  but  even  upon  their  sovereign  himself,  and  at 
the  same  time  invaded  all  his  undoubted  righto ;  and, 
because  he  would  not  comply,  raised  a  horrid  rebellion, 
wherein,  by  the  permission  of  God,  they  prevailed,  and 
put  their  sovereign  to  death  like  a  common  criminal 
in  the  face  of  the  world. 

Therefore,  those  who  seem  to  think  they  cannot  otiier- 
wise  justify  the  late  revolution  and  the  change  of  the 
succession,  than  by  lessening  the  guilt  of  the  puritans, 
do  certainly  put  the  greatest  affront  imaginable  upon 
the  present  powers,  by  supposing  any  relation  or  re- 
semblance  between  that  rebellion  and  the  late  revolu- 
tion ;  and  consequently,  that  tlie  present  establishment 
is'to  be  defended  by  the  same  argumento  which  those 
usurpers  made  use  of,  who,  to  obtain  their  tyranny, 
trampled  under  foot  all  the  laws  of  both  Gk>d  and  man. 

One  great  design  of  our  discourse  was,  to  give  you 
warning  against  running  into  either  extreme  of  two 
bad  opinions  with  relation  to  obedience.  As  kings  are 
called  gods  upon  earth,  so  some  would  allow  them  an 
equal  power  with  God  over  all  laws  and  ordinances ; 
and  that  the  liberty,  and  property,  and  life,  and  reli- 
gion of  the  subject  depended  wholly  upon  the  breath 
of  the  prince ;  which  however  I  hope  was  never  meant 
by  those  who  pleaded  for  passive  obedience.  And 
this  opinion  hatii  not  been  confined  totliat  party  which 
was  first  charged  with  it,  but  hath  sometimes  gone 
over  to  the  other,  to  serve  many  an  evil  turn  of  interest 
or  ambition ;  who  have  been  as  ready  to  enlarge  pre- 
rogative, where  they  could  find  their  own  account,  as 
highest  maintainers  of  it. 

On  the  other  side,  some  look  upon  kings  as  answer- 
able for  every  mistake  or  omission  iu  government,  and 
bound  to  comply  with  the  most  unreasonable  demands 
of  an  unquiet  faction ;  which  was  the  case  of  those  who 
persecuted  the  blessed  martyr  of  this  day  from  his 
throne  to  the  scaffold. 

Between  these  two  extremes  it  is  easy,  from  what 
hath  been  said,  to  choose  a  middle ;  to  be  good  and 
loyal  subjects,  yet,  according  to  your  power,  faithful 
aasertors  of  your  religion  and  liberties;  to  avoid  all 
broachers  and  preachers  of  newfangled  doctrines  in  the 
cimrch ;  to  be  strict  otMervers  of  the  laws,  which  caimot 
be  justly  taken  from  you  without  your  own  consent : 
in  short,  **  to  obey  God  and  the  king,  and  meddle  not 
with  those  who  are  given  to  change." 

Which  that  yon  may  all  do,  &c. 


SERMON  THE  SEVENTH. 

ON  FALSE  WITNESS. 
EXODUS  XX.  16. 

Thou  Aali  noi  beenr/ahe  witnm  againti  thf  mighbotar. 

In  those  great  changes  that  are  made  in  a  country  by 
the  prevailing  of  one  party  over  another,  it  is  very 
convenient  that  the  prince  and  those  who  are  in  au- 
thority under  him  should  use  all  just  and  proper 
methods  for  preventing  any  mischief  to  the  public  from 
seditious  men.  And  governors  do  well  when  they  en- 
courage any  good  subject  to  discover  (as  his  duty 
obligeth  him)  whatever  plots  or  conspiracies  may  lie 
any  way  dangerous  to  the  state ;  neither  are  they  to  be 
blamed  even  when  they  receive  informations  from  bad 
men  in  order  to  find  out  the  truth,  when  it  concerns 


the  public  welfan.  Every  one  indeed  is  natnnillf 
inclined  to  have  an  ill  opinion  cf  an  informer,  although 
it  is  not  impossible  but  an  honest  man  may  be  called 
by  that  name;  for  whoever  knoweth  anything,  the 
tellmg  of  which  would  prevent  some  great  evil  to 
his  prince,  his  country,  or  his  neighbour,  is  bound  in 
conscience  to  reveal  it.  But  the  mischief  is  that,  when 
parties  are  violently  inflamed,  which  seemeth  unfo^ 
tunately  to  be  our  case  at  present,  there  is  never  wanting 
a  set  of  evil  instrumento  who,  either  out  of  mad  teal, 
private  hatred,  or  filthy  lucre,  arc  always  ready  to  offer 
their  services  to  the  prevailing  side,  and  become 
accusers  of  their  brethren  without  any  regard  to  truth 
or  charity.  Holy  David  numbers  this  among  the  chief 
of  his  sufferings :  "  False  witnesses  are  risen  up  againit 
me,  and  such  as  breathe  out  cruelty.**  Ps.  xxvii.  12. 
Our  Saviour  and  his  apostles  did  likewise  undergo 
the  same  distress,  as  we  read  both  in  the  Gospels  sod 
the  Acts. 

Now  because  the  sin  of  false  witnessing  is  so  horrible 
and  dangerous  in  itself,  and  so  odious  to  God  and 
man,  and  because  the  bitterness  of  too  many  among  s» 
is  risen  to  such  a  height  that  it  is  not  easy  to  know 
where  it  will  stop,  or  how  far  some  weak  and  wicked 
minds  may  be  carried  by  a  mistaken  zeal,  a  malicious 
temper,  or  hope  of  reward,  to  break  this  great  com- 
mandment delivered  in  the  text ;  therefore,  in  order  to 
prevent  this  evil  and  the  consequences  of  it,  at  least 
among  you  who  are  my  hearers,  I  shall, 
Firtt,  Show  you  several  ways  by  which  a  man  may  be 

called  a  false  witness  against  his  neighbour. 
Secondly,  I  shall  give  you  some  rules  for  your  condnct 
and  behaviour,  in  order  to  defend  yourselves  agaiiut 
the  malice  and  cunning  of  false  accusers. 
And,  httbfy  I  shall  conclude  with  showing  yon  very 
briefly  how  far  it  is  your  duty  as  good  subjects  and 
good  neighbours  to  bear  faithful  witness  when  you 
are  lawfully  called  to  it  by  those  in  authority,  or  by 
the  sincere  advice  of  your  own  consciences. 
As  to  the  first,  there  are  several  ways  by  which  a  man 
may  be  justly  called  a  false  witness  against  his  neigh* 
hour. 

Firs/,  According  to  the  direct  meaning  of  the  word, 
when  a  man  accuseth  his  neighbour  without  the  least 
ground  of  truth.  So  we  read,  "  that  Jezebel  hired  two 
sons  of -Belial  to  accuse  Naboth  for  blaspheming  God 
and  the  king,  for  which,  although  he  was  entirely  inno- 
cent, he  was  stoned  to  death.**  And  in  our  age  it  ii 
not  easy  to  tell  how  many  men  have  lost  their  lire*, 
been  ruined  in  their  fortunes,  and  put  to  ignominioiis 
punishment,  by  the  downright  peijury  of  felse  wit- 
nesses, the  law  itself  in  such  cases  being  not  able  to 
protect  the  innocent.  But  this  is  so  horrible  a  crime 
that  it  doth  not  need  to  be  aggravated  by  words. 

A  second  way  by  which  a  man  becometh  a  falsf 
witness  is  when  he  mixeth  falsehood  and  truth  together, 
or  conceal eth  some  circumstances  which,  if  they  were 
told,  would  destroy  the  falsehoods  he  uttereth.  So  the 
two  false  witnesses  who  accused  our  Saviour  before  the 
chief  priests,  by  a  very  little  perverting  of  his  words, 
would  have  made  him  guilty  of  a  capital  crime:  for 
so  it  was  among  the  Jews  to  prophesy  any  evil  agairat 
the  temple :  *<  This  fellow  said,  I  am  able  to  destroy 
the  temple  o^  God,  and  to  build  it  in  three  days;" 
whereas  the  wor<ls,  as  our  Saviour  spoke  them,  were  to 
another  end,  and  differently  expressed ;  for  when  the 
Jews  asked  him  to  show  them  a  sign,  he  said,  '*  Destrny 
this  temple,  and  in  three  days  I  will  raise  it  up.**  In 
such  cases  as  these  an  innocent  man  is  half  con- 
founded, and  looketh  as  if  he  were  guilty,  since  he 
neither  can  deny  his  words  nor  perhaps  readily  itrtp 
them  from  the  malicious  additions  of  a  false  witness. 

Thirdly,  A  man  is  a  false  witness  when,  in  accusini? 
his  neighbour,  he  endeavours  to  aggravate  by  his  ge** 
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tim  And  tone  of  hit  voice,  or  when  he  chiirgeth  a  man 
w:tii  Vi)fdi  which  were  only  xepeated  or  quoted  from 
ii>m«bjdy  else.  As  if  any  one  ihould  tell  me  that  he 
Urini  uotUer  speak  certain  dangerous  and  seditioiu 
iprerhei,  and  I  should  immediately  accuse  him  for 
sv<ikiii;  them  himself,  and  so  drop  the  only  circum- 
fUact  tlut  made  him  innocent  This  was  the  case  of 
S'.  Stephen.  The  false  witness  said,  "  This  man 
c(-a,yth  Dot  to  speak  blasphemous  words  against  this 
h  'If  pUce  sod  the  law."  Whereas  St.  Stephen  said 
no  Mch  voids,  but  only  repeated  some  prophecies  of 
Jerfniah  or  Malachi,  which  threatened  Jerusalem  with 
il<>itructioii  if  it  did  not  repent ;  however,  by  the  fury 
of  the  people,  this  innocent  holy  person  was  stoned  ti> 
drub  f.ir  words  he  never  spjke. 

Fwtrthift  The  blackest  kind  of  false  witnesses  are 
tW  who  do  the  office  of  tlie  devil,  by  tempting  their 
Vrdhreu  iii  order  to  betray  them.  I  cannot  call  to 
mmd  my  instances  of  this  kind  mentioned  in  holy 
St-njjture.  But  I  am  afraid  this  vile  practice  hath 
hita  too  much  followed  in  the  world.  When  a  man  s 
tesojier  bth  been  so  soured  by  misfortunes  and  hard 
^^i^,  t\iii  perhaps  he  hath  reason  enough  to  com* 
}Ui  1.  then  one  of  these  seducers,  under  the  pretence  of 
fri'uJibip,  will  seem  to  lament  his  case,  urge  the 
luniihips  be  hath  suffered,  and  endeavour  to  raise  his 
pbi.)uj.  uutil  he  hath  said  something  that  a  malicious 
Mf.)rmer  can  pervert  or  aggravate  against  him  in  a 
court  of  justice. 

h\/ikiif.  Whoever  beareth  witness  against  his  neigh- 
bi'urnutof  a  principle  of  malice  and  revenge  from 
uy  ulti  grudge  or  hatred  to  his  person,  such  a  man  is 
1  CiW  witness  in  the  sight  of  God,  although  what  he 
UTf  \k  trae,  because  the  motive  or  cause  is  evil,  not  to 
•"rre  his  prince  or  country,  but  to  gratify  his  own 
nr^tments.  And  therefore,  although  a  man  llius 
acaued  may  be  very  justly  punished  by  the  law,  yet 
tbii  doth  hy  no  means  acquit  the  accuser,  who,  instead 
^'fr^.^mliiig  the  public  service,  intended  only  to  glut 
b  <  nrlrate  rjge  aiid  spite. 

Ni//%1  number  among  false  witnesses  all  those 
vS  I  nuke  a  trade  of  being  informers  in  hope  of  favour 
^  itvud,  and  to  this  end  employ  their  time  either 
uj  I'ufruo^  in  public  places  to  catch  up  an  accidental 
vori,  ig  \a  corrupting  men's  servants  to  discover  any 
uuwuy  ripression  of  their  master,  or  thrusting  them- 
■'It'9  into  company,  and  then  using  the  most  indecent 
*ctjrnl.>ut  language,  fastening  a  thousand  falsehoods 
v"l  tr^dals  upon  a  whole  party,  on  purpose  to  provoke 
fuz-h  aa  aoiwer  as  they  may  turn  to  an  accusation. 
^'  i  truly  this  ungodly  race  is  said  to  be  grown  so 
'•i'senus  that  men  of  different  parties  can  hardly 
<"  ireic  together  vrith  any  security.  Kven  the  pulpit 
''i'h  not  been  free  from  the  misrepresentation  of  these 
(ii'TTiMts,  of  whom  the  clergy  have  not  wanted  occa- 
•<<ii  to  complain  with  holy  David:  "They  daily 
^'■4Uke  mj  words^  all  ther  imagine  is  to  do  me  evil.** 
^  r  ii  it  any  wonder  at  all  that  this  trade  of  informing 
KKHiU  be  now  in  a  flourishing  condition,  since  our 
"^^  u  manifestly  thus:  We  are  divided  into  two 
1  »"i^  with  very  little  charity  or  temper  toward  each 
''-'t:  the  prevailing  side  may  talk  of  past  things  as 
t.f J  pbaie  irjth  security,  and  generally  do  it  in  the 
tint  provoking  words  they  can  invent,  while  those 
v'v)  are  down  are  sometimes  tempted  to  speak  in 
'«'  "ur  of  a  lust  cause,  and  therefore,  without  great 
''— I'K/rt.  must  needs  be  often  caught  tripping,  and 
u  rr.-by  famish  plenty  of  materials  for  witnesses  and 

/-fl#/^,  Those  may  be  well  reckoned  among  false 
"I  'U'Hnrf  at^Aiiut  their  neighbour  who  bring  him  into 
'r  i!jle  and  ptmishment  by  such  accusations  as  are  of 
-' '  TAfiiequence  at  all  to  the  public,  nor  can  be  of  any 
"Ukt  use  but  to  create  vexation.     Such  witnesses  are 


those  who  cannot  bear  an  idle  intemperate  expression 
but  they  mu4t  immediately  run  to  the  magistrate  to 
inform,  or,  perhaps  wrangling  iu  their  cups  over  night, 
when  they  were  not  able  to  speak  or  apprehend  three 
words  of  common  sense,   will  pretend  to  remember 
everything   the  next  morning,  and  think   themselves 
very  properly  qualified  to  be  accusers  of  their  brethren. 
God  be  manked  the  throne  of  our  king  is  too  firmly 
settled  to  be  shaken  by  the  folly  and  rashness  of  every 
sottish  companion.     And  i  do  not  in  the  least  doubt 
that  when  tnose  in  power  begin  to  observe  the  false- 
hood, the  prevarication,  the  aggravating  manner,  the 
treachery  and  seducing,  the  malice  and  revenge,  the 
love  of  lucre,    and,    lastly,   the    trifling  accusations 
in  too  many  wicked  people,  thev  will  be  as  ready  to 
discourat^  every  sort  of  those  whom  I  have  numbered 
among  false  witnesses,  as  they  will  be  to  countenance 
honest  men,  who,  out  of  a  true  seal  to  their  prince  and 
country,  do  in  the  innocence  of  their  hearts  freely 
discover  whatever  they  may  apprehend  to  be  dangerous 
to  either.     A  good  Christian  will  think  it  sufficient  to 
reprove  his  brother  for  a  rash  unguarded  word  where 
there  is  neither  danger  nor  evil  example  to  be  appre- 
hended, or,  if  he  will  not  amend  by  reproof,  avoid  his 
conversation. 

And  thus  much  may  serve  to  show  the  several  ways 
whereby  a  roan  may  be  said  to  be  a  false  witness 
against  his  neighbour.  I  might  have  added  one  kind 
more,  and  it  is  of  those  who  inform  against  their  neigh  - 
hour  out  of  fear  of  pmii^ment  to  tiiemselves ;  which, 
although  it  be  more  excusable,  and  hath  less  of  malice 
than  any  of  the  rest,  cannot  however  be  justified.  I  go 
on  therefore,  upon  the  second  head,  to  give  you  some 
rules  for  your  conduct  and  behaviour,  in  order  to 
defend  yourselves  against  the  malice  and  cunning  of 
false  accusers. 

It  is  readily  agreed  that  innocence  is  the  best  pro- 
tection in  the  world ;  yet  that  it  is  not  always  sufficient 
without  some  degree  of  prudence,  our  Saviour  himself 
intimatetli  to  us,  by  instructing  his  disciples  "  to  be  wise 
as  serpents,  as  well  as  imiocent  as  doves.'*  But  if 
ever  innocence  be  too  weak  a  defence,  it  is  chiefly  so 
in  jealous  and  suspicious  times,  when  factions  are 
arrived  to  a  high  pitch  of  animosity,  and  the  minds  of 
men,  instead  of  being  warmed  by  a  true  seal  for  reli- 
gion, are  inflamed  only  by  party  fury.  Neither  is 
virtue  itself  a  sufficient  security  in  such  times,  because 
it  is  not  allowed  to  be  virtue  otherwise  than  as  it  hath 
a  mixture  of  party. 

However,  although  virtue  and  innocence  are  no  in- 
fallible defence  against  perjury,  malice,  and  suborna- 
tion, yet  tiiey  are  great  supports  for  enabling  us  to  bear 
those  evils  with  temper  ana  resignation ;  and  it  is  an 
unspeakable  comfort  to  a  good  man,  under  the  malig- 
nity of  evil  mercenary  tongues,  that  a  few  years  will 
carry  his  appeal  to  a  higher  tribunal,  where  false 
witnesses,  instead  of  daring  to  bring  accusations  before 
an  all- seeing  Judge,  will  call  for  mountains  to  cover 
them.  As  for  earthly  judges,  they  seldom  have  it  in 
their  power,  and  Grod  knows  whether  they  have  it  in 
their  will,  to  mingle  mercy  with  justice;  they  are  so 
far  from  knowing  the  hearts  of  the  accuser  or  the 
accused  that  they  cannot  know  their  own ;  and  their 
understanding  is  frequently  biassed,  although  their  in- 
tentions be  just  They  are  often  prejudiced  to  causes, 
parties,  and  persons,  through  the  infirmity  of  human 
nature^  without  being  sensible  themselves  that  they  are 
so;  and  therefore,  although  Grod  may  pardon  their 
errors  here,  he  certainly  will  not  ratify  tlieir  sentences 
hereafter. 

However,  since,  as  we  have  before  observed,  our 
Saviour  prescribeth  to  us  to  be  not  only  harmless  as 
doves  but  wise  as  serpents,  give  me  leave  to  prescrtlM* 
to  you  some  rules  which  the  nuist  ignorant  person  may 


156 


ON  FALSB  WITNESS. 


follow  for  the  condaot  of  his  life  with  lafety  in  periloui 
times  against  false  accusers. 

Ist,  Let  me  advise  you  to  hare  nothing  at  all  to  do 
with  that  which  is  commonly  called  politics,  or  the 
government  of  the  world,  in  the  nature  of  which  it  is 
certain  you  are  utterly  ignorant;  and  when  your 
opinion  is  wrong,  although  it  proceeds  from  ignorance, 
it  shall  be  an  accusation  against  you.  Besides, 
opinions  in  government  are  right  or  wrong,  just  accord- 
ing to  the  humour  and  disposition  of  the  times;  and 
unless  you  have  judgment  to  distinguish,  you  may  be 
punished  at  one  time  for  what  yon  would  be  rewarded 
m  another. 

2ndly,  Be  ready  at  all  times,  in  your  words  and 
actions,  to  show  your  loyalty  to  the  king  that  reigns 
over  you.  This  is  the  plain  manifest  doctrine  of  holy 
Scripture :  '*  Submit  yourselves  to  every  ordinance  of 
man  for  the  Lord^s  sake,  whether  it  be  to  the  king  as 
supreme,*^  &c.  And  another  apostle  telleth  us,  **  The 
powers  that  be  are  ordained  of  Grod.^  Kings  are  the 
ordinances  of  man  by  the  permission  of  God,  and  they 
are  ordained  of  God  by  his  instrument,  man.  The 
powers  that  be,  the  present  powers,  which  are  ordained 
oy  God,  aud  yet  in  some  sense  are  the  ordinances  of 
man,  are  what  you  must  obey,  without  presuming 
to  examine  into  rights  and  titles ;  neither  can  it  be 
reasonably  expected  that  the  powers  in  being,  or  in 
possession,  should  suffer  their  title  to  be  publicly  dis- 
puted by  subjects  without  severe  punishment.  And 
to  say  the  truth,  there  is  no  duty  in  religion  more  easy 
to  the  generality  of  mankind  than  obedience  to  govern- 
ment; I  say  to  the  generality  of  mankind;  because, 
while  their  law,  and  property,  and  religion  are  pre- 
served, it  is  of  no  great  consequence  to  them  by  whom 
they  are  governed,  and  therefore  they  are  under  no 
temptation  to  desire  a  change. 

Srdly,  In  order  to  prevent  any  charge  from  the 
malice  of  false  witnesses,  be  sure  to  avoid  intem- 
perance. If  it  he  often  so  hard  for  men  to  govern 
their  tongues  when  they  are  in  their  right  senses,  how 
can  they  hope  to  do  it  when  they  are  heated  with 
drink  9  In  tnose  cases  most  men  regard  not  what  they 
say,  and  too  many  not  what  they  swear ;  neither  will  a 
maii*s  memory,  disordered  wi^  drunkenness,  serve  to 
defend  himself,  or  satisfy  him  whether  he  were  guilty 
or  not. 

4thly,  Avoid  as  much  as  possible  the  conversation 
of  those  people  who  are  given  to  talk  of  public  persons 
and  affairs,  especially  of  those  whose  opmions  in  such 
matters  are  different  from  yours.  I  never  once  knew 
any  disputes  of  this  kind  managed  with  tolerable 
temper ;  but  on  both  sides  they  only  agree  as  much  as 
possible  to  provoke  the  passions  of  each  other;  indeed, 
with  this  disadvantage,  that  he  who  argneth  on  the 
side  of  power  may  speak  securely  the  utmost  his 
malice  can  invent ;  while  the  other  lieth  every  moment 
at  the  mercy  of  an  informer;  and  the  law  in  tliese 
cases  will  give  no  allowance  at  all  for  passion,  inad- 
vertency, or  the  highest  provocation. 

I  come  now,  in  the  last  place,  to  show  you  how  far 
it  is  your  duty,  as  good  subjects  and  good  neighbours, 
to  bear  faithful  witness,  when  you  are  lawfully  called 
to  it  by  those  in  authority,  or  by  the  sincere  advice  of 
your  own  consciences. 

In  what  I  liave  hitherto  said,  you  easily  find  that  I 
do  not  talk  of  bearing  witness  in  general,  which  is  and 
may  be  lawful  upon  a  thousand  accounts  in  relation  to 
property  and  other  matters,  and  wherein  there  are  many 
scandalous  corruptions  almost  peculiar  to  this  country 
which  would  require  to  be  handled  by  themselves. 
But  I  have  confined  my  discourse  only  to  that  branch 
of  bearing  false  witness  whereby  the  public  is  injured 
in  the  safety  or  honour  of  the  prince,  or  those  in  autho- 
rity under  him. 


In  order,  therefbre,  to  be  a  fkithf^d  witness,  it  is  first 
necessary  that  a  man  doth  not  undertake  it  froro  th« 
least  prospect  of  any  private  advantage  to  fainuelf. 
The  smallest  mixture  of  that  leaven  will  soar  tite 
whole  lump.  Interest  will  infallibly  bias  his  judg* 
ment,  although  he  he  ever  so  firmly  resolved  to  ta.j 
nothing  but  truth.  He  cannot  serve  God  and  Mam> 
mon ;  but,  as  interest  is  the  chief  end,  he  will  lue  the 
most  effectual  means  to  advance  it.  He  will  aggrt* 
vate  circumstances  to  make  his  testimony  valuable; 
he  will  be  sorry  if  the  penon  he  accused  should  be 
able  to  clear  himself;  in  short,  he  is  labouring  a  point 
which  he  thinks  necessary  to  bis  own  good;  and  it 
would  be  a  disappointment  to  him  that  his  neighbour 
should  prove  innocent 

2ndly,  Every  good  subject  is  obliged  to  bear  witrica 
against  bis  neighbour  for  any  action  or  words,  tb«  tell- 
ing of  which  would  be  of  disadvantage  to  the  public, 
and  the  concealment  dangerous  or  of  ill  example. 
Of  this  nature  are  all  plots  and  conspiracies  against  (be 
peace  of  a  nation ;  all  disgraceful  words  againit  a 
prince,  such  as  clearly  discover  a  disloyal  and  rvbel- 
tious  heart.  But  where  our  prince  and  country  caii 
possibly  receive  no  damage  or  disgrace ;  where  »o 
scandal  or  ill  example  is  given ;  and  our  neighbour, 
it  may  be,  provok^  by  us,  happeneth  privately  to 
drop  a  rash  or  indiscreet  word,  which  in  strictness  of 
law  might  bring  him  under  trouble,  perhaps  to  bii 
utter  undoing ;  there  we  are  obliged,  we  ought,  to  pro- 
ceed no  further  than  warning  and  reproof. 

In  describing  to  you  the  several  Kinds  of  false  wit- 
nesses, I  have  made  it  less  necessary  to  dwell  much 
longer  upon  this  head ;  because  a  faithful  witness,  lile 
everything  else,  is  known  by  his  contrary.  Tberef 're, 
it  would  be  only  a  repetition  of  what  I  have  already 
said  to  tell  you  that  the  strictest  truth  is  required  in 
a  witness ;  that  he  should  be  wholly  free  from  malice 
against  the  person  he  accuses;  that  he  should  not 
aggravate  the  smallest  circumstance  against  (be 
criminal,  nor  conceal  the  smallest  in  his  favour;  and 
to  crown  all,  though  I  have  hinted  it  before,  that  the 
only  cause  or  motive  of  his  undertaking  an  office, » 
subject  to  censure,  and  so  difficult  to  perform,  shooM 
be  the  safety  and  service  of  his  prince  and  country. 

Under  these  conditions  and  limitations,  (but  t»t 
otherwise,)  there  is  no  manner  of  doubt  but  a  gnid 
man  may  lawfhlly  and  justly  become  a  witnesi  iu 
behalf  of  the  public,  and  may  perform  that  office  (in 
its  own  nature  not  very  desirable)  with  honour  atid 
integrity.  For  the  command  in  the  text  is  positive,  is 
well  as  negative ;  that  is  to  say,  as  we  are  directed  w* 
to  bear  false  witness  against  our  neighbour,  so  we  are  to 
bear  true.  Next  to  the  word  of  God  and  the  advice  of 
teachers,  every  man's  conscience,  strictly  examined, 
will  be  his  best  director  in  this  weighty  point :  and  to 
that  I  shall  leave  him. 

It  might  perhaps  be  diought  proper  to  have  add«d 
something  by  way  of  advice  to  thof«  who  are  unhap- 
pily engaged  in  this  abominable  trade  and  sin  of  bear- 
ing false  witness;  but  I  am  far  from  believing  or 
supposing  any  of  that  destructive  tribe  are  now  my 
hearers.  I  look  upon  them  as  a  sort  of  people  thit 
seldom  frequent  these  holy  places,  where  they  can 
hardly  pick  up  any  materials  to  serve  their  turn,  unless 
they  think  it  worth  their  while  to  misrepresent  or  yn* 
vert  the  words  of  the  preacher.  And  whoever  is  that 
way  disposed,  I  doubt,  cannot  be  in  a  very  good  con- 
dition to  edify  and  reform  himself  by  what  be  heareth. 
God  in  his  mercy  preserve  us  from  all  the  guilt  of  tfao 
grievous  sin  forbidden  in  mv  text,  and  from  the  snares 
of  those  who  are  guilty  of  it! 

I  shall  conclude  with  one  or  two  precepts  given  by 
Moses  from  God  to  the  children  or  Israel  in  Exo^* 
xziii.  1,  2. 
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^  Thoa  «halt  not  mise  a  false  report :  put  not  thine 
hind  vitb  the  wicked  to  be  an  onrighteou*  witneti. 

"  llioa  thalt  not  follow  a  multitude  to  do  evil ; 
withrr  ihalt  thou  speak  in  a  cause  to  decline  after 
miar,  h  wrert  judgment.** 

Nov  to  God  the  Father,  the  Skm,  and  Hoi  j  Ghost,  be 
paiM  for  erer  and  ever.    Amen. 


SERMON  THE  EIGHTH. 

ON  THE  POOR  MAN'S  CONTENTMENT. 

raiLirriANs,  ly.  11. 

/  iiitv  leamedy  m  wkattoever  ttate  I  am,  tktmmik  to  bt 

conitntm 

Tmi  bolf  Scripture  is  ftill  of  expressions  to  set  forth  the 
miaenUe  coooition  of  man  during  the  whole  progress 
of  hi«  life ;  his  weakness,  pride,  and  vanity  ;  his  unmea- 
tunbic  dflnras  and  perpetual  disappointments,  the  pre- 
iJracT  of  his  passiMis,  and  the  corruptions  of  his  rea- 
Ml;  bii  deludmg  hopes,  and  his  real  as  well  as  imagi- 
fiuy  ftsn,  his  natural  and  artificial  wants,  his  cares 
uhJ  anxieties,  the  diseases  of  his  body  and  ^e  diseases 
of  hit  iniud ;  the  shortness  of  his  life,  his  dread  of  a 
htojt  itite,  with  his  carelessness  to  prepare  for  it :  and 
tof  «iie  men  of  all  ages  have  made  tne  same  reflections. 

But  sll  these  are  general  calamities  from  which  none 
vf  excepted,  and,  being  without  remedy,  it  is  vain  to 
Itvail  them.    The  great  question,  long  debated  in  the 
vorld,  it,  whether  the  rich  or  the  poor  are  the  least  mi- 
Kntile  of  the  two  9     It  is  certain  that  no  rich  man  ever 
dnired  to  be  poor,  and  that  most,  if  not  all  poor  men, 
ilnire  to  be  rich ;  whence  it  may  be  argued  that,  in  all 
tpparsDce,  the  advantage  lieth  on  the  side  of  wealth, 
^'•^ause  both  parties  agree  in  preferring  it  before  poverty. 
But  thii  reisoning  will  be  found  to  be  false ;   for  1 
hj  it  down  ss  a  certain  truth  that  God  Almighty  hath 
jiUttdall  men  upon  an  equal  foot  with  respect  to  their 
nppineai  in  this  world,  and  the  capacity  of  attaining 
tkrir  lalTatioo  in  the  next ;  or  at  least,  if  there  be  any 
<^ir«ffncc  it  is  not  to  the  advantage  of  the  rich  and  the 
^'^.   Now,  since  a  great  part  of  those  who  usually 
lAdle  op  oar  congregations  are  not  of  considerable  sta- 
b«.  nd  nany  among  them  of  the  lower  sort,  and  since 
^  BMSBff  people  aie  generally  and  justly  charged  with 
^  no  of  repining  and  murmuring  at  their  own  ccHidi* 
|i>n,  to  which  however  their  betters  are  sufficiently  sub- 
ject, faltlMNigh,  perhaps  for  shame,  not  always  so  loud 
ui  their  complaints,)  I  thought  it  might  be  useful  to  rea- 
*•«  opoD  this  point  in  as  plain  a  manner  as  I  can.     I 
*^\  theieforesDow,  first,  that  the  poor  enjoy  many  tem- 
P'nl  bteasngs  which  are  not  common  to  the  rich  and 
^  fnat;  and  likewise,  that  the  rich  and  the  great  are 
Ki^t  to  many  temporal  evils  which  are  not  common 
^  the  poor. 

But  bere  I  would  not  be  misunderstood :  perhaps  there 
>*  out  a  word  more  abused  than  that  of  the  poor;  or 
vbeivin  the  world  ia  more  generally  mistaken.  Among 
<^  iiumb9  of  those  who  beg  in  our  streets,  or  are  half- 
i^cil  at  home,  or  languish  in  prison  for  debt,  there  is 
'^B^y  one  in  a  hundred  who  doth  not  owe  his  misfor^ 
t^im  to  his  own  laziness,  or  drunkeimess,  or  worse  vices. 

To  these  he  owes  those  very  diseases  which  often  dis- 
able him  from  getting  his  ^ead.  Such  wretches  are 
(Wmredly  unhappy :  they  can  only  blame  themselves ; 
^  *hen  we  are  commanded  to  have  pity  on  the  poor, 
>^  are  not  understood  to  be  of  the  number. 

It  it  tme  indeed  that  sometimes  honest  endeavour- 
'o^  men  are  reduced  to  extreme  want,  even  to  the  beg- 
r(%  of  alms,  by  losses,  by  accidents,  by  d  iseeses,  and  old 
«2»,  without  any  fault  of  their  own  :  but  thes«  are  very 
f«v  ill  comparison  of  the  other ;  nor  would  their  support 
tc  any  lenBible  burden  to  the  public,  if  the  chan^  of 


well-disposed  persons  were  not  intercepted  by  those  com- 
mon strollers,  who  are  most  importunate,  and  who  least 
deserve  it.  These  indeed  are  properly  and  justly  called 
the  poor,  whom  it  should  be  our  study  to  find  out  and 
distinguish,  by  making  them  partake  of  our  superfluity 
and  abundance. 

But  neither  have  these  anything  to  do  with  my  pre- 
sent subject ;  for  by  the  poor  I  only  intend  the  honest 
industrious  artificer,  the  meaner  sort  of  tradesmen,  and 
the  labouring  man,  who  getteth  his  bread  by  the  sweat 
of  his  brow  in  town  or  country,  and  who  make  ^ 
bulk  of  mankind  among  us. 

Fintf  1  shall  therefore  wow,  that  the  poor  (in  the  sense 
I  understand  the  word)  do  enjoy  many  temporal 
blessings  which  are  not  common  to  the  rich  and 
great;  and  likewise,  that  the  rich  and  great  are  sub- 
ject to  many  temporal  evils  which  are  not  common 
to  the  poor. 
Seeondfy,  From  the  arguments  offered  to  prove  the 
forgoing  head,  I  shall  draw  some  observations  that 
may  be  useful  for  your  practice. 
As  to  the  first :   Health,  we  know,  is  generally  al- 
lowed to  be  the  best  of  all  earthly  possessions,  because 
it  is  that  without  which  we  can  have  no  satisfaction  iu 
any  of  the  rest     For  riches  are  of  no  use,  if  sickness 
taketh  from  us  the  ability  of  enjoying  them ;  and  power 
and  greatness  are  then  only  a  burden.     Now,  if  we 
would  look  for  health,  it  must  be  in  the  humble  habi- 
tation of  the  labouring  man  or  industrious  artificer, 
who  earn  their  bread  by  the  sweat  of  their  brows,  and 
usually  live  to  a  good  old  age,  with  a  great  degree  of 
sirengtii  and  vigour. 

The  refreshment  of  the  body  by  sleep  is  another  great 
happiness  of  the  meaner  sort.  Their  rest  is  not  dis- 
turbed by  the  fear  of  thieves  and  robbers,  nor  is  it  inter- 
rupted by  surfeits  of  intemperance.  Labour  and  plain 
food  supply  the  want  of  quieting  draughts,  ana  the 
wise  man  telleth  us,  that  the  sleep  of  the  labouring  man 
is  sweet  As  to  children,which  are  certainly  accounted 
of  as  a  blessing,  even  to  the  poor,  where  industry  is  not 
wanting ;  they  are  an  assistance  to  honest  parents,  in- 
stead of  being  a  burden ;  they  are  healthy  and  strong, 
and  fit  for  labour;  neither  is  the  father  in  fear,  lest  his 
heir  should  be  ruined  by  an  unequal  match,  nor  is  he 
solicitous  about  his  rising  in  the  world,  further  tfian  to 
be  able  to  get  his  bread. 

The  poorer  sort  are  not  the  objects  of  general  hatred 
or  envy;  they  have  no  twinges  of  ambition,  nor  trouble 
themselves  with  party  quarrels,  or  state  divisions.  The 
idle  rabble,  who  follow  their  ambitious  leaders  in  such 
cases,  do  not  flill  within  my  description  of  the  poorer 
sort ;  for  it  is  plain  I  mean  only  the  honest  industrious 
poor  in  town  or  country,  who  are  safest  in  times  of  pub- 
lic disturbance,  in  perilous  seasons,  and  public  revolu- 
tions, if  they  will  be  quiet,  and  do  their  business ;  for 
artificers  and  husbandmen  are  necessary  in  all  govern- 
ments, but  in  such  seasons  the  rich  are  the  public 
mark,  because  they  are  oftentimes  of  no  use  but  to  be 
plundered ;  like  some  sort  of  birds  who  are  good  for 
nothing  but  their  feathers,  and  so  fall  a  prey  to  the 
strongest  side. 

Let  us  proceed  on  the  other  side  to  examine  the  dis- 
advantages which  the  rich  and  the  jgreat  lie  under 
with  respect  to  the  happiness  of  the  present  life. 

First,  then ;  While  health,  as  we  have  said,  is  the 
general  portion  of  the  lower  sort,  the  gout,  ttie  dropsy, 
the  stone,  the  cholic,  and  all  ottier  diseases,  are  con- 
tinually haunting  the  palaces  of  the  rich  and  the  great, 
as  the  natural  attendants  upon  lasiness  and  luxury. 
Neither  does  the  rich  man  eat  his  sumptuous  fare  with 
half  the  appetite  and  relish  that  even  the  beggars  do 
the  crumbs  which  fall  from  his  table,  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, he  is  full  of  loathing  and  disgust,  or  at  best  of 
indifference,  in  the  midst  of  plmty.     Thus  their  iu« 
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temperance  sbortens  their  lives,  without  pleasing  their 
appetites. 

Business,  fear,  guilt,  design,  anguish,  and  vexation 
are  continually  buKzitig  about  the  curtains  of  the  rich 
and  the  powerful,  and  will  hardly  suffer  them  to  close 
their  eyes,  unless  when  they  are  dosed  with  the  iVimes 
of  strong  liquors. 

It  is  a  great  mistake  to  imagine  that  the  rich  want 
but  few  things ;  their  wants  are  more  numerous,  more 
craving  and  urgent,  than  tiiose  of  poorer  men ;  for 
these  endeavour  only  at  the  necessaries  of  life,  which 
make  them  happy,  and  they  think  no  further ;  but  the 
desire  of  power  and  wealth  is  endless,  and  therefore  im- 
possible to  be  satisfied  with  any  acquisitions. 

If  riches  were  so  great  a  blessing  as  tliey  are  com- 
monly thought,  they  would  at  least  have  this  advantage 
to  give  their  owners  cheerful  hearts  and  countenances ; 
they  would  oiYen  stir  them  up  to  express  ^eir  thank- 
fulness to  God,  and  discover  their  satisfaction  to  the 
world.  But  in  fact,  the  contrary  to  all  this  is  true. 
For  where  axe  there  more  cloudy  brows,  more  melan- 
choly hearts,  or  more  ingratitude  to  their  great  bene- 
factor, than  among  those  who  abound  in  wealth  9  And 
indeed  it  is  natural  that  it  should  be  so,  because  those 
men  who  covet  things  that  are  hard  to  be  got  must  be 
hard  to  please ;  and  whereas  a  small  thing  meketh  a 
poor  man  happy,  and  great  losses  cannot  beiall  him. 

It  is  likewise  worth  considering  how  few  among  the 
rich  have  procured  their  wealtli  by  just  measures.  How 
many  owe  their  fortunes  to  the  sins  of  their  parents, 
how  many  more  to  their  own !  If  men's  titles  were  to 
be  tried  before  a  true  court  of  conscience,  where  false 
swearing  and  a  thousand  vile  artifices  (that  are  well 
known,  and  can  hardly  be  avoided  in  human  courts  of 
justice)  would  avail  nothing,  how  many  would  be 
ejected  with  infamy  and  disgrace !  How  many  grow 
considerable  by  breach  of  trust,  by  bribery  and  corrup- 
tion! how  many  have  sold  tiieir  religion,  with  the  rights 
and  liberties  of  themselves  and  others,  for  power  and 
employments ! 

And  it  is  a  mistake  to  think  that  ^e  most  hardened 
■inner,  wlio  oweth  his  possessions  or  titles  to  any  such 
wicked  arts  of  thieving,  can  have  true  peace  of  mind, 
under  the  reproaches  of  a  guilty  conscience,  and  amid 
the  cries  of  ruined  widows  and  orphans. 

I  know  not  one  real  advantage  that  the  rich  have 
over  the  poor  except  the  power  of  doing  good  to  others ; 
but  this  is  an  advantage  which  God  hath  not  given 
wicked  men  the  grace  to  make  use  of.  The  wealth 
acquired  by  evil  means  was  never  employed  to  good 
ends;  for  that  would  be  to  divide  the  kingdom  of 
Satan  against  itself.  Whatever  hath  been  gained  by 
fraud,  avarice,  oppression,  and  the  like,  must  be  pre- 
served and  increasied  by  the  same  methods. 

I  shall  add  but  one  thing  more  upon  this  head, 
which  I  hope  will  convince  you  that  God  (whose 
thoughts  are  not  as  our  thoughts)  never  intended  riches 
or  power  to  be  necessary  for  the  happiness  of  mankind  in 
this  life ;  because  it  is  certain  that  there  is  not  one  single 
good  quality  of  the  mind  absolutely  necessary  to  obtain 
them,  where  men  are  resolved  to  be  rich  at  any  rate ; 
neither  honour,  justice,  temperance,  wisdom,  religion, 
truth,  nor  learning :  for  a  slight  acquaintance  of  the 
world  will  inform  us,  that  there  have  been  many  instances 
of  men  in  all  ages  who  have  arrived  at  great  poasessinns 
and  great  dignities  by  cunning,  fraud,  or  flattery,  without 
any  of  these  or  any  other  virtues  that  can  be  named. 
Now  if  riches  and  grcatoess  were  such  blessings  that  good 
men  without  them  could  not  have  their  share  of  happiness 
in  tiiis  lift,  how  comethitto  pass  that  God  should  suffer 
them  to  be  often  dealt  to  the  worst  and  most  profligate 
of  mankind ;  that  they  should  be  generally  procured  by 
the  most  abominable  means,  and  applied  to  the  basest 
*Jid  most  wicked  uses  9    This  ought  not  to  be  conceived 


of  a  just,  a  merciful,  a  wise,  and  Almighty  Belnir. 
We  must  therefore  conclude  that  wealth  and  power  are 
in  their  own  nature  at  Ijest  but  things  indilTerent,  aud 
that  a  good  man  may  be  equally  happy  without  tlinn ; 
provided  that  he  hath  a  sufllciency  of  the  comnmii 
blessings  of  human  life  to  answer  all  the  reasonable  aitd 
virtuous  demands  of  nature,  which  his  industry  will 
provide,  and  sobriety  will  prevent  his  wanting. — Agur'i 
prayer,  with  the  reasons  of  his  wish,  are  full  to  this 
purpose :  "  Give  me  neither  poverty  nor  riches.  Feeii 
me  with  food  convenient  for  me;  lest  I  be  full  and 
deny  thee,  and  say,  *  Who  is  the  Lordf  or  leit  I  be 
poor,  and  steal,  and  take  the  name  of  my  God  in  vain." 

From  what  hath  been  said  I  shall,  in  the  second 
place,  offer  some  considerations  that  may  be  useful  for 
your  practice. 

And  here  I  shall  apply  myself  chiefly  to  those  of  the 
lower  sort,  for  whose  comfort  and  satis^ction  this  di«- 
course  is  principally  intended.  For  having  obsfrred 
the  great  tm  of  those  who  do  not  abound  in  wealth  to 
be  that  of  murmuring  and  repining,  that  God  hath 
dealt  his  blessings  unequally  to  the  sons  of  men,  I 
thought  it  would  be  of  great  use  to  remove  out  of  yfw 
minds  so  false  and  wicked  an  opinion,  by  showing  tlmt 
your  condition  is  really  happier  than  most  of  you 
imagine. 

Fini,  Therefore  it  hath  been  always  agreed  in  the 
world  that  the  present  happiness  of  mankind  consisted 
in  the  ease  of  our  body,  and  the  quiet  of  our  mind; 
but,  from  what  has  been  already  said,  it  plainly  app«n 
tlmt  neither  wealth  nor  power  do  in  any  sort  contribute 
to  either  of  these  two  blessings.  If,  on  tiie  contrary,  by 
multiplying  our  desires  they  increase  our  discontents; 
if  they  destroy  our  health,  gall  us  with  painful  dia'aseJ, 
and  shorten  our  life ;  if  they  expose  us  to  hatred,  to 
envy,  to  censure,  to  a  thousand  temptations,  it  is  not 
easy  to  see  why  a  wise  man  should  make  tbero  bi» 
choice  for  their  own  sake,  although  it  were  in  his  power. 
Would  any  of  you  who  are  in  health  and  strength  erf 
body,  with  moderate  food  and  raiment  earned  by  yotir 
own  labour,  rather  choose  to  be  in  the  rich  man's  bed 
under  the  torture  of  the  gout,  unable  to  take  yow 
natural  rest  or  natural  nourishment,  with  the  additional 
load  of  a  gtiilty  conscience  reproaching  you  for  injus- 
tice, oppressions,  covetousness,  and  fraud  ?  No ;  but 
you  would  take  the  riches  and  power,  and  lea^e 
behind  the  inconveniences  that  attend  them ;  and  » 
would  every  man  living.  But  that  is  more  than  our 
share,  and  God  never  intended  this  world  for  such  a 
place  of  rest  as  we  would  make  it ;  for  the  Scripture 
assureth  us  that  it  was  only  designed  as  a  place  (if 
trial.  Nothing  is  more  frequent  than  a  man  to  wisji 
himself  in  another's  condition,  yet  he  seldom  doth  it 
without  some  reserve ;  he  would  not  be  so  old,  he 
would  not  be  so  sickly,  he  would  not  be  so  cruel,  be 
would  not  be  so  insolent,  he  would  not  be  so  vicious,  he 
would  not  be  so  oppressive,  so  griping,  and  so  on. 
Whence  it  is  plain  that,  in  their  own  judgment,  men 
are  not  so  unequally  dealt  with  as  they  would  at  first 
sight  imagine ;  for  if  I  would  not  change  my  condition 
with  another  man  without  any  exception  or  reservation 
at  all,  1  am  in  reality  more  happy  tban  he. 

Secondly,  You  of  the  meaner  sort  are  subject  ti» 
fewer  temptations  than  the  rich,  and  therefore  your 
vices  are  more  unpardonable.  Labour  subdueth  your 
appetites  to  be  satisfied  with  common  things;  <he 
business  of  your  several  callings  filleth  up  your  whole 
time ;  9o  that  idleness,  which  is  the  bane  and  destmc- 
tion  of  virtue,  doth  not  lead  you  into  the  neti?hbour- 
hood  of  sin :  your  passions  are  cooler  by  not  being  in- 
flamed with  excess,  and  therefore  the  gate  and  the  way 
that  lead  to  life  are  not  so  strait  and  so  narrow  to  you 
as  to  those  who  live  among  all  the  allurements  to 
wickechiess.     To  serve  God  with  the  best  of  your  care 
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and  oiukntaiKling,  and  to  be  just  and  true  in  your 
dolingi,  is  the  ihoit  sum  of  your  duty,  and  will  be 
the  mof«  ftrictly  required  of  you  becaute  uotbing  lieth 
io  the  vaT  to  divert  you  from  it. 

Thrdlify  It  is  plain  from  what  1  have  sud  that'  you 
of  the  lower  rank  bare  no  just  reascm  to  complain  of 
Toor  cooditiflQ ;  because,  as  you  plainly  see,  it  affordeth 
joQ  to  many  adrantagcs,  and  frceth  you  from  so  many 
Tezatiooiy  n  many  distempers,  both  of  body  and  mind, 
vhkh  punue  and  torment  the  rich  and  powerful. 

FmrtUff  You  are  to  remember  and  apply,  that  die 
poisert  poion  is  not  excused  from  doing  good  to  others^ 
and  ercQ  idiering  the  wants  of  his  dlstreMed  neigh* 
iwur,  according  to  his  abilities ;  and  if  you  perform 
jinar  duty  in  this  point,  you  far  outdo  the  greatest 
libenlitief  of*  the  rich,  and  will  accordingly  be 
accepted  of  by  God  and  get  your  reward :  lor  it  is  our 
Sariour'9  own  doctrine  when  the  widow  gave  her  two 
mito.  The  rich  give  oat  of  their  abundance ;  that  is 
tb  atT,  wbat  they  girt  they  do  not  feel  it  in  their  way 
of  lirtDf ;  but  the  poor  man  who  giveth  out  of  his 
little  fttick,  muat  spare  it  from  the  necesnry  food  and 
laiinarf  of  hiooself  and  his  &mily.  And  therefore  our 
Sarioor  adds,  ^  That  the  widow  gave  more  tlian  all 
who  went  before  her,  ibr  she  gave  all  she  had,  cnren  all 
ber  liriog,**  and  so  went  home  utterly  unprovided  to 
Bpply  her  necessities. 

Leitfy,  As  it  appearetk  from  what  hath  been  said, 
that  joQ  in  the  lower  rank  hare  in  reality  a  greater 
tbuc  of  happiness,  your  work  of  salvation  is  easier  by 
ywa  being  liable  to  fewer  temptations ;  and  as  your 
rnrard  in  heaven  is  much  more  certain  than  it  is  to 
*fae  rich  if  you  seriously  perform  your  duty,  for  yours 
i«  ^  kingdom  of  heaven :  so  your  neglect  of  it  will 
U  leia  excusable,  wrill   meet  with  fewer  allowances 
fivim  God,  and  will  be  punished  with  double  stripes ; 
t'cr  tlte  most  unknowing  among  you  cannot  plead 
ijtioraace  of  what  you  have  been  so  early  taught,  I 
Irape  to  often  inslnicted  in,  and  which  is  so  easy  to  be 
vMlenlood,  I  mean  the  art  of  leading  a  life  agreeable 
V)  Utt  pUin  md  poaitive  laws  of  God.     Perh^  you 
nay  think  you  be  nnder  one  disadvantage  which  the 
great  lad  rich  have  not,  that  idleness  will  certainly 
'vduct  yoa  to  beggary ;  whereas  those  who  abwmd  in 
ve^tli  tie  under   no  necesiity  either  of  labour  or 
triDpaaiiee  to  keep  enough  to  live  on.     But  this  is 
ndetd  ow  pert  of  your  happiness,  that  the  lowness  of 
jiiur  coodition  in  a  manner  furceth  you  to  what  is 
pl^aiin;  to  God  and  necessary  for  your  daily  support. 
^^  your  doty  and  interest  are  always  the  same. 

To  coodnde :  Since  our  blessed  Lord,  instead  of  a 
^  sod  honourable  station  in  this  world,  was  pleased 
tn  cboofe  hia  lot  among  men  of  the  lower  condition, 
1h  Mt  thoie  CO  whom  the  bounty  of  Providence  hath 
^"■dowed  weallb  and  honours  despise  the  men  who 
^n  placed  in  a  bumble  and  inferior  station ;  but  rather 
«itb  their  utmost  power,  by  their  countenance,  by  their 
rrncction,  by  ji«t  payment  of  their  honest  labour, 
nconrsge  dteir  daily  endeavours  for  the  virtuous  sup- 
purt  of  diemselves  and  their  families.  On  the  other 
^^»ai,  let  the  poor  labour  to  provide  things  honest  in 
*W  ftitfat  of  all  men ;  and  so,  with  diligence  in  their 
^nal  cnploymenta,  live  soberly,  righbeoualy,  and 
(cdlilj  in  this  present  world,  that  they  may  obtain  that 
iW)(iua  rewara  promised  in  the  gospel  to  the  poor,  I 
BHan  the  kingdom  of  heaven. 

Nov  to  God  the  Father,  the  Son,  and  Holy  Ghost, 
be  piaiaea  for  ever  and  ever.     Amen. 


SERMON  THE  NINTH. 


ON  THE  CAUSES  OF  THE  WRETCHED  CONDITION 

OF  IRELAND.* 
FSALM  CXLIV.  13,  II. 

That  then  be  no  compUnning  in  our  ttreett.     Happy  «r 
tht  people  that  U  in  Much  a  case. 

It  is  a  very  melancholy  reflection  that  such  a  country 
as  ours,  which  is  capable  of  producing  all  things  neces- 
sary and  most  things  convenient  for  life,  sufficient  for 
the  support  of  four  times  the  number  of  its  inhabitants, 
should  yet  lie  under  the  heaviest  load  of  misery  and 
want;  our  streets  crowded  with  l^eggars,  so  many  of 
our  lower  sort  of  tradesmen,  labourers,  and  artificers 
not  able  to  find  clothes  and  food  fur  their  families. 

I  think  it  may  ^erefore  be  of  some  use  to  lay  before 
you  the  chief  causes  of  this  wretched  condition  we  are 
in,  and  then  it  will  be  easier  to  assign  what  remedies 
are  in  our  |X)wer  toward  removing  at  least  some  ^lart 
of  these  evils. 

For  it  is  ever  to  be  lamented  that  we  lie  under 
many  disadvantages,  not  by  our  own  faults,  which  ore 
peculiar  to  ourselves,  and  of  which  no  other  nation 
under  heaven  hadi  any  reason  to  complain. 

I  shall  therefore  first  mention  some  causes  of  our 

miseries,  which  I  doubt  are  not  to  be  remedied,  until 

.  God  shall  put  it  into  the  hearts  of  those  who  are  the 

stronger  to  allow  us  the  common  rights  and  privileges 

of  brethren,  fellow-subjects,  and  even  of  mankind. 

The  first  cause  of  our  misery  is  the  intolerable 
harddiips  we  lie  under  in  every  branch  of  trade,  by 
which  we  are  become  as  hewera  of  wood  and  drawers 
of  water  to  our  rigorous  neighbours. 

The  second  cause  of  our  miserable  state  is  the 
folly,  the  vanity,  and  ingratitude  of  those  vast  num- 
bers who  think  themselves  too  good  to  live  in  the  country 
which  gave  them  birth,  and  still  gives  them  bread ; 
and  mther  choose  to  pass  their  days  and  coiisume 
their  wealth,  and  dmw  out  the  very  vitals  of  their 
mother  kingdom,  amongthose  who  heartily  despise  them. 
These  I  have  but  lightly  touched  on,  because  I  fear 
they  are  not  to  be  r^rened ;  and  besides,  I  am  very 
sensible  ^how  ready  some  people  are  to  take  offence  at 
the  honest  truth;  and  (or  that  reason  I  shall  omit 
several  other  grievances  under  which  we  are  long  likely 
to  groan. 

1  shall  therefore  go  on  to  relate  some  other  causes 
of  this  nation*s  poverty,  by  which,  if  they  continue 
much  longer-,  it  must  infallibly  sink  to  utter  ruin. 

The  first  is,  that  monstrous  pride  and  vanity  in  both 
sexes,  especially  the  weaker  sex,  who  in  the  midst  of 
poverty  are  suffered  to  rtin  into  all  kind  of  expense 
and  extravagance  in  dress ;  and  particularly  priding 
themselves  to  wear  nothing  but  what  cometh  from 
abroad,  disdaining  the  growth  or  manufacture  of  their 
own  country,  in  those  articles  with  which  they  can'  be 
better  served  at  home  at  half  the  expense ;  and  this  is 
grown  to  such  a  height,  that  they  will  carry  the  whole 
yearly  rent  of  a  good  estate  at  once  on  their  body. 
And  as  there  is  in  that  sex  a  spirit  of  envy,  by  which 
they  cannot  endure  to  see  others  in  a  better  habit  than 
themselves,  so  those  whose  fortunes  can  hardly  stipport 
tlieir  families  in  the  necessaries  of  life  will  needs  vie 
widi  the  richest  and  greatest  among  us,  to  the  ruin  of 
themselves  and  their  posterity. 

Neither  are  the  men  less  guilty  of  this  pernicious 
folly,  who,  in  imitation  of  a  gaudiness  and  foppery  of 
dress  introduced  of  late  years  into  our  neighbouring 
kingdom,  (as  fouls  are  apt  to  imitate  only  the  defects 
of  their  betters,)  cannot  find  materials  in  their  own  cuun- 
try  worthy  to  adorn  their  bodies  of  clay,  whUe  their 
minds  are  naked  of  every  valuable  quality. 

"  This  ii  not  properly  a  i«>nnoQ,  but  apolitical  diaiertation, 
and  it  ia  worthy  of  the  subject  and  the  author. 
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Thas  oor  tradesmen  and  shopkeepers  who  deal  in 
home  goods  are  left  in  a  starving  condition,  and  only 
those  encouraged  who  ruin  the  kingdom  by  importing 
among  us  foreign  vanities. 

Another  cause  of  our  low  condition  is  our  great 
luxury  ;  the  chief  support  of  which  is  the  materi^s  of 
it  brought  to  the  nation  in  exchange  for  the  few  valu- 
able things  left  us,  whereby  so  many  thousand  families 
want  the  very  necessaries  of  life. 

Vwrdhf^  In  most  parts  of  this  kingdom  the  natives 
are  from  their  infancv  so  given  up  to  idleness  and 
sloth  that  they  oAen  choose  to  beg  or  steal,  rather  than 
support  themselves  with  their  own  labour ;  they  marry 
without  the  least  view  or  thought  of  being  able  to 
make  any  provision  for  their  families ;  and  whereas, 
in  all  industrious  nations,  children  are  looked  on  as  a 
help  to  their  parents,  with  us,  for  want  of  being  early 
trained  to  work,  they  are  an  intolerable  burden  at  home, 
and  a  grievous  charge  upon  the  pt^lic  ;  as  anpeareth 
from  the  vast  number  of  ragged  and  naked  children  in 
town  and  country,  led  about  by  strolling  women, 
trained  up  in  ignorance,  and  all  manner  of  vice. 

Z.a#//y,  A  great  cause  of  this  nation's  misery  is,  that 
Egyptian  bondage  of  cruel,  oppressing,  covetous  land- 
lords ;  expecting  that  all  who  live  under  them  should 
make  bricks  widiout  straw ;  who  grieve  and  envy  when 
they  see  a  tenant  of  their  own  in  a  whole  coat,  or  able  , 
to  afford  one  comfortable  meal  in  a  month ;  by  which 
the  spirits  of  the  people  are  broken  and  made  fit  for 
slavery  :  the  farmers  and  cottagers  almost  through  the 
whole  kingdom  being,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as 
real  beggars  as  any  of  those  to  whom  we  give  our  cha- 
rity in  the  streets.  And  these  cruel  landlords  are  every 
day  unpeopling  the  kingdom,  by  forbidding  their 
miserable  tenants  to  till  the  earth,  against  common 
reason  and  justice,  and  contrary  to  the  practice  and 
prudence  of  all  other  nations;  by  which  numberless 
families  have  been  forced  either  to  leave  the  kingdom, 
or  stroll  about  and  increase  the  number  of  our  thieves 
and  beggars. 

Such  and  much  worse  is  our  condition  at  present, 
if  I  had  leisure  or  liberty  to  lay  it  before  you ;  and 
therefore,  the  next  thing  which  might  be  considered  is, 
whetlier  there  may  be  any  probable  remedy  found,  at 
least  against  some  part  of  these  evils ,  for  most  of  them 
are  wholly  desperate. 

But  this  being  too  large  a  subject  to  be  now  handled, 
and  the  intent  of  my  discourse  confining  me  to  give 
some  directions  concerning  the  poor  of  the  city,  I  shall 
keep  myself  within  those  limits.  It  is  indeed  in  the 
power  of  the  lawgivers  to  found  a  school  in  every  parish 
of  the  kingdom  for  teaching  the  meaner  and  poorer 
sort  of  children  to  speak  and  to  read  the  English  tongue, 
and  to  provide  a  reasonable  maintenance  for  the  teachers. 
This  would  in  time  abolish  that  part  of  barbarity  and 
ignorance  for  which  our  natives  are  so  despised  by  all 
foreigners ;  this  would  bring  them  to  think  and  act 
according  to  the  rules  of  reason,  by  which  a  spirit  of 
industry,  and  thrift,  and  honesty  would  be  introduced 
among  them.  And  indeed,  considering  how  small  a 
tax  would  suflSce  for  such  a  work,  it  is  a  public  scandal 
that  such  a  thing  should  never  have  been  endeavoured, 
or  perhaps  so  much  as  tliought  on. 

To  supply  the  want  of  such  a  law,  several  pious  per^ 
sons  in  many  parts  of  this  kingdom  have  oeen  pre- 
vailed on,  by  the  great  endeavours  and  good  example 
set  them  by  the  clergy,  to  erect  charity-schools  in  seve- 
ral parishes,  to  which  very  often  tlie  richest  parishioners 
contribute  the  least.  In  those  schoob  children  are,  or 
ought  to  be,  trained  up  to  read  and  write  and  cast  ac- 
counts ;  and  these  children  should,  if  poasible,  he  of 
honest  parents,  gone  to  decay  through  age,  sickness,  or 
other  unavoidable  calamity,  by  tlie  hand  of  God ;  not 
the  brood  of  wicked  strollers;  for  it  is  by  no  means 


reasonable  that  the  charity  of  well^indined  propW 
should  be  applied  to  encourage  the  lewdness  of  tb(« 
profligate,  abandoned  women,  who  crowd  our  itrevti 
with  their  borrowed  or  spurious  issue. 

In  those  hospitals  which  have  good  foundations  and 
rents  to  support  them,  whereof,  to  the  scandal  of  Chrii- 
tianity,  there  are  very  few  in  this  kii^om ;  1  tsy,  in 
such  hospitals,  the  children  maintained  ought  lo  be 
only  of  decayed  citizens  and  freemen,  and  be  hred  op 
to  good  trades.      But  in  these  small  parish  cbaiitr- 
schools,  which  have  no  support  but  the  casual  good- 
will of  charitable  people,  I  do  altogether  disapprove 
the  custom  of  putting  the  children  apprentice  except  to 
the  very  meanest  bades ;   otherwise  the  poor  hotint 
citixen,  who  is  just  able  to  bring  up  his  child,  and  pays 
small  sum  of  money  with  him  to  a  good  master,  ii 
wholly  defeated,  and  the  bastard  issue,  perhaps  of  some 
beggar,  preferred  before  him.    And  hence  we  come  to 
be  so  overstocked  with  apprentices  and  jouraeytneD, 
more  than  our  discouraged  country  can  employ  ;  aud 
I  fear  the  greatest  part  of  our  thieves,  pickpockets,  and 
other  vagabonds  are  of  tins  number. 

Therefore,  in  order  to  make  these  parish  cfaaritT- 
schools  of  great  and  universal  use,  I  agree  with  tbe 
opinion  of  many  wise  persons,  that  a  new  turn  sbuold 
be  given' to  this  whole  matter. 

I  think  there  is  no  complaint  more  just  tiian  what 
we  find  in  almost  every  family,  of  the  folly  and  )pii»> 
ranee,  the  fraud  and  knavery,  the  idleness  and  vicii  us- 
ness,  the  wasteful  squandering  temper  of  servants,  vho 
are,  indeed,  become  one  of  the  many  public  grievancM 
of  tbe  kingdom ;  whereof,  I  believe,  there  are  few  nuu> 
ters  that  now  hear  me  who  are  not  convinced  by  their 
own  experience.  And  I  am  very  confident  4hat  mon 
families,  of  all  degrees,  have  beoi  mined  by  tbe  c«>r 
ruptioxi  of  servants,  than  by  all  other  causes  put  to- 
gether. Neither  is  this  to  be  wondered  at,  when  «^ 
consider  from  what  nurseries  so  many  of  them  aH 
received  into  our  houses.  The  first  is  the  tribe  c^ 
wicked  boys,  wherewith  most  comers  of  this  town  ax\ 
pestered,  who  haunt  public  doora.  These,  having 
been  bom  of  beggars,  and  bred  to  pilfer  as  sotu  aj 
they  can  go  or  speak,  as  years  come  on,  are  employ H 
in  the  lowest  oflSces  to  get  themselves  bread,  are  praei 
tised  in  all  maimer  of  villatiy,  and  when  they  4.1 
grown  up,  if  tliey  are  not  entertained  in  a  gan^r  0 
thieves,  are  forced  to  seek  for  a  service.  The  o6« 
nursery  is  the  barbarous  and  desert  part  of  the  ooiuntr| 
from  whence  such  lads  come  up  hither  to  •e«'k  the  1 
fortunes,  who  are  bred  up  from  the  dungbill  in  i<i]< 
ness,  ignorance,  lying,  and  thieving.  From  these  tw 
nurseries,  I  say,  a  great  number  of  our  aervanu  con 
to  us,  sufficient  to  corrupt  all  the  real.  Thus  il 
whole  race  of  servants  in  this  kingdom  have  gotten  1 
ill  a  reputation,  that  some  persons  from  Englan 
come  over  hither  into  great  stations,  are  said  to  Ka^ 
absolutely  refused  admitting  any  servant  bom  amoi 
us  into  Uieir  families.  Neither  can  they  be  jtui 
blamed;  for,  although  it  is  not  impoaaible  to  find  1 
honest  native  fit  for  a  good  service,  yet  the  inquiry 
too  troublesome,  and  the  hasard  too  great,  fotr  a  straw 
to  attempt. 

If  we  consider  the  many  misfortunes  that  befall  ji 
vate  families,  it  will  be  found  that  aerraiits  are  \ 
causes  and  instruments  of  them  all.     Are  o«ir  inx 
embezzled,  wasted,  and  destroyed  f  is  our  house  l>u 
to  the  ground  9  it  is  by  the  sloth,  the   drunk enncm, 
the  villany  of  servants.     Are  we  robbed  suid  murdt*] 
in  our  beds?  it  is  by  confederacy  with   our   aervu 
Are  we  engaged  in  quarrels  and  miaunderataiKl 
with  our  neighbours?  these  were  all    be'gun  aud 
flamed  by  the  false,  malicious  tongues  of  our  serva: 
Are  the  secrets  of  our  families  betrayevi,  ai>d  evtl 
pute  spread  of  us?  our  servants  were  the  authors. 
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bhitoma  riie  up  against  usf  (an  eril  too  frequent 

iotbeouiitiy)— tkey  oare  beeaa  tampering  with  our 

lemaii.   Do  our  diildren   discoTer  folly,   malice, 

friJe,  ottdtj,  rerenge,  undutifulnen  in  their  words 

lad  jctionif  sn  tbey  seduced  to  lewdness  or  scandal- 

bOi  mimagei?  it  is  all  by  our  servants.     Nay,  the 

itfj  miiUkei,  follies^  blunders,   and  absurdities  of 

Uw  io  our  lenrice  are  able  to  ruffle  and  discompose 

6e  miideit  nature^  and  ajne  often  of  such  consequence 

M  tj  put  vbole  families  into  confusion. 

Sioce,  therefore,  not  only  our  domestic  peace  and 

qcid,  aod  the  welfare  of  our  children,  but  even  the 

rerjafrty  of  our  livei^  reputations,  and  fortunes,  have 

fc>  (Tot  a  dependence  upon  the  choice  of  our  servants, 

I  tbink  it  vmld  well  become  the  wisdom  of  the  nation 

^  ouke  loffle  provision  in  so  important  an  affair.    But 

4i  tfie  maa  time,  and  perhaps  to  better  purpose,  it  were 

« W  wiibcd  that  the  chilclren  of  botn  sexes,  enter- 

^*i  in  tiie  parish  charity-schools,  were  bred  up  in 

taiimiaKr  as  would  give  them  a  teachable  dis* 

(«>ttfn»  aad  qualify  them  to  learn  whatever  is  required 

Q  ur  «rt  of  service.     For  instance^  they  should  be 

:u|k  to  read  and  write,  to  know  somewhat  in  casting 

ttfA&M^  to  andeistand  the  principles  of  religion,  to 

fr-ctM  clcanlinesi^  to  get  a  spirit  of  honesty,  industry, 

iMuixift,  lod  be  severely  punished  for  every  neglect  in 

!•  J  of  these  particulait.     For  it  is  the  misfortune  of 

A^id  that,  if  they  are  not  used  to  be  taught  in  their 

irij  childhood  whereby  to  acquire  what  I  call  a 

'■arUUe  disposition,    they   cannot,    without    great 

<•  Acuity,  Itua  the  easiest  thing  in  the  course  of  their 

^*^  hat  sre  always  awkward  and  unhandy;  their 

I.  '^  If  ^\  „  bodies,  for  want  of  early  practice, 

r«f  tag  itiiT  and  unmanageable ;  as  we  observe  in  the 

^  »f  gentlemen  who,  kept  from  school  by  the  in> 

b'«}jToee  of  their  parents  but  a  few  years,  are  never 

»"-  to  reeovcr  the  time  tbey  have  lost,  and  grow  up 

^  f&«aiioe  and  all  manner  of  vice,  whereof  we  have 

*  -utiT  examples  all  over  the  nation.     But  to  return 

*'Vtat  I  was  saying  :  if  these  charity  children  were 

'^'«i  up  in  the  manner  I  mentioned,  and  then  bound 

*¥ukcs  in  the  families  of  gentlemen  and  citizens, 

'•*  liiich  a  late  law  giveth  great  encouragement,) 

'  4  Kcnstomed  from  their  first  entrance  to  be  always 

^^  loaie  useful  thing,  they  would  learn  in   a 

^^'^aofethan  another,  without  those  advantages, 

'^'  ^  ina  year ;  and  in  the  mean  time,  be  very  useful 

;*fiai]y,  as  far  as  their  age  and  strength  would 

*^'*-   And  when  such  children  come  to  years  of  dis- 

''*'*4  they  will  probably  be  a  useful  example  to 

''/KW-servants;  at  least  they  will  prove  a  strons 

'"'-^  upon  the  rtet;  for  1  suppose  everybody  will 

>  -w  ihit  one  good,  honest,  diligent  servant   in  a 

*  -*  Bay  mcvcot   abundance  of  mischief  in    the 

^^  V*  the  reasons  for  which  I  urge  this  matter  so 
'•'Mpr  sod  I  hope  those  who  listen  to  me  will  con- 

'  itiMl  BOW  say  something  about  that  great  number 
^  Mr  whoy  under  the  name  of  common  beggars, 
-'*  «v  meslB,  and  fill  our  ears  with  their  continual 
"'v  md  CRsvii^  importunity.     This  I  shall  venture 

^  u  Qoaeeeaary  evil,  brought  upon  us  from  the 

^*  Qci^Uct  aad  want  of  proper  management  in  those 

*^«  duty  it  is  to  prevent  it.     But  Iwfure  I  proceed 

•''A^,  let  ne  humUy  presume  to  vindicate  the  justice 

!»•  noty  of  God,  and  bis  dealings  with  mankind. 

•  xa  tab  particular  he  hath  not  d^t  so  hardly  with 
-'  nitom  as  some  would  imagine,  when  they  see 
I  «<uy  miseahU  objects  ready  to  perish  for  want; 
'--  V  would  infallibly  be  found,  upon  strict  inquirv, 
•«-'  fme  k  hardly  one  in  twenty  of  those  miserable 
'  y^  who  do  not  owe  dieir  present  poverty  to  their 
••t  inlta»  to  tbdir  pnseot  sloth  and  negligence,  to 


their  indiscreet  marriage  without  the  least  prospect  of 
supporting  a  family,  to  their  foolish  expensiveness,  to 
their  drunkenness  and  other  vices,  by  which  they  have 
squandered  their  gettings,  and  contracted  diseases  in 
their  old  age.  And  to  speak  freely,  is  it  any  way 
reasonable  or  just  that  those  who  have  denied  them- 
selves many  lawful  satisfactions  and  conveniences  of 
life,  from  a  principle  of  conscience  as  well  as  prudence, 
that  they  might  not  be  a  burden  to  the  public,  should 
be  charged  with  supporting  others,  who  have  brought 
themselves  to  less  than  a  morsel  of  bread  by  their 
idleness,  extravagance,  and  vice  i  Yet  such,  and  no 
other,  are  far  the  greatest  number  not  only  of  those 
who  beg  in  our  streets,  but  even  of  wliat  we  call  poor 
decayed  housekeepers,  whom  we  are  apt  to  pity  as  real 
objects  of  charity,  and  distinguish  them  from  common 
beggars,  although,  in  truth,  they  both  owe  their  un- 
doing to  the  same  causes;  only  the  former  are  too 
nicely  bred  to  endure  walking  half  naked  in  the  streets, 
or  too  proud  to  own  their  wants.  For  the  artificer  or 
other  tradesman,  who  pleadelh  he  is  grown  too  old  to 
work  or  look  after  business,  and  therefore  expecteth 
assistance  as  a  decayed  housekeeper ;  may  we  not  ask 
him  why  he  did  not  take  care,  in  his  youth  and 
strength  of  days,  to  make  some  provision  against 
old  age,  when  he  saw  so  many  examples  before  him  of 
people  undone  by  their  idleness  and  vicious  extrava- 
gance? And  to  go  a  little  higher,  whence  cometh  it 
3iat  so  many  citizens  and  shopkeepers,  of  the  most 
creditable  trade,  who  once  made  a  good  figure,  go  to 
decay  by  their  expensive  pride  and  vanrcy,  affectiug  to 
educate  and  dress  their  children  above  their  abilities, 
or  the  state  of  life  they  ought  to  expect  f 

However,  since  the  best  of  us  Lave  too  many  in* 
firmities  to  answer  for,  we  ought  not  to  be  severe  upon 
those  of  others ;  and  therefore,  if  our  brother,  through 
grief,  or  sickness,  or  other  incapacity,  is  not  in  a  con- 
dition to  preserve  his  being,  we  ought  to  support  him 
to  the  best  of  our  power,  without  reflectmg  over 
seriously  on  the  causes  that  brought  him  to  his  misery. 
But  in  order  to  this,  and  to  turn  our  charity  into  its 
proper  channel,  we  ought  to  consider  who  and  where 
those  objects  are  whom  it  is  chiefly  incumbent  upon 
us  to  support 

By  the  ancient  law  of  tliis  realm,  still  in  force,  every 
pari^  is  obliged  to  maintain  its  own  poor;  which, 
although  some  may  think  to  be  not  very  equal,  because 
many  parishes  are  very  rich,  and  have  few  poor  among 
them,  and  others  the  contrary ;  yet  I  think  may  be 
justly  defended :  for  as  to  remote  country  parishes,  in 
the  desert  part  of  the  kingdom,  the  necessaries  of  life 
are  there  so  cheap,  that  the  infirm  poor  may  be  pro- 
vided for  with  little  burden  to  the  inhabitants.  But 
in  what  I  am  going  to  say,  I  shall  confine  myself  only 
to  this  city ;  where  we  are  overrun  not  only  with  our 
own  poor,  but  with  a  far  greater  number  from  every 
part  of  the  nation.  Now  I  say,  this  evil  of  being  en- 
cumbered with  90  many  foreign  beggars,  who  have 
not  the  least  title  to  our  charity,  and  whom  it  is  im- 
possible for  us  to  sup|)ort,  may  be  easily  remedied,  if 
the  government  of  this'  city,  in  conjunction  with  the 
clergy  and  parish  officers,  would  think  it  worth  their 
care ;  and  I  am  sure  few  things  deserve  it  better.  For 
if  every  parish  would  take  a  list  of  those  begging  poor 
which  properly  belong  to  it,  and  compel  each  of  them 
to  wear  a  badge,  marked  and  numbered,  so  as  to  be 
seen  and  known  by  all  they  meet,  and  confine  them  to 
beg  within  the  limits  of  their  own  parisli,  severely 
punishing  them  when  they  offend,  and  driving  out  aU 
mterlopers  from  oUier  parishes,  we  could  then  make 
a  computation  of  their  numbers;  and  the  strollers 
from  toe  country  being  driven  away,  the  remainder 
would  not  be  too  many  for  the  charity  of  those 
who  pass  by  to  maintain ;  neither  would  any  beggarj 
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Thus  our  tradennen  and  shopkeepers  who  deal  in 
home  goodB  are  left  in  a  starving  condition,  and  only 
those  encouraged  who  ruin  the  kingdom  hy  importing 
among  us  foreign  vanities. 

Another  cause  of  our  low  condition  is  our  great 
luxury ;  the  chief  support  of  which  is  the  materials  of 
it  brought  to  the  nation  in  exchange  for  the  few  valu- 
able things  left  us,  whereby  so  many  thousand  families 
want  the  very  necessaries  of  life. 

VUrdfy,  In  most  parts  of  this  kingdom  the  natives 
are  from  their  infancy  so  given  up  to  idleness  and 
sloth  that  they  often  choose  to  beg  or  steal,  rather  than 
support  themselves  with  their  own  labour ;  they  marry 
witnout  the  least  view  or  thought  of  being  able  to 
make  any  provuion  for  their  families ;  and  whereas, 
in  all  industrious  nations,  children  are  looked  on  as  a 
help  to  their  Barents,  with  us,  for  want  of  being  early 
trained  to  work,  they  are  an  intolerable  burden  at  home, 
and  a  grievous  charge  upon  the  ptdjlic  ;  as  appeareth 
from  the  vast  number  of  ragged  and  naked  children  in 
town  and  country,  led  about  by  strolling  women, 
trained  up  in  ignorance,  and  all  manner  of  vice. 

Lattfyy  A  great  cause  of  this  nation's  misery  is,  that 
Egyptian  bondage  of  cruel,  oppressing,  covetous  laud- 
lords  ;  expecting  that  all  who  live  under  them  should 
make  bricks  wiSiout  straw ;  who  grieve  and  envy  when 
they  see  a  tenant  of  their  own  in  a  whole  coat,  or  able  , 
to  afford  one  comfortable  meal  in  a  month ;  by  which 
the  spirits  of  the  people  are  broken  and  made  fit  for 
slavery  :  the  farmers  and  cottagers  almost  through  the 
whole  kingdom  being,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as 
real  b^gars  as  any  of  those  to  whom  we  give  our  cha- 
rity in  the  streets.  And  these  cruel  landlords  are  every 
day  unpeopling  the  kingdom,  by  forbidding  their 
miserable  tenants  to  till  the  earth,  against  common 
reason  and  justice,  and  contrary  to  the  practice  and 
prudence  of  all  other  nations;  by  which  numberless 
families  have  been  forced  either  to  leave  the  kingdom, 
or  stroll  about  and  increase  the  number  of  our  thieves 
and  beggars. 

Such  and  much  worse  is  our  condition  at  present, 
if  I  had  leisure  or  liberty  to  lay  it  before  you ;  and 
therefore,  tlie  next  thing  which  might  be  considered  is, 
whether  there  may  be  any  probable  remedy  found,  at 
least  against  some  part  of  these  evils ,  for  most  of  them 
are  wholly  desperate. 

But  this  being  too  large  a  subject  to  be  now  handled, 
and  the  intent  of  my  discourse  confining  me  to  give 
some  directions  concerning  the  poor  of  the  city,  i  dball 
keep  myself  within  those  limits.  It  is  indeed  in  the 
power  of  the  lawgivers  to  found  a  school  in  every  parish 
of  the  kingdom  for  teaching  the  meaner  and  poorer 
sort  of  children  to  speak  and  to  read  the  English  tongue, 
and  to  provide  a  reasonable  maintenance  for  the  teachers. 
This  would  in  time  abolish  that  part  of  barbarity  and 
ignorance  for  which  our  natives  are  so  despised  by  all 
foreigners ;  this  would  bring  them  to  think  and  act 
according  to  the  rules  of  reason,  by  which  a  spirit  of 
industry,  and  thrift,  and  honesty  would  be  introduced 
among  them.  And  indeed, , considering  how  small  a 
tax  would  suffice  for  such  a  work,  it  is  a  public  scandal 
that  such  a  thing  should  never  have  been  endeavoured, 
or  perhaps  so  much  as  thought  on. 

To  supply  the  want  of  such  a  law,  several  pious  per- 
sons in  many  parts  of  this  kingdom  have  been  pre- 
vailed on,  by  the  great  endeavours  and  good  example 
set  Uiem  by  the  clergy,  to  erect  charity-schools  in  seve- 
ral parishes,  to  which  very  often  the  richest  parishioners 
contribute  the  least.  In  those  schoob  children  are,  or 
ought  to  be,  trained  up  to  read  and 'write  and  cast  ac- 
counts ;  and  these  children  should,  if  possible,  be  of 
honest  parents,  gone  to  decay  through  age,  sickness,  or 
other  unavoidable  calamity,  by  the  hand  of  God ;  not 
the  brood  of  wicked  strollers;  for  it  is  by  no  means 


reasonable  that  the  charity  of  well>inclined  people 
should  be  applied  to  encourage  the  lewdness  of  thoie 
profligate,  abandoned  women,  who  crowd  our  streets 
with  their  borrowed  or  spurious  issue. 

In  those  hospitals  which  have  good  foundations  md 
rents  to  support  them,  whereof,  to  the  scandal  of  Chria- 
tianity,  there  are  very  few  in  this  kingdom ;  I  say,  m 
such  hospitals,  the  children  maintained  ought  to  be 
only  of  decayed  citizens  and  freemen,  and  be  bred  up 
to  good  trades.  But  in  these  small  parish  charity- 
schools,  which  have  no  support  but  the  casual  good- 
will of  charitable  people,  I  do  altogether  disapprove 
the  custom  of  putting  the  children  apprentice  except  to 
the  voy  meanest  trades ;  otherwise  the  poor  houeat 
citiien,  who  is  just  able  to  bring  up  his  child,  and  pays 
small  sum  of  money  with  him  to  a  good  master,  b 
wholly  defeated,  and  the  bastard  issue,  periiaps  of  lone 
beggar,  preferred  before  him.  And  hence  we  come  to 
be  so  overstocked  with  apprentices  and  jouroeymrn, 
more  than  our  discouraged  country  can  employ ;  atid 
I  fear  the  greatest  part  of  our  thieves,  pickpockets,  and 
other  vagabonds  are  of  this  number. 

Therefore,  in  order  to  make  these  parish  charity* 
schools  of  great  and  universal  use,  I  agree  with  the 
opinion  of  many  wise  persons,  that  a  new  turn  should 
be  given' to  this  whole  matter. 

I  think  there  is  no  complaint  more  just  than  what 
we  find  in  almost  every  family,  of  the  folly  and  igno- 
rance, the  fraud  and  knavery,  the  idleness  and  vicious- 
ness,  the  wasteful  squandering  temper  of  servants,  vho 
are,  indeed,  become  one  of  the  many  public  grieTances 
of  the  kingdom ;  whereof,  I  believe,  there  are  few  mas- 
ters that  now  hear  me  who  are  not  convinced  by  their 
own  experience.  And  I  am  very  confident  4hat  more 
families,  of  all  degrees,  have  beoi  ruined  by  the  cfl^ 
ruptiou  of  servants,  than  by  all  other  causes  put  to- 
gether. Neither  is  this  to  be  wondered  at,  wneo  we 
consider  from  what  nurseries  so  many  of  them  are 
received  into  our  houses.  The  first  is  the  tribe  of 
wicked  boys,  wherewith  most  comers  of  this  town  are 
pestered,  who  haunt  public  doors.  These,  having 
been  bom  of  beggars,  and  bred  to  pilfer  as  soon  ai 
they  can  go  or  speak,  as  years  come  on,  are  employed 
in  tiie  lowest  offices  to  get  themselves  bread,  are  prac- 
tised in  all  manner  of  villany,  and  when  they  are 
grown  up,  if  tliey  are  not  entertained  in  a  gang  of 
diieves,  are  forced  to  seek  for  a  service.  The  other 
nursery  is  the  barbarous  and  desert  part  of  the  coantiy 
from  whence  such  lads  come  up  hither  to  seek  their 
fortunes,  who  are  bred  up  from  the  dunghill  in  idle- 
ness, ignorance,  lying,  and  thieving.  From  these  two 
nurseries,  I  say,  a  great  immber  of  our  servants  cooie 
to  us,  sufficient  to  corrupt  all  the  rest.  Thus  the 
whole  race  of  servants  in  this  kingdom  have  gotten  so 
ill  a  reputation,  that  some  persons  from  England, 
come  over  hither  into  great  stations,  are  said  to  hare 
absolutely  refused  admitting  any  servant  bom  among 
us  into  itkeir  families.  Neither  can  they  be  justly 
blamed;  for,  although  it  is  not  impossible  to  find  sp 
honest  native  fit  for  a  good  service,  yet  the  inquiry  is 
too  troublesome,  and  the  haiard  too  great,  for  a  stranger 
to  attempt. 

If  we  consider  the  many  misfortunes  that  befall  pn* 
vate  families,  it  will  be  found  that  servants  are  the 
causes  and  instruments  of  tliem  all.  Are  our  goodi 
embezzled,  wasted,  and  destroyed?  is  our  house  bonit 
to  the  ground  ?  it  is  by  the  sloth,  the  drankenness«  or 
the  villany  of  servants.  Are  we  robbed  and  murdered 
in  our  beds?  it  is  by  confederacy  with  our  servants. 
Are  we  engaged  in  quarrels  and  misunderstandings 
with  our  neighbours?  these  were  all  begun  and  in* 
flamed  by  the  false,  malicious  tongues  of  our  servants. 
Are  the  secrets  of  our  families  betrayed,  and  evil  re- 
pate  spread  of  us?  our  servants  were  the  authois.    l^o 
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fi]it  aceuien  rise  up  against  luf  (an  eril  too  frequent 

iatfaiiooantry)— tniej  nave  been  tampering  with  our 

Nrranti.    Bo  our  children   discover  folly,   malic^ 

jifitte,  cruelty,  revenge,  undutifulness  in  their  words 

lad  actions  f  are  they  seduced  to  lewdness  or  scandal- 

oui  nuiriages?  it  is  all  by  our  servants.     Nay,  the 

lety  miiUkes,  follies,  blunders,   and  absurdities  of 

thoae  in  our  service  are  able  to  ruffle  and  discompose 

(be  mildest  nature^  and  are  often  of  such  consequence 

as  to  put  whole  families  into  confusion. 

SiAce,  therefore,  not  only  our  domestic  peace  and 
quiet,  and  (he  welfare  of  our  children,  but.  even  the 
very  safety  of  our  live^  reputations,  and  fortunes,  have 
so  gnat  a  dependence  upon  the  choice  of  our  servants, 
I  think  it  would  well  become  the  wisdom  of  the  nation 
to  make  some  provision  in  so  important  an  affair.    But 
in  the  mean  time,  and  perhaps  to  better  purpose,  it  were 
to  be  wished  that  the  children  of  botn  sexes,  enter- 
Uined  to  the  parish  charity-schools,  were  bred  up  in 
fud  a  manner  as  would  give  them  a  teachable  dis- 
poiitioti,  and  qualify  them  to  leam  whatever  is  required 
u  aor  sort  of  service.     For  instance^  they  should  be 
taofbt  to  read  Mid  write,  to  know  somewhat  in  casting 
^•xoaot]^  to  understand  the  principles  of  religion,  to 
practise  cleanliness,  to  get  a  spirit  of  honesty,  industry, 
and  tiirift,  and  be  severely  punished  for  every  neglect  in 
^j  of  tbew  particulars.     For  it  is  ^e  misfortune  of 
maokiad  that,  if  they  are  not  used  to  be  taught  in  their 
early  childhood  whereby  to  acquire  what  I  call  a 
teachable   disposition,    &iey   cannot,    without    great 
difficulty,  learn  the  easiest  diing  in  the  course  of  their 
lira,  hot  are  always  awkward  and  unhandy;  their 
miuds,  u  well  as  bodies,  for  want  of  early  practice, 
puving  stiff  and  unmanageable ;  as  we  observe  in  the 
Kvt  of  gentlemen  who,  kept  from  school  by  the  in- 
dulgence of  their  parents  but  a  few  years,  are  never 
able  Id  recover  the   time  they  have  lost,  and  grow  up 
u  i^aooDce  and  all  manner  of  vice,  whereof  we  have 
too  many  examples  sdl  over  the  nation.     But  to  return 
to  what  I  was  saying  :  if  these  charity  children  were 
ti^ffioi  up  in  the  manner  I  mentioned,  and  then  bound 
tf^icntices  in  the  families  of  gentlemen  and  citizens, 
^^  which  a  late  law  giveth  great  encouragement,) 
being  acctislomed  from  their  first  entrance  to  be  always 
lanum  some  useful  thing,  they  would  leam  in  a 
nioodi  nore  than  another,  without  thoee  advantages, 
can  do  ina  year ;  and  in  the  mean  time,  be  very  useful 
ma  family,  as  far  as  their  age  and  strength  would 
ftUuv.    And  when  such  children  come  to  years  of  dis- 
cmioo,  ibpy  will  probably  be  a  useful  example  to 
t^ir  fellow -servants ;  at  least  they  will  prove  a  strong 
ciiedc  upon  the   rest ;  for  I  suppose  everybody  wiU 
sliew  that  one   good,  honest,  diligent  servant   in  a 

^mm  may  prevent  abundance  of  mischief  in   the 
family. 

These  are  the  reasons  for  which  I  urge  this  matter  so 
ttroBfly  and  1  hope  those  who  listen  to  me  will  con- 
uder  them. 

I  shall  now  say  aomething  about  that  great  number 
^  poor  who,  under  the  name  of  common  beggars, 
udest  oor  streeta,  suid  fill  our  ears  with  their  continual 
cria  and  craving  importunity.  This  I  shall  venture 
^  can  an  unnecessary  evil,  brought  npon  us  from  the 
Smm  neglect  and  want  of  proper  management  in  those 
*iMe  duty  it  is  to  prevent  it.  But  before  1  proceed 
farther,  lat  me  humbly  presiune  to  vindicate  the  justice 
iod  mercy  of  God,  and  his  dealings  with  mankind* 
t'poD  this  particular  he  hath  not  dealt  so  hardly  with 
his  creatures  as  some  would  imagine,  when  they  see 
to  mioy  miserable  objects  ready  to  perish  for  want; 
f «  it  wonld  infialltbly  be  found,  upon  strict  inquiry, 
that  there  is  hardly  one  in  twenty  of  those  miserable 
<*^eets  who  do  not  owe  their  present  poverty  to  their 
Mb  ikalti,  to  their  present  sloth  and  negligence,  to 
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their  indiscreet  marriage  without  the  least  prospect  of 
supporting  a  family,  to  their  fooUsh  expjensiveness,  to 
their  drunkenness  and  other  vice^  by  which  they  have 
squandered  their  gettings,  and  contracted  diseases  in 
their  old  age.  And  to  speak  freely,  is  it  any  way 
reasonable  or  just  that  those  who  have  denied  them- 
selves many  lawful  satisfactions  and  conveniences  of 
life,  from  a  principle  of  conscience  as  well  as  prudence, 
that  they  might  not  be  a  burden  to  the  public,  should 
be  charged  with  supporting  others,  who  have  brought 
themselves  to  less  than  a  morsel  of  bread  by  their 
idleness,  extravagance,  and  vicef  Yet  such,  and  no 
other,  are  far  the  greatest  number  not  only  of  those 
who  beg  in  our  streets,  but  even  of  what  we  call  poor 
decayed  housekeepers,  whom  we  are  apt  to  pity  as  real 
objects  of  charity,  and  distinguish  them  from  common 
beggars,  although,  in  truth,  they  both  owe  their  un- 
doing to  the  same  causes;  only  the  former  axe  too 
nicely  bred  to  endure  walking  half  naked  in  the  streets, 
or  too  proud  to  own  their  wants.  For  the  artificer  or 
other  tradesman,  who  pleadeth  he  is  grown  too  old  to 
work  or  look  after  business,  and  therefore  expecteth 
assistance  as  a  decayed  housekeeper ;  may  we  not  ask 
him  why  he  did  not  take  care,  in  his  youth  and 
strength  of  days,  to  make  some  provision  against 
old  age,  when  he  saw  so  many  examples  before  him  of 
people  undone  by  their  idleness  and  vicious  extrava- 
gance f  And  to  go  a  little  higher,  whence  cometh  it 
Siat  so  many  citizens  and  shopkeepers,  of  the  most 
creditable  trade,  who  once  made  a  good  figure,  go  to 
decay  by  then:  expensive  pride  and  vanity,  aiOfecting  to 
educate  and  dress  their  children  above  their  abilities, 
or  the  state  of  life  they  ought  to  expect  f 

However,  since  the  best  of  us  have  too  many  in- 
firmities to  answer  for,  we  ought  not  to  be  severe  upon 
those  of  others ;  and  therefore,  if  our  brother,  through 
grief,  or  sickness,  or  other  incapacity,  is  not  in  a  con- 
dition to  preserve  his  being,  we  ought  to  support  him 
to  the  best  of  our  power,  without  reflecting  over 
seriously  on  the  causes  that  brought  him  to  his  misery. 
But  in  order  to  this,  and  to  turn  our  charity  into  its 
proper  channel,  we  ought  to  consider  who  and  where 
those  objects  are  whom  it  is  chiefly  incumbent  upon 
us  to  support. 

By  the  ancient  law  of  tliis  realm,  still  in  force,  every 
pari^  is  obliged  to  maintain  its  own  poor;  which, 
although  some  may  think  to  be  not  very  equal,  because 
many  parishes  are  very  rich,  and  have  few  poor  among 
them,  and  others  the  contrary ;  yet  I  think  may  be 
justly  defended :  for  as  to  remote  country  parishes,  in 
the  desert  part  of  the  kingdom,  the  necessaries  of  life 
are  there  so  cheap,  that  the  infirm  poor  may  be  pro- 
vided for  with  little  burden  to  the  inhabitants.  But 
in  what  I  am  going  to  say,  I  shall  confine  myself  only 
to  this  city ;  where  we  are  overrun  not  only  with  our 
own  poor,  but  with  a  far  greater  number  from  every 
part  of  the  nation.  Now  1  say,  this  evil  of  being  en- 
cumbered with  so  many  foreign  beggars,  who  have 
not  the  least  title  to  our  charity,  and  whom  it  is  im- 
possible for  us  to  supprt,  may  be  easily  remedied,  if 
the  government  of  this^  city,  in  conjunction  with  the 
clergy  and  parish  oflUcers,  would  think  it  worth  their 
care ;  and  I  am  sure  few  things  deserve  it  better.  For 
if  every  parish  would  take  a  list  of  those  begging  poor 
which  properly  belong  to  it,  and  compel  each  of  them 
to  wear  a  badge,  marked  and  numbered,  so  as  to  be 
seen  and  known  by  all  they  meet,  and  confine  them  to 
beg  within  tlie  limits  of  their  own  parish,  severely 
punishing  them  when  they  offend,  and  driving  out  all 
mterlopers  from  other  parishes,  we  could  then  make 
a  computation  of  their  numbers;  and  the  strullera 
from  toe  country  being  driven  away,  the  remainder 
would  not  be  too  many  for  the  charity  of  those 
who  pass  by  to  maintain ;  neither  would  any  beggar^ 
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although  confined  to  hit  own  puish,  be  hindered  from 
receiring  the  charity  of  the  whole  town  :  because  in 
this  case,  thoae  well-dispoied  penoni  who  walk  the 
fltreets  will  give  their  charity  to  such  whom  they 
think  proper  objects,  wherever  they  meet  them,  pro- 
Tided  they  are  found  in  their  own  parishes,  and  wear- 
ing their  badges  of  distinction.  And  as  to  those 
parishes  which  border  upon  the  skirts  and  suburbs  of 
the  town,  where  country  strollers  are  used  to  harbour 
themselves,  they  must  be  forced  to  go  back  to  their 
homes,  when  they  find  nobody  to  relieve  them,  because 
they  want  that  mark  which  only  gives  them  license 
to  beg.  Upon  this  point  it  were  to  be  wished  that 
inferior  parish  oflScers  had  better  encouragement 
given  them  to  perform  their  duty  in  driving  away  all 
beggars  who  do  not  belong  to  the  parish,  instead  of 
conniving  at  them,  as  it  is  said  they  do  for  some  small 
contribution;  for  the  whole  city  would  save  much 
more  by  ridding  themselves  of  many  hnndred  beggars 
than  they  would  lose  by  giving  parish  officers  a  reason- 
able support 

It  should  seem  a  strange,  unaccountable  thing,  that 
those  who  have  probably  been  reduced  to  want  by 
riot,  lewdness,  and  idleness,  although  they  have  as- 
surance enough  to  beg  alms  publicly  from  all  they 
meet,  should  yet  be  too  proud  to  wear  the  pari^ 
badge,  which  would  turn  so  much  to  their  own  aidvan* 
tage,  by  ridding  them  of  such  great  numbers  who 
now  intercept  the  greatest  part  of  what  belongeth  to 
them  ;  yet  it  is  certain  that  there  are  very  many  who 
publicly  declare  they  will  never  wear  those  badges, 
and  many  others  who  either  hide  or  throw  them  away  ; 
but  the  remedy  for  this  is  very  short,  easy,  and  just, 
by  trying  them  like  vagabonds  and  stuidy  beggars, 
and  forcibly  driving  them  out  of  the  tx>wu. 

Therefore,  as  soon  as  this  expedient  of  wearing 
badges  shall  be  put  in  practice,  I  do  earnestly  exhort 
all  those  who  hear  me,  never  to  give  their  alms  to  any 
public  beggar  who  doth  not  fully  comply  with  this 
order ;  by  which  our  number  of  poor  will  be  so  re- 
duced, that  it  will  be  much  easier  to  provide  for  the 
test.  Our  shop-doors  will  be  no  longer  crowded  with 
•0  many  thieves  and  pickpockets  in  beggars'  habits, 
nor  our  streets  so  dangerous  to  those  who  are  forced  to 
walk  in  the  night. 

Thus  I  have,  with  great  freedom,  delivered  mv 
thoughts  upon  this  subject,  which  so  nearly  concemeth 
us.  It  is  certainly  a  bad  scheme,  to  any  Christian 
country  which  God  hath  blessed  with  fruitfulness, 
and  where  the  fieople  enjoy  the  just  rights  and  privi- 
leges of  mankind,  that  there  should  be  any  beggars  at 
all.  But,  alas!  among  us,  where  the  whole  nation 
itself  is  almost  reduced  to  be^ary,  by  the  disadvan* 
tages  we  lie  under,  and  the  hiurdships  we  are  forced  to 
bear ;  the  launess,  ignorance,  thoughtlessness,  squan- 
dering temper,  slavish  nature,  and  uncleanly  manner 
of  living  in  the  poor  popish  natives,  together  with  the 
cruel  oppressions  of  their  landlords,  who  delight  to  see 
their  vassals  in  the  dust :  I  say  that  in  such  a  nation, 
how  can  we  otherwise  expect  than  to  be  overrun  with 
objects  of  misery  and  want  9  Therefore  there  can  be 
no  other  method  to  free  this  city  from  so  intolerable  a 
grievance  than  by  endeavouring,  as  far  as  in  us  lies, 
that  the  burden  may  be  more  equally  divided,  by 
contributing  to  maintain  our  own  poor,  and  forcing 
the  strollers  and  vagabonds  to  return  to  their  several 
homes  in  the  country,  there  to  smite  the  conscience 
of  those  oppressors  who  first  stripped  them  of  all  their 
substance. 

I  might  here,  if  the  time  would  permit,  ofler  many 
arguments  to  persuade  to  works  of  charity ;  but  you 
hnr  them  so  often  from  the  pulpit,  that  I  am  will- 
ing ^to  hope  you  may  not  now  want  them.  Besides, 
my  present  design  waa  only  to  show  where  your  alms 


would  be  best  bestowed,  to  die  hononr  of  God,  your 
own  ease  and  advantage,  the  service  of  your  ooantrj, 
and  the  benefit  of  the  poor.  I  desire  you  will  i\ 
weigh  and  consider  what  I  have  spoken,  and  aceoni* 
ing  to  your  several  stations  and  abilities  endeavour  to 
put  it  in  practice ;  and  God  give  you  good  socctn. 
To  ^hom,  with  the  Son  and  Holy  Ghost,  be  all  honour 
and  glory,  for  ever  and  ever.     Amen. 


SERMON  THE  TENTH. 

ON  SLEEPING  IN  CHUBCH. 
ACTS,  zx.  9. 

And  there  tat  in  the  window  a  certain  yornig  many  named 
Etttychutf  being  fallen  into  a  deep  sleep  /  and  uikiU 
Paul  wat  long  preaching,  he  tunk  down  with  tleep, 
and /ell  down  from  the  third  loft,  and  was  taken  uf 
dead, 

I  HAVE  chosen  these  words  with  design,  if  possible,  to 
disturb  some  part  in  diis  audience  of  half  an  honr*! 
sleep,  for  the  convenience  and  exerciae  whereof  thii 
place,  at  this  season  of  the  day,  is  very  much  celebnted. 

There  is,  indeed,  one  mortal  disadvantage  to  which 
all  preaching  is  subject ;  that  those  who  by  the  wicked- 
ness of  their  lives  stand  in  greatest  need  have  usually 
the  smallest  share ;  for  either  thoT  are  absent  upon  ths 
account  of  idleness  or  spleen,  or  hatred  to  religion,  or 
in  order  to  doae  away  toe  intemperance  of  the  week : 
or,  if  they  do  come,  they  are  sure  to  employ  their  miodi 
rather  any  other  way  Uian  regarding  or  attending  to 
the  buainess  of  the  place. 

The  accident  which  happened  to  thia  yonng  man  in 
the  text,  hath  not  been  sufficient  to  discourage  hii  sac- 
cessors ;  but,  because  the  preachers  now  in  the  worl<l, 
however  they  may  exceed  St.  Paul  in  the  art  of  setting 
men  to  sleep,  do  extremely  fall  short  of  him  in  the 
working  of  miracles;  therefore  men  are  become  lo 
cautious,  as  to  choose  more  safe  and  convenient  stt- 
tions  and  postures  for  taking  their  repose,  without 
hazard  of  their  peiaons ;  and  upon  the  whole  matter, 
choose  rather  to  trust  ^ir  destruction  to  a  miracle, 
than  theirVifety.  However,  this  being  not  the  only  wty 
by  which  the  lukewarm  Christians  and  aoomers  of  the 
age  discover  their  neglect  and  contempt  of  f»eaching, 
I  shall  enter  expressly  into  consideration  of  this  matter, 
and  order  my  diacourse  in  the  following  method  :^ 
Ftrs/,  1  shall  produce  several  instances  to  show  the 

great  neglect  of  preaching  now  among  as. 
S^omdbf,  I  thall  rcwJcon  up  some  of  the  usual  qnanth 

men  have  against  preaching. 
Tkirdlg,  I  shall  set  forth  the  great  evil  of  this  neglect 

and  contempt  of  preaching,  and  diacover  the  reil 

causes  whence  it  proceedeth. 
La9tlg,  1  shall  offer  some  remedies  against  this  greet 

and  spreading  evil. 

Firet,  I  shall  produce  certain  instances  to  show  the 
great  neglect  of  {xeaching  now  among  us. 

These  may  be  reduced  under  two  heads.  First* 
men*s  absence  from  the  service  of  the  church;  ^ 
secondly,  their  misbehaviour  when  they  are  here. 

The  firat  instance  of  men*s  neglect  is  in  their  fie* 
queiit  absence  from  the  church. 

There  is  no  excuse  so  trivial  that  will  not  pass  apeo 
some  men  s  consciences  to  excuse  their  attendance  st 
the  public  worship  of  God.  Some  are  so  uufortuoat' 
aa  to  be  always  indisposed  on  the  Lord Vday,  and  think 
nothing  so  unwholesome  as  the  air  of  a  church.  Otbcn 
have  their  affairs  so  oddly  contrived,  as  to  be  *lw*yi 
unluckily  prevented  by  business.  With  tome  it  ia  a 
great  mark  of  wit  and  deep  understanding  to  stay  at 
home  on  Sundays.  Others  again  diacover  strange  fits 
of  laziness,  that  seize  them  particularly  on  that  day. 
and  confine  them  to  their  beds.    Others  are  abaeut  out 
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«f  nae  caitan|it  of  reUgion.  And,  laitly,  there  are 
Bot  1  fer  vbo  look  upon  if  u  a  day  of  rest,  and  there- 
fm  clatm  tbe  pririlege  of  their  cattle,  to  keep  the 
Sibbtb  by  eating,  drinking,  and  ileeping,  after  the 
toil  ttid  labour  of  the  week.  Now  m  all  diis  the 
wont  ctrcnmttuice  it,  that  theM  penona  are  euch 
vkoK  oompenid  are  moat  required,  and  who  itand  most 
io  need  of  a  phyiician. 

Secondly,  Men*f  great  neglect  and  contempt  of 
pneching  appear  by  their  mlibchavioor  when  at 
church. 

If  the  audience  were  to  be  ranked  under  several 
bndi,  secording  to  their  behariour  when  the  word  of 
God  b  deltveifd,  how  small  a  number  would  appear 
of  those  who  receive  it  as  they  ought!     How  mucti  of 
the  Ncd  then  sown  would  be  found  to  fidl  by  the  way- 
•ide  open  stony  ground,  or  among  thorns ;  and  how 
little  good  ground  there  would  be  to  take  it!    A 
insdier  cannot  look  round  from  the  pulpit  without 
ofawTiDg  that  some  are  in  a  perpetual  whisper,  and  by 
ther  or  and  gestwve  give  occasion  to  suspect  Uiat  they 
siv  ii  those  veiy  minutes  defaming  their  neighbour. 
O&m  have  their  eyes  and  imagination  constantly  en- 
gaged m  such  a  circle  of  objects,  perhaps  to  gratify  Ihe 
nrait  ttimarrantable  desires,  that  they  never  once  attend 
to  d»  business  of  the  place ;  the  sound  of  the  preacher's 
vords  doei  not  ao  much   as    once  interrupt  them. 
Sone  have  their  n&inds  wandering  among  idle,  worldly, 
ff  viciotts  thoughts.    Some  lie  at  catch  to  ridicule 
vhsfeever  they  bear,  and  with  much  wit  and  humour 
I>oride  a  stock  of  laughter  by  furnishing  themselves 
fioai  the  pulpit.     But  of  all  misbehaviour,  none  is 
oompsrsble  to  diat  of  those  who  come  here  to  sleep. 
Opium  is  not  so  stupifying  to  many  persons  as  an 
fAcraooQ  sermon.     Perpetual  custom  hath  so  brought 
it  about  that  the  words  of  whatever  preacher  become 
nly  a  Nit  of  unifiMrm  sound  at  a  distance,  dian  which 
nothing  is  more  efieetual  to  lull  the  senses.     For  (hat 
it  ii  the  very  soand  of  the  sermon  which  bindeth  up 
^r  &cttlties  is  manifest  from  hence,  because  they  all 
iwake  10  very  regalarly  as  soon  as  it  ceaMth,  and  with 
ift^ith  devotion  receive  the  blessing,  doied  and  besotted 
*Hb  iadeeencies  I  am  ashamed  to  repeat. 

I  pncscd,  secondly,  to  reckon  up  some  of  the  usual 
V^^nk  men  have  against  preaching,  and  to  show  die 
uonmuableneas  of  them. 

Sach  onwarrantmble  demeanour  as  I  have  described 
tVMng  Christians  in  the  house  of  God  in  a  solemn 
**«Bbly,  while  their  iaith  and  duty  are  explained  and 
deliTcrcd,  have  put  those  who  are  guilty  upon  inventing 
*nae  excuses  to  extenuate  their  fault :  this  they  do  by 
Owning  the  blame  either  upon  the  particular  preacher, 
«  opon  preaching  in  general.  First,  they  object 
*S^hut  the  jHoticular  preacher  ;  his  manner,  hii  deli- 
vny,  his  voice  are  disagreeable ;  his  style  and  expres- 
*un  are  flat  and  slow,  som^imes  improper  and  absurd ; 
^  matter  is  heavy,  trivial,  and  insipid,  sometimes 
dopicahle and  perfectly  ridiculous;  or  else,  on  the  other 
>ide.  he  runs  ap  into  unintelligible  speculation,  empty 
^f^taty  and  abstracted  flights,  all  clad  in  words  above 
onal  understandings. 

Stcomdkf,  They  object  against  preaching  in  general ; 
*<  «•  a  perfect  road  of  talk,  they  know  fdready  what- 
<▼«  can  be  sud,  they  have  heard  the  same  a  hundred 
*imes  over.  They  quarrel  that  preachers  do  not 
nlieve  an  old  beaten  subject  with  wit  and  invention, 
^  that  now  tbe  art  is  lost  of  moving  men*8  passions, 
^  cnmmm  among  the  ancient  orators  of  Greece  and 
Home.  These  and  the  like  objections  are  frequently 
ni  (he  nondis  of  men  who  des|)ise  the  foolishness  of 
peaching.    But  let  us  examine  the   reasonableness 

11m  doctrine  delivered  by  all  preachers  is  the  same : 
"  So  we  prcadi,  and  so  ye  believe  :'*  but  the  manner 


of  delivering  is  suited  to  the  skill  and  abilities  of 
each,  which  difler  in  preachers  just  as  in  the  rest  of 
mankind.  However,  in  personal  dislikes  of  a  parti- 
cular preacher,  are  these  men  sure  they  are  always  in 
the  right  f  Do  they  consider  how  mixed  a  thing  is 
every  audience  whose  taste  and  judgment  differ  perhaps 
every  day,  not  only  from  each  otiier  but  themselves  f 
and  how  to  calculate  a  discourse  tliat  shall  exactly 
suit  them  all  is  beyond  the  force  and  reach  of  human 
reason,  knowledge,  or  invention.  Wit  and  eloquence 
are  shining  qualities  that  God  hath  imparted  in  great 
degrees  to  very  few;  nor  any  more  to  be  expect^  in 
the  generality  of  any  rank  among  men  than  riches  and 
honour.  But  further,  if  preaching  in  general  be  all 
old  and  beaten,  and  that  they  are  already  so  well  ac- 
quainted with  it,  more  shame  and  guilt  to  them  who 
so  little  edify  by  it  But  these  men,  whose  ears  are  so 
delicate  as  not  to  endure  a  plain  discourse  of  religion, 
who  expect  a  constant  suppl  y  of  wit  and  eloquence  on 
a  subject  handled  so  many  thousand  times ;  what  will 
they  say  when  we  turn  the  objection  upon  themselves, 
who,  with  all  the  rude  and  profane  liberty  of  discourse 
they  take  upon  so  many  thousand  subjects,  are  so  dull 
as  to  fiimish  nothing  but  tedious  repetitions,  and  little, 
paltry,  nauseous  commonplaces,  so  vulgar,  so  worn,  or 
so  obvious,  as,  upon  any  other  occasion  but  that  of  ad- 
vancing vice,  would  be  hooted  off  the  stage?  Nor, 
lastly,  are  preachers  justly  blamed  for  neglecting  human 
oratory  to  move  the  passions,  which  is  not  the  business 
of  a  Christian  orator,  whose  office  it  is  only  to  work  upon 
faidi  and  reason.  All  other  eloquence  hath  been  a  per- 
fect chei^  to  stir  up  men*s  passions  against  truth  and 
justice  for  the  service  of  a  faction ;  to  put  false  colours 
upon  tilings,  and,  by  an  amusement  of  agreeable  words, 
make  the  worst  reason  appear  to  be  the  better.  This  is 
certainly  not  to  be  allowed  in  Christian  eloquence,  and 
therefore  St  Paul  took  ouite  the  other  course;  he 
*'  came  not  with  the  excellency  of  words  or  enticing 
speech  of  men's  wisdom,  but  in  plain  evidence  of  the 
spirit  and  power.**  And  perhaps  it  was  for  that  reasi^n 
the  young  man  Eutychus,  used  to  the  Grecian  elo- 
quence, grew  tired  and  fell  so  fast  asleep. 

1  go  on,  thirdly,  to  set  forth  the  great  evil  of  this 
neglect  and  scorn  of  preaching,  and  to  discover  the  real 
causes  whence  it  proceedeth. 

I  think  it  is  obvious  that  this  neglect  of  preaching 
hath  very  much  occasioned  the  great  decay  of  religion 
among  us.  To  this  may  be  imputed  no  small  part  of 
that  contempt  some  men  bestow  on  the  clergy ;  for 
whoever  talketh  without  being  regarded,  is  sure  to  be 
despised.  To  this  we  owe  in  a  great  measure  the 
spreading  of  atheism  and  infidelity  among  us,  for  reli- 
gion, like  all  other  things,  is  soonest  put  out  of  counte- 
nance by  being  ridiculed.  The  scorn  of  preaching 
might  perhaps  have  been  at  first  introduced  by  men  of 
nice  ears  and  refined  taste;  but  it  is  now  become 
a  spreading  evil  through  all  degrees  and  both  sexes ; 
for  since  sleeping,  talking,  and  laughing  are  qualities 
sufficient  to  furnish  out  a  critic,  the  meanest  and  most 
ignorant  have  set  up  a  title,  and  succeeded  in  it  as  well 
as  their  betters.  Thus  are  the  last  efforts  of  reforming 
mankind  rendered  wholly  useless.  "  How  shall  they 
hear,**  saith  the  Apostle,  *'  without  a  preacher  t'*  But 
if  they  have  a  preacher,  and  make  it  a  point  of  wit  or 
breeding  not  to  hear  him,  what  remedy  is  led f  To 
this  neglect  of  preaching  we  may  also  entirely  impute 
that  gross  ignorance  among  us  in  the  very  principles  of 
religion,  which  it  is  amazing  to  find  in  persons  who 
very  much  value  their  own  knowledge  and  understand- 
ing in  other  things :  yet  it  is  a  vbible,  inexcusable 
ignorance  even  in  (he  meanest  among  us,  considering 
the  many  advantages  they  have  of  learning  their  duty. 
And  it  hath  been  the  great  encouragement  to  all  man- 
ner of  vice:  for  in  vain  we  preach  down  sin  to  a 
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nle  "  whoM  heart!  are  waxed  gross,  whose  ean  are 
of  hearing,  and  whose  eyes  are  closed."  Therefore 
Christ  himself^  in  his  discourses,  frequently  rouseth  up 
the  attention  of  the  multitude  and  of  his  disciples  them- 
selves with  this  expression,  ^  He  that  hath  ears  to  hear, 
let  him  hear."  But  among  all  neglects  of  preaching, 
none  is  so  fatal  as  that  of  sleeping  in  the  house  of  Grod. 
A  SGomer  may  listen  to  truth  and  reason  and  in  time 
grow  serious ;  an  unbeliever  may  feel  the  pangs  of  a 
guilty  conscience ;  one  whose  thoughts  or  eyes  wander 
among  other  objects  may,  by  a  lucky  word,  be  called 
back  to  attention ;  but  the  sleeper  shuts  up  all  avenues 
to  his  soul ;  he  is  "  like  the  deaf  adder  that  hearkeneth 
not  to  the  voice  of  the  charmer,  charm  he  never  so 
wisely.*'  And  we  may  preach  with  aa  good  success  to 
the  grave  that  is  under  his  feet 

But  the  great  evil  of  this  neglect  will  further  yet  ap- 
pear, irom  considering  the  rc»l  causes  whence  it  pro- 
ceedeth;  whereof  the  first  I  take  to  be  an  evil  con- 
science. Many  men  come  to  church  to  save  or  gain  a 
reputation,  or  because  they  will  not  be  singular,  but 
comply  with  an  established  custom ;  yet  all  the  while 
they  are  loaded  widi  the  guilt  of  old  rooted  sins.  These 
men  can  expect  to  hear  of  nothing  but  terrors  and 
ibreatenings,  their  sins  laid  open  in  true  colours,  and 
eternal  misery  the  reward  of  them ;  therefore  no  won- 
der they  stop  their  ears,  and  divert  their  thoughts,  and 
seek  any  amusement  rather  than  stir  the  hell  within  diem. 

Another  cause  of  this  neglect  is  a  heart  set  upon 
worldly  things.  Men,  whose  minds  are  much  enslaved 
to  eardily  ^airs  all  the  week,  cannot  disengage  or 
break  the  chain  of  their  thoughts  so  suddenly  as  to 
apply  to  a  discourse  that  is  wholly  foreign  to  what  they 
have  most  at  heart  Tell  a  usurer  of  charity  and 
mercy,  and  restitution,  you  talk  to  the  deaf :  his  heart 
and  soul,  with  all  his  senses,  are  got  among  his  bags, 
or  he  is  gravely  asleep  and  dreaming  of  a  mortgage. 
Tell  a  man  of  business  that  the  cares  of  the  world  choke 
the  good  seed ;  that  we  must  not  encumber  ourselves 
with  much  serving  ;  that  the  salvation  of  his  soul  is  the 
one  thing  necessary  :  you  see  indeed  the  shape  of  a  man 
before  you,  but  his  faculties  are  all  gone  off  among 
clients  and  papers,  thinking  how  to  defend  a  bad  cause 
or  find  flaws  in  a  good  one ;  or  he  weareth  out  the  time 
in  drowsy  nods. 

A  third  cause  of  the  great  neglect  and  scorn  of 
preaching  ariseth  from  the  practice  of  men  who  set  up 
to  decry  and  disparage  religion ;  these,  being  sealous  to 
promote  infidelity  and  vice,  learn  a  rote  of  bufloonery 
that  serveth  all  occasions,  and  refutes  the  strongest 
arguments  for  piety  and  good  manners.  These  have  a 
set  of  ridicule  calculated  for  all  sermons  and  all 
preachers,  and  can  he  extremely  witty  as  often  as  they 
please  upon  the  same  fund. 

Let  me  now,  in  the  last  place,  oflfer  some  remedies 
against  this  great  evil. 

It  will  be  one  remedy  against  the  contempt  of 
preaching  rightly  to  consider  ^e  end  for  which  it  was 
designed.  There  are  many  who  place  abundance  of 
merit  in  going  to  church,  although  it  be  with  no  other 
prospect  but  that  of  being  well  entertained,  wherein  if 
diey  happen  to  fail,  they  return  wholly  disappointed. 
Hence  it  is  become  an  impertinent  vein  among  people 
of  all  sorts  to  hunt  after  what  they  call  a  good  sermon, 
as  if  it  were  a  matter  of  pastime  and  diversion.  Our 
business,  alas !  is  quite  another  thing ;  either  to  learn, 
or  at  least  be  reminded  of  our  duty,  to  apply  the 
doctrines  delivered,  compare  the  rules  we  hear  with  our 
lives  and  actions,  and  find  wherein  we  have  trans- 
gressed. These  are  the  dispositions  men  should  bring 
uto  the  house  of  Grod,  and  then  they  will  he  little 
concerned  about  die  preacher's  wit  or  eloquence,  nor  be 
curious  to  inquire  out  his  faults  and  infirmities,  but 
consider  how  to  correct  their  own. 


Another  remedy  agidnst  the  contempt  of  preaching 
is  that  men  would  consider  whether  it  be  not  reuoo- 
able  to  give  more  dlowance  for  the  different  abilitia 
of  preachers  than  they  usually  do.  RelinemeDts  of 
style  and  flights  of  wit,  as  they  are  not  properly  the 
business  of  any  preacher,  so  they  cannot  possibly  be 
the  talents  of  all.  In  most  other  discourses  men  are 
satisfied  with  sober  sense  and  plain  reason,  and,  si 
understandings  usually  go,  even  that  is  not  over  fi«- 
quent  Then  why  diey  should  be  so  over  nice  in 
expectation  of  eloquence,  where  it  is  neither  necesniy 
nor  convenient,  is  nard  to  imagine. 

Lastfyf  The  scomers  of  preaching  would  do  well  to 
consider  that  this  talent  of  ridicule  they  value  so  mach 
is  a  perfection  very  easily  acquired  and  applied  to  all 
things  whatsoever,  neither  is  anything  at  all  the  worn 
because  it  is  capable  of  being  perverted  to  burlesque; 
perha{>s  it  may  be  the  more  perfect  upon  that  score, 
since  we  know  the  most  celebrated  pieces  have  been 
thus  treated  with  greatest  success.  It  is  in  any  man'i 
power  to  suppose  a  fool's  cap  on  the  wisest  head,  and 
then  laugh  at  his  own  supposition.  I  think  there  art 
not  many  things  cheaper  tiian  supposing  and  laughing; 
and  if  the  uniting  these  two  talents  can  bring  a  thing 
into  contempt,  it  is  hard  to  know  where  it  may  end. 

To  conclude: — ^I'hese  considerations  may  perhaps 
have  some  effect  while  men  are  awake,  but  what 
arguments  shall  we  use  to  the  sleeper  f  what  methodi 
shall  we  take  to  hold  open  his  eyesf  Will  he  be  moved 
by  considerations  of  common  civility  f  We  knovit 
is  reckoned  a  point  of  very  bad  manners  to  sleep  in 
private  company, when  perhaps  the  tedious  impertinence 
of  many  talxers  would  render  it  at  least  as  excusable 
as  the  dullest  sermon.  Do  they  think  it  a  small  thing 
to  watch  four  hours  at  a  play  where  all  virtue  aiid 
religion  are  openly  reviled,  and  can  they  not  w&trh 
one  half  hour  to  hear  them  defended  f  Is  this  to  deal 
like  a  judge,  (I  mean  like  a  good  judge,)  to  listen  on 
one  side  of  the  cause  and  sleep  on  the  other  t  I  shall 
add  but  one  word  more :  that  this  indecent  sloth  is 
very  much  owing  to  that  luxury  and  excess  men 
usually  practise  upon  this  day,  by  which  half  the 
service  thereof  is  turned  to  sin,  men  dividing  ^^ 
time  between  God  and  their  bellies,  when  after  a 
gluttonous  meal,  their  senses  dosed  and  stupified,  they 
retire  to  God's  house  to  sleep  out  the  afternoon.  Siudy, 
brethren,  these  things  ought  not  so  to  be.  ' 

**  He  that  hath  ears  to  hear  let  him  hear.**  And  God 
give  us  all  grace  to  hear  and  receive  his  holy  word  to 
the  salvation  of  our  own  souls ! 


SERMON  THE  ELEVENTH. 

ON  THE  WISDOM  OP  THIS  WORLD.  " 

1  COR.  lii.  19. 

Uu  wudom  of  thit  world  U  fooUthneu  with  God. 

It  is  remarkable  that  about  the  time  of  our  Saviour*! 
coming  into  the  world  all  kinds  of  learning  fiourisbed 
to  a  very  great  degree,  insomuch  that  nothing  is  mors 
frequent  in  the  mouths  of  many  men,  even  such  who 
pretend  to  read  and  to  know,  than  an  extravagant  praise 
and  opinion  of  the  wisdom  and  virtue  of  the  Geutile 
sages  of  those  days,  and  likewise  of  those  ancient  phi- 
losphets  who  went  before  them,  whose  doctrines  sre 
left  upon  record  either  by  themselves  or  other  writen. 
As  far  as  this  may  be  taken  for  granted,  it  may  be 
said  that  the  providence  of  God  brought  this  about  for 
several  very  wise  ends  and  purposes';  for  it  is  certain 
that  these  philosophers  had  been  a  long  time  before 
searching  out  where  to  fix  the  true  happiness  of  man, 
and  not  being  able  to  agree  upon  any  certainty  about 
it,  they  could  not  possibly  but  conclude,  if  they  judged 
impartially,  that  all  their  inquiries  were  in  the  end  but 
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rain  and  fniitless;  the  consequence  of  which  must  be 

not  only  an  acknowledgment  of  the  weakness  of  all 

hwaux  wiidom,  but  likewise  an  open  passage  hereby 

nude  for  letting  in  those  beams  of  light  which  the 

glurioas  sunshine  of  the  gospel  then  brought  into  the 

vorld,  by  revealing  those  hidden  truths  which  they  had 

10  long  before  been  labouring  to  discover,  and  fixing 

dM  gnicnd  happiness  of  mankind  beyond  all  contro- 

veny  sod  dispute.     And  therefore  the  providence  of 

God  wisely  suffered  men  of  deep  genius  and  learning 

then  to  arise,  who  should  search  into  the  truth  of  the 

gospel  now  made  known,  and  canvass  its  doctrines  with 

sJi  the  mbtilty  and  knowledge  thev  were  masters  of, 

and  in  the  end  freely  acknowledge  that  to  be  the  true 

wiidom  only  "  which  cometh  from  above." 

However,  to  make  a  further  inquiry  into  the  truth  of 
this  observation,  I  doubt  not  but  there  is  reason  to 
think  that  a  great  many  of  those  encomiums  given  to 
uont  philosophers  are  taken  upon  trust,  and  by  a 
•Oct  of  men  who  are  not  very  likely  to  be  at  the  pains 
of  to  inquiry  that  would  employ  so  much  time  and 
thinkiog.   For  the  usual  ends  why  men  affect  this  kind 
of  discourse  appear  generally  to  be  either  out  of  osteu- 
tatido,  diat  they  may  pass  upon  the  world  for  persons 
of  gnat  knowledge  and  observation ;  or,  what  is  worse, 
there  aie  some  who  highly  exalt  the  wisdom  of  those 
Gentile  nges,  thereby  obliquely  to  glance  at  and  tra- 
duce divine  revelation,  and  more  especially  that  of  the 
pwel ;  for  the  consequence  they  would  have  us  draw 
is  this,  that  since  those  ancirat  philosophers  rose  to  a 
fJtiia  pitch  of  wisdom  and  virtue  than  was  ever 
inown  among  Christians,  and  all  this  parely  upon  the 
(tiength  of  their  own  reason  and  liberty  of  thmking, 
therefore  it  must  follow  that  either  all  revelation  is 
t>ltt,  or,  what  is  worse,  that  it  has  depraved  the  nature 
of  man,  and  left  him  worse  than  it  found  him. 

Bat  this  high  opinion  of  heathen  wisdom  is  not  very 
ancient  in  the  world,  nor  at  all  countenanced  from 
primitive  times.  Our  Saviour  had  but  a  low  esteem 
^it,  ss  appears  by  his  treatment  of  the  Pharisees  and 
Mdacees,  who  followed  the  doctrines  of  Plato  and 
Emcanu.  St.  Paul  likewise,  who  was  well  versed  in 
*li  the  Grecian  literature,  seems  very  much  to  despise 
M  philosophy,  as  we  find  in  his  writings,  cautioning 
the  CoIoMiaiis  to  "  beware  lest  any  man  spoil  them 
(''migh  philosophy  and  vain  deceit."  And  in  another 
place  he  advises  Timothy  to  **  avoid  profane  and  vain 
habtUingt,  and  oppositions  of  science  falsely  so  called ;" 
tfcaJ  ii,  not  to  introduce  into  the  Christian  doctrine  the 
;^ings  of  those  vain  philosophers,  which  they  would 
pM  upon  the  world  for  science.  And  the  reasons  he 
Vtn  aie,  first.  That  those  who  nrofessed  them  did  err 
ttweming  the  &ith;  secondly,  because  the  knowledge 
of  them  did  increase  ungodliness,  vain  babblings  being 
fdtfnrise  expounded  vanities,  or  empty  sounds,  that 
ii,  tedious  disputes  about  words,  which  the  philosophers 
verf  always  so  full  of,  and  which  were  the  natural 
podnct  of  disputes  and  dissensions  between  several 
lecta. 

Neidier  had  the  primitive  fathers  any  great  or  good 
oiiinioD  of  the  heathen  philosophy,  as  it  is  manifest 
^m  several  passages  in  their  writings ;  so  that  this 
rein  of  affecting  to  raise  the  reputation  of  those  sages 
to  high  is  a  mode  and  a  vice  but  of  yesterday,  assumed 
jhiefly,  as  I  have  said,  to  disparage  revesJed  know- 
Wge,  and  the  consequences  of  it  among  us. 

N'ow,  because  diis  b  a  prejudice  which  may  prevail 
wHh  tome  persons,  so  far  as  to  lessen  the  influence  of 
the  gospel ;  and  whereas,  therefore,  this  is  an  opinion 
*hich  men  of  education  are  likely  to  be  encountered 
*ith,  when  they  have  produced  themselves  into  the 
world ;  1  thall  endeavour  to  show  that  their  preference 
jj^then  wisdom  and  virtue  before  that  of  the 
Chiistiaa  is  every  way  unjust,  and  grounded  upon 


ignorance  or  mistake ;  in  order  to  which,  I  shall  con* 
sider  four  things : — 

Firti,   I   shall  produce  certain  points   wherein    the 
wisdom  and  virtue  of  all  unrevealed  philosophy  in 
general  fell  short  and  was  very  imperfect. 
Seeondi^f  I   shall  show  «in    several  instances  where 
some  of  the  most  renowned  philosophers  have  been 
grossly  defective  in  their  lessons  of  morality. 
T^rdfy,   I  shall   prove   the  perfection   of  Christian 
wisdom,  from  the  proper  characters  and  marks  of  it. 
Lattfy^  I  shall  show  that  the  great  examples  of  wisdom 
and  virtue  among  the  heathen  wise  men  were  pro- 
duced by  personid  merit,  and  not  influenced  by  the 
doctrine  of  any  sect,  whereas  in  Christianity  it  is 
quite  the  contrary. 

firtf,  I  shall  produce  certain  points  wherein  the 
wisdom  and  virtue  of  all  unrevealed  philosophy  in 
general  fell  short  and  was  very  imperfect. 

My  design  is  to  persuade  men  that  Christian  philo- 
sophy is  in  all  things  preferable  to  heathen  wi»dom ; 
from  which,  or  its  professors,  I  shall  however,  have  no 
occasion  to  detract.  They  were  as  wise  and  as  good 
as  it  was  possible  for  them  to  be  under  such  disad- 
vantages, and  would  have  probably  been  infinitely 
more  so  with  such  aids  as  we  enjoy  ;  but  our  lessons 
are  certainly  much  better,  however  our  practices  may 
fall  short. 

The  first  point  I  shall  mention  is  that  universal  de- 
fect which  was  in  all  their  schemes,  that  they  could  not 
agree  about  their  chief  good,  or  wherein  to  place  the 
happiness  of  mankind;  nor  had  any  of  them  a  tole- 
rable answer  upon  this  difficulty  to  satisfy  a  reasonable 
person.  For  to  say,  as  the  most  plausible  of  them  did, 
"  that  happiness  consisted  in  virtue,"  was  but  vain  bab- 
bling and  a  mere  sound  of  words,  to  amuse  others  and 
themselves;  because  they  were  not  agreed  what  thia 
virtue  was,  or  wherein  it  did  consist ;  and  likewise 
because  several  among  the  best  of  them  taught  quite 
different  things,  placing  happiness  in  health  or  good 
fortune,  in  ridies  or  in  honour,  where  all  were  agreed 
that  virtue  was  not,  as  I  shall  have  occasion  to  show 
when  I  speak  of  their  particular  tenets. 

The  second  great  defect  in  the  Gentile  philosophy 
was,  that  it  wanted  some  suitable  reward  proportioned 
to  the  better  part  of  man,  his  mind,  as  an  encourage- 
ment for  his  progress  in  virtue.  The  difficulties  they 
met  with  upon  the  score  of  this  default  were  great,  and 
not  to  be  accounted  for:  bodily  goods  being  only  suit- 
able to  bodily  wants  are  no  rest  at  all  for  &e  mind ; 
and  if  they  were,  yet  are  they  not  the  proper  fruits  of 
wisdom  and  virtue,  being  equally  attainable  by  the 
ignorant  and  wicked.  Now  human  nature  is  so  consti- 
tuted that  we  can  never  punue  anything  heartily,  but 
upon  hopes  of  a  reward.  If  we  run  a  race,  it  is  in  ex- 
pectation of  a  prize ;  and  the  greater  the  prize  the  faster 
we  run  ;  for  an  incorruptible  crown,  if  we  understand 
it,  and  believe  it  to  be  such,  more  than  a  corruptible 
one.  But  some  of  the  philosophers  gave  all  this  quite 
another  turn,  and  pretended  to  refine  so  far  as  to  call 
virtue  its  own*  reward,  and  worthy  to  be  followed  only 
for  itself;  whereas  if  there  be  anything  in  this  more  than 
the  sound  of  the  words,  it  is  at  least  too  abstracted  to 
become  a  universal  influencing  principle  in  the  world, 
and  therefore  could  not  be  of  general  use. 

It  was  the  want  of  assigning  some  happiness  propor- 
tioned to  the  soul  of  man,  that  caused  many  of  them, 
either  on  the  one  hand  to  be  sour  and  morose,  super- 
cilious and  untreatable ;  or,  on  the  other,  to  fall  mto 
the  vulgar  pursuits  of  common  men,  to  hunt  after  great- 
ness and  riches,  to  make  their  court  and  to  serve  occa- 
sions, as  Plato  did  to  the  younger  Dionysius,  and  Aris- 
totle to  Alexander  the  Great.  So  impossible  it  is  for 
a  man,  who  looks  no  further  than  the  present  world,  to 
fix  himself  long  in  a  contemplation  where  the  present 
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world  has  no  part :  he  has  no  sure  hold,  no  firm  foot- 
ing, be  can  never  expect  to  remove  the  earth  he  rests 
upon,  while  he  has  no  support  besides  for  his  feet,  but 
wants,  like  Archimedes,  some  other  place  whereon'  to 
stand.  To  talk  of  bearing  pain  and  grief  without  any 
sort  of  present  or  future  hope  cannot  be  purely  great- 
ness of  spirit,  there  must  be  a  mixture  in  it  of  afiec- 
tation  and  an  allay  of  pride,  or  perhaps  is  wholly 
counterfeit. 

It  is  true  there  has  heen  all  along  in  the  world  a 
notion  of  rewards  and  punishments  in  another  life,  but 
it  seems  to  have  rather  served  as  an  entertainment  to 
poets,  or  as  a  terror  of  children,  than  a  settled  principle 
by  which  men  pretended  to  govern  any  of  their  actions. 
The  last  celebrated  words  of  Socrates,  a  little  before 
his  death,  do  not  seem  to  reckon  or  build  much  upon 
any  such  opinion,  and  Caasar  made  no  scruple  to  dis- 
own it,  and  ridicule  it  in  open  senate. 

Thinify,  The  greatest  and  wisest  of  all  their  philo- 
sophers were  never  able  to  give  any  satisfaction  to  others 
and  themselves  in  their  notions  of  a  Deity.  They  were 
often  extremely  gross  and  absurd  in  their  conceptions, 
and  those  who  made  the  fairest  conjectures  are  such  as 
were  generally  allowed  by  the  learned,  to  have  seen  the 
system  of  Moses,  if  I  may  so  call  it,  who  was  in  great 
reputation  at  that  time  in  the  heathen  world,  as  we  find 
by  Diodorus,  Justin,  Longiuus,  and  other  authors ;  for 
the  rest,  the  wisest  among  them  laid  aside  all  notions 
after  a  Deity,  as  a  disquisition  vain  and  fruitless,  which 
indeed  it  was  upon  unrevealed  principles ;  and  those 
who  ventured  to  engage  too  far,  fell  into  incoherence 
and  confusion. 

Fourihfyt  Those  among  them  who  had  the  justest 
conoeptioiis  of  a  Divine  Power,  and  did  also  admit  a 
providence,  had  no  nation  at  all  of  entirely  relying  and 
depending  upon  either  ;  they  trusted  in  themselves  for 
all  things ;  but  as  for  a  trust  or  dependence  upon  God, 
they  would  not  have  understood  the  phrase,  it  made  no 
part  of  the  profane  style. 

Therefore  it  was  that,  in  all  issues  and  events  which 
they  could  not  reconcile  to  their  own  sentiments  of 
reason  and  justice,  they  were  quite  disconcerted,  they 
had  no  retreat ;  but  upon  every  blow  of  adverse  fortune 
either  afiiected  to  be  mdiflerent,  or  grew  sullen  and 
severe,  or  else  yielded  and  sunk  like  other  men. 

Having  now  produced  certain  points  wherein  the 
wisdom  and  virtue  of  all  unrevealed  philosophy  fell 
short  and  was  very  imperfect,  I  go  on,  in  the  second 
place,  to  show,  in  several  instances,  where  some  of  the 
most  renowned  philosophers  have  been  grossly  de- 
fective in  their  lessons  of  morality. 

Thales,  the  founder  of  the  Ionic  sect,  so  celebrated 
for  morality,  being  asked  how  a  man  might  bear  ill- 
fortune  with  greatest  ease,  answered,  "  By  seeing  his 
enemies  in  a  worse  condition.*'  An  answer  truly  bar- 
barous, unworthy  of  human  nature,  and  which  in- 
cluded such  consequences  as  must  destroy  all  society 
from  the  world. 

Solon  lamenting  the  death  of  a  son,  one  told  him, 
<'  You  lament  in  vain.*'  "  Therefore,''  said  he,  "  I  lament 
because  it  is  in  vain.''  This  was  a  plain  confession  how 
imperfect  all  his  philosophy  was,  and  that  something 
was  still  wanting.  He  owned  that  all  his  wisdom  and 
morals  were  useless,  and  this  upon  one  of  the  most  fre- 
quent accidents  in  life.  How  much  better  could  he 
have  learned  to  support  himself  even  from  David,  by 
his  entire  dependence  upon  God  ;  and  that  before  our 
Saviour  had  advanced  tne  notions  of  religion  to  the 
height  and  perfection  wherewith  he  hath  instructed  his 
disciples ! 

Plato  himself,  with  all  his  refinements,  placed  hap- 
piness in  wisdom,  health,  good  fortune,  honour,  and 
'•ches,  and  held  that  they  who  enjoyed  all  these  were 

"^tly  happy ;  which  opinion  was  indeed  unworthy 


its  owner,  leaving  the  wise  and  good  man  wholly  at  the 
mercy  of  uncertain  chance,  and  to  be  miserable  without 
resource. 

His  scholar  Aristotle  fell  more  grossly  into  the  ssme 
notion,  and  plainly  affirmed,  *^  That  virtue  without  the 
goods  of  fortune  was  not  sufficient  for  happiness,  but 
that  a  wise  man  must  be  miserable  in  poverty  and  sick- 
ness." Nay,  Diogenes  himself,  from  whose  pride  and 
singularity  one  would  have  looked  for  other  notions, 
delivered  it  as  his  opinion,  **  That  a  poor  old  man  wu 
the  most  miserable  tning  in  life." 

Zeno  also  and  his  followers  fell  into  many  absnrdi' 
ties,  among  which  nothing  could  be  greater  than  that 
of  maintaining  all  crimes  to  be  equal ;  which,  instead  of 
making  vice  hateful,  rendered  it  as  a  thing  indiderent 
and  familiar  to  all  men. 

Lastly,  Epicurus  had  no  notion  of  justice,  but  as  it 
was  profitable ;  and  his  placing  happiness  in  pleasure, 
with  all  the  advantages  he  could  expound  it  by,  was 
liable  to  very  great  exception ;  for  although  he  taught 
that  pleasure  did  consist  in  virtue,  yet  he  did  not  any 
way  fix  or  ascertain  the  boundaries  of  virtue  u  he 
ought  to  have  done,  by  which  means  he  misled  his  fol* 
lowers  into  the  greatest  vices,  making  tlMir  names  to 
become  odious  and  scandalous  even  in  the  heathen 
world. 

I  have  produced  these  few  instances  from  a  great 
many  others  to  show  the  imperfection  of  heathen  uhi- 
losoj^iy,  wherein  I  have  confined  myself  wholly  to  their 
morality.  And  surely  we  may  pronounce  upon  it,  in 
the  words  of  St.  James,  that  '*  this  wisdom  descended 
not  from  above,  but  was  earthly  and  sensual.**  "What 
if  I  had  produced  their  absurd  notions  about  God  and 
the  soul  y  it  would  then  have  completed  the  chanctir 
given  it  by  that  ajiostle,  and  appeared  to  have  been 
devilish  too.  But  it  is  easy  to  observe,  from  the  nature 
of  these  few  particulars,  that  their  defects  xn^  morals 
were  purely  tne  flagging  and  fainting  of  the  mind,  for 
want  of  a  support  by  revelation  from  God. 

I  proceed,  therefore^  in  the  third  plaoe^  to  show  the 
perfection  of  Christian  wisdom  from  above ;  and  I  shall 
endeavour  to  make  it  appear,  from  those  proper  cha- 
racters and  marks  of  it  by  the  apostle  before  mention«d, 
in  the  third  chapter,  and  15th,  16th,  and  17th  verses. 

The  words  run  thus : — 

<<  This  wisdom  descendeth  not  from  above ;  bat  is 
earthly,  sensual,  devilish. 

"  For  where  envving  and  strife  is»  there  is  confusion 
and  every  evil  worx. 

''  But  the  wisdom  that  is  from  above  is  first  pure, 
then  peaceable,  gentle,  and  easy  to  be  entreated,  full 
of  mercy  and  good  fruits,  without  partiality,  and  with- 
out hypocrisy." 

"  The  wisdom  from  above  is,  first,  pure."  This  purity 
of  the  mind  and  spirit  is  peculiar  to  the  gospel.  Our 
Saviour  says,  '*  Blessed  are  the  pure  in  heart,  for  diey 
shall  see  God."  A  mind  free  from  all  tiollutioo  of 
lusts  shall  have  a  daily  vision  of  God,  whereof  unre- 
vealed religion  can  form  no  notion.  This  it  is  that 
keeps  us  unspotted  from  the  world ;  and  hereby  mouy 
have  been  prevailed  upon  to  live  in  the  practice  of  oil 
purity,  holmeas,  and  righteousness,  &r  beyond  the  ex- 
amples of  the  most  celebrated  philosophers. 

It  is  **  peaceable,  gentle,  and  easy  to  be  entreated.'* 
The  Christian  doctrine  teacheth  us  all  those  disposi- 
tions that  make  us  afi'able  and  courteous,  gentle  and 
kind,  without  any  morose  leaven  of  pride  or  vanity, 
which  entered  into  the  composition  of  most  heathen 
schemes;  so  we  are  taught  to  be  meek  and  lowly. 
Our  Saviour's  last  legacy  was  peace ;  and  he  com- 
mands us  to  forgive  our  offending  brother  unto  seventy 
times  seven.  Christian  wisdom  is  full  of  mercy  and 
good  works,  teaching  the  height  of  all  moral  virtues 
of  which  the  heathens  fell  infinitely  short.     Plato 
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bdndfaad  fit  if  woitii  obwiring)  has  Mmewhere  a 
dulogtie,  or  part  of  oue,  about  forgiving  our  enemies, 
vbich  ra  perhaps  the  highest  strain  ever  reached  by 
BUD  vithout  divine  assiataooe ;  yet  how  little  is  that 
(»  vhat  our  Saviour  comraands  us  J  *'  To  love  them 
fhit  hate  us ;  to  bless  them  that  curse  us ;  and  to  do 
good  tu  them  that  despitefuUy  use  us." 

Christian  wisdom  is  ^  without  partiality  ;*'  it  is  not 
ealcaUted  for  this  or  that  nation  of  people,  but  the 
wboie  race  of  mankind:  not  so  the  philosophical 
sdieiMi,  which  were  narrow  and  confined,  adapted  to 
thn'f  peculiar  towns,  governments,  or  sects ;  but,  **  in 
emj  nation,  he  that  feareth  God  and  worketh  righte- 
ouawa  is  accepted  with  him.'* 

Isitly,  It  is  **  without  hypocrisy ;"  it  appears  to  be 
what  it  really  is ;  it  is  all  of  a  piece.  By  the  doe- 
tnoei  of  the  gospel,  we  are  so  far  from  being  allowed 
to  jmbliah  to  the  world  those  virtues  we  have  not,  that 
vc  IK  commanded  to  hide  even  from  ourselves  those 
v«  NsQy  have,  and  not  to  let  our  right  hand  know 
what  ov  left  hand  does ;  unlike  several  branches  of 
the  hsthen  wisdom,  which  pretended  to  teach  insensi- 
bilttj  and  indifference,  magnanimity  and  contempt  of 
li/c,  while,  at  the  aame  time,  in  other  parts,  it  belied 
ii>  oirn  doctrines. 

I  come  now,  in  the  last  place,  to  show  that  tiie  great 
<iaB|^  of  wisdom  and  virtue  among  the  Grecian 
■fM  were  pfoduced  by  personal  merit,  and  not  influ- 
«Ked  bj  the  doctrine  of  any  particular  sect ;  whereas, 
is  Chfislianity,  it  is  quite  the  contrary. 

The  two  virtues  most  celebrated  by  ancient  moralists 

sere  fortitude  and  temperance,  as  relating  to  the  go> 

vtnnnent  of  man  in  his  private  capacity,  to  which  their 

Khemet  were  genenlly  addressed  and  confined ;  and 

the  two  inslances  wherein  those  virtues  arrived  at  the 

fmttd  height  were  Socrates  and  Cato.     But  neither 

those,  nor  any  other  virtues  possessed  by  tiiese  two, 

vof  St  all  owing  to  any  lessons  or  doctrines  of  a  sect. 

Fw  Socrates  himself  was  of  none  at  all ;  and  although 

Cato  wu  called  a  stoic,  it  was  more  from  a  resem- 

hiance  of  manners  in  his  worst  qualities,  than  that  he 

•*««ed  himself  one  of  their  disciples.    The  same  may 

he  iftnned  of  msmy  other  great  men  of  antiquity. 

^hcsee  I  infer,  that  those  who  were  renowned  for 

riitne  among  them  were  more  obliged  to  the  good 

Mfoial  dispositions  of  their  own  minds  than  to  the 

<2<KtniMs  of  any  sect  they  pretended  to  follow. 

On  the  other  side,  as  the  examples  of  fortitude  and 
p^mot  among  the  primitive  Christians  have  been  in- 
'tt'tely  neater  and  more  numerous,  so  they  were  alto- 
(ether  £e  piodoct  of  their  principles  and  doctrine ; 
>ad  were  siidi  as  the  same  persons,  without  dioee  aids, 
voold  never  have  arrived  to.  Of  this  truth  most  of 
^  apoade^  with  many  thousand  martjrrs,  are  a  cloud 
^  witnesses  beyond  exception.  Havitig  therefore 
^co  so  laigely  upon  the  former  heads,  I  shall  dwell 
no  looffT  upon  mis. 

And  if  It  should  here  be  objected.  Why  does  not 
Christianity  still  produce  tlie  same  effects  9  it  is  easy  to 
•wwcr,  fiist,  that  although  the  number  of  pretended 
Christiens  be  great,  yet  that  of  true  believers,  in  pro- 
p(«tiQQ  to  the  other,  was  never  so  small ;  and  it  is  a 
trae  lifely  faith  alone  that,  by  the  assistance  of  God's 
pKs,  can  infloence  our  practice. 

StcmMjf^  We  may  answer,  that  Christianity'  itself 
has  rery  much  suffered  by  being  blended  up  with 
9*ntile  philosophy.  The  Platonic  system,  first  taken 
ibio  relifpon,  was  thought  to  have  given  matter  for  some 
<erif  heresies  in  the  church.  When  disputes  began  to 
viae,  the  Peripatetic  forms  were  introduced  by  Scotus, 
•>  best  fitted  for  controversy.  And  however  tliis  may 
^  have  become  necessary,  it  was  surely  the  author  of 
a  Utigioos  vein,  which  has  since  occasioned  very  per- 
BiciMs  oonsequeneesy  stopped  the  progress  of  Chris- 


tianity, and  been  a  great  promoter  of  vice ;  verifying 
that  sentence  given  by  St.  James,  and  mentioned  be- 
fore, "  Where  envying  and  strife  is,  there  is  confusion 
and  every  evil  won.'*  This  was  the  fatal  stop  to  the 
Grecians,  in  their  progress  both  of  arts  and  arms ;  their 
wise  men  were  divided  under  several  sects,  and  their 
governments  under  several  commonwealths,  all  in  op- 
position to  each  other ;  which  engaged  them  in  eternal 
quarrels  among  themselves,  while  they  should  have 
been  armed  i^inst  the  common  enemy.  And  I  wish 
we  had  no  odier  examples,  from  the  like  causes,  less 
foreign  or  ancient  than  that.  Diogenes  said  Socrates 
was  a  madman ;  the  disciples  of  Zeno  and  Epicurus, 
nay  of  Plato  and  Aristotle,  were  engaged  in  fierce  dis- 
putes about  the  most  insignificant  trifles.  And  if  this 
M  the  present  language  and  practice  among  us  Chris- 
tians, no  wonder  that  Christianity  does  not  still  pro- 
duce the  same  effects  which  it  did  at  first,  when  it  was 
received  and  embraced  in  its  utmost  purity  and  per- 
fection :  for  such  wisdom  as  this  cannot  "  descend 
from  above  ;*'  but  must  be  **  earthly,  sensual,  devilish, 
full  of  confusion  and  every  evil  work  ;**  whereas  *'  the 
wisdom  from  above  is  first  pure,  then  peaceably 
gentle,  and  easy  to  be  entreated,  f^ll  of  mercy  and 
good  fruits,  without  partiality,  and  without  hypocrisy.*' 
This  is  the  true  heavenly  wisdom,  which  Christianity 
only  can  boast  of,  and  which  the  greatest  of  the  heathen 
wise  men  could  never  arrive  at 

Now  to  God  the  Father,  the  Son,  and  Holy  Ghost, 
be  praises  for  ever  and  ever.    Amen. 


SERMON  THE  TWELFTH. 

ON  DOING  GOOD; 
A  Sermon  on  the  occsition  of  Wood's  Project.* 

GALATIAMS,  Vi.  10. 

At  we  have  therefore  opportunity ^  let  ut  do  good  unto 

all  men, 

Natube  directs  every  one  of  us,  and  God  permits  us, 
to  consult  our  own  private  good,  before  the  private 
good  of  any  other  person  whatsoever.  We  are  mdeed 
commanded  to  love  our  neighbour  as  ourselves,  but 
not  as  well  as  ourselves.  The  love  we  have  for  our- 
selves is  to  be  the  pattern  of  that  love  we  ought  to  have 
toward  our  neighbour ;  but  as  the  copy  doUi  not  equal 
the  original,  so  my  neighbour  cannot  think  it  hard  if 
I  prefer  myself,  who  am  the  original,  before  him,  who 
is  only  the  copy.  Thus^  if  any  matter  equally  con- 
cern the  life,  tne  reputation,  the  profit  of  my  neigh- 
bour and  my  own ;  die  law  of  nature,  which  is  the  law 
of  God,  obligeth  me  to  take  care  of  myself  first, 
and  afterward  of  him.  And  this  I  need  not  be  at 
much  pains  in  persuading  you  to ;  for  the  want  of 
self-love,  with  regard  to  things  of  this  world,  is  not 
among  the  faults  of  mankind.  But  then,  on  the  other 
side,  tf,  by  a  small  hurt  and  loss  to  myself,  I  can  pro- 
cure a  great  good  to  my  neighbour,  in  that  case  his  in- 
terest is  to  be  preferred.  For  example,  if  I  can  be  sure 
of  saving  his  life  without  great  danger  to  my  own ;  if 
I  can  preserve  him  from  being  undone  without  ruining 
myself;  or  recover  his  reputation  without  blasting 
mine ;  all  this  I  am  obliged  to  do :  and  if  I  sincerely 
perform  it,  I  do  then  obey  the  command  of  God,  in 
loving  my  neighbour  as  myself. 

But,  besides  this  love  we  owe  to  every  man  in  his 
particular  capacity,  under  the  title  of  our  neighbour, 
there  is  yet  a  duty  of  a  more  large  extensive  nature  in- 
cumbent on  us ;  which  is,  our  love  to  our  neighbour 

*  **  I  never."  said  the  d<*an  in  a  jocular  conrenation, 
**  preached  but  twice  in  my  life,  and  they  were  nut  ■ermnns^ 
but  pamphlett."  Being  aaked  on  what  subject,  ho  replied, 
"  They  were  againit  Wood*s  hall^jeooe."— PiLanreroif. 
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in  hit  pnblic  capacity,  as  he  is  a  member  of  that  great 
body  the  commonwealth,  under  the  same  government 
with  ourselves ;  andtliis  is  usually  called  love  of  the  pub- 
lic, and  is  a  duty  to  which  we  are  more  strictly  obliged 
thiui  even  that  of  loving  ourselves ;  because  therein 
ourselves  are  alao  contained,  as  well  as  all  our  neigh- 
bours, in  one  great  body.  This  love  of  the  public,  or 
of  the  commonwealth,  or  love  of  our  country,  was  in 
ancient  times  properly  known  by  the  name  of  virtue, 
because  it  was  the  greatest  of  all  virtues,  and  was  sup- 
posed to  contain  all  virtues  in  it ;  and  many  great  ex- 
amples of  this  virtue  are  left  us  on  record,  scarcely  to 
be  believed,  or  even  conceived,  in  such  a  base,  cor- 
rupted, wicked  age  as  this  we  live  in.  In  those  times 
it  was  common  for  men  to  saciifice  their  lives  for  the 
good  of  their  country,  although  they  had  neither  hope 
uor  belief  of  future  rewards ;  whereas,  in  our  days, 
very|few  make  the  least  scruple  of  sacrificing  a  whole 
nation,  as  well  as  their  own  souls,  for  a  little  present 
gain  ;  which  often  hath  been  known  to  end  in  their  own 
ruin  in  this  world,  as  it  certainly  must  in  that  to  come. 
Have  we  not  'seen  men  for  the  sake  of  some  petty 
employment  give  up  the  very  natural  rights  and 
liberties  of  their  country  and  of  mankind,  in  the  ruin 
of  which  themselves  must  at  last  be  involved  f  Are 
not  these  corruptions  gotten  among  the  meanest  of  our 
people,  who  for  a  piece  of  money  will  give  their  votes 
at  a  venture  for  the  disposal  of  their  own  lives  and 
fortunes,  without  considering  whether  it  be  to  those  who 
are  most  likely  to  betray  or  defend  them  t  But  if  I 
were  to  produce  only  one  instance  out  of  a  hundred 
wherein  we  fail  in  this  duty  of  loving  our  country,  it 
would  be  an  endlos  labour,  and  therefore  I  shall  not 
attempt  it. 

But  here  I  would  not  be  misunderstood :  by  the  love 
of  our  country  I  do  not  mean  loyalty  to  our  king,  for 
that  is  a  duty  of  another  nature ;  and  a  man  may  be 
very  loyal  in  the  common  sense  of  the  word  without 
one  grain  of  public  good  at  his  heart.  Witness  this 
very  kingdom  we  live  in.  I  verily  believe  that  since 
the  beginning  of  the  world  no  nation  upon  earth  ever 
showed  (all  circumstances  considered)  such  high 
constant  marks  of  loyalty  in  all  their  actions  and 
behaviour  as  we  have  done,  and  at  the  same  time  no 
people  ever  appeared  more  utterly  void  of  what  is  called 
a  public  spirit  When  I  say  the  people,  I  mean  the 
bulk  or  mass  of  the  people,  for  I  have  nothing  to  do 
with  those  in  power. 

Therefore  I  shall  think  my  time  not  ill  spent  if  I 
can  persuade  most  or  all  of  you  who  hear  me  to  show 
the  love  you  have  for  your  country  by  endeavouring  in 
your  several  situations  to  do  all  the  public  good  you 
axe  able.  For  I  am  certainly  persuaded  that  all  our 
misfortunes  arise  from  no  other  original  cause  than  that 
general  disregard  among  us  to  the  public  welfaie. 

I  therefore  undertake  to  show  you  three  things :— ^ 
First,  That  there  are  few  people  so  weak  or  mean  who 

have  it  not  sometimes  in  their  power  to  be  useful  to 

the  public. 
Secondfy,  That  it  is  oftm  in  the  power  of  the  meanest 

among  mankind  to  do  mischief  to  the  pnblic. 
And,   lasify.    That  all   wilful   injuries   done    to   the 

public  are  very  great  and  aggravated  sins  in  the 

sight  of  God. 

Fcrt/,  There  are  few  people  so  weak  or  mean  who 
have  it  not  sometimes  in  their  power  to  be  useful  to 
the  public 

Solomon  tells  us  of  a  poor  wise  man  who  saved  a 
city  by  his  counsel.  It  hath  oflen  happened  that  a 
private  soldier,  by  some  unexpected  brave  attempt,  hath 
been  instrumental  in  obtaining  a  great  victory.  How 
many  obscure  men  have  been  authors  of  very  useful 
inventions  whereof  the  world  now  reaps  the  benefit ! 
The  very  example  of  honesty  and  industry  in  a  poor 


tradesman  will  sometimes  spread  through  a  neigfaboa^ 
hood  whoi  others  see  how  successful  be  is ;  and  thus 
so  many  useful  members  are  gained,  for  which  the 
whole  body  of  the  public  is  the  better.  Whoever  is 
blessed  with  a  true  public  spirit,  God  will  ceitainlf 
put  it  into  his  way  to  make  use  of  that  blessing  for 
the  ends  it  was  given  him  by  some  means  or  other; 
and  therefore  it  hath  been  observed  in  most  ages  that 
the  greatest  actions  for  the  benefit  of  the  common- 
wealth  have  been  performed  by  the  wisdom  or  courage, 
the  contrivance  or  industry,  of  particular  men  and  not 
of  numbers ;  and  that  the  safety  of  a  kingdom  hath 
of^en  been  owing  to  those  hands  whence  it  was  lea^ 
expected. 

But,  seeondfyy  It  is  often  in  the  power  of  themean^ 
among  mankind  to  do  mischief  to  the  public;  and 
hence  arise  most  of  those  miseries  with  whidi  the  ststcs 
and  kingdoms  of  the  earth  are  infested.  How  manj 
great  princes  have  been  murdered  by  the  meanest 
ruffians  I  The  weakest  hand  can  open  a  flood-gate  to 
drown  a  country,  which  a  thousand  of  the  strongest 
cannot  stop.  Those  who  have  thrown  off  all  regard  for 
public  good  will  often  have  it  in  their  way  to  do  poblie 
evil,  and  will  not  fail  to  exercise  that  power  whenever 
they  can.  The  greatest  blow  given  of  late  to  this 
kingdom  was  by  the  dishonesty  of  a  few  manufactuien, 
who  by  imposing  bad  ware  at  foreign  markets,  io 
almost  the  only  traffic  permitted  to  us,  did  half  ruin 
that  trade,  by  which  this  poor  unhappy  kingdom  now 
suffers  in  the  midst  of  sufferings.  1  speak  not  here  of 
persons  in  high  stations,  who  ought  to  be  free  from  all 
reflection,  and  are  supposed  idways  to  intend  the 
welfare  of  the  community ;  but  we  now  find  by  ex- 
perience that  the  meanest  instrument  may,  by  the  etm- 
currence  of  accidents,  have  it  in  his  power  to  bring  a 
whole  kingdom  to  the  very  brink  of  destruction,  and  is 
at  this  present  endeavouring  to  finish  his  work;  and 
hath  agents  among  ourselves  who  are  contented  to  see 
their  own  country  undone,  to  be  small  sharers  in  that 
iniquitous  gain  which  at  last  must  end  in  their  ovo 
ruin  as  well  as  ours.  I  confess  it  was  chiefly  the  con- 
sideration of  that  great  danger  we  are  in,  which  a- 
gaged  me  to  discourse  to  you  on  this  subject,  to  exhort 
you  to  a  love  of  your  country,  and  a  public  spirit  when 
all  you  have  is  at  stake ;  to  prefer  the  interest  of  your 
prince  and  your  fellow-subjects  before  that  of  on* 
destructive  impostor  and  a  few  of  his  adherents. 

Perhaps  it  may  be  thought  by  some  that  this  way  of 
discoursmg  is  not  so  proper  from  the  pulpit  But 
surely  when  an  open  attempt  is  made  and  far  carried 
on,  to  make  a  great  kingdom  one  large  poor-house,  to 
deprive  us  of  all  means  to  exercise  hospitality  or 
charity,  to  turn  our  cities  and  churches  into  ruins,  to 
make  the  country  a  desert  for  wild  beasts  and  robbcn, 
to  destroy  all  arts  and  sciences,  all  trades  and  manufaC' 
tures,  and  the  very  tillage  of  the  ground,  only  to  enrich 
one^  obscure,  ill-designing  projector  and  his  folloven, 
it  is  time  for  the  pastor  to  cry  out  **  that  tihe  wolf  is 
getting  into  his  flock,'*  to  warn  them  to  stand  together, 
and  all  to  consult  the  common  safety.  And  God  be 
praised  for  his  infinite  goodness  in  raising  such  a  spint 
of  union  among  us,  at  least  in  this  point,  in  the  midit 
of  all  our  former  divisions ;  which  union,  if  it  continuei 
will  in  all  probability  defeat  the  pernicious  design  of 
this  pestilent  enemy  to  the  nation ! 

But  hence  it  clearly  follows  how  necessary  the  lore 
of  our  country  or  a  public  spirit  is  in  every  particular 
man,  since  the  wicked  have  so  many  opportmiities  of 
doing  public  mischief.  Every  man  is  upon  bis  giurd 
for  his  private  advantage ;  but  where  the  public  is  con- 
cerned, he  is  apt  to  l^  negligent,  considering  himself 
only  as  one  among  two  or  Uu-ee  millions,  among  whom 
the  loss  is  equally  shared,  and  thus  he  thinks  he  can  be 
no  great  sufferer.     Meanwhile  the  trader,  the  fanner, 
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and  the  iliopkccper  complain  of  the  hardnev  and 
deaduev  of  me  times,  and  wonder  whence  it  comes ; 
while  it  is  in  a  great  measure  owing  to  their  own  folly, 
for  want  of  that  love  of  their  country,  and  public 
^'rit  and  firm  union  among  themselves,  which  are  so 
oecesaary  to  the  prosperity  of  every  nation. 

Another  noethod  by  which  the  meanest  wicked  man 
may  have  it  in  his  power  to  injure  the  public  is  false 
accusation,  whereof  this  kingdom  hath  afforded  too 
many  examples ;  neither  is  it  long  since  no  man  whose 
opiiiiuoa  were  thought  to  differ  from  those  in  fashion 
could  Afely  oonverte  beyond  his  nearest  friends  for 
fear  of  being  sworn  against  as  a  traitor  by  those  who 
made  a  traffic  of  peijnry  and  subornation ;  by  which 
The  very  peace  of  the  nation  was  disturbed,  and  men 
fi«Kl  fxom  each  other  as  they  would  from  a  Htm  or  a 
bear  gut  looee.  And  it  is  very  remarkable  that  the 
pemtcious  project  now  in  hand  to  reduce  us  to  beg- 
gary was  forwarded  by  one  of  these  false  accusers,  who 
had  been  ccmvicted  of  endeavouring,  by  perjury  and 
Mibornation,  to  take  away  the  lives  of  several  innocent 
pfTsons  here  among  us,  and  indeed  there  could  not  be 
a  more  proper  instrument  for  such  a  work. 

AnoCner  method  by  which  the  meanest  people  may 
do  injury  to  the  public  is  the  spreading  of  lies  and 
ulsc  rumours :  thus  raising  a  distrust  among  the  people 
of  a  oadon,  causing  them  to  mistake  their  true  interest, 
ar*d  their  enemies  for  their  friends ;  and  this  hath  been 
likewise  too  succeasful  a  practice  among  us,  where  we 
\A\t  known  the  whole  kingdom  misled  by  tiie  groasest 
lir<,  raised  upon  occasion  to  serve  some  particular  turn. 
A«  it  hath  also  happened  in  the  case  I  lately  men- 
tioned, where  one  obscure  man,  by  representing  our 
vADts  where  tbey  were  least,  and  concealing.'them  where 
tiiey  were  greatest,  had  almost  succeeded  in  a  project 
of  utterly  mining  this  whole  kingdom,  and  may  still 
Mccred,  if  God  doth  not  continue  that  public  spirit 
which  be  hath  almost  miraculously  kindled  in  us  upon 
this  occasi<m. 

Thus  we  see  the  public  is  many  times  as  it  were  at 
the  mercy  of  the  meanest  instrument,  who  can  be 
micked  enoo^  to  watch  opportunities  of  doing  it  mis- 
cLmC  upon  the  principles  of  avarice  or  malice,  which  I 
ara  afraid  are  deeply  rooted  in  too  many  breasts,  and 
a^^aiost  which  there  can  be  no  d^i^nce,  but  a  firm 
frmAutiaa  in  all  honest  men  to  he  closely  united  and 
sctire  in  ahowing  their  love  to  their  country,  by  pre- 
frnring  the  public  interest  to  their  present  private 
sdvantage.  If  a  passenger  in  a  great  storm  at  sea 
should  hide  his  goods  that  they  might  not  be  thrown 
oTorboerd  to  lighten  die  ship,  what  would  be  the  con- 
sequence f  The  ship  is  cast  avray,  and  he  loses  his 
life  and  goods  together. 

We  have  heard  of  men  who,  through  greediness  of 
pin,  have  fannight  infected  goods  into  a  nation ;  which 
bffd  a  plague,  whereof  the  owners  and  their  families 
perishea  first.  Let  those  among  us  consider  this  and 
trpmble,  whose  houses  are  privately  stored  with  those 
materials  of  beggary  and  desolation,  lately  brought  over 
to  be  scattered  like  a  pestilence  among  their  country- 
laen,  which  may  probably  first  seise  upon  themselves 
ax»d  their  families,  until  their  houses  snail  be  made  a 
dnnghilL 

1  shall  mention  one  practice  more,  by  which  the 
xeaaest  instruments  often  succeed  in  doing  public 
mischief;  and  this  is  by  deceiving  us  with  plausible 
tffumeota,  to  make  us  believe  that  the  most  ruinous 
(ftjcct  they  can  offer  is  intended  for  our  good,  as  it 
^.appcued  in  the  case  so  often  mentioned.  For  the 
yMM  ignoiant  people,  aUured  by  the  appearing  conve- 
uiciice  in  their  small  dealings,  did  not  discover  the 
■^rpeot  in  the  brass,  but  were  ready,  like  the  Israelites, 
to  offer  incense  to  it ;  neither  could  the  wisdom  of  the 
nation  coiiviDoe  them,  until  some  of  good  intentions 


made  the  cheat  so  plain  to  their  sight,  that  those  who 
run  may  read.  And  thus  the  design  was  to  treat  us, 
in  every  point,  as  the  Philistines  treated  Samson,  (I 
mean  when  he  was  betrayed  by  Delilah,)  first  to 
put  out  our  eyes,  and  then  to  bind  us  with  fetters 
of  brass. 

I  proceed  to  the  last  thin^  X  proposed,  which  was  to 
show  you  that  all  wilful  injuries  done  to  the  public 
are  very  great  and  aggravating  sins  in  the  sight 
of  God. 

Fini,  It  is  apparent  from  Scripture,  and  most  agree- 
able to  reason,  mat  the  safety  and  welfare  of  nations 
are  under  the  most  peculiar  care  of  God*s  providence. 
Thus  he  promised  Abraham  to  save  Sodom,  if  only 
ten  righteous  men  could,  be  found  in  it.  Thus  the 
reason  which  Grod  gave  to  Jonas  for  not  destroying 
Nineveh  was,  because  there  wero  six  score  thousand 
men  in  that  city. 

All  government  is  from  God,  who  is  the  God  of 
order;  and  therefore  whoever  attempts  to  breed  confusion 
or  disturbance  among  a  people  doth  his  utmost  to 
take  the  government  of  the  world  out  of  God's  hands, 
and  put  it  into  the  hands  of  the  devil,  who  is  the  author 
of  confusion.  By  which  it  is  plain  that  no  crime, 
how  heinous  soever,  committed  against  particular 
persons,  can  equal  the  guilt  of  him  who  does  injury 
to  the  public. 

Sectmdfyf  All  offenders  against  their  country  lie 
under  this  grievous  difficulty,  that  it  is  impossible  to 
obtain  a  pardon  or  make  restitution.  The  bulk  of 
mankind  are  very  quick  at  resenting  injuries,  and  very 
slow  in  forgiving  them :  and  how  shall  one  man  be 
able  to  obtain  the  pardon  of  millions,  or  repair  the 
injury  he  hath  done  to  millions  f  How  shall  those  who, 
by  a  most  destructive  fraud,  gut  the  whole  wealth  of 
our  neighbouring  kingdom  into  their  hands,  be  ever 
able  to  make  a  recompense  f  How  will  the  authors 
and  promoters  of  that  villanous  project  for  the  ruin 
of  this  poor  country  be  able  to  account  with  us  for 
the  injuries  they  have  already  done,  although  they 
should  no  further  succeed  f  The  deplorable  case  of 
such  wretches  must  entirely  be  left  to  tne  unfathomable 
mercies  of  God :  for  those  who  know  the  least  in 
religion  are  not  ignorant  that,  without  our  utmost 
endeavours  to  make  restitution  to  the  person  injured, 
and  to  obtain  his  pardon,  added  to  sincere  repent- 
ance, there  is  no  hope  of  salvation  given  in  the  gospel. 

Lattfy,  All  offences  against  our  own*  country  have 
this  aggravation,  that  they  are  ungrateful  and  unna- 
tural. It  is  to  our  country  we  owe  those  laws  which 
protect  us  in  our  lives,  our  liberties,  our  properties, 
and  our  religion.  Our  country  produced  us  into  the 
world,  and  continues  to  nourish  us,  so  that  it  is 
usually  called  our  mother ;  and  there  have  been 
examples  of  great  magistrates  who  have  put  their 
own  cnildren  to  death  for  endeavouring  to  betray  their 
country,  as  if  they  had  attempted  the  life  of  their 
natural  parent. 

Thus  1  have  briefly  shown  you  how  terrible  a  sin  it 
is  to  be  an  enemy  to  our  country,  in  order  to  incite 
you  to  the  contrary  virtue,  which  at  this  juncture  is  so 
highly  necessary,  when  every  man's  endeavour  will  be 
of  use.  We  have  hitherto  been  just  able  to  support 
ourselves  under  many  hardships ;  but  now  the  axe  is 
laid  to  the  root  of  the  tree,  and  nothing  but  a  firm 
union  among  us  can  prevent  our  utter  undoing.  This 
we  are  obliged  to  in  duty  to  our  gracious  king,  as  well 
as  to  our  otirselves.  Let  us  therefore  preserve  that 
public  spirit,  which  God  hath  raised  in  us,  for  our  own 
temporal  interest.  For  if  this  wicked  project  should 
succeed,  which  it  cannot  do  but  by  our  own  folly ;  if 
we  sell  ourselves  for  nought,  the  merchant,  the  shop- 
keeper, the  artificer,  must  fly  to  the  desert  with  their 
miserable  families,  there  to  starve  or  live  upon  rapine. 
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or  at  least  exchange  their  eoiintry  for  one  more  hoipita- 
ble  than  that  where  they  were  bom. 

Thua  much  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  aay  to  you  who 
are  uiider'my  care,  to  warn  you  against  thoee  temporal 
eviU  which  may  draw  the  worst  of  spiritual  evils  after 
them;  such  a«  heart-burnings,  murmurings,  discon- 
tents, and  all  manner  of  wickedness  which  a  desperate 
condition  of  life  may  tempt  men  to. 

I  am  sensible  that  what  I  have  now  said  will  not  go 
yery  far,  being  confined  to  this  assembly ;  but  I  hope 
it  may  stir  up  others  of  my  brethren  to  exhort  their 
several  congregations,  after  a  more  effectual  manner, 
to  show  their  love  for  their  country  on  this  important 
occasion.  And  this  I  am  sure  cannot  becalleu  med- 
dling in  affairs  of  state. 

1  pray  Grod  protect  his  most  gracious  majesty  and 
this  kingdom  long  under  his  government;  and  defend 
us  from  all  ruinous  projectors,  deceivers,  suborners, 
peijurers,  false  accusers,  and  oppressors  ;  ^  from  the 
virulence  of  party  and  faction ;  and  unite  us  in  loyalty 
to  our  king,  love  to  our  county,  and  charity  to  each 
other. 

And  this  we  beg,  for  Jesus  Christ's  sake :  to  whom 
be  aM  honour,  glory,  power,  might,  majesty,  and  do- 
minion, henceforth,  and  for  evermore.     Amen. 

THOUGHTS  ON  RELIGION. 


THOUGHTS  ON  RBUGION. 


I  AM  in  all  opinions  to  believe  according  to  my  own 
impartial  reason ;  which  I  am  bound  to  inform  and 
improve,  as  far  as  my  capacities  and  opportunities  will 
permit. 

It  may  be  prudent  in  me  to  act  sometimes  by  other 
men's  reason ;  but  I  can  think  only  by  my  own. 

If  another  man's  reason  fully  convinces  me,  it  be- 
comes my  own  reason. 

To  say  a  man  is  bound  to  believe,  is  neither  truth 
nor  sense. 

You  may  force  men  by  intf  rest  or  punishment  to 
say  or  swear  they  believe  and  to  act  as  if  they  believed ; 
you  can  go  no  further. 

Every  man,  as  a  member  of  the  commonwealth, 
ought  to  be  content  with  the  possession  of  his  own 
opinion  in  private,  without  perplexing  his  neighbour  or 
disturbing  the  public. 

Violent  seal  fur  truth  has  a  hundred  to  one  odds, 
to  be  either  petulancy,  ambition,  or  pride. 

There  it  a  degree  of  corruption  wherein  some 
nations,  as  bad  as  the  world  is,  will  proceed  to  an 
amendment,  till  which  time  particular  men  should 
be  quiet. 

To  remove  opinions  fundamental  in  religion  is 
impossible,  and  the  attempt  wicked,  whether  those 
opinions  be  true  or  false ;  unless  your  avowed  design 
be  to  abolish  that  religion  altogether.  So  for  instance, 
in  the  famous  doctine  of  Christ's  divinity,  which  has 
been  universally  received  by  all  bodies  of  Christians 
since  the  condemnation  of  Arianism  under  Constantine 
and  his  successors ;  wherefore  the  proceedings  of  the 
Socinians  are  both  vain  and  unwarrantable ;  because 
they  will  be  never  able  to  advance  tiieir  own  opinion, 
or  meet  any  other  success  than  breeding  doubts  and 
disturbances  in  the  worlds- Qia  rat  tone  wd  dUturbani 
mama  mmuii. 

The  want  of  belief  is  a  defect  that  ought  to  be  con- 
cealed, when  it  cannot  be  overcome. 

The  Christian  religion,  in  the  most  early  times,  was 
proposed  to  the  Jews  and  heathens  without  the  article 
of  Christ's  divinity  ;  which  I  remember  Erasmus  ac- 
counts fur,  by  its  being  too  strong  a  meat  fur  babes. 
Perhaps  if  it  were  now  softened  by  the  Chinese  mis- 
sionaries, the  conversion  of  tliose  inlidels  would  be  less 
difficult;  and  we  find  by  the  Alcoran  it  is  the  great 


itumbliiig-blnck  of  the  Mabometaai.  But,  in  a 
country  already  Christian,  to  bring  so  fundamental  a 
point  of  faith  into  debate  can  have  no  coneequenca 
that  are  not  pernicious  to  morals  and  public  peace. 

I  have  been  often  oflended  to  find  St.  Paul's  allego- 
ries, and  other  figures  of  Grecian  eloquence,  converted 
by  divines  into  articles  of  faith. 

God's  mercy  is  over  all  his  works;  but  divines  of  all 
oorts  lessen  that  mercy  too  much. 

I  look  upon  myself,  in  the  camcity  of  a  clergyman, 
to  be  one  appointed  by  Providence  for  defending  a 
post  assigned  me,  and  for  gaining  over  aa  many  cnemia 
as  I  can.  Although  1  think  my  cause  is  just,  yet  om 
great  motive  is  my  submitting  to  the  pleasure  of  Provi- 
dence, and  to  the  laws  of  my  country. 

1  am  not  answerable  to  God  for  the  doubts  tbit 
arise  in  my  own  breast,  since  they  are  the  consequence 
of  that  reason  which  he  has  planted  in  me ;  if  I  take 
care  to  conceal  those  doubts  from  othera,  if  I  use  my 
best  endeavours  to  subdue  them,  and  if  they  hare  no 
influence  on  the  conduct  of  my  life. 

I  believe  that  thousands  of  men  would  be  orthodox 
enough  in  certain  points,  if  divines  had  not  been  too 
curious,  or  too  narrow,  in  reducing  otihodozy  within 
the  compass  of  subtleties,  niceties^  and  distinction!, 
with  little  warrant  from  Scripture,  and  less  from 
reason  or  good  policy. 

J  never  saw,  heard,  nor  read  that  the  clergy  were 
beloved  in  any  nation  where  Christianity  was  the  «- 
ligion  of  the  country.  Nothing  can  render  them  popu- 
lar but  some  degree  of  persecution. 

Those  fine  gentlemen,  who  aifect  the  humour  of 
railing  at  the  clergy,  are,  I  think,  bound  in  honour  to 
turn  paraons  themselves,  and  show  us  better  exanjpl««- 
Miserable  mortals !  can  we  contribute  to  the  hoDOor 
and  glory  of  God  1  1  could  wish  that  ezpseasion  weie 
atmS.  out  of  our  Prayer*books. 

Liberty  of  conscience,  properly  speaking,  is  no  mow 
than  the  liberty  of  possessing  our  own  thoughts  and 
opinions,  which  every  man  enjoys  without  fear  of  th< 
magistrate ;  but  how  far  he  shall  publicly  act  b  por- 
auance  of  those  opinions  is  to  be  regulated  by  the  Iswi 
of  the  country.    Perhaps,  in  my  own  thoughts,  I  prefff 
a  well-instituted  commonwealth  before  a  monareh?; 
and  I  know  several  others  of  the  same  opinion.    Now, 
if  upon  this  pretenee  1  should  insist  upon  liberty  « 
conscience,  form    conventicles   of  republicans,  «« 
print  books  |««ferring  that  government  and  condemn 
ing  what  is  established,  the  magistrate  would,  wio 
great  justice,  hang  me  and  my  disciples.    It  i*  J« 
same  case  in  religion,  although  not  so  avowed ;  ^otn 
liberty  of  conscience,  under  the  present  acceptation, 
equally  produces  revolutions,  or  at  least  coutohiow 
and  disturbances,  in  a  state;  which  politiciaiis  wooW 
see  well  enough,  if  their  eyes  were  not  blinded  oy 
faction,   and  of  which  these  kingdoms,  as  well.*' 
Fnuice,  Sweden,  and  other  countries,  are  flaming  id- 
stanoea.      Cromwell*s  notion  upon  that  article  vtf 
natural  and  right,  when,  upon  the  surrender  of  a  toW 
in  Ireland,  the  popish  governor  insisted  upon  an  ftrt'J»< 
for  liberty  of  concience.     Cromwell  said,  ♦*  HemeddW 
withnoman*sconcience;  but  ifby  liberty  of  con«€ie«»«« 
the  governor  meant  the  liberty  of  the  mass,  he  had  ex- 
press orders  from  the  parliament  of  England  sg»»»« 
admitting  any  such  liberty  at  all." 

It  is  impossible  that  anything  so  natural,  so  to^ 
sary,  and  so  universal  as  death  should  ever  have  t>w» 
designed  by  Providence  as  an  evil  to  mankind. 


Although  reason  were  intended  by  Providence  « 
govern  our  passions,  yet  it  seems  that  in  two  p»»  , 
the  greatest  moment  to  the  beuig  and  contiflu*"^*  .j 
the  world,  God  has  intended  our  paasi<iDS  to  ^ 
over  reofton.  The  first  is,  the  propagatioD  ot  o^ 
■pecies;  since  no  wise  man  ever  married  txora 
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dictata  of  rmod.  The  otiier  it,  tlie  lore  of  life; 
which,  fran  th«  dictates  of  reatOD,  e^eiy  man  would 
deipiie  and  wiifa  it  an  end,  or  that  it  never  had  a 
bcifuioing.  The  S^pture  system  of  man*s  creation  is 
whit  Chriskiani  are  bound  to  beliere,  and  seems  most 
igRftble  ol  all  others  to  probability  and  reason. 
Adam  nt  formed  from  a  piece  of  clay,  and  Eve  from 
one  of  his  ribs.  The  text  mentioneth  nothing  of  his 
Maker's  intending  him  for,  except  to  rule  over  the 
beisli  of  the  lield  and  birds  of  the  air.  As  to  Eve,  it 
doth DoC appear  that  her  husband  was  her  monarch; 
otdy  the  rsf  to  be  his  help-mate,  and  placed  in  some 
d^ree  of  mbjcction.  However,  before  his  fall,  the 
beacTi  were  his  most  obedient  subjects,  whom  he 
governed  by  absolute  power.  After  his  eating  the  for- 
bidden frait,  the  course  of  nature  was  changed ;  the 
anioals  bc^  to  reject  his  government;  some  were 


able  to  escape  by  flight,  and  others  were  too  fierce  to 
be  attacked.  The  Scripture  mentioneth  no  particular 
acts  of  royalty  in  Adam  over  his  posterity  who  were 
contemporary  with  him,  or  of  any  monarch  until  alter 
tiie  flood ;  whereof  the  first  was  Nimrod,  the  mighty 
hunter,  who,  as  Milton  expresseth  it,  made  mm,  and 
not  beasts,  his  prey ;  for  men  were  easier  ci^ught  by 
promises,  and  subdued  by  the  folly  or  treachery  of 
their  own  species ;  whereas  the  brutes  prevailed  only 
by  their  courage  or  strength,  which,  among  them,  are 
peculiar  to  certain  kinds.  Lions,  bears,  elephants, 
and  some  other  animals,  are  strong  or  yuliant;  and 
their  species  never  degenerates  in  their  native  soil, 
except  tliey  happen  to  be  enslaved  or  destroyed  by 
human  fraud ;  but  men  degenerate  every  day,  merely 
by  the  folly,  the  perveiseness,  the  avarice,  the  tyranny, 
the  pride,  the  treachery,  or  inhumanity  of  their  own 
kind. 


TRACTS,   RELIGIOUS   AND   MISCELLANEOUS. 


AN  ARGUMENT 

TO  raoVB  THAT  THE  ABOLISHINO  OP 

CHRISTIANITY  IN  ENGLAND 

I4f,  as  THINOS  NOW  STAND,  BB  ATTENDED  WITH  SOME 
tJICONVENIENCES,  AND  PERHAPS  NOT  PBODUCE  THOSE 
MARY  eOOD  EFFECTS  PROPOSED  THERBBT.* 


1  A>  very  misible  what  a  weakness  and  presumption 
it  is  to  reason  against  the  general  humour  and  dispo- 
i<^«i  of  the  world.  I  remember  it  was,  with  great 
JQtice,  snd  due  regard  to  the  freedom  both  of  ^e  pub- 
he  lad  the  press,  forbidden,  upon  several  penalties,  to 
vrite,  or  discourse,  or  lay  wagers  against  the  Union, 
<T«Q  before  it  was  confirmed  by  parliament ;  because 
^^  w«  looked  upon  as  a  design  to  oppose  the  current 
^  ^  people,  which,  beside  the  fully  of  it,  is  a  mani- 
fotUochof  the  fundamental  law,  that  makes  this 
nijoritjr  of  opinion  the  voice  of  God.  In  like  man- 
^t  ud  ftr  the  very  same  reasons,  it  may  perhaps  be 
i^tfatt  ofe  nor  pmdeut  to  argue  against  the  abolishing 
c^f  ChrirtiaDity,  at  a  juncture  when  all  parties  appear 
»  omniaiously  determined  upon  the  point,  as  we  can- 
ine bot  lUov  from  their  actions,  their  discourses,  and 
*"!  vritings.  However,  I  know  not  how,  whether 
^  tbt  sifeelition  of  singularity,  or  the  perverseness 
of  huosD  nature,  but  so  it  unhappily  falls  out,  tiiat  I 
^•"w*  be  entirely  of  this  opinion.  Nay,  though  1 
*n«  Kut  sn  order  were  issued  fur  my  immediate  pro- 
'^00  by  the  attomey-general,  I  should  still  confess 
*^iD  tbe  present  posture  of  our  allairs  at  home  or 
"^  1  do  not  yet  see  the  absolute  necessity  of  ex- 
^''PJII^nf  the  Christian  religion  from  among  us. 

Thii  perhaps  may  appear  too  great  a  paradox  even 
l^ourwiie  skid  psnduxical  age  to  endure;  therefore 
1  tbsll  liandle  it  wfth  all  tenderness,  and  with  the  ut- 
*Jf  dciiieuce  to  that  great  and  profound  majority 
•««  ii  of  another  sentiment 

A^  yet  the  curious  may  please  to  observe  how 
«Q<b  the  gvoius  of  a  nation  is  liable  to  alter  in  half 
■»•««•  I  have  beard  it  affirmed  for  certain,  by  some 
»«j  old  people,  that  the  contrary  opinion  was,  even 
» ihor  swueria^  as  much  in  vogue  as  the  other  is 
to» ;  snd  that  a  project  for  the  abolishing  of  Chris- 
j*^y 'onld  then  have  appeared  as  singular,  and 
w«n  thonght  as  absurd,  as  it  would  be,  at  this  time, 

Thll!*  **"***** '"»  '^  defence. 

''^^OK  I  freely  own  that  all  appearances  are 

'  'OAi  h  t  "nrfjbufff  nA  jadidfons  ides  — Iovfsof. 


agunst  me.  The  system  of  the  gospel,  after  the  fate 
of  other  systems,  is  generally  antiquated  and  exploded : 
and  the  mass  or  body  uf  the  common  people,  among 
whom  it  seems  to  have  had  its  latest  credit,  are  now 
grown  as  much  ashamed  of  it  as  their  betters ;  opinions 
like  fashions  always  descending  from  those  of  quality 
to  die  middle  sort,  and  thence  to  the  vulgar,  where  at 
length  they  are  dropped  and  vanish. 

But  here  I  woula  not  be  mistaken,  and  must  there- 
fore be  so  bold  as  to  borrow  a  distinction  from  the 
writers  on  the  other  side,  when  they  make  a  difference 
between  nominal  and  real  Trinitarians.  1  hope  no 
reader  imagines  me  so  weak  to  stand  up  in  the  defence 
of  real  Christianity,  such  as  used  in  primitive  times, 
(if  we  may  believe  the  authors  of  those  ages,)  to  have 
an  influence  upon  men's  belief  and  actions:  to  oflfer 
at  the  restoring  of  that  would  indeed  be  a  wild  pro- 
ject ;  it  would  be  to  dig  up  foundations ;  to  destroy 
at  one  blow  all  the  wit  and  half  tbe  learning  of  the 
kingdom ;  to  break  the  entire  frame  and  constitution 
of  things ;  to  ruin  trade,  extinguish  arts  and  sciences, 
with  the  professors  of  them;  in  short,  to  turn  our 
courts,  exchanges,  and  shops  into  deserts ;  and  would 
be  full  as  absurd  as  the  proposal  of  Horace,  where  he 
advises  the  Romans  all  in  a  body  to  leave  their  city, 
and  seek  a  new  seat  in  some  remote  part  of  the  world, 
by  way  of  cure  for  the  corruption  of  their  manners. 

Therefore  I  think  this  caution  was  in  itself  altogether 
unnecessary,  (which  I  have  inserted  only  to  prevent 
all  possibility  of  cavilling,)  since  every  candid  reader 
will  easily  understand  my  discourse  to  be  intended 
only  in  defence  of  nominal  Christianity;  the  otlier 
having  been  for  some  time  wholly  laid  aside  by  general 
consent,  as  utterly  inconsistent  with  our  pesent  schemes 
of  wealth  and  power. 

But  why  we  should  therefore  cast  off  the  name  and 
title  of  Christians,  although  the  general  opinion  and 
resolution  be  so  violent  for  it,  I  confess  I  cannot  (with 
submission)  apprehend,  nor  is  the  consequence  neces- 
sary. However,  since  the  undertakers  propose  such 
wonderful  advantages  to  the  nation  by  this  jiroject, 
and  advance  many  plausible  objections  against  the 
system  of  Christianity,  I  shall  briefly  consider  the 
strength  of  both,  fairly  allow  them  their  greatest  weight, 
and  offer  such  answers  as  I  think  most  reasonable. 
After  which  I  will  beg  leave  to  show  what  incon- 
veniences may  possibly  happen  by  such  an  innovation, 
in  the  present  posture  of  our  affairs. 

First,  one  great  advantage  proposed  by  the  abolishing 
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of  Christianity  if,  that  it  would  very  much  en- 
large and  establish  liberty'  of  conscience,  that  great 
bulwark  of  our  nation,  and  of  the  Protestant  religion ; 
which  is  still  too  much  limited  by  priestcraft,  notwitb- 
standing  all  the  good  intentions  of  the  legislature,  as 
we  have  lately  found  by  a  severe  instance.  For  it  is 
confidently  reported  that  two  young  gentlemen  of  real 
hopes,  bright  wit,  and  profound  judgment,  who,  upon 
a  thorough  examination  of  causes  and  effects,  and  by 
the  mere  force  of  natural  abilities,  without  the  least 
tincture  of  learning,  having  made  a  discovery  that 
there  was  no  God,  and  generously  communicating 
their  thoughts  for  ^e  good  of  tlie  public,  were  some 
time  ago,  by  an  unparallelled  severity,  and  upon  I  know 
not  what  obsolete  law,  broke  for  blasphemy.  And  as 
it  has  been  wisely  observed,  if  persecution  once  begins, 
no  man  alive  knows  how  far  it  may  reach  or  where  it 
will  end. 

In  answer  to  all  which,  with  deference  to  wiser 
judgments,  I  think  this  mther  shows  the  necessity  of 
a  nominal  religion  among  us.  Great  wits  love  to  be 
free  with  tlie  highest  objects ;  and  if  they  cannot  be 
allowed  a  God  to  revile  or  renounce,  they  will  speak 
evil  of  dignities,  abuse  the  government,  and  reflect 
upon  the  ministry ;  which  I  am  sure  few  will  deny  to 
be  of  much  more  pernicious  consequence,  according 
to  the  saying  of  Tiberius,  deorum  offema  diis  curm. 
As  to  the  particular^  fact  related,  I  think  it  is  not  fair 
to  argue  from  one  instance,  perhaps  another  cannot  be 

E reduced  :  yet  (to  the  comfort  or  all  those  who  may 
e  apprehensive  of  persecution)  blasphemy,  we  know, 
is  freely  spoken  a  million  of  times  in  every  coffee- 
house and  tavern,  or  wherever  else  good  company 
meet.  It  must  be  allowed  indeed  that,  to  break  an 
English  free-bom  officer  only  for  blasphemy  was,  to 
speak  the  gentlest  of  such  an  action,  a  very  high  Strain 
of  absolute  power.  Little  can  be  said  in  excuse  for 
the  general :  perhaps  he  was  afraid  it  might  give 
offence  to  the  all  ies,  among  whom,  for  aught  we  know, 
it  may  be  the  custom  of  the  country  to  believe  a  God. 
But  if  he  argued,  as  some  have  done,  upon  a  mistaken 
principle,  that  an  officer  who  is  guilty  of  speaking 
blasphemy  may  some  time  or  other  proceed  so  far  as 
to  raise  a  mutiny,  the  consequence  is  by  no  means  to 
be  admitted ;  for  surely  the  commander  of  an  English 
army  is  likely  to  be  but  ill  obeyed  whose  soldiers  fear 
and  reverence  him  as  little  as  they  do  a  Deity. 

It  is  further  objected  against  the  gospel  system,  that 
it  obliges  men  to  the  belief  of  things  too  difficult  for 
freethinkers,  and  such  who  have  shaken  off  the  pre- 
judices that  usually  cling  to  a  confined  education. 
To  which  I  answer,  that  men  should  be  cautious 
how  they  raise  objections  which  reflect  upon  the  wis- 
dom of  the  nation.  Is  not  everybody  freely  allowed 
to  believe  whatever  he  pleases,  and  to  publish  his 
belief  to  the  world  whenever  he  thinks  fit,  especially 
if  it  serves  to  strengthen  the  party  which  is  in  the  right  f 
Would  any  indifferent  foreigner,  who  should  read 
the  trumpery  lately  written  by  Asgil,  Tindal,  Toland, 
Coward,  and  forty  more,  imagine  the  gospel  to  be  our 
rule  of  faith,  and  confirmed  by  parliaments?  Does 
any  man  either  believe,  or  say  he  believes,  or  desire  to 
have  it  thought  that  he  says  he  t)elieves,  one  syllable  of 
the  matter  ?  And  is  any  man  worse  received  upon 
that  score,  or  does  he  find  his  want  of  nominal  faitn  a 
disadvantage  to  him  in  the  pursuit  of  any  civil  or 
military  employment?  What  if  there  be  an  old  dor- 
mant statute  or  two  against  him,  are  they  not  now 
obsolete  to  a  degree,  that  Epsom  and  Dudley  them- 
selves, if  tliey  were  now  alive,  would  find  it  impossible 
to  put  them  in  execution? 

It  is  likewise  urged  that  there  are,  by  computation, 
in  this  kingdom,  above  ten  thousand  parsons,  whose 
revenues,  added   to   those  of  my  lords  the  bishops, 


would  suffice  to  maintain  at  least  two  hundred  young 
gentlemen  of  wit  and  pleasure,  and  freethinkin;. 
enemies  to  priestcraft,  narrow  principles,  pedantry,  and 
prejudices,  who  might  be  an  ornament  to  the  court 
and  town :  and  then  again,  so  great  a  number  of  &ble 
[bodied]  divines  might  be  a  recruit  to  our  fleet  sod 
armies.  This  indeed  appears  to  be  a  consideratioD  of 
some  weight;  but  then,  on  the  other  side,  serfrai 
things  deserve  to  be  considered  likewise:  as  fint, 
whether  it  may  not  be  thought  necessary  that  in  cer- 
tain tracts  of  country,  like  what  we  call  parifhci. 
there  shall  be  one  man  at  least  of  abilities  to  read  at»l 
write.  Then  it  seems  a  wrong  computation,  that  tbe 
revenues  of  the  church  throughout  this  island  would 
be  large  enough  to  maintain  two  hundred  young  ^eo- 
tlemen,  or  even  half  that  number,  after  the  prcsai 
refined  way  of  living ;  that  is,  to  allow  each  of  thfio 
such  a  rent  as,  in  the  modem  form  of  speech,  wouU 
make  them  easy.  But  still  there  is  in  this  project  a 
greater  mischief  behind ;  and  we  ought  to  bew&K  (f 
the  woman's  folly,  who  killed  the  hen  that  eroT 
morning  laid  her  a  golden  egg.  For,  pray  what  would 
become  of  the  race  of  men  in  the  next  age,  if  we  h-d 
nothing  to  trust  to  beside  the  scrofulous,  coowinptite 
productions  furnished  by  our  men  of  wit  and  pleasnit, 
when,  having  squandered  away  their  vigour,  bcaltH, 
and  estates,  tl»ey  are  forced,  by  some  disagrwaUe 
marriage,  to  piece  up  their  broken  fortunes,  and  fDtid 
rottenness  and  politeness  on  their  posterity  1  N<-*Vj 
here  are  ten  thousand  persons  reduced,  by  Ihewut 
regulations  of  Henry  VIil.,  to  the  necessity  of  alo» 
diet  and  moderate  exercise  who  are  the  only  g^ 
restorers  of  our  breed,  without  which  the  nation  would 
in  an  age  or  two  become  one  great  hospital. 

Another  advantage  proposed  by  the  abolisbiog  « 
Christianity  is  the  clear  gain  of  one  day  in  unf^ 
which  is  now  entirely  lost,  and  consequently  tbe  kju^* 
dom  one-seventh  less  considerable  in  trade,  bosine* 
and  pleasure ;  besides  the  loss  to  the  public  of  *» 
many  stately  structures,  now  in  the  hands  of  the  cl«r^5< 
whidi  might  be  converted  into  play-houses,  market' 
houses,  exchanges,  common  dormitories,  snd  outf 
public  edifices. 

I  hope  I  shall  be  forgiven  a  hard  word,  if  I  ca\^  ^^ 
a  perfect  caviL  I  readily  own  there  has  been  an  ow 
custom,  time  out  of  mind,  for  peojple  to  assemUf  «d 
the  churches  every  Sunday,  and  that  shops  ast^ 
frequently  shut,  in  order,  as  it  is  conceived,  to  pr"*^* 
the  memory  of  that  ancient  practice ;  but  how  tns 
can  prove  a  hinderance  to  business  or  pleasure  ii  ^ 
to  imagine.  What  if  the  men  of  pleasure  are  forcw. 
one  day  in  the  week,  to  game  at  home  instead  of '» 
chocolate-houses  ?  are  not  the  taverns  and  eoffee-bo«K» 
open?  can  there  be  a  more  convenient  seawn  w 
taking  a  dose  of  physic?  are  fewer  elans  got  ap" 
Sundays  than  other  days?  is  not  that  tlie  chief luj 
for  traders  to  sum  up  the  accounts  of  the  week,  jii 
for  lawyers  to  prepare  their  briefs  1  But  I  would  i«^ 
know  how  it  can  be  pretended  that  the  cbnrchea^ 
misapplied?  where  are  more  appointments  and  iw* 
dezvouses  of  gallantry  ?  where  more  care  to  app«'  'J 
the  foremost  box,  with  greater  advantage  of  df^ 
where  more  meetings  for  business  ?  where  more 
gains  driven  of  all  sorts?  and  where  so  msny  coo 
veniences  or  encitements  to  sleep  ?  l   <;«*. 

There  is  one  advantage  greater  than  any  of  the  ij 
going  proposed  by  the  abolishing  of  Christianity ; 
it  will  utterly  extinguish  parties  among  ^  y,  ^ 
moving  those  factious  distinctions  of  high  snd  j 
church,  of  Whig  and  Tory,  Presbyterian  and  Chnrcnw 

England,  which  arc  now  so  many  grievous  ^^'^^^ 
public  proceedings,  and  are  apt  to  dispose  men  ^"P\j. 
the  gratifying  of  themselves,  or  ^^p'***'"^  *^^  ?'lLff . 
versar  ies,  before  the  most  important  mlerfsts  of  to* 
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I  caohm^  if  it  wen  cettatn  that  ao  great  an  advan- 
tage would  redound  to  the  nation  by  this  expedient,  I 
vouJd  fuboiit    and  be  silent ;  but  will  any  man  say 
that,  if  the  words  wttoring,  drinJting^  cheating^  fyinfff 
HtoiuQf  were,  by  act  of  parliament,  ejected  out  of  the 
£u^iali  tongue  and  dictionaries,  we  should  all  awake 
next  rooming  chaste  and  tem{)erate,  honest  and  just, 
and  loren  of  truth!    Is  tins  a  fair  consequence?   Or, 
if  the  physicians  would  forbid  us  to  pronounce  the 
words  pax,  gvut,  rhmmatitm,  and  stone^  would  that 
expedient  aterte,  like  so  many  talismans,  to  destroy  the 
dbeases  themselves?     Are  party  and  faction  rooted 
in  men  s  hearts  no  deeper  than  phrases  borrowed  from 
neltrion,  or  founded  upon  no  firmer  principles  ?  and  is 
our  Language  so  poor  that  we  cannot  find  other  terms 
to  expren  them  ?   Are  emy,  pride,  avarice,  and  ambiiion 
fuch  ill  nomenclators,  that  they  cannot  furnish  appel- 
UttoQs  for  their  owners  ?  Will  not  keydukuy  and  mama' 
Imkn^  wmmdaritUf  and  patthawi,  or  any  other  words 
formed  at  pleasure,  serve  to   distinguish  those  who 
are  in  the  ministry,  from  others,  who  would  he  in 
it  if  they  could  ?     What,  for  instance,  is  easier  than 
to  rarf  the  form  of  speech,  and  instead  of  the  word 
church  make  it  a  question   in   politics  whether  the 
mi«iam«nt  be  in  danger?  Because  religion  was  nearest 
at  hand  to  furnish  a  few  convenient  phrases,  is  our 
irircndoa  so  barren,  we  can  find  no  other  ?    [Suppose, 
f'TT  arfuoient  sake,  that  the  Tories  favoured  Margarita, 
the  Whig*  Mra.  Tofts,  and  the  trimmers  Valentini ; 
would  not  MargaritiajMy  Thftiaru,  and  Fakntiniana 
be  very  tolerable  marks  of  distinction?    The  Pratini 
sod*  Femiiif    two    most    virulent    factions  in    Italy, 
he«ao  (if  I  remember  right)  by  a  distinction  of  colours 
-ii   ribboua;   and  we    might  contend  with  as  good 
a  grace  about  the  dignity  of  the  Utu  and  the  grten, 
which  would  serve  as  properly  to   divide  the  court, 
the  parliament,  and  the  kingdom  between  them  as 
any]  terms  oi  art  whatsoever  borrowed  from  religion. 
Aii^  therefore  I  think  there  is  little  force  in  tliis  ob- 
^ct.fici  against  Christianity,  or  prospect  of  so  great  an 
advantage,  as  is  proposed  in  the  cdwlishing  oi  it. 

It  is  again  objected,  as  a  very  absurd,  ridiculous  cos- 
lom.  that  a  set  of  men  should  be  suffered,  much  less 
««aployedi  and  hired,  to  bawl  one  day  in  seven  against 
the  lawfohiess  of  those  methods  most  in  use,  (owaird  the 
pursuit  of  greatness,  riches,  and  pleajsure,  which  are  the 
oncfiant  practice  of  all  men  alive  on  the  other  six.  But 
rLts  objection  is,  I  think,  a  little  unworthy  of  so  refined 
;i3  ai^  as  ours.  Let  us  argue  this  matter  calmly  :  I 
appeal  to  the  breast  of  any  polite  freethinker,  whether, 
in  the  pursuit  of  gratifying  a  predominant  passion,  he 
bas  uoH  always  felt  a  wonderful  incitement,  by  reflect- 
in;  it  waa  a  thing  forbidden  ;  and  therefore  we  see,  in 
«rdrr  to  cultivate  this  taste,  the  wisdom  of  the  nation 
tia«  taken  necial  care  that  the  ladies  should  be  furnished 
v.th  prohtbited  silks,  and  the  men  with  prohibited 
wine.  And  indeed  it  were  to  be  wished  that  some 
o>h^  prohibitions  were  promoted,  in  order  to  improve 
rh«  pleasures  of  the  town  ;  which  for  want  of  such  ex- 
(«<iients  h^gin  already,  as  I  am  told,  to  flag  and  grow 
tan^id,  giving  way  daily  to  cruel  inroads  from  the 

ft  M  likewise  proposed  as  a  great  advantage  to  the 
f  lihlic,  that  if  we  once  discard  the  system  of  the  gospel, 
«il  religion  will  of  course  be  banished  for  ever;  and 
cijCM#quently  along  with  it  those  grievous  prejudices 
vf  education,  which  under  the  names  of  virtue,  can- 
•*acjwv,A4MHMar,  ju$iiee,  and  the  like,  are  so  apt  to  dis- 
tnrb  the  peace  of  human  minds,  and  the  notions  whereof 
are  wo  hard  to  be  enulicated,  by  right  reason  or  free- 
triinkiog,  aometimes  during  the  whole  course  of  our 

Here  first  I  observe,  how  difficult  it  is  to  get  rid  of  a 
phnae  which  the  world  is  once  grown  fond  of,  though 


the  occasion  that  first  produced  it  be  entirely  taken 
away.  For  several  years  past,  if  a  man  had  but  an  ill- 
favoured  nose,  the  deep-thmkers  of  the  age  would  some 
way  or  other  contrive  to  impute  the  cause  to  the  pre- 
judice of  his  education.  From  this  fountain  were  said 
to  be  derived  all  our  foolish  notions  of  justice,  piety, 
love  of  our  country ;  all  our  opinions  of  God  or  a  fu- 
ture state,  heaven,  hell,  and  the  like ;  and  there  might 
formerly  perhaps  have  been  some  pretence  for  this 
charge.  But  so  effectual  care  has  been  taken  to  re- 
move those  prejudices  by  an  entire  change  in  the  me- 
thods of  education,  that  (with  honour  I  mention  it  to 
our  polite  innovators)  the  young  gentlemen  who  are 
now  on  the  scene  seem  to  have  not  the  least  tincture 
of  those  infusions,  or  string  of  those  weeds ;  and  by 
consequence,  the  reason  for  abolishing  nominal  Chris- 
tianity upon  tiiat  pretext  is  wholly  ceased. 

For  the  rest,  it  may  perhaps  admit  a  oontroversyy 
whether  the  banishing  of  all  notions  of  religion  what- 
soever would  be  convenient  for  the  vulgar.  Not  that 
I  am  in  the  least  of  opinion  with  those  who  hold  reli- 
gion to  have  been  the  mvention  of  politicians  to  keep 
the  lower  part  of  the  world  in  awe,  by  the  fear  of  invi- 
sible powers ;  unless  mankind  were  then  very  different 
to  what  it  is  now  :  for  I  look  upon  the  mass  or  body 
of  our  people  here  in  England  to  he  as  freethinkers, 
that  is  to  say,  as  stanch  unbelievers,  as  any  of  the 
highest  rank.  But  I  conceive  some  scattered  notions 
about  a  superior  power  to  be  of  singular  use  for  the 
common  people,  as  furnishing  excellent  materials  to 
keep  children  quiet  when  they  grow  peevish,  and  pro- 
viding topics  of  amusement  in  a  tedious  winter-night. 

Lastly,  it  is  proposed  as  a  singular  advantage,  that 
the  abolishing  of  Christianity  will  very  much  contri- 
bute to  the  uniting  of  Protestants,  by  enlarging  the 
terms  of  communion,  so  as  to  take  in  all  sorts  of  dis- 
senters, who  are  now  shut  out  of  the  pale  upon  ac- 
count of  a  few  ceremonies,  which  all  sides  confess  to  be 
things  indifferent;  that  this  alone  will  effectually  an- 
swer the  great  ends  of  a  scheme  for  comprehension,  by 
opening  a  large  noble  gate,  at  which  all  bodies  may 
enter;  whereas  the  chaffering  with  dissenters,  and 
dodging  about  this  or  the  other  ceremony,  is  but  like 
opening  a  few  wickets,  and  leaving  them  at  jar,  by 
which  no  more  than  one  can  get  in  at  a  time,  and  that 
not  without  stooping,  and  sideling,  and  squeesing  hit 
body. 

To  all  this  I  answer,  that  there  is  one  darlhig  incli- 
nation of  mankind  which  usually  affects  to  be  a  re- 
tainer to  religion,  though  she  be  neither  its  parent,  its 
godmother,  or  its  friend ;  I  mean  the  spirit  of  opposi- 
tion, that  lived  long  before  Christianity,  and  can  easily 
subsist  without  it.  Let  us,  for*  instance,  examine 
wherein  the  opposition  of  sectaries  among  us  consists ; 
we  shall  find  Cnristianity  to  have  no  share  in  it  at  all. 
Does  the  gospel  anywhere  prescribe  a  starched,  squeezed 
countenance,  a  stiff  formal  gait,  a  singularity  of 
manners  and  habit,  or  any  affected  modes  of  speech, 
different  from  the  reasonable  part  of  mankind  ?  Yet,  if 
Christianity  did  not  lend  its  name  to  stand  in  the  gap, 
and  to  employ  or  divert  these  humours,  they  must  of 
necessity  be  spent  in  contraventions  to  the  laws  of  the 
laud,  and  disturbance  of  the  public  peace.  There  is  a 
portion  of  enthusiasm  assigned  to  every  nation,  which, 
if  it  has  not  |Koper  objects  to  work  on,  will  iHirst  out 
and  set  all  in  a  flame.  If  the  quiet  of  a  state  can  be 
bought  by  only  flinging  men  a  few  ceremonies  to  de- 
vour, it  is  a  purchase  no  wise  man  would  refuse.  Let 
the  mastiffs  amuse  themselves  about  a  sheep's  skin 
stuffed  with  hay,  provided  it  will  keep  them  from 
worrying  the  flock.  The  institution  of  convents  abroad 
seems  in  one  point  a  strain  of  great  wisdom ;  there 
being  few  irregularities  in  human  passions  that  may 
not  have  recourse  to  vent  themselves  in  some  of  those 
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ordert,  which  are  so  many  x«treatt  for  the  speeulatirOy 
the  melancholy,  the  proud,  the  silent,  the  politic,  and 
the  moroee,  to  spend  themselves,  and  evaporate  the 
noxious  particles ;  for  each  of  whom  we  in  this  island 
are  forced  to  provide  a  several  sect  of  religion,  to  keep 
them  quiet ;  and  whenever  Christianity  shall  be  abo- 
lished, the  legislature  must  find  some  other  expedient 
to  employ  and  entertain  them.  For  what  imports  it 
how  large  a  gate  you  open,  if  there  will  be  always  left 
a  numlier,  whil  place  a  pride  and  a  mo^it  in  refusing 
to  enter  f 

Having  thus  considered  the  most  important  objec- 
tions against  Christianity,  and  the  chief  advantages 
proposed  by  the  abolishing  thereof,  I  shall  now,  with 
equal  deference  and  submission  to  wiser  judgments,  as 
before,  proceed  to  mention  a  few  inconveniences  that 
may  happen,  if  the  gospel  should  be  repealed,  which 
perhaps  the  projecton  may  not  have  sufficiently  consi- 
dered. 

And  fiitt,  I  am  very  sensible  how  much  the  gentle- 
men of  wit  and  pleasure  are  apt  to  murmur,  and  be 
choked  at  the  sight  of  so  many  daggled-tail  parsons^ 
who  happen  to  fall  in  their  way  and  offend  their  eyes ; 
but,  at  the  same  time,  these  wise  reformers  do  not  con- 
sider what  an  advantage  and  felicity  it  is  for  great 
wits  to  be  always  provided  with  objects  of  scorn  and 
contempt,  in  order  to  exercise  and  improve  their  ta- 
lents, and  divert  their  spleen  from  falling  on  each  other 
or  on  themselves ;  especially  when  all  this  may  be  done 
without  the  leart  imaginable  danger  to  their  persons. 

And  to  ui^  another  argument  of  a  parallel  nature : 
if  Christianity  wereooce  abolished,  how  could  the  free- 
thinkers, the  strong  reasoners,  and  the  men  of  pro- 
found learning,  be  able  to  find  another  subject,  so 
calculated  in  all  points,  whereon  to  display  their  abi- 
lities f  what  wonderful  productions  oi'  wit  should  we 
be  deprived  of  from  those  whose  genius,  by  continual 
practice,  has  been  wholly  turned  upon  raillery  and 
mvectives  against  religion,  and  would  therefore  never 
be  able  to  shine  or  distinguish  themselves  upon  any 
other  subject  f  we  are  daily  compUining  of  the  great 
decline  of  wit  among  us,  and  would  we  take  away  the 
greatest,  perhaps  the  only,  topic  we  have  left  9  Who 
would  ever  have  suspected  Asgil  for  a  wit,  or  Toland 
for  a  philosopher,  if  the  inexhaustible  stock  of  Christi- 
anity bad  not  been  at  hand  to  provide  them  with 
materials  f  what  other  subject,  through  all  art  or  na- 
ture, could  have  produced  Tindal  for  a  profound 
author,  or  fumishea  him  with  readers  t  it  is  the  wise 
choice  of  the  subject  that  alone  adorns  and  distin- 
guishes the  writer.  For  had  a  hundred  such  pens  as 
these  been  employed  on  the  side  of  religion,  they  would 
have  immediately  sunk  into  silence  and  oblivion. 

Nor  do  I  think  it  wholly  groundless,  or  my  fears 
altogether  imaginary,  that  the  abolishing  Christianity 
may  perhaps  luring  the  church  into  danger,  or  at  least 

rit  the  senate  to  the  trouble  of  another  securing  Yote. 
desire  I  may  not  be  mistaken ;  I  am  far  from  pre- 
suming to  affirm  or  think  that  the  church  is  in  danger 
at  present,  or  as  things  now  stand ;  bat  we  know  not 
how  soon  it  may  be  so,  when  the  Christian  religion  is 
repealed.  As  plausible  as  this  project  seems,  there 
may  be  a  dangerous  design  lurking  under  it.  Nothing 
can  be  more  notorious  than  that  the  atheists,  deiets, 
Bocinians,  anti*trinitarians,  and  other  subdivisions  of 
freethinkers,  are  persons  of  little  seal  for  the  present 
ecclesiastical  establishment ;  their  declared  opinion  is 
for  repealing  the  sacramental  test;  tliey  are  very  in- 
different with  regard  to  ceremonies,  nor  do  tliey  hold 
theyvs  Mvinvm  of  episcopacy ;  therefore  this  may  be  in- 
tended as  one  politic  step  toward  altering  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  church  established,  and  setting  up  presbytery 
in  the  stead,  which  1  leave  to  be  further  considered  by 
those  at  the  helm. 


In  the  last  place,  I  think  nothing  can  be  more  plain 
than  that,  by  this  expedient,  we  shall  nm  into  the  eril 
we  chiefly  pretend  to  avoid,  and  that  the  abolishment 
of  tiie  Christian  religion  will  be  the  readiest  coane  ve 
can  take  to  introduce  popery.  And  I  am  the  more 
inclined  to  this  opinion,  because  we  know  it  bss  been 
the  constant  practice  of  the  Jesuits  to  send  over  m» 
saries  with  instructions  to  personate  themselves  mem- 
bers of  the  several  prevailing  sects  among  us.  Soit  ii 
recorded  that  they  have  at  sundry  times  a])peared  in 
the  disguise  of  presbyterians,  anabaptists,  indepeod- 
ents,  and  quakers,  according  as  any  or  these  were  moit 
in  credit ;  so,  since  the  fashion  has  been  taken  up  of 
exploding  religion,  the  popish  missionaries  hare  not 
been  wanting  to  mix  with  the  freethinkers ;  smosf 
whom  Toland,  the  great  oracle  of  the  antichristisni,  ii 
an  Irish  priest,  the  son  of  an  Irish  priest,  and  the  moA 
learned  and  ingenious  author  of  a  book  called  "Tb« 
Rights  of  the  Christian  Church,**  was  in  a  proper 
juncture  reconciled  to  the  Romish  faith,  whose  bw 
son,  as  appears  by  a  hundred  passages  in  his  tieatiK, 
he  still  continues.  Perhaps  1  could  add  some  otbea 
to  the  number,  but  die  foct  is  beyond  dispute,  and  tlit 
reasoning  they  proceed  by  is  right;  for,  sapponnf 
Christianity  to  be  extinguished,  the  people  willnerer  be 
at  ease  till  they  find  out  some  other  method  of  vc^ 
ship;  which  will  as  infallibly  produce  superstition,  u 
superstition  will  end  in  popery. 

And  therefore  if,  notwithstanding  all  I  have  said,  it 
still  be  thought  necessary  to  have  a  bill  brought  in 
for  repealing  Christianity,  I  would  humbly  offer  si 
amendment,  that  instead  of  the  word  Christianity,  nuT 
be  put  religion  in  general,  which,  I  conceive,  will  mt^fa 
better  answer  all  the  good  ends  propowd  by  the  ^ 
jectors  of  it  For,  as  long  as  we  leave  in  being  a  God 
and  his  providence,  with  all  the  necessary  contequeixes 
which  curious  and  inquisitive  men  will  be  apt  to  dttv 
from  such  premises,  we  do  not  strike  at  the  root  of  ^ 
evil,  though  we  should  ever  so  effectually  annihiUte 
the  present  scheme  of  the  gospel :  for  of  what  me  ii 
freeuom  of  thought,  if  it  wul  not  produce  freedom  of 
action  f  which  is  the  sole  end,  how  remote  soerer  m 
appearance,  of  all  objections  against  Christianity :  and 
therefore  the  frecthinken  consider  it  as  a  sort  of  edifice. 
wherein  all  the  parts  have  such  a  mutual  dependence 
on  each  other,  that  if  you  happen  to  pull  out  one  sinfl« 
nail,  the  whole  fabric  must  fall  to  the  ground.  1^ 
was  happily  expressed  by  him,  who  had  beard  of  > 
text  brought  for  proof  of  the  Trinity,  which  i«  ^ 
ancient  manuscript  was  differently  read ;  he  thereopoQ 
immediately  took  the  hint,  and  by  a  sudden  dedttdion 
of  a  long  toriiet  most  logically  concluded ;  **  ^'hv,  if 
it  be  as  you  say,  I  may  safely  whore  and  drink  on,  aod 
defy  the  parson.*'  From  which,  and  many  the  hw 
instances  easy  to  be  produced,  I  think  nothing  can  b^ 
more  manifest  than  tnat  the  quarrel  is  not  agaiitft  &nj 
particular  points  of  hard  digestion  in  the  Christian 
system,  but  against  religion  in  general ;  which,  1^ 
laying  restraints  on  human  nature,  is  supposed  the 
great  enemy  to  the  fVeedom  of  thought  and  action. 

Upon  the  whole,  if  it  shall  still  be  thought  for  tt^ 
benefit  of  church  and  state  that  Christianity  be  abo- 
lished, I  conceive,  however,  it  may  be  more  conveoieot 
to  defer  the  eaecution  to  a  time  of  peace,  and  not 
venture,  in  this  conjuncture,  to  disoblige  our  alb* 
who,  as  it  falls  out,  are  all  Christians,  and  many  o| 
them,  by  the  pejudices  of  their  education,  so  bigo»'« 
as  to  place  a  sort  of  pride  in  the  appellation.  If  a?^° 
being  rejected  by  them,  we  are  to  trust  to  an  alli«»« 
with  the  Turk,  we  shall  find  ourselves  much  deceived: 
for,  as  he  is  too  remote,  and  gpnemllv  engaged  in  ^ 
with  the  Persian  emperor,  so  his  people  would  be  m«* 
scandalised  at  our  infidelity  than  our  Christian  neig''' 
bouii.    For  the  Turks  are  not  only  strict  observe!*  oi 
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itligWH  vonbh),  but,  what  is  wone,  believe  a  God ; 
vlitcli  ii  BMne  tosn  ia  required  of  ui,  even  while  we 
prwrre  the  Dune  of  Christians. 

To  ooodade :  whatever  some  may  think  of  the  great 
sdnotogci  to  trade  by  this  favourite  scheme,  I  do  very 
■vli  apprehcod  that,  in  six  moiiths  time  after  the  act 
M  pMcd  for  the  extirpation  of  the  gospel,  the  Bank 
md  Eaat- India  stock  may  iall  at  least  one  per  omi. 
Aadiioee  that  is  fifty  times  more  than  ever  the  wisdom 
of  our  Iff  thought  fit  to  venture  for  the  preservation 
of  Chiifdaiiity,  there  is  no  reason  we  should  be  at  so 
gmt  a  lo«,  nady  for  the  sake  of  destroying  it. 


A  PROJECT 

FOR  TH£  ADVANCEMENT  OF  REUGION, 

AND  TBI 
BBFORMATION  OF  MANNERS. 

BY  A  PERSON  OF  QUALITY. 

WRITTEN  IN  THE  YEAS  1709. 


0  oqnit  volvt  tnplaa 

CMm.  el  imbimn  toUen  dTieam ; 
Si  qsMct  paler  urbium 

Subwribi  ttatuis,  iudomitam  audeat 
RHhenare  lioentiam.* 

Row.  Ub.  HI.  Od.  14. 


Hn.1  f^iokf  of  Uiia  tivmtfc>e  in  the  fifth  number  of  the  Tatler. 
"iy  Idle  uma  lo  iiocommoii.  and  promised  m)  pculUr  a  way 
fftkiakiaf ,  that  errry  man  here  hea  read  it.  mnd  as  many  aa 
h**^  door  aa  haw  amm>Ted  H.  It  ia  written  with  the  apirit 
•foM  vho  haa  vtn  toe  world  enou^  to  unilenralue  it  with 
|Mdbe<rdinf.  The  author  muatoertainly  beamanof  wiadom 
M  v»U  M  pl«ty,  and  Have  apent  mach  time  in  the  exercise  of 
^.  Theraal  oaoaea  of  the  deeay  of  the  intereat  of  religion 
w«  nt  forth  ia  a  clear  and  Uwly  maaner,  without  unaeaaou' 
>Uf  punon* ;  and  the  whole  air  of  the  book,  aa  to  the  lan- 
vu^,  the  KBtimenti.  and  the  reaaoninga.  showa  it  was  written 
^  ow  vhoae  virtoe  sita  easy  about  him,  and  to  whom  vice  is 
*k(VMfUr  «aaleaplil>le.  It  waa  aaid  by  oaa  in  company, 
t-MiiiK  to  that  knowlodge  of  the  wurld  this  author  seems  to 
»^.  'The  mm  writes  much  like  a  geutleman,  and  goea  to 
Ittten  with  a  yrrj  good  mien.*" 

TO  THE  COUNTESS  OP  BERKELEY> 

*««,— -My  intention  of  prefixing  your  lady8hip*s 

'^"Dc  v  aot,  af^er  the  common  form,  to  desire  your 

pn>(ectia  of  the  following  papers,  which  I  take  to  be 

a  Toj  soreaaanable  request ;  since,  by  being  inscribed 

ti)  TOOT  ladyship,  though  without  your  knowledge,  and 

"^  V  a  cnicealed  hand,  you  cannot  recommend  them 

a'.tboat  tome  suspicion  of  partiality.     My  real  design 

tt«  I  confcH,  the  very  same  I  have  often  detested  in 

B'oit  dedications ;  that  of  publishing  your  praises  to 

^  varid ;  not  upon  the  subject  of  your  noble  birth, 

^  I  know  others  as  noble ;  or  of  the  greatness  of  your 

•xtaDf,  for  I  know  others  far  greater ;  or  of  that  bieau- 

^fttl  laoe  (the  images  of  their  parents)  which  call  you 

1"^^ ;  f<ir  eren  thu  may  perhaps  have  been  equalled 

<^  Mme  other  age  or  country.     Besides,  none  oi  these 

Kiiiritagcs  do  derive    any  accomplishments   to   the 

cvTien,  but  serve  at  best  only  to  adorn  what  they 

^^J  pnwcss.     What  1  intend  is,  your  piety,  truth, 

pxi  loie,  and  good  nature,  afiability,  and  charity  ; 

*terriD  I  wish  your  ladyship  had  many  equals,  or  any 

"ip^ors ;  and  I  wish  1  could  say  I  knew  them  too, 

(•r  then  yoor  ladyship  might  have  had  a  chance  to 

^^  this  address.  In  the  mean  time,  I  think  it  highly 

t*f<i«ry,  for  the  interest  of  virtue  and  religion,  that 

^  whole  kingdom  dbould  be  informed  in  some  parts 

•  Ob !  th«t  aome  patriot  wise  and  good, 
WoQld  stop  thli  Impioua  thirat  of  blood. 

And  joy  oa  stOnea  to  behold 
His  aaam,  the  fctber  of  the  atnie,  anroU'd. 

V  n  FaAJfCTS. 

*^  Elizabeth,  daagbter  of  Baptist  Noel,  viscount  Campden. 
•JV*"^  to  Kdwaid  car)  of  Gainsbonmgh.  To  the  kindness 
f f  ik»  kdv  tl  b  not  aallkely  that  Swift  waa  indebted  for  hia 


of  yoar  chamcter :  tot  instance,  that  the  easiest  and 
politest  conversation,  joined  with  the  truest  piety,  may 
be  olwerved  in  your  ladyship,  in  as  great  perfection  as 
they  were  ever  seen  aoart  in  any  other  persons.  That 
by  your  prudence  ana  management  under  several  dis> 
advantages,  you  have  preserved  the  lustre  of  that  most 
noble  fiunily  into  which  you  are  grafted,  and  which 
the  nnmeasurable  profusion  of  ancestors,  for  many 
generations,  had  too  much  eclipsed.  Then,  how  happily 

Ci  perform  every  oiBce  of  life  to  which  Proviaence 
called  you :  in  the  education  of  those  two  incom- 
parable daughters,  whose  conduct  is  so  universally 
admired;  in  every  duty  of  a  prudent,  complying, 
affectionate  wife ;  in  that  care  which  descends  to  the 
meanest  of  your  domestics ;  and  lastly,  in  that  endless 
bounty  to  the  poor,  and  discretion  where  to  distribute 
it  I  insist  on  my  opinion,  that  it  is  of  importance  for 
the  public  to  know  this  and  a  great  deal  more  of  your 
ladyship  ;  yet  whoever  goes  about  to  inform  them  shall, 
instead  of  finding  credit,  perhaps  be  censured  for  a 
flatterer.  To  avoid  so  usual  a  reproach,  I  declare  this 
to  be  no  dedication,  but  merely  an  introdnction  to  a 
proposal  for  the  advancement  ot  religion  and  morals, 
oy  tracing,  however  imperfectly,  some  few  lineaments 
in  the  character  of  a  lady,  who  has  spent  all  her  life  in 
the  practice  and  promotion  of  bodi. 

A  PROJECT.  Hre. 
Among  all  the  schemes  offered  to  the  public  in  this 
projecting  agc^  I  have  observed  with  some  displeasort 
tliat  there  have  never  been  any  for  the  improvement  of 
religion  and  morals ;  which,  beside  the  piety  of  the  de- 
sign from  Uie  consequence  of  such  a  reformation  in  a 
future  life,  would  be  the  best  natural  means  for  ad- 
vancing the  public  felicity  of  the  state  as  well  as  the 
present  happiness  of  every  individual.  For,  as  much  aa 
iaith  and  morality  are  declined  among  iu,  I  am  alto- 
gether confident  they  might  in  a  short  time,  and  with 
no  very  great  trouble,  be  raised  to  as  high  a  perfection 
as  numbers  are  capable  of  receiving.  Indeed,  the 
method  is  so  easy  and  obvious  and  some  present  oppor- 
tunities so  good,  that  in  order  to  have  this  project 
reduced  to  practice,  there  seems  to  want  nothing  more 
than  to  put  those  in  mind  who,  by  their  honour,  duty, 
and  interest,  are  chiefly  concerned. 

But  because  it  is  idle  to  propose  remedies  before  we 
are  assured  of  the  disease,  or  to  be  in  fear  till  we  are 
convinced  of  the  danger,  I  shall  first  show  in  general 
that  the  nation  is  extremely  corrupted  in  religion  and 
morals ;  and  then  I  will  offer  a  short  scheme  for  the 
reformation  of  both. 

As  to  the  first,  I  know  it  is  reckoned  but  a  form  of 
speech,  when  divines  complain  of  the  wickedness  of  the 
age :  however,  I  believe,  upon  a  fair  comparison  with 
other  times  and  cotmtries,  it  would  be  found  an  un- 
doubted truth. 

For,  first  to  deliver  nothing  but  plain  matter  of  fitct 
without  exaggeration  or  satire,  I  suppose  it  will  be 
granted  that  hardly  one  in  a  hundred  among  our  people 
of  quality  or  gentry  appears  to  act  by  any  principle  of 
religion ;  that  great  numbers  of  them  do  entirely  dis- 
card it,  and  are  ready  to  own  their  disbelief  of  all 
revelation  in  ordinary  discourse.  Nor  is  the  case  much 
better  among  the  vulgar,  especially  in  great  towns, 
where  the  profaneness  and  ignorance  of  handicraftsmen, 
small  tniohf  servants,  and  the  like  are  to  a  degree 
very  hard  to  be  imagined  greater.  Then  it  is  observed 
abroad,  that  no  race  of  mortals  have  so  little  sense  of 
religion  as  the  English  soldien ;  to  confirm  which,  I 
have  been  often  told  by  great  officers  of  the  army  that, 
in  the  whole  compass  of  ueir  acquaintance,  they  could 
not  recollect  three  of  their  profession  who  seemed  to 
regard  or  believe  one  syllable  of  the  gospel :  and  the 
same  at  least  may  be  affirmed  of  the  fleet.    The  coose- 
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quencet  of  all  which  upon  the  actioiii  of  men  aie'equally 
manifest  They  never  go  about  as  in  former  times  to 
hide  or  palliate  their  Tices,  but  expose  them  ireely  to 
view  like  any  other  common  occurrences  of  life,  with- 
out the  least  reproach  from  the  world  or  themselves. 
For  instance,  any  man  will  tell  you  he  intends  to  be 
drunk  this  evening,  or  was  so  last  night,  with  as  little 
ceremony  or  scruple  as  he  would  tell  you  the  time  of 
the  day.  He  will  let  you  know  he  is  going  to  a  wench, 
or  that  he  has  got  the  venereal  disease,  with  as  much 
indifferency  as  he  would  a  piece  of  public  news.  He 
will  swear,  curse,  or  blaspheme  without  the  least  passion 
or  provocation.  And  though  all  regard  for  reputation 
is  not  quite  laid  aside  in  the  other  sex,  it  is  however  at 
so  low  an  ebb,  that  very  few  among  them  seem  to  think 
virtue  and  conduct  of  absolute  necessity  for  preserving 
it  If  this  be  not  so,  how  comes  it  to  pass  that  women 
of  tainted  reputations  find  the  same  countenance  and 
reception  in  all  public  places  with  those  of  the  nicest 
virtue,  who  pay  and  receive  visits  from  them  without 
any  manner  of  scruple  f  which  proceeding,  as  it  is  not 
very  old  among  us,  so  I  take  it  to  be  of  most  perni- 
cious consequence  :  it  looks  like  a  sort  of  compounding 
between  virtue  and  vice,  as  if  a  woman  were  allowed  to 
be  vicious,  provided  she  be  not  a  profligate ;  as  if  there 
were  a  certain  point  where  gallantry  ends  and  infamy 
begins ;  or  that  a  hundred  criminal  amours  were  not  as 
pardonable  as  half  a  score. 

Besides  those  corruptions  already  mentioned,  it 
would  be  endless  to  enumerate  such  as  arise  from 
the  excess  of  play  or  gaming :  the  cheats,  the  quarrels, 
the  oaths,  and  blasphemies  among  the  men ;  among  the 
women  the  neglect  of  household  afiairs,  the  unlimited 
freedoms,  the  indecent  passion,  and,  lastly,  the  known 
inlet  to  all  lewdness,  when,  after  an  ill  run,  the  person 
must  answer  the  defects  of  the  purse ;  the  rule  on  such 
occasions  holding  true  in  play  as  it  does  in  law,  quod 
non  heAet  in  crumena  Uiat  in  carport* 

But  all  these  are  trifles  in  comparison,  if  we  step  into 
other  scenes  and  consider  the  fraud  and  cozenage  of 
trading  men  and  shopkeepers;  that  insatiable  gulf  of 
injustice  and  oppression  the  law ;  the  open  traffic  for 
all  civil  and  military  employments  (I  wish  it  rested 
there)  without  the  least  regard  to  merit  or  qualifica- 
tions ;  tiiie  corrupt  management  of  men  in  office ;  the 
many  detestable  abuses  in  choosing  those  who  repre- 
sent the  people ;  with  the  management  of  interest  and 
factions  among  Uie  representatives  :  to  which  I  must  be 
bold  to  add,  the  ignorance  of  some  of  the  lower  clergy, 
the  mean  servile  temper  of  others ;  the  pert,  pragmatical 
demeanour  of  several  young  stagers  in  divinity  upon 
their  first  producing  themselves  into  the  world ;  with 
many  other  circumstances  needless,  or  rather  invidious 
to  mention;  which  falling  in  with  the  corruptions 
already  related  have,  however  unjustly,  almost  rendered 
the  whole  order  contemptible. 

This  is  a  short  view  of  the  general  depravities  among 
u^  without  entering  into  particulars,  wliich  would  be 
an  endless  labour.  Now,  as  universal  and  deep-rooted 
as  these  appear  to  be,  1  am  utterly  deceived  if  an  eflec- 
tual  remedy  might  not  be  applied  to  most  of  them  : 
neither  am  I  at  present  upon  a  wild  speculative 
project,  but  such  a  one  as  may  be  easily  put  in 
execution. 

For  while  the  prerogative  of  giving  all  employments 
continues  iu  the  crown,  either  immediately  or  by  subor- 
dination, it  is  in  tlie  power  of  the  prince  to  make  piety 
and  virtue  become  the  fashion  of  the  age,  if  at  the  same 
time  he  would  make  them  necessary  qualifications  for 
favour  and  preferment 

It  is  clear  from  present  experience,  that  the  bare  ex- 
ample of  the  best  prince  will  not  have  any  mighty 
influence  where  the  age  is  very  corrupt.  For  when  was 
there  ever  a  better  prince  on  the  throne  than  the  present 


queen  f  I  do  not  talk  of  her  talent  for'goverament,hfr 
love  of  the  people,  or  any  other  qualities  that  are  purely 
regal;  but  her  pictv,  charity,  temperance,  conjugal 
love,  and  whatever  omer  virtues  do  best  adorn  a  private 
life;  wherein,  without  question  or  flattery,  she  hot  no 
superior :  yet  neither  will  it  be  satire  or  peevish  invec- 
tive to  affirm,  that  infidelity  and  vice  are  not  mucli 
diminished  since  her  coming  io  the  crown,  nor  will  in 
all  probability,  till  more  eflectual  remedies  be  provided. 
Thus  human  nature  seems  to  lie  under  the  disad- 
vantage that  the  example  alone  of  a  vicious  prioce  will 
iu  time  corrupt  an  age ;  but  the  example  of  a  good  one 
will  not  be  sufficient  to  reform  it  without  further  endea- 
vours. Princes  must  therefore  supply  this  defect  b;  a 
vigorous  exercise  of  that  authority  which  Uie  law  l»s 
left  ^em,  bv  making  it  every  man  s  interest  tiid 
honour  to  cultivate  religion  and  virtue ;  by  rendering 
vice  a  disgrace  and  the  certain  ruin  to  piefenncnt  cf 
pretensions :  all  which  they  should  first  attempt  in  their 
own  courts  and  families.  For  instance,  might  not  tHe 
queen's  domestics  of  the  middle  and  lower  sort  be 
obliged,  upon  penalty  of  suspension  or  loss  of  their  em- 
ployments, to  a  constant  weekly  attendance  at  leait  on 
the  service  of  tibe  church  ;  to  a  decent  behaviour  in  it; 
to  receive  the  sacrament  four  times  in  theyesr;  to 
avoid  swearing  and  irreligious  profane  discoonei: 
and  to  the  appearance,  at  least,  of  temperance  vi<i 
chastity?  Might  not  the  care  of  all  this  be  committd 
to  the  strict  inspection  of  proper  officers  f  Might  not 
those  of  higher  rank  and  nearer  access  to  her  maj«fty  i 
person  receive  her  own  commands  to  the  same  piirp«»p; 
and  be  countenanced  or  disfavoured  according  as  ther 
obey  f  Might  not  tlie  queen  lay  her  injunctions  on  the 
bishops  and  other  great  men  of  undoubted  piety  to 
make  diligent  inquiry  and  give  her  notice  if  uj 
person  about  her  should  happen  to  be  of  libertine  prin- 
ciples or  morals  ?  Might  not  all  those  who  enter  np« 
any  oflSce  in  her  majesty *s  family  be  obliged  tw  take 
an  oath  parallel  with  that  against  simony,  which  is 
administered  to  the  clergy  f  It  is  not  to  he  doubted, 
but  that  if  these  or  the  like  proceedings  were  duly 
observed,  morality  and  religion  would  soon  become 
fashionable  court  virtues,  and  be  taken  up  as  the  onlj 
methods  to  get  or  keep  employments  there;  which 
alone  would  have  mighty  influence  upon  man  j  of  the 
nobility  and  principal  gentry. 

But  if  the  like  methods  were  pursued  as  far  as  P«- 
sible  with  regard  to  those  who  are  in  the  great  employ- 
ments of  state,  it  is  hard  to  conceive  how  general  a 
reformation  they  might  in  time  produce  among  ui. 
For  if  piety  and  virtue  were  once  reckoned  qualifiw- 
tious  necessary  to  preferment,  every  man  thus  endow Wi 
when  put  into  great  stations,  would  readily  imitate  \w 
queen  s  example  in  the  distribution  of  all  oflSce  ii> 
his  disposal,  especially  if  any  apparent  transgre^fi^ 
through  favour  or  partiality,  would  be  imputed  to  hini 
for  a  misdemeanour,  by  which  he  must  certainly  A^* 
feit  his  favour  and  station ;  and  there  being  such  ^^ 
numbers  in  employment,  scattered  through  every  town 
and  county  in  this  kingdom,  if  all  these  were  exrai- 
plary  in  the  conduct  of  their  lives,  things  would  »ofl 
take  a  new  face,  and  religion  receive  a  mighty  encou- 
ragement ;  nor  would  the  public  weal  be  less  advanceJ, 
since,  of  nine  offices  in  ten  that  are  ill  executed,  the 
defect  is  not  in  capacity  or  understanding,  but  in  com- 
mon honesty.  I  know  no  employment  for  which  pj«'7 
disqualifies  any  man ;  and  if  it  did,  I  doubt  the  objec- 
tion would  not  be  very  seasonably  oflered  at  preaeiit; 
because  it  is  perhaps  too  just  a  reflection,  that  in  the 
disposal  of  places,  the  question  whether  a  person  be  nt 
for  what  he  is  recommended  to  is  generally  the  u^ 
that  is  thought  on  or  regarded. 

I  have  often  imagined  that  something  paiallel  tutbe 
office  of  censors  anciently  iu  Rome  woiUd  be  of  mightf 
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UK  tmoug  III,  and  could  be  tuuiy  limited  from  run- 
nmf  into  any  ezorbitanoei.  The  Romans  und«ntood 
libatj  at  lent  as  well  as  we,  were  as  jealous  of  it,  and 
upon  cfcry  occasion  as  bold  assertois.  Yet  I  do  not 
remmbcr  to  have  read  any  great  complaint  of  the 
abuM  in  diat  oflice  among  them,  but  many  admirable 
t§et^  of  it  are  left  upon  record.  There  are  several 
pnnicious  vices,  frequent  and  notorious  among  us,  that 
oeape  or  dude  the  punishment  of  any  law  we  have  yet 
inrcntcd,  or  have  bad  no  law  at  all  against  them; 
fvcfa  as  atheism,  drunkenness,  fraud,  avarice,  and 
ier«fal  othos,  which  by  this  institution,  wisely  regu- 
lated, might  he  much  reformed.  Suppose,  for  instance, 
ibat  itincKiy  commissioners  were  appointed  to  inspect 
cTfrvvbcrs  throughout  the  kingdom  into  the  conduct 
at  kut  of  men  in  office,  with  respect  to  their  morals 
and  religion  as  well  as  their  abilities ;  to  receive  the 
conplaioti  and  informations  that  should  be  offered 
aiairat  them,  and  make  their  report  here  upon  oath  to 
the  cout  or  the  ministry,  who  should  reward  or  punish 
AMoidiifly.  I  avoid  entering  into  the  particulars  of 
thii  or  any  other  scheme,  which,  coming  from  a  private 
haai  might  be  liable  to  many  defects,  but  would  soon 
be  digcited  by  the  wisdom  of  the  nation ;  and  surely 
^MNWL  sryear  would  not  be  ill  laid  out  among  as  many 
coamisiioners  duly  qualified,  who,  in  three  divisions, 
ihwUd  be  personally  obliged  to  take  their  yearly  circuits 
^tkat  poipoee. 

But  this  IS  beside  my  present  design,  which  was  only 
t0  ihow  what  degree  of  reformation  is  in  the  power  of 
the  queen  without  the  interposition  of  the  legislature, 
and  which  her  majesty  is,  without  question,  obliged  in 
coiacienoe  to  endeavour  by  her  authority  as  much  as 
■be  does  by  her  practice. 

It  will  he  easilj  granted,  that  the  example  of  this 
p«at  town  has  a  mighty  induence  over  the  whole 
kingdom ;  and  it  is  as  manifest,  that  the  town  is  equally 
iBfoenoed  Vy  the  court,  and  the  ministry,  and  those 
vbo,  by  their  employments  or  their  hopes,  depend  upon 
tbcm.  Now,  if  under  so  excellent  a  princess  as  the 
jvettDt  queen,  we  would  suppose  a  family  strictly  regu- 
wed,  as  I  have  above  proposed,  a  ministry  where  every 
*>^«  perMm  was  of  distinguisbed  piety ;  if  we  should 
"ippoae  all  great  offices  of  state  and  law  filled  after  the 
■OK  aaaiirr,  and  with  such  as  were  equally  diligent 
io<^booring  persons,  who,  in  their  several  subordinations, 
*«ild  be  obliged  to  follow  tfaeexamplesof  theirsuperiors, 
<"M^  the  penalty  of  loss  of  favour  and  place,  will  not 
fYcrybiMiy  grant  that  the  empire  of  vice  and  irreligion 
voold  be  soon  destroyed  in  this  great  metropolis,  and 
<^re  a  tenible  blow  through  the  whole  island,  which 
^  a)  great  an  intercourse  with  it,  and  so  much  affecta 
to  follow  its  faahionsf 

^or  if  religion  were  once  understood  to  be  the  neces- 
«VT  rtep  to  &Tour  and  preferment,  can  it  be  imagined 
ibat  say  Qsn  would  openly  offend  against  it  who  had 
ib<  leait  regard  for  his  reputation  or  his  fortune  f 
Tber«  it  no  quality  so  contrary  to  any  nature  which 
ovn  cannot  affect  and  put  on  upon  occaaion  in  order 
b*  icne  an  interest  or  gratify  a  prevailing  passion.  The 
jvundf^  msn  will  personate  humilitv,  the  morosest 
leant  to  flatter,  the  lasiest  will  be  sedulous  and  active, 
*°<K  be  is  in  pursuit  of  what  he  has  much  at  heart : 
^  >^">dy,  theivfore,  would  most  men  be  to  step  uito 
*«  paths  of  virtue  and  piety  if  they  infallibly  led  to 
bvour  and  fortune ! 

If  iwearing  and  ptofrneness,  scandalous  and  avowed 
p*''o*^  excessive  gaming  and  intemperance  were  a 
"tt«  diaooonlaianocd  in  the  army,  I  cannot  readily 
**  T||^  ^  consequences  could  be  apprehended.  If 
l^tieiaen  of  that  profession  were  at  least  obliged  to 
•^  extetnsl  decorum  in  their  conduct,  or  even  if  a 
P^ifat*  life  and  character  were  not  a  means  of  ad- 
and  the  appearance  of  piety  a  most  infal- 
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liUe  hiodianoe,  it  is  impossible  the  eorruptioDt  ther* 
should  be  so  universal  and  exOTbitant  I  have  been 
assured  by  several  great  officers,  that  no  troops  abroad 
are  so  ill  disciplined  as  the  English,  which  cannot 
well  be  otherwise  while  the  common  soldiers  have  per- 
petually before  their  eyes  the  vicious  example  of  tbeir 
loulers ;  and  it  is  hardly  possible  for  those  to  commit 
any  crime  whereof  these  are  not  infinitely  more  guilty, 
and  with  less  temptation. 

It  is  commonly  charged  upon  the  gentlemen  of  the 
army,  that  the  beastly  vice  of  drinking  to  excess  has 
been  lately,  from  their  example,  restored  among  us, 
which  for  some  years  before  was  almost  dropped  in 
England.  Bu^  whoever  the  introducers  were,  they 
have  succeeded  to  a  rairade;  many  of  the  young  nobi- 
lity and  gantry  are  already  become  great  proficients, 
and  are  under  no  manner  of  concern  to  aide  their 
talent,  but  are  got  beyond  all  sense  of  shame,  or  fear  of 
reproach. 

This  might  soon  be  remedied  if  the  queen  would 
think  fit  to  declare,  that  no  young  person  of  quality 
whatnever  who  was  notoriously  addicted  to  that  or 
any  other  vioe  should  be  capaible  of  her  fiivour,  4ir 
even  admitted  into  her  presence,  with  positive  com- 
mand  to  her  ministers,  and  others  in  great  office,  to 
treat  them  in  the  same  manner ;  after  which  all  men 
who  had  any  regard  for  their  reputation,  or  any  pro- 
spect of  preferment,  would  avoid  (heir  commerce. 
This  would  quickly  make  that  vice  so  scandalous,  that 
those  who  could  not  subdue  would  at  least  cndeavonr 
to  disguise  it 

By  the  like  methods  a  stop  might  be  put  to  that 
ruinous  nactice  of  deep  gaming ;  and  the  reason  why 
it  prevails  so  much  is,  becanse  a  treatment  directly 
opposite  in  every  point  is  made  use  of  to  promote  it ; 
by  which  means  the  laws  enacted  against  this  abuse  are 
wholly  eluded. 

It  cannot  be  denied  that  the  want  of  strict  discipline 
in  the  univftsities  has  been  of  pernicious  consequence 
to  the  youth  of  this  nation,  who  are  there  almost  left 
entirely  to  their  own  management,  especially  those 
among  them  of  better  quality  and  fortune ;  who,  be- 
cause they  are  not  under  a  necessity  of  making  learn- 
ing their  maintenance,  are  easily  allowed  to  pass  their 
time,  and  take  their  degrees  with  little  or  no  improve- 
ment ;  than  which  there  cannot  well  be  a  greater  absur- 
ditv :  for  if  no  advancement  of  knowledge  can  be 
had  from  those  places,  the  time  there  spent  is  at  best 
utterly  lost,  because  every  ornamental  part  of  educa- 
tion is  better  taught  elsewhere :  and  as  for  keeping 
youths  out  of  harm's  way,  I  doubt,  where  so  many  of 
them  are  got  together,  at  full  liberty  of  doing  what 
they  please,  it  wUl  not  answer  the  end.  But  whatever 
abuses,  corruptions,  or  deviations  from  statutes  have 
crept  into  the  universities  through  neglect  or  length  of 
time,  they  might  in  a  great  degree  be  reformed,  by 
strict  injunctions  from  court  (upon  each  particular)  to 
the  visitors  and  heads  of  houses ;  beside  the  peculiar 
authority  the  queen  may  have  in  several  colleges^ 
whereof  her  piedecessora  were  the  founders.  And 
among  other  regulations,  it  would  be  very  convenient 
to  prevent  the  excess  of  drinking;  with  that  scurvy 
custom  among  the  lads,  and  parent  of  the  former  vice, 
the  taking  of  tobacco  where  it  is  not  absolutely  neces- 
sary in  point  of  health* 

From  the  universities  the  young  nobility,  and  othem 
of  great  fortunes,  are  sent  for  early  up  to  town,  for  fear 
of  contracting  any  airs  of  pedantry  by  a  college  educa- 
tion. Many  of  the  younger  gentry  retire  to  the  inns 
of  court,  where  they  are  wholly  left  to  their  own  discre- 
tion. And  the  consequence  of  this  remissness  in  edu- 
tion  appears,  by  observing  that  nine  in  ten  of  those 
who  rise  in  the  church,  or  the  court,  the  law,  or  the 
army,  are  younger  brother^  or  new  men,  whose  nat- 
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row  fbrtunes  have  farced  them  upon  ioduitry  and 
application. 

Am  for  the  inns  of  court,  unless  we  suppose  them  to 
be  much  degenerated,  they  must  needs  be  the  worst 
instituted  seminaries  in  any  Christian  country ;  but 
whetlier  they  may  be  corrected  without  interposition 
of  the  legislature  I  have  not  skill  enough  to  determine. 
However,  it  is  certain  that  all  wise  nations  have  agreed 
ill  the  necessity  of  a  strict  education,  which  consisted, 
among  other  things,  in  the  observance  of  moral  duties, 
especially  justice,  temperance,  and  chastity,  as  well  as 
the  knowledge  of  arts,  and  bodily  exercises ;  but  all 
these  among  us  are  laughed  out  of  doors. 

Without  the  least  intention  to  offend  the  clergy,  I 
cannot  but  think  that,  through  a  mistaken  notion  and 
practice,  they  prevent  themselves  from  doing  much 
service,  which  otherwise  might  lie  in  their  power,  to 
religion  and  virtue :  I  mean,  by  affecting  so  much  to 
converse  with  each  otiber,  and  caring  so  little  to  mingle 
with  the  laity.  They  have  their  particular  dubs,  and 
particular  coffee-houses,  where  they  generally  appear 
HI  clusters  :  a  single  divine  dares  hardly  show  his  per- 
son among  numbers  of  fine  gentlemen ;  or  if  he  happens 
to  fall  into  such  company,  he  is  silent  and  suspicious, 
in  continual  apprehension  that  some  pert  man  of  plea- 
sure should  break  an  unmannerly  jest  and  render  him 
ridiculous.  Now  I  take  this  behaviour  of  the  clergy  to 
be  just  as  r/$asonable  as  if  the  physicians  should  agree 
to  spend  their  time  in  visiting  one  another,  or  ueir 
several  apothecaries,  and  leave  their  patients  to  shift  for 
themselves.  In  my  humble  opinion,  the  clergy's  busi- 
ness lies  entirely  among  the  laity;  neither  is  there, 
perhaps,  a  more  eflectuaf  way  to  forward  the  salvation 
of  men's  souls,  than  for  spiritual  parsons  to  make  them- 
selves as  agreeable  as  they  can  in  the  conversations  of 
the  world,  for  which  a  learned  education  gives  them 
great  advantage,  if  they  would  please  to  improve  and 
apply  it.  It  so  happens  that  the  men  of  pleasure,  who 
never  go  to  church,  nor  use  themselves  to  read  books 
ci  devotion,  form  their  ideas  of  the  clergy  from  a  few 
poor  strollers  they  often  observe  in  the  streets,  or  sneak- 
ing out  of  some  person  *of  quality's  house,  where  they 
are  hired  by  the  lady  at  ten  shillings  a>month  :  while 
those  of  better  figure  and  parts  do  seldom  appear  to 
correct  these  notions.  Ana  let  some  reasoners  think 
what  they  please,  it  is  certain  that  men  must  be  brought 
to  esteem  and  love  the  clergy  before  they  can  be  per- 
suaded to  be  in  love  with  religion.  No  man  values 
the  best  medicine  if  administered  by  a  physician  whose 
person  he  hates  or  despises.  If  the  clergy  were  as  for- 
ward to  appear  in  all  companies  as  other  gentlemen, 
and  would  a  little  studv  the  arts  of  conversation  to 
make  themselves  agreeable,  they  might  be  welcome  at 
every  party  where  there  was  the  least  regard  for  polite- 
ness or  good  sense ;  and  consequently  pre\'ent  a  thousand 
vicious  or  profane  discourses,  as  well  as  actions; 
neither  would  men  of  understanding  complain  that  a 
clergyman  was  a  constraint  upon  the  company,  because 
they  could  not  speak  blasphemy  or  obscene  jests  before 
him.  While  the  people  are  so  jealous  of  the  clergy's 
ambition,  as  to  abhor  all  thoughts  of  the  return  of' 
ecclesiastical  discipline  among  them,  I  do  not  see  any 
other  method  left  for  men  of  that  function  to  take,  in 
order  to  reform  the  world,  than  by  using  all  honest 
arts  to  make  themselves  acceptable  to  the  laity.  This, 
no  doubt,  is  part  of  that  wisaom  of  the  serpent,  which 
the  author  of  Christianity  directs,  and  is  the  very 
method  used  by  St  Paul,  who  became  all  things  to 
all  men — to  the  Jews  a  Jew,  and  a  Greek  to  the  Greeks. 

How  to  remedy  these  inconveniences  may  be  a 
matter  of  some  difficulty,  since  the  clergy  seem  to  be  of 
an  opinion  that  this  humour  of  sequestering  themselves 
is  a  part  of  their  duty ;  nay,  as  I  remember  they  have 
been  told  so  by  some  of  their  bishops  in  their  pastoral 


letters,  particularly  by  one  [Dr.  Burnet]  among  them 
of  great  merit  and  distinction,  who  yet  in  lui  ovq 
practice  has  all  his  lifetime  taken  a  course  directly 
contrary.  But  I  am  deceived  if  an  awkward  ihamesud 
fear  of  ill  usage  firom  the  laity  have  not  a  greater  ihart 
in  this  mistaken  conduct  than  their  own  incliDstiooi : 
however,  if  the  outward  profession  of  religion  and 
virtue  were  once  in  practice  and  countenance  at  court 
as  well  as  amonr  all  men  in  office,  or  who  have  iny 
hopes  or  dependence  for  preferment,  a  good  treatmoil 
of  the  cleigy  would  be  the  necessary  consequence  of 
•uch  a  reformation;  and  they  would  soon  be  wiie 
enough  to  see  their  own  duty  and  interest  in  qualify 
ing  themselves  for  lay  conversation  when  once  they 
were  out  of  fear  of  being  choked  by  ribaldry  or  pro* 
faneness. 

There  is  one  further  circumstance  upon  this  occa- 
sion which  I  know  not  whether  it  will  be  very  ortho- 
dox to  mention :  the  clergy  are  the  only  set  of  mm 
among  us  who  constantly  wear  a  distinct  habit  froin 
Others ;  the  consequence  of  which  (not  in  reason  but  in 
fact)  is  this,  that  as  long  as  any  scandalous  penoui 
appear  in  that  dress,  it  will  continue  in  some  degree  s 
general  mark  of  contempt.  Whoever  happens  to  mc 
a  scoundrel  in  a  gown  reeling  home  at  midnight  (t 
sight  neither  frequent  nor  miraculous)  is  apt  to  enter- 
tain an  ill  idea  of  the  whole  order,  and  at  the  same 
time  to  be  extremely  comforted  in  his  own  vicei. 
Some  remedy  might  be  put  to  this,  if  thoee  straggling 
gentlemen  who  come  up  to  town  to  seek  their  fortuiM 
were  fairly  dismissed  to  the  West  Indies,  where  there  n 
work  enough,  and  where  some  better  ^vision  should  be 
made  for  them  than  I  doubt  there  is  at  present.  Or 
what  if  no  person  were  allowed  to  wear  the  habit  who 
had  not  some  preferment  in  the  church,  or  at  least  loine 
temporal  fortune  sufficient  to  keep  him  out  of  contempt  1 
though  in  my  opinion  it  were  infinitely  better  if  all  the 
clergy  (except  the  bishops)  were  permitted  to  appear 
like  other  men  of  the  graver  sort,  unlc«  at  tboie 
seasons  when  they  are  doing  the  business  of  their 
function. 

There  is  one  abuse  in  this  town  which  wonderfully 
contributes  to  the  promotion  of  vice ;  that  such  meo 
are  often  put  into  tne  commission  of  tlie  peace,  whoM 
interest  it  is  that  virtue  should  be  utterly  banish^  from 
among  us ;  who  maintain  or  at  least  enrich  themsdrei 
by  encouraging  the  grossest  immoralities;  to  whom  all 
the  bawds  of  the  ward  pay  contribution  for  shelter  apd 
protection  from  the  laws.  Thus  these  worthy  magi*' 
trates,  instead  of  lessening  enormities,  are  the  occaaioa 
of  just  twice  as  much  debauchery  as  there  would  be 
without  them.  For  those  in&mous  women  are  forced 
upon  doubling  their  work  and  industry  to  answer 
double  charges  of  paying  the  justice  and  supporting 
themselves ;  like  thieves  who  escape  the  gallows  ai)d 
are  let  out  to  steal  in  order  to  discharge  the  gaoler's 
fees. 

It  is  not  to  be  questioned  but  the  queen  and  ministry 
might  easily  redress  this  abominable  grievance  by 
enlarging  the  number  of  justices  of  the  peace ;  by  eo* 
deavouring  to  choose  men  of  virtuous  principles ;  by 
admitting  none  who  have  not  considerable  fortunes; 
perhaps  by  receiving  into  the  number  some  of  the  most 
eminent  clergy :  than  by  forcing  all  of  them,  upon 
severe  ^alties,  to  act  when  there  is  occasion,  and  noi 
permittmg  any  who  are  offered  to  refuse  the  commU* 
sion  ;  but  in  these  two  last  cases,  which  are  very  mste- 
rial,  I  doubt  there  will  be  need  of  the  legislature. 

The  reformation  of  the  stage  is  entirely  in  the  power 
of  the  queen ;  and  in  the  consequences  it  has  upon  the 
minds  of  the  younger  peopl^  does  very  well  deserve  the 
strictest  care.  Besides  the  indecent  and  profane  pas- 
sages ;  besides  the  perpetual  turning  into  ridicule  the 
very  function  of  the  priesthood,  w'th  other  irregularities, 
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m  moit  modern  oomediea,  which  have  heen  often  ob- 

icded  to  them ;  it  ii  wortii  obterving  the  diitributiTe 

jitftieeoftheMithon,  which  10  confftantly  ajiplied  to 

tbeponiibineDt  of  virtue  and  the  reward  of  vice;  di- 

ncVj  oppotite  to  Hie  rules  of  their  bett  critics,  as  well 

«9  to  tbe  pmctice  of  dramatic  poets,  in  all  other  ages 

and  eofuntriet.     For  example,  a  country  squire^  who  is 

iqreMited  with  no  other  vice  hut  that  of  being  a  clown 

and  hsviog  the  provincial  accent  upon  his  tongue, 

which  if  neither  a  ikolt  nor  in  his  power  to  remedy, 

moit  beeondemocd  to  marry  a  cast  wench  or  a  cracked 

chambeimaidL     On  the  other  side,  a  lakehell  of  the 

town,  whose  character  is  set  off  widi  no  other  accom- 

pliihinent  but  excessive  prodigality,  profaneness,  in- 

trnperuioe,  and  Inat,  \b  rewarded  with  a  lady  of  great 

fortune  to  repair  his  own,  which  his  vices  hiul  almost 

rained.    And  as  in  a  tragedy  the  hero  is  represented  to 

hare  obtuned  many  victories  in  order  to  raise  his  chap 

nctn  in  the  minds  of  the  spectators ;  so  the  hno  of 

•  coiMdy  is  represented  to  have  been  victorious  in  all 

his  intrigues  for  the  same  reason.     I  do  not  remember 

that  oar  English  poets  ever  suffered  a  criminal  amour 

t«  ncceed  upon  the  stage  till   ihe  reign  of  king 

Cbarlei  II.     Ever  since  that  time  the  alderman  is 

nade  a  cockold,  the  deluded  virgin  is  debauched,  and 

»lult«ry  and  fornication  are  supposed  to  be  committed 

behind  the  scenes  as  part  of  the  action.     These  and 

man;  more  cormptions  of  the  theatre,  peculiar  to  our 

•^  and  nation,  need  continue  no  longer  than  while  the 

court  ii  content  to  connive  at  or  neglect  them.    Surely 

»  pension  would  not  be  ill  employed  on  some  men  of 

wit,  learning,  and  virtue,  who  might  have  power  to 

strike  out  every  offensive  or  unbecoming  passage  from 

plaji  alietdy  written,  as  well  as  those  that  may   be 

offered  to  the  stage  for  the  future.    By  which,  and 

other  wise  regulations,  tiie  theatre  plight  become  a  very 

innocent  and  useful  diversion,   instead    of   being  a 

•candsl  ind  reproach  to  our  religion  and  country. 

The  noposAU  I  have  hitherto  made  for  the  advance- 
nwDt  ofreligion  and  morality  are  such  as  come  within 
mch  of  the  administration ;  such  as  a  pious  active 
(rinee,  with  a  steady  resolution,  might  soon  bring  to 
HfecL  Neither  axn  I  aware  of  any  objections  to  be 
ruKd  against  what  I  have  advanced ;  unless  it  should 
br  thought  that  making  religion  a  necessary  step  to  in- 
towt  and  fovoor  might  increase  hypocrisy  among  us ; 
ttd  I  readily  believe  it  would.  But  if  one  in  twenty 
liioald  be  brought  over  to  true  piety  by  this  or  the 
like  methods,  and  the  other  nineteen  be  only  h^pocrites^ 
the  adrsntage  would  still  be  great  Besides,  hy- 
pocriiy  is  much  more  eligible  than  open  in6delity  and 
rioe;  it  wears  the  livery  of  religion;  it  acknowledges 
her.  aathority  and  is  cautious  of  giving  scandal.  Nay, 
A  long  continued  disguise  is  too  great  a  constraint  upon 
bonian  nature,  especially  an  English  disposition: 
Ben  would  leave  off  their  vices  out  of  mere  weariness 
tathcT  than  undergo  the  toil  and  haiard,  and  perhaps 
the  expense,  of  practising  them  perpetually  in  pivate. 
And  I  believe  it  is  often  with  religion  as  it  is  with 
We;  which  by  much  dissembling,  at  last  grows  real. 

AH  other  projects  to  this  great  end  have  proved 
hitherto  ineffectual.  Laws  against  immorality  have 
rut  beeii  executed,  and  proclamations  occasionally 
iMued  out  to  enforce  them  are  wholly  unregarded,  as 
thirigi  of  form.  Religious  societies,  though  begun 
with  excellent  intention,  and  by  persons  of  true  piety, 
at  «id,  I  know  not  whether  truly  or  not,  to  have 
dwitidled  into  factious  clubs,  and  grown  a  trade  to 
eiirieh  little  knavish  informers  of  the  meanest  rank, 
ntb  sa  common  constables,  and  broken  shopkeepers. 

And  that  some  effectual  attempt  should  be  made 
toward  such  a  reformation,  is  perhaps  more  necessary 
than  people  commonly  apprehend ;  because  the  ruin  uf 
a  itate  is  generally  preceded  by  a  universal  degeneracy 


of  manners  and  contempt  of  religion ;  which  is  entirely 
our  case  at  present. 

Diia  le  minorem.  quod  geiis.  imperu .•    Hob. 

Nei^er  is  this  a  matter  to  be  deferred  till  a  more 
convenient  time  of  peace  and  leisure ;  because  a  reform- 
ation iu  men^a  fistitn  and  morals  is  the  best  natural, 
as  well  as  religious,  means  to  bring  the  war  to  a  good 
conclusion.  For,  if  men  in  trust  performed  their  dutjr 
for  conscience  sake,  affairs  would  not  suffer  through 
fraud,  falsehood,  and  neglect,  as  they  now  perpetually 
do.  And  if  they  believed  a  God,  and  his  nrovidtnce, 
and  acted  accordingly,  they  might  reasonably  hope  for 
his  divine  assistance  in  so  just  a  cause  as  ours. 

Nor  could  the  majesty  of  the  English  crown  a]^pear, 
upon  any  occasion,  in  a  greater  lustre,  either  to  foreigners 
or  subjects,  than  by  an  administration  which,  produc- 
ing such  great  effects,  would  discover  so  much  power. 
And  power  being  the  natuml  appetite  of  princes,  a 
limited  monarch  cannot  so  well  gratify  it  in  anything, 
as  a  strict  execution  of  the  laws. 

Besides,  all  parties  would  be  obliged  to  close  with  so 
good  a  work  as  this,  for  their  own  reputation :  neither 
is  any  expedient  more  likely  to  unite  them.  For  the 
most  violent  party  men  1  have  ever  observed  are  such 
as,  in  the  ccmduct  of  their  lives,  have  discovered  least 
sense  of  religion  or  morality ;  and  when  all  such  are 
laid  aside,  at  least  those  among  them  as  shall  be  found 
incorrigible,  it  will  be  a  matter  perhaps  of  no  great 
difficulty  to  reconcile  the  rest 

The  many  corruptions  at  present  in  every  branch  of 
business  are  almost  inconceivable.  I  have  heard  it 
computed  by  dcilful  persons,  that  of  6,000,000/.  raised 
every  year  for  the  service  of  the  public,  one-third,  at 
least,  is  sunk  and  intercepted  through  the  several 
classes  and  subordinations  of  artful  men  in  office, 
before  the  remainder  is  applied  to  the  proper  uses. 
This  is  an  accidental  ill  effect  of  our  freedom.  And 
while  such  men  are  in  trust,  who  have  no  check  from 
within,  nor  any  views  but  toward  their  interest,  there  if 
no  other  fence  against  them,  but  the  certainty  of  beina 
hanged  upon  the  first  discovery,  by  the  arbitrary  will 
of  «i  unlimited  monarch,  or  his  viiier.  Among  us« 
the  only  danger  to  be  apprehended  is  the  loss  of  an 
employment;  and  that  danger  is  to  be  eluded  a 
thousand  ways.  Besides,  when  fraud  is  great,  it 
furnishes  weapons  to  defend  itself:  and  at  worst,  if 
the  crimes  be^so  flagrant,  that  a  man  is  laid  aside  out 
of  perfect  shame  (which  rarely  happens),  he  retires 
loaded  with  the  spoils  of  the  nation ;  €t  fruihtr  <Ui§ 
irat'u.  I  could  name  a  commission,  where  several 
persons,  out  of  a  salary  of  500/.,  without  other 
visible  revenues,  have  always  lived  at  the  rate  of 
2000/.,  and  laid  out  40,000/.  or  50,000/.  unon 
purchases  of  lands  or  annuities.  A  hundred  other 
instances  of  the  same  kind  might  easily  be  |]ro- 
diiced.  What  remedy,  therefore,  can  be  found  against 
such  grievances,  in  a  constitution  like  ours,  hot  to 
bring  religion  into  countenance,  and  encourage  those 
who,  from  the  hope  of  ftiture  reward,  and  dread  of 
future  punishment,  will  be  moved  to  act  with  justice 
and  integrity? 

This  is  not  to  be  accomplished  any  other  way  than 
by  introducing  religion  as  much  as  possible  to  be  the 
turn  and  fashion  of  the  age,  which  only  lies  in  the 
power  of  the  administration ;  the  prince  with  utmost 
strictness  regulating  the  court,  the  ministry,  and  other 
persons  in  great  employment ;  and  these,  by  their  ex- 
ample and  authority,  reforming  all  who  have  depend- 
ence on  them. 

It  is  certain  that  a  reformation,  successfully  carried 
on  in  this  great  town,  would  in  time  spread  itself  over 
the  whole  kingdom;   since  most  of  the  considerable 

•  ••  That  you  the  power  Divine  obey, 

Bounaleao  on  earth  extend  your  sway/'—FaAwas. 
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youth  pats  hero  that  season  of  their  lives  wherein  the 
strongest  impressioos  are  made,  in  order  to  improve 
their  education  or  advance  their  fortones,  and  those 
among  them  who  return  into  their  several  counties  are 
sure  to  be  followed  and  imitated  as  the  greatest  patterns 
of  wit  and  good  breeding. 

And  if  things  were  once  in  this  train,  that  is,  if  vir- 
tue and  religion  were  establidied  as  the  necessary  tides 
to  reputation  and  preferment ;  and  if  vice  and  infidelity 
were  not  only  laden  with  infamy,  but  made  the  infal- 
lible ruin  of  all  mens  pretensions,  our  duty,  by  be- 
coming our  interest,  would  take  root  in  our  natures^  and 
mix  with  the  very  genius  of  our  people,  so  that  it  would 
not  be  easy  for  the  example  of  one  wicked  prince  to 
bring  us  back  to  our  former  corruptions. 

I  have  confined  myself  (as  it  is  before  observed)  to 
those  methods  for  the  advancement  of  piety  which  are 
in  the  power  of  a  prince,  limited  like  oun,  by  a  strict 
execution  of  the  laws  already  in  force.  And  this  is 
enough  for  a  project  that  comes  without  any  name  or 
recommendation,  1  doubt  a  great  deal  more  than  will 
suddenly  be  reduced  into  practice.  Though  if  any 
disposition  should  appear  toward  so  good  a  work,  it  is 
certain  that  the  assistance  of  the  legislative  power  would 
be  necessary  to  make  it  more  complete.  I  will  instance 
only  a  few  particulars : — 

In  order  to  reform  the  vices  of  this  town,  which,  as  we 
have  said,  has  so  mighty  an  influence  on  the  whole 
kingdom,  it  would  be  very  instrumental  to  have  a  law 
made  that  all  taverns  and  alehouses  should  be  obliged 
to  dismiss  their  company  by  twelve  at  night,  and  shut 
up  their  doors;  and  th^t  no  woman  should  be  suffored 
to  enter  any  tavern  or  alehouse  upon  any  pretence 
whatsoever.  It  is  easy  to  conceive  what  a  number  of 
ill  consequences  such  a  law  would  prevent;  the  mis- 
chiefs of  quarrels,  and  lewdness,  and  thefts,  and  mid* 
night  brawU,  the  diseases  of  intemperance  and  venery, 
and  a  thousand  other  evils  needless  to  mention.  Nor 
would  it  be  amiss  if  the  masters  of  those  public  houses 
itfire  obliged,  upon  the  severest  penalties,  to  give  only 
a  proportioned  quantity  of  drink  to  every  company ; 
and  when  he  found  his  guests  disordered  with  excess, 
to  refuse  them  any  more. 

I  believe  there  ia  hardly  a  nation  in  Christendom 
where  all  kind  of  fraud  is  practised  in  so  unmeasurable 
a  degree  as  with  us.  The  lawyer,  the  tradesman,  the 
mechanic,  have  found  so  many  arts  to  deceive  in  their 
several  callings,  that  they  far  outgrow  the  common 
prudence  of  mankind,  which  is  in  no  sort  able  to  fence 
against  them.  Neither  could  the  l^^ature  in  any- 
thing more  consult  the  public  good,  than  by  providing 
some  effectual  remedy  against  this  evil,  which,  in 
several  cases,  deserves  greater  punishment  than  many 
crimes  that  are  capital  among  us.  The  vintner  who, 
by  mixing  poison  with  his  wines,  destrojrs  more  lives 
than  any  one  disease  in  the  bill  of  mortality;  the 
lawyer,  who  persuades  you  to  a  purchase  which  he 
knows  is  mortgaged  for  more  than  the  worth,  to  the 
ruin  of  you  and  your  family ;  the  goldsmith  or 
scrivener,  who  takes  all  your  fortune  to  dispose  of, 
when  he  has  beforehand  resolved  to  break  the  follow- 
ing day,  do  surely  deserve  the  gallows  much  better 
than  the  vrretch  woo  is  carried  thither  for  stealing  a 
horse. 

It  cannot  easily  be  answered  to  God  or  man  why  a 
law  u  not  made  for  limiting  the  press ;  at  least  so  far 
as  to  prevent  the  publishing  <^  such  pernicious  books 
as,  under  pretence  of  freethinking,  endeavour  to  over- 
throw those  tenets  in  religion  which  have  been  held 
inviolable,  almost  in  all  ages,  by  every  sect  that  pre- 
tend to  be  Chrittian ;  and  cannot,  therefore,  with  any 
colour  of  reason,  be  called  points  in  controversy,  or 
matters  of  speculation,  as  some  would  pretend.  The 
doctrine  of  the  Trinity,  the  divinity  of  Christy  tha 


immortality  of  the  soul,  and  even  the  truth  of  sill 
revelation,  are  daily  exploded  and  denied  in  books 
openly  printed;  though  it  is  to  be  supposed  neither 
party  will  avow  such  principles,  or  own  the  supportiu; 
Q^  them  to  be  any  way  necessary  to  their  service. 

It  would  be  endless  to  set  down  every  corruption  or 
defect  which  requires  a  remedy  from  the  legislative 
power.  Senates  are  likely  to  have  little  regard  for  any 
propoeals  that  come  from  without  doon;  thoogh, 
under  a  due  sense  of  my  own  inabilitia,  I  am  fiUW 
convinced  that  the  imbiassed  thoughts  of  an  honest  simI 
wise  man,  employed  on  the  good  of  bis  country,  may 
be  better  digested  than  the  results  of  a  multitude,  whm 
faction  and  interest  too  often  prevail ;  as  a  single  guide 
may  direct  the  way  better  than  five  hundred,  who  have 
contrary  views,  or  look  asquint,  or  shut  their  eyes. 

I  shall  therefore  mention  but  one  more  particular, 
which  I  think  Ae  parliament  ought  to  take  under  oxf 
sideration ;  whether  it  be  not  a  shame  to  our  ooaotry, 
and  a  scandal  to  Christianity,  that  in  many  townS) 
where  there  is  a  prodigious  increase  in  the  number  of 
nouses  and  inhabitants,  so  little  care  should  be  taken 
for  the  building  of  churches,  that  five  parts  in  six  of 
the  people  are  absolutely  hindered  from  hearing  divine 
semcef  particularly  here  in  London,*  where  a  single 
minister,  with  one  or  two  sony  curates,  has  the  caie 
sometimes  of  above  twenty  thousand  souls  incumbent 
on  him ;  a  neglect  of  religion  so  ignominious,  in  my 
opinion,  that  it  can  hardly  be  equalled  in  any  civilited 
age  or  country. 

But,  to  leave  these  airy  imaginations  of  introducing 
new  lavrs  ibr  the  amendment  of  mankind,  what  I  prin* 
cipally  insist  on  is,  a  due  execution  of  the  old,  whicli 
lies  wholly  in  the  crown,  and  in  the  authority  thaioe 
derived:  I  return,  therefore,  to  my  former  assertion, 
that  if  stations  of  power,  trust,  profit,  and  honour,  were 
constantly  made  the  rewards  of  virtue  and  piety,  loch 
an  administration  must  needs  have  a  mighty  influence 
on  the  faith  and  morals  of  the  whole  kingdom :  and 
men  of  great  abilities  would  then  endeavour  to  excel 
in  the  duties  of  a  religions  life,  in  order  to  qualify 
themselves  for  public  service.  I  may  possibly  be 
wrong  in  some  of  the  means  I  prescribe  towards  this 
end;  but  that  is  no  material  objection  against  the 
design  itself.  Let  those  who  are  at  the  helm  contrive 
it  b^ter,  which,  perhaps,  they  may  easily  do.  Byery* 
body  will  agree  that  the  disease  is  manifest,  as  well  as 
dangermis;  that  some  remedy  is  necessary,  and  tliat 
none  yet  applied  has  been  effectual ;  which  is  a  suffi- 
cient excuse  for  any  man  who  wishes  well  to  his 
country  to  offer  his  thoughts,  when  he  can  have  iio 
other  end  in  view  but  the  public  good.  The  {ireseut 
queen  is  a  princess  of  as  many  and  great  virtues  as 
ever  filled  a  throne:  how  would  it  brighten  her 
character  to  the  present  and  after  ages,  if  she  would 
exert  her  utmost  authority  to  instil  some  share  of  those 
virtues  into  her  people,  which  they  are  too  degenemte 
to  learn  only  from  her  example !  and,  be  it  spoke  with 
all  the  veneration  possible  for  so  excellent  a  sovereiK"* 
her  best  endeavours  in  this  weightv  aflair  are  a  most 
important  part  of  her  duty,  as  weU  as  of  her  interest 
ana  her  honour. 

But  it  must  be  confessed  tiiat,  as  things  are  now, 
every  man  thinks  he  has  Isud  in  a  sufficient  stock  of 
merit,  and  may  pretend  to  any  employment,  provided 
he  has  been  loud  and  frequent  in  declaring  himself 
hearty  for  the  government  It  is  true,  he  is  a  man  of 
pleasure,  and  a  freethinker ;  that  is,  in  other  words,  he 
IS  profligate  in  his  morals,  and  a  despiser  of  religion ; 
but  in  point  of  party,  he  is  one  to  be  confided  in;  be 
is  an  assertor  of  liberty  and  property ;  he  rattles  it  out 
against  popery  and  arbitrary  power,  and  priestcraft  >ud 

•  The  flnt  hint  for  proeorfng  a  ftind  for  iMiIIdfiif  fifty  nev 
ehttrehes  fa  London. 
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Ugh  church.    It  Si  enough :  He  w  a  penon  iblly 

malificd  for  any  emplojment,  in  the  coart  or  the  nary, 

tw  Iir  or  the  nvame ;  where  he  will  be  sure  to  leave 

DO  irti  oolned,  of  bribery,  fxaad,  injustice,  oppreMion, 

tittt  he  can  practiae  with  any  hope  ij^  impunity.     No 

wonder  fueh  men  are  true  to  a  goTemment  where 

liberty  mni  high,  where  property,  however  attained,  la 

w  vcU  Kcared,  and  where  the  adminiftration  is  at 

leattiogeode :  it  is  impoMible  they  could  choose  any 

other  cooftitudoii  without  changing  to  dieir  loss. 

Rddity  to  a  present  establishment  is  indeed  the  prin- 
dpaJ  neans  io  defend  it  from  a  foreign  enemy,  but 
without  other  Qualifications,  will  not  prevent  oorrup- 
tioiif  from  withm ;  aiid  states  are  more  often  ruined  by 
dtae  than  the  other. 

To  ooDclude :  whether  the  proposals  I  have  offered 

tovtrd  a  refonnation  be  such  as  are  most  prudent  and 

eoDTeraent  may  probably  be  a  question,  but  it  is  none 

at  all  whether  some  reformation  be  absolutely  necea- 

•U7;  beeanse  the  nature  of  things  is  such  that  if 

sbuss  be  not  remedied  diey  will  certainly  increase, 

aor  fTor  stop  till   they  end  in  the  subversion  of  a 

comiDon wealth.     As  there  must  always  of  necessity 

he  woe  corruptions,  so,  in  a  well-instituted  state  the 

aeeutlre  power  will  be  always  contending  against 

theni  by  reducing  things  (as   Machiavel  speaks)  to 

thpv  lint  prineiules,  never  letting  abuses  grow  in* 

trinte  or  multiply  so  far  that  it  will  be  hard  to  find 

Kmedin,   and    perhaps    impossible  to  apply   them. 

Aj  be  that  would  keep  his  house  in  repair  must  at^ 

triHl  every  little  breach  or  flaw,  and  supply  it  imme- 

dutely,  else  time  alone  will  bring  all  to  ruin, — how 

■nicb  OMie  the   common  accidents  of    storms  and 

niaf    He  must  live  In  perpetual  danger  of  his  house 

^iog  about  his  ears,  and  will   find  it  cheaper  to 

throw  it  quite  down  and   build  it  again   from  the 

gnutid,  pohaps  upon  a  new  foundation,  or  at  least  in 

» Mw  form,  which  may  neither  be  so  tale  nor  so  con- 

mueot  as  the  old. 

REMARKS  UPON  A  BOOK 

urrniKD 
•THE  RIGHTS  OP  THE  CHRISTIAN  CHURCH."  te.. 
fTriatm  imtkeytar  1708,  6m  I^  mjttitAti^ 

Bvoii  I  enter  upon  a  particular  eaamination  of  this 
^"BVtie  it  will  be  convenient  to  do  two  things  :-— 

Airrf,  To  give  some  account  of  the  author,  together 
with  the  motives  that  might  probably  engage  him  in 
«d>  t  work ;  and, 

5«n«Ar,  To  discover  the  nature  and  tendency  in 
g»enl  of  the  work  itself. 

The  fbst  of  these,  although  it  has  been  objected 
^^  seems  highly  reasonable,  especially  in  books 
|hst  iiMtil  pernicious  principles.  For,  although  a  book 
•doc  intrinsically  much  better  or  worse  according  to 
Jhe  itatore  or  complexion  of  the  author,  yet  when  it 
hapfwnt  to  make  a  noise,  we  are  apt  and  curious,  as  in 

*  To  aadnrtrnd  thw  merili  of  this  isoiilrovwrsy  it  is  neecHary 
«  F«BiM  that  Dr.  Matthew  Tindnl.  bora  about  1637.  became 
HoMBOMmcr  of  Lineoln  GoUege.  Oxford,  in  16&8.  and  waa 
fcaUy  elected  fe  low  of  AU  Soul'i  iu  1678.    In  the  reign  of 

-       U.  ha  declared  himaelf  a  Roman  CathoUc.  but  afler. 


r«^  icnooiMcd  that  relifKm.  He  dlstingubhed  himaalf  by 
f^jwkj,:  int.  "The  Kighta  of  the  Christian  Chmeii 
Aa<mtd.  in  1706.  This  hook  made  some  noise,  and  met  with 
■My  aasvcn;  amonic  others  it  exrreiwd  the  pen  of  Dr.  Swill 
m  itwas  judkioua  rrmarks.  Dr.  Tindal  published  a  "  Defence" 
»  «w  r«  nctt.  which,  with  the  book  itself,  the  house  of 
•^•om  orderwd  to  be  bunt  bv  the  hangman.  Mareh  Wth. 
l\  The«ttMwwoTkwae"ChrktiAnltyas  Old  as  the  Crea- 
^w  pahUthed  ia  1790.  He  left  a  second  Tolume  of  that 
ri  '"■■'>«»*l»».  tfc«  publication  of  which  waa  prcTented  by 
w»  >p  G!^«m.  He  was  indispnUbly  a  man  of  great  reasoning 
p»»m.  ud  \ery  safleieot  learning ;  and  Christians  might  have 
^^Tgh^^^q^*  that  ho  had  employed  his  talents  to  a 


other  noises^  to  look  about  from  whence  it  comes.  But, 
however,  there  is  something  more  in  the  nuitter. 

If  a  theological  subject  be  well  handled  by  a  lay- 
man, it  is  better  received  than  if  it  cameiVoro  a  divine, 
and  that  for  reasons  obvious  enough,  which,  although 
of  little  weight  in  themselves,  will  ever  have  a  great 
deal  with  mankind. 

But  when  books  are  written  with  ill  intentions,  to 
advance  dangerous  opinions  or  destroy  foundations,  it 
may  be  then  of  real  use  to  know  from  what  quarter 
they  come,  and  go  a  good  way  toward  their  confuta- 
tion. For  instance,  if  any  man  should  write  a  book 
against  the  lawfulness  of  nunishing  felony  with  death, 
and  upon  inquiry  the  autnor  should  be  found  in  New- 
gate under  condemnation  for  robbing  a  house,  his 
arguments  would,  not  very  unjustly,  lose  much  of 
their  force  fiom  die  circumstances  he  lay  under;  so, 
when  Milton  writ  his  book  of  divorces,  it  was  presently 
rejected  as  an  occasional  treatise,  because  everybody 
knew  he  had  a  shrew  for  his  wife.  Neither  can  there 
be  any  reasm  imagined  why  be  might  not,  after  he 
was  blind,  have  writ  another  upon  the  danger  and  in- 
convenience of  eyes.  But  it  is  a  piece  of  logic  which 
will  hardly  pass  on  the  world,  that  because  one  man 
has  a  sore  nose  dierefore  all  the  town  should  put 
plasters  upon  theirs.  So,  if  this  treatise  about  the 
rights  of  the  church  should  prove  to  be  the  work  of  a 
man  steady  in  his  principles,  of  exact  morals,  and 
profotmd  learning,  a  true  lover  of  his  country,  and  a 
hater  of  Christianitv — as  what  he  really  believes  to  be 
a  clieat  upon  mankind,  whom  he  would  undeceive 
purely  for  their  good — it  might  be  apt  to  check  un- 
wary men,  even  of  good  dispositions  toward  religion. 
But  if  it  be  found  the  production  of  a  man  soured 
with  age  and  misfortunes,  together  with  the  conscious- 
ness of  past  miscarriages ;  of  one  who,  in  hopes  of 
preferment,  was  reconciled  to  the  popish  religion ;  of 
one  wholly  prostitute  in  life  and  principles,  and  only 
an  enemy  to  religion  because  it  condemns  them :  in 
this  case — and  this  last  I  find  is  the  universal  opioid 
— he  is  likely  to  have  few  proselytes  beside  those  who, 
ftom  a  sense  of  their  vicious  lives,  require  to  be  per- 
petually supplied  by  such  amusements  as  diis,  which 
serve  to  flatter  their  wishes  and  debase  their  under- 
standings. 

I  know  there  are  some  who  would  fain  have  it  that 
this  discourse  was  written  by  a  club  of  freethinkers, 
among  whom  the  supposed  audior  only  came  in  for  a 
share  r  but  sure  we  cannot  judge  so  meanly  of  any 
party  without  affronting  the  dignity  of  mankind.  If 
this  be  so,  and  if  here  be  the  product  of  all  their 
quotas  and  contributions,  we  must  needs  allow  that 
freethinking  is  a  most  confined  and  limited  talent. 
It  is  true,  indeed,  the  whole  discourse  seems  to  be  a 
motley,  inconsistent  composition,  made  up  of  various 
shreds  of  equal  fineness,  although  of  different  colours. 
It  is  a  bundle  of  incoherent  maxims  and  assertions 
that  frequently  destrov  one  another :  but  still  Uiere  is 
the  same  flatness  of  tliought  and  style,  the  same  weak 
advances  toward  wit  and  raillery,  the  same  petulancy 
and  pertness  of  spirit,  the  same  train  of  superficud 
reading,  the  same  threadbare  quotation,  the  same 
affectation  of  forming  general  rules  upon  false  and 
scanty  premises ;  and,  lastly,  the  same  vapid  vmom 
sprinUed  over  die  whole,  which,  like  the  dying  im- 
potent bite  of  a  trodden  benumbed  snake,  may  be 
nauseous  and  offensive,  but  cannot  be  veiy  dangerous. 

And,  indeed,  I  am  so  far  ftom  thinking  this  libel  to 
be  bom  of  several  fathers,  that  it  baa  beoi  the  wonder 
of  several  others,  as  well  as  myself,  how  it  was  possible 
for  any  man  who  appears  to  have  gone  the  common 
circle  of  academical  education;  who  has  takm  so 
universal  a  liberty,  and  has  so  entirely  laid  aside  all 
I  regards,  not  only  of  Christianity  but  common  truth  and 
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Justice ;  one  who  is  dead  to  all  sense  of  shame,  and 
seems  to  be  past  the  getting  or  losing  of  a  reputation, 
should,  with  so  many  advantages,  and  upon  so  un- 
limited a  subject,  come  out  with  so  poor,  so  jejune  a 
production.  Should  we  pity  or  be  amaaed  at  so  pa*- 
verse  a  talent,  which,  instead  of  qualifying  an  author 
to  give  a  new  turn  to  old  matters,  disposes  him  quite 
contrary  to  talk  in  an  old  beaten  trivial  manner  upon 
topics  wholly  new;  to  make  so  many  sallies  into 
pedantry  without  a  call  upon  a  subject  die  moet  alien, 
and  in  the  very  moments  he  is  declaiming  against  it, 
and  in  an  age,  too,  where  it  is  so  violently  exploded, 
especially  among  those  readers  he  proposes  to  enter- 
tami 

I  know  it  will  be  said,  that  this  is  only  to  talk  in  the 
common  style  of  an  answerer,  but  I  have  not  so  little 
policy.  If  there  were  any  hope  of  reputation  or  merit 
from  such  victoiy,  I  should  he  ap^  like  othen,  to  cry 
up  the  courage  and  conduct  of  an  enemy.  Whereas 
to  detect  the  weakness,  the  malice,  (he  sophistry,  the 
fidsehood,  the  ignomnce  of  such  a  writer,  requires  little 
more  than  to  nmk  his  perfections  in  such  an  order,  and 
place  them  in  such  a  light,  that  the  commonest  reader 
may  form  a  judgment  of  them. 

It  may  still  be  a  wonder  how  so  heayy  a  book, 
written  upon  a  subject  in  abearance  so  litUe  instruc- 
tive or  diverting,  should  survive  to  three  editions,  and 
conseouently  find  a  better  reception  than  is  usual  with 
such  Dulky,  spiritless  volumes;  and  this  in  an  age 
that  pretends  so  soon  to  be  nauseated  with  what  is 
tedious  and  duU.  To  which  I  can  only  return,  that 
as  burning  a  book  by  the  common  hangman  is  a 
known  expedient  to  make  it  sell,  so  to  write  a  book 
that  deserves  such  treatment  is  another ;  and  a  third, 
perhaps  as  effectual  as  either,  is  to  ply  an  insipid, 
worthless  tract  with  grave  and  learned  answers,  aa 
Dr.  Hickes,  Dr.  Potter,  and  Mr.  Wotton  have  done. 
Such  performances,  however  commendable,  have 
slanced  a  reputation  upon  the  piece,  which  owes  ite 
nfe  to  the  stiength  of  those  hands  and  weapons  that 
were  raised  to  destroy  it ;  like  flinging  a  mountain 
upon  a  worm,  which,  instead  of  being  bruised  by  the 
advantage  of  its  littleness,  lodges  under  it  unhurt. 

But  neither  is  this  all.  For  the  subject,  as  un- 
promising as  it  seems  at  first  view,  is  no  less  than  that 
of  Lucretius,  to  free  men*s  minds  ftom  the  bondage  of 
religion ;  and  this  not  by  little  hints  and  by  piece- 
meal, afier  die  manner  of  those  little  atheistical  tracte 
that  steal  into  the  world,  but  in  a  thorough  wholesale 
manner,  by  making  religion,  church,  Christianity,  with 
all  their  concomitants,  a  perfect  contrivance  of  the 
civil  power.  It  is  an  imputation  often  charged  on 
this  sort  of  men,  that,  by  their  invectives  against  re- 
ligion, they  can  possibly  propose  no  other  end  than 
that  of  fortifpng  themselves  and  others  against  the 
reproaches  of  a  vicious  life^  it  being  necessary  for  men 
of  libertine  practices  to  embrace  libertine  {vinciples, 
or  else  they  cannot  act  in  consistence  with  any  reason, 
or  preserve  any  peace  of  mind.  Whether  such  authors 
have  this  design,  (whereof  I  think  they  have  never 
gone  about  to  acquit  themselves,)  thus  much  is  cer- 
tain, that  no  other  use  is  made  of  such  writings; 
neither  did  I  ever  hear  this  author's  book  justified  by 
any  person,  either  Whig  or  Tory,  except  such  who  are 
of  that  profligate  cliaracter.  And  I  believe  whoever 
examines  it  will  be  of  the  same  opinion;  although, 
indeed,  such  wretches  are  so  numerous,  that  it  seems 
rather  surprising-  why  the  book  has  had  no  more 
editions  than  why  it  should  have  so  many. 

Having  thus  endeavoured  to  satisfy  the  curious  with 
some  account  of  this  author's  character,  let  us  examine 
what  might  {Mvbably  be  the  motives  to  engage  him  in 
such  a  work.  I  shall  say  nothing  of  the  principal,  which 
it  a  sum  of  money ;  because  that  is  not  a  mark  to  dis- 


tipffuisb  him  from  any  other  tiader  with  the  pKH.  I 
will  say  nothing  of  revenge  and  malice,  from  Rseot- 
ment  of  the  indignities  and  contempt  be  has  undeq^ne 
for  his  crime  of  apostacy.  To  this  passion  he  has  thought 
fit  to  sacrifice  omer,  propriety,  discretion,  and  common 
sense,  as  may  be  seen  in  every  page  of  his  book ;  but  I 
am  deceived,  if  there  were  not  a  third  motive  as  power* 
ful  as  the  other  two ;  and  that  is,  vanity.  About  the 
latter  end  of  king  James's  reign  he  had  almost  fiuiahed 
a  learned  discourse  in  defence  of  the  church  of  Rome, 
and  to  justify  his  conversion ;  all  which,  upon  the  re* 
volution,  was  quite  out  of  season.  Having  thus  prosti- 
tuted his  reputation,  and  at  once  ruined  his  hopes,  he 
had  no  recourse  left  but  to  sliow  his  spite  against  reli- 
gion in  general,  the  false  pretensions  to  which  bsd 
proved  so  destructive  to  his  credit  and  fortune :  and  at 
the  same  time,  loath  to  employ  the  speculations  of  to 
many  years  to  no  purpose,  by  an  easy  turn,  the  same 
arguments  he  had  made  use  of  to  advance  popery  were 
full  as  properly  levelled  by  him  against  Christianity 
itself;  like  the  image,  which,  while  it  was  new  and 
handsome^  was  worshipped  for  a  saint,  and  when  it 
came  to  be  old  and  broken  was  still  good  enough  to 
make  a  tolerable  devil.  And  therefore  every  ruder 
will  observe,  that  the  arguments  for  popery  are  much 
the  strongest  of  any  in  Us  book,  as  I  shall  further  re- 
mark when  I  find  tnem  in  my  way. 

There  is  one  circumstance  in  his  title-page,  which  I 
take  to  be  not  amiss,  where  he  calls  his  ^k  *'  Part 
the  First.'*  This  is  a  project  to  fright  away  answeren, 
and  make  the  poor  aavocates  for  religion  believe  be 
still  keeps  further  vengeance  in  petto.  It  must  be  al- 
lowed, he  has  not  wholly  lost  time  while  he  was  of  the 
Romish  communion.  This  very  trick  be  learned  from 
his  old  father  the  pope,  whose  custom  it  is  to  lift 
up  his  hand,  and  threaten  to  fulminate  when  be 
never  meant  to  shoot  his  bolts ;  because  the  princes  of 
Christendom  had  learned  the  secret  to  avoid  or  de- 
spise them.  Dr.  Hickes  knew  this  very  well,  and 
therefore,  in  his  answer  to  this  "  Book  of  Rights/' 
where  a  second  part  is  threatened,  like  a  rash  penon 
he  desperately  cries,  '*  Let  it  come."  But  I,  who  have 
too  much  phlegm  to  provoke  angry  wits  of  his  stand* 
ard,  must  tell  the  author  that  the  doctor  plays  the 
wag,  as  if  he  were  sure  it  were  all  grimace.  For  my 
part,  I  declare,  if  he  writes  a  second  part,  I  will  not 
write  another  answer ;  or  if  I  do^,  it  shall  be  published 
before- the  other  part  comes  out. 

There  may  have  been  another  motive,  although  it 
be  hardly  credible,  both  for  publishing  thb  work  and 
threatening  a  second  part :  it  is  soon  conceived  bow 
flu:  the  sense  of  a  man's  vanity  will  txaDsport  him. 
This  man  must  have  somewhere  heard  that  dangoocu 
enemies  have  been  often  bribed  to  silence  with  mcmey 
or  ^ferment ;  and  therefore,  to  show  how  formidable 
he  IS,  he  has  published  his  first  essay,  and  in  hopes  af 
hire  to  be  quiet,  has  frighted  us  with  hie  design  of 
another.  Wnat  must  the  clergy  do  in  these  unhappy 
circumstances  1  If  they  should  bestow  this  nuui 
bread  enough  to  stop  his  mouth,  it  will  but  open  those 
of  a  bundled  more,  who  are  every  whit  as  wul  quali- 
fied to  rail  as  he.  And  truly,  when  I  compare  the 
former  enemies  to  Christianity,  such  as  Socinus,Hobbea, 
and  Spinosa,  with  such  of  their  successors,  as  Tolaiid* 
Asgil,  Coward,  Gildon,  this  author  of  the  Rights,  and 
some  others,  the  church  appears  to  me  like  the  sick  rJd 
lion  in  the  fable,  who,  after  having  his  person  outra^ 
by  the  bull,  the  elepliant,  the  horse,  and  the  bear, 
took  nothing  so  mucn  to  heart  as  to  find  himself  ftt 
last  insulted  by  the  spurn  of  an  ass. 

I  will  now  add  a  few  words,  to  give  the  reader  some 
general  notion  of  the  nature  and  tendeucy  of  the 
work  itself. 

I  think  f  may  assert,  without  the  least  partiality, 


REMARKS  UPON  A  BOOK,  &e. 


183 


Alt  It  if  a  titttiae  wholly  devoid  of  wit  or  lfl«miiig» 
indo  the  mart  violent  and  weak  endeavouia  and  pre* 
tnicti  to  both  :  that  it  is  replenished  throughout  with 
boli  rade^  impcohahle  falscxiooda,  and  gross  misiDter- 
petsiioos;  and  supported  hy  th«  most  impudent  so- 
pbistry,  slid  falsa  logic,  I  have  anywhere  observed. 
To  (lus  he  has  added  a  paltry,  traditional  cant  of 
Driestrid  snd  priestcraft,  without  reason  or  pretext  as 
M  applies  it     And  when  he  rails  at  those  doctrines  in 
popery,  (which  no  Protestant  was  ever  supposed  to 
beliere,)  he  leads  the  reader,  however,  hy  the  hand,  to 
male  spptications  against  the  English  clergy;  and 
then  he  never  fails  to  triumph,  as  if  he  had  made  a 
Tcrj  duewd  and  notable  stroke.     And  because  the 
court  and  kingdom  seemed  disposed  to  moderation 
with  regard  to  dissenters,  more  perhaps  than  is  agree- 
able to  the  hot  unrcasoni^e  temper  of  some  mistaken 
men  amoog  us ;  therefore,  under  the  shdter  of  that 
povolar  opinion,  be  ridicules  all  that  is  sound  in  re- 
tipiiV  efen  CImstianity  itMlf,  under  the  names  of 
Jacobite^  Tacken,  High  Church,  and  other  terms  of 
&cHoiif  jargon.     All  which,  if  it  were  to  be  first  rased 
from  hit  book,  (as  just  so  much  of  nothing  to  the  pur- 
pose,) how  little  would  remain  to  give  &e  trouble  of 
ao  aafwer !    To  which  let  me  add,  that  the  spirit  or 
genius^  vhich  animates  the  whole,  is  plainly  perceived 
to  be  oodiing  else  but  the  abortive  malice  of  an  old 
neglected  man  who  has  long  lain  under  the  extremes 
of  obloquy,  poverty,  and  contempt,  that  have  soured 
hit  tempet  and  made  him  fearless.     But  where  is  the 
merit  of  being  bold  to  a  man  that  is  secure  of  im- 
pQiiity  to  his  peraoo,  and  u  past  apprehension  of  any- 
thing eliet    He  that  has  neither  reputation  nor  bread 
hu  Tcry  little  else  to  lose,  and  has  therefore  as  little 
to  fear.    And  as  it  is  usually  said,  ^'  Whoever  values 
not  hia  own  life,  is  master  of  another  man's,**^  so  there 
u  aomething  like  it  in  reputation :  he  that  is  wholly 
hxt  to  all  regards  of  truth  or  modesty,  may  scatter  so 
amch  ealumny  and  scandal  that  some  part  may  per- 
hipi  be  taken  up  before  it  fall  to  the  ground ;  because 
the  in  talent  of^  the  world  is  such  that  those  who  will 
he  at  pains  enough  to  inform  themselves  in  a  ma- 
licious story  will  take  none  at  all  to  be  undeceived, 
naj,  vill  be  apt,  with  some  reluctance,  to  admit  a 
f»4arable  trutL 

To  expostulate,  therefore,  with  this  author  for  doing 
nixhief  to  religion,  is  to  aitew  his  bed  with  roses :  m 
vill  reply  in  triumph,  that  this  was  his  design ;  and  I 
on  Wh  to  mortify  him,  by  asserting  he  has  done 
>one  at  all.  For  I  never  yet  saw  so  poor  an  atheistical 
icribble  vhich  would  not  serve  as  a  twig  for  sinking 
libmioei  to  catch  at  It  must  be  allowed  in  their 
hrhalf,  that  the  faith  of  Christians  is  not  as  a  grain  of 
moftard'secd  in  comparison  oi  theirs,  which  can  re- 
nwTe  inch  mountains  of  absurdities,  and  submit  with 
K>  entire  a  resignation  to  such  apostles.  If  these  men 
had  any  share  of  that  reason  they  pretend  to,  they 
•oald  retire  into  Christianity,  merely  to  give  it  ease. 
Aud,  therefore,  men  can  never  be  confirmed  in  such 
doctrines  untQ  they  are  confirmed  in  their  vices; 
which  last,  as  we  have  already  observed,  is  the  prin- 
cipal design  of  this  and  all  other  writers  against  re- 
pealed reUgioD. 

I  am  now  opening  the  book  which  I  propose  to 
examine ;  an  employment,  as  it  is  entirely  new  to  me, 
ft)  it  if  that  to  which  of  all  others  I  have  naturally  the 
ir>*atest  antipathy.  And  indeed,  who  can  dwell  upon 
a  tedious  piece  of  insipid  thinking  and  false  reasoning, 
•>  long  as  I  am  likely  to  do,  without  sharing  the  in- 
fectiuQ) 

Bat,  before  I  plunge  into  the  depths  of  the  book 
itseli;  I  most  be  forced  to  wade  through  the  shallows 
of*  long  preface. 

^lus  pre&oa,  large  as  we  see  it,  is  only  made  up  of 


such  supemumary  arguments  against  an  independent 
power  in  the  church,  as  he  could  not,  without  nauseous 
repetition,  scatter  into  the  body  of  bis  book  :  and  it  is 
detached,  like  a  forlorn  hope,  to  blunt  the  enemy's 
sword  that  intends  to  attack  him.  Now  I  think  it 
will  be  easy  to  prove,  that  the  opinion  of  imperium  in 
ijnperioy  in  the  sense  he  charges  it  upon  the  clergy  of 
England,  is  what  no  one  divine  of  any  reputation,  and 
very  few  at  all,  did  ever  maintain;  and  that  their 
universal  sentiment  in  this  matter  is  such  as  few 
Protestants  did  ever  dispute.  But  if  the  author  of  tlie 
"  Regale,'^  or  two  or  three  or  more  obscure  writers,  have 
carried  any  points  further  than  Scripture  and  reason 
will  allow,  (which  is  more  than  I  know  or  shall  trouble 
myself  to  inquire,}  the  clergy  of  England  is  no  more 
answerable  for  those  than  the  laity  brtbr  all  the  fully 
and  impertinence  of  this  treatise.  And,  therefore, 
that  people  may  not  be  amused,  or  think  this  man  is 
somewhat,  that  he  has  advanced  or  defended  any  op- 
pressed truth,  or  overthrown  any  growing  dangerous 
errors,  I  will  set  in  as  clear  a  light  as  I  can  what 
I  conceive  to  be  held  by  the  established  clergy  and  all 
reasonable  Protestants  in  this  matter. 

Everybody  knows  and  allows,  that  in  all  govern- 
ment there  is  an  absolute,  unlimited,  legislative 
power ;  which  is  originally  in  the  body  of  the  people, 
although,  by  custom,  conquest,  usurpation,  or  other 
accidents,  sometimes  fallen  into  the  hands  of  one  or  a 
few.  This  in  England  is  placed  in  the  three  estates, 
(otherwise  called  the  two  nouses  of  parliament,)  in 
coi^unction  with  the  king.  And  whatever  mey 
please  to  enact,  or  to  repeal  in  the  settled  forms, 
whether  it  be  ecclesiastical  or  civil,  immediately  be* 
comes  law  or  nullity.  Iheir  decrees  may  be  against 
equity,  truth,  reason,  and  religion,  but  they  are  not 
against  law :  because  law  is  the  will  of  the  supreme 
legislature,  and  that  is  themselves.  And  there  is  no 
manner  of  doubt  but  the  same  authority  whenever  it 
pleases,  may  abolish  Cbristiaiiity,  and  set  up  the  Jew- 
ish, Mahometan,  or  heathen  rdigion.  In  short,  thef 
may  do  anything  within  the  compass  of  human 
power.  And,  therefore,  who  will  dispute  that  the 
same  law  which  deprived  the  church  not  only  of 
lands,  misapplied  to  superstitious  uses,  but  even  the 
tithes  and  glebes^  (the  ancient  and  necessary  support 
of  parish  priests,)  may  take  away  all  the  rest  whenever 
the  lawgivers  please,  and  make  the  priesthood  as  pri- 
mitive as  this  writer  or  others  of  his  stamp  can  desire. 

But  as  the  supreme  power  can  certainly  do  ten 
thousand  things  more  than  it  ought,  so  there  are  several 
things  which  some  people  may  think  it  can  do,  although 
it  really  cannot.  For  it  unfortunately  happens,  that 
edicts  which  cannot  be  executed  will  not  alter  the 
nature  of  things.  So,  if  a  king  and  parliament  should 
please  to  enact  that  a  woman  who  oas  been  a  month 
married  is  vityo  iniactaj  would  that  actually  restore 
her  to  her  primitive  state!  If  the  supreme  power 
should  resolve  a  corporal  of  dragoons  to  be  a  doctor  of 
divinity,  law,  or  physic,  few,  I  believe,  would  trust 
their  souls,  fortunes,  or  bodies  to  his  direction ;  be- 
cause that  power  is  neither  fit  to  judge  or  teach  those 
qualifications  which  are  absoluteiv  necessary  to  the 
several  professions.  Put  the  case,  that  walking  on  the 
slack-rope  were  the  only  talent  required  by  an  act  of 
parliament  for  making  a  man  a  bishop;  no  doubt, 
when  a  man  had  done  his  feat  of  activity  in  form,  he 
might  sit  in  the  house  of  lords,  put  on  his  robes  and 
his  rochet,  go  down  to  his  palace,  receive  and  spend 
his  rents ;  but  it  requires  very  little  Christianity  to 
believe  this  tumbler  to  be  one  whit  more  a  bishop  than 
he  was  before,  because  the  law  of  God  has  otherwise 
decreed ;  which  law,  although  a  nation  may  refuse  to 
receive  it,  cannot  alter  in  its  own  nature. 

And  here  lies  the  mistake  of  this  superficial  man, 


184 


REMAUKS  UPOy  W  BOOK,  Ac. 


wbo  is  not  able  to  diitinguiih  tietween  wliat  tbe  cfril 
power  can  hinder  and  what  it  can  do.  '"  If  the  par- 
liament  can  annul  ecclesiaitical  lawt,  they  must  be 
able  to  make  them,  since  no  greater  power  is  required 
for  one  than  the  other."  (See  preface,  p.  8.)  This 
consequence  he  repeats  above  twenty  times,  and  always 
in  the  wrong.  He  affects  to  form  a  few  words  into 
the  shape  and  size  of  a  maxim,  then  tries  it  by  has 
ear,  and  according  as  he  likes  the  sound  or  cadence, 
pronounces  it  true.  Cannot  I  stand  over  a  man  with 
a  great  pole,  and  hinder  him  from  making  a  watch, 
although  I  am  not  able  to  make  one  myself?  If 
I  have  strength  enough  to  knock  a  man  on  the  head,' 
does  it  follow  I  can  raise  him  to  life  again  f  The 
parliament  may  condemn  all  the  Greek  and  Roman 
authora ;  can  if  therefore  create  new  ones  in  their 
stead  f  They  may  make  laws,  indeed,  and  call  them 
canon  and  ecclesiastical  laws,  and  oblige  all  men  to 
observe  them  under  pain  of  high  treason.  And  so 
may  I,  who  love  as  well  as  any  man  to  have  in  my 
own  family  the  power  in  die  last  resort,  take  a  turnip, 
tie  a  string  to  it,  and  call  it  a  watch,  and  turn  away 
all  my  servants  if  they  refuse  to  call  it  so  tcx). 

For  my  own  part,  I  must  confess  that  this  opinion 
of  the  independent  power  of  the  church,  or  imperitem 
in  imptrioy  wherewith  this  writer  raiseth  such  a  dust, 
is  what  I  never  imagined  to  be  of  any  consequence, 
never  once  heard  disputed  amongst  divines,  nor  re- 
member to  have  read,  otherwise  than  as  a  scheme  in 
one  or  two  authors  of  middle  rank,  but  with  very  little 
weight  laid  on  it.  And  I  dare  believe  there  is  hardly 
one  divine  in  ten  that  ever  once  thought  of  this  matter. 
Yet  to  see  a  large  swelling  volume  written  only  to  en- 
counter this  doctrine^  what  could  one  think  less  than 
that  the  whole  body  of  the  clerry  were  perpetually 
tiring  the  press  and  the  pulpit  witn  nothing  else? 

I  remember  some  years  ago  a  virtuoso  writ  a  small 
tract  about  worms,  proved  them  to  be  in  more  places 
than  was  generally  observed,  and  made  some  dis- 
coveries by  glasses.  This  having  met  with  some  recep« 
tion,  presently  the  poor  man  s  head  was  full  of  nothing 
but  worms ;  all  we  eat  and  drink,  all  die  whole  con- 
sistence of  human  bodies,  and  those  of  every  other  ani- 
mal, the  very  air  we  breathed,  in  short,  all  nature 
throughout,  was  nothing  but  worms;  and  by  that 
system,  he  solved  all  diiHculties,  and  from  thence  all 
causes  in  philosophy.  Thus  it  has  fared  with  our 
author,  and  his  independent  ]jower.  Tlie  attack  against 
occasional  conformity,  and  the  scarcity  of  coffee,  the 
invasion  of  Scotland,  the  loss  of  kerseys  and  narrow 
cloths,  the  death  of  king  William,  the  author's  tuniing 
papist  for  preferment,  -  the  loss  of  the  battle  of  Al- 
manza,  witn  ten  thousand  other  misfortunes,  are  all 
owing  to  this  tmperwm  in  imperio. 

It  will  be  therefore  necessary  to  set  this  matter  in  a 
clear  light,  by  inquiring  whether  the  clergy  have  any 
power  independent  of  the  civil,  and  of  what  nature 
it  is. 

Whenever  the  Christian  religion  was  embraced  by 
the  civil  power  in  any  nation,  there  is  no  doubt  but 
the  magistrates  and  senates  were  fully  instructed  in  tibe 
rudiments  of  it.  Besides,  the  Christians  were  so  nu- 
merous, and  their  worship  so  open  before  the  conver- 
sion of  princes,  that  their  discipline,  as  well  as  doctrine, 
could  not  be  a  secret :  they  saw  plainly  a  subordination 
of  ecclesiastics,  bishops,  priests,  and  deacons :  that  these 
had  certain  powers  and  employments  different  from  the 
laity  :  that  the  bishops  were  consecrated,  and  set  apart 
for  that  office,  by  those  of  their  own  order :  that  the 
presbyters  and  deacons  were  differently  set  apart, 
always  by  the  bishops :  that  none  but  the  ecclesiastics 
presumed  to  pray  or  preach  in  places  set  apart  for  God's 
worship,  or  to  administer  the  Lord's  supper :  that  all 
^iiflstiotia,  relating  either  to  discipline  or  doctrine,  were 


determined  in  ecclesiastical  conventions.  Tfaesp,  and 
the  like  doctrines  and  practices,  bemg  most  of  then 
directly  proved,  and  the  rest  by  very  fair  eonseqnenos 
deduced  from  the  worde  of  omr  Saviour  and  his  apos* 
ties,  were  certainly  received  as  a  divine  law,  by  ertrj 
prince  or  state  which  admitted  tbe  Christian  religion: 
and  consequently,  what  tliey  could  not  justly  titer 
afterward,  any  more  than  the  common  laws  of  iiotaiv. 
And  therefore,  although  tbe  sonreme  power  c&u  hiniier 
the  clergy  or  church  from  making  aity  new  caiions,  or 
executing  the  old  ;  from  consecrating  bishops,  or  refiue 
those  that  they  do  consecrate ;  or,  in  short,  from  pff<> 
forming  any  ecclesiastical  office,  as  they  may  frurn 
eating,  drinking,  and  sleeping ;  yvt  they  cannot  them* 
selves  perform  those  offices,  which  are  assigned  tu  the 
clergy  by  our  Saviour  and  his  apostles ;  or,  if  they  do, 
it  is  not  according  to  the  divine  institution,  and  conse> 
quently,  null  and  void.  Our  Saviour  tells  us,  '*  His 
kingdom  is  not  of  this  world  ;**  and  thoefore,  to  be 
sure,  the  world  is  not  of  his  kingdom ;  nor  can  era 
please  him  by  interfering  in  the  administratioii  of  it, 
since  he  has  aj^xmtted  ministers  of  his  own,  and  hu 
empowered  and  instructed  them  for  that  purpose :  so 
that  I  believe  the  clergy  who,  as  he  says,  are  good  at 
distinguishing,  would  think  it  reasonable  to  dtstinguiili 
between  their  power  and  the  liberty  of  exercisiug  this 
power.*  The  former  they  claim  immediately  from 
Christ,  and  the  latter,  from  the  permission,  connivance, 
or  authority  of  the  civil  government ;  witii  which  the 
clergy's  power,  according  to  tbe  solution  I  have  given, 
cannot  possibly  interfere. 

But  this  writer,  setting  up  to  form  a  system  apoo 
stale,  scanty  topics,  and  a  narrow  circle  of  tboagfat, 
falls  into  a  thousand  absurdities.  And  for  a  fortber 
help,  he  bais  a  talent  of  rattling  out  phrases,  vbiefa 
seem  to  have  sense^  but  have  none  at  all ;  tbe  usual 
fate  of  those  who  are  ignorant  of  the  force  sum!  cooipsM 
of  words,  without  which  it  is  impossible  for  a  man  to 
write  either  pertinently,  or  intelligibly,  upon  tbe  most 
obvious  subjects. 

So,  in  the  beginning  of  his  preface,  page  4,  be  »yh 
"  The  Church  of  England,  being  established  by  acttof 
parliament,  is  a  perfect  creature  of  the  civil  power;  I 
mean  the  polity  and  discipline  of  it,  and  it  is  that  which 
makes  all  the  contention ;  for  as  to  the  doctrines  ei- 
pressed  in  the  articles,  I  do  not  find  high  church  to  be 
m  any  manner  of  pain ;  but  they  who  lay  claim  to 
most  orthodoxy  can  distinguish  themselves  ont  of 
them."  It  is  observable  in  tliis  author,  that  his  style 
is  naturally  harsh  and  ungrateful  to  the  ear,  and  bii 
expressions  mean  and  trivial;  but  whenever  he  goes 
about  to  polish  a  period,  you  may  be  certain  of  son>e 
gross  defect  in  propriety  or  meaning :  so,  the  lines  just 
quoted  seem  to  run  easily  over  the  tongue,  and  upon 
examination  they  are  peifect  nonsense  and  blumier: 
to  speak  in  his  own  borrowed  phrase,  what  is  contained 
in  the  idea  of  established?  Surely,  not  existence. 
Does  establishment  give  being  to  a  thing  f  He  might 
have  said  the  same  thing  of  Christianity  in  genenl,  or 
the  existence  of  Qod,  since  both  are  confirmed  by  acta 
of  parliament.  But  the  best  is  bdiind :  for  in  tbe  neit 
line,  having  named  tbe  church  half  a  doaen  tines  be* 
fore,  he  now  says,  he  means  only  the  polity  and  disci- 
pline of  it;  as  if,  having  spoken  in  praise  of  the  art  of 
phvsio,  a  roan  should  explain  himself,  that  be  meant 
only  the  institution  of  a  college  of  i^ysicians  into  a 
president  and  fellows.  And  it  will  appear  that  this 
author,  however  versed  in  the  practice,  has  groeilf 
trara^ressed  the  rulea  of  nonsense,  (whcee  propoty  H 
is  neither  to  affirm  nor  deny,)  since  every  visible  aswr- 
tion  gathered  from  those  few  lines  is  absolutely  false : 
for  where  was  the  necessity  of  excepting  the  doctrines 
expressed  in  the  articles,  since  these  are  equally  creatures 
of  the  civil  power,  having  been  cstablisDad  by  acts  of 
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larrMwit  M  well  aa  the  otfwn  f  But  the  chnrob  of 
Eni^bml  ii  bo  creature  of  die  civil  power,  cither  aa 
to  ili  politf  or  doctrmei.  The  ftmdamentala  of  both 
vfiv  eedgecd  from  Chriet  and  hia  apoatlea,  and  the  in- 
itnietioet  of  the  pnreit  and  earliest  agee  ;  and  were  re- 
cvircd  «  Rich  by  thoae  princes  or  states  who  embraced 
Cbriftiiaitf,  whatever  prudential  additions  have  been 
Butir  Id  the  former  by  human  laws,  which  alone  can 
be  joilly  altered  or  annnlled  by  them. 

Wlut  I  have  already  said  would,  I  think,  be  a  suffi- 
oent  sofvcr  to  his  whole  preface,  and  indeed  to  the 
ltT«ifeil  put  of  his  book,  which  is  wholly  turned  upon 
battoiag  down  a  sort  of  independent  power  in  the 
cltfjiy,  which  few  or  none  of  them  ever  claimed  or  de- 
fmied.  But  there  being  certain  peculiarities  in  this 
prvCiot  tbat  very  much  set  off  ^e  wit,  the  learning,  the 
oilltry,  rasHning,  and  sincerity  of  the  author,  1  liiall 
taVt  B«^  of  some  of  them  as  I  pass. 

Bat  liBc,  I  hope,  it  will  not  be  expected,  that  I 
ibouM  hcifeow  remarks  upon  every  passage  in  Ibis  book 
that  if  fidile  to  exception  for  ignorance,  falsehood, 
dnlina^  or  malice,  where  he  is  so  insipid  that 
tt^^  esn  be  struck  out  for  the  reader  s  entertain- 
Bwot.  I  ahsU  observe  Horace's  rule : 

Qt»  dwipetw  liaelala  Bitesoefv  poMe.  ralinqiiMk* 
rpoe  which  account  I  shall  say  nothing  of  that  great 
iutiDoe  of  his  candour  and  judgment  in  relatioil  to 
^-  Sb'Diogfloet,  who  (happening  to  lie  under  his  dis- 
T>^'«ore  noon  the  fiUal  test  of  imperwrn  m  imperio)  is 
^b  dmroi  and  Jacobite,  took  the  oaths  of  allegiance 
t»  tare  him  from  the  gallows,  and  subscribed  the 
miclci  only  to  keep  his  preferment :  whereas  the 
^^Bncter  of  that  prelate  is  universally  known  to  have 
Wo  dmefly  the  reverse  of  what  this  writer  gives  him. 

Bot  befars  he  can  attempt  to  ruin  this  damnable 

cpnnoQ  of  two  independent  powers^  he  tells  us,  page  6, 

]*  It  viB  be  necessary  to  show  what  is  contained  in  the 

idea  of  goremment**     Now,  it  is  to  be  understood  that 

tbv  ifiiMd  way  of  speaking  was  introduced  by  Mr. 

l^ke;  after  whom  tne  author  limps  as  fk»t  as  be  is 

^^W.   All  the  former  philosophers  in  the  world,  from 

^^•f»  of  Socrates  to  ours,  would  have  ignorantly  put 

t^  qMtioo,  Qmd  mi  imptrmm  f     But  now,  it  seems, 

ve  nm  vary  our  phrase :  and  since  our  modem  im- 

{vcTfaent  of  human  understanding,  instead  of  desiring 

»  piulanpher  to  describe  or  define  a  mouse-tmp,  or  tell 

^vhititis,  I  must  gravely  ask,  what  is  contained 

ill  tlie  idn  of  B  mouse-trap  ?    But  then,  to  observe  how 

uerply  this  new  way  of  putting  questions  to  a  man's 

mi  makei  him  enter  into  the  nature  of  things :  his 

pj^  bosinoa  is  to  show  us  what  is  contained  in  the 

^  of  govenmient.     The  company  knows  nothing  of 

^  natter,  and  would  gladly  be  instructed ;  which  he 

'i^  m  the  following  words,  p.  6.— 

•*  It  woold  be  in  vain  for  one  intelligent  being  to  pre- 
^  to  let  rales  to  the  actions  of  another,  if  he  had  it 
•■"t  in  bis  power  to  reward  the  compliance  with,  or 
P^f'iAthe  deviations  from,  his  rules,  by  some  good  or 
'<il  which  is  not  the  natural  consequence  of  those 
^'^ons;  since  the  Ibrbidding  men  to  do  or  forbear  an 
*'^H>B,  on  the  account  of  that  convenience  or  inconve- 
'  't«e  which  attends  it,  whether  he  who  forbids  it  will 
•  no,  can  be  no  more  than  advice." 

I  ihaQ  not  often  draw  such  long  quotations  as  this, 
«hich  I  coold  not  forbear  to  offer  as  a  specimen  of  the 
Ppwty  and  perroicuity  of  this  author's  style.  And 
•M^  what  a  light  breaks  out  upon  us  all  as  soon  as 
•♦  hsYf  Nad  these  words !  how  thoroughly  are  we  in- 
*?2^  «>  the  whole  nature  of  government!  what 
««»?hjy  tratht  arc  here  discovered,  and  how  clearly  con- 
^7w  to  onrundentanding!  and,  therefore,  let  us  melt 

ApW  he  know*  etkch  elrettmitaiiee  to  leaf  e 
^ff^iHA  will  not  gmce  and  ornament  recelTe." 

Fkamcis. 


this  re0ned  jargon  into  the  old  styles  for  the  improve- 
ment of  such  who  are  not  enough  conversant  in  the 


new« 


If  the  author  were  one  who  used  to  talk  like  one  of 
us,  he  would  have  spoken  in  this  manner :  *'  I  think  it 
necessary  to  give  a  fbll  and  perfect  definition  of  go- 
vernment, such  as  will  show  the  nature  and  all  the  pro- 
perties of  it ;  and  my  definition  is  thus :  One  nuui  will 
never  cure  another  of  stealing  horses,  moely  by  minding 
him  of  the  pains  he  has  taken,  the  cold  he  has  got, 
and  the  shoe-leather  he  has  lost,  in  stealing  ^t  horse ; 
nay,  to  warn  him  that  the  horse  may  kick  or  fling  him, 
or  coot  him  more  than  he  is  worth  in  hay  and  oats,  can 
be  no  more  than  advice.  For  the  gallows  is  not  the 
natural  effect  of  robbing  on  the  highway,  as  heat  is  of 
fire;  and,  therefore,  if  you  will  goven#a  man,  you 
must  find  out  some  other  waw  of  punishment  than  what 
he  will  inflict  upon  himself. 

Or,  if  this  will  not  do,  let  us  try  it  in  another  case, 
(which  I  instanced  before,)  and  in  his  own  terms.  Sup- 
pose he  had  thought  it  neoesaary  (and  I  think  it  was  aa 
much  so  as  the  other)  to  show  us  what  is  contained  in 
the  idea  of  a  mouse-trap,  he  must  have  proceeded  in 
these  terms :  '*  It  would  be  in  vain  for  an  intelligent 
being  to  set  rules  for  hindering  a  mouse  from  eating  his 
cheese,  unless  he  can  inflict  upon  that  mouse  some 
puniahmen^  which  is  not  the  natural  conseouence  of 
eating  her  cheese.  For  to  tell  her  it  may  lie  neavy  on 
her  stomach,  that  she  will  grow  too  big  to  get  back  into 
her  hole  and  the  like,  can  be  no  more  than  advice ; 
therefore,  we  must  find  out  fpme  other  way  of  punishing 
her,  which  has  more  inconveniences  than  she  will  ever 
suffer  by  the  mere  eating  of  cheese."  After  this,  who 
is  so  slow  of  understanding  as  not  to  have  in  his  mind 
a  full  and  complete  idea  of  a  mouse-trap  f  Well. — 
The  freethinkers  may  talk  what  they  please  of  pe- 
dantry, and  cant,  and  jargon  of  schoolmen,  and  insig- 
nificant terms  in  the  writings  of  the  dergy,  if  ever  the 
most  perplexed  and  perplexing  follower  of  Aristotle, 
from  ocotus  to  Suarei,  could  be  a  match  for  this 
author. 

But  the  strength  of  his  arguments  is  equal  to  tlie 
clearness  of  his  definitions.  For  having  most  igno- 
rantly divided  government  into  three  parts,  whereof  the 
first  contains  the  other  two,  he  attempts  to  prove  that 
the  clergy  nossess  none  of  these  by  a  divine  right.  And 
he  argues  tnus,  p.  vii.  "  As  to  a  legislative  power,  if 
that  belongs  to  the  cietgj  by  divine  right,  it  must  be 
when  they  are  assemUoi  in  convocation :  but  the  25tli 
Henry  VIII.,  c.  19,  is  a  bar  to  any  such  divine  right, 
because  that  act  makes  it  no  less  than  a  pnemunire 
for  tiiem  so  much  as  to  meet  without  the  king's  writ. 
&c."  So  that  the  force  of  his  argument  lies  here ;  if 
the  clergy  had  a  divine  right,  it  is  taken  away  by  the 
25th  of  Henry  VIII.  And  aa  ridiculous  as  this  argu- 
ment is,  the  preface  and  book  are  founded  upon  it. 

Another  argument  against  the  legislative  power  in 
the  clergy  of  England  is,  p.  viii.,  that  Tacitus  tells  us 
that,  in  great  affairs,  the  Germans  consulted  the  whole 
body  of  the  people :  **  De  minoribua  rebus  principles 
consultant,  de  majoribus  omnes :  ita  tamen,  ut  ea  quo- 
que,  quorum  penes  plebem  arbitrium  est,  apud  princi- 
pes  pertractetitur."— Tacitus  de  Mori  bus  et  Populis 
Gerroaniaa.  Upon  which  Tindal  obaervca  thua  :  '*  De 
majoribus  omnes,"  was  a  fundamental  among  our  an* 
cestots  long  before  they  arrived  in  Great  Britain,  and 
matters  of  religion  were  ever  reckoned  among  their 
majora.  (See  Pref.  p.  viii.  and  ix.)  Now  it  ia  plaiu 
that  our  ancestors,  the  Saxons,  came  from  Germany  ; 
it  is  likewise  plain,  that  religion  was  always  reckoned 
by  the  heathens  among  their  majora ;  and  it  is  plain 
the  whole  body  of  the  people  could  not  be  the  clergy, 
and  therefore  Uie  clergy  of  Koglaiid  have  no  legislative 
power. 


IM 
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TlnnUjf,  p.  iz.  They  have  no  legiaUtiTe  power,  be* 
cause  Mr.  WaihiDgtOTi,  in  his  <'  Obtervatioiu  on  the 
Ecclesiastical  Jurisdiction  of  the  Kings  of  England, 
shows,  from  undeniable  authorities,  that  in  the  time  of 
William  the  Conqueror,  and  Mvenl  tsi  his  sucoeeson, 
there  were  no  laws  enacted  concerning  religion,  but  by 
the  great  oouncil  of  the  kingdom."  I  hope,  likewise, 
Mr.  Washington  ofasei'ves,  that  this  great  council  of  the 
kingdom,  as  appears  by  undeniaUe  authorities,  was 
sometimes  entirely  composed  of  bishops  and  clergy, 
and  called  the  parliament,  and  often  consulted  upon 
affairs  of  state,  as  well  as  church,  as  it  is  agreed  by 
twenty  writers  of  those  ages ;  and  if  Mr.  Washington 
says  otherwise,  he  is  an  author  just  fit  to  be  quoted  by 
beaux. 

FoyrtMy.^^tii  it  is  endless  to  pursue  this  matter 
any  further  ;  in  that  it  is  plain,  the  clei^y  have  no  di- 
vine right  to  make  laws ;  because  Henry  VIII.,  Ed- 
ward VI.,  and  queen  Eliiabeth,  irith  their  parliaments, 
will  not  allow  it  them.  Now,  without  examining  what 
divine  right  the  clergy  have,  or  how  fas  it  extends ;  is 
it  any  sort  of  proof  thai  I  have  no  right,  because  a 
stronger  power  will  not  let  me  exercise  it  f  or,  does  all 
that  this  author  says  through  his  preikce,  or  book  it- 
self, offer  any  other  sort  of  argument  but  this,  or  what 
he  deduces  the  same  way  ? 

But  his  arguments  and  definitions  are  yet  more  sup- 
portable  than  the  grossoess  of  the  historical  remarks, 
which  are  scattered  so  plentifully  in  his  book,  that  it 
would  be  tedioiu  to  enumerate,  or  to  show  the  fraud 
and  ignorance  of  them.  I  beg  the  readers  leave  to  take 
notice  of  one  here  just  in  my  way  ;  and  the  rather,  be- 
cause I  design  for  the  friture  to  let  hundreds  of  them 
pass  without  further  notice.  *<  When,'^  says  be,  p.  x. 
"  by  the  abolishing  of  tiie  pope^s  power,  things  were 
brought  back  to  their  ancient  channel,  the  parliament's 
right  in  making  ecclesiastical  laws  revived  of  course/' 
What  can  possibly  be  meant  by  this  <'  ancient  chan- 
nel f  **  Why,  tibe  channel  that  things  ran  in  before  the 
pope  had  any  power  in  England  :  that  is  to  say,  before 
Austin  the  monk  converted  England ;  before  which 
time,  it  seems,  the  parliament  had  a  right  to  make 
ecclesiastical  laws.  And  what  parliament  could  this 
be  f  Why  the  lords  spiritual  and  temporal,  and  the 
commons,  met  at  Westminster. 

I  cannot  here  forbear  reproving  the  folly  and  pe- 
dantry of  some  lawyers,  whose  opinions  this  poor  creature 
blindly  follows,  and  renders  yet  more  absurd  by  his 
comments.  The  knowledge  of  our  constitution  can  be 
only  attained  by  consulting  the  earliest  English  his- 
tories, of  which  those  gentlemen  seem  utterly  ignorant, 
further  than  a  quotation  or  index.  They  would  fain 
derive  our  government,  as  now  constituted,  from  anti- 
quity :  and  because  they  have  seen  Tacitus  quoted  for 
his  majoribus  omnes ;  and  have  read  of  the  Goths'  mi- 
litary mstitution  in  their  progress  and  conquests,  they 
presently  dream  of  a  parliament.  Had  their  raiding 
reached  to  far,  they  might  have  deduced  it  much  more 
fairly  from  Aristotle  and  Polybius ;  who  both  distinctly 
name  the  composition  of  rex,  seniores,  et  populus ;  and 
the  latter,  as  1  remember  particularly,  with  the  highest 
approbation.  The  princes  in  the  Saxon  Heptarchy 
dia  indeed  call  their  nobles  sometimes  together  upon 
weighty  affairs,  as  most  other  princes  of  the  world  have 
done  in  all  ages.  But  they  made  war  and  peace,  and 
nused  money,  by  their  own  authority :  they  gave  or 
mended  laws  by  their  charters,  and  they  raised  armies 
by  their  tenures.  Besides,  some  of  those  kingdoms  fell 
in  by  conquests  before  England  was  reduced  under 
one  head,  and  therefore  could  pretend  no  rights  but  by 
the  concessions  of  the  conqueror. 

Further,  which  is  more  material,«ipon  the  admission 
of  Christianity,  great  quantities  of  land  were  acquired 
by  (he  clergy,  so  that  the  great  council  of  the  nation 


was  oAvQ  entirely  of  cLurcbinen,  and  ever  a  coosider* 
able  part.  But  our  present  constitution  is  an  artifida] 
thing,  not  fairly  to  be  traced,  in  my  opinion,  beyood 
Henry  I.  Since  which  time  it  has  in  every  age  ad* 
mittcKl  several  alterations ;  and  differs  now  as  inudi, 
even  from  what  it  was  then,  as  almost  any  two  qxdei 
of  government  described  by  Aristotle.  And  it  would 
be  much  more  reasonable  to  affirm,  that  the  gov«n»> 
ment  of  Rome  continued  the  aame  under  Justiniso  u 
it  was  iu  the  time  of  Scipio,  because  the  senate  ukI 
consuls  still  remained,  although  the  power  of  both  hal 
been,  for  several  hundred  yean^  trauslened  to  the  em- 
perors. 

BEMARKS  ON  THE  PREFACE- 

Page  iv. ;  v.  '^  If  men  of  opposite  sentimeDta  cio 
subscribe  the  same  articles,  they  are  as  much  at  liberty 
as  if  there  were  none."  May  not  a  man  subscribe  tbi 
whole  articles,  because  be  differs  from  another  in  tht 
explioation  of  one?  how  many  oaths  are  prsMaribed 
that  men  may  differ  in  the  explication  of  some  put  4 
them  f  Instance,  &c. 

Page  vi.  "  Idea  of  government."  A  ca^itiDg  p^ 
dantic  way,  learned  ftaxn,  Locke ;  and  how  preltilj  bt 
shows  it.     Instance-— 

Page  vii.  "  25  Hen.  VIII.  cap.  19.  is  a  bar  to  aoy 
such  divine  right  [of  legislative  power  in  the  clerg;.j' 
Absurd  to  argue  against  the  clergy *8  divine  right,  \^ 
cause  of  the  statute  of  Henry  VIII.  How  does  tkt 
deetroy  divine  right  f  The  sottish  way  oi  arguing ;  Um 
what  die  parliament  can  do ;  from  their  power,  &c. 

Page  viiL  "  If  the  parliament  did  not  think  thef 
had  a  plenitude  of  power  in  this  matter,  tbe^  would  not 
have  damned  all  the  canons  of  1640."  W  bat  doe  be 
mean  f  A  grave  divine  could  not  answer  all  hi>  pUf* 
house  and  Alsatia  cant^  &c.  He  has  read  Hudibr^ 
and  many  plays. 

Ibid.  **  if  the  parliament  can  annul  ecclesiastical 
laws,  they  must  be  able  to  make  them."  Diitioguiib 
and  show  the  silliness,  &c. 

Ibid.  All  that  he  says  against  the  discipline, Jw 
might  say  the  same  against  the  doctrine,  nay,  sgvQ' 
the  belief  of  a  God,  via.,  that  the  legislature  migfit 
forbid  it.  The  church  forms  and  contrives  canons;  sod 
the  civil  power,  which  is  compulsive,  confinns  them. 

Page  ix.  "  There  were  no  laws  enacted  but  bj  the 
great  council  of  the  kingdom."  And  that  was  very 
often,  chiefly  only  bishops. 

Ibid.  "  Laws  settled  by  parliatnent  to  puuifh  tlte 
clergy.''     What  laws  were  those  f 

Page  X.  "  The  people  are  bound  to  no  lavs  but  of 
their  own  choosing.'  It  is  fraudulent ;  for  they  ma? 
consent  to  what  others  choose,  and  so  people  oiWn  do. 

Page  xiv.  paragraph  6.  **  The  clergy  are  not  sup- 
posed to  have  any  divine  legislature,  because  that  waA 
be  superior  to  all  worldly  power ;  and  then  the  clergy 
might  as  well  forbid  the  parliament  to  meet  but  wbeo 
and  where  they  please,  &c."  No  such  conseauencc  at 
all.  They  have  a  power  exclusive  from  all  othen. 
Ordained  to  act  as  clergy,  but  not  govern  in  ci>u 
affairs ;  nor  act  without  leave  of  the  civil  power. 

Page  XXV.  "  The  parliament  suspected  tbe  lore  a 
power  natural  to  churchmen.''  Truly,  so  is  the  lovf  of 
pudding,  and  most  other  things  desinible  in  thisIiAN 
and  in  that  they  are  like  the  laity,  as  iu  all  other 
things  that  are  not  good.  And  therefore  they  are  held 
not  in  esteem  for  what  they  are  liike  iiH  but  for  thrtr 
virtues.  The  true  way  to  abuse  them  with  effect,  m  to 
tell  us  some  faults  of  theirs,  that  other  men  have  not,  or 
not  so  much  of  as  they,  &c.  Might  not  any  <"»<■ 
speak  full  as  bad  of  senates,  diets,  and  parliameufc&,  »< 
he  can  dp  about  councils  j  and  as  bad  of  princes  as  he 
does  of  bishops  f  .. 

Page  xxxi.  "  They  might  as  well  have  made  cartu- 
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Mil  Cnpcgi  iiKi  (k  CUniiehii  biihopt  of  MUbury 
aid  WonMler  as  have  enacted  that  their  eereiml  tees 
■Dd  biifaoprioi  were  utterly  voiil.**  No.  The  legiala- 
but  miflit  dilennuie  who  ehould  not  be  »  biahop  tfasi^ 
but  not  make  a  biahop. 

hgenzi.  **  Wero  not  a  gieater  number  depriTed  by 
;«HiaBieiit  apoa  the  Realoration  f '  Doea  he  mean  prce* 
bytm  f  What  aigniBea  that  f 

Ibid  **  Hare  they  not  tmated  thia  power  with  oar 
priaear  Why,  ay.  But  that  argiiea  not  right,  but 
]Mwcr.  HtTe  they  not  eat  off  a  king'a  head,  ftc.  i 
IV  cbtiith  tmu/t  do  the  beet  diey  can,  if  not  what  they 

TOOJd. 

P^iixri.  **  If  tithee  and  firat-fruita  are  paid  to 
•pirihul  peiaona  aa  auch,  the  king  or  queen  ia  the  moat 
ifNrituil  penon,"  ftc  As  if  the  fiift-fruita,  &e.,  were 
{ttid  to  the  king,  as  tithes  to  a  apiritual  perMn. 

Pi«e  ilni.  *"  King  Charlea  II.  thouffht  fit  that  the 
biihopi  in  Scotland  ahould  hold  their  bishoprics  daring 
vill  ud  nWaaure :  I  do  not  find  that  high  chorch 
cooBpUiwd  of  this  aa  an  encroachment,'*  &c.  No ; 
bat  If  ■  pmicioas  eoansel  nf  lord  Loch. 

Pige  ilir.  **  The  common  law  judges  hare  a  power 
to  dctmniM  whether  a  man  has  a  legal  right  to  the 
Mrnnrae.**  They  pretend  it,  but  what  we  complain 
4f  iss  aMMt  abominable  hardship,  ftc. 

IV^  ilr.  **  Giving  men  thus  blindly  to  the  devil, 
i>  u  cxtiaardinary  piece  of  complaisance  to  a  lay 
dkuxxllor.**  He  is  something  in  the  right ;  and  there- 
^  it  ■  a  pity  there  are  any ;  and  I  hope  the  church 
rll  proride  against  it  But  if  the  sentence  be  just,  it 
3  tut  tbe  pRion,  but  the  contempt.  And  if  the  author 
ttacb  t  man  on  the  highway,  and  takes  but  twopence, 
W  (ball  be  aent  to  the  gallows,  more  terrible  to  him 
tUa  tbr  devil,  for  his  contempt  of  the  law,  &c.  There- 
^  be  need  not  complain  of  oeing  aent  to  hell. 

P^  Ixir.  Mr.  Lealey  may  cany  thinga  too  far,  as 
It »  aahiral ;  because  the  other  extreme  is  so  great, 
^t  vbat  be  aays  of  the  kiogV  losaea,  aince  the  church 
wwh  woe  given  away,  is  too  great  a  truth,  Ac. 

IV  Ixxri.  *<  To  which  I  have  nothing  to  plead, 
ncift  tbe  seal  I  have  for  the  Church  of  Bnghmd.** 
^^  viU  m,  some  pages  further,  what  he  means  by  the 
^ncb;  bat  it  is  not  fair  not  to  begin  with  telling  us 
*^  i*  <Mlained  in  the  idea  of  a  church,  fte. 

^V  Inxiii.  •*  They  will  not  be  angry  with  me  for 
™'in  better  of  6ie  church  than  they  do,"  &c.  No, 
°«t  thtj  will  differ  from  you ;  because  the  worse  the 
qwn  ii  pleaaed  you  think  her  better.  I  believe  the 
^totb  will  not  concern  themselvea  much  about  your 
<»?"-«  of  them,  Ac. 

^*^  Iniiv.  "  But  the  popish,  eastern,  presbyte- 
«•«".  ind  JMobite  clergy,  Ac/'  This  U  like  a  general 
P^'^  «rith  luch  ezoeptions  as  make  it  uaeleaa,  if  we 
^^i^it  it,  Ac. 

IV  luxvii.  **  Misapplying  of  the  word  church, 
^<^  Tbia  is  cavilling.  No  doubt  hia  project  ia  for 
'^^^Df  the  people ;  but  that  ia  not  what  in  common 
V^  ve  ttiually  mean  by  the  church.  Besides,  who 
•  -J*  wt  know  that  distinction  f 

i>>^-  '^Gonatantly  apply  the  same  ideas  to  them." 
^^u.  in  old  English,  meaning  the  aune  thing. 
.  IV  Ixnix.  **  Demonstrates  I  could  have  no  de- 
K-w  but  the  promoting  of  troth,"  Ac.  Yes,  several 
'^K»>  aa  money,  apleen,  atfaciam,  Ac.  What  %  will 
*"?  nan  think  truth  was  his  design,  and  not  money 
"^inuUcef  Doea  he  expect  the  houae  will  go  into  a 
"nnnittK  fcr  a  bill  to  bnng  thinga  to  his  acheme,  to 
^'^ra«dmrythiiig,Ae.f 

'wme  deny  Tindal  to  be  the  author,  and  produce 
*"  <^  ^  bii  dulneai  and  stupidity.  But  what  ia  there 
^  <11  thia  book  that  the  dullest  man  in  England  might 
^<  vrite,  if  hff  veie  angry  and  bold  enough,  and  had 
^'^^IMtl  to  truth? 
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Page  4.  «  Whbthsa  Lewia  XIV.  baa  auch  a  power 
orer  Philip  \,r  He  apeaka  here  of  the  unlimited,  un- 
controllable  authority  of  fathers.  A  very  fooli^  ques- 
tion J  and  hia  diacourae  hitherto,  of  government,  weak 
and  trivial,  and  liable  to  objectiona. 

Ibid.  ^  Whom  he  ia  to  consider  not  as  his  own,  but 
the  Almighty's  workmanship.*'  A  very  likely  con- 
sideration for  the  ideas  of  the  state  of  nature.  A  verv 
wrong  deduction  of  paternal  government  j  but  that  is 
nothing  to  the  disnute,  Ac 

Page  12.  ^*  And  as  auch  might  justly  be  punished 
by  every  one  in  the  atate  of  nature.  FalK ;  he  doea 
not  aeem  to  understand  the  atate  of  nature,  alUiough  he 
haa  borrowed  it  from  Hobbea,  Ac.  e 

Page  14.  "  Merely  apeculative  pointa,  and  other 
indifferent  thinga,*'  Ac.  And  why  are  a])eculative 
opiniona  ao  insignificant  ?  do  not  men  proceed  in  their 
practice  according  to  their  speculations  ?  so,  if  the  au- 
thor were  a  chancellor,  and  one  of  bis  speculations  were, 
that  the  poorer  the  clergy  the  better,  would  not  that 
be  of  great  use  if  a  cause  came  before  him  of  tithes  or 
church  lauda  f 

Ibid.  **  Which  can  only  be  known  by  examining 
whether  men  had  any  power  in  the  atate  of  nature  over 
their  own  or  othera  actiona  in  theae  mattera.**  No, 
that  is  a  wrong  method,  unlesa  where  religion  has  not 
been  revealed ;  in  natural  religion,  Aa. 

Ibid.  "  Nothing  at  first  sight  can  be  more  obvious 
than  that,  in  all  religious  mattera,  none  could  make 
over  the  right  of  judging  for  himaelf,  aince  that  would 
cauae  hia  religion  to  be  abaolutely  at  the  disposal  of 
another."  At  his  rate  of  arguing  (I  think  I  do  not 
misrepresent  him,  and  I  believe  he  will  not  deny  the 
consequence)  a  man  may  profesa  Heathenism,  Maho- 
metism,  Ac,  gain  as  many  proselytes  as  he  can ;  and 
they  may  have  their  assemblies,  and  the  magistrate 
ought  to  protect  them,  provided  &ey  do  not  diaturb  the 
atate :  and  they  may  enjoy  all  secular  prefermenta,  be 
lords  cbancellora,  judgea,  Ac  But  ttiere  are  aome 
opiniona  in  aeveral  religiona,  which,  although  they  do 
not  directly  make  mea  rebel,  yet  lead  to  it  Nay,  we 
might  have  templea  for  idola,  Ac.  A  thouaand  auch 
absurdities  follow  from  his  general  notions,  and  ill- 
digested  schemes.  And  we  aee  in  the  Old  Teatament, 
that  kings  were  reckoned  good  or  ill,  as  they  suffered 
or  hindered  image-worship  and  idolatry,  Ac,  which 
was  limiting  conscience. 

Page  16.  "  Men  may  form  what  clubs,  companies, 
or  meetings  they  think  fit,  Ac,  which  the  magistrate, 
as  long  as  the  public  sustains  no  damage,  cannot 
hinder,"  Ac.  This  is  lalse ;  although  ;he  public  sus- 
tain no  damage,  they  wiU  forbid  clubs  where  they 
think  <ianger  may  happen. 

Page  16.  "  The  magistrate  is  as  much  obliged  to 
protect  them  in  the  way  they  choose  of  worshipping 
nim,  as  in  any  other  indifferent  matter." — Page  17. 
"  The  magistrate  ought  to  treat  all  his  subjects  alike, 
how  much  soever  they  differ  from  him  or  one  another 
in  these  matters."  This  shows  that,  although  they  be 
Turks,  Jews,  or  Heathens,  it  is  so.  But  we  are  sure 
Chriatianity  is  the  only  true  religion,  Ac ;  and  there- 
fore it  should  be  the  magistrate  s  chief  care  to  pro- 
pagate it ;  and  that  God  should  be  worshipped  in  that 
form,  that  those  who  are  the  teachers  think  most 
proper,  Ac* 

Page  18.  *'  So  that  persecution  is  the  most  compre- 
hensive of  all  crimes,  Ac."  But  he  has  not  told  us  wliat 
is  included  in  the  idea  of  persecution.    State  it  right 

Ibid.  *'  But  here  it  may  be  demanded,  if  a  man's 
conscience  make  him  do  such  acts,  Ac"  Tliis  does  not 
answer  the  above  objection  :  for  if  Uie  public  be  not 
disturlied  with  atheistical  priuciples  preached,  oor  im- 
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morabties,  all  is  well.  So  ihat  iHll  men  may  be  Jews, 
Tarks,  &c. 

Page  22.  "  The  same  teason  wbich  obliges  them  to 
make  statutes  of  mortmain,  and  other  laws,  against  the 
people's  giving  estates  to  the  clergy,  will  equaU  j  hold 
for  their  taking  them  away  when  given."  A  great  se- 
curity for  property !  WiU  this  hold  to  any  other  society 
in  the  state,  as  merchants,  ftc,  or  only  to  ecclesiastics  f 
A  petty  project :  forming'  general  schemes  requires  a 
deeper  head  than  this  man's. 

Ibid.  "  But  the  good  of  the  society  being  the  only 
reascm  of  the  magistrate's  having  any  power  over  men's 
properties,  I  cannot  see  why  he  should  deprive  his  sub- 
jects of  any  part  ^reof,  for  the  maintenance  of  such 
opinions  as  have  no  tendency  that  way,"  &c.  Here  is 
a  paragraph  ^vide  also  iniht)  which  has  a  great  deal  in 
it.  The  meaning  is,  that  no  man  ought  to  pay  tithes 
who  does  not  believe  what  the  minister  peaches.  But 
bow  came  they  by  this  propertyf  Wnen  they  pur* 
chased  ike  land,  they  paid  only  fisr  so  much ;  and  the 
tithes  were  exempted.  It  is  an  older  title  than  any  man's 
estate  is ;  and  if  it  were  taken  away  to-morrow,  it  could 
not,  without  a  new  law,  belong  to  the  owners  of  the 
other  nine  parts,  any  more  than  impropriations  do. 

Ibid.  *'  For  the  maintenance  of  such  opinions,  as  no- 
wise contribute  to  the  public  good.*'  By  such  opinions 
as  the  puplic  receive  no  advantage  by  he  must  mean 
Christianity. 

Page  23.  "  Who  by  reason  of  such  articles  are  di- 
vided into  different  sects."  A  pretty  cause  of  sects !  &c. 
Page  24.  *<So  the  same  reason,  as  often  as  it  oc- 
curs, will  oblige  him  to  leave  that  church.*^    Ibis  is 
an  excuse  forhis  turning  papist 

Ibid.  *'  Unless  you  suppose  churches  like  traps,  easy 
to  admit  one ;  but  when  once  he  is  in,  them  he  must 
always  stick,  either  for  the  pleasure  or  pruflt  of  the 
trap-setters."     Remark  his  wit. 

Page  29.  **  Nothing  can  be  more  absurd  than  main- 
taining there  must  be  two  independent  powers  in  the 
same  society,  ftc."  This  is  abommably  absurd :  show  it. 
Page  33.  "  The  whole  hierarchy  as  built  on  it,  must 
necessarily  fkll  to  the  ground,  and  great  will  be  die  fall 
of  this  spiritual  Babylon."  I  will  do  him  justice,  and 
take  notice  when  he  his  witty,  ftc. 

Page  36.  **  Foi  if  there  may  be  two  such  [indepen* 
dent  powers]  in  every  society  on  earth,  why  may  mere 
not  be  more  than  one  in  heaven  f  *  A  delicate  con- 
sequence. 

Page  37.  "  Without  having  the  les^  he  could  not 
have  the  greater,  in  which  that  is  contained."  Sophis- 
tical :  instance  wherein. 

Page  42.  ''Some  since,  subtler  than  the  Jews,  have 
managed  commutations  more  to  their  own  advantage 
by  enriching  themselves,  and  beggaring,  if  fiune  be  not 
a  liar,  many  an  honest  dissenter."  It  is  fair  to  produce 
witnesses,  is  she  a  liar  or  not  t  The  report  is  almost 
impossible.  Commutations  were  contrived  for  roguish 
registers  and  proctors,  and  lay  chancellors,  but  not  for 
the  clergy. 

Page  43.  **  Kings  and  people,  who  (as  the  Indiana 
do  the  devil)  adored  the  pope  out  of  fear."  I  am  in 
doubt  whether  I  shall  allow  that  tot  wit  or  not,  &c. 
Look  yon,  in  these  cases,  preface  it  thus :  If  one  may 
use  an  old  saying. 

Page  44.  **One  reason  why  the  clergy  make  what 
they  call  schism  to  be  so  heinous  a  sin."  There  it  is 
now ;  because  he  has  changed  churches,  he  ridicules 
schism ;  as  Milton  wrote  for  divorces,  because  he  had 
an  ill  wife.  For  ten  pages  on,  we  must  give  the  true 
answer,  that  makes  all  these  arguments  of  no  use. 

Page  60.  « It  possibly  will  be  said,  I  have  all  this 
while  being  doing  these  gentlemen  a  great  deal  of 
wrong."  To  do  him  justice,  he  sets  forth  the  objections 
of    Us  adv^saries  with  great   strength,  and    much 


to  their  advantageL    No  doubt  those  ate  the  reiysb- 
jections  we  would  ofe. 

Pkge  68.  ^  Their  executioner."  He  is  food  of  tha 
woid  in  many  places,  yet  there  is  nodiing  in  it  Mia 
than  it  is  the  name  for  the  hangman,  ftc. 

F&ge  69.  <<  Since  they  exclude  bodi  fiaa  hsfbg 
anything  in  the  ordering  of  cfaureh  matters."  Anctbn 
part  of  his  scheme;  fbr,  by  this  the  people  ongfat  ti 
execute  ecclesiastical  offices  without  distmetioo,  ftr 
he  brings  the  other  opinion  as  an  absurd  one. 

Ptage  72.  «They  chum  a  judidal  power,  and,  br 
virtue  of  it,  the  government  of  the  churcb,  sod  tMtf 
(pardon  the  expression)  become  traitors  both  to  God 
and  man."  Who  does  be  desire  to  pardon  himt  at ii 
this  meant  of  the  English  clei|^  f  so  it  ssems.  Don 
he  desire  them  to  pardon  him  f  they  do  it  as  Chiutius. 
Does  he  desire  die  government  to  do  itf  bat  then  bow 
can  they  make  examples  t  He  say%  the  ckrgy  de  s^ 
&o. ;  so  he  means  all. 

Page  74.  *'  I  would  gladly  know  what  they  mesa  bT 
giving  the  Holy  Ghost"  Exnlain  what  is  reallj  ntent 
by  giving  the  Holy  Ghost,  lite  a  king  empinreriiigiD 
ambassador.  ^ 

Pftge  76.  «  The  Popish  clergy  make  very  bold  wH 
the  three  persons  of  the  Trinity."  Why  then,  dont 
mix  them ;  but  we  see  whom  this  glances  on  net. 
As  to  the  Comgi  d'^iirty  and  Nah  tpi^oepari,  not » 
absurd ;  and  if  omitted,  why  changed  f 

Page  78.  '<  But  not  to  digress  "~Pray  doci  be  all 
scuxrility  upon  the  clergy  a  digression  f  The  spolofy 
needless^  ftc. 

Ibid.  "  A  clergyman,  it  is  said,  is  God's  smbi* 
sador."  But  you  know  an  ambnasador  may  have  s 
secretary,  ftc. 

Ibid.  «  Call  their  pnlpit>«peeehea  the  word  of  God* 
That  is  a  mistake. 

Page  79.  ''Such  persons  to  represent  bint."  ^ 
not  they  that  own  his  power  fitter  to  repraient  hhs 
than  others  9    Would  the  author  be  a  fitter  pcnont 

Ibid.  <*  Puffed  up  widi  intolerable  pride  and  nto- 
lence.**  Not  at  sil ;  for  where  is  m  pride  to  b( 
employed  by  a  prince,  whom  so  fiew  own,  and  vboK 
being  is  disputed  by  such  as  this  author? 

Ibid.  **  Perhaps  from  ar  poor  servitor,  ftc,  to  be  & 
prime  minister  m  God's  kingdom."  That  b  vigbt. 
God  takes  notice  of  the  difference  between  poor 
servitors,  ftc  Extremely  foolish :  show  it  Ibe  ai^' 
ment  lies  strongly  against  the  apostles,  poor  fisbenno: 
and  St.  Paul  a  tent-maker.    So  gross  and  idle ! 

Piige  80.  "  The  formality  of  laying  hand  met  besi 
on  a  man.'*  A  pun ;  but  an  old  one.  I  lemembtr 
when  Swan  made  that  pun  first,  he  was  levafh 
checked  for  it 

Ibid.  '<  What  more  is  required  to  give  one  a  rigbt, 
ftc.      Here  show  what  power  is   in  the  church,  aoA 
what  in  the  stote,  to  make  prieste. 

Page  85.  ^*  To  bring  men  intO)  and  not  toin  ^ 
out  of,  the  ordinary  way  of  salvation."  Yes ;  but  ii 
one  rotten  sheep  does  mischief— and  do  you  tbiob  it 
reasonable  that  such  a  one  as  this  author  should  cw' 
verse  with  Christians,  and  weak  ones  ? 

Ibid.  See  his  fine  account  of  spiritual  puniihnMirt« 
Page  87.  "  The  clergy  affirm,  that  if  they  hid  wt 
the  power  to  exclude  men  finm  the  church,  iti  witt 
could  not  be  preserved."  So  to  expel  an  ill  mem\f' 
from  a  college,  would  be  the  way  to  divide  the  coilegr^ 
as  ill  All-^uls',  ftc.     Apply  it  to  him. 

Page  88.  '<  I  cannot  see  but  it  is  contrary  tn  tIp' 
rules  of  charity  to  exclude  men  from  the  church,"  ^* 
All  this  turns  upon  the  fidseit  reasoning  in  the  vorM 
So,  if  a  man  be  imprisoned  for  stealing  a  faor«e,  be  e 
hindered  from  other  duties:  and  you  might  srf^< 
that  a  man  who  does  ill,  ought  to  be  more  diligent  id 
minding  other  duties^  and  not  to  be  dehvncd  (rem  then- 
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It  tt  (or  tntimaiey  mod  refaeUion  agaiint  tiiat  power  in 
th«  chuitfa  vhich  the  Uw  hai  con6nn«d.  So  a  man  ia 
outliMd  fir  a  tiifle,  upon  contumacy. 

hire  92.  **  Obliging  all  hj  penal  lawa  to  raceire  the 
fKrameor.**    Thia  ia  6Jae. 

Afe  9^  **Tke  want  of  which  mean*  can  only 
btftdeo  A  aaa  io  his  impenitence.**  It  ii  for  hia  being 
binieQed  that  he  ia  ezeiuded.  Snppoee  a  aon  roba  hia 
fitfaer  oD  the  highway,  and  hia  fiither  will  no^  aee  him 
till  bemtfffs  the  money,  and  owna  hia  faul*  It  ia 
tanl  to  datf  him  paying  hia  duty  in  other  things  Ac. 
HuvaAaurdthiai 

P^  95.  ^  And  that  only  they  had  a  right  to  give 
it"  .^mtber  part  of  hia  acheme^  that  the  people  hare 
a  rifiit  to  give  the  aaeiamenL    See  more  of  it^  pp.  135 

aiam. 

Pi|«  96.  **  Hade  fiuniliar  to  such  practieea  by  the 
bntbcB  imts.**  WcU;  and  thia  ahowa  the  neoeaaity 
of  it  for  peace  take.  A  ailly  objection  of  thia  and  oUier 
fncnuei  to  teiigion,  to  think  to  diegrace  it  by  applying 
iwrthmian,  which  only  ooncema  the  political  part, 
vbcreia  tivj  were  aa  wiae  aa  other^  and  might  give 
rdfli   iDftuce,  in  aome,  &c. 

IV  ML  ''How  differently  from  thia  do  the  great 
pmcoden  to  primitive  practice  act,"  &c  Thta  ia  a 
MiirUUe  paaaage.  Doea  he  condemn  or  allow  thia 
aritwiotti  vay?  It  aeema  the  tint;  and  therefore 
tW  vcrdt  are  a  little  tamed,  but  inhllibly  atood  in 
'og  &nt  draught  aa  a  great  argument  for  popery. 

Nv  1U<L  **  1^  drew  them  up  in  a  aanbenito." 
h,  turn  we  an  to  answer  for  the  inquiaition.  One 
liuv  u,  that  he  makea  the  fathera  guilty  of  aaaerting 
ik»t  of  (be  corraptioiia  about  the  power  of  prieata. 

^i^  101.  *<  Some  prieata  aanime  to  themaelvea  an 
fhtnrj  power  of  ex<sluding  men  from  the  Lord'a 
^fxr."  Hia  aeheme  ;  that  anybody  may  adminiater 
U  voaoicnti,  women,  or  children,  &c. 

F^re  108.  ^One  do  more  than  another  can  be 
r^i^Mil  a  prist'*  See  hia  aoheme.  Here  he  dia- 
P>a»  vfaat  toe  law  enacti,  about  the  manner  of  con- 
Mcntiot,ftc 

^V  USl  **  C!harehcaaerre  to  worae  purpoaet  than 
W-foleiii.**     Tliia  from  Hudibraa. 

("ft  U9.  <*  In  the  time  of  that  wiae  heathen  Am- 
^tmm  Maitcllinua.'*  Here  he  rune  down  all  Chria- 
'•^^■jjHwal. 

iViao.  **I  ahall,  in  the  following  part  of  my 
c.Wim,  diow  that  thia  doctrine  ia  ao  far  from  aerv- 
^i  '>  emfa  of  religiol^  tlmt,  1.  It  pveventa  the  apread- 
>V  itf  tW  gofpel,  ftc**  Thb  independent  power  in 
^  rWch  ia  liie  the  worma ;  being  the  cauae  of  all 


Ptff  1^.  «  How  eaaily  could  the  Roman  emperora 
^r^dertroyed  the  church  Y"  Juat  aa  if  he  had  aaid, 
^  f9d\j  eould  Herod  kill  Chriat  while  a  child,  ftc. 

^  125.  *'The  paop'^  were  aet  againat  biahopa 
4  nmn  of  didr  tyranny.**  Wrong ;  for  the  biahopa 
■«VBo  tyiaata:  their  power  waa  awtdlowed  up  by  the 
^9"^  and  the  people  deaired  they  ahould  have  more. 
It  vai  the  legolara  that  tyranniied  and  formed  prieat- 
vJt    He  ia  ignorant* 

iV  13^  "*  He  ia  not  bound  by  the  lawa  of  Chriat 
^kaffhiifrieBdaiaflrdcrtobebaptiied,**  fto.  Thia 
'^fwdy  againat  the  goapeL — One  would  think  him  an 
^"■vy*  hr  hia  patching  achian. 

P«ce  lil  **  Then  will  the  communion  of  aainta  be 
pvticahle,  to  which  the  principlea  of  all  partiea,  the 
"^ca*i«nal  eouformiata  only  excepted,  atand  in  direct 
'^watiflD,*'  ftc  So  that  all  are  wrong  but  they. 
Tbr  Scriptuie  ia  folly  againat  echiam.  Tindal  pn>- 
^■^  it.  and  plaoea  ia  it  aU  the  praaent  and  future 
ittffuicei  uf  man. 

F^  144.  All  he  haa  hitherto  aaid  on  thia  matter, 
^  A  very  little  turn,  were  aigumenta  for  popery ; 


for  it  ia  certain  tiiat  religion  bad  ahare  in  very  few 
ware  for  many  hundred  yeara  before  the  Reformation, 
becauae  they  were  all  of  a  mind.  It  ia  the  ambition 
of  rebela,  preachii^  upon  the  diaoontenta  of  aeotariea, 
that  they  are  not  aupreme,  which  haa  cauaed  wara  for 
religion.  He  ia  miateken  altogether.  Hia  little  narrow 
undeiatanding  and  want  ot  learning. 

Page  145.  *<  Though  aome  aay  the  highfliera*  livea 
might  aerve  for  a  very  good  rule,  if  men  wotdd  act 
quite  contrary  to  them.**  Ia  he  one  of  thoae  aome  f 
Beaide  the  new  turn  of  wit,  ftc,  all  the  clergy  in 
England  come  under  hia  notion  of  highfliera,  aa  he 
atatca  it. 

Page  147.  <<  None  of  them  (churchmen)  could  be 
brought  to  acknowledge  it  lawful,  upon  any  account 
whatever,  to  exclude  the  duke  of  York.*'  Thia  ac- 
count falae  in  fact 

Ibid.  <*  And  the  body  politic,  whether  eccleaiaatical 
or  civil,  muat  be  dealt  with  after  the  aame  manner  aa 
the  body  natural.**  What,  becauae  it  ia  called  a  body, 
and  ia  a  aimile,  muat  it  hold  in  all  cireumatanoea  f 

Page  148.  *<  We  find  all  wiae  legialatora  have  had 
regard  to  the  tempera,  inclinationa,  and  prcgudicea,**  &e. 
Thia  paragraph  falae. — It  waa  direcAy  contrary  in 
aeveru,  aa  Lycnrgua,  ftc 

Page  152.  *<  All  the  skill  of  the  prelatiata  ia  not  able 
to  diacover  the  leaat  diatinction  between  biahop  and 
preabyter.'*  Yet,  God  knowa,  thia  hath  been  done 
many  a  time. 

Page  158.  «  The  Epiatle  to  the  Philippiana  ia  di- 
reeled  to  the  biahopa  and  deaoona ;  I  mean  in  due 
order  after  the  people,  vis.,  to  the  aainta,  with  their 
biahopa  and  deacona.**  I  hope  he  would  argue  from 
another  place  that  the  people  precede  the  king  becauae 
of  theae  worda— *'  Ye  aoall  be  deatroyed,  both  you  and 
your  king.** 

■  Page  161.  "  The  pope,  and  other  great  church 
dona.**  1  Buppoae  he  meana  biahopa;  but  I  wiah  he 
would  explain  nimaelf,  and  not  be  ao  very  witty  in  the 
midst  of  an  ai^ument ;  it  ia  like  two  mediuma,  not 
fair  in  diaputing. 

Page  167.  "  Clemena  Romanua  blamea  the  people, 
not  for  aaanming  a  power,  but  for  making  a  wrong  uae 
of  it,'*  ftc.  Hia  great  error  all  along  ia,  that  he  doea 
not  diatinguiah  between  a  power  and  a  liberty  of  ex* 
erciaing  tlut  power,  ftc  I  would  appeal  to  any  man 
whether  the  clergy  have  not  too  little  power,  aince  a 
book  like  hia,  that  unaettlea  foundatiooa  and  would 
deatroy  all,  goea  unpuniahed,  ftc. 

Page  171.  **  By  thia  or  aome  auch  method,  the 
bishopa  obtained  their  power  over  their  fellow-preaby- 
tera,  and  both  over  the  people.  The  whole  tenour  of 
the  goapel  directly  contrary  to  it.**  Then  it  ia  not 
an  allowable  meana :  thia  canrica  it  ao  far  aa  to  apoil 
hia  own  ayatem ;  it  ia  a  ain  to  have  biahopa  aa  we  have 
them. 

Page  172.  **  ^he  preaervation  of  peace  and  unity, 
and  not  any  divine  right,  waa  thereaaonof  eatabliahing 
a  auperiority  of  one  of  the  preabytera  over  the  reat ; 
otherwiae  there  would,  aa  they  aay,  have  been  aa  many 
achtamatica  aa  preabytera.  No  great  compliment  to 
the  clergy  of  thoae  daya.'*  Why  ao  f  It  ia  the  natural 
effect  of  a  worae  independency,  which  he  keepa  auch  a 
clatter  about,  an  independency  of  churchea  on  each 
other,  which  muat  naturalW  create  acbiam. 

PB4^  183.  "  How  could  the  Chriatiana  have  aa- 
aerted  the  diaintereatedneas  of  thoae  who  firat  preached 
the  goapel,  particularly  their  having  a  right  to  the 
tenth  partf  *  Yea,  that  would  bavepaaaed  eaay  enough ; 
for  they  could  not  imagine  tcacheia  could  live  on  air, 
and  their  heathen  prieata  were  much  more  unreaaonable 
Page  184.  **  Men'aauffering  for  such  opinions  ia  not 
auiBcient  to  aupport  the  weight  of  them.  Thia  ia  a 
I  glance  againat  uhriatianity.    State  the  case  of  convert* 
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ing  infidelt ;  the  eonverten  are  fuppoied  few ;  €be  balk 
of  the  priesti  mint  be  of  the  converted  countr  j.  It  it 
their  own  people  therefore  they  maintain.  What  pro- 
ject or  end  can  a  few  converten  propoeef  they  can 
leave  no  power  to  their  familief,  &c.  State  this,  I  nj, 
at  length,  and  give  it  a  trae  turn.  Princes  give  cor- 
porations power  to  purchase  lands. 

Page  lo?.  **  That  it  became  an  easy  prey  to  the 
barbarous  nations.**  Ignorance  in  Tindal.  The  em- 
pire long  declined  before  Christianity  was  introduced. 
This  a  wrong  cause,  if  ever  there  was  one. 

Page  190.  <*  It  is  the  clergy *s  interest  to  have  re- 
ligion corrupted.**  Quite  the  contrary;  prove  it. 
How  is  it  the  interest  of  the  English  clergy  to  corrupt 
religion  f  The  more  justice  and  piety  the  people  have, 
the  better  it  is  for  them ;  for  that  would  prevent  the 
penury  of  farmers,  and  the  oppression  of  exacting, 
covetous  landlords,  ftc.  That  which  has  corrupted 
religion  is  the  liberty  unlimited  of  professing  all 
opinions.  Do  not  lawyers  render  law  intricate  by 
their  speculations,  ftc.     And  physicians,  ftc. 

Page  209.  <'  The  spirit  and  temper  of  die  clergy, ** 
&c.  What  does  this  man  tiliink  the  clergy  are  made 
oft  Answer  generally  to  what  he  says  against  coun- 
cib  in  the  ten  pages  before.  Suppose  I  should  bring 
quotations  in  their  praise. 

Page  2U .  '*  As  the  clergy,  tiiough  few  in  comparison 
of  the  laity,  were  the  inventors  of  corruptions.**  His 
scheme  is^  that  the  fewer  and  poorer  the  clergy  the 
better,  and  the  contrary  among  the  laity.  A  noble 
principle;  and  delicate  consequences  from  it. 

Page  207.  "  Men  are  not  alwajrs  condemned  for  the 
sake  of  opinions,  but  opinions  sometimes  for  the  sake 
of  men.**  And  so  he  hopes  that,  if  his  opinions  are 
condemned,  people  will  think  it  is  a  spite  against  him, 
as  having  been  always  scandalous. 

Page  210.  "  The  meanest  layman  as  good  a  judge 
as  the  greatest  priest,  for  the  meanest  man  is  as  much 
interested  in  the  truth  of  religion  as  the  greatest  priest.** 
As  if  one  should  say  the  meanest  sick  man  has  as  much 
interest  in  health  as  a  physician,  therefore  is  as  good  a 
judge  of  physic  as  a  pnysician,  &c. 

Ibid.  **  Had  synods  been  composed  of  laymen,  none 
of  those  cotTuptions  which  tend  to  advance  the  interest 
of  the  clergy,*  ftc.  True.  But  the  part  the  laity  had 
in  reforming  was  little  more  than  plundering.  He 
should  understand  that  the  nature  of  things  is  this,  diat 
the  clergy  are  made  of  men»  and  widiout  some  en- 
couragement they  will  not  have  the  best  but  the  worst. 
Page  215.  "  They  who  gave  estates  to,  rather  than 
they  who  took  them  from,  the  clergy,  were  guilty  of 
sacrilege.**  Then  the  people  are  the  church,  and  the 
clergy  not;  another  part  of  his  scheme. 

Page  219.  •*  Tlie  clergy,  as  they  subsisted  by  the 
alms  of  the  neople,**  &c.  Thia  he  would  have  still. 
Show  the  folly  of  it.  Not  possible  to  show  any  civil- 
ized nation  ever  did  it  Who  would  be  clergymen 
then  f  The  absurdity  appeors  by  putting  the  case  that 
none  were  to  be  statesmen,  lawyers^  or  physicians,  but 
who  were  to  subsist  by  alms. 

Page  222.  ''These  subtle  clergymen  work  their 
designs  who  lately  cut  out  such  a  tacking  job  for 
them,**  fte.  He  is  mistaken^-everybody  was  for  the 
bill  almost,  though  not  for  the  tack.  The  bishop  of 
Sarum  was  for  it,  as  anpean  by  his  speech  against  it. 
But  it  seems  the   taclcing  is  owing  to  metaphysical 

rulations.  I  wonder  whether  is  most  perplexed, 
author  in  his  style  or  the  writings  of  our  divines. 
In  the  judgment  of  all  people  our  divines  have  carried 
practical  preaching  and  writing  to  the  greatest  per- 
fection it  ever  arrived  to;  which  shows  that  we 
may  affirm  in  general  our  clergy  is  excellent,  although 
this  or  that  man  be  faulty.  As  if  an  army  be  con- 
ftaiitly  victorious,   regidar,  ftc,  we  may  say  it   is 


an  excellent,  Tietorioas  army :  but  Tindal,  to  dk. 
parage  it,  would  say  such  a  serjeint  ran  away;  ludi 
an  ensign  hid  himself  in  a  ditch;  nay,  one  colonri 
turned  his  back,  therefore  it  is  a  corrapt,  cowtn)); 
army,  ftc. 

Piige  224.  **  They  were  as  apprehensive  of  the  woili 
of  Aristotle  as  some  men  are  of  the  works  of  s  }«t( 
philosopher,  which  they  are  aftaid  will  let  too  rouk 
light  into  the  world.**  Yet  joit  such  another;  onljrt 
commentator  on  Aristotle.  People  are  likely  to  im- 
prove their  understanding  much  with  Locke  ;  it  is  net 
his  "Human  Understanding,**  but  other  works,  tbat 
people  dislike,  although  in  that  there  are  some  daiige- 
ous  tenets,  as  that  of  no  innate  ideas. 

Page  226.  «<  Could  they,  like  the  Dopish  pri«fta,  add 
to  this  a  restraint  on  the  press,  their  Inisineas  would  be 
done.'*  So  it  ought :  for  example,  to  hinder  fait  M, 
because  it  is  written  to  justify  the  vices  and  iii8dei>tT 
of  the  age.  There  can  be  no  other  design  in  it  For 
u  this  a  way  or  manner  to  do  good?  railing  doct  but 
provoke.  The  opinion  of  the  whole  parliament  if,  ttie 
clergy  are  too  poor. 

Ibid.  "  When  some  nations  could  be  no  longer  iefi 
from  prying  into  learning,  this  miserable  gibberiih  \a 
the  schools  was  contrived.**  We  have  exploded  Kbooi- 
men  as  much  as  he,  and  in  some  people's  optnioo  tm 
much,  since  the  liberty  of  embracing  any  opinion  s 
allowed;  they  following  Aristotle,  who  is  doubthtftiw 
greatest  master  of  arguing  in  the  world :  bat  it  bai 
been  a  fashion  of  late  years  to  exjilode  Aristotle;  uA 
therefore  this  man  has  fallen  into  it  like  otheis,  for  that 
reason,  without  understanding  him.  Aristotle's  poctrr, 
rhetoric,  and  politics  are  admirable ;  and  therefon  it 
is  likely,  so  are  his  logics. 

Page  230.  « In  tiiese  freer  eonntries,  as  the  der^  | 
have  less  power,  so  religion  is  better  understood,  auJ  | 
more  useful  and  excellent  discourses  are  made  on  tbt 
subject,'*  ftc.  Not  generally.  Holland  not  vm 
famous ;  Spain  has  been,  aiid  France  is.  But  it  l^ 
quires  more  knowledge  tfaunn  his  to  form  genersl  rvlo. 
which  people  strain,  when  ignorant,  to  false  deductiaa 
to  make  them  out. 

Page  232.  Chap.  VII.  That  this  hypotfaens  of  u 
independent  power  in  any  set  of  clergymen  mako  all 
reformation  unlawful,  except  where  those  wbobve 
this  power  do  consent  Thetitleofthiseh^iteratraisn. 
l4ige  234.  '<  If  God  has  not  placed  mankind,  in 
respect  to  civil  matters,  under  an  absolute  power,  bot 
has  permitted  them  in  every  society  to  act  sitbff 
judge  best  for  their  own  safety,"  ftc  Bad  psralleii; 
bad  politics ;  want  of  due  distinction  between  tcsdiini 
and  government  The  people  may  know  when  ti>r» 
are  governed  well,  but  not  be  wiser  than  their  in- 
structors.    Show  the  difference. 

Ibid.  «If  Ood  has  allowed  the  dvil  society  tiicf 
privileges,  can  we  suppose  he  has  less  kindness  for  ha 
church  f*  ftc.  Here  they  are  distinguished  then ;  biie 
it  makes  for  him.  It  is  a  sort  of  turn  of  •^tp']*^} 
which  is  scarce  with  him,  and  he  contradicts  Diatf<» 
to  follow  it. 

Page  235.  "This  cursed  hypodiesis  had  verM 
never  been  thought  on  with  relation  to  civils,  had  tm 
the  clergy  (who  have  an  inexhanstiUe  magaiin** 
oppressive  doctrines)  contrived  tint  in  eoelesiasticsiO 
ftc.  The  seventh  paragraph  fririous  and  false.  ^'* 
there  no  tyrants  before  the  clergy,  fte.  t 

Page  236.    « Therefore,   in  order  to  serve 
though  I  expect  little  thanks,**  ftc.    And  why 
Will  they  not,  as  you  say,  follow  their  iiiteiertf 
thought  you  said  so.     He  has  three  or  four 
turns  of  this  kind,  that  look  as  if  he  thought  h^ 
done  wonders  and  had  put  all  the  cleigr  in  a 
whereas,  I  do  assure  him  there  are  but  tsro  tbi 
wonderful  in  his  book:   first,   how  any  man  in 
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Chntfitt  eoimtry  could  ba?e  the  boldiien  aod  wicktd- 
Dca  to  vrit*  it;  and  how  any  goTemmeDt  would 
D<^t  ^nDiihing  the  author  of  it,  if  not  aa  an  enemy 
of  rriigioQ,  jet  at  a  pn^igate  trumpeter  of  sedition. 
Thae  m  hud  worda,  got  by  reading  bis  book. 

?j^  336.  **  The  light  of  nature,  aa  well  as  the  gospel, 
uU  ps  peg^  to  judge  of  themselves,'*  &o.  "  to  avoid 
falte  prophets,  sedocos,"  &c.  The  legislature  can 
tun  out  a  priest,  and  appoint  another  ready  made, 
but  aot  make  one ;  as  you  discharge  a  physician  aud 
oaj  take  a  fiuricr;  but  he  is  no  physician  unless 
nude  SI  be  ought  to  be. 

Ibid.  "  Since  no  more  power  is  required  for  the  one 
tiui)  tiis  other.*^  This  is,  I  dislike  my  physician  and 
oiD  turn  bim  off,  therefore  1  can  make  any  man  a 
(•ajiician,  &c  Caffau  est  deatruen,  &c.  Jest  on  it : 
tbcrefoit,  because  he  lays  schemes  for  destroying  the 
cbarcb,  we  must  employ  him  to  raise  it  again.  See 
wbat  daoier  lies  in  applying  maxims  at  random.  So 
beeana  it  ii  the  sddiere*  business  to  knock  men  on  the 
bead,  it  ii  tbein  likewise  to  raise  them  to  life,  && 

Pa^237.  "It  can  belong  only  to  the  people  to 
sppoiot  their  own  ecclesiastical  officers."  This  word 
"f^ttple"  is  so  delicious  in  him  that  1  cannot  tell  what 
It  iocludcd  in  the  idea  of  the  "people.*'  Does  he 
oaeaii  (be  rabble  or  the  legislature,  &c.  9  In  this  sense 
>t  nuj  be  true  that  the  legislature  gives  leave  to  the 
^Moft  to  appoint,  and  they  appoint  themselves ;  I 
oeu.  tbe  executive  power  appoints,  &c.  He  shows 
ij  igDoraooe  io  government  As  to  high  church,  he 
iunti  it  a  prodigious  wav,  and  includes  in  the  idea 
<i  It  more  toan  i^ers  will  allow. 

Fife  2^9.  ^  Though  it  be  customary  to  admit  none 
iitbemiuiitry  who  are  not  approved  by  the  bishops 
« pricrti."  &c.    One  of  his  prmciples  to  expose. 

Ibid.  ''If  every  one  has  not  an  inherent  right  to 
rbii»)«  bis  own  guide,  then  a  man  must  be  either  of  the 
itlifiao  of  his  guide,  or,'*  &c.  That  woidd  make 
ii»<:cato  vork  in  a  nation  :  what  would  become  of  all 
■^  cborcbcs  f  They  must  dwindle  into  conventicles. 
^U«  wbat  would  be  tbe  consequence  of  this  scheme 
tti  VToil  points.  This  great  reformer,  if  his  projects 
««R  icdaoed  to  practice,  how  many  thousand  sects, 
Aad  unsequently  tumults,  &c.  Men  must  be  governed 
'h  i^nculations^  at  least  not  suffered  to  vent  them, 
t««aue  ninions  tend  to  actions,  which  are  most 
Urtontd  bj  opiniona,  &c.  If  those  who  write  for  the 
cburcb  vrit  no  better,  they  would  succeed  but  scurvily. 
But  (oMe  vbether  he  be  a  good  writer,  let  us  see  when 
U  \m  publiihed  hia  second  part 

Fife  363.  ^*  An  excellent  author  in  his  preface  to 
^^f  account  of  Denmark.'*  This  man  judges  and 
«ntei  ameh  of  a  level.  Molesworth*s  preface  full  of 
lUlf  pinfligate  topics.  That  author  wrote  his  book  in 
9  te  to  a  nation,  as  this  does  to  religion,  and  both 
Hs»  OQ  poor  neiaooal  piques.^ 

Ibid.  "  By  woich  means,  and  not  by  any  difference 
u  ipecttlative  matters,  they  are  more  rich  and  popu- 
I'M."  Ai  if  ever  anybody  thought  that  a  difference 
"'  molatiTe  opinioua  made  men  richer  or  poorer ; 
^i  example,  &C. 

I'^e  369.  »  PLay  the  devil  for  God's  sake.**  If  this 
u  ittai.t  for  wit  I  would  be  glad  to  observe  it ;  but  in 
9kI  caaes  1  fint  look  whether  Uiere  be  common  sense,  &c. 
^^  261.  '<  Christendom  has  been  the  scene  of 
i-^ual  wan,  massacres,*'  &c.  He  docs  not  consider 
^  miat  religious  wars  have  been  caused  by  schisms, 
*'<'n  the  dissenting  parties  were  ready  to  join  witli  any 
•^bitioQs  discontented  man.  The  natioiud  religion 
^*4j»  desire*  peace^  even  in  her  notions,  for  iti 
•urresta. 

Ki(pe  270.  **  Some  have  taken  the  liberty  to  compare 
a  la(b-«burch  priest  in  politics,  to  a  monkey  in  a  glass- 
*^pt  where,  as  he  can  do  no  good,  so  he  never  fails  of 
*  Lord  Molampoctb**  aceoant  of  Denmark. 


doing  misohief  enough.**  That  is  his  modesty,  it  is  his 
own  simile,  and  it  rather  fits  a  man  that  does  so  and 
so,  meaning  himself.  Besides,  the  comparison  is 
foolish :  so  it  is  with  men  as  with  stags. 

Page  276.  «  Their  interest  obliges  them  directly  to 
promote  tyranny.**  Tbe  matter  is,  that  Christianity 
u  the  fiudt  whidi  spoila  the  priests,  for  they  were  like 
other  men  before  they  were  priests.  Among  the 
Romans,  priests  did  not  do  so ;  for  they  had  the  greatest 
power  during  the  republic  I  wonder  he  did  not  prove 
they  spoiled  Nero. 

Page  277.  ''  No  princes  have  been  more  insupport- 
able, and  done  greater  violence  to  tiie  commonwraltb, 
than  those  the  clei^y  have  honoured  for  saints  and 
martyrs.**  For  example  in  our  country,  the  princea 
most  celebrated  by  our  clergy  ar^  &c.  &c.  &c.  And 
the  quarrels  since  the  Conquest  were  nothing  at  all  of 
the  clergy,  but  purely  of  families,  &c.,  wheiein  the 
clergy  only  joined  like  other  men. 

Page  279.  **  After  the  reformation,  I  desire  to  know 
whether  the  conduct  of  the  clergy  was  anywise  altered 
for  the  better,**  &c.  Monstrous  misrepresentation! 
Does  this  man's  spirit  of  declaiming  let  him  forget  all 
truth  of  fact,  as  here,  &c.  f  Show  it  Or  does  he  flatter 
himself  a  time  will  come  in  future  ages  that  men  will 
believe  it  on  his  word  1  In  short  between  declaiming, 
between  misrepresenting,  and  falseness,  and  charging 
popish  things,  and  independency,  huddled  together, 
nis  whole  book  is  employed. 

Set  forth  at  large  toe  necessity  of  union  in  religion, 
and  the  disadvantage  of  the  contrary,  and  answer  the 
contrary  in  Holland,  where  they  have  no  religion,  and 
are  the  worst  constituted  government  in  the  world  to 
last  It  is  ignorance  of  causes  and  appearances  which 
makes  shallow  people  judge  so  much  to  their  advan* 
tage.  They  are  governed  by  the  administration  and 
almost  legislature  of  Holland,  through  advantage  of 
property,  nor  are  thev  fit  to  be  set  in  balance  with  a 
noble  kingdom,  &c.,  like  a  man  that  gets  a  hundred 
pounds  a-year  by  hard  labour,  and  one  that  has  it  in  laud. 

Page  280.  *'  It  may  be  worth  inquiring  whether  the 
difference  between  the  several  sects  in  England,'*  &c. 
A  noble  notion  started,  that  union  in  the  church  must 
enslave  the  kingdom :  reflect  on  it  This  man  has 
somewhere  heard  that  it  is  a  point  of  wit  to  advance 
paradoxes,  and  the  bolder  the  better.  But  the  wit  lies 
in  maintaining  them,  which  he  neglects,  and  forms 
imaginary  conclusions  from  them  as  if  they  were  true 
and  uncontested. 

He  adds,  '*  That  in  the  best  constituted  church  the 
greatest  good  which  can  be  expected  of  the  ecclesiastica 
is  from  their  divisions.**  This  is  a  maxim  deduced 
from  a  gradation  of  false  suppositions.  If  a  man 
should  turn  the  tables,  and  argue  thatall  the  debauchery, 
atheism,  licentiousness,  ftc,  of  the  times,  were  owins 
to  the  poverty  of  the  clergy,  &e.,  what  would  he  say  T 
There  nave  been  more  wars  of  religion  since  the  ruin  of 
the  clergy  than  before  in  England.  AH  the  civil  wars 
before  were  from  other  causes. 

Page  283.  "  Prayers  are  made  in  the  loyal  univer- 
sity of  Oxford  to  continue  the  throne  free  from  the 
contagion  of  schism.  See  Mather's  sermon  on  the  29th 
of  May,  1705."  Thus  he  ridicules  the  university, 
while  he  is  eating  their  bread.'  The  whole  university 
comes  with  tbe  most  loyal  addresses,  yet  that  goes  for 
nothing.  If  one  indiscreet  roan  drops  an  indiscreet 
word,  all  must  answer  for  it. 

Page  286.  "  By  allowing  all  who  hold  no  opinions 
prejudicial  to  the  state,  and  contribute  equally  with 
their  fellow-subjects  to  its  support  equal  privileges  in 
it'*  But  who  denies  that  of  the  dissenters?  The 
Calvinist  scheme  one  would  not  think  proper  fur 
monarchy.  Therefore  they  fall  in  with  the  Scotch, 
Geneva,  and  Holland;  and  when  they  had  strength 
•  Tindal  wu  fellow  of  All  Soult'  College. 
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b«re,  they  puUed  down  the  moxuurchy.  Bat  I  will  tell 
an  opinion  they  hold  prejudicial  to  the  atate  in  his 
opinion  ;  and  that  it,  that  they  are  againtt  toleration, 
or  which  if  I  do  not  show  him  ten  times  more  instances 
from  their  greatest  writers  than  he  can  do  of  passiTe 
obedience  among  the  clergy,  I  have  done. 

'*  Does  not  justice  demand  that  they  who  alike  con- 
tribute to  the  burden  should  alike  receive  the  advan- 
tage t**  Here  is  another  of  his  maxims  closely  put 
without  considering  what  exceptions  may  be  made. 
The  papists  have  contributed  doubly  (being  so  taxed), 
therefore,  by  this  rule,  they  ou^t  to  have  double 
advantage.  Protection  in  property,  leave  to  trade  and 
purchase,  &c.,  are  enough  for  a  government  to  give. 
Employments  in  a  state  are  a  reward  for  those  who 
entirely  agree  with  it,  &c.  For  example,  a  man  who 
upon  all  occasions  declared  his  opinion  of  a  common- 
wealth to  be  preferable  to  a  monarchy  would  not  be  a 
fit  man  to  have  employments;  let  him  enjoy  his 
opinion,  but  not  be  in  a  capacity  of  reducing  it  to 
practice,  &c 

P^  287.  **  There  can  be  no  alteration  in  the  esta- 
blished mode  of  church  discipline,  which  is  not  made 
in  a  legal  wav.'*  Oh!  but  tnere  are  several  methods 
to  compass  this  legal  way,  by  cunning,  faction,  indus- 
try. The  common  people  he  knows  may  be  wrought 
upon  by  priests ;  these  may  influence  the  fiiction,  and 
so  compass  a  very  pernicious  law,  and  in  a  legal  way 
ruin  the  state ;  as  king  Charles  I.  began  to  be  ruined 
in  a  legal  way  by  passing  bills,  &c. 

Page  288.  '*As  everything  is  persecution  which 
puts  a  man  in  a  worse  condition  than  his  neighbours." 
It  is  hard  to  think  sometimes  whether  this  man  is  hired 
to  write  for  or  against  dissenters  and  the  sects.  This 
is  their  opinion,  although  they  will  not  own  it  so 
roundly.  Let  this  be  brought  to  practice:  make  a 
quaker  lord-chancellor  who  thinks  paying  tithes  un- 
lawful ;  and  bring  other  instances  to  show  that 
several  employments  affect  the  church. 

Ibid.  *' Great  advanti^es  which  both  church  and 
state  have  got  by  tiie  kindness  already  shown  to  dis- 
senters." Let  them  then  be  thankful  for  that.  We 
humour  children  for  their  good  sometimes,  but  too 
much  may  hurt.  Observe  that  this  64th  paragraph 
just  contradicts  the  former.  For,  if  we  have  advan- 
tage by  kindness  shown  dissenters,  then  there  is  no 
necessity  of  banishment  or  death. 

Page  290.  **  Christ  never  designed  the  holy  sacra- 
ment should  be  prostituted  to  serve  a  party.  And  that 
people  should  be  bribed  by  a  place  to  receive  un- 
worthily." Why,  the  business  is,  to  be  sure,  that  those 
who  are  employed  are  of  the  national  church ;  and  the 
way  to  know  it  u  by  receiving  the  sacrament,  which 
all  men  ought  to  do  in  their  own  church,  and  if  not, 
are  hardly  fit  for  an  office;  and  if  they  have  those 
moral  quuiflcations  he  mentions  joined  to  religion,  no 
fear  of  receiving  unworthily.  And  for  this  there  might 
he  a  remedy :  to  take  an  oath  that  they  are  of  ike  same 
jirinciples,  &c.,  for  that  is  the  end  or  receiving ;  and 
that  it  might  be  no  bribe,  the  bill  against  occasional 
conformity  would  prevent  entirely. 

Ibid.  *'  Preferring  men  not  for  their  capacity,  but 
their  seal  to  the  church."  The  misfortune  is,  ^at  if 
we  prefer  dissenters  to  great  posts  thev  will  have  an  in- 
clination to  make  themselves  the  national  church,  and 
so  there  will  be  perpetual  struggling ;  which  case  may 
be  dangerous  to  the  state.  For  men  are  naturally  wish- 
ing to  get  over  others  to  tiieir  own  opinion :  witness 
this  writer,  who  has  published  as  singular  and  absurd 
notions  as  possible,  yet  has  a  nighty  seal  to  bring  us 
over  to  them,  &c. 

Page  292.  Here  are  two  pages  of  scurrilous  faction, 
with  a  deal  of  reflections  on  great  penons.  Under  the 
notion  of  high-churchmen  he  runs  down  all  uniformity 
and  church  government.     Here  is  the  whole  lower 


bouse  of  convocation,  which  represents  the  body  of  tW 
clergy,  and  both  nntvenities,  treated  with  radenes 
by  an  obscur^  corrupt  member,  while  be  ii  eating  tltrii 
bread. 

Page  294.  « The  reason  why  the  middle  lort  <il 
people  retain  so  much  of  their  ancient  virtue,  Ac,  ii 
because  no  such  pernicious  notions  are  the  ingrMiieab 
of  their  education;  which  it  is  a  sign  are  iiifioitflj 
absurd  when  so  many  of  the  gentry  and  nobility  nn, 
notwithstanding  their  prepossession,  get  clear  of  tbna.* 
Now  the  very  same  argument  lies  against  religino, 
moralitv,  honour,  and  honesty ;  which  are,  it  iran. 
but  prejudices  of  education,  and  too  many  get  cleu  of 
them.  The  middle  sort  of  people  have  other  tliiuii  to 
mind  than  the  factions  of  the  age.  He  always  wipii 
many  causes,  and  sometimes  with  reasou,  since  he  mka 
imaginary  effects.  He  quarrels  at  power  being  Iod|«d 
in  the  clergy :  when  there  is  no  reasonable  Protsitiiit, 
clergy  or  laity,  who  will  not  readily  own  the  ioon' 
veniences  by  too  great  power  and  wealth  in  any  one  hoAx 
of  men,  ecclesiastics  or  seculars :  but  on  that  soeoant 
to  weed  up  the  wheat  with  the  tares ;  to  bsniib  lii 
religion  because  it  is  capable  of  being  oomipted;  to 
give  unbounded  licence  to  all  sects,  &c.— And  if 
heresies  had  not  been  used  with  some  violence  in  tbe 
primitive  age,  we  should  have  had,  instead  of  trw 
religion,  the  most  corrupt  one  in  the  world. 

Page  316.  «  The  Dutch,  and  the  test  of  ow  Piv 
b^terian  allies,  ftc."  The  Dutch  will  hardly  duaL 
him  for  this  appellation.  The  fVench  Hugueood  uA 
Geneva  Protestants  themselves,  and  c^eis,  bre 
lamented  the  want  of  episcopacy  and  approved  oon,  kt 
In  this  and  the  next  paragraph  the  author  intnxioon 
the  arguments  he  formerly  used  when  he  tuned  IHpirt 
in  King  James's  time :  and,  loath  to  lose  them,  be  gif  <> 
them  a  new  turn ;  and  they  are  the  stroogeit  m  hii 
book,  at  least  have  most  artifice. 

Page  383.  « 'Tis  nlain  all  the  power  the  bufacfi 
have  is  derived  iVom  tne  people,**  &c  In  geoenl  (be 
distinction  lies  here.  The  permissive  power  of  ex«rc»- 
ing' jurisdiction  lies  in  the  people^  or  legislature, « 
admmistrator  of  a  kingdom ;  out  not  of  making  him  ■ 
bishop :  as  a  physician  that  commences  abroad  mij  ^ 
suffeied  to  practise  in  London,  or  tw  hindered;  tut 
they  have  not  the  power  of  creating  him  a  doctor,  vbid) 
is  peculiar  to  a  university.  This  is  some  alluiion ;  but 
the  thing  is  plain,  as  it  seems  to  me,  and  wants  no  iob> 
terfuge,  &c 

Piage  338.  "A  joumevman  bishop  to  ordsio  i^ 
him."  Does  any  man  think  that  writing  at  tbii  rttf 
does  the  author^s  cause  any  service  f  is  it  his  wit  a  bit 
spleen  that  he  cannot  govern  f 

Page  364.  **  Can  any  have  a  right  to  an  ofHce  vhb* 
out  having  a  right  to  do  those  things  in  which  the  office 
consists)"  I  answer,  the' ordination  is  valid.  But  a 
man  may  prudentially  forbid  to  do  some  thing*  •  **« 
clet^vman  may  marry  without  licence  or  bamu ;  dw 
marriage  is  go<xi,  yet  he  is  punishable  for  it 

Page  368.  **  A  choice  made  bv  persons  who  b«^, 
no  right  to  choose  is  an  error  of  the  flrst  conoocti«< 
That  battered  simile  again  !  this  is  hard.    I  widh  pfar* 
sicians  had  kept  that  a  secret,  it  lies  so  ready  for  i""' 
to  be  witty  with. 

Page  370.  '*  If  prescription  can  make  mere  nnllitin 
to  become  good  and  valid,  the  laity  may  be  capable 
of  all  manner  of  ecclesiastical  power,"  &c.  There  it  a 
difference;  for  here  the  same  way  is  kept,  alOwug" 
there  might  be  breaches ;  but  it  is  quite  othcrvi^  " 
you  alter  the  whole  method  from  what  it  was  at  firtf. 
We  see  bishops :  there  always  were  bishops:  it  ii  tv 
old  wav  still.  So  a  family  is  still  held  the  am^ 
although  we  are  not  sure  of  the  purity  of  every  one  J 
the  race. 

Page  380.  <*It  is  sud  that  every  nation  is  M  * 
complete  body  politic  within  itself  aa  to  eedenaiticsk 
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Bot  ibb  vhole  ehureb,  lay  they,  oompiMet  lach  a  body, 
and  Chik  if  Hm  bead  of  it.    But  GbriH^f  beadihip 
maka  ChriftiaxM  no  more  one  body  politic  witb  rapeet 
to  wdeiiaideab  tban  to  civils."     Here  we  muat  soow 
the  nana  tad  neoeinty  of  tbe  charcb  being  a  ooipo- 
tdtiun  all  orer  tbe  world :  to  avoid  berceiei,  and  pe- 
«rre  fondmoitkla,  and  binder  tiie  corrupting  of  Sorip- 
tare,  &£.    Bat  tbara  are  no  lucb  neeevitics  in  govern- 
omit  to  be  die  mmt  eTeiywbere,  &c.    It  it  sometbing 
like  tbe  eoUegtt  in  a  univenity ;  tbey  are  all  independ- 
ent, yet  joined  are  one  body.    So  a  genoal  conncil  eon- 
•iitetiK^iBiDy  penons  independent  of  one  anotber,  ftc. 

Hoverer,  there  ia  each  a  thing  as  jta  gentium^  &c. 
Aod  he  that  it  doctor  of  pbyaie  or  law  is  so  in  any 
Qurenity  of  Europe,  like  tbe  RetptASca  Litermia, 
Nor  to  me  does  there  seem  anything  contradicting  or 
iB|toper  in  this  notion  of  tbe  Catholic  chiirch ;  and  for 
vnt  of  loeh  a  communion  religion  is  so  mucb  cor- 
"H**<li  »wi  would  be  more  if  tbere  were  not  more 
cnBttviiflii  in  this  tban  in  civils.  It  is  of  no  import 
to  mukiad  bow  nations  are  goremed ;  but  tbe  pre- 
•"«f  the  inrity  of  religion  is  best  held  up  by  en- 
d^vuuring  tD  makft  it  one  body  oter  the  world, 
'^(ncthiog  like  as  there  is  in  trade.  So  to  be  able  to 
nmrnunicite  with  all  Christians  we  come  among  is  at 
bait  to  be  wished  and  aimed  at  as  much  as  we  can. 

ftge  384.  *«  In  a  word,  if  the  bishops  are  not  su- 
P'ln^r  &C.  Here  he  reassumes  bis  arguments  for 
popfTT,  that  there  cannot  be  a  body  politic  of  the 
church  through  the  whole  world  without  a  visible  bead 
^  ba?e  recourse  to.  These  were  formerly  writ  to  ad- 
Tante  popery,  and  now  to  put  an  absurdity  upon  the 
Jypotb«is  of  a  Catholic  church.  As  they  say  in 
wlind,  in  king  James*s  time  they  built  mass-houses 
vhich  we  make  very  good  bams  of. 

1^  388.  «  Bishopa  are  under  a  premunire  obliged 
to  continn  and  consecrate  the  person  named  in  the 
«^^  'rf'«5firf,"  This  perhaps  is  complained  of.  He  is 
jwmitted  to  do  it.  We  allow  the  legislature  may 
hioder  if  they  please ;  as  tbey  may  turn  out  Christianity 
if  they  think  fit.         *  ^       '  ^ 

^^t  389.  "  It  u  the  magistrate  who  empowers  them 
^^  ^  nore  for  odier  bishops  tban  they  can  for  them- 
'^jfn,  aace  they  cannot  appoint  their  own  successors." 
itt  they  could  if  the  magistrate  would  let  them.  Here 
u  an  (odleH  splutter  and  a  parcel  of  perplexed  distinc- 
^v*  upon  no  occasion.  All  that  the  clergy  pretend 
'(  u  t  right  of  qualifying  men  for  the  ministry,  some- 
^•st'9  like  what  a  university  doth  with  degrees.  This 
f-?eer  tbey  claim  from  God,  and  that  the  civil  power 
<^uiiot  do  it  as  pleasing  to  God  without  them ;  but 
tWy  mty  cbooee  whether  thev  will  suffer  it  or  not.  A^ 
f^upoo  cannot  be  crammed  down  a  nation*8  throat 
H»inA  their  will ;  but  when  they  receive  a  religion,  it 
•<  (opposed  tiiey  receive  it  as  their  converters  give  it ; 
U'<i  upon  that  fSoot  they  cannot  justly  mingle  their  own 
Bietbods  that  contradict  that  religion,  ftc. 

fage  390.  <*  With  us  the  bishops  act  only  minis- 
^^ly  and  by  virtue  of  tbe  regal  commission,  by 
vhicb  the  nince  firmly  enjoins  and  commands  them 
^'  proceed  m  choosing,  coimnning,  and  consecrating, 
^'^  Suppose  we  held  it  unlawful  to  do  so  :  how  can 
««  help  lit  But  docs  that  make  it  rightful  if  it  be 
'^toi  Suppose  the  author  lived  in  a  headien  country, 
*W  a  Uw  would  be  made  to  call  Christianity  iilola- 
trjQt;  would  that  be  a  topic  for  him  to  prove  it  so 
^7>  kef  And  why  do  tbe  clergy  incur  a  premunire  t 
to  fr^htei  tbemt  Because  £e  law  understandeth 
^  if  tbey  refun  tbe  chosen  cannot  be  a  bishop, 
llot.  if  tbe  clergy  bad  an  order  to  do  it  otherwise 
tban  they  have  prescribed,  tbey  ought  and  would  incur 
»  bundled  radier. 

Page  40%.  «« I  believe  the  Catholic  church,"  &c. 
Here  he  ridicules  tbe  ApotUet*  Creed.    Anotber  part 
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of  his  scheme.  By  what  be  aays  in  these  pages  it  is 
certain  his  design  is  either  to  run  down  Christianity  or 
set  up  pop^ ;  the  latter  it  is  more  charitable  to  think, 
and  from  his  past  life,  highly  probable. 

Page  405.  <<  That  which  gave  the  papists  so  great 
advantage  was,  clergymen's  taking  so  very  inconsistent 
witb  themselves,"  &c.  State  the  difference  here  be- 
tween our  lepaiation  from  Rome  and  the  dissenters 
from  us,  and  ahow  the  falsoiess  of  what  he  sayt.  I 
wish  he  would  tell  us  what  be  leaves  for  a  clergyman 
to  do,  if  he  may  not  instruct  ^e  people  in  religion, 
and  if  they  should  not  receive  his  instructions. 

Page  411.  <<  The  restraint  of  the  press  a  badge  of 
popery."  Why  is  that  a  badge  of  popery  f  why  not 
restrain  tbe  press  to  those  who  would  confound  religion 
as  in  civil  matters?  But  this  toucheth  himself.  He 
would  starve  perhaps,  ftc  Let  him  get  some  honester 
livelihood  then.  It  is  plain  all  his  arguments  against 
constraint,  ftc.,  favour  the  papists  as  much  as  dissent- 
ers ;  for  both  have  opinions  mat  may  affect  the  peace 
of  the  state. 

Page  413.  <<  Since  this  discourse,^  ftc.  And  must 
we  have  another  volume  on  tiiis  one  subject  of  inde- 
pendency^f  or  is  it  to  fright  us  t  I  am  not  of  Dr.  Hi<^es*a 
mind,  QirV/  neniie.  I  pity  tbe  readers  and  tbe  clergy 
that  must  answer  it,  be  it  ever  so  insipid.  Reflect 
on  this  sarcastic  conclusion,  ftc. 
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"  I  came  home  at  lOTen.  and  began  a  little  whim  which  juat 
came  into  my  head  and  will  make  a  threepenny  pamphlet.  It 
shall  be  flniahtMl  in  a  week ;  and  if  it  aueceeds.  you  thall  know 
what  it  is;  otherwise  n6L*'-^mtnal  to  J^tW/a,  Jan.  16. 1719-13. 

**  I  waa  to-day  wiUi  my  printer,  to  give  him  a  little  pamphlet 
I  have  written;  bat  not  politicks.  It  will  be  out  by  Monday.'* 
—Ibid.  Jan.  21. 

*'  I  hear  there  ii  now  in  the  press,  '  An  Abatract  of  Mr.  Col- 
lina'a  Diaoonne  on  Frecthinkintf.'  Whether  it  be  written  by  an 
enemy  or'a.fKend.  my  author  does  not  auy ;  but  in  either  caae. 
if  the  writev  stripi  that  adventuroui  piece  of  its  diaypiise,  and 
leaves  it  naked  and  exjKMed  in  taXi  light,  he  wiU  amply  deaerve 
a'  peroaal,  and  cannot  fail  of  being  uaefttl  or  entertaining."^ 
Sjnmmer.  Jan.  88. 

'*  My  little  pamphlet  iaoot;  it  it  not  politicks."— ^/wnuii 
to  Stella]  Jan.  85. 

"  Thia  diaooorv  is  a  striking  specimen  of  tlie  dean's  well- 
known  talent  for  irony ;  which,  as  he  somewhere  «ays. 

*'  He  was  bom  to  introduce. 
'JTo  fashion  brought,  and  taught  its  use.'* 

"  It  must  be  owned,  however,  that  this  species  of  rhetorical 
figure  is  too  refined,  at  least  in  the  present  instance,  to  be 
adapted  to  the  apprehension  and  discernment  of  the  poor,  for 
whom  it  is  pnfeuodly  intended ;  bat  perhaps  that  profession 
was  Ironical  too. 

Arthur  Collins,  eao..  publishrd  in  1713  his  memorable  "  Dis- 
course of  FreethinkinR.  occasioned  bv  the  rise  and  growth  of  a 
sect  called  Freethinkers.'*  This  made  a  great  noise :  and  waa 
attacked  among  otliers  by  Mr.  Hoadly.  and  by  Dr.  Bentley 
under  die  name  of  PhiMenthenu  Liptitntit;  and  was  at  the 
same  time  expoaed  by  the  admirable  ironv  of  Dr.  Swift.— Whilst 
all  parties  exerted  their  seal  against  it  in  England,  the  author 
went  abroad ;  and  waa  treated  with  great  civiltty  by  all  aorta  of 
people,  priests.  Jesuits,  Calviniata.  Armlniana,  be.  He  went 
fiom  HoUand  to  Flanders,  with  a  design  of  visiting  France  and 
Italy ;  but  was  recalled  by  the  sadden  death  of  a  near  relation. 
In  1715.  he  published  "  A  nhilosophical  Enquiry  oonceming 
Human  Liberty ;"  and  retired  that  year  into  Essex,  for  which 
county  he  was  chosen  treasum  in  1718.  an  ofiioe  in  which  his 
strict  integrity  gained  him  much  reputation.  In  1784.  he  pub- 
lished "  A  Disoourse  of  tbe  Orounds  and  Reasons  of  the  Christian 
Fsithi**  which  produced  a  number  of  answers;  as  did  hia 
"  Scheme  of  Literal  Prophecy."  which  appeared  in  1787.  After 
having  been  some  years  in  a  declining  state  of  health,  and 
severely  ailicted  with  the  stone,  he  died  Dec.  IS.  1789. 

Mr.  CblUos  called  his  diaooaiie  "  A  Letter  to  •  *  *.  esq.'*  N. 
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ABSTRACT  OF  MR.  COLUNSS  DISCOURSE. 


INTRODUCTION. 


OuB  party  having  failed  by  all  their  political  argu- 
ments to  re-establish  their  power,  the  wise  leaders  have 
determined  that  the  last  and  principal  remedy  should 
be  made  use  of  for^  opebing  the  eyes  of  this  blinded 
natiou ;  and  that  a  short  but  perfect  system  of  their 
divinity  sliould  be  published,  to  which  we  are  all  of  us 
ready  to  subscribe,  and  which  we  lay  down  as  a  model, 
bearing  a  .close  analogy  to  our  schemes  in  religion. 
Crafty,  designing  men,  that  they  might  keep  the  world 
in  awe,  have,  in  their  several  forms  of  goveroment, 
placed  a  Supreme  Power  on  earth  to  keen  human  kind 
in  fear  of  being  hanged,  and  a  Supreme  Power  in  hea- 
ven for  fear  of  being  danmed.  In  order  to  cure  men's 
apprehensions  of  the  former,  several  of  our  learned 
members  have  written  many  profound  treatises  on  an- 
archy ;  but  a  brief  complete  body  of  atheology  seemed 
yet  wanting  till  this  irrefragable  discourse  appeared. 
However,  it  so  happens  that  our  ablest  brethren,  in 
their  elaborate  disquisitions  upon  this  subject,  have 
written  with  so  mucu  caution  that  ig^rant  unbelievers 
have  edified  very  little  by  them.  I  grant  that  those 
daring  spirits  who  first  adventured  to  write  against 
the  direct  rules  of  the  gospel,  the  current  of  antiquity, 
the  religion  of  the  magistrate,  and  the  laws  of  the  land, 
had  some  measures  to  keep;  and  particularly  where 
they  railed  at  religion,  were  in  the  right  to  use  little 
artful  disguises,  by  which  a  jury  could  only  find  them 
guilty  of  abusing  heathenism  or  popery.  But  the 
mystery  is  now  revealed,  that  then  is  no  such  thing  as 
mysteiy  or  revelation ;  and  though  our  friends  are  out 
of  place  and  power,  yet  we  may  have  so  much  confi- 
dence in  ihe  present  ministry  to  be  secuxe  that  those 
who  suffer  so  many  free  speeches  against  their  sove- 
reign and  themselves  to  pan  unpunished  will  never 
resent  our  expressing  the  freest  thoughts  against  their 
religion ;  but  think  with  Tiberius,  that,  if  there  be  a 
God^  be  is  able  enough  to  revenge  any  injuries  done  to 
himself,  without  expecting  the  civil  power  to  interpose. 
By  these  reflections  I  was  brought  to  tliink  that  the 
most  ingenious  author  of  the  Discourse  uponFreethiuk- 
ing,  in  a  letter  to  Somebody,  esq.,  although  he  has 
used  less  reserve  than  any  of  his  predecessors,  might 
yet  have  been  more  free  and  open.  I  considered  that 
several  well-willers  to  infidelity  might  be  discouraged 
by  a  show  of  logic  and  a  multiplicity  of  quotations 
scattered  through  his  book,  which  to  understandings  of 
that  size  might  carry  an  appearance  of  something  like 
book-learning,  and  consequently  fright  them  from  read- 
ing for  their  improvement.  I  could  see  no  reason  whv 
these  great  discoveries  should  be  hid  from  our  youth 
of  quality  who  frequent  White  s  and  Toms;  why  they 
should  not  be  adapted  to  the  capacities  of  the  Kitcat 
and  Hanover  clubs,  who  might  then  be  able  to  read 
lectures  on  them  to  their  several  toasts :  and  it  will  be 
allowed  on  all  hands  that  nothing  can  sooner  help  to 
restore  our  abdicated  cause  than  a  firm  universal  belief 
of  the  principles  laid  down  by  this  sublime  author :  for 
I  am  sensible  that  nothing  would  more  contribute  to 
'^  the  continuance  of  the  war  "  and  the  restoration  of  the 
late  ministry  than  to  have  the  doctrines  delivered  in 
this  treatise  well  infused  into  the  |)6ople.  I  have  there- 
fore compiled  them  into  the  following  abstract,  wherein 
I  have  adhered  to  the  very  words  of  our  author, 
only  adding  some  few  explanations  of  my  own  where 
the  terms  happen  to  be  too  learned,  and  consequently  a 
little  beyond  the  comprehension  of  those  for  whom  the 
work  was  principally  intended — ^I  mean  the  nobility 
and  gentry  of  our  party :  after  which  I  hope  it  will  be 
impossible  for  the  malice  of  a  Jacobite,  high-flying, 
priest-ridden  faction  to  misrepresent  us.  The  few  ad- 
ditions I  have  made  are  for  no  other  use  than  to  help 
the  transitioo,  which  could  not  otherwise  be  kept  in  an 


abstract :  but  I  have  not  presumed  to  advance  anything 
of  my  own ;  which,  besides,  would  be  needleas  to  au 
author  who  has  so  fully  handled  and  demonstrated 
every  particular.  I  shall  only  add  that,  though  thic 
writer,  when  he  speaks  of  priests,  desires  chiefly  to  be  un- 
derstood to  mean  the  English  dergyi  yet  be  iucludci 
all  priests  whatsoever,  except  the  ancient  and  modem 
heatlieus,  the  Turks,  Quakers,  and  Socinians. 


THE  LETTER. 

Sir,  I  send  you  this  apology  for  freethinking  without 
the  least  hopes  of  doing  good,  but  purely  to  comply 
with  your  request ;  for  those  truths  which  nobody  on 
deny  will  do  no  good  to  those  who  deny  them.  TU 
clergy  who  are  so  impudent  to  teach  the  people  the 
doctrines  of  faith,  are  all  either  cunning  knavei  or 
mad  fools ;  for  none  but  artificial,  designing  men,  and 
crack-brained  enthusiasts,  presume  to  be  guides  to  otbm 
in  matters  of  speculation,  which  all  the  doctriuei  of 
Christianity  are;  and  whoever  has  a  mind  to  letm 
the  Christian  religion  naturally,  chooses  such  koara 
and  fools  to  teach  them.  Now  the  Bible,  which 
contains  the  precepts  of  the  priests'  religion,  is  tiie 
most  difficult  book  in  the  world  to  be  understood :  it 
requires  a  thorough  knowledge  in  natural,  civil,  eocfe- 
siastical  history,  law,  husbandry,  sailing,  physic,  pbtr- 
macy,  mathematics,  metaphysics,  ethics,  aiad  Cfery* 
thing  else  that  can  be  named :  and  everybody  who 
believes  it  ought  to  miderstand  it,  and  must  do  lo  b? 
force  of  his  own  freethinking  without  any  guide  ^ 
instructor. 

How  can  a  man  think  at  all  if  he  does  not  think 
freely  f  A  noan  who  does  not  cat  and  drink  fieely,  doa 
not  eat  and  drink  at  all.  Why  may  not  I  he  deniol 
the  liberty  of  freeseeiuig  as  well  as  freethinking  f  Vet 
nobody  pretends  that  the  first  is  unlawful,  for  s  cat 
may  look  on  a  king;  though  you  be  nearsighted,  v 
have  weak  or  sore  eyes,  or  are  blind,  you  may  be  a 
freeseer ;  you  ought  to  see  for  yourself,  and  not  trurt 
to  a  guide  to  choose  the  colour  of  your  stockings  or 
save  you  from  falling  into  a  ditch. 

In  like  manner,  there  ought  to  be  no  restraint  at  all 
on  thinking  freely  upon  any  proposition,  however  im- 
pious or  absurd.  There  is  not  the  least  hurt  in  the 
wickedest  thoughts,  provided  they  be  free ;  nor  in  tell 
iug  those  thoughte  to  everybody,  and  endeavouring  to 
convince  the  world  of  them ;  for  all  this  is  included 
in  the  doctrine  of  freethinking,  as  I  shall  plainly  shov 
you  in  what  follows ;  and  therefore  you  are  all  sl(Uig 
to  understand  the  word  freethinking  in  this  sense. 

If  you  are  apt  to  be  afraid  of  the  devil,  think  Mj 
of  him  and  you  destroy  him  and  his  kingdom.  Free* 
thinking  has  done  him  more  mischief  than  all  tiie 
clergy  in  the  world  ever  could  do :  they  believe  in  the 
devil,  they  have  an  interest  in  him,  and  therefore  ve 
the  great  supports  of  his  kingdom.  The  devil  wss  in 
the  states-general  before  they  began  to  be  freethiukm ; 
for  England  and  Holland  were  formerly  the  Christiso 
territories  of  the  devil.  I  told  you  how  he  left  Hal* 
land  ;  and  freethinking  and  the  Revolution  baoi^ed 
him  from  England  ;  I  defy  all  the  clergy  to  Aov  roe 
when  they  ever  had  such  success  against  him.  Mv 
meaning  is,  that  to  think  freely  of  the  devil  is  to  thiuk 
there  is  no  devil  at  all ;  and  he  that  tliinks  so,  die  devil 
is  in  him  if  he  be  afraid  of  the  devil. 

But  within  these  two  or  three  years  the  devil  h» 
oome  into  England  again ;  and  Dr.  Sacheverell  ba« 
given  him  commission  to  appear  in  tlie  shape  of  a  cat, 
and  carry  old  women  about  upon  broomsticks :  ozmI 
the  devil  has  now  so  many  "ministers  ordained  to  hii 
service,'^  that  they  have  rendered  freethinking  odious 
and  nothii^g  but  the  second  coming  of  Christ  can  re- 
store it 
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TW nioti  tell  me  I  am  to  believe  the  Bible;  but 

fictthiokiiy  telli  me  othenriae  in  many  'particulan. 

ntftUeMyithe  Jewi  were  a  nation  favoured  by 

(rod;  hut  I,  vho  am  a  freethinker, lay  that  cannot  be, 

heaam  tbe  Jcvt  lived  in  a  oonier  of  the  earth,  and 

fiBclbinkiof  makee  it  elear  that  thoee  who  live  in 

cornm  etnnot  be  favourite*  of  God.     The  New  Testa- 

Bieot  all  along  aiMrte  the  truth  of  Cfariftianity,  but 

freethiokiiig  denies  it ;  because  Chrirtianiiy  was  com- 

mmiiosted  bot  to  a  few,  and  whatever  is  communicated 

but  to  a  few  cannot  be  true ;  for  that  ia  like  whisper- 

ioif,  tad  the  proverb  says  <*  that  there  is  no  whispering 

wiriaoat  lying/* 

Hoe  U  a  society  in  London  for  propagating  free- 
thinking  throughout  the  world,  encouraged  and  sup- 
ported by  tbe  queen  and  many  others.  You  my,  per- 
n^  it  is  for  propagatiiig  the  gospeL  Do  you  think 
^  mtmooaries  we  send  will  tell  the  heathens  that  they 
srail  Qsttfaiak  freely?  No,  surely;  why  then,  it  is 
vasaim  those  misabnaries  must  be  fieediinkers  and 
nuke  the  heathens  so  too.  But  why  should  not  the 
kiof  of  .^am,  whose  religion  is  heathenism  and  idolatry, 
tatdwm  parcel  of  Us  priests  to  convert  us  to  his 
chnith,  as  well  aa  we  aend  missionaries  there  f  Both 
projecli  are  exactly  of  a  piece  and  equally  reasonaUe ; 
udtf  those  heathen  priests  were  here,  it  would  be  our 
dutr  to  hearken  to  them,  and  think  freely  whether  they 
Btjr  ooC  be  in  tbe  right  rather  than  we.  I  heartily 
viih  a  detachment  of  auch  divinea  as  Dr.  Atterbury, 
Dr.  Smallridge,  Dr.  Swift,  Dr.  Sachevevell,  and  some 
ot^ten^  were  sent  every  year  to  tbe  farthest  nart  of  the 
Ivathen  world,  and  that  we  bad  a  cargo  of  their  priests 
n  retom  who  would  apread  frecthinking  among  ua. 
Tben  the  war  would  go  on,  the  late  ministry  be  re* 
*toml  and  taction  ceaae ;  which  our  priests  inflame  by 
kvangoing  upon  teste,  and  ialsely  ciul  that  "  preach- 
n«d»goiiE>eL** 

I  have  another  project  in  my  head,  which  ought  to 
Iw  put  in  execution  in  order  to  make  us  ireethiukers. 
It  i«  a  gxeat  hardship  and  injustice  that  our  priests 
^Bwtnot  be  disturbed  while  they  are  pating  in  their 
polfit  For  example :  why  sliould  not  William  Penn 
the  Mier,  or  any  Anabaptist,  PafHst,  Muggletonion, 
^t  «iveet«nger,  have  liberty  to  come  into  St.  PauVs 
ckorcii  ia  the  midst  of  divine  service,  and  endeavour 
^  coBTctt  first  the  aldermen,  then  the  preacher  and 
inviiig'incnf  or  pray,  why  might  not  poor  Mr. 
^«too,  who  denies  tbe  mvinity  of  Christ,  be  al- 
^«i  to  come  into  the  lower  house  of  convocation 
•H  coQfert  the  clergy?  But,  alas!  we  are  overrun 
vtth  Mch  false  notions,  that  if  Penn  or  Whiston 
ihoaM  do  their  duty,  they  would  be  reckoned  fanatics 
^  diAirberaof  the  holy  synod ;  although  they  have 
u  food  a  title  to  it  as  St  Paul  had  to  go  into  the 
iT^H^gocs  of  the  Jews ;  and  their  authority  is  full  as 
^^ueaihis. 

Christ  himself  commands  us  to  be  ireethinkers ;  for 
^  bids  us  search  tbe  Scriptures  and  take  heed  what 
*tid  vhom  we  bear :  by  which  he  plainly  warns  us 
^  to  believe  our  bishops  and  clergy ;  for  Jesus  Christ, 
•hen  he  considered  that  all  tbe  Jewish  and  heathen 
F*^  whose  religion  be  came  to  abolish,  were  his 
Qevici,  rigbtlv  condnded  that  thoee  appointed  by 
^  to  preadk  his  own  gospel  would  probably  be  so 
^;  lad  cenld  not  be  secure  that  any  set  of  priests  of 
*e  faith  be  delivered  would  ever  be  otherwise :  there- 
^'it  u  fblly  demonstrated  that  tbe  clergy  of  the 
<^vth  of  Kogland  are  mortal  enemies  to  Christ,  and 
ourhiBot  to  be  beUeved. 

Bat  without  the  privilege  of  frectbinking,  how  is  it 
pMAbIc  to  know  which  is  tbe  right  Scripture?  Here 
*"«  inrhans  twenty  sorts  of  scriptures  in  the  several 
P"^  rf  TO  worid,  and  every  set  of  jviests  contends 
tb«t  their  seriptun  is  die  true  one.    The  Indian  brar 


nrina  have  a  book  of  acripture  called  the  Shaster ;  the 
Perseea  their  Zundivastaw ;  the  bonzes  in  China  have 
thein,  written  by  the  discinles  of  Fohe,  whom  they 
call  ^*  God  and  Saviour  of  toe  world,  who  was  born  to 
teach  the  way  of  salvation,  and  to  give  satisfaction  for 
all  men  8  sins  :'*  which,  you  see,  is  directly  the  same 
with  what  our  priests  pretend  of  Christ.  And  must  we 
not  think  freely  to  find  out  which  are  in  the  right, 
whether  the  bishops  or  the  bonzes?  But  the  talapoins, 
or  heathen  clergy  of  Siam,  approach  yet  nearer  to  the 
system  of  our  priests ;  they  have  a  book  of  scripture 
written  by  SonunonocodaiBi,  who,  the  Siamese  say. 
was  **  bom  of  a  virgin,"  and  was  "  the  God  expected 
by  the  universe;*'  just  as  our  priests  tell  us  that  Jesus 
Christ  was  bom  of  the  Virgin  Mary,  and  was  the 
Messiah  so  long  expected.  The  Turkish  priests,  or 
dervises,  have  their  scripture  which  they  call  the  Al- 
coran. The  Jews  have  the  Old  Testament  for  their 
scripture,  and  the  Christians  have  both  the  Old  and 
the  New.  Now,  among  all  these  scriptures  there  can- 
not above  one  be  right;  and  how  is  it  possible  to 
know  which  is  that  without  reading  them  all,  and  then 
thinking  freely,  eveiy  one  of  us  for  ourselves,  without 
following  the  advice  or  instruction  of  any  guide,  before 
we  venture  to  choose?  The  parliament  ought  to  be  at 
tbe  charge  of  finding  a  sufficient  number  of  these 
scriptures  for  every  one  of  her  majesty's  subjects;  for 
there  are  twenty  to  one  against  us  that  we  may  be  in 
the  wrong :  but  a  great  deal  of  fi^ethinking  will  at 
last  set  us  all  right,  and  every  one  will  adhere  to  the 
scripture  he  likea  best;  by  which  means,  religion, 
peace,  and  wealth  will  be  for  ever  secuied  in  her 
majesty's  realms. 

And  it  is  the  more  necessary  that  the  good  people  of 
England  should  have  liberty  to  choose  some  other 
scripture,  because  all  Christian  priests  differ  so  much 
about  the  copies  of  theirs,  and  about  the  various  read- 
ings of  the  several  manuscripts,  which  quite  destroys 
the  authority  of  the  Bible ;  for  what  authority  can  a 
book  pretend  to  where  there  are  various  readings? 
And  for  this  reason  it  is  manifest  that  no  man  can 
know  the  opinions  of  Aristotle  or  Plato,  or  believe  the 
facta  related  by  Thucydides  or  livy,  or  be  pleased 
widi  the  poetry  of  Homer  and  Virgil,  all  which  books 
are  utterly  useless  upon  account  of  their  various  read- 
ings.  S(»ne  books  of  Scripture  are  said  to  be  lost,  and 
this  utterly  destroys  the  credit  of  those  that  are  left : 
some  we  reject  which  the  Africans  and  Coptics  re- 
ceive ;  and  why  may  we  not  think  freely  and  reject 
the  rest  ?  Some  think  the  Scriptures  wholly  inspired, 
some  partly,  and  some  not  at  all.  Now  this  is  just  the 
very  case  with  the  bramins,  persees,  bonzes,  talapoins, 
dervises^  rabbis,  and  all  other  prieats,  who  build  their 
religion  upon  books,  as  our  priests  do  upon  their 
Bibles.  They  all  equally  diner  about  the  copies, 
various  readings,  and  inspirations,  of  their  several 
acripturea ;  and  God  knows  which  are  in  the  right : 
fireethiukiug  alone  can  determine  it. 

It  would  be  endless  to  show  in  how  many  particulars 
tbe  priests  of  the  heathen  and  Christian  churches  difler 
about  the  meaning  even  of  those  Scriptures  which  they 
universally  receive  as  sacred.  But  to  avoid  prolixity 
I  shall  confine  myself  to  the  different  opinions  among 
the  priests  of  the  church  of  England ;  and  here  only 
give  you  a  spedmen,  because  even  these  are  too  many 
to  be  enumerated. 

1  have  found  out  a  bishop  (though  indeed  his  opi- 
nions are  condemned  by  all  nis  brethren)  who  allows 
the  scriptures  to  be  so  difficult,  that  God  has  left  them 
rather  as  a  trial  of  our  industry  than  a  repository  of 
our  faith  and  furniture  of  creeds  and  articles  of  belief; 
with  several  other  admirable  schemes  of  freediiuking, 
which  you  may  consult  at  yonr  leisure. 

The  doctrine  of  the  Trinity  ia  the  most  fundamental 
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point  of  the  whole  Christian  religion.  Nothing  is 
more  easy  to  a  freethinker  :  yet  what  different  notions 
of  it  do  tiie  English  priests  pretend  to  deduce  from 
Scripture,  explaining  it  by  "  specific  unities,  eternal 
modes  of  subsistence/'  and  tlie  like  unintelligible 
jargon!  Nay,  it  is  a  question  whether  this  doctrine 
be  fundamental  or  not;  for  though  Dr.  South  and 
bishop  Bull  affirm  it,  yet  bishop  Taylor  and  Dr. 
Walhs  deny  it  And  that  excellent  freeth inking  pre- 
late bishop  Taylor  observes  that  Athanasius^s  example 
was  followed  with  too  much  greediness:  by  which 
means  it  has  happened  that  the  greater  number  of  our 
priests  are  in  that  sentiment,  and  think  it  necessary  to 
believe  the  Trinity  and  incarnation  of  Christ. 

Our  priests  likewise  dispute  several  circumstances 
about  the  resurrection  of  the  dead,  the  nature  of  our 
bodies  after  the  resurrection,  and  in  what  manner  they 
■hall  be  united  to  our  souls.  They  also  attack  one 
another  "  very  weakly,  with  great  vigour,"  about  pre- 
destination. And  it  is  certainly  true  (for  bishop 
Taylor  and  Mr.  Whiston  the  socinian  say  so)  that  all 
churches  in  prosperity  alter  their  doctrines  every  age, 
and  are  neither  satisfied  with  themselves  nor  their  own 
confessions ;  neither  does  any  clergyman  of  sense  be- 
lieve the  thirty-nine  articles. 

Our  priests  differ  about  the  eternity  of  hell  torments. 
The  famous  Dr.  Henry  More,  and  the  most  pious  and 
rational  of  all  priests,  Dr.  Tillotson  (both  freethinkers), 
believe  them  to  be  not  eternal.  They  differ  about 
keeping  the  sabbath,  the  divine  right  of  episcopacy, 
and  the  doctrine  of  original  sin  ;  which  is  the  founda> 
tion  of  the  whole  Christian  religion ;  for,  if  men  are 
not  liable  to  be  damned  for  Adam  s  sin,  the  Christian 
religion  is  an  imposture :  yet  this  is  now  disputed 
among  them ;  so  is  lay  baptism ;  so  was  formerly  the 
lawfulness  of  usury ;  but  now  the  priests  are  common 
stock-jobbers,  attorneys,  and  scriveners.  In  short,  there 
is  no  end  of  disputing  among  priests  :  and  therefore  I 
conclude  that  there  ought  to  be  no  such  thing  in  the 
world  as  priests,  teachers,  or  guides,  for  instructing 
ignorant  ijeople  in  religion,  but  that  every  man  ought 
to  think  freely  for  himself. 

I  will  tell  you  my  meaning  in  all  this.  The  priests 
dispute  every  point  in  the  Christian  religion  as  well  as 
almost  every  text  in  the  Bible ;  and  the  force  of  my 
argument  lies  here,  that,  whatever  point  is  disputed  by 
one  or  two  divines,  however  condemned  by  the  church, 
not  only  that  particular  point,  but  the  whole  article  to 
which  it  relates,  may  lawfully  be  received  or  rejected 
by  any  freethinker.  For  instance,  suppose  More  and 
Tillotson  deny  the  eternity  of  hell  torments,  a  free- 
thinker may  deny  all  future  punishments  whatsoever. 
The  priests  dispute  about  explaining  tlie  Trinity  ; 
therefore  a  freetninker  may  reject  one  or  two,  or  the 
whole  three  persons ;  at  least  he  may  reject  Christi- 
anity, because  the  Trinity  is  the  most  ^ndamental 
doctrine  of  that  religion.  So  I  affirm  original  sin,  and 
that  men  are  now  liable  to  be  damned  for  Adam's  sin, 
to  be  the  foundation  of  the  whole  Christian  religion ; 
but  this  point  was  formerly,  and  is  now,  disjiuted ; 
therefore  a  freetliinker  may  deny  the  whole.  And  I 
cannot  help  giving  you  one  further  direction,  how  I 
insintiate  all  along  that  the  wisest  freethinkiug  priests, 
whom  you  may  distinguish  by  the  epithets  I  bestow 
on  them,  were  those  who  differed  most  from  the  gene- 
rality of  their  brethren. 

But,  besides,  the  conduct  of  our  priests  in  many 
other  points  makes  freethinkiug  unavoidable ;  for  some 
of  them  own  that  tlie  doctrines  of  the  church  are  con- 
tradictory to  one  another,  as  well  as  to  reason ;  which 
I  thus  prove :  Dr.  Sacheverell  says,  in  his  speech  at 
his  trial,  "  That  by  abandoning  passive  obedience  we 
must  render  ourselves  the  most  inconsistent  church  in 
the  world  ;**  ergo,  there  must  have  been  a  great  many 


inconsistencies  and  contradictory  doctrines  in  the  chatcb 
before.  Dr.  South  describes  the  incarnation  of  Cbriit 
as  an  lutonishing  mystery,  impossible  to  be  conceiTwi 
by  man*s  reason ;  wyo,  it  is  contradictory  to  itself  and 
to  reason,  and  ought  to  he  exploded  by  all  frwthiiikm. 

Another  instance  of  the  priests'  conduct  which  mnl- 
tiplies  freethinkers  is  their  acknowledgment  of  abusei, 
defects,  and  false  doctrines  in  the  church ;  particularly 
that  of  eating  black-pudding,  which  is  so  plainly 
forbid  in  the  Old  and  New  Testament,  that  I  wonder 
those  who  in-etend  to  believe  a  syllable  in  either  will 
presume  to  taste  it.  Why  should  I  mention  the  want 
of  discipline  and  of  a  sideboard  at  the  altar,  with 
complaints  of  other  great  abuses  and  defects  made  b? 
some  of  the  priests,  which  no  man  can  think  on  without 
freeihinking,  and  consequently  rejecting  Christianity  \ 

When  I  see  an  honest  freethinkmg  bishop  endea?o«r 
to  destroy  the  power  and  privileges  of  the  church,  awl 
Dr.  Atterbury  angry  with  him  for  it,  and  callinf  it 
**  dirty  work,"  what  can  I  conclude,  by  virtue  of  being 
a  freethinker,  but  that  Christianity  ia  all  a  cheat? 

Mr.  Whiston  has  published  several  tracts  wherrin 
he  absolutely  denies  tne  divinity  of  Christ.  A  bishop 
tells  him,  "  Sir,  in  any  matter  where  you  have  the 
church  s  judgment  against  you,  you  should  be  care- 
ful not  to  break  the  peace  of  the  church  by  writing 
against  it^  though  you  are  sure  you  are  in  the  right. 
Now  my  opinion  is  dire«tly  contrary ;  and  I  alBin 
that,  if  ten  thousand  freethinkers  thought  differently 
from  the  received  doctrine  and  from  each  other,  they 
would  be  all  in  duty  bound  to  publish  their  thouifhtj, 
provided  they  were  all  sure  of  being  in  the  right, 
though  it  broke  the  peace  of  the  church  and  state  ten 
thousand  times. 

And  here  I  must  take  leave  to  tell  you,  althongh 
you  cannot  but  have  perceived  it  from  what  1  havf 
already  said,  and  shall  be  still  more  amply  cflnfinced 
by  what  is  to  follow,  that  freethinkiug  signifies  nothing 
without  freespeaking  and  Ireewriting.  It  is  the  inais- 
peusable  duty  of  a  freethinker  to  endeavour  forchig  all 
the  world  to  think  as  he  does,  and  by  that  means  nuke 
them  freethinkers  too.  You  are  also  to  undentand 
that  I  allow  no  man  to  be  a  freethinker  any  farther 
than  as  he  differs  from  the  received  doctrines  of  r«Hg»<*- 
Where  a  man  falls  in,  though  by  perfect  chance,  wJO 
what  is  generally  believed,  he  is  in  that  point  a  ctfl* 
fined  and  limited  thinker ;  and  you  shall  see  by  and 
by  that  I  celebrate  those  for  the  noblest  freethinker  •» 
every  age  who  differed  from  the  religion  of  their  coun* 
tries  in  the  most  fundamental  points,  and  especially  m 
those  which  bear  any  analogy  to  the  chief  fondanoen- 
tals  of  religion  among  us. 

Another  trick  of  the  priests  is,  to  charge  til  "<'° 
with  atheism  who  have  more  wit  than  theinaeh<»; 
which,  therefore,  I  expect  will  be  my  case  for  writing 
this  discourse.  This  is  what  makes  them  so  implacable 
against  Mr.  Gildon,  Dr.  Tindal,  Mr.  Toknd,  and 
myself;  and  when  they  call  us  wits  atheists,  it  provoke* 
us  to  be  freethinkers. 

Again :  the  priests  cannot  agree  when  their  S<rriphi» 
was  written.  They  differ  about  the  number  of  canoni- 
cal books,  and  the  various  readings.  NoW,  those  lev 
among  us  who  understand  latin  are  careful  to  tell 
this  to  our  disciples,  who  presently  fall  a-freethinkin^t 
that  the  Bihle  is  a  book  not  to  be  depended  upon  m 
anything  at  all. 

There  is  another  thing  that  mightily  spreads  free- 
thinking,  which  I  believe  you  would  hardly  go*** 
The  priests  have  got  a  way  of  late  of  writing  booki 
against  fteethinking  ;  I  mean  treatises  in  dialogue, 
where  they  introduce  atheists,  deists,  sceptics,  and  So- 
cinians,  offering  their  several  arguments.  Now  the* 
freethinkers  are  too  hard  for  the  priests  thenriaeh«  «» 
their  own  books.    And  how  can  it  be  o^erwise?   For, 
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if  tbf  u^meaU  usually  offered  by  atheists  are  fairly 
rrproQited  in  these  books,  they  must  needs  convert 
tnvfhodj  that  reads  them ;  because  atheists,  deists, 
Kfpda^  and  Socinians,  have  certainly  better  arguments 
to  msintain  their  opinions  than  any  the  priests  can 
produce  to  maintain  the  contrary. 

Mr.  Cieech,  a  priest,  translated  Lucretius  into 
English,  which  is  a  complete  system  of  atheism ;  and 
ier«ral  young  students,  who  were  afterwards  priests, 
wrote  rerses  in  praise  of  this  translation.  The  argu* 
mmti  sgaiiist  Providence  in  that  book  are  so  strong 
that  they  have  added  mightily  to  the  number  of  free- 
thinken. 

Why  should  I  mention  the  pious  cheats  of  the 
printi,  who  in  the  New  Testament  translate  the  word 
eeektia^  scmetimes  the  dutrchf  and  sometimes  the  oon- 
yngatim  ;  and  epiMCopma  sometimes  a  biahop,  and  some- 
timei  an  weneer  f  A  priest,  translating  a  book,  left 
out  a  whole  passage  that  reflected  on  the  king,  by 
which  he  was  an  enemy  to  political  freethinking,  a 
moR  considerable  branch  of  our  system.  Another 
]neSU  translating  a  book  of  travels,  left  out  a  lying 
oiiaeJe,  out  of  mere  malice,  to  conceal  an  argument 
(ot  fivctfainkinff.  In  short,  these  frauds  are  very  com- 
moa  in  all  bocMU  which  are  published  by  priests.  But, 
however,  I  love  to  excuse  them  whenever  I  can :  and 
ai  to  this  accusation,  they  may  plead  the  authority 
of  the  ancient  fathers  of  the  church  for  forgery,  cor- 
ruptioD,  and  mangling  authors,  with  more  reason  than 
for  any  of  their  articles  of  faith.  St.  Jerom,  St 
Hilary,  Eosebius  Vercellensis,  Victorinus,  and  several 
othen,  wfre  all  guilty  of  arrant  forgay  and  corruption  : 
for  when  they  translated  the  works  of  several  free- 
thinkers, whom  they  called  heretics,  they  omitted  all 
their  heresies  or  freethinkings,  and  had  the  impudence 
to  own  it  to  the  world. 

Prom  these  many  notorious  instances  of  the  priests' 
eoodnct,  I  conclude  they  are  not  to  be  relied  on  in  any 
one  thing  relating  to  religion,  but  that  every  man  must 
think  freely  for  himself. 

But  to  this  it  may  be  objected  that  the  bulk  of  man- 
kind is  as  well  qualified  for  flying  as  thinking ;  and  if 
nmr  man  thought  it  his  duty  to  think  freely,  and 
tnnhle  his  neighbour  with  his  thoughts  (which  is  an 
ventlal  part  of  freethinking),  it  would  make  wild 
vbrk  in  the  world.  I  answer  ;  whoever  cannot  think 
^ly  may  let  it  alone  if  he  pleases  by  virtue  of  his 
richt  to  think  freely ;  that  is  to  say,  if  such  a  man 
fiedy  thinks  that  he  cannot  think  freely,  of  which 
erery  man  is  a  sufficient  judge,  why  then  'he  need  not 
think  freely  unless  he  thinks  fit 

Besides,  if  the  bulk  of  mankind  cannot  think  freely 
<o  matters  of  speculation,  as  tiie  being  of  a  God,  the 
iimnortality  of  the  soul,  &c.,  why  then  freethinking  is 
indeed  no  duty  :  but  then  the  priests  must  allow  that 
toen  sre  not  concerned  to  believe  whether  there  is  a 
fiod  or  not.  But  still  those  who  are  disposed  to  think 
^cely  may  think  freely  if  they  please. 

It  is  again  objected  that  freethinking  will  produce 
cndlcm  divluons  in  opinion,  and  by  consequence  dis- 
««irr  society.     To  which  I  answer, — 

When  every  single  man  comes  to  have  a  different 
opinion  every  day  from  the  whole  world  and  from 
hionelf,  by  virtue  of  freethinking,  and  thinks  it  his 
doty  to  convert  every  man  to  his  own  freethinking,  as 
^i  we  freethinkers  do^  how  can  that  possibly  create  so 
f'ct  a  divenity  of  opinions  as  to  have  a  set  of  priests 
•^  among  themselves  to  teach  the  same  opinions  in 
^tr  severai  parishes  to  all  who  will  come  to  hear 
tfaonl  Besides^  if  all  people  were  of  the  same  opinion, 
the  remedy  would  be  worse  than  the  disease ;  I  will 
tell  yoQ  the  reason  some  other  time. 

Boidcs,  diflereoce  in  opinion,  especially  in  matters 
<^ great  moment,  breeds  no  confusion  at  all.    \^'itncs8 


Papist  and  Protestant,  Roundhead  and  Cavalier,  and 
Whig  and  Tory  now  among  us.  I  observe,  the 
Turkish  empire  is  more  at  peace  within  itself  than 
Christian  princes  are  with  one  another,  llioee  noble 
Turkish  virtues  of  charity  and  toleration  are  what  con- 
tribute chiefly  to  the  flourishing  state  of  that  happy 
monarchy.  There  Christians  and  Jews  are  tolerated, 
and  live  at  ease,  if  they  can  hold  their  tongues,  and 
think  freely,  provided  they  never  set  foot  within  the 
mosques  nor  write  against  Mahomet.  A  few  plunder* 
ings  now  and  then  by  the  janissaries  are  all  they  have 
to  fear. 

It  is  objected  that  by  freethinking  men  will  think 
themselves  into  atheism ;  and  indeed  I  have  allowed 
all  along  that  atheistical  books  convert  mm  to  free- 
thinking.  But  suppose  that  to  be  true,  I  can  bring  you 
two  divines  who  aiSrm  superstition  and  enthusiasm  to 
be  worse  than  atheism,  and  more  mischievous  to  society : 
and  in  short,  it  is  necessary  that  the  bulk  of  the  people 
should  be  atheists  or  superstitious. 

It  is  objected  that  priests  ought  to  be  relied  on  by 
the  people  as  lawyers  and  physicians,  because  it  is 
their  faculty.  I  answer,  it  is  true,  a  man  who  is  no 
lawyer  is  not  suffered  to  plead  for  himself.  Bnt  every 
man  may  be  his  own  quack  if  he  pleases,  and  he  only 
ventures  his  life ;  but  in  the  other  case,  the  priest  tells 
him  he  must  be  damned :  therefore  do  not  trust  the 
priest,  but  think  freely  for  yourself;  and  if  you  happen 
to  think  there  is  no  bell,  there  certainly  is  none,  and 
consequently  you  cannot  be  damned.  I  answer  fur- 
ther, tnat  wherever  there  is  no  lawyer,  physician,  or 
priest,  that  country  is  paradise.  Besides,  all  priests 
(except  the  orthodox,  and  those  are  not  ours,  nor  any 
that  1  know)  are  hired  by  the  public  to  lead  men  into 
mischief:  but  lawyers  and  physicians  are  not;  you 
hire  them  yourself. 

It  is  objected  (by  priests,  no  doubt,  but  I  have  forgot 
their  names)  that  false  speculations  are  necessary  to  be 
imposed  upon  men  in  order  to  assist  the  magistrate  in 
keeping  the  peace ;  and  that  men  ought  therefore  to  be 
deceived,  like  children,  for  their  own  good.  I  answer, 
that  seal  for  imposing  speculations,  whether  true  or 
false  (under  whicn  name  of  speculations  I  include  all 
opinions  of  religion,  as  the  belief  of  a  God,  providence, 
immortality  of  the  soul,  future  rewards  and  punish- 
ments, &c.),  has  done  more  hurt  than  it  is  possible  for 
religion  to  do  good.  It  puts  us  to  the  charge  of  main- 
taining ten  thousand  pnests  in  England,  which  is  a 
burden  upon  society  never  felt  on  any  other  occasion ; 
and  a  greater  evil  to  the  public  than  if  these  eccle- 
siastics were  only  employed  in  the  most  innocent  offices 
of  life,  which  I  take  to  be  eating  and  drinking.  Now, 
if  you  offer  to  impose  anything  on  mankind  beside 
what  relates  to  moral  duties,  as  to  pay  your  debts,  not 
pick  pockets,  nor  commit  murder,  and  the  like ;  that 
is  to  say,  if,  beside  this,  you  oblige  them  to  believe  in 
God  and  Jesus  Christ,  wnat  you  add  to  their  faith  will 
take  just  so  much  off  from  their  morality.  By  this 
argument  it  is  manifest  that  a  perfect  moral  man  must 
be  a  perfect  atheist;  every  inch  of  religion  he  gets 
loses  him  an  inch  of  morality ;  for  there  is  a  certain 
qvantvm  belongs  to  every  man,  of  which  there  is 
nothing  to  snare.  This  is  clear  from  the  common 
practice  of  all  our  nriests  :  they  never  once  preach  to 
you  to  love  your  neighbour,  to  be  just  in  your  deal- 
ings, or  to  be  sober  and  temperate.  The  streets  of 
London  are  full  of  common  whores,  publicly  tolerated 
in  their  wickedness;  yet  the  priests  make  no  com- 
plaints against  this  enormity  eiuier  from  the  pulpit  or 
the  press :  I  can  affirm  that  neither  you  nor  I,  sir,  have 
ever  heard  one  sermon  against  whoring  since  we  were 
boys.  No,  the  priests  allow  all  these  vices,  and  love 
us  the  better  for  them,  provided  we  will  nromise  not 
'^  to  harangue  upen  a  text,*'  nor  to  sprinide  a  little 
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water  in  a  cbtld^t  face,  which  they  call  baptiiing,  and 
would  engross  it  all  to  themselves. 

Besides,  the  priests  engage  all  the  rogues,  Tillains^ 
and  fools  in  their  party,  in  order  to  make  it  as  large  as 
they  can  ;  by  tliis  means  they  sedaced  Constantine  the 
Great  over  to  their  religion,  who  was  the  6rst  Christian 
emperor,  and  so  horrible  a  villain  that  the  heathen 
priest!  told  him  they  could  not  expiate  his  crimes  in 
their  church ;  so  he  was  at  a  loss  to  know  what  to  do,  till 
anEgyptian  bishop  assured  him  that  there  was  no  villany 
80  great  but  was  to  be  expiated  by  the  sacraments  of  the 
Christian  religion ;  upon  which  he  became  a  Christian, 
and  to  him  that  religion  owes  its  first  settlement. 

It  is  objected  that  freethinkers  themselves  are  the 
most  infamous,  wicked,  and  senseless  of  all  mankind. 

I  answer,  first,  we  say  the  same  of  priests  and  other 
believers.  But  the  truth  is,  men  of  all  sects  are  equally 
good  and  bad ;  for  no  religion  whatsoever  contributes 
in  the  least  to  mend  men's  lives. 

I  answer,  secondly,  that  freethinkers  use  their  un- 
derstanding ;  but  those  who  have  religion  do  not : 
tiierefore  the  first  have  more  understanding  than  the 
others;  witness  Toland,  Tindal,  Gildon,  Clendon, 
Coward,  and  myself.     For,  use  legs,  and  have  1^. 

I  answer,  thirdly,  that  freethinkers  are  the  most 
virtuous  persons  in  the  world;  for  all  freethinkers 
must  certainly  differ  from  the  priests,  and  from  nine 
hundred  ninety-nine  of  a  thousand  oi  those  among 
whom  they  live;  and  are  tlierefore  virtuous  of  course 
because  everybody  hates  them. 

I  answer,  fourthly,  that  the  most  virtuous  people  in 
all  ages  have  been  freethinkers ;  of  which  I  shall  pro- 
duce several  instances. 

Socrates  was  a  freethinker ;  for  he  disbelieved  the 
gods  of  his  country  and  the  common  creeds  about  them, 
and  declared  his  dislike  when  he  heard  men  attribute 
"  repentance,  anger,  and  other  passions  to  the  gods,  and 
talk  of  wars  and  battles  in  heaven,  and  of  the  gods 
getting  women  with  child/'  and  such  like  fabulous  and 
blasphemous  stories.  I  pick  out  these  narticulan,  be- 
cause they  are  the  very  same  with  wnat  the  priests 
have  in  their  Bibles,  where  repentance  and  anger  are 
attributed  to  God ;  where  it  is  said,  there  was  "  war  in 
heaven;"  and  that  "  the  Virgin  Mary  was  with  child 
by  the  Holy  Ghost,"'  whom  die  priests  call  God ;  all 
fabulous  and  blasphemous  stories.  Now,  I  affirm 
Socrates  to  have  been  a  true  Christian.  You  will  ask, 
perhaps,  how  that  can  be,  since  he  lived  three  or  four 
bundred  years  before  Christ  f  I  answer,  with  Justin 
Martyr,  that  Christ  is  nothing  else  but  reason ;  and  I 
hope  you  do  not  think  Socrates  lived  before  reason. 
Now,  this  true  Christian  Socrates  never  made  notions, 
speculations,  or  mysteries  any  part  of  his  religion ;  but 
demonstrated  all  men  to  be  fools  who  troubled  them- 
selves with  inquiries  into  heavenly  things.  Lastly,  it 
is  plain  that  Socrates  was  a  freethinker,  because  he  was 
calumniated  for  an  atheist,  as  freethinkers  generally 
are,  only  because  he  was  an  enemy  to  all  speculations 
and  inquiries  into  heavenly  things.  For  I  argue  thus, 
that  if  I  ne%'er  trouble  myself  to  think  whether  there 
be  a  God  or  not,  and  forbid  others  to  do  it,  I  am  a 
freethinker,  but  not  an  atheist. 

Plato  was  a  freethinker;  and  his  notions  are  so  like 
tome  in  the  gospel,  that  a  heathen  charged  Christ  with 
borrowing  his  doctrine  from  Plato.  But  Origen  defends 
Christ  very  well  against  this  charge  by  saying  lie  did 
not  understand  Greek,  and  therefore  could  not  borrow 
his  doctrines  from  Plato.  However,  their  two  religions 
agreed  so  well  that  it  was  common  for  Christians  to 
turn  Platonists,  and  Platonists  Christians.  When  the 
Christians  found  out  this,  one  of  their  xealous  priests 
(worse  than  any  atlieist)  forged  several  things  under 
Plato's  name,  but  conformable  to  Christianity,  by 
which  the  heathens  were  fraudulently  cQoverlbed. 


Epieutuf  was  the  greatest  of  'all  freethinkers,  ind 
consequently  the  most  virtuous  man  in  the  world. 
His  opinions  in  religion  were  the  most  complete  syitcm 
of  atheism  that  ever  appeared.  Christians  ougbtto 
have  the  greatest  venciation  for  him  because  he  taught 
a  higher  point  of  virtue  than  Christ ;  I  mean  the  vinne 
of  friendship,  which,  in  the  acnse  we  usually  under- 
stand  it,  is  not  so  much  as  named  in  the  New  Tsstsr 
xnent. 

Plutarch  waa  a  (^thinker,  notwithstanding  his  beiD(( 
a  priest ;  but  indeed  he  was  a  heatlien  priest.  Hb 
fieethinking  appears  by  showing  the  innocence  of 
atheism  (which  at  worst  is  only  false  reasoning)  and  tbe 
mischiefii  of  supentition ;  and  he  explains  what  su- 
perstition is  by  calling  it  a  conceit  of  immortal  iUi 
after  death,  the  opinion  of  hell  torments,  dreadful 
aspects,  doleful  groans,  and  the  like.  He  is  likewiie 
very  satirical  upon  the  public  forms  of  devotion  in  bii 
own  country,  a  qualification  absolutely  necessary  to  a 
freethinker ;  yet  those  forms  which  he  ridicules  are  tiie 
very  same  that  now  pass  for  true  worship  in  almost  all 
countries.  I  am  sure  some  of  them  do  so  in  oon; 
such  aa  abiect  looks,  distortions,  wry  fi^e^  beggarly 
tones,  humiliation,  and  contrition. 

Varro,  the  most  learned  among  tbe  Romans,  was  a 
iVeethinker ;  for  he  said  the  heathen  divinity  contained 
many  Ihbles  below  the  dignity  of  immoital  beiugt; 
such,  for  instance,  aa  Gods  begotten  and  prooeedinx 
from  other  Gods.  These  two  words  I  desire  you  will 
particularly  remark,  because  they  are  the  very  tenas 
made  us  of  by  our  priests  in  their  doctrine  of  the 
Trinity.  He  says  likewise  that  there  are  many  thingi 
false  in  religion,  and  so  say  all  freethinkers ;  hut  tlMt 
he  adds,  **  which  the  vulgar  ought  not  to  know,  bat  it 
is  expedient  they  should  believe."  In  this  last  lie  in- 
deed discovers  die  whole  secret  of  a  statesman  and 
politician,  by  denying  the  vulgar  the  privilege  of  free- 
thinking;  and  here  I  differ  from  him.  However,  it  is 
manifest  from  hence  that  the  Trinity  was  an  invention 
of  statesmen  and  politicians. 

The  grave  and  wise  Cato,  the  censor,  will  for  e^«[ 
live  in  that  noble  fVeethinking  saying — "  I  wond«r,'* 
said  he,  <'  how  one  of  our  prieats  can  forbear  langhittg 
when  he  sees  another  !**  For  contempt  of  prieiti  is 
another  grand  characteristic  of  a  freethinker.  Thii 
shows  that  Cato  understood  the  whole  mystery  of  the 
Roman  "religion  as  by  law  established.*'  I  beg  you, 
sir,  not  to  overlook  these  last  words,  ^  religion  as  by 
law  established."  I  translate  kanuper  into  tbe  ge- 
neral word  priett.  Thus  I  anply  the  sentence  to  the 
priests  in  England ;  and  wnen  Dr.  Sroallridge  k« 
Dr.  Atterbury,  I  wonder  how  either  of  them  can  for- 
bear laughing  at  the  cheat  they  put  upon  the  people 
by  making  them  believe  their  *' religion  aa  by  Uv 
established." 

Cicero,  tiiat  oonsummate  philosopher  and  noble 
patriot,  though  he  was  a  priest,  and  consequently  dmk 
likely  to  be  a  knave,  gave  the  greatest  proofs  of  his  free- 
thinking.  First,  he  professed  the  sceptic  philosophy, 
which  doubts  of  everything :  then  he  wrote  two  trea- 
tises ;  in  the  first  he  shows  the  weakness  of  the  stoics' 
arguments  for  the  being  of  the  gods ;  in  the  latter,  he 
has  destroyed  the  whole  revealed  religion  of  the  Greeks 
and  Romans ;  for  why  should  not  theirs  be  a  revealed 
religion  aa  well  aa  that  of  Christ  f  Cicero  likewise  telli 
us,  aa  his  own  opinion,  that  they  who  study  phtlosopby 
do  not  believe  there  are  any  goda :  he  denies  the  im- 
mortality of  the  soul,  and  aays  there  can  be  nothing 
after  death. 

And  because  the  priests  have  the  impudence  toqnote 
Cicero  in  their  pulpits  and  pamphlets  against  freethink- 
ing,  I  am  resolved  to  disarm  them  of  his  authority. 
You  must  know  his  philosophical  works  are  generally 
in  dialogues,  where  peo^^  an  brought  in  dispiting 
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agaioit  me  another.    Now  the  prieati,  when  they  aee 

ail  ufnoMot  to  prove  a  god,  offered  perhapa  by  a  stoic, 

are  loeh  koares  or  blockheada  to  quote  it  aa  if  it  were 

Cictfoiovn;    whereas  Cioero  waa  so  noble  a  free- 

thiokcr  that  he  believed  nothing  at  all  of  the  matter, 

Dsr  tftt  Aowa  the  leaat  inclination  to  favour  auper* 

•tidon,  or  the  belief  of  God  and  the  immortality  of 

the  sou],  imleas  what  he  throwa  out  aometimea  to  save 

himidf  irom  danger,  in  his  apcechea  to  the  Roman 

mob,  whose  rdigion  waa  however  much  more  innocent 

and  Usi  ahsmd  than  that  of  Popery  at  leaat :  and  I 

could  «ay  more — hot  you  understand  me. 

Seoaea  waa  a  great  freethinker,  and  had  a  noble  no- 
dm  of  the  worahip  of  the  gods^  for  which  our  priests 
wmld  call  any  man  an  atheist :  he  laughs  at  morning 
dcfetioo^  or  wonhipping  upon  Sabbath-days;  he 
tajTR,  God  has  no  need  of  roinisten  and  servants,  be- 
anie be  himself  aervea  mankind.  This  religious  man, 
like  his  religiona  brethren  the  atoics,  deniea  the  im- 
martality  of  the  aoul ;  and  aayd*  all  that  is  feigned  to 
be  Mtmihle  in  hell  ia  bat  a  fa(»le :  death  puta  an  end 
to  til  our  misery,  fte.  Yet  the  priests  were  anciently 
»  food  of  ScnecB^  that  they  forged  a  ooneapondence 
ef  letters  between  him  and  St.  Paul. 

Sdloomi  hbnaelf,  whoae  writinga  are  called  "  the 
wonl  of  God,''  waa  aiich  a  fVeetliinker,  that  if  he  were 
nov  alive,  noting  but  hia  building  of  diurchea  could 
hare  kept  our  prieata  from  calling  him  an  atiieiat.  He 
sfinns  the  eternity  of  the  world  almost  in  the  same 
msoner  with  Maniliua,  the  heathen  philosophical  poet^ 
which  opinion  entirely  overthrows  the  history  of  the 
ciestioD  by  Moses  and  all  the  New  Testament :  he 
<fenie»  the  immortality  of  the  soul,  assures  us  ^*  that 
men  die  like  beasts,'*  and  '<  that  both  go  to  one  place/' 
The  nophelB  of  the  Old  Testament  were  generally 
frcethinkefs.  You  must  understand  that  their  way  of 
IwiuDg  to  prophesy  was  by  music  and  drinking.  These 
prophrts  wrote  against  the  established  religion  of  the 
^»,  (which  thoM  people  looked  upon  as  the  institu- 
(loa  of  God  himaelf,)  aa  if  they  believed  it  waa  all  a 
cheat :  that  is  to  say,  with  aa  great  liberty  against  the 
pnrti  aod  propheto  of  larael,  aa  Dr.  Tindal  did  lately 
HUHt  the  prieata  and  prOphets  of  our  Israel,  who  has 
cWwly  shown  them  and  their  religion  to  be  cheats. 
To  nove  thia,  you  may  read  several  passagea  iii  Isaiah. 
^Mkiel,  Amos,  Jeremiah,  &c.,  wherein  you  will  fina 
•wh  instsnces  of  freethinkiug,  that  if  any  Englishman 
had  talked  so  in  our  days,  their  opinions  would  have 
^  registered  in  Dr.  Sacheverell's  trial,  and  in  the 
Kfacwntation  of  the  lower  house  of  convocation,  and 
F'^'^'hjoed  aa  ao  many  pvoda  of  the  profaneness,  blaa- 
I*"ni7,  aod  atheism^  the  nation ;  there  being  nothing 
"MX  proiane,  blasphemous,  or  atheistical  in  those 
■"^preKntationa  than  what  these  propheta  have  apoken, 
voose  writinga  are  yet  called  by  our  prieata  **  the  word 
of  God."  And  therefore  these  propheta  are  aa  much 
'^^  ■>  myaelf,  or  aa  any  of  my  freethinkiug  bxethren 
•boat  I  lately  namoed  to  you. 

/^iKphus  waa  a  great  freethinker.  I  wish  he  had 
«MMD  a  better  subject  to  write  on  than  those  ignomnt, 
hvbaRNis,  ridiculous  .scoundrels^  the  Jews,  whom  God 
J|f  we  may  believe  the  priests)  thought  fit  to  choose 
Jf  his  ovp  people.  I  will  give  you  some  instances  of 
ba  ffcethinking.  He  says  Cain  travelled  through 
*v«al  countries  and  kept  company  with  rakes  and 
Hligate  fellows;  he  comipted  the  simplicitiea  of 
lonaer  tiioca,  Ac,  which  plamly  auppoaea  men  before 
Adam,  and  conacquently  that  thepnesU'  history  of  the 
cicatioii  by  Moaes  is  an  imposture.  He  says  tlie  Is- 
ntlites*  pasaiog  through  the  Red  Sea  waa  no  more 
wan  Alesaoder'a  pasaiug  at  the  Pamphilian  sea  :  'that 
**  ^"  ^b«  appearance  of  God  at  Mount  Sinai,  the 
**•««  may  believe  it  aa  he  pleases,  that  Moses  per- 
""B*^  t>«  JawB  he  had  God  for  hU  guide,  just  as  the 


Greeks  pretended  they  had  &eir  laws  from  Apollo. 
These  are  noble  strains  of  freethinking,  which  the  priests 
know  not  how  to  solve  but  by  thinking  as  freely  ;  for  one 
of  them  aays  that  Josephns  wrote  this  to  make  his 
work  acceptable  to  the  heathens  by  striking  out  every 
thing  that  waa  incredible. 

Origeu,  who  was  the  first  Christian  that  had  any 
learoing,  has  left  a  noble  testimony  of  his  freethinking ; 
for  a  general  council  has  determined  him  to  be  damned, 
which  plainly  shows  he  waa  a  freethinker  and  waa 
no  saint;  for  people  were  only  sainted  because  of  their 
want  of  learning  and  exceaa  of  seal ;  so  that  all  the 
fathers  who  are  called  saints  by  the  priests  were  worse 
than  atheists. 

Minutius  Felix  seems  to  be  a  true  modem  latitudi- 
narian  freethinking  Christian ;  tot  he  is  against  altars, 
churches,  public  preaching,  and  public  assemblies; 
and  likewise  against  priests ;  for  he  says  there  were 
several  great  flourishing  empires  before  tLere  were  any 
orders  of  priests  in  the  world.    « 

Synesius,  who  had  too  much  learning  and  too  little 
seal  for  a  saint,  was  for  some  time  a  great  freethinker; 
he  could  not  believe  the  resurrecdon  till  he  was  made 
a  bishop,  and  then  pretended  to  be  convinced  by  a 
lying  miracle. 

To  come  to  our  own  country :  my  lord  Bacon  was 
a  great  freethinker,  when  he  tdls  us  "  that  whatever 
has  the  leaat  relation  to  religion  is  particularly  liable 
to  suspicion ;"  by  which  be  seems  to  suspect  all  the 
facts  whereon  most  of  the  superstitions  (that  is  to  say, 
what  the  priests  call  the  religions)  of  the  world  are 
grounded.  He  also  prefers  atheism  before  superstition. 

Mr.  Hobbea  was  a  person  of  great  learning,  virtue, 
and  freethinking,  except  in  his  high-church  politics. 

But  archbishop  Tillotson  is  the  person  whom  all 
English  freethinkers  own  aa  their  head ;  and  his  virtue 
is  indisputable  for  this  manifest  reason,  that  Dr. 
Hickes,  a  priest,  calls  him  an  atheist ;  says  he  caused 
several  to  turn  atheists,  and  to  ridicule  the  priesthood 
and  religion.  These  must  be  allowed  to  be  noble 
effects  of  freethinking.  This  great  prelate  assures  us 
that  all  tlie  duties  of  me  Christian  religion  with  respect 
to  God  are  no  other  but  what  natural  light  prompts 
men  to,  except  the  two  sacraments,  and  praying  to  God 
in  the  name  and  mediation  of  Christ.  As  a  priest  and 
prelate,  he  was  obliged  to  say  something  of  Christi- 
anity ;  but  pray  observe,  air,  how  he  brings  himself  off. 
He  justly  affirms  that  even  these  diings  are  of  less 
moment  than  natural  duties;  and,  because  mothers 
nursing  their  children  is  a  natural  dutr,  it  ia  of  more 
moment  than  the  two  sacraments,  or  than  praying  t6 
God  in  the  name  and  by  the  mediation  of  Christ. 
This  freethinking  archbishop  could  not  allow  a  miracle 
sufficient  to  give  credit  to  a  prophet  who  taught  any- 
thing contrary  to  our  natural  notions ;  by  which  it  is 
plain  he  rejected  at  once  all  the  mysteries  of  Christianity. 

I  could  name  one-and-twenty  more  great  men,  who 
were  all  freediinfcera,  but  that  I  fear  to  be  tedioua ;  for 
it  ia  certain  that  all  men  of  aense  depart  from  the  opi- 
nions commonly  received,  and  are  consequently  more 
or  less  men  of  sense  according  as  they  depart  more  or 
less  from  the  opinions  commonly  received ;  neither  can 
you  name  an  enemy  to  freethinking,  however  he  be 
dignified  or  distinguislied,  whether  archbishop,  bishop, 
priest,  or  deacon,  who  has  not  been  either  *'  a  crack- 
brained  enthusiast,  a  diabolical  villain,  or  a  most  pro- 
found ignorant  brute." 

Thus,  sir,  I  have  endeavoured  to  execute  your  com- 
mands, and  you  may  print  this  letter  if  you  please ; 
but  1  would  have  you  conceal  my  name.  For  my 
opinion  of  virtue  is,  that  we  ought  not  to  venture  doing 
ourselves  harm  by  endeavouring  to  do  good. 

I  am  yours,  &c. 
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CONCLUSION. 
I  HAVE  here  given  the  public  a  brief  but  faithful  ab- 
stract of  tliis  most  excellent  essay ;  wherein  I  have  all 
along  religiously  adhered  to  our  author's  notions,  and 
generally  to  his  words,  without  any  other  addition  than 
that  of  explaining  a  few  necessary  consequences  for  the 
sake  of  ignorant  readers;  for  to  those  who  have  the 
least  degree  of  learning  I  own  they  will  be  wholly  use- 
less. I  hope  I  have  not  in  any  single  instance  misre- 
E resented  the  thoughts  of  this  admirable  writer.  If  I 
ave  happened  to  mistake  through  inadvertency,  I 
entreat  he  will  condescend  to  inform  me  and  point  out 
the  place;  upon  which  I  will  immediately  beg  pardon 
both  of  him  and  the  world.  The  design  of  hispiece 
is  to  recommend  freethinking ;  and  one  chief  motive 
is  the  example  of  many  excellent  men  who  were  of 
that  sect.  He  produces,  as  the  principal  points  of  their 
freethinking,  that  they  denied  the  being  of  a  God, 
the  torments  of  hell,  the  immortality  of  the  soul,  the 
Trinity,  incarnation,  the  history  of  the  creation  by 
Moses,  with  many  other  such  "  fabulous  and  blasphe- 
mous stories,"  as  he  judiciously  calls  them :  andbe 
asserts  that  whoever  denies  the  most  of  these  is  the 
completcst  freethinker,  and  consequently  the  wisest  and 
most  virtuous  man. 

The  author,  sensible  of  the  prejudices  of  the  age, 
docs  not  directly  affirm  himself  an  atheist ;  he  goes  no 
further  than  to  pronounce  that  atheism  is  the  most  per- 
fect degree  of  freethinking,  and  leaves  the  reader  to 
form  the  conclusion.  However,  he  seems  to  allow  that 
a  man  may  be  a  tolerable  freethinker,  though  he  does 
believe  a  God,  provided  he  utterly  rejects  "  provi- 
dence, revelation,  the  Old  and  New  Testament,  ftiture 
rewards  and  punishments,  the  immortality  of  the  soul," 
and  other  the  like  impossible  absurdities.  Which 
mark  of  superabundant  caution,  sacrificing  truth  to  the 
supovtition  of  priests,  may  perhaps  be  foigivcn,  but 
ought  not  to  be  imitated  by  any  who  would  arrive 
(even  in  this  author's  judgment)  at  the  tnie  perfection 
of  freethinking. 


SOME  THOUGHTS  ON  FREE- 
THINKING, 

WHITTEN    IN   ENGLAND,    BUT  LEFT  UNFINI8HBD. 

DiscooRsiNG  one  day  with  a  prelate  of  the  kingdom  of 
Ireland,  who  is  a  person  of  excellent  wit  and  learning, 
he  oflTered  a  notion  applicable  to  the  subject  we  were 
then  upon,  which  I  took  to  be  altogetlier  new  and 
right.     He  said  that  the  difference  betwixfr  a  madman 
and  one  in  his  wits  in  what  related  to  speech,  con- 
sisted in    this;  that  the  former  spoke  out  whatever 
came  into  his  mind,  and  just  in  the  confused  manner 
as  his  imagination  presented  the  ideas :  the  latter  only 
expressed  such  thoughts  as  his  judgment  directed  him 
to  chooee,  leaving  the  rest  to  die  away  in  his  memory  • 
and  that  if  the  wisest  man  would  at  any  time  utter  his 
thoughts  in  the  crude  indigested  manner  as  they  come 
into  his  head,  he  would  be  looked  upon  as  laving  mad. 
And,  indeed  when  we  consider  our  thoughts,  as  they 
are  the  seeds  of  words  and  actions,  we  cannot  but  agree 
that  they  ought  to  be  kept  under  the  strictest  regula- 
tion ;  and  that  in  the  great  multiplicity  of  ideas  which 
one  s  mind  is  apt  to  form,  there  is  nothmg  more  difficult 
than  to  select  those  which  are  most  proper  for  the  con- 
duct of  life.    So  that  I  cannot  imagine  what  is  meant 
by  the  mighty  seal  in  some  people  for  asserting  the 
freedom  of  thinking;   because  if  such  thinkers  keep 
their  thoughts  within  tlieir  own  breasts,  they  can  be  of 
no  consequence  further  than  to  themselves.     If  they 
publish  tlicm  to  the  world,  they  ought  to  be  answerable 
tor  the  effects  tlieir  thouglitj  produce   upon  others, 
^here  are  thousands   in  this  kingdom  who  in  their 


thou|^ti  prefer  a  republic  or  absolute  power  of  a  prioct 
before  a  limited  mouarchy ;  yet  if  any  of  tbew  would 
publish  their  opinions,  dnd  go  about  by  writiDg  or 
discourse  to  persuade  the  people  to  innovatioiu  in 
government,  they  would  be  liable  to  the  severot  po- 
nishmeuts  ^e  law  can  inflict ;  and  therefore  tbey  an 
usually  so  wise  as  to  keep  their  sentiments  to  them* 
selves.   But  with  respect  to  religion,  the  matter  b  quite 
otherwise ;  and  the  public,  at  least  here  in  Englaad, 
seems  to  be  of  opinion  with  T&ermt  that  Deonm  in- 
jurue  diia  ourm.    They  leave  it  to  God  Almigbtyto 
vindicate  the  injuries  d<»ie  to  himself,  who  is  do  doubt 
sufficiently  able,  by  perpetual  miracles,  to  revenge  tbe 
affronts  of  impious  men.     And  it  should  seem  ^at  it 
what  pinces  expect  from  him,  though  I  cannot  readily 
conceive  the  grounds  they  go  upon ;  nor  why,  linoe 
they  are  God  s  vicegerente,  they  do  not  think  them- 
selves at  least  equally  obliged  to  preserve  their  maiteri 
honour  as  their  own;  since  this  is  what  they  eipect 
from  those  they  depute,  and  since  they  never  fail  (o 
represent  the  disobedience  of  their  subjects  as  ofleoco 
against  God.     It  is  true,  tbe  visible  reason  of  thii 
neglect  is  obvious  enough  :  the  consequences  of  s}b^ 
istical  opinions  published  to  the  world  are  not  to  m- 
mediate,  or  so  sensible  as  doctrines  of  rebellion  and 
sedition  spread  in  a  proper  season.    However,  I  csDoot 
but  think  the  same  consequences  are  as  natural  and 
probable  from  the  former,   though  more  remote:  and 
whether  these  have  not  been  in  view  among  our  great 
planters  of  infidelity   in  England,   I  shall  bemft«r 
examine. 

A  LETTER 

TO  A  YOUNG  CLERGYMAN, 

LATELY  ENTERED  INTO  HOLT  OBDBBS. 


Sir  DabUn,  Jam. ».  1719-10. 

Although  it  was  against  my  knowledge  or  advice  that 
you  entered  into  holy  orders,  under  the  present  diapoai- 
tions  of  mankind  toward  the  church,  yet  since  it  is  now 
supposed  too  late  to  recede  (at  least  according  to  the 
general  practice  and  opinion),  I  cannot  forbear  oflferinie 
my  thoughte  to  you  upon  this  new  condition  of  life 
you  are  engaged  in. 

I   could  heartily  wish  that  tiie  circumstancea  oi 
your  fortune  had  enabled  you  to  have  continued  some 
years  longer  in  the  universitv,  at  least  till  you  wne 
ten  yean,  standing ;  to  have  laid  in  a  competent  stock 
of  human  learning,  and  some  knowledge  in  divinirf. 
before  you  attempted  to  appear  in  the  world  ;  for  I  can- 
not but  lament  the  common  course  which  at  lesit 
nine  in  ten  of  those  who  enter  into  the  ministry  aw 
obliged  to  run.     When  they  have  taken  a  degree,  siid 
are  consequently  grown  a  burden  to  their  friends,  wbo 
now  think  themselves  fully  discharged,  they  get  into 
orders  as  soon  as  they  can,  (upon  which  I  shall  msb 
no  remarks,)  first  solicit  a  readendiip^  and  if  they  be  very 
fortunate,  arrive  in  time  to  a  curacy  hef«  in  town,  or 
else  are  sent  to  be  assistante  in  the  country,  where  thej 
probably  continue  several  years,  (many  of  th«m  their 
whole  lives,)  with  30/.  or  40/.  a-yearfor  theii*  support; 
till  some  bishop,  who  happens  to  be  not  oreratocked 
with  relations,  or  attached  to  favourites,  or  is  content 
to  supply  his  diocese  without  colonies  firom  England, 
bertows  upon  them  some  inconsideiable  benefice,  when 
it  is  odds  they  are  already  encumbered  with  a  nu- 
merous family.     I  should  be  glad  to  know,  what  in- 
tervals of  life  such  persons  can  possibly  set  apart  for  the 
improvement  of  their    minds;   or  which   way  they 
could  be  furnished  with  books,  the  library  tiiey  brought 
with  them  from  their  college  being  usually  not  the 
most  numerous,  or  judiciously  chosen.     If  such  gentle- 
men arrive  tp  be  great  icholais,  it  raust^  I  think,  be 
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cidwr  hj  meant  npeniatanl,  or  by  a  method  al- 
toKctkcr  out  of  any  road  yet  known  to  die  learned.  But 
I  cooorifv  (be  iaet  directly  othenirife,  and  that  many 
c(ihm  Um  the  greatest  part  of  the  nnall  pittance  they 
netin  at  the  univenity. 

J  tike  it  for  granted  that  yon  intend  to  piutue  the 
bratoi  tiaet,  and  are  already  desirouf  to  be  seen  in  a 
puJpit :  only  I  hope  yoo  will  think  it  proper  to  pan 
your  quaiantiae  among  aonie  of  the  desolate  churches 
lire  miles  round  this  town,  where  you  may  at  least 
\tvn  to  read  and  to  speak  before  you  venture  to  ex- 
pMe  yonr  parti  in  a  city  congregation :  not  that  these 
art  better  judges,  but  because,  if  a  man  must  needs 
fijKm  his  folly,  it  is  more  safe  and  discreet  to  do  so 
Ufm  (ffw  vitnenes,  and  in  a  scattered  neighbourhood. 
And  Ton  will  do  well  if  you  can  prerail  upon  some 
i&timate  and  judicious  friend  to  oe  your  constant 
Ww,  and  allow  him  with  the  utmost  freedom  to  gire 
yoQ  Qonce  of  whatever  he  shall  find  amiss,  either  in 
ywtf  Tpice  or  gesture ;  for  want  of  which  early  warn- 
in;,  many  eliTgymen  continue  defective,  and  some- 
fiionridieolous,  to  the  end  of  their  lives.  Neither  is 
itnn  to  observe  among  excellent  and  learned  divines, 

*  eertiin  ongracious  manner,  or  an  unhappy  tone  of 
▼f»«,  vhich  they  never  have  been  able  to  shake  off. 

I  dioQld  likewise  have  been  glad,  if  you  had  applied 
Tounelf  a  little  mqpw  tu  the  study  of  the  English  lan- 
m^  than  I  fear  you  have  done ;  the  neglect  whereof 
t>  one  of  the  most  general  defects  among  the  scholars 
i4  thif  kingdom,  who  seem  not  to  have  the  least  con- 
cfftion  of  a  style,  but  run  on  in  a  flat  kind  of 
r^'f^ogy,  often  mingled  with  barbarous  terms  and 
^premons,  peculiar  to  the  nation ;  neither  do  I  per> 
cnve  that  any  person  either  finds  or  acknowledges  his 
•uti  upon  this  head,  or  in  the  least  desires  to  have 
Own  supplied.  Pkoper  words  in  proper  places  make 
tbe  tnxt  definition  of  a  style.  But  this  would  require 
^  ample  a  disquisition  to  be  now  dwelt  on  :  however, 
1  ihall  venture  to  name  one  or  two  faults,  which  are 

^  to  be  remedied  with  a  very  small  portion  of 

Abilities. 

Thf  tint  is  the  frequent  use  of  obscure  terms,  which 
^7  the  women  are  called  hard  words,  and,  by  the 
^«tter  mt  of  vulgar,  fine  language ;  than  which  I  do 
i'>{  know  a  more  universal,  inexcusable,  and  unneces- 
**»)'  miitake,  among  the  clergy  of  all  distinctions,  but 
**P^Dy  the  younger  practitioners.  I  have  been 
<^otts  eooogh  to  take  a  list  of  several  hundred  words 
^  Nnnon  of  a  new  beginner,  which  not  one  of  his 
^i^^fn  siQoog  a  hundred  could  possibly  understand ; 
t'tW  can  I  eaaily  call  to  mind  any  clergyman  of 
^7  ovn  acquaintance  who  is  wholly  exempt  from  this 
^<  although  many  of  them  agree  with  me  in  the 
ii^Hkf  or  the  thing.  But  I  am  apt  to  put  myself  in 
^  Mmc  of  the  vulgar,  and  think  many  words  difB- 
^"  «  obscure,  which  the  preacher  will  not  allow  to 

*  ■»  because  those  words  are  obvious  to  scholars.  I 
{TIiT*  ^  method  observed  by  the  famous  lord 
r  AikUnd,*  in  aome  of  his  writings,  would  not  be  an 

'  <^  for  young  divines :  I  was  assured  by  an  old 
It^  of  ouality,  who  knew  him  well,  that  when  he 
^'^M  whether  a  word  was  perfectly  intelligible  or 
<^  bv  tised  to  consult  one  of  liis  lady's  chambermaids 

**<  the  waiting-woman,  because  it  was  possible  she 
^'B*rt  be  conversant  in  romances),  and  by  her  judg- 
IJ^flH  wtt  guided  whether  to  receive  or  reject  it.  And 
"  (bat  great  penon  thought  such  a  caution  necessary 
-^  J[««^oflcred  to  the  learned  world,  it  will  be  sure 
■t  Ifait  at  proper  in  aermons,  where  the  meanest  hearer 
jjoppoaed  to  be  concerned,  and  where  very  often  a 
^T  •  chambermaid  may  be  allowed  to  equal  half  the 

'  LaHiu  Cary.  Tlieonnt  Falkland,  who  fell  In  the  great  civil 
*i^^  **<*»  known  by  the  character  drawn  by  lord  Cla- 
'•«4«i,  ttita  by  hia  own  oom|«aitiooa. 


congregation,  both  as  to  quality  and  understanding. 
But  I  know  not  how  it  comes  to  pass,  that  professors 
in  most  arts  and  sciences  are  generally  tne  worst 
qualified  to  explain  their  meanings  to  those  who  are 
not  of  their  tribe :  a  common  fanner  shall  make  you 
understand  in  three  words  that  his  foot  is  out  of  joint, 
or  his  collar-bone  broken ;  wherein  a  surgeon,  after  a 
hundred  terms  of  art,  if  you  are  not  a  scholar,  shall 
leave  yon  to  seek.  It  is  frequently  the  same  case  in 
law,  physic,  and  even  many  of  the  meaner  arts. 

And  upon  this  account  it  is,  that  among  hard  words 
I  number  likewise  those  which  are  peculiar  to  divinity, 
as  it  is  a  science,  because  I  have  observed  several 
clergymen,  otherwise  little  fond  of  obscure  terms,  yet 
in  their  sermons  very  liberal  of  those  which  they  find 
in  ecclesiastical  writers,  as  if  it  were  our  duty  to  under- 
stand them — which  I  am  sure  it  is  not.  And  I  defy 
the  greatest  divine  to  produce  any  law,  either  of  God 
or  man,  which  obliges  me  to  comprehend  the  meaning 
of  omniteumcey  omnipreaence,  vbiqmiiyf  attribute^  beaiifte 
tfiuon,  with  a  thousand  otheis  so  frequent  in  pulpits, 
any  more  than  that  of  eccentric,  idiotyncracyj  entUjf, 
and  the  like.  I  believe  I  may  venture  to  insist  further, 
that  many  terms  used  in  holy  writ,  particularly  by 
St.  Paul,  might  with  more  discretion  be  changed  into 
plainer  speech  except  when  they  are  introduced  as 
part  of  a  quotation. 

I  am  the  more  earnest  in  this  matter,  because  it  is 
a 'general  complaint,  and  the  justest  in  the  world.  For 
a  divine  has  nothing  to  aaj  to  the  wisest  congregation 
of  any  parish  in  this  kingdom,  which  he  may  not  ex- 
press in  a  manner  to  be  understood  by  the  meanest 
among  them.  And  this  assertion  must  be  true,  or 
else  God  requires  from  us  more  dian  we  are  able  to 
perform.  However,  not  to  contend  whether  a  logician 
might  possibly  put  a  case  tliat  would  serve  for  an 
exception,  I  will  appeal  to  any  man  of  letters,  whether 
at  least  nineteen  in  twenty  of  those  perjilexing  words 
might  not  be  changed  into  easy  ones,  such  as  naturaDy 
first  occur  to  ordinary  men,  and  probably  did  so  at 
first  to  those  very  gentlemen,  who  are  so  fond  of  the 
fbrmer. 

We  are  often  reproved  by  divines,  from  the  pulpits, 
on  account  of  our  ignorance  in  things  sacred,  and 
perhaps  with  justice  enough  ;  however,  it  is  not  very 
reasonable  for  them  to  expect  that  common  men 
should  understand  expressions  which  are  never  made 
use  of  in  common  life.  No  gentleman  thinks  it  safe 
or  prudent  to  send  a  servant  with  a  message,  without 
repeating  it  more  than  once,  and  endeavouring  to  put 
it  into  terms  brought  down  to  the  capacity  of  the 
bearer ;  yet,  alter  all  this  care,  it  is  frequent  for  servants 
to  mistake,  and  sometimes  occasion  misunderstandings 
among  friends.  Although  the  common  domestics  in 
some  gentlemen^s  families  have  more  opportunities  of 
improving  their  minds  than  die  ordinary  sort  of 
tradesmen. 

It  is  usual  for  clergymen,  who  are  taxed  with  this 
learned  defect,  to  quote  Dr.  Tillotson,  and  other 
famous  divines,  in  their  defence,  without  considering 
the  difference  between  elaborate  discourses  upon  im- 
portant occasions,  delivered  to  princes  or  parliaments, 
written  with  a  view  of  being  made  public,  and  a  plain 
sermon  intended  for  the  middle  -or  lower  sixe  of  people. 
Neither  do  they  seem  to  rememtwr  the  many  altera- 
tions, additions,  and  expungings,  made  by  great  authors 
in  those  treatises,  which  they  prepare  for  the  public. 
Besides,  diat  excellent  prelate  above  mentioned  was 
known  to  preach  after  a  much  more  popular  manner 
in  the  city  congregations;  and  if  in  those  parts 
of  his  works  he  be  anywhere  too  obscure  for  the  under- 
standings of  many,  who  may  be  supposed  to  have 
been  his  hearers^  it  ought  to  be  numbered  among  his 
omissions. 
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The  fear  of  being  thought  pedants,  has  been  of  per- 
niciotu  consequence  to  voung  divines.  This  has 
wholly  taken  many  of  them  off  from  their  severer 
studies  in  the  university ;  which  they  have  exchanged 
for  plays,  poems,  and  pamphlets,  in  order  to  qualify 
them  for  tea-tables  and  coffee-houses.  This  they 
usually  call  "  polite  conversation,  knowing  the  world, 
and  reading  men  instead  of  liooks.''  These  accom- 
plishments, when  applied  to  the  pulpit,  appear  by  a 
quaint,  terse,  florid  style,  rounded  into  periods  and 
cadences  commonly  without  either  proprie^  or  mean- 
ing. I  have  listened  witli  my  utmost  attention  for  half 
an  hour  to  an  orator  of  this  species,  without  being 
able  to  understand,  much  less  to  carry  away,  one 
•ingle  sentence  out  of  a  whole  sermon.  Others,  to  show 
that  their  studies  have  not  been  confined  to  sciences 
or  ancient  authors,  will  talk  in  tlie  style  of  a  gaming 
ordinary,  and  White  Friars,'  when  I  suppose  the 
hearers  can  be  little  edified  by  the  terms  of  ^^pahnir^^ 
shuffling^  biting^  hambooxUng,^  and  the  like,  if  they 
have  not  been  sometimes  conversant  among  pickpockets 
and  sharpers.  And  truly,  as  they  say  a  man  is  known 
by  his  company,  so  it  should  seem  ^at  a  man's  com- 
pany may  be  known  by  his  manner  of  expressing  him- 
self, either  in  public  assemblies  or  private  conversaticm. 

It  would  be  endless  to  run  over  the  several  defects 
of  style  among  us :  I  shall  therefore  say  nothing  of  the 
mean  and  paltry,  (which  are  usually  attended  by  the 
lustian,)  much  less  of  the  slovenly  or  indecent.  Two 
things  1  will  just  wam  you  against :  the  first  is,  tlie 
frequency  of  flat  unnecessary  epithets ;  and  the  other 
is,  toe  folly  of  using  old  threadbare  phrases,  which  will 
often  make  you  go  out  of  your  way  to  find  and  apply 
them,  are  nauseous  to  rational  hearers,  and  will  seldom 
express  your  meaning,  as  well  as  your  own  natural 
words. 

Although,  as  I  have  already  observed,  our  English 
tongue  is  too  little  cultivated  in  this  kingdom,  yet  the 
faults  are  nine  in  ten  owing  to  affectation,  and  not  to 
the  want  of  understanding.  When  a  man's  thoughts 
are  clear,  tlie  properest  words  will  generally  offer  them- 
selves first,  and  his  own  judgment  will  direct  him  in 
what  order  ta  place  them,  so  as  they  may  be  best 
understood.  Where  men  err  against  this  method,  it  is 
usually  on  purpose,  and  to  show  their  knowledge  of  the 
world.  In  short,  that  simplicity,  without  which  no 
human  performance  can  arrive  to  any  great  perfection, 
is  nowhere  more  eminently  useful  than  in  this. 

I  have  been  considering  that  part  of  oratory  which 
relates  to  the  moving  of  the  passions ;  this  I  observe  is 
in  esteem  and  practice  among  some  church  divines  as 
well  as  among  all  the  preachers  and  hearers  of  the 
fanatic  or  enthusiastic  strain.  I  will  here  deliver  to 
you  (perhaps  with  more  freedom  than  prudence)  my 
opinion  upon  the  point : — 

The  two  great  orators  of  Greece  and  Rome,  Demos- 
thenes and  Cicero,  though  each  of  them  a  leader  (or,  as 
the  Greeks  called  it,  a  demagogue)  in  a  popular  state, 
yet  seem  to  difler  in  tlieir  practice  upon  this  branch  of 
their  art :  the  former,  who  had  to  deal  with  a  people  of 
much  more  politeneas,  learning,  and  wit,  laid  the 
greatest  weight  of  his  oratory  upon  the  strength  of  his 
arguments,  ofi'ered  to  their  understanding  and  reason : 
whereas  TuUy  considered  the  dispositions  of  a  sincere, 
more  ignorant,  and  leas  mercurial  nation,  by  dwelling 
almost  entirely  on  the  pathetic  part. 

But  the  principal  thing  to  oe  remembered  is,  that 
the  constant  design  of  both  these  orators,  in  all  their 
speeches,  was,  to  drive  some  one  particular  point ;  either 
tne  condemnation  or  acquittal  of  an  accused  person,  a 
persuasive  to  war,  the  enforcing  of  a  law,  and  the  like : 
which  was  determine<l  upon  the  spot,  according  as  the 

*  A  pises  ofssyltim  for  debtors,  ftrquented  by  iharpen  and 
debauciiees. 


orators  on  either  side  prevailed.  And  here  it  was  oftn 
found  of  absolute  necessity  to  inflame  or  cool  tht 
passions  of  the  audience ;  especially  at  Rome,  vbm 
Tully  spoke,  and  with  whose  writings  young  difiiiail 
mean  those  among  them  who  read  old  autbon)  arc 
more  conversant  than  with  those  of  Demosthenes  vbo 
by  many  degrees  excelled  the  other,  at  Icist  si  u 
orator.  But  I  do  not  see  how  this  talent  of  moving  the 
passions  can  be  of  any  great  use  towaid  diiectiDf 
Christian  men  in  the  conduct  of  their  lives ;  at  Icstf. 
in  these  northern  climates,  where  I  am  confident  (be 
strMigest  eloquence  of  that  kind  will  leave  few  imprev 
sions  upon  any  of  our  spirits  deep  enough  to  Isit  till 
the  next  morning,  or  rather,  to  the  next  meal. 

But  what  has  chiefly  put  me  out  of  conceit  with  ttw 
moving  manner  of  preaching,  is  the  frequent  duip 
pointment  it  meets  with.  1  know  a  gentlemsD  vbo 
made  it  a  rule  in  reading,  to  skip  over  all  sentniM 
where  he  spied  a  note  of  admiration  at  the  end.  i 
believe  those  preachers  who  abound  in  tpipktmmat,  it 
they  look  about  them,  would  find  one  part  of  thrir  con- 
gregation out  of  countoiance,  and  the  other  asle^; 
except  perhaps  an  old  'female  beggar  or  two  in  w 
aisles,  wtio  (if  they  be  sincere)  may  probably  gwsn  at 
the  sound. 

Nor  is  it  a  wonder  that  this  expedient  should  «> 
often  miscarry,  which  requires  so  much  art  and  gcsioi 
to  arrive  at  any  perfection  in  it;  as  every  man  vul 
find,  much  sooner  than  learn,  by  consultlDg  Cicm 
himself. 

I  therefore  entreat  you  to  make  use  of  this  fscnltr 
(if  you  ever  be  so  unfortunate  as  to  think  you  bin 
it)  as  seldom  and  with  as  much  caution  as  yoo  csn, 
else  I  may  probably  have  occasion  to  say  of  you,  u  * 
great  person  said  of  another  upon  this  very  sohject:  t 
lady  asked  him,  coming  out  of  church,  whether  itweif 
not  a  very  moving  discourse  f  "  Yes,"  says  he, "  1  »* 
extremely  sorry,  for  the  man  is  my  friend.** 

If  in  company  you  ofler  something  fur  a  jeit,v» 
nobody  seconds  you  in  your  own  laughter,  or  seeias  t0 
relish  what  you  said,  you  may  condemn  their  <«><*'" 
you  please,  and  appcuatl  to  better  judgments ;  but,  in  w 
mean  time,  it  must  be  agreed,  you  make  a  very  iwli^ 
ferent  figure,  and  it  is  at  least  equally  ridiculous  to  » 
disappointed  in  endeavouring  to  make  other  wi» 
grieve,  as  to  make  them  laugh. 

A  plain  convincing  reason  may  possibly  o^ei» 
upon  tne  mind,  both  of  a  learned  and  ignorant  hetf^t 
as  long  as  they  live,  and  will  edify  a  thousand  ticei 
more  thui  the  art  of  wetting  the  handkerchief  o>  • 
whole  congregation,  if  you  were  sure  to  attain  it. 

If  your  arguments  be  strong,  in  God's  name  olh 
them  in  as  moving  a  manner  as  the  nature  of  tta 
subject  will  properly  admit,  wherein  reason  anil  9f"^ 
advice  will  be  your  safest  guides;  but  beware  of  Iftti:^ 
the  pathetic  part  swallow  up  the  rational :  for  I  sujipi^ 
philosophers  have  long  agreed,  that  passion  ^vo^i 
never  prevail  over  reason. 

As  1  take  it,  the  two  principal  branches  of  pRsrh:B; 
are,  first,  to  tell  the  peoiUe  what  is  their  duty,  aiwl  tb<| 
to  convince  them  that  it  is  so.  The  topics  for  boil 
these,  we  know,  are  brought  from  Scripture  and  tea»'^ 
Upon  the  former,  I  wish  it  were  often  piactisrd  \ 
instruct  the  hearers  in  the  limits,  extent,  and  <xm^ 
of  every  duty,  which  requires  a  good  deal  of  skill  «i| 
judgment ;  the  other  branch  is,  I  think,  not  so  difficui 
But  what  I  would  offer  upon  both  is  this,  that  it  tc^ 
to  be  in  the  power  of  a  reasonable  clergyman,  if  be  «> 
be  at  the  pains,  to  make  the  most  ignoraiit  man  Ci« 
prebend  wliat  is  his  duty,  and  to  convince  him  t 
arguments  drawn  to  the  level  of  his  understanding,  tb 
he  ought  to  (lerform  it. 

But  I  must  remember  tlutt  my  design  in  this  \*l 
was  not  so  much  to  instruct  you  in  your  busiu« 
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cither  m  i  clagynuui  or  a  preacher,  ai  to  warn  you 
•gtiiat  wfM  misUkea,  which  are  obvious  to  the 
geoFfBlitj  of  maukiod  ai  well  as  to  me :  and  we,  who 
uthearat^wAj  be  allowed  to  have  lome  opportunities 
in  dieqiMlity  of  being  staiiders'by.  Only,  perhaps,  I 
tthij  WW  again  trangress,  by  desiring  you  to  express 
tltebadi  of  your  divisions  in  as  few  and  clear  words  as 
jm  pMiibly  can;  otherwise  I,  and  many  thousand 
odien,  will  never  be  able  to  retain  them,  and  coo- 
Ki^ufutly  to  cairy  away  a  syllable  of  the  sermon. 

I  «bsU  now  mention  a  particular  wherein  your  whole 
bodj  will  be  certainly  against  me,  and  the  laity,  almost 
to  a  loan,  on  my  side.  However  it  came  about,  I 
cjunot  g«t  over  the  prejudice  of  taking  some  little 
ofHtace  St  the  deigy,  for  perpetually  reading  their 
■enDMu;  perhaps  my  frequent  hearing  of  foreigners, 
«bo  MTcr  made  use  of  notes,  may  have  added  to  my 
ditguc  And  1  cannot  but  think,  that  whatever  is  read 
diflen  w  much  from  what  is  re]]eated  without  book,  as 
a  ropy  doa  from  an  original.  At  the  same  time  I  am 
hijHJy  MDiible  what  an  extreme  difficulty  it  would  be 
ttpoti  JOB  to  alter  this  method;  and  that  in  such  a 
caae  joor  aermoos  would  be  much  less  valuable  than 
tLr/  are,  for  want  of  time  to  improve  and  correct  them. 
I  would  therefore  gladly  come  to  a  compromise  with 
you  in  this  matter.  I  knew  a  clergyman  of  some  die- 
tairfiaD,  who  appeared  to  deliver  his  sermon  without 
ItKikiikg  into  his  notes,  which  when  I  complimented 
kua  upon,  he  assured  me  he  could  not  repeat  six  lines ; 
^  bit  method  was  to  write  the  whole  sermon  in  a 
•ar<e  plsin  hand,  with  all  the  forms  of  margin, 
puagraph,  marked  ]iage,  and  the  like ;  then  on  Sunday 
aoniiog  be  took  care  to  run  it  over  five  or  six  times, 
vUick  be  could  do  in  an  hour ;  and  when  he  delivered 
it,  bj  pRtending  to  turn  his  face  from  one  side  to  the 
«dwr,  be  would  (in  his  own  expression)  pick  up  the 
hn,  and  cheat  his  people,  by  making  them  believe  he 
bill  it  all  by  heart.  He  further  added,  that  whenever 
W  happened  by  neglect  to  omit  any  of  these  circuro- 
rtuKcs,  the  vogue  of  the  parish  was,  **  Our  doctor  gave 
■■  Uit  an  iudiflcrent  sermon  to-day.''  Now,  among 
*.BMDy  dogyman  act  so  directly  contrary  to  this 
B«|hud,  that  from  a  habit  of  saving  time  and  paper, 
•tiicb  they  acquired  at  the  univotsity,  they  write  in  so 
Qiminative  a  manner,  with  such  frequent  blots  and 
u-whmstions,  that  they  are  hardly  able  to  go  on  with- 
Mt  pcTpttual  hesitations,  or  extemporary  expletives : 
nd  1  desire  to  know  what  can  be  more  inexcusable 
^1  to  ace  a  divine  and  a  scholar  at  a  loss  in  reading 
^i  <nro  composiiioiks,  which  it  is  supposed  he  has 
1*^  preparing  with  much  pains  and  thought  for  the 
iiwruction  of  his  people  f  The  want  of  a  little  more 
carv*  ill  this  article  is  the  cause  of  much  ungraceful 
^vioiir.  You  will  observe  some  clergymen  with 
(^  beads  held  down  from  the  beginning  to  the  end, 
vitiiinao  inch  of  the  cushion,  to  read  what  is  hardly 
^nribie ;  which,  besides  the  untoward  manner,  hinders 
tiicni  frutt  nudging  the  best  advantage  of  their  voice: 
^^'fn  again  have  a  trick  of  popping  up  and  down  every 
B^tMU  from  their  paper  to  the  audience,  like  an  idle 
arUoulboy  oo  a  repetition  day. 

I^  me  entreat  yoo,  therefore,  to  add  one  half-crown 
*  nv  to  the  article  of  paper ;  to  transcribe  your  ser- 
V^  ^  as  large  and  plain  a  manner  as  you  can ;  and 
•nbtr  mske  no  interlineations,  or  change  the  whole 
Wt ;  for  we,  your  hearers,  would  rather  you  should  be 
^  cdnect  tluin  perpetually  stammering,  which  1  take 
*o  be  one  of  the  worst  solecisms  in  rhetoric.  And, 
^>>dy,  read  your  sermon  once  or  twice  a-day,  for  a  few 
daii  before  you  pieach  it :  to  which  you  will  probably 
^Mversome  ycara  hence,  *<  that  it  was  but  just  finished 
«bni  the  last  bell  rang  to  church ;''  and  I  shall  readily 
Ul.rv^,  but  not  excuse  you. 
I  ciuuot  forbear  warning  youj  in  the  most  earnest 


manner,  against  endeavouring  at  wit  in  your  sermons, 
because,  by  the  strictest  computation,  it  is  very  near  a 
million  to  one  that  you  have  none ;  and  because  too 
many  of  your  calling  have  consequently  made  them- 
selves'everlastingly  ridiculons  by  attempting  it.  I  re- 
member several  young  men  in  this  town,  who  could 
never  leave  the  pulpit  under  half  a  dosen  conceits ;  and 
this  faculty  adliered  to  those  gentlemen  a  longer  or 
shorter  time,  exactly  in  proportion  to  their  several  de- 
grees of  dulness :  accordingly,  I  am  told  that  some  of 
them  retain  it  to  this  day.  1  heartily  wish  the  brood 
were  at  an  end. 

before  you  enter  into  the  common  insufi*erable  cant 
of  taking  all  occasions  to  disparage  the  heathen  philo- 
sophers, 1  hope  you  will  differ  from  some  of  your  bre- 
thren, by  first  inquiring  what  those  philosophers  can 
say  for  themselves.  The  system  of  morality  to  be  ga- 
thered out  of  the  writings  or  sayings  of  those  ancient 
sages  falls  undoubtedly  very  short  of  that  delivered  in 
the  gospel,  and  wants,  besides,  the  divine  sanction 
which  our  Saviour  gave  his.  Whatever  is  further  re- 
lated by  the  evangelists  contains  chiefly  matters  of 
fact,  and  consequently  of  faith ;  such  as  the  birth  of 
Christ,  his  being  the  Messiah,  his  miracles,  his  death, 
resurrection,  and  ascension :  none  of  which  can  pro- 
perly come  under  the  appellation  of  human  wisdom, 
being  intended  only  to  make  us  wise  unto  salvation. 
And  therefore  in  this  point  nothing  can  be  justly  laid  to 
the  charge  of  the  philosophers,  further  than  that  they  were 
ignorant  of  certain  facts  that  happened  long  after  their 
death.  But  I  am  deceived  if  a  better  comment  could 
be  anywhere  collected  upon  the  moral  part  of  the 
gospel  than  from  the  writings  of  those  excellent  men ; 
eveu  that  divine  precept  of  loving  our  enemies  is  at 
large  insisted  on  by  Plato,  who  puts  it,  as  I  remember, 
into  the  mouth  of  Socrates.  And  as  to  the  reproach  of 
heathenism,  I  doubt  tbey  had  less  of  it  than  the  cor- 
rupted Jews,  in  whose  time  they  lived.  For  it  is  a 
gross  piece  of  ignorance  among  us  to  conceive  that,  in 
those  polite  and  learned  ages,  even  persons  of  any 
tolerable  education,  much  less  die  wisest  idiilosophers, 
did  acknowledge  or  worship  any  more  tnan  one  al- 
mighty power,  under  several  denominations,  to  whom 
they  aJlowed  all  those  attributes  we  ascribe  to  the 
Divinity ;  and,  as  I  take  it,  human  comprehension 
reaches  no  further ;  neither  did  our  Saviour  think  it 
necessary  to  explain  to  us  the  nature  of  God,  because, 
as  I  suppose,  it  would  be  impossible,  without  bestow- 
ing on  us  other  faculties  than  we  possess  at  present. 
But  the  true  misery  of  the  heathen  world  appears  to  be, 
what  I  before  mentioned,  the  want  of  a  divine  sanction, 
without  which  the  dictates  of  the  philosophers  failed  in  the ' 
point  of  authority  :  and  consequently  the  bulk  of  man- 
Kind  lay  indeed  under  a  great  load  of  ignorance,  even  in 
the  article  of  morality ;  but  the  philosophers  themselves, 
did  not.  Take  the  matter  in  tuis  light,  it  will  afford 
field  enough  for  a  divine  to  enlarge  on,  by  showing 
the  advantages  which  the  Christian  world  has  over  the 
heathen,  and  the  absolute  necessity  of  divine  revela- 
tion to  make  the  knowledge  of  the  true  God,  and  the 
practice  of  virtue  more  universal  in  the  world. 

I  am  not  ignorant  how  much  1  differ  in  this  opinion 
from  some  ancient  lathers  in  the  church,  who,  arguing 
against  the  heathens,  made  it  a  principal  topic  to  decry 
their  philoeophy  as  much  as  they  could:  which,  I 
hope,  is  not  altogether  our  present  case.  Besides,  it  is 
to  De  considered  that  those  fathers  lived  in  the  decline 
of  literature ;  and  in  my  judgment  (who  should  be 
unwilling  to  give  the  least  offence)  appear  to  be  rather 
most  excelleiit  holy  persons  than  of  transcendent  ge- 
nius and  learning.  Their  genuine  writings  (for  many 
of  them  have  extremely  suffered  by  spurious  editions) 
are  of  admirable  use  for  confirming  the  truth  of  an- 
cient doctrines  and  discipline,  by  showing   the  state 
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and  practice  of  the  primitive  church.  But  among 
•uch  of  them  as  have  fallen  in  my  way,  I  do  not  re- 
member any  whose  maimer  of  arguing  or  exhorting  I 
could  heartily  recommend  to  the  imitation  of  a  young 
divine,  when  he  is  to  speak  from  ^  pulpit.  Perhaps 
I  judge  too  hastily,  mere  being  several  of  them  in 
whose  writings  1  have  made  very  little  progress,  and  in 
others  none  at  all.  For  I  perused  only  such  as  were 
recommended  to  me,  at  a  time  when  I  had  more  lei- 
sure and  a  better  disposition  to  read  than  have  since 
fallen  to  my  share. 

To  return,  then,  to  the  heathen  philosophers :  I  hope 
you  will  not  only  give  them  quarter,  but  make  their 
works  a  considerable  part  of  your  study.  To  these  I 
will  venture  to  add  the  principal  orators  and  his- 
torians, and  perhaps  a  few  of  the  poets ;  by  the  reading  of 
which,  you  will  soon  discover  your  mind  and  thoughts 
to  be  enlarged,  your  imagination  extended  and  refined, 
your  judgment  directed,  your  admiration  lessened, 
and  your  fortitude  increased;  all  which  advantages 
must  needs  be  of  excellent  use  to  a  divine,  whose  duty 
it  is  to  preach  and  practise  the  contempt  of  human 
things. 

I  would  say  something  concerning  quotations,  where- 
in I  think  you  cannot  be  too  sparing,  except  from  Scrip- 
ture, and  the  primitive  writers  of  the  church.  As  to 
the  former,  when  you  offer  a  text  as  a  proof  of  an  il- 
lustration, we  your  hearers  expect  to  be  fairly  used, 
and  sometimes  think  we  have  reason  to  complain,  es- 
pecially of  you  younger  divines ;  which  makes  us  fear 
that  some  of  you  conceive  you  have  no  more  to  do  than 
to  turn  over  a  concordance,  and  there,  having  found  the 
principal  word,  introduce  as  much  of  the  verse  as  will 
serve  your  turn,  though  in  reality  it  makes  nothing  for 
you.  I  do  not  altogether  disapprove  the  manner  of 
interweaving  texts  of  Scripture  through  the  style  of 
your  sermons,  wherein,  however,  I  have  sometimes 
observed  great  instances  of  indiscretion  and  impro- 
priety, against  which  I  therefore  venture  to  give  yon  a 
caution. 

As  to  quotations  from  ancient  fathers,  I  think  they 
are  best  brought  in  to  confirm  some  opinion  contro- 
verted by  those  who  differ  from  us  :  in  other  cases  we 
give  you  full  power  to  adopt  the  sentence  for  your  own, 
rather  than  tell  us,  **  aa  St.  Austin  excellently  ob- 
serves.** But  to  mention  modem  writers  by  name,  or 
use  the  phrase  of  **  a  late  excellent  prelate  of  our 
church,'*  and  the  like,  is  altogether  intolerable,  and, 
for  what  reason  I  know  not,  makes  every  rational  hearer 
ashamed.  Of  no  better  a  stamp  is  your  **  heathen 
philosopher,*'  and  *'  famous  poet,"  and  "  Roman  his- 
torian,'* at  least  in  common  congregations,  who  will 
rather  believe  you  on  your  own  word  than  on  that  of 
Plato  or  Homer. 

I  have  lived  to  see  Greek  and  Latin  almost  entirely 
driven  out  of  the  pulpit,  for  which  I  am  heartily  glad. 
The  frequent  use  of  the  latter  was  certainly  a  remnant 
of  popery,  which  never  admitted  Scripture  in  the  vul* 
gar  language ;  and  I  wonder  that  practice  was  never 
accordingly  objected  to  us  by  the  Ainatics. 

The  mention  of  Quotations  puts  me  in  mind  of  com- 
monplace books,  which  have  been  long  in  use  by  in- 
dustrious young  divines,  and,  I  hear,  do  still  continue 
so :  I  know  they  are  very  beneficial  to  lawyers  and 
physicians,  because  they  are  collections  of  facts  or 
cases,  whereupon  a  great  part  of  their  several  faculties 
depend :  of  these  I  have  seen  several,  but  never  yet  any 
written  by  a  clergyman;  only  from  what  I  am  in- 
formed, they  generally  are  extracts  of  theological  and 
moral  sentences,  drawn  from  ecclesiastical  and  other 
authors,  reduced  under  woper  heads,  usually  begun, 
and  perhaps  finished,  while  the  collectors  were  young 
in  the  church,  as  being  intended  for  materials,  or  nur- 
series to  stock  future  sermons.    You  will  observe  the 


wise  editors  of  ancient  authors,  when  they  nwet  a  m- 
tence  worthy  of  being  distinguished,  take  special  care 
to  have  the  first  word  printed  in  capital  letter*,  that 
you   may  not  overlook  it :  such,  for  exam|)le,  as  the 
inconstancy  of  fortune,  the  goodness  of  neacr,  the  ex- 
cellency of  wisdom,  the  certainty  of  death :  that  pi«- 
perity  makes  men  insolent,   and   adversity  bumble; 
and   the  like  eternal  truths,  which  every  plonghoon 
knows  well  enough,  though  he  never  heard  of  AriituOe 
or  Plato.     If   theological  commonplace  boob  be  no 
better  filled,  I  think  they  had  better  be  laid  asidr; 
and  I  could  wish  that  men  of  tolerable  intellecttult 
would  rather  trust  their  own  natural  reason,  iinpmfd 
by  a  general  conversation  with  books,  to  enlarge  on » 
point  which  they  are  supposed  already  to  undmtand. 
If  a  rational  man  reads  an  excellent  author  witb  jtut 
application,  he  shall  find  himself  extremely  iroivovei 
and,  perhaps,  insensibly  led  to  imitate  that  author i 
perfections,  although  in  a  little  time  he  should  not  n- 
member  one  word  in  the  book,  nor  even  the  subject  it 
handled ;  for  books  give  the  same  turn  to  our  ihm^ 
and  way  of  reasoning  that  good  and  ill  company  do  ^ 
our  behaviour  and  conversation;  without  either  loadii'l 
our  memories,   or  making  us  even  sensible  (tf  ^ 
change.     And  particularly  1  have  observed  in  preacb- 
ing,  that  no  men  succeed  better  than  those  wbo  tni< 
entirely  to  the  stock  or  fund  of  their  own  lesaon,  id- 
vanced  indeed,  but  not  overlaid,  by  commerc*  ^'^ 
books.     Whoever  only  reads  in  order  to  transcribe  rif 
and  shining  remarks,  without  entering  into  the  geni|i» 
and  spirit  of  the  author,  as  it  is  probable  lie  will  male 
no  very  judicious  extract,  so  he  will  be  apt  to  tnttf 
to  that   collection   in   all  his   compositiora,  aiid  '^ 
misled  out  of  the  regular  way  of  thinking,  in  order  to 
introduce  those  materials  which  he  has  been  at  tiw 
pains  to  gather :  and  the  product  of  all  this  will  be 
found  a  manifest  incoherent  piece  of  patchwork. 

Some  gentlemen,  abounding  in  their  university  ffoj 
dition,  are  apt  to  fill  their  sermons  with  philocoph^a. 
terms  and  notions  of  the  metaphysical  or  abftraci^i 
kind ;  which  generally  have  one  advantage,  to  (' 
equally  underwood  by  the  wise,  the  vulgar,  and  ft* 
preaclier  himself.  I  have  been  better  entertained,  awl 
more  informed,  by  a  few  pages  in  the  "  Pilgrini'i  Pn»" 
gress,**  than  by  a  long  discourse  upon  the  will  and  ti^ 
intellect,  and  simple  or  complex  ideas.  Otben  agi'n 
are  fond  of  dilating  on  matter  and  motion,  talk  of  «"< 
fortuitous  concourse  of  atoms,  of  theories,  and  ^^^^^ 
mena,  directly  against  the  advice  of  St.  Paul,  wlx^  jj 
appears  to  have  been  conversant  enough  in  tfaoce  kiott 
of  studies. 

I  do  not  find  that  you  are  anywhere  directed  in  v* 
canons  or  articles,  to  attempt  explaining  the  mystff*^ 
of  the  Christian  religion.  And  indeed,  since  ProfideiK^ 
intended  there  shoidd  be  mysteries,  I  do  not  see  bt-^ 
it  can  be  agreeable  to  piety,  orthodoxy,  or  good  vw 
to  go  about  such  a  work.  For  to  me  there  seems  to  )< 
a  manifest  dilemma  in  the  case ;  if  you  explain  then 
they  are  mysteries  no  longer ;  if  yon  fail,  yoo  ^^ 
laboured  to  no  purpose.  What  I  should  think  tve 
reasonable  and  safe  for  you  to  do  upon  this  occasic"^  • 
upon  solemn  days,  to  deliver  the  doctrine  as  the  chtuc 
holds  it,  and  confirm  it  by  Scripture.  For  my  p' 
having  considered  the  matter  impartially,  I  can  ^  ' 
great  reason,  which  those  gentlemen  you  call  the  fi^* 
thinkers  can  have,  for  their  clamour  against  rvtig" 
mysteries,  since  it  is  plain  they  were  not  invented  1 
the  clergy,  to  whom  they  bring  no  profit,  nor  acqu^' 
any  honour.  For  every  clergyman  is  ready,  eitb^ 
tell  us  the  utmost  he  knows,  or  to  confess  that  h**  il'' 
not  understand  them  :  neither  is  it  strange  that  the 
should  be  mysteries  in  divinity,  as  well  as  in  the  o>i 
mouest  operations  of  nature. 

And  here  I  am  at  a  loss  what  to  my  upon  the  ti 
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quent  enitom  of  preaching  againft  atheism,   deism, 

fnrthiakiog,  and  the  like,  as  ytrang  divines  are  parti- 

eulaHr  food  of  doing,  especially  when  they  exercise 

thfir  ulent  in   churches    frequented   by  persons  of 

qoAlitf ;  which,  as  it  is  but  an  ill  compliment  to  the 

aodifiice,  so  I  am  under  some  doubt  whether  it  answers 

the  end :  because  persons  under  those  imputations  are 

grnenllf  no  great  frequenters  of  churchM,  and  so  the 

mngre^iou  is  but  little  edified  for  the  sake  of  three  or 

four  (och,  who  are  post  grace :  neither  do  I  think  it 

anj  mit  of  pnidence  to  perplex  die  minds  of  well-dis- 

pj«a  praple  with  doubts,  which  probably  would  never 

osre  odiervise  come  into  their  heads.     But  I  am  of 

f>pmion,  and  dare  be  positive  in  it,  diat  not  one  in  a 

haadred  of  those  who  pretend  to  be  fVeethinken  are 

p^j  n  in  dieir  hearts.     For  there  is  one  observation, 

vhkb  I  never  knew  to  fail,  and  I  desire  yon  will 

examiw  it  in  the  couiw  of  your  life,  that  no  gentleman 

(if  n  libnal  education,  and  regular  in  his  morals,  did 

ffn  pnfcii  himself  a  freethinker :  where  then  are  these 

^iod of  people  to  be  found?  among  the  worst  part  of 

the  soldierTf  made  up  of  pages,  younger  brothers  of 

ofaaniK  ftmilies,  and  others  of  desperate  fortunes ;  or 

ebe  among  idle  town  fops,  and  now  and  then  a  drunken 

'tquire  of  the  country.      Therefore  nothing  can   be 

pUincrdua  that  ignorance  and  vice  are  two  ingredients 

<ihsolute]y  necessary  in  the  composition  of  those  you 

rmerally  call  freethinkers,  who,  in  propriety  of  speech, 

m  DO  thinkers  at  all.     And  since  I  am  in  the  way  of 

it.  pray  consider  one  thing  further :  as  young  as  you 

^1  Tou  cannot  but  have  already  observed  what  a 

MolaA  ran  there   is  among  too  many  weak  people 

^nimt  aniveisity  education :  be  firmly  assured  that 

tif  whole  cry  is  made  up  by  those  who  were  either  never 

v»t  to  college,  or,  tiirough  their  irregularities  and  stn- 

piJity.  never  made  the  least  improvement  while  they 

were  (bere.    I  have  above  forty  of  the  latter  sort  now 

h mj  eye;  several  of  them  in  this  town,  whose  leam- 

U2.  maonen,  temperance,  probity,  good-nature,  and 

pHtics  are  all  of  a  piece ;  others  of  them  in  the  country, 

epprening  their  tenants,  tyrannizing  over  the  neighbour- 

UkL  cheating  the  vicar,  talking  nonsense,  and  getting 

'^V  at  the  sessions.     It  is  from  such  seminaries  as 

tk*ie  that  the  world  is  provided  with  the  several  tribes 

aiii  ilenominaiions  of  ireethinkeis ;  who,  in  my  judg* 

ment.  are  not  to  be  reformed  by  arguments  offered  to 

ortrre  the  tmth  of  the  Christian  religion,  because  rea- 

cuui^vill  never  make  a  man  correct  an  ill  opinion, 

vkich  by  reasoning  he  never  acquired  :  for  in  the  course 

vf  tiui^s  men  always  grow  vicious  before  they  become 

nil WievCTs  :  but  if  you  would  once  convince  the  town 

f  r  romttry  profligate  by  topics  drawn  from  the  view  of 

tbeir  own  quiet,  reputation,  health,  and  advantage,  their 

tiifidelfty  would  soon  drop  off:  this,  I  confess,  is  no 

^  tiik,  because  it  is  almost,  in  a  literal  sense,  to  fight 

with  htutM,    Now  to  make  it  clear  that  we  are  to  look 

^»  n.1  other  original  of  this  infidelity,  whereof  divines 

%>  madi  compUun,  it  is  allowed  on  aU  hands  that  the 

P^^  of  England  are  more  corrupt  in  their  morals 

^  any  other  natioo  at  this  day  under  the  sun  :  and 

^^u  cofraption  is  manifestly  owing  to  other  causes, 

Uifh  nnmenras  and  obvious,  much  more  than  to  the 

fQhlication  of  irreligious  books,  which  indeed  are  but 

*^  ewsequence  of  the  former.     For  all  the  writers 

^liist  Christianity  since  the  Revolution,  have  been  of 

the  lowest  rank  among  men  in  regard  to  literature,  wit, 

vid  good  sense,  and  upon  that  account  wholly  unqua- 

uficd  to  propagate  heresies  unless  among  a  people  already 

uatidoned. 

In  an  age,  where  everything  disliked  by  those  who 
thirik  vidi  the  majority  is  called  disaffection,  it  may 
F*rJiap«  be  ill  interpreted,  when  I  venture  to  tell  you, 
that  this  universal  depravation  of  manners  is  owing  to 
the  perpetual  bandymg  of  Actions  among  us  for  thirty 


years  past,  when,  without  weighing  the  motives  of  jus- 
tice, law,  conscience,  or  honour,  every  man  adjusts  his 
principles  to  tfacMe  of  the  party  he  has  chosen,  and 
among  whom  he  may  best  find  his  own  account ;  but 
by  reason  of  our  frequent  vicissitudes,  men  who  were 
impatient  of  being  out  of  play  have  been  forced  to  re- 
cant, or  at  least  to  reconcile  their  former  tenets  with 
every  new  system  of  administration.  Add  to  this,  that 
the  old  fundamental  custom  of  annual  parliaments 
being  wholly  laid  aside,  and  elections  growing  chaige- 
able,  since  gentlemen  found  that  their  country  seats 
brought  them  in  less  than  a  seat  in  the  house,  the 
voters,  that  is  to  say,  the  bulk  of  the  common  people, 
have  been  universally  seduced  Jnto  bril>ery,  perjury, 
drunkenness,  malice,  and  slander. 

Not  to  be  further  tedious,  or  rather  invidious,  these 
are  a  few,  among  other  causes,  which  have  contributed 
to  the  ruin  of  our  morals,  and  consequently  to  the  con- 
tempt of  religion  :  for,  imagine  to  yourself,  if  you 
please,  a  landed  youth,  whom  his  moUier  would  never 
suffer  to  look  into  a  book  for  fear  of  spoiling  his  eyes, 
got  into  parliament,  and  observing  all  enemies  to  the 
clergy  heard  widi  the  utmost  applause,  what  notions  he 
must  imbibe,  how  readily  he  will  join  in  the  cry,  what 
an  esteem  he  will  conceive  of  himself,  and  what  a  con- 
tempt he  must  entertain,  not  only  for  his  vicar  at  home, 
but  for  the  whole  order. 

I  therefore  again  conclude,  that  the  trade  of  infidelity 
has  been  taken  tip  only  for  an  expedient  to  keep  in 
countenance  that  universal  corruption  of  morals  which 
many  other  causes  first  contributed  to  introduce  and  to 
cultivate.  And  thus  Mr.  Hobbes's  saying  upon  reason 
may  be  much  more  properly  applied  to  religion — that 
if  religion  will  be  against  a  man,  a  man  will  be  against 
religion.  Though  after  all  I  have  heard  a  profligate 
offer  much  stronger  arguments  against  paying  his 
debts  than  ever  he  was  kno¥m  to  do  against  Christianity ; 
indeed,  the  reason  was,  because  in  that  juncture  he 
happened  to  be  closer  pressed  by  the  bailiff  than  the 
parson. 

Ignorance  may  perhaps  be  the  mother  of  supersti- 
tion, but  exprience  has  not  proved  it  to  be  so  of  devo- 
tion ;  for  Christianity  always  made  the  most  easy  and 
quickest  progress  in  civilized  countries.  I  mention 
tnis,  because  it  is  affirmed  that  the  clergy  are  in  most 
credit  where  ignorance  prevails,  (and  surely  this  king> 
dom  woikld  be  called  the  paradise  of  clergymen  if  that 
opinion  were  true,)  for  which  they  instance  England  in 
the  times  of  popery.  But  whoevor  knows  anything  of 
three  or  four  centuries  before  the  Reformation,  will  find 
the  little  learning  then  stirring  was  more  equally 
divided  between  fiie  English  clergy  and  laity  than  it 
is  at  present.  There  were  several  famous  lawyers  in 
that  period,  whose  writings  are  still  in  the  nighest 
repute,  and  some  historians  and  poets,  who  were  not  of 
the  church.  Whereas,  now-a-days,  our  education  is  so 
corrupted,  that  you  will  hardly  find  a  yoimg  person  of 
quality  with  the  least  tincture  of  knowledge,  at  the 
same  time  that  many  of  the  clergy  were  never  more 
learned,  or  so  scurvily  treated.  Here,  among  us  at 
least,  a  man  of  letters  out  of  the  three  professions  is 
almost  a  prodigy.  And  those  ftw  who  have  preserved 
any  rudiments  of  learning  are  (except  perhaps  one  or  two 
smatterers)  the  clergy*s  friends  to  a  man ;  and  I  dare 
appeal  to  any  clergyman  in  this  kingdom,  whether  the 
greatest  dunce  in  the  parish  be  not  always  the  most 
proud,  wicked,  fraudulent,  and  intractable  of  his  fiock. 

I  think  the  clergy  have  almost  given  over  perplexing 
themselves  and  their  hearers  widi  abstruse  points  of 
predestination,  election,  and  the  like;  at  least  it  is 
time  they  should  ;  and  therefore  I  shall  not  trouble  you 
further  upon  this  head. 

I  have  now  said  all  I  could  think  convenient  with 
relation  to  your  conduct  in  the  pulpit :  your  behaviour 


AN  ESSAY  ON  THE  FATES  OF  CLERGYMEN. 


306 

in  <he  world  is  another  scene,  apon  which  I  shall 
readily  offer  you  my  thoughts  if  you  appear  to  desire 
them  from  me  by  your  approbation  of  what  I  have 
here  written  ;  if  not,  I  have  already  troubled  you  too 
much. — ^I  am,  sir,  your  affectionate  friend  and  servant. 


AN   ESSAY   ON  THE  FATES   OF 
CLERGYMEN. 

There  is  no  talent  so  useful  toward  rising  in  the  world, 
or  which  puts  men  more  out  of  the  reach  of  fortune, 
than  that  quality  generally  possessed  by  the  dullest 
sort  of  men,  and  in  common  speech  called  discretion ; 
a  species  of  lower  prudence,  by  the  assistance  of  which 
people  of  the  meanest  intellectuals,  without  any  other 
quflJ  ification,  pass  through  the  world  in  great  trau<^uillity 
and  with  universal  good  treatment,  neither  giving  nor 
taking  offence.  Courts  are  seldom  unprovided  of  per- 
sons under  this  character,  on  whom,  if  they  happen  to 
be  of  great  quality,  most  employments,  even  the  greatest, 
naturally  fall  whoi  comjietitors  will  not  agree ;  and  in 
such  promotions  nobody  rejoices  or  grieves.  The 
truth  of  this  I  could  prove  by  several  instances  within 
my  own  memory ;  for  1  say  nothing  of  present  times. 

And,  indeed,  as  regularity  and  forms  are  of  great 
use  in  carrying  on  the  business  of  the  world,  so  it  is 
very  convenient  that  persons  endued  with  this  kind  of 
discretion  should  have  that  share  which  is  proper  to 
their  talents  in  die  conduct  of  affairs,  but  by  no  means 
meddle  in  matters  which  require  genius,  learning, 
strong  comprehension,  quickness  of  conception,  magna- 
nimity, generosity,  sagacity,  or  any  other  superior  gift 
of  human  minds.  Because  this  sort  of  discretion  is 
usually  attended  with  a  strung  desire  of  money,  and  few 
scruples  about  the  way  of  obtaining  it ;  wi^  servile 
flattery  and  submission;  with  a  want  of  all  public 
spirit  or  principle ;  with  a  perpeti.ial  wrong  judgment, 
when  the  owners  come  into  power  and  high  place,  bow 
to  dispose  of  favour  and  preferment ;  having  no  mea- 
sure fur  merit  and  virtue  in  others  but  those  very  sleps 
by  which  themselves  ascended ;  nor  the  least  intention 
of  doing  good  or  hurt  to  the  public  further  than  either 
one  or  t'other  is  likely  to  be  subservient  to  their  own 
security  or  interest.  Thus,  being  void  of  all  friendship 
and  enmity,  they  never  complain  or  find  iault  with  the 
times,  and  indeed  never  have  reason  to  do  so. 

Men  of  eminent  parts  and  abilities,  as  well  as  vir* 
tues,  do  sometimes  rise  in  the  court,  sometimes  in  the 
law,  and  sometimes  even  in  the  church.  Such  woe 
the  lord  Bacon,  the  earl  of  Strafford,  archbishop  I^ud, 
in  the  reign  of  king  Charles  I.,  and  others  in  our  own 
times,  whom  I  shall  not  name ;  but  these,  and  many 
more,  under  different  princes  and  in  different  kingdoms, 
were  disgraced  or  banished,  or  suffered  death,  merely 
in  envy  to  their  virtues  and  superior  genius,  which  em- 
boldened them  in  great  exigencies  and  distresses  of 
state  (wanting  a  reasonable  infusion  of  this  aldermanly 
discretion)  to  attempt  the  service  of  their  prince  and 
country  out  of  the  common  forms. 

This  evil  fortune,  which  generally  attends  extra- 
ordinary men  in  the  management  of  great  affiiira,  has 
been  imputed  to  divers  causes  that  need  not  be  here  set 
down,  wnen  so  obvious  a  one  occurs,  if  what  a  certain 
writer  observes  be  true,  that  when  a  great  genius  appears 
in  the  world,  the  dunces  are  all  in  confederacy  against 
htm.  And  if  this  be  his  fate  when  he  employs  his 
talents  wholly  in  his  closet,  without  interfering  with  any 
man's  ambition  or  avarice,  what  must  he  expect  when 
he  ventures  out  to  seek  for  preferment  in  a  court  but 
universal  opposition  when  he  is  mounting  the  ladder, 
and  everv  hand  ready  to  turn  him  off  when  he  is  at  the 
top  f  and  in  this  point  foitune  generally  acts  directly 


contrary  to  nature ;  for  in  nature  we  find  that  bodies 
full  of  life  and  spirits  mount  easily  and  are  hard  tn 
fall,  whereas  heavy  bodies  are  hard  to  rise,  and  con« 
down  with  greater  velocity  in  proportion  to  their 
weight ;  but  we  find  fortune  every  day  acting  just  the 
reverse  of  this. 

This  telent  of  discretion,  as  I  have  described  it  in  its 
several  adjuncts  and  circtunstanoes,  is  nowhere  mmt' 
viceable  as  to  the  clergy,  to  whose  preferment  nothing 
is  so  fiital  as  the  character  of  wit,  politeness  in  reading 
or  manners,  or  that  kind  of  b<^vionr  which  we  con- 
tract by  having  too  much  conversatioo  with  perwni  of 
high  station  and  eminency ;  these  aualificatioos  being 
reckoned,  by  the  vulgar  of  all  rasKS,  to  be  rosriu  of 
levity,  which  is  the  last  crime  the  world  will  pankm 
in  a  clergyman ;  to  this  I  may  add  a  free  msiioer  of 
speaking  in  mixed  company,  and  too  frequent  an  appeii- 
anoe  in  places  of  much  retort,  which  are  equally  ooxioni 
to  spiritual  promotion. 

1  have  kni^wn,  indeed,  a  few  exceptions  to  some  psrti 
of  these  observations.  I  liave  seen  some  of  the  dalW 
men  alive  aiming  at  wit,  and  odierB,  widi  as  little  {re- 
tensions,  affecting  politeness  in  manners  and  ^wcmiv; 
but  never  being  able  to  persuade  the  world  of  tbrir 
guilt,  they  grew  into  considerable  statiens,  upon  the 
firm  assurance  which  all  people  had  of  their  discretiixi, 
because  they  were  of  a  size  too  low  to  deceive  the  wold 
to  theis  own  disadvantage.  But  ^is,  I  confess,  ii  > 
trial  too  dangesous  often  to  engage  in. 

Thore  is  a  known  atory  of  a  clergyman,  who  wa»  re- 
commended for  a  preferment  by  some  great  men  »t 

court,  to  an  archbishop  [Tenison.]  H»  grace  iM 
<' he  had  heard  that  the  clergyman  used  to  play  at  vhtst 

and  swobbera ;  that  as  to  playing  now  and  thm  a  sober 
game  at  whist  for  pastime,  it  might  be  pardoned,  bat 
he  could  not  digest  those  wicked  swobbeis ;''  and  it «» 
with  some  pains  that  my  lord  Somers  could  undtw^ 
him.  I  ask,  by  what  talents  we  may  suppose  tiiat  grot 
prelate  ascended  so  high,  or  what  sort  of  qualificatiom 
he  would  expect  in  those  whom  be  took  into  bii  pi- 
tronage,  or  would  probably  recommend  to  couit  tor 
tbe  government  of  distant  churches  ? 

Two  clergymen,  in  my  memory,  stood  candidatw 
for  a  small  free-school  in  Yorkshire,  where  a  g«n^ 
of  quality  and  interest  in  the  comity,  who  happened  to 
have  a  better  undentanding  than  lus  naghboun.  |ri>- 
cured  the  place  for  him  who  was  &e  better  ccbottf 
and  more  gentlemanly  person  of  the  two,  very  much  u) 
the  regret  of  all  the  pariah:  the  other  being  dj«p- 
pointed,  came  up  to  London,  where  he  became  the 
greatest  pattern  of  this  lower  discretion  that  I  bate 
known,  and  possessed  it  with  as  heavy  intellectuals: 
which,  together  with  the  coldness  of  his  temper  m 
gravity  of  his  deportment,  carried  him  safe  thto«gfl 
many  diflleulties,  and  he  lived  and  died  in  a  gro^ 
station ;  while  his  competitor  is  too  obscure  for  faxof 
to  tell  us  what  became  of  him. 

This  species  of  discretion,  which  I  so  much  celebiaie 
and  do  most  heartily  reconmiend,  has  one  ^^^'''JJ^n! 
not  yet  mentioned :  it  will  carry  a  man  sal?  thiougb  ill 
i  the  malice  and  variety  of  parties  so  far,  that,  whatem 
I  faction  happens  to  be  uppermost,  his  claim  is  «s«"*,'v 
allowed  for  a  share  of  what  is  going.  And  the  thiof 
seems  to  be  highly  reasonable ;  for  in  all  great  cbanr* 
the  prevailing  side  is  usually  so  tempestuous  tbat '^ 
wanU  the  ballaat  of  those  whom  the  worid  calls  mod^ 
rate  men,  and  I  call  men  of  discretion ;  whom  peop 
in  power  may,  with  little  ceremony,  lead  as  ^^^ 
they  please,  drive  them  through  the  hardest  and  dtt^ 
nads  witiiout  danger  of  foundering  or  breaking  tbrir 
backs,  and  will  be  sure  to  find  them  neither  restr  n< 
vicious. 

I  wiU  here  give  the  reader  a  short  ^"^^^^^^ 
dngymen  in  Englandy  the  charactcn  of  each,  «>• 
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th«  pngm  of  their  foitaiies  in  the  woHd ;  by  which 
the  Ciite  of  worlflly  discretion,  and  the  bad  conee- 
qaeocts  from  the  want  of  that  virtue,  will  strongly 
appear  :— 

Caniwdci,  an  Oxford  student  and  a  fanner's  son» 

was  nercr  afasmt  from  prayers  or  lecture,  nor  once  out 

of  his  college  after  Tom  had  tolled.    He  spent  every 

'ity  ten  hwin  iu  his  closet,  in  reading  his  courses, 

duoo^cUppiiigDapers,  or  darning  his  stockings;  which 

lux  he  perfonnea  to  admiration.     He  could  be  soberly 

dnmktt  the  expense  of  others,  with  college  ale,  and  at 

tdofe  HSMM  was  always  most  devout.    He  wore  the 

kame  gvvn  five  years  without  draggling  or  tearing.   He 

bercr  oooe  looked  into  a  play- book  or  a  poem.     He 

trad  Vifgil  and  Ramus   in  the  same  cadence,  but 

with  a  Tcry  different  taste.     He  never  understood  a 

jeri,  or  had  the  least  coneention  of  wit. 

F«  OQS  saying  he  stands  in  renown  io  this  day. 
B«m;  with  some  other  students  over  a  pot  of  ale,  one 
of  the  company  said  so  many  pleasant  mings,  that  the 
rtA  v«n  much  diverted,  only  Corusodes  was  silent 
a;]4aiUB0Ted.  When  they  parted,  he  called  this  merry 
Moipuioo  aside,  and  nid,  **Sir,  I  perceive  by  your 
ofifu  ipesking,  and  our  friends  laughing,  that  you 
s^e  many  jests;  and  you  could  not  but  observe 
my  fUcDoe;  but,  sir,  this  is  my  humour:  I  never 
Duie  a  jert  myself,  nor  ever  laugh  at  another 
Biaa't.*' 

Coniiodei,  thus  endowed,  got  into  holy  orders; 
bring  by  the  most  extreme  parsimony,  saved  34/. 
Mit  of  a  very  beggarly  fellowship,  he  went  us  to  Lon- 
4«i,  where  his  sister  was  waiting-woman  to  a  lady,  and 
«'  ^(ood  a  lolicitor  that  by  her  means  he  was  admitted 
tv  read  prayers  in  the  family  twice  a-day,  at  10s.  a^ 
ib'riith.  He  had  now  acquired  a  low,  obsequious, 
«vLvard  how,  and  a  talent  of  gross  flaHery  both  in 
•ibJuut  of  season;  be  would  shake  the  butler  by  the 
WhI-,  he  taught  the  page  his  catechism,  and  was 
Ajmetimet  admitted  to  dine  at  the  steward  s  table. 
b  thort,  he  got  tltf  good  word  of  the  whole  family,  and 
vjB  rtc4>mni«Kled  by  my  lady  for  chaplain  to  some 
uQer  Doble  houass,  by  which  his  revenue  (besides  vales) 
counted  to  about  30/.  a-year ;  his  sister  procured  him 
*  *^  frwQ  my  lord,  who  had  a  small  design  of  gal- 
Uf.try  upon  her ;  and  by  his  lordship  s  solicitation  he 
^<  s  lectuieahip  in  town  of  60^  a-year;  where  he 
[n«chcd  constantly  in  person,  in  a  grave  manner,  with 
u  audible  voice,  a  style  ecclesiastic,  and  the  matter 
'uch  a«  It  was)  was  suited  Io  the  intrilectuals  of  his 
MOKii.  Some  time  after,  a  country  living  fell  in  my 
Mi dispoml ;  and  his  lordship,  who  had  now  some 
^^'^^rafement  given  him  of  snccesa  in  his  amour, 
Moved  the  livh«  on  Comaodes,  who  still  kept  his 
^^''^aRihip  and  reaidence  in  town;  where  he  was  a 
(Uataat  ancndant  at  all  meetings  relating  to  charity, 
V ithoat  ever  contributing  further  than  his  fiequent  pious 
•^Wrtttions.  If  any  woman  of  better  fiMbion  in  the 
Kiih  hspaened  to  be  absent  from  church,  they 
*«r«fQie  of  a  visit  from  him  in  a  day  or  two,  to  ohidie 
Ajd  Io  diue  with  them. 

^had  a  select  Dumber  of  poor  constantly  attending 
*^  ^  rtreet-door  of  his  lodging,  for  whom  he  was  a 
^"^^aitui  solicitor  to  his  former  aatronesa,  dropping  in 
^  •  ovD  half-crown  among  the  oolleetions,  and  taking  it 
"«t  vhcn  he  disposed  of  the  money.  At  a  person  of 
V^tty't  house,  he  would  never  sit  down  till  he  was 
^  bid,  and  then  uponthecoraer  of  the  most  distant 
^r.  His  whole  demeanour  was  formal  and  starch, 
*bicb  adhsed  ao  close,  that  he  could  never  shake  it 
"ff.li  hia  highsst  piomotion. 

Hu  lord  was  now  in  high  employment  at  court,  and 
•^mticd  by  hnn  with  the  most  abject  assiduity  ;  and 
^  niter  being  gone  off  wi^  child  to  a  private  lodging, 
»7  hint  oonthmed  his  graces  to  Goraaodcsy  got  him  to 


be  a  chaplain  in  ordinary,  and  in  due  time  a  parish  in 
town,  and  a  dignity  in  die  church. 

He  paid  his  curates  puuctiially,  at  the  lowest  salary, 
and  partly  out  of  the  communion  money ;  but  gave 
them  good  advice  in  abundance.  He  married  a  citi- 
aen*s  widow,  who  taught  him  to  put  out  small  sums  at 
ten  per  cent,  and  brought  him  acquainted  with  jobbert 
in  Change-alley.  By  her  dexterity  he  sold  the  clerk- 
ship of  his  parish  when  it  became  vacant. 

He  kept  a  miserable  house,  but  the  blame  was  laid 
wholly  upon  madam;  for  the  good  doctor  was  al- 
ways at  his  books,  or  visiting  the  sick,  or  doing  other 
offices  of  charity  and  piety  in  his  parish. 

He  treated  all  his  inferiors  of  the  clergy  with  a  most 
sanctified  pride ;  was  rigorously  and  universally  ceoac^ 
rious  upon  all  his  brethren  of  the  gown,  on  their  first 
appearance  in  the  world,  or  while  they  continued 
meanly  preferred ;  but  gave  large  allowance  to  the 
laity  of  high  rank  or  great  riches,  using  neither  eyes 
nor  ears  for  their  faults :  he  was  never  sensible  of  the 
least  corruption  in  courts,  parliaments,  or  ministries, 
but  made  the  most  favourable  consfructioos  of  all 
public  proceedings ;  and  power  in  whatever  hands  or 
whatever  party,  was  always  secure  of  his  most  chari* 
table  opinion.  He  had  many  wholesome  maxims  ready 
to  excuse  all  miscarriages  of  state ;  men  are  but  men, 
enmt  vitia  dome  komintt  y  and  quod  ottpra  two,  nil  ad 
not  i  with  several  others  of  equal  weight. 

It  would  lengthen  my  paper  beyond  measure  to  trace 
out  the  whole  system  of  Lis  conduct ;  his  dreadful  ap- 
prehensions of  popery;  his  great  moderation  towards 
dissenters  of  all  denominations,  with  hearty  wishes  that, 
by  yielding  somewhat  on  both  sides,  there  might  be  a 
general  union  among  Protestants;  his  short,  inoflensive 
sermons  in  his  turns  at  court,  and  the  matter  exactly 
suited  to  the  present  juncture  of  prevailing  opinions ; 
the  arts  he  used  to  obtain  a  mitre,  by  writing  against 
Episcopacy ;  and  the  proofs  he  gave  of  his  loyalty,  by 
palliating  or  defending  the  murder  of  a  martyred 
prince. 

Endued  with  all  these  accomplishments,  we  leave 
him  in  the  full  career  of  success,  mounting  fast  toward 
the  top  of  the  ladder  ecclesiastical,  which  he  has  a  fair 
probability  to  reach  ;  without  the  merit  of  one  single 
virtue,  moderately  stocked  with  the  least  valuable  parts 
of  erudition,  utterly  devoid  of  all  taste,  judgment  or 
genius;  and,  in  bis  grandeur,  naturally  choosing  to 
haul  up  others  after  him  whose  accomplishments  most 
resembled  his  own,  except  his  beloved  sons,  nephews, 
or  other  kindred^  be  in  competition ;  or,  lastly,  except 
his  inclinations  be  diverted  by  those  who  have  power 
to  mortify  or  further  advance  him. 

Eugenic  set  out  from  the  same  university  and  about 
the  same  time  with  Corusodes;  he  had  the  reputation 
of  an  arch  lad  at  school,  and  was  unfortunately  pos- 
sessed with  a  talent  for  poetry ;  on  which  account  be 
received  many  chiding  letters  from  his  father  and  grave 
advice  from  his  tutor.  He  did  not  neglect  his  college 
learning,  bat  his  chief  study  was  the  authors  of  anti- 
quity, with  a  perfect  knowledge  in  the  Greek  and 
Roman  tongues.  He  could  never  procure  himself  to 
be  chosen  fellow ;  for  it  was  objected  against  him  that 
he  had  written  versss,  and  particularly  some  wherein 
he  glanced  at  a  certain  reverend  doctor  famous  for  dul- 
ness ;  that  he  had  been  seen  bowing  to  ladies  as  he  met 
them  in  the  street ;  and  it  was  proved  that  once  he  had 
been  found  dancing  in  a  private  family  with  half  a 
dozen  of  both  sexes. 

Ho  woo  the  younger  son  to  a  gentleman  of  good 
birth  bat  small  estate ;  and  his  fiUher  dying,  he  was 
driven  to  London  to  seek  his  fortune;  he  got  into 
ordeis,  and  became  reader  in  a  parish  church  at  20/. 
a-year;  was  carried  by  an  Oxford  friend  to  Will's 
ooJEfee-house,  frequented  in  diose  days  by  men  of  wit, 
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where  in  some  time  he  had  the  bad  luck  to  be  dis- 
tinguithed.  Hit  scanty  salary  compelled  him  to  run 
deep  in  debt  for  a  new  gown  and  cassock,  and  now  and 
then  forced  bim  to  write  some  paper  of  wit  or  humour, 
or  preach  a  sermon  fur  10«.  to  supply  his  necessities. 
He  was  a  thousand  times  recommended  by  his  poetical 
friends  to  great  persons  as  a  young  man  of  excellent 
parts  who  deserved  encouragement,  and  received  a 
thousand  promises;  but  his  modesty,  and  a  generous 
spirit,  which  disdained  the  sUvery  of  continual  appli- 
cation and  attendance,  always  disappointed  nim, 
making  room  for  vigilant  dunces,  who  were  sure  to  be 
never  out  of  sight. 

He  had  an  excellent  faculty  in  preaching,  if  he 
were  not  sometimes  a  little  too  refined,  and  apt  to 
trust  too  much  to  his  own  way  of  thinking  and  reason- 
ing. 

When,  upon  the  vacancy  of  a  preferment,  he  was 
hardly  drawn  to  attend  upon  some  promising  lord,  he 
received  the  usual  answer,  ^'  That  he  came  too  late, 
for  it  had  been  given  to  another  the  very  day  before." 
And  he  had  only  this  comfort  left,  that  everybody  said, 
**  It  was  a  thousand  pities  something  could  not  be  done 
for  poor  Mr.  Eugenio.'' 

The  remainder  of  his  story  will  be  despatched  in  a 
few  i^nrds :  wearied  with  weak  hopes  and  weaker  pur- 
suits, he  accepted  a  curacy  in  Derbyshire  of  30/. 
a-year,  and  when  he  was  45,  had  the  great  felicity  to 
be  preferred  by  a  friend  of  his  father's  to  a  vicarage 
worth  annually  60/.,  in  the  most  desert  parts  of  Lin- 
colnshire ;  where,  his  spirit  quite  sunk  with  those  re- 
flections that  solitude  and  disappointments  bring,  be 
married  a  farmer's  widow,  and  is  still  alive,  utterly 
undistinguished  and  forgotten ;  only  some  of  the 
neighbours  have  accidentally  heard  that  he  had  been 
a  notable  man  in  his  yo«th. 
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May  84. 17S6. 
I  HAVE  been  long  considering  and  conjecturing  what 
could  be  the  causes  of  that  great  disgust  of  late  against 
the  clergy  of  both  kingdoms,  beyond  what  was  ever 
known  till  that  monster  and  tyrant  Henry  VIII.,  who 
took  away  from  them,  against  law,  reason,  and  justice, 
at  least  two-thirds  of  their  legal  possessions ;  and  whose 
successors  (except  queen  Mary)  went  on  with  their 
rapine  till  me  accession  of  king  James  I.    That  detest- 
able tyrant  Henry  VIII.,  although  he  abolished  the 
pope's  power  in  England  as  universal  bishop,  yet  what 
he  did  in  that  article,  however  just  it  were  in  itself, 
was  the  mere  effect  of  his  irregular  appetite,  to  divorce 
himself  from  a  wife  he  was  weary  of,  for  a  younger 
and   more    beautiful    woman  whom    he    afterwards 
beheaded.     But,  at  the  same  time,  he  was  an  entire 
defender  of  all  the  popish  doctrines,  even  those  which 
were  the  most  absurd.     And  while  he  put  the  people 
to  death  for  denying  him  to  be  head  of  the  church,  be 
burned  every  offender  against  the  doctrines  of  the 
Roman  faith ;  and  cut  off  the  head  of  sir  Thomas  More, 
a   person  of  the  greatest  virtue   this  kingdom   ever 
produced,  for  not  directly  owning  him  to  be  bead  of 
the  church.     Among  all  the  princes  who  ever  reigned 
in  the  world,  there  was  never  so  infernal  a  beast  as 
Henry  VIII.,  in  every  vice  of  the  most  odious  kind, 
without  any  one  appearance  of  virtue :  but  cfuelty, 
lust,  rapine,  and  atheism,  were  his  peculiar  talents. 
He  rejected  the  power  of  the  pope  for  no  other  reason 
than  to  give  his  full  swing  to  commit  sacrilege,  in 
which  no  tyrant  since  Christianity  became  national 


did  ever  equal  him  by  many  degrees.  The  abbevr 
endowed  with  lands  by  the  mistaken  notion  of  well- 
disposed  men,  were  indeed  too  numerous  and  hurtfal 
to  the  kingdom ;  and  therefore  the  legislature  migbt, 
after  the  Reformation,  have  justly  applied  them  to  sonr 
pious  or  public  uses. 

In  a  very  few  centuries  after  Christianity  became 
national  in  most  parts  of  Europe,  although  the  chnirh 
of  Rome  had  already  introduced  many  coiruptiotM  in 
religion ;  yet  the  piety  of  early  Christians,  as  well  u 
•  the  new  converts,  was  so  great,  and  particularly  prineei, 
as  well  as  noblemen  and  other  wealthy  persons,  tbt 
they  built  many  religious  houses  for  those  who  vere 
inclined  to  live  in  a  recluse  or  solitary  manner,  endow- 
ing those  monasteries  with  land.  It  is  tnie  we  read 
of  monks  some  ages  before,  who  dwelt  in  caves  and 
cells  in  desert  places.  But  when  public  edifices  were 
erected  and  endowed,  they  b^gan  gradually  to  deg«ne 
rate  into  idleness,  ignorance,  avarice,  ambition,  and 
luxury,  after  the  usual  fate  of  all  human  institutioni. 
The  popes,  who  had  already  aggrandised  thenwelves. 
laid  hold  of  the  opportunity  to  subject  all  reiigioui 
houses,  with  their  priors  and  abbots,  to  their  pecolur 
authority ;  whereby  those  religious  orders  became  of 
an  interest  directly  different  from  the  rest  of  tnanklnd, 
and  wholly  at  the  pope's  devotion.  I  need  say  do  more 
on  this  article,  so  generally  known  and  so  frequently 
treated,  or  of  the  frequent  endeavours  of  some  otli« 
princes,  as  well  as  our  own,  to  check  the  growth,  aod 
wealth,  and  power,  of  the  regulars. 

In  later  times  tiiis  mistaken  piety  of  erecting  aod 
endowing  abbeys  began  to  decrease.  And  thereforr, 
when  some  new-invented  sects  of  monks  and  frian 
began  to  start  up,  not  being  able  to  procure  grants  </ 
land,  they  got  leave  irom  the  pope  to  appropriate  (he 
tithes  and  glebes  of  certain  parishes,  as  contiguous  a 
near  as  they  could  find,  obliging  themselves  to  send 
out  some  of  their  body  to  take  care  of  the  peoples 
souls ;  and  if  some  of  those  parishes  were  at  too  gnat 
a  distance  from  the  abbey,  the  monks  appointed  ta 
attend  them  were  paid  for  the  cur«  either  a  «mall 
stipend  of  a  determined  sum,  or  sometimes  a  third 
part,  or  what  are  now  called  the  vicarial  tithes. 

Am  to  the  church*lands,  it  hath  been  the  opinion  vf 
many  writers  that  in  England  they  amounted  to  a 
third  part  of  the  whole  kingdom.  And  therefore,  i^ 
that  wicked  prince  above  mentioned,  when  he  had  ca5t 
off  the  pope^s  power,  had  introduced  some  refonnatioa 
in  religion,  he  could  not  have  been  blamed  for  takii*^ 
away  the  abbey-lands  by  authority  of  parliament 
But,  when  he  continued  the  most  cruel  persecntion  of 
all  those  who  differed  in  the  least  article  of  the  ^^^ 
religion,  which  was  then  the  national  and  establish 
faith,  his  seising  on  those  lands,  and  applying  them  to 
profane  uses,  was  absolute  sacrilege  in  the  stronfesi 
sense  of  the  word ;  having  been  bequeathed  by  prince^ 
and  pious  men  to  sacred  uses. 

In  the  reign  of  this  prince  the  church  and  court  o( 
Rome  had  arrived  to  such  a  height  of  corruption  in 
doctrine  and  discipline  as  gave  great  offence  to  many 
wise,  learned,  and  pious  men,  trough  most  parts  of 
Europe ;  and  several  countries  agreed  to  make  some 
reformation  in  religion.  But  although  a  proper  and 
just  reformation  were  allowed  to  be  necessary,  even  t» 
preserve  Christianity  itself,  yet  the  passions  and  viee^ 
of  men  had  mingled  themselves  so  far  as  to  pervert  and 
confound  all  the  good  endeavours  of  those  who  in- 
tended well :  and  Uius  the  reformation,  in  every  coun* 
try  where  it  was  attempted,  was  carried  on  in  the  mo^ 
impious  and  scandalous  manner  that  can  possiblv  l>^ 
conceived.  To  which  unhappy  proceedings  we  owe  ail 
the  just  reproaches  that  Roman  Catholics  have  cast 
upon  us  ever  since.  For  when  the  northern  kingdom* 
and  states  grew  weary  of  the  pope's  tyranny,  nod  when 
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their  (Richaiy  beguming  witii  the  ■candaloui  aboiet 

of  indnlgfficei,  and   proceeding  further  to  examine 

■evenl  pmnti  of  faith,  had  credit  enough  with  their 

priocei,  vho  vere  in  some  fear  left  mich  a  change 

Diifbt  alTect  the  peace  of  their  countriea,  because  their 

biiiopi  had  gieat  mfluence  on  the  people  by  their  wealth 

ud  power;  thew  politic  teachers  had  a  ready  answer 

to  this  purpose :  **  Sir,  your  majesty  need  not  be  in 

iDr  pain  or  ^prehension :  take  away  the  lands,  and 

•ink  the  aatfaority  of  the  bishop :  bestow  those  lands 

on  yooi  courtiers,  oa  your  nobles,  and  on  your  great 

officen  in  your  army ;  and  then  you  will  be  secure  of 

thepeode.*^    This  advice  was  exactly  followed.   And 

in  the  Protestant  monarchies  abroad  little  more  than 

the  ifaadow  of  Episcopacy  is  left ;  but  in  the  republics 

it  ii  vhoUy  extinct. 

la  England,  the  reformation  was.  brought  in  after  a 
Nnewhat  differoit  manner,  but  upon  the  same  prin- 
ciple of  robbing  the  church.  Howerer,  Henry  VIII., 
vith  great  dexterity,  discovered  an  invention  to  gratify 
hb  iontiable  thirst  for  blood  on  both  religions.  *  *  *  * 

THE  SENTIMENTS 

or  A 

CHURCH-OF-ENGLAND  MAN 

WiUi  retpeet  to  Religion  and  Oovsmment. 
WBITTBN  IN  THE  YEAR  1708. 

Di.  SvTTT  wrote  this  treatiie  in  the  quality  of  a  moderfttor  be- 
tvfs  Um  two  partia  that  then  divided  the  nation,  beeauie  he 
««ld  Bot  MMribly  think  ao  well  or  ill  of  either  party  as  they 
*iM^  eMleaToar  to  'penRiade  the  world  of  each  other  and  of 
t^vatelTft.  For  iaslwiee.  he  did  "not  charge  it  upon  the 
Ix^y  of  the  Whis  or  the  Tories  that  their  ■evenil  pnnciple* 
M  tkcn  to  introdaee  presbytery  and  the  religion  of  the  chnrch 
of  IUnbc,  or  a  comnumwealth  and  arbitnry  power."  Aa  for 
iuaiPlI,  he  ttyi,  "  I  believe  I  am  no  bigot  in  nUgion ;  and 
I  am  nze  I  am  noiHr  in  government  I  conveF«e  in  full  free- 
A«  with  many  eonatdevable  men  of  both  paxtiea;  and  if  not 
a  eqtul  number  it  bt  purely  accidental  ana  personal,  aa  hap- 
F^taf  to  be  near  the  eoort.  and  to  have  made  aeauaintanoe 
amaon  under  one  ministry  than  another.' '—This  appears 
b  be  IS  apology  for  the  Toriiss,  and  a  JostiAcation  of  them 
VDint  Ihe  ni-fspresentationa  of  the  Whigs,  who  were  then  in 
tt*  mmtrj,  and  need  every  artUoe  to  perpetaate  th^  power. 
Mr.  Harioy,  afterwards  lord  Osford,  had.  oy  the  infioenoe  of 
ta^  ^ik«  it  ICarlboroagh  and  lord-treasurer  Oodolphin,  been 
lurir  RBowd  Arom  hk  post  of  principal  secretary  of  atate ; 
■*Ei  Mi.  Si.  John,  afterwards  lorn  BoUngbroke.  rnigned  his 
^*«  «f  •eottary-at-war.  and  air  Simon  Harooart  that  of  at- 
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^Botrn  has  examined  ^  conduct  and  proceedings 
^botli  psrties  for  some  yean  part,  whether  m  or  out  of 
piwcr.  cannot  well  conceive  it  possible  to  go  far  toward 
^  cxtrones  of  either  without  offering  some  Tiolence 
*<>  bu  integrity  or  undftstanding.  A  wise  and  a  good 
Ban  may  indeed  be  sometimes  induced  to  comply  with 
a  b  inber  whoee  opinion  he  generally  approves,  though 
'<  ^  perhaps  against  his  own.  But  this  liberty  shorrld 
W  made  use  ^  upon  very  few  occasions,  and  those  of 
■nail  impoftanoe,  and  then  only  with  a  view  at  bring- 
u>i;  orv  his  own  side  another  time  to  something  of 
f*^^  sod  more  public  moment.  But  to  sacrifice  the 
a»tK««»cy  of  a  friend,  the  good  of  our  country,  or  our 
CTB  comcience,  to  the  humour,  or  psssion,  or  interest 
"f  » {vty,  pUinly  shows  thai  either  our  heads  or  our 
^'^  are  not  as  they  shoidd  be :  yet  this  very  prac- 
^  ii  die  fundamental  law  of  each  faction  among  us, 
^  may  be  obvious  to  any  who  will  impartially  and 
«>tliout  engagement  be  at  the  pains  to  examine  their 
•ctjom,  which,  however,  is  not  so  easy  a  task :  for  it 
>tcnift  a  principle  in  human  nature  to  incline  one  way 
"■'^  than  another,  even  in  matters  where  we  are 
wholly  oaconcemeo.  And  it  is  a  common  observa- 
•^Thii  tract  b  wriHen  with  great  eoolneaa,  moderation, 
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tion  that  in  reading  a  history  of  &cts  done  a  thousand 
years  ago,  or  standing  by  at  play  among  those  who  are 
perfect  strangers  to  us,  we  are  apt  to  find  our  hopes 
and  wishes  engaged  on  a  sudden  in  favour  of  one  side 
more  than  another.  No  wonder  then  that  we  are  all 
so  ready  to  interest  ourselves  in  the  course  of  public 
affairs,  where  the  most  inconsiderable  have  some  real 
duue,  and,  by  the  wonderful  importance  which  every 
man  is  of  to  himself,  a  very  great  imaginary  one. 

And,  indeed,  when  the  two  parties  that  divide  the 
whole  commonwealth  come  once  to  a  rupture,  without 
any  hopes  left  of  forming  a  third  with  better  principles 
to  balance  the  others,  it  seems  every  man  s  duty  to 
choose;  one  of  the  two  sides,  though  he  cannot  entirely 
approve  of  either ;  and  all  pretences  to  neutrality  are 
justiy  exploded  by  both,  being  too  stale  and  obvious^ 
only  intending  the  safety  and  ease  of  a  few  indi- 
viduals, while  the  public  is  embroiled.  This  was  the 
opinion  and  practice  of  the  latter  Cato,  whom  I  esteem 
to  have  been  the  wisest  and  best  of  all  the  Romans. 
But  before  things  proceed  to  open  violence,  the  truest 
service  a  private  man  may  hope  to  do; his  country  is^ 
by  nnbiassing  his  mind  as  much  as  possible,  and  tiien 
endeavouring  to  moderate  between  the  rival  powers ; 
which  must  needs  be  owned  a  fair  proceeding  with  the 
world,  because  it  is,  of  all  others,  the  least  consistent 
with  the  common  desi^  of  making  a  fortune  by  the 
meriti  of  an  opnion.  • 

I  have  gone  as  far  as  I  am  able  in  qualifymg  myself 
to  be  such  a  moderator  :  I  believe  I  am  no  bigot  in 
religion,  and  I  am  sure  1  am  none  in  government 
I  convecBe  in  flill  freedom  witii  many  considerable 
men  of  both  parties ;  and  if  not  in  eoual  number  it  is 
purely  accidental  and  personal,  as  happening  to  be 
near  the  court,  and  to  have  made  acquaintance  there, 
more  tmder  one  ministry  than  another.  Then,  I  am 
not  under  the  necessity  of  declaring  myself  by  the 

rtpect  of  an  employment.  And,  lastiy,  if  all  this 
not  suflScient,  I  industriously  conceal  my  name, 
which  wholly  exempts  me  from  any  hopes  and  fears 
in  delivering  my  opmion. 

In  consequence  of  this  free  use  of  my  reason,  I  can- 
not possibly  think  so  well  or  so  ill.  of  either  party  as 
they  would  endeavotur  to  persuade  (he  world  of  each 
other  and  of  themselves.  For  instance ;  I  do  not  charge 
it  upon  the  body  of  the  Whigs  or  the  Tories  that  their 
sevoral  principles  lead  them  to  introduce  Presbytery 
and  the  religion  of  the  church  of  Rome,  or  a  common- 
wealth and  arbitrary  power.  For  why  should  any 
party  be  accused  of  a  principle  which  they  solemnly 
disown  and  protest  against?  But  to  this  they  have  a 
mutual  answer  ready  :  they  both  assure  us  that  tlieir 
adversaries  are  not  to  be  believed ;  that  they  disown 
their  principles  out  of  fear,  which  are  manifest  enough 
when  we  examine  their  practices.  To  prove  this,  they 
will  produce  instances,  on  one  side,  either  of  avowed 
presbyterians,  or  persons  of  libertine  and  atheistical 
tenets ;  and  on  the  other,  of  professed  papists^  or  such 
as  are  openly  in  tibe  interest  of  the  abdicated  fi&mily. 
Now  it  is  very  natural  for  all  subordinate  secti  and 
denominations  in  a  state  to  side  wiUi  some  general 
party,  and  to  choose  that  which  they  find  to  agree  with 
themselves  in  some  general  principle.  Thus,  at  the  re- 
storation, the  Presbyterians,  Anabaptists,  Independents, 
and  other  sects,  did  all,  with  very  good  reason,  imite 
and  solder  up  their  several  schemes  to  join  against  the 
church ;  who,  without  regard  to  their  distinctions, 
treated  them  all  as  equal  adversaries.  Thus,  our 
present  dissenters  do  very  naturally  close  in  with  the 
Whigs,  who  profess  moderation,  declare  they  abhor  all 
thoughts  of  persecution,  and  think  it  hard  that  those 
who  differ  oiuy  in  a  few  ceremonies  and  speculations 

(should  be  denied  the  privilege  and  profit  of  serving 
their  country  in  the  highest  employments  of  state. 
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Thus,  the  tttheitto,  libertines,  despisen  of  religion  and 
revelation  in  general,  that  it  to  lay,  a]l  thote  wlio 
tifoally  pan  under  the  name  of  frvethtukers,  do  pro- 
perly join  with  the  tame  body :  became  they  likewise 
preach  up  moderation,  and  are  not  ao  oveniice  to  dis- 
tinguish betwe<>n  an  unlimited  liberty  of  conscience 
and  an  unlimited  freedom  of  opinion.  Then,  on  the 
other  side,  the  professed  firmneas  of  the  Tories  for 
episcopacy,  as  an  apostolical  institution ;  their  aversion 
to  those  sects  who  lie  under  tlie  reproach  of  having 
once  destroyed  their  constitution,  and  who,  they 
imagine,  by  too  indiscreet  a  zeal  for  reformation,  have 
defaced  the  primitive  model  of  the  church ;  next,  their 
veneration  for  monarchical  government  in  die  common 
course  of  succession,  and  their  hatred  to  republican 
•chemes  :  these,  I  say,  are  principles  which  not  only 
the  nonjuring  zealots  profess,  but  even  papists  them- 
ielves  fall  readily  in  with.  And  every  extreme  here 
mentioned  flings  a  general  scandal  upon  the  whole 
body  it  pretends  to  adhere  to. 

But  surely  no  man  whatsoever  ought,  in  justice  or 
good  manners,  to  be  charged  with  principles  he  actually 
disowns,  unless  his  practices  do  openly,  and  without 
the  least  room  for  doubt,  contradict  his  profession; 
not  upon  small  surmises,  or  because  he  has  the  misfor- 
tune to  have  ill  men  sometimes  agree  with  him  in  a  few 
general  sentiments.  However,  though  the  extremes  of 
Whig  and  Tory  seem,  with  little  justice,  to  have  drawn 
religion  into  their  controversies,  wherein  they  have 
small  concern,  yet  they  both  have  borrowed  one  lead- 
ing principle  from  the  abuse  of  it :  which  is,  to  have 
built  their  several  systems  of  political  faith,  not  upon 
inquiries  alter  truth,  but  upon  oppoeition  to  each 
other,  upon  injurious  appellations,  coarging  their  ad* 
versaries  with  horrid  opinions,  and  then  reproaching 
them  for  the  want  of  charity ;  ei  neuter /alto. 

In  order  to  remove  these  prejudices,  1  have  thought 
nothing  could  foe  more  effectual  than  to  describe  the 
sentiments  of  a  church^of-England  man  with  respect 
to  religion  and  government  This  I  shall  endeavour 
to  do  in  such  a  manner  as  may  not  be  liable  to  the 
least  objection  from  either  party,  and  which  I  am  con- 
fident would  be  assoited  to  by  great  numbers  in  both, 
if  they  were  not  misled  to  those  mutual  misrepresenta* 
tions  by  such  motives  as  they  would  be  ashamed 
to  own. 

I  shall  begin  with  religion. 

And  here,  though  it  makes  an  odd  sound,  yet  it  is 
necessary  to  say  that  whoever  professes  himself  a 
member  of  tiie  church  of  England  ought  to  believe  a 
God  and  his  providence,  together  with  revealed  re- 
ligion and  the  divinity  of  Christ.  For  beside  those 
many  thousands  who  (to  speak  in  the  phrase  of  di- 
vines) do  practically  deny  all  this  by  the  immorality 
of  their  lives,  there  is  no  small  number  who,  in  their 
conversation  and  writings,  directly  or  by  consequence.  | 
endeavour  to  overthrow  it ;  yet  all  these  place  them- 
selves in  the  list  of  the  national  church,  though  at  the 
same  time  (as  it  is  highly  reasonable)  they  are  great 
sticklers  for  liberty  of  conscience. 

To  enter  upon  particulars:  a  church'of-England 
man  has  a  true  veneration  for  the  scheme  established 
among  us  of  ecclesiastic  government ;  and  though  he 
will  not  determine  whether  episcopacy  be  of  divine 
right,  he  is  sure  it  is  most  agreeable  to  primitive  in- 
stitution, fittest  of  all  others  for  preserving  order  and 
purity,  and,  under  its  present  regulations,  best  calcu- 
lated for  our  civil  state  :  lie  should  therefore  think  the 
abolishment  of  that  order  among  us  would  prove  a 
mighty  scandal  and  corruption  to  our  faith,  and  mani- 
festly dangerous  to  our  monarchy  ;  nay,  he  would  de- 
fend it  by  arms  against  all  the  powers  on  earth,  except 
our  own  legislature;  in  which  case  he  would  submit, 
«i  to  a  genertl  calamity,  a  dearth,  or  a  pestilence. 


As  to  rites  and   ceremonies  and  forms  of  prayer, 
he  allows  there  might  be  some  useful  alterations,  aud 
more  which,  in  the  prospect  of  uniting  Christians,  might 
be  very  supportable,  as  things  declared  in  their  uwo 
nature  indifferent ;  to  which  he  therefore  would  readily 
comply,  if  the  clergy,  or  (though  this  be  not  so  f&ir  s 
method)  if  the  legislature  should  direct :  yet,  at  the 
same  time,  he  cannot  altogether  blame  tlie  former  for 
their  unwillingness  to  consent  to  any  alteration  ;  which, 
besides  the  trouble,  aud  perhaps  disgrace,  would  cer- 
tainly never  produce  the  good  effects  intended  by  it. 
The  only  condition  that  could  make  it  prudent  and    ; 
just  for  the  clergy  to  comply  in  altering  the  ceremonial, 
or  any  other  indifferent  ])art,  would  be  a  firm  resolutioa 
in  the  legislature  to  interpose,  by  some  strict  aiid  e flec- 
tual  laws,  to  prevent  the  rising  and  spreading  of  new 
sects,  how  plausible  soever,  for  the  future ;    else  there    | 
must  never  be  an  end  :  and  it  would  be  to  act  \\V«  i    i 
man  who  should  pull  down  and  change  the  omamebti 
of  his  house,  in  compliance  to  every  one  who  was  di«-    | 
posed  to  find  fault  as  be  passed  by ;  which,  besides  tbf    | 
perpetual  trouble  and  expense,  would  very  much  da- 
mage,  and   perhaps  in  time   destroy,   the    building. 
Sects  hi  a  state  seem  only  tolerated  with  any  reasun 
because  they  are  already  spread ;  and  because  it  woaU 
not  be  agreeable  witli  so  mild  a  government,  or  $0 
pure  a  religion  as  ours,  to  use  violent  methods  againit 
great  numbers  of  mistaken  people,  while  they  do  not 
manifestly  endanger  the  constitution  of  either.     But 
the  greatest  advocates  for  general  liberty  of  cunscieuc* 
will  allow  tliat  they  ought  to  be  checked  in  their  Vr- 
ginnings,  if  they  wUl  allow  them  to  be  an  evil  at  all;  ! 
or,  which  is  the  same  thing,  if  they  will  only  grant  it  j 
were  better  for  the  peace  of  the  state  that  lltere  shoald  , 
be  none.     But  while  the  clergy  consider  the  natiirJ  '. 
tem|ier  of  mankind  in  general,  or  of  our  owu  couutry  j 
in  particular,  what  assurances  can  they  have  that  any  1 
compliances  they  shall  make  will  remove  the  evil  of  ! 
dissension,  while  the  liberty  still  continues  of  profestlug  ' 
whatever  new  opinion  we  please  ?     Or  how  can  it  br  | 
imagined,  that  the  body  of  dissenting   teachera,  11 W  , 
must  be  all  undone  by  such  a  revolution,  will  not  r<i>t  j 
about  for  some  new  objections  to  withhold  their  flcrli, 
and  draw  in  fresh  proselytes,  by  some  further  iunova- 
tions  or  refinements? 

Upon  these  reasons  he  is  for  tolerating  such  differrrit 
forms  in  religious  worship  as  are  already  adxuirt<-d, 
but  by  no  means  for  leaving  it  in  the  power  of  thi'sr 
.  who  are  tolerated  to  advance  their  own  mmlels  ujk>b 
the  ruin  of  what  is  already  established ;  which  it  if 
natural  for  all  sects  to  desire,  and  which  they  caunot 
be  justified  by  any  consistent  principles  if  tliey  do  uot 
endeavour;  and  yet,  which  ttiey  cannot  succeed  ia 
without  the  utmost  danger  to  the  public  peace. 

To  prevent  these  inconveniences,  he  thinks  it  higitly 
just  tliat  all  rewards  of  trust,  profit,  or  dignity,  whirb 
the  state  leaves  in  tlie  disposal  of  the  adroiiiistralii'SH 
should  be  given  only  to  tliose  whose  principles  dii^it 
them  to  preserve  the  constitution  in  all  its  parts,  la 
the  late  affair  of  occasional  conformity,  the  gexKTad 
argument  of  those  who  were  against  it  was,  not  to  dmy 
it  an  evil  in  itself,  but  that  the  remedy  proposed  w  osi 
violent,  untimely,  and  improper ;  which  Is  the  hislutpi 
of  Salisbury's  opinion  in  the  speech  he  made  aud  puKn 
lished  against  the  bill :  but  however  just  tlieir  fear*  ot 
complaints  might  have  been  upon  that  score,  lie  thiukii 
it  a  little  too  gross  and  precipitate  to  employ  tltcii 
writers  already  in  arguments  for  repealing  the  sacrai 
mental  test,  upon  no  wiser  maxim  tlian  that  uo  txkoju 
should  on  the  account  of  conscience  be  deprived  th^ 
liberty  of  serving  his  country;  a  topic  whicn  may  k-i 
equally  applied  to  admit  Papists,  Atheists,  Mabonuti 
ans,  Heathens,  and  Jews.  If  the  church  wants  meut  \  >^ri 
of  its  own  to  employ  in  the  service  of  the  public,  or  be  m{ 
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i]iiha|i|nlj  eontriTcd  as  to  ezdode  from  its  commu* 
nioai  nch  penoni  who  are  likelieit  to  hare  great  abi- 
lities it  if  time  it  should  be  altered,  and  reduced  into 
lomfmoR  perfect,  or  at  least  more  popular  form  :  but 
in  the  ocsn  while,  it  is  not  altogether  improbable,  that 
wba  tfao«  who  dislike  the  constitutiim  are  so  very 
ttilotts  in  their  oflers  for  the  serrice  of  their  country, 
ihty  ire  not  wholly  unmindful  of  tlieir  party  or  of 
(li«ayeJ?ei. 

Tbe  Dutch,  whose  practice  ia  so  oi^en  quoted  to 

prove  sod  celebrate  the  great  advantages  of  a  general 

libertf  of  conscience,  have  yet  a  national  religion  pro- 

f(«d  bj  ill  who  bear  office  among  them :  but  why 

ihould  they  be  a  precedent  for  us  either  in  religion  or 

^amaent  ?    our  country  differs  from  theirs,  as  well 

in  litustioQ,  soil,  and  productions  of  nature,  as  in  the 

Rcitioi  snd  complexion  of  inhabitants.     They  are  a 

ooamouveolth  founded  on  a  sudden,  by  a  desperate 

Attempt  in  1  desperate  condition,  not  formed  or  digested 

tiito  s  regular  system  by  mature  thought  and  reason, 

bat  baddled  up  under  the  pressure  of  sudden  exi- 

irvncia;  calculated  for  no  long  duration,  and  hitherto 

rahiistio;  by  accident,  in  the  midst  of  contending 

poven,  who  cannot  yet  agree  about  sharing  it  among 

>bnL    These  difficulties  do  indeed  preserve  them  from 

SBT  ^Tcat  corruptioni,  which  their  crazy  constitution 

vmikt  extremely  subject  them  to  in  a  long  peace. 

Tbit  ccnflucnce  of  people,  in  a  persecuting  ag«^  to  a 

pl^  of  refuge  nearest  at  hand,  put  them  upon  the  ne- 

f*^itj  of  trade,  to  which  they  wisely  gave  ul  ease  and 

^•courageimQt:  and  if  we  could  think  fit  to  imitate 

1^  io  tliis  last  particular,  there  would  need  no  more 

tp  inrite  foreigners  among  us ;  wbo  seem  to  think  no  fur- 

^  than  bow  to  secure  their  property  and  conscience, 

vithnut  projecting  any  share  in  ihat  government  which 

fivH  them  protection,  or  calling  it  persecution  if  it  be 

(iniicil  them.     But,  I  speak  it  for  the  honour  of  our 

t'lolDiitrstion,  although  our  sects  are  not  so  numerous 

«  dM^  m  Holland,  which  I  presume  is  not  our  fault, 

*^  1  hope  is  not  our  misfortune,  we  much  excel  them, 

•a*!  al)  Christendom  besides,   in   our  indulgence  to 

t^»iev  consciences.     One  single  compliance  with  the 

i^ionsl  ibrm  of  receiving  the  sacrament  is  all  we  re* 

^aijv  to  qualify  any  sectary  among  us  for  the  greatest 

^ptoyncnts  in  the  state,  after  which  he  is  at  liberty 

^A  r^uin  bii  own  assemblies  for  tlie  rest  of  his  life. 

w<i<i««,  I  will  suppose  any  of  the  numerous  sects  in 

HoILuk!  to  have  so  far  prevailed  as  to  have  raised  a 

ciTil  war,  destroyed  their  government  and  religion,  and 

put  their  administraton  to  death  ;   after  whidi,  I  will 

^n>^»e  the  people  to  have  recoverad  all  again,  and  to 

hA'«  tettled  on  their  old  foundation.     Then  I  would 

P^*  A  ^trj  whether  that  sect  which  was  the  unhappy 

'iMtrniMnt  of  all  this  confusion  could  reasonably  ex- 

P^  to  be  entrusted  for  the  future  with  the  greatest 

'^oTiDpQti,  or  indeed  to  be  hardly  tolerated  among 

To  go  on  with  the  sentiments  of  a  church-of-£ngland 
'^  '•  he  does  not  see  how  that  mighty  paasion  for  the 
fonnk,  which  some  men  pretend  can  well  consist  with 
||nw  indignities,  and  that  contempt  they  bestow  on 
*f  pmotis  of  the  clergy.  It  is  a  strange  mark  whereby 
|><iiitinguiah  high-churcb-men,  that  they  are  such  who 
uigioe  the  clergy  can  never  be  too  low.  He  thinks 
'^«  auxim  these  geotlemeo  are  so  Ibnd  of,  that  they 
Kt  far  an  humble  cleivy,  is  a  very  good  one :  and  ao 
*be,  and  for  an  humble  laity  too,  since  humility  is  a 
virtue  that  perhaps  equally  befits  and   adorns  every 

But  then,  if  Ae  scribblers  on  the  other  side  freely 
•f  ak  the  lentimenla  of  their  party,  a  divine  of  the 
f^^ornh  of  England  cannot  look  for  much  better  quarter 
V^^-  You  shall  observe  nothing  more  frequent  in 
"«»  weekly  papers  than  a  way  of  affecting  to  con- 


found the  terms  of  clergy  and  high  church,  of  apply- 
ing both  indifferently,  and  then  loading  the  latter  with 
all  the  calumny  diey  can  invent.  They  will  tell  you 
they  honour  a  clergyman ;  but  talk  at  the  same  time 
as  if  there  were  not  fhree  in  the  kingdom  who  could 
fall  in  with  their  defiin'tion.  After  the  like  manner 
they  insult  the  universities,  as  poisoned  fountains  and 
corrupters  of  youth. 

Now  it  seems  clear  to  me  that  the  Whigs  might 
easily  have  procured  and  maintained  a  majority  among 
the  clergy,  and  perhaps  in  the  universities,  if  they  had 
not  too  much  encouraged  or  connived  at  this  intem- 
perance of  speech  and  virulence  of  pen  in  the  worst 
and  most  prostitute  of  their  party ;  among  whom  there 
has  been  for  some  years  past  such  a  perpetual  clamour 
against  the  ambition,  the  implacable  temper,  and  the 
covetousness  of  the  priesthood;  such  a  cant  of  high 
church,  and  persecution,  and  being  priestridden;  so 
many  reproacnes  about  narrow  principles  or  terms  of 
communion ;  then  such  scandalous  reflections  on  tiie 
universities  for  infecting  the  youth  of  the  nation  with 
arbitrary  and  Jacobite  principles,  that  it  was  natural 
for  those  who  had  the  care  of  religion  and  education  to 
apprehend  some  general  design  of  altering  the  con- 
stitution of  both.  And  all  this  was  the  more  extra- 
ordinary because  it  could  not  easily  be  forgot  that 
whatever  opposition  was  made  to  the  usurpations  of 
king  James  proceeded  altogether  from  the  church  of 
England,  and  chiefly  from  the  clergy  and  one  of  the 
universities.  For,  if  it  were  of  any  use  to  recall  matten 
of  fact,  what  is  more  notorious  than  that  prince's  ap- 
plying himself  first  to  the  church  of  England  f  and 
upon  their  refusal  to  fall  in  with  his  measures,  making 
the  like  advances  to  the  dissenters  of  all  kinds,  who 
readily  and  almost  universally  complied  with  him, 
affecting,  in  their  numerous  addresses  and  pamphlets, 
the  style  of  our  brethren  the  Roman  Catholics ;  whose 
interests  they  put  on  the  same  foot  with  their  own ;  and 
some  of  Cromwell's  officers  took  posts  in  the  army 
raised  against  the  Prince  of  Orange.  These  proceed- 
ings of  theirs  they  can  only  extenuate  by  urging  the 
provocations  they  had  met  from  the  church  in  king 
Charles's  reign ;  which,  though  perhaps  excusable  upon 
the  score  of  human  inth-mity,  are  not  by  any  means  a 
plea  of  merit  equal  to  the  constancy  and  suflerings  of 
the  bishops  anct  clei^y,  or  of  the  head  and  fellows  of 
Magdalen  College,  that  fimiisfaed  the  prince  of  Orange'* 
declaration  with  such  powerful  arguments  to  justify 
and  promote  the  revolution. 

Therefore  a  church-of*  England  man  abhors  the 
humour  of  the  age  in  delighting  to  fling  scandals  upon 
tlie  clergy  in  general ;  which,  besides  the  disgrace  to 
the  Reformation  and  to  religion  itself,  cast  an  ignominy 
upon  the  kingdom  that  it  does  not  deserve.  We  have 
no  better  materials  to  compound  tlie  priesthood  of  than 
the  mass  of  mankind  which,  corrupted  as  it  is,  those 
who  receive  orders  miist  have  some  vices  to  leave  behind 
them  when  they  enter  into  the  church ;  and  if  a  few 
do  still  adhere  it  is  no  wonder,  but  rather  a  gveat  one 
that  they  are  no  worse.  Therefore  he  caimot  think 
ambition  or  love  of  power  more  justly  laid  to  their 
charge  than  to  other  men's ;  because  that  would  be  to 
make  religion  itself,  or  at  least  the  best  constitution  of 
church  government,  answerable  for  the  errors  and  de- 
pravity of  human  nature. 

Within  these  last  two  hundred  years  all  sorts  of 
temporal  power  have  been  wrested  from  the  clergy  and 
much  of  their  ecclesiastic,  the  reason  or  justice  of  which 
proceeding  I  shall  not  examine ;  but  tint  Ihe  remedies 
were  a  little  too  violent,  with  respect  to  their  possessions, 
the  legislature  has  lately  confessed  by  the  remission  of 
their  first  fruits.  Neither  do  the  common  libellers  deny 
this,  who  in  their  invectives  only  tax  the  church  r' 
an  insatiable  desire  of   power  and  wealth  (eqi 
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common  to  all  bodiei  of  men  as  well  as  individuals), 
but  thank  God  that  the  laws  have  deprived  them  of 
both.  However,  it  is  worth  observing  the  iustice  of 
parties  ;  the  sects  among  us  are  apt  to  complain,  and 
think  it  hard  usage  to  be  reproached  now  after  fifty 
years  for  overturning  the  state,  for  the  murder  of  a  king, 
and  the  indignity  of  a  usurpation ;  yet  these  very  men 
and  their  partisans  are  continusJly  reproaching  the 
clergy,  and  laying  to  their  charge,  the  pride,  the  avarice, 
the  Iflxury,  the  ignorance  and  superstition  of  popish 
times  for  a  thousand  years  past. 

He  thinks  it  a  scandal  to  government  that  such  an 
unlimited  liberty  should  be  allowed  of  publishing  books 
against  those  doctrines  in  religion  wherein  all  Chris- 
tians have  agreed;  much  more  to  connive  at  such  tracts 
as  reject  all  revelation,  and  by  their  consec^uences  often 
deny  the  very  being  of  a  God.  Surely  it  is  not  a  suffi- 
cient atonement  for  the  writers  that  they  profess  much 
loyalty  to  the  {wesent  government,  and  sprinkle  up  and 
down  some  arguments  in  favour  of  the  dissenters ;  that 
they  dispute  as  strenuously  as  they  can  for  liberty  of 
conscience,  and  inveigh  largely  against  all  ecclesiastics 
under  the  name  of  high  church ;  and,  in  short,  under 
the  shelter  of  some  popular  principles  in  politics  and 
religion,  undermine  the  foundations  of  all  piety  and 
virtue. 

As  he  does  not  reckon  every  schism  of  that  damnable 
nature  which  some  would  represent,  so  he  is  very  far 
tmm  closing  with  the  new  opinion  of  those  who  would 
make  it  no  crime  at  all ;  and  argue  at  a  wild  rate  that 
God  Almighty  is  delighted  with  the  variety  of  faith 
and  worship,  as  he  is  with  the  varieties  of  nature.  To 
such  absurdities  are  men  carried  by  the  affectation  of 
freethinking  and  removing  the  prejudices  of  education ; 
under  which  head  they  hiave  for  some  time  begun  to 
list  morality  and  religion.  It  is  certain  that,  before 
Che  rebellion  in  1643,  though  the  number  of  puritans 
(as  they  were  then  called)  was  as  great  as  it  is  with  us, 
and  though  they  affected  to  follow  pastors  of  tiiat  de- 
no;nination,  yet  those  pastors  had  episcopal  ordination, 
possessed  preferments  in  the  church,  and  were  some- 
times promoted  to  bishoprics  themselves.  But  a  breach 
in  the  general  form  of  worship  was  in  those  days 
reckoned  so  dangerous  and  sinful  in  itself,  and  so 
offensive  to  Roman  catholics  at  home  and  abroad,  that 
it  was  too  unpopular  to  be  attempted ;  neither,  I  be- 
lieve, was  the  expedient  then  found  out  of  maintaining 
separate  pastors  out  of  private  purses. 

When  a  schism  is  once  spread  in  a  nation,  there 
grows  at  length  a  dispute  which  are  the  schismatics. 
Without  entering  on  the  arguments  used  by  both  sides 
among  us  to  fix  the  guilt  on  each  other,  it  is  certain 
that,  in  the  sense  of  the  law,  the  schism  lies  on  that  side 
which  opposes'^itself  to  the  religion  of  the  state.  I  leave 
it  among  the  divines  to  dilate  upon  the  danger  of  schism 
as  a  spiritual  evil ;  but  I  would  consider  it  only  as  a 
tempond  one.  And  I  think  it  clear  that  any  great  se- 
paration from  the  established  worship,  though  to  a  new 
one  that  is  more  pure  and  perfect,  may  be  an  occasion 
of  endangering  the  public  peace ;  because  it  will  com- 
pose a  body  always  in  reserve,  prepared  to  follow  any 
discontented  heads,  upon  the  plausible  pretext  of  ad- 
vancing true  religion,  and  opposing  error,  superstition, 
or  idolatrv.  For  this  reason  Plato  lays  it  down  as  a 
maxim,  that  men  ought  to  worship  the  gods  according 
to  the  laws  of  the  country ;  and  he  introduces  Socrates, 
in  his  last  discourse,  utterly  disowning  the  crime  laid 
to  his  charge,  of  teaching  new  divinities  or  methods  of 
worship.  Thus  the  poor  Huguenots  of  France  were  en- 
gaged tn  a  civil  war  by  the  specious  pretences  of  some 
who,  under  the  guise  of  religion,  sacrificed  so  many 
thousand  lives  to  their  own  ambition  and  revenge.  Thus 
was  the  whole  body  of  puritans  in  England  drawn  to 
be  instruments  or  abettors  of  all  manner  of  villany,  by 


the  artifices  of  a  few  men,  whose  designs  from  the  firat 
were  levelled  to  destroy  the  constitution  both  of  religion 
and  government.  And  thus,  even  in  Holland  itself, 
where  it  is  pretended  that  the  variety  of  sects  live  » 
amicably  together  and  in  such  perfect  obedience  to  the 
magistrate,  it  is  notorious  how  a  turbulent  party,  joiiir 
ing  with  the  Arminians,  did,  in  the  memory  of  our 
fathers,  attempt  to  destroy  the  liberty  of  tfa^t  republic. 
So  that,  upon  the  whole,  where  sects  are  tolerated  iu  a 
state,  it  is  fit  they  should  enjoy  a  fUll  liberty  of  cou- 
science,  and  every  other  privilege  of  freebom  subjects  to 
which  no  power  is  annexed.  And  to  preserve  their 
obedience  upon  all  emergencies,  a  government  caiioot 
give  them  too  much  ease  nor  trust  them  with  too  litilf 
power. 

The  clergy  are  usually  charged  with  a  peraccutiR^ 
spirit,  which  they  are  said  to  discover  by  an  implacabU 
hatred  to  all  dissenters  :  and  this  appean  to  be  more 
unreasonable,  because  they  suffer  less  m  tbeir  intwots 
by  a  toleration  than  any  of  the  conforming  laity :  fiff 
while  tlie  church  remains  in  its  present  form,  no  dis- 
senter can  possibly  have  any  share  in  its  dignities,  xt- 
venues,  or  power;    whereas,   by  once  receiving  the 
sacrament,  he  is  rendered  capome  of  the  highest  em* 
ploymente  in  the  state.     And  it  is  very  possible  that  a 
narrow  education,  together  with  a  mixture  of  human 
infirmity,  may  hdp  to  beget  among  some  of  the  clergy 
in  possession,  such  an  aversion  and  contempt  for  sU 
innovators  as  physicians  are  apt  to  have  for  empirics,  iv 
kwyers  for  pettifoggers,  or  merchants  for  pedlers;  Iwit 
since  the  number  of  sectaries  does  not  concern  the  clergy, 
either  in  point  of  interest  or  conscience,  (it  being  an 
evil  not  in  their  power  to  remedy,)  it  ii  more  fair  and 
reasonable  to  suppose  their  disUke  proceeds  from  the 
dangers  they  apprehend  to  the  peace  of  the  common- 
wealth, in  the  ruin  whereof  they  must  expect  to  be  the 
first  and  greatest  sufferers. 

To  conclude  thii  section,  it  must  be  observed  that 
there  u  a  very  good  word  which  has  of  late  suffered 
much  by  both  parties, — I  mean  moderation ;  which 
the  one  side  very  jusUy  disowns,  and  the  other  as  un- 
justly pretends  to.  Beside  what  passes  every  day  i-^ 
conversation,  any  man  who  reads  the  papen  publish^ 
by  Mr.  Lesley,  and  others  of  his  stamp,  roust  ueeils 
conclude  that,  if  this  author  could  make  the  nation  see 
his  adversaries  under  the  colours  he  paints  them  in,  we 
have  nothing  else  to  do  but  rise  as  one  man  aud  de»tmy 
such  wretches  from  the  face  of  the  earth.  On  the  otliec 
side,  how  shall  we  excuse  the  advocates  for  modt-ra- 
tion  1  among  whom  I  could  appeal  to  a  hundred  pa  peri 
of  universal  approbation  by  the  cause  they  wo^  writ 
for,  which  lay  such  principles  to  the  whole  body  of  ibe 
Tories  as,  if  they  were  trae  and  believed,  our  next  busi- 
ness should  in  prudence  be  to  erect  gibbets  in  e\-«r\ 
parish  and  hang  them  out  of  the  way.  But  I  sappus« 
It  is  presumed  the  common  people  understand  raillcTj, 
or  at  least  rhetoric,  and  will  not  take  hyperboles  iu  u>i 
literal  a  sense ;  which,  however,  in  some  ju]ictxir»-«, 
might  prove  a  desperate  experiment.  And  this  h 
moderation  in  the  modem  sense  of  the  word,  to  whict\, 
speaking  impartially,  the  bigots  of  both  parties 
equally  entitled. 


SECTION  THE  SECOND. 

The  Sentiments  of  a  Church-of-Englaad  Han  with  mpeea  ti> 

Government 

We  look  upon  it  as  a  very  just  reproach,  though  m 
cannot  agree  where  to  fix  it,  that  there  should  U»  «. 
much  violence  and  hatred  in  religious  matters  am«.viij 
men  who  agree  in  all  fundamentals,  and  only  difftw  n 
some  ceremonies,  or,  at  most,  mere  speculative  pi>iK)r  j 
Yet,  is  not  this  frequently  the  case  betweoi  contend  txu 
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ptftio  in  I  itatef  For  instance  :  do  not  the  generality 

of  Whifi  and  Toriei  among  iu  profess  to  agree  in  the 

•tme  fbodamentalsy  their  loyalty  to  the  queen,  their 

tbjan&on  of  the  pretender,  the  settlement  of  the  crown 

io  (beproteatant  line,  and  a  revolution  principle  f  their 

affectioD  to  the  church  established,  with  toleration  of 

ditfvotenf  nay,  sometimes  they  go  further,  and  pass 

over  into  each  odier*s  principles ;  the  MThigs  become 

gnat  amnUn  of  the  prerogative,  and  the  Tories  of  the 

people  I  liberty ;  these,  crying  down  almost  the  whole 

Kt  of  bishops,  and  those  defending  them ;    so  that  the 

diflcnnc«s,  fairly  stated,  would  be  much  of  a  sort  with 

tfaflK  in  leligioQ  among  us,  and  amount  to  little  more 

tfaao  who  should  take  place,  or  go  in  and  out  first,  or 

kia  the  queen  s  hand ;  and  what  are  these  but  a  few 

coQft  ceremonies  9  or  who  should  be  in  the  ministry  ; 

and  what  is  that  to  the  body  of  the  nation  but  a  mere 

fpeculatiTe  point  f  yet  I  think  it  must  be  allowed  that 

no  idigioas  sects  erer  carried  their  mutual  arersions 

to  greater  heights  than  our  state  parties  have  done ;  who, 

tl»  more  to  inflame  their  passions,  have  mixed  religious 

•md  aVil  animosities  together ;  borrowing  one  of  their 

aj^Ilations  from  the  church,  with  the  addition  of  high 

and  low,  how  little  spever  their  disputes  relate  to  the 

tnrn  as  it  is  generally  understood. 

I  now  proceed  to  deliver  the  sentiments  of  a  church- 
of-£ngland  man  with  respect  to  government. 

He  does  not  think  the  church  of  England  so  nar- 
rowly calculated  that  it  cannot  fall  in  with  any  regular 
ipctio  of  government,  nor  does  he  think  any  one  re- 
imlar  species  of  government  more  acceptable  to  God 
than  another.  The  three  generally  received  in  the 
fchoola  have  all  of  them  their  several  perfections,  and 
are  subject  to  their  several  depravations.  However,  few 
•talei  are  ruined  by  any  defect  in  their  institution,  but 
pntfnlly  by  the  corruption  of  manners ;  against  which 
the  best  institution  is  no  longer  a  security ;  and  without 
«h)ch  a  very  ill  one  may  subsist  and  flourish ;  whereof 
there  are  two  pregnant  instances  now  in  Europe.  The 
fint  is,  the  aristocracy  of  Venice,  which,  founded  upon 
tile  wisest  maxims  and  digested  by  a  great  length  of 
tin^  baa  in  our  age  admitted  so  many  abuses  through 
^^  degeneracy  of  the  nobles,  that  the  period  of  its 
duration  seems  to  approach.  The  other  is,  the  united 
i^<ihlics  of  the  states-general,  where  a  vein  of  temper- 
ance, inditttry,  parsimmiy,  and  a  public  spirit,  runnhig 
thrtwgh  the  whole  body  of  the  people,  has  preserved 
»>  infant  commonwealth,  of  an  untimely  birth  and 
tickly  constitution,  for  above  a  hundred  years,  through 
■n  many  dangers  and  difliculties  as  a  much  more 
l^althy  one  could  nev«r  have  struggled  against  without 
^^"^  tdrantagea. 

Where  security  of  person  and  property  are  preserved 
by  laws  which  none  but  the  whole  can  repeal,  there  the 
pwt  ends  of  government  are  provided  for,  whether  the 
^bistiation  be  in  the  hands  of  one  or  of  many, 
''^hew  any  one  person  or  body  of  men,  who  do  not 
"Twsent  the  whole,  seise  into  their  hands  the  power  in 
^  ^  resort,  there  is  properly  no  longer  a  goveni- 
°^t,  but  what  Aristotle  and  his  followers  call  the 
*^  and  eoiTuption  of  one.  This  distinction  excludes 
wbitiyy  power,  in  whatever  numbers ;  which  notwith- 
*^irig  all  that  Hobbn,  Filmer,  and  others,  have  said 
^  its  advantage^  I  look  upon  as  a  greater  evil  than 
VATchj  itielf^  as  much  as  a  savage  is  in  a  happier  state 
t<  life  than  a  slave  at  the  oar! 

It  is  reckoned  ill  manners,  as  well  as  unreasonable, 
fyr  own  to  quarrel  upon  difference  in  opinion ;  because 
ttiat  i«  QRially  supposed  to  be  a  thing  which  no  man 
can  help  in  himself :  but  this  I  do  not  conceive  to  be  a 
tzitivfrsal  infallible  maxim,  except  in  those  cases  where 
ti««  queriion  is  pretty  eaually  disputed  among  the 
leaned  and  the  wise :  where  it  is  otherwise,  a  man  of 
tolerable  reason,  some  experience,  and  willing  to  be  in- 


structed, may  apprehend  he  is  got  into  a  wrong  opinion, 
though  the  whole  course  of  his  mind  and  inclination 
would  persuade  him  to  believe  it  true ;  he  may  be  con- 
vinced that  he  is  in  an  error,  though  he  does  not  see 
where  it  lies,  by  the  bad  efiects  of  it  in  the  common 
conduct  of  his  life,  and  by  observing  those  persons  for 
whose  wisdom  and  goodness  he  has  the  greatest  defer- 
ence to  be  of  a  contrary  sentiment     According  to 
Hobbes's  comparison  of   reasoning  with    casting    up 
accounts,  whoever  finds  a  mistake  in  the  sum  total 
must  allow  himself  out,  though,  after  repeated  trials,  he 
may  not  see  in  which  artide  he  has  misreckoned.    I 
will  instance  in  one  opinion,  which  I  look  upon  every 
man  obliged  in  conscience  to  quit  or  in  prudeuceto 
conceal ;  I  mean  that,  whoever  argues  in  defence  of 
absolute  power  in  a  single  person,  though  he  oflfers  the 
old  plausible  plea  that  it  is  his  opinion,  which  he  can- 
not help  unless  he  be  convinced,  ought  in  all  free 
states  to  be  treated  as  the  common  enemy  of  mankind. 
Yet  this  is  laid  as  a  heavy  charge  upon  the  clergy  of 
the  two  reigns  before  the  revolution,  who,  under  the 
terms  of  passive  obedience  and  nonrcaistance,  are  said 
to  have  preached  up  the  unlimited  power  of  the  prince, 
because  they  found  it  a  doctrine  that  pleaaed  the  court 
and  made  way  for  their  preferment.     And  I  bdieve 
there  may  be  truth  enough  in  this  accusation  to  con- 
vince us  that  human  frailty  will  too  often  interpose 
itself  among  persons  of  the  holiest  function.     However, 
it  may  be  offered  in  excuse  for  the  clergy,  that  in  the 
best  societies  there  are  some  ill  members  which  a  cor- 
rupted court  and  ministry  will  industriously  find  out 
and  introduce.     Besides,  it  is  manifest  that  the  greater 
number  of  thoee  who  held  and  preached  this  doctrine 
were  misguided  by  equivocal  terms,  and  by  nerfect 
ignorance  in  the  principles  of  government,,  which  they 
had  not  made  any  part  of  their  study.     The  question 
originally  put,  and,  as  I  remember  to  have  heard  it 
disputed  in  public  schools,  was  this.  Whether,  under 
any  pretence  whatsoever,  it  may  be  lawful  to  resist  the 
supreme  magistrate?  which  was  held  in  the  negative  ; 
and  this  is  certainly  the  right  opinion.     But  naany  of 
the  clergy,  and  other  learned  men,  deceived  by  dutaous 
expression,  mistook  the  object  to  which  passive  obedi- 
ence was  due.     By  the  supreme  magistrate,  is  properly 
understood  the  legislative  power,  which  in  all  govein- 
ments  must  be  absolute  and  unlimited.      But  the 
word  magistrate  seeming  to  denote  a  single  person, 
and  to  express  the  executive  power,  it  came  to  pass 
that  the  obedience  due  to  the  legislature  was,  for  want 
of  knowing  or  considering  this  easy  distinction,  nus- 
applied  to  the  administration.      Neither    is    it  any 
wonder  that  the  clergy  or  other  well-meaning  people 
should  fall  into  this  error,  which  deceived  Hobbes  him- 
self so  far  as  to  be  the  foundation  of  all  the  political 
mistakes  in  his  books;  where  he  perpetually  confounds 
the  executive  with  the  legislative  nower,  though  all 
well-instituted  stotes  have  ever  placed  them  in  difl'erent 
hands,  as  may  be  obvious  to  those  who  know  any- 
thing of  Athens,  Sparta,  Thebes,  and  other  republics 
of  Greece,  as  well   as  the  greater  ones  of  Carthage 

and  Rome.  j    ._• 

Besides,  it  is  to  be  considered  that  when  these  doc^ines 
began  to  be  preached  among  us,  the  kingdom  »»d  not 
quite  worn  out  the  memory  of  that  homd  rebellion 
under  the  consequences  of  which  it  had  groaned  almost 
twenty  years.  And  a  weak  prince,  m  conjunction 
with  a  succession  of  most  prostitute  ministers,  began 
again  to  dispose  the  people  to  new  attempts,  which  it 
was,  no  doubt,  the  clergy's  duty  to  endwour  to  pre- 
vent ;  though  some  of  them,  for  want  of  knowledge  in 
temporal  affairs,  and  others  perhaps  from  a  worse  pnn- 
ciple,  proceeded  upon  a  topic  that,  strictly  followed, 
would  enslave  all  mankind.  . 

Among  other  theological  arguments  made  uae  of  m 
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those  times  in  praise  of  monarchy  and  justification  of 
absolute  obedience  to  a  prince,  there  seemed  to  be  one 
of  a  singular  nature :  it  was  urged  that  Heaven  was 
governed  by  a  monarch  who  had  none  to  control  his 
power,  but  was  absolutely  obeyed  :  then  it  followed, 
that  earthly  governments  were  the  more  perfect,  the 
nearer  they  imitated  the  government  in  Heaven.  All 
which  I  look  upon  as  the  strongest  argument  against 
despotic  power  that  ever  was  offered ;  since  no  reason 
can  possibly  be  assigned,  why  it  is  best  for  the  world 
that  God  Almighty  has  such  a  power  which  does  not 
directly  prove  that  no  mortal  man  should  ever  have 
the  like. 

But,  tliough  a  church-of-England  man  thinks  every 
roecies  of  government  equally  lawful,  he  does  not  think 
wem  equally  expedient,  or  for  every  country  indif- 
ferently. Tliere  may  be  something  in  the  climate 
naturally  disposing  men  toward  one  sort  of  obedience ; 
as  is  manifest  all  over  Asia,  where  we  never  read  of 
any  commonwealth,  except  some  small  ones  on  the 
western  coasts,  established  by  the  Greeks.  There  may 
be  a  great  deal  in  the  situation  of  a  country  and  in  the 
present  genius  of  the  people.  It  has  been  observed  that 
the  temperate  climates  usually  run  into  moderate 
governments,  and  the  extremes  into  despotic  power.  It 
is  a  remark  of  Hobbes,  that  the  youth  of  England  are 
corrupted  in  their  principles  of  government  by  reading 
the  authors  of  Greece  and  Rome,  who  writ  under  com- 
monwealths. But  it  might  have  been  more  fairly 
offered  for  the  honour  of  liberty,  that,  while  the  rest  of 
the  known  world  was  overrun  with  the  arbitrary  govern- 
ment of  single  persons,  arts  and  sciences  took  their 
rise  and  flourished  only  in  those  few  small  territories 
where  the  people  were  free.  And  though  learning  may 
continue  after  liberty  is  lost,  as  it  did  in  Rome  for  a 
while  upon  the  foundations  laid  under  the  common- 
wealth and  the  particular  patronage  of  some  emperors, 
yet  it  hardly  ever  began  under  a  tyranny  in  any 
nation;  because  slavery  is  of  all  things  the  greatest 
clog  and  obstacle  to  speculation.  Anc^  indeed,  arbi- 
trary power  is  but  the  first  natural  step  from  anarchy 
or  the  savage  life ;  the  adjusting  of  power  and  freedom 
being  an  effect  and  consequence  of  maturer  thinking : 
and  this  is  nowheve  so  duly  regulated  as  in  a  limited 
monarchy  :  because  I  lielieve  it  may  pass  for  a  maxim 
in  state,  that  the  administration  cannot  be  placed  in 
too  few  hands,  nor  the  legislature  in  too  many.  Now, 
in  this  material  point,  the  constitution  of  the  English 
government  far  exceeds  all  others  at  this  time  on  the 
earth ;  to  which  the  present  establishment  of  the  church 
does  so  happily  agree,  that  I  think  whoever  is  an 
enemy  to  either,  must  of  necessity  be  so  to  both. 

He  thinks,  as  our  monarchy  is  constituted,  an 
hereditary  right  is  much  to  be  preferred  before  election. 
Because  the  government  here,  especially  by  some  late 
amendments,  is  so  regularly  disixned  in  all  its  parts, 
that  it  almost  executes  itself.  And  therefore,  upon  the 
death  of  a  prince  among  us,  tlie  administration  goes  on 
without  any  rub  or  interruption.  For  the  same  reasons, 
we  have  less  to  apprehend  from  the  weakness  or  fury 
of  our  monarchs,  who  have  such  wise  councils  to  guide 
the  first  and  laws  to  restrain  the  other.  And  therefore 
this  hereditary  right  should  tie  !  <  «t  so  sacred  as  never 
to  break  the  succession,  unlesM  ?.  here  the  preserving  of 
it  may  endanger  the  constitution ;  which  is  not  from 
any  intrinsic  merit,  or  unalienable  right,  in  a  particu- 
lar family,  but  to  avoid  the  consequences  that  usually 
attend  the  ambition  of  competitors,  to  which  elective 
kingdoms  are  exposed ;  and  which  is  the  only  obstacle 
to  hinder  them  from  arriving  at  the  greatest  perfection 
that  government  ran  possibly  reach.  Hence  appears  the 
absurdity  of  that  distinction  between  a  king  de  facto 
and  one  de  jure^  with  respect  to  us.  For  every  limited 
monarch  is  a  king  dejurt^  because  he  governs  by  the 


consent  of  the  whole,  which  is  authority  luiBcieDt  to 
abolish  all  precedent  right.  If  a  king  come  in  by  con- 
quest, he  is  no  longer  a  limited  monarch ;  if  he  afterwsrU 
consent  to  limitations,  he  becomes  immediately  kiug 
dejurt  for  the  same  reason. 

The  great  advocates  for  succession,  who  aiBnn  it  ought 
not  to   be  violated  upon  any  regard  or  conaideiatiou 
whatsoever,  do  insist  much  upon  one  argument,  thsr 
seems  to  carry  litde  weight.     They  would  have  it  thai 
a  crown  is  a  prince  s  birthright,  and  ought  at  least  to  be 
as  well  secured  to  him  and  his  posterity  as  the  inherit- 
ance  of  any  private  man ;  in  short,  that  he  haa  the  stme 
title  to  his  kingdom  which  every  individual  has  to  hif 
property  :  now  the  conseauence  of  this  doctrine  must  be. 
that,  as  a  man  may  find  several  ways  to  waste,  mis- 
spend, or  abuse  his  patrimony,  without  being  onawenible 
to  the  laws ;  so  a  king  may  in  like  manner  do  what  be 
will  with  his  own ;  tliat  is,  he  may  squander  and  mi«- 
apply  4us  revenues,  and  even  alienate  the  crown,  with- 
out being  called  to  an  account  by  his  subjects.     Tbey 
allow  such  a  prince  to  be  guilty,  indeed,  of  much  foUv 
and  wickedness,  but  for  these  he  is  answerable  to  GoL 
as  every  private  man  must  be,  that  is  guilty  of  misma- 
nagement in  his  own  concerns.     Now,  the  folly  of  tbi* 
reasoning  will  best  appear  by  applying  it  in  a  paiallW 
case.     Should  any  man  argue  that  a  physician  u  sup- 
posed to  understand  his  own  art  beat ;  that  the  law  pro- 
tects and  encourages    his  profession;    and  therefore, 
although  he  should  manifestly  prescribe  poiaim  to  all 
his  patients,  whereof  they  should  immediately  die^  he 
cannot  be  justly  pimished,  but  is  answeiabl«  only  to 
God  :  or  should  the  same  be  offered  in  behalf  of  a 
divine,  who  would  preach  against  religion  and  monl 
duties ;  in  either  of  these  two  cases,  everybody  would 
find  out  the  sophistry,   and   presently   answer    that, 
although  common  nnen  are  not  exactly  skilled  in  th< 
composition  or  application  of  medicines,  or  in  prescri- 
bing the  limits  of  duty,  yet  the  difference   betweeu 
poisons  and  remedies  is  easily  known  by  their  eflect» ; 
and  common  reason  soon  distinguishes  between  virtue 
and  vice :  and  it  must  be  necessary  to  forbid  both  these 
the  further  practice  of  their  professions,  becauae  thcii 
crimes  are  not  purely  personal  to  the  physician  or  the 
divine,  but  destructive  to  the  public.     All  which  u 
infinitely  stronger  in  respect  to  a  prince,  in  wkoee  good 
or  ill  conduct  Uie  happiness  or  misery  of  a  whole  natiuo 
is  included :  whereas  it  is  of  small  consequence  to  the 
public,  farther  than  example,  how  any  private  pcf«m 
manages  his  property. 

But  granting  that  the  right  of  a  lineal  successor  tu 
a  crown  were  upon  the  same  foot  with  the  property  of 
a  subject,  still  it  may  at  any  time  be  transferred  by 
the  legislative  power,  as  other  properties  frequently  are. 
The  supreme  power  in  a  state  can  do  no  wrong,  because 
whatever  tliat  does  is  the  action  of  all :  and  when  the 
lawyers  apply  this  maxim  to  the  king,  they  must  un- 
derstand it  only  in  that  sense  as  he  is  administrator  of 
the  supreme  power;  otherwise  it  is  not  univenally 
true,  but  may  be  controlled  in  several  instances  easy 
to  produce. 

And  these  are  the  topics  we  must  proceed  upon  to 
justify  our  exclusion  of  the  young  pretender  in  Frsnoe; 
that  of  his  suspected  birth  being  merely  popular,  aiitl 
therefore  not  made  use  of,  as  I  remember,  since  the  re* 
volution,  in  any  speech,  vote,  or  proclamation,  where 
there  was  an  occasion  to  mention  him. 

As  to  the  abdication  of  king  James,  which  the  a«i- 
▼ocates  on  that  side  look  upon  to  have  been  forcible 
and  unjust,  and  consequently  void  in  itself,  I  think  a 
man  may  observe  every  article  of  the  English  chutcH 
without  being  in  much  pain  about  it.  It  is  not  un^ 
likely  that  all  doors  were  laid  open  for  his  departurr. 
and  perhaps  not  without  the  pivity  of  the  prince  ur 
Orange,  as  reasonably  concluding  thnt  the  Kingdova 
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nifbt  be  Mer  settled  in  his  absence ;  but  to  affirm  be 

bad  tn?  aaw  to  apprehend  the  same  treatment  with 

h'u  Utha  is  an  improbable  scandal  flung  upon  the 

ostloo  by  a  iew  bigoted  French  scribblers,  or  the  in- 

vidiom  swition   of  a  ruined  party  at  home  in  the 

bftteniesof  their  souls ;  not  one  material  circumstance 

String  vith  those  in  1646 ;   and  the  greatest  part  of 

the  Dstioo  having  preserved  the  utmost  horror  for  that 

irBomiDious  murder :  but  whether  his  removal  were 

csQ»ed  hf  his  own  fears  or  other  men's  artifices,  it  is 

ounilSeBt  to  me  that,  supposing  the  throne  to  be  vacant, 

vbieb  was  the  foot  the  nation  went  upon,  the  body  of 

the  people  were  thereupon  left  at  liberty  to  choose  what 

ferns  of  government  they  pleased,  by  themselves  or 

tbeir  rrpseientativec. 

Tbe  only  difficulty  of  any  weight  against  the  pro- 
oerdings  at  the  revolution  is  an  obvious  objection  to 
vhicb  tbs  writers  upon  that  subject  have  not  yet  given 
a  dinet  or  sufficient  answer,  as  if  they  were  in  pain  at 
tarn  ooosequenecs  which  diey  apprehend  those  of  the 
mwouy  opinion  might  draw  from  it  I  will  'repeat 
tbii  objection  as  it  was  ofliiered  me  some  time  ago,  with 
aU  iu  sdvantagea,  by  a  very  pious,  learned,  and  worthy 
gentleman  of  the  nonjuring  party. 

Tbe  force  of  his  a^nment  turned  upon  this ;  that 
(he  lavs  made  by  the  supreme  power  cannot  otherwise 
tboj  by  the  supreme  power  be  annulled :  that  this 
contiating  in  England  of  a  king,  lords,  and  commons, 
vbeseof  each  have  a  negative  voice,  no  two  of  them 
cut  lepeal  or  enact  a  law  without  couaent  of  the  third ; 
much  less  may  any  one  of  them  be  entirely  excluded 
fnm  its  part  of  the  legislature  by  a  vote  of  the  other 
tvo.  That  all  theae  maxims  were  openly. violated  at 
tbe  Kfolution ;  where  an  assembly  of  the  nobles  and 
people,  not  summoned  by  the  king's  writ  (which  was 
an  cnential  pact  of  the  constitution),  and  oonaequently 
no  lawful  meeting,  did,  merely  upon  their  own  autho- 
ritT,  declare  tbe  king  to  have  abdicated,  the  throne  va- 
nut,  and  gave  tbe  crown  by  a  vote  to  a  nephew,  when 
fbeie  were  three  children  to  inherit;  though  by  the 
fundamental  laws  of  the  realm  the  next  heir  is  imme- 
dUidj  to  succeed.  Neither  does  it  appear  how  a 
|VTDce't  abdication  can  make  any  other  sort  of  vacancy 
in  tbe  throne  than  would  be  caused  by  his  death; 
"ace  he  cannot  abdicate  for  his  children  (who  claim 
<^ir  right  of  aueoeasion  by  act  of  parliament)  other- 
aitt  than  by  his  own  consent  in  form  to  a  bill  from 
tbe  two  booses, 

Aiid  this  is  the  difficulty  that  seems  chiefly  to  stick 
vttb  the  most  reasonable  of  those  who,  from  a  mere 
'civple  of  conscience,  refuse  to  join  witli  us  upon  the 
Eolation  principle ;  but  for  the  rest,  are  I  believe  aa 
^  from  loving  arbitrary  government  as  any  others 
*^  be  who  are  boni  under  a  free  constitution  and 
^'v  allowed  to  have  the  least  share  of  common  good 


'd  this  objection  there  are  two  questions  included : 
^"rt^  Whether,  upon  the  foot  of  our  constitution,  aa  it 
^|aod  in  the  reign  of  the  late  king  James,  a  king  of 
Enyliod  may  be  deposed  ?  The  second  is,  Whetlier 
^people  of  England,  convened  by  their  own  authority 
*^«  the  king  had  withdrawn  himself  in  the  manner 
i»  did,  had  power  to  alter  the  succession  f 

Aa  for  the  tint,  it  is  a  point  I  shall  not  presume  to 
'^'^™ine;  and  shall  therefore  only  say,  that  to  any 
■nw  who  holds  the  negative  I  would  demand  the 
l<^4siy  of  patting  the  case  aa  strongly  as  1  please.  I 
vill  aoppQie  a  prince  limited  by  laws  like  outs,  yet 
'vnning  into  a  thousand  caprices  of  cruelty,  like  Nero 
«  C«)ti(nla',  1  will  suppose  him  to  murder  his  mother 
aM  his  wife ;  to  commit  incest,  to  ravish  matrons,  to 
>luw  up  the  senate,  and  bum  his  metropolis;  openly 
^  wnouiice  God  and  Christ,  and  worship  the  devil : 
"^  and  the  like  exorbitances  axe  in  the  power  of  a 


single  person  to  commit,  without  the  advice  of  a  minis- 
try or  assistance  of  an  army.  And  if  such  a  king  aa 
I  have  described  cannot  be  deposed  but  by  his  own 
consent  in  parliament,  I  do  not  weU  see  how  bow  he 
can  be  resisted,  or  what  can  be  meant  by  a  limited 
monarchy ;  or  wliat  signifies  the  people's  consent  in 
making  and  repealing  laws,  if  the  person  who  admi- 
nisters has  no  tie  but  conscience,  and  is  answerable  to 
none  but  God.  1  desire  no  stronger  proof  that  an 
opinion  must  be  false  than  to  find  very  great  absurdities 
annexed  to  it,  and  there  cannot  be  greater  tluui  in  tha 
present  case ;  for  it  is  not  a  bare  speculation  that  kings 
may  run  into  such  enormities  as  are  above  mentioned: 
tbe  practice  may  be  proved  by  examples,  not  only 
drawn  from  the  first  Ciesars  or  later  emperors,  but  many 
modem  princes  of  Europe ;  such  as  Peter  the  Crue^ 
Philip  II.  of  Spain,  John  Basilovitz  of  Muscovy,  and 
in  our  own  nation,  kii^  John,  Richard  III.,  and 
Henry  VIII.  But  there  cannot  be  equal  absurdities 
supposed  in  maintaining  the  contrary  opinion ;  because 
it  is  certain  that  princes  have  it  in  their  power  to  keep 
a  majority  on  their  side,  by  any  tolerable  administra- 
tion, till  provoked  by  continual  oppressions ;  no  man 
indeed  can  then  answer  where  the  madness  of  the 
people  will  stop. 

As  to  tlie  second  part  of  the  objection.  Whether  the 
people  of  England,  convened  by  their  owu  authority 
upon  king  James's  precipitate  departure,  had  power  to 
alter  the  succession? 

In  answer  to  tliis,  I  think  it  is  manifest,  firom  the  prac- 
tice of  the  wisest  nations,  and  who  seem  to  have  had 
the  truest  notions  of  freedom,  that,  when  a  prince  was 
laid  aside  for  mal-administration,  the  nobles  and  people^ 
if  they  thought  it  necessary  for  the  public  weal,  did 
resume  the  administration  of  the  supreme  power  (the 
power  itself  having  been  always  in  them),  and  did  not 
only  alter  the  succession,  but  often  the  very  form  of 
government  too,  because  they  believed  there  was  no 
natural  right  in  one  man  to  govern  another,  but  that  all 
was  by  institution,  force,  or  conseiit.  Thus  the  cities 
of  Greece,  when  tliey  drove  out  their  tyrannical  kings, 
either  chose  others  from  a  new  family  or  abolislied  the 
kingly  government  and  became  free  states.  Thus  the 
Romans,  upon  the  expulsion  of  Tarquin,  found  it 
inconvenient  for  them  to  be  subject  any  longer  to 
the  pride,  the  lust,  the  cruelty,  and  arbitrary  will  of 
single  persons,  and  therefore,  by  general  consent,  en- 
tirely altered  the  wliole  frame  of  their  government. 
Nor  do  1  find  the  proceedings  of  either,  in  this  point, 
to  have  been  condemned  by  any  historian  of  the  suc- 
ceeding ages. 

But  a  great  deal  has  been  alrready  said  by  other 
writers  upon  this  invidious  and  beaten  subject;  there- 
fore I  shall  let  it  fall,  though  the  point  is  commonly 
mistaken,  eapecially  by  the  lawyers,  who,  of  all  others, 
seem  least  to  understand  the  nature  of  government  in 
general ;  like  under- work  men,  who  are  expert  enough 
at  making  a  single  wheel  in  a  clock,  but  are  utterly  ig- 
norant how  to  adjust  the  several  parts  or  regulate  the 
movements. 

To  return,  therefore,  from  tliis  digression :  It  is  a 
church-of-England  man  s  opinion  that  the  freedom  of 
a  nation  consists  in  an  absolute  unlimited  legislative 
power,  wherein  the  whole  body  of  the  pople  are  fairly 
re^^resented,  and  in  an  executive  duly  limited ;  because 
on  this  side  likewise  there  may  be  dangerous  degreea 
and  a  very  ill  extreme.  For,  when  two  parties  in  a  state 
are  pretty  equal  in  power,  pretensions,  merit  and  virtue 
(for  these  two  last  are,  witli  relation  to  parties  and  a 
court,  quite  ditTervnt  things),  it  has  been  the  opinion 
of  tlie  best  writers  upon  government  that  a  prince  ought 
not  in  any  sort  to  be  under  tbe  guidance  or  influence 
of  either;  because  he  declines  by  this  meaiu  from  his 
office  of  presiding^over  tlie  whole,  to  be  tbe  head  of  a 
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party ;  which,  besides  the  indignity,  renden  him  an- 
swerable for  aQ  public  mismanagements,  and  the  con- 
sequences  of  them ;  and  in  whatever  state  this  happens, 
there  must  either  be  a  weakness  in  the  prince  or  minis- 
try ;  or  else  the  former  is  too  much  restrained  by  the 
nobles  or  those  who  represent  the  people. 

To  conclude :  a  church-of-Englaod  man  may,  with 
prudence  and  a  good  conscience,  approve  the  professed 
principles  of  one  party  more  than  me  other,  according 
as  he  thinks  they  best  promote  the  good  of  church  and 
state ;  but  he  will  never  be  swayed  by  passion  or  in- 
terest to  advance  an  opinion  merely  because  it  is  that 
of  the  party  he  most  appoves ;  which  one  single  prin- 
ciple he  looks  upon  as  tbe  root  of  all  our  civil  animosi- 
ties. To  enter  mto  a  party,  as  into  an  order  of  friars, 
with  so  resigned  an  obedience  to  superiors,  is  very  un- 
suitable both  with  the  civil  and  religious  liberties  we 
so  zealously  assert.  Thus  the  understandings  of  a 
whole  senate  are  often  enslaved  by  three  or  four  leaders 
on  each  side,  who,  instead  of  intending  the  public  weal, 
have  their  hearts  wholly  set  upon  ways  and  means  how 
to  get  or  to  keep  employments.  But  to  speak  more  at 
large,  how  has  tiiis  spirit  of  faction  mingled  itself  with 
the  mass  of  the  people,  changed  their  nature  and  man- 
ners, and  the  very  genius  of  the  nation  f  broke  all  the 
laws  of  charity,  neighbourhood,  alliance,  and  hospi- 
tality ?  destroyed  all  ties  of  friendship,  and  divided 
families  against  themselves  ?  and  no  wonder  it  should 
be  so,  when,  in  order  to  find  out  the  character  of  a  per- 
son, instead  of  inquiring  whether  he  be  a  man  of  virtue, 
honour,  piety,  wit,  good  sense,  or  learning,  the  modem 
question  is  only,  whether  he  be  a  Whig  or  a  Tory ;  under 
which  terms  si\  good  and  ill  qualities  are  included. 

Now,  because  it  is  a  point  of  difficulty  to  choose  an 
exact  middle  between  two  ill  extremes,  it  may  be  worth 
inquiring  in  the  present  case  which  of  tliese  a  wise  and 
good  man  would  rather  seem  to  avoid ;  taking  therefore 
their  own  good  and  ill  characters,  with  due  abatements 
and  allowances  for  partiality  and  passion,  I  should 
think  that,  in  order  to  preserve  the  constitution  entire 
in  church  and  state,  whoever  has  a  true  value  for  both 
would  be  sure  to  avoid  the  extremes  of  Whig  for  the 
sake  of  the  former,  and  the  extremes  of  Tory  on  account 
of  the  latter. 

I  have  now  said  all  that  I  could  think  convenient 
upon  so  nice  a  subject,  and  find  I  have  the  ambition 
common  with  other  reasoners,  to  wish  at  least  that  both 
parties  may  think  me  in  the  right ;  which  would  be  of 
some  use  to  those  who  have  any  virtue  left,  but  an 
blindly  drawn  into  the  extravagancies  of  either,  upon 
false  representations,  to  serve  the  ambition  or  malice  of 
designing  men,  without  any  prospect  of  their  own. 
But  if  that  is  not  to  be  hoped  for,  my  next  wish  should 
be,  that  both  /might  think  me  in  the  wrong ;  which  I 
would  understand  as  an  ample  justification  of  myself, 
and  a  sure  ground  to  believe  that  I  have  proceeded  at 
least  with  impartiality,  and  perhaps  with  truth. 


SOME  ARGUMENTS 

AGAINST    ENLARGING    THE    POWER    OP 
BISHOPS  IN  LETTING  LEASES. 


Mihi  crediie,  m%)or  bttreditM  r^nii  unieuique  yeatrfim  in 
iiadem  bonis  a  jure  et  a  U^bos.  quam  «b  iU  a  quibus  ilia  ipaa 
bona  relicta  mmtj—Ciczno  yro  A.  Cadma. 


Oetober2l.  17S3. 
In  handling  this  subject  I  shall  proceed  wholly  upon 
the  supposition  that  those  of  our  party  who  profess 
themselves  members  of  the  church  established,  and 
under  the  apostolical  government  of  bishops,  do  desire 
the  continuance  and  transmission  of  it  to  posterity,  at 
least  in  as  good  a  condition  as  it  is  at  present ;  because 


as  this  discourse  is  not  calculated  for  dissenters  of  sny 
kind,  so  neither  will  it  suit  the  talk  or  sentimcDti  of 
those  persons  who,  with  the  denomination  of  church- 
men, are  oppressors  of  the  inferior  clergy,  and  peq»- 
tually  quarrelling  at  the  great  incomes  of  tbe  bimopi; 
which  is  a  traditional  cant  delivered  down  from  fonncr 
times,  and  continued  with  great  reason,  although  it  be 
near  200  years  since  almost  three  parts  in  four  of  the 
church  revenues  have  been  taken  from  the  cleigy,  be- 
side the  spoils  diat  have  been  gradually  made  efer 
since  of  glebes  and  other  land,  by  the  confusion  of 
times,  the  fkaud  of  encroaching  neighbours,  or  the 
power  of  oppressors  too  great  to  be  encountered. 

About  me  time  of  the  Reformation  many  popiik 
bishops  of  this  kingdom,  knowing  they  must  have  been 
soon  ejected  if  they  would  not  change  their  religion, 
made  long  leases  and  fee-farms  of  great  pert  of  their 
lands,  reserving  very  inconsiderable  rent^  sometima 
only  a  chiefry,  by  a  power  they  assumed  direcdy  con> 
trary  to  many  ancient  canons,  yet  consistent  eoou^ 
with  the  common  law.  This  trade  held  on  for  losoy 
yean  after  the  bishops  became  Protestants ;  and  looie 
of  ^their  names  are  still  remembered  with  infamy,  on 
account  of  enriching  their  families  by  such  sacrilegiooi 
alienations.  By  these  means  episcopal  revoiaes  were 
so  low  reduced  that  three  or  four  sees  were  often  united 
to  make  a  tolerable  competency.  For  some  remedy  to 
this  evil,  king  James  I.,  by  a  boonty  that  became  a 
good  Clmstian  prince,  bestowed  several  forfeited  Isods 
on  the  northern  bishoprics :  but  in  all  other  pails  of  tbe 
kingdom  the  church  continued  still  in  the  same  diitiai 
and  poverty ;  some  of  the  sees  hardly  possessing  cnoogb 
to  maintain  a  country  vicar.  About  the  middle  of 
king  Charles  I.'s  reign  the  legislature  here  tbou^t  fit 
to  put  a  stop  at  least  to  any  iiirther  alienations ;  and  » 
a  taw  was  enacted  prohibiting  all  bishops  and  other 
ecclesiastical  corporaitions  from  setting  their  lands  for 
above  the  term  of  twenty-one  years ;  mt  rent  reserrcd 
to  be  one-half  of  the  real  value  of  such  lands  at  tbe 
time  they  were  set,  without  which  condition  the  leaie 
to  be  void. 

Soon  after  the  restoration  of  king  Charles  II.  tbe 
parliament,  taking  into  consideration  tbe  miienble 
estate  of  the  church,  certain  lands,  by  way  of  augment* 
ation,  were  granted  to  eight  bishops  in  tiie  act  of  settle 
ment,  and  confirmed  in  the  act  of  ezplanatioo ;  of 
which  bounty,  as  I  remember,  three  sees  were  in  a  grat 
measure  defeated ;  but  by  what  accidents  it  is  not  hoe 
of  any  importance  to  relate. 

This  at  present  is  the  condition  of  the  church  in  Ire 
land  with  regard  to  episcopal  revenues ;  which  I  biTe 
thus  briefly  (and  perhaps  imperfectly)  deduced  for  mme 
information  to  those  woose  moughts  do  not  lead  then 
to  such  considerations. 

By  virtue  of  the  statute  already  mentioned,  under 
king  Charles  I.,  limiting  ecclesiastical  bodies  to  the 
term  of  twenty-one  years  under  the  reserved  rent  of  half 
real  value,  the  bishops  have  had  some  share  in  tbe 
gradual  rise  of  lands,  without  which  they  could  not 
have  been  supported  with  any  common  decency  that 
might  become  their  station.  It  is  above  eighty  jt*n 
since  the  passing  of  that  act :  the  see  of  Merai,  one  of 
the  best  in  the  kingdom,  was  then  worth  about  400/. 
per  annum  ;  the  poorer  ones  iu  the  same  proportion.  If 
this  were  their  present  condition,  I  cannot  conceive  bow 
they  would  have  been  able  to  pay  for  their  patenti  or 
buy  their  robes  :  but  this  will  certainly  be  the  coodi- 
tion  of  their  successors,  if  such  a  bill  should  pass  ai  tbej 
say  is  now  intended,  which  I  will  suppo<<e;  and  of 
which  I  believe  many  persons  who  may  give  a  vote  for 
it  are  not  aware. 

However,  this  is  the  act  which  is  now  attempted  to 
be  repealed,  or  at  least  eluded ;  some  are  for  giving 
bishops  leave  to  let  fee-farms,  othen  would  allow  tbetn 
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to  let  kwi  for  Xvrm ;  and  the  mott  moderate  would 
repol  thit  eUuie  bj  which  the  biihopt  are  boond  to 
kt  tkdr  hnda  it  half  ?alue. 

71w  rcnom  for  the  rbe  of  ralue  in  laxidg  are  of  two 
kindi  Of  the  firit  kind  are  long  peace  and  nettlement 
aAv  the  deraatatioDs  of  war;  piantationg,  improTO' 
oMiiti  of  bad  foil,  recovery  or  bogs  and  manhes, 
adraDorment  of  trade  and  manufactures,  increase  of  in- 
haintanti,  cocouragement  of  agriculture,  and  the  like. 
Bat  there  is  another  reason  for  the  rise  of  land,  more 
gradual,  constant,  and  certain  ;  which  will  have  its 
eiliMts  m  coontries  that  are  Toy  fiur  from  flourishing  in 
aoj  of  the  advantages  I  have  just  mentioned  :  I  mean 
die  perpetual  decrease  in  the  value  of  gold  and  silver. 
I  ihall  diseoorse  upon  these  two  different  kinds  with  a 
Tiev  toward  the  bill  now  attempted. 

As  to  tbe  first :  I  cannot  see  how  this , kingdom  is  at 
any  heiffat  of  improvement,  while  four  parts  in  five  of 
the  plantatioos  for  thirty  years  past  have  been  real  dis- 
impivTcnients;  nine  in  ten  of  the  quick-set  hedges 
ixiJig  rained  for  want  of  care  or  skill.  And  a«  to  forest 
tneSi  ^tfj  being  often  taken  out  of  woods  and  planted 
ia  angle  rows  on  the  tops  of  ditches,  it  is  impossible 
they  ikoQld  grow  to  be  of  use,  beauty,  or  shelter. 
Nf  idter  can  it  be  said  that  the  soil  of  Ireland  is  improved 
to  iti  fiill  height  while  so  much  lies  all  winter  under 
vaw,  and  the  bogs  made  almost  desperate  by  the  ill 
eatting  of  the  turf.  There  has  indeed  been  some  little 
ifflpforement  in  the  manufactures  of  linen  and  woollen, 
tltkoQih  very  short  of  perfection ;  but  our  trade  was 
Mrer  io  ao  low  a  ooodition  :  and  as  to  agriculture,  of 
vfaick  all  wise  nations  have  been  so  tender,  the  deso- 
iadoD  made  in  the  country  by  engrossing  grasiers,  and 
^  gnat  yearly  importation  of  com  from  England, 
are  lamentable  instances  under  what  discouragement 
itliea. 

But  notwitiiBlanding  all  these  mortifications,  I  sup- 
poae  there  is  no  well-wisher  to  his  country  widiout  a 
litde  hope  that  in  time  the  kii^om  may  be  on  a  better 
foot  in  some  of  tiie  articles  above  mentioned.  But  it 
vbuld  be  hard  if  ecclesiastical  bodies  shoi:dd  be  the 
only  penoos  excluded  from  any  share  in  public  advan- 
^agn,  which  yet  can  never  happen  without  a  greater 
i>^  of  profit  to  their  tenants :  if  Uod  sends  rain  equally 
Qpoa  the  just  and  the  unjust,  why  should  those  who 
vait  at  hia  altars,  and  are  instructors  of  the  people,  be 
cut  off  from  partaking  in  the  general  benefits  of  law  or 
of  aatoret 

But  aa  diis  way  of  reasoning  may  seem  to  bear  a 
ootv  bvoorable  eye  to  the  clergy  than  perhaps  will 
■vt  with  tbe  present  disposition  or  fashion  of  the  age, 
I  diall  therefore  dwell  more  largely  upon  the  second 
'*'*>w  for  the  rise  of  land,  which  is  the  perpetual  de- 
^^^Me  of  the  value  of  gold  and  silver. 

Thia  may  be  observed  from  the  course  of  the  Roman 
history  above  2000  years  before  those  inexhaustible 
*-\fet  mines  of  Potosi  were  known.  Hie  value  of  an 
obnloi.  and  of  every  other  coin,  between  the  time  of 
BAnulna  and  that  of  Augustus,  gradually  sunk  above 
fir«  paite  in  ^x,  as  appears  by  several  passages  out  of 
*^  beat  autfion.  And  yet  tbe  prodigious  wealth  of 
^W  atate  did  not  arise  from  the  increase  of  bullion  in 
*"t  world  by  the  discovery  of  new  mines,  but  from  a 
<»Qch  mofe  accidental  cause,  which  was  the  spreading 
^  their  conquest,  and  thereby  importing  into  Rome 
u>d  Italy  the  riches  of  the  east  and  west. 

^  hen  the  seat  of  empire  was  removed  to  Constan- 
tinople, the  tide  of  mouey  flowed  that  way  without 
<^a  returning,  and  was  scattered  in  Asia.  But  when 
that  mightv  empire  was  overthrown  by  the  northern 
people,  toch  a  stop  was  put  to  all  trade  and  commerce 
that  raA  sums  of  money  were  buried  to  escape  the 
puodetiog  of  the  conquerors,  and  what  remained  was 
carried  off  by  those  ravageis. 


It  were  no  difHcult  matter  to  compute  the  value  of 
money  in  England  during  the  Saxon  reigns;  but  the 
monkish  and  other  writers  since  the  Conquest  have  put 
the  matter  in  a  clearer  light  by  the  several  accounta 
they  have  given  us  of  the  value  of  com  and  cattle  in 
years  of  dearth  and  plenty.  Every  one  knows  that 
king  John's  whole  portion  before  he  came  to  tbe  crown 
was  but  5000^,  without  a  foot  of  land. 

I  have  likewise  seen  the  steward's  account  of  an 
ancient  noble  family  in  England,  written  in  Latin  be- 
tween 300  and  400  years  ago,  with  the  several  prices  of 
wine  and  victuals,  to  confirm  my  observations. 

I  have  been  at  the  trouble  of  computing  (as  others 
have  don^)  the  different  values  of  money  for  about 
400  years  past.  Henry  duke  of  Lancaster,  who  lived 
about  that  period,  founded  an  hospital  at  Leicester  for 
a  certain  number  of  old  men,  charging  his  lands  with 
a  groat  a-week  to  each  for  their  maintenance,  which  is 
to  this  day  duly  paid  them.  In  those  times  a  penny 
was  equal  to  ten-pence  halfpenny  and  somewhat  more 
than  half  a  farming  in  ours ;  which  makes  about  eight- 
ninths  difference. 

This  is  plain  also  from  the  old  custom  upon  many 
estates  in  England  to  let  for  leases  of  lives  (renewable 
at  pleasure),  where  the  reserved  rent  is  usually  about 
I2d,  in  1/.,  which  then  was  near  the  half  real  value: 
and  although  the  fines  be  not  fixed,  yet  the  landlord 
geto  altogedier  not  above  da.  in  1/.,  of  the  worth 
of  his  land :  and  the  tenants  are  so  wedded  to  this 
custom,  that  if  the  owner  suffer  three  lives  to  expire, 
none  of  them  will  take  a  lease  on  other  conditions ;  or, 
if  he  brings  in  a  foreigner  who  will  agree  to  pay  a 
reasonable  rent,  the  other  tenants,  by  ^1  manner  of 
injuries,  will  make  that  foreigner  so  uneasy  that  he 
must  be  forced  to  quit  the  farm ;  as  the  late  earl  of 
Bath  felt  by  tbe  experience  of  above  10,000/.  loss. 

The  gradual  decrease  for  about  two  hundred  years 
after  was  not  considerable,  and  therefore  I  do  not  rely 
on  the  account  given  by  some  historians,  that  Harry 
VII.  lef%  behind  him  1,800,000/.;  for  although  the 
West  Indies  were  discovered  before  his  death,  and 
although  he  had  the  best  talents  and  instruments  for 
exacting  money  ever  possessed  by  any  prince  since  the 
time  of  Vespasian,  (whom  he  resembled  in  many 
particulars,)  yet  I  conceive  that  in  his  days  the  whole 
coin  of  England  could  hardly  amount  to  such  a  sum. 
For,  in  the  reign  of  Philip  and  Mary,  Sir  Thomas 
Cokayne,  of  Derbyshire,  the  best  housekeeper  of  his 
quality  in  the  county,  allowed  hia  lady  50/.  a-year  for 
maintaining  the  family,  1/.  a-year  wages  to  each 
servant,  and  2/.  to  the  steward ;  as  I  was  told  by  a 
person  of  quality  who  had  seen  the  original  account  of 
his  economy.  Now  this  sum  of  50/.,Jadded  to  the  advan- 
tages of  a  large  domain,  might  be  equal  to  about  500/. 
a-year  at  present,  or  somewhat  more  than  four-fifths. 

The  great  plenty  of  silver  in  England  began  in 
Queen  Elisabeth's  reign,  when  Dmke  and  others  took 
vast  quantities  of  coin  and  bullion  fh)m  the  Spaniards, 
either  upon  their  own  American  coasts  or  in  their 
return  to  Spain.  However,  so  much  has  been  im- 
ported annually  from  that  time  to  this,  that  the  value 
of  money  in  England  and' most  parts  of  Europe  is 
sunk  above  one  half  within  the  space  of  a  hundred 
years,  notwithstanding  tbe  great  export  of  silver  for 
about  eighty  years  past  to  the  East  Indies,  from  whence 
it  never  returns.  But  gold,  not  being  liable  to  tbe 
same  accident,  and  by  new  discoveries  growing  every 
day  more  plentiful,  seems  in  danger  of  becoming  a  drug. 

This  has  been  the  progress  of  the  value  of  money  in 
former  ages,  and  must  of  necessity  continue  so  for 
the  future,  without  some  new  invasion  of  Goths  and 
Vandals,  to  destroy  law,  property,  and  religion,  alter  the 
very  face  of  nature,  and  turn  the  world  upside  down. 

I  must  repeat  that  what  I  am  to  say   upon  ti^ 
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subject  ii  intended  only  for  the  conviction  of  those 
Among  our  own  party  who  are  true  lovers  of  the  church, 
and  would  lie  glad  it  should  continue  in  a  tolerable 
degree  of  pros|)erity  to  the  end  of  the  world. 

The  church  is  supposed  to  last  for  ever,  both  in  its 
discipline  and  doctrine ;  which  is  a  privilege  common 
to  every  |)etty  c(«poration,  who  must  likewise  observe 
the  laws  of  their  foundation.  If  a  gentleman's  estate, 
which  now  yields  hiro  1000/.  a -year,  had  been  set  for 
ever  at  the  highest  value,  even  in  the  flourishing  days  of 
king  Charles  II.,  would  it  now  amount  to  above  400/. 
or  500/.  at  most  9  What  if  this  had  happened  two  or 
three  hundred  years  ago ;  would  the  reserved  rent  at 
tliis  day  be  any  more  than  a  small  chiefry  t  Suppose 
the  revenues  of  a  bishop  to  have  been  under  the  same 
circumstances ;  could  he  now  be  able  to  perform  works 
of  hospitality  and  charity?  Thus,  if  the  revenues  of  a 
bishop  be  limited  to  1000/.  a*year,  how  will  his 
successor  be  in  a  condition  to  support  his  station  with 
decency,  when  the  same  denomination  of  money  shall 
not  answer  a  half,  a  quarter,  or  an  eighth  part  of  the 
sum  t  which  must  unavoidably  be  tlie  consequence  of 
any  bill  to  elude  the  limiting  act  whereby  the  church 
was  preserved  from  utter  ruin. 

The  same  nsason  holds  good  in  all  corporations  what- 
soever, who  cannot  follow  a  more  pernicious  practice 
than  that  of  granting  perpetuities,  for  which  many  of 
them  smart  to  this  day ;  altliough  the  leaders  among 
them  are  often  so  stupid  as  not  to  perceive  it,  or  some- 
times  so  knavish  as  to  find  their  private  account  in 
cheating  the  community* 

Several  colleges  in  Oxford  were  aware  of  this  grow- 
ing  evil  about  a  hundred  years  ago ;  and  instead  of 
limiting  their  rents  to  a  certain  sum  of  money,  pre- 
vailed with  their  tenants  to  pay  the  price  of  so  many 
barrels  of  com,  to  be  valued  as  the  market  went  at  two 
seasons  (as  1  rememlier)  in  the  year.  For  a  barrel  of 
com  is  of  a  real  intrinsic  value,  which  gold  and  silver 
are  not :  and  by  this  invention  these  colleges  have  pre- 
served a  tolerable  subsistence  for  their  fellows  and 
students  to  this  day. 

The  present  bishops  will,  indeed,  be  no  sufferers  by 
such  a  bill ;  because,  their  ages  considered,  they  cannot 
expect  to  see  any  great  decrease  in  the  value  of  mon^ ; 
or  at  worst  they  can  make  it  up  in  the  fines,  which  will 
probably  be  greater  than  usual  upon  the  change  of 
leases  into  fee-farms  or  lives,  or  without  the  power  of 
obliging  their  tenants  to  a  real  half  value.  And,  as  I 
cannot  well  blame  them  for  taking  such  advantages, 
(considering  the  nature  of  himian  kind,)   when   the 

Suestion  is  only  whether  the  money  shall  be  put  into 
leir  own  or  another  man's  pocket,  so  they  will  never 
be  excusable  before  God  or  man  if  they  do  not  to  their 
death  oppose,  declare  and  protest  against,  any  such 
bill  as  must  in  its  oousequences  compete  die  ruiu  of 
the  church  and  of  their  own  order  in  this  kingdom. 

If  the  fortune  of  a  private  person  be  diminished  by 
the  weakness  or  inadvertency  of  his  ancestors  in  letting 
leases  for  ever  at  low  rents,  the  world  lies  open  to  his 
industry  for  pirchasing  more :  but  the  church  is  barred 
by  a  dead  nand;  or,  if  it  were  otherwise,  yet  the 
custom  of  making  bequests  to  it  has  been  out  of 
practice  for  almost  two  hundred  years,  and  a  great  deal 
directly  contrary  has  been  its  fortune. 

I  have  been  assured  by  a  person  of  some  consequence, 
to  whom  1  am  likewise  obliged  for  the  acooimt  of  some 
otlier  facts  already  related,  that  the  late  bishop  of 
Salisbury  |^Dr.  Burnet]  (the  greatest  Whig  of  that 
bench  in  his  days)  confessed  to  him  that  the  liberty 
which  bishops  in  England  have  of  letting  leases  for 
lives  would  in  bis  opinion  be  one  day  the  ruin  of 
episcopacy  there;  and  thought  the  church  in  this  king- 
Horn  happy  by  the  limitation  act 

And  have  we  not  already  found  the  effect  of  tliis 


different  proceeding  in  both  kingdoms  9  have  not  two 
English  prelates  quitted  their  peerags  and  lesb  in 
parliament,  in  a  nation  of  freedom,  for  the  sake  of  i 
more  ample  revenue  even  in  this  unhapny  kiugdon. 
rather  than  lie  under  the  mortification  of  living  bekiv 
their  dignity  at  home  ?  for  which,  however,  they  csniwt 
be  justly  censured.  I  know,  indeed,  some  pmoiif  who 
offer  as  an  argument  for  repealing  the  limiting  bill. 
that  it  may  hi  future  ages  prevent  the  practice  of  pro- 
viding this  kingdom  widi  bishops  from  England,  when 
the  only  temptation  will  be  removed.  Aad  they  alWt 
that,  as  things  have  gone  for  some  yean  past  gsntlr- 
men  will  grow  discouraged  from  sending  their  um  w 
the  univetsity,  and  from  suffering  them  to  enter  into 
holy  orders,  when  they  are  likely  to  languish  undff  a 
curacy  or  small  vicarage  to  the  end  of  their  live*:  bat 
this  is  all  a  vain  imagination ;  lor  the  decrease  is  tbr 
value  of  money  will  equally  affect  both  kingdomi. 
and,  besides,  when  bi^oprics  here  grow  too  mull  to 
invite  over  men  of  credit  and  consequence,  they  will 
be  left  more  fully  to  the  disposal  of  a  chief  govenwr, 
who  can  never  fail  of  some  worthless  illiterate  chspltio. 
fond  of  a  title  and  precedence.  Thus  will  that  vhok 
bench,  in  an  age  or  two,  be  composed  of  mesn,  ipw- 
rant  fawning  gownmen,  humble  suppliants  and  d^ 
pendents  upon  the  court  for  a  morsel  of  hreui  asd 
ready  to  serve  every  tum  that  shall  be  demanded  fraa 
them,  in  hopes  of  getting  some  commundam  tacked  to 
their  sees ;  which  must  then  be  the  trade,  as  it  is  nov 
too  much  in  England,  to  the  great  discoorsgement  of 
the  inferior  clergy.  Neither  is  that  practice  witbooi 
example  among  us. 

It  is  now  about  eighty-flve  years  since  the  psisinf  of 
that  limiting  act,  and  there  is  but  one  instance  in  the 
memory  of  man  of  a  bishop's  lease  broken  opoo  the 
plea  of  not  being  statutable ;  which,  in  everybcdri 
opinion,  could  have  been  lost  by  no  other  ])eraon  tkan 
he  who  was  then  tenant,  and  happened  to  be  ftn 
luigracious  in  hii  county.  In  the  present  biibop  (^ 
Meath's  case  that  plea  did  not  avail,  although  the  leit* 
were  notoriously  unstatutable ;  the  rent  reserved  be'in. 
as  I  have  been  told,  not  a  seventh  part  of  the  ml 
value;  yet  the  jury,  upon  their  oaths,  very  gnuU 
found  it  to  be  accordhig  to  the  statute;  and  one  if 
them  was  heard  to  say  that  he  would  eat  bi«ilKx* 
before  he  would  give  a  verdict  for  the  bishop.  A  tct) 
few  more  have  made  the  same  attempt  wim  as  fittle 
success.  Every  bishop  and  other  ecclesiastictl  hodv 
reckon  40/.  in  a  100/.  to  be  a  reasonable  half  rtluf ; 
or  if  it  be  only  a  third  part,  it  seldom  or  nerer  hn*^ 
any  difference  between  landlord  or  tenant.  Bot  sh«n 
the  rent  is  from  five  to  nine  or  ten  parts  less  than  tlv 
worth,  the  bishop,  if  he  consults  the  good  of  hit  «v^ 
will  be  apt  to  expostulate ;  and  the  tenant  if  be  be  a« 
honest  man,  will  have  some  regard  to  the  reawmiM^ 
iiess  and  justice  of  the  demand,  so  as  to  yield  to* 
moderate  advancement,  rather  than  engage  in  s  w^ 
where  law  and  equity  are  directly  against  him.  ^)' 
these  means  the  biihops  have  been  so  true  tu  the.r 
trusts  as  to  procure  some  small  share  in  the  advast^ 
ment  of  rents ;  although  it  be  notorious  that  they  do 
not  receive  the  third  penny  (fines  included)  of  the  iw 
value  of  their  lands  throughout  the  kingdom. 

I  was  never  able  to  imagine  wliat  ineonvetiifn^^ 
could  accxue  to  the  public  by  1000/.  or  2000/.  s-y* 
being  in  the  hands  of  a  Protestant  bishop,  any  niore 
than  of  a  lay  person.  The  former,  generally  speskutj. 
lives  as  piously  and  hospitably  as  tlie  otlier;  pty  °^ 
debts  as  honestly,  and  spends  as  much  of  his  rereiiu^ 
among  his  tenants ;  besides,  if  they  be  his  immediatf 
tenants,  you  may  distiugui^  them  at  first  siglit  by  tk" 
habits  and  hones ;  or,  if  you  go  to  their  htfu»r)>  "f 
their  comfortable  way  of  living.  But  the  misforniir  i«> 
that  such  immediate  tenants,  generally  speaking.  ba«t 
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othm  under  them,  and  lo  a  third  and  fourtfa  in  suboidi- 

nadoo,  till  it  comes  to  the  welder  (as  fthej  call  him), 

vbu  fl'ti  At  a  lack^reut,  and  lives  as  miserably  as  an 

Jmb  £uTDer  upon  a  n«r  lease  from  a  lay  landlord. 

But,  suppose  a  bishop  happens  to  be  avaricious    (as 

he'iag  composed  of  the  same  stuff  with  other  men),  the 

ci)OM(|ueDce  to  the  public  is  no  worse  than  if  he  were 

a  iquire ;  for  he  leaves  his  fortune  to  his  son  or  near 

reUrioQ,  wbo^  if  he  be  rich  enough,  will  never  think  of 

altering  into  the  church. 

And  ss  there  can  be  no  disadvantage  to  the  public 
ID  «  Phitcstant  country  that  a  man  should  hold  lands 
u  a  bUhop  any  more  than  if  he  were  a  temporal 
prsoD,  so  it  is  of  great  advantage  to  the  community 
«b«iv  a  bishop  lives  as  be  ought  to  do.  He  is  botuid 
in  cooscience  to  reside  in  his  diocese,  and  by  a  solemn 

fn>miae  to  keep  hospitality ;  his  estate  is  spent  in  the 
>Q^ooi,  not  remitted  to  England;  he  keeps  the 
cleTKj  to  their  duty,  and  is  an  example  of  virtue  both 
to  tittm  and  the  people.  Suppose  him  an  ill  man ; 
}-ft  bis  very  chai»cter  will  withhold  him  from  any 
^at  or  open  exorbitancies.  But  in  fact  it  must  be 
aUovfd  tDat  some  bishops  of  this  kingdom,  within 
twenty  years  past,  have  done  very  signdl  and  lasting 
Arts  of  public  charity ;  great  instances  whereof  are  the 
^f  ,Dr.  Marsh]  and  present  [Dr.  Lindsay!  primate, 
u<d  the  lord  archbishop  of  Dublin  [Dr.  &ing]  that 
c->v  is,  wbo  has  left  memorials  of  his  bounty  in  many 
pvtj  of  his  province.  I  might  add  the  bishop  of 
nopbue  [Dr.  Forster],  and  several  others:  not  for- 
setiing  the  late  dean  of  Down,  Dr.  Pratt,  who  be- 
Muwetl  lOOOZ.  upon  the  university ;  which  foundation, 
•  that  ]  may  observe  by  the  way,)  if  the  bill  proposed 
•Uuld  pan,  would  be  in  the  same  circumstances  with 
t^tt  bUhoDs,  nor  ever  able  again  to  advance  the  stipends 
cf  ibf  fellows  and  students,  as  lately  they  found  it 
r^ectuixy  to  do;  the  determinate  sum  appointed  by 
t;M;  itatutes  for  commons  being  not  half  sufficient,  by 
tbe  (A\  of  money,  to  afford  necessary  sustenance.  But 
tiie  paising  of  such  a  bill  must  put  an  end  to  all 
^rlniaatical  beneficence  for  the  time  to  come;  and 
vbetb«r  this  will  be  supplied  by  those  who  are  to  reap 
tiM  benefit  better  than  it  has  been  done  by  grandees  of 
nipcmx-iate  tithes,  who  received  them  upon  the  old 
ciiurtb  cotiditiona  of  keeping  hospitality,  it  will  be 
tuy  to  conjecture. 

To  allege  that  passing  such  a  bill  would  be  a  good 
'^<'«tuig«ment  to  improve  bishops*  lands  is  a  great 
'•nv.  Ii  it  not  the  general  method  of  landlords  to 
vait  the  expiration  of  a  lease,  and  then  cant  their  lands 
tt>  <be  highest  bidder?  and  what  should  hinder  the 
^e  course  to  be  taken  in  church  leases,  when  the 
liaitAtioQ  is  removed  of  paying  half  the  real  value  to 
tiv  biihopf  In  riding  mrougfa  the  country,  how  few 
i^BptvJTnnents  do  we  see  upon  ^  estates  of  laymen, 
(X'^'iier  than  about  their  own  domains  t  To  say  the 
'<nith,  it  it  a  great  misfortune,  as  well  to  the  public  as 
tn  tbf  biihops  themselves,  that  their  lands  are  generally 
i^tu  lonband  great  squires,  who,  in  reason,  were  never 
'iaiinjcd  to  be  tenants,  and  therefore  may  naturally 
mnrronr  at  the  payment  of  rent  as  a  subserviency 
tbp}-  woe  not  boni  to.  If  the  tenants  to  the  church 
**»  honest  lannen,  they  would  pay  tfaeir  fines  and 
r^tt*  with  cheerfulness,  improve  their  lands,  and  thank 
^>o«i  tltey  were  to  give  but  a  moderate  half  value  for 
•Lit  they  held.  I  have  heard  a  man  of  1000/.  a-year 
talk  with  great  contempt  of  bishops'  leasee,  as  being  on 
*«ane  fnt  than  the  rest  of  his  estate;  and  he  had 
c'T^attily  reason :  my  answer  was,  that  such  leases  irere 
nn/uttlly  intended  only  fur  the  benefit  of  industrious 
bitobaodmen,  who  would  think  it  a  great  blessing  to  be 
|n<«Kled  lor,  instead  of  having  their  farms  screwed  up 
*"  the  hnght,  not  eating  one  comfortable  meal  in  a 
}«ar,  DOT  aUe  to  find  show  for  their  chUdiwn. 


I  know  not  any  advantage  that  can  accrue  'by  such 
a  bill,  except  the  preventing  of  perjury  in  jurymen  and 
false  dealings  in  tenants ;  which  is  a  remedy  like  that 
of  giving  my  money  to  a  highwayman  before  he 
attempts  to  take  it  by  force ;  and  so  I  shall  be  sure  to 
prevent  the  sin  of  robbery. 

I  bad  wrote  thus  far,  and  thought  to  have  made  an 
end,  when  a  bookseller  sent  me  a  small  pamphlet 
entitled  **  The  Case  of  the  Laity,  with  some  Queries ;'" 
full  of  the  strongest  malice  against  the  clergy  that  I 
have  anywhere  met  with  since  the  reign  of  Toland, 
and  others  of  that  tribe.  These  kinds  of  advocates  do 
infinite  mischief  to  oua  good  caijse,  by  giving  grounds 
to  the  unjust  reproaches  of  Tori  ss  and  Jacobites,  who 
charge  us  with  being  enemies  to  the  church.  If  I 
bear  a  hearty  unfeigned  loyalty  to  his  migesty  king 
George,  and  the  house  of  Hanover,  not  shaken  in  the 
least  by  the  hardships  we  lie  under,  whidi  never  can 
be  imputable  to  ao  gracious  a  prince ;  if  I  sincerely 
abjure  the  pretender,  and  all  popish  successors ;  if  I 
bear  a  due  veneration  to  the  glorious  memory  of  the 
late  king  William,  who  preserved  these  kingdoms  from 
popery  and  slavery  with  the  expense  of  his  blood  and 
baxard  of  his  life ;  and,  lastly,  if  I  am  for  a  proper 
indulgence  to  all  dissenters,  I  think  nothing  more  can 
be  reasonably  demanded  of  me  as  a  Whig,  and  that 
my  political  catechism  is  full  and  complete.  But 
whoever,  under  the  shelter  of  tliat  party  denomination, 
and  of  many  great  professions  of  loyalty,  would  destroy 
or  undermine,  or  injure  the  church  established,  I  utterly 
disown  him,  and  think  he  ought  to  choose  anothor 
name  of  distinction  for  himself  and  his  adherents.  I 
came  into  the  cause  upon  other  principles,  which,  by 
the  grace  of  God,  I  mean  to  preserve  as  long  as  I  live. 
Shall  we  justify  tlie  accusations  of  our  adversaries? 
Hoc  Itkacus  vein.  The  Tories  and  Jacobites  will  behold 
us  with  a  malicious  pleasure,  determined  upon  the 
ru  in  of  our  friends.  For  is  not  the  present  set  o  f  bishops 
almost  entirely  of  that  number,  as  well  as  a  great  ma- 
jority of  the  principal  clergy  f  And  a  short  time  will 
reduce  the  whole  by  vacancies  upon  death. 

An  impartial  reader,  if  he  pleases  to  examine  what 
I  have  already  said,  will  easily  answer  the  bold  queries 
in  the  pamphlet  I  mentioned :  he  will  be  convinced 
that  the  reason  still  strongly  exists  for  which  that 
limiting  law  was  enacted.  A  reasonable  man  will 
wonder  where  can  be  the  insufferable  grievances  that  an 
ecclesiastical  landlord  should  expect  a  moderate  or  a 
third  part  value  in  rent  for  his  lands,  when  his  title  is 
at  least  as  ancient  and  as  legal  as  that  of  a  layman,  who 
is  yet  but  seldom  guilty  of  giving  such  beneficial  bar- 

Sains.  Has  the  nation  been  thrown  into  confusion,  and 
ave  many  poor  families  been  ruined  by  rack-rents 
paid  for  the  lands  of  the  church  f  does  the  nation  cry 
out  to  have  a  law  that  must  in  time  send  their  bishope 
a-begging  9  but,  God  be  thanked,  the  clamour  of  ene- 
mies to  die  church  is  not  yet  the  cry,  and  1  hope  will 
never  prove  the  voice,  of  the  nation.  The  clergy,  I 
conceive,  will  hardly  allow  that  the  people  maintain 
them,  any  more  than  in  the  sense  that  all  landlords 
whatsoever  are  maintained  by  the  people.  Such 
assertions  as  these,  and  the  insinuations  they  carry 
along  with  them,  proceed  from  principles  which  can- 
not be  avowed  by  those  who  are  for  preserving  the 
happy  constitution  in  church  and  state.  AVlioever 
were  the  proposers  of  such  queries,  it  might  have  pro- 
voketi  a  bold  writer  to  retaliate,  perhaps  with  more 
justice  than  prudence,  by  showing  at  whose  door  the 
grievance  lies,  and  that  the  bishops  at  least  are  not  to 
answer  fur  the  poverty  of  tenants. 

To  gratify  this  great  reformer,  who  enlarges  the 
episcopal  rent-roll  almost  one-half,  let  me  suppose  that 
all  the  church-lands  in  the  kingdom  were  thrown  up 
to  the  laity ;   would  the  tenants  in  such  a  case  sit 
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easier  in  thetr  rents  than  tbey  do  now  f  or  would  the 
money  be  equally  spent  in  the  kingdom?  No;  the 
fanner  would  be  screwed  up  to  the  utmost  penny  by 
the  ag«aits  and  stewards  of  absentees,  and  the  revenues 
employed  in  making  a  figure  at  London ;  to  which 
city  a  full  third  part  of  the  whole  income  of  Ireland  is 
annually  returned,  to  answer  that  single  article  of 
maintenance  for  Irish  landlords. 

Another  of  his  quarrels  is  against  pluralities  and 
non>residence.  As  to  the  former,  it  is  a  word  of  ill 
name,  but  not  well  understood.  The  clergy  having 
been  stripped  of  the  greatest  part  of  their  revenues,  the 

Jflebes  being  generally  lost,  the  tithes  in  the  hands  of 
aymen,  the  churches  demolished,  and  the  country 
depopulated,  in  order  to  preserve  a  face  of  Chrirtianity, 
it  was  necessary  to  unite  small  vicarages  sufficient  to 
make  a  tolerable  maintenance  for  a  minister.  The 
profit  of  ten  or  a  dosen  of  these  unions  seldom  amounts 
to  above  80/.  or  100/.  a-year.  If  there  be  a  very 
few  dignitaries  whose  preferments  are  periiaps  more 
liable  to  this  accusation,  it  is  to  be  supposed  they 
may  be  favourites  of  the  time,  or  persons  of  superior 
merit,  for  whom  there  has  ever  been  some  indulgence 
in  all  governments. 

As  to  non-residence,  I  believe  there  is  no  Christian 
country  upon  earth  where  the  clergy  have  less  to  answer 
for  upon  that  article.  I  am  confident  there  are  not 
ten  clergymen  in  the  kingdom  who,  properly  speaking, 
can  be  termed  non-residents  *,  for  surely  we  are  not  to 
reckon  in  that  number  thoee  who  for  want  of  glebes 
are  forced  to  retire  to  the  nearest  neighbouring  village 
for  a  cabin  to  put  their  heads  in  :  the  leading  man  of 
the  parish,  when  he  makes  the  greatest  clamour, 
being  least  disposed  to  accommodate  the  minister  with 
an  acre  of  ground.  And,  indeed,  considering  the 
difficulties  the  clergy  lie  under  upon  this  head,  it  has 
been  frequent  matter  of  wonder  to  me  how  they  are 
able  to  perform  that  part  of  their  duty  so  well  as 
they  do. 

There  is  a  noble  author,  [lord  Molesworth,]  who 
has  lately  addressed  to  the  house  of  commons  an  excel- 
lent discourse  for  the  encouragement  of  agriculture ; 
full  of  most  useful  hints,  which  I  hope  that  honourable 
assembly  will  consider  as  they  deserve.  I  am  no 
stranger  to  his  lordship ;  and  excepting  in  what  relates 
to  the  church,  there  are  few  persons  with  whose  opinions 
I  am  better  pleased  to  agree ;  and  am  therefore  grieved 
when  I  find  him  charging  the  inconveniences  in  the 
payment  of  tithes  upon  ibe  clergy  and  their  proctors. 
His  l<Mdship  is  above  considering  a  very  known  and 
vulgar  trutn,  that  the  meanest  Is^er  has  all  manner 
of  advantages  against  the  most  powerful  clergyman,  by 
whom  it  is  impossible  he  can  be  wronged,  although 
the  minister  were  ever  so  ill  disposed  ;  the  whole  system 
of  teasing,  perplexing,  and  defrauding  the  proctor  or 
his  master,  being  as  well  known  to  every  ploughman 
as  the  reaping  or  sowing  of  his  com,  and  much  more 
artfully  practised.  Besides  the  leading  man  in  the 
parish  must  have  his  tithes  at  his  own  rate,  which  is 
tiardly  ever  above  one  .quarter  of  the  value.  And  I 
have  heard  it  computed  by  many  skilful  observers, 
whose  interest  was  not  concerned,  that  the  clergy  did 
not  receive,  throughout  the  kingdom,  one-half  of  what 
the  laws  have  made  their  due. 

As  to  his  lordship  s  discontent  against  the  bishops' 
court,  I  shall  not  interpose  farther  than  in  venturing 
my  private  opinion  that  the  clergy  would  be  very  glad 
to  recover  their  just  dues  by  a  more  short,  decisive, 
and  compulsive  method,  than  such  a  cramped,  limited 
jurisdiction  will  allow. 

His  lordship  is  not  the  only  person  disposed  to  give 
the  clergy  the  honour  of  being  the  sole  encouragers  of 
all  new  improvements.  If  hops,  hemp,  flax,  and 
*^ — «v  things  more,  are  to  be  planted,  the  clergy  alone 


must  reward  the  industrious  farmer  by  abatement  of 
the  tithe.  What  if  the  owner  of  nine  parts  in  ten 
would  please  to  abate  proportionably  io  his  rent  for 
every  acre  thus  improved  ?  Would  not  a  man  just 
dropped  from  the  clouds,  upon  a  full  hearing,  judge 
the  demand  to  be  at  least  as  reasonable  f 

I  believe  no  man  will  dispute  his  lordship*i  titl^  to 
his  estate ;  nor  will  I  theyiw  divinttm  of  tithes,  which 
he  mentions  with  some  emotion.  I  suppose  the  affirm- 
ative would  be  of  little  advantage  to  the  clergy,  fv 
the  same  reason  that  a  maxim  in  law  has  more  weight 
in  the  world  than  an  article  of  faith.  And  yet  I  tbiuk 
tliere  may  be  such  a  thing  as  sacrilege ;  because  it  u 
frequently  mentioned  by  (Greek  and  Roman  aathati 
as  well  as  described  in  Holy  Writ.  This  I  an  sure 
of,  that  his  lordship  would  at  any  time  excose  a  par- 
liament for  not  concerning  itself  in  his  properties  with- 
out his  own  consent. 

The  observations  I  have  made  upon  his  lord«bip  j 
discourse  have  not,  I  confess,  been  altogefiier  proper 
to  my  subject :  however,  since  he  has  been  pW«i 
therein  to  ofier  some  proposals  to  the  house  of  com- 
mons with  relation  to  tne  clergv,  I  hope  he  will  exaise 
me  for  differing  from  him ;  which  proceeds  from  hv 
own  principle,  the  desire  of  defending  liberty  and  pro- 
perty, that  ne  has  so  strenuously  and  constantly  maio- 
tained. 

But  the  other  writer  openly  declares  for  a  la* 
empowering  the  bishops  to  set  fee- farms ;  and  aj^i 
"  Whoever  intimates  that  they  will  deny  their  consent 
to  such  a  reasonable  law,  which  the  whole  nation  criea 
for,  are  enemies  to  them  and  the  church.'*  Whether 
this  be  his  real  opinion,  or  only  a  strain  of  mirth  sihI 
irony,  the  matter  is  not  much.  However,  iny  senti- 
ments are  so  directly  contrary  to  his,  that  I  think  who- 
ever impartially  reads  and  considers  what  I  bare 
written  upon  this  argument  has  either  no  regard  for 
the  church  established  under  the  hierarchy  of  bisbopk 
or  will  never  consent  to  any  law  that  riiall  repeal  or 
elude  the  limiting  clause  relating  to  the  real  half 
value  contained  in  the  act  of  parliament  decimo  CartM 
for  the  preservation  of  the  inheritance,  rights,  and 
profits  of  lands  belonging  to  the  church  and  penno« 
ecclesiastical ;  which  was  grounded  upon  reasons  that 
do  still  and  must  for  ever  subsist 


TO  HIS  GRACE 

WILLIAM  LORD  ARCHBISHOP  OF 
DUBLIN.  &c. 

THE     HUMBLE    REPRESENTATION     OP     THE    CLXBCT  OP 
THE  CITY   OP   DUBLIN. 

Januttry,  l^*- 
My  Lord. — Your  grace  having  been  pleased  to  com 
municate  to  us  a  certain  brief  by  letters -patent  f< 
the  relief  of  one  Charles  McCarthy,  whose  house  in 
College-green,  Dublin,  was  burnt  by  an  accideo^al 
fire;  and  having  desired  us  to  consider  of  the  said 
brief,  and  give  our  opinions  thereof  to  your  grace : 

We,  the  clergy  of  the  city  of  Dublin,  in  compliant 
with  your  grace's  desire,  and  with  great  ackuow- 
ledgmentv  for  your  paternal  tenderness  toward]  u<. 
having  maturely  considered  the  said  brief  by  letters- 
patent,  compared  the  several  parts  of  it  with  what  i< 
enjoined  us  by  the  Rubric,  (which  is  confirmed  by  act 
of  parliament,)  and  consulted  persons  skilled  in  (Ik 
laws  of  the  church ;  do,  in  the  names  o(  ourselva  and 
of  tl>e  rest  of  our  brethren,  the  clergy  of  the  diocese  of 
Dublin,  most  humbly  represent  to  your  grace : 

Firs/,  That  by  this  brief  your  grace  is  reouired  and 
commanded  to  recommend  and  command  ail  the  \oi' 
sons,  vicars,  &c.,  to  advance  so  great  an  act  of  charity. 

We  shall  not  presume  to  determine  how  far  your 
grace  may  be  commanded  by  the  said  brief,  but  sc 
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humUj  coDceire  that  the  clergy  of  your  dioceae  can- 
not, bj  iny  law  now  in  being,  be  commanded  by  your 
gnce  to  advance  the  said  act  of  charity  any  otherwise 
than  br  reading  the  aaid  brief  in  our  aeverid  churchee, 
ai  preKribed  by  the  Rubric. 

Snmdljfy  Wbereaa  it  ia  aaid  in  the  aaid  brief,  "  That 
tbe  panoos,  vicara,  &c^  upon  the  firat  Lord'a-day  or 
oppartunity  after  the  receipt  of  the  copy  of  the  aaid 
bri^,  shall  deliberately  and  affectionately  publiah  and 
declare  the  tenour  thereof  to  hia  majeaty'a  aubjecta,  and 
eanMtljr  perauade,  exhort,  and  atir  them  up  to  con- 
tribute freely  and  cheerfully  toward  the  relief  of  the 
laid  niflerer  :** 

We  do  not  compirehend  what  ia  meant  by  the  word 
apporhtiuty.  We  never  do  preach  upon  any  day 
except  tbe  Lord*a-day,  or  aome  aolemn  daya  legally 
appoioted;  neither  ia  it  poaaible  for  the  atrongeat 
foattituti<n  among  ua  to  ooey  thia  command,  (which 
itjcludei  no  leaa  than  a  whole  aermon,)  upon  any  other 
opportunity  than  when  our  people  are  met  together  in 
tbe  diorch ;  and  to  perform  thia  work  in  every  houae 
where  tbe  pariahea  are  very  populoua,  conaiatang  aome- 
times  bere  in  town  of  nine  hundred  or  one  thouaand 
boQMa,  would  take  up  the  apace  of  a  year,  although 
we  ihoold  pceach  in  two  familiea  every  day;  and 
almoat  aa  much  time  in  the  country,  where  the  pariahea 
are  of  Urge  extent,  the  roada  bad,  and  the  people  too 
poor  to  receive  us  and  give  charity  at  once. 

Bat,  if  it  be  meant  that  theae  exhortationa  are  com- 
naiided  to  be  made  in  the  church  upon  the  LordV 
day,  we  are  humbly  of  opinion  that  it  ia  left  to  the 
diicietioo  of  the  clergy  to  chooae  what  aubjecta  they 
tbiok  moat  proper  to  preach  on,  and  at  what  timea ; 
and  if  they  preach  either  false  doctrinea  or  aeditioua 
{riiiciplea,  they  are  liable  to  be  punislied. 

It  may  poaaibly  happen  that  the  aufferer  recom- 
ineuded  may  be  a  person  not  deaerving  the  favour 
nteoded  by  the  brief;  in  which  case,  no  minister  who 
koova  the  anfferer  to  be  an  undeaerving  peraon,  can 
«ith  a  nfe  conacience  deliberately  and  affectionately 
publish  the  brief,  much  leaa  eameatly 'persuade,  exhort, 
and  stir  up  the  people  to  contribute  neely  and  cheer- 
fully toward  the  rebef  of  auch  a  aufferer.* 

Tktriljf^  Whereas,  in  the  aaid  brief,  the  ministers 
u>d  curates  are  required,  "on  the  week-days  next 
after  the  Lord Vday  when  the  brief  was  read,  to  go 
fnun  houae  to  house,  with  their  churchwardens,  to  aide 
ud  receive  ftom  all  peraona  the  aaid  charity."  We 
cuiQot  bat  observe  here  that  the  aaid  ministera  axe 
|lirect]y  made  collectora  of  the  aaid  charity,  in  con- 
joncttoD  with  the  churchwardena,  which,  however,  we 
pff^nune  waa  not  intended,  as  being  against  all  law 
^d  precedent ;  and  therefore  we  apprehend  there  may 
^  lome  inconsistency,  which  leaves  us  at  a  losa  how 
^  proceed:  for  in  the  next  paragraph  the  miniatera 
and  citratea  are  only  required,  where  they  conveniently 
can.  to  accompany  the  churchwardena,  or  procure  aome 
C'tUr  of  the  chief  inhabitants  to  do  the  aame.  And  in 
<  following  paragraph  the  whole  work  seema  left 
niirdj  to  me  churchwardens,  who  are  required  to  use 
their  uttnoat  diligence  to  gather  and  collect  the  aaid 
cbahty,  aod  to  pay  the  aame,  in  ten  daya  after,  to  the 
P«*»,  vicar,  &c. 

lu  answer  to  this,  we  do  represent  to  your  grace 
our  bumble  opinion,  that  neither  we  nor  our  church- 
vardens  can  be  legally  commanded  or  required  to 
go  from  houae  to  house  to  receive  the  said  charity ; 
because  your  grace  haa  informed  us  in  your  order,  at 
your  viiiution,  a.d.  1712,  "  That  neither  we  nor  our 
^j^orehwardena  are  bound  to  make  any  collectiona  for 
we  poor  aave   in  the  church;'"  which   alao  appears 

*  ^'*  M'Cuthy'i  houM  waa  tnunt  in  the  month  of  August. 
1723 ;  «idth«  anivertal  opioioa  of  mankind  was,  that  M'Carthy 
uawif  «M  tbe  pcnon  who  aei  fire  to  the  house. 


plainly  by  the  Rubric,  that  appointa  both  time  and 
place,  aa  your  grace  has  observed  in  your  aaid  order. 

We  do  likewiae  aaaure  your  grace  that  it  ia  not  in 
our  power  to  procure  some  of  the  chief  inhabitanta  of 
our  parishes  to  accompany  the  churchwardena  from 
house  to  house  in  theae  collections;  and  we  have 
reason  to  believe  that  such  a  propoeal  made  to  our 
chief  inhabitants  (particularly  in  this  city,  where  our 
chief  inhabitants  are  often  peers  of  the  land)  would  be 
received  in  a  manner  very  little  to  our  own  satiafac- 
tion  or  to  the  advantage  of  the  aaid  collectiona. 

JFburthfyf  l^e  brief  doea  will,  require,  and  com- 
mand the  biahops,  and  all  other  dignitaries  of  the 
church,  ''That  they  make  their  contributions  dis- 
tinctly, to  be  returned  in  the  aeveral  provinces  to  the 
aeversd  archbiahopa  of  the  aame." 

Upon  which  we  take  leave  to  observe  that  the  terms 
of  expresaion  here  are  of  the  atrongeat  kind,  and  in  a 
point  that  may  aubject  the  aaid  dignitaries  (for  we 
ahall  aay  nothing  of  the  biahopa)  to  great  incon- 
veniences. 

The  aaid  dignitariea  are  bere  willed,  required,  and 
commanded  to  make  their  contributiona  distinctly: 
by  which  it  should  aeem  that  they  are  absolutely  com* 
^manded  to  make  contributiona,  (for  tbe  word  dittinctfy 
ia  but  a  circumatance,)  and  may  be  understood  not 
very  agreeable  to  a  voluntary,  cheerful  contribution. 
And  therefore,  if  any  bishop  or  dignitary  ahould  refuae 
to]  make  hia  contribution,  (perhaps  for  very  good  rea- 
sona,)  he  may  be  thought  to  incur  the  crime  of  dis- 
obedience to  hia  majeaty,  which  all  good  aubjects 
abhor  when  auch  a  command  ia  according  to  law. 

Moat  dignities  of  this  kii^om  consiat  only  of 
parochial  tithea,  and  the  dignitaries  are  ministers  of 
pariahea.  A  doubt  may  therefore  ariae  whether  the 
Bsdd  dignitariea  are  willed,  required,  and  commanded  to 
make^their  contributiona  in  both  capacities,  distinctly 
as  dignitariea,  and  jointly  as  parsons  or  vicara. 

Many  dignitiea  in  thia  kingdom  are  the  poorest  kind 
of  beneficea;  and  it  ahould  aeem  hard  to  put  poor 
dignitariea  under  the  necessity  either  of  making  greater 
contributions  than  they  can  afford,  or  of  expoauig  them- 
aelvea  to  the  censure  of  wanting  charity  by  making 
their  contributiona  public. 

Our  Saviour  commanda  ua,  in  works  of  charity,  to 
"let  not  our  left  hand  know  what  our  right  hand 
doth;"  which  cannot  well  conaiat  with  our  being 
willed,  required,  and  commanded,  by  any  earthly 
power,  where  no  law  ia  preacribed,  to  publish  our 
charity  to  the  world  if  we  have  a  mind  to  conceal  it. 

Fi/Uhfy,  Wbereaa  it  ia  aaid  in  the  uid  brief,  *"  That 
the  parson,  vicar,  &c.,  of  every  pariah  ahall,  in  aix 
daya  after  the  receipt  of  the  aaid  charity,  return  it  to 
hia  respective  chancellor,  &c."  This  may  be  a  great 
grievance,  hazard,  and  expenae  to  the  aaid  parson,  in 
remote  and  desolate  parta  of  the  country ;  where  often 
an  honest  ,'mesaenger  (if  auch  a  one  can  be  got)  must 
be  hired  to  travel  forty  or  fifty  milea  going  and  coming ; 
which  will  probably  coat  more  than  the  value  of  the 
contribution  he  carries  with  him.  And  this  charge, 
if  briefs  should  happen  to  be  frequent,  would  be 
enough  to  undo  many  a  poor  clergyman  in  the  king- 
dom. 

Sixthfy,  We  observe  in  the  said  brief  that  the  pro- 
vost and  fellowa  of  the  univeraity,  judgea,  officera  of 
the  court,  and  profeaaora  of  lawa,  common  and  civil, 
are  neither  willed,  required,  nor  commanded  to  make 
their  contributiona,  but  tliat  ao  good  a  work  ia  only 
recommended  to  them.  Wbereaa  we  conceive  that  all 
hia  majeaty'a  subjects  are  equally  obliged,  with  or 
without  hia  majesty 'a  commanda,  to  promote  worke  of 
charity  according  to  their  power ;  ana  that  the  clei^, 
in  their  eccleaiaatical  capacity,  are  only  liable  to  auch 
commanda   as  the  Rubric,  or  any  other  law,  shall 
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enjoiiif  being  bom  to  the  same  privileges  of  freedom 
with  the  rest  of  his  majesty's  subjects. 

We  cannot  but  obseire  to  your  grace  that  in  the 
English  act  of  the  fourth  year  of  queen  Anne,  for  the 
better  collecting  charity-money  on  briefs  by  letters- 

Satent,  &c.,  the  ministers  are  obliged  only  to  read  the 
riefs  in  their  churches,  without  any  particular  exhorta- 
tions ;  neither  are  they  commanded  to  go  from  house 
to  house  with  the  churchwardens,  nor  to  send  the 
money  collected  to  their  respective  chancellora,  but  to 
pay  it  to  the  undertaker  or  agent  of  the  sufferer.  So 
that  we  humbly  hope  the  clergy  of  this  kingdom  shall 
not,  without  any  law  in  being,  be  put  to  greater  hard- 
ships in  this  case  than  their  brethren  in  England,  where 
the  legislature,  intending  to  prevent  the  abuses  in 
collecting  charity-money  on  briefs,  did  not  think  fit 
to  put  the  clergy  under  any  of  those  difficulties  we 
now  complain  of  in  the  present  brief  by  letters-patent 
for  the  relief  of  Charles  McCarthy  aforesaid. 

The  collections  upon  the  Lord'sday  are  the  princi- 
pal support  of  our  own  numerous  poor  in  our  several 
parishes ;  and  therefore  every  single  brief,  with  the  be- 
nefit of  a  full  collection  over  the  whole  kingdom,  must 
deprive  several  tiiousarids  of  poor  of  their  weekly  main- 
tenance, for  the  sake  only  of  one  person,  who  often  be- 
comes a  sufferer  by  his  own  folly  or  negligence,  and  is 
sure  to  overvalue*  his  losses  double  or  treble ;  so  that 
if  this  precedent  be  followed,  as  it  certainly  will  if  the 
present  brief  should  succeed,  we  may  probably  have  a 
new  brief  every  week ;  and  thus,  for  the  advantage  of 
fifty-two  persons,  whereof  not  one  in  ten  is  deserving, 
and  for  the  interest  of  a  dosen  dexterous  clerks  and  se- 
cretaries, the  whole  poor  in  the  kingdom  will  be  likely 
to  starve. 

We  are  credibly  informed  that  neither  the  officers  of 
the  lord  primate  in  preparing  the  report  of  his  grace's 
opinion,  nor  those  of  the  great  seal  in  passing  the  patent 
for  briefs,  will  remit  any  of  their  fees,  both  which 
do  amount  to  a  considerable  sum  :  and  thus  the  good 
intentions  of  well-disposed  people  are,  in  a  great  mea- 
sure, disappointed,  a  large  part  of  their  charity  being 
anticipated  and  alienated  by  fees  and  gratuities. 

Ltutfy^  We  cannot  but  represent  to  your  grace  our 
great  concern  and  grief  to  see  the  pains  and  labour  of 
our  churchwardens  so  much  increased  by  the  injunc- 
tions and  commands  put  upon  them  in  this  brief,  to  the 
great  disadvantage  of  the  clergy  and  the  people,  as  well 
aM  to  their  own  trouble,  damage,  and  loss  of  time ;  to 
which  great  additions  have  been  already  made  by  laws 
appointing  them  to  collect  the  taxes  for  the  wateh  and 
the  poorhouse,  which  they  bear  with  great  unwilling- 
ness ;  and  if  they  shall  find  themselves  further  laden 
with  such  briefs  as  this  of  McCarthy,  it  will  prove  so 
great  a  discouragement  that  we  shall  never  be  able  to 
provide  honest  and  sufficient  persons  for  that  weighty 
office  of  churchwarden,  so  necessary  to  the  laity  as  well 
as  the  clergy  in  all  things  that  relate  to  the  order  and 
regulation  of  parishes. 

Upon  all  diese  considerations,  we  humbly  hope  that 
your  grace,  of  whose  fatherly  care,  vigilance,  and  ten- 
derness we  have  had  so  many  and  great  instances,  will 
represent  the  ease  to  his  most  excellent  majesty,  or  the 
chief  governor  in  this  kingdom,  in  such  a  manner  that 
we  may  be  neither  under  the  necessity  of  declining  his 
majesty's  commands  in  his  letters-patent,  or  of  taking 
new  and  grievous  burdens  upon  ourselves  and  our 
churchwardens,  to  which  neitner  the  Rubric  nor  any 
other  law  in  force  obliges  us  to  submit. 
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Those  gentlemen  who  have  been  promoted  to  biibop- 
rics  in  this  kingdom  for  several  years  past  are  of  tvo 
sorts:  first,  certain  private  clergymen  trom  England, 
who,  by  the  force  of  liriends,  industry,  solicitation,  or 
other  means  and  merits  to  me  unknown,  have  htm 
raised  to  that  character  by  the  mero  mottt  of  the  crovn. 

Of  the  other  sort  are  some  clergymen  bora  in  this 
kingdom,  who  have  most  distinguished  themselves  by 
their  warmth  against  popery,  their  great  indulgence  to 
dissenters  and  all  true  loyal  Protestants ;  by  tiieir  zol 
for  the  house  of  Hanover,  abhorrence  of  the  pretender, 
and  an  implicit  readiness  to  fall  into  any  measures  that 
will  make  the  government  easy  to  those  who  represeot 
his  majesty's  persoTi. 

Some  of  the  former  kind  are  such  as  are  said  to  have 
enjoyed  tolerable  preferments  in  England ;  and  it  is 
therefore  much  to  their  commendation  that  they  hare 
condescended  to  leave  their  native  country,  and  com« 
over  hither  to  be  bishops,  merely  to  promote  Chrirtisnfty 
among  us ;  and  therefore,  in  my  opinion,  both  their 
lordships  and  the  many  defenders  they  bring  orer  may 
justly  claim  the  merit  of  missionaries  sent  to  conrert  a 
nation  from  heresy  and  heathenism. 

Before  I  proceed  further  it  may  be  proper  to  relate 
some  particulars  wherein  the  circumstances  of  the  Eng- 
lish clergy  differ  from  those  of  Ireland. 

The  districts  of  parishes  throughout  England  conti-  ' 
nue  much  the  same  as  they  were  before  the  Reformation ;  ' 
and  most  of  the  churches  arc  of  the  gothic  architecture,  ' 
built  some  hundred  years  ago ;  but  the  tithes  of  great  > 
numbers  of  churches  having  been  applied  by  the  popei  ' 
pretended  authority  to  several  abbeys,  and  even  before 
the  Reformation  bestowed  by  that  sacrilegious  tjnot 
Henry  VIII.  on  his  ravenous  favourites,  the  mainte- 
nance of  an  incumbent  in  most  parts  of  the  kingdom 
is  contemptibly  small:  and  yet  a  vicar  there  of  40/. 
a-year  can  live  with  more  comfort  than  one  of  tliree 
times  the  nominal  value  with  us.  For  his  40/.  are 
dtily  paid  him,  because  there  is  not  one  farmer  in  a 
hundred  who  is  not  worth  five  times  the  rent  he  pay* 
to  his  landlord,  and  fifty  times  the  sum  demanded  for 
the  tithes ;  which,  by  the  small  compass  of  his  mrish, 
he  can  easily  collect  or  compound  for;  and  if  n»  be- 
haviour and  understanding  be  supportable,  he  will  fro- 
bably  receive  presents,  now  and  then,  from  his  partdi- 
ionen,  and  perhaps  from  the  squire ;  who,  alAough  h« 
may  sometimes  be  apt  to  treat  his  i^arson  a  little  saper- 
ciliously,  will  probably  be  soflened  by  a  little  humble 
demeanour.  The  vicar  is  likewise  generally  km  t» 
find  upon  his  admittonce  to  his  living  a  convenieut 
house  and  bam  in  repair,  with  a  garden,  and  a  field  or 
two  to  graze  a  few  cows,  and  one  horse  for  himself  and 
his  wife.  He  has  prohttbly  a  market  very  near  him, 
perhaps  in  his  own  village.  No  entertainment  is  ex' 
pectea  by  his  visitor  beyond  a  pot  of  ale  and  a  piece  of 
cheese.  He  has  every  Sunday  the  comfort  of  a  fo" 
congregation  of  plain,  cleanly  people  of  both  wx«»i 
well  to  pass,  and  who  speak  his  own  language.  The 
scene  atx>ut  him  is  fully  cultivated  (I  mean  for  the 
general)  and  well  inhabited.  He  dreads  no  thieves  for 
anything  but  his  apples,  for  the  trade  of  universal  f'eal- 
ing  is  not  so  epidemic  tliere  as  with  us.  His  wife  tf 
little  better  than  Goodv,  in  her  birth,  education,  or 
dress;  and  as  to  himself,  we  must  let  his  pareutags 
alone.  If  he  be  the  son  of  a  farmer  it  is  very  sufficient, 
and  hb  sister  may  very  decently  be  chambermaid  to 
the  squire's  wife.  He  goes  about  on  working  days  m 
a  grazier's  coat,  and  will  not  scruple  to  assist  bis  wort* 
me^  in  harvest  time.    He  is  usually  wary  and  tbrifiyt 
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aiHl  oftn  moie  able  to  piovide  for  a  numerous  family 
than  lome  of  oun  can  do  with  a  rectory  called  300/. 
ft-year.  Hit  Uaughten  ahall  go  t<^  Bervice,  or  be  sent 
appreutjce  to  the  Mmpstieas  of  the  next  town ;  and  his 
aou  aiv  put  to  honest  trades.  This  is  the  usual  course 
(Am EogJi^ country  vicar,  from  30/.  to  60/.  a-year. 

As  to  tlie  clctgy  of  our  own  kingdom,  their  livings 
an  gencfally  larger.  Not  originally,  or  by  the  bounty 
(>f  prioccs,  parliaments,  or  charitable  endowments,  for 
tbettme  degradations  (and  as  to  glebes,  a  much  greater) 
hne  been  made  here,  but,  by  the  destruction  and 
cksolttioD  in  the  long  wars  between  the  invaders  and 
the  natives ;  during  which  time  a  great  part  of  the 
hiibopa'  laiidi  and  almost  all  the  glebes  were  lost  in  the 
corifiuisD.  The  first  invaders  had  almost  the  whole 
kin^um  divided  among  them.  New  invaders  suc- 
cenled,  siid  diote  out  their  predecessors  as  native  Irish. 
The«  wne  expelled  by  others  who  came  after,  and  upon 
the  nine  pretensions.  Thus  it  went  on  for  several 
buidinii  yean,  and  in  some  degree  even  to  our  own 
m«m(viet.  And  thus  it  will  probably  go  on,  although 
fiut  in  s  martial  way,  to  the  end  of  the  world.  For 
nut  only  the  purchasers  of  debentures  forfeited  in  1641 
vfre  all  of  English  birth,  but  those  after  the  Restora- 
tiot)^  sod  many  who  came  hither  even  since  the  Revo- 
lution, aie  looaed  upon  as  perfect  Irish ;  directly  con* 
tnrjU)  the  practice  of  all  wise  nations,  and  pavticu- 
liil)' of  the  Greeks  and  Romans,  in  establishiug  their 
culuoics,  by  which  name  Ireland  is  very  absurdly  called. 

Cnder  thaw  distractions  the  conquerors  always 
kM  what  lands  they  could  with  little  ceremony, 
vbeiber  they  belonged  to  the  church  or  not :  thus  the 
giebo  were  almost  universally  exposed  to  the  iirst 
tfittn,  and  could  never  be  recovened,  although  the 
^rinti,  with  the  particular  denominations,  are  manifest 
and  itiU  uk  being.  The  whole  lands  of  the  see  of 
Waterford  were  wholly  taken  by  one  family ;  the  like 
u  reported  of  other  bi^oprics. 

King  James  I.,  who  deserves  mom  of  the  church  of 
Iteland  than  all  other  princes  put  together,  having  the 
(irfettuiei  of  vast  tracts  of  lan<^>n  the  northem  parts,  (I 
tbiiik  commonly  called  the  escheated  counties,)  having 
panted  some  hundred  thousand  acres  of  these  lands 
<«>  certain  Scotch  and  English  favourites,  was  prevailed 
*in  hj  gome  great  prelates  to  grant  to  some  sees  in  the 
tt«tk.  end  to  many  parishes  there,  certain  parcels  of 
1aij<1  fur  the  augmentation  of  poor  bishoprics,  did  like* 
vise  eudow  many  parishes  with  glebes  for  the  incum- 
t«its.  whereof  a  good  number  escaped  the  depredations 
wf  16U  and  1688.  These  lands,  when  they  were  granted 
b.T  king  James,  consisted  mostly  of  woody  ground, 
vberewith  thoee  parts  of  this  island  were  then  overrun. 
IkU  is  yell  known,  universally  allowed,  and  by  some 
tn  psrt  lemcmbered ;  the  rest  being,  in  some  places,  not 
^U«d  out  to  this  day.  And  the  value  of  the  lands 
*u  consequently  very  inconsiderable  till  Scotch  colo> 
■lu^  came  over  in  swarms  upon  great  encouragement  to 
nuke  them  habitable,  at  least  for  such  a  race  of  strongs 
^»^M  people,  who  came  hither  from  their  own  bleak 
t4rrm  highlands,  as  it  were  into  a  paradise ;  who  soon 
v^re  able  to  get  straw  for  their  bedding,  instead  of  a 
*"U)dle  of  heath  spread  on  the  ground  and  sprinkled 
^th  water.  Here  by  degrees  they  acquired  some  de- 
^  of  politeucas  and  civility  from  such  neighbouring 
hi*baswere  still  left  after  Ty  rone's  last  rebell  ion,  aiid  are 
once  grown  almost  entire  possessors  of  the  north.  Thus, 
^leugth,  the  woods  being  rooted  up^  the  land  was 
vqugUt  in  and  tilled,  and  the  glebes,  which  could  not 
wore  yield  two-pence  an  acre,  are  equal  to  the  best, 
fcmtettmes  affording  the  minister  a  good  demesne,  and 
•MDeUndtoleL 

TWse  wars  and  desolations  in  their  natural  conse- 
qoriKes  were  likewise  the  cause  of  another  effect, I 
BMin  that  of  uniting  several  pacishes  under  one  incum- 


bent. For,  as  the  lands  were  of  little  value  by  the  want 
of  inhabitants  to  cultivate  them,  and  many  of  the 
churches  levelled  to  the  ground,  particularly  by  the 
fanatic  zeal  of  those  rebellious  saints  who  murdered 
their  king,  destroyed  the  church,  and  overthrew  mo- 
narchy ;  (for  all  which  there  is  a  humiliation-day  ap- 
pointed by  law,  and  soim  approaching ;)  so,  in  order  to 
give  a  tolerable  maintenance  to  a  minister,  and  the 
country  being  too  poor,  as  well  as  devotion  too  low,  to 
think  of  building  new  churches,  it  was  found  necessary 
to  repair  some  one  church  which  had  least  suffered,  and 
join  sometimes  three  or  more,  enough  for  a  bare  support 
to  some  clergyman  who  knew  not  where  to  provide 
himself  better.  This  was  a  case  ol  absolute  necessity, 
to  prevent  heatlienism,  as  well  as  popery,  from  over- 
running the  nation.  The  consequence  of  these  unions 
was  very  different  indifferent  parts;  for,  in  the  north, 
by  the  Scotch  settlement,  their  numbers  daily  increas- 
ing by  new  additions  from  their  own  country,  and  their 
prolific  quality  peculiar  to  northem  people ;  and,  lastly, 
by  their  universally  feeding  upon  oats,  (which  grain, 
under  its  several  preparations  and  denominations,  is  the 
only  natural  luxury  of  that  hardy  people,)  the  value  of 
tithes  increased  so  prodigiously,  that  at  this  day,  I  cou' 
fesB, 'several  united  parishes  ought  to  be  divided,  taking 
in  so  great  a  compass  that  it  is  almost  impossible  for 
the  people  to  tmvel  timely  to  their  own  parish  church, 
or  their  little  churches  to  contain  half  their  number, 
though  the  revenue  would  be  sufficient  to  maintain  two, 
or  perhaps  three,  worthy  clergymen  with  decency; 
provided  the  times  mend,  or  that  they  were  honestly 
dealt  with,  which  I  confess  is  seldom  the  case.  I  shall 
name  only  one,  and  it  is  the  deanery  of  Derry ;  the  re* 
venue  whereof,  if  the  dean  could  get  his  dues,  exceed- 
ing that  of  some  bishoprics,  both  by  the  compass  and 
fertility  of  the  soil,  the  number  as  well  as  industry  of 
the  inhabitants,  the  conveniency  of  exporting  their  com 
to  Dublin  and  foreign  parts;  and,  lastly,  by  the  acci- 
dental discovery  of  marl  in  many  places  of  (he  several 
parishes.  Yet  all  this  revenue  is  wholly  founded  upon 
com,  for  I  am  told  there  is  hardly  an  acre  of  glebe  for 
the  dean  to  plant  and  build  on. 

I  am  therefore  of  opinion  that  a  real  undefalcated 
revenue  of  600/.  a-year  is  a  sufficient  income  for  a 
country  dean  in  this  kingdom ;  and  since  the  rents 
consist  wholly  of  tithes,  two  parishes,  to  the  amount  of 
that  value,  should  be  united,  and  the  dean  reside  as 
minister  in  that  of  Down,  and  the  remaining  parishes 
be  divided  among  worthy  clergymen  to  about  300iL 
a-year  to  each.  The  deanery  of  Derry,  which  is  a 
large  city,  might  be  left  worth  800/.  a-year,  and  Raphoe 
according  as  it  sliall  be  tliought  proper.  These  three 
are  the  only  opulent  deaneries  in  the  whole  kingdom, 
and,  as  I  am  mformed,  consist  all  of  tithes,  which  was 
an  unhappy  expedient  in  the  church,  occasioned  by  the 
sacrilegious  robberies  during  the  several  times  of  con- 
fusion and  war ;  insomuch  that  at  this  day  there  is 
hartUy  any  remainder  left  of  dean  and  chapter  lands 
in  Ireland,  that  delicious  monel  swallowed  so  greedily 
in  England  under  the  fanatic  usurpations. 

As  to  the  pesent  scheme  of  a  bill  for  obliging  the 
clergy  to  residence,  now  or  lately  in  the  privy  council, 
I  know  no  more  of  the  particulars  than  wlu^  has  been 
told  me  by  several  clergymen  of  distinction,  who  say 
that  a  petition  in  the  name  of  them  all  has  been  pe- 
seuted  to  the  lord-lieutenant  and  council,  that  they 
might  he  heard  by  their  council  against  the  bill,  and 
that  the  petition  was  rejected,  with  some  reasons  why 
it  was  rejected ;  for  the  bishons  are  supposed  to  know 
best  what  is  proper  for  the  clergy.  It  seems  the  bill 
consists  of  two  parts:  first,  a  power  in  the  bishons, 
with  consent  of  the  archbishop  and  the  patron,  to  taice 
off  from  any  parish  whatever  it  is  worth  above  300/. 
a-year ;  and  this  to  be  done  without  the  incumbeut'a 
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consent,  which  before  was  necessary  in  all  divisions. 
The  other  port  of  the  bill  obliges  all  clergymen,  from 
40/.  a-year  and  upwards,  to  reside  and  build  a  house 
in  bis  parish.  But  those  of  40/.  are  remitted  till  they 
shall  receive  100/.  out  of  the  revenue  of  first-fruits 
granted  by  her  late  majesty. 


CONSIDERATIONS 

UPON 

TWO   BILLS, 

SENT  DOWN  PBOM  THB  RIGHT    HONOURABLE  THE  HOUSE 

OP    LORDS    TO     TUB     HONOURABLE     THB    HOUSE    OP 

COMMONS  IN  IRELAND  RELATING  TO  THB  CLEBGY. 


Dublin,  Feb.  24, 1731-2. 
I  HAVE  often,  for  above  a  month  past,  desired  some  few 
clergymen  who  are  pleased  to  visit  me,  that  they  would 
procure  an  extract  of  two  bills  brought  into  the  council 
by  some  of  the  bishops,  and  both  of  them  since  passed 
in  the  house  of  lords  :  but  I  could  never  obtain  what  I 
desired,  whether  by  the  forgetfulness  or  negligence  of 
those  whom  I  employed,  or  the  -difficulty  of  the  thing 
itself.  Therefore,  if  I  should  happen  to  mistake  in  any 
fact  of  consequence,  I  desire  my  remarks  upon  it  may 
pass  for  nothing ;  for  my  information  is  no  oetter  than 
what  I  received  in  words  from  several  divines,  who 
seemed  to  agree  with  each  other.  I  have  not  the  honour 
to  be  acquainted  with  any  one  single  prelate  of  the 
kingdom,  and  am  a  stranger  to  their  characters,  further 
than  as  common  fame  reports  them,  which  is  not  to  be 
depended  on ;  therefore  I  cannot  be  supposed  to  act 
upon  a  principle  of  resentment.  I  esteem  their  func- 
tions (if  I  may  be  allowed  to  say  so  without  offence)  as 
truly  apostolical,  and  absolutely  necessary  to  the  per- 
fection of  a  Christian  church. 

There  are  no  qualities  more  incident  to  the' frailty 
and  corruptions  of  human  kind  than  an  indifference  or 
insensibility  for  other  men  s  sufferings,  and  a  sudden 
forgetfulness  of  their  own  former  humble  state  when 
they  rise  in  the  world.  These  two  dispositions  have 
not,  I  think,  anywhere  so  strongly  exerted  themselves 
as  in  the  order  of  bishops  with  regard  to  the  inferior 
clergy ;  for  which  I  can  find  no  reasons  but  such  as  na- 
tunUly  should  seem  to  operate  a  quite  contrary  way. 
The  maintenance  of  the  clergy  throughout  the  kingdom 
is  precarious  and  uncertain,  collected  from  a  most  mi- 
serable race  of  beggarly  farmers;  at  whose  mercy  every 
minister  lies  to  be  defrauded.  His  office,  as  rector  or 
vicar,  if  it  be  duly  executed,  is  very  laborioiis.  As  soon 
as  be  is  promoted  to  a  bishopric  the  scene  is  entirely 
and  happily  changed;  h»  revenues  are  large  and  as 
surely  paid  as  those  of  the  king ;  his  whole  business  is 
once  a-year  to  receive  the  attendance,  the  submission, 
and  the  proxy-money  of  all  his  clergy,  in  whatever  part 
of  the  diocese  he  shall  please  to  think  most  convenient 
for  himself.  Neither  is  his  personal  pesence  necessary, 
for  the  business  may  be  done  by  a  vicar-genefal.  The 
fatigue  of  ordination  is  just  what  the  bishops  please  to 
make  it ;  and  as  matters  have  been  for  some  time,  and 
may  probablv  remain,  the  fewer  ordinations  the  better. 
The  rest  of  their  visible  office  consists  in  the  honour  of 
attending  parliaments  and  councils,  and  bestowing  pre- 
ferments in  their  own  gifts ;  in  which  last  employment, 
and  in  their  spiritual  and  temporal  courts,  toe  labour 
falls  to  their  vicars-general,  secretaries,  proctors,  ap- 
paritors, seneschals,  and  the  like.  Now,  I  say,  in  so 
quick  a  change,  whereby  their  brethren  in  a  few  days 
are  become  their  subjects,  it  would  be  reasonable  at 
least  to  hope  that  the  labour,  confinement,  and  subjec- 
tion, from  which  they  have  so  lately  escaped,  like  a 
bird  out  of  the  snare  of  the  fowler,  might  a  litde  in- 
cline them  to  remember  the  condition  of  those  who 
were  but  last  week  their  equals,  probably  their  compa- 
nions or  their  friends,  and  possibly  as  reasonable  ex- 


pectants. There  is  a  known  story  of  colonel  Tidcomb, 
who,  while  he  continued  a  subaltern  officer,  wss  crery 
day  complaining  against  the  pride,  oppression,  and  hsnl 
trratment  of  colonels  toward  their  officers ;  yet,  in  a 
very  minute  after  he  had  received  his  commiisiott  Tors 
regiment,  walking  with  a  friend  on  the  Hsll,  he  am- 
fessed  that  the  spirit  of  colonelship  was  conung  fa<t 
upon  him :  which  spirit  is  said  to  have  daily  iocRtied 
to  the  hour  of  his  death. 

It  is  tru^  the  clergy  of  this  kingdom,  who  are  pro- 
moted to  bishoprics,  have  always  some  great  advao* 
tages ;  either  that  of  rich  deaneries,  opulent  and  mol- 
tiplied  rectories  and  dignities,  strong  alliances  by  biitb 
or  marriage,  fortified  by  a  superlative  degree  of  leal 
and  loyalty :  but,  however,  they  were  all  it  fint  no 
more  than  young  b^inners;  and  before  their  gntf 
promotion  were  known  by  their  plain  Christian  nazncf 
among  their  old  companions,  the  middling  rate  of 
clergymen ;  nor  could  therefore  be  strangers  to  their 
condition,  or  with  any  good  grace  forget  it  so  suon,  a* 
it  has  too  often  happened. 

I  confess  I  do  not  remember  to  have  obserred  aof 
body  of  men  acting  with  so  little  concert  as  our  clerfy 
have  done  in  a  point  where  their  opinions  appeared  to 
be  unanimous :  a  point  wherein  their  whole  temponl 
support  was  concerned,  as  well  as  their  power  of  Mir- 
ing God  and  his  church,  in  their  qsiritual  fuDcdom. 
This  has  been  imputed  to  their  fear  of  disobligiof:,  or 
hopes  of  further  favours  upon  compliance ;  beesose  it 
was  observed  that  some  wno  appeared  at  first  nitb  the 
greatest  seal  thought  fit  suddenly  to  absent  tbem«elT« 
from  the  usual  meetings ;  yet  we  know  what  expert  soli- 
citors the  Quakers,  the  Dissenters,  and  even  the  PapWts, 
have  sometimes  found,  to  drive  a  point  of  advsntafe 
or  prevent  an  impending  evil. 

I  have  not  seen  any  extract  from  the  two  bills  intro- 
duced by  the  bishops  in  the  privy  council^  wbeie  the 
clergy,  upon  some  failure  in  fkvour,  or  through  the 
timorousness  of  many  among  their  brethren,  were  re- 
fused to  be  heard  by  the  council.  It  seems  these  billi 
were  both  returned,  agreed  to  by  the  king  and  council 
in  England ;  and  the  house  of  lords  has,  with  gfcst 
expedition,  passed  them  both;  and  it  is  said  they  are 
immediately  to  be  sent  down  to  the  commons  for  their 
consent. 

The  particulan,  as  they  have  been  imperfecdy  re* 
ported  to  me,  are  as  follow : — 

By  one  of  the  bills  the  bishops  have  power  to  oblig« 
the  country  clergy  to  build  a  mansion-bouie  upon 
whatever  part  of  their  glebes  their  lordships  shall  com- 
mand ;  and  if  the  living  be  above  50/.  a-year,  the  mi- 
nister is  bound  to  build,  after  three  years,  a  house  that 
shall  cost  one  year  and  a  half's  rent  of  his  iBcome. 
For  instance,  if  a  clergyman  with  a  wife  and  wvcn 
children  gets  a  living  of  55/.  per  annum,  he  most,  after 
three  years,  build  a  house  that  shall  cost  77/.  10«.  and 
must  support  his  family,  during  the  time  the  biabop 
shall  appoint  for  the  building  of  it,  with  the  remsiiid''- 
But  if  the  living  be  under  50/.  a-year,  the  mini^tff 
shall  be  allowed  lOOA  out  of  the  first-firuits. 

But  there  is  said  to  be  one  circumstanoe  a  little  tv 
traordinary ;  that  if  there  be  a  single  spot  in  the  g)^ 
more  barren,  more  marshy,  more  exposed  to  the  wintU, 
more  distant  from  the  church,  or  skeleton  of  a  church, 
or  from  any  conveniency  of  building,  the  rector  or 
vicar  may  be  obliged,  by  the  caprice  or  pique  of  the 
bishop,' to  build,  under  pain  of  sequestration,  (an  office 
which  ever  falls  into  the  most  knavish  hands,)  upon 
whatever  point  his  lordship  shall  command ;  although 
the  farmers  have  not  paid  one  quarter  of  his  due. 

I  believe,  under  the  present  distresses  of  the  kingdom, 
(which  inevitably  without  a  miracle  must  increase  for 
ever,)  there  are  not  ten  country  clergymen  in  Irelaud 
reputed  to  possess  a  parish  of  100/.  per  annum,  who 
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for  Mse  yean  ptst  haTe  aetually  received  60/.,  and  that 
witk  the  utmost  difficulty  and  Texation.  I  am  there- 
fm  at*  loM  what  kind  of  Taluaton  the  bishops  will 
maktvKci',  and  whether  the  starving  vicar  shall  be 
fytdd  to  build  his  house  with  die  money  he  never  re- 
oririd. 

IV  otber  bill,  which  passed  in  two  days  after  the 
ftiniicr,  is  nid  to  concern  the  division  of  parishes  into 
« xuoj  parcels  as  the  bishop  shall  think  nt,  only  leav- 
ing dflOyHa-year  to  the  mother  church ;  which  300/.,  by 
SDodtcr  set  passed  some  yean  ago,  they  can  divide  like- 
vice^  and  crumble  as  low  as  their  will  and  pleasure  will 
dispoK  them.  So  that,  instead  of  sis  hundred  clergy- 
men, which,  I  think,  is  the  usual  computation,  we  may 
iMr«,  io  a  snoall  compass  of  years,  almost  as  many  thou- 
bikU  to  live  with  decency  and  comfort,  provide  for 
tfafir  children,  be  charitable  to  the  poor,  and  maintain 
hospitdity. 

Bot  it  is  very  reasonable  to  hope,  and  heartily  to  be 
vidKil  by  all  thoae  who  have  me  least  regard  to  our 
holy  religion,  as  hitherto  established,  or  to  a  learned, 
pioua^  diligent,  conversable  clergyman,  or  even  to  com- 
nan  bomaiiity,  that  the  honourable  house  of  commons 
viO.  io  their  great  wisdom,  justice^  and  tenderness  to 
innocent  men,  consider  these  bills  in  another  light.  It 
ii  «id  tbry  well  know  thia  kingdom  not  to  be  so  over- 
rtocJccd  with  neighbcmring  gentry ;  but  a  discreet  learned 
cletfynmn,  with  a  competency  fit  for  one  of  his  educa- 
tim,  may  be  an  entertaining,  a  useful,  and  sometimes 
«  necessary  companion.  That,  although  such  a  clergy- 
nan  may  not  be  able  constantly  to  find  beef  and  wine 
ftf  his  own  family,  yet  he  may  be  allowed  sometimes 
to  slTonl  both  to  a  neighbour  without  distressing  him- 
sdf ;  sod  the  rather,  ^cause  he  may  expect  at  lowst  as 
good  a  return.  It  will  probably  be  considered  that  in 
Biny  desolate  parte  there  may  not  be  always  a  suffi- 
cient number  of  persons  considerable  enough  to  be 
tnwted  with  commissions  of  the  peace,  whicJ^  several 
of  the  clergy  now  supply,  much  better  than  a  little, 
Mge,  contemptible,  illiterate  vicar  from  20/.  to  50/. 
S'tcar,  the  son  of  a  weaver,  pedler,  tailor,  or  miller, 
cm  be  pvesomcd  to  do. 

The  landlorda  and  fiumeis,  by  this  scheme,  can  find 
no  profit ;  bat  will  certainly  be  losen.  For  instance, 
if  the  Ui^  northern  livings  be  split  into  a  dozen 
ptt»hes  or  mote,  it  will  be  very  necessary  for  the  little 
tbvadbare  gowmnan,  with  his  wife,  hu  nroctor,  and 
^«ry  child  who  can  crawl,  to  watch  the  fields  at  harvest- 
timt,  ht  fear  of  losing  a  single  sheaf,  which  he  could 
QU  afford  under  peril  of  a  day's  starving;  for,  ac- 
cvding  to  the  Scotch  proverb,  a  hungry  louse  bites 
Kte.  lliit  would  of  necessity  breed  an  infinite  number 
efwraoglesand  litigious  suits  in  the  spiritual  courts; 
>»i  pot  the  wretched  pastor  at  perpetual  variance  with 
hif  whole  parish.  Bnt  as  they  have  hitherto  stood,  a 
clergyman  eatabliahed  in  a  competent  living  is  not 
°°<^  the  necessity  of  being  so  sharp,  vigilant,  and 
cx^c^iag.  On  the  contrary,  it  is  well  known  and 
allovfd  that  the  clergy  round  the  kingdom  think  tbem- 
«If  e»  well  treated  if  they  lose  only  one  single  third 
of  their  legal  demands. 

The  hononrable  house  may  perhaps  be  inclined  to 
roticme  that  my  lords  the  bishops  enjoy  aa  ample  a 
pnrer^  both  spiritual  and  temporal,  as  will  fully  suffice 
Io  answer  every  branch  of  their  ofKce ;  that  they  want 
BO  Uwi  to  regulate  the  conduct  of  those  clergymen  over 
vhom  they  preside ;  diat  if  non-residence  be  a  grievance, 
It  ii  the  patzoD*s  &ult,  who  makes  not  a  better  choice, 
«  cBUNd  the  plurality.  That  if  the  general  impartial 
'^'wtcr  of  persona  chosen  into  the  church  had  been 
Bore  regarded,  and  the  motive  of  party,  alliance, 
lindred,  flatterera,  ill  judgment,  or  personal  favour 
i*farded  1ms,  there  would  be  fewer  complaints  of 
»0Q-reiidcnce,  want  of  care,  Uamable  behaviour,  or 
vol.  ti. 


any  other  part  of  misconduct ;  not  to  mention  igno- 
rance and  stupidity, 

I  could  name  certain  gentlemen  of  the  gown,  whose 
awkward,  spruce,  prim,  sneering,  and  smirking  counte- 
nances, the  very  tone  of  their  voices,  and  an  ungainly 
strut  in  their  walk,  without  one  single  talent  for  any 
one  office,  having  contrived  to  get  good  preferment  by 
the  mere  force  of  flattery  and  cringing :  for  which  two 
virtues  (the  only  two  virtues  they  pretend  to)  they 
werc^  however,  utterly  unqualified;  and  whom,  if  I 
were  in  |iower,  although  they  were  my  nephews  or  had 
married  my  nieces,  1  could  never,  in  point  of  good 
conscience  or  honour,  hate  recommended  to  a  curacy 
in  Ckmnaught. 

The  honourable  house  of  commons  may  likewise  per- 
haps consider  that  the  gentry  of  this  kingdom  difl'er 
from  all  othen  upon  earth,  being  leas  capable  of  em- 
ployments in  their  own  country  than  any  others  who 
come  from  abroad ;  and  that  moat  of  them  have  little 
expectation  of  providing  for  their  younger  children 
otherwise  than  by  the  church,  in  which  there  might 
be  some  hopes  of  getting  a  tolerable  maintenance.  For, 
after  the  patrons  should  have  settled  their  sons,  their 
nephews,  their  nieces,  their  dependents,  and  their  fol- 
lowers invited  over  from  the  other  side,  there  would 
still  remain  an  overplus  of  smaller  church  pefermeots, 
to  be  given  to  such  clergy  of  the  nation  who  shall  have 
their  quantum  of  whatever  merit  may  be  then  in 
fashion.  But  by  these  bills  they  will  be  all  aa  absolutely 
excluded  as  if  they  had  passed  under  the  denomination 
of  Tories,  unless  they  can  be  contented  at  the  utmost 
with  60L  a-year;  which,  by  the  difficulties  of  collecting 
tithes  in  Ireland  and  the  daily  increasing  miseries  of 
the  people,  will  hardly  rise  to  half  that  sum. 

It  is  observed  that  the  divines  sent  over  hither  to 
govern  tbb  church  have  not  seemed  to  consider  the  dif- 
ference between  both  kingdoms  with  respect  to  the  in- 
ferior clergy.  As  to  themselves,  indeed,  they  find  a 
large  revenue  in  lands,  let  at  one  quarter  value,  which 
consequently  must  be  paid  while  there  is  a  penny  left 
among  us;  and  the  public  distress  so  little  afifecta  their 
interests,  diat  their  fines  are  now  higher  than  ever :  they 
content  themselves  to  suppose  that  whatever  a  parish 
ia  said  to  be  worth  comes  all  into  the  parson  s  pocket. 

The  poverty  of  great  numbers  among  the  clergy  of 
England  haa  been  the  continual  complaint  of  all  men 
who  wiah  well  to  the  church,  and  many  schemes  have 
been  thought  of  to  redress  it;  yet  an  English  vicar  of 
40^  a-year  lives  much  more  comfortably  than  one  of 
double  the  value  in  Ireland.  His  farmers,  generally 
speaking,  are  able  and  willing  to  pay  him  his  full  dues : 
he  has  a  decent  church  of  ancient  standing,  filled  every 
Lord's-day  with  a  large  congregation  of  plain  people, 
well  clad,  and  behaving  themselves  as  if  tney  believed 
in  God  and  Christ  He  has  a  house  and  barn  in  re- 
pair, a  field  or  two  to  graze  hia  cows,  with  a  garden  and 
orchard.  No  guest  expects  more  from  him  than  a  pot 
of  ale ;  he  livea  like  an  honest,  plain  farmer,  as  his 
wife  is  dressed  but  little  better  than  Goody.  He  is 
sometimes  graciously  invited  by  the  squire,  where  he 
sitB  at  a  humble  distance :  if  he  gets  the  love  of  his 
people,  they  often  make  him  little  useful  presents ;  he 
la  happy  by  being  bom  to  no  higher  expectation ;  for 
he  is  usually  the  son  of  some  ordinary  tradesman  or 
middling  farmer.  His  learning  is  much  of  a  sire  with 
his  birth  and  education ;  no  more  of  either  than  what 
a  poor  hungry  servitor  can  be  expected  to  bring  with 
him  from  hia  college.  It  would  be  tedious  to  show  the 
reverse  of  all  this  in  our  distant  poorer  parishes  throuffh 
most  parts  of  Ireland,  wherein  every  reader  may  make 
the  comparison. 

Lastly,  the  honourable  house  of  commons  may  c<m- 
sider  whether  the  scheme  of  multiplying  beggarly  cler- 
gymen through  the  whole  kingdom,  who  must  all  have 
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votes  for  choosing  parliament-men,  (proTided  they  can 
prove  their  freeholds  to  be  worth  40«.  per  annum,  ultra 
reprimSf)  may  not,  by  their  numben,  have  great  in- 
fluence upon  elections,  being  entirely  under  the 
dependence  of  their  bishops.  For,  by  a  moderate 
computation,  after  all  the  divisions  and  subdivisions 
of  parishes  that  my  lords  the  bishops  have  power  to 
make  by  their  new  laws,  there  will,  as  soon  as  the  pre- 
sent set  of  clergy  goes  off,  be  raised  an  army  of  ec- 
clesiastical militants,  able  enough  for  any  kind  of 
service  except  that  of  the  altar. 

I  am  inaeed  in  some  concern  about  a  fund  for 
building  a  thousand  or  two  churches,  wherein  these 
probationers  may  read  their  wall  lectures ;  and  begin 
to  doubt  they  must  be  contented  with  bams,  which 
bams  will  be  one  great  advancing  step  toward  an  ac- 
commodation with  our  true  Protestant  brethren  the 
dissenters. 

The  scheme  of  encouraging  clergymen  to  build 
houses,  by  dividing  a  living  of  500/.  a-year  into  ten 
parts,  is  a  oontrivance  the  meaning  whereof  has  got  on 
the  wrong  side  of  my  comprehension ;  unless  it  may  be 
argued  that  bishops  build  no  houses  because  they  are 
so  rich,  and  therefore  the  inferior  clergy  will  certainly 
build  if  you  reduce  them  to  beggary.  But  I  knew  a 
very  rich  man  of  quality  in  England  who  could  never 
be  persuaded  to  keep  a  servant  out  of  livery,  because 
such  servants  would  be  expensive,  and  apt  in  time  to 
look  like  gentlemen ;  whereas  the  others  were  ready  to 
submit  to  the  basest  offices,  and  at  a  cheaper  penny- 
worth might  increase  his  retinue. 

I  hear  it  is  the  opinion  of  many  wise  men  that  be- 
fore these  bills  pass  both  houses  they  should  be  sent 
back  to  England  with  the  following  clauses  inserted^: 

First,  that  whereas  there  may  be  about  a  down  double 
bishoprics  in  Ireland,  those  bishoprics  should  be  split, 
and  given  to  different  persons ;  and  those  of  a  single 
denomination  be  also  divided  into  two,  &ree,  or  four 
parts,  as  occasion  shall  require;  otherwise  there  may 
be  a  question  started  whether  twenty-two  prelates  can 
effectually  extend  their  paternal  care  and  unlimited 
power  for  the  protection  and  correction  of  so  great  a 
number  of  spiritual  subjects.  But  this  pronosal  will 
meet  with  such  furious  objections  that  I  snail  not  in- 
sist upon  it;  for  I  well  remember  to  have  read  what  a 
terrible  fright  the  frogs  were  in  jipon  a  report  that  the 
sun  was  going  to  marry. 

Anotho'  clause  shoi^d  be,^that  none  of  these  twenty, 
thirty,  forty,  or  fifty  pounders  may  be  suffered  to  marry, 
under  ^  penalty  of  immediate  deprivation,  their 
marriages  declared  null,  and  their  children  bastards ; 
for  some  desponding  people  take  the  kingdom  to  be  in 
no  condition  of  encouraging  so  numerous  a  breed  of 
beggars. 

A  tliird  clause  will  be  necessary,  that  these  humble 
gentry  should  be  absolutely  disqualified  firom  giving 
votes  in  elections  for  parliament-men. 

Others  add  a  fourth ;  which  is,  a  clause  of  indul- 
gence, that  these  reduced  divines  mav  be  permitted  to 
follow  any  lawliil  ways  of  living,  which  will  not  call 
them  too  often  or  too  fiir  ftom  their  spiritual  offices ; 
for,  unless  I  misapprehend,  they  are  supposed  to  have 
episcopal  ordination.  For  example ;  they  mav  be  lappers 
of  linen,  bailt  A  of  the  manor ;  they  may  let  blood  or 
apply  plasters  for  three  miles  round ;  they  may  get  a 
dispensation  to  hold  the  clerkship  and  sextonahip  of 
their  own  parish  in  eommemlam,  Tlieir  wives  and 
daughters  may  make  shirts  for  the  neighbourhood ;  or, 
if  a  barrack  be  near,  for  the  soldiers :  in  linen  coun- 
tries they  may  card  and  spin,  and  kem  a  few  looms  in 
the  house ;  they  may  let  lodgings,  and  sell  a  pot  of  ale 
without  doom,  but  not  at  home,  unless  to  sober  company 
and  at  regular  hours.  It  is  by  some  thought  a  little 
hard  that  in  an  allkir  of  the  last  consequence  to  the 


very  being  of  the  clergy  in  tiie  points  of  liberty  and 
property,  as  well  as  in  their  abilities  to  pnlbnn  their 
duty,  this  whole  reverend  body,  who  aretheestaUialied 
instructors  of  the  nation  in  Christianity  and  nranl 
virtues,  and  are  the  only  persona  concerned,  should  be 
the  sole  persons  not  consulted.  Let  any  scholar  sbov 
the  like  ptecedent  in  Christendom  lor  twelve  hundnd 
yean  past.  An  act  of  parliament  for  aetding  or  idling 
an  eatate  in  a  private  family  is  never  passed  until  all 
parties  give  consent.  But  in  tiie  prasent  case  the 
whole  body  of  the  clergy  is,  as  themselves  apprehend, 
determined  to  utter  min,  without  once  cxprntiiig  or 
asking  their  ophiion ;  and  this  by  a  aeheroe  eontrired 
only  by  one  part  of  the  convocation,  while  the  other 
part,  which  has  been  chosen  in  the  usual  forma,  wanti 
only  the  r^gal  permission  to  assemble  and  eoHoIt 
about  the  affairs  of  the  church,  aa  their  predeoewm 
have  alwaya  done  in  former  agea ;  where  it  u  presumed 
the  lower  house  has  a  power  of  proposing  canons^  snd 
a  negative  voice,  as  well  aa  die  upper.  And  God 
forbid  (say  these  objectora)  that  there  should  be  t 
real  separate  interest  between  the  bishopa  and  c\trgf, 
any  more  than  there  is  between  a  man  and  his  wife,  t 
king  and  his  people^  or  Christ  and  hia  church. 

It  seems  there  ia  a  provision  in  the  bill  that  do 
parish  shall  be  cut  into  scraps  without  the  consent  of 
several  persons,  who  can  be  no  anfferera  in  the  matttc; 
but  I  cannot  find  that  the  clergy  lay  much  weight  on 
this  caution ;  because  they  argue  fhttt  the  very  penom 
ftom  whom  these  bills  took  their  riae  will  have  the 
greatest  share  in  the  decision. 

I  do  not  by  any  means  conceive  the  crying  sin  of  the 
cleigy  in  diis  kingdom  to  be  that  of  non-reaidenee.  I 
am  sure  it  is  many  degrees  less  so  hen  than  in  Englsad, 
unless  tixe  possession  of  pluralities  may  pass  under  that 
name ;  and  if  this  be  a  fault,  it  is  well  known  to  whoa 
it  must  be  imputed :  I  believe  upon  a  fiur  inquiir 
(and  I  hear  an  inquiry  is  to  be  made)  they  will  ap- 
pear to  be  most  pardonably  few;  especially  considering 
how  many  pannes  have  not  an  inch  of  glebe,  snd 
how  difficult  it  is  upon  any  reasonable  terms  to  find  a 
place  of  habitation.  And  therefore  God  knows  whetbs 
my  lords  the  bishops  will  be  soon  able  to  convince  the 
clergy,  or  dioae  who  have  any  regard  for  that  venerable 
body,  that  the  chief  motive  in  their  lordships*  mindi 
by  procuring  these  bills  was  to  prevent  the  sin  of  noo- 
residenoe;  while  the  universal  opinion  of  almost  sverr 
clergyman  in  the  kingdom,  without  diatinctian  of 
party,  taking  in  even  £oae  who  are  not  likely  to  be 
sufferers,  stands  directly  against  them. 

If  some  livings  in  the  north  may  be  jnatly  thought 
too  large  a  compass  of  land,  which  makea  it  iDCon- 
venient  for  the  remotest  inhabitants  to  attend  the  serrioe 
of  the  church,  which  in  some  instances  may  be  tnc, 
no  reasonable  clergyman  would  oppooe  a  proper  re* 
medy  by  particular  acts  of  parliament. 

Thus,  fur  instance,  the  deanery  of  Down,  a  country 
deanery  I  think  without  a  cathedral,  depending  whollf 
upon  a  union  of  parishes  joined  together  in  a  time  when 
the  land  lay  waste  and  thinly  inhabited,  sinee  fiiote 
circumstances  are  so  prodigiously  changed  for  tlie 
better,  may  properly  be  leawned,  leaving  a  decent  com- 
petency to  the  dean,  and  placing  rectoriea  in  the  re 
maining  churches,  which  are  now  aerred  only  by 
stipendiary  curates. 

The  case  may  be  probably  the  same  in^other  parti: 
and  such  a  proceeding,  discreetly  managed,  would  be 
truly  for  the  good  of  the  church. 

For  it  is  to  be  observed  that  the  dean  and  ehaf^ 
landa,  which  in  England  were  all  aeiaed  under  tbr 
fanatic  usurpation,  are  things  unknown  in  Ireland, 
having  been  long  ravished  fhmi  the  church  by  a  sur* 
cession  of  confusions,  and  tithes  applied  in  dieir  stead 
to  support  that  eecleaiaatical  dignity. 
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Tbe  Iile  arehbiihop  of  Dublin    [Dr.  Wm.  King] 

bid  1  rery  dUl^ent  way  of  eDCOuragiiig  tbe  clergy  of 

hiidioeae  to  residence:  when  a  lease  had  run  out 

mm  yeut  or  more,  be  stipulated  widi  the  tenant  to 

niigQ  op  twenty  or  thirty  acres  to  tbe  minister  of  the 

pniili  vliere  it  lay  convenient,  without  lessening  his 

former  rent,  and  with  no  great  abatement  of  tbe  fine ; 

and  tfaU  be  did  in  tbe  parts  near  Dublin,  where  land 

ii  ftf  tfas  bigbest  rates,  leaving  a  small  chielry  for  tbe 

miniiter  .to  pay,  hardly  a  sixth  part  of  the  value.     I 

doubt  not  toat  almost  every  bishop  in  tlie  kingdom 

insy  do  (he  same  generous  ac^  with  less  damage  to 

tbeir  ks  than  his   late  grace  of  Dublin,    much  of 

vhoK  lands  were  out  in  fee-farms,  or  leases  for  lives  ; 

iiid  I  am  sorry  that  the  good  example  of  such  a  prelate 

basDot  been  followed. 

But  a  grtat  majority  of  tbe  clergy*s  friends  cannot 
bidmo  reconcile  themselves  to  tiiis  |nt)ject,  which 
dwT  call  a  levelling  principle,  that  must  inevitably 
nwtoat  die  seeds  of  all  honest  emulation,  the  legal 
psnfit  of  the  greatest  virtue  and  most  generous  actions 
anwo^  men ;  but  which,  in  the  genend  opinion  (for  1 
do  Dot  pretend  to  offer  my  own),  will  never  more 
btfe  room  to  exert  itself  in  the  breast  of  any  clergy- 
man whom  this  kingdom  shall  produce. 

Bat  whether  the  consequences  of  these  bills  may,  by 
tfaf  rirtues  and  frailties  of  future  bishops  sent  over 
Utber  to  rule  the  church,  terminate  in  good  or  evil,  I 
^1  not  presume  to  determine,  since  God  can  work  the 
former  out  of  the  latter.  However,  one  thing  I  can 
venture  to  assert,  that  from  the  earliest  ages  of  phristi- 
vitty  to  the  minute  I  am  now  writing,  there  never  was 
a  iveeedent  of  such  a  proceeding ;  much  less  was  it  to 
be  feared,  hoped,  or  apprehended,  from  such  hands  in 
an?  Christian  country ;  and  so  it  may  pass  for  more 
tiian  a  phoenix,  because  it  has  risen  without  any  assist- 
ance from  the  ashes  of  its  sire. 

Tbe  appearance  of  so  many  dissenters  at  the  hearing 
flf  this  cause,  is  what,  I  am  told,  has  not  been  charged 
<«>  the  account  of  their  prudence  or  moderation  ;  because 
that  action  has  been  censured  as  a  mark  of  triumph 
and  insult  before  the  victory  is  complete  :  since  neither 
of  these  bills  has  yet  passed  the  house  of  commons,  and 
«»e  are  pleaaed  to  think  it  not  impossible  that  they 
<uy  be  rneeted.  Neither  do  I  bear  that  there  is  an 
narting  clause  in  either  of  tbe  bills  to  apply  any  part 
oftbe  divided  or  subdivided  tithes  toward  increasing 
the  fltipends  of  tb«  sectaries.  So  that  these  gentlemen 
*'*n  to  be  gratified  like  him  who,  after  having  been 
kicked  down  stairs,  took  comfort  when  he  saw  his 
^f^end  kicked  down  after  him. 

I  have  heard  many  more  objections  against  several 
{wticalAis  of  both  these  bills ;  but  they  are  of  a  high 
■atnre,  and  carry  such  dreadful  itmuendoes,  that  I  dare 
^  mmtion  tfiem ;  resolving  to  give  no  offence,  because 
1  vril  know  bow  obnoxious  I  have  long  been  (although 
I  noeeive  without  any  fault  of  my  own)  to  the  seal 
■nd  principles  of  those  who  place  all  difference  in 
opinion  concerning  public  matters  to  the  score  of  dis- 
affection ;  whereof  1  am  at  least  as  innocent  as  the 
loodeit  of  my  detractors. 


SOME  REASONS 

AGUNSfT  THE  BILL  FOR  SETTUNO  THE  TITHE  OF 
HEMP,  FLAX.  &e..  BY  A  MODUS.* 


Thc  clergy  did  little  expect  to  have  any  cause  of  com- 
P^Aot  against  the  present  house  at  commons,  who  in 

*  A  vm  %9M  prewnted  fai  the  Irish  hoa»e  of  oommons  for  en- 
"•nfiac  the  growth  of  flax,  by  which  it  wu  provided  that  the 
WW  ttpoQihAt  modurlioa  should  be  commated  for  a  certain 
*^«>.  or  oonparttloo  in  money.  But  the  opposition  to  the  bill 
'.pHatinlly  cansad  bv  this  pamphlet)  proved  so  elTectual  that 

^•••iroppBd.  r-     r         y  r 


the  lait  sesrion  were  pleased  to  throw  oat  a  bill*  sent 
them  from  the  lords^  which  that  reverend  body  appre- 
hended would  be  very  injurious  to  them  if  it  passed 
into  a  law ;  and  who,  in  the  present  session,  defeated 
the  arts  and  endeavours  of  schismatics  to  repeal  the 
sacramental  test. 

For  although  it  has  been  allowed  on  all  bands,  that 
the  former  of  those  bills  might,  by  its  necenary  con- 
sequences, be  very  displeasing  to  the  lay  gentlemen  of 
the  kingdom,  for  many  reasons  purely  secular, 
and  that  this  last  attempt  for  repealing  the  test  did 
much  more  affcet  at  present  the  temporal  interest  than 
the  spiritual ;  yet  the  whole  body  of  the  lower  clergy 
have,  upon  both  these  occasions,  expressed  equid 
gratitude  to  that  honourable  house  for  their  justice 
and  steadiness,  as  if  the  clergy  alone  were  to  receive 
the  benefit. 

It  must  needs  be  therefore  a  great  addition  to  the 
clergy's  grief,  that  such  an  assembly  as  tbe  present 
house  of  commons  should  now,  with  an  expedition 
more  than  usual,  agree  to  a  bill  for  encoiu'aging  the 
linen  manufiicture,  with  a  clause  whereby  the  church 
is  to  lose  two  parts  in  three  of  the  legal  tithe  in  flax 
and  hemp. 

Some  reasons  why  die  clergy  think  such  a  law  will 
be  a  great  hardship  upon  them  are,  I  conceive,  those 
that  follow.  I  shidl  venture  to  enumerate  them,  with 
all  deference  due  to  that  honouiable  assembly  :— 

First,  the  clergy  suppose  that  they  have  not,  by  any 
fault  or  demerit,  inctured  the  displeasure  of  the  nation''s 
representatives ;  neither  can  the  declared  loyalty  of  the 
present  set,  from  the  highest  prelate  to  the  lowest 
vicar,  be  in  the  least  disputed;  because  there  are 
hardly  ten  clergymen  through  the  whole  kingdom,  for 
more  than  nineteen  years  past,  who  have  not  been 
either  preferred  entirely  upon  account  of  their  declared 
affection  to  the  Hanover  line,  or  higher  promoted  as  the 
due  reward  of  tbe  same  merit 

There  is  not  a  landlord  in  the  whole  kingdom,  re- 
siding some  part  of  the  year  at  his  country-seat,  who 
is  not  in  his  own  conscience  fully  convinced  thait  the 
tithes  of  his  minister  have  gradually  sunk  for  some 
years  past  one- third,  or  at  least  one-fouiiii  of  their 
former  value,  exclusive  of  all  non-solvencies. 

The  payment  of  tidies  in  this  kingdom'  is  subject  to 
so  many  frauds,  brangles,  and  other  difficulties,  not 
only  from  Papists  and  Dissenters,  but  even  from  those 
who  profess  themselves  Protestants,  that,  by  the  expense, 
tlie  trouble,  and  vexation  of  collecting  and  bargaining 
for  them,  they  are  of  all  other  rents  the  most  precarious, 
uncertain,  and  ill  paid. 

The  landlords  in  most  parishes  expect,  as  a  compli^ 
ment,  that  they  shall  pay  little  more  than  half  the 
value  of  the  tidies  for  the  lands  they  hold  in  their  own 
hands ;  which  often  consist  of  large  domains ;  and  it  is 
the  minister's  interest  to  make  them  easy  upon  that 
article,  when  he  considers  what  influence  those  gentle- 
men have  upon  their  tenants. 

The  clergy  cannot  but  think  it  extremely  severe, 
that  in  a  bill  for  encouraging  the  linen  manufacture, 
they  alone  must  be  the  sufferers,  who  can  least  afford 
it  If,  as  I  am  told,  tbere  be  a  tax  of  3000/.  a-year 
paid  by  the  public  for  a  further  encouragement  to  the 
said  manufacture,  are  not  the  clergy  equal  sbarers  in 
the  charge  with  the  rest  of  their  fellow-subjects?  What 
satisfactory  reason  can  be  therefore  given  why  they 
alone  should  bear  the  whole  additional  weight,  unless 
it  will  be  alleged  that  their  property  is  not  upon  an 
equal  foot  with  tbe  properties  of  odier  men  t  They 
acquire  their  own  small  pittance  by  at  least  as  honest 
means  as  their  neighbours,  the  landlords,  possess  their 
estates;  and  have  been  always  supposed,  except  in 
rebellious  or  fonatical  times,  to  have  as  good  a  title ; 
"  For  the  bishops  lo  divide  livings. 
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votes  for  choosing  parliament-men,  (proTided  they  can 
jirove  their  freeholds  to  be  worth  40i«.  per  annum,  ultra 
repnmtf)  may  not,  by  their  numben,  have  great  in- 
fluence upon  elections,  being  entirely  under  the 
dependence  of  their  bishops.  For,  by  a  modnate 
computation,  after  all  the  divisions  and  subdivisions 
of  parishes  that  my  lords  the  bishops  have  power  to 
make  by  their  new  laws,  there  will,  as  soon  as  the  pre- 
sent set  of  clergy  goes  off,  be  raised  an  army  of  ec- 
clesiastical militants,  able  enough  for  any  kind  of 
service  except  that  of  the  altar. 

I  am  indeed  in  some  concern  about  a  fund  for 
building  a  thousand  or  two  churches,  wherein  these 
probationers  may  read  their  wall  lectures ;  and  begin 
to  doubt  they  must  be  contented  with  bams,  which 
bams  will  be  one  great  advancing  step  toward  an  ac- 
commodation with  our  true  Protestsnt  brethren  the 
dissenters. 

The  scheme  of  encoun^ng  clergymen  to  build 
houses,  by  dividing  a  living  of  500/.  a-year  into  ten 
parts,  is  a  oontrivance  the  meaning  whereof  has  got  on 
the  wrong  side  of  my  comprehension ;  unless  it  may  be 
argued  tliat  bishops  build  no  houses  because  they  are 
so  rich,  and  therefore  the  inferior  clergy  will  certainly 
build  if  you  reduce  them  to  beggary.  But  I  knew  a 
very  rich  man  of  quality  in  England  who  could  never 
be  persuaded  to  keep  a  servant  out  of  livery,  because 
such  servants  would  be  expensive,  and  apt  in  time  to 
look  like  gentlemen ;  whereas  the  others  were  ready  to 
submit  to  the  basest  offices,  and  at  a  cheaper  penny- 
worth might  increase  his  retinue. 

I  hear  it  is  the  opinion  of  many  wise  men  that  be- 
fore these  bills  pass  both  houses  they  should  be  sent 
back  to  England  with  the  following  clauses  inserted^ 

First,  that  whereas  there  may  he  about  a  down  double 
bishoprics  in  Ireland,  those  bishoprics  should  be  split, 
and  given  to  different  persons  *,  and  those  of  a  single 
denomination  be  also  divided  into  two,  three,  or  four 
parts,  as  occasion  shall  require ;  otherwise  there  may 
be  a  question  started  whether  twenty-two  prelates  can 
effectually  extend  their  paternal  care  and  unlimited 
power  for  the  protection  and  correction  of  so  great  a 
number  of  spiritual  subjects.  But  this  projoosal  will 
meet  with  such  fHirious  objections  that  I  snau  not  in- 
sist upon  it;  for  I  well  remember  to  have  read  what  a 
terrible  fright  the  frogs  were  in  jipon  a  report  that  the 
sun  was  going  to  marry. 

Another  clause  should  bej^that  none  of  these  twenty, 
thirty,  forty,  or  fifty  pounders  may  be  suffered  to  marry, 
under  the  penalty  of  immediate  deprivation,  their 
marriages  declared  null,  and  their  children  bastards ; 
for  some  desponding  people  take  the  kingdom  to  be  in 
no  condition  of  encouraging  so  numerous  a  breed  of 
beggars. 

A  third  clause  will  be  necessary,  that  these  humble 
gentry  should  be  absolutely  disqtuilified  from  giving 
votes  in  elections  for  parliament-men. 

Others  add  a  fourth ;  which  is,  a  clause  of  indul- 
gence, that  these  reduced  divines  may  be  permitted  to 
follow  any  lawful  ways  of  living,  which  will  not  call 
them  too  often  or  too  far  from  their  spiritual  offices ; 
for,  unless  I  misapprehend,  they  are  supposed  to  have 
episcopal  ordination.  For  example ;  they  may  be  lappers 
of  linen,  bailiffs  of  the  manor ;  they  may  let  blood  or 
apply  plasters  for  three  miles  round ;  they  may  get  a 
dispensation  to  hold  the  clerkship  and  sextorahip  of 
their  own  parish  in  commendam.  Their  wives  and 
daughters  may  make  shirts  for  the  neighbourhood ;  or, 
if  a  barrack  be  near,  for  the  soldiers :  in  linen  coun- 
tries they  may  card  and  spin,  and  keep  a  few  looms  in 
the  house ;  they  may  let  lodgings,  and  sell  a  pot  of  ale 
without  doors,  but  not  at  home,  unless  to  sober  company 
and  at  regular  hours.  It  is  by  some  thought  a  little 
hard  that  in  an  affair  of  the  last  consequence  to  the 


very  being  of  die  clergy  in  the  points  of  liberty  and 
property,  as  well  as  in  their  abilities  to  peribnn  their 
duty,  this  whole  reverend  body,  who  aretheestablisbed 
instractors  of  the  nation  in  Christianity  and  moral 
virtues,  and  are  the  only  peisou  oonoemed,  should  be 
the  sole  persons  not  consulted.  Let  any  scholar  sbov 
the  like  precedent  in  Christendom  for  twelve  hundred 
yean  past.  An  act  of  parliament  for  settling  or  tdling 
an  estate  in  a  private  mmily  is  never  passed  until  all 
parties  give  consent.  But  in  die  present  case  tbe 
whole  body  of  the  clergy  is,  as  themselves  apprehend, 
determined  to  utter  min,  widmut  once  exf«ethig  or 
asking  their  opinion ;  and  tikis  by  a  scheme  eontrived 
only  by  one  part  of  the  convocation,  while  the  other 
part,  which  has  been  <^osen  in  the  mmal  forms,  waots 
only  the  r^gal  permission  to  assemble  and  conndt 
about  the  affairs  of  the  church,  as  their  predeoewn 
have  always  done  in  former  ages ;  where  it  ispreniined 
the  lower  house  has  a  power  of  proposing  canons,  and 
a  negative  voice,  as  well  as  die  upper.  And  God 
forbid  (say  these  objecton)  that  there  should  be  a 
real  separate  interest  between  tbe  bishops  and  clergy, 
any  more  than  there  is  between  a  man  and  his  wife,  a 
king  and  his  people^  or  Christ  and  his  church. 

It  seems  there  ia  a  provision  in  the  bill  that  no 
parish  shall  be  cut  into  scraps  without  the  conant  of 
seveml  persons,  who  can  be  no  sufferers  in  tbe  natter; 
but  I  cannot  find  that  the  clergy  lay  much  weight  on 
this  caution ;  because  they  argue  that  the  very  penow 
from  whom  these  bills  took  their  riae  will  have  the 
greatest  share  in  the  decision. 

I  do  not  by  any  means  conceive  the  crying  sin  of  the 
clergy  in  diis  kingdom  to  be  that  of  non-residence.  I 
am  sure  it  is  many  degrees  less  so  here  than  in  England, 
unless  die  possession  of  pluralities  may  pass  under  that 
name ;  and  if  this  be  a  fault,  it  is  well  known  to  whan 
it  must  be  imputed :  I  believe  upon  a  fiur  iiMmiir 
(and  I  hear  an  inquiry  is  to  be  made)  they  will  ap- 
pear to  be  most  pardonably  few ;  especially  considering 
how  many  parishes  have  not  an  inch  of  glebe,  and 
how  difficult  it  is  upon  any  reasonable  terms  to  find  a 
place  of  habitation.  And  therefore  God  knows  wbeths 
my  lords  the  bishops  will  be  soon  able  to  eonviooe  the 
clergy,  or  those  who  have  any  regard  for  that  venenbk 
body,  theit  the  chief  motive  in  their  lordships'  minds 
by  procuring  these  bills  was  to  prevent  the  sin  of  noa- 
residence;  while  the  universal  opinioa  of  almost  wtf 
clergyman  in  the  kingdom,  without  distiDCtion  of 
party,  taking  in  even  those  who  are  not  likely  to  be 
sufferen,  stands  direcdy  against  them. 

If  some  livings  in  the  north  may  be  joady  thought 
too  large  a  compass  of  land,  which  makes  it  incon- 
venient for  the  remotest  inhabitants  to  attend  the  service 
of  the  church,  which  in  some  instances  may  be  tne, 
no  reasonable  clergyman  would  oppose  a  proper  le- 
medy  by  particular  acts  of  parliament. 

Thus,  for  instance,  the  deanery  of  Down,  a  coontTy 
deanery  I  think  without  a  cathedral,  depending  wboUr 
upon  a  union  of  parishes  joined  togedier  in  a  time  wheu 
the  land  lay  waste  and  diinlv  inhabited,  since  thoie 
circumstances  are  so  prodigiously  changed  for  the 
better,  may  properly  be  lessened,  leaving  a  decent  oooi' 
petency  to  the  dean,  and  placing  rectories  in  the  re- 
maining churches,  which  are  now  served  only  hr 
stipendiary  curates. 

The  case  may  be  probably  the  same  in  other  parti: 
and  such  a  proceeding,  discreetly  managed,  would  be 
truly  for  the  good  of  die  church. 

For  it  is  to  be  observed  that  die  dean  and  cha(^ 
lands,  which  in  England  were  all  seised  under  the 
fanatic  usurpation,  are  things  unknown  in  Irelsod^ 
having  been  long  ravished  from  the  ehurefa  by  a  sue* 
cession  of  confusions,  and  tithes  applied  in  their  stead 
to  support  that  ecclesiastical  dignity. 
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The  lite  tfehbiihop  of  Dublin    [Dr.  Wm.  King] 

had  a  wry  dillerent  way  of  encouraging  the  clergy  of 

hisdioeeie  to  residence:  when  a  lease  had  run  out 

■even  rears  or  more,  he  stipulated  with  the  tenant  to 

icfii^  op  twenty  or  thirty  acres  to  the  minister  of  the 

pinsb  where  it  lay  convenient,  without  lessening  his 

(omit  mit,  and  with  no  great  abatement  of  the  fine ; 

and  tbi«  be  did  in  the  parts  near  Dublin,  where  land 

is  at  the  highest  rates,  leaving  a  small  chiefry  for  the 

miniiter  .to  pay,  hardly  a  sixth  part  of  the  value.     I 

doubt  not  that  almost  every  bishop  in  tlie  kingdom 

nay  do  the  same  generous  act,  with  less  damage  to 

their  aees  than  his   late  grace  of  Dublin,    much  of 

vhoie  laods  were  out  in  fiw-farms,  or  leases  for  lives  ; 

and  I  an  sorry  that  the  good  example  of  such  a  prelate 

ha«  not  been  followed. 

But  a  great  majority  of  the  clergy's  friends  cannot 
httbflrto  reconcile  themselves  to  Hiis  project,  which 
thp;  call  a  levelling  principle,  that  must  inevitably 
not  oat  the  seeds  of  all  honest  emulation,  the  legal 
parott  of  the  greatest  virtue  and  most  generous  actions 
aaong  men ;  but  which,  in  the  general  opinion  (for  I 
do  not  pretend  to  offer  my  own),  will  never  more 
hire  room  to  exert  itself  in  the  breast  of  any  clergy- 
man whom  this  kingdom  shall  produce. 

But  whether  the  consequences  of  these  bills  may,  by 
the  virtues  and  frailties  of  future  bishops  sent  over 
inther  to  rule  the  church,  terminate  in  good  or  evil,  I 
diall  not  prasome  to  determine,  since  God  can  work  ihe 
ftraer  out  of  the  latter.  However,  one  thing  I  can 
ftntuw  to  assert,  that  from  the  earliest  ages  of  jChristi- 
a&ity  to  the  minute  I  am  now  writing,  there  never  was 
a  prccedeot  of  such  a  proceeding ;  much  less  was  it  to 
be  feared,  hoped,  or  apprehended,  from  such  hands  in 
any  Christian  country ;  and  so  it  may  pass  for  more 
tiian  a  phonix,  because  it  has  risen  without  any  assist- 
ance from  the  ashes  of  its  sire. 

The  appearance  of  so  many  dissenters  at  the  hearing 
of  thia  cause,  is  what,  I  am  told,  has  not  been  charged 
to  the  account  of  their  prudence  or  modemtion  ;  because 
that  action  has  been  censiued  as  a  mark  of  triumph 
iul  inwlt  before  the  victory  is  complete  :  since  neither 
<^  these  bills  has  yet  passed  the  house  of  commons,  and 
*«^  are  pleased  to  think  it  not  impossible  that  they 
Bay  be  rejected.  Neither  do  I  hear  that  there  is  an 
'nartiiig  clause  in  either  of  the  bills  to  apply  any  part 
tfthe  divided  or  subdivided  tithes  toward  increasing 
the  Spends  of  the  sectaries.  So  that  these  gentlemen 
'^  to  be  gimtifled  like  him  who,  after  having  been 
kicked  down  staira,  took  comfort  when  he  saw  his 
friend  kicked  down  after  him. 

I  hare  heard  many  more  objections  against  several 
pttticalaxs  of  both  these  bills ;  but  they  are  of  a  high 
nature,  and  carry  such  dreadful  innuendoes,  that  I  dare 
**  nmition  them ;  resolving  to  give  no  offence,  because 
1  veil  know  how  obnoxious  I  have  long  been  (although 
I  <^«c<ife  without  any  fkult  of  my  own)  to  the  seal 
tt»l  principles  of  those  who  place  all  diff^nce  in 
^oion  concerning  public  matters  to  the  score  of  dis- 
*ffe(iioD ;  whereof  1  am  at  least  as  innocent  as  the 
'»od«i  of  my  detracton. 


SOME  REASONS 
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Tec  clergy  did  little  expect  to  have  any  cause  of  com- 
Pwot  against  the  peesent  house  of  commons,  who  in 

*A  Wn  ««fl  preieBted  to  the  Irish  house  of  oommoiia  for  en- 
*^*n<<»r  th»  growth  or  flax,  by  which  it  was  provided  that  the 
■w*  vpontbat  nodoctkm  ahoaM  be  commated  for  acerUin 
*««,  or  oompQiiiioa  in  money.  But  the  opposition  to  the  bill 
«i««nnU>  CMMd  by  thia  pamphlet)  proved  so  effectual  that 
4«udroppel 


the  last  senion  were  pleased  to  throw  out  a  bilU  sent 
them  from  the  lords^  which  that  reverend  body  appre- 
hended would  be  very  injurious  to  them  if  it  passed 
into  a  law ;  and  who,  in  die  ptesent  session,  defeated 
the  arts  and  endeavours  of  schismatics  to  repeal  the 
sacramental  test. 

For  although  it  has  been  allowed  on  all  hands,  that 
the  fonner  of  those  bills  might,  by  its  necessary  con* 
sequences,  be  very  displeasing  to  the  lay  gentlemen  of 
the  kingdom,  for  many  reasons  purely  secular, 
and  that  this  last  attempt  for  repealing  the  test  did 
much  more  aficet  at  present  the  temporal  interest  than 
the  spiritoal ;  yet  the  whole  body  of  the  lower  clergy 
have,  upon  both  these  occasions,  expressed  equal 
gratitude  to  that  honourable  house  for  their  justice 
and  steadiness,  as  if  the  clergy  alone  were  to  receive 
the  benefit. 

It  must  needs  be  therefore  a  great  addition  to  the 
clergy *s  grief,  that  such  an  assembly  as  the  present 
house  of  commons  should  now,  with  an  expedition 
more  than  usual,  agree  to  a  bill  for  encouraging  the 
linen  manufacture,  with  a  clause  whereby  the  church 
is  to  lose  two  parts  in  three  of  the  l^gal  tithe  in  flax 
and  hemp. 

Some  reasons  why  die  clergy  think  such  a  law  will 
be  a  great  hardship  upon  them  are,  I  conceive,  those 
that  follow.  I  shall  venture  to  enumerate  them,  with 
all  deference  due  to  that  honourable  assembly  :— 

First,  the  clergy  suppose  that  they  have  not,  by  any 
fault  or  demerit,  incurred  the  displeasure  of  the  nationV 
representatives ;  neither  can  the  declared  loyalty  of  the 
present  set,  from  the  highest  prelate  to  the  lowest 
vicar,  be  in  the  least  disputed;  because  there  are 
hardly  ten  clergymen  through  the  whole  kingdom,  for 
more  than  nineteen  years  past,  who  have  not  been 
either  preferred  entirely  upon  account  of  their  declared 
affection  to  the  Hanover  line,  or  higher  promoted  as  the 
due  reward  of  the  same  merit. 

There  is  not  a  landlord  in  the  whole  kingdom,  re- 
siding some  part  of  the  year  at  his  country-seat,  who 
is  not  in  his  own  conscience  fully  convinced  that  the 
tithes  of  his  minister  have  gradually  sunk  for  some 
years  past  one-third,  or  at  least  one-fourth  of  their 
former  value,  exclusive  of  all  non-solvencies. 

The  payment  of  tidies  in  this  kingdom'  is  subject  to 
so  many  frauds,  brangles,  and  othCT  difficulties,  not 
only  from  Papists  and  Dissenters,  but  even  from  those 
who  profess  themselves  Protestants,  that,  by  the  expense, 
the  trouble,  and  vexation  of  collecting  and  bargaining 
for  them,  ^y  are  of  all  other  rents  the  most  precarious, 
uncertain,  and  ill  paid. 

The  landlords  in  most  parishes  expect,  as  a  compli- 
ment, that  they  shall  pay  little  more  than  half  the 
value  of  the  tithes  for  the  lands  they  hold  in  their  own 
hands;  which  often  consist  of  large  domains ;  and  it  is 
the  minister's  interest  to  make  them  easy  upon  that 
article,  when  he  considers  what  influence  those  gentle- 
men have  upon  their  tenants. 

The  clergy  cannot  but  think  it  extremely  severe, 
that  in  a  bill  for  encouraging  the  linen  manufacture, 
they  alone  must  be  the  sufferers,  who  can  least  afford 
it  If,  as  I  am  told,  there  be  a  tax  of  300<M.  a-year 
paid  by  the  public  for  a  further  encouragement  to  the 
said  manufacture,  are  not  the  clergy  equal  sharers  in 
the  charge  with  the  rest  of  their  fellow-subjects?  What 
satisfactory  reason  can  be  therefore  given  why  they 
alone  should  bear  the  whole  addition^  weight,  unless 
it  will  be  alleged  that  their  property  is  not  upon  an 
equal  foot  with  the  pro|)erties  of  other  men  t  They 
acquire  their  own  small  pittance  by  at  least  as  honest 
means  as  their  neighbours,  the  landlords,  possess  their 
estates;  and  have  been  always  supposed,  except  in 
»  rebellious  or  fonatical  times,  to  have  as  good  a  title ; 
•  For  the  bishops  lo  divide  living. 
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for  no  families  now  in  being  can  show  a  more  ancienL 
Indeed,  if  it  be  true  that  aome  penons  (I  hope  they 
were  not  many)  were  wen  to  laugh  when  the  rights  of 
the  clergy  were  mentioned ;  in  thu  case  an  opinion 
may  possibly  be  soon  advanced  that  they  have  no 
rights  at  all.  And  this  is  likely  enough  to  gain  ground 
in  proportion  as  the  contempt  of  all  religion  shall 
increase,  which  is  already  in  a  very  forward  way. 

It  is  said  there  will  be  also  added  to  this  bill  a 
clause '  for  diminishing  the  tithe  of  hops,  in  order  to 
cultivate  that  useful  plant  among  us ;  and  here  like- 
wise the  load  is  to  lie  entirely  on  the  shoulders  of  the 
clergy,  while  the  landlords  reap  all  the  beneflL  It 
will  not  be  easy  to  foresee  where  such  proceedings  are 
likely  to  stop ;  or  whether  by  the  same  authority,  in 
civil  times,  a  parliament  may  not  as  jastly  challenge 
the  same  power  in  reducing  all  things  titheable  not 
below  the  tenth  part  of  &e  product  (which  is,  and 
ever  will  be,  the  clergy  s  equitable  right),  but  from  a 
tenth  part  to  a  sixtieth  or  eightieth,  and  from  thence  to 
nothing. 

1  have  heard  it  granted  by  skilful  persons,  that  the 
'  practice  of  taxing  the  clergy  by  parliament,  without 
their  own  consent,  is  a  new  Uiing,  not  mi)ph  above  the 
date  of  seventy  years ;  before  which  period,  in  times  of 
peace,  they  always  taxed  themselves.  But  things  are 
extremely  altered  at  present :  it  is  not  now  sufficient 
to  tax  them  in  common  with  their  fellow-eabjecti, 
without  imposing  an  additional  tax  upon  them,  from 
which,  or  from  anything  equivalent,  all  their  fellow- 
subjects  are  exempt :  and  this  in  a  country  professing 
Christianity. 

The  greatest  part  of  the  clergy  tiiroughout  this  king- 
dom have  been  stripped  of  their  glebes  by  the  conftision 
of  times,  by  violence,  fmud,  oppression,  and  other 
unlawful  means;  all  which  glebes  are  now  in  the 
hands  of  the  laity.  So  that  they  now  are  generally 
forced  to  lie  at  the  mercy  of  landlords,  for  a  small 
piece  of  ground  in  their  parishes,  at  a  most  exorbitant 
rent,  aod  usually  for  a  snort  term  of  years,  whereon  to 
build  a  house  and  enable  than  to  reside.  Yet,  in  spite 
of  these  disadvantages,  I  am  a  witness  that  they  are 
generally  more  constant  residents  than  their  brethren 
in  England ;  where  the  meanest  vicar  has  a  convenient 
dwelling,  with  a  bam,  a  garden,  and  a  field  or  two  for 
his  cattle ;  besides  the  certainty  of  his  little  income 
ftom  honest  fanners,  able  and  willing,  not  only  to  pay 
him  his  dues,  but  likewise  to  mi&e  him  presents, 
according  to  their  ability,  for  his  better  support.  In 
all  which  circumstances  the  clergy  of  Ireland  meet 
with  a  treatment  directly  contrary. 

It  is  hoped  the  honourable  house  will  consider  that 
it  is  impossible  for  the  most  ill-minded,  avaricious,  or 
cunning  clergyman,  to  do  the  least  injustice  to  the 
meanest  cottager  in  his  parish,  in  any  baigain  for 
tithes,  or  other  ecclesiasbcal  dues.  He  can  at  the 
utmost  only  demand  to  have  his  tithes  fiurly  laid  out ; 
and  does  not  once  in  an  hundred  times  obtain  his 
demand.  But  every  tenant,  from  the  poorest  cottager 
to  the  most  substantial  farmer,  can,  and  generally  does 
impose  upon  the  minister,  by  fraud,  by  theft,  by  lies, 
by  perjuries,  by  insolence,  and  sometimes  by  force ; 
notwithstanding  the  utmost  vigilance  and  skill  of  him- 
self and  his  proctor ;  insomuch,  that  it  is  allowed  that 
the  clergy  in  general  receive  little  more  than  one-half 
of  their  legal  dues ;  not  including  the  charges  they  are 
at  in  collecting  or  bargaining  for  them. 

The  land-rents  of  Ireland  are  computed  to  about 
3,000,000/.,  whereof  one-tenth  amounts  to  200,000/. 
The  beneficed  clergymen,  excluding  those  of  this  city, 
are  not  reckoned  to  be  above  500 ;  by  which  computa- 
tion they  should  each  of  them  possess  200/.  a-year,  if 
those  tithes  were  equally  divided,  although  in  well* 
cultivated  com  countries  it  ought  to  be  more ;  whereas 


they  hardly  receive  one-half  of  that  sum,  with  great 
defalcations,  and  in  very  bad  payments.  There  aie, 
indeed,  a  few  glebes  in  the  north  pretty  considerable ; 
but  if  these,  and  all  the  rest,  were  in  like  manner 
equally  divided,  they  would  not  add  ft/,  a-year  to  every 
clergyman.  Therefore,  whether  the  condition  of  tbe 
clergy  in  general  among  us  be  justly  liable  to  envy, 
or  able  to  bear  a  heavy  burden,  which  neither  the 
nobility,  nor  gentry,  nor  tradesmen,  nor  fanners,  will 
touch  with  one  of  their  fingers;  this,  I  say,  is  submitted 
to  the  honoumble  house. 

One  terrible  circumstance  in  this  bill  is  that  of 
turning  the  tithe  of  flax  and  hemp  into  what  the  law- 
yers call  a  Moc&fs,  or  a  certain  sum  in  lieu  of  a  tenth 
part  of  the  product  And  by  this  practice  of  claimiog 
a  modtu  in  many  parishes  by  ancient  custom,  the 
clergy  in  both  kingdoms  have  been  almost  incredible 
sufferers.  Thus,  in  die  present  case,  the  tithe  of  i 
tolerable  acre  of  flax,  which  by  a  medium  it  worth 
12s.,  is  by  tiie  present  bill  reduced  to  4s.  Neither  ii 
this  die  worst  part  in  a  modut ;  every  determinate  ram 
must  in  process  of  time  sink  from  a-fburth  to  a  foQ^ 
and-twentieth  part,  or  a  great  deal  lower,  by  that  neces- 
sary fall  attending  tlie  value  of  money  ;  which  ii  iwv 
at  least  nine-tenths  lower  all  over  Europe  than  it  vai 
400  years  ago,  by  a  gradual  decline ;  and  even  a*thini 
part  at  least,  within  our  own  memories,  in  purchsnn; 
almost  everything  required  for  the  Deceesitics  or  eon- 
veniencies  of  life;  as  any  gentleman  can  attest  who 
has  kept  house  for  twenty  years  past.  And  this  will 
equally  afiect  poor  countries  as  well  as  rich.  For, 
although  I  look  upon  it  as  an  impossibility  that  tbi« 
kingdom  should  ever  thrive  under  its  present  i^ 
advantages,  which,  without  a  miracle,  must  still  in- 
crease, yet  when  die  whole  cash  of  the  nation  iball 
sink  to  50,000/.,  we  must,  in  all  our  traffic  ahroad, 
either  of  import  or  export,  go  by  the  general  rate  at 
which  money  is  valued  in  those  countries  that  enjoj  ' 
the  common  privil^es  of  human  kind.  For  this 
reason  no  corporation  (if  the  clergy  may  presume  to 
call  themselves  one)  shoul<l  by  any  means  grant  sway 
their  properties  in  perpetuitv,  upon  any  coiisideratioD 
whatsoever,  which  is  a  rocx  that  many  corpocationft 
have  split  upon,  to  their  great  impoverishment,  and 
sometimes  to  their  utter  undoing;  because  they  are 
supposed  to  subsist  for  ever,  and  because  no  determi- 
nation of  money  is  of  any  certain  perpetual  intriiaic 
value.  This  is  known  enough  in  £ngland,  wb«e 
estates  let  for  ever,  some  Jiundred  years  ago,  by  serevai 
ancient  noble  families,  do  not  at  diis  present  pay  their 
posterity  a  twentieth  part  of  what  they  are  now  woilh 
at  an  easy  rate. 

A  tax  affecting  one  part  of  a  nation  which  ahesdy 
bears  its  full  sluire  in  all  parliamentary  impositiooi 
cannot  possibly  be  just,  except  it  be  inflicted  ss  a 
punishment  upon  that  body  of  men  which  is  taxed  for 
some  great  demerit  or  danger  to  the  public  apjse- 
hended  from  those  upon  whom  it  is  laid ;  thus  the 
Papists  and  Nonjurors  have  been  doubly  taxed  for  re- 
fusing to^ive  proper  securities  to  the  government,  which 
cannot  be  objected  against  the  clergy.  And  therefore, 
if  this  bill  should  pass,  I  think  it  ought  to  be  with  t 
preface,  showing  wherein  they  have  ofiended,  and  for 
what  disaffection  or  other  crime  they  are  punished. 

If  an  additional  excise  upon  ale,  or  a  duty  upon  fleib 
and  bread,  were  to  be  enacted,  neither  the  victuaUer. 
butcher,  nor  baker  would  bear  any  more  of  the  charge 
than  for  what  themselves  consumed,  but  it  would  be 
an  equal  general  tax  through  the  whole  kingdom: 
whereas,  by  this  bUl,  the  ckrgy  alone  are  avowedly 
condemned  to  be  deprived  of  meir  ancient,  inberefii, 
undisputed  rights,  in  order  to  encourage  a  manufacture, 
by  which  all  the  rest  of  the  kingdom  are  supposed  to 
be  gainers. 
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Thh  bill  is  directly  agatntt  Magna  Ckarta  ;  where- 
of die  first  clause  is,  ft>r  confirming  the  inviolable 
rif  bti  nf  holy  church ;  as  well  as  contrary  to  the  oath 
tuen  by  all  our  kings  at  their  coronation,  where  tiiey 
•rev  to  defend  and  protect  the  church  in  all  its  rights. 
A  tax  laid  upon  employments  is  a  very  difTereut 
thing.    The  possessors  of  civil  and  military  employ- 
meuti  are  no  corporation ;  neither  are  they  any  part  of 
our  constitution ;  thrir  salaries,  pay,  and  perquisites 
are  all  changeable  at  the   pleasure  of   toe   prince 
who  bestows  them,  although  the  army  be  paid  from 
famb  raised  and  appropriated  by  the  legislature.     But 
the  clergy,  as  they  have  little  reason  to  expect,  so  they 
dnirc  no  more  then  their  ancient  legal  dues,  (only  in- 
deed with  the  removal  of  many  grievous  impediments 
in  tbe  collection  of  them,)  which  it  is  to  be  feared  they 
mait  wait  for  until  more  favourable  times.     It  is  well 
bovQ  that  they  have  already,  of  their  own  accord, 
diown  great  indulgence  to  their  people  upon  this  very 
article  of  flax,  seldom  taking  aoove  a-iourth  part  of 
tiietr  tithe  for  small  parcels,  and  oftentimes  nothmg  at 
all  from  new  beginners,  waiting  with  patience  until 
the  fiumen  were  able,  and  until  greater  quantities  of 
had  were  employed  in  that  part  of  husbandry;  never 
nupccting  that  their  good  intentions  should  be  per- 
Terted  in  so  singular  a  manner,  to  their  detriment,  by 
tbat  very  assembly  which,  during  the  time  that  con- 
vocations (which  are  an  original  part  of  our  constitu- 
tion ever  since  Christianity  became  national  among  us) 
an  thought  fit  to  be  suspended,  God  knows  for  what 
maoii  or  from  what  provocations :  I  say,  from  that 
very  assembly  who,  during  the  intervals  of  eonvoca- 
tjooa,  ahoald  rather  be  supposed  to  be  guardians  of  the 
ngbti  and  properties  of  tbe  clergy,  than   to  make  &e 
lesft  attempt  upon  either. 

I  have  not  heard  upon  inquiry,  that  any  of  those 
gentlemen,  who  among  us  witnout  doors  are  called  the 
court  party,  discover  the  least  seal  in  this  affair.  If 
they  had  thooghta  to  interpose,  it  might  be  conceived 
Hvy  would  show  their  displeasuTe  against  thu  bill, 
vbich  moat  very  much  lessen  the  value  of  the  king*s 
pstnmage  upoo  promotion  to  vacant  sees,  in  the  die- 
poisl  of  deaneriea,  and  o&er  considerable  preferments 
n  tbe  church  which  are  in  the  donation  of  the  crown, 
vbcttby  the  viceroys  will  have  fewer  good  preferments 
to  bestow  on  their  dependents,  as  well  as  upon  the  kin- 
dred of  memben,  who  may  have  a  sufficient  stock  of 
tbat  mt  of  merit,  whatever  it  may  be,  which  may  in 
foture  times  most  prevail. 

Tbe  dissenters,  by  not  succeeding  in  their  endeavours 
to  proeore  a  repeal  of  the  test,  have  lost  nothing,  |bat 
cootimie  in  full  enjoyment  of  their  toleration,  while 
tbe  clergy,  without  giving  the  least  offence,  are  by  this 
bill  deprived  of  a  considoable  branch  of  Uieir  ancient 
Ifgal  rights,  whereby  tbe  schisraatical  party  will  have 
tile  pleasure  of  gratifying  their  revenge---Aoc  Graii 

Tbe  farmer  will  find  no  relief  by  this  medlws,  because 
vben  his  present  lease  shall  expire  his  landlord  will 
mCillibly  raise  the  rent  in  an  equal  proportion,  upon 
every  part  of  land  where  flax  is  sown,  and  have  so 
noch  a  better  security  for  payment  at  tbe  expense  of 
t*»  clergy. 

If  we  judge  by  things  past,  it  little  avails  that  this 
bill  is  to  be  limited  to  a  certain  time  of  ten,  twenty,  or 
tbirty  yean.  For  no  landlord  will  ever  consent  that  a 
Isw  fball  expire  by  which  he  finds  himself  a  gainer; 
>«l  of  this  there  are  many  examples,  as  well  in  Eng- 
uod  as  in  this  kii^om. 

The  great  end  of  this  bill  is,  by  proper  encourage* 
°Mnt,  to  extend  the  linen  manufacture  into  those 
«««a^  where  it  has  hitherto  been  little  cultivated : 
but  this  encouragement  of  lessening  the  tithe  of  flax 
>ad  heap  iaooe  of  such  a  kind  as^  it  is  to  be  feared, 


will  have  a  directly  contrary  effect  Because,  if  I  am 
rightly  informed,  no  set  of  men  has,  for  their  number 
and  fortunes,  been  more  industrious  and  successful 
than  the  clergy,  in  introducing  that  manufacture  into 
places  which  were  unacquainted  with  it ;  by  persuading 
their  people  to  sow  flax  and  hemp,  by  procuring  seed 
for  them,  and  by  having  ibem  instructed  in  the  ma- 
nagement thereof;  and  this  they  did,  not  without  rea- 
sonable hopes  of  increasing  the  value  of  their  parishes 
after  some  time,  as  well  as  of  promoting  the  benefit  of 
the  public.  But  if  this  modut  should  take  place,  the 
clergy  will  be  so  far  from  gaining,  that  they  will  become 
losers  by  their  extraordinary  care,  by  having  their  best 
arable  lands  turned  to  flax  and  hemp  which  are 
reckoned  great  impoverishers  of  land :  they  cannot 
therefore  be  blametl  if  they  should  show  as  much  seal 
to  prevent  its  being  introduced  or  improved  in  their 
parishes  as  they  hitherto  have  shown  in  the  introducing 
and  improving  of  it  This,  I  am  told,'  some  of  them 
have  already  declared  ;  at  least  so  far  as  to  resolve  not 
to  give  themselves  any  more  trouble  than  other  men 
about  promoting  a  manufiicture,  by  the  success  of  which 
they  only,  of  iH  men,  are  to  be  sufferers.  Perhaps 
tiie  giving  even  a  further  encouragement  than  the  law 
does,  as  it  now  stands,  to  a  set  of  men,  who  might  on 
many  accounts  be  so  useful  to  this  purpose,  would  be 
no  bad  method  of  having  the  great  end  of  the  bill 
more  effectually  answered ;  but  this  is  what  they  are 
far  from  desiring :  all  they  petition  for  is  no  more  than 
to  continue  on  the  same  footing  with  the  rest  of  their 
fellow -subjects. 

If  this  modut  of  paying  by  the  acre  be  to  pass  into 
a  law,  it  were  to  be  wished  that  the  same  law  would 
not  only  appoint  one  or  mtxt  sworn  surveyors  in  each 
parish  to  measure  the  lands  on  which  flax  and  hemp 
are  sown,  but  also  settle  the  price  of  surveying  and  de- 
termine whether  &e  incumbent  or  farmer  is  to  pay  for 
each  annual  survey.  Without  something  of  this  kind 
there  must  constantly  be  disputes  between  them,  and 
the  neighbouring  justices  of  peace  must  be  teased  as 
often  as  those  disputes  happen. 

I  had  written  tbus  far,  when  a  paper  was  sent  to  me 
with  several  reasons  against  the  bill,«some  whereof, 
although  diey  have  been  already  toucheil,  are  put  in  a 
better  light,  and  the  rest  did  not  occur  to  me.  I  shall 
deliver  them  in  the  author*s  own  words : — 

I.  Tbat  tithes  are  the  patrimony  of  the  church  ;  and, 
if  not  of  divine  original,  yet  at  least  of  great  antiquity. 

II.  That  all  purchases  and  leases  of  titheable  lands, 
for  many  centuries  past,  have  been  made  and  taken, 
subject  to  the  demand  of  tithes,  and  those  lands  sold 
and  taken  just  so  much  the  cheaper  on  that  account. 

III.  That  if  any  lands  are  exempted  from  tithes,  or 
the  legal  demands  of  such  tithes  lessened  by  act  of  par- 
liament, so  much  value  is  taken  from  tiie  proprietor  of 
the  tithes,  and  vested  in  the  proprietor  of  the  lands,  or 
his  bead  tenants. 

IV.  That  no  innocent  unoffending  person  can  be  so 
deprived  of  his  property,  without  tiie  greatest  violation 
of  common  justice. 

V.  That  to  do  this  upon  a  prospect  of  encouraging 
the  linen,  or  any  other  manufacture,  is  acting  upon  a 
very  mistaken  and  unjust  supposition,  inasmuch  as  the 
price  of  the  lands  so  occupied  will  be  no  way  lessened 
to  the  fiumer  by  such  a  law. 

VI.  That  the  clergy  are  content  cheerfully  to  bear 
as  they  now  do)  any  burden  in  common  with  tiieir 
elluw-subjects,  either  for  the  support  of  his  majesty's 

government,  or  the  encouragement  of  the  trade  of  tiie 
nation;  but  think  it  very  hard  that  they  should  be 
singled  out  to  pay  heavier  taxes  than  others,  at  a  time 
when,  by  the  decrease  of  the  value  of  their  parishes, 
they  are  less  able  to  bear  them. 

VII.  That  the  legislature  has    heretofore    divtiu- 
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guuhed  the  clergy  by  exemptions,  and  not  by  addi- 
tional loads ;  and  the  present  clergy  of  the  kingdom 
hope  they  have  not  deserved  worse  of  the  legislature 
than  dieirpredecessors. 

VIII.  Tnat  by  the  original  constitution  of  these 
kingdoms  the  clergy  hi^  the  sole  right  of  taxing  them> 
selves,  and  were  in  possession  of  that  right  as  low  as 
the  Restoration ;  and  if  that  right  be  now  devolved  upon 
the  commons  by  the  cession  of  the  clergy,  the  com- 
mons can  be  considered,  in  this  case,  in  no  other  light 
than  as  the  guardians  of  the  clergy. 

IX.  That  besides  those  tithes  always  in  the  posses- 
sion of  the  clergy,  there  are  some  portions  or  tithes 
lately  come  into  tlieir  possession  by  purchase ;  that  if 
this  clause  should  take  place,  they  would  not  be  al- 
lowed the  benefit  of  these  purchases,  upon  an  equal 
footing  of  advantage  with  the  rest  of  their  felfow- 
subjects.  And  that  some  tithes,  in  the  hands  of  im- 
propriators, are  under  settlements  and  mor^^ages. 

X.  That  the  gentlemen  of  tliis  house  should  consider 
that  loading  the  clergy  is  loading  their  own  younger 
brothers  and  children ;  with  this  additional  grievance, 
that  it  is  taking  from  the  younger  and  poorer,  to  give 
to  the  elder  and  richer ;  and, 

LoMify,  That  if  it  were  at  any  time  just  and  proper 
to  do  ^is,  it  would,  howevo-,  be  too  severe  to  do  it 
now,  when  all  the  tithes  of  the  kingdom  are  known, 
for  some  years  past,  to  have  sunk  above  one-third  part 
in  their  value. 

Any  income  in  the  hands  of  the  clergy  is  at  least  as 
useful  to  the  public  as  the  same  income  in  the  hands 
of  the  laity. 

It  were  more  reasonable  to  grant  the  clergy  in  three 
parts  of  the  nation  an  additional  support  t^n  to  di- 
minish their  present  subsistence. 

Great  employments  are  and  will  be  in  the  hands  of 
Englishmen ;  nothing  left  for  the  younger  sotiS  of  Irish- 
men, but  vicarages,  tide-waiters*  places,  &c. ;  therefore 
no  reason  to  make  them  worse. 

The  moduM  upon  the  flax  in  England  affects  only 
lands  reclaimed  since  the  year  1690,  and  is  at  the  rate 
of  5«.  the  English  acre,  which  ia  eqivalent  to  8«.  8J. 
Irish,  and  tha^to  be  paid  before  the  farmer  removes  it 
from  the  field.  Flax  is  a  manufacture  of  little  conse- 
quence in  England,  but  is  the  staple  in  Ireland ;  and 
if  it  increases  (as  it  probably  will)  must,  in  many 
places,  jostle  out  com,  because  it  is  more  gainful. 

The  clergy  of  the  established  church  have  no  in- 
terest, like  those  of  the  church  of  Rome,  distinct  from 
the  true  interest  of  their  country ;  and  therefore  ought 
to  sufier  under  no  distinct  impositions  or  taxes  of  any 
kind. 

The  bill  for  settling  the  motUa  of  flax  in  England 
was  brought  in  the  first  year  of  the  reign  of  king  George 
I.,  when  the  clergy  lay  very  unjustly  under  the  impu- 
tation of  some  disaffection;  and  to  encourage  the 
bringing  in  of  some  fens  in  Lincolnshire,  which  were 
not  to  be  continued  under  flax ;  but  it  left  all  lands, 
where  flax  had  been  sown  before  that  time,  tmder  the 
same  condition  of  tithing  in  which  they  were  before 
the  passing  of  that  bill ;  whereas  this  bill  takes  away 
what  the  dergy  are  actually  possessed  of. 

That  the  woollen  manufacture  is  the  staple  of  Eng- 
land, as  the  linen  is  that  of  Ireland :  yet  no  attempt 
was  ever  made  in  England  to  reduce  the  tithe  of  wool, 
for  the  encouragement  of  that  manufacture.  This  manu- 
facture has  already  been  remarkably  favoured  by  the 
clergy,  who  have  hidierto  been  generally  content  with 
less  than  half,  some  with  Sd,  a  garden,  and  some  have 
taken  nothing. 

Employments,  they  say,  have  been  taxed,  the  reasons 
for  which  taxation  will  not  hold  with  regard  to  pro- 
perty, at  least  till  employments  become  inheritances. 
The  commons  always  have  had  so  tender  a  regard  to  , 


property,  tiiat  they  never  would  suffer  any  law  to  past 
whereby  any  particular  persons  might  be  aggrieved, 
without  their  own  consent. 

N.  B.  Some  alterations  have  been  made  in  the  bill 
about  the  modus,  since  the  above  paper  was  written; 
but  they  are  of  little  moment 


A  LETTER 

FROM  A  MEMBER  OP  THE  HOUSE  OF   COMMONS  IN 
IRELAND  TO  A  MEMBER  OF  THE  HOUSE  OF 
COMMONS  IN  ENOLAND.  CONCERNING 
THE  SACRAMENTAL  TEST. 


In  the  *'  Miscellanies.**  published  by  Mbrphew,  in  1711,  thf 

foUowing  advertisement,  evidently  dictated  by  Dr.  Swift,  i* 

prefixed : — 

''  The  following  letter  is  supposed,  by  some  judicious  penooji, 
to  be  of  the  same  author,  and  if  Uieir  ooi\jeetures  be  riglil,  it 
will  be  of  no  disadvantaj^e  to  him  to  have  it  revived,  eon- 
sidering  the  time  when  it  was  writ,  the  persons  then  at  tbe 
helm,  and  the  designs  in  agitation,  against  which  thik  paper  so 
boldly  apiienred.  I  ha\e  been  assured  that  the  suspicion 
which  the  supposed  author  lay  under  for  writing  thi«  IrtttT 
abaolntely  ruined  him  witli  the  late  ministry.  I  haw  taXrn 
leave  to  omit  about  a  page,  which  was  pu»uy  penoual.  and 
of  no  use  to  the  sul^ect. 
The  pamphlet  matenally  contributed  to  the  loss  of  the  bill  for 

repeal  of  the  Test  Act,  during  the  earl  of  Pembroke's  vic«- 

royalty. 


Sir,  Dublin,  December  4. 170S. 

I  RECBIVBD  your  letter,  wherein  you  tell  mc  of 
the  strange  representations  made  of  us  on  your  side  of 
the  water.  The  instance  you  are  pl«Med  to  meiitiou  is 
that  of  the  Presbyterian  missionary,  who,  according  to 
your  phrase,  has  been  lately  persecuted  at  Drogbcda 
for  his  religion ;  but  it  is  easy  to  observe  how  mighty 
industrious  some  people  have  been,  for  three  or  four 
years  past,  to  hand  about  stories  of  the  hardships,  the 
merits,  the  number,  and  the  power  of  the  Presbyteriaafl 
in  Ireland  :  to  raise  formidable  ideas  of  the  dangers  of 
Popery  there,  and  to  tiansroit  all  for  England,  improved 
by  great  additions,  and  with  special  care  to  have  tfaem 
inserted  with  comments,  in  those  infamous  weekly 
papers  that  infest  your  coffee-houses.  So  when  tlie  clause 
enacting  a  Sacramental  Test  was  put  in  execution,  it 
was  given  out  in  Kngland,  that  half  the  jiutices  of  peace 
through  this  kingdom  had  laid  down  their  commis- 
sions ;  whereas,  upon  examination,  the  whole  number 
was  found  to  amount  only  to  a  dozen  or  thirteen,  and 
those  generally  of  the  lowest  rate  in  fortune  and  un- 
derstanding, and  some  of  them  superannuaieil.  So 
when  the  earl  of  Pembroke  was  in  Ireland,  and  the 
parliament  sitting,  a  formal  story  was  very  gravely 
carried  to  his  excellency  by  some  lealoiw  members,  of  s 
priest  newly  arrived  from  abroad  to  the  north>west  pszti 
of  Ireland,  who  had  publicly  preached  to  his  people, 
to  fall  a  murdering  the  Pirotestants ;  which,  though  in- 
vented to  serve  an  end  they  were  then  upon,  and  are 
still  flriving  at,  was  presently  handed  over,  and  priufed 
with  shrewd  remarks  by  your  worthy  scrioblen. 
In  like  manner  the  account  of  ^tuit  person,  who  was 
lately  expelled  our  university  for  reflecting  on  the 
memory  of  king  William  :  what  a  dust  it  raised,  aiMi 
how  foully  it  was  related,  is  fresh  enough  in  memory.^ 
Neither  would  people  be  convinced,  till  the  uuirenity 
was  at  the  pains  of  publishing  a  Latin  {nper  to  justify 
themselves.  And  to  mention  no  more,  this  story  of 
the  persecution  at  Drogheda,  how  it  has  been  n>read 
and  aggravated,  what  consequences  have  been  amwn 
from  it,  and  what  reproaches  fixed  on  those  who  have 
least  deserved  them,  we  are  already  informed.  Nov, 
if  the  end  of  all  this  proceeding  were  a  secret  and 
mystery,  I  idiould  not  pretend  to  give  it  an  inteipreta- 

•  The    provost  and  fellows  of   Trinity  College  exptUcd 
Eflwud  Forbes  for  the  cause  metitioned. 
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tion;  but  •alBeient  cue  htm  been  taken  to  espUin  it, 
fint  bj  addweice  aitificially  (if  not  illegally)  procured 
to  Aow  the  miienble  st&te  of  tbe  dinenten  in  Ireland, 
bf  raMon  of  the  Sacramental  Tett,  and  to  detire  the 
qwoi's  iotaoe«ion  that  it  might  be  repealed.    Then, 
it  if  nmifert  that  our  Speaker,*  when  he  was  laat  year 
in  Kq^laod,  eolicited  in  perwn  leveral  memben  of  both 
houMt  to  have  it  repealed  by  an  act  there ;  diongh  it 
he  a  metier  purely  national,  that  cannot  poeeibly  intei^ 
feie  with  the  trade  and  interest  of  England;  and 
though  he  himeelf  appeared  formerly  the  moet  lealoue 
of  ell  men,  aninst  the  iq|u8tioe  of  binding  a  nation  by 
iewi  to  which  they  do  not  coneent     And,  lastly,  thoee 
weekly  libdlere,  whenever  tiiey  get  a  tale  by  the  end 
relatiDg  ts    Irdand,   without    once   troubling   their 
thooffati  about  the  truth,  always  end  it  with  an  appli- 
cation against  the  Sacramental  Test,  and  the  absolute 
necemty  there  is  of  repealing  it  in  both  kingdoms.     I 
know  it  may  be  reckoned  a  weakness  to  say  anything 
of  raeh  triflesasare  below  a  serious  nian*s  notice;  much 
lea  would  I  disparage  tbe  understanding  of  any  party, 
to  think  they  would  choose  the  vilert  and  most  igno- 
rant among  mankind  to  employ  them  for  the  asMrtors 
of  a  cause.     I  shall  only  say,  that  the  scandalous 
liberty  those  wretchee  take  would  hardly  be  allowed, 
if  it  were  not  mingled  with  opinions  that  some  men 
would  be  glad   to  advance.     Besides,  how  innpid 
Merer  those  papers  are,  they  eeem  to  be  levelled  to  the 
nndentandings  of  a  gnat  number ;  they  are  grown  a 
aeoeHBry  part  in  eoflee-house  furniture,  and  some  time 
or  other  may  happen  to  be  read  by  customeri  of  all 
links,  for  curiosity  and  amusement,  because  they  lie 
always  in  the  way.     One  of  these  authors  (the  fellow 
that  was  pillored,  I  have  forgot  his  name)  [Daniel 
Defoe]  is  indeed  so  grave,  sententious,  dogmatical  a 
TOfue,  that  there  is  no  enduring  him ;  the  Observator 
[Ur.  John  Tutchin]  is  much  the  bnsker  of  the  two, 
and  I  think  further  gone  of  late  in  liee  and  impudence, 
than  his  PNsbyterian  brother.     The  reason  why  1 
notion  htm  is,  to  have  an  occasion  of  letting  you 
know,  that  you  have  not  dealt  so  gallantly  with  us  as 
we  did  with  tou  in  a  parallel  case.^  Last  year  a  paper 
«M  brought  here  from  England,  called  **  A  Dialogue 
between  the  archbishop  of  Ganterbury  and  Mr.  Hig^ 
xins,*"  whidi  we  ovdered  to  be  bunt  by  the  common 
hangman,  as  it  well  deserved,  though  we  have  no  more 
to  4o  with  his  grace  of  Canterbury   [Dr.  Thomas 
Taiionj  than  you  have  with  the  archbishop  of  Dublin 
[Dr.  William  Kingl ;  nor  can  you  love  and  reverence 
yoer  prelate  more  than  we  do  ouis,  whom  3rou  tamely 
nfler  to  be  abased  openly,   and  by   name,  by  that 
peltry  rascal  of  an  Observator;  and  lately  upon  an 
*fleir  wherein  he  had  no  concern,  1  mean  the  business 
^  the  minooary  of  Drogheda,  wherein  our  excellent 
pnmsle  was  engaged,  and  did  noting  but  according 
to  law  and  discretion.    But  because  the  lord  archbishop 
ef  Dublin  has  been  upon  eeveral  occasions  of  late  years 
ttiweiauuited  in  England,  I  would  willingly  set  you 
nght  in  his  diaraeter.^    For  his  great  suflferings  and 
^Bftinent  services  be  was,  by  the  late  king,  promoted  to 
^  *ec  of  Deny.     About  the  same  time  he  wrote  a 
^^  to  joitify  the  Revolution,  wherein  was  an  account 
of  king  Jamee's  proceedings  in  Iieland ;  and  the  late 
•Rhbttbop  Tilloteon  recommended  it  to  the  king,  as 
^  niort  serviceable  treatise  that  could  have  been  pub- 
lidied  at  such  a  juncture.^    And  as  his  grace  set  out 
vpm  tfaoie  principlee^  he  has  proceeded  so  ever  sinoe, 
^  a  hiyal  subject  to  the  queen,  entirely  for  the  sue- 
*  *M*a  BrudwhJi,    eiq..     formerly^  aolieitor^geiieral    of 

^TkitdMrMleroraidibUiop  King  Unstained  in  tho  "  Miaoel- 

«■)"  of  ITn.cdUcd  by  Pope.but  eraied  in  tlie  Dublin  edition. 

Dr.  KJac  was  twice  Imprisoned  in  the  castle  of  Dublin  after 

teiu^  of  king  JaoMS  in  Ireland,  in  16d»,  and  nanowly 


cenion  in  the  Pvoteetant  line,  and  for  ever  excluding 
the  pretender ;  and  though  a  firm  friend  to  the  church, 
yet  with  indulgence  toward  diseenters,  as  appears  from 
his  conduct  at  Derry,  where  he  was  settled  for  maijy 
yean  among  the  most  virulent  of  the  sect ;  yet,  upon  his 
removal  to  Dublin,  they  parted  from  him  with  tears  in 
their  eyes,  and  universal  acknowledgments  of  his 
wisdom  and  goodness.  For  the  rest  it  must  be  owned, 
he  does  not  busy  himself  by  entering  deeply  into  any 
party,  but  rather  spends  his  time  in  acts  of  hospitality 
and  charity,  in  building  of  churches,  repairing  his 
palace^  in  introducing  and  preferring  the  worUiiest 
persons  he  can  find,  without  other  regards :  in  short, 
m  the  practice  of  all  viituee  that  can  become  a  public 
or  private  life.  This  and  more,  if  possible,  is  due  to 
so  escelleat  a  person,  who  may  be  justly  reckoned 
among  the  greatest  and  most  learned  prelates  of  this 
age,  however  his  character  may  be  defiled  by  such 
mean  and  dirty  hands  as  those  of  the  Observator,  or 
such  as  employ  him. 

I  now  come  to  answer  the  other  part  of  your  letter, 
and  shall  give  vou  my  opinion  freely  about  repealing 
the  Sacramental  Test ;  only,  whereas  you  desire  my 
thoughts  as  a  friend,  and  not  as  I  am  a  member  of 
parliament,  I  muet  assure  you  they  are  exactly  tbe 
same  in  both  capacities. 

1  must  begin  by  telling  you  we  are  generally  sur- 
prised at  your  wonderful  kindness  to  us  on  this  occa- 
sion, it  being  so  very  industrious  to  teach  us  to  see  our 
interest  in  a  point  where  we  ^  so  unable  to  see  it  our- 
selves. This  has  given  us  some  suspicion ;  and  though 
in  my  own  particular  I  am  hugely  bent  to  believe  tluit 
whenever  yon  concern  youneWes  in  our  affairs  it  is 
certainly  for  our  good,  yet  I  have  the  misfortune  to 
be  something  singular  in  this  belief;  and  therefore  I 
never  attempt  to  justify  it,  but  content  myself  to  pos- 
sess my  own  opinion  in  private,  for  fear  of  encounter- 
ing men  of  naore  wit  or  words  than  I  have  to  spare. 

We  at  this  distance,  who  see  nothing  of  the  spring 
of  actions,  are  forced,  by  mere  conjecture,  to  assign  two 
reasons  for  your  desiring  us  to  repeal  the  Sacramental 
Test.  One  is,  because  you  are  said  to  imagine  it  will 
be  a  step  toward  the  like  good  work  in  England ;  tlie 
other  more  immediate,  that  it  will  open  a  way  for  re- 
warding several  persons  who  have  well  deserved  upon 
a  gnat  occasion,  but  who  are  now  unqualified  through 
that  impediment. 

I  do  not  frequently  quote  poets,  especially  Eng- 
lish ;  but  I  remember  there  is  in  some  of  Mr.  Cowley's 
love  verses  a  strain  that  I  thought  extraordinary  at 
fifteen,  and  have  often  since  imagined  it  to  be  spoken 
by  Irdand : — 

"  Forbid  it.  heavsn.  my  life  should  be 
Weigh'd  with  her  least  eonTmiency.'* 

In  short,  whatever  advantage  yon  propose  to  your- 
selves by  repealing  the  Sacramental  Test,  speak  it  out 
plainly ;  it  is  the  best  argument  you  can  use,  for  we 
value  your  interest  much  more  than  our  own ;  if  your 
little  finger  he  sore,  and  you  think  a  poultice  made  of 
our  vitals  will  grre  it  any  ease,  speak  the  word  and  it 
shall  be  done  :  the  interest  of  our  whole  kingdom  is  at 
any  time  ready  to  strike  to  that  of  your  poorest  fishing 
towns;  it  b  hard  you  will  not  accept  our  services, 
unless  we  believe  at  the  same  time  that  you  are  only 
consulting  our  profit  and  giving  us  marks  of  your  love. 
If  there  be  a  fire  at  some  distance,  and  I  immediately 
blow  up  my  house  before  there  be  occasion,  because 
you  are  a  man  of  quality  and  apprehend  some  danger 
to  a  comer  of  your  stable,  yet  why  should  you  requite 
me  to  attend  next  morning  at  your  levee  with  my 
humble  thanks  for  the  favour  you  have  done  me  ? 

If  we  might  be  allowed  to  judge  for  ourselves,  ne 
had  abundance  of  benefit  by  the  Sacramental  Test,  and 
foresee  a  number  of  mischiefs  would  be  the  consequence 
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of  repealing  it ;  and  we  conoeiTe  tiie  objectioDS  made 
against  it  by  the  diBsenten  are  of  no  manner  of  force. 
They  tell  us  of  their  merits  in  the  late  war  in  Ireland, 
and  how  cheerfully  they  engaged  ibr  the  safety  of  the 
nation ;  that  if  they  had  thought  they  had  been  fight- 
ing only  other  people's  quarrels,  perhaps  it  might  have 
cooled  their  xeal,  and  that  for  the  future  they  shall  sit 
down  quietly  and  let  us  do  our  work  ourselves ;  nay, 
that  it  IS  necessary  they  should  do  so,  since  they  cannot 
take  up  arms  under  the  penalty  of  high  treason. 

Now  supposing  them  to  have  done  their  duty,  as  I 
believe  they  did,  Tand  not  to  trouble  them  about  the  fly 
on  the  wheel,)  I  thought  liberty,  property,  and  religion 
had  been  the  &ree  subjects  of  the  quanel ;  and  have 
not  all  those  been  amply  secured  to  them  1  had  they 
not  at  that  time  a  mental  reservation  for  power  and 
employments !  and  must  these  two  articles  be  added 
henceforward  in  our  national  quarrels  t  It  is  grown  a 
mighty  conceit  among  some  men  to  melt  down  the 
phrase  of  a  church  established  by  law  into  that  of  the 
religion  of  the  magistrate  ;  of  which  appellation  it  is 
easier  to  find  the  reason  than  the  sense :  if  by  the  ma- 
gistrate diey  mean  the  prince,  the  expression  includes 
a  falsehood ;  for  when  king  James  was  prince,  the  esta- 
blished church  was  the  same  as  it  is  now.  If  by  the 
same  word  they  mean  the  legislature,  we  desire  no 
Be  that  as  it  will,  we  of  this  kingdom  believe 


more. 


the  church  of  Ireland  to  be  the  national  church,  and 
the  only  one  established  by  law,  and  are  willing  by  the 
same  law  to  give  a  toleration  to  Dissenters ;   but  if 
once  we  repeal  our  Sacramental  Test  and   grant  a 
toleration,  or  suspend  the  execution  of  the  penal  laws, 
I  do  not  see  how  we  can  be  said  to  have  any  established 
church  remaining ;  or  rather,  why  there  will  not  be  as 
many  established  churches  as  there  are  sects  of  dis- 
senters.    No,  say  they,  yours  will  still  be  the  national 
church,  because  your  bishops  and  clergy  are  maintained 
by  the  public ;  but  that  I  suppose  will  be  of  no  long 
duration,  and  it  would  be  very  unjust  it  should,  be- 
cause, to  speak  in  TindalV  phrase,  it  is  not  reasonable 
that  revenue  should  be  annexed  to  one  opinion  more 
than  another  when  all  are  equally  lawful ;  and  it  is  the 
same  author^s  maxim,  that  no  fivebom  subject  ought 
to  pay  for  maintaining  speculations  he  does  not  believe. 
But  why  should  any  man,  upon  account  of  opinions  he 
cannot  help,  be  deprived  of  the  opportunity  of  serving 
his  queen  and  country  !     Their  seal  is  commendable, 
and  when  employments  go  a-begging  for  want  of  hands, 
they  shall  be  sure  to  have  the  refusal,  only  upon  con- 
dition they  will   not  pretend  to  them  upon  maxims 
which  equally  include  a&eists,  Turks,  Jews,  infidels, 
and  heretics ;  or,  which  is  still  more  dangerous,  even 
Papists  themselves :  the  former  you  allow,  the  other 
you  deny ;  because  these  last  own  a  foreign  power,  and 
therefore  must  be  shut  out      But  there  is  no  great 
weight  in  this;  for  their  religion  can  suit  with  free 
states,  with  limited  or  absolute  monarchies,  as  well  as 
a  better;  and  the  pope's  power  in  France  is  but  a 
shadow ;  so  that,  upon  this  root,  there  need  be  no  great 
danger  to  the  constitution  by  admitting  Papists  to  em- 
plovments.     I  will  help  you  to  enough  of  them  who 
shall  be  mdy  to  allow  the  pope  as  little  power  here  as 
you  please :  and  the  bare  opinion  of  his  being  vicar  of 
Christ  is  but  a  speculative  point,  for  which  no  man  it 
seems  ought  to  be  deprived  of  the  capacity  of  serving 
his  country. 

But,  if  you  please,  I  will  tell  you  the  great  objection 
we  have  against  repealing  this  same  Sacramentu  Test 
It  is  that  we  are  verily  persuaded  the  consequence  will 
be  an  entire  alteration  of  religion  among  us  in  no  great 
compass  of  years.  And  pray  observe  how  we  reason 
here  in  Ireland  upon  tliis  matter. 

We  observe  the  Scots,  in  our  nortliem  parts,  to  be 
a  brave,  industrious  people,  extremely  devoted  to  their 


religion,  and  full  of  an  undisturbed  aflbction  towird 
each  other.  Numbers  of  that  noble  nation,  invited  by 
the  fertilities  of  the  soil,  are  glad  to  exchange  their 
barren  hills  of  Loquabar,  by  a  voyage  of  three  houn, 
for  our  fruitful  vales  of  Down  and  Anbim,  so  pn^ 
ductive  of  that  grain  which,  at  little  trouble  and  leu 
expense^  finds  diet  and  lodging  for  themselves  and  their 
cattle.  These  people,  by  their  extreme  parsimony, 
wonderful  dexterity  in  dealing,  and  firm  adhereooe  to 
one  another,  soon  grow  into  wealth  from  the  smallot 
begiimings,  never  are  rooted  out  where  they  once  fix, 
and  increase  daily  by  new  supples :  besides,  when  they 
are  the  superior  number  in  any  tract  of  ground,  they 
are  not  over  natieut  of  mixture ;  but  such,  whom  they 
cannot  assimilate,  soon  find  it  their  interest  to  remore. 
I  have  done  all  in  my  power  on  some  land  of  my  owo 
to  preserve  two  or  three  English  fellows  in  their  neigh* 
bourhood,  but  found  it  impossible,  though  one  of  them 
thought  he  had  sufficiently  made  his  court  by  tuniiof 
Presbyterian.  Add  to  all  this,  that  they  bring  alung 
with  them  from  Scotland  a  most  formidable  notioo 
of  our  church,  which  they  look  upon  at  least  three  de- 
grees worse  than  Popery ;  and  it  is  nati^al  it  should  be 
so,  since  they  come  over  full  fraught  with  that  spirit 
which  taught  them  to  abolish  Episcopacy  at  home. 

Then  we  proceed  further,  and  observe  that  the  gen* 
tlemen  of  employments  here  make  a  very  considertble 
number  in  the  house  of  commons,  and  have  no  other 
merit  but  that  of  doing  their  duty  in  their  several  lU* 
tions ;  therefore  when  the  Test  is  repealed,  it  will  be 
highly  reasonable  they  should  give  place  to  those  who 
have  much  greater  services  to  plead .  The  commisiiaoi 
of  the  revenue  are  soon  dtspoaed  of,  and  the  colledon 
and  other  officers  throughout  this  kingdom  are  gene- 
rally appointed  by  the  commissioners,  which  give* 
them  a  mighty  influence  in  every  county.  As  much 
may  be  said  of  the  great  offices  in  the  law  i  and  when 
this  door  is  open  to  let  dissenters  into  the  oommiauuni 
of  the  peace,  to  make  them  higfa-sherifis,  mayon  of 
corporations,  and  officers  of  the  army  and  militia,  1  do 
not  see  how  it  can  be  otherwise,  considering  their  in* 
dustry  and  our  supineness,  but  that  they  may,  iu  a  very 
few  years,  grow  to  a  majority  in  the  house  c^  oommoiM. 
and  consequently  make  themselves  the  national  is* 
ligion,  and  have  a  fair  pretence  to  demand  the  reveniM 
of  the  church  for  their  teachers.  I  know  it  will  be 
objected,  that  if  all  this  should  happen  as  I  describe, 
yet  the  Presbyterian  religion  could  never  be  made  the 
national  by  act  of  parliament,  because  our  bishops  sre 
so  great  a  number  m  the  house  of  lords,  and  without  t 
majority  there  the  church  could  not  be  abolished.  But 
I  have  two  very  good  expedients  for  that,  which  I  >hAli 
leave  you  to  guess,  and  I  dare  swear  our  speaker  here 
has  often  thought  on,  especially  having  endeavoured  at 
one  of  them  so  lately.  To  convince  you  that  this  de* 
sign  is  not  so  foreign  from  some  people  s  thoughts,  I 
must  let  you  know  that  an  honest  bellwether  of  our 
house*  (you  have  him  now  in  England ;  I  wi^  you 
could  keep  him  there)  had  the  impudence  some  yean 
ago,  in  parliament  time,  to  shake  my  lord  bishop  oi 
Kilaloo^  by  his  lawn  sleeve,  and  tell  him,  in  a  threaten- 
ing manner,  **  that  he  hoped  to  live  to  see  the  day  when 
there  should  not  be  one  of  his  order  in  the  kingdom/ 

These  last  lines  perhaps  you  think  a  digression ;  tbexe- 
fore  to  return :  I  have  told  you  the  consequences  «e 
fully  reckon  upon  from  repealing  the  Sacramental  Test, 
which,  although  the  greatest  number  of  such  as  are  for 
doing  it  are  actually  in  no  maimer  of  pain  about  it 
and  many  of  them  care  not  3dL  whether  there  be  wj 
church  or  not,  yet,  because  they  pretend  to  argue  from 
conscience,  as  well  as  policy  and  interest,  I  thought  it 
proper  to  understand  and  answer  them  accordingly* 

*  fluppoMd  to  be  Mr.  Brodrrtek. 

b  Dr.  Lindsmy,  sAerwards  lont-pfUasie* 
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Nov,  vx,  in  annrer  to  your  queition,  whether,  if  any 

wi^mpt  Aeuld  be  made  here  for  repuJing  the  Sacra- 

mcBtal  Tmt,  it  would  be  likely  to  mcceed  9  the  number 

of  pfoftaed  diaaenten  in  this  parliament  was,  as  I  re* 

Dcnber,  aomeChiog  under  a  doien,  and  I  cannot  call 

to  mtad  tbof  e  30  otben  who  were  expected  to  fall  in 

wjtli  riian.    This  is  certain,   that  the  Preibyterian 

putjf  liar ing  with  great  industry  mustered  up  their 

fofoea,  did  endeavour  one  day,  upon  occasion  of  & 

bint  in  my  lord  Pembroke's  epeech,  to  introduce  a 

debate  tUmt  repealing  the  Test  dause,  when  there 

appMnd  at  least  four  to  one  odds  against  them ;  and 

tije  ablest  of   those,   who   were  reckoned  the  most 

lUDcil  and  thorough-paced  Whigs  upon   all    other 

oecifioiis,  fell  oif  with  an  abhorrence  at  the  fiist  men- 

tiaoof  this. 

I  must  desire  you  to  take  notice,  that  the  terms  of 
Whig  sod  Tory  do  not  properly  express  the  different 
iDtRoti  in  our  parliament.  I  remember,  when  I  was 
bit  io  England,  1  told  the  king,  <'that  the  highest 
Torici  we  had  with  us  would  make  tolerable  Whigs 
there/  This  was  certainly  right,  and  still  in  the 
jpeoenl  ooutioues  so,  unless  you  have  since  admitted 
Mv  cbaiacteristics  which  did  not  come  within  our 
defiaiuon.  Whoever  bears  a  true  veneration  for  the 
iriivi«as  memory  of  king  William,  as  our  great  de- 
iiiervr  frmn  Popery  and  slavery;  whoever  is  firmly 
lujal  to  our  present  queen,  with  an  utter  abhorrence 
ttd  detestation  of  the  pretender ;  whoever  approves  the 
iuccesioD  to  the  crown  in  the  house  of  Hanover,  and 
it  for  preserving  the  doctrine  and  discipline  of  die 
cbuich  of  England,  with  an  indulgence  for  scrupulous 
c«acinioes;  such  a  man  we  think  acts  upon  right 
pnociplcs,  and  may  be  justly  allowed  a  Whig  :  and  I 
oeiiere  there  are  not  six  members  in  our  house  of  com- 
"Mu  who  may  not  fairly  come  under  this  description. 
So  that  the  parties  among  us  are  made  up,  on  one  side, 
faf  moderate  Whigs,  and,  on  the  other,  of  Presbyterians 
ud  their  abettors ;  by  which  last  I  mean  such  who  can 
fi)uilly  go  to  a  church  or  conventicle,  or  such  who  are 
iuiiffoeat  to  all  religion  in  general ;  or,  lastly,  such 
vho  affect  to  bear  a  personal  rancour  toward  the  clergy : 
*hflK  last  are  a  set  of  men  not  of  our  own  growth, 
thor  principles  at  least  have  been  imported  of  late 
T<sn:  Tct  this  whole  party  put  together  will  scarce,  I 
up  cittfident,  amount  to  above  50  men  in  parliament, 
which  can  hardly  be  worked  up  into  a  majority  of  300. 
A«  to  the  house  of  lords,  the  difficulty  there  is  con- 
c^ired  at  least  as  great  as  in  ours.  So  many  of  our 
*^poft]  peers  live  in  England,  that  the  bishops  are 
pixnlly  pretty  near  a  par  of  the  house,  and  we  reckon 
^hey  will  be  all  to  a  man  agaiitst  repealing  the  Test ; 
^  yet  their  lordships  are  generally  thought  as  good 
^higi  upoii  ofur  principles  as  any  in  the  kingdom. 
1'hm  are  indeed  a  few  lay  lords  who  appear  to  have 
^"i  greit  devotion  for  Episcopacy ;  and  perhaps  one  or 
t'o  more,  with  whom  certain  powerful  motives  might 
^  QKd,  for  removing  any  difficulty  whatsoever ;  but 
^^  are,  m  no  sort,  a  number  to  carry  any  point 
ftttint  the  cotijnnctioa  of  the  rest,  and  the  whole  bench 

Besides,  the  whole  body  of  our  clergy  is  utterly 
t74init  repealing  the  Test,  though  they  are  entirely  de- 
Tuted  to  her  m^esty,  and  hardly  1  in  lOO  who  are  not 
yVf  piod  Wh^  in  our  acceptation  of  the  word.  And 
1  aittt  let  you  know  that  we  of  Ireland  are  not  yet 
cume  op  to  other  folk's  refinements,  for  we  generally 
U«  aud  esteem  our  clergy,  and  think  thev  deserve  it; 
>A7<  we  are  apt  to  lay  some  weight  upon  their  opitiion, 
and  would  not  willingly  disoblige  them,  at  least  unless 
n  viiv  apon  some  greater  point  of  interest  than  this. 

k.^*^  judgment  in  the  present  affair  is  the  more 
^1^  regarded,  because  they  are  the  last  persons  who 
viU  be  affected  by  it:  this  makes  us  think  them  im- 


partial, and  that  their  concern  is  only  for  religion  and 
the  interest  of  the  kingdom.  Because  the  act  which 
repeals  the  Test  will  only  qualify  a  layman  for  an  em- 
ployment, but  not  a  Presbyterian  or  Anabaptist  preacher 
for  a  church-living.  Now  1  must  take  leave  to  inform 
you,  that  several  memben  of  our  house,  and  myself 
among  the  rest,  knowing  some  time  ago  what  was  upon 
the  anvil,  went  to  all  the  clergy  we  knew  of  any  dis- 
tinction, and  desired  their  judgment  in  the  matter; 
wherein  we  found  a  most  wonderful  agreement,  there 
being  but  one  divine  that  we  could  hear  of  in  the  whole 
kingdom  who  appeared  of  a  contrary  sentiment :  wherein 
he  afterward  stood  alone  in  the  convocation,  very  little 
to  his  credit,  though,  as  he  hoped,  very  much  to  his 
interest 

I  will  now  consider  a  little  the  arguments  offered  to 
show  the  advantages,  or  rather  the  necessity,  of  repeal- 
ing the  Test  in  Irdand.  We  are  told,  the  popish  in- 
terest is  here  so  formidable,  that  all  hands '  should  bo 
joined  to  keep  it  under :  that  the  only  names  of  dis* 
tinction  among  us  ought  to  be  those  of  Protestant 
and  Papist;  and  that  this  expedient  is  the  only  means 
to  unite  all  Protestants  upon  one  common  bottom. 
All  which  is  nothii^  but  misrepresentation  and  mis- 
take. 

If  we  were  under  any  real  fear  of  the  Papists  in  thu 
kingdom,  it  would  be  hard  to  think  us  so  stupid  as 
not  to  be  equally  apprehensive  with  ottiera,  since  we  are 
likely  to  be  the  greatest  and  more  immediate  sufferers; 
but,  on  the  contrary,  we  look  upon  them  to  be  alto- 
gether as  inconsiderable  as  the  women  and  children. 
Their  lands  are  almost  entirely  taken  from  them,  and 
they  are  rendered  incapable  of  purchasing  any  more, 
and  for  the  little  that  remains,  provision  is  made  by  the 
late  act  against  Popery,  that  it  will  daily  crumble 
away :  to  prevent  which,  some  of  the  most  considerable 
among  them  are  already  turned  Protestants,  and  so,  in 
all  probability,  will  many  more.     Then  the  Popish 

riests  are  all  registered,  and  without  permission  (which 
hope  will  not  be  granted)  they  can  have  no  successors; 
so  that  the  Protestant  clergy  will  find  it  perhaps  no 
difficult  matter  to  bring  great  numbers  over  to  the 
church ;  and  in  the  mean  time  the  common  people, 
without  leaders,  without  discipline  or  natural  courage, 
beuig  little  better  than  hewers  of  wood  and  drawers  of 
water,  are  out  of  all  capacity  of  doing  any  mischief,  if 
they  were  ever  so  well  inclined.  Neither  are  they  at 
all  likely  to  join,  in  any  considerable  numben,  with 
an  invader,  having  found  so  ill  success  when  diey  were 
much  more  numerous  and  powerful ;  when  they  had  a 
prince  of  their  own  religion  to  head  them,  had  been 
trained  for  some  years  under  a  Popish  deputy,  and  re- 
ceived such  mighty  aids  from  the  French  king. 

As  to  that  argument  used  for  repealing  the  Test,  that 
it  will  unite  all  Protestants  against  the  common  enemy, 
I  wonder  by  what  figure  those  gentlemen  speak  who 
are  pleased  to  advance  it :  suppose,  in  order  to  increase 
the  friendship  between  you  and  me,  a  law  should  pass, 
that  I  must  have  half  your  estate ;  do  you  think  that 
would  much  advance  the  union  between  ust  or  sunpose 
I  share  my  fortune  equally  between  my  own  children 
and  a  stranger,  whom  I  take  into  my  protection,  will 
that  be  a  meth(xi  to  unite  them  f  It  is  an  odd  way  of 
uniting  parties,  to  deprive  a  majority  of  part  of  dieir 
ancient  right,  by  conferring  it  on  a  faction,  who  had 
never  any  right  at  all,  and  therefore  cannot  be  said  to 
suffer  any  loss  or  injury  if  it  be  refused  them.  Neither 
is  it  very  clear  how  far  some  people  may  stretch  the 
term  of  common  enemy.  How  many  are  there  of  those 
that  call  themselves  Protestants  who  look  upon  our 
worship  to  be  idolatrous,  as  well  as  that  of  the  Papists, 
aud,  with  great  charity,  put  Prelacy  and  Popery  to- 
gether, as  terms  convertible  f 
And  therefore  there  is  one  small  doubt  I  would  be 
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willingly  mtiafied  in,  before  I  agree  to  the  repealing  of 
the  Test ;  that  is,  whether  these  same  Protestants,  whc» 
they  have  by  their  dexterity  made  themselves  the 
national  religion,  and  disposed  the  church  revenues 
among  their  pastors  or  themselves,  will  be  so  kmd  to 
allow  us  dissenters,  I  do  not  say  a  share  in  employments, 
but  a  bare  toleration  by  law  ?  The  reason  of  mv  doubt 
is,  because  I  have  been  so  very  idle  as  to  read  above 
fifty  pamphlets,  written  by  as  many  Presbyterian 
divines,  loudly  disclaiming  this  idol  toleration  :  some 
of  them  calling  it  (I  know  not  how  properly^  a  rag  of 
Popery,  and  all  agreeing  it  was  to  establish  iniquity 
by  law.  Now  I  would  be  glad  to  know  when  and 
where  their  successors  have  renounced  this  doctrine, 
and  before  what  witnesses.  Because,  methiuks,  I  should 
be  loath  to  see  my  poor  titular  bishop  t'n  partibw,  seised 
on  by  mistake  in  the  dark  for  a  Jesuit;  or  be  forced 
myself  to  keep  my  chaplain  disguieed  like  my  butler, 
and  steal  to  prayers  in  a  back  room,  as  my  grandfather 
used  in  diose  times,  when  the  church  of  England  was 
malignant. 

But  this  is  ripping  up  old  quarreb  long  forgot; 
Popery  is  now  the  common  enemy,  against  which  we 
must  all  unite.  I  have  been  tired  in  history  with  the 
perpetual  folly  of  those  states  who  call  in  foreigners  to 
assist  them  against  a  common  enemy ;  but  the  mischief 
was,  these  allies  would  never  be  brought  to  allow  that 
the  common  enemy  was  quite  subdued.  And  they  had 
reason ;  for  it  proved  at  last,  that  one  part  of  the  com- 
mon enemy  was  those  who  called  Chem  in,  and  so  the 
allies  became  at  length  the  masteis. 

It  is  agreed  among  natuvalists,  that  a  lion  is  a  larger, 
a  stronger,  and  more  dangerous  enemy  than  a  cat ;  yet 
if  a  man  were  to  have  his  choice,  either  a  Kon  at  his 
foot,  bound  fast  with  three  or  four  ehains,  his  teeth 
drawn  out,  and  his  claws  pared  to  the  quick,  or  an 
angry  cat  in  full  liberty  at  his  throat,  he  would  take 
no  long  time  to  determine. 

I  have  been  sometimes  admiring  the  wonderfnl  sig- 
nificancy  of  that  word  persecution,  and  what  various 
interpretations  it  has  acquired  even  within  my  memory. 
When  i  was  a  boy  1  often  heard  the  Presbyterians 
complain  that  they  were  not  permitted  to  serve  God  in 
their  own  way :  they  said  they  did  not  repine  at  our 
employments,  but  thought  that  all  men  who  live  peace- 
ably ought  to  have  liberty  of  conscience,  and  leave  to 
assemble.  Tliat  impediment  being  removed  at  the 
Revolution,  tiiey  soon  learned  to  swallow  the  Sacra- 
mental Test,  and  began  to  take  veiy  large  steps,  wherein 
all  who  offered  to  oppose  them  were  called  men  of  a 
persecuting  spirit.  During  the  time  the  bill  against 
occasional  conformity  was  on  foot,  persecution  was 
every  day  rung  in  our  ears,  and  now  at  last  die  9kemr 
mental  Test  it^lf  has  the  same  name.  Where  then  is 
this  matter  likely  to  end,  when  ihe  obtaining  of  one 
request  is  only  used  as  a  step  to  demand  another  t  a 
lover  is  ever  complaining  of  cruelty  while  anything  is 
denied  him ;  when  the  laidy  ceases  to  be  cmel,  she  is 
irom  the  next  moment  at  his  mercy :  so  persecution,  it 
seems,  is  everything  that  will  not  leave  it  in  menV 
power  to  persecute  others. 

•  There  is  one  argument  offered  against  a  Sacramental 
Test  by  a  sort  of  men  who  are  content  to  be  styled  of 
the  church  of  England,  who  perhaps  attend  its  service 
in  the  morning,  and  go  with  their  wives  to  a  conven- 
ticle in  the  afternoon,  confessing  they  hear  very  good 
doctrine  in  both.  These  men  are  much  offended,  that 
so  holy  an  institution,  as  that  of  the  Lord's  Supper, 
should  be  made  subservient  to  8uc)i  mercenary  purposes 
as  the  getting  of  an  employment.  Now  it  seems  the 
law,  concluding  all  men  to  be  members  of  that  church 
where  they  receive  the  sacrament;  and  supposing  all 
men  to  live  like  Christians  (especially  those  who  are 
to  have  employments),  did  imagine  they  received  the 


sacrament  in  course  about  four  times  a-yeir;  arid 
therefore  only  desired  it  might  i^ipear  by  certificate  to 
the  public,  that  such,  who  took  an  office,  were  memben 
of  the  chureh  established,  by  doing  their  ordinary  duty. 
However,  lest  we  should  offend  them,  we  have  often 
desired  they  would  deal  candidly  with  us ;  for,  if  the 
matter  stack  only  there,  we  would  propose  it  in  parlia* 
ment,  that  every  man  who  takes  an  employment  sluMild, 
instead  of  receiving  the  sacrament,  be  obliged  to  iwsir 
that  he  is  a  member  of  the  church  of  Ireland  by  lav 
established,  with  Episcopacy,  and  so  forth ;  and  as  thcj 
do  now  in  Scotland,  to  be  true  to  the  kirk.  But  wbeu 
we  drive  them  thus  far,  they  always  retire  to  the  main 
body  of  the  argument  urge  the  hardship  that  oun 
should  be  deprived  the  liberty  of  serving  their  qumi 
and  country  on  account  of  their  conscience ;  and,  ii< 
short,  have  recourse  to  the  common  style  of  their  half 
brethren.  Now,  whether  this  be  a  sincere  way  o( 
arguing,  1  will  appeal  to  any  other  judgment  but 
theirs. 

There  is  another  topic  of  clamour  somewhat  parallfl 
to  the  foregoing :  it  seems  by  the  Test  clause,  the  mil- 
tary  officers  are  obliged  to  receive  the  sacrament,  u  well 
as  the  civil.  And  it  is  a  matter  i^some  patience  to  bnr 
the  dissenters  declaiming  upon  this  occasion :  th^  en 
they  are  disarmed,  they  are  used  like  Papists :  wbai  an 
enemy  appears  at  home,  or  from  abroad,  they  muit  tit 
still,  and  see  their  throats  cut,  or  be  hwged  for  hi>ii 
treason  if  they  offer  to  defend  themselves.  Mimat'l' 
condition !  woful  dilemma !  it  is  happy  for  us  all  that 
the  pretender  was  not  apprized  of  this  passive  Pmby- 
terian  principle,  else  he  would  have  infallibly  landed  in 
our  northern  parts,  and  found  them  all  sat  down  in  their 
formalities,  as  the  Gauls  did  the  Roman  senaton,  Te3<iy 
to  die  with  honour  in  their  callings.  Sometimes,  la 
appease  their  indignation,  we  venture  to  give  tbem 
hopes,  that,  in  such  a  case,  the  government  will  perbap 
connive,  and  hardly  be  so  severe  to  hang  them  for  (i^ 
fending  it,  against  the  letter  of  the  law :  to  which  tbe? 
readily  answer,  that  they  will  not  lie  at  our  mercy,  l!»t 
let  us  fight  our  battles  ourselves.  Sometimes  we  ofi<r> 
to  get  an  act,  by  which  upon  all  Popish  insurrectitta 
at  home,  or  Popish  invasion  ftiom  abroad,  the  goveni* 
ment  shall  be  empowered  to  grant  commissions  to  all 
Protestants  whatsoever,  without  that  persecuting  cir- 
cumstance of  obliging  tiiem  to  say  their  prayen  when 
diey  receive  the  sacrament :  but  they  abhor  all  thoagiits 
of  occasional  commissions;  they  will  not  do  our 
drudgery,  and  we  reap  the  benefit:  it  is  not  T(vt^ 
their  while  to  fight  pro  aria  ei  foetM;  and  they  b»i 
rather  lose  their  estates,  liberties,  religion,  and  livei 
than  tibe  pleasure  of  governing. 

But  to  bring  this  discourse  toward  a  conclusion:  >^ 
the  dissenters  will  be  satisfied  with  such  a  toleration  b; 
law  as  has  been  granted  them  in  England,  I  bdtfrr 
the  majority  of  both  houses  will  fall  readily  in  with  it 
further,  it  will  be  hard  to  persuade  this  house  of  com- 
mons^ and  perhaps  much  harder  the  next.  For,  to  »y 
the  truth,  we  make  a  mighty  difference  here  bet«f<^ 
suffering  thistles  to  grow  among  us,  and  wearing  tfaeo 
for  posies.  We  are  fully  convinced  in  our  conscin»c<* 
that  we  shall  alwavs  tolerete  them ;  but  not  quite  <•> 
fully  that  they  will  always  tolerate  us,  when  it  codia 
to  their  tarn;  and  we  are  the  majority,  and  weaieiD 
possession. 

He  who  argues  in  defence  of  a  law  in  force,  not  an- 
tiquated or  obsolete,  but  lately  enacted,  is  certainly  of 
the  safer  side,  and  may  be  iJlowed  to  point  out  the  dan- 
gers he  conceives  to  foresee  in  the  abrogation  of  it 

For,  if  the  consequences  of  repealing  this  clsuit 
should  at  some  time  or  other  enable  the  PresbyteriaiB 
to  work  themselves  up  into  the  national  churcb: 
instead  of  uniting  Protestants,  it  would  sow  eter^ 
divisions  among  them.     Ftrs/,  their  own  sects,  vhidi 
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now  lie  domantf  would  be  soon  at  cuffs  again  with 
each  other,  about  power  and  preferment';  and  the  dis- 
Motiog  qiiscopals,  perhaps  discontented  to  such  a 
de;ne  ai,  upon  some  fair  unhappy  occasion,  would  be 
ablf  toibake  the  ftnncist  loyalty,  which  none  can  deny 
tbein  to  be. 

Nf  ither  u  it  very  difficult  to  conjecture,  from  some 
latt  prDcefdings,  at  what  a  rate  this  faction  is  likely  to 
(Irirp,  whcrerer  it  gets  the  whip  and  the  seat.  They 
hiiTe  already  set  up  courts  of  spiritual  judicature  in 
opeo  contempt  of  the  laws :  they  send  missionaries 
evfTfirbfre,  without  being  invited,  in  order  to  convert 
the  cburcb-of-England  folks  to  Christianity.  They 
m  a»  vigilant  as  I  know  who,  to  attend  persons  on 
th«ir  death-beds,  and  for  purposes  much  alike.  And 
vhat  pnedces  such  principles  as  these  (with  many 
other  that  might  he  invidious  to  mention)  may  spawn 
vhen  they  ue  laid  out  to  the  sun,  you  may  det^mine 
It  Ifisore. 

butfy.  Whether  we  are  so  entirely  sure  of  their 
hrtltj  npon  the  present  foot  of  government,  as  you 
Bar  inosgim  their  detractors  make  a  question,  which 
hwtrn  does,  I  think,  by  no  means  afl'ect  the  body  of 
dismter»;  but  the  instance  produced  is,  of  some 
amou|f  their  leading  teachers  in  the  north,  who,  having 
Mixd  the  abjuration  oath,  yet  continue  their  preach- 
>B^  jnd  have  abundance  of  followers.  The  particulars 
1^-  iKit  of  ray  head ;  but  the  fact  is  notorious  enough, 
u'i  I  believe  has  been  published ;  I  think  it  a  pity  it 
U  not  been  remedied. 

Thus,  1  hove  Curly  given  you,  sir,  my  own  opinion, 
a»  well  u  that  of  a  great  majority  in  both  houses  here, 
Hiting  to  this  weighty  affair ;  upon  which  I  am  con- 
fiCrnt  you  may  securely  reckon.  I  will  leave  you  to 
aake  what  use  of  it  you  please.  I  am,  with  great 
r»«j»ct,  sir,  yours,  &c. 

A  NARRATIVE 

or  THE    SEVE1UL    ATTEMPTS    WHICH    THE    DIS- 
SENTERS OF  IREIJiND  RAVE  MADE.  FOR  A 
REPEAL  OF  IHE  SACRAMENTAL  TEST. 

B'MBLT  I58CS!BKO   TO   THE   CONFORM INO    KOBILITT 
4ND  OENTBY   OP    IRELAND,  1731.' 

Whe^  the  oath  of  supremacy  was  repealed,  which  had 
^  the  ehurch's  great  security  since  the  2ud  of 
qofn  Elizabeth,  against  both  Papists  and  Presbyterians, 
w'jo  fqtiall J  refused  it,  it  let  in  such  a  current  of  dis- 
^^m  into  some  of  our  corporations,  as  bore  down  all 
"ffcre  them. 

Although  the  Sacramental  Test  had  been  for  a  con- 
•  d*wWe  time  in  force  in  England,  yet  that  law  did 
^^  »«aeb  Ireland,  where  the  church  was  more  oppressed 
1^  dt»ienten,  and  where  her  most  sanguine  friends  were 
r*l  <♦»  compound,  to  preserve  what  legal  security  she 
'•*d  left,  rather  than  attempt  any  new,  or  even  to  recover 
*hit  the  had  lost ;  and  in  truth  they  had  no  reason  to 
^^  it,  at  a  time  when  the  diasenten  had  the  interest 
lZ^^  f  motion  made  and  debated  in  parliament,  that 
**T»  might  be  a  temporary  repeal  of  all  the  {lenal  laws 
■««n*  them;  and  when  they  were  so  flush<Ml  with  the 
<^''»^tiert  they  had  made  in  some  corporations,  as  to 
^^y^  All  overtures  of  a  tolemtion ;  and  to  that  end  had 
'"•ployed  Mr.  Boyse  to  write  against  it  with  the  ut- 
^^  ooDtem]^  calling  it  "  a  stone  instead  of  bread,  a 
•^tinrteadofaflsh.'* 

,1  ,^  ***•  church  was  in  this  situation,  the  clause  of 
■  •'  Ssmmental  Test  was  happily  sent  over  from  Rng- 
'^•1,  ticked  to  Ae  Popery  bill ;  which  alarmed  the 
^Ut  body  of  the  dissenters  to  that  degree,  that  tlieir 

- 1^1^  ^'**^'  *'^  '^  originally  printed  at  Dublin  in  a  pe- 
™  P*iw  fiJ'rd  "  The  Corraspondent ;"  and  was  annexed 
-u>«*iai4«|||faaofih«"Pr«rt»yiBriiuiii'  Plea  of  Merii." 


managers  began  to  ply  with  the  greatest  artifice  and 
industry  to  prevent  its  passing  into  a  law.  But  (to  the 
honour  of  that  parliament  be  it  spoken)  the  whole  body 
of  both  lords  and  commons  (some  few  excepted)  passed 
the  clause  with  great  readiness,  and  defended  it  after- 
ward with  as  great  resolution. 

The  immediate  consequence  of  this  law  was  the 
recovery  of  several  corporations  from  the  dissenters,  and 
the  preservation  of  ottiers,  to  which  that  enterprising 
people  had  made  very  bold  and  quick  approaches. 

It  was  hoped  that  this  signal  defeat  would  have 
discouraged  the  dissenters  from  any  further  attempts 
against  ti^e  law,  which  had  so  unanimously  passed  both 
houses;  but  the  contrary  soon  appeared:  for,  upon 
meeting  of  the  parliament  held  by  the  earl  of  Pem- 
broke,* they  quickly  reassumed  their  wonted  courage 
and  confidence,  and  made  no  doubt  but  they  riiould 
either  procure  an  absolute  repeal  Uiereof,  or  get  it  so  far 
relaxed  as  that  they  might  be  admitted  to  offices  of 
*  military  trust :  to  this  they  i4>prehended  themselves  en- 
couraged  by  a  paragraph  in  his  excellency's  speech  to 
both  houses,  (which  they  applied  to  themselves,;  which 
was,  ''  that  the  queen  would  be  glad  of  any  expedient 
for  strengthening  the  interest  of  her  Protestant  subjects 
of  Ireland/' 

The  advocates  for  the  dissenters  immediately  took 
hold  of  this  handle;  and,  in  order  to  prepare  the  way 
for  this  expedient,  insisting  boldly  upon  their  merit  and 
loyalty,  charged  the  church  witii  persecution,  and  ex- 
tolled their  signal  behaviour  in  the  late  Revolution  to 
that  degree,  as  if  by  their  singular  prowess  they  had 
saved  the  nation. 

But  all  this  was  only  to  prepare  the  way  for  the  grand 
engine,  which  was  forming  to  beat  down  this  law  ;  and 
that  was  their  expedient  addresses. 

The  first  of  this  kind  was,  from  a  provincial  synod 
of  the  northern  dissenters,  beginning  with  high  enco- 
miums upon  themselves,  and  as  high  demands  from  the 
public,  "  for  their  untainted  loyalty  in  all  turns  of 
government,  which,*'  they  said,  "  was  the  natural  con- 
sequence of  their  known  principles;"*  expressions, 
which,  had  they  been  applied  to  them  by  their  adver- 
saries, must  have  been  understood  as  spoken  ironically  ; 
and,  indeed,  to  have  been  the  greatest  sarcasm  imagi- 
nable upon  them  (especially  when  we  consider  the 
insolent  treatment  given  to  her  late  majesty  in  the  very 
same  address);  for,  immediately  after  they  pass  this 
compliment  upon  themselves,  they  tell  her  majesty, 
they  deeply  re^t  the  Sacramental  Test;  and  frankly 
declare,  mat  neither  the  gentlemen  nor  people  of  their 
persuasion  could  (they  must  mean  would)  serve  her, 
whatever  exigencies  might  arise,  unless  that  law 
was  repealed. 

The  managers  for  the  kirk,  following  this  precedent, 
endeavoured  to  obtain  addresses  to  the  same  purpose 
from  the  corporations;  and  though  they  proved  unsuc- 
cessful in  most,  they  procured  them  from  our  most 
considerable  conforming  corporations;  and  that  too 
at  a  critical  juncture,  when  numbers  of  Scotch  Pres- 
byterians, who  had  deserved  well  in  the  affair  of  the 
Union,  and  could  not  be  rewarded  in  England,  (where 
the  Test  Act  was  in  force,)  stood  ready  to  overrun  our 
preferments  as  soon  as  the  Test  should  be  repealed 
m  Ireland. 

But,  after  all,  when  it  came  to  a  decisive  trial  in  tlie 
house  of  commons,  the  dissenters  were  defeated. 

When  the  managers  found  the  house  of  commons 
could  not  be  brought  into  that  scheme  of  an  expedient, 
to  be  offered  by  them  ;  their  refinement  upon  tnis  was, 
to  move  for  an  address,  *'  That  the  house  would  accept 
of  an  expedient  from  her  majesty  ;'*  but  this  also  was 
rejected;  for,  by  this  project,  die  managers  would 
have  led  the  queen  into  this  dilemma,  either  to  dis- 
«  His  viceroyslty  commenced  April  7, 1707. 
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oblige  the  'whole  body  of  the  diaenten,  by  refusing 
to  name  the  expedient,  or  elw  to  give  up  the  conform- 
ists to  the  insults  and  encroachments  of  the  dissenters, 
by  the  repeal  of  that  law  which  was  declared  by  the 
house  of  lords  to  be  the  great  security  of  the  established 
church,  and  of  the  Ei^lish  interest  in  Ireland. 

The  next  attempt  they  made  against  the  Test  was 
during  the  government  of  lord  Wharton.*  The  dis- 
senters seemed  more  resolute  now  than  ever  to  have 
the  Test  repealed,  especially  when  his  excellency  had 
dedared  from  the  throne,  **  that  they  were  neither  to  be 
persecuted  nor  molested/*  For  they,  who  had  all  along 
called  the  Test  Act  a  persecution,  might  reasonably 
conclude  that  grievance  would  be  removed,  when  they 
were  told  by  the  chief  governor,  tliat  "  they  were  not 
even  to  be  molested.*'  But,  to  their  great  confusion, 
they  were  soon  undeceived,  when  they  found,  upon 
triu,  that  the  house  of  commons  would  not  bear  the 
least  motion  toward  it. 

Their  movements  to  repeal  the  Test  being  stopped 
this  way,  the  managers  were  obliged  to  take  several 
other  ways  to  come  at  it :  and  at  the  time  that  some 

{iretended  to  soothe,  others  seemed  to  threaten  even  the 
^:islatuie. 

There  happened  about  that  time,  when  the  project  of 
the  expedient  was  on  foot,  an  excellent  occasion  to  ex- 
press their  resentments  against  this  law,  and  that  was, 
when  great  numbers  of  them  refused  the  oath  of  alle- 
giance, and  to  oppose  the  pretender,  insisting  upon  a 
repeal  of  the  Test  Act  as  the  condition  of  their  arming 
in  defence  of  their  queen  and  country.  The  govern- 
ment was  not  reducol  to  such  straits,  as  to  submit  to 
that  condition :  and  the  Test  stood  firm,  in  spite  of  both 
the  dissenters  and  the  pretender,  until  the  latter  was 
driven  from  our  coasts ;  and  Uien  one  would  have 
thought  the  hopes  of  the  former  would  have  vanished 
with  him. 

But  it  proved  quite  contrary ;  for  those  sons  of  the 
earth,  rebounding  with  fresh  vigour  from  their  falls,  re- 
covered new  strength  and  spirit  from  every  defeat ;  and 
the  next  attempt  was  bolder  (conskleriiig  the  circum- 
stance they  were  in])  than  any  they  had  made  before. 

The  case  was  this :  the  house  of  lords  of  Ireland 
had  accused  them  to  the  queen  of  several  illegal  prac- 
tices, which  highly  concerned  the  safety  of  our  consti- 
tution both  in  church  and  state;  the  particulars  of 
which  charge  were  summed  up  in  a  representation  from 
the  lords  to  this  effect : — 

**  That  they  (the  dissenters)  had  opposed  and  perse- 
cuted the  conformists  in  those  parts  where  their  power 
prevailed,  had  invaded  their  congregation,  propagated 
their  schism  in  places  where  it  had  not  the  least  footing 
formerly  ;  that  they  were  protected  from  a  'legal  pro- 
secution by  a  fio/i  proaeqm  in  the  case  of  Drogheda ; 
that  they  refused  to  take  conforming  apprentices,  and 
confined  trade  among  themselves,  exclusive  of  the  con- 
formists; that,  in  their  illegal  assemblies^  they  had 
prosecuted  and  censured  their  people  for  being  married 
according  to  law ;  that  they  have  thrown  public  and 
scandalous  reflections  upon  the  Episcopal  order,  and 
upon  our  laws,  particularly  the  Sacramental  Test,  and 
had  misapplied  the  royal  bounty  of  1200/.  per  annum 
in  propagating  their  schism,  and  undermining  the 
church ;  and  had  exercised  an  illegal  jurisdiction  in 
their  prttbyteries  and  synods,"  &c. 

To  this  representation  of  the  lords,  the  dissenten  re- 
monstrate in  an  address  to  the  oueen,  or  rather  an  ap- 
peal to  their  own  people ;  in  wnich,  although  it  is  evi- 
dent they  were  conscious  of  those  crimes  whereof  they 
stood  accused,  as  appears  by  the  evasions  they  make  to 
this  high  charge ;  yet,  even  under  these  circumstances, 
(such  was  their  modesty,)  they  pressed  for  a  repeal  of 

*  Appointed  lord-lieutenaot  November  15,  1708. 


the  Test  Act,  bv  the  modest  appellation  of  a  grierance. 
and  odious  mark  of  infamy,  &c. 

One  particular  in  ano^er  addren  I  cannot  omit 
The  house  of  lords,  in  their  representation,  had  ac- 
cused one  dissenting  teacher  in  particular  (well  koovn 
to  Mr.  Boyse) ;  the  charge  was  in  these  words :  ^'  Nor 
has  the  legislature  itself  escaped  the  censure  of  t  bold 
author  of  theirs,  who  has  published  in  print  that  tbe 
Sacramental  Test  is  only  an  engine  to  advance  a  state 
faction,  and  to  debase  religion,  to  serve  base  and  un- 
worthy purposes.** 

To  this  Mr.  Boyse  answers,  in  an  address  to  the 
queen,  in  the  year  1712,  subscribed  only  by  himself 
and  five  more  dissenting  teachers,  in  the  fulidwiQ^ 
manner  :~- 

'*  As  to  this  part  of  their  lordships'  complaint. «« 
beg  leave  to  lay  before  your  majesty  &e  words  of  xhs. 
author,  which  are  these:  Nor  can  we  altogether  excnie 
those  who  turn  the  holy  Eucharist  into  an  etigine  (l> 
advance  a  state  faction,  and  endeavour  to  confine  the 
communion  table  of  our  Lord,  by  their  arbitrary  eo- 
closures,  to  a  party :  religion  is  thereby  debased  to 
serve  mean  and  unworthy  purposes.  We  humbly  con- 
ceive that  the  author,  in  that  passage,  makes  no  nwo- 
tion  of  the  legislature  at  all,  &c. ;  and  we  cannot  mU 
on  this  occasion,  to  regret  it,  as  the  great  uuhappimts 
of  a  kingdom,  that  dissenters  should  now  be  dittblfd 
from  concurring  in  the  defence  of  it,  in  any  Mm 
exigency  and  danger,  and  should  have  the  same  in- 
famy put  upon  th«n  with  the  Irish  Papisti.  ^^^ 
therefore  humble  hope  that  your  majesty  snail  couc* 
der  how  little  real  grounds  there  are  for  those  com- 
plaints made  by  their  lordships.** 

What  a  mixture  of  impudence  and  prevaricatioo  \i 
this!  That  one  dissentmg  teacher,  accused  to  bit 
prince  of  having  censured  die  legislature,  should  tre- 
sume,  backed  only  by  five  more  of  the  same  aoalitT 
and  profession,  to  transcribe  the  guilty  paragraph,  a»^ 
(to  secure  his  meaning  from  all  possibility  of  beim 
mistaken)  annex  another  to  it;  wherein  they  rail  '^ 
that  very  law  for  which  he  in  so  audacious  a  inani>er 
censured  the  queen  and  parliament,  and  at  the  9W0« 
time  should  expect  to  be  acquitted  by  her  majesty,  be- 
cause he  had  not  mentioned  tlie  word  legislatme.  ItiJ 
true,  the  word  legislature  is  not  expressed  in  that  p- 
ragraph ;  but  let  Mr.  Boyse  say  what  other  power  bat 
the  .legislature  could  in  thb  sense,  "  turn  the  bolf 
Eucharist  into  an  engine  to  advance  a  state  faction,  or 
confine  offices  of  trust,  or  the  communion  table  of  oo^ 
Lord,  by  their  arbitrary  enclosures,  to  a  party.**  It " 
plain  he  can  from  his  principles  intend  no  o^nen  iwt 
the  legislators  or  the  Sacramental  Test ;  though,  at  thf 
same  time,  I  freely  own  that  this  is  a  yile  descriptivn  c^ 
them ;  for  neither  have  they  by  this  law  made  the  Si- 
crameutal  Test  an  engine  to  advance,  but  rather  to  de- 
press, a  state  faction ;  nor  have  they  made  any  v^ 
trary  enclosures  of  the  communion  table  of  the  U^ 
since  as  many  as  please  may  receive  the  sacrain^i^' 
with  us  in  our  churches ;  and  those  who  will  not  ii»5 
freely,  as  before,  receive  it  in  their  separate  coDgreK^* 
tions  :  nor,  in  the  last  place,  is  religion  hereby  deba«iv 
to  serve  mean  and  unworthy  purposes ;  nor  it  >t  ^) 
more  than  all  lawgivers  do,  by  enjoining  an  oath  «> 
allegiance,  and  making  that  a  religious  test;  ("S ^ 
oath  is  an  act  of  religious  worship^  as  well  as  the  &>* 
charist. 

Upon  the  whole,  is  not  this  an  instance  of  prodigw'"* 
boldness  in  Jo.  Boyse,  backed  with  only  five  ditfeotiDf 
teachers,  thus  to  recriminate  upon  the  Irish  boa»(  <* 
lords,  (as  they  were  pleased  to  call  them  in  the  title  <>i 
their  printed  address,)  and  almost  to  insist  with  ner 
majes^  upon  the  repeal  of  the  law,  which  ^^^^ 
stamped  with  her  royal  authority  but  a  few  years  beWJ*- 

The  next  attempt  of  the  dissenters  against  this  u« 
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was  naile  diviiw  the  ^veromeiit   of  the  duke  of 

Sbrevibar7,  by  the  whole  commcted  body  of  their 

tMcbeniiHlelden»  with  a  formidable  engine,  called  a 

n^mntaAaa  of  grievances ;  in  which,  after  they  had 

reviled  the  Test  Act  with  the  tame  odiooa  appellations, 

tad  insisted  upon  the  ■ame  insolent  arguments  for  the 

nppeal  tiwrcof,  which  they  had  formerly  urged  to  the 

queen,  tbey  expressed  themselves  to  his  grace  in  these 

words :  **  We  heg  leave  to  say,  that  diose  pemns  must 

be  inexcusable,  and  chargeable  with  all  the  bad  conse- 

oaeiices  that  may  follow,  who,  in  such  a  kingdom  as 

this,  and  at  such  a  time  as  this,  disable,  disgrace,  and 

diride  Protestants ;  a  thing  that  ought  not  to  be  done 

At  anj  time,  or  in  any  place,  much  less  then  in  this,**  &c. 

Is  it  possible  to  conceive  anything  more  provoking 

thu)  this  humble  supplication  of  tiioe  remonstrators? 

Diiei  not  this  sound  like  a  demand  of  the  repeal  of  the 

Tnt  at  the  peril  of  those  who  dare  refuse  it  t    Is  it 

net  sn  application  with  a  hat  in  one  hand,  and  a  sword 

in  ^  omer,  and  that  too  in  the  style  of  a  king  of . 

llsfer  to  a  king  of  Connaught — "  Repeal  the  Test,  or  if 

jou  don't" — 

But  to  proceed  in  this  narrative :  notwithstanding 
the  defeat  of  the  dissenters  in  England,  in  their  late 
sitfBopt  against  the  Test,  their  brethren  in  Ireland  are 
w  fat  from  being  discouraged,  that  they  seem  now  to 
cuMeire  greater  hopes  of  Iwving  it  repealed  here  than 
Ka.  In  order  to  prepare  necessaries,  and  furnish  topics 
ior  this  attempt,  there  was  a  paper  printed  upon  the 
opeoing  of  last  sessicm,  and  now  republished,  entitled, 
"  The  Nature  and  Consequences  of  the  Sacramental 
Tot  considered,  with  reasons  humbly  offered  for  the 
ti\ta\  thereof/* 

It  is  not  my  intention  to  follow  this  author  through 
iil  the  mases  and  windings  of  his  reasoning  upon  this 
rabject,  which,  in  truth,  seem  such  incoherent  shreds, 
that  it  is  impossible  to  tie  them  together ;  and  there- 
fine  what  1  propose  is  to  answer  such  objections  to  the 
Tert,  as  are  advanced  either  by  this  author  or  any  other', 
which  have  any  appearance  of  reason  or  plausibility. 

I  know  it  is  not  prudent  to  despise  an  adversarr, 
iKir  ftir  to  prepossess  readers,  before  I  show  this  bold 
•od  insolent  writer  in  his  proper  figure  and  dress ;  and 
t^Msefive,  however  I  may  take  him  to  be  a  feeUe  advo- 
cate fuc  the  repeal  of  the  Test  in  point  of  reasoning, 
T«t  I  freely  allow  him  to  be  a  most  resolute  champion 
ia  poiat  of  courage,  who  has,  with  such  intrepidity, 
sttscked  not  only  the  first  enactors  of  this  law,  but  sdl 
nch  who  shall  cootiuue  it,  by  giving  their  negatives  to 
the  repeal. 

^•ge  19,  he  says,  **  the  truth  is  the  imposition  of  ^ 
Tcii,  and  continuing  it  in  such  a  state  of  the  kingdom, 
Appears  (at  first  eight)  so  great  an  absurdity  in  politics 
u  can  never  be  accounted  for.** 

A  ho  are  these  absurd  politicians  f  are  they  not  the 
oajt^rity  of  both  houses  of  parliament  f 

Bat  to  strengthen  his  reflections,  page  26,  he  gives 
the  whole  legislature  to  understand,  "  that  continuing 
t^  Test  does  not  become  tihe  wisdom  and  justice  of  tfa« 
Wilature,  under  the  pretence  of  its  being  for  the 
sdraiitage  of  the  state,  when  it  is  really  prejudicial  to 
It : '  and  farther  tells  us,  "  it  infringes  on  the  indispu- 
telle  right  of  the  diMnters." 

l^sge  57,  he  says,  **  The  gentlemen  of  the  house*  of 
^OBBWua,  who  framed  the  bill  to  prevent  the  further 
P^th  of  Popery,  instead  of  approving  the  Test  clause 
vhich  wss  inserted,  publiclv  declared  their  dislike  to 
^  and  their  resolution  to  take  the  first  opportunity  of 
'cpoliiig  it,  though  at  that  time  they  unwillingly 
P^  it,  rather  then  lose  a  bill  they  were  so  fond 
<^  This  resolution  has  not  been  as  yet  fulfilled,  for 
*htt  reasons  our  worthy  patriots  themselves  know 

I  ibould  be  g^  this  author  would  inform  us  who 


and  how  many  of  those  members  joined  in  this  resolu- 
tion to  repeal  the  Test;  or  where  that  resolution  is 
to  be  found,  which  he  mentions  twice  in  that  same 
paragraph;  surely  not  in  the  books  of  the  house  of 
commons ! 

If  not,  suppose  some  few  gentlemen  of  the  house  of 
commons  (and  to  be  sure  very  ftw  they  were)  who 
publicly  'declared  their  dislike  to  it,  or  entered  into 
any  resolution  ;  this,  I  think,  he  should  have  explained 
and  not  insinuated  so  gross  a  reflection  on  a  majority 
of  the^ouse  of  commons,  who  first  passed  this  law,  and 
have  ever  since  opposed  all  attempts  to  lepcftl  it ;  these 
are  the  gentlemen  whom,  in  sarcasm  and  irony,  he  i« 
pleased  to  call  the  worthy,  that  is,  the  unworthy 
patriots  themselves. 

But  to  mentimi  no  more,  he  concludes  his  notable 
piece  with  these  remarkak>le  words,  page  62,  63  :— 

"  Thus  it  appears  with  regard  to  the  Protestant  suc- 
cession, whicn  has  now  happily  taken  places  how 
reasonable  it  is  to  repeal  the  Ssusrameiital  Test;  and 
that  granting  that  favour  to  the  Dissenters  (which  by 
the  by  cannot  be  granted  but  by  parliament]  can  he 
disagreeable  to  none  who  have  a  just  sense  of  the  many 
blessings  we  enjoy  by  the  Protestant  succession  in  hie 
m^esty's  royal  family." 

I  conceive  it  will  be  readily  allowed,  Umt  in  all 
applications  from  any  body  of  men,  or  particular  sub- 
jects to  the  legislature,  the  highest  encomiums  are  to  be 
looked  upon  as  purely  complimental ;  but  that  the 
least  insinuation  of  disrespect  ought  to  be  considered 
in  the  strictest  sense  the  expressions  can  bear.  Now, 
if  we  apply  this  observation  to  what  this  bold  adven- 
turer has  said  with  respect  to  the  legislators  of  the 
Sacramental  Test,  does  he  not  direcUy  and  plainly 
charge  them  with  injustice,  imprudence,  gross  absur- 
dity, and  Jacobitism  t  Let  the  most  prejudiced  reader 
that  is  not  predetermined  against  conviction,  say, 
whether  this  libeller  of  the  parliament  baa  not  drawn 
up  a  high  charge  against  the  makers  and  continuers  of 
this  law. 

Notwithstanding  my  resentment,  which  to  be  sure 
he  does  not  value,  1  would  be  sorry  he  should  bring 
upon  himself  the  resentment  of  those  he  has  been  so 
free  with.  Is  not  this  author  justly  to  be  reputed  a 
defamer  till  he  produces  instances  wherein  the  con- 
forming nobility  and  gentry  of  Ireland  have  shown 
their  disaffection  to  the  succession  of  the  illustrious 
house  of  Hanover  ? 

Did  they  ever  refuse  the  oath  of  abjuration,  or 
support  any  conforming  nonjuring  teachers  in  Uieir 
congregations?  Did  ever  any  conibrming  gentlemen 
or  common  people  refuse  to  be  arrayed  when  the 
militia  waa  raised  upon  the  invasion  of  the  pretender  f 
Did  any  of  them  ever  show  the  least  reluctance,  or 
make  any  exception  against  their  ofiken^  whether 
they  were  dissenters  or  churchmen  f 

It  may  be  said  that,  fh>m  these  insinuationa,  I  would 
have  it  understood  that  the  dissenters  encouraged  some 
of  their  teachers  who  refused  the  oath  of  abjuration ; 
and  that,  even  in  the  article  of  danger,  when  the 

fretender  made  an  attempt  in  Scotland,  our  northern 
resbyterians  showed  great  leluotance  in  taking  arms 
upon  the  array  of  the  militia. 

I  freely  own  it  is  my  intention,  and  I  must  alBrm 
both  facts  to  be  true ;  however  they  have  the  assurance 
to  deny  it. 

What  can  be  more  notorious  than  the  protection, 
countenance,  and  support  which  was  continued  to 
Riddall,  M'Bride,  and  M*Crackan,  who  ahaolutely 
refused  the  oath  of  abjuratian,  and  yet  were  continued 
to  teach  in  their  congregations  after  they  returned  from 
Scotland,  when  a  prosecution  waa  directed,  and  a 
coimcil  in  criminal  causes  was  sent  down  to  the  county 
of  Antrim  to   prosecute   tfaemt     With  respect  to 
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tbe  parliament ;  Did  erer  any  house  of  commoni  gfaoir 
greater  alacrity  in  raising  money,  and  equipping  ships 
in  defence  of  tbe  king  than  the  last  house  did  upon 
the  expected  invasion  of  the  pretender  ?  And  did  ever 
any  parliament  give  money  with  greater  unanimity 
for  the  support  of  the  crown  than  the  present  has  done, 
whatever  the  wants  of  their  private  families  might  be  ? 
And  must  a  very  great  majority  of  those  persons  be 
branded  with  the  infamous  aspenion  of  disaffection  to 
the  illustrious  house  of  Hanover,  sliould  they  refuse  to 
give  their  voices  for  the  repeal  of  the  Testf 

I  am  fully  persuaded  that  this  author  and  his  fellow- 
labourers  do  not  believe  one  word  of  this  heavy  charge ; 
but  their  present  circumstances  are  such  that  diey  must 
run  all  hazards. 

A  great  number  of  the  noncomforming  gentlemen 
daily  leave  them.  Many  men,  whose  fathen  were 
elders,  or  rigid  nonconformists,  are  now  constant  com- 
municants and  justices  of  peace  in  their  several  coun- 
ties ;  insomuch  that  it  is  highly  probable,  should  the 
Test  continue  twenty  years  longer,  that  there  would 
not  be  a  gentleman  kft  to  solicit  a  repeal. 

I  shall  hereafter  take  occasion  to  show  how  inconsi- 
derable they  are,  for  their  numbers  and  fortunes,  who 
can  be  served  or  obliged  by  this  repeal,  which  number 
is  daily  lessening.  The  dissenting  teachers  are  suffi- 
ciently aware,  that  the  general  conformity  of  the  gen- 
tlemen will  be  followed  by  the  conformity  of  numben 
of  the  people ;  and  should  it  not  be  so,  that  they  will 
be  but  poorly  supported  by  them ;  that  by  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  Test  their  crafV  will  be  in  danger  to  be 
set  at  nought,  and  in  all  probability  will  end  in  a 
genera]  conformity  of  the  Presbyterians  to  the  esta,- 
blidied  church.  So  that  theyhave  the  strongest  reasons 
in  the  world  to  press  for  a  repeal  of  the  Test ;  but  those 
veasons  must  have  equal  force  fur  the  continuance  of 
it,  with  all  that  wi^  the  peace  of  the  church  and  state 
and  would  not  have  us  torn  in  pieces  with  endless  and 
causeless  divisions. 

There  is  one  short  passage  more  I  had  like  to  have 
omitted,  which  our  author  leaves  as  a  sting  in  the  tail 
of  his  libd ;  his  words  are  these,  p.  59. — ^  The  troth 
is,  no  one  party  of  a  religious  denomination,  in  Britain 
or  Irelam^  were  so  united  as  they,  (tlie  dissenters,) 
indeed  no  one  but  they,  in  an  inviolable  attachment 
to  the  Protestant  succession."  To  detect  the  folly  of 
this  assertion,  I  subjoin  the  following  letter  from  a 
person  of  known  integrity,  and  as  inviolably  attached  to 
the  I^otestant  succession  as  any  dissenter  in  the  king- 
dom, I  meafi  Mr.  Waneng,  of  Warrengstown,  then  a 
member  of  parliament,  and  commissioner  of  array  in 
the  county  cf  Down  upon  the  expected  invasion  of  the 
pretender.  Hiis  letter  was  writ  in  a  short  time  after 
the  amy  of  the  militia ;  for  the  truth  of  which  I  refer 
to  Mr.  Waireiig  himself: — 

**  Sir,  that  I  may  ful61  your  desire,  by  giving  you 
an  account  how  the  dissenters  in  my  neighbourhood 
behaved  themselves  when  we  were  threatened  with  an 
invasion  oi  the  pretender,  be  pleased  to  know  that  upon 
an  alarm  given  of  bis  being  landed  near  Derry,  none 
were  more  aealous  in  setting  watch  and  keeping  guard 
than  they,  to  prevent  such  disorders  as  might  happen 
at  that  time  by  ill-designing  persons  passing  through 
and  disturbing  the  peace  of  the  country. 

"  But  when  the  government  thought  6t  to  have  the 
kingdom  arrayed,  and  sent  commissioners  into  tliese 
parts,  some  time  after,  it  appeared  that  tlie  dissenters 
bad  l^  that  time  been  otherwise  instructed ;  for  several 
who  were  so  forward  before,  behaved  themselves  after  in 
a  very  different  manner,  some  reftisiiig,  and  others  with 
rsluctancy  appearing  upon  the  array,  to  be  enlisted 
and  serve  in  the  militia. 

**  This  behaviour  surprised  me  so  much,  that  I  took 
oocasioii  to  discourse  several  of  them,  over  whom  I  I 


diought  I  had  as  much  influence  as  any  other' pmoo, 
and  sound  them  upon  the  common  argument  of  baTiof 
their  hands  tied  by  a  late  act  of  parliament,  &c. 
Whereupon  I  took  some  pauis  to  show  the  act  to  thf  m. 
and  wher^n  they  were  mistaken.  I  further  pmird 
their  concurrence  with  us  in  procuring  the  common 
peace  and  security  of  .our  country ;  and  though  tbey 
seemed  convinced  by  what  I  said,  yet  I  was  giren  to 
understand  their  behaviour  was  according  to  the 
sentiments  of  some  persons  whom  they  Aou^t  tlieiD* 
selves  obliged  to  observe,  or  to  be  directed  by,"  &c. 
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Wb  have  been  told,  in  the  common  newspapm,  (iut 
all  attempts  are  to  be  made  this  session  by  the  Pre«bT- 
terians  and  their  abettors  for  taking  off  the  Test ;  lo  a 
kind  of  preparatory  step  to  make  it  go  down  smooths 
in  Englano.  For  if  once  their  light  would  ao  shiAf. 
the  Papists,  delighted  with  the  blase,  would  all  totof 
in  and  dance  about  it.  This  I  take  to  be  a  pradrat 
method :  like  that  of  a  discreet  physician,  who  tint 
gives  a  new  medicine  to  a  dog  before  he  prcscnbe»  it 
to  a  human  creature. 

The  Presbyterians  have,  ever  since  the  Revolution, 
directed  their  learned  casuists  to  employ  their  pens  on 
this  subject,  by  showing  their  merits  and  fKHewma 
upon  which  they  claim  this  justice,  as  founded  upoo 
the  services  they  did  toward  the  restoration  of  kinc 
Charles  II.,  and  at  the  Revolution  under  the  pnncf  af 
Orange.  Which  pleas  I  take  to  be  the  most  singobr 
in  their  kind  that  ever  were  offered  in  the  face  of  tbr 
sun,  against  the  most  glaring  lights  of  truth,  u^ 
i^inst  a  continuation  of  public  facts  known  to  all 
Europe  for  twenty  years  together.  I  shall,  therefon*. 
impartially  examine  the  merits  and  conduct  of  tbr 
Presbyterians  upon  those  two  great  events;  bihI  ^ 
pretensions  to  favour  which  they  challenge  upon  thfni. 

Soon  after  the  reformation  in  the  church  in  Kir 
land,  under  Edward  VI.,  upon  queen  Mary's  sneer- 
ing to  the  crown,  (who  restored  Popery,)  many  1^ 
testants  fled  out  of  England  to  escape  the  pen«cati«i 
raised  against  the  church,  as  her  brother  had  leA  it 
established.  Some  of  tiiese  exiles  went  to  Genera; 
which  city  had  received  the  doctrine  of  Calvin. 
and  rejected  the  government  of  bishops,  with  mwy 
other  refinements.  These  English  exiles  readily  f«* 
braced  the  Geneva  system ;  and  having  added  farther 
improvements  of  their  ovm,  upon  queen  Mary 'a  Af'^ 
returned  to  England,  where  they  preached  up  their 
own  opini(His,  inveighing  bitterly  against  episcopart, 
and  aU  rites  and  ceremonies,  however  innocent  and 
ancient  in  the  church  ;  building  upon  this  foundstiiiD. 
to  run  as  far  as  possible  from  Popery,  even  in  the  roa^ 
minute  and  indiffermt  circumstattces.  This  fscticn- 
under  the  name  of  Puritan,  became  very  turbulent 
during  tbe  whole  reign  of  queen  Eliatbeth,  and  vff^ 
always  discouraged,  by  that  wise  queen,  as  well  u  ^J 
her  two  successors.  However,  their  nunibers,  u  vnl 
as  their  insolence  and  perverseness,  so  far  inaearu 
that,  soon  after  the  death  of  king  James  I.,  many  in* 
stances  of  their  petulancy  and  scurrility  are  to  be  fw*) 
in  their  pamphlets,  written  for  some  yeaiv  after,  (wbici> 
was  a  trade  they  began  in  the  days  of  queen  Eliia* 
beth,)  particularly  with  great  rancour  against  tb« 
bishops,  the  habits,  and  the  ceremonies:  such  vfl« 
those  scurrilous  libels  under  the  title  of  Martin  Mar- 
prelate,  and  several  others.  And  although  the  earl  o' 
Chwendon  tells  us,  until  the  year  1640  (as  I  renMm* 
ber)  the  kingdom  was  in  a  stale  of  perfect  peace  ■»» 
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happinM,  without  tbe  letit  anpeanoice  of  though  or 

dot^  tovaid  maktng  any  aiteratiom  in  religion  or 

I^TenMMot,  yet  I  have  found,  by  often  rummaging 

(at  old  bmb  in  Little  Britain  and  Duck  Lane,  a  great 

nunber  of  pamphleti,  printed  from  the  year  1630  to 

liMA.  fall  of  aa  bold  and  impioua  railing  exprasaioDi 

amuA  the  lawful  power  of  the  crown  and  the  ordct  of 

^liihon,  ai  erer  were  uttetcd  during  the  Rebellion,  or 

die  wbole  nibeequent  tyranny  of  tliat  fanatic  anarchy. 

Uow«Ter,  I  find  it  manifest  tfiat  puritaniam  did  not 

erect  itielf  into  a  new  separate  epeciea  of  relision,  till 

tow  time  afWr  tbe  rebellion  began ;  Ibr,  in  me  latter 

tioM  of  king  James  I^  and  the  farmer  port  of  his  son, 

tbm  were  serenl  Puritan  bishops  and  many  Puritan 

pnrate  clergymen  $  while  people  went,  as  their  incli- 

miiam  led  them,  to  hear  preachers  of  each  party  in  the 

pvishcburcbcs;  for  the  Puritan  clergy  had  received 

^iscopsl  orders  as  wdl  as  the  rest    But  soon  after  tbe 

i^UUioo  bioke  out,  the  tenn  Puritan  gradually  dropped, 

and  tbat  of  Pmsbyterian  succeeded;  which  sect  was, 

ill  tvo  or  tfaice  years,  established  in  all  its  forms  by 

wbst  they  called  an  ordinance  of  the  lords  and  com* 

oMii,  vithout  consulting  the  king,  who  was  then  at 

vtf  agaioit  his  rebels.     And  from  this   period  the 

fiinnh  continued  under  persecution,  until  monarchy 

«v  leitored  in  the  year  1660. 

Id  a  year  or  two  after  we  began  to  hear  of  a  new 
puty  risen,  and  growing  in  the  parliament  as  well  as 
tbe  army,  under  the  name  of  Independent :  it  spread 
>tti«d  aoraewhat  more  in  the  latter,  but  not  equal  with 
ti«  Presbyterians  either  in  weight  or  number,  until  the 
^eiy  time  tbe  king  was  murdered. 

When  the  king,  who  was  then  a  prisoner  in  the  Isle 
ftf  Wight,  bad  made  his  last  concessions  for  a  peace  to 
tk  commiaiooers  of  the  parliament  who  attended  him 
tbere,  upon  their  return  to  London,  they  imported  his 
ottjesty  I  answer  to  the  house  *,  whereupon  a  number 
fi<  niodenite  members  who,  as  Ludlow  says,  had  se- 
cured their  own  terms  with  that  prince,  managed  with 
^  much  art  as  to  obtain  a  majority,  in  a  thin  house, 
W  paMiiig  a  rote  that  the  king  s  concessions  were  a 
rtwxod  for  future  settlement.  But  the  great  officers  of 
tte  anny,  joining  with  the  discontented  members,  came 
<o  a  molution  of  excluding  all  those  who  had  con* 
•oited  to  that  vote,  which  they  executed  in  a  military 
*>7*  ^'^^oo  told  Fairfiuc  the  general,  a  rigid  Presby- 
^*f^  of  this  resolution;  who  thereupon  issued  lus 
if^lfi  fa  drawing  oat  the  army  the  next  momiog,  and 
pbctiig  guards  in  Westminster-hall,  the  court  of  xe. 
<)v^  aad  the  lobby  ;  who,  in  obedience  to  the  gena- 
^  in  coDJonetion  wit-h  those  members  who  opposed 
^  rote,  would  let  no  member  enter  the  house  except 
^  of  their  own  party.  Upon  which,  the  question 
w  bringing  the  king  to  justice  was  immediately  put, 
*ul  carried  widiout  opposition  that  I  can  and.  Then 
^  order  was  made  for  his  trial ;  the  time  and  place 
ojVf'inted;  the  judges  named,  of  whom  Fairfax  him- 
^  «»  one ;  although,  by  the  advice  or  threats  of  his 
^  ^  declined  sitting  among  them.  However,  by 
"^  orders  under  his  own  hand,  which  I  have  seen  in 
|>iAt,he  appointed  guards  to  attend  the  judges  at  the 
<^.  and  to  keep  the  city  in  quiet;  as  he  did  likewise 
^  pnent  any  opposition  from  the  people  upon  the  day 
«*fXKatiou. 

From  what  I  have  already  adduced,  it  appears  mani- 
[|*>  that  the  diflRerenees  between  those  two  sects,  Pres- 
byierisa  and  Independent,  did  not  then  amount  to 
!j^  10 much  as  what  there  is  between  aWhigand 
'  <«7  y  present  among  us.  The  design  of  utterly  ex- 
^^'^09  uonsrcfay  and  eniscopacy  was  equally  the 
*^  in  both;  evKlcntly  the  consequence  of  the  very 
June  {rinciples  upon  which  the  Presbyterians  alone 
^««i,  oontiiiued,  and  would  have  ended  in  the  same 
noiti,  if  toward  the  cooduiioD  they  had  not  been 


bearded  by  that  new  party  with  whom  they  could  not 
agree  about  dividing  the  spoil.  However,  they  held  a 
good  share  of  civil  and  military  employments  during 
the  whtde  time  of  the  usurpation ;  and  their  names, 
actions,  and  preferments  are  fluent  in  the  accounts 
of  those  times.  For  I  make  no  doubt  that  all  the  pru- 
dent Pkesbyterians  complied  in  proper  seasGos,  falling 
in  with  the  stream,  and  thereby  got  that  share  in  em- 
ployments which  many  of  them  held  to  the  Restom- 
tioa ;  and  perhaps  too  many  of  them  after.  Lb  the 
same  manner  we  find  our  wisest  Tories  in  both  king- 
doms upon  the  change  of  hands  and  measures  at  the 
2ueen's  death,  have  endeavoured  for  several  years,  by 
ue  compliances,  to  recover  tbe  time  they  had  lost  by 
a  temporary  obstinacy ;  wherein  they  have  well  suc- 
ceeded, according  to  their  degrees  of  merit ;  of  whose 
names  I  could  hae  make  honourable  mention,  if  I  did 
not  fear  it  might  offend  their  modesty.  •  As  to  what  is 
alleged,  that  sqpie  of  the  Presbyterians  declared  openly 
against  the  king's  murder,  I  allow  it  to  be  true.  But 
from  what  motives  f  No  other  can  possibly  be  assigned 
than  perfect  spite,  rage,  and  envy,  to  find  themselves 
wormed  out  of  all  power  by  a  new  infant  spawn  of  In- 
dependents, sprung  from  their  own  bowels.  It  is  true 
the  differences  in  religious  tenets  between  them  are 
very  few  and  trifling ;  the  chief  quarrel,  as  far  as  I 
remember,  relating  to  congregational  and  national 
assemblies.  But  whatever  interest  or  power  thinks  fit 
to  interfere,  it  little  imports  what  principles  the  oppo- 
site parties  think  fit  to  charge  upon  each  other ;  for  we 
see  at  this  day  that  the  Tories  are  more  hated  by  the 
whole  set  of  aealous  Whigs  than  the  very  Papists  them- 
selves; and  in  effect  as  much  unqualified  lor  the 
smallest  office ;  although  both  these  parties  assert  them- 
selves to  be  of  the  same  religion  in  all  its  branches  of 
doctrine  and  discipline ;  and  profess  the  same  loyalty 
to  Uie  same  Proteaiant  king  and  his  heirs. 

If  the  reader  would  know  what  became  of  this  Inde- 
pendent party,  upon  whom  all  the  mischief  is  charged 
by  their  Presbyterian  brethren,  he  may  please  to  obsCTve 
that,  during  the  whole  usurpation,  they  contended  by 
degrees  with  their  parent  sect,  and  as  I  have  already 
said,  shared  in  employments,  and  gradually,  after  the 
Restoration,  mingled  with  the  mass  of  Presbyterians, 
lying  ever  since  undistinguished  in  the  herd  of  dia- 
sentenk 

The  Presbyterian  merit  is  of  as  little  weight,  when 
they  all^^e  themselves  instrumental  toward  die  king's 
restoration.  The  kingdom  grew  tired  with  thoae  ridi- 
culous models  of  government:  first,  by  a  house  of 
lords  and  commons  without  a  king;  then  without 
bishops;  afterward  by  a  rump*  and  lords  temporal; 
then  by  a  rump  alcme ;  next  by  a  single  person  for  life, 
in  conjunction  with  a  council ;  by  agitators ;  by  major- 
generals ;  by  a  new  kind  of  representatives  from  the 
three  kingdoms ;  by  the  keepers  of  tbe  liberties  of  Eng- 
land ;  with  other  schemes  that  have  slipped  out  of  my 
memory.  Cromwell  was  dead;  his  son  Richard,  a 
weak,  ignorant  wretch,  who  gave  up  his  monarchy 
much  in  the  same  manner  with  the  two  usurping  kings 
of  Brentford  [in  the  RehearsalJ  ;  the  people  harassed 
with  taxes  and  other  oppressions.  The  king's  party, 
then  called  the   Cavaliers,   began  to    recover    their 

Spirits.  The  few  nobility  scattered  through  the  king- 
om,  who  lived  in  a  most  retired  manner,  observing 
tbe  confusion  of  things,  could  no  longer  endure  to  be 
ridden  by  bakers,  cobblers,  brewers,  and  the  like,  at 
the  head  of  armies,  and  laundering  everywhere  like 
French  dragoons.  The  rump  assembly  grew  despicable 
to  those  who  had  raised  tnem ;  the  city  of  London^ 
exhausted  by  almost  twenty  yean  contributing  to  their 
own  ruin,  declared  against  them.     The  rump;  after 

•  Th\B  name  wu  fifiTen  to  that  part  of  the  houae  of  oommona 
whioh  rsnaiaed  after  the  saoderats  mea  had  been  espaUsd. 
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many  deatbf  and  xesunrectioni,  waa  in  the  moft  con- 
temptuous manner  kicked  out,  and  burned  in  effigy : 
the  excluded  members  were  let  in ;  a  ftee  parliament 
called,  in  as  legal  a  manner  as  the  times  would  allow ; 
and  tbe  king  restored. 

The  second  claim  of  Presbyterian  merit  is  founded 
upon  their  services  against  the  dangerous  designs  of 
king  James  II.,  while  that  prince  was  using  all  hb 
endeavours  to  introduce  Popery,  which  he  openly  pro- 
fessed upon  his  coming  to  the  crown :  to  this  they  add 
their  eminent  services  at  the  Revolution  under  the 
prince  of  Orange. 

Now  the  quantum  of  Presbyterian  merit  during  the 
four  years'  reign  of  that  weak,  bigoted,  and  ill-advised 
prince,  as  well  as  at  the  time  of  the  Revolution,  will 
easily  be  computed  by  a  recourse  to  a  great  number  of 
histories,  pamphlets,  and  public  papers  printed  in  tiiose 
times,  and  some  aiterwaird;  beside  tm  verbal  testi- 
monies of  many  .persons  yet  alive,  wlui^re  old  enough 
to  have  known  and  observed  the  dissenters*  conduct  in 
that  critical  period. 

It  is  agreed  that  upon  king  Charles  II.'s  death,  soon 
after  his  successor  had  publicly  owned  himself  a  Roman 
Catholic,  he  began  with  his  first  caresses  to  the  church 
party ;  from  whom,  having  received  very  cold  discou- 
raging answers,  he  applied  to  the  Presbyterian  leaders 
and  teachers ;  being  advised  by  his  priests  and  Popish 
courtiers,  that  the  safest  method  toward  introducing  his 
own  religion  would  be,  by  taking  off  the  Sacramental 
Test,  and  giving  a  full  liberty  of  conscience  to  all 
religions,  I  suppose,  that  professed  Christianity.  It 
seems  that  the  Presbyterians,  in  the  latter  years  of 
king  Charles  II.,  upon  account  of  certain  plots,  (al- 
lowed by  bishop  Burnet  to  be  genuine,)  had  been  for 
a  short  time  forbidden  to  hold  their  conventicles: 
whereupon  these  charitable  Christians,  out  of  perfect 
resentment  against  the  church,  received  the  gracious 
offers  of  king  James,  with  the  strongest  professions  of 
loyalty  and  highest  acknowledgments  for  his  favour.  I 
have  seen  sevenl  of  their  addresses,  full  of  thanks  and 
praises,  with  bitter  insinuations  of  what  they  had  suf- 
fered; putting  themselves  and  the  Papists  upon  the 
same  foot,  as  fellow-sufferers  for  conscience ;  and  with 
tiie  style  of  our  brethren  the  Roman  Catholics.  About 
this  time  began  the  project  of  closeting,  which  has 
since  been  {R'actised  many  times  with  more  art  and 
success,  where  the  principal  gentlemen  of  the  kingdom 
were  privately  catechised  by  his  majesty,  to  Know 
whether,  if  a  new  parliament  were  called,  they  would 
agree  to  pass  an  act  for  repealing  theSacnmental  Test, 
and  establishing  a  general  liberty  of  conscience.  But 
he  received  so  little  encouragement  that,  despairing  of 
success,  he  had  recourse  to  his  dispensing  power,  which 
the  judges  had  determined  to  be  part  of  his  prerogative. 
By  colour  of  this  determination,  he  preferred  several 
Presbyterians  and  many  Papists  to  civil  and  military 
emplojrments.  While  the  king  was  thus  busied,  it  is 
well  kuown  that  Monsieur  Fagel,  the  Dutch  envoy  in 
London,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  prince  and  prin- 
cess of  Orange  concerning  the  repeal  of  the  Test ; 
whereof  the  king  had  sent  an  account  to  their  high- 
nesses, to  know  how  far  they  approved  of  it.  The  sub- 
stance of  their  answer,  as  reported  by  Fagel,  was  this — 
^  That  their  highnesses  thought  very  well  of  a  liberty 
of  conscience ;  but  by  no  means  of  giving  employments 
to  any  other  persons  than  those  who  were  of  the 
national  church.*'  This  opinion  was  confirmed  by 
several  reasons :  I  cannot  be  more  particular,  not  hav- 
ing the  paper  by  me,  although  it  has  been  printed  in 
many  accounts  of  those  times.  And  thus  much  every 
moderate  churchman  would  perhaps  submit  to :  but  to 
trust  any  part  of  the  civil  power  in  the  hands  of  those 
whose  interest,  inclination,  conscience,  and  former 
^tices  have  been  wholly  turned  to  introduce  a  dif- 


ferent system  of  religion  and  government,  has  very  fnr 
examples  in  any  Christian  state ;  nor  any  at  all  in 
Holland,  the  great  patroness  of  universal  toleration. 

Upon  the  first  intelligence  king  James  received  of  an 
intended  invasion  by  the  prince  of  Orange,  amoo^ 
great  numbers  of  Papists,  to  increase  his  troops,  he  give 
commissions  to  several  Presbyterians ;  some  of  whom 
had  been  officers  under  the  rump ;  and  particularly  be 
placed  one  Richards,  a  noted  Presbyterian,  at  the  head 
of  a  regiment,  who  had  been  governor  of  Wcxfonl  in 
Cromwell's  time,  and  is  often  mentioned  by  Ludloir  in 
his  Memotis.  This  regiment  was  raised  in  England 
against  the  prince  of  Orange :  the  colonel  made  hit  m 
a  captain,  whom  I  knew,  and  who  was  as  lealoos  a 
Presbyterian  as  his  father.  However,  at  the  time  of  tbe 
prince's  landing,  the  fiither,  easily  foreseeing  how  thiufi 
would  go,  went  over,  like  many  others,  to  tbe  prince, 
who  continued  him  in  his  regiment ;  but  coming  over 
a  year  or  two  after,  to  assist  in  raising  the  ii«ge(^ 
Derry,  he  behaved  himself  so  like  either  a  coward  ur  a 
traitor,  that  his  regiment  was  taken  fVom  him. 

I  will  now  consider  the  conduct  of  the  church  paitr, 
during  the  whole  reign  of  that  unfortunate  king.  Tbe; 
were  so  unanimous  against  promising  to  pess  sn  art  f<x 
repealing  the  Test,  and  establishing  a  general  liberty  of 
conscience,  that  the  king  durst  not  trust  a  parliarofl^t: 
but,  encouraged  by  the  professions  of  loyalty  giren  biro 
by  his  Presbyterian  friends,  went  on  with  his  diapeni* 
ingpower. 

The  church  clergy,  at  that  time,  are  allowed  to  hare 
written  the  best  collection  of  tracts  against  Popry 
that  ever  appeared  in  England ;  which  are  to  thii  day 
in  the  highest  esteem.  But,  upon  the  strictest  inqairj, 
I  could  never  hear  of  above  one  or  two  papers  publifhfd 
by  the  Presbyterians  at  that  time  upon  the  nme 
subject.  Seven  great  prelates  (he  of  Canterbury  aznoi^ 
the  rest)  were  sent  to  the  Tower  for  presentinf^  a  peti- 
tion, wherein  they  desired  to  be  excused  in  not  obeyinfc 
an  illegal  command  from  the  king.  The  biahop  of 
London,  Dr.  Compton,  was  summoned  to  answer  befurr 
the  commissioners  for  ecclesiastical  affairs  for  not  iu»* 
pending  Dr.  Sharp  ^afterward  archbishop  of  York)  by 
the  king's  command.  If  the  Presbyterians  expreaffd 
the  same  seal  upon  any  occasion,  the  instances  of  it  ait 
not,  as  I  can  find,  left  upon  record,  or  transmitted  by 
tradition.  The  proceedhigs  against  Magdalen  CoWt^ 
in  Oxford,  for  refusing  to  comply  with  tbe  king;'i  mac- 
date  for  admitting  a  profcased  Papist  upon  their  foun- 
dation, are  a  standing  proof  of  the  courage  and  fiTin- 
ness  in  religion  shown  by  that  learned  society  to  tli« 
ruin  of  their  fortunes.  The  Presbyterians  know  vnt 
well  that  I  could  produce  many  more  insTancea  of  tbe 
same  kind.  But  these  are  enough  in  so  short  a  pap^ 
as  1  intend  at  present 

It  is  indeed  very  true,  that  after  king  WilliAoa  va 
settletl  on  the  English  throne,  the  Presbyteriana  beg^ 
to  appear,  and  offer  tibeir  credentials,  and  demaDdfa- 
vour :  and  the  new  kiiig,  having  been  originally  bred  a 
Calvinist,  was  desirous  enough  to  make  them  easy  nf 
that  would  do  it)  by  a  legal  toleration  ;  although  i^  b>> 
heart  he  never  bore  much  affection  to  that  aect;  wx 
designed  to  favour  them  further  than  as  it  stood  wi^ 
the  present  scheme  of  politics,  as  I  have  long  ain<^  ''f^ 
assured  by  the  greatest  men  of  Whig  principle  at  ^ 
time  in  England. 

It  U  likewise  true,  nor  wUl  it  be  denied,  that  vbeo 
the  king  was  nossessed  of  the  English  crown,  sod  tb^ 
remainder  of  the  quarrel  was  left  to  be  decided  in  tb^ 
kingdom ;  the  PMsbyterians  wiM^ly  chose  to  join  vitti 
the  Protestant  army,  rather  than  with  that  of  K">f 
James  their  old  friend,  whose  affairs  were  then  >n  « 
manner  deaperate.  They  were  wise  enough  iokvov, 
that  this  kmgdom,  divided  against  itself,  could  v^ 
prevail  against  the  united  power  of  Englaud.   "bey 
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Ibogbt  fn  ark  et  /ooit ;  for  their  estates  and  religion ; 
which  Utter  will  never  suffer  so  much  by  the  church  of 
Eo^Isad  SI  by  that  of  Rome,  where  they  are  counted 
hmia  a»  well  as  we ;  and  consequeiidy  they  have 
Dj  dtbcr  game  to  play.  But  what  merit  they  can  build 
upoQ  hiring  joined  with  a  Protestant  army,  under  a 
kuij  they  acknowledged,  to  defend  their  own  liberties 
vri  pmperties  against  a  popish  enemy,  under  an  abdi- 
cated king,  is,  I  confess,  to  me  absolutely  inconceiv- 
iitk:  snd  I  believe  will  equally  be  so  for  ever  to  auy 
iftMuable  man. 

Whra  these  sectaries  were  several  years  ago  making 
the  tune  attempt  for  abolishing  the  Test,  many  ground- 
ItM  reports  were  industriously  and  seasonably  spread, 
of  ill  invasion  threatened  by  the  pretender  on  the  north 
of  IreLihd.  At  which  time,  the  Presbyterians,  in  their 
lomphleU,  argued  in  a  menacing  manner,  that  if  the 
ir«teutJ«r  ihould  invade  those  parts  of  the  kingdom, 
•bere  the  numbers  aiid  estates  of  dissenters  chiefly  lay, 
tb«7  vould  sit  still  and  let  us  fight  our  own  battles, 
litice  they  were  to  reap  no  advantage,  whichever  side 
ihiHild  be  victors.  If  this  were  the  course  they  in- 
ttadftl  to  take  in  such  a  case,  I  desire  to  know  how 
thf>]r  could  contrive  safely  to  stand  neuters,  otherwise 
tUu  by  a  compact  with  the  pretender  and  his  army, 
to  lajiport  their  neutrality,  and  jurotect  them  agahist 
tb^  furcei  of  the  crown  f  This  is  a  necessary  suppo- 
*:tt  >u ;  because  they  must  otherwise  have  inevitably 
iMt  a  prey  to  both.  However,  by  this  frank  declara- 
*Mti,  they  sufficiently  showed  their  good  will,  and.cou- 
(y'i'«d  the  common  charge  laid  at  their  door,  that  a 
^uttish  or  northern  Presbyterian  hates  our  episcopal 
r^blijihcd  church  more  than  popery  itself.  And  the 
t*iM.vi  for  this  hatred  is  naturtu  enough;  because  it  is 
lie  church  alone  that  stands  in  the  way  between  them 
i^d  power,  which  popery  does  not. 

rpon  this  occasion  I  am  in  some  doubt  whether  the 
pclitiral  ipceaders  of  those  chimerical  invasions  made 
&  judicioos  choice  in  fixing  the  nortliem  parts  of  Ire- 
^1  for  that  romantic  enterprise.  Nor  can  I  well  un- 
<l«ntaud  the  wisdom  of  the  Presbyterians,  in  counte- 
Udactu^  and  confirming  those  reports;  because  it  seems 
t»  (-Alt  a  most  infamous  reflection  upon  the  loyalty  and 
^l><iMii  principles  of  their  whole  body ;  for,  if  there 
(li  l«en  any  truth  in  the  matter,  the  consequence  must 
^«r  (Men  allowed,  that  the  pretender  counted  upon 
i^rrufistance  from  his  fathers  friends  the  Piesbyte- 
'itiM,  by  choosing  to  land  in  those  very  parts  where 
<>^ir  number.  woUth,  and  power  most  prevailed,  racier 
>  Lui  imoug  those  of  his  own  religion.  And  therefore, 
>'i  ctuhty  to  this  sect,  I  rather  incline  to  believe  that 
^'f^  rcporti  of  an  invasion  were  formed  and  spread  by 
1^  nee  of  small  politicians,  in  order  to  do  a  sea- 
•<  illf  job. 

-^  to  f«pei7  in  general,  which  for  a  thousand  years 
put  hu  been  introducing  and  multiplying  corruptions 
^'^iu  doctrine  and  discipline,  I  loot  upon  it  to  be  the 
&«t  4bsuni  system  of  Christianity  professed  by  any 
^'•'ti.  But  I  cannot  apprehend  this  tingdom  to  be  in 
J^h  dangCT  from  it.     The  estates  of  Papists  are  very 

*'  ^^''inbling  into  small  parcels,  and  dady  dimuiish- 
«'^;  liieir  common  people  axe  sunk  in  poverty,  igno- 
i^ce,  4ful  cowardice,  and  of  as  little  consequence  as 
J  ^  snd  children.  Their  nobility  and  gentry  are  at 
*^  jjne-bAlf  ruined,  banished,  or  converted :  they  all 
•'uUy  led  the  smart  of  what  they  suffered  in  the  last 
IJ'-»t*  wir;  some  of  them  are  already  retired  into 
« •"■gn  countries ;  others,  as  I  am  told,  intend  to  follow 
J'«B,  and  the  rest,  1  believe,  to  a  roan,  who  still 
I  '^  **.'^  '""*•»  ***  absolutely  determined  never  to 
^•urd  them  again  for  the  sake  of  establishing  their 
.,  <^'tion.  If  it  had  been  thought  tit,  as  some 
*'*«>«,  tu  abate  of  the  Uw's  rigour  against  popery  in 
n, ,  kiu^dom,  I  am  confident  it  waa  done  for  very  wise 


reasons,  considering  the  situation  of  affairs  abroad  at 
different  times,  and  the  interest  of  the  Protestant  reli- 
gion in  general.  And  as  I  do  not  find  the  least  fault 
in  this  proceeding,  so  I  do  not  conceive  why  a  sunk, 
discarded  party,  who  neither  expect  nor  desire  anything 
more  than  a  quiet  life,  should,  under  the  names  of 
highflyers,  Jacobites,  and  many  other  vile  appellations, 
be  charged  so  often  in  print  and  at  common  tables 
with  endeavouring  to  introduce  popery  and  the  pre- 
tender ;  while  the  Papists  abhor  uiem  above  all  other 
men,  on  account  of  severities  against  their  priests  in  her 
late  majesty's  reign,  when  the  now  disbanded  reprobate 
party  was  in  power.  This  I  was  convinced  of  some 
years  ago  by  a  long  journey  into  the  southern  parts ; 
where  I  had  the  curiosity  to  send  for  many  priests  of 
the  parishes  I  passed  through,  and  to  my  great  satis- 
faction found  mem  everywhere  abounding  in  profes- 
sions of  loyalty  to  the  late  king  George ;  for  which  they 
gave  me  the  reasons  above  mentioned ;  at  the  same  time 
complaining  bitterly  of  the  hardships  they  suffered 
under  the  queen's  last  ministry. 

I  return  from  this  digression  to  the  modest  demands 
of  the  Presbyterians  for  a  repeal  of  the  Sacramental 
Test,  as  a  reward  for  their  merits  at  the  Restoration  and 
the  Revolution;  which  merits  I  have  fairly  represented, 
as  well  as  my  memory  would  allow  me.  If  I  have  com- 
mitted any  mistakes,  thty  must  be  of  little  moment. 
The  facts  and  principal  circumstances  are  what  I  have 
obtained  and  digested  from  reading  the  histories  of 
those  times  written  by  each  party ;  and  many  thousands 
have  done  the  same  as  well  as  1,  who  I  am  sure  have 
in  their  minds  drawn  the  same  conclusions. 

This  is  the  faction,  and  these  the  men,  who  are  now 
resuming  their  applications,  and  giving  in  their  bills  of 
merit  to  both  kingdoms,  upon  two  points,  which  of  all 
others  they  have  the  least  pretensions  to  offer.  I  have 
collected  the  facts,  with  all  possible  impartiality,  from 
the  current  histories  of  those  times ;  and  have  shown^ 
although  very  briefly,  the  gradual  proceedings  of  those 
sectaries,  under  the  denomination  of  Puritans,  Presby* 
terians^  and  Independents,  for  about  the  space  of  a 
hundred  and  eighty  years,  from  the  beginning  of  queen 
Elisabeth  to  this  present  time.  But,  notwithstanding 
all  that  can  be  said,  these  very  schismatics  (for  such 
they  are  in  temporals  as  well  as  spirituals)  are  now 
again  expecting,  soliciting,  and  demanding,  (not  with- 
out insinuating  threats,  according  to  their  custom,) 
that  the  parliament  should  fix  them  upon  an  equal  foot 
with  the  church  established.  I  would  fain  Know  to 
what  branch  of  the  legislature  they  can  have  the  fore- 
head to  apply.  Not  to  my  lords  the  bishops,  who  must 
have  often  read  bow  the  predecessors  of  this  very  fac- 
tion, acting  upon  the  same  principles,  drove  the  whole 
bench  out  of  the  house,  who  were  then,  and  hitherto 
continue,  one  of  the  three  estates;  not  to  the  temporal 
peers,  the  second  of  the  three  estates,  who  must  have 
beard,  that,  immediately  after  those  rebellious  fanatics 
had  murdered  their  king,  they  voted  a  house  of  lords 
to  be  useless  and  dangerous,  and  would  let  them  sit  no 
longer  otherwise  than  when  elected  as  commoners; 
not  to  the  house  of  commons,  who  must  have  heard 
that,  in  those  fanatic  times,  the  Presbyterian  and  Inde- 
pendent commanders  in  ^e  army  by  military  power 
expelled  all  the  moderate  men  out  of  the  house,  and 
left  a  Rump  to  govern  the  nation ;  lastly,  not  to  the 
crown,  which  those  very  saints,  destined  to  rule  the 
earth,  trampled  under  their  feet,  and  then  in  cold  blood 
murdered  the  blessed  wearer. 

But  the  session  now  approaching,  and  a  clan  of  dis- 
senting teachers  being  come  up  to  town  from  their 
northern  head-quarters,  accompanied  by  many  of  their 
elders  and  agents,  and  supported  by  a  general  contri- 
bution to  solicit  their  establishment,  with  a  capacity 
of  holding  all  military  as  well  as  civil  employments,  I 
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think  it  high  time  that  this  paper  ghould  see  the  light. 
However,  I  cannot  conclude  without  fVeely  confessing, 
that  if  the  Presbyterians  should  obtain  their  ends,  I 
could  not  be  sorry  to  find  them  mistaken  in  the  point 
which  they  have  most  at  heart  by  the  repeal  or  the 
Test,  I  mean  the  benefit  of  employments.  For  after  all, 
what  assurance  can  a  Scottish  northern  dissenter  bom 
on  Irish  ground  have,  tliat  he  shall  be  treated  with  as 
much  favour  as  a  true  Scot  bom  beyond  the  Tweed  f 

I  am  ready  enough  to  believe  that  all  I  have  said 
will  avail  but  little.  I  have  the  common  excuse  of 
other  men,  when  I  think  myself  bound  by  all  religious 
and  civil  ties  to  discharge  my  conscience,  and  to  warn 
my  countrymen  upon  tibis  important  occasion.  It  is 
true  the  advocates  for  this  scheme  promise  a  new  world 
after  this  blessed  work  shall  be  completed  ;  that  all  ani- 
mosity and  faction  must  immediately  drop ;  that  the 
only  distinction  in  this  kingdom  will  then  be  of  Papist 
and  Protestant :  for,  as  to  Whig  and  Tory,  high  church 
and  low  church,  Jacobite  and  Hanoverian,  court  and 
country  party,  English  and  Irish  interest,  dissenters 
and  conformists,  new  light  and  old  light,  Anabaptist 
and  Independent,  Quaker  and  Muggletonian,  they  will 
all  meet  and  jumble  together  into  a  perfect  liarmony, 
at  the  sessions  and  assizes,  on  the  bench  and  in  the  re- 
venues ;  and,  upon  the  whole,  in  all  civil  and  military 
trusts,  not  excepting  the  great  councils  of  the  nation. 
For  it  is  wisely  argued  thus :  that  a  kingdom  being  no 
more  than  a  larger  knot  of  friends  met  together,  it  is 
against  the  mles  of  good  manners  to  shut  any  person 
out  of  the  company,  except  the  Papists,  who  profess 
themselves  of  another  club. 

I  am  at  a  loss  to  know  what  arts  the  Presbyterian 
sect  intends  to  use,  in  convincing  the  world  of  their 
loyalty  to  kingly  government,  which,  (long  before  the 
prevalence,  or  even  the  birth,  of  their  independent  ri- 
Tals,)  as  soon  as  the  king's  forces  were  overcome,  de- 
clared their  principles  to  be  against  monarchy,  as  well 
as  episcopacy  and  the  house  of  lords,  even  until  the 
king  was  restored :  at  which  event,  although  they  were 
forced  to  submit  to  the  present  power,  yet  I  have  not 
heard  tliat  they  ever,  to  tiiis  day,  renounce  any  one 
principle  by  which  their  predecesson  then  acted ;  yet 
this  they  have  been  challenged  to  do,  or  at  least  to  show 
that  others  have  done  it  for  them,  by  a  certain  doctor, 
who.  as  I  am  told,  has  much  employed  his  pen  in  the 
like  disputes.  I  own  they  will  be  ready  enough  to  in- 
sinuate themselves  into  any  government ;  but  if  they 
mean  to  be  honest  and  upright,  they  will  and  must  en- 
deavour, by  all  means  wnich  they  shall  think  lawful 
to  introduce  and  establish  their  own  scheme  of  religion, 
as  nearest  approaching  to  the  word  of  God,  by  casting 
out  all  superstitious  ceremonies,  ecclesiastical  titles, 
habits,  distmctions,  and  superiorities,  as  rags  of  popery, 
in  order  to  a  thoroush  remrmation ;  and  as  in  charity 
bound  to  promote  tne  salvation  of  their  countrymen, 
wishing,  with  St.  Paul,  that  the  whole  kingdom  were 
as  they  are.  But  what  assurance  will  they  please  to 
give  that,  when  their  sect  shall  become  the  national  es- 
tablished worship,  they  will  treat  us  dissenters  as  we 
have  treated  them  ?  Was  this  their  course  of  proceed- 
ing during  the  dominion  of  the  saints  f  Were  not  all 
&e  remainders  of  the  episcopel  church  in  those  days,  es- 
pecially the  clergy,  under  a  persecutioti  for  above  a 
dozen  years  equd  to  that  of  the  primitive  Christians 
under  heathen  emperors  ?  That  this  proceeding  was 
mi  table  to  their  principles  is  known  enough ;  for  many 
of  tlieir  preachers  then  writ  books  against  allowing  any 
liberty  of  conscience  in  a  religion  different  from  their 
own ;  producing  many  arguments  to  prove  that  opinion, 
and  among  the  rest  one  frequently  insisted  on,  that 
allowing  such  a  liberty  would  be  to  establish  iniquity 
by  a  law.     Many  of  mese  writings  are  yet  to  be  seen, 

^  I  hear  have  been  quoted  by  the  doctor  above 
'oned. 


As  to  their  great  objection  of  prostituting  that  bolf 
institution,  the  blessed  Sacrament,  by  way  of  a  tesr  be- 
fore admittance  into  any  employment;  I  ask,  whetbpr 
they  would  not  be  content  to  receive  it  ailer  their  own 
manner  for  the  office  of  a  judge,  for  that  of  acomroi)- 
sioner  m  the  revenue,  for  a  regiment  of  horse,  or  to  be 
a  lord  justice  9  I  believe  they  would  scrapie  it  ai  little 
as  a  long  grace  before  and  after  dinner,  which  tbey  can 
say  without  bending  a  knee ;  for,  as  I  have  bee&  told, 
their  manner  of  taking  bread  and  wine  in  their  con* 
▼enticles  is  performed  with  little  more  solemnity  tbn 
at  their  common  meals.  And,  therefore,  since  they  look 
upon  our  practice  in   receiving  the  elements  to  be 
idolatrous,  they  neither  can  nor  ought  in  couBcieoce 
to  allow  us  that  liberty,  otherwise  than  by  conniTiu>c« 
and  a  bare  toleration,  like  what  is  permitted  to  the 
Papists.     But,  lest  we  should  oflend  them,  I  am  readj 
to  change  this  test  for  another ;  although  I  am  afraid 
that  sanctified  reason  is  by  no  means  the  point  vberf 
the  difficulty  pinches,  and  is  only  offered  by  pref«>dfd 
churchmen ;  as  if  they  could  be  content  with  our  be- 
lieving that  th^  impiety  and  profanation  of  making  the 
Sacrament  a  test  wncre  the  only  objection.    I  therefore 
propose  that,  before  the  present  law  be  repealed,  anotber 
may  be  enacted  :  that  no  man  shall  receive  any  em- 
ployment before  he  swean  himself  to  be  a  true  mem- 
ber of  the  church  of  Ireland  in  doctrine  and  diiciplioti 
Ac,  and  that  he  will  never  frequent  or  communicate 
with  any  other  form  of  worship.     It  shall  likewiie  be 
further  enacted  that,  whoever  offends,  &c,  M\  be 
fined  500/.,  imprisoned  for  a  year  and  a  day,  and  nn* 
dered  incapable  of  all  public  trust  for  ever.    Otbw- 
wise  I  do  insist  that  those  pious,  indulgent,  exterw 
professoia  of  our  national  religion  shall  either  gite  op 
that  fallacious,  hypocritical  reason  for  taking  off  tb* 
Test,  or  freely  confess  that  they  desire  to  have  a  gatt 
wide  open  for   every  aect,  without  any  test  at  alii 
except  that  of  swearing  loyalty  to  the  king ;  which, 
however,  considering  their  principles  witii  regard  to 
monarchy  yet  unrenounced,  might,  if  they  would  plea* 
to  look  deep  enough  into  their  own  hearts,  proveaooff 
bitter  test  than  any  other  that  the  law  has  yet  inrented. 

For,  from  the  first  time  that  these  sectaries  appear 
in  the  world,  it  has  been  always  found,  by  their  whole 
proceedings,  that  they  professed  an  utter  hatred  to 
kingly  govertiment.  I  can  recollect  at  present  three 
civil  establishments  where  Calvinists,  and  some  otbff 
reformers  who  rejected  episcopacy,  possess  the  •^P*'^ 
power ;  and  these  are  alt  republics :  I  mean  HoU»»d« 
Geneva,  and  the  reformed  Swiss  cantons.  I  do  nj 
say  this  in  diminution  or  disgrace  to  commonwealths 
wherein  I  confess  I  have  much  altered  many  opinio)*' 
under  which  I  was  educated,  having  been  led  by  ko* 
observation,  long  experience,  and  a  thorough  detests* 
tion  for  the  corruptions  of  mankind  :  insomach  that  1 
am  now  justly  liable  to  the  censure  of  Hobbe^  vba 
complains  thatthe  youth  of  England  imbibe  ill  opioiooi 
from  reading  the  histories  of  ancient  Greece  and  Rom^* 
those  renowned  scenes  of  liberty  and  every  Tirtue. 

But  as  to  monarchs,  who  mutt  be  supposed  wrii  ^ 
study  and  understand  their  own  interest,  they  will  he(< 
consider  whether  those  people  who,  in  all  their  actioos* 
preachings,  and  writings,  have  openly  declared  them- 
selves  against  regal  power,  are  to  be  safely  placed  in  s° 
equal  degree  of  favour  and  trust  with  thoae  who  bate 
been  always  found  the  truest  and  otdy  fiietids  to  the 
English  establishment  From  which  consideratioo  1 
could  have  added  one  more  article  to  my  nev  t^  ^ 
I  had  thought  it  worth  my  time. 

I  have  b«en  assured,  by  some  persons  who  wwe  i^" 
sent,  that  several  of  these  dissenting  teachers,  uf>^ 
their  first  arrival  hither  to  solicit  the  repeal  of  ^^J.^ 
were  pleased  to  express  their  gratltuae  by  puhhciy 
drinking  the  healths  of  certain  eminent  patnmi^  v"^ 
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thej  DNlad  to  hatv  found  among  ua.  If  this  be  trae, 
ud  tW  tKt  Teit  mart  be  delivered  up  by  the  very 
iu|ivMo  ippointed  to  defend  it,  the  aflkir  it  idready,  in 
rffwt.  It  aa  end.  What  lecret  leaaons  thoie  patrons 
BMj  bare  given  Ibr  auch  a  return  of  brotherly  love  I 
likaU  not  inquire ;  **  For,  O  my  aoul,  come  not  thou 
iato  their  leeret;  unto  their  aaaembly,  mine  honour,  be 
nut  thoQ  united ;  for  in  their  anger  they  slew  a  man, 
and  in  their  aelfwill  they  digged  down  a  wall.  Cursed 
he  their  anger,  for  it  was  fleroe,  and  their  wrath,  for  it 
va»  cnial.  I  will  divide  them  in  Jacob,  and  acatter 
them  in  loieh** 


THE  ADVANTAGES 

PROPOSED  BY  REPEALING  THE  SACRA- 
MENTAL TEST, 

IMPARTIALLY   CONSIDEBED.      1732. 


Waocva  writes  impartially  upon  thia  subject  must 
(lo  It  not  only  aa  a  mere  secular  man«  but  aa  one  who 
B  alttgefher  indilferent  to  any  particular  aystem  of 
Ciwirtiiuiity.  And  I  think,  in  wnatever  country  that 
tvlif  ion  predominates,  there  is  one  certain  form  of  wor- 
*^>p  umI  ceieraooy  which  is  looked  upon  aa  the  eata- 
United,  and,  conaequently,  only  the  prieata  of  that 
puticolar  fonn  are  maintained  at  the  public  charge ; 
•ad  til  civil  employments  bestowed  among  those  who 

onply  (at  leart  outwardly)  with  the  same  establish- 

wmt. 

This  method  is  strictly  observed,  even  by  our  neigh- 
Ikfon  the  Dutch,  who  are  confessed  to  allow  the  fullest 
liberty  of  conscience  of  any  Christian  state,  and  yet 
■e  never  known  to  admit  any  persons  into  civil  offices, 
•^odo  Dot  conform  to  the  legal  worship.  As  to  thdr 
military  men,  they  ate  indeed  not  so  scrupulous ; 
^f,  by  the  nature  of  their  government,  under  a 
i*'(<nty  of  hiring  foreign  troops  of  whatevtt  religious 
dnomiuatioo,  upon  every  great  emergency,  and  maiu- 
^vtg  no  small  number  in  time  of  peace. 

This  caution,  therefore,  of  making  one  established 

^  swma  to  be  univei«l,  and  ibunded  upon  the 

■''^'Ofeit  leasona;  the  mistaken  or  affected  teal  of  ob- 

e  xaej  and  endiusiaam  having  produced  auch  a  mim- 

^  ofbomUe  deatnicttve  eventa  throughout  all  Chria- 

faidQm.    For,  whoever  begina  to  think  the  national 

*^p  is  wrong  in  any  important  article  of  practice 

^  Mtcf,  will,  if  he  be  aerioua,  naturally  have  a  seal  to 

>^«  ai  many  proeelytca  aa  he  can :  and  a  nation  may 

P«ibly  bave  a  hundred  different  aecta  with  their  lead- 

*v  cTcry  one  of  which  has  an  equal  right  to  plead, 

J^  tliey  mnat  "  obey  God  rather  than  man  ;**  muat 

"^  aload  and  apare  not;"  muat  *Mift  up  their  voice 

«•  a  tnmipet** 

'Htii  wu  the  very  ease  of  England  during  the  tana- 
U^nci.  And  against  all  thia  there  aeema  to  be  no 
2^Bce,  bat  that  of  supporting  one  established  form  of 
4rtnne  and  discipline,  leaving  dM  rert  to  a  bare 
BWy  of  conscience,  but  without  any  maintenance  or 
•^'^"ragement  from  the  nublic. 

W  better  thia  national  religion  growa  ao  corrupt,  or 
a  tboQgfat  to  do  ao  by  a  very  great  majority  of  landed 
^W  joined  to  the  governing  party,  whether  prince  or 
I  •*»!».  Of  both,  it  ought  to  be  changed,  provided  the 
i*2[^7  he  done  without  blood  or  conftiaion.  Yet, 
^wtiern  meh  a  change  ahall  be  made,  aome  other 
■■jUbluhmeiits  mnat  auocced,  although  for  the  worse ; 
t^Wibg  all  deviationa,  that  would  break  the  union,  to 
^  "^^y  tolerated.  In  thia  aenae,  those  who  affirm  that 
J*7  Uw,  which  is  contrary  to  the  law  of  God,  is  void 
wIHj*'*  *"n  to  be  mistaken  ;  for  many  laws  in  popish 
'*^pmM  and  slates,  many  mote  among  the  Turks, 
*^  pefba]a  not  a  few  in  omer  ooantries,  are  directly 


agaiiut  the  divine  laws ;  and  yet,  God  knows,  aie  very 
hr  from  being  void  in  the  executive  part 

Thus,  for  instance,  if  the  three  estatea  of  parliament 
in  England  (whereof  the  lords  apiritual,  who  repreaent 
the  church,  are  one)  ahould  agree  and  obtain  the  ruyal 
aaaent  to  aboliah  epiacopacy,  togetiier  with  the  liturgy, 
and  the  whole  frame  of  the  Engliah  church,  aa  burden- 
aome,  dangeroua^  and  contrary  to  Holy  Scripture ;  and 
that  Presbytery,  Anabaptiam,  Quakerism,  Independ- 
ency, Muggletonlanism,  Browniam,  Familiam,  or  any 
other  aubdivided  aect  among  ua,  ahould  be  eatabliahed 
in  ita  place,  without  question,  all  peaceable  aubjecta 
ought  paaaively  to  aubmit,  and  the  predominant  aect 
muat  become  the  religion  eatabliahed ;  the  public  main- 
taining no  other  teachera,  nor  admitting  any  ]ieraona  of 
a  different  religioua  profeaaion  into  civil  officea,  at  least 
if  their  intention  be  to  preserve  the  nation  in  peace. 

Supposing  then  that  the  present  system  of  religion 
were  abolished ;  and  Presbytery,  which  I  find  stands 
the  fairest,  with  its  synods  and  classes,  and  all  its  forms 
and  ceremonies,  essential  or  circumstantial,  were  erected 
into  the  national  worahip;  their  teachers,  and  no 
others,  could  have  any  legal  claim  to  be  supported  at 
the  public  charge,  whether  by  stipends  or  titnes;  and 
only  the  rest  of  the  same  faith  to  be  capable  of  civil 
employments. 

If  there  be  any  true  reasoning  in  what  I  have  laid 
down,  it  should  seem  that  the  project  now  in  citation 
for  repealing  the  Test  Act,  and  yet  leaving  the  name  of 
an  establishment  to  the  present  national  church,  is 
altogether  inconsistent,  ana  may  admit  of  consequences 
which  those  who  are  the  most  indifferent  to  any  reli- 
ligion  at  all  are  possibly  not  aware  of. 

I  presume  whenever  die  Test  ahall  be  repealed,  which 
obliges  all  men  who  enter  into  office  under  the  crown 
to  receive  the  sacrament  according  to  the  rites  of  the 
church  of  Ireland,  the  way  to  employments  will  imme- 
diately be  led  open  to  all  disaenters  (except  Papiata) 
whoae  conaciencea  can  auffer  them  to  take  the  common 
oatha  in  auch  casea  preacribed ;  after  which  they  are 
qualified  to  fill  any  lay  atation  in  thia  kingdom,  from 
tnat  of  chief  governor  to  an  exciaeman. 

Thua,  of  the  three  judgea  on  each  bench,  the  first 
may  be  a  Presbyterian,  the  second  a  Free-will  Baptist, 
and  the  third  a  Churchman ;  the  lord  chancellor  may 
be  an  Independent ;  the  revenues  may  be  managed  by 
seven  commissioners  of  as  many  different  sects ;  and 
the  like  of  all  other  employments ;  not  to  mention  the 
strong  probability  that  the  lawfulness  of  taking  oatha 
may  be  revealed  to  the  Quakera,  who  then  will  atand 
upon  aa  good  a  foot  for  preferment  aa  any  other  loval 
aubjecta.  It  ia  obvioua  to  imagine  that,  under  aucn  a 
motley  adminiatmtion  uf  affaire,  what  a  claahing  there 
will  be  of  interest  and  inclinations;  what  pullings  and 
haulings  backward  and  forward ;  what  a  leal  and  bias 
in  each  religionist  to  advance  his  own  tribe  and 
depress  the  others.  For  I  suppose  nothing  will  be 
readier  granted  than  that,  how  indifferent  soever  roost 
men  are  in  faith  and  morals,  yet,  whether  out  of 
artifice,  natural  complexion,  or  love  of  contradiction, 
none  are  more  obstinate  in  maintaining  their  own 
opinions  and  worrying  all  who  differ  from  them  than 
those  who  publicly  show  the  least  sense  either  of  reli- 
gion or  common  honesty. 

As  to  the  latter,  bishop  Burnet  tells  ua  that  the 
Preabyteriana,  in  the  fanatic  timea,  professed  them- 
selves to  be  above  morality ;  which,  as  we  find  in  some 
of  their  writings,  was  numbered  among  the  beggarly 
elementa :  and  accordingly  at  thia  day  no  acrupfea  of 
conacience  with  regard  to  conformity  are,  in  any  trade 
or  calling,  inconaiatent  with  the  greatest  fraud,  op- 
pressions, peijury,  or  any  other  vice. 

This  brings  to  my  memory  a  paaaage  in  Montaigne, 
of  a  common  proatitute,  who,  in  the  atorming  of  a 

a  a 
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town,  when  a  Mldier  came  up  to  her  chamber  and 
offered  violence  to  her  chaitity,  rather  chose  to  venture 
her  neck  by  leaping  out  of  the  window  than  luffer  a 
rape ;  yet  still  continued  her  trade  of  lewdness  while 
she  had  any  customers  left. 

I  confess  that,  in  my  private  judgment,  an  unlimited 
permission  of  all  sects  whatsoever  (except  Papists)  to 
enjoy  employments  would  be  less  pernicious  to  the 
public  than  a  fair  struggle  between  two  contenders; 
because,  in  the  former  case,  such  a  jumble  of  princi- 
ples might  possibly  have  the  effect  of  contrary  poisons 
mingled  tc^ther,  which  a  strong  constitution  might 
perhaps  be  able  for  some  time  to  survive. 

But,  however,  I  shall  take  the  other  and  more  pro> 
bable  supposition,  that  this  battle  for  employments  is 
to  be  fought  only  between  the  Presbyterians  and  those 
of  the  church  yet  established.  I  shall  not  enter  into  the 
merits  of  either  side  by  examining  which  of  the  two  is 
the  better  spiritual  economy,  or  which  is  most  suited 
to  our  civil  constitution  :  but  the  question  turns  upon 
this  point ;  when  the  Presbyterians  shall  have  got  their 
share  of  employments,  (which  must  be  one  full  half, 
or  else  they  cannot  look  upon  themselves  as  fairly  dealt 
with,)  I  ask  whether  they  ought  not,  by  their  own 
principles  and  by  the  strictest  rules  of  cmiscience,  to 
use  tlie  utmost  of  their  skill,  power,  and  influence,  in 
order  to  reduce  the  whole  kingdom  to  an  uniformity  in 
religion,  both  as  to  doctrine  and  discipline,  most  agree- 
able to  the  word  of  God.  Wherein  if  they  can  succeed 
without  blood,  (as  under  the  present  disposition  of 
things  it  is  very  possible  they  may,)  it  is  to  be  hoped 
tliey  will  at  last  be  satisfied  :  only  I  would  warn  them 
of  a  few  difficulties.  The  Brst  is,  of  compromising 
among  themselves  that  important  controversy  about 
the  old  light  and  the  new,  which  otherwise  may,  after 
this  establishment,  split  them  as  wide  as  Papist  and  Pro- 
testant, Whig  and  Tory,  or  churchman  and  dissenter ; 
and  consequently  the  work  will  be  to  begin  again ; 
for  in  relii^inus  quarrels,  it  is  of  little  moment  how  few 
or  small  the  differences  are,  especially  when  the  dis- 
pute is  only  about  power.  Thus  the  zealous  Presby- 
terians of  the  north  are  more  alienated  from  the  esta- 
blished clergy  than  from  the  Romish  priests ;  taxing 
the  former  with  idolatrous  worship  as  disguised  Papists, 
ceremony-mongers,  and  may  other  terms  of  art ;  and 
this  for  a  very  powerful  reason ;  because  the  clergy  stand 
in  their  way,  which  the  popish  priests  do  not.  Thus, 
I  am  assured  that  the  quarrel  between  old  and  new 
light  men  is  managed  with  more  rage  and  rancour 
than  any  other  dispute  of  the  highest  importance ;  and 
this,  because  it  serves  to  lessen  or  increase  their  several 
congregations,  from  whom  they  receive  their  contri- 
butions. 

Another  difficulty  which  may  embarrass  the  Prc«- 
byteriaiis  after  their  establishment  will  be,  how  to  ad- 
just their  claim  of  the  kirks  independency  on  die  civil 
power,  with  the  constitution  of  this  monarchy  f  a  point 
so  delicate  that  it  has  often  filled  the  heads  of  great 
patriots  with  dangerous  notions  of  the  church-clergy 
without  the  least  ground  of  suspicion. 

As  to  the  Presbyterians  allowing  liberty  of  con- 
science to  those  episcopal  principles  when  their  own 
kirk  shall  be  predominant,  the  writers  are  so  uni- 
versally agreed  in  the  negative,  as  well  as  their  prac- 
tice during  Oliver's  reign,  that  I  believe  no  reasonable 
churchman  (who  must  then  be  dissenter)  will  expect  it 

I  shall  here  take  notice,  that  in  the  division  of  em- 
ployments among  the  Presbyterians,  after  this  ap- 
proaching repeal  of  the  Test  Act,  sunposing  them  ui 
proper  time  to  have  an  ec^ual  share,  the  odds  will  be 
three  or  four  to  one  on  their  side  in  any  further  scheme 
they  may  have  toward  making  their  religion  national. 
For  I  reckon  all  those  gentlemen  sent  over  from  Eng- 
land, whatever  religion  they  profcsS|  or  have  been  edu- 


cated in,  to  be  of  that  party ;  sinoe  it  is  no  msrk  of 
prudence  for  any  persona  to  oppose  the  current  of  • 
nation  where  they  are  in  some  sort  only  sojonniai; 
unless  they  have  it  in  direction. 

If  there  be  any  maxim  in  ^litics  not  to  be  cod- 
trolled,  it  must  be  Uie  followmg :  that  those  whw 
private  interest  is  united  with  the  interest  of  their  ooqd- 
try,  supposing  them  to  be  of  equal  underslsiMlinf 
with  the  rest  of  their  neighbour^  will  heartily  viik 
that  the  nation  should  thrive.  Out  of  these  are  iodn- 
bitably  excepted  all  persons  who  are  sent  from  anuthff 
kingdom  to  oe  employed  in  places  of  profit  or  power; 
because  they  cannot  possibly  bear  any  affection  to  the 
place  where  they  sojourn,  even  for  life,  their  »ie 
Dusinets  being  to  advance  themselves  by  following  the 
advice  of  their  principle.  I  except  likewise  tboie 
persons  who  are  taken  mto  office,  although  natirei  of 
the  land ;  because  they  are  greater  gainers,  while  tliej 
keep  their  offices,  than  they  ootdd  possibly  be  bjr 
mending  the  miserable  condition  of  their  ooontry. 

I  except,  thirdly,  all  hopers,  who^  by  balancing  •^ 
counts  with  themselves,  turn  the  scale  on  the  mm 
fide ;  because  the  strong  expectation  of  a  good  eeitiin 
salary  will  outweigh  the  loss  by  bad  rent%  reoeiTcd 
out  of  the  lands  in  moneyless  timet. 

If  mv  lords  the  bishops,  who  I  hear  are  now  employiti 
in  a  scheme  for  regulating  the  conduct  and  lllsiQi^ 
nance  of  the  inferio^dergy,  shall,  in  their  wisdom,  lod 
piety,  and  love-of  the  church,  consent  to  this  repesl  of 
the  Test,  I  have  not  the  least  doubt  that  the  whole  l^ 
verend  body  will  cheerfully  submit  to  their  spiritoil 
fathers,  of  whose  paternal  tendemees  for  their  velf<u« 
they  have  found  so  many  amasing  inatancea 

I  am  not,  therefore,  under  the  leaat  oonoein  sboQ| 
the  clergy  on  this  account.  They  will  (for  some  tine  > 
be  no  great  sufferers  by  this  repeal ;  because  I  csooot 
recollect  among  all  our  sects  any  one  that  givei  Isti- 
tude  enough  to  take  the  oaths  required  at  an  va^- 
tution  to  a  church-living :  and  untu  that  bar  ihsll  be 
removed,  the  preaent  episcopal  clergy  are  safe  for  w 
years.  Although  it  may  be  thought  somewhat  ur 
equal  that,  in  £e  northern  parts,  where  there  dsj  ht 
three  dissenters  to  one  churcnman,  the  whole  ^^'^^ 
shall  be  engrossed  by  him,  who  baa  ao  small  a  p«t  o 
the  cure. 

It  is  true,  indeed,  that  thia  disadvantage,  which  fke 
dissenters  at  present  lie  under,  of  a  disability  to  reoem 
church  preferments,  will  be  easily  remedied  by  iv 
repeal  of  the  Test  For  the  dissenting  teaehen  «« 
under  no  incapacity  of  accepting  civil  and  ^}^^^ 
employments ;  wherein  they  agree  perfectly  witli  « 
popish  clergy,  among  whom  great  cardinals  spd  ^ 
lates  have  been  commanders  of  armies,  chief  mhiu^ 
knights  of  many  orders,  ambaaaadois,  secretariei  ^ 
state,  and  in  moat  high  officea  under  the  aatti; 
although  they  aaaert  the  indelible  character,  whicbM 
aecretariea  amouf^  ua  did  ever  aaaume.  But  dtttmuy* 
both  Preabjrteriana  and  Independents,  oommautIe»  *| 
well  as  private  soldiera,  were  professed  teachen  in  J^ 
time  of  their  dominion,  is  allowed  by  all.  Crom«^ 
himself  was  a  preacher ;  and  has  left  us  one  of  )"> 
sermons  in  print,  exactly  in  the  same  style  and  mson^ 
with  those  of  our  modem  Presbyterian  ^««c**"' 
ao  was  colonel  Howard,  sir  George  Downing^  '^ 
several  othera,  whoae  namea  are  on  record.  I  ^^ 
therefore  see  no  reason  why  a  painful  Presbytensa 
teacher,  as  soon  as  the  Test  shall  be  repealed,  may  f>''^ 
be  privileged  to  hold,  along  with  the  spiritual  ^ 
ancl  stipend,  a  commission  in  the  army  or  the  cir>|  ^ 
til  comumndam  :  for  as  I  take  it,  the  church  of  W^^ 
is  the  only  body  of  Christians  which  in  effect  ^ 
qualifies  those  who  are  employed  to  P>«^  ^^  ^"^ 
trine  from  aharing  in  the  civil  power  nirther  thsn  » 
aenaton ;  yet  thia  wai  a  privilege  began  in  tim«  ^ 
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popny,  many  hundred  yean  before  &e  Reformatioo, 
and  woToi  with  the  very  inatitation  of  our  limited 
Doinrcliy. 

That  h  indeed  another  method  whereby  the  sti- 
pRxii  of  diaenting  teachers  may  be  raised  and  the 
hnner  much  relieved ;  if  it  ihould  be  thought  proper 
to  ifiraid  a  people  ao  deaerring  and  ao  loyal  by  their 
principlea.^     Every  biahop,  upon   the    vacancy  of  a 
cbnrcMiving,  can  aequeater  tlie  proflta  for  the  uae  of 
the  next  incumbent.     Upon  a  lapa  2  of  half  a  year  the 
donation  fiilla  to  the  archbiahop,  and  alter  a  Aill  year 
to  the  crown  during  pleasure ;  therefore  it  would  be 
00  hardihip  for  any  clergyman  alive,  if  (in  thoae  perta 
of  Ireland  where  the  numberof  aectarieamuch  exceeda 
that  of  the  conform iata)  the  profita,  when  aeoueatered, 
might  be  applied  to  the  aupport  of  the  aiaaenting 
incber,  who  haa  ao  many  aoula to  take  care  of;  where- 
bt  the  poor  tenanta  would  be  much  relieved  in  thoae 
hard  times,  and  in  a  better  condition  to  pay  their  rents. 
Bat  there  ia  another  difficulty  in  thia  matter,  againat 
vhicb  a  remedy  doea  not  ao  readily  occur.     For  aup- 
ponng  the  Teat  Act  repealed,  and  &e  diaaentera,   m 
cooaeqaeDce,  fblly  qualified  for  all  aecular  employ- 
iwnti,  the  queation  may  still  be  put,  whether  thoae  of 
Ireland  will  be  often  the  persona  on  whom  they  ahall 
he  bestowed ;  becauae  it  ia  imagined  there  may  be  an- 
other seminary  [Scodand]   in  view,  more  numerous 
wd  more  needy,  as  well  as  more  meriting,  and  more 
ttily  contented  with  such  low  oflScea;   which  some 
imr  neighbouTs  hardly  think  it  worth  atirring  from 
their  chimney  aidea  to  obtain.     And  I  am  told,  it  ia  the 
common  practice  of  those  who  are  akilled  in  the  manage- 
ment of  bees,  that  when  they  see  a  foreign  awarm  at  aome 
<iutance  approaching  with  an  intention  to  plunder  their 
hirei,  theae  artista  have  a  trick  to  divert  them   into 
•"M  neighbouring  aniary,  there  to  make  what  havoc 
^  ploae.    Thia  I  should  not  have  hinted,  if  I  had  not 
kmwn  it  already  to  have  gotten  ground  in  many  aua- 
P^ng  beads ;  for  it  ia  the  peculiar  talent  of  thia  na- 
tion to  see  dangcn  afar  off;  to  all  which  I  can  only 
■7.  that  our  native  Preabyteriana  must,  by  pains  and 
indiutry,  raise  aach  a  ftmd  of  merit  aa  will  answer  to 
t  hiith  six  degrees  more  to  the  north.     If  they  cannot 
<nife  at  thia  perfection,  as  aeveral  of  the  established 
cbmch  have  ccnnpasaed  by  indefatigable  paina,  I  do 
Dot  veil  see  how  their  affairs  will  much  mend  by  re- 
plug the  Teat :  for  to  be  qualified  by  law  to  accept 
»  eoiployment,  and  yet  to  be  disqualified  in  fact, 
»)t«iU  much  increase  the  mortification,  so  it  will 
withdraw  the  pity  of  many  among  their  well-wishers, 
vid  utteriy  deprive  them  of  that  merit  they  have  ao 
tnngiBade,  of  being  a  loyal,  true,  Proteatant  people, 
pwsecated  only  for  religion. 

Ktbis  happen  to  be  their  case,  they  muat  wait  ma- 
^°rity  of  time,  until  they  can,  by  prudent  gentle  atepa, 
Bake  their  ^th  become  the  religion  establiabed  in  the 
OBtira ;  after  which,  I  do  not  in  the  leaat  doubt  that 
^  wiU  take  most  effectual  methods  to  secure  their 
^^  against  those  who  must  then  be  dissenters  in 
^ir  turn :  whereof,  if  we  may  form  a  future  opinion 
fnoi  |TCsent  times,  and  the  dispositiona  of  diaaentera, 
vho  love  to  make  a  thorough  reformation,  the  number 
«>d  qnalitiea  will  be  very  inconaiderable. 

.^Qs  I  have  with  the  utmost  rincerity,  after  long 
thinking,  given  my  judgment  upon  thisarduoua  affair  ; 
hot  with  the  utmost  deference  and  aubmiaaion  to  pub- 
lic wadoo  and  power. 
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^  Hvnifa  hatred  and  violence  between  parties  in  a 
i***t  be  not  more  inflamed  by  different  views  of 


• 

interest  than  by  the  greater    or    leaser    differences 
between  them,  either  in  religion  or  government  ? 

Whether  it  be  any  part  of  the  question  at  thia  time, 
which  of  the  two  religiona  ia  worse,  popery  or  fanati- 
ciam ;  or  not  rather  which  of  the  two  (having  both  the 
aame  good-will)  Ib  in  the  hopefuleat  condition  to  ruin 
the  church  f 

Whether  the  aectariea,  whenever  they  come  to  pre- 
vail, will  not  ruin  the  church  aa  infallibly  and  effectu- 
ally aa  the  Fapiata? 

Whether  the  prevailing  sectaries  could  allow  liberty 
of  conscience  to  dissenters,  without  belying  all  their 
former  practice,  and  almost  all  their  former  writings  ? 

Whether  many  hundred  thousand  Scotch  Presbyte- 
rians are  not  fully  as  virulent  against  tlie  episco|)al 
church  as  they  are  against  the  Papists;  or  as  they 
would  have  us  think  the  Papists  are  against  them  9 

Whether  the  Dutch,  who  are  most  distinguished  for 
allowing  liberty  of  conscience,  do  ever  ailmit  any 
persona,  who  profeaa  a  different  achemeof  worahipfrom 
their  own,  into  civil  employmenta,  although  they  may 
be  forced  by  the  nature  of  their  government  to  receive 
mercenary  troopa  of  all  religiona  f 

Whether  the  dissenters  ever  pretended,  until  of  late 
years,  to  desire  more  than  a  bare  toleration  ? 

Whe^er,  if  it  be  true,  what  a  sorry  pamphleteer 
aaaerta,  who  lately  writ  for  repealing  the  Teat,  that  the 
diaaentera  in  thia  kingdom  are  equally  numeroua  with 
the  churchmen,  it  would  not  be  a  necessary  point  of 
prudence,  by  all  proper  and  lawful  means,  to  prevent 
their  further  increase  f 

The  great  argument  given,  by  those  whom  they  call 
low-churchmen,  to  justify  the  large  tolerations  allowed 
to  diaaentera,  haia  been,  that  by  auch  iodulgencea  the 
rancour  of  those  aectariea  would  gradually  wear  off, 
many  of  them  would  come  over  to  us,  and  their 
parties  in  a  little  time  crumble  to  nothing. 

Query,  Whether,  if  what  the  above  pamphleteer 
aaaerta,  that  the  aectariea  are  equal  in  number  with 
conformiata,  be  true,  it  does  not  clearly  follow  that 
those  repeated  tolerations  have  operated  directly  con- 
trary to  what  ^ose  low-church  politicians  pretended 
to  foreaee  and  expect? 

Whether  any  clergyman,  however  dignified  or  dia- 
tinguished,  if  he  think  his  own  profession  most  agree- 
able to  Holy  Scripture  and  the  primitive  church,  can 
really  wish  in  his  heart,  tiiat  all  sectaries  should  be 
upon  an  equal  foot  with  the  churchmen,  in  the  point 
of  civil  power  and  employments? 

Whetner  episcopacy,  which  is  held  by  the  church 
to  be  a  divine  and  apostolical  institution,  be  not  a  fun- 
damental point  of  religion,  particularly  in  that  essential 
one  of  conferring  holy  orders  t 

Whether,  by  necessary  consequences,  the  several  ex- 
pedienta  among  the  aectaries  to  conatitute  their  teachera 
are  not  abaolutely  null  and  void  ? 

Whether  the  aectariea  will  ever  agree  to  accept  ordi- 
nation only  from  bishops  f 

Whether  the  bishops  and  clergy  will  be  content  to 
give  up  episcopacy,  aa  a  point  indifferent,  without 
which  tiie  church  can  well  aubsist  ? 

Whether  that  great  tendemeaa  toward  aectaries, 
which  now  ao  much  prevaila,  be  chiefiy  owing  to  the 
fears  of  popery,  or  to  that  spirit  of  atheism,  deism, 
scepticism,  and  univeraal  immorality,  which  all  good 
men  ao  much  lament  ? 

Granting  popery  to  have  many  more  errora  in  reli- 
gion than  any  one  branch  of  the  aectariea,  let  us 
examine  the  actions  of  both,  aa  they  have  each  affected 
the  peace  of  these  kingdoms,  with  allowance  for  the 
short  time  which  the  aectaries  had  to  act  in,  who  are  in 
a  manner  but  of  yeaterday.  The  Papiata  in  the  time 
of  king  James  II.  used  all  endeavours  to  eatabliah  their 
superstitioa,  wherein  they  failed  by  the  united  power 
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of  English  Church  Protestants,  with  the  prince  of 
Grangers  assistance.  But  it  cannot  be  asserted  that 
these  bigoted  Papists  had  the  least  design  to  oppose  or 
murder  their  king,  much  less  (o  abolish  kingly  govern- 
ment ;  nor  was  it  their  interest  or  inclination  to  attempt 
either. 

On  the  other  side,  the  puritans,  who  had  almost 
from  the  beginning  of  queen  Elizabeth's  reign  been  a 
perpetual  thorn  in  the  church's  side,  joining  with 
ihe  Scotch  enthusiasts  in  the  time  of  king  Charles  I., 
were  the  principal  cause  of  the  Irish  rebellion  and 
masacre,  by  distressing  that  prince,  and  making  it  im- 
possible for  him  to  send  over  timely  succours.  And 
after  that  prince  had  satisfied  his  parliament  in  every 
single  point  to  be  complained  of,  the  same  sectaries, 
by  poisoning  the  minds  and  affections  of  the  people, 
with  the  most  false  and  wicked  representations  of  their 
king,  were  able,  in  the  compass  of  a  few  years,  to  em- 
broil the  three  nations  in  a  bloody  rebellion,  at  the 
expense  of  many  thousand  lives ;  to  turn  the  kingly 
power  into  anarchy ;  to  murder  their  prince  in  the  face 
of  the  world ;  and  (in  their  own  style)  to  destroy  the 
church,  root  and  branch. 

The  account  therefore  stands  thus: — The  Papists 
aimed  at  one  pernicious  act,  which  was  to  destroy  the 
Protestant  religion;  wherein,  by  God's  mercy  and  the 
assistance  of  our  glorious  king  William,  they  absolutely 
failed.  The  sectaries  attempted  the  three  most  infeniad 
actions  that  could  possibly  enter  into  the  hearts  of  men 
forsaken  by  God  -,  which  were,  the  murder  of  a  most 
pious  king,  the  destruction  of  the  monarchy,  and  the 
extirpation  of  tlie  church ;  and  succeeded  in  them  all. 

Upon  which  I  put  the  following  queries :  Whether 
any  of  those  sectaries  have  ever  yet,  m  a  solemn  public 
manner,  renounced  any  one  of  those  principles  upon 
which  their  predecessors  then  acted  f 

Whether,  considering  the  cruel  persecutions  of  the 
episcopal  church  during  the  course  of  that  horrid  re* 
hiellion,  and  the  consequences  of  it  until  the  happy 
Restoration,  it  is  not  manifest,  that  the  persecuting 
spirit  lies  so  eauaUy  divided  between  the  Papists  and 
the  sectaries,  toat  a  feather  would  turn  the  balance  on 
either  side. 

And  therefore,  lastly,  Whether  any  person  of  com- 
mon understanding,  who  professes  himself  a  member 
of  the  church  established,  although  perhaps  with  little 
inward  regard  to  any  religion,  (which  is  too  often  the 
case,)  if  he  loves  the  peace  and  welfare  of  his  country, 
can,  after  cool  thinking,  rejoice  to  see  a  power  placed 
again  in  the  hands  of  so  restless,  so  ambitious,  and  so 
merciless  a  faction,  to  act  over  all  the  same  parts  a 
second  time? 

Whether  the  candour  of  that  expression,  so  frequent 
of  late  in  sermons  and  pamphlets,  of  the  strength  and 
number  of  the  Papists  in  Ireland,  can  be  justified  ?  for 
as  to  their  number,  however  great,  it  is  always  magni- 
fied in  proportion  to  the  zeal  or  politics  of  the  speaker 
or  writer;  but  it  is  a  gross  imposition  upon  common 
reason  to  terrify  us  with  their  strength.  For  popery, 
under  the  circumstances  it  lies  in  this  kingilom, 
although  it  be  offensive  and  inconvenient  enough  from 
the  consequences  it  has  to  increase  the  rapine,  sloth,  and 
ignorance,  as  well  as  poverty  of  the  natives,  is  not  pro- 
perly dangerous  in  that  sense,  as  some  would  have  us 
take  it;  because  it  is  universally  hated  by  every  party 
of  a  different  religious  profession.  It  is  the  contempt 
of  the  wise ;  the  best  topic  for  clamours  of  designing 
men,  but  .the  real  terror  only  of  fools.  The  landed 
popish  interest  in  England  far  exceeds  that  among  us, 
even  in  proportion  to  the  wealth  and  extent  of  each 
kingdom.  The  little  that  remains  here  is  daily 
dropping  into  Protestant  hands,  hy  purchase  or  descent ; 
and  that  affected  complaint  of  counterfeit  converts,  will 
f^l  with  the  cause  of  it  in  half  a  generation,  unless  it  ' 


be  raised  or  kept  alive  as  a  continual  fond  of  merit 
and  eloquence.  The  Papists  are  wholly  diunned: 
they  have  neither  courage,  leaders,  money,  nor  iocliua- 
tions  to  rebel :  they  want  every  advantage  which  they 
formerly  possessed  to  follow  their  trade ;  and  wbereio, 
even  with  those  advantages,  they  always  miscanicd: 
they  appear  very  easy  and  satisfied  under  tliat  conmT* 
ance,  wnich  they  enjoyed  during  the  whole  last  reign; 
nor  even  scrupled  to  reproach  another  party,  under 
which  they  pretend  to  have  suffered  so  much  seventy. 

Upon  &ese  considerations,  I  must  confess  to  have 
suspended  much  of  my  pity  toward  the  great  dreadm 
of  popery,  many  of  whom  appear  to  be  hale,  strong, 
active  young  men,  who,  as  I  am  told,  eat,  drink,  and 
sleep  heartily ;  and  are  very  cheerful  (as  they  have  ex- 
ceeding good  reason)  upon  all  other  subjects.  However. 
I  caimot  too  much  commend  the  generous  concern  which 
our  neighbours^  and  others  who  come  from  the  mat 
neighbourhood,  are  so  kind  to  express  for  us  upon  thii 
account,  although  the  former  be  farther  removed  from 
the  danger  of  popery  by  twenty  leagues  of  salt  wttaj 
but  this  I  fear,  is  a  digression. 

When  an  artiRcial  report  was  raised  here  many  yean 
ago,  of  an  intended  invasion  by  the  pretender,  (which 
blew  over  after  it  bad  done  its  office,)  the  diaseitten 
argued  in  their  talk  and  in  their  pamphlets  af)er  thii 
manner,  applying  themselves  to  those  of  the  church  :— 
"  Gentlemen,  if  the  pretender  had  landed,  as  the  lav 
now  stands,  we  durst  not  assist  you;  and  therefore, 
unless  you  take  off  the  Test,  whenever  you  shall  happen 
to  be  invaded  in  earnest,  if  we  arc  desired  to  take  up 
arms  in  vour  defence,  our  answer  shall  be,  Pray,  geutle- 
men,  fight  your  own  battles,  we  will  lie  by  quietly ; 
conquer  your  enemies  by  yourselves,  if  you  can ;  we 
will  not  do  your  drudgery.''  This  way  of  reasoning  I 
have  heard  from  sever^  of  their  chiefs  and  abetton,  in 
a  hundred  conversations ;  and  have  read  it  in  twenty 
pamphlets:  and  I  am  confident  it  will  hi  ofleml 
again,  if  the  project  should  fail  to  take  oiTHbe 
Test 

Upon  which  piece  of  oratory  and  reasoning  I  farm 
the  following  query  :  Whether  in  case  of  an  invarion 
from  the  pretender,  (which  is  not  quite  so  probable  ai 
from  the  grand  signior,)  the  dissenters  can,  with  m- 
dence  and  safety,  offer  die  same  plea,  except  they  shall 
have  made  a  previous  stipulation  with  the  invaders' 
And  whether  the  full  freedom  of  their  religion  and 
trade,  their  lives,  properties,  wives  and  children,  are 
not,  and  have  not  always  been  reckoned,  sufficient 
motives  for  repelling  invasion,  especially  in  our  sec- 
taries, who  call  themselves  the  truest  Protestants,  hr 
virtue  of  their  pretended  or  real  fierceness  agaiut 
popery? 

Whether  omitting  or  neglecting  to  celebrate  the  day 
of  the  martyrdom  of  the  blessed  king  Charles  I,  en- 
joined by  act  of  parliament,  can  be  justly  reckoned  a 
particular  and  distinguishing  mark  of  good  alTectuai 
to  the  present  government  f 

Whether,  in  those  churches  where  the  said  day  v 
observed,  it  will  fully  answer  the  intent  of  the  ia»a 
act,  if  the  preacher  shall  commend,  excuse,  pallia!^ 
or  extenuate  the  murder  of  that  royal  martyr,  tnd 
place  the  guilt  of  that  horrid  rebellion,  with  all  lU 
consequences,  the  following  usurpations,  the  entire 
destruction  of  the  church,  the  cruel  and  continual 
persecutions  of  those  who  could  be  discovered  to  prufetf 
Its  doctrines  with  the  ensuing  Babel  of  fanaticism,  to 
the  account  of  that  blessed  king;  who»  by  granting  the 
Petition  of  Right,  and  passing  every  bill  that  could  be 
asked  for  the  security  of  the  subject,  had,  by  the 
confession  of  those  wicked  men  before  the  war  began, 
left  them  nothing  more  to  demand?  . 

Whether  such  a  preacher  at  I  have  named,  (whereof 
tliere  have  been  more  than  one,  not  many  years  f$f^ 
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cfco  in  the  pmuw  of  rioeroyt,)  who  takes  that  goutm 
M  a  oMiw  for  promotioD,  may  not  be  thought  to  step 
a  little  oat  of  the  commou  road,  in  a  mouax^y  where 
tbe  doctndanti  of  that  most  blesicd  martyr  have 
nigaed  to  this  day  f 

I  giDuod  the  reason  of  making  these  queries  on  the 
title  of  the  act ;  to  which  I  refer  the  reader. 


SOME  FEW  THOUGHTS 

CONCERNING  THE  REPEAL  OF  THE  TEST. 


Taoii  of  either  aide  who  have  written  upon  this  sub- 
ject of  the  Test,  in  making  or  auswerinff  objections, 
ftaa  to  fail,  by  not  pressing  sufficiently  the  chief 
poiut  upon  which  the  controveny  turns.  The  argu- 
oieuu  used  by  those  who  write  for  the  church  aie 
voy  S9od.  in  their  kind;  but  will  have  little  force 
oiidcr  tbe  present  corruptions  of  mankind,  because 
the  authors  treat  this  subject  tanquam  in  republic^ 
Plitonis,  et  non  in  face  Romuli. 

It  must  be  confessed  that  .considering  how  few  em- 
ployxneuls  of  any  consequence  fall  to  the  share  of 
tiiose  English  who  are  bom  in  this  kingdom,  and  those 
fe*  very  dearly  purchased  at  the  expense  of  conscience, 
liberty,  and  all  regard  for  the  public  ^ood,  they  are 
iiotvoith  contending  for;  and  if  nothing  but  profit 
vcre  in  tbe  case,  it  would  hardly  cost  me  one  sigh, 
wben  ]  ahould  see  those  few  scraps  thrown  among'every 
ipecies  of  fanatics^  to  scuffle  for  among  themselves. 

Aod  this  will  infallibly  be  the  case  after  repealinff 
the  Test  For  every  tuhdivision  of  sect  will,  with 
equal  justice,  pretend  to  have  a  share ;  and,  as  it  is 
utoal  with  sharers,  will  never  think  they  have  enough 
vbile  any  nretender  is  left  unprovided.  I  shall  not 
ncept  the  Quakera ;  because,  when  the  passage  is  once 
kt  open  for  sects  to  partake  in  public  emoluments,  it 
if  vffy  probable  the  lawfulness  of  taking  oaths,  and 
scsriDg  carnal  weapons,^  may  be  revealed  to  the 
yutherhood ;  which  thought,  I  confess,  was  first  put 
iuto  my  bead  by  one  of  the  shrewdest  Quakers  in  thia 
luagdum.^ 

OBSERVATIONS 

ON  HEYUN^   HISTORY   OF  THE  PRESBYTERIANS. 
WmTTEN  BY  THE  DEAN  IN  THE  BEOINNINO 
OF  THE  BOOK. 


Tin  book,  by  some  errors  and  neglects  in  the  style, 
■trail  not  to  have  received  the  author  s  last  correction. 
|t  ii  writlm  with  some  vehemence,  very  pardonable 
^  ooe  who  had  been  an  observer  and  a  sufierer,  in 
^RSlaiid,  under  that  diabolical  fSanatic  sect,  which 
|hn  dcitroyed  church  and  state.  But  by  comparing, 
uimy  mcmovy,  what  I  have  read  in  other  histories,  he 
B«i^  aggravates  nor  falsifies  any  facts.  His  par- 
t^ity  appears  chiefly  in  setting  the  actions  of  Calviniste 
JJ>the  strongest  light,  without  equally  dwelling  on 
™<ae  of  tbe  other  side ;  which,  however,  to  say  the 
^uth,  wss  not  his  proper  business.  And  yet  he  might 
Uft  ipcot  some  more  words  on  the  inhuman  massacre 
«f  Pani,  and  other  parts  of  France,  which  no  provo- 
<«tioD  (and  yet  the  kmg  had  the  greatest  possible) 

^^V^^^Qukcn  w«re  more  likely  to  admit  thia  reUsation  of 


could  excuse,  or  much  extenuate.  The  author,  ac- 
cording to  the  current  opinion  of  the  age  he  lived  in, 
had  too  high  notions  of  regal  |X)wer ;  led  by  tbe  com- 
mon mistake  of  the  term  supreme  magistrate,  and  not 
rightly  distinguishing  between  the  legislature  and  the 
administration ;  into  which  mistake  the  clergy  fell  or 
continued,  in  the  reign  of  Charles  II.,  as  I  have  shown 
and  explained  in  a  treatise,  &c. 

March  6.  l727-«.  JONATHAN   SwiFT. 


REASONS 

(HUMBLY  OFFERED  TO  THE  PARLIAMENT  OP  IRELAND 

FOR  REPEALING  THE  SACRAMENTAL  TEST 
IN  FAVOUR  OF  THE  CATHOLICS. 

OTHERWISE  CALLED  ROMAN  CATHOLICS,  AND,  BY  THEIR 
ILL-WILLERS,  PAPISTS.      DRAWN    PARTLY  FROM  ARGU- 
MENTS AS  THEY  ARE  CATHOLICS,  AND   PARTLY    FROM 
ARQUMENTS  COMMON  TO  THEM  WITH  THEIR  BRETHREN 
THE  DISSENT  As.       1733. 


\  TW  Q  wkCT  hial«d  at  by  Dr.  Swift  waa  Mr.  George  Rooke. 
M^jetidiajier.    la  a  tetter  to  Mr.  P»pe.  Aug.  30,  1716,  Dr. 

Ski  !!^"  '*'**•*•  *•  *  V^^  Ingeoloua  Qaaker  in  this  town 
25?  "WW  tenaa  to  bSa  niitrrta.  not  very  correct,  but  In  a 
oua^icW  what  a  poetical  Quaker  ■houfd  do,  eommeuding 
•"look  %ad  habit,  te.  It  gave  me  a  hint,  that  a  aet  of  Quaker 
1?J**»»  »Jght  soocewi.  if  our  ftlend  Gay  would  ikncy  It. 
i-l?^ •••  ■•***. «!»•  by  Gay.  who  wrote  the  " Eapouaal. 
jL"Tf  v*^**^'  Wtweeo  two  of  the  people  caUad  Quakera," 
a  "kkk  Dm,  pccnliarity  ia  well  drlio^l 


It  is  well  known  that  the  fint  conquerors  of  this  king- 
dom were  English  Catholics,  subjects  to  English  Ca- 
tholic  kings,  from  whom,  by  their  valuur  and  success, 
they  obtained  large  portions  of  land,  given  them  as  a 
reward  fur  their  many  victories  over  the  Irish ;  to  which 
merit  our  brethren  the  dissenters,  of  any  denomination 
whatM)ever,  have  not  the  least  pretension. 

It  is  confessed  that  the  posterity  of  those  first  vic- 
torious Catholics  were  often  forced  to  rise  in  their  own 
defence  against  new  colonies  from  England,  who 
treated  them  like  mere  native  Irish,  with  innumerable 
oppressions,  depriving  them  of  their  lands,  and  driving 
them  by  force  of  arms  into  the  most  desolate  parts  of 
the  kingdom  ;  till,  in  the  next  generation,  the  cnildren 
of  these  tyrants  were  used  in  the  same  manner  by  new 
English  adventurers;  which  practice  continued  for 
many  centuries.  But  it  is  agreed  on  all  bands  that  no 
insurrections  were  ever  made,  except  after  great  oppres- 
sions by  fresh  invaders :  whereas  all  the  rebellions  of 
Puritans,  Presbyterians,  Independents,  and  other  sec- 
taries, constantly  began  before  any  provocations  were 
given,  except  that  they  were  not  sufiered  to  change  the 
government  in  church  and  state,  and  seize  both  into 
Sieir  own  hands;  which,  however,  at  last  they  did, 
with  the  murder  of  their  king,  and  of  many  thousands 
of  hj  best  subjects. 

The  Catholics  were  always  defenders  of  monarchy,  as 
constituted  in  these  kingdoms ;  whereas  our  brethren, 
the  dissenters,  were  always  republicans,  both  in  prin- 
ciple and  practice. 

It  is  well  known  that  all  the  Catholics  of  these  king- 
doms, both  priests  and  laity,  are  true  Whigs,  in  the 
best  and  most  proper  sense  of  the  word :  bearing  as 
well  in  their  hearts  as  in  their  outward  profession  an 
entire  royalty  to  the  royal  house  of  Hanover,  in  the 
person  and  posterity  of  George  II.,  against  the  Pre- 
tender and  all  his  adherents;  to  which  they  think 
themselves  bound  in  gratitude,  as  well  as  conscience, 
by  the  lenity  wherewith  they  have  been  treated  since 
the  death  of  queen  Anne,  so  diflferent  from  what  they 
sufiered  in  the  four  last  years  of  that  princess,  during 
the  administration  of  that  wicked  minister  the  earl  of 
Oxford. 

The  Catholics  of  this  kingdom  humbly  hope  that 
they  have  at  least  as  fair  a  title  as  any  of  their  brother 
dissenters  to  the  appellation  of  Protestants.  They 
have  always  protested  against  the  selling,  dethroning, 
or  murdering  their  kings ;  against  the  usuqAtions  and 
avarice  of  the  court  of  Rome ;  against  Deism,  Atheism, 
Sociiiianism,Quakerism,  Muggletunianism,  Fanaticism, 
Brownism,  as  well  as  against  all  Jews,  Turks,  Infidels, 
and  heretics.  Whereas  the  title  of  Protestants,  as- 
•usMd  by  the  whole  herd  of  dJ— "•—  ''-xcept  our- 
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•elves)  depends  entirely  upon  their  protesting  against 
archbishops,  bishops,  deans»  and  chapters,  with  their 
revenues,  and  the  whole  hierarchy ;  which  are  the  very 
expressions  used  in  the  solemn  league  and  covenant ' 
where  the  word  popery  is  only  mentioned  ad  invidiam  ; 
because  the  Catholics  agree  with  the  episcopal  church 
in  those  fundamentals. 

Although  the  Catholics  cannot  deny  that  in  the  great 
rebellion  against  king  Charles  I.  more  soldiers  of  their 
religion  were  in  the  parliament  army  than  in  his  ma- 
jesty's troops ;  and  that  many  Jesuits  and  friars  went 
about  in  the  disguise  of  Presbyterian  and  Independent 
ministers  to  preach  up  rebellion,  as  the  best  historians 
of  those  times  inform  us ;  yet  the  hulk  of  Catholics  in 
both  kingdoms  preserved  their  loyalty  entire. 

The  Catholics  have  some  reason  to  tliink  it  a  little 
hard  when  their  enemies  will  not  please  to  distinguish 
between  the  rebellious  riot  committed  by  that  hrutal 
ruffian  sir  Phelim  O'Neal,  with  his  tumultuous  crew 
of  rabble,   and   (he  forces  raised   afterward   by   the 
Catholic  lords  and  gentlemen  of  the  English  pale,  in 
defence  of  the  king,  afVer  the  English  rebellion  began. 
It  is  well  known  that  his  majesty's  affairs  were  in  great 
distraction  some  time  before,  by  an  invasion  of  the 
covenanting  Scottish  kirk  rebels,  and  by  the  base  terms 
the  king  was  forced  to  accept,  that  they  might  be  kept 
in  quiet,  at  a  juncture  when  he  was  every  hour  threat- 
ened at  home  by  that  fanatic  party,  which  soon  after 
set  all  in  a  flame.  And  if  the  Catholic  army  in  Ireland 
fought  for  their  king  against  the  forces  sent  over  by 
the  parliament,  then  in  actual  rebellion  against  him, 
what  person  of  loyal  principles  can  be  so  partial  as  to 
deny  that  they   did  meir  duty  by  joining  with    the 
marquis  of  Ormond  and  other  commanders,  who  bore 
their  commissions  from  the   king  ?     For  which  great 
numbers  of  them  lost  their  lives  and  forfeited  their 
estates ;  a  great  part  of  the  latter  being  now  possessed 
by  many  descendants,  from  those  very  men  who  had 
drawn  their  swords   in  the  service  of  that  rebellious 
parliament  which  cut  off  his  head  and  destroyed  mo- 
narchy.    And  what   is  more  amazing,  although  the 
same  persons,  when  the  Irish  were  entirely  subdued, 
continued  in  power  under  the  Rump,  were  chief  con- 
fldants  and  faitliful  subjects  to  Cromwell,  yet,  being 
wise  enough  to  foresee  a  restoration,  they   seized  the 
forts  and  castles  here  out  of  the  hands  of  their  brethren 
in  rebellion  for  the  service  of  the  king  j  just  saving 
the  tide,  and  putting  in  a  stock  of  merit  sufficient  not 
only  to  preserve  the  land  which  the  Catholics  lost  by 
their  loyalty,  but  likewise  to  preserve  their  civil  and 
military  employments,  or  be  higher  advanced. 

Those  insurrections  wherewith  the  Catholics  are 
charged,  from  the  beginning  of  the  seventeenth  century 
to  the  great  English  rebellion,  were  occasioned  by 
many  oppresions  they  lay  under.  They  had  no  in- 
tention to  introduce  a  new  religion,  but  to  enjoy  the 
liberty  of  preserving  the  old ;  the  very  same  which 
their  ancestors  professed  from  the  time  that  Christianity 
was  first  introduced  into  this  island,  which  was  by 
Catholics;  but  whether  mingled  with  corruptions,  as 
tome  pretend,  does  not  belong  to  the  question.  They  had 
no  design  to  change  the  government ;  they  never  attempted 
to  fight  against,  to  imprison,  to  betray,  to  sell,  to  bring 
to  a  trial,  or  to  murder  their  king.  The  schismatics 
acted  by  a  spirit  directly  contrary;  they  united  in  a 
solemn  leagtie  and  covenant  to  alter  the  whole  system 
of  spiritual  government,  established  in  all  Christian 
nations,  and  of  apostolic  institution ;  concluding  the 
tragedy  with  the  murder  of  the  king  in  cold  blood, 

«  A  aoI«aa  leagne  and  covenant  entered  Into  between  the 
Seotch  and  English  in  the  n^bellion  against  king  Charles  I., 
1643  :  ofwhch  it  wns  a  principal  ol^oct,  "to  endonvotir  the 
extirpation  of  prelacy,  that  is.  ehareh  gOTemmant  br  aivh* 
bishop.  UahoDS,  deans.  ardideaeoDs,  and  all  other  epitoopal 
oOoen  depending  on  that  hierarehy.'* 


and  upon  mature  deliberation ;    at  the  nme  time 
changing  the  monarchy  into  a  commonwealth. 

The  Catholics  of  Ireland,  in  the  Great  ReheUion.  loit 
their  estates  for  fighting  in  defence  of  their  king.  The 
schismatics,  who  cut  off  the  father*s  head,  forced  rhe 
son  to  fly  for  his  life,  and  overturned  the  whole  ancient 
frame  of  government,  religious  and  civil;  obtariwd 
grants  of  thtise  very  estates  which  the  Catholics  lost  in 
defence  of  the  ancient  constitution,  many  of  which 
estates  are  at  this  day  possessed  by  the  posterity  of 
those  schismatics :  and  thus  they  gained  by  their  r^ 
hellion  what  the  Catholics  lost  by  their  loyalty. 

We  allow  the  Catholics  to  be  brethren  of  the  dis- 
senters; some  people  indeed  (which  we  cannot  allo») 
would  have  them  to  be  our  children,  because  we  bo«h 
dissent  from  the  church  established,  and  both  agree  in 
abolishing  this  persecuting  Sacramental  Test :  by  which 
negative  discouragement,  we  are  both  rendered  inca- 
pable of  civil  and  military  employments.  Howerer, 
we  cannot  but  wonder  at  the  bold  familiarity  of  tbe« 
schismatics,  in  calling  the  members  of  the  natioMl 
church  their  brethren  and  fellow  Protestants.  It  istiw 
that  all  these  sects  (except  the  Catholics)  are  bretbm 
to  each  other  in  faction,  ignorance,  iniquity,  perrerse- 
ness,  pride,  and  (if  we  except  the  Quakers)  in  rebcllm 
But  how  the  churchmen  can  be  styled  their  fellow  Pro- 
testants we  cannot  comprehend;  because,  when  the 
whole  Babel  of  sectaries  joined  against  the  church,  the 
king,  and  the  nobility,  for  twenty  yean,  in  a  match  it 
football,  where  the  proverb  expressly  tells  us  that  all  sre 
fellows  ;  while  the  three  kingdoms  were  tossed  to  aod 
fro,  the  churches,  and  cities,  and  royal  palaces,  shat- 
tered to  pieces  by  their  balls,  their  buflets,  and  thfir 
kicks ;  the  victors  would  allow  no  more  fellows  at  farf- 
ball ;  but  murdered,  sequestered,  plundered,  deprived 
banished  to  the  plantations,  or  enslaved  all  their  op- 
posers,  who  had  lost  the  game. 

It  is  said  the  world  is  governed  by  opinion ;  w^ 
politicians  assure  us  that  all  power  is  founded  lVI^ 
upon.  Wherefore,  as  all  human  creatures  are  fond  ti> 
distraction  of  their  own  opinions,  and  to  roucb  the 
more  as  thrne  opinions  are  absurd,  ridiculous,  or  of 
little  moment,  it  must  follow,  that  they  are  eqiullr 
fond  of  power.  But  no  opinions  are  maintained  with 
so  much  obstinacy  as  those  in  "religion,  especiallr  h; 
such  zealots,  who  never  bore  the  least  regard  to  reUi;i(^ 
conscience,  honour,  justice,  truth,  mercy,  or  common 
morality,  further  than  in  outward  appearance,  on<ltf 
the  mask  of  h3rpocrisy,  to  promote  their  diabolical 
designs.  And  therefore  bishop  Burnet,  one  of  their 
oracles,  tells  us  honestly,  that  the  saints  of  those  ftnarif 
times  pronounced  themselves  above  morality,  which 
they  reckoned  among  beggarly  elements ;  but  the  rown- 
ing  of  these  two  last  words,  thus  applied,  we  confe»  la 
be  above  our  understanding. 

Among  those  kingdoms  and  states  which  fix^  '>"* 
braced  the  reformation,  England  appears  to  ha^^^ 
received  it  in  the  most  regular  way  :  where  it  was  n»- 
troduced  in  a  peaceable  manner,  by  the  supreme  pow« 
of  a  king  [Henry  VI II.]  and  the  three  estates  iuI*^ 
liament ;  to  which,  as  the  highest  legislative  anthoritr. 
all  subjects  are  bound  passively  to  submit  N*'''»»^ 
was  there  much  blood  shed  on  so  great  a  c^^*"?" ' 
religion.  But  a  consideratile  number  of  lords,  tf~ 
other  persons  of  quality,  through  the  kingdom,  »|dl 
continued  in  their  old  faith,  and  were,  notirithstaxin"»« 
their  difl*erence  in  religion,  employed  in  offices  ciy' ** 
well  as  military,  more  or  less,  in  every  reign,  until  the 
Test  Act  in  the  time  of  king  Charles  II.  Howerer. 
from  the  time  of  the  Reformation,  tlie  numlier  oi 
Catholics  gradually  and  considerably  lessened.  ^' 
that  in  the  reign  of  king  Charles  I.,  England  became  m 
a  great  degree  a  Protestant  kingdom,  without  tak-rj: 
the  sectaries  into  the  number;   the  legality  wberM. 
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with  ranect  to  human  law%  the  Catholics  never  dis- 
puted ;  out  the  Puritans,  and  other  schismatics,  without 
the  leait  pretence  to  any  such  authority,  hy  an  open 
rebrlljon,  destroyed  that  legal  Reformation,  as  we  ob- 
MTTed  before,  murdered  their  king,  and  changed  the 
monarchy  into  a  republic.     It  is  therefore  not  to  be 
vondered  at  if  the  Catholics,   in  such  a  Babel   of 
Migioot,  chose  to  adhere  to  their  own  faith  left  them 
by  their  ancestors,  rather  than  seek  for  a  better  among 
a  rabble  of  hypocritical,  rebellious,  deluding  knaves,  or 
deluded  enthusiasts. 

We  repeat  once  more,  that  if  a  national  religion 
be  changed  by  the  supreme  legisliUive  power,  we  can- 
not dispute  the  human  legality  of  such  a  change.  But 
«e  humUy  conceive,  that  if  any  considerable  party  of 
men,  which  differs  from  an  establishment  eimer  old 
or  new,  can  deserve  liberty  of  conscience,  it  ought  to 
coiuitf  of  those  who,  for  want  of  conviction,  or  of 
right  understanding  the  merits  of  each  cause,  conceive 
themaelfes  bound  in  conscience  to  adhere  to  the  reli- 
gioo  of  their  ancestors ;  because  they  are,  of  all  others, 
letxt  likely  to  be  authors  of  innovations,  either  in 
church  or  state. 

On  the  other  side ;  if  the  reformation  of  religion  be 
founded  upon  rebellion  against  the  king,  without  whose 
conwDt,  by  the  nature  of  our  constitution,  no  law  can 
yax ;  if  this  reformation  be  introduced  by  otdy  one  of 
the  three  estates,  I  mean  the  commons,  and  not  by  one 
half  ereu  of  those  commons,  and  this  by  the  assistance 
of  a  rebellious  army;  again,  if  this  reformation  were 
carried  on  by  the  exclusion  of  nobles  both  lay  and 
ipiritual,  (who  constitute  the  other  part  of  the  three 
estates V  by  the  murder  of  their  king,  and  by  abolishing 
tlie  vhole  system  of  government,  the  Catholics  cannot 
M  vhy  the  successors  of  those  schismatics,  who  are 
uriirrrsally  accused  by  all  parties,  except  themselves 
asd  a  few  infamous*  abettors,  for  still  retaining  the 
nine  principles  in  religion  and  government  under 
vbifb  their  predecessors  acted,  should  pretend  to  a 
htttrr  share  of  civil  or  military  trust,  profit,  and  power 
than  the  Catholics;  who,  during  all  that  period  of 
tventr  years,  were  continually  persecuted  with  the 
utoioit  lererity,  merely  on  account  of  their  loyalty  and 
constant  adherence  to  kingly  power. 

We  now  come  to  those  arguments  for  repealing  the 
^^■cnraental  Test  which  equally  affect  the  Catholics 
%ad  their  brethren  the  dissenters. 

Fint,  we  agree  with  our  fellow  dissenters,  that 
pcnecution  merely  for  conscience'  sake  is  against  the 
goiios  of  the  gospel.  And  so  likewise  is  any  law  for 
depriring  men  of  their  natural  and  civil  rights,  which 
they  claim  as  men.  We  are  also  ready  enougli  to  allow, 
^^^  the  smallest  negative  discouragements  for  unifor- 
miry '9  aake,  are  so  many  persecutions ;  because  it  cannot 
bf  dmied,  that  the  scratch  of  a  pin  is  in  some  degree 
*  real  wound,  as  much  as  a  stab  through  the  heart 
In  like  manner,  an  incapacity  by  law  for  any  man  to 
bf  made  a  judge,  a  colonel,  or  justice  of  die  peace, 
^funly  on  a  point  of  conscience,  is  a  negative  discou- 
'^emetil^  sod  consequently  a  real  persecution :  for  in 
^bis  case,  the  author  of  the  pamphlet  quoted  in  the 
^oat^t^  pats  a  very  pertinent  and  powerful  question  : 
**  If  God  be  the  sole  lord  of  the  conscience,  why  should 
the  rights  of  conscience  be  subject  to  human  iurisdic- 
tuNif  Now  to  apply  this  to  the  Catholics;  the  belief 
uf  traiMifattantiation  is  a  matter  purely  of  religion  and 
conacience,  which  does  not  affect  the  political  interest 
of  lodety  aa  such ;  therefore,  why  should  the  rights  of 
jwwcience,  whereof  God  is  the  sole  lord,  be  subject  to 
human  junidictionf  And  why  should  God  be  de- 
K'Ted  of  this  right  over  a  Catholic's  conscience  any 
mon>  than  ofcr  that  of  any  other  dissenter? 
And  whereas  another  author  among  our  brethren  the 
*  **  R«woM  for  the  lepeaOiag  of  th«  Saeramcntal  T«»t." 


dissenters  has  very  justly  complained,  that  by  this  per- 
secuting Test  Act  great  numbers  of  true  Protestants 
have  been  forced  to  leave  the  kingdom,  and  fly  to  the 
plantations,  rather  than  stay  here,  branded  with  an 
mcapacity  for  civil  and  military  employments ;  we  do 
affirm,  that  the  Catholics  can  bring  many  more  in* 
stances  of  the  same  kind ;  some  thousands  of  tiieir  reli- 
gion have  been  forced  by  the  Sacramental  Test  to 
retire  into  other  countries  rather  than  live  here  under 
the  incapacity  of  wearing  swords,  sitting  in  Parliament, 
and  getting  that  share  of  power  and  profit  which 
belongs  to  them  as  fellow  Christians,  whereof  they  are 
deprived  merely  upon  account  of  conscience,  which 
would  not  allow  them  to  take  the  sacrament  after  the 
maimer  prescribed  in  the  liturgy.  Hence  it  clearly 
follows,  in  the  words  of  the  same  author,  *<  That  if  we 
Catholics  are  incapable  of  employment,  we  are  pu- 
nished for  our  dissent,  that  is,  for  our  conscience,  which 
wholly  turns  upon  political  considerations.** 

The  Catholics  are  willing  to  acknowledge  the  king^s 
supremacy,  whenever  their  brethren  the  dissenters  shall 
please  to  show  them  an  example. 

Further,  the  Catholics,  whenever  their  religion  shall 
come  to  be  the  national  established  faith,  are  willing  to 
undergo  the  same  test  offered  by  the  author  already 
quoted.  His  words  are  these :  "  To  end  this  debate, 
by  putting  it  upon  a  foot  which  I  hope  will  appear  to 
every  impartial  person  a  fair  and  equitable  one,  we 
Catholics  propose,  with  submission  to  me  proper  judges, 
that  effectual  security  be  taken  against  persecution, 
by  obliging  all  who  are  admitted  into  places  of  power 
and  trust,  whatever  their  religious  profession  be,  in  the 
most  solemn  manner  to  disclaim  persecuting  principles.** 
It  is  hoped  the  public  will  take  notice  of  these  words, 
"  Whatever  their  religious  profession  be  ;'*  which  plainly 
include  the  Catholics ;  and  for  whi<^  we  return  thanks 
to  our  dissenting  brethren. 

And  whereas  it  is  objected  by  those  of  the  esta- 
blished church,  that  if  the  schismatics  and  fanatics  were 
once  put  into  a  capacity  of  possessing  civil  and  military 
employments,  they  would  never  be  at  ease  till  they  had 
raised  their  own  way  of  worship  into  the  luitional  reli- 
gion through  all  his  majesty *s  dominions,  equal  with 
tt^e  true  orthodox  Scottish  kirk ;  which,  when  they  had 
once  brought  to  pass,  they  would  no  more  allow  liberty 
of  conscience  to  episcopal  dissenters,  than  they  did  in 
the  time  of  the  great  English  rebellion,  and  in  the  suc- 
ceeding fanatic  anarchy,  till  the  king  was  restored. 
There  is  another  very  learned  schismatical  pamphleteer,' 
who  in  answer  to  a  malignant  libel  callMl  "  The 
Presbyterian  Plea  of  Merit,*'  &c.,  clearly  wipes  off  this 
aspersion,  by  assuring  all  episcopal  Protestants  of  the 
peseut  church,  upon  his  own  word,  and  to  his  know- 
ledge, that  our  brethren  the  dissenters  will  never  offer 
at  such  an  attempt.  In  like  manner,  the  Catholics,  when 
legally  required,  will  openly  declare,  upon  their  words 
and  honours,  that  as  soon  as  their  negative  discourage- 
ments and  their  persecution  shall  be  removed,  by  re- 
pealing the  Sacramental  Test,  they  will  leave  it  entirely 
to  the  merit  of  the  cause,  whether  the  kingdom  shall 
think  fit  to  make  their  faith  the  established  religion  or 
not. 

And  again,  whereas  our  Presbyterian  brethren,  in 
many  of  their  pamphlets,  take  much  offence  that  the 
great  rebellion  in  England,  the  murder  of  the  king, 
with  the  entire  change  of  religion  and  government,  are 
perpetually  objected  against  them,  both  in  and  out  of 
season,  by  our  common  enemy,  the  present  conformists ; 
we  do  declare,  in  the  defence  of  our  said  brethren,  that 
the  reproach  aforesaid  is  an  old,  woinout,  threadbare 
cant,  which  they  always  disdained  to  answer :  and  I 
very  well  remember,  that  having  once  told  a  certain 
conformist  how  much  I  wondered  to  hear  him  and  his 
•  '•  Vhidicstionof  the  Pn>t««t*nt  DisMuters." 
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tribe  dwelling  peipetaally  on  eo  beaten  a  subject,  he  was 
pleased  to  divert  the  discourse  with  a  foolish  story, 
which  1  cannot  forbear  telling  to  his  disgrace.  He  said, 
there  was  a  clergyman  in  Yorkshire,  who,  for  fifteen 
years  together,  preached  every  Sunday  against  drunk- 
enness :  whereat  the  parishioners  being  much  oflended, 
complained  to  the  archbishop;  who,  having  sent  for 
the  clergyman,  and  severely  reprimanded  him,  the  mi- 
nister had  no  better  an  answer  than  by  confessing  the 
fact ;  adding,  that  all  the  parish  were  drunkards ;  that 
he  desired  to  reclaim  them  from  one  vice  before  he 
would  begin  upon  another ;  and  since  they  still  con- 
tinued to  be  as  ffnaX  drunkards  as  before,  he  resolved  to 
go  on,  except  his  grace  would  please  to  iforbid  him. 

We  are  very  sensible  how  heavy  an  accusation  lies 
upon  the  Catholics  of  Ireland ;  that  some  years  before 
kmg  Charles  II.  was  restored,  when  theirs  and  the 
kinff's  forces  were  entirely  reduced,  and  the  kingdom 
declared  by  the  Rump  to  be  settled ;  after  all  his  ma- 
jesty *s  generals  were  forced  to  fly  to  France,  or  other 
countries,  the  heads  of  the  said  Catholics,  who  remained 
here  in  an  enslaved  condition,  joined  to  send  an  invita- 
tion to  the  duke  of  Lorrain ;  engaging,  upon  his  ap- 
pearing here  with  his  forces,  to  deliver  up  the  whole 
island  to  his  power,  and  declare  him  their  sovereign ; 
which,  after  the  Restoration,  was  proved  against  them  by 
dean  Boyle,  since  primate,  who  produced  the  very 
original  instrument  at  the  board.  The  Catholics  freely 
acknowledge  the  fact  to  be  true ;  and  at  the  same  time 
appeal  to  all  the  world,  whether  a  wiser,  a  better,  a 
more  honourable,  or  a  more  justifiable  project  could 
have  been  thought  of.  They  were  then  reduced  to 
slavery  and  bcgg^iiry  by  the  English  rebels,  many  thou- 
sands of  them  murdered,  the  rest  deprived  of  their 
estates,  and  driven  to  live  on  a  small  pittance  in  the 
wilds  of  Connaugfat ;  at  a  time  when  either  the  Rump 
or  Cromwell  absolutely  governed  the  three  kinffdoms. 
And  the  question  will  turn  upon  this,  whether  cbe  Ca- 
tholics, deprived  of  all  their  possessions,  governed  with 
a  rod  of  iron,  and  in  utter  despair  of  ever  seeing  the 
monarchy  restored,  for  the  presentation  of  which  they 
had  suffered  so  much,  were  to  be  blamed  for  calling  in 
a  foreign  prince  of  their  own  religion,  who  had  a  con- 
siderable army  to  support  tliem,  rather  than  submit  to 
so  infamous  a  usurper  as  Cromwell,  or  such  a  bloody 
and  ignominious  conventicle  as  the  Rump.  And  I  have 
often  heard  not  only  our  friends  the  dissenters,  but 
even  our  common  enemies  the  conformists,  who  are 
conversant  in  the  history  of  those  times^  freely  confess 
tiiat,  considering  the  miserable  situation  the  Irish  were 
then  in,  they  could  not  have  thought  of  a  braver  or 
more  virtuous  attempt ;  by  which  they  might  have  been 
instruments  of  restoring  the  lawful  monarch,  at  least  to 
the  recovery  of  England  and  Scotland,  from  those  be- 
trayers, and  sellers,  and  murderei»  of  his  royal  father. 

To  conclude :  whereas  the  last  quoted  author  com- 
plains very  heavily  and  frequently  of  a  brand  that  lies 
upon  them ;  it  is  a  great  mistake :  for  the  first  original 
brand  has  been  long  taken  off;  only  we  confess  the 
■car  will  probably  remain,  and  be  visible  for  ever  to 
those  who  know  the  pinciples  by  which  they  acted, 
and  until  those  principles  wall  be  openly  renounced : 
else  it  must  continue  to  all  generations,  Uke  the  mark 
set  upon  Cain,  which  some  authors  say  descended  to  all 
his  posterity ;  or  like  the  Roman  nose  and  Austrian 
lin,  or  like  the  long  bag  of  flesh  hanging  dowB  from  the 
guls  of  the  people  in  Piedmont.  But  as-  for  any  brands 
fixed  on  schismatics  for  several  years  past,  they  have 
been  all  made  with  cold  iron;  like  thieveewho,  by  the 
benefit  of  the  clergy,  are  condemned  to  be  only  burned 
in  the  hand ;  but  escaped  the  pain  and  the  mark  by 
being  in  fee  with  the  jailor.  Which  advantage  the  schis- 
matical  teachers  will  never  want,  who,  as  we  are  as- 
sured, and  of  which  there  is  a  very  fresh  instance,  have 


the  souls  and  bodies  and  purses  of  the  pM>plc  ^  ^' 
dred  times  more  at  their  mercy  than  the  Catholic  priestB 
could  ever  pretend  to. 

Therefore  upon  the  whole,  the  Catholics  do  humbly 
petition  (without  the  least  insinuation  of  threateuiiig) 
that,  upon  this  favourable  juncture,  their  incanacity  for 
civil  and  military  employments  may  be  wholly  tskeo 
off,  for  ^e  very  same  reasons  (besides  others  more  co- 
gent) that  are  now  offered  by  their  brethren  the  dis- 
senters. 

And  your  petitioners,  as  in  duty  bound,  shall  ever 
pray,  &c.* 

Dublin,  November,  1T33. 

PREDICTIONS  FOR  THE  YEA.R  1708. 

WUEBBIN  TUB  MONTH,  A.ND  TBB  DAY  OF  TUB  MOVTll, 
ABE  SBT  DOWN,  THE  PBBB0N8  NAMED,  AND  THE 
OBBAT  ACTIONS  AND  KVBNT8  OP  NEXT  YBAB  PABTICl- 
LABLY  BBLATBD,  AS  THEY  WILL  COME  TO  PAH. 
WBITTBN  TO  PBEVENT  THE  PEOPLE  OP  KNGLAKD 
PBOM  BEING  PUBTHEB  IMPOSED  ON  BY  THB  WLGAt 
ALMANACK-M.AKEBS. 
BY  ISAAC  BICKERfiTAFF.  ESQ. 


Swxrr,  when  he  had  written  theee  humoroui  predSctioBi,  \mvi 
aX  a  km  what  name  to  preAx  to  tham.  oba^*r%'ed  a  sign  oti« 
a  blacksmith's  houBc.  and  the  name  of  BickeralafT  writiri 
under  it.  It  itruck  hu  faocy,  and  he  chose  to  call  iiiin«flf 
Isaac  BickeratHff.  This  amosinx  tract  was  acticMuly  bunt  ^j 
the  Inquisition  in  Portugal,  as  me  auihor  waa  assored  by  iu 
PSttl  Methaen.  then  ambassador  at  that  court. 


I  HAVE  considered  the  gross  abuse  of  astrology  in  tbii 
kingdom,  and  upon  debating  the  matter  with  myttit 
I  could  not  possibly  lay  the  fault  upon  the  art,  but 
upon  those  gross  impostors  who  set  up  to  be  the  aitL«t». 
I  Know  several  learned  men  have  contended  thai  li-f 
whole  is  a  cheat ;  that  it  is  absurd  and  ridiculous  to 
imagine  the  stars  can  have  anv  influence  at  all  upon 
human  actions,  thoughts,  or  inciinatiooa ;  and  wbuem 
has  not  bent  his  studies  that  way  may  be  excoied  fa 
thinking  so,  when  he  sees  in  how  wretched  a  maooff 
that  noble  art  is  treated  by  a  few  mean,  illitmte 
traders  between  us  and  the  stars ;  who  import  a  yearly 
stock  of  nonsense,  lies,  folly,  and  impertinence,  vbich 
they  offer  to  the  world  as  genuine  from  the  pUneU, 
though  they  descend  from  no  greater  a  height  than  tbrir 
own  brains. 

I  intend,  in  a  short  time,  to  publish  a  laigc  u<l 
rational  defence  of  this  art,  and  therefore  shall  saj  ^ 
more  in  its  justification  at  present,  than  that  it  ^ 
been  in  all  ages  defended  by  many  learned  men,  v^ 
among  the  rest  by  Socrates  himself;  whom  I  look  upon 
at  undoubtedly  the  wisest  of  uninspired  mortsh:  l«i 
which  if  we  add,  that  those  who  have  condemned  (hii 
art,  though  otherwise  learned,  have  been  such  aseitbff 
did  not  apply  their  studies  this  way,  or  at  least  did  not 
succeed  in  their  applications,  their  testimony  will  not 
be  of  much  weight  to  its  disadvantage,  since  tbey  tff 
liable  to  the  common  objection,  of  condemning  «^^ 
they  did  not  understand. 

Nor  am  I  at  all  offended,  or  do  I  think  it  an  injui? 
to  the  art,  when  1  see  the  common  dealers  iu  it,  tw 
students  in  astrology,  the  philomaths,  and  the  rest  of 
that  tribe,  treated  by  wise  men  with  t)ie  utmost  fcani 
and  contempt;  but  I  rather  wonder,  when  I  (^^*^ 
gentlemen  in  the  country,  rich  enough  to  serve  um 
nation  in  parliament,  poring  hi  Partridge  s  Alaospa^ 
to  tind  out  the  events  of  the  year,  at  home  and  ftl»^ 
not  daring  to  propose  a  hunting  march  till  Gadburr 
or  he  have  fixed  the  weather. 

I  will  allow  either  of  the  two  I  have  mentioned,  tf 

•  In  tills  oontroversy  the  author  was  vietorions. 
b  John  Gadbur}',  bred  a  tailor  at  Oxibcd,  lonx  puUiiMa  «■ 
slmauMk  which  yimA  in  mmtation  with  that  of  Futndff** 
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■07  other  of  die  fraternity,  to  be  not  only  aitrologen 
bat  ooojoren  too,  if  I   do  not  produce  a  hun£ed 
iostUKei,  in  all  tbeir  almanjicu,   to  convince  any 
namiable  man  that  they  do  not  so  much  ai  under- 
stud  comnou  grammar  and  ^futaz ;  that  they  ace  not 
Me  to  ^U  any  word  out  of  the  uiual  road,  nor,  even 
io  iheir  prefaoei,  to  write  common  lenae,  or  intelligible 
£af  liih.    Then,  for  their  obiervations  and  prediction!, 
tlwjr  axe  wch  at  will  equally  suit  any  age  or  country 
in  the  world,  **  This  month  a  certain  great  person  will 
be  thretteoed  with  death  or  sickness."     This  the  news- 
pspeis  vill  tell  them ;  for  there  we  find  at  the  end  of 
the  year,  that  no  month  passes  without  the  death  of 
wiae  person  of  note ;  and  it  would  be  hard  if  it  should 
be  otherwise,  when  there  are  at  least  two  thousand 
pvioQt  of  note  in  this  kingdom,  many  of  them  old, 
and  the  almanack -maker  has  the  liberty  of  choosing 
tbe  sickliest  season  of  the  year,  where  he  may  fix  his 
pfcdictiim.     Again,  **  This  month  an  eminent  clergy- 
nuQ  will  be  preferred ;'  of  which  there  may  be  many 
buudreda,  half  of  them  with  one  foot  iu  the  grave. 
Then,  "Such  a  planet  in  such  a  house  shows  great 
macbmatioos,  plots,  and  conspimcies  that  may  in  time 
be  brought  to  light  :*'  after  which,  if  we  hear  of  any 
diKOTery,  the  astrologer  gets  the  ^honour ;  if  not,  his 
pnlictioos  still  stand  good.     And  at  last,  "  God  pre- 
serve king   William    from  all  his  open  and  secret 
«Mmi<s.    Amen.""    When,  if  the  king  should  happen  to 
bare  died,  the  astrologer  |>lainly  foretold  it ;  otherwise 
it  paaws  but  for  the  pious  ejaculation  of  a  loyal 
*u)^ :  though  it  unluckily  happened  in  some  of  their 
alnuaacks  that  poor  king  William  was  prayed  for 
lu&j  m(ntfas  after  he  was  dead,  because  it  fell  out, 
tbat  he  died  about  the  beginning  of  the  year. 

To  mention  no  more  of  their  impertinent  predictions, 
vbat  have  we  to  do  with  their  advertisements  about 
"ptUsand  drinks  for  the  venereal  disease?'*  or  their 
matiial  ouarreb  in  verse  and  prose  of  Whig  and  Tory, 
vbcrewith  the  stan  have  little  to  do. 

Having  long  observed  and  lamented  these,  and  a 
bondred  other  abuses  of  this  art  too  tedious  to  repeat, 
I  nmUtd  to  proceed  in  a  new  way,  which  I  doubt  not 
vill  be  to  the  general  satisfaction  of  the  kingdom :  I 
ao  this  year  produce  but  a  specimen  of  what  1  design 
f«v  the  fntore ;  having  employed  most  part  of  my  time 
ID  adjiutingand  correcting  the  calculations  J  made  for 
*^e  yean  ^t,  because  I  would  olfer  nothing  to  the 
*«Hd  of  which  I  am  not  as  fully  satisfied  as  that  I 
^  now  alive.  For  these  two  last  years  I  have  not 
oiled  in  above  one  or  two  particulars,  and  those  of  no 
^C7  Bieat  moment  1  exactly  foretold  the  miscarriage 
>t  ToqIoci/  widi  all  its  particulars ;  and  the  loss  of 
^Iminl  Shovel,^  though  I  was  mistaken  as  to  the  day, 
pUcing  that  article  about  thirty-six  hours  sooner  than 
*(  baopentd ;  but  upon  reviewing  my  schemes,  I 
qnickl;  found  the  cause  of  that  error.  I  likewise 
ftwtold  the  battle  of  Almansa  [April  35,  1707]  to  the 
^p  day  and  hour,  with  the  loss  on  both  sides,  and 
J«  ooweqacnces  thereof.  All  which  I  showed  to  some 
ineiHls  many  months  before  they  happened ;  that  is,  I 
pM^e  them  pueis  sealed  up,  to  open  at  such  a  time, 
•fw  which  they  were  at  liberty  to  read  them;  and 
^b*"  they  found  my  predictions  true  in  every  article, 
**<*1it  out  or  two  very  minute. 

Aa  for  the  few  following  predictions  I  now  oiTer  the 
*wM,  I  forebote  to  publish  them  till  I  had  perused 
*be  lereral  almanacks  for  the  year  we  are  now  entered 
^.  I  foond  them  all  in  the  usual  strain,  and  I  beg 
wifftder  will  compare  their  manner  with  mine :  and 
^I  make  bold  to  tell  the  world  that  I  lay  the  whole 
a«it  of  my  ait  upon  the  truth  of  these  predictions; 

»AartteiByi  vaa  aaae  to  beaiege  Toulon  fai  1707,  but  it 


^  Br  OoQdady  8li0fvvl*s  Heal  was  wfMked  Oct.  IS,  1707. 


and  I  will  be  content  that  Partridge,  and  the  rest  of 
his  clan,  may  hoot  me  for  a  cheat  and  impostor  if  I 
fail  in  any  single  particular  of  moment  1  believe 
any  man  who  reads  this  paper  will  look  upon  m^  to 
be  at  least  a  person  of  as  much  honesty  and  under- 
standing as  a  common  maker  of  almanacks.  I  do  not 
lurk  in  the  dark ;  I  am  not  wholly  tmknown  in  the 
world ;  I  have  set  my  name  at  length  to  be  a  mark  of 
infiuny  to  mankind  if  they  diall  find  I  deceive 
them. 

In  one  &ing  I  must  desire  to  be  forgiven,  that  I  talk 
more  sparingly  of  home  afiairs ;  as  it  would  be  impru* 
dence  to  discover  secrets  of  state,  so  it  might  be 
dangerous  to  my  person;  but  in  sooaller  matters^  and 
such  as  are  not  of  public  consequence,  I  shall  be  very 
free :  and  the  truth  of  my  conjectures  wiU  as  much 
appear  from  these  as  the  other.  As  for  the  most  signal 
events  abroad  in  France,  Flanders,  Italy,  and  Spain,  I 
shall  make  no  scruple  to  predict  them  in  plain  terms : 
some  of  them  are  of  importance,  and  I  hope  I  shall 
seldom  mistake  the  day  they  will  hi^ipen ;  therefore  I 
think  good  to  inform  toe  ruder,  that  I  shall  all  along 
make  use  ot  the  old  style  observed  in  England,  which  I 
desire  he  will  compare  with  that  of  the  newspapers,  at 
the  time  they  relate  the  actions  I  mention. 

I  must  add  one  word  more ;  I  know  it  has  been  the 
opinion  of  several  learned  persons,  who  think  well 
enough  of  the  true  art  of  astrology,  that  the  stars  do 
only  incline,  and  not  force,  the  actions  or  wills  of  men ; 
and  therefore,  however  I  may  proceed  by  right  rules, 
yet  I  caimot  in  prudence  so  confidently  assure  the 
events  will  follow  exactly  as  I  predict  them. 

I  hope  I  have  maturely  considered  this  objection, 
which  in  some  cases  is  of  no  little  weight.  For 
example ;  a  man  may,  by  the  influence  of  an  over- 
ruling  planet,  be  disposed  or  inclined  to  lust,  rage,  or 
avarice,  and  yet  by  the  force  of  reason  overcome  that 
evil  influence ;  and  this  was  the  case  of  Socrates ;  but 
the  great  events  of  the  world  usually  depending  upon 
numbers  of  men,  it  cannot  be  expected  they  should  all 
unite  to  cross  their  inclinatians,  tor  pursuing  a  general 
design,  wherein  they  unanimously  agree.  Besides^ 
the  influence  of  the  stars  reaches  to  many  actions  and 
evente  which  are  not  any  way  in  the  power  of  reason ; 
as  sickness,  death,  and  what  we  commonly  call  acci- 
dents, with  many  more  needless  to  repeat 

But  now  it  is  time  to  proceed  to  my  predictions^ 
which  I  have  begun  to  calculate  from  the  time  that  the 
sun  enters  into  Aries.  And  this  1  take  to  be  properly 
the  beginning  of  the  natural  year.  I  pursue  them  to 
the  time  that  he  enters  Libra,  or  somewhat  more,  which 
is  the  busy  period  of  the  year.  The  remainder  I  have 
not  yet  adjusted,  upon  account  of  several  impedimente 
needless  here  to  mention :  besides,  I  must  remind  the 
reader  again,  that  this  is  but  a  specimen  of  what  I 
design  in  succeeding  years  to  treat  more  at  large,  if  I 
may  have  liberty  and  encouragement. 

My  first  prediction  is  but  a  trifle,  yet  I  will  mention 
it,  to  show  how  ignorant  those  sottish  pretenders  to 
astrology  are  in  their  own  concerns:  it  relates  to 
Partridge  the  almanack-maker.  I  have  consulted  the 
star  of  his  nativity  by  my  own  rules,  and  find  he  will 
infallibly  die  upon  the  29th  of  March  next,  about  eleven 
at  night,  of  a  raging  fever :  therefore  I  advise  him  to 
consider  of  it,  and  settle  his  affiiirs  in  time. 

The  month  of  April  will  be  observable  for  the  death 
of  many  great  persons.  On  the  4th  will  die  the 
cardinal  de  Noailles,  archbishop  of  Paris;  on  the  11th, 
the  young  prince  of  Asturias,  son  to  the  duke  of 
Anjou ;  on  toe  14th,  a  great  peer  of  this  realm  will  die 
at  his  country-house;  on  the  19th,  an  old  layman  of 
great  fame  for  learning ;  and  on  the  23rd,  an  eminent 
goldsmith  in  Lombard  Street.  I  could  mention  others, 
both  at  home  and  abroad,  if  I  did  not  consider  such 
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events  of  very  little  uae  or  instruction  to  the  reader,  or 
to  the  world. 

As  to  public  affairs :  on  the  7th  of  this  month  there 
wiH  be  an  insurrection  in  Dauphin^,  occasioned  by  the 
oppressions  of  the  people,  which  will  not  be  quieted  in 
some  months. 

On  the  15th  will  be  a  violent  storm  on  the  souHi-east 
coast  of  France,  which  will  destroy  many  of  their  ships, 
and  some  in  the  very  harbour. 

The  19th  will  be  famous  for  the  revolt  of  a  whole 
province  or  kingdom,  excepting  one  city,  by  which  the 
affairs  of  a  certain  prince  in  the  alliance  will  take  a 
better  face. 

May,  against  common  conjectures,  will  be  no  very 
busy  month  in  Europe,  but  very  signal  for  the  death  of 
the  Dauphin,  which  will  happen  on  the  7th,  after  a 
short  fit  of  sickness,  and  grievous  torments  with  the 
strangury.  He  die»  less  lamented  by  the  court  than 
the  kingdom. 

On  the  9&i,  a  mareschal  of  France  will  break  his  leg 
by  a  fall  from  his  horse.  I  have  not  beea  able  to  du- 
cover  whether  he  will  then  die  or  not. 

On  the  11th  will  begin  a  most  important  siege,  which 
the  eyes  of  all  Europe  will  be  upon  :  I  cannot  be  more 
particular ;  for,  in  relating  affairs  that  so  nearly  concern 
the  confederates,  and  consequently  this  kingdom,  1  am 
forced  to  confine  myself,  for  several  reasons  very  obvious 
to  the  reader. 

On  the  15th,  news  will  arrive  of  a  very  surprising 
event,  than  which,  nothing  can  be  more  unexpected. 

On  the  19th,  three  noble  ladies  of  this  kingdom  will, 
against  all  expectation,  prove  with  child,  to  the  great 
joy  of  their  husbands. 

On  the  23rd,  a  famous  buffoon  of  the  playhouse  will 
die  a  ridiculous  death,  suitable  to  bis  vocation. 

June.  This  month  will  be  distinguished  at  home  by 
the  utter  dispersing  of  those  ridiculous  deluded  enthu- 
siasts commonly  called  the  prophets;*  occasioned 
chiefly  by  seeing  the  time  come  when  many  of  their 
prophecies  should  be  fulfilled,  and  then  finding  them- 
selves deceived  by  contrary  events.  It  is  indeed  to  be 
admired,  bow  any  deceiver  can  be  so  weak  to  foretell 
things  near  at  hsmd,  when  a  very  few  months  must,  of 
necessity,  discover  the  imposture  to  all  the  world ;  in 
&is  point  less  prudent  than  common  almanack<makers, 
who  are  so  wise  to  wander  in  generals,  and  talk 
dubiously,  and  leave  to  the  reader  the  business  of  inter- 
pteting. 

On  the  1st  of  this  month  a  French  general  will  be 
killed  by  a  random  shot  of  a  cannon-ball. 

On  the  6th,  a  fire  will  break  out  in  the  suburbs  of 
Paris,  which  will  destroy  above  a  thousand  houses*, 
and  seems  to  be  the  foreboding  of  what  will  happen,  to 
the  surprise  of  all  Europe,  about  the  end  of  the  follow- 
ing month. 

On  the  lUth,  a  great  battle  will  be  fought,  which 
will  begin  at  four  of  the  clock  in  the  afternoon,  and 
last  till  nine  at  night,  with  great  obstinacy,  but  no  very 
decisive  event.  I  shall  not  name  the  place,  for  the 
reasons  aforesaid;  but  the  commanders  on  each  left 
wing  will  be  killed.  I  see  bonfires  and  hear  the  noise 
of  guns  far  a  victory. 

On  the  1 4th  there  will  be  a  false  report  of  the  French 
king's  death. 

On  the  20th,  cardinal  Portocarero  will  die  of  a 
dysentery,  with  great  suspicion  of  poison ;  but  the  report 
of  his  intention  to  revolt  to  king  Charles  will  prove 
false. 

July.  The  6th  of  this  month  a  certain  general  will, 
by  a  glorious  action,  recover  the  reputation  he  lost  by 
former  misfortunes. 

•  Tlie  Protestanta  in  Dauphine.  called  Caaiman,  being  driven 
mad  by  pcri^eiition,  became  of  coar.>e  enUiuaiasts,  and  mingled 
miradea  and  proplieries  with  their  rsligions  fenrout. 


On  the  12th,  a  great  commander  will  die  a  prisoner 
in  the  hands  of  his  enemies. 

On  the  Hth,  a  shameful  discovery  will  be  made  oft 
French  Jesuit  giving  poison  to  a  great  foreign  general ; 
and  when  he  is  put  to  the  torture,  he  will  make  wondflr- 
ful  discoveries. 

In  short,  tliis  will  prove  a  month  of  great  action,  if  I 
might  have  liberty  to  relate  the  particulars. 

At  home,  the  death  of  an  old  famous  senator  will 
happen  on  the  15th,  at  his  country-house,  worn  out  with 
age  and  diseases. 

But  that  which  will  make  this  month  memorable  to 
all  posterity,  is  tlie  death  of  die  French  king,  Louis 
XIV.,  after  a  week's  sickness,  at  Marii,  which 
will  happen  on  the  29th,  about  six  o'clock  in  the  even- 
ing. It  seems  to  be  an  effect  of  the  gout  in  the  stomach, 
followed  by  a  flux.  And,  in  three  (Lys  aftier,  Monsieur 
Chamillard  will  follow  his  master,  dying  suddenly  of 
an  apoplexy. 

In  this  month  likewise  an  ambassador  will  die  in 
London ;  but  I  cannot  assign  the  day. 

August  The  affairs  of  France  will  seem  to  saffo 
no  change  for  a  while  under  the  duke  of  Burguudrf 
administration;  but  the  genius  that  animated  the 
whole  machine  being  gone,  will  be  the  cause  of 
mighty  turns  and  revolutions  in  the  following  year. 
The  new  king  makes  yet  little  change  either  in  tlie 
army  or  the  ministry ;  but  the  libels  against  his  grand- 
father, that  fly  about  his  very  court,  give  him  uneasi* 
ness. 

I  see  an  express  in  mighty  haste,  with  joy  and 
wonder  in  his  looks,  arriving  by  break  of  day  on  the 
26th  of  this  month,  having  travelled  in  three  days  a 

frodigious  journey  by  land  and  sea.  In  the  evening 
hear  bells  and  guns,  and  see  the  blazing  of  a  thousand 
bonfires. 

A  young  admiral  of  noble  birth  does  likewise  this 
month  gain  immortal  honour  by  a  great  achievement 

The  aftairs  of  Poland  are  this  month  entirely  settled : 
Augustus  resigns  his  pretensions,  which  he  had  again 
taken  up  for  some  time ;  Stanislaus  is  peaceably  ycf 
sessed  of  the  throne ;  and  the  king  of  Sweden  declara 
for  the  emperor. 

I  cannot  omit  one  particular  accident  here  st 
home;  that  near  the  end  of  this  month  much  mi*- 
chief  will  be  done  at  Bartholomew  Fair,  by  the  fall  of 
a  booth. 

September.  This  month  begins  with  a  very  <a^ 
prising  fit  of  frosty  weather,  which  will  last  near  tveWe 
days. 

The  pop  having  long  languished  last  mondi,  the 
swellings  m  his  legs  breuiing,  and  the  flerii  mortifying, 
will  die  on  the  1 1th  instant :  and  in  three  weeks'  time. 
after  a  mighty  contest,  be  succeeded  by  a  cardinal  cf 
the  imperial  faction,  but  a  native  of  Tuscany,  who  is 
now  about  sixty-one  years  old. 

The  French  army  now  acts  wholly  on  the  defensire, 
strongly  fortified  m  their  trenches:  and  the  youn; 
French  king  sends  overtures  for  a  treaty  of  peace  by 
the  duke  of  Mantua,  which,  because  it  i»  a  matter  of 
state  that  concerns  us  here  at  home,  I  shall  speak  w 
further  of. 

I  shall  add  but  one  prediction  more,  and  that  in 
mystical  terms,  which  shall  be  included  in  a  verse  out 
of  Virgil — 

Alter  exit  Jam  Tetbya,  et  altera,  qua  vehat,  ATgo. 
Delectoa  nnoaa. 
Upon  the  25th  day  of  this  month,  the  fulfilling  of 
Ibis  prediction  will  be  manifest  to  everybody. 

This  is  the  fiirthest  I  have  proceeded  in  my  ealrula- 
tions  for  the  present  year.  1  do  not  pretend  that  these 
are  all  the  ffreat  events  which  will  hapnen  in  /•»»» 
period,  but  that  those  I  have  set  down  will  infallibir 
come  to  pass.    It  will  perhaps  still  be  objected,  why  I 
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have  ooC  fpoke  more  particularly  of  affain  at  home, 
or  of  thesacceat  of  our  armies  abroad,  which  I  might, 
and  could  rery  largely  have  done ;  but  those  iu  power 
hare  viiely  diocouraged  men  from  meddling  in  pub- 
lic cDocem^  and  I  was  resolved  by  no  means  to  give 
the  least  offence.    This  I  will  venture  to  say,  that  it 
vill  be  a  glorious  campaign  for  the  allies,  wherein 
the  Euglish  forces,  both  by  sea  and  land,  will  have 
their  full  share  of  honour :   that  her  majesty  queen 
Anne  will  continue  in  health  and  prosperity :    and 
that  no  ill  accident  will  arrive  to  any  in  the  chief 
miuiftry. 

As  to  the  particular  events  I  have  mentioned,  the 
Kider  may  judge,  by  the  fulfilling  of  them,  whether 
I  am  on  the  level  with  common  astrologers ;  who,  with 
so  old  paltry  cant,  and  a  few  pot-hooks  for  ulanets  to 
amoie  the  vulgar,  have,  in  my  opinion,  too  long  been 
niflmd  to  abuse  the  world :  but  an  honest  physician 
ought  not  to  be  despised  because  Uiere  are  such  tilings 
u  mountebanks^  1  hope  I  have  some  share  of  reputa- 
tion, which  I  would  not  willingly  forfeit  for  a  frolic  or 
humour :  and  I  believe  no  gentleman  who  reads  this 
paper  will  look  upon  it  to  be  of  the  same  cast  or  mould 
with  the  common  scribbles  that  are  every  day  hawked 
ab.jut.  Hy  fortune  has  placed  me  above  the  little  regard 
of  writing  for  a  few  pence,  which  I  neither  value  nor 
sant :  titerefore  let  not  wise  men  too  hastily  condemn 
thi4  essay,  intended  for  a  good  design,  to  cultivate  and 
improve  an  ancient  art,  long  in  disgrace  by  having 
fallen  into  mean  unskilful  hands.  A  litUe  time  will 
drtwrnine  whether  I  have  deceived  others  or  myself : 
uid  I  think  it  no  very  unreasonable  request,  that  men 
would  please  to  sus^nd  their  judgmento  till  then.  I 
vas  once  of  the  opinion  with  those  who  despise  all  pre- 
dictions  from  the  stars,  till,  in  Uie  year  1686,  a  man  of 
quality  showed  me,  written  in  his  aAum,  that  the  most 
i^imed  astronomer,  captain  Halley,  assured  him  he 
•wJd  never  believe  anyUiing  of  the  stars*  influence,  if 
there  were  not  a  great  revolution  in  England  in  the 
year  1688.  Since  that  time  I  began  to  have  other 
thoughts,  and  after  eighteen  years'  diligent  study  and 
ApplicatioQ,  I  think  I  have  no  reason  to  repent  of  my 
Vtuu.  I  shall  detain  the  reader  no  longer  than  to  let 
him  know,  tb^t  the  account  I  design  to  give  of  next 
Tor'i  events,  shall  take  in  the  principal  affairs  that 
l^S^  in  Europe ;  and  if  I  be  denied  tiie  liberty  of 
offering  it  to  my  own  country,  I  shall  appeal  to  the 
leaned  world,  by  publishing  it  in  Latin,  and  giving 
wdtt  to  have  it  printed  in  Holland. 
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•out  lErLBCTIONS  UPON  MB.  BICKERSTAPF  8  PREDIC- 
TIONS FOR  THE  YEAR  MOCCVIII. 

BY  A  PERSON  OF  QUALITY. 


I  hati  not  observed,  for  some  years  past,  any  insig- 
ouicant  paper  to  have  made  more  noise,  or  be  more 
pwdily  bought,  than  that  of  tiiese  predictions.  They 
^  the  wonder  of  the  common  people,  an  amusement 
«*  the  better  sort,  and  a  jest  only  to  the  wise ;  yet 
jwwij  these  last,  I  have  heard  some  very  much  in 
?<wht  whether  Uie  author  meant  to  deceive  others  or 
"deceived  himself.  Whoever  he  was,  he  seems  to 
Hje  with  great  art  adjusted  his  paper  botii  to  please 
«e  rabble  and  to  entertain  persons  of  condition.  The 
^ter  ia,  without  question,  a  gentleman  of  wit  and 
Idling,  although  the  piece  seems  hastily  written  in  a 
naden  frolic,  with  the  scornful  thought  of  the  pleasure 
he  win  have  in  putting  this  great  town  into  a  wonder- 
Bunt  about  nothing :  nor  do  I  doubt  but  he  and  his 
^"^^^  in  the  secret  laugh  often  and  plentifully  in  a 
^'^i  to  reflect  bow  many  hundred  thousand  fools 
^  have  already  made.    And  he  has  them  fast  for 


some  time :  for  so  tbey  are  likely  to  continue  until  his 
prophecies  begin  to  fail  in  the  events.  Nay,  it  is  a 
great  question  whether  the  miscarriage  of  the  two  or 
three  first  will  so  entirely  undeceive  people  as  to  hin- 
der them  from  expecting  the  accomplishment  of  the 
rest.  I  doubt  not  but  some  thousands  of  these  papers 
are  carefully  preserved  by  as  many  persons,  to  confront 
with  the  events,  and  try  whether  the  astrologer  exactly 
keeps  the  day  and  hour.  And  these  I  take  to  be  Mr. 
BicKerstaflTs  choicest  cullies,  for  whose  sake  chiefly  he 
writ  his  amusement.  Meanwhile  he  has  seven  weeks 
good,  during  which  time  the  world  is  to  be  kept  in 
suspense :  for  it  is  so  long  before  the  almanack-maker 
is  to  die,  which  is  the  first  prediction;  and,  if  that 
fellow  happens  to  be  a  splenetic  visionary  fop,  or  has 
any  faith  in  his  own  art,  the  prophecy  may  punctually 
come  to  pass  by  very  natural  means.  As  a  gentleman 
of  my  acquaintance,  who  was  ill  used  by  a  mercer  in 
town,  wrote  him  a  letter  in  an  unknown  hand,  to  give 
him  notice  that  care  had  been  taken  to  convey  a  slow 
poison  into  his  drink,  which  would  infallibly  kill  him 
in  a  month ;  after  which,  the  man  began  in  earnest  to 
languish  and  decay,  by  the  mere  strength  of  imagina- 
tion, and  would  certainly  have  died,  if  care  had  not 
been  taken  to  undeceive  him,  before  the  jest  went  too 
far.  The  like  effect  upon  Partridge  would  wonder- 
fully rise  Mr.  Bickerstaffw-  reputation  for  a  fortnight 
longer,  until  we  could  hear  rrom  France  whether  the 
cardinal  de  Noailles  were  dead  or  alive  upon  the  4th 
of  April,  which  is  the  second  of  his  predictions. 

For  a  piece  so  carelessly  written,  the  observations 
upon  astrology  are  reasonable  and  pertinent,  the  re- 
marks just ;  and  as  the  paper  is  partly  desinied,  in  my 
opinion,  for  a  satire  upon  the  credulity  of  the  vulgar, 
and  that  idle  itch  of  peeping  into  futurities ;  so  it  is 
no  more  than  what  we  all  of  us  deser\'e.  And,  since 
we  must  be  teased  with  perpetual  hawkers  of  strange 
and  wonderful  things,  I  sm  glad  to  see  a  man  of  sense 
find  leisure  and  humour  to  take  up  the  trade,  for  his 
own  and  our  diversion.  To  speak  in  the  town  phrase, 
it  is  a  bite ;  he  has  fully  had  his  jest,  and  may  be  satis- 
fied. 

I  very  much  approve  the  serioiu  air  he  gives  him- 
self in  his  introduction  and  conclusion,  which  has  gone 
far  to  give  some  people,  of  no  mean  rank,  an  opinion 
that  £e  author  oelieves  himself.  He  tells  us,  **  He 
places  the  whole  credit  of  his  art  on  the  truth  of  these 
predictions,  and  will  be  content  to  be  hooted  by 
Partridge  and  the  rest  for  a  cheat,  if  he  fails  in  any 
one  particular,**  with  several  other  strains  of  the  same 
kino,  wherein  I  perfectly  believe  him  ;  and  that  he  is 
very  indifferent  whether  Isaac  BickerstaflT  be  a  mark  of 
infamy  or  not.  But  it  seems,  although  he  has  joined 
an  odd  surname  to  no  very  common  Christian  one,  that 
in  this  large  town  there  is  a  man  found  to  own  both 
the  names,  although,  I  believe,  not  the  paper. 

I  believe  it  is  no  small  mortification  to  this  gentle- 
man astrologer,  as  well  as  his  bookseller,  to  find  their 
piece,  which  tiiey  sent  out  in  a  tolerable  print  and 
paper,  immediately  seized  on  by  three  or  four  inter- 
loping printers  of  Grub-street,  the  title  stufl*ed  with  an 
abstract  of  the  whole  matter,  together  witii  the 
standard  epithets  of  strange  and  wonderful^  the  price 
brought  down  a  full  half,  which  was  but  a  penny  in 
its  prime,  and  bawled  about  by  hawkers  of  the  inferior 
class,  with  the  concluding  cadence  of  "  A  halfpenny  a 
piece!"  But  ticcecidii  Phaeton;  and,  to  comfort  him 
a  little,  this  production  of  mine  will  have  the  same 
fate ;  to-morrow  will  my  ears  be  grated  by  the  little 
boys  and  wenches  in  straw  hats;  and  I  must  a  hundred 
times  undergo  the  mortification  to  have  my  own  work 
offered  me  to  sale  at  an  under  value.  Then,  which  is 
a  great  deal  worse,  my  acquaintance  in  the  coffeehouse 
will  ask  me  whether  I   have  seen  the  "Answer  to 
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^Squire  Bickentaff*s  Predictions,'*  and  whether  I  knew 
the  puppy  that  writ  it ;  and  how  to  keep  a  man's  coun- 
tenance in  such  a  juncture  is  no  easy  point  of  conduct. 
When,  in  this  case,  you  see  a  roan  shy  either  in  praising 
or  condemning,  ready  to  turn  ofT  the  discourse  to  an- 
other subject,  standing  as  little  in  the  light  as  he  can  to 
hide  his  blushing,  pretending  to  sneeze,  or  take  snuff,  or 
go  off  as  if  sudden  business  called  him ;  then  ply  him 
close,  observe  his  look  narrowly,  see  whether  his  speech 
be  constrained  or  affected,  then  charge  him  suddenly, 
or  whisper  and  smile,  and  you  will  soon  discover 
whether  he  be  guilty.  Although  this  seem  not  the 
purpose  I  am  discoursing  on,  yet  I  think  it  to  be  so ; 
for  I  am  much  deceived  if  I  do  not  know  the  true 
author  of  **  Bickerstaff's  Pkedictions,"  and  did  not  meet 
with  him  some  days  ago  in  a  coffeehouse  at  Covent 
Garden. 

As  to  the  matter  of  the  predictions  themselves,  T  shall 
not  enter  upon  the  examination  of  them  ;  but  think  it 
very  incumbent  upon  the  learned  Mr.  Partridge  to  fake 
them  into  his  consideration,  and  lay  as  many  errors  in 
astrology  as  possible  to  Mr.  Bickerstaff's  account.  He 
may  justly,  I  think,  challenge  the  'squire  to  publish  the 
calculation  he  has  made  of  Partridge's  nativity,  by  the 
credit  of  which  he  so  determinately  pronounces  the 
time  and  the  manner  of  his  death ;  and  Mr.  Bickerstaff 
can  do  no  less,  in  honour,  than  give  Mr.  Partridge  the 
same  advantage  of  calculating  bis,  by  sending  him  an 
account  of  the  time  and  place  of  his  birth,  with  other 
particulars  necessary  for  such  a  work.  By  which,  no 
doubt,  the  learned  world  will  be  engaged  in  the  dis- 
Dute,  and  take  part  on  each  side  accotding  as  they  are 
inclined. 

I  should  likewise  advise  Mr.  Partridge  to  inquire, 
why  Mr.  Bickerstaff  does  not  so  much  as  offer  at  one 
prediction  to  be  fulfilled  until  two  months  after  the 
time  of  publishing  his  paper.  I'his  looks  a  little  sus- 
picious, as  if  he  were  desirous  to  keep  the  world  in  play 
as  long  as  he  decently  could ;  else  it  were  hard  he  could 
not  anord  us  one  prediction  between  this  and  the  29th 
of  March ;  which  is  not  so  fair  dealings  as  we  have  even 
from  Mr.  Partridge  and  his  brethren,  who  give  us  their 
predictions  (such  as  they  are  indeed)  for  every  month 
in  the  year. 

There  is  one  passage  in  Mr.  Bickerstaff's  paper  that 
seems  to  be  as  high  a  strain  of  assurance  as  I  have 
anywhere  met  with :  it  is  that  prediction  for  the 
month  of  June  which  relates  to  the  French  prophets 
here  in  town ;  where  he  tells  us,  **  They  will  utterly 
disperse,  by  seeing  the  time  come,  wherein  their  pro- 
phecies should  be  fulfilled,  and  then  finding  them- 
selves deceived  by  contrary  events."  Upon  which  he 
adds,  with  great  reason,  **his  wonder  how  any  de- 
ceiver can  be  so  weak  to  foretell  things  near  at  band, 
when  a  very  few  months  must  discover  the  imposture 
to  all  the  world."  This  is  spoken  with  a  great  deal 
of  affected  unconcemedness,  as  if  he  would  have  us 
think  himself  to  be  not  under  the  least  apprehension, 
that  the  same  in  two  months  will  be  his  own  case. 
With  respect  to  the  gentleman,  I  do  not  remember  to 
have  heard  of  so  refined  and  pleasant  a  piece  of  im- 
pudence; which  I  hope  the  author  will  not  resent  as 
an  uncivil  word,  becapse  I  am  sure  I  enter  into  his 
taste,  and  take  it  as  he  meant  it.  However,  he 
half  deserves  a  reprimand  for  writing  with  so  much 
scorn  and  contempt  for  the  understandings  of  tiie  ma- 
jority. 

For  the  month  of  Jul  j,  he  tells  us  '^  of  a  general  who, 
by  a  glorious  action,  will  recover  the  reputation  he  lost 
by  former  misfortmies."  This  is  commonly  understood 
to  be  lord  Galwav;  who,  if  he  be  already  dead,  as 
some  newspapers  have  it,  Mr.  Bickerstaff  has  made  a 
trip.  But  this  I  do  not  much  insist  on ;  for  it  is  hard 
if  another  general  cannot  be  found  under  the  same  cir- 


cumstances to  whom  this  prediction  may  be  as  well 
applied. 

The^French  king's  deadi  is  very  punctually  related ; 
but  it"  was  unfortunate  to  make  him  die  at  Msrli, 
where  he  never  goes  at  that  season  of  the  year,  as  I 
observed  myself  during  three  years  I  passed  in  that 
kingdom:  and  discoursing  some  months  ago  with 
Monsieur  Tallard  about  the  French  court,  I  find  that 
king  never  goes  to  Marli  for  any  time,  but  about  the 
season  of  hunting  there,  which  is  not  till  August  So 
that  there  was  an  unlucky  slip  of  Mr.  Bickerstaff  for 
want  of  foreign  education. 

He  concludes  with  resuming  his  promise  of  publiih- 
ing  entire  predictions  for  next  year;  of  which  tne  other 
astrologers  need  not  be  in  very  much  pain.  I  suppose 
we  shall  have  them  much  about  the  same  time  with 
"  The  General  History  of  Ears."  I  believe  we  hwe 
done  with  him  for  ever  in  this  kind ;  and  though  I  am 
no  astrologer,  may  venture  to  prophecy  that  Isaac 
Bickerstaff,  esq.,  is  now  dead,  and  died  just  at  the 
time  his  *'  Predictions  *'  were  ready  for  the  press :  that  he 
dropped  out  of  the  clouds  about  nine  days  ago,  and.  in 
about  four  hours  after,  mounted  up  thither  again  liU 
a  vapour ;  and  will,  one  day  or  other,  perhaps,  descend 
a  second  time  when  he  has  some  new,  agreeable,  or 
amusing  whimsy  to  pass  upon  the  town  ;  wherein  it  is 
very  probable  he  will  succeed  as  often  as  he  is  dis]x«ed 
to  try  the  experiment ;  that  is,  as  long  as  he  can  nresem 
a  thorough  contempt  for  his  own  time  and  other 
people's  understandings,  and  is  resolved  not  to  Uugfa 
cheaper  than  at  the  expense  of  a  million  of  people. 


THE  ACCOMPUSHMENT 

OP  THB  FIRST  OF 

MR.  BICKERSTAFF'S  PREDICTIONS, 

BEING 
AN  ACCOUNT  OF  THE  DEATH  OF  MR.  PARTRIDGE 
THE  ALMANACK-MAKER.  UPON  THE  2frrH  INSTANT. 
IN  A  LETTER  TO  A  PERSON  OF  HONOUR. 

WBITTEN  IN  TUB  YBAB  1708. 


My  Loro,  in  obedience  to  your  Lordsbip^s  commands, 
as  well  as  to  satisfy  my  own  curiosity;  I  have  ion* 
days  past  inquired  constantly  after  Partridge  the  alma* 
nack-maker,  of  whom  it  was  foretold  in  "  Mr.  Bicke^ 
staff's  Predictions/'  published  about  a  month  agu,  tbsl 
he  should  die  the  2$th  instant,  about  eleven  at  ntgfat, 
of  a  raging  fever.  1  had  some  sort  of  knowledge  of 
him  when  I  was  employed  in  the  revenue,  because  he 
used  every  year  to  present  me  with  his  almanack,  u  be 
did  other  gentlemen,  upon  the  score  of  some  little  gra- 
tuity we  gave  him.  I  saw  him  accidentally  once  or 
twice  about  ten  days  before  he  died,  and  obser^'ed  He 
began  very  much  to  droop  and  languish,  though  I  hear 
his  friends  did  not  seem  to  apprehend  him  in  *^1 
danger.  About  two  or  three  days  ago  he  grew  ill*  ^^ 
confined  first  to  hia  chamber,  and  in  a  few  hours  af^ 
to  his  bed,  where  Dr.  Case  •  and  Mrs.  Kirleua  were 
sent  for  to  visit  and  to  prescribe  to  him.  Upon  tbu 
intelligence  I  sent  thrice  every  day  one  servant  or  other 
to  inquire  after  hia  health  j  and  yeaterday,  about  four 
in  the  afternoon,  word  was  brought  me,  "  that  he  w«i 
past  hopes  r  upon  which  I  prevailed  widi  iny»«lyj 
go  and  see  him,  partly  out  of  commiseratioot  and,  I 
confess,  partly  out  of  curiosity.  He  knew  me  v^J 
well,  seemed  aurprised  at  my  condescension,  and  nade 
me  compliments  upon  it,  as  well  as  he  could  in  tn« 
condition  he  was.  The  people  about  him  aaid,  "  W 
had  been  for  some  time  delirious ;"  but  wben  I  «* 
him  he  had  his  understanding  as  well  as  ever  I  knew, 

>  John  GMe  waa  many  ymrt  a  noted  practitiooer  tn  phvide 
and  astrology.  He  waa  looked  npon  aa  the  auccemr  of  Lu^l 
and  of  Saflfold. 
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■m}  ipoke  itroQg  o&d  hearty,  without  any  seeming  un- 

eaiinea  or  constraint     After  I  had  told  him  *'  how 

wnj  1  vu  to  aee  him  in  those  melancholy  circum> 

itancei,*'  sod  said  some  other  civilities  suitable  to  the 

occmoD,  I  desired   him  *'  to  tell  me  freely  and  in- 

gcoaously  whether  the  predictions  Mr.  BickeivtafThad 

publiiiied  relating    to  his  death  had  not  too  much 

tStcted  and  worked  on  his  imagination/'    He  con- 

ftwd, "  he  had  often  had  it  in  his  head,  but  never 

with  much  apprehension  till  about  a  fortnight  before ; 

fiooe  which  bme  it  had  the  perpetual  possession  of  his 

miud  snd  dioughts,  and  he  did  verily  believe  was  the 

true  nstm«l  cause  of  his  present  distemper :  fur/'  said 

he,  **  I  am  thoroughly  persuaded,  and  I  think  I  hare 

rerj  good  reasons,  that  Mr.  Bickerstaff  spoke  altogether 

bj  gaeii,  and  knew  no  more  what  will  happen  this 

jear  than  I  did  myself.*' 

I  tuld  bim  **  his  discourse  sunnrised  me ;  and  I  would 
bp  gUd  he  were  iu  a  state  of  health  to  be  able  to  tell 
me  what  reason  he  had  to  be  convinced  of  Mr.  Bicker- 
stafTi  ig:norance.*^  He  replied,  "  I  am  a  poor  ignorant 
fellow,  bred  to  a  mean  trade,  yet  I  have  sense  enough 
to  kijov  that  all  pretences  of  foretelling  by  astrology 
are  deceit^  for  this  manifest  reason;  because  the  wise 
sttl  the  learned,  who  can  only  judge  whether  there  be 
thj  truth  in  this  science,  do  all  unanimously  agree  to 
IsQgfa  at  and  despise  it ;  and  none  but  the  poor  igno- 
nut  Tolgar  give  it  any  credit,  and  that  only  upon  the 
■ordofsoch  silly  wretches  as  I  and  my  fellows  who 
can  hardly  write  or  read."  I  then  asked  him,  '^  why 
bt  had  not  calculated  hia  own  nativity,  to  see  whether 
it  agreed  with  BickerstafiTs  prediction  f '  At  which  he 
■hook  his  bead,  and  said,  **  Oh !  sir,  this  is  no  time  for 
jetfing«  but  for  repenting  those  fooleries,  as  I  do  now 
fiom  the  very  bottom  of  my  heart.'' — "  By  what  I  can 
gad)er  from  you,"  said  I,  "  the  observations  and  pre- 
dictions yott  printed  with  your  almanacks  were  mere 
inpositioos  on  the  people."  He  replied,  "  If  it  were 
odierviae,  I  ahould  have  the  less  to  answer  for.  We 
have  a  common  form  for  all  those  things  :  as  to  fore- 
telling the  weather,  we  never  meddle  with  that,  but  leave 
it  to  the  printer,  who  takes  it  out  of  any  old  almanack 
ai  he  thinks  fit ;  tiie  rest  was  my  own  invention,  to 
Bike  my  almanack  sell,  having  a  wife  to  maintain 
And  DO  other  way  to  get  my  bread ;  for  mending  old 
*^  ia  a  poor  livelihood  ;  and,"  added  be,  sighing,  '*  I 
vnfa  I  may  not  have  done  more  mischief  by  my  physic 
than  my  astrology  ;  though  I  had  some  good  receipts 
^lum  my  grandmother,  and  my  own  compositions  were 
nth  u  1  thought  could  at  least  do  no  hurt." 

I  had  Bome  other  discourse  widi  him,  which  I  now 
csanot  call  to  mind;  and  I  fear  have  already  tired 
Tour  lordship.  I  shall  only  add  one  circumstance, 
that  on  hia  death-bed  he  declared  himself  a  noncon- 
formift,  and  had  a  fanatic  preacher  to  be  his  spiritual 
fCuidc.  Aitsr  half  an  hour's  conversation  I  took  my 
hare,  being  almost  stifled  with  the  closeness  of  the 
nxna*  I  imagined  he  could  not  hold  out  long,  and 
therefore  widulrew  to  a  little  cofleehouse  hard  by, 
^v^ng  a  servant  at  the  house  with  orders  to  come  im- 
B^iatcly  and  tell  me,  as  near  as  he  could,  the  minute 
vhen  Partridge  should  expire,  which  was  not  above 
two  hours  afher;  when,  looking  upon  my  watch,  I 
^nd  it  to  be  about  five  minutes  after  seven ;  by 
which  it  is  dear  that  Mr.  BickentaflT  was  mistaken 
ahnost  four  hours  in  his  calculation.  In  the  other  cir- 
cmnatitioca  he  was  exact  enough.  But  whether  he  has 
heen  the  caose  of  this  poor  man's  death,  as  well  as  the 
pedictor,  may  be  very  reasonably  disputed.  However, 
It  must  be  confessed  the  matter  is  odd  enough,  whether 
we  ihoald  endeavour  to  account  for  it  by  chance  or 
the  effect  of  imagination  :  for  my  own  part,  though  I 
helievs  no  man  has  lest  faith  in  these  matters,  yet  I 
dall  wait  with  some  impatience,  and  not  without  some 


expectation,  the  fulfilling  of  Mr.  Bickentalfs  second 
prediction,  that  the  cardinal  de  NoaiUes  is  to  die  upon 
the  4th  of  April;  and  if  that  should  be  verified  as 
exactly  as  this  of  poor  Partridge,  I  must  own  I  should 
be  wholly  surprised  and  at  a  loss,  and  should  infallibly 
expect  the  accomplishment  of  all  the  rest. 

'SQUIRE  BICKERSTAFF  DETECTED  ; 

OR,  THE 

ASTROLOGICAL  IMPOSTOR  CONVICTED. 

BT  JOHNTPARTRIDGB, 

STUDBNT  IN  PHYSIC  AND  ASTROLOGY. 


It  is  hard,  my  dear  countrymen  of  these  united  n^ 
tions,  it  is  very  hard  that  a  Briton  bom,  a  Protestant 
astrologer,  a  man  of  revolution  pinciples,  an  assertor 
of  the  liberty  and  property  of  the  people,  should  cry 
out  in  vain  fur  juatice  against  a  Frenchman,  a  papist, 
and  an  illiterate  pretender  to  science,  that  woula  blast 
my  reputation,  most  inhumanly  bury  me  alive,  and 
defraud  my  native  country  of  &iose  services  which,  in 
my  donble  capacity,  I  daily  offer  the  public. 

What  great  provocations  I  have  received  let  the  im- 
partial reader  judge,  and  how  unwillingly,  even  in  my 
own  defence,  I  now  enter  the  lists  against  falsehood, 
ignorance,  and  envy ;  but  I  am  exasperated,  at  length, 
to  drag  out  this  Cacus  from  the  den  of  obscurity  where 
he  lu»s,  detect  him  by  the  light  of  those  stars  he  has 
so  impudently  traduc^,  and  show  there  is  not  a 
monster  in  the  skies  so  pernicious  and  malevolent  to 
mankind  as  an  ignorant  pretender  to  physic  and  astro- 
logy. I  shall  not  directlv  fall  on  the  many  gross 
errors,  nor  expose  the  notorious  absurdities  of  this  pros- 
titute libeller,  till  I  have  let  the  learned  world  fairly 
into  the  controversy  depending,  and  then  leave  the  un- 
prejudiced to  judge  of  the  merits  and  justice  of  my 
cause. 

It  was  toward  the  conclusion  of  the  year  1707,  when 
an  impudent  pamphlet  crept  into  the  world,  entitled, 
'*  Precuctions,  &c.,  by  Isaac  Bickerstaff,  Esq."  Among 
the  many  arrogant  assertions  laid  down  by  that  lying 
spirit  of  divination,  he  was  pleased  to  pitch  on  the  car- 
dinal de  NoaiUes  and  myself,  among  many  other  emi- 
nent and  illustrious  persons,  that  were  to  die  within 
the  compass  of  the  ensuing  feu ;  and  peremptorily 
fixes  the  month,  dav,  and  hour,  of  our  deaths:  this,  I 
think,  is  sporting  witii  great  men,  and  public  spirits,  to 
the  scandal  of  religion,  and  reproach  of  power;  and  if 
sovereign  princes  and  astrologers  must  make  diversion 
for  the  vulgar — why  then  farewell,  say  I,  to  all  govern- 
ments, ecclesiastical  and  civil.  But,  I  thank  my 
better  stars,  I  am  alive  to  confront  this  false  and  auds^ 
cious  predictor,  and  to  make  him  rue  the  hour  he  ever 
affronted  a  man  of  science  and  resentment  The  car- 
dinal may  take  what  measures  he  pleases  with  him ;  as 
his  excellency  is  a  foreigner,  and  a  Papist,  he  has  no 
reason  to  rely  on  me  for  his  justification ;  I  shall  only 
assure  the  world  he  is  alive:  but  as  he  was  bred  to 
lettors  and  is  master  of  a  pen,  let  him  use  it  in  his  own 
defence.  In  the  mean  time  I  shall  present  the  public 
with  a  faithful  narrative  of  the  ungenerous  treatment 
and  hard  usage  I  have  received  from  the  virulent 
papers  and  malicious  practices  of  this  pretended 
as^loger. 


A  TBUE  AND  IMPARTIAL  ACXX)UNT  OF  THE  PRO- 
CEEDINGS OF  ISAAC  BICKERSTAFF,  ESQ.. 
AGAINST  HE. 


The  28th  of  March,  atmo  Dom,  1708,  being  the 
night  this  sham  prophet  had  so  impudently  fixed  for 
my  last,  which  made  little  impression  on  myself;  but 
I  cannot  answer  for  my  whole  fiunily ;  for  my  wife> 
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with  concern  more  than  usual,  preyailed  on  me  to  take 
somewhat  to  sweat  for  a  cold ;  and  between  the  hours 
of  eight  and  nine,  to  go  to  bed :  the  maid,  as  she  was 
warming  my  bed,  with  a  curiosity  natural  to  young 
wenches,  runs  to  the  window,  and  asks  of  one  passing 
the  street,  who  the  bell  tolled  for!  Dr.  Partridge, 
says  he,  the  famous  almanack-maker,  who  died  sud- 
denly this  evening :  the  poor  girl,  provoked,  told  him 
he  lied  like  a  rascal ;  ih,e  other  very  sedately  replied, 
the  sexton  had  so  informed  him,  and  if  false,  he  was  to 
blame  for  imposing  upon  a  stranger.  She  asked  a 
second,  and  a  third,  as  they  passed,  and  every  one  was 
in  the  same  tone.  Now,  I  do  not  say  these  are  accom- 
plices to  a  certain  astrological  'squire,  and  that  one 
bickerstaff  might  be  sauntering  thereabout,  l)ecause 
I  will  assert  nothing  here  but  what  I  dare  attest  for 
plain  matter  of  fact.  My  wife  at  tliis  fell  into  a 
violent  disorder,  and  I  must  own  I  was  a  little  discom- 
posed at  the  oddness  of  the  accident  In  the  mean  time 
one  knocks  at  my  door ;  Betty  runs  down,  and  opening, 
finds  a  sober,  grave  person,  who  modestly  inquires  if 
this  was  Dr.  Partridge's  f  She,  taking  him  for  some 
cautious  city  patient,  that  came  at  that  time  for  pri- 
vacy, shows  him  into  the  dining-room.  As  soon  as  I 
could  compose  myself,  I  went  to  him,  and  was  sur- 
prised to  find  my  gendeman  mounted  on  a  table  with 
a  two-foot  rule  in  his  hand,  measuring  my  walls,  and 
taking  the  dimensions  of  the  room.  Pray,  sir,  says  I, 
not  to  interrupt  you,  have  you  any  business  with  met 
— Only,  sir,  replies  he,  order  tlie  girl  to  bring  me  a 
better  light,  for  this  is  but  a  very  dim  one. — ^^ir,  says 
I,  my  name  is  Partridge. — Oh  I  the  doctor's  brother, 
belike,  cries  he ;  the  staircase,  I  believe,  and  these  two 
apartments  hung  in  close  mourning,  will  be  sufficient, 
and  only  a  strip  of  bays  round  the  other  rooms.  I1ie 
doctor  must  needs  die  rich,  he  had  great  dealings  in 
his  way  for  many  years ;  if  he  had  no  family  coat,  you 
had  as  good  use  the  escutcheons  of  the  company,  they 
are  as  showish,  and  will  look  as  magnificent  as  if  he 
was  descended  from  the  blood  royal. — With  that  I  as- 
sumed a  greater  air  of  authority,  and  demanded  who 
employed  him,  or  how  he  came  there? — Why,  I  was 
sent;  sir,  by  the  company  of  undertakers,  says  be,  and 
they  were  employed  by  the  honest  gentleman  who  is 
executor  to  the  good  doctor  departed ;  and  our  rascally 
porter,  I  believe,  is  fallen  fast  asleep  with  the  black 
cloth  and  sconces,  or  he  had  been  here,  and  we  might 
have  been  tacking  up  by  this  time. — Sir,  says  I,  pray 
be  advised  by  a  friend,  and  make  the  best  of  your  speed 
out  of  my  doors,  for  I  hear  my  wife  s  voice,  (which  by 
tlie  by  is  pretty  distinguishable,)  and  in  that  comer  of 
the  room  stands  a  good  cudgel,  which  somebody  has 
felt  before  now;  if  that  light  in  her  hands,  and  the  know 
the  business  you  come  about,  without  consulting  the 
stars,  I  can  assure  you  it  will  be  employed  very  much 
to  the  detriment  of  your  person. — Sir,  cries  he,  bowing 
with  great  civility,  I  perceive  extreme  grief  for  the  loss 
of  the  doctor  disorders  you  a  little  at  present,  but 
early  in  the  morning  I  will  wait  on  you  with  all  the 
necessary  materials. — Now,  I  mention  no  Bickerstaff; 
nor  do  1  say  that  a  certain  star-gazing  'squire  has  been 
playing  my  executor  before  his  time ;  but  I  leave  the 
world  to  judge,  and  he  that  puts  things  and  things 
fairly  together,  will  nut  be  much  wide  of  the  mark. 

Well,  once  more  I  got  my  doors  closed,  and  pre- 
pared for  bed,  in  hopes  of  a  little  repose  after  so  many 
ruffling  adventures ;  just  as  I  was  putting  out  my  light 
in  order  to  do  it,  another  bounces  as  hard  as  he  can 
knock ;  I  open  the  window,  and  ask  who  is  there,  and 
what  he  wants  f  I  am  Ned  the  sexton,  replies  he,  and 
come  to  know  whether  the  doctor  left  any  orders  for  a 
funeral  sermon,  and  where  he  is  to  be  laid,  and  whetlier 
his  grave  is  to  be  pkin  or  bricked? — Why,  sirrah,  says 
If  you  know  me  well  enough;  you  know  I  am  not 


dead,  and  how  dare  you  affront  me  after  this  manner^ 
— Alack-a-day,  sir,  replies  the  fellow,  why  it  is  in 
print,  and  the  whole  town  knows  you  are  dead :  whj 
there  is  Mr.  White  the  joiner  is  but  fitting  screws  to 
your  coffin,  he  will  be  here  with  it  in  an  instaiit ;  he 
was  afraid  you  would  have  wanted  it  before  this  time. 
Sirrah,  sirrah,  says  I,  you  shall  know  to-morrow,  to  your 
cost,  that  I  am  alive,  and  alive  like  to  be! — Why,  it  i« 
strange,  sir,  says  he,  you  should  make  such  a  secret  of 
your  death  to  us  that  are  your  neighbours;  it  loolua« 
if  you  had  a  design  to  defraud  the  church  of  its  duff; 
and,  let  me  tell  you,  for  one  that  has  lived  so  long  bj 
the  heavens,  that  is  unhandsomely  doue. — Hist,  hi<. 
says  another  rogue  that  stood  by  him ;  away,  doctor, 
into  your  flannel  gear  as  fast  as  you  can,  for  herr  ii  a 
uhole  pack  of  dismals  coming  to  you  with  their  black 
equipage,  and  how  indecent  will  it  look  for  you  to 
stana  frightening  folks  at  your  window  when  yoa 
should  have  been  in  your  cofBii  these  three  hours  t—b 
short,  what  with  undertakers,  embalmers,  joiners,  »x- 
tons,  and  your  damned  elegy  liawkers  upon  a  late  pnc- 
titioner  in  physic  and  astrology,  I  got  not  one  wiok  of 
sleep  that  night,  nor  scarce  a  moments  rest  ever  since. 
Now,  I  doubt  not  but  this  villanous  'squire  hastbf 
impudence  to  assert  that  these  are  entirely  strangen  to 
him  ;  he,  good  man,  knows  nothing  of  the  matter,  ami 
honest  Isaac  Bickerstaff,  I  warrant  you,  is  more  a  man 
of  honour  than  to  be  an  accomplice  with  a  paclt  «'^ 
rascals  that  walk  rhe  streets  on  nights,  and  disturb 
good  people  in  their  beds ;  but  he  is  out  if  be  tbitiks 
the  whole  world  is  blind;  for  there  is  one  John  Par- 
tridge can  smell  a  knave  as  far  as  Grub-street,  al- 
though he  lies  in  the  most  exalted  garret,  and  writa 
himself  'squire :— but  I  will  keep  my  temper,  and  pro- 
ceed in  the  narration. 

I  could  not  stir  out  of  doors  for  the  space  of  thrcv 
months  after  this,  but  presently  one  comes  up  to  me  in 
the  street,  Mr.  Partridge,  that  coffin  you  was  last  burifJ 
in  I  have  not  yet  been  paid  for :  Doctor,  cries  atwthtf 
dog,  how  do  you  thinK  people  can  live  by  making  ot 
graves  for  nothing  ?  next  time  you  die,  you  may  eifo 
toll  out  the  bell  yourself  for  Ned.  A  third  rogu*  tip* 
me  by  the  elbow,  and  wonders  how  I  have  the  cou- 
science  to^snoJc  abroad  without  paying  my  fuwiu 
expenses. — Lord,  says  one,  I  durst  have  swore  tliat  »aj 
honest  Dr.  Partridge,  my  old  friend ;  but,  poor  maiu 
he  is  gone. — I  beg  your  pardon,  says  another,  youl** 
so  like  my  old  acquaintance,  that  I  used  to  comult  on 
some  private  occasions :  but,  alack,  he  is  gone  the  «»> 
of  all  flesh.— Look,  look,  look,  cries  a  tliird,  a/^er  a 
competent  space  of  staring  at  me,  would  not  one  tki»K 
our  neighbour  the  almanack-maker  was  crept  out  ft 
his  grave  to  take  the  other  peep  at  the  stars  in  thi» 
world,  and  show  how  much  he  is  improved  in  fortuli^ 
telling  by  having  taken  a  journey  to  the  other? 

Nay,  the  very  reader  of  our  parish,  a  good,  sober,  J-** 
creet  person,  has  sent  two  or  three  times  for  roe  to  come 
and  be  buried  decently,  or  send  him  sufficient  rea*)u^ 
to  the  contrary ;  or,  if  I  have  been  interred  in  any  ou^r 
parish,  to  produce  my  certificate,  as  the  act  *  require- 
My  poor  wife  is  run  silmost  distracted  with  being  cal""^ 
widow  Partridge,  when  ^e  knows  it  is  false ;  and  ouc-" 
a  terra  she  is  cited  into  the  court  to  take  out  letter  <^ 
administration.  But  the  greatest  grievance  is,  a  paltry 
quack,  that  takes  up  my  calling  just  under  my  »'|*'' 
and  in  his  printed  directions,  with  N.B.— says,  he  li*« 
in  the  house  of  the  late  ingenious  Mr.  John  PartiiO!?*'' 
an  eminent  practitioner  in  leather,  physic,  and  astrolojcy- 

But  to  show  bow  far  the  wicked  spirit  of  envy,  tiu* 
lice,  and  resentment  can  hurry  some  men,  my  namely 

•  The  aiatute  of  SO  Car.  II.  for  Jurying  In  wooUeo.  reqairf 
that  oath  ahill  bi>  made  of  ihn  oompliance  with  tiiia  HCt.  an^ * 
oertiflntta  thfreof  lodged  with  the  minister  of  the  t«rt*^*  *'*'^° 
tight  days  after  interment. 


A  VINDICATION  OF  ISAAC  BICURSTAFF,  ESQ. 


357 


old  ptneentDr  had  proTided  me  a  montiment  at  the 

rtoor-cmter'a,  and  would  hare  erected  it  in  the  parish 

chizrcii;  and  din  {ricce  of  QotoriooB  and  expennye  vil- 

Udj  had  actuaHy  fncceeded  if  I  had  not  used  toy 

otnwrt  interest  with  the  vestry,  irhere  it  was  carried  at 

U«t  but  by  two  Toices,  that  I  am  aliye.  That  stratagem 

filing,  oat  comes  a  long  sable  elegy,  hededced  with 

hour-glsM,  mattocks,  skulls,  spades,  and  skeletons, 

vith  so  epitaph  as  confidently  written  to  abase  me  and 

ny  profenon  as  if  I  had  been  ander  ground  these 

twenty  years. 

And  after  such  barbanras  treatment  as  this,  can  Ae 
world  blame  me,  when  I  ask,  what  is  beoime  of  the 
freedom  of  an  Englidiman  ?  and  where  Is  the  liberty 
■nd  property  ftat  my  old  glorious  friend  came  over  to 
awwtt  we  have  drove  popery  out  of  Ae  nation,  and 
•mt  ilavery  to  foreign  climes.     The  arts  only  remain 
ID  bondage,  when  a  man  of  science  and  dnuracter  shall 
be  openly  insulted,  in  the  midst  of  ^  many  nsefbl 
•mrices  he  is  daily  paying  the  pablic.    Was  H  ever 
JMaid,  even  m  Turkey  or  Algiefs,  that  a  state  aslro- 
Nvr  wss  bantered  out  of  his  life  by  an  ignorant  im> 
|Mtor,  or  bawled  out  of  the  world  by   a  pack  of 
rflUnous    deen-mouthed  hawkers  f   though    I    print 
almanacks,  and  publish  advertisements ;  though  I  pro- 
<laoe  cofificates   under    the   minister's  and    church- 
watdens'  hands  that  I  am  alive,  and  attest  the  same  on 
^  at  quarter-aearions,  out  comes  a  full  and  true  rela- 
tion of  die  death  and  interment  of  John  Partridge; 
trath  it  bore  down,  attcatations  neglected,  the  testimony 
ofiober  persons  desjused,  and  a  man  is  looked  apon  by 
bn  neighbours  as  if  he  had  been  seven  years  dead, 
*»1  is  buried  alive  in  the  midst  of  his  friends  and 
acquaintance. 

Nov,  can  any  man  of  common  sense  think  it  con- 
J"*«ni  with  the  honour  of  my  profbssion,  and  not  much 
j*J«ath  the  dignity  of  a  philosopher,  to  stand  bawling 
^ore  his  own  door — Ahve!   aHve!   ho!  the  frunous 

w.  Partridge!  no  counterfeit,  but  all  alive! as  if  I 

barf  the  twelve  celestial  monsters  of  the  zodiac  to  show 
within,  or  was  forced  for  a  livelihood  to  turn  retailer 
^  Hay  and  Bartholomew  fairs  9  Therefore,  if  her 
"^J^rty  would  bat  graciously  be  pleased  to  think  a 
bartlihip  of  this  nature  worthy  her  royal  consideration, 
^  the  next  parliament,  in  their  great  wisdom,  cast 
bttt  an  eye  toward  the  deplorable  case  of  their  old  phi- 
lomath, ttiat  annually  bestows  his  good  wishes  on  them, 
1  *n»  are  there  is  one  Isaac  BickerstafT,  esq.  would 
^  be  trusMd  ap  for  his  bloody  predictions,  and  put- 
^  good  subjects  in  terror  of  their  lives :  and  diat 
broceforward  to  murder  a  man  by  way  of  prophecy. 
Mid  bury  him  in  a  printed  letter,  either  to  a  lord  or 
wnnioner,  shall  as  legally  entitle  him  to  the  present 
P'^'Moo  of  Tyburn  as  if  he  robbed  on  the  highway 
«  cut  yoar  throat  in  bed. 

JMall  demonstrate  to  the  judicioos  that  France  and 
»«|»e  are  at  the  bottom  of  this  horrid  conspiracy 
Hun«  me;  and  that  culprit  aforesaid  is  a  popish 
^uauy,  has  pud  his  visito  to  St  Germain's,  and  is 
!»w  m  the  measures  of  Louis  XIV.  That,  in  attempt- 
|»?  my  reputation,  there  is  a  general  massacre  of  learn- 
J2j!**PMd  in  these  realms:  and  through  my  sides 
"*^»  »  wound  given  to  all  the  Protestant  almanack- 
|ftM«n  in  the  aniverse.  Vivat  REonvA. 


A  VINDICATION 

OF  ISAAC  BICKKRSTAFF,  Esq. 

A«Al»fT  WIUv  |g  OBJBCTBD  TO  HIX  BY  ME.  PARTBIDOB, 

iH  uia  ^^lauatAOL  fob  the  ybab 
'709. 
W  THE  fiAlP  ISAAC  «^KERFTAFV.  BiQ. 

JJj.  PAiTBitwB  has  been  lately  pleases  v,  treat  me 
vicr  a  very  rough  manner,  m  that  which  is  callM  bi« 

VQU  II. 


almanaek  for  the  present  year :  such  usage  is  very  in- 
decent from  one  gentleman  to  another,  and  does  not  at 
all  contribute  to  the  discovery  of  truth,  which  ought  to 
be  the  great  end  in  all  disputes  of  the  learned.    To  call 
a  man  a  fool  and  willaiii,  an  impudent  fellow,  only 
for  differing  from  him  in  a  point  merely  speculative,  is, 
in  my  humble  opinion,  a  very  improper  style  for  a 
person  of  his  education.    I  appeal  to  the  learned  world, 
whether,  in  my  last  year's  psdictions,  I  gave  him  the 
leevt  provocation  for  such  unworthy  treatment.  Philo- 
sophers have  differed  in  all  ages ;  but  the  discreetest 
ttnong  then)  have  always  differed  as  became  philoso- 
phers.   Scurrility  and  nassioo,  in  a  controversy  among 
scholars,  is  just  so  mucn  of  nothing  to  the  purpose,  and 
at  best  a  tacit  conftssion  of  a  weak  cause :  my  concern 
is  not  so  much  lor  my  own  nqnitation  as  that  of  the  re- 
public of  letters^  which  Mr.  Partridge  has  endeavoured 
lo  wound  dirottgh  my  sides.     If  men  of  public  sjurit 
miwt  be  superciliously  treated  for  their  ingenious  at- 
tempts, how  will  true  ustfftil  knowledge  be  ever  ad- 
vanced f     I  wish  Hr.  Partridge  knew  the  thoughts 
which  IbFeign  univeiaities  have  conceived  of  his  unge- 
nerous proceedings  with  me ;  but  I  am  too  tender  of  his 
wpotation  to  ptiblish  them  to  the  world.    That  spirit  of 
envy  and  pride,  which  blasts  so  many  rising  geniuaes  in 
our  nation,  is  yet  unknown  among  professors  abroad : 
the  necessity  of  justifying  m3rBelf  will  excuse  my  vanity, 
when  I  tell  the  reader  tint  1  have  near  a  hundred  hono- 
rary letter*  from  several  parts  of  Europe  (some  as  Car 
as   Mutoovy)  in  praise  of  my  performance;  besides 
several  otkier%  which,  as  I  have  been  credibly  informed, 
were  opened  in  the  post  office,  and  never  sent  me.     It  is 
true,  me  inquisition  in  Portugal  was  pleased  to  bum 
my  predictions,  [this  is  fact,]  and  condemn  the  author 
and  the  readers  of  diem ;  but  I  hope  at  the  same  time 
it  will  be  considered,  in  how  deplorable  a  state  learning 
lies  at  present  in  that  kingdom ;  and,  with  the  pro- 
foundeM  veneration  for  crowned  heads,  I  will  presume 
to  add,  that  it  a  little  concerned  his  m^esty  of  Portu- 
gal to  interpose  his  authority  in  briialf  of  a  scholar  and 
a  gentleman,  the  subject  of  a  nation  with  which  he  is 
now  in  so  strict  an  alliance.     But  the  other  kingdoms 
and  states  of  Kurope  have  treated  me  widi  more  candour 
and  generosity.   If  I  had  leave  to  print  the  I^itin  lettera 
tmnsmitted  to  nM  from  foreign  parta,  they  would  fill  a 
volume,  and  be  a  ftiU  ddfeDoe  against  all  that  Mr. 
Partridge  or  his  acoon^lices  of  the  Portugal  inquisi- 
tion will  be  ever  able  to  object,  who,  by  the  way,  are 
the  only  enemies  my  predictions  have  ever  met  with  at 
home  or  abroad.   But  I  hope  I  know  better  what  is  due 
to  thehonour  of  a  learned  concspondence  in  so  tender 
a  point.   Yet  some  of  those  illustrious  persons  will  per- 
haps excuse  me  for  transcribing  a  passage  or  two  in 
my  vindication.*    The  most  learned  Monsieur  Leib- 
nitz thus  addresses  to  me  his  third  letter : — "  Jihettrit- 
SMHo  Biekentqffio  aalroUtgue  ifuttmrtit^ri,*'  &c.     Mon- 
sieur Le  Clerc,  quoting  my  predictions  in  a  treatise  he 
published  last  year,  is  pleased  to  say,  "  Ita  mtperrime 
Bioktrtiaffiut,  WMftmm  Hkid  AmgHtB  udauJ"     Another 
great  professor,  writing  of  me,  has  these  words :  "  Bicker- 
sitgfha,  mbUia  Angbu,  oMtrologorum  h^uac*  uteuUfaciU 
primcapa,^'      Signior   MagUabecchi,   the  great  duke's 
fomous  library-keeper,  spends  almost  his  whole  letter  in 
compliments  and  praises.     It  is  true,  the  renowned  pro- 
fessor of  astronomy  at  Utrecht  seems  to  differ  from  me 
in  one  article ;  but  it  is  after  the  modest  manner  that 
becomsB  a  philosopher ;  as, "  paca  tanii  viri  ducerim  ;'* 
and,  page  Aft,  he  seems  to  lay  the  error  upon  the  printer 
(as  indeed  it  ought),  and  says,  ^  vai/oraan  arror  typO' 
graphi  cttm  ^koqmin  Biekeniaffima  vtr  doctiaaimMf'*  &c. 

If  Mr.  Partridge  had  followed  these  examples  in  the 

controversy  between  us,  he  might  have  spared  me  the 

•  The  qnotatiom  here  inierted  are  in  imiution  of  Dr.  Bentlffjr. 

ia  aome  part  of  the  fiunoua  oontrovcny  between  him  and  Mr. 

Boyle. 
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trouble  of  juftifying^  myself  in  fo  publie  a  manner.  I 
believe  no  man  b  readier  to  own  nil  enoTB  than  I,  or 
more  thankful  to  thoae  who  will  pleaie  to  inform  him 
of  them.  But,  it  aeems,  this  gentleman,  initead  of  en- 
couraging the  progren  of  his  own  ait,  if  pUand  to 
look  upon  all  attempti  of  that  kind  as  an  mvanon  of 
his  province.  He  has  been  indeed  so  wise  as  to  naake 
no  objection  against  the  truth  of  my  nredictioos,  except 
in  one  single  point  relating  to  himseli :  and  to  demon- 
strate how  much  men  are  blinded  by  their  own  par- 
tiality, I  do  solemnlv  assure  the  reader,  that  he  is  the 
only  person  from  whom  I  ev»r  heard  that  obiection 
offered,  which  consideration  alone,  I  think,  wiU  take 
off  all  its  weight. 

With  my  utmost  endearoun  I  have  not  been  able 
to  trace  above  two  objections  ever  made  against  the 
truth  of  my  last  year's  nrophecies :  the  first  was,  of  a 
Frenchman,  who  was  pleased  to  publish  to  the  world 
"  that  the  carding  de  Noailles  was  still  alive,  not- 
withstanding tiie  pretended  prophecy  of  Blonsieur 
Biquerstaffef'*  but  how  far  a  Frenchman,  a  Papist, 
and  an  enemy,  is  te  be  believed  in  his  own  cause, 
against  an  English  Protestant,  who  is  true  to  the 
government,  I  shail  leave  to  Ihe  candid  and  impartial 
reader. 

The  other  objection  is  the  unhappy  occasion  of  this 
discourse,  and  relates  to  an  article  m  my  psedictions^ 
which  foretold  the  dcnth  of  Mr.  Partridge  to  lumpen  on 
March  29,  1708.  This  he  is  pleased  to  contradict  ab- 
solutely in  the  almanack  he  has  published  for  the  piesent 
year,  and  in  that  ungentlemamy  manner  (pardon  the 
expression)  as  I  have  above  related.  In  that  work  he 
very  roundly  asserts,  that  he  **  is  not  onlv  now  alive, 
but  was  likewise  alive  upon  that  very  39ui  of  March, 
when  I  had  foretold  he  should  die.''  This  is  the  sub- 
ject of  the  present  controversy  between  us ;  which  I  de- 
sign to  handle  with  all  brevity,  perspicuity,  and  calm- 
ness. In  this  dispute  I  am  sensible  the  eyes,  not  only 
of  England,  but  of  all  Europe,  will  be  upon  us ;  and 
the  learned  in  every  country  will,  I  dount  not,  take 
part  on  that  side  where  thejr  find  most  afpearanoe  of 
reason  and  truth. 

Without  entering  into  criticisms  of  chronology  about 
the  hour  of  his  death,  I  shall  only  prove  that  Mr.  Pu- 
tridge  is  not  alive.  And  my  first  argument  is  this : 
about  a  thousand  gendemen  having  bought  his  alma- 
nacks for  this  year,  merely  to  find  what  he  said  against 
me,  at  every  line  they  read  they  would  Uft  up  their 
eyes  and  cry  out,  betwixt  rage  and  laughter,  **  they 
were  sure  no  man  alive  ever  writ  such  damned  stuff  as 
this."  Neidier  did  I  ever  hear  that  opinion  disputed ; 
so  that  Mr.  Partridge  lies  under  a  dilemma,  either  of 
disowning  his  almanack,  or  allowing  himself  to  be  no 
man  alire.  Secondly,  death  is  defiiMd  by  all  philoso- 
phers a  separation  of  the  soul  and  body.  Now  it  is 
-certain  that  the  poor  woman,  who  has  best  reason 
to  know,  has  gone  about  for  some  time  to  every  alley 
in  the  neighbourhood,  and  sworn  to  the  gossips  that 
her  husband  had  neither  lift  nor  soul  in  him.  There- 
fore, if  an  uninformed  carcase  walks  still  about,  and 
is  pleased  to  call  itself  Partridge,  Mr.  Bickentaff 
does  not  think  himself  anyway  answerable  for  that. 
Neither  had  the  said  carcase  any  right  to  beat  the 
poor  boy,  who  happened  to  pass  by  it  in  the  stveet, 
crying,  **  A  full  sua  true  account  of  Dr.  Partridge's 
death !'  &e. 

Thirdly,  Mr.  Partridge  pretends  to  tdl  fortunes  and 
recover  stolen  goods,  which  all  the  parish  says  he 
must  do  by  conversing  with  the  devil  and  other  evil 
spirits,  and  no  wise  man  wiU  ever  aUow  he  could 
converse  nersonaUr  with  either  till  after  he  was  dead. 

Foucthly,  I  will  plainly  prove  him  to  be  dead,  out 
of  his  own  cdmanack  for  this  year,  and  from  the  very 
passage  which  he  produces  to  make  us  think  him  alive. 


He  there  says,  "  he  is  not  only  now  alive,  but  vat  alio 
alive  upon  that  very  29th  of  March  which  I  foretold 
he  should  die  on  :'*  by  this  he  declares  his  opinion  that 
a  man  may  be  alive  now  who  was  not  alive  a  twclre- 
month  ago.  And,  indeed,  there  lies  the  sophistry  of 
his  argument.  He  dares  not  assert  he  was  alive  eTcr 
since  that  29th  of  March,  but  that  he  **  is  now  alire, 
and  was  so  on  that  day  f  I  grant  the  latter;  for  hedid 
not  die  till  night,  as  i^ipears  by  the  printed  account  of 
his  depth,  in  a  Letter  to  a  lord:  and  whether  be  beiince 
revived  I  leave  the  world  to  judge.  This  indeed  u 
perliact  cavilling,  and  I  am  ashamed  to  dvell  any 
longer  upon  it 

Fifthly,  I  will  appeal  to  Mr.  Partridge  huaieir 
whether  it  be  probable  I  could  have  been  so  bdisocet 
to  begin  my  predictions  with  the  only  falsehood  that 
ever  was  pretended  to  be  in  them ;  and  this  in  au 
afiair  at  home,  where  I  had  so  many  opportanitiei  to 
be  exact ;  and  must  have  given  such  advantages  agaiwt 
me  to  a  person  of  Mr«  Partridge's  wit  and  learning,  who, 
if  he  £ould  possibly  have  raised  one  single  objectioQ 
more  against  the  truth  of  my  prophecies,  would  haidly 
have  spared  me. 

Ana  hese  I  must  take  occasion  to  reprove  the  above- 
mentioned  writer  of  the  relation  of  Mr.  Partridge'i 
death,  in  a  letter  to  a  lord,  who  was  pleased  to  tax  me 
with  a  mistake  of  four  whole  hours  in  my  calcuUtioii 
of  that  event.  I  must  confess,  thu  censure,  pronounced 
with  an  air  of  certainty,  in  a  matter  that  so  nearly 
concerned  me,  and  by  a  grave,  judicious  author,  moved 
me  not  a  little.  But  though  I  was  at  that  time  out  of 
town,  yet  several  of  my  friends,  whose  curiosity  had 
led  them  to  be  exactly  informed,  (for  as  to  my  ovn 
part,  having  no  doubt  at  all  in  the  matter,  I  never  once 
thought  of  it,)  assured  me  I  computed  to  something 
under  half  an  hour,  which  (I  speak  my  private  opinion ) 
is  an  error  of  no  very  great  magnitude  that  men  ibould 
raise  a  clamour  about  it  I  shall  only  say,  it  would 
not  be  amiss  if  that  author  would  henceforth  be  moit 
tender  of  other  men's  reputation  as  well  as  his  own. 
It  is  well  there  were  no  more  mistakes  of  that  kind;  if 
^re  had,  I  presume  he  would  have  told  me  of  thev 
with  as  little  ceremonj. 

There  is  one  objection  against  Mi.  Partridge's  desth 
which  I  have  sometimes  met  with,  though  indeed  very 
lightly  ofiered,  ^t  he  still  continues  to  write  alou- 
nacks.  But  tiiis  is  no  more  than  what  is  common  to 
all  of  that  profession.  Gadbury,  Poor  Eobin.  p«v«< 
Wing*  and  several  others  do  yearly  publish  their  al* 
manacks,  though  several  of  them  have  been  deed  aioce 
before  the  Revolution.  Now,  the  natural  reason  of 
this  I  take  to  b^  that,  whereas  it  is  tlw  privilegecf 
authors  to  live  after  their  death,  almanack  -maken  ait 
alone  excluded;  because  their  dissertations,  treating 
only  upon  the  minutes  as  they  pass,  become  usele«>  u 
those  go  off.  In  consideration  of  which,  Time^  wboa^ 
registers  they  are,  gives  them  a  lease  in  reveraiisii  ^ 
continue  their  works  after  death. 

I  should  not  have  given  (he  public  or  myself  the 

trouble  of  this  vindication  if  my  name  had  not  been 

made  nae  of  bv  several  persons  to  whom  I  never  lent 

it;  one  .of  which,  a  few  days  ago,  was  pleased  to  iaiher 

on  me  a  new  set  of  predictions.     But  I  think  tbeie  aie 

things  too  serious  to  be  trified  with.     It  grieved  me  to 

Ae  hear^  when  I  saw  my  labours^  which  had  coat  tp^ 

so  mudi  thought  and  watching,  bawled  about  bv  toe 

common  hawkers  of  Grub-iAreet,  which  I  only  i^^^^ 
fortheweiffhtyconsiderationofthegraTestpe«-ons.  Tbi« 

pngudiced  the  world  so  much  at  first  ^akt  mtti^  cf 
my  friends  had  the  assurance  tt^  ^^  me  whrtfaer  I 
were  in  jeett  to  which  I  onV  -nswered  coldly,  "that 
the  event  would  show  "  But  it  is  the  talent  of  our  age 
and  nation  to  *^^  thmgs  of  the  neatest  importance 
iiitn  Adhsalit,    When  the  end  of  ue  year  had  verified 
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all  m  J  predictioDs,  tmit  comet  Mi.  Pastzidge^s  almanack, 
dupating  the  point  of  his  death ;  so  ^t  I  am  em- 
jAojtd,  like  the  geoeral  who  was  fiorced  to  kill  his 
rfjetnicf  twice  over  whom  a  necromancer  had  raised 
to  lift.    If  Mr.  P^irtridge  hare  practised  the  same  ex- 
periment upon  himself,  and  be  agun  alive,  long  may 
be  continne  so ;  that  does  n(it  the  least  contradict  my 
Tecactty ;  bat  I  tbiuk  I  hay9  clearly  proved,  by  in* 
TJocible  demonstQition,  that  h^  d^ed,  at  farthest,  with- 
in half  an  hour  of  th^  time  I  foretold,  ^iid  not  four 
houtf  sooner,  as  the  abpve-mentioned  author^  in  his 
letter  to  a  lord,  has  maliciously  suggested,  wi^  a  de- 
ugn  to  blast  my  credit,  by  charging  ro^  with  so  gross 
a  miitake. 


A  FAMOUS  PREDICTION. 

OF   MBRLIN,    THE    BRITISH    WIZARD. 

VBITTEM    ABOVE    A    THOUSAND   YEAB8    AGO,    AND    BE- 
UTINO  TO  THE  YEAR  1709,  WITH  EXPLANATORY 
NOTE:^  BY  T.  N.  FHl^OUAXU' 

IjASI  year  was  published  a  paper  of  Predictions,  pre- 
teuded  to  be  written  by  one  Isaac  BickerstaflT,  esq.,  but 
the  true  design  of  it  was  to  ridicule  the  art  of  astrology, 
and  expose  its  professors  as  ignorant  or  impostors. 
Against  this  imputation  Dr.  Partridge  has  leam^ly 
Tiadicated  himself  in  his  almanack  for  tbat  year« 

Fur  a  further  vindication  of  this  famoua  ait,  I  have 
thought  fit  to  present  the  world  with  the  following  pro- 
pbecj.  The  original  is  said  to  be  of  the  famous  Merlin, 
who  lived  about  a  thousand  years  ago ;  and  the  fol* 
luving  translation  is  two  hiin^red  years  old,  for  it 
i««nM  to  be  written  near  the  end  of  Henry  VII's.  reign. 
I  found  it  in  aii  old  edition  of  Merlin^s  prophecies,  im- 
prioted  at  London  by  Johan  Haukyas,  in  the  year  1530, 
page  39.  I  set  it  down  word  for  word  in  the  old  or- 
thcigraphy,  and  shall  take  leave  to  subjoin  a  few  ex- 
planatory notes  :-^ 

^bfit  anH  Cm  nVt^ti  to  niiUt 

CHaUu  iani  iottpng  ^f^ottf  lu  )^o|m. 
t^m  compt^  fooxtfyt,  fc||  unlfetiiltonlle. 
firam  Cofme  of  l^toffe  to  fatten  lon)le» 
9n  i)ctliit  C^sltaxi,  Wiot  t^t  ^ornt 
Co  dfratma,  t^at  thtt  |)c  toatf  bom. 
Qm  ^all  i^t  ;fjifi1)t  ht\Xit];iU  |)t^  Bootft ; 
fior€l)an  grin  9errp«  mskt  tip  i^tlo^it* 
Songt  ^jjmiule  s^all  again  nttidycarrpe : 
txit^  ^tioas^  9^^  again  i^all  mart]^. 
9bIi  from  t$t  Crec  toiKte  9loiivm^  Utit, 
Kipc  ^mtt  ^all  come  I,  anil  all  i€  loelr, 
Atatmu  ril^all  tiaunct  itoMt  in  f^ovCtit^ 
Snt  it  tfl)an  bt  menrpt  in  bib  f nglonUt, 
Cl^  oDi  Inglonllt  4i)all  bf  no  mou, 
flnH  no  man  ^all  bf  tforif  tj^erefon . 
9rrpon  lifyaXl  i^abe  tbrec  Actittf  agapm^ 
tm  l|^4bttrge  maB^tl)  il^tm  but  tbia(m. 

EXPLANATORY  NOTBS. 

^fta  aid  CfV.  ftc.  lliis  line  describes  the  year 
wW  OiMe  events  shall  happen.  Seven  and  ten  make 
Mf fnteen,  «hich  I  explain  seventeen  hundred,  and  this 
nombcr  added  w  Qine,  makes  the  year  we  are  now  in ; 
for  it  must  be  undecMood  of  the  natural  year,  which 
begins  4ie  6fit  of  January. 

€aS8>  Vtbert  tkD8«,  &c.    The  AW«r  Thames  fh>- 


len  twice  in  one  year,  so  as  men  to  walk  on  it,  is  a  very 
signal  accident,  which  perhaps  hath  not  (alien  out  for 
several  hundred  years  before,  and  is  the  reast»n  why 
some  astrolbgers  have  thought  that  this  prophecy  could 
never  be  fulfilled,  because  they  imagined  such  a  thing 
would  never  happen  in  our  climate. 
,  ifrom  Cotone  of  Ibtofllr,.  &c.  This  is  a  plain  de- 
signation of  the  duke  of  Marlborough;  one  kind  of 
stuff  used  to  fattei)  apd  is  called  marie,  and  everybody 
knows  that  borough  is  a  name  for  a  town  i  and  this  way 
of  expression  is  after  the  usual  dark  manner  of  old 
astrological  predictions. 

€f^  f^all  tht  ifpete,  &c.  By  the  fish  is  under- 
stood the  Daufmin  of  France,  as  their  kings*  eldest 
sons  are  called ;  it  is  here  said  he  shall  lament  the  lo« 
of  th^.  duke  of  Burgundy,  called  the  Bosse,  which  is  an 
old  English  word  for  hump-shoulder,  or  crook-back,  as 
that  dnke  is  known  to  be ;  and  the  prophecy  seems  to 
mean,  that  he  should  be  overcome  or  slail).  By  the  green 
berrys,  in  the  next  line,  is  meant  the  young  duke  of 
Berry,  the  Dauphin  s  third  wa,  who  shall  not  have  va- 
lour or  fortune  enough  to  supply  the  loss  of  his  eldest 
brother. 

9onge  JbsmiUlf  ^  &c^  By  Symnele,  is  meant  the 
pretended  prince  of  Wales,  whp,  if  he  oflTers  to  attempt 
anything  against  England,  shall  miscarry,  as  he  did 
before.  Lambert  Symnele  is  the  name  of  a  young 
man,  noted  in  our  histories  for  personating  the  son  (as 
I  remembe^  of  Edward  IV. 

SInIr  NorlDaS0  9n?l^«  &c-  X  cannot  guess  who  is 
m^nt  by  Norway '&  pride  [queen.  Anne]  ;  perhaps  the 
reader  may,  as  well  as  the  sense  of  the  two  following 
lines. 

lUaums  0|an,.  &c.  Reaums,  or,  as  the  word  is 
now,  realms,  is  the  old  name  for  kingdoms :  and  this  is 
a  very  plain  prediction  of  our  happy  union,  with  the 
felicities  that  shall  attend  it.  It  is  added  that  Old 
England  shall  be  no  more,  a/id  yet  no  man  shall  be 
sorry  for  it  And  indeed,  properly  speaking,  England 
is  now  no  more,  for  the  whole  island  is  one  kingdom, 
under  the  name  of  Britain. 

<E$erSOn  0SalI^&c.  Thin  prediction,^  though  some- 
what obscure,  is  wonderfully  adapt.  Geryon  ia  siud  to 
have  been  a  king  of  Spain,  whom  Hercules  slew.  It  was 
a  fiction  of  the  poets,  ths^  he  had  three  heads,  which 
the  author  says  he  shall  have  again :  that  is,  S^iain  shall 
have  three  kings,,  which  is  now  wonderfully  verified ; 
for,  beside  the  king  of  Portugal,  which  properly  is  part 
of  Spain,  there  are  now  two  rivals  for  Spain,  Charles 
and  Philip;  but  Charles  being  descended  from  the 
count  of  Hapsburg,  founder  of  the  Austrian  family, 
shall  soon  make  those  heads  but  two,  by  overturning 
Philip,  and  driving  him  out  of  Spain. 

Some  of  these  predictions  are  already  fulfilled,  and  it 
is  highly  probable  the  rest  may  be  in  due  time ;  and  I 
think  I  have  not  forced  the  words,  by  my  explication, 
iqto  any  other  sense  than  what  they  will  naturally 
bear.  If  this  be  granted,  I  am  sure  it  must  be  also  al- 
lowed,  that  the  author  (whoever  he  were)  was  a  person 
of  extraordinary  sagacity ;  and  that  astrology,  brought 
to  such  perfection  as  this,  is  by  no  means  an.  art  to  be 
despised,  whatever  Mr.  Bickerstaff*,  or  other  meiry  gen- 
tlemen, are  pleased  to  think.  As  to  the  tradition  of 
these  lines  having  been  writ  in  the  original  by  Merlin, 
I  confen  i  Tay.  i^piy  much  weight  upon  it ;  but  it  is 
enoUjg]^  u>  justify  their  authority,  that  the  book  whence 
I  kfi;t^  transcribed  them,  was  printed  170  years  ago, 
as  appears  by  the  title-  page.  For  the  satis&ction  of 
any  gentleman,  who  may  be  eiUier  doubtful  of  the 
tnith,  or  curious  to  be  informed,  I  shall  give  order  to 
have  the  very  book  sent  to  the  printer  of  this  pnper, 
with  directions  to  let  anybody  see  it  that  pleases,  be- 
cause I  believe  it  is  pretty  scarce. 
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THURSDAY^  JUNE  23,  1709. 


"  It  hanpened  Tery  luckily/'  obwrrw  Steda.  "  that  a  litde 
before  I  had  reaoWed  upon  this  deiign,  a  gartlenuMi  had 
written  "  PredietionB  **  and  two  or  thrae  o^tnet  yieem  in  my 
name,  which  renderrd  H  ftmoits  tlvougfa  all  pari*  of  Banme, 
and,  by  an  inimitabla  spirit  and  humour,  raiMd  it  to  ai  hi||h 
a  pitch  of  reputation  a«  it  could  poaaibly  arrive  at 

"  By  this  good  fortune  the  name  a(  Isaac  BfekentafT  gained  an 
audience  of  all  who  had  any  Mate  of  wltt  and  the  addMon 
of  the  ordinary  occurrcncea  of  oonnwn  joomak  of  news 
brought  in  a  multitude  of  other  readeca.  I  oonld  not,  I 
oonfeaa,  long  keep  up  the  opinion  of  the  town,  that  these 
lucubrations  were  .written  bv  ttie  same  hand  with  the  lint 
works  which  were  publiahed  under  my  nama ;  baf  before  I 
lost  the  participation  of  that  author's  ikme,  I  had  already 
.  found  the  advantage  of  his  authority,  to  whidk  I  owe  the 
aodden  acceptance  which  my  labours  met  with  in  the  world.** 


*'  TO  ISAAC  BICKBBSTAFP,  Esq.* 
«  Sir,  JniM  18. 17M. 

*^  I  KNOW  not  whether  you  ought  to  pity  or  laugh  at 
me ;  for  I  am  fallen  defperately  in  lore  with  a  profeMod 
Platonne,  the  most  unaccountable  creature  of  her  lez. 
To  hear  her  talk  seraphicf ,  and  mn  over  Norris,^  and 
More,*:  and  Mnton,<i  and  the  whole  eet  of  intellectual 
triflen,  torments  roe  heartily;  for,  to  a  loyer  who 
understands  metaphors,  all  i^M  pretty  prattle  of  ideas 
gives  very  fine  views  of  pleasure,  which  only  (be  dear 
declaimer  prevents,  by  understanding  them  literally : 
why  should  she  wish  to  be  a  cherubim,  when  it  is  floh 
and  blood  that  makes  her  adorable  f  If  I  qseak  to  her, 
that  is  a  high  breach  of  the  idea  of  intuition.  If  I 
offer  at  her  hand  or  lip,  she  shrinks  from  the  touch  like 
a  sensitive  plant,  and  would  contract  herself  into  mere 
spirit.  She  calls  her  chariot,  vehicle ;  her  furbelowed 
scarf,  pinions ;  her  blue  manteau  and  petticoat  it  her 
azure  dress;  and  her  footman  goes  by  the  nd^e  of 
Oberon.  It  is  my  misfortune  to  be  six  ftet  and  a  half 
high,  two  full  spans  between  the  dioulders,  thirteen 
inches  diameter  in  the  calves ;  and,  before  I  was  in 
love,  I  had  a  noble  stomach,  aiui  ustially  went  to  bed 
sober  with  two  bottles.  I  am  not  quite  six-and-twenty, 
and  my  nose  is  marked  truly  aquiline.  For  these 
reasons,  I  am  in  a  very  particular  manner  her  avenion. 
What  shall  I  dof  Impudence  itself  cannot  reclaim 
her.  If  I  write  miserably,  she  reckons  me  among  the 
children  of  perdition,  and  discards  me  her  region:  if  I 
assume  the  grov  and  substantial,  she  plays  the  real 
ghost  with  me,  and  vanishes  in  a  moment.  I  had  hopes 
in  the  hypocrisy  of  her  sex ;  but  perseverance  makes  it 
as  bad  as  fixed  aversion.  I  desire  your  opinion, 
whether  I  may  not  lawfully  play  the  inquisition  upon 
her,  make  use  of  a  little  force,  and  put  her  to  the  rack 
and  the  torture,  only  to  convince  her  she  has  really 
fine  limbsy  without  spoiling  or  distorting  them.  I 
expect  your  directions,  before  I  proceed  to  dwindle 
and  fall  away  with  despair;  which  at  present  I  do  not 
think  advisable,  because,  if  she  should  recant,  she  may 
then  hate  me,  perhaps,  in  the  other  extreme,  for  my 
tenuity.  I  am  (with  impatience)  your  most  humble 
servant,  **  Charles  Sturdy.** 

•  This  paper  is  written  In  ridicule  of  some  affected  hdies, 
who  pretendod  to  embnce  the  doctrines  of  Platonic  love. 

^  John  Norris.  author  of  "  Hm  Theory  and  Begnlatiflu  of 
Love." 

*  Dr.  Henry  More,  an  eminent  divine  and  Platonic  phi* 
oaopher. 

<*  Milton,  the  fellow-collegian  of  Dr.  H.  More,  makes  np  the 
trio  of  intellectual  triAers  hera  mentioned* 


My  patient  has  pot  hii  case  with  very  much  warmtli, 
and  represented  it  m  so  lively  a  manner  (hat  I  see  both 
hii  torment  and  tormentor  with  gnat  perspicuity. 
This  Older  of  Platonic  ladies  are  to  be  dealt  with  in  s 
manner  peculiar  from  all  the  rest  of  the  sex.  Flattery 
i>  the  general  way,  and  the  way  in  this  case ;  but  it  is 
not  to  be  done  grossly.  Every  man  that  has  wit,  and 
humoor,  and  raillery,  can  inake  a  good  flatterer  for 
women  in  genetal ;  but  a  Platontieis  not  to  be  touched 
with  panegyric :  she  will  tell  yon,  it  is  a  sensuality  in 
the  soul  to  be  delighted  that  way.  You  are  not 
ffaerelbn  to  commend,  but  silently  consent  to  all  she 
does  and  says.  You  are  to  consider,  in  her  the  icom 
of  you  is  not  hnraonr,  but  opinioa. 

There  were,  some  years  since,  a  let  of  these  ladies 
who  were  of  quality,  and  gave  out  that  virginity  was 
Id  be  their  state  of  life  during  this  mortal  cooditioQ, 
and  therefore  reiolfed  to  join  their  fortunes  and  erect 
a  nunnery.  The  place  of  residence  was  pitched  u(un ; 
and  a  pretty  situation,  fiill  of  natoral  falls  and  risings 
of  waten^  with  shady  coverts  and  flowery  arbours,  was 
approved  by  ^seven  of  the  founders.  There  were  as 
many  of  our  sex  who  took  the  liberty  to  visit  tfacir 
mansions  of  intended  severity ;  among  others,  a  famous 
rak^  of  ttiat  time,  who  had  the  grave  way  to  an  ex- 
cellence. He  came  in  first ;  but,  upon  seeing  a  serrsBt 
coming  towards  him,  with  a  design  to  tell  him  this 
was  no  place  for  him  or  his  companions,  up  goes  vy 
grave  impudence  to  the  maid ;  "  Young  woman,**  said 
he,  '^  if  any  of  tiie  ladies  are  in  the  way  on  this  side  of 
the  house,  pesy  carry  us  on  the  odier  side  towards  the 
gardens :  we  are,  you  must  know,  gentlemen  that  axf 
travelling  Ei^ls^d;  after  which  we  shall  go  into 
foreign  partly  where  aame  of  us  have  already  been.*' 
Here  be  bows  in  the  most  humble  manner,  and  kisaed 
the  girl,  who  knew  not  how  to  behave  to  such  a  sort  of 
carriage.  He  goes  on :  "  Now  yoa  miist  knov  «« 
have  au  ambitioB  to  have  it  to  flty,  that  we  have  a 
Protestant   nunnery   in   England :     but,  pray,   Mrs. 

Betty /*— «'8ir"  she  replied,  "my  name  is  Soaan, 

at    your    SCrrice." -^ « Then    I    heartUy    beg    yonr 
pardon .**>-«  No  oiflteoe  in  die  leaai.**  said  abe, 


"  for  I  have  a  cousia-garlnan  whose  name  is  Betty ."-- 
"  Indeed,**  said  he,  ^*  I  protest  to  vou  that  was  more 
than  I  knew  ;  I  spoke  at  random  :  but  since  it  happa» 
that  I  was  near  m  the  right,  give  me  leave  to  P(^">^^ 
this  gcnticman  to  the  fkvour  ot  a  civil  sadote.  His 
friend  advancaai,  and  so  on,  until  they  had  all  saloted 
her.  By  this  means  the  poor  girl  was  in  the  middle 
of  the  crowd  of  these  fbliows,  at  a  loss  what  to  do, 
without  courage  to  pan  through  them ;  acnd  the  Pla- 
tonics, at  sBvcsal  peepholes,  pale,  tremblings,  and  fic** 
tii^.  Rahe  perceived  they  were  ohservedt,  and  there- 
fore took  care  to  keep  Sukey  in  chat  with  questJoos 
concerning  their  way  of  life ;  when  appeared  at  Urt 
Madonella,^  a  lAdy  who  had  writ  a  ffne  book  ooncein- 
hag  the  rednse  life,  and  was  the  pcyjectsiji  <^  the 
foundation.  She  appreadies  into  die  hall ;  and  Rake, 
knowing  the  dignity  of  his  own  mien  and  aspect,  goes 

*  SiiMossd  lithe  tine  to  Have  bean  Mr.  IMngfton,  m  wan 
of  fhahton  in  Warwlckshin. 

^  The  piraon  here  revreseutod  was  Mrs.  Vary  As«^.  &  hdy 
of  npefkir  vnderstandttig,  of  consMOTable  lfle<*ntf,  ud  tfai 
gvlar  piety,  fihewastheaaaghterofa  naerMutfin  NvvquiW- 
apoi^Tyaa,  whmre  she  was  bona  abt^  <^M>  *Bd  UrmA  abuat 
twenty  yaan.  The  mamindf^r  ''*  iv  iaoffrasive.  improacfa- 
able,  and  emnplanr  IMi  ahe  spent  at  London  and  Qiclara. 
where  she  dted  I*  1^1. 


THB  TATLXR. 


Ml 


Sjham  bit  campwiy.    Sht  begini,  <<8i^  I  am 
d  to  follow  the  MrvBDty  wbo  wm  mat  aot  toktiow 
whii  a&ir  coald  makestraogen  pnm  upon  a  aoUtuda 
wbidi  vc,  wbo  an  to  iohabii  tbia  plaoa,  have  d«T9tad 
to  ham  and  our  own  tfaoi^htt  T — **  Madaai^"  lepUti 
Me,  witb  an  air  of  great  diataoce  nixed  witb  a 
certun  indifference,  by  wbicb  be  coold  dinemble  daa- 
nmulitiao,  ''your  great  iotntion  baavada  more  noiee 
to  the  wnld  tban  you  darign  it  a boald ;   and  we 
tni elWt,  wbo  bare  leen  many  loieign  ioatitutioDi  of 
this  kind  bate  a  cunoeity  to  aee^  in  ila  lint  rudimenti, 
the  totf  of  primitive  piaty ;  ibr  auoh  it  mnit  be  caUed 
hjr  f ntore  agei,  to  tba  etRnal  bonour  of  the  foondera : 
I  haft  read  MadoneUa'i  esoeUaat  and  eenpbio  die* 
Moiae  00  tbia    eobjeot"     Tba    lady   iSBuawdiataly 
uf«cred,**U  whati  baveeaid  oonldbavaaonlnboted 
to  miat  any  tbougbti  in  yon  that  may  naka  for  the 
•draoeenMnt  of  intaUactual  and  dinne  oennrenatioiv  I 
ibould  think  mye^  axtramaly  hanpy.**    Ha  iauoa^ 
diaiely  fell  back  with  the  profioandaife  venemtion;  then 
•drandi^,  " Aia  you  then  that  admired  ladyf    If  I 
may  appraaoh  lipe  which  have    utteeed   tfainga   to 
wred-.'    He  aalntm  bar.    Uia  frianda  IblkMied  hia 
cuople.     T^  devoted  within  atood  in  aianwimanr 
vbwe  tbia  would  and,  to  aae  Madonwlla  laceave  thaii 
addieai  end  their  company.     But  Hake  gaea  an* — 
'*  We  would  not  tianagfaaa  fulea;  but  if  we  may  take 
theliboty  toaea  the  phjce  you  have  thought  At  to  chooea 
|br  ever,  we  would  ga  into  aueh  paiti  off  the  gaadana  aa 
n  cotiiiateut  with  the  aa? critiea  you  have  hnpoead  an 
youiadyea." 

To  be  abort,  MadonaMa  pepnitted  Raka  to  lead  bar 
iato  the  aaaenkUy  of  nun^  foUowed  by  hia  frianda» 
and  each  took  hia  lair<-oiie  iy  the  hand,  aflker  due  as* 
plaoation,  to  walk  round  the  gaidcaa.  The  oemvaraa- 
tioQ  toroed  upoa  the  liliaa^  the  Oommt,  the  arbouia,  and 
tbe  fiowiaig  Tegatahlea;  end  Bake  bad  the  aolboan  im- 
pidcnce,  when  tiia  whole  company  einod  muod  him,  to 
ttv,  that  <*  be  encerely  wiahed  men  might  riee  out  of 
the  earth  like  plnata }  and  that  our  aainda  were  not  of 
nttewity  to  be  aullied  with  caiaiToroua  appetitm  for 
the  gcoMmtion,  aa  well  aa  aupport  of  our  epeoiea.'' 
Tbia  WM  apokoa  with  eo  eaay  end  fixed  an  aaaur— ot, 
(bat  Madonrila  anawered,  •'Sir,  under  the xvtian  of  a 
pious  thought,  you  deeeire  youioelf  in  wiabing  an  in- 
aitotian  foreign  to  that  of  Providence.  Theee  deairea 
vere  implanted  m  ua  for  reverend  purpoaea,  in  preeerr- 
iog  the  race  of  men,  and  giving  opportunitiea  for  making 
oar  cbaatity  moiw  heroic."  The  conference  waa  con« 
tinued  in  thia  celeatial  adain,  and  carried  on  ao  well 
by  the  managera  on  both  aidea,  that  it  created  aaecond 
>nd  a  third  interview;  and,  without  entering  into 
farthe  particalara,  there  waa  hardly  one  of  them  but 
*M  a  mother  or  father  that  day  twdvemontfa.* 

Any  nnnataral  part  ia  long  taking  up,  and  aa  long 
lapTif^  aaide ;  therefore  Mr.  Sturdy  may,  aaaure  him* 
»lf  Platonica  will  fly  for  erer  from  a  forward  beha- 
riotir;  but  if  he  approachea  her  according  to  this 
model,  abe  will  fall  in  with  the  neceaaitiea  of  mortal 
Gfe,  and  coodeecand  to  look  with  pity  upon  an  unhappv 
man,  impriaoned  in  ao  much  bodyi  and  urged  by  auch 
violfot  aeai 


No.  35. 

THUESDAT,  jvhb  30,   1709. 

"  TO  ISAAC  BICKEB8TAFF.  Eaa." 

"Sn, — ^Not  long  aince  you  were  pleaaed  to  give  ua  a 
cbiioerical  account  of  the  famoua  nmily  of  the  Slafk^ 
from  whence  I  auppoee  you  would  inainuate,  that  it  ia 
the  moat  ancient  and  numeroua  houae  in  all  Europe. 

•  Thia  ia  mn%  fledoa,  end  mipvdottid>l»,  aa  it  aaama  to 

iaply  m  obliqa*  eaDMm  on  Mra.  Aalall,  of  a  nataie  totaUy 
rrpQIpBaat  to  her  esinaatly  viitoooa  and  rtapaelabU  ehaneler. 


But '7  podtivaly  deny  that  it  ia  either,  and  wonder 
much  at  your  audacioua  prooeedinga  in  thia  manner, 
aince  it  ia  well  known  that  our  moat  illuatrioua,  moat 
renowned,  and  moat  celebmted  Roman  family  of  /r, 
haa  enjoyed  the  precedency  to  all  othera  from  the  reign 
off  good  old  Satum.  I  could  aay  much  to  the  defa- 
mation and  diegrace  of  your  fiunily ;  aa  that  your  rela- 
tione DiUafi^  and  UmtumUoff  were  both  inconaiderable, 
mean  peraona»  one  amnning,  the  other  aweeping  the 
atreeta,  for  their  daily  bread.  But  1  forbear  to  vent  my 
anleen  on  oljecta  ao  much  beneath  my  indignation.  1 
aball  only  give  the  world  a  catalogue  of  my  anceatora, 
and  leave  than  to  determine  which  hath  hitherto  had, 
and  which  for  the  friture  ought  to  have,  the  preference. 
**  Firat  then  oomea  the  moat  iamoua  and  popular 
lady  ilforvfrur,  parent  of  the  fertile  family  of  JS«/fa* 
iiaar,  iMrix,  Nttris^  Ntttrix^  Obtittrix,  FammlatriXy 
Coctrix^  OrmUrix,  Sardaairix^  Faxtrix,  Balmairixy 
Prniairix^  Saitatrix^  DitimUrix,  Coi^fedriXf  Comirir, 
DAiiriXy  Crwditrix,  Dtmatrix^  Andmlatrix,  MercairiXf 
AdmoifiiBy  Amtoiatrix^  Palpatrix^  Prmeeptrix,  Pistrix, 
I  am  y«m%  Blu.  PoTiLTRix.'* 

No.  59 . 

TBVBflUV,  AOOUST  35,  1709. 

Wnra  Coflfee-kntM,  Auguit  S4. 
Trb-  author  of  the  enaning  letter,  by  hia  name  and  the 
qtwtatiooa  he  maker  from  the  aneienta,  aeema  a  aort  of 
apy  from  ^tim  old  world,  whom  we  moderm  ought  to  be 
careAd  of  oflendmg ;  therefore  I  moat  be  free,  and  own 
it  a  iaar  hit  where  he  taker  me,  radier  tiuui  diaoblige 
him. 

**■  Sir,  having  a  peculiar  humour  of  deairing  to  be 
aamewhat  the  better  or  wiaer  for  what  I  read,  I  am 
alwaye  nneaay  when,  in  any  profound  writer,  for  I  read 
no  odiera,  I  bapnen  to  meet  widi  what  1  cannot  under- 
atamL  When  ttua  frdla  out,  it  ia  a  great  grievance  to 
me  that  I  am  not  able  Co  conault  the  audior  himaelf 
about  hia  meaning,  for  commentatora  are  a  aect  that 
baa  little  abare  m  my  eateem :  your  elaborate  writinga 
have,  among  many  othexe,  diia  advantage,  that  their 
antbor  ia  atill  alive,  and  ready,  aa  bia  extenaive  charity 
makea  ne  expect,  to  explain  whatever  may  be  found  in 
them  too  •uolime  for  vulgar  underatandinga.  Thia,  air, 
maker  me  preaume  to  adc  you,  bow  dM  Hampatead 
hero^  ebaracter  could  be  perfectly  new  when  the  laat 
lettera  came  awa^  and  yet  air  John  Suckling  ao  well 
acquainted  wMi  it  aixty  yeaza  ago  f  I  hope,  air,  you 
will  not  take  thia  amiaa :  I  can  aaaure  you,  I  have  a 
|vofottud  reapect  for  you,  which  makea  me  write  thia, 
with  the  aama  dinoeition  with  which  Longinua  bida  ua 
read  Homer  and  Plato.  When  in  reading,  aaya  he,  any 
of  thoae  celebrated  autbora,  we  meet  with  a  paaaage  to 
which  we  cannot  well  reconcile  our  reaaona,  we  ought 
firmly  to  bdieve,  that  warn  thoae  great  wita  preaent  to 
anfwer  for  tbemaelvea,  we  ahould  to  our  wonder  be  con- 
vinced diat  we  only  are  guilty  of  ^  miatakea  we  be- 
fore attributed  to  them.  If  yow  think  fit  to  remove  the 
acruple  that  now  tormenti  me,  it  will  be  an  encourage- 
ment to  me  to  aetda  a  frequent  coireapondence  with 
you;  aeveral  thinga  iSifling  in  my  way  which  would 
not  perhapa  be  altogether  foreign  to  your  purpoee,  and 
whereon  your  thou^ta  would  be  very  acceptable  to 
your  moat  hnmUe  asvant,  Obadiab  Gbsbnuat.'" 

I  own  thia  ia  clean,  and  Mr.  Oreenhat  baa  eonvinced 
me  that  I  have  writ  nonaenae,  yet  amj  I  not  at  all 
offmded  at  him. 

nelnna.  at  banc  veniam  petimoaqae  damuiqae  Ticiadm.* 

Hoa.  Afa  Poet  Ter.  11. 

Thia  ia  the  true  art  of  raillery,  when  a  man  tuma 
another  into  ridicule,  and  abowa  at  the  aame  time  he  ia 


•  "  I  own  th'  indulgeDce Such  I  gira  and  talce." 

PaANcis. 
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in  good  humour,  and  not  urged  on  by  malice  against 
the  penon  he  rallies.  Ofaadiah  Greenhat  has  hit  this 
very  well :  for  to  make  an  apology  to  IsaaefiickentaflT, 
an  unknown  student  and  horary  historian,  as  well  as 
astrologer,  and  with  a  grave  face  to  say,  he  sneaks  of 
him  by  the  same  rules  with  which  he  would  treat 
Homer  or  Plato,  is  to  place  him  in  company  wfiere  he 
cannot  expect  to  mafke  a  figure ;  and  makes  him  flatter 
himsdf  that  it  is  only  being  named  widi  them  ihat 
renders  him  most  ridiculous. 

I  have  not  known,  and  I  am  now  past  my  grand 
climacteric,  being  sixty-four  years  of  age,  according  to 
my  way  of  life^  or  rather,  if  you  will  allow  punning 
in  an  old  gentleman,  according  to  ray  way  ofptutime  ; 
I  say,  as  old  as  I  am,  I  have  not  been  acquainted  with 
many  of  tiie  Greenhats.  There  is  indeed  one  Zedekiah 
Greoihiit,  who  is  lucky  idso  in  this  way.  He  has  a 
very  agreeable  manner;  for  when  he  has  a  mind 
thoroughly  to  correct  a  man,  he  never  takes  from  him 
anything,  but  he  allows  him  something  for  it ;  or  else 
he  blames  him  for  things  wherein  he  is  not  defective, 
as  well  as  for  matters  wherein  he  is.  This  makes  a 
weak  man  believe  he  is  in  jest  in  the  whole.  The  other 
day  he  told  Beau  Brim,  who  is  thought  impotent,  that 
his  mispress  hod  declared  she  would  not  have  him, 
because  he  was  a  sloven,  and  had  committed  a  rape. 
The  beau  bit  at  the  banter,  and  said  very  gravely,  "  he 
thought  to  be  clean  was  as  much  as  was  neceonry ;  and 
that  as  to  the  rape,  he  wondered  by  what  witchcraft 
that  should  come  to  her  ears ;  but  it  had  indeed  cost 
him  100^  to  hush  the  affair." 

The  Greenhats  are  a  family  with  small  voices  and 
short  arms,  therefore  they  Mve  power  with  none  but 
their  friends  :  they  never  call  jafter  those  who  run  away 
from  them,  or  pretend  to  take  hold  of  you  if  you  resist. 
But  it  has  been  remarkable,  that  oil  who  have  shunned 
their  company  or  not  listened  to^em  have  fallen  into 
the  hands  of  such  as  have  knocked  out  their  brains  or 
broken  their  bones.  I  have  looked  over  our  pedigree 
upon  the  receipt  of  this  epistle,  and  find  the  Greenhats 
are  akin  to  the  Staff*.  They  descend  from  Maudlin, 
the  left-banded  wife  of  Nehemiah  Bickerstaff,  in  the 
reign  of  Harry  I.I.  And  it  is  remarkable  that  they 
are  all  left-handed,  and  have  always  been  very  expert 
at  single  mpier.  A  man  must  be  much  used  to  their 
play  to  know  how  to  defend  himself,  for  their  posture 
IS  so  different  from  that  of  the  riffht-handed,  mat  you 
run  upon  their  swords  if  you  push  forward ;  and  they 
are  in  with  you  if  you  offer  to  fall  back  wi&out  keep- 
ing your  guiird. 


No.  63. 

SATURDAY,  SEPT.   10,    1709. 

^<T0  ISAAC  BICKERSTAFF,  Bm). 

<*  Sir, — ^^It  must  be  allowed  that  Esquire  Bickerstaff  is  of 
all  others  the  most  ingenuous.  There  are  few,  very  few, 
that  wiU  own  themselves  in  a  mistake,  though  all  the 
world  see  them  to  be  in  downright  nonsense.  You  will 
be  pleased,  sir,  to  pardon  this  expression,  for  the  same 
reason  for  which  you  once  desired  us  to  excuse  you 
when  you  seemed  anything  dull.  Most  writers,  like  the 
generality  of  Paul  Lorraine's^  saints,  seem  to  place  a 
peculiar  vanity  in  dying  hard.  But  you,  sir,  to  show 
a  good  example  to  your  bretiiren,  have  not  only  con- 
fetied,  but  of  your  own  accord  mended  the  indictment. 
Nay,  you  have  been  so  good-natured  as  to  discover 
beauties  in  it,  which,  I  will  assure  you,  he  that  drew  it 
never  dreamed  of.  And  to  make  your  civility  the 
more  accomplished,  you  have  honoured  him  with  the 
title  of  your  kinsman,  which,  though  derived  by  the 
left  liand,  he  is  not  a,  little  proud  of.     My  brother,  for 

•  Paul  L'lmine.  the  ordiuaxy  of  Newgate. 


such  Ohodiah  is,  being  at  present  very  busy  aboot 
nothing,  has  ordered  me  to  return  you  his  sincere 
thanks  for  aU  these  fi&vours^  and  as  a  smaU  token  of 
his  gratitude,  to  communicate  to  you  the  following 
piece  of  intelligence,  which,  he  thinks,  beloogs  more 
properiy  to  you  than  to.anj  others  of  our  modem  his- 
torians. 

"  Madtmelhy  who,  as  it  was  ftougbt,  had  long  since 
taken  'her  flight  towards  liw  ethereal  mansions,  still 
walks,  it  seems,  in  the  regions  of  mortality  ;  where  the 
has  founds'  by  deep  reflections  on  the  revolution  men* 
tioned'in  youn  of  June  the  23rd,  that  where  eaily  in* 
simctions  have  been  wanting  to  imprint  troe  idtts  of 
things  on  the  tender  souls  ^  those  c^  her  sex,  they  are 
never  after  able  to  arrive  at  such  a  pitch  of  perfection 
aa  to  be  above  the  laws  of  matter  and  motioo;  iawi 
which  are  considerably  enforced  by  the  prineiplci 
usually  imbibed  in  nurseries  and  boatding-tchtttls. 
To  remedy  this  evil,  she  has  laid  the  scheme  of  a  col- 
lege for  young  damsels:  where  (iiHtoad  of  ecisnn, 
n^dles,  and  samplers)  pens,  compaaMS,  quadisnti, 
hooks,  manuecripti,  Greek,  Latin,  and  Hebrew  aie  to 
take  up  th«r  whole  time.  Only  on  holida]^*  the  itor 
dents  will,  for  moderate  exercise,  be  allowed  to  dirot* 
themselves  with  the  use  of  some  of  the  lightest  and 
most  voluble  weapons ;  and  proper  care  will  be  tskcn 
to  give  them  at  least  a  superficial  tincture  of  the  ancient 
and  modem  Amazonian  tactics.  Of  these  military  pcr> 
fmmances  tibie  direction  is  undertaken  by  Epicene,* 
the  writer  of  "  Memoirs  from  the  Mediterranean,"  wbo» 
by  the  help  of  some  artificial  poisons  conveyed  bj 
smells,  has  within  these  few  weeks  brought  many  per- 
sons of  both  sexes  to  an  untimely  fate*;  and,  what  is 
more  eurprising,  has,  <xmtrary  to  her  profestioo,  with 
the  same  odours,  revived  o^ers  who  bad  long  sinee 
been  drowned  in  the  whirlpools  of  Lethe.  Another  of 
die  professors  is  said  to  be  a  certun  ladv,  who  is  nov 
publishing  two  of  the  choicest  Saxon  noveJs,b  which  sre 
said  to  luMre  been  in  aa  great  repute  with  die  ladies  of 
queen  Emma*s  court  aa  the  "  Memoirs  from  the  New 
Atalantts'  are  with  those  iii  ours.  I  shall  make  it  my 
business  to  inquire  into  the  piugicss  of  this  learned  in- 
stitution, and  give  you  the  font  notice  of  their  *  Pbilo^ 
sophical  Traiuactions,  and  Searches  after  Nature. 
YourS)  ftc.  ToBiAH  Greenhat/* 


No.  r>6. 

SATURDAY,    SETT.     10,  1709. 

WUl's  Coffeehouse.  Sept.  9 
The  subject  of  the  discourse  this  evening  was  eloquence 
and  graceful  action.  Lysander,  who  is  something  par- 
ticular in  his  way  of  thinking  and  speaking,  told  us.  "s 
man  could  not  be  eloquent  without  action ;  fur  the  de- 
portment of  the  body,  the  turn  of  the  eye,  and  au  apt 
sound  to  every  word  that  is  uttered,  must  all  conspire  to 
make  an  accomplished  speaker.  Action  in  one  that 
speaks  in  public  is  the  same  thing  as  a  good  mieu  in 
ordinary  life.  Thus,  as  a  certain  insensibility  in  the 
countenance  recommends  a  sentence  of  humour  and  jest, 
so  it  must  be  a  very  lively  consciousness  that  gires grace 
to  great  sentiments.  The  jest  is  to  be  a  thing  unex- 
pected ;  therefore  your  undesigning  manner  is  a  beauty 
m  expressions  of  mirth ;  but  when  you  are  to  talk  on  a 
set  subject,  the  more  you  are  moved  yourself,  the  more 
you  will  move  others. 

"  There  is,"  said  he,  "  a  remarkable  example  of  tbat 
kind,  .^schines,  a  fiimous  orator  of  antiquity,  bad 
pleaded  at  Athens  in  a  great  cause  against  Demosth^^t 

•  Mrs.  Mnnley .  sathor  ofthc  "  Memoinof  Uw  New  A^i«°^i*^" 

b  Mrs.  ElUabeth  Elslob.  distin|nilslied  for  her  iMrniiw,  ecpe- 

elaUy  in  the  Anglo-Saxon  laagiuge  and  uitiquities.    See  no 

aooonnt  of  her  in  "  Ballanl's  Memoirs  ot  ficaned  I^ics."  and 

in  th«  "  AnoodotBs  of  Mrs.  Bowy«».". 
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VtttbiriBf  lotC  it,  ralhed  to  Rhodv.  Bloquenee  was 
then  Ik  qoality  moct  admired  among  meo,  and  the 
nngkliBtaiof  lliat  place,  haTiog  heard  he  had  a  wpf  of 
the  ipcaob  of  DemofltheDet,  denied  him  to  repeat  both 
that pleadinga.  Aftar  hb  own  he  recited  alao  theoia- 
tMmofhiiaatagonift  The  people  ezprened  their  ad- 
nintunof  bo(fa,lmtmoreofthatof  Demoathemi.  *If 
foo  un,'  aaid  he,  *  thus  tooehed  with  hearing  only  what 
tlMl  gieit  oiator  aid,  howwonld  jcm  have  been  af- 
fiKted  had  jou  Men  him  speak?  for  he  who  hear*  De- 
mortheoci  only,  loeee  much  the  better  part  of  the 
ondon.*  Certain  it  b  that  they  who  tpeak  graoeftilly 
•»  very  lamely  represented  in  having  dieir  speeches 
mdn  repeated  by  unskilful  people ;  nir  there  ie  some- 
thing oatiTe  to  each  man,  so  inberent  to  hit  thoughts 
nd  ientnnents,  which  it  is  hardly  poesible  fin*  another 
to  fire  a  true  idea  of.  Yon  may  obsetre  in  common 
tslk,  when  a  sentence  xii  any  man*s  is  repeated,  an  ae- 
qoaoitaiioe  of  his  shall  immediately  observe,  <  That  is 
■•  lihe  him,  methinks  I  see  how  he  looked  when  he 
■id  it' 

*Bat  of  an  the  people  on  the  earth,  there  are  none 
*ho  pnsile  me  so  mudi  as  the  clergy  of  Grsat  Britain, 
vho  are,  I  believe,  the  most  learned  body  of  men  now 
in  the  werid :  and  yet  this  art  of  speakmg,  with  dw 
pepv  ornaments  of  voice  and  gesture,  is  wholly  neg- 
Ifctal  among  them ;  and  I  will  engage,  were  a  deaf 
BHo  t9  behold  the  greater  part  of  them  preach,  he  would 
nthff  think  they  were  reading  the  contents  only  of  some 
discoaiis  they  intended  to  make,  than  aetnaUy  in  the 
^y  of  an  oration,  even  when  tibey  were  upon  matters 
oTiiich  anatme  »  one  would  believe  it  W«e  impos- 
ahle  to  diink  of  without  emotioni 

**  1  own  thereave  exceptions  to  this  general  observation, 
and  that  the  dean  we  heard  the  other  day  together  is 
«i  orator.*  He  fans  ao  much  ragard  to  his  congregation, 
thst  he  commits  to  bis-  memory  what  he  is  to  say  to 
^^ ;  and  has  so  soft  and  graeieftil  a  behaviour,  that  it 
oust  attiact  your  attention.  His  person,  it  is  to  he  con- 
fcaed,  is  no  sra^  recommendation ;  hut  he  is  to  be 
highly  commended  Ibr  not  losing  Aat  advantage;  and 
addiag  to  the  pnyietyof  speech,  which  might  pass  the 
citicnm  of  Lmtgtnus,  an  action  which  wouM  have  been 
>fp>orcd  by  Demosthenes.  He  has  a  peculiar  force  in 
b»  way,  and  has  charmed  many  of  his  audience,  who 
omld  not  be  intelligent  hearen  of  his  discourse  were 
there  not  ex^anation  as  well  as  grace  in  his  action. 
Thii  art  of  his  is  useful  with  the  most  exact  and  honest 
dEill :  he  never  attempts,  your  passions  until  he  has 
cntfiaoed  your  reason.  All  the  objections  wbidi  he 
can  form  are  laid  open  and  dispersed  before  he  uses 
^  but  vehemence  in  hb  sermon ;  but  when  he  thinks 
he  haa  your  head,  he  very  soon  wins  your  heart ;  and 
^^fr  pretoids  to  show  the  beauty  of  holiness  until 
^  haa  convinced  you  of  the  truth  of  it. 

"  Would  every  one  of  our  clergymen  be  thus  earcful 
to  Rcommend  trudi  and  virtue  in  their  proper  figures, 
and  thow  so  much  concern  for  them  as  to  give  them 
all  the  additional  force  they  were  able,  it  is  not  possible 
^  nooaense  should  have  so  many  heiuers  as  you  fibd^ 
•t  kii  in  dissenting  congregations,  for  no  reason  in  the 
VQvld  but  because  it  b  spoken  extempore ;  for  ordi- 
°«7  minds  are  wholly  governed  by  their  eyes  and  ears ; 
«Bd  there  b  no  way  to  come  at  their  hearts  but  by 
power  over  dieir  imaginations. 

**  Tbete  b  my  fiiend  and  merry  companion  Daniel  ^ 
°*^oows agrsat  deal  better  than  he  speaks,  and  can 
^  a  proper  disooune  as  well  as  any  orthodox  ndgh- 
^>ov.    Butheknowsvery  well  that  to  bawl  out,  <  My 

*2*<^i^tt*tdikftiBiAb1eeharaelerof  thedoaawMdnwa 
** ift'hmnmrf, aad  sacnliottB' U  m  an  snniment  of  his  Im- 
V«iWky  ta  hb  PkefrA  10  tbs  Ttolw,  Vol.  IV. 
1 11?'.*^^'"*^  XkaUi  Bargea.  whoM  mceting-houM  mta 
»^w»«  •  Ina  wmt  dnuoycd  by  th«  high-«hareh  mob  upon  oc- 
'^'^  oTSaciMTcran'B  krbl. 


beloved  V  and  the  words  *  grace !  regeneration !  sancti* 
fication !  a  new  light !  the  day !  the  day !  ay,  my  be- 
loved, the  day !  or  rather  the  night  ]  the  night  is  coming !' 
and  *  judgment  will  come  when  we  least  think  of  it  !* 
and  so  forth.  He  knows,  to  be  vehement  b  the  only 
way  to  come  at  hb  audience.  Darnel,  when  he  sees  my 
li'iend  Greenhai  come  in,  can  give  a  good  hint,  and  cry 
out,  'This  is  only  for  the  saints!  the  regenerated P 
By  dib  force  (^  action,  though  mixed  with  all  the  in- 
coherence and  ribaldry  imaginable,  Daniel  can  laugh 
at  bis  diocesan,  and  grow  ^by  voluntary  subscrintioD, 
while  the  parson  of  the  parish  aoes  to  law  for  half  bis 
dues.  Daniel  will  tell  you,  it  b  not  the  shepherd, 
but  the  sheep  with  the  bell,  whidi  the  flock  follows. 

«  Another  thing,  very  wonderful  thb  learned  body 
should  omit^  b  learning  to  read ;  which  is  a  most  ne- 
cessary part  of  eloquence  in  one  who  b  to  serve  at  the 
altar;  for  there  is  no  man  but  must  be  sensible  that 
the  laxy  tone  and  inarticulate  sound  of  our  common 
readers  depreciates  the  most  proper  fbrm  of  words  that 
were  ever  extant  in  any  nation  or  language,  to  "P^ 
their  own  wants,  or  hb  power  from  whom  we  ask  relief. 

'*  Tliere  cannot  be  a  greater  instance  of  the  power  of 
action  than  in  little  paiaan  Dapper,*  who  is  the  common 
relief  to  all  the  lasy  pulpits  in  town.  This  smart  youth 
has  a  very  good  memory,  a  quick  eye,  and  a  clean  hand- 
kerchief. Thus  equipped,  be  opem  hb  text,  shuts  hb 
book  fairly,  shows  he  has  no  notes  in  hb  Bible,  opens 
both  palms,  and  shows  all  b  ihir  there  too.  Thus,  with 
a  decisive  air,  my  young  man  goes  on  without  hesita- 
tion ;  and  though  from  the  beginning  to  dM  end  of  hb 
pretty  discoune,  he  has  not  lued  one  proper  gesture, 
yet,  at  the  conclusion,  the  churchwarden  pulh  hb  gloves 
from  off  fab  hands;  ' Pny,  who  bthb  extraordinary 
young  man  V  Thus  die  force  of  action  b  such,  that  it 
IS  more  prevalent,  even  when  improper,  than^  all  the 
reason  and  argument  in  the  world  without  it."  Thb 
gentleman  ccmduded  hb  discourse  by  saying,  '*  I  do 
not  doubt  but  if  our  preachers  would  leain  to  speak, 
and  our  leadeis  to  read,  within  six  months'  time  we 
should  not  have  a  dissenter  within  a  mile  of  a  church 
in  Great  Britain.'' 

No.  69.   • 

TOISDAY  8BPT.  IS,  1709. 

From  my  own  Apartments,  Bopk,  IS. 
Bfy  province  b  much  larger  than  at  first  sight  men 
wouM  imagine,  and  I  shall  lose  no  part  of  my  juris- 
diction, wluch  extends  not  only  to  futurity,  but  also  is 
retrospect  to  thmgs  past ;  and  the  behaviour  of  persons, 
who  have  long  ago  acted  their  parts,  b  as  ranch  liable 
to  my  examination  as  that  of  my  own  contemporaries. 

In  Older  to  put  the  whole  race  of  mankind  in  their 
proper  distinctions,  according  to  the  opinion  their  coha- 
bitantr  conceived  of  them,  I  have,  with  very  much  care 
and  depth  of  meditation,  thought  fit  to  erect  a  chamber 
of  Fame;  and  establbhed  certain  rules  which  are  to 
be  observed  m  admitting  membeis  into  thb  illustrious 
society. 

la  thb  chamber  of  Fame  there  are  to  be  three  tables, 
but  of  different  lengths;  the  first  b  to  contain  exactly 
twelve  persons ;  die  second,  twenty ;  and  the  third,  a 
hundred.  Thb  b  reckoned  to  be  the  full  number  of 
those  who  have  any  competent  share  of  fame;  At  the 
first  of  these  tables  are  to  be  placed,  in  their  order,  the 
twelve  most  famous  persons  in  the  world ;  not  with 
regard  to  the  things  they  are  fiimous  for,  but  accord- 
ing  to  die  degree  of  their  fame,  whether  in  valbur,  wit, 
or  learning.  Thus,  if  a  scholar  be  more  famous  than 
a  soldier,  he  b  to  sit  above  him.  Neidier  must  any 
preference  be  given  to  virtue,  if  die  person  be  not 
equally  famous. 

When  the  first  table  b  filled,  the  next  in  renown 

•  gappoMd  to  be  Dr.  Jowph  Tnpp. 
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must  be  tested  at  the  Moood,  and  teon  in' like  aaannct 
to  the  number  of  twenty ;  aa  aljo  in  the  tame  order  at 
the  third,  which  i«  to  hold  a  hundred.  At  these  taUes 
no  regard  is  to  be  had  to  seniority ;  for  if  Julius 
CoMar  shall  be  judged  more  famous  than  Romulus  and 
Scipio,  he  must  have  the  precedenoe.  No  person  who 
has  not  been  dead  a  hundred  yean  must  be  offered  to 
a  place  at  any  of  these  tables ;  and  because  this  is  alto- 
gether a  lay  society,  and  that  tacred  peiaons  moire  upon 
greater  motives  than  that  of  fame,  no  persons  celebrated 
in  holy  writ,  or  any  ecclesiastical  man  whatsoever,  are 
to  be  introduced  here. 

At  the  lower  end  of  the  room  is  to  be  a  side>table 
for  persons  of  great  fame,  but  dubious  existence;  such 
as  Hercules,  Theseus,  ^neas,  Achilles,  Hector,  and 
others.  But  becauie  it  is  apprehended  that  there  may 
be  great  contention  about  precedence,  the  proposer 
humbly  desires  the  opinion  of  the  learned  toward 
his  assistance  in  placing  every  person  according  to  his 
rank,  that  none  may  have  just  occasion  of  offence. 
The  meriti^of  the  cause  shall  be  judged  by  plurality 
of  voices. 

For  the  more  impartial  execution  of  this  important 
affiiir,  it  is  desired  that  no  man  will  ofler  his  favourite 
hero,  scholar,  or  poet;  and  that  the  learned  will  be 
pleased  to  send  to  Mr.  Bickerstaff,  at  Mr.  Mo^ew'i^ 
near  Stationers'  Hall,  their  several  lists  for  the  first 
table  only,  and  in  the  order  they  would  have  them 
placed;  after  which,  the  proposer  will  compare  the 
several  lists,  and  make  anotner  for  the  public,  wherein 
everv  name  shall  be  ranked  according  to  the  voices  it 
has  had.  Under  this  chamber  is  to  be  a  dark  vaul^ 
for  the  same  number  of  persons  of  evil  fame. 

It  is  humbly  submitted  to  consideration,  whether 
the  project  would  not  be  better  if  the  persons  of  true 
fame  meet  in  a  middle  room,  those  of  dubious  exist- 
ence in  an  upper  room,  and  those  of  evil  fame  in  a 
lower  dark  room. 

Jt  is  to  be  noted,  that  no  historians  are  to  be  admitted 
at  any  of  these  tables ;  because  they  are  appointed  to 
conduct  the  several  persons  to  their  seats,  and  are  to  fat 
made  use  of  as  ushers  to  the  assemblies. 

I  call  upon  the  learned  world  to  send  me  their  as- 
sistance toward  this  design,  it  being  a  matter  of  too 
great  moment  for  any  one  person  to  determine.  But  I 
do  assure  them  their  lis^  shall  be  examined  with 
great  fidelity,  and  those  that  are  exposed  to  the  public 
made  with  all  the  caution  imaginable. 


No.  68< 

THtntsDAT,  sert.  15,  1709. 

The  progress  of  our  endeavours  will,  of  necessity,  be 
very  much  interrupted,  except  the  learned  world  will 
please  to  send  their  lists  to  the  Chamber  of  Fame  with 
all  expedition.  There  is  nothing  can  so  much  con- 
tribute to  create  a  noble  emiilatiou  in  our  youth  as 
the  honourable  mention  of  such  whose  actions  have 
outlived  the  injuries  of  time,  and  recommended  them- 
selves so  far  to  the  world  that  it  is  become  learoine  to 
know  the  least  circumstance  of  their  affairs.  It  is  a 
great  incentive  to  see  that  some  men  have  raised  them- 
selves so  highly  above  their  fellow-creatures  that  the 
lives  of  ordinary  men  are  spent  in  inquiries  after  the 
particular  actions  of  the  most  illustrious.  True  it  is, 
that  without  this  impulse  to  fame  and  reputation,  our 
industry  would  stagnate,  and  that  lively  desire  of 
pleasing  each  other  die  away.  This  opinion  was  so 
establided  in  the  heathen  world,  that  their  sense  of 
living  appeared  insipid,  except  Uieir  being  was  en- 
livened with  a  consciousness  that  they  were  esteemed  by 
the  rest  of  the  world. 

Upon  examining  the  proportion  of  men's  fame  for 
^able  of  twelve,  I  thought  it  no  ill  way  (since  I 


bad  laid  it  down  for  a  nde^  that  1^  wwe  t»  be  niikc|i 
simply  as  they  wese  fiuwus,  without  regard  to  their 
virtue)  to  ask  my  sister  Jenny's  advice ;  and  psiticu> 
larly  mentioned  to  her  the  name  of  Aristode.  She  im* 
mediately  told  ma  he  was  a  very  great  schohv,  and  tUt 
she  bad  read  him  «t  the  bosurding-schooL  Sbs  oer* 
tainly  naeans  a  trifle,  sold  by  the  hawkery  caU«i 
<' Aristotle's  ProkdoBf."  But  this  raised  &gi«atscraplft 
in  me,  whether  a  fame  increased  by  impositioo  of 
others  is  to  be  added  to  his  account,  or  that  these  ex- 
cresoenoes,  whieh  grow  out  of  bis  real  reputation,  sod 
give  encouragement  to  others  to  pass  things  under  ^ 
covert  of  his  name^  should  be  considered  in  gtviog  him 
hisseatin  thechaiuberf  This  punctilio  is  refened  to 
the  leaned.  In  the  mean  time,  so  ill-natured  are  mso- 
kind,  that  I  believe  I  have  names  already  sent  ass  suf- 
ficient to  fill  up  my  lists  for  the  daik  room,  and  crcxy 
one  is  opt  enoi:^  to  send  in  their  accounts  of  ill  de* 
serven.  This  malevolence  does  not  proceed  from  a 
real  dislike  of  virtue,  but  a  diabolical  prqudice  againit 
it,  which  makes  men  willing  to  destroy  what  they  esie 
not  to  imitate.  Thus  you  see  the  greattast  chanden 
among  your  acquaintance,  and  those  yoo  live  with,  m 
traduced  by  all  below  dMm  in  virtue,  wbo  never  men- 
tion them  but  with  an  exception.  However,  I  believe,! 
shall  not  give  the  world  much  tnmble  about  filling  mj 
tables  for  those  of  evil  fiune ;  for  I  have  some  thoughts 
of  dapping  up  the  shaspers  there  as  last  as  I  csn  Isy 
hold  of  them. 

At  present  I  aaa  employed  in  lookiqg  over  thesevcnl 
notices  which  I  have  received  of  their  manner  d 
dexterity,  and  the  wav  at  dice  of  making  all  rtfggf  si 
the  cant  is.  The  wnole  art  of  securing  a  die  hss 
lately  been  sent  me,  by  a  person  who  was  of  the  frater- 
nity, but  is  disabled  by  the  loes  of  a  fingmr;  by  vhich 
means  he  cannot  practise  that  trick  as  be  used  to  do. 
But  I  am  very  much  at  a  loss  how  to  call  some  of  the 
fair  sex,  who  are  aocom^ces  with  the  knighti  ef 
industry ;  for  my  metaphorical  dogs  are  easUy  enoogli 
understood;  but  the  frsninine  gender  of  dogs  has  ss 
baiah  a  sound,  that  we  know  not  how  to  name  it  But 
I  am  credibly  informed,  that  there  are  female  dogs  si 
voracious  as  the  males,  and  make  advances  to  youof 
fellows^  without  any  other  design  but  coming  to  a 
familiarity  with  their  purses.  I  Live  also  long  lists  of 
persons  of  condition,  who  are  certainly  of  me  ssbm 
regimen  with  these  banditti,  and  instrumental  to  their 
cheats  upon  undisceiuingmen  of  their  own  rank.  Tbeie 
add  their  good  reputation  to  carry  on  the  impostarei 
of  otha%  whose  very  names  would  else  be  defeuoe 
enough  against  falling  into  their  hands.  But,  for  the 
honour  of  our  nation,  these  shall  be  unmentioned ;  pro- 
vided we  hear  no  more  of  such  pmctices^  and  that  tbej 
shall  not  from  henceforward  suffer  the  society  of  such 
as  they  know  to  be  the  common  enemies  of  order,  dis- 
cipline, and  Tirtue.  If  it  appear  that  they  go  on  in 
encouraging  them,  they  must  be  proceeded  agaiust 
according  to  the  severest  rules  of  history^  where  all  it 
to  be  laid  before  the  world  with  impartiality,  sod 
without  respect  to  persons, 

*'  8o  let  the  stricken  deer  go 


No.  70. 

TOBSDAY,  SEPT.  20,  1709. 

"  TO  ISAAC  BICKEBSTAFF,  Em- 

"  SiB,~I  read  with  great  pleasose,  in  the  Teitler  of 
Saturday  last,  die  conversation  upon  eloquence ;  ptneit 
me  to  hint  to  you  one  thing  iJae  gnat  Roman  onfeDf 
observes  upon  this  subject :  Capyt  enim  arinirabattir 
oraiorit,  (fie  quotes  Meuedemus^  an  Athenian,)  ut  ipM 
apyd  quoa  agerei  iatia  qnmitm  ipm  epUwti  wdtniiff'  ; 
idjteri  vitm  dignitiUe,  (Tull.  de  Oratoie.)  It  is  the 
first  rule  in  oratory,  that  a  man  must  appear  such  ss 


TIffi  TATUB. 


W  voBUfOioade  oUiof  to  be;'  and  that  can  be  ac- 

eonpliibca  vdj  hj  &e  foice  of  hia  life.    I  believe  it 

ni^  be  of  greatieivice  to  let  our  public  onUon  know 

tiut  IB  oBoatonl  gnurity,  or  an  unbecoming  levity 

ID  tkir  btbtTiour  oat  of  the  pulpit  will  take  very 

fflucb  btn  tU  force  of  tbeir  eloquence  in  it    Excum 

aiwdMT  MTU  of  latin;  it  u  from  one  of  the  fathers; 

1  doak  it  wul  a^ipear  a  juat  obwrvation  to  all,  and  it 

maj  hare  aotftonty  with  aome :  Qm  autmn  docent  tan- 

hatj  me  foeumty  ipti  praeepiU  mi*  detrahwti  potidut ; 

fat  tmm  tbtemperti^  emn  ijpai'  prwotpioru  iioceani  non 

fihtempnrtf    Tboae  who  teach,  but  do  not  act  agree- 

&b) J  ta  the  iwtrnctiona  they  give  to  otherai  take  away 

»U  weight  from  dieir  dootriBe ;  for  who  will  obey  the 

\jtteefib  ihej  inculcate^  if  thev  theowelvei  teach  ua  by 

tbdr  lattice  to  diaobey  tbemi 

**  I  am,  air,  your  most  humble  aervan^ 

Jonathan  Ro8Bhat. 

"  P^.~Yott  were  complaining  in  that  Paper  that 

tbe  ck|y  of  Great  Britain  had  not  yet  learned  to 

wak:  a  very  great  delect  indeed:  and  therefore  I 

•Ln  tfaink  myaalf  a  well-deaerver  of  the  church,  in  re- 

coaacodiog  all  the  domb  deigy  to  the  fiunoua  apeak- 

iof  4ctor  at  Kenaingtan.     Thia  ingenioua  gentleman, 

cut  of  fompaawon  to  thoae  of  a  bad  utterance,  has 

placed  hii  WiU  atudy  in  the  new-modelling  the  organa 

<( vdet;  which  art  he  baa  so  £ar  advanced  aa  to  be 

tbl«  ertn  to  make  a  good  orator  of  a  pair  of  bellowa. 

H*  My  exhibited  a  apecimen  of  hiaakill  in  thia  way, 

9(  vbich  I  vaa  infonned  by  the  worthy  gentlemen  then 

{■cemt,  who  were  at  once  delighted  and  amaied  to 

bcv  an  iustrument  of  ao  aimple  an  organisation  uae 

u  ruct  articulation  of  worda,  a  juat  cadency  in  ita 

Mtmeca,  and  a  wonderful  pathos  in  its  prononcia^oa : 

tuttkat  he  deaigna  to  expatiate  in  thia  practice ;  because 

he  caonot,  aa  he  aaya,  i^iprehend  what  uae  it  may  be 

of  toauuikind,  whose  benefit  he  aims  at  in  a  more  par- 

ticaltf  maoner :  and  for  the  aame  reaaon^  lie  will  neva 

nnte  iiMtract  the  feathered  kind,  the  parrot  having  been 

hii  Uft  acholar  in  that  way.     He  haa  a  wonderful 

itcohj  in  "*^^yng  and  mending  eckoea ;  and  thia  he 

till  pcribrm  at  any  time  for  the  use  of  the  aolitarv 

ia  the  country;  being  a  man  bom  for  universal  good, 

ud  for  that  reason  recommended  to  your  patronage  by, 

"  Sir,  youra,"  Ac. 

No.  71. 
TWnuUIAY,  SBTT.  22^  1709. 
"Eaooni  BioKBMTArr,-*Findiqg  your  advice  and 
eesniv  to  have  a  good  efiecl,  I  denra  yoqi  admonition 
V>  oiir  vicar  and  sdioolnaster,  who,  in  his  preaching  to 
1^  MAaUmt  ttyetdws  his  jaws  so  wide,  that,  instead  of 
i^^netiiif  yooil^  it  rather  frightens  them  :  likewiae  in 
>«<%  ]nyas,  he  has  such  a  careless  loll,  that 
P^  aie  jwtly  oAended  at  hia  irreverent  poature; 
^»l«i  the  extraflfdinaiy  charge  they  are  put  to  in 
ttoijiif  tbeir  dnldvan  to  dance,  to  bnog  them  off  of 
^  ill  gertvea.  Another  evil  IsusuHy  he  has,  in 
>^Bf  the  bowlh^-green  his  daily  residence,  instead 
^  ^is  church,  where  his  cozate  reads  prayers  every  day. 
If  the  weather  is  &ir,  his  time  is  spent  in  visiting;  if 
c«U  or  wet,  in  bed,  or  at  least  at  home,  though  within 
abittditd  yards  of  the  chuich.  These,  ont  of  many 
mdk  iiregiijar  practicei»  I  write  for  his  reclamation : 
^  two  or  Aras  things  more  before  I  conclude;  to 
*^  that  gcneraUy  when  hia  curate  praacbaa  in  the 
■[$fnM»Q,  ha  deep  sotting  in  the  deak  on  a  haamck. 
With  all  this,  he  is  aa  extsemely  proud,  that  he  will  go 
hit  CMS  to  the  sick,  exeept  they  vetnm  his  visit" 

No  74. 

TODunar,  agrr.  39,  1709. 

Gtscbs  GMfeaHowae,  Sep*,  se. 
iHti  ereotng  I  dnvght  fit  to  notify  to  the  literati  of 


this  boose,  and  by  that  mesas  to  all  &e  world,  that  on 
Saturday,  the  15di  of  October  next  ensuing,  I  design 
to  fix  my  firat  table  of  fiune ;  and  deaire  that  each  as 
are  acquainted  with  the  chaiacters  of  the  twelve  most 
fiuooous  men  that  have  ever  appeared  in  the  world, 
would  send  in  theii  lista»  or  name  any  one  man  for 
that  table,  assigning  also  hia  place  at  it,  before  that 
time,  upon  nain  of  having  such  hia  man  of  &me  poat- 
poned,  or  placed  too  high,  for  ever.  I  shall  not,  upon 
any  application  whatever,  alter  the  place  which  upon 
thi^  day  I  ahall  give  to  any  of  theae  worthiea.  But 
whereas  there  an  many  who  take  upon  them  to  admire 
dua  hittOy  or  that  author,  upon  aecond  hand,  I  expect 
each  aobscriber  should  underwrite  his  reason  for  the 
place  he  allots  hb  candidate. 

The  thing  ia  of  the  last  consequence;  for  we  are 
about  settUog  the  greatest  pomt  toat  ever  has  been 
debated  in  any  age;  and  I  ahall  take  precautions 
accordingly.  Let  every  man  who  votes  consider  that 
he  is  now  going  lo  give  away  that  for  which  the 
aoldier  gave  up  hia  rest,  his  plessure,  and  hn  life ;  the 
scholar  resigned  his  whole  series  of  thought,  his  mid- 
night repoee,  and  hia  morning  slumbers.  In  a  word, 
he  is|  as  I  may  say»  to  be  judge  of  that  after-life 
whi^  noUe  spirits  prefer  to  tbeir  very  real  beings.  I 
hope  I  shall  oe  forgiven,  therefore,  if  I  make  some 
obgectiaDs  against  their  jury,  as  they  shall  occur  to  me. 
The  whole  of  the  number  by  whom  they  are  to  be 
tried  are  to  be  scholars.  I  am  persuaded,  also,  that 
Arietotle  will  be  pit  up  by  all  of  that  class  of  men. 
However,  in  behalf  of  0Qle^^  such  aa  wear  the  livery  of 
Aristotle,  the  two  £unous  universities  are  called  upon 
on  this  occasion:  but  I  except  the  men  of  Queen^ 
Exeter,  and  Jesus  Colleges,  in  Oxford,  who  are  not  to 
be  electofs,*  because  he  shall  not  be  crowned  from  an 
implicit  fiotb  in  his  writings^  but  receive  his  honour 
ftom  such  judges  as  shall  aflow  him  to  be  censured. 
Upon  this  election,  as  I  was  just  now  goiag  to  say,  I 
Uini^  all  who  think  and  speak  after  others,  to  coucem 
themselves  in  it.  For  which  reason,  all  illiterate 
diatant  admirea  are  forbidden  to  corrupt  the  voicea  by 
amding,  ac^rding  to  the  new  mode,  any  poor  atndenti 
coala  and  candlea^  for  their  votea  in  boialf  of  auch 
worthiea  as  thev  pretend  to  esteem.  All  newsewriteis 
ace  also  excludeo,  because  they  consider  fame  aa  it  ia 
a  report  which  gives  foundation  to  the  filling  up  their 
rhapsodies,  and  not  as  it  is  the  emanation  or  conse- 
quence of  good  and  evil  actions.  These  are  excepted 
•gainst  as  justly  aa  butehers  in  case  of  life  and  death : 
their  familiarity  with  the  greatest  names  takes  off  the 
delicacy  of  their  regard,  as  dealing  in  blood  makes  the 
lanii  kss  tender  of  spilUng  it. 

No.  81. 
•4TWB0AY,  ovroBia  15,  1709. 


BlariiiaiMisob  patHan  jmgaaado  mlnsffa  paad.*^— — 
Qttiqiw  pu  Tsiia.  «a  Ftobo  dins  loenU. 
loveotwB  «ui  qui  vitam  sxoolo&e  per  wtM. 
Quique  sui  memores  alio*  feeSre  merendo. 

Vrso.  iBn.  vi.  6SD. 
Hen- Miitots  live,  vha  tar  tlitir  eounlry'a  food, 
I»  flghtiDg  flslda  wwe  yrodigal  of  blood  ;— 
B«iw  posts,  worthy  thdr  Inspiring  cod, 
And  of  nnblemiibed  life  miike  theb-  abods. 
And  MMching  wto.  of  wiora  mecfauiie  parti, 
Who  giaoad  their  ags  with  new-iaveolad  uta : 
Thois  wbo  to  wortk  tbeir  bounty  dU  extend; 
And  th(we  wbo  knew  that  bounty  to  oomniend.^DaTD»r. 


FroM  my  own  Apaitments,  Oet.  14. 
Thbre  are  two  kinds  of  immortality ;  that  which  the 
soul  really  enjoys  after  this  life,  and  that  imaginary 

•  The  membars  of  lhe«e  three  colleges  were  obliged,  by  their 
itottttes,  to  keep  to  Aristotle  for  their  texts. 

k  Thia  node  of  bribery  bad  bean  ^praflHasd.  in  the  alaatiaa  of 
sir  B.  Giaen*  as  aMsnaan  of  the  ward  af  Qnaaahltha. 
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eztttencei  07  which  man  live  in  their  fame  and  reputa- 
tion. The  belt  and  greatest  octiont  have  poceeded 
from  the  prospect  of  the  one  or  the  other  of  these ;  bat 
my  design  is  to  treat  only  of  diose  who  have  chiefly 
proposed  to  themselves  the  latter,  as  the  principal 
reward  of  their  labours.  It  was  ibr  thiv  reason  that  I 
excluded  from  my  tables  of  fame,  adl  the  great  founders 
and  votaries  of  reKgion;  and  it  is  for  this  reason,  also, 
that  I  am  more  thur  ordinarily  anxious  to  do  justice  to 
the  persons  of  whom  I  am  now  going  to  speak ;  lor, 
since  ikme  was  the  only  end  of  all  their  enterprises 
and  studies,  a  man  cannot  be  too  scrupulous  in  allotting 
them  their  due  proportion  of  it.  It  was  this  con- 
sideration which  maoe  me  call  the  whole  body  of  the 
learned  to  my  assistance ;  to  many  of  whom  I  must 
own  my  obligations  for  the  catalogues  of  illustrious 
nenon^  which  they  have  sent  me  in  upon  this  occasion. 
I  yesterday  employed  the  whole  afternoon  in  comparing 
&em  with  each  other;  which  made  so  strong  an 
impreHion  upon  my  imagination,  that  they  broke  my 
sleep  for  the  first  part  of  the  following  night,  and  at 
length  threw  me  into  a  very  asreeable  vision,  which  I 
shall  beg  leave  to  describe  m  all  tti  particulars : — 

I  dreamed  that  I  was  conveyed  into  a  wide  and 
boundless  plain,  that  was  covered  with  prodigious 
multitudes  of  people,  which  no  man  oould  number. 
In  the  midst  of  H  there  stood  a  mountain  with  its  head 
above  the  clouds.  The  sides  were  extremely  steep,  and 
of  such  a  particular  structure  that  no  creature  which 
was  not  made  in  a  human  figure  could  possibly 
ascend  it.  On  a  sudden,  there  was  heard  from  the  top 
of  it  a  sound  Uke  that  of  a  trumpet ;  but  so  exceedingly 
sweet  and  harmonious,  that  it  filled  the  hearts  of  those 
who  heard  it  with  raptures,  and  gave  such  high  and 
delightful  sensations,  as  seemed  to  animate  and  raise 
human  nature  above  itself.  This  made  me  very  much 
amased  to  find  so  very  few  in  that  inoumerable  multi- 
tude who  bad  ears  fine  enough  to  hear  or  relish  this 
music  with  pleasure;  but  my  wonder  abated,  when, 
npon  looking  round  me,  I  saw  most  of  them  attentive 
to  three  sirens,  clothed  like  goddesses,  and  distinguished 
by  the  names  of  Slotli,  Ignorance,  and  Pleasure.  They 
were  eeated  on  three  rocks,  amid  a  beautiful  variety 
of  gr9ves^  meadows^  and  rivulets  that  lay  on  the 
borders  of  the  mountain.  While  the  base  and  grovel- 
ling multitude  of  different  nations,  tanks,  and  ages, 
were  listening  to  these  delusive  deities,  those  of  a  more 
erect  aspect,  and  exalted  spirit,  separated  themselves 
from  the  rest,  and  marched  in  great  bodies  toward 
the  mountain,  iVom  whence  they  heard  the  sound, 
which  still  grew  sweeter,  the  more  they  listened  to  it 

On  a  sudden  methought  this  select  liand  sprang 
forward,  with  a  resolution  to  climb  the  ascent,  and 
follow  tiie  call  of  that  heavenly  music.  Every  one 
took  something  with  him,  tiiat  be  thought  might  be  of 
assistance  to  him  in  his  march.  Several  had  their 
swords  drawn,  some  carried  rolla  of  paper  in  their 
hands,  some  had  compasses,  others  quadrants,  others 
telescopes,  and  others  pencils;  some  had  laurels  on 
their  heads,  and  others  buskins  on  their  legs :  in  shorty 
there  was  scarce  any  instrument  of  a  mechanic  art  or 
liberal  science  which  was  not  made  use  of  on  this 
occasion.  My  good  demon,  who  stood  at  my  right 
hand  during  the  course  of  this  whole  vision,  observing 
in  me  a  burning  desire  to  join  that  glorious  company, 
told  me,  "He  highly  approved  that  generous  vdour 
with  which  I  seemed  transported;  but,  at  the  same 
time,  advised  me  to  cover  my  face  with  a  mask  all  the 
while  I  was  to  labour  on  the  ascent/*  I  took  his 
counsel,  without  inquiring  into  his  reasons.  The 
whole  body  now  broke  into  different  parties,  and  began 
to  dtmb  the  precipice  bv  ten  thousand  different  paths. 
Several  got  into  little  alleys,  which  did  not  reaco  far 
up  the  hill  before  they  ended  and  led  no  farther ;  and 


I  observed  that  most  of  the  artisans,  wHch  eonsidoably 
dimimshed  our  number,  foil  into  tiieie  path& 

We  left  another  considerable  body  of  adventuren 
behind  us,  who  thought  tiiey  had  discovered  bj-vayi  iTp 
the  hill,  which  proved  so  very  intricate  and  perplexed, 
that,  after  having  advanced  in  them  a  little,  they  vm 

auite  lost  among  the  several  turns  and  windings ;  Bud 
!iough  thev  were  as  active  as  any  in  theit  motioni^they 
made  but  little  progress  in  the  ascent.    These,  si  ny 
guide  informed  me,  were  ''  men  of  subtle  tempera,  aod 
puzsled  politics,  who  wouM  supply  the  place  of  real 
wisdom  with  cunning  and  artifice."*    Among  those  who 
were  far  advanced  in  their  way,  there  were  some  tbat, 
by  one  false  step,  fell  backward,  and  lost  more  groaod 
in  a  moment  tlum  they  had  gained  for  many  hoan,  n 
could  be  ever  able  to  recover.   Wewerenow  adfanced 
very  high,  and  observed  that  all  the  different  patbs 
which  ran  about  the  sides  of  the  mountain  hegau  to 
meet  in  two  great  roads ;  which  insensibly  gatfaeml  the 
whole  multitude  of  travellers  into  two  great  bodies.  At 
a  little  distance  from  the  entrance  of  each  road,  thm 
stood  a  hideous  phantom,  that  opposed  our  farther  pv- 
sage.    One  of  these  mparitions  had  his  right  hand  fin^ 
with  darte,  which  he  orandished  in  the  face  of  all  vb 
came  up  that  way  :  crowds  ran  back  at  the  appearain^ 
of  it,  and  cried  out  Death  f    The  spectre  that  ^anled 
the    other  road  was  Envy :  she  was  not  armed  vith 
weapons  of  destruction,  like  the  former ;  but  by  dreatl* 
ful  nissings,  noises  of  reproach,  and  a  horrid  dittnctid 
laughter,  we  appeared  more  frightful  than  Death  itielf ; 
insomuch,  that  abundance  of  our  company  were  dis- 
couraged from  passing  any  fartiiet,  and  some  appealed 
ashamed   of  having  come  so   far.     As  for  m)ielf.  I 
must  confoss  my  heart  shrunk  within  roe  at  the  sight cf 
these  ghastly  appearances :  but  on  a  sudden,  the  voice 
of  the  trumpet  came  more  full  upon  us,  so  that  v«  Mt 
a  new  resolution  reviving  in  us ;  and  in  proportion  ai 
tiiis  resolution  grew,  the  terrors  before  us  teexwd  ti> 
vanish.     Most  of  the  company,  who  had  swords  in  thfir 
hands,  marched  on  with  great  spirit,  and  an  air  of  d^ 
fiance,  up  the  road  that  was  commanded  by  I>e3ti]'< 
while  others,  who  had  thought  and  contemplatioo  in 
their  looks,  went  forward,  in  a  more  composed  manoer. 
up  the  road  possessed  by  Envy.     The  way  abore  tb^ 
apparitions  grew  smooth  and  uniform,  and  was  ao  d^ 
lightful,  that  the  travellers  went  on  with  pleasure,  spd 
in  a  little  time  arrived  at  the  top  of  the  mouutii:)' 
They  here  began  to  breathe  a  delicious  kind  cf  «tber, 
and  Mw  all  ttM  fields  about  them  covered  with  a  ^ji^ 
of  purple  light,  that  made  them  reflect  with  sBtiffacti<n 
on  then:  past  toils ;  and  diffused  a  secret  joy  thiw^ 
the  whole  assembly,  which  showed  itself  in  every  \oA 
and  feature.    In  the  midst  of  these  happy  fields  tfafie 
stood  a  palace  of  a  very  glorious  structure :  it  had  four 
great  folding  doors,  tint  fhced  the  four  several  qasrtai 
of  the  world.     On  the  top  of  it  was  enthroned  toe  gi^ 
dess  of  the  mountain,  who  smiled  upon  ber  votaries,  sm 
sounded  the  silver  trumpet  which  had  called  them  ap« 
and  cheered  them  in  their  passage  to  her  pakce.  T^l 
had  now  formed  themselves  into  several  divisions;  a 
band  of  hbtorians  taking  their  stations  at  each  doer, 
according  to  tiie  persons  whom  they  were  to  introdu<*. 
On  a  sudden  the  trumpet,  which  had  hitherto  lotindw 
only  a  march,  or  point  of  war,  now  swelled  all  itsn<>(«9 
into  triumph  and  exultation :  the  whole  fabric  Ao^ 
and  the  doors  flew  open.   The  first  that  stepped  (artvi 
was  a  beautiful  and  blooming  hero,  and,  as  1  hesnJ  ^T 
the  murmurs  round  me,  Alexander  the  Great  He  »s* 
conducted  by  a  crowd  of  historians.    The  person  vbo 
immediately  walked  before  him  was  remarkable  tf^ 
embroidered  garment,  who,  not  being  well  acqasiot^ 
with  the  place,  was  conducting  him  to  an  apartment  af 
pointed  for  the  reception  of  fohulous  heroes.  Thenam« 
of  this  false  guide  was  Qinntus  Curtins.    But  Arri^o 
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and  Flntucfa,  who  knew  better  the  aTeonet  of  tiiit  pa- 
lace, ccodncled  him  into  the  gmt  hall,  and  placed  him 
at  the  appcr  cod  of  the  fint  table.  My  good  demon, 
that  I  ni|hl  aee  the  whole  ceremony,  conveyed  me  to  a 
coTPtr  of  thU  room,  whoc  I  might  perceive  all  that 
paoed  without  being  leen  myself.  The  next  who  en- 
tered WM  a  charming  virgin,  leading  in  a  venerable  old 
niao  that  vaa  Uiud.  Under  her  left  arm  she  l>ore  a 
hu^  and  oo  her  head  a  garland.  Alexander,  who  was 
Mtj  well  acquainted  with  Homer,  stood  up  at  his  en- 
tnDoe,  aod  placed  him  on  his  right  hand.  The  virgin, 
vhi)  it  leema  was  oneof  the  nine  sisters  that  attended  on 
thegoddeai  of  Fame,  miled  with  an  ineflhble  grace  at 
their  meetixig,  and  retired. 

Julius  Chbt  was  now  coming  forward ;  and  thoogh 
iiflit  of  the  historians  offered  their  eervice  to  introdnce 
him,  he  left  them  at  the  door,  and  would  have  no  con- 
dartor  hut  himself. 

The  next  who  advanced  was  a  man  of  a  homely  but 
cheerful  aipect,  and  attended  by  peraons  of  greater  figure 
tluD  U7  that  appeared  on  this  occasion.  Plato  was  on 
hif  right  hand,  and  Xenopbon  on  his  left.  He  bowed 
to  BofufT,  and  sat  down  by  him.  It  was  expected  that 
Plato  would  himself  have  taken  a  place  next  to  his 
ouster  Sooalei ;  but  on  a  sudden  tnere  was  hrard  a 
rroa  clamour  of  disputants  at  the  door,  who  appeared 
vith  Ariitotle  at  the  bead  of  them.  That  philosopher, 
•irh  aoiDe  rudeness,  but  great  strength  of  reason,  con- 
rtnced  the  whole  table  ttiat  a  title  to  the  fifth  place 
ni  his  due,  and  took  it  accordingly. 

He  had  scuoe  sat  down,  when  the  same  beautiful 
Mrfio  that  had  introduced  Homer  brought  in  another, 
tbo  bung  hack  at  the  entiance,  and  would  have  excused 
bimaeU^  had  not  his  modesty  been  overcome  by  the  in- 
riutioD  of  all  who  sat  at  the  tsble.  His  guide  and 
Miafiour  made  me  easily  conclude  it- was  Virgil, 
ricm  next  appeared,  and  took  his  pilaoe.  He  had 
a^qaired  at  the  door  for  one  Lucceiua  to  introduce  htm ; 
^t  not  fiodii^  him  tbeie,  he  contented  himself  with 
tbr  itteiidance  of  many  other  writers,  who  all,  except 
^Qft,  appeared  highly  pleesed  with  the  ofBoe. 

^>  waited  some  time  in  expectation  of  the  next 
v<irthj,  vho  came  in  with  a  great  retinue  of  historians, 
*««e  names  I  could  not  learn,  most  of  them  being 
ut'Tei  of  Carthage.  The  person  thus  conducted,  who 
•«i  Hannibal,  aenned  much  disturbed,  and  could  not 
'«rhear  eomplainiiig  to  the  board  of  the  allronts  he  had 
nwt  with  among  tiw  Roman  historians,  "  who  at- 
^''Df^vd,''  mya  he,  "  to  carry  me  into  the  subterraneous 
S^rtmeot;  and  perbaps  would  have  done  it,  had  it 
'•f  Urn  for  the  impartiality  of  this  gentleman,"  point- 
'V  to  Poly faiua^  "  who  waa  the  only  person,  except  my 
'vri  countrymen,   that  was  willing  to  conduct  me 

The  Cardiagtnian  took  hia  seat,  and  Pompey  entered 
*  lii  crest  dignity  in  his  own  person,  and  preceded  by 
"^frj  hiatoriansw  Luean  the  poet  was  at  the  head  of 
*^*<m.  vbo,  observing  Homer  and  Virgil  at  the  table, 
^i«  going  to  sit  down  himself,  had  not  the  latter  whis- 
peml  him,  that  whatever  pretence  he  might  otherwise 
UM  ^mA^  }jg  forfeited  his  claim  to  it,  by  coming  in  as 
'  ^  of  the  faiatorians.  Lncan  was  so  exasperated  with 
t  ^  Tefxibe,  that  he  muttered  something  to  himself;  and 
*as  heanl  to  say,  that  since  he  could  not  have  a  scat 
*^  iiff  them  himself,  he  would  bring  in  one  who  alone 
1^  nore  merit  than  their  whole  assembly ;  upon  which 
V  «fDtV)  the  door,  and  brought  in  Cato  of  Utica.  That 
pvat  HMQ  aoproacfaed  the  company  with  such  an  air 
*^  ihowed  be  oootemned  the  honour  whidi  he  laid  a 
'Uim  to.  Observing  the  seat  opposite  to  Caesar  was 
r«c«t,1ie  took  possession  of  it,  and  spoke  two  or  three 
'^otff  •entences  upon  the  nature  of  precedency,  which, 
'"vadhig  tohim,  **  cousisted  not  in  pUce,  but  in  intrin- 
"-'  iwnt  f  to  which  he  added,  *<  that  the  most  virtuous 


man,  wherever  he  was  seated,  was  alwa3fs  at  the  upper 
end  of  the  table."  Socrates,  who  had  a  great  spirit  of 
raillery  with  his  wisdom,  could  not  forbear  smiling  at  a 
virtue  which  took  so  little  pains  te  make  itself  agreeable. 
Cicero  took  the  occasion  to  make  a  lone  discourse  in 
praise  of  Cato,  which  he  uttered  with  muoi  vehemence. 
Caesar  answered  him  with  a  great  deal  of  seeming 
temper ;  but,  as  1  stood  at  a  great  distance  from  diem, 
I  waa  not  able  to  hear  one  wwd  of  what  they  said.  But 
I  could  not  forbear  taking  notice,  that  in  all  the  dis- 
course which  passed  at  the  table,  a  word  or  nod  from 
Homer  decided  the  controversy. 

After  a  short  pause  Augustus  appeared,  looking  round 
him,  with  a  serene  and  aflkble  countenance,  upon  all  the 
writers  of  bis  age,  who  strove  among  themselves  which 
of  them  Aould  show  him  the  greatest  marks  of  gratitude 
and  respect.  Virgil  rose  from  the  table  to  meet  him; 
and  thoogh  he  was  an  acceptable  guest  to  all,  he  ap- 
peared more  such  to  the  learned  than  the  military  wor- 
thies. The  next  man  astonished  the  whole  table  with 
his  appearance :  he  was  slow,  solemn,  and  silent  in  his 
behavioor,  and  wore  a  raiment  <:unously  wrought  with 
hieroglyphics.  As  he  came  into  the  middle  of  the  room, 
he  threw  up  the  skirts  of  it,  and  discovered  a  golden 
thigh.  Socrates,  at  the  sight  of  it,  declared  *'  against 
keeping  company  with  any  who  were  not  made  of  flesh 
and  blood  :**  and  therefore  desired  Diogenes  the  Laer- 
tian  '^  to  lead  him  to  the  apartment  aliotted  for  fabu- 
lous heroes  and  worthies  of  dubious  existence.'*  At 
his  going  out,  be  told  them,  <'  that  they  did  not  know 
whom  tihey  dismissed :  that  he  was  now  Pythagoras, 
the  first  of  philosophers,  and  that  formerly  he  had  been 
a  very  brave  man  at  the  siege  of  Troy.**  "  That  may 
be  very  true,**  said  Socrates ;  **  but  you  forget  that  you 
have  likewise  been  a  very  great  harlot  in  your  time.** 
This  exclusion  made  way  for  Archimedes^  who  came 
forward  with  a  scheme  of  mathematical  figures  in  his 
hand ;  among  which  I  observed  a  cone  and  a  cylinder. 

Seeing  this  table  full,  I  desired  my  guide,  for  variety, 
to  lead  me  to  the  fabulous  auartmeiit,  Uie  roof  of  which 
was  painted  with  gorgons,  chimeras,  and  centaurs,  with 
many  other  emblematical  figures,  which  I  wanted  both 
time  and  skill  to  unriddle.  The  first  table  was  almost 
full :  at  the  upper  end  sat  Hercules,  leaning  an  arm 
upon  his  club ;  on  his  right  hand  were  Achilles  and 
LTIysses,  and  bietween  them  JEneaM ;  on  his  left  were 
Hector,  Theseus,  and  Jason :  the  lower  end  had 
Orpheus,  .£sop,  FlMdaris,  and  Mussbus.  The  ushers 
seemed  at  a  loss  for  a  twelfth  man,  when,  methought, 
to  my  great  joy  and  surprise,  I  heard  some  at  the  lower 
end  of  the  table  mention  Isaac  BickerstafT;  but  those 
of  the  upper  end  received  it  with  disdain ;  and  said, 
'*  If  they  must  have  a  British  worthy,  they  would  have 
Robin  Hood.** 

While  I  was  transported  with  the  honour  that  was 
done  me,  and  burning  with  envy  against  my  compe- 
titor, I  was  awakened  by  the  noise  of  the  cannon  which 
were  then  fired  fbr  the  taking  of  Mons.  I  should  have 
been  very  much  troubled  at  being  thrown  out  of  so 
pleasing  a  vision  on  any  other  occasion ;  but  thought 
it  an  agreeable  change,  to  have  my  thoughts  diverted 
from  the  greatest  among  the  dead  and  fabulous  heroes, 
to  the  most  famous  among  the  real  and  the  living. 


No.  230. 

TUBSDAY,  SXFT.  28,  1710. 


PiroBi  iny  owo  ApaitmoBti,  Seplcuiber  97. 
Thb  foDowing  letter  has  laid  before  me  many  great 
and  manifesf  evils  2n  the  world  of  letters^  which  1  had 
overlooked ;  but  it  opens  to  me  a  very  busy  sCeiR,  ami 
it  will  rec^uire  no  small  care  and  application  te  aimen4 
errors  which  are  become  so  universal.    The  aflcctatiba 
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of  polit«DC«  if  ezpofed  in  tiiii  epistle  wiih  a  greet  deel 
of  wit  and  discemment ;  to  that  whaterer  discounet  I 
may  fall  into  hereafter,  upon  the  fubjeot  the  vrritcr 
tieati  of,  I  shall  at  pment  lay  the  mattsr  before  the 
world  without  the  least  alteration  from  the  words  of 
my  correipnndent^ 

"TO  ISAAC  BICKSBSTAFP,  Bsq. 

"Sib,  Thebb  bk  some  abuses  amoog  us  of  great 
consequence,  the  reformation  of  which  is  properly  your 
province ;  although  as  far  as  I  hare  been  coaveisant  in 
your  papen,  you  have  not  yet  considered  them.  These 
are  the  deplorable  ignorance  that  tot  some  years  hath 
reigned  among  our  English  writen^  the  great  depravity 
of  our  taste,  and  the  continual  corruption  of  our  style. 
I  say  nothing  here  of  those  who  handle  particular 
sciences,  divinity,  law«  physic,  and  the  like;  I  mean 
the  trades  in  history,  and  politics,  and  the  belle§  Ittira^ 
together  with  those  by  whom  books  are  not  translated, 
but  (as  the  conunon  expressions  are)  done  out  d 
French,  Latin,  or  other  languages,  and  made  Engliih. 
I  cannot  but  observe  to  you,  that,  until  of  late  yean, 
a  Grub-street  book  was  always  bound  in  sheepskin, 
with  suitable  print  and  paper,  the  price  never  above  a 
shilling,  and  taken  off  wholly  by  common  tradesmen 
or  country  pedlen ;  but  now  they  appear  in  all  siaes 
and  shapes,  and  in  all  places :  they  are  handed  about 
from  lapfuUs  in  every  coffeehouse  to  persons  of  quality ; 
are  shown  in  Westminster-hall  and  the  dourt  of 
Requests ;  you  may  see  them  gilt,  and  in  royal  paper, 
of  five  or  six  hundred  pages,  and  rated  accordingly,  I 
would  engage  to  fumisci  you  with  a  catalogue  of  Bog- 
li^  book^  published  within  the  camnasi  of  seven  years 
past,  which  at  the  first  hand  woulo  cost  you  fOOA^ 
whoein  you  shall  not  be  able  to  find  ten  lines  together 
of  common  grammar,  or  conynon  sense. 

**  These  two  evils,  ignorance  and  want  of  taste^  have 
produced  a  third,  I  mean  tiie  continual  corruption  of 
our  English  tongue,  which,  without  some  timely  remedy, 
will  suffer  mors  by  the  false  refinements  of  twenty  years 
past,  than  it  has  been  improved  in  the  foregoing  hundred. 
And  this  is  what  I  design  ehieiy  to  enlaige  upon, 
leaving  the  Inrmer  evils  to  your  anrmadvession. 

Bu^  instead  of  giving  you  a  list  of  the  late  refine- 
ments crept  into  our  language,  I  heie  send  you  a  copy 
of  a  letter  I  received  some  time  ago  from  a  moat  ac- 
complished person  in  this  way  of  writmg,  opon 
whidi  I  shall  make  some  remarks.  It  is  in  Aese 
terms  s— 

"  *  Sib,  I  COU*Dif*T  jfei  the  tkingi  j/oumntfor  ai/ about 
town.—/  tfio't  ^0  ha'  eomt  down  myfriT,  tmdthm  Fd  ha' 
bro*t  um ;  hvi  ha*at  don't,  and  I  helm  I  can't  do't, 
thai't  posz.— Tom  [Mr.  Thomas  Harley]  he^ieu  to 
g'imseUT  airs,  heeauee  he's  going  with  the  plenipos.-— 
^Tie  §aid  the  Freneh  kinp  wtM  bamboosl  us  agen,  whkk 
causes  many  speculations^  TV  Jack%  «md  othert  of 
that  kidney,  are  very  uppish  and  alert  upon  t,  at  yon 
may  see hy  their  phisr a— -Will  Haaard  ha*  goi  the  hippi^ 
hatfing  /of/  to  the  tune  of  dOOt,  tho*  As  wederetande  play 
very  wett,  nobody  better.  lie  hoe  pcomis't  m<  upon  lep 
to  leave  off  play  ;  hut  you  know  'tio  a  weaknem  he  s  too 
apt  to  give  into,  tho'  he  ha»  ao  much  toit  as  any  rnmnf 
nobody  more :  he  ha»  bin  incog  everemee^ — TVmobb's 
very  quiet  with  ue  now. — /  helteve  you  tho't  /  banter'd 
you  in  my  laet  kke  a  country  put. — ^1  shan^  Annv  town 
thie  mouthy  ftc* 

**  This  letter  is,  in  every  point  an  admirable  pattern 
of  the  present  polite  way  it  writing;  nor  is  it  of  less 
authonty  for  being  an  epistle ;  you  may,  gather  every 
flower  of  it,  with  a  ^ousand  more  of  equal  sweetnsss, 
from  Uie  books,  pamphlets,  and  single  papers,  offered  as 
every  day  in  the  coffeehouses.     And  these  are  the 

*  *'  I  bare  lent  a  kmff  letter  to  Kckenlalf.    Let  the  bithop 
of  CloflhM  niolM  il  if  b««u.'*-J<MrMU  Is  Ob/Is.  Sspl  S8, 1710. 


bttutiss  introduced  to  mpf^y  the  want  of  wit,  weD». 
humi^^^'j  and  learning,  which  formerly  woe  lookfd 
upon  as  qualifications  for  a  writer.     If  a  man  of  wit, 
who  died  forty  years  ago,  were  to  rise  from  the  grave 
on  purnose,  how  would  he  be  able  to  read  this  letterl 
aoi,  after  he  had  gone  through  that  difficulty,  hov 
would  he  be  able  to  understand  it  f    The  first  thing  that 
strikes  your  eye^  te  the  brsaks  at  the  end  of  almost 
every  senteacar  of  which  I  know  not  the  use,  only  that 
it  is  a  lefineoMt,  and  very  frequently  practised.  Then 
you  will  obseave  the  abbreviations  and  elisions,  bj 
which  conaonnate  of  rnoet  obdurate  sounds  are  joined 
toaether,  without  one  wftening  vowel  to  intervene ;  sod 
all  this  only  to  make  one  syllable  of  two,  directly  con 
tiary  to  the  example  of  the  Greeks  and  Romaaa,  alto- 
gethsr  of  the  Gothic  stoain,  and  of  a  natural  tendemry 
towards  rslapaii«  into  barbarity,  which  delights  in 
monosyllables,  and  uniting  of  mute  consonants,  as  it  u 
obowabls  in  all  th«  aorthem  languages.     And  this  m 
still  more  visible  in  the  next  refinement,  which  con- 
sists in  pnmouuoing  the  first  syllable  in  a  ward  that 
has  many,  and  diflniasing  the  rest;  such  aa  phizz, 
hipp9,  Mo66,  spaa,  rep,  and  many  more;  when  we  an 
already  overloaded  with  monosyllahksy  which  are  the 
disgiaoe  of  one  laa^foage*    Thus  we  cram  osie  syllaUtf 
and  cut  off  the  seat,  aa  the  owl  fiUtened  her  aaioe  aAtr 
she  had  bit  off  their  lags,  to  prevent  them  from  ramune 
away ;  and  if  euia  be  the  same  reason  for  laimiii^ 
words,  it  will  certainly  answer  the  end;  for  I  am  sor« 
no  o&cr  nation  will  deaise  to  borrow  them.     Soiar 
wcnde  aie  hithsito  but  flurly  split,  and  thorefore  only 
m  their  wav  to  peifbetion,  aa  moog  and  plenipo ;  but 
in  a  short  tune,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  they  will  be  further 
doo&ed  ta  ino  and  plan.    This  rdketion  haa  made  me 
of  Ute  yeaia  very  imnatient  §m  a  peace,    which  I 
befieve  would  save  fiie  lives  of  many  brave  words  as 
weU  as  men.    The  war  haa  introduced  abundanc*  of 
polysyllahles^  which  will  never  be  able  to  live  mssT 
mere   oaaapaigiM.     Speeedationo,  operational  pnkmt- 


vaOaiiona^  haitaUonOf  aa  numeroua  as  they  arc,  if 
they  attack  us  too  frequently  in  our  coflbehouaes,  wr 
shall  certainly  put  them  to  flight,  and  cut  off  thi^ 


<*  The  third  lefinement  observable  in  the  letter  I  amd 
you,  consists  in  the  choice  of  oettain  worda  inveutnl 
by  some  pretty  fellows,  sueh  as  hmnier^  hamboozie, 
eotmtry  put,  and  kidmy,  as  it  ii  there  applied  ;  some  at 
which  are  now  struggling  for  the  vogue,  and  others  axe 
in  possession  of  it.  I  have  done  my  utmost  for  aooi*^ 
yean  past  to  stop  fiie  progreas  of  wnhh  and  banter^  hut 
have  been  plainly  lx>me  down  by  numbers,  aitl 
beteayed  by  those  who  promised  to  assist  me. 

"  In  the  last  place  you  are  to  take  notice  of  certain 
choice  phraaes  scattered  through  the  letter-,  sonie  of  thrni 
tdemble  enough,  till  they  wew  won  to  rag»  by  scrviU 
imitators.  Yon  might  easily  find  them,  although  ther 
were  not  in  adHlerent  print,  and  therefore  1  oMd  i»4 
disturb  them. 

<'  These  are  the  false  refinements  in  our  style*  which 
you  ought  to  correct:  fiast,  by  aigumenta  aiid  fair 
means ;  but  if  those  fail,  I  think  your  are  to  make  xof 
of  youi  auUiority  as  censor,  and,  by  an  annual  amirx 
eatpurgatorim,  expunge  aD  words  and  phraaea  that  ore 
offensive  to  good  sanae,  and  condemn  those  barbarow 
mutilations  of  vowels  and  syllables.  In  this  loA 
point  the  usual  pretence  is,  that  they  spell  as  dftey  speak  . 
a  noble  standard  for  language !  to  depend  upon  thr 
caprice  of  every  coxcomb^  who,  becauee  words  are  the 
ftl^^fhi^g  of  our  Uioughti^  cuts  them  out,  and  sh^m 
them  as  he  pleMSS,  and  changes  them  oflener  fiian  nU 
drcM.  I  bdieve  all  reasonable  people  would  be  con* 
tent  that  snoh  refiners  were  more  sparing  of  their  wortls 
and  liberal  in  their  syllablea.    On  this  head  I  should 


THKTATUER. 


be  gbd  yoa  woald  botow  Mine  adKice  Qp#n  nfcnd 

youog  iflttlen  in  our  oborebet,  wbo,  oooriiiff  tip  ftom 

the  wurotitjr  fUl  frvight  witb  admi Ation  of  oar  town 

ooIkaMH,  win  needi  oomet  tbe  itylt  of  our  pny«r- 

bm^   In  tmAia%  dit  abiolatkm,  thej  are  Ttry  eaw- 

fo]  to  Aj  *<  AtnAMt  mid  ab$oiot$,'^  and  in  tb«  fmyir 

for  the  royal  Ibnily  it  mutt  be  tmAgimn,  tmieh'im, 

pnpr'Mi,  ad  bfmtf*um  ;  then,  in  their  fttiMMii^  tfaey 

me  tU  tht  vodem  temie  of  ait,  jAoai,  kanNTy  aieU, 

M6^,  iir%,  euttimfy  thMjig^  and  jpatmrng^  all  wbich, 

•odainy  more  of  tbelike  ilaai|i,  aa  1  have  beard 

them  «fteB  in  die  pulpit  ftoin  MNne  young  aBpbSHeff, 

w  I  hftTv  r«ad  them  iniomeof  tboieMnnonitliaC  bate 

mdeagieatnoiKoflale.    Tbe  deaign,  it  iema,  ie  to 

aroid  the  dreadftil  impatitton  of  pedintry ;  to  iboir  oa 

that  they  kno«r  die  town,  undentand  men  andmaaneia 

and  have  not  been  poring  upon  old  nnfbsbionable 

boob  io  tbe  muTenity. 

"  I  iboald  be  glad  to  aee  you  the  imlnuneHt  of  iit- 
trodadng  into  our  atyle  dbat  nmplioity  wliieb  it  the 
bat  afldtruMt  ornament  of  moat  tabige  inbonanlifey 
vfaich  tbe  politer  agea  alwaya  aimed  at  in  tfieir  boUd- 
10$  md  drea,  (wm^itx  aiaia/i'fwe,)  aa  well  ae  dMir  pio- 
dnctiooi  of  wit  It  ia  manifcat  that  all  new  afleetsd 
Biodct  of  ipeeeb,  whether  bonowed  from  the  ooort,  die 
torn,  or  the  theatee,  are  tbe  fiiet  periabing  paria  in  any 
Imfroage;  and,  m  I  could  prove  by  many  hundred 
inftancfa,  have  been  ao  in  ouia.  Hie  writinga  of 
Hookw,  who  waa  a  eountry  deigyman,  and  of  Puaona 
tbe  jemit,  both  in  the  leign  of  qnatti  Uiaabeth^  am  in 
a  itylc  that,  with  very  few  allowanoea,  would  not  ollbnd 
any  pnaent  reader;  much  mom  clear  and  intelligible 
thu  dioae  of  air  Henry  Wotlon,  air  Robert  NaaMon, 
Oibom,  Danid  the  hiatorian,  and  aeveral  otfaera  who 
vritlater;  but  being  men  of  the  court,  and  affeeting  the 
|ibaaei  then  in  Ibahion,  they  are  often  either  not  to  be 
QLderftood,  or  appear  perfe<^y  ridiealoaa. 

".What  remediea  an  to  be  applied  to  diam  avila  I 
bre  not  room  to  conridcr,  having,  I  ftar,  already  taken 
HI*  moit  of  yoor  pnper :  beaidea,  I  diink  it  ia  our  oAee 
icly  to  repreKut  nbuaea^  and  youn  to  vedrcaa  them. 
"  I  am,  with  great  reapeet,  air,  youn,  Ac." 
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•^a,— Diiung  yeaterday  with  Mr.  South-Brititk  and 
llr.  H'tlittm  Sorik-BrUmi^  two  gentlemen  wbo^  before 

J^  Mder«d  it  otherwiae,  were  known  by  the  namea  of 
It.  EmfUak  and  Mr.  fVUiiam  Scott :  among  other 
Uiingi,  tbe  maid  of  tlie  hooae,  who  in  her  time  I  be- 
Iw^e  may  have  been  a  North- Srititk  warming-pan, 
Ui«i^bt  ua  op  a  diah  of  Nortk-Britiah  coUopa.  We 
liked  mu  entertainment  very  well ;  only  we  obaerved 
^  tAhle-cloth,  being  not  ao  fine  aa  we  could  have 
«>«bcd,  VM  Nortk-Britiah  cloth.  But  the  wont  of  it 
vu,  we  were  diatorbed  all  dinner-time  by  the  noiae  of 
^  cbiUicn,  who  were  playing  in  the  paved  court  at 
^^k-Brititk  hopneta;  ao  we  paid  our  North^Britom 
amier  than  we  deaigned,  and  took  coach  to  Nortk-Bri- 
^^^  yard,  about  wbich  place  moat  of  ua  live.  We  had 
lodeKl  ggne  a-foot ;  mily  we  were  under  aome  u)pr&' 
Wiiiiooa  leat  a  North-Britiah  miit  ahould  wet  a  Scutk- 
Brttuk  men  to  the  akin. — We  Ihiok  thia  matter  pn>- 
I^ly  cxpreamd  according  to  the  accuracy  of  the  new 
^U,  aettled  by  you  in  one  of  your  late  papers.  You 
vQl  pI«Me  to  give  your  opinion  upon  it  to, 

Sir,  your  moat  humble  aervanta^ 

J.  S«,  M*P.y  N.R. 


No.  l.a 

Quia  ergo  ania  aaltem,  ai  dob  mud  Soaia  ?    Te  iatenogo. 

PLauT.  AMnnrTBVo. 
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It  it  impoaaible  perhapa  for  the  beat  and  wiaeat  among 
ua  to  keep  ao  conatant  a  guard  upon  our  temper  but 
dkat  we  may  it  one  tSme  or  other  lie  open  to  the  atrokea 
of  ftninne,  and  anch  ineidenta  aa  we  cannot  foreaee. 
With  aendmenta  of  thia  kind  I  came  home  to  my  lodg- 
foga  laat  night,  much  Ihtigued  witb  a  long  and  sudden 
joumey  from  the  eoukitry,  and  frill  of  £e  ungrateful 
oecaaion  of  it.  It  waa  natural  tar  me  to  have  imme- 
(fiate  recourae  to  my  pen  and  ink ;  but  before  I  would 
offer  to  make  uae  of  them,  I  reaolved  deliberately 
to  tell  over  a  hundred,  and  when  I  came  to  the  end  of 
that  aum,  I  found  it  more  adviaable  to  defer  drawing 
up  my  intended  remonatrance  till  I  had  alept  aoundly 
on  my  leaentmenta.  Without  any  other  piefaoe  than 
thia,  I  aball  give  die  world  a  frur  account  of  the  treat- 
ment I  have  lately  met  with,  and  leave  diem  to  judge 
whether  die  uneaaineia  I  have  auffered  be  inconaiatent 
with  the  character  I  have  generally  pretended  to. 
About  three  weeka  aince  I  received  an  invitation  (torn 
a  kinaman  m  Stafferdabire  to  apend  my  Chriatmaa  in 
thoee  parte.  Upon  taking  leave  of  Mr.  Morphew,  I 
put  aa  many  papera  into  lua  handa  aa  would  aerve  till 
my  return,  and  charged  him  at  pasting  to  be  very  punc- 
tual with  di<  town.  In  what  manner  he  ana  Mr. 
lillie  have  been  tampered  with  aince  I  cannot  say ;  they 
have  given  me  my  revenge,  if  I  'desired  any,  by  allow- 
ing t^ir  namea  to  an  idle  paper,  that  in  all  human 
probability  cannot  live  a  fortnight  to  an  end. 

Myaelf  and  the  familv  I  waa  widi  were  in  the  midat 
of  gaiety  and  a  plendfril  entertainment  when  I  received 
a  letter  from  my  aSater  lenny,  who^  alter  mantioning 
aome  litde  affidra  I  had  intiuatad  to  her,  goes  on  thua : 
— "  The  encloeed,  I  believe,  will  give  you  aome  aur- 
nriae,  aa  it  baa  already  aatoniahed  everybody  here :  wlio 
Mr.  Steele  la  that  aubaeribea  it  I  do  not  know,  any 
mora  than  I  can  comprehend  what  could  induoe  him  to 
it.  Mosphew  and  Ullia^  I  am  told,  am  bod&  in  die 
aeovet.  I  shall  not  preanaoe  to  inatruct  yon,  but  hope 
you  will  Uie  aome  meana  to  diaamwint  the  ill  natkum 
of  thoee  who  am  taking  pains  to  deprive  the  world  of 
one  of  its  moet  raaaonable  entertainmenta.    I  am,  fte.** 

I  nm  to  thank  my  aiater  fiw  her  comnliaaent ;  but  be 
that  aa  it  will,  I  aball  not  eaaily  be  dittoooraged  from 
my  fonner  nndertakii^.  In  pnnuanoe  of  it,  I  waa 
obliged  upon  diia  nodoe  to  take  plaom  in  the  ooach  frir 
myaelf  and  my  maid  with  the  ntmoal  expedition,  leat 
I  ahould  in  a  ahort  time  be  rallied  out  of  my  esiatssiee, 
aa  aoane  people  will  needa  Ihnoy  Mr.  Ftotridge  baa 
been,  and  the  real  laaae  Bickenteif  have  named  for  a 
creatura  of  Mr.  Steelea  imagination.  Tnia  illuaion 
might  have  hoped  fiw  aome  tolerable  aueoem  if  I  had 
not  mora  than  onoe  produoed  my  pssaon  in  a  crowded 
tfaeatm ;  and  auch  a  peieon  aa  Mr.  Steele^  if  I  am  not 
miainformed  in  tlie  gendeoaan,  would  haidly  think  it 
an  advantage  to  own,  though  I  should  threw  Imn  in  all 
die  litde  honour  I  have  gained  by  my  Lueufarationa. 
I  may  be  allowed,  perhnpa,  to  understand  pliiaaautis 
aa  wdl  aa  other  men,  and  can  (in  the  nanal  phram) 
take  a  jeat  without  being  Angry ;  but  I  *PPm1  to  the 
world  whether  the  gendeman  haa  not  carried  it  too  frff, 
and  whether  he  ought  not  to  make  a  publie  recant- 
ation, if  the  eredulity  of  eonae  unthinking  people  ahonld 
force  me  to  inaiat  upon  it  The  following  letter  ia  juat 
come  to  band,  and  I  think  it  not  improper  to  be  inaartad 
in  tK**  papw  i^^ 

•  This  and  tbe  finir  followfng  Tktkra  ar«  not  In  t)i«  toIddm 
pttbliahed  by  air  Rtehard  Steele,  but  ara  taken  ftom  thci.oM  pttb- 
liahcd  by  Mr.  HarrtaoB. 
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"TO  ISAAC  BICKRRSTAFP,  Esq. 


'*  Sir,  I  am  extremely  glad  to  hear  you  are  come  to 
town ;  for  in  your  absence  we  were  all  mightily  sur- 

Srised  with  an  unaccountable  paper,  signed  Richard 
teele,  who  is  esteemed  by  those  mat  know  him  to  be 
a  man  of  wit  and  honour ;  and  therelbre  we  took  it 
either  to  be  a  counterfeit,  or  perfect  Christmas  frolic  of 
that  ingenious  gentleman.  But  then  your  paper  ceasing 
immediately  after,  we  were  at  a  loss  what  to  think :  if 
you  were  weary  of  die  work  vou  had  so  long  carried  on, 
and  had  given  this  Mr.  Steele  orders  to  signify  so  to  the 
public,  he  should  have  said  it  in  plain  terms ;  but  as 
that  paper  is  worded,  one  would  be  apt  to  judge  that 
he  had  a  mind  to  persuade  the  town  that  there  was 
some  analogy  between  Isaac  Bickerstaff  and  him.  Pos- 
sibly there  may  be  a  secret  in  this  which  I  cannot  enter 
into;  but  I  flatter  myself  that  you  never  had  any 
tiioughta  of  giving  over  your  labours  for  the  benefit  of 
mankind,  when  you  cannot  but  know  how  many  sub- 
jects are  yet  unexhausted,  and  how  many  others,  as 
being  lea  obvious,  are  wholly  untouched.  I  dare 
promise,  not  only  for  myself,  but  many  other  abler 
niends,  that  we  shall  still  continue  to  furnish  you  with 
hints  on  all  proper  occasions,  which  is  all  your  genius 
requires.  I  think,  by  the  way,  you  cannot  in  honour 
have  any  more  to  do  with  Morphew  and  lillie,  who 
have  gone  beyond  the  ordinary  pitch  of  assurance,  and 
transgressed  the  very  letter  of  me  proverb,  by  endear 
ing  to  cheat  you  of  your  Christian  and  surname  too. 
Wishing  you,  sir,  long  to  live  for  our  histruction  and 
diversion,  and  to  the  defeating  of  all  impostors,  I 
remain,  yoor  most  obedient  humble  servant,  and  affec- 
tionate kinsman,  Humfhry  Waqstafp.*** 

No.  2. 

Alios  viri  TCverenlia,  vultiuaue  ad  eontiiieiidaa  poputum  min 
(bmiatut :  alios  e^am.  qaioos  ipse  intesMse  noa  potuit,  tib 
•ciiboidi  tamen.  to-,  magni  nomiuia  autoritaa  pervioera.— 
TvLL.  Bpist. 

TUESDAY,  JANUARY  16,  1710-11. 


I  RHMBMEBR  MeoBge  tells  a  stoiT  of  Monsieur  Racan, 
who  had  appointed  a  day  and  nour  to  meet  a  certain 
lady  of  great  wit  whom  he  had  aewr  seen,  in  order  to 
mue  an  acquaintance  between  them.  **  Two  of  Ra- 
can's  friends,  who  had  heard  of  the  appointment,  re- 
solved to  play  him  a  trick.  The  first  went  to  the  lady 
two  boms  before  the  time,  said  hia  name  was  Raean, 
and  talked  with  her  an  hour ;  they  were  both  mightily 
pleased,  began  a  great  friendship,  and  parted  with  much 
latbfactioD.  A  few  minutes  after  comes  the  second, 
and  sends  up  the  «une  name ;  the  lady  wonders  at  the 
meaning,  [and  tells  him  Mr.  Racan  had  just  left  her. 
llie  gentleman  says  it  was  some  rascally  impostor,  and 
that  he  had  been  frequently  used  in  that  manner.  The 
lady  ifl  convinced,  and  they  laugh  at  the  oddness  of 
the  adTentiire.  She  now  caUs  to  mind  several  passages 
which  confirm  her  that  the  former  was  a  cheat.  He 
Appoints  a  second  meeting,  and  takes  hia  leave.  He 
was  DO  sooner  gone  but  l£e  true  Racan  comes  to  the 
door,  and  desires,  under  (hat  name,  to  see  the  lady. 
She  was  out  of  all  patience,  sends  for  him  up,  rates  him 
for  an  impostor,  and,  after  a  thousand  injuries,  flings  a 
slipper  at  hia  head.  It  waa  impossible  to  P>cify  or  dis- 
abuse her;  he  waa  forced  to  retire;  and  it  was  not 
without  some  time,  and  the  intervention  of  friends,  that 
they  could  come  to  an  ^daircissement.'"  This,  m»  X 
take  it,  is  -exactly  the  caae  with  Mr.  Steele,  the  pre- 

*  "To-day  IHtle  Harriaoa*s  nrw  Taller  oame  oat ;  ttieie  U  not 
mtidi  fa  it,  kwt  I  hope  he  will  meiid.  You  must  underfltand  that 
upon  Steele's  leaving  off,  there  were  two  or  three  acnib  Tatlen 
oame  out,  and  one  of  them  liolda  on  lilU.  and  to-day  ia  adver- 
tiaed  against  Harriaon'e :  and  »o  there  must  be  dicputee  which 
•le  genuine,  Ul^  the  alape  for  razurt.'*—  Jomwal  to  SteOa,  Jan. 
IS.  ITIO-Il. 


tended  Tatlbr  from  Morphew  and  myself,  otily  M 
presume)  ihe  world  will  be  sooner  undeceived  thao  the 
lady  in  Menage.    Tlie  very  day  my  last  paper  cant 
out,  my  printer  brou^  me  another  of  fiie  lame  datr, 
called  the  Tatlcr,  by  Isaac  BickerstalT,  esq.,  and  vhich 
was  still  more  {deasant,  with  an  advertisement  at  dir 
end  calling  me  the  Female  Tatlbr  :  it  u  not  enoufii 
to  rob  mt  of  my  name,  but  now  they  must  impoR  a 
iez  on  me,  when  my  years  have  long  since  detenDUiri 
me  to  be  (^  none  at  all.    There  is  only  one  thingwuit' 
ing  in  the  operation,  that  diey  would  renew  m;  trr. 
and  then  I  will  heartily  forgire  them  all  the  rat  In 
the  mean  time,  whatever  uneasiness  I  have  suffered  Imn 
the  little  malice  of  these  men,  and  my  retiremeot  m 
the  country,  the  pleasures  I  have  receired  from  the  kum 
occasion  will  fairly  balance  the  account.    Od  the  cm 
hand  I  have  been  highly  delighted  to  see  my  usice  ani 
character  assumed  by  the  scribblers  of  the  age,  in  order 
to  recommend  tlieoiselves  to  it ;  and  on  the  other,  tv 
observe  the  good  taste  of  &e  town  in  distinguishnii 
and  exploding  them  through  every  disguise,  and  ncn- 
ficing  their  trifles  to  the  supposed  manes  of  Inac  Bi^ 
kerstaff^  esq.     But  the  greatest  merit  of  my  jonnvr 
into  Stafibrdshirs  is,  that  it  has  opened  to  me  a  m« 
fiind  of  unimproved  follies  and  errors  that  have  hititeito 
lain  out  of  my  view,  and  by  their  situation  escaped  ay 
censure :  fur  as  I  have  lived  generally  iii  town,  tbe  I 
images  ^I  had  of  the  country  were  such  only  »^m^ 
senses  received  rery  early,  and  my  memory  hai  akt 
preserved  with  all  the  advantages  they  first  appeaitd  id. 
Hence  it  was  that  I  thought  our  parish  omreh  ibr 
noblest  structure  in  England,  and  Ae  esquire'i  phce 
house,  as  we  called  it,  a  most  magnificent  palace.  I 
had  the  same  opinion  of  the  alma-house  in  Ine  chuich- 
yard,  and  of  a  bridge  over  the  brook  that  paili  ov 
parish  from  the  next     It  was  the  common  vo^e  of 
our  school,  that  the  maater  was  the  best  scholar  b 
Europe,  and  &e  usher  tht  second.    Not  happening  to 
correct  these  notions  by  comparing  ^m  with  what  I 
saw  when  I  came  into  &e  world,  upon  returning  back. 
1  began  to  resume  my  former  imaginationa,  and  a- 
pected  all  things  should  appear  in  the  same  view  ai  i 
left  them  when  I  was  a  boy ;  but,  to  my  utter  di*> 
appointment,  I  found  them  wonderfully  shrunk,  auJ 
lessened  almost  out  of  my  knowledge.  I  looked  with  cm- 
tempt  on  the  tribes  painted  on  the  church  walla,  whid 
I  once  so  much  admired,  and  on  the  carved  chimoey- 
piece  in  the  esquire*s  halt     I  found  my  old  maata  to 
be  a  poor  ignorant  pedant ;  and,  in  short,  the  wM^* 
jcene  to  be  extremely  changed  for  the  worse.    Thi9 1 
coidd  not  help  mentioning,  because  though  it  be  of  do 
consequence  in  itself,  yet  it  is  certain  that  most  pr^ 
judices  are  contracted  and  retained  by  &Ss  narrow  way 
of  thinking,  which,  in  matters  of  the  greatest  moment. 
are  hardly  shook  off;  and  which  we  only  think  t^]^ 
because  we  were  made  to  believe  so  before  we  wen 
capable  to  djstinguisfa  between  truth  and  U^aAooA' 
But  there  was  one  prepossession,  which  I  confeas  to 
have  parted  with,  mucn  to  my  regret :  I  mean  tbr 
opinion  vf  that  native  honesty  and  simplicity  of  man- 
ners which  I  had  always  imagined  to  be  inherent  in 
country  people.    I  soon  observed  it  waa  with  them  vni 
us,  as  they  say  of  animals ;  that  every  species  at  UoJ 
has  one  to  resemble  it  at  sea ;  fior  it  waa  easy  tn  dis- 
cover the  seeds  and  principles  of  every  vice  and  folly 
that  one  meeta  with  m  the  more  known  world,  tfaou^ 
shooting  up  in  diflerept  forms.     I  took  a  fiuicy.  out<if 
the  several  inhahitanta  round,  to  furtitsh  the  camp,  the 
bar,  and  the  Exchange,  and  some  certain  chocolate  and 
coffeehouses,  with  exact  parallels  to  what,  in  many 
instances,  they  already  produce.  There  was  a  drunken 
qtiarrelsome  smith,  whom  I  have  a  hundred  timn 
fancied  at  the  head  of  a  troop  of  dragoona.    A  wearer, 
within  two  doors  of  my  kinimao,  warn  perpctoaQy 
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Kttiiag  nwghhofiw  togettitf  bjr  tbe  ean.  I  Uni«nted  to 
•ee  horn  bis  Uleuts  were  mispUced,  and  unaffioed  wbat 
&  figure  he  might  make  in  Weslmimter-hall.  Good- 
mdu  Cr»h  of  Comptoo  fium,  wants  nothing  but  a 
plum  and  a  gold  chain  to  qualify  him  for  the  gOYem« 
ment  of  the  city.  My  kinsman's  stable-boy  was  a 
giiuDg  oompaiiion,  that  would  always  ha?a  his  jest» 
He  would  often  put  cow-itch  in  the  maid's  bed,  null 
itooU  from  under  ftdks,  and  lay  a  coal  upon  meir 
ibices  when  they  were  asleep.  He  was  at  Isst  turned 
off  for  some  notable  piece  of  roguerv ;  and,  when  I 
came  away,  was  loitering  among  tue  aldiooses.  Bless 
me,  thought  I,  what  a  prodigious  wit  would  this  have 
bcvD  with  us !  I  could  have  matched  all  the  sharpers 
U  twecn  St.  James's  and  Coveut  Qardeu  with  a  notable 
fellow  in  the  same  neighbourhood  (since  hanged  for 
picking  pockets  at  fairs),  could  he  nave  had  the  ad- 
vantages of  their  education.  So  nearly  are  the  corrup- 
tions of  the  country  allied  to  those  of  tbe  town,  with 
no  further  diflerence  than  what  is  made  by  another 
turn  of  thought  and  method  of  living ! 


No.  5. 

— Lacentque.  trahttque 
*  M  uUe  peeus.  Viao. 

SATUBDAT,  JAMUABT  27,  1710-11. 

A  WONG    other  services  I  have  met  with  from  some 
critics,  the  cruelest  for  an  old  man  is,  that  Uiey  will 
nut  let  me  be  at  quiet  in  my  bed,  but  pursue  me  to  my 
very  dreams.   I  must  not  dream  but  wnen  they  ^ease, 
nor  upon  long-continued  subjects,  however  visionary 
tu  their  own  naturesi  because  tnere  is  a  manifest  moial 
quite  through  them,  which  to  produce  as  a  dream  is 
tmurobfible  and  unnatural.    Ine  pain  I  might  have 
Laa  from  this  objection  is  prevented  by  considering 
they  have  missed  another,  against  which  I  should  have 
bera  at  a  loss  to  defend  myself.    They  might  have 
asked  me  whether  the  dreams  I  publish  can  properly 
be  called  lucubrations,  which  is  tne  name  I  have  given 
tu  all  my  papers,  whether  in  volumes  or  half  sheets : 
to  manifest  a  contradiction  in  ttnmiui,  that  I  wonder 
uo  aophiater  ever  thought  of  it.    But  the  other  is  a 
cavil.     I  remember,  when  I  was  a  boy  at  school,  I 
ka«v  often  dreamed  out  the  whole  passages  of  a  day ; 
that  I  rode  a  journey,  baited,  supped,  went  to  bed|  and 
rj»e  next  morning:  and  I  have luiown  young  ladies 
who  oould  dream  a  whole  texture  of  adventures  in  one 
bight  large  enough  to  make  a  novel.     In  youth  the 
imagmadoD  is  strong,  not  mixed  with  cares^  nor  tinged 
with  thoae  passions  that  most  disturb  and  confound  it ; 
such   as  avarice,  ambition,  and  many  others.    Now, 
as  old  men  ate  said  to  grow  children  again,  so,  in 
this  srtiale  of  dreaming,  I  am  returned  to  my  child- 
hood.    My  imagination  is  at  full  ease,  without  care, 
avarice,  or  ambition,  to  ch^  it;  by  which,  among 
many   o€hcfs»   I  have    this  advantage,    of  doubling 
tbe  small  remainder  of  my  time,  and  living  fonr-and- 
twenty  homa  in*  die  day.    However,  the  dream  I  am 
tofw  going  to  relate  is  as  wild  as  can  well  be  imagined, 
and  adapted  to  please  diese  refiners  upon  sleep,  with- 
out any  moral  that  I  can  discover : — 

^  It  bappened  that  my  maid  left  on  the  table  in  my 
bedchamber  one  of  her  story  books  (as  she  calls  them^ 
which  I  took  up,  and  found  lull  of  strange  imperti- 
nence, fitted  to  her  taste  and  condition ;  of  poor  sei^ 
vants  who  came  to  be  ladies,  and  serving  men,  of  low 
degree^  who  married  king's  daughten.  Among  other 
tbmga,  I  met  this  sage  obeervatioii,  *  That  a  lion  would 
nera  hart  a  tnse  virgin.*  With  this  medley  of  non- 
frnae  in  mj  iwnej  I  went  to  bed,  and  dreamed  that 
a  friend  waked  me  in  the  morning,  and  proposed,  for 
pasrimi^,  to  spend  a  few  hours  in  seeing  the  parish 
Loaa^  which  be  bad  net  done  since  he  came  to  town ; 


and  because  they  showed  but  once  a-week,  he  would 
not  miss  the  opportunity.  I  said  I  would  humour 
him :  although,  to  speak  the  truth,  I  was  not  fond  of 
diose  cruel  spectacles ;  and,  if  it  were  not  so  ancient  a 
custom,  founded  (as  I  had  beard)  upon  tbe  wisest 
naximi^  I  should  be  apt  to  censum  the  inhumanity  of 
those  who  introduced  it/* 

All  this  will  be  a  riddle  to  the  waking  reader,  until 
I  discover  the  scene  my  imagination  had  formed  upon 
this  maxim,  '<  That  a  lion  would  never  hurt  a  true 
virgin.**  <*  I  dreamed,  that  by  a  law  of  immemorial 
time,  a  he  lion  was  kept  in  every  parish  at  the  com- 
mon charge,  and  in  a  {Jace  provided,  adjoining  to  the 
churchyani ;  that  before  any  one  of  the  fair  sex  was 
married,  if  ihe  affirmed  hendf  to  be  a  virgin,  she  must 
on  her  wedding-day,  and  in  her  wedding-clothes,  per- 
form.^e  ceremony  of  going  alone  into  tbe  den,  and  stay 
an  hour  with  the  lion,  let  loose,  and  kept  fasting  four- 
and-twenty  hours  on  purpose.  At  a  proper  height  above 
the  den  were  convenient  galleries  for  tne  rel^ons  and 
friends  of  the  young  couple,  and  open  to  all  spectators. 
No  maiden  was  forced  to  offer  heiself  to  the  lion ;  but, 
if  she  refbsed,  it  was  a  disgrace  to  marry  her,  and  every 
one  might  have  liberty  of  calling  her  a  whore.  And 
methonght  it  was  as  usual  a  divenion  to  see  the  parish 
lions  as  with  us  to  go  to  aplay  or  an  open.  And  it 
was  reckoned  convenient  to  be  near  the  church,  either 
for  marrying  the  virgin,  if  she  escaped  the  trial,  or  for 
burying  her  bones,  when  the  lion  had  devoured  the 
rest,  as  he  constantly  did.** 

To  go  on  therefore  with  the  dream :  ^  We  called 
fiiit  (as  I  remember^  to  see  St  Dunstan*s  lion  :  but 
we  were  told  they  did  not  show  to-day.    From  thence 
we  went  to  that  of  Covent  Garden,  which,  to  my  great 
surprise,  we  found  as  lean  as  a  skeleton,  when  I  ex- 
pected Quite  the  contrary ;  but  tbe  keeper  said  it  was 
no  wonoer  at  all,  because  the  poor  beast  had  not  got 
an  ounce  of  woman's  flesh  since  he  came  into  the 
parish.    This  amased  me  more  than  the  other,  and  I 
was  formiiig  to  myself  a  migbty  veneration  for  the 
ladies  m  that  quarter  of  the  town,  when  the  keeper 
went  on,  and  said  he  wondered  that  the  parish  would 
be  at  tibe  charge  of  maintainiiig  a  lion  for  nothing. 
Friend  (said  1),  do  tou  call  it  nothiiig  to  justify  the 
virtue  of  so  many  ladies ;  or  has  your  lion  lost  his 
distinguishing  fhcnlty  f    Can  there  be  anytiiing  more 
for  the  honour  of  your  parish,  than  thai  all  the  ladies 
married  in  your  diuich  were  pure  virgins  f — ^That  is 
true  (said  he),  and  the  doctor  knows  it  to  his  sorrow ; 
for  there  has  not  been  a  couple  married  in  our  church 
since  his  worship  came  among  us.     The  virgins  here- 
abouts are  too  wise  to  Tenture  the  claws  of  the  lion : 
and,  because  nobody  will  marry  them,  have  all  entered 
into  a  vow  of  virginity;  eo  that  in  proportion  we  have 
much  the  largest  nunnery  in  the  whole  town.    This 
manner  of  ladies  entering  into  a  vow  ot  virginity, 
because  they  were  not  virgins,  I  easily  conceived ;  and 
my  dream  told  me,  that  the  whole  kingdom  was  full 
of  nunneries^  plentifully  stocked  from  the  same  reason. 
*«  We  went  to  see  another  lion,  where  we  found  much 
company  met  in  the  gallery.    The  keeper  told  us  we 
should  see  sport  enough,  as  he  called  it ;  and  in  a  little 
time  we  saw  a  young  beautiful  lady  put  into  the  den, 
who  walked  up  toward  the  lion  with  all  imaginable 
security  in  her  countenance,  and  looked  smiling  upon 
ha  lover  and  friends  in  the  gallery;  which  I  thought 
nothing  extraordinary,  because  it  was  never  known 
that  any  lion  had  been  mistaken.     But,  however,  we 
wero  all  disappointed,  for  the  lion  lifted  up  his  right 
paw,  which  was  the  fatal  sign,  and  advancing  forward, 
seised  her  by  tbe  arm,  and  began  to  tear  it.    The  poor 
lady  gave  a  terrible  shriek,  and  cried  out,  *  Tbe  lion  is 
just,  I  am  novirgini    Oh!  Sappbol   Sappho!*    She 
could  say  no  more,  for  the  lion  gave  her  the  ooifi  4a 
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grace  by  a  iquMse  in  the  throat,  and  the  erpired  at  hit 
fb«t  The  keeper  dtagged  away  her  body,  to  feed  the 
animal  after  toe  company  should  be  gone :  for  the 
parish  lion  never  need  to  eat  in  paUic.  After  a  little 
panse,  anoAber  lady  came  on  toward  the  lion  in  the 
flune  manner  as  the  former.  We  observed  the  beast 
smell  her  with  diligence.  He  sctatched  both  her  hands 
with  lifting  them  to  his  nose,  and  laying  one  iit  his 
claws  on  her  boeom  drew  blood ;  however,  he  let  her 
go,  and  at  the  same  time  turned  from  her  with  a  sort 
f!^  contempt,  at  which  she  was  not  a  little  mortilBed, 
and  retired  with  some  confusion  to  her  friends  in  the 
gallery.  Methonght  ^  whole  company  immedhitely 
understood  the  meaning  of  this ;  that  the  easiness  of 
the  lady  had  suffered  her  to  admit  certain  imprudent 
and  dangerous  fomiliarities,  bordering  too  much  upon 
what  is  criminal ;  neither  Was  itsare  whether  the  lover 
then  present  had  not  some  sharers  with  him  in  those 
Ikeedoms,  of  which  a  lady  ean  nev6r  be  too  tparing. 

*'  This  happened  to  be  sb  citraotdinary  (uy ;  for  a 
third  ladr  aune  into  the  den  laughing  loud,  playing 
with  her  fan,  tossing  her  head,  and  amiling  round  on 
die  young  follows  m  the  gallery.  However,  the  lion 
leapeid  on  her  with  great  friry,  and  ire  gave  her  fbr 
gone ;  but  on  a  sudden  he  let  go  his  held,  and  turned 
firom  her  as  if  he  was  nauseated ;  then  gave  faer  a  lash 
with  his  tail;  afhsr  which  she  letumed  to  the  gallery ; 
not  the  least  oat  of  connlenanoe  :  and  tins,  it  seems, 
was  the  usual  tfeatment  Of  co^juetles. 

<'I  thought  we  had  seen  «neugh;  but  my  friend 
would  needs  have  us  go  and  visit  one  or  two  lions  in 
the  city.  We  called  tA  two  or  three  dens  where  they 
happened  not  to  show ;  but  we  generally  found  hidf  a 
score  young  giris,  between  eight  and  eleven  years  old, 
playing  witti  each  lion,  citting  on  bis  bade,  aiiid  nutling 
their  lunds  into  his  mouth ;  some  £^  Aem  would  now 
and  then  get  a  seratoh,  botwe  always  discovered,  upon 
examining,  that  they  had  been  hoidening  with  the 
young  apprentices.  One  of  them  was  calling  to  a 
pretty  girl,  about  twelve  years  old,  whoatood  by  us 
m  the  gaDery,  to  CMime  down  ta  the  lion,  and,  upon 
her  refiisal,  said,  <  Ah !  tnias  Betty,  we  eoiild  never  get 
you  to  come  near  the  lion  einoe  you  played  at  hmip 
and  hide  wi&  my  brother  in  die  can«t/ 

^  We  followed  a  couple,  with  the  wedding-folks, 
going  to  the  church  of  8t.  Mary-Ase.  The  lady, 
diongh  well  itrioken  m  years,  extremely  crooked  and 
deformed,  was  dresred  out  beyond  the  gaiety  offlAieeu ; 
having  jumbled  together,  as  I  naagined,all  the  tawdry 
remains  of  aunts,  godtnodien,  and  grnidmothers,  for 
some  generations  past  One  of  the  neighbours  whia- 
pered  me,  that  she  was  an  old  maid,  and  had  the  clear- 
est reputation  of  any  in  the  pariah.  There  is  nothing 
strange  in  that,  thought  I;  but  was  much  suiprised 
when  I  observed  afterward,  that  she  went  toward  the 
lion  widi  distrust  and  concern.  The  beaat  was  lying 
down ;  but,  «pon  sight  of  her,  snuffed  up  his  nose  two 
or  three  times,  and  then,  giving  the  sign  of  death,  pro- 
ceeded instantly  to  execution.  In  the  midst  of  her 
agonies,  she  was  heard  to  name  the  words  Italy  and  ar- 
tifices with  the  utmost  horror,  and  several  repeated 
execrations,  and  at  last  concluded,  *  Fool  that  I  was, 
to  put  so  much  confidence  in  the  toughness  of  my  akin  V 

*<  The  keeper  immediately  set  all  (a  order  again  far 
anodier  customer,  which  tmppened  to  be  a  fomous 
prude,  whom  her  parents,  amr  long  tiireatenings  and 
mubh  persuasion,  had,  with  the  extremest  difficulty,' 
prevailed  on  to  acc^  a  young  louidaonie  goldsmith, 
who  might  have  pretended  to  five  timea  het  fortune. 
The  fhthen  and  motheta  in  the  neighbourhood  used  ta 
l|uote  her  far  an  example  to  their  daughters ;  het  dbowa 
were  riveted  to  her  sides,  and  her  whole  person  so 
ordered,  as  to  inform  everybody  that  she  waa  afimid 
they  dbould  touch  hor.    She  only  dreaded  to  approach 


the  lion,  iMcause  it  waa  ahe  one,  and  ahhoned  to  think 
a  male  animal  should  presume  to  breathe  on  her.  Hw 
sight  of  a  man  at  twenty  yards*  distance  made  her  dnv 
back  her  head.  She  always  aat  upon  the  fbrther  conwr 
of  die  chair,  although  thoe  wererix  chairs  between  her 
and  her  lover,  and  with  the  door  wide  open,  uid  her 
litda  aister  in  the  room.  She  was  never  saluted  bat 
at  the  tip  of  d»  ear ;  and  her  fother  had  ranch  ado  to 
make  her  dine  without  her  gloves,  when  there  wa  a 
man  at  table.  She  entered  the  den  widi  some  fear, 
which  wa  took  to  proceed  from  the  height  of  ba 
modesty,  offended  at  the  sight  of  so  many  men  in  the 
gallery.  The  lion,  beholding  her  at  a  distance,  in- 
mediately  gave  the  deadlv  sign,  at  whidi  the  poor 
creature  (methinks  I  see  her  still !)  miacairied  in  a 
fri^  before  ua  all.  The  lion  aeemed  to  be  ai  mucb 
surpassed  as  we,  and  gave  her  time  to  make  her  cenfo- 
sicn;  '  That  she  was  five  months  gone  by  the  foremaa 
of  her  fother*s  shop;  and  that  this  was  her  third  big 
belly  :*  and  when  her  friends  asked,  why  she  would 
venture  the  triall  ifaeaaid,  her  nurae  told  her,  &ata 
lion  would  never  hurt  a  woman  with  child.*"  Upon 
thia  I  immediately  awaked,  and  could  not  help  vub- 
ing  that  the  deputy  ceuaora  of  my  late  institutiou 
were  endued  with  the  same  instinct  as  these  pan<b 
lions. 

No.  ^. 

InipeouM  didioiMe  fldeUter  artat 
EmoIUt  toorea.  Ovip. 

TUB80AV,   MABCH  6,  1710-11. 

PhMn  my  own  Apartment  in  duumel-row,  M udi  S. 
Thosx  inferior  duties  of  lifcL  which  the  French  call 
fcs  petitM  moraia,  or  the  Sknailer  morals,  are,  with  ut, 
diatingoished  by  the  name  of  good  manners,  or  breed- 
ing, lliis  I  look  upon,  in  £e  general  notion  of  it, 
to  be  a  sort  ct  artificial  good  sense,  adapted  to  the 
meanest  capacities,  and  introduced  to  make  mankind 
easv  in  diehr  commerce  with  each  other.  Low  and 
little  underetandinga,  without  some  rules  of  thii  kind, 
would  be  pernetuafiy  wandering  into  a  thousand  inde- 
cencies and  irregularitiea  m  behaviour;  and  in  their 
Ordinary  conversation,  foil  into  the  aame  boiatooiB 
fomiliaritiea  diat  one  observes  among  them  when  a 
debauch  has  quite  taken  away  the  use  of  dieir  reasoD. 
In  other  instances  it  is  odd  to  consider,  that,  for  want 
of  common  discretion,  the  very  end  of  good  breeding  ii 
wholly  perverted;  and  civility,  intended  to  makeo* 
easy,  is  employed  in  laying  chidnsand  fettera  nponitf, 
in  debarring  us  of  our  wishes,  and  in  crossing  our  moft 
reasonable  desires  and  inclinations.  This  abuse  ietgi» 
chiefly  in  the  country,  as  I  found,  to  my  vexation,  vhen 
I  was  last  there,  in  a  visit  I  made  to  aneighhoorahout 
two  miles  from  my  cousin.  As  soon  as  I  entered  fbe 
pailonr,  they  put  me  into  the  great  chair  that  itood 
close  by  a  huge  fire,  and  kept  me  there  by  force,  until 
I  was  idmost  stifled.  Then  a  boy  came  in  a  great  hoTrj 
to  pull  off  my  boota,  which  I  in  vain  oppoMd,  nrginj 
that  I  must  retuin  aoon  after  dinner.  In  the  mean  tiaif, 
the  good  lady  whispered  her  eldest  daughter,  and 
slippled  a  key  into  her  hand;  the  girl  returned  io- 
stantly  with  a  beer  glass  half  full  of  aqva  mirahHu  and 
syrup  of  gillyflowers.  I  took  as  much  as  I  had  a  miod 
for,  but  madam  avowed  that  I  should  drink  it  off;  for 
she  was  sure  it  would  do  me  good  after  comiof  out  of 
die  cold  air ;  and  I  was  forced  to  obey,  wluch  abso- 
lutely tocAt  away  mv  stomadi.  When  dinner  came 
in,  I  had  a  mind  to  sit  at  a  distance  from  the  fire ;  hot 
they  told  me  it  waa  as  much  as  my  life  was  worth,  anfl 
set  me  with  my  back  against  it  Although  my  appetitf 
was  quite  gone,  I  was  resolved  to  force  down  ai  murh 
mi  I  could,  and  deaired  the  leg  of  a  pullet  "  lnd«d 
Mr.  Bkikentaff  (aayi  die  lady),  you  moat  eat  a  V' in; 
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to  oblige  me  ;**  and  m  put  a  couple  upon  my  plate.    I 
w«  pmecoted  at  thia  rate  during  the  whole  meal ;  aa 
often  9M  I  called  for  tmall-beer,  the  ma«ter  tipped  the 
wink,  end  the  eerrant  brought  me  a  brimmer  of  Octo- 
ber.    Some  time  after  dinner,  I  ordered  my  couain  • 
m^n,  wtio  came  wi&  me,  to  get  roidy  the  horses ;  but 
it  waa  RMlved  I  should  not  stir  that  night;  and  when 
I  seemed  pretty  much  bent  upon  going,  they  ordered 
the  stable  door  to  be  locked,  and  the  children  hid  my 
cloak  and  boots.     The  next  question  was,  What  would 
1  hare  for  supper  t    I  said,  I  never  eat  anything  at 
night :  but  was  at  last,  in  my  own  defence,  obliged  to 
name  the  first  thins  that  came  into  my  head.     After 
three  hours  spent  diefly  in  apologies  for  my  entertain- 
mrat,  iosiDuating  to  me,  ^  Toat  thb  was  the  worst  time 
rf  the  year  for  proTisions ;  that  they  were  at  a  great 
dTstance  from  any  market;  that  they   were  afraid  I 
dhoold  be  starred ;  and  that  they  knew  they  kept  me 
to  my  loss  ;*"  the  lady  went,  and  left  me  to  her  hus- 
band ;   ftir  they  took  special  care  I  should  never  bo 
alcne.  Aa  soon  as  her  back  was  turned,  the  little  misses 
ran  backward  and  forward  every  moment,  and  con- 
stantly aa  they  came  in,  or  went  out,  made  a  curtsey 
directly  at  me,  which,  in  good  manners,  I  was  forced 
to  return   with  a  bow,  and  **  Your  humble  servant, 
pretty  mias.**    Exactly  at  eight  the  mother  came  up^ 
and  discovered,  by  the  redness  of  her  face,  that  supper 
was  BoC  fu  off.     It  was  twice  as  large  as  the  dinner, 
and  my  persecution  doubled  in  proportion.    I  desired, 
at  my  uaual  hour,  to  go  to  my  repose,  and  was  con> 
dorted  to  mT  chamber  by  the  gentleman,  his  lady, 
and  the  whrne  train  of  children.     They  importuned 
me  to  chink  something  before  I  went  to  bed;    and, 
opoo  my  rcftising,  left  at  last  a  bottle  of  stingo,  as  they 
railed  it,  for  fear  I  should  wake,  and  be  thirsty  in  the 
ittgtkt.     I  waa  forced  in  the  morning  to  rise  and  dress 
myaclf  in  Ae  dark,  because  they  would  not  suffer  my 
kinsman 'a  servant  to  disturb  me  at  the  hoitf  I  desired 
to  b«  called.     I  was  now  molved  to  break  through  all 
mraanree  to  get  away;  and,  after  sitting  down  to  a 
mrmatroaa  bfcdkfast  of  cold  beef,  mutton,  neat's  tongues, 
reniaoo-paaty,  and  stale  beer,  took  leave  of  the  family. 
But  the  gentleman  would  needs  see  me  port  of  the  way, 
snd  carry  me  a  diort  cut  dirough  his  own  ground, 
whtcb  he  told  me  would  save  half  a  mile^s  riding.  This 
Uat  piece  of  civility  had  like  to  have  cost  me  dear, 
beiar  once  or  twice  in  danger  of  my  neck,  by  leaping 
«vcr  hia  ditches,  and  at  last  forced  to  alight  in  the 
(lirt,  wbcn  my  horse,   having  slipped  his  bridle,  ran 
sway,  and  took  us  up  more  than  an  hour  to  recover 
kim  aipun. 

It  b  evident  diat  none  of  the  absurdities  I  met  with 
in  thia  visit  proceeded  from  an  ill  intention,  but  fttnn 
a  wroRn  judgment  of  complaisance,  and  a  misapplica- 
taon  in  the  mles  of  it.  I  cannot  so  easily  excuse  the 
more  refined  critics  upon  behaviour,  who,  having  pro- 
frtud  no  other  atndy,  are  yet  infinitely  defective  in  the 
nsmt  naatcrial  parts  of  it  Ned  Fashion  has  been  bred 
all  hia  life  about  court,  and  understands  to  a  tittle  all 
trr  panctilioa  of  a  drawing-room.  He  visits  most  of 
thr  One  women  near  St  Jameses,  and,  upon  every  oc- 
raaion,  Mys  the  civilest  and  softest  things  to  them  of 
any  breathing.  To  M.  Le  Sack*  he  owes  an  easy 
•lide  in  hia  bow,  and  a  graceful  manner  of  coming  into 
a  rooaa  :  but  in  some  other  cases,  he  is  very  far  ftom 
b^ing  a  w^-bred  person.  He  laughs  at  men  of  far 
wipfrior  understmoing  to  hit  own,  for  not  being  as 
mtlX  dreased  aa  himself;  despises  all  his  acquaintance 
who  are  not  of  quality,  and  in  public  places  has,  on 
4kAt  account  often  avoided  taking  notice  of  some  among 
tke  bcrt  speakers  of  the  house  of  commons.  He  rails 
strenuomly  at  both  universities  before  the  membeis  of 
ehkker ;  sumI  it  never  heard  to  swear  an  oath,  and  break 
■  A  ftmotts  dsadng-maaler. 

VOU  II. 


in  upon  religion  and  morality,  except  in  the  company 
of  divines.  On  the  other  himd,  a  man  of  right  sense 
has  all  the  essentials  of  good  breeding,  although  he  may 
be  wanting  in  the  forms  of  it.  Horatio  has  spent  most 
of  his  time  at  Oxford :  he  has  a  great  deal  of  learning, 
an  agreeable  wit  uid  as  much  modesty  as  may  serve 
to  adorn,  without  concealing,  his  other  good  qualities. 
In  that  retired  way  of  living,  he  seems  to  have  formed 
a  notion  of  human  nature,  as  he  has  found  it  described 
in  the  writings  of  the  greatest  men,  not  as  he  is  likely 
to  meet  with  it  in  the  common  course  of^life.  Hence 
it  is  that  he  gives  no  offence,  but  converses  with  great 
deference,  candour,  and  humanity.  His  bow,  I  roust 
confess,  is  somewhat  awkward ;  but  then  he  has  an  ex- 
tensive, universal,  and  unaffected  knowledge,  which 
may,  perhaps,  a  litde  excuse  him.  He  would  make 
no  extraordinary  figure  at  a  ball ;  but  I  can  assure  the 
ladies,  in  his  behalf,  and  for  their  own  consolation, 
that  he  has  writ  better  verses  on  the  sex  than  any  man 
now  living,  and  is  preparing  such  a  poem  for  the  press 
as  will  transmit  their  praises  and  his  own  to  many 
generations. 

0  Lycida.  vivi  penrenimu*.  sdvens  ooslrl 
(Quod  nttDqasm  veritl  tumus)  ut  posnaor  afeUi 
Dioeret,  Use  mea  sunt  veteres  mifr»ta  ooloai.— Viao. 

No.  24.* 

THURSDAY,  MABCH  15,  1710-11. 

From  my  own  Apartment  in  Channel- row,  March  14. 
Thk  dignity  and  distinction  of  men  of  wit  is  seldom 
enough  considered,  either  by  themselves  or  others; 
their  own  behaviour,  and  the  usage  they  meet  with 
being  generally  very  much  of  a  piece.  1  have  at  this 
time  in  my  hands  an  alphabetical  list  of  the'  bettttx 
uprita  about  this  town,  four  or  five  of  whom  have 
made  the  proper  use  of  their  genius,  by  gaining  the 
esteem  of  the  best  and  greatest  men,  and  by  turning 
it  to  their  own  advantage  in  some  establi^ment  of 
their  fortunes,  however  unequal  to  their  merit ;  others, 
satisfying  themselves  with  the  honour  of  having  access 
to  great  tables,  and  of  being  subject  to  the  call  of  every 
man  of  quality,  who,  upon  occasion,  wants  one  to  say 
witty  things  for  the  diversion  of  the  company.  This 
treatment  never  moves  my  indignation  so  much  as 
when  it  is  practised  by  a  person  who,  though  he  owes 
his  own  rise  purely  to  the  reputation  of  his  parts,  yet 
appears  to  be  as  much  ashamed  of  it  as  a  rich  city 
kmght  to  be  denominated  from  the  trade  he  was  first 
apprenticed  to ;  and  affects  the  air  of  a  man  bom  to 
his  titles,  and  consequently  above  the  character  of  a 
wit  or  a  scholar.  If  those  who  possess  great  endow- 
ments of  the  mind  would  set  a  just  value  upon  them- 
selves, they  would  think  no  man's  acquaintance  what- 
soever a  condescension,  nor  accept  it  from  the  greatest 
upon  unworthy  or  ignominious  terms.  1  know  a 
certain  lord  that  has  often  invited  a  set  of  people,  and 
proposed  for  their  diversion  a  buffoon  plaver,  and  an 
emment  poet,  to  be  of  the  party;  and  which  was  yet 
worse,  thought  them  both  sufficiently  recompensed  by 
the  dinner  and  the  honour  of  his  company.  This 
kind  of  insolence  is  risen  to  such  a  height,  that  I  myself 
was  the  other  day  sent  to  by  a  man  with  a  title,  whom 
I  had  never  seen,  desiring  the  favour  that  I  should 
dine  with  him,  and  half  a  dosen  of  his  select  friends. 
I  found  afterword,  the  footman  had  told  my  maid 
below  stairs,  that  my  lord,  having  a  mind  to  be  merry, 
had  resolved,  right  or  wrong,  to  send  for  honest  Isaac. 
1  was  sufficiently  provoked  with  the  message ;  however 
I  gave  the  fellow  no  other  answer  than  that  "  I  be- 
lieved he  had  mistaken  the  penon:   for  I  did  nut 

*  **  Little  Harrison  came  to  me.  and  bcf^ed  me  to  dictate  a 
paper  to  him,  which  I  wm  foioed  In  charity  to  do."— Jovmo/ 
to  SteUa,  March  14. 1710  11. 
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remember  that  bis  lord  bad  ever  been  introduced  to 
me."  I  have  reason  to  apprehend  that  this  abuse  has 
been  owing  ratiier  to  a  meanness  of  spirit  in  men  of 
parts  than  to  the  natural  pride  or  ignorance  of  their 
patrons.  Young  students,  coming  up  to  town  from 
the  places  of  their  education,  are  dazzled  with*  the 
grandeur  they  everywhere  meet;  and,  making  too 
much  haste  to  distinguish  tbeir  parts,  instead  of  wait- 
ing to  be  desired  and  caressed,  are  ready  to  pay  their 
court  at  any  rate  to  a  great  man,  whose  name  they 
have  seen  in  a  public  paper,  or  the  frontispiece  of 
a  dedication.  It  has  not  always  been  thus ;  wit  in 
polite  ages  has  ever  begot  eithtf  esteem  or  fear :  the 
hopes  of  being  celebrated,  or  the  dread  of  being  stig> 
matiied,  procured  a  universal  respect  and  awe  for  the 
persons  of  such  as  were  allowed  to  have  the  power 
of  distributing  fame  or  infamy  where  they  pleased. 
Aretine  had  all  the  princes  of  Europe  his  tributaries  :* 
and  when  any  of  tnem  had  committed  a  folly  that 
laid  them  open  to  his  censure,  they  were  forced  by 
some  present  extraordinary  to  compound  for  his  silence ; 
of  which  there  is  a  famous  instance  on  record.  When 
Charles  V.  had  miscarried  in  his  African  expedition, 
which  was  looked  upon  as  the  weakest  undertaking 
of  that  great  emperor,  he  sent  Aretine  a  gold  chain, 
who  made  some  diflSculty  of  accepting  it,  saying, 
"  It  was  too  small  a  present,  in  all  reason,  for  so  great 
a  folly."  For  my  own  part,  in  this  point  I  differ  from 
him;  and  never  could  be  prevailed  upon,  by  any 
valuable  consideration,  to  conceal  a  fault  or  a  folly, 
since  I  first  took  the  censorship  upon  me. 


No.  28.»» 

ikorte  eareut  animn ;  aemperqae,  priore  rplicta 
Sede,  Qoyii  domlbus  vivunt  habiUntqne  recept». 
Ipse  ego  (nam  memini)  Tngani  tempore  belli 
Panthoides  Euphorbut  eram Ovid.  Met. 

SATURDAV,  MARCH  24,  1710-11. 

Ftam  mv  own  Apartmeoft,  March  M. 
Mr  other  correspondents  will  excuse  me  if  I  give  the 
precedency  to  a  lady,  whose  letter,  among  many  more, 
is  just  come  to  hand. 

•*  Dkak  Isaac.— I  bam  with  impAtienra  to  know  wliat  and  who 
von  are.  The  curioaity  of  my  whole  aez  is  fallen  upon  me.  and 
has  kept  me  waking  theMS  three  nights.  I  have  dreamed  often 
of  you  within  thU  fortnight,  and  everj  time  you  appeared  in  a 
diffident  form.  As  you  value  my  repoae.  tell  me  in  which  of 
them  I  am  to  be  Stlvia.  your  admirer." 

It  is  natural  for  a  man  who  receives  a  favour  of  this 
kind  from  an  unknown  fair,  to  frame  immediately  some 
idea  of  her  person,  which  being  suited  to  the  opinion 
we  have  of  our  own  merit,  is  commonly  as  beautiful 
and  perfect  as  the  most  lavish  imagination  can  furnish 
out.  Strongly  possessed  with  these  notions,  I  have 
read  over  Sylvias  billet;  and  notwithstanding  the 
reserve  I  have  had  upon  this  matter,  am  resolved  to  go 
a  much  greater  length  than  1  yet  ever  did,  in  making 
myself  known  to  the  world,  and  in  particular  to  my 
charming  correspondent  In  order  to  it  I  must  pre- 
mise, that  the  penon  produced  as  mine  in  the  play- 
house last  winter  did  in  nowise  appertain  to  me.  It 
was  such  a  one,  however,  as  agreed  well  with  the  im- 
pression my  writings  had  made,  and  served  the  purpose 
I  intended  it  for;  which  was  to  continue  the  awe  and 
reverence  due  to  the  character  I  was  vested  with,  and 
at  the  same  time  to  let  my  enemies  see  how  much  I 
was  the  delight  and  favourite  of  this  town.  This  in- 
nocent imposture,  which  I  have  all  along  taken  care 
to  carry  on,  as  it  then  was  of  some  use,  has  since  been 

.^*.  V^^j*.  ^.  \^  °^  ^*"  e^fcMJt,  in  which  he  makes  his  boast 
ttuU  he  had  laid  the  Sophl  of  Per«ia  under  contribution. 

b  This  paiw  would  seem  to  be  the  production  of  Harrison, 
with  aoiMhinla  from  Swift,  There  if  no  doubt  that  lie  also 
furnished  UnU  for  many  others,  both  to  Steele  and  Harrison. 


of  regular  service  to  me,  and,  by  being  mentioned  in 
one  of  my  papers,  effectually  recovered  my  cgoity  out 
of  the  hands  of  some  gentlemen  who  endeavoured  to 
wrest  it  from  me.  This  is  saying,  in  short,  what  I  an  , 
not :  what  I  am,  and  have  beoi  for  many  yesn,  ii 
next  to  be  explained.  Here  it  will  not  be  improper  to 
remind  Sylvia,  that  there  was  formerly  such  a  philo- 
sopher as  Pythagoras,  who,  among  other  doctriuci, 
taught  the  transmigration  of  souls ;  which  if  she  no* 
cerely  believes,  she  will  not  be  much  startled  at  the 
following  relation. 

I  will  not  trouble  her  nor  my  other  readers  vitli 
the  particulan  of  all  the  lives  I  have  sacee«ive)y 
passed  through  since  my  first  entrance  into  mortal 
being,  which  is  now  many  centuries  ago.     It  is  enough 
that  I  have  in  every  one  of  them  opposed  mj^lf  with 
the  utmost  resolution  to  the  follies  and  vices  uf  the 
several  ages  I  have  been  acquainted  with ;  diat  I  han 
often  rallied  the  world  into  good  manners,  and  kqit 
the  greatest  princes  in  awe  of  my  satire.    There  u  ou 
circumstance  which  I  shall  not  omit,  though  it  may 
seem  to  reflect  on  my  character ;  I  mean  that  iiifiii>ti> 
love  of  change  which  has  ever  appeared  in  the  diijKSal 
of  my  existence.  Since  the  days  of  the  Emperor  Trajan^ 
I  have  not  been  confined  to  the  same  person  fur  twenty 
years  together;  but  have  passed  from  one  abode  t> 
another  mudk  quicker  than  the  Pythagorean  system 
generally  allows.     By  this  means  I  have  seldom  bad 
a  body  to  myself,  but  have  lodged  up  and  down 
wherever  I  found  a  genius  suitable  to  my  own.    lit 
this  manner  I  continued  some  time  with  the  top  wit 
of  France ;  at  another  with  that  of  Italy,  who  hsd  a 
statue  erected  to  his  memory  in  Rome.     Towaid  tb» 
end  of  the  seventeenth  century  I  set  out  fi»r  Eugland; 
but  the  gentleman  I  came  over  in  dying  as  soon  u  h« 
got  on  iiottf  I  was  obliged  to  look  out  again  for  a 
new  habitation.     It  was  not  long  before  I  met  with 
one  to  my  mind ;  for,  having  mixed  myself  invisibij 
with  the  literati  of  this  kii^om,   I  found  it  waa 
unanimously  agreed  among  them.  That  nobody  wai 
endued  with  greater  talents  than  Hiereus  [Swift],  or 
consequently  would  be  better  pleased  with  my  com- 
pany.   X  slipped  d9wn  his  throat  one  night  as  be  wai 
fast  asleep;   and  the  next  morning,  as  soon  as  he 
awaked,  he  fell  to  wrriting  a  treatise  that  was  xeoeivcd 
with  great  applause,  though  he  had  the  naodesty  not  ta 
set  his  name  to  that  nor  to  any  other  of  our  prodactioitf. 
Some  time  after,  he  published  a  paper  of  predietioBa, 
which  were  translated   into   severaii  languages,  sod 
alarmed  some  of  the  greatest  princes  in  Europe.    To 
these  he  prefixed  the  name  of  Isaac  Bickersteff,  eiq., 
which  I  have  been  extremely  fond  of  ever  since,  sod 
have  tsJcen  care  that  most  of  the  writing!  I  have  ben 
concerned  in  should  be  distinguished  by  it ;  thoi^h 
I  must  observe,  that  there  have  been  many  counterieiti 
impoeed  upon  the  public  by  diis  means.     Tltb  extis- 
ordinary  man  being  called  out  of  the  kingdom  \if 
affairs  of  his  own,  I  resolved,  however,  to  cantinae 
somewhat  longer  in  a  country  where  my  works  had 
been  so    well   received,  and    accordingly    bcstovtd 
mysdf  with  HiUirio,  [Mr  Steele.]     His  natural  wit, 
his  lively  turn  of  humour,  and  great  penetratioo  into 
human  nature,  easily  determined  me  to  this  choice, 
tlie  effects  of  which  were  soon  after  produced  in  thb 
paper,  called  the  TaUer.     I  know  not  how  it  happened, 
but  in  less  than  two  years*  time  Hilario  grew  wesr; 
of  my  company,  and  gave  me  warning  to  be  g«>ne. 
In  the   height  of  my  resentment,  I   oast  my  cya 
on   a  young  fellow,    [Mr.  Harrison,]   of  no  eita- 
ordinary  qualifications,  whom  for  that  very  reason  I 
had  the  more  pride  in  taking  under  my  direction,  and 
enabling  him  by  some  means  or  other  to  carry  on  the 
work  I  was  before  engaged  in.    Lest  he  aboold  grow 
too  vain  upon  this  encouragement,  I  to  this  day  keep 
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hin  vulm  doe  morttflcatioo.     I  iddoiii  rende  with 
kim  vbM  any  of  hit  friend*  are  at  leitura  to  receive 
ne.  hy  wham  hande,  however,  he  is  duly  supplied. 
A«  I  kre  pewsd  through  many  eoenee  of  life,  and  a 
long  mtm  of  years,  I  choose  to  he  considered  hi  the 
dwRKter  sf  an  old  fellow,  and  take  care  (hat  those 
under  ny  influence  should  speak  consonantly  to  it 
nUifOcoant  I  pretume,  will  give  no  small  consola- 
tion to  Sylvia,  who  may  rest    assured    that  Isaac 
Bickmtaff  is  to  hesren  in  more  forms  than  she  dreamt 
of;  out  of  which  variety  she  may  choose  what  is  most 
agmsble  to  her  fancy.     On  Tuesdays,  he  ia  some- 
tiam  s  black,  proper  young  gentleman,  with  a  mole 
CO  hit  left  cheek,  [Swift].     On  Thursdays,  a  decent 
well-looking  man,  of  a  middle  stature,  long  flaxen 
hair,  and  a  florid  complexion,  [Mr.  Henley].     On 
•Samidayi,  be  is  somewhat  of  the  shortest,  and  may  be 
knovB  from  others  of  that  siie  by  talking  in  a  low 
voice,  and  passing  tiirougb  the  street  without  much 
pccjpititioii,  [Haniaon]. 
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Nuqpua  aUnd  mton,  allnd  aaplent'a  di&lt. 

Jvv.  S«L  xhr.  »1. 

Good  atMO  aad  aatare  always  speak  the  aaaio. 

^Btx  the  four  Indian  kings  were  in  this  country 
■iiout  a  twelvemonth  ago,  J  often  mixed  with  the 
ribkle,  aad  followed  them  a  whole  day  together,  being 
vimilvfully  struck  with  the  sight  of  everything  that  is 
Ofw  or  unoommon.  I  have,  since  their  departure, 
'oyloyed  a  friend  to  make  many  inauiries  of  their 
Uadlofd  the  upholsterer,  relating  to  their  manners  and 
c4Bvenatioo,  aa  also  concerning  the  remarks  which 
tWy  nude  in  this  country;  fur,  next  to  forming  a 
Hfkt  iwtion  of  such  ftmngers,  f  should  be  desirous  of 
^•■nHiig  what  idcoa  Ibey  have  conceived  of  us. 

The  upholsterer,  finding  my  friend  very  inquisitive 
■^  thrae  his  lodgers,  hrMight  him  some  time  since 
a  little  handle  of  papers,  which  he  assured  him  were 
■nttn  by  king  Sa  Cia  Yean  Qua  Rash  Tow,  and,  as 
^sappuoes,  left  behind  him  hy  some  mistake.  These 
pspm  aie  now  trauslated,  and  contain  abundance  of 
<«nr  odd  ohserratious,  which  I  find  this  little  fraternity 
<^  kingi  made  during  their  stay  in  the  isle  of  Great 
Ikitatiu  I  di^l  present  my  reader  with  a  short  speci- 
^  of  them  in  tlus  paper,  and  may  perhaps  commu- 
nicate moie  to  him  hereafter.  In  the  article  of  London 
***  the  following  words,  which,  without  doubt,  are 
wwit  of  the  church  of  St.  Paul  :— 

**  Oo  the  most  riaing  part  of  the  town  there  stands  a 
"■X*  koose,  big  enon|^  to  contain  the  whole  nation  of 
•kick  I  am  king.  Our  good  brother  B  Tow  O  Koam, 
1^  of  the  Riven,  is  of  opinion  it  was  made  by  the 
^■"ndi  of  that  great  God  to  whom  it  is  consecrated. 
^  kings  of  GnnAJah  and  of  the  Six  Nations  believe 
^  it  was  created  with  the  earth,  and  produced  on 
^  aame  'lay  with  the  aun  and  moon.  But  for  my 
T?  i*'^  ^  tlM  best  information  that  I  could  get  of 
^  roattgtf  I  am  apt  to  think  that  this  prodigious  pile 
■«  babiooed  into  the  shape  it  now  bears  by  several 
^«b  ind  instruments,  of  which  they  have  a  wonderful 
'ancty  m  thia  coun^.  It  was  probably  at  first  a 
»QCt  miadianen  rock  that  grew  upon  the  top  of  the 
hll.  which  the  natives  of  the  country  (after  having 
^«t  it  into  a  kind  of  regular  figure),  bored  and  hollowed 
*>di  incfediUe  pains  and  industry,  till  they  had  wrought 
"  ^  aU  those  beautiful  vaults  and  caverns  into  which 
it  u  diridcd  at  this  day.  As  soon  as  this  rock  was 
thui  curiously  scooped  to  their  liking,  a  prodigious 
^^bcr  of  handa  must  have  been  employed  in  chipping 
ttt  outside  of  it,  which  is  now  as  smooth  as  the  surface 


of  a  pebble ;  and  is  in  several  plaoes  hewn  out  into 
pillars,  that  stand  like  the  trunlu  ot  so  many  trees 
tMNmd  about  the  top  with  garlands  of  leaves.  It  ia 
probable  that  when  this  great  work  was  begun,  which 
must  have  been  many  hundred  years  ago,  there  was 
some  religion  among  this  people ;  for  they  give  it  the 
name  of  a  temple,  and  have  a  tradition  mat  it  was 
designed  for  men  to  nay  their  devotion  in.  And 
indeed  there  are  several  reasons  which  make  us  think 
that  the  natives  of  this  countiy  had  formerly  among 
them  some  sort  of  worship ;  for  they  set  a}>art  every 
seventh  day  as  sacred  ;  but,  upon  my  going  into  otie 
of  these  hidy  houses  on  that  day,  I  could  nut  observe 
any  circumstances  of  devotion  in  their  behaviour. 
There  waa  indeed  a  man  in  black,  who  was  mounted 
above  the  rest,  and  seemed  to  utter  something  with  a 
great  deal  of  vehemence ;  but  as  for  those  midemeath 
him,  instead  of  paying  their  worship  to  the  deity  of  the 
place,  they  were  most  of  them  bowing  and  curtMying 
to  one  another,  and  a  considerable  number  of  them 
ihst  asleep. 

**  The  queen  of  tiie  country  appointed  two  men  to 
attend  us,  diat  had  enough  of  our  language  to  make 
themselves  understood  in  some  few  particulars.  But 
we  soon  perceived  these  two  were  great  enemies  to  one 
another,  and  did  not  always  agree  in  the  same  story. 
We  could  make  shift  to  gather  out  of  one  of  them, 
that  this  island  was  very  much  infested  with  a 
monstrous  kind  of  animala,  in  the  shape  of  men,  called 
Whigs ;  and  he  often  told  us  that  he  honed  we  should 
meet  with  none  of  them  in  our  way,  for  that,  if  we 
did,  they  would  be  apt  to  knock  us  down  for  being  kings. 

"  Our  other  interpreter  used  to  talk  very  much  of  a 
kind  of  animal  called  a  Tory,  that  was  as  great  a 
motister  as  the  Whig,  and  would  treat  us  ill  for  being 
foreigners.  These  two  creatures,  it  soems,  ore  bom 
with  a  secret  antipathy  to  one  another,  and  engage 
when  they  meet  as  naturally  as  the  elephant  and  the 
rhinoceros.  But  as  we  saw  none  of  either  of  these  species, 
we  are  apt  to  think  that  our  guides  deceived  us  with 
misrepresentations  and  fictions,  and  amused  us  with 
an  account  of  such  monsters  as  are  not  really  in  their 
country.  These  particulars  we  made  a  shift  to  pick 
out  from  the  discourse  of  our  interpreters ;  which  we 
put  together  aa  well  aa  we  could,  hemg  able  to  under- 
stand but  here  and  there  a  word  of  what  they  said,  and 
afterwards  making  up  the  meaning  of  it  among  our- 
selves. The  men  of  the  country  are  very  cunning  and 
ingenious  in  handicraft  works,  but  withal  so  very  idle, 
that  we  often  saw  young  liuty  raw-boned  fellows 
carried  up  and  down  the  streets  in  little  covered  rooms 
by  a  couple  of  porters,  who  are  hired  for  that  service. 
Tlieir  dress  is  lixewise  veiy  barbarous  *,  for  they  almost 
strangle  themselves  about  the  neck,  and  bind  their 
bodies  with  many  ligatures,  that  we  are  apt  to  think 
are  the  occasion  of  several  distempers  among  them, 
which  our  country  is  entirely  free  from.  Instead  of 
those  beautiful  feathers  with  which  we  adurn  ourheadi^ 
they  often  buy  up  a  monstrous  btish  of  hair,  which 
covers  tlieir  heads,  and  falls  down  in  a  large  fleece 
below  the  middle  of  their  backs;  with  which  thej 
walk  up  and  down  the  streets,  and  are  as  proud  of  it 
as  if  it  was  of  their  own  growth. 

**  We  were  invited  to  one  of  their  public  diversions, 
where  we  hoped  to  have  seen  tlie  great  men  of  their 
country  running  down  a  stag,  or  pitehing  a  bar,  that 
we  might  have  discovered  who  were  the  persons  of  the 
greatest  abilities  among  them ;  but,  instead  of  that, 
they  conveyed  us  into  a  huge  room  lighted  up  with 
abundance  of  candles,  where  this  lasy  people  sat  still 
above  three  hours,  to  see  several  feats  of  ingenuity  par- 
formed  by  others,  who  it  seems  were  paid  fur  it. 

*<  As  for  the  women  of  the  country,  not  being  able 
to  talk  with  them,  we  could  only  make  our  remarks 
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upon  them  at  a  distance.  They  let  the  hair  of  their 
heacU  grow  to  a  great  length ;  but  as  the  men  make  a 
great  show  with  headf  of  hair  that  are  none  of  their 
own,  the  women,  who  they  say  have  very  fine  heads  of 
hair,  tie  it  up  in  a  knot  and  cover  it  Irom  being  seen. 
The  women  look  like  angeU;  and  would  be  more  beau* 
tiful  than  die  sun  were  it  not  for  little  black  spots  that 
are  apt  to  break  out  in  their  fkces,  and  sometimes  rise 
in  very  odd  figures.  I  have  observed  that  thoee  little 
blemishes  wear  off  very  soon ;  but  when  they  disappear 
in  one  part  of  the  face  they  are  very  apt  to  break  out 
in  another,  insomuch  that  I  have  seen  a  spot  upon  the 
forehead  in  the  afternoon,  which  was  upon  tlie  chin  in 
the  morning.*' 

The  author  then  proceeds  to  show  the  absurdity  of 
breeches  and  petticoats;  with  many  other  curious 
observations,  which  I  shall  reserve  for  another  occa- 
sion. I  cannot  however  conclude  this  paper  without 
taking  notice  that,  amidst  these  wild  remarks,  there 
now  and  then  appears  something  very  reasonable.  1 
cannot  likewise  forbear  observing,  that  we  are  all 
guilty,  in  some  measure,  of  the  same  narrow  way  of 
thinking  which  we  meet  with  in  this  abstract  of  the 
Indian  journal,  when  we  fancy  the  customs,  dresses, 
and  manners  of  other  countries  are  ridiculous  and 
extravagant,  if  they  do  not  resemble  those  of  our  own. 

In  the  S^tetor,  No.  575,  August  2,  1714,  the 
following  article  was  proposed  by  Dr.  Swift : — 

''The  following  question  is  started  by  one  of  the 
schoolmen  :  Supposing  the  body  of  the  earth  were  a 
great  ball  or  mass  of  the  finest  sand,  and  that  a  single 
grain  or  particle  of  this  sand  should  be  annihilated 
every  thousand  years.  Supposing  then  that  you  had 
it  in  your  choice  to  be  happy  edl  the  while  diis  pro- 
digious mass  of  sand  was  consuming  by  this  slow 
method,  until  there  was  not  a  grain  of  it  left,  on  con- 
dition you  were  to  be  miserable  for  ever  after;  or 
supposing  that  you  might  be  happy  for  ever  after,  on 
condition  you  would  be  miserable  until  the  whole  mass 
of  sand  were  thus  annihilated  at  the  rate  of  one  sand 
in  a  thousand  years ;  which  of  these  two  cases  would 
you  make  your  choice  t** 
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AN  ESSAY  ON  NATIONAL  REWARDS; 

BEING  A  PROPOSAL  FOR  BESTOWING  THEM  ON  A  PLAN 

MORE  DURABLE  AND  RESPECTABLE. 
Cuncti  adsint.  meriteqne  expcctent  pnemia  palnue. — \no. 

There  is  no  maxim  in  politics  more  indisputable  than 
that  a  nation  should  have  many  honours  to  reserve  for 
those  who  do  national  services.  This  raises  emulation, 
cherishes  public  merit,  and  inspires  every  one  with  an 
ambition  which  promotes  the  good  of  his  country.  The 
1ms  expensive  these  honours  are  to  the  public,  the  more 
still  do  they  turn  to  its  advantage. 

The  Romans  abounded  with  these  little  honorary 
rewards,  that,  without  conferring  wealth  and  riches, 
gave  only  place  and  distinction  to  the  person  who  re- 
ceived tliem.  An  oaken  garland,  to  be  worn  on  festivals 
and  public  ceremonies,  was  the  glorious  recompense 
of  one  who  had  covered  a  citizen  in  battle.  A  soldier 
would  not  only  venture  his  life  for  a  mural  crown,  but 
think  the  most  haiardous  enterprise  sufficiently  repaid 
by  so  noble  a  donation. 

But  among  all  honorary  rewards  which  are  neither 
dangerous  nor  detrimental  to  the  donor,  I  remember 
none  so  remarkable  as  Uie  titles  which  are  bestowed  by 
the  emperor  of  China.  "  These  are  never  given  to  any 
subjecv*  nys  Monsieur  Le  Comte,  **  till  &  subject  is 
dead.  If  he  has  pleased  his  emperor  to  the  last,  he  is 
called  in  all  public  memorials  by  the  title  which  the 


emperor  confers  on  Yarn  aitber  his  death,  and  hu  children 
take  tbeur  ranks  accordingly .""  This  keeps  the  smbitiou 
subject  in  a  perpetual  dependency  making  him  slwayi 
vigilant  and  acbve,  and  m  everything  confonnsUe  to 
the  will  of  his  sovereign. 

There  are  no  honorary  rewards  among  ns  vkich  w 
more  esteemed  by  the  persons  who  receive  them,  and 
are  cheaper  to  the  |vince,  than  the  giving  of  medik 
But  there  is  something  in  the  modern  mauDer  of  od^ 
brating  a  great  action  in  medals,  which  makei  sucb  i 
reward  much  less  valuable  than  it  was  amoDg  the 
Romans,  lliere  is  generally  but  one  coin  itamptd 
upon  the  occasion,  which  is  made  a  ppcKot  to  tiir 
person  who  is  celebrated  oa  it.  By  ttiis  mesu  ^ 
whole  fame  is  in  his  own  custody.  The  applause  tk 
is  bestowed  upon  him  is  too  much  limited  and  ooofiiwd. 
He  is  in  possession  of  an  honour  which  the  world  pob^i 
knows  nothing  of.  He  may  be  a  great  man  in  hii  ovt 
family ;  his  wife  and  children  may  see  the  mooumft^ 
of  an  exploit  which  the  public  in  a  little  time  a  * 
stranger  to.  The  Romans  took  a  quite  different  method 
in  this  particular.  Their  medals  were  their  cumnt 
money.  When  an  action  deserved  to  be  recoided  co 
a  coin,  it  was  stamped  perhaps  upon  100,000  pieces  o( 
money,  like  our  KiiUingn  or  halfpence,  which  wsr 
issued  out  of  the  mint,  and  became  camot.  Ttb 
method  published  every  noble  action  to  advant&se, 
and  in  a  short  space  of  time  spread  through  the  whcif 
Roman  empire.  The  Romans  were  so  careful  to  pre 
serve  the  memory  of  great  events  upon  their  gou& 
that  when  any  particular  piece  of  money  grew  vrn 
scarce,  it  was  ohen  re-coined  by  a  succeeding  empcrj 
many  years  after  the  death  of  &e  emperor  to  whiie 
honour  it  was  first  struck. 

A  friend  of  mine  drew  up  a  project  of  this  M 
during  the  late  ministry,  which  would  then  have  btto 
put  in  execution,  had  it  not  been  too  busy  a  time  ict 
thoughts  of  that  nature.  As  this  project  has  been  rtsj 
much  talked  of  by  the  gentleman  above  mentioned  to 
men  of  the  greatest  genius  as  well  as  quality,  1  a3> 
informed  there  is  now  a  design  on  foot  for  executiij^ 
the  proposal  which  was  then  made,  and  that  we  sbU 
have  several  farthings  and  halfpence  charged  on  tbr 
reverse  with  many  of  the  glorious  particulan  of  b^r 
majesty *s  reign.  This  is  one  of  those  arts  of  p«c( 
which  may  very  well  deserve  to  be  cultivated,  and  wliicii 
may  be  of  great  use  to  posterity. 

As  I  have  in  my  possession  the  copy  of  the  psp^ 
above  mentioned  which  was  delivered  to  th^  hi( 
lord  treasurer  [earl  of  Godolphin],  I  shall  here  ^i^' 
the  public  a  sight  of  it ;  for  I  do  not  question  hut  titJt 
the  curious  part  of  my  readers  wiU   be  verj  9f" 

E leased  to  see  so  much  matter,  and  bo  many  uMt'i^ 
ints  upon  this  subject,  laid  tt^ther  in  so  clear  slhI 
concise  a  manntf : — 

**  The  English  have  not  been  so  careful  as  oti^ 
polite  nations  to  preserve  die  memory  of  their  f^ 
actions  and  events  on  medals.  Their  subjects  are  fe*« 
their  mottoes  and  devices  mean,  and  the  coin*  thflo- 
selves  not  numerous  enough  to  spread  among  ^ 
people,  or  descend  to  posterity. 

"  The  French  have  outdone  us  in  these  pariicuU'v 
and,  by  the  establishment  of  a  society  for  the  iuvei>- 
tion  of  proper  inscriptions  and  designs,  have  the  vb^lr 
history  of  their  present  king  in  a  regular  serie?  ^^ 
medals. 

**  They  have  failed,  as  well  as  the  English,  iu  coin- 
ing  so  small  a  numljer  of  each  kind,  and  those  of  iucb 
costly  metals,  that  each  species  may  be  lost  in  a  (^ 
ages,  and  is  at  present  nowhere  to  be  met  with  but  in 
the  cabinets  of  the  curious. 

*'  The  ancient  Romans  took  the  only  effectual  mctlw 
to  disperse  and  preserve  their  medals,  by  making  tbrtn 
their  current  money. 
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"Smtlnng  glorious  or  lueftily  as  well  in  peace  as 
w,  pn  oecarion  to  a  different  coin.  Net  only  an 
apedition,  fictory,  or  triumph,  but  the  exercise  of  a 
•oleoo  derodon,  the  remission  of  a  duty  or  tax,  a  new 
tenplf,  let  port,  or  highway,  were  transmitted  to  poi* 
takf  lAer  uis  manner. 

'^IV  gicafeait  variety  of  devices  are  on  their  copper 
oMKy,  vhich  have  most  of  the  designs  that  are  to  be 
net  vith  00  the  gold  and  silver,  and  several  peculiar  t^ 
tbt  metal  only.  By  this  means  they  were  disperwd 
into  the  lenwlett  oomen  of  the  em|nre,  came  into  the 
poMsrioo  of  the  poor  as  well  as  the  rich,  and  were  in 
no  danger  of  perishing  in  Ae  hands  of  those  that  might 
htre  Bidtsd  down  coins  of  a  more  valuable  metal. 

''  Add  to  all  this,  tiuit  the  designs  were  invented  by 
am  of  gcoios,  and  executed  by  a  decree  of  the  senate. 
''  It  ii  therefore  pnmosed : — 

"1.  Vmt  the  English  farthings  and  halfpence  be 
rKoioed  opon  the  union  of  the  two  nations. 

**  1  That  they  bear  devices  and  inscriptions  allud- 
inf  to  til  the  most  remarkable  parts  of  ner  majesty's 
reign. 

''3.  That  there  be  a  society  established  for  the  find- 
'ui%cnicf  proper  subjects,  inscriptions,  and  devices. 

"  Tbst  no  subject,  inscription,  or  device,  be  stamped 
without  the  approbation  of  this  society ;  nor,  if  it  be 
HMUght  proper,  without  the  authority  of  the  privy- 
onmciL 

"  By  this  means  medals,  that  are  at  present  only  a 
^tti  tressore,  or  mere  curiosities,  will  be  of  use  in 
the  ordinary  commerce  of  life,  and  at  the  same  time 
jKrpctuate  the  gloriea  of  her  majesty  *s  reign,  reward  the 
ttboait  of  her  greatest  subjects,  keep  alive  in  the 
pfypU  a  gratitude  for  public  services,  and  excite  the 
eoiaUtioa  of  posterity.  To  these  generous  purposes 
MNhiog  can  lo  much  contribute  as  medals  of  this  kind, 
vhich  are  of  undoubted  authority,  of  necessary  use 
ni  ohservation,  not  perishable  by  time,  nor  confined 
to  aay  certain  |ilaoe ;  properties  not  to  be  found  in 
hxdu,  ilBtneB,  pictnres,  buildings^  or  any  other  monu- 
Mrots  of  illustrious  actions.** 


THE  INTELLIGENCER, 

No.  1. 

"^■'VP^Mat  paper  wu  palilUhed  at  Diihlin,  hy  Sheridui, 
^'^  the  ocfMfaoal  asslHaooo  of  his  illustriou*  Mend,  ami 
•M  fUutieA  lo  twvoty  nambcn. 

Jt  may  be  said,  without  offence  to  other  cities  of  much 
<na^  consequence  to  tlie  worid,  that  our  town  of 
iMtlm  does  not  want  its  due  proportion  of  folly  and 
"a*,  both  native  and  imported ;  and  as  to  those  im- 
J*T*H  we  have  the  advantage  to  receive  them  last,  and 
'  weqoendy,  after  our  happy  manner,  to  improve  and 
»^fin«  opoo  them. 

But  because  there  are  many  effects  of  folly  and  vice 
•^«Jf  m,  whereof  some  are  general,  others  contined  to 
yyiet  numbers,  and  others  again  perhaps  to  a  few 
Mmduah,  there  is  a  society  lately  esUblished,  who, 
t  ^?\I*»^'  l>*v<  erected  an  office  of  intelligence, 
"Jjta  which  they  are  to  receive  weekly  informahon  of 
Ji  important  eveuU  and  singularities  which  this 
^f»oui  metropolis  can  furnish.  Strict  iiijimctions  are 
«"«!  to  have  the  truest  information,  in  order  to  which 
'"'aw  qualified  persons  are  employed  to  attend  upon 
";«y  m  their  several  posts ;  some  at  the  playhouse, 
;  *«»  ui  churches;  some  at  balls,  assemblies,  coffue- 
'w»«,  and  meetings  for  quadrille;  some  at  the  several 
fi'ifU  of  justice,  both  spiritual  and  temporal ;  some  at 
«-' r..»ege,  aome  upon  my  lord  mayor  and  aldermen 
2  0«/  pnhlic  affairs ;  lasdy,  some  to  converse  with 
aTaantfcfaarobermAias,  and  to  frequent  those  alehouses 
"rt  txandyshops  where  the  footmen  of  great  families 


meet  in  a  morning;  only  (be  harraciEi  and  parliament- 
house  are  excepted;  because  we  have  yet  found  no 
emfanM  penbu  bold  enough  to  venture  their  persons  at 
either.  Out  of  these  and  some  other  storehouses,  we 
hope  to  gather  materials  enough  to  inform,  or  divert, 
or  correct  or  vex  the  town. 

But  as  facts^  passages,  and  adventures  of  all  kinds 
are  likely  to  have  the  greatest  share  in  our  paper, 
whereof  we  cannot  always  answer  for  the  truth ;  due 
care  shall  be  taken  to  have  them  applied  to  feigned 
names,  whereby  all  just  offence  will  be  removed ;  for 
if  none  be  guilty,  none  will  have  cause  to  blush  or  be 
angry ;  if  otherwise,  then  the  guilty  person  is  safe  for 
the  future  upon  his  present  amendment,  and  safe  for 
thepresent  fhnn  all  but  his  own  conscience. 

llkere  is  another  resolution  taken  among  us,  which  I 
fear  will  give  a  greater  and  more  general  discontent, 
and  is  of  so  singular  a  nature  that  I  have  hardly  con- 
fidence enough  to  mention  it,  although  it  be  absolutely 
necessary  by  way  of  apology  for  so  bold  and  unpopular 
an  attempt  Bat  so  it  is,  that  we  have  taken  a  oesne- 
rate  counsel,  to  produce  into  tiie  world  every  distin- 
guished action  either  of  justice,  prudence,  generosity, 
charity,  friendship,  or  public  spint,  which  comes  well 
attested  to  us.  And  although  we  shall  neither  here  be 
so  daring  as  to  assign  names,  yet  we  shall  hardly  for- 
bear to  give  some  hints  that  perhaps,  to  the  great  dis- 
pleasure of  such  deserving  persons,  may  endanger  a 
discovery.  For  we  think  that  even  virtue  itself  should 
submit  to  such  a  mortification,  as  by  its  visibility  and 
example  will  render  it  more  useful  to  the  world. 
But,  however,  the  readers  of  these  papers  need  not  be 
in  pain  of  being  overcharged  with  so  dull  and  ungrate- 
lul  a  subject  And  yet  who  knows  but  such  an  occa- 
sion may  be  offered  to  us  once  in  a  year  or  two,  after 
we  have  settled  a  correspondence  round  the  kingdom. 

But,  after  all  our  boast  of  materials  sent  us  by  our 
several  emissaries,  we  may  probably  soon  fidl  short,  if 
the  town  will  not  be  pleased  to  lend  as  ftirther  assistance 
toward  entertaining  itself.  The  world  best  knows  its 
own  faults  and  virtues, 'and  whatever  is  sent  shall  be 
faithfully  returned  back,  only  a  little  embellished 
according  to  the  custom  of  authors.  We  do  therefore 
demand  and  expect  continual  advertisements  in  great 
numbers  to  be  sent  to  the  printer  of  this  paper,  who  has 
employed  a  judicious  secretary  to  collect  such  as  may 
be  mostuseftil  for  the  public- 

And  although  we  do  not  intend  to  expose  our  own 
persons  by  mentiom'ng  names,  yet  we  are  so  far  from 
requiring  the  same  caution  in  our  correspondents,  that, 
on  the  contrary,  we  expressly  charge  and  command 
them,  in  all  the  ihcts  they  send  us,  to  set  down  the 
names,  titles,  and  places  of  abode,  at  length ;  together 
with  a  very  particular  description  of  the  persons,  dresses, 
dispositions,  of  the  several  lords,  ladies,  ^squires,  madams, 
lawyers,  gamesters,  toupees,  sots,  wite,  rakes,  and  in- 
formers, whom  they  shall  have  occasion  to  mention ; 
otherwise  it  will  not  be  possible  for  us  to  adjust  our 
style  to  the  different  qualities  and  capacities  of  the 
persons  concerned,  and  treat  them  with  the  respect  or 
familiarity  that  may  be  due  to  fiidr  stations  and 
characters,  which  we  are  determined  to  observe  with 
the  utmost  strictness,  that  none  may  have  cause  to 
complain. 

No.  3 


-Ipse  per  osaiies 


IbH  penonaa.  et  turbam  Todil«t  in  nnam. 

The  players  having  now  almost  done  with  the  comedy 
called  the  Beggars*  Opera  for  the  season ;  it  may  be  no 
unpleasant  speculation,  to  reflect  a  little  upon  this  dra- 
matic piece,  so  singular  in  the  subject  anti  manner,  so 
much  an  original,  and  which  has  frequently  given  so 
very  agreeable  an  entertainment. 
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Although  an  evil  taste  he  very  apt  to  prevail,  hoth 
bere  aiid  iu  London ;  yet  there  u  a  point  which,  who- 
ever can  rightly  touch,  will  never  fail  of  pleasing  a  very 
great  majority ;  so  great  that  the  dialikers  out  of  dul* 
ness  or  affectation  will  be  silent,  and  forced  to  ftdl  in 
with  the  herd :  the  point  I  mean  is,  what  we  call 
humour ;  which  in  its  perfection,  is  allowed  to  be  much 
preferable  to  wit,  if  it  be  not  rather  the  most  uieful 
and  agreeable  species  of  it 

1  agree  with  sir  William  Temple,  that  the  word  is 
peculiar  to  our  English  tongue ;  but  I  differ  from  him 
in  the  opinion,  that  the  tbing  itself  is  peculiar  to  the 
English  nation,  because  the  contrary  may  be  found  in 
many  Spanish,  Italian,  and  Fkench  productions;  and 
particularly,  whoever  has  a  taste  for  true  humour,  will 
find  a  hundred  instances  of  it  in  those  volumes  printed 
in  France  under  the  name  of  Le  Theatre  Italien ;  to 
say  nothing  of  Rabelais,  Cervantes,  and  many  others. 

Now  I  take  the  comedy,  or  farce,  (or  whatever  name 
the  critics  will  allow  it,^  called  the  Beggars'  Opera,  to 
excel  in  this  article  of  numour ;  and  upon  that  merit 
to  have  met  with  such  prodigious  success,  both  here 
and  in  England. 

As  to  poetry,  eloquence,  and  music,  which  are  aid  to 
have  most  power  over  the  minds  of  men  ;  it  is  certain 
that  very  few  have  a  taste  or  judgment  of  the  excel* 
lences  of  the  two  former ;  and  if  a  man  succeed  in  either, 
it  is  upon  the  authority  of  those  few  judges,  that  lend 
their  taste  to  the  bulk  of  readen,  who  have  none  of 
their  own.  I  am  told  there  are  as  few  good  judges  in 
music ;  and  that  am(»ig  those  who  crowd  the  operas, 
nine  in  ten  got  hither  merely  out  of  curiosity,  fashion, 
or  affectation. 

But  a  taste  for  humour  is  in  some  manner  fixed  to 
the  very  nature  of  man,  and  generally  obvious  to  the 
vulgar ;  except  upon  subjects  too  refined  and  supirior 
to  their  understanding. 

And,  as  this  taste  of  humour  is  purely  natural,  so  is 
humour  itself ;  neither  is  it  a  talent  confined  to  men  aX 
wit  or  learning ;  for  we  observe  it  sometimes  among 
common  servants,  and  the  meanest  of  the  people,  while 
the  very  owners  are  often  ignorant  of  the  gift  they  possess. 

I  know  very  well,  that  this  happy  talent  is  contempt- 
ibly treated  by  critics,  under  the  name  of  low  humour, 
or  low  comedy ;  but  I  know  likewise  that  the  Spaniards 
and  Italians,  who  are  allowed  to  have  the  most  wit  of 
any  nations  in  Europe,  do  most  excel  in  it,  and  do  most 
esteem  it. 

By  what  disposition  of  the  mind,  what  infiuenoe  of 
the  stars,  or  what  situation  of  the  climate,  thw  endow- 
onent  is  bestowed  upon  mankind,  may  be  a  question  fit 
for  philosophers  to  discuss.  It  is  c«tainly  the  best  in- 
gredient toward  that  kind  of  satire  which  is  most  useful, 
and  gives  the  least  offence ;  which,  instead  of  lashing, 
langbs  men  out  of  their  follies  and  vices;  and  is  the 
character  that  gives  Horace  the  preference  to  Juvenal. 

And,  although  some  things  are  too  serious,  solemn,  or 
sacred,  to  be  turned  into  ridicule,  yet  the  abuses  of 
them  are  certainly  not ;  since  it  is  allowed  that  cor^ 
ruptions  in  religion,  politics,  and  law,  may  be  proper 
topics  ftnr  this  kind  of  satire. 

There  are  two  ends  that  men  propose  in  writing  sa- 
tire ;  one  of  them  less  noble  than  the  other,  as  re^^utl- 
tng  nothing  further  than  the  private  satisfaction  and 
pleasure  of  the  writer ;  but  without  any  view  toward 
personal  malice :  the  other  is  a  public  spirit,  prompting 
men  of  genius  and  virtue  to  mend  the  world  as  far  as 
they  are  able.  And  as  both  these  ends  are  innocent,  so 
the  latter  is  highly  commendable.  With  regard  to  the 
former,  I  demand,  whether  I  have  not  as  good  a  title  to 
laugh  as  men  have  to  be  ridiculous ;  and  to  expose  vice, 
as  another  has  to  be  vicions.  If  I  ridicule  the  follies  and 
corruptions  of  a  court,  a  ministry,  or  a  senate,  are  they 

*■  amply  paid  bv  pensions,  titles,  and  power,  while  1 


expect  and  desire  no  other  reward  than  that  of  laogb* 
ing  with  a  few  firieuds  in  a  comer  f  yet,  if  those  who 
take  offeiioe  think  me  iu  the  wrong,  I  am  ready  to 
change  the  scene  with  them  whenever  they  plessc. 

But,  if  my  design  be  to  make  mankind  better,  then 
I  think  it  is  my  duty ;  at  least  I  am  sure  it  is  the  it>* 
terest  of  those  very  courts  and  ministers^  whose  folliei 
or  vices  I  ridicule,  to  reward  me  f<nr  my  good  intention ; 
for  if  it  be  reokoned  a  high  point  of  wiwiom  to  get  tbe 
laughers  on  our  side,  it  is  mudi  more  etey,  as  well  m 
wise,  to  get  those  on  our  side  who  can  make  millioos 
laugh  when  they  please. 

My  reason  for  mentioning  courts  and  miiufUn, 
(whom  I  never  think  on  but  with  the  most  profound 
veneration,)  is,  because  an  opinion  obtaitH,  that  io  tbe 
Beggars'  Opera  there  appears  to  be  some  reflection 
upon  courtiers  and  statesmen,  whereof  I  wn  by  do 
means  a  judge.* 

It  is  true,  indeed,  that  Mr.  Gay,  the  author  of  thk 
piece,  has  been  somewhat  singular  in  the  cootk  of  bit 
fortunes ;  for  it  has  happened,  that  after  fourteen  yean 
attending  tbe  court,  with  a  large  stock  of  real  merit,  a 
modest  and  agreeable  conversation,  a  hundred  promiiei, 
and  five  hundred  friends,  he  has  failed  of  prefeniwnt ; 
and  upon  a  very  weighty  reason.  He  lay  under  tie 
suspicion  of  having  written  a  libel,  or  lampoon,  ^uoA 
a  great  minister  [sir  Robert  Walpolej.  It  istmctkat 
great  minister  was  demonstratively  convinced,  sod 
publicly  owned  his  conviction,  that  Mr.  Gay  wu  not 
the  author;  but  having  lain  undwr  tlie  suspicion, it 
seemed  very  just  diat  he  should  suffer  thepunisboifnt; 
because  in  this  most  reformed  age,  the  virtues  of  a 
prime-minister  are  no  more  to  be  suspected  thso  the 
chastity  of  Caesar's  wife. 

It  must  be  allowed,  that  the  Beggars*  Opera  is  wt 
the  first  of  Mr.  Gay's  works,  wherein  he  has  oeen  faulty 
with  regard  to  courtiers  and  statesmen.  For,  to  omit 
his  other  pieces,  even  in  his  fables,  published  withm  tvo 
years  past,  and  dedicated  to  the  duke  of  CumberUod, 
for  which  he  was  promised  a  reward,  he  has  been 
thought  somewhat  too  bold  upon  the  courtiers.  And 
although  it  be  highly  probable  he  meant  only  the 
courtiers  of  former  times,  yet  he  acted  unwarily,  by 
not  considering  that  the  malignity  of  some  peoplf 
might  misinterpret  what  he  said  to  tbe  disadvantagt 
of  present  persons  and  afiairs. 

But  I  have  now  done  with  Mr.  Gay  as  a  politiciio : 
and  shall  consider  him  henceforward  only  as  author  of 
the  Beggars*  Opera,  wherein  he  has,  by  a  turn  of  faamnor 
entirely  new,  placed  vices  of  all  kinds  in  the  strang«$t 
and  most  odious  light;  and  thereby  done  emineat 
service  both  to  religion  and  morality.  This  aj^Kaci 
tcom  the  unparalleled  success  he  has  met  with.  All 
ranks,  parties,  and  denominations  of  men,  eitlicr 
crowding  to  see  his  opera,  or  reading  it  with  delight 
in  their  closets ;  even  ministers  of  state,  whom  be  » 
thought  to  have  most  offended,  (next  to  those  whom 
the  actors  represent,)  appearing  frequently  at  the  thesfw. 
from  a  consciousness  of  their  own  innocence,  siid  to 
oonvince  the  world  how  unjust  a  parallel,  malice,  eovy, 
and  disaffection  to  the  government  have  made. 

I  am  assured  tiiat  several  worthy  clei^men  in  tba 
city  went  privately  to  see  the  Beggars'  Opera  reprt- 
sented:  and  that  the  fleering  coxcombs  iu  the  p>t 
amused  themselves  with  making  discoveries,  and  aprc*<^* 
ing  the  names  of  those  gentlemen  round  the  audin»c<. 

I  shall  not  pretend  to  vindicate  a  clergyman  wbo 
would  appear  openly  in  his  habit  at  the  theatre,  w'tb 
such  a  vicious  crew  as  might  probably  stand  round  him, 
at  such  comedies  and  profane  tragedies  as  are  oiVen  re- 
presented.    Besides,  1  know  very  well  that  persons  of 

•  It  is  well  known  tliat  the  scene  between  INrarfavm  ^ 
Lockh  WM  written  in  riilknle  of  certain  disputes  among iheB** 
nistera  of  the  day. 
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tKeir  fonctiim  are  bound  to  avoid  the  appeanmce  of 

oil,  or  of  giving  cauae  of  offence.    But  wnen  the  lords 

thuicAhnt  who  are  keepen  of  the  king*i  conacience ; 

whfli  (he  judge*  of  the  land,  whose  title  is  rererend ; 

wiwu  Udiei,  who  are  bound  by  the  rules  of  their  sex  to 

tbe  mictttt  decency,  appear  in  the  theatre  wi&out  cen- 

lure ;  I  cannot  understand  why  a  young  clergyman, 

▼bo  comes  concealed,  out  of  curiosity  to  see  an  innocent 

aa\  moral  play,  should  be  so  highly  condemned ;  nor 

do  I  much  approve  the  rigour  of  a  great  prelate,  who 

•sid,  '•  be  hoped  none  of  his  clergy  were  there."    I  am 

gild  to  bear  there  are  no  weightier  objections  against 

dut  lerercnd  body,  planted  in  diis  city,  and  I  wish 

there  Defer  may.     But  I  should  be  very  sorry  that  any 

^^fthetn  ihould  he  so  weak,  as  to  imitate  a  court  chap- 

UiD*  in  England,  who  preached  against  the  Beggars* 

OpefSf  which  will   probably  do  more  good  than  a 

thoottod  lermons  of  so  stupid,  so  injudicious,  and  to 

prostitute  a  divine. 

In  this  happy  performance  of  Mr.  Gay's,  all  the 
chdncten  are  just,  and  none  of  them  carried  beyond 
utnre,  or  hardly  beyond  practice.  It  discovers  the 
whale  system  of  that  commonwealth,  or  that  imperium 
wwperio  of  iniquity  established  among  us,  by  which 
'M:\hn  our  lives  uor  our  properties  are  secure,  either  in 
the  highways,  or  in  public  assemblies,  or  even  in  our 
ovd  houses.  It  shows  the  miserable  lives,  and  the 
cufistant  fate,  of  those  abandoned  wretches :  ibr  how 
liiUe  they  sell  their  lives  and  souls ;  betrayed  by  their 
«huns,  their  conmdes,  and  the  receivers  and  pur- 
chase of  those  thefb  and  robberies.  This  comedy 
ruutaiiis  likewise  a  satire,  which,  without  inouiring 
vhedier  it  affects  die  present  age,  may  possibly  be 
nieful  in  times  to  come ;  I  mean,  where  the  author 
takes  the  occasion  at  comparing  the  common  cobbers 
of  the  public,  and  their  several  stratagems  of  betraying, 
uiiderminuig,  and  hanging  each  other,  to  the  several 
tfti  of  the  politicians  in  times  of  corruption. 

This  comedy  likewise  exposes,  with  great  justice,  that 
tujiahual  taste  for  Italian  music  among  us,  which  is 
vholljr  unsuitable  to  our  northern  climate,  and  &e  ge- 
l!iu  of  the  people,  whereby  we  ai«  overrun  with  Italian 
fffeminacj,  aud  Italian  nonsense.  An  old  gentleman 
aid  to  me,  that  many  years  ago,  when  ^e  practice  of 
an  uunstuxal  vice  grew  frequent  in  Loudon,  and  many 
v«re  [ifoteeuted  for  it,  he  was  sure  it  would  be  the 
f 'Tnuaner  of  Italian,  operas  and  singers ;  and  then  we 
lii^uld  want  nothing  but  stabbing,  or  poisoning,  to 
n^^  OS  oerfect  Italians.. 

Tpou  the  whoV,  I  deliver  my  judgment,  that  nothing 
tut  Krrile  attachment  to  a  party,  affectation  of  singu- 
^ty,  lamentable  dulness,  mistaken  seal,  oc  studied  hy- 
t'^<^7t  can  have  the  least  reasonable  objection  against 
til  it  excellent  moral  performance  of  the  celebrated  Mr. 
lay. 

No.  XIX. 

Sic  voa  noo  %-obis  vellem  fertiii.  oves. 
Nol  Cor  yourwWea,  y«  sheep,  your  fle«ors  grow. 
^;ias.  oa  the  Ifth  of  October  Inat,  received  a  letter  si{med 
*««df«*  Dealer  end  Pattiek  Pennyfen.  I  believe  the  fcllow- 

^  P«fer.  jnst  oome  to  my  haniii,  will  be  a  suffleient  answer. 
•<»  a. 

^  Oounty  oC  Down.  Dre.  9*  ITkS. 

!Ma— I  am  a  country  gentleman,and  a  oMmber  of  parlia- 
»«nt,  with  an  estate  of  about  UOO/.  a-year ;  which,  as 
a  Dcithcm  landlord,  I  receive  from  above  two  hund[red 
t«iui:ti :  and  my  lands  having  been  let  near  twenty 
yatt  ago,  the  rents,  until  very  lately,  were  esteemed  to 
^<  not  above  half  value ;  yet,  by  the  intolerable  scar- 
'  \f  of  nUtt,  I  lie  under  the  greatest  difficulties  in  re- 
♦  •'Ji  ing  them,  as  well  as  paying  my  labourers,  or  buying 
*"y^Hing  necessary  for  my  family,  from  tradesmen  who 
•  Th  Thfimaa  Iferriag.  ailcrwards  primate,  Uien  preacher  at 


are  not  able  to  be  long  out  of  their  money.  But  the  lof- 
ferings  of  me,  and  those  of  my  rank,  are  trifles  in  cona- 
parison  of  what  the  meaner  sort  undergo ;  such  as  the 
buyers  and  sellers  at  fkirs  and  markets ;  the  shopkeepers 
in  every  town,  and  ihrmers  in  genersJ ;  all  these  who 
travel  with  fish,  poultry,  pedlery-ware,  and  other  conve- 
niences to  sell :  but  more  especially  handicraAamCD, 
who  work  for  us  by  the  day ;  and  common  labourcra, 
whom  I  have  already  mentioned.  Both  these  kinds  of 
people  I  am  forced  to  emj^oy,  until  their  wages  amount 
to  a  double  pistole,  or  a  moidore,  (for  we  hardly  have 
any  gold  of  lower  value  left  us,)  to  divide  it  among 
themselves  as  they  can :  and  this  is  generally  done  at 
an  alehouse,  or  Iwandy  shop;  where,  besides  the  coet 
of  getting  drunk,  (which  is  usually  the  case,)  they  most 
pay  tenpence,  or  a  shilling,  for  changing  their  piece 
into  silver,  to  some  bucklering  fellow,  who  Ibllows 
that  trade.  But,  what  is  inflnitely  wone,  those  poor 
men,  for  want  of  due  payment,  are  fotced  to  take  up 
their  oatmeal,  and  other  necesnries  of  life,  at  almoet 
double  value ;  and  consequently  are  not  able  to  die> 
charge  half  their  score,  especially  under  the  scarceness 
of  com  for  two  years  past,  and  the  melancholy  disap- 
pointment of  tlie  present  crop. 

The  causes  of  tnis,  and  a  thousand  other  evils,  aie 
clear  and  manifest  to  you  and  all  thinking  men,  al- 
though hidden  from  the  vulgar :  these  indeed  complain 
of  hiffd  times,  the  dearth  of  com,  the  want  of  money, 
the  badness  of  seasons ;  that  their  goods  bear  no  price, 
and  the  poor  cannot  find  work ;  but  their  weak  reeson- 
ings  never  carry  them  to  the  hatred  aud  contempt  borne 
ua  by  our  neighbours  and  brethren,  without  the  least 
grounds  of  provocation ;  who  rejoice  at  our  sufferings, 
although  sometimes  to  tiieir  own  disadvantage.  They 
consider  not  the  dead  weight  upon  every  beneficial 
branch  of  our  trade ;  that  half  our  revenues  are  anmi- 
ally  sent  to  England;  with  many  other  grievances 
peculiar  to  this  unhappy  kingdom,  which  keeps  us  from 
enjoying  the  common  oenefits  of  mankind ;  as  you  and 
some  other  lovers  of  their  country  have  so  often  ob- 
served, with  such  good  inclinations,  and  so  little  effect 

It  is  true  indeed,  that  under  our  circumstances  in  ge- 
neral, this  complaint  for  the  want  of  silver  may  appear 
as  ridiculous,  as  for  a  man  to  be  impatient  about  a  cut 
finger,  when  he  is  struck  with  .the  plague  :  and  yet  a 
poor  fellow  going  to  the  gallows^  may  be  allowed  to  feel 
the  smart  of  wasps  while  he  is  upon  Tyburn  road.  This 
misfortune  is  so  urging  and  vexatious  in  every  kind  of 
small  traffic,  and  so  hourly  pcessing  npcffi  all  persons  in 
the  country  whatsoever,  that  a, hundred  inconveniences, 
of  perhaps  greater  moment  in  themselves,  have  been 
tamely  submitted  to,  with  far  less  disquietude  and 
murmur.  And  the  case  seems  yet  the  harder,  if  it  be 
true,  what  many  skilful  men  assert,  that  nothing  is 
more  easy  than  a  remedy ;  and,  that  the  want  of  silver, 
in  proportion  to  the  little  gold  remaining  among  us,  is 
altogether  as  unnecessary,  as  it  is  inconvenient.  A 
person  of  distinction  assured  me  very  lately,  that  in 
discoursing  with  the  lord-lieutenant  [Lord  Carteret] 
before  his  latfr  return  to  England,  his  excellency  said, 
<*  He  had  pressed  the  matter  often,  in  proper  time  and 
place,  and  to  proper  persons ;  and  could  not  see  any 
difficulty  of  the  least  moment,  that  could  prevent  us 
fW>m  being  made  easy  upon  this  article.^* 

Whoever  carries  to  England  twenty-seven  English 
shillings,  and  brings  back  one  moidore  of  full  weight,  is 
a  gainer  of  ninepence  Irish  :  in  a  guinea,  the  advantage 
is  threepence ;  and  twopence  in  a  pistole.  The  bankers 
who  are  generally  masters  of  all  our  gold  and  silver,  with 
this  advantage,  have  sent  over  as  much  of  the  latter 
as  came  into  their  hands.  The  value  of  one  thousand 
moidores  in  silver  would  thus  amount  in  clear  profit  to 
37/.  10s.  The  shopkeepers,  and  other  traders  who  go 
to  London  to  buy  goods,  followed  the  same  practice ;  bv 
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which  we  have  been  driven  to  thU  insupportable  dis- 
tress. 

To  a  common  thinker,  it  would  seem,  that  nothing 
would  be  more  easy  than  for  the  government  to  redress 
this  evil  at  any  time  they  shaU  please.  When  the 
value  of  guineas  was  lowered  in  England  from  21 «. 
and  6d,  to  only  %la^  the  consequences  to  this  kingdom 
were  obvious,  and  manifest  to  us  all :  and  a  sober  man 
may  be  allowed  at  least  to  wonder,  although  he  dare  not 
complain,  why  a  new  regulation  of  coin  among  us  was 
not  then  made ;  much  more,  why  it  has  never  been  since. 
It  would  surely  require  no  very  profound  skill  in 
algebra  to  reduce  the  difference  of  ninepence  in  SOs. 
or  threepence  in  a  guinea,  to  less  than  a  farthing ;  and 
so  small  a  fraction  could  be  no  temptation  either  to 
bankers,  to  hazard  their  silver  at  sea,  or  tradesmen  to 
load  themselves  with  it  in  their  journeys  to  England.  In 
my  humble  opinion,  it  would  be  no  unseasonable  conde- 
scension, if  the  government  would  graciously  please  to 
signify  to  the  poor  loyal  Protestant  subjects  of  Ireland, 
either  that  this  miserable  want  of  silver  is  not  possibly 
to  be  remedied  in  any  degree  by  the  nicest  skill  m  arith- 
metic :  or  else  that  it  does  not  stand  with  the  good  plea- 
sure of  England  to  suffer  any  silver  at  all  among  us.  In 
the  former  case,  it  would  be  madness  to  expect  impos- 
sibilities ;  and,  in  the  other,  we  must  submit :  for  lives 
and  fortunes  ate  always  at  the  mercy  of  the  con- 
queror. 

The  question  has  been  often  put  in  printed  papers,  by 
the  drapier  and  others,  or  perhaps  by  the  same  writer 
under  different  styles,  why  this  kingdom  should  not 
be  permitted  to  have  a  mint  of  its  own,  for  the  coinage 
of  gold,  silver,  and  copper;  which  is  a  power  exercised 
by  many  bishops,  and  every  petty  prince,  in  Germany  t 
But  this  question  has  never  been  answered ;  nor  die 
least  application,  that  I  have  heard  of,  made  to  the  crown 
from  hence  for  the  grant  of  a  public  mint ;  although  it 
stands  upon  record,  that  several  cities  and  corporations 
here,  had  the  liberty  of  coining  silver :  I  can  see  no 
reasons,  why  we  alone,  of  all  nations,  are  thus  re- 
strained, but  such  as  I  dare  not  mention ;  only  thus  far 
I  may  venture,  that  Ireland  is  the  first  imperial 
kingdom  since  Nimrod,  which  ever  wanted  power  to 
coin  their  own  money. 

I  know  very  well,  that  in  England  it  is  lawful  for 
any  subject  to  petition  either  the  prince  or  the  parlia- 
ment, provided  it  be  done  in  a  dutiful  and  regular 
manner :  but  what  is  lawful  for  a  subject  of  Ireland,  I 
pn>fess  I  cannit  determine  :  nor  will  undertake  that  the 
printer  shall  not  be  prosecuted  in  a  court  of  justice  for 
publishing  my  wishes,  that  a  poor  shopkeeper  might  be 
able  to  change  a  guinea  or  a  moidore  when  a  customer 
comes  for  a  crown's  worth  of  goods.  I  have  known  less 
crimes  punished  with  the  utmost  severity,  under  the 
title  of  disaffection.  And  I  cannot  but  approve  the 
wisdom  of  the  ancients,  who,  after  Astrea  had  fled  fVom 
the  earth,  at  least  took  care  to  provide  three  upright 
judges  for  hell.  Men's  ears  amoi\g  us  are  indeed  grown 
so  nice,  that  whoever  happens  to  think  out  of  fashion, 
in  what  relates  to  the  welfare  of  this  kingdom,  dare  not 
so  much  as  complain  of  the  toothach,  lest  our  weak 
and  busy  dabblers  in  politics  should  be  ready  to  swear 
against  him  for  disaffection. 

There  was  a  method  practised  by  sir  Ambrose 
Cmwley,  the  great  dealer  in  iron  works,  which  I  wonder 
the  gentlemen  of  our  country,  under  this  great  exigence, 
have  nut  thought  fit  to  imitate.  In  the  several  towns 
and  villages  where  he  dealt,  and  many  miles  round,  he 
gave  notes  instead  of  money,  (from  twopence  to  twenty 
shillings,)which  passed  current  in  all  shops  and  markets, 
as  well  as  in  houses  where  meat  or  drinlc  was  sold.  I 
fee  no  reason,  why  the  like  practice  may  not  be  intro- 
duced among  us  with  some  degree  of  success ;  or,  at 
least,  may  not  serve  as  a  poor  expedient  in  this  our 


blessed  age  of  paper ;  which,  as  it  discharges  ail  ooi 
greatest  payments,  may  be  equally  useful  in  the  smaller, 
and  may  just  keep  us  alive,  until  an  English  act  of 
Parliament  shall  forbid  it. 

I  have  been  told,  that  among  some  of  oar  poomt 
American  colonies  upon  the  continent,  tiie  people  en- 
joy the  liberty  of  cutting  the  little  money  amoog  Ihem 
into  halves  and  quarters,  for  the  conveniences  of  imsll 
trafllc.  How  happy  should  we  be  in  coropaiistm  of 
our  present  condition,  if  the  like  privilege  were  gnnted 
to  us  of  employing  the  sheers  for  want  of  a  mint, 
upon  our  foreign  gold,  by  clipping  it  into  half-crowm, 
and  shillings,  and  even  lower  denominations ;  for  be^ 
gars  must  be  content  to  live  upon  scraps;  and  it 
would  be  our  felicity,  that  these  scraps  could  nwer 
be  exported  to  other  countries  while  anything  better 
was  left. 

If  neither  of  these  projects  will  avail,  I  see  notbio; 
left  us  but  to  truck  and  barter  our  goods,  like  the  vild 
Indians,  with  each  other,  or  with  our  too  powwfnl 
neighbours ;  only  with  this  disadvantage  on  our  lidf, 
that  the  Indians  enjoy  the  product  of  their  own  land; 
whereas  the  better  naif  of  ours  is  sent  away,  without  n 
much  as  a  recompense  in  bugles  or  glass  in  retora. 

It  must  needs  be  a  very  comfortable  circmnstsoce 
in  the  present  juncture,  that  some  thousand  ikmilies 
are  gone,  are  going,  or  preparing  to  go  from  hence,  sod 
settle  themselves  in  America :  die  poorer  sort  for  want 
of  work ;  die  farmers,  whose  beneficial  bargains  sit 
now  become  a  rack-rent  too  hard  to  be  borne,  and  thnae 
who  have  any  ready  money,  or  can  ptirchaae  any  by 
the  sale  of  their  goods  or  leases,  because  they  find  their 
fortunes  hourly  decaying,  that  their  goods  will  bear  do 
price,  and  that  few  or  none  have  any  money  to  boy 
the  very  necessaries  of  life,  are  hastening  to  follov 
their  departed  neighbours.  It  is  true,  com  among  us 
carries  a  very  high  price ;  but  it  ii  for  the  same  reason 
that  rats  and  cats,  and  dead  horses,  have  been  ofleii 
bought  for  gold  in  a  town  besieged. 

lliere  is  a  person  of  quality  in  my  neighbourhood, 
who,  twenty  years  ago,  when  he  was  just  come  to  ajf, 
being  unexperienced,  and  of  a  generous  temper,  let  his 
lands,  even  as  times  went  then,  at  a  low  rate  to  able 
tenants ;  and,  consequendy,  by  the  rise  of  lauds  since 
that  time,  looked  upon  his  estate  to  be  set  at  haV- 
value :  but  numbers  of  these  tenanti,  or  their  descea- 
dants,  are  now  ofiering  to  sell  their  leases  by  aurtioD 
even  those  which  were  for  lives,  some  of  them  renew- 
able for  ever,  and  some  fee-farms,  which  the  landM 
himself  has  bought  in  at  half  the  price  they  would 
have  yielded  seven  years  ago.  And  some  leases  let  st 
the  same  time  for  lives,  have  been  given  np  to  him 
without  any  consideradon  at  all. 

This  is  the  most  fkvourable  face  of  all  things  at  pre- 
sent among  us ;  I  say  among  us  of  the  north,  who  wets 
esteemed  the  only  thriving  people  of  the  kingdom.  And 
how  far,  and  how  soon^  this  misery  and  desolation  may 
spread,  it  is  easy  to  foresee. 

The  vast  sums  of  money  daily  carried  off  by  our 
numerous  adventurers  to  America,  have  deprived  us 
of  our  gold  in  these  parts,  almost  as  much  as  of  our 
silver.  And  the  good  wives  who  come  to  our  hiA»a 
offer  us  their  pieces  of  linen,  upon  which  their  whole 
dependence  lies,  for  so  little  profit,  that  it  can  neither 
half  pay  their  rents,  nor  half  support  their  families. 

It  IS  remarkable,  that  this  enthusiasm  spread  among 
our  northern  people,  of  sheltering  themselves  in  the 
continent  of  America,  has  no  other  foundation  than 
their  present  insupportable  condition  at  home.  I  have 
made  all  possible  inquiries  to  learn  what  encourage* 
ment  our  people  have  met  with,  by  any  intelligwce 
from  those  plantations,  sufficient  to  make  them  under- 
take so  tedious  and  haaardous  a  voyage  in  all  seasiHtf 
of  the  year,  and  so  ill  accommodat«l  in   their  sbiin 
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thatmuyof  tbem  have  died  miiembly  in  their  pos- 
nge,  but  eould  nerer  get  ooe   tatiifactory  answer. 
SmAodj,  they  knew  not  who,  had  written  letters  to 
his  fneod  or  coiiain  irom  thence  inviting  him  by  all 
mcufto  come  over ;  that  it  was  a  fine  fruitful  country, 
aa&to  he  held  for  ever  at  a  penny  an  acre.     But  the 
(rath  of  the  Cut  is  this :  ^  English  established  in 
tbon  colonies  are  in  great  want  of  men  to  inhabit  that 
tract  of  groand  which  lies  between  them  and  the  wild 
Ifidlsiu,  vho  are  not  reduced  under  their  dominion. 
We  lesd  of  some  barbarous  people  whom  the  Romans 
plsced  in  their  army  for  no  other  service  than  to  blunt 
(iif  ir  enemies*  swords,  and  afterward  to  fill  up  trenches 
with  their  dead  bodies.     And  thus  our  people  who 
tiuaport  themselves,  are  settled  into  those  interjacent 
tricU,  u  a  flcreen  against  the  insults  of  the  savage ; 
and  msny  have  as  much  land  as  they  can  clear  from 
the  woods,  at  a  very  reasonable  mte,  if  they  can  aflbrd 
u>  pay  about  a  hundred  years*  purchase  by  their  labour. 
Nov,  beside  the  fox*8  reason,*  which  inclines  all  those 
who  hare  slresdy  ventured  thither  to  represent  every- 
tbiaj  in  a  false  light,  as  well  for  justifying  their  ovm 
oondoct  as  for  getting  companions  in  &eir  misery,  the 
gnrcniing  people  in  ^ose  plantations  have  also  wisely 
firoTided  that  no  letters  shall  be  suffered  to  pass  from 
tScoce  hither,  without  being  first  viewed  by  the  coun- 
cil ;  bj  which  our  people  here  are  wholly  deceived  in 
the  epiniiios  ihey  have  of  the  happy  condition  of  their 
frifuds  gone  before  them.     This  was  accidentally  dis- 
covered some  months  ago  by  an  honest  man,  who 
hariog  tniDsported  himself  and  family  thither,  and 
finding  all  thbgs  directly  contrary  to  his  hope,  had 
the  luck  to  convey  a  private  note  by  a  faithful  hand  to 
tiU  relation  here,  entreating  him  not  to  think  of  such 
a  Tciyage,  and  to  discourage  all  his  friends  from  at- 
tnnpring  it.     Yet  this  although  it  be  a  truth  well 
knnvn,  has  produced  very  little  effect :   which  is  no 
manner  of  wonder ;  for  as  it  is  natural  to  a  man  in  a 
fner  to  turn  often,  although  without  any  hope  of  ease ; 
<v  when  he  is  pursued,  to  leap  down  a  precipice,  to 
tvoid  an  enemy  just  at  his  back ;  so  men  in  the  ez- 
l^anest  degree  of  misery  and  want  will  naturally  fly 
tu  die  fint  sppeaiance  of  relief,  let  it  be  ever  so  vain  or 
«i«iuoary. 

Vou  may  observe  that  I  have  very  superficially 
^ched  the  subject  I  began  with,  and  with  tne  utmost 
uurion ;  for  I  know  how  criminal  the  least  complaint 
^  been  thought,  however  seasonable  or  just  or  honestly 
<t>t«nded,  which  has  forced  me  to  ofier  up  my  daily 
pnyen,  that  it  may  never,  at  least  in  my  time,  be  in- 
'•rpnttd  by  inueudoes  as  a  false,  scandalous,  seditious, 
ud  disaffected  action,  for  a  man  to  roar  under  an  acute 
b*  "f  the  gout ;  which,  beside  the  loss  and  the  danger, 
vooid  be  very  iuconvenient  to  one  of  my  age,  so  se- 
\mij  afflictni  with  that  distemper. 

I  viih  you  good  success,  but  I  can  promise  you 
I'ttle,  in  an  ungrateful  office  you  have  taken  up  with- 
(Hit  the  least  view  either  to  reputation  or  profit.  Per- 
'upB  your  comfort  is,  that  none  out  villains  and  betrayers 
^4  their  country  can  be  your  enemies.  Upon  which 
1  have  Utile  to  say,  having  not  the  honour  to  be  ac- 
<)'»iuted  with  many  of  that  sort;  and  therefore,  as  you 
Bay  eB»iIy  believe,  am  compelled  to  lead  a  very  re- 
"Tpd  life, 
1  fern,  Sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

A.  North. 

*  WHi,  hairinc  loai  hu  tail,  would  have  pemimded  the  rert 
t'r.toffthrin. 
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PREFACE    TO   SIR    WILLIAM    TEMPLE'S 

WORKS. 

The  coUection'of  the  following  letters  is  owing  to  the 
diligence  of  Mr.  Thomas  Downton,  who  was  one  of  the 
secretaries  during  the  whole  time  wherein  they  bear 
date ;  and  it  has  succeeded  very  fortunately  for  the 
public,  that  there  is  contained  in  tiiem  an  account  of 
all  the  chief  transactions  and  negotiations  which  passed 
in  Christendom  during  the  seven  years  wherein  they 
are  dated ;  as  the  war  from  Holland  which  began  in 
I66d ;  the  treaty  between  his  majesty  and  the  bishop 
of  Munster,  with  the  issue  of  it ;  die  French  invasion 
of  Flanders  in  the  year  1667;  the  peace  concluded 
between  Spain  and  Portugal  by  the  kmg*s  mediation  ; 
the  treaty  at  Breda ;  the  triple  alliance ;  die  peace  at 
Aix-la-Chapelle,  in  the  first  part ;  and  in  the  second 
part  the  negotiations  in  Holland  in  consequence  of 
those  alliances,  with  the  steps  and  degrees  by  whicli 
they  came  to  decay ;  the  journey  and  death  of  madam ; 
the  seizure  of  Lorrain  and  his  excellency's  recalling ; 
with  the  first  unkindness  between  England  and  Hol- 
land, upon  the  yachts  transporting  his  lady  and. 
family ;  and  the  beginning  of  tne  second  Dutch  war 
in  1672.  With  these  are  intermixed  several  letters, 
familiar  and  pleasant 

I  found  the  book  among  sir  William  Temple's 
papers,  with  many  others,  wherewith  I  had  the  oppor- 
tunity of  being  long  convenant,  having  passed  leveral 
years  in  his  family. 

I  pretend  no  other  part  than  the  care  that  Mr. 
Downton 's  book  should  be  correctly  transcribed,  and 
the  letten  placed  in  the  order  they  were  writ  I  have 
also  made  some  literal  amendments,  especially  in  the 
Latin,  French,  and  Spanish ;  these  I  took  care  should 
be  translated  and  printed  in  another  column,  for  the 
use  of  such  readers  as  may  be  unacquainted  with  the 
originals.  Whatever  fault  there  may  be  in  the  trans- 
lation, I  doubt  I  must  answer  for  die  greater  nart,  and 
must  leave  the  rest  to  those  friends  who  were  pleased  to 
assist  me.  I  speak  oidy  of  the  French  and  Latin  ;  for 
the  few  Spanish  translations  I  believe  need  no  apology. 

It  is  generally  believed  that  this  author  has  advanced 
our  English  tongue  to  as  great  a  perfection  as  it  can 
well  bear ;  and  yet  how  great  a  master  he  was  of  it,  as 
I  think,  never  appeared  so  much  as  it  will  in  the 
following  letters,  wherein  the  style  appears  so  very 
difierent,  according  to  the  difference  of  the  persons  to 
whom  they  were  addressed ;  either  men  of  business  or 
idle,  of  pleasure  or  serious,  of  great  or  of  less  parts  or 
abilities,  in  their  several  stations  ;  so  that  one  may  dis- 
cover tbe  characters  of  most  of  those  persons  he  writes 
to,  from  the  style  of  his  letters. 

At  the  end  of  each  volume,  is  added  a  collection, 
copied  by  die  same  hand,  of  several  letters  to  this 
ambassador,  from  the  chief  persons  employed,  either  at 
home  or  abroad,  in  these  transactions,  and  during  six 
years'  course  of  his  negociations ;   among  whicn  aie 

■  '*  Neither  this  dedication,  nor  tendemniB  for  the  man  whom 
onre  he  had  loaded  with  conlidenoe  and  fondneia,  revived  in  Icing 
William  the  remembrance  of  his  promise.  Swift  awhile  ut- 
tended  the  court.  I>ttt  soon  found  his  nlidlations  bopeleas.** — 

JOIIKSOK. 
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many  from  the  pensionary  John  de  Wttt,  and  all  the 
writings  of  this  kind  tliat  I  know  of,  which  remain  of 
that  minister,  so  renowned  in  his  time. 

It  has  been  justly  complained  of  as  a  defect  among 
us,  that  the  English  tongue  has  produced  no  letters  of 
any  value ;  to  supply  which  it  has  been  the  vein  of  late 
years,  to  translate  several  out  of  other  languages,  though 
I  think  with  little  success ;  yet  among  many  advan- 
tages, which  might  recommend  this  sort  of  wrking,  it 
is  certain  that  nothing  is  so  capable  of  giving  a  true 
account  of  stories^  as  letters  are ;.  which  describe  actions 
while  they  are  breathing,  whereas  all  other  relations  are 
of  actions  past  and  dead ;  so  as  it  has  been  observed, 
that  the  epistles  of  Cicero  to  Atticus  give  a  better 
account  of  those  times,  than  is  to  be  found  in  any 
other  writer. 

In  the  following  letters  the  reader  will  everywhere 
discover  the  force  and  spirit  of  this  author ;  but  that 
which  will  most  value  them  to  the  public,  both  at  home 
and  abroad,  is,  first,  that  the  matters  contained  in  them 
were  the  ground  and  foundation,  whereon  all  the  wars 
and  invasions,  as  well  as  all  the  negotiations  and 
treaties  of  peace  in  Christendom,  have  since  been  raiserl. 
And  next,  that  they  are  written  by  a  person  who  had  so 
great  a  share  in  all  those  transactions  and  negotiations. 

By  residing  in  his  family  1  know  the  author  has  had 
frequent  instances  from  several  great  persons,  both  at 
home  and  abroad,  to  publish  some  memoirs  of  those 
affairs  and  transactions,  which  are  the  subject  of  the 
following  papers;  and  particularly  of  the  treaties  of 
the  triple  idliance,  and  those  of  Aix-la-Chapelle ;  but 
his  usual  answer  w«s,  that  whatever  memoirs  he  had 
written  of  those  times  and  negotiations  were  burnt; 
.however,  that  perhaps  after  his  death  some  papers 
might  come  out,  wherein  there  would  be  some  account 
of  them.  By  which,  as  he  oAen  told  me,  he  meant 
these  letters. 

I  had  begun  to  fit  them  for  the  press  during  the 
author's  life,  but  never  could  prevail  for  leave  to 
publish  them ;  though  he  was  pleased  to  be  at  the 
pains  of  reviewing,  and  to  give  me  his  directions  for 
digesting  them  in  order.  It  has  since  pleased  God  to 
take  this  great  and  good  person  to  himself;  and  he 
having  done  me  the  honciur  to  leave  and  recommend 
to  me  the  care  of  his  writings,  I  thought  I  could  not  at 
present  do  a  greater  service  to  my  country,  or  to  the 
author*8  memory,  than  by  making  these  papers  public. 

By  way  of  introduction,  I  need  only  take  notice,  that 
after  the  peace  of  the  Pyrenees,  and  his  majesty's 
happy  restoration  in  1660,  there  was  a  general  peace  in 
Christendom,  (except  only  the  remainder  of  a  war  be- 
tween Spain  and  Portugal,)  until  the  year  1665 ;  when 
that  between  England  and  Holland  began,  which  pro* 
duced  a  treaty  between  his  majesty  and  the  bishop  of 
Munster.     And  this  commences  the  following  letters. 
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The  two  following  essays,  "  Of  Popular  Discontents,*' 
and  "  Of  Health  and  Long  Life,"  were  written  many 
years  before  the  author's  death.  They  were  revised 
and  corrected  by  himself;  and  were  designed  to  have 
been  part  of  a  third  miscellanea,  to  which  some  others 
were  to  have  been  added,  if  the  latter  part  of  his  life 
had  been  attended  with  any  sufficient  degree  of  health. 

For  the  third  paper,  relating  to  the  controversy  about 
'^  Ancient  and  Modem  Learning,'*  I  cannot  well  in- 
form the  reader  upon  what  occasion  it  was  writ,  having 
been  at  that  time  in  another  kingdom  ;  but  it  apjiears 
never  to  have  been  finished  by  the  author. 

The  two  next  pai^ers  contain  the  heads  of  two  essays 
intended  to  have  l>eeu  written  upon  the  **  Different 


Conditions  of  Life  and  Fortune,**  and  upon  "Con- 
versation." I  have  directed  they  should  be  printed 
among  the  rest,  because  I  believe  there  are  fev  vbo 
will  not  be  content  to  see  even  the  fint  draught  of  snj- 
thing  from  the  author's  hand. 

At  the  end  I  have  added  a  fbw  tr&nslatioDi  f^ 
Virgil,  Horace,  and  Tibullus,or  rather  imitations,  dnne 
by  die  auAior  above  thirty  years  ago ;  whereof  th«  fim 
was  p^kited  among  other  ecli^ues  of  Virgil,  in  (he  y«ai 
167^,  but  without  any  mention  of  the  author,  ihq 
were  indeed  not  intended  to  have  been  made  pniblic, 
till  \  was  informed  of  several  copies  thai  vne  get 
abcoad,  aixd  those  very  imperfect  and  corrupt.  Tberr- 
fbre  the  readec  finds  them  here,  only  to  prerent  him 
ftom.  9nditig  them  io  other  places  very  faoItT,  and 
perhaps  aeeompanied  with  many  spurious  additions. 

Jonathan  Swift. 
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Tv9  folV>ving  papers  are  the  last  of  this,  or  indeed  pf 
any  kind,  about  which  the  author  ever  gave  tae  Kii 
pa^icular  commands.  They  were  corrected  by  himself. 
and,  fairly  transcribed  in  his  lifetime.  I  hsTe  in  ail 
things  followed  his  directions  as  strictly  as  I  could ; 
but  accidei^ts  unforeseen  having  since  intervened.  1  bre 
thought  convenient  to  lessen  the  bulk  of  thi§  volume. 
To  w.hjcK  end,  I  have  omitted  several  letters  addressed 
to  persons  with  whom  this  authox  corr«ponded  without 
any  particular  confidence,  further  than  upon  account  of 
then:  posts :  because  great  numbers  of  such  letters,  {tn- 
eurcd  out  of  the  o0ce,  or  by  odier  means,  (how  juaHS- 
ablc  I  shall  not  examine,)  have  been  ahondy  printed: 
but,  runping  wholly  upon  long  djry  subjects  of  biuinf», 
have  met  90  other  reception  than  merely  what  ^ 
reputation  of  the  author  would  give  tliem.  If  I  coaM 
have  foreseen  ap  end  of  this  trade,  I  should,  upou  some 
consideratioiis,  have  longer  forborne  sendiQg  these  intp 
the  world.  But  I  daily  h^ar,  that  new  discoveries  of 
original  letters  are  hasting  to  the  press :  to  stop  thf 
current  of  which,  I  am  forced  to  an  earlier  publicstioc 
than  I  designed.  And  therefore  I  take  this  occasiio 
to  inform  the  reader,  that  these  letters,  ending  with  the 
author's  revocation  from  his  employments  abroid, 
(which  in  less  than  two  years  was  followed  by  hii 
retirement  f^m  all  public  business,)  are  the  W  br 
ever  intended  for  the  press  ;  having  been  lelet^ted  by 
himself  (com  g^eat  numbers  yet  lying  among  his  papers- 
If  I  could  have  been  prevailed  with  by  the  rhetoric 
of  bookseller  or  any  other  little  regards,  I  va^ 
easily,  instead  of  retrenching,  have  made  very  consider- 
able additbns:  and  by  that  means  have  perhaps  Uke^ 
the  surest  course  to  prevent  the  kiterlopnig  of  otben. 
But,  if  the  presa  must  needs  be  loaded,  I  would  ratba 
it  should  nol  be  by  my  means.  And  therefore  I  nuT 
hope  to  be  ^Jlowed  one  word  in  the  style  of  a  piibli^i 
(an  o6Sce  liable  to  much  censure  without  the  lea^ 
pretensions  to  merit  or  to  praise,)  that  if  I  have  not  bera 
much  deceived  in  others  and  myself,  the  reader  will 
hardly  fiojl  oi^e  letter  in  this  collection  unwurthy  of  tU 
author,  or  which  does  not  contain  something  either  0' 
eiitertajnment  or  of  use. 

PREFACE    TO    THE    THIRD   PART  OF  SIR 
WILLIAM  TEMPLE'S  MEMOIRS  ,•• 

FROM    TH$  PEAC2  CONCLUDKD    1679   TO   THB  TIME  Of 
THE  author's  retirement  PROM  PUBLIC  BUSlNKSi- 
[r»8T  PVBLISBKO  IK  1709.] 

Et  ille  quidem  plenus  annis  obilt,  pleniu  honoriboi.  tDb 
etiam  qiios  recnsavU.— Fliv.  £pi«t.  U.  1. 
It   was  perfectly  in  compliance  to  some  penosis  for 

■  It  appeon  that  thcmgh  air  William  Temple  bad  kft  "^ 
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whole  opinion  I  have  great  deference,  thai  1  to  long 

V  ithheld  the  publication  of  the  following  papen.     They 

mnttd  to  thmk  that  the  freedom  of  eome  paMBgee  in 

Hmm  memoin  mig^t  give  offence  to  eeveral  who  were 

ftiilalifc;  end  whoee  pari,  in  ^oae  afiain  which  are 

hoe  nlated,  eould  not  he  tranemitted  to  poeterity  with 

aaj  adreutage  to  their  reputation.     Bot  whether  ^ie 

objection  be  iu  ilMlf  of  much  weight,  may  perhape  be 

duputed;  at  least  it  ehould  have  little  witn  me,  who 

am  ander  no  restraint  in  that  paiticolar ;  sinoe  I  am  not 

of  an  age  to  lemember  thoee  tnuisactione,  nor  had  any 

acquaintaooe  with  thoae  penons  whoee  oouneele  or  pro- 

cevdingi  are  condemned,  and  who  are  all  of  them  now 

dad. 

But,  aa  thi«  author  is  very  five  in  expoeing  the  weak- 
Mil  and  eomiptione  of  ill  miiiisten,  so  he  is  as  ready 
to  oommeiid  the  abilities  and  virtue  of  othen,  as  may 
be  ofaaored  ftom  several  paasaiges  of  these  memoirs; 
particntariy  of  the  late  earl  of  Sunderland,  with  whom 
the  author  eootinued  in  the  most  intimate  friendship  to 
hia  death;  and  who  wis  &therof  that  most  learned 
and  excellent  lord,  now  secretary  of  state :  as  likewise, 
of  the  peaent  earl  of  Rochester ;  and  the  earl  of 
GddoJpbo,  now  lord  treasurer,  represented  by  this 
impartial  author  as  a  person  at  that  time  deservedly 
#ntnuted  ividi  so  great  a  part  in  the  prime  ministry ; 
in  office  he  now  executes  again  with  such  universal 
applaute,  to  much  to  the  queen's  honour  and  his  own, 
and  to  the  advantage  of  his  country,  as  well  as  of  the 
whtje  couftdetacy. 

There  are  two  objections  I  have  sometimes  heard  to 
luve  been  offered  against  those  memoirs  that  were 
printed  in  the  author's  lifetime,  and  which  these  now 
publiihed  may  perhaps  be  eaually  liable  to.  First,  as 
U)  the  matter ;  that  the  author  speaks  too  much  of 
ki&nelf :  next,  as  to  the  style ;  that  he  affects  the  use  of 
Frnich  words,  as  well  as  some  turns  of  expression 
pKuliar  to  that  language. 

I  believe,  those  who  make  the  former  criticism  do 
not  «eU  consider  the  nature  of  memoirs  :  it  is  to  the 
Fm:ch  (if  I  mistake  not^  we  chiefly  owe  that  manner 
o(  wnting;  and  sir  William  Temple  is  not  only  the 
6nl,  bot  I  think  the  only  Englishman  (at  least  of  any 
OMue^oence),  who  ever  attempted  it  The  best  French 
iwmoira  are  writ  by  such  persons  as  ware  the  principal 
acton  iu  those  transactions  they  pretend  to  relate, 
vbether  of  wars  or  negotiations.  Those  of  sir  William 
T^Ie  are  of  the  same  nature ;  and  therefore,  in  my 
jud^ent,  the  publidiei*  (who  sent  them  into  the 
vnrld  widiout  me  authora  privity)  gave  them  a  wrong 
title  when  be  called  them  "  Memoirs  of  what  passed  in 
Chriitcndom,**  ftc,  whereas  it  should  rather  have  been 
''  X<^noirs  of  the  Treaty  at  Nimeguen,"  which  was 
plainly  the  sense  of  the  author,  who  in  the  epistle  tells 
bit  aon,  that  *'  in  compliance  with  his  desire,  he  will 
\vacn  him  some  memoirs  of  what  passed  in  his  public 
^<npk)xmcnts  abroad  ;**  and  in  the  book  itself,  when  he 
<lmuccs  an  account  of  die  state  of  war  in  Christendom, 
^  ttyt,  it  is  only  to  prepare  the  reader  fiir  a  relation 
^that  famous  treaty ;  where  he  and  sir  Lionel  Jenkins 
v«i«  dttonly  mediators  that  continued  any  considerable 
Un» ;  gnd  ^  xhe  author  was  first  in  commisaion,  so  in 
r"int  of  abilities  or  credit,  either  abroad  or  at  home, 
''lere  was  no  tort  of  comparison  between  the  two  per- 
"o*.  Those  memoirs,  therefore,  are  properly  a  relation 
*^ag«nefal  treaty  of  peace,  wherein  tne  author  had 
<**«  principal  as  well  as  the  most  honourable  part  in 
quality  of  mediator ;  so  that  the  frequent  mention  of 

»l^  «1  eovniand*  with  Swift  mpecttOK  the  third  part  of  hia 
"^'^^nw.  he  art cithrlna  intended  them  fcr  pabl Ication.  Owing 
V)  MMP  Mtkieii  alinrtona,  lir  Wllliam'a  frienda  wi»hed  to 
•>p|Tr«4ihrai,  KoA  Swift,  by  their  publication,  incurred  their 

'Muiae  dwpleatitfe.  in  particular  of  nr  William's  sister.  Indy 

•«i'T«ini. 

*  rh<7  vrve  ftni  polished  in  16B9.  by  K.  Chiswell. 


himself  seems  not  only  excusable  but  necessary.  The 
same  may  be  offered  in  defence  of  the  following  papers ; 
because,  during  the  greatest  part  of  the  period  they 
treat  of,  the  author  was  in  chief  confidence  with  the 
king  hia  master.  To  which  may  be  added,  that,  iu 
the  few  preliminary  lines  at  the  head  of  the  first  page, 
the  author  professes  he  writ  those  papers  "  for  the  satis- 
ftction  of  his  friends  hereafter,  upon  die  grounds  of  hit 
retirement,  and  his  resolution  never  to  meddle  again 
with  public  affairs/'  As  to  the  objection  against  the 
style  of  the  former  Memoirs,  that  it  abounds  in  French 
words  and  turns  of  expression ;  it  is  to  be  considered 
that  at  the  treaty  of  Nimeguen,  all  business,  either  by 
writing  or  diseotirse,  passed  in  the  French  tongue ;  and 
the  author  having  lived  so  many  years  abroad,  in  that 
and  foreign  embassies,  where  all  business,  as  well  as 
conversation,  ran  in  that  language,  it  was  hardly  pos- 
sible for  him  to  write  upon  public  affaira  without  some 
tincture  of  it  in  his  style  though  in  his  other  writings 
there  be  little  or  nothing  of  it  to  be  observed ;  and  as 
he  has  often  assured  me,  it  was  a  thing  he  never 
affected ;  so,  upon  the  objections  made  to  his  former 
Memoirs,  he  blotted  out  some  French  words  iu  these, 
and  placed  Snglish  in  their  stead,  though  perhaps  not 
so  significant 

There  it  one  thing  proper  to  inform  the  reader,  why 
these  Memoirs  are  called  the  Third  Part,  there  having 
never  been  published  but  one  part  before,  where,  in  die 
begitming,  the  author  mentions  a  former  part,  and  in 
the  conclusion  promises  a  third.  The  subject  of  the 
first  part  was  chiefly  the  triple  alliance,  during  the  ne- 
gotiation of  which  my  lord  Arlington  was  secretary  of 
state  and  chief  minister.  Sir  William  Temple  often 
assured  me  be  had  burnt  those  Memoirs ;  and  for  that 
reason  was  content  his  letters  during  his  embassies  at 
the  Hague  and  Aix  la-Chapelle,  should  be  printed  after 
his  death,  in  some  manner  to  supply  that  loss. 

What  it  was  that  moved  sir  William  Temple  to 
bum  those  first  Memoirs,  may  perhaps  be  cmijectured 
fh>m  some  passages  in  the  second  part,  formerly 
printed.  In  one  place,  the  author  has  these  words: 
'*  My  lord  Arlington,  who  made  so  great  a  figure  in 
the  former  part  of  these  Memoirs,  was  now  grown  out 
of  all  credit,''  &c  In  other  narts  he  tells  us,  **  That 
lord  was  of  the  ministry  whicn  broke  the  triple  league ; 
advised  the  Dutch  war  and  French  alliance;  and,  in 
short,  was  the  bottom  of  all  those  ruinous  measures 
which  the  court  of  England  was  then  taking ;''  so  that, 
as  I  have  been  told  from  a  good  hand,  and  as  it  seems 
very  probable,  he  could  not  think  that  lord  a  person 
fit  to  be  celebmted  for  his  part  in  forwarding  that 
famous  league  while  he  was  secretary  of  state,  who  had 
made  such  counterpaces  to  destroy  it.  At  the  end  I 
have  subjoined  an  Appendix,  containing,  besides  one 
or  two  omer  particulars,  a  Speech  of  rir  William  Tem- 
ple's in  the  house  of  commons ;  and  an  Answer  of  the 
king's  to  an  Address  of  that  House,  relating  to  the  Bill 
of  Exclusion ;  both  which  are  mentioned  in  these  Me- 


moirs. 


I  have  only  farther  to  inform  the  reader,  that,  although 
these  papers  were  corrected  by  the  author,  yet  he  had 
once  intended  to  insert  some  additions  in  several  places, 
as  appeared  by  certain  hints  or  memorandums  in  the 
maigm ;  but  whether  they  were  omitted  out  of  forget- 
fulness,  neglect,  or  want  of  health,  I  cannot  determine ; 
one  passage  relating  to  sir  W  illiam  Jones  he  was  pleased 
to  tetlme,  and  I  have  addeil  it  in  the  Appendix.*  The 
rest  I  know  nothing  of;  but  the  thread  of  the  story  is 
entire  without  them. 

*  Sir  William  Jones  was  reputed  one  of  the  best  spraken  in 
tlie  hout-e.  and  was  very  saaloua  in  his  endeavours  for  pn>* 
motinK  the  bill  of  eaelnelon  (it^  l6Tt.) 
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A  MEDITATION  UPON  A  BROOM- 
STICK. 

ACCORDING  TO  THE  STVLE  AND  MANNER  OF  THE  HO> 
NOURAOLE  ROBERT  BOYLE's  MEDITATIONS. 


"  In  the  yearly  TUita  which  Swift  made  to  London,  during 
his  stay  there  he  puaed  mucli  of  his  time  at  Lord  Berkeley's, 
officiating  us  chaplain  to  the  flunlly,  and  attending  her  ladyship 
in  her  privnte  devotions;  after  whidi  the  doctor,  by  her  dadre. 
uaed  to  read  to  her  some  moral  or  religious  diaeoune.  The 
Countess  had  at  this  time  taken  a  great  liking  to  Mr.  Bo>le's 
Meditations,  and  was  determined  to  go  thnmgh  them  in  that 
manni>r;  but  as  Swift  had  by  no  mi*ans  the  same  relish  for  Uiat 
kind  cf  writing  which  her  ladyriiip  had,  he  soon  grew  weary  of 
the  task ;  and  a  whim  ooming  into  his  head,  resolved  to  get  rid 
of  it  in  a  way  which  might  occasion  some  sport  in  the  family ; 
for  which  they  had  as  high  a  relish  as  himself.  The  next  time 
he  was  employed  in  reading  one  of  these  Meditations,  he  took 
an  opportunity  of  conveying  away  the  book,  and  dexterously 
inserted  a  leal,  on  which  he  tiad  written  his  own  Meditation  on 
a  Broomstick ;  after  which  he  took  care  to  have  the  buok  re- 
stored to  its  proper  place,  and  in  his  next  attondmice  on  my 
lady,  when  he  was  dt^red  to  proceed  to  the  next  Meditation, 
Swift  onened  npon  the  place  where  the  leaf  had  been  inserted, 
and  witn  great  composure  read  the  title,  '  A  M«Hlitalion  on  a 
Broomstick.'  Lady  Berkeley,  a  little  surprised  at  the  oddity 
of  the  title,  stopped  him.  n*|teatlng  th<*  words,  *  A  Meditation 
on  a  Broomstick  I  What  a  strange  subject  I  Bnt  there  is  no 
knowing  what  useful  lessons  o(  instruction  this  wonderful  man 
muydraw  from  things  apiMurently  tlie  most  trivial.  Pray  let  us 
liear  what  he  says  upon  it.'  Swift  thim,  with  an  inflexible 
gravity  of  countenance,  proceeded  to  read  the  Meditation,  in  the 
same  solemn  tone  which  he  had  nsed  in  delivering  the  former. 
Lady  Berkeley,  not  at  all  suspecting  a  trick,  in  the  fulness  of 
her  prepossession,  was  every  now  and  then,  during  the  reading 
of  it.  expressing  her  admiration  of  this  extraordinary  man,  who 
oonld  draw  such  flne  moral  reflectiona  fh>m  so  contemptible  a 
subject:  with  which,  though  Swift  must  have  been  inwardly 
not  a  little  tickled,  yet  he  preserved  a  most  perfect  composure 
of  features,  so  that  she  had  not  the  least  room  to  suspect  any 
deceit.  Soon  after,  some  company  coming  in.  Swift  pretended 
business,  and  iftithdrew.  foreseeing  what  waa  to  follow.  Lady 
Berkeley,  full  of  th«  sub)ect,  aoon  entered  upon  the  praiaea  of 
those  heavpuly  Meditations  of  Mr.  Boyle.  '  But,'  said  she, 
the  doctor  has'lieen  just  reading  one  to  me.  which  has  surprised 
me  more  than  all  the  rest.*  One  of  the  company  asked  which 
of  thn  Meditations  she  meant  ?  She  answered  dlrectl)r.  in  tlie 
simplicity  of  her  heart,  '  I  mean,  that  excellent  Meditation  upon 
the  Broomstick.'  The  company  looked  at  each  otlicr  witli  some 
surprise,  and  conld  scarce  refrain  ftrom  laughing.  But  they  all 
agreed  that  they  had  never  heard  of  such  a  Meditation  before. 
'  Uoon  my  word,*  aaid  my  lady,  '  there  it  Is,  look  into  that 
book,  and  convince  yourselves.'  One  of  them  opened  the  book, 
and  found  it  there  indeed,  but  in  Swift's  handwriting;  upon 
which  a  general  bunt  of  laughter  eiurai^;  and  ray  lady,  wnen 
the  first  surprise  was  over,  enjoyed  the  joke  as  ranch  as  any  of 
them ;  saying,  *  What  a  vile  tnck  has  that  rogue  played  me ! 
But  it  is  his  way,  he  never  baulks  his  hitroour  in  anything.' 
The  alTair  ended  in  a  great  deal  of  harmless  mirth,  ana  Swift, 
vou  may  be  sure,  was  not  asked  to  proceed  any  further  into  the 
Meditations." 

This  single  stick,  which  you  now  behold  ingloriously 
lying  in  tlmt  neglected  comer,  I  once  knew  in  a 
flourislung  state  in  a  forest :  it  was  fidl  of  sap,  full  of 
leaves,  and  full  of  boughs :  but  now,  in  vain  does  the 
busy  art  of  man  pretend  to  vie  with  nature,  by  tying 
that  withered  bundle  of  twigs  to  its  sapless  trunk ;  it  is 
now,  at  best,  but  the  reverse  of  what  it  was,  a  tree 
turned  upside  down,  the  branches  on  the  earth,  and 
the  root  in  the  air ;  it  is  now  handled  by  every  dirty 
wench,  condemned  to  do  her  drudgery,  and,  by  a  ca- 
priciotis  kind  of  fate,  destined  to  make  other  things 
clean,  and  be  nasty  iteelf :  at  length,  worn  to  tlie  stumps 
in  the  service  of  the  maids,  it  is  either  tlirown  out  of 
doors,  or  condemned  to  the  last  use,  of  kindling  a  fire. 
When  I  beheld  this  I  sighed,  and  said  within  myseli^ 
^Urelff  man  W  a  BrOOmstUlt!  Nature  sent  him  into 
the  world  strong  and  lusty,  in  a  thriving  condition, 
wearing  his  own  hair  on  liis  head,  the  proper  branches 
of  this  reasoning  vegetable,  until  the  axe  of  intempe- 
rance has  lopiKHi  olf  his  green  bouglis,  and  left  him 
a  withered  trunk  :  he  then  tlies  to  art,  and  puts  on  a 

Eriwig,  valuing  himself  upon  an  unnatural  bundle  of 
irs  (all  covered  with  powder),  tliat  never  grew  on  his 


head ;  but  now,  shonlc'  thia  our  broomstick  preteud  lo 
enter  the  scene,  proud  of  those  birchen  spoils  it  uever 
bore,  and  all  covered  vrith  dust,  though  the  sweepiiigs 
of  the  finest  lady  s  chamber,  we  should  be  ant  to  ridi- 
cule and  despise  its  vanity.  Partial  judges  mat  we  srv 
of  our  own  excellences  and  other  men  s  defaults ! 

But  a  broomstick,  perhaps,  you  will  say,  is  sa  em- 
blem of  a  tree  standing  on  its  head ;  and  pray  what  it 
man,  but  a  topsyturvy  creature,  his  animal  &cu]ti<« 

Oietually  mounted  on  his  rational,  his  head  where  bii 
s  should  be,  grovelling  on  the  earth !  and  yet,  with 
all  his  faults,  he  sets  up  to  be  a  universal  Tefonner  and 
corrector  of  abuses,  a  remover  of  grievances,  rakea  into 
every  slut's  comer  of  nature,  bringing  hidden  corrup- 
tion to  the  light,  and  raises  a  mighty  dust  where  there 
was  none  before ;  sharing  deeply  all  the  while  in  the 
very  same  pollutions  he  pretends  to  sweep  away ;  hii 
last  days  are  spent  in  slavery  to  women,  and  geuenJly 
the  least  deserving ;  till,  worn  out  to  Uie  stnmpi,  like 
his  brother  besom,  he  is  either  kicked  out  of  doon,  or 
made  use  of  to  kindle  flames  for  others  to  warm  them- 
selves by. 


A  TRITICAL  ESSAY 

UPON  THE  FACULTIES  OF  THE  MIND. 


TO 


Sir, — Being  so  great  a  lover  of  antiquities,  it  was  reatoD' 
able  to  suppose,  yoti  would  be  very  much  obliged 
with  anything  that  was  new.  I  have  been  of  Ute 
offended  with  many  writers  of  essays  and  moral  dii- 
courses,  for  running  into  stale  topics  and  threadban 
quotations,  and  not  handling  their  subject  fully  aoi 
closely ;  all  which  errors  I  have  carefully  avoitied  in 
the  following  essay,  which  I  have  proposed  as  a  pattern 
for  young  writers  to  imitate.  The  thoughts  and  obwrv> 
ations  bemg  entirely  new,  the  quotations  untouched  by 
others,  the  subject  of  mighty  importance,  and  treated 
with  much  order  and  perspicuity,  it  lias  cost  nie  s 
great  deal  of  time;  and  1  desire  you  will  accept aird 
consider  it  as  the  utmost  effort  of  my  genius. 

A  TRmCAL  ESSAY.  &c. 

Philosophers  say,  that  man  is  a  microcosm,  or  little 
world,  resembling  in  mhiiature  every  part  of  the  great; 
and,  in  my  opinion,  the  body  natural  may  be  coinpared 
to  the  body  politic ;  and  if  wis  be  so,  how  can  the  Kpi- 
curean's  opinion  be  true,  that  the  universe  waa  fonred 
by  a  fortuitous  concourse  of  atoms :  which  I  will  no 
more  believe,  than  that  the  accidental  jumbliz^  of  the 
letters  of  the  alphabet,  could  fall  by  chance  into  a  mofi 
ingenious  and  IcBmed  treatise  of  philosophy.  Rttff* 
tefitati*  amid  f  This  false  opinion  must  needs  create 
many  more  :  it  is  like  an  error  in  the  first  coucoctic*u, 
which  cannot  be  corrected  in  the  second ;  the  founds- 
tion  is  weak,  and  whatever  superstructure  you  nix 
upon  it,  must,  of  necessity,  fall  to  the  ground.  Thui 
men  are  led  from  one  error  to  another,  until,  with  Ixifit. 
they  embrace  a  cloud  instead  of  Juno ;  or,  like  tbe<itY 
in  the  fable,  lose  the  substance  in  gaping  at  thesbados. 
For  such  opinions  cannot  cohere ;  but,  like  the  iron  ^id 
clay  in  the  toes  of  Nebuchadnezxar's  inuige,  u)u4 
separate  and  break  in  pieces.  I  have  read  in  a  oertaio 
author,  that  Alexander  wept  because  he  had  no  mon 
worlds  to  conquer :  which  he  needed  not  have  done^  if 
the  fortuiUms  coucouzse  of  atoms  could  create  one : 
but  this  is  an  opinion  fitter  for  that  many-headed 
beast,  the  vulgar,  to  entertain  than  for  so  wise  a  man 
as  Epicurus ;  the  corrupt  part  of  his  sect  only  borrowed 
his  name,  as  the  monkey  did  the  cat's  claw  to  draw  tlie 
chestnut  out  of  the  fire. 

However,  the  first  step  to  the  cure  is  to  know  tb^ 
disease ;  and  though  truth  may  be  difficult  to  flud, 
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lecvue,  M  the  philotopher  ohterves,  the  liyet  in  the 

bottom  of  a  veil,  yet  we  need  not,  like  blind  men, 

grope  io  cpen  dayligbt.    I  hope  I  may  be  allowed, 

imoof  »  nany  iii  more  learned  men,  to  offer  my  mite, 

lioce  1  ituder-by  may  lometimei,  perhape,  eee  more 

of  ffae  game  than  he  that  playa  it    But  I  ao  not  think 

a  pbilovpher  obliged  to  acooant  for  every  phenomenon 

in  nature,  or  drown  himaelf  with  Aristotle,  for  not 

being  able  to  aolve  the  ebbing  and  flowing  of  the  tide 

in  tlat  &tal  lentence  he  paaied  upon  himself,  Qma  U 

iM  oBpo,  fa  capita  wu.     Wherein  he  waa  at  once  the 

jiidfp  and  the  criminal,  the  accuaer  and  executioner. 

Socrattt,  on  the  other  hand,  who  aaid  he  knew  nothing, 

wu  priNioiinoed  by  the  orade  to  be  the  wiaeat  man  in 

tbe  vorld. 

Bat  to  return  firom  thia  digreaaion :  I  tiiink  it  aa 
rlear  ^^  any  demonatxatton  of  Euclid,  tiiat  nature  doea 
nothing  in  vain;  if  we  were  able  to  dive  into  her 
went  reeenei,  we  ahould  find  tfiat  the  amalleat  blade 
of  gnu,  or  moat  contemptible  weed,  has  ita  particular 
iw:  bat  die  ia  chiefly  admirable  in  her  minuteat  com- 
poiitionf ;  the  leaat  and  moat  contemptible  inaect  moat 
iliKorof  tbe  art  of  nature,  if  I  may  lo  call  it,  though 
utnrp,  which  delxghta  in  Tariety,  will  alwaya  triumph 
oiff  ait:  and  aa  the  poet  obaerrea, 

Natunm  ezpellas  toxci,  lieet,  oaque  raeurrel. 

Bat  the  varioua  opiniona  of  philoaophera  have  acat- 
tmd  duough  the  world  aa  many  nlaguea  of  the  mind 
ai  Pandora  a  box  did  thoae  of  the  body;  only  with 
thii  difference,  that  th^  have  not  left  hope  at  the 
biittoai.  And  if  truth  oe  not  fled  with  Aatrea,  die 
ii  certainly  as  hidden  aa  tbe  aource  of  Nile,  and  can 
be  found  only  in  Utopia.  Not  tiiat  I  would  reflect  on 
tboie  mm  lagea,  which  would  be  a  aort  of  ingratitude ; 
2ml  be  tliat  calla  a  man  ungrateful,  auma  up  all  tbe 
eril  that  a  man  can  be  guilty  of, 

Ingnlum  ai  diiMria,  omnia  diets. 

But,  what  I  blame  the  philoaophera  for  (though 
tsoie  may  think  it  a  paradox)  ia  chiefly  their  pride ; 
luthing  lem  than  an  iptt  dixit ^  and  you  muat  pin  your 
iaith  oo  their  aleere.  And  Uiough  Diogenes  lived  in 
a  tttk,  there  might  be  for  aught  I  know  aa  much  pride 
undff  hia  rags  aa  in  the  flne-apuu  garmenta  of  the 
dtrine  Plato.  It  ia  reported  of  thia  Diogenea,  that 
when  Alexander  c^kne  to  aee  him,  and  promised  to 
rive  him  whatever  he  would  aak,  the  cynic  only 
UKvcfcd,  <<  Take  n«)t  from  me  what  thou  canat  not 
ipTe  me,  but  atand  from  between  me  and  the  light  f' 
«bich  waa  almost  aa  extravagant  aa  the  philosopher 
that  Song  hia  money  into  the  aea,  with  thia  remarluble 
ayiiif( — ^ 

How  difl'ctent  waa  thia  man  from  the  usurer,  who, 

^ving  told  hia  aon  would  apend  all  he  had  got,  rnplied, 

*'  He  cannot  take  more  plcaauie  in  apending  than  I 

«^i<l  ia  getting  it.**     Thaae  men  could  aee  the  faulta  of 

**t^  other,  but  not  their  own ;  thoae  they  flung  into 

the  hag  bdtiind ;  mm  mdmnu  id  mantiom  mtod  in  ftrgo 

***»    I  may  perhaps  be  censured  for  my  nee  opinions 

>iT  those  carping  Momuaea  whom  autfaora  worahip,  aa 

tbe  Indiana  oo  me  devil,  for  fear.  They  will  endeavour 

'u  give  my  reputation  aa  many  wounda  aa  the  man  in 

the  almanack;  but  I  value  it  not;   and  perhapa,  like 

flic*,  they  nay  buaa  ao  often  about  the  candle,  till  they 

'ioni  their  winga.    They  muat  pardon  me  if  I  venture 

^  rive  them  thia  advice,  not  to  rail  at  what  they 

raMoot  undeiBtand ;    it  doea  but  discover  that  aelf- 

^<*neuting  passion  of  envy,  than  which  the  greateat 

tyrant  nercr  invented  a  more  cruel  torment : 

lavifdii  Sicali  ooa  inrvnere  Tyranni 
Totmealnm  majaa.^— 

I  most  be  so  bold  to  tell  my  critics  and  witlings,  that 
^f  can  no  mote  judge  of  thia  than  a  man  that  ia  bom 
Uiad  can  have  any  true  idea  of  ooloura.   I  have  alwaya 


obaerved  that  your  empty  veasela  aonnd  londeat:  I 
value  dieir  laahea  aa  little  aa  the  aea  did  thoae  of  Xerxea, 
when  he  whipped  it.  The  utmoat  &vour  a  man  can 
expect  from  mem  ia,  that  which  Polyphemua  promised 
Ulysses,  that  he  woiild  devour  him  the  last :  they  think 
to  subdue  a  writer,  aa  Caeaar  did  hia  enemy,  with  a 
f'em,  vidi,  viei.    I  confess  I  value  the  opinion  of  the 

judicious  few,  a  Rymer,  a  Dennia,  or  a  W k ;  but 

for  the  reat,  to  give  my  judgment  at  once,  I  think  the 
long  diapute  among  the  philoaophera  about  a  tMiOMaoai 
may  be  determined  in  the  affirmative^  that  it  is  to  be 
foimd  in  a  critic*a  head.  They  are  at  beat  but  the 
drones  of  the  learned  world,  who  devour  the  honey 
and  will  not  work  themaelvea :  and  a  writer  need  no 
more  regard  them  than  the  moon  doea  the  barking  of  a 
little  araaeless  cur.  For,  in  spite  of  their  terrible  roar- 
ing, you  may,  with  half  an  eye,  discover  the  ass  under 
the  lion^s  skin. 

But  to  return  to  our  discourse :  Demoathenea  being 
aaked  what  waa  the  flrat  part  of  an  orator,  replied 
action:  what  waa  the  aecond,  action:  what  waa  the 
third,  action  :  and  ao  on,  a<f  itiJinHum.  Thia  may  be 
true  in  oratory;  but  contemplation  in  other  thinga 
exceeds  action.  And,  therefore,  a  wise  man  ia  never 
less  alone  than  when  he  ia  alone :  Nunquam  fninu* 
tohUf  ouam  cum  tolaia. 

And  Archimedea,  the  famoua  mathematician,  waa 
ao  intent  upon  hia  problema  that  he  never  minded  the 
aoldiera  who  came  to  kill  him.  Therefore,  not  to  de- 
tract  from  the  just  praise  which  belongs  to  orators, 
they  ought  to  consider  that  nature,  which  gave  us  two 
eyes  to  see  and  two  ears  to  hear,  has  given  ua  but  one 
tongue  to  apeak ;  wherein,  however,  some  do  ao 
abound,  that  the  virtuoai  who  have  been  ao  long 
in  aearch  for  tbe  perpetual  motion,  may  infallibly  find 
it  there. 

Some  men  admire  republica,  becauae  oratora  flouriah 
there  moat,  and  are  the  greateat  enemiea  of  tjrranny ; 
but  my  opinion  ia,  that  one  tyrant  ia  better  than  a 
hundred.  Beaidea,  tbeae  orators  inflame  the  people, 
whose  anger  is  really  but  a  short  fit  of  madneaa. 

In  faror  breria  est 

After  which,  lawa  are  like  cobweba,  which  mav 
catch  amall  fliea,  but  let  waapa  and  hornets  break 
through.  But  in  oratory  the  greateat  art  ia  to  hide  art. 
ArtituI  edarearttm. 

But  this  muat  be  tbe  work  of  time,  we  muat  lay 
hold  on  all  opportunitiea,  and  let  alip  no  occaaion; 
elae  we  ahall  be  forced  to  weave  Penelope  a  web,  un- 
ravel in  tbe  night  what  we  apnu  in  the  day.  And 
therefore  I  have  obaerved,  that  Time  ia  painted  with  a 
lock  before,  and  bald  behind,  aignifying  therebv, 
that  we  muat  take  time  (aa  we  aay)  by  the  forelock, 
for  when  it  ia  once  past,  were  ia  no  recalling  it 

Tbe  mind  of  man  ia  at  first  (if  you  will  pardon  the 
expreaaion)  like  a  ttdmla  rasa,  or  like  wax,  which, 
while  it  ia  aoft,  ia  capable  of  any  imprvaaion,  till  time 
baa  hardened  it.  And  at  length  Death,  that  grim 
tyrant,  atopa  ua  in  the  midat  of  our  career.    The 

Sreateat  conquerora  have  at  laat  been  conquered  by 
eath,  which  aparea  none,  from  the  aceptre  to  tbe  spade  : 
Mort  cmnibuM  communis. 

All  rivers  go  to  the  sea,  but  none  return  from  it. 
Xerxes  wept  when  he  beheld  hia  army,  to  conaider  that 
in  less  than  a  hundred  veara  they  would  be  all  dead. 
Anacreon  waa  choked  with  a  grape-stoiie ;  and  violent 
joy  killa  aa  well  aa  violent  grief.  There  is  nothing  in 
thia  world  conatant,  but  inconatancy ;  yet  Plato  thought, 
that  if  Virtue  would  appear  to  tne  world  in  her  own 
native  dreaa,  all  men  would  be  enamoured  with  her. 
But  now,  aince  intereat  govema  the  world,  and  men 
neglect  tlie  golden  mean,  Jupiter  himself,  if  he  came 
to  the  earth,  would  be  despised,  unless  it  were,  as  he 
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did  to  Duiae,  in  a  golden  ibower:  for  men  now-a-days 
wonliip  the  rising  tun,  and  not  the  wtting : 

DoDco  erf  s  Mix  maltM  Bumeimblt  amksM. 
Thus  have  I,  in  obedience  to  your  commands.  Ten- 
tiired  to  expose  mys^  to  censure  in  this  critical  age. 
Whether  I  haye  ckine  right  to  my  subject  must  be  left 
to  the  judgment  of  my  learned  reader :  however,  I  can- 
not but  hope  that  my  attempting  of  it  may  be  encou- 
ragpmeut  for  some  able  pen  to  perform  it  with  more 
succi 
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"  I  BAVx  b(>eatix  houn  to-day  momt&g  writing  nineteen  pagei 
of  ft  letter  to  lord-tieaaurer,  about  forming  a  aoeiety.  or 
academy,  to  eorteet  and  flx  the  English  lancuaM.  It  vifl  not 
be  above  five  or  six  more.  I  will  send  It  him  to-murrow ; 
and  will  print  it,  if  he  deairei  xa».*'— Journal  tg  Stella,  Feb. 
21.  1711-18. 

''  I  flnishpd  the  rest  of  my  letter  to  lord-tmuuTer  to-day  and 
■ent  it  to  him."— /6trf.  Feb.  8fl. 

"  Lord'treasurer  has  lent  the  long  letter  I  writ  him  to  Prior ; 
and  I  can't  get  Prior  to  return  it.  I  want  to  have  it  printed ; 
and  to  make  up  this  academy  for  the  improvement  of  our 
laaguage/*^/M.  Match  11. 

'*  My  letter  to  the  lord-treMorer  alwut  the  Eni^idi  tongue  is 
now  printing ;  and  I  tuffer  my  name  to  be  put  at  the  end  of 
it.  which  I  never  did  before  m  my  life."— /Md.  BCay  10. 
1718.  ' 

"  Have  yon  wen  my  letter  to  the  kntUtraasurer  ?  There  aie 
two  answera  eorae  out  to  It  already,  though  it  ia  no  politta, 
but  a  harmlesi  propoial  about  the  improvement  of  the  Eog- 
li«h  tongue.  I  believe,  if  I  writ  an  emay  upon  a  straw  aome 
fool  would  answer  it."— /6id.  May  SI. 

"  You  never  told  m«  how  my  latter  to  loid-ti«aaur«r  passve  in 
Ireland."— /6irf.  July  I. 

"What  care  I.  wbether  my  letter  to  lord  treasurer  be  com- 
mended there  or  not  ?  Why  does  not  lomebody  amony^  yon 
answer  it,  as  thrae  or  four  haw  done  hers?"— /M.  July  IT. 


Loudon.  Feb.  88.  1711-18. 
My  Lord, — What  I  had  the  honour  of  mentioning  to 
your  lordship  some  time  ago  in  conversation,  was  not 
a  new  thought,  just  then  started  by  accident  or  occasion, 
but  the  result  of  long  reflection ;  and  I  have  been  con- 
firmed in  my  sentiments,  by  the  ophiioii  of  some  yery 
judicious  persons  with  whom  I  consulted.  They  all 
agreed,  that  nothing  would  be  of  greater  use  towards 
the  improvement  of  knowledge  and  politeness  than 
some  emectual  method  for  correcting,  enlarging,  and 
ascertaining  our  language ;  and  they  think  it  a  work 
very  possible  to  be  compassed  tmder  the  protection  of 
a  prince,  the  countenance  and  encouragement  of  a 
ministry,  and  the  care  of  proner  persons  chosen  for 
such  an  undertaken.^  I  was  glad  to  find  your  loxd- 
ship*s  answer  in  so  different  a  style  from  what  has  been 
commonly  made  use  of  on  the  like  occasions  for  some 
years  past.  That  all  such  thoughto  must  be  deferred  to 
a  time  of  peace  :  a  topic  which  some  have  carried  so 
for,  that  they  would  not  have  us  by  any  means  think 
of  preserving  our  civil  or  religious  constittition,  because 
we  are  engaged  in  a  war  abroad.  It  will  be  among 
the  distinguishing  marks  of  your  ministry,  my  lord, 
that  you  have  a  genius  above  all  such  regards,  and  that 
no  reasonable  proposal  for  the  honour,  3ie  advantage, 
or  the  ornament  of  your  country,  however  foreign  to 
your  more  immediate  office,  was  ever  neglected  by 
you.     I  confess  the  merit  of  this  candour  and  conde- 

•  "  Dr.  Svift  proposed  a  plan  of  this  natoiv  (the  forming  a 
society  to  fix  a  standanl  to  the  Rngliih  lunguaK**)  to  hia  friend, 
as  he  thoui(ht  him.  tlie  luid-trvasurer  Oxford,  but  witliont 
sneoiws."— Ch  sAts  a  VI BLO. 


acension  is  very  much  lasseoed,  because  vour  lordship 
hardly  leaves  us  room  to  offer  our  good  wishes  ^removing 
all  our  diiftcnlties,  and  supplying  our  wants  U^a  thui 
the  mutt  visionary  projeotor  oan  aditisl;  his  schemen 
And,  therefore,  my  lord,  the  desigD  or  tiiis  paper  is  att 
so  much  to  offer  you  ways  and  meuis,  as  to  €ompl&i& 
of  a  gricvanoe,  the  redressing  of  which  is  to  be  yout 
own  work,  as  much  as  that  of  paying  the  nation's  debt^ 
or  opening  a  trade  into  the  South-sea ;  and  though  asi 
of  suoh  immediate  benefit  as  either  of  these,  or  tny 
other  of  your  glorious  actions,  yet  perhaps,  in  future 
agesi  not  less  to  your  honour. 

My  lord,  I  do  here,  in  the  name  of  ail  the  ksnol 
andjiolite  persons  of  the  nation,  complain  to  )wr 
lorduip,  as  first  minister,  that  our  language  is  a- 
tremely  imperfect ;  that  its  daily  improvemeots  air  hj 
no  means  in  propoirtion  to  its  diaily  corruptions;  thu 
the  pN|tendm  to  pi^ish  and  refine  it  have  chiefly 
multiplied  abusea  aiiid  absurdities ;  and  that  io  auoy 
instances  it  ofiends  against  every  nut  of  grammar. 
But  lest  your  lordship  should  think  my  censure  teo 
severe,  I  shall  take  leave  to  be  more  partictilar. 

I  believe  your  lordship  will  agree  with  me  in  tW 
reaaon,  why  our  language  is  leas  refined  than  thaw  of 
Italy,  Spain,  or  France.  Tis  plain  that  the  Uim 
tongue,  in  its  purity,  was  never  iu  this  island,  towsrdi 
the  conquest  of  which  few  or  no  attempts  were  tatit 
till  the  time  of  Claudius ;  neither  was  that  Isngoa^ 
ever  so  vulgar  in  Britain  as  it  is  known  to  have  Utti 
iu  Gaul  and  Spain.  Further,  we  find  that  the  Romaa 
legions  here  were  at  length  all  recalled  to  help  their 
country  against  the  Goths,  and  other  barbarous  ii>- 
vaders.  Meantime  the  Britons,  left  to  shift  for  them- 
selves, and  daily  harassed  by  cruel  inroads  from  the 
Picts,  were  forced  to  call  in  the  Saxons  for  their  de- 
fence ;  who,  consequently,  reduced  the  greatest  port  of 
the  island  to  their  own  power,  drove  tht  Britons  into 
the  most  remote  and  mountainous  parts,  and  the  rest  of 
the  country,  in  customs,  religion,  and  languagr, 
became  wholly  Saxon.  This  I  teke  to  be  the  reasou 
why  there  an  more  Latin  words  *  remaining  in  the 
British  tongue,  than  in  the  old  Saxon,  which,  execptinc 
some  faw  variations  in  the  orthography,  is  the  same  is 
most  original  words  with  our  present  Rnglish,  as  vefi 
as  with  German  and  other  Nortbem  dialects. 

Edward  the  Confessor  having  lived  long  in  Frsoci^ 
appears  to  be  the  first  who  introduced  any  mixtoivof 
the  Fkvneh  tongue  with  the  Saxon  ;  the  court  aflcctiDg 
what  the  prince  was  fond  of,  and  others  tsJiiog  it  op 
for  a  fashion,  as  it  is  now  with  us.  WiUiam  the  Cm*- 
queror  proceeded  much  Airther ;  bringing  over  with  him 
vast  numbers  of  that  nation,  scattering  them  in  ereiy 
monastery,  giving  them  great  quantities  of  land,  di- 
rectiog  all  pleadings  to  be  in  that  language,  and  eo- 
deavouring  to  make  it  universal  in  the  kingdom.  This 
at  least  is  the  oninion  generally  received;  bat  your 
lordship  has  fully  convinced  me,  that  the  French 
tongue  made  yet  a  greater  progress  here  under  Harry  ]1.« 
who  had  large  territories  on  that  cootinetit  both  f^ 
his  father  and  hu  wife,  made  frequent  journeys  and  ex* 

Editions  thither,  and  was  always  attended  with  a  nun* 
r  of  his  countoymen,  retoiners  at  his  court.  For  some 
centuries  after  there  was  a  constant  intei  course  between 
France  and  England,  by  the  dominions  we  possessed 
there,  and  the  conquests  we  made ;  so  that  our  langusge, 
between  two  and  three  hundred  years  ago,  seems  to 
have  had  a  greater  mixture  with  French  disn  ai 
present,  many  words  having  been  afterward  rejected, 
and  some  since  the  time  of  Spenser,  although  we  have 
stiU  retained  not  a  few,  which  have  been  long  snti* 

•  "  As  for  our  Engliik  tongue ;  the  great  altemlion*  it  bai 
nnderi^on**  io  the  two  lait  ceiuuriet  are  prinripallv  o«iDjt  to 
tlut  v.i«t  stoclc  of  Jjolim  words  which  we  have  trans]daated  lolft 
our  own  soil.*  — >DsinxKr. 
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qoated  in  fmnoB.    I  eould  produce  MTeial  itiaUuicei 
of  both  kitdi)  if  it  were  of  any  ute  or  entectainment. 

To  exmine  into  the  leveral  ciroumttancet  by  which 

tb«  liojuige  of  a  ootintry  may  be  altered  would  force 

me  to  alter  mto  a  wide  field.     I  ■hall  only  obeerve, 

tbt  the  Latb,  die  French,  and  the  English,  aeem  to 

have  nndergooe  the  aaine  fortune.    Hie  flvet^  ftom  the 

dajf  of  Romalofl  to  thoee  of  Julius  Caear,  suffend 

pmietasl  changes;   and  by  what  we  meet  in  those 

Ambon  who  occasicmally  speak  on  that  subjeet,  as  well 

as  from  eertain  fragments  of  old  laws,  it  is  manifest 

that  the  latm  300  years  before  Tully,  was  as  unin- 

triligiUe  in  his  time  as  die  English  and  IVench  of  the 

<ajM  period  are  now ;  and  these  two  have  changed  as 

mueh  once  William  the   Conaueror  (which  is  but 

little  IcM  then  700  yean)  as  the  Uitin  appears  to  have 

done  in  the  like  term.      Whether  our  language  or  the 

Fmieb  will  dedioe  as  flut  as  the  Roman  did,  is  a 

question  that  would  perhaps  admit  more  debate  dian 

it  ii  vorth.    There  were  many  reasons  for  the  oor- 

ruptiooi  of  the  last ;  as,  the  change  of  their  government 

MatjniiBy,  which  ruined  the  study  of  eloquence, 

there  being  no  ftirtber  use  or  encouragement  for  popular 

onton;  dieir  giring  not  only  the  freedom  of  me  city, 

hot  esjiaaty  for  employments,  to  several  towns  in  Gaid, 

S?siii,  sad  Gemany,  and  other  distant  parti,  as  Ihr  as 

Am;  which  brought  a  great  number  of  foreign  pre- 

tndeii  into  Rome ;  the  slavish  disposition  of  the  senate 

and  people,  by  which  the  wit  and  eloquenoe  of  the  age 

vcre  wholly  turned  into  panegyric,  me  most  barren 

•falliabjects;  the  great  corruption  of  manners,  and 

introdnction  of  foreign  luxury,  with  foreign  terms  to 

npcesi  it,  with  several  others  that  might  ho  assigned ; 

not  to  mention  thoae  invasions  from  the  Goths  and 

Vaodab,  which  are  too  obvious  to  insist  on. 

The  Roman  language  arrived  at  great  perfection 
^f^  it  began  to  decay,  and  the  French  for  these  last 
bAy  years,  has  been  polishing  as  much  as  it  will  bear, 
aodappetn  bo  be  declining  by  the  natural  inconsistency 
of  that  people,  and  the  affectation  of  some  Ute  authors 
to  intioduceaiid  multiply  cant  words,  which  is  the  most 
^iMMi  comintion  in  any  language.  La  Bruyere,  a 
Ute  cdcbiated  writer  among  them,  makes  use  of  many 
Kv  tcraia,  which  are  not  to  be  found  in  any  of  the 
'ommon  dictionaries  before  his  time.  But  the  Rnglish 
t*«^  ii  not  arrived  to  such  a  degree  of  perfection  as 
(o  make  ui  apprehend  any  thoughts  of  its  decay ;  and 
if  It  were  once  refined  to  a  certain  standard,  perhaps 
*^  mii^  be  ways  found  out  to  fix  it  for  ever,  or  at 
^  till  we  are  invaded  and  made  a  conquest  by 
« vie  other  stale ;  and  even  then  our  best  writings  might 
pmhsbly  be  poreserved  with  care,  and  grow  into  esteem, 
«>d  the  authors  have  a  chance  for  immortality. 

Bat  without  such  great  revolutions  as  these  (to  which 
**  vr,  I  think,  less  subject  than  kingdoms  upon  the 
*^^*i^Mnt)  I  see  no  absolute  necessity  why  any  language 
*<»uM  be  perpetually  changing ;  for  we  find  many  ex- 
«npl««  to  the  contrary,  ftom  Homer  to  Plutarch  are 
iwfea  thousand  years;  so  long  at  least  the  purity 
"I  the  Greek  tongue  may  be  allowed  to  last,  and  we 
fc*w  not  how  far  before.  The  Grecians  spread  their 
''jtntiea  round  all  the  coast  of  Asia  Minor,  even  to  the 
owtbcm  parts  lying  towards  the  Euxine,  in  every  island 
r^the  .€gean  sea,  and  several  others  in  the  Mediterra- 
licsn  -,  where  the  language  was  preserved  entire  for  many 
*P»i  after  they  themselves  became  colonies  to  Rome, 
*«  till  they  were  overrun  by  the  barbarous  nations 
[ipoEi  the  &11  of  that  empire.  The  Chinese  have  books 
in  *bar  language  above  two  thousand  years  old,  neither 
1  ^'  ^  ^']!}"^^  conquests  of  the  Tartars  been  able  to 
wf*r  it  The  German,  Spanish,  and  Italian  have 
umitted  few  or  no  changes  for  some  ages  post  The 
other  languages  of  Europe  I  know  nothing  of;  neither 
«  Uierc  any  occaaion  to  consider  them. 


Having  taken  diia  compass,  I  return  to  dioee  con- 
sideratioiis  upon  our  own  language  which  I  would 
humbly  offer  your  lordship.  The  period  wherein  the 
English  tongue  received  most  improvement  I  take  to 
commence  with  die  beginning  of  queen  Elixabelh's 
reign,  and  to  conclude  widi  the  great  rebellion  in 
forty-two.  It  ii  true,  there  was  a  very  ill  taste  both  of 
style  and  wit,  which  previuled  under  king  James  I. ; 
but  that  seems  to  have  been  corrected  in  the  first  years 
of  his  successor,  who,  among  many  other  qualifications 
of  an  excellent  prince,  was  a  great  patron  of  learning. 
From  the  civil  war  to  this  present  time,  1  am  apt  to 
doiibt  whether  the  coeruptiona  in  our  language  have  not 
at  least  equalled  the  refinements  of  it ;  and  these  cor- 
ruptions  very  few  of  the  best  authors  in  our  age  have 
wholly  escaped.  During  the  usurpation,  ;iuch  an  infu- 
sion of  enthusiastic  jargon  prevailed  in  every  writing 
aa  was  not  shaken  off  in  many  years  after.  To  this 
succeeded  that  licentioiUDesa  which  entered  with  the 
Restoration,  and  from  infecting  our  religion  and  morals, 
fell  to  corrupt  our  language ;  which  last  vras  not  likely 
to  be  much  improved  by  those,  who  at  that  time  made 
up  the  court  of  king  Charles  II. ;  either  such  who  had 
followed  him  in  his  bani^ment,  or  who  had  been  alto- 
gether conversant  in  the  dialect  of  those  fanatic  times; 
or  young  men,  who  had  been  educated  in  the  same 
country:  so  that  the  court,  which  used  to  be  the 
standard  of  pronriety  and  correctness  of  speech,  ;^as 
then,  and,  I  think,  has  ever  since  continued,  the  worst 
school  in  England  for  that  accomplishment ;  and  so 
will  remain  till  better  can  be  taken  in  the  education 
of  our  young  nobility,  that  they  may  set  out  into  the 
world  with  some  foundation  of  literature,  in  order  to 
qualify  them  for  patterns  of  politeness.  The  consequence 
of  this  defect  upon  our  language  may  appear  from  the 
plays  and  other  compositions  written  for  entertainment 
within  fifty  years  past ;  filled  with  a  successiou  of 
affected  phrases,  and  new  conceited  words,  either  bor- 
rowed from  the  current  style  of  the  court,  or  from  those 
who,  under  the  character  of  mtn  of  wit  and  pleasure, 
pretended  to  give  the  law.  Many  of  these  refinements 
have  already  been  long  antiquated,  and  are  now  hardly 
intelligible ;  which  is  no  wonder,  when  thc^  were  the 
product  only  of  ignorance  and  caprice. 

I  have  never  known  this  great  town  without  one  or 
mom  dunces  of  figure,  who  had  credit  enough  to  give 
rise  to  some  new  word,  and  propagate  it  in  most  convena- 
tions,  diough  it  had  neither  iiumour  nor  significancy. 
If  it  struck  the  present  taste,  it  was  soon  tranafoned 
into  the  plays  and  current  scribbles  of  the  week,  and 
became  an  addition  to  our  language ;  while  the  men  of 
wit  and  learning,  instead  of  early  obviating  such  cor- 
ruptions, were  too  often  seduced  to  imitate  and  comply 
with  them. 

There  is  another  set  of  men  who  have  contributed 
very  much  to  the  spoiling  of  the  English  tongue ;  I 
mean  the  poeti  from  the  time  of  the  Restoration.  These 
gentlemen,  although  they  could  not  be  im«nsible  how 
much  our  languid  was  idready  overstocked  with  mono- 
syllables, yet,  to  save  time  and  pains,  introduced  that 
barbaroiu  custom  of  abbreviating  words  to  fit  them  to 
the  measure  of  tlieir  verses ;  and  this  they  have  fre- 
quently done  so  very  injudiciously,  as  to  form  such  harsh 
uubarmonious  sounds  that  none  but  a  northern  ear 
could  endure.  They  have  joined  the  most  obdurate  con* 
sonants  with  one  intervening  vowel,  only  to  shorten  a 
syllable ;  and  their  taste  in  time  became  so  depraved, 
that  wha^  was  at  first  a  poetical  license,  not  to  oe  jus- 
tified, they  made  their  choice,  alleging  that  the  words 
pronounced  at  length  sounded  faint  and  languid.  This 
was  a  pretence  to  take  up  the  same  custom  in  prose ;  so 
that  most  of  the  books  we  see  now-a-days  are  full  of 
those  manglings  and  abbreviations.  Instances  of  this 
abuse  are  innumerable :  what  does  your  lordship  tbiidL 
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of  the  words  dradg*d,  disturbed,  rebuk'd,  fledg'd,  and  a 
thousand  others  everywhere  to  be  met  with  in  prose  as 
well  as  verse  ?  where,  by  leaving  out  a  vowel  to  save  a 
syllable,  we  form  so  jarring  a  sound,  and  so  difficult  to 
utter,  tiiat  I  have  often  wondered  how  it  could  ever 
obtain. 

Another  cause  (and  perhaps  borrowed  from  the  former) 
which  has  contributed  not  a  little  to  the  maiming 
of  our  language,  is  a  foolish  opinion,  advanced  of  late 
years,  that  we  ought  to  spell  exactly  as  we  speak ; 
which,  beside  the  obvious  inconvenience  of  utterly 
destroying  our  etymology,  would  be  a  thing  we  should 
never  see  an  end  of.  Not  only  the  several  towns  and 
counties  of  England  have  a  different  way  of  pro- 
nouncing,  but  even  here  in  London  they  clip  their  words 
after  one  manner  about  the  court,  another  in  the  city, 
and  a  third  in  the  suburbs ;  and,  in  a  ftw  years,  it  is 
probable,  will  all  differ  from  themselves,  as  fancy  or 
fashion  shall  direct ;  all  which,  reduced  to  writing, 
would  entirely  confoimd  orthography.  Yet  many  people 
are  so  fond  of  this  conceit  that  it  is  sometimes  a  difficult 
matter  to  read  modern  books  and  pamphlets ;  where 
the  words  are  so  curtailed,  and  varied  from  their  ori« 
ginal  filing,  that  whoever  has  been  used  to  plain 
English  will  hardly  know  them  by  sight 

Several  young  men  at  the  universities,  terribly  pos- 
sessed with  the  fear  of  pedantry,  run  into  a  wone 
extreme,  and  think  all  pouteness  to  consist  in  reading 
the  daily  tnth  sent  down  to  them  from  hence ;  this  they 
call  knowing  the  world,  and  reading  men  and  manners. 
Thus  furnished,  they  come  up  to  town,  reckon  all  their 
eirors  for  accomplishments,  borrow  the  newest  set  ot 
phrases ;  and  if  they  take  a  pen  into  their  hands,  all  the 
odd  words  they  have  picked  up  in  a  coffeehouse,  or  a 
gaming  ordinary,  are  produced  as  flowers  of  style ;  and 
the  orthography  refinwi  to  the  utmost  To  this  we  owe 
those  monstrous  productions  which,  under  the  name  of 
Trips,  Spies,  Amusements,  and  other  conceited  appel- 
lations, have  overrun  us  for  some  years  past  To  this 
we  owe  that  strange  race  of  wits,  who  tell  us,  they  write 
to  the  humour  of  die  age.  And  I  wish  I  could  say,  these 
quaint  fopperies  were  wholly  absent  from  graver  subjects. 
In  short,  I  would  undertake  to  show  your  lordship 
several  pieces,  where  the  beauties  of  this  kind  are  so 
predominant  that,  with  aU  your  skill  in  languages, 
you  could  never  be  able  to  read  or  understand  them. 

But  I  am  very  much  mistaken  if  many  of  these  false 
refinements  among  us  do  not  arise  from  a  principle 
which  would  quite  destroy  their  credit,  if  it  were  well 
understood  and  considered.    For  I  am  afraid,  my  lord, 
that  with  all  the  real  good  qualities  of  our  country,  we 
are  naturally  not  very  polite.     This  perpetual  disposi- 
tion to  shorten  our  words  by  retrenchmg  the  vowels,  is 
nothing  else  but  a  tendency  to  lapse  into  the  barbarity 
of  those  northern  nations  fix>m  whom  we  are  descended, 
and  whose  languages  labour  all  under  the  same  defect 
For  it  is  worthy  our  observation,  that  the  Spaniards, 
the  French,  and  the  Italians,  although  derived  from  the 
tame  northern  ancestors  with  ourselves,  are  with  the 
utmost  difficulty  taught  to  pronounce  our  words,  which 
the  Swedes  and  Danes,  as  well  as  the  Germans  and  the 
Dutch,  attain  to  with  ease,  because  our  syllables  resem- 
ble theirs  in  the  roughness  and  frequency  of  consonants. 
Now,  as  we  struggle  with  an  ill  climate  to  improve  the 
nobler  kinds  of  fruits,  are  at  the  expense  of  wuls  to  re- 
ceive and  reverberate  the  faint  rays  of  the  sun,  and  fence 
against  the  northern  blast,  we  sometimes,  by  the  help 
of  a  good  soil,  equal  the  production  of  warmer  countries, 
who  have  no  need  to  be  at  so  much  cost  and  care.   It  is 
the  same  thing  with  respect  to  the  politer  arts  among 
us ;  and  the  same  defect  of  heat  which  gives  a  fierceness 
to  our  natures  may  contribute  to  that  roughness  of  our 
language,  which  bears  some  analogy  to  the  harsh  fruit 
of  colder  countries.    For  I  do  not  reckon  that  we  want 


a  genius  move  than  the  rest  of  our  neighbours :  hut  your 
lordship  will  be  of  my  opinion,  that  we  ought  to  stng- 
gle  with  these  natural  disadvantages  as  mudi  as  we  can. 
and  be  careful  whom  we  employ  whenever  we  denga  to 
correct  them,  which  is  a  work  that  has  hiAerto  been 
aMumod  by  the  least  qualified  hands.  So  that  if  tbe 
choice  had  been  left  to  me,  I  would  rather  havetroittd 
the  refinement  of  our  language,  as  far  as  it  relate*  to 
sound,  to  the  judgment  of  the  women,  than  of  illitetite 
court  fops,  half-witted  poets,  and  university  boy*.  For 
it  is  plam  that  women,  in  their  manner  of  eomipHi^ 
worda,  do  naturally  discard  the  consonants  as  we  do  tbe 
vowels.  What  I  am  going  to  teU  your  lordship  appesn 
very  trifling :  that  more  tlun  once,  where  some  of  both 
sexes  were  in  company,  I  have  persuaded  two  m  tbree 
of  each  to  take  a  pen,  and  write  down  a  number  of 
letters  joined  together,  just  as  it  came  into  their  hesdi; 
and  upon  reading  this  gibberish,  we  have  found  thai 
wbich  the  men  had  wrote,  by  the  frequent  encounteriDg 
pf  rough  consonants,  to  sound  like  High  Dutch:  and 
the  other,  by  the  women,  like  Italian,  abounding  iu 
vowels  and  liquids.  Now,  though  I  would  by  no  mens 
give  ladies  the  trouble  of  advising  us  in  tiie  reforaation 
of  our  language,  yet  I  cannot  help  thinking  fiist,  nace 
they  have  been  left  out  of  all  meetings,  except  parties 
at  play,  or  where  wone  designs  are  carried  on,  our  coq- 
versation  has  very  much  d^enerated. 

In  order  to  reform  our  language,  I  conceive,  my  lord, 
that  a  free  judicious  choice  should  be  made  of  luch 
persons  as  are  generally  allowed  to  be  best  qualified  fur 
such  a  work,  without  any  regard  to  quality,  party,  or 
profession.  These,  to  a  certain  number  at  least,  should 
assemble  at  some  appointed  time  and  place,  and  fix  ou 
rules  by  which  they  design  to  proceed.  What  melhotb 
they  will  take  is  not  for  me  to  prescribe.  Your  lord- 
ship, and  other  persons  in  great  employments,  migbt 
please  to  be  of  the  number :  and  I  am  afraid  such  a 
society  would  want  your  instruction  and  example, » 
much  as  your  protection ;  for  I  have,  not  without  a 
little  envy,  observed  of  late  the  style  of  some  great 
ministers  very  much  to  exceed  Uiat  of  any  other  pro- 
ductions. 

The  persons  who  are  to  undertake  this  work  will  bar« 
the  example  of  the  French  before  them,  to  imitate  where 
these  have  proceeded  right,  and  to  avoid  their  mistakes. 
Beside  the  grammar  part,  wherein  we  are  allowed  to  be 
very  defective,  Htnty  will  observe  many  gross  improprie 
ties,  which,  however  authorised  by  wactice,  and  grown 
familiar,  ought  to  be  discarded.  They  will  fiudmuiy 
words  that  deserve  to  be  utterly  thrown  out  of  our  Un- 
guage,  many  more  to  be  corrected,  and  perhaps  uot  a 
few  long  since  antiquated,  which  ought  to  be  reftorrd 
on  account  of  their  energy  and  sound. 

But  what  I  have  most  at  heart  i^  that  some  method 
should  be  thought  on  for  ascertaining  and  fixipg  our  Uu- 
guage  for  ever,  after  such  alterations  are  made  in  it  » 
shall  be  thought  requisite.  For  I  am  of  opinion,  it  is 
better  a  language  should  not  be  wholly  perfect,  than  thaz 
it  should  be  perpetually  changing ;  and  we  must  gi^t 
ow  at  one  time,  or  at  length  infallibly  change  for  tltf 
worse ;  as  the  Romans  did,  when  they  began  to  quit 
their  simplicity  of  style  for  affected  refinemieuti,  fueh 
as  we  meet  in  Tacitus  and  other  authon ;  which  eudi^ 
by  degrees  in  many  barbarities,  even  before  the  Gotbs 
had  invaded  Italy. 

The  fame  of  our  writers  is  usually  confined  to  tbe» 
two  islands,  and  it  is  hard  it  should  be  limited  in  time, 
as  much  as  place,  by  tlie  perpetual  variations  of  our 
speech.  It  is  your  lordship  s  observation,  that  if  it  wer« 
not  for  the  Bible  and  Common  R-ayer  Book  iu  tbe 
vulgar  tongue,  we  should  hardly  be  able  to  nndentaud 
anything  tiiat  was  written  among  tu  a  liaDdred  yan 
ago ;  which  is  certainly  true :  (or  those  books  brictg 
perpetually  read  in  churches,  hove  proved  a  kiud  of 
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iludircl  for  kngoage,  especially  to  the  common  people. 
And  I  doabt  whedier  the  altemtions  fince  introduced 
hare  added  much  to  the  beauty  or  ttrength  of  the 
Bnf  liib  tongue,  though  they  have  taken  off  a  great  deal 
boa  tfait  iimpUcity  which  ii  one  of  the  greatest  per- 
ke&m  in  any  language.    You,  my  lord,  who  aie  so 
eonrenint  'in  the  aacred  writing!,  and  so  great  a  judge 
oftbem  in  their  originals,  will  agree,  that  no  translation 
oar  cuontry  ever  yet  produced,  has  come  up  to  that  of 
th«  Old  and  New  Testament :  and  by  the  many  beau- 
tiful Ptnsea  which  I  have  often  had  the  honour  to  hear 
your  lordnip  cite  irom  thence,  I  am  persuaded  that 
tfaetnoilaton  of  the  Bible  were  masters  of  an  English 
itjle  moeh  fitter  for  that  work  than  any  we  see  in  our 
fnmt  wiitiogs ;  which  I  take  to  be  owing  to  the  sim- 
plicity that  runs  through  the  whole.    Then,  as  to  the 
gntteitputofonr  liturgy,  compiled  long  before  the 
truihtioo  of  the  Bible  now  in  use^  and  litde  altered 
■inoe,  thoe  seem  to  be  in  it  as  great  strains  of  true 
■ablins  doquence  as  are  anywhere  to  be  found  in  our 
isBguage;  which  every  man  of  good  taste  will  observe 
in  tiw  eommunion  service,  that  of  burial,  and  other  parts. 
Bat  iriien  I  say  diat  I  would  have  our  language 
sfW  it  it  duly  correct,  always  to  last,  I  do  not  mean 
tint  it  dioald  never  be  enbffged.    Provided  that  no 
««d,  which  a  society  shall  give  a  sanction  to,  be  after- 
wvd  antiqaaled  and  exploded,  they  may  have  liberty 
to  reeeife  whatever  new  ones  they  shall  find  occarion 
fw;  bscanae  then  the  old  books  will  yet  be  always 
nloible  according  to  their  intrinsic  worth,  and  not 
dmwn  aside  on  account  of  unintelligible  words  and 
phrasH^  which  appear  harsh  and  uncouth,  only  because 
ttwy  are  out  of  XMhion.     Had  the  Roman  tongue  con- 
tinned  vulgar  in  that  city  till  this  time,  it  would  have 
hm  sbsolotely  necessary,  from  the  mighty  changes 
^  have  been  made  in  law  and  religion,  from  &e 
Bany  terms  of  art  required  in  trade  and  in  war,  from  the 
Dcv  inventions  that  have  happoied  in  the  world,  from 
^  vast  spreading  of  navigation  and  commerce,  widi 
■•07  other  obvious  circumstances,  to  have  made  great 
additions  to  that  language ;   yet  [the  ancients  would 
itiU  have  been  read  and  understood  with  pleasure  and 
die.    The  Greek  tongue  received  many  enlargements 
l>>tvecn  the  time  of  Homer  and  that  of  Plutarch,  yet 
the  former  author  was  probably  as  well  understood  in 
Titjaa  •  time  as  the  latter.  What  Horace  says  of  words 
^^  off  and  perishing  like  leaves,  and  new  ones 
coQiQg  in  their  place,  is  a  misfortune  he  laments, 
nther  than  a  thing  he  approves ;  but  I  cannot  see  why 
this  ihoold  be  absolutely  necessary,  or  if  it  were,  what 
woold  have  become  of  his  momtmenium  ttr%  perMniui  / 
Writing  by  memory  only,  as  I  do  at  present,  I  would 
g^y  keep  within  my  depth;  and  therefore  shall  not 
enter  into  further  particulars.     Neither  do  I  pretend 
man  fiian  to  show  tne  usefblness  of  this  design,  and  to 
make  sonie  general  observations,  leaving  the  rest  to  that 
*Kiitj  which  I  hope  will  owe  its  institution  and  pa- 
^""^  to  ^our  lotdship.     Besides,  I  would  willingly 
void  repetition,  having,  about  a  year  ago,  communi- 
^|fed  to  the  public  much  of  what  I  had  to  offer  upon 
"^.whjcct,  by  the  hands  of  an  ingenious  gentleman, 
}^  for  a  long  time  did  thrice  a-week   divert  or 
^o^net  the  kin^fdom  by  his  papers,  and  is  supposed 
^^me  the  same  design  at  present,  under  the  title  of 
%ctBlor.    This  author,  who  has  tried  the  force  and 
^P«s  of  our  language  with  so  much  success,  agrees 
f*^^y  with  me  in  most  of  my  sentiments  relating  to 
1^;  eo  do  the  matBsi  part  of  the  men  of  wit  and  leam- 
iqg  whom  I  have  haa  Uie  happiness  to  converse  with ; 
andthenCore  I  imagine  that  such  a  society  would  be 
I"*tt]r  aaaaimoas  iathe  main  points. 

Ymr  lordship  must  allow  that  such  a  work  as  this 
'J|^">tht  to  perwction  would  very  much  contribute  to 
^  gloiy  of  her  majesty^s  reign ;  which  ought  to  be 
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recorded  in  words  more  durable  than  brass,  and  such 
as  our  posterity  may  read  a  thousand  years  hence, 
with  pleasure  as  well  as  admiration.  I  always  die- 
approved  that  false  compliment  to  princes,  that  the  most 
lasting  monument  they  can  have  is  the  hearts  of  their 
subjects.  It  is  indeed  their  greatest  present  felicity  to 
reign  in  their  subjects*  hearts;  but  these  are  too  perishable 
to  picscrve  their  memories,  which  can  only  be  done  by 
the  pens  of  able  and  faithful  historians.  And  I  take  it 
to  be  your  lordship  a  duty,  as  prime  minister,  to  give 
order  ibr  inspecting  our  language,  and  rendering  it  fit 
to  record  the  history  of  so  great  and  gooil  a  princess. 
Besides,  my  lord,  as  disinterested  as  you  appear  to  the 
world,  I  am  convinced  that  no  man  is  more  in  the 
power  of  a  prevailing  fhvourite  passion  than  yourself; 
I  mean  that  desire  of  true  and  lasting  honour  which 
you  have  home  along  with  yon  through  every  stage  of 
your  life.  To  this  you  have  often  sacrificed  your 
interest,  your  ease,  and  your  health ;  for  preserving 
and  increasing  this,  you  have  exposed  your  pernm  to 
secret  treachCTy  and  open  violence.  There  is  not, 
perhaps,  an  example  in  history  of  any  minister,  who, 
m  so  short  a  time,  has  performed  so  many  great  things^ 
and  overcome  so  many  difficulties.  Now,  though  I 
am  fully  convinced  that  you  fear  God,  honour  your 
queen,  and  love  your  country  as  much  as  any  of  your 
rellow-^ubjects,  yet  I  must  believe  that  the  desire  of 
fame  has  been  no  inconsiderable  motive  to  quicken  you 
in  the  pursuit  of  those  actions  which  will  nest  deserve 
it.  But,  at  the  same  time,  I  must  be  so  plain  as  to 
tell  your  lordship,  that  if  you  will  not  take  some  care 
to  settle  our  language,  and  put  it  into  a  state  of  con- 
tinuance, I  cannot  promise  that  your  memory  shall  be 
preserved  above  a  hundred  years,  farther  than  by  im- 
perfect tradition. 

As  barbarous  and  ignorant  as  we  were  in  former 
centuries,  there  was  more  effectual  care  taken  by  our 
ancestors  to  preserve  the  memory  of  times  and  persons, 
than  we  find  in  this  age  of  learning  and  politeness,  as 
we  are  pleased  to  call  it.  The  rude  Latin  of  the  monks 
is  still  Tery  intelligible;  whereas,  bad  their  records 
been  delivered  down  only  in  the  vulgar  tongue,  so 
barren  and  so  barbarous,  so  subject  to  continual  suc- 
ceeding changes,  tiiey  could  not  nowi  be  understood, 
unless  by  antiquaries  who  make  it  their  study  to  ex- 
pound them.  And  we  must  at  this  day  have  been 
content  with  such  poor  abstracts  of  our  English  story, 
as  laborious  men  of  low  genius  would  think  fit  to  give 
us  J  and  even  these,  in  the  next  age,  would  be  like- 
wise swallowed  up  in  succeeding  collections.  If  things 
go  on  at  this  rat&  all  I  can  promise  your  lordship  is, 
that,  about  two  hundred  yeara  hence,  some  painful 
compiler,  who  will  be  at  the  trouble  of  studymg  old 
language,  may  inform  the  world,  that  in  the  reign  of 
queen  Anne,  Robert,  earl  of  Oxford,  a  very  wise  and 
excellent  man,  was  made  high  treasurer,  and  aaved 
hia  country,  which  in  thoae  daya  waa  almost  ruined  by 
a  foreign  war,  and  a  domeatic  faction.  Thu*  much  he 
may  be  able  to  pick  out,  and  willing  to  tranafer  into 
hia  new  history ;  but  the  rest  of  your  character,  which 
I,  or  any  other  writer,  may  now  value  ourselves  by 
drawing,  and  the  particular  accoimt  of  the  great  things 
done  under  your  ministry,  for  which  you  are  already 
so.  celebrated  in  most  parts  of  Europe,  w  ill  prot)ably  be 
dropped,  on  account  of  the  antiquated  style  and  man- 
ner tney  are  delivered  in. 

How  then  shall  any  man,  who  has  a  genius  for 
history  equal  to  the  halt  of  the  ancients,  be  able  to  un- 
dertake such  a  work  with  spirit  and  cheerfulness,  when 
he  considers  that  he  will  oe  read  with  pleasure  but  a 
very  few  years,  and,  in  an  age  or  two,  snail  hardly  be 
underatood  without  an  interpreter  f  Thia  ii  like  em« 
ploying  an  excellent  atatuary  to  work  upon  mouldering 
stone.    Those   who  i^ply  their  studies  to  preserve  im 
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memoiry  of  othen  will  always  have  aome  conoem  for 
their  own ;  and  I  believe  it  ij  for  thi>  reason  that  so 
few  writers  among  us,  of  any  distinction,  have  turned 
their  thoughts  to  such  a  discouraging  emplo3rnient ; 
for  the  best  English  historian  must  lie  under  this  mor- 
tification, that  when  his  style  grows  antiquated,  he 
will  be  only  considered  as  a  tedious  relater  of  &cti, 
and  perhaps  consulted  in  his  turn,  among  other  neglected 
authors,  to  furnish  materials  for  some  Aiture  collector. 
I  doubt  your  lordship  is  but  ill  entertained  with  a 
few  scattered  thoughts  upon  a  subject  that  deserves  to 
be  treated  with  ability  and  care.  However,  I  must  beg 
leave  to  add  a  few  words  more,  perhaps  not  altogether 
foreign  to  the  same  matter.  I  know  not  whether  that 
which  I  am  going  to  say  may  pass  for  caution,  advice, 
or  reproach,  any  of  wlueh  will  be  justly  thought  very 
improper  from  one  in  my  station  to  one  in  yours. 
However,  I  must  venture  to  affirm,  that  if  genius  and 
learning  be  not  encouraged  under  your  lordship's  ad- 
ministration, you  are  the  most  inexcusable  person 
alive.  All  your  other  virtues,  my  lord,  will  be  defec- 
tive without  this ;  your  afiability,  candour,  and  good* 
nature;  that  perpetual  agreeableness  of  conversation, 
so  disengaged  in  the  midst  of  such  a  weight  of  busineas 
and  opposition ;  even  your  justice,  prudence  and  mag- 
nanimity, will  shine  less  bright  without  it  Your 
lordship  is  universally  allowed  to  possess  a  very  large 
portion  in  most  parts  of  literature ;  and  to  this  you  owe 
the  cultivating  of  those  many  virtues  which  otherwise 
would  have  been  less  adorned,  or  in  lower  perfection. 
Neither  can  you  acquit  yourself  of  these  obligations 
without  letting  the  arts,  in  their  turn,  share  your  in- 
fluence and  protection :  besides,  who  knows  but  some 
true  genius  may  happen  to  arise  imder  your  ministry, 
crorfM  ui  itihertui  aol.  Every  age  might  perhaps  pro- 
duce one  or  two  of  these  to  adorn  it,  if  they  were  not 
sunk  under  the  censure  and  obloquy  of  plodding, 
servile,  imitating  pedants.  I  do  not  mean,  oy  a  true 
genius,  any  bold  writer  who  breaks  through  the  rules 
of  decency  to  distinguish  himself  by  the  singularity  of 
his  opinions ;  but  one  who,  upon  a  deserving  subject, 
is  able  to  open  new  scenes,  and  discover  a  vein  of  true 
and  noble  thinking,  which  never  entered  into  any  ima- 
gination before ;  every  stroke  of  whose  pen  is  worth  aU 
the  paper  blotted  bv  hundreds  of  others  in  the  compass 
of  their  lives.  I  know,  my  lord,  your  friends  will 
ofler,  in  your  defence,  that^in  your  private  capacity 
you  never  refused  your  purse  and  credit  to  the  service 
and  support  of  learned  or  ingenious  men ;  and  that, 
ever  since  you  have  been  in  public  emplovment,  you 
have  constantly  bestowed  your  favours  to  the  moat  de- 
serving persons.  But  I  desire  your  lordship  not  to  be 
deceived ;  we  never  will  admit  of  these  excuses,  nor 
will  allow  your  private  liberality,  as  great  as  it  is,  to 
atone  for  your  excessive  public  thrift.  But  here  again 
I  am  afraid  most  good  subjects  will  interpose  in  your 
defence,  by  alleging  the  desperate  condition  you  found 
the  nation  in,  and  the  necessity  there  was  for  so  able 
and  faithful  a  steward  to  retrieve  it,  if  possible,  by  the 
utmost  frugality.  We  grant  all  this,  my  lord ;  but 
then  it  ought  likewise  to  be  considered,  that  you  have 
already  saved  several  millions  to  the  public,  and  that 
what  we  ask  is  too  inconsiderable  to  break  into  any 
rules  of  the  strictest  good  husbandry.  The  French 
king  bestows  about  half  a  dosen  pensions  to  learned 
men  in  several  parts  of  Europe,  and  perhaps  a  dozen 
in  his  own  kingdom  ;  which  in  ^e  whole  do  probably 
not  amount  to  half  the  income  of  many  a  private  com- 
moner in  England,  yet  have  more  contributed  to  the 
glory  of  that  prince  than  any  million  he  has  otherwise 
employed.  For  learning,  like  all  true  merit,  is  easily 
satisfied ;  while  the  false  and  counterfeit  isjperpetually 
craving,  and  never  thinks  it  has  enough.  The  smallest 
'^vour  given  by  a  great  prince^  as  a  mark  of  esteem  to 


reward  the  endowments  of  the  mind,  never  fails  to  be 
returned  with  praise  and  gratitude,  and  loudly  cele- 
brated  to  the  world.  I  have  known,  some  years  ago, 
several  pensions  given  to  particular  persona,  (how 
deservedly  I  shall  not  inquire,}  any  one  of  which,  if 
divided  into  several  parcels,  and  distributed  by  the 
crown  to  those  who  might,  upon  occasion,  diBtioguiah 
themselves  by  some  extraordinary  production  of  vit 
or  learning,  would  be  amply  sufficient  to  answer  (he 
end.  Or,  if  any  such  persons  were  above  money,  (as 
every  great  genius  certainly  is,  with  very  moderate  con- 
veniences of  life,)  a  medal  or  some  mark  of  distiactiou 
would  do  full  as  well. 

But  I  forget  my  province^  and  find  myself  taming 
projector  before  I  am  aware ;  although  it  be  one  of  the 
last  characters  under  which  I  should  desire  to  appear 
before  your  lordship,  especially  when  I  have  the  ambi- 
tion  of  aspiring  to  that  of  being,  with  the  greateit 
respect  and  truth,  my*lord,  your  lordship's  mort 
obedient,  most  obliged,  and  most  humble  servant, 

Jonathan  Svirr. 


AN  ESSAY  ON  MODERN 
EDUCATION. 


Fbom  frequently  reflecting  upon  the  coune  and  method 
of  educating  youth  in  this  and  a  neighbouring  kingHonii 
with  the  general  success  and  consequence  thereof,  I  am 
come  to  this  determination, — ^that  education  is  alvayt 
the  worse,  in  proportion  to  the  wealth  and  grandear  of 
the  parents ;  nor  do  I  doubt  in  the  least,  that  if  the 
whole  world  were  now  under  the  dominion  of  one  mo- 
narch, (provided  I  might  be  allowed  to  chooee  where 
he  should  fix  the  seat  of  his  empire,)  the  only  son  a»i 
heir  of  that  monarch  would  be  the  worst  educated 
mortal  that  ever  was  bom  since  the  creation ;  and  I 
doubt  the  same  proportion  will  hold  through  all  de* 
grees  and  titles,  from  an  emperor  downwud  to  the 
c  ommon  gentry. 

I  do  not  say  that  this  has  been  always  the  case ;  for, 
in  better  times,  it  was  directly  otherwise,  and  a  scboUr 
may  fill  half  his  Greek  and  Roman  shelves  with  authon 
of  liie  noblest  birth,  as  well  as  highest  virtue :  nor  do  I 
tax  all  nations  at  present  with  this  defect,  for  I  koo* 
there  are  some  to  be  excepted,  and  particularly  Soodaod. 
under  all  the  disadvantages  of  its  climate  and  ioil«  ^ 
that  happiness  be  not  rather  owing  even  to  those  very 
disadvantages.  What  is  then  to  be  done,  if  this  reflec- 
tion must  fix  on  two  countries,  which  will  be  moit 
ready  to  take  oflfence,  and  which,  of  all  others,  it  wiQ 
be  least  prudent  or  safe  to  ofiend  ? 

But  there  is  one  circumstance  yet  more  dangerous 
and  lamentable:  for  if,  according  to  the  poaUilatum 
already  laid  down,  the  higher  quality  any  youth  is  of 
he  is  in  greater  likeliho(^  to  be  worse  educated,  it 
behoves  me  to  dread  and  keep  fiur  from  die  verge  of 
acandahtm  magnatum. 

Retracting  therefore  that  haiardous  pogiuhtym,  I 
shall  venture  no  further  at  present  than  to  say,  tkit 
perhaps  some  additional  care  in  educating  the  sooi  (if 
nobility  and  principal  gentry  might  not  be  ill  em* 
ployed.  If  this  be  not  delivered  with  softness  eoougK 
I  must  for  the  future  be  silent. 

In  the  mean  time,  let  me  ask  only  two  (^uestioof 
which  relate  to  England.  I  ask,  first,  how  it  cobm* 
about  that,  for  above  sixty  years  past,  the  chief  conduct 
of  affairs  has  been  generally  placed  in  the  hands  of  ne« 
men,  with  very  few  exceptions  t  The  noblest  blood  of 
England  having  been  sned  in  the  grand  rtb^ion. 
many  great  families  became  extinct,  or  were  supported 
only  by  minors.  When  the  king  was  restoreo,  rer 
few  of  those  lords  remained  who  began,  or  at  least  bad 
improved,  their  education  under  the  reigns  of  Mf 
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JuBtt  orking  Chttlei  I.,  of  which  lorda  the  two  priDci- 
pd  vae  the  marqau  of  Ormond  and  the  earl  of 
SoathtnploB.  The  mtuon  had,  during  the  rebellion 
md  mofpatioD,  either  received  too  much  tincture  of 
bad  priociplet  horn  thoee  fanatic  timet,  or,  coming  to 
ifcal  the  Rerttsation,  fell  into  the  vices  of  that  dii- 
ailotopngQ. 

I  date  ftom  thii  era  the  corrupt  method  of  education 
anoof  m,  and,  in  conaequenoe  thereof,  the  neceaaity 
the  emro  lay  under  of  introducing  new  men  into  the 
chief  eondoct  of  public  alTaira,  or  to  the  office  of  what 
ve  oov  call  prime-miniatera ;  men  of  art,  knowledge, 
application  and  ioainuation,  merely  for  want  of  a 
•apply  amoog  tiie  nobility.      They  were  generally 
(thou^  not  alwaya)  of  good  birth ;  aometimea  yoimger 
brothoi,  at  other  timea  auch,  who,  although  inheriting 
good  citafBi,  yet  happened  to  be  well  educated,  and 
prof  ided  with  leammg.    Such,  under  that  king,  were 
Hyde,  Bridgeman,  Cliflbrd,  Oabom,  Godol^hin,  Aahley 
Coopff:  finr  or  none  under  the  abort  reign  of  king 
JaoMt  II. :  under  king  William,  Somen,  Montague, 
Chufchill,  Vernon,  Boyle,  and  many  othen :  under  the 
qoceo,  Harley,  St.  John,  Harcourt,  TVevor :  who^  indeed, 
veiv  pCTKMis  of  the  beat  private  fiuniliea,  but  unadorned 
with  titles.    So  in  the  following  reign,  Mr.  Robert 
Walpole  waa  for  many  yeara  prime-minister,  in  which 
pM  he  atili  happily  continuea :  hia  brother  Horace  is 
amhsmdar  extraordinary  to  France.     Mr.  Addison 
•ml  Mr.  Cragi^  without  the  least  alliance  to  aupport 
them,  have  beoi  aecretariea  of  atate.  , 

If  the  facta  have  been  &ua  for  above  sixty  yeara  past, 
''vhfRof  I  could,  with  a  little  further  recollection,  pro> 
dace  many  more  ioatanoea,)  I  would  aak  again,  how  it 
hai  hsppeoed,  that  in  a  nation  plentifully  abounding 
vltb  Dooility,  ao  great  ahare  in  the  moat  competent 
paiti  of  public  management  has  been  for  ao  long  a 
pfriod  chiefly  intrusted  to  commonen;  unleaa  aome 
oniiiioiia  or  defects  of  the  highest  import  may  be 
c^arscd  upon  thoee  to  whom  the  care  of  educating  our 
nohle  youth  had  been  committed  f  For,  if  there  be 
*oy  diiference  between  human  creatures  in  the  point  of 
Batumi  partly  aa  we  usually  call  them,  it  should  seem 
that  the  advantage  lies  on  the  side  of  children  bom 
fnna  noble  and  wealthy  parents;  the  same  traditional 
iloth  and  luxury  which  render  their  body  weak  and 
'^I'laiiitte,  perhaps  refining  and  giving  a  freer  motion 
to  the  ipirits  beyond  what  can  be  expected  from  the 
roMi  nAiast  issue  of  meaner  mortals.  Add  to  this  the 
pecaliar  advantages  which  all  young  noblemen  posaess 
by  the  privileges  of  their  birth.  Such  as  a  free  access  to 
omiti,  and  a  oniveiaal  deference  paid  to  their  persons. 
But,  as  my  lord  Bacon  charges  it  for  a  fault  on 
Fuioa»  thai  they  are  impatient  to  compass  ends  with- 
out giving  themselves  toe  trouble  of  consulting  or 
fieeutJDg  the  means^  'so,  perhaps,  it  may  be  the  dis* 
{KsitioQ  of  youi^  nobles,  either  from  the  indulgence  of 
paicota,  tutors,  and  governors,  or  their  own  inactivity, 
that  they  cxpMl  the  accomplishments  of  a  good  educa- 
^  without  the  least  expense  of  time  or  study  to 
^iiethem. 

What  I  aaid  last  I  am  ready  to  retract,  for  the  case 
it  mfinitelv  wone ;  and  the  very  maxims  set  up  to 
dinct  modem  education  are  enough  to  destroy  all  the 
■>de  of  knowledge^  honour,  wisdom,  and  virtue  among 
'^  The  cuirent  opinion  prevails,  that  the  study  of 
^nek  and  latin  is  loss  of  time ;  that  public  schools, 
hy  miogling  the  sons  of  noblemen  witn  those  of  the 
^S*r,  at^age  the  fomier  in  bad  company;  that 
vhipphig  btcaka  the  spirits  of  lads  well  bom ;  that 
uuvcrnties  make  voung  men  pedants ;  that  to  dance, 
f(o«V  speak  French,  and  know  now  to  behave  yourself 
'OMig  great  persons  of  both  sexei^  comprehends  the 
vhote  duty  of  a  gentleman. 
1  caoDoC  bat  ^link  this  wise  syslem  of  education  has 


been  much  cultivated  among  us  by  those  worthies  of 
the  army  who,  during  the  last  war,  returned  from 
Flanders  at  the  close  of  each  campaign,  became  the 
dictators  of  behaviour,  dress,  and  politeness,  to  all  those 
youngsters  who  frequent  chocolate-coffee-gaming- 
houses, dxawing-rooms,  operas,  levees,  and  assemblies : 
where  a  colonel,  by  his  pay,  perquisites,  and  plunder, 
was  quali6ed  to  outshine  many  peers  of  the  realm; 
and  by  the  influence  of  an  exotic  habit  and  demeanour, 
added  to  other  foreign  accomplishments,  gave  the  law 
to  the  whole  town,  and  was  copied  as  the  standard 
pattern  of  whatever  was  refined  in  dress,  equipage,  con- 
versation, or  divenions. 

I  remember,  in  thoee  times,  an  admired  original  of 
that  vocation  sitting  in  a  cofileehouse  near  two  gentle- 
men, whereof  one  was  of  the  clergy,  who  were  engaged 
in  some  discourse  that  savoured  of  learning.  This 
officer  thought  fit  to  interpose,  and  professing  to  deliver 
the  sentiments  of  his  fhUemity,  as  well  as  his  own,  (and 
probably  he  did  so  of  too  many  among  them,}  turned 
to  the  clergyman,  and  spoke  in  the  following  manner : 
"  D — n  me,  doctor,  say  what  you  will,  the  army  is  the 
only  school  for  gentlemen.  Do  you  think  my  lord 
Marlborough  beat  the  French  with  Greek  and  Latin  f 
D — ^n  me,  a  scholar  when  he  comes  into  good  company, 
what  is  he  but  an  ass  t  D — ^n  me,  I  would  be  glad  by 
G^~d  to  see  any  of  your  scholars  with  his  nouns  and 
his  verbs,  and  his  philosophy,  and  trigonometry,  what 
a  figure  he  would  make  at  a  aiege^  or  blockade,  or 

rencountering D — n  me,"  &c.*     After  which  he 

proceeded  with  a  volley  of  military  terms,  less  signifi- 
cant, sounding  worse,  amd  harder  to  be  understood  than 
any  that  were  ever  coined  by  the  commentators  upon 
Anstotle.  I  would  not  here  be  thought  to  charge  the 
soldiery  with  ignorance  and  contempt  of  learning 
without  allowing  exceptions,  of  which  I  have  known 
many ;  but,  however,  the  worst  example,  especially  in 
a  great  majority,  will  certainly  prevail. 

I  have  heard  that  the  late  earl  of  Oxford,  in  the 
time  of  his  ministry,  never  passed  by  White's  chocolate- 
house  (the  common  rendexvous  of  infamous  sharpers 
and  noble  cullies)  without  bestowing  a  curse  upon  that 
frixnous  academy  as  the  bane  of  half  the  English 
nobility.  I  have  likewise  been  told  another  passage 
concerning  that  great  minister,  which,  because  it  gives 
a  humourous  idea  of  one  principal  ingredient  in  modem 
education,  take  as  follows: — Le  Sack,  the  famous 
French  dancing  master,  in  great  admiration,  asked  a 
friend  whether  it  were  true  £at  Mr.  Harley  was  made 
an  earl  and  lord  treasurer  f  and  finding  it  confirmed 
said,  **  Well ;  I  wonder  what  the  devil  the  queen  could 
see  in  him];  for  I  attended  him  two  yean,  and  he  was 
the  greatest  dunce  that  ever  I  taught***'^ 

Another  hinderance  to  good  education,  and  I  think 
the  greatest  of  any,  is  that  pernicious  custom  in  rich 
and  noble  families  of  entertaining  French  tutors  in 
their  houses.  These  wretched  pedagogues  are  enjoined 
by  the  father  to  take  special  care  that  the  boy  shall  be 
perfect  in  his  F^rench ;  by  the  mother,  that  master  must 
not  walk  till  he  is  hiot,  nor  be  suffered  to  play  with 
other  boys,  nor  be  wet  in  his  feet,  nor  daub  his  clothes^ 
and  to  see  the  dancing  master  attends  constantly,  and 
does  his  duty ;  she  fruther  insists,  that  he  be  not  kept 
too  long  poring  on  his  book,  because  he  is  subject  to 
sore  eyes,  and  of  a  weakly  constitution. 

By  these  methods  the  young  gentleman  is,  in  every 
article,  as  fully  accomplished  at  eight  years  old,  as  at 
eight  and  twenty,  age  adding  only  to  die  growth  of  his 
person  and  his  vice ;  so  that  if  you  should  look  at  him 
in  his  boyhood  through  the  magnifying  end  of  a  per- 

*  Swil\  hu  versified  psrt  of  thU  pMnge  in  lib  poem  on 
HAtnilton*!  Itewn. 

b  The  alory  of  Le  Sack  many  of  Ibe  dean's  Mends  bkTB  heud 
him  teU,  as  he  had  It  from  the  earl  hlsAielf. 
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spectiye,  and  in  his  manhood  through  the  other,  it 
would  be  imponible  to  spy  any  difference ;  the  same 
airs,  the  same  strut,  the  same  cock  of  his  hat,  and 
posture  of  his  sword,  (as  far  as  the  change  of  fashions 
will  allow,)  the  same  understanding,  the  same  compass 
of  knowledge,  with  the  very  same  absurdity,  impudence, 
and  impertinence  of  tongue. 

He  is  taught  fit>m  &e  nursery  that  he  must  inherit  a 
great  estate,  and  has  no  need  to  mind  his  book,  which 
is  a  lesson  he  never  forgets  to  the  end  of  his  life.  His 
chief  solace  is  to  steal  down  and  play  at  spanfarthing 
with  the  page  or  young  blackamoor,  or  little  favourite 
footboy,  one  of  which  is  his  principal  confident  and 
bosom  friend. 

There  is  one  young  lord*  in  this  town,  who,  by  an 
unexampled  piece  of  good  fortune,  was  miraculously 
snatched  out  of  the  gulph  of  ignorance,  confined  to  a 
public  school  for  a  due  term  of  years,  well  whipped 
when  he  deserved  it,  clad  no  better  than  his  comrades, 
and  always  their  playfellow  on  the  same  foot ;  had  no 
precedence  in  the  school,  but  what  was  given  him  by 
nis  merit,  and  lost  it  whenever  he  was  negligent.  It  is 
well  known  how  many  mutinies  were  bred  at  this 
unprecedented  treatment,  what  complaints  among  his 
relations,  and  other  great  ones  of  both  sexes ;  that  his 
stockings  with  silver  clocks  were  ravished  from  him ; 
that  he  wore  his  own  hair ;  tiiat  his  dress  was  undis- 
tinguished ;  that  he  was  not  fit  to  appear  at  a  ball  or 
assembly,  nor  suffered  to  go  to  either  :  and  it  was  with 
the  utmost  difficulty  he  became  qualified  for  his 
present  removal,  where  he  may  probably  be  further 
persecuted,  and  posibly  with  success,  if  the  firmness  of 
a  very  worthy  governor  and  his  own  good  dispositions 
will  not  preserve  him.  I  confess  I  cannot  but  wish  he 
may  go  on  in  the  way  he  began ;  because  I  have  a 
curiosity  to  know  by  so  singular  an  experiment, 
whether  truth,  honour,  justice,  temperance,  courage, 
and  good  sense,  acquired  by  a  school  and  college 
education,  may  not  produce  a  very  tolerable  lad, 
although  he  should  happen  to  fail  in  one  or  two  of 
those  accomplishments  which  in  the  general  vogue  are 
held  so  important  to  the  finishing  of  a  gentleman. 

It  is  true,  I  have  known  an  aoEulemical  education  to 
have  been  exploded  in  public  assemblies;  and  have 
heard  more  man  one  or  two  persons  of  high  rank 
declare,  they  could  learn  nothing  more  at  Oxford  and 
Cambridge  than  to  drink  ale  and  smoke  tobacco; 
wherein  I  firmly  believed  them,  and  could  have  added 
some  hundred  examples  from  my  own  observation  in 
one  of  those  universities  •,  but  they  all  were  of  young 
heirs  sent  thither  only  for  form ;  either  from  schools 
where  they  were  not  suffered  by  their  careful  parents  to 
stay  above  three  months  in  the  year ;  or  from  under 
the  management  of  French  family  tutors,  who  yet  often 
attended  them  to  their  college,  to  prevent  all  possibility 
of  their  improvement ;  but  I  never  yet  knew  any  one 
person  of  quality,  who  followed  his  studies  at  the 
university  and  carried  away  his  just  proportion  of 
leaniing,  that  was  not  ready  upon  all  occasions  to  cele- 
brate and  defend  that  course  of  education,  and  to  prove 
a  patron  of  learned  men. 

There  is  one  circumstance  in  a  leanied  education 
which  ought  to  have  much  weight,  even  widi  those 
who  have  no  learning  at  all.  The  books  read  at  school 
and  college  are  full  of  incitements  to  virtue,  and  dis- 
couragements from  vice,  drawn  from  the  wisest  reasons, 
the  strongest  motives,  and  the  most  influencing 
examples.  Thus  young  minds  are  filled  early  with  an 
inclination  to  good,  and  an  abhorrence  of  evil,  both 
which  increase  in  them,  according  to  the  advances  they 
make  in  literature ;  and  although  they  may  be,  and 
too  often  are,  drawn  by  the  temptations  of  youth,  and 
the  opportunities  of  a  large  fortune,  into  some  irregu- 
*  Lord  Moontcashel,  bred  at  Dr.  Sheridan's  school. 


larities,  when  they  come  forward  into  the  great  world, 
yet  it  is  ever  with  reluctance  and  compuDction  of 
mind,  because  their  bias  to  virtue  still  contbua. 
They  may  stray  sometimes,  out  of  infirmity  or  com- 
pliance ;  but  they  will  soon  return  to  the  right  roail, 
and  keep  it  always  in  view.  I  speak  only  of[tfaoM 
excesses  which  are  too  much  the  attendant  of  yootfa 
and  warmer  blood ;  for  as  to  the  points  of  honoor, 
truth,  justice,  and  other  noble  gins  of  the  miud, 
wherein  the  temperature  of  the  body  has  no  ooocen, 
they  are  seldom  or  ever  known  to  be  wild. 

I  have  engaged  myself  very  unwarily  in  too  copioui 
a  subject  for  so  short  a  paper.  The  present  scope  I 
would  aim  at  is,  to  prove  that  some  proportion  of 
human  knowledge  appears  requisite  to  those  who  by 
their  birth  or  fortune  are  called  to  the  making  of  Iswi, 
and,  in  a  subordinate  way,  to  the  execution  of  them ; 
and  that  such  knowledge  is  not  to  be  obtained,  without 
a  miracle,  under  the  frequent,  corrupt,  and  sottiih 
methods  of  educating  those  who  are  bom  to  wealth  or 
titles.  For  I  would  have  it  remembered  that  I  do  by 
no  means  confine  these  remarks  to  young  persom  of 
noble  birth;  the  same  errors  running  through  all 
families  where  there  is  wealth  enough  to  afford  that 
their  sons  (at  least  the  eldest)  may  be  good  for  nothing. 
Why  should  my  son  be  a  scholar  when  it  is  not  in- 
tended that  he  should  live  by  his  learning  1  By  this 
rule,  if  what  is  commonly  said  be  true,  &aX  **  moofy 
answers  all  things,"  why  should  my  ton  be  honest, 
temperate,  just,  or  charitable,  since  he  has  no  inten- 
tion to  depend  upon  any  of  these  qualities  for  a  main- 
tenance f 

When  all  is  done,  perhaps,  upon  the  whole,  the 
matter  is  not  so  bad  as  I  would  make  it ;  and  God, 
who  works  good  out  of  evil,  acting  only  by  the  ordinair 
course  and  rule  of  nature,  permits  this  continual  circu- 
lation of  human  things,  for  his  own  tmsaarchable  ends. 
The  father  grows  rich  by  avarice,  injustice,  oppreition: 
he  is  a  tyrant  in  the  neighbourhood  over  slaves  and 
beggars,  whom  he  calls  his  tenants.  Why  should  be 
desire  to  have  qualities  infused 'into  his  son  which 
himself  never  possessed,  or  knewy  or  found  the  want 
of,  in  die  acquisition  of  his  wealth  ?  The  son,  bred  in 
sloth  and  idleness,  becomes  a  spendthrift,  a  cully,  a 
profligate,  and  goes  out  of  the  world  a  beggar,  aa  hit 
father  came  in :  thus  the  former  is  punidhed  for  hii 
own  sins,  as  well  as  for  those  of  the  latter.  The  dung- 
hill, having  raised  a  huge  mushroom  of  short  dun- 
tion,  is  now  spread  to  enrich  other  men^s  lands.  It  i> 
indeed  of  worse  consequence  where  noble  families  aie 
gone  to  decay ;  because  their  titles  and  privilege!  out- 
live their  estates  :  and  politicians  tell  us,  that  nothing 
is  more  dangerous  to  the  public  than  a  numeitrui 
nobility  without  merit  or  fortune.  But  even  here  God 
has  likewise  prescribed  some  remedy  in  the  order  of 
nature;  so  many  great  families  coming  to  an  end  by 
the  sloth,  luxury,  and  abandoned  lusts,  whidi  ener- 
vated their  breed  through  every  succession,  producing 
gradually  a  more  effeminate  race  wholly  unfit  for  \w:>- 
pagation. 

HINTS  TOWARD  AN  ESSAY  ON 
CONVERSATION. 

I  HAVE  observed  few  obvious  subjects  to  have  been  » 
seldom,  or  at  least  so  slightly,  handled  as  this ;  snd 
indeed  I  know  few  so  diflicult  to  be  treated  sa  it 
ought,  nor  yet  upon  which  there  seems  so  much  to  be 
said. 

Most  things  pursued  by  men  for  the  happiocM  of 
public  or  private  life,  our  wit  or  folly  have  so  refined, 
that  they  seldom  subsist  but  in  idea ;  a  true  frieud,  a 
good  marriage,  a  perfect  form  of  government,  with  sonie 
others,  require  so  many  ingredients,  lo  good  in  tfacir 
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CTcnl  kindfl,  and  to  much  ziioeDesi  in  mixing  tkem, 

that  for  Kmie  tbooiandi  of  yean  men  have  despaired 

of  icdodng  tbeir  ichemes  to  perfection  :  but  in  con- 

remtioD  it  ii,  or  might  be,  otherwise ;  for  here  we  are 

onJf  to  aroid  a  multitude  of  erron,  which,  although  a 

matter  of  some  difficulty,  may  be  in  every  man's  power, 

far  want  of  which  it  remains  as  mere  an  idea  as  the 

other.    Iherelbre  it  seems  to  me,  that  the  truest  way 

to  imdoBtaod  conTersation,  is  to  know  the  faults  and 

mon  to  which  it  is  subject,  and  from  thence  every 

mao  to  forai  maxims  to  himself  whereby  it  mav  bis 

Rgulated,  because  it  requires  few  talents  to  which 

most  men  are  not  bom,  or  at  least  may  not  acquire, 

vithoQt  any  great  genius  or  study.    For  nature  has 

left  e?ery  man  a  capacity  of  being  agreeable,  though 

not  of  tbioiDg  in  company  ;  and  there  are  a  hundred 

nen  sofSciently  qualified  for  both,  who,  by  a  very  few 

iaults  that  they  might  correct  in  half  an  hour,  are  not 

so  much  as  tolerable. 

I  wai  prompted  to  write  my  thoughts  upon  this  sub- 
jert  bj  mere  indignatioQ,  to  reflect  that  so  useful  and 
ioDoenit  a  pleasure,  so  fitted  for  every  period  and  con- 
dition of  life,  and  so  much  in  all  men*s  power,  should 
be  10  much  neglected  and  abused. 

And  io  this  discourse  it  will  be  necessary  to  note 
(hne  emnrs  that  are  obvious^  as  well  as  others  which  are 
Ktdomer  observed,  since  there  are  few  so  obvious,  or 
Kknowlcdged,  into  which  most  men^  some  time  or 
other,  are  not  apt  to  run. 

For  instance :  nothing  is  more  generally  exploded 
than  the  folly  of  talking  too  much ;  yet  I  rarely  re- 
member  to  have  seen  five  people  together,  where  some 
one  among  them  has  not  hwn  predominant  in  that 
lund,  to  the  great  constraint  and  disgust  of  all  the  rest. 
Bat  among  such  as  deal  in  multitudes  of  words,  none 
•K  comparable  to  the  sober  deliberate  talker,  who 
proccedi  with  much  thought  and  caution,  makes  his 
PRface,  branches  out  into  several  digressions,  finds  a 
Dint  that  puts  him  in  mind  of  another  story,  which  he 
iromiaes  to  tell  you  when  this  is  done ;  comes  back 
''^pnlvly  to  his  subject,  cannot  readily  call  to  mind 
Mne  person's  name,  holding  his  head,  complains  of  his 
metncny ;  the  whole  company  all  this  while  in  sus- 
foae;  at  length  says,  it  is  no  matter,  and  so  goes  on. 
And,  to  crown  the  business,  it  perhaps  proves  at  last  a 
itofy  the  company  has  beard  fifty  times  before ;  or,  at 
hert,  some  insipid  adventure  of  the  relater. 

Another  general  fault  in  conversfttion  is  that  of  those 
who  aifect  to  talk  of  themselves :  some,  without  any 
cemnooy,  will  run  over  the  history  of  their  lives ;  will 
relate  the  annals  of  their  diseases,  with  the  several 
■jniptoms  and  circumstances  of  them ;  will  enumerate 
Hie  hardihips  and  injustice  they  have  suffered  in  court, 
in  parliament,  in  love,  or  in  law.  Others  are  more 
<^teroas,  and  with  gi«at  art  will  lie  on  the  watoh  to 
hook  in  their  own  praise :  they  will  call  a  witness  to 
lenember  they  always  foretold  what  would  happen  in 
nch  a  case,  but  none  would  believe  them ;  they  ad- 
vised SQch  a  man  from  the  beginning,  and  told  him 
the  consequences,  just  as  they  happened ;  but  he  would 
^▼e  his  own  way.  Others  make  a  vanity  of  telling 
their  faults ;  they  are  the  strangest  men  in  the  world ; 
they  cannot  dissemble ;  they  own  it  is  a  folly ;  they 
have  Xott  abundance  of  advantages  by  it ;  but  if  you 
would  give  them  the  world,  they  cannot  help  it ;  there 
tt  •omething  in  their  nature  that  abhors  insincerity  and 
cowtraint ;  with  many  other  insufferable  topics  of  the 
•ame  altitude. 

Of  such  mighty  importance  every  man  is  to  himself, 
U)d  ready  to  diink  he  is  so  to  others ;  without  once 
n^ing  this  easy  and  obvious  reflection,  that  his  affairs 
can  hare  no  more  weight  with  otlier  men,  than  theirs 
have  with  him ;  and  how  little  that  is  he  is  sensible 
enough. 


Whete  a  company  has  met,  I  often  have  observed 
two  persons  discover,  by  some  accident,  that  they  were 
bred  together  at  the  same  school  or  university  ;  after 
which  3xe  rest  are  condemned  to  silence,  and  to  listen 
while  these  two  are  refreshing  each  other*s  memory, 
with  the  arch  tricks  and  passages  o(  themselves  and 
their  comrades. 

I  know  a  great  officer  of  the  army  who  will  sit  for 
some  time  with  a  supercilious  and  impatient  silence, 
full  of  anger  and  contempt  for  those  who  are  tolking ; 
at  length,  of  a  sudden,  aemanding  audience,  decide 
the  matter  in  a  short  dogmatical  way ;  then  withdraw 
within  himself  again,  and  vouchsafe  to  talk  no  more, 
until  his  spirits  circulate  again  to  the  same  point. 

There  are  some  faults  in  conversation  wnich  none 
are  so  subject  to  as  the  men  of  wit,  nor  ever  so  much 
as  when  they  are  with  each  other.  If  they  have  opened 
their  mouths  without  endeavouring  to  say  a  witty 
thing,  they  think  it  is  so  many  words  lost :  it  is  a 
torment  to  the  hearers,  as  much  as  to  themselves,  to  sec 
them  upon  the  rack  for  invention,  and  in  perpetual 
constraint,  with  so  little  success.  They  must  do  some- 
thing extraordinary  in  order  to  acquit  themselves,  and 
answer  their  character,  else  the  standers-by  may  1)6 
disappointed,  and  be  apt  to  think  them  only  like  the 
rest  of  mortals.  I  have  known  two  men  of  wit  indus- 
triously brought  together  in  order  to  entertain  the  com- 
pany, where  they  have  made  a  very  ridiculous  figure, 
and  provided  all  the  mirth  at  their  own  expense. 

I  know  a  man  of  wit  who  is  never  easy  but  where 
he  can  be  allowed  to  dictate  and  preside :  he  neither 
expects  to  be  informed  or  entertained,  but  to  display 
his  own  talents.  His  business  is  to  be  good  company, 
and  not  good  conversation ;  and  therefore  he  chooses  to 
firequent  those  who  are  content  to  listen,  and  profess 
themselves  his  admirers.  And  indeed  the  worst  con- 
versation I  ever  remember  to  have  heard  in  my  life 
was  that  at  Will's  coffeehouse,  where  the  wits  (as  they 
were  called)  used  formerly  to  assemble ;  that  is  to  say, 
five  or  six  men  who  had  writ  plays,  or  at  least  pro- 
logues, or  had  share  in  a  miscellany,  came  thither,  and 
entertained  one  another  with  their  trifling  composures, 
in  so  important  an  air  as  if  they  had  been  the  noblest 
efforts  of  human  nature,  or  that  the  fate  of  kingdoms 
depended  on  them ;  and  they  were  usually  attended 
with  an  humble  audience  of  young  students  from  the 
inns  of  court,  or  the  universities ;  who,  at  due  distance, 
listened  to  these  oracles,  and  returned  home  with  great 
contempt  for  their  law  and  philosophy,  their  heads 
filled  with  trash,  under  the  name  of  politeneas,  criticism, 
and  belles  lettres. 

By  these  means  the  poets,  for  many  years  past,  were 
all  overrun  with  pedantry.  For,  as  I  take  it,  the  word 
is  not  properly  used;  because  pedantry  is  the  too 
frequent  or  unseasonable  obtruding  our  own  knowledge 
in  common  discourse,  and  placing  too  great  a  value 
upon  it ;  by  which  definition,  men  of  the  court,  or  the 
army,  may  be  as  guilty  of  pedantry  as  a  philosopher  or 
a  divine ;  and  it  is  the  same  vice  in  women,  when  they 
are  over  copious  upon  the  subject  of  their  petticoats,  or 
their  fans,  or  their  china.  For  which  reason,  although 
it  be  a  piece  of  prudence,  as  well  as  good  manners,  to 
put  men  upon  talking  on  subjects  they  are  best  versed 
m,  yet  that  is  a  liberty  a  wise  man  could  hardly  take ; 
because,  beside  the  imputation  of  pedantry,  it  is  what 
he  would  never  improve  by. 

The  great  town  is  usually  provided  with  some  player, 
mimic,  or  buffoon,  who  has  a  general  reception  at  the 
good  tables;  familiar  and  domestic  with  persons  of  the 
first  quality,  and  usually  sent  for  at  every  meeting  to 
divert  t)ie  company ;  against  which  I  have  no  objec- 
tion. You  go  there  as  to  a  farce  orapup])et8how;  your 
business  is  only  to  laugh  in  season,  either  out  of  incli- 
nation or  civility,  while  this  merry  companion  is  acting 
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hU  pert.  It  if  a  busmen  he  has  undertaken,  and  we 
are  to  sappose  he  u  paid  for  hit  day*0  work.  I  only 
quarrel,  when,  in  select  and  private  meetings,  where 
men  of  wit  and  learning  are  invited  to  pass  an  evening, 
this  jester  should  be  admitted  to  run  over  his  circle  of 
tricks,  and  make  the  whole  company  unfit  for  any  other 
conversation,  beside  the  indignity  of  confounding  men's 
talents  at  so  shameful  a  rate. 

Raillery  is  the  finest  part  of  conversation ;  but,  as  it 
is  our  usual  custom  to  counterfeit  and  adulterate  what- 
ever is  too  dear  for  us,  so  we  have  done  with  this,  and 
turned  it  all  into  what  is  generally  called  repartee,  or 
being  smart ;  just  as  when  an  expensive  fashion  comes 
UD,  tiiose  who  are  not  able  to  reach  it,  content  them- 
selves with  some  paltry  imitation.  It  now  passes  for 
raillery  to  run  a  man  down  in  discourse,  to  put  him 
out  of  countenance,  and  make  him  ridiculous ;  some- 
times to  expose  the  defects  of  his  pezson  or  understand- 
ing ;  on  all  which  occasions,  he  is  obliged  not  to  be 
angry,  to  avoid  the  imputation  of  not  being  able  to 
take  a  jest.  It  is  admirable  to  observe  one  who  is 
dexterous  at  this  art,  singling  out  a  weak  adversary, 
getting  the  laugh  on  his  side,  and  then  carrying  all 
before  him.  The  French,  from  whence  we  borrow  the 
word,  have  a  quite  different  idea  of  the  thing,  and  so 
had  we  in  the  politer  age  of  our  fathers.  Raillery 
was  to  say  something  that  at  first  appeared  a  reproach 
or  reflection,  but,  bv  some  turn  of  wit,  unexpected  and 
surprising,  ended  always  in  a  compliment,  and  to  the 
advantage  of  the  person  it  was  addressed  to.  And 
surely  one  of  the  best  rules  in  conversation  i%  never  to 
say  a  thing  which  any  of  the  company  can  reasonably 
wish  we  had  rather  left  unsaid :  nor  can  there  anything 
be  well  more  contrary  to  the  ends  for  which  people 
meet  together,  than  to  part  unsatisfied  with  each  other 
or  diemselves. 

There  are  two  faults  in  conversation,  which  appear 
▼ery  different,  yet  arise  from  the  same  root,  and  are 
equally  blameable ;  I  mean  an  impatience  to  interrupt 
otners;  and  the  uneasiness  of  being  interrupted  our- 
selves. The  two  chief  ends  of  conversation  are  to  en- 
tertain and  improve  those  we  are  among,  or  to  receive 
those  benefits  ourselves ;  which  whoever  will  consider, 
cannot  easily  run  into  either  of  these  two  errors :  be- 
cause, when  any  man  speaks  in  company,  it  is  to  be 
supposed  he  does  it  for  nis  hearers'  sake,  and  not  his 
own ;  so  that  common  discretion  will  teach  us  not  to 
force  their  attention,  if  they  are  not  willing  to  lend  it ; 
nor,  on  the  other  side,  to  interrupt  him  who  is  in  pos- 
session, because  that  is  in  the  grossest  manner  to  give 
the  preference  to  our  own  good  sense. 

Toere  are  some  people  whose  good  manners  will  not 
suffer  them  to  interrupt  you,  but,  what  is  almost  as 
bad,  will  discover  abundance  of  impatience,  and  lie 
upon  the  watch  until  you  have  done,  because  they  have 
started  something  in  their  own  thoughts,  which  they 
long  to  be  delivered  of.  Meantime,  they  are  so  far 
from  regarding  what  passes,  that  their  imaginations  are 
wholly  turned  upon  what  they  have  in  reserve,  for  fear 
it  should  slip  out  of  their  memory ;  and  thus  they  con- 
fine their  invention,  which  might  otherwise  range  over 
a  hundred  things  fbll  as  good,  and  that  might  be  much 
more  naturally  introduced. 

There  is  a  sort  of  rude  familiarity,  which  some  people, 
by  practising  among  their  intimates,  have  introduced 
into  their  general  conversation,  and  would  have  it  pass 
for  innocent  freedom  or  humour ;  which  is  a  dangerous 
experiment  in  our  northern  climate,  where  all  the  little 
decorum  and  politeness  we  have  are  purely  forced  by 
art,  afad  are  so  ready  to  lapse  into  harbwity.  This, 
among  the  Romans,  was  the  raillery  of  slaves,  of  which 
we  have  many  instanrfs  in  Plautus.  It  seems  to  have 
been  introduced  among  us  by  Cromwell,  who,  by  pre- 
ferring the  scum  of  the  peofde^  made  it  a  court  enter-  | 


tainment,  of  which  I  have  heard  many  parttenlan ;  and, 
considering  all  things  were  turned  upside  down,  it  waa 
reasonable  and  judicious:  although  it  was  a  piece  of 
policy  found  out  to  ridicule  a  point  of  honour  in  Hit 
other  extreme^  when  the  smallest  word  misplaced  anumg 
gentlemen  ended  in  a  duel. 

There  are  some  men  excellent  at  telling  a  story,  sbcI 
provided  with  a  plentiful  stock  of  them,  which  they 
can  draw  out  upon  occasion  in  all  companies;  sod, 
considoring  how  low  conversation  runs  now  am<H^  w, 
it  is  not  altogether  a  contemptible  talent ;  however,  it  is 
subject  to  two  unavoidable  defects,  frequent  repetition, 
and  being  soon  exhausted ;  so  tfiat,  whoever  valiwi  thb 
gift  in  himself,  has  need  of  a  good  memory,  and  ou^t 
ftequently  to  ^ft  his  company,  that  he  may  not  dtt* 
cover  the  weakness  of  his  fund ;  for  thoee  who  are  tba 
endued  have  seldom  any  other  revenue,  but  live  upoo 
the  main  stock. 

Great  speakers  in  public  are  leldom  agreeable  in 
private  conversation,  whether  their  faculty  be  ostonl, 
or  acquired  by  practice,  and  often  venturing;  Nstonl 
elocution,  although  it  may  seem  a  paiadox,  osuallj 
springs  from  a  barrenness  of  invention,  and  of  wordi; 
by  which  men  who  have  only  one  stock  of  notions  ii|Na 
every  subject,  and  one  set  of  phrases  to  express  them  in, 
they  swim  upon  the  superficiei^  and  offer  tfaemsdva  on 
every  occasion ;  therefore  men  of  much  learning,  sod 
who  know  the  compass  of  a  language,  are  gencrsHy 
the  worst  talkers  on  a  sudden,  until  much  practioe  fasJ 
inured  and  emboldened  them ;  because  they  are  ooo* 
founded  with  plenty  of  matter,  variety  of  notioDS  snd 
of  words,  which  they  cannot  readily  choose,  but  ai« 
perplexed  and  entangled  by  too  great  a  choice;  whicb 
IS  no  disadvantage  in  private  conversation ;  where,  on 
the  other  side,  the  talent  of  haranguing  is^  of  allotheo, 
most  unsuppcntable. 

Nothing  has  spoiled  men  more  for  conversation  ihsn 
the  character  of  being  wits;  to  support  which  they 
never  foil  of  encouraging  a  nimober  of  foUoweis  snd 
admirers,  who  list  thcnnsdves  in  their  service^  wheraa 
they  find  their  accounts  on  both  sides  by  pleasing  their 
mutual  vanity.  This  has  given  the  fonncr  such  so  air 
of  superiority,  and  made  the  latter  so  pagmatical,  that 
neither  of  them  ave  well  to  be  endured.  I  My  nothinf 
here  of  the  itch  of  dispute  and  contradiction,  telling  of 
lies,  or  of  those  who  are  troubled  with  the  diseiie 
called  the  wandering  of  the  thoughts,  ao  that  theyve 
never  present  in  mind  at  what  passes  in  discourse;  for 
whoever  labours  under  any  of  these  possessions,  ii  ti 
unfit  for  conversation  as  a  madman  in  Bedlam. 

I  think  I  have  gone  over  most  of  the  errors  in  eon- 
▼ersation  that  have  fallen  under  my  notice  or  memory, 
except  some  that  are  merely  personal,  and  othen  too 
gross  to  need  exploding ;  such  as  lewd  or  pto&ne  talk : 
but  I  pretend  only  to  treat  the  erron  of  convcrsstioB  in 
general,  and  not  the  several  subjects  of  disconxse,  which 
would  be  infinite.  Thus  we  see  how  human  nature  is 
most  debased,  by  tlie  abuse  of  that  foculty  whidi  v 
held  the  great  distinction  between  men  and  brutes :  and 
how  little  advantage  we  make  of  that,  which  might  be 
the  greatest,  the  most  lasting,  and  the  most  innoooit, 
as  well  as  useful  pleasure  of  life :  in  defoult  of  which 
we  are  forced  to  take  up  with  those  poor  amusanents  of 
dress  and  visiting,  or  the  more  pernicious  ones  of  pUy. 
drink,  and  vicious  amours ;  whereby  the  nobility  sod 
gentry  of  both  sexes  are  entirely  eoirupted,  both  in  body 
and  mind,  and  have  lost  all  notions  of  lovc^  honour, 
friendship,  generosity :  which,  under  the  name  of  fiip* 
peries,  have  been  for  some  time  laughed  out  of  doon. 

This  degeneracy  of  conversation,  with  the  peroicioua 
consequences  thereof  upon  our  humours  ana  disposi- 
tions, nas  been  owing,  among  other  causea^  to  the  eoa- 
tom  arisen,  for  some  time  past,  of  exdiiding  womco 
horn  any  share  in  our  society,  furdierthan  in  paitiesat 
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pUy,  or  dancing,  or  in  tbe  miTiuit  of  an  amour.    I 
take  the  highest  period  of  politeness  in  England  (and 
it  it  of  the  same  date  in  France)  to  faaye  been  the  peace- 
ahlepaitof  king  Charles  I.'s  reign;  and  from  what 
we  read  of  those  times,  as  well  as  from  the  accomits  I 
bare  fonnerly  met  widi  from  some  who  lived  in  that 
court,  tbe  methods  then  used  for  raising  and  cultivating 
coDrenation  were  altogether  different  from  ours :  several 
ladiea,  whom  we  find  celebrated  by  tbe  poets  of  that 
age,  had  assemblies  at  their  houses,  where  persons  of 
the  bert  nndeistandtng,  and  of  both  sexes,  met  to  pass 
tbe  evenings  in  discoursing  upon  whatever  agreeable 
fttdjects were  occasionally  started;  and  although  we 
ire  apt  to  ridicule  the  sublime  Platonic  notions  they 
had,  or  personated,  in  love  and  friendship,  I  conceive 
their  Tefinements  were  grounded  upon  reason,  and  that 
a  little  grain  of  the  romance  b  no  ul  ingredient  to  pre- 
vrre  aiid  exalt  the  dignity  of  human  nature,  without 
whidi  it  is  apt  to  degenemte  into  everything  that  is 
Mrdidf  vicious,  and  low.    If  thero  were  no  other  use 
in  the  conversation  of  ladies,  it  is  sufficient  that  it  would 
liT  a  Rstiain  upon  those  odious  topics  of  immodesty 
sad  indecencies,  into  which  the  rudeness  of  our  northern 
smitu  is  BO  apt  to  ftdl.    And,  therefore,  it  is  observ- 
shle  in  those  sprightly  gentlemen  about  tbe  town,  who 
sie  10  very  dexterous  at  entertaining  a  visard  mask  in 
the  park  or  the  playhouse,  that  in  the   company  of 
Isdics  of  virtue  and  honour,  they  are  silent  and  dis- 
concerted, and  out  of  their  element 

There  are  some  people  who  think  they  sufSciently 
acquit  fbemsdves,  and  entertain  their  company,  with 
Kpfsting  fads  of  no  consequence,  nor  at  all  out  of  the 
rosd  of  such  common  incidents  as  happen  every  day ; 
and  this  I  have  observed  more  frequently  among  ^e 
Scots  than  any  other  nation,  who  are  very  careful  not 
to  omit  the  minutest  cironmstances  of  time  or  place ; 
which  kind  of  discourse^  if  it  were  not  a  little  rdieved 
hj  the  uncouth  terms  and  phrases,  as  well  as  accent 
and  gesture  peculiar  to  that  country,  would  be  hardly 
toloible.  It  is  not  a  fault  in  company  to  talk  much ; 
hot  to  continue  it  long  is  certainly  one ;  for,  if  the 
inajority  of  those  who  are  got  together  be  naturally 
lilent  or  cautious,  the  conversation  will  flag,  unless  it 
he  often  renewed  by  one  among  them,  who  can  start 
>>«v  labjects,  provided  he  does  not  dwell  upon  them, 
that  leave  room  for  answers  and  replies. 
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bia,^As  1  have  always  professed  a  friendship  for  yon, 
*i^  have  therefore  been  more  inquisitive  into  your 
ondttet  and  studies  than  is  usually  agreeable  to  young 
n«a«  so  1  must  own  I  am  not  a  little  pleased  to  find, 
hy  your  last  account,  that  you  have  entirely  bent  your 
uinighU  to  English  poetry  with  design  to  make  it 
yoor  pBofession  and  business.  Two  reasons  incline  me 
to  cneouiage  you  in  this  study ;  one  the  narrowness  of 
y^  IMsent  circumstances ;  the  other,  tbe  great  use 
«f  poeby  to  mankind  and  society,  and  in  every  em- 
pioyucot  of  life.  Upon  these  views  I  cannot  but 
•"•wnend  your  wise  resolution  to  withdraw  so  early 
uoni  (rthcr  unprofitable  and  severe  studies,  and  betake 
yoiaself  to  that  which,  if  you  have  good  luck,  will 
•dvsace  your  fortune  and  make  you  an  ornament  to 
your  friends  and  your  country.  It  may  be  your  justi- 
Jf*^i  and  further  encouragement,  to  consider,  that 
■*<wy,  ancient  or  modem,  cannot  furnish  you  an  in- 


stance of  one  person,  eminent  in  any  station,  who  was 
not  in  some  measure  versed  in  poetry,  or  at  least  a 
well-wisher  to  the  professors  of  it ;  neither  would  I 
despair  to  prove,  if  legally  called  thereto,  that  it  is  im- 
possible to  be  a  good  soldier,  divine,  or  lawyer,  or  even 
so  much  as  an  eminent  bellman  or  balladsinger,  with- 
out some  taste  of  poetry,  and  a  competent  skill  in 
versification  ;  but  I  say  the  less  of  this,  because  the  re- 
nowned sir  P.  Sidney  has  exhausted  the  subject  before 
me  in  his  Defence  of  Poesie,  on  which  I  shall  make 
no  other  remark  but  this,  that  he  argues  there  as  if  he 
really  believed  himself. 

For  my  own  part,  having  never  made  one  verse  since 
I  was  at  school,  where  I  suffered  too  much  for  my 
blunders  in  poetry  to  have  any  love  to  it  ever  since,  I 
am  not  able,  from  any  experience  of  my  own,  to  give 
you  those  instructions  you  desire ;  neither  will  I  de- 
clare (for  I  love  to  conceal  my  passions)  how  much  I 
lament  my  neglect  of  poetry  in  tnose  periods  of  my  life 
which  were  properest  for  improvements  in  that  orna- 
mental part  of  learning ;  besides,  my  age  and  infirmi- 
ties mignt  well  excuse  me  to  you,  as  being  unqualified 
to  be  your  writing-master,  with  spectacles  on  and  a 
shaking  hand.  However  that  I  may  not  be  altogether 
wanting  to  you  in  an  affair  of  so  much  importance  to 
your  credit  and  happiness,  I  shall  here  give  you  some 
scattered  thoughts  upon  tiie  subject,  such  as  I  have 
gathered  by  reading  and  observation. 

There  is  a  certain  littie  instrument,  the  first  of  those 
in  use  with  scholars,  and  the  meanest,  considering  the 
materials  of  it,  whetha*  it  be  a  joint  of  wbeaten  straw 
(the  old  Arcadian  pipe)  or  just  three  inches  of  slender 
wire,  or  a  stripped  feather,  or  a  corking-pin.  Further- 
more, this  same  diminutive  tool,  for  ^e  posture  of  it, 
usually  reclines  its  head  on  the  thumb  of  the  right 
hand,  sustains  the  foremost  finger  upon  its  breast,  and 
is  itself  supported  by  the  second.  This  is  commonly 
known  by  toe  name  of  a  fescue ;  I  shall  here,  there- 
fore, condescend  to  be  this  little  dementary  guide^  and 
point  out  some  particulars,  which  may  be  of  use  to  you 
m  your  hombooK  of  poetry. 

In  the  first  place,  I  am  not  yet  convinced  that  it  is 
at  all  necessary  for  a  modem  poet  to  believe  in  God,  or 
have  any  serious  sense  of  religion ;  and  in  this  article 
you  must  sive  me  leave  to  suspect  your  capacity  ;  be- 
cause religion  being  what  your  mother  taugnt  you,  you 
will  hardly  find  it  possible,  at  least  not  easy,  all  at  once 
to  get  over  those  early  prejudices,  so  far  as  to  think  it 
better  to  be  a  great  wit  than  a  good  Christian,  though 
herein  the  general  practice  is  against  you ;  so  that  if, 
upon  inquiry,  you  find  in  yourself  any  sudi  sofbiesses, 
owing  to  the  nature  of  your  education,  my  advice  is, 
that  you  forthwith  lay  dowti  your  pen,  as  having  no 
further  business  with  it  in  the  way  of  poetry ;  unless 
yoti  will  be  content  to  pass  for  an  insipid,  or  will  sub- 
mit to  be  hooted  at  by  your  fraternity,  or  can  disguise 
your  religion,  as  well-bred  men  do  their  learning,  in 
complaisance  to  company. 

For  poetry,  as  it  has  been  managed  for  some  years 
past  by  such  as  make  a  business  of  it,  (and  of  such 
only  I  speak  here,  for  I  do  not  call  bim  a  poet  that 
writes  for  his  diversion,  any  more  than  that  gentleman 
a  fiddler  who  amuses  himself  with  a  violin,)  I  say,  our 
poetry  of  late  lias  beoi  altogether  disengaged  from  the 
narrow  notions  of  virtue  and  piety,  because  it  has  been 
found  by  experience  of  our  professors,  that  the  smallest 

Siantity  of  religion,  like  a  smgle  drop  of  malt  liquor  in 
aret,  will  muddy  and  discompose  me  brightest  poeti- 
cal genius. 

Religion  supposes  heaven  and  hell,  the  word  of  God, 
and  sacraments,  and  twenty  other  circumstances, 
which,  taken  seriously,  are  a  wonderful  check  to  Wit 
and  humour,  and  such  as  a  tme  poet  cannot  possibly 
give  in  to,  with  a  saving  to  his  poetical  licence;  but 
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yet  it  M  neoesnry  for  him  that  othen  fhould  believe 
those  things  seriously  that  his  wit  mav  be  exercised  on 
their  wisdom  for  »o  doing ;  for  thoogh  a  wit  need  not 
have  religion,  religion  is  necessary  to  a  wit,  as  an 
instrument  is  to  the  hand  that  plays  upon  it ;  and  for 
this  the  modems  plead  the  example  of  their  great  idol 
Lucretius,  who  had  not  been  by  half  so  eminent  a  poet 
(as  he  truly  was)  but  that  he  stood  tiptoe  on  religion, 
ReHgio  pedilmt  nd^ecta,  and,  by  that  rising  ground, 
had  the  adrantBge  of  all  the  poets  of  his  own  or  fol- 
lowing times,  who  were  not  mounted  on  the  same 
pedestal. 

Besides,  it  is  further  to  be  observed,  that  Petronius, 
another  of  their  (avourites,  speaking  of  the  qualifica- 
tions of  a  good  poet,  insists  chiefly  on  the  lUter  apiritui  ; 
by  which  I  have  been  ignorsnt  enough  heretofore  to 
suppose  he  meant  a  good  invention,  or  great  compass 
of  thought  or  a  sprightly  imagination :  but  I  have 
learned  a  better  construction,  from  the  opinion  and 
practice  of  the  modems ;  and,  taking  it  literally  for  a 
free  spirit,  i. «.  a  spirit,  or  mind,  frae  or  disengaged 
from  all  prejudices  concerning  Qod,  religion,  and 
another  world,  it  is  to  me  a  plain  account  why  our 
present  set  of  poets  are,  and  hold  themselves  obliged 
to  be,  freethinkers. 

But,  although  I  cannot  recommend  religion  upon  the 
practice  of  some  of  our  most  eminent  English  poets, 
yet  I  can  justly  advise  you,  from  their  example^  to  be 
conversant  in  the  Scriptures,  and,  if  possible,  to  make 
yourself  entirely  master  of  them  ;  in  which,  however, 
I  intend  nothing  less  than  imposing  upon  you  a  tadc  of 
piety.  Far  be  it  from  me  to  desire  you  to  believe 
them,  or  lay  any  great  stress  upon  their  authority;  in 
that  you  may  do  as  you  think  fit ;  but  to  read  them 
as  a  piece  of  necessary  furniture  for  a  wit  and  a  poet ; 
which  is  a  very  difierent  view  from  that  of  a  Christian. 
For  I  have  made  it  my  observation,  that  the  greatest 
wits  have  been  the  best  textuaries :  our  modem  poets 
are  all,  to  a  man,  almost  as  weU  read  in  the  Scriptures 
as  some  of  our  divines,  and  often  abound  more  with 
the  phrase.  They  have  read  them  historically,  criti- 
cally, musically,  comically,  poetically,  and  every 
other  way  except  religiously,  and  have  found  their  ac- 
count in  doing  so.  For  the  Scriptures  are  undoubtedly 
a  frmd  of  wit,  and  a  subject  for  wit  You  may,  ac- 
cording to  the  modem  practice,  be  witty  upon  them, 
or  out  of  them ;  and,  to  speak  the  truth,  but  for  them, 
I  know  not  what  our  playwrights  would  do  for  images, 
allusions,  similitudes,  examples,  or  even  language  it- 
self. Shut  up  the  sacred  books,  and  I  would  be  bound 
our  wit  would  run  down  like  an  alarum,  or  faU  as  ^e 
itodcs  did,  and  ruin  half  the  poets,  in  these  kingdoms. 
And  if  that  were  Ihe  case,  how  would  most  of  that 
tribe,  (all,  I  think,  but  the  immortal  Addison,  who 
made  a  better  use  of  his  Bible,  and  a  few  more,) 
who  dealt  so  freely  in  that  fund,  rejoice  that  they 
bad  drawn  out- in  time,  and  left  the  present  generation 
of  poets  to  be  the  bubbles ! 

But  here  I  must  enter  one  caution,  and  desire  you 
to  take  notice,  that  in  this  advice  %3^  reading  the 
Scriptures,  I  had  not  the  least  thought  concerning  your 
qualification  that  way  for  poetical  orders;  which  I 
mention,  because  I  find  a  notion  of  that  kind  ad- 
vanced by  one  of  our  English  poets ;  and  is,  I  suppose, 
maintained  by  the  rest.  He  says  to  Spenser,  in  a  pre- 
tended vision, 

" ^With  handi  laid  on.  anUtia  me  fit 

For  the  great  cure  and  mluistry  of  wit" 

Which  passage  is,  in  mv  opinion,  a  notable  allusion  to 

the  Scriptures;  and,  nuuung  but  reasonable  allowances 

for  the  small  circumstance  of  profaneness,  bordering 

elose  upon  blasphemy,  is  inimitably  fine;  beside  some 

useful  discoveries  made  in  it,  as,  that  there  are  bishops  in 

poetry,  that  these  bishops  must  ordain  young  poets,  and 


with  laying  on  bands ;  and  that  poetry  is  a  cure  of 
souls;  and,  consequently  speaking,  those  who  have 
such  cures  ought  to  oe  poets,  and  too  often  aie  so :  aud 
indeed,  as  of  old,  poets  and  priests  were  one  and  tbe 
same  function,  the  alliance  of  those  ministerial  oflioei 
is  to  thb  day  happily  maintained  in  the  same  per* 
sons ;  and  this  I  tskke  to  be  the  only  justifiable  reaioo 
for  that  appellation  which  they  so  much  affect,  I  man 
the  modest  title  of  divine  poets.  However,  having 
never  been  present  at  the  ceremony  of  ordaining  to  dw 
priesthood  of  poetry,  I  own  I  have  no  notion  of  the 
thing,  and  shall  say  the  less  of  it  here. 

The  Scriptures  then  being  generally  both  the  feon* 
tain  and  su^ect  of  modem  wit,  I  could  do  no  ksstbn 
give  them  tne  peference  in  your  reading.  Alter  a 
thorough  acquaintance  with  them,  I  would  advise  yoa 
to  tum  your  thoughts  to  human  literature,  which  yet 
I  say  more  in  compliance  with  vulgar  opinions  thsQ 
according  to  my  own  sentiments. 

For,  indeed,  nothing  has  surprised  me  more  thso 

to  see  the  prejudices  of  mankind  as  to  this  matter  of 

human  learning,  who  have  gensially  thought  it  oeccs' 

sary  to  be  a  good  scholar,  in  order  to  be  a  good  poet; 

than  which  nothing  is  frdser  in  fitct,  or  more  oootniy 

to  practice  and  experience.    Neither  will  I  dispote 

the  matter  if  any  man  will  undertake  to  show  me  ooe 

professed  poet  now  in  being-  who  is  anything  of  what 

may  be  justly  called  a  scholar ;  or  is  the  worse  poet 

for  that,  but  perhaps  the  better,  for  being  so  bttlt 

encumbered  with  the  pedantry  of  learning:  it  is  true 

the  contrary  was  the  opinion  of  our  fisrefathers,  which 

we  of  this  age  have  devotion  enough  to  receive  from 

them  on  their  own  terms,  and  unexamined,  but  not 

sense  enough  to  perceive  it  was  a  gross  mistake  io 

them.    So  Horace  has  told  us : 

Seribendi  racte  Mpere  est  et  priadpium  ok  (bos. 
Rem  Ubl  SocratioB  poleruat  ortenaen)  chaito. 

But  to  see  the  difierent  casts  of  men's  heads,  some, 
not  inferior  to  that  poet  in  understanding,  (if  you  «UI 
take  their  own  word  fur  it,)  do  see  no  consequence  in 
this  rule,  and  are  not  ashamed  to  declare  themselTes 
of  a  contrary  opinion.  I^o  not  many  men  write  well 
in  common  account,  who  have  nothmg  of  that  prin- 
ciplef  Many  are  too  wise  to  be  poets,  and  otiwn  too 
much  poets  to  be  wise.  Must  a  man,  forsooth,  be  do 
less  than  a  philosopher  to  be  a  poet,  when  it  is  plain 
that  some  of  the  greatest  idiots  of  the  age  are  oor 
prettiest  performers  that  way  f  And  for  this  I  appeal 
to  the  judgment  and  obs^ation  of  mankind.  Sir 
P.  Sidney's  notable  remark  upon  this  nation  ma^  not 
be  improper  to  mention  here.  He  sam  <^  In  oor 
neighbour  countrr,  Ireland,  where  true  learning  goes 
vervbare,  yet  are  their  poets  held  in  devout  reverence  f 
which  shows,  that  learning  is  no  way  necessary  either 
to  the  making  of  a  poet,  or  judging  of  him.  Aiid 
further,  to  see  the  fate  of  things,  notwithstanding  oor 
leaming  here  is  as  bare  as  ever,  yet  are  our  poets  not 
held,  as  formerly,  in  devout  reverence;  but  are,  po- 
haps,  the  most  contemptible  race  of  mortals  now  in 
this  kingdom,  which  is  no  less  to  be  wondered  at  than 
lamented. 

Some  of  the  old  philosophers  were  poets,  as,  accord- 
ing to  the  forementioned  author,  Socrates  and  Plato 
were ;  which,  however,  is  what  I  did  not  know  before ; 
but  that  does  not  say  that  all  poets  are,  or  that  say 
need  be,  philosophers,  otherwise  than  as  those  are  so 
called  who  are  a  little  out  at  the  elbows.  In  which 
sense  the  great  Shakespeare  might  have  been  a  philo- 
sopher; but  was  no  scholar  yet  was  an  excellent  poet. 
Neither  do  I  think  a  late  most  judicious  critic  so  much 
mistaken,  as  others  do,  in  advancing  this  opinion,  that 
<'  Shakespeare  had  been  a  worse  poet,  had  he  been  a 
better  scholar :"  and  sir  W.  Davenant  is  another  in- 
stance in  the  same  kind.    Nor  must  it  be  fuigottai 
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thtt  Hah)  VM  an  avowed  enemy  to  poets;  which  is, 
pcriiapi,  tkt  leaaon  why  poets  haTe  been  always  at 
cnmi^  with  his  profession ;  and  have  rqected  all 
\tanw§  sod  pbiloaoiihy,  for  the  sake  of  that  one  philo> 
•opiMr.  As  I  tikke  the  matter,  neither  philoeophy,  nor 
anj  dhC  of  learning  is  more  necessary  to  poetry 
(wiu^  if  yon  will  beliere  the  same  author,  is  "  the 
lam  of  tU  kammg  ")  than  to  know  the  theory  of  light 
aod  tiM  sersnl  proportions  and  diTersificationa  of  it  in 
(wticdsr  cokKUB  b  to  a  good  painter. 

Wboesi^  therefora,  a  certain  author,  called  Petro- 
nhii  Arbiter,  going  upon  the  same  mistake,  has  con- 
ddeotly  declared,  that  one  ingredient  of  a  good  poet  is 
"  8NM  imgaUi  Uttrarttm  Jluming  immdata  f*  I  do  on 
(he  oooCrvy  declare,  that  this  his  assertion  ([to  apeak 
of  it  in  the  softest  terms)  is  no  better  than  an  invidious 
ami  unhandsome  reflection  on  all  the  gentlemen 
poets  of  thsM  times :  for,  with  Ids  good  leave,  much 
leis  than  a  flood  or  inundation  will  serve  the  turn ; 
aod,  to  aiy  certain  knowledge,  some  of  our  greatest 
witi  to  jour  poetical  way  have  not  as  much  real 
learniof  as  would  cover  a  sixpence  in  the  bottom  of  a 
Uiio;  ttor  do  I  think  the  worse  of  them;  for,  to 
ipaak  my  private  opinion,  I  am  for  every  man's  work- 
ing upon  his  own  materiala,  and  producing  only  what 
W  eu  find  within  himself,  which  is  commonly  a 
b«Ucr  stock  than  die  owner  knows  it  to  be.  I  think 
flovos  of  wit  ought  to  spring,  as  those  in  a  garden  do, 
tn«D  their  own  root  and  stem,  without  foreign  assist- 
VKt,  I  would  have  a  man's  wit  rather  like  a  foun- 
tain, that  feeds  itsdf  inviaibly,  than  a  river  that  is 
wpplied  by  several  atieama  from  abroad. 

Or  if  it  be  neeeaaary,  as  the  case  is  [with  some 
Uim  wits,  to  take  in  the  thoughts  of  others  in  order 
dp  dnv  fortib  their  own,  as  dry  pumps  will  not  play 
dQ  water  is  thrown  into  them ;  in  that  necessity,  I 
voold  recommend  aome  of  the  approved  standard 
authofs  of  antiquity  for  your  perusal,  aa  a  poet  and  a 
*it«  bccaose,  maggots  being  what  you  look  for,  as 
BMakejs  do  for  vermin  in  their  keepers'  heads,  you 
vil]  (bd  they  abound  in  good  old  authors,  aa  in  rich 
oid  ebceae,  not  in  the  new ;  and  for  that  reason  you 
nuit  have  the  classic^  especially  the  moat  worm* 
oteB  of  tbeot,  often  in  your  hands. 

But  with  this  caution,  Hud  you  are  not  to  uae  those 
tt^cnli,  as  unlucky  lada  do  their  old  fathers,  and 
iBa^e  BO  oooaeience  of  picking  their  pockets  and  pil- 
^iof  them.  Your  buamess  is  not  to  steal  from  them, 
but  to  improve  upon  them,  and  make  their  senti- 
'"^ndjoor  own;  which  is  an  effect  of  great  judg- 
ont;  and,  though  difficult,  yet  very  possible,  without 
the  scurvy  imputation  of  filching;  for  I  humbly 
^Boettn,  though  I  light  my  candle  at  my  neighbour's 
fise,  that  does  ix>C  alter  the  property,  or  snake  the 
*i<^  the  wax,  or  the  flame,  or  the  whole  candle  less 
*yowi. 

Poaaibly  you  may  think  it  a  very  severe  task,  to 
"K^^c  at  a  competent  knowledge  of  so  many  of  the 
aocieoti  as  excel  in  their  way ;  and  it  would  indeed  be 
"^17  «»,  but  for  the  short  and  easy  method  lately  found 
^of  ahstractSy  abridgments,  summaries,  &c.,  which]are 
*<^>iBUe  cxpedienta  for  being  very  learned  with  little 
«  DO  leading ;  and  have  the  aame  use  with  buming- 
f^'^es  to  ooQect  tfie  diffbsed  rays  of  wit  and  learning 
itt  utlMua,  and  make  them  point  with  warmth  and 
qoickDcoB  upon  the  reader's  imagination.  And  to  this 
j*  brarly  related  that  other  modm  device  of  consulting 
n^cs,  which  is  to_read  books  Hebraically,  and  begin 
*hae  odicis  usually  end.  And  this  is  a  compendious 
viy  of  ooaaing  to  an  acquaintance  with  authors ;  for 
authon  are  to  be  used  like  lobsters,  you  must  look 
f(«  the  best  meat  in  the  tails,  and  lay  the  bodies  back 
a^ain  ia  the  dish.  Your  cunningest  thieves  (and  what 
^  an  leaden^  who  only  read  to  borrow,  i. «.  to  ateal,} 


use  to  cut  off  tht?  portmanteau  from  behind,  without 
staying  tu  dive  into  the  pockets  of  the  owner.  Lastly, 
you  are  taught  thus  much  in  the  very  elements  of 
philosophy;  for  one  of  the  finest  rules  in  logic  is, 
Fmit  eH  primae*  in  vntentione. 

The  learned  world  is  therefore  moat  highly  indebted 
to  a  late  painful  and  judicious  editor  of  the  classics, 
who  has  laboured  in  that  new  way  with  exceeding 
felicity.  Every  author,  by  his  management,  sweats 
under  himself,  .being  overloaded  with  Us  own  index, 
and  carries,  like  a  north-country  pedlar,  all  his  sub- 
stance and  furniture  upon  his  back,  and  with  as  great 
variety  of  trifles.  To  him  let  aJl  young  students 
make  their  compliments  for  so  much  time  and  pains 
saved  in  the  pursuit  of  useful  knowledge ;  for  whoever 
shortens  a  road,  is  a  benefactor  to  the  public,  and  to 
every  particular  person  who  has  occasion  to  travel 
that  way. 

But  to  proceed,  1  have  lamented  nothing  more  in 
my  time  than  the  disuse  of  some  ingenious  little  plays 
in  fashion  with  young  folks  when  I  was  a  boy,  and 
to  which  the  great  facility  of  that  age,  above  ours,  in 
composing,  was  certainly  owing :  and  if  anything  has 
brought  a  damp  upon  the  versification  of  these  times, 
we  have  no  further  than  this  to  go  for  the  cause  of  it. 
Now,  could  these  sports  be  happily  revived,  1  am  of 
opinion  your  wisest  course  would  be  to  apply  your 
thoughts  to  &em,  and  never  fail  to  make  a  party  wlien 
you  can,  in  those  profitable  diversions.  For  example, 
crambo  is  of  extraordinary  use  to  good  rhyming,  and 
rhyming  is  what  1  have  ever  accounted  the  very 
essential  of  a  good  poet ;  and  in  that  notion  I  am  not 
singular ;  for  die  aforesaid  sir  P.  Sidney  has  declared 
**That  Uie  chief  life  of  modem  versifying  consists  in 
the  like  sounding  of  words,  which  we  call  rhyme  ;^ 
which  is  an  authority,  either  without  exception,  or 
above  any  reply.  Wherefore,  you  are  ever  to  try  a 
good  poem  as  you  would  sound  a  pipkin ;  and  if  it 
rings  well  upon  the  knuckle,  be  sure  there  is  no  flaw 
in  it.  Verse  without  rhyme,  is  a  body  without  a  soul, 
(for  the  "  chief  life  consisteth  in  the  rhyme/*)  or  a  bell 
without  a  clapper ;  which,  in  strictness,  is  no  bell,  aa 
being  neither  of  use  nor  delight.  And  the  same  ever 
honoured  knight,  with  so  musical  an  ear,  had  that 
veneration  for  the  tunableness  and  fthiming  of  verse, 
that  he  speaks  of  a  poet  as  one  that  has  "  the  reverend 
title  oi  a  rhymer."  Our  celebrated  Milton  has  done 
these  nations  great  prejudice  in  this  particular,  having 
spoiled  as  many  reverend  rhymers,  by  his  example,  as 
he  has  made  real  poets. 

For  which  reason  I  am  overjoyed  to  hear  that  a 
very  ingenious  youth  of  this  town  is  now  upon  the 
useful  design  (for  which  he  is  never  enough  to  be 
commended,)  of  bestowing  rhyme  upon  Milton's 
'*  Paradise  Lost,"  which  wrill  make  the  poem,  in  that 
only  defective,  more  heroic  and  sonorous  than  it 
hitherto  haa  been.  I  wish  the  gentleman  success  in 
the  performance;  and,  as  it  is  a  work  in  which  a 
young  man  could  not  be  more  happily  employed,  or 
appear  in  with  greater  advantage  to  his  character, 
so  1  am  c(nicemed  that  it  did  not  fall  out  to  be  your 
province. 

With  much  the  same  view,  I  would  recommend  to 
you  the  witty  play  of  picturea  and  mottoes,  whicb 
will  furnish  your  imagination  with  great  store  of 
images  and  suitable  devices.  We  of  these  kingdoms 
have  found  our  account  in  this  diversion,  as  little  as 
we  consider  or  acknowledge  it ;  for  to  this  we  owe  our 
eminent  felicity  in  posies  of  rings,  mottoes  of  snuff*- 
boxes,  the  humours  of  sign-posts,  witii  their  elegant 
inscriptions,  &c. ;  in  which  kind  of  productions  not 
aiiv  nation  in  the  world,  no  not  tlie  Dutch  themselves, 
will  presume  to  rival  us. 

For  much  the  same  reason  it  may  be  proper  for  you 
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to  have  some  insight  into  the  play  called,  "  What  it  it 
like  Y^  as  of  great  use  in  common  practice  to  quicken 
slow  capacities,  and  improve  the  quickest;  but  the 
chief  end  of  it  is  to  supply  the  fancy  with  varieties  of 
similies  for  all  subjects.  It  will  teach  you  to  bring 
things  to  a  likeness,  which  have  not  the  least  imaginable 
conformity  in  nature,  which  is  properly  creation,  and 
the  very  business  of  a  poet,  as  his  name  implies ;  and 
let  me  tell  you,  a  good  poet  can  no  more  be  without  a 
stock  of  similies  by  him  than  a  shoemaker  without  his 
lasts.  He  should  have  them  sited,  and  ranged,  and 
hung  up  in  order  in  his  shop,  ready  for  all  customers, 
and  shaped  to  the  feet  of  all  sorts  of  verse ;  and  here  I 
could  more  fully  (and  I  long  to  do  it)  insist  upon  the 
wonderful  harmony  and  resemblance  between  a  poet 
and  a  shoemaker  in  many  circumstances  common  to 
both ;  such  as  the  binding  of  their  temples,  the  stuff 
they  work  upon,  and  the  paring-knife  tney  use,  &c., 
but  that  I  would  not  digress,  nor  seem  to  trifle  in  so 
serious  a  matter. 

Now,  I  say,  if  you  apply  yourself  to  these  diminutive 
sports  (not  to  mention  others  of  equal  ingenuity,  such 
as  draw  gloves,  croai  purposes,  questions  and  commands, 
and  the  rest),  it  is  not  to  be  conceived  what  benefit  (of 
nature)  you  will  find  by  them,  and  how  they  will  open 
the  body  of  your  invention.  To  these  devote  your 
spare  hours,  or  rather  spare  all  your  hours  to  them,  and 
then  you  will  act  as  becomes  a  wise  man,  and  make 
even  diversions  an  improvement ;  like  the  inimitable 
management  of  the  bee,  which  does  the  whole  business 
of  life  at  once,  and  at  the  same  time  both  feeds,  and 
works,  and  diverts  itself. 

Your  own  prudence  will,  I  doubt  not,  direct  you  to 
take  a  place  every  evening  among  the  ingenious,  in  the 
comer  of  a  certain  coffeehouse  in  this  town,  where  you 
will  receive  a  turn  equally  right  as  to  wit,  religion,  and 
politics ;  as  likewise  to  be  as  frequent  at  the  playhouse 
as  you  can  afford  without  selling  your  books.  For,  in 
our  chaste  theatre,  even  Cato  himself  might  sit  to  the 
falling  of  the  curtain :  besides,  you  will  meet  sometimes 
with  tolerable  conversation  among  the  players :  they  are 
such  a  kind  of  men  as  may  pass,  upon  the  same  sort  of 
capacities,  for  wits  off  the  stage,  as  they  do  for  fine 
gentlemen  u{N)n  it.  Betides  that,  I  have  known  a  factor 
deal  in  as  good  ware,  and  sell  as  cheap,  as  the  merchant 
himself  that  employs  him. 

Add  to  this  the  expediency  of  furnishing  out  your 
shelves  with  a  choice  collection  of  modem  miscellanies, 
in  the  gayest  edition ;  and  of  reading  all  sorts  of  plays, 
especially  the  new,  and  above  all,  those  of  our  own 
growth,  printed  by  subscription ;  in  which  article  of 
Irish  manufacture,  I  readily  agree  to  the  late  proposal, 
and  am  altogether  for  "rejecting  and  renouncing  every- 
thing that  comes  from  England.*'  To  what  purpose 
should  we  go  thither  for  coals  or  poetry,  when  we  have 
a  vein  within  ourselves  equally  good  and  more  con- 
venient f     Lastly, 

A  commonplace  book  is  what  a  provident  poet  can- 
not subsist  without,  for  this  proverbial  reason,  that 
**  great  wits  have  short  memories  ;**  and  whereas,  on 
the  other  hand,  poets,  being  liars  by  profession,  ought 
to  have  good  memories ;  to  reconcile  these,  a  book  of 
titis  sort  is  in  the  nature  of  a  supplemental  memory,  or 
a  record  of  what  occurs  remarlcable  in  every  day's 
reading  or  conversation.  There  you  enter  not  only 
your  own  original  thoughts  (which,  a  hundred  to  one, 
are  few  and  insignificant),  but  such  of  other  men*s  as 
you  think  fit  to  make  your  own,  by  entering  them 
there.  For,  take  this  for  a  rule,  when  an  author  is  in 
your  books,  you  have  the  same  demand  upon  him  for 
his  wit  as  a  merchant  has  for  your  money  when  you 
are  in  his. 

By  these  few  and  easy  prescriptions  (wifii  the  help 
of  a  good  genius),  it  is  possible  you  may,  in  a  short 


time,  arrive  at  the  aecompUshmenta  of  a  poet,  snd 
shine  in  that  character.  As  for  your  manner  of  con* 
]iosing,  and  choice  of  subjects,  I  cannot  take  upou  mr 
to  be  your  director ;  but  I  will  venture  to  give  yoa 
some  short  hints,  which  you  may  enlarge  upon  st  year 
leisure.  Let  me  entreat  you,  then,  by  no  mcau  to  liy 
aside  that  notion  peculiar  to  our  modem  refiam  iii 
poetry,  which  is,  that  a  poet  must  never  write  ordth 
course  as  the  ordinary  part  of  mankind  do,  kt  n 
number  and  verse,  as  an  ormde ;  which  I  mcntiott  tbe 
rather,  because,  upon  this  principle,  I  have  iwm 
heroes  brought  into  the  pulpit,  and  a  whole  Mratoo 
composed  and  delivered  in  blank  verse,  to  the  na 
credit  of  the  preacher,  no  less  than  the  real  eotettaiif 
merit  and  great  edification  of  the  audience ;  the  nort 
of  which  I  take  to  be  diis :  when  the  matter  of  nick 
discourses  is  but  mere  clay,  or,  as  we  usually  call  it, 
sad  stuff,  the  preacher,  who  can  afford  no  better,  wistl; 
moulds,  and  polishes,  and  dries,  and  washes  tfai»  \nKt 
of  earthenware,  and  then  bakes  it  with  poetic  lift: 
after  which  it  will  ring  like  any  pancrock,  and  v  i 
good  dish  to  set  before  common  guests,  as  every  oor- 
gregation  is  that  comes  io  often  for  entertainment  to  ooe 
place. 

lliere  was  a  good  old  custom  in  use,  which  oar 
ancestors  had,  of  invoking  the  muses  at  the  cDtrsoccflf 
their  poems;  I  suppose,  by  way  of  craving  a  blenug : 
this  the  graceless  modems  have  in  a  great  ncasure  laid 
aside,  but  are  not  to  be  fbllowed  in  that  poetical  im- 
piety ;  for,  although  to  nice  ears  such  invocation  oa; 
sound  harsh  and  disagreeable  (as  tuning  instiuBieiiti  ii 
before  a  concert),  they  are  equally  neoevuy.  Again, 
you  must  not  fail  to  dress  your  muse  in  a  fonhcad 
cloth  of  Greek  or  Latin ;  I  mean,  you  are  alwsyi  to 
make  use  of  a  quaint  motto  to  all  your  compoaitios; 
for,  beside  that  this  artifice  bespeaks  the  reader  t  opinion 
of  the  writer's  learning,  it  is  omerwise  useftil  sod  ood* 
mendable.  A  bright  passage  in  the  front  of  a  poas  a 
a  good  mark,  like  a  star  in  a  horse*s  fate;  sod  tW 
piece  will  certainly  go  off  the  better  for  it  The  « 
mama  aonahtntm,  which,  if  I  remember  right,  Hdoa 
makes  one  qualification  of  a  good  poet,  may  teach  ycs 
not  to  gag  your  muse,  or  stint  yourself  in  woidi  aad 
epithets  which  cost  you  nothing,  contrary  to  the  |iv 
tice  of  some  few  out-of-the-way  writera^  who  we  * 
natural  and  concise  expression,  and  affect  a  atyle  l^t 
unto  a  Shrewsbury  cake,  short  and  sweet  opoo  ik 
palate ;  they  will  not  afford  you  a  word  raoic  than  v 
necessary  to  make  them  intelligible,  which  is  sa  potr 
and  niggardly  as  it  would  be  to  set  down  no  neif 
meat  than  your  company  will  he  sore  t»  est  ||^ 
Words  are  but  lackeys  to  s^nse,  and  will  danoe  stt«i>- 
dance  without  wages  or  comptdsion ;  Ftrhm  am  mat!* 
tequentur. 

Furthermore,  when  you  set  about  componng)  it  wj 
be  necessary  for  your  ease,  and  better  distillstiott  o< 
wit,  to  put  on  your  worst  clothes,  and  the  woiae  w 
better ;  for  an  author,  like  a  limbeck,  will  yieW  »• 
better  for  having  a  rag  about  him :  besides  that,  I  hare 
observed  a  gardener  cut  the  ontwaid  rind  ofa^n^ 
(which  is  the  surtout  of  it)  to  make  it  bctf  v'^l- 
and  this  is  a  natural  account  of  the  usual  povevty  vf 
poets,  and  is  an  argument  why  wita,  of  all  men  liriof* 
ought  to  be  ill  clad.  I  have  always  a  saaed  vo^ 
ration  for  any  one  I  observe  to  be  a  little  out  of  >*?■'' 
in  his  person,  as  supposing  him  either  a  poet  or  a 
philosopher;  because  tiie  richest  minerals  are  erir 
found  under  the  most  ragged  and  withend  soifsce  « 
the  earth. 

As  for  your  choice  of  subjects,  I  have  only  to  pr' 
you  this  caution  :  that  as  a  handsome  way  nf  yni^^-^ 
is  certainly  the  most  difllcult  point  in  writing  or  «|«a** 
ing,  I  would  by  no  means  advise  any  young  mw  •* 
make  his  first  essay  in  panegyric,  beside  tbe  danger^' 
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It:  for  a  pizdcukr  enoomium  is  ever  attended  with 
more  fll-wfll  dian  any  general  invective,  for  which  I 
iwed  five  no  reaKma ;  wherefore  my  couniel  is,  that 
you  nw  the  pofait  of  your  nen,  not  the  feather :  let  yotir 
tint  attempt  be  a  coup  d'tclai  in  the  way  of  a  libel, 
laiDpooo,  cr  Mtire.  Knock  down  half  a  score  reputa- 
boia,  nd  you  will  infallibly  raise  your  own ;  and  so 
it  be  with  wit,  no  matter  with  how  little  justice ;  for 
fictioD  it  yoor  trade« 

Kvfrj  peat  genius  seems  to  ride  upon  mankind,  like 
Pyniius  OQ  his  elephant;  and  the  way  to  have  the 
•htolofee  ascnidant  of  your  resty  nag,  and  to  keep  your 
•eit  ii,  at  your  first  mounting,  to  afford  him  the  whip 
and  span  plmtifully ;  after  which,  you  may  travel  the 
Rst  of  the  day  wi&  great  alacrity.  Once  kick  the 
worlU,  and  the  world  and  you  will  live  together  at  a 
naaoDshle  good  understanding.  You  cannot  but  know 
that  Ifacis  of  your  profession  have  been  called  gtmu 
trritaiik  toAmi;  and  you  will  find  it  necessary  to 
qualify  yoonelf  ibr  ^t  waspish  society,  by  exerting 
yoor  taJent  of  satire  upon  tne  first  occasion,  and  to 
abandon  good  nature  only  to  prove  yourself  a  true 
pMt,  wiuch  yon  will  allow  to  be  a  valuable  consider- 
ation :  in  a  word,  a  young  robber  is  usually  entered  by 
a  murder;  a  joung  hound  is  blooded  when  he  comes 
fint  into  the  field ;  a  young  bully  begins  with  killing 
kU  man ;  and  a  young  poet  must  show  his  wit,  as  the 
•tbff  bis  covage,  by  cutting,  and  slashing,  and  laying 
about  bin,  and  banging  mankind. 

Lastly,  It  wiU  be  your  wisdom  to  look  out  betimes 
fiiT  a  good  service  for  your  muse,  according  to  her  skill 
and  qualifications,  whether  in  the  nature  of  a  dairymaid, 
a  fook,  or  charwoman :  I  mean,  to  hire  out  your  pen 
to  a  iwty,  which  will  afford  you  both  pay  and  protec- 
ticn:  and  when  yon  have  to  do  with  the  press  (as  you 
will  long  to  be  there),  take  care  to  bespeak  an  impor- 
tnaatc  friend,  to  extmt  your  productions  with  an 
ifMable  violence ;  and  which,  according  to  the  cue 
^sen  you,  you  must  surrender  diaito  mak  perti- 
■so;  there  it  a  decency  in  this;  for  it  no  more  be- 
<«MS  an  andior,  in  modesty,  to  have  a  hand  in  pub> 
^ing  hk  own  works  than  a  woman  in  labour  to  lay 
boetf. 

1  voold  be  very  loath  to  give  the  least  umbrage  or 
ofciee  by  what  1  have  here  said,  as  1  may  do,  if  I 
Amid  be  thought  to  insinuate  that  these  circumstances 
o^ftiod  writing  have  been  unknown  to,  or  not  observed 
^<  the  poets  of  this  kingdom  :  I  will  do  my  country- 
tn  the  iostice  to  »y,  they  have  written  by  the  fore- 
Soing  nues  with  mat  exactness,  and  so  ikr  as  hardly 
t»  coot  behind  thoee  of  &eir  profession  in  England, 
u  peifeetioD  of  low  writing.  The  sublime,  indeed,  is 
M(  so  eoouneu  with  us ;  but  ample  amends  is  made 
(or  that  want,  in  great  abundance  of  the  admirable  and 
*">aiing,  which  apnears  in  all  our  compositions.  Our 
^*ry  good  friend  (the  knight  aforesud),  sneaking  of  the 
^"^  of  poetry,  mentions  **  rhyming  to  death,  which 
'ad4«  he)  is  said  to  be  done  in  Ireland;"  and,  truly, 
to  oor  honour  be  it  spoken,  that  power,  in  a  great  mea- 
"u««  coDtinacs  with  us  to  this  day. 

I  would  now  offer  some  poor  thoughts  of  mine  for 
^  Aooaiagement  of  poetry  in  this  kingdom,  if  1 
auld  hope  diey  would  be  agreeable.  I  have  had 
**Ay  an  aching  heart  for  the  ill  plight  of  that  noble 
Iv^Mon  beie;  and  it  has  been  my  late  and  early 
*Mt  how  to  bring  it  into  better  circumstances.  An(^ 
*^ff  considering  what  monstrous  wits,  in  the  poetic 
*'Ti  do  almost  daily  start  up  and  surprise  us  in  this 
tovD ;  what  prodigious  geniuses  we  have  here  (of  which 
I  cooUi  give  instances  without  number),  and  withal  of 
whit  great  benefit  it  nuiy  be  to  our  trade  to  encourage 
fnat  acieooehere,  for  it  is  plain  our  linen  manufacture 
»adTmced  by  the  great  waste  of  paper  made  by  our 
P**at  set  of  peela ;  not  to  mention  other  neceaary 


uses  of  the  same  to  shopkeepers,  especially  grocers, 
apothecaries,  and  pastrycooks,  and  I  might  add,  but 
for  our  writers,  the  nation  would  in  a  little  time  be 
utterly  destitute  of  bum-fodder,  and  must  of  necessity 
import  the  same  from  England  and  Holland,  where 
they  have  it  in  great  abundance,  by  the  indefatigable 
labour  of  their  own  wits :  I  say,  these  things  considered, 
I  am  humbly  of  opinion  it  would  be  worth  the  care 
of  our  goveroors  to  cherish  gentlemen  of  the  quill,  and 
give  them  all  proper  encouragements  here.  And,  since 
I  am  upon  the  subject,  I  shall  speak  my  mind  very 
freely,  and  if  I  add  saucily,  it  is  no  more  than  my 
birtburight  as  a  Briton. 

Seriously,  then,  I  have  many  years  lamented  tlie 
want  of  a  Grub-street  in  this  our  large  and  polite  city, 
unless  the  whole  may  be  called  one.  And  this  I  have 
accounted  an  unpardonable  defect  in  our  constitotion, 
ever  since  I  had  any  opinions  I  could  call  my  own. 
Every  one  knows  Grub-street  is  a  market  for  small 
ware  in  wit,  and  as  necessary,  considering  the  usual 
purgings  of  the  human  brain,  as  the  nose  is  upon  a 
man  s  face :  and  for  the  same  reason,  we  have  here  a 
court,  a  college,  a  playhouse,  and  beautiful  ladies, 
and  fine  gentlemen,  and  good  claret,  and  abundance 
of  pens,  ink,  and  paper,  clear  of  taxes,  and  every  other 
circumstance  to  provoke  wit;  and  yet  those  whose 
province  it  is  have  not  thought  fit  to  appoint  a  place 
for  evacuations  of  it,  which  is  a  very  hard  case,  as  may 
be  judged  by  comparisons. 

And  truly  this  defect  has  been  attended  with  un- 
speakable inconveniences ;  for,  not  to  mention  the  pre- 
judice done  to  the  commonwealth  of  letters,  I  am  of 
opinion  we  suffer  in  our  health  by  it :  I  believe  our 
corrupted  air  and  frequent  thick  fogs  are  in  a  great 
measure  owing  to  the  common  exposal  of  our  wit ;  and 
that,  with  good  management,  our  poetical  vapours 
might  be  carried  off  in  a  common  drain,  and  fall  into 
one  quarter  of  the  town  without  infecting  the  whole,  as 
the  case  is  at  present,  to  the  great  offence  of  our  nobility 
and  gentry,  and  others  of  nice  noses.  When  writers  of 
all  sixes,  like  freemen  of  the  city,  are  at  liberty  to  throw 
out  their  filth  and  excrementitious  productions  in  every 
street  as  they  please,  what  can  the  consequence  be,  but 
that  the  town  must  be  poisoned,  and  become  such  an- 
other Jakes,  as,  by  report  of  great  travellers,  Edinburgh 
is  at  night ;  a  thing  well  to  be  considered  in  these  pes- 
tilential times. 

I  am  not  of  the  society  for  reformation  of  manners, 
but,  without  that  pragmatical  title,  1  should  be  glad  to 
see  some  amendment  in  the  matter  before  us;  where- 
fore, I  humbly  bespeak  the  favour  of  the  lord  mayor, 
the  court  of  aldermen,  and  common  council,  together 
with  the  whole  circle  of  arts  in  this  town,  and  do  re- 
commend this  affair  to  their  most  political  considera- 
tion ;  and  I  persuade  myself  they  will  not  be  wanting 
in  their  best  endeavours,  when  they  can  serve  two  such 
good  ends  at  once,  as  both  to  keep  the  town  sweet  and 
encourage  poetry  in  it.  Neither  do  I  make  any  excep- 
tions as  to  satirical  poets  and  lampoon  writers  in  con- 
sideration of  their  ofllce;  for  though,  indeed,  their 
business  is  to  rake  into  kennels,  and  gather  up  the  filth 
of  streets  and  families  (in  which  respect  they  may  be, 
for  aught  I  know,  as  necessary  to  the  town  as  scavengers 
or  chimney-sweeps),  yet  I  have  observed,  tiiey  too  have 
themselves,  at  the  same  time,  very  foul  clothes,  and, 
like  dirty  persons,  leave  more  filth  and  nastiness  than 
they  sweep  away. 

In  a  word,  what  I  would  be  at  (for  I  love  to  be  plain 
in  matters  of  importance  to  my  country)  is,  that  some 
private  street,  or  blind  alley,  of  this  town,  may  be  fitted 
up,  at  the  charge  of  the  public,  as  an  apsirtment  for  the 
muses,  (like  those  at  Rome  and  Amsterdam,  for  their 
female  relations,)  and  be  wholly  consigned  to  the  uses  of 
our  wits,  furnished  completely  with  all  appurtenances. 
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such  as  authors,  supervisors,  presses,  printers,  hawkers, 
shops,  and  warehouses,  abundance  of  garrets,  and  every 
other  implement  and  circumstance  of  wit ;  the  benefit  of 
which  would  obviously  be  this,  viz.,  that  we  should  then 
have  a  safe  repository  for  our  best  productions,  which  at 
present  are  handed  about  in  single  sneets  or  mauuscripts, 
and  may  be  altogether  lost,  (which  were  a  pity,)  or,  at 
the  best,  are  subject,  in  tliat  loose  dress,  like  luuidsome 
women,  to  great  abuse. 

Another  point  that  has  cost  me  some  melancholy 
reflections,  is  the  present  state  of  the  playhouse;  the 
encouragement  of  which  has  an  immediate  influence 
upon  the  poetry  of  the  kingdom ;  as  a  good  market 
improves  the  tillage  of  the  neighbouring  country,  and 
enriches  the  ploughman ;  neither  do  we  of  this  town 
seem  enough  to  know  or  consider  the  vast  benefit  of  a 
playhouse  to  our  city  and  nation  :  that  single  house  is 
the  fountain  of  all  our  love,  wit,  dress,  and  gallantry. 
It  is  the  school  of  wisdom  ;  fur  there  we  learn  to  know 
what's  what ;  which,  however,  I  cannot  say  is  always  in 
that  place  sound  knowledge.  There  our  young  folks 
drop  their  childish  mistakes,  and  come  first  to  perceive 
tiieir  motliers'  cheat  of  the  parsley-bed ;  there,  too,  they 
get  rid  of  natural  prejudices,  especially  those  of  reli- 
gion and  modesty,  which  are  great  restraints  to  a  free 
people.  The  same  is  a  remedy  for  the  spleen,  and 
blushing,  and  several  distempers  occasioned  oy  the  stag- 
nation  of  tlie  blood.  It  is  likewise  a  school  of  common 
swearing ;  my  yoimg  master,  who  at  first  but  minced 
an  oath,  is  taught  there  to  mouth  it  gracefully,  and  to 
swear,  as  he  reads  French,  ore  rotunda,  Profaneness 
was  before  to  him  in  the  nature  of  his  best  suit,  or  holi- 
day-clothes; but  upon  frequenting  the  playhouse, 
swearing,  cursing,  and  lying,  become  like  nis  every- 
day coat,  waistcoat,  and  breeches.  Now,  I  say,  common 
swearing,  a  produce  of  this  country  as  plentiful  as  our 
coni,  thus  cultivated  by  the  playhouse,  might,  with 
management,  be  of  wonderful  advantage  to  the  nation, 
as  a  projector  of  the  swearer's  bank  has  proved  at  large. 
I^Astly,  the  stage,  in  great  measure,  supports  the  pulpit ; 
for  I  know  not  what  our  divines  could  have  to  say 
there  against  the  corruptions  of  the  age,  but  for  the  play- 
house, which  is  the  seminary  of  them.  From  which  it 
is  plain  the  public  is  a  gainer  by  the  playhouse,  and 
consequently  ought  to  countenance  it;  and,  were  I 
worthy  to  put  in  my  word,  or  prescribe  to  my  betters, 
I  could  say  in  what  manner. 

I  have  heard  that  a  certain  gentleman  has  great  design 
to  serve  the  public,  in  the  way  of  their  diversion,  with 
due  encouragement;  that  is,  if  he  can  obtain  some 
concordatum- money,  or  yearly  salary,  and  handsome 
contribution ;  and  well  he  deserves  the  favours  of  the 
nation :  for  to  do  him  justice,  he  has  an  uncommon  skill 
in  pastimes,  having  altogether  applied  his  studies  that 
way,  and  travelled  full  many  a  league,  by  sea  and  land, 
for  this  his  profound  knowledge.  With  that  view  alone 
he  has  visited  all  the  courts  and  cities  in  Europe,  and 
has  been  at  more  pains  than  I  shall  speak  of,  to  take 
an  exact  draught  of  the  playhouse  at  the  Hague,  as  a 
model  for  a  new  one  here.  But  what  can  a  private  man 
do  by  himself  in  so  public  an  undertaking  7  It  is  not 
to  be  doubted  but,  by  his  care  and  industry,  vast  im- 
provements may  be  made,  not  only  in  our  playhouse, 
(which  is  his  immediate  province,)  but  in  our  gaming 
ordinaries,  groom-porters,  lotteries,  bowling-greens, 
ninepui-alleys,  bear-gardens,  cockpits,  prizes,  puppets, 
and  rareeshows,  and  whatever  else  concerns  the  elegant 
divertisements  of  this  town.  He  is  tnily  an  original 
genius ;  and  I  felicitate  this  our  capital  city  on  his  re- 
sidence here,  where  I  wish  him  long  to  live  and  flourish, 
for  the  good  of  the  commonwealth. 

Once  more  :  if  any  further  application  shall  be  made 
on  the  other  side,  to  obtain  a  charter  fur  a  bank  here,  I 
presume  to  make  a  request,  tliat  poetry  may  be  a  sliarer 


in  that  privilege,  being  a  fund  as  real,  and  to  the  fall  ai 
well  grounded,  as  our  stocks ;  but  I  fear  our  Dei^hlioun, 
who  envy  our  wit  as  much  as  they  do  our  irealtb  iir 
trade,  will  give  no  encouragement  to  either.  I  belieie. 
also,  it  might  be  proper  to  erect  a  corporation  of  poeti 
in  this  city.  I  have  been  idle  enougn  in  my  time  to 
make  a  comptitation  of  wits  here,  and  do  find  we  barf 
three  hundred  performing  poets,  and  upward,  in  vid 
about  this  town,  reckoning  six  score  to  the  bundnd, 
and  allowing  for  demies,  like  pint  bottles ;  including 
also  the  sevoal  denominations  of  imitators,  translstm 
and  familiar  letter- writen^  &c.  One  of  these  list  hu 
lately  entertained  the  town  with  an  original  piece,  aihl 
such  a  one  as,  I  dare  say,  the  late  Britisb  Spectator,  iii 
his  decline,  would  have  called,  *'  an  excellent  iph 
cimen  of  the  true  sublime  ;'*  or  **  a  noble  poem  {  a 
"  a  fine  copy  of  verses  on  a  subject  perfectly  new,*  ibe 
author  himself;  and  had  given  it  a  place  among  lis 
latest  lucubrations. 

But,  as  I  was  saying,  so  many  poets,  I  am  coofidni, 
are  sufficient  to  furnish  out  a  corporation,  in  piunt  of 
number.  Then,  for  the  several  degrees  of  sabardiia'« 
members  requisite  to  such  a  body,  there  can  be  no  vut : 
for,  although  we  have  not  one  masterly  poet,  jet  m< 
abound  with  wardens  and  beadles;  liavinga  multitok 
of  poetasters,  poetitoes,  parcel-poets,  poet-apes,  tiid 
philo-poets,  and  many  of  inferior  attammenti  in  «it, 
but  strong  inclinations  to  it,  which  are,  by  odds,  nun 
than  all  the  rest.  Nor  shall  I  ever  he  at  case  till  tiiii 
project  of  mine  (for  which  I  am  heartily  thankful  to 
myself)  shall  be  reduced  to  practice.  1  long  to  k«  dx 
day  when  our  poets  will  be  a  regular  and  distinct  bodj, 
and  wait  upon  the  lord  mayor  on  public  dajf,  li^' 
other  good  citizens,  in  gowns  turoeil  up  with  greiv. 
instead  of  laurel ;  and  when  I  myself,  who  make  lii^ 
proposal,  shall  be  free  of  their  company. 

To  conclude :  what  if  our  government  had  s  poet' 
laureat  here,  as  in  England?  what  if  our  univenitylwi 
a  professor  of  poetry  here,  as  in  England  f  what  if  m 
lord  mayor  had  a  city  bard  here,  as  in  England?  ukL 
to  refine  upon  England,  what  if  every  oorporBtii<D. 
parish,  and  ward  in  this  town,  had  a  poet  in  fee.  » 
they  have  not  in  England  f  Lasdy,  -what  if  ersy  oi». 
so  Qualified,  were  obliged  to  add  one  more  thsn  onul 
to  ttie  number  of  his  domestics,  and,  beside  a  fool  >&<' 
a  chaplain,  (which  are  often  united  in  one  pemxi 
would  retain  a  poet  in  his  family  V  for,  perhapi,  s  ^7^' 
is  as  necessary  among  servants  of  a  house,  as  a  dobbb 
with  his  bells  at  the  head  of  a  team.  But  these  thinii 
I  leave  to  the  wisdom  of  my  superiors. 

While  I  have  been  directing  your  pen,  I  should  n^ 
forget  to  govern  my  own,  which  has  already  exc«wl«J 
the  bounds  of  a  letter :  I  must  therefore  take  my  ^* 
abruptly,  and  desire  you,  without  further  cereroonr.  fc 
believe  that  I  am.  Sir,  your  most  humble  servant, 

Jonathan  Swipt. 


A   LETTER 

TO  A  VERY  YOUNG  LADY  ON  HBR 
MARRIAGE. 


•*  Thts  letter  ought  to  be  read  by  all  nntr-inanifd  wooeo.  •» 
will  be  read  with  pleasure  and  odvantige  by  th«  moat  i^^ 
ffuished  and  acoomplishfd  ladies.**— OitaxaT.  Mn  ^^ii 
kingtonaayi  that  this  letter  was  written  on  lady  Betty  MoC(«'< 
marriaffe  v  ith  Mr.  George  Rochfort.  Mr.  Faulkner,  the  w^ 
sound  authority,  suppooes  it  addressed  to  Mn-  John  Boctt2«n- 
daugbter  of  Dr.8taunton. 

Madam, — ^The  hurry  and  impertinence  of  rtwriw 
and  laying  visits  on  account  of  your  marriage  l'"^ 
now  over,  you  are  beginning  to  enter  into  a  coui*  c 
life,  where  you  will  want  much  advice  to  »liTert  y«*' 
from  falling  into  many  errors,  fopperies,  and  fuli>0<  '*' 
which  your  sex  is  subject.    1  have  alwrnyi  home  » 
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mtire  fticoddiip  to  your  father  and  moHier ;  and  the 
penon  tfarf  have  chcMen  for  tout  husband  has  been,  for 
MRxw  yem  past,  my  particular  favourite.  I  have  long 
wtabed  you  might  come  together,  because  I  hoped  that, 
horn  the  goodness  of  your  disposition,  and  by  following 
the  coatnel  of  wise  friends,  you  might  in  time  make 
jounelf  wortiiv  of  him.  Your  paienti  were  so  far  in 
tbe  right  that  they  did  not  produce  you  much  into  the 
wvtld,  whereby  you  avoided  many  wrong  steps  which 
othen  have  tsken,  and  have  fewer  ill  impressions  to  be 
removed;  but  they  failed,  as  it  is  generally  the  case, 
in  too  much  n^lecting  to  cultivate  your  mind; 
without  which  it  is  impossible  to  acquire  or  preserve 
tbe  frieodiiiip  and  esteem  of  a  wise  man,  who  soon 
^wi  weary  of  acting  the  lover,  and  treating  his  wife 
lil^e  s  mistress,  but  wants  a  reasonable  companion,  and 
a  true  fncnd  through  every  stage  jof  his  life.  It  must 
be  therefore  your  business  to  qualify  yourself  for  those 
offices;  wherein  I  will  not  fail  to  be  your  director,  as 
long  SI  I  shall  think  you  deserve  it,  by  letting  you 
know  how  you  are  to  act,  and  what  you  ought  to  avoid. 
And  beware  of  despising  or  neglecting  my  instruc- 
tioiB,  whereon  will  depend  not  only  your  making  a 
good  figure  in  the  world,  but  your  own  real  happiness, 
u  well  as  that  of  the  person  who  ought  to  be  the  oearest 
tj  joo. 

I  must  therefore  desire  you,  in  the  first  place,  to  be 
▼fry  slow  in  changing  the  modest  behaviour  of  a  virgin : 
it  ii  usoal  in  young  wives,  before  they  have  been  many 
weeb  married,  to  assume  a  bold  forward  look  and 
inaaMT  of  talking,  as  if  they  intended  to  signify  in  all 
fijinpaoies  that  they  were  no  longer  girls,  and  conse- 
qoeitly  that  their  whole  demeanour,  before  they  got  a 
husband,  was  all  but  a  countenance  and  constraint 
apoQ  their  nature :  whereas,  I  suppose^  if  the  votes  of 
vile  meo  were  gathered,  a  very  great  majority  would 
be  in  fkronr  of  those  ladies  who,  after  they  were  entered 
into  that  state,  rather  chose  to  double  their  portion  of 
BHxiesty  and  reservedness. 

I  must  likewise  warn  you  strictly  against  the  least 
^^rce  of  fondness  to  your  husband  before' any  witness 
vbataoever,  even  before  your  nearest  relations,  or  the 
yrrf  maids  of  your  chjunber.  This  proceeding  is  so 
exceeding  odious  and  di^^ustful  to  all  who  have  either 
fJod  breeding  or  good  sense,  that  ^y  assign  two  very 
B^'uiiahle  reasons  for  it ;  the  one  is  gross  hypocrisy, 
f>ul  the  other  has  too  bad  a  name  to  mention.  If  there 
■aojdiflcrence  to  be  made,  your  husband  is  the  lowest 
]Hioa  in  company  either  at  home  or  abroad,  and  every 
r^lflcman  present  has  a  better  claim  to  all  marks  of 
Qrility  and  distinction  from  you.  Ck>nceal  your  esteem 
"^  lore  m  your  own  breast,  and  reserve  your  kind  looks 
ud  language  for  priTate  hours,  which  are  so  many  in 
tbe  four  sod  twenty,  ^t  they  will  afford  time  to  em- 
pW  A  passion  as  exalted  as  any  that  was  ever  described 
lb  a  French  romance. 

.  l^pon  this  bead  I  should  likewise  advise  you  to  differ 
>Q  {vactice  from  those  ladies  who  affect  abundance  of 
^''•"•siDcas  while  their  husbands  are  abroad ;  start  with 
^^  knock  at  the  door,  and  ring  the  bell  incessantly 
'<'  the  servants  to  let  irt  their  master ;  will  not  eat  a  bit 
^  dinner  or  supper  if  the  husband  happens  to  stay  out ; 
^*^  /^Keive  him  at  his  return  with  such  a  medley  of 
ebiding  and  kindness,  and  catechising  him  where  he 
bai  been,  that  a  shrew  from  Bilingsgato  would  be  a 
««t  «fy  and  eligible  companion. 

Of  the  same  leaven  are  those  wives  who,  when  their 
busbands  arc  gone  a  journey,  must  have  a  letter  every 
PH  QpOQ  pain  of  fits  and  hjrsterics :  and  a  day  must 
^  fixed  for  tfaeb  return  home,  without  the  least  al- 
""naoe  for  business  or  sickness,  or  accidents,  or 
weather;  upon  which  I  can  only  say,  that  in  my  ob- 
■^atioQ,  those  ladies,  who  are  apt  to  make  the  greatest 
^bmcr  OD  such  occosioiis,  would  liberally  have  paid  a 


messenger  for  bringing  them  news,  that  their  husbands 
had  broken  their  necks  on  the  road. 

You  will  perhaps  be  offended,  when  I  advise  yon  to 
abate  a  little  of  that  violent  passion  for  fine  clothes  so 
predominant  in  your  sex.  It  is  a  litde  hard  that  ours, 
for  whose  sake  you  wear  them,  are  not  admitted  to  be 
of  your  council.  I  may  venture  to  assure  you,  that  we 
will  make  an  abatement  at  any  time  of  fonr  pounds  a 
yard  in  a  brocade,  if  the  ladies  will  but  allow  a  suitable 
addition  of  care  in  the  cleanliness  and  sweetness  of 
their  persons.  For  tbe  satirical  part  of  mankind  will 
needs  believe,  that  it  is  not  impossible  to  be  very  fine 
and  very  filthy  ;  and  that  the  capacities  of  a  lady  are 
sometimes  apt  to  fall  short,  in  cultivating  cleanliness 
and  finery  together.  I  shall  only  add,  upon  so  tender 
a  subject,  what  a  pleasant  gentleman  said  concerning  a 
silly  woman  of  quality ;  that  nothing  could  make  her 
supportable  but  cutting  off  her  head ;  for  his  ears 
were  offended  by  her  tongue,  and  his  nose  by  her  hair 
and  teeth. 

I  am  wholly  at  a  loss  how  to  advise  you  in  the 
choice  of  company,  which,  however,  is  a  point  of  as 
great  importance  as  any  in  your  life.  If  your  general 
acquaintance  be  among  the  ladies,  who  are  your  equals 
or  superiors,  provided  they  have  nothing  of  what  is 
commonly  caued  an  ill  reputation,  you  diink  you  are 
safe ;  and  this,  in  the  style  of  the  world,  will  pass  for 
good  company.  Whereas,  I  am  afraid  it  will  be  hard 
for  you  to  pick  out  one  female  acquaintance  in  this 
town  from  whom  you  will  not  be  in  manifest  danger 
of  contracting  some  foppery,  affectation,  vanity,  folly, 
or  vice.  Your  only  safe  way  of  conversing  with  them 
is,  by  a  firm  resolution  to  proceed  in  your  practice  and 
behaviour  directly  contrary  to  whatever  they  shall  say 
or  do,  and  this  I  take  to  be  a  good  general  rule,  with 
very  few  exceptions.  For  instance,  in  the  doctrines 
they  usually  deliva  to  young  married  women  for 
managing  their  husbands,  Uieir  several  accounts  of  their 
own  conduct  in  that  particular,  to  recommend  it  to 
your  imitation,  the  r^ections  they  make  upon  others 
of  their  sex  for  acting  differently,  tlieir  directions  how 
to  come  off  with  victory  upon  any  dispute  or  quarrel 
you  may  have  witii  your  husband,  the  arts  by  which 
you  may  discover  and  practise  upon  his  weuc  side : 
when  to  work  by  flattery  and  insinuation,  when  to  melt 
him  with  tears,  and  when  to  engage  him  with  a  high 
hand :  in  these  and  a  thousand  other  cases  it  will  be 
prudent  to  retain  as  many  of  their  lectures  in  your 
memory  as  you  can,  and  then  determine  to  act  in  full 
opposition  to  them  all. 

I  hope  your  husband  will  interpose  his  authority  (o 
limit  you  in  the  trade  of  visiting  :  half  a  dozen  fools 
are,  in  all  conscience,  as  many  as  you  should  require ; 
and  it  will  be  sufficient  for  you  to  see  them  twice 
a-year,  for  I  think  the  fasliion  does  not  exact  that 
visits  should  be  paid  to  friends. 

I  advise  that  your  company  at  home  should  consist 
of  men  rather  than  women.  To  say  the  truth,  Tnever  yet 
knew  a  tolerable  woman  to  be  fond  of  her  own  sex.  I 
confess,  when  both  are  mixed  and  well  chosen,  and  put 
their  best  qualities  forward,  there  may  be  an  inter- 
course of  civility  and  good  will,  which,  with  the  ad- 
dition of  some  degree  of  sense,  can  make  conversation 
or  any  amusement  agreeable.  But  a  knot  of  ladies, 
got  together  by  themselves,  is  a  very  school  of  imperti- 
nence and  detraction,  and  it  is  well  if  those  be  the  worst. 

Let  your  men  acquaintance  be  of  your  husband*s 
choice,  and  not  recommended  to  you  by  any  she  com* 
panions,  bectuise  they  will  certainly  fix  a  coxcomb 
upon  you,  and  it  will  cost  you  some  time  and  pains 
before  you  can  arrive  at  the  knowledge  of  distinguishing 
such  a  one  from  a  man  of  sense. 

Never  take  a  favourite  waiting- maid  into  your 
cabinet  council,  to  entertain  you  with  histories  of 
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Chose  ladiei  whom  she  has  fonnerly  senred,  of 
their  diversions  aiid  their  dresses,  to  insinuate  how 
great  a  fortune  you  brought,  and  how  little  you  are 
allowed  to  squander,  to  appeal  to  her  from  your 
hushand,  and  to  be  determined  by  her  judgment,  because 
you  are  sure  it  will  be  always  for  you,  to  receive  and 
discard  servants  by  her  approbation  or  dislike ;  to  en- 
gage you  by  her  insinuations  in  misunderstandings 
with  your  best  friends ;  to  represent  all  things  in  faUe 
colours,  and  to  be  the  common  emissary  of  scandal. 

But  the  grand  afiair  of  your  life  will  be  to  gain  and 
preserve  the  friendship  and  esteem  of  your  husband. 
Vou  are  married  to  a  man  of  good  education  and 
learning,  of  an  excellent  understanding  and  an  exact 
taste.  It  is  true,  and  it  is  happy  for  you,  that  these 
qualities  in  him  are  adorned  with  great  modesty,  a 
most  amiable  sweetness  of  temper,  and  an  unusual  dis- 
position to  sobriety  and  virtue;  but  neither  good 
nature  nor  virtue  will  suffer  him  to  esteem  you  against 
his  judgment;  and  although  he  is  not  capable  of  using 
you  ill,  yet  you  will  in  time  grow  a  thing  'indifferent, 
and  perhaps  contemptible,  unless  you  can  supply  the 
loss  of  youth  and  b^uty  with  more  durable  qualities. 
You  have  but  a  very  few  years  to  be  young  and  hand- 
some in  the  eyes  of  the  world,  and  as  few  months  to  be 
so  in  the  eyes  of  a  husband  who  is  not  a  fool ;  for  I 
hope  you  do  not  still  dream  of  charms  and  raptures, 
which  marriage  ever  did,  and  ever  will,  put  a  sudden 
end  to.  Besides,  yours  was  a  match  of  prudence  and 
common  good  liking,  without  any  mixture  of  that 
ridiculous  passion  which  has  no  being  but  in  play- 
books  and  romances. 

You  must  therefore  use  all  endeavours  to  attain  to 
some  degree  of  those  accomplishments  which  your 
husband  most  values  in  other  people,  and  for  which  he 
is  most  valued  himself.  You  must  improve  your  mind 
by  cloeely  pursuing  such  a  method  of  study  as  I  shall 
direct  or  approve  of.  You  must  get  a  collection  of 
history  and  travels,  which  I  will  recommend  to  you, 
and  spend  some  houn  every  day  in  reading  them,  and 
making  extracts  from  them  if  your  memory  be  weak. 
You  must  invite  persons  of  knowledge  and  under- 
standing to  an  acquaintance  with  you,  by  whoee  con- 
versation you  may  learn  to  correct  your  taste  and 
judgment ;  and  when  you  can  bring  yourself  to  com- 
prehend and  relish  tlie  good  sense  of  others,  you  will 
arrive  in  time  to  think  rightly  yourself,  and  to  become 
a  reasonable  and  agreeable  companion.  This  must 
produce  in  your  husband  a  true  rational  love  and 
esteem  for  you,  which  old  i^  will  not  diminbh.  He 
will  have  a  regard  for  your  judgment  and  opinion  in 
matters  of  the  greatest  weight ;  you  will  be  able  to  en- 
tertain each  other  without  a  third  person  to  relieve  you 
by  finding  discourse.  The  endowments  of  your  mind 
will  even  make  your  person  more  agreeable  to  him ; 
and  when  you  are  alone,  your  time  will  not  lie  heavy 
upon  your  hands  for  want  of  some  trifling  amusement. 

As  little  respect  as  I  have  for  the  generality  of  your 
sex,  it  has  sometimes  moved  me  with  pity  to  see  the 
lady  of  the  house  forced  to  withdraw  immediately  after 
dinner,  and  this  in  families  where  there  is  not  muca 
drinking;  as  if  it  were  an  established  maxim,  that 
women  are  incapable  of  all  conversation.  In  a  room 
where  both  sexes  meet,  if  the  men  are  discoursing  upon 
any  general  subject,  the  ladies  never  think  it  their 
business  to  partaxe  in  what  passes,  but  in  a  separate 
club  entertain  each  other  wioi  the  price  and  choice  of 
lace  and  silk,  and  what  dresses  they  liked  or  disap- 
proved at  the  church  or  the  playhouse.  And  when  you 
are  among  yourselves,  how  naturally  after  the  first 
compliments  do  you  apply  your  hanck  to  each  other's 
lappets,  and  ruflSes,  and  msuituas;  as  if  the  whole 
business  of  your  lives  and  the  public  concern  of  the 
world  depended  upon  the  cut  or  colour  of  your  dress. 


"1 

As  divines  say,  that  some  people  take  more  paim  to  be 
damned  than  it  would  cost  them  to  be  saved ;  so  your 
sex  employ  more  thought,  memory,  ^and  application  to 
be  fools  *than  would  serve  to  make  them  wise  sod 
useful.  'When  I  reflect  on  this  I  cannot  ooneeiTc  you 
to  be  human  creatures^  but  a  certain  sort  of  specio 
hardly  a  degree  above  a  monkey ;  who  has  moR  di> 
verting  tricks  than  any  of  you,  is  an  animal  Ie«  mu- 
chievous  and  expensive,  might  in  time  be  a  tolenUe 
critic  in  vdvet  and  brocade,  and  for  anght  1  knov, 
would  equally  become  &em. 

I  would  have  you  look  upon  finery  as  a  neoeauy 
folly,  which  all  great  ladies  did  whom  I  have  ercr 
known :  I  do  not  desire  you  to^be  out  of  the  hAm, 
but  to  be  the  last  and  least  in  it.  I  expect  that  pa 
dress  shall  be  one  degree  lower  than  your  fortoM  can 
afford ;  and  in  your  own  heart  I  would  wish  yoo  to  be 
an  utter  contemner  of  all  distinctions  which  a  fiafr 
petticoat  can  give  you ;  because  it  will  neither  make 
you  richer,  handsomer,  younger,  better  natuied,  mote 
virtuous  or  wise  than  if  it  hung  upon  a  peg. 

If  you  an  in  company  with  men  of  learning,  tbongli 
they  happen  to  discourse  of  arts  and  sciences  out  of  yoor 
compass,  yet  you  will  gather  more  advaatagt  bj 
listening  to  them  than  from  all  the  nonseue  siid  frip- 
pery of  your  own  sex ;  but  if  they  be  men  of  breedinf 
as  well  as  learning,  they  will  seldom  engage  in  any  coo- 
versation  where  you  ought  not  to  be  a  hearer,  and  in 
time  have  your  part.  If  they  tedk  of  the  mannen  and 
customs  of  the  several  kingdoms  of  Europe,  of  tnvdi 
into  remoter  nations,  of  the  state  of  your  own  country, 
or  of  the  great  men  and  actions  of  Greece  and  Rome; 
if  they  give  their  judgment  upon  Bnglisb  and  FVeodt 
writers  either  in  verse  or  prose,  or  of  the  nature  ud 
limits  of  virtue  and  vice ;  it  is  a  shame  for  an  Engli^ 
lady  not  to  relish  such  discourses,  not  to  improTe  by 
them,  and  endeavour  by  reading  and  infonoatioo  to 
have  her  share  in  those  entertainments,  rather  ttoi 
turn  aside,  as  it  is  the  usual  custom,  and  consalt  witb 
the  woman  who  sits  next  her  about  a  new  cargo  of  fao»< 
«^  It  is  a  little  hard  that  not  one  gentleman*s  daagbttr 
in  a  thousand  should  be  brought  to  read  or  undentiod 
her  own  natural  tongue,  or  to  be  judge  of  the  etmrt 
books  that  are  written  in  it;  as  any  one  may  find 
who  can  have  the  patience  to  hear  them,  when  t^ 
are  disposed  to  mangle  a  play  or  novel,  where  the 
least  word  out  of  the  common  road  is  sure  to  discoo' 
cert  them ;  and  it  is  no  wonder,  when  they  an  not  n 
much  as  taught  to  spell  in  their  childhood,  nx  can 
ever  attain  to  it  in  their  whole  lives.  I  adrift  jcn 
therefore  to  read  aloud,  more  or  less,  everyday  toyo^ff 
husband,  if  he  will  permit  you,  or  to  any  otlMr  fnaA 
(but  not  a  female  one)  who  is  able  to  set  you  rigbt; 
and  as  for  spelling,  you  may  compass  it  in  time  by 
making  collections  from  the  books  you  read. 

I  know  very  well  that  those  who  are  commonly 
called  learned  women  have  lost  all  manner  of  credit 
by  their  impertinent  talkativeness  and  conceit  of  them- 
selves ;  but  there  is  an  easy  remedy  for  thisi  if  y<"* 
once  consider,  that  after  all  the  jpains  you  may  be  ti 
you  never  can  arrive  in  point  of  learning  to  the  ptf* 
fection  of  a  schoolboy.  The  reading  I  would  sdn* 
you  to  is  only  for  improvement  of  your  own  g«d 
sense,  which  will  never  fail  of  being  mended  by  dtf- 
cretion.  It  is  a  wrong  method  and  iU  choice  of  boou 
that  makes  those  learned  ladies  just  so  much  the  w«« 
for  what  they  have  read,  and  therefore  it  shall  be  my 
care  to  direct  you  better,  a  task  for  which  I  take  myKli 
to  be  not  ill-qualified,  because  I  have  spent  mom  tnn« 
and  have  had  more  opportunities  than  many  otba«  to 
observe  and  discover  from  what  source  me  vsrKWi 
follies  of  women  are  derived. 

Pray,  observe  how  insignificant  things  are  d»«  coo* 
moQ  race  of  ladiea  when  they  have  passed  their  yoo^ 
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and  btftuty,  hoir  oontemDtible  they  appear  to  the  men, 
auU  yet  oMn  contemptible  to  the  younger  part  of  their 
owD  iei,  aixl  have  no  relief,  but  in  passing  their  after- 
nooos  in  rUits,  where  they  are  never  acceptable,  and 
theif  creniiigi  at  card*  among  each  other,  while  the 
fonwr  psrt  ofthe  day  is  spent  in  spleen  and  envy,  or 
in  rain  endttvouis  to  repair  by  art  and  dress  the  ruins 
of  time.  Whereas  I  have  known  ladies  at  sixty,  to 
viiom  sU  the  polite  part  of  the  court  and  town  paid 
thrir  addiCMS,  without  any  further  view  than  that  of 
riijof  mg  the  pleasure  of  their  conversation. 

I  am  ignorant  of  any  one  quality  that  is  amiable  in 
a  man  which  is  not  equally  so  in  a  woman  :  I  do  not 
except  eTco  modesty  and  gentleness  of  nature.  Nor 
dj)  I  know  one  vice  or  folly  which  is  not  equally  ^de- 
tataUe  in  both.  There  is  indeed  one  infirmity  which 
is  genoall J  allowed  you,  I  mean  that  of  cowardice ; 
jret  thenihould  seem  to  be  something  very  capricious, 
that  when  women  profess  their  admiration  for  a  colonel 
or  a  cafitaia,  on  account  of  his  valour,  they  should 
fiuicj  it  a  very  graceful  and  becoming  quality  in  them- 
wlfci,  to  be  afraid  of  their  own  shadows ;  to  scream  in 
a  bai;ge  when  the  weather  is  calmest,  or  in  a  coach  at 
a  liiig :  to  run  from  acow  at  a  hundred  yards  distance, 
td  £iU  into  fits  at  the  sight  of  a  spider,  an  earwig, 
or  a  frog.  At  least,  if  cowardice  be  a  sign  of  cruelty, 
I'u  it  ia  generally  granted,)  I  can  hardly  think  it  an 
seeonplisbment  so  desirable  as  to  be  thought  worth 
im{)roriug  by  affectation. 

And  as  the  same  virtues  equally  become  both  sexes, 
» there  is  no  quality  whereby  women  endeavour  to 
tiiitiuguish  themselves  from  men  for  which  they  are 
nujuft  10  much  the  worst,  except  that  only  of  re- 
tenedneu;  which,  however,  as  you  generally  manage 
it,  is  nothing  else  but  affectation  or  hypocrisy.  For,  as 
Tvu  cannot  too  much  discountenance  those  of  our  sex 
who  pcaume  to  take  unbecoming  liberties  before  you ; 
•0  you  ought  to  be  whoUv  unconstrained  in  the  com- 
psnj  of  deserving  men,  when  you  have  had  sufficient 
«ipeneooe  of  their  disoetion. 

Theie  is  never  wanting  in  this  town  a  tribe  of  bold, 
fvacgering,  nttling  ladies,  whose  talents  pass  among 
(oioumhs  for  wit  and  humour ;,  their  excellency  lies 
>Q  rode,  shocking  expressions,  an^  what  they  call  run- 
bixif  a  man  doim.  It  a  gentleman  in  their  company 
i^ipcns  to  have  any  blemish  in  his  birth  or  person,  if 
Uiy  misfortune  has  befollen  his  fiunily  or  hiniself  for 
tbich  he  is  ashamed,  they  will  be  sure  to  give  him 
Uoad  hints  of  it  without  any  provocation.  I  would 
f^cummend  jou  to  the  acquaintance  of  a  common  pros- 
titnie  rather  than  to  that  of  such  termagants  as  these. 
I  hare  often  thou^^t  that  no  man  is  obliged  to  sup- 
fBtt  such  cieatuics  to  be  women,  but  to  treat  them  like 
utfUeot  rascals  disguised  in  female  habits,  who  ought 
^  be  ttrippMl  and  kicked  down  stairs. 

I  will  add  one  thing,  although  it  be  a  little  out  of 
pUce,  which  is  to  desire  that  you  will  learn  to  value 
v<d  esteem  your  husband  for  those  good  qualities 
vtach  he  really  possesses,  and  not  to  fiincy  others  in 
iiim  which  he  certainly  has  not  For,  although  this 
^AttcT  is  genorally  understood  to  be  a  mark  of  love, 
1^  U  is  indeed  nothing  but  affectation  or  ill  judgment, 
it  i«  true,  he  wants  so  very  few  accomplishments,  that 
yoQ  are  in  no  great  danger  of  erring  on  this  side ;  but 
oy  caution  is  occasioned  by  a  lady  of  your  acquaint- 
ance, married  to  a  very  valuable  person,  whom  yet  she 
is  10  wifoftnxMte  as  to  be  always  commending  for  those 
IKr&ctions  to  which  he  can  least  pretend. 

I  can  give  you  no  advice  upon  the  article  of  ex- 
pQise;  (mly  I  think  you  ought  to  be  well  informed 
how  much  your  husband^s  revenue  amounts  to,  and 
he  10  good  a  computer  as  to  keep  within  it  in  that 
part  of  the  management  which  falls  to  your  shiure ; 
*oii  uui  to  put  yourself  in  the  number  of  those  politic 


ladies,  who  think  they  gain  a  great  point  when  they 
have  teased  their  husbands  to  buy  them  a  new  equi- 
page, a  laced  head,  or  a  fine  petticoat,  without  once 
considering  what  long  score  remained  unpaid  to  the 

butcher. 

I  desire  you  will  keep  this  letter  in  your  cabinet, 
and  often  examine  impartially  your  whole  conduct  by 
it:  and  so  God  bless  you,  and  make  you  a  fair  ex- 
ample to  your  sex,  and  a  perpetual  comfort  to  your 
husband  and  your  parent.* 

I  am,  with  great  truth  and  affection.  Madam,  your 
most  faithful  friend  and  humble  servant 


RESOLUTIONS  WHEN  I  COME 
TO  BE  OLD. 

WRITTEN    IN    lew. 


Iw  campliance  with  the  doan's  own  request,  and  agreeably  to 
one  of  ttieae  reeolatlons,  Dr.  Sheridan  faithfally  admonished 
Swift  of  hU  panlmoQloas  dispoaition  as  hia  foculUee  began  to 
«.:i      «•  rk».t^*  "  BnaiviivMl   Swift,  with  an  expremTO  look. 


faU. 


Doctor."  answered   Swift,  with  an  expre«ive  look. 
"  do  yow  remember  the  bishop  of  Qrenada  in  Oil  Bias  ? 
Their  cordiality  ceased  from  that  moment. 


Not  to  marry  a  young  woman.  ^ 

Not  to  keep  young  company,  unless  they  desire  it. 
Not  to  be  peevish,  or  morose,  or  suspicious. 
Not  to  scorn  present  ways,  or  wits,  or  fashions,  or 
men,  or  war,  &c. 

Not  to  be  fond  of  children. 

Not  to  tell  the  same  story  oyer  and  over  to  the  same 

people. 

Not  to  be  covetous. 

Not  to  neglect  decency  or  cleanliness,  for  fear  of  fall- 
ing into  nastiness. 

Not  to  be  over  severe  with  young  neople,  but  give 
allowances  for  their  youthful  follies  and  weaknesses. 

Not  to  be  influenced  by,  or  give  ear  to,  knavish  tat- 
tling servants,  or  others.  ,    ^  ^i 

Not  to  be  too  free  of  advice,  or  trouble  any  but  those 

who  desire  it.  v  u    r 

To  desire  some  good  friend  to  inform  me  which  oi 
these  resolutions  I  break  or  neglect,  and  wherein,  and 
reform  accordingly. 

Not  to  talk  much,  nor  of  myself. 

Not  to  boast  of  my  former  beauty,  or  strengh,  or 
favour  with  ladies,  &c. 

Not  to  hearken  to  flatteries,  nor  conceive  I  can  be 
beloved  by  a  young  woman  lettoiqui  httnditatm  cap- 
tani,  odiMte  ac  vttare. 

Not  to  be  positive  or  opinionative. 

Not  to  set  for  observing  all  these  rules,  for  fear  I 
should  observe  none. 


THOUGHTS  ON  VARIOUS  SUBJECTS, 
MORAL  AND  DIVERTING.** 

OCTOBER  1706. 

We  have  just  enough  religion  to  make  us  hate,  but  not 
enough  to  make  us  love,  one  another. 

Reflect  on  things  past,  as  wars,  negotiations,  factions, 
&c.  we  enter  so  little  into  those  interests  that  we  won- 
der  how  men  could  possibly  be  so  busy  and  concerned 
for  things  so  transitory ;  look  on  the  yrtaent  times,  we 
find  the  same  humour,  yet  wonder  not  at  all. 

A  wise  man  endeavours,  by  considenng  all  circfim- 

-  ••  The  wader  of  this  letter  may  be  allowM  tofoubt  whether 

Swift-s  opinion  of  female  excellence  ought  »"»Pl*«^"^y.*°.^*^^ 

mitted; X  if  hi«  general  thoaght.  on  women  ^'^«  •"«*  ■•  ^J 

!«ii5Sta  a  rerv  little  senM)  to  a  lady  would  enrapture,  and  a 

SSefoi^  w«  perhap.  only  local.     She  was  great  because  her 

"TM^^idl^Aiin  Swift,  bein.  in  the  couiH^.  «Ute«d  to 
write  do^«Srtovol«nt«y  tlu>«ght.«occa.ied  to  Ojam  dur- 
Sgtiieiwalksj  and  theso  are  such  as  belong  to  the  desa. 
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stjincef,  to  make  conjectiiret,  and  form  concluaiont; 
but  the  smallest  accident  intervening,  (and  in  the  course 
of  affain  it  is  impossible  to  foresee  all,)  does  often  pro- 
duce such  turns  and  changes,  that  at  last  he  is  just  as 
much  in  doubt  of  events  as  the  most  ignorant  and  un- 
experienced person. 

Positiveness  is  a  good  quality  for  preachers  and  ora- 
tors, because  he  that  would  obtrude  his  tbouglits  and 
reasons  upon  a  multitude,  will  convince  others  the 
more  as  he  appears  convinced  himself. 

How  is  it  possible  to  expect  that  mankind  will  take 
advice,  when  they  will  not  so  much  as  take  warning? 

I  forget  whether  advice  be  among  the  lost  things, 
which  Ariosto  says  may  be  found  in  the  moon ;  tbit 
and  time  ought  to  have  been  there. 

No  preacher  is  listened  to  but  Time,  which  gives  us 
the  same  train  and  turn  of  thought  tiiat  elder  people 
have  in  vain  tried  to  put  into  our  heads  before. 

When  we  desire  or  solicit  anything,  our  minds  run 
wholly  on  the  good  side  or  circumstances  of  it ;  when 
it  is  obtained,  our  minds  run  wholly  on  the  bad  ones. 

In  a  glasshouse,  the  workmen  often  fling  in'  a  small 
quantity  of  fresh  coals,  which  seems  to  disturb  the  fire, 
but  very  much  enlivens  it.  This  seems  to  allude  to  a 
gentle  stirring  of  the  passions,  that  the  mind  may  not 
languish. 

Religion  seems  to  have  grown  an  infant  with  age, 
and  requires  miracles  to  nurse  it,  as  it  had  in  its  in- 
fancy. 

All  fits  of  pleasure  are  balanced  by  an  equal  degree 
of  pain  or  languor;  it  is  like  spending  this  year  part  of 
the  next  yearns  revenue. 

The  latter  part  of  a  wise  man's  life  is  taken  up  in 
curing  the  follies,  prejudices,  and  false  opinions  henad 
contracted  in  the  former. 

Would  a  writer  know  how  to  behave  himself  with 
relation  to  posterity,  let  him  consider  in  old  books  what 
he  finds  that  he  is  glad  to  know,  and  what  omiwons 
he  most  laments. 

Whatever  the  poets  pretend,  it  is  plain  they  give  im- 
mortality to  none  but  themselves:  it  is  Homer  and 
Virgil  we  reverence  and  admire,  not  Achilles  or  ^neas. 
With  historians  it  is  quite  the  contrary ;  our  thoughts 
are  taken  up  with  the  actions,  persons  and  events  we 
read,  and  we  little  regard  the  aumors. 

When  a  true  genius  appears  in  the  world,  you  may 
know  him  by  this  sign,  that  the  dunces  are  all  in  con- 
federacy against  him. 

Men  who  possess  all  the  advantages  of  life  are  in  a 
state  where  there  are  many  accidents  to  disorder  and 
discompose,  but  few  to  please  them. 

It  is  unwise  to  punish  cowards  with  ignominy ;  for 
if  they  had  regarded  that,  they  would  not  have  been 
cowards:  death  is  their  proper  punishment,  because 
they  fear  it  most. 

Tlie  greatest  inventions  were  produced  in  the  times 
of  ignorance ;  as  the  use  of  the  compass,  gunpowder, 
and  printing ;  and  by  the  dullest  nation,  as  me  Ger- 
mans. 

One  argument  to  prove  that  the  common  relations  of 
ghosts  and  spectres  are  generally  faJse,  may  be  drawn 
from  the  opinion  held,  that  spirits  are  never  seen  by 
more  than  one  person  at  a  time;  that  is  to  say,  it 
seldom  hi^pens  to  above  one  person  in  a  company 
to  be  posseoed  with  any  high  degree  of  spleen  or 
melancQoly. 

I  am  apt  to  think  that,  in  the  day  uf  judgment,  there 
will  be  small  allowance  given  to  the  wise  for  their  want 
of  morals,  and  to  the  ignorant  for  their  want  of  faith, 
because  both  are  without  excuse.  This  renders  the  ad- 
vantages equal  of  ignorance  and  knowledge.  But  some 
scruples  in  the  wise,  and  some  vices  in  the  ignorant, 
will  perhaps  be  forgiven  upon  the  strength  of  tempta- 
tion to  each. 


The  value  of  several  circunutenoes  initorylewni 
very  much  by  distance  of  time,  though  some  mioate  ' 
circumstances  are  very  valuable ;  and  it  icquira  great  i 
judgment  in  a  writer  to  distinguish. 

It  is  grown  a  word  of  course  for  writen  to  say,  Tbii 
critical  age,  as  divines  say.  This  sinful  age. 

It  ii  pleasant  to  observe  how  free  the  present  age  if  io 
laying  taxes  on  the  next:  future  ages  sludl  talk  oftbk; 
this  shall  be  famous  to  all  posterity :  whereas  their  ticoe 
and  thoughts  will  be  taken  up  about  present  things  ii 
ours  are  now. 

The  chameleon,  who  is  said  to  feed  upon  nothing  bat 
air,  has  of  all  animals  the  nimblest  tongue. 

When  a  man  is  made  a  spiritual  peer,  he  loses  his 
surname ;  when  a  temporal,  his  Christian  name. 

It  is  in  disputes,  as  m  armies;  where  the  weaker nde 
sets  up  false  lights,  and  makes  a  great  noise,  to  m«L( 
the  enemv  believe  them  more  numerous  and  strong  tLia 
they  really  are. 

Some  men,  under  the  notion  of  weeding  out  pRJu* 
dices,  eradicate  virtue,  honesty,  and  religion. 

In  all  well-instituted  commonwealths,  care  has  beet 
taken  to  limit  men  s  possessions ;  which  is  done  i* 
many  reasoiu,  and,  among  the  rest,  for  one  which,  p9* 
haps,  is  not  often  considered,  that  when  bounds  sitiet 
to  men*s  desires,  after  they  have  acquired  as  much  ai 
the  laws  will  permit  them,  their  private  interest  ii  at 
an  end,  and  they  have  nothing  to  do  bat  to  take  tat 
of  the  public. 

There  are  but  three  ways  for  a  man  to  revenge  him- 
self of  the  censure  of  the  world ;  to  despise  it,  to  return 
the  like,  or  to  endeavour  to  live  so  as  to  avoid  it:  tbr 
first  of  these  Is  usually  pretended,  the  last  is  almoit  in- 
possible,  the  universal  practice  is  for  the  second. 

Herodotus  tells  us,  that  in  cold  countries  beasti  mj 
seldom  have  horns,  but  in  hot  they  have  voy  iaip 
ones.    This  might  bear  a  pleasant  appUcatioo. 

I  never  heard  a  finer  piece  of  satire  against  lawyen, 
than  that  of  astrologers^  when  they  pretend,  by  nilci 
of  art,  to  tell  when  a  suit  will  end,  and  whraicr  to 
the  SLdvantage  of  the  plaintifT  or  defendant;  thus 
making  the  matter  depend  entirely  upon  the  influoitt 
of  the  stars,  without  the  least  regard  to  the  mcriti  of 
the  cause. 

The  expression  in  Apocrypha  about  Tobit  and  ^ 
dog  following  him,  I  nave  often  heard  ridicolfd; 
yet  Homer  has  the  same  words  of  Teleniachui  pMSf 
than  once;  and  Virgil  says  something  like  it  of 
Evander.  And  I  take  the  book  of  Tobit  to  be  partly 
poetical. 

I  have  known  some  men  possessed  of  good  qoalitiei 
which  were  very  serviceable  to  others,  but  uadoi  to 
themselves ;  like  a  sun-dial  on  the  front  of  a  faooK,  to 
inform  the  neighbours  and  paasengeni,  but  not  tl» 
owner  within. 

If  a  man  would  register  all  his  opinions  upon !«««» 
politics,  religion,  learning,  &c.  begiiming  from  bs 
youth,  and  so  go  on  to  old  age,  what  a  boxidle  of 
inconsistencies  and  contradictions  would  i^^pev  *^ 
last! 

What  they  do  in  heaven  we  are  ignorant  of;  vbit 
they  do  not  we  are  told  expressly,  that  they  ncitba 
marry,  nor  are  given  in  marriage. 

When  a  man  observes  the  dioice  of  ladies  oov** 
days  in  the  dispensing  of  their  favours,  can  he  forbear 
paying  some  veneration  to  the  memorv  of  those  oMtn 
mentioned  by  Xerwphon,  who^  while  their  manea  va< 
on,  that  is,  while  tbey  were  in  their  beauty,  voul*^ 
never  admit  the  embraces  of  an  ass. 

It  is  a  miserable  thing  to  live  in  suspenas ;  it  ii  <b« 
life  of  a  spider. 

Vive  quidem.  pende  tamen,  Improba.  dixit. 

Ovn>.lie(ao* 

The  stoical   scheme  of  supplying  our  vaoti  ^ 
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loppbi  off  oar  detires,   is  like  catting  off  our  feet, 

w)i«ii  we  want  shoes. 
PhjiietSDS  ought  not  to  give  their  judgment  of  reli« 

^ioo*  for  die  same  mson  that  butchers  are  not  admitted 

to  be  jofon  upon  life  and  death. 

The  lesson  why  so  few  marriages  are  happy,  is  be- 
cauie  jnaag  ladies  spend  their  time  in  making  nets, 
not  in  making  cages. 

If  8  man  will  observe  as  he  walks  the  streets,  I  be- 
lieve he  will  Bud  the  merriest  countenances  in  mourn- 
ing coaches. 

Nothing  more  unqualifies  a  man  to  act  with  pru- 
deoce  than  a  misfortune  that  is  attended  with  shame 
and  guilt 

The  power  of  fortune  is  confessed  only  by  the  miser-' 
able;  for  the  happy  impute  all  their  success  to 
pnidence  and  merit. 

Ambition  often  puts  men  upon  doing  the  meanest 
office! :  w  climbing  is  performed  in  the  same  posture 
with  cneping. 

Ill  cooipany  is  like  a  dog,  who  dirts  those  most 
whom  he  lores  best. 

CouoK  is  the  tax  a  man  pays  to  the  public  for  being 
eminrnt. 

Although  men  are  accused  for  not  knowing  their 
own  weakness,  ye^  perhaps,  as  few  know  their  own 
>tivngth.  It  is  iu  men  as  in  soils,  where  sometimes 
there  it  a  vein  of  gold,  which  the  owner  knows  not  of. 

Satire  is  reekoMd  the  easiest  of  all  wit ;  but  I  take 
it  to  be  otherwise  in  very  bad  times :  for  it  is  as  hard 
to  tatiriae  well  a  man  of  distinguished  vices,  as  to 
pniw  well  a  man  of  distinguished  virtues.  It  is  easy 
enough  to  do  either  to  people  of  moderate  characters. 

Invention  is  the  talent  of  youth,  and  judgment  of 
>e« :  10  that  our  judgment  grows  harder  to  please  when 
we  have  fewer  thmgs  to  offer  it :  this  goes  mrough  the 
whole  commerce  of  life.  When  we  are  old,  our  friends 
liitd  it  difBeult  to  please  us,  and  are  less  concerned 
wbether  we  be  pleased  or  not. 

No  wise  man  ever  wished  to  be  younger. 

An  idle  reason  lessens  the  weight  of  the  good  ones 
y«  gave  before. 

Jhe  motives  of  the  best  actions  will  not  bear  too 
■^  sa  inquiry.  It  is  allowed,  that  the  cause  of  most 
^tioQi,  good  or  bad,  may  be  resolved  into  the  love  of 
oonelvef ;  but  the  self-love  of  some  men  inclines  them 
to  please  others ;  and  the  self-love  of  others  is  wholly 
nnployed  in  pleasing  themselves.  This  makes  the 
P^  dtitinction  between  virtue  and  vice.  Religion  is 
th«  belt  motive  of  all  actions,  yet  religion  is  aUowed 
^  be  the  highest  instance  of  self-love. 

^en  the  world  has  once  begun  to  use  us  ill,  it 
a/^erwards  continues  the  same  treatment  with  less 
*^ple  or  ceremony  as  men  do  to  a  whore. 

Old  men  view  best  at  a  distance,  with  the  eyes  of 
their  onderrtanding,  as  well  as  with  those  of  nature. 

^^e  people  take  more  care  to  hide  their  wisdom 
th*o  their  folly. 

Arbitrary  power  is  the  natural  object  of  temptation 
t»  s  prince,  as  wine  or  women  to  a  young  fellow,  or  a 
^be  to  a  judge,  or  avarice  to  old  age,  or  vanity  to  a 
wmnan. 

Anthony  Henley *s  farmer  dving  of  an  asthma,  said, 
^  ^ell,  if  I  can  get  this  breath  once  out,  111  take  care 
't  ihall  never  get  in  again." 

Ihe  humour  of  exploding  many  things  under  the 
Q^ioe  of  trifles,  foppenes,  and  only  imaginary  goods,  is 
*  ^*Tf  hke  proof  either  of  wisdom  or  magnanimity,  and 
a  mat  check  to  Tirtuous  actions.  For  instance,  with 
''wd  to  fkme :  Aere  is  in  most  people  a  reluctance 
v«l  unvillingneis  to  be  forgotten.  We  observe,  even 
*">ong  the  vulgar,  how  fond  they  are  to  have  an  in- 
•^ptiou  over  their  grave.  It  requires  but  little  philo- 
vj^y  to  discover  aikI  obwrre  tbaU  there  is  no  intrinsic 
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value  in  all  this ;  however,  if  it  be  founded  in  our 
nature,  as  an  incitement  to  virtue,  it  ought  not  to  be 
ridiculed. 

Complaint  is  the  largest  tribute  heaven  receives, 
and  the  siiicerest  part  of  our  devotion. 

The  common  fluency  of  speech  iu  many  men,  and 
most  women,  is  owing  to  a  scarcity  of  matter,  and  a 
scarcity  of  words ;  for  whoever  is  a  master  of  language, 
and  has  a  mind  full  of  ideas,  will  be  apt,  in  speaking, 
to  hesitate  upon  the  choice  of  both  ;  whereas  common 
speakers  have  only  one  set  of  ideas  and  one  set  of 
words  to  clothe  them  in  ;  and  these  are  always  ready 
at  the  mouth :  so  people  come  faster  out  of  a  church 
when  it  is  almost  empty,  than  when  a  crowd  is  at  the 
door. 

Few  are  qualified  to  shine  in  company ;  but  it  is  iu 
most  men  s  power  to  be  agreeable.  Tlie  reason,  there- 
fore, why  conversation  runs  so  low  at  present,  is  not  the 
defect  of  understanding,  but  pride,  vanity,  ill-nature, 
affectation,  singularity,  positiveness,  or  some  other  vice, 
the  effect  of  a  wrong  education. 

To  be  vain  is  rather  a  mark  of  humility  than  pride. 
Vain  men  delight  in  telling  what  honours  have  been 
done  them,  what  great  company  they  have  kept,  and 
the  like,  by  which  they  plainly  confess  that  these 
honours  were  more  than  their  due,  and  such  as  their 
friends  would  not  believe,  if  they  had  not  been  told ; 
whereas  a  man  truly  proud,  thinks  the  greatest  honours 
below  his  merit,  and  consequently  scorns  to  boast  I 
therefore  deliver  it  as  a  maxim,  that  whoever  desirea 
the  character  of  a  proud  man,  ought  to  conceal  his 
vanity. 

Law,  in  a  free  country,  is,  or  ought  to  be,  the  deter- 
mination of  the  majority  of  those  who  have  property  in 
land. 

One  argument  used  to  the  disadvantage  of  Pro- 
vidence, I  take  to  be  a  very  strong  one  iu  its  defence. 
it  is  objected,  that  storms  and  tempests,  unfruitful 
seasons,  serpents,  spiders,  flies,  and  other  noxious  or 
troublesome  animals,  wiUi  many  other  instances  of  the 
same  kind,  discover  an  imperfection  iu  nature,  because 
human  life  would  be  much  easier  without  them  :  but  tlie 
design  of  Providence  may  clearly  be  perceived  in  this 
proceeding.  The  motions  of  the  sun  and  moon,  in 
short,  the  whole  system  of  the  universe,  as  far  as 
philosophers  have  been  able  to  discover  and  observe, 
are  in  tne  utmost  degree  of  regularity  and  perfection ; 
but  wherever  God  has  left  to  man  the  ])ower  of  inter- 
posing a  remedy  by  thought  or  labour,  there  he  has 
placed  things  in  a  state  of  imperfection,  on  purpose  to 
stir  up  human  industry,  without  which  life  would 
stagnate,  or  indeed  rather  could  not  subsist  at  all: 
Curit  acuuntur  tnorialia  corda. 

Praise  is  the  daughter  of  present  power. 

How  inconsistent  is  man  with  himself! 

I  have  known  several  persons  of  great  fame  for 
wisdom  in  public  affairs  and  councils  governed  by 
foolish  servants : 

I  have  known  great  ministers,  distinguished  for  wit 
and  learning,  who  preferred  none  but  dunces : 

I  have  known  men  of  great  valour  cowards  to  their 
wives: 

I  have  known  men  of  the  greatest  cunning  per- 
petually  cheated : 

I  knew  three  great  ministers,  who  could  exactly 
compute  and  settle  the  accompts  of  a  kingdom,  but 
were  wholly  ignorant  of  their  own  economy. 

The  preaching  of  divines  helps  to  preserve  well- 
inclined  men  in  the  course  of  virtue,  but  seldom  or 
never  reclaims  the  vicious. 

Princes  usually  make  wiser  choices  than  the  servants 
whom  they  trust  for  the  disposal  of  places :  I  have 
known  a  prince  more  than  once  choose  an  able 
minister ;  but  1  never  observed  that  minister 
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credit  in  the  dispoeal  of  an  employment  to  a  person 
wbom  he  thought  the  fittest  for  it.  One  of  the  greatest 
in  this  age  [Harley]  owned,  and  excused  the  matter, 
from  the  violence  of  parties,  and  the  unreasonableness 
of  friends. 

Small  causes  are  snfBcient  to  make  a  man  uneasy, 
when  great  ones  are  not  in  the  way :  ibr  want  of  a 
block  he  will  stumble  at  a  straw. 

Dignity,  high  station,  or  great  riches,  are  in  some 
sort  necessary  to  old  men,  in  order  to  keep  the  younger 
at  a  distance,  who  are  otherwise  too  apt  to  insult  them 
upon  the  score  of  their  age. 

Every  man  desires  to  live  long ;  but  no  man  would 
be  old. 

Love  of  flattery,  in  most  men,  proceeds  from  the 
mean  opinion  they  have  eft  diemselves;  in  women, 
from  the  contrary. 

If  books  and  laws  continue  to  increase  as  they  have 
done  for  fifty  years  pest,  I  am  in  concern  for  future 
ages,  how  any  man  will  be  learned,  or  any  man  a 
lawyer. 

Kings  are  commonly  said  to  have  long  hands;  I 
wish  they  had  as  long  ears. 

Princes  in  their  infancy,  childhood,  and  youth  are 
said  to  discover  prodigious  parts  and  wit,  to  speak 
things  that  surprise  and  astonish :  strange,  so  many 
hopeful  princes,  and  so  many  shamefiil  kings!  If 
they  happen  to  die  young,  tiiey  would  have  been 
prodigies  of  wisdom  and  virtue :  if  they  live,  they  are 
often  prodigies  indeed,  but  of  another  sort. 

Politics,  as  the  word  is  commonly  understood,  are 
nothing  but  corruptions,  and  consequently  of  no  use  to 
a  good  king,  or  a  good  ministry :  for  which  reason  all 
courts  are  so  full  of  politics. 

Silenus,  the  fostei^father  of  Bacchus,  is  always  carried 
by  an  ass,  and  has  horns  on  his  head.  The  moral  is, 
that  drunkards  are  led  by  fools,  and  have  a  great 
chance  to  be  cuckolds. 

Venus,  a  beautiful,  good-natured  lady,  was  the 
goddess  of  love;  Juno,  a  terrible  shrew,  the  godden^of 
marriage :  and  they  were  always  mortal  enemies. 

Those  who  are  against  religion,  most  needs  be  fools ; 
and'therefore  we  read  that  of  all  aninuds,  God  refused 
the  first-bom  of  an  ass. 

A  very  little  wit  is  valued  in  a  woman,  as  we  are 
pleased  with  a  few  words  spoken  plain  by  a  parrot. 

A  nice  man  is  a  man  of  nasty  ideas. 

Apollo  was  held  the  god  of  physic,  and  sender  of 
diseases.  Both  were  originally  the  same  trade,  and 
still  continue. 

Old  men  and  comets  have  been  reverenced  for  die 
same  reason ;  their  long  beards,  and  pretences  to  foretel 
events. 

A  person  was  asked  at  court,  "  what  he  thought 
of  an  ambassador,  and  his  train,  who  were  all  em- 
broidery and  lace,  fnll  of  bows,  cringes,  and  ges- 
tures f  *  He  said,  "  it  was  Solomon*s  importation,  gold 
and  apes." 

There  is  a  story  in  Plausanias  of  a  plot  for  betraying 
a  city  discovered  by  the  braying  of  an  ass ;  the  cack- 
ling of  geese  saved  the  Capitol ;  and  Catsdine's  con- 
spiracy was  discovered  by  a  whore.  These  are  the 
only  three  animals,  as  far  as  I  remember,  famous  in 
history  as  evidences  and  informers. 

Most  sorts  of  diversion  in  men,  children,  and  other 
animals,  are  in  imitation  of  fighting. 

Augustus,  meeting  an  ass  with  a  lucky  name,  fore- 
told himself  good  fortune.  I  meet  many  asses,  but 
none  of  them  have  lucky  names. 

If  a  man  makes  me  keep  my  distance,  the  comfort 
is,  he  keeps  his  at  the  same  time. 

Who  can  deny  that  all  men  are  violent  lovers  of 
truth  when  we  See  them  so  positive  in  their  errors, 
which  they  will  maintain  out  of  their  seal  to  truth, 


although  they  eontradict  themselves  every  day  of  their 
lives  f 

That  was  excellently  observed,  say  I,  when  I  md  a 
passage  in  an  author,  where  his  opmion  agiees  with 
mine.  When  we  differ,  there  I  pronounce  him  to  be 
mistaken. 

Very  few  men,  properly  speaking,  live  at  pfCKDt, 
but  are  providing  to  live  anotner  time. 

As  universal  a  practice  as  lying  is,  and  ss  mtj  i 
one  as  it  seems,  I  do  not  remember  to  have  hesid  thne 
good  lies  in  all  my  conversation,  even  from  thoie  who 
were  most  celelnatad  in  that  faculty. 

Laws  nenned  with  the  utmost  care  and  exsctnen, 
and  in  tne  vulgar  language,  are  often  peirertsd  to 
Wrong  meanings ;  then  why  should  we  wondar  thstthe 
Bible  is  so  9 

A  man  seeing  a  wasp  creeping  into  a  vial  filkd 
with  honey  that  was  hung  on  a  frait-tice,  said  tfaos: 
'<  Why,  thou  sottish  animal,  art  thou  mad  to  go  into 
the  vial,  where  you  see  many  hundred  of  your  ktnl 
dying  before  you  T* — **  The  reproach  is  just,'*SDiwtRtl 
the  wasp,  '*  but  not  from  you  men,  who  are  so  fitf  fnm 
taking  example  by  other  people*s  follies  that  yw  will 
not  take  warning  by  your  own.  If  after  falling lerml 
times  into  this  vial,  and  escaping  by  chance,  1  ibooid 
&11  in  again,  I  should  then  but  resemble  you." 

An  old  miser  kept  a  tame  jackdaw,  that  med  to 
steal  pieces  of  money  and  hide  them  in  a  hole ;  wbidi 
the  cat  obsCTving,  asked,  ^  Why  ha  would  hoard  up 
those  round  shining  things  that  be  could  make  do 
uie  of  f  *--<<  Why,"  said  the  jackdaw,  *^my  uMsttr  has 
a  whole  chest  fbll,  and  makes  no  more  use  of  tbem 
than  I." 

Men  are  contented  to  be  laughed  at  for  their  vit, 
but  not  for  their  folly. 

If  the  men  of  wit  and  genius  would  resolve  ners  ts 
complain  in  their  works  of  critics  and  debactonr  the 
next  age  would  not  know  that  they  ever  had  any. 

Afler  all  tlie  maxims  and  systenu  of  trade  and  oosh 
merce,  a  stander-by  would  think  the  afbiis  of  ^ 
world  were  most  ridiculously  contrived. 

There  are  few  countries  which,  if  well  cnltrratsd. 
would  not  support  double  the  number  of  dieir  inhabit- 
ants, and  yet  fewer  where  one-third  part  of  the  pcop^ 
are  not  extremdy  stinted  even  in  the  npcessaricsof  li^- 
I  send  out  twenty  barrels  of  com,  which  would  msip- 
tain  a  family  in  bread  for  a  year,  and  I  bring  bsck  is 
return  a  vessel  of  wine,  which  half  a  dosen  pH"^ 
fellows  would  drink  in  less  than  a  naoath,  at  tbr 
expense  of  their  health  and  reason. 

A  motto  for  the  Jesuits : — 

Qaae  regie  in  tenia  nostri  non  pleoa  laborb  ? 

A  man  would  have  but  few  spectators  if  he  dkn^ 
to  show  for  threepence  how  he  could  thrust  a  i«d-lM^ 
iron  into  a  hairA  of  gunjwwder,  and  it  shoold  not  take 
fire. 

Query,  Whether  churches  are  not  dormitories  of  tke 
living  as  well  as  of  the  dead  i 

Harry  Killegtew  said  to  lord  Wharton,  «  You  would 
not  swear  at  tl^t  rate  if  you  thought  you  wcse  doioj 
God  honour." 

A  copy  of  verses  kept  in  the  cabinet,  and  only  ihovti 
to  a  few  friends,  is  like  a  virgin  much  sought  after 
and  admired ;  but  when  printed  and  publiihed,  ialike 
a  common  whore,  whom  anybody  may  purchaie  for 
half-a  crown. 

Louis  XIV.  of  France  spent  his  lilie  in  tumiag  s 
good  name  into  a  great. 

Since  the  union  of  divinity  and  humanity  is  the 
great  article  of  our  religion,  it  is  Oild  to  see  some 
clerg]rmen,  in  their  writings  of  divinity,  wholly  deroid 
of  humanity. 

The  Epicureans  began  to  spread  at  Room  in  the  cbb- 
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pre  of  Aogiutei,  as  the  SocmiAot,  and  even  the  Bpi- 
cunm  too^  (lid  in  England  toward  the  end  of  king 
Qkirfeill.s  reign;  which  ii  reckoned,  though  very 
thwrdly,  our  Augiittan  age.  They  both  aeem  to  be 
coauft^mt  oeeaiiooed  by  luxury  aud  peace,  and  by 
poliicDeH  beginnii^  to  decline. 

fionetimei  I  lead  a  book  with  pleasure,  and  detest 
dieaathor. 

At  a  bookaeller  a  shop  some  time  ago,  I  saw  a  book 
with  this  tide:  <<  Poems  by  the  Author  of  the  Choice." 
Not  enduring  to  read  a  dosen  lines,  I  asked  the  com- 
naywirb  me,  whether  they  had  ever  seen  the  book,  or 
aeinl  of  the  poem  whence  the  author  denominated 
huHslf ;  dwy  were  all  as  ignorant  as  I.  But  I  find  it 
enuBon  with  these  small  dealers  in  wit  and  learning, 
to  give  themsdves  a  title  from  their  first  adventure,  as 
Dob  Quixote  usually  did  from  his  last  This  arises 
^^  tfast  great  importance  which  every  man  suppoaes 
hiaKifto  beef. 

OaeDeBnis,commonlv  called  <<the  critic,"  who  had 
writ  s  (hnepenny  pamphlet  against  the  power  of  France, 
faring  ia  the  caontry,  and  hearing  of  a  French  privft- 
(Sff  horeriog  about  the  coast,  although  he  were  twenty 
milct  from  the  sea,  fled  to  town,  and  told  his  iriendi^ 
""tbcf  need  not  wonder  at  his  haste;  tat  the  king  of 
P^uce,  having  got  intelligence  where  he  was,  had  sent 
s  prirater  on  purpose  tst  catch*  him." 

Dr.  Gee,  peebendary  of  Westminster,  who  had  writ 
samll  paper  against  pmiery,  being  obliged  to  travel 
^bwbedth,  affected  to  disguise  his  person  and  change 
kit  nsaM,  as  he  passed  through  Portugal,  Spain,  and 
Itdy;  telling  all  the  English  he  met,  *<that  he  was 


Engli^  he  met, 
dnid  of  being  murdered,  or  put  into  the  Inquisition." 
He  vasaetnig  the  same  furce  at  Paris,  till  Mr.  Prior 
l*ho  vas  then  secretary  to  the  embassy)  quite  disoon- 
cetel  the  doctor  by  maliciously  discovering  the  secret ; 
aad  oAring  to  engage,  body  for  body,  that  not  a  crea- 
Uuc  would  hart  him,  or  had  ever  heard  at  him  or  his 
psmpklct 

A  chamberaiaad  to  a  lady  of  my  acquaintance,  thirty 
Bilei  from  LondoD,  had  the  very  same  turn  of  thought ; 
vben  talking  with  one  of  her  fellow-servants,  she  said, 
''I  inar  it  is  all  over  London  already  that  I  am  going 
to  leave  my  lady  :**  and  so  had  a  footman,  who,  being 
Mvly  named,  desired  his  comiade  to  teU  him  fieely 
v^  the  town  said  oT  it. 

Who  noMbody  was  tdling  a  certain  great  minister 
Hit  people  were  discontented,  "  Pho,"  said  he,  '<  half  a 
«<fo  ibola  are  prating  in  a  coffeehouse,  and  presently 
™nk  tbdr  own  noise  about  their  ears  is  made  by  the 
world.-'  ' 

.  IV  deatk  of  a  private  man  is  generally  of  so  little 
«poitaiice  to  the  world,  that  it  cannot  be  a  thing  of 
^  importance  in  itwlf,  and  yet  I  do  not  observe, 
<^  the  pnctice  of  mankind,  that  either  philosophy 
«  nature  have  suAciently  armed  us  against  the  lean 
which  attend  it.  Neither  do  I  find  anything  able  to 
ncooeile  as  to  it,  but  extreme  pain,  shame^  or  de^ir; 
»«  poroty,  impriaonment,  ill  nortune,  grief,  sickuess, 
u^^old  age,  dogeneiaUy  iuL 

^  hoce  comes  the  custom  of  bidding  a  woman  look 
^^  a|von-strings  to  find  an  excused  Was  it  not 
"^  the  apron  of  fig-leaves  worn  by  Eve,  when  she 
^•nd  henelf  and  was  the  first  of  her  sex  who  made 
«  Ud  excuse  fisr  eating  the  forbidden  fruit  t 

1  oevtf  wonder  to  see  men  wicked,  but  I  often  won- 

rv?  "^  '^^'^  ^^  ashamed. 

JDo  net  we  aoe  how  easily  we  pardon  our  own  actions 
^I^OM,  and  the  very  infirmities  of  our  bodies: 
*^T  ihoQld  it  be  wonderftil  to  find  us  pardon  our  own 

There  is  no  vke  or  foUy  that  requires  so  much  nicety 
•M  Kill  to  manage  as  vanity ;  nor  any  which,  by  iU 
"i>o>gcaoii,  makes  io  contemptible  a  figure. 


Observation  is  an  old  man^s  memory. 
Eloquence,  smooth   and  cutting,   is  like  a  raior 
whetted  with  oil. 

Imaginary  evils  soon  become  real  ones  by  indulging 
our  reflections  on  them ;  as  he  who  in  a  melancholy 
fancy  sees  something  like  a  lace  on  the  wall  or  the 
wainscot,  can,  by  two  or  three  touches  with  a  lead- 
pencil,  make  it  ^look  visible,  aud  agreeing  with  what 
ne  fancied. 

Men  of  great  parts  are  often  unfortunate  in  the  ma- 
nagement oif  public  business,  because  they  are  apt  to 
go  out  of  the  common  road  by  the  quickness  of  their 
imagination.  This  I  once  said  to  my  lord  BolingtMt>ke, 
and  desired  he  would  observe,  that  the  clerks  in  his 
oflice  used  a  sort  of  ivory  knife  with  a  blunt  edge  to 
divide  a  sheet  of  paper,  which  never  failed  to  cut  it 
even,  only  requiring  %  steady  hand :  whereas  if  they 
should  make  use  of  a  sharp  pen-knife,  the  sharpness 
would  make  it  go  often  out  of  the  crease  and  dis^ure 
the  paper. 

''  He  who  does  not  provide  for  his  own  house,"  St. 
Paul  [says,  "  is  worse  than  an  infidel.''  And  I  think, 
he  who  provides  only  for  his  own  house,  is  just  equal 
with  an  infidel. 

Jealousy,  like  fire,  may  shrivel  up  horns,  but  it 
makes  them  stink. 

A  footman's  hat  should  fly  off  to  everybody  :  and 
therefore  Mercury,  who  was  Jupiter's  footman,  had  wings 
ftstened  to  his  cap. 

When  a  man  pretends  love,  but  courts  for  money,  he 
is  like  a  juggler,  who  conjures  away  your  shilling,  and 
conveys  something  very  indecent  under  the  hat. 

All  panegyrics  are  mingled  with  an  infusion  |0l 
poppy. 

I  have  known  men  happy  enough  at  ridicule,  who 
upon  grave  subjects  were  perfectly  stupid ;  of  which 
Dr.  Echard  of  Cambridge,  who  writ  "The  Contempt 
of  the  Clergy  "  was  a  great  instance. 

One  top  of  Parnassus  was  sacred  to  Bacchus,  the 
other  to  Apollo. 

Matrimony  has  many  children ;   Repentance,   Dis- 
cord, Poverty,  Jealousy,  Sickness,  Spleen,  Loathing,  &c. 
Vision  is  the  art  of  seeing  things  invisible. 
The  two  maxims  of  any  great  man  at  court  are, 
always  to  keep  his  countenance,  and  never  to  keep  his 
word. 

I  asked  a  poor  man  how  he  didf  He  said  he  was 
like  a  washball,  always  in  decay. 

Hippocrates,  Apb.  32.'sect.  6.,  observes,  that  stutter- 
ing people  are  always  subject  to  a  looseness.  I  wish 
physicians  had  power  to  remove  the  profusion  of  words 
ui  many  people  to  the  inferior  parts. 

A  man  dreamed  he  was  a  cuckold ;  a  friend  told 
him  it  was  a  bad  sign,  because  when  a  dream  is  true, 
Virgil  says  it  passes  through  the  homed  gate. 

Love  is  a  flame,  and  therefore  we  say  beauty  is  at- 
tractive; because  physicians  observe  that  fire  is  a  great 
drawer. 

Civis,  the  most  honouable  name  among  the  Romans ; 
a  citixen  a  word  of  contempt  among  us. 

A  lady  who  had  gallantries  and  several  children, 
told  her  husband  he  was  like  the  austere  man,  who 
reaped  where  he  did  not  sow. 

We  lead  that  an  ass's  head  was  sold  for  eighty  pieces 
of  silver ;  they  have  lately  been  sold  ten  thousaiid  timea 
dearer,  and  yet  they  were  never  more  nleiitiful. 

I  must  complain  the  cards  are  ill  shuflled  till  I 
have  a  good  hand. 

When  I  am  reading  a  book,  whether  wise  or  siUy,  it 
seems  to  me  to  be  alive  and  talking  to  me. 

Whoever  live  at  a  different  end  of  the  town  from  me, 
I  look  upon  as  persons  out  of  the  world,  and  only  my- 
self and  the  scene  about  me  to  be  in  it. 
When  I  was  youngs  I  thought  all  the  world,  as  well 
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at  myself,  was  wholly  taken  up  in  discoursing  upon 
the  last  new  play. 

My  lord  Cromarty,  after  fourscore,  went  to  his  coun- 
try house  in  Scotland,  with  a  resolution  to  stay  six 
years  there  and  live  thriftily,  in  order  to  save  up  money, 
tiiat  he  might  spend  in  Loudon. 

It  is  said  of  the  horses  in  the  vision,  that  '*  their 
power  was  in  their  mouths  and  in  their  tails."  What 
18  said  of  horses  in  the  vision,  in  reality  may  be  said 
of  women. 

Elephants  are  always  drawn  smaller  than  life,  but  a 
flea  always  lai^r. 

When  old  folks  tell  us  of  many  passages  in  their 
youth  between  them  and  their  company.  We  are  apt  to 
think  how  much  happier  those  times  were  than  the 
present. 

Why  does  the  elder  sister  dance  barefoot,  when  the 
younger  is  married  before  her  f  Is  it  not  that  she  may 
appear  shorter  and  consequently  be  thought  younger 
than  the  bride  f 

No  man  will  take  counsel,  but  every  man  will  take 
money :  therefore  money  is  better  than  counsel. 

I  never  yet  knew  a  wag  (as  the  term  is,)  who  was 
not  a  dunce. 

A  person  reading  to  me  a  dull  poem  of  his  own 
making,  I  prevailed  on  him  to  scratch  out  six  lines  to- 
gether ;  in  turning  over  the  leaf,  the  ink  being  wet,  it 
marked  as  many  lines  on  the  other  side ;  whereof  the 
poet  complaining,  I  bid  him  be  easy,  *'for  it  would  be 
twtter  if  those  were  out  too.** 

At  Windsor  I  was  observing  to  my  lord  Boling- 
broke,  "  that  the  tower  where  the  maids  of  honour 
lodged  (who  at  that  time  were  very  handsome)  was 
much  frequented  with  crows.'*  My  lord  said,  '■'  it  was 
because  tbey  smelled  carrion.** 


A  TREATISE  ON  GOOD  MANNERS 
AND  GOOD  BREEDING.*^ 


Good  manners  is  the  art  of  making  those  people  easy 
with  whom  we  converse. 

Whoever  makes  the  fewest  persons  uneasy  is  the  best 
bred  in  the  company. 

As  the  best  law  is  founded  upon  reason,  so  are  the 
best  manners.  And  as  some  lawyers  have  introduced 
unreasonable  things  into  common  law,  so  likewise  many 
teachers  have  introduced  absurd  things  into  common 
good  manners. 

One  principal  point  of  this  art  is,  to  suit  our  beha- 
Tiour  to  the  three  several  degrees  of  men ;  our  superiors, 
our  equals,  and  those  below  us. 

For  instance,  to  press  eitiier  of  the  two  former  to  eat 
or  drink  is  a  breach  of  manners ;  but  a  tradesman  or  a 
farmer  must  be  thus  treated,  or  else  it  will  be  difficult 
to  persuade  them  that  they  are  welcome. 

Pride,  ill-nature,  and  want  of  sense,  are  the  three 
great  sources  of  ill-manners  :  without  some  one  of  these 
defects,  no  man  will  behave  himself  ill  for  want  of 
experience,  or  of  what,  in  the  language  of  fools,  is  called 
knowing  the  world. 

I  defy  any  one  to  assign  an  incident  wherein  reason 
will  not  direct  us  what  to  say  or  do  in  company,  if  we 
axe  not  misled  by  pride  or  ill  nature. 

Therefore  I  insist  that  good  sense  is  the  principal 
foundation  of  good  manners ;  but  because  the  former  is 
a  gift  which  very  few  among  mankind  are  possessed  of, 
therefore  all  the  civilised  nations  of  the  world  have 
agreed  upon  fixing  some  rules  upon  common  behaviour 
best  suited  to  their  general  customs  or  fancies,  as  a 
kind  of  arti6cial  good  sense,  to  supply  the  defects  of 
reason.     Without  which  the  gentlemanly  part  of  dunces 

*  '*  The  retttlt  of  much  good  wase,  ■ome  good  natoK,  aad  a 
little  telf-dciiial  for  the  lake  of  others,  and  with  a  view  to  ob- 
tain the  same  iadalgeoce  from  them."— Loan  CnESTsanxLD. 


would  be  perpetually  at  cufis,  as  they  seldom  ful  when 
they  happen  to  be  drunk,  or  engaged  in  squabbles  about 
women  or  play.  And,  God  be  thanked,  there  hardly 
happens  a  duel  in  a  year,  which  may  not  be  imputed  to 
one  of  these  three  motives.  Upon  which  acccount,  I 
should  be  exceedingly  sorry  to  And  the  legislature 
make  any  new  laws  against  the  practice  of  duelling ; 
because  the  methods  are  easy  and  many  for  a  wise 
man  to  avoid  a  quarrel  with  honour,  or  engage  in  it 
with  innocence.  And  I  can  discover  no  political  evil 
in  suffering  bullies,  sharpers,  and  rakes,  to  rid  the 
world  of  each  other  by  a  method  of  their  own,  when 
the  law  has  not  been  able  to  find  an  ex^iedient. 

As  the  common  forms  of  good  manners  were  intended 
for  regulating  the  conduct  of  those  who  have  weak  un- 
derstandings;  so  they  have  been  corrupted  by  the 
persons  for  whose  use  they  were  contrived.  For  thoe 
people  have  fallen  into  a  needless  and  endless  way  of 
multiplying  ceremonies,  which  have  been  extremely 
troublesome  \o  those  who  practise  them,  and^  insup- 
portable to  everybody  else  :  insomuch  that  viae  men 
are  often  more  uneasy  at  the  over-civility  of  tfaeie 
refiners  than  they  could  possibly  be  in  the  coovenation 
of  peasants  or  mechanics. 

The  imperttnencies  of  this  ceremonial  behaviour  vt 
nowhere  better  seen  than  at  those  tables  where  the  ladiei 
preside,  who  value  themselves  upon  account  of  their 
good  breeding;  where  a  man  must  reckon  upon  paving 
an  hour  without  doing  any  one  thing  he  has  a  mind  to; 
unless  he  will  be  so  hardy  as  to  break  through  all  the 
settled  decorum  of  the  family.  She  determines  what 
he  loves  best,  and  how  much  he  shall  eat ;  and  if  the 
master  of  the  house  happens  to  be  of  the  same  disposi- 
tion he  proceeds  in  tne  same  tyrannical  manner  U) 
prescribe  in  the  drinking  part :  at  the  same  time  you 
are  imder  ^e  necessity  of  answering  a  thousand  apo- 
logies for  your  entertainment.  And  although  a  gnid 
d«d  of  this  humour  is  pretty  well  worn  efl*  amimg 
many  people  of  the  best  fashion,  yet  too  much  of  it 
still  remains,  especially  in  the  country;  where  aii 
honest  gentleman  assured  me,  that  having  been  kept 
four  days  against  his  will  at  a  friend's  house,  wi&  ail 
the  circumstances  of  hiding  his  boots,  locking  up  the 
stable,  and  other  contrivances  of  the  like  nature,  be 
could  not  remember,  from  the  moment  he  came  into 
the  house  to  the  moment  he  left  it,  any  one  thing 
wherein  his  inclination  was  not  directly  contradicted; 
as  if  the  whole  family  had  entered  into  a  combioatioo 
to  torment  him. 

But,  beside  all  this,  it  would  be  endlen  to  recount 
the  many  foolish  and  ridiculous  accidents  I  have  ob- 
served among  these  unfortunate  proselytes  to  ceremwj' 
I  have  seen  a  duchess  fiairly  knocked  down,  by  the  pr^ 
cipitancy  of  an  officious  coxcomb  running  to  save  hft 
the  trouble  of  opening  a  door.  I  remember,  upon  a 
birth-day  at  court,  a  great  lady  was  rendered  utterly 
disconsolate  by  a  dish  of  sauce  let  tall  by  a  page  di* 
rectly  upon  her  head-dress  and  brocade,  while  sbe  ga<« 
a  sudden  turn  to  her  elbow  upon  some  point  of  cere- 
mony with  the  person  who  sat  next  to  ho".  Moiuieur 
Buys,  the  Dutch  envoy,  whose  politics  and  mannen 
were  much  of  a  siie,  brought  a  son  with  him,  about 
thirteen  years  old,  to  a  great  table  at  court.  The  boy 
and  his  fatlier,  whatever  they  put  on  their  plates,  tliey 
6rBt  offered  round  in  order,  to  every  person  in  company ; 
so  that  we  could  not  get  a  minute  s  quiet  during  the 
whole  dinner.  At  last  their  two  plate*  happened  to 
encounter,  and  with  so  much  violence,  that,  being 
china,  they  broke  in  twenty  pieces,  and  stained  half  the 
company  with  wet  sweet-meats  and  cream. 

There  is  a  pedantry  in  manners,  as  in  alt  vts  an*! 
sciences ;  and  sometimes  in  trades.  Pedantry  is  pro- 
perly the  over-rating  of  any  kind  of  knowledge  *« 
pretend  to.    And  if  that  kind  of  knowledge  be  a  trifle 
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in  Itself,  tbe  pedantry  ii  the  greater.  For  which  reason 
I  look  apon  tiddlers,  dancing- niaaters,  heralds,  masters 
of  ihe  ccreroouy,  &c.  to  be  greater  jiedants  than  Lipsius, 
ur  tijf  elder  Scaliger.  With  this  kind  of  pedants,  the 
ci/ort  while  I  knew  it,  was  always  plentifully  stocked ; 
1  mean  from  the  gentleman  usher  (at  least)  inclusive, 
doruvard  to  the  gentleman  porter :  who  are,  generally 
apeokiug,  the  most  insignificant  race  of  people  that  this 
itiaiid  can  afford,  and  with  the  smallest  tincture  of 
good  inanDers ;  which  is  the  only  trade  they  profess. 
For,  being  wholly  illiterate,  and  conversing  chiefly 
witb  each  other,  they  reduce  the  whole  system  of  breed- 
ing within  the  forms  and  circles  of  their  several  offices  : 
aiiJ,  as  they  are  below  the  notice  of  ministers,  they 
live  and  die  in  court  under  all  revolutions,  with  great 
ohMTjuiousoess  to  those  who  are  in  any  degree  of  credit 
or  farour,  and  with  rudeness  and  insolence  to  every- 
body eUe.  Whence  I  have  long  concluded,  that  good 
maiuienare  not  a  phint  of  the  court  growth:  for  if 
thfj  were,  those  people,  who  have  understandings  di- 
rectly of  a  level  for  such  acquirements,  who  have 
«TTed  «ich  long  apprenticeships  to  nothing  else,  would 
certainly  have  picked  them  up.  For,  as  to  the  great 
offiw,  who  attend  the  prince's  person  or  councils,  or 
prefide  in  his  family,  they  are  a  transient  body,  who  have 
no  better  a  title  to  good  manners  than  their  neighbours, 
o^wQl  probably  have  recourse  to  gentlemen  ushers 
for  instruction.  So  that  I  know  little  to  be  leanied  at 
court  upon  this  head,  except  in  the  material  circum- 
»u»ce  of  dress;  wherein  the  authority  of  the  maids  of 
honour  cQust  indeed  be  allowed  to  be  almost  equal  to 
t«iat  of  a  favourite  actress. 

I  remember  a  passage  my  lord  Bolingbroke  told  me  ; 
tbdt  going  to  receive  prince  Eugene  of  Savoy  at  his 
lainiiiig,  in  order  to  conduct  him  immediately  to  the 
q^ieen,  the  prince  said  he  was  much  concerned  that  he 
fould  not  see  her  majesty  that  night ;  for  Monsieur 
Hoflman  (who  was  then  by)  had  assured  his  highness 
that  he  could  not  be  admitted  into  her  presence  with  a 
tied-up  periwig;  that  his  equipage  was  not  arrived; 
•ftd  that  he  had  endeavoured  in  vain  to  borrow  a  long 
ot.e  among  all  his  valets  and  pages.  My  lord  turned 
ihe  matter  intj  a  jest,  and  brought  the  prince  to  her 
nujesty ;  for  which  he  was  highly  censured  by  the 
whiJe  tribe  of  gentlemen  ushers ;  among  whom  Mon- 
<iettr  Hoffman,  an  old  dull  resident  of  the  emperor's,  had 
licked  up  this  material  point  of  ceremony  ;  and  which 
I  believe  was  the  best  lesson  he  had  learned  in  five- 
Md-twenty  yeara*  residence. 

I  make  a  difference  between  good  manners  and  good 
breeding;  although,  in  order  to  vary  my  expression,  I 
«m  sometimes  forced  to  confound  them.  By  tiie  first, 
I  Milj  uiuJerstand  the  art  of  remembering  and  applying 
eertain  settled  forms  of  general  behaviour.  But  good 
hf«eding  is  of  a  much  Uuger  extent ;  for,  beside  an  un- 
common degree  of  literature  sufficient  to  qualify  a  gen- 
tleman for  reading  a  play  or  a  political  pamphlet,  it 
^f*  in  a  great  compass  of  knowledge ;  no  less  than 
that  of  dancing,  fightmg,  gaming,  making  ihe  circle  of 
Itsly,  riding  the  great  horse,  and  speaking  French ;  not 
t«>  mention  some  other  secondary  or  subaltern  accom- 
jjltihments,  which  are  more  easily  acquired.  So  that 
Jhc  difTereuce  between  good  breeding  and  good  manners 
h«  in  thii^  that  the  former  cannot  be  attained  to  by 
the  belt  understandings  without  study  and  labour; 
•hereas  a  tolerable  degree  of  reason  will  instruct  us  in 
<^'ty  jmrt  of  gootl  manriers,  without  other  assistance. 

I  csii  think  of  nothing  more  useful  upon  this  subject 
thaii  to  point  out  some  particulars,  wherein  the  very  es- 
•^'tials  of  goo<l  maniters  are  concerned,  the  neglect  or 
ITveiting  of  which  does  very  much  disturb  the  good 
tommerce  of  the  world,  by  introducing  a  traffic  of 
ff.jUual  uneasiness  in  most  companies, 
"int,  A  necessary  part  of  good  mannere  is  a  punctual 


observance  of  time  at  our  own  dwellings,  or  those  of 
others,  or  at  third  places;  whether  upon  matter  of 
civility,  business,  or  diversion ;  which  rule,  though  it 
be  a  plain  dictate  of  common  reason,  yet  the  greatest 
minister  1  ever  knew  was  the  greatest  trespasser  against 
it ;  by  which  all  his  business  doubled  upon  him,  and 
placed  him  in  a  continual  arrear.  Upon  which  I  often 
used  to  rally  him,  as  deficient  in  pomt  of  good  man- 
ners. I  have  known  more  than  one  ambassador  and 
secretary  of  state,  with  a  very  moderate  portion  of 
intellectuals,  execute  their  offices  with  good  success 
and  applause,  by  the  mere  force  of  exactness  and  re- 
gularity. If  you  duly  observe  time  for  the  service  of 
another,  it  doubles  the  obligation ;  if  upon  your  own 
account,  it  would  be  manifest  folly,  as  well  as  ingrati** 
tude,  to  neglect  it ;  if  both  are  concerned,  to  make  your 
equal  or  inferior  attend  on  you  to  his  own  disadvantage 
is  pride  and  injustice. 

Ignorance  of  forms  caimot  properly  be  styled  ill 
manners,  because  forms  are  subject  to  frequent  changes ; 
and  consequently,  being  not  founded  upon  reason,  ate 
beneath  a  wise  man's  regard.  Besides,  they  vary  in 
every  country ;  and  after  a  short  period  of  time,  very 
frequently  in  the  same;  so  that  a  man  who  travels 
must  needs  be  at  first  a  stranger  to  them  in  every  court 
through  which  he  passes ;  and,  perhaps,  at  his  return, 
as  much  a  stranger  in  his  own ;  and  after  all,  they  are 
easier  to  be  remembered  or  forgotten  than  faces  or 
names. 

Indeed,  among  the  many  impertinencies  that  super- 
ficial young  men  bring  with  them  from  abroad,  this 
bigotry  of  forms  is  one  of  the  principal,  and  more  pre- 
dominant than  the  rest ;  who  look  upon  them  not  only 
as  if  they  were  matters  capable  of  admitting  of  choice, 
but  even  as  points  of  importance ;  and  are  therefore 
zealous  on  all  occasions  to  introduce  and  propagate 
the  new  forms  and  fashions  tliey  have  brought  back 
with  them ;  so  that,  usually  speaking,  the  worst  bred 
person  in  company  is  a  young  traveller  just  retunied 
from  abroad. 


HINTS  ON  GOOD  MANNERS. 


Good  manners  is  the  art  of  making  every  reasonable 
person  in  the  company  easy,  and  to  be  easy  ourselves. 

What  passes  for  good  manners  in  the  world  gene- 
rally produces  quite  contrary  effects. 

Many  persons  of  both  sexes,  whom  I  have  known,  and 
who  passed  for  well-bred  in  their  own  and  the  world's 
opinion,  are  the  most  troublesome  in  company  to  others 
and  themselves. 

Nothing  is  so  great  an  instance  of  ill  manners  as  flat- 
tery. If  you  flatter  all  the  company,  you  please  none  : 
if  you  flatter  only  one  or  two,  you  afiront  the  rest 

Flattery  is  the  worst  and  falsest  way  of  showing  our 
esteem. 

Where  the  company  meeta,  I  am  confident  the  few 
reasonable  persons  are  every  minute  tempted  to  curse 
the  man  or  woman  among  them  who  endeavours  to  be 
most  distinguished  for  their  good  manners. 

A  man  of  sense  would  rather  fast  till  night  than 
dine  at  some  tables,  where  the  lady  of  the  house  is  pos- 
sessed with  good  manners;  uneasiness,  pressing  to  eat, 
teaiing  with  civility ;  less  practised  in  England  than 
here. 

Courts  are  the  worst  of  all  schools  to  teach  good 
manners. 

A  courtly  bow,  or  gait,  or  dress,  are  no  part  of  good 
manners ;  and  therefore  every  man  of  good  understand- 
ing is  capable  of  being  well-bred  upon  any  occasion. 

To  speak  in  such  a  manner  as  may  possibly  oflfend  any 
reasonable  person  in  company,  is  tbe  highest  instance 
of  ill  manners.  Good  manners  chiefly  consist  in  action. 
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not  in  words.  Modesty  and  humility  the  chief  ingre- 
dients. 

I  have  known  the  court  of  England  under  four  reigns, 
&e  two  last  but  for  a  short  time;  and  whatever  good 
manners  or  politeness  I  observed  in  any  of  them,  was 
not  of  the  court  growth,  but  imported ;  for  a  courtier 
by  trade,  as  gentlemen  ushers,  bed-cbamberwomen, 
maids  of  honour,        •        *        * 

OF   GOOD   MANNERS   AS   TO  CONVERSATION. 

Men  of  wit  and  good  understanding,  as  well  as 
breeding,  are  sometimes  deceived,  and  give  offence  by 
conceiving  a  better  opinion  of  those  with  whom  they 
converse  than  they  ought  to  do.  Thus  I  have  often 
known  the  most  innocent  raillery,  and  even  of  that  kind 
which  was  meant  for  praise,  to  be  mistaken  for  abuse 
and  reflection. 

Of  gibing,  and  how  gibers  ought  to  suffer. 

Of  arguers,  perpetual  contradictors,  long  talkers,those 
who  are  absent  in  company,  interrupters,  not  listeners, 
load  laughers. 

Of  those  men  and  women  whose  face  is  ever  in  a 
smile,  talk  ever  with  a  smile,  condole  with  a  smile,  &c. 

Argument,  as  usually  managed,  is  the  worst  sort  of 
conversation ;  as  it  is  generally  in  books  the  worst  sort 
of  reading. 

Good  conversation  is  not  to  be  expected  in  much 
company,  because  few  listen,  and  there  is  continual 
interruption.  But  good  or  ill  manners  are  discovered, 
let  the  company  be  ever  so  large. 

Perpetual  aiming  at  wit,  a  very  bad  part  of  conver- 
sation. It  is  done  to  support  a  character ;  it  generally 
fails  :  it  is  a  sort  of  insult  on  the  company,  and  a  con- 
straint upon  the  speaker. 

For  a  man  to  talk  in  his  own  trade,  or  business,  or 
faculty,  is  a  great  breach  of  good  manners.  Divines^ 
physicians,  lawyers,  soldiers,  particularly  poets,  are  fre- 
quently guilty  of  this  weakness.  A  poet  conceives  that 
toe  whole  kingdom        *        •         *         •        * 

OF  MEAN  AND  GREAT  FIGURES 
MADE  BY  SEVERAL  PERSONS. 

OP  THOSE  WHO  HAVE  MADE  GREAT  FrOURBS  IN  SOME 
PARTICULAR  ACTION  OR  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  TBEIR 
LIVES. 

Alexander  the  Great,  af^er  his  victory,  (at  the  Straits 
at  Mount  Taurus,)  when  he  entered  the  tent,  where  the 
queen  and  the  princesses  of  Persia  fell  at  his  feet. 

Socrates,  the  whole  last  day  of  hb  life,  and  particu- 
larly from  the  time  he  took  the  poison  until  the  moment 
he  expired. 

Cicero,  when  he  was  recalled  from  his  banishment, 
the  people,  through  every  place  be  passed,  meeting  him 
with  shouts  of  joy  and  congratulation,  and  all  Rome 
coming  out  to  receive  him. 

Regulus,  when  he  went  out  of  Rome  attended  by  his 
friencU  to  the  gates,  and  returned  to  Carthage  according 
to  his  word  of  honour,  although  he  knew  he  must  be 
put  to  a  cruel  death  for  advising  the  Romans  to  pursue 
their  war  with  that  comnuxiwealth. 

Scipio  the  elder,  when  he  dismissed  a  beautiful  cap- 
tive lady  presented  to  him  after  a  great  victory,  turning 
his  head  aside  to  preserve  his  own  virtue. 

The  same  Scipio,  when  he  and  Hannibal  met  before 
the  battle,  if  the  fact  be  true. 

Cincinnatus,  when  the  messengers  sent  by  the  senate 
to  make  him  dictator,  found  him  at  the  plough. 

Epaminondas,  when  the  Persian  ambassador  came  to 
his  house,  and  found  him  in  the  midst  of  poverty. 

The  earl  of  Strafford,  the  day  that  he  made  his  own 
defence  at  his  trial. 

King  Charles  the  Martyr,  during  his  whole  trial,  and 
'  '  '->  death. 


The  Black  Prince,  when  he  waited  at  snpper  on  the 
king  of  France,  whom  he  had  conquered  and  taken  pri- 
soner the  same  day. 

Virgil,  when,  at  Rome,  the  whole  audience  rose  up, 
out  of  veneration,  as  he  entered  the  theatre. 

Mahomet  the  Great,  when  he  cut  off  his  belored 
mistresses  head,  on  a  stage  erected  for  that  parpow,  to 
convince  his  soldiers,  who  taxed  him  for  preferring  his 
love  to  his  glory. 

Cromwell,  when  he  quelled  a  mutiny  in  HydePtrk. 
"  Harry  the  Great  of  France,  when  he  entered  Para, 
and  sat  at  cards  the  same  night  with  some  great  Isdio, 
who  were  his  mortal  enemies. 

Robert  Harley,  earl  of  Oxford,  at  his  trial. 

Cato  of  Utica,  when  he  provided  for  the  safety  of  hii 
friends,  and  had  determined  to  die. 

Sir  Thonuis  More,  during  his  imprisonment,  and  at 
his  execution. 

Marius,  when  the  soldier  sent  to  kill  him  in  the 
dungeon  was  struck  with  so  much  awe  and  vemtatioo 
that  his  sword  fell  from  his  hand. 

Douglas,  when  the  ship  he  commanded  was  on  firp, 
and  he  lay  down  to  die  in  it,  because  it  should  not  be 
said  that  one  of  his  family  ever  quitted  their  post 

OF  those  who  have  made  a  mean   contemptible 

FIGURE   IN  SOME  ACTION  OR  CIRCUMSTANCE  OF  TRfiO 
LIVES. 

Anthony,  at  Actium,  when  he  fled  aiter  Cleopatn. 

Pompey,  when  he  was  killed  on  the  sea-shore,  is 
Egypt. 

Nero  and  Vitellius,  when  they  were  put  to  death. 

Lepidus,  when  he  was  compelled  to  lay  down  hisshse 
of  the  triumvirate. 

Cromwell,  the  day  he  refused  the  kingship  out  of  fear. 

Perseus,  king  of  Macedon,  when  he  was  led  in 
triumph. 

Ricnard  IT.,  of  England,  alter  he  was  deposed. 

The  late  king  of  Poland,  when  the  king  of  Sweda 
forced  him  to  give  up  his  kingdom ;  and  when  he  took 
it  again,  upon  the  king  of  Sweden's  defeat  by  the  Muf 
covites. 

King  James  II.,  of  England,  when  the  prince  of 
Orange  sent  to  him  at  midnight  to  leave  London. 

King  William  III.,  of  England,  when  he  sent  to  hey 
the  house  of  commons  to  continue  his  Dutch  guards, 
and  was  refused. 

The  late  queen  Anne  of  England,  when  she  leot 
Whitworth  to  Muscovy  on  an  embassy  of  humiliatioD, 
for  an  insult  committed  here  on  ,that  prince'i  axo- 
bassador. 

The  lord  chancellor  Bacon,  when  he  was  convicted 
of  bribery. 

The  late  duke  of  Marlborough,  when  he  was  forced, 
after  his  own  disgrace,  to  carry  his  duchesses  gold  kej 
to  the  queen. 

The  old  earl  of  Pembroke,  when  a  Scotch  lord  gsw 
him  a  lash  with  a  whip  at  Newmarket,  in  presence  of 
all  the  nobility,  and  he  bore  it  with  patience. 

King  Charles  II.,  of  England,  when  he  entered  into 
the  second  Dutch  war;  and  in  many  other  actions 
during  his  whole  reign. 

Philip  II.,  of  Spain,  after  the  defeat  of  the  Armsda. 

The  emperor  Charles  V.,  when  he  resigned  his  aown» 
and  nobody  would  believe  his  reasons. 

King  Charles  I.,  of  England,  when,  in  gallantry  to 
his  queen,  he  thought  to  surprise  her  with  a  present  of 
a  diamond  buckle,  which  he  pushed  down  her  ^''^ 
and  tore  her  flesh  with  the  tongue ;  upon  which  »* 
drew  it  out,  and  flung  it  on  the  ground. 

Fairfax,  the  parliament  general,  at  the  time  of  km^ 
Charles's  trial. 

Julius  Ceesar,  when  Anthony  offered  to  pot  a  diadem 
on  his  head,  and  the  people  shooted  for  joy  to  sec  him 
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dccHne  it;  which  he  never  offend  to  do,  until  he  nw 
their  diiiike  iii  their  oountenancef . 

Coriolaoai,  when  he  withdrew  hie  army  from  Rome 
tX  tbe  cotrcety  of  hie  mother. 

Hiiuiibd,  at  Aotiochus  a  court. 

Bean  Fielding,  at  fifty  yean  old,  when,  in  a  quarrel 
npoB  the  ftage,  be  wae  run  into  hit  breast,  which  he 
optned  and  showed  to  the  ladies,  that  he  might  move 
tb«ir  lore  and  pity ;  but  they  all  fell  a-laughing. 

Tbt  count  de  fiussy  Rabutin,  when  he  was  recalled 
to  court  afttt  twenty  years*  baniAment  into  die  coun- 
tiy,  and  affected  to  make  the  same  figure  he  did  in  his 
youth. 

The  earl  of  Sunderland,  when  he  turned  Pa|fist,  in 
the  time  of  king  James  II. ^  and  underwent  all  the  forms 
of  a  heretic  converted. 

Pope  Clement  VII.,  when  he  was  taken  prisoner  at 
Rome,  by  the  emperor  Charles  V.'s  forces. 

Queen  Mary  of  Scotland,  when  she  suffered  Bothwell 
to  nvidi  her,  and  pleaded  that  as  an  excuse  for  mar- 
rying him. 

Kii^  John  of  England,  when  he  gave  up  his  kingdom 
to  the  pof«,  to  be  held  as  a  fief  to  the  see  of  Rome. 


PUBLIC  ABSURDITIES  IN  ENGLAND. 


It  ii  a  common  topic  of  satire,  which  you  will  hear  not 
«ly  from  the  mouths  of  ministers  of  state,  but  of  every 
vhiflfer  in  office,  that  half  a  doien  obscure  fellows,  over 
a  hottle  of  wine  or  a  dish  of  coffee,  shall  presume  to 
ecnsoie  the  actions  of  parliaments  and  councils,  to  form 
■chemcs  of  government,  and  new  •model  the  common- 
vcalth ;  and  tibis  is  usually  ridiculed  as  a  pragmatical 
diipositian  to  politics,  in  the  very  nature  and  genius  of 
the  people.  It  may  possibly  be  true :  and  yet  I  am 
fraaly  deceived  if  any  sober  man,  of  very  moderate 
talcn^  when  he  reflects  upon  the  many  ridiculous 
hortfol  maxima,  customs,  and  general  rules  of  life 
vhich  prevail  in  this  kingdom,  would  not  with  great 
Ks»u  be  tempted,  according  to  the  present  turn  of  his 
homoor,  either  to  laugh,  lament,  or  be  angry ;  or,  if 
be  vere  stnguine  enough,  perhaps  to  dream  of  a  remedy. 
It  if  the  mistake  of  wise  and  good  men,  that  they 
aspect  more  reason  and  virtue  from  human  nature 
thiD,  taking  it  in  the  balk,  it  is  in  any  sort  capable  of. 
Whoerer  has  been  present  at  councils  or  assemblies  of 
tty  wrt,  if  he  be  a  man  of  common  prudence,  cannot 
bat  hare  observed  such  results  and  opinions  to  have 
frequently  passed  a  majority,  as  he  would  be  ashamed 
te  advaaoe  in  prirate  conversation.  I  say  nothing  of 
cnidtj,  oppressioD,  injustice,  and  the  like,  because 
them  SK  lairly  to  be  accounted  for  in  all  assemblies,  as 
bert  grstifying  the  passions  and  interest  of  leaders: 
vhich  is  a  point  of  such  high  consideration,  that  all 
othcn  most  give  place  to  it.  But  I  would  be  nnder- 
^Md  here  to  speak  only  of  opinions  ridiculous,  foolish, 
udahsurd;  with  conclusions  and  actions  suitable  to 
*bem,  at  tlie  same  time  when  the  most  reasonable  pro- 
poiitioDs  are  often  unanimously  rejected.  And  as  all 
Mnblies  of  men  are  liable  to  this  accusation,  so 
likewise  there  are  natural  absurdities  ftom  which  the 
viMit  rtatci  are  not  exempt ;  which  proceed  less  firom 
the  Datnre  of  their  climate  than  that  of  their  govern- 
■^;  the  Gauls,  the  Britons,  the  Spaniards,  and 
Italiiaiy  having  retained  very  little  of  the  characters 
given  thsm  in  ancient  history. 

By  dwie  and  the  like  reflections,  I  have  been  often 
1^  to  consider  some  public  absurdities  in  our  own 
^wptry,  most  of  which  are,  in  my  opinion,  direcUy 
■^oit  the  rules  of  right  reason,  and  axe  attended  with 
rot  ioconveniences  to  the  state.  I  shall  mention  such 
<if  them  M  corae  into  memory,  without  observing  any 


method ;  and  I  shall  give  my  leason^why  I  take  them 
to  be  absurd  in  their  nature,  and  pernicious  in  their 
consequence. 

It  is  absurd  that  any  person,  who  professes  a  different 
form  of  w(M!:^ip  from  thftt  which  is  national,  should  be 
trusted  with  a  vote  for  electing  members  into  the  house 
of  commons ;  because  every  man  is  full  of  seal  for  his 
own  religion,  although  he  regards  not  morality ;  and, 
therefore^  will  endeavour  to  his  utmost  to  bring  in  a 
representative  of  his  own  principles,  which,  if  they  be 
popular,  may  endanger  the  religion  established ;  and 
which,  as  it  has  formerly  happened,  may  alter  the 
whole  frame  of  government. 

A  standing  army  in  England,  whether  in  time  of 
peace  or  war,  is  a  direct  absurdity  :  for  it  is  no  part  of 
uur  business  to  be  a  warlike  nation  otherwise  than  by 
our  fleets.  In  foreign  wars  we  have  no  concern  ftirther 
than  in  conjunction  with  allies,  whom  we  may  either 
assiat  by  sea,  or  by  foreign  troops  paid  with  our  money : 
but  mercenary  troo}M  in  England  can  be  of  no  use, 
except  to  awe  senates,  and  thereby  promote  arbitrary 
power,  in  a  monarchy  or  oligarchy. 

That  the  election  of  senators  should  be  of  any  charge 
to  the  candidates  is  an  absurdity ;  but  that  it  should 
be  so  to  a  ministry,  is  a  manifest  acknowledgment  of 
the  worst  designs.  If  a  ministry  intended  the  service 
of  their  prince  and  country,  or  well  understood  wherein 
their  own  security  best  consisted,  (as  it  is  impossible 
that  a  parliament  freely  elected,  according  to  the  ori- 
ginal institution,  can  do  any  hurt  to  a  tolerable  prince 
or  tolerable  ministry,)  they  would  use  the  strongest 
methods  to  leave  the  people  to  their  own  free  choice ; 
the,  members  would  then  consist  of  persons  who  had  the 
best  estates  in  the  neighbourhood  or  country,  or,  at 
least,  never  of  strangers.  And  surely  this  is  at  least  full 
as  requisite  a  circumstance  to  a  legislator  as  to  a  jury- 
man, who  ought  to  be,  if  poaiible,  ex  vicinio;  since 
such  persons  must  be  supposed  the  best  judges  of  the 
wants  and  desires  of  their  several  boroughs  and  counties. 
To  choose  a  representative  for  Berwick,  whose  estate  ia 
at  Land's  End,  would  have  been  thought  in  former 
times  a  very  great  solecism.  How  much  more  as  it  is  at 
present,  where  so  many  persons  are  returned  for  bo- 
roughs who  do  not  possess  a  foot  of  land  in  the 
kingdom  f 

By  the  old  constitution,  whoever  possessed  a  freehold 
in  land,  by  which  he  was  a  gainer  of  forty  shillings 
a-year,  had  the  privilege  to  vote  for  a  knight  of  the 
shire.     The.  good  effects  of  this  law  are  wholly  eluded, 

girtly  by  the  course  of  time,  and  partly  by  corruption, 
orty  shillings  in  those  ages  were  equal  to  twenty 
pounds  in  ours ;  and,  therefor^  it  was  men  a  want  of 
sagacity  to  fix  that  privilege  to  a  determinate  sum, 
rather  tiian  to  a  certain  quantity  of  land,  arable  or  pas- 
ture, able  to  produce  a  certain  quantity  of  com  and  hay. 
And,  therefore,  it  is  highly  absurd,  and  against  the  in- 
tent of  the  law,  that  this  defect  is  not  regulated. 

But  the  matter  is  still  worse ;  for  any  gentleman 
can,  upon  occasion,  make  as  many  freeholders  as  his 
estate  of  settlement  will  allow,  by  making  leases  for 
life  of  land  at  a  rack-rent  of  forty  shillings;  where  a 
tenant,  who  is  not  worth  one  farthing  a-year  when  hie 
rent  is  paid,  shall  be  held  a  legal  voter  for  a  person  to 
represent  his  county.  Neither  do  I  enter  into  half  the 
frauds  that  are  practised  upon  this  occasion. 

It  is  likewise  absurd,  that  boroughs  decayed  are  not 
absolutely  extinguished,  because  the  retarned  members 
do  in  reality  represent  nobody  at  all ;  and  that  several 
large  towns  are  not  represented,  though  full  of  indus- 
trious townsmen,  who  must  advance  the  trade  of  the 
kingdom. 

llie  claim  of  senators,  to  have  themselves  and  ser* 
vants  exempted  from  lawsuits  and  arrests  is  manifestly 
absurd.    The  proceedings  at  law  are  already  so  scanda- 
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loiu  a  grievance,  upon  account  of  the  delays,  that  they 
little  need  any  addition.  Whoever  is  either  not  ahle, 
or  not  willing,  to  pay  his  just  debts,  or  to  keep  other 
men  out  of  their  lands,  would  evade  the  decision  of  the 
law,  ii  surely  but  ill  qualified  to  be  a  legislator.  A 
criminal  with  as  good  reason  might  sit  on  the  bench, 
with  a  power  of  condemning  men  to  be  hanged  for  their 
honesty.  By  the  annual  sitting  of  parliaments,  and 
the  days  of  privilege  preceding  and  subsequent  a 
senator  is  one  half  of  the  year  beyond  the  reach  of 
common  justice. 

That  tlie  sacred  person  of  a  senator  s  footman  shall 
be  free  from  arrest,  although  he  undoes  the  poor  ale- 
wife  by  running  on  score,  is  a  circumstance  of  equal 
wisdom  and  justice,  to  avoid  the  great  evil  of  his 
master^s  lady  wanting  her  complement  of  liveries  behind 
the  coach. 


OF  THE  EDUCATION  OF  LADIES. 


There  is  a  subject  of  controversy  which  I  have  fre- 
quently met  wim,  in  mixed  and  select  companies  of 
both  sexes,  and  sometimes  only  of  men : — "  Whether  it 
be  pi-udent  to  choose  a  wife  who  has  good  natural  sense, 
some  taste  of  wit  and  humour,  sufficiently  versed  in 
her  own  natural  language,  able  to  read  and  relish  his- 
tory, books  of  travels,  moral  or  entertaining  discourses, 
and  be  a  tolerable  judge  of  the  beauties  in  poetry  V 
This  question  is  generally  determined  in  the  negative 
by  the  women  themselves,  but  almost  universally  by 
me  men. 

We  must  observe,  that  in  this  debate,  those  whom 
we  call  men  and  women  of  fashion  are  only  to  be  un- 
derstood, not  merchants,  tradesmen,  or  others  of  such 
occupations  who  are  not  supposed  to  have  shared  in  a 
liberal  education.  I  except,  likewise,  all  ministers  of 
state  during  their  power,  lawyers  and  physicians  in  great 
practice,  persons  in  such  employments  as  take  up  the 
greater  part  of  the  day,  and  perhaps  some  otlier  condi- 
tions of  life  which  I  caimot  call  to  mind.  Neither  must 
I  forget  to  except  all  gentlemen  of  the  army,  from  the 
general  to  the  ensign;  because  those  qualifications 
abovementioned  in  a  wife,  are  wholly  out  of  their  ele- 
ment and  comprehension ;  together  with  all  mathema- 
ticians, and  gentlemen  lovers  of  music,  metaphysiciaiis, 
virtuosi,  and  great  talkers,  who  have  all  amusements 
enough  of  their  own.  All  these  put  together  will 
amount  to  a  great  number  of  adversaries,  whom  I  shall 
have  no  occasion  to  encounter,  because  I  am  already  of 
their  sentiments.  Those  persons  whom  I  mean  to  in- 
clude, are  the  bulk  of  lords,  knights,  and  squires, 
throughout  England,  whether  they  reside  between  the 
town  and  country,  or  generally  in  either.  I  do  also 
include  those  of  Uie  clergy,  who  have  tolerably  good 
preferments  in  London  or  any  other  parts  of  the  kingdom. 

The  most  material  arguments  that  I  have  met  with, 
on  the  negative  side  of  this  great  question,  are  what  I 
shall  now  impartially  report  in  as  strong  a  light  as  I 
think  they  can  bear. 

It  is  argued,  **  That  the  great  end  of  marriage  is 
propagation  :  that,  consequently,  the  principal  business 
of  a  wife  is  to  breed  children,  and  to  take  care  of  them 
in  their  infancy  :  that  the  wife  is  to  look  to  her  family, 
watch  over  the  servants,  see  that  they  do  their  wurk  : 
that  she  be  absent  from  her  house  as  little  as  possible  : 
that  she  is  answerable  fur  everything  amiss  in  her  fa- 
mily :  that  she  is  to  obey  all  the  lawful  commands  of 
her  husband,  and  visit  or  be  visited  by  no  persons  whom 
he  disapproves :  that  her  whole  business,  if  well  per- 
formed, will  take  up  most  hours  of  the  day  :  that  the 
greater  she  is,  and  the  more  servants  she  keeps,  her  in- 
spection must  increase  accordingly;  for  aa  a  family 
represents  a  kingdom,  so  the  wife,  who  is  her  husband's 


first  minister,  must,  under  him,  direct  all  the  afficen  of 
state,  even  to  the  lowest;  and  report  their  behaviour  to 
her  husband,  as  the  first  minister  does  to  bis  pfinc« : 
that  such  a  station  requires  much  time,  and  thought, 
and  order ;  and  if  well  executed,  leaves  but  little  time 
for  visits  or  diversions:  that  a  humour  of  reading 
books,  except  those  of  devotion  or  housewifery,  ii  apt 
to  turn  a  woman's  brain ;  that  plays,  romances,  noveli, 
and  love-poems,  are  only  proper  to  instruct  them  hav  to 
carry  on  an  intrigue :  that  all  affectation  of  kuowledi^e, 
beyond  what  is  merely  domestic,  renders  them  vain, 
conceited,  and  pretending :  that  the  natural  levitj  of 
woman  wants  ballast ;  and  when  she  once  begins  to  think 
she  knows  more  than  otliers  of  her  aex,  she  will  bqpa 
to  d(»pise  her  husband,  and  grow  fond  of  every  coxcomb 
who  pretends  to  any  knowledge  in  books:  that  (be 
will  learn  scholastic  words;  make  herself  ridiculous  bjr 
pronouncing  them  wrong,  and  applying  them  abfurdly 
m  all  companies :  that,  in  tlie  mean  time,  her  house- 
hold affairs,  and  the  care  of  her  children,  wiU  he  wholly 
laid  aside ;  her  toilet  will  be  crowded  with  all  tlie  uo* 
der  wits,  where  the  conversation  will  pass  in  criticisiog 
on  the  last  play  or  poem  that  comes  out,  and  Ae  vill 
be  careful  to  remember  all  the  remarks  that  were  Disile^ 
in  order  to  retail  them  in  the  next  visit,  especially  in 
company  who  know  nothing  of  the  matter :  that  she 
will  have  all  the  impertinence  of  a  pedant  without  the 
knowledge ;  and  fur  every  new  acquirement,  vill  b^ 
come  so  much  the  worse.'* 

To  say  the  truth,  that  shameful  and  almost  universal 
neglect  of  good  education  among  our  nobility,  gentry, 
and  indeed  among  all  others  who  are  bom  to  good 
estates,  will  make  this  essay  of  little  use  to  the  pment 
age ;  for,  considering  tlie  modem  way  of  training  ap 
both  sexes  in  ignorance,  idleness,  and  vice,  it  is  of 
little  consequence  how  they  are  coupled  together. 
And  therefore  my  speculations  on  tliia  subject  can  be 
only  of  use  to  a  small  number ;  for,  in  the  preteot 
situation  of  the  world,  none  but  wise  and  good  wea 
can  fail  of  missing  their  match,  whenever  they  an 
disposed  to  marry;  and  consequently  there  is  do 
reason  for  complaint  on  either  side.  The  forms  by 
which  a  husband  and  wife  are  to  live,  with  r^{ard  to 
each  other  and  to  the  world,  are  sufficiently  koo«o 
and  fixed,  in  direct  contradiction  to  every  precept 
of  morality,  religion,  or  civil  institution;  it  would  be 
therefore  an  idle  attempt  to  aim  at  breaking  so  firm  0 
establishment. 

But  as  it  sometimes  happens  that  an  elder  brother 
dies  late  enough  to  leave  the  younger  at  the  university 
after  he  has  made  some  progress  in  learning ;  if  *^  ^P* 
pose  him  to  have  a  tolerable  genius,  and  a  desire  to  in- 
prove  it,  he  may  consequently  leara  to  value  and  etfcem 
wisdom  and  knowledge  wherever  he  finds  them,  ern 
after  hia  father's  death,  when  his  title  and  estate  com 
into  his  own  possession.  Of  this  kind,  I  reckon,  by  a 
favourable  computation  there  may  possibly  be  fouad. 
by  a  strict  search  among  the  nobility  and  gentry 
throughout  England,  about  five  hundred.  Aomv 
those  of  all  other  callings  or  trades  who  are  able  ti) 
maintain  a  son  at  the  university,  about  treble  tbat 
number.  The  sons  of  clogymen  bred  to  leamijiji[ 
with  any  success,  must,  by  reason  of  their  parent* 
poverty,  be  very  inconsiderable,  many  of  them  being 
only  admitted  servitors  in  colleges,  and  cousequeutly 
proving  good  for  nothing :  I  shaU  tlierefore  count  theoj 
to  be  not  above  fourscore.  But,  to  avoid  fractions.  I  ihall 
suppose  there  may  possibly  be  a  round  numlier  of  tvo 
thousand  male  human  creatures  in  England,  iiicluding 
Wales,  who  have  a  tolerable  share  of  reading  *^ 
good  sense.  I  include  in  this  list  all  persoos  of 
superior  abilities,  or  great  genius,  or  true  judgment  and 
taste,  or  of  profound  literature,  who,  I  am  confidcut, 
we  may  recKon  to  be  at  least  five-and-tw«iity* 
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I  iffl  Tfiy  glad  to  bare  this  opportunity  of  doin^  an 

bomorto  my  eoantry,  by  a  computation  which  I  am 

aA3.>d  liffngnen  may  conceive  to  be  partial ;  when, 

out  of  only  fifteen  thousand  femilies  of  lords  and 

t*M  i^dcmen,  which  may  probably  be  their  num- 

In,  I  luppase  one  in  thirty  to  be  tolerably  educated, 

•tth  1  idBdc&t  share  of  good  sense.     Perhaps  the 

cfmm  miy  be  just.     And  therefore,  upon  cooler 

*ik«jfhs,  to  aroid  aU  cavils,  I  shall  reduce  them  to 

<ne  tWvnd,  which  at  least  will  be  a  number  suffi- 

rmt  to  fill  holb  bouses  of  parliament 

The  djutgbters  of  great  and  rich  families,  computed 
af^tbf  lame  manner,  will  hardly  amount  to  above 
biK  (ite  Dumber  of  the  male ;  because  the  care  of  their 
'd'jtartoo  b  either  entirely  left  to  their  mothers,  or 
tw  ire  tent  to  boarding-schools,  or  put  into  the  hands 
rf  RDjr!nh  or  French  governesses,  and  generally  tiie 
■•<nt  ttat  can  be  gotten  fur  money.  So  that  after  the 
Mortitni  I  was  compelled  to,  from  two  thousand  to 
«n^,  Mf  the  nofflber  of  well-educated  nobility  and 
tntn  arast  either  continue  in  a  single  life,  or  be 
<rt^J  to  couple  themselves  with  women  for  whom 
Q«T  ran  possibly  hare  no  esteem ;  I  mean  fools, 
^<W,  roquettes,  gameatera,  saunterers,  endless  talkers 
"f  iKiraenK.  iplenetic  idlers,  intriguers,  given  to  scan- 
•W  md  c«»ut«,  •••••♦ 


CHARACTER  OF  ARISTOTLE. 

^MVTOTLE,  the  disciple  of  Plato,  and  tutor  to  Alex- 
-'  W  tiie  Great  His  followers  were  called  peripatet ics, 
^•^  *  Greek  word  which  signifies  to  walk,  because 
t-  'lugfat  his  disciples  walking.  We  have  not  all  his 
<  ^U  Aiid  Bouie  of  those  which  are  imputed  to  him 
•  *u)^Med  Dot  getiuiue.  He  writ  upon  logic,  or  the 
•>"  ( ttaaaamg  ;  upou  moral  and  natural  philosophy ; 
*t  i  untury,  poetry,  &c.,  and  seems  to  be  a  person  of 
'  2»«t  cumprehensive  genius  that  ever  lived. 


CHARACTER  OF  HERODOTUS. 


^'•"  udfrwritten  is  copied  from  Dr.  Swift's  hand- 
''^^.  io  an  edition  of  Herodotus,  by  Paul  Stephens, 
*•  rft  of  the  earl  of  Clanricard  to  the  library  of 
*• 'l«?«  College:— 
*ijiiiriuiii  4f  HcTodoto  post  longtim  tempua  relecto. 

'^ittias  mendacisiimua  Herodotum  mendaciorum 
*^-^  exoepcis  paneiaaimia,  (ut  mea  fert  sententia,)' 
*v  .-.110^0  excuaandnm.  Caeterum,  diverticulia  abun- 
^*^  bic  pater  hiatorieorum  filura  narrationia  ad'tedium 
Kf^mpit :  trade  oritur  (nt  par  eat)  legentibus  confusio, 
*^  'inMie  oUirio.  Qnin  et  fonan  ipase  narrationea 
'■^•laiantiia  nhnium^pro  re  acatent  Quod  ad 
''^^  bane  acrintorem  inter  apprimd  landandoa 
'"'•n,  nnqof  Gnacia  ucque  Barbaria  plua  sequo  faven- 
*^  'Ut  iniqtttnn :  in  oiationibua  ferd  brevem,  aim- 
-*^*ai.  Me  nimia  freauentem.  Neque  abaunt  dog- 
^^^'^uiboa  eraditna  lector  prudentiam  tam  moralem 
■•■7  milaa  hanrire  poterit  "  J.  Swirr.". 
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.  IV  ^  ^  reputation  of  moat  profound  and  uni- 

^  •*«  l^wnibg;  this  is  the  general  opinion,  neither 

•  be  easily  disproved.     An  old  rusty  iron  cheat 

'  1>  bnvby  eatify.  that  the  abo>e  U  the  hsud-writing  of 

• ->  W  JoWiiAtt  Swift,  D.8.P  D..  tptm  whom  I  have  had 

iMi  ttd  printed  mttnX  piecn  fVom  hU  orii^iiiAl  MSS. 

\  *  *^.  Avswstl.  I7as.  Okorok  PAULKifxa. 

'f  lUnk.  IMmd  of  Ferns.  Dtiblm  and  ArmaKh.     He 

•-.»>v.i  to  the  Uat  aee  in  1702,  and  died  in  1713.    He 

fi  •  pijbUr  tibnry  in  Dublin,  and  dlsUn^jiiiahed  himaelf 


In  a  banker*a  ahop,  atrongly  locked,  and  wonderfully 
heavy,  ia  full  of  gold;  this  is  the  general  opinion, 
neither  can  it  be  disproved,  provided  the  key  he 
lost,  and  what  ia  in  it  oe  wedged  so  close  that  it  will 
not  by  any  motion  discover  the  metal  by  the  chinking. 
Doing  good  is  his  pleasure :  and  as  no  man  consults 
another  in  his  pleaatuea,  neither  does  he  in  this ;  by 
his  awkwardness  and  unadvisedness  disappointing  hia 
own  good  designs.  His  high  station  has  placed  him 
in  the  way  of  great  employments,  which,  without  in 
the  least  polishing  his  native  rusticity,  have  given  him 
a  tincture  of  pride  and  ambition.  But  these  vices 
would  have  passed  concealed  under  his  natural 
simplicity  if  he  had  not  endeavoured  to  hide  them 
by  art.  His  disposition  to  study  is  the  very  same  with 
that  of  a  usurer  to  hoard  up  money,  or  of  a  vicious 
young  fellow  to  a  wench ;  nothing  but  avarice  and 
evil  concupiscence,  to  which  his  constitution  has 
fortunately  given  a  more  innocent  turn.  He  ia  aordid 
and  suspicious  in  his  domestics,  without  love  or 
hatred ;  which  is  but  reasonable,  since  he  has  neither 
friend  nor  enemy;  without  joy  or  grief;  in  short, 
without  all  passions  but  fear,  to  which  of  all  othera  he 
has  least  temptation  having  nothing  to  get  or  to  lose ; 
no  posterity,  relation,  or  friend,  to  be  solicitous  about : 
and  placed  by  his  station  above  the  reach  of  fortune 
or  envy.  He  has  found  out  the  secret  of  preferring 
men  without  deserving  their  thanks;  and  where  he 
dispenses  his  favours  to  persona  of  merit,  they  are 
less  obliged  to  him  than  to  fortune.  He  is  the  first 
of  human  race  that,  with  great  advantages  of  learning, 
piety,  and  station,  ever  eacaped  being  a  great  man. 
That  which  relishes  best  with  him,  is  mixed  liquor 
and  mixed  company ;  and  he  is  seldom  unprovided 
with  very  bad  of  both.  He  is  so  wise  as  to  value  his 
own  health  more  than  other  men's  noses,  so  that  the 
most  honourable  place  at  his  table  is  much  the  worst, 
especially  in  summer.  It  has  been  affirmed,  that 
originally  he  was  not  altogether  devoid  of  wit,  till  it 
was  extruded  from  his  head  to  make  room  for  other 
men's  thoughts.  He  will  admit  a  governor,  provided 
it  be  one  who  is  very  officious  and  diligent,  outwardly 
pious,  and  one  that  knows  how  to  manage  and  make 
the  moat  of  liia  fear.  No  man  will  be  either  glad  or 
aorry  at  hia  death,  except  hia  aucceasor. 


CHARACTER  OP   Mrs.  HOWARD. 

WBITTSN  IN  THE  YEAR  1727. 


I  SHALL  aay  nothing  of  her  wit  or  beauty,  which  are 
allowed  by  all  peraona  who  can  judge  of  either,  when 
they  hear  or  aee  her.  Beaidea,  beauty  being  transient, 
and  a  trifie,  cannot  justly  make  part  of  a  character. 
And  I  leave  others  to  celebrate  her  wit,  because  it  will 
be  of  no  use  in  that  part  of  her  character  which  I 
intend  to  draw.  Neither  shall  I  relate  any  part  of  her 
history ;  further  than  that  she  went  in  the  prime  of  her 
youth,  to  the  court  of  Hanover  with  her  husband,  and 
became  of  the  bedchamber  to  the  present  princess  of 
Wales,  living  in  expectation  of  the  queen's  [Anne*s] 
death :  upon  which  event  she  came  over  with  ner  mia- 
treas,  and  haa  ever  aince  continued  in  her  aervice; 
where,  from  the  attendance  daily  paid  her  by  the 
ministers,  and  all  expectants,  she  is  reckoned  much 
the  greatest  favourite  of  the  court  at  Leicester  House ; 
a  situation  which  she  has  long  affected  to  desire  that 
it  might  not  be  believed. 

There  is  no  politician  who  more  carefully  watches 
the  motions  and  dispositions  of  things  and  persons  at 
St  James's,  nor  can  form  his  language  with  a  more 
imperceptible  dexterity  to  the  present  posture  of  a 
court,  or  more  early  foresee  what  style  may  be  proper 
uiKin  any  approachmg  juncture  of  affairs ;  whereof  she 
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cao  gather  early  intelligence  without  asking  it,  and 
often  when  even  those  from  whom  she  has  it  are  not 
sensible  that  they  are  giving  it  to  her,  bat  equally  with 
others  admire  her  sagacity.  Sir  Robert  Walpole  and 
she  both  think  they  understand  each  other,  and  are 
both  equally  mistaken. 

With  persons  where  she  is  to  manage,  she  is  very 
dexterous  in  (hat  point  of  skill  which  the  French  call 
t&ter  U  pav^  ;  with  others,  she  is  a  very  great  vindica^ 
tor  of  all  present  proceedings,  but  in  such  a  manner 
as  if  ibe  were  under  no  concern  further  than  her  own 
conviction,  and  wondering  how  anybody  can  think 
otherwise.  And  (he  danger  is,  that  she  may  come  in 
time  to  believe  herself;  which,  under  a  change  of 
princes,  and  a  great  addition  of  credit,  might  have  bad 
consequences.  She  is  a  most  unconscionable  dealer ; 
for,  in  return  of  a  few  good  words,  which  she  gives  to 
her  lords  and  gentlemen  daily  waiters  before  their 
faces,  she  gets  ten  thousand  ftom  them  behind  her  back, 
which  are  of  real  service  to  her  character.  The  credit 
she  has  is  managed  with  the  utmost  tlirifl :  and  when- 
ever she  employs  it,  which  is  very  rarely,  it  is  only 
upon  such  occasions  where  she  is  sure  to  get  much 
more  than  she  spends.  For  instance,  she  would  readily 
press  sir  Robert  Walpole  to  do  some  fovour  for  colonel 
Churchill,  or  Doddington ;  the  prince,  for  a  mark  of 
grace  to  Mr.  Shutz ;  and  the  princess,  to  be  kind  to 
Mrs.  Clayton.  She  sometimes  falls  into  the  general 
mistake  of  all  courtiers,  which  is  that  of  not  suiting 
her  talents  to  the  abilities  of  others,  but  thinking  those 
she  deals  with  to  have  less  art  than  they  really  possess, 
so  that  she  may  possibly  be  deceived  when  she  thinks 
she  deceives. 

In  all  offices  of  life,  except  those  of  a  courtier,  she 
acts  with  justice,  generosity,  and  truth.  She  is  ready 
to  do  good  as  a  private  person,  and  I  would  almost 
think  in  charity  that  she  will  not  do  harm  as  a  courtier, 
unless  to  please  those  in  chief  power. 

In  religion  she  is  at  least  a  latitudinarian,  being 
not  an  enemy  to  hooks  written  by  the  free-thinkers ; 
and  herein  she  is  the  more  blameable,  because  she  has 
too  much  morality  to  stand  in  need  of  them,  requiring 
only  a  due  degree  of  fiiith  for  putting  her  in  the  road 
to  salvation.  I  speak  this  of  her  as  a  private  lady, 
not  as  a  court  favourite ;  for,  in  the  latter  capacity, 
she  can  ibow  neither  faith  nor  works. 

If  she  had  never  seen  a  court,  it  is  not  impossible 
that  she  might  have  been  a  friend. 

She  abounds  in  good  words,  and  expressions  of  good 
wishes,  and  will  concert  a  hundred  schemes  for  the 
service  of  thoee  whom  she  would  be  thought  to  favour ; 
schemes  that  sometimes  arise  from  them,  and  some- 
times from  herself ;  although,  at  the  same  time,  she 
very  well  knows  them  to  be  without  the  least  proba* 
bility  of  succeeding.  But,  to  do  her  justice,  she  never 
feeds  or  deceives  any  person  widi  promises,  where  she 
does  not  at  tlie  same  time  intend  a  degree  of  sincerity. 

She  is,  upon  the  whole,  an  excellent  companion  for 
men  of  the  best  accomplishments,  who  have  nothing  to 
desire  or  expect.* 

What  part  she  may  act  hereafter  in  a  larger  sphere, 
as  lady  of  the  bedchamber  to  a  great  queen,  (upon 
supposing  the  death  of  his  present  majesty  [George  I.l 
and  of  the  earl  of  Suffolk,  to  whose  title  her  husband 
succeeds,)  and  in  high  esteem  with  a  king,  neither  she 
nor  I  can  foretel.     My  own  opinion  is  natural  and 

*  "  I  wish  I  could  tell  you  any  acreeable  newt  of  what  yonr 
heart  is  concerued  in ;  but  I  have  a  sort  of  quarrel  with  Mrs. 
Ilowatd,  for  not  loving  herself  au  well  as  she  doeiher  friends, 
for  those  she  makes  hapiij*.  but  not  herself.  There  is  a  sort  ot 
Mdness  about  her,  which  grieves  me.  and  which  I  liave  lesnw^ 
by  ezperieooe  will  incresse  upon  an  indolent  (I  will  not  say  an 
alfectf^d)  resignation  tu  it.  It  »ill  dose  in  men,  and  much  more 
imen,  who  have  a  natural  softncm .which  sinks  them  even 
reeaon  does  not.*'— Pops.  Lettert  Vo  a  Lady,  , 


obvious;  that  her  talents  as  a  ooortier  will  spreuL  | 
enlarge,  and  multiply  to  such  a  degree,  that  her  prinle  ! 
virtues,  for  want  of  room  and  time  to  operate,  will  be  , 
laid  up  clean  (like  clothes  in  a  chest),  to  be  oied  sod 
put  on,  whenever  satiety,  or  some  reveise  of  foitiuM. 
or  increase  of  ill  health  (to  which  last  she  is  sabjccti 
shall  dispose  her  to  retire.  In  the  meantime,  it  will  be 
her  wisdom  to  take  care  that  they  may  not  be  tsnusbed 
or  moth-eaten,  for  want  of  airing  and  turning  at  leHt 
once  a-year. 


ON  THE  DEATH  OF 

MRS.  JOHNSON,  [Stella.] 


This  day,  being  Sunday,  January  28,  1727-8,  abool 
eight  o'clock  at  night,  a  servant  brought  me  a  noic 
with  an  account  of  the  death  of  the  truest,  most  vir- 
tuous, and  valuable  friend  tliat  I,  or  perhaps  any 
other  person,  was  ever  blessed  with.  She  expind 
about  six  in  the  evening  of  this  day ;  and  as  sooii  u  I 
am  left  alone,  which  is  about  eleven  at  night,  I  molve, 
for  my  own  satisfaction,  to  say  something  of  ber  lie 
and  character. 

She  was  bom  at  Richmond,  in  Surrey,  oo  the  13tb 
day  of  March,  in  the  year  168 1.  Her  falher  wai  i 
younger  brother  of  a  good  family  in  NottioghamJuie, 
her  mother  of  a  lower  degree;  and  indeed  ih«  bid 
little  to  boast  of  her  birth.  I  knew  her  from  six  ysm 
old,  and  had  some  share  in  her  education,  by  diitding 
what  books  she  should  read,  and  perpetually  instnict- 
ing  her  in  the  principles  of  honour  and  virtue*,  hwa 
which  she  never  swerved  in  any  one  action  or  joxauoA 
of  her  life.  She  was  sickly  from  her  childhood  uorii 
about  the  age  of  fifteen ;  but  then  grew  into  perto 
health,  and  was  looked  upon  as  one  of  the  most  beau- 
tiful, graceful,  and  agreeable  young  women  in  LofMko. 
only  a  little  too  fat.  Her  hair  was  blacker  than  a 
raven,  and  every  feature  of  her  face  in  periection.  She 
lived  generally  in  the  country,  with  a  family  •bere 
she  contracted  an  intimate  friendship  with  snotbo 
lady  of  more  advanced  years.  1  waa  tDen»  to  my  ws* 
tification,  settled  in  Ireland ;  and  about  a  yesr  aitir, 
going  to  visit  my  iHends  in  England,  I  found  the  vis 
a  little  uneasy  upon  the  death  of  a  person  on  vfaon 
she  had  some  dependence.  Her  lurtanc,  at  that  tinf* 
was  in  all  not  above  1500^,  the  interest  of  whicb  va» 
but  a  scanty  maintenance  in  so  dear  a  country  f«ratf 
of  her  spirit  Under  this  consideration,  and  iodeed 
very  much  for  my  own  satisfaction,  who  bad  kt 
friends  or  acquaintance  in  Ireland,  I  prevaikd  «itk 
her  and  her  dcair  friend  and  companion,  the  other  Isiiji 
to  draw  what  money  they  haci  into  Irdand,  a  giM^ 
part  of  their  fortune  being  in  annuities  upon  fundi 
Money  was  then  ten  pmr  oemi,  in  Ireland,  oeaidcft  tU 
advantage  of  returning  it,  and  all  necessaries  of  life  at 
half  the  price.  They  complied  with  my  advice,  and  eooo 
after  came  over ;  but  I,  happening  to  continue  woe 
time  longer  in  England,  they  were  much  diseouis^ 
to  live  in  Dublin,  where  they  were  wholly  slisa^ 
She  was  at  that  time  about  nineteen  years  old,  sad  ber 
person  was  soon  distinguished.  But  the  adveotiut 
looked  so  like  a  frolic,  the  censure  held  for  some  time 
as  if  there  were  a  secret  history  in  such  a  remoial ; 
which,  however,  soon  blew  oft'  by  her  excellent  con- 
duct. She  came  over  with  her  friend  in  the  year  1*00; 
and  they  both  lived  together  until  this  day,  wb<m 
death  removed  ber  from  us.  For  some  years  past,  ^ 
had  been  visited  with  continual  ill  health ;  and  '^^ 
times,  within  these  last  two  years,  her  life  was  deapsii^d 
of.  But,  for  this  twelvemonth  past,  she  never  bsd  a 
day's  healdi;  and,  properly  snotking,  she  has  be^n 
dying  six  months,  but  kept  alive^  aunost  against  '^ 
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tore,  hj  the  geacroai  kindnese  of  two  physicians,  and 
the  caie  at  her  friends.  Thus  fiir  I  writ  the  same  night 
behren  elcren  and  twelve. 

NcrcrvM  any  of  her  sex  bom  with  better  gifts  of 
the  miMi  or  who  more  improved  them  by  reading  and 
amventtioii.  Yet  her  memory  was  not  of  the  best, 
and  wu  impaired  in  the  latter  3fears  of  her  life.  But 
I  cumoC  call  to  mind  that  I  ever  once  heard  her  make 
a  vnmg  judgment  of  persons,  books,  or  affairs.  Her 
idvice  wai  always  the  best,  and  with  the  greatest 
fncdorn,  mixed  with  the  greatest  decency.  She  had  a 
^Tscefulness,  somewhat  more  than  human,  in  every 
nodoD,  word,  and  action.  Never  was  so  happy  a  con- 
juDctioD  of  civility,  freedom,  easinen,  and  sincerity. 
There  aeemed  to  be  a  combination  among  all  that 
knew  her,  to  treat  her  with  a  dignity  much  beyond  her 
Fuk ;  yet  people  of  all  sorts  were  never  more  easy 
than  tti  her  company.  Mr.  Addison,  when  he  was  in 
Ireland,  being  introduced  to  her,  immediately  found 
her  out*  sad,  if  he  had  not  soon  after  left  the  king- 
dom, sauted  me  he  would  have  used  all  endea- 
Toun  to  cultivate  her  friendship.  A  rude  or  ccmceited 
coxcomb  psased  his  time  very  ill,  upon  the  least  breach 
of  respect;  for,  in  such  a  case,  dbe  had  no  mercy,  but 
vai  rare  to  ezpoee  him  to  the  contempt  of  the  standers* 
hr.  jet  in  such  a  manner  as  he  was  ashamed  to  com- 
phiii,  and  durst  not  resent  All  of  us  who  had  the 
iai^iDeii  of  her  friendship  agreed  unanimously,  that, 
in  an  afternoon  or  evening^s  conversation,  she  never 
failfd,  before  we  parted,  of  delivering  the  best  thing 
that  wat  said  in  the  company.  Some  of  us  hare  written 
dovn  leveial  of  her  sayings,  or  what  the  French  call 
^  m#«,  wherein  she  excelled  beyond  belief.  She 
vitT  mistook  the  understanding  of  others  ;  nor  ever 
Mid  a  severe  word,  but  where  a  much  severer  was 
dweired. 

Her  aervants  loved,  and  almost  adored  her  at  the 
wne  time.  She  would,  upon  occasions,  treat  them 
vith  freedom ;  yet  her  demeanour  was  so  awful,  that 
^  durst  not  &)1  in  the  least  point  of  respect.  She 
<^td  them  seldom,  bat  it  was  with  severity,  which  had 
u  effect  upon  them  for  a  long  time  after. 

Jmrnty  2tf.  My  head  aches,  and  I  can  write  no 
raait. 

/annrySO.  Tuesday. 

Thitia  the  night  of  the  funeral,  which  my  sickness 
sill  not  suffer  me  to  attend.  It  is  now  nine  at  night ; 
u<i  I  sm  removed  into  another  apartment,  that  I  may 
>»(  we  the  light  in  the  church,  which  is  just  over 
Msinst  the  window  of  my  bed-chamber. 

^'tth  all  the  softness  of  temper  that  became  a  lady, 
*fa»  had  the  personal  courage  of  a  hero.  She  and  her 
frimd  having  removed  their  lodgings  to  a  new  house, 
which  stood  solitary,  a  parcel  of  rogues,  armed,  at* 
f*inpfed  the  boose,  where  there  was  only  one  boy.  She 
vu  then  about  fonrnuid-twenty ;  and  having  been 
^"vwd  to  apprdieiKl  some  such  attempt,  she  learned 
^  maoogement  of  a  pistol ;  and  the  other  women  and 
•«nanti  being  half  dead  with  fear,  she  stole  softly 
^t  her  dining-ioom  window,  put  on  a  black  hood  to 
)r^fnt  being  seen,  primed  the  pistol  fresh,  gently 
lifted  Qp  the  saafa,  uaa  taking  her  aim  with  the  utmost 
pB^CDoe  of  miody  discharged  the  pistol,  loaden  with 
i^'cllcta,  into  the  body  of  one  villain,  who  stood  the 
fiiftrt  maHc  The  fellow,  mortally  wounded,  was 
^^nitd  off  by  the  rest,  and  died  the  next  morning ; 
Wt  hia  Gompaniono  could  not  be  found.  The  duke  of 
^^oimI  hsd  often  drunk  her  health  to  me  upon  that 
4<^ouoC,  snd  had  always  a  high  esteem  for  her.  She  was, 
indeed,  under  some  apprehensions  of  going  in  a  boat, 
^  aome  danger  she  had  narrowly  escaped  by  water, 
tiQt  tbewas  reasoned  thoroughly  out  of  it.  She  was  never 
known  to  cry  out,  or  discover  any  fear,  in  a  coach  or 
OQ  hcsschack;   or  any  uneasiness  by   those  sudden 


accidents  with  which  most  of  her  sex,  either  by  weak- 
ness or  affectation,  appear  so  much  disordered. 

She  never  had  the  least  absence  of  mind  in  conver- 
sation, or  given  to  interruption,  or  appeared  eager  to 
put  in  her  word,  by  waiting  impatiently  until  another 
bad  done.  She  spoke  in  a  most  agreeable  voice,  in  the 
plainest  words,  never  hesitating,  except  out  of  modesty 
before  new  faces,  where  she  was  somewhat  reserved ; 
nor,  among  her  nearest  friends,  ever  spoke  much  at  a 
time.  She  was  but  little  versed  in  the  common  topics 
of  female  chat:  scandal,  censure,  and  detraction 
never  came  out  of  her  mouth;  yet,  among  a  few 
friends,  in  private  conversation,  she  made  little  cere- 
mony in  discovering  her  contempt  of  a  coxcomb,  and 
describing  all  his  follies  to  the  life ;  but  the  follies  of 
her  own  sex  she  was  rather  inclined  to  extenuate  or  to 
pity. 

When  she  was  once  convinced,  by  open  facts,  of 
any  breach  of  truth  or  honour  in  a  person  of  high 
station,  especially  in  the  church,  Ae  could  not  conceal 
hex  indignation,  nor  hear  them  named  without  showing 
her  displeamre  in  her  countenance ;  particularly  one 
or  two  of  the  latter  sort,  whom  she  had  known  and  es- 
teemed, but  detested  above  all  mankind,  when  it  was 
manifest  that  they  had  sacrificed  those  two  precious 
virtues  to  their  ambition,  and  would  much  sooner 
have  forgiven  them  the  common  inunoralities  of  the 
laity. 

Her  fiequent  fits  of  sickness,  in  most  parts  of  her 
life,  had  prevented  her  from  making  that  progress  in 
reading  which  she  would  otherwise  nave  done.  She 
was  well  versed  in  the  Greek  and  Roman  story,  and 
was  not  unskilled  in  that  of  France  and  England. 
She  spoke  French  perfectly,  but  forgot  much  of  if  by 
neglect  and  sickness.  She  had  read  carefully  all  the 
best  books  of  travels,  which  serve  to  open  and  enlarge 
the  mind.  She  understood  the  Platonic  and  Epicurean 
philosophy,  and  judged  very  well  of  the  defects  of  the 
latter.  She  macie  very  judicious  abstracts  of  the  best 
books  she  had  read.  She  understood  the  nature  of 
government,  and  could  point  out  all  the  errors  of 
Hobbes,  both  in  that  and  religion.  She  had  a  good 
insight  into  physic,  and  knew  somewhat  of  anatomy ; 
in  both  which  she  was  instructed  in  her  younger  days 
by  an  eminent  physician,  who  had  her  long  under  his 
care,  and  bore  the  highest  esteem  for  her  person  and 
understanding.  She  had  a  true  taste  of  wit  and  good 
sense,  both  in  poetry  and  prose,  and  was  a  perfect 
good  critic  of  style ;  neither  was  it  easy  to  find  a  more 
proper  or  impartial  judge,  whose  advice  an  author 
might  better  rely  on,  if  he  intended  to  send  a  thing 
into  the  world,  provided  it  was  on  a  subject  that  came 
within  the  compass  of  her  knowledge.  Yet,  perhaps, 
she  was  sometimes  too  severe,  which  is  a  safe  and  par- 
donable error.  She  preserved  her  wit,  judgment,  and 
vivacity  to  the  last,  but  often  used  to  complain  of  her 
memory. 

Her  fortune,  with  some  accession,  could  not,  as  I 
have  heard  say,  amount  to  much  more  than  2000/., 
whereof  a  great  part  fell  with  her  life,  having  been 
placed  upon  annuities  in  England,  and  one  in  Ireland. 

In  a  peison  so  extraordinary,  perhaps  it  may  be 
pardonable  to  mention  some  particulars,  although  of 
little  moment,  further  than  to  set  forth  her  character. 
Some  presents  of  gold  pieces  being  often  made  to  her 
while  she  was  a  girl,  by  her  mother  and  other  friends, 
on  promise  to  keep  them,  she  grew  into  such  a  spirit  of 
thrift  that,  in  about  three  years,  they  amounted  to 
above  200/.  She  used  to  show  them  with  boasting ; 
but  her  mother,  apprehending  she  would  be  cheated  of 
them,  prevailed,  in  some  months,  and  with  great  im- 
portunities, to  have  them  put  out  to  interest ;  when  the 
girl,  losing  the  pleasure  of  seeing  and  counting  her 
gold,  which  she  never  failed  of  doing  many  times  in  a 
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day,  and  despairing  of  heaping  up  tnch  another  trea* 
sure,  her  humour  took  quite  the  contrary  turn;  ahe 
grew  carelesa  and  squandering  of  every  new  acquisi- 
tion, and  so  continued  till  about  two-and-twenty ;  when, 
by  advice  of  some  friends,  and  the  fright  of  paying 
large  bills  of  tradesmen  who  enticed  her  into  their  debt, 
she  began  to  reflect  upon  her  own  folly,  and  was  never 
at  rest  until  she  had  discliarged  all  her  shop-bills,  and 
refunded  herself  a  considerable  sum  she  had  run  out. 
After  which,  by  the  addition  of  a  few  years,  and  a 
superior  understanding,  she  became,  and  continued  all 
her  life,  a  most  prudent  economist ;  yet  still  with  a 
stronger  bent  to  the  liberal  side,  wherein  she  gratified 
herself  by  avoiding  all  expense  in  clotlies  (which  she 
ever  despised)  beyond  what  was  merely  decent.  And, 
although  her  frequent  returns  of  sickness  were  very 
chargeable,  except  fees  to  physicians,  of  which  she  met 
with  several  so  generous,  that  she  could  force  nothing 
on  them  (and  indeed  she  must  otherwise  have  been 
undone,)  yet  she  never  was  without  a  considerable  sum 
of  ready  money.  Insomuch,  that  upon  her  death, 
when  her  nearest  friends  thought  her  very  bare,  her 
executors  found  in  her  strong  box  about  150L  in  gold. 
She  lamented  the  narrowness  of  her  fortune  in  nothing 
so  much  as  that  it  did  not  enable  her  to  entertain  her 
friends  so  often  and  in  so  hospitable  a  manner  as  she 
desired.  Yet  they  were  always  welcome ;  and  while 
she  was  in  health  to  direct,  were  treated  with  neatnen 
and  elegance,  so  that  the  revenues  of  her  and  her  com- 
panion passed  for  much  more  considerable  than  they 
really  were.  They  lived  always  in  lodgings;  their 
domestics  consisted  of  two  maids  and  one  man.  She 
kept  an  account  of  all  the  family  expenses,  from  her 
arrival  in  Ireland  to  some  mon^  before  her  death ; 
and  she  would  ofben  repine,  when  looking  back  upon 
tlie  annals  of  her  household  bills,  that  everything 
necessary  for  life  was  double  the  price,  while  interest 
of  money  was  sunk  almost  to  one  half;  so  that  the 
addition  made  to  her  fortune  was  indeed  grown  abso- 
lutely necessary. 

[1  since  writ  as  I  found  time.l 

But  her  charity  to  the  "poor  was  a  duty  not  to  be 
diminished,  and  therefore  became  a  tax  upon  those 
tradesmen  who  iuniish  the  fopjieries  of  other  ladies. 
She  bought  clothes  as  seldom  as  possible,  and  those  as 
plain  and  cheap  as  consisted  with  the  situation  she 
was  in;  and  wore  no  lace  for  many  years.  Either 
her  judgment  or  fortune  was  extraordinary  in  the 
choice  of  those  on  whom  she  bestowed  her  charity,  for 
it  went  further  in  doing  good  than  double  the  sum 
from  any  other  hand.  And  I  have  heard  her  say, 
''she  always  met  with  gratitude  from  the  poor;" 
which  must  be  owing  to  her  skill  in  distinguishing 
proper  objects,  as  well  as  her  gracious  manner  in  re- 
lieving them. 

But  she  had  another  quality  that  much  delighted 
her,  although  it  might  he  thought  a  kind  of  check 
upon  her  bounty ;  however,  it  was  a  pleasure  she  could 
not  resist :  I  mean  that  of  making  agreeable  presents ; 
wherein  I  never  knew  her  equal,  although  it  be  an 
aSair  of  as  delicate  a  nature  as  most  in  the  course  of 
life.  She  used  to  define  a  present,  "  That  it  was  a  gift 
to  a  friend  of  something  he  wanted,  or  was  fond  of,  and 
which  could  not  be  easily  gotten  for  money.*'  I  am 
confident,  during  my  acquaintance  with  her,  she  has, 
in  these  and  some  other  kinds  of  liberality,  disposed  of 
to  the  value  of  several  hundred  pounds.  As  to  presents 
made  to  herself,  she  received  them  with  great  unwilling- 
ness, but  especially  from  tliose  to  whom  she  had  ever 
given  any ;  being,  on  all  occasions,  the  most  disin- 
terested mortal  I  ever  knew  or  heard  of. 

From  her  own  dispositi(tn,  at  least  as  much  as  from 
tlie  frequent  want  of  health,  she  seldom  made  any 
visits ;  but  her  own  lodgings,  from  before  twenty  years 


old,  were  frequented  by  many  persons  of  the  gnvA 
sort,  who  all  respected  her  highly,  upon  her  good  ictw, 
good  maimers,  and  conversation.  Among  these  vfre 
the  bite  primate  Lindsay,  bishop  Lloyd,  bishop  Ash*-, 
bishop  Brown,  bishop  Sterne,  bishop  PuUeyii,  wilh 
some  othen  of  later  date;  and  indeed  the  greatot 
number  of  her  acquaintance  was  among  the  clergy. 
Honour,  truth,  liberality,  good  nature,  and  modesty, 
were  the  virtues  she  chiefly  possessed,  and  most  TalnH 
in  her  acquaintance  :  and  where  she  found  them,  vwild 
be  ready  to  allow  for  some  defects ;  nor  valued  them 
less  although  they  did  not  shine  in  learning  or  io  wit: 
but  would  never  give  the  least  allowance  for  uy 
failures  in  the  former,  even  to  those  who  made  th«  grest- 
est  figure  in  either  of  the  two  latter.  She  had  iio  use 
of  any  person^s  liberality,  yet  her  detestation  of  coretwu 
people  made  her  uneasy  if  such  a  one  wras  in  her  eao>- 
pany ;  upon  which  occasion  she  would  say  many  tiucf* 
very  entertaining  and  humorous. 

She  never  interrupted  any  person  who  spoke;  she 
laughed  at  no  mistakes  they  made,  but  helpeii  thm 
out  with  modesty  ;  and  if  a  good  thing  were  spAken. 
but  neglected,  she  would  not  let  it  fall,  but  set  it  inilv 
best  light  to  those  who  were  present.  She  listened  «i« 
all  that  was  said,  and  had  never  the  least  distraclicii 
or  absence  of  thought. 

It  was  not  safe,  nor  prudent,  in  her  prweoce.  «o 
ofiend  in  the  least  word  against  modesty ;  for  she  then 
gave  full  employment  to  her  wit,  her  contem]it,  aiid 
resentment,  under  which  even  stupidity  and  bnitaliiy 
were  forced  to  sink  into  coi^ifusion  ;  and  the  guilty  p<f' 
son,  by  her  future  avoiding  him  like  a  bear  or  a  satyr. 
was  never  in  a  way  to  transg^ress  a  second  time. 

It  happened,  one  single  coxcomb,  of  the  pert  kbd 
was  in  her  company,  among  several  other  ladies ;  v^ 
in  his  flippant  way,  began  to  deliver  some  double 
meanings ;  the  rest  flapped  their  fans,  and  oved  tite 
other  common  expedient  practised  in  such  cam.  o' 
appearing  not  to  mind  or  comprehend  what  was  eid- 
Her  behaviour  was  very  different,  and  ptrhapi  tnay  ^ 
censured.  She  said  thus  to  the  man  ;  "  Sir,  all  the* 
ladies  and  I  understand  your  meaning  very  veil. 
having,  in  spite  of  our  care,  too  often  met  with  thm  « 
your  sex  wno  wanted  manners  and  good  sense.  Bu^ 
believe  me,  neither  virtuous  nor  even  vicious  women 
love  such  kind  of  conversation.  However,  I  will  lea*' 
you,  and  report  your  behaviour ;  and  whatever  ^^^ ' 
make,  I  shall  first  inquire  at  the  door  whether  yon  are 
in  the  house,  that  I  may  be  sure  to  avoid  yen.  I 
know  not  whether  a  majority  of  ladies  would  apji^*^ 
of  such  a  proceeding ;  htit  1  believe  the  practice  of  i^ 
would  soon  put  an  end  to  that  corrupt  comersatJOOj 
the  worst  efiect  of  dulness,  ignorance,  impadew*.  ^ 
vulgarity  ;  and  the  highest  aiflrout  to  the  modesty  u^ 
understanding  of  the  female  sex. 

By  returning  very  few  visits,  she  had  not  moc^ 
company  of  her  own  sex,  except  those  whom  she  c"^ 
loved  for  their  easiness,  or  esteemed  for  their  p^ 
sense :  and  those,  not  insisting  on  ceremofiy,  ci^ 
often  to  her.  But  she  rather  chose  men  for  her  c<-3)- 
pan  ions,  the  usual  topics  of  ladies'  discoiuse  being  fi^c'' 
as  she  had  little  knowledge  of,  and  lew  relish.  ^^'-^ 
man  was  upon  the  rack  to  entertain  her,  for  die  m^) 
descended  to  anything  that  was  innocent  and  dirrTtii't. 
News,  politics,  censure,  family  management,  or  tirvn- 
talk,  she  always  diverted  to  some&ing  else ;  but  the* 
indeed  seldom  happened,  for  she  chose  her  conp^ 
better:  and  therefore  many,  who  mistook  her  ai"J 
themselves,  having  solicited  her  acquaiiitaiice,  onJ 
finding  themselves  disappointed,  af^er  a  few  ^f^ 
droppe<l  oflT;  and  she  was  never  known  1o  inquire  w'^' 
the  reason,  nor  ask  what  was  become  of  them. 

She  was  never  positive  in  arguing ;  and  she  u50»"^ 
treated  those  wlio  were  so  in  a  manner  which  v«l 
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roough  gndfied  that  unhappy  disposition ;  yet  in  such 
a  sort  M  mode  it  very  contemptible,  and  at  the  same 
tioM*  did  some  huit  to  the  owners.  Whether  this 
proceeded  from  her  easinesi  in  general,  or  from  her 
iudiference  to  persons,  or  from  her  despair  of  mending 
than,  or  from  the  same  practice  which  she  much  liked 
itj  ilr.  Addison,  I  cannot  determine;  but  when  she 
nir  siiT  of  the  company  very  warm  in  a  wrong  opinion, 
iltf  was  more  inclined  to  confirm  them  in  it  Umu  oppose 
tiiftn.  The  excuse  ^econunonly  gave,  when  her  friends 
aiked  the  reason,  was,  "  That  it  prevented  noise,  and 
UTtd  time.'*  Yet  I  have  known  her  very  angry  with 
aime,  whom  she  much  esteemed,  for  sometimes  falling 
into  (hit  infirmity. 

She  loved  Ireland  much  better  than  the  generality 
«f  those  who  owe  both  their  birth  and  riches  to  it ;  and 
bsriitg  brought  over  all  the  fortune  she  had  in  money, 
left  the  rcTcxsion  of  the  liest  part  of  it,  1000/.,  to  Dr. 
Stephen's  Hospital.  She  detested  the  tyraimy  and 
idjiMtice  of  England  in  their  treatment  of  this  king- 
dom. She  bad  indeed  reason  to  love  a  country  where 
«be  hsd  the  esteem  and  friendship  of  all  who  knew 
her,  and  the  universal  good  report  of  all  who  ever 
heard  of  her,  without  one  exception,  if  I  am  told  the 
truth  hy  those  who  keep  general  conversation.  Which 
tharacter  is  the  more  extraordinary  in  falling  to  a  per- 
mi  of  M  much  knowledge,  wit,  and  vivacity,  qualities 
that  are  used  to  create  envy,  and  consequently  censure ; 
and  must  be  rather  imputed  to  her  great  modesty,  gen- 
tle tehaviour,  and  inoflensiveness,  than  to  her  superior 
rirtoes. 

Although  her  knowledge,  from  books  and  company, 
«as  much  mote  extensive  than  usually  falls  to  the 
*^  of  her  sex,  yet  she  was  so  far  from  making  a 
puadr  of  it,  that  her  female  visitants,  on  their  first 
Mtiuaintauce,  who  expected  to  discover  it  by  what 
tWjcall  hand  words  and  deep  discourse,  would  be 
t>m«timef  disappointed,  and  say,  ^  They  found  she 
vu  like  other  women.**  But  wise  men,  through  all 
W  modesty,  whatever  they  discoursed  on,  could  easily 
t'itfcne  that  she  understood  them  very  well,  by  the 
judgrocDt  shown  in  her  observations,  as  well  as  in  her 
queitiooa. 


BONS  MOTS  DE  STELLA. 


A  laot  of  mT  intimate  acquaintance,  both  in  £ng- 
1*uk1  and  Ireland,  in  which  last  kingdom  she  livMl 
fnaa  the  1 8th  year  of  her  age,  twenty-six  years,  had 
titf  most  and  finot  accomplishments  of  any  person  I 
^rt  knew  of  either  sex.  It  was  observed  by  all  her 
»f<juaintance,  &at  she  never  failed  in  company  to  say 
^v  best  thii^  that  was  said,  whoever  was  oy,  yet  her 
ci>niQinio(ns  were  usually  persons  of  the  best  under- 
«**win|f  in  the  kingdom.  Some  of  ua^  who  were  her 
«j«Amt  frieuds^  lamented  that  we  never  wrote  down  her 
ftmarks,  and  what  the  French  call  bona  mots.  I  will 
f^llect  as  many  as  I  can  remember. 

y*  ^  were  diverting  ourselves  at  a  play  called  "  What 
*  ^t  llket^  One  person  is  to  think,  and  the  rest, 
'tthout  knowing  the  thing,  to  say  what  it  is  like.  The 
jhji^  thought  on  was  the  spleen ;  she  had  said  it  was 
Ijy  anojiier,  and  gave  her  reason  immediately,  because 
it  u  ranorcd  by  taking  steel  inwardly. 

Ur.  Sheridan,  who  squandered  more  than  he  could 
sff(iri  took  out  his  purse  as  he  sat  by  the  fire,  and 
I'jQud  it  was  very  hot;  she  said  the  reason  was,  that 
bi  moTiey  burned  in  his  pocket. 

She  called  to  ber  servants  to  know  what  ill  smell 
**•  *"  *lj«  kitchen  ;  they  answered,  they  were  making 
matfhf,:  Well,  said  she,  I  have  heard  matches  were 
made  m  heaven,  but  by  the  brimstone  one  would  think 
«»«y  were  made  in  hell. 


After  she  had  been  eating  some  sweet  thing,  a  little 
of  it  happened  to  stick  on  her  lips :  a  gentleman  told 
her  of  it,  and  offered  to  lick  it  off:  she  said,  No,  sir,  I 
thank  you,  I  have  a  tongue  of  my  own. 

In  the  late  king^s  time,  a  gentleman  asked  Jervas, 
the  painter,  where  he  lived  in  London  t  He  answered 
next  door  to  the  king,  for  his  house  was  near  St. 
James's.  The  other  wondering  how  that  could  be; 
she  said,  you  mistake  Mr.  Jervas,  for  he  only  means 
next  door  to  the  sign  of  a  king. 

A  gentleman  who  had  been  very  silly  and  pert  in 
her  company,  at  last  began  to  grieve  at  remembering 
the  loss  of  a  child  lately  dead.  A  bishop  sitting  by 
comforted  him;  that  he  should  be  easy  because  the 
child  was  gone  to  heaven.  No,  my  lord,  said  she,  that 
is  it  wliich  most  grieves  him,  because  he  is  sure  never  to 
see  his  child  there. 

Having  seen  some  letters  writ  by  a  king  in  a  very 
large  hand,  and  some  persons  wonderuig  at  them,  she 
said  it  confirmed  the  old  saying.  That  kings  had  long 
hands. 

Dr.  Sheridan,  famous  for  punning,  intending  to  sell  a 
bargain,  said,  he  had  made  a  very  good  pun.  Somebody 
asked,  what  it  was  f  He  answered,  My  a — .  The  other 
taking  offence,  she  insisted  the  doctor  was  in  the  right, 
for  everybody  knew  that  punning  was  his  blind   side. 

When  she  was  extremely  ill,  her  physician  said. 
Madam,  you  are  near  the  bottom  of  me  hill,  but  we 
will  endeavour  to  get  you  np  again.  She  answered. 
Doctor,  I  fear  I  shall  be  out  of  breath  before  I  get 
up  to  the  top. 

A  dull  parson  talking  of  a  very  smart  thing,  said  to 
another  parson  as  he  came  out  of  the  pulpit,  he  was 
hammeruig  a  long  time,  but  could  not  remember  the 
jest;  she  being  impatient  said,  I  remember*  it  very 
well,  for  I  was  there,  and  the  words  were  these ;  Sir, 
you  have  been  blundering  at  a  story  this  half  hour, 
and  can  neither  make  head  nor  tail  of  it. 

A  very  dirty  clergyman  of  her  acquaintance,  who 
affected  smartness  and  repartees,  was  ausked  by  some  of 
tlie  company  how  his  nails  came  to  be  so  dirty:  he 
was  at  a  loss,  but  she  solved  the  difficulty,  by  saying, 
The  Doctor's  nails  grew  dirty  by  scratching  himself. 

A  quaker  apothecary  sent  her  a  vial  corked  f  it  had 
a  broad  brim,  and  a  label  of  paper  about  its  neck. 
*'What  is  that 9*  said  she;  ''my  apothecary's  sonf* 
The  ridiculous  resemblance,  and  the  suddenness  of  the 
question,  set  us  all  a-laugbing. 


THREE  PRAYERS 

USED  BY  THE  DEAN  FOR  MRS.  JOHNSON. 
IN   HER  LAST  SICKNESS,  1727. 


L 
AuciGUTT  and  most  gracious  Lord  God,  extend,  we 
beseech  thee,  thy  pity  and  compassion  toward  this  thy 
langutsbing  servant ;  teach  her  to  place  her  hope  and 
confidence  entirely  in  thee :  give  her  a  true  sense  of 
the  emptiness  and  vanity  of  adl  earthly  things :  make 
her  truly  sensible  of  all  the  infirmities  of  ber  life  past; 
and  grant  to  her  such  a  true  sincere  repentance  as  ia 
not  to  be  repented  of.  Preserve  her,  O  Lord,  in  a 
sound  mind  and  understanding,  during  this  thy  visita- 
tion;  keep  her  from  both  the  sad  extremes  of  pre- 
sumption and  despair.  If  thou  shalt  please  to  restore 
her  to  her  former  health,  give  her  grace  to  be  ever 
mindful  of  that  mercy,  and  to  keep  those  good  resolu- 
tions she  now  makes  in  her  sickness ;  so  that  no  length 
of  time  nor  prosperity  may  entice  her  to  forget  them. 
Let  no  thougnt  of  her  misfortunes  distract  her  mind, 
and  prevent  the  means  toward  her  recovery,  or  disturb  . 
her  in  her  preparations  for  a  better  life.  We  beseech  I 
thee  also,  O  Lord,  of  thy  infinite  goodness,  to  remember 
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the  good  actioDs  of  thii  thy  servant ;  that  the  naked 
she  bath  clothed,  the  hungry  she  hath  fed,  the  sick  and 
the  fatherless  whom  she  hath  relieved  may  be  reckoned, 
according  to  thy  gracious  promise,  as  if  they  had  been 
done  unto  thee. — Hearken,  O  Lord,  to  the  prayers 
offered  up  by  the  friends  of  this  thy  servant  in  her 
bdialf,  and  especially  those  now  made  by  us  unto  thee. 
Give  thy  blessing  to  those  endeavours  used  for  her 
recovery ;  but  take  from  her  all  violent  desire  either  of 
life  or  death,  further  than  with  resignation  to  thy  holy 
will.  And  now,  O  Lord,  we  implore  thy  gracious 
favour  toward  us  here  met  together.  Grant  that  the 
sense  of  this  thy  servant's  weakness  may  add  strength 
to  our  faith,  that  we,  considering  the  infirmities  of  our 
nature  and  the  uncertainty  of  life,  may,  by  this  ex- 
ample, be  drawn  to  repentance,  before  it  shall  please 
thee  to  visit  us  in  the  like  manner.  Accept  these 
prayers,  we  beseech  the^  for  the  sake  of  thy  dear  son 
Jesus  Christ,  oitf  Lord ;  who,  with  Thee  and  the  Holy 
Ghost,  liveth  and  reigneth,  ever  one  God  world  without 
end.     Amen. 

II. 

Most  merciful  Father,  accept  our  humblest  prayers 
in  behalf  of  this  thy  languishing  servant :  forgive  the 
sins,  the  frailties,  and  infirmities  of  her  life  past. 
Accept  the  good  deeds  she  hath  done  in  such  a  manner, 
that  at  whatever  time  thou  shalt  please  to  call  hei^  she 
may  be  received  into  everlasting  habitations.  Give 
her  grace  to  continue  sincerely  thankful  to  thee  for 
the  many  favours  <hou  hast  bestowed  upon  her,  the 
ability  and  inclination  and  practice  to  do  good,  and 
those  virtues,  which  have  procured  the  esteem  and  love 
of  her  friends,  and  a  roost  unspotted  name  in  the 
world.  ^O  God,  thou  dispensest  thy  blessings  and  thy 
punidiments  as  it  becomedi  infinite  justice  and  mercy  ; 
and  since  it  was  thy  pleasure  to  afflict  her  with  a  long, 
constant,  weakly  state  of  health,  make  her  truly  sensible 
that  it  was  for  very  wise  ends,  and  was  largely  made 
up  to  her  in  other  blessings  more  valuable  and  less 
common.  Continue  to  her,  O  Lord,  that  firmness  and 
constancy  of  mind  wherewith  thou  hast  most  graciously 
endowed  her,  together  with  that  contempt  of  worldly 
tilings  and  vanities  that  she  hath  shown  in  the  whole 
conduct  of  her  life.  O  all-powerful  Being,  the  least 
motion  of  whose  will  can  create  or  destroy  a  world ; 
pity  us,  the  mournful  friends  of  thy  distressed  servant, 
who  sink  under  the  weight  of  her  present  condition, 
and  the  fear  of  losing  the  most  valuable  of  our  friends  : 
restore  her  to  us,  O  Lord,  if  it  be  thy  gracious  will,  or 
inspire  us  with  constancy  and  resignation  to  support 
ourselves  under  so  heavy  an  affliction.  Restore  her,  O 
Lord,  for  the  sake  of  those  poor,  who  by  losing  her  will 
be  desolate :  and  those  sick,  who  will  not  only  want 
her  bounty,  but  her  care  and  tending ;  else,  in  thy 
mercy,  raise  up  some  other  in  her  place,  with  equal 
disposition  and  better  abilities.  Lessen,  O  Lord,  we 
beseech  thee,  her  bodily  pains,  or  give  her  a  double 
strength  of  mind  to  support  them.  And  if  thou  wilt 
toon  take  her  to  thyself,  turn  our  thoughts  rather  upon 
that  felicity,  which  we  hope  she  shall  enjoy  than  upon 
that  unspeakable  loss  we  shall  endure.  Let  her  memory 
be  ever  dear  unto  us,  and  the  example  of  her  many 
virtues,  as  far  as  human  infirmity  win  admit,  our  con> 
stsnt  imitation.  Accept,  O  Lord,  these  prayers,  poured 
from  the  very  bottom  of  our  hearts,  in  thy  mercy, 
and  for  the  merits  of  our  blessed  Saviour.   Amen. 


III. 

O  MERCIFUL  Father,  who  never  afflictest  thy  children, 
but  for  their  own  good,  and  with  justice,  over  which 
thy  mercy  always  prevaileth,  either  to  turn  them  to 
repentance,  or  to  punish  them  in  the  present  life^  in 


order  to  reward  them  in  a  better;  take  pity,  we  besefcb 
thee,  upon  this  thy  poor  afflicted  servant,  Isnjuuishinr 
so  long  and  so  grievously  under  the  weight  of  thy  hand. 
Give  her  strength,  O  Lord,  to  support  her  weakness : 
and  patience  to  endure  her  pains,  without  repbiof  at 
thy  correction.  Forgive  every  rash  and  ineonsidente 
expressbn  which  her  anguish  may  at  any  time  font 
from  her  tongue,  while  her  heart  continueth  in  sncntin 
submission  to  thy  will.  Suppress  in  her,  O  Lord,  all 
eager  desires  of  life,  and  lessen  her  fears  of  deatli,  bj 
inspiring  into  her  an  humble,  yet  assured  hope  of  thy 
mercy.  Give  her  a  sincere  repentance  for  all  her  tia&i' 
gressions  and  omissions,  and  a  firm  resolution  topis 
the  remainder  of  her  life  in  endeavouring  to  berotmoM 
to  obeerve  all  thy  precepts.  We  beseech  thee  likrvkr 
to  compose  her  thoughts,  and  preserve  to  her  the  tut  of 
her  memory  and  reason  during  the  course  of  her  new- 
ness. Give  her  a  true  conception  of  the  vanity,  foik 
and  insignificancy  of  all  human  things ;  and  streDftlmi 
her  so  as  to  beget  in  her  a  sincere  love  of  thee  in  tix 
midst  of  her  suflerings.  Accept  and  impute  all  >» 
good  deeds,  and  forgive  her  all  thoee  offence*  againt 
thee  which  she  hath  sincerely  repented  of,  or  throo^ 
the  failure  of  memory  hath  forgot.  And  now,  0  Levi 
we  turn  unto  thee,  in  behalf  of  ourselves,  and  the  n^ 
of  our  sorrowful  friends.  Let  not  our  grief  afflict  bn 
I  mind,  and  thereby  have  an  ill  effect  on  her  preKot 
'  distemper.  Forgive  the  sorrow  and  weaknew  of  thost 
among  us,  who  sink  under  the  grief  and  terror  of  losii? 
so  dear  and  useful  a  friend.  Accept  and  psidoQ  cm 
most  earnest  prayers  and  wishes  for  her  longer  con- 
tinuance in  this  evil  world,  to  do  what  thou  art  ^]ts»^ 
to  call  thy  service,  and  is  only  her  hounden  duty ;  ^ 
she  may  be  still  a  comfort  to  us,  and  to  all  othen  viw 
will  want  the  benefit  of  conversation,  her  adriee,  bff 
good  offices,  or  her  charity.  And  since  thou  hast  pro- 
mised, that  weher  two  or  three  are  gathered  together  in 
thy  name,  thou  wilt  be  in  the  midst  of  them,  to  gw< 
their  requests ;  O  gracious  Lord,  grant  to  usvboar^ 
here  met  in  thy  name,  that  those  requests,  which  in  tbe 
utmost  sincerity  and  earnestness  of  our  hearts  ve  birf 
now  made  in  behalf  of  this  thy  distressed  servant  vA 
of  ourselves,  may  be  effectually  answered  throagh  ^ 
merits  of  Jesus  Christ,  our  Lord.     Amen.  • 

CHARACTER  OF  DR.  SHERIDAN. 

WRITTBN   tV  THB  TBAR    1738. 


DocTOB  TnoifAS  Shebidan  died  at  Rath&niham,  ^ 
10th  of  October,  1738,  at  three  of  the  clock  io  the 
afternoon:  his  disetises  were  a  dropsy  and  a^no^ 
He  was  doubtless  the  best  instructor  of  youth  in  tkf^ 
kingdoms,  or,  perhaps,  in  Europe ;  and  as  t^ ' 
master  of  the  Ureek  and  Roman  languages.  He  h»^ 
a  very  fruitful  invention,  and  a  talent  for  poetiy.  Hif 
English  verses  were  full  of  wit  and  humour,  bo! 
neither  his  prose  nor  verse  sufficiently  correct:  bov- 
ever,  he  would  readily  submit  to  any  friend  wh>^ 
a  true  taste  in  prose  or  verse.  He  has  left  behind  bio 
a  very  great  collection,  in  several  volumes,  of  «toiiA 
humorous,  witty,  wise,  or  some  way  useful,  gttbww 
from  a  vast  number  of  Greek,  Roman,  Italian,  Spsvi^^^ 
French,  and  English  writers.  I  believe  1  may  h**' 
seen  about  thirty,  large  enough  to  make  as  m«"? 
moderate  books  in  octavo.  But  among  these  extrscU, 
there  were  many  not  worth  regard  ;  for  five  op  »!*•  "^ 
least,  were  of  little  use  or  entertainment  He  va*  v** 
it  is  IVequently  the  case  in  men  of  wit  ond  leaniinri 
what  the  French  call  a  dupe^  and  in  a  very  high  ^^ 
gree.  The  greatest  dunce  of  a  tradesman  could  irapj* 
upon  him,  for  he  was  altogether  ignorant  in  vorKliT 
management.     His  chief  shining  quality  was  that  ui  ^ 
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ichorimirtwr;  here  he  ibone  in  his  proper  element 
U«  had  w  moch  skill  and  practice  in  the  physiogiuomy 
of  boyi,  tittt  he  rarely  miatook  at  the  first  view.  His 
icbolsa  loTed  and  feared  him.  He  often  rather  chose 
to  ifaame  the  stupid,  but  punish  the  idle,  and  expose 
tbrm  to  all  the  lada,  which  was  more  severe  than  lash- 
iof.  Among  the  gentlemen  in  this  kingdom  who  have 
aor  dhaie  of  education,  the  scholars  of  Dr.  Sheridan 
iufinitelj  excel,  in  number  and  knowledge,  all  their 
brethren  tent  from  other  schools. 

To  look  on  the  doctor  in  some  other  lights,  he  was 
ia  many  things  very  indiscreet,  to  say  no  worse.  He 
acted  like  too  many  clergymen,  who  are  in  haste  to 
get  married  when  very  young ;  and  from  hence  pro- 
ceeded all  the  miseries  of  his  life.  The  portion  he 
gut  proved  to  be  juat  the  reverse  of  500/.,  for  be  was 
poorer  by  a  thousand:  so  many  incumbrances  of  a 
motbo-in-kw,  and  poor  relations,  whom  he  was  forced 
to  support  for  many  years.  Instead  of  breeding  up  his 
dAughim  to  housewifery  and  plain  clothes,  he  got 
them,  at  a  great  expense,  to  be  dad  like  ladies  who  had 
pleutifulfuitunes;  made  them  only  leani  to  sing  and 
daoce.  to  draw  and  design,  to  give  them  rich  silks  and 
other  fopperies ;  and  his  two  eldest  were  married,  with- 
but  his  coiuent,  to  young  lads  who  had  nothing  to 
£cttj<f  on  them.  However,  he  had  one  son,  whom  the 
doctor  seiit  to  Westminster  school,  although  he  could 
ill  afford  it.  The  boy  was  th«re  immediately  taken 
fiotice  of,  upon  examination  :  although  a  mere  stranger, 
be  waa,  by  pore  merit,  elected  a  king  s  scholar.  It  is 
tnie,  their  maintenance  falls  something  short :  the  doc- 
tor vas  ^tben  so  poor,  that  he  could  not  add  fourteen 
pMiodj  to  enable  the  boy  to  finish  the  year ;  which  if 
be  hid  done,  he  would  have  been  removed  to  a  higher 
claa,  and,  in  another  year,  would  have  been  tped  off 
^  ia  the  phrase^  to  a  fellowship  in  Oxford  or  Cam- 
bridge :  but  the  doctor  was  forced  to  recall  him  to 
Dublin,  and  had  friends  in  our  university  to  send  him 
tbere^  vhere  he  has  been  choeen  of  the  foundation ;  and 
I  think  has  Rotten  an  exhibition,  and  designs  to  stand 
fur  a  fellowship.* 

The  doctor  nad  a  good  church  living,  in  the  south 
parti  of  Ireland,  given  him  by  lord  Carteret ;  who, 
wing  Tery  learned  himself,  encourages  it  in  others. 
A  friend  of  the  doctor's  prevailed  on  his  excellency  to 
snot  it  The  living  was  well  wordi  150/.  per  annum. 
He  changed  it  very  soon  for  that  of  Dunboyn ;  which, 
^J  the  knavery  of  the  farmers,  and  power  of  the  gen- 
tlemen, fell  to  very  low  that  he  could  never  get  80/. 
He  then  changed  that  living  for  the  free-school  of 
^^*ran,  where  be  might  have  lived  well  in  so  cheap  a 
country  on  60/.  salary  per  annum,  besides  bis  scho- 
^;  but  the  air,  be  said,  was  too  moist  and  unwhole- 
K'tne,  and  he  could  not  bear  the  company  of  some 
pmoia  in  that  neighbourhood.  Upon  this  he  sold  the 
Kbool  for  about  400/.,  spent  the  money,  grew  into  dis- 
<^,  and  died. 

It  would  be  very  honourable^  as  well  as  just,  in 
thoie  many  persona  of  quality  and  fortune  who  had 
the  advantage  of  being  educated  under  Dr.  Sheridan, 
^  they  would  ^ease  to  erect  some  decent  monument 
over  hi*  body,  m  the  church  where  it  is  deposited. 
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-^r,the  affieetioBale  manner  In  which  the  dean  had  treated 
w  mcSMiy  «r  Br.  Sheridan  la  the  preceding  character,  thare 
J^  y  ao^ead  of  any  apolony  for  the  jeu  drtfrit  hera  pre- 
"«*«t    II  WW  ortginally  pablished  in  1775,  by  daau  Swilt. 

He  became  acauainted  with  a  person  distinguished  for 
poetical  and  ot&er  writings,  and  in  an  eminent  station, 

*  IhoMss  Sheridan,  aa  ador  of  celebrity,  who  also  distin- 


who  treated  him  with  great  kindness  on  all  occasions, 
and  he  became  familiar  in  this  person  s  house.  [Dean 
Swift.]  In  three  months'  time,  Solomon,  without  the 
least  provocation,  writ  a  long  poem,  describing  that 
person's  muse  to  be  dead,  and  making  a  funeral  solem- 
nity with  asses,  owls,  &c.,  and  gave  the  copy  among 
all  his  acquaintance. 

Solomon  became  acquainted  with  a  most  deserving 
lady,  an  intimate  friend  of  the  above  person  [Stella], 
who  entertained  him  also  as  she  would  a  brother ;  and, 
upon  giving  him  a  little  good  advice  in  the  most  decent 
manner,  with  relation  to  his  wife,  he  told  her,  <*  She 
was  like  other  women,  aa  bad  as  she  was ;  and  that  they 
were  all  alike." 

Solomon  has  no  ill  design  upon  any  person  but  him- 
self, and  he  is  the  greatest  deceiver  of  himself  on  all 
occasions. 

His  thoughts  are  sudden,  and  the  most  unreasonable 
always  comes  uppermost;  and  he  constantly  resolves 
and  acts  upon  his  first  thoughts,  and  then  asks  advice, 
but  never  once  before. 

The  person  above  mentioned,  whom  he  lampooned 
in  three  months  after  their  acquaintance,  procurad  him 
a  good  preferment  from  the  lord-lieutenant  [lord 
Carteret]  :  upon  going  down  to  take  possession,  Solo- 
mon preached,  at  Cork,  a  sermon  on  king  Geoige^s 
birth-day,  on  this  text,  '*  Sufficient  to  the  day  is  the 
evil  thereof.""  Solomon  having  been  famous  for  a  high 
Tory,  and  suspected  as  a  Jacobite,  it  was  a  most  dif- 
ficult thing  to  get  anything  for  him :  but  that  penon, 
being  an  old  friend  of  lord  Carteret,  prevailed  against 
all  Solomon's  enemies,  and  got  him  made  likewise  one 
of  bis  excellency's  chaplains.  But,  upon  this  sermon, 
he  was  struck  out  of  the  list,  and  forbid  the  castle, 
until  that  same  person  brought  him  again  to  the  lieu- 
tenant, and  made  them  friends. 

A  fancy  sprung  in  Solomon's  head,  that  a  house  near 
Dublin  would  be  commodious  for  him  and  his  boarders 
to  lodge  in  on  Saturdays  and  Sundays ;  immediately, 
without  consulting  with  any  creature,  he  takes  a  lease 
of  a  rotten  house  at  Rathfamham,  the  worst  air  in  Ire- 
land, for  nine  hundred  and  ninety-nine  years,  at  twelve 
pounds  a<year;  the  land,  which  was  only  a  strip  of 
ground,  not  being  worth  twenty  shillings  a-year.  When 
&e  same  person  whom  he  lampooned  hearid  the  thing, 
he  begged  Solomon  to  get  a  clause  to  surrender,  and  at 
last  prevailed  to  have  it  done  after  twenty-one  years ; 
because  it  was  a  madnees  to  pay  eleven  pounds  a-year, 
for  a  thousand  years,  for  a  nouse  that  could  not  last 
twenty.  But  Solomon  made  an  agreement  with  hia 
landlady,  that  he  should  be  at  liberty  to  surrender  his 
lease  in  seven  years ;  and  if  he  did  not  do  it  at  that 
time,  should  be  obliged  to  keep  it  for  nine  hundred 
and  ninety-nine  years.  In  the  mean  time,  he  expends 
about  one  hundred  pounds  on  the  house  and  garden- 
wall;  and  in  leas  than  three  years,  contracts  such  a 
hatred  to  the  house,  that  he  lets  it  run  to  ruin:  so 
that,  when  the  seven  years  were  expired,  he  must 
either  take  it  for  the  remainder  of  the  nine  hundred 
and  ninety-nine  years,  or  be  sued  for  waste,  and  lose 
all  the  money  he  laid  out :  and  now  he  pays  twelve 
pounds  a-year  for  a  place  he  never  sees. 

Solomon  has  an  estate  of  about  35/.  per  annum,  in 
the  ci*unty  of  Cavan ;  upon  which,  instead  of  ever  re- 
ceiving one  penny  rent,  be  hath  expended  above  thirty 
pounds  pei  annum  in  buildings  and  plantations,  whic^ 
are  all  gone  to  ruin. 

Solomon  is  under-tenant  to  a  bishop's  lease ;  he  is 
bound  by  articles  to  his  lordship  to  renew  and  pay  a 
fine  whenever  the  bishop  renews  with  his  landlord,  and 
to  raise  his  rent  as  the  landlord  shall  mise  it  to  the 

guiahffd  himself  by  I^ccturea  on  Eloention.  and  an  excellent 
fife  of  Swift.  He  was  the  fkther  of  the  celebrated  and  highly- 
gifted  Richard  Brinsley  Sheridan. 
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biihop.  Seven  years  expire :  Solomon's  landlord  de- 
maxiia  a  flne,  which  he  readily  pays;  then  asks  for  a 
lease :  the  landlord  says,  **  He  may  have  il  atony  time." 
He  never  gets  it.  Another  seven  years  elapse  :  Solo- 
mon's landlord  demands  another  fine,  and  an  additional 
rent :  Solomon  pays  both,  asks  to  have  his  lease  re- 
newed: the  steward  answers,  *'He  will  speak  to  his 
master.'*  Seventeen  years  have  elapsed  ;  the  landlord 
sends  Solomon  word,  "  That  his  lease  is  forfeited,  be- 
cause he  hath  not  renewed  and  paid  his  fines  accord- 
ing to  articles ;"  and  now  they  are  at  law  upon  Uib 
admirable  case. 

It  is  Solomon's  great  happiness,  that,  when  he  acts 
in  the  common  concerns  of  life  against  common  sense 
and  reason,  he  values  himself  thi  reupon,  as  if  it  were 
the  mark  of  great  genius,  above  little  regards  or  arts, 
and  that  hU  thoughts  are  too  exalted  to  descend  into 
the  knowledge  of  vulgar  management ;  and  you  cannot 
make  him  a  greater  compliment  than  by  telling  in- 
stances to  the  company,  before  his  face,  how  careless 
he  was  in  any  affair  that  related  to  his  interest  and 
fortune. 

He  is  extremely  proud  and  captious,  apt  to  resent 
as  an  aflront  and  indignity  what  was  never  intended 
for  either. 

He  is  allured  as  easily  by  every  new  acquaintance, 
especially  among  women,  as  a  child  is  by  a  new  play- 
thing; and  is  led  at  will  by  them  to  suspect  and 
quarrel  with  his  best  friends,  of  whom  he  hath  lost  the 
greatest  part,  for  want  of  that  indulgence  which  they 
ought  to  allow  for  his  failings. 

He  is  a  generous,  honest, good-natured  man;  but  his 
perpetual  want  of  judgment  and  discretion  makes  him 
act  as  if  he  were  neither  generous,  honest,  nor  good- 
natured. 

The  person  above-mentioned,  whom  he  lampooned, 
and  to  whom  be  owes  preferment,  being  in  the  country 
and  out  of  order,  Solomon  had  appointed  to  come  for 
him  with  a  chaise,  and  bring  him  to  town.  Solomon 
sent  him  word  that  he  was  to  set  out  on  Monday,  and 
did  accordingly,  but  to  another  part  of  the  kingdom, 
thirty  miles  wide  of  the  place  appointed,  in  compliment 
to  a  lady  who  was  going  that  way  ;  there  stayed  with 
her  and  her  family  a  mouth ;  then  sent  the  chaise,  in 
the  midst  of  winter,  to  bring  tbe  said  person  where 
Solomon  would  meet  him,  declaring  he  could  not 
venture  himself  for  fear  of  the  frost :  and  upon  the 
said  person*s  refusing  to  go  in  the  chaise  alone,  or  to 
trust  to  Solomon's  appointment,  and  being  in  ill  health, 
Solomon  fell  into  a  formal  quarrel  with  that  person, 
and  foully  misrepresented  the  whole  affair,  to  justify 
himself. 

Solomon  had  published  a  homorous  ballad,  called 
^  Ballyspellin,"  whither  he  had  gone  to  drink  the  waters, 
with  a  new  favourite  lady.  The  ballad  was  in  the 
maimer  of  Mr.  Gay's  on  Molly  Mogg,  pretending  to 
contain  all  the  rhymes  of  Ballyspellin.  His  friend,  the 
person  so  often  mentioned,  being  at  a  gentleman's 
nouse  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  merry  over  Solomon's 
ballad,  they  agreed  to  make  another,  in  disnraise  of 
Ballyspellin  Wells,  which  Solomon  had  celebrated, 
and  with  all  new  rhymes  not  made  use  of  in  Solomon's. 
The  thing  was  done,  and  all  in  a  mere  jest  and  inno- 
cent merriment.  Yet  Solomon  was  prevailed  upon  by 
the  lady  he  went  with,  to  resent  this  as  an  affront  on 
her  and  himself;  which  he  did  accordingly,  against 
all  the  rules  of  reason,  taste,  good-nature,  judgment, 
gratitude,  or  common  manners. 

He  will  invite  six  or  more  people  of  condition  to 
dine  with  him  on  a  certain  day,  some  of  them  living 
five  or  six  miles  from  town.  On  the  day  appointed, 
he  will  be  absent,  and  know  nothing  of  the  matter,  and 
they  all  go  back  disappointed  :  when  he  is  told  of  this, 
he  is  pleased  because  it  shows  him  to  be  a  getuus  and 
a  man  of  learning. 


Having  lain  many  years  under  the  obloquy  of  a  high 
Tory  and  Jacobite,  upon  the  present  queen's  birth-day 
he  writ  a  song,  to  be  perfwmed  before  the  goveroroeuf 
and  those  who  attended  them,  in  praise  of  the  queen 
and  king,  on  the  common  topics  of  her  beauty,  vit, 
family,  love  of  England,  and  all  other  virtues,  wherein 
the  king  and  the  royal  children  were  sharers.  It  vas 
very  haxd  to  avoid  tbe  common  topics.  A  young  col- 
legian who  had  done  the  same  job  the  year  before,  fot 
some  reputation  on  account  of  his  wit  Solomon  woold 
needs  vie  with  him,  by  which  he  lost  all  the  esteem  of 
his  old  friends  the  Tories,  and  got  not  the  least  intereit 
with  the  Whigs ;  for  they  are  now  too  strong  to  want 
advocates  of  that  kind ;  and  therefore  one  of  the  lords 
justices,  reading  the  verses  in  some  company,  said, 
*<  Ah,  doctor  !  this  shall  not  do."  His  name  wu  at 
length  in  the  title>page ;  and  he  did  this  without  tbe 
knowledge  or  advice  of  one  living  soul,  as  he  hinuel/ 
confesseth. 

His  full  conviction  of  having  acted  wrong  in  an  ban- 
dred  instances,  leaves  him  as  positive  in  the  next  in- 
stance, as  if  he  had  never  been  mistaken  in  hislife ;  and 
if  you  go  to  him  the  next  da^,  and  find  him  convinced 
in  the  last,  he  hath  another  instance  ready,  wherein  he 
is  as  positive  as  he  was  the  day  before. 


A  SERIOUS  AND  USEFUL  SCHEME 
TO  HAKE  AN 

HOSPITAL  FOR  INCURABLES; 

OF  UNIVERSAL  BENEFIT  TO  ALL  HIS  HAJESTT's  SVfUECTi. 

Iltimbly  addressed  to  the  right  lionourmhle  Lord  •  •  •.  tb« 
right  honourable  sir  •  •  •,  and  to  the  right  honourable  •  •  •• 
FcBCunda  colpaB  ■ecula.^Hoa. 

There  is  not  anything  which  contributes  more  to  the 
reputation  of  particular  persons,  or  to  the  honour  af^ 
nation  in  general,  than  erecting  and  endowing  profw 
edifices  for  the  reception  of  those  who  labour  under 
different  kinds  of  distress.  The  diseased  and  unfor- 
tunate are  thereby  delivered  from  the  miseryjof  wantiof 
assistance,  and  others  are  delivered  from  the  misery  of 
beholding  them. 

It  is  certain  that  tiie  genius  of  the  people  of  England 
is  strongly  turned  to  public  charities,  and  to  so  noble 
a  degree,  that  almost  in  every  part  of  this  great  and 
opulent  city,  and  also  in  many  of  the  adjacent  vilUgei 
we  meet  with  a  great  variety  of  hospitals,  supporred 
by  the  generous  contributions  of  private  familw*,  « 
well  as  by  the  liberality  of  the  public.  Some  for  «*• 
men  worn  out  in  the  services  of  their  country,  w"* 
others  for  infirm  disabled  soldiers ;  some  for  tbe  main- 
tenance  of  tradesmen  decayed,  and  others  for  tbeir 
widows  and  orphans;  some  for  the  service  of  those  vho 
linger  under  tedious  distempers,  and  others  for  «ocb  ai 
are  deprived  of  their  reason. 

But  I  find,  upon  nice  inspection,  tliat  there  i«  «* 
kind  of  charity  almost  totally  disregarded,  wbjcoi 
nevertheless,  appears  to  me  of  so  excellent  a  natnw, 
as  to  be  at  present  more  wanted  and  better  calculatfd 
for  the  ease,  quietness,  aud  felicity  of  tliis  whole  kni?- 
dom  than  any  other  can  possibly  be :  I  meao  «» 
hospital  for  incurables.  . 

I  must  indeed  confess,  that  an  endowment  of  tns 
nature  would  prove  a  very  large  and  perpetual  ^P***?: 
However,  1  have  not  the  least  diffidence  that  I  »ali 
be  able  effectually  to  convince  the  world  that  roy 
present  scheme  for  such  an  hospital  is  very  P'**^^^ 
and  must  be  very  desirable  by  every  one  who  hats 
the  interest  of  his  country,  or  his  fellow-creaturts,  reaJT 
at  heart. 

It  is  observable,  that  altliough  the  bodies  of  bunian 
creatures  be  affected  with  an  infinite  variety  of  diwrufl^ 
which  elude  the  power  of  medicine,  and  are  often  ftwoJi 
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to  beineirable,  yet  their  mindi  are  also  overrun  with 
to  fqoal  YMxietjy  which  no  skill,  no  power,  no  medicine, 
cao  iJter  or  amend.  And  I  think  that,  out  of  regard 
to  ibf  public  peace  and  emolument,  as  well  as  the 
irfwe  of  many  pious  and  valuable  families,  this  latter 
tptcm  of  incurables  ought  principally  to  engage  our 
attnition  and  beneficence. 

I  Miere  an  horoital  for  such  incurables  will  be 

onifcrMlIj  aiiowed  necessary,   if  we  only  consider 

whAtuumbera  of  absolute  incurables  every  profession, 

niik,  awl  degree,  would  perpetually  produce,  which  at 

|s«ietit  are  only  national  grievances,  and  of  which  we 

cau  bare  no  other  effectual  method  to  purge  the  kingdom. 

For  instance,  let  any  man  seriously  consider  what 

numben  there  are  ni  incurable  fools,  incurable  knaves, 

ioconble  scolds,  incurable  scribblers,  (besides  myself,) 

iitcuzable  coxcombs,  incurable  infidels,  incurable  liars, 

incurable  whores,  in  all  places  of  public  resort ; — not 

to  menttou  the  incurably  vain,  incurably  envious,  incu- 

nblj  proad,  incurably  affected,  incurably  imperti- 

oetit,  aud  10,000  other  incurables  which  1  must  of 

necenity  pus  over  in  silence,  lest  I  should  swell  this 

tmy  into  a  volume.     And,  without  doubt,  every  un- 

{njiidiced  peison  will  agree  that,  out  of  mere  Christian 

charitj,  the  public  ought  to  be  eased  as  much  as  pos- 

vble  of  this  troublesome  aud  intolerable  variety  of 

uicarabiea. 

And,  Bfst,  Under  the  denomination  of  incurable 
foola.  we  may  reasonablv  expect  that  such  an  hospital 
would  be  furnished  with  considerable  numbers  of  Hbe 
frowih  of  our  own  universities,  who  at  present  appear 
10  rarious  professions  in  the  world,  under  the  venerable 
tiitt  of  physicians,  barristers,  and  ecclesiastics. 

AdU  ss  those  ancient  seminaries  have  been  for  some 
T(vi  pBst  accounted  little  better  than  nurseries  of  such 
Mt  of  incurables,  it  should  seem  high!  v  commendable 
tit  make  some  kind  of  provision  for  them,  because  it 
n  more  than  probable  that,  if  they  are  to  be  supported 
^  their  own  particular  merit  in  dieir  several  callings, 
^ty  miist  necesurily  acquire  but  a  very  indifferent 
Baintfnance. 

I  voold  not  willingly  be  here  suspected  to  cast  re- 
flertioiu  on  any  order  of  men,  as  if  1  mought  that  small 
»nif  from  the  profession  of  any  art  or  science,  were 
ilwijt  an  undoubted  sign  of  an  equally  small  degree 
cf  uoderrtanding ;  for  I  profess  myaelf  to  be  some- 
what inrluicd  to  a  very  opposite  opinion,  having  fre- 
quently ofaaerved  that,  at  ttie  bar,  the  pulse,  and  the 
folpit,  those  who  hiive  the  least  learning  or  sense  to 
pnd  meet  generally  with  the  largest  share  of  promo- 
tibM  and  profit :  of  which  many  instances  might  be 
priidictd ;  tmt  the  public  seems  to  want  no  conviction 
iQ  thii  particular. 

Ciider  the  same  denominations  we  may  further  ex- 
P^  a  Urge  and  ridiculous  quantity  of  old  rich  widows, 
vbote  eager  and  impatient  appetites  inflame  them  with 
(siraragant  paatons  for  fellows  of  a  very  different  age 
^  complexion  from  themselves,  who  purchase  con- 
l^mpt  and  aversion  with  good  jointures,  and  being 
i««drd  with  years,  infirmities,  and  probably  ill-humour, 
^  ftxced  to  bribe  into  tlieir  embraces  such  whose 
f  «tttn«  and  characters  are  equally  desperate. 

^dea,  our  collection  of  incurable  fools  would  re- 
^p-At  ail  incredible  addition  from  every  one  of  the  fol- 
«^'ni5  articles : — 

From  young  extravagant  heirs,  wlio  are  just  of  a 
competent  age  to  become  the  bubbles  of  jockeys,  sports- 
^*^*',  ffamerters,  bullies,  sharpen,  courtesans,  and  such 
■t«t  of  Inoourable  pickpockets. 

Prom  misets,  who  half  starve  themselves  to  feed  the 
Mi^ality  of  their  heirs,  and  who  proclaim  to  the 
world  how  unworthy  they  are  of  possessing  estates 
^'T  the  wretched  and  ridiculous  methods  they  take  to 
"»j<»y  them. 

VOL.  IL 


FVom  contentious  people  of  all  conditions,  who  are 
content  to  waste  the  greatest  part  of  their  own  fortunes 
at  law,  to  be  the  instruments  of  impoverishing  others. 

From  those  who  have  any  confidence  in  profession  of 
friendship,  before  trial,  orany  dependence  on  the  fidelity 
of  a  mistress. 

From  young  illiterate  squires,  who  travel  abroad  to 
import  lewdness,  conceit,  arrogance,  vanity,  and  fop- 
pery, of  which  commodities  there  seems  to  be  so  great 
an  abundance  at  home. 

From  young  clergymen  who  contrive,  by  matrimony, 
to  acquire  a  family  before  they  have  obtained  the 
necessary  means  to  maintain  one. 

From  those  who  have  considerable  estates  in  different 
kingdoms,  and  yet  are  so  incurably  stupid  as  to  spend 
their  whole  incomes  in  this. 

These  and  several  other  articles  which  might  be 
mentioned,  would  afford  us  a  perpetual  opportunity  of 
easing  the  public,  by  having  an  hospital  for  the  accom- 
modation of  such  incurables ;  who  at  present,  either 
by  the  over-fondness  of  near  relations,  or  the  indolence 
of  the  magistrates,  are  permitted  to  walk  abroad,  and 
appear  in  the  most  crowded  places  of  this  city,  as  if 
they  were  indeed  reasonable  creatures. 

I  had  almost  forgot  to  hint,  that,  under  this  article, 
there  is  a  modest  probability  that  many  of  the  clergy 
would  be  found  properly  qualified  for  admittance  into 
the  hospital,  who  might  serve  in  the  capacity  of  chap* 
laiiis,  and  save  the  unnecessary  expense  of  salaries. 

To  these  fools,  in  order  succeed  such  as  may  justly 
be  included  under  the  extensive  denomination  of  in- 
curable knaves;  of  which  our  several  inns  of^court 
would  constantly  afford  us  abundant  supplies. 

I  think,  indeed,  that,  of  this  species  of  incurables, 
there  ought  to  be  a  certain  limited  number  annually 
admitted,  which  number,  neither  any  regard  to  the 
quiet  or  benefit  of  the  nation,  nor  any  other  charitable 
or  public-spirited  reason,  should  tempt  us  to  exceed ; 
because,  if  all  were  to  be  admitted  on  such  a  founda- 
tion, who  might  be  reputed  in  incurable  of  this  dis- 
temper; and  if  it  were  possible  for  the  public  to  find 
any  place  large  enough  for  their  reception,  I  have  not 
the  least  doubt  that  aJl  our  inns,  which  are  at  this  day 
so  crowded,  would  in  a  short  time  be  emptied  of  their 
inhabitants,  and  the  law,  that  beneficial  craft,  want 
hands  to  conduct  it. 

I  tremble  to  think  what  herds  of  attorneys,  solicitors^ 
pettifoggers,  scriveners,  usurers,  hackney-clerks,  pick- 
pockets, pawnbrokers,  jailors,  and  justices  of  the  peace 
would  hourly  be  driven  to  such  an  hospital ;  and  what 
disturbance  it  might  also  create  in  several  noble  and 
wealthy  ftimilies. 

What  unexpected  distress  might  it  prove  to  several 
men  of  fortune  and  quality  to  be  suddenly  deprived 
of  their  rich  stewards,  in  whom  they  had  for  many 
years  reposed  the  utmost  confidence,  and  to  find  them 
irrecoverably  lodged  among  such  a  collection  of  incur- 
ables! 

How  many  orphans  might  then  expect  to  see  their 
guardians  hurried  away  to  the  hospital ;  and  how  many 
greedy  executors  find  reason  to  lament  the  want  of 
opportunity  to  pillage ! 

Would  not  Exchange  Alley  have  cause  to  mourn 
for  the  loss  of  its  stock-jobbers  and  brokers  ;  and  the 
Charitable  Corporation  for  the  confinement  of  many 
of  its  directors? 

Might  not  Westminster-hall,  as  well  as  all  the 
gaming-houses  in  this  great  city,  be  entirely  unpeopled  ; 
and  the  professors  of  art  in  each  of  those  assemblies 
become  useless  in  their  vocations,  by  being  deprived  of 
all  future  opportunity  to  be  dishonest! 

In  short,  it  might  put  the  whole  kingdom  into 
confusion  and  disonler ;  and  we  should  find  that  the 
entire  revenues  of  this  nation  w^  "^ble  to 
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support  so  gieat  a  number  of  incurables,  in  this  way, 
as  would  appear  qualifled  for  admission  into  our  hos- 
pital. 

For  if  we  only  consider  bow  this  kingdom  swarms 
with  quadrille^tables,  and  gaming-houses,  both  public 
and  private,  and  also  how  each  of  thjse  houses,  as 
well  as  Westminster-hall  aforesaid,  swarms  witli 
knaves  who  are  anxious  to  win,  or  fools  who  have 
anything  to  lose,  we  may  be  soon  convinced  how 
necessary  it  will  be  to  limit  the  number  of  incurables, 
comprehended  under  these  titles,  lest  the  foundation 
should  prove  insufficient  to  maintain  any  others  besides 
them. 

However,  if  by  this  scheme  of  mine  the  nation  can 
be  eased  of  20,000  or  30,000  such  incurables,  I  think  it 
ought  to  be  esteemed  somewhat  beneficial,  and  worthy 
of  the  attention  of  the  public. 

The  next  sort  for  whom  I  would  gladly  provide,  and 
who  for  several  generations  have  proved  insupportable 
plagues  and  grievances  to  the  good  people  of  England, 
are  those  who  may  properly  be  admitted  under  the 
character  of  incurable  scolds. 

I  own  this  to  be  a  temper  of  so  desperate  a  nature 
that  few  females  can  be  found  willing  to  own  themselves 
anyway  addicted  to  it;  and  yet  it  is  thought  that  there 
is  scarce  a  single  parson,  *prentice,  alderman,  squire, 
or  husband,  who  would  not  solemnly  avouch  the  very 
reverse. 

I  could  wish,  indeed,  that  the  word  scold  might  be 
changed  for  some  more  gentle  term,  of  equal  significa- 
tion ;  because  I  am  convinced  that  the  very  name  is  as 
offensive  to  female  ears  as  the  effects  of  tliat  incurable 
distemper  are  to  the  ears  of  the  men ;  which,  to  be  sure, 
is  inexpressible. 

And  that  it  hath  been  always  customary  to  honour 
the  very  same  kind  of  actions  with  different  appella- 
tions, only  to  avoid  giving  offence,  is  evident  to  com- 
mon observation. 

For  instance  :  How  many  lawyers,  attorneys,  solici- 
tors, under-sheriffs,  intriguing  chambermaids,  and 
counter-officers,  are  continually  guilty  of  extortion, 
bribery,  oppression,  and  many  other  profitable  knaveries, 
to  drain  the  purses  of  those  with  whom  they  are  anyway 
concerned  I  And  yet  all  these  different  expedients  to 
raise  a  fortune  pass  generally  under  the  milder  names 
of  fees,  perquisites,  vales,  presents,  gratuities,  and  such 
like ;  although,  in  strictness  of  speech,  they  should  be 
called  robbery,  and  consequently  be  rewarded  with  a 
gibbet. 

Nay,  how  many  honourable  gentlemen  might  be 
enumerated  who  keep  open  shop  to  make  a  trade  of 
iniquity ;  who  teach  the  law  to  wink  whenever  power 
or  profit  appears  in  her  way :  and  contrive  to  grow 
rich  by  the  vice,  the  contention,  or  the  follies  of  man- 
kind ;  and  who,  nevertheless,  instead  of  being  branded 
with  the  harsh-sounding  names  of  knaves,  pilferers,  or 
public  oppreaors,  (as  they  justly  merit,)  are  only  dis- 
tinguished by  the  title  of  justices  of  the  peace ;  in  which 
single  term,  all  those  several  appellations  are  generally 
thought  to  be  implied. 

But  to  proceed.  When  first  I  determined  tu  pre- 
pare this  scheme  for  the  use  and  inspection  of  the 
public,  I  intended  to  examine  one  whole  ward  in  this 
city,  tliat  my  computation  of  the  number  of  incurable 
scolds  might  be  more  perfect  and  exact.  But  I  found 
it  impossible  to  finish  my  progress  through  more  than 
one  street. 

I  made  my  first  application  to  a  wealthy  citixen  in 
Comhill,  common  councilman  for  his  ward,  to  whom 
I  hinted,  that  if  he  knew  e*er  an  incurable  scold  in  the 
neighbourhood,  I  bad  some  hope  to  provide  for  her  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  hinder  ner  from  being  further 
troublesome.  He  referred  me  with  great  delight  to 
his  next-door  friend ;  yet  whispered  me,  that,  with 


much  greater  ease  and  pleasure,  he  could  furnish  tne 
out  of  his  own  family ,  and  begged  the  prefer- 
ence. 

His  next-door  friend  owned  readily  that  his  wifp'f 
qualifications  were  not  misrepresented,  and  thst  be 
would  cheerfully  contribute  to  promote  so  oseful  a 
scheme ;  but  positively  asserted,  that  it  would  be  of 
small  service  to  rid  the  neighbourhood  of  one  woman, 
while  such  multitudes  would  remain  all  equally  iuia{H 
portable. 

By  which  circumstance  I  conjectured  that  the  quan- 
tity of  these  incurables  in  London,  Westminster,  sod 
Southwark,  would  be  very  considerable,  and  that  i 
generous  contribution  might  reasonably  be  expected  for 
such  an  hospital  as  1  am  recommending. 

Besides,  the  number  of  these  female  incurables  would 
probably  be  very  much  increased  by  additional  quanti- 
ties of  old  maids,  who,  being  wearied  with  coiicesiiuf 
their  ill-humour  for  one -half  of  their  lives,  are  impati^tit 
to  give  it  full  vent  in  the  other.  For  old  maids,  like  oM 
thin-bodied  wines,  instead  of  growing  more  agrcetUe 
by  years,  are  observed,  for  the  most  part,  to  becaoK 
intolerably  sharp,  sour,  and  useless. 

Under  this  denomination  also  we  may  expect  to  be 
furnished  with  as  large  a  collection  of  old  bachelon, 
especially  those  who  have  estates,  and  but  a  rooderatx 
degree  of  understanding.  For  an  old  wealthy  bacbelor. 
being  perpetually  surrounded  with  a  set  of  fUttrmt. 
cousins^  poor  dependents,  and  would-be  heirs,  who,  f« 
their  own  views,  submit  tu  his  perverseness  and  caprice, 
becomes  insensibly  infected  with  this  scolding  tnalsiiy. 
which  generally  proves  incurable,  and  renders  him  (ll^ 
agreeable  to  his  friends,  and  a  fit  subject  for  ridicule  to 
his  enemies. 

As  to  the  incurable  scribblers,  (of  which  society  I 
have  the  honour  to  be  a  member,)  they  probably  in 
innumerable  \  and,  of  consequence,  it  will  be  absolutely 
impossible  to  provide  for  one< tenth  part  of  their  Orsttr- 
nity.  However,  as  this  set  of  incurables  are  geperallT 
more  pUgued  with  poverty  than  any  other,  it  will  be  a 
double  charity  to  admit  them  on  the  foundatioo;  s 
charity  to  the  world,  to  whom  they  are  a  commou  pMt 
and  nuisance ;  and  a  charity  to  themselves,  to  idieTe 
them  from  want,  contempt,  kicking,  and  several  otbtt 
accidents  of  that  nature,  to  which  they  are  cootinuaUy 
liable. 

Grub-street  itself  would  then  have  reason  to  rejoice 
to  see  so  many  of  its  half -starved  manufactureis  amply 
provided  for,  and  the  whole  tribe  of  meagre  incuraUei 
would  prot>ably  shout  for  joy  at  being  delivered  frnn 
tlie  tyranny  and  garrets  of  printecs,  publishco>  sud 
booksellers. 

What  a  mixed  multitude  of  ballad-writers,  od«- 
makers,  translators,  farce-comi)oundecs,  opera-moogcn, 
biographers,  pamphleteers^  and  journalists  would sppesf 
crowding  to  the  hospital ;  not  unlike  the  brutes  tnoiii^ 
to  the  ark  before  the  deluge!  And  what  an  univenal 
satisfaction  would  such  a  sight  afford  to  all,  eicept 
pastrycooks,  grocers,  chandlers,  and  tobacco-retailcsi 
to  whom  alone  the  writings  of  those  incurables  vtf* 
anyway  profitable! 

I  have  often  been  amaaed  to  obseive  what  a  variHr 
of  ineumble  coxcombs  are  to  be  met  with  between  $'• 
James's  and  limehouse,  at  every  hour  of  the  Uay :  «> 
numerous  as  Welsh  parsons,  and  equally  cantemptibk- 
How  they  swarm  in  all  cofleehouaes,  theatrai,  publ'^ 
walks,  and  private  assemblies ;  how  they  are  inoesiantiy 
employed  in  cultivating  intrigues,  and  every  kin^  ;>< 
irrational  pleasure ;  how  industrious  they  seem  to  mini*^ 
the  appearance  of  monkeys,  as  monkeys  are  cmuloiu  to 
imitate  the  gestures  of  men :  and  from  such  obicna* 
tions  I  concluded,  that  to  confine  the  gnatest  part  of 
those  incurables,  who  are  so  many  living  burlesquei  (^ 
human  nature,  would  be  of  eminent  servios  to  tba 
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laHon;  ind  I  am  penuaded  that  I  am  far  fVom  being 
ijngiilir  in  that  opinion. 

Ai  for  the  incurable  infldeU  and  lian,  I  aball  range 
tbfm  under  the  same  article,  and  would  willingly  ap- 
puinf  th«m  the  lame  apartment  in  the  bofpital ;  because 
then  U  a  much  nearer  resemblance  between  them  than 
israerally  imagined. 

fUre  they  not  au  equal  delight  in  imposing  falsities 
OD  the  public,  and  seem  they  not  equally  desirous  to  be 
thouiht  of  more  sagacity  and  importance  than  others  f 
Du  tbey  not  both  report  what  both  know  to  be  false ; 
snd  both  confidently  assert  what  tbey  are  conscious  is 
mort  liable  to  contraidiction  f 

The  parallel  might  easily  be  carried  on  much  further, 
if  the  intended  shortness  fk  this  essay  would  admit  it 
However,  I  cannot  forbear  taking  notice,  with  what 
immnise  quantities  of  incurable  liars  his  majesty's 
kiugdams  ore  overrun;  what  offence  and  prejudice  they 
are  to  the  public ;  what  inconceivable  injury  to  private 
penoDi;  sod  what  a  necessity  there  is  for  an  hospital, 
to  relieve  the  nation  from  the  curse  of  so  many  incur- 
ible<. 

This  distemper  appears  almost  in  as  many  different 
ifaapet  Bi  there  are  persons  afflicted  with  it ;  and,  in 
erery  iadividual,  is  always  beyond  the  power  of  medi- 
cine. 

Some  lie  for  tbeir  interest,  such  as  fishmongers, 
iittteren,  pimps,  lawyers,  fortune-hunters,  and  fortune- 
tellm;  ana  others  lie  for  their  entertainment,  as  maids, 
vivet,  widows,  and  all  otlier  tea-table  attendants. 

Some  lie  out  of  vanity,  as  poets,  painters,  players, 
'opi.  military  officers,  and  all  those  who  frequent  the 
lerees  of  the  great :  and  others  lie  out  of  ill-nature,  as 
old  maids,  Ac. 

Some  lie  out  of  custom,  as  lorers,  coxcombs,  foot- 
cMti.  lailon,  mechanics,  merchants,  and  chamber- 
maids; and  others  lie  out  of  complaisance  or  necessity, 
u  cnartien,  chaplains,  &c.  In  short,  it  were  endless 
to  enumerate  them  all,  but  this  sketch  may  be  suf- 
ficient to  give  us  some  small  imperfect  idea  of  their 
nrnnben. 

Ai  to  the  remaining  incurables,  we  may  reasonably 
r<n)clqde  that  they  bear  at  least  an  equal  pronor- 
^txi  to  those  already  mentioned ;  but  with  regaru  to 
die  tncnrable  whores  in  this  kingdom,  I  must  parti- 
cnlarlj  observe,  that  such  of  them  as  are  public,  and 
Bake  it  their  profession,  have  proper  bospitab  for  their 
■vc^tion  already,  if  we  could  find  magistrates  without 
P^u  or  officers  without  au  incurable  itch  to  a 
fx^be.  And  such  of  them  as  are  private,  and  make 
i^  tbeir  amusement,  I  should  be  unwilling  to  disturb, 
^  two  reasons : — 

f^int,  because  it  might  probably  afflict  many  noble, 
vealtby,  contented,  and  unsuspecting  husbands,  by 
(coriticing  them  of  their  own  dishonour,  and  the  un- 
pvdonable  disloyalty  of  their  wives :  and,  secondly, 
^use  it  will  be  fbr  ever  impossible  to  confine  a 
v^i'^iun  from  being  guilty  of  any  kind  of  misconduct 
•k«f  once  she  is  firmly  resolved  to  attempt  it. 

from  all  which  observations,  every  reasonable  man 
nnst  infallibly  be  convinced,  that  an  hospital  for  the 
*<ipport  of  these  different  kinds  of  incurables  would  be 
Jitiemdy  beneficial  to  these  kingdoms.  I  think,  there- 
f'Jtt,  that  nothing  further  is  wanting,  but  to  demonstrate 
^  die  public  i\ai  such  a  scheme  is  very  practicable, 
prtb  by  having  an  undoubted  method  to  raise  an  annual 
mcome,^  at  least  sufficient  to  make  the  experiment, 
which  b  the  way  of  founding  all  hospitals,)  and  by 
Win^  alio  a  strong  probability,  that  such  an  hospital 
^wld  be  supported  by  perpetual  benefactions ;  which, 
'^  my  few  years,  mignt  enable  us  to  increase  the 
unmher  of  incurables  to  nine-tenths  more  than  we 
ca  reasonably  venture  on  at  first. 


/i  Computation  of  the  Daify  and  Annual  Expenau  of 
an  Hotpitaif  to  be  erected  for  Incurabtet, 

Per  day. 

Incurable  fools  are  almost  infinite;  how- 
ever, at  first,  I  would  have  only  twenty  thou- 
sand admitted;  and,  allowing  to  each  person 
but  one  shilling  per  day  for  maintenance,  which 
is  as  low  as  possible,  the  daily  expense  for  this 
article  will  be £1000 

Incurable  knaves  are,  if  possible,  more  nume- 
rous, including  foreigners,  especially  Irishmen. 
Yet  I  would  limit  the  number  of  these  to  about 
thirty  thousand ;  which  would  amount  to     .         1500 

Incurable  scolds  would  be  plentifully  supplied 
fVom  almost  every  family  in  the  kingdom.  And 
indeed,  to  make  this  hospital  of  any  real  benefit, 
we  cannot  admit  fewer,  even  at  first,  than  thirty 
thousand,  including  the  ladies  of  Bilingsgate 
and  Leadenhall  market,  which  is  •         .         •     1500 

The  incurable  scribblers  are  undoubtedly  a 
very  considerable  society,  and  of  that  denomi- 
nation I  would  admit  at  least  forty  thousand ; 
because  it  is  to  be  supposed  that  such  incur- 
ables will  be  found  in  greatest  distress  for  a 
daily  maintenance*  And  if  we  had  not  great 
encouragement  to  hope  that  many  of  that  class 
would  properly  be  admitted  among  the  in- 
cumble  fools,  I  should  strenuously  intercede  to 
have  ten  or  twenty  thousand  more  added.  But 
their  allowed  numl)er  will  amount  to     •         •      2000 

Incurable  coxcombs  are  very  numerous ;  and, 
considering  what  numbers  are  annually  im- 
ported from  France  and  Italy,  we  carmot  admit 
fewer  than  ten  thousand,  which  will  be         •  500 

Incurable  infidels  (as  they  affect  to  be  called) 
should  be  received  into  the  hospital  to  the  num- 
ber often  thousand.  However,  if  it  should  acci- 
dentally happen  to  grow  into  a  fashion  to  be 
believers,  it  is  probable  that  the  great  part  of 
them  would,  in  a  very  short  time,  be  dismissed 
from  the  hospital,  as  perfectly  cured.  Their  ex- 
pense would  be  .         •         •         •         •       500 

Incurable  liars  are  infinite  in  all  parts  of  the 
kingdom ;  and,  making  allowance  for  citixens' 
wives,  mercers,  ^prentices,  news-writers,  old 
maids,  and  flatterers,  we  cannot  possibly  allow 
a  smaller  number  than  thirty  thousand,  which 
will  amount  to 1500 

The  incurable  envious  are  in  vast  quantities 
throughout  tliis  whole  nation.  Nor  can  it  rea- 
sonably be  expected  that  their  numbers  should 
lessen,  while  fame  and  honours  are  heaped  upon 
some  particular  persons,  as  the  public  reward 
of  their  superior  accomplishments,  while  others, 
who  are  equally  excellent  in  their  own  opi- 
nions, are  constrained  to  live  unnoticed  and 
contemned.  And,  as  it  would  be  impossible  to 
provide  for  all  those  who  are  possessed  with  this 
distemper,  I  should  consent  to  admit  only 
twenty  thousand  at  first,  by  way  of  experiment, 
amounting  to     »         .         ,         ,         ,         ,     1000 

Of  the  incurable  vain,  affected,  and  imper- 
tinent, I  should  at  least  admit  ten  thousand ; 
which  number  I  am  confident  will  appear  very 
inconsiderable,  if  we  include  all  degrees  of  fe- 
males, from  the  duchess  to  the  chambermaid ; 
all  poets,  who  have  had  a  little  success,  espe- 
cially in  the  dramatic  way,  and  all  players, 
who  have  met  with  a  small  degree  of  approba- 
tion.   Amomiting  only  to     .         •         .         •       500 

By  which  plain  computation  it  is  evident  that  two 
hundred  thousand  persons  will  he  daily  provided  for, 
and  the  allowance  fur  maintaining  this  collection  of  in- 
curables may  be  seen  in  the  following  account : — 

Y  2 
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For  the  Incurable 

Per  day. 
Foola,  being  .  .  •  20,000  at  one  shilling  each  £1,000 
Knaves     ....     30,000 

Scold 30,000 

Scribblers  .  .  .  40,000 
Coxcombs .  •  •  •  10,000 
Infidels  ....  10,000 
Liars  .....     30,000 


For  the  Incurahbf 

Envious  ....     20,000 
Vain 10,000 


1, 

1,500 

w 

fi 
it 
>» 

2,000 
500 
500 

1,500 

'abbf 
ft 

tt 

1,000 
500 

Total  maintained,  200,000       Total  expense,  £10,000 

From  whence  it  ap^iean,  that  the  daily 
expense  will  amount  to  such,  a  sum  as,  in 
365  days  comes  to        ....  £3,650,000 

And  I  am  fully  satisfied  that  a  sum,  much  greater 
than  this,  may  easily  be  raised,  with  all  possible  satis* 
faction  to  the  subject,  and  without  interfering  in  the 
least  with  the  revenues  of  the  crown. 

In  the  first  place,  a  large  proportion  of  this  sum 
might  be  raised  by  the  voluntary  contribution  of  the 
inhabitants. 

The  computed  number  of  people  in  Great  Britain 
is  very  little  less  than  eight  millions,  of  which,  upon 
a  most  moderate  computation,  we  may  account  one- 
half  to  be  incurables.  And  as  all  those  different  in- 
curables, whether  acting  in  the  capacity  of  friends, 
acquaintances,  wives,  hiubands,  daughters,  counsellors, 
parents,  old  maids,  or  old  bachelors,  are  inconceivable 
plagues  to  all  those  with  whom  they  happen  to  be  con- 
cerned ;  and,  as  there  is  no  hope  of  being  eased  of  such 
plagues,  except  by  such  an  hospital,  which  by  degrees 
might  be  enlarged  to  contain  them  all,  I  think  it  cannot 
be  doubted,  that  at  least  three  millions  and  a  half  of 
people,  out  of  the  remaining  proportion,  would  be  found 
tx>th  able  and  desirous  to  contribute  so  small  a  sum  as 
20«.  per  annum,  for  the  quiet  of  the  kingdom,  the  peace 
of  private  families,  and  the  credit  of  the  nation  in  ge- 
neral. And  this  contribution  would  amount  to  very 
near  our  requisite  sum. 

Nor  can  this  by  any  means  be  esteemed  a  wild  con- 
jecture ;  for  where  is  there  a  man  of  common  sense, 
honesty  or  good-nature,  who  would  not  gladly  propose 
even  a  much  greater  sum  to  be  freed  from  a  scold,  a 
knave,  a  fool,  a  liar,  a  coxcomb  conceitedly  repeating 
the  compositions  of  others,  or  a  vain  impertinent  poet 
repeating  his  own  f 

In  the  next  place,  it  may  justly  be  supposed,  that 
many  young  noblemen,  knights,  squires,  and  extrava- 
gant heirs,  with  very  large  estates,  would  be  confined 
in  our  hospit^.  And  I  would  propose,  that  the  annual 
income  of  every  particular  incurable*s  estate  should  be 
appropriated  to  the  use  of  the  house.  But,  besides 
these,  there  will  undoubtedly  be  many  old  misers, 
aldermen,  justices,  directors  of  companies,  templars, 
and  merchuits  of  all  kinds,  whoee  personal  fortunes  are 
immense,  and  who  should  proportionably  pay  to  the 
hospital. 

Yet,  lest  by  being  here  misunderstood  I  should 
seem  to  propose  an  unjtut  or  oppressive  scheme,  1  shall 
further  explain  my  design  : — 

Suppose,  for  instance,  a  young  nobleman  possessed  of 
10,000/.  or  20,000/.  per  annum,  should  accidentally 
be  confined  there  as  an  incurable,  I  would  have  only 
such  a  proportion  of  his  estate  applied  to  the  support  of 
the  hospital  as  he  himself  would  spend  if  he  were  at 
liberty.  And,  after  his  death,  the  profits  of  the  estate 
should  regularly  devolve  to  the  next  lawful  heir, 
whether  male  or  female. 


And  my  reason  for  this' proposal  is,  because  consider 
able  estates,  which  probabfy  would  be  squandered  away 
among  hounds,  horses,  whores,  sharpers,  surgeoni, 
tailors,  pimps,  masquerades,  or  architects,  if  left  to  the 
management  of  such  incurables,  would,  by  this  in«ani, 
become  of  some  real  use,  both  to  the  public  and  them* 
selves.  And  perhaps  this  may  be  the  only  method 
which  can  be  found  to  make  such  young  spendthriib 
of  any  real  benefit  to  their  country. 

And  although  the  estates  of  deceased  inciualici 
might  be  permitted  to  descend  to  the  next  hein,  the 
hospital  would  probably  sustain  no  great  disadvantagt; 
because  it  is  very  likely  that  most  of  these  heirs  would 
also  gradually  be  admitted  under  some  denomiiiatjon 
or  other,  and  consequently  their  estates  would  again  d^ 
volve  to  the  use  of  the  hospital. 

As  to  the  wealthy  misers,  &c.,  I  would  have  their 
private  fortunes  nicely  examined  and  calculated ;  l*- 
cause  if  they  were  old  bachelors,  (as  it  would  frequently 
happen  J  their  whole  fortunes  should  be  appropriaied 
to  the  endowment ;  but,  if  married,  I  would  lea?e  tvo- 
thirds  of  their  fortunes  for  the  support  of  their  familiw ; 
which  families  would  cheerfully  consent  to  give  awiv 
the  remaining  third,  if  not  more,  to  be  freed  from  wch 
peevish  and  disagreeable  governors. 

So  that,  deducting  from  the  200,000  incurablei  the 
40,000  scribblers,  wfio  to  be  sure  would  be  found  in 
very  bad  circumstances,  I  believe,  among  the  leroain- 
ing  160,000  fools,  knaves,  and  coxcombs,  to  many 
would  be  fotmd  of  large  estates  and  easy  foituues,  ai 
would  at  least  produce  200,000/.  per  annum. 

As  a  further  addition  to  our  endowment,  I  would 
have  a  tax  upon  all  inscriptions  and  tombstones,  monu- 
ments and  obelisks,  erected  to  the  honour  of  the  dead, 
or  on  porticoes  and  trophies  to  Uie  honour  of  the  lirinft; 
because  these  will  naturally  and  properly  come  under 
the  article  of  lies,  pride,  vanity,  &c. 

And  if  all  inscriptions  throughout  this  kingdom  verv 
impartially  examined,  in  order  to  tax  thoie  which 
should  appear  demonstrably  false  or  flattering,  I  vd 
convinced  that  not  one-fif^h  part  of  the  number  would, 
after  such  a  scrutiny,  escape  exempted. 

Many  an  ambitious  turbulent  spirit  would  then  be 
found,  belied  with  the  opposite  title  of  lover  of  h  s 
country ;  and^many  a  Middlesex  justice,  as  improperly 
described,  sleeping  in  hope  of  salvation. 

Many  an  usurer,  discredited  by  the  appellarioni  ^ 
honest  and  frugal;  and  many  a  lawyer,  with  the 
character  of  conscientious  and  equitable. 

Many  a  British  statesman  and  general,  decaying 
with  more  honour  than  they  lived,  and  their  duii» 
distinguished  with  a  better  reputation  than  when  they 
were  animated. 

Many  dull  parsons,  improperly  styled  eloqoeot: 
and  as  many  stupid  physicians,  improperly  ftyl^ 
learned. 

Yet,  notwithstanding  the  extensiveness  of  a  tax 
upon  such  monumental  impositions,  I  will  count  only 
upon  20,000,  at  5/.  per  annum  each,  which  viU 
amount  to  100,000/.  annually. 

To  these  annuities  I  would  also  request  the  pu- 
liament  of  this  nation  to  allow  the  benefit  of  tvo 
lotteries  yearly,  by  which  the  hospital  would  gain 
200,000/.  clear.  Nor  can  such  a  request  seem  ti^) 
way  extraordinary,  since  it  would  be  appropriated  to 
the  benefit  of  fools  and  knaves,  which  u  the  sole  caitf^ 
of  granting  one  for  this  present  year. 

In  the  lait  place,  I  would  add  the  estate  of  Richard 
Norton,  esq.;  and,  to  do  his  memory  all  po»Wf 
honour,  I  would  have  his  statue  erected  in  the  »frj 
first  apartment  of  the  hospital,  or  in  any  other  which 
might  seem  more  apt.  And  on  his  monument  I  would 
permit  a  long  inscription,  composed  by  bis  deartft 
friends,  which  should  remain  tax-free  for  ever. 
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From  these  leveral  articlet  therefore,  would  annually 
ariie  the  foUowiug  sums  : — 

P.  Ann. 
From  the  voluntary  contribution  .      £3,500,000 

From  rbe  estates  of  the  uicurables  .  200,000 

By  the  tax  upon  tombstones,  monuments, 
&c  (that  of  Richard  Norton,  esq., 
always  excepted)  ....  100,000 

Bj  tvo  annual  lotteries      .  .  •  200,000 

By  the  esUte  of  Richard  Norton,  esq.  .  60,000 


Total 


£4,600,000 


And  the  necessary  sum  for  the  hospital 

beiog £3,650,000 

There  will  remain  annually  over  and  above        356,000 


THiich  sum  of  356,000/.  should  be  applied  towards 
«t«ctiirg  the  building,  and  answer  accidental  expenses, 
in  sach  a  manner  as  should  seem  most  proper  to  pro- 
mote (he  design  of  the  hospital.  But  the  whole 
nuDsgement  of  it  should  be  left  to  the  skill  and  dis- 
cretion of  those  who  are  to  be  constituted  governors. 

It  may  indeed  prove  a  work  of  some  small  difficulty 
to  fix  upon  a  commodious  place,  large  enough  for  a 
building  of  this  nature.  I  should  have  thoughts  of 
attempting  to  enclose  all  Yorkshire,  if  I  were  not 
apprehensive  that  it  would  be  crowded  with  so  many 
incorable  knaves  of  its  own  growth,  that  there  would 
not  be  the  least  room  left  for  the  reception  of  any 
othen ;  by  which  accident  our  whole  project  might  be 
retarded  for  some  time. 

Thus  have  I  set  this  matter  in  the  plamest  light  I 
ctmld,  that  every  one  may  judge  of  the  necessity,  use- 
fulneM,  and  practicableness  of  this  scheme :  and  I  shall 
only  add  a  few  scattered  hints,  which,  to  me,  seem  not 
altogether  unprofitable. 

1  tbiiJc  the  prime-minister  for  the  time  being  ought 
largely  to  contribute  to  such  a  foundation;  because 
his  high  station  and  merits  must  of  necessity  infect  a 
great  number  with  envy,  hatred,  lying,  and  such  sort 
of  dif(tempers;  and,  of  consequence,  furnish  the 
hospital  annually  with  many  incurables. 

1  would  desire  that  the  governors  appointed  to  direct 
this  hospital  should  have  (if  such  a  thing  were  possible) 
wme  appearance  of  religion  and  belief  in  God ;  because 
thote  who  are  to  be  admitted  as  incurable  infidels, 
stheiflta,  deists,  and  freethinkers,  most  of  which  tribe 
are  ooly  so  out  of  pride,  conceit,  and  affectation,  might 
|ierhaps  grow  gradually  into  believers,  if  they  perceivetl 
It  to  be  the  custom  of  the  place  where  they  lived. 

Although  it  be  not  customary  for  the  natives  of 
Ireland  to  meet  with  any  manner  of  promotion  in  this 
kingdom,  I  would  in  this  respect  have  that  national 
prejudice  entirely  laid  aside,  and  request  that,  for  the 
reputation  of  both  kingdoms,  a  large  apartment^  in  the 
buipital  may  be  fitted  up  for  Irishmen  particularly, 
vho,  either  by  knavery,  lewdness,  or  fortune-hunting, 
ihould  appear  qualified  for  admittance ;  because  their 
numbers  would  certainly  be  very  considerable. 

I  would  further  request  that  a  father,  who  seems 
delighted  at  seeing  his  son  metamorphosed  into  a  fop, 
w  a  coxcomb,  because  he  hath  travelled  from  London 
to  Paris,  may  be  sent  along  with  the  young  gentleman 
to  the  hospital,  as  an  old  fool,  absolutely  incurable. 

If  a  poet  hatti  luckily  produced  anything,  especially 
in  the  dramatic  way,  which  is  tolerably  well  received 
bj  the  public,  he  should  be  sent  immediately  to  the 
hospital ;  because  incurable  vanity  is  always  the  con- 
lequence  of  a  little  success.  And,  if  his  compositions 
be  ill  received,  let  him  be  admitted  as  a  scribbler. 

And  1  hope,  in  regard  to  the  great  pains  I  have 
taken  about  this  scheme,  that  I  shall  be  admitted  unon 
the  fbozKUtion  as  one  of  the  scribbling  incurables. 


But,  as  an  additional  favour,  I  entreat  that  I  may  not 
be  placed  in  an  apartment  with  a  poet  who  hath 
employed  his  genius  for  the  stage ;  because  ^ej**"  *^ 
me  with  repeating  his  own  compositions :  and  I  n««d 
not  acquaint  the  world,  that  it  is  extremely  painful  to 
bear  any  nonsenge^-except  our  own. 

My  private  reason  for  soliciting  so  early  to  be 
admitted  is,  because  it  is  observed  that  schemers  and 
projectors  are  generally  reduced  to  beggary ;  but,  by 
my  being  provided  for  in  the  hospital,  either  as  an 
incurable  fool  or  a  scribbler,  that  discouraging  obser- 
vation will  for  once  be  publicly  disproved,  and  iny 
brethren  in  that  way  will  be  secure  of  a  public  reward 
for  their  labours. 

It  gives  me,  I  own,  a  great  degree  of  happiness,  to 
reflect,  that  although  in  this  short  treatise  the  cla- 
racters  of  many  thousands  are  contained,  among  the 
vast  variety  of  incurables,  yet  not  any  one  person  is 
likely  to  be  offended ;  because  it  is  natural  to  apply 
ridiculous  characters  to  all  the  world  except  ourselvw. 
And  I  dare  be  bold  to  say,  that  the  most  incurable 
fool,  knave,  scold,  coxcomb,  scribbler,  or  bar  m  this 
whole  nation,  will  sooner  enumerate  the  circle  of  their 
acquaintance  as  addicted  to  those  distempers  than 
once  imagine  themselves  any  way  qualified  for  such  an 

hospital.  ,  .,,  .  1     *u' 

I  hope  indeed  that  our  wise  legislature  will  take  this 
project  into  their  serious  consideration,  and  promote  an 
endowment  which  will  be  of  such  eminent  service  to 
multitudes  of  his  majesty's  unprofitable  subjects,  and 
may  in  time  be  of  use  to  themselves  and  their  posterity. 


From  my  Guiet  in  Moorfleldi,  Aug.  20, 1733. 


A  COMPLETE  COLLECTION 

OF    GENTEEL    AND    INGENIOUS 
CONVERSATION, 

ACCORDING    TO    THE  MOST    POLITE  MODE  AND    METHOD, 
NOW  USED  AT  COURT,  AND  IN  THE  BEST  COMPANIES 

OP  ENGLAND. 

IN  THKEE  DIALOGUES. 

Bt  SIMON  WAGSTAFF,  Esq. 


Thx«  treatbe  appews  to  haw  ly»n  wrlttim  with  ttie  «me 
Tiew  u  the  "  TriUcal  Eway  on  the  Facultie*  of  the  Mind,  but 
upon  a  more  grneral  plan :  the  ridicule  which  ii  there  confined 
to  litermry  composition  is  here  extended  to  convention;  but 
its  object  ii  the  eune  in  both  ;  the  repetition  of  qunlnt  pli»«» 
picked  up  by  rote  either  ftom  the  living  or  the  dead,  and  ap- 
plied  upon  every  occaaion  to  conceal  ignornnce  or  atupldity,  or 
to  prevent  the  labour  of  thoughts  :to  produce  native  sentiment, 
and  combine  such  words  as  will  precisely  expms  It. 

Tliere  is  an  air  of  merriment  in  some  of  the  piocei  which 
Swift  wrote  after  his  intimacy  with  Dr.  Sheridan  not  to  be  found 
in  any  other  of  his  writings:  such  In  particular  nrc  several  of 
his  poems,  hU  "  Directions  to  Servants."  his  '*  Polite  Umwr«- 
tlonV"  and  many  of  the  whimsical  things  which  ho  wrote  In 
coqinncfion  with  Sheridan.  ,  - 

••  I  retired  hiiher,"  the  dean  says,  in  one  of  his  letters,  for 
the  public  good,  having  two  great  works  In  hand  ;  one  Jo /T;;"* 
the  whole  politeness,  wit.  humour,  and  style  of  England  into  a 
short  system  for  the  use  of  all  persons  of  quality,  aud  partica- 
larly  the  maids  of  honour,  Soc.' 


INTRODUCTION. 

As  my  life  has  been  chiefly  spent  in  consulthig  the 
honour  and  welfare  of  my  country  for  more  than  forty 
yean  paat,  not  witliout  answerable  success,  if  the  world 
and  my  friends  have  not.  flattered  me,  so  there  is  no 
point  wherein  I  have  so  much  laboured  as  that  of 
improving  and  jiolishing  all  parts  of  conversation 
between   persons  of  quality,  whether  they  meet  by 
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accident  or  invitation,  at  meaU,  tea,  or  riniM,  moraingi, 
noon,  or  evenings. 

I  have  passed  perhaps  more  time  than  any  other  man 
of  my  age  and  country  in  visits  and  assembliesi,  where 
the  polite  persons  of  both  sexes  distinguish  themselves ; 
and  could  not  without  much  grief  observe  how  fre* 
quently  both  gentlemen  and  ladies  are  at  a  lots  for 
questions,  answers,  replies,  and  rejoinders.  However, 
my  concern  was  much  abated  when  I  found  that  tliese 
defects  were  not  occasioned  by  any  want  of  materials, 
but  because  those  materials  yrexp  not  in  every  hand : 
for  instance,  one  lady  can  give  an  answer  better  than 
ask  a  question ;  one  gentleman  is  happy  at  a  reply ; 
anotlier  excels  in  a  rejoinder:  one  can  revive  a 
languishing  conversation  by  a  sudden  surprising 
sentence;  another  is  more  dexterous  in  seconding;  a 
third  can  (ill  up  the  gap  witli  laughing,  or  commend- 
ing what  has  been  said :  thus  fresh  hints  may  be 
started,  and  the  ball  of  the  discourse  kept  up. 

But,  alas !  this  is  too  seldom  the  case,  even  in  the 
most  select  companies.  How  often  do  we  see  at  court, 
at  public  visiting  days,  at  great  men^s  levees,  and  other 
places  of  general  meeting,  that  the  conversation  falls 
and  drops  to  nothing,  like  a  fire  without  supply  of  fuel ! 
This  is  what  we  all  ought  to  lament ;  and  against  this 
dangerous  evil  I  take  upon  me  to  affirm,  that  I  have  in 
the  following  papers  provided  an  infallible  remedy : — 
It  was  in  the  year  1695,  and  the  sixth  of  his  late 
majesty  king  William  III.,  of  ever-glorious  and 
immortal  memory,  who  rescued  three  kingdoms  from 
popery  and  slaverv,  when,  being  about  the  age  of  six- 
and-thirty,  my  judgment  mature,  of  good  reputation  in 
the  world,  and  well  acquainted  with  the  best  families 
in  Town,  I  determined  to  spend  five  mornings,  to  dine 
four  times,  pass  three  afternoons,  and  six  evenings 
every  week  in  the  houses  of  the  most  polite  families,  of 
which  I  would  confine  myself  to  fifly  ;  only  changing 
as  the  masters  or  ladies  died,  or  left  the  town,  or  grew 
out  of  vogue,  or  sunk  in  their  fortunes,  or  (which  to  me 
was  of  ^e  highest  moment)  liecame  disaffected  to  the 
government ;  which  practice  I  have  followed  ever  since 
to  this  very  day ;  except  when  I  happened  to  be  sick, 
or  in  the  spleen  upon  cloudy  weather ;  and  except  when 
I  entertained  four  of  each  sex  at  my  own  lodgings 
once  in  a  month,  by  way  of  retaliation. 

I  always  kept  a  large  table-book  in  my  pocket ;  and 
as  soon  as  I  left  the  company  I  immediately  entered 
the  choicest  expressions  that  passed  during  the  visit : 
which,  returning  home,  I  transcribed  in  a  fair  hand, 
but  somewhat  enlarged;  and  had  made  the  greatest 
pu-t  of  my  collection  in  twelve  years,  but  not  digested 
mto  any  method,  for  this  I  found  was  a  work  of  infinite 
labour,  and  what  required  the  nicest  judgment,  and 
consequently  could  not  be  brought  to  any  degree  of 
perfection  in  less  than  sixteen  years  mere. 

Herein  I  resolved  to  exceed  the  advice  of  Horace,  a 
Roman   poet,  which   I   have   read   in   Mr.  Creech's 
admirable  translation,  that  an  autlior  should  keep  his 
works  nine  years  in  his  closet  before  he  ventured  to 
publish  them  :  and,  finding  that  I  still  received  some 
additional  flowers  of  wit  and  language,  although  in  a 
very  small  number,  I  determined  to  defer  the  pub- 
lication, to  pursue  my  design,  and  exhaust  (if  possible) 
the  whole  subject,  that  I  might  present  a  complete 
system  &  the  world :  for  I  am  convinced,  by  long 
exijerience,  that  the  critics  will  be  as  severe  as  tl)eir 
old  envy  against  me  can  make  them :  I  foresee  they 
will  object,  that  1  have  inserted  many  answers  and 
replies,  which  are  neither  witty,  humorous,  polite,  nor 
authentic ;  and  have  omitted  others  that  would  have 
been  highly  useful,  as  well  as  entertaining.     But  let 
tiiem  come  to  jxirticulars,  and  I  will  boldly  engage  to 
confute  their  malice. 
For  these  last  six  or  seven  years  I  have  not  been 


able  to  add  above  nine  Taloablesentcnoes  to  enrich  my 
collection  :  from  whence  I  conclude  that  what  lemsiiis 
will  amoimt  only  to  a  trifle.  However,  if,  after  the 
publication  of  this  work,  any  lady  or  gendeman,  when 
they  have  read  it,  shall  find  the  least  thing  of  import- 
ance omitted,  I  desire  they  will  please  to  supply  my 
defects  by  communicating  to  me  their  discoveries ;  and 
their  letters  may  be  directed  to  Simon  Wagstaff,  esq., 
at  his  lodgings  next  door  to  the  Gloucester-bead  in  St 
James's  Street,  paying  the  postage.  In  return  of  wbicb 
favour,  I  shaii  make  honourable  mention  of  their 
names  in  a  short  preface  to  the  second  edition.  ^ 

In  the  mean  time,  I  cannot  but  with  some  pride  and 
much  pleasure  J  congratulate  with  my  dear  country, 
which  has  outdone  all  the  nations  of  Europe,  in  advanc- 
ing the  whole  art  of  conversation  to  the  greatest  height 
it  is  capable  of  reaching ;  and,  therefore,  being  eutiftly 
convinced  that  the  collection  I  now  offer  to  the  puUic 
is  full  and  complete,  I  may  at  tlie  same  time  boldly 
aflirm,  that  the  whole  genius,  humour,  politeness,  and 
eloquence  of  England  are  summed  up  in  it ;  nor  is  the 
treasure  small,  wherein  are  to  be  found  at  least  % 
thousand  shining  questions,  answers,  repartees,  replies, 
and  rejoinders,  fitted  to  adorn  every  kind  of  discourse 
that  an  assembly  of  English  ladies  and  gentlemen,  met 
together  for  their  mutual  entertainment,  can  possibly 
want:  especially  when  the  several  flowers  shall  be  set 
off  and  improved  by  the  speakers,  with  every  circum- 
stance of  preface  and  circumlocution,  in  proper  terms; 
and  attended  with  praise,  laughter,  or  admiration. 

Tliere  is  a  natural  involuntary  distortion  of  the 
muscles,  which  is  the  anatomical  cause  of  laughter: 
but  there  is  another  cause  of  laughter,  which  decency 
requiref^  and  is  the  undoubted  mark  of  a  good  ta$te, 
as  well  as  of  a  polite  obliging  behaviour;  neither  ii 
this  to  be  acquired  without  much  o^rvation,  long 
practice,  and  sound  judgment;  I  did  therefore  once 
intend,  for  the  ease  of  the  learner,  to  set  down,  in  all 
parts  of  the  following  dialogues,  certain  marks,  asterisks, 
or  noia  benet  (in  English,  mark- wells)  after  miist 
questions,  and  every  reply  or  atiswer ;  directing  exactly 
the  moment  when  one,  two,  or  all  the  company  are  to 
laugh :  but,  having  duly  considered  that  this  expedient 
would  too  much  enlarge  the  bulk  of  the  volume,  and 
consequently  the  price;  and  likewise  that  something 
ought  to  be  left  for  ingenious  readers  to  find  out,  1 
have  determined  to  leave  that  whole  affair,  although 
of  great  importance,  to  their  own  discretion. 

The  reader  must  learn  by  all  means  to  distinguish 
between  proverbs  and  those  polite  speeches  which 
beautify  conversation ;  for,  as  to  the  former,  I  utterly 
reject  them  out  of  all  ingenious  discourse.  I  ackuov- 
ledge,  indeed,  that  there  may  possibly  be  found  in  this 
treatise  a  few  sayings,  among  so  great  a  number  of 
smart  turns  of  wit  and  humour  as  I  have  produced, 
which  have  a  proverbial  air ;  however,  I  hope  it  will 
be  considered  that  even  these  were  not  originally 
proverbs,  but  the  genuine  productions  of  superior  witi, 
to  embellish  and  support  conversation;,  whence,  with 
great  impropriety  as  well  as  plagiarism,  (if  you  will 
forgive  a  hard  word,)  lliey  have  most  injuriously  Iweu 
transferred  into  proverbi^u  maxims ;  and  therefore,  m 
justice,  ought  to  be  resumed  out  of  vulgar  hands,  to 
adorn  the  drawing-rooms  of  princes  both  male  and 
female,  the  levees  of  great  ministers,  as  well  as  tl)< 
toilet  and  tea-table  of  the  ladies. 

I  can  faithfully  assure  the  reader  that  there  is  not 
one  single  witty  phrase  in  this  whole  collection  which 
has  not  received  tne  stamp  and  approbation  of  at  least 
one  hundred  years,  and  how  much  longer  it  is  hard  to 
determine ;  he  may  tlierefore  be  secure  to  find  them  all 
genuine,  sterling,  and  authentic. 

But,  before  this  elaborate  treatise  can  become  of 
universal  use  and  ornament  to  my  native  country,  two 
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poinlB,  that  will  require  much  time  and  much  appli- 
catioo,  are  abeolutefy  necessary. 

For,  first,  whatever  penon  would  aspire  to  be  com- 
plecdj  witty,  smart,  humorous,  and  polite,  must,  by 
hajti  labour,  be  able  to  retain  in  his  memory  every 
siug-le  acnteuce  contained  in  this  work,  so  as  never  to  be 
once  at  a  lots  in  applying  the  right  answers,  questions, 
repartees,  and  the  like  immediately,  and  without  study 
or  hesttation. 

And,  secondly,  after  a  lady  or  gentleman  has  so  well 
overcome  this  difficulty  at  never  to  be  at  a  loss  upon 
any  emergency,  the  true  management  of  every  feature, 
and  almost  of  every  limb,  is  equally  necessary ;  without 
which  an  infinite  numbo-of  absurdities  will  inevitably 
ensne.  For  instance,  there  is  hardly  a  polite  sentence 
in  the  following  dialogues  which  does  not  absolutely 
ieq[unre  some  peculiar  graceful  motion  in  the  eyes,  or 
nose,  or  mouth,  or  forehead,  or  chin,  or  suitable  toss  of 
the  head,  with  certain  offices  assigned  to  each  hand ; 
and  in  ladies,  the  whole  exercise  of  the  fan,  fitted  to 
the  energy  of  every  word  they  deliver;  by  no  means 
omitting  the  various  turns  and  cadence  of  the  voice, 
the  twisting*,  and  movements,  and  different  postures  of 
the  body,  the  several  kinds  and  gradations  of  laughter, 
which  the  ladies  must  daily  practise  by  the  looking- 
glass,  and  consult  upon  them  with  their  waiting-maids. 
My  readers  will  soon  observe  what  a  great  compass 
of  ml  and  useful  knowledge  this  science  includes; 
wbenrin,  although  nature,  assisted  by  genius,  may  be 
very  inatrameutal,  yet  a  strong  memory  and  constant 
ap|flicaAion,  together  with  example  and  precept,  will  be 
highly  necessary.  For  these  reasons  I  have  often 
wished  that  certain  male  and  female  instructors,  per- 
f«et]y  versed  in  this  science,  would  set  up  schools  for 
the  iustraction  of  young  ladies  and  gentlemen  therein. 
I  remember,  about  thirty  years  ago,  there  was  a 
Bohemian  woman,  of  that  species  commonly  known 
hy  the  name  of  gypsies,  who  came  over  hirtier  from 
France,  aiid  generally  attended  Isaac  the  dancing- 
master,  when  he  was  teaching  his  art  to  misses  of 
quality;  smd  while  the  young  ladies  were  thus  em- 
ployed, the  Bohemian,  standing  at  some  distance,  but 
full  in  their  sight,  acted  beftire  them  all  proper  airs,  and 
hearings  of  the  head,  and  motion  of  the  hand,  and 
tvistmgs  of  the  body ;  whereof  you  may  still  observe 
the  kimkI  effects  in  several  of  our  elder  ladies. 

After  the  same  manner,  it  were  much  to  be  desired 
that  some  expert  gentlewomen  gone  to  decay  would  set 
up  public  schools,  wherein  young  girls  of  quality  or 
great  fwtuiies  might  first  be  taught  to  repeat  this 
following  system  of  conversation,  which  I  have  been  at 
so  mneh  pains  to  compile ;  and  then  to  adapt  every 
feature  of  their  countenances,  every  turn  of  their 
hands,  every  screwing  of  their  bodies,  every  exercise  of 
their  fans,  to  tbe  humour  of  the  sentences  they  hear  or 
deliver  in  conversation.  But,  above  all,  to  instruct 
diem  iti  every  species  and  degree  of  laughing  in  the 
prtvper  seasons,  at  their  own  wit  or  that  of  the  company. 
And  if  the  sons  of  the  nobility  and  gentry,  instead  of 
being  sent  lo  common  schools,  or  put  into  die  hands  of 
tntots  at  home,  to  learn  nothing  but  words,  were  con- 
signed to  able  instructors  in  the  same  art,  I  cannot  find 
what  use  there  could  be  of  books,  except  in  the  hands 
cf  those  who  are  to  make  learning  their  trade,  which  is 
below  tbe  dignity  of  persons  boni  to  titles  or  estates. 

It  would  be  anotner  infinite  advantage,  tliat,  by 
cultivating  this  science,  we  should  wholly  avoid  tlie 
vexatious  and  impertinence  of  pedants,  who  affect  to 
talk  in  a  language  not  to  be  understood ;  and  whenever 
a  {lolite  person  offSers  accidentally  to  use  any  of  their 
jargon  terms,  have  the  presnro])tion  to  laugh  at  us  f  ^r 
TVono«sicing  those  words  In  a  genteeler  manner. 
Whereas  I  do  here  affirm  that,  whenever  any  fine 
gentleman  or  lady  condescends  to  let  a  hard  word  pass 


out  of  their  mouths,  every  syllable  is  smoothed  and 
polished  in  the  passage;  and  it  is  a  true  mark  of 
politeness,  both  in  writing  aud  reading,  to  vary  tbe 
orthography  as  well  as  the  sound ;  because  we  are 
infinitely  better  judges  of  what  will  please  a  dis- 
tinguishing ear,  than  those  who  call  themselves  scho- 
Ian  can  possibly  be;  who,  consequently,  ought  to 
correct  their  books  and  manner  of  pronouncing,  by  the 
authority  of  our  example,  from  whose  lips  they  proceed 
with  infinitely  more  beauty  and  significancy. 

But,  in  tbe  mean  time,  until  so  great,  so  useful,  and 
so  necessary  a  design  can  be  put  in  execution,  (which, 
considering  the  goisd  disposition  of  our  country  at 
present,  I  shall  not  despair  o(  living  to  see,)  let  me 
recommend  the  following  treatise  to  be  carried  about 
as  a  pocket  companion  by  all  gentlemen  and  ladies, 
when  they  are  going  to  visit,  or  dine,  or  drink  tea ;  or 
where  they  happen  to  pass  the  evening  without  cards, 
as  I  have  sometimes  known  it  to  be  the  oase  upon  dis- 
appointments or  accidents  unforeseen ;  desiring  they 
would  read  their  several  parts  in  their  chairs  or 
coaches,  to  prepare  themselves  for  every  kind  of  con- 
versation that  can  possibly  happen. 

Although  I  have,  in  justice  to  my  country,  allowed 
the  genius  of  our  people  to  excel  that  of  any  other 
nation  upon  earth,  and  have  coiifirmed  this  truth  by  an 
argument  not  to  be  controlled,  I  mean,  by  producing 
so  great  a  number  of  witty  sentences  in  the  ensuing 
dialogues,  all  of  undoubted  authority,  as  well  as 
of  our  own  production,  yet  I  most  confess  at  the  same 
time  that  we  are  wholly  indebted  for  them  to  our 
ancestors ;  for,  as  long  as  my  memory  reaches,  I  do 
not  recollect  one  new  phrase  of  importance  to  have 
been  added ;  which  defect  in  us  modems  I  take  to  have 
been  occasioned  by  the  introduction  of  cant  words 
in  the  reign  of  king  Charles  II.  And  those  have 
so  often  varied,  that  hardly  one  of  them,  of  above  a 
year's  standing,  is  now  intelligible ;  nor  anywhere  to  be 
found,  excepting  a  small  numbn  strew«l  here  and 
there  in  the  comedies,  and  other  fantastic  writings  of 
that  age. 

The  honourable  colonel  James  Graham,  my  old 
friend  and  companion,  did  likewise,  toward  tlie  end  of 
the  same  reign,  invent  a  set  of  words  and  phrases, 
which  continued  almost  to  die  time  of  his  death.  But, 
as  these  terms  of  art  were  adapted  oidy  to  courts  and 
politicians,  and  extended  little  further  than  among 
his  particular  acquaintance,  (of  whom  I  had  the 
lionour  to  be  one,)  they  are  now  almost  forgotten. 

Nor  did  the  late  d.  of  R-*-*  and  e.  of  £ suc- 
ceed much  better,  although  they  proceeded  no  further 
than  single  words ;  whereof,  except  bite,  bamboosle, 
and  one  or  two  more,  the  whole  vocabulary  is  anti- 
quated. 

The  same  fate  has  already  attended  those  other  town 
wits,  who  furnish  us  with  a  great  variety  of  new  terms, 
which  are  annually  changed,  and  those  of  the  late 
season  sunk  in  oblivion.  Of  these  I  was  once  favoured 
with  a  complete  list  by  the  right  honourable  the  lord 

and  lady  H ,  with  which  I  made  a  considerable 

figure  one  summer  in  the  country ;  but  returning  up 
to  Town  in  winter,  and  venturing  to  produce  them 
again,  I  was  partly  hooted,  and  partly  not  understood. 

The  only  invention  of  late  years,  which  has  any  way 
contributed  towards  politeness  in  discourse,  is  that  of 
abbreviating  or  reducing  words  of  many  syllables  into 
one,  by  lopping  off  tbe  rest.  This  refinement  having 
begun  about  the  time  of  the  Revolution,  I  had  some 
share  in  the  honour  of  promoting  it ;  and  I  observe,  to 
my  great  satisfactiwi,  that  it  makes  daily  advance^ 
ments,  and  I  hope  in  time  will  raise  our  language  to 
the  utmost  perfection;  although  I  must  confess,  to 
avoid  obscurity,  I  have  been  very  sparing  of  this  orna- 
ment in  the  following  dialogues. 
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But  u  for  phrases  invented  to  cultivate  conversa- 
tion, I  defy  all  the  clubs  or  coffeebouses  in  this  town 
to  invent  a  new  one  equal  in  wit,  humour,  smartness, 
or  politeness  to  the  very  worst  of  my  set,  which  clearly 
shows,  either  that  we  are  much  degenerated  or  that 
the  whole  stock  of  materials  has  been  already  em- 
ployed. I  would  willingly  hope,  as  I  do  confidently 
believe,  the  latter ;  because,  having  myself  for  several 
mouths  racked  my  invention  to  enrich  this  treasure  Hf 
possible)  with  some  additions  of  my  own,  (which, 
however,  should  have  been  printed  in  a  different  cha- 
racter, that  I  might  not  be  charged  with  imposing  upon 
the  public,)  and*  having  shown  them  to  some  judicious 
friends,  they  dealt  very  sincerely  with  me,  all  unani- 
mously agreehig  that  mine  were  infinitely  below  the 
true  old  helps  to  discourse  drawn  up  in  my  present 
collection,  and'Confirmed  their  opinion  with  reasons, 
by  which  I  was  perfectly  convinced,  as  well  as  ashamed 
of  my  great  presumption. 

But  I  lately  met  a  much  stronger  argument  to 
confirm  me  in  the  same  sentiments ;  for,  as  the  great 
bishop  Burnet  of  Salisbury  informs  us,  in  the  preface 
to  his  admirable  '*  History  of  his  Own  Times,""  that  he 
intended  to  employ  himself  in  polishing  it  every  day  of 
his  life,  (and  indeed  in  its  kind  it  is  almost  equally 
polished  with  this  work  of  mine,)  so  it  has  been  my 
constant  business,  for  some  years  past,  to  examine,  with 
the  utmost  strictness,  whether  I  could  possibly  find  the 
smallest  lapse  in  style  or  propriety  through  my  whole 
collection,  that,  in  emulation  with  the  bishop,  I  might 
send  it  abroad  as  the  xhost  finished  piece  of  the  age. 

It  happened  one  day,  as  I  was  dining  in  good  com- 
pany of  both  sexes,  and  watching,  according  to  my 
custom,  for  new  materials  wherewith  to  fill  my  pocket- 
book,  I  succeeded  well  enough  till  after  dinner,  when 
the  ladies  retired  to  their  tea,  and  left  us  over  a  bottle 
of  wine.  But  I  found  we  were  not  able  to  furnish  any 
more  materials  that  were  worth  the  pains  of  tran- 
scribing :  for  the  discourse  of  the  company  was  all  de* 
generated  into  smart  sayings  of  their  own  invention,  and 
not  of  the  true  old  standard ;  so  that,  in  absolute  des* 
pair,  I  withdrew,  and  went  to  attend  the  ladies  at  their 
tea ;  whence  1  did  then  conclude,  and  still  continue  to 
believe,  either  that  wine  dose  not  inspi^  politeness,  or 
that  our  sex  is  not  able  to  support  it  without  the  com- 
pany of  women,  who  never  fail  to  lead  us  into  the 
right  way,  and  there  to  keep  us. 

It  much  increases  the  value  of  these  apophthegms, 
that  unto  them  we  owe  the  continuance  of  our  lan- 
guage for  at  least  a  hundred  years ;  neither  is  this  to 
be  wondered  at,  because  indeed,  beside  the  smartness 
of  the  wit,  and  fineness  of  the  raillery,  such  is  the  pro- 
priety and  energy  of  expression  in  them  all,  that  tiiey 
never  can  be  changed,  but  to  disadvantage,  except  in 
the  circumstance  of  using  abbreviations;  which,  how- 
ever, I  do  not  despair  in  due  time  to  see  introduced, 
having  already  met  them  at  some  of  the  choice  compa- 
nies in  Town. 

Although  this  work  be  calculated  for  all  persons  of 
quality  and  fortune  of  both  sexes,  yet  the  reader  may 
perceive,  that  my  particttlar  view  was  to  the  ofiicers  of 
the  army,  the  gentlemen  of  the  inns  of  court,  and  of 
both  the  universities ;  to  all  courtiers,  male  and  female, 
but  principally  to  the  maids  of  honour ;  of  whom  1 
have  t)een  personally  acquainted  with  two-and-twenty 
sets,  all  excelling  in  this  noble  endowment,  till,  for 
some  years  past,  I  know  not  how,  ^ey  came  to  dege- 
nerate into  selling  of  baigains  and  free-diinking ;  not 
that  I  am  against  either  of  these  entertainments,  at 
proper  seasons,  in  compliance  with  company  who  may 
want  a  taste  fur  more  exalted  discourse,  whose  memo- 
ries may  be  short,  who  are  too  young  to  be  perfect  in 
their  lessons,  or  (although  it  be  hard  to  conceive)  who 
hare  no  inclination  to  read  and  learn  my  instructions. 


And,  besides,  there  is  a  strong  temptation  far  eoori 
ladies  to  fall  into  the  two  amusements  above  mentiooed, 
that  they  may  avoid  the  censure  of  affecting  sing;ulanty 
against  the  general  current  and  fashion  of  all  abuot 
them :  but,  however,  no  man  will  pretend  to  affirm 
that  either  bargains  or  blasphemy,  which  are  the  prin- 
cipal ornaments  of  free-thinking,  are  so  good  a  fund  of 
polite  discourse  as  what  is  to  be  met  wiSi  in  my  col- 
lection. For,  as  to  bargains,  few  of  them  seem  to  be 
excellent  in  their  kind,  and  have  not  much  vsiiftT, 
because  they  all  terminate  in  one  single  point ;  and  fo 
multiply  them  would  require  more  inveuticn  thas 
people  have  to  spare.  And  as  to  blasphemy  or  fitc- 
tfiinking,  I  have  known  some  scrupulous  pemni  of 
both  sexes,  who,  by  prejudiced  education,  are  sfraid 
of  sprites.  I  must,  however,  except  the  maids  of 
honour,  who  have  been  fully  convinced  by  a  Ikmou 
court  chaplain  that  there  is  no  such  place  as  hell. 

I  cannot^  indeed,  controvert  the  lawfulness  of  fiee- 
thinking,  because  it  has  been  universally  allowed  \hn 
thought  is    free.       But,   however,   although  it  msv 
afford  a  large  field  of  matter,  yet  in  my  poor  opi&ioo, 
it  seems  to  contain  very  little  of  wit  or  humour,  beetuie 
it  has  not  been  ancient  enough  among  us  to  furuish 
established  authentic  expresi>iotis :  I  mean  such  as  motf 
receive  a  sanction  from  the  polite  world  before  tbeir 
authority  can  be  allowed ;   neither  was  the  art  of  bU»- 
phemy  or  free-thinking  invented  by  the  court,  or  by 
persons    of    great  quality,   who,    properly  speaking, 
were  patrons  rather  than  inventors  of  it;    but  fiat 
brought  in  by  the  fanatic  faction  toward  the  cod  d 
their  power,  and  after  the  Restoration  carried  to  Whit^ 
hall  by  the  converted  Rompers,  with  very  good  rea«n, 
because  they  knew  that  king  Charles  II.,  firom  a  wroog 
education,  occasioned  by  the  troubles  of  his  father,  bad 
time  enough  to  observe,  that  fanatic  enthusiasm  dinctlj 
led  to  atheism,  which  agreed  with  the  dissolute  incli- 
nations of  his  youth ;  and  perhaps  these  principles  wm 
further  cultivated  in  him  oy  the  French  Hugueooto, 
who    have  been  often  charged  with  spreading  tbem 
among  us ;  however,  I  cannot  see  where  the  necessity  liei 
of  introducing  new  and  foreign  topics  for  canvefsatioo. 
while  we  have  so  plentiful  a  stock  of  our  own  growtb. 
I  liave  likewise,  for  some  reasons  of  equal  wcigbt 
been  very  sparing  in  double  enttndrtt ;  because  tbrr 
often  put  ladies  upon  affected  constraints,  and  aflcded 
ignorance.     In  short  they  break,  or  very  much  eotsogl^ 
the  thread  of  discourse ;  neither  am  I  master  of  any 
rules  to  setde  the  disconcerted   countenances  of  tbs 
females  in  such  a  juncture ;  I  can  therefore  only  alio* 
innuendoes  of  this  kind  to  be  delivered  in  wfaispen, 
and  only  to  young  ladies  under  twenty,  who  being  io 
honour  obliged  to  blush,  it  may  produce  a  new  subject 
for  discourse. 

Perhaps  the  critics  may  accuse  me  of  a  defect  in 
my  following  system  of  polite  convenation;  tbit 
there  is  one  great  ornament  of  discourse,  whereof  I 
have  not  produced  a  single  example ;  which  indeed  I 
purposely  omitted,  for  some  reasons  that  1  sbsll 
immediately  offer;  and,  if  those  reasons  will  not  satisfy 
the  male  part  of  my  gentie  readers,  the  defect  mat  be 
applied  in  some  manner  by  an  appendix  to  the  secmid 
edition;  which  appendix  shall  be  printed  by  i(«e)f, 
and  sold  for  sixpence,  stitched,  and  with  a  marble 
cover,  that  my  readers  may  have  no  occasion  to  oom- 
plain  of  being  defrauded. 

The  defect  I  mean  is,  my  not  having  inserted  into 
the  body  of  my  book  all  the  oaths  now  most  in  &diioo 
for  embellishing  discourse,  especially  since  it  coold 
give  no  offence  to  the  clergy,  who  are  seldom  or  oevff 
admitted  to  these  polite  assemblies.  And  it  must  be 
allowed,  that  oaths  well  chosen  are  not  only  very 
useful  expletives  to  matter,  but  great  ornameoti  of 
style. 
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Wlat  I  than  here  offinr  in  my  own  defence  upcm  this 

impartanl  article,  will,  I  hope,  be  some  extenuation  of 

my  fault. 

Finl;  I  icafoiied  with  myself,  that  a  just  collection 

oi  oathi,  repeated  as  often  as  the  tashion   requires, 

most  have  enlarged  this  volume  at  least  to  double  the 

bulk,  whereby  it  would  not  only  double  the  charge, 

but   likewise  make  the  rolume  less  commodious  for 

picket  carriage. 

Secondly,  1  have  been  assured  by  some  judicious 

frienda,  that  themselves  have  known  certain  ladies  to 

take  offence  (whether  seriously  or  not)  at  too  great  a 

proAiaioa   of  cursing  and  swearing,  even  when  that 

kind   of   ornament  wu  not  improperly   introduced, 

which,  I  confess,  did  startle  me  not  a  little,  having 

never  ofaaerved  the  like  in  the  compass  of  my  own 

aeveial  acquaiutuice,  at  least  for  twenty  years  past. 

However,  I  was  forced  to  submit  to  wiser  judgments 

than  mv  own. 

Thirdly,  as  this  most  useful  treatise  is  calculated 

for  all  futnre  times,  I  considered,  in  this  maturity  of 

XD  J  agt,  how  great  a  variety  of  oaths  I  have  heard 

ainoe  I  began  to  study  the  world,  and  to  know  men 

and  manners.     And  here  1  fomid  it  to  he  true,  what 

I  have  read  in  an  ancient  poet : 

For.  now-a-ditya.  mni  change  their  oaths 
As  oflea  w  tliey  change  their  clothes. 

In  short,  oaths  are  the  children  of  fashion ;  they  are  in 
some  senae  almost  annnals,  like  what  I  observ^  before 
of  cant  words ;  and  I  myself  can  remember  about  forty 
dillerent  sets.  The  old  stock  oaths,  I  am  confident, 
do  not  amount  to  above  forty<6ve,  or  fifty  at  most; 
hot  the  way  of  mingling  and  compounding  them  is 
almost  as  various  as  that  of  the  alphabet. 

Sir  John  Peibot,  was  the  first  man  of  quality 
whom  1  find  u^n  the  record  to  have  sworn  by  God"* 
tmtmh.  He  lived  in  the  reign  of  queen  Elizabeth, 
and  was  supposed  to  be  a  natural  son  of  Henry  VIII. 
who  might  also  probably  have  been  his  instructor. 
This  oath  indeed  still  continues,  and  is  a  stock  oath  to  this 
day ;  so  do  several  others  that  have  kept  their  natural 
simplicity ;  hut  infinitely  the  greater  number  has  been 
so  frcqoently  changed  and  dislocated,  that  if  the  in- 
ventoss  were  now  alive,  they  could  hardly  understand 
them. 

Upon  these  considerations,  I  began  to  apprehend 
that  i/ 1  should  insert  all  the  oaths  that  are  now  cur> 
rent,  my  book  would  he  out  of  vogue  with  the  first 
change  of  fashion,  and  grow  as  useless  as  an  old  die* 
tiooary ;  whereas  die  case  is  quite  otherwise  with  my 
collection  of  polite  discourse;  which,  as  I  before 
observed,  has  descended  by  tradition  for  at  least  a 
hundred  years,  without  any  change  in  the  phraseology. 
I  therefore  determined  with  myself  to  leave  out  the 
whole  sjrMem  of  swearing,  because  both  the  male  and 
lemale  oaths  are  all  perfectly  well  known  and  distin> 
guished;  new  ones  are  easily  learned,  and  with  a 
moderate  share  of  discretion,  may  be  properly  applied 
<m  every  fit  occasion.  However,  1  must  here,  upon  this 
article  of  swearing,  most  earnestly  recommend  to  my 
male  readers  that  they  would  please  a  little  to  study 
variety.  For  it  is  the  opinion  of  our  most  refined 
swearers,  that  the  same  oatn  or  curse  cannot,  comist- 
fwfly  with  true  politeness,  be  repeated  above  nine  times 
in  ifae  same  company,  by  the  same  person,  and  at  one 
sitting. 

I  am  itx  ftota  desiring  or  expecting  that  all  the 
poUte  and  ingenious  speeches  contained  hi  tliis  work 
siiDuld,  in  the  general  conversation  between  ladies  and 
gcDtienten,  come  in  so  quick  and  so  close  as  1  have  here 
delivered  them.  By  no  means :  on  the  contrary,  they 
ought  to  be  husbanded  better,  and  spread  much  thinner. 
Nor  do  I  make  the  least  question  but  that,  by  a  dis- 
creet and  thrifty  management,  they  may  serve  for  the 


entertainment  of  a  whole  year  to  any  penon  who  does 
not  make  too  long,  or  too  frequent  visits  in  the  same 
family.  The  flowers  of  wit,  fancy,  wisdom,  humour, 
and  politeness,  scattered  in  this  volume,  amount  to  one 
thousand  seventy  and  four.  Allowing  then  to  every 
gentleman  and  lady  thirty  visiting  families,  (not  in* 
sisting  upon  fractions,)  there  will  want  but  a  little  of  a 
hundred  polite  questions,  answers,  replies,  rejoinders, 
repartees  and  remarks,  to  be  daily  delivered  fresh  in 
every  company  for  twelve  solar  months ;  and  even  this 
is  a  higher  pitch  of  delicacy  than  the  world  insists  on, 
or  has  reason  to  expect.  But  1  am  altogether  for 
exalting  this  science  to  its  utmost  perfection. 

It  may  be  objected  that  the  publication  of  my  book 
may,  in  a  long  course  of  time,  prostitute  this  noble  art 
to  mean  and  vulgar  people ;  but  I  answer,  that  it  is 
not  BO  easy  an  acquirement  as  a  few  ignwant  mreteuders 
may  imagine.  A  footman  may  swear,  but  he  cannot 
swear  like  a  lord.  He  can  swear  as  often,  but  can  he 
swear  with  equal  delicacy,  propriety,  and  judgment  9 
No,  certainly,  unless  he  be  a  lad  of  superior  parts,  of 
good  memory,  a  diligent  observer,  one  who  has  a  skilful 
ear,  some  knowledge  in  music,  and  an  exact  taste, 
which  hardly  fall  to  the  share  of  one  in  a  thousand  among 
that  fraternity,  in  as  high  favour  as  they  now  stand  widi 
their  ladies.  Neitlier  has  one  footman  in  six  so  fine  a 
genius  as  to  relish  and  apply  those  exalted  sentences 
comprised  in  this  volume  which  I  offer  to  the  world. 
It  is  true,  I  cannot  see  that  the  same  ill  consequences 
would  follow  from  the  waiting-woman,  who,  if  she  had 
been  bred  to  read  romances,  may  have  some  small  sub- 
altern or  second-hand  politeness ;  and  if  she  constantly 
attends  the  tea,  and  be  a  good  listener,  may,  in  some 
years,  make  a  tolerable  figure,  which  will  serve,  per- 
haps, to  draw  in  the  young  chaplain  or  the  old  steward. 
But,  alas !  after  all,  bow  can  she  acquire  those  hundred 
graces,  and  motions,  and  airs,  the  whole  military  ma- 
nagement of  the  fan,  the  contortions  of  every  muscular 
motion  in  the  face,  the  risings  and  fallings,  the  quick- 
ness and  slowness  of  the  voice,  with  the  several  turns 
and  cadences;  the  proper  juncture  of  smiling  and 
frowning,  how  often  and  how  loud  to  laugh,  when  to 
gibe  and  when  to  flout,  with  all  the  other  branches  of 
doctrine  and  discipline  above  recited  f 

I  am,  therefore,  not  under  the  least  apprehension 
that  this  art  will  ever  be  in  danger  of  lidliiig  into 
common  hands,  which  requires  so  much  time,  study, 
practice,  and  genius  before  it  arrives  at  perfection ;  and, 
therefore,  I  must  repeat  my  proposal  for  erecting  pub- 
lic schools,  providea  with  the  best  and  ablest  masters 
and  mistmses,  at  the  chaige  of  the  nation. 

I  have  drawn  this  work  into  the  form  of  a  dialogue, 
after  the  pattern  of  other  famous  writers  in  history,  law, 
politics,  and  most  other  arts  and  sciences ;  and  1  hope 
It  will  have  the  same  success :  for  who  can  contest  it 
to  be  of  greater  consequence  to  the  happiness  of  these 
kingdoms  than  all  human  knowledge  put' together! 
Dialogue  is  held  the  best  method  of  inculcating  any 
part  of  knowledge;  and  1  am  confident  that  public 
schools  will  soon  be  founded  for  teaching  wit  and  polite- 
ness, after  my  scheme,  to  young  people  of  quality  and 
fortune.  I  have  determined  next  session  to  deliver  a 
petition  to  the  house  of  lords,  for  an  act  of  parliament 
to  establish  my  book  as  the  standard  grammar  in  all  the 
principal  cities  of  the  kingdom,  where  this  art  is  to  be 
taught  by  able  mssters,  who  are  to  be  approved  and 
recommended  by  me ;  which  is  no  more  than  Lilly 
obtained  only  for  teaching  words  in  a  language  wholly 
useless.  Neither  shall  1  be  so  far  wanting  to  myself  as 
not  to  desire  a  patent,  granted,  of  course,  to  all  useful 
projectors ;  1  mean,  that  1  may  have  the  sole  profit  of 
giving  a  license  to  every  school  to  read  my  grammar 
for  fourteen  years. 

The  reader  cannot  but  observe  wliat  pains  1  liave 
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been  at  in  poliahing  the  ityle  of  my  book  to  tbe  greatett 
exactness ;  nor  have  I  been  less  diligent  in  refining  the 
orthography,  by  spelling  the  words  in  the  rery  same 
manner  as  they  are  prononnced  by  the  chief  patterns  of 
politeness  at  court,  at  levees,  at  assemblies,  at  playhouses, 
at  the  prime  visiting  places,  by  young  templars,  and  by 
gentlemen-commoners  of  both  universities,  who  have 
lived  at  least  a  twelvemonth  in  Town,  and  kept  the  best 
company.  Of  these  spellings  the  public  will  meet  with 
many  examples  in  the  following  book.  For  instance, 
cantf  hau'tf  AiuCt,  dittnt,  eou'tfntf  woudnty  iant,  em't, 
with  many  more ;  besides  several  words  which  scholars 
pretend  are  derived  from  Greek  and  Latin,but  now  pared 
into  a  polite  sound  by  ladies,  officers  of  the  army,  cour- 
tiers and  templars,  mich  as  jammetry  for  geometry, 
vardi  for  vtrdict,  lard  for  hrdj  teamen  for  Uaming ; 
together  with  some  abbreviations  exquisitely  refined ;  as 
pozx  for  positive ;  wuJb  for  mahile ;  phizz  fur  pAysio^- 
nomy  ;  rep  for  reputatitm  ;  phrnqto  fur  plempoientiary  ; 
incog  for  ineognito ;  hyppe,  or  hippo^  for  kypockoH'- 
driaea ;  bam  for  bamboozle  f  and  band>oozle  for  God 
knom  what  ,*  whereby  much  time  is  saved,  and  the  high 
road  to  conversation  cut  short  by  many  a  mile. 

I  have,  as  it  will  be  apparent,  laboured  very  much, 
and,  I  hope,  with  felicity  enough,  to  make  every  cha- 
racter in  tbe  dialogue  agreeable  with  itself  to  a  degree, 
that  whenever  any  judicious  person  shall  read  my  book 
aloud,  for  the  entertainment  and  instruction  of  a  select 
company,  he  need  not  so  much  as  nanoe  the  particular 
speaker*,  because  all  the  persons,  throughout  the  seve- 
ral subjects  of  conversation,  strictly  observe  a  different 
manner  peculiar  to  their  characters,  which  are  of  differ- 
ent  kinds ;  but  this  I  leave  entirely  to  the  prudent  and 
impartial  reader^s  discernment. 

Perhaps  the  very  manner  of  introducing  the  several 
points  of  wit  and  humour  may  not  be  less  entertaining 
and  instructing  than  the  matter  itself.  In  the  latter  1 
can  pretend  to  little  merit ;  because  it  entirely  depends 
upon  memory,  and  the  happiness  of  having  kept  polite 
company ;  but  the  art  of  contriving  that  those  speeches 
should  be  introduced  naturally,  as  the  most  proper 
sentiments  to  be  delivered  upon  so  great  a  variety  of 
aubjeets,  I  take  to  be  a  talent  somewhat  uncommon, 
and  a  lal)Our  that  few  people  could  hope  to  succeed  in, 
unless  they  had  a  genius  particularly  turned  that  way, 
added  to  a  sincere,  disinterested  love  of  the  public. 

Although  every  curious  question,  smart  answer,  and 
witty  reply  be  little  known  to  many  people,  yet  there 
is  not  one  single  setttence  in  the  whole  collection,  for 
which  1  cannot  bring  most  authentic  vouchers,  wbeiiever 
I  shall  be  called:  and  even  for  some  expressions, 
which,  to  a  few  nice  ears^  may,  perhaps^  appear  some- 
what gross,  I  can  produce  the  stamp  of  authority  from 
courts,  chocolate-hoiises,  theatres,  assemblies,  drawing- 
rooms,  levees,  card -meetings,  balls,  and  masquerades, 
from  persons  of  both  sexes,  and  of  the  highest  titles 
next  to  royal.  However,  to  say  the  truth,  1  Iiave  been 
very  sparing  in  my  quotations  of  such  sentiments  as 
seem  to  be  over  free ;  because,  when  I  began  my  col- 
lection, such  kind  of  converse  was  almost  in  its  infancy, 
till  it  was  taken  into  the  protection  of  my  honoured 
patronesses  at  court,  by  whose  countenance  and  sanc- 
tion it  has  become  a  choice  flower  in  the  nosegay  of 
wit  and  politeness. 

Some  will  perhaps  object,  that,  when  I  bring  my  com- 
pany to  dinner,  I  mention  too  great  a  variety  of  dishes, 
not  always  consistent  witli  the  art  of  cookery,  or  proper 
for  the  seaatm  of  tlie  year ;  and  part  of  the  first  course 
mingled  with  the  second ;  l>esides  a  failure  in  polite- 
ness, by  introducing  a  black  pudding  to  a  lord*s  table, 
and  at  a  great  entertainment ;  but,  if  I  had  omitted 
the  black  pudding,  I  de«ire  to  know  what  would  have 
become  of  that  exquisite  reason  siven  by  Miss  Notable 
for  not  eating  it  9  tbe  world,  pe^aps  might  have  lost  it 


for  ever,  and  I  shonld  have  been  jnstly  answerable  for 
having  left  it  out  of  my  collection.  I  therefore  cannot 
but  hope,  that  such  hypercritical  readers  will  plea»e  to 
consider,  my  business  was  to  make  so  full  and  complete 
a  body  of  refined  sayings  as  compact  as  I  could,  only 
taking  care  to  produce  them  in  tbe  most  natural  and 
probable  manner,  in  order  to  allure  my  readers  into  the 
very  substance  and  marrow  of  this  most  admirable  and 
necessary  art. 

I  am  heartily  sorry,  and  was  much  disappointed  to 
find,  that  so  universal  and  polite  an  entertaiument  ai 
cards,  has  hitherto  contributed  very  little  to  tbe  en* 
largement  of  my  work.  I  have  sat  by  many  hundred 
times  with  the  utmost  vigilance,  and  my  table-book 
ready,  without  being  able,  in  eight  hours,  to  gather 
matter  for  one  single  phrase  in  my  book.  But  this,  1 
think,  may  be  easily  accounted  for,  by  the  turbulence 
and  justling  of  passions,  upon  the  various  and  surpris- 
ing turns,  incidents,  revolutions,  and  events  of  good  and 
evil  fortune,  that  arrive  in  the  course  of  a  long  eveuii^ 
at  play;  the  mind  being  wholly  taken  up,  and  tbe 
consequences  of  non-attention  so  fatal. 

Play  is  supported  upon  the  two  great  pillars  of 
deliberation  and  action.  Tbe  terms  of  art  are  few, 
prescribed  by  law  and  custom;  no  time  allowed  for  di- 
gressions or  trials  of  wit.  Quadrille,  in  particular,  bean 
some  resemblance  to  a  state  of  nature,  which,  ire  are 
told,  is  a  state  of  war,  wherein  every  woman  is  against 
every  woman ;  the  unions  short,  inconstant,  and  Mfi\ 
broke ;  the  league  made  this  minute  without  knowing 
the  ally,  and  dissolved  in  the  next.  Thus,  at  the  game 
of  quadrille,  female  brains  are  always  employed  in 
stratagem,  or  their  hands  in  action.  Neither  can  I  find 
that  our  art  has  gained  much  by  the  happy  revival  (^ 
masquerading  among  us ;  the  whole  dialogue  in  time 
meetings  being  summed  up  in  one  (sprightly,  1  confest, 
but)  single  question,  and  as  sprightly  an  answer.  "{)o 
you  know  meT  «  Yes,  I  do.**  And,  **  Do  you  kwv 
met"  '<  Yes  I  do."  For  this  reason  I  did  not  think 
it  proper  to  give  my  readers  the  trouble  of  introducing 
a  masquerade,  merely  for  tbe  sake  of  a  single  questioo, 
and  a  single  answer ;  especially  when,  to  perform  this 
in  a  proper  manner,  I  must  have  brought  in  a  faundrrd 
persons  together  of  both  sexes,  dressed  in  fantastic 
nabits  for  one  minute,  and  dismiss  them  the  next. 

Neither  is  it  reasonable  to  conceive  that  our  scimr? 
can  be  much  improved  by  masquerades,  where  the  vit 
of  both  sexes  is  altogether  taken  up  in  contriving  sin- 
gular and  humorous  disguises;  and  their  thought! 
entirely  employed  in  bringing  intrigues  and  sNigna- 
tions  of  gallantry  to  a  happy  conclusion. 

The  judicious  reader  will  readily  discover  that  I 
make  Miss  Notable  my  heroine,  and  Mr.  Thomas  Ne- 
verout  my  hero.  I  have  laboured  both  their  eharacten 
with  my  utmost  ability.  It  is  into  their  months  that  I 
have  put  the  liveliest  questions,  answers,  repaalees,  ami 
rejoinders,  because  my  design  was,  to  propose  them  Mi 
as  patterns,  for  all  young  bachelors  and  single  ladiei 
to  copy  after.  By  which  I  hope  very  soon  to  i« 
polite  conversation  flourish  between  both  sexes,  in  & 
more  consummate  degree  of  perfection  than  these  king- 
doms have  yet  ever  known. 

I  have  dmwn  some  lines  of  sir  John  Linger's  cha- 
racter, the  Derbjrshire  knight,  on  purpose  to  place  it  in 
counterview  or  contrast  with  that  of  the  other  comfanT. 
wherein  I  can  assure  the  reader,  that  I  intended  not  tbe 
least  reflection  upon  Derbyshire,  tbe  place  of  my  "»• 
tivity.  But  my  intention  was  only  to  show  Ae  w'J- 
fortune  of  those  persons  who  have  tbe  disadvantage  to 
be  bred  out  of  the  circle  of  politeness,  whereof  I  ^^ 
the  present  limits  to  extend  no  further  than  Lon<lon 
and  ten  miles  round ;  although  others  are  please^l  In 
confine  it  within  the  bills  of  mortality.  If  you  com- 
pare the  discourses  of  my  gentlemen  and  ladies  ^" 
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thoM  of  ill  John,  you  will  hardly  conceive  him  to 
hAve  beeu  bred  iu  the  same  climate,  or  under  the 
ume  Uvi,  language,  religion,  or  govenimeitt ;  and, 
tccordhiglf,  I  have  intxoduoed  him  ipeakiiig  in  bia 
ovQ  ruiie  dialect,  for  no  other  reason  than  to  teach  my 
ichoUii  hov  to  avoid  it. 

The  curioai  reader  will  observe^  that  when  con- 
refutiuD  appears  in  danger  to  flag,  which  in  tome 
places  1  bare  artfully  contrived,  I  took  care  to  invent 
MM  suddai  qaeition,  or  turu  of  wit,  to  revive  it ;  such 
u  diese  that  follow  :  "What!  I  think  here'a  a  silent 
meeting!  Come, madam,  a  penny  for  your  thought;*^ 
with  sereral  others  of  the  like  sort.  I  have  rejected  all 
{vuvincial  or  country  turns  of  wit  and  fancy,  because 
I  UD  acquainted  with  very  few  :  but  indeed  chiefly, 
because  1  found  them  so  much  inferior  to  those  at  court, 
e$)tfciallf  among  the  gentlemen-ushers,  the  ladies  of  the 
l*>(ichamber,  and  the  maids  of  honoux ;  I  must  also 
odd  tbe  hither  end  of  our  noble  metropolis. 

When  this  happy  art  of  polite  conversing  shall  be 
thoroughly  improvnl,  good  company  will  be  no  longer 
vestend  with  dull,  dry,  tedious  story-tellers,  no  braug^ 
lio^  diiputen*  for  a  right  scholar  of  either  sex  in  our 
iciciice,  vlU  perpetually  interrupt  them  with  some 
nidden  iiuprisiug  piece  of  wit,  that  shall  engage  all 
the  caropaoy  in  a  loud  laugh ;  and  if,  aAer  a  pause, 
ty  grarc  companion  resumes  his  thread  in  the  follow 
ifig  manner :  *'  Well,  but  to  go  on  with  my  story,''  new 
intmuptioos  come  from  the  let^  and  the  right,  till  he 
is  forced  to  give  over. 

I  have  likewise  made  some  few  essays  toward  the 
BtUiiig  of  bargains,  as  well  for  instructing  those  who 
<^(li;ht  io  that  accomplishment  as  in  compliance 
v.th  DQj  female  friends  at  court.  However,  I  have 
^^u^Stessed  a  little  in  this  point,  by  doing  it  in  a 
nuaoer  somewhat  more  reserved  than  is  now  prac- 
M  at  St.  James*s.  At  the  same  time,  I  can  hardly 
aIIov  this  accomplishment  to  pass  properly  for  a  branch 
of  that  perfect  polite  conversation  which  makes  the 
coutitQeut  subject  of  my  treatise ;  and  for  this  I  have 
alieady  ^vcn  my  reasons.  I  have  likewise,  for  further 
ctiim,  left  a  blank  iu  the  critical  point  of  each 
hiTjaio,  which  the  sagacious  reader  may  till  up  in 
U  owu  mind. 

A«  to  myself,  I  am  proud  to  own  that,  except  some 
■muttering  in  the  French,  1  am  what  the  pedants  and 
KhoUn  call  a  man  wholly  illiterate,  that  is  to  say,  uu- 
Hsnied.  But  as  to  my  own  language,  I  shall  not 
^^\y  yield  to  many  persons.  I  haVe  read  most  of 
tie  plaji  aud  all  the  miscellany  poems  that  have 
^0  Kibliibed  for  twenty  yean  past.  I  have  read 
Mr.  Thomas  Brown's  works  entire,  and  bad  the  honour 
^  be  hii  intimate  friend,  who  was  universally  al- 
^*t>\  to  be  the  greatest  genius  of  his  age. 

Ipcn  what  foot  1  stand  with  the  present  chief  reign- 
io{  witi,  their  verses  recommendatory,  which  they  have 
^^^^lunaadcd  me  topcefix  before  my  book,  will  be  more 
diSQ  a  thousand  witnesses.  I  am,  and  have  been,  like- 
*«  uiticularly  acquainted  with  Mr.  Charles  Gildon, 
Mr.  Ward,  Mr.  Deiuiis,  that  admirable  critic  and  puet, 
^d  ieveral  othcn.  Kach  of  these  eminent  persons 
1  mean  those  who  are  still  alive)  have  done  roe  the 
"•faw  to  read  this  production  five  times  over,  with 
the  ttiictest  eye  of  friendly  severity,  afid  proposed  some, 
^ibough  very  few  amendments,  which  1  gratefully  ac- 
cef>ted,  and  do  here  publicly  return  ray  acknowledg- 
^^>it  for  so  lingular  a  favour. 

And  I  cannot  conceal,  without  iugmtitude,  the  great 
^■titance  I  have  received  from  those  two  illustrious 
^f'ten,  Mr.  Oaell  and  Captain  Stevens.  These,  and 
•vne  others  of  distinguished  eminence,  in  whose  oom- 
jany  I  have  passed  so  many  agreeable  hours,  as  they 
U\e  been  the  great  refiners  of  our  language,  so  it  has 
^Q  my  chief  ambition  to  imitate  them.    Let  the 


Popes,  the  Gays,  the  Arbuthnots,  the  Youngs,  and  the 
rest  of  that  snarling  brood,  burst  with  envy  at  tlie 
praises  we  receive  from  the  court  and  kingdom. 

But  to  return  from  this  digression. 

The  reader  will  find  that  the  following  collection  of 
polite  expressions  will  easily  incorporate  with  all  sub- 
jects of  genteel  and  fashionable  life.  Those  which  are 
proper  for  moniing  tea  will  be  equally  useful  at  tbe 
same  entertainment  in  the  afternoon,  even  in  the  same 
company,  only  by  ahitVingthe  several  questions,  answe^^ 
aud  replies^  into  difierent  hands;  and  such  as  are 
adapted  to  meals  will  indiflereutly  serve  for  diimecs  or 
suppers,  only  distinguishing  between  day-light  and 
candle-light.  By  this  method  no  diligent  person  of  a 
tolerable  memory  can  ever  be  at  a  loas. 

It  has  been  my  constant  opinion,  that  every  man 
who  is  intrusted  by  nature  with  any  useful  talent  of  the 
mind,  is  bound  by  all  the  ties  of  honour  aud  that  jus- 
tice which  we  all  owe  our  eountry,  to  propose  to  him- 
self some  one  illustrious  action  to  be  performed  in  his 
life  for  the  publie  emolument :  and  I  freely  confese 
that  so  grand,  so  important  an  enterprise,  as  I  have  un- 
dertaken and  executed  to  tbe  best  of  my  power,  well 
deserved  a  much  abler  hand,  aa  well  as  a  liberal  en- 
couragement from  the  crown.  However,  I  am  bound 
so  far  to  acquit  myself  as  to  declare,  that  1  have  often 
and  roost  earnestly  entreated  several  of  my  above-named 
friends,  univeraaUy  allowed  to  be  of  tbe  first  rank  in 
wit  and  politeness,  that  they  would  undertake  a  work 
so  honourable  to  themselves,  and  so  beneficial  to  the 
kingdom  ;  but  so  great  was  their  modesty,  that  they  all 
thought  fit  to  excuse  themselves,  and  iropoee  the  task 
on  me ;  yet  in  so  obliging  a  manner,  and  attended  witb 
such  compliments  on  my  poor  qualifications,  that  I 
dare  not  repeat  And  at  last  their  entreaties,  or  rather 
their  commands,  added  to  that  inviolable  love  I  bear 
to  the  land  of  my  nativity,  prevailed  upon  nae  to  engage 
in  so  bold  an  attempt 

I  may  venture  to  affirm,  without  the  least  violatioi» 
of  modesty,  that  there  is  no  man  now  alive  who  has^  by 
many  degrees,  so  just  preteusioos  as  myself  to  the 
highest  encouragement  from  the  crown,  the  parliament, 
and  the  ministry,  toward  bringing  this  work  to  due 
perfection.  I  have  been  assured,  that  several  great 
oeroes  of  antiquity  were  worshipped  as  gods,  upon  tbe 
merit  of  having  civilised  a  fierce  and  barbarous  people. 
It  is  manifest  1  could  have  no  other  intentioiis;  and  I 
dare  appeal  to  my  very  enemies,  if  such  a  treatise  as 
mine  had  been  published  some  years  ago,  and  with  as 
much  success  as  I  am  confident  this  will  meet,  I  mean, 
by  turning  the  thoughts  of  the  whole  nobility  and 
gentry  to  the  study  and  praotioe  of  polite  conversation, 
whether  such  mean  stupid  writers  as  the  Craftsmen, 
and  his  abettors,  could  nave  been  able  to  corrupt  the 
principles  of  so  many  hundred  thousand  subjects,  as, 
to  the  shame  and  grief  of  eveiy  W biggish,  loyal,  and 
true  Protestant  heart,  it  is  too  manifest  they  have  done. 
Fur  I  desire  the  honest  judicious  reader  to  make  one 
remark,  that,  after  having  exhausted  the  whole  in  mekfy 
pa^-doff  ^  (if  I  noay  so  call  it)  of  politeness  and  refine- 
ment, and  faithfully  digested  it  into  the  following  dia- 
logties,  there  cannot  be  Ibund  one  expression  relating  to 
politics ;  that  the  ministry  is  never  mentioned,  nor  the 
word  k'uig,  above  twice  or  thrice,  and  thsn  only  to  the 
honour  of  his  majesty ;  so  very  cautious  were  our 
wiser  ancestors  in  forming  rules  for  conversation,  as 
never  to  give  oflfence  to  crowned  heads  nor  interfere  with 
party-disputes  in  the  state.  And,  indeed,  although 
there  seems  to  be  a  close  resemblance  between  the  two 
words  politeness  and  politics,  yet  no  ideas  are  more 
inconsistent  in  their  natures.     However,  to  avoid  all 

■  This  word  it  tpclt  by  I^inists  Enctfdopmdia  i  but  IIm 
JttfUeious  author  wivly  pfefen  die  polite  reading  Ijefcire  th(> 
psdasiio. 
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appearance  of  disafTection,  I  have  taken  care  to  enforce 
loyalty  by  an  invincible  argument,  drawn  from  the 
very  fountain  of  this  noble  science,  in  the  following 
short  terms,  that  ought  to  be  writ  in  gold, — "  Must  is 
for  the  king :'"  which  uncontrollable  maxim  I  took 
particular  care  of  introducing  in  the  first  page  of  my 
book,  thereby  to  instil  early  the  best  Protestant  loyal 
notions  into  the  minds  of  my  readers.  Neither  is  it 
merely  my  own  private  opinion,  that  politeness  is  the 
firmest  foundation  upon  which  loyalty  can  be  sup- 
ported ;  for  thus  happily  sings  the  divine  Mr.  Tib- 
balds,  or  Theobalds,  in  one  of  his  birth-day  poems : 

I  Mm  no  Mholliurd,  hut  I  am  polite ; 
Therefore  be  sure  I  am  no  Jacobite. 

Hear,  likewise,  to  the  same  purpose,  that  great  master 

of  die  whole  poetic  choir,  our  most  illustrious  laureat, 

Mr.  Colley  Cibber : 

Who  in  his  talk  can*t  speak  a  polite  thing 
Will  never  loyal  be  to  George  our  king. 

I  could  produce  many  more  shining  passages  out  of 
our  principal  poets  of  both  sexes  to  confirm  this  mo- 
mentous truth :  whence  I  think  it  may  be  fairly  con- 
cluded, that  whoever  can  most  contribute  towards 
propagating  the  science  contained  in  the  following 
sheets  through  tlie  kingdoms  of  Great  Britain  and  Ire- 
land, may  justly  demand  all  the  favour  that  the  wisest 
court  and  most  judicious  senate  are  able  to  confer  on 
the  most  deserving  subject.  I  leave  the  application  to 
my  readers. 

This  is  the  work  which  I  have  been  so  hardy  as  to 
attempt,  and  without  the  least  mercenary  view.  Nei- 
ther do  I  doubt  of  succeeding  to  my  full  wish,  except 
among  the  Tories  and  their  abettors,  who,  hieing  all 
Jacobites,  and  consequently  Papists  in  their  hearts, 
from  a  want  of  true  taste,  or  by  strong  affectation, 
may  perhaps  resolve  not  to  read  my  book,  choosing 
rather  to  deny  themsdves  the  pleasure  and  honour 
of  shining  in  polite  company,  among  the  principal 
geniuses  of  both  sexes  throughout  the  kingdom  than 
adorn  their  minds  with  this  noble  art ;  and  probably 
apprehending,  (as  I  confess  nothing  is  more  likely  to 
happen,)  that  a  true  spirit  of  loyalty  to  the  Protestant 
•accession  should  steal  in  along  with  it. 

If  my  favourable  and  gentle  readers  could  possibly 
conceive  the  perpetual  watchings,  the  numberless 
toils,  the  frequent  risings  in  the  night,  to  set  down 
•everal  ingenious  sentences  that  I  suddenly  or  acci- 
dentally recollected,  and  which,  without  my  utmost 
vigilance,  had  lieen  irrecoverably  lost  fnr  ever  ;  if  they 
would  consider  with  what  incredible  diligence  I  daily 
and  nightly  attended  at  those  houses  where  persons  of 
both  sexes,  and  of  the  most  distinguished  merit,  used 
to  meet  and  display  their  talents ;  with  what  attention 
I  listened  to  all  their  discourses,  the  better  to  retain 
them  in  my  memory,  and  then,  at  proper  seasons,  with- 
drew, unobserved,  to  enter  them  in  my  table-book, 
while  the  company  little  suspected  what  a  noble  work 
I  had  then  in  embryo :  I  say,  if  all  tliese  were  known 
to  the  world,  I  think  it  would  be  no  great  presumption 
in  me  to  expect,  at  a  proper  juncture,  the  public 
thanks  of  botii  bouses  of  parliament  for  the  service 
and  honour  I  have  done  to  the  whole  nation  by  my 
single  pen. 

Although  I  have  never  been  once  charged  with  the 
least  tincture  of  vanity,  ihe  reader  will,  I  ho^ie,  give 
me  leave  to  put  an  easy  question  :  What  is  become  of 
all  the  king  of  Sweden's  victories?  where  are  the  fruita 
of  them  at  this  day  ?  or  of  what  benefit  will  they  be  to 
posterity?  Were  not  many  of  his  greatest  actions 
owing,  at  least  in  part,  to  fortune?  were  not  all  of 
them  owing  to  the  valour  of  his  troops,  as  much  as  to 
his  own  conduct?  Cuuld  he  have  conquered  the 
Polish  king,  or  the  czar  of  Muscovy,  with  his  single 
arm  ?     Far  be  it  from  me  to  envy  or  lessen  the  fame 


be  has  acquired ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  I  will  ventun 
io  say,  without  breach  of  modesty,  that  I,  who  have 
alone,  with  tliis  right  hand,  subdued  barbarism,  rude- 
ness, and  rusticity,  who  have  established  and  fixed  fur 
ever  the  whole  system  of  all  true  politeness  and 
refinement  in  conversation,  should  think  myself  nwit 
inhumanly  treated  by  my  countrymen,  and  would 
accordingly  resent  it  as  the  highest  indignity,  to  he 
put  on  a  level,  in  point  of  fame,  in  after  ages,  with 
Charles  XII.  late  king  of  Sweden. 

And  yet  so  incurable  is  the  love  of  detraction,  pw- 
haps  beyond  what  the  charitable  reader  will  easily 
believe,  that  I  have  been  assured,  by  more  than  ooe 
credible  person,  how  some  of  my  eneraiei  br^ 
industriously  whispered  about,  that  one  Isaac  Nevtio. 
an  instrument-maker,  formerly  living  near  l*ice<?<T- 
fields,  and  afterwards  a  workman  in  the  mint  at  tl< 
Tower,  might  possibly  pretend  to  vie  with  me  for  fame 
in  future  times.  The  man,  it  seems,  was  kniglited  fer 
making  sun-dials  better  than  others  of  his  trade,  ai  d 
was  thought  to  be  a  conjurer,  because  he  knew  ho»  to 
draw  lines  and  circles  upon  a  slate,  which  noW^ 
could  understand.  But  adieu  to  all  noble  att«mp^ 
for  endless  renown,  if  the  ghost  of  an  obscure  mechmr 
shall  be  raised  up  to  enter  into  competition  with  me, 
only  for  his  skill  m  making  pot-hooks  and  haii;^  with 
a  pencil,  which  many  thousand  accomplished  (retitle- 
men  and  ladies  can  perform  as  well  witti  nen  and  v\ 
upon  a  piece  of  paper,  and  in  a  manner  as  little  intelli- 
gible as  thrae  of  sir  Isaac. 

My  tnost  ingenious  friend  already  mentioned,  Mr. 
Colley  Cibber,  who  does  so  much  honour  to  the  laurel 
crown  he  deservedly  wears,  (as  he  has  often  d<me  t' 
many  imperial  diadems  placed  on  his  had,)  ns 
pleased  to  tell  me,  that,  if  my  treatise  was  shaped  into 
a  comedy,  the  representation,  performed  to  adwnias* 
on  our  theatre,  might  very  much  contribnte  to  the 
spreading  of  polite  conversation  among  all  penou  o^ 
distinction  through  the  whole  kingdom. 

I  own  the  thought  was  ingenious,  and  my  fnefid^ 
intention  good :  but  I  cannot  agree  to  his  proposd : 
for  Mr.  Cibber  himself  allowed  that  the  lubjec'* 
handled  in  my  work  being  so  numerous  andexteteire. 
it  wotdd  be  absolutely  impossible  for  one,  two,  or  ev« 
six  comedies,  to  contain  them :  whence  it  will  foUt^' 
that  many  admirable  and  essential  rules  for  polite  cm- 
versation  must  be  omitted. 

And  here  let  me  do  justice  to  my  friend  Mr.  Ttj- 
balds,  who  plainly  confessed  before  Mr.  Cibber  him*'* 
that  such  a  project,  as  it  would  be  a  great  dimiuit't^ 
to  my  honour,  so  it  would  intolerably  roan^e  my 
scheme,  and  thereby .  destroy  the  principal  anl  »f 
which  I  aimed,  to  form  a  complete  body  or  system  ct 
this  most  useful  science  in  all  its  parts :  and  therefi^f 
Mr.  Tibbalds,  whose  judgment  was  never  dispatfi 
chose  rather  to  fall  in  with  my  proposal,  roenticKiH 
before,  of  erecting  public  schools  and  seminari^  »^ 
over  the  kingdom,  to  instruct  the  young  people  of  bt© 
sexes  in  this  art,  according  to  my  rules,  andiuih'' 
metiiod  that  I  have  laid  down. 

I  shall  conclude  this  long,  but  necessary  introdo^ 
tion,  with  a  request,  or,  indeed,  rather  a  juit  «» 
reasonable  demand,  from  all  lords,  ladies  and  f^^}^^ 
men,  that  while  they  are  entertaining  and  iinproT'n*' 
each  otlier  with  those  polite  questions,  aiiswen.  rrpw 
tecs,  replies,  and  rejoinders,  which  I  have,  with  mfe""' 
labour  and  close  application,  during  the  «p*ce  ' 
thirty- six  years,  been  collecting  for  their  service  v^ 
improvement,  they  shall,  as  an  instance  of  gratitu J*, 
on  every  proper  occasion,  quote  my  name  after  this  ij 
the  like  manner:  "  Madam,  as  our  Master  Wajr**^" 
says.'—"  My  lord,  as  our  friend  Wagstaff  has  it  ' 
do  likewise  expect  that  all  my  pupils  shall  diiitf  wj 
health  every  day  at  dinner  and  suppa  duriug  »y '"' 


and  flu*  Aey,  or  their  poiterity,  »hall   continue  the 
tame  cwnnony  to  my  not  inglorioui  memory,  after  my 
ML  fat  ever. 
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deccaie,  for  erer 


POLITE  CONVERSATION,  &c. 


Ih  Men. 


The  Ladiet, 


Lady  Smast. 
Miss  Notable. 
Lady  Answerall. 


Lfird  Spasxish. 
Lord  Smabt. 
Sir  John  Linosr. 
Mr.  Neveiout. 
Colonel  Atwit. 

ARGUMENT. 

Lord  SpvUah  sad  Colonel  Atwit  meet  in  the  morning  upon 
Us«  Mall :  Mr.  Nereroat  Joioi  them  :  thev  all  go  to  breakfaat 
it  lidy  Smait't.  Their  coaTenation  over  Uieir  tea :  after  which 
they  put;  bat  my  lord  and  die  two  gentlemen  are  invited  to 
Jioaer:— Sir  John  Linger  invited  likewiw,  and  comes  a  little 
tm  kie.  Tbe  whole  convmation  at  dinner :  after  which,  the 
ladies  tcdrv  to  their  tea.  The  eonverution  of  the  ladies  with- 
out the  nwa,  who  are  mppoted  to  stay  and  drink  a  bottle,  but, 
in  «MB0  time,  go  to  the  ladiee.  and  drink  tea  with  them-  The 
c)OT)>nitioo  mere.  After  which,  a  party  at  quadrille  until 
tbrv  io  tbe  morning ;  but  no  eonrenation  eat  down.  They  all 
take  leave  and  go  home. 

ST.  James's  park. 
LoHD  Sparkish  tneding  Col.  Atwit. 

CoL  WsLL  met,  my  lord. 

Spark.  Thank  ye,  colonel.  A  parson  would  have 
ttid,  I  hope  we  shall  meet  in  heaven.  When  did  you 
•ee  Tom  Ne? erout  1 

CW.  He's  just  coming  toward   us.      Talk  of  the 

Nevbrout  e(mu9  up. 

Ca/.  How  do  you  do,  Tom  ? 

.Vmr.  Nerer  the  better  for  you. 

C«/.  I  hope  you  are  nefer  the  worse:  but  pray 
vbfret  jour  manners?  Don't  you  see  my  lord 
Sparkish? 

Sfttr.  My  lord,  I  beg  your  lordship's  pardon. 

Spark.  Tom,  how  is  it  that  you  can't  see  the  wood 
^  trees?    What  wind  blew  you  hither? 

Strtr.  Why,  my  lord,  it  is  an  ill  wind  blows  no- 
Mt  good ;  for  it  gives  me  the  honour  of  seeing  your 
lonUiip. 

CoL  Tom,  you  must  go  with  us  to  lady  Smart*s  to 

Xettr.  Must]  why,  colonel,  musfsforthe  king. 

[Co/,  offering  y  in  jetty  to  draw  ki»  tword. 
Coi  ffave  you  spoke  with  all  your  friends  ? 
AVtvr.  Colonel,  as  you  are  stout  be  merciful. 
Spark.  Come,  agree,  agree ;  the  law's  costly. 

[Co/,  taking  hit  handJ)rom  hit  hilt. 

C«i.  Well,  Tom,  you  are  never  the  worse  man  to  be 
afnid  of  roe.     Come  along. 

Sner.  What !  do  you  think  I  was  bom  in  a  wood, 
to  be  afraid  of  an  owl  ?  Ill  wait  on  you.  I  hope  Miss 
Notable  will  be  there ;  'egad,  she's  very  handsome,  and 
^  wit  at  will. 

Cci.  Why,  every  one  as  they  like,  as  the  good  woman 
ttid  wheo  she  kiss'd  her  cow. 

Loao  Smart's  Hotue :  they  knock  at  the  door;    the 
Porter  comet  out. 

Spark.  Piray  are  you  the  porter? 
Porter.  Yes,  for  want  of  a  better. 
Spark,  b  your  lady  at  home? 
Perier.  She  was  at  home  just  now,  but  she's  not  gone 
oolyrt, 
Arrcr.  I  warrant  this  rogue's  tongue  is  well  himg. 

Lady  Smart's  Ante-chamber. 

I*^OT  Smart  and  Lady  Answerall  at  the  TeO'table. 

^^y  S.  My  lord,  your  lordship's  most  humble 
•WTsnt. 


Spark.  Madam,  you  spoke  too  late;  I  was  your 
ladyship's  before. 

Ladg  S.  Oh  !  colonel,  are  you  here? 
Col.  As  sure  as  you're  there,  madam. 
Ladg  S.  O,  Mr.  Neverout!    What,  such  a  man 

alive! 

Never.  Ay,  madam,  alive,  and  alive  like  to  be,  at 
your  ladyship's  service. 

Lady  S.  Well,  111  get  a  knife,  and  nick  it  down, 
that  Mr.  Neverout  came  to  oiur  house.  And  pray,  what 
news,  Mr.  Neverout? 

Never.  Why,  madam,  queen  Elizabeth's  dead. 

Ladg  S.  Wdl,  Mr.  Neverout,  I  see  you  are  no 
changeling. 

Miss  Notable  comet  in. 

Never.  Miss,  your  slave ;  I  hope  your  eaxly  rising 
will  do  you  no  harm.  I  find  you  are  but  just  come 
out  of  the  cloth  market. 

3fi«f.  I  always  rise  at  eleven,  whether  it  be  day  or 
not 

Col.  Miss,  I  hope  you  are  up  for  all  day. 

^i«f .  Yes,  If  1  don't  get  a  fall  before  night 

Col.  Miss,  I  heard  you  were  out  of  order;  pray  how 
are  you  now  ? 

Mitt.  Pretty  well,  colonel,  I  thank  you. 

Col.  Pretty  and  well,  miss!  that's  two  very  good 
things. 

Alitt.  I  mean  I  am  better  than  I  was. 

Never.  Why  then  'tis  well  you  were  sick. 

Mitt.  What!  Mr.  Neverout,  you  take  me  up  before 
I'm  down. 

Ladg  S.  Come,  let  us  leave  off  children's  play,  and 
go  to  push-pin. 

Mitt.  [  To  ladjf  5.]  Pray,  madam,  give  me  some 
more  sugar  to  my  tea. 

Col.  O !  miss,  you  must  needs  be  very  good  humour 'd, 
you  love  sweet  things  so  well. 

Never.  Stir  it  up  with  the  spoon,  miss;  for  the 
deeper  the  sweeter. 

Lady  S.  I  assure  you,  miss,  the  colonel  has  made 
you  a  great  compliment. 

Mitt.  I  am  sorry  for  it ;  for  I  have  heard  say,  com- 
plimenting is  lying. 

Lady  S.  [To  Sparkith.]  My  lord,  methinks  tbe  sight 
of  you  is  good  for  sore  eyes ;  if  we  had  known  of  your 
coming,  we  should  have  strewn  nishes  for  you  :  How 
has  your  lordship  done  this  long  time? 

Col.  Faith,  madam,  he's  better  in  health  than  in 
good  cdtiditions. 

Spark.  Well,  I  see  there's  no  worse  friend  than  one 
brings  from  home  with  one ;  and  I  am  not  the  first 
man  has  carried  a  rod  to  whip  himself. 

Never.  Here's  poor  miss  has  not  a  word  to  throw  at  a 
dog.     Come,  a  penny  for  your  thought. 

Mitt.  It  is  not  worth  a  farthing;  for  I  was  thinking 

of  you. 

Colonel  riting  up. 

Ladg  S.  Colonel,  where  are  you  going  so  soon?  I 
hope  you  did  not  come  to  fetch  fire. 

Col.  Madam,  I  must  needs  go  home  for  half  an 
hour. 

Mitt.  Why,  colonel,  they  say  the  devil  s  at  home. 

Ladg  A.  Well,  but  sit  while  you  stay,  'tis  as  cheap 
sitting  as  standing. 

Col.  No,  madam,  whfle  I'm  standing,  I  m  gomg. 

Miu.  Nay,  let  him  go;  I  promise  him  we  won't  tear 
his  clothes  to  hold  him. 

Ladg  S.  1  suppose,  colonel,  we  keep  you  from  better 
company,  I  mean  only  as  to  myself. . 

Col.  Madam,  lam  all  obedience.    [Colonel tttt  down, 

Ladg  S.  Lord,'  miss,  how  can  you  drink  your  tea  so 
hot  ?  sure  your  mouth's  pav'd.  How  do 'you  like  thia 
tea,  colonel  ? 
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O/.- Well  enough,  madam;  but  methinks  it  u  a 
little  more-ish. 

iMdy  S.  O !  colonel,  I  understand  you.-— Betty, 
bring  the  cannister.  1  have  but  Tery  little  of  this 
tea  left ;  but  I  don*t  love  to  make  two  wants  of  one ; 
want  when  I  have  it,  and  want  when  I  have  it  not. 
He,  he,  he,  he !  [Lawght. 

Lady  A.  [To  the  maid,']  Why,  sure,  Betty,  you  are 
bewitched ;  the  cream  is  burnt  too* 

Btiiy,  Why,  madam,  the  bishop  has  set  his  foot 
in  it. 

Lady  S,  Go,  run,  girl,  and  warm  some  fresh  cream. 

Betty*  Indeed,  madam,  there's  none  left ;  for  the  cat 
has  eaten  it  all. 

Lady  S.  I  doubt  it  was  a  cat  with  two  legs. 

AfiM.  Colonel,  don't  you  love  bread  and  butter  with 
your  tea^ 

CoL  Yes,  in  a  morning,  miss ;  for  they  say,  butter  is 
gold  in  a  morning,  silver  at  noon,  but  it  is  lead  at 
night. 

Never.  Miss,  the  weather  is  so  hot  that  my  butter 
melts  ou  my  bread. 

Lady  A,  Why,  butter,  IVe  heard  >m  say,  is  mad 
twice  a-year. 

Spark,  l^To  the  maid.]  Mrs.  Betty,  how  does  your 
body  politic? 

Col.  Fie,  my  lord,  youll  make  Mrs.  Betty  blush. 

Lady  S.  Blush !  ay,  blush  like  a  blue  dog. 

Never.  Pray,  Mrs.  Betty,  are  you  not  Tom  Johnson's 
daughter  f 

Betty.  So  my  mother  tells  me,  sir. 

Spark.  But,  Mrs.  Betty,  I  hear  vou  are  in  love. 

Atty.  My  lord,  I  thank  God  I  Date  nobody ;  I  am 
in  charity  with  all  the  world. 

Lady  S.  Why,  wench,  I  think  thy  tongue  runs  upon 
wheels  this  morning.  How  came  you  by  that  scratch 
upon  your  nose  ?  Have  you  been  Bghting  with  the 
cats? 

Coi.  [  7b  Miu.]  Miss,  when  will  you  be  married  ? 

Mitt.  One  of  these  odd-come-shortly's,  colonel. 

Never.  Yes ;  they  say  the  match  is  half  made ;  the 
spark  is  willing  but  miss  is  not. 

Mitt.  I  suppose  the  gentleman  has  got  his  own  con* 
tent  for  it. 

Lcufy  A.  Pray  my  lord,  did  you  walk  through  the 
Park  in  the  rain  f 

Spark.  Yes,  madam,  we  were  neither  sugar  nor  salt ; 
we  were  not  afraid  the  rain  would  melt  us.  He,  he, 
he !  \Laught. 

Col.  It  rained,  and  the  suu  shone  at  the  same  time. 

Never,  Why,  then  the  devil  was  beating  his  wife 
behind  the  door  with  a  shoulder  of  mutton.     [Laught. 

Col,  A  blind  man  would  be  glad  to  see  that. 

Lady  S.  Mr.  Neverout,  methmks  you  stand  in  your 
own  light. 

Never,  Ah !  madam,  I  have  done  so  all  my  life. 

Spark.  I'm  sure  he  sits  in  mine.  Pr'ythee,  Tom,  sit 
a  little  further ;  I  believe  your  father  was  no  glazier. 

Lady  S.  Miss,  dear  girl,  fill  me  out  a  dish  of  tea, 
for  I'm  very  lasy. 

"^iBBjUlt  a  dith  of  tea f  tweetent  it^  and  then  tattet  it. 

Lady  S.  What,  miss,  will  you  be  my  taster? 
**  Mitt.  No^  madam ;  bat  they  say  *tis  an  ill  cook  that 
can't  lick  her  own  fingers. 

Never.  Pray,  miss,  ttU  me  another. 

Afist.  Will  you  have  it  now,  or  stay  till  you  get  it  ? 

Lady  A.  But,  colonel,  they  say  you  went  to  court 
last  night  very  drunk  ;  nay,  1  m  told  for  certain,  you 
had  been  among  the  Philistines:  no  wonder  the  cat 
wink'd,  when  both  her  eyes  were  out 

CoL  Indeed,  madam,  that's  a  lie. 

Lady  A.  'Tis  better  I.  should  lie  than  vou  should 
lose  your  good  manners :  besides,  I  don't  lie ;  I  sit 


Never.  O  \  ihith,  colonel,  you  must  own  yon  bad  a 
drop  in  your  eye ;  when  I  left  you,  yon  were  half  sos 
over. 

Spark.  Well,  I  fear  lady  Answerall  can't  live  long, 
she  has  so  much  wit 

Never.  No ;  she  can't  live,  that's  certain ;  but  »be 
may  linger  thirty  or  forty  years. 

Mitt.  Live  long !  ay,  longer  than  a  cat  (»r  a  dog,  or  a 
better  thing. 

Lady  A.  O !  miss,  you  must  give  your  vardi  toof 

Spark.  Miss,  shall  I  fill  you  another  dish  of  teal 

Mitt.  Indeed,  my  lord,  I  have  drank  enough. 

Spark,  Come,  it  will  do  you  more  good  tban  s 
month's  fasting ;  here,  take  it. 

Mitt,  No,  1  thank  yotir  lordship ;  enough's  at  good 
as  a  feast. 

Spark,  Well ;  but  if  you  always  say  no,  youll  nmr 
be  married. 

Lady  A,  Do,  my  lord,  give  her  a  diih  \  for  tbej  117 
maids  will  say  no,  and  tsilEe  it. 

Spark.  Well ;  and  I  dare  say  miss  is  a  maid,  io 
thought,  word  and  deed. 

Never,  1  would  not  take  my  oath  of  that. 

Mitt.  Pray,  sir,  speak  for  yourself. 

Lady  S,  Fie,  miss ;  they  say  nuudsjUiould  be  Kcn 
and  not  heard. 

Lady  A,  Good  miss,  stir  the  fire,  that  the  teakettle 
may  boil. — You  have  done  it  very  well :  now  it  buna 
purely.     Well,  miss,  you'll  have  a  cheerful  butband. 

Mitt.  Indeed,  your  ladyship  could  have  stimd  it 
much  better. 

Lady  A.  1  know  that  very  well,  huny ;  hut  I  foot 
keep  a  dog  and  bark  myself. 

Never,  What!  vou  are  stuck  [tick],  miss. 

Mitt.  Not  at  all ;  for  her  ladyship  msant  yoo. 

Never,  O  !  faith,  miss,  yon  are  in  Lob's  pound;  get 
out  as  you  can. 

Mitt.  I  won't  quarrel  with  my  bread  and  butter  for 
all  that ;  I  know  when  I'm  well. 

Lady  A,  Well ;  but,  miss-* 

Never,  Ah !  dear  madam,  let  the  matter  fidl ;  tik« 
pity  on  poor  miss ;  don't  throw  water  on  a  dnwned 
rat. 

Mitt.  Indeed,  Mr.  Neverout,  you  should  be  cut  f^r 
the  simples  this  morning ;  say  a  word  more  and  you 
had  as  good  eat  your  nails. 

Spcui.  Pray,  miss,  will  yon  be  so  good  as  to  t^rvs 
us  with  a  song  ? 

^t«f.  Indeed,  my  lord,  I  can't;  for  I  have  a  pta 
cold. 

Col.  O !  miss,  they  say  all  good  singers  have  oddi 

Spark.  Pray,  madam,  does  not  miss  sing  vtty  well . 

Laefy  A.  She  sings,  as  one  may  say,  my  lord. 

Mitt.  I  hear  Mr.  Neverout  has  a  very  good  voice. 

Col.  Yes,  Tom  sings  well,  but  his  luck's  nought. 

Never.  Faith,  colonel,  you  hit  yourself  a  derilisi 
box  on  the  ear. 

Col.  Miss,  will  you  take  a  pinch  of  snnfff 

^i«f.  No,  colonel,  you  must  know  that  I  never  tikf 
snulT  but  when  I  am  angry. 

Lady  A.  Yes,  yes,  she  can  take  snuff,  but  ibe  htf 
never  a  box  to  put  it  in. 

Mitt.  Pray,  colonel,  let  me  see  that  box. 

Col.  Madam,  there's  never  a  C  upon  it. 

Mitt.  Maybe  there  is,  colonel. 

Col.  Ay,  but  May  heet  don't  fly  new,  misa 

Never,  Colonel,  why  so  hard  u^n  poor  miss?  !>»• » 
set  your  wit  against  a  child.  Miss,  give  me  s  ^1^* 
and  I'll  beat  him. 

Mitt.  So  she  prayed  me  to  tell  you. 

Spark.  Pray,  my  lady  Smart,  what  kin  aie  yo"  *" 
lordPoK?        ♦ 

Lady  S.  Why,  his  graudmothor  and  mine  bad  m 
elbows. 
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Ladjf  J.  Well,  methinks  here*a   a  nlent  meetiog. 

Come,  mis,  bold  up  your  bead,  girl ;  there's  money 

bid  for  700.  [Miu  »iart$. 

Mitt.  Lord,  madam,  you  frighten  me  out  of   my 

levfn  senses ! 

^ark.  Well,  I  must  be  going. 

Ladg  A.  I  hare  seen  bastier  people  tiian  you  stay  all 
nigfat 

Oil.  [  7b  ladf  Smari,']  Tom  Nererout  and  I  are  to 
leap  to-morrow  for  a  guinea. 

J/tM.  I  believe  colonel,  Mr.  Nererout  can  leap  at  a 
crost  better  than  you. 

iVever.  Miss,  your  tongue  runs  before  your  wit: 
Dothiog  can  tame  you  but  a  husband. 

Mist,  Peace!  I  think  I  hear  the  church -clock. 

Sever,  Why,  you  know,  as  the  fool  thinks — 

Luif  S.  Mr.  Nevcrout,  your  haDdkerchiefs  fallen. 

Miu.  Let  him  set  his  foot  on  it,  that  it  mayn*t  fly  in 
hii  face. 

Sntr.  Well,  miss— 

.1/iit.  Ay,  ay ;  many  a  one  says  well  that  thinks  ill. 

AVnrr.  Well,  mias,  I'll  think  on  this. 

Mist.  That* s  rhyme,  if  you  take  it  in  time. 

Sever,  What !  I  see  you  are  a  poet. 

3/i«t.  Yes,  if  I  had  but  the  wit  to  show  it. 

Sever.  Miss,  will  you  he  so  kind  as  to  fill  me  a  dish 
of  tea? 

J/iM.  Pray  let  your  betters  be  senred  before  you ; 
I'm  just  going  to  fill  one  for  myself;  and,  you  know, 
tlie  pinon  always  christens  his  own  child  first. 

Seter.  But  I  saw  you  fill  one  just  now  for  the 
colonel :  well,  I  find  kissing  goes  by  favour. 

>/i4t.  But  pray,  Mr.  Neveront,  what  lady  was  that 
70a  were  talking  with  in  the  side-box  last  Tuesday! 

Sertr.  Miss,  can  you  keep  a  secret  I 

•lf««.  Yes,  I  can. 

Seter.  Well,  miss,  and  so  can'I. 

CW.  Odd«so !  I  have  cut  my  tbumb  with  this  cursed 
kiiife! 

Ladjf  A,  Ay ;  that  was  your  mother's  fault,  because 
1^  only  warned  you  not  to  cut  your  fingers. 

l^  S.  No,  no ;  *tiB  only  fools  cut  their  fiugen^  but 
vtM  folks  cut  their  thumbs. 

^'m.  Tm  sorry  for  it,  but  I  can't  cry. 

Ob^  Don't  you  think  miss  is  grown  f 

l^  A,  Ay,  ill  weeds  grow  apace. 

A  fmftf  tmolu  comu  domm  the  chimney. 

l^  A,  Lord,  madam,  does  your  ladyship's  chimney 
HBokel 

CW.  No,  madam ;  but  they  say  smoke  always  pursues 
t^  Cur,  and  your  ladyship  sat  nearest. 

^^  a.  Madam,  do  you  love  bohea  teal 

^^  A,  Whv,  noadam,  I  must  coiiliess  I  do  love  it, 
^t  it  does  Dot  love  me. 

;Vm.  [7b  hd^  Smart,']  Indeed,  madam,  yourlady- 
^^y  is  very  sparing  uf  your  tea ;  1  protest,  the  last  I 
U<k  was  no  more  than  water  bewitcnd. 

CW.  Prmy,  miss,  if  I  may  be  so  bold,  what  lover  gave 
70Q  that  fiiK  etui  f 

•Visf.  Don't  you  know  % — then  keep  counsel. 

^^  A,  111  tell  you,  colonel,  who  gave  it  her :  it 
*u  the  best  lover  she  will  ever  have  while  she  lives — 
'^  own  dear  papa. 

SevfT,  Methiiiksy  miss,  I  don't  much  like  tiie  colour 
of  tbat  ribbon. 

Mm.  Why,  then,  Mr.  Neverout,  do  you  see,  if  you 
<i<n't  much  like  it,  you  may  look  off  it 

Sfvk,  I  don't  doubt,  madam,  but  your  ladyship 
hu  heard  that  air  John  Brisk  has  got  an  employment 
«t  court. 

^^  5.  Yes,  yes ;  and  I  warrant  he  thinks  himself 
tt>  small  fool  now. 

.VcMT.  Yes,  madam ;  I  have  heard  some  people  take 
•^  for  a  wise  man. 


Ladtf  S.  Ay,  ay ;  some  are  wise,  and  some  are 
otherwise. 

JLtttfy  A.  Do  you  know  him,  Mr.  Neverout  f 

Never.  Know  him !  ay,  as  well  u  the  beggar  knows 
his  dish. 

CqL  Well,  I  can  only  say  that  he  has  better  luck 
than  honester  folks.  But,  pray,  how  came  he  to  get 
this  employment  ? 

Spark,  Why,  by  chance,  as  the  man  killed  the  devil. 

Never.  Why,  miss,  you  are  in  a  brown  study  :  what's 
the  matter  t  Methinks  you  look  like  Mumchance,  that 
was  hanged  for  saying  nothing. 

Miu,  I'd  have  you  to  know,  1  scorn  your  words. 

Never,  Well,  but  scornful  dogs  will  eat  dirty  pud- 
dings. 

Mite.  Well,  my  comfort  is,  your  tongue  is  no  slander. 
What !  you  would  not  have  one  be  always  on  the  high 
grin! 

Never,  Cry  mapstick^  madam  ;  no  offence,  I  hope. 

Lady  Smart  breait  a  teacup. 

Lady  A.  Lord,  madam,  how  came  you  to  break  your 
cup? 

Lady  S.  I  can't  help  it,  if  I  would  cry  my  eyes  out. 

Mite.  Why,  sell  it,  madam,  and  bay  a  new  one  with 
some  of  the  money. 

CoL  Tis  a  folly  to  cry  for  spilt  milk. 

Lady  S,  Why,  if  things  did  not  break,  or  wear  out, 
how  would  tradesman  livef 

Miee.  Well,  I  am  very  sick,  if  anybody  cared  for  it. 

Never.  Come,  then,  miss,  e'en  make  a  die  of  it,  and 
then  we  shall  have  a  burying  of  our  own. 

Mite.  The  devil  take  you,  Neverout !  besides  all  snull 
curses. 

Lady  A,  Marry,  come  up!  What,  plain  Neverout! 
methinks  you  might  have  an  M  under  your  girdle,  miss. 

Lady  S.  Well,  well,  nought's  never  in  danger.  I 
warrant  miss  will  spit  in  her  hand,  and  hold  fast. — 
Colonel,  do  you  like  this  biscuit  f 

Coi.  I'm  like  all  fools ;  I  love  everything  that*s  good. 

Lady  S.  Well,  and  isn^t  it  pure  good  f 

Col.  Tis  better  than  a  worse. 

Fhotman  bringe  the  CouwxL  a  Utter. 

Lady  A.  I  suppose,  colonel,  that*s  a  billet-doux  fhmi 
your  mistress. 

Col,  'Egad,  I  don't  know  whence  it  comes ;  but 
whoe'er  writ  it,  writes  a  hand  like  a  foot. 

Miu.  Well,  you  may  make  a  secret  of  it,  but  we  can 
spell,  and  put  together. 

AVt«r.  Mis«,  what  spells  b  doable  uzzard  ? 

Miu.  Buzzard  in  your  teeth,  Mr.  Neverout. 

Lady  S.  Now  you  are  up,  Mr.  Neverout,  will  you 
do  me  the  favour  to  do  me  the  kindness  to  take  off  the 
teakettle. 

Spark,  I  wonder  what  makes  these  bells  ring. 

Lady  A,  Why,  my  lord,  I  suppose,  because  they  pull 
the  ropes.  [««*«  off  laugh, 

Hevevlovi  pkiytwith  a  teacup. 

Mies,  Now,  a  child  would  have  cried  half  an  hour 
before  it  would  have  found  out  such  a  pretty  plaything. 

Lady  S,  Well  said,  miss!  I  vow,  Mr.  Neverout,  the 
girl  is  too  hard  for  you. 

Never.  Ay ;  misa  will  say  anything  but  her  prayers, 
and  those  she  whistles. 

Mitt,  Pray,  colonel,  make  me  a  present  of  that 
pretty  penknife. 

Spark.  Ay,  miss,  catch  him  at  that,  and'hang  him. 

CoL  Not  for  the  world,  dear  miss;  it  will  cut  love. 

SJmrk.  Colonel,  you  shall  be  mairied  first;  I  was 
going  to  say  that. 

Lady  S.  Well,  but,  for  all  that,  I  can  tell  who  is  a 
great  admirer  of  miss.  Pray,  miss,  how  do  you  like 
Mr.  Spruce?    I  swear  I  have  often  seen  him  cast  a 
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sbeep*8  eye  oat  of  a  calfs  head  at  you  :  deny  it  if  you 
can. 

Miu.  Oy  madam,  all  the  world  knows  that  Mr. 
Spruce  is  a  general  lover. 

Col,  Come,  miss,  'tis  too  true  to  make  a  jest  on. 

[Miu  bbahe9. 

Lady  A,  Well,  however,  blushing  is  some  sign  of 
grace. 

Never.  Miss  says  nothing ;  but  I  warrant  she  pays  it 
off  with  tliinking. 

MiM9.  Well,  ladies  and  gentlemen,  you  are  pleased 
to  divert  yourselves ;  but,  as  I  hope  to  be  saved,  there's 
nothing  in  it. 

Lady  S.  Touch  a  gall'd  horse,  and  he'll  wince.  Love 
will  creep  where  it  dare  not  go.  I'd  hold  a  hundred 
pound,  Mr.  Neverout  was  the  inventor  of  that  story;; 
and,  colonel,  I  doubt  you  had  a  finger  in  the  pie. 

Lady  A.  But,  colonel,  you  forgot  to  salute  miss  when 
you  came  in ;  she  said  you  had  not  beesi  here  a  long 
time. 

MiM9,  Fie,  madam ! — I  vow,  colonel,  I  said  no  such 
thing. — I  wonder  at  your  ladyship ! 

Col,  Miss,  I  beg  your  pardon — 

Goes  io  aalute  her  ;  the  etruyylee  a  little, 
Miu.  Well,  I'd  rather  give  a  knave  a  kiss  for  once 

than  be  troubled  with  him ;  but,  upon  my  word,  you 

are  more  bold  than  welcome. 

Lady  S.  Fie,  fie,  miss  I  for  shame  of  the  world,  and 

speech  of  good  people. 

Nevbbout  /o  Miss,  who  lii  cooking  her  tea  and  bread 

and  butter. 

Never.  Come,  come,  miss,  make  much  of  nought; 
good  folks  are  scarce. 

Mitt.  What !  and  you  must  come  in  with  your  two 
eggs  a-peiuiy,  and  three  of  them  rotten. 

Col.  [To  Sparkith,']  But,  my  lord,  I  forgot  to  ask 
you  how  you  like  my  new  clothes? 

Spark.  Why,  very  well,  colonel ;  only,  to  deal  plainly 
with  you,  methinks  the  worst  piece  is  in  the  middle. 

[Here  a  loud  lauyh,  often  repeated. 

Col.  My  lord,  you  are  too  severe  on  your  friends. 

Miu.  Mr.  Neverout,  I'm  hot,  are  you  a  sot  f 

Never.  Miss,  I'm  cold,  are  you  a  scold  f  Take  you 
that. 

Lady  S.  I  confess  that  was  home.  I  find,  Mr. 
Neverout,  you  won't  give  your  head  for  the  washing,  as 
they  say. 

Mitt.  O !  he's  a  sore  man  where  the  skin's  off.  I  see 
Mr.  Neverout  has  a  mind  to  shur{)en  the  edge  of  his  wit 
on  the  whetstone  of  my  ignorance, 

Spark.  Faith,  Tom,  you  are  struck !  I  never  heard  a 
better  thing. 

Never.  Pray, jmiss,  give  me  leave  to  scratch  you  for 
that  fine  speech7 

Mitt,  Pox  on  your  picture !  it  cost  me  a  groat  the 
drawing. 

Never.  [  To  lady  S.I  'Sbuds,  madam,  I  have  burnt 
my  hand  with  your  plaguy  teakettle. 

Lady  S.  Why,  then,  Mr.  Neverout,  you  must  say, 
God  save  the  king. 

Never.  Did  you  ever  see  the  like  ? 

Miu.  Never,  but  once  at  a  wedding. 

Col.  Pray,  miss,  how  old  are  you  f 

Miu.  Why,  I  am  as  old  as  my  tongue,  and  a  little 
older  than  my  teeth. 

Spark.  \To  lady  A.']  Pray,  madam,  is  Miss  Buxom 
married  f  I  liear  'tis  all  over  the  town. 

/>ufy  A.  My  lord,  she's  either  married  or  worse. 

Col.  If  she  ben't  married,  at  least  she's  lustily  pro- 
mised. But  is  it  certain  that  sir  John  Blunderbuss  is 
dead  at  last  ? 

Spark,  Yes,  or  else  he's  sadly  wronged,  for  they  have 
buried  him. 


Miu.  Why,  if  he  be  dead,  hell  eat  no  more  hntA, 
Col.  But,  is  he  really  dead  ? 
.  Lady  A.  Yes,  colonel,  as  sure  as  you're  alive. 
Col.  Hiey  say  he  was  an  honest  man. 
Lady  A.  Yes,  with  good  looking  too. 

Miufeelt  a  pimple  on  her  face, 

Miu.  Lord !    I  think  my  goodness  is  comiog  oat 
Madam,  will  your  ladyship  please  to  lend  me  a  patch? 
Never.  Miss,  if  you  are  a  moid,  put  your  hanU  upoo 
your  spot 

Mitt,  There — 

[Covering  her  face  with  both  her  haitdi. 
Lady  S,  Well,  thou  art  a  mad  girl. 

[Ghahera  tap. 

Miu,  Lord,  madam,  is  that  a  blow  to  give  a  chOd? 

Lady  Smart  lettfall  her  handkerchief  and  the  Colossi 

ttooptfor  it. 

Lady  S,  Colonel,  you  shall  have  a  better  office. 

Col.  O,  madam,  1  can't  have  a  better  than  to  tent 
your  ladyship.  Madam,  has  your  ladyship  read  tbr 
new  play,  written  by  a  lord  ?  It  is  called  "  Love  in  » 
Hollow  Tree." 

Lady  S.  No,  colonel. 

Col,  Why,  then  your  ladyship  has  one  pleasure  to 
come. 

Miss  tight. 

Never,  Pray,  miss,  why  do  you  sigh  f 
Miu,  To  make  a  fool  ask,  and  you  are  the  fint. 
Never,  Why,  miss,  I  find  there  is  notliing  but  a  bit 
and  a  blow  with  you.  ] 

Lady  A.  Why,  you  must  know,  miss  is  in  love. 
Miu.  I  wish  my  bead  may  never  ache  till  that  dij. 
Spark.  Come,  miss,  never  sigh,  but  send  for  him. 

Lady  Smart  and  Lady  Answerall  tpeaking  toydher. 

If  he  be  hanged  he'll  come  hopping ;  and  if  be  ^ 
drown 'd  he'll  come  dropping. 

Mitt,  Well,  I  swear  you  will  make  one  die  with 
laughing. 

Miss  lUayt  with  a  teacup ^  and  Neverout  ptoy*  ^^^ 

another. 

Never.  Well,  I  see  one  fool  makes  many. 

Miu.  And  you  are  the  greatest  fool  of  any. 

Never,  Pray,  miss,  will  you  be  so  kind  to  tie  thii 
'  string  for  me,  with  your  fair  hands  f  it  will  go  all  io 
your  day's  work. 

Mttt,  Marry,  come  up,  indeed !  tie  it  yourself,  t«hi 
have  as  many  hands  as  I ;  your  man's  man  will  bare  a 
fine  office  truly  :  come,  pray  stand  out  of  my  spitting 
place. 

Never,  Well,  but  miss,  don't  be  angry. 

Mitt.  No ;  I  was  never  angry  in  my  life  but  ooe*. 
and  then  nobody  cared  for  it;  so  I  resolved  never  to  be 
angry  again. 

Never,  Well ;  but  if  youll  tie  it,  you  shall  Defer 
know  what  I'll  do  for  you. 

Mitt,  So  I  suppose,  truly. 

Never,  Well ;  but  III  make  you  a  fine  present  one 
of  these  days. 

^ist.  Ay ;  when  the  devil's  blind,  and  bis  eyes  ai* 
not  sore  yet. 

Never.  No,  miss,  I'll  send  it  you  to-monow. 

Miu.  Well,  well ;  to-morrow's  a  new  day ;  but,  I 


^»tt 


Miu.  Would  I  could  see  it,  quoth  bl|Rg«YiDVi-  "^^ 
why  did  you  not  bring  me  a  present  of  suuf  tb» 


morning  ? 

Never.  Because,  miss,  you  never  asked  me :  and  tit 
an  ill  dog  that's  not  worth  whistling  for. 

I^rk,  [To  lady  A.]  Pray,  madam,  how  came  jva 
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lid]fibip^  liiC  nmxBilay,  to  go  to  tbat  odioui  puppet- 
iKovf 

CtL  Why,  to  be  mire,  her  Udyibip  went  to  lee  and 
tobeieQL 

ladf^.  Yoa  have  made  a  fine  speech,  colonel :  pray, 
vhat  will  yon  take  for  your  moutn* pieced 

Spark.  Take  that,  colonel :  but,  pray,  madam,  was 
m;  kdy  Snuff  there  f  They  lay  she's  extremely  hand- 
tomt. 

la^  S.  They  must  not  see  with  my  eyes  that 
tkinkn. 

Neva:  She  may  pass  muster  well  enough. 

Ladif  A,  Play,  how  old  do  you  take  her  to  be  f 

CoL  Why,  about  five  or  six-and-twenty. 

Mm,  \  tvear  she's  no  chicken ;  she*s  on  the  wrong 
suie  of  thirty,  if  she  be  a  day. 

Ladif  A,  Depend  upon  it,  shell  never  see  five-and- 
thirty,  Bnd  a  bit  to  spare. 

Co^  Why,  they  say  sbe^s  one  of  the  chief  toasts  in 
town. 

l^  S,  Ay,  when  all  the  rest  are  out  of  it. 

Mim.  Well ;  I  wouldn't  be  as  sick  as  she  s  proud  for 
all  the  irorld. 

Lady  A,  She  looks  as  if  butter  wott*dn't  melt  in  her 
BMmtfa;  bat,  I  warrant,  cheese  won't  choke  her. 

AW.  I  hear  my  lord  What-d'ye-call-him  is  court- 
ing her. 

Ladif  A.  What  lord  d'ye  mean,  Tom  ? 

MiMi,  Why,  my  lord,  1  suppose  Mr.  Neverout  means 
the  lord  of  the  Lord  knows  what 

Cb/.  They  say  she  dances  very  fine. 

l^  A,  She  did ;  but  I  doubt  her  dancing  days  are 
orer. 

Co/.  1  can*t  pardon  her  for  her  rudeness  to  me. 

l^S,  Wtu;  but  you  must  forget  and  forgive. 

Footman  comet  in. 

LaJf  S.  Did  you  call  Betty  f 
Fi/QtwuMH.  She's  coming,  madam. 
Ladjf  S,  Coming !  ay,  so  is  Christmas. 

Betty  cooms  m. 

taJjf  S,  Come,  get  ready  my  things.   Where  has 
^  vench  been  tkiese  three  hoursf 
Betty.  Madam,  I  can*t  go  fhster  than  my  legs  will 


Lady  S.  Ay.  thou  hast  a  head,  and  so  has  a  pin. 
Bat.  ny  lard,  all  the  town  has  it  that  Miss  Caper  is 
*o  be  married  to  sir  P«ter  Gibeall ;  one  thingjs  oer- 
tva,  diat  she  has  promised  to  have  him. 

^^park.  Why,  madam,  you  know  promises  are  either 
hwken  or  kcpL 

UJy  A.  I  beg  your  pardon,  my  lord ;  promises  and 
P^^iuift  are  made  to  be  broken. 

l^y  S.  Nay,  I  had  it  from  my  lady  Carrylie's 
ovQ  moodi.  I  teU  you  my  tale  and  my  tale's  author ; 
if  it  be  alie,  yon  had  it  as  cheap  as  L  [ 

lady  A.  She  and  I  had  some  words  last  Sunday 
at  chofch ;  but  I  think  I  gave  her  her  own. 

ladm  8,  Her  tongue  runs  like  the  clapper  of  a  mill ; 
^  talks  enough  for  herself  and  all  the  company. 

A'cMT.  And  yet  she  simpers  like  a  firmity  aettle. 

Miss  looking  m  a  gt^* 

Mm.  Lord,  how  my  head  is  dress'd  to-day ! 

^,  O.  9adam!  a  good  fkce  needs  no  band. 

Mm.  Hf^  Mid  a  bad  one  deserves  none. 

OU.  &i«y,J(iis,  where  is  your  old  acquaintance, 
Mn.  Wtywafdt 

Mm.  Why,  where  should  she  he  f  you  must  needs 
^>Miw,  ihe's  m  her  skin. 

Cft/.  I  can  answer  that;  what  if  you  were  as  far  out 

MdM'sinf 
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ilfisf .  Well,  I  promised  to  go  this  evening  to  Hyde 
Park  on  the  water ;  but  I  protest  l*m  half  afVaid. 

Never .  Never  fear,  miss;  you  have  the  old  proverb 
on  your  side.  Naught's  ne*er  in  danger. 

CoL  Why,  miss,  let  Tom  Neverout  wait  on  you,  and 
then,  I  warrant,  youll  be  as  safe  as  a  thief  in  a  mill-, 
for  you  know,  he  that's  bom  to  be  hang*d  will  never 
be  drown'd. 

Never.  Thank  you,  colonel,  for  your  good  word ;  but 
faith,  if  ever  I  han^,  it  shall  be  about  a  fair  lady's  neck. 

Ladg  S,  Who's  then?  Bid  the  children  be  quiet, 
and  not  laugh  so  loud. 

Lady  A,  O !  madam,  let  m  laugh,  theyll  ne'er 
laugh  younger. 

Never,  Miss,  111  tell  you  a  secret,  if  you'll  promise 
never  to  tell  it  again. 

Miu.  No,  to  be  sure;  111  tell  it  to  nobody  but 
friends  and  strangers. 

Never.  Why  then,  there's  some  dirt  in  my  teacup. 

Miu.  Come,  come,  the  more  there's  in't,  the  more 
there's  on*t. 

Lady  A,  Poh!  you  must  eat  a  peck  of  dirt  before 
you  die. 

0»/.  Ay,  ay ;  it  goes  all  one  way. 

Never.  Pray,  miss,  what's  a  clock  f 

MiM.  Why,  you  must  know,  *tis  a  thing  like  a  bell, 
and  you  a  fool  that  can't  toll. 

Never.  \To  lady  A^  Pray,  madam,  do  yon  tell  me ; 
for  I  have  let  my  watch  run  down. 

Lady  A.  Why,  'tis  half  an  hour  past  hanging  time. 

CW.  Well ;  I'm  like  the  butcher  that  was  looking 
for  his  knife  and  had  it  in  his  mouth :  I  have  been 
searching  my  pockets  for  my  snufl'-boz,  and,  egad, 
here  it  is  in  my  nand. 

Miu.  If  it  had  been  a  bear,  it  would  have  bit  you, 
colonel :  well,  1  wish  I  had  such  a  snuff-box. 

Never,  Youll  be  long  enough  before  you  wish  your 
skin  full  of  eyelet  holes. 

CoL  Wish  in  one  hand— 

Miu,  Out  upon  you:  Lord,  what  can  the  man 
meanf 

Spark.  This  tea  is  very  hot. 

Lady  A.  Why,  it  came  from  a  hot  place,  my  lord. 

CoLONBL  apHU  hie  tea. 

Lady  S.  That's  as  well  done  as  if  I  had  done  it 

myself. 

Od.  Madam,  I  find  you  live  by  ill  neighbours,  when 
you  are  forced  to  praise  yourself. 

Lady  S.  So  they  pray'd  me  to  tell  you. 

Never,  Well,  I  wont  drink  a  drop  more;  if  I  do 
'twill  go  down  like  chopt  hay. 

MiM$.  Pray,  don't  say  no,  till  you  are  asked. 

Never.  Well,  what  you  please,  and  the  rest  again. 

Miss,  etooping  for  a  pin. 

Miu.  I  have  heard  'em  say,  that  a  pin  a-day  is  a 
groat  a-year-  Well,  as  I  hope  to  be  married,  forgive 
me  for  swearing,  I  vow  'tis  a  needle. 

Col.  O!  the  wonderful  works  of  nature,  that  a 
black  hen  should  lay  a  white  egg ! 

Never.  What!  vou  have  found  a  mares  nest,  and 
laug^  at  the  effgsf  .       ,  ,  .. 

Miao.  Prey  keep  your  breath  to  cool  your  porridge. 

Never.  Miss,  thwe  was  a  very  pleasant  accident  last 
night  at  St.  James's  Park.  ,  ^    ,^. 

Miu.  [To  lady  S.]  What  was  it  your  ladyship  was 
going  to  say  just  now  f 

Never.  Well,  miss;  tell  a  mare  a  tale— 

MiM9.  I  find  you  love  to  hear  yourself  talk. 

Never.  Why,  if  you  won't  hear  my  tale,  kiss  my,  &c. 

Miu.  Out  upon  you,  for  a  filthy  creature  I 

Never.  What,  miss!  must  I  tell  you  a  story  and 
find  you  ears  f 
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Sfmrk.  rr«  lady  S.]  Pfay,  niMUm,  don't  you 
think  Mrs.  Spendall  very  geotMl  f 

Lady  S.  Why,  my  lend,  I  think  the  was  cut  out 
for  a  gentlewoman,  but  the  wa«  spoiled  in  the  making : 
■he  wean  her  clotbes  aa  if  they  were  thrown  on  her 
with  a  pitchfork ;  and,  for  the  fiuhion,  I  believe  they 
were  made  in  the  reign  of  queen  Best. 

Nevtr,  Well,  that  ■  neither  here  nor  there  ;  for,  you 
know,  the  more  cait lev  the  mora  modish. 

CoL  Well,  rd  hold  a  wager  there-wm  he  a  match 
between  her  and  Dick  Dolt:  and  I  believe  I  can  see 
as  far  into  a  millstone  as  another  man. 

Miu,  Colonel,  I  must  beg  your  pardon  a  thousand 
times ;  but  they  say,  an  old  ape  has  an  old  eye. 

Never.  Miss,  what  do  you  mean  f  you  11  spoil  the 
colonel's  marriage  if  you  call  him  old. 

CoL  Notao  old,  nor  yet  so  cold — You  know  the  zest, 
miss. 

ilfiisr.  Manneia  is  a  fine  thing,  truly. 

Col.  Faith,  miss,  depend  upon't,  I'll  give  you  as 
good  as  you  bring :  what !  if  you  give  a  jest  you 
must  take  a  jest 

Lady  S.  Well,  Mr.  Neverout,  you'll  ne'er  have  done 
till  you  break  that  knife,  and  then  the  man  won^t  take 
it  again. 

Afist.  Why,  madam,  fools  will  be  meddling;  I  wish 
he  may  cut  his  fingers.  I  hope  you  can  see  your  own 
blood  without  fainting. 

Never »  Why,  miss,  you  shine  this  morning  like  a 
sh — n  bam  door:  you'll  never  hold  out  at  this 
rate ;  pray  save  a  little  wit  for  to-morrow. 

Min.  Well,  you  have  nid  your  say ;  if  people  will 
be  rude,  I  have  done ;  my  comfort  is,  'twill  be  all  one 
a  thousand  years  hence. 

Never.  Miss,  you  have  shot  your  bolt :  I  find  you 
must  have  the  last  word — Well,  111  go  to  the  opera 
to*night. — No,  I  can't,  neither,  for  I  have  some  business 
—end  yet  I  think  I  must,  for  I  promised  to  squire  the 
countess  to  her  box. 

Afist.  The  countess  of  Pnddledock,  I  suppose. 

Never.  Peace  or  war,  miss  f 

Lady  S.  Well,  Mr.  Neverout,  youll  never  be  mad, 
you  are  of  so  many  minds. 

As  Miss  riiet,  the  ckairfaUt  hdundher. 

Miu,  Well ;  I  shan't  be  ladv  mayoress  this  year. 

Never.  No,  miss,  'tis  worse  than  that ;  you  won't  be 
married  this  year. 

Mi»t.  Lord!  you  make  me  laugh,  though  I  an't 
well. 

NBTB.OIIT,  «  MIM  i.  1*.^,  fmO,  ««-  ,udd«^  «, 

Am  lap. 

Never,  Now,  colonel,  come  sit  down  on  my  lap; 
more  sacks  upon  &e  mill. 

Mite.  Let  me  go ;  ar'n't  you  aorrr  for  my  hf  aviness? 

Never.  So,  miss ;  you  are  very  light ;  but  I  don't 
say  you  are  a  light  hussy.  Pray  xSu  up  the  chair 
for  your  pains. 

Miu,  'Tis  but  one  body's  labour,  you  may  do  it 
yourself;  I  wish  you  would  be  quiet,  you  have  more 
tricks  than  a  dancing  bear. 

Nbvbbout  riset  to  take  up  the  chair,  and  Mlfls  si/«  in 

hit. 

Never,  You  wou*dn*t  be  so  soon  in  my  grave, 
madam. 

Mitt.  Lord!  I  haye  torn  my  petticoat  with  your 
odious  romping ;  my  rents  are  coming  in ;  I'm  afiutd 

shall  fall  into  the  ragman's  hands. 

Never,  I'll  mend  it,  miss. 

Mitt.  You  mend  it!  go,  teach  your  grannam  to 
suck  eggs. 

Never.  Why,  miss,  you  are  so  cro0, 1  could  find  in 
my  heart  to  hate  you. 


I.  With  all  my  heart;  there  will  be  no  Wfe 
lost  between  us. 

Never.  But  pray,  my  lady  Smart,  does  not  miss  kwk 
as  if  she  could  eat  me  without  salt  f 

Mitt,  I'll  make  you  one  day  sup  sorrow  for  this. 

Never,  Well,  follow  your  own  way,  youU  live  tbe 
longer. 

Mitt.  See,  madam,  how  well  I  have  mended  iu 

Lady  S.  *Tis  indifl'erent,  as  Doll  danced. 

Never,  Twill  laat  oa  many  nights  as  days. 

Mitt.  Well,  I  knew  it  should  never  have  your  guod 
word. 

Lady  S,  My  lord,  my  lady  Answendl  and  I  «m 
walking  in  the  park  hist  night  till  near  eleven;  twu 
a  very  fine  night. 

Never.  Egiul,  so  was  I ;  and  111  tell  you  a  comkal 
accident ;  egad,  I  lost  my  understanding. 

Mitt,  I'm  glad  you  had  any  to  lose. 

Lady  S,  Well,  but  what  do  you  mean  f 

Never.  £gad«  I  kick'd  my  foot  against  a  stone,  aad 
tore  off  the  heel  of  my  shoe,  and  was  forced  to  limp 
to  a  cobbler  in  the  Pall-mall  to  have  it  put  on.  He,  be, 
he,  he!  [AUb^, 

Coi.  O I  'twas  a  delicate  night  to  run  away  witb 
another  man's  wife. 

Nbvebovt  tneezet. 

Mitt.  God  bless  you !  if  you  han't  taken  nulT. 
Never,  Why,  what  if  I  have,  miss  f 
Miu.  Why,  then,  the  deuce  take  you ! 
Never.  Miss,  I  want  that  diamond  ring  of  youn. 
Mitt.  Why  then,  want's  like  to  be  your  matter. 

Nevbboitt  looking  at  the  riny. 

Never.  Ay,  marry,  this  i»  not  only,  but  also;  where 
did  you  get  it  ? 

Mitt.  Why,  wherv 'twas  to  be  had  ;  where  the  derO 
got  the  friar. 

Never.  Well ;  if  I  had  such  a  fine  diamond  Hug,  1 
wou'dn't  stay  a  oav  in  England  :  but  you  know,  fu- 
fetch'd  and  dear  bought  is  fit  for  ladies.  I  wamia, 
this  cost  your  father  Sj^ 

CoLONBL  ttrettkutg  himmy. 

Lady  S.  Why,  colonel,  yon  break  the  king  t  Uvi ; 
you  strateh  without  a  halter. 

Lady  A.  Colonel,  some  ladies  of  your  acquaiataiiM 
have  promised  to  breakfast  with  yon,  and  I  am  to  wail 
on  them ;  what  will  you  give  usf 

Coi.  Whv,  faith,  madam,  bachelor 'a  fare :  bnadsod 
cheese  and  kisses. 

Lady  A,  Poh !  what  have  you  bachelon  to  do  witb 
your  money,  but  to  treat  the  ladies  f  you  hare  uoChiof 
to  keep  but  your  owm  four  quarters. 

Lady  S.  My  lord,  has  captain  Brag  the  hanow  to 
be  related  to  your  lordship  i 

Spark.  Very  nearly,  madam ;  he's  my  coaiio'gc 
man,  quite  removed. 

Liufy  A.  Pmy,  is  he  not  rich  f 

Spark.  Ay,  a  rich  rogue,  two  shirts  and  a  rag. 

CoL  Well,  however,  they  aay  he  has  a  great  stfttr. 
but  only  die  right  ovmer  kem  him  out  of  it. 

Lady  S.  What  religion  is  he  of  f 

Spark,  W*hy,  he  is  an  Anythingarian. 

Lady  A,  I  believe  he  has  his  religion  to  chooie.  i°j 
lord. 

Nevebout  tcratchet  hit  head. 

Mitt,  Fie,  Mr.  Neverout,  ar Vt  you  ashamed !  I 
beg  pardon  for  the  expression,  but  I'm  afraid  jour 
bosom  friends  are  become  your  backbitecs. 

Never,  Well,  miss,  I  saw  a  flea  once  in  yoor  ptaia, 
and  a  louse  is  a  man's  companion,  but  a  flea  is  a  dog  i 
companion  :  however,  I  wish  you  would  scntcfa  iB]f 
neck  with  your  pretty  white  haind. 
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Mm.  And  who  would  be  foo],  thenf  I  wou'dn^t 
touch •  want  flesh  for  tho  univene.  You  hare  €be 
wnog  nw  by  the  ear,  I  anure  you  ;  that's  meat  for 
]roarinaitcr. 

Siur,  Miss  Notable,  all  quamls  laid  aside,  pray 
ilep  hither  for  a  moment. 

Mm,  111  wash  my  hands,  and  wait  on  you,  sir ;  but 
pnj  come  hither,  and  try  to  open  this  lock. 

AVwr,  We'll  try  what  we  can  do. 

Mm.  We!— -what,  have  you  pigs  in  your  belly f 

Anvr.  Mill,  I  assure  you  I  am  very  handy  at  all 
thiogt. 

Miu.  Marry,  hang  them  that  can't  give  themselves 
•  good  word :  I  believe  you  may  have  an  even  hand 
to  throv  a  louse  in  the  fire. 

Col.  Wdl,  I  must  be  plain ;  here's  a  very  bad  smell. 

Miu.  Perhaps,  colonel,  the  fox  is  the  finder. 

AcMT.  So,  colonel;  'tis  only  your  teeth  against 
rain:  bat 

Mitt,  Cdooel,  I  find  yon  would  make  a  very  bad 
poor  Hum  f  jow. 

COLONIL  ct^ghimff. 
€U.  I  hare  got  a  sad  cold. 
Udf  A,  Ay ;  'tis  well  if  one  can  get  anything  these 

hard  timet. 

Mm,  [7b  Co/.]   Choke,  chicken,  there's  more  a- 

hatcbing. 

^  S.  Pmy,  coloael,  how  did  you  get  that  cold? 

Spark.  Why,  madam,  I  suppose  the  colonel  got  it 
h7  7>Dg  a-bed  barefoot. 

Udi/  A.  Why  then,  colonel,  you  must  take  it  for 
wttff  for  wotM,  as  a  man  takes  his  wife. 

C«/.  Well,  ladies^  I  apprehend  you  without  a  con- 

•table. 

Mitt.  Mr.  Neverout!  Mr.  Neverout!  come  hither 
thii  moment 

l^dy  S,  [Imitatittg  her.]  Mr.  Neverout!  Mr.  Never- 
out !  I  wish  he  were  tied  to  your  girdle. 

AfMT.  What's  the  matter  f  whose  mare's  dead  now  1 

Mitt»  Take  your  labour  for  your  pains ;  you  may 
P  bsek  again,  like  a  fool,  as  you  came. 

Artw.  Well,  miss,  if  you  deceive  me  a  second  time, 
tM  my  faolL 

Ladif  S,  Colonel,  methinka  your  coat  is  too  short 

C<ii.  It  will  be  long  enough  before  I  get  another. 

Mm.  Come,  come;  ;the  coat's  a  good  coat,  and 
rome  of  good  friends. 

AW.  Ladies,  you  are  mistaken  in  the  stuff:  'tis 

haJfulk. 

Ca/.  Tom  Neverout,  you  are  a  fool,  and  that's  your 

A  grmi  moim  behw. 
Udy  S.  Hey,  what  a  clattering  is  here !  one  would 
thiiik  bell  was  broke  loote. 
'^m.  Indeed,  madam,  I  must  take  my  leave,  for  I 

»»twell.  ' 

/^  S,  What !  you  art  sick  of  the  mulligrubs 
vith  eating  chopped  hay  f 

Mitt.  No,  indeed,  madam ;  I'm  sick  and  hungry, 
*«e  need  of  a  cook  than  a  doctor. 

^^  A.  Poor  miss !  she's  tick  as  a  cushion ;  she 
*ttU  nothing  but  stuffing. 

OjL  If  you  are  sick,  you  shall  have  a  caudle  of 

Ancr.  I  can't  find  my  gloves. 

Afut.  I  saw  tiie  dog  running  away  with  some  dirty 
tiung  a  while  ago. 

Cb(.  Mias,  you  have  got  my  handkerchief;  pray, 
m  me  have  it 

Udif  S,  No;  keep  it,  miss;  for  they  tay  possssaion 
»•  'leven  noints  of  the  law. 

Miu.  Madam,  he  shall  never  have  it  again ;  'tis  in 
Wkster',  hands. 


Ladtf  A.  What!  I  set  *tis  raining  agab. 
Spark.  Why,  then,  madam,  we  must  do  as  they  do 
in  Spain. 
Miu,  Pray,  my  lord,  how  is  thatf 
Spark,  Why,  madam,  we  must  let  it  rain. 

Miss  whUpen  hdy  Smabt. 

Never,  There's  no  whispering,  but  there's  lying. 
Miu.  Lord'  Mr.  Neverout,  you  are  as  pert  as  a 
pearmonger  this  morning. 

Never.  Indeed,  miaa,  you  are  very  handsome. 
Mitt.  Poh !  I  know  that  already ;  tell  me  news. 

Somebodjf  knoeka  at  the  door. 
Footman  comet  in. 

Footman.  [To  Cot.]  An  please  your  honour,  there's 
a  man  below  wants  to  speak  to  you. 

Col.  Ladies,  your  pardon  for  a  minute.     [Goet  ottt. 

Ladjf  S.  Miss,  I  sent  yesterday  to  know  how  you 
did,  but  you  were  gone  abroad  early. 

MiMM.  Why,  indeed,  madam,  I  was  hunch'd  up  in  a 
hackney-coach  with  three  country  acquaintance,  who 
called  upon  me  to  take  the  air  as  far  as  Highgate. 

Lad^  S.  And  had  you  a  pleasant  airing! 

Min.  No,  madam ;  it  nuned  all  the  time ;  I  was 
jolted  to  death;  and  the  road  was  so  bad  that  I 
acream'd  every  moment,  and  called  to  the  coachman, 
Pray,  friend,  don't  spill  us. 

Never,  So,  miss,  you  were  afraid  that  pride  would 
have  a  fall. 

Aftsa.  Mr.  Neverout,  when  I  want  a  fool,  I'll  send 
for  you. 

Spark.  Miss,  didn't  your  left  ear  bum  last  night  ? 

Miu.  Pray  why,  my  lord  % 

Spark.  Because  I  was  then  in  some  company  where 
you  were  extolled  to  the  skies,  I  assure  you. 

MiM.  My  lord,  that  was  more  their  goodness  than 
my  desert 

Spark.  They  said  that  you  were  a  complete  beauty. 

^laa.  My  lord,  I  am  as  God  made  me. 

Lad^  S.  The  girl's  well  enough,  if  she  had  but 
another  nose. 

Mist,  O!  madam,  I  know  I  shall  always  have 
your  good  word ;  you  love  to  help  a  lame  dog  over  the 

stile. 

Oneknockt. 

Latfy  &  Who's  there  f  you're  on  the  wrong  side  of 
the  door;  come  in,  if  you  be  fat. 

Colonel  comet  in  again. 

Spark,  Why,  colonel,  you  art  a  man  of  great  busi- 
neas.] 

Coi.  Ay,  ay,  my  <lord,  I'm  like  my  lord  mayor's 
fool,  full  of  business  and  nothing  to  do. 

Latfy  5.  My  lord,  don't  you  think  the  colonel's 
mightily  fall'n  away  of  late  f 

iS^ri.  Ay,  fall'n  fVom  a  horseload  to  a  cartload. 

Col,  Why,  my  lord,  egad  I  am  like  a  rabbit,  fat 
and  lean  in  four-and-twenty  hours. 

Lady  S,  I  assure  you,  the  colonel  walks  as  straight 
as  a  pin. 

Miu,  Yes;   he's  a   handsome-bodied  man  in  tlit 

face. 

Never.  A  handsome  foot  and  leg ;  god>a- mercy  shoe 

and  stocking  I 

Col.  What  I  three  upon  one  I  that's  foul  play :  this 
would  make  a  parson  swear. 

Never.  Why,  miss,  what's  the  matter  f  you  look  as 
if  you  had  neither  won  nor  lost 

Col,  Why,  you  must  know,  miss  lives  upon  love. 

Mitt.  Yes,  upon  love  and  lumps  of  the  cupboard. 

Lady  A.  Ay  ;  they  say  love  and  pease-porridge  are 

two  dangerous  things ;  one  breaks  th«  heart ;  and  the 

other  the  belly. 
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Miu,  [Imitating  tody  AnnperalTt  tow.']  Very 
pretty  !  one  breaks  tlie  heart,  and  the  other  the  belly. 

Lady  A,  Have  a  care ;  they  say,  mocking  is 
catching. 

Miu.  I  never  heard  that. 

Never.  Why,  then,  miss,  you  have  a  wrinkle 

more  than  ever  you  had  before. 

Min.  Well  \  live  and  learn. 

Never.  Ay ;  and  be  haug*d  and  forget  all. 

MiM9.  Well,  Mr.  Neverout,  take  it  as  you  please; 
but,  I  swear,  you  are  a  saucy  Jack,  to  use  such  expres> 
sions. 

Never.  Why,  then,  miss,  if  you  go  to  that,  I  must 
tell  you  there's  ne'er  a  Jack  but  there  s  a  Gill. 

Miu.  O !  Mr.  Neverout,  everybody  knows  tliat  you 
are  the  pink  of  courtesy. 

Never.  And,  miss,  all  the  world  allows  that  you  are 
the  flower  of  civility. 

Lady  S.  MisB,  I  hear  there  was  a  great  deal  of 
company  where  you  visited  last  night:  pray,  who  were 
they? 

MisM.  Why,  tliere  was  old  lady  Forward,  miss  To- 
and-again,  sir  John  Ogle,  my  lady  Clapper,  and  I, 
quoth  the  dog. 

Col.  Was  your  visit  long,  miss  f 

Mist,  Why,  truly,  they  went  all  to  the  opera ;  and 
so  poor  pilgarlic  came  home  alone. 

Never.  Alackaday,  poor  miss !  methinks  it  grieves 
me  to  pity  you. 

Miu.  What !  you  think  you  said  a  fine  thing  now  ; 
well,  if  I  had  a  dog  with  no  more  wit,  I  would  hang  him. 

Spark.  Miss,  if  it  is  mainters,  may  I  ask  which  is 
oldest,  you  or  lady  Scuttle  9 

Miu.  Why,  my  lord,  when  I  die  for  age,  she  may 
quake  for  fear. 

Lady  S.  She's  a  very  great  gadder  abroad. 

Lat^  A.  Lord !  she  made  me  follow  her  last  week 
through  all  the  shops  like  a  Tantiny  pig. 

Lady  S.  I  remember,  you  told  me  you  had  been 
with  her  from  Dan  to  Beersheba. 

Colonel  tpitt. 

Col.  Lord !  I  shall  die ;  I  cannot  spit  from  me. 

Miu.  O !  Mr.  Neverout,  my  little  countess  has  just 
litter'd ;  speak  me  fair,  and  PU  set  you  down  for  a 
puppy. 

Never.  Why,  min,  if  I  speak  you  fair,  perhaps  I 
mayirt  tell  truth. 

Spark.  Ay,  but,  Tom,  smoke  that,  she  calls  you 
puppy  by  craft. 

Never.  Well,  miss,  you  ride  the  fore-horse  to-day. 

Miu.  Ay,  many  a  one  says  well,  that  thinks  ill. 

Never.  Fie,  miss ;  you  said  that  once  before ;  and, 
you  know,  too  mucli  of  one  thing  is  good  for  nothing. 

Miu.  Why,  sure  we  can't  say  a  good  thing  too  often. 

Spark,  Well,  so  much  for  that,  and  butter  for  fish  ; 
let  us  call  another  cause.  Pray,  madam,  does  your 
ladyship  know  Mrs.  Nice? 

Lady  S.  Perfectly  well,  my  lord:  she's  nice  by 
name  and  nice  by  nature. 

Spark.  Is  it  possible  she  could  take  that  booby, 
Tom  Blunder,  for  love  f 

Miu.  She  had  good  skill  in  hone-flesh  that  could 
choose  a  goose  to  ride  on. 

Lady  A.  Why,  my  lord,  'twas  her  fate  ;  they  say, 
marriage  and  hanging  go  by  destiny. 

Col.  I  believe  she'U  ne'er  be  burnt  for  a  witch. 

Spark.  They  say,  marriages  are  m  ade  in  heaven ; 
but  I  doubt,  when  she  was  married,  she  had  no  friend 
there. 

Never,  Well,  she's  got  out  of  God  s  blessing  into 
the  warm  sun. 

Col.  The  fellow's  well  enough,  if  he  had  any  guts  in 
his  brains. 


Lady  S.  They  say,  tliereby  hangs  a  (ale. 

Spark.  Why,  he  is  a  mere  hobbledelioy,  neither  s 
man  nor  a  boy. 

Miu.  Well,  if  I  were  to  choose  a  husband,  I  would 
never  be  married  to  a  little  man. 

Never.  Pray,  why  so,  misst  for  Aey  say,  of  all  evils 
we  ought  to  choose  the  least 

Miu.  Because  folks  would  say,  when  they  saw  os 
together,  There  goes  the  woman  and  her  husband. 

Col.  [To  lady  Smart.]  Will  your  ladyship  be  on 
the  Mall  to-morrow  night  9 

Lady  S.  No,  that  won't  be  proper ;  you  know  to- 
morrow's Sunday. 

Spark.  Wliat  then,  madam !  they  say,  the  letter 
day  the  better  deed. 

Lady  A.  Pray,  Mr.  Neverout,  how  do  you  like  lady 
FruMT 

Never.  Pox  on  her!  She  is  as  old  as  Poles (S/. 
Fault  Church). 

Miu,  So  will  you  be,  if  you  ben't  hanged  wben 
you're  young. 

Never.  Come,  miss,  let  us  be  friends :  will  you  goto 
tlie  Park  this  evening? 

Miu.  Witli  all  my  heart,  and  a  piece  of  mj  liver; 
but  not  with  you. 

Lady  S.  Til  tell  you  one  thing,  and  that's  not  two; 
I  am  aifraid  I  shall  get  a  fit  of  the  headach  t^nlay. 

Col,  O !  madam,  don't  be  afraid !  it  comes  with  a 
fright 

Miu,  [To  lady  Annverall.]  Madam,  one  of  yoor 
ladyship's  lappets  is  longer  than  t'other. 

Lady  A.  Well,  no  matter;  they  that  ride  on  a 
trotting  horse,  will  ne'er  perceive  it. 

Never,  Indeed,  miss,  your  lappets  hang  worse. 

Miu,  Well,  I  love  a  liar  hi  my  heart,  and  yon  6t 
me  to  a  hair. 

Miss  rites  up. 

Never.  Deuce  take  you,  miss;  you  trod  on  wy 
foot :  I  hope  you  don't  intend  to  come  to  my  Iwd-iid*. 

Miu.  In  troth,  you  are  afraid  of  your  frieudit,  awi 
none  of  them  near  you. 

Spark.  Well  said,  girl!  [Giving  her  a  MwA] 
Take  that :  they  say  a  chuck  under  the  chin  is  worth 
two  kisses. 

Lady  A,  But,  Mr.  Neverout  I  wonder  why  »ich  a 
handsome,  straight  young  gentleman  as  you  don  t  fe\ 
some  rich  widow. 

Spark.  Straight!  ay,  straight  as  my  leg,  and  tlist'f 
crooked  at  knee. 

Never.  Faith,  madam,  if  it  rained  such  widowi 
none  of  them  would  fall  upon  me.  Egad,  I  was  bom 
under  a  three-penny  planet,  never  to  be  worth  a  gnjst< 

La(fy  A.  No,  Mr.  Neverout;  I  believe  you  were 
bom  with  a  caul  on  your  head,  you  are  such  a 
favourite  among  the  ladies :  but  what  think  yon  of 
widow  Prim  ?  she's  immensely  rich. 

Never.  Hang  her !  they  say  her  father  was  a  baker. 

Lady  S.  Ay;  but  it  is  not,  What  is  she!  but. 
What  has  she  ?  now-a-days. 

Col,  Tom,  faith,  put  on  a  bold  face  for  ouce,  and  hare 
at  the  widow.     I'll  speak  a  good  word  for  you  to  h«T. 

Lady  A,Ay;l  warrant  youll  speak  one  word  fo 
him  and  two  for  yourself. 

Miu.  Well,  I  had  that  at  my  tongue's  end. 

Lady  A,  Why,  miss,  they  say  good  wits  jump. 

Never.  Faith,  madam,  I  had  rather  marry  a  woman 
I  loved  in  her  smock  tlian  widow  Prim  if  she  had  her 
weight  in  gold. 

Lady  S,  Come,  come,  Mr.  Neverout  marriage  » 
honourable,  but  housekeeping  is  a  shrew. 

Lady  A.  Consider,  Mr.  Neverout,  four  bare  legs  in 
a  bed  :  and  you  are  a  younger  brother. 

Col.    Well,  madam,  the  younger  brother  is  t'« 
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b(tt«r  (fntleman :  however,  Tom,  I  would  advife  you 
to  look  before  you  leap. 

^ark.  The  colonel  nya  true;   besides,  you  cant 
eiped  to  wire  and  thrive  in  the  same  year. 

J/itt.  [ShudtUringJ]  Lord !  there's  somebody  walk- 
if^  orer  my  grave. 

CoL  Pray,  lady  Answerall,  where  was  you  last  Wed- 
Doday,  wheii  1  did  myself  the  honour  to  wait  on  you  t 
I  think  your  ladyship  is  one  of  the  tribe  of  Gad. 
LofUf  A.  Why,  colonel,  I  was  at  church. 
Co/.  Nay,  then,  I  will  be  hang'd,  and  my  horse  too. 
AWvr.  I  believe  her  ladyship  was  at  a  church  with  a 
chimney  in  it 

Mm,  Lord,  my  petticoat !  how  it  hangs  by  jom- 
metry! 
AVrvr.  Perhaps  the  fault  may  be  in  your  shape. 
.Win.    \lAoking    aravefy.]    Come,    Mr.    Neverout, 
there's  do  jest  like  the  true  jest ;  but  I  suppose  you 
think  my  back  is  broad  enough  to  bear  everything. 
AW.  Madam,  I  humbly  beg  your  pardon. 
Mim.  Wdl,  sir,  your  pardon's  granted. 
Anw.  Well,  all  things  have  an  end,  and  a  pudding 
hai  two,  up-up-on  me-my  my  word.  [Stuttert. 

Mm.  What !  Mr.  Neverout,  can't  you  speak  with- 
out a  ipoonf 

Spark.  [To  huUf  Smart. "]  Has  your  ladyship  seen 
the  ducheas  since  your  falling  out  ¥ 

IaAi  S.  Never,  my  lord,  but  once  at  a  visits  and 
>he  looked  at  me  as  the  devil  looked  over  Lincoln. 
Ntver.  Pray,  miss,  take  a  pinch  of  my  snuff. 
Mm,  What!  you  break  my  head,  and  give  me  a 
plaster ;  well,  with  all  my  heart ;  once  and  not  use  it. 
A'enrr.   Well,  miss,  if  you   wanted  me  and  your 
victuals,  you'd  want  your  two  best  friends. 

Coi.  \To  Na>erout»\  Tom,  miss  and  you  must  kiss 
awl  be  friends. 

Nevebout  saUtteM  Miss. 

Mitt.  Anything  for  a  quiet  life:  my  nose  itch'd, 
and  I  knew  1  should  drink  wine,  or  kiss  a  fool. 
Cai,  Well,  Tom,  if  that  ben*t  fair,  hang  fair. 
Acorr.  I  never  said  a  rude  thing  to  a  lady  ip  my 

life. 

Mitt.  Here's  a  pin  for  that  lie  *,  I'm  sure  lian  had 
ticcd  of  good  memories.  Pray,  colonel,  was  not  he 
very  uncivil  to  me  but  just  now  ? 

l^  A.  Mr.  Neverout,  if  miss  will  be  angry  for 
nothing,  take  my  counsel,  and  bid  her  turn  the  buckle 
of  her  girdle  behind  her. 

A'ovr.  Come,  lady  Answerall,  I  know  better  things ; 
min  and  I  are  good  frienils;  don't  put  tricks  upon 
tiavelleis. 

f«^  Tom,  not  a  word  of  the  pudding,  I  beg  you. 

IMy  S.  Ah,  colonel!  youll  never  be  good,  nor 
then  neither. 

Spari,  Which  of  the  goods  d'ye  mean?  good  fur 
«nn<rtbing,  or  good  for  noUiing  1 

Miu,  1  have  a  blister  on  my  tongue,  yet  I  don't 
remember  I  told  a  lie. 

^>«fy  A,  I  thought  you  did  just  now. 

Spark.  Pray,  madam,  what  did  thought  do  ? 

lyuUf  S.  Well,  for  my  life,  I  cannot  conceive  what 
your  lordship  means. 

Spark.  Indeed,  madam,  I  meant  no  harm. 

^^3f  S.  No,  to  be  sure,  my  lord  !  you  are  as  inno- 
cent as  a  devil  of  two  years  old. 

AVtvr.  Madam,  they  say  ill -doers  are  ill-deemers ; 
but  I  don't  apply  it  to  your  ladyship. 

Miss,  mending  a  hok  in  her  lace. 

Mitt.  Well,  you  see  I'm  mending ;  I  hope  I  shall 
he  good  in  time.  Look,  lady  Answerall,  is  it  not  well 
mettdedf 

tody  A,  Ay,  this  is  something  like  a  tansy. 


Never,  Faith,  miss,  you  have  mended  as  a  tinker 
mends  a  kettle ;  stop  one  hole  and  make  two. 

Lady  S.  Pray,  colonel,  arc  you  not  very  much 
tann'd  f  ,       .„ 

Od.  Yes,  madam ;  but  a  cup  of  Christmas  ale  wdl 

soon  wash  it  off. 

Spark,  Lady  Smart,  does  not  your  ladyship  thmk 
Mrs.  Fade  is  greatly  altered  since  her  marriage  f 

Lady  A.  Why,  my  lord,  she  was  handsome  in  her 
time  ;  but  she  cannot  eat  her  cake  and  have  her  cake ; 
I  hear  she's  grown  a  mere  otomy. 

Lady  S.  Poor  creature!  the  black  ox  has  set  his 
foot  upon  her  already. 

Mitt,  Ay ;  she  has  quite  lost  the  blue  on  the  plum. 

Lady  S.  And  yet,  they  say,  her  husband  is  very 
fond  of  her  still. 

Lady  A.  O,  madam,  if  she  would  eat  gold  he 
would  give  it  her. 

Never.  ITo  lady  Smart.^  Madam,  have  you  heanl 
that  lady  Queasy  was  lately  at  the  playhouse  incog.  1 

LadM  S,  What!  lady  Queasy  of  all  women  in  the 
world  r  do  you  say  it  upon  rep.  f 

Never,  Poa,  I  saw  her  with  my  own  eyes ;  she  sat 
among  the  mob  in  the  gallery ;  her  own  ugly  phis : 
and  she  saw  me  look  at  her. 

Col,  Her  Uwlyship  was  plaguily  bamb'd ;  I  warrant 

it  put  her  into  the  hips. 

.  Never.  I  smoked  her  huge  nose,  and  egad,  she  put 
me  in  mind  of  the  woodcock,  that  strives  to  hide  hii 
long  bill,  and  then  thinks  nobody  sees  him. 

Col.  Tom,  I  advise  you  hold  jrour  tongue;  for 
you'll  never  say  so  good  a  thing  agam. 

Lady  S,  Miss,  what  are  you  looking  forf 

Mitt.  O,  madam,  I  have  lost  the  finest  needle— 

Lady  A,  Why,  seek  till  you  find  it,  and  then  you 
won't  lose  your  labour.  ,   «  » 

Never,  The  loop  of  my  hat  is  broke,  bow  shall  I 
mend  itf  [Ue/attent  it  with  a  pin,]  Well,  hang  him, 
say  I,  that  nas  no  shift. 

Mitt,  Ay,  and  hang  him  that  has  one  too  many. 
•  Never,  O,  miss,  I  have  heard  a  sail  story  of  you. 

Mitt,  I  defy  you,  Mr.  Neverout;  nobody  can  say 
black's  my  eye. 

Never,  I  believe  you  wiih  they  could. 

Mitt.  Well,  but  who  was  your  author!  Come,  tell 
truth  and  shame  the  devil. 

Never,  Come  then,  miss;  guess  who  it  was  that 
told  me?  come,  put  on  your  considering  cap. 

Mitt.  Well,  who  was  it  ? 

Never,  Why,  one  that  lives  within  a  mile  of  an  oak. 

Mitt.  Well,  go  hang  yourself  in  your  own  garters, 
for  I'm  sure  the  gallows  groans  for  you. 

Never.  Pretty  miss!  I  was  but  in  lest. 

Mitt,  Well,  but  don't  let  that  stick  in  your  giaard. 

Col,  My  lord,  does  your  lordship  know  Mrs.  Talkall  1 

Spark,  Only  by  sight;  but  I  hear  she  has  a  great 
deal  of  wit;  and,  egad,  as  the  saying  is,  mettle  to  the 
back. 

Lady  S.  So  I  hear.  ,   ,        , 

Col.  Why,  Dick  Lubber  said  to  her  t  other  day, 

Madam,  you  can't  cry  bo  to  a  goose :  yes,  but  I  can, 

said  she:  and,  egad,  cryM  bo  full  in  his  face.     We 

all  tliought  we  should  break  our  hearts  with  laughmg. 

I       Spark.  That  was  cutting  with  a  vengeance :  and, 

'  prithee,  how  did  the  fool  look  f 

Co^  Look!  egad,  he  look'd  for  all  the  world  like 
an  owl  in  an  ivy-bush. 

A  Child  comet  in  tcreaminy. 

Mitt.  Well,  if  that  child  was  mine,  Td  whip  it 
till  the  blood  came;  peace,  you  little  vixen  !  if  I  were 
near  you  1  would  not  be  far  from  you. 

Lady  S,  Ay,  ay !  bachelors'  wives  and  maids  chil- 
dren are  finely  tutor'd. 
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Lad»f  A,  Come  to  me,  master,  and  III  gire  you  a 
sugarplum.  Why,  ''miss,  yon  forget  that  ever  you 
was  a  child  yourself.  {Sht  giveg  the  child  a  lump  of 
tugar,']  I  have  heard  *em  say,  boys  will  long. 

Od.  My  lord,  I  suppose  you  know  that  Mr.  Buzsurd 
has  married  again. 

Lndjf  S.  This  is  his  fourth  wife ;  then  he  has  been 
shod  round. 

C*/.  Why,  you  must  know  she  had  a  month's  mind 
to  Dick  Prontless,  and  thought  to  run  away  with  him ; 
but  her  parents  forced  her  to  take  the  old  fellow  for  a 
good  settlement. 

Spark,  So  the  man  got  his  mare  again. 

Lady  S,  Tm  told  he  said  a  very  good  tiling  to  Dick  ; 
•aid  he,  You  think  us  old  fellows  are  fools ;  but  we 
old  fellows  know  young  fellows  are  fools. 

Col,  I  know  nothing  of  that ;  but  I  know  he's  devil- 
ish old,  and  she's  very  young. 

/xu/jr  A.  Why,  they  call  mat  a  match  of  the  world's 
making. 

MtMa.  What  if  he  had  been  youiig  and  she  old  t 

Never.  Why,  miss,  that  would  ^ve  been  a  match 
of  the  devil's  making ;  but  when  botli  are  young,  that's 
a  match  of  God's  making. 

Miss,  tearching  her  pocket  for  a  thimble^  brings  out  a 

mttm^. 

Never.  O,  miss,  have  a  care;  for  if  you  carry  a 
nutmeg  iu  your  pocket,  you'll  certainly  be  married  to 
an  old  man. 

Mist,  Well,  if  I  ever  be  married,  it  shall  be  to  an 
old  man :  they  always  make  the  best  husbands ;  and 
it  is  better  to  be  an  old  man's  darling  than  a  young 
man's  warling. 

^  A«c«r.  Faith,  miss,  if  you  speak  as  you  think,  I'll 
give  you  my  mother  for  a  maid. 

liADv  Smart  ringt  the  hell. 

Footman  comee  in. 

jMdff  S.  Harkee,  yon  Mlow;  mn  to  my  lady 
Match,  and  desire  she  will  remember  to  be  here  at  six 
to  play  at  quadrille:  d*ye  hear,  if  you  fall  by  the 
way,  don't  st^y  to  get  up  again. 

Foot.  Madam,  I  don  t  know  the  house. 

Lady  S.  That's  not  for  want  of  ignorance ;  follow 
your  nose ;  go,  inquire  among  the  servants. 

Footman  goee  out,  and  leavee  the  door  open. 

Ladjf  S.  Here,  come  back,  you  fellow;  why  did 
you  leave  the  door  open  f  Kemember,  that  a  good 
servant  must  always  come  when  he's  called,  do  what 
he's  bid,  and  shut  the  door  after  him. 

7^  Footman  goei  ami  again^  andfaUe  down  etain. 

Lady  A.  Neck  or  nothing ;  come  down,  or  111  fetch 
you  down :  well  but  I  hope  the  poor  fellow  has  not 
saved  the  hangman  a  labour. 

Never.  Pray,  madam,  smoke  miss  yonder,  biting 
her  lips,  and  playing  with  her  fan. 

Miu,  Who's  diat  takes  my  name  in  vain  f 

She  runs  up  to  them,  and /alls  down. 

Lady  S.  What  more  falling!  do  you  intend  the 
frolic  should  go  round  f 

Lady  A.  Why,  mioi,  I  wish  you  may  not  have 
broke  her  ladyship's  floor. 

Never.  Mils,  come  to  me,  and  111  take  you  up. 

Spark.  Well,'  but,  without  a  jest,  I  hope,  miss,  you 
are  not  hiut. 

Col.  Nay,  she  must  be  hurt  for  certain;  for  you 
see  her  head  is  all  of  a  lump. 

Miss.  Well,  remember  this,  colonel,  when  I  have 
money,  and  you  have  none. 

'  idy  S.  But,  colonel,  when  do  you  design  to  get  a 
,  and  a  wife,  and  a  fire  to  put  her  in  f 


Miss.  Lord !  who  would  be  married  to  a  loldier,  sod 
carry  his  knapsack  f 

Never.  O,  madam  :  Man  and  Venus,  you  know. 

Col.  Egad,  madam,  I'd  marry  to-monow,  if  I 
thought  I  could  bury  my  wife  just  when  the  hooey* 
moon  is  over :  but,  they  say,  a  woman  has  as  many 
lives  as  a  cat. 

Lady  A.  1  find  the  colonel  thinks  a  dead  wifeundn 
the  table  is  the  best  goods  in  a  man*s  house. 

Lady  S.  O  but,  colonel,  if  you  had  a  good  wife, 
it  would  break  your  heart  to  pan  with  her. 

CoL  Yes,  madam ;  for  they  say,  he  that  has  lost  bit 
wife  and  sixpence,  has  lost  a  tester. 

nS,  But,  colonel,  they  say,  that  every  married 
ould  believe  there's  but  one  good  wife  in  the 
World,  and  ^that's  hu  own. 

Col.  For  all  that,  I  doubt,  a  good  wifo  must  be  be- 
spoke ;  for  there's  none  ready  made. 

Afiss.  I  suppose  the  gentleman's  a  woman*hater; 
but,  sir,  I  think  you  ought  to  remember  that  yoo  bad 
a  mother :  and  pny,  if  it  had  not  been  for  a  womsn 
where  would  you  have  been,  colonel  ? 

Col,  Nav,  miss,  you  cried  whore  fiiat,  when  you 
talked  of  the  knapsack. 

Latfy  A.  But  I  hope  you  won*t  blame  the  whole  sn 
because  some  are  bad. 

Never.  And  they  say  he  that  hates  woman,  snckel 
a  sow. 

CoL  O  madam ;  there's  no  general  rule  without  sn 
exception. 

Lady  S.  Then  why  don't  you  marry  and  settle  f 

Col.  Egad,  madam,  there's  nothing  will  settle  me 
but  a  bullet 

Spark.  Well,  colonel,  there's  one  comfort,  that  yoo 
need  not  fear  a  cannon-buUet. 

Col.  Why  so,  my  lord  f 

Spark,  Because  they  say,  he  was  cursed  in  bii 
mother's  belly  that  was  killed  by  a  cannon-buUet. 

Miss,  I  suppoae  the  colonel  was  crosaed  in  his  fint 
love,  which  makes  him  so  severe  on  all  the  sex. 

Lady  A.  Yes;  and  I'll  bold  a  hundred  to  one  tbst 
tile  colonel  has  been  over  bead  and  ean  in  love  with 
some  lady  that  has  made  his  heart  ache. 

Col.  O,  madam,  we  soldiers  are  admirers  of  all  the 
fair  sex. 

Miss.  I  wish  I  could  see  tlie  colonel  in  love  till  be 
was  ready  to  die. 

Lady  S.  Ay,  but,  I  doubt  few  people  die  for  lore  in 
these  days. 

Never,  Well,  I  confoss,  I  differ  from  the  colonel ;  for 
I  hope  to  have  a  rich  and  a  handsome  wife  yet  before 
I  die. 

Col,  Ay,  Tom;   live^  horse,  and  thou  shalt  hare 

Mtss.  Well,  colonel ;  but  whatever  you  say  agsii» 
women,  they  are  better  creatures  than  men  :  for  men 
were  made  of  clay,  but  woman  was  made  of  man. 

Col.  Miss,  you  may  say  what  you  please;  bat 
faith  you'll  never  lead  apes  in  hell. 

Never.  No,  no ;  1 11  be  sworn  miss  has  not  an  incb 
of  nun*s  flesh  about  her. 

Miss.  I  understumble  you,  gentlemen. 

Never.  Madam,  your  humblecumdumble. 

Spark.  Pray,  miss,  when  did  you  see  your  oM 
acquaintance,  Mrs.  Cloudy  f  you  and  she  aie  tvm 
I  hear. 

Miss,  See  her !  marry,  I  don't  care  whether  I  erer 
see  her  again  !  God  bless  my  eyesight ! 

Lady  A.  Lord !  whv  she  and  you  were  as  great  ai 
two  inkle-weavers.  I  ve  seen  her  hug  you  as  tbe 
devil  hugged  the  witch. 

Miss.  That's  true;  but  I'm  told  for  certain  8be'« 
no  better  than  she  should  be. 

Lady  S,  Well,  God  mend  ui  all ;  but  you  mu^ 
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allov  ihf  world  U  very  oeniorioof ;  I  never  heard  that 
■be  VM  a  naughty  pack. 

CUL  [7*0  Neverout.]    Come>  lir  Thomas,  when  the 
iing  pleiKS,  when  do  you  intend  to  march? 

Spark,  Have  patience.     Tom,  it  your  friend  Ned 
Rattle  married  f 

Anvr.  Yet,  fiiitfa,  my  lord ;  he  has  tied  a  knot  with 
his  tongue  that  he  can  never  untie  with  his  teeth. 

Ludjf  S.  Ah  !  many  in  haste,  and  repent  at  leisure. 

ladif  A,  Has  he  got  a  good  fortune  with  his  lady  f 
for  they  say  something  has  some  savour,  but  nothing 
hss  no  flavour. 

AViYT.  Faith,  madam,  all  he  gets  by  her  he  may  pat 
ioto  hif  eye  and  see  never  the  worse. 

Mia.  Then,  I  believe  he  heartily  wishes  her  in  Abra- 
ham's bosom. 

CU.  Pray,  my  lord,  how  does  Charles  Limber  and 
Us  fine  wife  agree  f 

Sfurk,  Why,  they  say  he's  die  greatest  cuckold  in 
ewn. 

AW.  O  but,  my  lord,  you  should  always  except 
my  lord  may6r. 

Miu,  Mr.  Neverout! 

ATcfKr.  Hay,  nudam,  did  you  call  met 

Miit.  Hay !  why,  hay  is  for  horses. 

Acnrr.  Why  miss,  then  you  may  kiss — 

CW.  Pkay,  my  lord,  what's  o'clock  by  your  oracle  1 

Spark,  Faith,  I  can't  tell ;  I  think  my  watch  runs 
opon  wheels. 

Stnr,  Mm,  pray  be  so  kind  to  call  a  servant  to 
hring  me  a  glass  of  small  beer :  I  know  you  are  at 
heme  here. 

Mui.  Every  fool  can  do  as  they^re  bid:  make  a 
psge  of  ycRxr  own  age,  and  do  it  yourself. 

AVt«r.  Choose,  proud  fool ;  I  did  but  ask  you. 

Miss  pttis  ktr  hand  upon  her  knee, 

AVwr.  What,  miss,  are  you  thinking  of  your  sweet- 
heart f  is  your  garter  slipping  down  f 

Miss,  Pnj,  Mr.  Neverout,  keep  your  breath  to  cool 
your  porridge ;  you  measure  my  com  by  your  busheL 
AVwr.  Indeed,  miss,  you  lie — 
ifut.  Did  you  ever  hear  any  thbg  so  rude  9 
AVwr.  I  mean,  you  lie— under  a  mistake. 
Miu.  If  a  tiioonnd  lies  could  choke  you,  you  would 
hare  teen  choked  many  a  day  ago. 

Miss  iiriveg  to  amaick  Mr.  Neveeout'b  trntf-hax. 

AVwr.  Madam,  you  missed  that,  as  you  missed  your 
mother  s  Uessing. 

Ske  trie$  again,  and  minea. 


ATcwr.  Snap  shcwt  makes  you  look  so  lean,  miss. 

AHm,  Poh  f  you  are  so  robustious,  you  had  like  to 
put  Mit  my  eye ;  I  assure  you,  if  you  blind  me,  you 
miitt  lead  me. 

Ijadjf  S.  Dear  mm,  be  quiet ;  and  bring  me  a  pin> 
cushion  out  of  that  closet. 

Miss  ^mou  the  cheet  door  and  aqmalU. 

iMlf  S.  Lord  bless  the  girl !  what's  the  matter  now  f 

Mitt,  I  vow,  madam,  1  saw  something  in  black ;  I 
thmght  it  was  a  spirit. 

CoL  Why,  miss,  did  vou  ever  see  a  spirH  f 

Miu.  No,  sir ;  I  thank  God  I  never  saw  anything 
vone  than  myself. 

AVner.  Well,  I  did  a  very  foolish  thing  yesterday, 
snd  was  a  gR«t  puppy  for  my  pains. 

Mi$B,  Very  likely ;  for  they  say,  many  a  true  word's 
spoken  in  jest. 

FoOTM  AM  relume. 

Lady  S.  Well,  did  you  deliver  your  message t  you 
are  fit  to  be  sent  lor  sorrow,  you  stay  so  long  by  the 
way. 

Foot,  Madam,  my  lady  was  not  at  home,  so  I  did 
not  leave  the  message. 


Ladif  S*  This  it  is  to  send  a  fool  of  an  errand. 

Spark,  [Looking  at  hie  watdt,]  "Tis  post  twelve 
o'clock. 

Ladg  S.  Well,  what  is  that  among  all  us  f 

Spark.  Madam,  I  must  take. my  leave:  come,  gen- 
tlemen, are  you  for  a  march  f 

Ladg  S,  Well,  but  your  lordship  and  the  colonel 
will  dine  with  us  tO'day ;  and,  Mr.  Neverout,  I  hope 
we  shall  have  your  good  company ;  there  will  be  no 
soul  else,  beside  my  own  loid  and  these  ladies;  for 
everybody  knows  I  hate  a  crowd ;  I  jrould  rather 
want  victuals  than  elbow-room ;  we  dine  punctually 
at  three. 

Spark,  Madam,  well  be  sure  to  attend  your  lady- 
ship. 

Col,  Madam,  my  stomach  serves  me  instead  of  a 
clock. 

Another  Footman  comet  back. 

Lady  S,  Oh !  you  are  the  t*other  fellow  I  sent;  well, 
have  you  been  with  my  lady  Club  f  you  are  good  to 
send  of  a  dead  man's  errand. 

Foot,  Madam,  my  lady  Cfbb  begs  your  ladyship's 
pardon :  but  she  is  engaged  to-night, 

Miu,  Well,  Mr.  Neverout,  here's  the  back  of  my 
hand  to  you. 

Never,  Miss,  I  find  you  will  have  the  last  word. 
Indies,  I  am  more  yours  than  my  own. 


DIALOGUE  th 

Lord  Smart  and  the  former  company  at  three  o'oJbcA 

coming  to  dino.    After  eahttatione. 

Smart,  I'm  sorry  I  was  not  at  home  this  morning 
when  you  all  did  us  the  honour  to  call  here ;  but  I 
went  to  the  levee  to-day. 

Spark,  Oh !  my  lord ;  I  am  sure  the  loss  was  ours. 

Lady  S,  Gentlemen  and  ladies,  you  are  come  [to  a 
sad  dirty  house ;  I  am  sorry  for  it,  but  we  havehad 
our  hands  in  mortar. 

Spark,  Oh !  madam ;  your  ladyship  is  pleased  to  say 
so;  but  I  never  saw  anything  so  clean  and  so  fine;  I 
profess  it  is  a  perfect  paradise. 

Lady  S.  My  loni^  your  lordship  is  always  very 
obliging. 

Spark,  Pray,  madam,  whose  picture  is  diatf 

Lady  S,  Why,  my  lord,  it  was  drawn  for  me. 

Spark,  111  swear  the  painter  did  not  flatter  your 
ladyship. 

6ol,  My  lord,  the  day  is  finely  cleared  up. 

Smart,  Ay,  colonel;  'tis  a  pity  that  fiiir  weather 
should  ever  do  any  hann.  [To  ATevrrostf.]  Why,  Tom, 
you  are  high  in  the  mode. 

Never,  My  lord,  it  is  better  to  be  out  of  the  world 
than  out  of  die  ftshion. 

Smart,  But,  Tom,  I  hear  you  and  miss  are  always 
quarrelling :  I  fear  it  is  your  fault ;  for  I  can  assure 
you  she  is  very  good-humoured. 

Never.  Ay,  my  lord ;  so  is  the  devil  when  he's 
pleased. 

Smart.  Miss,  what  do  you  think  of  my  friend  Tom  t 

^ASf .  My  lord,  I  diink  he's  not  the  wisest  man  in  the 
world ;  and  truly  he's  sometimes  very  rude. 

I^rk,  That  may  be  true ;  but  yet,  he  diat  hangs 
Tom  for  a  fool  may  find  a  knave  in  the  halter. 

^tss.  Well,  however,  I  wish  he  were  hanged,  if  it 
were  only  to  try. 

Never,  Well,  miss,  if  I  must  be  hanged.  I  won't 
go  far  to  choose  my  gallows ;  it  shall  be  anout  your 
fair  neck. 

Miae,  III  see  your  nose  cheese  first  and  the  dogs 
eating  it;  but,  my  lord,  Mr.  Neverout *s  wit  begins 
to  run  low ;  for,  I  vow,  he  said  this  before ;  pray, 
colonel,  give  him  a  pinch,  and  111  do  as  much  for  you. 
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Spark,  Bf  7  lady  Smart,  your  ladyship  has  a  very 
fine  scarf. 

Ladjf  S.  Yeg,  my  lord ;  it  will  make  a  flaming  figure 
in  a  country  church. 

Footman  comes  in, 

Fhot,  Madam,  dinner's  upon  the  table. 

Col,  Faith,  I  am  glad  of  it ;  my  belly  began  to  cry 
cupboard. 

Never,  I  wish  I  may  nerer  hear  worse  news. 

Miu.  What !  Mr.  Neverout,  you  are  in  great  haste ; 
I  believe  your  belly  thinks  your  throat  is  cut 

Never,  No,  faith,  miss;  three  meals  a-day,  and  a 
good  supper  at  night,  will  serve  my  turn. 

Miss.  To  say  the  truth,  I  m  hungry. 

Never,  And  I'm  angry ;  so  let  us  both  go  fight. 

T^ey  go  in  to  dinner^  and,  after  the  usual  compliments^ 

take  their  seats. 

Lady  S,  Lfldies  and  gentlemen,  will  you  eat  any 
oysters  before  dinner  t 

CoL  With  all  my  h^|rt  [Takes  an  oyster,^  He  was 
a  bold  man  that  first  ate  an  oyster. 

Ladtf  S.  They  say  oysters  are  a  cruel  meat,  because 
we  eat  them  alive:  then  thev  are  an  uncharitable 
meat,  fur  we  leave  nothing  to  tne  poor ;  and  they  are 
an  ungodly  meat,  because  we  never  say  grace. 

Never,  Faith,  that's  as  well  said  as  if  I  had  said  it 
myself. 

Ladjf  S,  Well,  we  are  well  set  if  we  be  but  as  well 
served :  come,  colonel,  handle  your  arms ;  shall  I  help 
you  to  some  beef? 

Col,  If  your  ladyship  please ;  and  pray,  don't  cut 
like  a  mother-in-law,  but  send  me  a  large  slice :  for  I 
love  to  lay  a  good  foundation.  I  vow,  'tis  a  noble  sir- 
lorn. 

Never,  Ay ;  here's  cut  and  come  again. 

Miss,  But  pray,  why  is  it  called  a  sirloin  f 

Smart.  Why  you  must  know,  that  our  king  James  I., 
who  loved  good  eating,  being  invited  to  dinner  by  one 
of  his  noblei^  and  seeing  a  large  loin  of  beef  at  his  table, 
he  drew  out  his  sword,  and  in  a  frolic  knighted  it.  Few 
people  know  the  secret  of  this. 

Spark,  Beef  is  man's  meat^  my  lord. 

Smart.  But,  my  lord,  I  say  beef  is  the  king  of  meat. 

Miu.  Pray  what  have  I  done,  that  I  must  not  have 
a  plate  f 

Lady  S,  [To  lady  A.]  What  will  your  ladyship 
please  toeat? 

Laify  A,   Pray,  madam,  hdp  yourself. 

CoL  They  say,  eating  and  scratching  wants  but  a  be- 
ginning :  if  you'll  give  me  leave.  111  help  myself  to  a 
liice  of  this  shoulder  of  veal. 

Lady  S.  Colonel,  you  can't  do  a  kinder  thing ;  well, 
you  are  all  heartily  welcome^  as  I  may  say. 

Col.  They  say  there  are  thirty  and  two  good  bits  in 
a  shoulder  of  veal. 

Lady  S,  Ay,  colonel,  thirty  bad  bits  and  two  good 
ones ;  you  see  I  understand  you ;  but  I  hope  you  have 
got  one  of  the  two  good  ones. 

Never,  Colonel,  111  be  of  your  mess. 

Oil,  Then  pray,  Tom,  carve  for  yourself;  they  say, 
two  hands  in  a  dish,  and  one  in  a  purw :  Hah!  said  I 
well,  Tom  f 

Never,  Colonel,  you  spoke  like  an  oracle. 

3ffft.  [TV)  lady  A,]  Madam,  will  your  ladyship 
help  me  to  some  fish  ? 

Smart.  [To  Neverout.]  Tom,  they  say  fish  should 
swim  thrice. 

Never.  How  is  that,  my  lord  f 

Smart,  Why,  Tom,  first  it  should  swim  in  the  sea, 
(do  you  mind  me  f)  then  it  should  swim  in  butter ; 
and  at  last,  sirrali,  it  should  swim  in  good  claret.  I 
think  I  have  made  it  out.  • 


Pbot.  [To  lord  Smart,]  My  lord,  sir  John  Linger 
is  coming  up. 

Smart.  God  so !  I  invited  him  to  dine  with  me  to- 
day, and  forgot  it :  well,  desire  him  to  walk  in. 

SiB  John  Linobb  oonus  in. 

Sir  J,  What!  you  are  at  it!  why  then  111  be  gone. 

Laify  S.  Sir  John,  I  beg  you  will  sit  down;  come, 
the  more  the  merrier. 

Sir  J.  Ay ;  but  the  fewer  the  better  cheer. 

Lae^  S,  Well,  I  am  the  wont  in  the  world  at  making 
apologies ;  it  was  my  lord's  fault :  I  doubt  you  must 
kiss  the  hare's  foot. 

Sir  /.  I  see  you  are  fast  by  the  teeth. 

Col,  Faith,  sir  John,  we  are  killing  that  that  woald 
kill  us. 

Spark,  You  see,  sir  John,  we  are  upon  a  bnsmeH  of 
life  and  death ;  come,  will  you  do  as  we  do?  yoo  are 
come  in  pudding-time. 

Sir  /.  Ay ;  this  would  be  doing  if  I  were  dead. 
What !  you  keep  court  hours,  I  see :  111  be  going,  and 
get  a  bit  of  meat  at  my  inn. 

Lady  S.  Why,  we  won't  eat  you,  sir  John. 

Sir  /.  It  is  my  own  fault ;  but  I  was  kept  by  a  feliov, 
who  l)ought  some  Derbyshire  oxen  of  me. 

Never,  Vou  see,  sir  John,  we  stayed  for  you  as  one 
horse  does  for  another. 

Lady  S.  My  lord,  will  you  help  sir  John  to  wnie 
beef  t  Lady  Answerall,  pray  eat,  you  see  your  din- 
ner;  I  am  sure,  if  we  had  known  we  should  have  nidi 
good  company,  we  should  have  been  better  provided; 
but  you  must  take  the  will  for  the  deed.  I  m  ainid 
you  are  invited  to  your  loss. 

Col.  And  pray,  sir  John,  how  do  you  like  the  town? 
you  have  been  absent  a  long  time. 

Sir  /.  Why,  I  find  liUle  London  stands  just  where 
it  did  when  I  left  it  last 

Never.  What  do  you  think  of  Hanover-square  f  Why, 
sir  John,  London  is  gone  out  of  town  since  you  saw  it. 

Lady  S.  Sir  John,  I  can  only  say,  you  are  beait- 
ily  welcome ;  and  I  wish  I  had  something  better  for 
you. 

0>/.  Here's  no  salt;  cuckolds  will  run  away  with 
the  meat. 

Smart,  Pray  edge  a  little,  to  make  more  room  ff 
sir  John :  sir  John,  fall  to :  you  know  half  an  hour  is 
soon  lost  at  dinner. 

Sir  J,  I  protest,  I  can't  eat  a  bit,  for  I  took  ihsit 
of  a  beeftteak  and  two  mugs  of  ale  with  my  chafiMii, 
besides  a  tankard  of  March  beer,  as  soon  as  I  got  out 
of  my  bed. 

Lady  A.  Not  fresh  and  fasting,  I  hope  f 

Sir  J.  Yes,  faith,  madam;  I  always  wash  mr 
kettle  before  I  put  the  meat  in  it 

Lady  S.  Poh !  sir  John,  you  have  seen  nine  bouKS 
since  you  ate  last :  come,  you  have  kept  a  comer  in 
your  stomach  for  a  piece  of  venison  pasty. 

Sir  J,  Well,  ril  try  what  I  can  do  when  it 
comes  up. 

Lady  A,  Come,  sir  John,  you  may  go  further  and 
fare  worse. 

Miu.  [7b  Neverout.]  Pray,  Mr.  Nevenmt,  will  jou 
please  to  send  me  a  piece  of  tongue  1 

Never.  By  no  means,  madam  :  one  tongue  is  enougfi 
for  a  woman. 

Col.  Miss,  here's  a  tongue  that  never  told  a  lie.  ^ 

Miu.  That  was,  because  it  could  not  speak.  Whr, 
colonel,  I  never  told  a  lie  in  my  life. 

Never,  I  appeal  to  all  the  company,  whether  that  w 
not  the  greatest  lie  that  ever  was  toldf 

Col.  [To  Neverout.]  Prithee,  Tom,  send  me  Ae  two 
legs,  and  rump,  and  liver  of  that  pigeon ;  for,  yoa 
must  know,  I  love  what  nobody  else  loves. 

Never.  But  what  if  any  of  the  ladies  should  hog . 
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WdL  hen  take  it,  mod    die  d ^1  do  you  good 

with  it. 

I^  A,  Well ;  tbit  eating  and  drinkiDg  takes  away 

t  bodj  f  ilDmach. 
Stttr.  I  am  sure  I  have  lott  mine. 
Mtu,  What  J  the  bottom  of  it,  I  suppoee  f 
AW.  No,  teally,  min ;  I  hare  quite  lott  it 
i6«.  I  iboald  be  rery  lorry  a  poor  body  had  found 

it 

UAf  S.  But,  nr  John,  we  hear  you  are  married 
iinoe  ve  ttw  you  last :  what!  you  hare  stolen  a  wed- 
duiffitmetaal 

^  J.  Well ;  one  can*t  do  a  foolish  thing  once  in 
ooe'i  life,  but  one  must  hear  of  it  a  hundred  times. 

rw.  And,  pray,  sir  John,  how  does  your  lady  un- 
knomf 

Sir  J.  Uj  wife  8  well,  colonel,  and  at   your  ser- 
vice in  a  df  il  way.     Ha,  ha !  [He  taught. 
Mm,  Vny,  sir  John,  is  your  lady  tall  or  short  f 
Sir  J.  Wby,  miss,  I  thank  God,  she  is  a  little  evil. 
Spari.  Come,  give  me  a  glass  of  claret 

Footman /A  Ami  a  btai^)er. 

Spark,  Wby  do  you  fill  so  much  t 

Stver.  If y  lord,  he  fills  as  he  loves  you. 

i^jf  S.  Miss,  shall  I  send  you  some  cucumber? 

Miu,  3fadam,  I  dare  not  touch  it :  for  they  say 
cucamben  are  cold  in  the  third  degree. 

l^  S,  Mr.  Nevenmt,  do  you  love  pudding  f 

AW.  ICsdam,  I  am  like  all  fools,  I  love  every- 
thing that  is  good ;  but  the  proof  of  the  pudding  is  m 
tike  eating. 

CoL  Sir  John,  I  hear  you  are  a  great  walker  when 
Pd  ve  at  home. 

Sir  J,  No,  faith,  colonel;  I  always  love  to  walk 
vith  a  horse  in  my  hand :  but  I  have  had  devilish  bad 
lock  in  hocse-flesh  of  late. 

Smart.  Why,  tfaen^  sir  John,  you  must  kiss  a 
pmon  •  wife. 

^^  S,  They  say,  sir  John,  that  your  lady  has  a 
gnafdealofwit 

.  Sir  J.  Madam,  she  can  make  a  pudding,  and  has 
JQ^  vit  enough  to  know  her  husband's  breeches  from 
aontber  man's. 

Smart,  My  lord  Sparkish,  I  have  some  excellent 
<^'<^ ;  will  you  please  to  taste  it  1 

Vant  My  lord,  I  should  like  it  well  enough,  if  it 
*ne  not  treacherous. 

Smart,  Pny,  my  lord,  how  ii  it  treacherous  f 

'*frk.  Because  it  smiles  in  my  face,  and  cuts  my 
^^t.  ^Uert  a  loud  laugh. 

Iftft.  Odd  so !  madam ;  your  knives  are  very  sharp, 
fcr  I  have  cut  my  finger. 

l^  S,  I  am  sorry  for  it:  pray  which  finger? 
'.God  bless  the  mark !) 

J^.  Why,  this  finger:  no,  *tis  this:  I  vow  I  can't 
find  which  it  is. 

A«t«r.  Ay ;  the  fox  had  a  wouud,  and  he  could  not 
^^1  vhcte,  &C.     Bring  some  water  to  throw  in  her  face. 

'Vm*.  Pray,  Mr.  Neverout,  did  you  ever  dnw  a 
■vord  b  anger  t  I  warrant  you  would  faint  at  the 
•ifbt  of  your  own  blood. 

^^  S.  Mr.  Neverout,  shall  I  send  you  some  veal  t 

AfTcr.  No,  madam,  I  don't  love  it. 

-foM.  Then  pray  for  them  tliat  do.  I  desire  your 
laa^ibip  will  aend  me  a  bit 

^^^^trt,  Tom,  my  service  to  you. 

A«nr.  My  lord,  diis  moment  I  did  myself  the  ho- 
(>*n)r  to  drink  to  your  lordship. 

Smart.  Why,  then,  that's  Hertfordshire  kindness. 

Aflvr.  Faith,  my  lord,  I  pledged  myself;  for  I 
dftiik  twice  toother  without  thinking. 

Spari,  Why,  then,  colonel,  my  humble  service  to 


Nevtr,  Pray,  my  lord,  don't  make  a  bridge  of  my 
nose. 

Spark.  Well,  a  glass  of  this  wine  is  as  comfortable  as 
matrimony  to  an  old  woman. 

Col.  Sir  John,  I  design,  one  of  thcae  days,  to  come 
and  beat  up  your  quarters  in  Derbyshire. 

Sir  J.  Faith,  colonel,  come,  and  welcome:  and 
stay  away,  and  heartily  welcome  :  but  you  were  bom 
widiin  the  sound  of  Bow  bell,  and  don't  care  to  stir  so 
far  from  London. 

Mito,  Pray,  colonel,  send  me  some  fritters. 

CoLONKL  tahet  them  out  with  hii  hand. 

CoL  Here,  miss ;  they  say  fingers  were  made  before 
forks,  and  hands  before  knives. 

Ladg  S.  Methiuks  this  pudding  is  too  much  boil'd. 

LaiL  A,  O  !  madam,  they  say  a  pudding  is  poison 
when  it  is  too  much  boil'd. 

Never,  Miss,  shall  I  help  you  to  a  pigeon  f  here*s  a 
pigeon  so  finely  roasted,  it  cries,  Come  eat  me. 

Miu.  No,  sir ;  I  thank  you. 

Never,  Why,  then  you  may  choose. 

Miu,  I  have  chosen  already. 

Netfer.  Well,  you  may  be  worse  ofl^er*d  before  you 
are  twice  married. 

TV  CohOVEL  JUlt  a  targe  plate  of  mmp. 

Smart.  Why,  colonel,  you  don*t  mean  to  eat  all 
that  soupf 

Col.  O !  my  lord,  this  is  my  sick  dish ;  when  Tm 
well  I'll  have  a  bigger. 

Miaa,  [7b  Cot,]  Sup,  Simon;  very  good  broth. 

Never.  This  seems  to  be  a  good  pullet* 

iKfitt.  I  warrant,  Mr.  Neverout  knows  what*s  good 
for  himself. 

Spark,  Tom,  I  shan't  take  your  word  for  it ;  help 
me  to  a  wing. 

Nkvbrout  trie$  to  cut  of  a  wing. 

Never.  Egad,  I  can't  hit  the  joint 

Spark.  Why  then,  think  of  a  cuckold. 

Never.  O !  now  I  have  nick'd  it. 

[Givet  it  to  Id,  Sparkiah. 

Spark.  Why,  a  man  may  eat  this,  though,  his  wife 
lay  a-dying. 

Col.  1Ptb,j^  friend,  give  me  a  glass  of  small  beer,  if  it 
be  good. 

Smart.  Why,  colonel,  they  say,  there  is  no  such 
thing  as  good  small  beer,  good  brown  bread,  or  a  good 
old  woman. 

Ladg  S,  [To  ladg  A.'\  Madam,  I  beg  your  lady- 
ship's pardon ;  I  did  not  see  you  when  1  was  cutting 
that  bit 

Ladg  A.  O !  madam  ;  after  you  is  good  manners. 

Ladg  S.  Lord !  here's  a  hair  in  the  sauce ! 

Spark,  Then,  madam,  set  the  hounds  after  it. 

Never,  Pray,  colonel,  help  me,  however,  to  some  of 
that  same  sauce. 

Col,  Come,  I  think  you  are  more  sauce  than  pig. 

Smart.  Sir  John,  cheer  up :  my  service  to  you  : 
well,  what  do  you  Uiink  of  the  world  to  comet 

Sir  J.  Truly,  my  lord,  I  think  of  it  as  little  as  I 
can. 

Ladg  S.  [Putting  a  akewer  on  a  plate.'X  Here  fake 
this  skewer,  and  carry  it  down  to  the  cook,  to  dress  it 
for  her  own  dinner. 

Never.  I  beg  your  ladyship's  pardon ;  but  this  small 
beer  is  dead. 

Ladg  S,  Why,  then,  let  it  be  buried. 

Col.  This  is  admirable  black-pudding  :  miss,  shall  I 
carve  you  some  f  I  can  just  carve  pudding  and  that's 
all ;  I  am  the  worst  carver  in  the  world ;  I  should 
never  make  a  good  chaplain. 

Miu,  No,  tliank  ye,  colonel ;  for  they  say  those  that 
eat  black-pudding  will  dieam  of  the  devil. 
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Smart.  O,  here  ooma  tbe  veniton  pagtrj:  here, 
take  the  soup  away.  [He  cuts  it  upy  and  taitet  the 
veniion,]  'Sbuds !  thU  Tenifon  is  musty. 

Neverout  eats  a  piece,  and  it  bums  his  mouth. 
Smart,  What's  the  matter,  Tom  ?  you  have  tears  in 
your  eyes,  I  think  :  what  dost  cry  for,  mant 

Never.  My  lord,  I  was  just  thinking  of  my  poor 
grandmother !  she  died  just  this  very  day  seven  years. 
Miss  takes  a  bit  and  bums  her  mouth. 

Never.  And  pray,  mils,  why  do  you  cry,  too  f 
3fiss.  Because  you  were  not  hang'd  the  day  your 
grandmother  died. 

Smart.  I'd  have  given  40/.,  miss,  to  have  nid  that. 
Col.  Egad,  I  think  the  more  I  eat  the  hungrier  I  am. 
Spark.   Why,   colonel,   they  say,  one  shoulder  of 
mutton  drives  down  another. 

Never.  Egad,  if  I  were  to  ikst  for  my  lifie,  I  would 
take  a  good  br^fast  in  tbe  morning,  a  good  dinner  at 
noon,  and  a  good  supper  at  night. 

Spark.  My  lord,  this  venison  is  plaguily  pepper'd ;  I 
your  cook  has  a  heavy  hand.  ' 

Smart.  My  lord,  I  hope  you  are  pepper-proof;  come,  I 
here*s  a  health  to  the  founders. 

Ladjf  S.  Ay ;  and  to  the  confounden,  too. 
Smart.  Lady  Answerall,   does  your  ladyship  love 
venison  f 

Lady  A.  No,  my  lord,  I  can't  endure  it  in  my  sight : 
therefore  please  to  send  me  a  good  piece  of  meat  and 
crust. 

Spark,  [Drinks  to  Neverout.]  Come,  Tom;  not 
always  to  my  friends,  but  once  to  you. 

Never.  [^Drinks  to  lady  Smart. \  Come,  madam ; 
here's  a  health  to  our  friends,  and  hang  the  rest  of  our 
kin. 

Lady  S.  [To  lady  A.'\  Madam,  will  your  ladyship 
have  any  or  this  hare  ? 

Lady  A.  No,  madam,  they  say  'tis  melancholy 
meat. 

Lady  S.  Then,  madam,  shall  I  send  you  the  brains? 
I  beg  your  ladyship's  pardon ;  for  they  say,  'tis  not 
good  manners  to  ofier  brains. 

Lady  A.  No^  madam ;  for  perhaps  it  will  make  me 
harebrafn'd. 

Never.  Miss,  I  must  tell  you  one  &ing. 
Miss,  [fi^th  a  glass  in  her  hand."]  Hold  your  toi^e, 
Mr.  Neverout ;  don't  speak  in  my  tip. 

Col.  W^ell,  he  was  an  ingenious  man  that  first  found 
out  eating  and  drinking. 

Spark.  Of  all  vittles  drink  digests  the  quickest : 
give  me  a  glass  of  wine. 

Never.  My  lord,  your  wine  is  too  strong. 
Smart.  Ay,  Tom,  as  much  as  you're  too  good. 
Miss.  This  almond- pudding  was  pure  good ;  but  it 
is  grown  quite  cold. 

Never.  So  much  tbe  better,  miss,  cold  pudding  will 
settle  your  love. 

Miss.  Ptay,  Mr.  Neverout,  are  you  going  to  take  a 
voyage f 

Never.  Why  do  you  ask,  miss? 
Miss.  Because  you  have  laid  in  so  much  beef. 
Sir  J.  You  two  have  eat    up  the  whole   pudding 
between  you. 

Miu.  Sir  John,  here's  a  little  bit  left ;  will  you 
please  to  have  it  9 

Sir  J.  No,  thankee ;  I  don't  love  to  make  a  fool  of 
my  mouth. 

Col.  [Calling  to  the  butler. "]  John,  is  your  small  beer 
good! 

Butler.  And  please  your  honour,  my  lord  and  lady 
like  it ;  I  think  it  is  good. 

Col.  Why,  then,  John,  dy'e  see,  if  you  are  sure  your 
small  beer  is  good,  d'ye  nuo-k  ?  then,  give  me  a  glass 
of  wine.  [All  laugh. 


CoXjONEL  tasting  Iks 

Smart.  Sir  John,  how  does  your  neighbour  Gatherall 
of  the  Peak  f    I  hear  he  has  lately  made  a  purchaae. 

Sir  J.  O !  Dick  Gatherall  knows  how  to  butter  l»< 
bread  as  well  as'any  man  in  Derbyshire. 

Smart.  Why  he  used  to  go  very  fine  when  lif  was 
here  in  town. 

Sir  J.  Ay ;  and  it  became  him,  as  a  saddle  becomei 

a  sow. 

Col.  I  know  his  lady,  and  I  think  she  is  a  very  good 

woman. 

Sir  J.  Faith,  she  has  more  goodness  iu  her  little 
finger  than  he  has  in  his  whole  body. 

Smart.  Well,  colonel,  how  do  you  like  that  wiwt 

Col.  This  wine  should  be  eaten,  it  is  too  good  lo  be 
drunk. 

Smart.  I'm  very  glad  you  like  it;  and  pray  don t 

spare  it. 

Col.  No,  my  lord*;  HI  never  starve  in  a  cook'«iho]v 
Smart.  And  pray,  sir  John,  what  do  you  say  to  my 

wine? 

Sir  J.  I'll  take  anotfaer  glass  first :  second  thoagbu 

are  best. 

Spark.  Pray,  lady  Smart,  you  sit  near  that  bam ; 
will  you  please  to  send  me  a  bit  ?  ^ 

La^  S.  With  all  my  heart.  [Sheaendshimapitfr.^ 
Pray,  my  lord,  how  do  you  like  it  f 

Spark.  I  think  it  is  a  limb  of  Lot's  wife.  [«««/«•' 
with  mustard.]  Egad,  my  lord,  your  mustaid  is  tar 
uncivil. 

Lady  S.  Why  uncivil,  my  lord  f 

Spark.  Because  it  takes  me  by  tlie  nose,  egsd. 

Lady  S.  Mr.  Neverout,  I  find  you  are  a  very  good 

carver. 

Col.  O,  madam,  that  is  no  wonder;  for  you  tmrf 
know,  Tom  Neverout  carves  o'  Sundays. 

Neverout  overturns  the  saitceOar. 

Lady  S.  Mr.  Neverout,  you  have  overturned  tli«  nit 
and  that's  a  sign  of  anger :  I'm  afraid  miss  and  jm 
will  fall  out. 

Lady  A.  No,  no ;  throw  a  little  of  it  into  tbe  fire. 

and  all  will  be  well. 

Never.  O,  madam,  the  falling  out  of  lovm,  p« 
know.  .   , 

Miss.  Lovers!  very  fine!  fall  out  with  bim.  i 
wonder  when  we  were  in. 

Sir  J.  For  my  part,  I  believe  tbe  young  gentlfworo*'' 
is  his  sweetheart,  there  is  so  much  fooling  and  mm 
betwixt  them :  Tm  sure,  they  say  in  our  country,  tiiat 
shiddle-come-sh — 's  the  beginning  of  love. 

Miu.  I  own  I  love  Mr.  Neverout  as  the  denl  l^^fj 
holy  water  :  I  love  him  like  pie,  I'd  rather  tbe  derJ 
had  him  than  I. 

Never.  Miss,  I'll  tell  you  one  thing. 

Miss.  Come,  here's  t'ye,  to  stop  your  mouth. 

Never.  I'd  rather  you  would  stop  it  with  a  ki«. 

Miss.  A  kiss!  marry  come  up,  mv  dirty  cou«n:J^ 
you  no  sicker  f  Lord !  1  wonder  what  fool  it  wwtiut 
first  invented  kissing ! 

Never.  Well,  I'm  very  dry. 

Miss.  Then  your'e  the  better  to  bam  and  the  w«« 
to  firy.  ^ 

Lady  A.  God  bless  yon,  colonel,  you  have  »  ?** 
stroke  with  you.  , 

Col.  O,  madam,  formerly  I  could  eat  all,  butiwti 
leave  nothing ;  I  eat  but  one  meal  a-day.       ^ 

Miss.  What!  I  suppose,  colonel,  thai  m  "«" 
morning  till  night  f 

Never.  Faith,  miss ;  and  well  was  his  wont 

Smart.  Pray,  lady  Answerall,  taste  thb  bit  of  t*^ 
nison.  i 

Lady  A.  I  hope  your  lordship  will  set  aie  »  P^ 
example. 
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Smart,  Here  8  a  gbw  of  eider  flllM :  min,  you  must 
iliiuk  it 

Mm,  Iwleed,  my  lord,  I  can't. 

AW.  Come,  min;  better  belly  burst  than  good 
liquor  be  lost. 

JAn.  Pish !  well,  in  life  there  vas  never  anything 
•0  teaiing ;  I  had  rather  shed  it  iu  my  shoes :  I  wish 
it  wen>  iu  your  guts  for  my  share. 

Smart.  Mi.  Neverout,  you  ha  n*t  tasted  ray  cider 

Amr.  No,  my  lord ;  I  have  been  just  eating  soup ; 
and  thej  saj,  if  one  drinks  with  one's  porridge,  one 
will  cough  in  me's  grave. 

Smart.  Come,  take  miss  s  glass,  she  wish'd  it  was  in 
jour  guti ;  let  her  have  tier  wish  for  once  :  ladies  can*t 
sbidf  to  have  their  inclinations  cross'd. 

^^5.  [To  nr  /.]  I  think,  sir  John,  you  have  not 
tMted  the  venison  yet. 

Sir  J.  I  seldom  eat  it,  madam;  however,  please  to 
•end  me  a  little  4>r  the  crust 

Spark.  Why,  sir  John,  you  had  as  good  eat  the 
deriJ  as  the  broth  he  is  boiVd  in. 

CoL  Well,  this  eating  and  drinking  takes  away  a 
^y'l  stomach,  as  lady  AnswenJl  says. 

Anv.  I  have  dined  as  well  as  my  lord  mayor. 

Mm.  I  thought  I  could  have  eaten  this  wing  of  a 
c^ickra ;  bat  my  eye's  bigger  than  my  belly. 

Smart.  Indeed,  lady  Answerall,  you  have  eaten 
Botking. 

^^  ^.  Pray,  my  lord,  see  all  the  bones  on  my 
plate :  they  say  a  carpenter's  known  by  his  chi^. 
Amr.  Min,  will  you  reach  me  that  glass  of  jelly  f^ 
.Vist.  [Giviiig  it  to  Aim.]  You  see,  His  but  ask  and 

batf. 

AVner.  Misi,  I  would  have  a  bigger  glass. 

Mm.  What!  you  don't  know  your  own  mind; 
mare  neither  well,  full  nor  fasting  ;  I  think  that  is 
euougfa. 

-Vccer.  Ay,  one  of  die  enoughs;  I  am  sure  it  is 
litilf  moagh. 

Mm.  Yes;  but  vou  know,  sweet  things  are  bad  for 
the  teeth. 

V<TO-.  \n  bdy  A,]  Madam,  I  don't  like  that  part 
of  the  veal  you  sent  me. 

^¥  A,  Well,  Mr.  Nevprout,  I  find  you  are  a  true 
Knidiitintan ;  you  never  know  when  you  are  well. 

^^  Well,  I  have  made  my  whole  dinner  of  beef. 

Aoify  A.  Why,  colonel,  a  bellyful's  a  bellyful,  if  it 
l»  but  of  wheat-Straw. 

f"^-  Well,  alter  all,  kitchen  physic  is  die  best 

pHmc. 

'^  S.  And  the  best  doctors  in  the  world  are  doc- 
t«  Diet,  Doctor  Quiet,  and  Doctor  Merrymon. 
Spark,  What  do  you  think  of  a  little  house  well 

fiird? 

S*r  y.  And  a  Uttle  land  well  till'd  f 

^^^  Ay ;  and  a  little  wife  well  wiU'df 

Sfttr.  My  lady  Smart,  pray  help  me  to  some  of 
Abreast  of  that  goose. 

Smart.  Tom,  I  have  heard  that  goose  upon  goose  is 
«he  hftildiy. 

Viii.  What!  will  you  never  have  done  stuffing? 

Smart.  Tins  gooae  is  quite  raw:  well,  God  sends 
■^t,  but  the  devil  sends  cooks. 

';«wr.  Misi,  can  you  tell  which  is  the  gander,  the 
•hiie  goose  or  the  grey  goose  I 

Mm.  They  say,  a  fool  will  aik  more  questions  than 
w  wiwt  body  can  answer. 

^  Indeed,  mi«,  Tom  Neverout  has  posed  you. 
.  :.     •  ^1>y>  colonel,  every  dog  has  his  day ;  but  I 
Wwre  I  Ml  never  see  a  goose  again  without  thinking 
«'  Mr.  Nereront 

Smart.  Wen  said,  miss ;  faith,  girl,  thou  hast  brought 
«y«lf  off  cleverly.    Tom,  what  say  you  to  that! 


Col,  Faith,  Tom  is  nonpluas'd;  lie  looks  plaguily 
down  in  the  mouth. 

Mit§.  Why,  my  lord,  you  see  he  is  the  provokingest 
creature  in  life ;  I  believe  there  is  not  such  another  in 
the  varsal  world. 

Ladtf  A,  O,  miss,  the  world's  a  wide  place. 

Never,  Well,  miss.  111  give  you  leave  to  call  me  any- 
thing,  if  you  don't  call  me  spade. 

Smart.  Well,  but  after  all,  Tom,  can  you  tell  me 
what's  Latin  for  a  goose  f 

Never,  O,  my  lord,  I  know  that :  why,  brandy  is 
Latin  for  a  goose,  and  /aoe  is  Latin  for  a  candle. 

Afiat.  Is  that  manners,  to  show  your  learning  before 
ladies  f  Methinks  you  are  grown  very  brisk  of  a  sudden ; 
I  think  the  man's  glad  he's  alive. 

Sir  /.  The  devil  take  your  wit,  if  this  be  wit ;  for  it 
spoils  company :  pray,  Mr.  Butler,  bring  me  a  dram 
aher  my  goose ;  *tis  very  good  for  the  wholesomes. 

Smart.  Come,  bring  me  the  loaf;  I  sometimes  love 
to  cut  my  own  bread. 

^ftst.  I  suppose,  my  lord,  you  lay  longest  a-bed  to- 
day f 

Smttfi,  Miss,  if  I  had  said  so,  I  should  have  told  a 
fib ;  I  warrant  yoo  lay  a-bed  till  the  cows  came  home : 
but,  miss,  shall  I  cut  you  a  little  crust,  now  my  hand 
is  inf 

Miss,  If  you  please,  my  lord,  a  bit  of  undercrust. 

Never,  \^fVki^»ering  Miss,"]  I  find  you  love  to  lie 
under. 

Miss,  [Aloudy  jmshina  him  from  her,"]  What  does  the 
man  mean !  Sir,  I  don^  understand  you  at  all. 

Never,  Come,  all  quarrels  laid  aside  :  here,  miss,  may 
you  live  a  thousand  years.  [He  drinka  to  her. 

Miss,  Pniy,  sir,  don't  stint  me. 

Smart,  Sir  John,  will  you  taste  my  October  9  I  think 
it  is  very  good  ;  but  I  believe  not  equal  to  yours  in 
Derbyshire. 

Sir  J.  My  lord,  I  beg  your  pardon ;  but  they  say,  the 
devil  made  askers. 

Smtifi,  [  7b  the  hutler,]  Here,  bring  up  the  great 
tankard,  full  of  October,  ror  sir  John. 

Coi.  [Drinking  to  Miss,]  Miss,  your  health ;  may 
you  live  all  the  days  of  yotir  life. 

Ladv  A.  Well,  miss,  youll  certainly  be  soon  mar- 
ried ;  here's  two  bachelors  drinking  to  you  at  once. 

hadg  S,  Indeed,  miss,  I  believe  ytm  were  wrapt  in 
your  mother's  smock,  you  are  so  well  beloved. 

Miu,  Where's  my  knife t  sure  I  ha'n't  eaten  it :  O, 
here  it  is. 

Sir  J,  No,  miss ;  but  your  maidenhead  hangs  in  your 
light 

Miss,  Pray,  sir  John,  is  that  a  Derbyshire  compli- 
ment? Here,  Mr.  Neverout,  will  you  take  this  piece  of 
rabbit  that  you  bid  me  carve  for  youf 

Never.  I  don't  know. 

Miss,  Why,  take  it,  or  let  it  alone. 

Never,  I  will. 

Miss,  What  will  youf 

Never,  Why,  111  take  it,  or  let  it  alone. 

Miss,  Well,  you  are  a  provoking  creature. 

iSt'r  /.  [  Talking  with  a  glass  of  trine  in  his  hand.'\  I 
remember  a  fkrmer  in  our  country — 

Smart,  [Interrupting  him,]  Pmy,  sir  John,  did  you 
ever  hear  of  parson  Pidmer  f 

Sir  J.  No,  my  lord ;  what  of  him  t 

Smart,  Why,  he  used  to  preach  over  his  liquor. 

Sir  /.  I  heg  your  lordship's  pardon ;  here's  your 
lordship^s  healdi ;  I*d  drink  it  up,  if  it  were  a  mile  to 
the  bottom. 

Ladg  S,  Mr.  Neverout,  have  you  been  at  die  new 
play? 

Never.  Yes,  madam,  I  went  the  first  night. 

Lady  S.  Well,  and  how  did  it  take? 

Never,  Why,  madam,  the  poet  is  damn'd. 
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Sir  J*  God  forgiTC  you !  that*a  very  uncharitable  : 
you  ought  not  to  judge  so  rashly  of  any  Christian. 

Never.  [fVhiipere  lady  Smart. '\  Was  ever  such  a 
dunce!  How  well  he  knows  the  town!  See  how  he 
stares  like  a  stuck  pig !  Well,  but,  sir  John,  are  you  ac- 
quainted with  any  one  of  our  fine  ladies  yet  f 

Sir  /.  No ;  damn  your  fire-ships,  I  have  a  wife  of 
zny  own. 

Lady  S.  Pray,  my  lady  Answerall,  how  do  you  like 
these  preserved  oranges  f 

Lady  A,  Indeed,  madam,  the  only  fault  I  find  is,  that 
they  are  too  good. 

Lady  S.  O,  madam,  I  have  heard  Vm  say,  that  too 
good  is  stark  naught. 

Misg  drinking  part  of  a  glau  of  wine. 

Never,  Pray,  let  me  drink  your  snuff. 

Mi$a.  No,  indeed,  you  slum*t  drink  after  me ;  for 
you*ll  know  my  thoughts. 

Never.  I  know  them  already ;  you  are  thinking  of  a 
good  husband.  Besides,  I  can  tell  your  meaning  by 
your  mumping. 

Lady  S.  Pray,  my  lord,  did  not  you  order  the  butler 
to  bring  up  a  tankard  of  our  October  to  sir  John  ?  I 
believe  they  stay  to  brew  it. 

7^  butler  brings  up  the  tankard  to  sia  John 

Sir  J.  Won*t  your  ladyship  please  to  drink  first  f 

Lady  S.  No,  sir  John  ;  *tis  in  a  very  good  hand ;  I'll 
pledge  you. 

Col.  [To  Id.  Smart.']  My  lord,  I  love  October  as  well 
as  sir  John ;  and  I  hope  you  won't  make  fish  of  one 
and  flesh  of  another. 

Smart.  Colonel,  you  k  heartily  welcome.  Come, 
sir  John,  take  it  by  word  of  mouth,  and  then  give  it  to 
the  colonel. 

Sir  John  drinkt. 

Smart.  Well,  sir  John,  how  do  you  like  it  t 

Sir  /.  Not  as  well  as  my  own  in  Derbyshire ;  *tis 
plaguy  small. 

Lady  S.  I  never  taste  malt  liquor ;  but  they  say  it 
is  well  hopp'd. 

Sir  J,  Hopp'd ;  why,  if  it  had  hopp'd  a  little  further, 
it  would  have  hoppM  into  the  river.  O,  my  lord,  my 
ale  is  meat,  drink,  and  cloth ;  it  will  make  a  cat  speak 
and  a  wise  man  dumb. 

La<i^  S.  I  was  told  ours  was  very  strong. 

Sir  J.  Ay,  madam,  strong  of  the  water ;  I  believe 
the  brewer  foigot  the  malt,  or  the  river  was  too  near 
him.  Faith,  it  is  mere  whip-belly-vengeance ;  he  that 
drinks  most  has  the  worst  share. 

Col.  I  believe,  sir  John,  ale  is  as  plenty  as  water  at 
your  house. 

Sir  J.  Why,  faith,  at  Christmas,  we  have  many 
comers  and  goers ;  and  they  must  not  be  sent  away 
without  a  cup  of  Christmas  ale,  for  fear  they  should 
p        s  behind  the  door. 

Lady  S.  I  hear  sir  John  has  the  nicest  garden  in 
England ;  they  say,  'tis  kept  so  clean,  that  you  can't 
find  a  place  where  to  spit 

Sir  J.  O,  madam ;  you  are  pleased  to  say  so. 

Laify  S.  But,  sir  John,  your  ale  is  terrible  strong 
and  heady  in  Derbyshire,  and  will  soon  make  one 
drunk  and  sick ;  what  do  you  tljen  f 

Sir  J.  Why,  indeed,  it  is  apt  to  fox  one ;  but  our  way 
is,  to  take  a  hair  of  the  same  dog  next  mortiiug.  I 
take  a  new-laid  egg  for  breakfast ;  and  faith  one  should 
drink  as  much  aAer  an  egg  as  after  an  ox. 

Smart.  Tom  Neverout,  will  you  taste  a  glass  of 
October  f 

Never.  No,  faith,  my  lord ;  I  like  your  wine,  and 
won't  nut  a  churl  upon  a  gentleman ;  your  honour's 
claret  is  good  enough  for  me. 


Lady  S,  What!  is  this  pigeon  left  for  mauuers! 
Colonel,  shall  I  send  you  the  legs  and  rumpt 

Col.  Madam,  I  could  not  eat  a  bit  more  if  thehuui- 
was  fuU. 

Smart.  [Carving  a  partridae.]  Well,  one  may  ride 
to  Rumfora  upon  this  knife,  it  is  so  blunt. 

Lady  A.  My  lord,  1  beg  your  pardon ;  but  thej  sa; 
an  ill  workman  never  had  good  tools.  I 

Smart.  Will  your  lordship  have  a  wing  of  it t 

Spark.  No,  my  lord ;  I  love  the  wing  of  an  ox  i 
great  deal  better. 

Smart.  I'm  always  cold  after  eating. 

Col.  My  lord,  they  say,  that's  a  sign  of  long  li&. 

Smart.  Ay  ;  I  believe  J  shall  live  till  my  fnni«Uare 
weary  of  me. 

Col.  Pray,  does  anybody  here  hate  cheese  ?  I  voald 
be  glad  of  a  bit 

Smart.  An  odd  kind  of  fellow  dined  with  me  t'otht? 

day ;  and  when  the  cheese  came  upon  the  tablf,  hr 
pretended  to  faint ;  so  somebody  sai(^  Pray  take  a«AY 
the  cheese :  No,  said  I ;  pray  take  away  the  fool :  oiii 
I  wellt 

Here  a  hud  and  large  laugh.  | 

Col.  Faith,  my  lord,  you  served  the  coxcomb  rifht 
enough ;  and  therefore  I  wish  we  had  a  bit  of  jcw 
lordship's  Oxfordshire  cheese 

Smart.  Come,  hang  saving;  bring  us  up  ahal:- 
p'orth  of  cheese. 

Lady  A.  They  say,  cheese  digests  everything  ^ 
itself. 

A  footman  brings  a  great  u?hole  cheese. 

Spark.  Ay ;  this  would  look  handsome  if  anyWy 
should  come  in. 

Sir  J.  Well :  I'm  weily  brosten,  as  they  aj  io 
I^mcashire. 

lady  S.  O !  sir  John ;  I  would  I  had  something  t) 
brost  you  withal. 

Smart.  Comei  they  say,  'tis  merry  in  the  hall  wbfn 
beards  wag  all. 

Lady  S.  Miss,  shall  I  help  you  to  some  cheese,  ir 
will  yuu  carve  for  yourself? 

Never.  Ill  hold  fifty  pounds,  miss  won't  cot  th? 
cheese. 

Miss.  Pray,  why  so,  Mr.  Neverout  f 

Never,  O,  there  is  a  reason,  and  you  know  it  v" 
enough. 

Miss.  I  can't  for  my  life  understand  what  the  gn>* 
tleman  means. 

Smart.  Pray,  Tom,  change  the  discourse:  intn^'' 
you  are  too  bad. 

Col.  [fVhispers  Neverout. '[  Smoke  miss;  faith,  you 
have  made  her  fret  like  gum  taffeta. 

Lady  S,  Well,  but,  miss,  (hold  your  tongue,  Mr. 
Neverout,)  shall  I  cut  you  a  piece  of  cheese? 

Miu.  No,  really,  madam ;  I  have  dined  thia  ^ 
hour. 

Lady  S.  What!  quick  at  meat,  quick  at  worLthfT 
say. 

Sir  John  nods. 

Smart.  What!  are  you  sleepy,  sir  John?  dojia 
sleep  after  dinner  9 

Sir  /.  Yes,  faith  ;  I  sometimes  take  a  nap  after  m! 
pipe ;  for  when  the  belly  is  full,  the  bones  would  beatres^ 

Lady  S.  Come,  colonel ;  help  yourself,  and  vikit 
friends  will  love  you  the  better.  [7b  lady  A.]  3la«iiin. 
your  ladyship  eats  nothing. 

Lady  A.  Lord,  madam,  I  have  fed  like  a  farmer-  > 
shall  grow  as  fat  a  porpoise ;  1  swear,  my  js"  "^ 
weary  of  chewing. 

Col.  I  have  a  mind  to  eat  a  piece  of  diat  stnr^  ^ 
but  fear  it  will  make  me  sick. 

Never.  A  rare  soldier  indeed ;  let  it  alone,  sim^  ' 
warrant  it  won't  hurt  you. 
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Co(.  Well,  it  would  vex  a  dog  to  we  a  pudding 

creep. 

Sir  John  nae*. 

Smart.  Sir  John,  what  are  you  doing  f 

Sir  J.  SwoUUy  I  mutt  be  going,  by'r  lady;  I  have 
fliTTieit  buflineai;  I  must  do  as  the  beggan  do,  go  away 
wbeii  I  hare  got  enough. 

Smart.  WeU,  but  stay  till  this  bottle's  out ;  you 
koow,  tlie  man  was  hang'd  that  left  his  liquor  behind 
liim :  and  besides,  a  cup  in  the  pate  is  a  mile  in  the 
gate ;  and  a  q)ur  in  the  nead  is  worth  two  in  the  heel. 

Str  J.  Come  then ;  one  brimmer  to  all  your  healths. 
f  Thefnimam  gnat  him  a  gian  half/yii,  ]  Pray,  friend, 
vhat  was  the  rest  of  this  glass  made  for  t  an  inch  at 
the  top,  friend,  is  worth  two  at  the  bottom.  [He  gets  a 
hnmmer  and  drinktU  of,]  WeU,  there's  no  deceit  in  a 
brimmer,  and  there's  no  false  Latin  in  this ;  your  wine 
ii  excellent  good,  so  I  thank  you  for  the  next,  for  I  am 
nue  uf  this :  madam,  has  your  ladyship  any  commands 
in  Derbyihire?  I  must  go  fifteen  miles  to-night. 

ImAi  5.  None,  sir  John,  but  to  take  care  of 
youmlf ;  and  my  most  humble  service  to  your  lady 
onkoovn. 

•Str  /.  Well,  madam.  I  can  but  love  and  thank  you. 

^^  S.  Here,  bring  water  to  wash  ;  though  really, 
70a  have  all  eaten  so  little,  that  you  have  not  need 
to  vasb  yoar  mouths. 

^M«/f.  But,  prithee,  air  John,  stay  a  while  longer. 

Str  J.  No,  my  lord ;  I  am  to  smoke  a  pipe  with  a 
frinxl  before  I  leave  the  town. 

Cot.  Why,  sir  John,  had  not  you  better  set  out  to- 
nnffrowf 

Sir  y.  Colonel,  you  forget  to-morrow  is  Sunday.] 

C9L  Now  I  always  love  to  begin  a  journey  on  Suu- 
(iaji,  because  I  shall  have  the  prayers  of  the  church  to 
pnwrre  all  tiiat  travel  by  lana  or  by  water. 

Sir  J.  Well,  colonel,  thou  art  a  mad  fellow  to  make 
•  pneitof. 

'V<t«r.  Fie,  air  John!  do  yon  take  tobacco t  How 
can  TOO  make  a  chimney  of  your  mouth? 

Sir  J,  [To  Nevtnmt.]  What!  you  don't  smoke,  I 
*vruit  yon,  but  you  smock.  (Ladies,  I  beg  your 
pvdoo.)    Colonel,  do  you  never  smoke? 

CoL  No,  sir  John  ;  but  I  take  a  pine  sometimes. 

^/  riiuth,  one  of  your  finical  I»ndon  blades 
diMd  with  me  last  year  in  Derbyshire :  so,  after  din- 
un,  I  took  a  pipe  :  so  my  gentleman  turned  away  his 
^:  n,  Bid  1,  What,  sir,  do  you  never  smoke  f  so 
^  amwered,  as  you  do,  colonel,  No,  but  I  sometimes 
^<  a  pipe :  so  be  took  a  pipe  in  his  hand,  and  fiddled 
with  it  tul  he  broke  it :  so,  said  I,  Pray,  sir,  can  you 
i^«  A  pipe?  so  he  said.  No  :  so,  said  I,  Why  then, 
*:r.  if  you  can't  make  a  pipe  you  ahould  not  break  a 
i'pr :  w  we  all  laughed. 

Smart.  Well ;  but,  air  John,  they  say,  that  the  cor- 
ruption of  pipes  is  the  generation  of  stoppers. 

Str  J.  Colonel,  I  heu  you  go  sometimes  to  Derby- 
*^iK;  I  wish  yon  would  come  and  foul  a  plate  with 
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Od.  I  hope  you  will  give  me  a  soldier's  bottle. 
Sir  J.  Come  and  try.      Mr,  Neveruut,  you  are  a 
J<wn  wit:  can  you  tell  me  what  kind  of  herb  is  to- 

harco? 

♦^«wr.  Why,  an  Indian  herb,  sir  John. 

^^.  No;  'tis  a  pot  herb ;  and  so  here's  t'ye  in  a 
P«<>jf  my  lord's  October. 

^^  S.  I  hear,  sir  John,  since  you  are  married,  you 
*«»'  foreswore  the  town. 

*ry.  No,  madam;  I  never  foreswore  anything  but 
w  buildiog  of  churches. 

'^  S.  Well ;  but,  sir  John,  when  may  we  hope 
*o  "t  yon  again  in  London? 

Str  J.  Why,  madam,  not  till  the  ducks  have  eat  up 
the  dirt,  tt  the  chUdren  say. 


Never.  Come,  sir  John:  I  foresee  it  will  raiu 
terribly. 

Smart.  Come,  sir  John,  do  nothing  rashly;  let  us 
drink  first 

Spark.  I  know  sir  John  will  go,  though  he  was  sure 
it  would  rain  cats  and  dogs :  but  pray  stay,  air  John  ; 
you'll  be  time  enough  to  go  to  bed  by  candlelight. 

Smart.  Why,  sir  John,  if  you  must  needs  go,  while 
you  stay,  make  use  of  your  time  ;  here's  my  service  to 
you,  a  health  to  our  friends  in  Derbyshire :  come,  sit 
down ;  let  us  put  off  the  evil  hour  as  long  as  we  can. 

Sir  J.  Faith,  I  could  not  drink  a  drop  more  if  the 
house  was  full. 

Coi.  Why,  sir  John,  you  used  to  love  a  gloss  of 
good  wine  in  former  times. 

Su"  J.  Why,  so  I  do  still,  colonel ;  but  a  man  may 
love  his  house  very  well,  without  riding  on  the  ridge ; 
besides,  I  must  be  with  my  wife  on  Tuesday,  or  there 
will  be  the  devil  and  all  to  pay. 

Cot.  Well,  if  you  go  to^y,  I  wish  you  may  be 
wet  to  the  skin. 

Sir  J.  Ay ;  but  they  say  the  prayers  of  the  wicked 
won't  prevail. 

Sir  John  taket  hit  leave  and  goei  away. 

Smart.  Well,  miss,  how  do  you  like  sir  John  ? 

Miu,  Why,  I  think  he's  a  little  upon  the  silly,  or 
so  :  I  believe  he  has  not  all  the  wit  in  the  world :  but 
I  don't  pretend  to  be  a  judge. 

Never.  Faith,  I  believe  he  was  bred  at  Hog's  Norton, 
where  the  pigs  play  upon  the  organs. 

^park.  Why,  Tom,  I  thought  you  and  he  were  hand 
and  glove. 

Never,  Faith,  he  shall  have  a  clean  threshold  for 
me ;  I  never  darkened  his  door  in  my  life,  neither  in 
town  nor  country ;  but  he's  a  queer  old  duke,  by  my 
conscience ;  and  yet,  after  all,  I  take  him  to  be  more 
knave  than  fool. 

Lady  S»  Well,  come ;  a  man^s  a  man,  if  he  has  but 
a  nose  on  his  face. 

Col.  I  was  once  with  him  and  some  other  company 
over  a  bottle,  and,  egad,  he  fell  asleep,  and  snored  so 
hard  that  we  thought  he  was  driving  his  hogs  to 
market. 

Never,  Why,  what !  you  can  have  no  more  of  a  cat 
than  her  skin  ;  you  can't  make  a  silk  purse  out  of  a 
sow's  ear. 

Spark.  Well,  since  he's  gone,  the  devil  go  with  him 
and  sixpence ;  and  there's  money  and  company  too. 

Never,  Faith,  he's  a  country  put.  Pray,  miss,  let 
me  ask  you  a  question. 

MisM.  Well ;  but  don't  ask  questions  with  a  dirty 
face  :  I  warrant,  what  you  have  to  say  will  keep  cold. 

Col.  Come,  my  lord,  against  you  are  disposed: 
here's  to  all  that  love  and  honour  you. 

Spark.  Ay,  that  was  always  Dick  Nimble's  health. 
I'm  sure  you  know  he's  dead. 

CoL  Dead !  well,  my  lord,  you  love  to  be  a  mes- 
senger of  ill  news :  Vm  heartily  sorry  ;  but,  my  lord, 
we  must  all  die. 

Never.  I  knew  him  very  well :  but,  pray,  how  came 
he  to  die  ? 

Mi$9.  Tliere's  a  question  !  you  talk  like  a  poticary  : 
why,  because  he  could  live  no  longer. 

Never.  Well ;  rest  his  soul :  we  must  live  by  the 
living,  and  not  by  the  dead. 

Spark.  You  know  his  house  was  burnt  down  to  the 
ground  ? 

CoL  Yes ;  it  was  in  the  News.  Why,  fire  and  water 
are  good  servants,  but  they  are  very  bad  masteit. 

Smart.  Here,  take  away,  and  set  dovm  a  bottle  of 
Burgundy.  Ladies,  you'll  stay  and  drink  a  glass  of 
wine  before  you  go  to  your  tea. 

All  taken  away,  and  the  wine  $et  donm,  S^, 
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Mitt  givet  Nevebout  a  smart  pUtck, 

Never,  Lord,   miss,  what  d'ye  mean  f  d*ye  think  1 
have  DO  feeling  f 

Mist.  I  m  forced  to  pinch,  for  the  times  are  hard. 

Never.  [^Giving  Miss  a  jnndb.]    Take  that,    miss; 
what  5  sance  for  a  goose,  is  sauce  for  a  gander. 

Miss.  [ScrsamiMg.]  Well,  Mr.  Neverout,  that  shall 
neither  go  to  heaven  nor  heU  with  yon. 

Never.   [TViAet  ^fiiis  bf  the  hamd,]  Come,  miss,  let 
us  lay  all  quarrels  aside,  and  be  friends. 

Miss.  Don't  be  so  teasing;  you  plague  a  body  so! 
can't  you  keep  your  filthy  hands  to  yourself  t 

Never.  Pray,  miss,  where  did  you  get  thatpicktooth- 
oasef 

Miss.  I  came  honestly  by  it 

Never.  Tm  sure  it  was  mine,  for  I  lost  just  such  a 
one ;  nay,  I  don*t  tell  you  a  lie. 

Miu.  No ;  if  you  lie,  it  is  much. 

Never.  Well ;  Tm  sure  *tis  mine. 

MiM,  What  I  you  think  everything  is  yours,  but  a 
little  the  king  has. 

Never.  Colonel,  you  have  seen  my  fine  picktooth- 
case ;  don't  you  think  this  is  the  very  same  ? 

Col.  Indeed,  miss,  it  is  very  like  it. 

Miu.  Ay ;  what  he  says,  youll  swear. 

Never.  Well ;  but  111  prove  it  to  be  mine. 

Miss.  Ay ;  do,  if  yon  can. 

Never.  Why,  what's  yours  is  mine,  and  what's  mine 
is  my  own. 

Miss.  Well,  run  on  till  you're  weary;  nobody 
holds  you. 

Neyxrout  gapes. 

Col.  What !  Mr.  Neverout,  do  you  gape  for  prefer- 
ment? 

Never.  Faith,  I  may  gape  long  enough,  before  it 
falls  into  my  mouth. 

Latfy  S.  Mr.  Neverout,  n^y  lord  and  I  intend  to 
beat  up  your  quarters  one  of  these  days :  I  hear  you 
live  high. 

Never.  Yes,  faith,  madam ;  I  live  high,  and  lodge 
in  a  garret. 

Col.  fiut,  miss,  I  forgot  to  tell  you,  that  Mr.  Never- 
out  got  the  devilishest  fall  in  the  park  to-day. 

Miss.  1  hope  he  did  not  hurt  the  ground  :  but  how 
was  it,  Mr.  Neverout  ?  I  wish  I  had  been  there  to 
laugh. 

Never.  Why,  madam,  it  was  a  place  where  a  cuck- 
old had  been  buried,  and  one  of  his  hums  sticking  out, 
I  happened  to  stumble  against  it ;  that  was  all. 

Ladg  S.  Ladies,  let  us  leave  the  gentlemen  to  them- 
selves ;  I  think  it  is  time  to  go  to  our  tea. 

Ladg  A.  and  Miss.  My  lords  and  gentlemen,  your 
most  humble  servant. 

Smart.  Well,  ladies,  well  wait  on  you  an  hour 
hence. 

The  Gentlemen  ahne. 

Smart.  Come,  John,  bring  us  a  fresh  bottle. 

Col.  Ay,  my  lord ;  and  pray  let  him  carry  off  the 
dead  men,  as  we  say  in  the  army. 

[^Meaning  the  eimptg  bottles. 

Spark.  Mr.  Neverout,  pray,  is  not  that  bottle  foil? 

Never.  Yes,  my  lord,  full  of  emptiness. 

Smart,  And,  d*ye  hear,  John,  bring  clean  glasses. 

Col.  I'll  keep  mine ;  for  I  think  wine  is  tlie  best 
liquor  to  wash  glasses  in. 


DIALOGUE   III. 

The  Ladies  at  their  tea. 

Ladg  S.  Well,  ladies ;  now  let  us  have  a  cup  of 
discourse  to  ourselves. 

Ladg  A.  What  do  you  think  of  your  friend   sir 
John  Spendall  f 


Ladg  5,  Why,  madam,  'tit  happy  for  him  tiist  his 
father  was  bom  before  him. 

Mus.  They  say  he  makes  a  very  ill  husband  to  my 
lady. 

Ladg  A,  But  he  must  be  albwed  to  be  the  fondfft 
father  in  the  world. 

Lady  S.  Ay,  madam,  that's  true ;  for  they  lay,  tiw 
devil  is  kind  to  his  own. 

Mist.  I  am  told  my  lady  manages  him  to  atlmin- 
tion. 

Ladg  S.  That  I  believe;  for  she's  as  cunning  ai a 
dead  pig,  but  not  half  so  honest. 

Lady  A.  They  say  she's  quite  a  straDger  to  all  his 
gallantries. 

Lady  S.  Not  at  all ;  but,  you  know,  there's  nose  lo 
blind  as  they  that  won't  see. 

Miss.  O,  madam,  I  am  told  aha  vratches  him  is « 
cat  would  watch  a  mouse. 

LMy  A.  Well,  if  she  ben't  foully  belied,  shepcyi 
him  in  his  own  coin. 

Loily  S.  Madam,  I  fancy  I  know  your  thoogbo, 
as  well  as  if  I  were  within  you. 

Lady  A.  Madam,  I  was  t'other  day  in  compsny  villi 
Mrs.  Clatter;  I  find  she  gives  herself  ain  of  beim 
acquainted  with  your  ladyship. 

Miss,  O  the  hideous  creature!  did  yon  ofaserre  b<r 
nails  ?  they  were  long  enoiJ^h  to  scrtttch  her  gnnnum 
out  of  \m  grave. 

Lady  S.  Well,  she  and  Tom  Gosling  were  bugmg 
complimenti  backward  and  forward :  it  looked  like  tvo 
asaes  scrubbing  one  anodier. 

Miss,  Ay,  claw  me,  and  I'll  claw  you :  but,  psy, 
madam,  who  were  the  company  f 

Lady  S.  Why  there  was  all  the  world  and  his  wxk: 
there  was  Mrs.  Clatter,  lady  Singular,  the  ooootw<i^ 
Talkham,  (1  should  have  named  her  first,)  Tom  Gts- 
ling,  and  some  others,  whom  I  have  forgot. 

Lady  A.  I  think  the  countess  is  very  sickly. 

Lady  S.  Yes,  madam ;  she'U  never  scratch  s  gnr 
head,  I  promise  her. 

Miss,  And  pray,  what  was  your  conversation  f 

Lady  S.  Why  Mrs.  Clatter  had  all  the  tslk  ta  ber- 
self,  and  was  perpetually  complaining  of  her  Ttada- 
tunes. 

Lady  A.  She  brought  her  husband  10,000/. :  t^( 
has  a  town-house  and  country-house  :  would  tae 
woman  have  her  a/~-  hung  with  points  f 

Lady  S,  She  would  fain  be  at  the  top  of  tfac  bow 
before  the  stairs  are  built. 

Miss.  Well,  comparisons  are  odious ;  but  riie'» » 
like  her  husbond  as  if  she  were  spit  out  of  hii  moutb ; 
as  ;like  as  one  egg  u  to  another :  pray,  how  wmih 

Lady  S.  Why,   she  was  as  fine  as  fi'pence;  but, 

truly,  I  thought  there  was  more  cost  than  worship-    . 

Lady  A,  I  don't  know  her  husband :  pray  wbtts 

he? 

Lady  S.  Why,  he's  a  counsellor  of  fi»e  Uv;  yoa 
must  .know  he  came  to  us  as  drunk  as  David  s  iov< 

Mus.  What  kind  of  creature  is  he? 

Lady  S.  You  must  know,  the  man  and  his  •««  ^ 
coupled  Uke  rabbits,  a &t  and  a  lean ;  he's  »^*** 
porous,  and  ^e's  one  of  Pharaoh's  lean  kiue:  t» 
ladies  and  Tom  Gosling  were  proposing  a  psitj  ■ 
quadrille,  but  he  refused  to  make  one:  DamoTtfH 
cards,  said  he,  they  are  the  devil's  books.  . 

Lady  A.  A  dull  unmannerly  brute !  well,  God  «'« 
him  more  wit,  and  me  more  money. 

Miss,  Lord  I  madam,  I  would  not  keep  wch  «»- 
pany  for  the  world.  . 

Lady  S.  O,  miss,  'tis  nothing  when  you  ai«  v^ 
it :  besides,  you  know  for  want  of  companyi  ww*""^ 
trumjiery. 

Miss,  Did  your  ladyship  play? 
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Udf  S.  Ym,  and  won ;  to  I  came  off  with  fiddler't 

fare,  mat,  drink,  and  money. 
LaJfA.  Ay;  what  aayi  Pluck f 
Mm.  Well,  my  elbow  itches ;  I  ahall  change  bed- 

fellun. 
LaJj/  S,  And  my  right  hand  itches;  I  shall  receive 

nouer. 
Udf  A.  And  my  right  eyes  itches ;  I  sliall  cry. 
laiil  S,  Misi,  I  hear  your  friend  Mrs.  Giddy  has 
dlKardcd  Dick  Shuttle:  pray,  has  she  got  another 

lover  t 

Mu$»  I  bear  of  none. 

Ladf  S.  Why,  the  fellow's  rich,  and  I  think  she 
lai  a  fool  to  throw  out  her  dirty  water  before  she  got 
clraii. 

LadjfJ.  Mm,  that's  a  handsome  gown  of  yours, 
did  Uy  made ;  very  genteel. 

.Vim.  I  am  glad  your  ladyship  likes  it. 

Lad^f  A.  Your  lover  will  be  in  raptures ;  it  becomes 
you  admirably. 

Mm,  Ay;  I  assure  you  I  won't  take  it  as  I  have 
dofte;  if  this  won't  fetch  him,  the  devil  fetch  him, 
ujl 

Ladf  S.  [to  lady  A  J]  Pray,  madam,  when  did  you 
•tt  sir  Peter  Muckworm  t 

l^  A.  Not  this  fortnight ;  I  hear  he's  laid  up 
vith  the  gout 

loi>i  S.  What  does  he  do  for  itf 

^^  A,  I  hear  he*s  weary  of  doctoring  it,  and  now 
nakei  uie  of  nothing  but  patience  and  flannel. 

Mm.  Pray,  how  does  he  and  my  lady  agree  f 

l^'A.  You  know  he  loves  her  as  the  devil  loves 
koly  water. 

'Vim.  They  say  she  Jilays  deep  with  sharpers,  that 
cheat  her  of  her  money. 

^^  A,  Upon  my  word  tliey  must  rise  early  that 
voold  cheat  her  of  her  money ;  sharp's  the  word  with 
1m  ;  diamonds  cut  diamonds. 

Mm.  Well,  but  I  nyw  assured  from  a  good  hand, 
that  abe  lost  at  one  sitting  to  the  tune  of  a  hundred 
piitieai ;  make  money  of  that ! 

Ind^i^  Well,  but  do  you  hear  that  Mrs.  Plump  is 
^ughttobedatlastf 

•Vui.  And  may  what  has  God  sent  her  ? 

^A^  <SL  Way,  guess  if  you  can. 

•Vtft.  A  boy,  I  suppose. 

^^  5.  No,  you  are  out;  guess  again. 

'Mm.  a  girl,  then. 

^^  S.  You  have  hit  it ;  I  believe  you  are  a  witch. 

Mm,  O,  madam,  the  gentlemen  say,  all  fine  ladies 
w  vitchei ;  but  I  pretend  to  no  such  thing. 

lAd>iA,  Well,  she  had  good  luck  to  draw  Tom 
Plump  into  wedlock  ;  she  ris  with  her  a —  upwards. 

^^.  Fie,  madam;  what  do  you  mean ? 

^'^  5.  O,  miss,  *tis  nothing  what  we  say  among 
Mriehes. 

•Vim.  Ay,  madam  ;  but  they  say  hedges  have  eyes^ 
*wi  vails  have  ears. 

Idtdii  A,  Well,  miss,  I  can't  help  it ;  you  know,  I'm 
old  Telltiuth ;  I  love  to  call  a  spade  a  spade. 
^^  S.     [Miiiaket  the  teatongt  for  the  spoon.] 
"»t'.  1  think  my  wits  are  a  wool-gathering  to-day. 

Mm,  Wliy,  madam,  there  was  but  a  right  and  a 

•lung. 

^^  S.  Miss»  I  hear  that  you  and  lady  Coupler 
^^  tt  great  as  cup  and  can. 
Jf^'^'  Ay,  miss,  as  great  as  the  devil  and  the  earl 

^^  S.  Nay,  I  am  told  you  meet  together  with  as 
nuch  lore  as  there  is  between  the  old  cow  and  the 

«*y««ack, 

|. !  ^\  <»U  EoglUb  mying  that  obtaloed  tnm  the  reign  of 
^•JJ^  "•  Oimfnwr,  bo  way  complimentary  to  Goodwia. 


Mm,  I  own  I  love  her  very  well ;  but  there's  differ- 
ence between  staring  and  stark  mad. 

Ladtf  S,  They  say  she  begins  to  grow  fat. 

^lisf ,  Fat !  ay,  fat  as  a  hen  in  the  forehead. 

Lady  S.  Indeed,  lady  Answerall,  (pray  forgive 
me,)  I  think  your  ladyship  looks  thinner  than  when  I 
saw  you  last. 

Miee.  Indeed,  madam,  I.  think  not ;  but  your  lady- 
ship  is  one  of  Job's  comforters. 

Lady  J,  Wdl,  no  matter  how  I  look ;  I  am  bought 
and  sold :  but  really,  mi&s,  you  are  so  very  obliging,  that 
I  wish  I  were  a  handsome  young  lord  for  your  sake. 

Miee,  O,  madam,  your  lovers  a  million. 

Lady  S,  [To  lady  A. ^  Madam,  will  your  ladyship 
let  me  wait  on  you  to  die  play  to-morrow  ? 

Lady  A,  Msidam,  it  becomes  me  to  wait  on  your 
ladyship. 

Miu,  What,  then,  Fm  turned  out  for  a  wrangler  f 


T\e  Gentlemen  coeme  in  to  the 


to  drink  tea. 


Mien,  Mr.  Neverout,  we  wanted  you  sadly ;  you  are 
always  out  of  the  way  when  you  should  be  bang'd. 

Never,  You  wanted  me !  pray,  miss,  how  do  you  look 
when  you  lie  t 

Miu,  Better  than  you  when  you  cry.  Manners, 
indeed  !  I  find  you  mend  like  sour  ale  in  summer. 

Never,  I  beg  your  pardon,  miss;  I  only  meant, 
when  you  lie  alone. 

Miu.  That's  well  tum'd ;  one  turn  more  would  have 
tum'd  you  down  stairs. 

Never.  Come,  miss,  be  kind  for  once,  and  order  me 
a  dish  of  coffee. 

Mi»»,  Pray,  go  yourself;  let  us  wear  out  the  oldest ; 
besides  I  can't  go,  for  I  have  a  bone  in  my  leg. 

Col,  They  say,  a  woman  need  but  look  on  her  apron- 
string  to  find  an  excuse. 

Never,  Why,  miss,  you  are  grown  so  peevish,  a  dog 
would  not  live  with  you. 

Mite.  Mr.  Neverout,  I  beg  your  diversion:  no 
offence,  I  hope ;  but  tnily  in  a  little  time  you  intend  to 
make  the  colonel  as  bad  as  yotuself ;  and  that's  as  bad 
as  can  be. 

Never,  My  lord,  don't  you  think  miss  improves 
wonderfully  of  late  1  Why,  miss,  if  I  spoil  the  colonel, 
I  hope  you  will  use  him  as  you  do  me ;  for  you  know, 
love  me,  love  my  d(^. 

Col.  How's  that,  Tom  1  Say  that  again :  why,  if  I 
am  a  dog,  shake  hands,  brother. 

Here  a  greai,  Umdy  hng  laugh. 

Smart.  But  pray,  gentlemen,  why  always  so  severe 
upon  poor  missf  On  my  conacienoe,  colonel  and  Tom 
Neverout,  one  of  you  two  are  both  knaves. 

Col,  My  lady  Answendl,  I  intend  to  do  myself  the 
honour  of  dining  with  your  ladyship  to-morrow. 

Lady  A,  Ay,  colonel,  do  if  you  can. 

Mitk,  I'm  sure  you'll  be  glad  to  be  welcome. 

Col.  Miss,  I  tliank  you;  and,  to  reward  you,  I'll 
come  and  drink  tea  with  you  in  tiie  morning. 

Miu.  Colonel,  there's  two  words  to  that  bargain. 

Cb/.  [7h  lady  Smart."]  Your  ladyship  has  a  very  fine 
watch  ;  well  may  you  wear  it. 

Lady  S,  It  is  none  of  mine,  colonel. 

Col,  Pray,  whose  is  it  thenf 

Lady  S,  Why,  'tis  my  lord's ;  for  they  say  a  married 
woman  has  nothing  of  her  own  but  her  wedding-ring 
and  her  hair-lace :  but  if  women  had  been  the  law- 
makers, it  would  have  been  better. 

Col,  This  watch  seems  to  be  quite  new. 

Lady  S,  No,  sir,  it  has  been  twenty  years  in  my 
lord's  family ;  but  Quare  put  a  new  case  and  dial-plate 
to  it. 

Never,  Why,  that's  for  all  the  world  like  the  man. 
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who  swore  he  kept  the  same  knife  forty  years,  only  he 
sometimes  changed  the  haf^  and  sometimes  the  blade. 

Stnari,  Well,  Tom,  to  give  the  deril  his  due,  thou 
art  a  right  woman's  man. 

Col.  Odd  so !  I  have  broke  the  hinge  of  my  snulT- 
box  ;  Tm  undone,  besides  the  loss. 

Miu.  Alack-a-day,  colonel !  I  vow  I  had  rather  have 
found  40s. 

Never,  Why,  colonel,  all  that  I  can  say  to  comfort 
you  is,  that  you  must  mend  it  with  a  new  one. 

Miss  hugha. 

Col,  What,  miss!  you  can't  laugh,  but  you  must 
show  your  teeth. 

MiM,  Tm  sure  you  show  your  teeth  when  you  can't 
bite :  well,  thus  it  must  be,  if  we  sell  ale. 

Never,  Miss,  you  smell  very  sweet ;  I  hope  you  don't 
carry  perfumes  f 

Miu,  Perfumes  \  No,  sir;  I'd  have  you  to  know,  it 
is  nothing  but  the  grain  of  my  skin. 

Cb/.  Tom,  you  have  a  good  nose  to  make  a  poor  man's 
sow. 

Spark,  So,  ladies  and  gentlemen,  methinks  you  are 
very  witty  upon  one  another :  come,  box  it  about ;  'twill 
come  to  my  father  at  last 

CoL  Why,  my  lord,  you  see  miss  has  no  mercy ;  I 
wish  she  were  married ;  but  I  doubt  the  gray  mare 
would  prove  the  better  hone. 

Mm,  Well,  God  forgive  you  for  that  wish. 

Spark,  Never  fear  him,  miss. 

Miu,  What,  my  lord,  do  you  thitik  I  was  bom  in  a 
wood,  to  be  afraid  of  an  owl  T 

Snuirt,  What  have  you  to  say  to  that,  colonel  f 

Never,  O,  my  lord,  my  friend  die  colonel  scorns  to 
set  his  wit  against  a  child. 

Miu,  Scornful  dogs  will  eat  dirty  puddings. 

Col,  Well,  miss,  they  say  a  woman's  tongue  is  the 
last  thing  about  her  that  dies;  therefore,  let's  kiss  and 
be  friends. 

Miu,  Hands  off!  thafs  meat  for  your  master. 

Spark,  Faith,  colonel,  you  are  for  ale  and  cakes :  but 
after  all,  miss,  you  are  too  severe ;  you  would  not 
meddle  with  your  matoh. 

Miu,  All  they  can  say  goes  in  at  one  ear  and  out  at 
toother  for  me,  I  can  assure  you :  only  I  wish  they  would 
be  quiet,  and  let  me  drink  my  tea. 

Never,  What!  I  warrant  you  think  all  is  lost  that 
goes  beside  your  own  mouth. 

Miu,  Pray,  Mr.  Neverout,  hold  your  tongue  for 
once,  if  it  be  possible :  one  would  think  you  were  a 
woman  in  man*s  clothes,  by  your  prating. 

Never.  NO)  mm ;  it  is  not  handsome  to  see  one  hold 
ODe*s  tongue :  besides,  I  should  slobber  zny  fingers. 

Col,  Miss,  did  you  never  hear  that  three  women  and 
a  goose  are  enough  to  make  a  market  f 

Miu,  I'm  sure,  if  Mr.  Neverout  or  you  were  among 
them,  it  would  make  a  fair. 

Footman  conua  in. 

Lady  S,  Here,  take  away  the  tea-table,  and  bring  up 
candles. 

Latfy  A,  O,  madam,  no  candles  yet,  I  beseech  you ; 
don't  let  us  burn  day-light. 

Never,  I  dare  swear,  miss,  for  her  part^  will  never 
bum  day-light,  if  she  can  help  it. 

Miu,  Lord !  Mr.  Neverout,  one  cannot  hear  one's 
own  ears  for  you. 

Ladv  S,  Indeed,  madam,  it  is  blindman's  holiday; 
we  sliall  soon  be  all  of  a  colour. 

Never,  Why,  then,  miss,  we  may  kiss  where  we  like 
best 

Miu,  Fogh!  these  men  talk  of  nothing  but  kissing. 

[She  spite. 

Never,  What,  miss,  does  it  make  your  mouth  water  f 


Lady  S,  It  is  as  good  to  be  in  the  dark  as  without 
light;  therefore  pray  bring  in  candles:  they  say  womei 
and  linen  show  best  by  candlelight :  come,  gentlemoif 
ate  you  for  a  party  at  quadrille  1 

Col,  I'll  make  one  with  you  three  ladies. 

Lady  A.  I'll  sit  down,  and  be  a  stander  by. 

Lady  S,  [To  lady  A,\  Madam,  does  your  ladytbip 
never  play  f 

Col,  Yes ;  I  suppose  her  ladyship  plays  sometinei 
for  an  egg  at  Easter. 

Never,  Ay ;  and  a  kiss  at  Christmas. 

Lady  A,  Come,  Mr.  Neverout,  hold  your  toofw, 
and  mind  your  knitting. 

Never,  With  all  my  heart;  kiss  my  wife,  and  wel- 
come. 

The  Colonel,  Mr,  Nbvkrout,  Lady  Shabt,  ad 
Miss  go  to  qatadrille,  and  tit  there  till  three  in  tk 
morning, 

T%ey  riufrom  cardt. 

Lady  S,  Well,  miss,  you'll  have  a  sad  husband,  yoa 
have  such  good  luck  at  cards. 

Never,  Indeed,  miss,  you  dealt  me  sad  cards;  if  yoa 
deal  so  ill  by  your  friends,  what  will  you  do  with  joor 
enemies  ? 

Lady  A.  Ym  sure  'tis  time  for  honest  folks  to  be 
a-bed. 

Miu,  Indeed  my  eyes  draw  straws. 

Sue  almost  asleep. 

Never,  Why,  miss,  if  you  fall  asleep,  somebody  may 
get  a  pair  of  gloves. 

Col,  I  am  going  to  the  land  of  Nod. 

Never,  Faith,  I'm  for  Bedfordshire. 

Lady  S,  I'm  sure  I  shall  sleep  without  rocking. 

Never,  Miss,  I  hope  you'll  dream  of  your  sweetiMBt 

Miu.  O,  no  doubt  of  it  I  believe  I  shan't  bf  able 
to  sleep  for  dreaming  of  him. 

Col,  [To  Miu,"]  Madam,  shs^  I  have  the  bonoiirtD 
escort  yout 

Miu.  No,  colonel,  I  thank  you ;  my  mamms  \» 
sent  her  chair  and  footmen.  Well,  my  lady  Smart, 
m  give  you  revenge  whenever  you  please. 

Footman  comes  in. 

Footman,  Madam,  the  chairs  are  waiting. 

7%«y  all  take  their  duiirs  and  go  off. 


DIRECTIONS  TO  SERVANTS. 


"This  tract,  whidi  immediately  followed  Swifl't  Will. »  v 
perfect  and  unftniahed.  A  preface  and  dedication  wfte  to  hat* 
been  added.  It  waa  not  published  till  after  the  dctti's  dou  • 
bnt  the  MS.  waa  handed,  about,  and  mnrh  applandM  in  ^ 
lifetime.  The  tract  ia  written  in  ao  &cetioua  a  kind  of  !>'« 
hamour  that  it  must  pleaae  many  readers ;  nor  is  it  i»it»«t 
some  degree  of  merit,  by  pointing  out,  with  an  amaxing  '^ 
neaa,  (and  what,  in  a  leaa  trivial  case,  mnat  have  ben  »il« 
iudgment.)  ihe  fknlta.  blunders,  tricka.  lies,  and  tarke* 
knaveries  of  domestic  servants.  How  mudi  time  matt  w^* 
been  employed  in  putting  together  sudh  a  work  \  ^'l'^  |^ 
intenseneas  of  thousht  moat  have  been  beatowed  opoo  w 
lowest  and  moat  alavibh  aoenea  of  life  \  It  ia  one  of  Ihiw  etf- 
positious  that  the  utmost  strensth  of  wit  can  scam '«!«■» 
from  ainklng.  A  man  of  Swift's  exalted  nnias  oofbt  vfir 
stantly  to  have  soared  into  higher  regions.  He  oa«bt  lo  v^ 
looked  upon  peraons  of  inferior  abilities  aa  diiUreD,  «tx«" 
nature  had  appointed  him  to  instruct,  encourage,  and  impto** 
Superior  talents  aeem  to  have  been  intended  by  Pkovidcoor  » 
public  beneflta :  and  the  person  who  poaaessea  such  U**''J^ 
IS  certainly  anawerable  to  heaven  for  those  endiiwmeab  «u^ 
he  enjoys  above  the  rest  of  mankind.  Let  him  \tA  vn> 
dignitv,  and  let  him  be  ironical  upon  useftel  subjects:  W^tae 
poor  slaves  to  heat  their  porridge,  or  drink  their  small  l^^^j^ 
such  vcasels  aa  they  ahall  find  proper.  The  dean,  it  sccffi^  w" 
not  thia  wav  of  thinking ;  and  having  long  indol;.^  ^ 
paasiona,  at  laat,  t-erliapa,  mistook  them  lor  hi*  datjr.'  — i''^ 
OiiRKay's  ntmoirk%  m  the  Life  and  fFritimgs  of  Srtjf-  J^ 
Faulkner,  the  Iriah  editor,  givva  the  following  amnni  of  ^^ 
Directiona  to  Servaata."— •*  The  following  Untiss  tras  vff^ 
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lOM  Ten  «9o  by  thc''aQtbor,  who  hal  not  Irimra  to  fiubh  and 

pit  it  laiD  proper  <ndeT»  being  eogaged  in  many  other  works  of 

|Tr«icr  ne  to  his  eoaotry.  as  may  be  seen  by  most  of  his 

vrjtuML   But  as  the  author's  deal^fn  was  to  expoae  the  rillanies 

aod  fhob  id  servants  to  their  maaiers  and  miatiewes.  we  shall 

nuie  ao  apology  for  its  publication  ;  but  give  it  our  readers  in 

th«  ame  manner  «s  we  '.find  it  in  the  original,  which  may  be 

MHi  is  the  printer's  custody.    The  few  tautologies  that  occur  in 

tbf  cfatnrtm  left  unflnlshed  will  make  the  reader  look  upon 

tbp  whole  as  a  rough  dranght,  with  several  outlines  only 

inmn.   However,  that  there  nunr  appear  no  daubing  or  patch- 

vork  br  other  hands,  it  is  thought  most  advisable  to  give  it  in 

Ac  nthor's  own  words.    It  is  imagined  that  he  intended  to 

■uke  a  Isy  volume  of  this  work  :  bnt«  as  time  and  health 

would  not  permit  him,  the  reader  may  draw,  ftom  what  is  here 

nhibited,  laeuas  Id  detect  the  many  vices  and  (aulU  to  which 

praple  b  that  kind  of  low  life  are  subject.    If  gentlemen 

vonld  teriottdy  consider  this  work,  which  is  written  for  their 

lutnKtioa,  (although  ironically.)  it  wouM  make  them  better 

«rooimiMi,  snd  pree''rve  their  eetateo  and  families  from  ruin. 

Ii  nay  be  seen  by  some  scattered  papers  (wherein  were  given 

hiati  for  a  dedication  and  preCice.  and  a  Urt  of  all  degrees  of 

»rraati)  tliat   the  author  intended   to  have  gone   through 

«U  tbeir  duiaelers.    This  is  all  that  need  he  said  as  to  this 

tRAtite.  vkich  can  only  be  looked  upon  as  a  fhHpnent" 


RILES  THAT  CONCERN  ALL  SERVANTS  IN 

GENERAL. 

Whei  joar  matter  or  lady  calli  a  servant  by  name, 
irthat  ttrrant  be  not  in  the  way,  none  of  you  are  to 
uswer,  for  then  there  will  be  no  end  of  your  drudgery  : 
«nd  maiten  theroseWca  allow,  that  if  a  wnrant  cornea 
vben  he  ia  called,  it  is  sufficient. 

HImo  you  have  done  a  fault,  be  always  pert  and 
insolent,  and  behave  younelf  as  if  you  were  the  injured 
pmoD ;  this  will  inamediately  put  your  master  or  lady 
off  their  mettle. 

If  joa  see  your  master  wronged  by  any  of  your 
firllow-servants,  be  sure  to  conceal  it,  for  fear  of  being 
ctlled  a  tdl-taJe :  however,  there  is  one  exception  in 
CMe  of  a  favourite  servant,  who  is  justly  hated  by  the 
vbole  family ;  who  therefore  are  bound,  in  prudence, 
to  lay  all  the  faults  they  can  upon  the  favourite. 

The  cook,  the  butler,  die  groom,  the  market-man, 
*bA  every  other  servant  who  is  concerned  in  the 
expemes  of  the  family,  should  act  as  if  his  master's 
whole  estate  ought  to  be  applied  to  that  servant's 
ivticniar  bnsineas.  For  instance,  if  the  cook  com- 
putes  his  master's  estate  to  be  1000/.  a-year,  he  reason- 
ably concludes  that  lOOOiL  a-year  will  afford  meat 
Aougli,  and  therefore  he  need  not  be  sparing;  the 
butler  makes  the  same  judgment ;  so  may  the  groom 
ind  the  coachman ;  and  thus  every  branch  of  expense 
vill  be  filled  to  your  master's  honour. 

When  you  are  chid  before  companv,  (which,  with 
rabmiision  to  your  masters  and  ladies  is  an  un- 
vooncrly  practice,)  it  often  happens  that  some  stranger 
viU  have  the  good  nature  to  drop  a  word  in  your 
nnue ;  in  such  a  case  you  will  have  a  good  title  to 
jufttfy  yourself,  and  may  rightly  conclude,  that  when- 
«Ter  be  chides  you  afterwoird,  on  other  occasions,  he 
auy  be  in  the  wrong ;  in  which  opinion  you  will  be 
tbe  better  confirmed,  by  stating  the  case  to  your  fellow- 
■tranii  in  your  own  way,  who  will  certainly  decide 
in  your  favour :  therefore,  as  I  have  said  before,  when- 
Atr  you  are  chidden,  complain  as  if  you  were  injured. 
It  often  happens,  that  servants  sent  on  messages  are 
&p<  to  itey  out  somewhat  longer  than  the  message 
fc^iuifei;  perhaps  two,  four,  six,  or  eight  hours,  or 
•nne  meh  trifle;  for  the  temptation  to  be  sure  was 
iP«at,  and  flesh  and  blood  cannot  always  resist. 
When  you  retttm,  the  master  storms,  the  lady  scolds ; 
Gripping,  cudgelling,  and  turning  off  is  the  word. 
But  here  you  ought  be  provided  with  a  set  of  excuses, 
'aoogb  to  serve  on  all  occasions :  for  instance,  your 
onrle  came  feufsoore  miles  to  town  this  morning  on 
purpose  to  see  you,  and  goes  back  by  break  of  day  to- 
ttotrov:  a  farotfin-eervant,  that  borrowed  money  of 
VOL.  m 


you  when  he  was  out  of  place,  was  running  away  to 
Ireland:  you  were  taking  leave  of  an  old  fellow- 
servant,  who  was  shipping  for  Barbadoes :  your  father 
sent  a  cow  to  you  to  sell,  and  yoU  could  not  get  a 
chapman  till  nine  at  night :  you  were  taking  leave  of  a 
dear  cousin  who  is  to  be  hanged  next  Saturday  :  you 
wrenched  your  foot  against  a  stone,  and  were  forced  to 
stay  three  hours  in  a  shop  before  you  could  stir  a  step : 
some  nastiness  was  thrown  on  you  out  of  a  garret- 
window,  and  you  were  ashamed  to  come  home  before 
you  were  cleaned,  and  the  smell  went  off:  you  were 
pressed  for  the  sea*service,  and  carried  before  a  justice 
of  peace,  who  kept  you  three  hours  before  he  examined 
you,  and  you  got  off  with  much  ado :  a  bailiff,  by 
mistake,  seised  you  for  a  debtor,  and  kept  you  thie 
whole  evening  in  a  spunging-house :  you  were  told 
your  master  had  gone  to  a  tavern,  and  came  to  some 
mischanc4*,  and  your  grief  was  so  great,  that  you  in- 
quired for  his  honour  in  a  hundred  taverns  between 
Pall-Mall  and  Temple-bar. 

Take  all  tradesmen's  parts  against  your  master,  and 
when  you  are  sent  to  buy  anything,  never  offer  to 
cheapen  it,  but  generously  nay  the  full  demand,  litis 
is  highly  to  your  master's  honour,  and  may  be  some 
shillings  in  your  pocket ;  and  you  are  to  consider  if 
your  master  has  paid  too  much,  he  can  better  afford 
the  loss  than  a  poor  tradesman. 

Never  submit  to  stir  a  finger  in  any  business,  but 
that  for  which  you  are  particularly  hired.  For  ex- 
ample, if  the  groom  be  drunk  or  absent,  and  the  butler 
be  ordered  to  shut  the  stable  door,  the  answer  is  ready, 
— An  please  your  honour  I  don't  understand  horses; 
if  a  comer  of  the  hanging  wants  a  single  nail  to  fasten 
it,  and  the  footman  be  directed  to  tack  it  up,  he  may 
say  he  does  not  understand  that  sort  of  worx,  but  his 
honour  may  send  for  the  upholsterer. 

Masters  and  ladies  are  usually  quarrelling  with  tlie 
servants  for  not  shutting  the  doors  after  them :  but 
neither  masters  nor  ladies  consider  that  those  doors 
must  be  open  bef(Nre  they  can  be  shut,  and  that  the 
labour  is  double  to  open  and  shut  the  doors ;  therefore 
the  best,  and  shortest,  and  easiest  way  is  to  do  neither. 
But  if  you  are  so  often  teased  to  shut  the  door,  that  you 
cannot  easily  forget  it,  then  give  the  door  such  a  clap 
as  you  go  out,  as  will  shake  the  whole  room,  and  make 
everything  rattle  in  it,  to  put  your  master  and  lady  in 
mind  that  you  observe  their  directions. 

If  you  find  yourself  to  grow  into  favour  with  your 
master  or  lady,  take  some  opportunity  in  a  very  mild 
way  to  give  them  warning ;  and  when  they  ask  the 
reason,  and  seem  loth  to  part  with  you,  answer,  that 
vou  would  rather  live  with  them  than  anybody  else, 
but  a  poor  servant  is  not  to  be  blamed  if  he  strives  to 
better  himself;  that  service  is  no  inheritance;  that 
your  work  is  great,  and  your  wages  very  small.  Upon 
which,  if  your  master  has  any  generosity,  he  will  add 
5s.  or  lOs.  a-qtiarter  rather  than  let  you  go :  but  if 
you  are  baulked,  and  have  no  mind  to  go  off,  get  some 
fellow-servant  to  tell  your  master  that  he  has  prevailed 
upon  you  to  stay. 

Whatever  good  bits  you  can  pilfer  in  the^  day,  save 
them  to  junket  with  your  fellow-servants  at  night';  and 
take  in  the  butler,  provided  he  will  give  you  drink. 

Write  your  own  name  and  your  sweetheart's,  with 
the  smoke  of  a  candle,  on  the  roof  of  the  kitchen  or 
the  servants'  hall,  to  show  your  learning. 

If  you  are  a  young,  sightly  fellow,  whenever  you 
whisper  your  mistress  at  the  table,  run  your  nose  full 
in  her  cheek ;  or  if  your  breath  be  good,  breathe  ftiU 
in  her  face ;  this  I  have  known  to  have  had  very  good 
consequences  in  some  families. 

Never  come  till  you  have  been  called  three  or  four 
times ;  for  none  but  dogs  will  come  at  the  first  whistle  % 
and  when  the  master  calls  *'  Who's  there f*  no  servaui 
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is   bound    to  come  ;   for  Who's  there    is   nobody*s 


name. 


When  you  have  broken  all  your  earthen  drinking* 
vessels  below  stairs,  (which  is  usually  done  in  a  week,) 
the  copper  pot  will  do  as  well ;  it  can  boil  milk,  heat 
porridge,  hold  small  beer,  or,  in  case  of  necessity,  serre 
for  a  Jordan ;  therefore  apply  it  indifferently  to  all  these 
uses ;  but  never  wash  or  scour  it,  for  fear  of  taking  off 
the  tin. 

Although  you  are  allowed  knives  for  the  servants' 
hall  at  meals,  yet  you  ought  to  spare  them,  and  make 
use  of  your  master's. 

Let  it  be  a  constant  rule,  that  no  chair,  stool,  or 
table,  in  the  servants*  hall  or  the  kitchen,  shall  have 
above  three  legs,  which  has  been  the  ancient  and 
constant  practice  in  all  the  &inilies  I  ever  knew,  and  it 
IS  said  to  be  founded  upon  two  reasons ;  first,  to  show 
that  servants  are  ever  in  a  tottering  condition ;  secondly, 
it  was  thought  a  point  of  humility,  that  the  servants* 
chairs  and  tables  should  have  at  least  one  leg  fewer 
than  those  of  their  masters.  I  grant  there  has  been  an 
exception  to  thu  rule  with  regard  to  the  cook,  who, 
by  old  custom,  was  allowed  an  easy  chair  to  sleep  in 
after  dinner ;  and  yet  I  have  seldom  seen  them  with 
above  three  legs.  Now  this  epidemical  lameness  of 
servants'  chairs  is,  by  philosophers,  imputed  to  two 
causes,  which  are  observed  to  make  the  greatest  revo> 
lutions  in  states  and  emuires ;  I  mean  love  and  war. 
A  stool,  a  chair,  or  a  table  is  the  first  weapon  taken  up 
in  a  general  romping  or  skirmish ;  and  after  a  peace,  the 
diairs,  if  they  be  not  very  strong,  are  apt  to  suffnr  in 
the  cotiduct  of  an  amour,  the  cook  being  usually  iSst 
and  heavy,  and  the  buf^  a  little  in  drinlc. 

I  could  never  endure  to  see  maid>servants  so  un- 
genteel  as  to  walk  the  streets  with  their  petticoats  pinned 
up :  it  is  a  foolish  excuse  to  allege  their  petticoats  will 
be  dirty,  when  they  have  so  easy  a  remedy  as  to  walk 
three  or  four  times  down  a  clean  pair  of  stairs  after  they 
come  home. 

When  you  stop  to  tattle  with  some  crony  servant  in 
the  same  street,  leave  your  own  street-door  open,  that 
you  may  get  in  without  knocking  when  yon  come 
back ;  otherwise  your  mistress  may  know  you  are  gone 
out,  and  you  must  be  chidden. 

I  do  most  earnestly  exhort  you  all  to  unanimity  and 
concord :  but  mistake  me  not — you  may  quarrel  with 
each  other  as  much  as  you  please,  only  always  bear  in 
mind  that  you  have  a  common  enemy,  which  is  your 
master  and  lady,  and  you  have  a  common  cause  to  de« 
iend.  Believe  an  old  practitioner;  whoever,  out  of 
malice  to  a  fellow-servant,  carries  a  tale  to  his  master, 
shall  be  ruined  by  a  general  confederacy  against  him. 
The  general  place  of  rendesvous  for  all  the  servants, 
both  in  winter  and  summer,  is  the  kitehen ;  (here  the 
grand  affairs  of  the  family  ought  to  be  consulted,  whe- 
&er  they  concern  the  stable,  the  dairy,  the  pantry, 
tiie  laundry,  the  cellar,  the  nursery,  the  dining-room, 
or  my  lady's  chamber :  there,  as  in  yihir  own  proper 
element,  you  can  laugh,  and  squall,  and  romp,  in  full 
security. 

When  any  servant  comes  home  drunk,  and  cannot 
appear,  you  must  all  join  in  telling  your  master  that 
he  is  gone  to  bed  very  sick ;  upon  which  your  lady  will 
be  so  very  good^uitured  as  to  order  some  comfortable 
thing  for  the  poor  man  or  maid. 

When  your  master  and  lady  go  abroad  together,  to 
dinner,  or  on  a  visit  for  the  evening,  you  need  leave 
only  one  servant  in  the  house,  unless  you  have  a  black* 
guard  bo^  to  answer  at  the  dooi^  and  attend  the 
children,  if  there  be  any.  Who  is  to  stay  at  home  is 
to  be  determined  by  short  and  long  cuts,  and  the 
stayer  at  home  may  be  comforted  by  a  visit  from  a 
sweetheart,  without  danger  of  being  caught  together. 
These  opportunities  must  never  he  miswd,  because 


they  come  but  sometimes;  and  all  is  safe  enough  wbik 
there  is  a  servant  in  the  house. 

When  your  master  or  lady  comes  home, and  wsntis 
servant  who  happens  to  be  abroad,  your  answer  roust 
be,  that  he  had  but  just  that  minute  stept  out,  beiog 
sent  for  by  a  cousin  who  was  dying. 

If  your  master  calls  you  by  naune,  and  you  hMfipa 
to  answer  at  the  fourth  call,  you  need  not  huny  yoov- 
self ;  and  if  you  be  chidden  for  staying,  yon  may  Isv* 
fully  say,  you  came  no  sooner,  because  you  did  not 
know  what  you  were  called  for. 

When  you  are  chidden  for  a  feuU,  as  you  go  ont  of 
the  room,  and  down  stairs,  mutter  loud  enough  to  be 
plainly  heard ;  this  will  make  him  believe  you  ait 
mnocent. 

Whoever  comes  to  visit  your  master  or  lady  when 
they  are  abroad,  never  burden  your  memory  with  the 
person's  name,  for  indeed  you  have  too  many  otiHr 
things  to  remember.  Besides  it  is  a  porter  s  bniiii« 
and  your  master  s  fault  he  does  not  keep  one ;  snd  vlw 
can  remember  ucuoies  f  and  you  will  certainly  miitike 
them,  and  you  can  neither  write  nor  read. 

If  it  be  possible,  never  tell  a  lie  to  your  msster  or 
lady,  unless  you  have  some  hopes  that  toey  caimotfiod 
it  out  iu  less  than  half  an  hour.  When  a  serrsst  ii 
turned  off,  all  his  faults  must  be  told,  although  mtd 
of  them  were  never  known  by  his  master  or  lady;  and 
all  mischiefe  done  by  others  charged  to  him.  A»i 
when  they  ask  any  of  you  why  you  never  acqoainted 
them  before  9  the  answer  is,  "  Sir,  or  madam,  really  I 
was  afraid  it  would  make  you  angry;  and  bendtf| 
perhaps  you  might  think  it  was  inalice  in  nc>' 
Where  there  are  little  masters  and  miasoi  in  a  boos, 
they  are  usually  great  impediments  to  the  diveisi(»  of 
the  servants ;  the  only  remedy  is  to  bribe  them  with 
ffoody  goodietf  that  they  may  not  tell  tales  to  papft  ^^ 
mamma. 

I  advise  you  of  the  servante,  whoae  master  liv««  in 
the  country,  and  who  expect  rails,  always  to  itaod 
rank  and  file  when  a  stranger  is  taking  his  leave;  •> 
that  he  must  of  necessity  pass  between  you;  and  Im 
must  have  more  confidence,  or  less  money  tluui  uraal, 
if  any  of^ou  let  him  escape;  and  accosding  mit 
behaves  himsdf,  remember  to  treat  bim  the  nest  tine 
he  comes. 

If  yon  are  sent  with  ready  money  to  buy  aD}'thiBK 
at  a  shop,  and  happen  at  that  time  to  be  out  of  podrt, 
sink  the  money  and  take  up  the  gooda  on  your  msiieri 
acooimt.  This  is  for  the  honour  of  your  master  aod 
yourself;  for  he  becomes  a  man  of  credit  at  yourr^ 
commendation. 

When  your  lady  sends  for  you  up  to  her  ohsnixr, 
to  give  you  any  orders,  be  sure  to  stand  M  the  door, 
and  keep  it  open,  fiddling  with  the  lock  all  the  vbik 
she  is  talking  to  you,  and  keep  the  button  in  your  hasi 
for  fear  you  shocdd  forget  to  shut  the  door  after  you* 

If  your  master  or  Udy  happen  once  in  their  liro  to 
accuse  you  wrongfully,  you  are  a  happy  serrsot ;  f«r 
you  have  nothing  more  to  do,  than  fur  every  fault  ytfa 
commit  while  you  are  in  their  service,  to  pot  then  is 
mind  of  that  false  accusation,  and  protest  youiself 
equally  innocent  in  the  present  case. 

When  you  have  a  mind  to  leave  your  master,  sod 
are  too  bashful  to  break  the  matter,  for  fear  of  oStodr 
ing  him,  the  best  way  is  to  grow  rude  and  saucy  of  a 
sudden,  and  beyond  your  usiul  behaviour,  till  he  6a^ 
it  necessary  to  turn  you  off ;  and  when  you  are  gon** 
to  revenge  yourself,  give  him  and  his  laudy  auch a  cha* 
racter  to  all  your  brother  servants  who  are  out  of  pltf** 
that  none  will  venture  to  offer  tlieir  servaoe. 

Some  nice  ladies  who  are  afraid  of  catehing  coli 
having  obavved  that  the  maids  and  fellows  brluv 
sUirs  often  forget  to  shut  the  door  after  them»  sa  tb^ 
Gome  in  or  go  out  into  the  back  yardi^  have  cootrirca 
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tbftt  ivillfy  and  a  rope  widi  a  Urge  piece  of  lead  at 

the  cod,  ibottld  be  to  fixed,  aa  to  make  the  door  shut 

ofktU,  and  reqaire  a  etroiig  band  to  open  it;  which 

ii  an  imffleme  toil  to  aenraoti  whoae  buaineaa  may 

font  thtna  to  go  in  and  out  fifty  times  in  a  morning : 

hut  wgeamty  can  do  much,  for  prudent  aervants  have 

foQud  out  an  effectual  remedy  against  thia  inaupport- 

able  grierance,  by  tying  up  the  pulley  in  such  a  mao- 

wr  thactbe  weight  of  the  lead  ahall  have  no  effect; 

bowvver,  aa  to  my  own  part,  1  would  rather  chooae  to 

kwp  the  door  dwaya  open,  by  laying  a  heavy  atone  at 

thf  bottooi  of  it. 

lleaenrasU*  candlesticka  are  generally  broken,  for 
ooduQg  can  last  for  ever.  But  you  may  find  out  many 
rzpedjeoti;  yuu  may  conveniently  atick  your  candle 
ID  a  bottle,  or  with  a  lump  of  iHitter  against  the  wain- 
toot,  in  a  powder-horn,  or  in  an  <dd  Jioe  or  in  a  cleft 
■tiek,  or  in  the  barrel  of  a  pistol,  or  upon  its  own  grease 
so  a  labia,  in  a  coffeecupv  or  a  drinking-glaaa,  a  horn* 
eao,  a  teapot,  a  twisted  napkin,  a  mustordpot,  an  ink- 
bfifii,  a  niarrowbooe,  a  piece  of  dough,  or  yoti  may  cut 
a  hvk  in  the  loaf,  and  stick  it  there. 

When  yon  invite  die  neighbouring  aervants  to  junket 
vith  you  at  home  in  an  evening,  teach  them  a  peculiar 
vaj  of  tapping  or  scraping  at  the  kitchen-window, 
which  joo  oiay  hear,  but  not  your  mastor  or  lady ; 
vbom  you  must  take  care  not  to  disturb  or  frighten  at 
nch  unseaaonable  hours. 

Iaj  all  &ulta  upon  a  lap-dog,  or  favourite  cat,  a 
fiionkej,  a  parrot,  a  child ;  or  on  the  aervant  who  waa 
last  turned  off:  by  thia  rule  you  will  escuae  youraelf, 
do  00  bort  to  anybody  eUe,  and  aave  your  maater  or 
lady  from  the  trouble  and  vexation  of  chiding. 

Wboi  you  want  proper  instruments  for  any  work 
you  ore  about,  use  all  expedients  you  can  invent  mther 
tban  We  your  work  undone.  For  instance,  if  the 
IK»ker  be  out  of  the  way,  or  broken,  stir  the  fire  with 
tbe  tonga;  if  the  tonga  be  not  at  hand,  uae  the  muiile 
ofthebellewa,  the  wrong  end  of  the  fire-ahovel,  the 
haodk  of  the  firt-bvush,  the  end  of  a  mop,  or  your 
nastcr  s  cane.  If  yoa  want  paper  to  singe  a  fowl,  tear 
^  fint  book  you  see  about  me  house.  Wipe  your 
•koa,  for  want  of  a  dout,  with  the  bottom  of  a  curtain, 
w  a  damask  napkin.  Strip  your  livery  lace  for  garters. 
If  tb«  fantier  wanta  a  joroaa,  he  may  use  the  ffeat 

Tbaw  are  several  ways  of  putting  out  candles,  and 
yoa  ought  to  be  instructed  in  them  all :  you  may  run 
tbe  candle  end  against  the  wainacot,  which  puts  the 
naff  out  kaaedialely ;  you  may  lay  it  on  the  ground, 
and  tnad  the  snuif  out  with  your  foot;  you  may  hold 
H  ttpiide  down,  tintil  it  Is  choked  with  its  own  grease, 
«  cnm  it. into  the  socket  of  the  candlestick;  you 
■ay  whirl  it  round  in  your  hand  till  it  goes  out; 
*bc9  you  go  to  bed,  after  you  have  noade  water,  you 
luy  dip  the  candle  end  into  the  chamber-|^t ;  you 
Bay  spit  on  your  finger  and  thumb,  and  pmch  the 
Buff  tall  it  goea  oat.  The  cook  may  run  the  candle'a 
Mee  ioto  the  meal  tub,  or  the  groom  into  a  veesel  of 
^  or  a  lock  of  hay,  or  a  heap  of  Utter ;  the  house- 
1"^  may  put  oat  her  candle  by  running  it  against 
^  Uoking-glaaa,  which  nothing  cleans  so  wdl  as 
faMfiMnulT;  but  the  quickest  and  best  of  all  niethods 
ii  lo  blow  it  out  widi  your  bieatfa,  which  leaves  the 
c*i»lle  dear,  and  readier  to  be  lighted. 

line  IB  nothing  so  pemicioua  in  a  family  as  a  tell- 
^sgainst  whon  it  most  be  the  principal  buaineaa  of 
yoo  «11  to  uoito;  whatever  office  he  aervea  in,  take  all 
*PP«tunitiea  lo  epoil  the  business  he  is  about,  and  to 
OQis  bim  in  everything.  For  instance,  if  the  butler 
be  a  tell-tale^  break  his  glasses  whenever  he  l«^ves 
|ba  pantiy  door  open ;  or  lock  the  cat  or  the  mastiff  in 
^  *bo  will  do  aa  well ;  mialay  a  fork  or  a  snoon  ao 
«  he  may  ntrer  find  it.    If  it  be  the  oook,  wnetiever 


flfae  tuina  her  back,  throw  a  lamp  of  aoo(^  or  a  handAil 
of  salt  in  the  pot,  or  smoking  coals  into  the  dripping- 
pan,  or  daub  the  roast  meat  with  the  back  of  the  chim- 
ney, or  hide  the  kev  of  the  jack.  If  a  footman  be 
8u^)ected,  let  the  ceok  daub  the  back  of  his  new  livery ; 
or  when  be  is  going  up  with  a  dish  of  soun,  let  her 
follow  him  softly  with  a  ladleful,  and  dribnle  it  all 
the  way  up  stairs  to  the  dining-room,  and  then  let  the 
housenoaid  make  such  a  noise  that  her  lady  may  hear 
it  The  waitingmaid  is  very  likelv  to  be  guilty  of  this 
fault,  in  hopes  to  ingratiate  herself:  in  Siia  caae  the 
laundreaa  must  be  anre  to  tear  her  amocka  in  the  wadi- 
ing,  and  yet  waah  them  but  half;  and  when  ahe  com- 
plains, tell  all  the  house  that  she  sweats  ao  much,  and 
oer  floh  is  ao  aaaty,  that  ahe  fouls  a  smock  more  in 
one  hour,  than  the  kitchenmaid  does  in  a  week. 

CHAPTER  I. 

Directiont  to  the  Butkr, 

In  my  directions  to  servants,  I  find  from  my  long 
observation,  that  you  butlers  are  the  principal  persona 
concerned. 

Your  business  being  of  the  greatest  variety,  and  re- 
quiring the  greateat  exactneaa,  I  shall,  as  well  as  I 
can  recollect,  run  through  the  several  branches  of  your 
office,  and  order  my  instructions  accordingly. 

In  waiting  at  the  sideboard,  take  all  possible  care  to 
save  your  own  trouble,  and  your  master's  drinking- 
glasses;  thoefore,  first,  since  those  who  dine  at  the 
same  table  are  supposed  to  be  friends,  let  them  all 
drink  out  of  the  same  glass  without  washing,  which 
will  aave  you  much  paina,  aa  well  aa  the  hasard  of 
breaking  them.  Give  no  person  any  liquor  until  he 
haa  called  for  it  thrice  at  leaat;  by  which  meani^ 
aome  out: of  modesty,  and  others  out  of  fbrgetfulness, 
will  call  the  seldomer,  and  thus  your  master's  liquor 
be  saved. 

If  any  one  desires  a  glass  of  bottled  ale,  first  shake 
the  bottle,  to  see  if  anything  be  in  it ;  then  taste  it,  to 
see  what  liquor  it  is,  ttiat  you  may  not  be  mistaken ; 
and  lastly,  wipe  the  mouth  of  the  bottle  with  the  palm 
of  your  hand  to  show  your  cleanliness. 

Be  more  careful  to  have  the  cork  in  the  belly  of  the 
bottie  than  in  the  mouth ;  and  if  the  cork  be  musty, 
or  white  friars  in  your  Uquor,  your  master  will  save  the 
more. 

If  a  humble  companion,  a  chaplain,  a  tutor,  or  a 
dependent  cousin,  happen  to  be  at  teble,  whom  you 
find  to  be  little  regarded  by  the  master  and  the  company, 
(which'nobody  u  readier  to  discover  and  observ'e  than  we 
servants,)  it  must  be  the  business  of  you  and  the  foot- 
man to  follow  the  example  of  your  betters,  by  treating 
him  many  degrees  worse  than  any  of  the  rest ;  and  you 
cannot  please  your  master  better,  or  at  least  your  lady. 

If  any  one  calls  for  small  beer  toward  the  end  of 
dinner,  do  not  give  vourself  the  pains  of  goin^  down 
to  the  cellar,  but  gather  the  droppings  and  leavmgs  out 
of  the  several  cups  and  glasses,  and  salvers,  into  one ; 
but  turn  your  back  to  the  comnany,  for  fear  of  being 
observed.  On  the  contrary,  wnen  any  one  calls  fur  ale 
toward  the  end  of  dinner,  fill  the  largest  tankard  cup 
topful,  by  which  you  will  have  the  greatot  part  left  to 
oblige  your  fellow-servants,  without  the  sin  of  stealing 
from  your  ooaster. 

There  is  likewise  a  perquisite  full  as  honest,  by 
which  you  have  a  chance  of  getting  every  day  the  beat 
part  of  a  bottle  of  wine  for  yourself;  for  you  are  to 
suppose  that  gentlefolks  will  not  care  for  the  remainder 
of  a  botde ;  therefore  always  set  a  fresh  one  before 
them  after  dinner,  although  mere  has  not  been  above 
a  glass  drunk  out  of  the  other. 

Take  special  care  that  your  bottles  be  not  musty  be- 
fore you  fill  them;  in  oider  to  which,  blow  strongly 
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into  the  mouHi  of  every  bottle,  and  then  if  you  smell 
nothing  but  your  own  bresdi,  immediately  fill  it. 

If  you  are  sent  down  in  haste  to  draw  any  drink,  and 
find  it  will  not  run,  do  not  be  at  the  trouble  of  open- 
ing  a  vent,  but  blow  itrongly  into  the  faucet,  and  you 
will  find  it  immediately  pour  into  your  mouth :  or 
take  out  the  vent,  but  do  not  itay  to  put  it  in  again,  for 
fear  your  master  should  want  you. 

If  you  are  curious  to  taste  some  of  your  maiter's 
choice  bottles,  empty  as  many  of  them  just  below  the 
neck  as  will  make  the  quantity  you  want;  but  then 
take  care  to  fill  them  up  again  witii  clean  water,  that 
you  may  not  lessen  your  master's  liquor. 

There  is  an  excellent  invention  found  out  of  late 
years  in  the  management  of  ale  and  small  beer  at  the 
sideboard  :  for  instance,  a  gentleman  calls  for  a  glass 
of  ale  and  drinks  but  half;  another  calls  for  small 
beer ;  you  immediately  tiuu  out  the  remainder  of  the 
ale  into  the  tankard,  and  fill  the  glass  with  small  beer ; 
and  so  backward  and  forward  as  long  as  dinner  lasts, 
by  which  you  answer  three  ends ;  first,  you  save  your- 
self the  trouble  of  washing,  and  consequently  the 
danger  of  breaking  your  glasses;  secondly,  you  are  sure 
not  to  be  mistaken  in  giving  gentlemen  die  liquor  they 
call  for ;  and  lastly,  by  this  method,  you  are  certain 
that  nothing  is  lost 

Because  butlers  are  apt  to  fcvget  to  bring  up  their  ale 
and  beer  time  enough,  be  sure  you  remember  to  have 
up  yours  two  hours  before  dinner ;  and  place  them  iu 
the  sunny  part  of  the  room,  to  let  people  see  that  you 
have  not  been  negligent. 

Some  butlers  have  a  way  of  decanting  (as  they  call 
it)  bottled  ale,  by  which  they  lose  a  good  part  of  the 
bottom ;  let  your  method  be  to  turn  the  bottle  directly 
upside  down,  which  will  make  the  liquor  appear  dou- 
ble the  quantity ;  by  this  means,  you  will  be  sure  not  to 
lose  one  drop,  and  the  froth  will  conceal  the  muddiness. 
Clean  your  plate,  wipe  your  knives,  and  rub  the 
dirty  tables  with  the  napkins  and  table-cloths  used 
that  day  ;  for  it  is  but  one  washing,  and  besides,  it  will 
save  you  wearing  out  the  coane  rubbers ;  and  in  reward 
of  such  good  husbandry,  my  judgment  is,  that  you 
may  lawfully  make  use  of  the  finest  damask  napkins 
for  night-caps  fw  yourself. 

When  you  clean  your  plate,  leave  the  whiting  pliunly 
to  be  seen  in  all  the  chinlcs,  for  fear  your  lady  should 
not  believe  you  had  cleaned  it. 

There  is  nothing  wherein  the  skill  of  a  butler  more 
appears  than  in  the  management  of  candles,  whereof, 
although  some  part  may  fall  to  the  share  of  the  other 
servants,  yet  your  being  the  principal  penon  concerned, 
I  shall  direct  my  instructions  upon  this  article  to  you 
only,  leaving  to  your  fellow-servants  to  apply  them  upon 
occasion. 

First,  to  avoid  burning  daylight,  and  to  save  your 
master*s  candles,  never  bring  them  up  till  half  an  hour 
after  it  be  dark,  although  they  are  called  for  ever  so  oAen. 
Let  your  sockets  be  full  of  grease  to  the  brim,  with 
the  old  snuff  at  die  top,  and  then  stick  on  your  ft«sh 
candles.  It  is  true,  this  may  endanger  their  falling, 
but  the  candles  will  appear  so  much  the  longer  and 
handsomer  before  company.  At  other  times,  for 
variety,  put  your  candles  loose  in  the  sockets,  to  show 
they  are  clean  to  the  bottom. 

When  vour  candle  is  too  big  for  the  socket,  melt  it 
to  the  right  size  in  the  fire ;  and  to  hide  the  smoke, 
wrap  it  iu  paper  half  way  up. 

You  cannot  but  observe,  of  late  years,  tlie  great 
extravagance  among  the  gentry  upon  the  article  of 
candles,  which  a  good  butler  ought  by  all  means  to  dis- 
courage, both  to  save  his  own  pains  and  his  master's 
money ;  this  may  be  contrived  several  ways,  especiidly 
when  you  are  ordered  to  pat  candles  into  the  sconces. 
Sconces  are  great  wasters  of  candles ;  and  you,  who  ' 


are  always  to  consider  the  advantage  of  yotir  muitt 
should  do  your  utmost  to  discourage  them :  tbocfure 
your  business  must  be  to  press  the  candle  with  both 
your  hands  into  the  socket,  so  as  to  make  it  lesn,  m 
such  a  manner,  that  the  grease  may  drop  all  upon  tbe 
floor,  if  some  lady's  head-dress,  or  gentleman  s  periwig, 
be  not  ready  to  intercept  it :  you  may  likewiie  Aick 
the  candle  so  loose,  thi^  it  will  fall  upon  the  ^Iss  of 
the  sconce,  and  break  it  into  shatters ;  this  will  are 
your  master  many  a  fair  penny  in  the  year,  both  in 
candles  and  to  the  glass-man,  and  yoorKlf  much  h- 
hour ;   for  the  sconces  spoiled  cannot  be  used. 

Never  let  the  candles  bum  too  low,  but  give  then 
as  a  lawful  perquisite,  to  your  friend  the  cook,  to  ioaeiK 
her  kitohen  stuff;  or,  if  this  be  not  allowed  in  you 
house,  give  them  in  charity  to  the  poor  neigbboui, 
who  oftoi  run  on  your  errands. 

When  you  cut  bread  for  a  toast,  do  not  rtaod 
idly  watching  it,  but  lay  it  on  the  coals,  and  mind  7001 
other  business :  then  come  back,  and  if  you  Bod  it 
toasted  quite  through,  scrape  off  tbe  burnt  nde,  an^ 
serve  it  up. 

When  you  dress  up  your  sideboard,  set  the  hot 
glasses  as  near  the  edge  of  the  table  as  yon  csn ;  by 
which  means  they  will  cast  a  double  lustre,  and  wikt 
a  much  finer  figure ;  and  the  consequence  can  be  at 
most  but  the  breaking  half  a  doaen,  which  ii  a  trifle 
in  your  master's  pocket. 

Wash  the  glasses  with  your  own  water,  to  save  jour 
master^s  salt. 

When  any  salt  is  spilt  on  the  table,  do  not  let  it  he 
lost,  but  when  dinner  is  done,  fold  up  the  table-cloth 
with  the  salt  in  it,  then  shake  the  salt  out  into  tbe  salt* 
cellar  to  serve  next  day :  but  the  ahortest  and  luRft 
wav  is,  when  you  remove  the  cloth,  to  wrap  tbe  kfiivo^ 
forks,  spoons,  salt-cellars,  broken  bi«ad,  and  aciapa  of 
meat  altogether  in  the  table-cloth ;  by  which  youvill 
be  sure  to  lose  nothing,  unless  you  think  it  better  to 
shake  them  out  of  the  window  among  the  beggan,  that 
they  may  with  more  convenience  eat  the  Kraps. 

Leave  the  dregs  of  wine,  ale,  and  other  liqnon.  lo 
the  bottles :  to  rinse  them  is  but  loss  of  time,  since  all 
will  be  done  at  once  in  a  genersl  washing;  and  joo 
will  have  a  better  excuse  for  breaking  them. 

If  your  master  has  many  must^,  or  very  fool  and 
crusted  bottles,  I  advise  you,  in  pomt  of  conscience,  that 
those  may  be  the  first  you  truck  at  the  nextalebooae 
for  ale  or  brandy. 

When  a  message  is  sent  to  your  master,  be  kind  to 
your  brother-servant  who  brings  it;  give  himtheheit 
liquor  in  your  keeping,  for  your  master's  honour;  ami 
at  the  first  opportunity,  he  wiU  do  the  same  to  you. 

After  supper,  if  it  be  dark,  cany  your  pUte  aod 
china  together  in  the  same  basket  to  save  candle-light, 
for  you  know  your  pantry  well  enough  to  put  tbcm  op 
in  the  dark. 

When  company  is  expected  at  dinoer,  or  in  the 
evenings,  be  sure  to  be  abroad,  that  nothing  vacj  he 
got  which  is  under  your  key ;  by  which  your  na^ 
will  save  his  liquor,  and  not  wear  out  his  plate. 

I  come  now  to  a  most  important  part  of  your  ecooanv. 
the  bottling  of  a  hogshead  of  wine^  wherein  I  Ttc4im- 
mend  three  virtues,  cleanliness,  frugality,  and  brotbeHf 
love.  Let  your  corks  be  of  the  longest  kind  you  cao 
get ;  which  will  save  some  wine  in  the  neck  of  ererr 
bottle :  as  to  your  bottles,  choose  the  smallest  yoo  cas 
find,  which  will  increase  the  number  of  dosena,  aa 
please  your  master;  for  a  ;bottle  of  wine  is  alv^T*!^ 
bottle  of  wine,  whether  it  hold  more  or  less;  sod  if 
your  master  has  his  proper  number  of  doatns,  be  csn- 
not  complain. 

Every  bottle  must  be  '.first  rinsed  with  wine,  f<ir 
fear  of  any  moisture  lei^  in  the  washing:  some,  out  of 
of  a  mistaken  thrift,  will  rinse  a  doMD  boltlea  vith 
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tilt  flme  wine;  bat  I  would  advife  you,  for  mora 
ewitMMi,  to  chwige  the  wine  at  every  aecond  bottle ;  a 
gill  my  be  cnoagfa.  Have  bottlet  ready  by  to  save 
it;  ind  it  will  be  a  good  peiquisite>  either  to  lell  or 
driok  with  the  cook. 

Never  draw  your  hogshead  too  low ;  nor  tilt  it,  for 
fctr  of  dnturbing  your  liquor.  When  it  begini  to 
run  doir,  and  before  the  wine  grows  dondy,  shake  the 
hogshead,  and  cairy  a  glass  of  it  to  your  master ;  who 
will  piiiw  you  for  your  discretion,  and  give  you  all 
the  mt  SI  a  perquisite  to  your  place :  you  may  tilt 
the  hogshead  the  next  day,  and  m  a  fortnight  get  a 
doien  or  tiro  of  good  clear  wine  to  dispose  of  as  you 
plme. 

Is  bottling  wine,-  fiU  your  mouth  l\ill  of  corks, 
togvtkcr  with  a  laige  plug  of  tobacco,  which  will  give 
to  the  wine  the  true  taste  of  the  weed,  so  delightful 
to  til  good  judgea  in  drinking. 

When  you  are  ordered  to  decant  a  sus|ncious  bottle, 
if  a  mat  be  out,  give  your  hand  a  dexterous  shake, 
snd  ihov  it  in  a  glass,  that  it  begins  to  be  muddy. 

Hlien  a  hogshead  of  wine  or  any  other  liquor  is  to 
be  bottled  off,  wash  your  bottles  immedisdbdy  before 
yoa  beghi ;  but  be  sure  not  to  drain  them,  by  which 
food  msnagement  your  master  will  save  some  gallons 
in  etcry  hogshead  of  wine. 

This  is  the  time  that,  in  honour  to  your  master,  you 
ought  to  ihow  your  kindness  to  your  fellow-servants, 
«Bd  ofieeiaUy  to  the  cook ;  for  what  signify  a  few 
lagoos  oat  of  a  whole  hogsheadf  But  ntake  them  be 
drank  in  yoar  presence,  for  fear  they  should  be  given 
to  other  folks,  and  so  (3r(Mir  master  be  wronged :  but 
adriie  them,  if  they  get  drunk,  to  go  to  bed  and  leave 
word  Aey  are  eiek ;  which  last  caution  I  would  have 
•11  the  servante  observe,  both  male  and  female. 

If  your  master  finds  the  hogshead  to  ^1  short  of 
hb  expectation,  what  is  plainer  than  that  the  vessel 
iMked;  that  the  wine-cooper  had  not  filled  it  in 
VKftt  tinw;  that  a  merchant  cheated  him  with  a 
wtgsbeMi  below  the  common  measure  f 

When  yoo  are  to  get  water  on  for  tea  after  dinner, 
(which  ha  many  families  is  part  of  your  office,)  to 
»re  firing,  and  to  make  more  haste,  pour  it  into  the 
(nhettle  from  tiie  pot  where  cabbage  or  fish  have 
hen  boiling,  which  will  make  it  much  wholesomer, 
by  curing  die  acid  and  corroding  quality  of  the  tea. 

Be  saving  of  your  candlee,  and  let  those  in  the 
KOQcei  of  ttie  ball,  the  stairs,  and  in  the  lantern,  bum 
down  into  the  sockets,  until  they  go  out  of  themselves ; 
iW  which  your  master  and  lady  will  commend  your 
thriftiDeai,  as  soon  as  they  shall  smell  the  snulf. 

If  a  gentleman  leaves  a  snuff-box  or  pick-tooth-case 
n  the  table  after  dinner,  and  goes  awav,  look  upon 
itj  SI  part  of  your  vails,  for  so  it  is  allowed  by  all 
■a▼lnt^  and  you  do  no  wrong  to  your  master  or 
Isdy. 

If  jou  serve  a  country  squire,  when  gentlemen  and 
l^iei  come  to  dine  at  yoar  house,  never  fail  to  make 
iheir  servanto  drunk,  and  especially  the  coachman,  for 
the  honour  of  your  master:  to  which,  in  all  your 
•ctiAM,  yoa  must  have  a  special  regard,  as  being  the 
hert  judge ;  fbr  the  honour  of  every  fiunily  is  deposited 
in  the  hands  of  die  cook,  the  butler,  and  the  groom, 
•i  I  dttll  hereafWr  demonstrate. 

Santf  the  candles  at  supper  as  they  stand  on  the 
t^hle,  which  is  much  the  securest  way ;  because,  if  the 
homing  snuff  happens  to  get  out  of  the  snuffers,  you 
we  a  chance  that  it  'vaaj  fall  into  a  dish  of  soup, 
^'P«aet,  rioe-milk,  or  the  like,  where  it  will  be 
immedialely  extinguidied  with  very  litde  stink. 

When  yoa  have  snuffed  the  candle,  always  leave 
the  fnuffsn  open,  for  the  snuff  will  of  itself  bum  away 
^  Mhcs,  and  cannot  fall  out  and  dirty  the  table  when 
70a  muff  t^e  candles  again. 


That  the  salt  may  lie  smooth  in  the  salt-eellar,  pre» 
it  down  with  yonr  moist  palm. 

When  a  gentleman  is  going  away  after  dining  with 
your  master,  be  sure  to  stand  full  in  view,  and  follow 
him  to  the  door,  and,  as  you  have  opportunity,  look 
full  in  his  face,  perhaps  it  may  bring  you  a  shilling ; 
but  if  the  gentkman  has  lain  there  a  niffht,  get  the 
cook,  the  house-maid,  the  stable-man,  me  scullion 
and  gardener,  to  accompany  you,  and  to  stand  in  his 
way  to  the  hall  in  a  line  on  each  side  of  him :  if  the 
gentleman  performs  handsomely,  it  will  do  him  honour 
and  cost  your  master  nothing. 

You  need  not  wipe  your  knife  to  cut  bread  for  the 
table,  because  in  cutting  a  slice  or  two  it  will  wipe 
itoelf. 

Put  your  finger  into  every  botde  to  feel  whether  it 
be  fiiU,  which  is  the  surest  way,  for  feeling  has  no 
fellow. 

When  you  go  down  to  the  cellar  to  draw  ale  or 
small  beer,  take  care  to  observe  directly  the  following 
method :  hold  the  vessel  between  the  finger  and  thumb 
of  your  right  hand,  with  the  palm  upwards ;  then  hold 
the  candle  between  your  fingers,  but  a  little  leaning 
toward  the  mouth  of  the  vessel;  then  take  out  the 
spigot  with  your  left  hand,  and  clap  the  point  of  it  in 
your  mouth,  and  keep  your  left  hand  to  watch  aoci- 
dento;  when  the  vessel  is  full,  withdraw  the  spigot 
fW>m  your  mouth,  well  wetted  with  spittle,  which, 
being  of  a  slimy  consistence,  will  make  it  stick  faster 
in  the  fiiucet :  if  any  tallow  drops  into  the  vessel,  yoa 
may  easily  (if  you  think  of  it)  remove  it  with  a  spoon. 

Always  lock  up  a  cat  in  the  closet  where  you  keep 
your  china  plates,  for  fear  the  mice  may  steal  in  and 
break  them. 

A  good  buder  always  breaks  off  the  point  of  his 
bottle-screw  in  two  days,  bv  trying  which  is  hardest, 
die  point  of  the  screw,  or  the  neck  of  the  botde :  in 
this  case  to  supply  the  want  of  a  screw,  after  the  stump 
has  ton  the  cork  in  pieces,  make  use  of  a  silver  fork, 
and  when  the  scraps  of  the  cork  are  almost  drawn  out, 
flirt  the  mouth  of  the  bottle  into  the  ciitem  three  or 
four  times,  until  you  quite  clear  it 

If  a  gentleman  dines  often  with  your  master,  and 
gives  you  nothing  when  he  goes  away,  you  may  use 
several  methods  to  show  him  some  marks  of  your  dis- 
treasure,  and  quicken  his  memory  :  if  he  calls  for 
bread  or  drink,  you  may  pretend  not  to  hear,  or  send 
it  to  another  who  called  after  him ;  if  he  diks  for  wine, 
let  him  stay  awhile,  and  then  send  him  small  beer ; 
give  him  always  foiil  glasses ;  send  him  a  spoon  when 
he  wanto  a  knife ;  wink  at  the  footman  to  leave  him 
without  a  plate :  by  these  and  the  like  expedients,  you 
may  probably  be  a  better  man  by  half-a-crown 
before  he  leaves  the  house,  provided  you  watch  an 
opportunity  of  standing  by  whien  he  is  going,   t 

It  your  lady  loves  play,  your  fortune  is  fixed  for 
ever;  moderate  gaming  will  be  a  nerquisite  of  ten 
shillings  a-week  ;  and  in  such  a  family  1  would  rather 
choose  to  be  butler  than  chaplain,  or  even  rather  than 
be  steward;  it  is  all  ready  money,  and  got  without 
labour,  unless  your  lady  happens  to  be  one  of  those 
who  either  obliges  you  to  find  wax  candles,  or  force* 
you  to  divide  it  with  some  favourite  servanto ;  but,  at 
worst,  the  old  cards  are  your  own ;  and  if  the  game- 
sters play  deep  or  grow  peevish,  they  will  change  the 
cards  so  often,  that  the  old  ones  will  be  a  considerable 
advantage  by  selling  diem  to  coffee-houses,  or  families 
who  love  play,  but  cannot  afford  better  than  cards  at 
second-hand ;  when  you  attend  at  the  service,  be  sure 
to  leave  new  packs  within  the  reach  of  the  gamesters ; 
which  those  who  have  ill-luck  will  readily  take  to 
change  their  fbrtune ;  and  now  and  then  an  old  pack 

mingled  with  die  rest  will  easdy  pass.    »^ 

very  ofllcious  on  play  nights^  and  r 
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candles  to  'light  oat  your  company,  and  have  saWers 
of  wiue  at  hand  to  give  them  when  they  call ;  but 
manage  so  with  the  cook  that  there  be  no  sapper, 
because  it  will  be  so  much  saved  in  your  master^s 
fimiily ;  and  because  a  supper  will  considerably  lessen 
your  gains. 

Next  to  cards  there  is  nothing  so  piofltable  to  you 
as  bottles ;  in  which  perquisite  you  have  no  competitors 
except  the  footmen,  who  are  apt  to  steal  and  vend 
them  for  pots  of  beer;  but  you  are  bound  to  prevent 
any  such  abuses  in  your  master's  family :  the  footmen 
are  not  to  answer  for  what  are  broken  at  a  geneml 
bottling ;  and  those  may  be  as  many  as  your  discretion 
will  make  them. 

The  profit  of  glasses  is  so  very  inconsiderable  that 
it  is  hardly  worth  mentioning ;  it  consists  only  in  a 
small  present  made  by  the  glass-man,  and  about  Ibur 
shillings  in  the  pound  added  to  the  prices,  for  your 
trouble  and  skill  in  choosing  them.  If  your  master 
has  a  large  stock  of  glasses,  and  you  or  your  fellow- 
servants  bapjien  to  break  any  of  them  without  your 
master's  knowledge,  keep  it  a  secret  till  there  are  not 
enough  left  to  serve  the  table,  then  tell  your  master 
that  the  glasses  are  gone ;  this  will  be  but  one  vexation 
to  him,  which  is  much  better  than  fretting  once  or 
twice  a-week ;  and  it  is  the  oiBce  of  a  good  servant  io 
discompose  his  master  and  his  lady  as  seldom  as  he 
can ;  and  here  the  cat  and  dog  will  be  of  great  use  to 
take  the  blame  from  you.  Note,  that  bottles]  missing 
are  supposed  to  be  half  stolen  by  stragglers  and  other 
servants ;  and  the  other  half  broken  by  accident  and 
a  general  washinof. 

Whet  the  backs  of  your  knives  until  they  are  as 
sharp  as  die  edge ;  which  will  have  this  advantage, 
that  when  gentlemen  find  them  blunt  on  one  side  they 
may  try  the  other  ;  anil  to  show  you  spare  no  paina  in 
sharpening  [the  knives,  whet  them  so  long,  till  yon 
wear  out  a  good  nut  of  the  iron,  and  even  the  bottom 
of  the  silver  handle.  Thie  does  credit  to  your  master, 
for  it  shows  good  house-keeping,  and  the  goldsmidk 
may  one  day  make  yon  a  present. 

Your  lady,  when  she  Bnds  the  small  beer  or  ale  dead, 
will  blame  you]  for  not  remembering  to  put  the  peg  into 
the  vent-hole.  This  is  a  great  mistake,  nothing  being 
plainer  than  that  the  peg  keeps  the  air  in  tiie  vessel, 
which  spoils  the  drink,  toad  therefore  ought  to  be  let 
out;  but  if  she  insists  upon  it,  to  prevent  the  trouble 
of  pulling  out  the  vent,  and  putting  it  in  adoien  times 
a-oay,  which  is  not  to  be  borne  by  a  good  servant,  leave 
the  spigot  half  out  at  night,  and  you  will  find,  with  only 
the  loss  of  two  or  three  quarts  of  liquor,  the  vessel  will 
run  freely. 

When  you  prepare  your  candles,  wrap  them  up  in  a 
niece  of  brown  paper,  and  so  stick  them  mto  the  socket : 
let  the  pajier  oome  halfway  up  the  candle^  which  looks 
handsome  if  anybody  should  come  in. 

Do  all  in  the  dark  to  save  your  master's  candles. 


CHAPTER  n. 

DiraetkMM  to  the  Obok. 


Altboooh  I  am  not  ignorant  that  it  has  been  a  long 
time^  since  the  custom  began  among  the  people  of 
quality  to  keep  men  cooks,  and  generally  of  the  French 
nation,  yet  beoanse  my  treatise  is  chiefly  calculated 
for  the  general  run  of  knights,  squires,  and  gendemen, 
both  in  town  and  country,  I  shall  therefore  apply  to 
yon,  Mrs.  Cook,  as  a  woman :  however,  a  great  part  of 
what  I  intend  may  serve  tbr  either  sex ;  and  your  part 
naturally  follows  the  former,  because  the  butler  and 
you  are  joined  in  interest ;  your  vails  are  generally 
equal,  and  paid  when  othen  are  disappointed ;  you  can 
junket  togetoer  at  nights  upon  your  own  prog,  when  the 
*-  «>f  the  hoi|se  are  a-bed ;  aad  haire  it  in  your  power 


to  make  every  lellow<«ervant  your  firiend ;  3rou  esn  girs 
a  good  bit  or  a  good  sup  to  the  little  masten  and  niiM, 
and  gain  their  affections :  a  quarrel  between  yon  is  Ttty 
danj^rous  to  you  both,  and  will  probably  end  inoneoif 
you  being  turned  off;  in  which  fatal  case,  ncriiapf  it 
will  not  be  so  easy  in  some  time  to  cotton  wim  amitlNi. 
And  now,  Mrs.  Cook,  I  proceed  to  give  yon  ny  iMtne- 
tions;  which  I  desire  you  will  get  some  fellov'iemat 
in  the  family  to  read  to  you  constantly  one  night  in 
every  week  when  you  are  going  to  bed,  whetbsr  jros 
serve  in  town  or  country ;  for  my  lessons  shall  be  flttni 
for  both. 

If  your  lady  forgeU  at  sapper  that  there  is  any  ooM 
meat  in  the  house,  do  not  you  be  so  officious  as  to  put 
her  in  mind ;  it  is  plain  she  did  not  want  it;  and  if  ibe 
recollects  it  the  next  day,  say  she  gave  yon  no  mdm, 
and  it  is  spent ;  therefore,  lor  fear  of  teUiog  a  lie,  d» 
pose  of  it  with  the  butler,  or  any  other  crony,  befois 
you  go  to  bed. 

Never  send  up  a  leg  of  a  fowl  at  sapper  while  thoe 
is  a  cat  or  a  dog  in  the  house  that  can  oe  aceossd  for 
running  away  wi^  it:  but  if  there  happen  [to  be 
neither,  you  must  lay  it  upon  the  tats,  or  a  ifrangf 
greyhound. 

It  is  ill  honsewiftry  to  foul  your  kitchen  rabbm 
with  wiping  the  bottoms  of  the  dishes  you  send  n^ 
since  the  taUc-eloth  wiU  do  as  well,  and  is  chsngtd 
every  meaL 

Never  clean  your  spits  after  they  have  been  end; 
for  the  grease  left  upon  them  by  meat  ia  the  best  tkiDg 
to  preserve  them  livm  rust;  and  when  you  make  vm 
of  them  again,  the  aame  grease  will  keep  the  inside  of 
the  meat  mobt. 

If  you  live  in  a  rich  IVunily,  roasting  and  boiling  sn 
below  the  dignity  of  your  office,  aad  which  it  beeosM 
you  to  be  ignorant  of;  therefuve  leave  that  work  wholly 
to  the  kitchen-wench,  for  fear  ai  disgracing  the  family 
you  live  in. 

If  you  are  employed  in  marketing,  buy  yoor  meat  m 
cheap  as  you  can ;  but  when  you  bring  in  your  aceoeDtik 
be  tender  of  your  master*8  faononr,  and  set  down  (br 
highest  rate  ;  which,  besides,  is  but  justice ;  far  nobody 
can  afford  to  aell  at  the  same  rate  that  he  buys,  and  I 
am  confident  that  you  may  charge  safely ;  ewear  tfait 
you  gave  no  more  than  what  the  butcher  and  ponltov 
asked.  If  your  lady  orden  you  to  eet  up  a  pices  sf 
meat  for  supper,  you  are  not  to  underetand  toat  yon 
most  set  it  up  all,  therefore  you  may  give  half  19  yoa^ 
self  and  the  butler. 

Oood  cooks  cannot  abide  what  they  justly  call 
fiddling  work,  where  abundance  of  time  ia  spent,  sad 
little  done :  auch,  fbr  instance,  is  the  dressing  anill 
birds,  requiring  a  world  of  cocJcery  and  clutter,  and  s 
second  or  third  snit,  which,  by  the  way,  is  absolutelf 
needless;  forit  wiU  be  a  very  ridiculous  thing,  indeed, 
if  a  spit,  which  is  strong  enough  to  turn  a  sirloin  of 
beef,  mould  not  be  able  to  turn  a  lark ;  howercr,  if 
your  lady  be  nice,  and  u  afraid  that  a  large  spit  will 
tear  them,  place  them  handsomely  in  the  dripping^psn, 
where  the  fat  of  roasted  mutton  or  beef  falwig  on  tk 
birds  will  serve  to  baste  them,  and  so  save  both  tiine 
and  butter :  fbr  what  oook  of  any  spirit  would  lose  her 
time  in  picking  larks,  wheatears,  and  other  small  binh  t 
Therefore,  if  you  cannot  get  the  maids  or  the  yoong 
misses  to  assist  yon,  e'en  make  short  work,  and  either 
singe  or  flay  them ;  there  is  no  great  loss  in  the  skinf, 
and  the  flesh  is  just  the  same. 

If  you  are  employed  in  marketing,  do  not  acoe^  ii 
treat  of  a  beef-eteak  and  a  pnt  of  ale  from  the  botoMr* 
which  I  think  in  conscience  is  no  better  than  wronging 
your  master ;  but  do  yon  always  take  that  perquistte  in 
money,  if  you  do  not  go  in  trust ;  or  in  poundi^  when 
you  pav  the  bills. 
The  kitchen  bellows  being  uioally  out  of  otdcr  widi 
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iHrnof  Ike  Are  with  Am  mioile^  to  tave  the  tongs  and 
pokff  .bemnr  the  bellowiout  of  your  Lidy's  bed-chamber, 
which,  hong  leut  ueed,  are  001011101117  the  bat  in  the 
haoati  and  if  yoa  happen  to  damage  or  greaee  them, 
700  hite  a  chanee  to  have  them  left  entirely  for  your 


own 


Ut  a  Uaekgoard  boy  be  always  about  the  house  to 
ffod  OD  jour  cmnds,  and  go  to  market  ibr  you  on 
niny  dayi,  which  will  sare  your  elothes,  and  make 
70a  appear  more  creditable  to  your  mtstreas. 

If  your  mistress  allows  you  the  kitchen-staff,  in  re* 
tnni  of  her  generosity  take  care  to  boil  and  roast  your 
mea  soficieo^.  If  she  keeps  it  for  her  own  profit,  do 
hff  jttftiee;  and  rather  than  let  a  good  fire  be  wanting, 
eoliroi  it  now  and  then  with  the  dripping  and  the 
batter  that  happens  to  turn  to  oil. 

Send  [op  your  meat  well  stuck  with  skewers,  to 
make  it  look  round  and  plump ;  and  an  iron  skewer 
rightly  employed  now  and  ^  then  will  make  it  look 
hiMlaooicr. 

When  yon  roast  a  long  joint  of  meat,  be  careful 
only  about  die  middle,  and  leave  the  two  extreme  parts 
iiv,  which  will  serve  another  time,  and  will  also  save 
firing. 

When  yoa  scour  your  plates  and  dishes,  bend  tiie 
brim  iowud,  so  as  to  make  them  hold  the  more. 

Always  keep  a  large  fire  in  the  kitchen  when  there 
19  a  imaU  dinner,  or  the  family  dines  abroad,  that  the 
nrighboois,  seeing  the  smoke,  may  commend  your 
mi«ter'i  housekeeping :  but  when  much  company  is 
iofited,  dien  be  as  sparing  as  possible  of  your  coals, 
beeauie  a  great  deal  of  the  meat  oeing  half  raw  will  be 
ttved,  ami  serve  next  day. 

Boil  your  meat  constantly  in  pump  water,  because 
yoo  most  soroetinies  want  river  or  pipe  water ;  and 
thca  your  mistress,  observing  your  meat  of  a  different 
colour,  will  chide  you  when  you  are  not  in  fault 

When  yon  have  plenty  of  fowl  in  the  larder,  leave 
^  door  open,  in  pity  to  the  poor  cat,  if  she  be  a  good 


If  yoa  find  it  necessary  to  go  to  market  in  a  wet  day, 
take  out  your  mistresi's  riding-hood  and  cloak,  to  save 
yovelodiesL 

Get  three  or  four  charwomen  to  attend  you  con- 
rtutly  in  the  kitchen,  whom  you  pay  at  small  charges, 
only  with  the  broken  meat,  a  few  coals,  and  all  the 
dn^n. 

To  keep  tnmblesorae  servants  out  of  the  kitchen, 
always  leave  the  winder  sticking  on  the  jack,  to  fkll  on 
theirbeads. 

If  slump  of  soot  fialls  into  tlie  soup,  and  you  cannot 
conveQicntly  get  it  out,  stir  it  well,  and  it  will  give  the 
amp  a  high  French  taste. 

If  you  melt  your  butter  to  oil,  be  under  no  con- 
c<tn,  bat  send  it  up,  for  oil  is  a  genteeler  sauce  than 
better. 

Scitpe  the  bottoms  of  your  pots  and  kettles  with  a 
•drer  gpoon,  for  fear  of  giving  tnem  a  taste  of  copper. 

When  you  send  up  butter  for  sauce,  be  so  thrifty  as 
to  let  it  be  half  water ;  which  is  also  much  whole- 
MDer. 

If  your  butter,  when  it  is  melted,  tastes  of  brass,  it 
n  ymr  niasler*s  fault,  who  will  not  allow  you  a  silver 
oneepan  :  besides,  the  less  of  it  will  go  further,  and 
Mv  tinning  is  very  chargeable ;  if  you  have  a  silver 
moepan,  and  the  butter  smells  of  smoke,  lay  the  fault 
npon  the  coals. 

Nerer  make  use  of  a  spoon  in  anything  that  you  can 
do  with  your  hands,  for  fear  of  wearing  out  your  master*s 
pUte. 

When  yon  find  that  you  cannot  get  dinner  ready  at 
the  time  appointed,  put  the  dock  back,  and  dien  it  may 
h^  lesdy  to  a  minute. 

Ut  aivd-hot  coal  now  and  then  fUl  into  the  dripping* 


pan,  tiiat  the  smoke  of  the  dripping  may  ascend,  and 
give  the  roast  meat  a  high  taste. 

You  are  to  look  upon  the  kitchen  as  yoar  dressing- 
room  ;  but  you  are  not  to  wash  your  hands  till  you 
have  gone  to  the  necessary-house,  and  spitted  your 
meat,  trussed  your  fowl,  picked  your  sallad,  not  indeed 
till  after  tou  have  sent  up  your  second  course ;  for  your 
hands  wiU  be  ten  times  fouler  with  the  many  things 
you  are  forced  to  handle ;  but  when  your  work  is  over, 
one  washing  vrill  serve  for  all. 

There  is  but  one  part  of  your  dressing  that  I  would 
admit  while  the  victuals  are  boiling,  roasting,  or  stew- 
ing ;  I  mean  the  combing  your  head,  which  loses  no 
time^  because  you  can  stand  over  your  cookery,  and 
watch  it  with  one  hand,  while  you  are  using  your  comb 
with  the  other. 

If  any  of  the  combings  happen  to  be  sent  up  with 
the  victuals,  you  may  safely  lay  the  fault  upon  any  of 
the  fbotmen  that  has  vexed  you ;  as  those  gentlemen 
are  sometimes  apt  to  be  malicious,  if  you  refbse  them  a 
sop  in  the  pan,  or  a  slice  from  the  spit,  much  more  when 
you  discharge  a  ladleful  of  hot  porridge  on  their  legs, 
or  send  them  up  to  their  masters  with  a  dish-clout  pinned 
at  their  tails. 

In  roasting  and  boiling,  order  the  kitchen-maid  to 
bring  none  but  large  coals,  and  save  the  small  ones  for 
the  fires  above  stairs;  the  first  are  properest  for  dressing 
meat,  and  when  they  are  out,  if  you  happen  to  miscarry 
in  any  dish,  you  may  fairly  lay  the  fault  upon  want 
of  coals*,  besides,  the  cinder-pickers  will  be  sure  to 
speak  ill  of  your  master's  housekeeping,  where  they  do 
not  find  plenty  of  large  cinders  mixed  with  fresh  large 
coals ;  thus  you  may  dress  your  meat  with  credit,  do 
an  act  of  charity,  raise  the  honour  of  your  master,  and 
sometimes  get  share  of  a  pot  of  ale  for  your  bounty  to 
the  cinder-woman. 

As  soon  as  you  have  sent  up  the  second  course,  you 
have  nothing  to  do  (in  a  great  fhmily)  until  supper ; 
therefore  scour  your  hands  and  face,  put  on  your  hood 
and  scarf,  and  take  your  pleasure  among  your  cronies 
till  nine  or  ten  at  night. — -But  dine  first. 

Let  there  be  always  a  strict  friendship  between  you 
and  the  butler,  for  it  is  both  your  interests  to  be  united ; 
the  buder  often  wants  a  comfortable  tit-bit,  and  you 
much  oftener  a  cool  cup  of  good  liquor.  However,  be 
cautious  of  him,  for  he  is  sometimes  an  inconstant  lover, 
because  he  has  great  advantage  to  allure  the  maids  with 
a  glass  of  sack,  or  white  wine  and  sugar. 

When  you  roast  a  breast  of  veal,  remember  your 
sweetheart  the  butler  loves  a  sweet-bread;  therefore  set 
it  aside  till  evening ;  yon  can  say,  the  cat  or  the  dog 
has  run  away  with  it,  or  you  found  it  tainted,  or  fly- 
blown ;  and  besides,  it  looks  as  well  at  the  table  without 
it  as  with  it. 

When  you  make  the  company  wait  long  for  dinner, 
and  the  meat  be  overdone,  which  is  generally  die  case, 
you  may  lawfully  lay  the  fault  upon  your  lady,  who 
hurried  you  so  to  send  up  dinner,  that  you  was  forced 
to  send  it  up  too  much  boiled  and  roasted. 

If  your  dinner  miscarries  in  almost  every  dish,  how 
could  you  help  it  f  You  were  teased  by  the  footmen 
coming  into  the  kitchen ;  and,  to  prove  it  true,  take 
occasion  to  be  angry,  and  throw  a  ladleful  of  broth  on 
one  or  two  of  their  liveries ;  besides,  Friday  and  Child- 
ermas-day are  two  cross  days  in  the  week,  and  it  is 
impossible  to  have  good  luck  on  either  of  them ;  there- 
fore on  those  two  days  you  have  a  lawful  excuse. 

When  you  are  in  haste  to  take  down  your  dishes,  tip 
them  in  such  a  manner  that  a  doien  will  fiaU  together 
upon  the  dresser,  just  ready  for  your  hand. 

To  save  time  and  trouble,  cut  your  apples  and  onions 
with  the  same  knifSe ;  and  well-bred  gentry  love  the  taste 
of  an  onion  in  ever3^htng  they  eat. 

Lump  three  or  four  pounds  of  butter  together  with 


36t> 


DIRECTIONS  TO  SERVANTS. 


your  hand,  then  dash  it  against  the  wall  just  over  the 
dresser,  so  as  to  have  it  ready  to  pull  by  pieces  as  you 
have  occasion  for  it. 

If  you  have  a  silver  saucepan  for  the  kitchen  use, 
let  nie  advise  you  to  batter  it  all,  and  keep  it  always 
black ;  this  will  be  for  your  nuister's  honour,  for  it 
shows  there  has  been  constant  good  housdteeping ;  and 
make  room  for  the  saucepan  by  wriggling  it  on  the 
coals,  &c 

In  the  same  manner,  if  you  are  allowed  a  large  silver 
spoon  for  the  kitchen,  let  half  the  bowl  of  it  be  worn 
out  widi  continual  scraping  and  stirring,  and  often  say 
merrily,  This  spoon  owes  my  master  no  service. 

When  you  send  up  a  mess  of  broth,  water-gruel,  or 
the  like,  to  your  master  in  a  uioming,  do  not  forget 
with  your  thumb  and  fingers  to  put  salt  on  the  side  of 
the  plate ;  for  if  you  make  use  of  a  spoon  or  the  end 
of  a  knife,  there  may  be  danger  that  the  salt  would  fall, 
and  that  would  be  a  sign  of  ill  luck ;  only  remember 
to  lick  your  thumb  and  fingers  clean  before  you  offer 
to  touch  the  salt. 


CHAPl'ER  III. 

Directions  to  the  Footmaa. 


YouB  employment  being  of  a  mixed  nature,  extends 
to  a  great  variety  of  business,  and  you  stand  in  a  fair 
way  of  being  the  favourite  of  your  master  or  mistress, 
or  of  the  young  masters  and  misses :  you  are  the  fine 
gentleman  of  the  family,  with  whom  all  the  maids  are 
in  love.  You  are  sometimes  a  pattern  of  dress  to  vour 
master,  and  sometimes  he  is  so  to  you.  You  wait  at 
table  in  all  companies,  and  consequently  have  the  oppor- 
tunity to  see  and  know  the  worlo,  and  to  understand 
men  and  manners.  I  confess  your  vails  are  but  few, 
unless  you  are  sent  with  a  present,  or  attend  the  tea  in 
the  country  ;  but  you  are  called  Mr.  in  the  neighbour- 
hood, and  sometimes  pick  up  a  fortune ;  perhaps  your 
master  s  daughter ;  and  I  have  known  many  of  your 
tribe  to  have  good  commands  in  the  army.  In  Town 
you  have  a  seat  reserved  for  you  in  the  playhouse, 
where  you  have  an  opportunity  of  becoming  wits  and 
critic :  you  have  no  professed  enemy  except  the  rabble, 
and  my  lady's  waiting-woman,  who  are  sometimes  apt 
to  call  you  skip-kennel.  I  have  a  true  veneration  for 
your  office,  because  I  had  once  the  honour  to  be  one  of 
your  order,  which  I  foolishly  left  by  demeaning  myself 
with  accepting  an  employment  in  the  custom-house. 
But  that  you,  my  brethren,  may  come  to  better  fortunes, 
I  shall  here  deliva  my  instructions,  which  have  been 
the  fruits  of  much  thought  and  observation,  as  well  as 
of  seven  years'  experience. 

In  order  to  leani  the  secrets  of  other  families,  tell 
them  those  of  your  master's ;  thus  you  will  grow  a  fa- 
vourite both  at  home  and  abroad,  and  be  regarded  as  a 
person  of  importance. 

Never  be  seen  in  the  streets  with  a  basket  or  bundle 
in  your  hands,  and  carry  nothing  but  what  you  can  hide 
in  your  pocket,  otherwise  you  will  disgrace  your 
calling ;  to  prevent  which,  always  retain  a  blackguard 
boy  to  carry  your  load ;  and  if  you  want  farthings, 
pay  him  with  a  good  slice  of  bread,  or  scrap  of  meat 

Let  a  shoe-boy  clean  your  own  shoes  first,  for  fear  of 
fouling  the  chamber,  then  let  him  clean  your  master's ; 
keep  him  on  purpose  for  that  use,  and  to  run  of  errands, 
and  pay  him  with  scraps.  When  you  are  sent  on  an 
errand,  be  sure  to  edge  in  some  business  of  your  own, 
either  to  see  your  sweetheart,  or  drink  a  pot  of  ale  with 
some  brother-servants,  which  is  so  much  time  clear 
gained. 

There  is  a  great  controversy  about  die  most  conve- 
nient and  genteel  way  of  holding  your  plate  at  m.eals ; 
some  stick  it  between  the  frame  and  the  back  of  the 
chair,  which  is  an  excellent  expedient,  where  tlie  make 


of  the  chair  will  aUow  it ;  others,  'lor  ter  die  plsls 
should  fall,  grasp  it  so  firmly  that  their  thumb  rescbei 
to  the  middle  of  the  hollow ;  which,  however,  if  your 
thumb  be  dry,  is  no  secure  method ;  and  dicrefoie,  in 
that  case,  I  advise  you  wetting  the  ball  of  it  with  your 
tongue  :  as  to  that  absurd  practice  of  letting  the  back  of 
the  plate  lie  leaning  on  the  hollow  of  your  hand,  which 
some  ladies  recommend,  it  is  universally  exploded, 
being  liable  to  so  many  accidents.  Others  again  sic  n 
refined  that  they  hold  their  plate  directly  under  tbe 
left  arm-pit,  which  is  the  best  situation  for  keeping  it 
warm ;  but  this  may  be  dangerous  in  the  article  of 
taking  away  a  dish,  where  your  plate  may  happen  to 
fall  upon  some  of  the  company's  heads.  I  oodM 
myself  to  have  objected  against  all  these  ways,  whkb 
I  have  frequently  tried  ;  sind  therefore,  I  recoinimiMi  s 
fourth,  which  is  to  stick  your  plate  up  to  the  rim  in- 
clusive, in  the  left  side,  between  your  waistcoat  snd 
your  shirt :  this  will  keep  it  at  least  as  wann  as  under 
your  arm-pit  or  ockster,  as  the  Scots  call  it;  thii  will 
bide  it  so  as  strangers  may  take  you  for  a  better 
servant,  too  good  to  hold  a  plate ;  tiiis  will  secure  it 
from  falling,  and  thus  disposed,  it  lies  ready  for  yon 
to  whip  out  in  a  moment,  ready  warmed,  to  any  gueit 
within  your  reach  who  may  want  it.  And  lastly,  tbcit 
is  another  convenience  in  this  mediod,  that  if  at  saf 
time  during  your  waiting  you  find  younttlf  going  to 
cough  or  sneeze,  vou  can  immediately  snatch  out  the 
plate,  and  hold  the  hollow  part  close  to  your  nose  or 
moudi,  and  thus  prevent  spirting  any  moistore  from 
either,  upon  the  dishes  or  the  ladies'  dress;  yon  lee 
gentlemen  and  ladies  observe  alike  practice  on  such  an 
occasion,  with  a  hat  or  handkerchief;  yet  a  {date  i*W 
fouled,  and  sooner  cleaned,  than  either  of  these;  for, 
when  your  cough  or  sneeze  is  over,  it  is  bat  letanuBi; 
your  plate  to  the  same  position,  and  your  shiit  >hsU 
clean  it  in  the  passage. 

Take  off  the  largest  dishes,  and  set  them  on  with  one 
hand,  to  show  the  ladies  your  vigour  and  stren^  of 
back  ;  but  always  do  it  between  two  ladies,  that  if  the 
dish  happens  to  slip,  the  soup  or  sauce  may  fall  on  their 
clothes,  and  not  daub  the  floor ;  by  this  practice,  two<tf 
our  brethren,  my  worthy  friends,  got  coosidenble 
fortunes. 

Leam  all  the  new-iashion  words,  and  oaths,  snd 
songs,  and  scraps  of  plays,  that  your  memory  csu  bold. 
Thus  you  will  oecome  the  delight  of  nine  ladies  in  ten, 
and  the  envy  of  ninety-nine  beauxa  in  a  hundred. 

Take  care  tha^  at  certain  periods,  during  Idiosa 
especially,  when  persons  of  quality  are  ther^  yoQ  sn^ 
your  brethren  be  ail  out  of  the  room  together ;  by  which 
you  will  give  yourself  some  ease  from  the  fatigue  of 
waiting,  and  at  the  same  time  leave  the  compsoy  i» 
converse  more  freely,  without  being  constrained  by  joor 
presence. 

When  you  are  sent  on  a  message,  deliver  it  in  jcnt 
own  words,  although  it  be  to  a  duke  or  a  ducheis,  snd 
not  in  the  words  of  your  master  or  lady ;  for  how  as 
they  understand  what  belongs  to  a  message  as  well » 
you,  who  have  been  bred  to  the  employment!  Bot 
never  deliver  the  answer  till  it  is  called  for,  and  then 
adoni  it  in  your  own  style. 

When  dinner  is  done,  carry  down  a  great  ^'^^ 
plates  to  the  kitchen,  and  when  you  come  to  the  hM 
of  the  stairs,  trundle  them  all  before  you :  there  is  im^ 
a  more  agreeable  sight  or  sound,  especially  if  tbev  he 
silver,  besides  the  trouble  they  save  you,  and  there  they 
will  lie  ready  near  the  kitchen-door  for  the  scullion  to 
wash  them. 

If  you  are  bringing  up  a  joint  of  meat  in  a  dish,  and 
it  falls  out  of  your  hand  before  you  get  into  thediiiinr 
room,  with  the  meat  on  the  ground,  and  the  jsuoe 
spilled,  take  up  the  meat  gently,  wipe  it  with  the  wp 
of  your  coat,  then  put  it  again  into  the  dish,  and  »i^ 
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it  op;  ad  wImd  your  lady  muMi  the  Miace,  tell  her  it 
ii  to  be  lat  up  io  a  plate  bj  itwlf. 

Wba  joQ  carry  up  a  din  of  meat,  dip  your  fingers 
in  the  ttooe,  or  lick  it  with  your  tongue,  to  try  whether 
it  be  good  ud  fit  for  your  maiter'i  table. 

VoQ  tie  the  bert  judge  of  what  acquaintance  your 
lid/  ooght  to  have,  and  therefore  if  the  aenda  you  on 
a  mnmgf  of  compliment  or  buiineas  to  a  family  you 
do  not  like,  deliver  the  aniwer  in  such  a  manner  as 
my  bvwd  aquaiiel  between  them  not  to  be  reconciled ; 
or  if  a  foolinaa  coBaes  from  the  same  family  on  the  like 
rnind,  torn  the  answer  she  orders  you  to  deliver,  in 
RKb  a  flBsoncr,  as  ^  other  family  may  take  it  for  an 
aflraot. 

When  joQ  are  in  lodgings,  and  no  shoe*boy  to  be 
pA,  dem  your  master's  shoes  with  the  bottom  of  the 
curtaim^  a  dean  napkin,  or  your  landlady's  apron. 

Kvcrvflsr  your  hat  in  the  house,  but  when  your 
nutttet  csUi;  and  aa  soon  as  you  come  into  his  preaence, 
pttU  it  off  to  show  your  manners. 

Nettr  dean  your  shoes  on  the  scraper,  but  in  the 
entry,  or  st  die  foot  of  die  stairs,  by  which  you  will 
bare  tbs  credit  of  being  at  home  almost  a  minute 
iooiicr,siid  the  scraper  will  last  longer. 

Never  sak  leave  to  go  abroad,  for  then  it  will  be 
^nyi  known  that  you  are  ahaent,  and  you  will  be 
tbottght  an  idle,  rambling  fellow ;  whereas  if  you  go 
«a  and  nobody  observes  you,  you  have  a  chance  of 
cMnii^  home  without  being  miaaed ;  and  you  need  not 
tell  yoor  feUow-eervanta  where  yon  are  gone,  for  they 
Till  be  sure  to  say  you  were  in  the  bouse  but  two 
minures  ago,  which  is  the  duty  of  all  servants. 

Souff  the  candles  with  your  fingers,  and  throw  the 
naff  OD  the  floor,  and  then  tread  it  out,  to  prevent 
ffinking:  this  method  will  very  much  save  the  snufiters 
^roin  wearing  out.  You  ought  also  to  snuff  them  close 
to  the  tallow,  which  will  make  them  run,  and  so  increase 
(br  pcrqaiaile  of  the  cook'a  kitehen-atuff ;  for  ahe  is  the 
Fnon  jrou  ought  in  prudence  to  be  well  with. 

While  grace  is  saying  after  meat,  do  you  and  your 
^uvtiim  talks  the  chain  from  behind  the  company,  so 
^  vheo  they  go  to  sit  again,  they  may  fiUl  backward, 
which  will  make  them  all  merry ;  but  be  you  so  discreet 
tt  to  hold  your  laughter  till  you  get  to  the  kitchen, 
^  thra  divert  your  fellow -servants. 

^1m&  you  know  your  master  is  most  busy  in  com- 
poj,  come  in  and  pretend  to  settle  about  the  room,  and 
if  ha  chidaa,  say,  you  thought  he  rung  the  bell.  This 
v.U  divert  him  frum  plodding  on  busineaa  too  much, 
or  fpeodi^g  himself  in  talk,  or  racking  his  thoughts,  all 
vhich  are  hurtful  to  his  constitution. 

If  yon  are  ordered  to  break  the  claw  of  a  crab  or  a 
hhattr,  clap  it  between  the  sides  of  the  dining-room 
^  between  the  binges :  thus  yon  can  do  it  gradually, 
viifaoQt  maahiiig  the  meat,  which  is  often  Uie  fate  of 
tlif  itnet-door  key,  or  the  peatle. 

^liCQ  you  take  a  foul  plate  from  any  of  the  gueafa, 
>ni  ohmve  the  foul  knife  and  fork  lying  on  the  plate, 
^  w  par  dexterity ;  take  un  the  plate,  and  throw  off 
i>  knife  and  fork  on  the  table,  witoout  ahaking  off  the 
^"M  or  brokoi  meat  that  are  left ;  tlien  the  gueat,  who 
^  vaon  time  than  you,  will  wipe  the  fork  and  knife 

^  heu  you  carry  a  glasa  of  liquor  to  any  person  who 
hu  called  for  it,  do  not  bob  him  on  the  shoulder,  or  cry, 
u,  or  nadam,  beve'a  the  glaaa ;  that  would  be  unman- 
riefly,  m  if  you  had  a  mind  to  force  it  down  one's 
t-'tfott,  but  stand  at  the  peraoira  left  ahoulder,  and  wait 
bu  time;  gnd  if  be  atrikea  it  down  with  hia  elbow  by 
f^rirrtlnbiaei^  that  was  hia  fault,  and  not  youra. 

^^  hen  your  raiatreaa  sends  you  for  a  hackney-coach 
u*  A  wet  day,  coene  back  in  the  coach,  to  save  your 
clothes  and  the  trouble  of  walking :  it  is  better  the 
v^'tlom  of  her  petticoats  ahould  be  dangled  with  your 


dirty  ahoea,  than  your  liwy  be  spoiled,  and  yoniaelf 
get  a  cold. 

There  ia  no  indignity  ao  great  to  one  of  your  atation, 
aa  that  of  lighting  your  maater  in  the  atreeta  with  a 
lantern;  and  therefore  it  ia  very  honeat  policy  to  try 
all  arta  how  to  evade  it;  besides,  it  shows  your  master 
to  be  either  poor  or  covetous,  which  are  the  two  worat 
qualities  you  can  meet  with  in  any  service.  When  I  was 
under  these  circumstances,  I  made  use  of  several  wise 
expedienta,  which  1  here  recommend  to  you :  aometimes 
I  took  a  candle  ao  long,  that  it  reached  to  the  very  top 
of  the  lantern,  and  burned  it ;  but  my  master,  after  a 
good  beating,  ordered  me  to  paste  it  over  wiUi  paper. 
I  then  used  a  middling  candle,  but  stuck  it  so  loose  in 
the  socket,  that  it  leaned  toward  one  side,  and  burned  a 
whole  quarter  of  the  horn.  Then  I  used  a  bit  of  candle 
of  half  an  inch,  which  sunk  in  the  socket,  and  melted 
the  solder,  and  forced  my  master  to  waljc  half  the  way 
in  the  dark.  Then  he  made  me  stick  two  incha  of 
candle  in  the  place  where  the  socket  was,  after  which 
I  pretended  to  stumble,  put  out  the  candle,  and 
broke  all  the  tin  part  to  pieces :  at  last,  he  was  forced 
to  make  uae  of  a  lantern-boy,  out  of  perfect  good 
huabandry. 

It  ta  much  to  be  lamented  that  the  gentlemen  of  our 
employment  have  but  two  handa  to  carry  plates,  diahea, 
bottles,  and  the  like,  out  of  the  room  at  meala ;  and 
the  miafortune  ia  still  the  greater,  becauae  one  of  those 
hands  is  required  to  open  the  door,  while  yon  are  en- 
cumbered with  your  load;  therefore  I  advise,  that  the 
door  may  be  always  left  a-jar,  so  as  to  open  it  with 
your  foot,  and  then  you  may  carry  out  platea  and  dishes 
from  your  belly  up  to  your  chin,  besides  a  good  quan- 
tity of  things  under  your  arms,  which  will  save  you 
many  a  weary  step ;  but  take  care  that  none  of  the 
burden  falb  till  you  are  out  of  the  room,  and,  if  pos- 
sible, out  of  hearing. 

If  you  are  sent  to  the  post-office  with  a  letter  in  a 
cold  rainy  night,  step  to  the  ale-house  and  take  a  pot, 
until  it  IS  supposed  you  have  done  your  errand ;  out 
take  the  next  fair  opportunity  to  put  the  letter  in  care- 
fully, as  becomes  an  honest  servant 

If  you  are  ordered  to  make  coffee  for  the  ladies  after 
dinner,  and  the  pot  happens  to  boil  over  while  you  are 
running  up  for  a  spoon  to  stir  it,  or  thinking  of  some- 
thing dse,  or  struggling  with  the  chamber-maid  for  a 
kiaa,  wipe  the  aidea  of  the  pot  clean  with  a  dish-olout^ 
carry  up  your  coffee  boldly,  and  when  your  lady  finds 
it  too  weak,  and  examines  you  whether  it  has  not  run 
over,  deny  the  fact  absolutely ;  swear  you  put  in  more 
coffee  than  ordinary,  that  you  never  stirred  an  inch 
from  it,  that  you  strove  to  make  it  better  than  usual, 
because  your  miatreaa  had  ladiea  with  her,  that  the  aer- 
vanta  in  the  kitchen  will  juatify  what  you  aay ;  upon 
thia,  ]ron  will  find  that  the  other  ladiea  will  pronounce 
your  coffee  to  be  very  good,  and  your  miatreaa  will 
confeaa  that  her  mouth  ia  out  of  taate,  and  ahe  will  for 
the  future  auapect  heraelf,  and  be  more  cautioua  in 
finding  fault.  Thia  I  would  have  you  do  from  a  prin- 
ciple of  conacience,  for  coffee  ia  very  unwholeaome,  and, 
out  of  affection  to  your  lady,  you  ought  to  give  it  her 
as  weak  as  possible ;  and  upon  this  argument,  when 
you  have  a  mind  to  treat  any  of  the  maids  with  a  dish 
of  freah  coffee,  you  may  and  ought  to  aubtract  a  part 
of  the  powder,  on  account  of  your  lady  s  health,  and 
getting  her  maid's  good  will. 

If  your  master  aenda  you  with  a  small,  trifling  present 
to  one  of  hia  frienda,  be  aa  careful  of  it  aa  you  would 
be  of  a  diamond-ring ;  therefore,  if  the  preaent  be  only 
half-a-nloieu  pippina,  aend  up  the  aervant  who  received 
the  message,  to  aay  that  you  were  ordered  to  deliver 
them  with  your  own  handa.  Thu  will  ahow  vour  ex- 
actneaa  and  care  to  prevent  aocidaita  or  mistakes ;  and 
the  gentleman  or  lady  cannot  do  leas  than  give  you  a 
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•billing :  lo  when  your  matter  receiTes  the  like  present, 
teach  the  meesenger  who  brings  it  to  do  the  same,  and 
gi^e  your  master  hints  that  may  stir  up  his  generosity  ; 
for  brother*  servants  should  assist  one  another,  since  it 
is  all  for  their  master's  honour,  which  is  the  chief  point 
to  be  consulted  by  every  good  servant,  and  of  which  he 
is  the  best  judge. 

When  you  step  but  a  few  doors  off  to  tattle  with  a 
wench,  or  take  a  running  pot  of  ale,  or  to  see  a  brother 
footman  going  to  be  hanged,  leave  the  street  door  open, 
that  you  may  not  be  forced  to  knock,  and  your  master 
discover  you  are  gone  out ;  for  a  quarter  of  an  hour's 
time  can  do  his  servicse  no  injury. 

When  you  take  away  the  remaining  pieces  of  bread 
aA-er  dinner,  nut  them  on  foul  plates,  and  press  ^em 
down  with  other  plates  over  them,  so  as  nobody  can 
touch  them ;  and  so  they  will  be  a  good  perquisite  to 
the  blackguard,  boy  in  ordinary. 

When  you  are  forced  to  clean  your  master's  shoes 
with  your  own  hand,  use  the  edge  of  the  sharpest  case- 
knife,  and  dry  them  with  the  toes  an  inch  from  the  fire, 
because  wet  shoes  are  dangerous,  and  besides  by  these 
arts  you  will  get  them  the  sooner  for  yourself. 

In  some  families  the  master  often  sends  to  the  tavern 
for  a  bottle  of  wine,  and  you  are  the  messenger :  I  ad- 
vise  you  therefore  to  take  the  smallest  bottle  you  can 
find ;  but,  however,  make  die  drawer  give  you  a  full 
quart,  then  you  will  get  a  good  sup  for  yourself,  and 
your  bottle  will  be  filled.  As  for  a  cork  to  stop  it,  you 
need  be  at  no  trouble,  for  the  ^umb  will  doaswel^  or 
a  bit  of  dirty  chewed  paper. 

In  all  disputes  with  chairmen  and  coachmen,  for  de- 
manding too  much,  when  your  master  sends  you  down 
to  chaffer  with  them,  take  pity  of  the  poor  fellows,  and 
tell  your  master  that  they  will  not  take  a  Ikrthingless : 
it  is  more  for  your  interest  to  get  share  of  a  pot  of  ale, 
than  to  save  a  shilling  for  your  master,  to  whom  it  is 
a  trifle. 

When  you  attend  your  lady  in  a  dark  night,  if  she 
uses  her  coach,  do  not  walk  by  the  coach-side,  so  as  to 
tire  and  dirt  yourself,  but  get  up  into  your  proper  place 
behind  it,  and  so  hold  the  flambeau  slopmg  forward 
over  the  coach  roof;  and  when  it  wants  snuffing,  dash 
it  against  the  comers. 

When  you  leave  your  lady  at  church  on  Sundays, 
you  have  two  hoius  safe  to  spend  with  your  companions 
at  the  ale-hoose,  or  over  a  beef- steak  and  a  pot  of  beer 
at  home  with  the  cook  and  the  maids ;  and,  indeed, 
poor  servants  have  so  few  opportunities  to  be  happy 
that  they  ought  not  to  lose  any. 

Never  wear  socks  when  you  wait  at  meals,  on  ac- 
count of  your  own  health,  as  well  as  of  them  who  sit 
at  table;  because  as  most  ladies  like  the  smell  of 
young  men's  toes,  so  it  is  a  sovereign  remedy  against 
vapours. 

Chooae  a  service,  if  you  can,  where  your  livery  co- 
lours are  least  tawdry  and  distinguishing ;  green  and 
vellow  immediately  betray  your  ofiice,  and  so  do  all 
kinds  of  lace,  except  silver,  which  will  hardly  fall  to 
your  share,  unless  with  a  duke,  or  some  prodigal  just 
come  to  his  estate.  I'he  colours  you  ought  to  wish 
for  are  blue,  or  filemot  turned  up  with  red ;  which, 
with  a  borrowed  sword,  a  borrowed  air,  your  master's 
linen,  and  a  natural  and  improved  confidence,  wiV 
give  you  what  title  you  please,  where  you  are  not 
known. 

When  you  carry  dishes  or  other  things  out  of  the 
room  at  meals,  fill  both  your  hands  as  lull  as  possible ; 
for  although  you  may  sometimes  spill,  and  sometimes 
let  fall,  yet  you  will  find  at  the  year's  end  you  have 
made  great  despatch  and  saved  abundance  of  time. 

If  your  master  or  mistress  happen  to  walk  the  streets, 
keep  on  one  side  and  as  much  on  the  level  with  them 
41  you  can,  which  people  observing,  will  either  think 


you  do  not  belong  to  them,  or  that  you  are  oneof  tiiar 
companions ;  but  if  either  of  them  happen  to  torn  heck 
and  speak  to  you,  so  that  you  asc  under  the  neocsnty  to 
take  off  your  hat,  use  but  your  thumb  and  one  finger, 
and  scratch  your  head  with  the  rest. 

In  winter  time  light  the  dining-room  fire  bat  Iwoni- 
nutes  before  dinner  is  served  up,  that  your  master  may 
see  how  saving  yon  are  of  bis  coals. 

When  you  are  ordered  to  stir  up  the  fire,  e\mn  sway 
the  ashes  from  betwixt  the  bars  with  the  fiie-bnuh. 

When  you  are  ordered  to  call  a  coach,  althmgh  it  be 
midnight,  go  no  further  than  the  door,  for  ftar  of  btiDf; 
out  of  the  way  when  you  are  wanted ;  and  there  itud 
bawling.  Coach,  coach,  for  half  an  hour. 

Although  you  gentlemen  in  livery  have  the  midat' 
tune  to  be  treated  scurvily  by  all  mankind,  yet  ym 
make  a  shift  to  keep  up  your  spirits,  and  sometinicB 
arrive  at  considerable  fortunes.  I  was  an  iotimite 
friend  to  oue  of  our  brethren  who  was  footman  to  i 
court  lady ;  she  had  an  honourable  employment,  v» 
sister  to  an  earl,  and  the  widow  of  a  man  of  qoaJity. 
She  observed  something  so  polite  in  my  friemL,  the 
gracefulness  with  which  he  tripped  befovs  her  chair. 
and  put  bis  hair  under  his  hat,  that  she  rasde  bim 
manv  advances ;  and  one  day  taking  the  air  in  her 
coach,  with  Tom  behind  it,  the  coachman  miitook 
the  way,  and  stopped  at  a  privileged  chapel,  where  tbe 
couple  were  married,  and  Tom  came  home  in  the 
chariot  by  bis  lady's  side:  but  be  unfortuaalciy 
taught  her  to  drink  brandy,  of  which  she  died,  aA^ 
having  pawned  all  her  plate  to  purchase  it,  and  Ton 
is  now  a  journeyman  maltster. 

Boucher,  the  famous  gamester,  was  another  of  on 
fraternity :  and  when  he  was  wortii  50,000£  be  dasiiel 
the  duke  of  Buckingham  for  an  arrear  of  wsfsi  in 
his  service :  and  I  could  instance  many  more,  par- 
ticularly another,  whose  son  had  one  of  the  chief  en* 
ployments  at  court :  and  it  is  sufficient  to  girt  yen 
the  following  advice,  which  is,  to  be  pert  aoid  anry 
to  all  mankind,  especially  to  tlie  cha|Main,  the  wait> 
ing-woman,  and  die  better  sort  of  servants  in  a  vernn 
of  quality's  family ;  and  value  not  now  and  tben  a 
kicking,  or  a  caning,  for  your  insolence  will  st  la^t 
turn  to  good  account ;  and  from  wearing  a  livery,  too 
may  probably  soon  carry  a  pair  of  colours. 

When  you  wait  behind  a  chair  at  meals,  keep  ceo* 
stantly  wriggling  the  back  of  the  chair  that  the  pa«ii 
behind  whom  you  stand  may  know  you  are  reaid|r  to 
attend  him. 

When  you  carry  a  parcel  of  china  plates,  if  thff 
chance  to  fall,  as  it  is  a  frequent  misfortune,  yoor  ex- 
cuse must  be,  that  a  dog  ran  across  you  in  the  IaII: 
that  the  chamber-maid  accidentally  pushed  the  <!«< 
against  you ;  that  a  mop  stood  across  the  entry,  and 
tripped  you  up ;  that  your  sleeve  stuck  agsins^  i^ 
key,  or  button  of  the  lock. 

When  your  master  and  lady  are  talking  tog«tli€r 
in  their  bed-chamber,  and  you  have  some  coipint" 
that  you  or  your  fellow-servants  are  concerned  m 
what  they  say,  listen  at  the  door,  for  the  public  f^ 
of  all  the  servants,  and  join  all  to  take  proper  wtf 
sures  for  preventing  any  iimovations  thai  may  hoit 
the  community. 

Be  not  proud  in  prosperity :  you  have  heard  tbt 
fortune  turns  on  a  wheel ;  if  you  have  a  good  plM«' 
you  are  at  the  top  of  the  wheel.  Remember  bo* 
often  you  have  been  stripped,  and  kicked  ont  of  doofi 
your  wages  all  taken  up  before-hand,  and  f]^t  ^ 
translated  red-heeled  shoes,  second-hand  tonpees,  and 
repaired  laced  ruffles,  beside  a  swinging  debt  to  toe 
ale-wife  and  the  brandy-shop.  THie  neighbouring tsys^' 
who  before  would  beckon  you  over  to  a  satoory  w| 
of  ox-cheek  in  the  morning,  give  it  you  gf»ti».  *^ 
only  score  you  up  for  the  liquor,  immediately  •^ 
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yvn  wm  pftoked  off  in  disgrace,  carried  a  petition  to 

yoof  mater,  to  be  paid  out  of  your  waget,  whereof  not  a 

futhing  vii  due,  and  then  ponued  you  trich  bailiffs 

into  «v«y  Mind  cellar.     Remember  how  soon  you 

gnw  ih&bby,  threadbare,  and  out  at  heels ;  was  forced 

to  bamw  an  old  livery  coat,  to  make  your  appear* 

vne  while  you  were  looking  for  a  place :  and  sneak 

to  ffcry  boose  where  you  had  an   old  acquaintance, 

to  itn}  yea  a  scrap  to  keep  life  and  soul  together ; 

and,  npoB  the  whole,  were  in   the  lowest  station  of 

bumsn  life,  which,  as  the  old  ballad  says,  is  that  of  a 

ik)p>kcnnel  turned  out  of  place ;  I  say,  remember  all 

diis  DOW  in  your  flourishing  oondition.     Pay  your  con- 

tnbtttiom  duly  to  your  late  brothers  the  cadets,  who 

trr  left  to  the  wide  world  ;  take  one  of  tiiem  as  your 

dffKndoit,  to  send  on  your  lady^s  messages,  when  you 

hiTs  a  mind  to  go  to  the  ale-house ;  slip  him  out  pri- 

Tatdy,  now  and  tfien,  a  slice  of  bread,  and  bit  of  cold 

meat;  yonr  master  can  afford  it ;  and  if  he  he  not  yet 

pot  npoo  establishment  for  a  lodging,  let  him  lie  in 

the  itable  or  the  ooach-house,  or  under  the  back -stairs, 

sod  reeonmeDd  him  to  all  the  gentlemen  who  frequent 

your  boose  as  an  excellent  servant. 

To  grow  old  in  the  office  of  a  fbotman  is  the  highest 
of  all  indignities;  therefore,  when  you  And  years 
eoming  on,  without  hopes  of  a  place  at  court,  a  com* 
nand  in  the  army,  a  succession  to  the  stewardship,  an 
employment  in  the  t«vemie,  (which  two  last  you  can  • 
tioc  obtain  without  reading  and  writing,)  or  running 
•Tty  with  your  maater*s  niece  or  daughter,  I  directly 
t*hve  you  to  go  upon  the  rood,  which  is  the  only  post 
of  boooor  left  you ;  theie  you  will  meet  many  of  your 
old  cffittiades,  and  live  a  short  life  and  a  merry  one, 
uid  make  a  figure  at  your  exit^  wherein  I  will  give 
yoa  lome  instructioDS. 

The  last  advice  I  give  you  relates  to  your  behaviour 
vben  yoQ  are  going  to  be  hanged ;  which,  either  for 
roMnng  your  master,  for  house-breaking,  or  going  upon 
the  highway,  or,  in  a  drunken  quarrel,  by  killing  the 
flnt  man  yea  meet,  may  very  probably  be  your  lot, 
•nd  ii  owing  to  one  of  tlieae  three  qualities ;  either  a 
W  of  good  fellowship,  a  generosity  of  mind,  or  too 
murh  vivacity  of  spirits.  Your  good  behaviour  on 
thii  article  will  concern  your  whole  community. 
t)«ny  the  fact  with  all  solemnity  of  imprecations :  a 
^midxtd  ef  your  brethren,  if  they  can  be  admitted, 
vill  stteod  about  the  bar,  and  be  ready,  upon  demand, 
to  pn  yon  a  eharaetsr  before  the  court.  Let  nothing 
pv^ail  on  you  to  confess,  but  the  promise  of  a  pardon 
h  ditoovering  your  comrades :  but  I  suppose  all  this 
t»  hp  m  vain ;  for  if  you  escape  now,  your  fate  will  be 
the  mms  anodier  day.  Get  a  si)eech  to  be  written  by 
t^  belt  author  of  Newgate;  some  of  your  kind 
*«ncbeiwill  provide  ]rou  with  a  Holland  shirt  and 
vhii«  cap,  crowned  with  a  erimaon  or  black  ribbon : 
^c  We  cheerlViIly  of  all  yonr  fHenda  in  Newgate ; 
>"'^^>nt  the  cart  with  courage;  fall  on  your  knees; 
ltd  ap  yonr  eyea ;  hold  a  book  in  your  bands,  although 
7p«  eaonot  read  a  word ;  deny  the  fact  at  the  gallowa ; 
><«  and  forgive  the  hangman,  and  ao  farewell :  you 
■^  be  boiied  in  pomp,  at  the  charge  of  the  fraternity ; 
t^nrgeoo  ahall  not  touch  a  limb  of  you ;  and  your 
'une  ifaall  continue  until  a  auccesaor  of  equal  renown 
"WKdt  in  your  place. 


CHAPTER  IV. 

Direatkma  to  the  Coachman. 

^  ne  itrictly  bound  to  nothing  but  to  step  into  the 
hoi.  sad  carry  your  master  or  lady. 

^  y<mr  horses  be  so  well  trained  that  when  yon 
at^id  yimr  lady  at  a  visit,  they  will  wait  until  you  slip 
iBlo  a  Dcigbbottriog  ale-house  to  toke  a  pot  with  a  friend. 

v^lien  you  are  in  no  humour  to  drive,  tell  your 
thai  the  hones  have  got  a  cold,  that  they  want 


shoeing,  that  rain  does  them  hurt,  and  ronghens  their 
coat,  and  rots  the  harness.  This  may  likewise  be 
applied  to  the  groom. 

If  your  master  dines  with  a  country  friend,  drink  as 
much  as  you  can  get ;  because  it  is  allowed  tiiat  a 
good  coachman  never  drives  so  well  as  when  he  is 
drunk  ;  and  then  show  your  skill  by  driving  to  an 
inch  by  a  precipice,  and  say  you  never  drive  ao  well 
as  when  drunk. 

If  you  find  any  gentleman  fond  of  one  of  your  horses, 
and  willing  to  give  you  a  consideration  beside  the  price, 
perauade  your  maater  to  aell  him,  becauae  he  ia  ao 
vicioua  that  you  cannot  undertake  to  drive  him,  and  ia 
foundered  into  the  bargain. 

Cret  a  blackguard  boy  to  watch  your  coach  at  the 
church-door  on  Sundaya,  that  you  and  your  brother- 
coachmen  may  be  merry  together  at  the  ale-house, 
while  your  master  and  lady  are  at  church. 

Take  care  that  your  wheels  be  good,  and  get  a  new 
set  bought  as  ofleo  as  you  can,  whether  you  are  allowed 
the  old  as  your  perquisite  or  not :  in  one  case  it  will 
turn  to  your  honest 'profit,  and  in  the  other  it  will  be 
a  just  punishment  on  your  master's  covetousnass ;  and. 
probably  the  coach-maker  will  consider  you  too. 

CHAPTER  V. 

Direetioiu  to  tli«  Groom. 

You  are  the  servant  upon  whom  the  care  of  your 
master  s  honour  in  all  journeys  entirely  depends ;  your 
breast  is  the  sole  repository  of  it.  If  he  travels  the 
country,  and  lodges  at  inns,  every  dram  of  brandy, 
every  pot  of  ale  extraordinary  that  you  drink  raiiea 
his  character ;  and  therefore  his  reputation  ought  to  be 
dear  to  you ;  and  I  hope  you  will  not  stint  yourself  in 
either.  The  smith,  the  saddler'a  journeyman,  the  cook 
at  the  inn,  the  oatler,  and  the  boot-catcher,  ought  all, 
by  your  meana,  to  partake  of  your  maater  a  generosity  : 
thus  bis  fiune  will  reach  from  one  county  to  another ; 
and  what  is  a  gallon  of  ale,  or  a  pint  of  brandy  in  his 
worship's  pocket  1  And  although  he  should  be  in  the 
number  of  those  who  value  their  credit  leaa  than  their 
puree,  yet  your  care  of  the  former  ought  to  be  so  much 
the  greater.  His  horse  wanted  two  removes;  your 
horse  wanted  nails ;  his  allowanoe  of  oats  and  beans 
was  greater  than  the  journey  required ;  a  third  may  ha 
retrenched,  and  turned  into  ale  or  brandy ;  and  thus 
his  honour  may  be  preserved  by  your  discretion,  and 
leaa  expenae  to  him;  or,  he  travela  with  no  other 
servant,  the  matter  is  easily  made  up  in  the  bill, 
between  you  and  the  tapster. 

Therefore,  as  soon  as  you  alight  at  the  inn,  deliver 
your  horses  to  the  stable-boy,  ami  let  him  gallop  them 
to  the  next  pond  :  then  call  for  a  pot  of  ale,  for  it  is 
very  fit  that  a  Christian  ahould  drink  before  a  beast 
Leave  your  master  to  the  cars  of  the  servants  in  the 
inn,  and  your  horses  to  those  in  the  stable :  thus  both 
he  and  they  are  left  in  the  properest  hands ;  but  you 
are  to  provide  for  yourself;  therefore  get  your  supper, 
drink  freely,  and  go  to  bed  without  troubling  your 
master,  who  is  in  ^ter  hands  than  yours.  The  ostler 
is  an  honest  fellow,  and  loves  horses  in  his  heart,  and 
would  not  wrong  the  dumb  creatures  for  the  world. 
Be  tender  of  your  master,  and  order  the  servants  not  to 
wake  him  too  early.  G«^  your  breakfast  before  he  is 
nn,  that  he  may  not  wait  for  you ;  make  the  ostler  tell 
him  the  roads  are  very  good,  and  the  miles  short ;  but 
advise  him  to  stay  a  litUe  longer,  till  the  weather  clears 
up,  for  he  is  afraid  there  will  be  rain,  and  he  will  be 
time  enough  after  dinner. 

Let  your  master  mount  before  you,  out  of  good 
manners.     As  he  is  leaving  the  inn,  drop  a  good  word 
in  favour  of  the  ostler,  what  care  he  tooV  nf  th«  r.Aftl« ; 
and  add  that  you  never  saw  civill 
your  master  ride  on  before,  and  do  yo 
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landlord  has  given  yoa  a  dram ;  then  gallop  after  him 
through  the  town  or  village  with  full  speed,  for  fear  he 
should  want  you,  and  to  show  your  horsemanship. 

If  yott  are  a  piece  of  a  farrier,  as  every  good  groom 
ought  to  be,  get  sack,  brandy,  or  strong  beer,  to  rub 
your  horses'  heels  every  night,  and  be  not  sparing,  for 
(if  any  be  spent)  what  is  left,  you  know  how  to  dispose 
of  it. 

Consider  your  master's  health,  and  rather  than  let 
him  take  long  journeys,  say  the  cattle  are  weak,  and 
fallen  in  their  flesh  with  hard  riding ;  tell  him  of  a 
very  good  inn  five  miles  nearer  than  he  intended  to  go ; 
or  leave  one  of  his  horse's  fore-shoes  loose  in  the  morn- 
ing ;  or  contrive  that  the  saddle  may  pinch  the  beast 
in  his  withers ;  or  keep  him  without  com  all  night  and 
morning,  so  that  he  may  tire  on  the  road  ;  or  wedge  a 
thin  plate  of  iron  between  the  hoof  and  the  shoe,  to 
make  him  halt :  and  all  this  in  perfect  tenderness  to 
your  master. 

When  you  are  going  to  be  hired,  and  the  gentleman 
asks  you,  Whether  you  are  apt  to  be  drunk  f  own 
freely  that  you  love  a  cup  of  good  ale ;  but  that  it  is 
your  way,  drunk  or  sober,  never  to  neglect  your  horses. 
When  your  master  has  a  mind  to  ride  out  for  the 
air,  or  for  pleasure,  if  any  private  business  of  your  own 
makes  it  inconvenient  for  you  to  attend  him,  give  him 
to  understand  that  the  horses  want  bleeding  or  purging ; 
that  his  own  pad  has  got  a  surfeit ;  or  that  the  saddle 
wants  stuffing,  and  his  bridle  is  gone  to  be  mended ; 
this  yon  may  honestly  do,  because  it  will  be  no  injury 
to  the  horses  or  your  master,  and  at  the  same  time 
ahows  the  great  care  you  have  of  the  poor  dumb 
creatures. 

If  there  be  a  particular  inn  in  the  town  whither 
you  are  going,  and  where  you  are  well  acquainted  with 
the  ostler  or  tapster,  and  the  people  of  the  house,  find 
fault  with  the  other  iims,  and  recommend  your  master 
thither ;  it  may  probably  be  a  pot  and  a  dram  or  two 
more  in  your  way,  and  to  your  master^s  honour. 

If  your  master  sends  you  to  buy  hay,  deal  with  those 
who  will  be  the  most  liberal  to  you ;  for  service  being 
no  inheritance,  you  ought  not  to  let  slip  any  lawful 
and  customary  perquisite.  If  your  master  buys  it 
himself,  he  wrongs  you ;  and,  to  teach  him  his  duty, 
be  sure  to  find  fault  with  the  hay  as  long  as  it  lasts ; 
and,  if  the  horses  thrive  with  it,  the  fault  is  yours. 

Hay  and  o$its,  in  the  management  of  a  skilful  groom, 
will  make  excellent  ale,  as  well  as  brandy ;  but  this  I 
only  hint. 

When  your  master  dines  or  lies  at  a  gentleman's 
house  in  Uie  country,  although  there  be  no  groom,  or 
he  be  gone  abroad,  or  that  the  horses  have  been  qttite 
neglected,  be  sure  to  employ  some  of  the  servants  to 
hold  the  horse  when  your  master  mounts.  This  I  would 
have  you  do  when  your  master  only  alights  to  call  in 
for  a  few  minutes :  for  brother-servants  must  always 
befriend  one  another,  and  that  also  concenu  your 
master  s  honour ;  because  he  cannot  do  less  than  give 
a  piece  of  money  to  him  who  holds  his  horse. 

In  long  journeys,  ask  your  master'  leave  to  give  ale 
to  the  horses ;  carry  two  quartsful  to  the  stable,  pour 
half  a  pint  into  a  bowl,  and  if  they  will  not  drink  it, 
you  and  the  ostler  must  do  the  best  you  can ;  perhaps 
they  may  be  in  a  better  humour  at  the  next  inn ;  for 
I  would  have  you  never  fail  to  make  the  experiment. 

When  you  go  to  air  your  horses  in  the  park,  or  the 
fields,  give  them  to  a  horse-boy,  or  one  of  the  black- 
guards, who,  being  lighter  than  you,  may  be  trusted  to 
run  races  with  less  damage  to  the  horses,  and  teach 
them  to  leap  over  hedges  and  ditches,  while  you  are 
drinking  a  friendly  pot  with  your  brother  grooms ;  but 
sometimes  you  and  they  may  run  races  yourselves,  for 
the  honour  of  your  horses,  and  of  your  masters. 

Never  stint  your  horses  at  home  in  hay  and  oats,  but 
mi  the  rack  to  the  top,  and  the  manger  to  the  brim,  for 


you  would  take  it  ill  to  be  0tinted  younelf ;  althoogh* 
perhaps  they  may  not  have  the  stomadi  to  cat,  con- 
sider they  have  no  tongues  to  ask.  If  the  hay  be 
&rown  down,  there  is  no  lots,  for  it  will  make  litter, 
and  save  straw. 

When  your  master  is  leaving  a  gentleman's  hoQK  in 
the  country,  where  he  has  lain  a  night,  then  comider 
his  honour;  let  him  know  how  many  servants  there 
are  of  both  sexes,  who  expect  vails  ;^and  gi?f  tiieni 
their  cue  to  attend  in  two  lines,  as  he  leaves  the  hoofle; 
but  desire  him  not  to  trust  the  money  with  the  butler, 
for  fear  he  should  cheat  the  rest ;  this  will  force  your 
master  to  be  more  generous ;  and  then  you  may  tske 
occasion  to  tell  your  master,  that  squire  soch  a  ooe, 
whom  you  lived  with  last,  always  gave  so  much  a^iueoe 
to  the  common  servants,  and  so  much  to  the  houff- 
keeper,  and  the  rest^  naming  at  least  double  to  wbst  lie 
intended  to  give ;  but  be  sure  to  tell  the  servants  wbst 
a  good  office  you  did  them ;  this  will  gain  you  love, 
and  your  master  honour. 

You  may  venture  to  be  drunk  much  of^ertfaantbe 
coachman,  whatever  he  pretends  to  allege  in  hit  on 
behalf,  because  you  haxard  nobody's  neck  but  jm 
own ;  for  the  horse  will  probably  \ake  so  much  care  of 
himself,  as  to  come  off  with  oidy  a  stnun  or  a  shoulder- 
slip. 

When  you  carry  your  master's  riding-coat  io  a  jour- 
ney, wrap  your  oivn  in  it,  and  buckle  them  up  close 
with  a  strap,  but  turn  your  master's  inside  out,  to  pre- 
serve the  outBide  from  wet  and  dirt :  thus,  wbeo  it 
begins  to  rain,  your  master's  coat  will  be  first  ready  to 
be  given  him ;  and  if  it  get  more  hurt  than  youn,  be 
can  aflbrd  it  better,  for  your  livery  must  always  setre 
its  year's  apprenticeship. 

When  you  come  to  your  inn  with  the  horses  wet  and 
dirty  after  hard  riding,  and  are  very  hot,  maketbe 
ostler  immediately  plunge  them  into  water  up  to  their 
bellies,  and  allow  them  to  drink  as  much  as  tbey 
please ;  but  be  sure  to  gallop  them  full  speed  a  mile  at 
leabt,  to  dry  their  skins,  and  warm  the  water  in  their 
bellies.  The  ostler  understands  his  business ;  lesre  all 
to  his  discretion,  while  you  get  a  pot  of  ale  and  fotse 
brandy  at  the  kitchen  fire,  to  comfort  your  heart. 

If  your  horse  drop  a  fore-shoe,  be  so  careful  »  t" 
alight  and  take  it  up ;  then  ride  with  all  the  speed  jou 
can,  with  the  shoe  in  your  hand,  (that  every  traTfUff 
may  observe  your  care,^  to  the  next  smith  on  the  road. 
maice  him  put  it  on  immediately,  that  your  matter 
may  not  wait  for  you,  and  that  the  poor  horse  may  be 
as  ^ort  a  time  as  possible  without  a  shoe. 

When  vour  master  lies  at  a  gentleman's  house,  :f 
you  find  the  hay  and  oats  are  good,  complain  aloud  <f 
their  badness ;  this  will  get  yon  ihe  name  of  a  d\\\^j 
servant ;  and  be  sure  to  cram  the  horses  with  as  niucfl 
oats  as  they  can  eat,  while  you  are  there,  and  you  nuy 
give  them  so  much  the  less  for  some  days  at  the  inti^ 
and  turn  the  oats  into  ale.  When  you  leave  the  g^ 
tleman's  house,  tell  your  master  what  a  covetous hool^ 
that  gentleman  was ;  that  you  got  nothing  but  botter- 
milk  or  water  to  drink ;  this  will  make  your  ma-^* 
out  of  pity,  allow  you  a  pot  of  ale  the  more  at  the  n^J;^ 
iim ;  but  if  you  happen  to  get  drunk  in  a  geotlenuof 
bouse,  your  master  cannot  be  angry,  because  it  cotf 
him  notiiing ;  and  so  you  ought  to  tell  him  as  wU  &» 
vou  can  in  your  present  condition,  and  let  hiixi  kiv^* 
it  is  both  for  his  and  the  gentleman*s  honour  to  make  < 
friend's  servant  welcome. 

A  master  ought  always  to  love  his  groom,  to  pu<  ^^ 
in  a  handsome  livery,  and  to  allow  him  a  silver-Uceu 
hat  When  you  are  in  this  equipage,  all  the  bonouffbe 
receives  on  the  road  are  owing  to  you  alone :  that  be  u 
not  turned  out  of  the  way  by  every  carrier,  it  «*^ 
by  the  civility  he  receives  at  second-hand  from  the 
respect  paid  to  your  livery. 

Vou  may  now  and  then  lend  your  master's  psd  ^ 
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al]ralha'<«ervant,  or  your  favourite  mud,  for  a  short 
jauot,  or  hin  him  for  a  day,  because  the  horse  is 
spoilffl  for  wast  of  exercise ;  and  if  your  master  hap- 
pern  to  vaot  his  horse,  or  haa  a  mind  to  see  the  stable, 
cone  that  rogue  the  helper,  who  has  gone  out  with 
tfaeiey. 

When  you  want  to  spend  an  hour'or  two  with  your 
compantooi  at  the  ale*house,  and  that  you  stand  in 
oefd  of  a  reasonable  excuse  for  your  stay,  go  out  of 
the  stable  door,  or  the  back  way,  with  an  old  bridle, 
girth«  or  ittrrup-lcather  in  your  pocket ;  and  on  your 
retan,  eome  home  by  the  street  door,  with  the  same 
bridle,  girth,  or  stirrup-leather  dangling  in  your  hand, 
u  if  you  came  from  the  saddler  s,  where  you  were 
getting  the  same  mended :  if  you  were  not  missed,  all 
ii  well ;  but  if  you  are  met  by  your  master,  you  will 
hare  the  reputation  of  a  careful  servant.  This  I  have 
ktMnrn  practised  with  good  success. 


CHAPTER  VI. 

DiifctkiM  to  the  Houm  Stowaxd  and  Land  Stewaid. 

Lolo  PKTnB0B0uoH*8  Steward  that  pulled  down  hit 
bouse,  fold  the  materials,  and  charged  my  lord  with 
Kpaira.  Take  money  for  forbearance  from  tenants. 
Renew  leases,  and  get  by  them,  and^sell  woods.  Lend 
my  lord  his  own  money.  Gil  Bias  said  much  of  this, 
Id  whom  I  refer. 


CHAPTER  VII. 

Dirwetiont  lo  the  Porter. 
Ir  yoor  master  be  a  minister  of  state,  let  him  be  at 
home  to  none  but  his  pimp,  or  chief  flatterer,  or  one  of 
hiipewionaiy  writers,  or  his  hired  spy  and  informer,  or 
bit  printer  in  ordiuary,  or  his  city  solicitor,  or  a  land- 
jobber,  or  his  inventor  of  new  funds,  or  a  stock-jobber. 


CHAPTER  VIII. 

Dlrectiooa  to  the  Chambermaid. 


Ths  nature  of  your  employment  differs  according  to 
the  quality,  die  pride,  or  the  wealth  of  the  lady  you 
•me;  and  this  treatise  is  to  be  applied  to  all  sorts  of 
Cunilies;  so  that  I  find  myself  under  great  difficulty 
to  adjust  the  best  business  for  which  you  are  hired.  In 
a  fiunily  where  there  is  a  tolerable  estate,  yon  differ 
6om  the  housemaid,  and  in  that  view  I  give  my  direc- 
tio«.  Your  particular  province  is  your  lady  s  cham- 
t«r,  where  you  make  the  bed,  and  put  things  in  order; 
ud  if  you  live  in  the  country,  you  take  care  of  rooms 
wkne  ladies  lie  who  come  into  the  house,  which  brings 
in  all  the  vails  that  fall  to  your  share.  Your  usual 
loTfT,  as  I  take  it,  is  the  coachman ;  but,  if  you  are 
onder  twenty,  and  tolerably  handsome,  perhaps  a  foot- 
D>vi  uuy  cast  his  eyes  on  you. 

Get  your  favorite  footman  to  help  you  in  making 
}iMi  lady's  bed ;  and  if  you  serve  a  young  couple,  the 
^^if^tmaa  and  you,  as  you  are  turning  up  the  bed- 
duthes,  will  make  the  prettiest  observations  in  the 
*M  i  which,  whispered  about,  will  be  very  entertain- 
i^f  to  the  whole  family,  and  get  among  the  neigh- 
Unifbood. 

Do  Dot  carry  down  the  necessary-vessels  for  the 
feUowi  to  see,  but  empty  them  out  of  the  window,  for 
yuur  lady^s  credit  It  is  highlv  improper  for  men- 
■BfvaDtf  to  know  that  fine  ladies  have  occasion  for  such 
QfezaQs;  and  do  not  scour  the  chamber-pot,  because 
the  imell  ta  wholesome. 

If  you  h^ipen  to  break  any  china  with  the  top  of 
the  whiak,  on  the  mantle-tree  or  the  cabinet,  gather  up 
^  fragmenta,  put  them  together  as  well  as  you  can, 
s&d  place  them  behind  the  rest^  so  tliat  when  your  lady 
comes  to  diaeover  them^  you  may  nfely  say  they  were 


broke  long  ago,  before  you  came  to  the  service.  This 
will  save  your  lady  many  an  hour's  vexation. 

It  sometimes  happens  that  a  looking-glass  is  broken 
by  the  same  means :  while  you  are  looking  another 
way  as  you  sweep  the  chamber,  the  long  end  of  the 
brush  strikes  against  the  glass,  and  breaks  it  to  shivers. 
This  is  the  extremest  of  all  misfortunes,  and  all 
remedy  desperate  in  appearance,  because  it  is  impos- 
sible to  be  concealed.  Such  a  fatal  accident  once  hap- 
pened in  a  great  family  where  I  had  the  honour  to  be  a 
footman ;  and  I  will  relate  the  particulars,  to  show  the 
ingenuity  of  the  poor  chamber-maid  on  so  sudden  and 
dreadful  an  emergency,  which  perhaps  may  help  to 
sharpen  your  invention,  if  your  evil  star  should  ever 
give  you  the  like  occasion.  The  poor  girl  had  broken 
a  large  japan  glass,  of  great  value,  with  a  stroke  of  her 
brush :  she  had  not  considered  long,  when,  by  a  po- 
digious  presence  of  mind,  she  locked  ^e  door,  stole  into 
the  yard,  brought  a  stone  of  three  pounds  weight  into 
the  chamber,  laid  it  on  the  hearth,  just  under  the  look- 
ing-glass, dien  broke  a  pane  in  the  sash  window  that 
looked  into  ihe  same  yard,  so  shut  the  door,  and  went 
about  her  other  affairs.  Two  hours  after,  the  lady  goes 
into  the  chamber,  sees  the  glass  broken,  the  stone  lying 
under,  and  a  whole  pane  in  the  window  destroyed ; 
irom  all  which  circumstances  she  concluded  just  as 
the  maid  could  have  wished,  that  some  idle  straggler 
in  the  neighbourhood,  or  perhap  one  of  the  out* 
servants,  hi^,  through  malice,  accident,  or  carelessness^ 
flung  in  the  stone,  and  done  the  mischief.  Thus  far 
all  things  went  well,  and  the  girl  concluded  herself 
out  of  danger ;  but  it  was  her  ill  fortune,  that  a  few 
hours  after  in  came  the  parson  of  the  parish,  and  the 
lady  naturally  told  him  the  accident,  which  you  may 
believe  had  much  discomposed  her ;  but  the  minister, 
who  happened  to  understand  mathematics,  after  exa- 
mining the  situation  of  the  yard,  the  window,  and  the 
chimney,  soon  convinced  the  lady  that  the  stone  could 
never  reach  the  looking-glass  without  taking  three 
turns  in  its  flight  from  the  hand  that  threw  it ;  and  the 
maid,  being  proved  to  have  swept  the  room  the  same 
morning,  was  strictly  examined,  but  constantly  denied 
that  she  was  guilty,  upon  her  salvation,  offering  to 
take  ha  oath  upon  the  Bible,  before  his  reverence, 
that  she  was  as  innocent  as  the  child  unborn ;  yet  the 
poor  wench  was  turned  off,  which  I  take  to  have  been 
hard  treatment,  considering  her  ingenuity:  however, 
this  may  be  a  direction  to  you  in  the  likte  case,  to  con- 
trive a  story  that  wiU  better  hang  together.  For  instance, 
you  might  say,  that  while  vou  were  at  work  with  a 
mop  or  brush,  a  flash  of  lightning  came  suddenly  in 
at  tne  window,  whidb  almost  blinded  you ;  that  you 
immediately  heard  the  ringing  of  broken  glass  on  the 
hearth ;  that  as  soon  as  you  recovered  your  eyes,  you 
saw  the  looking-glass  all  broken  to  pieces :  or  you  maw 
allege,  that,  obsoring  the  glass  a  little  covered  wiu 
dust,  and  going  very  gently  to  wipe  it,  you  suppose  the 
moisture  of  the  air  had  dissolve^i  the  glue  or  cement, 
which  made  it  fall  to  the  ground :  or,  as  soon  as  the 
mischief  is  done,  you  may  cut  the  cords  that  fastened 
the  glass  to  the  wainscot,  and  so  let  it  fall  flat  on  the 
ground ;  run  out  in  a  fright,  tell  your  lady,  curse  the 
upholsterer,  and  declare  how  narrowly  you  escaped 
that  it  did  not  fall  upon  your  head.  I  offer  these  ex- 
pedients fVom  a  desire  I  have  to  defend  the  innocent ; 
for  innocent  you  certainly  must  be,  if  you  did  not 
break  the  glass  on  purpose,  which  I  would  by  no 
means  excuse,  except  upon  great  provocations. 

Oil  the  tongs,  poker,  and  flre-snovel,  up  to  the  top, 
not  only  to  keep  them  from  rusting,  but  likewise  to 
prevent  meddling  p«<^  from  wasting  your  master's 
coals  with  stirring  the  fire. 

When  you  are  in  haste,  sweep  the  dust  into  a 
comer  of  the  room,  but  leave  your  brush  upon  it,  that 
it  may  not  be  seen,  for  that  would  d*- 
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DIRKCTIONS  TO  SBRVANTS. 


Never  wash  your  hands,  or  put  on  a  clean  apron, 
till  you  have  made  your  lady^s  bed,  for  fear  of  rump- 
ling your  apron,  or  fouling  your  hands  again. 

When  you  bar  the  window-shuts  of  your  lady's 
bed-camber  at  nights,  leave  open  the  sashes,  to  let  in 
the  fresh  air,  and  sweeten  the  room  against  morning. 

In  the  time  when  you  leave  the  windows  open  for 
air,  leave  books,  or  something  else,  on  the  wmdow- 
seat,  that  they  may  get  air  too. 

When  you  sweep  your  lady's  room,  never  stay  to 
pick  up  foul  smocks,  handkerchiefs,  pinners,  pin- 
cushions, teasjioons,  ribbons,  slippers,  or  whatever 
lies  in  your  way ;  but  sweep  all  into  a  comer,  atui  then 
you  may  take  them  up  in  a  lump,  and  save  time. 

Making  beds  in  hot  weather  is  a  very  laborious 
work,  and  you  will  be  apt  to  sweat ;  therefore,  when 
you  find  the  drops  running  down  from  your  forehead, 
wipe  them  off  with  a  comer  of  the  sheet,  that  tliey  may 
not  be  seen  on  the  bed. 

When  your  lady  sends  you  to  wash  a  china  cup,  and 
it  happen  to  fall,  bring  it  up,  and  swear  you  did  but 
just  touch  it  with  your  hand,  when  it  broke  into  three 
halves ;  and  here  I  must  inform  you,  as  well  as  your 
fellow-eervanti,  that  you  ought  never  to  be  without  an 
excuse ;  it  does  no  harm  to  your  master,  and  it  lessens 
your  fault ;  as  in  this  instance,  I  do  not  commend  you 
for  breaking  the  cup ;  but  it  is  certain  you  did  not 
break  it  on  purpose ;  and  the  thing  is  possible,  that  it 
might  break  in  your  hand. 

You  are  sometimes  desirous  to  see  a  funeral,  a  quar- 
rel, a  man  going  to  be  hanged,  a  wedding,  a  bawd 
carted,  or  the  like.  As  they  pass- by  in  the  street,  you 
lift  up  the  sash  suddenly,  there,  by  misfortune,  it 
sticks ;  this  was  no  fault  oif  yours ;  young  women  are 
curious  by  nature ;  you  have  no  remedy  but  to  cut 
the  cord,  and  lay  the  fault  upon  the  carpenter,  unless 
nobody  saw  you,  and  then  you  are  as  innocent  as  any 
servant  in  the  house. 

Wear  your  lady's  smock  when  she  has  thrown  it 
off;  it  will  do  you  credit,  save  your  own  linen,  and 
be  not  a  pin  the  worse. 

When  you  put  a  clean  pillow* case  on  your  lady  s 
pillow,  be  sure  to  fasten  it  well  with  corking-pins,  that 
it  may  not  fall  off  in  the  night. 

When  you  spread  bread  and  butter  for  tea,  be  sure 
that  all  the  holes  in  the  loaf  be  left  full  of  butter,  to 
keep  the  bread  moist  agaSnst  dinner ;  and  let  the  mark 
of  your  thumb  be  seen  only  upon  one  end  of  every 
slice,  to  show  your  cleanliness. 

When  you  are  ordered  to  open  or  lock  any  dow, 
trunk,  or  cabinet,  and  miss  tlie  proper  key,  or  cannot 
distinguish  it  in  the  bunch,  try  the  first  key  that  you 
can  thrust  in,  and  turn  it  wi4i  all  your  strength  till 
you  open  the  lock,  or  break  the  key,  for  your  lady  will 
reckon  you  a  fool  to  come  back  anid  do  nothing. 

CHAPTER  IX. 

DirecHonttothe  Waitiny-maid.  ' 

Two  accidents  have  happened  to  lessen  the  comforts 
and  profits  of  your  employment ;  first,  that  execrable 
custom  got  among  ladies  of  trucking  their  old  clothes 
for  china,  or  turning  them  to  cover  easy  chairs,  or 
making  them  into  patoh-work  for  screens,  stools, 
cushions,  and  the  like.  The  second  is  the  invention  of 
small  chests  and  trunks  with  lock  and  key,  wherein 
they  keep  the  tea  and  sugar,  without  which  it  is  im- 
possible for  a  waiting-maid  to  live ;  for,  by  this  means, 
you  are  forced  to  buy  brown  sugar,  and  pour  water 
upon  the  leaves,  when  they  have  lost  all  their  spirit 
and  taste.  I  cannot  contrive  any  perfect  remedy  against 
either  of  these  two  evils.  As  to  the  former,  I  think 
there  should  he  a  general  confederacy  of  all  the  servants 
ivery  family,  for  the  public  good,  to  drive  those 
A  hucksters  from  the  doois  ;  and  as  to  the  latter^ 


there  is  no  other  method  to  relieve  yonnelvei  but  hj  a 
false  key,  which  is  a  point  both  difficult  and  dangeroui 
to  compass ;  but,  as  to  the  circumstance  of  honcatj  in 
procuring  one,  I  am  under  no  doubt,  when  your  mis- 
tress gives  you  so  just  a  provocation,  by  refuiiog  you 
an  ancient  and  legal  penjuisite.  The  mistresioftbc 
tea-shop  may  now  and  then  give  you  half  an  wtxe-, 
but  that  will  be  only  a  drop  in  the  bucket :  tbciefotel 
fear  you  must  be  forced,  like  the  rest  of  your  listen,  to 
run  in  trust,  and  pay  for  it  out  of  your  wages,  utuu 
they  will  go,  which  you  can  easily  make  up  other 
ways,  if  your  lady  be  handsome,  or  her  daughtin  kve 
good  fortunes. 

If  you  are  in  a  great  family,  and  my  lady's  woaan, 
my  lord  may  probably  like  you,  although  you  axtoot 
half  so  handsome  as  his  own  lady.  In  this  ca«.takc 
care  to  get  as  much  out  of  him  as  you  can  *,  and  xerer 
allow  him  the  smallest  liberty,  not  the  squeeiiog  of 
your  hand,  unless  he  puts  a  guinea  into  it;  so,  by 
degrees,  make  him  pay  accordingly  for  every  wv 
attempt  doubling  upon  him  in  proportxon  to  the  con* 
cessions  you  allow,  and  always  struggling,  and  tfaieftt- 
ening  to  cry  out,  or  tell  your  lady,  although  you  tt- 
ceive  his  money  :  five  guineas  for  handling  your  breast 
is  a  cheap  pennyworth,  although  you  seem  to  mist 
with  all  your  might;  but  never  allow  him  (he  Ust 
favour  under  100  guineas,  or  a  settlement  of  20/. 
a-year  for  life. 

In  such  a  family,  if  you  are  handsome,  you  viU 
have  the  choice  of  three  lovers,  the  chaplain,  the  ftev* 
ard,  and  my  lord's  gentleman.  I  would  firrt  advise 
you  to  choose  the  steward;  but  if  you  happen  to b« 
young  with  child  by  my  lord,  you  must  take  op  vitb 
the  chaplain.  I  like  my  lord's  gentleman  the  lent  of 
the  three :  for  he  is  usually  vain  and  saucy  from  tbf 
time  he  throws  off  his  livery ;  and  if  he  misses  a  pait 
of  colouis,  or  a  tide-waiter's  place,  he  has  no  remedv 
but  the  highway. 

I  must  caution  you  particularly  agmnst  roy  loni'< 
eldest  son.  If  you  are  dexterous  enough,  it  is  odds 
that  you  may  draw  him  to  marry  you,  and  make  you 
a  lady ;  if  he  be  a  common  rake,  (and  he  must  be  cue 
or  t*other,)  avoid  him  like  Satan ;  for  be  stsnds  le«  in 
awe  of  a  motlier  than  my  lord  does  of  a  wife;  sod 
after  ten  thousand  promises,  you  will  get  nothing  frco 
him  but  a  big  belly  or  a  clap,  and  probably  both  t»- 
gather. 

When  your  lady  is  ill,  and,  after  a  very  bad  ii^^ 
is  getting  a  little  nap  in  the  morning,  if  a  tbotmio 
comes  with  a  message  to  inquire  how  she  does,  do  srf 
let  the  compliment  be  lost,  but  shake  her  gently  oool 
she  wakes ;  then  deliver  the  message;,  receive  her  w 
swer,  and  leave  her  to  sleep. 

If  you  are  so  happy  as  to  wait  on  a  young  lady  viii> 
a  great  fortune,  you  must  be  an  ill-manager  if  T^ 
cannot  ge.t  500/.  or  600/.  for  disponng  of  her.  P^ 
her  often  in  mind  that  she  is  rich  enough  to  mskeior 
man  happy ;  that  there  is  no  real  happinea  bnt  lo 
love;  that  she  has  liberty  to  choose  wbererer  ibc 
pleases,  and  not  by  the  directions  of  parents,  vko 
never  give  allowances  for  an  innocent  passion ;  ^ 
there  are  a  world  of  handsome,  fine,  sweet  young  fOf 
tlemen  in  Town,  who  would  be  glad  to  die  at  brr  feet: 
that  the  conversation  of  two  lovers  is  a  heaven  upoo 
earth;  that  love,  like  death,  equals  all  cooditiotf; 
that  if  she  should  cast  her  eyes  upon  a  yooog  f*^^ 
below  her  in  birth  and  estate,  his  marrying  her  voold 
make  him  a  gentleman ;  that  you  saw  yesterday  on  tk 
Mall  the  prettiest  ensign,  and  that  if  yon  had  4^^* 
it  should  be  at  his  service.  Take  care  that  evoyhod? 
should  know  what  lady  you  live  with ;  how  gttst  s 
favourite  you  are;  and  that  she  always  takes  vonr 
advice.  Go  often  to  St.  James's  Park ;  the  fine  wl^* 
will  soon  discover  you,  and  contrive  to  slip  a  kttff 
into  your  sleeve,  or  your  bosom :  pull  it  oat  in  a  fon, 


WAITING  MAID  AND  HOUSBMAID. 


367 


•nd  thmr  it  on  ^€  mand,  iinleH  you  find  at  least 

t»o  gaiiieu  along  wim  it ;  but  in  that  case  wem  not 

to  fiiid  it,  and  to  think  he  was  only  playing  the  wag 

vhh  foa.    When  you  come  home,  drop  the  letter 

cucImIj  in  your  lady's  chamber;   she    finds  it,  is 

ii^;  pnrteat  you  know  nothing  of  it,  only  you  re- 

neoiber  that  a  gentleman  in  the  Park  struggled  to 

km  jw,  and  you  beliere  it  was  he  that  put  tiw  letter 

into  your  aleeve  or  petticoat ;  and,  indeMl,  he  was  as 

Dretty  s  man  as  ever  you  saw  :  that  she  may  bum  the 

Ifttcr  if  ihe  pleases.     If  your  lady  be  wise,  she  will 

kini  some  other  paper  before  you,  and  read  the  letter 

vfam  foa  are  gone  down.     You  must  follow  this  prac- 

tjof  ai  often  as  you  mfc\y  can ;  but  let  him  who  pays 

JM  beat  with  every  letter  be  the  handsomest  man.     If 

a  footman  presumes  to  bring  a  letter  to  the  hoose  to  be 

<l«lir«Rd  to  you  for  your  lady,  although  it  come  from 

TOUT  bat  cofltomer,  throw  it  at  his  head,  call  him  im- 

poddit  rogue  and  villain,  and  shut  the  door  in  hii 

face;  nm  up  to  your  lady,  and,  as  a  proof  of  your 

fttMitj,  tell  her  what  you  have  done. 

I  rould  enlarge  very  much  upon  this  sulject,  but  I 
trait  to  jonr  own  disoetion. 

Ifyoa  aove  a  lady  who  is  a  little  disposed  to  gal> 

l*ntri«,  yon  will  find  it  a  point  of  great  prudence  how 

to  maiia^.    Three  things  are  neceaaary :  First,  how  to 

piMie  your  lady ;  secondly,  how  to  prevent  suspicion 

in  tb«  husband,  or  among  the  family ;  and  lastly,  but 

principally,  how  to  make  it  most  for  your  own  ad- 

nntafe.    To  give  you  full  directions  in  this  important 

air4ir  would  require  a  large  volume.     All  assignations 

«t  home  are  dangenms,  both  to  your  lady  and  yom- 

»lf ;  and  therefore  contrive,  as  much  as  possible,  to 

jtt«  thna  in  a  third  place ;  especially  if  your  lady,  as 

it  »  a  handled  odds,  entertains  more  lovers  than  one, 

ochofvhom  is  oilen  more  jealous  than  a  thotisand 

))Q»faanda;  and  very   unlucky  rencontres  may  often 

b»pp«  under  the  beit  management     I  need  not  warn 

To«  to  employ  your  good  ofBrea  chiefly  in  favour  of 

tbdst  whom  you  fliid  most  liberal :  yet,  if  your  lady 

•Niuld  happen  to  cast  an  eye  upon  a  handsome  foot- 

Bttn,  jxn  should  be  generous  enough  to  bear  with  her 

Jwrnour,  which  is  no  singularity,  but  a  very  natural 

appetite:  it  is  still  the  safest  of  all  home  intrigues,  and 

»»  foRoerly  the  least  suspected,  until  of  late  years  it 

^  srown  more  common.     The  great  danger  is,  lest 

tb'i  kind  of  gentry,  dealing  too  often  in  bad  ware,  may 

uppen  not  to  be  sound ;  and  then  your  lady  and  you 

m  in  a  very  bad   way,  although  not  altogether  des> 

fmie. 

Bat,  to  say  the  truth,  I  confess  it  is  a  great  preaump- 
*>w  ia  Bte  to  oAt  yon  any  iostruetious  in  the  conduct 
of  joor  lady's  amours,  wherein  your  whole  sisterhood 
tt  aheaiiy  so  expert  and  deeply  learned ;  although  it 
«  much  more  difficult  to  compass  than  that  assistance 
vbicb  my  bsotber- footmen  give  their  masters  on  the 
like  occasion ;  ami  therefore  I  leave  thu  affair  to  be 
^»«»>«d  hj  some  abler  pen. 

^'hcn  you  lock  up  a  silk  mantua,  or  laced  head,  in 
"l?^  archest,  leave  a  piece  out,  that  when  you  open 
»•  truok  again,  you  may  know  where  to  find  it. 


CHAPTER  X. 

Directions  to  the  Hoaaemald. 

b  TOUT  master  and  lady  go  into  the  country  for  a  week 
<"  o>ore,  never  wash  the  bed-chamber  or  dining-room 
until  just  the  hour  before  you  expect  them  to  return ; 
^M  the  rooms  will  he  perfectly  clean  to  receive  them, 
*^  you  will  not  be  at  the  trouble  to  wash  them  so  soon 
Haiu. 

1  an  very  much  offended  with  those  ladies  who  are 
V  {«oud  and  lazy  that  they  will  not  be  at  the  nains  of 
^Ppiag  ioto  the  ganlea  to  pluck  a  rose,  but  Keep  an 


odious  implement,  sometimes  in  tbelied-chamber  itself, 
or  at  least  in  a  dark  closet  adjoining,  which  they  make 
use  of  to  ease  their  worst  necessities ;  and  you  are  the 
usual  carriers  away  of  the  pan,  which  makes  not  only 
the  chamber,  but  evei)  their  clothes,  offensive  to  all 
who  come  near.  Now,  to  cure  them  of  this  odious 
piactice,  let  roe  advise  ^oo,  on  whom  the  office  lies  to 
convey  away  this  utensil,  that  you  will  do  it  openly 
down  the  great  stairs,  and  in  the  presence  of  the  foot- 
man; and  if  anybody  knocks,  to  open  the  street*door 
while  you  have  the  vessel  filled  in  your  hands ;  this, 
if  anything  can,  will  make  your  lady  take  the  pains 
of  evacuating  her  person  in  the  proper  pUoe,  rather 
than  expose  her  filthiness  to  all  the  men-servants  iu  the 
house. 

i«ave  a  pail  of  dirty  water,  with  a  mop  in  it,  a  coal- 
box,  a  bottle,  a  broom,  a  chamber-pot,  and  such  other 
unsightly  things,  either  in  a  blind  entry,  or  upon  the 
darkest  part  of  the  back-stairs,  that  they  may  not  be 
seen;  and  if  people  break  their  shins  by  trampling  on 
them,  it  is  their  own  fault. 

Never  empty  the  chamber-pots  until  they  are  quite 
full ;  if  that  oappens  in  the  night,  empty  them  into  the 
street ;  if  in  the  morning,  into  the  garden  ;  for  it  would 
be  an  endless  work  to  go  a  dozen  times  from  garret  and 
upper  rooms  down  to  the  backside ;  but  never  wash 
them  in  any  other  liquor  except  their  own :  what  cleanly 
girl  would  be  dabbling  in  other  folk's  urine?  and, 
besides,  the  smell  of  stale,  as  I  observal  before,  is  ad- 
mirable against  the  vapours,  which,  a  hundred  to  one, 
may  be  your  lady's  case. 

Brush  down  me  oohwebs  with  a  broom  that  is  wet 
and  dirty,  which  will  make  them  stick  the  faster  to  it, 
and  bring  them  down  more  effectually. 

When  you  rid  up  the  parlour  hearth  in  a  momina, 
throw  the  last  night's  ashes  into  a  sieve;  and  what  falls 
through,  as  you  carry  it  down,  will  serve  instead  of  sand 
for  the  rooms  and  the  stairs.  ' 

When  you  have  scoured  the  brasses  and  irons  in  the 
parlour  chimney,  lay  the  foul  wet  clout  upon  tlie  next 
chair,  that  your  lady  may  see  you  have  not  net;lected 
your  work  :  observe  the  same  rule  when  you  clean  the 
brass  locks,  only  with  this  addition,  to  leave  diemarks  of 
your  fingers  on  the  doors,  to  show  you  have  no  forgot. 

Leave  your  lady's  chamber-pot  in  her  bed-chamber 
window  dil  day  to  air. 

Bring  up  none  but  large  coals  to  the  dining-room 
and  your  lady's  chamber  :  they  make  the  best  fires,  and 
if  you  find  them  too  big,  it  is  easy  to  break  them  on  the 
marble  hearth. 

When  you  go  to  bed,  be  sure  take  care  of  the  fire ; 
and  therefore  blow  the  candle  out  with  your  breath, 
and  then  thrust  it  under  your  bed.  Note,  the  smell  of 
the  snuff  is  very  good  against  vapours. 

Persuade  the  footman  who  got  you  with  child  to 
marry  you  before  you  are  six  mouths  gone ;  and  if  your 
lady  aaka  you  why  you  would  take  a  fellow  who  was 
not  worth  a  groat  T  let  your  answer  be.  That  service  is 
no  inheritance. 

When  your  lady's  bed  is  made,  put  the  chamber-pot 
under  it,  but  in  such  a  manner  as  to  thrust  the  valance 
along  with  if,  that  it  may  be  full  in  sight,  and  ready 
for  your  lady  when  she  has  occasion  to  use  it. 

Lock  up  a  cat  or  a  dog  in  some  room  or  closet,  so  as 
to  malce  such  a  noise  all  over  the  house  as  may  frighten 
away  the  thieves,  if  any  should  attempt  to  break  or 
steal  in. 

When  you  wash  any  of  the  rooms  toward  the  street 
over  night,  throw  the  foul  water  out  of  the  street-door ; 
but  be  sure  not  to  look  before  you,  Ibr  fear  those  on 
whom  the  water  light  might  think  you  uncivil,  and  that 
you  did  it  on  purpose.  If  he  who  auffera  breaks  the 
windows  in  revenge,  and  your  lady  chides  you,  and 
gives  positive  orders  that  you  should  carry  the  pail 

fin^^.  and  emnftv  * *-*V    wnu   kAv«   an  aamt 


down,  and  empty 


you  have  an  easy 
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lemedy :  when  you  wash  an  upper  rooniy  cairy  down 
the  pail  so  a«  to  let  the  water  dribble  on  the  stain  all 
the  way  down  to  the  kitchen,  by  whidi  not  only  your 
load  will  be  lighter,  but  yon  will  convince  your  lady 
that  it  is  better  to  throw  the  water  out  of  the  windows, 
or  down  the  street-door  steps;  bendes,  this  latter 
practice  will  be  ?ery  diverting  to  yon  and  the  &mily 
in  a  frosty  night,  to  see  a  hundred  people  on  their 
noses  m  backsides  before  your  door  wuen  the  water  is 
frozen. 

Polish  and  brighten  the  marble  hearths  and  chimney- 
pieces  with  a  dont  dipped  in  grease;  nothing  makes 
them  shine  so  well ;  and  it  is  the  busineas  of  the  ladies 
to  take  core  of  their  petticoats. 

If  your  lady  be  so  nice  that  ahe  will  have  the  room 
scoured  with  freestone,  be  sure  to  leave  the  marks  of 
the  freestone  six  inches  deep  round  the  bottom  of  the 
wainscot,  that  your  lady  may  see  your  obedience  to  her 
orders. 

CHAPTER  XI. 

Directkma  to  the  Dsirymaid. 
Fatigue  of  making  butter :  put  scalding  water  in  your 
chum,  although  in  summer,  and  chum  close  to  the 
kitchen  Are,  and  with  cream  of  a  week  old.  Keep  cream 
for  your  sweetheart. 


CHAPTER  XII. 

Directions  to  the  Children's  Msid. 

If  a  child  be  sick,  give  it  whatever  it  wonts  to  eat  or 
drink,  although  particularly  forbid  by  the  doctor ;  for 
what  we  long  for  in  sickness  will  do  us  good ;  and 
throw  the  physic  out  of  the  window :  the  child  will 
love  you  the  better;  but  bid  it  not  tell.  Do  the  same 
for  your  lady  when  she  longs  for  anything  in  sickness, 
and  engage  it  will  do  her  good. 

If  your  mistress  comes  to  the  nursery,  and  offers  to 
whin  a  child,  snatch  it  out  of  her  hands  in  a  rage,  and 
tell  her  she  is  the  cruellest  mother  you  ever  saw :  she 
will  chide,  but  love  you  the  better.  Tell  the  children 
stories  of  spirits  when  they  offer  to  cry,  &c. 

Be  sure  to  wean  the  children,  &c. 


CHAPTER  Xlll. 
Directions  to  the  None. 


If  you  happen  to  let  the  child  fall,  and  lame  it,  be  sure 
never  to  confess  it ;  and  if  it  dies,  all  is  safe. 

Contrive  to  be  with  child  as  soon  as  you  can,  while 
you  are  giving  suck,  that  you  may  be  ready  for  another 
service  when  the  child  you  nurse  dies,  or  is  weaned. 

CHAPTER  XIV. 

DirectionB  to  the  Lsandreas. 

If  you  singe  the  linen  with  the  iron,  rub  the  place  with 
flour,  chalk,  or  white  powder;  and  if  nothing  will  do, 
wash  it  so  long  till  it  be  either  not  to  be  seen,  or  torn 
to  rags. 

About  tearing  linen  in  washing : — 

When  your  linen  is  pinned'on  the  line,  or  on  a  hedge, 
and  it  rains,  whip  it  off,  although  you  tear  it,  &c. 
But  the  place  for  hanging  them  is  on  young  fruit-trees, 
especially  in  blossom ;  the  linen  cannot  he  torn,  and 
the  trees  give  them  a  fine  smell. 

CHAPTER  XV. 
Dix«cikms  to  the  Honaslceeper. 
You  must  always  have  a  favourite  footman  whom  you 
can  depend  upon ;  and  order  him  to  be  very  watchful 
when  the  second  course  is  taken  off,  that  it  may  be 
brought  safely  to  your  office,  that  you  and  the  steward 
-^y  have  a  tit-bit  together. 


CHAPTER  XVI. 

DireetioBs  to  the  TntOfeH*  at  Gortnau. 

Say  the  children  have  sore  eyes;  Miss  Betty  von  t  take 
to  her  book,  &c. 

Moke  the  misses  read  French  and  Euglish  iiovelt, 
and  French  romances,  all  the  comedies  writ  in  king 
Charles  11.  and  king  William's  reigns,  to  soften  tbeir 
nature,  and  make  them  tender-hearted,  &c 

To  the  preceding  Dircctioiis  to  servants,  the  folloviuf 
may  be  added,  as  they  were  both  written  with  tfaettme 
design,  though  in  a  very  different  manner.  Itwillcaslj 
be  perceived  that  these  are  to  be  undostood  litenDj, 
and  the  others  ironically. 

Tht  Duly  of  Sermiwai  Itau. 

Be  mounted  before  your  master.  When  yon  see 
him  mounted,  ride  out  before  him.  Whea  he  bsiti  it 
noon,  enter  the  inn  gate  before  him,  and  call  the  (stler 
to  hold  your  master's  horse  while  he  alights.  Lan 
your  master  to  the  servants  of  the  inn;  go  you  vitk 
the  horses  into  the  stable;  choose  a  place  furtbot 
from  the  stable-door;  see  the  standing  be  dry;  Koi 
immediately  for  fresh  straw ;  see  all  the  old  hsy  out 
of  the  rack,  and  get  fresh  put  in ;  see  your  bonei 
girths  be  loosed  and  stuffed ;  take  not  off  the  Iridla 
till  they  are  cool,  nor  saddles  in  an  hour;  see  thai 
hoofs  be  well  nicked ;  try  if  the  heads  of  the  oiilj 
be  fast,  and  whether  they  be  well  clenched ;  if  not 
send  presently  for  a  smith ;  always  stand  by  vhil«  tbe 
smith  is  employed.  Give  the  oats  die  last  thing.  Water 
your  horses  when  you  are  within  a  mile  of  the  im>. 
Never  keep  above  forty  yards  before  or  behind  your 
master,  unless  be  commands  you.  Try  the  oati  by  nul- 
ling and  weighing  them ;  see  you  have  good  mcsiuit-, 
stand  by  while  your  horses  are  eating  their  oats. 

When  you  enter  your  evening  inn,  let  yonr  bonn' 
feet  be  stuffed  with  cow-dung  every  night.  Obserretiie 
same  rules,  only  be  sure  if  anything  be  wanting  for  t 
smith,  let  it  be  done  overnight 

Know  the  time  your  master  will  set  out  in  the  wfxnr 
ing:  allow  him  a  full  hour  to  get  himself  rtaA^. 
Contrive,  both  at  mom  and  noon,  to  eat  so  that  y<wt 
master  need  not  stay  for  yon.  Do  not  let  the  ditvff 
carry  the  bill  to  your  master,  but  examine  it  fintcv^ 
fully  and  honestly,  and  then  bring  it  yourself,  and  be 
able  to  account  for  every  article.  If  the  servants  hiTe 
not  been  civil,  tell  your  master,  before  their  faces,  vbn 
he  is  going  to  give  them  money. 


Dtdjf  of  the  othtr  Senani  whore  there  are  two. 

Ride  forty  yards  behind  your  master;  but  be  monoltd 
before    him.      Observe    now    and   then  whether  Vs 
horses'  shoes  be  right     When  you  come  to  an  inn  at 
noon,  give  your  horse  to  the  ostler ;  bestir  yourself  to 
get  a  convenient  room  for  your  master ;   bring  all  ^ 
things  into  his  room,  full  in  his  sight ;  inquire  whiit  ti 
in  the  house,  see  it  yourself,  and  tell  your  master  hee 
YOU  like  it     Step  yourself  now  and  then  into  tbf 
kitchen  to  hasten  dinner  or  supper,  and  observe  vherivr 
they  be  cleanly.    Taste  the  ale,  and  tell  your  niiitff 
whether  it  be  good  or  bad.     If  he  want  wine,  go  y^ 
with  the  drawer  and  choose  a  bottle  well  filled  and 
stonped.     If  the  wine  be  in  hogsheads,  desire  to  tatfe 
and  and  smell  it ;  if  it  be  sour,  or  not  clear,  or  ill-tsited, 
let  your  master  know  it,  that  he  may  not  be  at  tbf 
charge  of  wine  not  fit  to  be  drunk.  See  the  sslt  be  drr 
and  powdered,  the  bread  new  and  clean,  the  kniv«* 
shairp.      At  night  observe  the  same  ^les ;   but  tint 
choose  him  a  warm  room,  with  a  lock  and  key  iu  o^ 
der ;  then  call  immediately  for  the  sheets,  see  them  vdl 
aired,  and  at  a  large  fire ;    feel  the  blanket^  bed,  bol- 
ster, pillow,  whether  they  be  dry,  and  whether  the  ^oo^ 
under  the  bed  be  damp.     Let  the  chusher  be  that 
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vbicb  hai  been  lait  laid  io :  inquire  about  it  If  the 
bed  itelf  be  damp,  let  it  be  brougbt  before  a  large  fire, 
awl  air  it  on  both  sides.  That  you  may  forget  nothing 
in  the  iBD,  have  a  fair  list  of  what  you  want  to  take 
out;  and  vhei  you  put  them  up^  compare  tbem  with 
jour  lilt 

You  are  to  step  now  and  then  into  die  stable,  to  see 
whether  the  groom  performs  his  duty. 

For  lacking  up  your  things,  have  a  list  of  linen,  &c. 
lu  jBciing,  take  care  that  no  hard  things  be  together, 
aui  that  they  be  wrapped  up  in  a  paper,  and  other  waste 
fapcf.  Remember  to  put  ererythmg  in  their  proper 
pueei  in  the  p)Ttmanteau.  Stuff  the  shoes  and  slippers 
at  the  toes  with  a  small  luck  of  hay ;  fold  up  the 
rlotbes  «>  as  that  they  may  not  be  rumpled .  W  hen  your 
naiter  ii  in  his  room  at  night,  put  all  his  things  in 
luch  a  manner  aa  he  has  them  at  home.  Learn  to 
liare  same  skill  in  cookery,  that  at  a  pinch  you  may 
Ic  able  to  make  your  master  easy. 

The  Gnom. — Carry  with  you  a  stirrup-leather,  an 
avl,  twelve  hone-nails,  and  a  horse's  fore^shoes,  pick, 
and  a  hammer,  for  fear  of  an  accident ;  and  some  ends 
sod  nack-tfaread,  a^bottle-screw,  knife,  and  pen^knife, 
owdJei,  pins,  thread,  silk,  wcnrsted,  &c. ;  some  plasters 

Iitm^-^The  senrants  to  carry  their  own  things,  ha^e 
a  pocket-book,  keep  all  their  bills,  date  the  time  and 
pUce«  and  indone  the  numbers. 

Itiqaire  in  erery  town  if  there  be  anydiing  worth 
Keiog.  Obaerre  the  country  seats,  and  ask  whom  ihey 
belong  to;  and  enter  them,  and  the  counties  where 
ibfy  are. 

Search  under  your  master's  bed  when  he  is  gone  up^ 
leA  a  eat  or  aometUng  else  may  be  under  it 

H^hen  your  master's  bed  is  made,  and  his  things 
ndf,  lock  the  chamber-door,  and  keep  the  key  till  he 
g^  to  bed ;  then  keep  it  in  your  pocket  till  mom. 

I^  the  serrants  of  the  inn  be  sure  to  wake  you  above 
m  boor  before  your  master  is  to  go,  that  he  may  have 
in  b<Mr  to  prepare  himself. 

If  the  ostler  has  been  knavish  or  negligent,  do  not 
let  him  bold  your  master's  bme.  Observe  the  same 
">!•  At  a  gentlemau's  house ;  if  the  groom  has  not 
^kkoi  csie  of  your  horses,  do  not  let  him  hold  your 
Mrter'i. 

Inquire  at  every  inn  where  yon  stay  what  is  the  best 
aui  in  the  next  town  you  are  to  come  to ;  yet  do  not 
^^f  00  that,  but  likewise,  as  you  enter  into  any  town 
<°  <tey,  aak  the  people  which  is  the  best  inn,  and  go  to 
'>iit  which  most  people  conunend. 


See  that  your  master*s  boots  be  dried  and  well  li- 
quored over  night 


LAWS  FOR  THE  DEAN'S  SERVANTS. 

If  either  of  the  two  men-servants  be  drunk,  be  shall 
pay  an  English  crown  out  of  his  wages  for  the  said 
offence,  by  giving  the  dean  a  receipt  for  so  much  wages 
received. 

When  the  dean  is  at  home,  no 'servant  shall  presume 
to  be  absent  without  giving  notice  to  the  dean,  and 
asking  leave,  upon  the  forfeiture  of  sixpence  for  every 
half-hour  that  he  is  absent,  to  be  stop^i^  out  of  his  or 
her  board-wages. 

When  the  dean  is  abroad,  no  servant  except  the 
woman  shall  presume  to  leave  the  house  for  above  one 
half-hour;  after  which,  for  every  half-hour's  absence, 
he  shall  forfeit  sixpence :  and  if  the  other  servant  goes 
out  before  the  first  returns,  he  shall  pay  five  shillings 
out  of  his  wages  as  above. 

Whatever  servant  shall  be  taken  in  a  manifest  lie, 
shall  forfeit  one  shilling  out  of  his  or  her  board-wages. 

When  the  dean  goes  about  the  house,  or  out-houses, 
or  garden,  or  to  Naboth's  vineyard,  whatever  things  he 
finds  out  of  order,  by  neglect  of  any  servant  under 
whose  care -it  was,  that  servant  shall  forfeit  sixpence, 
and  see  to  get  it  mended  as  soon  as  jjXMsible,  or  suffer 
more  forfeitures,  at  the  dean's  discretion. 

If  two  servants  be  abroad  together  when  the  dean  is 
from  home,  and  the  fact  be  concealed  from  the  dean, 
the  concealer  shall  forfeit  two  crowns  out  of  his  or  her 
wages,  as  above. 

If,  in  waiting  at  table,  the  two  servants  be  out  of  the 
room  together,  without  orders,  the  Ust  who  went  out 
shall  forfeit  threepence  out  of  his  board-wages. 

The  woman  may  go  out  when  the  dean  is  abroad  for 
one  hour,  but  no  longer,  under  the  same  penalty  with  the 
men,  but,  provided  the  two  men-servants  keep  the 
house  until  sne  returns :  otherwise,  either  of  the  servants 
who  goes  out  before  her  return,  shall  forfeit  a  crown 
out  of  his  wages,  as  above. 

Whatever  other  laws  the  dean  shall  think  fit  to 
make  at  any  time  to  come,  for  the  govemmoit  of  his 
servants,  and  forfeitures  for  neglect  or  diaobedience,  all 
die  servants  are  bound  to  submit  to. 

Whatever  other  servant,  except  the  woman,  shall  pre- 
sume to  be  drunk,  the  other  two  servants  shall  inform 
the  dean  thereof,  under  pain  of  forfeiting  two  crowns 
out  of  his  or  her  wages,  besides  the  forfeiture  of  a 
crown  from  the  said  servant  who  was  drunk. 


DR.   SWIFT'S   REMARKS 

ON  «  THE  FIrST  FIFTEEN  PSALMS  OF  DAVID,  TRANSLATED  INTO*  LYRIC  VERSE. 


PmpOKd  as  an  essay  supplying  the  perspicuity  and  coherence  according  to  the  modem  art  of  poetry ;  no^ 
inomu  to  have  beoi  attempted  before^  in  any  language.     With  a  preface,  containing  some  observations  of 
the  great  and  general  defectives  of  the  present  version  in  Greek,  Latin,  and  English ;  by  *Dr.    [James] 
Ciibba.^    London,  printed  by  J.  Mathews,  for  J.  Bartley,  over  against  Gray  V Inn  in  HolU>m,  1701. 

"Tht  Ulaviot  manuscript  wm  literally  eopied  from  the  printed  original,  found  in  the  library  of  Dr.  J.  Swift,  Bean  of  St. 

PttrickV  Dublin.  The  marginal  notes  andjparodies  were  written  by  the  dean's  own  hand,  except  such  ds  are  distinguished  with 

(kis  asrk,(^,)  with  whieh  I  am  only  chavgeable.    >Vitiiem  my  hand,  thia  Sftth  day  of  Februaiy.  174ft.    William  Ditvkin. 

"  2<.B.~Tbe  original  was  by  me  presented  to  his  excellency  Philip  Donner  Stanhope,  Earl  of  CheiteTfleld,  lord-lieutenant* 

f'**^  aad  Keiiaal.govemor  of  Irelan  1.— W.  D." 

DR.  GIBBS. 
PSALM  OF  DAVID.    (1) 
^^^f«rmg  iht  difftrtiU  ttait  of  the  righittmt  and  tht 
kmAm^  hoik  m  Mm  and  the  next  world, 

TuaicB  happy  he  that  doth  refuse 

With  nitpioifs  (2^  nnnen  to  combine ; 
^ho  ne'er  their  wicked  way  pmsues. 

And  does  the  sinners*  mat  (3)  dtcUne^ 

*  Bafpips.  b  ){or,  I  hope,  ever  will  a  ain. 

VOL.  II. 


SWIFT'S  REMARKS. 


(1)1  warn  the  readci  that  thia  is  a  lie.  both  here  and  all  over 
this  book  {  for  these  are  not  the  P*alma  of  David,  but  of 
Dr.  Gibba. 

JS)  But  I  suppose,  with  puwi  linnen  a  man  may'combina 
iely  enough. 

(8)  What  part  of  speech  is  il? 

c  this  and.  ^  Stemboldldes.— Swirr. 
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SWIFTS  REMARKS  ON  GIBBS*S  FSAUCS. 


DR.  OIBBS. 
But  still  to  learn  and  to  obey 

The  law  of  God  is  bis  delight, 
In  tliat  employs  himself  all  day 

And  reads  and  thinks  thereon  at  (I)  night 

For  as  a  tree,  whose  spreading  root 

By  some  prolific  stream  is  fed, 
Rrodnces  (2)  fair  and  lively  fruit, 

And  numerous  boughs  adorn  its  head ; 

Whose  very  (3)  leaves,  though  storms  descend^ 

In  lively  verdure  still  appear  : 
Such  blessings  always  shaA  attend 

The  man  that  does  the  Lord  revere. 


The  above  may  serve 
possible  to  make  them 
would  scarcely  thank 

Why  do  the  heathen  nations  rise, 

And  in  mad  tumults  join  ? 
Confederate  kings  vain  plots  (1)  devise 

Against  the  Almighty's  reign ! 

But  those  that  do  thy  laws  reiVise, 

In  pieces  thou  shalt  break ; 
(2)  And  with  an  iron  sceptre  bruise 

The  disobedient  (3)  neck. 

Ye  earthly  kings,  the  caution  hear, 

Ye  ralen  learn  the  same  (4) ; 
Serve  God  with  reverence,  and  yrithfear  (5) 

His  joyful  praise  proclaim. 

(6)  For  should  the  madness  of  his  foes 

Th'  avenging  God  incense, 
Happy  are  Siey  that  can  repose 

In  him  their  confidence.  (7) 

No  fears  shall  then'my  soul  depress,* 
Though  thus  my  enemies  increase : 
(8)  And  therefore,  now  arise^  O  Lord,* 
And  graciously  thy  help  afiTord. 

And  tkaa  (9)  to  grant  a  sure  defence 
Belongs  to  God's  (10)  omnipotence. 


But  you,  my  frail,  (11)  malicious  fbes^ 
Who  do  my  power  despise^ 

Vainly  how  long  will  ye  oppose^ 
And  (12)  falsely  calumnue ! 


Since  those  alone  the  Lord  has  blest 

Who  do  from  lin  refraui, 
He  therefore  grants  what  I  request,  (13) 

And  bean  when  I  (14)  complam. 

Then  shall  my  soul  with  more  divine 

And  solid  joys  abound, 
Than  they  with  stores  of  corn  and  wine. 

Those  earthly  riches,  crown'd.  (15) 

And  thus  confiding,  Lord,  in  thee^ 
I  take  my  calm  repose;  (16) 

For  thou  each  night  protectest  me. 
From  all  my  (17)  treacherous  foes. 

Thy  heavy  hand  restrain ; 

(18)  With  mercy,  Lord,  correct; 
Do  not  (19)  (as  if  in  high  disdain) 

My  helpless  soul  reject  ^ 


SWIFT'S  BEMABK8. 


(O  A  man  miul  have  aoau  time  to  dasp ;  lo  that  I  viB 
chaDge  thi»  vene  thut :  „ 

"  And  thinks  and  dreams  thereon  all  night. 


(2)  Look  ye,  you  miwt  thin  the  hoogha  at  the  top,  or  jo*r 
tm  will  be  neidier  fair  nor  timely. 

(3)  Why,  what  oflier  part  of  a  tree  appean  in  alhdy  iw 
duie,be^e  the  leaves?    Readr— 

Theae  very  kavei  <m  whieh  yoa  apend 
Your  yrotaX  stuff,  may  aerve  for  sqnibi: 

Such  blessings  alwajv  shall  attend 
The  madripils  of  Dr.  Oibbs. 


(I)  I  don't  believe  that  ever  kinn  enlerad  Into  fVif  «* 
oonfedevacies  agahist  the  leigB  of  Qua  Almighty. 


(S)  After  a  man  is  broken  in  pieces,  it  is  no  grest  mstteT  to 
have  his  neck  bruited. 

(3)  Neak. 

(4 )  Rulers  must  fcora  It,  but  kinn  may  only  ^writ. 

(5)  Very  proper,  to  make  a  Joyful  proaamation  with  W- 


(6)  For  should  Uiefoee  of  David's  ape 
Provoke  his  gray'fDose  quills. 
Happy  are  they  that  can  escapo 
The  vengeance  of  hb  pills. 

(7)  Admirably  reasoned  and  connected  1 

*  Depreose,  Loord,  Scoticd. 

(8)  He  desires  God's  help,  because  he  la  not  aikaU  of  ks 
enc^mies)  othett,  I  think,  usually  desire  it  when  (he;  rt 
aftakl. 

(•)  The  doctor  has  a  mighty  affection  fiir  tho  pailide  tkm: 
he  oaes  It  four  times  In  this  (the  drd)  Pmlm,  and  100  tiMin 
other  places,  and  always  wrong.  • 

(lO)That  is  as  much  as  to  say.  that  he  that  can  do  sU  w» 
can  defend  a  man ;  which  I  take  to  be  an  nndonbted  tnA. 

(11)  Am  they  maUcions  out  of  frailty,  or  finul  wit  of  ■sS«' 
(18)  That  is.  they  my  fake  things /MdW.  I  wQl  diaoom  ^ 
doctor's  secret  of  making  coherence  and  connexiou  is  vx 
Psalms,  that  he  brags  of  in  his  title  and  pirelhoe:  be  »f* 
Tiolent  hands  on  oeitafai  paxtieles  (snch  aa,  and,  tsAM.  im>, 
/hr,  ftet.  Hm,  m»  Sao,),  and  presses  them  to  his  servies  oa  ii. 
ooossions.  sore  agamst  ihtAt  wills,  and  withoat  any  rega» 
whether  the  sense  will  admiithem  or  not. 


(18)  It  is  plain  the  doctor  never  requested  to  be  a  poet 
(u)  If  your  requesU  be  gnmted.  why  do  you  oompiain . 


(1ft)  I  haveheardof  a  crown  or  garland  of  corn;  bntaov*'' 
of  wine  b  new,  and  csa  hardly  be  explslnfed.  unleai  we  »r 
pose  the  wine  to  be  in  Icicles. 

(16)  Ai^  yet.  to  show  I  tell  no  fibi. 
Thou  hast  left  me  in  thrall 
To  Hopkins  eke,  and  doctor  Gibfas. 
The  vilest  lo^e  of  all. 
(17)  Ay,  and  open  foes  too,  or  his  repose  would  not  be  «" 
calm. 

(18)  Thy  heavy'hand restrain; 
Have  mercy.  Dr.  Olbbs : 
Do  not,  I  pray  thee,  paper  atalii 
With  rhymes  retaird  in  driblai. 
(19)  That  bit  is  a  most  gjorioos  boleh. 
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DE.  OIBB8. 

For  how  ihall  I  fiiitBin 

(1)  Thow  ills  which  now  I  bear? 
Uy  ritda  axe  consumed  with  pain, 

(2)  Hy  ioul  oppresf'd  with  care!  . 

Lord,  I  have  pxay*d  in  (8)  yain, 

So  long,  so  much  oi^vess'd ; 
JAj  Tcry  (4)  cries  increase  my  pain, 

And  tean  prevent  my  rest : 

Theie  do  my  sight  impair, 

And  flowing  eyes  decay : 
While  to  my  enemies  I  fear 

Thus  (5)  to  become  a  prey. 

If  I've  not  spared  him  though  he's  grown 

My  cauieless  (6)  enemy  ; 
TLcQ  let  my  life  and  fortune  (7)  crown 

Become  to  him  a  prey. 

Bat,  Lord,  thy  kind  assistance  (8)  lend ; 

Arise  in  my  defence  : 
According  to  thy  laws  (9)  contend 

For  injured  innocence. 

That  all  the  nations  that  oppose, 
May  then  confiess  thy  power ; 

Therefore  assist  my  righteous  cause. 
That  they  may  thee  adore  : 

For  equal  judgment,  Lord,  to  thee 
Hie  nations  (10)  all  sulnnit ; 

Be  therefbre  (11)  merci&il  tome, 
And  my  just  soul  acquit.  (12) 


Thus,  by  Grod*8  gracious  providence^  (13) 

I'm  still  preserved  seooiie, 
Whe  all  the  good  and  just  defends 

With  a  resiatless  (14)  power. 

AD  men  he  does  wkfa  justice  view. 

And  their  iniquity 
With  direftd  Tengeance  can  pursue, 

Or  patiently  (15)  pass  by. 

Lo!  now  th*  inflictions  (16)  they  detign*d 

By  otbers  to  be  borne, 
Even  all  the  mischiefr  (17)  in  their  mind, 

Do  on  themselves  return.  ^ 

O'er  an  tbe  birds  that  mount  the  air, 
And  fSd)  diat  in  the  floods  appear  (18). 

Confounded  at  the  sight  of  thee^ 

My  foes  are  put  to  flight  (19). 
Tbiis  thou,  great  God  of  equity, 

Dost  still  aseert  my  right  (20). 

But  God  eternally  remains 

(21)  Fix'd  in  his  throne  on  high. 
And  to  die  world  from  theuce  ordains 

(22)  Impaxtial  equity. 

And  thoa  eopaider  still,  O  Lord, 

The  justioe  of  my  cause ; 
Who  oflm  bast  my  life  (23)  restored 

fnm  dfffa's  devouring  jaws. 

And  from  the  barbarous  (24)  paths  they  tread. 

No  acts  of  Providence 
Can  e'er  oblige  them  to  recede. 

Or  slop  (36)  tikeir  bold  offence. 

And  OQ  their  impious  heads  will  pour 
Of  snaiea  (26)  and  flames  a  dismal  shower } 
And  this  their  bitter  cup  shall  be, 
(27)  To  dzink  to  all  eternity. 


SWIFTS  REMARKS. 


(1)  The  squeaking  of  a  hoggral. 

(S)  To  listen  to  thy  dogpel. 

(3)  Tbe  doetor  niuat  mean  himself;  for  I  hope  David  never 
tho(i«itK>. 

(4)  Then  he  ii  a  duooe  for  crying. 


(5)  That  is,  ha  iaoftaid  of  beoonii^a  prty  to  his  enemies 
while  his  eyes  are  soie. 

(6)  If  he  be  grown  his  eaaaebst  enemy,  he  is  no  longer  einftfMt. 
(7;  He  givea  a  thing  before  he  has  it.  and  gives  it  to  nim  that 

basitakeaay ;  for  Saul  is  the  peraon  meant. 

(8)  But  why  Umdf    Does  he  design  to  xetura  it  bade  when 
hehasdon*  withit? 

(9)  Profknetnacall  he  makes  it  a  itraggle  and  ooaleatioik 
between  God  and  the  wicked. 


(10)  Yet,  in  die  very  verw  before,  be  talks  of  naiHoDa  that 

(11)  Because  all  nations  submit  to  God,  therefore  God  muA 
bemereifUl  to  Dr.  Gibbs. 

(12)  Of  what? 

Poor  David  never  could  aequit 

A  criminal  like  thee. 
AgRJMt  hia  Paalma  who  could  commit 
Such  wfeked  poetry. 
(IS)  Observe  the  connexion. 

(14)  That*s  right,  doctor ;  but  there  will  be  no  contending,  aa 
you  desired  a  while  ago. 

"Us  wouderfVil  that  Providence 
Should  save  thee  from  the  halter, 

Who  hast  in  numbers  without  aenae 
Burlesqued  the  holy  Psalter. 

(15)  TbM  is  no  great  mark  of  viewing  them  with  justioe.  God 
haa  wiser  ends  for  passing  by  hia  vengeance  on  the  wicked, 
yon  profkne  dunce  1 

(16)  Ay.  bat  what  sort  of  things  are  these  inflictions  ? 

(17)  If  the  mi«diiefs  be  in  their  mind,  what  need  they  retam 
on  themselves?  an  they  not  there  already?  . 


(18)  Those,  I  tiiink  are  not  very  many :  they  are"  good  fish 
when  tliey  are  eau^it,  bat  till  then  we  have  no  great  sway 
over  Uiem. 

(1 9)  The  doctor  is  mistaken ;  for,  when  people  are  confounded 
they  cannot  fly. 

(80)  Against  Stenibold  and  Hopkins. 

(81)  1  hat  is  folse  and  proCsae ;  God  Is  not  fixed  anywhere. 
(88)  Did  anybody  ever  hear  of  jMiriia/ equity? 

(83)  Nothii«i8iestored  bat  what  has  been  taken  away;  so 
that  he  has  been  often  raised  Ciom  the  dead,  if  this  be  true. 

(84)  The  author  should  Aral  have  premised  what  aott  of  paths 
we^  properly  barbaraus.  I  suppose  tJmy  muM  bs  very  deep  or 
dirty,  or  ve^  rugged  and  stony  i  both  which  1  myself  have 
heard  tTaveUeni<3T barbarous  itwis.  »  ^    , .         .   _ 

(8ft)  Whidi  is  the  way  to  slop  an  oflimoe?  Would yo«  have 
U  stopped  like  a  bottle,  or  a  thief? 

(26)  A  shower  of  snaras  on  a  man's  head  would  do  wondernil 
exeeutiun.  However.  I  grailt  it  is  a  scurvy  thing  enough  lo 
swallow  them. 


(87)  To  taste  the  doctor*s  poetry. 
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SWIFTS  REMARKS  ON  GIBBS'S  PSALMS. 


DR.  OIBBS. 
(I)  But  they  were  all  perverted  grown, 

Polluted  all  with  hlood, 
And  other  impiotu  crimes ;  not  one 

Was  either  just  (%)  or  good. 

Are  thej  so  stupid  (3),  then,  said  (4)  God, 
Who  thus  my  ^5)  saints  devour  f 

These  (6)  crimes  tiave  they  not  understood, 
Nor  thought  upon  my  power. 

(7)  O,  that  his  aid  we  now  might  have 

From  Sion's  holy  hill, 
That  God  the  captive  just  would  save, 

And  glad  all  Israel! 
All  those  that  lead  a  life  like  this 
Shall  reign  in  everlasting  hliss  (8). 


SWIFT'S  BEHARK8 

(1)  Bat  they  urere  all  perverted  grown. 

In  ipfte  of  Dr.  Gibbs's  blood : 
Of  all  ni*  impiooB  atntna  not  one 
Waa  either  just  or  good. 

(2)  For  a  man,  it  leems,  may  be  good,  and  not  jut 

(3^  The  ikult  waa  not  that  they  devoured  ninla.  but  tbt 
they  werp  atupld.  Qy.  Whether  itupidity  makes  mm  deroer 
Mtinta.  or  devouring  saints  makea  a  man  ^pid  ?  I  believe  Uk 
latter,  beeaow  they  may  be  apt  to  lie  heavy  on  one's  ilomadt 

(4)  Qod.  (ft)  Straina. 

(6J  CSiimea. 

(7)*  And  O  that  every  pariah  dark. 
Who  hums  what  Brady  criba 
From  Hopkins,  woald  attend  this  work. 
And  glad  the  heart  with  Gibba. 


(8)  And  so  the  doctor  now  may  kia- 

FINIS. 


Fiddling TmpudenfVrauseous    Tlliterate CI  coundrel  Scot 
oolish.  Xdle.         jLionsensicalXgnorant^ot 


At  the  end  of  the  MS.  is  the  following  note  :—- 

"  The  above  wa*  written  from  the  manuscript  men- 
tioned in  the  first  page,  now  in  the  hands  of  Nicholas 
Covne,  Esq.,  being  the  only  copy  in  the  kingdom  of 
Ireland  ;  he  having  purchased  the  original,  and  after- 
ward generously  gi^en  it  to  his  friend  Dr.  Dunk  in, 
finding  the  doctor  extremely  uneasy  at  the  disappoint- 
ment the  earl  of  Chesterfield  was  like  to  meet  with,  as 


he  had  promised  the  earl  to  attend  the  auction  aiid 
procure  it  for  him  at  any  mice;  and  is  now  tran- 
scribed by  Neale  Molloy,  Esq.,  of  Dublin,  hj  the 
favour  of  the  said  Nicholas  Coyne,  his  brother-in-law, 
and  sent  by  him  to  his  kinsman  and  dear  friend,  Charks 
Molloy,  of  London,  Esquire. 
••  Dablin,  May  ««.  1748.'*  , 


LAW  IS  A  BOTTOMLESS  PIT ; 

OR, 

THE  HISTORY  OF  JOHN  BULL- 

PUBLISHED  FROM  A  MANUSCRIPT  FOUND  IN  THE  CABINErr  OF  THE  FAMOUS  SIR  H.  FOLBSVOBTH. 

IN  THE  YEAR  1712. 


*'  Yoc  mnst  buy  a  sniall  twopenny  pamphlet  called  Law  it 
a  BottonUeu  Pit.  It  is  very  prettily  written ;  and  there  will  be 
a  second  part.*'— Journal  to  Stklla,  March  10,  1711-12. 

"  The  aeoond  Part  otLaw  it  a  Bottomleu  Pit  is  Juat  now  printed ; 
and  better.  I  think,  than  the  first."— Ibid.  March  16, 1711-12. 

The  Appendix  to  the  third  Part  of  John  BuU  waa  pabli^hed 
yesterday ;  it  ia  equal  to  the  last.  I  hope  you  read  John  Bull. 
It  waa  a  Soolch  gentleman,  a  friend  of  mine,  thai  wrote  it ;  but 
they  put  it  amm  me."— Ibid.  May  10, 1712. 

"  John  BuU  ia  not  wrote  by  the  person  you  imaf^iue.  It  ia 
too  |{Ood  for  another  to  own.  Had  it  been  Orub-atreet.  I  would 
have  let  people  think  as  they  pleaae ;  and  I  think  tiiat'a  right." 
—Ibid.  Jmte  17. 

"  Have  you  aeen  the  fourth  partof  JoAa  BuBt  It  is  equal  to 
the  first,  and  extremely  good." — Ibid.  Augtat  7. 


CHAPTER  I. 

The  Ooca^n  of  the  Lawauit. 


I  NEBD  not  tell  you  of  the  great  quarrels  that  have 
happened  in  our  neighbourhood  since  the  deadi  of  the 
late  lord  Strutt  [Charles  II.  of  Spain];  hour  the  parson, 
and  a  cunning  attorney,  got  him  to  settle  his  estate 
upon  his  cousin  Philip  Baboon^  to  the  great  disappoint- 
ment  of  his  cousin  esquire  South.  Some  stick  not  to 
say,  that  the  parson  and  the  attorney  forged  a  will,  for 
which  they  were  well  paid  by  the  family  of  the  Ba- 
boons :  let  that  be  as  it  will,  it  is  matter  of  fact, 
that  the  honour  and  estate  have  continued  ever  since  in 
the  person  of  Philip  Baboon. 

You  know  that  the  lord  Strutts  have  for  many  years 
been  possessed  of  a  very  great  landed  estate,  well-con- 

*  Oudlnal  Fbrtoearero  and  the  marshal  of  Haroourt,  em- 
ployed, aa  is  supposed,  by  the  house  of  Bourbon,  prevailed 
upon  him  to  make  a  will,  by  which  he  settled  the  succession  of 
the  Soanish  monarehy  upon  Philip  of  Boorbon.  dukeof  At^iou, 
'^n  hia  right  had  by  solemn  renunciation  been  barred  in 
r  of  the  archduke  Charles  of  Austria. 


ditioned,  wooded,  watered ;  with  coal,  salt,  tin,  coppff. 
iron,  &c.,  all  within  themselves ;  that  it  has  been  the 
misfortune  of  that  family  to  be  tbe  jHtipeity  of  tbeir 
stewards,  tradesmen,  and  inferior  servants,  which  ht 
brought  great  incumbrances  upon  them  ;  at  the  mat 
time,  their  not  aliating  of  their  expensive  way  of  lirii^ 
has  forced  them  to  mortgage  tfieir  best  manors :  it  is 
credibly  reported,  that  the  butchers*  and  bakers'  Ulbo/ 
a  lord  Strutt,  that  lived  two  hundred  yeaztago,  areuA 
yet  paid. 

When  Philip  Baboon  came  first  to  tbe  possesioa  of 
lord  Strutt's  estate,  his  tradesmen,  aa  is  usual  upi« 
such  occasions,  waited  upon  him  to  wish  him  joy  sd^^ 
bespeak  his  custom :  the  two  chief  were  Jolm  Boll 
[English]  the  clothier,  and  Nic.  Frog  [Datdil  tbr 
linen-draper :  they  told  him,  that  the  Bulls  and  Fnx;* 
had  served  the  lord  Strutts  with  drapery-ware  for  many 
years;  that  they  were  honest  and  fair  dealers ;  thsl  their 
bills  had  never  been  questioned  ;  that  the  lord  Strum 
lived  generously,  and  never  used  to  dirty  tfieir  6n^ 
with  pen,  ink,  and  counters;  that  his  lordship  mt^^ 
depend  upon  their  honesty ;  that  they  would  use  bim 
as  kindly  as  they  had  done  his  predeoessoiB.  Tbe 
young  lord  seemed  to  take  all  in  good  part,  and  da- 
missed  them  with  a  deal  of  seeming  content,  amirJis 
them  he  did  not  intend  to  change  any  of  the  faonoonble 
maxims  of  his  predecessors. 


CHAPTER  II. 

How  Bull  and  Frog  grew  jealous,  that  the  Lord  Stnilt  iDtrnd^ 
to  give  all    his   Custom  to  his  Orandfklher  Levii  Btlbpts^ 

[Louis  XIV.j 

It  happened,  unfortunately  for  the  peace  of  oor  vn^' 
bourhood,  that  this  young  lord  had  an  old  cunning 
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tofoe,  or  (m  the  SooCi  call  it)  a /fa&c  hon,  of  a  grand* 
Cither,  that  ooe  might  justly  call  a  jack  of  all  tradeB ; 
notfCiiiwi  yoa  would  aee  him  behind  hia  counter  selling 
faned<dodi,  sometimes  measuring  linen ;  next  day  he 
vottid  be  dealing  in  meteery-waie :  high  beads,  ribbons, 
^m^  iSus,  and  lace  he  understood  to  a  nicety ;  Charles 
Blither  could  not  bubble  a  young  beau  better  with  a 
tor;  mj,  be  would  descend  even  to  the  selling  of  tape^ 
futcn,  sod  shoebuckles ;  when  shop  was  shut  un^  ne 
vould  go  about  the  neighbourhood,  and  earn  half-a- 
erawn  1^  teaching  the  Toung  men  and  maids  to  dance. 
Bj  theie  methods  he  had  aequiied  immeoM  riches, 
which  he  used  to  squander  away  at  back-eword,  ouarter- 
Kaff,  and  codgeUplay,  in  which  he  took  great  {Jeasure, 
sod  chsllenged  all  ^  country.  You  will  say,  it  is 
DO  wonder  if  Bull  and  Frog  should  be  jealous  of  this 
fellow.  '«It  is  not  impossible,"  says  Frog  to  Bull, 
"  bat  thii  old  mgne  will  take  the  niana^;ement  of  the 
yoQfi^  lord^s  business  into  his  hands ;  besides  the  rascal 
hai  good  ware,  and  will  serve  him  as  cheap  as  any* 
hod/.  In  that  casi^  I  leave  you  to  judge  what  must  be- 
eooe  of  us  and  our  families ;  we  miut  starve,  or  turn 
joomejmen  to  old  Lewis  Baboon;  therefore,  neigh- 
bour, I  hold  it  advisable  that  we  write  to  young  loid 
Siratt  to  know  the  bottom  of  this  matter.'* 


CHAPTER  III. 


A  Copy  of  Bull  and  Frog's  Letter  to  Lord  Strutt 

Mr  Lord,  I  suppose  your  lordship  knows  that  the 
Bulls  sad  the  Frogs  liave  served  the  lord  Strutts  with 
ill  mti  ofdmpery-ware  time  out  of  mind :  and  where- 
u  we  are  jealoua,  not  without  reason,  that  vour  lordship 
intrndi  henceforth  to  buy  of  your  grandure  old  Lewis 
Baboon;  this  is  to  inform  your  lordship,  that  this  pro* 
ceeding  does  not  suit  wim  the  circumstances  of  our 
6mtliei,  who  have  lived  and  made  a  good  figure  in 
the  world  bv  the  generosity  of  the  lord  Strutts.  Tbere- 
fcn  we  think  fit  to  acquaint  your  lordship,  that  you 
moA  find  safllcient  security  to  us,  our  heirs  and  as- 
•igiu,  that  you  will  not  employ  Lewis  Baboon;  or 
cW  we  will  take  our  remedy  at  law,  clap  an  action 
upon  you  of  20,000/.  for  old  debts,  seiie  and  distrain 
Tour  goods  and  chattels,  which,  considering  your  lord- 
*hip*i  circumstances,  will  plunge  you  into  difficulties, 
^m  which  it  will  irat  be  easy  to  extricate  yourself: 
thenfore  we  hope,  when  your  lordship  has  better  con* 
lidcxvd  on  it,  you  will  comply  with  tne  desire  of  your 
Wring  friends,  John  Bull, 

Nic.  Fboo. 

Some  of  BuIVs  friends  advised  bim  to  take  gentler 
sietbodi  with  the  young  lord;  but  John  naturally 
Ifvred  rough  play.     It  is  impossible  to  express  the  sur- 

Ci« of  the  lord  Strutt  upon  the  receipt  of  this  letter; 
'  va<  not  flush  in  reedy,  either  to  go  to  law  or  clear 
old  debts ;  neither  could  he  find  go^  bail :  he  ofiered 
to  bring  matters  to  a  friendly  accommodation;  and 
{*onioed,  upon  his  word  of  honour,  that  he  would  not 
change  his  dranen ;  but  all  to  no  purpose,  for  Bull  and 
^^  niw  clearly  that  old  Lewis  would  have  the  cheat- 
Hig  of  him. 

CHAPTER  IV. 

Qo*  Aill  and  Frog  wont  to  law  with  lord  Strutt  about  the  Pre- 
<ai«i,  aad  were  Joined  by  the  reit  of  the  tradetmen. 

Au  endeavours  of  accommodation  between  lord  Strutt 

nd  hie  drapers  proved  vain ;  jealousies  increased,  and 

indeed  it  was  rumoured  abroad,  that  lord  Strutt  had 

^)<>poke  his  new  liveries  of  old  Lewis  Baboon.    This 

ct^nung  to  Mis.  Bull  s  ears,   when  John  BuU  came 

^"^""^  be  Ibund  all  his  family  in  an  uproar.     Mrs. 

JhiU,  you  mtist   know,  was  very  apt  to  be  choleric. 

**  You  sot,*"  says  she,  "  you  loiter  about  alehouses  and 

^*«ni%  spend  your  time  at  billiards,  nine-pins,  or 


puppet-sbowi^  or  flaunt  about  the  streets  in  your  new 
gilt  chariot,  never  minding  me  nor  your  numerous 
family.  Don't  you  hear  how  lord  Strutt  has  bespoke 
his  liveries  at  Lewis  Baboon's  shop?  Don*t  you  see 
how  that  old  fox  steals  away  your  customers,  and  turns 
you  out  of  your  business  every  day,  and  you  sit  like 
an  idle  drone  with  your  hands  in  your  pockets  ?  Fie 
upon  it!  up,  man,  rouse  thyself;  III  sell  to  my  shift, 
before  I'll  be  so  used  by  that  knave."  You  must  think 
Mrs.  Bull  had  been  pretty  well  tuned  up  by  Frog,  who 
chimed  in  with  her  learned  harangue.  No  forther 
delay  now,  but  to  counsel  learned  in  the  law  tbey  go, 
who  unanimously  assured  them  both  of  the  justice  and 
infallible  success  of  their  lawsuit. 

I  told  you  before  that  old  Lewis  Baboon  was  a  sort 
of  a  jack  of  all  trades,  which  made  tbe  rest  of  the 
tradesmen  jealous,  as  well  as  Bull  and  Frog ;  they, 
hearing  of  the  quarrel,  were  glad  of  an  opportunity  of 
joininr  against  old  Lewis  Bid>oon,  providra  diat  Bull 
and  l^rog  would  bear  the  charges  of  the  suit ;  even 
lying  Ned,  the  chimney-sweeper  of  Savoy  [duke  of 
Savoy],  and  Tom,  tbe  Portugal  dustman  [king  of 
Portugal!,  put  in  their  claims ;  and  the  cause  was  put 
into  the  hands  of  Humphry  Hocus  the  attorney  [duke 
of  Marlborough]. 

A  declaration  was  drawn  up  to  show,  "  tfiat  Boll 
and  Frog  had  undoubted  right  by  prescription  to  be 
drapers  to  the  lord  Strutts ;  tbat  there  were  several  old 
contracts  to  that  purpose ;  that  I^ewis  Baboon^had  taken 
up  the  trade  of  clothier  and  draper  without  serving  his 
'time  or  purchasing  his  freedom;  that  he  sold  goods 
that  were  not  marketable,  without  tbe  stamp ;  diat  he 
himself  was  more  fit  for  a  bully  than  a  tradesman,  and 
went  about  through  all  the  country  fairs,  challenging 
people  to  fight  prises,  wrestling,  and  cudgel-play ;  and 
abimdance  more  to  this  purpose. 


CHAPTER  V. 


The  tme  character  of  John  Bull.  Nic.  Frog,  and  Hocus. 

For  the  better  understanding  the  following  history,  the 
reader  ought  to  know  that  Bull,  in  the  main,  was  an 
honest  plain-dealing  fellow,  choleric,  bold,  and  of  a 
very  unconstant  temper;  he  dreaded  not  old  Lewis, 
eitfier  at  back-sword,  single  falchion,  or  cudgel-play; 
but  then  he  was  very  apt  to  quarrel  with  his  best 
friends,  especially  if  they  pretended  to  govern  him :  if 
you  flattered  him,  you  might  lead  him  like  a  child. 
John's  temper  depended  very  much  upon  the  air;  his 
spirits  rose  and  feU  with  the  weather>gtass.  John  was 
quick,  and  understood  his  business  very  well ;  but  no 
man  alive  was  more  careless  in  looking  into  his  ac- 
counts, or  mora  cheated  b^  partners,  apprentices,  and 
servants.  This  was  occasioned  by  his  being  a  boon 
companion,  loving  his  bottle  and  his  diversion ;  for,  to 
say  truth,  no  man  kept  a  better  house  than  John,  nor 
spent  his  money  more  generously.  By  plain  and  fair 
(tealing,  John  had  acquired  some  plums,  and  might 
have  kept  them  had  it  not  been  for  his  unhappy 
lawsuit. 

Nic.  Frog  was  a  cunning,  sly  whoreson,  quite  the 
reverse  of  John  in  many  particulars ;  covetous,  frugal ; 
minded  domestic  affiurs;  would  pinch  his  belly  to 
save  his  pocket;  never  lost  a  farthing  by  careless 
servants,  or  bad  debtors.  He  did  not  care  much  for 
any  sort  of  diversions,  except  tricks  of  high  German 
artists,  and  legerdemain:  no  man  exceeded  Nic.  in 
these;  yet  it  must  be  owned,  that  Nic.  was  a  fair 
dealer,  and  in  that  way  acquired  immense  riches. 

Hocus  was  an  old  cunning  attorney ;  and  though  this 
was  the  first  considerable  suit  that  ever  he  was  engaged 
in,  he  showed  himself  superior  in  his  address  to  roost  of 
his  profession ;  he  kept  always  good  clerks,  he  loved 
money,  was  smooth-f'^         '  -"od  words,  and 
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seldom  lost  his  temper:  he  was  not  wone  than  an 
infidel,  for  he  provided  plentifully  for  his  family ;  but 
he  loved  himself  better  tiian  them  sll ;  the  neighbours 
reported  that  he  was  henpeeked;  which  was  impos- 
sible by  such  a  mild-spirited  woman  as  his  wife  was. 

CHAPTER  VI. 

Of  tfaerariuaaMicceaBof  thelawniit 
Law  is  a  bottomless  pit ;  it  is  a  cormorant— a  harpy 
that  devours  everything.     John  Bull  was  flattered  oy 
the  lawyers  that  his  suit  would  not  last  above  a  year  or 
two  at  most ;  that  brfore  that  time  he  would  be  in  quiet 
possession  of  his  business:  yet  ten  long  years    did 
Hocus  steer  his  cause  through  all  the  meandars  of  the 
law,  and  all   the  courts.     No  skill,  no  address  was 
wanting ;  and,  to  say  truth,  John  did  not  starve  his 
cause:  there  wanted  not  yellow-boys  to  fee  counsel, 
hire  witnesses,  and  bribe  juries  :  lord  Strutt  was  gene- 
rally cast,  never  had  one  verdict  in  his  favour ;  and 
John  was  promised  that  the  next,  and  the  next,  would 
be  the  final  determination  :■  but,  alas  I  that  final  de- 
termination and  happy  conclusion  was  like  an  enchanted 
island,  the  nearer  Joim  came  to  it,  the  further  it  went 
from  him :  new  trials  upon  new  points  still  arose ;  new 
doubts,  new  matters  to  be  cleared ;  in  short,  lawyers 
sddom  part  with  so  good  a  cause  till  they  have  got 
the  oyster,  and  the  clients  the  shell.     John's  ready 
money,  book-debts,  bonds,  mortgages,  all  went  into  the 
lawyers'  pockets :  then  John  b^an  to  borrow  money 
upon  bank-stock  and  Bast-India  bonds:    now  and 
tMn  a  farm  went  to  pot :  at  last  it  was  thought  a  good 
expedient  to  set  up  esquire  South's  title,  to  prove  the 
will  forged,  and  dispossess  Philip  lord  Strutt  at  once.^ 
Hero  again  was  a  new   field  for  the  lawyers,  and  the 
cause  g^w  more  intricate  than  evor.    John  grew  mad- 
der and  madder ;  wherever  he  met  any  of  lord  Strutt  s 
servants,  he  tore  off  their  clothes :  now  and  then  you 
would  see  them   come  home  naked,   without  shoes, 
stockings,  and  linen.     As  for  old  Lewis  Baboon,  he 
was  reduced  to  his  last  shifty  though  he  had  as  manv 
as  any  other :  his  children  were  reduced  from   rich 
silks  to  doily  stuffs,  his  servants  in  rags,  and  bare- 
footed :  instead  of  good  victuals,  they  now  lived  upon 
neck-beef,  and  buUock's  liver :  in  ihort,  nobody  got 
much  by  the  matter,  but  the  men  of  law. 


CHAPTER  YII. 


How  John  Ball  wms  so  mightily  pleand  with  his  lueoess,  thst  he 
was  going  to  leave  olThia  trade  and  turn  lawyer. 

It  is  wisely  observed  by  a  great  philosopher,  that  habit 

is  a  second  nature ;  this  was  verified  in  me  case  of  John 

Bull,  who,  from  an  honest  and  plain  tradesman,  had 

got  such  a  haunt  about  the  courts  of  justice,  and  such  a 

jargon  of  law  words,  that  he  concluded  himself  as  able 

a  lawyer  as  any  that  pleaded  at  the  bar  or  sat  on  the 

bench  ;  be  was  overheard  one  day  talking  to  himself 

after  this  manner  :<^  **  How  capriciously  does  fate  or 

chance  dispose  of  mankind!      How  seldom  is  that 

business  allotted  to  a  man  for  which  he  is  fitted  by 

nature !    It  is  plain  I  was  intended  for  a  man  of  law ; 

how  did  my  guardians  mistake  my  genius,  in  placing 

me,  like  a  mean  slave,  behind  the  counter !     Bless 

me !  what  immense  estates  these  fellows  raise  by  the 

law !     Besides,  it  is  the  profession  of  a  gentleman. 

What  a  pleasure  is  it  to  be  victorious  in  a  cause !  to 

swagger  at  the  bar !   What  a  fool  am  I  to  drudge  any 

more  in  this  woollen  trade!  for  a  lawyer  I  was  bom, 

•  The  war  was  carried  on  against  Franoeand  Spain  with  ifreat 
■aooeai.  and  a  peace  might  have  been  oonclnded  upon  the  prin- 
ciple* of  the  aluanee. 

>  It  was  imlstnd  that  the  will  In  fWvoor  of  Philip  was  ooa- 
Imry  to  tnaty. 

^  The  mannen  and  sentiments  of  the  nation  became  extrava* 
gant  and  dilmerlcal. 


and  a  lawyer  I  will  be ;  one  bnevo  too  old  tolesrB.'' 
All  this  while  John  had  conned  over  sock  a  csfcdofse 
of  hard  words  as  were  enough  to  oonjuie  npthedcfil; 
this  he  tised  to  babUe  indillereDtly  in  all  eompsiM, 
especially   at  eoifee-hoases ;    so   that  his  nogfabonr 
tradesmen  began  to  shun  his  company  as  ansa  dat 
was  crack«d.    Instead  of  the  affairs  of  Blaekwctt'kin, 
and  the  price  of  broad  cloth,  wool,  and  baiaei,  hetiUi 
of  nothing  but  actions  upon  the  case,  rstnnia,  espa^ 
alias  capias,  demurrers^  venire  hciu,  replevins,  n)0* 
sedeascs,  oertioraris,  writs  of  enor, actioasof  trsrwiod 
oonvenioD,  treapasssa,  procines  and  dedinrai.    Tbk 
was  matter  of  jest  to  the  leaned  in  low;  however, 
Hoofis  and  the  rest  of  the  tribe  encouraged  John  'm\m 
Ihncy,  assuring  him  that  he  had  a  great  genhif  ^ 
law ;  that  diey  questioned  not  but  in  time  be  nifbt 
raise  money  enough  by  it  to  reimburse  him  sUhu 
charges;  that  if  he  studied,  he  would  undoaMly 
arrive  to  the  dignity  of  a  lord  chief-justiee:  as  for^ 
advice  of  honest  friends  and  neighboois,  John  dapbcil 
it;  he  looked  upon  them  aa  fellows  of  a  low  geBiia 
poor  grovelling  mechanics;  John  leckooed  il  mm 
honour  to  have  got  one  favourable  verdict  thao  to  kn 
sold  a  bale  of  broad  doth.     As  lor  Nic*  Fiog,  to  mr 
the  truth,  he  was  more  prudent ;  for  tfaou^  he  folloeid 
his  lawsuit  closely,  he  neglected  not  his  ordinary  Imb- 
ness,  but  was  bodi  in  court  and  in   his  shop  st  the 
proper  hours. 


CHAPTER  VIII. 

How  John  disDOvsred  tfaatHoeus  had  an  intngne  wftb  U*  vit, 
and  what  followed  theieapoa. 

John  had  not  run  on  a  madding  so  long,  had  it  ha 

been  for  an  extravagant  bitch  of  a  wife,  whom  Hoca^ 

perceiving  John  to  be  fond  of,  was  reaolved  to  win  ofv 

to  his  side.    It  is  a  true  saying,  **  that  die  laA  man  ^ 

the  parish  that  knows  of  his  cuckoldom  is  himiri/'.'* 

It  was  observed  by  all  the  neighbourliood  that  Hocm 

had  dealings  with  John's  wife,*  diat  were  not  so  xsml 

for  his  honour ;  but  this  was  perceived  by  John  a  Ih'ir 

too  lata;   she  was  a  luxurious  jade,  loved  splcn^ 

equipages,  plays^  treats,  and  balls,  diSenng  very  mucV 

from  fine  sober  manners  of  her  anccaton^  and  bj  ut 

means  fit  for  a  tradesman's  wife.     Hocus  f«d  I;'!' 

extravagancy  (what  was  still  mors  ahameful^^  «i- 

John's  own  money.    Everybody  said  tlutt  Hocus  hid  » 

month's  mind  to  her  body ;  be  that  aa  it  will,  tf  ■> 

matter  of  fact,  that  upon  ah  occasi<xis  sibe  ran  («^ 

extravagantly  on  the  praise  of  Hocua.     When  M- 

used  to  be  finding  fault  with  his  bills,  she  a«d  *• 

reproach  him  as  ungrateful  to  his  greatest  bmefict* . 

one  that  had  taken  so  much  pains  iu  bis  lawsuit  i^' 

retrieved  his  family  from  the  oppression  of  old  t/^  ■ 

Baboon,     A  good  swingeing  sum  of  Jobn^s  r««<^*^ 

cash  went  toward  building  of  Hocus's  coontry-hot^  *| 

This  affair  between  Hocus  and  Mrs.  Bull  was  now  H 

open  that  all  the  world  were  scandalixed  at  it ;  J<.  'J 

was  not  so  clod-pated  but  at  last  be  took   the  Hr'l 

The  parson  of  the  parish,  preaching  one  day  with  rr^'] 

seal  than  sense  against  adultery,'  Mrs.  Bull  told  ^  i 

husband,  that  he  was  a  very  uncivil  fellow  to  usr  «t^i| 

coarse  language  before  people  of  condition ;  that  H  ^^"^ 

was  of  the  same  mind ;  and  diat  they  would  join  ti>  ^*  i 

him  turned  out  of  his  living,  for  using  personal  r«4W| 

tions.'    '*  How  do  you  mean,''  says  John,  **  by  pei».«a^ 

>  Itwnsbelisvid  that  the  gBBsal  laa|«i«A  wi0i  the  ^ru^ 
nent  j 

^  Parliament  voted  repeated  thanks  to  dbp  dttk«.  and  •^'^ 
apon  him  the  manor  of  Woodstock,  with  SOOOt  ]vr  amu*.  arl 
an  immense  snm  of  the  oaHon'e  moaey  ^M«a  ckyoaApi  •] 
building  Blenheim-houae. 

«  Dr.  Henry  Sacheverel  preaiehed  a  scnnoa  agAiast  f<if ->*i 
nwstanee  of  regal  authority. 

'  The  house  of  eommons  votod  this  senmom  a  Utel  0m  *4 
majesty  sad  her  goremmettt,  ttw  Revotai 
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idbdioiiit    1  hope  in  Qod,  wife,  he  did  not  raflflct 

Qpoofimr    *'Noi|  thank  Ood,  my  raputation  b  too 

wcU  olaUubed  in  the  world  to  teoeire  any  hurt  from 

Meh  «  fool-moathed  acoondiel  at  be ;  hia  doctrine 

tndt  oily  to  make  hnabanda  tyranta,  and  wives  slaTea ; 

molt  ve  be  diut  up,  and  bosbanda  left  to  their  liberty  f 

Verj  pretty  indeed!    A  wife  mtut  never  go  abroad 

vitk  a  Platonie  to  see  a  play  or  a  ball ;  she  niuet  never 

itir  witboat  her  huabandy  nor  walk  in  Spring^^jarden 

wink  t  eoonn.    I  do  ny,  hoaband,  and  I  will  stand 

hf  it,  that  without  the  innocent  freedoms  of  life, 

mslrimoDy  would  be  a  moat  intolerahle  state;  and 

tfast  t  wife's  virtue  ought  to  be  the  result  of  h^  own 

nami,  and  not  of  her  husband's  government ;  for  my 

vui,  I  would  scorn  a  husband  that  would  be  jealous 

if  he  «w  a  fellow  a-bed  with  me/'*    All  this  while 

Mm  s  blood  boiled  in  his  veins ;  he  wasnow  conflrmed  in 

•U  kii  wspicions ;  jade,  bitch,  and  whore  were  the  best 

wonh  that  John  gave  her.b    Things  went  from  better 

to  wone,  till  If  rs.  Bull  aimed  a  knifec  at  John,  though 

John  Ikrewa  bottle'  at  her  head,  very  brutally  indeed ; 

and  sAw  diis  tfaero  was  nothing  but  confusion ;  bottles, 

glaBH^  ■poons,  plates,  knives,  forks,  and  dishes  flew 

about  like  dnst;«  the  result  of  which  was,  that  Mrs. 

BoU  reodved  a  bruise '  in  her  right  side,  of  which  she 

died  half  a  year  after.    The  braise  imposthumated, 

•od  sftawBids  turned  to  a  stinking  ulcer,  which  made 

cvwybody  shy  to  come  near  her;  yet  she  wanted  not  the 

help  of  many  able  physicians,  who  attended  very 

diligfntly,  and  did  what  men  of  skill  could  do ;  but 

all  to  no  puipoee,  for  her  condition  was  now  quite 

dopoile,  all  regnlar  physicians  and  her  nearest  rela- 

ti<n  haviqg  given  her  over. 


CHAPTER  IX. 


Hov  soiM  qvaoks  nndartook  to  am  Mn.  Bull  of  her  ulcer. 

Thisb  is  nothing  so  impossible  in  nature  but  monnte* 
bonkf  will  undertake ;  nothing  so  incredible  but  they 
will  sAnn :  Mrs.  Bull's  condition  was  looked  upon  as 
dopoate  by  all  tlie  men  of  ait;  but  there  were  thoee 
(W  fangged  they  had  an  infallible  ointment  and 
pbiter  which,  beiog  applied  to  the  sore,  would  cure  it 
m  a  few  days ;  at  Uie  same  time,  they  would  give  her 
a  pill  that  would  purge  off  all  her  bad*  humours, 
■veeten  her  blood,  and  rectify  her  disturbed  imagina- 
^om.  In  spite  of  all  applications,  the  patient  grew 
vrnie  every  day ;  she  stunk  so  nobody  durst  come 
vitbin  a  stone's  throw  of  her,  except  thoee  quacks  who 
attended  her  close,  and  apprehended  no  danger.  If 
oM  ssked  them,  how  Mrs.  Bull  did?  Better  and 
brtter,  said  tfiey ;  the  parts  heal,  and  her  constitution 
OMods;  if  she  submits  to  our  government,  she  will  be 
afanad  in  a  little  time.  Nay,  it  is  reported,  that  they 
vnle  to  her  friends  in  the  country,  that  she  would 
dams  a  jig  next  October  in  Westminister-hall,  and 
tiKt  her  illneas  had  chiefly  been  owing  to  bad 
pbyncians.  As  last,  one  of  them  [lord  Chancellor] 
vat  lent  for  in  great  haste,  his  patient  grew  worse  and 
VMse:  when  he  came,  he  affirmed  that  it  waa  a  gross 
mistake,  and  that  she  was  never  in  a  fairer  way : 
Bring  hither  the  salve,  says  he,  aiid  give  her  a  plentiful 
dnught  of  my  cordial.    As  he  was  applying  his 


,  sad  the  parliamrat :  ihey  impeached  the  anthor  of 
^^  aimm  aod  auidciDeaiioun ;  he  waa  lUeoced  for  three 


}nn.  ao4  the  eemoa  taint  bv  the  haagman. 
*  l^wa  iwimiiillnai  eaoaea  a  gieat  fement  in  the  public 


^  The  hovae  complained  of  being  aiperMd  and  villifled ; 
oniuljiiuua  tcnna  weie  need  by  both  paittea. 
<  The  wAaUtrr  had  leeoune  to  the  militarv  power. 

*  Varioaa  nwfae  aad  tamnlle  were  excilod  by  the  high  ohoich 

•  The  Whig  or  low  ehaieh  party  in  tlie  hou»e  of  commona 
btfutodaeime. 

'  PaitSaaaoft  was  prorogned. 


ointments  and  administering  the  cordial,  the  patient 
gave  up  the  ghost,  to  the  great  confusion  of  the  quack, 
and  the  great  joy  of  Bull  and  his  friends.  The  quack 
flung  away  out  of  the  house  in  great  disorder,  and 
swore  there  was  foul  play,  for  he  was  sure  his  medicines 
were] infallible.  Mn.  Bull  having  died  without  any 
signs  of  repentance  or  devotion,  the  dergy  would  hardly 
allow  her  a  Christian  buriaL  The  relations  had  once 
resolved  to  sue  John  for  the  murder;  but  considering 
better  of  it,  and  that  such  a  trial  would  rip  up  old  sores, 
and  discover  things  not  so  much  to  the  reputation  of 
the  deceased,  they  dropped  their  design.  She  left  no 
will,  only  there  was  found  in  her  strong  box,  the 
following  words  wrote  on  a  scrip  of  paper :  "  My  curse 
on  John  Bull  and  all  my  posterity  if  ever  they  come 
to  any  composition  with  the  lord  StrutL" 

She  left  him  three  daughten,  whose  names  were 
Polemia,  Discordia,  and  Usuria  [War,  Faction,  and 
Usury]. 


OfJohaBuU's 


CHAPTER  X. 

wife,  and  the  good  advice  that  ahe  gave 
him.. 

John  quickly  got  the  better  of  his  grief,  and  seeing 
that  neither  his  constitution  nor  the  aflairs  of  his 
fiimily  could  permit  him  to  live  in  an  unmarried 
state,  he  resolved  to  get  him  another  wife :  a  cousin  of 
his  last  wife's  was  proposed,  but  John  would  have  no 
more  of  the  breed :  in  short,  he  wedded  a  sober  isountry 
gentlewoman,  of  a  good  family,  and  a  plentiftu 
fortune,  the  reverse  of  the  other  in  lier  temper;*  not 
but  that  she  loved  money,  for  she  was  saving,  and 
applied  her  fortune  to  pay  John  s  clamorous  debts^ 
that  the  unfrugal  methods  of  his  last  wife  and  thia 
ruinous  lawsuit  had  brou^t  him  into.  One  day,  aa 
she  had  got  her  husband  in  a  good  himiour,  she 
talked  to  him  after  the  following  manner  i^  **  My  dear, 
since  I  have  been  your  wife,  I  have  observed  great 
abuses  and  disorders  in  your  family ;  your  servants  are 
mutinous  and  quarrelsome,  and  oieat  you  moat 
abominably ;  your  cook-maid  is  in  a  combination  with 
your  butcher,  poulterer,  and  fisfamongnr ;  your  butler 
purloins  your  liquor,  and  the  brewer  sells  you  bogwash ; 
your  baker  cheats  both  in  weight  and  in  tale;  even 
your  milk-woman  and  your  nursery-maid  have  a 
fellow-feeling ;  your  tailor,  instead  of  shreds,  cabbagea 
whole  yards  of  cloth ;  besides,  leaving  such  long  scores 
and  not  going  to  market  with  ready  money,  forces  ua 
to  take  bad  ware  of  the  tradesmen  at  their  own  price. 
You  have  not  posted  your  books  these  ten  years ;  how 
is  it  possible  for  a  man  of  business  to  keep  his  aflaiia 
even  in  the  world  at  this  rate?  Pray  God  this  Hocus 
be  honest:  would  to  God  you  would  look  over  his 
bills,  and  see  how  matters  stand  between  Frog  and 
you  :^  prodigious  sums  are  spent  in  this  lawsuit,  and 
more  must  he  borrowed  of  scriveners  and  usureis  at 
heavy  interest.  Besides,  my  dear,  let  me  beg  of  you 
to  lay  aside  that  wild  project  of  leaving  your  business 
to  turn  lawyer,  for  which,  let  me  tell  you,  nature  never 
designed  you.  Believe  me,  these  rogues  do  but  flatter 
that  they  may  pick  your  pocket ;  observe  what  a  parcel 
of  hungry  ragged  fellows  live  by  your  cause ;  to  be 
sure  they  will  never  make  an  end  on't :  I  foresee  this 
haunt  you  have  got  about  the  courts  will  one  day  or 
other  bring  your  family  to  beggary.  Consider,  my 
dear,  how  indecent  it  is  to  abandon  your  shop  ana 
follow  pettifoggeis ;  the  habit  is  so  strong  upon  you,  that 
there  is  hardly  a  plea  between  two  country  esquires, 
about  a  barren  acre  ui»on  a  common,  but  you  draw 
yourself  in  as  bail,  surety,  or  solicitor.**'    John  heard 

•  The  new  parliament  was  tkxene  to  the  war. 
^  The  hoiuc  of  oommoiM  made  a  repreerntation  of  the  mis- 
management  in  the  leveral  olBoea. 
c  'Fbe  amount  of  money  that  had  been  expended  on  the  war. 
d  Tlie  wax  waa  then  '  **  the  people. 
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her  all  this  while  with  ^jatience,  till  she  priclced  his 
magfgot,  and  touched  him  in  the  tender  point ;  then  he 
broke  out  into  a  riolent  passion,  **  What,  I  not  fit  for  a 
lawyer!  Let  me  tell  you,  my  clod-pated  relations 
spoiled  the  greatest  genius)  in  the  world  when  they 
bred  me  a  mechanic.  Lord  Strutt  and  his  old  rogue  of 
a  grandsire  have  found  to  dieir  cost  that  I  can  manage 
a  lawsuit  as  well  as  another/^  ^^I  don't  deny  what 
you  say,"  replied  Mrs.  Bull,  ''nor  do  I  call  in  question 
your  parts ;  but  I  say  it  does  not  suit  with  your  cir- 
cumstances :  you  and  your  predecessors  have  lived  in 
good  reputation  among  your  neighbours  by  this  same 
clothing  trade,  and  it  were  madness  to  leave  it  off. 
Besides,  there  are  few  that  know  all  die  tricks  and 
cheats  of  these  lawyeis :  does  not  your  ovm  experience 
teach  you  how  they  have  drawn  you  on  from  one  term 
to  another,  and  how  you  have  danced  the  round  of  all 
the  courts,  still  flattering  you  with  a  final  issue,  and, 
for  aught  I  can  see,  your  cause  is  not  a  bit  clearer  than 
it  was  seven  years  ago.^'  *^  I  will  be  damned,"  says 
John,  "  if  I  accept  of  any  composition  from  Strutt  or 
his  grandfather ;  I'll  rather  wheel  about  the  streets  an 
engine  to  grind  knives  and  scissars ;  however,  111  take 
your  advice,  and  look  over  my  accompts.'* 


CHAPTER  XL 

How  John  looked  over  bia  atlortiey's  bill. 

When  John  first  brought  out  the  bills,  the  surprise  of 
all  the  family  was  inexpressible  at  the  prodigious  di- 
mensions of  tiiem ;  they  would  have  measured  with  the 
best  bale  of  cloth  in  John  s  shop.  Fees  to  judges,  puisne 
judges,  clerks,  prothonotaries,  filacers,  chirographers, 
under-clerks,  proclamators,  couiicO,  witnesses,  jurymen, 
marshals,  tipstaffs,  criers,  porters;  for  enrollings,  ex- 
emplifications, bails,  vouchers,  returns,  caveats,  examin- 
ations, filing  of  writs,  entries,  declarations,  replications, 
lecordats,  noli  prosequis,  certioraris,  mittimuses, 
demurrers,  special  verdicts,  informations,  scire  facias, 
supersedeas,  habeas  corpus,  coach-hire,  treating  of 
witnesses,  &c.  '*  Verily,'*  says  John,  **  there  are  a 
prodigious  number  of  learned  words  in  this  law ;  what 
a  pretty  science  it  is!"  ''  Ay,  but  husband,  you  have 
paid  for  every  syllable  and  letter  of  these  fine  words ; 
olesi  me,  what  immense  sums  are  at  the  bottom  of  the 
accompt!"  John  spent  several  weeks  in  looking  over 
his  bills ;  and  by  comparing  and  stating  his  accompts, 
he  discovered  that,  beiide  the  extravagance  of  every 
article,  he  had  been  egregiously  cheated ;  that  he  had 
paid  for  council  that  were  never  feed,  for  writs  that 
were  never  drawn,  for  dinners  that  were  never  dressed, 
and  journeys  that  were  never  made :  in  short,  that  the 
tradesmen,  lawyers,  and  Frog,  had  agreed  to  throw  the 
burden  of  the  lawsuit  upon  bus  shoulders. 

CHAPTER  XII. 

How  John  grew  angry,  and  resolved  to  accent  a  composition  ;* 
and  what  methodi  were  practised  by  the  Iaw>'en  for  keeping 

him  from  it. 

Well  might  the  learned  Daniel  Burgess  say,  that  a 
lawsuit  is  a  suit  for  life.  He  that  sows  his  grain  upon 
marble  will  have  many  a  hungry  belly  before  harvest. 
This  John  felt  by  woful  experience.  John's  cause  was 
a  good  milch -cow,  and  many  a  man  subsisted  his  family 
out  of  it.  However,  John  began  to  think  it  high  time 
to  look  about  him.  He  had  a  cousin  in  the  country, 
one  sir  Roger  Bold,^  whose  predecessors  had  been  bred 
up  to  the  law,  and  knew  as  much  of  it  as  anybody ; 
but  having  left  off  the  profession  for  some  time,  they 
took  great  pleasure  in  compounding  lawsuits  among 
their  neighbours,  for  which  they  were  the  aversion  of 

*  Wlien  peace  was  thought  to  be  eligible,  a  treaty  was  entered 
Into. 

b  Bobert  Harley,  tzetisurer  instead  of  loid  Godolphin. 


the  gentlemen  of  the  long  robe,  and  at  perpetnsl  wir 
with  all  the  country  attome]^*.  John  put  his  cause  to 
sir  Roger's  hands,  desiring  him  to  make  the  best  of  it: 
the  news  had  no  sooner  reached  the  ears  of  the  lawym 
but  tiiey  weie  all  in  an  uproar.  They  brooght  all  the 
rest  of  the  tradesmen  upon  John :  squire  South  swoie 
he  was  betrayed,  that  he  would  starve  before  he  com- 
pounded; Frog  said  he  was  highly  wronged;  «« 
lying  Ned  the  chtmney-sw^per,  and  Tom  the  dustman, 
complained  that  their  interest  was  sacrificed.*  Hie 
lawyers,  soliciton,  Hocus,  and  his  deiks,  were  all  ap 
in  arms  at  the  news  of  the  composition ;  they  abused 
him  and  his  wife  most  shamefully.^  <*Yoa  sillj, 
awkward,  ill-bred,  country  sow,"  quoth  one, «  have  you 
no  more  manners  than  to  rail  at  Hocus  that  has  safcd 
that  ciod-pated  nnmskull'd  ninnyhammer  of  youn  from 
ruin,  and  all  hu  famUy  f  It  is  well  known  how  he 
has  risen  early  and  sat  up  late  to  make  him  easy  wbra 
he  was  sotting  at  every  aldiouse  in  town.  I  knew  hit 
last  wife ;  she  was  a  woman  of  breeding,  good  huiwmr, 
and  complaisance;  knew  how  to  live  in  the  world:  as 
for  you,  you  look  like  a  puppet  moved  by  dockwoik: 
your  clothes  hang  upon  you  as  they  were  upon  tente- 
hooks,  and  you  come  into  a  room  as  you  were  going  to 
steal  away  a  p — s-pot :  get  you  gone  into  the  coentiy 
to  look  after  your  mother's  poultry,  to  milk  the  cwi, 
chum  the  butter,  and  dress  up  nosegays  for  a  hoUdar, 
and  not  meddle  with  matters  which  you  know  no  mm 
of  than  the  sign-post  before  your  door :  it  is  wdl  known 
that  Hocus  had  an  established  reputation;  he  ners 
swore  an  oath,  nor  told  a  lie  in  all  his  life;  he  is 
grateful  to  his  benefoctors,  faithful  to  his  friends,  libaal 
to  his  dependents,  and  dutiful  to  his  superion;  be 
values  not  your  money  more  than  the  dust  under  h» 
feet,  but  he  hates  to  be  abused.  Once  for  all,  Mn. 
Mynx,  leave  off  talking  of  Hocus,  or  I  will  pull  o^ 
those  saucer  eyes  of  yours,  and  make  that  rrf-streat 
country  face  look  as  raw  as  an  ox  cheek  upon  a  botcher  s 
stall :  remember,  I  say,  that  there  are  pillories  and 
ducking-stools."  With  this  away  they  flung,  Iwing 
Mrs.  Bull  no  time  to  reply.  No  stone  was  left  ontuiwd 
to  fright  John  from  his  composition :  sometimes  they 
spread  reports  at  coffeehouses  that  John  and  his  wife 
were  run  mad ;  that  they  intended  to  give  up  home, 
and  make  over  all  their  estate  to  Lewis  Baboon;  that 
John  had  been  often  heard  talking  to  himself,  and  sem 
in  the  streets  without  shoes  or  stockings ;  Aat  he  did 
nothing  from  morning  till  night  but  beat  his  senraiiti, 
after  having  been  the  best  master  alive :  as  for  his  wife, 
she  was  a  mere  natural.  Sometimes  John's  house  wm 
beset  with  a  whole  regiment  of  attorneys'  clerb, 
bailiffs,  and  bailiffs*  foUowen,  and  other  small  re- 
tainers of  the  law,  who  threw  stones  at  his  windtfts, 
and  dirt  at  himself  as  he  went  along  the  street  '  Whw 
John  compluned  of  want  of  ready  money  to  cany  » 
his  suit,  &ey  advised  him  to  pawn  his  plate  andjeweU, 
and  that  Mrs.  Bull  should  sell  her  linen  and  wearing- 
clothes. 

And  the  lawyers  agreed  to  send  Don  Diego  D»- 
mallo,  the  conjurer,  to  John  Bull,  to  diasoaiie  him 
from  making  an  end  of  his  lawsuit,  and  this  is  what 
passed  between  them. 

BuU,  How  does  my  good  friend  Don  Diego?       , 

Don,  Never  worse.  Who  can  be  easy  when  thetf 
friends  are  playing  the  fool  f  , 

Butt,  But  then  you  may  be  easy,  for  I  am  ^^^^ 
to  play  the  fool  no  longer :  I  wish  I  had  hearkened  to 
your  advice,  and  compounded  this  lawsuit  sooner, 

Don,  It  is  true ;  I  was  then  against  the  ruinous  «»yj 
of  this  lawsuit,  but,  looking  over  my  scheme  sinoej 
find  there  is  an  error  in  my  calculation.    Sol  ax«i 


*  The  measure  was  oppoaoA  by  the  Allies. 
^  The  house  of  oommooswas  censured  for ' 
businoas. 


ofpcWir 


THE  HISTORY  OF  JOHN  BULL. 


377 


Jopiter  were  in  a  wrong  houae,  but  I  have  now  di»> 
covofd  tbeir  trae  places;  I  find  that  the  stan  are 
Qomiiaooily  of  opinion  that  you  will  be  •ucccatful  in 
(hiicaitte:  that  Lewia  will  come  to  an  untimely  end, 
and  Strati  will  be  tamed  out  of  doon  by  hii  wife  and 
chiidmi. 

Tbfli  he  went  on  with  a  torrent  of  eclipticii  eyelet, 
epkjc\eif  ateendanti,  trinesi  quadiants,  conjunctions, 
bulli,  bnn,  goati,  and  nms,  and  abundance  of  hard 
vords,  which,  being  put  together,  lignified  nothing. 
John  dl  thii  while  stood  gaping  and  staring  like  a  man 
i&slniice. 


CHAPTER  Xin. 

Mn.  Bulfi  TuuliciitloD  of  tlie  indispeimble  duty  of  cuckoldom, 
urnmbeiil  upon  wivw  in  caw  of  th«  tyranny,  infidelity,  or 
ttmdbdemj  of  haAmdt :  being  a  fall  answer  to  the  doctor's 
•emoa  against  odulleryji 

JoH!(  foond  daily  fresh  proofs  of  the  infidelitv  and  bad 
dctixnt  of  his  deceased  wife ;  among  other  things,  one 
dsj  lookiag  oTcr  his  cabinet,  be  found  the  following 
piper  >- 

It  ii  erident  that  matrimony  is  founded  upon  an 
origiaal  codliact,  whereby  the  wife  makes  over  the  right 
•be  has  by  the  law  of  nature  to  the  oaficw6i/MS  vagm 
m  Ciroiir  of  the  husband ;  by  which  he  acquires  the 
property  of  ill  her  posterity.  But  then  the  ooligation 
k  DUQtosl :  and  where  the  contract  is  broken  on  one 
tide,  it  oeaMS  to  bind  on  the  other.  Where  there  is  a 
right,  there  must  be  a  power  to  maintain  it,  and  to  punish 
tbe  offending  party.  The  power  I  affirm  to  be  that 
cfifM  rigb^  or  rather  that  indispensable  duty  of  cuck- 
oUoo,  lodaed  in  all  wives  in  the  cases  above  mentioned. 
No  wife  iibound  by  any  law  to  which  herMlf  has  not 
eomentcd:  all  economical  goTemment  is  lodged 
on^oally  in  the  husband  and  wife,  the  executive  part 
l^ng  in  the  husband ;  both  have  thor  privilq^es  secured 
to  them  by  Jaw  and  reason :  but  will  any  man  infer 
6wn  the  hnshand*s  being  invested  with  the  executive 
pnwcr  that  the  wife  is  deprived  of  her  share,  and  that, 
which  is  the  principal  branch  of  it,  the  original  right 
of  cnckoldomt  and  that  she  has  no  remedy  left  but 
/m  ti  laehymugf  tut  an  ^ipeal  to  a  supreme  court  of 
judicitim  t  No  less  frivolous  are  the  arguments  that 
«R  drawn  from  the  general  appellations  and  terms  of 
hoihend  and  wife.  A  husband  denotes  several  different 
•orti  of  magistracy,  according  to  the  usages  and  eus- 
<>"»•  of  diflfinent  climates  and  countries.  In  some 
Ktttem  nations  it  aignifies  a  tyrant,  with  the  absolute 
power  of  life  and  death:  in  Turkey  it  denotes  an 
vhitnry  governor,  witii  power  of  perpetual  imprison* 
■Beat :  in  Italy  it  gives  the  husband  power  of  poison 
oA  padlocks :  in  the  countries  of  England,  France, 
ud  Holland  it  has  quite  a  different  meaning,  im|)lying 
«  6cc  sad  equal  government,  securing  to  me  wife^  in 
nttuo  casei^  the  liberty  of  cuckoldom,  and  the  property 
of  pin-axmey,  and  separate  maintenance.  So  that  the 
iriwneDts  drawn  from  the  terms  of  husband  and  wife 
are  frilscioui^  and  by  no  means  fit  to  support  a  tyran- 
lu'cal  doctrine,  as  that  of  absolute  unlimited  chastity 
ud  conjugal  fidelity. 

The  gtnerai  exhortations  to  chastity  in  wives  are 
BM«)t  only  for  rules  in  ordinary  cases ;  but  they  natu- 
i^ljr  nippQse  three  conditions,  of  abili^,  justice,  and 
^^ty  in  the  husbuid :  such  an  unlimited,  uncon- 
ditioosi  fidelity  in  the  wife  could  never  be  supposed 
W  resoonable  men :  it  seems  a  reflection  upon  the 
ch— rch  to  eharge  her  with  doctrines  that  countenance 
ffVteMion. 

This  doctrine  of  the  original  right  of  cuckoldom  is 
'^"ngnunis  to  the  law  of  nature,  which  is  superior  to  all 
human  laws,  and  for  that  I  dare  appeal  to  all  wives :  it 

*  TV  Torias'  npnstntailoa  of  the  speeches  at  SaeherereU'a 


is  much  to  the  honovtr  'of  our  English  wives  that  they 
have  never  given  up  that  fundamental  point ;  and  that 
though  in  former  ages  they  were  muflkd  up  in  darkness 
and  superstition,  yet  that  notion  seoned  engraven  on 
their  minds,  and  the  impression  so  strong,  that  nothing 
could  impair  it. 

To  assert  the  illegality  of  cuckoldom  upon  any  pre- 
tence whatsoever  were  to  cast  odious  colours  upon  the 
married  state,  to  blacken  the  necessary  means  of  per- 
petuating families :  such  laws  can  never  be  supposed 
to  have  been  designed  to  defeat  the  very  end  of  matri- 
mony, the  propagation  of  mankind.  I  call  them  neces- 
sary means ;  for  in  many  cases  what  other  means  are 
leilf  Such  a  doctrine  wounds  the  honour  of  families; 
unsetties  the  tides  to  kingdoms,  honours,  and  estates ; 
for  if  the  actions  from  which  such  settiements  spring 
were  illegal,  all  that  is  built  upon  them  must  be  so  too ; 
but  the  last  is  absurd,  therefore  the  first  must  be  so 
likewise.  What  is  the  cause  that  Europe  groans  at 
present  under  the  heavy  load  of  a  cruel  and  expensive 
war,  but  the  tyrannical  custom  of  a  certain  nation,  and 
the  scrupulous  nicety  of  a  silly  queen,  [consort  of 
Charles  II.  of  Spain,!  in  not  exercising  this  indis^n- 
sable  duty  of  cuckoldom,  whereby  the  kingdom  might 
have  had  an  heir,  and  a  controverted  succession  might 
have  been  avoided  f  These  are  the  effects  of  the  narrow 
maxims  of  your  clergy.  That  one  must  not  do  evil  that 
good  may  come  of  it 

The  assertors  of  this  indefeasible  right,  and  Jut  di- 
vimim  of  matrimony, .  do  all,  in  their  hearts,  favour 
gallants,  and  the  pretenders  to  married  women  :  for  if 
the  true  legal  foundation  of  the  married  state  be  once 
sapped,  and  instead  thereof  tyrannical  maxims  intro- 
duced, what  must  follow  but  elopements,  instead  of 
secret  and  peaceable  cuckoldom  f 

From  all  that  has  been  said,  one  may  clearly  perceive 
the  absurdity  of  the  doctrine  of  this  seditious,  dis- 
contented, hot-headed,  ungifted,  unedifying  preacher, 
asserting.  That  the  grand  security  of  the  matrimonial 
state,  and  the  pillar  upon  which  it  stands,  is  founded 
upon  the  wifes  belief  of  an  absolute  unconditional 
fidelity  to  die  husband's  bed ;  by  which  bold  anertion 
he  strikes  at  the  root,  digs  the  foundation,  and  removes 
the  basis  upon  which  the  happiness  of  a  married  state 
is  built.  As  for  his  perM>nal  reflections,  I  woidd  gladly 
know  who  are  those  wanton  wives  he  speaks  off  who 
are  those  ladies  of  high  station  that  he  so  boldly  tra- 
duces in  his  sermon  f  It  is  pretty  plain  whom  these 
aspersions  are  aimed  at,  for  which  he  deserves  the  pillory, 
or  something  worse. 

In  confirmation  of  this  doctrine  of  the  indispensable 
duty  of  cuckoldom,  I  could  bring  the  example  of  the 
wisest  wives  in  all  ages,  who  by  these  means  have  pre- 
served their  hu^iands*  families  from  ruin  and  oblivion 
by  want  of  posterity ;  but  what  has  been  said  is  a  suffi- 
cient ground  for  punishing  this  pragmatical  parson. 


CHAPTER  XIV. 

The  two  grrat  paztSce  of  wives,  the  Devotees  and  the  HJtta^i^ 
The  doctrine  of  unlimited  chastity  and  fidelity  in 
wives  was  universally  espoused  by  all  husbands,  who 
went  about  the  country  and  made  the  wives  rign 
papers,  signifying  tiieir  utter  detestation  and  abhorrence 
of  Mrs.  Bull's  wicked  doctrine  of  the  indispensable 
duty  of  cuckoldom.  Some  yielded,  others  refused  to 
part  with  their  native  liberty ;  which  gave  rise  to  two 
great  parties  among  the  wives,  the  devotoes  and  die 
hitts.  Thouffh  it  must  be  owned,  the  dirtinction  was 
more  nominal  than  real ;  for  the  devotoes  would  abuse 
freedoms  sometimes ;  and  those  who  were  distinguished 
by  the  name  of  hitts,  were  often  very  honest.     At  the 

•  Those  who  wart  for  or  againsl  the  doctrine  of  non-resisl- 
aooe. 
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ittma  time  there  came  out  an  ingeoious  treatiee,  with 
the  title  of  ''Good  Advice  to  Huibaods  f  in  which 
they  are  couneelled  not  to  truit  too  much  to  their  wives 
owning  the  doctrine  of  unlimited  conjugal  fidelity,  and 
ao  to  n^lect  family  duty,  and  a  due  watchfulneM  over 
the  mannen  of  their  wives ;  that  the  greatest  security 
to  husbands  was  a  vigorous  constitution,  good  usage  of 
their  wives,  and  keeping  them  from  temptation ;  many 
husbands  tiaving  been  sufferers  by  dieir  trusting  too 
much  to  general  professions,  as  was  exemplified  in  the 
case  of  a  foolish  and  negligent  husband,  who,  trusting 
to  the  efficacy  of  this  principle,  was  undone  by  his 
wife's  elopement  from  him.* 


CHAPTER  XV. 


An  aooount  of  the  Conference  between  Mn.  Bull  and  Don 

Diego. 

The  lawyers,  as  their  last  effort  to  put  off  the  com- 
position, sent  Don  Diego^  to  John.  Don  Diego  was  a 
very  worthy  gentleman,  a  friend  to  John,  his  mother,  and 

S resent  wife ;  and  therefore  supposed  to  have  some  in- 
uence  over  her :  he  had  been  iU-used  himself  by  John*s 
lawyers :  but,  because  of  some  animosity  to  sir  Roger,*' 
was  against  the  composition  :^  the  conference  between 
him  and  Mrs.  Bull  was  word  for  word  as  follows : — 

Don  D,  Is  it  possible,  cousiu  Bull,  that  you  can  forget 
the  honourable  maxims  of  the  family  you  are  come  of, 
and  break  your  word  with  three  at  the  honestest,  best 
meaning  persons  in  the  world,  esquire  South,  Frog,  and 
Hocus,  that  have  sacrificed  their  mterests  to  yours  f  It 
is  baw  to  take  advantage  of  their  simplicity  and  cre^ 
dulity,  and  leave  them  in  the  lurch  at  last 

Mf8.  B.  I  am  sure  they  have  left  my  family  in  a  bad 
condition ;  we  have  hardly  monev  to  go  to  market,  and 
nobody  will  take  our  word  for  sixnence.  A  very  fine 
spark  this  esquire  South !  My  husband  took  him  in,  a 
dirty  snotty-nosed  boy ;  it  was  the  business  of  half  the 
servants  to  attend  him,  the  rogue  did  bawl  and  make 
such  a  noise :  sometimes  he  feu  in  the  fire  and  burnt 
his  face,  sometimes  broke  his  shins  clambering  over  the 
benches,  often  p — d  a- bed,  and  always  came  in  so 
dirty  as  if  he  nad  been  dragged  through  the  kennel 
at  a  boarding-school.  He  lost  his  money  at  chnck- 
farthing,  shuffle-cap,  and  all-fours;  sold  his  books, 
pawned  his  linen,  which  we  were  always  forced  to 
redeem.  Then  the  whole  generation  of  him  are  so  in 
love  with  bagpipes  and  puppetshows !  I  wish  you  knew 
what  my  husband  has  paid  at  the  pastry-cook's  and 
confectioner*s  for  Naples  biscuits,  tarts,  custards,  and 
sweetmeats.*  All  this  while  my  husband  considered 
him  as  a  gentleman  of  a  good  family  that  had  fallen 
into  decay,  gave  him  good  education,  and  has  settled 
him  in  a  good  creditable  way  of  living,  having  procured 
him,  by  his  interest,  one  of  the  best  places  of  the 
country ;  and  what  return,  think  you,  does  this  fine 
gentieman  make  us  ?  He  will  hardly  give  me  or  my 
husband  a  good  word,  or  a  civil  expression  :  instead  o( 
sir  and  madam,  (which,  though  I  say  it,  is  our  due,) 
he  calls  us  goody  and  gaffer  such  a  one :  says  he  did 
us  a  great  deal  of  honour  to  board  with  us  :  huffs  and 
dings  at  such  a  rate  because  we  will  not  spend  the 
little  we  have  left  to  get  him  the  tide  and  estate  of 
lord  Strutt:  and  then,  forsooth,  we  shall  have  the 
honour  to  be  his  woollen-drapen.  Besides,  esquire 
South  will  be  esquire  Sooth  still ;  fickle,  proud,  and 
ungrateful.    If  he  behaves  himself  so,  when  he  depends 

•  Alladiag  to  the  Retolutfcm,  when  Juaet  II.  lost  his  king- 
don. 

^  Among  other  obstMles  to  the  treaty,  was  the  oppostion  of 
the  eorl  of  NoUiogham,  a  Tonr  nobleman,  who  possesMd  very 
great  Influence  in  the  bouse  of  commons. 

"  The  cause  of  this  animosity  was  Mr.  Ilarley's  being  chosen 
to  succeed  Nottingham  us  principal  aecretary-of-iitate. 

'  He  expostulated  against  the  peace  when  the  queen  was 
present  tarrMaito. 

"^  Something  rcLiting  lo  the  mannen  of  a  great  prince. 


on  tis  for  his  daily  bread,  can  any  man  ny  what  be 
will  do  when  he  is  got  above  the  world  f 

Don  D»  And  would  you  lose  the  honour  of  so  noUe 
and  generous  an  undertaking  f  Would  you  nUier 
accept  this  scandalous  composition,  and  trust  that  old 
rogue  Lewis  Baboon  9 

Mn,  B.  Look  you,  friend  Diego,  if  we  law  it  on  till 
Lewis  turns  honest,  I  am  afraid  our  credit  will  run 
low  at  Blackwell-hjUl.  I  wish  every  one  had  his  owu^ 
but  I  still  say  that  lord  Strutt's  money  shines  as  brigbt, 
and  chinks  as  well,  as  esquire  South's.  I  don't  knov 
any  other  hold,  that  we  tradesmen  have  of  theie  great 
folks  but  their  interest ;  buy  dear  and  sell  cheap,  sod 
111  warrant  ye  you  will  keep  your  customer.  The  vont 
is^  that  lord  Strutt's  aervants  have  got  such  a  hinut 
about  that  old  rogue's  shop,  that  it  will  cost  us  msiiu 
firkin  of  strong  beer  to  bring  them  back  again ;  and  the 
longer  they  are  in  a  bad  road,  the  harder  it  will  be  to 
get  them  out  of  it 

Dom  D,  But  poor  Frog!  what  has  be  donef  Onmj 
conscience,  if  there  be  an  honest  sincere  man  in  the 
world  it  is  that  Frog. 

Mr$.  B,  I  think  I  need  not  tell  you  how  much  Fiog 

has  been  obliged  to  our  family  hm  bis  chMdhood;  k 

cairies  his  head  high  now,  but  he  had  never  been  tlie 

man  he  is  without  our  help.    £ver  since  the  com* 

menoement  of  this  lawsuit,  it  has  been  the  busineii  of 

Hocus,  in  sharing  our  expenses,  to  plead  for  Frof. 

"  Poor  Frog,"  says  he,  **  is  in  hard  circumstaoca;  be 

has  a  numerous  family,  and  lives  from  hand  to  mouth  i 

his  children  don't  eat  a  bit  of  good  victuals  from  one 

year's  end  to  the  other,  but  live  upon  salt  herring,  wv 

curd,  and  borecole ;  he  does  his  utmost,  poor  fellow,  to 

keep  things  even  in  (he  world,  and  has  exerted  bimadf 

beyond  his  ability  in  this  lawsuit ;  but  be  really  hu 

not  wherewithal  to  go  on.   What  signifies  this  hoodicd 

pounds  f  place  it  upon  your  side  of  the  aooount;  it  a 

a  great  deal  to  poor  Frog,  and  a  trifle  to  you.*'    Tbif 

has  been  Hocus  s  constant  laoguage,  and  I  am  sate  be 

has  had  obligations  enough  to  ua  to  have  acted  anodber 

part. 

DtmD,  No  doubt  Hocus  meant  all  tills  for  the  bert,     | 

but  he  is  a  tender-hearted,  charitable  man;  Fragii 
indeed  in  hard  circumatancea. 

Mr§.  B.  Hard  oircumatanoes  1  I  awear  this  is  pro- 
voking to  the  last  dogiee.  All  die  time  of  the  lawnit. 
as  fhst  as  I  have  mortgaged.  Frog  has  purchased :  from 
a  plain  tradesman,  with  a  shop^  wardiouse,  and  a 
country  hut,  with  a  dirty  fish-pond  at  the  end  of  it,  li« 
is  now  grown  a  very  rich  country  gc&demaa,  with  a 
noble  luided  cetate,  noble  palaces,  maiioc%  parks,  gv- 
dens,  and  ihrms,  finer  than  any  we  were  ever  msster  d' 
Isjit  not  strange,  when  my  husband  <lisbaned  great 
sums  every  terra,  Frog  should  be  purchaaiog  some  nrw 
farm  or  manor?  So  that  if  this  lawsuit  las(s»  kevill 
be  for  the  richest  man  in  his  country.  What  is  wtfw 
than  all  this,  he  steals  away  my  custometw  eveiy  dit : 
twelve  of  the  richest  and  the  best  have  Idt  my  shop  by 
his  persuasion,  and  whom,  to  my  certain  knowlcd^* 
he  has  under  bonds  never  to  return  agaun :  judge  you 
if  this  be  neighbourly  dealing. 

Don  D.  Frog  is  indeed  pretty  close  in  his  dcalini;<< 
but  very  honest :  you  are  so  touchy,  aad  take  filing*  <>> 
hotiy,  I  am  sure  there  must  be  some  mistake  in  this. 

Atr$,'B,  A  plaguy  one  indeed!  You  know, and barr 
often  told  me  of  it,  how  Hocus  and  thoaa  rogues  kej^ 
my  htisband  John  Bull  drunk  for  Av*  years  togfthtf 
with  punch  and  strong  waters;  I  am  sure  be  sever 
went  one  night  sober  to  bed  till  they  got  him  to  ngo 
the  strangest  deed  that  ever  you  saw  m  your  life.  The 
methods  they  took  to  manage  him  TU  tell  you  snoUiff 
time ;  at  present  111  read  only  the  writing. 
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MtnCLBS  OP  AORGBMENT   BBTWEEN  JOHN  BULL, 
CLOTHIER,  AND  NICHOLAS  FROG. 
LINEN-DRAPER.* 

I.  TiUT  for  maintainiBg  the  ancient  good  eoiremnd- 

mee  aid  friendihip  between  the  aaid  parties,  I,  Nicbo- 

hi  frog,  do  tolemnly  engage  and  promise  to  keep 

peace  in  John  Ball'i  femily ;  that  neither  hie  wife, 

ehildren,  nor  wrvanti,  gife  bim  any  trouble^  disturb- 

tnee,  or  molestation  whatsoever,  but  to  oblige  them  all 

todotbeir  duty  quietly  in  their  lespectire  stations; 

ind  vImtos  the  said  John  Bull,  from  the  aMuied  con- 

fidcDoe  that  be  has  in  my  friendship,  has  appointed 

me  eiecutor  of  his  last  will  and  testament  ana  guar- 

dian  (d  his  children,  I  do  undertake  for  me,  my  heirs 

and  aaiifns,  to  see  the  some  duly  executed  and  per- 

formsd,  and  Oat  it  shall  be  unalterable  in  all  its  piarts 

bj  Jobn  Boll,  or  anybodv  else ;  for  that  purpose  it 

shall  he  lawful  and  afiowable  for  me  to  cntsr  bis  house 

at  any  hoar  of  the  day  or  night ;  to  break  open  bars, 

bolts,  and  doors^  ehests  of  drawers,  and  strong  boxes, 

in  order  to  secure  the  peace  of  my  friend  John  Bull's 

family  sad  to  see  hb  will  duly  executed. 

n.  In  consideration  of  which  kind  neighbourly 
offiee  of  NiAolas  Frog,  in  that  he  has  been  pleased  to 
accept  of  the  aforesaid  trust,  I,  John  Bull,  having  duly 
conndeml  that  my  friend  Nicholas  Frog  at  tiiis  time 
l>v«s  m  a  marshy  toil  and  unwholesome  air,  infested 
with  fogt  and  damps  destructive  of  the  health  at  him- 
«e)r,  vife  and  children,  do  bind  and  oblige  me,  my 
hnn  and  assigns,  to  purchase  for  the  said  Nicholas 
Prog,  with  the  beet  and  readiest  of  my  cash,  bonds, 
onrtgages,  goods  and  chattels,  a  landed  estate,  with 
pwb,  gardens,  palaces,  riven,  fields,  and  outlets,  con- 
tiftingof  as  1a^  extent  as  the  said  Nicholas  Frog 
«ha]]  think  lit  And  whereas  the  said  Nicholas  Frog 
is  at  present  hemmed  in  too  dose  by  the  grounds  of 
I^wia  Baboon,  master  of  the  science  of  defence,  I,  the  said 
John  BnO,  do  oblige  myself,  with  the  readiest  of  my 
caA,  to  purchase  and  enclose  the  said  grounds  for  as 
mafty  fields  and  acres  as  the  said  Nicholas  shall  think 
fit,  to  the  intent  that  tiie  said  Nicholas  may  have  free 
c«NM  snd  legnss,  without  let  or  molestation,  suitable 
to  the  demands  of  himself  and  family. 

ni.  Furthermore,  the  said  John  Bull  obliges  him- 
idf  to  make  the  country  neighbours  of  Nicholas  Frog 
allot  a  certain  part  of  their  yearly  rents  to  pay  fbr 
the  lepain  of  the  aaid  landed  estate,  to  the  intent  that 
^t>  good  friend  Nioholas  Frog  may  b«  eased  of  all 

IV.  And  wbereoa  the  said  Nicholas  Frog  did  con- 
met  with  the  deceased  lord  Strutt  about  certain 
Ktmtie%  privileges,  and  immunities,  formerly  in  the 
pmesaion  of  the  said  John  Bull,  I,  the  said  John  Bull, 
do  frcdy  by  these  presents  renounce,  quit,  and  make 
OTCT  to  the  said  Nicholas  the  liberties,  privileges,  and 
immunities  contracted  for,  in  as  full  a  manner  as  if 
fbf7  never  had  belonged  to  me. 

V.  Hie  said  John  Bull  obliges  himself,  his  heirs 
and  ssRgns,  not  to  sell  one  rag  of  broad  or  coarse  cloth 
^  »J  goitlemon  within  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
•sid  NicholM,  except  in  such  quantities  and  such  rates 
« the  said  Nicholas  shall  think  fit. 


^S^an^S^        {,T^^ 


Nic.  Frog. 

[The  leading  of  this  paper  put  Mrs.  Bull  in  such  a 
paanen  that  Aa  frU  down  right  into  a  fit,  and  they 
were  forced  to  give  her  a  good  quantity  of  the  spirit 
of  hartshorn  before  she  recovered.] 
Dm  D.  Why  in  such  a  passion,  cousin  f  considering 

•  A  tr««ty  which  had  been  ooncloded  by  the  lord  Townahend 
tt  Ilk*  Haeoe  bdween  the  qneen  and  the  States  in  1709,  for 
venrittcthr  Proleeiant  nieoeMtoo,  and  for  settiiog  a  bsirier  for 
UoUaai  iMtiMl  Fi 


your  circumstances  at  that  time^  I  don*t  think  this  such 
an  unreasonable  contract  You  see  Frog,  for  all  this, 
is  religiously  true  to  his  bargain ;  he  scorns  to  hearken 
to  any  composition  without  your  privacy. 

Mtm.  B.  You  know  tiie  contrary.*  Read  that 
letter. 

[Reads  the  superscription.] 

Pbr  LtwU  Baboon,  Master  of  the  Nobie  S^^enee  of 

Defence, 

SiB« — ^I  understand  that  you  are  at  this  time  treating 
with  my  friend  John  Bull  about  restoring  the  lord 
Strutt's  custom,  and  besides,  allowing  him  certain 
privileges  of  parks  and  fish-ponds;  I  wonder  how  you, 
that  aft  a  man  that  knows  the  world,  can  talk  with 
that  simple  fellow.  He  has  been  my  bubble  these 
twenty  years,  and  to  my  certain  knowledge  understands 
no  more  of  his  own  affairs  than  a  child  in  swaddling- 
clothes.  I  know  he  has  got  a  sort  of  a  pragmatical 
silly  jade  of  a  wife,  that  nretends  to  take  him  out  of 
my  liands ;  but  you  and  she  bodi  will  find  yourselves 
mistaken ;  FU  find  thoee  that  shall  manage  her ;  and 
for  him,  he  dares  as  well  be  hanged  as  take  one  step 
in  his  affairs  without  my  consent.  If  you  will  give 
me  what  you  promised  him,  I  will  make  all  things 
easy,  and  stop  the  deeds  of  ejectment  against  lord 
Strutt}  if  you  will  not,  take  what  follows  :  I  shall 
have  a  good  action  against  you,  for  pretending  to  rob 
me  of  my  bubble.  Take  this  warning  from  your 
loving  friend,  Nio.  Fboo. 

I  am  told,  cousin  Diego,  you  are^one  of  those' that 
have  undertaken  to  manage  me^  and  that  you  have 
said  you  will  carry  a  green  bag  younelf  rather  than 
we  shall  make  an  end  of  our  lawsuit :  111  teach  them 
and  you  too  to  manage. 

Don  D.  For  Gods  sake,  madam,  why  so  choleric ? 
I  sav  this  letter  is  some  forgery ;  it  never  entered  into 
the  head  of  that  honest  man  Nio.  Frog  to  do  any  such 
thing. 

Mn,  B,  I  can't  abide  yon ;  you  have  been  railing 
these  twenty  years  at  esquire  South,  Frog,  and  Hocus, 
calling  them  rogues  and  uickpoekets,  and  now  they 
aie  turned  the  honestest  follows  in  the  world.  What 
is  tlM  meaning  of  all  thisf 

Don  D.  Pray  tell  me  how  you  came  to  employ  this 
sir  RogeuR  your  affairs,  and  not  to  think  of  your  old 
friend  Diego  f 

Mrs.  B.  So,  so,  there  it  t)inches.  To  tell  you  truth, 
I  have  employed  sir  Roger  in  several  weighbr  affairs, 
and  have  found  him  trusty  and  honest ;  ana  the  poor 
man  always  scorned  to  take  a  farthing  of  me.  I  have 
abundance!  that  profess  great  teal,  but  they  are  dam- 
nable greedy  of  me  pence.  My  husband  and  I  are 
now  in  such  circumstances  that  we  mtist  be  served 
upon  cheaper  terms  than  we  have  been. 

Don  D,  Well,  cousin,  I  find  I  can  do  no  good  with 
you ;  I  am  sorry  that  you  will  ruin  younelf  by  trust- 
ing this  sir  Roger. 

CHAPTER  XVI. 

How  theenBrdiaBsof  rihe  deoeand  Mn.  Batl'a  thtee  daOKhtera 
came  to  John,  wid  what  ad^ce  they  gave  him :  wherein  are 
briefly  treated  the  character!  of  the  thtee  daughters ;  alao 
John  Bull's  answer  to  the  three  guardlani.b 
I    TOLD   you   in  a  former  chapter,  that  Mrs.  Bull, 
before  she  departed  this  life,  had  blessed  John  with 
three  daughters.    I  need  not  here  repeat  their  names, 
ncilher  would  I  willingly  use  any  scandalous  reflec- 
tions upon  young  ladies,  whose  reputations  ought  to  be 
very   tenderly  bandied ;  but  the  characters  of  these 
were  so  well  known  in  the  neighbourhood,  that  it  is 

a  The  Datch  wwre  negotiakki«  with  Fnnce. 

k  The  debaiee  In  parliament  were  still  ronttnaed. 
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doing  them  no  injury  to  make  a  abort  description  of 
tbem. 

The  eldest  was  a  termagant,  imperious,  prodigal, 
lewd,  profligate  wench,  as  ever  breathed  [Folemia, 
War]  ;  she  used  to  rantipole  about  the  house,  pinch  the 
children,  kick  the  servants,  and  torture  the  cats  and  the 
dogs ;  she  would  rob  her  father's  strong-box  for  money 
to  give  the  young  fellows  that  she  was  fond  of;  she  had 
a  noble  air,  and  something  great  in  her  mien,  but  such 
a  noisome  infectious  breath,  as  threw  all  the  servants 
that  dressed  her  into  consumptions;  if  she  smelt  to  the 
freshest  nosegay,  it  would  shrivel  and  wither  as  it  had 
been  blighted ;  she  used  to  come  home  in  her  cupe 
and  break  the  china  and  the  looking-glasses ;  and  was 
of  such  an  irregular  temper,  and  so  entirely  given  up 
to  her  passion,  that  you  might  argue  as  well  with  the 
north  wind  as  with  her  ladyship ;  so  expensive  that 
the  income  of  three  dukedoms  was  not  enough  to 
supply  her  extravagance.  Hocus  loved  her  best, 
believing  her  to  be  his  own,  got  upon  the  body  of 
Mrs.  Bull. 

The  second  daughter,   [^DisoonUa^  Faction,]  bom  a 
year  after  her  sister,  was  a  peevish,  froward,  iU-condi- 
tioned  creature  as  ever  was ;  ugly  as  the  devil,  lean, 
haggard,  pale,  with  saucer  eyes,  a  sharp  nose,   and 
hunchbacked;    but    active,    sprightly,    and  diligent 
about  her  affairs.     Her  ill  complexion 'was  occasioned 
by  her  bad  diet,  which  was  coffee,  morning,  noon,  and 
night ;  she  never  rested  quietly  a-bed ;  but  used  to  dis- 
turb   the  whole  family  with  shrieking  out  in  her 
dreamS)  and  plague  them  next  day  with  interpreting 
them,  for  she  took^hem  all  for  gospel ;  she  would  cry 
out  murder,  and  disturb  the  whole  neighbourhood; 
and  when  John  came  running  do¥m  stairs,  to  inquire 
what  the  matter  was ;  nothing,  foisooth,  oidy  her  maid 
had  stuck  a  pin  wrong  in  her  gown :  she  turned  away 
one  servant  for  putting  too  much  oil  in  her  sallad,  and 
another  for  putting  too  little  salt  in  her  watergruel ; 
but  such,  as  by  flattery  had  procured  her  esteem,  she 
would  indulge  in  the  greatest  crime.     Her  father  had 
two  coachmen ;  when  one  was  on  the  coach-box,  if  the 
coach  swung  but  the  least  to  one  side,  she  used  to 
shriek  so  loud  that  all  the  street  concluded  she  was 
overturned  ;  but  though  the  other  was  eternally  drunk, 
and  had  overturned  the  whole  family,  she  was  very 
angry  with  her  father  for  turning  him  away.     Then 
she  used  to  carry  tales  and  stories  from  one  to  another, 
till  she  had  set  the  whole  neighbourhood  together  by 
the  ears ;  and  this  was  the  only  diversion  she  took  plea- 
sure in.     She  never  went  abroad  but  she  brought  home 
such  a  bundle  of  monstrous  lies  as  would  have  amazed 
any  mortal  but  such  as  knew  her ;  of  a  whale  that  had 
swalloweil  a  fleet  of  ships;  of  the  lions  being  let  out  of 
the  Tower  to  destroy  tbe  Protestant  religion ;  of  the 
pope*s  being  seen  in  a  brandy-shop  at  Wappiug ;  and 
of  a  prodigious  strong  man,  that  was  going  to  shove 
down  the  cupoU  of  St  Paul's ;  of  three  millions  of  five 
pound  pieces  that  esquire  South  had  found  under  an 
old  waii ;  of  blazing  stars,  flying  dragons,  and  abund- 
ance of  such  stuff.     All   the  servants  in  the  family 
made  high  court  to  her,  for  she  domineered  there,  and 
turned  out  and   in  whom  she  pleased;    only   there 
was  an  old  grudge  between  her  and  sir  Roger,  whom 
she  mortally  hated,  and  used  to  hire  fellows  to  squirt 
kennel  -  water    upon    him   as   he  passed   along  the 
streets ;   so  that  he  was  forced  constantly   to  wear  a 
surtout  of  oiled   cloth,   by    which  means  he  came 
home  pretty  clean,  except  where  the  surtout  was  a 
little  scanty. 

As  for  the  third,  [(/sun'a,  Usury,]  she  was  a  thief, 
and  a  common  mercenary  prostitute,  and  that  without 
any  solicitation  from  nature,  for  she  owned  that  she  had 
no  enjoyment.  She  liad  no  respect  of  persons;  a 
prince  or  a  porter  was  all  one^  according  as  they  paid  ; 


yea,  she  would  leave  the  finest  gentleman  in  die  world 
to  go  to  an  ugly  pocky  fellow  for  sixpence  nmn.  In 
the  practice  of  her  profession  she  had  amanedTastms- 
gasines  of  all  sorts  of  things;  she  had  above  flvf 
hundred  suits  of  fine  dotlies,  and  yet  went  abroad  like 
a  cinder-wench  :  she  robbed  and  starved  all  the  serraiitt, 
so  that  nobody  could  live  near  her. 

So  much  for  John  s  three  daughters,  which  you  will 
say  were  rarities  to  be  fond  of:  yet  nature  wilUbo* 
itself;  nobody  could  blame  their  relations  for  takiog 
care  of  them :  and  therefore  it  was  that  Hociu,  with 
two  other  of  the  guardians,  thought  it  their  duty  to 
take  caie  of  the  interest  of  the  three  girls,  and  gave 
John  their  best  advice  before  he  compounded  the 
lawsuit 

HocHt.  What  makes  you  so  shy  of  late,  mj  food 
friend  f    There  s  nobody  loves  yeu  better  than  I,  nor 
has  taken  more  pains  in  your  a^rs :  as  I  bope  to  be 
saved,  I  would  do  anything  to  serve  you ;  1  woold 
crawl  upon  all  four  to  serve  you ;  I  have  spent  mj 
health  and  paternal  estate  in  your  service.    I  aave  iif 
deed  a  small  pittance  left,  with  which  I  might  letin, 
and  with  as  good  a  conscience  as  any  man ;  Iwt  tbe 
thought  of  this  disgraceful  composition  so^oochei  me 
to  the  quick,  that  I  cannot  sleep ;  after  I  had  faroogfat 
the  cause  to  the  last  stroke^  that  one  verdict  more  hd 
quite  ruined  old  Lewis  and  lord  Strutt,  and  put  yoaiu 
me  quiet  possession  of  everything ;  then  to  compound! 
I  cannot  bear  it    This  cause  was  my  favourite,  I  bad 
set  my  heart  upon  it ;  it  is  like  an  only  child ;  I  cu- 
not  endure  it  shoidd  miscarry ;  for  God's  sake  consider 
only  to  what  a  dismal  condition  old  Lewis  is  brought 
He  is  at  an  end  of  all  his  cash;  his  attomeyi  h,n 
hardly  one  trick  left ;  they  are  at  an  end  of  all  tbeir 
chicane ;  besides,  he  has  botli  his  law  and  his  dail; 
bread  now  upon  trust   Hold  out  only  one  tcnn  loogtr, 
and  rU  warrant  you,  before  the  next,  we  shall  hn 
him  in  the  Fleet    111  bring  him  to  die  pilkiry;  hd 
ears  shall  pay  for  his  peijuries.    For  the  love  of  God 
don't  compound :  let  me  be  damned  if  you  have  » 
friend  in  the  world  that  loves  you  better  than  I :  there 
is  nobody  can  say  I  am  covetous,  or  that  1  have  any 
interest  to  pursue  but  yours. 

2nd  Guardian.  There  is  nothing  so  plain  sa  thai 
this  Lewis  has  a  design  to  ruin  all  his  neighbounn^ 
tradesmen ;  and  at  this  time  he  baa  such  a  prodigioM 
income  by  his  trade  of  all  kinds,  that  if  there  is  not 
some  stop  put  to  his  exorbitant  riches,  he  will  roooopo- 
lize  everything :  nobody  will  be  able  to  sdl  a  yard  of 
drapery  or  meroery-waxe  but  himself.  I  then  bold  it 
advisable,  that  you  continue  the  lawsuit  and  buot 
him  at  one.  My  concern  for  the  three  poor  IDotbc^ 
less  children  obliges  me  to  give  you  this  ad  rice:  for 
their  estates,  poor  girls!  depend  upon  the  succesiof 
this  cause. 

dni  Gifaficitafi.  I  own  this  writ  of  ejectment  has  o(st 
dear ;  but  then  consider  it  is  a  jewel  well  worth  tbe 
purchasing  at  the  price  of  all  you  have.  No»c  but 
Mr.  Bull's  declared  enemies  can  say  he  has  any  othrr 
security  for  his  clothing  trade  but  the  ejectment  «>f 
lord  Strutt  The  only  question  then  thatremsiu*^ 
be  decided  is,  who  shall  stand  the  expenses  of  ^ 
suit  ?  To  which  the  answer  is  as  plain ;  who  but  k 
that  is  to  have  the  advantage  of  tbe  sentence!  ^'bfi> 
esquire  South  has  got  possession  of  his  title  and  bonoot. 
is  not  John  Bull  to  be  his  clothier  f  Who,  then,  but 
John  ought  to  put  him  in  possession!  Adi  but  any 
indifferent  gentleman  who  ought  to  bear  hischaig^ 
at  law  f  and  he  will  readily  answer,  his  tradenoen.  1 
do  therefore  affirm,  and  I  wiU  go  to  death  with  it,  that. 
being  his  clothier,  you  ought  to  put  him  in  quiet  pc^ 
session  of  his  estate,  and,  with  the  same  generous  spiiit 
you  have  begun  it,  complete  the  good  work.  If  T^ 
persist  in  the  bad  measures  you  ore  now  in,  what  ravA 
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hteme  of  tbe  tbree  poor  orphantf  My  hetrt  bleeds  for 
die  poor  girl*. 

Mm  B,  You  are  all  ^ery  eloquent  persont;  but 
giTc  me  leave  to  tell  you,  you  express  a  great  deal 
nMHf  coneem  for  the  three  girls  than  for  me ;  I  think 
mT  interest  ought  to  be  considered  in  the  first  place. 
A<  for  joo.  Hocus,  I  can*t  but  say  you  have  managed 
ny  lawiait  with   great  address,  and  much   to  my 
boDour ;  and,  though  I  say  it,  you  bare  been  paid  well 
for  it  Why  must  the  burden  be  taken  off  Frog's  back, 
sod  laid  upon  my  shoulders!    He  can  drive  ^ut  his 
ovn  parks  and  fields  in  his  gilt  chariot,  when  I  have 
been  forced  to  mortgage  my  estate ;  his  note  will  go 
futtiier  than  my  bond.     Is  it  not  matter  of  fact  that, 
from  tbe  richest  tradesman  in  all  the  country,  I  am 
reduced  to  beg  and  borrow  from  scriveners  and  usurers, 
that  mck  the  heart,  blood,  and  guts  out  of  met  and 
what  is  all  diis  for  ?    Did  you  like  Frog's  countenance 
better  tbsn  mine  ?    Was  not  I  your  old  friend  and  re- 
latioot   Have  I  not  presented  you  nobly  9    Have  I 
not  clad  your  whole  family  ?     Have  you  not  had  a 
hundred  yards  at  a  time  of  the  finest  cloth  in  my 
shop  t    Why  must  the  rest  of  the  tradesmen  be  not 
otily  iDdeianifled  from  charges,  but  forbid  to  go  on 
vith  their  own  business,  and  what  is  more  their  con- 
cern than  mine  f  As  to  holding  out  this  term,  I  appeal 
to  your  own  conscience,  has  not  that  been  your  constant 
diicoune  these  six  years,  *'  one  term  more,  and  old 
hn'a  goes  to  pott"     If  thou  art  so  fond  of  my  cause, 
be  generous  for  ooce,  and  lend  me  a  brace  of  thou- 
aods.    Ah,  Hocus !  Hocus !  I  know  thee ;  not  a  sous 
to  ute  me  from  gaol,  I  trow.     Look  ye,  gentlemen,  I 
hare  lived  with  credit  in  the  world,  and  it  grieves  my 
heart  never  to  stir  out  of  my  doors  but  to  be  pulled  by 
the  ileeve  by  some  rascally  dun  or  other :  "  Sir,  re- 
member my  bill :  there's  a  small  concern  of  a  thousand 
pounds,  I  hope  you  think  on't,  sir.'*  And  to  have  these 
umren  tzaosact  my  debts   at  coffeehouses,  and  ale- 
houses, as  if  I  were  going  to  break  up  shop.    Lord ! 
that  ever  the  rich,  the  generous  John  Bull,  clothier,  the 
tnry  of  all  his  neighbours,  should  be  brought  to  com- 
I^mnd  his  debts  for  five  shillings  in  the  pound :  and 
to  have  his  name  in  an  advertisement  for  a  statute  of 
bankrupt.    The  thought  of  it  makes  me  mad.     I  have 
Kid  somewhere  in  the  Apocrypha,  that  one  should 
I'  iiot  consult  with  a  woman  touching  her  of  whom  she 
isjttdDus;  nor  with  a  merchant,  concerning  exchange; 
t^ift  vith  a  buyer,  of  selling ;  nor  with  an  unmerciful 
inao,  of  kindnesa,    &c.    I  could  have  added  one  thing 
more,  "  nor  with  an  attorney,  about  compounding  a 
lawiQit.**    The  ejectment  of  lord  Strutt  win  never  do. 
The  evidence  is  crimp ;  the  witnesses  swear  backward 
*od  forward,   and  contradict    themselves;    and  his 
traanti  stick  by  him.     One  tells  me  that  I  must  carry 
«>  my  suit  because  Lewis  is  poor;  another,  because 
he  is  still  too  rich :  whom  shall  I  believe  f    I  am  sure 
of  one  thing,  that  a  penny   in  the  purse  is  the  best 
friend  John  can  have  at  last ;  and  who  can  say  that 
this  will  be  the  last  suit  I  shall  be  engaged  in  t  Besides, 
if  this  eijectment  were  practicable,  is  it  reasonable,  that 
vhen  esquire  South  is  losing  his  money  to  sharners  and 
pickpockets,  going  about  the  country  with  fiddlers  and 
imflbons,  and  aquandering  his  income  with  hawks  and 
|logs,  I  diould  lay  out  the  fruits  of  my  honest  industry 
in  a  lawsuit  for  him  onlv  upon  the  hopes  of  behig  his 
t'lothier  T    And  when  the  cause  is  over,  I  shall  not 
have  the  benefit  of  my  project  for  want  of  money  to  go 
to  market     Look  ye,  gentlemen,  John  Bull  is  but  a 
plain  man ;  but  John  Bull  knows  when  he  is  ill  used. 
I  know  the  infirmity  of  our  family ;  we  are  apt  id  play 
^  boon  companion,  and  throw  away  our  money  in  our 
<^*ips ;  but  it  was  an  unfair  thing  m  you,  gentlemen, 
to  take  advantage  of  my  weakness,  to  Keep  a  parcel  of 
roaring  bullies  about  me  day  and  night,  witn  huzsas 


and  hunting-noms,  and  ringing  the  changes  on 
butchers*  cleavers,  never  let  me  cool,  and  make  me  set 
my  hand  to  pajjers  when  1  could  hardly  hold  my  pen. 
There  will  come  a  day  of  reckoning  for  all  that  pro- 
ceeding. In  the  mean  time,  gentlemen,  I  beg  you 
will  let  me  into  my  affairs  a  little,  and  that  you  would 
not  grudge  me  the  small  remainder  of  a  very  great 
estate. 

CHAPTER  XVII. 


Esquire  South'*  menage  and  letter  to  Mxa.  Bull. 
The  arguments  used  by  Hocus  and  the  rest  of  the 
guardians  had  hitherto  proved  insufilcient :  a  John  and 
his  wife  could  not  be  persuaded  to  bear  the  expense  of 
esquire  South's  lawsuit.  They  thought  it  reasonable, 
that  since  he  was  to  have  the  honour  and  advantage, 
he  should  bear  the  greatest  share  of  the  charges ;  and 
retrench  what  he  lost  to  sharpers,  and  spent  upon  coun- 
try dances  and  puppet-plays,  to  apply  it  to  that  use. 
This  was  not  very  gratefrd  to  the  esquire :  therefore, 
as  the  last  Experiment,  he  resolved  to  send  signior  Be- 
nenato,^  master  of  his  fox-hounds,  to  Mrs.  Bull,  to  try 
what  good  he  could  do  with  her.  This  signior  Bene- 
nato  had  all  the  qualities  of  a  fine  gentleman  that 
were  fit  to  charm  a  lady's  heart ;  and  if  any  person  in 
the  world  could  have  persuaded  her,  it  was  he.  But 
such  was  her  unshaken  fidelity  to  her  husband,  and 
the  constant  purpose  of  her  mind  to  pursue  his  interest^ 
that  the  most  refined  arts  of  gallantry  that  were 
practised  could  not  seduce  her  heart.  The  necklaces, 
diamond  crosses,  and  rich  bracelets  that  were  offered, 
she  rejected  with  the  utmost  scorn  and  disdain.  The 
music  and  serenades  that  were  given  her,  sounded  more 
ungrateful  in  her  ears  than  the  noise  of  a  screech-owl ; 
however,  she  recieved  esquire  South  *s  letter  by  the 
hands  of  signior  Benenato  with  that  respect  which 
became  his  quality.  The  copy  of  the  letter  is  as 
follows^  in  which  you  will  observe  he  changes  a  little 
his  usual  style  :— 

Madam, — The  writ  of  ejectment  against  Philip  Ba- 
boon (pretended  lord  Strutt)  is  just  ready  to  pass; 
tbere  want  but  a  few  necessary  forms,  and  a  verdict  or 
two  more,  to  put  me  in  quiet  possession  of  my  honour 
and  estate,  i  question  not  but  that,  according  to  your 
wonted  generosity  and  goodness,  you  wiU  give  it  the 
finishing  stroke — an  honour  that  I  would  grudge  any- 
body but  yourself.  In  order  to  ease  you  of  some  part 
of  the  charges,  I  promise  to  furnish  pen,  ink,  and 
paper,  provided  you  pay  for  the  stamps.  Besides,  I 
have  ordered  my  stewards  to  pay,  out  of  the  readiest 
and  best  of  my  rents,  5/.  10s.  a-year,  till  my  suit  is 
finished.  I  wish  you  health  and  happiness,  being, 
with  due  respect,  madam,  your  assured  friend.  South. 

What  answer  Mrs.  Bull  returned  to  his  letter  you 
shall  know  in  my  aecond  part,  only  they  were  at  a 
pret^  good  distance  in  theu*  proposaJs ;  for  as  esquire 
South  oidy  offered  to  be  at  the  charges  of  pen,  ink,  and 
paper,  Mrs.  Bull  refused  any  more  than  to  lend  her 
Darge,e  to  carry  his  counsel  to  Westminster-hall. 


THE    SECOND    PART. 
PUBLISHER'S  PREFACE 
Thb  world  is  much  indebted  to  the  famous  sir  Hum- 
phry Polesworth  for  his  ingenious  and  impartial  account 
of  John  Bull's  lawsuii ;    yet  there  is  just  cause  of  com- 
plaint against  him,  in  that  be  relates  it  only  by  parcels, 

A  But  as  all  attempts  of  the  party  to  preclude  the  treaty  were 
ioeflTectnal,  and  oomplalnts  were  maoe  of  the  tlefldeneiee  of 
the  bouse  of  Attstria.  the  archduke  eeiit  a  asessaae  and  letter. 

b  By  prlnoe  Eugene,  uiging  the  ooottnuanee  of  the  war,  asd 
ofTering  to  bear  a  proportion  of  the  expeoae. 

*  ThU  proportiou  wa«  however  thought  to  be  io  inconstder- 
able  that  the  letter  produoed  no  other  effect  than  the  oonvoy  ftf 
the  foroea  by  the  English  fleet  to  Baraalooa. 
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and  won't  give  ub  the  whole  work :  thie  forces  me,  who 
am  only  the  publieher,  to  bespeak  the  assistance  of  his 
friends  and  acquaintance  to  engage  him  to  lay  aside 
that  stingy  humour  and  gratify  the  curiosity  of  the 
public  at  once.  He  pleads,  in  excuse,  that  they  are 
only  private  memoirs,  written  for  his  own  use,  in  a 
loose  style,  to  serve  as  a  help  to  his  ordinaiy  conversa- 
tion. I  represented  to  him  the  good  reception  the  first 
part  had  met  with ;  that,  though  calculated  only  for  the 
meridian  of  Grub-ttree^  it  was  yet  taken  notice  of  by 
the  better  sort ;  thai  the  world  was  now  sufficiently  ac- 
quainted with  John  Bull,  and  interested  itself  in  his 
concerns.  He  answered,  with  a  smile,  that  he  had  in- 
deed some  trifling  things  to  impart,  that  concerned 
John  Bull's  relations  and  domestic  affairs;  if  these 
would  satisfy  me,  he  gave  me  free  leave  to  make  use 
of  them,  because  they  would  serve  to  make  the  history 
of  the  lawsuit  more  intelligible.  When  I  bad  looked 
over  the  manuscript,  I  found  likewise  some  further 
account  of  the  composition,  which  perhaps  may  not  be 
unacceptable  to  such  as  have^iead  the  former  part. 

CHAPTER  h 

Tht  Cliaract«r  of  John  Boll's  Mother. 

John  had  a  mother  [the  Qiurch  of  England]  whimi 
he  loved  and  honouied  extrenndy,  a  discreet,  grave, 
sober,  good-conditioned,  deanly  old  gentlewoman  as 
ever  lived ;  she  was  none  of  your  cross-grained,  terma- 
gant, scolding  jades,  that  one  had  as  good  be  himged  as 
live  in  the  house  with,  euch  as  are  always  censuring 
the  conduct,  and  telling  scandalous  stories  of  their 
neigfaboars,  extolling  their  own  good  qualities,  and 
undervaluing  those  of  others.  On  the  contrary,  she 
was  of  a  meek  spirit,  and  as  she  was  stricdy  virtuous 
herself,  so  she  always  put  the  best  construction  upon 
the  words  and  actions  <ir  her  neighbour^  except  where 
they  were  iireconcileable  to  the  rales  of  honesty  luid 
decency.  She  waa  neither  one  of  your  precise  prudes, 
nor  one  of  your  iantastical  old  belles,  that  dzess  them- 
selves like  girls  of  fifteen ;  as  she  neither  wws  a  ruff, 
fordiead'>cloth,  nor  high-crowned  hat,  so  she  had  laid  aside 
feathers,  flowers,  and  crimped  ribbons,  in  her  bead-dress, 
fiirbelow-scarfs,  and  hoop  petticoats.  She  scorned  to 
patch  and  paint,  yet  she  loved  to  keep  her  hands  and 
her  face  d^.  Though  she  wose  no  flaunting  laced 
ruffles^  she  would  not  keep  herself  in  a  constant  sweat 
with  greasy  flannel ;  though  her  hair  was  not  stuck  with 
jewels,  she  was  not  ashamed  of  a  diamond  cross ;  she 
was  not,  like  some  ladies,  hung  about  with  toys  and 
tridLcts,  tweexer-cases,  pocket-glasses^  and  essence- 
bottles  ;  she  used  only  a  gold  watch  and  an  almanac, 
to  mark  the  hours  and  the  holidays. 

Her  furniture  was  neat  and  genteel,  well  fancied, 
with  a  ban  gouti.  As  she  affected  not  me  grandeur  of 
a  state  with  a  canopy,  she  thought  there  was  no  offence 
in  an  elbow-chair ;  she  had  laid  aside  your  carving, 
gilding,  and  japan-work,  as  being  too  apt  to  gather  dirt ; 
but  Ae  never  could  be  prevailed  upon  to  part  with 
plain  wainscot  and  clean  hangings.  There  are  some 
ladies  that  affect  to  smell  a  stiiJt  in  everything ;  they 
are  always  highly  perfumed,  and  continually  burning 
frankincense  in  their  zooms ;  she  was  above  such  affec- 
tation, yet  she  never  would  lay  aside  the  use  of  brooms 
and  scrubbing-bfushes,  and  scrupled  not  to  lay  her 
linen  in  frcah  lavender. 

She  was  no  less  genteel  in  her  behaviour,  well-bred, 
without  affectation^  in  the  due  mean  between  one  of  your 
affected  curt'sying  nieces  of  fonroaiity,  and  your  romps 
that  hare  no  reoara  to  the  common  rales  of  civility. 
There  are  some  ladies  that  affect  a  mighty  regard  for 
their  relations :  We  must  not  eat  to-day,  for  my  uncle 
Tom,  or  my  cousin  Betty,  died  this  time  ten  yean : 
Let*s  have  »  ball  to-ni^^  it  is  my  neighbour  such-a- 


one*s  birth-day.  ^She  looked  upon  all^this  as  grHnsct ; 
yet  she  constantly  observed  her  husband's  Inrtii-dsy, 
her  wedding-day,  and  some  few  more. 

Though  uie  was  a  truly  good  woman,  and  had  t 
sincere  mo^ierly  love  for  her  son  John,  yet  there  wsntid 
not  those  who  endeavoured  to  create  a  misundcntuHliBg 
between  than ;  and  (hey  had  so  far  prevailed  with  him 
once,  that  he  turned  her  out  of  doois^  to  his  great  sv* 
row,  as  he  found  afterwards,  for  his  affairs  weot  on  at 
sixes  and  sevens. 

She  was  no  less  judicious  in  the  turn  of  her  oonrer* 
sation  and  choice  of  her  studies  in  which  she  far  «• 
ceeded  all  her  sex :  your  takes  that  hate  the  eompasj 
of  all  sober,  grave  gentlewomen,  would  bear  ben;  a&d 
she  would,  by  her  handsome  manner  of  proceeding, 
sooner  reclaim  them  than  some  that  were  noie  loar 
and  reserved ;  she  was  a  xealous  preacher  up  of  cioir 
tity,  and  conjugal  fidelity  in  wives,  and  by  no  m(a» 
a  friend  to  the  new-fangled  doctrine  of  the  indiapenaUe 
duty  of  cuckoldom;  tihough  she  advanced  her  opiniov 
with  a  becoming  aesurauce,  yet  she  never  udiered  tb«n 
in,  as  some  positive  creatures  will  do,  with  dogmatial 
assertions,  This  ii  infallible;  I  cannot  be  mistaken ;  n»e 
but  a  rogue  can  deny  it  It  has  been  ofaserved,  tiat 
such  people  are  oltener  in  the  wrong  than  anybod j. 

Though  she  had  a  thousand  good  qualiti«,  dw  vu 
not  without  her  &ults ;  among  which  one  might  pa- 
haps  reckon  too  great  lenity  to  her  servanti,  to  vhon 
she  always  gave  good  counsel,  but  oHen  too  gentle 
comection.  I  thought  I  could  not  say  leia  of  Job 
Bull's  mother,  because  she  bears  a  port  in  the  foUoving 
transactions. 

CHAPTER  IL 

The  Character  of  loha  3uU's  Sister  Vtg,  [the  Ka^ioii  bimI  Sootdi 
Chaicb  J  with  the  Qiuirrels  that  happened  betiraen  Muier 
and  MisB  in  their  childhood. 

John  had'  a  rister,  a  poor  girl  that  had  been  itarred 
at  nurse;  anybody  would  have  guessed  misitohave 
been  bred  up  under  the  influence  of  a  crael  step-dame, 
and  John  to  be  the  fondling  of  a  tender  mother.  Joim 
looked  ruddy  and  plump,  with  a  pair  of  cbeeb  like  * 
trampeter ;  miss  looked  pale  and  wan,  as  if  ^  had 
the  gieen-sickness ;  and  no  wonder,  for  John  wai  tlw 
darling,  he  had  all  the  good  bits,  was  crammed  vitb 
good  puBet,  chicken,  pig,  goose,  and  capon ;  while  mia 
had  only  a  little  oatmeal  and  water,  or  a  dry  cnut 
without  butter.  John  had  his  golden  pippins,  peachfi, 
and  nectarines;  poor  miss,  a  cnb«apple^  sloe,  or  black- 
berry. Masta  lav  in  the  best  apartment,  wi&  ^ 
bedchamber  toward  the  south  sun.  Miss  lodged  io  a 
garret,  exposed  to  the  north  wind,  which  shrivelled  faff 
countenance;  however,  this  usage,  tboi:^  it  stunted 
the  girl  in  her  growth,  gave  her  a  hardy  coDstitutia>: 
she  nad  life  and  spirit  in  abundance^  and  kneir  wbea 
she  was  ill  used :  now  and  then  she  would  seize  upoo 
John's  commons,  snatch  a  leg  of  a  pnlle^  or  a  bit  (n 
good  beef,  for  which  Uiey  were  sure  to  go  to  fiaty-cufi- 
Master  waa  indeed  too  strong  for  her ;  hut  mifs  would 
not  yield  in  the  least  pointy  but  even  when  master  bad 
got  her  down,  she  would  scratch  and  bite  like  a  ti^; 
when  he  gave  her  a  cuff  on  the  ear,  she  would  (ria 
him  with  her  knitting-needle.  John  brought  a  gr^ 
chain  one  day  to  tie  her  to  the  bed-post,  forwbicb 
aflront  miss  aimed  a  penknife  at  his  heart.*  In  *boit 
these  quarrels  grew  up  to  rooted  aversions;  they  gave 
one  another  nicknames;  she  called  him  Gondyguti. 
and  he  called  her  Lousy  Peg;  though  the  girl  va< ' 
tight  clever  wench  as  any  was,  and  through  her  ^ 
looks  you  might  discern  spirit  and  vivacity,  vbieb 
made  her  not,  indeed,  a  pedect  beauty,  but  sometbiof 
that  was  agreeable.  It  was  barbarous  in  parents  not 
to  take  notice  of  these  early  quarrels^  and  make  tbro 
•  Henry  VIII.,  to  unite  the  two  kiagdoma.ander  one  »««- 
reign,  oflwed  his  daughter  Mary  to  James  V.  of  SeoUaad. 
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lift  bflttcr  togetbcr,  toch  domeitic  feuds  proying  after- 
wild  the  occaiiflD  i^  misfortunes  to  them  bodi.  Peg 
had,  indeed,  foroe  odd  humours,  and  comical  anti- 
ptthio,  for  which  John  would  ieer  her.  **  What  think 
you  of  my  liiter  Peg,''  says  he,  «  Aat  faints  at  the 
loaod  of  so  organ,  snd  yet  will  dance  and  frisk  at  the 
noiieof  a  bagpiper—'' What  s  that  to  you,  Qundy- 
guts?** quoth  Peg;  ''erery  one's  to  choose  their  own 
muse.*'  Then  Peg  had  taken  a  fhncy  not  to  say 
ber  Pff/er  ma/cr,  which  made  people  imagine  strange 
thing!  of  ber.  Of  the  three  bro6ieri,  dtat  have 
ouuie  meb  a  clatter  in  the  world,  lord  Peter,  Martin, 
ud  JicIe,  Jack  had  of  late  been  her  inclinations, 
[PrnlTtery,]  lord  Peter  she  detested ;  nor  did  Martin 
itaod  much  better  in  her  good  graces ;  but  Jack  had 
fottod  the  way  to  her  heart.  I  hare  often  admired 
whit  charms  ibe  discoTered  in  that  awkward  booby,  till 
I  tdked  with  a  person  that  was  acquainted  with  the 
intiigue,  who  gave  me  the  following  account  of  it 


CHAPTER  lU. 

iaek'i  {%uwa,  or  lh«  iMihod  by  wbieh  he  guloed  FSg's  Heut.* 
Ik  the  6rtt  place,  Jack  was  a  very  young  ftllow,  by 
moch  the  youngest  of  the  three  brothers,  and  people, 
iodflfd,  wondered  how  such  a  young  upstart  jackanapes 
•hodd  grow  so  pert  and  saucy,  and  take  so  much  upm 
him. 

Jack  bragged  of  greater  abilities  than  other  men ;  he 
waa  veil  gif&d  as  hs  pretended ;  I  need  not  tell  you 
what  Mcret  influence  mat  has  upon  the  ladies. 

lack  had  a  most  scandalous  tongue,  and  persuaded 
Peg  that  all  mankind,  beside  himself,  were  puzed  by 
that  tearlct-fheed  whore  signiora  Bnbonia.  b  «<  As  for 
hii  farodier,  lord  Peter,  the  tokens  were  evident  on  him, 
Uotehei,  scabs,  and  the  corona;  his  brother  Martin, 
thoQgh  he  was  not  nuite  so  bad,  had  some  nocturnal 
psiai,  wUeh  his  ihends  pretended  were  only  soorbuti- 
al;  but  he  was  sure  it  proceeded  fttNn  a  worse  cause." 
Br  ioch  malidoas  insmuations,  he  had  possesaed  the 
l<dy  dtat  he  was  the  only  man  in  the  world  of  a  sound, 
pvc,  and  ontaiiited  constitution ;  though  there  were 
vne  that  stuck  not  to  say,  that  signiora  Bubonia  and 
Jack  failed  at  one  another,  only  the  better  to  hide  an  in- 
tngoe;  snd  that  Ja«k  had  been  found  withsigniova  under 
hii  cloak,  carrying  her  home  in  a  dark  stormy  night. 

Isck  wss  a  prodigious  ogler ;  he  would  ogle  you  the 
OQtride  of  his  eye  inward,  and  the  white  upward. 

Jack  gave  himself  out  for  a  man  of  great  estate  in 
the  Fortunate  laLands;  of  which  the  sole  property  was 
^^^A  in  his  pecson :  by  this  trick  he  cheated  abun- 
dnee  of  poor  people  of  small  sums,  pretending  to  make 
otcr  plantalioQS  in  the  said  ialaads ;  but  when  the  poor 
*»UMS  oaoM  there  widi  Jack's  grant,  they  were  beat, 
(Doeked,  and  tamed  out  of  doon. 

I  told  you  that  Peg  was  whimsical,  and  lored  any> 
thing  that  was  particular :  in  that  way.  Jack  was  her 
^•&)  for  he  neitfaer  thought,  spoke,  dreased,  nor  acted 
^  ether  mortals :  he  was  for  your  bold  strokes;  he 
niied  at  fon^  tboogh  he  was  himself  the  moet  afliicted 
n|^wer)a;  inststtd  of  the  common  foshion,  he  would 
vint  faia  misbess  in  a  mouraing  cloak,  band,  riiort  cuflb, 
fod  a  peaked  beard.  He  invented  a  wav  of  coming 
hktoaraom  bacdcward,  which,  he  said,  snowed  more 
^Mmulity,  sbmI  laai  affectation :  where  other  peopiestood, 
^at;wheiw  tiMysat,hefltood;  when  he  went  to  court, 
he  wad  to  kick  away  the  state,  and  sit  down  by  his 
P^we  ohe^'br-jole:  confound  these  states,  says  [he, 
^aiv  a  oiodemiaivention:  when  he  epoke  to  his 
^inoe,  he  always  tamed  his  br— «h  upon  him :  if  he 
«M  advised  to  fost  for  his  health,  he  would  eat  roast 
^^t  if  he  waa  allowed  a  more  plentiful  diety  then  he 

•  Chancier  of  the  Presbyteriana. 
^  The  wbore  of  Babyloa,  or  the  pope 


would  be  sure  that  day  to  live  upon  water^gruel ;  he 
would  cry  at  a  wedding,  laugh  and  make  jests  at  a 
funeraL 

He  was  no  less  singular  in  his  opinions ;  you  would 
have  burst  your  sides  to  hear  him  talk  of  politioa :  ^  AU 
government,"  sa^  he,  *<  is  founded  upon  the  right  dis- 
tribution of  puuishmenu ;  decent  ezecutians  keep  the 
world  in  awe ;  for  that  reason  the  majority  of  mankind 
ought  to  be  huged  every  year.  For  example,  I  suppose^ 
the  magistrates  ought  to  pass  an  irretrievable  sentence 
upon^l  blue^yed  chil<uen  ^m  the  cradle  [Absolute 
predestination] ;  but  that  there  may  be  some  show  of 
justice  in  this  proceeding^  ^ese  children  ought  to  be 
tadned  up  bv  masters  appointed  for  that  purpose,  to  all 
sorts  of  villainy  [Reprobation]  ;  that  they  may  deaerve 
djeir  fote,  and  the  execution  A  them  may  serve  as  an 
object  (^  tenor  to  the  rest  of  mankind."  As  to  the  giving 
of  pardons,  be  had  this  singular  method,  that  when 
these  wret(^  had  the  rope  s&out  dieir  necks,  it  should 
be  inquired,  who  believed  they  ahould  be  hanged,  and 
whonotf*  the  first  were  to  be  pardoned,  the  lait  hanged 
outrighL  Such  as  were  once  pardoned,  were  never  to 
be  hanged  afterward  for  any  crime  whatM)ever  [  Elec- 
tion!. He  had  such  skill  in  physiognoiny,  that  he 
would  pronounce  peremptorily  upon  a  man's  foce,  That 
follow,  says  he,  do  what  be  will,  canH  avoid  hanging ; 
be  has  a  hanging  look.  By  the  aame  art  he  would  pvog^ 
nosticate  a  principality  to  a  scoundrel. 

He  was  no  less  particular  in  the  choice  of  bis  studies ; 
they  were  genoally  bent  toward  exploded  chimeras, 
the  jMrjmimm  wubUt^  the  circular  snot,  philosopher  s 
stone,  nlent  gunpowder,  making  chains  for  fleas,  nets  for 
flies,  and  instruments  to  unravel  cobwebs,  and  split 
haiis.^ 

Thus,  I  think,  I  have  given  a  distinct  account  of  the 
methods  he  practised  upon  Peg*  Her  brother  would 
now  and  then  ask  her,  "  What  a  devil  do'st  thou  see  in 
that  pragmatical  coxcomb  to  make  thee  so  in  love  with 
him  f  he  is  a  fit  match  for  a  tailor  or  a  shoemaker's 
dau^ter,  but  not  for  you,  that  are  a  gentlewoman.'' — 
«  Fancy  is  frec^''  quoth  Peg :  ''  111  take  my  own  way, 
do  you  take  yours.  I  do  not  care  for  your  flaunting 
beaus,  that  gang  with  their  breasts  open  and  their  sarks 
over  their  waistcoats ;  that  accost  me  with  setspeeches 
out  of  Sidney's  Airadia,  or  the  Academy  of  dompli- 
ments.  Jack  is  a  sober,  gmve,  young  man :  though  he 
has  none  of  your  studied  harangues,  his  meaning  is 
sincere :  *he  has  a  grsat  regard  to  his  fother's  will ;  and 
he  that  shows  hiuielf  a  good  son,  will  make  a  good 
husband ;  besides,  I  know  he  has  the  original  deed  of 
conveyance  to  the  Fortunate  Islands ;  the  others  are 
counterfoits.*'  There  is  nothing  so  obstinate  as  a 
young  lady  in  her  amours ;  the  nuire  you  cross  her,  the 
woKKsheis. 

CHAPTER  IV. 

How  the  nlatiaoa  raeoneUsi  John  and  Us  abler  Pag,  and 
wbal  retam  Peg  ante  to  Xobn'a  mttrnt^fi 

JoHM  Boll,  otherwise  a  good«fiatured  nan,  was  very 

hard-hearted  to  his  sister  Peg,  chiefly  from  an  aversion 

he  had  conceived  in  his  infonoy.   While  he  flotirished, 

kept  a  warm  house,  and  drove  a  plentiful  trade,  poor 

Peg  was  forced  to  go  hawking  and  peddling  about  iSb/o 

streets,  sdling  knives,  scissara,  and  shoe-biackles :  now 

and  then  earned  a  basket  of  fish  to  the  market ;  eewed, 

spun,  and  knit  for  a  livelihood,  till  hei^finger*ende  wcee 

sore ;  and  when  she  could  not  get  bnadfor  her  fomily, 

she  was  forced  to  hire  them  out  at  joumey-vcik  to  her 

neighbouB.    Yet  in  these  her  poor  cironmataneea  she 

still  peserved  the  atr  and  mien  of  a  gentlewoman,  a 

eertam  decent  pride,  that  extorted  respect  froaa  the 

■  Saving  tkiih  \  a  belief  that  one  iball  certainly  be  aavad. 

^  The  learaing  of  the  Preebyteriana. 

e  Tbe  treaty  of  Unioa  between  England  and  Scotland. 
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baugfatiest  of  her  neiglibours ;  when  she  came  into  any 
full  assembly  she  would  not  yield  the  pat  to  the  best  of 
them.     If  one  asked  her,  are  you  not  related  to  John 
Bull  ?    "  Yes,"  says  she,  "  be  has  the  honour  to  be  my 
brother/*    So  Peg's  affairs  went,  tiU  all  the  relations 
cried  out  shame  upon  John  for  his  barbarous  usage  of 
his  own  flesh  and  blood ;  that  it  was  an  easy  matter  for 
him  to  put  her  in  a  creditable  way  of  living,  not  only 
without  hurt,  but  with  advantage  to  himseU^  being  she 
was  an  industrious  person,  and  might  be  serviceable  to 
him  in  his  way  of  business.     **  Hang  her,  jade,'*  quoth 
John,  "  I  can't  endure  hex,  as  long  as  she  keeps  that 
rascal  Jack's  company.*'    They  told  him,  the  way  to 
reclaim  her  was  to  take  her  into  his  house ;  that  by  con- 
versation the  childish  humours  of  their  younger  days 
might  be  worn  out.  These  arguments  were  enforced  by 
a  certain  incident.     It  happened  diat  John  was  at  that 
time  about  making  his  will  and  entailing  his  estate, 
the  very  same  in  which  Nic.  Frog  is  named  executor. 
Now,  his  sister  Peg's  name  being  in  the  entail,  he  could 
not  make  a  thorough  settlement  witiiout  her  consent. 
There  was,  indeed,  a  malicious  story  went  about,  as  if 
John's  last  wife  had  fallen  in  love  with  Jack,  as  he  was 
eating  custard  on  horseback  :*  that  she  persuaded  John 
to  take  his  sister  into  the  house,  the  better  to  drive  on 
the  intrigue  with  Jack,  concluding  he  would  follow  his 
mistress  Peg.     All  I  can  infer  from  this  story  is,  that 
when  one  has  got  a  bad  character  in  the  world,  people 
will  report  and  believe  anything  of  one,  true  or  false. 
But  to  return  to  my  story  :   when  Peg  received  John's 
meskige,  she  huffed  and  stormed  like  the  devil  :^  "  My 
brother  John,"  quoth  she,  *'  is  grown  wondrous  kind- 
hearted  all  of  a  sudden,  but  I  meikle  doubt  whether  it 
be  not  mair  for  their  own  conveniency  than  for  my  good*; 
he  draws  up  his  writs  and  his  deeds,  forsooth,  and  I 
must  set  my  hand  to  them,  unsight,  unseen.    I  like  the 
young  man    [George  I.]   he  has  settled  upon  well 
enough,  but  I  think  I  ought  to  have  a  valuable  con- 
sideration for  my  consent  He  wants  my  poor  little  farm, 
because  it  makes  a  nook  in  his  park-wsul ;  ye  may  e'en 
tell  him,  he  has  mair  than  he  makes  good  use  of ;  he 
gangs  up  and  down  drinking,  roaring,  and  quarrelling 
dirough  all  the  country  markets,  making  foolish  bar- 
gains in  his  cups,  which  he  repents  when  he  is  sober ; 
like  a  thriftless  wretch,  spendrag  the  goods  and  gear 
that  his  foreftithers  won  with  the  sweat  of  their  brows ; 
light  come,  light  go,  he  care's  not  a  farthing.  But  why 
should  I  stand  surety  for  his  contracts  ?  the  little  I  have 
is  free,  and  I  can  call  it  my  awn ;  hame's  hame,  let  it 
be  never  so  hamely.     I  ken  him  weel  enough,  he  could 
never  abide  me,   and  when  he  has  his    ends,   he'll 
e'en  use  me  as  he  did  before.     I  am  sure  I  shall  be 
treated  like  a  poor  drudge ;  I  shall  be  set  to  tend  the 
bairns,  deam  the  hose,  and  mend  the  linen.     Then 
there's  no  living  with  that  old  carline  his  mother ;  she 
rails  at  Jack,  and  Jack's  an  honester  man  than  any  of 
her^  kin :  I  shall  be  plagued  with  her  spells  and  her 
Paier-notttrtf  and  siUy  old-world  ceremonies ;  I  mun 
never  Vmut  my  nails  on  a  Friday,  nor  begin  a  journey 
on  Childermas-day,  and  I  mun  stand  becking  and 
hinging,  as  I  gang  out  and  in  to  the  hall.    Tell  him 
he  may  e'en  gang  his  gate ;  111  have  nothing  to  do 
with  him ;  111  stay,  like  the  poor  country  mouse,  in 
my  ain  habitation."    So  Peg  lalked ;  but  for  all  that, 
by  the  interposition  of  good  friends,  and  by  many  a 
bonny  thing  that  was  sent,  and  many  more  that  were 
promised  Peg,  the  matter  was  concluded,  and  Peg 
taken  into  the  house  upon  certain  articles  ;   one  ^ 
which  was,  that  she  might  have  the  freedom  of  Jack's 
conrersation  (Act  of  Toleration]  ;  and  might  take  him 
for  better  and  for  worse  if  she  pleased,  provided  si- 

■  A  Preshyl«rian  lord  Haver  of  London,  dr  H.  Edwin. 

^  The  Scots  expressed  tneir  fears  for  the  Pretbyteiian  go- 

"nmeni. 


ways  he  did  not  come  mto  the  house  at  unnssonible 
hours,  and  disturb  the  rest  of  the  old  woman,  Johni 
mother. 


CHAPTER  V. 


Of  some  Quarrels  that  happened  after  Peg  vh  taka  into  the 

nimily. 

It  is  an  old  observation,  that  the  qnairela  of  rektiooi 
are  harder  to  reconcile  than  any  other ;  iojuries  fern 
friends  fret  and  gall  more,  and  the  memory  of  thm 
is  not  so  easily  obliterated.  This  is  cunningly  repR> 
seoted  by  one  of  your  old  sages,  called  iEsop,  in  the 
story  of  the  bird,  that  was  grieved  extremely  at  being 
wounded  with  an  arrow  feaSiered  with  his  own  wing; 
as  also  of  the  oak,  that  let  many  a  heavy  groan,  vba 
he  was  cleft  with  a  wedge  of  his  own  timber. 

There  was  no  man  in  the  world  less  subject  to  no- 
cour  than  John  Bull,  considering  how  often  bii  good- 
nature had  been  abused ;  yet  I  don't  know  how,  bat 
be  was  too  apt  to  hearken  to  tattling  people  thit 
carried  tales  between  him  and  his  sister  Peg,»  on  pur- 
pose to  sow  jealousies,  and  set  them  together  by  tbe 
ears.  They  say  that  there  were  some  hardahi|»  pot 
upon  Peg,  which  had  been  better  let  alone ;  but  it  wu 
the  business  of  good  people  to  restrain  the  injuries  oti 
one  side,  and  moderate  tne  resentments  on  tbeotber;a 
good  friend  acts  both  parts*;  the  one  without  the  olba 
will  not  do. 

The  purchase-money  of  Peg's  farm  was  ill  paid;'' 
then  Peg  loved  a  little  good  liquor,  and  the  Krvinti 
shut  up  the  wine-cellar;  for  that  Peg  found  atiick, 
for  she  made  a  false  key.  Peg's  servants  complii«d 
that  they  were  debarred  from  all  manner  of  InuioeH, 
and  never  suffered  to  touch  the  least  thing  within  tbe 
bouse ;  if  they  offered  to  come  into  the  wvehouM,  tben 
straight  went  the  yard  over  their  noddle ;  if  they  Ten- 
tured  into  the  counting-room,  a  fellow  would  fbov 
an  inkbottle  at  their  head ;  if  they  came  into  the  beit 
apartment,  to  set  anything  there  in  order,  tiiey  wen 
saluted  with  a  broom;  UT  they  meddled  with  any- 
thing in  the  kitchen,  it  was  odda  but  the  cook  laid 
them  over  the  pate  with  a  ladle ;  one  that  wonld  have 
got  into  the  stables,  was  met  by  two  rasca]%  who  fell 
to  work  with  him  with  a  brush  and  a  cunyconb; 
some,  climbing  up  into  the  coach-boz,  were  told  thil 
one  of  their' companicms  had  been  there  before  dial 
could  not  drive — tben  slap  went  the  long  whip  about 
their  ears. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  was  complained,  that  IVg'i 
servants  were  always  asking  fordrink-nxmey ;  tbattfa^' 
had  more  than  their  share  of  the  Christmas-box;  tony 
the  truth,  Peg's  lads  bustled  pretty  hard  for  that:  icr 
when  they  were  endeavouring  to  lock  it  up,  Ihey  g«t 
in  their  great  flats,  and  pulled  out  handfulaofbalf- 
crowns,  shillings,  and  sixpences.  Others,  in  the  scxan- 
ble,  picked  up  guineas,  and  broad-pieces.  But  there 
happened  a  worse  thing  than  all  this ;  it  was  com- 
plained that  Peg's  servants  had  great  stomafiM>  ud 
brought  so  many  of  their  friends  and  aoonaiotaDoe  tD 
the  table,  that  John's  fiunily  was  like  to  be  eat  oot  of 
house  and  home.  Instead  of  regulating  this  matter  m 
it  ought  to  be,  Peg's  young  men  were  thrust  avaf 
from  the  table ;  then  there  was  the  devil  and  all  to  do: 
spoons,  plates,  and  dishes,  flew  about  the  xoomUk« 
mad ;  and  sir  Roger,  who  was  now  mtyor  dm»,  ^ 
enough  to  do  to  quiet  them.  Peg  said,  this  was  ooo- 
trary  to  agreement,  whereby  ahe  was  in  all  things  ^ 
be  treated  like  a  child  of  the  family ;  then  she  cail^ 
upon  those^  that  had  made  her  such  fair  pRsniis.  '^ 

■  Quarrels  about  some  of  the  articles  of  Union,  partinltfir 
the  pf^erage. 

*>  By  the  Treaty  of  Union,  it  was  agreed  that  Sco4laDd  AfiaU 
have  an  eoaiTalent  for  several  custons  am!  excMes,  to  vbvk 
ahe  would  become  liable. 
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undertook  for  her  brother  John*8good  behaviour ;  but, 
alai!  to  her  cost,  she  found,  that  they  were  the  first 
ind  readiest  to  do  her  the  injury.  John  at  last  agreed 
to thii  regulation;  that  Peg s  footmen  might  sit  with 
h!f  book-keeper,  journeymen,  and  apfirentiees ;  and 
Vtg't  better  sort  of  servants  might  sit  with  his  footmen, 
if  tiiey  pleased.* 

Tben  tbey  began  to  order  plum-porridge,  and  mince- 
pies  for  Peg's  dinner :  Peg  told  them  she  had  an  aver- 
lion  to  that  sort  of  food :  that  upon  forcing  down  a 
mm  of  it  some  years  ago,b  it  threw  her  into  a  fit,  till 
ihe  broagbt  it  up  again.  Some  alleged  it  was  nothing 
but  bamoor,  that  the  same  mess  should  be  served  up 
again  for  supper,  and  breakfast  next  morning ;  othen 
voi]]<l  hare  made  use  of  a  horn ;  but  the  wiser  sort 
bid  let  ber  alone,  and  she  might  take  to  it  of  her  own 
accord. 


CHAPTER  VI. 


Th0CoQTenBtk)n  between  John  Bull  and  his  Wife. 

Mn,  B,  Thouou  our  affairs,  honey,  are  in  a  bad 
cdoditioD,  I  have  a  better  opinion  of  them,  since  you 
imned  to  be  convinced  of  the  ill  course  you  have  been 
in.  and  are  resolved  to  submit  to  proper  remedies.  But 
vheu  1  c(»isider  your  immense  debts,  your  foolish 
btfgaioi,  and  the  general  disorder  of  your  business,  I 
bave  a  curiosity  to  know  what  fate  or  chance  has  brought 
jou  into  this  condition. 

Mm  B,  I  wish  you  would  talk  of  some  other  sub- 
ject ;  the  thoughts  of  it  make  me  mad ;  our  family 
iDu«t  bare  their  run. 

Mn.  B.  But  such  a  strange  thing  as  this  never 
iuppeiied  to  any  of  your  family  before  ;  they  have  had 
Uvfuits,  but  though  they  spent  the  income,  they  never 
mortgaged  the  stock.  Sure  you  must  have  aome  of 
tbe  Norman  or  the  Norfolk  blood  in  you.  Prithee 
pre  me  tome  account  of  these  matters. 

Ml  B,  Who  could  help  it 9  There  lives  not  such 
4  Mlov  by  bread  as  that  old  Lewis  Baboon :  he  is  the 
noit  cheating  contentious  rogue  upon  the  face  of  the 
cuti).  Vou  must  know,  one  day,  as  Nic.  Frog  and  I 
"m  over  a  bottle,  making  up  an  old  quarrel,  the  old 
frUow  would  neecis  have  us  djrink  a  bottle  of  his  cham* 
pagne,  and  so  one  after  another,  till  my  friend  Nic.  and 
I.  iwt  being  used  to  such  heady  stuif,  got  b— y  drunk. 
Uvii,  all  the  while,  either  by  the  strength  of  his  brain, 
or  flinching  hia  glass,  kept  himself  sober  as  a  judge. 
""My  worthy  friends,"'  quoth  Lewis,  *<  henceforth  let  us 
|:re  aeii(hbourly ;  I  am  as  peaceable  and  quiet  as  a 
umb,  of  my  own  temper,  but  it  has  been  my  misfortune 
to  Ihe  amoi^  quarrelsome  neighboursw  There  is  but 
wie  thing  can  make  us  fall  out,  and  that  is  the  inherit- 
ance of  lord  Strutts  estate;  lam  content,  for  peace 
uke,  to  wave  my  right,  and  submit  to  any  expedient  to 
prnent  a  lawsuit ;  1  think  an  equal  division  will  be 
t.>«  fairest  way."«  "  Well  moved,  old  Lewis,"  quoth 
Irv;  "and  I  hope  my  friend  John  here  will  not  be 
n-tnrtory."  At  the  same  time,  he  clapped  me  on  the 
^*r^.  mud  slabbered  me  all  over  from  cheek  to  cheek, 
»itb  bis  great  tongue.  **  Do  as  yon  please,  gentlemen,** 
SUdtb  J,  ^^  tie  all  one  to  John  Bull.**  We  agreed  to 
p4tt  that  night,  and  next  morning  to  meet  at  the  comer 
^  lunl  Strutt  a  park^wall  with  our  survwing  instru'- 
oierita,  which  accordingly  we  did.  Old  liewia  carried 
^  chain  and  a  semicircle ;  Nic.  paper,  rulers,  and  a 
|«Ad  pencil ;  and  I  followed  at  some  distance  with  a 
iuif  pole.  We  t>egan  tirst  with  surveying  themeadow- 
r'jaiidi;  afWwards  we  measured  the  com-Helds,  close 
^7  cbiae;  then  we  proceeded  to  the  woodlands,  the 

Artfc*««  of  Vaion.  whereby   a  Scots  oommooer  misht  be 

^  Intro4iKiag  Bplsoopaey  intoSeotland. 
'  A  Treaty  for  peeicmng  the  faaUnce  of  power  In  Europe  by 
•  pamtioaafttMSpaQishaemiBioM, 
tOU  II. 


co])per  and  tin  mines.  [The  West  Indies.]  All  this 
while,  Nic.  laid  down  everything  exactly  upon  paper, 
calculated  the  acres  and  roods  to  a  great  nicety,  when 
we  had  finished  the  land,  we  were  going  to  break 
into  the  house  and  gardens,  to  take  an  inventory  of  his 
plate,  pictures,  and  other  famiture. 

Mn,  B,  What  said  lord  Strutt  to  all  diisf 

John  B.  Aa  we  had  almost  finished  our  conoem,  we 
were  accosted  by  some  of  lord  Strutt's  servants:  *^  Hey- 
day! What*s  heref  What  a  devil's  the  meaning  of  idl 
diese  traiigrams  and  gimcracks,  gentlemen  f  what,  in  the 
name  of  wonder,  are  you  going  about,  jumping  over 
my  master's  hedges,  and  running  your  lines  across  his 
grounds?  If  you  are  at  any  field  pastime,  you  might 
have  asked  leave;  my  master  is  a  civil,  well-bred 
person  as  any  is."' 

Mrt,  B,  What  could  you  answer  to  this  f 

John  B.  Why,  truly,  my  neighbour  Frog  and  I  were 
still  hot-headed ;  we  told  him  his  master  waa  an  old  doat- 
ing  puppy,  that  minded  nothing  of  his  own  business ; 
that  we  were  surveying  his  estate,  and  settling  it  for  him, 
since  he  would  not  do  it  himself.  Upon  this  there 
happened  a  quarrel ;  but  we,  being  stronger  than  they, 
sent  them  away  with  a  flea  in  their  ear.  They  went 
home  and  told  their  master  :■  "  My  lord,"  said  they, 
"  there  are  three  odd  sort  of  fellows  going  about  your 
grounds  with  the  strangest  machines  tiiat  ever  we  be- 
held in  our  life :  I  suppose  they  are  going  to  rob  your 
orchard,  fell  your  trees^  or  drive  away  your  cattle  :  they 
told  us  strange  things  of  setding  your  estate :  one  is  a 
lusty  old  fellow,  in  a  black  wig,  with  a  black  beard, 
without  teeth :  there's  another  thick,  sqimt  fellow,  in 
trunk-hose :  the  third  is  a  little,  long-nosed,  thin  man. 
(I  was  then  lean,  l)eing  just  come  out  of  a  fit  of  sick- 
ncas.)  I  suppose  it  is  fit  to  send  after  them  lest  they 
carry  something  away." 

Mrt.  B,  1  fancy  this  put  the  old  fellow  in  a  rare 
tweague. 

John  B.  Weak  as  he  was,  he  called  for  his  long 
toledo,  swore  and  bounced  about  the  room,  *'  *Sdeath  1 
what  am  I  come  to,  to  be  affronted  wo  by  mv  trades- 
men ?  I  know  the  rascals :  my  barber,  clothier,  and 
linen-draper,  dispose  of  my  estate!  bring  hither  my 
blunderbuss.  I'll  warrant  ye  you  shall  see  daylight 
through  them.  Scoundrels!  dogs!  the  scum  of  the 
earth  T  Frog,  that  was  my  father's  kitchen-boy !  he  pre- 
tend to  meddle  with  my  estate !  with  my  will !  Ah, 
Cr  Strutt!  what  art  thou  come  to  at  lastf  Thou 
t  lived  too  long  in  the  world,  to  see  thy  age  and  in- 
firmity so  despised :  how  will  the  ghosts  of  my  noble 
ancestors  receive  these  tidings  f  They  cannot,  they 
must  not  sleep  quietly  in  their  graves.'^  In  short,  the 
old  gentleman  was  carried  off  in  a  fainting  fit ;  and, 
after  bleeding  in  both  arms,  hardly  recovered. 

Mr8.  B.  Really  this  was  a  very  extraordinary  way 
of  proceeding  :  I  long  to  hear  the  rest  of  it. 

John  B,  After  we  had  come  back  to  ^e  tavern,  and 
taken  t*other  bottle  of  champagne,  we  quarrelled  a 
little  about  the  division  of  the  estate.  Lewis  hauled 
and  pulled  the  map  on  one  side,  and  Frog  and  I  on  the 
other,  till  we  had  like  to  have  torn  the  parchment  to 
pieces.  At  last  Lewis  pulled  out  a  pair  of  great  tailorV 
sheers,  aud  clipped  a  comer  for  himself,  which  he  said 
was  a  manor  that  lay  convenient  for  him,  and  left  Frog 
and  me  the  rest  to  dispose  of  as  we  pleated.  We  were 
oveijoyed  to  think  Lewis  was  contented  with  so  little, 
not  smelling  what  was  at  the  bottom  of  the  plot. 
There  happened,  indeed,  an  incident  that  gave  us  some 
disturbance :  a  cunning  fellow,  one  of  my  servants,  two» 
days  after,  peeping  through  the  key-hole,  observed 
that  old  Lewis  had  stole  away  our  part  of  the  map,  and 
saw  him  fiddling  and  turning  the  map  from  one  cornet 

■  Tbis  rartiUon  of  the  kioff  of  Spain's  domlniop-  '-—  •>-'*- 
without  hia  knowledge. 
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to  the  other,  tryiog  to  join  the  two  pieces  together  again : 
he  was  muttering  toniething  to  himself,  which  we  did 
not  well  hear,  only  these  words,  **  'Tis  great  pity,  His 
great  pity  C  My  seryaut  a&lded,  that  he  believed  this 
bad  some  ill  meaning.  I  tuld  him  he  was  a  coxcomb, 
always  pretending  to  be  wiser  than  his  companions : 
Lewis  and  I  are  good  friends,  he's  au  honest  fellow, 
and  I  dare  say  will  stand  to  his  bargain.  The  sequel 
of  the  story  proved  this  fellow's  suspicion  to  be  too  well 
grounded ;  for  Lewis  revealed  our  whole  secret  to  the 
deceased  lord  Strutt,*  who,  in  reward  to  his  treachery, 
and  revenge  to  Frog  and  me,  settled  his  whole  estate 
upon  the  present  Philip  Baboon.  Then  we  understood 
what  he  meant  by  piecing  the  map. 

Mrt.  B,  And  was  you  surprised  at  thisf  Had  not 
lord  Strutt  reason  to  be  angry  9  Would  you  have  be«o 
contented  to  have  been  so  used  yourself? 

John  B.  Why,  truly,  wife,  it  was  not  easily  reconciled 
to  the  oonunon  methods  *,  but  then  it  was  the  fashion 
to  do  such  things.  I  have  read  of  your  golden  age, 
your  silver  age,  &c. :  one  might  justly  call  this  the 
age  of  lawyers.  There  was  hardly  a  man  of  substance 
in  all  the  country,  but  had  a  counterfeit  that  pretended 
to  his  estate.  As  the  philosophers  say,  that  there  is 
a  duplicate  of  every  terrestrial  animal  at  sea,  so  it  was 
iu  this  age  of  the  lawyers,  tliere  was  at  least  two  of  every- 
thing; nay,  on  my  conscience,  I  think  there  were  three 
•squire  Hackums  [Kings  of  Poland]  at  one  time.  In 
short,  it  was  usual  for  a  parcel  of  ft'Ilows  to  meet,  and 
dispose  of  the  whole  estates  in  the  country  :  "  This  lies 
convenient  for  me,  Tom,  thou  wouldat  do  more  good 
with  that,  Dick,  than  the  old  fellow  that  has  if'  So 
to  law  they  went  with  the  true  owners ;  the  lawyers  got 
well  by  it;  everybody  else  was  undone.  It  was  a 
comuKKi  thing  for  an  honest  man,  when  he  came  home 
at  night,  to  find  another  fellow  domineering  in  his 
fomily,  hectoring  his  servants,  calling  {at  supper,  and 
pretending  to  go  to  bed  to  his  wife.  In  every  house 
you  might  observe  two  Sosias  quarrelling  who  was 
master.  For  my  own  part,  I  am  still  afraid  of  the  same 
treatment,  and  diat  I  should  find  somebody  behind  my 
counter,  selling  my  broad  clttth. 

Mr»,  B.  There  is  a  sort  of  fellows  they  ball  banterers 
and  bambooflers  that  play  such  tricks ;  but  it  teeau 
these  fellows  were  in  earnest 

«/oAm  B,  I  begin  to  think,  that  justice  is  a  better  rule 
than  conveniency,  for  all  some  people  make  so  slight 


CHAPTER   VII. 


Of  the  haM  shifts  Mrs.  Bull  wss  put  to  to  prewryci  theoMBor  of 
bullock's  Hatch ;  with  sir  Roger's  method  to  keep  off  impor- 
tunate Dnns.b 

As  John  Bull  and  his  wife  were  talking  together,  they 

were  surprised  with  a  sudden  knocking  at  the  door. 

"  Those  wicked  scriveners  and  lawyers,  no  doubt,*'  quoth 

John ;  and  so  it  was ;  some  asking  for  the  money  he 

owed,  and  others  warning  to  prepare  fur  the  approaching 

term.     "<  What  a  cursed  life  do  I  lead!*'  quoth  John. 

"  Debt  is  like  deadly  sin ;  for  God's  sake,  sir  Roger, 

get  me  rid  of  the  fellows/'     ''  1*11  warrant  you,"  quoth 

sir  Roger ;  *'  leave  them  to  me.''     And,  indeed,  it  was 

Sleasant  enough  to  observe  sir  Roger^s  method  with 
lese  importunate  dims;  his  sincere  friendship  for  John 
Bull  made  him  submit  to  many  things  for  his  service, 

•  It  b  furaected  tiut  the  French  king  intanded  to  take  the 
whole,  end  thet  he  revealed  the  secret  to  the  court  of  SpaiUi 
upon  which  the  will  was  made  in  favour  of  hii  ^randiou. 

b  After  the  diseolntion  of  the  parliament,  the  sinking  ministry 
•odeavouied  to  support  thtviselves  hw  propafating  a  notion, 
Uiat  the  public  ereoit  would  suffer  if  the  lora  treaaurer  Godol* 
phia  wa.H  removi^.  The  dread  of  this  event  produced  it :  the 
monled  men  began  to  sell  their  shaxee  in  the  Bank;  the 
fovemor.  deputy -f(ovemor.  and  two  directors,  applied  to  the 
queen  to  prevent  the  change :  the  alarm  became  ijenertl.  and 
all  the  public  ftiuds  Kzadtially  sunk.  PMliaps*  by  Bullock's 
~^ateh,  toe  author  meant  the  crown  lands. 


which  he  would  have  scorned  to  have  doot  for  biuclf. 
Sometimes  he  would  stand  at  the  door  with  hii  loif 
staff  to  keep  off  tiie  duns  till  John  got  out  at  the  bsck- 
door.*  When  the  lawyers  and  tradesmen  brooght  a- 
travagant  bills,  sir  Roger  used  to  baig«B  befoRhaad 
for  leave  to  cut  off  a  quarter  of  a  yaid  in  aoy  |Mit<if 
the  bill  he  pleased :  he  wore  a  wair  of  seissors  in  hit 
pocket  for  this  purpose,  and  would  snip  it  off  lo  nicely 
as  you  cannot  imagine;  Like  a  tnie  goldsmith,  be  kept 
all  your  holidays ;  there  was  not  one  wantiag  in  bii 
calendar :  when  ready  money  was  scaroe,  he  would  at 
them  a  telling  a  thousand  pounds  in  sizpsuosi,  grosti, 
and  threepenny  pieces.  It  would  have  done  jourbeut 
good  to  have  leeD  him  charge  through  au  wmjd 
lawyers,  attorneys,  clerka,  aad  tradesmen ;  somdiBci 
with  sword  in  hand,  at  other  times  ouiiling  like  u 
eel  in  the  mud.  When  a  fellow  stuck  like  a  bo,  thit 
there  was  no  shaking  him  off,  he  used  to  be  mi^tr 
inquisitive  about  the  health  of  his  uncles  and  suotiia 
the  countiy ;  he  could  call  them  all  by  their  nsma. 
for  he  knew  everybody,  and  could  talk  to  tfaemintbeir 
own  way.  The  extremely  impertinent  he  would  lewl 
away  to  see  some  strange  sight,  as  the  dragon  of  Hoekley 
in  the  Hole ;  or  bid  him  call  the  thirtieth  of  Mit 


market ;  and  &e  butchers,  by  bribing  them,  sell  dssufcd 
and  light  meat  Another  time  he  would  slip  into  tke 
cellar  and  gauge  the  casks.  In  his  leisars  mioaki, 
he  was  posting  his  books,  and  gathering  m  hie  dete. 
Such  frujgal  methods  were  necessary  where  money  vii 
so  scarce,  and  duns  so  numerous.  All  this  while,  Mu 
kept  his  credit,  could  show  his  head  both  at  Oaaft 
and  Westminster-hall ;  no  man  protested  his  bill  wr 
refused  his  bond ;  only  the  sharpers  and  the  serivaien, 
the  lawyers,  and  their  deiks,  pelted  sir  Roger  Bi  br 
went  along.  The  squirters  were  at  it  with  th«r  kennel- 
water,  for  they  were  mad  for  the  loss  of  their  bobUe, 
and  that  they  could  not  get  him  to  mortgage  tbensntf 
of  Bullock's  Hatch.  Sir  Roger  shook  his  ctn»  and 
nunled  along,  well  satisBed  within  himself  that  he  v« 
doing  a  charitable  work  in  rescuing  an  hooert  nsDfroia 
the  daws  of  harpies  and  bloodauckers.  Mrs.  Boll  ^ 
all  that  an  affectionate  wife  and  a  good  houaewire  oonu 
do ;  yet  the  boundaries  of  vtrtues  are  indivisible  linei; 
it  is  impossible  to  mardi  up  close  to  the  fieotien  ^ 
frugality  without  entering  the  territories  of  mntnonT. 
Your  good  housewives  are  apt  to  look  into  theniDotHt 
things ;  therefore  some  blamed  Mr*.  Bnll  for  ^^^^' 
piecing  of  her  shoes,  grudging  a  quarter  of  a  poond  of 
soap  and  sand  to  scour  the  rooms  ;■  Imt,  c^iccitlly* 
that  she  would  not  allow  her  maids  and  appieoiieea  die 
benefit  of  **  John  Bunyan,'*  the  '*  London  Apfireotiee, 
or  the  <*  Seven  Champions  "  in  the  black  letter.^ 


John  Boll  sad  kit 


CHAPTER  VIII. 

A  eontinuation  of  the  Converaliou  heHiwo 

Wife. 

Mr9.  |}.  It  u  a  most  aad  life  we  lead,  my  dssr,  tj 
be  so  teaied,  paying  interast  for  old  debts,  and  ^ 
contracting  new  ones.  However,  I  don't  blame  joaW 
vindicating  your  honour,  and  chastising  old  I>vi**  ^ 
curb  the  insolent,  protect  the  oppraased,  v^^^*^  f^ 
own,  and  defend  what  one  has,  are  good  dfecti  «  ^ 
law ;  the  only  thing  I  want  to  know  is,  bow  yoa  ess* 
to  make  an  end  of  your  money  before  yon  finished  yatf 
suit.  .       ,  . 

JokmB.  Iwastoldby  the  leaned  in  tfaelaw.tbH 
my  suit  stood  upon  three  firm  piUact:  more  mooerBV 

•  Mtinnersofthe  earl  of  Oxford.  .  ,_-t. 
k  Some  regulations  astothepmveyaaaalntheqocMiia*^ 

•  Too  great  savings  in  the  house  oiorauaoas.        .. . 

<i  Restraining  the  liberty  of  the  pvsasW^ 
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more  law ;  more  Uw  for  more  money ;  and  no  com- 
pontion.  More  money  for  more  law  was  plain  to  a 
acmonstatioo ;  for  who  can  go  to  law  without  money  f 
•od  it  WM  plain  that  any  man  that  has  money  may 
hsn  law  for  it  The  tfaiitl  was  as  evident  as  the  other 
two  I  for  what  eomposi6on  oould  be  made  with  a  rogue 
tbt  Dfrer  kept  a  word  he  said  ? 

Mn.  A  1  think  you  are  most  likely  to  get  out  of 
ibii  labyrinth  by  the  secoi*d  door,  hf  want  of  ready 
■M»«7  to  porehMe  this  precious  commodity :  but  you 
nem  not  only  to  haye  bought  too  much  of  it,  but  have 
paid  too  dear  for  what  you  bought ;  else,  how  was  it 
poniblc  to  ran  so  much  in  debt,  when  at  this  very  time 
the  yearly  iocome  of  what  is  mortgaged  to  those  usurers 
voold  discharge  Hocus  s  bills,  and  give  you  your  belly- 
ful of  law  for  all  your  life,  without  running  one  sixpence 
in  debt?  You  have  been  bred  up  to  business ;  I  sup- 
poK  yoa  esn  cipher :  I  wonder  you  never  used  your 
pen  aiBd  ink. 

yofai  A  Now  you  urge  me  too  far;  prithee,  dear 
wift,  hold  thy  tongue.  Suppose  a  young  heir,  heedless, 
>tv,  and  miexperienoed,  full  of  spirit  and  vigour,  with 
afaTDariie  passion,  in  the  hands  of  money •scri veners : 
neh  fellows  are  like  your  wiredrawing  mills,  if  they  get 
hold  of  a  man  s  finger,  they  will  pull  in  his  whole  body 
tt  lait,  till  they  aqueese  the  heart,  blood,  and  guts  out 
of  bim.a  When  1  wanted  money,  half-«-doien  of  these 
Mlovi  were  always  waiting  in  my  antechamber  with  their 
•x^ties  leady  drawn.  1  was  tempted  with  the  ready ; 
■ome  ftrm  or  other  went  to  pot.  I  received  with  one 
t«ul*  and  paid  it  away  with  the  other  to  lawyers,  that, 
like  10  many  hell-hounds,  were  ready  to  devour  me. 
^^  the  rogues  would  plead  poverty,  and  scarcity  of 
>Moey.  which  always  ended  in  receiving  ninety  for  the 
hnodred.  After  they  had  got  possession  of  my  best  rents, 
^7  were  able  to  supply  me  with  my  own  money.  But 
vbat  was  wone,  when  1  looked  into  the  securities,  there 
*M  no  clause  of  redemption. 

^fn.  B.  No  clause  of  redemption,  say  you  f  that's 
haid. 

J^  B.  No  great  matter,  for  I  cannot  pay  them. 
11)^  had  got  a  wone  trick  than  that :  the  same  man 
^gbt  and  sold  to  himself,  paid  the  money,  and  gave 
^  aequittanee ;  the  same  man  was  butcher  and  graaier, 
Ivnrer  and  buder,  cook  and  poulterer.  There  is  Bome- 
tbmg  itill  wone  than  all  this ;  there  came  twenty  bills 
^'poo  me  at  onee,  which  I  had  given  money  to  discharge ; 
I  wsa  like  to  be  polled  to  pieces  by  brewer,  butcher,  and 
biker ;  even  my  herb* woman  dunned  me  as  I  went  along 
(be  rtieeto.  (Thanks  to  my  friend  sir  Roger,  else  I  must 
^Tc  gone  to  gaol.)  When  I  asked  the  meaning  of  this, 
I  w«  tokl  the  money  went  to  the  lawyers ;  counsel 
von't  rick,  sir;  Hocus  was  urging;  my  bookkeeper  sat 
•ottiog  all  day,  playing  at  put  and  all* fours :  in  short, 
by  f^tping  usorets,  devouring  lawyers,  and  negligent 
Krraota,  1  am  brought  to  this  pass. 

Mrt.  B,  This  was  hard  usage !  but,  methinks,  the 
lesrt  reflection  might  have  retrieved  you. 

^•Aw  B.  Jt  18  true :  yet  consider  my  circumstances ; 
»▼  honour  was  engaged,  and  I  did  not  know  how  to 
t^  out;  beside«|  I  was  for  five  years  often  drunk, 
•'vsya  muddled ;  they  cairied  me  from  tavern  to  tavern, 
to  aMiousea  and  bnndy-sbops,  and  brought  me  ac- 
qoainted  wHb  such  strange  dogs  [foreign  troops]. 
**  ^cre  goee  the  prettkst  fellow  in  the  world,''  says 
0*1^.  **  for  managing  a  jury ;  make  him  youis.  There's 
vntber  can  pick  you  up  witnesses ;  serieant  such-a-oue 
hat  a  silw  tongue  at  the  bar."  I  believe,  in  time, 
I  ihould  hare  retained  every  single  penon  within  the 
nmiof  eoiwt.  1*be  night  after  a  trial  I  treated  the 
lawym,  their  wives,  mod  danghters,  with  fiddles, 
kaothoya,  dvuma,  and  trumpets.  I  was  always  hot- 
kcsdcd;  then  they  placed  me  in  the  middle,  the 

H«ihods  of  prvytef  upon  the  Bseesriliso  of  the  govenmenl. 


attorneys  and  their  clerks  dancing  about  me,  whooping 
and  hallooing,  *'  Long  live  John  Bull,  the  glory  and 
support  of  the  law  !** 

An,  B.  Really,  husband,  you  went  through  a  very 
notable  ooune. 

Mm  B.  One  of  the  things  tiut  first  alarmed  me 
was,  that  they  showed  a  spite  agaimt  my  poor  old 
mother.*  ^  Lord,"  quoth  I,  **  what  makes  you  so 
jealous  of  a  poor,  old,  innocent  gentlewoman,  that 
minds  only  her  pnyers  and  her  Practioe  of  Piety ; 
she  never  meddles  in  any  of  your  conoerasf  * — '*  Fob,** 

Sf  they,  **  to  see  a  handsome^  brisk,  genteel  young 
low  so  much  governed  by  a  doating  old  woman  I 
why  don't  you  go  and  suok  the  hubby  f  Do  you  con* 
aider  she  keeps  you  out  of  a  good  jointure  f  She  has 
the  best  of  your  estate  settled  upon  her  fiir  a  rent-charge : 
hang  her,  M.  thief,  turn  her  out  of  doors,  seiae  her  land, 
and  let  her  go  to  law  if  she  dam  !''-—**  Soft  and  fair, 
gentlemen,'*  quoth  I,  **  my  mother's  my  mother ;  our 
familsp  are  not  of  an  unnatural  temper.  Though  I 
don't  take  all  her  advice,  I  won't  snae  her  jointure ; 
long  may  she  enjoy  it,  good  woman;  I  don't  grudge  it 
her ;  she  allows  me  now  and  then  a  biace  of  hundreds 
fur  my  lawsuit ;  that's  pretty  fair."  About  this  tiro* 
the  old  gentlewoman  fell  ill  of  an  odd  sort  of  a  dis- 
temper ;^  it  began  with  a  coldness  and  numbness  in  hsr 
limbs,  which  by  degrees  affected  the  nerves,  (I  think 
the  physicians  called  them,)  seised  the  brain,  and  at 
last  ended  in  a  lethargy.  It  betrayed  itsdf  at  first  in 
a  sort  of  indifference  and  carelessness  in  all  her  aotion% 
coldness  to  her  best  friends,  and  an  avcnion  to  stir  or 
go  about  the  comuMm  ofikces  fji  life.  She,  that  was  the 
cleanliest  creature  in  the  world,  never  shrunk  now  if 
yon  set  a  close-stool  under  her  nose.  She,  that  would 
sometimes  rattle  off  her  servants  prettw  diarply,  now,  if 
she  saw  them  drink,  or  heard  them  talk  profanely,  never 
took  any  notice  of  it.  Instead  of  her  usual  charitici 
to  deserving  penons,  she  threw  away  her  money  upon 
roaring,  swearing  bullies  and  beggars,  that  went  atwut 
die  streets.*  ^  What  is  the  matter  with  the  old  gentle- 
woman," said  everybody,  "  she  never  used  to  do  in  thia 
manner?*'  At  last  the  distemper  grew  more  violent, 
and  direw  her  downright  into  raving  flta;<^  in  which  sho 
shrieked  out  so  lood,  that  she  disturbed  the  whole 
neighbourhood.  In  her  fits  she  called  upon  one  sir 
William:*  "O!  sir  William,  thou  hast  betrayed  me ! 
killed  me!  stabbed  me!  sold  me  to  the  cuckold  of 
Dover-street!  See,  see  Clum  with  his  bloody  knife  I 
Seiae  him,  seise  him,  stop  him !  Behold  the  fury  with 
her  hissing  snakes!  Wnere's  my  son  Johnf  Is  he 
well,  is  he  wellf  poor  man!  I  pity  him;*' — and 
abundance  more  of  such  strange  stuff,  that  nobody 
could  make  anything  of.  I  knew  little  of  the  matter ; 
for  when  I  hiquired  about  her  health,  the  answer  was^ 
**  thait  she  was  in  a  good  moderate  way."  Physiciana 
were  sent  fbr  in  haste :  sir  Roger,  with  great  difficulty, 
brought  Ratcliff ;  Garth  came  upon  the  first  message. 
There  were  s^eral  others  called  m ;  but,  as  usual  uixm 
such  occasions,  they  differed  strangely  at  the  ceoMltap 
tioii.  At  last  they  divided  into  two  parties,  one  sided 
with  Garth,  the  other  with  RateliflT.'  Da.  Gabth  : 
'*  This  case  seems  to  me  to  be  plainly  hysterical ;  the 
old  woman  is  whimsical ;  it  is  a  common  thing  for 
your  old  women  to  be  so ;  I'll  pawn  my  life,  blisters, 
with  the  steel  diet,  will  recover  her."  Otben  snggMtcd 
strong  purging,  and  letting  of  blood,  because  she  was 
plethoric.    Some  went  so  far  as  to  say  the  old  woman 

■  Railing  ugaUist  the  church. 
^  Queleameaa  in  rorms  and  diaeipline. 
^  Disponing  of  tome  preferoenU  to  unpcfartpM 
d  The  Tiulnkt  cUmour  ^lout  th«  church. 
*  SirWilliaai,«  cant  naaic  of  air  Humphry's  for  loid- 
Godolphin. 
r  Gsith,  the  low-choirh   party.   BalaUff.  the  hlgb-ehoiah 
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was  mad,  and  nothing  would  be  better  than  a  litde 
corporal  correction.  Ratclipf  :  '^  Gentlemen,  you  are 
mistaken  in  this  case ;  it  is  plainly  an  acute  distem* 
per,  and  she  cannot  hold  out  three  days  unless  she  is 
supported  with  strong  cordials."  I  came  into  the  room 
with  a  good  deal  of  concern,  and  asked  them  what  they 
thought  of  my  mo|her?  "  In  no  manner  of  danger,  I 
TOW  to  Gad,"  quoth  Garth;  "the  old  woman  is  hyste- 
rical, fanciful,  sir,  I  ¥ow  to  Gad." — "  I  teU  you,  sir," 
says  Ratcliff,  "  she  cannot  live  three  days  to  an  end, 
unless  there  is  some  very  effectual  course  taken  with 
her;  she  has  a  malignant  fever."  Then  fool,  puppy, 
and  blockhead  were  the  best  words  they  gave.  I  could 
hardly  restrain  them  from  throwing  the  ink-bottles  at 
one  another's  heads.  I  forgot  to  tell  you  that  one 
party  of  the  physicians  desired  I  would  take  my  sister 
Peg  into  the  house  to  nurse  her,  but  the  old  gentle- 
woman would  not  hear  of  that.  At  last,  one  physician 
asked,  if  the  lady  had  ever  been  used  to  take  laudanum  ? 
Her  maid  answered,  not  that  she  knew ;  but  indeed 
there  was  a  Uii^h-German  liveryman  of  hers,  one  Yan 
Ptschirtisocker,"  that  gave  her  a  sort  of  quack  powder. 
The  physician  desired  to  see  it :  "  Nay,"  says  he, 
'*  there  is  opium  in  this,  I  am  sure." 

Mrt.  B,    I  hope  you  examined  a  little  into  this 
matter. 

J<Jm  B,   I   did,   indeed,   and   discovered  a  great 
mystery  of  iniquity.     The  witnesses  made  oath  that 
they  had  heard  some  of  the  liverymen  [clergy]  fre- 
quently railing  at  their  mistress.     They  said,  **  she  was 
a  troublesome,  fiddlefaddle  old  woman,  and  so  cere- 
monious that  there  was  no  bearing  of  her.     They  were 
so  piqued  with  bowing  and  cringing  as  they  went  in 
and   out  of  the  room  that  their  backs  ached.     She 
used  to  scold  at  one  for  hb  dirty  shoes,  at  another  for 
his  greasy  hair,  and  not  combing  his  head :  that  she 
was  so  passionate  and  fiery  in  her  temper  that  there 
was  no   living  with  her;   she  wanted  something  to 
•sweeten  her  blood :  that  they  never  had  a  quiet  night's 
rest,  for  getting  up  in  the  morning  to  early  sacraments ; 
they  wished  they  could  find  some  way  or  another  to 
keep  the  old  woman  quiet  in  her  beiL"    Such  dis- 
courses were  often  overheard  among   the  liverymen, 
while  tlie  said  Yan  Ptschimsooker  had  undertaken  this 
matter.     A  maid  made  affidavit,  **  That  she  had  seen 
the  said  Yan  Ptschimsooker,  one  of  the  liverymen, 
frequently  making  up  of  medicines,  and  administering 
&em  to  all  the  neighbours ;    that  she  saw  him  one 
morning  make  up  the  powder  which  her  mbfress  took ; 
that  she  had  the  curiosity  to  ask  him  whence  he  had 
the  ingredients  ?    *  They  come,'  says  he,  *  from  several 
parts  of  de  world ;  ^dis  I  have  from  Geneva,  dat  from 
Home,  dis  white  powder  from  Amsterdam,  and  de  red 
from  Edinburgh  ;  but  de  chief  ingredient  of  all  come 
from  Turkey.'     It  was  likewife  proved  that  the  same 
Yan  Ptschimsooker  had  been  frequently  seen  at  the 
Rose  with  Jack,  who  was  known  to  bear  an  inveterate 
ipite  to  his  mistress  :  that  he  brought  a  certain  powder 
to  his  mistress,  which  the  examinant  believes  to  be  the 
same,  and  spoke  the  following  words :  *  Madam,  here 
is  grand  secret  van  de  world,  my  sweetning  powder,  it 
does  temperate  de  humour,  despel  de  wint,  and  cure 
de  vapour;   it  lullet  and  quietet  de  animal  spirits, 
procuring  rest  and  pleasant  dreams :  it  is  de  iofsllible 
leceipt  for  de  scurvy,  all  heats  in  de  bloot,  and  break- 
ing out  unon  de  skin :   it  is  de  true  bloot-stancber, 
stopping  all  fluxes  of  de  bloot;  if  you  do  t^e  dis,  yon 
will  never  ail  any  ding  ;  it  will  cure  you  of  all  dis- 
eases ;'  and  abundance  more  to  this  purpose,  which  the 
examinant  does  not  remember." 

John  Bull  was  intermpted  in  his  story  by  a  porter, 
tiiat  brought  him  a  letter  from  Nicholas  Frog,  which  is 
as  follows : — 

»  A  bishop,  sad  gresft  dealer  in  politks  wad  physic. 


CHAPTER  IX. 

A  Copy  of  Nie.  Frog's  Letter  [from  the  States^OMnl]  to  John 

Bun. 

[John  Bull  reads.] 

Friend  John, — "  What  Schellum  is  this  fiist  makei 

thee  jealous  of  thy  old  friend  Nicholas)    Hsit  thoa 

forgot  how  some  years  ago  he  took  thee  out  of  the 

spunging-house  f     [Alluding    to    the    RevolutioD.] 

rTis  true  my  friend  Nic.  did  so,  and  I  thank  bim ; 

but  he  made  me  pay  a  ewing:ing  •reckoning.]  "Thoa 

beginn'st  now  to  repent  thy  bargain  that  thoo  wast  n 

fond  of;  and  if  thou  durst,  would'st  forswear  thy  cm 

hand  and  seal.    Thou  say'st  tiiat  thou  hast  porduied 

me  too  great  an  estate  already  ;  when  at  the  same  time 

thou  know'st  I  have  only  a  mortgage ;  'tis  true  I  hsTe 

possession,  and  the  tenants  own  me  /or  master ;  bat  Im 

not  esquire  South  the  equity  of  rademptionr    [No 

doubt,  and  will  redeem  it  very  speedily ;  poor  Nic 

has  only  possession,  eleven  points  of  the  law/|    ^'  Ai 

for  the  tun^pikes  •  I  have  set  up,  they  are  (or  other 

people,  not  /or  my  friend  John ;  I  have  ordesed  nf 

servant  constantly  to  attend,  to  let  thy  carriages  through 

without  paying  anything ;  only  I  hope  thou  wilt  oot 

come  too  heavy  laden  to  spoil  my  ways.    Certaialj  I 

have  just  cause  of  offence  against  thee^  my  frieod,  U 

supposing  it  possible  that  thou  and  I  should  em 

quarrel :  what  houndsfoot  is  it  that  puts  thae  whimi 

in  thy  head  $    Ten  thousand  last  of  devils  haul  me,  if 

I  don't  love  thee  as  I  love  my  life."     [No  queitioQ,  u 

the  devil  loves  holy  water !]     *'  Does  not  thy  own  band 

and  seal  oblige  thee  to  purchase  for  me,  till  I  saj  it  ii 

enough  ?    Are  not  these  words  plain  1    I  say,  it  is  t>ot 

enough.     Dost  thou  think  thy  friend  Nicbolat  Frog 

made  a  child's  bargain?     Mark   the  words  of  thy 

contract,  tola  pecunia,  with  all  thy  niooey.''    (W 

well!   I  have  purchased  with  my  own  mooey,  fl>7 

children's,  and  my  grandchildren's  money,  is  not  thsl 

enough  f     Well,  tota  peoamia  let  it  be^  for  at  praMDt  I 

have  none  at  all ;  he  would  not  have  me  purchase  with 

other  people's  money,  sure  ?    Since  tota  ptaam  ii  the 

bargain,  1  think  it  is  plain,  no  'more  money,  ao  voagt 

purehase.]      *'And  whatever    the    world  may  t^h 

Nicholas  Frog  is  but  a  poor  man  in  comparisoo  of  the 

rich,  the  opulent  John   Bull,  great  dothiei  of  ^ 

world.    I  have  had  many  losses,  six  of  my  best  sbeef 

were  drowned,  and  the  water  has  come  into  my  oeOvt 

and  spoiled  a  pipe  of  my  best  brandy ;  it  would  be  s 

more  friendly  act  in  thee  to  carry  a  brief  about  the 

country  to  repair  the  losses  of  thy  {loor  friend,   h  it 

not  evident  to  all  the  world  that  I  am  still  hemmed  io 

by  Lewis  Baboon  ?    Is  he  not  just  upon  my  bordcnl 

[And  so  he  will  be,  if  I  purchase  a  thousand  [sots 

more,  imless  he  gets  somebody  betweoi  them.]   y 

tell  thee,  friend  John,  thou  hast  flatterers  that  penuid« 

thee  that  thou  art  a  man  of  business ;  do  not  belies « 

them ;  if  thou  would'st  still  leave  thy  affairs  io  dT 

hands,  thou  should  st  see  how  handsomdy  I  would  dou 

by  thee.     That  ever  thou  should'st  be  daiikd  with  ute 

enchanted   islands,  and  mountains  of  gold,  that  old 

Lewis  promises  thee!     'Dswoundsi  why  dost  thou  oat 

lay  out  thy  money  to  purchase  a  place  at  oooit,  a 

honest  Israel  9    I  tell  thee  thou  must  not  so  much  ai 

think  of  a  composition."     [Not  think  of  a  eompcaitiai^ 

that's  hard  indeed;  I  can^  help  thinking  of  it,  ifj 

would.]     **Thoa  complain*st  of  want  of  money;  ki 

thy  wife  and  daughters  bum  the  gold  lace  off  tbcir 

petticoats ;  sell  thy  fst  cattle ;  retrench  but  a  sirloin  « 

beef  and  peck-loaf  in  a  week  from  thy  gonnandUiaf 

guts.'*      [Retrench  mj  beef;  a  dogi     Retaeoch  af 

beef!  then  it  is  plain  the  lascal  has  an  ill  design  apoa 

me,  he  would  starve  me.]     "  Mortgage  thy  ™^  ^^ 

Bullock's  Hatch,  or  pawn  thy  crop  for  ten  yesrs."    [^ 

*  The  Dutch  piobibittoa  of  Inde. 
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n^e!  fut  with  my  coontry-wftt,  my  patrimony,  all 
that  I  UTf  feft  io'  the  world ;  111  lee  him  hanged 
fint]  "  Why  haft  thoa  changed  thy  attorney  f  Can 
iny  nan  manage  diy  oauae  better  for  thee  T*  [Very 
plttBot!  hecaote  a  man  has  a  good  attorney,  he  must 
omr  make  an  end  of  hit  lawsuit]  **Ah  John! 
Mm!  I  with  thou  knew^st  tliy  own  mind ;  thou  art  as 
llckleasthe  wind.  I  tall  thee,  thou  hadst  better  let 
fbb  eompositioo  allone^  or  leave  it  to  thy  loving  friend, 

"Nic.  Froo." 


CHAPTER  X. 


or  m>m  extnosdinary  things  •  that  paawd  at  th<*  Salutation 
Tkwn,  hi  A«  conference  between  ImU.  Frog,  eaquikv  South, 
and  Lewis  Baboon. 

Fsoo  bad  giTcn  his  word  that  he  would  meet  the 
iWe-mentiooed  company  at  the  Mutation  to  talk  of 
(hii  agicement.  Though  he  durst  not  directly  break 
hit  a^fpointment,  he  made  many  a  shuffling  excuse ; 
one  tune  he  pretended  to  be  seised  with  the  gout  in  his 
rij^t  knee;  then  he  got  a  great  cold,  that  had  struck 
him  deaf  of  one  ear;  afterward  two  of  his  coach^horses 
fell  lick,  and  he  durst  not  go  by  water  for  fear  of 
atchrng  sn  ague.  John  would  teke  no  excuse,  but 
burned  him  away :  "  Come,  Nic,"  says  he,  **  let's  go 
ind  hear  at  least  what  tiiis  old  fellow  has  to  propose. 
I  hope  tfaece's  no  hurt  in  that."—"  Be  it  so,*  quoth 
^K.',  "but  if  I  catch  any  harm,  woe  be  to  you ;  my 
vife  and  children  will  curse  tou  as  long  as  they  live.*' 
^ben  fher  were  come  to  the  Salutation,  John  con- 
ddded  all  was  sure  then,  and  that  he  should  be 
troaUcd  no  more  with  law  aflbirs ;  he  thought  every- 
body m  plain  and  aincere  as  he  was.  **  Well,  neigh- 
bran,**  qaoth  he,  "let*s  now  make  an  end  of  all 
Btten,  and  live  peaceably  together  for  the  time  to 
come ;  if  everybody  Is  as  well  inclined  as  I,  we  shall 
qQickly  come  to  uic  upshot  of  our  aflhir.*'  And  so 
pointing  to  FVog  to  say  something,  to  the  great  surprise 
of  all  the  company,  Prog  was  seised  with  the  dead 
lahy  in  the  tongue.  John  began  to  ask  him  some 
plain  qnestioiv,  and  whooped  and  hallooed  in  his  ear. 
**  Let'f  cone  to  the  point,  Nic. !  Who  wouldest  thou 
have  to  be  lord  Struttf  Wouldest  thou  have  Philip 
Baboon  f*  Nic.  shook  his  head,  and  said  nothing. 
''Wilt  thou  dien  have  esquire  South  to  be  lord 
S^rattf*  Nic.  shook  his  head  a  second  time.  "  Then 
vbo  the  devil  wilt  thou  havet  Say  something  or 
i^Mther.**  Nic  o]ieoed  hk  mouth,  and  pointed  to  his 
b>n^Qe,  and  cried,  "  A,  a,  a,  a  T"  which  was  as  much 
» to  ay,  he  could  not  speak.  John  Bull.—"  Shall  I 
•^e  Philip  Baboon  witn  broad-cloth,  and  accept  of 
the  composition  diat  he  oflen,  with  the  liberty  of  his 
pukf  and  fish-ponds  V  Then  Nic.  roared  like  a  bull, 
"0, 0, 0, 0  !^  John  Bull— *<  If  thou  wilt  not  let  me 
have  them,  wilt  thou  take  them  thyself  r  Then  Nic. 
primwd,  cackled,  and  laughed  till  he  was  like  to  kill 
bitntelf,  and  seemed  to  l»  so  pleased,  that  he  fell  a 
Ming  and  dancing  about  the  room.  John  Bull. — 
**$bau  I  leave  all  this  matter  to  thy  management, 
^ic.,  and  CO  about  my  busineas  T*  Then  Nic.  got  up 
a  glstt  and  drank  to  John,  shaking  him  by  the  hand, 
HII  be  had  like  to  have  shook  his  shoulder  out  of  joint. 
John  Bq11._««  I  understand  Aee,  Nic,  but  I  shall  make 
|W  ipi^k  before  I  go.**  Then  Nic.  put  his  finger 
^  bis  cheek,  and  made  it  cry  buck ;  which  was  as 
mnch  as  to  say,  I  care  not  a  farthing  for  thee. 
John  Ball— « 1  have  done,  Nic,  if  thou  wilt  not 
V^  I  win  make  my  own  terms  with  old  Lewis 
m.*"  l\tn  Nic.  lolled  out  his  tongue,  and  turned 
^  bis  bum  to  him ;  which  was  aa  much  as  to  say, 
kas—  • 

^ohn,  pereeivtDg  that  Frog  would  not  »psaky  turns  to 
old  Lewis:   Since  we  cannot  make    this  obstinate 

*ThetoMtyorVtncbt:  the  diflfcolty  Io  get  Ihem  lo  meet. 


fellow  speak,  Lewis,  pray  condescend  a  little  to  his 
humour,  and  set  down  thy  meaning  upon  paper,  that 
he  may  answer  it  in  another  scrap.** 

"  I  am  infinitely  sorry,'*  quoth  Lewis,  "  that  it  hap- 
pens so  unfortunately  ;  for  playing  a  little  at  cudgels 
t*other  day,  a  fellow  has  given  me  such  a  rap  over  the 
right  arm,  that  I  am  quite  lame :  I  have  lost  the  use  of 
my  forefinger  and  my  thumb,  so  that  I  caimot  hold 
my  pen.** 

John  B.  "  That's  all  one,  let  me  write  for  you.*' 

Lewia.  ^  But  I  have  a  misfortune,  that  I  cannot  read 
anybody's  hand  but  my  own.** 

John  B,  Try  what  you  can  do  with  vour  left  hand. 

LewU,  "That's  impossible;  it  will  make  such  a 
scrawl,  that  it  will  not  be  legible.** 

As  they  were  talking  of  this  matter,  in  came  esquire 
South,  all  dressed  up  in  feathers  and  ribbons,  stark 
staring  mad,  brandisliing  his  sword,  as  if  he  would  liave 
cut  off  their  heads ;  crying,  *'  Room,  room,  boys,  for 
the  grand  esquire  of  the  world !  the  Oower  of  esquires  !* 
What!  covered  in  my  presence?  Ill  crush  your 
souls,  and  crack  you  like  lice  !**  With  that  he  had 
like  to  have  struck  John  Bull's  hat  into  the  fire ;  but 
John,  who  was  pretty  strong-fisted,  gave  him  such  a 
sc^ueese  as  made  his  eyes  water.  He  went  on  still  in 
his  mad  pranks ;  "  When  I  am  lord  of  the  universe, 
the  sun  imall  prostrate  and  adore  me !  Thou,  Frog, 
shalt  be  my  bailiff;  Lewis  my  tailor;  and  thou,  Jolm 
Bull,  shalt  be  my  ibol  !** 

All  this  while  Frog  laughed  in  his  sleeve,  gave  the 
esquire  t'other  noggin  of  brandy ;  and  clapped  him  on 
the  back,  which  made  him  ten  times  madder. 

Poor  John  stood  in  amase,  talking  thus  to  himself: 
"  Well,  John,  thou  art  got  into  rare  company  ?  One 
has  a  dumb  devil,  t'other  a  mad  devil,  and  the  third  a 
spirit  of  infirmity.  An  honest  man  has  a  fine  time 
on't  among  such  rogues.  What  art  thou  asking  of 
them,  after  all  9  Some  mighty  boon  one  would  think  ? 
only  to  sit  quietly  at  thy  own  fireside.  'Sdeath,  what 
have  I  to  do  with  such  fellows  f  John  Bull,  after  all 
his  losses  and  crosses,  can  live  better  without  them 
than,  they  can  without  him.  Would  to  God  I  lived  a 
thousand  leagues  off  them !  but  the  devil's  in't,  John 
Bull  is  in,  and  John  Bull  must  get  out  as  well  as  he 
can.'* 

As  he  was  talking  to  himself,  he  observed  Frog  and 
old  Lewis  edging  toward  one  another  to  whisper  ;b  so 
that  John  was  fi)rced  to  sit  with  his  arms  a  kimbo  to 
keep  them  asunder. 

Some  people  advised  John  to  blood  Frog  under  the 
tongue,  or  take  away  his  bread  and  butter,  which 
would  certainly  make  him  speak ;  to  give  esauire 
South  hellebore ;  as  for  Lewis,  some  were  for  emollient 
poultices,  others  for  opening  his  arm  with  an  incision- 
knife. 


CHAPTER  XI. 

The  Appcehending,  Examination,  and  Imprisonment  of  Jack  for 

•uipiclon  of  Poisoning. 

The  attentive  reader  cannot  have  forgot  that  the  story 
of  Yan  Ptschimsooker's  powder  was  interrupted  by  a 
message  from  Frog.  I  have  a  natural  compassion  for 
curiosity,  being  much  troubled  with  the  distemper  my- 
self; therefore,  to  gratify  tliat  uneasy  itching  sensation 
in  my  reader,  I  have  procured  the  following  account 
of  that  matter. 

Yan  Ptschimsooker  came  off  (as  rogues  usually  do 
upon  such  occasions)  by  peaching  his  partner;  and 
being  extremely  forward  to  bring  him  to  the  gallows. 
Jack  was  accused  as  the  contriver  of  all  the  roguery. 

•  Some  atlempfal  of  Mciet  negotiation  between  the  Fhmch 
and  the  Dulch. 

b  The  archituke,  now  become  emperor  of  Oefiaaoy»  being 
ananimcmBly  elected  npon  the  death  of  Joseph  I. 
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And  indeed  it  happened  unfortunately  for  the  poor 
fellow,  that  he  was  known  to  bear  a  most  inreterate  spite 
against  the  old  gentlewoman ;  and,  consequently,  that 
never  any  ill  accident  happened  to  her  but  he  was 
suspected  to  be  at  the  bottom  of  it.  If  she  pricked  her 
finger.  Jack,  to  be  sure,  laid  the  pin  in  the  way ;  if 
some  noise  in  the  street  disturbed  her  rest,  who  could 
it  be  but  Jack  in  some  of  his  nocturnal  rambles  9  If 
a  servant  ran  away,  Jack  had  debauched  him  :  every 
idle  tittle-ftittle  that  went  about,  Jack  was  always 
suspected  for  the  author  of  it :  however,  all  was 
notniug  to  this  last  affair  of  the  temperating,  moderating 
powder. 

The  hue  and  cry  went  after  Jack  to  apprehend  him, 
dead  or  alive,  wherever  he  could  be  found.  The  con- 
stables looked  out  for  him  in  all  his  usual  haunts ;  but 
to  no  purpose.  Where  d'ye  think  they  found  him  at 
lastf  Even  smoking  his  pipe  very  quietly  at  his 
brother  Martin  s !  from  whence  he  was  carried  with  a 
vast  mob  at  his  heels  before  the  wonhipful  Mr.  Justice 
Overdo.  Several  of  his  neighbours  made  oath,  that  of 
late  the  prisoner  had  been  observed  to  lead  a  very  dis- 
solute life,  renouncing  even  his  usual  hypocrisy,  and 
pretences  to  sobriety :  that  he  frequented  taverns  and 
eating-houses,  and  had  been  often  guilty  of  drunken- 
ness and  gluttony  at  ray  lord  mayor's  bible :  that  he 
had  been  seen  in  the  company  of  lewd  women  :  that 
he  had  transferred  his  usual  care  of  the  engrossed  copy 
of  his  father's  will  to  bank-bills,  orders  for  tallies,  and 
debentures :  these  he  now  affirmed,  with  more  literal 
truth,  to  be  meat,  drink,  and  cloth,  the  philosopher's 
stone,  and  the  universal  medicine:  that  he  was  so  far 
from  allowing  his  customary  reverence  to  the  will,  that 
he  kept  company  with  those  that  called  his  father  a 
cheatrag  rogue,  and  hb  will  a  forgery :  that  he  not 
only  sat  quietly  and  heard  his  father  railed  at,  but 
often  chimed  in  with  the  discourse,  and  hugged  the 
authors  as  his  bosom  friends :  that  instead  of  asking 
for  blows  at  the  comers  of  the  streets,  he  now  bestowed 
them  as  plentifully  as  he  begged  them  before.  In 
short  that  ne  was  grown  a  mere  rake ;  and  had  nothing 
left  in  him  of  old  Jack,  except  his  ^te  to  John  Bull's 
mother. 

Another  witness  made  oath,  that  Jack  had  been 
overheard  bragging  of  a  trick*  he  had  found  out  to 
manage  the  old  formal  jade,  aa  he  used  to  call  her. 
"  Damn  this  numskull  of  mine,**  quoth  he,  **  that  I 
could  not  light  on  it  sooner.  As  long  as  I  go  in  this 
ragged  tattered  coat,  I  am  so  well  known  that  I  am 
hunted  away  firom  the  old  woman's  door  by  every  bark- 
ing cur  about  the  house ;  they  bid  me  defiance.  There's 
no  doing  mischief  as  an  open  enemy ;  I  must  find  some 
way  or  other  of  getting  within  doors,  and  then  I  shall 
have  better  opportunities  of  playing  my  pranks,  beside 
the  benefit  of  good  keeping.** 

Two  witnesses  swore  *>  that  several  years  ago,  there 
came  to  their  mistresses  door  a  young  fellow  in  a  tat- 
tered coat,  that  went  by  the  name  of  Timothy  Trim, 
whom  they  did  in  their  conscience  believe  to  be  the 
very  prisoner,  resembling  him  in  shape,  stature,  and 
the  features  of  his  countenance ;  that  tne  said  Timothy 
Trim  being  taken  into  the  family,  clapped  their  mis- 
tress's livery  over  bis  own  tattered  coat :  that  the  said 
Timothy  was  extremely  officious  about  their  mistresses 
person,  endeavouring  by  flattery  and  tale-bearing  to 
set  her  against  the  rest  of  her  servants ;  nobody  was  so 
ready  to  fetch  anything  that  was  wanted,  to  reach  what 
was  dropped;  that  he  used  to  shove  and  elbow  his 
fellow-servants  to  ^  near  his  mistress,  especially  when 
money  was  a  paying  or  receiving ;  tlien  he  was  never 
out  of  the  way;  that  he  was  extremely  diligent  about 
•veryb«)y*i  business  but  his  own :  that  tliesaid  Timo- 

*  Gettiag  iato  dmr^  prafarmenli  bv  ocoukMl  eonformitv. 
k  Betnyiag  tm  iaistesli  of  the  ehordi  wksn  m  ptsteoMit^ 


thy,  while  he  was  in  the  fhmily,  used  to  be  playlni^ 
roguish  tricks ;  when  his  mistress's  back  wss  tunial, 
he  would  loll  out  his  tongue,  make  mouths,  and  kngh 
at  her,  walking  behind  her  like  harleqain,  ndiculhii; 
her  motions  a&d  gestures ;  but  if  his  mistress  looked 
about,  he  put  on  a  grave  demitre  oonntenaoce,  ss  if  be 
had  been  in  a  flt  of  devotion :  that  he  used  often  to 
trip  up  stairs  so  smoothly  that  you  could  not  beir 
him  tread,  and  put  all  things  out  of  order :  that  be 
would  pinch  the  children  and  servants,  when  be  met 
them  in  the  dark,  so  hard  that  he  left  the  print  of  hii 
forefinger  and  his  thumb  in  black  and  blue,  and  then 
slink  into  a  comer  as  if  nobody  had  done  it:  oat  of 
the  same  malicious  design  he  used  to  lay  chain  and 
jointstools  in  their  way,  that  they  might  break  tbeir 
noses,  by  falling  over  them :  the  more  young  and  un* 
experienced  he  used  to  teach  to  talk  saucily,  sud  call 
names  :  during  his  stay  in  the  family,  there  was  mack 
plate  missing ;  being  caught  with  a  couple  of  silm 
spoons  in  his  pocket,  with  their  handles  wrenched  oS, 
he  said  he  was  only  going  to  carry  them  to  the  gold* 
smith  8  to  be  mended  :  that  the  said  Timothy  was  bafd 
by  all  the  honest  servants  for  his  ilI*conditioDtd«  ^^ 
netic  tricks,  but  especially  for  his  slanderous  toofK; 
traducing  them  to  dieir  mistroa,  as  drunkards,  tbitvei, 
and  whoremasters ;  that  the  said  Timothy,  by  Ijiog 
stories,  used  to  set  idl  the  family  together  by  the  on. 
taking  delight  to  make  them  fight  and  quarrel;  par* 
ticularly  one  day  sitting  at  talue,  he  spoke  words  to 
this  efi'ect :  <*  I  am  of  opwiou,''  quoth  he,  **  that  little 
short  feUows,  such  as  we  are,  have  better  hearts,  aiil 
could  beat  the  tall  fellows :  1  w'vAk  it  came  to  a  bit 
trial ;  I  believe  these  long  follows,  as  sightly  aa  tbey 
are,  riiould  find  their  jackets  well  thwacked."* 

A  parcel  of  tall  fellows,  who  thought  thenudfes  af- 
fronted by  the  discourse,  took  up  the  quarrel,  and  tot 
tbey  went,  the  tall  men  and  the  low  men,  which  cou- 
tinues  still  a  faction  in  the  family  to  the  great  disoidcr 
of  our  mistress's  affairs  :  the  said  Timothy  carried  thb 
frolic  so  far,  that  he  proposed  to  his  mistreaa,  that  sbe 
should  entertain  no  servant  that  was  above  four  M 
seven  inches  high ;  and  fur  that  piurpose  had  prepsred  a 
gauge,  by  which  they  were  to  be  measured.  The  g»^ 
old  gentlewoman  was  not  so  simple  as  to  go  into  bit 
project ;  she  began  to  smell  a  rat.  "  This  Trim, 
quoth  she,  '^  is  an  odd  sort  of  a  fellow ;  metfainks  be 
makes  a  strange  figure  with  that  ragged,  uttered  coat, 
appearing  under  bis  livery ;  can't  be  go  sproce  and 
clean  like  the  rest  of  the  servants?  the  felW  has  a 
roguish  leer  with  him,  which  I  don't  like  by  anv 
means ;  besides,  he  has  such  a  twang  in  his  diaeoant, 
and  an  ungraceful  way  of  speaking  through  hit  noie, 
that  one  can  hardly  understand  him  ;  I  wish  the  fellov 
be  not  tainted  with  some  bad  disease.**  The  witncoa 
further  made  oath,  that  the  said  Timothy  lay  oot  a- 
nights,  and  went  abroad  often  at  unseasonable  houn; 
and  it  was  credibly  reported  he  did  busineas  in  an^ 
family ;  that  he  pretended  to  have  a  aqueamiah  atoroacb, 
and  could  not  eat  at  table  with  the  rest  of  the  servauN 
though  this  was  but  a  pretence  to  provide  some  nicf 
bit  for  himself;  that  he  refused  to  dine  upon  aalt  feb. 
only  to  have  an  opportunity  to  eat  a  ealfa  bcsd 
(his  favourite  dish)  in  private ;  that  for  all  hia  tesdcr 
stomach,  when  he  was  gut  by  himself,  he  could  drvoor 
capons,  turkeys,  and  sirloins  of  beef  like  a  ooriDan»t> 

Two  other  witnesses  gave  the  following  evidtnce: 
That  in  his  officious  attendance  upon  his  miatrea»  be 
had  tried  to  slip  a  powder  into  her  dnnk ;  and  that  be 
was  once  caught  endeavouring  to  stifle  hm  widi  a 
pillow  as  she  was  asleep :  that  he  and  Ptachtnisooka 
were  oAen  in  close  conference,  and  that  they  uxd  to 


•  Hw  diflUBctioa  in  the 
churchaieii. 
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drink  togtAtt  at  tht  Rom,  what  it  leemf  Im  waf  wril 
CDoagli  known  by  his  true  name  of  Jack. 

Tbt  priaoiMr  had  little  to  tay  in  hie  defence ;  he  en- 
dtifoand  to  prove  hinuelf  aitbi;  h>  that  the  trial 
taimd  apon  uia  ihifle  qoeetioii,  whether  the  said 
Tiaodiy  Trim  and  Jack  were  the  same  personf  which 
vtt  profsd  hy  such  plain  tokens,  and  particularly  by 
s  mole  under  the  left  pap^  that  theie  was  no  with- 
madiaf  the  evidence;  therefore  the  worshipful  Mr. 
Joities  eoamitted  him,  in  order  to  his  trial. 


CHAPTER  XII. 


lliw  Jadi's  PrWnda  came  to  visit  him  ia  Priion,  sud  whal 
Advice  they  gav«  him. 

JACt  lutherto  had  passed  in  the  world  for  a  poor, 
fHnpIe,  veil-meaning,  half-witted,  crack-brained  fel- 
low. People  were  strangely  surprised  to  find  him  in 
mch  ft  roguery ;  that  he  diould  disguise  himself  under 
sfskasae,  hire  himself  out  for  a  servant  to  an  old 
geotlevmnan  only  for  an  opportunity  to  poison  her. 
Tbey  ssid  that  it  was  more  generous  to  profess  open 
tnmity  than,  under  a  profound  dissimulation,  to  be 
guilty  of  such  a  scandalous  breach  of  trust,  and  of  the 
•acfed  rites  of  hoepitality.  In  short,  the  action  was 
Qnirmlly  condemned  l^  his  best  IHends ;  they  told 
kim,  iu  i^ain  terms,  that  Uiis  was  come  as  a  judgment 
opoo  hin  far  hi*  looee  life,  his  gluttony,  drunkenness, 
•nd  avtrice;  far  laying  aside  his  father*s  will  in  an  old 
awildy  trunk,  and  turning  stockjobber,  newsmonger, 
■id  busybody,  meddling  with  other  people's  affairs, 
■kaking  off  his  old  serious  friends,  and  keeping  com- 
puj  with  hoffoORS  and  pickpockets,  his  father  s  sworn 
amm :  that  he  had  best  throw  himself  upon  the 
oMcy  of  the  court;  repent,  and  change  his  manners. 
To  ssy  truth.  Jack  heard  these  discourses  with  some 
eomponction ;  however,  he  resolved  to  try  what  his 
Mw  soquaintanoe  would  do  for  him :  they  sent  Ha- 
kikkuk  Slybooti,^  who  delivered  him  the  following 
■Bcnage,  at  the  peremptory  commands  of  his  trusty 
Companions. 

HvbaJkhik,  Dear  Jack,  I  am  sorry  for  thy  misfor^ 
^n«:  antten  have  not  been  carried  on  with  due 
vcKcj ;  however,  we  must  make  the  best  of  a  bad 
kofsin :  thou  art  in  the  utmost  jeopardy,  that's  cer- 
tain; hang,  dmw,  and  quarter  are  the  gentlest  things 
(key  talk  of.  However,  thy  faithful  friends,  ever 
watcbfal  fat  thy  securi^,  bid  me  tell  thee,  that  they 
kue  one  mfaSible  expedient  left  to  save  thy  life :  thou 
mtat  know,  we  have  got  into  some  understanding  with 
tbe  nieniy,  by  the  means  of  Don  Diego ;  he  anures  us 
tkfle  it  no  mercy  for  thee,  and  that  then  is  only  one 
vsjr  left  to  escape ;  it  is  indeed  somewhat  out  of  the 
CMnmoo  road ;  however,  be  assured  it  is  the  result  of 
BQit  mature  deliberation. 

Jack  Prithee  tell  me  quickly,  for  my  heart  is  sunk 
down  into  die  very  bottom  of  my  belly. 

tia^.  It  IS  the  unanimous  opinion  of  yonr  friends, 
^  yon  make  as  if  you  hanged  yourself  ;*>  diey  will 
r^  it  out  that  you  are  quite  dead,  and  convey  yonr 
koiiy  out  of  prison  in  a  bier ;  and  John  Bull,  being 
kumd  with  has  lawsoit,  will  not  inquire  further  into 
tbe  matter. 

Jfk  How  d*ye  mean,  make  as  if  I  hanged  myself? 

tfa6.  Nay,  you  must  really  hang  yourself  un^  in  a 
tnn  Kwaioe  nupe,  that  there  may  appear  no  trick  in  it, 
wd  leave  the  rest  to  your  fHcnds. 

Jock,  Truly  this  is  a  matter  of  some  concern ;  and 
ny friends,  I  hope,  wont  take  it  ill  if  I  inquire  a 

«  Hfttaakkak  fAybooCs*  a  grsat  man  who  persiudad  the  dis- 
*^lm  to  eoDiaBt  lo  ttie  biU  tgsintt  eo&foimiky. 
^  C«BMal  to  tlw  tani  sipunsi  oecasiooal  eantbrmity. 


little  into  the  means  by  which  they  intend  to  deliver 
me :  a  rope  and  a  noose  are  no  jesting  matters ! 

Hah,  Why  so  miatmstful  ?  hast  thou  ever  found  us 
false  to  thee?  I  tell  thee,  there  is  one  ready  to  cut 
thee  down. 

Jack,  May  I  presume  to  ask  who  it  is  that  is  in- 
trusted with  so  important  an  office  ? 

HtA,  Is  there  no  end  of  thy  bows  and  thy  whys? 
That's  a  secret. 

Jack,  A  secret,  perhaps,  that  I  may  be  safely  trusted 
with,  for  I  am  not  likely  to  tell  it  again.  I  tell  you 
plainly,  it  is  no  strange  thing  for  a  man,  before  he 
nangs  himself  up,  to  inquire  who  is  to  cut  him  down. 

Hab»  Thou  suspicious  creature !  if  thou  must  needs 
know  it,  I  tell  thee  it  is  sir  Roger :  *  he  has  been  in 
tears  ever  since  thy  misfortune.  Don  Diego  and  we 
have  laid  it  so,  that  he  is  to  be  in  the  next  room  ;  and 
before  the  rope  is  well  about  thy  neck,  rest  satisfied,  be 
will  break  in  and  cut  thee  down  :  fear  not,  old  boy ; 
well  do  it.  111  warrant  thee. 

Jack.  So  I  must  hang  myself  up  upon  hopes  that 
sir  Roger  will  cut  me  down,  and  all  this  upon  the 
credit  of  Don  Diego  f  a  fine  stmtagem  indeed  to  save 
my  life,  that  depends  upon  hanging,  Don  Diego  and 
sir  Roger! 

Hah.  I  tell  thee  there  is  a  mystery  in  all  this,  my 
friend,  a  piece  of  profound  policy ;  if  thou  knewest 
what  good  this  will  do  to  the  common  cause,  thy  heart 
would  leap  for  joy :  I  am  sure  thou  wouldst  not  delay 
the  experiment  one  moment. 

Jack,  That  is  to  tlie  tune  of,  All  for  the  better. 
What  B  your  cause  to  me  when  I  am  hanged  f 

Hab.  Refractory  mortal !  if  thou  wilt  not  trust  thy 
friends,  take  what  follows  :  know  assuredly,  before  next 
full  moon,  that  thou  wilt  be  hung  up  iu  chains,  or  thy 
Quarters  perching  upon  the  most  conspicuous  places  in 
tne  kingdom.  Nay  I  don*t  believe  they  will  be  con- 
tented with  hanging ;  they  talk  of  impaling,  or  break- 
ing on  the  wheel ;  and  thou  choosest  that  before  a 
gentle  suspending  of  thyself  for  one  minute.  Hang- 
ing is  not  so  painful  a  thing  as  thou  imaginest.  I 
have  spoke  with  several  that  have  undergone  it ;  thej 
all  i^ee  it  is  no  manner  of  uneasiness ;  be  sure  thou 
take  good  notice  of  the  symptoms,  the  relation  will  be 
curious.  It  is  but  a  kicK  or  two  with  thy  heels  and  a 
wry  mouth  or  so :  sir  Roger  will  be  with  thee  in  the 
twinkling  of  an  eye. 

Jack,  But  what  if  sir  Roger  should  not  come,  will 
my  friends  be  there  to  succour  me  f 

Hab.  Doubt  it  not ;  I  will  provide  everything  against 
to-morrow  morning ;  do  thou  keep  thy  own  secret ;  say 
nothing :  I  tell  thet  it  is  absolutely  necessary  for  the 
common  good  that  thou  should'st  go  through  this 
operation. 

CHAPTER  XIII. 

How  Jaek  hanged  himtelf  ap  hv  the  penuadon  of  his  Friends, 
who  brolie  their  Woidi,  and  Irft  Kit  Neck  in  the  Noose. 

Jack  was  a  professed  enemy  to  implicit  faith,  and  yet, 
I  dare  aay,  it  was  never  more  strongly  exerted,  nor  more 
basely  abused,  than  upan  this  occasion.  He  was  now 
with  his  old  friends,  in  the  state  of  a  poor  disbanded 
officer  after  a  peace,  or  rather  a  wounded  soldier  after 
a  battle ;  like  an  old  favourite  of  a  cunning  minister 
afler  the  job  is  over  :  or  a  decayed  beauty  to  a  cloyed 
lover  iu  quest  of  new  game ;  or  like  a  hundred  such 
things  that  one  sees  every  day.  There  wera  new  in- 
trigues, new  views,  new  projects  on  foot  i  Jack  s  life 
was  the  purchase  of  Diego's  friendship,^  much  good 
may  it  do  them.     The  interest  of  Hocus  and  sir  Wil- 

*  It  was  given  out  that  the  earl  of  Oxford  would  oppose  the 
hill,  and  loae  hie  credit  with  the  Tories, 
b  The  aarl  of  Nottingham. 
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Ham  Crawley,  which  was  now  more  at  heart,  made 
this  operation  upon  poor  Jack  absolutely  necessary. 
You  may  easily  guess,  that  his  rest  that  night  was  hut 
small  and  much  disturbed;  however,  tlie  remaining 
part  of  his  time  he  did  not  employ  (as  his  custom  was 
formerly)  in  prayer,  meditation,  or  singing  a  double 
verse  of  a  psalm  :  but  amused  himself  with  disposing 
of  his  bank-stock.  Many  a  doubt,  many  a  qualm, 
overspread  his  clouded  imagination  :  "  Must  I  then," 
quoth  he,  **  hang  up  my  own  personal,  natural,  indi- 
vidual self,  with  Uiese  two  nands?  Durvt  termo! 
What  if  I  should  be  cut  down,  as  my  friends  tell 
me  ?  There  is  something  infamous  in  the  very  attempt ; 
the  world  will  conclude  I  had  a  guilty  conscience.  Is 
it  possible  tliat  good  man,  sir  Roger,  can  have  so 
much  pity  upon  an  unfortunate  scoundrel  that  has 

rrsecuted  him  so  many  years?  No,  it  cannot  be; 
don't  love  favours  that  pass  through  Don  Diego's 
hands.  On  the  other  side,  my  blood  chills  about  my 
heart  at  the  thought  of  these  rogues,  with  their  bloody 
hands  grabbing  in  my  guts,  and  pulling  out  my  very 
entrails  :  hang  it,  for  once  111  trust  my  friends.*'  So 
Jack  resolved ;  but  he  had  done  more  wisely  to  have 
put  himself  upon  the  trial  of  his  country,  and  made 
nis  defence  in  form  ;  many  things  ha])pen  between  the 
cup  and  the  lip ;  witnesses  might  have  been  bribed, 
juries  managed,  or  prosecution  stopped.  But  so  it  was, 
Jack  for  this  time  had  a  sufficient  stock  of  implicit 
&ith,  which  led  him  to  his  ruin,  as  the  sequel  of  the 
story  shows. 

And  now  the  fatal  day  was  come,  in  which  he  was 
to  try  this  hanging  experiment  His  friends  did  not 
fail  him  at  the  appointed  hour,  to  see  it  put  in  prac- 
tice. Habakkuk  brought  him  a  smooth,  strong,  tough 
rope,  made  of  many  a  ply  of  wholesome  Scandinavian 
hemp,  compactly  twisted  together,  with  a  noose  that 
slipt  as  glib  as  a  birdcatcher  s  gin.  Jack  shrunk  and 
grew  pale  at  first  sight  of  it:;  he  handled  it,  measured 
it,  stretched  it,  fixed  it  against  the  iron  bar  of  the  win- 
dow to  try  its  strength ;  but  no  familiarity  could  re- 
concile him  to  it.  He  found  fault  wifh  the  length,  the 
thickness,  and  the  twist ;  nay,  the  very  colour  did  nut 
please  him.  "  Will  nothing  less  than  hanging  serve?'' 
quoth  Jack.  "  Won't  my  enemies  take  bail  for  my 
good  behaviour?  Will  they  accept  of  a  fine,  or  be 
satisfied  with  the  pillory  and  imprisonment,  a  good 
round  whipping,  or  burning  in  tlie  cheek ?' 

Hab,  Nothing  but  your  blood  will  appease  their 
rage ;  make  haste,  else  we  shall  be  discovered.  There's 
nothing  like  surprising  the  rogues ;  how  they  will  be 
disappointed  when  they  hear  that  thou  hast  prevented 
their  revenge,  and  hanged  thine  own  self! 

Jack.  That's  true;  but  what  if  I  should  do  it  in 
effigies  ?  Is  there  never  an  old  pope  or  pretender  to  liang 
up  in  my  stead  ?  we  are  not  so  unlike,  but  it  may  pass. 

Hab,  That  can  never  be  put  upon  sir  Roger. 

Jack,  Are  you  sure  he  is  in  the  next  room  ?  Have 
you  provided  a  very  sharp  knife,  in  case  of  the  worst? 

Hab.  Dost  take  me  for  a  common  liar  ?  be  satisfied, 
no  rlamage  can  happen  to  your  person ;  your  friends 
will  take  care  of  tnat 

Jack,  Mayn't  I  quilt  my  rope?  it  galls  my  neck 
strangely :  besides,  I  don't  like  this  running  knot,  it 
holds  too  tight;  I  may  be  stifled  all  of  a  sudden. 

Hab.  Thou  hast  so  many  ifs  and  ands ;  prithee  de- 
spatch ;  it  might  have  been  over  before  this  time. 

Jack,  But  now  I  think  on't,  I  would  fain  settle  some 
affairs,  for  fear  of  the  worstj  have  a  little  patience. 

Hab.  There's  no  having  patience,  thou  art  such  a 
faintling,  silly  creature. 

Jack.  O  thou  most  detestable,  abominable  passive 
obedience!  did  I  ever  imagine  I  should  become  thy 
votary  in  so  pregnant  an  instance  t  How  will  my 
brother  Martin  laugh  at  this  story,  to  see  himself  out- 


done in  hifl  own  calling?  He  has  taken  the  doctrine, 
and  left  me  the  practice. 

No  sooner  had  he  uttesed  these  words,  hnt,  like  a 
man  of  true  courage,  he  tied  the  fatal  cord  to  the  beam, 
fitted  the  noose,  and  mounted  upon  the  bottom  of  a  tab, 
the  inside  of  which  he  had  often  graced  in  bis  prosper- 
ous days.  This  footstool  Habakkuk  kicked  away,  sod 
left  poor  Jack  swinging,  like  the  pendulum  of  Psnl'i 
clock.  The  fatal  noose  performed  its  office,  and  with 
most  strict.ligature  squeeied  the  blood  into  histaoe, 
till  it  assumed  a  purple  dye.  While  the  poor  nuii 
heaved  from  the  very  bottom  of  his  belly  for  bresdi, 
Habakkuk  walked  with  great  delibenUion  into  botli 
the  upper  and  lower  room  to  acquaint  his  friends,  vbo 
received  the  news  with  great  temper,  and  with  jent 
and  scoffs,  instead  of  pity.  "  Jack  has  hanged  him- 
self!" quoth  they;  ''let  us  go  and  see  how  the  pocr 
rogue  swings."  Then  they  called  sir  Roger.  **Sa 
Roger,"  quoth  Habakkuk,  *'  Jack  has  hanged  binudf; 
make  haste  and  cut  him  down."  Sir  Roger  toned 
first  one  ear,  and  then  t'other,  not  understanding  whai 
he  said. 

Hab.  I  tell  you.  Jack  has  hanged  himself  up. 

SirR.  Who's  hanged? 

Hab,  Jack. 

Sir  R.  I  thought  this  had  not  been  hanging  dsy. 

Hab.  But  the  poor  fellow  has  hanged  himself. 

Sir  R.  Then  let  him  hang ;  I  don't  wonder  at  iC 
the  fellow  has  been  mad  these  twenty  yeack  With 
this  he  slunk  away. 

Tiien  Jack's  friends  began  to  hunch  and  push  one 
another.  ''  Why  don't  vou  go  and  cut  the  poor  fellov 
down?  Why  don't  youf  And  why  don't  you?"  "Not 
1,"  quoth  one;  "Not  V'  quoth  another;  "Noli; 
quoth  a  third ;  '*  he  may  hang  'till  doomsday  before  I 
relieve  him." — Nay,  it  is  credibly  reported,  that  Ihey 
were  so  far  from  succouring  their  poor  friend  in  thii 
his  dismal  circumstance,  that  Ptschimsooker  and  Kf  eral 
of  his  companions  went  in  and  pulled  him  by  the  legs* 
and  thumped  him  on  the  breast. — ^Then  they  b^an  to 
rail  at  him  for  the  very  thing  which  they  had  adfised 
and  justified  before,  viz.,  his  gettimg  into  the  old  gen- 
tlewoman's family,  and  putting  on  her  livery.  The 
keeper,  who  performed  the  last  office,  coming  up,  found 
Jack  swinging,  with  no  life  in  him  ;  he  took  down  the 
body  gently,  and  laid  it  on  a  bulk,  and  brought  oat 
the  rope  to  the  company.  *'  This,  gentlemoi,  i«  tberope 
that  hanged  Jack ;  what  must  be  done  with  it  f '  t'poo 
which  ,'they  ordered  it  to  be  laid  among  the  cnriodtiei 
of  Gresham  College,  and  it  is  called  Jack's  rope  to  this 
very  day.  However,  Jack,  after  all,  had  some  nnaU 
tokens  of  life  in  him,  but  lies  at  this  time  past  hope  of 
a  total  recovery,  with  his  head  hanging  on  one  shoulder, 
without  speech  or  motion.  The  coroner's  inque^  sup- 
posing him  to  be  dead,  brought  him  in  N<m  Comju. 


CHAPTER  XIV. 
Tlie  Conferenoe  between  Don  I>i«tgo  and  John  BolL 

DuBiNo  the  time  of  the  foregoing  traosactians^  D<n 
Diego  was  entertaining  John  Bull. 

Diego.  I  hope,  sir,  this  day's  proceeding  will  «»«- 
vince  you  of  the  sincerity  of  your  old  friend  Diego,  ai»i 
the  treachery  of  sir  Roger. 

Bull,  What's  the  matter  now  ? 

Diego,  You  have  been  endeavouring,  for  several  years 
to  have  justice  done  upon  that  rogue  Jack  ;  but  what 
through  the  remissness  of  constables,  justices,  a^ 
packed  juries,  he  has  always  found  the  means  to  escA{«- 

BuU,  What  then? 

Diego,  Consider,  then,  who  is  your  best  friend :  he 
that  would  have  brought  him  to  condign  punisliaierit. 
or  he  that  has  saved  him.  By  my  persuasion  Jack  bad 
hanged  himself  if  sir  Roger  had  not  cut  him  dovn. 
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BiUL  Who  told  yon  that  rir  Roger  hat  done  aof 

Iheyo.  Yon  eeem  to  receive  me  coldly ;  methinks 
my  eetvieei  deserve  a  better  return. 

BmU.  Since  you  value  yourself  upon  hanging  thii 
iMvor  tconndreU  I  tell  you,  when  I  have  any  more  hang- 
iti^  work,  I'll  tend  for  thee;  I  have  aome  better  em- 
ployment for  rir  Roffer ;  in  the  mean  time,  I  deaire  the 
poor  iellow  may  be  looked  after.  When  he  fint  came 
out  of  tlw  north  country  into  my  family,  under  the 
pretended  name  of  Timothy  Trim,  the  fellow  seemed 
to  mind  his  loom  and  his  spinning  wheel,  till  somebody 
turned  his  head  ;  then  he  grew  so  pragmatical,  that  he 
ttx>k  upon  him  the  govemmeut  of  my  whole  family. 
I  could  never  order  anything  within  or  without  doors, 
but  be  must  be  always  giving  his  counsel,  forsooth ; 
nevertheless,  tell  him  I  will  forgive  what  is  past;  and 
if  he  would  mind  his  business  for  the  future,  and  not 
meddle  out  of  his  own  sphere,  he  will  find  that  John 
BuU  is  not  of  a  cruel  disposition. 

Ditg:  Yet  all  your  skilful  physicians  say  that  no- 
thing can  recover  your  mother,  but  a  piece  of  Jack  s 
liver  boiled  in  her  soup. 

BmU.  Those  are  quacks;  my  mother  abhors  such 
rannibal's  food;  she  is  in  perfect  health  at  present ;  I 
would  have  given  many  a  good  pound  to  have  had  her 
<»  well  scNue  time  ago.  There  are,  indeed,  two  or 
tiuv«  old  troublesome  nurses,*  that,  because  they  be- 
lieve I  am  tender-hearted,  will  never  let  me  have  a 
quiet  night's  rest  with  knocking  me  up  :  "  Oh,  sir,  your 
mother  is  taken  extremely  ill!  she  is  falling  into  a 
Citiiting  fit!  she  has  a  great  emptiness,  wants  suste- 
nauee!" — This  is  only  to  recommend  themselves  for 
their  great  care ;  John  Bull,  as  simple  as  he  i%  under- 
stands a  little  of  a  pulse. 


CHAPTER  XV. 


Tbe  Sequel  of  the  Meeting  at  the  9slutatioB> 

Whkrb,  I  think,  I  left  John  BuU,  sitting  between  Nic. 
Fm^  and  Lewis  Baboon,  with  his  arms  a-kimbo,  in 
gTvat  concern  to  keep  Lewis  and  Nic.  asunder.  As 
watchful  as  he  was,  Nic.  found  the  means  now  and 
then  to  steal  a  whisper,  and  by  a  cleanly  conveyance 
cuider  tbe  table,  to  slip  a  short  note  into  Lewises  hand; 
which  Jjewh  as  slyly  put  into  John*s  pocket,  with  a 
tiiuch  or  a  jog,  to  warn  him  what  he  was  about  John 
LmI  the  curiosity  to  retire  into  a  comer  to  peruse  these 
b.llcts  doax*  of  Nic's ;  wherein  he  found,  that  Nic. 
had  need  great  freedoms  both  with  his  interest  and 
r»-fmtation.  One  contained  these  words :  "  Dear 
I^rwis,  thou  see'st  clearly  that  this  blockhead  can 
bevcr  bring  his  matters  to  bear :  let  thee  and  me  talk 
ti»- night  by  oucselves  at  the  Rose,  and  III  give  thee 
natts^tioQ.*'  Another  was  thus  expressed  :  "  Friend 
I^ewis,  has  thy  sense  quite  forsaken  thee,  to  make 
Rnll  puch  offers  f  Hold  fast,  part  with  nothing,  and  I 
will  give  thee  a  better  bargain,  HI  warrant  thee.** 

In  some  of  his  billets  he  told  Lewis,  '^  That  John 
Bull  was  under  his  guardianship ;  that  the  best  part  ot 
Ini  servants  were  at  his  command;  that  he  could 
ha%'e  John  gagged  and  bound  whenever  he  pleased  by 
the  people  of  his  own  family. ""  In  all  these  epistles, 
tJiicVhead,  dunce,  ass,  coxcomb,  were  the  best  epiriiets 
he  i^ve  poor  John.  In  others  be  threatened,**  *'  That 
he,  sqnij«  South,  and  the  rest  of  the  tradesmen,  would 
Uy  Lewis  down  upon  his  back,  and  beat  out  his  teeth, 
if  be  did  not  retire  immediately  and  break  up  the 
mrrting.** 

I  fancy  I  need  not  tell  my  reader,  that  John  often 

•  New  elMBoars  ahoat  the  dengrr  of  tho  Chardi. 
^  At  the  Congrae*  of  Utrecht. 

'  %fme  ofrn  of  thH  Dateh  at  thai  time.  In  order  to  xst  ^he 
or^otiatuia  into  their  hsnds. 
^  ThwSwihig  that  the  allies  woald  carry  on  the  war. 


I  changed  colour  as  he  read,  and  that  his  fingers  itched 
to  give  Nic.  a  good  slap  on  the  chops ;  but  he  wisely 
moderated  his  choleric  temper.  **  I  saved  this  fellow," 
quoth  he,  ^  from  the  gallows,  when  he  ran  away  fhmi 
his  last  master,*  because  I  thought  he  was  harshly 
treated ;  but  tbe  rogue  was  no  sooner  safe,  imder  my 
protection,  than  he  begain  to  lie,  pilfer,  and  steal,  like 
the  devil.^  When  I  first  set  him  up  in  a  warm  hotise 
he  had  hardly  put  up  his  sign,  when  he  began  to 
debauch  my  best  etistomers  from  me:  then  it  waa 
his  constant  practice  to  rob  my  fish-ponds,  not  only  to 
feed  his  family,  but  to  trade  with  the  fishmongers ;  I 
connived  at  the  fellow,  till  he  began  to  tell  me  that 
they  were  his  as  much  as  mine.  In  my  manor  of 
Eastcheap,  because  it  lay  at  some  distance  from  my 
constant  inspection,  he  broke  down  my  fences,  robbed 
my  orchards,  and  beat  my  servants.  When  I  used  to 
reprimand  him  for  his  tricks,  he  would  talk  saucily, 
lie,  and  braaen  it  out  as  if  he  had  done  nothing  amiss. 
Will  nothing  cure  thee  of  thy  pranks,  Nic.  t  quoth  I. 
I  shall  be  forced  some  time  m  other  to  chastise  thee. 
The  rogue  got  up  his  cane,  and  threatened  me,  and 
was  well  thwacked  for  his  pains.  Bnt  I  think  his 
behaviour  at  this  time  worst  of  all ;  afler  I  have  almost 
drowned  myself  to  keep  his  head  above  water,  he 
would  leave  me  sticking  in  the  mud,  trusting  to  his 
goodness  to  help  me  out.  After  I  have  beggared  myself 
with  his  troublesome  lawstut,  with  a  pox  to  him,  he 
takes  it  in  mighty  dudgeon  because  I  have  brought 
him  here  to  end  matters  amicably,  and  because  I 
won't  let  him  make  me  over  by  deed  and  indenture 
as  his  lawftil  cully ;  which,  to  my  certain  knowledge, 
he  has  attempted  several  times.  But,  after  all,  canst 
thou  gather  grapes  from  thorns?  Nic.  does  not  pretend 
to  be  a  gentleman ;  he  is  a  tradesman,  a  sdf- seeking 
wretch ;  but  how  earnest  thou  to  bear  all  this,  John  1 
The  reason  is  plain ;  thou  conferrest  the  benefits,  and 
he  receives  them ;  the  first  produces  love,  and  the  last 
ingratitude.  Ah  I  Nic,  Nic,  thou  art  a  damned  dog, 
that's  certain ;  thou  knowest  too  well'  that  I  will  take 
care  of  thee,  else  thou  wouldst  not  use  me  thus.  I 
won't  give  thee  up,  it  is  true ;  but  as  true  as  it  is,  thou 
shalt  not  sell  me,  according  to  thy  laudable  custom.'* 
While  John  was  deep  in  this  soliloquy,  Nic.  broke  out 
into  the  following  protestation  : — 

"  Gentlemen,  I  believe  everybody  here  present  will 
allow  me  to  be  a  very  just  and  disinterested  person. 
My  fViend,  John  Bull  here,  is  very  angry  with  me, 
forsooth,  because  I  won't  agree  to  his  foolish  bargains. 
Now  I  declare  to  all  mankind,  I  should  be  ready  to 
sacrifice  my  own  concerns  to  his  quiet :  bnt  the  care 
of  his  interest,  and  that  of  the  honest  tradesmen  [the 
allies]  that  are  embarked  with  us,  keeps  me  from 
entenng  into  this  composition.  Wliat  shul  become  of 
those  poor  creatures  t  The  thought  of  their  impend- 
ing ruin  disturbs  my  night's  rest,  dierefore  I  desire 
they  may  speak  for  themselves.  If  they  are  willing 
to  give  up  this  affair,  I  shan't  make  two  words  of  it.** 

John  Bull  begged  him  to  lay  aside  that  immoderate 
concern  for  him ;  and  withal  put  him  in  mind,  that 
the  interest  of  those  tradesmen  had  not  sat  quite  so 
heavy  upon  him  some  years  ago,  on  a  like  occasion. 
Nic.  answered  little  to  that,  but  immediately  nulled 
out  a  boatswain's  whistle.  Upon  the  first  whiff,  the 
tradesmen  came  jumping  into  the  room,  and  began 
to  surround  Lewis,  like  so  many  yelping  curs  about  a 
great  boar;  or,  to  use  a  modester  simile,  like  dims  at 
a  great  lord*s  levee  the  morning  he  goes  into  the 
country.  One  pulled  him  by  his  sleeve,  another  hr 
the  skirt,  a  third  hallooed  in  his  ear ;  they  began  to  ask 
him  for  all  that  had  been  taken  from  their  forefather* 

'^  The  Ung  of  Spain,  whose  yoke  the  Dutch  threw  off. 
^  CompUdnls  against  tlie  Dutch  for  eDdoacbment  ia  trade* 
fishery.  East  Indies,  te. 


391 


THE  HISTORY  OF  JOHN  BULL. 


by  stealth,  fraud,  force,  or  lawful  purchase ;  some 
asked  for  manors,  others  for  acres,  that  lay  convenient 
for  them ;  that  he  would  pull  down  his  fences,  level  his 
ditches ;  all  agreed  in  one  common  demand,  that  he 
should  be  purged,  sweated,  vomited  and  starved,  till 
he  came  to  asiaeable  bulk,  like  that  of  his  neighbours; 
one  modestly  asked  him  leave  to  call  him  brother ; 
Nio.  Frog  demanded  two  things,  to  be  his  porter  and 
his  fishmonger,  to  keep  the  keys  of  his  gates,  and 
furnish  the  kitchen.  John's  sister  Peg  only  desired 
that  he  would  let  his  senrants  sing  psalms  a-Sundays. 
Some  descended  even  to  the  asking  of  old  clothes, 
shoes,  and  boots,  broken  bottles^  tobacco-pipes,  and 
ends  of  candles. 

<<  Monsieur  Bull/*  quoth  Lewis,  '*  you  seem  to  be  a 
man  of  some  brsediug;  for  God's  sake,  use  your 
interest  with  these  messieurs,  that  they  would  sj^k 
but  one  at  once ;  for  if  one  had  a  hundred  pair  of 
hands,  and  as  many  tongues,  he  cannot  satisfy  them 
all  at  this  rate/*  John  begged  they  might  proceed 
with  some  method  ;  then  they  stopped  all  of  a  sudden, 
and  would  not  say  a  word.  **  If  this  be  your  play," 
quoth  John,  '*  that  we  may  not  be  like  a  Quakers* 
dumb  meeting,  let  us  begin  some  diversion  ;  what  d''ye 
think  of  roUy-poUy,  or  a  coontry-dancef  What  if 
we  should  have  a  match  at  football  t  I  am  sure  we 
shall  never  end  matters  at  this  rate." 


CHAPTER  XVI. 


How  John  Ball  anrl  Nie.  Ttof  settled  t^ir  aeeonnts. 

BmU,  During  this  general  cessation  of  talk,  what  if 
you  and  I,  Nic,  should  inquire  how  money-matters 
stand  between  us. 

Frog,  With  aTl  my  heart,  I  love  exact  dealing; 
and  let  Hocus  audit ;  he  knows  how  the  money  was 
disbursed. 

BuU.  I  am  not  much  for  that,  at  present;  well 
settle  it  between  ourselves;  fair  and  square,  Nic., 
keeps  friends  together.  There  have  been  laid  out  in 
this  lawsuit,  at  one  time,  36,000/.  and  40,000  crowns ; 
in  some  cases  I,  in  others  you,  bear  the  greatest  pro- 
portion. 

Fhig,  Right:  I  pay  three-fifUis  of  the  greatest 
number  and  you  pay  two- thirds  of  the  lesser  number; 
1  think  this  is  fair  and  square,  as  you  call  it. 

Buii.  Well,  go  on. 

Freg,  Two-thirds  of  36,000A  are  34,000/.  for  your 
share,  tatd  there  remains  12,000  for  mine.  Again,  of 
the  40,000  crowns,  I  pay  24,000,  which  is  three-fifths, 
and  you  pay  only  16,000,  which  is  two-fifths ;  24.000 
crowns,  make  6000/. ;  and  16,000  crowns  make  4000/. ; 
12,000  and  flOOO  make  18,000;  21,000  and  4000 
make  28,000.  So  there  are  18,000/.  to  my  share  of 
the  expenses,  and  28,000  to  yours. 

[After  Nic.  had  bambooiled  John  awhile  about  the 
18,000  and  the  28,000,  John  called  for  comiters;  but 
what  with  slight  of  hand,  and  taking  from  his  own 
score  and  adding  io  John's^  Nic.  brought  the  balance 
always  on  his  own  side.] 

Bull-  Nay,  good  friend  Nic,  though  I  am  not  quite 
so  nimble  in  the  fhigers^  I  understand  ciphering  as 
well  as  you.  I  will  produce  you  my  accounts  one  by 
one,  fairly  writ  out  of  my  own  books ;  and  here  I  begin 
with  the  flrsL  You  must  excuse  me  if  I  don*t  pro- 
nounce the  law-terms  right. 

[John  reads.] 

For  the  expenses  ordinary  of  the  suits,  fees  to  judges, 

puisne  judges,  lawyers  innumerable  of  all  sorts. 
Of  extraordinaries,  as  follows  per  account :-~ 
To  esquire  South  s  account  for  post  ttrminuma 
To  ditto  for  non  est  factums  •  •  . 


To  ditto  for  milt  proeeqnis^  disoontimiiace,  voAn- 
tmxit        -  .  .  - 

For  writs  of  error       -  -  - 

Suits  of  conditions  unperformed 

To  Hocus  for  dedimui  potastatem 

To  ditto  for  a  capias  ad  eompatandum 

To  Frog's  new  tenants  pee  account  to  Hoai%  for 
audita  querelas     .->*-. 

On  the  said    account   for  writs    of  ejectmeot  inl 
distringas  ..... 

To  esquire  Souths  quota  for  a  return  of  a  nob  eit  in- 
vent and  nulla  habet  bona 
To  -^^x— .  for  a  pardon  imfwnmapamptrit  - 

To  Jack  for  a  melius  inquiroidum  upon  a  fido  de  k 

To  coach-hire 

For  trcati  to  juries  and  witn 

John  hftving  read  over  his  artielei^  with  the  l^ 
spective  sums,  brought  in  Frog  debtor  to  him  upon 
the  balance  -  -  -      3383  13  00 

Then  Nte.  Fiog  pulled  his  bill  out  of  his  pixkct, 
and  began  to  read  :-^ 

Nicholas  Frog's  accocht. 
Remains  to  be  deducted  oat  of  the  former  aceoaot. 
Paid  by  Nie.  Frog,  for  his  share  of  the  ^ordinsry  ex- 
penses of  the  suit  -  -  ... 
To  Hocus  for  entries  of  a  rege  inconsnito 
To  John  Bull's  nephew  for  a  venire  fkcias,  the  nMnej 

not  yet  all  laid  out  -  .  .         • 

The  coach-hire  for  my  wife  and  fkmily,  and  the  el^ 

riage  of  my  goods  during  the  time  of  this  lawsait  • 
For  the  extraordinary  expenses  of  fceding  my  fkinilf 

during  this  lawsuit  -  -  -         * 

To  major  Ah.  .  •  •  .         • 

To  major  Will.  -  -  ... 

And  summing  all  up,  found  due  upon  the  ImIsim 
by  John  Bull  to  Nic.  Frog    -  -  09  04  06 

BuU,  As  for  your  venire  fhciaa,  I  have  paid  ym  for 
one  already ;  in  the  other,  I  believe  you  will  be 
nonsuited  :  I II  take  care  of  my  nephew  myself.  Yoor 
coach-hire  and  fiunily  charges  are  most  umessonable 
deductions ;  at  that  rate,  I  can  bring  in  any  iBsn  in 
the  world  my  debtor.  But  who  the  devil  are  tbcie 
two  majors,  that  consume  all  my  money  9  I  find  tbey 
always  run  away  with  the  balance  in  all  accompti. 

Frtig,  Two  very  honest  gentlemen,  I  assure  yos* 
that  have  done  me  some  service.  To  tell  you  plaiolj, 
major  Ab.  denotes  thy  greater  ability,  and  major  Will. 
thy  greater  williugness  to  carry  on  tbb  lawsuit  It 
was  but  reasonal>le  that  thou  should'st  pay  both  f<« 
thy  power  and  thy  positiveness. 

BulL  I  believe  I  shall  have  those  two  honest  majon 
discount  on  my  ride  in  a  little  time. 

Frog,  Why  all  this  higgling  with  thy  friend  sboni 
such  a  paltry  sumt  Does  this  become  Hie  gencmitj 
of  the  noble  and  rich  John  Bull  9  I  wonder  tfaon  vX 
not  ashamed.  O  Hocus,  Hocus!  where  ait  tfaout  It 
used  to  go  another  guise  manner  in  thy  time.  Wbrs 
a  poor  man  has  almost  undone  himsuf  for  thy  ^*^ 
thou  art  for  fleecing  him,  and  fleecing  him :  is  tbst  tk^ 
conscience,  Johnt 

BuU.  Very  pleasant,  indeed !  It  is  well  known  tbon 
retainest  thy  lawyers  by  the  year,  so  a  ftesh  Ueioii 
adds  but  little  to  thy  expenses ;  they  are  thy  etu- 
tomers ;  I  hardly  ever  sell  them  a  far&ing's  worth  d 
anything:  nav  thou  hast  set  up  an  cating-boowt 
where  the  whole  tribe  of  them  spend  all  they  cso  i«p 
or  ran,*  If  it  were  well  reckoned,  I  beliere  thou 
gettest  more  of  my  money  than  thou  spendest  of  thy 
own ;  however,  if  thou  wilt  needs  plead  poverty,  o«d. 
at  least,  that  thy  accompts  are  false. 

fhy.  No,  marry,  won*t  I ;  I  refer  myself  to  tb«f 
honest  gentlemen ;  let  them  judge  between  us.    1^ 

•  The  numey  spent  in  HoUsad  sad  FUflden. 
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eiqaire  Sondi  speak  hk  mind,  whether  my  accomptt 
ire  not  rigbt,  and  whether  wt  ou^ht  not  to  go  on  with 
oar  Uvfoit 

&rtf.  Contolt  the  batchers  about  keeping  of  Lent. 
D«t  think  that  John  Bull  will  be  tried  by  Piepow- 
lienf  *  I  tell  you  once  for  all,  John  Bull  knows  where 
hi)  fboe  pinches :  none  of  your  esquires  ihall  give  htm 
ti»  Uv,  as  long  as  he  wears  his  trusty  weapon  by  hit 
fide,  or  has  an  inch  of  broad  cloth  in  his  shop. 

Fnf.  Why  there  it  is ;  yon  will  be  both  judge  and 
party;  I  am  sorry  thou  diacorerest  so  much  of  thy 
beuiitrong  humour  before  these  strange  gentlemen ;  1 
iuie  oAai  told  thee  it  would  prove  thy  ruin  some 
time  or  other;  let  it  never  be  said  that  the  famous 
John  Ball  )ias  departed  in  despite  of  court. 

BtiU.  And  will  it  not  reflect  as  much  on  thy  cha- 
nctcr,  Nic,  to  turn  banator  in  thy  old  days ;  a  stirrer 
up  of  quarrels  among  thy  neighbours  9  I  tell  thee, 
Nic,  tone  time  or  other  thou  wilt  repent  diis. 

[Bat  John  saw  dearly  he  should  have  ntithing  but 
vTSDj^liuf,  and  that  he  should  have  as  little  success 
in  witling  his  acoompts  as  ending  the  compoaition. 
"Since  they  will  needs  overload  my  shoulders,'* quoth 
Mo,  '*  I  shall  throw  down  the  burden  with  a  squash 
toMng  them,  take  it  up  who  dares ;  a  man  has  a  flue 
tinw  of  it,  among  a  combination  of  sharpers,   that 
Touch  for  one  another  s  honesty !  John,  look  to  thyself ; 
old  Levis  makes  reasonable  ofleia;  when  thou  hast 
spent  theimall  pittance  that  is  left,  thou  wilt  make  a 
fionous  figure,  when  thou  art  brought  to  live  upon 
Nic  Frog's  and  esquire  South  •  generosity  and  grati- 
tude; if  they  use  thee  thus  when  they  want  thee,  what 
VI 11  they  do  when  thou  wantest  them?   1  say  again, 
John,  look  to  thyself. ** 

John  wisely  stifled  his  resentment,  and  told  the  oom- 
psoy,  that  in  a  little  time  be  should  give  them  law, 
or  annething  better.] 

JU,  Law !  law !  air,  by  all  means.  What  is  twenty- 
tvo  poor  years  towards  the  finishing  a  lawsuit  9  For  the 
luTc  of  God,  more  law,  sir.** 

BtiiL  Prc^Mre  your  demands;  how  many  years 
mure  of  Uw  do  you  want,  that  I  may  order  my  affairs 
Accoidiagly  9  In  the  mean  while,  farewell. 


CHAPTER   XVII. 
H)*  Jofao  Boll  fovnd  all  his  Family  in  an  uinou*  at  Bome.e 

Nic.  Paoe,  who  thought  of  nothing  but  carrying  John 
^>  the  market,  and  there  disposing  of  him  as  his  own 
propfr  goods,  was  mad  to  find  that  John  thought  him- 
Klf  now  of  age  to  look  after  his  own  aflhirs.  He 
rcsi>lv«d  to  traverse  this  new  uroject,  and  make  him 
a'«asy  in  his  own  family.  He  had  corrupted  or 
dfluded  most  of  his  servants  into  the  most  extravagant 
c«)ceils  in  the  world ;  that  their  master  was  run  mad, 
■M  vore  a  da^er  in  one  pocket  and  poison  in  the 
**htr',  that  he  had  sold  his  wife  and  children  to  I^ewis, 
di«inhcrited  his  heir,  and  was  going  to  settle  his  estate 
<|(-«'n  a  parish- boy ;  that  if  they  did  not  look  after 
^'itit  muter,  he  would  do  some  very  mischievous 
t^)inr.  When  John  came  home,  he  found  a  more  sur- 
i'tting  icene  than  any  he  had  yet  met  with,  and  that 
>")>  will  say  was  somewhat  extraordinary. 

He  called  hb  cook-maid  Betty  to  bespeak  his  din- 
ner: Betty  tuld  him,  •'That  she  begged  his  pardon, 
f^  could  not  dress   dinner  till  she  knew  what  he 

»  Court  of  Piepowder  (Cnria  pedis  fmlrmitati)  it  a  court  of 
''*~^t  locidMit  to  every  (atr:  whereof  the  eteviard  isJudKe. 
«n<t  t't*  triMl  te  hnf  merrfaaitts  and  traden  in  the  fair,  ft  is  »o 
<a>M.  herstti*  it  la  no«t  usual  In  the  summer ;  and  beeaQ«e  of 
I  •  etperl.tmQ  m  heariag  causea.  fur  tlie  matter  is  to  be  dooe, 
'*>iQ|iLtiiied  of.  be>afd.  and  determined  the  Kime  day.  that  ia. 
<^<>re  the  <|aot  goes  off  the  feet  of  the  plaintifb  and  dafendanls. 

^  Claaoan  of  1Kb  alKed  power*  for  continuing  the  war. 

*.namoiuB  aboat  (he  danger  of  the  sucoeosloa. 


intended  to  do  with  his  will."— *<  Why,  Betty,'*  quoth 
John,  *^thou  art  not  run  mad,  art  thoof  My  will  at 
present  is  to  have  dinner.'" — **  That  may  be,**  quoth 
Betty,  <<  but  my  conscience  won't  allow  me  to  dress  it 
till  I  know  whether  you  intend  to  do  righteous  things 
by  your  heirl'— '*  I  am  sorry  for  that,  Betty,'*  quoth 
John,  <*  I  must  find  somebody  else,  then."  Then  he 
called  John  the  barber.  *'  Before  I  begin,**  quoth  John, 
^  I  hope  your  honour  won't  be  offended,  if  I  ask  you 
whether  you  intend  to  alter  your  will  ?  If  you  won't 
give  me  a  positive  answer,  your  beard  may  grow  down 
to  your  middle  for  me."—-**  *Igad  so  it  shall,"  quoth 
Bull,  "  for  I  will  never  trust  my  throat  in  such  a  mad 
fellow's  hands.  Where's  Dick  the  butler  T--*' Look 
ye,**  quoth  Dick,  **  1  am  very  willing  to  serve  you  in 
my  calling,  d'ye  see :  but  there  are  strange  reports, 
and  plain  dealing  is  best,  d'ye  see;  I  must  ht  satisfied 
if  you  intend  to  leave  all  to  your  nephew,  and  if  Nic. 
Frog  is  still  your  executor,  d'ye  see ;  if  you  will  not 
satisfy  me  as  to  these  points,  you  may  drink  with  the 
ducks/* — "  And  so  I  will,"  quoth  John,  **  rather  than 
keep  a  butler  that  loves  my  heir  better  than  myself.** 
Hob  the  shoemaker,  and  Pricket  the  tailor,  told  him, 
*'  They  would  most  willingly  serve  him  in  their  several 
stations,  if  he  would  promise  them  never  to  talk  with 
Lewis  Baboon,  and  let  Nicholas  Frog,  linen-draper, 
manage  his  concerns :  that  they  could  neither  make 
shoes  nor  clothes  to  any  thai  were  not  in  good  corre- 
spondence with  their  worthy  friend  Nicholas.*' 

BtdL  Call  Andrew,  my  journeyman. — How  go 
affairs,  Andrew  9  I  hope  the  devil  has  not  t^en  pos- 
session of  thy  body  too. 

Andrew,  Noy  sir ;  1  only  desire  to  know  what  you 
would  do  if  you  were  dead  ? 

BmiL  Jait  as  other  dead  iulks  do,  Andrew. — ^This 
is  amaxing !  [Atide. 

Andrew.  I  mean  if  your  nephew  shall  inherit  your 
estate  f 

Bull,  That  denends  upon  himself.  I  shall  do 
nothing  to  hinder  aim. 

Andrew.  But  will  you  make  it  sure? 

Buff,  Thou  meanest  that  I  should  put  him  in  pos- 
session, for  I  can  make  it  no  surer  widiout  that;  he 
has  all  the  law  can  give  him. 

Andrew.  Indeed  possession,  as  you  say,  would  make 
it  much  surer ;  they  say,  it  is  eleven  points  of  the  law. 

[John  began  now  to  think  that  tney  were  all  en- 
chanted ;  he  inquired  about  the  age  of  the  moon ;  if 
Nic.  had  not  given  them  some  intoxicating  potion,  or 
if  old  mother  Jenisa  was  still  alive  f  **No,  o*  my 
faith,"  quoth  Harry,  **  I  believe  there  is  no  potion  in 
the  case,  but  a  litde  awrwm  poiabile.  You  will  have 
more  of  this  by  and  by."  He  had  scarce  spoke  the 
word,  when  another  friend  of  John's  accosted  him  after 
the  following  maimer  :— 

''Since  those  worthy  persons,  who  are  as  much  con- 
cerned for  your  safety  as  I  am,  have  employed  me  as 
their  orator,  I  desire  to  know  whether  you  will  have  it 
by  way  of  syllogism,  enthymem,  dilemma,  or  sorites.** 

John  now  began  to  be  diverted  with  their  extrava- 
gance.] 

Aili.  Let's  have  a  sorites  by  all  means;  though 
tliey  are  all  new  to  me. 

Friend.  It  is  evident  to  all,  who  are  versed  in  his- 
tory, that  there  were  two  sisters  that  played  the  wh<ve 
two  thousand  years  ago :  therefore,  it  plainly  follows, 
that  it  is  not  lawful  for  John  Bull  to  have  any  manner 
of  intercourse  with  Lewis  Baboon :  if  it  is  not  lawful 
for  John  Bull  to  have  any  manner  of  intercourse, 
(correspondence  if  you  will,  that  is  much  the  same 
thing,)  then,  d  fortiori^  it  is  much  more  unlawful  for  the 
said  John  to  make  over  his  wife  and  children  to  the 
said  Lewis :  if  his  wife  and  children  are  not  to  be  made 
over,  he  u  JMt  to  \sear  a  digger  and  ratsbane  in  his 
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pockets ;  if  he  wean  a  dagger  and  ratsbane,  it  must  be 
to  do  mischief  to  himaelf  or  somebody  else :  if  he  in« 
tends  to  do  mischief,  he  ought  to  be  under  guardians, 
and  there  is  none  so  fit  as  myself,  and  some  other 
worthy  persons,  who  have  a  commission  for  that  purpose 
from  Nic.  Frog,  the  executor  of  his  will  and  testament. 

BuU,  And  tins  is  your  sorites,  you  say  f— With  that 
he  snatched  a  good  tough  oaken  cudgel,  and  began  to 
brandish  it ;  then  happy  was  the  man  that  was  first  at 
the  door;  crowding  to  get  out,  they  tumbled  down 
stairs ;  and  it  is  credibly  reported  some  of  them  diopjped 
very  valuable  things  in  the  hurry,  which  were  picked 
up  by  others  of  the  ftmily. 

''That  any  of  these  rogues,"  quoth  John,  "should 
imagine  I  am  not  as  much  concerned  as  they  about 
having  my  affiurs  in  a  settled  condition,  or  that  I 
would  wrong  my  heir  for  I  know  not  what  I  Well, 
Nic,  I  really  cannot  but  applaud  thy  diligence;  I 
must  own  this  is  really  a  pretty  sort  of  a  tiick,  but  it 
shan't  do  thy  business  for  all  that,"' 


CHAPTER  XVIII. 


How  Levb  Baboon  eame  to  viiit  John  Bull,  end  what  puKd 

between  them  • 

[I  think  It  is  Imt  ingenuous  to  ■eqoaint  the  reader  that  thie 
chapter  was  not  written  by  sir  Hnmpbxy  himself,  but  by 
another  Tery  able  pen  of  the  uniTeiaity  of  €kub  Street.] 

John  had  (by  some  good  iostructions  given  him  by  sir 
Roger)  got  the  better  of  his  choleric  temper,  and 
wrought  himself  up  to  a  great  steadiness  of  mind,  to 
pursue  his  own  interest  through  all  impediments  that 
were  thrown  in  the  way :  he  began  to  leave  off  some  of 
his  old  acquaintance,  his  roaring  and  bullying  about 
the  streets ;  he  put  on  a  serious  air,  knit  his  brows,  and, 
lor  the  time,  had  made  a  very  considerable  progress  in 

golitics,  considering  that  he  had  been  kept  a  stranger  to 
is  own  affairs.  However,  he  could  not  help  dis< 
covering  some  remains  of  his  nature,  when  he  happened 
to  meet  with  a  football,  or  a  match  at  cricket;  for 
which  sir  Roger  was  sure  to  take  him  to  task.  John 
was  walking  about  his  room  with  folded  arms,  and  a 
most  thoughtful  countenance :  his  servant  brought  him 
word  that  one  Lewie  Baboon  below  wanted  to  speak 
with  him.  John  had  got  an  impression  that  Lewis 
was  so  deadly  cunning  a  man,  that  he  was  afiraid  to 
venture  himself  alone  with  him :  at  last  he  took  heart 
of  arace  t  "  Let  him  come  up,'*  quoth  he  ;  "  it  is  but 
sticking  to  my  point,  and  he  can  never  overreach  me." 
Baboon,  Monsieur  Bull,  I  will  frankly  acknowledge 
that  my  behaviour  to  my  neighbours  has  been  some- 
what uncivil,  and  I  believe  you  will  veadily  grant  me 
that  I  have  met  with  usage  accordingly.  I  was  fond 
•f  backsword  and  cudgel-play  from  my  youth,  and  I 
now  bear  in  my  body  manv  a  black  and  blue  gash 
and  scar,  God  knows.  I  had  as  good  a  warehouse  and 
as  fair  possessions  as  any  of  my  neighbourly  &ough  I 
say  it ;  but  a  contentious  temper,  flattering  servants, 
and  unfortunate  stars  have  brought  me  into  circum- 
stances that  are  not  unknown  to  you.  lliese,  my  mis- 
fortunes, are  heightened  by  domestic  calamities.  That 
I  need  not  relate.  I  am  a  poor  battered  old  fellow,  and 
I  would  willingly  end  my  days  in  peace :  but,  alas !  I 
see  but  small  hopes  of  that ;  for  every  new  circum- 
stance affords  an  argument  to  my  enemies  to  pursue 
their  revenge ;  formerly  I  was  to  be  banged  because  I 
was  too  strong,  and  now  because  I  am  too  weak  to 
resist ;  I  am  to  be  brought  down  when  too  rich,  and 
oppressed  when  too  poor.  Nic.  Frog  has  used  me  like 
a  scoundrel ;  you  are  a  geutleman,  and  I  freely  put 
myself  in  your  hands,  to  dispose  of  me  as  you  think  fit. 
Btdi.  Look  you,  Master  Baboon,  as  to  your  usage  of 
your  neighbours,  you  had  best  not  dwell  too  much 
"'ftpter ;  let  it  suffice,  at  present,  that  you 
rlTsto  Mfotialions  about  DuaUik. 


have  been  met  with :  you  have  been  rolling  a  grest 
stone  up  hill  all  your  life,  and  at  last  it  oas  eome 
tumbling  down  till  it  is  like  to  crash  you  topieees: 
plain  dealing  is  best.  If  you  have  any  particalar 
mark,  Mr.  Baboon,  whereby  one  may  know  when  yoa 
fib  and  when  you  speak  truth,  you  had  best  tell  it  me, 
that  one  may  proceed  accordingly ;  but  since  at  prant 
I  know  of  none  such,  it  is  better  that  yon  should  tnut 
me  than  thali  I  shall  trast  you. 

Bakoon,  I  know  of  no  particular  mark  of  vencitf 
among  us  tradesmen  bat  intertst ;  and  it  is  msnifeady 
mine  not  to  deceive  you  at  this  tiaac ;  you  may  isielj 
trust  me,  I  can  assure  you. 

Bull,  The  trust  I  give  is  in  short  this ;  I  muit  bsie 
something  in  hand  before  I  make  the  bargain,  aod  the 
rest  before  it  is  concluded. 

Baboon,  To  show  you  I  deal  fiuily,  name  yoor 
something. 

Bull,  I  need  not  tell  yon,  old  boy  >  thou  camtgma. 

Baboon.  Ecdesdown  Castle,  [DvolEirfc,]  111  wunot 
you,  because  it  has  been  formerly  in  your  ftmilj! 
Say  no  more,  you  shall  have  it. 

Bttli.  I  shall  have  it  to  m'own  self  t 

Baboon.  To  thy  n'own  self. 

BiUL  Every  wall,  sate,  cooa^  and  inch  of  Ecclo* 
down  Castle,  you  say  ? 

Baboon,  Just  sa 

BuU.  Every  single  stone  of  Ecdesdown  Cside  to 
m'own  self,  speedily  f 

Baboon,  When  you  please ;  what  needa  more  wonlit 

BuU,  Bui  tell  me,  old  boy,  hast  thou,  laid  aside  all 
thy  equivocals  and  mentals  in  this  easel 

Baboon.  There's  nothing  like  matter  of  feet;  ten% 
is  believing. 

BuU.  Now  thou  talkest  to  the  purpose ;  let  usihsle 
hands,  old  boy.  Let  me  ask  thee  one  question  moie: 
What  hast  thou  to  do,  to  meddle  with  the  sflain  of 
my  family  t  to  dispose  of  my  estate,  old  boy  f 

BtAoon.  Just  as  much  as  you  have  to  do  with  the 
affairs  of  lord  Strutt 

Bmll.  Ay,  but  my  tiade^  my  vesy  beings  wsi  eoo- 
cemed  in  that. 

Baboon.  And  my  interest  was  concened  in  tbc 
other :  but  let  us  both  drop  our  pretences ;  for  I  b^ 
lieve  it  is  a  moot  point,  whether  I  am  more  Vktij  tfl 
make  a  master  Bull,  or  you  a  lord  Strutt 

Bufl.  Agreed,  old  boy ;  but  then  I  mait  hsTe 
security  that  I  shall  carry  my  broad-cloth  to  nsibt, 
old  boy. 

Baboon.  That  you  shall:  Ecdesdown  Cattle- 
Ecclesdown  f  remember  that :  why  woald*st  (hoa  not 
take  it,  when  it  was  offered  thee  seme  years  agof 

BmU.  1  would  not  take  it,  because  they  told  me  tboo 
would'st  not  give  it  me. 

Baboon.  How  could  Monsieur  Bull  be  so  gntij 
abused  by  downright  nonsense  f  they  dut  advieed  j«i 
to  refuse  must  have  believed  I  intended  to  give,  el* 
why  would  they  not  make  the  experiment  f  bat  I  can 
tell  you  more  of  that  matter  than  perhaps  yoa  fcnoir  at 
present. 

BuU.  But  what  say*st  thou  as  to  the  esquire,  Nie. 
Frog,  and  the  rest  of  the  tradesmen  f  1  must  take  eve 
of  them. 

Baboon,  Thou  hast  but  small  obligations  to  Nic.,  to 
my  certain  knowledge :  he  has  not  used  thee  like  t 
gentleman. 

BuU.  Nic,  indeed,  is  not  very  nice  in  year  pn«' 
tilios  of  ceremony ;  he  is  clownish,  as  a  man  n»j  ay: 
belching  and  calling  of  names  have  been  allowed  hiv. 
time  out  of  mind,  by  prescription :  but,  however,  weii« 
engaged  in  one  common  cause,  and  I  must  look  after  him. 

Baboon.  All  matters  that  relate  to  him,  and  the  re^ 
of  the  plaintiffs  in  this  lawsuit,  I  will  reftr  to  your 
justice. 
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CHAPTER  XIX. 

Nfe  n^»  liltflrto  Mm  Bull;  vliaraiB  he  tndmtonnA  Id 
fMtetoaU  hkooMUiEt  with  wlstiom io  loha  BoU  and  tte 


Nic.  ^aottred  now  that  hit  cuUj  had  eloped,  that 
Joha  loteoded  hcDcefortfa  to  deal  without  a  broker; 
bit  he  wu  naoired  to  lflar«  ao  atone  unturned  to 
Rcorcrhii  bubble:  among  other  artificei,  he  wrote  a 
BQit  obliging  letter,  which  he  lent  him  printed  in  a 
birduaelR. 

'^Dkax  FknrfD-^Wfaen  I  coniidered  the  late  ill 
omgelhaTemet  wifii  from  you,  I  waa  reflecting  what  it 
WM  tibit  eoald  proroke  you  to  it ;  but  upon  a  narrow  in* 
ipection  into  my  conduet,  I  can  find  nothing  to  reproach 
npelf  iitfi,  hat  too  partial  a  concern  for  your  intereet. 
Yoa  no  nonet  eet  thii  compoiition  apfoot,  but  I  was 
mdj  toeomply,  and  prevented  your  Tery  withes ;  and 
the  ifiiir  might  hare  been  ended  before  now,  had  it 
not  btfD  for  me  greater  concerns  of  esquire  South,  and 
the  odicr  poor  creatures  embarked  in  the  same  common 
canopy  whose  safety  touches  me  to  the  quick.    You 
waned  a  litde  jealous  that  I  had  deah  unfairly  with 
yott  in  money  matters,  till  it  appeared  by  your  own 
aceoanti  that  there  was  something  due  to  me  upon  the 
hduee.    Having  nothing  to  answer  to  so  pflam  a  de- 
moutFatiflB,  you  began  to  complain,  as  if  1  had  been 
^miliar  vitii  your  reputation ;  when  it  is  well  known, 
not  only  I,  bat  the  meanest  serrants  in  my  fiunily,  tidk  of 
TOO  vith  the  utmost  respect.  I  have  always,  as  far  as  in 
melici,  exhorted  your  servants  and  tenants  to  be  dutifel : 
not  that  I  anyway  meddle  in  your  domestic  affairs,  which 
verr  very  unbecoming  for  me  to  do.     If  some  of  your 
MnrsBit  cuatas  tiieir  great  concern  for  you,  in  a  man- 
Mr  diat  is  not  so  very  polite,  you  ought  to  impute  it  to 
thrir  extraofdinary  seal,  which  deserves  a  reward  rather 
then  a  rpproof.     Yoa  cannot  reproach  me  for  want  of 
HMom  at  the  Sslutation,  since  I  am  not  master  of  the 
pMiiont  and  interests  of  odier  folks.     I  have  beggared 
aytelf  with  this  lawsuit,  ondertaken  merely  in  com- 
daiittoe  to  you ;  and  if  you  wotdd  have  had  but  a 
little  pitienee,  I  had  still  greater  drings  in  reserve,  that 
I  intended  to  h«ve  done  for  you. — I  hope  what  1  have 
Mid  will  prevail  with  you  to  lay  aside  your  unreason- 
■hle  jcslousies,  and  that  we  may  -have  no  more  meetings 
at  the  Sslntation,  spending  our'time  and  money  to  no 
pwpoee.    My  cuuccin  for  your  welfare  and  prosperity 
•loMit  Budces  me  naad.     You  may  be  assured  I  will 
csatimie  to  be  jour  affectionate  friend  and  servant, 

«  Nic.  Phoo.** 


John  received  this  with  a  good  deal  of  -ttuig  froid : 
**  Tnmnat^  quoth  John,  **  aam  etettriB  errorSma,'*  He 
*ai  DOW  at  his  ease ;  he  saw  he  could  now  make  a  very 
good  bargain  for  himself,  and  a  very  safe  one  for  other 
^  *'  My  shirt,**  quoth  he^  <*  is  near  me,  but  my 
Aia  11  neaier ;  while  I  take  care  of  the  welfare  of  othCT 
Uk«,  no  body  caa  blame  me  to  apply  a  little  balsam 
to  Bj  own  soRs.  It's  a  pretty  thing,  after  all,  for  a 
Bun  to  do  his  own  business ;  a  man  has  such  a  tender 
ftAoem  for  himself,  there's  nothing  like  it.  This  is 
mocthii^  better,  I  trow,  than  for  John  Bull  to  be  stand- 
ii^  io  the  market,  lake  a  great  diay-horse,  with  Frog  s 
pAvi  upon  his  head.  What  will  you  give  me  for  this 
wsaI— Scrvitaur,  Nic  Frog,  you  m^  kirn  my  back- 
>><ie  if  you  nkaan  Though  John  Bull  has  not  read 
your  AristoUes,  Platoei^  and  Machiavel.s,  he  can  see  mm 
Ctt  into  a  mill-etone  as  another.'*  With  that  John  be- 
Ru  to  chnckla  and  laugh,  till  he  was  like  tohavei>urrt 
tundes. 

of  the  Statat*  Letter. 


CHAPTBR  XX. 

The  Disooune  that  paand  betwseu  Nic  Fkog  and  eoquiro  Sootti, 
wnieh  John  Boll  oiterheara.a 

JoHic  thought  every  minute  a  year  till  he  got  into 
Ecclesdown  Castle;  he  repairs  to  the  Salutation,  with 
a  design  to  break  the  matter  gently  to  his  partners ; 
before  be  entered,  he  overheard  Nic.  and  the  eequire  in 
a  very  pleasant  conference. 

Smttk,  O  tile  ingratitude  and  iiyustice  of  mankind  I 
that  John  Bull,  whom  I  have  honoured  with  my  friend> 
slup  and  polection  so  long,  should  flinch  at  last,  and 
pretend  toat  he  can  dislmne  no  more  money  for  me ! 
that  the  family  of  the  Souths,  by  his  sneaking  temper, 
should  be  kept  out  of  their  own. 

Frog,  An't like  vour  worship,  I  am  in  amase  at  it; 
I  think  the  rogue  should  be  compelled  to  his  duty. 

South,  That  he  should  prefer  his  scandalous  pelf, 
the  dust  and  dregs  of  the  earth,  to  tiie  prosperity  and 
grandeur  of  mv  fiunily ! 

Froc.  Nay,  be  is  mistaken  there  too ;  for  he  would 
quickly  lick  himself  whole  again  by  his  vails.  It*s 
strange  he  should  prefer  Philip  Baboon^s  custom  to 
esquire  South's. 

Som/A.  As  you  say  that  my  clothier,  that  is  to  gel  so 
much  by  the  purchase,  should  refuse  to  put  me  in  pos- 
session ;  did  you  ever  know  any  man's  tradesmen  serve 
him  so  before} 

Frog,  No,  indeed,  an't  please  jour  worship,  it  is  a 
very  unusual  proceeding ;  and  I  would  not  have  been 
guilty  of  it  for  the  world.  If  your  honour  had  not  a 
great  stock  of  moderation  and  patience,  you  would  not 
bear  it  so  well  as  you  -do. 

SotOk,  It  IS  most  intolerable,  that*s  certain,  Nic,  and 
I  will  be  revenged. 

Frog,  Mediinks  it  is  strange,  that  Fhilip  Baboon's 
tenants  do  not  all  take  your  honour  s  par^  considering 
how  good  and  gentie  a  master  you  are. 

Sottik,  True,  Nic.,  but  few  are  sennble  of  merit  in 
this  world :  it  is  a  great  comfort  to  have  so  faith  fill  a 
friend  as  thysdf  in  so  critical  a  juncture. 

fVw.  If  all  the  world  should  forsake  you,  be  assured 
Nic.  Frog '  never  will ;  let  us  stick  to  our  point,  and 
well  manage  Bull,  I'll  warrant  ye. 

South,  IjBi  me  kiss  thee,  dear  Nic. ;  I  have  found 
one  honest  man  among  a  thoxuand  at  last. 

Frog.  If  it  were  noesible,  your  honour  has  it  in  jfour 
power  to  wed  me  still  closer  to  your  interest. 

So»tih,  Tell  me  quickly,  dear  Nic. 

Frog.  You  know  I  am  your  tenant ;  the  difference 
between  my  lease  and  an  inheritance  is  such  a  trifle 
as  I  am  sure  you  will  not  grudge  your  poor  friend ; 
that  will  be  an  encouragement  to  go  on ;  besides,  it 
will  make  Bull  as  mad  as  the  devil ;  you  and  I  shall 
be  able  to  manage  him  then  to  some  purpose. 

Sotiih.  Say  no  more,  it  shall  he  do^  Nic,  to  thj 
heart's  content. 

John  all  (his  while  was  listening  to  this  comical  (fia- 
logue,  and  laughed  heartily  in  his  sleeve  at  the  pride 
and  simplicity  of  the  esquire,  and  the  sly  roguery  of 
his  friend  Nic  Then,  of  a  sudden,  faoking  into  the 
room,  he  began  to  tell  them,  that  he  believai  be  bad 
brought  Lewuto  reasonable  terms,  ifihey  would  please 
to  hear  them. 

Then  they  ail  bawled  out  aloud,  '*  No  compooitionl 
Long  Kve  esquire  South  and  the  iawV*  As  John  was 
going  to  proceed,  some  roared,  some  stamped  with  their 
feet,  otiiers  stopped  their  ears  with  their  fingers. 

Nay,  gentlemen,  quoth  John,  if  you  will  but  stop 
proceeding  for  awhile,  you  shall  judige  yourselves  whe- 
ther  Lewis's  proposals  are  reasonable.  ^ 

*  N^otUtionfl  bctwmn  tbe  smperor  and  th«  Dutch  for  eon- 
lliitting  the  war.  aoMl  gatlinf  tha  pruyeity  of  Flandova. 
^ftopooala  ftr  c— aftoa  of  arma  and  delivery  of  DonUrk. 
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All.  Very  fine,  indeed,  itop  proceeding,  and  to  loee 
a  term! 

BuU,  Not  so,  neither,  we  have  something  by  way  of 
advance ;  he  will  put  us  in  possession  of  his  manor  and 
Castle  of  Ecclesdown. 

Frog.  What  dost  thou  talk  of  usf  thou  meanest 
thyself. 

BuU.  When  Frog  took  possession  of  any  thing,  it  was 
always  said  to  be  for  us,  and  why  may  not  John  Bull 
be  us,  as  well  as  Nic.  Frog  was  usf  I  hope  John 
Bull  is  no  morecoiifiued  to  singularity  than  Nic.  Frogf 
Or,  take  it  so,  the  constant  doctrine  that  thou  hast 
preached  up  for  many  years,  was,  that  Ihou  and  I  are 
one  ;  and  why  must  we  be  supposed  two  in  this  case, 
that  were  always  one  before  f  It's  impossible  that 
thou  and  I  can  fall  out,  Nic. ;  we  must  trust  one  an- 
other ;  I  have  trusted  thee  with  a  great  many  things, 
prithee  trust  me  with  this  one  trifle. 

Frog,  That  principle  is  true  in  the  main,  but  there 
is  some  specialty  in  this  case  that  makes  it  highly 
inconvenient  for  us  both. 

Butt.  Those  are  your  jealousies,  that  the  common 
enemies  sow  between  us ;  bow  often  hast  thou  warned 
me  of  those  rogues,  Nic,  that  would  make  us  mistrust- 
ful of  one  another  1 

Fir(^.  Tliis  Ecclesdown  Castle  is  only  a  bone  of  con- 
tention. 

BuU.  It  depends  upon  you  to  make  it  so,  for  my 
part  I  am  as  peaceable  as  a  lamb. 

Frog.  But  do  you  consider  the  unwholesomeness  of 
the  air  and  soil,  the  expenses  of  reparations  and  servants  f 
I  would  scorn  to  accept  of  such  a  quagmire. 

BuU,  You  are  a  great  man,  Nic,  but,  in  my  circum> 
stances,  I  must  be  e'en  content  to  teke  it  as  it  is. 

Frog.  And  you  are  really  so  silly  as  to  believe  the 
old  cheating  rogue  will  give  it  youf 

Butt.  I  believe  nothing  but  matter  of  fact,  I  stand 
and  fall  by  that ;  I  am  resolved  to  put  him  to  it. 

Frog.  And  so  relinquish  the  hopefulest  cause  in  the 
world,  a  claim  that  will  certainly  in  the  end  make  &y 
fortune  for  ever ! 

BuU.  Wilt  thou  purchase  it,  Nic.  f  Thou  shalt  have 
a  lumping  pennyworth ;  nay,  rather  than  we  should 
differ,  V\\  give  thee  something  to  take  it  off  my  hands. 

Frog.  If  thou  would'st  but  moderate  that  hasty, 
impatient  temper  of  thine,  thou  should^st  quickly  see 
a  better  tiling  than  all  tliat.  Whatshould'st  thou  thinlc 
to  find  old  Lewis  turned  out  of  his  paternal  estates,  and 
the  mansion-house  of  Clay  pool  ?  a  Would  not  that  do 
thy  heart  good  to  see  thy  old  friend  Nic.  Frog  lord  of 
Claypool  t  that  thou  and  thy  wife  and  children  should 
walk  in  my  gardens,  buy  toys,  drink  lemonade,  and 
now  and  then  we  should  have  a  country-dance. 

BuU.  I  love  to  be  plain ;  Td  as  lieve  see  myself  in 
Ecclesdown  Castle,  as  thee  in  Claypool.  I  tell  you 
again,  Lewis  gives  this  as  a  pledge  of  his  sincerity ;  if 
you  won't  stop  proceeding  to  hear  him,  I  will. 

CHAPTER  XXI. 

The  rest  of  Nic's  Fetdiea  to  ktep  John  out  oi  Eodiasdovn 

CasUe.^ 

Whbn  Nic  could  not  dissuade  John  by  argument,  he 
tried  to  move  his  pity ;  he  pretended  to  be  sick  and 
like  to  die,  that  he  should  leave  his  wife  and  children 
in  a  starving  condition  if  John  did  abandon  him ;  that 
he  was  hardly  able  to  crawl  about  the  room,  far  less 
capable  to  look  after  such  a  troublesome  business  as 
this  lawsuit,  and  therefore  begged  that  his  good  friend 
would  not  leave  him.  When  he  saw  that  John  was 
still  inexorable,  he  pulled  out  a  case-knife,  with  which 
he  used  to  stiick  and  snee,  and  threatened  to  cut  his 

•  CteypooL— Paris.— LutetJa. 

k  Attsmpts  to  hinder  the  eesniioa,  aodtekiag  possessioa  of 
DttUktik. 


own  throat.  Tluice  he  aimed  the  knife  to  lui  windpipe, 
with  a  roost  dctennined  threatening  air.  *'  Whst  of* 
nifies  life,**  quoth  he,  ^  in  this  languishiDg  eoDditi<Hi? 
It  will  be  some  pleasure  that  my  friends  will  leveugv 
my  death  upon  this  barban»us  man,  that  has  beeo  the 
cause  of  it  All  this  while  John  looked  sedate  smt 
calm,  neither  offering  in  the  least  to  snatch  the  knife 
nor  stop  his  blow,  trusting  to  the  tenderuesi  Nie.  hid 
for  his  own  person  ;  when  he  perceived  that  John  v» 
immovable  in  his  purpose,  he  applied  himself  to  Levis. 

<<  Art  thou/'  quoth  he,  "turned  bubble  in  thjold 
age,  from  being  a  sharper  in  thy  youth  Y  What  occt> 
sion  hast  thou  to  give  up  Ecclttdown  Castle  to  Jdm 
Bull  f  his  friendship  is  not  worth  a  rush ;  give  it  dk, 
and  III  make  it  worth  thy  while.  If  thou  diilikest  that 
uropositiou,  keep  it  thyself;  I'd  rather  diou  sboiildst 
nave  it  than  he.  If  thou  bearkenest  not  to  my  sdvict, 
take  what  follows ;  esquire  South  and  I  will  go  oovith 
our  lawsuit  in  spite  of  John  Bull's  teeth.** 

Baboon,  Monsieur  BuU  has  used  me  like  a  gentk- 
man,  and  1  am  resolved  to  make  good  my  promije,  uii 
trust  him  for  the  consequences. 

Frog,  Then  I  tell  thee,  thou  art  an  old  doting  ftnl— 
With  that,  Nic  bounced  up  with  a  ^iug  equal  to 
that  of  one  of  your  nimblest  tumblers  or  rope-dsDC«n, 
and  fell  foul  upon  John  Bull,  to  snatch  the  cttdgd 

ithe  allied  army  J  he  had  in  his  hand,  that  be  migbt 
iwack  Lewia  with  it ;  John  held  it  fiist,  so  that  thtre 
was  no  wrenching  it  from  him.  At  last  'sqoire  South 
buckled  to,  to  assist  his  friend  Nic. ;  John  hauled  oo 
one  aide,  and  they  two  on  the  other ;  aomedinei  tJtfjr 
were  like  to  pull  John  over ;  then  it  went  all  of  a  sud- 
den again  on  John's  side i  so  they  went  seesawing  up 
and  down,  from  one  end  of  the  room  to  the  other.  Dovo 
tumbled  the  tables,  bottles,  glasses,  and  tobacco-pipei: 
the  wine  and  the  tobacco  were  all  spdt  about  the  room, 
and  the  little  fellows  were  almost  trod  under  d^  till 
more  of  the  tradesmeoy  joining  with  Nic.  and  the  'squiie, 
John  was  hardly  able  to  pull  against  them  all,  nt 
would  he  never  quit  hold  of  his  trusty  cudgel ;  which. 
by  the  contrary  force  of  two  so  great  powen,  broke 
short  ui  his  hands.'^  Nic.  seised  the  longer  end,  lud 
with  it  began  to  bastinado  old  Lewia,  w1m>  bad  iluok 
into  a  comer,  waiting  the  event  of  thia  aquabble.  Nic. 
came  up  to  him  with  an  insolent  menacing  air,  so  tbst 
the  old  fellow  was  forced  to  scuttle  out  of  the  w^ 
and  retire  behind  a  dung^cart.  He  called  to  Nic** 
**  Thou  insolent  jackanapes  i  Time  was  what  tbvu 
durst  not  have  used  me  so ;  thou  now  takest  me  unpro- 
vided ;  but,  old  and  infirm  as  I  am,  I  shall  find  & 
weapon  by  and  by  to  chastise  thy  impiidcnce.** 

When  John  Bull  had  recovered  his  breath,  be  bcfV) 
to  parley  with  Nic :  "  FViend  Nic,  I  am  glad  to  M 
thee  so  strong  after  thy  great  complaints :  nallj  ^T 
motions,  Nic,  are  pretty  vigorous  for  a  consumptiv' 
man.  As  for  thy  w<»'ldly  aflaira,  Nic,  if  it  can  do  tbr^ 
any  service,  I  fieely  make  over  to  thee  this  profitable 
lawsuit,  and  I  desire  all  these  gentlemen  to  bear  wUueo 
to  this  my  act  and  deed.  Yours  be  all  the  gain.  * 
mine  has  been  the  charges  ;  I  have  brought  it  to  betf 
finely :  however,  all  I  have  laid  out  upcm  it  goes  fef 
nothing ;  thou  shalt  have  it  witib  all  its  appartensoMi ; 
I  ask  nothing  Imt  leave  to  go  home.** 

Frog.  The  counsel  are  find,  and  all  things  prt[aR|' 
for  a  trial ;  thou  shalt  be  forced  to  stand  the  wa^'*  >^ 
shall  be  pleaded  in  thy  name  as  well  as  mine ;  p 
home  if  thou  canst ;  the  gates  are  ahut,  the  tampikfl 
locked,  and  the  roads  barricadoed.^ 

BuU,  Even  these  very  ways»  Nic,  that  thoo  (oMeit 
me  were  as  open  to  me  as  thyself  9  If  I  can't  pus  ^ 
my  own  equipage,  what  can  I  expect  for  my  goods  sod 
wagons?    I  am  denied  passage  through  tboie  vcfj 

•  The  separation  of  the  army. 
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ffomidi  tkat  I  hav«  pUFchMad  with  my  own  money  t 
kdvcMr,  I  un  gUd  I  kav«  made  tht  expmmoiC,  it 
naj  lerve  ne  in  tome  ttaad. 

[John  Ball  was  to  overioyed  Uwt  be  wm  goiaf  to 
tab  ^mmman  of  £oelc«aown  that  nothing  conld  vex 
him.  **  Nie.,**  qnotfi  he,  *<  I  am  jutt  a-going  to  leave 
tbn ;  cait  a  kind  look  upon  me  at  parting.** 

Nic  looked  tour  and  gram,  and  would  not  open  hit 
muutfa.] 

/}«£  I  wiih  thee  all  the  •uooeee  that  thy  hevt  can 
(iMiic,  and  that  these  honest  gentlemen  of  ths  loi«  robe 
may  hare  their  bellyful  of  law. 

[Nic  could  stand  it  no  longer ;  but  flung  out  of  the 
room  with  disdain,  and  beckoned  the  lawyers  to  follow 
kiffl.] 

Aitf.  B uy,  buy,  Nic  ;  not  one  poor  smile  at  part* 
iogf  won't  you  shake  your  daynday,  Nie.f  buy, 
Nic.— With  that,  John  marched  out  of  the  common 
nud,  'crasi  the  country,  to  take  posseesion  of  Becles* 
dowa* 


CHAPTER  XXII. 

Orthc  gnat  Jojr  that  John  sipttiwiJ  when  be  got  P( 
of  BoelaMlown.    [Dunkirk.] 


oa 


WHgn  John  had  got  into  his  castk,  he  seemed  like 
y\jwm  upon  his  plank,  after  he  had  been  well  soueed 
in  aslt  water;  who  (as  Homer  says)  was  aa  glad  as  a 
juiift  going  to  sit  down  to  dinner,  after  hearing  a  long 
ouie  upon  the  bench.  I  dare  say  John  Bull's  joy  was 
equal  to  that  of  either  of  the  two ;  he  skipped  ftom 
looisto  loom ;  ran  up  stairs  and  down  stairs,  firom  the 
kitcken  to  the  ganet^  and  from  the  garrets  to  the 
kitchen ;  he  peeped  into  every  cranny  ;  sometimes  he 
admiifd  tke  beauty  of  the  architecture,  and  the  vast  soli- 
dity of  tbe  mason  s  work ;  at  other  times  he  commended 
Ibe  lymmetry  and  proportion  of  the  rooms.  He  walked 
ahwt  the  gardene;  he  bathed  himself  in  the  canal, 
iwimming,  diving,  and  beating  the  liquid  element, 
bke  a  milk-white  swan.  The  hall  resounded  with  the 
^gbdf  violin,  and  the  martial  hautboy.  The  family 
tipped  it  about  and  capered,  like  hailstonm  bounding 
TO  a  marble  floor.  Wine,  ale,  and  October  flew 
«h)ut  as  nUntifully  as  kemel-water :  thsn  a  frolic  took 
John  io  tbe  head  to  call  up  some  of  Nic.  Frog's  ym^ 
noDOi  tbat  had  been  so  mutinous  in  his  ihmily. 

BtdL  Are  you  glad  to  see  your  master  in  Eodee- 
dowaCastlef 
^U.  Yeo,  indeed,  sir. 
AJ:  Katieaelygladf 
^B.  Eatrenndy  glad,  sir. 
BtdL  Swear  to  me  that  you  aie  sow 
Thm  they  began  to  damn  and  sink  their  soula  to  the 
^wert  pit  of  heU  if  any  person  in  the  world  rejmoed 
BOR  than  they  did. 

BmS,  Now  hang  me  if  I  don't  believe  you  are  a  par- 
cel of  pcfjured  necala ;  however,  take  this  bumper  of 
October  to  yow  naasler  e  health. 

Then  John  got  npen  the  battlemeota,  and,  looking 
<vw,  be  called  to  Nic.  Frog : 

**  How  d'ye  do,  Nic.  t  D'ye  see  where  I  am,  Nic.  f 
I  hope  die  cauee  goes  on  swimmingly,  Nic  When 
te  thou  intend  to  go  to  Claypool,  Nic.  f  Wilt  thou 
^  tfaofe  some  high  heads  of  the  newest  cut  for  my 
^Mfhfemf  How  comest  thou  to  go  with  thy  arm  tied 
«pf  Has  old  Lewis  given  thee  a  rap  over  the  flnger- 
fodef  Thy  weapon  was  a  good  one  when  I  wielded 
it,  bat  the  butt-end  remains  in  my  hands.  I  am  so 
hocy  in  packing  op  my  goods  that  I  have  no  time  to  talk 
vHh  ikea  my  lon^.  It  would  do  thy  heart  good  to  see 
vhat  waggon-loads  I  am  preparing  fur  market  If  thou 
vanteit  any  good  offlce  of  mine,  for  all  tbat  baa  hap- 
poed,  I  wiU  nee  thee  wall,  Nic    Buy,  Nio." 


poerrecRiPT. 

It  has  been  disputed  among  the  literati  of  Grub  Stieet 
whether  sir  Humnhrv  proceeded  any  further  into  the 
history  of  John  Bull.  By  diligent  inquiry  we  have 
found  the  titles  of  some  chapters  which  appear  to  be  a 
continuation  of  it ;  and  are  as  follow  : — 
Chap.  I.  How  John  was  made  angry  with  the  articles 

of  agreement  How  he  kicked  the  parchment  through 

the  bouse,  up  stain,  and  down  stairs,  and  put  himself 

in  a  great  heat  thereby. 
Chap.  II.  How  in  his  passion  he  was  going  to  cut  off 

sir  Rogei^B  head  with  a  cleaver.     Of  the  strange 

manner  of  sir  Roger's  escaping  the  blow,  by  laying 

his  head  upon  the  dresser. 
Chap.  III.  How  some  of  John's  serrante  attempted  to 

scale  his  house  with  rope-laddem;  and  bow  many 

unfortunately  dangled  m  the  same. 
Chap.  IV.  Of  the  methods  bv  which  John  endeaveured 

to  preserve  peace  among  bis  neiffbhoiui ;  how  he 

kept  a  pair  of  steelyards  to  weigh  them  ;  and  by 

diet,  pitfging,  vomiting,  and  bleeding,  tried  to  bring 

them  to  equal  bulk  and  strength. 
Chap.  V.  Of  false  accounts  of  the  weights  given  in 

by  some  of  the  journeymen ;  and  of  the  Newmarket 

tricks  that  were  practised  at  the  steelyards. 
Chap.  VI.  How  John's  new  journeymen  brought  him 

other  guise  accounts  of  the  steelyards. 
Chap.  VII.  How  sir  Swain  Northy  [king  of  Sweden] 

wa%  by  bleeding,  purging,  and  a  steel  diet,  brought 

into  a  consumption ;  and  bow  John  was  forced  af^- 

wards  to  give  him  the  gold  cordial. 
Chap.  VIII.  How  Peter  Bear  [csar  of  Muscovy]  was 

overfed,  and  afterwards  refused  to  submit  to  the  * 

course  of  physic 
Chap.  IX.  How  John  pampered  esquire  South  with 

titbite  till  he  grew  wanton  :  how  be  got  drunk  with 

Calabrian  wine,  and  longed  for  Sicilian  beef,  and 

how  John  carried  him  thither  in  his  barge. 
Chap.  X.  How  the  esquire,  from  a  foul  feeder,  grew 

dainty;  how  he  longed  for  mangoes,  spices,   and 

Indian  bird-nesti^  &c.,  and  could  not  sleep  but  in  a 

chintz  bed. 
Chap.  XI.  The  esouire  turned  tradesman ;  how  he  set 

up  a  china-shop  [the  Ostend  Company]  over  against 

Nic.  Frog. 
Chap.  XII.  How  he  procured  Spanish  flies  to  blister 

his  neighbours,  and  as  a  provocative  to  himself.     As 

likewise  how   he    ravished  Nic.   TVog*s    favourite 

daughter. 
Chap.  XII  I.  How  Nic.  Frog,  hearing  tihe  girl  squeak, 

went  to  call  John  Bull  as  a  constable ;  calling  of  a 

constable  no  preventive  of  a  rape. 
CuAP.  XIV.  How  John  rose  out  of  his  bed  in  a  cold 

rooming  to  prevent  a  duel  between  esquire  South 

and  lord  Strutt;    how,  to  his  great  surprise,   he 

found  the  combatants  drinking  Geneva  in  a  brandy- 
shop,  with  Nic.*s  favourite  daughter  between  them. 
How  they  both  fell  upon  John,  so  that  he  was  forced 

to  fight  his  way  out 
Chap.  XV.  How  John  came  with  his  constable's  staff 
to  rescue  Nic.'s  daughter,  and  break  the  esquire's 
chinaware. 
Chap.  XVI.  Commentary  upon  the  Spanish  proverb, 

Tim€  and  /against  any  two;  or  advice  to  dogmatical 

Joliticians,  exemplified  in  some  new  affairs  between 
obn  Bull  and  Lewis  Baboon. 
Chap.  XVII.  A  discourse  of  the  delightful  game  of 
quadrille.     How  Lewis  Baboon  attempted  to  plav  a 

Eme  mdo  in  clubs,  and  was  beasted ;  how  John  called 
(wis  for  his  king,  and  was  afraid  that  his  own 
partoer  should  have  too  many  tricks ;  and  how  the 
succem  and  skill  of  quadrille  dependa  upon  calling 
a  right  king. 
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THE  PRESENT  STATE  OF  WIT. 

IN  A  LETTER  TO  A  FBIEND  IN  THE  COUNTBY. 

Tht»  little  tract,  thouvh  pabliihed  anonymoualy,  has  been 
•acribed  to  Oay  from  the  iniUala  J.  6.  haWng  been  placed  aft 
the  oQpcluaion. 

From  its  lingular  impartiality,  and  as  throwing  light  on  the 
periodical  papers  during  Oxford's  administration,  it  has  been 
Inserted  in  former  editions  of  Swift's  works. 

He  himself  menUona  it  in  the  Jomnal  to  Stella,  I4th  May. 
1711  .'— 

"  Dr.  Friend  was  with  me,  and  pulled  out  a  twopenny 
pamphlet  just  published,  called  '  The  State  of  mt,'  giving  a 
character  of  aU  the  P^P^rs  that  have  come  out  of  late  Tlie 
author  seems  to  be  a  Whig ;  yet  he  speaks  very  highly  of  a 
paper  called '  The  Examiner/  and  says  he  supposes  the  author 
of  it  is  Dr.  Swift  But  aboTe  all  things  he  praises  the  Tatlers 
and  Spectators;  and  I  believe  Steele  and  Addison  were  privy  to 
the  pnntiag  of  it  Thus  one  ia  treated  by  those  impudent  dogs  1" 

Westminster.  May  S,  1711. 
Sir,  You  acquaint  me,  in  your  last,  that  you  are  itill 

so  busy  building  at that  your  friends  must  not 

hope  to  see  you  in  town  tliis  year ;  at  the  same  time 
you  desire  me,  that  you  may  not  be  quite  at  a  loss  in 
conversation  among  the  beau  monde  next  winter,  to  send 
you  an  account  of  the  present  state  of  wit  in  town ; 
which,  without  further  preface,  I  shall  therefore  endea- 
vour to  perform,  and  give  you  the  histories  and  cha- 
racters of  all  our  periodical  papers,  whether  monthly, 
weekly,  or  diurnal,  with  the  same  freedom  I  used  to 
send  you  our  other  town  news. 

I  shall  only  premise  that,  as  you  Icnow  I  never  cared 
one  farthing  either  for  Whig  or  Tory,  so  I  shall  con- 
sider our  writers  purely  as  they  are  such,  without  any 
respect  to  which  party  they  may  belong. 

Ut,  King*  has  for  some  time  lud  down  his  **  Monthly 
Philosophical  Transactions,'*  which,  the  title-page  in- 
formed usy  at  first,  were  only  '*  to  be  continued  as  they 
■old  ;'*  and  though  that  gentleman  has  a  world  of  wit, 
yet,  as  it  lies  in  one  particular  way  of  raillery,  the  town 
soon  grew  weary  of  his  writings ;  though  I  cannot  but 
think  that  their  author  deserves  a  much  better  fate  than 
to  languish  out  tlie  small  remainder  of  his  life  in  the 
Fleet  prison. 

About  the  same  time  that  the  doctor  left  off  writing, 
one  Mr.  Oselli*  put  out  his  <*  Monthly  Amusement,'* 
which  is  still  continued ;  and  as  it  is  generally  some 
Freneh  novel  or  play  indifferently  translated,  is  more 
or  less  taken  notice  of  as  the  original  piece  is  more  or 
less  agreeable. 

As  to  our  weekly  papen,  the  poor  "  Review  '*  ^  is 

Suite  exhausted,  and  grown  so  very  contemptible  that, 
lOugh  he  has  provoked  all  his  brothers  of  the  quill 
round,  none  of  them  will  enter  into  controversy  with 
him.  This  fellow,  who  had  excellent  natural  parts, 
but  wanted  a  small  foundation  of  learning,  is  a  lively 
instance  of  those  wits,  who,  as  an  ingenious  author  says, 
*<  will  endure  but  one  skimming.** 

The  "  Obeervatof*  was  almost  in  the  same  condition ; 
but,  since  our  party  struggles  have  run  so  high,  he  is 
much  mended  for  the  better ;  which  is  imputed  to  the 
charitable  assistance  of  some  outlying  friends.**  These 
two  authors  might,  however,  have  flourished  some  time 
longer  had  not  the  controversy  been  taken  up  by  much 
abler  hands. 

The  <<  Examiner  **  is  a  paper  which  all  men,  who 
imeak  without  prejudice,  allow  to  be  well  written. 
Though  bis  subject  will  admit  of  no  greater  variety,  he 
is  continually  placing  it  in  so  many  different  lights, 
and  endeavouring  to  inculcate  the  same  thing  by  so 

•  Dr.  William  King  puUidied,  in  1709,  three  parts  cf  a 
periodical  work,  entitled,  '*  Useful  Transactions  in  Philosophy 
and  other  sorts  of  Learning ;"  a  burlesque  satire  of  eonnlderable 
merit. 

k  John  OielL  a  voluminous  translator. 

0  Conducted  by  the  celebrated  Daniel  de  Foe. 

*  The  "  Observator  *'  waa  conducted  by  John  Tutchin,  from 
170*  to  1707,  and  afterwards  by  George  Redpath,  a  Scotchman. 


many  beautiful  changes  of  expression,  that  men  who 
are  concerned  in  no  party  may  read  him  withpleanuv. 
His  way  of  anuming  the  question  in  debate  is  extremely 
artful ;  and  his  letter  to  Crassus  is,  I  think,  a  master- 
piece. As  these  papers  are  supposed  to  have  been 
written  by  several  bands,  the  critics  will  tell  you  (bat 
they  can  discern  a  difference  in  their  styles  and  beau- 
ties, and  pretend  to  observe  that  the  first  £xamioen 
abound  chiefly  in  wit,  the  last  in  humour. 

Soon  after  their  first  appearance,  came  out  a  pspv 
from  the  other  side,  called  the  "  Whig  Examiner,^ 
written  with  so  much  fire,  and  in  so  excellent  a  ftyle. 
as  put  the  Tories  in  no  small  pain  for  their  faroarite 
hero.  Every  one  cried  Bickerstaff  mustbe  the  author : 
and  people  were  the  more  confirmed  in  this  opinion 
upon  its  being  so  soon  laid  down,  which  seemed  to 
show  that  it  was  only  written  to  bind  the  Examincn 
to  their  good  behaviour,  and  was  never  designed  to  be 
a  weekly  paper.  The  Examiners,  therefore,  have  no 
one  to  combat  with  at  present,  but  their  frirad  the 
"  Medley ;"  the  author  of  which  paper,  though  he  eeeou 
to  be  a  man  of  good  sense,  and  expresses  it  luckilj 
enough  now  and  then,  is,  I  think,  for  the  most  pait 
perfectly  a  stranger  to  fine  writing.**  I  presume  I  need 
not  tell  you  that  the  Examiner  carziea  much  the  more 
sail,  as  it  is  supposed  to  be  written  by  the  diiection, 
and  under  the  eye,  of  some  great  persons  who  sit  at  the 
helm  of  affairs,  and  is  consequently  looked  on  as  a 
sort  of  public  notice  which  way  they  are  steering  m. 
The  reputed  author  is  Dr.  Swift,  with  die  asistiiKt 
sometimes  of  Dr.  Atlerbury  and  Mr.  Prior. 

The  "  Medley"  is  said  to  be  written  by  Mr.  Oldroixon. 
and  supervised  by  Mr.  Maynwaring,  who  paha}s  might 
entirely  write  tboee  few  papers  which  are  so  much 
better  than  the  rest. 

Before  I  proceed  further  in  the  account  of  our  weekly 
papers,  it  will  be  necessary  to  inform  you  thst,  at  the 
beginning  of  the  winter,  to  the  infinite  surprise  of  all 
men,  Mr.  Steele  flung  up  his  '*  Tatler ;"  and,  instttd 
of  Isaac  Bickerstaff,  esq.,  subscribed  himself  Richard 
Steele  to  the  last  of  those  papers,  after  a  handsome  coin* 
pliment  to  the  town,  for  their  kind  acceptance  of  hti 
endeavours  to  divert  them.  The  chief  reason  he  tlwagbt 
fit  to  give  for  his  leaving  off  writing  was,  that  having 
been  so  long  looked  on  in  all  public  places  and  eoo* 
panies  as  the  author  of  those  papers,  he  found  that  his 
most  intimate  friends  and  acquaintance  were  in  pain 
to  act  or  speak  before  him.  The  town  was  vsry  far 
from  being  satisfied  with  this  reason ;  and  most  peoplf 
judged  the  true  cause  to  be,  either  that  be  wa«  qnite 
spent,  and  wanted  matter  to  continue  his  undertaking 
any  longer,  or  that  he  laid  it  down  as  a  sort  of  fo^ 
mission  to,  or  composition  widi  the  goverament  for 
some  past  offences ;  or,  lastly,  be  had  a  mind  to  vai; 
his  shape,  and  appear  again  in  some  new  light 

However  that  were,  his  disappearing  seemed  to  be 
bewailed  as  some  general  calamity.  Everyone  irsntei) 
so  agreeable  an  amusement ;  and  the  coffei^ouiei  begin 
to  he  sensible  that  the  esquire's  locubratious  ti(^ 
had  brought  them  more  customers  than  all  their  other 
newspapers  put  together. 

It  must  indeed  be  confessed  that  never  man  tht*^ 
up  his  pen  under  stronger  temptations  to  have  emplof'^ 
it  longer ;  his  reputation  was  at  a  greater  height  fbao, 
I  believe,  ever  any  living  author's  was  before  him.  1^ 
is  reasonable  to  suppose  that  his  gains  were  proportion' 
ably  considerable ;  every  one  read  him  wilo  f»leasurr 
andkood-will ;  azid  the  Tories,  in  respect  to  nil  vt^ 
good  qualities,  had  almost  forgiven  his  unaccotu)tal»' 
imprudence  in  declaring  against  ihem.  Lastly,  it  v 
highly  improbable,  if  he  threw  off  a  character,  the  idetf 

•  Written  by  Mr.  Addison  and  Mr.  Moinmuinf .   Oalj  &'< 
nambera  appeared, 
b  The  *' Medley  **  waa  chiefly  oondueted  by  OldaitoB. 
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of  vlitch  were  lo  ftrongly  impretied  in  erery  one*t 
miud,  hovcTfr  finely  he  might  write  in  any  new  form, 
that  be  ihould  meet  with  the  nme  reception. 

To  ipre  yoa  my  own  thought!  of  this  sentleman*! 
writii^gv,  I  thall  in  the  first  pUce  ohserve,  Uiat  there  is 
tliif  noble  difference  between  him  and  all  the  rest  of 
our  polite  and  gallant  authors :  the  latter  have  en- 
dnroufed  to  please  the  age  by  falling  in  with  them, 
tii'i  encoongmg  them  in  their  fashionable  vices,  and 
Ctlie  notions  of  things.  It  would  have  been  a  jest 
ume  time  once  for  a  man  to  have  asserted  that  any- 
tfaiin^  witty  could  be  said  in  pnise  of  a  married  state ; 
or  that  derodon  and  virtue  were  any  way  necessary  to 
the  chsncter  of  a  fine  gentleman.  Bickerrtaff  ven- 
tured to  tell  the  town  that  they  were  a  parcel  of  fops, 
fools,  sod  vain  coquettes;  but  in  such  a  manner  as 
even  planed  them,  and  made  them  more  thou  half 
mdiucd  to  believe  that  he  snoke  truth. 

loftad  of  complying  with  the  false  lentiments,  or 
vicious  taites  of  the  age,  either  in  morality,  criticism, 
or  Kood-bceeding,  he  has  boldly  aisured  them,  that 
tbej  were  altogether  in  the  wrong,  and  commanded 
tbetn,  with  an  authority  which  perfectly  well  became 
kim,  to  larrender  themselves  to  his  argument!  for  virtue 
and  good  weoK, 

It  is  incredible  to  conceive  the  effect  his  writings 
IttTe  hsd  on  the  town;  how  many  thousand  follies 
tiiey  hsTe  either  quite  banished,  or  given  a  very  great 
cbeck  to :  how  much  countenance  they  have  added  to 
virtue  and  religion;  how  many  people  they  have 
rttMleied  happy  by  showing  them  it  was  their  own  fault 
if  tkey  were  not  so ;  and,  lastly,  how  entirely  they  have 
roarinced  our  fops  and  young  fellows  of  the  value  and 
adraiitiget  of  learning. 

He  has,  indeed,  rescued  it  out  of  the  hands  of  pe- 
duits  and  fools,  and  discovered  the  true  method  of 
Baking  it  amiable  and  lovely  to  all  mankind.  In 
the  dtess  he  gives  it,  it  is  a  most  welcome  guest  at  tea^ 
^fs  and  aaaemblicB,  and  it  is  relished  and  caressed 
|>7  the.  merchants  on  the  ^Change ;  accordingly,  there 
ii  Dot  A  lady  at  court,  nor  a  banker  in  Lombard-street, 
«bo  is  not  verily  persuaded  that  Captain  Steele  is 
oe  greatest  scholar  and  best  casuist  of  any  man  in 
fingtsnd. 

Ustly,  his  writings  have  set  all  our  wits  and  men  of 
j'tten  upon  a  new  way  of  thinking,  of  whi<^  they  had 
little  or  no  notion  before ;  and  though  we  cannot  yet 
*7  that  any  of  them  have  come  up  to  the  beauties  of 
ux  original,  I  think  we  may  venture  to  a£Brm,  that 
*^  one  of  them  writes  and  thinks  much  more  justly 
™»n  they  did  some  time  since. 

The  vast  variety  of  subjects  which  he  has  treated  of 
»n  10  different  a  manner,  and  yet  all  so  perfectly  well, 
n>de  the  world  believe  that  it  was  impo«ible  they 
ftbould  all  come  from  the  same  hand.  This  set  every 
*ne  upon  guessing  who  was  the  squire  s  friend ;  and 
^  people  at  first  fancied  it  must  be  Dr.  Swift ;  but 
t  i*  mw  no  longer  a  secret,  that  his  only  great  and 
coolant  atsistant  was  Mr.  Addison. 

This  is  that  excellent  friend  to  whom  Mr.  Steele 
oves  so  much,  and  who  refuses  to  have  his  name  set 
wfise  those  pieces  which  the  greatest  pens  in  England 
•uild  be  proud  to  own.  Indeed,  they  would  hardly 
»ld  to  this  gentleman's  reputation,  whose  works  in 
Utiii  snd  English  poetry,  long  since  convinced  the 
•wld  that  he  was  the  greatest  mastsr  in  Europe  of 
^^»«  two  languages. 

1  am  assured  from  good  hands,  that  all  the  visions, 
awl  other  tracts  in  that  way  of  writing,  with  a  very 
Kw^At  number  of  the  most  exquisite  pieces  of  wit  and 
ni^^Tj  tbroogfaout  tlie  "  Lucubrations,**  are  entirely  of 
««•  geutleman's  composing ;  which  may,  in  some  mea- 
sure, account  for  that  different  genius  which  appears 
a  the  winter  papers  (rom  those  of  the  summer,  at 
vou  It. 


which  time,  as  the  ''  Examiner**  often  hinted,  this  friend 
of  Mr.  Steele  was  in  Ireland. 

Mr.  Steele  coofesMS,  in  his  last  volume  of  the  "  Tatler," 
that  he  is  obliged  to  Dr.  Swift  for  his  **  Town  Shower,** 
and  his  ^'Description  of  the  Morning  ;**  with  some  other 
hints  received  ftom  him  in  private  conversation. 

I  have  also  heard  that  several  of  those  letters  wliich 
came  as  from  unknown  hands  were  written  by  Mr.  Hen- 
ley;* which  is  an  answer  to  your  query,  who  those 
friends  are  whom  Mr.  Steele  speaks  of  in  his  last 
"  Tatier.** 

But  to  proceed  with  my  account  of  our  other  papers. 
The  expiration  of  Bickerstaff's  "  Lucubrations**  was  at- 
tended with  much  the  same  consequences  as  the  death 
of  MelibcBus's  ox  in  Virgil ;  as  the  latter  engendered 
swarms  of  bees,  the  former  immediately  produced 
whole  swarms  of  little  satirical  scribblers. 

One  of  these  authors  called  himself  the  "  Growler  ;'* 
and  assured  us  that,  to  make  amends  for  Mr.  Steele's 
silence,  he  was  resolved  to  growl  at  us  weekly,  as  long 
as  we  should  think  fit  to  give  him  any  encouragement. 
Another  gentleman,  wi£  more  modesty,  called  his 
paper  the  "  Whisperer.**  And  a  third,  to  please  the 
ladies,  chrbtened  his  the  <<  Tell-tale.** 

At  the  same  time  came  out  sevend  **  Tatlers  ;**  each  of 
which,  with  equal  truth  and  wit,  assured  us  that  he 
was  the  genuine  Isaac  Bickerstaff.** 

It  may  be  observed  that,  when  tiie  squire  laid  down 
his  pen,  though  he  could  not  but  foresee  that  several 
scribblers  would  soon  snatch  it  up,  which  he  might, 
one  would  think,  earily  have  prevented,  he  scorned  to 
take  any  fiirther  care  about  i^  but  left  the  field  fairly 
open  to  any  worthy  successor.  Immediately  some  of 
our  wits  were  for  forming  themselves  into  a  club, 
headed  by  one  Mr.  Harrison,  and  trying  how  they 
could  shoot  in  this  bow  of  Ulysses :  but  soon  found 
that  this  sort  of  writing  requires  so  fine  and  particular 
a  manner  of  thinking,  with  so  exact  a  knowledge  of 
the  world,  as  must  make  them  utterly  despair  of 
success. 

They  seemed,  indeed,  at  first  to  think  that,  what  was 
only  the  garnish  of  the  former  <*  Tatlers,**  was  that  which 
recommended  them,  and  not  &ose  substantial  enter- 
tainments which  they  ever3rwhcre  abound  in. 

Accordingly  they  were  continually  talking  of  their 
maid,  nightcap,  spectacles,  and  Charles  lillie.  How' 
ever,  there  were  now  and  then  some  faint  endeavoun  at 
humour,  and  sparks  of  wit :  which  the  town,  for  want 
of  better  entertainment,  was  content  to  hunt  after 
through  a  heap  of  impertinences ;  but  even  those  are  at 
present  become  wholly  invirible,  and  quite  swallowed 
up  in  the  blase  of  the  "  Spectator.** 

You  may  remember  I  told  you  before,  that  one  cause 
aasigfued  for  the  laying  down  the  **  Tatler**  was  want  of 
matter ;  and,  indeed,  this  was  the  prevailing  opinion  in 
town,  when  we  were  surprised  all  at  once  by  a  paper 
called  the  "  Spectator,'*  which  was  promised  to  be  con- 
tinued every  day,  and  was  written  in  so  excellent  a 
style,  with  so  nice  a  judgment,  and  such  a  noble  pro- 
fusion of  wit  and  humour,  that  it  was  not  difficult  to 
determine  it  could  come  from  no  other  hands  but  those 
which  had  penned  the  *'  Lucubrations." 

This  immediately  alarmed  these  gentlemen ;  who  (as 
it  is  said  Mr.  Steele  phrases  it)  had  the  **  censorship  in 
commission.*'  They  found  the  new  ^*  Spectator  **  come 
on  like  a  torrent,  and  swept  away  all  before  him ;  they 
despaired  ever  to  eqiul  him  in  wit,  humour,  or  leain- 

•  Anthony,  son  of  wx  Robert  Henley,  of  the  Onnge,  iHstin- 
({titthed  himiclf  by  an  early  tute  for  polite  Inuiiing,  and  an 
intimate  acqtiainUnoe  with  tho  ancient  poets. 

b  "  Upun  Stoele'a  leaving  off,  there  were  two  or  three  ''Tal- 
lets**  came  out ;  and  one  of  them  holds  on  atUl,  and  to-day  It 
advortlsed  against  Htfriion'a;  and  so  tliere  musk  be  diapaica 
which  are  fenulne,  like  the  Straps  for  rasors."— %/o«ni«i  to 
Sytelta  Januarjf,  IS,  1710*11. 
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iog,  (which  hod  been  their  true  and  certain  way  of 
opposing  him,)  and  therefore  rather  ch(»e  to  fall  on 
the  author,  and  to  call  out  for  help  to  all  good  Chris- 
tians, by  assuring  them,  again  and  again,  that  they 
were  the  first,  original,  true,  and  undisputed  Isaac 
Bickerstaff. 

Meanwhile,  the  "  Spectator,^^  whom  we  regard  as  our 
shelter  from  that  cloud  of  false  wit  and  impertinence 
which  was  breaking  in  upon  us,  is  in  every  one's  hand, 
and  a  constant  topic  for  our  morning  conversation  at 
tea-tables  and  coffee-houses.  We  had  at  first,  indeed, 
no  manner  of  notion  how  a  diurnal  paper  could  be  con- 
tinued in  the  spirit  and  style  of  our  present  ^*  Specta- 
tors ;**  but,  to  our  no  small  surprise,  we  find  them  still 
rising  upon  us,  and  can  only  wonder  from  whence  so 
prodigious  a  run  of  wit  and  learning  can  proceed ;  since 
some  of  our  best  judges  seem  to  think  that  thev  have 
hitherto,  in  general,  outshone  even  the  squire  •  first 
"  Tatlers.''  Most  people  fancy,  from  their  frequency, 
that  they  must  be  composed  by  a  society.  I,  with  all, 
assign  the  first  place  to  Mr.  Steele  and  his  friend. 

I  have  often  thought  that  the  conjunction  of  those 
two  great  geniuses  (who  seem  to  stand  in  a  class  by 
themselves,  so  high  above  all  our  other  wits)  resembles 
that  of  two  famous  statesmen  in  a  late  reign,  whose 
characters  are  very  well  expressed  in  tlieir  two  mottos, 
PBODBSSE  QUAM  coNSPici,  [Lord  Somers,]  and  otium 
CUM  DiGNiTATE,  [Earl  of  Halifax.]  Accordingly,  the 
first  was  continually  at  work  behind  the  curtain ;  drew 
up  and  prepared  all  those  schemes  and  designs,  which 
the  latter  still  drove  on ;  and  stood  out  exposed  to  the 
world,  to  receive  its  praises  or  censures. 

Meantime  all  our  unbiassed  well-wishers  to  learning 
are  in  hopes  that  the  known  temper  and  prudence  of 
one  of  these  gentlemen  will  hinder  the  other  from  ever 
launching  out  into  party,  and  rendering  that  wit,  which 
is  at  present  a  common  good,  odious  and  ungrateful  to 
the  better  part  of  the  nation. 

If  this  piece  of  imprudence  does  not  spoil  so  excellent 
a  pi^per,  I  propose  to  myself  the  highest  satisfaction  in 
reading  it  with  you  over  a  dish  of  tea  every  morning 
next  winter. 

As  we  have  yet  had  nothing  new  since  the  '*  Specta- 
tor," it  only  remains  for  me  to  assure  you  that  I  am 
yours,  &c.  J.  G. 

P.S. — ^UpoQ  a  review  of  my  letter,  I  find  I  have 
(;^uite  ibrgotteii  the  **  British  ApoUo  ;"'*  which  might  pos- 
sibly happen  from  its  having  of  late  retreated  out  of 
this  end  of  the  town  into  the  city ;  where  I  am  in- 
formed, however,  that  it  still  recommends  itself  by 
deciding  wagers  at  cards,  and  giving  good  advice  to 
the  shopkeepers  and  their  apprentices. 

PROPOSALS  FOR  PRINTING  A  VERY 
CURIOUS  DISCOURSE, 

ENTITLED 

YETAOAOriA   nOAITlKH; 

OR, 

THE  ART  OF  POLITICAL  LYING. 


TuouoB  stated  to  have  been  sent  to  him  by  Dr.  Arbutlinot.  it 
Is  prolmbl^t  that  Switt  had  a  considerable  ahiure  iothia  humoroua 
title  piece.  It  having  piuned  through  his  hands  to  the  proas.  Ho 
thus  speak*  of  it  in  his  *'  Jottmalto  StcUa  "  of  Oct.  0.  and  Dec. 
18. 17l«:— 

*'  Arbathnot  haa  aent  me.  from  Windsor,  a  pretty  discourse 
upon  lying;  and  I  have  ordered  the  printer  to  come  for  it. 
It  is  a  propoaal  for  publishing  a  curious  piece,  called. '  The  Art 
of  Political  Lying/  in  two  volumes.  Soc.  and  thun  there  is  an 
abstract  of  the  first  volume,  just  like  those  pamphlets  which 
they  call  •  Tlie  Works  of  the  Learned.'  " 

•  "The  Hritish  Apollo,  or  Curious  Amusements  for  the 
Ingenious ;  to  which  are  added  the  most  Material  Occurrences. 
Foreign  and  DoraeaUc.    Performed  by  a  Society  of  Gentlemen.*' 


"The  pamphlet  of  Political  Lying  is  written  by  Dr.  Arbsft* 
not.  the  autlior  of '  John  BulL'  It  is  very  pretty,  but  not  so 
obvious  to  be  understood." 

There  is  now  in  the  press  a  ciirions  piece,  mtitled 
"Viohx^yia  TUktrtHfi;  or,  <*The  Art  of  Political  Lying," 
consisting  of  two  volumes  in  quarto. 

THE  PBOPOSALS  ABB, 

I.  That  if  the  author  meets  with  suitable  eacaaxaaie- 
ment,  he  intends  to  deliver  the  first  volume  to  the  sab- 
scribers  by  Hilary  Term  next. 

II.  The  price  of  both  volumes  will  be,  to  tiie  mh- 
scribers,  14s.,  7s.  whereof  are  to  be  paid  down,  and 
the  other  7s.  at  the  delivery  of  the  second  volume. 

III.  Those  that  subscribe  for  six,  shall  havr  a 
seventh  gratis ;  which  reduces  the  price  to  less  thao  6<. 
a  volume. 

IV.  That  the  subscribers  shall  have  their  nama  ami 

f  laces  of  abode  printed  at  length, 
'or  the  encouragement  of  so  lueful  a  work,  it  is  tbouj^bt 
fit  the  public  should  be  informed  of  the  contcntiof 
the  fint  volume,  by  one  who  has  with  great  an 
perused  the  manuscript. 

"THE  ART  OF  POLITICAL  LYING.'' 

The  author,  in  his  preface,  makes  some  very  judicioui 
reflections  upon  the  original  of  arts  and  sciences:  tbt 
at  first  they  consist  of  scattered  theorems  and  pracdoes, 
which  are  handed  about  among  the  masters,  and  only 
revealed  to  the  JUit  artit,  till  such  time  as  some  gnat 
genius  appears,  who  collects  these  disjointed  propo- 
sitions, and  reduces  them  into  a  regular  system.  Tliat 
this  is  the  case  of  that  noble  and  useful  art  of  political 
lying,  which  in  this  last  age  having  been  cairiched  witii 
several  new  discoveries,  ought  not  to  lie  any  longer  in 
rubbish  and  confusion,  but  mav  justly  claim  a  pbc£  in 
the  **  Encyclopaedia,"  especially  such  as  serves  for  a 
model  of  education  for  an  able  poliriciau .  That  be  pro- 
poses to  himself  no  small  stock  of  fame  in  future  aga, 
m  being  the  first  who  has  undertaken  this  design ;  stkI 
for  the  same  reason  he  hopes  the  imperfection  of  his 
work  will  be  excused.  He  invites  all  persons  who  k&ve 
any  talents  that  way,  or  any  new  discovery,  to  commu- 
nicate their  thoughts,  assuring  them  that  honourable 
mention  shall  be  made  of  them  in  his  work. 

THE  FIRST  VOLUME  CONSISTS  OP  ELEVEN  CHAPTKRS. 

In  the  first  chapter  of  his  excellent  treatise  hf 
reasons  philosophically  concerning  the  nature  of  tlie 
soul  of  man,  and  those  qualities  which  render  it  lus- 
ceptible  of  lies.  He  suppraes  the  soul  to  be  of  the  nahire 
of  a  piano-cylindrical  speculum,  or  looking-glaas ;  that 
the  plain  side  was  made  by  God  Almighty,  but  that 
tiie  devil  afterwards  wrought  the  other  side  into  a 
cylindrical  figure.  The  plain  side  represents  objects 
just  as  they  are ;  and  the  cylindrical  ride,  by  the  rul« 
of  catoptrics,  must  needs  represent  true  objects  fal«. 
and  false  objects  true ;  but  the  cylindrical  side  betr.^ 
much  the  larger  surface,  takes  in  a  greater  comna^^  <^^ 
visual  rays.  That  upon  the  cylindrical  side  of  the  m\ 
of  man  depends  the  whole  art  and  success  of  politick 
lying.  The  author,  in  this  chapter,  proceeds  to  reason 
upon  the  qualities  of  tlie  mind  :  as  its  peculiar  f^' 
ness  of  the  malicious  and  the  miraculous.  The  ten- 
dency of  the  soul  toward  the  malicious,  springs  from 
self-love,  or  a  pleasure  to  find  mankind  moie  wick?«ii 
base,  or  unfortiinate  than  ourselves.  The  design  of  the 
miraculous  proceeds  from  the  inactivity  of  the  soul,  or 
its  incapacity  to  be  moved  or  delighted  with  anylh'nj 
that  is  vulgar  or  common.  The  author  liaviTijr  <^'^* 
blished  the  qualities  of  t)ie  mind,  upon  which  his  a-"*" 
founded,  he  proceeds. 

In  his  second  chapter,  to  treat  of  the  nature  of 
political  lying ;  which  he  defines  to  be,  the  art  of  coo* 
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Tincing  (he  people  of  aalutaiy  falidioods  for  some  good 

ohL*'    He  c«lle  it  an  art  to  diitingaiih  it  from  that  of 

telliog  truth,  which  does  'not  seem  to  want  art ;  but 

tha  he  would  have  thij  undentood  onlj  as  to  the  in- 

TentloQ,  because  diere  is  indeed  more  art  necessary 

to  coDTinoe  the  people  of  a  salutary  trath  than  a 

■lotuy  islsehood.    Then  he  proceeds  to  prove  tibat 

there  sie  salutary  falsehoods,  of  which  he  gives  a  great 

Dsay  instanoei^  both  before  and  after  the  Revolution ; 

ad  demonstrates  plainly,  that  we  could  not  have 

cairisd  on  the  war  so  long  without  several  of  those 

■latvy  falsehoods.    He  gives  rules  to  calculate  the 

Tilue  of  a  political  lie,  in  pounds,  shillings,  and  pence. 

By  good,  he  does  not  mean  that  which  is  absolutely  so, 

bat  what  appears  so  to  the  artist,  which  is  a  sufficient 

Bound  for  mm  to  proceed  upon ;  and  he  distinguishes 

ue  good,  as  it  commcMily  is,  into  bonum  utiU,  duloe  et 

hmaban.    Be  show*  tou  that  there  are  political  lies 

of  a  mixed  nature^  which  include  all  tbe  three  in 

diffoent  icspecti ;  that  the  tiiiU  reigns  generally  about 

the  exebangc^  the  tbUct  and  homUum  at  the  West- 

miaitcr  Old  of  tbe  town.    One  man  spreads  a  lie  to  sell 

or  bay  stock  to  greater  advantage ;  a  second,  because  it 

if  hoDouzahle  to  serve  his  party ;  and  a  third,  because 

it  ii  fveet  to  gratify  his  revenge.    Having  explained 

die  inrerBl  terms  of  his  definition,  he  proceeds. 

In  his  third  chf^>ter,  to  treat  of  tie  lawfulness  of 
political  lying;  which  he  deduces  from  its  true  and 
goHune  principles,  by  inquiring  into  the  several  rights 
that  mankind  have  to  truth.  He  shows  that  people 
ban  a  nght  to  private  truth  from  their  neighoours, 
tad  sconomical  truth  from  their  own  family ;  mat  they 
ihoald  not  be  abused  by  their  wives,  children,  and 
Mnraats;  but  that  they  have  no  right  at  all  to 
political  truth ;  that  the  people  may  as  well  all  pie- 
tmd  to  he  lorda  of  manors,  and  posses  great  estates^ 
u  to  have  truth  told  them  in  matters  of  government. 
The  aodior,  with  great  judgment,  states  the  several 
Attei  of  mankind  in  thia  matter  of  truth,  according  to 
thiir  several  capacities,  dignities,  and  professions ;  and 
ihom  you  that  children  have  hardly  any  share  at  all ; 
ittcquequenoeof  which,  they  have  very  seldom  any 
fnthtold  them.  It  must  be  owned  that  the  author, 
b  this  chapter,  has  some  seeming  difficulties  to  answer, 
Hid  texts  of  scripture  to  explain. 

The  fourth  chapter  is  wholly  employed  in  this  ques* 
tloo, "  Whether  the  right  of  coinage  of  political  lies  be 
rboDy  in  the  government  f  *  The  author,  who  is  a  true 
fricDd  to  English  liberty,  determines  in  the  negative, 
ttd  aniwcn  all  the  argumenta  of  the  oppoaite  party 
rith  great  acoteness :  that,  as  the  ffevemraent  of  £Dg« 
land  has  a  mixture  of  democratical  in  it,  so  the  right 
of  ioventing  and  spreading  political  lies  is  partly  in  the 
pMple;  and  their  obstinate  adherence  to  this  just  pri- 
▼iiege  has  been  oaost  conspicuous,  and  thined  with  great 
lonn  of  late  years :  that  it  happens  very  often  that 
there  are  no  other  means  left  to  the  good  people 
of  Sogland  to  poll  down  a  ministry  and  government 
^  ate  weary  of  but  by  exercising  this  their  un- 
doabtad  right :  that  abundance  of  political  lying  is  a 
nivagn  of  true  English  liberty :  tnat  as  ministers  do 
■BetiaMS  use  tools  to  support  their  power,  it  is  but 
><anoible  that  the  people  should  employ  the  same 
*CBpoa  to  defend  themselves,  and  pull  them  down. 

In  his  filth  chapter,  he  divides  political  lies  into  se- 
vval  ^wdcs  and  classes,  and  gives  precepts  about  the 
ia««ntiiif  ,  spieading,  and  propagating  the  several  sorts 
of  tbcm :  he  begins  with  tne  rmnaret  and  lAeUi/amony 
■Kh  as  eoDcem  the  reputation  of  men  in  power ;  where 
he  6iMk  ikult  with  the  common  mistake,  that  takes 
iMtiee  only  of  one  sort,  vis.,  the  detractory  or  defama- 
^;  wboeas  in  truth  there  are  three  sorts,  the  detrac- 
t«7t  the  additovy,  and  the  translatory.  The  additory 
|i*ci  to  a  great  nan  a  larger  share  of  reputation  than 


belongs  to  him,  to  enable  him  to  serve  some  good  end 
or  purpose.  Tlie  detractory,  or  defamatory,  is  a  lie 
which  takes  from  a  great  man  the  reputation  that  justly 
belongs  to  him,  for  fear  he  should  use  it  to  tiie  detri- 
ment  of  the  public.  The  translatory  is  a  lie,  that 
transfers  the  merit  of  a  man^s  good  action  to  another, 
who  is  in  himself  more  deserving ;  or  transfers  the  de- 
merit of  a  bad  action  from  the  true  author  to  a  person 
who  is  in  himself  less  deserving.  He  gives  several  in* 
stances  of  very  great  strokes  in  all  tiie  three  kinds, 
especially  in  the  last,  when  it  was  neceanry,  for  the 
good  of  the  public,  to  bestow  the  valour  and  conduct 
of  one  man  upon  anotiier,  and  that  of  many  to  one 
man :  nay  even,  upon  a  good  occasion,  a  man  may  be 
robbed  of  his  victory  by  a  person  that  did  not  com- 
mand in  tiie  action.*  The  restoring  and  destroying 
the  public  may  be  ascribed  to  persons  who  had  no 
hand  in  either.  The  autiior  exhorts  all  gentiemcn 
nactitioners  to  exercise  themselves  in  the  translatory, 
because  the  existence  of  the  things  themselves  being 
virible,  and  not  demanding  any  proof,  there  wants 
nothing  to  be  put  upon  the  public,  but  a  false  author, 
or  a  false  cause ;  which  is  no  great  presumption  upon 
the  credulity  of  mankind,  to  whom  the  secret  springs 
of  tilings  are  for  the  most  part  unknown. 

The  author  proceeds  to  give  some  precepts  as  to  the 
additorv ;  that  when  one  ascribes  anything  to  a  person 
which  does  not  belong  to  him,  the  lie  ought  to  be  cal- 
culated not  quite  contradictory  to  his  known  qualities ; 
for  example,  one  would  not  make  the  French  King  pre- 
sent at  a  Protestant  conventicle ;  nor,  like  queen  Elisa- 
beth, restore  the  overplus  of  taxes  to  his  subjects.  One 
would  not  bring  in  tne  Emperor  giving  two  months* 
pay  in  advance  to  his  troops;  nor  the  Dutch  paying 
more  than  their  quota.  One  would  not  make  the 
same  person  sealous  for  a  standing  army,  and  public 
liberty ;  nor  an  atheist  support  the  church ;  nor  a  lewd 
fellow  a  reformer  of  manners ;  not  a  hot-headed,  crack- 
brained  coxcomb  forward  for  a  scheme  of  moderation. 
But,  if  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  a  person  is  to 
have  some  good  adventitious  qiuJity  given  him,  the 
author's  precept  is,  that  it  should  not  be  done  at  first 
im  extreme  gradu.  For  example,  they  should  not  make 
a  covetous  man  give  away  all  at  once  5000/.  in  a  cha- 
ritable, generous  way ;  20/.  or  30/.  may  suffice  at  first. 
They  should  not  introduce  a  person  of  remarkable  in- 
gratitude to  his  benefactors,  rewarding  a  poor  man  for 
some  good  office  that  was  done  him  thirty  yean  ago ; 
but  they  may  allow  him  to  acknowledge  a  service  to  a 
person  who  is  capable  still  to  do  him  another.  A  man, 
whose  personal  courage  is  suspected,  is  not  at  first  to 
drive  whole  squadrons  before  him ;  but  he  may  lie  al- 
lowed the  ment  of  some  squabble,  or  throwing  a  bottle 
at  his  adversary's  head. 

It  will  not  be  allowed  to  make  a  great  man  that  is  a 
known  despiser  of  religion  spend  whole  days  in  Ins 
closet  at  his  devotion ;  but  you  may  with  safety  make 
him  sit  cmt  public  pmyers  with  decency.     A  great 

a  Major^genenl  Webb  obUinad  a  glorious  victory  over  the 
Frvneh,  nemr  WynedAle*  in  the  year  170e.  Ho  wm  Mot  with 
6000  of  tbe  eonfedenttp  troops  to  Kuud  a  great  eonvoy  to  the 
alliod  anny,  betieging  Lide :  Count  de  la  Motto  came  oat  from 
Ghent,  with  nearly  24,000  men,  to  toteicapt  Aem ;  bat  major- 
geneial  Webb  dimBod  his  torn  with  such  admirable  tkill  that, 
notwithstanding  the  Tast  superioritT  of  numbers,  by  Ute  pure 
force  of  order  find  disposition,  the  French  were  driven  beck  in 
two  or  three  sneeeHlTe  attempts;  and  after  having  lost  6000  or 
7000  men.  eould  be  brought  tocliarge  no  more.  This  mav  Justly 
be  leekoned  amons  the  grentert  actions  of  that  war:  but  thn 
duke  of  Marlborougli's  aeerotary.  in  his  letter  written  to  EnKlaml, 
Kave  all  the  honour  of  It  to  general  Cadogan.  the  duke's  Ikvour- 
ite,  who  did  not  eome  up  till  after  the  engagement.  This  was 
so  resented  by  general  webb,  that  ho  left  the  army  in  di^oat ; 
and  coming  into  Enaland  to  do  himself  juiticf*.  recrived  tho 
nnanimou*  thanks  of  the  house  of  oommona  for  hi«  eminent 
•errieea  by  that  great  action :  which  waa  also  acknowledged,  in 
a  distinguishlne  manner  by  the  king  of  Prussia*  who  buetowcd 
on  him  the  Order  of  OeaenMity. 
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man,  who  has  never  been  knoim  willingly  to  pay  a 
just  debt,  ought  not  all  of  a  sudden  to  be  introduced 
making  restitution  of  thousands  he  has  cheated ;  let  it 
suffice  at  first  to  pay  201.  to  a  friend  who  has  lost 
his  note. 

He  lays  down  the  same  rules  in  the  detractory  or  de- 
famatory kind ;  that  they  should  not  be  quite  opposite 
to  the  qualities  the  persons  are  supposed  to  have.  Thus 
it  will  not  be  found  according  to  the  sound  rules  of 
pseudology  to  report  of  a  pious  and  religious  prince 
tliat  he  neglects  his  devotion,  and  would  introduce 
heresy ;  but  you  may  report  of  a  merciful  prince,  that 
he  has  pardoned  a  criminal  who  did  not  deserve  it. 
You  will  be  unsuccessful  if  you  give  out  of  a  great 
man,  who  is  remarkable  for  his  frugality  for  the  pub- 
lic, that  he  squanders  away  the  nation^s  money ;  but 
you  may  safely  relate  that  he  hoards  it :  you  must  not 
affirm  he  took  a  bribe,  but  you  may  freely  censure  him 
for  being  tardy  in  his  payments;  because,  though 
neither  may  be  true,  yet  the  last  is  credible,  the  first  not. 
Of  an  open-hearted,  generous  miiuster,  you  are  not 
to  say  that  he  was  in  an  intrigue  to  betray  his  country ; 
but  you  may  affirm,  with  some  probability,  that  he  was 
in  an  intrigue  with  a  lady.  He  warns  all  practitioners 
to  take  good  heed  to  tliese  precepts ;  for  want  of  which 
many  of  their  lies  of  late  have  proved  abortive  or  short- 
lived. 

In  the  sixth  chapter,  he  treats  of  the  miraculous ; 
by  which  he  understands  anything  that  exceeds  the 
common  degrees  of  probability.  In  respect  to  the 
people,  it  is  divided  into  two  sorts,  the  r»  ^tCt($9  or  the 
r«  §u/Mtihtf  terrifying  lies,  and  animating  or  encou- 
raging lies ;  both  being  extremely  tiseful  on  their  pro- 
per occasions.  Concerning  the  ri  ^•Uflf  he  gives 
several  rules;  one  of  which  is,  that  terrible  objects 
should  not  be  too  frequently  shown  to  the  people  lest 
they  grow  familiar.  He  says,  it  is  absolutely  ne- 
cessary that  the  people  of  England  should  be  frighted 
with  the  French  king  and  the  pretender  once  a-year ; 
but  that  the  bears  should  be  chained  up  again  till  that 
time  twelvemonth.  The  want  of  observing  Ibis  so  ne- 
cessary a  precept,  in  bringing  out  the  raw  head  and 
bloody  bones  upon  every  trifling  occasion,  has  produced 
great  indifference  in  the  vulgar  of  late  years.  As  to  tlie 
animating  or  encouraging  lies,  he  gives  the  following 
rules:  that  they  shall  not  for  exceed  the  common 
degrees  of  probability  ;  that  there  should  be  variety  of 
them ;  and  the  same  lie  not  obstinately  insisted  upon  : 
that  the  promissory  or  prognosticating  lies  should  not 
be  upon  short  days,  for  fear  the  authors  should  have 
the  sname  and  confusion  to  see  themselves  speedily 
cuutradicted.  He  examines,  by  these  rules,  that  well- 
meant,  but  unfortunate  lie  of  the  conquest  of  France 
which  continued  near  twenty  years  together;*  but  at 
last,  by  being  too  obstinately  insisted  upon,  it  was  woni 
threadbare)  and  became  unsuccessfiil. 

As  to  the  r«  ri^BtruUf,  Or  the  prodigious,  he  has  little 
to  advise,  but  that  their  comets,  whales,  and  dragons 
should  be  sizeable ;  their  storms,  tempests,  and  earth- 
quakes, without  the  reach  of  a  day*8  journey  of  a  man 
and  horse. 

The  seventh  chapter  is  wholly  taken  up  in  an  inquiry, 
which  of  the  two  parties  are  the  greatest  artists  in  poli- 
tical lying  ?  He  owns,  that  sometimes  the  one  party, 
and  sometimes  the  other,  is  better  believed ;  but  that 
they  have  both  very  good  geniuses  among  them.  He 
attributes  the  ill  success  of  either  party  to  their  glutting 
tlie  market,  and  retailing  too  much  of  a  bad  commodity 
at  once :  when  there  is  too  great  a  quantity  of  worms 
it  is  hard  to  catch  gudgeons.  He  proposes  a  scheme 
for  tlie  recovery  of  the  credit  of  any  party,  which  in- 
deed seems  to  be  somewhat  chimerical,  and  dues  not 
savour  of  that  sound  judgment  the  author  has  shown  in 
•  During  th«  reigns  of  king  WUltam  and  queen  Anne. 


the  rest  of  the  work.  It  amounts  to  this,  that  the  puiy 
should  agree  to  vent  nothing  but  truth  for  three  moDtb 
together,  which  will  give  them  credit  for  six  montb 
lying  afterwards.  He  owns,  that  he  believes  it  almort 
im{)0S8ible  to  find  fit  nersons  to  execute  this  icbcme. 
Towards  the  end  of  tne  chapter  he  inveighs  severely 
against  the  folly  of  parties,  in  retaining  scoundrdi  and 
men  of  low  genius  to  retail  their  lies ;  such  as  most  of 
the  present  news-writers  are ;  who,  except  a  strong  beat 
and  inclination  towards  the  profession,  seem  to  be 
wholly  ignorant  in  the  rules  of  pseudology,  and  not  at 
all  qualified  for  so  weighty  a  trust. 

In  his  next  chapter  he  treats  of  some  extraordinarf 
geniuses,  who  have  appeared  of  late  years,  especially  in 
their  disposition  towards  the  miraculous.  He  adrin 
those  hopeful  young  men  to  turn  their  invention  to  the 
service  of  their  country ;  it  being  inglorious,  at  this 
time,  to  employ  their  talent  in  prodigious  fox-chaiei, 
horse-courses,  feats  of  activity  in  driving  of  coachet, 
jumping,  running,  swallowing  of 'peaches,  pulling  oat 
whole  sets  of  teeth  to  clean,  &c.,  when  tlwir  country 
stands  in  so  much  need  of  their  assistance. 

The  eighth  chapter  is  a  project  for  uniting  the  seven] 
smaller  corporations  of  liars  into  one  society.  It  ia  tw 
tedious  to  give  a  full  account  of  the  whole  scheme: 
what  is  most  remarkable  is,  that  this  society  ought  to 
consist  of  the  heads  of  each  party ;  that  no  lie  is  (o 
pass  current  without  their  approbation,  they  being  the 
best  judges  of  the  present  exigencies,  and  what  soiti 
of  lies  are  demanded  ;  that  in  such  a  corporation  there 
ought  to  be  men  of  all  professions,  that  tI  flr^iri*,  and 
the  ri  ilx.ay6Vj  that  is,  decency  and  probability,  may  be 
observed  as  much  as  possible ;  that,  besides  the  perms 
above  mentioned,  this  society  ought  to  oonaist  of  the 
hopeful  geniuses  about  the  tovm  (of  which  there  are 
great  plenty  to  be  picked  up  in  the  several  eofleehooaes), 
travellers,  virtuosoes,  fox-hunters,  jockeys,  attorneys,  old 
seamen  and  soldiers  out  of  the  hoipitals  of  Greenwicii 
and  Chelsea ;  to  this  society,  so  constituted,  ought  to  be 
committed  the  sole  management  of  lying ;  that  in  their 
outer  room  there  ought  always  to  attend  some  perwos 
endowed  with  a  great  stock  of  credulity,  a  generstioo 
that  thrives  mightily  in  this  soil  and  climate :  he  thinks 
a  sufficient  number  of  them  may  be  picked  up  anyvhoe 
about  the  Exchange :  these  are  to  circulate  what  the 
others  coin ;  for  no  man  spreads  a  lie  with  •>  good  a 
gmce  as  he  that  believes  it :  that  the  rule  of  the  society 
be  to  invent  a  lie,  and  sometimes  two,  for  every  day; 
in  the  choice  of  which  great  regard  ought  to  be  bad  tt) 
the  weather  and  the  season  of  the  year :  yonr  p^*(^' 
or  terrifying  lies,  do  mighty  well  in  November  and 
December,  but  not  so  well  in  May  and  June,  un- 
less the  easterly  winds  reign:  that  it  ought  to  he 
penal  for  anybody  to  talk  of  anything  hat  the  lie 
of  the  day :  that  the  society  is  to  maintain  a  (ef- 
ficient number  of  spies  at  court,  and  other  pla<A 
to  furnish  hints  and  topics  for  inventicm,  and  a  ge- 
neral correspondence  of  all  the  market-towns  for  <i^• 
culating  their  lies :  that  if  any.  one  of  the  society  wr? 
observetl  to  blush,  or  look  out  of  countenance,  or  vast 
a  necessary  circumstance  in  telling  the  lie,  he  onghtto 
be  expelled,  and  declared  incapable :  besides  the  vas- 
ing  lies,  there  ought  to  be  a  private  oommittee  far 
whisperers,  constituted  of  the  ablest  men  of  the  society- 
Here  the  author  makes  a  digression  in  praise  of  ^ 
Whig  party,  for  the  right  understanding  and  use  of 
proof-lies.  A  proof-lie  is  like  a  proof-charge  f«v^ 
piece  of  ordnance,  to  try  a  standard  credulity.  ^ 
such  a  nature  he  takes  transubstantiation  to  be  in  the 
Church  of  Rome,  a  proof-article,  which  if  any  «* 
swallows,  they  are  sure  he  will  digest  everything  eJ* . 
therefore  the  Whig  party  do  wisely,  to  try  AecreduNt* 
of  tlie  people  sometimes  by  swingers,  that  tiiey  may  N" 
able  to  judge  to  wliat  height  they  may  charge  them 
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•ftenranU.  Towards  the  end  of  this  chapter,  he  warns 
tSc  heads  of  parties  ai^iiist  believing  tlieir  own  lies, 
vliidi  has  proved  of  peniicious  consequences  of  late ; 
h)th  a  wise  party,  and  a  wise  nation,  having  regulated 
I  heir  afl'airs  anon  lies  of  their  own  invention.  The 
ciutts  of  this  he  supposed  to  be,  too  great  a  zeal  and 
iiitfuseness  in  tlie  practice  of  this  art,  and  a  vehement 
best  iu  mutual  conversation,  whereby  they  persuade 
mie  another,  that  what  they  wish,  and  report  to  be  true, 
ii  really  so :  that  all  parties  have  been  subject  to  this 
miffortuoe.  The  Jacobites  have  been  constantly  infested 
with  it;  but  the  Whigs  of  late  seemed  even  to  exceed 
tJmn  in  this  ill  habit  and  weakness.  To  this  chapter 
tb«  author  subjoins  a  calendar  of  lies,  proper  for 
the  Mveral  months  of  the  year. 

The  ninth  chanter  treats  of  the  celerity  and  duration 
cf  lies.  As  to  toe  celerity  of  their  motion,  the  author 
UTS  it  ii  almost  incredible :  he  gives  several  instances 
of  lies  that  have  gone  faster  than  a  man  can  ride  post : 
your  terrifying  lies  travel  at  a  prodigious  rate,  above 
teo  miles  an  hour  :  your  whbpers  move  iu  a  narrow 
rortex.  hot  very  awiiUy.  The  author  says,  it  is  im- 
pjtsible  to  explain  several  phaenomena  in  relation  to 
tiie  celerity  of  lies,  without  the  supposition  of  syn- 
chrooi«m  and  combination.  As  to  the  duration  of  lies, 
b«  Myt  there  are  of  all  sorts,  from  hours  and  days  to 
^f^;  that  there  are  some  which,  like  insects,  die  and 
^'vive  again  in  a  different  form;  that  good  artists, 
liU  peuule  who  build  upon  a  short  lease,  will  calcu- 
Uitf  tbc  duration  of  a  lie  surely  to  answer  their  purpose ; 
to  last  just  as  long,  and  no  longer,  than  the  turn  is 
■erred. 

llie  tenth  chapter  treats  of  the  characteristics  of  lies ; 
W  to  know  when,  where,  and  by  whom  invented. 
Uur  Dutch,  English  and  French  ware  are  amply  dis- 
tiii^iahi-d  from  one  another ;  an  Exchange  lie  from 
uoe  coined  at  the  other  end  of  the  town  :  great  judg- 
I'lait  is  to  be  shown  as  to  tlie  place  where  tlie  species 
i'UjteiiUed  to  circulate:  very  low  and  base  coin  will 
^rrt  for  Wapping  :  there  are  several  colleehouses  tliat 
iuve  their  particular  stamps,  which  a  judicious  prac- 
titioofcr  may  easily  know.  All  your  great  men  nave 
^  proper  phantateustics.  The  author  says  he  has 
stuiiwd,  by  study  and  application,  to  so  great  skill  iu 
tbis  matter  that,  bring  liim  any  lie,  he  can  tell  whose 
uiuffe  it  bean  so  truly,  as  the  great  man  himself  sliall 
iwt  have  the  face  to  deny  it.  The  promissory  lies  of 
Kftit  QUO  are  known  by  shouldering,  hugging,  squecz- 
Mi?.  imiling,  bowing ;  and  their  lies  in  matter  of  fact, 
b)  immoderate  swearing. 

He  spends  the  whole  eleventh  chapter  on  one  simple 
lueitioo,  whether  a  lie  is  best  contradicted  by  truth, 
w  by  another  lief  The  author  says  that,  considering 
tbc  l^rge  extent  of  the  cylindrical  surface  of  the  soul, 
«<tti  tbe  great  propensity  to  believe  lies  in  the  generality 
orouuikind  of  late  years,  he  thinks  the  properest  con- 
tTAiUctiuo  to  a  lie  is  another  lie.  For  example,  if  it 
uuiuld  be  reported  that  the  pretender  was  in  Loudon, 
•n«  vuuld  not  contradict  it  by  saying,  he  never  was  iu 
ilugliujj ;  but  you  must  prove  by  eye-witnesses  that 
Y  came  no  further  than  Greenwich,  and  then  went 
^^  again.  Thus  if  it  be  spread  about  that  a  great 
|»TMu  were  dying  of  some  disease,  you  must  not  say 
^  truth,  that  they  are  in  healtli,  and  uever  liad  such 
Vjj|**«»  but  that  they  are  slowly  recovering  of  it.  So 
<w  was  not  long  ago  a  gentleman,  who  affirmed,  that 
fhe  treaty  with  France,  for  bringing  popery  and  slavery 
iDt^  EagUod,  was  signed  the  15th  of  September;  to 
which  another  answered  very  judiciously,  not,  by  op- 
j^jiuig  truth  to  his  lie,  that  there  was  no  such  treaty ; 
i>ut  that,  to  his  certain  knowledge,  there  were  many 
Uuoji  iu  thg^  tj^y  ^j  y^^  adjusted. 

I  uie  acoouot  of  the  second  volume  of  this  excellent 
«4lMe  is  reserved  for  another  time.] 


THE  ADDRESS  OF  THE  HOUSE  OF 
LORDS  TO  THE  QUEEN.  APRIL  9, 1713. 

DRAWN    UP  BY   DB.   SWIFT,    AT  THE  COMMAND  OF  THK 
LORD  TUEASVRER  ;   AND  DELIVERED  BY  TUE  DUKE 

OF    GRAFTON. 


**  Lord  Trsasurie  showed  me  aoine  of  the  queen's  sporch 
which  I  comtrtod  ia  several  places ;  and  penned  the  vote  or  ad- 
dress of  thanks  for  the  speecli."— /vnnia/  de  SteUa,  March  8, 
171218. 

"  Lord  Tmsnrer  engaged  me  to  dine  with  him  lo^> ;  and  I 
had  ready  what  h«  wanted."— /6u(.  March  ». 

"I  din«d  anin  with  lord  treasurer;  but,  the  parliament 
being  pruroguinl.  I  must  keep  whut  1  have  till  next  wo«rk  ;  for  I 
believe  he  will  not  sec  it  till  the  evening  before  the  sessiun." — 
Ibid.  March  IT. 

"  I  dined  agahi  with  the  lord  treasurer :  and  though  the 
business  I  had  with  him  ia  somethmg  against  Thursday,  when 
the  iiorliameni  i^  to  meet,  and  tliia  is  Tuesday,  ho  put  it  off  till 
to-morrow."— iWd,  April?,  1713. 

We,  your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  the 
lords  spiritual  and  temporal  in  parHainent  assembled, 
do,  with  the  greatest  joy  and  satisfaction,  return 
our  humble  thanks  to  your  majesty,  for  your  most 
gracious  speech  from  the  throne;  and  for  communi- 
cating to  this  house  that  peace  is  agreed  on,  so  honour- 
able to  your  majesty,  and  safe  and  advantageous  to 
your  kingdoms ;  by  which  we  hope,  with  the  blessing 
of  God,  that  your  people  will  in  a  few  years  recover 
themselves,  after  so  long  and  expensive  a  war.  We 
likewise  beg  leave  to  congratulate  with  your  majesty 
upon  the  success  of  your  endeavours  for  a  general  peace ; 
whereby  the  tranquillity  and  welfare  of  Europe  will  he 
owing  (next  to  the  Divine  Providence)  to  your  majesty's 
wisdom  and  goodnen.  We  nerer  had  the  least  doubt 
that  your  majesty,  who  is  the  greatest  ornament  and 
protector  of  the  Ftotestant  religion,  would  do  every- 
thing for  securing  the  Protestant  succession ;  towards 
which  nothing  can  be  more  necessary  than  the  jjerfect 
harmony  there  is  between  your  majesty  and  the  bouse 
of  Hanover.  And  we  do  humbly  assure  your  majesty, 
that,  as  you  are  pleased  to  express  your  dependence, 
(next  under  God,)  upon  the  duty  and  affection  of  your 
people ;  we  think  ourselves  boimd,  by  the  greatest  tics 
of  religion,  loyalty,  and  gratitude,  to  make  all  returns 
that  can  be  due  from  the  most  obedient  subjecti  to 
the  most  indulgent  sovereign. 


A  MODEST  INQUIRY  INTO  THE 
REASONS  OF  THE  JOY 

EXraeSSED  BY  A  CERTAIN  SET  OF  PEOPLE,  rPON  TUB 
SPREADING  OP  A  REPORT  OK  HER  MAJESTY's 

DEATH. 


Thv  following  arcnunt  of  the  queen's  illness,  and  its  effect 
upon  the  state  of  parties,  is  from  Swifl's  own  pen  :-*"  In  the 
midst  of  tlu>iM  dispositions  at  court,  the  queen  fvll  dangerously 
sick  at  Windsor,  about  1713.  It  was  ccmftdeutly  re^irted  in 
town  that  bho  w.is  dead,  and  the  heads  of  thu  ex*)tectin;;  r<^rty 
were  said  to  have  various  meetings  thereupon,  and  a  t^rrmt 
hurrying  of  chairs  and  ooeches  to  anil  from  the  oarl  of  Wharton's 
house.  Whether  tliis  were  true  or  not,  yet  this  much  is  certain, 
that  the  expressions  of  Joy  anpcarod  verv  frequent  and  Inuil 
amonff  many  of  that  party ;  wnich  pTOceedin^r,  men  of  form  did 
not  altow  to  be  altoKcther  decent."—***  The  oueen  luul  early 
notico  of  tliis  behaviour  among  the  di»contented  leaden  durim^ 
her  illness.  It  whs,  indeed,  an  aflalr  of  such  a  nature  os  re- 
quirod  no  a^graTatiun.  which,  howe^vr.  would  not  have  been 
wanting ;  tho  women  of  both  parties.*  who  then  attended  her 
maickty,  being  well  disposed  lo  represent  it  in  the  strongest 
livht.  llie  result  %i  as.  tliat  the  quern  immediately  Uid  aside 
all  her  scheme!*  and  \ixiuus  of  reconciling  the  two  opposite  in- 
terests, and  entered  upon  a  ftrm  resolution  of  adhering  to  the 
old  EugU«li  prinriples,  from  an  opinion  that  tlie  adverse  party 
waited  impotieutly  for  her  death,  unon  views  little  consutiug 
(as  tiic  language  and  opinion  went  then^  with  the  safety  of  tlie 
Om»titution.  cither  In  church  or  state.  — Am  Inqwy  tafw  tK$ 
Bchaviuwr  v/the  Qmtfn'*  last  Umittry. 

«  Lady  Mashum  and  the  du 


406 


MODEST  INQUIRY  INTO  THE 


That  thia  inquiry  is  made  by  a  private  penon,  and  not 
by  her  majesty**  attorney 'general;  and  that  tuch  noto- 
rious offenders  have  met  only  with  an  expostulation, 
instead  of  an  indictment,  will  at  once  be  an  ever- 
lasting proof  of  the  lenity  of  the  government  and  of 
the  unprovoked  and  groundless  bitfbarity  of  such  a 
proceeding.  Amid  the  pious  intercessions  of  her  ma- 
jesty's dutiful  subjects  at  the  throne  of  grace  for  her 
health  and  recovery,  that  others  of  them  should  receive 
^e  news  of  her  death  with  joy,  and  spread  it  with  in- 
dustry, will  hardly  appear  probable  to  any  except  to 
those  who  have  been  witnesses  of  such  vile  practices, 
not  only  in  her  majesty**  capital  city,  but  in  several 
other  places  in  the  Iciugdom ;  not  only  near  Charing^ 
cross,  but  at  some  market-crosses :  that  their  passion  on 
such  an  occasion  should  prove  too  unruly  even  for  the 
caution  demanded  in  the  oelief  of  news  still  uncertain, 
for  the  severity  of  the  laws,  and  for  the  common  decency 
that  is  due  to  the  fall  even  of  the  greatest  enemy :  that 
not  only  those  who  were  sharers  of  me  common  blessings 
of  her  mild  government^  but  such  as  had  been  warmed 
by  its  kinder  influences ;  not  only  those  who  owed  their 
honours,  their  riches,  and  other  superfluities,  but  even 
the  necessaries  of  life,  to  her  bounty ;  such  as  ate  her 
bread,  wore  her  raiment,  aud  were  protected  under  the 
shelter  of  her  roof,  should  not  be  able  for  a  moment 
to  stifle  their  eager  and  impatient  ingratitude:  that 
this  behaviour  should  not  only  appear  in  those  vile 
and  detestable  places  which  are  oedicated  to  faction 
and  disorder ;  \kit  that  it  should  infect  her  majesty  s 
palaces  and  chapels  (where  the  accustomed  devotion 
for  her  health  and  prosperity  was  derided) :  these,  I  say, 
are  facts  that  mignt  demand  a  full  proof,  could  I  not 
appeal  to  their  own  consciences,  and  the  uncontestable 
evidence  of  credible  peiions. 

I  will  for  once  suppose  some  foreigner,  unacquainted 
with  our  temper  and  affairs,  to  bo  disturbed  in  his 
walks  by  some  of  the  revels  at  Charing-cross  upon  this 
occasion,  or  by  chance  to  stumble  into  a  neighbouring 
coffeehouse :  would  not  his  curiosity  prompt  him  to 
address  himself  to  the  company  after  the  following 
manner  f 

**  Gentlemen,  Though  I  am  no  Englishman,  I  rejoice 
as  much  at  the  fall  of  a  tyrant  as  any  of  you.  Surely 
this  queen  Anne  exceeded  both  Nero  and  Caligula  in 
acts  of  cruelty.  May  I  beg  you  to  relate  to  me  some 
particulars  ¥  As  for  you,  gentlemen,  who  express  such 
imusual  joy,  no  doubt  but  there  are  at  this  time  multi- 
tudes of  your  relations  and  friends  in  prison  who  were 
to  be  executed  the  next  day  if  this  lucxy  accident  had 
not  prevented  it." 

Give  me  leave  to  imagine  some  poor  disconsolate 
honest  gentlemen,  at  the  same  time,  accidentally  among 
them,  thus  answering  this  foreigner:  ''Alas!  sir,  this 
good  queen,  whom  they  now  report  to  be  dead,  during 
a  reign  of  twelve  years,  never  shed '  one  dn^  of  Uood 
for  any  misdemeanours  against  herself." 

For,  Well,  sir,  allowing  what  you  have  said  to  be 
true,  may  not  the  late  administration  have  been  ren- 
dered merciful  by  the  indulgence  of  those  entrusted 
with  the  execution  of  the  laws;  and  yet,  the  queen,  of 
whom  we  are  speaking,  have  been  in  her  own  nature  a 
wicked  and  cruel  person  f 

Gwni,  Alas !  sir,  quite  the  contrary ;  this  excellent 
queen  was  the  greatest  pattern  of  ill  princely  aud 
Christian  virtues  that  ever  adorned  a  throne;  just, 
jKitient,  firm,  devout,  charitable,  affable,  compas- 
sionate, the  sincerest  friend,  the  kindest  mistress,  the 
best  wife ! 

For,  Perhaps  she  was  of  a  different  religion ;  in- 
clined to  popery,  which  has  been  for  many  years  held 
in  the  utmost  detestation  in  this  country. 

Gent,   Sir,  this  pious  princess,  as  she  was  early  edu- 
'^  in  the  religion  of  ner  country,  so«  amid  a  court  | 


corrupted  both  in  principles  and  manners,  she  gave 
constant  proofs  of  her  unshaken  perseverance  in  it; 
and,  by  her  imblemished  life,  proved  as  great  an  ornft* 
ment  to  the  church  of  which  she  was  a  member  as  ibe 
was  a  steady  professor  of  its  doctrine  and  constant  fre- 

auenter  of  its  devotions.  To  die  protestant  religion 
be  sacrificed  her  most  tender  interests.  Where  u  that 
boasted  patriot,  who  acted  a  more  generous  part  for  tbe 
good  of  his  country  in  the  most  perilous  times  f  And, 
since  Providence  set  the  crown  upon  her  head,  io 
what  single  instance  has  she  departed  firom  thotr 
maxims  f 

For,  I  confess,  then,  I  am  at  a  loss  to  find  oat  the 
cause  of  so  great  an  exultation  for  the  death  of  so  ex* 
cellent  a  princess :  but  it  has  sometimes  happened,  by 
the  connivance  of  good  monarchs,  that  their  peopk 
have  been  oppressed ;  and  that  peihaps  might  be  joar 
case  in  the  late  reign. 

Gent,  So  much  otherwise,  that  no  annals  can  pro- 
duce a  reign  freer  from  oppression.  Our  gnaooi 
queen  "  never  accepted  the  persons  of  the  wicked,  not 
overthrew  the  righteous  in  judgment.  Whose  ox  or 
whose  ass  did  she  take  f  She  was  alwa3rs  ready  to  it' 
lieve,  but  never  to  oppress,  the  poor,  the  fiitherlesi,  sod 
the  afllicted.  Her  neart  was  not  lifted  up  above  her 
brethren ;  nor  did  she  turn  aside  firom  tiie  oommsnd* 
ment,  to  the  right  or  to  the  left."  Her  composnonate 
mind  pitied  even  those  countries  which  suffered  by  the 
power  of  her  victorious  arms.  Where  are  tbe  ks^ 
effects  of  the  pride  and  cruelty  of  queen  Anne  to  he 
discovered  f  So  imposrible  is  it  to  brand  her  govenh 
ment  with  any  instance  of  aeverity,  that  perhaps  it  may 
be  more  justly  censured  for  excess  of  clemency ;  a  cle- 
mency me  continuance  whereof  had  once  broMight  her 
into  the  utmost  distress,  till  that  tender  regard  which 
she  had  always  shown  for  the  liberties  of  her  subjecti 
taught  them  in  return  to  struggle  as  bard  for  the 
lib^ty  of  their  sovereign ;  even  for  th&t  ooramoo  right 
of  all  mankind,  the  choosing  her  own  servants. 

For.  Give  me  leave  to  make  anotber  suppositioa. 
Princes    sometimes    turn    liberality    into    profiisioii, 

auander  their  treasure,  and  impoverish  their  people, 
lay  nothing  of  this  kind  be  laid  to  tiie  charge  of  the 
deceased  queen  f 

Gent,  You  cannot  but  have  heard,  that,  when  die 
came  to  the  crown,  she  found  a  dangerous  war  prepared 
for  her,  in  which  it  pittsed  God  to  bless  her  wid)  an 
unexpected  success.  NVhen  the  purposes  seemed  to  be 
answered  for  which  it  was  undeilaken,  die  thought  fit 
to  stop  the  vital  streams  of  the  blood  and  treasure  of 
her  people,  and  to  put  a  period  to  a  war  that  nov 
served  only  to  gratify  the  covetousness  or  ambition  tt 
those  she  was  confederated  with,  as  well  as  the  vast  it- 
signs  of  a  faction  at  home ;  and,  with  peace,  to  endes* 
vour  to  settle  such  a  commerce  as  might  in  aome 
measure  reimburse  her  subjects  of  the  vast  tressne 
they  had  expended.  Alasf  here  is  her  crime;  toadi- 
ing  those  points  she  *'  is  now  called  in  qnesticin  **  by 
those  gentlemen.  As  for  her  own  expenses,  I  wish  they 
had  reached  as  far  as  the  necessaries  and  convenienoei 
of  life,  which,  some  can  testify,  she  has  often  denied 
herself,  that  she  might  have  to  give  to  those  who  vo* 
in  want.  If  ever  her  liberality  exceeded  its  p» 
bounds,  it  was  to  a  set  of  teen  who  would  now  use  the 
riches  they  enjoy  by  her  bounty  to  insult  her.  Devo- 
tion and  business  were  all  the  pleasures  of  herlifc: 
when  she  had  any  relaxation  from  the  latter,  it  wu 
only  by  some  painful  attack  of  the  gout.  The  csKi 
of  government,  no  doubt,  had  prejudiced  her  constittt* 
tion :  but  monsters  sure  are  they  that  can  rejoioe  fo 
the  loss  of  a  life  worn  out  in  their  own  service.  I  hope 
you  will  have  the  goodness  to  believe  there  are  hot  fr« 
of  us  who  deserve  this  infamous  character.  The  bulk 
of  her  subjects,  and  many  good  Christians  besides,  n 
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other  puts  of  the  world,  are,  no  doubt,  daily  offering  up 
their  ardent  prayen  and  vows  for  the  presenration  of  so 
pxvrioaf  a  life. 

Far.  From  what  you  have  sud,  I  readily  condemn 
Hit  umeasonable  joy  of  those  gentlemen ;  but  mankind 
are  governed  by  meir  interest  You  Englishmen  sel- 
dom disguise  your  passions.  A  monarch  may  have  a 
diDuund  good  qualities ;  but  particular  men,  who  do 
not  feel  the  benign  influence  of  them,  may  be  tempted, 
perhaps,  to  wish  for  a  change. 

Gent,  Give  me  leave  to  whisper  you :  That  man  of 
quality,  whom  you  see  in  such  an  ezstacy,  ei^joys,  by 
her  majesty's  bounty,  one  of  the  most  advantageous 
places  of  the  kingdom. — ^That  other  gentleman  s  coach, 
that  stands  there  at  the  door,  was  bought  with  her  ma- 
jesty's money. — ^The  laced  coat,  the  hat  and  feather, 
that  officer  wears,  were  purchased  with  her  pay;  and 
you  ne  her  arms  on  his  gorget — Hiis  noble  person's 
rdatioDS  have  been  brought  from  the  lowest  degree  of 
gentlemen,  and  surfeited  with  riches  and  honours  by 
her  majesty :  so  tiiat  she  may  truly  complain,  "  She 
hss  nooffished  and  brought  up  children,  but  they  have 
rebelled  against  her." 

For.  Tnily,  tar,  I  am  amased  at  what  you  say ;  and 
yet  there  appears  so  much  candour  and  confidence  in 
jour  ssMrtions,  that  I  can  hardly  suspect  the  truth  of 
them.  I  have  travelled  through  many  a  desolate 
country,  and  heazd  the  sroans  of  many  an  afflicted 
people,  who  wotdd  have  thought  themselves  blessed  if 
the  united  virtues  of  this  lady  had  been  parcelled  out 
among  all  their  goven|ors.  Those  virtues  of  princes 
that  most  danle  die  eyes  of  mankind  are  often  dearly 
paid  for  by  their  people,  who  are  forced  to  purchase 
them  a  plaice  in  the  annals  of  fame  at  the  dear  price  of 
their  blood  and  treasure :  and  I  believe  they  would  sel- 
•lorn  find  fiudt  with  them  for  being  peaceably  inclined. 
I  am  a  stzaofler ;  and  in  such  a  diaorderly  night  as  this, 
may  meet  widi  some  afliont ;  so  must  bid  you  fare- 
well, honing  you  will  find  this  melancholy  news  con- 
twdictett 

I  may  appeal  to  any  impartial  reader,  whether  there 
Is  anything  forced  or  unnatural  in  this  dialogue;  and 
theu  desire  him  to  pass  his  judgment  upon  the  procecd- 
i'lgi  of  these  who  rejoiced  at  her  death.  But  to  return 
to  my  inquiry  : — 

The  circumstanoes  of  queen  Elizabeth  much  resemble 
^hose  of  her  present  majesty,  with  this  difierenccL 
(hit  queen  Elisabeth  was  forced  upon  many  great  and 
remarkable  pieces  of  severity  from  which  it  has  pleased 
(>ud  to  free  her  present  majesty — ^I  hope  as  a  particular 
hleaing  upon  her  reign,  and  indulgence  to  her  merciful 
temper.  Ttaough  diere  were  many  factions  at  that  time, 
both  of  the  papists  and  puritans,  to  neither  of  which  she 
gave  much  quarter,  so  tnat  her  very  life  was  often  con- 
ipired  against  by  many  sets  of  viUains  among  the  pa- 
I*^;  though  she  had  no  posterity  to  revenge  her 
quancls,  but,  on  the  contrary,  her  ministry  had  most 
'^uon  to  be  afraid  of  the  vengeance  of  the  successor ; 
yet  die  carried  the  respect  and  duty  of  her  subjects  with 
hvT  even  to  the  grave.  By  the  wise  and  dose  manage- 
Dwut  of  her  ministry,  her  being  sick  of  the  small-poz 
'^  Hampton  Court  was  concealed  from  the  people  till 
'^  vas  almost  well.  Had  they  known  it,  it  would  have 
l|eeu  the  constant  subject  of  their  devotions,  as  every 
little  disorder  of  hers  was.  Whether  from  the  fear  of 
pttnisbmcnf,  a  regard  to  decency,  love  to  tlieir  country, 
ur  the  sense  of  their  duty  and  all^iance,  which  were 
ivA  extinguished  in  those  days ;  none  of  those  multi- 
^)i<H  wluch  had  suffered  great  hardships,  durst  mutter, 
^  ever  dreamed  of  showing  the  least  malice  or  insolence 
^<>  her,  even  in  her  old  age  and  the  very  last  scene  of 
|)er  life;  and  yet  she  was  a  true  friend  to  peace,  it  be- 
ing ber  constant  maxim,  **  That  it  was  more  glorious  to 
pKvent  a  war  by  wisdom,  than  to  finish  it  by  victories.'* 


When  she  had  a  mind  to  break  off  in  the  middle  of  a 
successful  war,  in  which  she  was  engaged  against  a  more 
formidable  power,  and  a  more  hopeful  candidate  for 
universal  monarchy  than  any  that  has  since  appeared ; 
a  war  that  was  managed  without  the  help  of  destructive 
funds,  and  large  issues,  of  English  treasures  to  foreign 
states ;  a  war  that  was  carried  on  with  the  proper  force 
of  the  nation,  vis.,  dieir  fleets,  and  rather  served  to  bring 
in  great  quantities  of  bullion  than  to  carry  it  out :  I 
say,  when  she  had  a  mind  to  make  peace,  1  do  not  hear 
that  every  little  retailer  of  politics  presumed  to  tell  her 
that  it  was  not  yet  time  to  lav  down  her  arms ;  that 
Spain  was  not  yet  sufficiently  reduced ;  that  the  boJance 
of  Europe  was  not  perfectly  settied.  Indeed,  her  cap- 
tain-general for  that  war  seemed  to  reason  at  the  coun- 
cil-board with  too  much  warmth  for  the  continuance 
of  it ;  but  I  do  not  hear  that  her  lord-treasurer  was  dis- 
graced for  advertising  him  at  that  time,  '*  that  the 
blood-thirsty  man  should  not  live  half  his  da3rs  ;*'  a 
prophecy  but  too  truly  verified.  When  she  resolved 
to  bring  down  tiie  haughty  spirit  of  that  great  man, 
I  do  not  read  that  many  people  soothed  him  in  his 
ambitious  projects;  except  his  flatterers.  Blunt  and 
CufTe,  to  whom  he  spoke  these  remarkable  words 
upon  tiie  scaffold :  *'  Ask  pardon  of  God  and  the 
queen,  for  you  were  the  persons  that  chiefly  provoked 
me  to  this  disloyalty."  And  happy  had  it  been  for 
him  had  he  hearkened  to  the  lord-kee|)er,  who  advised 
him  to  submit  to  the  queen  his  sovereign,  and  to  re- 
member that  passage  of  Seneca :  *^  If  the  law  punish 
one  who  is  guilty,  he  must  submit  to  justice ;  if  one 
who  is  innocent,  he  must  submit  to  fortune.** 

I  do  not  find  one  single  address  from  either  house  of 
parliament,  advising  queen  Elisabeth  to  vest  her  cap- 
tain-general in  the  Low  Countries  with  more  power. 
On  tne  contrary,  it  is  recorded,  to  her  lasting  honour, 
that  she  wrote  to  him,  '<  to  allay  his  aspirings ;  that  she 
admired  how  a  man  whom  she  had  raised  out  of  the 
dust  should  so  contemptuously  violate  her  com- 
mands;** desiring  the  States  to  divest  him  of  that 
absolute  authority  to  which  she  had  set  such  bounds 
as  he  should  not  pass. 

When  this  prudent  queen  had  demanded  and  ob- 
tained from  the  Dutch  me  town  of  Flushing,  castle  of 
Ramekins,  and  the  isle  of  Brill,  to  be  surrendered  to 
her  as  cautionary  for  repayment  of  the  sums  she  might 
expend  in  their  service,  I  do  not  find  any  Englishman 
at  that  time  ideading  the  cause  of  the  distressed  pro- 
vinces, (which  then,  indeed,  was  allowed  to  be  a  proper 
style,)  complaining  of  the  narrowness  of  their  frontier, 
and  remonstrating  against  this  as  a  hard  bargain :  nor 
do  I  remember  thai  her  successor  was  thanked  by  the 
nation  for  giving  up  those  cautionarv  towns,  whicn  she 
thought  as  safe  in  her  own  hands  as  u  those  of  the  best 
of  her  allies. 

This  excellent  queen  was  sometimes,  indeed,  at- 
tacked with  pamphlets :  particularly  by  one,  entitled, 
**  The  Gulf  wherein  England  will  be  swallowed  by  the 
French  Marriage:"  for  which  Stubs*  and  Page  Tthe 
one  tiie  author,  the  other  the  dispexser)  lost  each  tneir 
right  hand.  And  to  show  that  men  in  those  days  had 
both  a  sense  of  their  duty  and  their  guilt,  when  Stubs 
had  his  right  hand  cut  off,  he  immediately  uncovered 
his  head  with  the  other,  and  cried,  <<  God  save  the 
Queen  r  I  never  read  that,  during  the  time  of  the 
execution,  they  were  protected  by  a  mob  of  chimney* 
sweepers  hired  by  their  partisans. 

•  John  Stnba  of  Lincoln's  Inn,  gent.,  a  nuwl  rifid  Puritan, 
anthorof  "  A  Dtaoovery  of  a  Oaphu;  Qalf  for  Knglind.  by  an- 
other French  Marriagv,  if  the  Lonf  forbid  not  the  Btinns,  bv 
letting  her  Majesty  Qiirrn Ellubeth  see  the  Sin,  Ac.  thereof; 
printed  1579,  8to.  See  Csmden**  "  Annals  of  Qaeen  Elicv 
beth/*  under  the  year  IM1«  Wood  wm,  that  Thomas  Cartwrisht. 
the  Corypheus  of  the  Puritans  of  his  time,  ysn  supposed  to 
I  have  been  concerned  In  writing  this  pamphlet. 
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What  cauie  shall  we  then  anign  of  this  tumultuoui 
and  excetsive  joy  of  the  party  :  their  industry  to  spread, 
and  their  eagerness  to  believe,  what  they  so  much 
wished  i  Were  all  the  glories  and  blessings  of  queen 
Anne  a  reign  so  soon  to  bie  forgotten  f  Were  their  pro- 
testations of  loyalty  and  affection  nothing  else  but  pe- 
titions for  preferment?  or  did  they  proceed  only  from 
the  fear  of  Newgate  and  Tybum  ?  Might  not  all  her 
cares  and  labours,  that  (in  her  circumstances)  could 
have  no  other  end  but  the  welfare  of  her  people,  have 
deserved  one  pitying  tear  f  Could  not  even  (allowing 
their  own  supposition)  her  mistaken  zeal  for  restoring 
the  peace  and  commerce  of  her  subjects,  her  tenderness 
to  their  exhausted  purses,  and  her  care  to  transmit  their 
liberties  safe  to  posterity,  plead  for  one  relenting  thought? 
Might  not  some  regard  have  been  paid  to  her  personal 
virtues,  and  to  the  rare  example  she  has  left  behind  her, 
of  the  constant  practice  of  all  Christian  duties  amid  the 
grandeur  and  temptations  of  a  court  t  No !  All  these 
things,  it  seems^  were  to  be  the  subject  oif  mirth,  ridi- 
cule, and  of  the  songs  of  drunkards ;  and  the  death  of 
the  noble,  the  pious,  the  fortunate  queen  Anne,  our 
countrywoman,  flesh  of  our  flesh,  and  bone  of  our  bone,' 
was  to  be  celebrated  as  a  festival  of  joy ! 

And  is  the  death,  then,  of  this  excellent  princess 
become  so  absolutely  necessary  at  this  time  for  the 
welfare  of  her  people  ?  I  should  rather  imagine,  even 
allowing  their  fear^  and  jealousies  to  be  well  founded, 
that  some  degrees  of  prudence,  temper,  and  tenderness 
for  their  fellow-subjects,  might  induce  them  to  reason 
after  the  following  manner : — 

*^  That  it  is  good  to  put  an  evil  day  far  off;  that 
none  can  be  more  terrible  than  (hat  which  brings  con- 
fusion, disorder,  and  perhaps  a  civil  war ;  that  Provi- 
dence may  find  a  way  to  disappoint  our  fears.  It  if 
possible  the  spirit  of  foction  may  abate,  and  that  even 
these  formidable  enemies  of  the  succession  may  vanish, 
or  return  to  a  sense  of  their  duty  and  danger :  that 
France  may  fall  under  the  government  of  a  minor,  and 
have  business  enough  at  home ;  nay,  it  is  possible  that 
the  pretender  himself  may  die  before  her  present  ma- 
jesty: and,  considering  the  changeable  condition  of 
British  affairs,  it  is  not  improbable  that  the  Whigs  may 
recover  their  credit,  both  at  court  and  in  the  country ;  and 
then  to  be  sure  all  things  must  go  well.  Nay,  who  can 
tell  but  that  the  successors  may  think  it  their  interest 
to  be  kings  of  Britain  rather  than  kings  of  the  Whigs  V* 
All  or  any  one  of  those  things  are  fully  as  probable  as 
that  the  queen,  lords,  and  commons,  should  agree  to 
alter  the  present  establishment ;  and  much  more  so  than 
that  her  present  majesty  should  divest  herself  of  her 
crown  and  dignity  in  favour  of  a  popish  successor. 
Let  her  live,  then ;  and  let  us  still  hope  that  Providence, 
which  has  honoured  her  to  be  the  instrument  of  great 
blessings  as  well  to  Europe  as  her  own  people,  may 
continue  to  do  so  still.  How  short  and  obscure  are  the 
views  of  mankind  when  they  look  into  futurity !  We 
are  at  least  as  often  obliged  to  Providence  for  denying 
OS  for  granting  what  we  most  earnestly  desire.  Out 
of  respect  to  my  country,  I  would  fain  believe  the  num- 
ber of  such  miscreants  to  be  but  few.  What  would  all 
the  rest  of  the  world  think  of  us  else?  Would  not  they 
look  upon  us  as  the  most  ungrateful,  factious,  fickle 
race  of  mortals  under  the  sunt  Histories  are  full  of  the 
dismal  effects  of  the  government  of  tyrannical  princes, 
and  of  their  fatal  ends ;  and  they  are  justly  set  up  as 
beacons  to  warn  others  of  the  same  rank  from  the  rocks 
and  shelves  whereon  they  have  split.  But  are  there  no 
memoirs  of  the  undutifulness  of  subjects,  and  the  fatal 
consequences  of  tlieir  factious  and  ungovernable  tem- 
pers? I  am  alratd  the  general  current  of  history  will 
inform  us  that  tyrannical  princes  have  been  more  punc- 
tually obeyed  than  the  good  and  the  merciful.  Princes 
A  An  allusion  to  the  foreign  nuse  which  wiu  to  succeed  hsr. 


read  history,  as  well  as  subjects.  They  are  qaick- 
sighted  enough  to  make  inferences  to  justify,  what  they 
are  but  too  much  inclined  to,  the  undue  exercise  of 
their  power.  "  Is  it  not  plain,"  say  they,  '*  that  mon- 
archs  too  often  suffer  by  their  indulgence?  that  the 
rigorous  exercise  of  power  is  the  only  foundation  of 
obedience  ?  To  what  purpose,  then,  is  it  to  court  ttw 
fallacious  breath  of  the  changeable  multitude?*"  I  am 
afraid  too  many  of  them  reason  after  this  manner ;  and 
that  the  tyranny  of  bad  princes  is  often  founded  upon 
the  misbehaviour  of  subjects  to  good  ones.  Let  such, 
&erefore,  consider  what  misery  their  factious  and  dii> 
obedient  temper  may  bring  upon  their  posterity,  doC 
only  from  the  direct  influence  and  tendency  of  it,  but 
also  by  the  appointment  of  Divine  Providence. 

For  shame,  then,  let  us  not  verify  the  description 
which  the  ambassador  made  of  us ;  who,  being  deiired 
by  his  master  to  give  a  character  of  the  English  nation, 
as  a  full  answer  to  his  demand,  presented  him  with  a 
medal ;  on  the  one  side  of  which  ttie  English  monareli 
was  pictured  as  a  lion,  and  all  hb  people  about  him 
like  lambs ;  and,  on  ^e  reverse,  the  monarch  like  a 
lamb,  and  all  the  people  like  lions. 

Let  us  now  poceed  to  guess  at  the  source  of  tfali  do> 
seasonable  exultation.  I  begin  witli  the  oommoD  caot 
of  the  whole  party,  the  fear  of  a  popish  sncoessor  aad 
popery.  The  loss  of  the  duke  of  Gloucester,  and  the 
want  of  hopes  of  posterity  from  her  present  majesty, 
are  misfortunes  never  enough  to  be  lamented ;  but  ii  ii 
not  a  very  ungenerous  way  of  proceeding,  instead  of 
comforting  and  supporting  their  prince  under  this  ca* 
lamity,  to  insult  and  despise  her  for  it  ?  to  multiply 
their  affronts  and  indignities,  because  she  wants  pos- 
terity who  might  possibly  revenge  them  ?  May  such 
ignoble  and  base  sentiments  be  far  from  the  ^oughti 
of  every  true-hearted  Briton !  and  may  He  who  hat 
commanded  us  "  not  to  add  affliction  to  the  afflicted" 
never  avenge  such  inhuman  and  unjust  dealings !  But 
still  I  am  to  seek  how  the  fear  of  a  popish  saccesior 
should  operate  in  joy  for  the  death  of  a  Protestant  pos- 
senor !  This  appeaurs  no  less  unaccountable  than  other 
parts  of  their  system  of  politics,  a  short  view  of  which 
seems  to  be  this : 

That  the  Protestant  succession  is  in  the  utmost  dsnge. 

That,  in  order  to  strengthen  it,  a  bad  understandiog 
must  be  kept  up  between  the  successor  and  her  present 
majesty,  the  ministry,  and  all  who  axe  vested  with  power 
and  authority  in  the  nation. 

For  this  end,  the  successor  must  be  persuaded  that 
those  are  his  mortal  enemies ;  and  the  ministxy,  on  the 
other  hand,  must  be  told  tliat  he  is  coming  to  bang 
them  all  up. 

That  they  hope  the  ministry  are  firm  friends  to  the 
pretender ;  that  they  ought  to  be  so,  having  no  other 
game  to  play ;  and  that  they  should  be  sorry  to  6tA 
them  otherwise  inclined. 

That  at  this  moment  the  queen  is  expiring ;  aixi 
the  giiards  gone  downi  as  far  as  Dover  to  meet  the  pre- 
tender. Now  rejoice,  all  true-hearted  Whigs,  at  the 
happy  prospect  of  the  glorious  scene  that  discloses  tti^^ 
for  Great  Britain ! 

From  these  premises  I  think  it  will  be  very  bani 
for  the  most  sagacious  man  alive  to  infer,  which  of 
three  things  is  most  in  favour  with  these  gentleman 
who  are  so  transported ;  viz.,  whether  the  Protestant 
successor,  the  pretender,  or  confusion  ?  I  think,  ao  itf 
is  plain,  that  either  their  suspicion  of  the  danger  of  the 
Protestant  succession  is  counterfeit,  or  that  they  are  for 
one  or  the  other.  And  indeed  what  can  one  gather 
from  their  mad  and  extravagant  discourse,  but  that  t( 
is  all  grimace?  "  Popery  is  breaking  ia  like  a  totwA. 
Mass  will  be  quickly  said  in  churches.  Clergy^^' 
wives  are  taking  their  last  leave  of  their  hasfaanda,"  A:c. 
Good  God !  that  ever  I  should  live  to  see  the  FnM^A 
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note  abandoned  by  a  quera,  (who  has  sacrificed  for 
tbe  ake  of  it  what  was  perhaps  dearer  than  her  life,) 
by  the  nobility,  clergy,  and  gentry  of  the  nation ;  and 
tb«  lole  defence  of  it  left  to  Redpath,  Dick  Steel,  and 
tbrir  sssociates,  with  the  apostles  of  Young  Man's 
cofferhoose!  Before  I  leave  this  head,  I  would  desire 
HKSt^Hamn^  who  are  constantlY  making  such  ma* 
lidous  insinuations  against  men  of  honour  and  probity, 
lu  rememher,  the  oath  of  abjuration  (what  they  so  often 
quotr,  and  what  every  honest  man  will  keep)  contains 
^th  snd  trae  allegiance  to  their  present  soyereign,  in 
as  itroi^  terms  as  the  renunciation  of  the  pretender ; 
and  that  he,  who  violates  the  first  part  of  die  oath,  gives 
but  a  imsll  security  for  his  observation  of  the  latter, 
unlen  they  tiiink  that  which  was  last  swallowed  must 
be  alwayi  uppermost. 

Another  cause  of  their  joy  upon  the  spreading  of  this 
(alse  Mvs  is,  their  discontent  at  the  peace.  And  in 
thlt  indeed  the  queen  has  reason  to  rejoice,  that  has  no 
eofmies  hut  such  as  are  enemies  to  peace.  But  is  not 
the  bopei  of  a  new  war  an  admirable  subject  for  joy,  a 
most  endearing  token  of  their  love  to  the  successor,  and 
ooe  of  their  new  methods  of  keeping  up  his  interest,  to 
Tefnsent  him  to  the  people  as  bringing  oVer  war  in  his 
train !  It  is  foreign  to  my  present  purpose  to  enter  into 
1  full  discussion  of  this  subject;  but  the  quarrelling 
lith  the  peace,  because  it  is  not  exactly  to  our  mind, 
■mni  8s  if  one  that  had  put  out  a  great  fire,  should  be 
*«ed  by  die  neighbourhood  for  some  lost  goods,  or 
duDsgcd  houses;  which  happened,  say  they,  by  his 
nuking  too  much  haste.  Let  me  advise  them  in  general, 
poC  to  disrelish  blessings  because  they  may  want  some 
injntdienti  which  their  extravagant  and  sickly  appe* 
tita  Kem  to  demand  ;  to  leave,  some  part  of  the  govem- 
BMnt  of  the  world  to  its  Maker,  and  not  to  believe 
that  he  ii  confined  to  the  narrow  maxims  of  every  whim- 
>ical politician;  not  to  think  it  impossible  diat  the  same 
pmros  that  have  restored  the  balance  of  Europe,  in  op- 
I<<«itioQ  to  so  great  a  force,  are  able  to  preserve  it ;  and 
t&it  we  have  do  reason  to  be  in  such  mighty  dread  of  a 
Kitioii  now  impoverished  and  dispirited,  (and  probably 
w  the  ere  of  a  long  minority,  with  all  the  confusion 
(^  attends  it,)  whom  we  have  humbled  in  all  its 
ptnp  and  glory. 

Maj  I  presume  to  dsKend  from  those  high  topics, 
end  to  tappose  that  the  sublime  and  public  spirit  of 
theie  patnoti  may  have  a  little  alloy  ot  a  baser  passion ; 
lul  that  self-interest  had  some  share  in  this  extraordi- 
^  ftstival?  Far  be  it  from  me  to  deny  them  the 
ilufoaeof  so  humane  a  passion!  Let  the  hopes  of 
t*«in$  better  days  produce  a  secret  satis&ction ;  but 
°>>r  they  not  be  so  affected,  without  being  brutal  and 
'^''i^voiuf  They  might  have  enjoyed  the  pleasant 
1<n«pect  of  the  approaching  fiivours  of  the  new  mon- 
vcfa  without  insulting  the  ashes  of  the  dead.  May 
^  reign  be  glorioue  and  happy !  But  I  shall  always 
|«liere,  that  insulting  the  memorv  of  her  present  ma- 
J^f  viU  be  understood  as  an  ill  compliment  to  her 
•wcoesBor.  The  &tal  event  of  her  death,  it  is  true,  put 
v<  eiMl  to  their  allegiance ;  but  not  to  the  obligations 
t<<  decency  and  gratitude.  I  have  heard  that  alle- 
<|«>ce  and  protection  are  reciprocal ;  but  never  that 
ai«?iance  and  preferment  were  so.  If  this  principle 
wsdmitted,  we  need  go  no  further  for  the  list  of  her 
■*i«»y  •  good  subjects,  than  Chamberlayne's  "  Pre- 
•^  State  of  Britain.'*  But  even  in  this  particular  the 
r>^ou:ing  party  have,  of  all  mankind,  the  least  reason 
tu  complam,  whose  present  insolence  and  nride  are  the 
^etturea  of  her  majesty's  bounty  and  indulgence ;  who 
•JAve  00  other  grievance,  that  I  know  of,  than,  when 
\bej  hare  « taken  our  cloak,  that  we  will  not  give 
»«nn  our  coat  alto.''  And  even  under  this  ministry, 
J^  opposite  party,  who  are  loud  hi  their  complaints 
•*»*  reriling  against  it,  may  appear,  upon  a  right  com- 
Ptt^*Uon,  to  have  their  quota  of  all  the  oflices  of  the 


kingdom.  Let  them  for  once  show  their  modesty 
and  not  grudge  the  nation  the  little  that  is  left ;  and 
since  they  have  so  great  a  share  in  possession,  and 
think  themselves  sure  of  all  in  reversion,  suffer  the 
poor  Tories  to  hold  their  part  during  the  period  of  the 
queen's  life. 

There  remains  still  another  cause,  which  I  am  afraid 
operates  as  strongly  as  any  of  those  already  mentioned : 
it  is  a  common  observation,  that  the  offended  party 
often  forgives ;  but  the  offending  party  seldom.  It  is 
one  of  the  corrupt  sentiments  of  me  heart  of  man,  to 
hate  one  the  more  for  having  used  them  ill ;  and  to 
wish  those  out  of  the  way,  who,  we  believe,  ought  in 

1'ustice  to  revenge  the  injuries  we  have  done  them.    I 
eave  the  application  to  themselves. 

Thus,  I  think,  I  have  briefly  enumerated  the  causes 
of  their  joy;  vix.— 

A  prospect  of  a  new  foreign  war ; 

A  fair  chance  for  a  civil  war ; 

The  expectation  of  the  monopoly  of  the  government ; 

llie  hopes  of  having  the  Tones  all  hanged ;  and. 

Their  eonsciousneas  diat  they  ought  to  be  so  them- 
selves. 

At  the  same  time,  for  be  it  from  me  to  charge  all 
who  are  called  by  the  name  of  Whigs  with  such  vil- 
lainous inclinations  and  designs;  among  whom,  I 
know,  there  are  many  worthy  and  excellent  persons. 
I  would  not  willingly  be  guilty  of  a  breach  of  charity, 
which  I  could  wish  all  parties  were  possessed  of  in  a 
greater  measure.  I  would  have  everybody,  who  is 
conscious  of  his  guilt  in  any  of  the  forementioned  par- 
ticulars, to  reflect  seriously  upon  what  I  have  hinted 
at;  both  those  who  "  cursed  tiie  queen  in  their  heart," 
and  those  who  **  cursed  her  "  in  the  open  streets ;  but, 
of  all  others,  their  guilt  is  of  the  deepest  dye,  who 
have  personal  obligations  to  her  majesty.  For  my 
part,  it  was  with  the  utmost  detestation  that  I  observed 
some,  who  owed  much  to  his  late  majesty  king  Wil- 
liam, treat  his  memory  with  scorn  and  indifference. 
Gratitude,  as  much  despised  and  disused  as  it  is,  will 
ever  continue  to  be  a  reputable  virtue,  as  long  as  man- 
kind live  in  society ;  nay,  even  if  they  should  return 
to  the  woods. 

The  melancholy  occasion  of  her  majesty's  sickness 
had  this  in  common  with  all  other  accidents;  that 
some  advantage  could  He  made  of  it,  in  discovering 
the  impotent  malice  and  foctious  purposes  of  some,  who 
would  otherwise  have  been  more  cautious  in  disguising 
their  inclinations,  till  they  believed  they  might  discover 
them  with  safety,  and  thereby  make  a  merit  with  the 
more  abandoned  part  of  the  faction.  God  be  thanked 
her  majesty  wants  not  those  faithful  subjects  who  will, 
defend  both  her  person  and  reputation  against  the 
felonious  attempts  of  such  impious  wretches,  and  who 
would  serve  her  in  the  last  moments  of  her  life  with  as 
much  fidelity  and  zeal  as  if  she  had  twenty  sons  and 
daughters  to  inherit  after  her.  Her  times  are  in  the 
hands  of  that  Almighty  Being  whose  minister  she  is, 
and  in  whom  she  comfortably  puts  her  trust ;  who  will 
not  shorten  the  period  of  her  life  one  moment  for  all 
the  impatient  curiosity  of  those  people  who  are  daily 
inquinng,  *<  When  will  she  die  ?"  So  long  as  they 
keep  off  their  hands,  let  diem  wish  as  much  as  they 
thiiik  fit;  and,  when  it  shall  please  God  to  give  her 
the  happy  change  of  an  earthly  for  a  heavenly  crown, 
let  this  be  written  upon  her  tomb :  "  That,  in  compassion 
to  the  miseries  of  Europe,  and  the  sufferings  of  her 
own  subjects,  after  a  bloody  and  expensive  war,  which 
hod  lasted  twenty  years,  she  concluded  a  peace  ;  and 
that  she  might  transmit  the  liberties  of  her  people  safe 
to  posterity,  she  disbanded  her  army,  by  which  glori- 
ous achievement  she  acquired  the  hatred  of  a  faction, 
who  were  fond  of  war,  that  they  might  plunder  their 
fellow-subjects  at  pleasure ;  and  of  an  army,  that  the j 
might  do  this  with  impunity." 
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PREFACE  TO  THE  ART  OF  PUJTNING. 


MISCELLANIES  IN  PROSE,  BY  SWIFT  AND  SHERIDAN. 


JHS  PUN'ICA,  SIFE  FLOS  LINGUARUM. 
THB  ART  OF  PUNNING;    OR 

THE  FLOWER  OF  LANGUAGES  : 

IN  SEVENTY-NINE  RULES; 

FOR  THE  FURTHEB  IMPROVEMENT  OP  CONVERSATION, 

AND  HELP  OP  MEMORY. 

BY  THE  LABOUR  AND  INDUSTRY  OP  TOM  PUN-SIBI. 

"  Ex  ambiguft  dicU  vel  argutusima  putantur ;  acsd  non  sem- 
per in  Joco.  Mepe  etiom  in  gravitate  versantur.— Ingeniori  enim 
Tidetur.  vim  irvrbi  In  aUttdali{ae  ooBteri  aeeipiant,  pooe  doeere.*' 

C%t€TO,  de  Oratore,  lib.  ii.  |  61,  t. 
"  The  aeede  of  punnisg  aro  in  the  miods  of  all  men." 

Addison,  ^et.  No,  61. 

TO  THE  RIGHT  HONOURABLE  SIR  JOHN  SCRUB.  BT.. 
AND  BffERCHANT.  THIS  DEDICATION  IS  HUMBLY 
PRESENTED  BY  THE  AUTHOR, 

Your  lionour*i  character  is  too  well  known  in 
the  world  to  stand  in  need  of  a  dedication ;  but  I  can 
tell  you  that  my  fortune  is  not  so  well  settled  but  I 
stand  in  need  of  a  patron.  And  therefore,  since  I  am 
to  write  a  dedication,  I  must  for  decency  proceed  in 
the  usual  method. 

First,  I  then  proclaim  to  the  world  your  high  and 
illustrious  birth :  that  you  are,  by  the  father's  side, 
descended  from  the  most  ancient  and  celebrated  fa- 
mily of  Rome,  the  Cascas ;  by  the  mother^s  from  earl 
Percy.  Soma  indeed  have  been  so  malicious  as  to 
say,  your  grandmother  kilTd-her-Hn  :  but,  I  think,  if 
the  authon  of  the  report  were  found  out,  they  ought  to 
be  hampertd,  I  will  allow  that  the  world  exclaims 
deservedly  against  your  mother,  because  she  is  no  friend 
to  the  bottle ;  otherwise  they  would  deserve  a  firkin, 
as  having  no  grotmde  for  what  they  say.  However,  I  do 
not  thiidc  it  can  sully  your  fine  and  bright  reputation ; 
for  the  credit  you  gain^  at  me  battle  of  Uogthed  against 
the  duke  of  Burgundtf,  who  felt  no  eham-pain  when 
you  farced  him  to  sink  beneath  your  power,  and  gave 
his  whole  army  a  bruth,  may  in  time  turn  to  your  ac- 
count ;  for,  to  my  knowledge,  it  put  his  highness  much 
upon  the  fret.  This,  indeeid,  was  no  less  racking  to 
the  king  his  master,  who  found  himself  grou-lee 
mistaken,  in  catching  a  tartar.  For  the  whole  world 
allowed  that  you  brought  him  a  peg  lower,  by  giving 
him  i}k9parting*blo»,  and  making  idl  his  rogues  in  buck- 
ram to  run.  Not  to  mention  your  great  a-giUity, 
though  you  are  past  your  prim-age;  and  may  you 
never  iack-<ige,  with  a  sparking  wit,  and  brisk  imagi- 
nation! May  your  honour  also  wear  long,  beyond  the 
common  scant -ling  of  human  life,  and  constantly  pro- 
ceed in  your  musical  diversions  of  pipe  and  sack-bui, 
hunting  with  tarriers,  &o.,  and  may  your  good  humour 
in  saying,  "  /  am-phor-a-bottlsf"  never  be  lost,  to  the  joy 
of  all  thcffn  that  drink  your  wine  for  nothing,  and  es- 
pecially of  your  humble  servant, 

TOM  PUN-SIBI ! 

A  SPECIMEN  ;  A  SPICE  I  MEAN. 

PREFACE.. 

Hkc  not,  ab  imis  Pun-icorum  annalibus 
Prolata,  longo  temporn,  cdidimus  tibi.  Picrr. 

I've  rake'l  the  ashes  of  the  dead,  to  show 
Puns  were  In  vogue  five  thousand  yean  ago. 

The  great  and  singular  advantages  of  PimNiNo,  and 
•  This  treatise,  flitt  published  in  Dublin,  (1719.)  was  imme- 


the  lustre  it  gives  to  convemtion,  are  commonlj  so 
little  known  in  the  world,  that  scarce  one  man  of  lean- 
ing in  fifty,  to  their  shame  be  it  spoken,  appears  to 
have  the  least  tincture  of  it  in  his  discoune.  This  1 
can  impute  to  nothing,  but  that  it  has  not  been  reduced 
to  a  science ;  and  indeed  Cicero  seemed  long  ago  to 
wish  for  it,  as  we  may  rather  from  his  second  book  De 
Oratore,  [Lib.  ii.  $  54!]  where  he  has  this  rwnwkshk 
passage  i-^"  Suavis  autem  est  et  vehementer  asepe  ut»- 
lis  jocus  et  facetisB  cum  ambiguitate — ^in  quioos  to 
longd  aliis,  mei  sententiA,  Cssar,  excellis :  quo  magis 
mihi  etiam  testis  esse  potes,  aut  nullam  eswaxtcm  adis, 
ant,  si  qua  est,  earn  not  tu  potiasimum  docebis.^ 
<<  Punning  is  extremely  delightful,  and  oftcntmies  very 
profitable ;  in  which,  as  far  as  I  can  judge,  Cssar,  yw 
excel  all  mankind ;  for  which  reason  you  may  infona 
me  whether  there  be  any  art  of  punning;  or,  if  there 
be,  I  beseech  you  above  all  things,  to  instmct  me  in 
it.'*  So  much  was  this  great  man  affected  with  tb» 
art,  and  such  a  noble  idea  did  he  conceive  of  it,  that 
he  gave  Caesar  the  preference  to  all  mankind,  only  <m 
account  of  that  accomplishment. 

Let  critics  say  what  they  will,  I  will  venture  t» 
affirm  that  punning,  of  all  arts  and  fcienoea,  is  the 
most  extraordinary :  for  all  others  are  circomacribed 
by  certain  bounds ;  but  this  aloiie  is  found  to  have  us 
limits,  because,  to  excel  therein  requires  a  men  ex- 
tensive knowledge  of  all  things.  A  punner  most  be  a 
man  of  the  greatest  natural  abilitia  and  of  the  hm 
accomplishments :  his  wit  must  be  poignant  and  fruit- 
ful, his  understanding  dear  and  distinct,  his  imajpoa- 
tion  delicate  and  cheerful ;  he  must  have  an  extra- 
ordinary elevation  of  soul,  hr  above  all  mean  and  lov 
conceptions:  and  these  must  be  sustained  with  a 
vivacity  fit  to  express  his  ideas,  with  that  grace  and 
beauty,  that  strength  and  sweetness,  which  beoocae 
sentiments  so  truly  noble  and  sublime. 

And  now,  lest  I  should  be  suspected  of  imposiag 
upon  my  reader,  I  must  entreat  him  to  eonaider  haw 
high  Plato  has  carried  his  sentiments  of  this  art 
(and  Plato  is  allowed  by  all  men  to  have  seen  fur^ir 
into  heaven  than  any  heathen  either  before  or  mnce  ^ 
Does  he  not  say  positively,  in  his  <*  Cratylns,**  **  Jocosft 
dii  amant**  f  the  gods  themselves  love  puimin^.  Which 
I  am  apt  to  believe,  from  Homer^s  iederot  yii^m, 
unextinguished  laughter;  because  there  ia  no  other 
motive  could  cause  such  continued  menimcnt  anoog 
the  gods. 

As  to  the  antiquity  of  this  art,  Bnztorf  proves  it  te 
be  very  early  among  the  Chaldeans;  whicb  anyonr 
may  see  at  large,  who  will  read  what  he  aaya  uiwti 
the  word  n*y  pun,  **  Vocula  est  Chaldsais  fanil'i- 
rissima,"  &c.  *^  It  is  a  word  that  is  most  freqneutly  in 
use  among  the  Chaldeans ;  who  were  fint  instmrted 
in  the  meUiods  of  punning  by  their  magi,  and  gai&ai 
such  reputation  that  Ptoleroseus  Philopunnspus  sent 
for  six  of  those  learned  priests  to  propagate  their  doc- 
trine of  puns  in  six  of  his  principal  dties;  which 
they  did  with  such  success,  that  his  majesty  oidcrKi. 
by  public  edict,  to  have  a  full  collection  of  sdl  thr 
puns  made  within  his  dominions  for  three  years  pa^  ; 
and  this  collection  filled  one  large  apartment  of  bl» 

diately  reprinted  in  London,  wliere  it  went  flm^lj|[^  t^r 
editions.  It  apiwara  that  in  this  worli  the  dnan  wa*  nal%  an 
assiatant,  tlie  author  was  Dr-  Slunidan,  with  the  ooMuiiatonKip 
of  Dr.  Delsny  aufl  Mr.  Rochrort.  See  the  soeund  pma*.-*  to 
this  tract. 
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library,  haviiig  thii  following  remaikable  inscription 
orer  ie  door,  *l»T»tm  ^ttxnSf  "  The  shop  of  the  ■oul's 
pbyuc.  > 

Some  autfaon,  but  upon  what  gitmndi  ii  uncertain, 
w31  hare  Pan,  who  in  Uie  .£oUc  dialect  if  called  Pun, 
td  be  the  author  of  puna;  becaiue,  they  aay,  Pan 
bring  the  god  of  unireraal  nature,  and  punning  free  of 
all  laoguagea,  it  ie  highly  probable  that  it  owes  itafirat 
orjgio,  ai  well  aa  name^  to  thia  god :  othcra  again  at- 
tribute it  to  Janua,  and  for  thia  reaaon  Janiu  had 
two  iaoei;  and  of  conaequence  they  conjectured  erery 
word  be  iiioke  had  a  double  meaning.  But,  however, 
I  %We  litUe  cradlt  to  theae  opiniona,  which  I  am  apt  to 
belief  e  were  broached  in  the  dark  and  iabuloua  agea  of 
tbe  world ;  for  I  doubt  before  the  firat  Olympiad  there 
can  be  DO  great  dependence  upon  profane  hiatory. 

I  am  much  more  inclined  to  give  credit  to  Buz- 
torf ;  nor  ia  it  improbable  that  Pythagoraa,  who  apent 
twcQty-cigbt  yeara  at  ^gypt  in  hia  atudiee,  brought 
tbb  art,  together  with  aome  arcana  of  philoaophy,  into 
(jifcoe;  the  reaaoo  for  which  might  be,  that  phi- 
luaopby  and  punning  were  a  mutual  aaaiatance  to  each 
other:  '*  for,  aaya  he,  <<  puna  are  like  ao  many  torch- 
lif  bta  in  the  head,  that  gire  the  aoul  a  very  diatinct 
vi«w  of  thoie  imagea,  which  aho  beibre  aeemed  to 
grape  after  aa  if  riie  hiad  been  impriaoned  in  a  dun- 
SMi.**  F^om  whence  he  looked  upon  puna  to  be  ao 
acied,  and  had  auch  a  regard  to  them,  that  he  left  a 
pccept  to  hia  diaciplea  forbidding  them  to  eat  beana 
bNaioe  they  were  called  in  Greek  wvmt.  <<  Let  not,** 
uj%  he,  '*0Be  grain  of  the  aeeda  be  loat;  but  pie- 
«fTe  and  acatter  them  over  all  Greece,  that  both  our 
laideu  and  our  fielda  may  flouriah  with  a  vegetable, 
which,  on  aoeonnt  of  ita  name,  not  only  brmga  an 
boDoor  to  our  coontrv,  but^  aa  it  diapenea  ita  effluvia 
>Q  the  air,  na^  alao,  by  a  aecret  impulae,  prepare  the 
•Nil  for  innmng,  which  I  erteem  the  firat  and  great 
Wicityoflife/' 

This  art  being  ao  very  well  recommended  by  ao 
frcat  a  man,  it  waa  not  long  before  it  apread  through 
all  Gnece,  and  at  laat  waa  looked  upon  to  be  such  a 
i«fanary  accompUahment,  that  no  peiaon  waa  ad- 
nitted  to  a  feaat  who  waa  not  ftiit  examined,  and  if 
he  were  iNmd  ignonnt  of  panning,  he  waa  dismiawd 
with  'gMat  wwi,  /MiXm,  *'  Hence,  ye  peofiane." 

If  aay  one  doubta  the  truth  of  what  I  aay,  Jat  him 
«"«dt  the  apophtfaegma  of  Plutarch,  who,  after  he  had 
{■■cd  aevenl  cnoomiuma  upon  thu  art,  givea  aome 
*ooaiDt  of  pcraona  eminent  m  it  $  among  which  (to 
(hofteQ  my  |»eface^  I  chooae  one  of  the  moat  illuatrioua 
*umpUi,  amd  will  entertain  the  courtaona  reader  with 
the  following  atory  :^*<  King  Philip  had  hia  collaiw 
bone  broken  in  a  battle ;  and  hia  phyaieian  expecting 
Qooey  of  him  every  viait,  the  king  reproved  him  with 
a  poo,  aaying,  he  had  the  ke^  in  hu  own  hands."  For 
^  void  mXsuff  m  the  origmal,  aigniflea  both  a  key 
aod  coIUr.bone.     [Vide  Plut  Apopb.  p.  177.] 

We  have  alao  aeveral  puna  recorded  in  Diogenea 
I^rtios's  «Livea  of  the  Philoaophers^"  and  thoae 
B>ade  by  the  wiaeat  and  gravest  men  among  them, 
fv<n  by  Diogenea  the  cynic,  who^  although  pretend- 
u^  to  withstand  the  irreaiatible  charma  of  punning, 
vji  oined  with  the  name  of  an  Abhorrer,  yet,  in  apite 
of  all  his  ill-nature  and  affectation,  (for  he  was  a  tub 
pncber,)  he  made  so  excellent  a  pun,  that  Scaliger 
«id,  "^be  would  rather  have  been  author  of  it  tlun 
l^iagof  Navaire.**  The  story  ia  aa  foUowa  :— Didy- 
niui  (not  Didymus  the  commentator  upon  Homer,  but 
a  (hmoua  rake  among  the  ladiea  at  Athena)  having 
uken  in  band  to  cure  a  Virginia  eye  that  waa  aore,  had 

*  V)d«  JoMh.  Bengor.  Chronic,  in  Edit.  Gaon.  HomedldB. 
vn«a  QadoUa  TmUt.  Hcbndc.  Covpos  Paradoeeon  Titalo 
^^c-i-ls.    Chrook.  Samaiit.    Alwlpheelahi.    Megillat 


thia  caution  given  him  by  Diogenea,  '*  Take  cue  ^ou 
do  not  corrupt  your  pupil."  The  word  tu^m  aignify- 
ing  both  the  pupil  of  the  eye  and  a  virgin.  [See 
Laertiua.1 

It  would  oe  endleaa  to  produce  all  the  audioritiea 
that  might  be  gathered  ftom  Diodorua  Siculus^  Hero- 
dotus, Prooonoaiua,  Bergvna,  Dionyaius  Halicamassen- 
sis,  Lycophron,  Pindar,  Apollonius,  Menander,  Aris- 
tophanes, Corinthus  Cous,  Nonnus,  DemosUienes, 
SuripidM,  Thucydidea,  Plato,  Aristotle,  &c. ;  from 
every  one  of  which  I  ahould  have  produced  aome  quo- 
tationa,  were  it  not  that  we  are  ao  unfortunate  in  thia 
kingdom  not  to  have  Greek  tyjMa  aufficient  for  auch  an 
nndcrteking;  for  want  of  which  I  have  been  put  to 
the  neceaaity,  in  the  word  Mfc,  of  writing  an  afyKa  for 
anc/a. 

However,  I  believe  it  will  not  be  amiaa  to  bring 
aome  few  testimonies,  to  show  in  what  great  esteem 
the  art  of  pmning  waa  among  the  moat  r^ed  wita  at 
Rome,  ana  that  in  the  moat  polite  agea,  aa  will  appear 
irom  ^e  following  quotationa  :— 

Quinctilian  aaya,  [Inatitut.  Oratw.  lib.  vL  p.  265] 
'*  Urbanitaa  eat  virtue  qusedam,  in  breve  uictum, 
varum  aenau  duplici,  coacta,  et  apta  ad  delectandoa 
hominea,**  ftc  Thua  tranalated,  "  Punning  ia  a  vir- 
tue, compriaed  in  a  abort  expression,  with  a  double 
meaning,  and  fitted  to  delight  the  ladies.** 

Lucretius  alao, 

Qoo  magis  atefftMua  da  dicHi,  Diti.  lepersm. 
Ooddeas,  eternal  pons  ob  me  bestow. 

And  elsewhere^ 

Onmia  enim  lepidl  maals  •dmirantur*  omantqae, 
Genaanis  qini  tub  Tvrols  UUtanUa  oemnnt  i 
Verbaqoa  eonatttnnnt  eimili  fUcata  aoDore, 
Nee  sImiU  aensu,  aed  qus  mentita  plaoerent. 

All  men  of  mirth  and  sense  admire  and  lore 
Those  words  which  liJco  twin-brothen  doubtfol  prove ; 
"When  the  eame  aounde  a  different  lenee  dleguiie« 
In  being  deeetved  the  greatest  pleasure  liee. 

Thua  Claudian, 

VodbuB  attemaat  eensos,  teadisqne  Joeoam. 

Vim  dupUeem  ildent.  lacrymoeaque  gandia  miaoeot. 

From  wmd  lo  word  Ih*  amMffnoaa  aense  la  pby'd  ; 
i^ii^wg  aneeesda,  and  Joyflil  tears  are  shed. 

AndMaitia], 

Sit  mihi,  Cinna.  eomee,  ealibos  dktiaqne  Iketns, 
Qoi  aapit  amhigwfte  Amdere  ab  ore  eonoa. 

CInna,  give  me  the  man.  when  all  ia  done. 
That  wiaely  knowa  to  crack  a  Jeat  and  pun. 

Petnmiua  likewiaa  will  tell  you, 

0iela,  aalsB,  riaua.  uibaaa  aeepaadia  Tocum, 
Ingenii  ftueills  qua  documeota  dabnnk. 


fepavteea.  and  laugh,  and  pun  rollte. 
Are  the  true  toet  to  prove  a  man  ia  right. 

And  Lucan, 

nie  eat  imperlom  rleaa*  qui  ftnuda  leporis 
Amhigna  nllens*  hnmeroa  quatit  uaque  aolutia 
Nexibua,  ac  tremuli  trepidant  curvamina  doni« 
Et  iceur,  ct  eordia  flbraa.  et  pandit  anhcloa 
Pulmonis  latetaras    

Ho'a  kfaig  of  mirth,  that  slily  cheata  our  aenia 
With  pun  ambiguoua,  pleaaing  in  snspenM ; 
The  ahouldera  lax  beeome,  the  btsndinjK  back 
Upheaved  with  Uugliter,  makei  our  nba  to  crock ; 
Ev'n  to  the  liver  he  can  Joys  impart. 
And  play  upon  the  fiteea  of  tlie  lieart ; 
Open  the  chambera  of  the  longuea,*  and  there 
Give  longer  life  in  laughing,  and  in  air. 

But  to  come  nearer  home  and  our  own  times ;  we 
know  that  France,  in  the  late  reign,  was  the  seat  of 
learning  and  policy ;  and  what  made  it  so,  but  the 
great  encouragement  the  king  gave  punners  above  any 

•  Poti&a  /aa^i*  as  a  Duleh  eommentator  would  obeerve.— 
Origntnl  Nvlt. 
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other  men ;  for,  it  is  too  notorioui  to  quote  any  author 

for  it,  tliat  Lewis  le  Grand  gave  a  hundred  pistoles  for 

one  single  puu-motto,  made  upon  an  abbot,  who  died 

in  a  field,  having  a  lily  growing  out  of  his  a — : 

Habe  mortem  pnc  oculis. 
Abbe  rooit  on  pm  an  cu  lis. 

Nor  was  his  bounty  less  to  Monsieur  de  Ferry  de 
Lageltre  the  painter,  (though  the  pun  and  the  picture 
turned  against  himseljQ  who  drew  bis  majesty  shooting, 
and  at  some  distance  from  him  another  man  aiming 
at  the  same  fowl,  who  was  withheld  by  a  third  per- 
son pointing  at  the  king,  with  these  words  from  his 
mouth, 

Ne  voyes  toiu  le  ray  tinmt  ? 

Having  now,  from  the  best  authorities,  plainly 
proved  tibe  antiquity  and  excellence  of  the  art  of 
punning,  nothing  remains  but  to  give  some  general 
directions  as  to  the  manner  how  this  science  is  to  be 
taught. 

1.  Let  the  husband  teach  his  wife  to  read  it. 

2.  Let  her  be  appointed  to  teach  her  children. 

3.  Let  the  head  servant  of  the  family  instruct  all  the 
rest,  and  that  every  morning  before  the  master  and 
mistress  are  up. 

4.  The  masters  and  misses  are  to  rei)eat  a  rule  every 
day,  with  the  examples;  and  every  visiting-day  be 
brought  up  to  show  tne  company  what  fine  memories 
they  have. 

5.  They  must  go  ten  times  through  the  book  before 
they  be  allowed  to  aim  at  a  pun. 

6.  Tbey  must,  every  day  of  their  lives,  repeat  six 
synonymous  words,  or  words  alike  in  sound,  before  &ey 
be  allowed  to  sit  down  to  dinner.     Such  as, 


Assent,      Ascent 
A  lass        Alas. 
Bark,        Barque. 


Alter,        Altar. 
A  peer,      Appear. 
Barbaxy,    Barberrie. 


They  are  all  to  be  found  in  metre,  most  laboriously 
compiled  by  the  learned  author  of  *'  The  English 
Schoolmaster,'*  printed  anno  1641,  London  edit.  p.  52. 

7.  If  any  eldest  son  has  not  a  capacity  to  attain  to 
this  science,  let  him  be  disinherited  as  non  compot,  and 
the  estate  given  to  the  next  hopeful  child. 


Si  quid  noristi  reetiiu  istii 


Gsndidtts  impeiti ;  si  non,  his  utevs  mecum. 

[Hor.  1.  Ep.  vi.  67.] 

If  any  man  csn  better  rules  impart, 

I'll  give  him  leave  to  do*t  with  all  my  heart! 


A  PARAGRAPH  OF  THE  FIRST  PREFACE 
THAT  WAS  OMITTED ; 

which  the  beadbb  (according  to  his  judgment  or 
discretion)  mat  insert  where  he  pleases. 

There  is  a  remarkable  passage  in  Petronius  Arbiter, 
which  plainly  proves,  by  a  royal  example,  that  punning 
was  a  necessary  ingredient  to  make  an  entertainment 
agreeable.  The  words  are  these :  "  Ingerebat  nihilo- 
minus  Trimalchio  lentissima  voce,  Carpe.  Ego,  sus- 
picatus  ad  aliqnam  urbanitatem  toties  iterataip  vocem 
pertinere,  non  erubui  eum  qui  supra  me  accumbebat 
hoc  ipeum  interrogare.  At  ille  qui  ssspius  ejusmodi 
ludos  spectaverat,  Vides,  inquit,  ilium  qui  obsonium 
carpit.  Carpus  vocatur.  Itoque  quotiescunque  dicit 
Carpe,  eodem  verbo  et  Tocat  et  imperat.*'  And  it  is 
further  remarkable,  that  every  day  of  his  life  be  made 
tlie  same  pim  at  dinner  and  supper. 

K  SECOND  PREFACE. 

Lest  my  modesty  sliould  be  called  in  question  for 
venturing  to  appear  in  print,  in  an  age  so  famous  for 
politeness  and  ingenuity,  I  think  I  am  bound  to  say 
this  iu  my  own  defence,  that  these  few  sheets  were 
not  designed  to  be  made  public,  as  being  written  for 
my  own  private  use :  but  what  will  not  the  impor- 


tunity of  friends  conquer  f  They  were  do  aoooer  di^ 
covered  in  my  study,  but  my  metry  friend  Geor^ 
Rochfort,  my  learned  acquaintance  Patrick  Delaitj, 
and  my  much-honoured  patron  Jonathan  Swift,  all 
unanimously  agreed,  that  I  should  do  my  own  retni- 
tation  and  the  world  that  justice,  as  to  send  *^  sudi  a 
treasure  of  knowledge^'  (as  they  were  pleased  to  ex. 
press  themselves)  to  the  press.  As  fat  me  work  itself 
I  may  venture  to  say,  it  is  a  work  of  time  and  ex. 
perience,  and  entirely  unattempted  before.  For  which 
reason  I  hope  the  candid  reader  will  be  faTooxable  in 
his  judgment  upon  it,  and  consider  that  all  scieoca 
in  their  in&ncy  have  been  weak  and  feeble.  The  nrxt 
age  may  supply  where  I  have  been  defective ;  and  th« 
next  perhaps  may  produce  a  sir  Isaac  in  punning. 
We  know  tnat  logicians  first  spun  out  reason  in  cate- 
gories, predicaments,  and  enunciations;  and  at  lut 
tiiey  came  to  wind  up  their  bottoms  in  syllogisms, 
which  is  the  completing  of  that  science. 

The  Chaldeans  began  the  mathematics,  in  which 
the  Egyptians  flourished.  Then  these,  crossing  tlx 
sea  by  the  means  of  Thales  the  Milesian,  came  into 
Greece,  where  they  were  improved  very  much  by  Py- 
thagoras, Anazagoras,  and  CEnopides  of  Chios.  TbeR 
were  followed  by  Briso,  Antipho,  Hippocrates,  kc. 
But  the  excellence  of  the  algebraic  art  was  begun  bj 
Geber,  an  Arabian  astronomer,  (whence,  as  is  con- 
ceived, the  word  afyebra  took  its  rise«)  and  was  much 
since  improved  by  Cardanus,  Tartaglia,  Clavius,  St«- 
vinus,  Ghetaldus,  Herigenius,  Fran.  Van  Scbooten, 
Florida  de  Beaune,  &c. 

But  to  return  to  the  ait  of  punning  again;  tlie 
progress  and  improvement  of  which,  I  hope,  will  be 
equal  to  the  sciences  I  have  mentioned,  or  to  anj 
superior  to  them,  if  there  be  such:  reader,  I  mint 
trespass  a  little  longer  on  your  patience,  and  tell  yoo 
an  old  maxim,  Boman^  qtto  coffummmt,  eo  mubia. 
^*  Good,  the  more  common,  the  better  it  is."  Yoq 
see,  I  have,  in  imitation  of  the  industrious  bee,  gathered 
my  honey  from  various  flowers ;  but  yet  I  cannot  laj 
without  some  diminution  and  loss  to  the  penons  from 
whom  I  bare  taken  tlie  examples  to  my  nues,  who  sre 
likely  never  to  use  their  puns  again. 

And  here,  to  avoid  the  imputation  of  ingratitude. 
I  must  declare  to  the  world,  that  my  worthy  friad 
Dr.  R ,  who  is  singularly  remarkable  for  his  un- 
paralleled skill  in  punning,  and  a  most  industrious 
promoter  of  it,  has  been  a  very  great  instrument  iu 
bringing  this  work  to  light,  as  well  by  animating  m 
to  proceed  in  it  as  by  endeavouring  to  procure  a  good 
letter  for  the  impression. 

The  favourable  acceptance  that  my  puns  have  mft 
with  in  some  private  companies  maJces  me  flatter 
myself  that  my  labours  therein  will  be  candidly  ac> 
oepted,  as  they  have  been  cordially  intended  to  arrre 
my  native  country.  TOM  PUN-SIOl. 

From  my  Stridy,  up  one  Pair  of 
Stairs,  illoontrivfd  Strwt- 
waiUSf  August  »th,  17  L9. 


TO  DR.  SHERIDAN, 

ON  HIS  ART  OP  PUNNING. 

Had  I  ten  thousand  moutlis  and  tongues. 

Had  I  ten  thousand  |)air  of  lungs, 

Ten  thousand  skulls,  with  brains  to  think, 

Ten  thousand  stand  ishes  of  ink. 

Ten  thousand  hands  and  pens  to  write. 

Thy  praise  Td  study  day  and  niffht. 

O  may  thy  work  for  ever  live: 
(Dear  Tom  a  friendly  seal  forgive,) 
May  no  vile,  miscreant,  saucy  cook 
Presume  to  tear  tliy  learned  book, 
To  singe  his  fowl  for  nicer  guest. 
Or  pin  it  on  the  turkey's  breast. 
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Keep  it  from  pasty,  baked  or  flying, 
From  broiling  steak,  or  fritters  frying, 
From  lighting  pipe,  or  making  snufi', 
Or  casing  up  a  featiier  mufT, 
From  all  the  several  ways  the  grocer 
ni'ho  to  the  learned  world  s  a  foe,  sir) 
Has  found  in  twisting,  folding,  packing, 
His  brains  and  ours  at  once  a-racking. 
And  may  it  never  curl  the  head 
Of  either  living  block  or  dead ! 
Tkui>  when  all  dangers  they  have  post. 
Your  leaves,  like  leaves  of  brass,  shall  last. 
No  blast  shall  from  a  critic's  breath, 
By  rile  infection  cause  their  death. 
Till  they  in  fldSncs  at  last  expire, 
Aud  help  to  set  the  world  on  fire. 


THE  ORIGINAL  OF  PUNNING : 

FROM  PLATO'S  SYMPOSIACKS. 


BY  DK.  SHERIDAN. 


Oncb  oo  a  time,  in  menry  mood, 
•lore  made  a  pun  of  flesh  and  blood ; 
A  double  tuHhfacid  living  creature, 
'^'^'^r^ogynoMy  of  two-fold  nature ; 
fur  hack  to  back,  with  single  skin, 
He  hound  the  male  and  female  in ; 
•So  much  alike,  to  near  the  same, 
Th«v  stuck  as  cloiely  as  their  name. 
Whatever  words  the  male  expressed 
The  female  tani''d  them  to  a  jest ; 
Whatever  words  the  female  spoke, 
The  male  cooTerted  to  a  joke ; 
So,  in  this  form  of  man  and  wife 
They  led  a  mcny  ruMNiito  life. 

The  gods  from  heaven  descend  to  earth, 
Drawn  down  by  their  alluring  mirth ; 
So  well  they  teem'd  to  like  the  sport, 
JoTc  could  not  get  them  back  to  court. 
Th'  infernal  gods  ascend  as  well, 
Drawn  up  by  magic  puns  from  hell. 
Judges  and  furies  quit  their  post, 
Aod  Dot  a  soul  to  mind  a  ghost 
**  Heyday  V  says  Jove ;  says  Pluto  too, 
'*  1  think  the  devil  s  here  to  do ; 
Hne's  hell  broke  loose  and  heaven's  quite  empty, 
We  scarce  have  left  one  god  in  twenty, 
l^j,  what  has  set  them  ^1  a-running  f"— 
**  l)ear  brother,  nothing  else  but  punniho. 
Behold  that  double  creature  yonder 
DeLi<hts  them  with  a  dotSle  enttndrt.^ 

**  Odds-fish,'*  says  Pluto,  "  where's  your  thunder  f 
1^  drive,  and  split  this  thing  asunder!" 
**  That's  right,**  quoth  Jove;  with  that  he  threw 
A  bolt,  and  split  it  into  two ; 
And  when  the  thing  was  split  in  twain, 
W'hy  then  it  wmCD  as  much  again. 

**  *Tis  thus  the  diamonds  we  refine, 
The  mora  we  cut,  the  more  they  shine  : 
Awt  ever  since,  your  men  of  wit, 
t'util  they're  cw/,  can't  pifN  a  bit. 
So  take  a  starling  when  'tis  young, 
And  down  the  middle  $IU  the  tongue^ 
With  groat  or  sixpence,  'tis  no  matter, 
Voa1l  find  the  bird  will  dbu6/y  cAa//er. 

**  Upon  the  whole,  dear  Pluto,  you  know, 
Tis  well  I  did  not  slit  my  Juno! 
For,  had  I  done't,  whene'er  she'd  scold  me, 
She'd  make  the  heavens  too  hot  to  hold  me. 

The  gods,  upon  this  application, 

Retum'd  each  to  his  habitation, 

Kxtremely  pleased  with  this  new  juke. 

The  best,  tuey  swore,  he  ever  spoke. 


FBOH 

MY  MUCH-HONOURED  FRIEND 

AT   HELDELVILLE.    [Da.  Delanv.] 

Hail  to  the  sage,  who,  from  his  native  store. 
Produced  a  science  never  known  before^ 
Science  of  words,  once  jargon  of  the  schools, 
The  plague  of  wise  men,  and  the  boast  of  fools, 
Made  easy  now  and  useful  in  your  rules .' 
Where  wit  and  humour  equally  combine. 
Our  mirth  at  once  to  raise  and  to  refine. 
Till  now  not  half  the  worth  of  sounds  we  knew. 
Their  virtual  value  was  reserved  for  you. 
To  trace  their  various  mazes,  and  set  f4irth 
Their  hidden  force,  and  multiply  tlieir  worth ; 
For  if  t'express  one  sense  our  words  we  choose, 
A  double  meaning  is  of  double  use. 

Hail,  sacred  Art  ?  by  what  mysterious  name 
Shall  I  adore  thee,  various,  and  the  same  f 
The  Muses'  Proteus,  skilled  with  grateful  change. 
Through  all  the  pleasing  forms  of  wit  to  range 
In  quick  succession,  yet  retain  through  all 
Some  faint  resemblance  of  th'  original. 

Hail,  fairest  offspring  of  prodigious  birth, 
At  once  the  parent  and  the  child  of  Mirth ! 
With  Chloe^s  charms  thy  airy  form  can  vie. 
And  with  thy  smiles  as  many  thousands  die : 
The  pleasing  pain  through  all  their  vitals  thrills^ 
With  subtle  force,  and  tickles  as  it  kills. 
Thee  too,  like  her,  the  dying  swains  pursue,' 
As  gay,  as  careless,  as  inconstant  too ; 
To  raise  yet  more  thy  merit  and  thy  fiime, 
The  Cyprian  goddess  glories  in  thy  name, 
Pleased  to  be  thought  the  laughter-loving  dame. 
Nor  less  thy  praise,  nor  less  thy  power  to  wound, 
Thou  lovely,  fleeting  image  of  a  sound. 


THE  ART  OF  PUNNING. 

'*  PuNNATA  dicuntur,  id  ipsum  quod  sunt,  aliorum 
esse  dicuntur,  aut  alio  quovis  modo  ad  aliud  refe- 
runtur.'* 

Puns,  in  their  very  nature  and  constitution,  ha\*e  a 
relation  to  something  el'^e;  or,  if  they  have  not,  any 
other  reason  why  will  serve  as  well. 

THE  FHYSICAL  DEFINITION   OF   PUNNING,   ACCORDING 

TO  CABDAN. 

Punning  is  an  art  of  harmonious  jingling  upon 
words,  which,  passing  in  at  the  ears,  and  falling  upon 
the  diaphragma,  excites  a  titillary  motion  in  those 
parts ;  and  this,  being  conveyed  by  the  animal  spirits 
into  the  muscles  of  the  face,  raises  the  cockles  of  the 
heart. 

THE   MORAL  DEFINITION   OF  PUNNING. 

Punning  is  a  virtue  that  most  effectually  promotes 
the  end. of  good  fellowship,  which  is  laughing. 

N.B.  I  design  to  make  the  most  celebrated  punners 
in  these  kingdoms  examples  to  the  following  rules : — 

Rule  I.  The  Capital  Rule.  He  that  puns  must 
have  a  head  for  it ;  that  is,  he  must  lie  a  man  of 
letters,  of  a  sprightly  and  fine  imagination,  whatever 
men  may  tliink  of  his  judgment ;  like  Dr.  Swift,  wlio 
said,  when  a  lady  threw  down  a  Cremona  fiddle  with 
the  frisk  of  her  maiitua, 

"  MantttSi  vm\  miscns  nimiun  vicioa  Cranoaal" 

Or,  if  you  would  have  a  more  obvious  reason,  St. 
Dennis  never  made  a  pun  afVer  his  bead  was  cut  off. 
— Fid,  Popidi  Legend,  torn.  Ixxviii.  p.  15,(M)0. 

Rule  2.  Tlie  Rule  of  Forehead.  He  must  have  good 
assurance,  like  my  lord  >  who  puns  in  all  com- 
panies. 
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Ihtk  3.  The  Bnxen  Rule.   He  mint  have  better  u* 

■urance,  like  brigadier ,  who  laid,  "  That,  as  he 

was  passing  through  a  street,  he  made  to  a  country 
fellow  who  had  a  hare  swinnng  on  a  stick  over  his 
shoulder,  and,  giving  it  a  shaxe,  asked  him  whether  it 
was  his  own  ibotr,  or  a  periwigf"'  Whereas  it  is  a 
notorious  Oxford  jest 

Rule  4.  The  Rule  of  Impudence.  He  must  hare  the 

best  assuranoe,  like  Dr. ,  who,  although  I  had  in 

three  fair  combats  worsted  him,  yet  had  the  impudence 
to  challenge  me  a  fourth  time. 

Bute  5.  Any  person  may  pun  upon  another  man*s 
puns  about  half  an  hour  after  he  has  made  them ;  as 
Dr. and  Mr.  -«—  irequenUy  do. 

I  remember  one  day  I  was  in  company  with  them, 

and  upon  major nying,  "  That  he  would  leave 

me  the  gout  for  a  legacy ;"  I  made  answer,  and  told 
the  company,  "  I  should  be  soiTy  to  have  such  ^  lea  as 
A«."  They  both  snapped  it  up  in  their  tarns,  and  had 
as  much  applause  for  the  pun  as  I  had. 

Rait  6.  The  Rule  of  Pun  upon  Pun.  A  puns  made 
upon  the  word  pan  are  to  be  esteemed  ai  so  much  old 
gold;  er.  gr.  Suppose  two  famous  fmmten  should 
contend  for  the  superiority,  and  a  man  should  wittily 
say,  <'  This  is  a  Carthaginian  war." 

Q.  How,  sirt — A,  Why,  sir,  it  is  a  Pun'ick  war. 

RuU  7.  The  Socratic  Rule  is  to  instruct  others  by 
way  of  question  and  answer. 

Q.  Who  was  the  first  drawer!*^.  Pati/er, 

Q.  Which  is  the  seat  of  the  spleen  f— ^.  The  Mpt, 

Q.  Who  were  the  first  bakers?—^.  The  Cruilunw 
niaoM.  (Masters  of  the  Rolls,  quoth  capt  Wolseley.} 

Q.  where  did  the  first  hermaphrodites  come  from  f 
— A,  Middli'Ser, 

Q,  What  part  of  England  has  the  most  dogs  %—^, 
Bark'dttn. 

Q.  From  whence  came  the  first  tumblers  t — A,  Fhmi 
Somenet. 

Q,  Who  were  the  first  mortgagers  of  land  f — A.  The 
people  of  CunAeT'lantL 

Q.  What  men  in  the  world  are  the  best  soldiers  f — 
A.  Your  red-haired  men,  because  they  always  carry 
their  ^fie/bcib  upon  their  shoulders. 

Q,  Why  should  a  man  in  debt  be  called  a  divert — 
A,  Because  he  is  dipped  over  head  and  ears. 

Q.  Why  are  ladies  of  late  years  well  qualified  for 
hunting  f — A,  Because  they  come  with  a  hoop  and  a 
hoOow, 

Q,  Why  are  Presbyterians,  Independents,  &c.,  said 
to  be  vermin  % — A,  Because  Uiey  are  in  tedt, 

Q,  Where  were  the  first  breeches  made  ? — A.  At  7%y- 
aiira, 

Q.  Who  were  the  first  gold-findeisf— ^.  The  TWr- 
ditani. 

Q,  What  part  of  the  world  is  best  to  feed  dogs  inf 
— A,  Lapland, 

Q.  What  prince  in  the  world  should  have  a  boar  for 
his  arms  ? — A.  The  duke  of  7We-aii|r.  * 

Q.  Where  do  the  best  comcutters  live? — A.  At 
Zjeg-horn, 

Q.  Wliy  are  horses  with  grease  in  their  heels  the  best 
racers  f — A»  Because  their  heels  are  given  to  running, 

Q.  What  is  the  reason  that  rats  and  mice  are  so 
much  afraid  of  bass- violins  and  fiddles  t — A.  Because 
tliey  are  strung  with  cat-gut. 

Q.  If  a  lawyer  is  a  Whig,  and  pretends  to  be  a 
Tory,  or  vice  vertd,  why  should  his  gown  be  stripped 
ofl*? — A.  Because  he  is  guilty  of  tham-ptnig, 

Q.  How  many  animals  are  concerned  in  the  forma- 
tion of  the  English  tongue  t—^.  According  to  Buck- 
anan,  a  great  number,  vis.  i^-^cat'egoriealf  dog-matioal^ 
crom^nohgiaUy  /ka-botomg,  fiak-ognomg^  tquirril*Ug, 
rai'ificatkmf  wunue-okeum^  pua^ilanimitg,  hart-tdUarg, 
a$9'tronomgfjay'0graphg,  ttag-gritt,  duck^ilitg. 


Q.  Where  were  the  first  hams  madef 
A,  Thev  were  made  iu  the  temple  of  Jupiter  Hom- 
mon,  by  the  Hamadrgadet ;  one  of  them  (if  we  may 
depend  upon  *'  Baker *s  Chronicle**)  was  sent  u  a  premit 
to  a  gentleman  in  Ham-thirt,  of  the  famQy  of  die 
Ham'iltons,  who  immediately  sent  it  to  Hampitm 
Court,  where  it  was  hung  up  by  a  string  is  the  hall, 
by  way  of  rarity,  whence  we  have  the  English  phiw 
ham-9lrung. 

Thus  did  great  Soctales  improve  the  nindf 
By  qoettioBS  oseAil  sinoe  to  all  mankind: 
For.  when  the  piuUind  aool  no  Ihxiher  mv 
Than  lenfth  of  now  into  dark  Natura't  law 
Hii  mathod  cleared  np  all.  cnlars'd  the  riRht. 
And  10  he  tui^t  his  papils  with  day-light 

Rule  8.  The  Rule  of  Interruption.  Altboogfa  (itf 
company  be  engaged  in  a  discourse  of  the  most  kHoui 
consequence,  it  is  and  may  be  lawful  to  interrapt  dm 
with  a  pun;  ear.  or.  Suppose  tiiem  poring  om  i 
problem  in  the  mathematics ;  you  may  without  oSeoo 
ask  them,  <<  How  go  Mjuaret  with  tiiem  T  You  mtj 
say  too,  **  That,  being  too  intent  upon  those  Bgura, 
fiiey  are  become  egeloeid^  i.  e.  sickly-eyed;  for  vhidi 
they  are  a  pack  of  logarithnuy  i.  e.  loggerheads.**  Vi<l«. 
Rule  34. 

Rule  9.  The  Rule  of  Risibility.  A  man  nuit  hr 
the  first  that  laughs  at  his  own  pun ;  as  Hartisl  ad- 
vises:— 

Qui  itndat  altnios  ilsom  eaplue  lepore. 
Imprimia  rictom  oontnbat  ipse  sunm. 

"  Ha  tliat  would  move  another  man  to  laughter 
Moat  lint  begin,  and  t'otlier  won  comes  after." 

Rule  10.  The  Rule  of  Retaliation  obliges  yoo,  if  a 
man  make  fifty  puns,  to  return  aU,  or  the  mot  of 
them,  in  the  same  kind.  As  for  inatanbe :  Sir  W^ — 
sent  me  a  catalogue  of  Mrs.  Prudence  s  scholars,  aiii 
desired  my  advice  as  to  the  management  of  them  :— 

Miss-Chief,  the  ringleader. 

Miss-Advice^  that  spoils  her  face  with  paint 

Miss-Rule,  that  does  everytliing  ahe  is  forbid. 

Miss- Application,  who  has  not  done  one  letter  inbrr 
sampler. 

MisB-Bdief,  who  csnnot  say  the  Creed  yet 

Miss-Call,  a  perfect  Billingsgate. 

Miss-Fortune,  that  lost  her  grandmother^s  neodle. 

Miss-Chance^  that  broke  her  1^  by  romping. 

Miss-Guide,  that  led  the  young  misses  in  the  dirt. 

Miss-lAid  who  left  her  porringer  of  flour  sod  milk 
where  the  cat  got  it 

Miss-Management,  that  let  all  her  sttx^ingi  van  vat 
at  heels  for  want  of  darning. 

For  which  I  sent  the  foUowing  Masteis  :— 
Master-Stroke,  to  whip  them. 
Master- Workman,  to  dress  them. 
Master-Ship,  to  rig  them. 
Master-Lie,  to  excuse  them. 
Master- Wort,  to  purge  them. 
Master-Piece,  to  patch  them. 
Masier-Key,  to  lock  them  up. 
Master-Pock,  to  mortify  them. 

If  thew  can't  keep  your  ladies  qniti. 
Pull  down  their  counse  with  low  diet 
Perhape.  dear  sir.  yoiTll  think  it  cruel 
To  feed  them  on  plain  water  cniel : 
But  take  my  word,  the  beet  m  breodtng. 
A*  it  is  plahii  requires  plain  feeding. 

Vide 


Rule  11.  The  Rule  of  Repetition :  you  miwt  wr^J 
let  a  pun  be  lost,  but  repeat  and  comment  upon  it  till 
every  one  in  the  company  both  hears  and  undeotan^ 
it;  ex.  gr.  Sir,  I  have  good  wine  to  give  you;  excel' 
lent  pontackf  which  I  got  'pon^iick;  but,  sir,  ve  woU 
have  a  little  pun-talk  over  it ;  you  take  me,  sir,  y<^ 
and  you,  and  you  too,  madam. — There  is  f»^^ 
upon  pon-4ack,  and  ^pon^ick  too,  hay  I 
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HmU  12.  The  Elemeoiary  Rule.  Keep  to  your 
dementi,  whether  you  have  fith,  fowl,  or  flesh  fur 
diuner :  at,  for  inalaoce,  is  not  this  iish,  which  Mr. 
VvA  taxi  me,  w-sirtam  sweet  f  I  think  it  is  main 
goMl  what  say  you  f  On  my  soal,  I  never  tasted  better, 
Mid  I  think  it  ought  to  take  plaice  of  any  that  swims : 
thoii^  you  may  carp  at  me  for  saying  so,  I  can  as- 
rare  you,  that  botli  Dr.  Sprat  and  Dr.  WhaUy  are  of 
my  mind. — ^This  is  an  excellent  fowl,  and  a  fit  dish 
fur  bi(^-flyen.  Ptay,  sir,  what  is  your  o-pinion  of 
tills  wing  t  As  for  the  leg,  the  cook  ought  to  be  clap' 
per-cimnd  tat  not  roasting  it  enough.  But,  now  I 
liiiuk  of  it,  why  should  this  be  called  &e  Bird  of 
Racchusf  A.  Because  it  was  dressed  by  your  drunken 
couk.  Not  at  all.  You  mistake  the  -matter.  Pkay 
is  it  not  a  graptAofoer  ;  i.  e.  gray  plover  t — Are  you  for 
aiiy  of  this  mutton,  sir!  If  not,  I  can  tell  you  that 
Yoa  ou|fat  to  be  iamb-^uted;  for  you  must  know  that 
I  have  the  best  in  the  country.  My  slieep  bear  away 
the  i</^  snd  I  can  asmue  you  that,  all  wethen,  1  can 
treat  my  friaids  with  as  good  mutton  as  this :  he  that 
caimot  make  a  meal  of  it,  ought  to  have  it  ram-mml 
down  his  throat. 

RmU  13.  The  Rule  of  Retrospection.  By  this  you 
rasT  reeal  a  discourse  that  has  been  past  two  houn^ 
and  introduce  it  tkua :  *'  Sir,  as  you  were  saying  two 
h«mn  a^^o — ^you  bought  these  stockings  in  Wales;  I 
Wliere  it,  for  they  seem  to  be  well-choiey  i.  «.  Welsh- 
W."— **  Sir,  you  were  saying,  if  I  mistake  not,  an 
boor  or  two  ago^  that  soldiers  have  the  speediest  justice. 
1  uree  with  you  in  that ;  for  they  are  never  without 

IMf  14.  The  Rule  of  Transition ;  which  wUl  serve 
to  introduce  anything  that  has  the  most  remote  re- 
gion to  the  subject  you  are  upon ;  ex,  gr.  If  a  roan 
pons  npon  a  sfoMr,  you  may  pun  upon  a  con^fieU^ 
\  mtdme^  a  hone^park,  a  amith's  or  aaddler't  »hop;  ex. 
r-  ^  nys,  **  his  borKS  are  gone  to  rack,'*  Then 
ytin  answer,  I  would  turn  oa/  the  rascal  that  looks  afVer 
tbrm.  Hafj  sir!  don*t  you  think  I  am  right f  I 
v<mlfi  Mrtke  whk  thg  iron  is  hot ;  and  pummit  the  dog 
to  wne  purpose.** 

Ai'r  15.  The  Rule  of  Alienation ;  which  obliges  you, 
*W  people  are  dispiiting  hotly  upon  a  subject,  to 
pitch  upon  that  wortl  which  gives  the  greatest  dis- 
torhanoe,  and  to  make  a  pun  upon  it  This  has  not 
i«ly  occasioned  peace  in  private  companies,  but  has 
pit  a  itop  to  hot  wranglings  in  parliaments  and  con- 
rjcatiotia,  which  otherwise  would  not  so  soon  come 
^  a  Rsolotion ;  for,  as  Horace  says,  Ridiculum  acri, 
*«•;  and  very  often  it  is  found  so.  Sir  ^—  once, 
n  parliament,  brought  in  a  bill  which  wanted  some 
||3^dmait;  which  being  denied  him  by  the  house, 
j«  frequently  repeated,  « That  he  thirsted  to  mend 
^tf  hill."  Upon  which  a  worthy  member  got  up,  and 
■^d, «  Jlr,  Speaker,  I  humbly  move,  since  that  mem- 
»«r  ihinti  so  very  much,  that  he  may  be  allowed  to 
»^'i  his  »4rai^A/."  This  put  the  house  into  such  a 
P*-!  humour  that  his  petition  was  granted. 

Rule  16.  The  Rule  of  Analogy  is,  when  two  persons 
r^  npon  different  subjects  after  the  same  manner. 
•U  layu  one,  "  I  went  to  my  ahoemakere  to-day  for  a 
rjir  of  iWa,  which  I  bespoke  a  month  ago;  and,  when 
«« 'ame  to  a/i^  the  dog  oriMilet  up  to  me  with  a  thou- 
^  excuaes,  dmt  I  thought  there  would  never  be  an 
*■■  nf  hia  diacourse ;  but,  upon  my  calling  him  a 
J"|^l,  he  hegan  to  war  warm,  and  had  the  impudence  to 

I  me  vamp  off,  for  he  had  not  leisure  now  to  talk  to 
?''  '^^'auie  he  was  going  to  dinner ;  which  vexed  me 
[y^^  to  the  very  eoal.  Upon  this,  I  jumped  out  of 
,  •  "^?  in  a  great  rage,  and  wished  that  the  next  bit 
^^  might  he  his  &#/."  Says  another,  «  I  went  to 
•  inner  t  that  owed  rac  some  money ;  and  (would  you 
^"^  itV)  the  piiifiti  feUow  was  /Uoked  at  it^  insomuch 


that,  forsooth,  he  could  not  hide  his  resentraent,  but 
told  me,  that  it  was  enough  to  set  a  man  horn  mad  to 
be  dwuud  so  early  in  a  morning :  and  as  for  his  part, 
he  would  curry  favour  no  longer  with  me,  let  me  do 
my  worst  Thus  the  unmannerly  cur  harked  at 
me,'*  &c. 

Rule  17.  The  Sophistical  Rule  is,  fixing  upon  a  man 
,  a  saying  which  he  never  spoke,  and  making  a  pun  upon 
it,  as,  "  Ay,  sir,  since  you  say  he  was  Iwm  in  Bark 
shire,  I  say  he  is  a  soia  <fa  biteh,*^ 

Rule  18.  The  Rule  of  Train,  is  a  method  of  intro- 
ducing jpuns  which  have  been  studied  before ;  ex,  gr. 
By  talkmg  of  TVuelock  the  gun-omithy  bis  Tery  name 
will  provoke  some  person  in  the  company  to  pun. 
Then  you  proceed :  *<  Sir,  I  smell  powder ,  but  yon  are 
plaguy  weak  in  your  mainspring  for  punning;  I 
would  advise  you  to  get  a  better  slock  berore  you  pre- 
tend to  let  off :  ffaough  you  may  think  yourself  prime 
in  this  art,  you  are  much  mistaken,  for  a  very  young 
beginner  may  be  a  match  for  you.  Ay,  sir,  you  may 
codk  and  look  big ;  but  wpan  my  word,  I  take  yoa  to 
be  no  more  than  ^  flash ;  and  Mrs.  Skin-^/fiN/,  my 
neighbour,  shall  pun  with  you  for  a  pistole  if  I  do  not 
lose  m»f  fttm,"*  &c. 

Rule  19.  The  Rule  of  Challenge.  As,  for  instance, 
when  you  have  conned  over  in  your  mind  a  chain  of 
puns^  you  surprise  the  best  punner  ^in  company  after 
this  manner :  "  say  tanpit,  if  you  daie.** 

Rule  20.  The  Sanguine  Rule  allows  you  to  swear  a 
man  out  of  his  pun,  and  prove  yourself  the  author  of 

it,  as  Pr.  S served  Cwtain  W ,  who  was  told 

how  a  slater,  working  at  nis  house,  fell  through  all 
the  rafteis  from  top  to  bottom,  and  that  upon  this  ac- 
cident he  said,  ^^  He  loved  to  see  a  man  go  cleverly 
throt^h  his  loorib."— « That  is  mine,  by— ,"  said  the 
doctor. 

Rule  21.  The  Rule  of  Concatenation  is  making  a 
string  of  puns  as  fast  as  you  can,  that  nobody  else  can 
put  in  a  word  till  you  have  exhausted  the  subject,  er. 
gr.  There  was  one  John  ApplAy^  a  gardener^  fell  in 
love  with  one  Mrs.  CWtom,  for  her  cheny-cheeks  and 
her  lify-vrhite  hand ;  and  soon  after  he  got  her  consent 
to  grt^  upon  her  stocL  Mr.  Link  the  parson  was  sent 
for,  who  joined  the  loring  pair  together.  Mr.  /Zbiptia- 
tree  and  Mr.  Holgoak  were  bridemen.  The  company 
were,  my  lady  Joan  Keel,  who  came^i-mite  Brfoat  to 
compliment  them ;  and  her  maid  Salfy,  remarkable  for 
her  carrota,  that  rid  upon  a  chesrnU,  There  was  Dr. 
Fkirragoy  too^  a  constant  medlar  in  other  peodle*s  affairs. 
He  was  lately  im-peaeh^d  for  murdering  Don  Quick' 
set.  Mrs.  Ltttics  Skirret  and  Mrs.  Rose^merrg  were 
the  bridemaids ;  the  latter  sang  a  song  to  oblige  the 
company,  which  an  arch  wag  called  a  funeral  dirge  ; 
but  notwithstanding  this,  our  friend  John  began  to 
thrive  upon  matrimony  like  a  twig  in  a  hush.  1  forgot 
to  tell  you  that  the  tailor  had  so  much  oalAage  out  of 
the  wedding  suit,  there  was  none  at  all  for  supper. 

Rule  22.  The  Rule  of  Inoculating  is»  when  a  person 
makes  an  excellent  pun,  and  you  immediately  fix 
another  upon  it:  as  dean  Swift  one  day  said  to  a 
gentleman,  who  had  a  very  little  bob  wig,  '*  Sir,  tlie 
dam  of  your  wig  is  a  whisker  ;'*  upon  which  I  came 
in  very  a-propoSy  and  said,  "  Sir,  that  cannot  be^  for 
it  is  but  an  ear^wig.** 

Rule  23.  The  Rule  of  Desertion  allows  you  to  bring 
a  man  into  a  pun,  and  leave  him  to  work  it  out :  as, 
suppose  you  should  hear  a  man  say  the  word  incom" 

parable Then  you  proceed,  Mw:eiit-tii-oam-fwr-fNir- 

rable'rable So  let  the  other  make  his  best  of  iL 

Rule  24.  The  Salick  Rule  is  a  pretence  to  a  jump- 
ing of  wits :  that  is,  when  a  man  has  made  a  good 
pun,  tlie  other  swears  widi  a  pun  he  was  just  coming 

out  with  it.  One  night,  I  remember,  Mr. served 

Dr.  <-^— ^  so.      The  former  saying,  over  a  bottle^ 
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«  Will,  I  am  for  my  mittitiM  here."—"  How  so  T 
nyf  Tom.— "Why,  I  am  for  frj/w-i/-r»rf."— "  By 
this  crooked  stick,'**  said  Tom,  "  I  was  coming  out 
with  it." 

Rule  25.  The  Etymological  Rule  is,  when  a  man 
hunts  a  pun  through  every  letter  and  syllable  of  a 
word :  as,  for  example,  I  am  asked,  "  What  is  the  best 
word  to  spend  an  evening  withf  *  I  answer,  "  Po/a- 
toes;  for  there  is  po'-pot — f)ota — potat — fotatoe^  and 
the  reverse  sot-a-iop,''^ 

Ruk  26.  The  Rule  of  Mortification  is,  when  a  man, 
^ving  got  the  thanks  and  laugh  of  a  company  for  a 
good  pun,  an  oiemy  to  the  art  swears  he  read  it  in 
"  Cambridge  Jests."  This  is  such  an  inversion  of  it, 
that  I  tliink  I  may  be  allowed  to  make  examples  of 
these  kind  of  people  in  verse  : — 

Thus  pappiM,  that  adore  tlie  dark. 
Against  bright  Cynthia  liowl  and  bark ; 
Although  tho  regent  of  the  night. 
Like  us,  is  gay  witib  borrowed  light 

Rule  27.  The  Professionary  Rule**  is,  to  frame  a 
story,  and  swear  you  were  present  at  an  event  where 
every  man  talked  in  liis  own  calling ;  ex,  gr.  Major 
swears  he  was  present  at  the  seising  of  a  pick- 
pocket, by  a  great  rabble  in  Smithfield ;  and  that  he 
heard 

A  Tailor  say,  "Send  the  dog  to  A«/7.*' 
The  Cook,  "  Let  me  be  at  him,  111  baste  him." 
The  Joiner,  "  It  is  plain  the  dog  was  caught  in  the 

fact :  I  saw  him." 
The  Blacksmith, "  He  is  a  fine  spark  indeed  !** 
The  Butcher,  "  Knock  down  the  shambling  cur.** 
The  Glasier,  "  Make  the  Ughi  shine  through  Aim." 
The  Bookseller,  "Bind  him  over." 
The  Saddler,  "  Pummel  him:* 
The  Farmer,  "  Thrash  the  dog." 
A  Popish  priest  going  by,  "111  make  the  devil  Jig  out 
o/himr 

Rule  28.  The  Brazen-head  Rule  is^  when  a  punster 
stands  his  ground  asainst  a  whole  company,  though 
there  is  not  one  to  side  with  him,  to  die  utter  destruc* 
tiou  of  all  conversation  but  his  own.  As,  for  instance, 
— says  one^  "  I  hate  a  pirn." — ^I'hen  he,  "  When  a 
pun  is  meant,  is  it  a  punishment  f " — **  Deuce  take  your 
quibbling!" — "Sir,  I  will  not  bate  you  an  ace,  cinque 
me  if  I  do ;  and  111  make  you  know  that  I  am  a  sice 
above  yon." — "Hiis  fellow  cannot  talk  out  of  his 
element^ — "  To  divert  you  was  all  I  meant:* 

Rule  29.  The  Hypothetic  Rule  is,  when  you  suppose 
things  hardly  consistent  to  be  united  for  the  sake  of  a 
pun  :  as,  for  instance,  suppose  a  person  in  the  pillory 
nad  received  a  full  discharge  of  eggs  upon  every  part 
of  his  fkce  but  the  handle  of  it ;  why  would  he  make 
the  longest  verses  in  the  world?  Ans.  Fersos  Alexan' 
drinos,  i.  e,  All-eggs-and-dry-nose. 

Rule  30.  The  Rule  of  Naturalization  is,  that  pun- 
ning is  free  of  all  languages  :  as  for  the  Latin  Roma' 
nos,  yon  may  say  "  Roman  nose" — Temeraria,  "Tom, 
where  are  you  f" — Oxotnee  prospectus,  "  Pox  on  you, 
pray  speak  to  us."  For  the  French  quelgue  chose,  you 
may  say  in  English,  "  kick  shoes."  When  one  says 
of  a  thief,  **  I  wish  he  was  transported;"  answer,  "  he 
is  already /StfT  enough."  Dr.  Swift  made  an  excellent 
advantage  of  this  rule  one  night:  when  a  certain 
peevish  gentleman  in  his  company  had  lost  his  spectacles, 
lie  bid  him  "  liave  a  good  heart ;  for,  if  it  continued 
raining  all  night,  he  would  find  them  in  the  morning." 
— "  Pray  how  so  f'—"  Why,  sir, 

"  Noete  ploit  tota,  redeuut  tpeetaeula  maui." 
Rule  31.  The  Rule  of  Random.  When  a  man  speaks 

•  CaiU'a-wn/,  L  e.  Canary. 

b  An  improTcmeut  on  this  ruin  was  adopted  by  Dr.  Swift,  in 
hitf  "  Full  and  True  Account  of  Wood*i  Phioetsion  to  the  Gal- 
lows.*' 


anything  that  comes  uppermost,  and  some  good  pun. 
finder  discovers  what  he  never  meant  in  it;  then  be  ii 

to  say,  **  You  have  hit  it »"    As  Major did : 

complaining  that  he  stayed  at  home  by  [ressoa  of  ui 
issue  in  a  leg,  which  was  jtist  beginning  to  ran,  he 
was  answered  by  Mr.  — ,  « I  won&r  that  yoa 
should  be  confined  who  have  such  ranning  legs.*'  The 
Major  replied,  "  You  haire  hit  it;  for  I  mesnt  ikai: 

Rule  32.  The  Rule  of  Scandal.  Never  to  ipesk  vdl 
of  another  punster ;  er.  gr.  "  Who,  he !  Lord,  lir,  he 
has  not  sense  enough  to  play  at  crambo;'*  or,  '^He 
does  not  know  the  meaning  of  synonymous  woidi;' 
or,  "  He  never  rose  so  high  as  a  conundrum  oir  s  car- 
riwhichit." 

Rule  S3.  The  Rule  of  Catch  is,  when  you  hear  a 
man  conning  a  pun  soflly  to  himself,  to  whip  it  oot 
of  his  mouth,  and  pass  it  upon  the  company  for  toot 
own :  as,  for  instance,  mustard  happened  to  be  men' 
tioned  in  company  wheie  I  was ;  and  a  geatlemu 
with  his  eyes  fixed  upon  the  ceiling,  was  at  1/w- 
mus,  sinapi-^snap  ege — bite  nose  One  in  covopany, 
overhearing  him,  bit  him,  and  snapped  it  up;  amlsuJ. 
"  Mustard  is  the  stoutest  seed  in  the  world,  for  ituke 
the  greatest  man  by  the  noie." 

Jhile  34.  The  Golden  Rule  allows  you  tochanf;cmi' 
syllable  for  another ;  by  this  you  may  either  lop  o^« 
insert^  or  add  to  a  word :  «r.  gr, 

{Church,— /To-*, 
Bangor, — Clangor, 
Presbyter, — Has-hiter,  8fc. 

This  Rule  is  of  such  consequence,  that  a  man  vai 
once  tried  for  his  life  by  it.  The  case  wss  thus:  A 
certain  man  was  brought  before  a  judge  of  satie  U 
murder :  his  lordship  asked  his  name,  and  being  an- 
swered SpiUman,  the  judge  said,  "  Take  any  ^i 
and  his  name  is  lU-man  ;  put  IT  to  it,  and  it  ii  ^' 
man :  away  with  him,  gaoler ;  his  very  iisme  hft^ 
hanged  him."  This  34th  rule,  on  this  occstion,  he 
came  a  rule  of  court,  and  was  so  well  liked  that  a 
justice  of  peace,  who  shall  be  nameless,  applied  evtiy 
tittle  of  it  to  a  man  brought  to  him  on  tne  tame  re- 
count, after  this  manner :  ^  Come,  sir,  I  conjoie  P^' 
as  I  am  one  of  his  majesty's  justices  of  tlie  peice,  i» 
tell  me  your  name." — "  My  iiaxnc,  an't  please  yoot « 
Wi/soii."— «0  ho,  sir!  H'atsonI  mighty  weU!  Tike 
away  Sp  from  it,  and  it  is  JU-man,  and  put  A'  to  it, 
and  it  is  Kill^man :  away  with  him,  constsble ;  hu 
very  name  will  hang  him." 

Let  us  now  consider  a  new  case ;  as,  for  ioitiiH^; 
"The  Church  of  England,   as   by  law  estaUisbeJ. 
Put  a  r  before  it,  and  it  is   Test-abhshed :  lake  svay 
the  Test,  and  put  in  o,  and  it  is  Abolished, 

How  much  was  [Tom  Gordon]  the  late  iaffmeoi 
author  of  "  Parson  Alberoiii"  obliged  to  it,  in  tkt  ^ 
natmral  story  which  he  framed  concerning  the  jiwcIm'* 
where  he  tells  you,  one  of  the  congregation  culed  ^ 
minister  an  humbassandor  for  an  ambassador. 

Give  me  leave,  courteous  reader,  to  lecomneo*!  ^^ 
your  ^lerusal  and  practice  this  most  exceUeot  nk 
which  IS  of  such  imiversal  use  and  advantage  to  ^^ 
learned  world,  that  the  most  valuable  dtscoferifs.  ^ 
as  to  antiquities  and  etymologies,  are  made  by  it;  o^^T' 
fiuiher,  I  will  venture  to  say,  that  sJl  words  which  aK 
introduced  to  enricli  and  make  a  language  copiot^ 
beautiful,  and  harmonious,  arise  chiefly  from  tbisniK- 
Let  any  man  but  consult "  Bentley's  Horace/'  aod  be«iU 
see  what  useful  discoveries  that  very  learned  geada^ 
has  made  by  the  help  of  this  rule ;  or  indeed  poor  Ho- 
race would  have  lain  under  the  eternal  reproscb  <^^ 
making  "  a/or  eat  oats,"'  had  not  the  learned  doc|^. 
with  great  judgment  and  penetration,  found  out  «/^ 
to  be  a  blunder  of  the  librarians  for  vulpeeuh ;  wbtra 
mtedula,  the  doctor  says,  signifies  a  grass-msimi  ^ 
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thii  cltan  ap  the  whole  matter,  because  it  makei  the 
ftory  haiig  well  together ;  for  all  the  world  knows,  that 
veaaeli  have  a  most  tender  regard  and  affection  to  gnus- 
mioe,  wbertM  they  hate  foxes  as  they  do  fire-bnnds. 
In  abort,  all  Tarious  lections  are  to  be  attributed  to  this 
rale:  10  are  all  the  Greek  dialects ;  or  Homer  would 
hare  wanted  the  sonorous  beauty  of  his  oio's.     But 
the  greatest  and  best  masters  of  mu  rule,  without  dis- 
pute, were  the  Dorians^  who  made  nothing  of  saying 
ttM  for  9oi,  ttnot  for  eAeuioe,  ntri»dome»  for  ntrizmtun, 
ke»    From  this  too  we  have  our  quant  in  lexicons. 
Wai  it  iiot  by  rule  the  34th  that  the  Samaritan,  Chal- 
(W,  ^tfaiopic,  Syriac,  Arabic,  and  Persian  languages 
»m  fonned  from  the  original  Hebrew  ?  for  which  I 
appeal  to  the  Polyglott.     And  among  our  modem  lan- 
fruftgcs  are  not  the  Italian,  Spanish,  Portuguese,  and 
Fimh  derired  and  formed  from  the  Latin  by  the  same 
pavfrrf    How  much  poets  have  been  obliged  to  it  we 
immL  no  further  proof  than  the  figures  prothtM^  epeHtke- 
lo,  apocope,  parafpoM,  and  eliiptia,  trimming  and  fit- 
t'lttg  of  words  to  make  them  more  agreeable  to  our  ears, 
DiijQysitu  Halicamaaseusis  bos  taken  notice  of,  in  his 
Ujok  '*  De  Compoeitiune  Vocum,**  where  he  pleasantly 
cumporea  your  oolite  reformers  of  words  to  masoiis 
vitli  hammers,  woo  break  off  rugged  comers  of  stones 
tlot  tbey  may  become  more  even  and  firm  iu  their 

I^t  after  all,  give  me  leave  to  lament  that  I  can- 
iwt  hare  the  honour  of  being  the  sole  inventor  of  this 
iiicomparable  rule :  though  I  solemnly  protest,  upon 
the  woid  of  an  author,  (if  an  author  may  nave  credit,) 
tUt  I  never  had  the  least  hint  toward  it,  any  more 
tiuu  die  Udies*  letters  and  young  children's  pronuncia-> 
tiuo,  till  a  year  after  I  had  proposed  this  rule  to  Dr. 
——f  who  was  an  excellent  judge  of  the  advantage  it 
night  be  to  the  public ;  when,  to  my  great  surprise, 
turaUiiig  over  the  third  tome  of  Alstedius,  p.  7 1 ,  right 
iuath  to  believe  my  eyes,  1  met  with  the  following 
I«^sge:  *'Ambigua  multum  faciunt  ad  banc  rem, 
cuja«modi  exempla  plurima  reperiuotur  apud  Plautum, 
qoi  in  ambiguis  crebro  ludit.    Joci  captontur  ex  per- 
DiQtatiooe  syllabarum  et  vocum,  ut  pro    Drcretum, 
^^'cretum ;  pro  Al«dicus,  ilfnidicus  et  ^ferdicus :  pro 
Poijrannff,  Polyoopros.     Item  ex  Syllabarum  ellipsi, 
ut  ait  Althusisus,  cap.  iii.  civil,  convers.  pro  Casimirus, 
J'na;  pro  Marcus,  Arcua;  pro  Vinosus,  Osirs;  pro 
^^annJotium,  Otutm.     Sic,  additione  liters,  pro  Ur- 
hwiua.  Tmiatuu,"'   ^  Which  exactly  corresponded  to 
|^<vy  branch  and   circumstance  of  my  rule,     llien, 
OMUtd,  I  could  not  avoid  breaking  out  into  the  fol- 
luv^ing  exclamations,  and  that  after  a  most  pathetic 
<»<nnrr : ''  Wretched  Tom  Pun-Sibi !  Wretched  indeed ! 
Are  all  thy  nocturnal  lucubrations  come  to  this  f  Must 
uother,  for  being  a  hundred  years  before  thee  in  the 
world,  mn  away  with  the  glory  of  thv  own  invention  t 
1'  ii  tnie,  he  must.    Happy  Alstedius !  who,  I  thought, 
Would  have  stood  me  in  aU-^md,  upon  consulting  thy 
Q>Hhod  of  joking !    AWt  tedioitt  to  me  now,  since  thou 
*•««  robbed  me  of  that  honour  which  would  have  set 
|ne  above  all  writers  of  the  present  age.    And  why  not 
l^py  Tom  Pun-Sibi  t   did  we   not  jump  together 
tikt  true  witst    But,  alas,  thou  art  on  the  safest  side 
^  the  bush ;  my  credit  bdng  liable  to  the  suspicion 
^  the  world,  because  you  wrote  before  me.      III- 
'•aiurftl  erttics,  in  spite  of  all  my  protestations,  will 
riMidemB  me,  right  or  wrong,  for  a  plagiary.    Hence- 
forward never  write  anything  of  thy  own ;  but  pil- 
'^''v  sad  trespass  upon  all  that  ever  wrote  before 
tit^•;  leaith  among  dust  and  moths  for  things  new 
to  ibe  learned.     Farewell,  study;  from  this  moment 
1  ^ndon  thee:    for,  wherever  I   can  get  a  pam- 
rapb  unm  any  subject   whatsoever  ready  done  to 
^y  hand,  my  head  shall   have  no  further  trouble 
«^  to  see  h  Cairly  tmnscribed '"--And  this  method, 

V0L.I1, 


I  hope,  will  help  me  to  swell  out  the  Second  Ptet  of 
this  work« 

TUS  END  OF  TUB  FIRST  PABT. 


ADVERTISEMENT. 

The  Second  Pftrt  of  this  Work  will  be  published 
with  all  convenient  expedition ;  to  which  will  be  added, 
A  small  treatise  of  Conunokums,  Carriwhiohiti,  and 
LoNo-pETiTEsj  together  with  the  Winter-fire's 
Diversion :  The  art  of  making  Rebuses;  The  Anti- 
quity of  Hoop-petticoats,  proved  from  Adam*s  two 
Daughters,  Calmaan  and  Ddbora,  &c.  &c.  &c. 


EDMUND  CURLL,  TO  THE  READER. 

There  has  not,  as  yet,  been  any  second  part  of  this 
work  published,  nor  do  1  believe  was  ever  intended. 
But  my  friend  Anthony  Hammond,  esq.,  upon  reading 
it  over,  sent  me  examples  to  three  more  rules  of  his 
own  niaking,  vis.  ^— 

Ruie  35.  The  Rule  of  Blunder  is,  when  any  one, 
under  the  notion  of  a  mistake,  makes  a  pun  which  he 
may  take  notice  of  himself  if  the  company  do  not ; 
«.  ipr. 

Captain  J  said  to  his  kitisman,  who  was  going 
to  be  married,  "  O,  cousin,  I  hear  you  are  abmit  to 
kaUer  your  condition."  The  company  not  taking  no- 
tice of  it,  the  captain  corrected  himself,  *<  alter,**  says 
he.  *<  I  should  have  said.'* 

^  Ruk  36.  The  Rule  of  Sound  is  when  the  pan  con- 
sists in  the  sound  of  the  words  only,  without  any  re- 
lation to  the  thing  signified ;  «jr.  gr. 

He  who  translated  that  ingenious  poesy  of  a  wedding 
ring,  <«  Qui  dedit,  se  dedit  r  when  **  he  did  it,  she  did  it." 

Or,  like  tliat  of  the  country  parson,  whom  a  Round- 
head colonel  thought  to  puzzle  by  asking  him  whether 
he  could  rhyme  to  "  hydrops,  nocthycorax,  thorax,  et 
mascula  vervex.**  He  immediately  answered,  *<land 
tax,  and  army  tax,  excise,  and  general  Fairfax." 

RwiB  37.  The  Rule  of  Equivocation  is  die  innocent 
use  of  this  Jesuitical  art ;  tx,gr. 

As  the  famous  Daniel  Purcell,  a  nonjuror,  was  dab- 
bling along  the  streets  in  the  dirt  and  rain,  and  a  friend 
of  his  passing  by  asked  him  why  he  did  not  take  a 
coach — **  Alas,**  says  he^  <*  this  is  not  a  rtign  for  me  to 
take  a  coach  in.*' 

Another  time,  one  of  Daniel's  friends  telling  him 
that  when  king  George  landed  at  Greenwich,  he  heard 
he  had  a  full  view  of  him,  for  that  be  stood  next  to 
him  at  his  coming  ashore.  '<  Therefore,**  says  he,  **  you 
must  know  him."  *<  Ay,**  replied  Daniel,  **>  though  I 
know  him  very  well^  yet  I  can't  smmot  to  him.** 

LntUf^  Daniel  knocking,  on  a  30th  of  January,  at 
the  Crown  Tavern  door,  iu  the  Strand,  was  answered 
by  the  drawer,  thrmigh  the  wicket,  that  he  could  not 
let  him  in  beouise  it  was  fast-day,  and  his  master  and 
mistress  were  gone  to  church :  ^  D — n  your  master  and 
mistress,"  says  he,  *'  can't  they  be  content  to  fast  them- 
selves, but  they  must  make  their  doon/aai  f  ** 

The  learned  Mr.  Charles  Bernard,  sojeant-surgeon 
to  queen  Anne,  being  very  severe  upon  parsons  having 
pluralities,  a  reverend  and  worthy  divine  heard  him  a 
good  while  with  patience ;  but  at  length  took  him  up 
with  this  question. "  Why  do  you,  Mr.  Seijeant  Bernard, 
nil  thus  at  pluralities  who  have  always  so  many  snie- 
cttTM  upon  your  own  hands?'* 

Dr.  Lloyd,  bishop  of  Worcester,  so  eminent  for  his 
prophecies,  when  by  his  solicitation  and  compliance  at 
court  he  got  removed  from  a  poor  Welch  bishopric  to 
a  rich  Englisli  one,  a  reverend  dean  of  the  church  said, 
**  That  he  found  his  brother  Uoyd  spelt  prophet  with 
an  /.*' 

2  E 
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THE  HISTORY  OF  POETRY, 

IN  A  LETTER  TO  A  FRIEND. 

Sir, — In  obedience  to  your  commands,  I  nere  send  you 
the  following  short  essay  toward  a  History  of  Poetry  in 
England  and  Ireland.  At  first  it  was  a  science  we  only 
began  to  chaw  sib.  A  hundred  years  afler,  we  at- 
tempted to  translate  out  of  the  Psalms,  but  could  not 
our  STERN-HOLD.  In  queen  Elizabetirs  reign,  I  think, 
there  was  but  one  di-spenser  of  good  verses ;  for  his 
patron,  though  a  great  man,  is  hid  nigh  by  the  length 
of  time.  Yet  a  little  before  her  death,  we  attempted 
to  deal  in  tragedy,  and  began  to  shake  spears  ;  which 
was  pursued  under  king  James  I.  by  three  great  poets, 
in  one  of  them  many  a  line  so  strong,  that  you  might 
make  a  beaii  ont  ;  the  second,  indeed,  gives  us  some- 
times but  PLAT  CHEER,  and  Uie  third  is  BsN-ding  a 
little  to  stiffness. 

In  Uie  reign  of  king  Charles  I.  there  was  a  new  suc- 
cession of  poets,  one  of  them,  though  seldom  read,  I  am 
very  fond  of;  he  has  so  much  salt  in  his  compositions, 
that  you  would  tluuk  he  had  been  used  to  suck-lino  : 
as  to  his  friend  the  author  of  ^'  Gondibert,"  Td  have 
AN  AUNT  write  better.  I  say  nothing  against  your  fa- 
vourite, though  some  censure  him  for  writing  too  cooly  ; 
but  he  had  a  rival  whose  happier  genius  made  him 
stand  like  a  wall  or  a  pillar  against  censure. 

During  the  Usurpation,  we  fell  into  burlesque ;  and 
I  think  whoever  reads  Hudibras,  cannot  but  leer.  I 
have  COT  one  more,  who  travestied  Virgil,  though  not 
equal  to  the  former. 

After  the  Restoration,  poets  became  very  numerous ; 
the  cliief,  whose  fame  is  louder  than  a  millstone, 
must  never  be  forgot.  And  here  I  must  observe,  that 
poets  in  those  days  loved  retirement  so  much,  that 
sometimes  they  lived  in  dens.  One  of  them  in  a  drv- 
DBN :  another  called  his  den  his  village,  or  dbn-uam  ; 
and  I  am  informed  that  the  sorry  fellow,  who  is  now 
laureat,  affects  to  usb-dbns  still ;  but  to  return  from 
this  digression,  we  were  then  famous  for  tragedy  and 
comedy ;  the  author  of  '*  Venice  Preserved  "  is  seldom 
o  T  AWAV ;  yet  he  who  wrote  the  <<  Rival  Queens,"'  before 
he  lost  his  senses,  sometimes  talked  mad-lee.  Another, 
who  was  of  this  kingdom,  went  into  England,  because 
it  is  more  southern  :  and  he  wrote  tolerably  well.  I 
say  nothing  of  the  satirist,  with  his  old  dam'  venes. 
As  for  comedy,  ^  **  Plain  Dealer,''  w'icn  early  came 
into  credit,  is  allowed  on  all  hands  an  excellent  piece : 
he  had  a  dull  contemporary,  who  sometimes  showed 
humour;  but  his  colouring  was  bad,  and  he  could  not 
shadk'WBLL.  Sir  Creorge,  in  my  opinion,  outdid  them 
all,  and  was  sharp  at  bither-edge.  The  duke  is  also 
excellent,  who  took  a  book  in  game,  and  turned  it  into 
ridicule,  under  the  name  of  "  The  Rehearsal."  It  is^  in- 
deed, no  wonder  to  find  poetry  thrive  under  the  reign  of 
that  prince ;  when  by  one  of  his  great  favourites,  who  was 
likewise  an  excellent  poet,  there  was  a  dorb-sbt  open 
for  all  men  of  wit  Perhaps  yOu  wiLL-Bfurr'er,  that  I 
have  left  out  the  earl  of  Rochester ;  but  I  never  was 
one  of  his  admirers. 

Upon  the  Revolution,  poetry  seemed  to  decline; 
however,  I  shall  pry  o'r  as  many  poeti  as  I  can  remem- 
ber. Mr.  Montague  affected  to  be  a  patron  of  wit, 
and  his  house  was  the  poets'  hall-i-pax  for  several 
yean,  which  one  of  them  used  to  stbp-nioh  every 
day.  Another  of  them,  who  was  my  old  acquaintance^ 
succeeded  well  in  comedy,  tnit  failed  when  be  began  to 
coN'Oravb  subjects.     The  rest  came  in  a  row. 

The  author  of  the  "  Dispensary"  had  written  nothing 
else  valuable,  and  therefore  is  too  small  in  the  garth. 
But  may  not  a  man  be  allowed  to  add  is  own  friend 
to  the  number  f  I  mean  the  author  of  "  Cato." 


To  mention  those  who  are  now  alive,  would  W 
endless ;  I  will  therefore  only  venture  to  lay  down  oof 
maxim,  that  a  good  poet,  if  he  designs  to  ticki^  the 
world,  must  be  gay  and  young  ;  but  if  be  propoiei  to 
give  us  rational  pleasurejhe  must  he  as  grave  as  a  rrft 

I  am,  Sir,  youn,  &c 

DECREE 

POR  CONCLUOINQ  the  TRSATk'  BETWEEN 

DR.  SWIFT  AND  MRS.  LONG,  1709. 

MiHs  Amnx  Lono.  sister  to  nr  James  Long  of  Draycot,  in  WOi- 
•hire,  a  lady  of  great  beauty.  aeconmliuuneDt.  and  buSnT, 
Swift  became  acquainted  with  her  at  Mrs.  VaahoBrifrh'*-  t^ 
the  following  tricce  6f  humour  is  founded  upon  the  rtt»^^ 
adrances  whien,  between  jest  and  eanwM,  he  denaaded  iem 
the  ladiea  who  were  ambitions  of  his  aonoaintanoe.  The  i(<i^- 
thn«  whimsically  concluded,  occasioned  a  nncere  thoiich  •fr't 
firicndtthip  between  the  parties.  Mn.  Long  waa.  tmn  the  A'tBiy 
ment  of  her  affairs,  obliged  to  retire  to  Lynn,  in  Nwfolk.vW* 
•he  died,  under  a  borrowed  name,  in  1711. 

Whereas  it  hath  been  signified  to  us,  that  there iiTy<v 
a  treaty  of  acquaintance  on  foot  between  Dr.  Swift  d 
Leicester  Fields,  on  the  one  part,  and  Mrs.  Ijoof.  >^f 
Albemarle-street,  on  the  otlicr  part :   And  wherm  'be 
said  Dr.  Swift,  upon  the  score  of  his  merit  and  ritrj- 
ordinary  qualities,  doth  claim  the  sole  and  uododbfril 
right,   that  all  persons  whatsoever   shall  malsv  w^ 
advances  to  him  as  he  pleases  to  demand,*  say  Lt*. 
claim,  custom,  privilege  of  sex,  beauty,  fuftniw.  <r 
Quality,  to  the  contrary  notwidistanding :  Andvhtr*:.'' 
the  said  Mrs.  Long,  humbly  acknowledging  and  a!i<  «- 
ing  the  right  of  the  said  doctor,  doth  yet  insist  u^^ 
certain   privileges  and  exceptions^  as  a  lady  t-f  ^^ 
Toast,  ^  which  privileges,  she  doth  all^e,  are  eirry^H 
out  of  &e  doctor *s  general  claim,  luid  which  she  caiu^ 
betray  without  injuring  the  whole  body  wliereof  ^k  ^ 
a  member ;   by  which  impediment  the  said  treatr  • 
not  yet  brought  to  a  conclusion,  to  the  great  gn«<TUio 
and  damage  of  Mrs.  Vanhomrigh  and  her  fairibii;'- 
ter  Hessy  :<^  and  whereas  the  decision  of  this  ^ns^*^ 
cause  is  referred  to  us,  in  our  judicial  capacity.  ^ '. 
out  of  our  tender  regard  to  truth  and  justice.  bi«  . 
heard  and   duly  considered  the    allegations  of  '  ' 

?arties,  do  declare,  adjudge,  decree,  and  detera>' 
'hat  the  said  Mrs.  Long,  notwithstanding  any  ]<'  ■ 
leges  she  may  claim  as  aforesaid  aa  a  Laiiy  if '  ' 
Toast,  shall,  without  twoiue  or  demur,  in  t»u  t.    * 
after  the  publishing  of  this  our  decree,   make  all  »' 
vauces  to  the  said  doctor  that  he  ahall  dem«ii<l;<*' 
that  the  said  advances  shall  not  be  made  to  \h*  ^^- 
doctor  as  un  homnu  sans  ctnufgvencTf  but  portly  <  :< 
account  of  his  great  merit.    And  we  do  hereby  iH  •  -.' 
forbid tlie said  Mrs.  Vanhomrigh,  and  her  fair  dAu^**' ' 
Hessy,  to  aid,  abet,  comfort,  or  encourage  her,  t)v  ** ' 
Mrs.  Long,  in  her  disobedience  for  the  future.    -^^ ' 
in  consideration  of  the  said  Mrs.  Long  a  being  a  Tu^'< 
we  think  it  just  and  reasonable    that  the  nid<i>" 
should  permit  her,  in  all  companiea,  to  give  bm>     '  * 
reputation  of  being  one  of  his    acquaintance,  a 
no  otlier  lady  shall  presume  to  do,^  ujion  any  pr*  < 
whatsoever,  without  his  especial  leave  and  liceurc  •' 
liad  and  obtained. 

By  especial  command, 

G.  V.  HoKSik':' 


•  "When  I  lit-ed  In  Eai^Und.**  aays  thp  dean  to  Ml*  H-  ^ 
June  4, 17S4,  *'  onoe  every  year  I  famed  out  aa  ««lfat,  onatt**  '•  -i 
that  all  ladiea  of  wit,  aanai*.  nerit.  mad  q«uUit>.«b>>  tj>  ^ 
ambition  to  be  acquainted  with  mc.  should  make  the  i'^  • 
vanccs  at  their  peril." 

b  The  Kit-cat  Clnb  had  reffular  taasto  of  tbr  mmS  raiJ->  •■     ' 
and  faeautifVil  women,  fiivDuiable  to  thcar  polisieal  offim»*» 
«  Kitlier  Vanlkomrtich,  the  nnfoitunate  \  anriM 
d  Swift  cxpre»aea  himarlf  airoaffly  aii^nst  ihcwe  «b  >  <  L  "    ' 
IU«  acquaintance  on  Blight  pvunua. 

•  The  signatoie  of  Mrs.  Vaahootfigli*  modKrof  Vaana^ 
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A  DISCOURSE 

TO  PROVE 

THE  ANTIQUITY  OF  THE  ENGUSH  TONGUE. 

SflOVINO  FROM    VARIOUS    INSTANCES,    THAT  HEBREW, 
GRBE&,  AND   LATIN  WERE  DERIVED   PROM  THE 

ENGLISH. 

Doimo  the  reign  of  partiet  for  about  forty  years  past, 
it  it  t  melaDcholy  eonnderation  to  observe  how  pbUo- 
logyhai  been  neglected,  which  was  before  the  darling 
cmployinent  of  the  greatest  authors,  from  the  restoration 
of  Icsniingin  Europe.  Neither  do  I  remember  it  to 
hsTe  been  caltimt«l,  since  the  Revolution,  by  any  one 
petsim,  widi  great  success,  except  our  illustrious 
modem  Kar,  doctor  Richard  Bentley,  with  whom  the 
npiiblic  of  learning  most  expire,  as  mathematics  did 
vith  nr  Inac  Newton.  My  ambition  has  been  gradually 
aRempting,  from  my  early  youth,  to  be  the  holder  oH 
A  nuh-llght  before  that  great  luminary ;  which,  at  least, 
rai^  be  of  some  little  use  during  those  short  intervals 
while  he  was  snuffing  his  candl^  or  peeping  with  it 
under  s  bushel. 

My  present  attempt  is  to  assert  the  antiquity  of  our 
KoKJi^h  tongue  $  which,  as  I  shall  underteke  to  prove 
bf  invincible  argument,  has  varied  very  little  for 
duse  tiro  diousaiid  six  hundred  and  dtirty-four  yean 
pBiL  Aod  my  proofs  will  be  drawn  from  etymology ; 
vbertin  I  ihall  use  my  readers  much  fairer  than 
l^nro.  Skinner,  Vent^an,  Camden,  and  many  other 
aiperUcial  pretenden,  have  done:  for  I  will  pot  no 
fi*ce  opon  toe  wonis,  nor  desire  any  more  fiivour  than 
to  illow  for  the  uaual  accidents  of  conuption,  or  die 
troidiog  a  cacophonia. 

I  tbiuk  I  can  make  it  manifM  to  all  impattial 
mdert,  that  our  language,  as  we  now  speak  it,  was 
oriiiually  the  same  with  those  of  the  Jews,  the  Greeks, 
unl  the  Romans,  however  corrupted  in  succeeding 
tima  by  a  mixture  of  barbarisms.  I  shall  oidy  pro- 
Huee  at  present  two  instances  among  a  thousand  from 
(he  Latm  tongue.  Cktaca^  which  they  interpret  a 
aoeennry-Aoifse,  is  altogether  an  English  word;  the 
>*<  letter  a  being,  by  the  mistake  of  some  scribe, 
(nttfened  from  the  beginning  to  the  end  of  the  word. 
lo  the  primitive  orthography  it  is  called  a  chac^ 
vbkh  had  die  same  signification ;  and  still  continues 
•»  It  Edinburgh,  in  Scotland,  where  a  man  in  a  cfoac, 
tv  cioak,  of  Ivge  circumference  and  length,  carrying 
A  onivenient  vessel  under  it,  calls  out,  as  he  goes 
»Wjgh  the  streets,  "  Wha  has  need  of  me  T  What- 
<^n  ctutomer  calls,  the  vessel  is  placed  in  the  comer 
^  the  itreet;  the  c/bac,  or  a  cloak,  surrounds  and 
^'Tfn  him ;  and  thus  he  is  eased  widi  decency  and 
wcrecy. 

"The  lecond  instance  is  yet  more  remarkable.  The 
lAtin  word  twr^  signifies  mu/y,  or  filihy.  Now  this 
voTtl  twfit  is  a  plain  composition  of  two  English 
«'mU:  only,  by  «  Syncope,  the  laat  letter  of  the  first 
lylUble,  which  is  d^  is  taken  out  of  the  middle,  to  pre- 
^^t  the  JAzring  of  three  consonants  together;  and 
*W  two  Sngluh  words  express  the  most  unseemly 
rxcremeuts  that  belong  to  man. 

But  although  I  could  produce  many  other  ex- 
^r^  equally  convincing,  that  the  Hebrews,  the 
vrecki^  snd  the  Romans  originally  spoke  the  same 
^^>age  which  we  do  at  present,  yet  I  have  chosen 
^  cou£iie  myself  chiefly  to  the  proper  names  of  per- 
**■»  bccaoie  1  conceive  they  will  be  of  greater  weight 
l^^finn  what  I  advance ;  the  ground  and  reason  of 
™*«  '^^  being  certainly  owing  to  the  nature,  or 
^''^  diftioguuhing  action  or  quality  in  those  persons, 
UQ  anaeqnently  expresMNl  in  the  true  ancient  lun- 
l«J«e  of  the  seveml  people. 

•  will  begin  wiUi  the  Grecians,  among  whom  the 
"^  ancient  are  die  great  leaders  on  both  sides  in  the 


siege  of  Troy ;  for  it  is  plain,  from  Homer,  that  the 
Trojans  spoke  Greek  as  well  as  the  Grecians.  Of 
these  latter,  AcMU«9  was  the  most  valiant.  This  hero 
was  of  a  restless,  unquiet  natur^  never  giving  himself 
any  repose  either  in  peace  or  war;  and  therefore  as 
Guy  of  Warwick  was  called  a  kiU-ww,  and  another 
terrible  man  a  kiU-devU,  so  this  general  was  called 
A-kiU-eate^  or  destroyer  of  ease;  and,  at  length,  by 
corruption,  AchUlet. 

HtcioTy  on  the  other  side,  was  the  bravest  among 
the  Trojans.  He  had  destroyed  so  many  of  the  Greeks 
by  hacking  and  tearmg  them,  that  his  soldiers,  when 
they  saw  him  fighting,  would  cry  out,  '*  Now  the 
enemy  will  be  AaciV,  now  he  will  be  tort.''  At  last, 
hj  putting  both  words  together,  this  appellation  was 
given  to  their  leader  luider  the  name  of  Hacktort ;  and, 
for  the  more  commodious  sounding.  Hector. 

Diomedg,  another  Grecian  captain,  had  the  boldness 
to  fight  with  Venus,  and  wound  her ;  whereupon  the 
goddess,  in  a  rage,  ordered  her  son  Cupid  to  make 
this  hero  to  be  hated  by  all  women,  repeating  it  oAen 
diat  he  should  di€  a  maid;  from  whence,  by  a  small 
change  in  orthography,  he  was  called  Diomedt,  And 
it  is  to  be  obserrea,  thAt  the  term  maidm-htad  is  fre- 
quently, at  this  very  day,  applied  to  penons  of  either 
•ex. 

4ia*  wasy  in  fome^  tha  next  Grecian  general  to 
Achilles.  The  derivation  of  his  name  from  A  jaket, 
however  asserted  by  great  authors,  is,  in  my  opinion, 
very  unworthy  both  of  them  and  of  the  hero  hraaself. 
I  have  often  wondered  to  see  such  learned  men  mis- 
take in  so  clear  a  point  This  hem  is  known  to  have 
been  a  most  intemperate  liver,  as  it  is  usual  with  sol- 
diers ;  and,  althou^  he  wai  not  old,  yet,  by  conversing 
widi  camp-stroUers,  ha  had  got  pains  in  his  bones, 
which  he  pretended  to  his  frieiids  were  only  ogt-achuf 
but  tfaey  telling  the  story  about  the  army,  as  the  vul- 
gar  always  confimnd  right  pionunciation,  he  was  after- 
wards known  by  no  othar  name  than  49^^* 

The  next  I  shall  mention  is  Amdrmmadm^  die  Damons 
wiih  of  Hector.  Her  father  was  a  Scotch  gentleman, 
of  a  noble  fiwiily  still  subsisting  in  that  ancient  king- 
dom. But,  being  a  foreigner  in  Troy,  to  which  city 
he  led  some  of  his  countrymen  in  the  defcnoeof  Priam, 
as  Dictys  Cretensis  learnedly  observes,  Hector  fell  in 
love  with  bis  daughter,  and  the  Iktbcr's  name  was 
Andrwf  Mttckau,  llie  young  lady  was  called  by  the 
same  name,  only  a  litde  softened  to  the  Grecian  ac- 
cent. 

Awtyanax  was  the  eon  of  Hector  and  Andromache. 
When  Troy  vras  taken,  this  young  prince  had  his 
head  cut  off,  and  his  body  thrown  to  swine.  From 
this  fatal  accident  he  had  his  name,  which  has,  by  a 
peculiar  good  fortune,  been  preserved  entire,  A  Mty, 
an  ax. 

Mar*  may  be  mentioned  among  Ihese,  because  he 
fought  against  the  Greeks.  He  was  called  the  god 
of  war ;  and  is  described  as  a  swearing,  swaggering 
companion,  and  a  great  giver  of  rude  language.  For 
when  he  was  angry,  ha  would  cry,  "  Kiss  my  a — sr, 
JUjf  a— «f  in  a  bandbox,  Hfy  a-^m  all  over  ;*'  which 
he  repeated  so  commonly,  that  he  got  the  appellation 
of  Mf  a — ar ;  and  by  a  common  abbreviatioD,  Afan, 
from  whence,  by  Inving  out  die  mark  of  elision, 
^ort.  And  this  is  a  common  practice  among  ns  at 
present ;  as  in  the  words  D'anvera,  IXavtnpm'i,  D^anbyj 
which  are  now  Danvirt,  Davenport,  Danbff  and  many 
others. 

The  next  is  HerctUee,  otherwise  called  Aieidet.  Both 
these  names  are  English,  with  Kttle  alteration,  and 
describe  the  principal  qualities  of  that  hero,  who  was 
distinguished  for  being  a  slave  to  his  mistrcwes,  and 
at  the  same  time  for  his  great  strengtii  and  courage, 
Ompkale,  his  chief  mistress,  used  to  call  her  lovers  Aer 
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cuiUet }  and  because  this  bero  was  more  and  longer  sub* 
ject  to  her  than  any  other,  he  was  in  a  particular  manner 
called  the  chief  of  htr  cuUiet:  which,  by  an  easy 
change,  made  the  word  Hercule».  His  other  name, 
Alcidetf  was  given  him  on  account  of  his  prowess ;  for. 
in  fight,  he  used  to  strike  on  allndei;  and  was  allowed 
on  all  $ide9  to  be  the  chief  hero  of  his  age.  For  one  of 
which  reasons,  be  was  called  AU  ndet  or  Atadet ;  but 
I  am  inclined  to  faTOur  the  former  opinion. 

A  certain  Grecian  youth  was  a  great  imitator  of 
Socrates;  which  that  philosopher  observing,  with  much 
pleasure  said  to  his  friends,  ^  There  is  an  Ape  o'  mine 
own  datft.*^  After  which  the  young  man  was  called 
Epaminondoiy  and  proved  to  be  ^e  most  virtuous  penou, 
as  well  as  the  greatest  general,  oi  his  age. 

Ucalegon  was  a  very  obliging  inn-keeper  of  Troy. 
When  a  guest  was  going  to  take  liorse,  the  landlord 
took  leave  of  him  with  Ais  compliment,  "  Sir,  I  should 
be  glad  to  see  you  call  main.**  Strangers,  who  knew 
not  his  right  name,  caught  his  last  words :  and  thus, 
by  degrees,  that  appellation  prevailed,  and  he  was  known 
by  no  other  name  even  among  his  neighlwurs. 

Hydra  was  a  great  serpent,  which  Hercules  slew.  His 
usual  outward  garment  was  the  raw  hide  of  a  lion,  and 
this  he  had  on  when  he  attacked  the  serpent :  which, 
therefore,  took  its  name  from  the  skin ;  the  modesty  of 
that  hero  devolving  the  honour  of  his  victory  upon  tlie 
lion^s  skin,  call  that  enormous  snake  the  Hyderaw 
serpent. 

Leda  was  the  mother  of  Castor  and  Pollux ;  whom 
Jupiter  embracing  in  the  shape  of  a  swan,  she  laid  a 
couple  of  eggs;  and  was  therefore  called  Laid  a,  or 
Leda. 

As  to  Jupiter  himself,  it  is  well  known  that  the  statues 
and  pictures  of  this  hea^n  god,  in  Roman  Catholic 
countries,  resemble  those  of  Si.  Petery  and  are  oflen 
taken  the  one  for  tiie  other.  The  reason  is  manifest : 
for,  when  the  emperors  had  established  Christianity, 
the  heathens  were  afraid  of  acknowledging  their  heathen 
idols  of  the  chief  God,  and  pretended  it  was  only  a 
statue  of  the  Jew  Peter,  And  thus  the  principal  heathen 
god  came  to  be  called  by  the  ancient  Romans,  with 
very  little  alteration,  Jupiter. 

The  Hamadryadet  are  represented  by  mistaken  anti- 
quity  as  nymphs  of  the  groves.  But  the  true  account 
is  this :  they  were  women  of  Calabria,  who  dealt  in 
bacon ;  and  living  near  the  sea-side,  used  to  pickle  their 
bacon  in  salt-water,  and  then  set  it  up  to  dry  in  the  sun. 
From  whence  they  were  properly  called  Ham-a-dry- 
a-daye^  and  in  process  of  time  misspelt  Hamadryadet. 

Nephnu,  the  god  of  the  sea,  had  nis  name  from  the 
tmuM  sung  to  him  by  the  Tritom,  upon  their  shells, 
every  neap  or  nep  tide.  The  word  is  come  down  to  us 
almost  uncorrupted,  as  well  as  that  of  Tritons,  his 
servants ;  who,  m  order  to  please  their  master,  used  to 
try  all  tones  till  they  could  tut  upon  that  he  liked. 

Arittotle  was  a  peripatetic  philosopher,  who  used  to 
instruct  his  scholars  while  he  was  walking.  When  the 
lads  were  come,  he  would  arite  to  tell  them  what  he 
thought  proper ;  and  was  ther^ore  called  Ariee  to  tell. 
But  succeedug  ages,  who  understood  not  this  etymology, 
have,  by  an  absurd  change,  made  it  Aristotle. 

Arittopkanet  was  a  Greek  comedian,  full  of  levitv, 
and  gave  liimself  too  much  freedom;  which  maue 
graver  people  not  scruple  to  say,  that  he  had  a  great 
deal  of  airy  stuff  in  /us  writings :  and  these  words,  often 
repeated,  made  succeeding  ages  discriminate  him  Aris- 
tophanes^    Vide  Rosin,  Antiq.  1.  iv. 

Alexander  the  Great  was  very  fond  of  eggs  roasted  in 
hot  ashes.  As  soon  as  his  cooks  heard  he  was  come 
home  ta  dinner  or  supper,  they  called  aloud  to  their 
under-officers,  AU  eggs  under  the  grate}  which,  re- 
peated every  day  at  noon  and  evening,  made  strangers 
tliink  it  was  tiuit  prince's  real  name,  and  therefore  gave 


him  no  other ;  and  posterity  has  been  ever  rince  unda 
the  same  delusion. 

Pygmalion  was  &  person  of  very  low  statoie,  but 
great  valour ;  which  made  his  townsmen  call  him  Pigmf 
lion :  and  so  it  should  be  spelt,  although  the  word  bai 
suflfered  less  by  transcribers  than  many  otben. 

Art^imodes  was  a  most  famous  matbematicisn.  Hii 
studies  required  much  silence  and  quiet ;  bot  his  wife 
having  several  m^ds,  they  were  always  diitorbingbim 
with  Uieir  tattle  or  their  business ;  which  forced  hiinto 
come  out  every  now  and  then  to  the  stair4icad,  inl 
cry,  "  Harkf  ye  maids;  if  you  will  not  be  quiet,  I 
shall  turn  you  out  of  doors.^*  He  repeated  tiM« 
woids.  Hark,  ye  maids,  so  often,  that  the  unlucky  jado, 
when  they  found  he  was  at  his  study,  would  nf, 
"  There  is  Hark,  ye  maids;  let  us  speak  softly."  Thus 
the  name  went  through  the  neighbourhood ;  andatliut 
grew  so  general,  that  we  are  ignorant  cf  that  gieit 
man's  true  name  to  this  day. 

Strabo  was  a  famous  geographer;  and,  to  imprort 
his  knowledge,  travelled  over  several  countries,  ss  tW 
writers  of  his  life  inform  us ;  who  likewise  add,  that  be 
affected  great  nicety  and  finery  in  hisclothn;  from 
whence  people  took  occasion  to  call  bun  the  Struf 
beau;  which  future  ages  have  pinned  down  nprabim 
very  much  to  his  dishonour. 

Peloponnesus,  that  famous  Greek  peninsula,  got  iu 
name  from  a  Greek  colony  in  Asia  tne  Less ;  voanj  of 
whom  going  for  traffic  thither,  and  Bnding  that  the  iii- 
habitants  had  but  one  well  in  the  town  of  *  *  *  *^ 
from  whence  certain  porters  used  to  carry  the  watir 
through  the  city  in  great  pails,  so  heavy  that  they  were 
often  forced  to  set  them  down  for  ease  :  the  tired  porter*, 
after  they  had  set  down  the  pails,  and  wanted  to  take 
them  up  again,  would  call  for  assistance  to  thoie  wbo 
were  nearest,  in  these  words.  Pail  up,  and  ease  an.  Tbe 
stranger  Greeks,  hearing  these  words  repeated  a  thousaod 
times  as  they  passed  the  street,  thought  the  iahabit* 
auts  were  pronouncing  tlie  name  of  their  country, 
which  made  the  foreign  Greeks  call  it  PekponMsm,  a 
manifest  corruption  of  Pail  up,  and  ease  us. 

Having  mentioned  so  many  Grecians  to  prove  hit 
hypothesis,  I  shall  not  tire  tlie  reader  widi  produc'u^ 
an  equal  number  of  Romans,  as  I  might  eajilj«l«)> 
Some  few  will  be  sufficient. 

Cetsar  was  the  greatest  captain  of  that  empire.  Tbe 
word  ought  to  be  spelt  Seizer,  because  be  seized  on  vtA 
only  most  of  the  known  world,  but  even  the  lib^e^i^ 
his  own  country :  so  that  a  more  proper  appellatiio 
could  not  have  been  given  him. 

Cicero  was  a  poor  scholar  in  the  university  of  Atbens« 
wherewith  his  enemies  in  Rome  used  to  reproach  him; 
and,  as  he  passed  the  streets,  would  call  out,  0  O*^. 
Cas^r  0!  A  word  still  used  in  Cambridge,  awl 
answers  to  a  servitor  in  Oxford. 

Anihal  was  a  sworn  enemy  to  the  Romans,  aM 
gained  many  glorious  victories  over  them.  This  name 
appears,  at  first  repeating,  to  be  a  metaphor  drawn  fivm 
tennis,  expressing  a  skilful  gamester,  who  can  takcaxy 
ball;  and  is  very  justly  applied  to  so  renowned  a  com- 
mander. Navigators  are  led  into  a  strange  mistake 
upon  this  article.  We  have  usually  in  our  fleet  at«tf 
large  man-of-war,  called  the  Anibal  with  gieat  ]*v- 
priety,  because  it  is  so  strong  that  it  may  defy  omf  hnB 
from  a  cannon.  And  such  is  the  deplorable  ignnsnee 
of  our  seamen,  that  tliey  miscall  it  tiie  Uoney'bsO. 

Cartago  was  the  most  famous  trading  city  in  thf 
world ;  where,  in  every  street,  there  was  many  a  fart  « 
going,  probably  laden  with  merchant  goods.  ^ 
Alexander  ab  Alexandro,  and  Suidas  upon  the  vri^l 
Cartago, 

The  word  Roman  itself  is  perfectly  Englifh,  like 
otlier  words  ending  in  man  or  men,  as  kas^wutiit  dre$ 
man,  huntsman,  and  several  others.     It  was  formelj 
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fpelt  RdftomaH,  which  is  the  same  with  Waterman^  And 
therefure  when  we  read  o^  jettu  (or,  as  it  is  cornipUy 
^t,  $aia)  RomanorutHy  it  is  to  be  understoo<l  of  the 
nmgh  mantier  of  jetting  used  by  the  watermen  ;  who, 
upon  the  sides  of  rivers,  would  row  man  o'r  um.  This 
I  think  ii  clear  enough  to  convince  the  most  incre- 
dulous. 

Mimnthroptu  was  tlie  name  of  an  ill-tiatured  man, 
which  be  obtained  by  a  custom  of  catching  a  great 
number  of  mtor,  then  shutting  them  up  in  a  room,  and 
throwing  a  cat  among  them.  Upon  wnich  his  fellow* 
citlaens  called  him  iHic€  and  throw  pttu.  The  reader 
obserres  how  much  the  orthography  has  been  changed, 
without  altering  the  sound :  but  such  depravations  we 
owe  to  the  injury  of  time,  and  gross  ignorance  of  tran- 
ichben. 

Among  the  ancients,  fortune^telling  by  the  stars  was 
a  very  b^garly  trade,  llie  professors  lay  upon  straw, 
aud  their  cabiua  were  covered  with  the  same  materials : 
whence  every  one  who  foU()we<^that  mystery  was  called 
yi  itnm  lodger^  or  a  lodger  in  straw ;  but,  in  the  new- 
faiif  led  way  of  spelling,  Astrologer, 

It  is  mnarkable,  that  the  very  word  dif^hong  is 
wholly  English.  In  former  times,  schoolboys  were 
chssiued  with  tbongs  fastened  at  the  head  of  a  stick, 
it  Wis  observed  that  young  lads  were  much  puzzled 
with  spelling  and  pronomicing  words  where  two 
Yowels  came  together,  and  were  often  corrected  for  their 
mistakes  in  that  point.  Upon  these  occasions  the 
ittsster  would  dip  his  thongt  (as  we  now  do  rods)  in  p— , 
which  made  that  difficult  union  of  vowels  to  be  called 
Jiftkong, 

Bueepkaba,  the  famous  horse  of  Alexander,  was  so 
called  because  there  were  many  grooms  employed 
about  him,  which  feUowt  were  always  6ff«y  in  their 
uiBce;  and  because  the  horse  had  so  many  busg/ellowt 
shout  him,  it  was  natural  for  tiiose  who  went  to  the 
tfal^e  to  say,  "  I^et  us  go  to  the  buagfetiowt ;"  by  which 
tbey  meant  to  see  that  prince's  horse.  And  in  process 
yf  time  these  words  were  absurdly  applied  to  the  animal 
itself,  which  was  thenceforth  styled  Butg  felhw,  and 
very  imnroperly  Buotphaba, 

\  thaU  now  bring  a  few  proofs  of  the  same  kind,  to 
convince  my  readers  that  our  English  was  well  known 
to  the  Jews. 

Moses,  the  great  leader  of  those  people  out  of  Egypt, 
was  in  propriety  of  speech  called  wioic  seas,  because  tie 
MMnrrf  the  tea§  down  in  the  middle,  to  make  a  path  for 
the  Israelites. 

Abraham  was  a  person  of  strong  bones  and  sinews, 
and  a  firm  walker,  which  made  the  people  say,  "  He 
was  a  man  (in  the  Scotch  phrase,  which  comes  nearest 
tu  the  old  &xon)  of  a  bra  ham  ;"  that  ij,  of  a  brave 
■t'ciig  ham,  from  whence  he  acquired  his  name. 

The  man  whom  the  Jews  called  Balaam  was  a  shep- 
bfid;  who,  by  often  crying  ba  to  his  Iambi ,  was 
titerdoR  called  Baalamb,  or  Balam. 

Imae  is  nothing  else  but  Eyet  ake  ;  because  the  Tal- 
nindists  report  that  he  had  a  pain  in  his  eyes. — Vide 
^M  GoMon  and  the  Targum  on  Genesit* 

Thus  I  have  manifestly  proved,  that  the  Greeks,  the 
Kumaiis,  aud  the  Jews,  spoKe  tlie  language  we  now  do 
111  England ;  which  is  an  honour  to  our  country  that 
I  tbou^ht  proper  to  set  in  a  true  light,  and  yet  has  not 
l*cn  done,  as  I  have  heard,  by  any  other  writer. 

And  thus  I  have  ventured  (perhaps  too  temera- 
nously)  to  contribute  my  mite  to  the  leanied  world, 
from  whose  candour  I  may  hope  to  receive  some  ap- 
probation. It  may  probably  give  me  encouragement 
tu  pvooced  on  some  other  speculations,  if  possible,  of 
S'ttter  importance  than  what  I  now  otfer ;  and  which 
We  been  the  labour  of  many  years,  as  well  as  of  con- 
itaot  watchings,  that  I  might  be  useful  to  mankind, 
and  paiticolarly  to  mine  own  country. 


THE  WONDERFUL  WONDER  OF 

WONDERS. 

There  is  a  certain  person  lately  arrived  at  this  city,  of 
whom  it  is  very  proper  the  world  should  be  infonned. 
His  character  may  perhaps  be  thought  very  inconsistent, 
improbable,  and  unnatural;  however,  I  intend  to  draw 
it  with  the  utmost  regard  to  truth.  This  I  am  the 
better  qualified  to  do  because  he  is  a  sort  of  depend- 
ant upon  onr  family,  and  almost  of  the  same  age  * 
though  I  cannot  directly  say  I  have  ever  seen  him. 
He  is  a  native  of  this  country,  and  has  lived  long 
among  us;  but,  what  appears  wonderful,  and  hardly 
credible,  was  never  seen  oefore  by  any  mortal. 

It  is  true,  indeed,  he  always  chooses  the  lowest  place 
in  company ;  ami  contrives  it  so,  to  keep  out  of  sight. 
It  is  reported,  however,  that  in  his  vounger  days  he 
was  frequently  exposed  to  view,  but  always  against  his 
will,  and  was  sure  to  smart  for  it. 

As  to  his  family,  he  came  into  the  world  a  younger 
brother,  being  of  six  children  the  fourth  in  order  of 
birth ;  of  which  the  eldest  is  now  head  of  the  house ; 
die  second  and  third  carry  arms,  but  the  two  voungest 
are  only  footmen :  some  indeed  add,  that  he  has  like- 
wise a  twin-brother,  who  lives  over*against  him,  and 
keeps  a  victualling-house ;  be  has  the  reputation  to  be 
a  close,  griping,  squeezing  fellow ;  and  tnat  when  his 
bags  are  fbfl,  he  is  often  needy ;  yet,  when  the  fit  takes 
him,  as  fast  as  he  gets  he  lets  it  fly. 

^  When  in  office,  no  one  discharges  himself,  or  does 
his  business  better.  He  has  sometimes  strained  hard  for 
an  honest  liyelihood,  and  never  got  a  bit  till  everybody 
else  had  done. 

One  practice  appears  very  blameable  in  him :  that 
every  morning  he  privately  frequents  unclean  houses^ 
where  any  modest  person  would  blush  to  be  seen.  And 
altliough  this  be  generally  known,  yet  the  world,  aa 
censorious  as  it  is,  has  been  so  kind  as  to  overlook  this 
infirmity  in  him.  To  deal  impartially,  it  most  be 
granted  that  he  is  too  great  a  lover  of  himself,  and 
very  often  consults  his  own  ease  at  die  expense  of  his 
best  fHends ;  but  this  is  one  of  his  blind  sides ;  and 
the  best  of  men  I  feu  are  not  without  them. 

He  has  been  constituted  by  the  higher  powers  in  the 
station  of  receiver-general,  in  which  employment  some 
have  censored  him  for  playing  fast  and  loose.  He  is 
likewise  overseer  of  the  golden  mines,  which  he  daily 
inspects  when  his  health  will  permit  him. 

He  was  long  bred  under  a  master  of  arts,  who  in- 
stilled  good  principles  into  him,  but  these  were  soon 
corrupted.  I  know  not  whether  this  deserves  mention, 
that  he  is  so  very  capricious  as  to  take  it  fur  an  equal 
aflront  to  talk  eitlier  of  kissing  «r  kicking  him,  which 
has  occasioned,  a  thousand  quarrels ;  however,  nobody 
was  ever  so  great  a  sufferer  for  faults,  which  he  neither 
was,  nor  possibly  could  be,  guilty  of. 

In  his  religion  he  has  thus  much  of  the  Quaker,  that 
he  stands  always  covered,  even  in  the  presence  of  the 
king ;  in  most  other  points  a  perfect  idolater,  although 
he  endeavours  to  conceal  it ;  for  he  is  known  to  ofl'er 
daily  sacrifices  to  certain  subterraneous  nymphs,  whom 
he  worships  in  an  humble  posture^  prone  on  his  face,  aud 
stripped  stark  naked;  and  so  leaves  his  offerings  behind 
him,  which  the  priests  of  those  goddesses  are  careful 
enough  to  remove,  upon  certain  seasons,  with  the 
utmost  privacy,  at  midnight,  and  from  thence  maintain 
themselves  and  families.  In  all  urgent  neoeaiiiies  and 
pressures,  he  applies  himself  to  these  deities,  and  some- 
times even  in  uie  streets  and  highways,  from  an  opinion 
that  those  powers  have  an  influence  in  all  places, 
although  their  peculiar  residence  be  in  caverns  under 
ground.  Upon  these  occasions,  the  fairest  ladies  will 
not  refuse  to  lend  dieir  hands  to  assist  him;  for, 
although  they  are  ashamed  to  have  him  seen  in  their 
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company,  or  even  bo  much  as  to  hear  him  uamed,  yet 
it  is  well  known  that  he  is  one  of  their  constant 
fullowers. 

In  politics,  he  always  submits  to  what  is  uppermost ; 
but  he  peruses  pamphlets  on  both  sides  with  great  im- 
partiality, though  seldom  till  everybody  else  has  done 
with  them. 

His  learning  is  of  a  mixed  kind,  and  he  may  pro- 
perly be  called  a  heliuo  librontm,  or  another  Jacobus  de 
Voragine;  though  his  studies  are  chiefly  confined  to 
schoolmen,  commentators,  and  German  divines,  together 
with  modem  poetry  and  critics ;  and  he  is  an  atomic 
pliilosopher,  strongly  maintaining  a  void  in  nature, 
which  he  seems  to  have  fiiirly  proved  by  many  experi- 
ments. 

I  shall  now  proceed  to  describe  some  peculiar 
qualities,  which,  in  several  instances,  seem  to  dis- 
tinguish this  person  from  the  common  race  of  other 
mortals. 

His  grandfather  was  a  member  of  the  rump  parlia- 
ment, as  the  grandson  is  of  the  present,  where  he  often 
rises,  sometimes  grumbles,  but  never  speaks.  How- 
ever, he  lets  nothing  pass  willingly  but  what  is  well 
digested.  His  courage  is  indisputable,  for  he  will  take 
the  boldest  man  alive  by  the  nose. 

He  is  generally  the  first  a-bed  in  the  family,  and  the 
last  up;  which  is  to  be  lamented,  because  when  he 
happens  to  rise  before  the  rest,  it  has  been  thought,  to 
forebode  some  good  fortune  to  his  superiors. 

As  wisdom  is  acquired  by  age,  so,  by  every  new 
wrinkle  in  his  face,  he  is  reported  to  gain  some  new 
knowledge. 

In  him  we  may  observe  the  true  effects  and  con- 
sequences of  tyranny  in  a  state ;  for,  as  he  is  a  great 
oppressor  of  adl  below  him,  so  there  is  nobody  more 
oppressed  by  those  above  him ;  yet,  in  his  time,  he 
has  been  so  highly  in  favour,  that  many  illustrious 
persons  have  b^  entirely  indebted  to  him  for  their 
preferments. 

He  has  discovered,  from  his  own  experience,  the  true 
point  wherein  all  human  actions,  projects,  and  dengns 
do  chiefly  terminate ;  and  how  mean  and  sordid  they 
are  at  the  bottom. 

It  behoves  the  public  to  keep  him  quiet ;  for  his 
frequent  murmurs  are  a  certain  sign  of  intestine 
tumults. 

No  philosopher  ever  lamented  more  the  luxury  for 
which  these  nations  are  so  justly  taxed ;  it  has  been 
known  to  cost  him  tears  of  blood ;  for  in  his  own  nature 
he  is  far  irom  being  profuse :  though  indeed  he  never 
stays  a  night  at  a  gentleman's  house  without  leaving 
something  behind  him. 

He  receives  with  great  submission  whatever  his 
patroM  think  fit  to  give  him;  and  when  they  lay 
heavy  burdens  upon  him,  which  is  frequently  enough, 
he  gets  rid  of  them  as  soon  as  he  can ;  but  not  without 
some  labour,  and  much  grumbling. 

He  is  a  perpetual  hanger  on ;  yet  nobody  knows  how 
to  be  without  him.  He  patiently  suffers  hinoself  to  be 
kept  under,  but  loves  to  be  well  used,  and  in  that  case 
will  sacrifice  his  vitals  to  give  you  ease ;  and  he  has 
hardly  one  acquaintanoe  for  whom  he  has  not  been 
bound ;  yet,  as  far  as  we  can  find,  was  never  known 
to  lose  anything  by  it 

He  is  observed  to  be  very  unquiet  in  the  company 
of  a  Frenchman  in  new  clothes,  or  a  young  coquette. 

He'  is,  in  short,  the  subject  of  much  mirth  and 
raillery,  which  he  seems  to  take  well  enough ;  though 
it  has  not  been  observed  that  ever  any  good  thing  came 
from  himself. 

There  is  so  general  an  opinion  of  his  iustice,  that 
sometimes  very  hard  cases  are  left  to  his  decision; 
and  while  he  sits  upon  them,  he  carries  himself  exactly 
even  between  both  sides,  except  wb^re  some  knotty 


point  arises ;  and  then  he  is  observed  to  lesn  a  litde  to 
the  right  or  left,  as  the  matter  inclines  him ;  bat  hii 
reasons  for  it  are  so  manifest  and  convinciDg,  that  erery 
man  approves  them. 


POSTSCRIPT. 

Gkntlb  rbadeb,^— Though  I  am  not  insensible  hov 
many  thousand  persons  have  been,  and  still  are,  with 
great  dexterity  handling  this  subject,  and  no  lets  svbk 
of  what  infinite  reams  of  paper  have  been  laid  out 
upon  it ;  however,  in  my  opinion,  no  man  living  bii 
touched   it  with  greater  nicety,   and  more  delieite 
turns,  than  our  author.     But,  because  there  is  Kme 
intended  obscurity  in  this  relation,  and  curiosity,  in- 
quisitive of  secrets,  may  possibly  not  enter  into  the 
bottom  and  depth  of  the  subject,  it  was  thought  Dot 
improper  to  take  off  the  veil,  and  gain  the  reader'i 
favour  by  enlarging  his  insight.     Abs  enim  mn  hahtt 
inimioHm,  nin  ignorantem.     It  is  well  known  that  it 
has  been  the  policy  of  all  times  to  deliver  dowD  irn* 
portant  subjects  bv  emblem  and  riddle,  and  not  to 
suffer  the  knowleage  of  truth  to  be  derived  to  in  io 
plain  and  simple  terms,  which  are  generally  ss  mmd 
forgotten  as  conceived.    For  this  reason,  the  bcstfaen 
religion  is  mostly  couched  under  mythology.    F«ti>e 
like  reason  (this  being  a  fundamental  fai  its  kind) 
the  author  has  thought  fit  to  wrap  up  his  treasure  m 
clean  linen,  which  it  is  our  business  to  lay  open,  tnd 
set  in  a  due  light ;  for  I  have  observed,  upon  any 
accidental  discovery,  the  least  glimpse  has  girni  a 
great  diversion  to  the  eager  ^)ectator,  as  many  Isdia 
could  testify,  were  it  proper,  or  the  case  would  admit 
The  politest  companies  have  vouchsaM  to  smile  at 
the  bare  name ;  and  some  people  of  fashion  have  bwo 
so  little  scrupulous  of  bringing  it  into  play,  that  it  vsi 
the  usual  saying  of  &  knight  and  a  man  of  good  breed* 
ing,  that  whenever  he  rose,  his  a>se  rose  with  him. 

THE    WONDER    OF    ALL    THE    WONDERS 
THAT    EVER    THE    WORLD    WONDERED 

AT. 

FOR  ALL  PERSOirS  OF  QUALITY  AITD  OTBIRS. 


Newly  arrived  at  this  city  of  Dublin,  the  fsmoia 
artist  John  Emanuel  Schoitz,  who,  to  the  great  snrfrite 
and  satisfaction  of  all  spectators,  is  ready  to  do  the 
following  wonderful  performances;  the  like  befort 
never  seen  in  this  kingaom. 

He  will  heat  a  bar  of  iron  red  hot,  and  tbrait  it 
into  a  barrel  of  gunpowder  before  all  the  company, 
and  yet  it  shall  nut  take  fire. 

He  lets  any  gentleman  charge  a  blunderbusi  with 
the  same  gunpowder,  and  twelve  leaden  buUets,  which 
blunderbuss  the  said  artist  discharges  full  in  the  fsee 
of  the  said  company,  without  the  least  hurt,  the  bullett 
sticking  in  the  wall  behind  them. 

He  takes  any  geiitleman*s  own  sword,  and  runs  it 
through  the  said  geiitleniaii*s  body  so  that  the  pniot 
appears  bloody  at  the  back  to  all  the  spectators :  tiicn 
he  takes  out  the  sword,  wipes  it  clean  and  retumi  it  to 
the  owner,  who  receives  no  manner  of  hurt. 

He  takes  a  pot  of  scalding  oil  and  tfirows  it  by  grat 
ladlesful  dirf!ctly  at  the  ladies,  without  spoiling  tbcir 
clothes  or  burning  their  skins. 

He  takes  any  person  of  quality's  child,  fhrai  two 
years  old  to  six,  and  lets  the  child*8  own  ikfiicr  or 
mother  take  a  pike  in  their  hands  :  then  the  artist  takei 
the  child  in  *his  arms,  and  tosses  it  upon  the  point  of 
the  pike,  where  it  sticks,  to  the  great  satisfaction  of  sll 
spectators ;  and  is  then  taken  off  without  so  much  sis 
hole  in  his  coat. 


WONDER  OF  ALL  THE  WONDERS. 
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H«  moonti  upon  a  scaffold  just  over  the  spectator!, 
lud  from  tbence  throws  down  a  great  quantity  of 
large  tiles  and  stones,  which  fell  like  so  many  pillows, 
without  so  much  as  discomposing  either  perukes  or 
bead-dresses. 

He  takes  any  penon  of  quality  up  to  the  said  scaf- 
fold, which  person  pulls  on  his  shoes,  and  leaps  nine 
f«ct  directly  down  on  a  board  prepared  on  purpose, 
full  of  sharp  spikes  six  inches  long,  without  hurting 
hit  feet  or  diamaging  his  stockings. 

He  places  the  said  board  on  a  chair,  upon  which  a 
lady  fits  down  with  another  lady  in  her  lap,  while  the 
ipikei,  instead  of  entering  into  the  under  lady's  flesh, 
will  feel  like  a  velvet  cu&on. 

He  takes  any  person  of  quality's  footman,  ties  a 
rope  about  his  bore  neck,  and  draws  him  up  by  pul- 
leys to  die  ceiling,  and  there  keeps  him  hanging  as 
I  >ng  as  his  master  or  the  company  pleases,  the  said 
footman,  to  the  wonder  and  delight  of  all  beholders, 
baring  a  pot  of  ale  in  one  hand  and  a  pipe  in  the 
otiwr  and  when  he  is  let  down,  there  will  not  appear 
tbe  le&it  mark  of  the  cord  about  his  neck. 

He  bids  a  ]ady*s  maid  put  her  finger  into  a  cup  of 
clear  liouor  like  water,  upon  which  her  face  and  both 
ber  hands  are  immediately  withered  like  an  old  woman 
of  ibttncore ;  her  belly  swells  as  if  she  were  within  a 
veek  of  her  time,  and  her  legs  are  as  thick  as  mill- 
I>o«i;  but  upon  putting  her  finger  into  another  cup, 
•be  becomes  as  young  and  handsome  as  she  was  before. 

He  gives  any  gentleman  leave  to  drive  forty  twelve- 
peony  nails  up  to  the  head  in  a  porter's  bacloide,  and 
tlien  pbcet  the  said  porter  in  a  loadstone  chair,  which 
^"9%  oat  every  nail,  and  the  porter  feeb  no  pain. 

He  likewise  draws  the  teeth  of  half  a  dozen  gentle- 
men, mixes  and  jumbles  them  in  a  hat,  gives  any 
pcnoD  leave  to  blindfold  him,  and  returns  each  their 
own,  sod  fixes  them  as  well  as  ever. 

With  his  forefinger  and  thumb,  he  thrusts  several 
xntlemen's  and  ladies'  eyes  out  of  their  heads  without 
th«  least  pain,  at  which  time  they  see  an  unspeakable 
number  of  beautiful  colours ;  and  after  they  are  en- 
ttrtained  to  the  full,  he  places  tliem  again  ui  their  pro- 
vn  lockets,  without  any  damage  to  the  sight 

He  lets  any  gentleman  drink  a  quart  of  hot  melted 
lead,  and  by  a  draught  of  prepared  liquor,  of  which  he 
^npart  himself,  he  makes  me  said  lead  pass  through 
'ii«  <aid  gentleman,  before  all  the  spectators  without  any 
■iamage,  after  which  it  is  produced  in  a  cake  to  the 
rumpaoy : 

With  many  other  wonderful  performances  of  art 
I'M  tedious  here  to  mention. 

Tbe  said  artist  has  performed  before  most  kings  and 
FTOwes  in  Kurope  with  great  applause. 

He  performs  every  day  (except  Sundays)  from  ten 
^f  the  clock  to  one  in  the  forenoon :  and  from  four 
till  wren  in  the  evening,  at  the  New  Inn  in  Smithfield. 

The  first  seat  a  British  crown,  the  second  a  British 
balf-oown,  and  the  lowest  a  British  shilling. 

N.B.  The  best  hands  in  town  are  to  play  at  the  said 


A  LETTER, 

<inriN0  AN  AOSOUNTOF  APRSTILENT  NEiailBOVR. 


^'V-Yottmust  give  me  leave  to  complain  of  apettilent 
^Ilow  in  my  neighbourhood,  who  is  always  beating 
^^»;  yet  I  cannot  find  he  ever  builds.  In  talking 
^  usedi  such  hard  words,  that  I  want  a  druggerman 
(•>  interpret  them.  But  all  is  not  gold  that  glisters. 
•^Vt  kt  earriet  to  most  houses  where  he  visits.  He 
^^^^  his  prcntioe  his  ^o/fey-slave.  I  wish  our  lane 
*en>  pterged  of  ham.  Yet  he  pretends  to  be  a  cordial 
■nan.    Sf  cry  apnttg  his  shop  is  crowded  with  country- 


folks ;  who  by  their  leaveiy  in  iny  opinion,  help  him 
to  do  a  great  deal  of  mischief.  He  is  full  of  tcntpln  / 
and  so  very  litigious,  that  he  ^le§  hilU  against  all  his 
acquaintances ;  and  though  he  be  much  troubled  with 
the  Bonplet,  yet  I  assure  you  he  is  a  jenaticai  dog  ;  as 
you  may  know  by  bis  bark.  Of  all  poetry  he  loves 
the  dram-a-tidt  best.  I  am,  &c. 
■^ —     ..--.-■« 

A    LETTER    TO    THE    EAilL    OF 
PEMBROKE. 


1709,  at  a  ooi^eekare. 
My  LoiDy— It  is  now  a  good  while  since  I  resolved  to 
take  some  occasions  of  congratulating  with  your  lord- 
ship^ and  condoling  with  the  public*  upon  yomr  lord- 
ship's leaving  the  Admiralty ;  and  I  thought  I  could 
never  choose  a  better  time  than  when  I  am  in  the 
country  with  my  lord  bishop  of  Clogher  and  his 
l>rother  the  doctor;  for  we  pretend  to  a  trtMamnrait 
of  as  humble  servants  and  true  admirers  of  your  lord* 
ship  as  any  you  have  in  both  islands.  You  may 
call  them  a  trutmvirate  g  for,  if  you  please  to  /fy*i0ii, 
they  will  vie  with  the  best,  and  are  of  the  first  rale, 
though  they  are  not  men  cf  war,  but  men  of  the 
church.  To  say  tbe  truth  it  was  a  pity  your  lordship 
should  be  confined  to  the  Fleet,  when  yoa  an  not 
in  debt.  Though  your  lordship  u  cati  awag,  you  are 
not  tunk;  nor  ever  will  be,  smce  nothing  is  out  of 
your  lordiship's  depth.  Dr.  Ashe  says,  it  is  but  justice 
that  your  lordship,  who  is  a  man  of  lettere,  should  be 
placed  upon  the  poet'Office  ;  and  my  lord  bishop  adds, 
that  he  hopes  to  see  your  lordship  tossed  from  that 
pott  to  be  a  piUar  of  state  again ;  which  he  desired  I 
would  put  in  by  way  of  poettcript,  I  am,  my  lord,  &e. 


A    LETTER    TO    THE    EARL    OF 

PEMBROKE. 

Pretended  to  be  the  dying  speech  of  Tom  Ashe,  whoso  brother 
tlio  reverend  Dillon  Ashe,  was  named  Dilly.* 

"  Given  to  Dr.  Mooaey  by  air  Andrew  Fountain*,  and  com* 
monieated  to  Dr.  Deane  Hwift  by  that  ingeniooa,  learned,  and 
very  obliging  gentleman." 


Tom  Ashe  died  last  night  It  is  conceived  he  was  so 
pufled  up  by  my  lord«lieutenant*s ybooMr,  that  it  struck 
nim  into  a/e««r.  I  here  send  you  his  dpng  speech,  as 
it  was  exactly  taken  by  a  friend  in  short-hand.  It  is 
something  long,  and  a  little  incoherent ;  but  he  was 
several  hours  in  delivering  it,  and  with  several  inter- 
vals. His  friends  were  about  the  bed,  and  he  spoke  to 
them  tiius : — 

•  Thomas  Aahe,  e«q.,  descended  fVom  an  ancient  family  at 
that  name  in  Wiltshire,  was  a  gentleman  of  fortune  in  Ireland. 
He  was  a  facetious,  pleasant  companion,  bnt  the  most  etemalp 
anwearled  punster  that  ever  lived.  He  waa  (hick  and  ahort 
in  hia  peraon,  being  not  alwve  Ave  foet  high  at  the  moat* 
and  had  somethins  very  droll  in  his  appearance.  He  died 
about  the  year  1719,  and  left  hb  whole  esttte,  of  atwat  lOOOiL 
a-year,  to  nia  intimate  friend  and  Icinaman.  Riduud  Aahe  of 
Aahfleld,  eaq.  There  is  a  whimaical  atory.  and  a  very  true  one, 
of  Tom  Ashe,  which  is  well  remembered  to  this  day.  It  hap* 
pened  that,  while  he  was  travelling  on  horaeback*  and  at  a  con- 
siderable distance  ttom  any  town,  there  burst  ftom  the  clouds 
such  a  torrent  of  rain  os  wetted  him  through.  He  galloped 
forward ;  and  as  soon  as  ho  came  to  an  inn.  he  waa  sMt  in- 
stantly by  a  drawer :  "  Here."  said  he  to  the  fellow,  strvtching 
out  one  of  his  arms,  "  take  off  my  coat  immediately '" — "  So, 
sir,  I  won't/*  said  the  drawer.  "  Pbx  confound  you,'*  said 
Ashe^  "  take  off  my  ooat  this  Instant!"^"  No.  sir,**  i«plied  the 
drawer, "  I  dare  not  take  off  your  coat,  for  It  Is  felony,  to  strip  an 
Asm  .' '  Tom  was  delighted  beyond  measure.  ft«(|uently  told  the 
story,  and  said  he  would  hare  given  fifty  guineas  to  liave  been 
the  author  of  that  pun.  This  little  tract  of  I>r.  Swift's,  entitled 
"  The  Dying  Worda  of  Tbm  Aahe,"  waa  written  aeveral  years 
before  the  decease  of  Tom,  and  was  merely  de^gnaii  to  exhibit 
the  manner  in  which  such  an  eternal  punster  might  have  ex- 
pressed  himself  on  his  death-bed. 
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DYING  SPEECH  OP  TOM  ASHE. 


My  Friends, — It  ii  timt  for  a  man  to  look  ffrave, 
when  he  has  one  foot  there.     I  once  had  only  a  punnic 
fear  of  death  j  but  of  kte  I  have  pundeied  it  more 
•enougly.     Every  fit  of  cojing  hath  put  me  in  mind  of 
my  coffin ;   though  diuolute  men  seldomest  think  of 
iiittolutum,     Tlu8  is  a  very  great  alteration:  I,  that 
supported  myself  with  good  vine,  must  now  be  myself 
supported   by  a  tmaU-bUr.      A    fortune-teller   once 
looked  on  my  hand,  and  said,  this  man  is  to  be  a  great 
traveller;  he  will  soon  be  at  the  dUi  of  Worm;  and 
fromi  thence  go  to  Baiiibone.     But  now  I  understand 
his  double  meaning.     I  desire  to  be  privately  buried, 
for  I  think  a  public  funeral  looks  like  Bmy-Llt ;  and 
the  ritet  of  the  dead  too  often   prove  wrong  to  the 
livmg.     Metbinks  the  word  itself  best  expresses  the 
number,  neither /no  nor  aU.     A  dying  man  should 
not  think  of  ob$equiet,  but  06  j»  quiet.     Little  did  I 
think  you  would  so  soon  see  poor  Tom  aiown  under  a 
iomb^one.     But  as  the  moU  crumbles  the  moU  about 
her,  so  a  man  of  small  mold^  before  I  am  old,  may 
moUtr  away.     Sometime  I've  ravd  that  I  should  re- 
vive; but  physicians  tell  me,  that  when  once  the  great 
arfery  has  drawn  the  heart  awry,  we  shall  find  the  cor 
tit  all,  m  spite  of  all  tlie  highest  con/10/.— Brother,  you 
are  fond  of  Z>a^ys  elixir;  but  when  death  comes,  the 
world  will  see  that,  in  spite  of  Daffy,  down  Dilfy  • 
Wliataver  doctors  may  design  by  their  medicines,  a  msii 
111  a  dropsy  drops  he  not,  in  spile  of  Goddard's  dhms 
though  none  are  reckoned  such  high  drops  f^l  find 
death  smells  the  blood  of  an  Englishman ;  a  fee  faintly 
yionbled  out  will  be  a  weak  defence  against  his/««./a- 
ftm,     P  rare  no  letters  in  death's  alphabet;  be  has 
not  half  a  bit  of  either:  he  moves  his  sithe,  but  will 
not  be  moved  by  all  our  s^hs.    Everything  ought  to 
put  us  m  mind  of  death :  physicians  affirm  th^  our 
very  food  breeds  it  in  us;  so  that,  in  our  dieting,  we 
may   be   said   to   die    eating.      There    is    somethinir 
ominous,  not  only  in  the  names  of  diseases    as  A- 
arrhosa,  £i|-.abetes,  A"-sentery,  but  even   in  the  drun 
designed  to  preserve  our  lives;    as  lii'-accodium,  £• 
apente,  A-ascordium.     I  perceive  Dr.  Howard  ("and 
I  fetjl  how  hard)  lay  thumb  on  my  pulse,  then  pulls  it 
back,  as  if  he  saw  l^hum  in  my  face.     I  see  as  bad  in 
his ;  for  sure  Uiere  is  no  pl^ysic  like  a  sick  phiz.    He 
tliinkslshall  decease  before  the  day  cease  ;  but  before 

]  t^'l^'^vJK^^  ^.  '^^'''  «»^  '^  7W&«an  is 
^,  II  ]*"?•  ^«««,. though  not  old,  has  paid  natures 
loU,  1  do  desire  to  give  some  advice  to  those  that  sur. 
Vive  me.  First,  let  gamesters  consider  that  death  is  a 
hazard  and  poMsage,  upon  the  turn  of  a  die.  Let  law- 
yen  consider  it  as  a  hard  case.  And  let  punnere  con- 
sider  how  hard  it  is  to  rf«  Jesting,  when  death  is  so  hard 
m  digesting. 

As  for  mv  lord-lieutenant,  the  earl  of  Mungomerry, 
1  am  sure  he  be-waUs  my  misfortune,  and  it  would 
move  him  io  stand  bv  when  the  carpenter  (while  my 
friends  gneve  and  make  an  odd  splutter)  n^ils  up  my 

my  epttaph,  /  w,U  take  it  for  a  great  honour,  and  it  is 
a  plentiful  subject  His  excellency  may  siy  that  the 
art  of  pumimg  is  dead  with  Tom :  TvJ  has  taken  aU 
puns  away  with  him,  Omne  tuUt  pun^Thm.^May  his 

We  never  Herberd  so  good  a  governor  before.  Sure 
he  wjm^^erry  home,  Aat  has  made  a  kingdom  so 
happy     I  hear  my  friends  design  to  publish  a  collec- 

^  an  "^K^r^M  ^''''  '  ^^^  «'"^«»  ^^^^^  ^^  «««y  a 
S^^IS  fill^"^*'  r^***  ^^^^ore,  the  woild 

several  forebodmgs  that  I  should  soon  die;  I  have  late 

been  ofUm  at  committees,  where  I  have  sat  de  d«  in 

rtisw.     I  conversed  mucli  with  the  usher  of  the  black 

•  A  nickname  of  Tom  Ashe's  brother. 


rod :  I  saw  his  medals;  and  woe  is  me  dull  aoul,  not  tn 
consider  they  are  but  dead  mens  faces s/amfef enr 
and  over  by  the  living,  which  will  shortly  be  my  con- 
dition. 

Tell  sir  Andrew  Fountaine  I  ran*  clear  to  the  bsltm 
«id  wish  he  may  be  a  kte  a  river  where  I  am  going! 
He  used  to  brook  compliments.  May  his  sand  be  loo^ 
a  running  ;  not  quick  sand,  like  mine !  Bid  him  w.^ 
poring  upon  monuments  and  books;  which  is  iniealitr 
but  running  among  roc*»  and  shelves  to  stop  his  tmru. 
May  his  waters  never  be  troubled  with  mud  orgnmL 
nmr  stopped  by  any  grinding  stone  I  May  his  friends  be 
all  true  trou^,  and  his  enemies  laid  as  flat  zjsjloumlm: 
I  look  ujKin  him  as  the  most  Jhtent  of  his  rat*  ;  \\jm- 
fore  let  him  not  despond.  I  foresee  his  black  rod  win 
advance  to  a  pike,  and  destroy  all  our  itts. 

But  I  am  going;  my  wind  in  lungs  is  tuminfr  ha 
Knndty  theet  The  thoughts  of  a  pall  begin  to  af-ik 
me.  Life  is  but  a  vapour,  car  elle  va  pour  la  mum.t 
cause.  Farewell :  I  have  lived  ad  am  icorum  /hsttAm, 
and  now  behold  how/a«/  Idium! 

Here  his  breath  failed  him,  and  he  expirctl,  TLrtf 
are  some  false  spellings  here  and  there;  but  they  mtw 
be  pardoned  in  a  dying  man. 


A    LETTER   TO    MRS.    SUSANNAH 

NEVILLE.. 

MApAM,-I  wjU  not  trouble  you  wi'tTiiV^,, 
lophcA,,  l«t  I  should  ducurmode  you ;  butnulw  ,nt. 
m  Rjarmiliar  audjocotma  way. 

You  mutt  know  then  I  wai  tbe  otber  uight  at  Mn, 
Tattle  ^  and  Mij.  Raffle  came  in  to  drink  Imie.Wi/ 
with  u.,  upon  which  they  fell  in  i«an,.,^„t  abi,  ,U 

tU  Tf^T',  '1?  '""I-  /'  '•"*  "««'•'  told  r^u 
tlmt  she  did  iiot  know  the  */«„«  between  «  «««  «*J 

me ;  but  I  mid  that,  when  people  dimuted,  it  wu  u,» 

thoi^Ut  they  were  both  intoxicated  with  liquor,  if  n-. 
M™  T.JT  "J""  "'  «"•«»««»«■«••  Hi.eJ« 
yielded  to  Rattle,  and  there  wa.  an  end  offte  Iw^ 
ment.  I  wonder  you  do  not  honour  ue  tomcinM 
with  your  company  If  I  mysOf  be  no  i./,X^ 
my  garden  which  ha.  a  6ne  rm«t  look,  o^^^U 
one.  My  Tommy  would  be  glad  to  aee  «w  bef«i  b^ 
goe.  for  England,  and  «,  would  I,  for  I  «m^r«^ 
to  take  the  towor  of  London  before  I  retoni  ^!^ 
tend  to  go  to  Norfolk  or  Suffolk  to  «e  a  d^gj™^^ 
n^  cousin  of  our,.  Tliey  my  that  he  iaiK^J 
good  man,  and  very  ho.pital  in  hi.  own  hoiue  iZ 
dttmn  d  when  this  vege  i.  over,  never  to  .et  my  foot  iu 
a  .tage-coach  again ;  for  the  jolting  of  it  hi^yTn," 
blood  mto  such  a  ««,«,««,/  that  I  have Z^  ^ 

f  ^  '"S*  ^  ^^  "°5  "^  •  »«««««  of  bread  ™7.11 
together  thew  aix  week.  pa.t    Thev  allow^T     I 

nothing  at  night  but  l>CiuJ^:L^'^ XJ^Z 
«r*<irt«/ that  I  am  in  a  perfect  lilwrn,  for  which  I  .« 
davue  me  to  dnnk  bmy«Hy.    And  what  do  you  think  » 

.ervanl.  had  mAMA,d  it  all :  for  which  1  am  r^olvld 

?  *"!?  ?fJ  """t  *■>»»««*«»#  to  bring  it  up  ae^  -J 
fear  that  I  have  been  too  tyrtn,UHt  in  thif  ^.J 
tediou.  c««rf;  which  I  hope  you  wUl  exc»?f^ 
your  very  bumble  Mrvant, 

HAsrHavK. 

.  TU.  letter  is  acUiioa.,  ,nd  wm  writtm  by  Dt.  ShnUssb 
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CONSULTATION 

OF  FOUR  PHYSICIANS  UPON  A  LORD  THAT  WAS  DYING. 

AitSvilt  did  not  paitake  of  the  xunml  araawmflnta  of  the  world  for  recreation,  he  Indulged  himself  in  rarious  vports  and  whima 
uffaacv.  Among  others  he  was  fond  of  a  new  speclea  of  composition,  whien  eonalsled  all  of  Latin  words,  but  by  ailowiog  for 
&!«•  tpelUn;.  and  rnnninj'  the  woids  into  each  oUier.  the  sentence*  would  contain  good  sense  in  Engliah.  It  was  ihoughi  apeei- 
mn%  of  this  singulu  mods  of  writing  would  not  be  unaoceptoUe  to  the  reader. 

It/  P.  Is  hi«  honor  wc?    PttB  lastiu  felis  pulse.         Is  his  honour  sick  ?    Pn j  lai  os  fcvl  his  pnlso.    It  does  beat 
It  do  €.  beat  tens  loto  de.  ^  •*«'^  ***^>- 


%wi  D,  No  notU  at  qui  cani  e  ver  feltu  metri  it. 
liide  edit  if  as  fastai  an  alarum  ora  fire  bellat  nite. 

3r/  D.  It  is  veri  hei ! 

itk  D.  Noto  contra  dictu  in  my  juge  mentitis  veri 
loto  de.    Itis  as  orto  maladi,  sum  callet. 
[U^Tf  vtr  id  octo  re/i  retio  a  par  hri  na  mei  am  eoU 

pott  urg.) 

If/  D,  It  is  a  me  gri  mas  I  o]n  ne. 

%M<  D.  No  docto  rite  quit  fora  quin  si.    Heris  a 
])laiie  itm  tomo  fit.     Sorites  Para  celsiis  :  Pra  re  adtt. 

\tt  D.  NoDO  doctor  I  ne  rer  quo  te  aqua  casu  do. 

UW  D,  Sum  arso :  mi  autoris  no  ne. 

Sntf  A  No  qoare  lingat  pre  senti  de  si  re.     His  honor 
i«  sir  offa  colli  castire  as  I  sit  here. 

IM  |>.  It  is  ether  an  atro  phi  or  a  colli  casu  sed : 
Ire  inembri  re  ad  it  in  doctor  me  ades  Esse,  here  itis. 

•WD.  I  ne  rer  re  ad  apage  in  it,  no  re  ver  in 
trtHlit 

W  D.  Yet  ne  is  offa  qui  te  di  feient  noti  o  uas  i 
here. 

Ut  D.  Notis  ab  ludi  fluxit  is  vere  plene. 

W  D.  I  fitisa  fluxit  me  re  qui  re  ac  lis  ter. 

W  l>.  I  a  ver  bis  casis  Teneri  alas  i  disco  vcr  edit 


No.  no,  His  as  qnick  as  I  ever  felt ;  yon  may  try  it  Indeed, 
it  is  as  fa«t  as  an  alarum,  or  a  Arc-  \mA\  at  night. 

It  b  Tory  high. 

Not  to  contradict  yon.  in  my  jndcment  it  b  rery  slow  to- 
day.   It  b  a  sort  of  malady*  some  call  It. 

Hert  mnry  doetot  reCtres  to  a  parlimr  ta  s  mtlmeMy  potfare. 

It  b  a  mc;;rlm  as  I  opine. 

No.  doctor.  I  take  It  for  a  quinsy.     Hrre  b  a  plain  sjmp  • 
tom  of  it.    So  writes  PanMcelsus— Pray  read  it. 
No.  no»  doctor,  I  never  quote  a  quack  as  yon  do. 
Some  lire  so ;  my  author  b  none. 

No  quarrelling  at  present,  I  desire.  Hb  honour  b  sidi  of  a 
colic,  as  sure  as  1  sit  here. 

It  b  either  an  atrophy  or  a  oolle,  as  you  said.  I  remember 
I  read  it  in  doctor  Mead's  Essay  :  here  it  b. 

I  nerer  read  a  pace  in  it,  nor  ever  intend  it. 

Feme  b  quite  of  a  different  notion,  as  I  hear. 

No.  'tis  a  bloody  flux,  it  b  very  plain. 
If  it  b  a  flux,  it  may  require  a  glyster. 
I  aver  his  case  b  venereal,  as  I  diwovered  it  in  a  chancre 


It  b  a  dangerons  esse  as  any. 

I  must  tell  yon  really,  'tb  a  goaty  humour  In  hb  belly, 
stomach,  too,  b  empty. 


Hb 


It  may  be  a  pleiuisy ;  a  vomit  b  very  proper  for  a  man  at 


Hbdii 


b  a  catarrh.  I 


hb 

Your  pardon  al  present  I  desire, 
decbreit. 

At  last  yon  may  And  it  a  stone  in  hb  kidneys.  * 

It  b  a  leprosy  for  aught  I  see.    Pt«y.  who's  hb  apothecary. 

can't  you  tell  us  ?    A  blbler  may  be  rniri  warj  some  da)  a 

henoe.    It  b  a  sure  remedy  in  many  cases. 


i»  as  banc  cor  j  au  da  poli  pus  iu  his  nosce.    An  di  fit     SiTSy'Sii*"  ^**  "'^'    ^"^^  "^  "  **  **  ^  "**  '***'  *  *'*"'"' 
W  M  I  cetis,  ago  no  rea  me  en  sue. 

)</  D.  It  is  ad  ange  rus  casas  aui. 

IM  D,  I  mtut  telTure  alitis  ago  utt  humor  in  his 
1^1  ii.    Hi  sto  macto  is  empti. 

li/  D.  It  me  bea  pluri  si ;  avo  metis  Teri  pro  per 
ft'n  manat  bis  age. 

2srf  D.  Ure  par  donat  praesenti  del  ire ;  His  dis  eas 
u  a  cata  ride  ciare  it. 

^rd  D.  Atlas  tume  findit  as  tone  in  his  quid  ni  es. 

\tk  Z>.  Itis  ale  pro  si  fora  uti  se.  Prsa  bos  liis  a  poti 
(iri;  caota  tellusf  Ab  Us  ter  me  bene  cessa  risum 
^fTfUi,    I  fig  as  ure  medi  in  manicas  es. 

3r(/  D.  I  Audit  iato  late  tot  hinc  oflTa  rcme  di ;  fori 
licrr  his  Honor  is  De  ad. 

^  D.  His  ti  meis  cum. 

1"  D,  Is  it  trudo  ut  hinc  ? 

^M  D.  It  is  veri  certa  in.  His  Paris  his  Belli  sto 
^»n?o  lit  foris  de  partu  re. 

^  &.  Nb,  i  fis  Ecce  lens  is  de  ad  leeCus  en  dum 
'I'i  erto  pras  foris  sole.  His  Honor  has  biua  Cato 
l»'luor  s  de  isU  here. 

i<'  />.  Alor  dis  sum  times  as  tingi  as  an  usu  reris. 

WD.  \^  stolis  alligo  time  a  verbi  mi  at  endans 
wafortenile. 

»rd  D,  O  mei  ne  vera  tendo  na  nil  ordinis  sic  nes 
»«n  more! 

ilk  D.  Api  stolis  ne  a  quin  in  a  nil  ordo  fis  qua 
';|i;  turn  pes  fore  times  more.  It  istos  mala  fito  a 
Dwtor  0  fit  bic 

^  ^.  I^os  paco  fitis  time. 
»^  O.  Abigo  ditU  hi  time,  in  de  editis,  forus  alto 

u?t  ^™P*  ""«°  ^"^  ^*"*"  »'**o  »**  «ff*^  da  iri;  fori 
^  «» tmg«  veri  minute :  bimi  soHdo.   His  lac  quis, 

W  ?"***■*"«»  »to  ttt  vftlet  is  re  di  forus. 

..V  ^**  ^*"*  ab  ast  in  a  do ;  fori  here  auo  is  at 

^mtatis. 


I  And  it  is  too  late  to  think  of  a  remedy ;  for  I  hear  hb  honor 
bdcad. 

Hb  tSme  is  come. 

Is  it  true,  do  yoa  think  ? 

It  b  very  certain.  Hb  parish's  bell  b  to  ring  out  tm  hi* 
departnre. 

Nay,  if  hb  exeelleney  b  dead,  let  ns  semi  'em  a  print  to  pray 
for  hb  aottl.    Ub  honour  has  been  a  Oatholk  or  debt.  I  hear. 

A  lord  is  sometimes  as  sthigy  as  a  usnier  is. 

A  nisfeole  b  all  I  got.  I  may  aver,  by  my  attendance  for  a 
foftnighL 

Oh  may  I  never  attend  on  any  lord  in  hb  sickness  any  mora  I 

A  p!stole  b  sneaking  in  any  lord  of  hb  quality :  some  pay 
four  times  more.    It  b  too  small  a  foe  to  a  doctor  o*  physic 

Let  us  pack  off;  it  b  time. 

Ah.  by  God,  it  1i  high  time,  indeed  it  is.  for  us  all  to  fall  a- 
scampering  off  as  fast  asa  rat  out  of  a  dairy ;  for  I  fear  abrnting 
every  minute ;  by  my  soal  I  do.  lib  laiDi|ue}'s  and  a  staidy 
saucy  stout  valet  b  ready  for  us. 

AU  I  fear  b  a  bastinado ;  for  I  hear  a  noise  at  a  dbtsnns 


A  LOVE  SONG. 
Apud  in  is  almi  de  si  re, 
Mimis  tres  I  ne  ver  re  qui  re, 
Alo  veri  flndit  a  gestis, 
His  miseri  ne  ver  at  restis.  ' 


A  padding  is  all  my  desire. 
My  mbtreas  I  never  require 
A  lover  I  And  ha  Jest  b. 
Hb  misery  never  at  rest  in 
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AN  KPIGRAM. 

Die,  herU  agro  at,  an  da  quar  to  fine  ale, 
Fora  ringat  ure  nos,  an  da  stringat  ure  tale. 

TO  SAMUEL  BINDON.  Esq. 

MoLUS  abuH, 
Has  an  acuti, 
No  lasso  finis, 
Molli  divinis. 

O  ml  de  armis  tres, 
Imi  na  dis  ties. 
Cantu  disco  ver 
Mcas  alo  ver  ? 


Dick,  here  is  a  gjoat  and  a  quart  o'  fine  ale,  ' 
For  a  hug  at  your  noae  and  a  rtrtog;  at  yoar  tiiL 


Moll  ia  a  beauty. 
Has  an  acute  tye. 
No  laai  so  fine  u, 
Molly  diinae  is. 

0  ray  dear  mwtreas, 

1  am  in  a  distress. 
Can't  you  discover 
Me  as  a  lover  ? 


TO  DR.  SHERIDAN. 

This  gibberish  resolves  Into  what  the  daan*s  postscript  calls 
"  as  bad  sense  as  you  would  deaire." 

"  I  am  an  ass ;  O  let  me  suck  calf;  0  so  I  do  in  summer ;  O 
but  I  had  mum  in  all  I  supt ;  Minim  o'  time  isUre«ome ;  writes 
of  any  tall  lass;  I  buss  *om  ?  O  soberer.  Nan,  sit.  sit  a  top. 
O  Tom  am  I  so  dull.  I  a  cully  ?  I  so  agen  ?  I  a  mailman  ?  I've 
a  memory  son.    Vm  a  sinner. "  'Tis  a  part. 

"  Is  a  cap  a  cum  ?  O  covet  it  o'  men,  tire  me  not ;  'tis  a  loss 
in  time  and  tide.  I'm  in  a  musing  mood ;  I  am  kneeling  in 
miro.    A.  but  I  see  none,  so  I  get  never  a  rap." 

The  Latin  must  be  read  backwards. 

"  Emovttor  aliquando  paululiun  gravitate  subjecti  si  habeas 
mo  czcusatum."        ^ 

October  12.  17S3. 
Saturn!  die. 
B  RUDITI8SIMB  DOMINI, 

Ml  Sana,  Telo  me  flaccus ;  odioso  ni  mus  rem.  Tuba 


Dia  pusilanimum :  emit  si  erit  mos  minimo.  Fecite 
Latina  Sal  ?  I  sub  me  ?  a  robur  os.  Nantis  potatii. 
Moto  iina  os  illud  a  illuc  t  Ima  os  nega :  i  liua 
nam  f   Memoravi  i  nos ;  I  ma  eri«  niji :  sit  porta. 

Si  paca  erucaf  toco  Tite  nemo!  Ement  touo  £t 
sola  m  emit,  na  edit  Ima  ni  luzn  Sl  dum.  1ms  oil 
ne  ni  erim !  Tuba  nisi  no  os  t^  en  parare. 

UUMIUMUS,  fcc 

Ezcusatum  me  haoeas  si  subjecti  gravitate  pw- 
lulum  aliquando  emoyeor. 

When  you  have  puziled  your  bniins  with  resding 
this,  you  will  find  it  as  bad  sense  as  you  would  doiiv. 

Where  do  you  dine  to-day  f 
To-morrow  with  me. 


FROM  DR.  SHERIDAN. 

JnneM,  17S4. 
DB  ARMIS  TBB  DB  AN. 

I  EXPBCTURB  anser  an  da  fullone  abo  ut  mi  monito  de. 
Times  a  re  wen  de  ad  nota  do  it  oias  hi  lingat  almi  e 
state.  Mire  se  ver  canuai  vel  res  ad  e  ^villas  a  peni. 
Cursim  I  se  fora  prime  minis  ter.  Cantu  res  a  Sum 
at  ab  an  cursn  de  an.  Atri  do.  Uno  mi  de  arde  annuo 
me  a  gro  at.  It  is  hi  time  tot,  hinc  ope  in  it.  I  ama 
non  est  manicap,  ac  nare  is  mi  aTersio  ni  de  clare. 

Ad  unis  at  mi  do  ore  fora  Sum  io  on  damnat  unuD, 
ab  umbelicum  in  at  his  ars,  as  redi  as  ac  at  is  at  amo 
use,  oia  rati  se,  oiabat. 

lambicum  as  mutos  a  Statu :  as  laenas  aza  que ;  as 
de  a  fas  an  ad  aris ;  as  hse  a  vi  as  an  assis :  as  quseras  a 
due:  ast  emas  alam;  as  de  ad  as  a  do  oma  lib;  as 
insipidas  de  ad  vi  negaris ;  ora  potato  in  me.  I  re 
membri  vas  o  na  time  as  qui  casa  fieat  a  Isedis  belli ; 
as  meri  as  a  Phili :  as  ftillo  pleas  ac  id ;  as  fullo  me- 
retriz  as  ac  it  en  is,  oras  ab  a  bonni  na  capis.  I  rite 
si  miles  use  e^  cantu  ritum  f  Udi  ne  at  urse  de  at  mi 
0  use.  I  rah  belli  fVillo  meato  en  ter  tenus  fit  fora  nil 
ordinis  equi  page.  Uva  stomachi  me  ope.  Here  is  ab 
illo  (are.  Ago  use.  A  paro  dux.  Sum  fis  bis,  as  a 
paro  soles.  A  paio  places.  Apud  in.  Afri  casei. 
Arabit  astu  in.  Neu  pes.  Neu  beans.  Alam  pij  fit 
fora  minis  ter  o  state.  Acus  tardis  ast  it  abit  as  at 
artis.  Airi  teris  mi  de  lite.  Mi  liquor  istoc  que,  it 
costus  api  Stola  quarti  a  verrit.  A  quartos  ac.  Margo 
use  claret  as  fine  as  a  rubi.  GraTes.  Ijoc  rima  Christi. 
Hoc.  Cote  rotsB.  Sum  Cyprus.  As  fine  Sidera  se  ver 
Id  runcat  at  aveme. 

Pnebe  specus  a  Superaturus.  Summas  par  a  gusto 
eat.  Sum  colli  flo  ures,  ac  ab  age  l«tis  fora  Sal  ad. 
Invita  Issdito  ac  cum  pani  urt  verens,  nota  prseter  nota 
coquet.  A  grave  matronis  pro  per  fora  grave  de  an, 
an  da  doctor,  an  das  cole  mas  ter. 

I  ritu  a  verse  o  na  roolli  o  mi  ne, 
Asta  lassa  me  pole,  a  la^is  o  fine, 
I  ne  ver  neu  a  niso  ne  at  in  mi  ni  is, 
A  manat  a  glans  ora  sito  fer  diis, 
De  anno  lis  abuti  lios  face  an  has  nos  is 
As  fer  a  sal  illi,  as  leddas  aro  sis. 


DiAa  Misrsa  Dsav. 
I  sxpscT  your  answer,  and  a  fUl  one,  about  my  noasy  tah^)- 
Times  are  very  dead,  not  a  doit  or  a  shilliag  at  all  nj  Mt*"- 
My  receiver  caa  as  well  misie  a  devil  as  a  penny.  Cone  hus. 
I  say,  for  a  prime  miniiAer .  Can't  you  raise  a  sum  at  a  la&krr  t 
you  dean?  Ah.  try  do.  Yon  know,  my  dear  dan.  tob  osvv 
a  groat.  It  is  high  time  to  think  apon  it.  lam  an  bonains. 
I  say ;  a  knave's  my  aversion.  I  declare. 


A  dun  is  at  my  door,  for  a  sum  I  owe  one  damned  attorar; : 
a  biunbailUe  come  in  at  Us  arse,  as  ready  aa  a  cat  is  ata  «<»>•> 
or  a  rat,  I  say,  or  a  bat. 

I  am  become  as  mute  aa  a  statue ;  as  lean  as  a  rake ;  m  itii 
as  an  adder  is ;  as  heavy  as  an  ass  is ;  as  queer  as  a  daek:  « 
tame  as  a  lamb ;  as  dead  as  a  door-nail  b ;  as  instjdd  »  ^ 
vinegar  is ;  or  a  potatoe  in  me.  I  vemember  I  was.  oo  •  ti**, 
as  quick  as  a  flea  at  a  lady's  belly ;  aa  merry  aaa  Ally:  »  MIo 
play  asakid;  as  fullo*  merry  tricks  as  a  kitten  is,  or  as  tUboot 
in  a  cap  is  1  write  similes,  yon  see ;  can't  you  write  'em?  Ym 
dine  o  Thursday  at  my  honse.  I've  a  belly  tnH  o*  mesttoeoier- 
tain  us,  fit  for  say  lord  in  his  equipage.  Yon've  asionsch.1  mt) 
hope.  Here  ia  a  bill  o*  fare :  A  goose,  a  pair  o*  ducks,  sosu  S^'*' 
a  pair  o*  soles,  a  pair  o'  plaices,  a  pudding,  a  fricassee,  ■  n^ 
a-stewing,  new  peas,  new  ooans.  a  lamb-pie.  At  fbr  a  miaitfrr  c 
state.  Acustard  is  as  Ut  a  bit  as  a  but  is.  A  fritter  isnydfliiliit 
My  liqnor  is  Tokay ;  it  cost  as  a  pistole  a  quart.  I  aver  it.  A  qu-t 
o*  sack.  Maxgoux  claret,  as  line  as  a  ruby.  Qraves.  hun^ 
Christi.  Hock.  Cote-roti.  Some  Cyprus.  As  fine  cyder » (^ 
I  drank  at  a  tawn. 


Pray  bespeak  as  a  supper  at  yonr  honje.  Sjome  asput|M  fr 
eat.  Some  cauliflowers,  a  cabbage,  lettuce  for  a  salad.  lauk  > 
lady  to  accompany  your  peveteuce ;  not  a  prater ;  notac(*q'<«<*^- 
A  grave  matron  is  proper  for  a  grave  dean,  and  a  doctor,  mm  > 
school -master. 


I  write  you  a  verse  on  a  Molly  o'  mine. 
As  tall  as  a  May-pole,  a  lady  so  flne ; 
I  never  knew  any  so  neat  iu  mine  eyes. 
A  man  at  a  clanco,  or  a  sight  of  her,  dies; 
Dear  Molly^  a  beauty,  whose  Cmt  and  whose 
As  fair  as  a  lily,  as  Ted  as  a  rose  ia. 
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Ac  if  0  mi  moUi  is  alxni  de  lite, 
lIJo  verbi  de,  an  illo  verbi  nite. 

I  figo  imus  te  cato  turn  an  dumui  trans  ac  ore 
l^nse  exceptive  iliac.  I  fi  pie  in  gestitis  fora  negat  eas 
t«r.  Notabit  foia  cardami,  norabit  fora  di  se  i,  as  migra 
nam  has  ted  forti  times. 

I  nono  noes  offii  ni  momento  rita  battabata  illis  o 
r«r  at  Dan  sic  In  Itali  an  in  Gcrmani  meroe  nari  es 
(liwitum  9  rtn  de.  O  ne  gener  aUs  de  ad  ac  an  non 
bullit  hue  oflb  bsB  ad.  A  fle  et  is  pns  par  in  fora  le 
fitr.  Me  ni  Si  cges  ara  earn  in  o  nat  his  time. 

Mi  Magis  as  meri  as  an  apis.  Hsb  do  es  se  a  qus 
cut  a  qua  cur  a  cor.  Hsb  is  caper  in  in  ac  age  me  do 
Sili.  Abit  ob  re  ad  is  gener  ali  his  super,  era  liver 
otii  lambis. 

MLier  visto  alat  o  me,  excuse  mi  has  te ;  Fore  ver 
au  de  ver  ures  Tomas  Sks  id  an. 

Afri  da  «t  en  ae  local  mi  Studi]. 


A  kin  o*  ray  Holly  is  all  ny  delight; 

I  loYO  her  by  day,  and  I  low  her  by  night. 

If  I  go  I  mast  take  a  totnm.  and  yon  miui  ranaack  your 
pence,  except  I've  ilMock.  If  I  play  in  jeat.  it  is  for  an  e^  at 
Baater.  Not  a  bit  for  a  card  am  I,  nor  a  bit  for  a  dice  am  I, 
aa  my  gimnnnm  haa  said  forty  timee. 

I  know  no  news  of  any  moment  to  write  you ;  but  a  battle  ia 
over  at  Dantaic.  In  Italy  and  in  Gennany.  merceaariea  deaert 
'em  every  day.  One  gvneral  la  dead ;  a  cannon-buUet  took  off 
bb  head.  A  fleet  is  preparing  for  a  aea-flgbt.  Many  aiegea  are 
a-oarrying  on  at  thia  time. 

My  Mag  ia  aa  merry  aa  an  ape  ia.  He  doea  aav,  a  qnaker,  a 
qnaker.  a  enr.  Ha  ia  eapering  in  a  ca^j^e  made  o  aallow.  A  bit 
o*  bnad  ia  generally  hia  aupper,  or  a  liver  of  a  lamb  ia. 


My  aerrloe  to  all  at  homa;  ezenae  my  haaln.    For  ever  and 
ever  youra,  Tbom Aa  Sb  bbi  d av. 

O*  Pfiday  at  ten  o'elock,  at  my  study. 


On  the  other  hand  the  dean,  in  way  of  reply,  tried  to  write  English  words  to  he  read  into  Latin,  of  which  the 

following  is  an  instance  :-^ 

TO  DR.  SHERIDAN. 

Teiae  I  ow  I  ane  you  are  wry.  Tertio  Jannarii. 

Ax  I  BAT  TAIN  A  RaBBLS  la  AntCB  VSHSBABILiaf 

C;unvn^«r«  il^«rJll  ««„  ♦^•in  ««r,VAb..     0*^^  »*•  '«»*  *''»  •^»**   inierviaae;  aed  Hooue  moraa.  et 
bALDY  0  tea  rue  ry  dy  you  sale  you  tye  m  service  he :     ^j  ^  ^^  ^.^    Q„i      ^  gjio,  tempoa  eat.    timcret  uxor, 

^aiu  lynk  way  more  Ass,  eat  red  Eye,  add  nose  sight     tfmorent  familiarea.    An  India  cartls?    VpI  aomno  indulgea  le? 

0.    Quipp  ye  knife  all  or  tame  Puss  East.     Teo  Mary     Anne  jocna  tiW  placM  ?    Menim  apero  fiequentev  bibia.  Lac  te 

Tack  Sir:  Tea  may  rent  Family  are  ease.    Anne  lewd  ««?P»«*-    ^^  7|S  ^T^SIL  w «SS^^ 

...,„,      •'  •jii._^»a*  Ti^  regmaetmarituatibi?    Domi  tencncxpectavi,««ilmeilecepian. 

II  cart  la?    V  eal  sosne  no  m  dull  jest  II   Anne  Jo  Cut  u^^a  Bacchum  «maa.    For«n  ibl  aiae  otma  cat.    Quod  mer- 

tj  by  place  eat  f     Meer  Rum  apore  O  Freak  went  her  eatorca  ni  aeiaa  idem  minimo  habent.    8ed  post  hm  derplictos 

Bib  if :  Lack  Tea  compleat :   Ay'd  is,  ride  ease,  tock  ad  noa  y«ni  j  nbi  in  domo  Deean^ua  bonum  aattembibemua.  ai 

«m  U  «1a  «-w.y  A.*  1  Jkl  «-  ^^      A    »r«  n«li  «o»  "">n  mellofwn  Falemo.    Satumi  diea.  nAsti,  featua  eat.    Mevum 

jw  If,  do  neck  fat  I  gat  us  ease.    A  wry  Debt  nay,  ^^ .  ^^^^  ^^^^  carmina  pangemua.    Ridendum.  bibendnm 

nage  lo  a  eat  may  right  us  tye  by  T   Do  ray  Tea  here     erit  cum  lodalibua;  nil  eat  cariua  in  vitll 

I  eggi  peek't  have  I ;  said  may  day  say  pist  I.   Usque- 

bsdi  come  am  Ass;  Force  an  I  buy  ass  he  o  ouss 

Cut ;  Codd  mark  a  Toryes  nice  Eye  ass  I  dumb  mine 

1  nay  hay  bent    Said  post  hose  Dairy  lick  toes  add 

Qoa  vain  I.    You  buy  inn  do  mow  Day  can  at  us  boo 

on  Sdt  *em  by  beam  us,  sign  on  Mealy  oVem  fall  or 

no.   Satyr  ni^,  dye  ease  nose  ty  feast  us  east.     May 

cone  air  is ;  Sigh  mull  seek  ray  to  Carmen  a  Pan  game 

o*  Ride  end  nm,  buy,  bend  'um  e'r  it  come  so  dayly 

^^:  nigh  least  carry  us  invite  a. 

^ick  Dice  it  Whore  ah  see  us ; 
Spare  take  um  Sick  way  pot  you  it  wag  and  Team 
Fall  e'er  he  taste  a. 

Et  a  lye  by : 
Hack  *um  in  Ray  mote  is  Camnen  areyou  Pyebuss. 

Slid; 

for  tune  a  lay  to  save  an  egg  o  show. 
Sate  I  wpe  I  nor  sight  ha*  shown  um  ;  add  fine  em 
ITOper  and  'um  East     Valiant  a  Mice  I  Vestry,  eat     amici  vestri  et  tu  inauper  valaaa 
TMi  in  Shoe  pair  rally  Ass.    Ah  my  Cuz  vest  are,  Amicna  veater, 

Day  can  us. 

FROM  DR.  SHERIDAN. 

Py  brew  Harry  S5, 1784-ft. 
RAVE  e'EE  end  day  ANN, 

Tae.  Un  see  Utey  Rake  order  is  a  deel  a  tory  jant 
' '  nian,  bee  cause  he  mite  heave  scent  his  o  pin  eye 
■  1  Uef  o'er  this.  Yew  no  eye  heave  sum  mow  knee 
'"  pea  miss  tear  Hen  a  wrv,  Ann  damn  iim  hay 
c^  tub  ring  Matt  Eyrs  twack  on  clue  shun.  Eye 
riioid  a  nap  point  meant  two  Bee  at  they  Dean  a  wry 
*un  ey't,  butt  am  pray  vent  head  buy  a  ten  ant  in 
J*^  ml  buy  Ann  at  Um  I,  buy  home  eye  must  and. 
Kjr  am  ewer  mow  stob  ay  dy  ant  Ann  dumb  bell 
•ene  aunt,  ToM  ass  Sue  rid  Ann. 


RicdidtHoratlnB 

Bpartaenm  at  qnas  potuit  vagantem 

Fallere  teata. 
Et  alibi: 

Baoehum  in  remotia  carmina  mpibna. 
Sed: 

Fortnna  Unto  aieva  negotio. 
Satis  opinor  citatlonnm.  ad  flnem  propenuidum  est.   Vaknnt 


Dkgahus. 


Revsbcks  Deak,  February  sa,  1734-5. 

I  FANCY    the  n«conter  ia  a  dilatory   genllrman.   Ijecaim-  he 

might  have  lenl  his  opinion  before  thia.    You   know  I  have 

some  money  to  pay  Mister  Henry,  and  am  in  haste  to  brinj; 

matteia  to  a  conclusion.    I  made  an  niipointment  to  be  at  the 

Deanery  to-nii;ht.  but  am  prevented  by  a  tenant  injured  by  ;tu 

attorney,  by  whom  1  must  atand.    I  am  your  most  obedient 

and  humble  aervant,  _ 

Thomas  SnsaiitAK. 


DtDN, 

Vrw 


FROM  DR.  SHERIDAN. 

May  26. 1735. 
Ah  go, 


Daam  Diaw  May  S6, 1735, 

.  iw  man  >.».  Vmlww  «  K^.i«  Ann  n.ii-  A li  ffo  You  may  remember,  about  an  hour  ago.  I  writ  some 
li.Tt  s^ A  ""  ™^'  *  ^f  Ann  our  Ah  go.  ^nglo-Aiili.  in  imitation  of  youra ;  but  I  fear  there  are  mla- 
Ke  itbam  Ann  glow  Ann  Glee^  I  mm  it  ay  shun  on       -■       -«  » 
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LETTER  FROM  DR.  SHERIDAN. 


Kwers.     Butt  If  here  they  rare  mwt  eaks.     I  few  fine  fc»ke«.    If  ymi  Hud  any.  I  make  it  my  wiumi  to  mwd  '«■. 

day   nigh.    Eye  may  Kit  mire  eak   quest  Tom  end  The  ladfet  namely    m«d.am  Hatrlwa.  Whit».y.  sic«n.  w 

.',*•',,     .J '^       VT  T      TLc    I    1  u  ready  to  join  you.    So  lufaeu  to  €-cvcu.— \our  moit  huitblo 

dumb.     They'll  aid  Eyes  Name  Lee  Mad  damn  Harry  odmter. 

Son,  White  Whey,  Sigh  Cann,  air  ray  dye  Two  join  '  Thomas  Shiud&x. 

new,  Sow   add   Yew   Too  Ale   even.      Ewer    Mow 

Stumble  Add  my  rare, 

Though  mass  Sue  rid  Ann 

Meath  ay  two  wimt  he  Siek'it, 

Wan  thou  Sand  Say  vain  Hun  dread,  See. 

Tooth  ay  Revere  End  Dock  tore  Jo  Nathan  Dray  Peeri 
Gull  Liver,  Inn  They  Dane  a  wry. 


Mav  the  twenty-sixth. 
One  tfiousand  «e%en  hundred,  &c. 
To  the  reverend  doctor  Jonathan  Drapicr  GalU«er. 
in  the  Deanery. 


FROM  DR.  SHERIDAN. 

DE  ARMIS  TER  DB  AN, 

JulU  15.  17Sd. 
Urit  tome  turn  time  ago  an  diam  redtto  anaer  it 
thus.  A  lac  a  de  mi  illinc,  ducis  in  it,  is  notabit  fit 
fora  de  an ;  it  is  more  fit  fora  puppi.  I  losit  toti. 
Irritato  ripam  flet  an  Dicti  toral  e  ver  ibit.  Die  is 
abest.  Dig  is  a  serpenti  se.  Die  is  a  turdi  se.  Die 
is  a  fartor.  Die  is  pisti  se.  Die  is  a  vix  en.  Die 
is  as  qui  ter  in  nasti  fusti  musti  cur.  Die  is  arantur. 
Die  is  ah  a  boni  se.  Sed  Iro  Dicti  cantu  cum  in  as 
a  dans  in  mas  ter  an  dans  ab  ori  om  minuet.  Da  me 
I  fido  sed  Die.  Quis  mi  ars  se  diu  puppi.  Ure  as 
turdi  nifi  an  sed  I.  Ure  a  tori  villa  in  sed  Die.  Ure 
fit  fora  gallus  sed  I ;  an  dume  dia  dans  in.  Ure  aras 
calli  cur  sed  Die.  Dicti  sed  I  ure  regis  a  farto  me. 
Tanti  vi  sed  I  tanti  vi 
Hi  fora  Die  in  apri  vi. 

Ime  Die  as  te  mas  amo  use  foralis  angor.  I  re- 
collecta  piper,  sed  I,  an  dat  rumpetur,  an  da  sume 
cur,  an  ad  rumor,  an  das  qui  re,  an  ab  lac  a  more  in 
ure  cum  pani,  an 'da  de  al  more  me  ac  in  a  gesto  uti. 
It  is  ali  ad  a  me  sed  Die,  as  suras  istinc.  Sensu  csso 
I  csno  more. 

I  cum  here  formo  ni.  Itis  apparent  1  canta  ve 
mi  masrent,  mi  tenentis  t&rdi.  I  cursim  e  veri  de 
nota  peni  cani  res.  I  ambit.  Mi  stomachis  a  cor 
morante  ver  re  ad  ito  digesta  me  ale  in  a  minute.  I 
eat  nolam,  noram,  no  dux.  I  generali  eat  a  quale  car- 
bone  dedat  super  an  da  qualis  as  fine  abit  as  arabit. 
I  es  ter  de  I  eat  atro  ut  at  a  bit.  De  vilis  in  mi  a 
petite.  A  crustis  mi  de  lite.  (I  neu  Eumcnides  ago 
eat  tuenti  times  more.)  As  unde  I  eat  offa  buccas 
fatas  mi  arsis.  On  nam  unde  I  eat  sum  pes.  A  tu 
es  de  I  eat  apud  in  migra  num  edit.  A  veiiis  de  I 
eat  sum  pasti.  Post  de  notabit.  Afri  de  abit  ab  re  ad. 
A  satur  de  sum  trines. 

Luis  is  mus  ter  ui  an  armi  an  de  sines  carri  in  it 
as  far  as  I  tali,  sum  se  germani.  It  do  es  alarum 
mus;  De  vel  partum.  I  faiii  nues  is  fito  rilu  me 
directo  me  at  cava  ni  Viigini  a.  Miservice  tomi  da 
ter  an,  capta  in  Pari,  doctor  de  laiiij,  major  FoUi 
ut;  an  mi  complemento  mi  de  armis  tresses,  espe- 
ciali  W^RLL. 

I  amat  ure  re  verens  his  cervlce 
fore  ver  an  de  ver. 


DXAB  MisTSB  DXAW,  July  19, 179. 

You  writ  to  me  lome  time  ago,  and  I  am  ready  to  ansve  it 
Uiai.  Alack-a-day«  my  ill  ink;  deuoe  bin  it;  it  iinol  bKI 
fit  for  a  doan ;  it  is  more  fit  for  a  poppy.  TU  om  it  19  Tichr 
I  writ  a  Tory  pamj^hlet,  and  Dick  Tiffhe  tore  all,  every  w 
Dick  is  n  beast.  Dick  ii  a  serpent,  f  say,  Dick  ia  a  ts<  I 
•ay.  Dick  is  a  fartor.  Dick  is  piat,  I  say.  Dick  is  a  tistl 
Dick  is  a  aquittering.  nasty,  fusty,  moaty  car.  Dick  is  a  nsks. 
Dick  is  a  baboon,  I  say.  Said  1  to  Dick  llxhe.  can't  ?oa  r>r> 
in  oa  a  danciniff-master.  and  dance  a  bonr  or  a  miottet  r  I^bb' 
if  I  do,  aaid  Dick.  K-—  my  a—,  aaia  I,  yon  popry.  Y<w  r* 
a  sturdy  ruffian,  said  I.  You're  a  Tory  xillain,  aaid  IHri 
You're  flt  for  a  i^Uows,  aaid  I,  and  von  may  die  a  daarmr 
You're  a  raaealiy  cur.  aaid  Dick.  Dick  T^h%«idl.  n^^ 
rage  ia  a  fiirt  to  me. 


Tanfivy,  said  1,  tantWy, 
Hy  I  for  a  Dick  in  a  privy. 
I  made  Dick  as  tame  as  a  mouM}.  for  nil  his  anp^r.  I  mt^l 
loct  a  piper,  said  I,  and  a  tmmiMster,  and  a  aliormaker.  ac>i  i 
drummer,  and  a  aquirp,  and  a  blackamoor  in  yoarnapasy 
and  a  deal  mora  making  a  jert  o'  you.  TiKhe.  It  b  all  a  lie, ' 
damme,  aaid  Dick,  aa  sure  aa  I  aUnk.  Since  you  aay  so,  I  *•} 
no  more. 

I  come  here  for  money.  It  is  apparent  I  can't  haTf  bit  Mit 
rent,  ra^  tenant  ia  tardy.  I  curse  him  every  day.  aot  a  frt^' 
can  I  taue.  I  am  bit  *  My  atomaeh  is  a  connonnt,  eT«  m*'? 
to  digest  a  meal  every  minute.  I  eat  no  Umb,  no  no.  ^^ 
ducka.  I  generally  eat  a  quail  carl>nnadi'>d  at  suppor.  m]  t 
quail  is  as  fine  a  bit  aa  a  nbbit.  Y'eaterday  I  ate  a  tn«t «'  > 
bit.  Devil  ia  in  my  appetite.  A  cruat  ia  my  delist  (Ike* 
you,  many  days  ago,  eat  twenty  times  more.)  A'  Soadaf  I  "^ 
of  a  buck  aa  (at  aa  my  nrae  ia.  On  a  Monday  I  eal  somr  (•'» 
A'  Tuesday  I  eat  a  pudding  ;  mv  grannum  made  it.  A  ^•^' 
neaday  I  eat  aome  paiaty.  ^>ai-day  nol  a  bit.  A'  Fridar  i  s* 
of  bnMd.    A*  Saturday  aome  tripes. 


liCwia  ia  muatering  an  army,  and  deaimia  caiT>  inir  iiufi'** 
Italy,  some  aay  Germany.     It  dues  alarm  us :  dc^it  part 
If  any  newa  is  fit  to  write,  you  may  direct  to  me  at  Catas 
Virginia.      My  aervice  to  iny  daughter  Ann,  raptam  iVn 
doctor  Delany.  major    KoHiot:    and  my  coraplimcol  ^  *' 
dear  miatrcasca,  especially  Worrall. 


I  am  at  your  reverence  his  sertice  for  ever  and  err:. 


A  LETTER 

TO 

THE  WRITER  OF  THE  OCCASIONAL  PAPER. 

Sc:r  the  "CaArrsMAK,"  1727 — ^Thia  piece  refera  to  tlie  weU- 
known  strugglea  between  Pulteney  aud  Widpolc,  in  which  Swift 
assisted  the  Tornier. 

Sir, — Although  in  one  of  your  papers  you  declare  an 
intention  of  turning  them,  dtuing  the  dead  season  of 
the  year,  into  accounts  of  domestic  and  foreign  intelli- 
gence; yet  I  thhik  we,  yotur  correspondents,  should 
not  understand  your  meaning  so  literally  as  if  you 
intended  to  reject  inserting  any  other  paper  which  might 

Frobably  be  useful  for  the  public.    Neither,  indeed,  am 
fully  convinced  that  this  new  course  you  resolve  to 


take  will  render  you  more  secure  than  ycmr  fc*wf 

laudable  practice  of  inserting  such  speculatiomaiwr^ 

sent  you  by  several  well-wishers  to  the  good  of  "* 

kingdom,  however  grating  such   notices  might  k*** 

some  who  wanted  neither  i»wer  nor  inclination  Ip  '^ 

sent  tliem  at  your  cost ;  for,  since  there  is  a  iinci  Us 

against  spreading  false  news,  if  you  should  vftitoff  "J^ 

tell  us,  in  one  of  the  **  Craftsmen,"  that  »i»*,**^jf 

Algiers  had 

had  taken 

in  succeed 

could  offer  to  avoid  the  utmost  penalty 

cause  you  are  not  supposed  to  be  very  gracious  *»*f 

those  who  are  most  able  to  hurt  you. 


A  LBTTER  TO  THE  WRITER  OP  THE  OCCASIONAL  PAPER. 
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Beiidet,  as  I  take  your  infentiona  to  be  sincerely 
mnnt  for  the  public  service  so  your  original  method  of 
eutertaining  and  instructing  us  will  be  more  general 
uhI  more  useful  in  this  season  of  the  vear,  when  people 
ire  retired  to- amusements  more  cool,  more  innocent, 
Hid  much  more  reasonable  than  those  they  have  left ; 
vhfQ  their  passions  are  subsided  or  suspended  ;  when 
they  hare  no  occasions  of  inflaming  themselves  or  each 
(Aha;  where  they  will  have  opportunity  of  hearing 
rommon  sense,  every  day  in  the  week,  from  their  tenants 
or  nrii^hbouring  farmers ;  and  thereby  be  qualified,  in 
ham  of  rain  or  leisure,  to  read  and  consider  the  advice 
or  inforxnation  you  shall  send  them.        * 

Another  weighty  reason  why  you  should  not  alter 
par  manner  of  writing  by  dwindling  to  a  newsmonger, 
u,  becauK  there  is  no  suspension  of  arms  agreed  on 
between  jrou  and  your  adversaries,  who  fight  with  a  Sort 
of  veapOM  which  have  two  wonderful  qualities, — ^that 
thpy  are  nerer  to  be  worn  out,  and  are  best  wielded  by 
riu  wnkert  hands,  and  which  the  poverty  of  our  Ian- 
fni<Mre  forces  me  to  call  by  the  trite  appellations  of 
fcum'h'ty,  shuider,  and  Billingsgate.  1  am  far  from 
thiuking  that  these  gentlemen,  or  rather  their  employers, 
(fur  the opoaftoTS  themselves  are  too  obscure  to  be  guessed 
it,)  ihould  be  answered  after  their  own  way,  although 
it  were  possible  to  drag  them  out  of  their  obscurity ; 
U\t  I  wish  you  would  inquire  what  real  use  such  a 
rondact  is  to  the  cause  they  have  been  so  largely  paid 
to  defend.  The  author  of  the  three  first  **  Occasional 
Inters,'*  a  perron  altogether  unknown,  has  been  thought 
t<)  gUnce  (for  what  reason  he  best  knows)  at  some  public 
pniofedinga,  as  if  they  were  not  agreeable  to  his  private 
opiniins.  In  answer  to  this,  the  pamphleteers  retained 
Ml  the  other  side  are  instructed  by  their  superiors  to 
lio^W  out  an  adversary  whose  abilities  they  have  most 
r^^ifm  to  apprehend,  and  to  load  himself,  his  family, 
^  friends,  with  all  the  infamy  that  a  peqjetuol  con- 
venation  in  Bridewell,  Newgate,  and  the  Stews,  could 
Itiniidi  them ;  but  at  the  same  time,  so  very  unluckily, 
that  the  most  distinguishing  parts  of  their  characters 
frike  diieetly  in  the  face  of  their  benefactor,  whose 
>dra,  preMntmg  itself  along  with  his  guineas  perpetually 
to  their  imagination,  occasioned  this  desperate  blunder. 

Bnt,  allowing  this  heap  of  slander  to  be  truth,  and  ap- 
plied to  the  proper  persmi,  what  is  to  be  the  consequence  t 
Are  oar  public  deots  to  bie  the  sooner  paid ;  the  corrup- 
tKQs  that  author  complains  of  to  be  the  sooner  cureu; 
n  honourable  peace,  or  a  glorious  war,  the  more  likely 
toatne ;  trade  to  flonrish ;  the  Ostend  Company  to  bie 
demolished ;  Gibraltar  and  Port  Mahon  left  entire  in 
flur  poMcatiop ;  the  balance  of  Europe  to  be  preserved ; 
the  malignity  of  parties  to  be  for  ever  at  an  end ;  none 
Int  persons  of  merit,  virtue,  genius,  and  learning  to  be 
«»«Miragedf  I  ask,  whether  any  of  these  eflects  will 
(•How  upon  the  publication  of  this  author's  libel,  even 
npponug  he  could  prove  every  syllable  of  it  to  be  true  ? 

At  the  same  time,  I  am  well  assured  that  the  only 
1*^*01)  of  ascribing  thoae  papers  to  a  particular  person 
»  hailt  upon  the  information  of  a  certain  pragmatical 
m  of  quality,  well  known  to  act  in  that  capacity  by 
™>*e  mto  whose  company  he  insinuates  himself;  a  sort 
of  penoDs  who,  although  without  much  love,  esteem, 
*«  ditad  of  people  in  present  power,  yet  have  too  much 
eomnoB  praidenoe  to  speak  their  thoughts  with  freedom 
^'^^  «ach  an  intruder ;  who,  therefore,  imposes  grossly 
QpQQ  bis  masters,  if  he  makes  them  pay  for  anything  bat 
hw  ovn  conjecturei. 

It  it  a  grievous  mistake  in  agre  at  minister  to  neglect 
or  dsKpiae,  much  more  to  irritate,  men  of  genius  and 
l^ing.  I  hnye  h»rd  one  of  the  wisest  persons  in 
my  time  observe,  that  an  administration  was  to  be  known 
*ttl  judged  by  the  talents  of  those  who  appeared  tlieir 
ijjocatct  in  print.  ITiis  I  must  never  allow  to  be  a 
l«>eralrule*,  yet  I  cannot  but  think  it  prodigiously 


unfortunate,  that^  amongthe  answerers,  defenders,  repliers 
and  panegyrists,  started  up  in  def^Buce  of  present  per- 
sona and  proceedings,  there  has  not  yet  arisen  one  whose 
labours  we  can  read  with  patience,  however  we  may 
applaud  their  loyalty  and  good  will ;  and  all  this  with 
the  advantages  of  constant  ready  pay,  of  natural  and 
acquired  venom,  and  a  grant  of  the  whole  tand  of 
slander,  to  range  over  and  riot  in  as  they  please. 

On  the  other  side,  a  turbulent  writer  of  "  Occasional 
Letters,**  and  other  vexatious  papers,  in  conjunction, 
perhaps,  with  one  or  two  friends  as  betd  as  himself,  is 
able  to  disconcert,  tease,  and  sour  us,  whenever  he  thinks 
fit,  merely  by  the  strength  of  genius  and  truth ;  and, 
after  so  dexterous  a  manner,  that  when  we  are  vexed  to 
the  soul,  and  well  know  the  reasons  why  we  are  so,  we 
are  ashamed  to  own  the  first,  and  cannot  tell  how  to 
express  the  other.  In  a  word,  it  seems  to  me  that  all 
the  writers  are  on  one  side,  and  all  the  railers  on  the 
other. 

However,  I  do  not  pretend  to  assert  that  it  is  impos- 
sible for  an  ill  minister  to  find  men  of  wit,  who  may  be 
drawn,  by  a  very  valuable  consideration,  to  undertake 
his  defence ;  but  the  misfortune  is,  ^at  the  heads  of 
such  writers  rebel  against  tiieir  hearts ;  their  genius  for^ 
sakes  them  when  they  would  oflTer  to  prostitute  it  to 
tlie  service  of  injustice,  corruption,  party  rage,  and  false 
representation  of  things  and  persons. 

And  diis  is  the  best  argument  I  can  ofler  in  defence 
of  great  men,  who  have  been  of  late  so  very  unhappy 
in  the  choice  of  their  paper-champions;  although  I 
cannot  much  commend  their  good  husbaudrv  hi  2iose 
exorbitant  payments  of  twenty  and  sixty  gunieas  at  a 
time  for  a  scurvy  pamphlet;  since  the  sort  of  work  tliey 
require  is  what  \f  ill  all  come  within  the  talents  of  any 
one  who  has  enjoyed  the  happiness  of  a  very  bad  edu- 
cation, has  kept  the  vilest  company,  is  endued  with  a 
servile  spirit,  is  master  of  an  empty  purse,  and  a  heart 
full  of  malice. 

But,  to  speak  the  truth  in  soberness ;  it  should  seem 
a  little  hard,  since  the  old  whiggish  principle  has  been 
recalled,  of  standing  up  for  the  liberty  of  the  press,  to 
a  degree  that  no  man,  for  several  years  past,  durst  ven- 
ture out  a  thought  which  did  not  square,  to  a  point, 
with  the  maxims  and  practices  that  then  prevailed :  I 
say,  it  is  a  little  hard  toat  tiie  vilest  mercenaries  should 
be  countenanced,  preferred,  rewarded,  for  discharging 
their  brutalities  against  men  of  honour  only  upon  a 
bore  conjecture. 

If  it  should  happen  that  these  profligates  have  attacked 
an  innocent  person,  I  ask,  what  satisfaction  can  their 
hirers  give  in  return  1  Not  all  the  wealth  raked  together 
by  tlte  most  corrupt,  rapacious  ministers,  in  the  longest 
course  of  unl  imited  power,  would  be  sufficient  to  atone 
for  the  hundredth  part  of  such  an  injury. 

In  the  common  way  of  thinking,  it  is  a  situation 
sufficient  in  all  conscience  to  satisfy  a  reasonable  ambi- 
tion, for  a  private  person  to  command  the  laws,  the 
forces,  the  revenues  of  a  great  kingdom ;  to  reward  and 
advance  his  followers  and  flatterers  as  he  pleases ;  and 
to  keep  his  enemies  (real  or  imaginary)  in  the  dust. 
In  sucli  an  exaltation,  why  should  he  be  at  the  trouble 
to  make  use  of  fools  to  sound  his  praises,  (because  I 
always  thought  the  lion  was  hard  set  when  he  chose 
the  ass  for  his  trumpeter,)  or  knaves  to  revenge  his  quar- 
rel at  the  expense  of  innocent  men's  reputations  ? 

With  all  those  advantages,  I  cannot  see  why  persons 
in  the  height  of  power  should  be  under  the  least  con- 
cern on  account  of  ^eir  reputatioii,  for  which  they 
have  no  manner  of  use ;  or  to  ruin  that  of  others,  which 
may  perhaps  be  the  onlv  possession  their  enemies  have 
left  them.  Supposirtg  times  of  corruption,  which  I  am 
very  far  from  doing ;  if  a  writer  displays  them  in  their 
proper  colours,  does  be  do  anything  worse  than  sending 
customers  to  the  shopf    **  Here  only,  at  the  sign  of  tlie 
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Brasen  Head,  ue  to  be  sold  placeiaiid  peniioiu :  bewaie 
of  couuterfeits,  and  take  caie  of  mutaJung  the  door.'* 

For  my  own  part,  I  think  it  very  unnecessary  to  give 
the  character  of  a  great  minister  in  the  folneis  of  his 
power,  because  it  is  a  thiug  that  naturally  does  itself, 
and  is  obvious  to  the  eyes  of  all  mankind ;  for  his  per- 
sonal qualities  are  all  derived  into  the  most  minute 
parts  of  his  administration.  If  this  be  just,  prudent, 
regular,  impartial,  intent  upon  the  public  good,  pre- 
pared for  present  exigencies,  and  provident  of  the 
ratuze ;  such  is  the  director  himself,  in  his  private  capa- 
city: if  it  be  rapacious,  insolent,  partial,  palliating 
long  and  deep  HimyuMw  of  the  public  with  empirical 
remedies,  false,  disguised,  impudent,  malicious,  revenge- 
ful ;  you  shall  infallibly  find  the  private  life  of  the 
conductor  to  answer  in  every  point ;  nay,  what  is  more, 
every  twuige  of  the  gout  or  gravel  will  be  felt  in  their 
Minsequences  by  the  community ;  as  the  thief-catcher, 
ui)on  viewing  a  house  broke  open,  could  immediately 
distinguish,  from  the  manner  of.  the  workmanship,  by 
what  hand  it  was  done. 

It  is  hard  to  form  a  maxim  against  which  an  excep- 
tion is  not  ready  to  start  up  j  so,  in  the  present  case, 
where  the  minister  grows  enormously  rich,  the  public  is 
proportionably  poor :  as  in  a  private  family,  the  steward 
always  thrives  the  fattest  when  his  lord  is  running 
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THE  ANSWER  OF  THE 
RIGHT  HON.  WILLIAM  PULTENEY 

TO  TUB 

RIGHT  HON.  SIR  ROBERT  WALPOLE. 

(written  by  the  dean  op  ST.  PATRICK^S.) 

October  15. 1780. 
6iji,-^A  pamphlet  was  lately  sent  me,  entitled  **X 
letter  from  the  Right  Honourable  Sir  R.  W.  to  the  Right 
Honourable  W.  P.,  occasioned  by  the  late  Invectives 
on  the  King,  her  Majesty,  and  all  the  Royal  Family." 
By  these  initial  letters  of  our  names,  the  world  is  to 
understand  that  you  and  I  must  be  meant.  Although 
the  letter  seems  to  require  an  answer,  yet  because  it 
appears  to  be  written  rather  in  the  style  and  manner 
used  by  some  of  your  pensioners  than  your  own,  I 
shall  allow  you  the  liberty  to  think  the  same  of  Uiis 
answer,  and  leave  the  pubUc  to  determine  which  of  the 
two  actors  can  better  personate  their  principals.  That 
frigid  and  fustian  way  of  haranguing,  wherewith  your 
repiesenter  begins,  continues,  and  ends  his  declamation, 
I  shall  leave  to  the  critics  in  eloquence  and  propriety 
to  descant  on,  because  it  adds  nothing  to  the  weight 
of  your  accusations,  nor  will  my  defence  be  one  grain 
the  better  by  exposing  its  puerilities. 

I  shall  therefore  only  remark,  upon  this  particular, 
that  the  frauda  and  corruptions  in  most  other  arts  and 
sciences,  as  law,  physic,  (I  ataJl  proceed  no  further,) 
are  usually  much  more  plausibly  defended  than  in 
that  of  politics }  whether  it  be  that,  by  a  kind  of  fatality, 
the  vindication  of  a  cormpt  minister  is  always  left  to 
the  management  of  the  meanest  and  most  prostitute 
writers,  or,  whether  it  be  that  the  e£Gects  of  a  wicked 
or  unskilful  adminittration  are  mcnre  public,  visible, 
pernicious,  and  univenal;  whereas  the  mistakes  in 
other  sdences  are  often  matters  that  affect  only  specu* 
lation;,  or  at  worst,  the  bad  consequences  f^dl  upon 
few  and  private  persons.  A  nation  is  quickly  sensible 
of  the  miseries  it  feels,  and  little  comforted  by  know- 
ing what  account  it  turns  to  by  the  wealth,  the  power, 
the  honours  conferred  on  those  who  sit  at  the  helm,  or 
the  salaries  paid  to  their  penmen,  while  the  body  of 
the  people  is  sunk  into  poverty  and  despair.  A  French- 
man in  his  wooden  shoes  may,  from  the  vanity  of  his 
nation  and  the  constitution  of  that  government,  conceive 


some  imaginary  pleasure  in  boasting  the  giandsai  of 
his  monarch  in  the  midst  of  his  own  slavery  i  but  a 
freebom  Englishman,  with  all  his  loyalty,  can  fiud 
little  satisfaction  at  a  minister  ovogrown  in  weslth  aud 
power  from  the  lowest  degree  of  want  ^fld  contetDpt, 
when  that  power  or  wealth  is  drawn  from  the  boveli 
and  blood  of  the  nation,  for  which  every  fellow^fubjcct 
is  a  sufferer,  except  the  great  man  himself,  hia  fiumlj, 
and  his  pensioners ;  I  mean  such  a  minister  (if  tboe 
has  ever  been  such  a  one)  whose  whole  manageme&t 
has  been  a  continued  link  of  ignorance,  blusdeo,  ud 
mistakes  in  every  article,  besides  that  of  eniichiag  aoEl 
aggrandiring  himself. 

For  these  reasons,  the  faults  of  men  who  ate  mti 
trusted  in  public  business  are^  of  all  others,  tbe  mcfi 
difficult  to  be  defended.  A  man  may  be  perwaded 
into  a  wrong  opinion,  wherein  he  has  amall  oncen; 
but  no  oratory  can  have  the  power  over  a  sober  oas 
against  the  conviction  of  his  own  senses ;  and  tboeCsrc, 
as  I  take  it,  the  money  thrown  away  on  such  sdvooia 
might  be  mora  prudently  spared,  and  kejai  in  stub  a 
ministers  own  pocket,  than  lavished  in  hinng aeGq»- 
ration  of  pampmeteen  to  defend  hia  candact,8Ddpnn 
a  kingdom  to  be  flourishing  in  trade  and  wealtb,  vbich 
every  particular  subject  (except  thoae  few  abtuly 
exG€^)ted)  can  lawfully  swear,  Bad  by  dear  expaiaooc 
knows,  to  be  a  falsdu)od> 

Give  me  leave,  noble  ur,  in  the  way  of  aigoatftf, 
to  suppose  this  to  be  your  ease :  could  you,  in  gW 
conscience  or  moral  justice,  chide  your  paper-adTocala 
for  their  ill  success  in  persuading  the  world  sgaiitf 
manifest  demonstration  f  Their  miacarriage  ii  oviog 
alas!  to  want  of  matter.  Should  we  allow  tbem  to  U 
masters  of  wit,  raillery,  or  Iraming,  yet  tbe  cabjcd 
would  not  admit  them  to  exercise  thnr  tslenti ;  od 
consequently  they  can  have  no  reoouxse  bat  to  ioft 
dence,  lying,  and  scurrility. 

I  muA  confess,  that  the  author  of  your  letter  to  lot 
has  eanied  this  last  qualification  to  a  greater  hoj^ 
tlian  any  of  his  fellows ;  but  he  has^  in  my  o^f^s 
failed  a  little  in  point  of  politeness^  from  the  (viguai 
which  he  affects  to  imitate.  If  I  should  say  to  apcos^ 
minister,  '*Sir,  you  have  sufficiently  novided  lbs 
Dunkirk  should  be  absolutely  demolished  and  ii0«f 
repaired ;  you  took  t^e  best  advantages  of  a  Ion;  ud 
general  peace  to  discharge  the  immense  debts  vS  ^ 
nation ;  you  did  wonders  with  the  fleet;  you  made  the 
Spaniards  submit  to  our  quiet  poasession  of  Gibralo^ 
and  Port  Mahon ;  you  never  enriched  yonnelf  usl 
fiunily  at  the  expense  of  the  public"'— -Sach  ii  t^ 
style  of  your  supposed  letter ;  which,  howerer,  if  ^ 
am  well  informed,  by  no  means  comes  op  to  tk 
refinements  of  a  fishwife  at  Billingsgate.  *^^^ 
never  had  a  bastard  by  Tom  the  waterman ;  yon  nev^' 
stole  a  silver  tankard ;  you  were  never  whipped  at  the 
cart  s  tail." 

In  the  title  of  your  letter,  it  is  said  to  be  "^  wxm^ 
by  the  late  invectives  on  the  king,  her  majesty,  andiu 
the  royid  family ;"  and  the  whole  contoiti  of  the  lar* 
(stripped  from  yoiu  doquence)  go  on  upon  a  ^f^" 
sition  affectedly  serious,  that  their  majesties  sud  ^^ 
whole  royal  family  have  been  lately  bittalf  s°^ 
publicly  inveighed  against^  in  the  most  enoimous  sn|| 
treasonable  manner.  Now,  being  a  man,  as  you  vdi 
know,  altogether  out  of  business,  I  do  sometunei  l"^ 
an  hour  in  reading  a  few  of  those  controversial  pa^ 
upon  politics,  which  have  succeeded  for  some  yean  F^ 
to  the  polemical  tracts  between  Whig  and  Tory  i^ 
in  thU  kind  of  reading,  (if  it  may  deserve  to ]»» 
called,)  although  1  have  been  often  but  little  cd>^ 
or  entertained,  yet  has  it  given  me  occasion  ^  "^^ 
some  observations.  First,  1  have  observed,  that  bo»«^*' 
men  may  sincerely  agree  in  all  tf  le  bianebcs  of  the  1^ 
Church  principle,  in  a  tenderness  for  disaentcn  ^^^ 
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kind,  in  a  paiftct  obhonence  of  popery  and  the  pieten- 
dcTf  awi  in  the  moft  firm  adherence  to  the  Ph)tettant 
lurceaioo  in  the  royal  houie  of  Hanover,  yet  plenty 
of  matter  may  ariae  to  kindle  their  onimoiitiee  against 
euh  otbtf,  iom  the  various  infirmitiea,  folliet,  and 
ricif  inherent  in  mankind. 

Secondly,  I  obeerred,  that  although  the  vulgar 
repneeh,  which  ch«g«t  the  quarreU  between  miniaten 
tofi  tbeir  oppoKB  to  be  only  a  contention  for  power 
iMtween  tboae  who  are  in  and  thoee  who  would  be  in 
if  they  eoald;  yet,  aa  long  aa  thia  proceeds  no  further 
thin  a  aeaflfe  of  ambition  among  a  few  perwna,  it  ia 
only  a  matter  of  cooite,  whereby  the  iiublic  u  little 
kflVctcd.  But,  when  oorruptiona  are  plain,  open,  and 
Dodiiiniiied,  both  in  their  cauice  and  effecta,  to  the 
huanl  of  a  nation's  ruin,  and  so  declared  by  all  the 
principal  persons  and  the  bulk  of  the  people,  those 
only  eieepled  who  arc  gainers  by  those  corruptions ; 
and  vhn  moh  ministers  are  forced  to  fly  for  shelter  to 
the  thmot,  with  a  complaint  of  diaaffection  to  majeatv 
a^aioit  all  who  durst  dislike  their  administration ;  such 
a  gmenl  disposition  in  the  minds  of  men  cannot,  I 
tbink.  by  sny  rules  of  reason  be  called  **  the  clamour 
'fafev  diiaffected  inoendiarica"  grasping  after  power. 
It  is  tiae  true  voice  of  the  people,  whidi  must,  and 
vill  at  tsit,  be  beard,  or  produoe  consequences  that  I 
^ur  not  mention. 

I  bars  observed,  thirdly,  that  among  all  the  offensive 
priated  papsn  which  have  come  to  my  hand,  whether 
fmlor  nd,  the  writexs  have  tsken  particular  pains  to 
ftlebrats  the  vittnee  of  our  excellent  king  and  queen, 
mn  vhere  these  were,  strictly  speaking,  no  part  of  the 
»^Kt\  nor  can  it  b«  properly  objected  that  such  a 
[■weeding  was  only  a  blind  to  cover  their  malice 
tovani  yon  and  your  assistants;  because,  to  affront 
tbe  king,  queen,  or  the  royal  family,  as  it  would  be 
iirwtly  opposite  to  tlie  principles  that  those  kind  of 
vriim  hare  always  professed,  so  it  would  destroy  the 
*vry  end  they  have  m  pursuit  And  it  is  somewhat 
itoMfkable,  thai  tlioee  very  writers  against  you  and 
tbe  R^ment  you  conmand,  are  such  as  most  distinguish 
'hrmsFlfei  upon  all,  or  upon  no  occasions,  by  their 
(w»i^ncs  on  their  prince ;  and,  as  all  of  them  do  this 
•tdiout  favour  or  hire,  so  some  oi  them  continue  the 
umepnctice  under  the  severest  prosecution  by  you 
and  joOT  janisaries. 

Vou  leem  to  know,  or  at  least  very  strongly  to  con- 
fttniv,  who  those  persons  are  that  give  you  so  much 
*«^ly  disquiet.  i¥ill  you  dare  to  assert  that  any  of 
^«>e  are  Jacobites,  endeavour  to  alienate  the  hearti  of 
tiy  people,  to  defame  the  prince,  and  tlien  dethrone 
i^im,  (for  these  are  your  expressions,)  and  that  I  am 
iW  patrao,  their  bulwark,  tbeir  hope,  and  their  refuge  f 
Cui  yoa  think  I  will  descend  to  vindicate  myaelf 
^ut  an  aapcrsaon  so  absurd!  Qod  be  thanked,  we 
iute  bad  many  a  change  of  miniatry  without  changing 
0v  prince;  for,  if  it  had  been  otherwiae,  perhaps 
i*Tulutioiia  mi^t  have  been  more  frequent.  Heaven 
^biil  that  the  welfere  of  a  great  kingdom,  and  of  a 
Iff  e  people,  should  be  trusted  with  the  thread  of  a 
■iofle  eabjects  life ;  for  I  suppose  it  is  not  yet  in  your 
Ti«v  to  entail  the  ministryship  in  your  family.  Thus 
1  bopt  we  may  live  to  see  different  ministers  and  dif- 
|^*«at  ncasors^  without  any  danger  to  the  succession 
^  the  royal  X*ratestant  line  of  Hanover. 

Voa  sre  pkased  to  advance  a  topic  which  I  could 
"'Vff  bsartuy  approve  of  in  any  party,  although  they 
barf  each  b  their  turn  advanced  it,  while  they  bad  the 


••i|criority.  You  tell  us  it  is  hard  that,  while  every 
T«i«ate  man  sh^  have  the  liberty  to  choose  what  ser^ 
^>t  be  pleases,  the  same  privilege  should  be  refused 
<»  s  king.  Tlds  assertion,  crudely  underrtood,  can 
^^■v^y  be  snpportsd.  If  by  servants  be  only  meant 
*^  who  ass  poidy  menial,  who  provide  for  their 


master  s  food  and  clothing,  or  for  the  convenience  and 
splendour  of  his  family,  the  point  is  not  worth  de- 
bating. But,  the  bad  or  good  choice  of  a  chancellor, 
a  secretary,  an  ambassador,  a  treasurer,  and  many 
other  officers,  is  of  very  high  consequence  to  the  whole 
kingdom :  so  is  likewise  that  amphibious  race  of 
courtiers  between  servants  and  ministers ;  such  as  the 
steward,  chamberlain,  treasurer  of  the  household,  and 
the  like,  being  all  of  the  privy  council,  and  some  of 
the  cabinet ;  who,  according  to  their  talents,  their  prin- 
ciples,  and  their  degree  of  favour,  may  be  great  instni- 
ments  of  good  or  evil,  both  to  the  subject  and  the 
prince ;  so  that  the  parallel  is  by  no  means  adequate 
between  a  prince's  court  and  a  private  family.  And 
yet,  if  an  insolent  footman  be  troublesome  in  the 
neighbourhood;  if  he  breaks  the  people*s  windows, 
insults  their  servants,  breaks  into  other  folks^  houses  to 
pilfer  what  he  can  find,  although  he  belong  to  a  duke, 
and  be  a  favourite  in  his  station  ;  yet  those  who  are 
injured  may,  without  just  offence,  complain  to  bis  lord, 
and,  for  want  of  redress,  get  a  warrant  to  send  him  to 
the  stocks,  to  Bridewell,  or  to  Newgate,  according  to  the 
nature  and  degree  of  his  delinquencies.  Thus  the  ser- 
vants of  the  prince,  whether  menial  or  otherwise,  if  they 
be  of  his  council,  are  subject  to  the  inquiries  and  pro- 
secutions of  the  great  council  of  the  nation,  even  as  far 
as  to  capital  punishment ;  and  so  must  ever  be  in  our 
constitution,  till  a  minister  can  procure  a  majority  even 
of  that  council  to  shelter  him ;  which  I  am  sure  you 
will  allow  to  be  a  desperate  crisis^  under  any  party  of 
the  most  plausible  denomination. 

The  oxuy  instance  you  produce,  or  rather  insinuate^ 
to  prove  Uie  late  invectives  against  the  king,  queen, 
and  royal  family,  is  drawn  from  that  deduction  of  the 
English  history  published,  in  several  papers,  by  the 
"  Craftsman  ;*^  wherein  are  shown  the  bod  consequences 
to  the  public,  as  well  as  to  the  prince,  from  the  prac- 
tices of  evil  ministers  in  most  reigns,  and  at  several 
periods,  when  the  throne  was  filled  by  wise  monarcbs 
as  well  as  by  weak.  This  deduction,  therefait>,  cannot 
reasonably  give  the  least  offence  to  a  British  king,  when 
he  shall  observe  that  the  greatest  and  ablest  of  his  pre- 
decessors, by  their  own  candour,  by  a  particular  junc- 
ture of  affairs,  or  by  the  general  inHrmity  of  human 
nature,  have  sometimes  put  too  much  trust  m  confident, 
insinuating,  and  avaricious  ministers. 

Wisdom,  attended  by  virtue  and  a  generous  nature, 
is  notunadt  to  be  imposed  on.  Thus  Hilton  describes 
Uriel,  '*tne  sharpest-sighted  spirit  in  heaven,"  and 
''regent  of  the  sun,**  deceived  by  the  dissimulation 
and  flattery  of  the  devil,  for  which  the  poet  gives  a 
philosophical  reason,  but  needless  here  to  quote.  Is 
anything  more  common,  or  more  useful,  than  to  caution 
wise  men  in  hiffh  stations  against  putting  too  much 
trust  in  undertaking  servanta,  cringing  flatterers,  or 
designing  friends  f  Since  the  Asiatic  custom  of 
governing  by  prime-ministers  has  prevailed  in  so  many 
courts  of  Europe,  how  careful  should  every  prince  be 
in  the  choice  of  the  person  on  whom  ro  great  a  trust  is 
devolved,  whereon  depend  the  safety  and  welfare  of 
himself  and  all  his  stibjects !  Queen  Elisabeth,  whose 
administration  is  frequently  quoted  as  the  best  pattern 
for  English  princes  to  follow,  could  not  resist  the 
artifices  of  the  earl  of  Leicester;  who,  although  uni- 
versally allowed  to  be  the  most  ambitious,  insolent, 
and  cormpt  perron  of  his  age,  was  yet  her  greatest  and 
almost  her  only  favourite  (h^*  religion  indeed  being 
partly  puritan,  and  partly  infidel,  might  have  better 
tallied  with  present  times) ;  yet  this  wise  queen  would 
never  suffer  tlie  openest  enemies  of  that  overgrown  lord 
to  be  sacrificed  to  his  vengeance ;  nor  durst  he  charge 
them  with  a  design  of  introducing  popery,  or  tli« 
Spanish  pretender. 

How  many  great  families  do  we  all  know,  whost 


432 


MR.  PULTENEVS  ANSWER  TO  SIR  ROBERT  WALPOLE. 


masters  have  pasted  for  persons  of  gooil  abilities  during 
tbe  whole  course  of  their  lives,  and  yet  the  greatest 
port  of  whose  estates  have  sunk  in  the  hands  of  their 
stewards  and  receivers;  their  revenues  paid  them  in 
scantj  portions,  at  large  discount,  and  treble  interest, 
though  they  did  not  know  it ;  while  the  tenants  were 
daily  racked,  and  at  the  same  time  accused  to  their 
laniUords  of  insolvency.  Of  this  species  are  such 
managers,  who,  like  honest  Peter  Waters,  pretend  to 
clear  an  estate,  keep  the  owner  pennyless,  and  after 
seven  years  leave  him  five  times  more  in  debt,  while 
they  sink  half  a  plum  into  their  own  pockets. 

Those  who  think  tliemselves  concerned,  may  give 
you  thanks  for  that  gracious  liberty  you  are  pleased  to 
allow  them  of  '*  taking  vengeance  on  the  ministeni,  and 
there  shooting  their  envenomed  arrows."  As  to  myself, 
I  neither  owe  you  vengeance,  nor  make  use  of  such 
weapons :  but  it  is  your  weakness,  or  ill  fortune,  or 
perhaps  the  fiiult  of  your  constitution,  to  convert 
wholesome  remedies  into  poison ;  for  you  have  received 
better  and  more  frequent  instructions  than  any  minister 
of  your  age  and  country,  if  Grod  had  given  you  the 
grace  to  apply  them. 

I  dare  promise  you  the  thanks  of  half  the  kingdom, 
if  you  please  to  poform  the  promise  you  have  made  of 
sufferii^  the  ''Craftsman^'and  company,or  whatever  other 
infamous  wretches  and  execrable  villains  you  mean,  to 
take  their  vengeance  only  on  your  own  sacred  ministerial 
person,  without  bringing  any  of  your  brethren,  much 
less  the  most  remote  branch  of  the  royal  family,  into  die 
debate.  This  generous  offer  I  suspected  from  the  first, 
because  there  were  never  heard  of  so  many,  so  unneces- 
sary, and  so  severe  prosecutions  as  you  have  promoted 
during  your  ministi^,  in  a  kingdom  where  the  liberty 
of  the  press  is  so  much  pretended  to  be  allowed.  But  in 
reading  a  page  or  two,  I  found  you  thought  it  proper 
to  explain  away  your  grant;  for  there  you  tell  ns,  that 
"  these  miscreants  "  (meaning  the  writers  against  you) 
**  are  to  remember,  that  the  laws  have  abundantly 
LESS  generous,  less  mild  and  merciful  sentiments,**  than 
yourself;  and  into  their  secular  hands  the  poor  authors 
must  be  delivered  to  fines,  prisons,  pillories,  whippings. 


and  the  gallows.  Thus  your  promise  of  impunity,  which 
began  somewhat  jesniticoily,  concludes  with  tbe  merer 
of  a  Spanish  inquisitor. 

If  it  should  so  happen  that  I  am  neither  abettor, 
patron,  protector,  nor  supporter  of  these  imagiovr 
invectives  **  against  the  king,  her  majesty,  or  snj  nf 
the  royal  family,"  I  desire  to  know  what  satisfacHon  I 
am  to  get  iVom  you,  or  the  creature  you  emnlojed  io 
writing  the  libel  which  I  am  now  answering;!    Itvili 
be  no  excuse  to  say,  that  I  differ  from  you  ia  erfry 
particular  of  your  political  reason  and  practice;  hi- 
cause  that  will  be  to  load  the  best,  the  soundeat,  ind 
most  numerous  part  of  the  kingdom  with  the  denomi- 
nations you  are  pleased  to  bestow  upon  me,  that  ihj 
are  **  Jacobites,  wicked  miscreants,  infamous  wntdcs, 
execrable  villains,  and  defamers  of  the  king,  qoea, 
and  all  the  royal  family,"  and  **  guilty  of  high  treasoB.' 
You  cannot  know  my  style;  but  I  can  easily  hKW 
your  works,  which  are  performed  in  the  sight  of  tix 
sun.    Your  good  inclinations  are  visible;  bat  I  htfk 
to  doubt  the  strength  of  your  credit  even  at  eomt,  ttot 
you  have  not  power  to  make  his  majesty  believe  tm 
the  noson  which  you  represent  in  your  libel;  ai  wca 
infallibly  you  have    often  attempted,  and  in  m, 
because  I  must  otherwise  have  found  it  by  the  suib 
of  his  royal  displeasure.    However,  to  be  angry  vi^ 
you,  to  whom  I  am  indebted  for  the  greatest  oblifa- 
tion  I  could  possibly  receive,  would  be  the  biyhot 
ingratitude.     It  is  to  you  I  owe  that  reputation  I  bi^e 
acquired  for  some  yean  past  of  being  a  lofcrof  n^ 
coimtry  and  its  constitution  :  to  too  I  owe  the  litxh 
and  scurrilities  conferred  upon  me  by  the  worst  of  no. 
and  consequently  some  degree  of  esteem  and  friend^ 
from  the  best     From  you  I  learned  the  skill  of  diitio- 
guishing  between  a  patriot  and  plondeier  of  hit  oooo- 
try :  and  from  you  I  hope  in  time  to  acquiie  tbr 
knowledge  of  being  a  loyal,  faidiftil,  and  useful srtui 
to  the  bnt  of  princes,  king  Geoi^ge  II. ;  and  dierpfcff 
I  can  conclude,  by  your  example,  but  with  grealR 
truth,  that  I  am  not  only  with  humble  submiaiao  aafd 
respect,   but  with   infinite  gratitude,  sir,  your  lu* 
obedient  and  obliged  servant^  W.  Pultsxet. 
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"  In  a  series  of  Camiliar  IMters  between  the  same  fHends  for 
thirty  yean,  ttieir  whole  life,  as  it  ift-ere,  paa«es  in  review  before 
Ufl ;  we  live  with  them,  we  hear  them  talk,  we  mark  tbe  vigour 
of  life,  the  ardour  of  expectation,  tlic  hurry  of  bnaineaa,  the 
jollity  of  their  social  meetiuip.  and  the  sport  of  thf  ir  fimcy  iu 
the  sweet  intervals  of  leisure  and  retirement ;  we  see  the  scene 
gradually  change;  hope  and  expectation  are  at  an  end:  they 
regret  pieamres  that  are  past,  and  fritaidi  that  ere  dead;  they 
oomplain  of  disappointment  and  infirmity ;  they  are  conscious 
that  the  sands  or  life  which  remain  are  few ;  and  while  we 
hear  them  regret  the  aporoaeh  of  the  last,  it  falls,  and  we  lose 
them  in  the  grave.  Socli  as  they  were  we  feel  ourselves  to  lie ; 
we  are  oonscious  to  sentiments,  connections,  and  situations  like 
theirs ;  we  And  ourselves  in  the  Mme  path,  urged  forward  by 
tlie  lame  neoeeiity.  and  the  parallel  iu  what  has  been  la  carried 
on  with  ittch  force  to  what  ahall  be.  that  the  ftituie  almost  be- 
comes present,  and  we  wonder  at  tbe  new  power  of  those  truths, 
of  whixm  we  never  doubted  the  reality  and  importance. 

*'  Tliew  letters  will  therefore  oontrlbute  to  whatever  good  may 
be  hoped  ftrom  a  Just  estimate  of  life;  and  for  that  reason,  if 
for  no  other,  are  by  no  means  unworthy  the  attention  of  the 
publie."  lUwKXHWOBTU. 

TO  THE  REV.  JOHN  KENDALL.* 

Moor-park,  Febrtiary  11,  1S91. 
Sib, — If  anything  made  me  wonder  at  your  letter,  it  was 
your  almost  inviting  me  to  do  so  in  tfie  beginning, 
which,  indeed,  grew  less  upon  knowing  the  occasion ; 
since  it  is  what  I  have  heard  from  more  than  one  in 
s  Vicar  of  Thornton  in  Leicestershire. 


and  about  Leicester.  And  for  the  friendship  brtvAS 
us,  OS  I  suppose  yours  to  be  real,  so  I  think  it  vonUW 
proper  to  imagine  mine,  until  you  find  any  cau«  u 
believe  it  pretended ;  though  I  might  have  some  quA^ 
rel  at  you  in  three  or  four  lines,  which  are  tctt  i^l 
bestowed  in  complimenting  me.  And  as  to  thst  oi^J 
great  prospects  of  making  my  fortune,  on  which  •« 
your  Kindness  only  looks  on  the  best  side,  so  my  ovu 
cold  temper  and  unconflned  humour  is  a  ft\a(i 
greater  hmderance  than  any  fear  of  that  which  u  tlw 
subject  of  your  letter.  I  shall  tpeak  plainly  to  Tt>«i 
that  the  very  ordinary  observations  I  made  with  gnv< 
half  a  mile  beyond  the  university,  have  taagfat  ine<?i- 
perience  enough  not  to  think  of  marriage  till  I  i^^k 
my  fortune  in  the  world,  which  I  am  sure  will  net  ^ 
in  some  years ;  and  even  then  itself,  I  am  so  hsrd  (•> 
please,  that  I  suppose  I  shall  put  it  off  to  th«  otbrf 
world.  How  all  that  suits  with  my  behaviour  (o  tb 
woman  in  hand  you  may  easily  imagine,  wh^a  J*^ 
know  that  tliere  is  sometliing  in  me  which  must  U 
employed,  and  when  I  am  alone  turns  all,  f«  va^t  •/ 
practice,  into  speculation  and  thought ;  insomuch,  (hit 
these  seven  weeks  I  have  been  here,  I  have  «nt  v^ 
burnt,  and  writ  again  upon  all  manner  ufsuiij^<«> 
more  than  perliaps  any  miui  in  England.    And  tht> » 
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it  which  a  penoo  of  great  honour  in  Ireland  (who  wai 
pleaied  to  stoop  «o  low  as  to  look  into  my  mind)  lued 
tn  tell  me,  that  my  mind  wae  like  a  conjured  gpirit, 
that  would  do  miichief  if  I  would  not  give  it  employ- 
juaL    It  it  thii  humour  that  makes  me  busy  when  I 
im  in  company,  to  turn  all  that  way ;  and  since  it 
eoTDmonl^  ends  in  talk,  whether  it  be  lore  or  common 
foorenation,  it  is  all  alike.     This  is  so  common,  that 
I  could  remember  twenty  women  in  my  life  to  whom 
I  have  behaved  myself  just  the  same  way ;  and,  I  pro- 
ien,  without  any  other  design  than  that  of  entertaining 
m/ftflf  when  I  am  very  idle,  or  when  something  goes 
imia  m  my  adfairs.     This  I  always  hawe  done  as  a 
man  of  the  world,  when  I  had  no  design  for  anything 
pave  in  it,  and  what  I  thought  at  worst  a  harmless 
impertinence ;  but,  whenever  I  begin  to  take  sober  re- 
■ulutioM,  or,  as  now,  to  think  of  entering  into  the  church, 
I  never  fuond  it  wwild  be  hajrd  to  put  off  this  kind  of 
folly  at  the  poich.     Besides,  perhaps  in  so  general  a 
coQveimtion  among  that  sex,  I  might  pretend  a  little  to 
(UMentaad  where  I  am  when  I  am  going  to  choose  for 
a  wife;  sod  though  the  cunning  sharper  of  the  town 
nuf  have  a  cheat  put  on  him,  yet  it  must  be  clean> 
lier  carried  than  this  which  you  think  I  am  going  to 
top  upoo  mywlf.    And  truly,  if  you  knew  how  meta- 
pbpical  I  am  that  way,  you  would  little  fear  I  should 
roitote  on  one  who  has  given  so  much  occasion  to 
tMgfm:  for,  though  the  people  is  a  lying  sort  of  a 
hoit,  (and  I  think  in  Leicester  above  all  parts  that  I 
ever  waa  in,)  yet  they  seldom  talk  without  some  glimpse 
of  a  reaaoQ,  which  I  declare  (so  unpardonably  jealous 
1  am  •  to  be  a  sufRcient  cause  for  me  to  hate  any  wo* 
Biau  any  further  than  a  bare  acquaiiitance.    Among 
all  the  young  gentlemen  that  I  luive  known  who  have 
raued  themselves  bw  marrying,  (which  I  assure  you  is 
a  grtal  aomber,)  I  have  made  this  general  rule,  that 
they  are  either  young,  raw,  and  ignorant  scholars,  who, 
(r  want  of  knowing  company,  believe  every  silk  petti- 
coat inclodes  an  angel ;  or  else  these  have  been  a  sort 
ef  Unest  young  men,  who  perhaps  are  too  literal  in 
wiwr  marrying  than  burning,  and  entail  a  misefy  on 
thfmielvea  and  posterity  by  an  overacting  modesty.  I 
tbiok  I  am  very  lar  excluded  firom  listing  under  either 
f'f  tiMw  heads.    I  confess  I  have  known  one  or  two  men 
t^finae  enough,  who,  inclined  to  frolics,  have  married 
<ntl  ruined  diemaelvee  out  of  a  maggot ;  but  a  thou- 
uihI  hoQiehold  thoughts,  which  always  drive  matrimony 
nit  of  my  mind  whenever  it  chances  to  come  there, 
*-n.  I  am  sure,  frighten  me  from  that;  besides  that  I 
CO  tiaturdly  temperate,  and  never  engaged  in  the  con- 
^.  which  usually  produces  those  effects.      Your 
«'•»'«  at  particuW  stories  I  do  not  understand ;  and 
bif  iri^  never  heard  them  but  so  hinted,  thought  it  pro- 
>r  to  jire  you  this,  to  show  you  how  I  thank  you  for 
'•  >  ur  reiprd  of  me ;  and  I  hope  my  carriage  will  be  so 
*^  roy  friends  need  not  be  ashamed  of  the  name.     I 
<  '"ilrj  not  have  behaved  myself  after  that  manner  I  did 
>  >  I^ic^^cr  if  1  had  not  v^ued  my  own  entertainment 
<^viiid  the  obloquy  of  a  parcel  of  very  wretched  fools, 
'  'i<^  I  iolerauly  pronounce  the  inhabitants  of  I^eices- 
'Ttibej  and  sol  contented  myself  with  retaliation. 
I  iiipr  you  will  forgive  this  trouble ;  and  so,  with  my 
"  '^  •rt:  ta  yuur  good  wife,  1  am,  good  cousin,  your  very 
Ailrttitfuatc  friend  and  servant,        Jonathan  Swift. 

TO  THE  ATHENIAN  SOCIETY. 

t'^tlTTKX    TO    INTRODUCB     TRB   OOB     TO    THB   ATBB- 

MIAN   80CXBTY.] 

Moor-pttk.  Febmary.  14. 1691. 
^'  ">  TLBMBK, — since  evervbod3r  pretends  to  trouble  you 
^  'h  tlieir  follies,  1  thought  I  might  claim  the  privilege 
'  ^ i-'i  Kitgliiiunau,  and  nut  iu  my  share  among  thereat. 
Itetn^  laut  year  in  Ireland,  (from  wheuce  I  retume«l 
^smthdlf  A  year  ago,)  I  heard  only  a  loose  talk  of 
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your  society,  and  believed  the  design  to  be  only  some 
new  folly  just  suitable  to  the  age,  which,  God  knows,  I 
little  expected  ever  to  produce  anything  extraordinary. 
Since  my  being  in  England,  having  still  continued  in 
the  country,  and  much  out  of  company,  I  had  but 
little  advantage  of  knowing  any  more,  tUl  about  two 
months  ago,  passing  through  Oxford,  a  very  learned  gen- 
tleman there  first  showed  me  two  or  three  of  your 
volumes,  and  gave  me  his  account  and  opinion  of  you. 
A  while  after  I  came  to  this  place,  upon  a  visit  to  sir 
William  Temple,  where  I  have  bam  ever  since,  and 
have  seen  all  the  four  volumes  with  their  supnlements; 
which  answering  my  expectation,  the  perusal  has  pro- 
duced what  you  find  enclosed. 

As  I  have  been  somewhat  inclined  to  this  folly,  so  I 
have  seldom  wanted  somebody  to  flatter  me  in  it.  And 
for  the  ode  enclosed,  I  have  sent  it  to  a  person  of  very 
great  learning  and  honour,  and  since  to  some  others,  the 
best  of  my  acquaintance  (to  which  I  thought  very  pro- 
per to  inure  it  for  a  greater  light)  ;  and  they  have  all 
been  pleased  to  tell  me  that  they  are  sure  it  will  not 
be  unwelcome,  and  that  I  should  beg  the  honour  of  you 
to  let  it  be  printed  before  your  next  volume,  (which  I 
think  is  soon  to  be  published,)  it  being  so  usual  before 
most  books  of  any  great  value  among  poets :  and  before 
its  seeing  the  world,  I  submit  it  wholly  to  the  correc- 
tion of  your  pens. 

I  entreat,  therefore,  one  of  you  would  descend  so  far 
as  to  write  two  or  three  lines  to  me  of  your  pleasure 
upon  it ;  which,  as  I  cannot  but  expect  from  gentle- 
men who  have  so  well  shown  upon  so  many  occasions^ 
that  greatest  character  of  scholars  in  being  favourable 
to  the  ignorant,  so,  I  am  sure,  noting  at  present  can 
more  highly  oblige  me,  or  maJce  me  happier.  I  am, 
gentlemen,  your  ever  most  humble  and  most  admiring 
servant,  Jonathan  Swift. 

TO  MR.  WILLIAM  SWIFT.' 

Moor-Park,  November  n,  169f . 
SiR,^My  sister  told  me  you  were  pleased  (when  she  was 
here)  to  wcmder  I  did  so  seldom  write  to  you.  I  hope 
you  have  been  so  kind  to  impute  it  neither  to  ill  manners 
nor  disrespect.  I  always  have  thought  that  sufficient 
from  one  who  has  always  been  but  too  troublesome  to 
you.  Besides,  I  know  your  aversion  to  impertinence ; 
and,  God  knows,  so  very  private  a  life  as  mine  can  fur^ 
nish  a  letter  with  little  else,  fur  I  often  am  two  or  three 
months  without  seeing  anybody  oesides  the  family ;  and 
now  my  sister  is  gone,  I  am  likely  to  be  more  solitary 
than  before.  I  am  still  to  thank  you  for  your  care  in 
my  tetiimoHwm  ;^  and  it  is  to  very  good  puqiose,  fur  I 
never  was  more  satisfied  than  in  the  behaviour  of  the 
university  of  Oxford  to  me.  I  had  all  tlie  civilities  I 
could  wish  for,  and  so  many  substantial  favours,  that  I 
am  ashamed  to  have  been  more  obliged  in  a  few  weeks 
to  strangers  than  ever  I  was  in  seven  years  to  Dublin 
College.  I  am  not  to  take  orders « till  the  king  gives 
me  a  prebend ;  and  sir  William  Temple,  though  he  pro- 
mises me  the  certainty  of  it,  yet  is  less  forward  than  I 
could  wishfd  because  (I  suppose)  he  believes  I  shall 
leave  him,*  and,  upon  some  accounts,  he  thinks  me  a 
little  necessary  to  him.'  If  I  were  affording  entertain- 
ment or  doing  you  any  satisfaction  by  my  letters,  I 
should  be  very  glad  to  perform  it  that  way,  as  I  am 
bound  to  do  it  by  all  others.     I  am  sorry  ray  fortune 

*  Uncle  of  tho  author. 

b  For  theeeriiBcat«  of  his  degree,  in  eonaequence  of  which  he 
wa«  admitted  ad  tumdem  at  Oxford,  Jane  14,  169S. 

"It  may  be  observed  from  this  pasjm;^  tliat  ho  does  not 
speak  of  going  into  the  church  as  a  point  of  news  to  his  uncle. 

^  Here  arc  the  grounds  of  a  quarrel  which  happi'ued  itetween 
him  and  sir  William  Temple  in  1694. 

•  Which  at  last  was  the  cause  of  much  anger  in  air  WUUaai 
Temple. 

f  I>r.  Swift  was  at  thii  time  employed  in  revising  air  W.  T^ia- 
plo'a  works  lur  tho  prew. 
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should  fling  me  so  far  from  the  best  of  my  relations; 
but  hope  thiett  I  shall  have  the  happiness  to  see  you 
some  time  or  other.  Pray  my  humble  service  to  my 
good  aunt,  and  the  rest  of  my  relations,  if  you  please. 

Jonathan  Swift. 


TO  MR.  DEANB  SWIFT .« 

Leiosatar,  Jane  9, 1694. 
I  BECBiTXD  your  kind  letter  to-day  from  your  sister, 
and  am  very  glad  to  find  yon  will  spare  time  from 
busineis  so  far  as  to  write  a  long  letter  to  one  you  have 
none  at  all  with  but  frioidship^  which,  as  the  world 
passes,  is  periiaps  one  of  the  idlest  things  in  it.  It  is  a 
pleasure  to  me  to  see  you  sally  out  of  your  road  and 
take  notice  of  curiosities,  of  whioh  I  am  very  glad  to 
have  part,  and  desire  you  to  set  by  some  idle  minutes 
lor  a  commerce  which  shall  ever  be  dear  to  me,  and, 
from  so  good  an  observer  as  you  may  easily  be,  cannot 
fail  of  being  useful.  I  am  sorry  to  see  so  much  supei^ 
■tition  in  a  country  so  given  to  trade ;  I  half  used  to 
think  those  two  to  be  incompatible.  Not  that  I  utterly 
dislike  your  processbns  for  rain  or  fair  weather,  which, 
as  trifling  as  they  are,  yet  have  good  effects  to  quiet 
common  heads,  and  infiue  a  gaping  devotion  among 
the  ntbUc.  But  your  burning  the  dd  woman,  unleai 
she  were  a  duenna,  I  ^all  never  be  reconciled  to; 
&ough  it  is  easily  observed  that  nations  which  have 
most  gallantry  to  tiie  young  are  ever  &e  severest  upon 
the  old.  I  have  not  Idsure  to  descant  forther  upon 
your  pleasing  letter,  nor  anything  to  return  you  from 
so  banen  a  scene  as  this,  which  I  shall  leave  in  four 
days  toward  my  journey  for  Ireland.  I  had  designed 
a  letter  to  my  cousin  Willoughby  ;^  and  the  last  favour 
he  has  done  me  t«quires  a  great  deal  of  acknowledg- 
ment ;  but  the  tiiought  of  my  sending  so  many  before 
has  made  me  believe  it  better  to  trust  you  with  deliver- 
ing my  best  tiianks  to  him,  and  that  you  wiU  endeavour 
to  persuade  him  how  extremely  sensible  of  his  goodness 
and  generosity  I  am.  I  wish  and  shall  pray  he  may 
be  as  hs^y  as  he  deserves,  and  he  cannot  be  more. 
My  mother  desires  her  best  love  to  him  and  to  you, 
with  both,  our  services  to  my  cousin  his  wife. 

I  forgot  to  tell  you  I  left  sir  William  Temple  a 
month  ago,  just  as  I  foretold  it  to  you ;  and  everything 
happened  thereupon  exactly  as  I  guessed.  He  was 
extremely  angry  I  left  him ;  and  yet  would  not  oblige 
himself  any  further  than  upon  my  good  behaviour, 
nor  would  promise  anything  firmly  to  me  at  all ;  so 
that  everybody  judged  I  did  best  to  leave  him.  I 
design  to  be  ordained  in  September  next,  and  make 
what  endeavours  I  can  for  something  in  the  church. 
I  wish  it  may  ever  lie  in  my  cousin's  way  or  yours  to 
have  interest  to  bring  me  in  chaplain  of  tne  factory. 

If  anything  oflers  from  Dublin  that  may  serve  either 
to  satisfy  or  divert  you,  I  will  not  fail  of  contributing 
and  giving  you  constant  intelligence  from  thence  of 
whatever  you  shall  desire.  I  am  your  affectionate 
cousin  and  servant,  Jonathan  Swift. 

TO  SIR  WILLIAM  TEMPLE." 

DuUin,  October  6. 1694. 
May  it  flbasb  your  Honoux, — ^That  I  might  not  con- 
tinue the  many  troubles  I  have  given  you,  I  have  all 
this  while  avoided  one  which  I  fear  proves  necessary 
at  last.  I  have  taken  all  due  methods  to  be  ordained, 
and  one  time  of  ordination  is  already  elapsed  since  my 
arrival  for  effecting  it.  Two  or  three  bishops,  ac- 
quaintance of  our  family,  have  signified  to  me  and 

■  A  cousin  of  Dr.  Swift's  then  at  Lisbon. 

^  A  cunitidersble  merchant  at  Lisbon. 

«  This  very  curious  letter  was  tmnaoribed  from  the  ori^nal; 
indoneii  by  Mrs.  Temple,  "Swift's  penitential  letter;"  copied 
by  Dr.  Shipmau,  late  fellow  of  AU-Souls  College.  Oxford,  and 
rector  of  Compton  near  Winclieeter,  who  was  a  reUtion  to  sir 
William  Temple 


them  that  after  so  long  standing  in  the  Uaivctnty,  it 
is  admired  1  have  not  entered  upCMi  something  or  other 
(above  half  &e  clergy  in  this  town  being  my  juuion  ; 
and  that,  it  being  so  many  years  since  I  left  this  kingdom, 
they  could  not  admit  me  to  the  ministry  without  some 
certificate  of  my  behaviour  where  I  lived :  and  mj 
lord  archbishop  of  Dublin  was  pleased  to  say  a  grfti 
deal  of  this  kind  to  me  yesterday ;  concluding,  agaiui 
all  I  had  to  say,  that  he  expected  I  should  have  a 
certificate  from  your  honour  of  my  cimdact  in  your 
family,  The  9eitct  I  am  in,  how  low  I  son  fsllcn  id 
your  honour's  thoughts,  has  denied  me  tagarmMJoe  eoooib 
to  beg  this  favour,  till  I  find  it  impo«ible  to  avoid: 
and  I  entreat  your  honour  to  understand,  that  n 
person  is  admitted  here  to  a  living  without  aome  kiw- 
ledge  of  his  abilities  for  it ;  which  it  being  Tedcooed  im- 
possible to  judge  in  those  who  are  not  ordained,  tbr 
usual  method  is  to  adnut  men  first  to  some  smaD 
reader's  place,  till,  by  preaching  upon  ocoasions,  tbn 
can  vabie  themselves  for  better  prefenncnt.  Thb  (vitbr 
out  great  friends)  is  so  general,  that  if  I  voe  foar- 
score  years  old  I  must  go  the  same  way,  and  should 
at  that  age  be  told  every  one  must  have  a  bcgioniBc- 
I  entreat  that  your  honour  will  consider  this^  axri  wOl 
please  to  send  me  some  certificate  of  my  behanoor 
during  almost  three  years  in  your  family ;  whcrem  I 
shall  stand  in  need  of  all  your  goodness  to  excose  m 
many  weaknesses  and  oversights,  much  more  to  ist 
anything  to  my  advantage*  The  particulars  expcctid 
of  me  are  what  relate  to  morals  and  learning,  and  iht 
reasons  of  quitting  your  honour's  ftmilj,  that  is, 
whether  the  last  was  occasioned  by  any  ill  actioDt. 
They  are  all  left  entirely  to  yoor  honoar  s  m<trr. 
though  in  the  first  I  think  I  cannot  leprosich  m}i«lf 
any  further  than  for  infirmitiu.^ 

This  is  all  I  dare  b^  at  present  from  jour  hongc:, 
under  circumstances  cS  life  not  worth  your  regard 
what  is  left  me  to  wish  (next  to  the  health  and  pm- 
perity  of  your  honour  and  family)  is,  tliat  Heam 
wotild  one  day  allow  me  the  opportunity  of  leavioi 
my  acknowle<^mento  at  your  feet  for  ao  many  fwioss 
I  have  received  ;  which,  whatever  effect  they  have  had 
upon  my  fortune,  shall  never  fail  to  have  die  gre«»s 
upon  my  mind,  in  approving  myself,  upon  all  octa- 
sions,  your  honour^s  most  obedient  and  most  dntilii] 
servant  Jonatham  Swift. 

P.S.  I  beg  my  most  humble  duty  and  aerx'iet  U 
presented  to  my  ladies,  your  honour  s  lady  and  s^sta. 
— The  ordination  is  appointed  by  die  archbUbop  ty 
the  beginning  of  November ;  so  that,  if  your  bcou«'' 
will  not  grant  this  favour  immediately,  I  feai  it  wli 
come  too  late. 


TO  VARINA.b 

April  S9>  ICK 
Madam, — ^Impatience  is  the  most  inseparable  qoallrr 
of  a  lover,  and  indeed  of  every  person  who  is  in  yo> 
suit  of  a  design  whereon  he  conceives  his  grpotf^ 
happiness  or  misery  to  depend.  It  is  the  same  thix 
in  war,  in  conrts,  and  in  common  business,  ^xf^ 
one  who  hunts  after  pleasure,  or  fiime,  or  forta;^,  ^ 
still  restless  and  uneasy  till  he  has  hunted  dt>«rD  bi< 
game ;  and  all  this  is  not  only  very  natural,  hat  pxivr- 
thing  reasonable  too;  for  a  violent  desire  is  Hffle  hit*.-' 
than  a  distemper,  and  therefore  men  are  not  to  bias- 
in  looking  after  a  cure.  I  find  myself  hugely  iiift-fTd 
with  this  malady,  and  am  easily  vain  eiicAi^^  To 
believe  it  has  some  very  good  reasons  to  excuse  tt. 
For  indeed,  in  my  case,  there  are  some  circunxstan. .-» 
which  will  admit  panlon  for  more  tlian  ordiDarr  >ii>- 
quiets.  That  dearest  object  upon  whicti  all  my  pn  »• 
pect  of  happiness  entirely  depends  is  in  perpefuJ 


Perhaps  nefloiencics  of  temper. 

Sister  to  Mr.  Waring*  Swift's  duunher-fellow 
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daqger  to  be  ranored  for  ever  from  iny  sight.  Va- 
hua's  life  if  daily  wasting ;  and  though  one  just  and 
hooourable  action  could  furnish  healtli  to  her  and 
uitt{«akable  happineas  to  ut  both,  yet  some  power  that 
Rpioct  at  human  felicity  has  that  influence  to  hold 
ber  cootinoally  doting  upon  her  cruelty,  and  me  on 
the  cause  of  it  This  fully  conTinces  me  of  what  we 
lie  told,  that  the  miseries  of  man*s  life  are  all  beaten 
rat  OD  his  own  aDvil.  Why  was  I  so  foolish  to  put 
my  hopes  and  fears  into  the  power  or  management 
of  uiotheT  ?  Liberty  is  doubtless  the  must  valuable 
bimifig  of  life ;  yet  we  are  fond  to  fling  it  away  on 
thoie  who  have  been  these  5000  years  using  us  ill. 
Philoaophy  advises  to  keep  our  desires  and  prospects 
of  happioesi  as  much  aa  we  can  in  our  own  breasts, 
Ufdiihiependent  of  any  thing  without.  He  that  sends 
them  abroad  is  likely  to  have  as  little  quiet  aa  a  mer- 
chaut  whose  stock  dependa  upon  winds,  and  waves, 
and  \ixaia,  or  upon  the  words  and  faith  of  creditors, 
evny  whit  as  dangerous  and  incanstant  as  the  other. 

1  am  a  villain  if  I  have  not  been  poring  this  half 
hour  over  the  paper,  merely  for  want  of  aomething  to 
Bjr  to  you :  or  is  it  rather  that  I  hove  lo  much  to  say 
to  70U  that  I  know  not  where  to  begin,  though  at  lait 
it'i  all  very  likely  to  be  anant  repetition  ? 

Two  itraagexs,  a  poet  and  a  beggar,  went  to  cuflb 

yertcfday  in  this  town,  which  minded  me  heartily  to 

cum  both  employments.    However,  I  am  glad  to  see 

ihott  two  trades  fall  out,  because  I  always  heard  thev 

^  b«eu  constant  cronies ;  but  what  was  best  of  all, 

Ute  poet  got  the  better,  and  kicked  the  gentleman  beg- 

pr  out  of  doocs.    This  waa  of  great  comfort  to  me,  tUl 

J  heaid  the  victor  himself  was  a  most  abominable  bad 

ihjmer,  and  as  mere  a  vagabond  beggar  as  the  other, 

vhicb  is  a  very  great  offence  (o  me ;  for  starving  is 

oincb  too  honourable  for  a  blockhead.   I  read  some  of 

i>^  venoi  printed  in  praise  of  my  lady  Don^^,  by 

«iiich  he  haa  nlainly  proved  that  Fortune  haa  ii^ured 

aios  »ud  that  he  ia  dunce  enough  to  be  worth  5000/. 

**yiv.    It  is  a  pity  he  has  not  also  the  qualiflcatioos 

|b  recomoaeod  himself  to  your  sex.     I  dare  engage  no 

'•dtei  will  hold  him  long  in  suspense  with  their  un- 

siudiiea :  one  settlement  of  separate  maintenance,  wdl 

'^powd,  would  have  more  charma  than  all  the  wit 

« t»mink  of  a  thousand  letters.    And  I  will  maintain 

''s  any  man  had  better  have  a  poor  angel  to  his  rival 

^  the  devil  himself  if  he  was  rich. 

Yon  have  now  had  tinoe  enough  to  consider  my  last 
Ittfrr,  and  to  form  your  own  resolution*  upon  it.  I 
V4it  yoor  answer  with  a  world  of  impatience ;  and  if 
fwi  think  fit  I  should  attend  you  before  my  journey, 
1  Mn  nady  to  do  it.  My  lady  Donegal  tella  me  that 
♦^  >»  fesied  my  lord.deputy  wUl  not  live  many  days ; 
^  if  that  be  so,  it  ia  possible  I  may  take  shipping 
(iQm  haM:c,  otherwise  I  shall  set  out  on  Monday  fort- 
■ucbt  for  Dublin,  and,  after  one  visit  of  leave  to  his 
aaUeocy,  hasten  to  England:  and  how  &r  you  will 
^ch  the  point  of  your  unreasonable  scruples  to  keep 
^  here  will  depend  upon  the  strengtli  of  the  love  you 
f^^OKl  for  me,  lu  short,  madam,  I  am  onoe  more 
"^"^  the  advantage  to  have  the  same  acquaintance 
*^  greaiMB  that  I  formerly  enjoyed,  and  with  better 
^f^  ^f  inlerest;  I  here  solemnly  offer  to  forego  it 
ulfor  jDur  sake.  I  desire  nothing  of  your  fortune; 
rutt  ihall  Uvs  where  and  with  whom  you  please,  till 
p/  adain  are  settled  to  your  desire :  and  in  the  mean 
imc  I  will  posh  g,y  advancement  with  all  the  eager- 
**  and  counga  imaginable^  and  do  not  doubt  to 
"Kceed. 

•Study  seven  years  for  objections  against  all  this,  and 
>J  heaven  they  will  at  last  be  no  more  than  trifles  and 
y^ih.  It  if  true  you  have  known  sickness  longer 
^  yuo  have  me,  and  therefore  perhaps  you  are  more 
Mth  to  part  with  it  aa  an  older  acqusuntance :  but  listen 


to  what  I  here  solemnly^  protest,  by  all  that  can  be 
witness  to  an  oath,  that  if  I  leave  this  kingtlom  before 
you  are  mine,  I  will  endure  the  utmost  indignities  of 
fortune  rather  than  ever  return  again,  though  the  king 
would  send  me  back  his  deputy.  And  if  it  must  be  so, 
preserve  yourself,  in  God's  name,  for  the  next  lover 
who  has  those  qualities  you  love  so  much  beyond  any 
of  mine,  and  wno  will  highly  admire  you  for  those  ad- 
vantages which  shall  never  share  any  esteem  from  me. 
Would  to  heaven  you  were  but  a  while  sensible  of  the 
thoughts  into  which  my  present  distractions  plunge  me ; 
they  hale  me  a  thousand  ways,  and  I  not  able  to  bear 
them.  It  is  so,  by  heaven  :  the  love  of  Varina  is  of 
more  tragical  consequence  than  her  cruelty.  Would  to 
God  you  had  treated  and  scorned  me  from  the  begin- 
ning r  It  was  your  pity  opened  the  first  way  to  my 
misfortune;  and  now  your  love  is  finishing  my  ruin : 
and  is  it  so  then  t  In  one  fortnight  I  must  take  eternal 
farewell  of  Varina ;  and  H  wonder)  will  she  weep  at 
parting,  a  little  to  justify  ner  poor  pretences  of  some 
affection  to  me  t  and  will  my  friends  still  continue  re- 
proaching me  for  the  want  of  gallantry,  and  neglecting 
a  close  siege  t  How  comes  it  that  they  all  wish  us  mar- 
ried together,  they  knowing  my  circumstances  and 
yours  extremely  well,  and  I  am  sure  love  you  too  much, 
if  it  be  only  for  my  sake,  to  wish  yon  anything  that 
might  cross  your  interest  or  your  happiness? 

Surely,  Varina,  you  have  but  a  very  mean  opinion 
of  the  joys  that  accompany  a  true,  honourable,  unli- 
mited love ;  yet  either  nature  and  our  anccston  have 
highly  deceived  us,  or  else  all  other  sublunary  things 
are  dross  in  comparison.  Is  it  possible  you  can  be  yet 
insensible  to  the  prospect  of  a  rapture  and  delight  so 
innocent  and  so  exalted  f  Trust  me,  ^'arina,  Heaven 
has  given  us  nothing  else  worth  the  loss  of  a  thought. 
Ambition,  high  appearances,  friends,  and  fortune,  are 
all  tasteless  and  insipid  when  they  come  in  competition ; 
vet  millions  of  such  glorious  minutes  are  we  per})etua11y 
losing, — »for  ever  losing,  irrecoverably  losing, — ^to  gratify 
empty  forms  and  wrong  notions,  and  affected  coldnesses 
anu  peevish  humour.  These  are  the  unhappy  encum- 
brances which  we  who  are  distinguished  from  the  vul- 
gar do  fondly  create  to  torment  ourselves.  The  only 
felicity  permitted  to  human  life  we  clog  with  tedious 
circumstances  and  barbarous  formality.  By  heaven, 
Varina,  you  are  more  experienced,  and  have  less  virgin 
innocence  than  I.  Would  not  your  conduct  make  one 
think  you  were  highly  skilled  in  all  the  little  politic 
methods  of  intrigue  ?  Love,  with  the  gall  of  too  much 
discretion,  is  a  thousand  times  worse  than  with  none 
at  all.  It  is  a  peculiar  part  of  nature  which  art  de- 
bauches, but  cannot  improve.  We  have  all  of  us  the 
seeds  of  it  implanted  in  ourselves,  and  they  require  no 
help  from  courts  or  fortune  to  cultivate  and  improve 
them.  To  resist  the  violence  of  our  inclinations  in  the 
beginning  is  a  strain  of  self>denial  that  may  have  some 
pretences  to  set  up  f(»  a  virtue :  but  when  they  are 
grounded  at  first  upon  reason, — when  they  have  taken 
firm  root  and  grown  up  to  a  height,  it  is  folly — folly 
as  well  as  injustice — to  withstand  their  dictates;  for  this 
passion  has  a  property  peculiar  to  itself,  to  be  most 
commendable  in  its  extremes ;  and  it  is  as  possible  to 
err  in  the  excess  of  niety  as  of  love. 

These  are  the  rules  I  have  long  followed  with  you, 
Varina ;  and  had  you  pleased  to  imitate  them,  we  should 
both  have  been  infinitely  happy.  The  little  disguises 
and  affected  contradictions  of  your  sex  were  all  ^to  say 
the  truth)  infinitely  beneath  persons  of  your  prioe  and 
mine ;  paltry  maxims  that  ^ey  are,  calculated  for  the 
rabble  of  humanity.  O  Varina,  how  imagination  leads 
me  beyond  myself  and  all  my  sorrows!  It  is  sunk, 
and  a  tliousand  graves  lie  open ! — No,  madam,  I  will 
give  you  no  more  of  my  unhappy  temper,  thou{^  I 
derive  it  all  from  you. 

29% 
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Farewell,  madam ;  and  may  lore  make  you  awhile 
forget  your  temper  to  do  me  justice.  Only  remember, 
that  if  you  still  refuse  to  be  mine,  you  will  quickly  lose 
him  that  has  resolved  to  die  as  be  has  lived,  all  yours. 

Jonathan  Swift. 

I  have  here  sent  you  Mr.  Fletcher's  letter,  wherein  I 
hope  I  do  not  injure  generosity  or  break  trust,  since 
the  contents  are  purely  my  own  concern.  If  you  will 
pardon  the  ill  hand  and  spelling,  the  reason  and  sense 
of  it  you  will  find  very  well  and  proper. 

TO    MRS.  JANE    SWIFT. 
[the  doctor's  sisteb.] 

1696. 

I  RECEIVED  your  kind  letter  from  Robert  by  word 
of  mouth,  and  think  it  a  vast  condescension  in  you  to 
think  of  us  in  all  your  greatness :  now  shall  we  hear 
nothing  from  you  for  five  months  but  tVe  eourtien, 
Loory  is  well,  and  presents  his  humble  duty  to  my 
lady,  and  love  to  his  fellow>servant ;  but  he  is  tlie  mi- 
serablest  creature  in  the  world,  eternally  in  his  melan- 
choly note,  whatever  I  can  do ;  and  if  his  finger  does 
but  ache^  I  am  in  such  a  fright  you  would  wonder  at 
it.  I  pray  return  my  service  to  Mrs.  Filby,  in  pay- 
ment of  hers  by  Robert. 

Nothing  grows  better  by  your  absence  but  my  lady^s 
chamber>floor  and  Tumble-down  Dick.  Here  are  three 
letters  for  you,  and  Molly  will  not  send  one  of  them ; 
she  says  you  ordered  her  to  the  contrary ;  Mr.  Mose  * 
and  I  desire  you  will  remember  our  love  to  the  king) 
and  let  us  know  how  he  looks. 

Robert  says  the  Czar^  is  there,  and  is  fallen  in  love 
with  you,  and  designs  to  carry  you  to  Muscovy;  pray, 
provide  yourself  with  mufis  and  sable  tippeti,  &c. 

iGolus  has  made  a  strange  revolution  in  the  rooks' 
nests ;  but  I  say  no  more,  for  it  is  dangerous  to  meddle 
with  things  above  us. 

I  desire  your  absence  heartily,  for  now  I  live  in  great 
state,  and  the  cook  comes  in  to  know  what  I  please  to 
have  for  dinner :  I  ask  very  gravely  what  is  in  the 
house,  and  accordingly  give  orders  for  a  dish  of  pigeons, 
or,  &c.  You  shall  have  no  more  ale  here  unless  you 
send  us  a  letter.  Here  is  a  great  bundle  and  a  letter 
for  you ;  both  came  together  from  London.  We  all 
keep  home  like  so  many  cats. 

Jonathan  Swipt. 


TO  THE  REV.  MR.  WINDER.  PREBENDARY  OF  KIL- 

ROOT. 

TUB  doctor's  SUCCESSOR. 
[To  be  left  at  Belfast,  in  the  county  of  Antrim.  Inland.] 

Moor-Pkrk,  January  IS,  1698. 
I  AH  not  likely  to  be  so  pleased  with  any^ing  again 
this  good  while  as  I  was  with  your  letter  of  Dec.  20, 
and  it  has  begun  to  put  me  into  a  good  opinion  of  my 
own  merits,  or  at  least  my  skill  at  negotiation,  to  find 
I  have  so  quickly  restored  a  correspondence  that  I 
feared  was  declining,  as  it  requires  more  charms  and 
address  in  women  to  revive  one  fainting  flame  than  to 
kindle  a  dozen  new  ones ;  but  I  assure  you  I  was  very 
fiir  from  imputing  your  silence  to  any  bad  cause,  (hav- 
ing never  entertained  one  single  ill  thought  of  you  in 
my  life,)  but  to  a  custom  which  breaks  ofl'  commerce 
between  abundance  of  people  after  a  long  absence.  At 
first,  one  omits  writing  for  a  little  while,  and  then  one 
stays  a  while  longer  to  consider  of  excuses,  and  at  last 
it  grows  desperate,  and  one  does  not  write  at  all :  at 
this  rate  I  have  served  others,  and  have  been  served 
myself. 

1  wish  I  had  a  lexicon  by  me,  to  find  whether  your 

.  \  ?® TI*^  ^  ■*'  Wniiam  Temple,  after  who*?  death  he  mar- 
tisd  Stella  a  •fster. 

b  I'cter  the  Great  was  then  in  England. 


Greek  word  be  spelled  and  accented  right ;  ind  I  am 
very  sorry  you  have  made  an  acutum  in  ultima,  u  if 
you  laid  the  greatest  stress  upon  the  wont  part  of  llie 
word.  However,  I  protest  against  your  meaning  (v 
any  interpretation  you  shall  ever  make  of  that  naturr 
out  of  my  letters.  If  I  thought  you  deserved  anj  bittfr 
words,  I  Aould  either  deliver  them  plainly,  or  li&U 
my  tongue  altogether ;  for  I  esteem  the  coitom  of  ceo* 
veying  one's  resentments  by  hints  or  innuendoei,  to  be  i 
sign  of  malice,  or  fear,  or  too  little  sincerity :  but  I  hst 
told  you,  coram  el  ahurUy  that  you  are  in  your  raxop. 
more  sensible  than  you  need  be,  and  it  -  ii  hard  jm 
cannot  be  satisfied  with  the  esteem  of  the  beit  anunK 
your  neighbours,  but  lose  your  time  in  regarding  vb: 
may  be  thought  xd  you  by  one  of  my  privacy  sod  d-.<- 
tance.  I  wish  you  could  as  easily  make  my  ttjm 
and  friendship  for  you  to  be  of  any  value  ai  yoa  mar 
be  sure  to  command  them. 

I  diould  be  sorry  if  you  have  been  at  an  income 
nience  in  hastening  my  accounts ;  and  I  dare  refer  r^ 
to  my  letters,  that  they  will  lay  tiie  fault  upon  ywr- 
self ;  for  I  think  I  desired  more  than  once  that  jtn 
would  not  make  more  despatch  than  stood  with  ytni 
ease,  because  I  was  in  no  haste  at  all. 

I  desired  of  you  two  or  three  timei^  that  whn  pu 
had  sent  me  a  catalogue  of  those  few  books,  you  v<»li 
not  send  them  to  Dublin  till  you  had  heard  agaia  frum 
me :  the  reason  was,  that  I  did  believe  there  vai  co? 
or  two  of  them  that  might  have  been  usefiil  to  you,io<i 
one  or  two  more  that  were  not  worth  the  carriage:  J 
the  latter  sort  were  an  old  musty  Horace,  aod  FolfTf 
book :  of  the  former  were  Reynolda*  works,  Colleciio-' 
of  Sermons  in  4to.,  Stillingfleef  a  Grounds,  &c,  and  tf<e 
folio  paper  book,  very  go<^  for  sermons,  or  a  recei|^ 
book  for  your  wife,  or  to  keep  accounts  for  muttiio. 
raisins,  &c.  The  Scepiig  Scientifita  is  not  mine,  h:: 
old  Mr.  Dobbs's,  and  I  wish  it  were  restored:  bebv 
Temple's  MitceOanea  instead  of  it,  which  is  a  p»ii 
book,  worth  your  reading.  If  Scepiit  Sdentifiea  cone 
to  me^  111  bum  it  for  a  fustian  piece  of  ahomiaai^ 
curioua  virtuoao  stuff.  The  books  missing  are  fev  ao^ 
inconaiderable,  not  worth  troubling  anybody  aboQ^ 
I  hope  this  will  come  to  your  hands  before  yon  faa^ 
sent  your  cargo,  that  yon  may  keep  those  booki  I  nH^ 
tion ;  and  desire  you  will  write  my  name,  and  tr<i»» 
before  them  in  large  letters. 

I  desire  my  humble  service  to  Mn.  Winder,  m^ 
that  you  will  let  her  know  I  sh^l  pay  a  viait  at  Cr- 
mony  some  day  or  other,  how  little  soever  any  of  yw 
may  think  of  it.  But  I  will,  as  you  desire,  excwe«^ 
the  delivery  of  my  compliments  to  poor  H.  Cleroeoa 
and  hope  you  will  have  much  better  fortune  thanp-* 
Mr.  Davis,  who  has  left  a  family  that  is  like  to  M  i 
cruel  want  of  him.  Pray  let  me  hear  that  yoa  fi^ 
very  rich,  and  begin  to  make  purchaaes.  I  nrreTb^'^ 
that  H.  Clementa  was  dead  :  I  waa  at  his  nap^ 
feast :  has  he  been  mayor  since  f  or  did  be  dietka. 
and  everybody  forget  to  send  me  word  of  it  ? 

Those  sermons  you  have  thought  fit  to  tnssc^--^ 
will  utterly  disgrace  you,  unless  you  have  nm^' 
credit  tliat  whatever  comea  from  you  will  paat :  ^^ 
were  what  I  was  firmly  resolved  to  bum,  arid  esperiail^ 
aome  of  them  the  idlest  trifling  stuff  diat  ever  wasv:  \ 
calculated  for  a  church  without  company  ff  a  ^'*^ 
like  our  ♦♦♦♦♦♦  *  Oxford.  They  will  appetf  ^  V^ 
feet  lampoon  upon  me,  whenever  you  look  on  t^*"^ 
and  remember  ttiey  are  mine. 

I  remember  those  letters  to  Eliia ;  they  were  vn(  -^ 
my  youth ;  you  might  have  sealed  them  up,  and  ^^^ 
body  of  my  friends  would  have  opene<l  them ;  pT 
bum  them.  There  were  parcels  of  other  papers  tHui 
would  not  have  lost ;  and  1  hope  you  have  packed  th^^ 
up  so  that  they  may  come  to  me.  Some  of  them  vc^ 
abstracts  and  collections  from  reading. 
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You  mention  a  dangercms  rival  for  an  absent  lorer ; 
i>ut  I  miut  take  my  fortune :  if  the  report  proceeds, 
pny  Infona  me ;  and  when  you  hare  leisure  and  hu- 
mour, give  me  the  pleasure  of  a  letter  from  you :  and 
:!]  u/ii  yuu  are  a  man  full  of  fastenings  to  the  world* 
Trt  ciidfavoar  to  continue  a  friendship  in  absence ;  for 
■li;  knows  but  fate  may  jumble  us  together  again? 
And  I  belifve,  had  I  been  assured  of  your  neighbour- 
Iwtl,  I  should  not  have  been  so  unsatisfied  with  the 
T^^.m  I  was  planted  in.  I  am,  and  will  be  ever,  en- 
t]My  yoon,  kCf  Jonathan  Swipt. 

?S.   Pray  let  me  know  something  of  my  debt  being 
{Slid  to  Tailer,  the  innkeeper  of  ;  I  have  forgot 

the  town,  between  Dromore  and  Newry. 


MBS.  JANE  SWIFT  TO  MR.  DEANE  SWIFT. 

May  26.  1699. 

My  poor  brother  has  lost  his  best  friend  sir  William 
Tein|ilf,  who  was  so  fond  of  him  whilst  he  lived,  that 
iif  made  him  give  up  his  living*  in  this  country,  to 
■Ut  with  him  at  Moor-park:  and  promised  to  get 
iiim  out  in  England.  But  death  came  in  between,  and 
oai  IrA  him  unprovided  both  of  friend  and  living  J 

TO  MISS  JANE  WARYNGb. 

DubUa.  May  4.  1700. 
MinAN, — ^I  am  extvemely  concerned  at  the  account  you 
pTt  of  your  health  ;  for  my  uncle  told  me  he  found 
jw  in  appearance  better  than  you  had  been  in  some 
Ttm,  and  I  was  in  hopes  you  had  still  continued  so. 
(ixjd  forbid  I  should  ever  be  the  occasion  of  creating 
mure  troubles  to  ycMi,  as  you  seem  to  intimate !  The 
Vntt  you  desired  me  to  answer  I  have  frequently  read, 
anti  thought  I  had  replied  to  every  part  of  it  that  re> 
'ioiffd  it ;  however,  since  you  are  pleased  to  repeat 
uiisc  psiticulara  nrherein  you  desire  satisfaction,  I 
ihiU  endeavour  to  give  it  you  as  well  as  I  am 
vJr.  Yon  would  know  what  gave  my  temper  that 
(uddro  turn,  as  to  alter  the  style  of  my  letters  since  I 
W  came  over.  If  there  has  been  that  alteration  you 
^\i^ntj  1  have  told  you  the  cause  abundance  of  times. 
I  had  uied  a  thounnd  endeavours  and  arguments  to 
CK  700  from  the  company  and  place  you  are  in ;  both 
un  account  of  your  health  and  humour,  which  I  thought 
were  like  to  suffer  wery  much  in  such  an  air  and  before 
CKh  examples.  All  I  bad  in  answer  from  you  was 
ixithiiii;  but  a  great  deal  of  arguing,  and  sometimes 
io  a  ityle  so. very  imperious  as  I  thought  might  have 
^n  iparrd,  when  I  reflected  how  much  you  had  been 
ii.  tl.«  wrong.  The  other  thing  you  would  know  is, 
*(t«*hrr  this  change  of  style  be  owing  to  the  thoughts 
•  f^  new  mistress.  I  declare,  upon  the  word  of  a  Chris- 
ti-ui  and  a  gentleman,  it  is  not ;  neither  had  I  ever 
'h  ujfati  of  Iwing  married  to  any  other  person  but  your<» 
rif.  I  had  ever  an  opinion  that  you  had  a  great 
•vMnfis  of  nature  and  humour ;  and  whatever  ap- 
)-imt  to  the  contrary,  I  lookeil  upon  it  only  as  a 
tHiii^  piit  on  as  necessary  before  a  lover ;  but  I  have 
*'<'e  observed  in  abundance  of  your  letters  inch 
r  mU  of  a  severe  indifTerence,  that  I  began  to  think  it 
wu  hintly  possible  for  one  of  my  few  good  qualities 
*'»  picaae  you.  I  never  knew  any  so  hard  to  be  worked 
*>|-'ii,  even  in  matten  where  the  interest  and  concern 
•^  ^tirely  your  own ;  all  which,  I  say,  passed  easily 
«hil(>  we  were  in  the  state  of  formalities  and  ceremony ; 
^iU  «'*nce  diat,  there  is  no  other  way  of  accounting 

*  Th«  fNbnd  c€  KUioot.  in  Ihediooess  of  Oomior.  worth 
>bnit  not.  a  year. 

^  Mitt  Waryng  was  a  Tounglady  of  family  in  thu  north  of 
In'Uad.  This  ■eeond  letter  was  written  Mime  time  before  the 
tjitf  »r  ^Ua  ixiB)C  her  residenee  in  that  iiinxdani.  Ttieie  ia 
u  nrvipot  altcratkm,  if  not  deaiie  6C  a  raptors  with  the  penoo 
*iAnmgA,  in  its  Vno  throuj^ont. 


for  this  untractable  behaviour  in  you  but  bj  imputing 
it  to  a  want  of  common  esteem  and  friendship  fur  roe. 

When  I  desired  an  account  of  your  fortune,  I  had  no 
such  design  as  you  pretend  to  imagine.    I  have  told  you 
many  a  time  that  m  England  it  was  in  the  power  of 
any  yotuig  fellow  of  common  sense  to  get  a  larger  for- 
tune than  ever  you  pretended  to :  I  asked  in  order  to 
consider  whether  it  were  suflEicient,  with  the  help  of  my 
poor  income,  to  make  one  of  your  htunour  easy  in  a 
married  state.   I  think  it  comes  to  almost  100/.  a-yeor; 
and  I  think,  at  the  some  time,  that  no  young  woman 
in  the  world  of  the  same  income  would  dwindle  away 
her  health  and  life  in  such  a  sink,  and  among  such 
family  conversation :  neither  have  all  your  letters  been 
once  able  to  persuade  that  you  have  the  least  value  fur 
me,  because  you  so  little  regarded  what  I  so  often  said 
upon  that  matter.  The  dismal  account  you  say  I  have 
given  you  of  my  livings*  I  can  assure  you  to  be  a  true 
one ;   and,  since  it  is  a  dismal  one  even  in  your  own 
opinion,  you  can  best  draw  consequences  from  it.  The 
place  where  Dr.  Bolton^  lived  is  upon  a  living  which 
he  keeps  with  the  deanery ;  but  the  place  of  residence 
for  that  they  have  given  me  is  within  a  mile  of  a  town 
called  Trim,  twenty  miles  from  hence ;  and  there  is 
no  other  way  but  to  hire  a  house  at  Trim,  or  build 
one  on  the  spot :  the  first  is  hardly  to  be  done,  and 
the  other  I  am  too  poor  to  perform  at  present.     For 
coming  down  to  Belfast,  it  is  what  I  cannot  yet  think 
of,  my  attendance  is  so  close  and  so  much  required  of 
me ;  but  our  government  sits  very  loose,  and  1  believe 
will  change  in  few  months;   whether  our  part  will 
partake  in  the  change  I  know  not,  though  I  am  very 
apt  to  believe  it :  and  then  I  shall  be  at  leisure  for  a 
short  journey.     But  I  hope  your  other  friends,  mora 
poweiful  than  I,  will,  before  that  time,  persuade  you 
from  the  place  where  you  are.     I  desire  my  service  to 
your  mother,  in  return  for  her  remembnmce ;  but  for 
any  other  dealings  that  way,  I  entreat  your  pardon ; 
and  I  think  I  have  more  cause  to  resent  your  desires 
of  me  in  that  case  than  you  have  to  he  angry  at  my  re- 
fusals.    If  you  like  such  company  and  conduct,  much 
good  do  you  with  them!      My  education  bos  been 
otherwise.     My  uncle  Adam  asked  me  one  day  in 
private,  as  by  direction,  what  my  designs  were  in  re- 
lation to  you,  because  it  might  be  a  hinderance  to  you 
if  I  did  not  proceed.     The  answer  I  gave  him  (which 
I  suppose  he  has  sent  you)  was  to  this  effect :  **  That  I 
hoped  I  was  no  hinderance  to  you ;  because  the  reason 
you  urged  against  an  union  with  me  was  drawn  from 
your  indisposition,  which  still  continued  ;   &at  you 
also  thought  my  fortune  not  sufficient,  which  is  neidier 
at  present  in  a  condition  to  ofier  you ;  that   if  your 
health  and  my  fortune  were  as  they  ought,  I  would 
prefer  you  above  all  your  sex ;   but  that,  in  the  pre- 
sent condition  of  both,  I  thought  it  was  against  your 
opinion,  and  would   certainly  make  you  unhappy : 
that,  had  you  any  other  offers  which  your  friends  or 
yourself  thought  more  to  your  advantage,  I  sliuuld 
think  I  were  very  unjust  to  be  an  obstacle  in  your 
way.^'    Now  for  what  concerns  my  fortime,  you  have 
answered  it     I  desire,  therefore,  you  will  let  me  know 
if  your  health  be  otherwise  than  it  was  when  you  told 
me  the  doctors  advised  you  against  marriage,  as  what 
would  certainly  haxard  your    life.    Are  they  or  you 
KTOWu  of  another  opinion  in  this  particular  9  are  you 
m  a  condition  to  manage  domestic  affairs,  with  an  in- 
come o(  less  (perhaps)  than  300/.  a-year?  have  you 
such  an  inclination  to  my  person  and  humour  as  to 
comply  with  my  desires  ana  way  of  living,  and  en- 
deavour to  make  us  both  as  happy  as  you  can  f  will 
you  be  ready  to  engage  in  tliose  methods  I  sliall  direct 

*  Those  of  Laraeor  and  RadihegiKin. 

^  This  gentleman,  as  well  as  Dr.  S^ih,  was  chaplain  to  lord 
Berlieley  when  ttoo  of  the  lords-Juitkcs  in  Itelaad. 
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for  the  imjiroTenieiit  of  your  mind,  to  as  to  make  ui 
entertaining  company  for  each  o&er,  without  being  mi- 
•erable  when  we  are  neither  visiting  nor  visited  t  can 
you  bend  your  love  and  esteem  and  indifference  to 
others  the  same  way  as  I  do  minef  thall  I  have  so 
much  power  in  your  heart,  or  you  so  much  government 
of  your  passions,  as  to  grow  in  good  humour  upon  my 
approach,  though  provoked  by  a  — — -f  have 
you  so  much  good-nature  as  to  endeavour  by  soft 
words  to  smooth  any  rugged  humour  occasioned  by 
the  cross  accidents  of  life  f  shall  the  place  wherever 
your  husband  is  thrown  be  more  welcome  than  courts 
or  cities  without  him  t  In  short  these  are  some  of  the 
necessary  methods  to  please  men  who,  like  me,  are 
deep  read  in  the  world ;  and  to  a  person  thus  made  I 
should  be  proud  in  giving  all  due  returns  towards 
making  her  happy.  These  are  the  questions  I  have 
always  resolved  to  propose  to  her  with  whom  I  meant 
to  pass  my  life ;  ana  wtienever  you  can  heartily  answer 
them  in  the  affirmative,  I  shall  be  blessed  to  have  you 
in  my  arms,  without  regarding  whether  your  person 
be  bcautifiil  or  your  fortune  large.  Cleanlines  in  the 
first,  and  competency  in  the  other,  is  all  I  look  for. 
I  desire,  indeed,  a  plentiful  revenue,  but  would  rather 
it  should  be  of  my  own ;  though  I  should  bear  from  a 
ivife  to  be  renroached  for  the  greatest. 

I  have  said  all  I  can  possibly  say  in  answer  to  any 
part  of  your  letter,  and  m  telling  you  my  clear  opinion 
OS  to  matters  between  us.  I  singled  you  out  at  first 
from  the  rest  of  women  :  and  I  erpect  not  to  be  used 
like  a  common  lover.  When  you  think  fit  to  send  me  an 
answer  to  this  without——,  I  shall  then  approve 
myself,  by  all  means  you  shall  command,  madam, 
your  most  faithful  humble  servant, 

Jonathan  Swift. 


TO  THE  BISHOP  OF  DERRY.» 

Dublin  Castle,  July  16,  1700. 
Hy  I>ord, — I  was  several  times  to  wait  on  your  lordship 
at  your  lodgings ;  but  you  were  either  abroad,  or  so 
engaged  that  I  could  not  be  permitted  the  honour  to 
attend  you.  I  have  an  humble  request  to  your  lord- 
ship, that  you  will  please  to  excuse  me  if  I  cannot  be 
at  the  triennial  visitation;  for  my  lord  and  lady 
[Berkeley]  continually  residing  at  the  Lodge,  I  am 
obliged  to  a  constant  attendance  there.  I  am,  with  all 
respect,  my  lord,  your  lordship  s  most  obedient  and 
moet  humble  servant,  Jonathan  Swift. 

TO  THE  EEV.  DR.  TISDALL.b 

London,  Decenber  16, 1708. 
I  pirr  grf'at  violence  on  myself  in  abstaining  all  this 
while  from  treating  you  with  politics.  I  wish  you  had 
been  here  for  ten  days,  during  the  highest  and  warmest 
reign  of  narty  and  faction  that  I  ever  knew  or  read  of, 
upon  the  bill  against  occasional  conformity,  which,  two 
days  ago,  was,  upon  the  first  reading,  rejected  by  ^e 
lords.  •  It  was  so  universal  that  I  observed  the  dogs 
in  the  streets  much  more  contumelious  and  quarrelsome 
than  usual ;  and  the  very  night  before  the  bill  went 
up,  a  committee  of  Whig  and  Tory  cats  had  a  very  warm 
and  loud  debate  upon  the  roof  of  our  house.  But  why 
should  we  wonder  at  that,  when  the  very  ladies  are 
split  asunder  into  high -church  and  low,  and,  out  of 
zeal  for  religion,  have  hardly  time  to  say  their  prayers  f 
The  masks  will  have  a  crown  more  from  any  man  of 
the  other  party,  and  count  it  a  high  point  of  merit  to 
a  member  who  will  not  vote  on  their  side.  For  the 
rest,  the  whole  body  of  the  clei;gy,  with  a  great  majority 

•  Dr.  William  King,  aflerwarda  archbishop  of  Dublin. 
^The  dreamstanci-tof  Dr.  Tiidaira  propoaal  to  Stella  will  be 
ftniid  deaeribed  in  tb«  Life  of  the  author. 
«  The  bill  afsiost  oceasional  oonfbrmity. 


of  the  house  of  commons,  were  violent  for  tbii  bill. 
As  great  a  majority  of  the  lonls,  among  wfaum  all  th« 
bishops  but  four  were  against  it :  the  court  and  the  rab- 
ble (as  extremes  often  agree)  were  trimmers.  I  woold 
be  glad  to  know  men  s  thoughts  of  it  in  Irelsuil :  for 
myself,  I  am  much  at  a  loss,  though  I  was  migbtilj 
urged  by  some  great  people  to  publish  my  opiuou.  I 
cannot  but  think  (if  men's  higibest  assurances  an  to  U 
believed)  that  several,  who  were  against  this  bill,  do 
love  the  church  and  do  hate  or  despise  presbyterj. 
I  put  it  close  to  my  lord  Peterborough,  just  as  the  b2] 
was  going  up,  who  assured  me  in  the  most  solemn  mn* 
ner  &t,  if  he  had  the  least  suspicimi  the  rejecting  ^ 
bill  would  hurt  the  church  or  do  kindness  to  thr  (&- 
sentera,  he  would  lose  bis  right  hand  father  than  tpnl; 
against  it.  The  like  profession  I  had  from  the  biihi>|! 
of  Salisbury  [Gilbert  Burnet],  my  lord  Somen,  and 
some  others;  so  that  I  know  not  what  to  think,  and 
therefore  shall  think  no  more  ;  and  you  will  forgiremT 
saying  so  much  on  a  matter  that  all  our  headi  baft 
been  so  full  of,  to  a  degree  that,  while  it  was  on  t&t 
anvil,  nothing  else  was  the  subject  of  convemtix. 
I  shall  return  in  two  months,  in  spite  of  my  heart.  I 
have  here  the  best  friends  in  nature,  only  wsnt  (tit 
little  circumstance  of  favour  and  power ;  bat  mithior 
is  so  civil  as  a  cast  courtier.  Pray  let  the  Isdia  [Mis. 
Johnson  and  Mrs.  Dingley]  know  I  had  their  letter,  an! 
will  answer  it  soon ;  and  diat  I  obeyed  Mrs.  Johnscii* 
commands,  and  waited  on  her  mother  andodierfrtajJ. 
You  may  add,  if  you  please,  that  they  advise  her  clear! j 
to  be  governed  by  her  friends  there  about  the  reneviv 
her  Inse,  and  she  may  have  her  mortgage  taken  u]> 
here  whenever  she  pleases,  for  the  payment  of  her  fine; 
and  that  we  have  a  project  for  putting  out  her  int>oer 
in  a  certain  lady>  hands  for  annuities,  if  the  parliameat 
goes  on  with  them,  and  ^e  likes  it. 

Ill  teach  you  a  way  to  outwit  Mrs.  Johnson:  itiit 
new-fashioned  way  of  being  witty,  and  they  call  it  s 
bite.  You  must  ask  a  bantering  question,  or  tell  not 
damned  lie  in  a  serious  manner,  and  then  the  «iii 
answer  or  speak  as  if  you  were  in  earnest ;  and  tbeo  nj 
you,  *'  Madam,  there's  a  bite  !  **  I  would  not  have  \^ 
undervalue  this,  for  it  is  the  constant  amusement  is 
court,  and  everywhere  else  among  the  great  pei>p)«; 
ami  I  let  you  know  it,  in  order  to  have  it  obtain  amipg 
you,  and  teach  you  a  new  refinement. 


TO  THE  SAME. 

Loodon*  Fehroary  3,  r^^ 
I  AM  content  you  should  judge  the  order  of  frienddhip 
you  are  in  with  me  by  my  writing  to  yoti,  and  scodpI* 
ingly  you  will  find  yourUlf  the  first  after  the  U^ 
[Mrs.  Johnson  and  Mis.  Dbgley]  ;  for  I  never  write  to 
any  other,  either  friend  or  relation  till  long  alter.  I 
cannot  imagine  what  paragraph  you  mean  in  my  fi^nw 
that  was  calculated  for  lord-primate  [Dr.  MarA\  ^ 
how  you  could  show  it  him  without  being  sibid  ^ 
might  expect  to  see  the  rest  But  I  will  take  bettrr 
methods  another  time,  and  you  shall  never,  while  yea 
live,  receive  a  syllable  from  me  fit  to  be  shown  to  a 
lord -primate,  unless  it  be  yourself.  Montaigue  ra 
angry  to  see  his  essays  lie  in  the  parlour  window,  vA 
therefore  wrote  a  chapter  that  foi^  the  ladies  to  keep 
it  in  their  closets.  After  some  such  manner  I  disO 
henceforth  use  you  in  my  letters^  by  making  them  &t 
to  be  seen  by  none  but  younelf. 

I  am  extremely  concerned  to  find  myself  unahle  to 
persuade  you  into  a  true  opinion  of  your  own  littleness 
nur  make  you  treat  me  with  more  distance  and  ro^  • 
and  the  ratlier,  because  I  find  all  your  little  prefas^ 
are  owing  to  the  credit  you  pretend  with  two  ladies 
who  came  from  England.  I  allow  indeed  the  cbsm- 
ber  in  William-street  to  be  Little  England  by  their 
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tnflaeocfl ;  ai  an  amboMador^s  house,  wherever  it  it, 
bath  all  the  privilegei  cf  hie  master's  dominions;  and, 
thetcfoce,  if  you  wrote  the  letter  in  their  room,  or  their 
compaoy,  (for  in  this  matter  their  room  is  as  good  as 
tbeir  company,)  I  will  indulge  you  a  little.  Then,  for 
the  Irish  lefgi  yoo  reproach  me  with,  I  defy  you.  I 
had  oiie  indeed  when  I  lefl  your  island ;  but  that  which 
mtde  it  Irish  is  spent  and  eraporated,  and  I  look  upon 
myielf  now  as  upon  a  new  fbot  You  seem  to  telk 
vith  great  security  of  your  establishment  near  the 
Udia ;  though,  perhaps,  if  you  knew  what  they  say  of 
foo  in  their  letters  tome,  you  would  change  your 
opinion  both  of  them  and  yourself. — A  bite. — And 
now  you  talk  of  a  bite,  I  am  ashamed  of  the  ladies' 
being  caught  by  you,  when  I  had  betrayed  you  and 

given  them  warning. 1  had  heard  before  of  ihe 

chuking,  but  never  of  the  jest  in  tlie  church ;  vou  may 
find  from  thence  that  women's  prayers  are  things  per- 
fectly by  rote,  as  they  put  on  one  stooiing  after  anotner, 
and  DO  more.  But  if  she  be  good  at  blunders,  she 
is  ss  ready  at  come-offs ;  and  to  pretend  her  senses 
were  gone  was  a  very  good  argument  she  had  &em 
about  her.  You  seem  to  be  mighty  proud  (as  you  have 
reason,  if  it  be  true,)  of  the  part  you  nave  in  the  ladies' 
p^  graces,  especially  of  her  you  call  ihe  party.  I 
am  very  much  concerned  to  know  it ;  but  since  it  is  an 
evil  I  cannot  remedy,  J  wiU  tell  you  a  story.  A  cast 
miftren  went  to  her  rival,  and  expostulated  with  her 
fur  robbing  her  of  her  lover.  After  a  long  quarrel, 
finding  no  good  to  be  done — **  Well,"  says  the  abdi- 
fated  lady,  "keep  him,  and****  ♦•*  **  *•**  *••*." 
''No,"  says  the  o&er,  "  that  will  not  be  altogether  so 
conrenleot ;  however,  to  oblige  you,  I  will  do  something 
fbat  ii  very  near  it.** — Dixi, 

I  am  mightily  afraid  the  ladies  are  very  idle,  and  do 
^  mind  their  tx>ok.  Pray,  put  them  upon  reading ; 
ukI  be  alwaTS  teaching  something  to  Mrs.  Johnson, 
tiHVJie  she  is  good  at  comprehending,  remembering, 
ami  retainiog.  I  wonder  she  could  be  so  wicked  as  to 
Irt  the  first  word  she  could  speak,  after  choking,  be  a 
{Hjn.  I  differ  from  you ;  ancl  believe  the  pun  was  iust 
tmin^  up,  but  met  with  the  crumbs,  and  so,  struggling 
f«r  the  wall,  could  neither  of  them  get  by,  and  at  last 
(^ame  both  out  togedier. 

It  is  a  pleasant  thing  to  hear  you  talk  of  Mrs.  Ding* 
Ifv'i  blunder^  when  ike  has  sent  me  a  list  with  above 
>  dumi  of  yours  that  have  kept  me  alive,  and  I  hope 
viU  do  so  tOl  I  have  them  again  from  the  fountain- 
Uad.  I  desire  Mrs.  Johnson  only  to  forbear  puiming 
af^er  the  Finglaa  rate  when  Dilly^  was  at  home. 

I  thank  yon  for  your  bill,  which  was  a  cimning  piece 
of  civility  to  prevent  me  ^m  wanting.  However,  I 
ihall  boy  hats  for  you  and  Tom  Leigh ;  for  I  have 
Lttfly  a  bill  of  30/.  sent  me  for  myself,  and  shall  take 
up  10/.  more  hexe.  I  saw  Tom  Leigh^s  brother  in  the 
court  of  requests,  and,  knowing  him  to  be  your  friend, 
I  talked  witii  him ;  and  we  wul  take  some  occasion  to 
<hink  your  health  together,  and  Tom  Leigh's.  I  will 
tnt  bay  you  any  pamphlets  unless  you  will  be  more 
puticnlar  in  telling  me  their  names  or  their  natures, 
t^aoae  they  axe  Dsuallr  the  vilest  things  in  nature. 
I^ic  has  written  several  of  late  violent  against  presby- 
tertons  and  low-churchmen.  If  I  had  credit  enough 
»ith  yon,  you  should  never  write  but  upon  some  worthy 
•object,  and  with  long  thought  But  I  look  upon  you 
u  liuder  a  terrible  mistake  if  you  imagine  you  cannot 
^  ouragh  distinguished  without  writing  for  the  public. 
P^'ach,  preach,  preach,  preach,  preach,  preach;  diat 
»i  certainly  your  talent ;  and  you  will  some  years 
^'«>ce  have  time  enough  to  be  a  writer.  I  tell  you 
vhat  I  sm  content  you  should  do :  choose  any  subject 
j>»u  please,  and  write  for  your  private  diversion,  or  by 
way  of  trial;  but  be  not  hasty  to  write  for  the  world. 
•  Th«  Est.  DUIoq  Ashe,  a  celebrated  punster. 


Besides,  who  that  has  a  spirit  would  write  in  such  a 
scene  as  Ireland  f — ^You  and  I  will  talk  an  hour  ou 
these  matters.  Pox  on  the  dissenters  and  independents ! 
I  would  as  soon  trouble  my  head  to  write  against  a 
louse  or  a  flea.  I  tell  you  what ;  I  wrote  against  the 
bill  that  was  against  occasional  conformity;  but  it 
oame  too  late  by  a  day,  so  I  would  not  print  it.  But 
you  may  answer  it  if  you  pleeae ;  for  you  know  yon 
and  I  are  Whig  and  Tory.  And,  to  cool  your  inso- 
lence a  little,  know  that  the  queen  and  court,  and 
house  of  lords,  and  half  the  commons  almost,  are 
Whigs;  and  the  number  daily  increases. 

I  desire  my  humble  service  to  the  primate,  whom  I 
have  not  written  to,  having  not  had  opportunity  to  per- 
form that  business  he  employed  me  in ;  but  shall  soon, 
now  the  days  are  longer.  We  are  all  here  in  great 
impatience  at  the  king  of  Spain's  delay,  who  yet  con- 
tinues in  the  Isle  of  Wight. 

My  humble  service  to  dean  Ryves,  Dilly,  Jones,  and 
other  friends.  And  I  assure  you  nobody  can  possibly 
be  more,  or  I  believe  is  half  so,  entirely  yours,  as 

Jonathan  Swift. 

TO  THE  SAME. 

London.  April  10, 1704. 
Ybstbrdav,  coming  from  the  country,  I  found  your 
letter,  which  had  been  four  or  five  days  arrived,  and 
by  neglect  was  not  forwarded  as  it  ought    You  have 
got  three  epithets  for  my  former  letter,  which  I  believe 
are  all  unjust:  you  say  it  was  vnfriendfy,  wMmd,  and 
wuueottHtabie.    The  two  first,  I  suppose,  may  pass  but 
for  one ;  saving  (as  captain  Fluellin  says  the  phrase 
is)  a  Htth  tfanatioH,     I  shall  therefore  answer  those 
two  as  I  can ;  and  for  the  last,  I  return  it  you  again 
by  these  presents,  assuring  you  that  there  is  more  un- 
accountability  in  your  letter's  little  finger  than  in 
mine  s  whole  body.     And  one  strain  I  observe  in  i^ 
which  is  frequent  enough ;  you  talk  in  a  mystical  sort 
of  way,  as  if  you  would  have  me  believe  I  had  some 
great  design,  and  that  you  had  found  it  out :  your 
phrases  are,  *'  that  my  letter  had  the  effect  you  judge  I 
designed ;  that  you  are  amaaed  to  reflect  on  what  you 
judge  the  cause  of  it ;  and  wish  it  may  be  in  your  power 
to  love  and  value  me  while  you  live,*'  &c.    In  answer  to 
all  this,  I  might  with  good  pretence  enough  talk  starcUy. 
and  aflect  ignorance  of  what  vou  would  be  at ;  but  my 
conjecture  is,  that  you  think  I  obstructed  your  in« 
clinations  to  please  my  own,  and  that  my  intentions 
were  the  same  with  yours.     In  answer  to  all  which  I 
will,  upon  my  conscience  and  honour,  tell  you  4ie 
naked  truth.    First,  I  think  I  have  said  to  you  before 
that,  if  my  fortunes  and  humour  served  me  to  think  of 
that  state,  I  should  certainly,  among  all  persons  on 
earth,  make  your  choice ;  because  I  never  saw  that 
person  whose  conversation  I  entirely  valued  but  hers ; 
this  was  the  utmost  I  ever  gave  way  to.      And, 
secondly,  I  must  assure  you  sincerely  that  this  regard 
of  mine  never  once  entered  into  my  head  to  l^  an 
impediment  to  you :  but  I  judged  it  would,  perhaps, 
be  a  dog  to  your  rising  in  the  world ;  and  I  did  not 
conceive  you  were  then  rich  enough  to  make  yourself 
and  her  happy  and  easy.    But  that  objection  is  sow 
quite  removed  by  what  you  have  at  present,  and  by 
tne  assurances  of  Eaton^s  livings.    I  told  you  indeed 
that  your  authority  was  not  sufficient  to  make  over- 
tures to  the  mother  without  the  daughter's  giving  me 
leave,  under  her  own  or  her  friend's  hand,  which,  I 
think,  was  a  right  and  a  prudent  step.    However,  I 
told  the  mother  inunediately,  and  spoke  with  all  the 
advantages  you  deserve.     But,  the  objection  of  your 
fortune  being  removed,  I  declare  I  have  no  other ;  nor 
shall  any  consideration  of  my  own  misfortune,  in  losing 
so  good  a  friend  and  companion  as  her,  prevail  on  me, 
against  her  interest  and  settlement  in  the  worlds  since 
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it  Im  held  sonecesKiry  and  convenient  a  tiling  for  ladie* 
to  marry ;  and  that  time  takes  off  from  the  lustre  of 
▼irgins  in  all  other  eyet  but  mine.  I  appeal  to  my 
letters  to  herself  whether  I  was  your  friend  or  not  in 
the  whole  concern;  though  the  part  I  designed  to  act 
in  it  was  purely  passive,  which  is  the  utmost  I  will 
ever  do  in  uitngs  of  this  nature,  to  avoid  all  reproach  of 
any  ill  consequence  that  may  ensue  in  the  variety  of 
worldly  accidents.  Nay,  I  went  so  far  both  to  her 
mother,  herself,  and  I  think  to  you,  as  to  think  it  could 
not  be  decently  broken ;  since  I  supposed  the  town  had 
got  it  in  their  tongues,  and  therefore  I  thought  it 
could  not  miscarry  without  some  disadvantage  to  the 
lady's  credit.  I  have  always  described  her  to  you  in 
a  manner  different  from  those  who  would  be  dis- 
couraging ;  and  must  add  that,  though  it  has  come  in 
my  way  to  converse  with  persons  of  the  first  rank  and 
of  that  sex  more  than  is  usual  to  men  of  my  level  and 
of  our  function,  yet  I  have  nowhere  met  with  an 
humour,  a  wit,  or  conversation  so  agreeable,  a  better 
portion  of  good  sense,  or  a  truer  judgment  of  men  and 
things,  I  mean  here  in  England;  for  as  to  the  ladies 
of  Ireland  I  am  a  perfect  stranger.  As  to  her  fortune, 
I  think  you  know  it  already ;  and  if  you  resume  your 
designs,  and  would  have  further  intelligence,  I  shall 
send  you  a  particular  account. 

I  give  you  joy  of  your  good  fortunes,  and  envy  very 
much  your  prudence  and  temper,  and  love  of  peace 
and  settlement ;  the  reverse  of  which  has  been  the  great 
imeasiness  of  my  life,  and  is  likely  to  continue  so. 
And  what  is  the  result?  En  queit  coruevimtu  agro§! 
I  find  nothing  but  the  good  words  and  wishes  of  a 
decayed  ministry,  whose  lives  and  mine  will  probably 
wear  out  before  they  can  serve  either  my  little  hopes  or 
their  own  ambition.  Therefore  I  am  resolved  suddenly 
to  retire,  like  a  discontented  courtier,  and  vent  myself 
in  study  and  speculation,  till  my  own  humour,  or  the 
scene  here,  shall  change.  Jonathan  Swift. 


TO  DR.  WILLIAM  KING.  ARCHBISHOP  OP  DUBUN. 

Trim.  December  SI,  1704. 
My  Lord, — I  did  intend  to  have  waited  on  your  grace 
before  you  went  for  England;  but,  hearing  your 
voyage  is  fixed  for  the  first  opportunity  of  the  wind,  I 
could  not  forbear  giving  you  a  few  minutes*  interrup- 
tion, which  I  hone  your  grace  will  believe  to  lie  with- 
out any  other  design  than  that  of  serving  you.  I 
believe  your  grace  may  have  heard  that  I  was  in 
England  last  winter,  when  the  dean  and  chapter  of 
Christ  Church  had,  I  think,  with  great  wisdom  and 
discretion,  chosen  a  most  malicious,  ignorant,  and 
headstrong  creature  to  represent  them:  wherein  your 
grace  cannot  justly  tax  their  prudence,  since  tlie  cause* 
they  are  engaged  in  is  not  ouerwise  to  be  supported. 
And  I  do  assure  your  grace  (which  perhaps  others 
may  have  been  cautious  in  telling  you)  that  they  have 
not  been  without  success.  For  not  only  the  general 
run  in  Doctors'  Commons  was  wholly  on  their  side, 
which  my  lord  bishop  of  Cloyne  ^  observed  as  well  as 
I ;  but  that  little  instrument  of  theirs  did  use  all  his 
rower  to  misrepresent  your  grace  and  your  cause,  both 
m  town  and  city,  as  for  as  his  narrow  sphere  could 
reach.  And  he  spared  not  to  say  that  your  grace  had 
personal  resentment  against  him  ;  that  you  sought  his 
ruin,  and  tlireatened  him  with  it.  And  I  remember 
at  a  great  man's  table,  who  has  as  much  influence  in 
England  as  any  subject  can  well  have,  after  dinner 
came  in  a  master  in  chancery,  whom  I  had  before 
observed  to  be  a  principal  person  in  Doctors*  Com- 
mons when  your  grace's  cause  was  there  debating; 
and,  upon  occasion  of  being  there,  fell  into  discourse 

n  A  lawfuit  Wtween  tho  archbishop  of  Dnbtln  and  the  dein 
aiMi  chBi>t«f  of  Ihe  csUiednl  of  Christ  Cbuxth,  Dublio. 
1>  Dr.  Charle«  Crow.  1702^1726. 


of  it,  wherein  he  seemed  wholly  an  idvocstc  fm 
Christ  Church!  for  all  his  arguments  were  only  a 
chain  of  misinformations,  which  he  had  leaned  from 
the  same  hand ;  insomuch  that  I  was  forced  iu  give  a 
character  of  some  persons,  which  otherwise  I  ^ou)d 
have  spared,  before  I  could  set  him  right,  as  I  tho  dkl 
in  the  affair  of  the  late  dean  of  Deny  [Dr.  Rolton^, 
which  had  been  told  with  so  many  fiuseboodt  ud 
disadvantages  to  your  grace  as  it  is  hard  to  imagioe. 

I  humbly  presume  to  say  thus  much  to  your  gnoc 
that,  knowing  the  prejudicies  that  have  been  givcD,  you 
may  more  easily  remove  tibem,  which  your  praax* 
will  infallibly  do. 

I  would  also  beg  of  your  grace  to  use  some  of  yoor 
credit  toward  bringing  to  a  good  issue  the  poroiie  (ke 
queen  made,  at  my  lord  bishop  of  Cloyne*s  mtocenoD, 
to  remit  &e  first  fruits  and  tenths  of  tite  clergy,  nnlai 
I  speak  ignorantly,  for  want  of  information,  aod  thst  it 
be  a  thing  alreaidy  done.     But  what  I  would  nioi 
your  grace  of  is,  that  the  crown-rent  should  be  sddd, 
which  is  a  great  load  upon  many  poor  livings,  aod 
would  be  a  considerable  help  to  omers.    And  I  im 
confident,  with  some  reason,  that  it  would  be  eaii]y 
granted ;  being,  I  hear,  under  1000^  ^T^r,  and  tbe 
queen  s  grant  for  England  being  wo  much  more  con* 
siderable  than  ours  can  be  at  best     I  am  very  oertsin 
that,  if  the  bishop  of  Cloyne  had  continued  to  wlirTt 
it  in  England,  it  would  easily  have  passed ;  but  bti 
lordship  giving  it  up  wholly  to  the  dulce  of  OnDood, 
[lord-lieutenant  of  Ireland,]    I    believe  it  has  not 
been  thought  of  so  much  as  it  ought.    I  humbly  btg 
your  grace's  pardon  for  the  haste  and  huny  of  tiui, 
occasioned  by  that  of  the  post,  which  is  not  very  regular 
in  thb  country ;  and,  imploring  your  blesuDg,  aud 
praying  to  God  for  your  good  voyage,  sncoess,  and  re* 
turn,  I  humbly  kiss  your  grace's  hands,  aod  reiDsini 
my  lord,  your  grace's  obedient  and  most  hamUe 
servant,  Johnatban  Svirr. 

FROM  THE  EARL  OF  BERKELEY. 

CraiOoid.  Friday  n^^^  170S> 
I  HOPE  you  continue  in  the  mind  of  comiog  bitba 
to-morrow  ;  for  upon  my  sincerity,  which  is  more  das 
most  people's,  I  shall  be  heartily  glad  to  see  you  u 
much  as  possible  before  you  go  to  Ireland.  Whetlifr 
you  are  or  are  not  for  Cranford,  I  earnestly  entreat 
you,  if  you  have  not  done  it  already,  that  you  v<mld 
not  fail  of  having  your  bookseller  enable  the  srck- 
bishop  of  York  to  give  a  book  to  the  queen;*  for,  viOi 
Mr.  Nelson,  I  am  entirely  of  opinion,  ttiat  her  majeHyi 
reading  of  that  book  of  the  ^<  Project  for  the  Inoesse  of 
Morality  and  Piety*'  may  be  of  very  great  use  to  tbat 
end.  — 

TO  ARCHBISHOP  KINO. 

LoBdon.  Febniafy  9.  ITK, 
My  Lord, — I  have  been  above  a  month  expecting  the  i*- 
presentation  your  grace  was  pleased  to  promise  toicod 
me,  which  makes  me  apprehend  your  grace  has  been 
hindered  by  wliatyou  complained  o^  the  clergy's  bsdt* 
wardness  in  a  point  so  very  necessary  to  their  serfior; 
and  it  is  time  ul  lost  at  this  juncture,  while  my  ktd- 
lieutenant  [the  earl  of  Pembroke]  b  here  and  in  gie>( 
credit  at  court,  and  would  perhaps  be  more  Ihsn  at^ 
narily  ready  to  serve  the  church  m  Ireland.  If  1  bsn 
no  directions  from  your  grace  by  the  aid  of  this  mondi. 
I  shall  think  of  my  return  to  Ireland  against  the  35di 
of  March,  to  endeavour  to  be  chosen  to  the  living  </ 
St.  Nicholas,  as  I  have  been  encouraged  to  hope;  |»t 
would  readily  retom  at  a  week's  warning,  b>  solicit 
that  affair  with  my  lord-lieutenant  while  be  stays  beff, 
or  in  any  other  manner  your  grace  will  please  to 
direct 

•  *'  Projeel  for  the  Advaaosnenl  of  Beligloa  aad 
tion  of  Bfumos.** 
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Vour  gnee  knowt  long  before  thif  that  Dr.  IMilles 
ii  bUhop  of  Waterford.  The  court  and  archbishop  of 
Canterbury  [TeuiMn]  were  strongly  engaged  for  an- 
other penon  not  much  suspected  in  Ireland,  any  more 
than  the  choice  already  made  was,  I  believe,  either 
here  or  there. 

The  two  bouses  are  still  busy  in  lord  Peterborough's 
aiEiir,  which  seems  to  be  little  more  than  an  amuse- 
mfnt,  which  it  is  conceived  might  at  this  time  be 
spired,  considering  how  slow  we  are  said  to  be  in  our 
|«epai«tions;  which  I  believe  is  the  ordy  reason  why 
it  was  talked  the  other  day  about  the  town  as  if  there 
would  be  soon  a  treaty  of  peace.  There  is  a  report  of 
my  lord  Galway*s  death,  but  it  is  not  credited.  It  is 
s  perfect  jest  to  see  my  lord  Peterborough,  reputed  as 
great  a  Whig  as  any  in  England,  abhorred  by  his  own 
party  and  caressed  by  the  Tories. 

The  great  question,  whether  the  number  of  men  in 
Spain  and  Portugal,  at  the  time  of  the  battle  of  Al- 
roanok  was  about  8600,  when  there  ought  to  have 
been  29,600,  was  carried  on  Tuesday  in  the  affirmative, 
against  the  court,  without  a  division,  which  was  oc- 
casioned by  sir  Thomas  Hanmer's  oratory.  It  seems  to 
hare  been  no  party  question,  there  being  many  of  both 
f;]ad  and  sorry  for  it.  The  court  has  not  been  for- 
tnnate  in  their  questions  this  session ;  and  I  hear  some 
i>f  both  parties  expressing  contrary  passions  upon  it 
I  tell  your  grace  bare  matters  of  fact,  being  not  in- 
dined  to  make  reflections;  and  if  I  were,  I  could  not 
tell  what  to  make,  so  oddlv  jieople  are  subdivided. — 
I  am,  my  lord,  your  graces  most  obedient  and  most 
Gamble  servant,  Jonathan  Swipt. 


TO  THE  SAME. 

London.  Febmary  IS,  1707. 
HiTiHo  written  what  I  had  of  business  about  three 
P^  9^t  (whereof  I  wait  an  answer,)  perhaps  it  may 
be  Mime  amosement  to  you  for  a  few  minutes  to  hear 
Moe  particulars  about  the  turns  we  have  had  at  court. 
Vcftrrday  the  seals  were  taken  from  Mr.  Harley,  and 
(tr  llamas  Hansel  gave  up  his  staff.  They  went  to 
l^cnongton  together  for  that  purpose,  and  came  back 
umaediately,  and  went  together  into  the  house  of  com- 
Boni.  Mr.  St.  John  designs  io  lay  down  in  a  few 
^Jh  as  a  friend  of  his  told  me,  though  he  advised 
Din  to  the  contrary;  and  they  talk  that  Mr.  Bruges, 
>nl  Mr.  Coke  the  vice-chamberlain,  with  some  others, 
vrll  do  the  like.  Mr.  Harley  had  been  for  some  time, 
^^  the  greatest  art  imaginable,  carrying  on  an  in- 
^'^w  to  alter  the  ministry,  and  began  wim  no  less  an 
^nterpriae  than  that  of  removing  the  lord-treasurer,  and 
bdoeariy  effected  it,  by  &e  help  of  Mrs.  Masham, 
««e  of  the  queen's  dressers,  who  was  a  great  and  a 
pwing  favourite,  of  much  industry  and  insinuation. 
"  vent  so  far  that  the  queen  told  Mr.  St.  John  a 
»eekago  <<  that  she  was  resolved  to  part  with  lord- 
^wuer;  and  sent  him  with  a  letter  to  the  duke  of 
^ariboiQQgh,  which  she  read  to  him,  to  that  purpose ; 
ud  the  gave  St.  John  leave  to  tell  it  about  the  town, 
^hich  he  did  without  any  reserve;  and  Harley  told  a 
ineod  of  mine  a  week  ago  that  he  was  never  safer  in 
|>nnu  or  employment  On  Sunday  evening  last  the 
i<^rl.treasnrer  [Godolphin]  and  duke  of  Marlborough 
»«t  ont  of  the  council }  and  Harley  delivered  a  me- 
'^"ria]  to  the  queen,  relatine  to  the  emperor  and  the 
*^-  Uoon  which  the  duke  of  Somerset  rose,  and 
^<  <*  if  her  nuyestr  suffered  that  fellow  (pointing  to 
^7)  to  trsat  aiSurs  of  the  war  without  advice  of 
^^  traeial,  he  could  not  serve  her  ;'*  and  so  left  the 
«wjca.  The  carl  of  Pembroke,  though  in  milder 
*^  spoke  to  the  same  purpose ;  so  did  most  of  the 
wfdi;  and  the  next  day  the  queen  was  prevailed  upon 
u/**^  ^«  ottt,  though  the  seals  were  not  delivered 
^U  yettenUy,    It  was  likewise  said  that  Mrs.  Masham 


is  forbid  the  court ;  but  this  I  have  no  assurance  of. 
Seven  lords  of  the  Whig  party  are  appointed  to  ex- 
amine Gregg,*  who  lies  condemned  in  Newgate ;  and 
a  certain  lord  of  the  council  told  me  yesterday  that 
there  are  endeavours  to  bring  in  Harley  as  a  party  in 
that  business,  and  to  carry  it  as  far  as  an  impeachment. 
All  this  business  has  been  much  fomented  by  a  lord 
whom  Harley  had  been  chiefly  instrumental  in  im- 
peaching some  years  ago.  The  secretary  always  d  readed 
him,  and  made  all  imaginable  advances  to  be  recon- 
ciled, but  could  never  prevail ;  which  made  him  say 
Yesterday  to  some  who  told  it  to  me,  '*  that  he  had 
laid  his  neck  under  their  feet,  and  they  trod  upon  it'* 
I  am  just  going  this  moniiug  to  visit  that  lord,  who  has 
a  very  free  way  of  telling  what  he  cares  not  who  hears : 
and  if  I  can  learn  any  more  particulars  worth  telling, 
you  shall  have  them.  I  never  in  my  life  saw  or  heard 
such  divisions  and  complications  of  parties  as  there 
have  been  for  some  time  *  you  sometimes  see  the  ex- 
tremes of  Whig  and  Tory  driving  on  the  same  thing. 
I  have  heard  the  chief  Whigs  blamed  by  their  own 
party  fur  want  of  moderation,  and  I  know  a  Whig  lord 
m  good  employment  who  voted  with  the  highest  Tories 
against  the  court  and  the  ministry,  with  whom  he  is 
nearly  allied.  My  lord  Peterborough's  affair  is  yet 
upon  the  anvil,  and  what  they  will  beat  it  out  to  no 
man  can  tell.  It  is  said  that  Harley  had  laid  a  scheme 
for  an  entire  new  ministry,  and  the  men  are  named  to 
whom  the  several  employments  were  to  be  given.  And 
though  his  project  has  miscarried,  it  is  reckimed  the 
greatest  piece  of  court  skill  that  has  been  acted  these 
many  years. — I  have  heard  nothing  since  morning,  but 
that  the  attorney-general^  either  has  laid  down,  or  will 
do  it  in  a  few  days. 

FROM  MR.  ADDISON. 

Febmary  f  9. 1707. 
Sir, — Mr.  Frowde*  tells  me  that  you  design  me  the 
honour  of  a  visit  to-morrow  morning ;  but  my  lord 
Sunderland^  having  directed  me  to  wait  on  him  at 
nine  o'clock,  I  shall  take  it  as  a  particular  favour  if 
Tou  will  give  me  your  company  at  the  George  in  P&ll. 
Mall  about  two  in  the  aftenioon,  when  I  may  hope  to 
enjoy  your  conversatiou  more  at  leisure,  which  I  set  a 
very  great  value  upon.  I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient 
humble  servant,  J.  Addison. 

Mr.  Steele  and  Frowde  will  dine  with  us. 


TO  DR.  STERNE.* 

London,  April  19.  I70A. 
Sir,— I  wonder  whether,  in  the  midst  ox  your  build- 
ings, you  ever  consider  that  I  have  broke  my  shins,  and 
have  been  a  week  confined  this  charming  weather  to 
my  chamber,  and  cannot  go  abroad  to  hear  the  night- 
ingales, or  pun  with  my  lord  Pembroke.  Pug  is  verv 
wdl,  and  likes  London  wonderfully,  but  Greenwich 
better,  where  we  could  hardly  keep  him  from  hunting 
down  the  deer.  I  am  told  by  some  at  court  that  the 
bishop  of  Kildare  [Dr.  William  Ellis]  is  utterly 
bent  upon  a  removal  on  this  side,  though  it  be  to  St. 
Asaph :  and  then  the  question  must  be,  whether  Dr. 
Pratt  will  be  dean  of  St  Patrick's,  minister  of  St 
Catharine's,  or  provost  f  For  I  teU  you  a  secret,  that 
the  queen  is  resolved  the  next  promotion  shall  be  to 
one  of  Dublin  education :  this  she  told  the  lord-lieu- 
tenant. Your  new  Waterford  bishop  franks  his  letters, 
which  no  bishop  does  that  writes  to  me ;  I  suppose  it 
is  some  peculiar  privilege  of  that  see.    The  dissenters 

•  An  under  clerk  in  Harley's  oflke,  eoodemned  and  exerutod 
for  traitorous  eorteipondenoa. 

b  Sir  Simon,  nlterwurds  lord  Haiemiri,  chancellor  In  IIft^ 
ley*t  Miminiiitratiun. 

"  Philip  Frowde,  ewq.,  ion  of  Athbarahani  Fmwde,  esq.. 
oomptroUer  of  the  foreiscn  department  at  tlte  post-oflice. 

'  To  whom  Mr.  Addiaoin  was  lecretary. 

•  Dean  of  Si.  Patrick*!,  afterwards  bishop  of  Clogher. 
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have  made  very  good  use  here  of  your  irigfaU  in  Ire- 
land upon  the  intended  invasion ;  and  the  archbiihop 
M'rites  me  word  that  the  address  of  Dublin  city  wili 
be  to  the  same  purpose,  which  I  think  the  clergy  ought 
to  have  done  their  best  to  prevent,  and  I  hope  they 
did  so.  Here  has  the  Irish  speaker  [AUan  Broderick, 
esq.]  been  soliciting  to  get  the  test  clause  repealed  by  an 
act  here ;  for  which  I  hope  he  will  be  impeach^  when 
your  parliament  meets  again,  as  well  as  for  some  other 
things  I  could  mention.  I  hope  you  will  be  of  my 
opinion  in  what  I  have  told  the  archbishop  about  those 
addresses.  And  if  his  grace  and  clergy  of  the  pro- 
vince send  an  address,  I  desire  I  may  present  it;  as 
one  of  the  chapter,  which  is  the  regular  way ;  but  I 
beg  you  will  endeavour  among  you  that  the  church - 
of-Ireland  gentlemen  may  send  an  address  to  set  the 
queen  and  court  right  about  the  test :  which  every  one 
here  is  of  opinion  you  should  do ;  or  else  I  have  reason 
to  fear  it  will  be  repealed  here  next  session ;  which 
will  be  of  terrible  consequence,  both  as  to  the  thing 
a2id  the  manner,  by  the  parliament  here  interfering  in 
things  purely  of  Ireland  that  have  no  relation  to  any 
interest  of  theirs. 

If  you  will  not  use  me  as  your  bogk-buyer,  make 
use  of  sir  Andrew  Fountaine,  who  sends  you  his 
numble  service,  and  will  carry  over  a  cargo  as  big  as 
you  please  toward  the  end  of  summer,  when  he  and  I 
intend  my  lord-lieutenant  [earl  of  Pembroke]  shall 
come  in  our  company  without  fail,  and  in  spite  of 
Irish  reports  that  say  we  shall  come  no  more. 

I  reckon  by  this  time  you  have  done  with  masons 
and  carpenters,  and  are  now  beginning  with  uphol- 
sterers, with  whom  you  may  go  on  as  slow  and  sooerly 
as  you  please.  But  pray  keep  the  garden  till  I  come. 
I  am,  sir,  your  most  faidiful,  humble  servant, 

Jonathan  Swift. 

Direct  the  enclosed,  and  deliver  it  to  the  greatest 
person  in  your  neighbourhood. 


TO  THE  SAMB. 

Jane.  170|. 
Siit,»I  writ  to  you  some  weeks  ago,  and  enclosed  (as 
now)  a  letter  to  your  neighbour.  But  I  fear  it  was  kid- 
napped by  some  privateer,  or  else  you  were  lazy  or  forget- 
ful, or,  which  is  full  as  good  perhaps,  it  had  no  need  of 
an  answer,  and  I  would  not  for  a  good  deal  that  the 
former  had  miscarried,  because  the  enclosed  was  won- 
derfully politic,  and  would  Iiave  been  read  to  you,  as 
this,  I  suppose,  will,  though  it  be  not  half  so  profound. 
Now  are  you  gone  some  summer  ramble,  and  will  not 
receive  this  in  a  fortnight,  nor  send  the  enclosed  in 
as  much  more.  I  have  often  begged  you  would  let 
me  buy  you  one  fifty  pounds*  worth  of  books ;  but  now 
I  have  been  here  so  long,  I  believe  you  will  have  rea- 
son to  appr^end  I  may  sink  tlie  money.  Sir  Andrew 
Fountaine*  will  never  be  satisfied  till  he  gets  into  the 
little  room,  with  the  three  Ashes,  the  bishop  of  Kill- 
ala,  [Dr.  William  Lloyd,]  and  myself,  to  be  happy 
at  the  expense  of  your  wine  and  conversation. 

Here  is  a  sight  of  two  girls  joined  together  at  the 
back,  which,  in  the  newsmongers  phrase,  causes  a 
great  many  speculations;  and  raises  abundance  of 
questions  in  divinity,  law,  and  physic.^  The  boys  of 
our  town  are  mighty  happy,  for  we  are  to  have  a  be- 
heafling  next  week,  unless  the  queen  will  interpose 
her  mercy.*^  Here  is  a  long  lampoon  publicly  printed, 
abusing  by  name  at  length  all  the  young  people  of 

*  Dr.  Swift,  in  nos.'uied  to  lodge  with  bir  Andrew  Fouutaine 
when  he  was  in  London. 

^  Tliere  is  a  narticular  nocount  of  them  in  the  "  Philosophical 
Transactiooa"  for  the  year  175S. 

<^  or  Edward  lord  Griffin,  attainted  byoutlawry  for  high- 
trpa«tn  committad  in  the  reign  of  king  William,  and  on  the 
I5th  ot  May.  1708,  ordered  for  execution,  but  reprieved. 


quality  that  walk  in  the  pBrk.a    TheK  are  effects  of 
our  liberty  of  the  press. 

I  long  to  know  what  is  become  of  your  new  house, 
whether  there  is  yet  a  union  between  that  sad  the  little 
one,  or  whether  the  work  stops  for  want  of  money ;  and 
you  pretend  it  is  only  that  the  boards  may  hsTe  dott 
to  season.  We  are  still  in  pain  for  Mr.  Doppinf'i 
being  in  one  of  the  packet-boats  that  were  tskeo.  Ht 
and  many  more  have  vowed  never  to  xetum  to  Engknd 
again;  which,  if  they  forget^  they  may  properljhe 
called  vows  written  in  water. 

Pray,  sir,  let  me  hear  from  you  some  time  tiiii  b«t 
weather,  for  it  will  be  very  refreshing ;  and  I  am  cori* 
fined  by  business  to  tiiis  ugly  town,  which,  at  tkU 
season  of  the  year,  is  almost  insufferable.  I  am,  lir, 
your  most  faithful,  humble  servant, 

JoNATtUN  Svin. 


TO  ARCHBISHOP  KINO. 

LondoQ,  Joue  10,  \%». 
My  Lord,—- I  sent  your  ^|race  a  long  letter  lerenl 
weeks  ago,  enclosed  in  one  to  the  dean  [Dr.  Sterna'. 
I  know  not  whether  it  came  to  your  hands,  having  not 
since  been  honoured  with  your  commands.  I  belim 
I  told  your  grace  that  I  was  directly  advised  bf  mj 
lord  Sunderland,  my  lord  Somas,  Mr.  Southwell,  and 
others  to  apply  to  my  lord -treasurer  [earl  of  Godol- 
phinl  in  behalf  of  the  clergy  of  Ireland ;  and  loni 
Sunderland  undertook  to  bring  me  to  lord-titsiom. 
which  was  put  off  for  some  time  on  account  of  the 
invasion.  For  it  is  the  method  here  of  great  mimitei, 
when  any  public  matter  is  in  hand,  to  make  it  u 
excuse  for  putting  off  all  private  application.  I  d^ 
ferred  it  some  time  longer,  because  I  had  a  mind  mj 
lord  Sunderland  should  go  along  with  me;  bateitlMr 
tlie  one  or  the  other  was  always  busy  or  out  of  d» 
way;  however,  his  lordship  had  prepared  lord-tit»* 
surer,  and  engaged  him  (as  he  assured  me)  to  duok 
well  of  the  matter;  and  the  other  day  lord-trea- 
surer appointed  me  to  attend  him.  He  took  me  io'o 
a  private  room,  and  I  told  him  my  story;  "thit 
I  was  commanded  by  your  gmoe,  and  desired  by 
some  other  bishops,  to  use  what  little  credit  1  hid, 
to  solicit  (under  the  direction  of  my  lord-lieotenaot) 
the  remitting  of  the  first-fruits ;  which,  from  tbefsroar> 
able  representation  of  his  lordship  to  the  queoi  aboot 
four  yean  ago,  the  clergy  were  encoura^  to  ba{i« 
would  be  granted ;  that  I  had  been  told  it  migkt  be 
of  use  if  some  person  could  be  admitted  to  hb  fat* 
sence,  at  his  usual  times  of  being  attended,  in  ordn  (o 
ut  him  in  mind :  for  the  rest,  they  relied  entirely  <n 
is  excellency's  good  office  and  his  lordship'i  di*" 
positions  to  favour  the  church.'"  He  said,  in  anctMr. 
"  he  was  passive  in  this  business :  that  he  supposed  the 
lord-lieutenant  would  engage  in  it,  to  whom,  if  I 
pleased,  he  would  repeat  what  I  had  said/'  I  repli<d, 
"  I  had  the  honour  of  being  well  known  to  his  excel- 
lency ;  that  I  intended  to  ask  his  leave  to  solicit  tU< 
matter  with  his  lordship,  but  had  not  mentioned  it  Tet« 
because  I  did  not  know  whether  I  had  credit  cuoo^ 
to  gain  that  access  he  was  now  pleased  to  hoooor  ne 
with :  that  upon  his  lordship's  leave  to  attend  bin, 
signified  to  me  by  the  earl  of  Sunderlaiid,  I  went  t» 
inform  his  excellency,  not  doubting  hit  consent ;  bot 
did  not  find  him  at  home,  and  therefore  ventured  to 
come ;  but,  not  knowing  how  his  exceileocy  mi^ 
understand  it,  I  begged  his  lordship  to  My  iwthiiif  ti, 
my  lord  lieutenant^  until  I  had  me  honour  to  nit 
on  him  again." 

This  my  lord-treasurer  agreed  to,  and,  entoring  on  tbe 
subject,  told  me,  **  that  since  tlie  queen's  grant  of  tbe 

*  A  poem  by  Olditworth  under  the  title  of  "Su  1ib<«> 
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fint  fhiiti  here,  he  wai  confident  not  one  clergyman  hi 
England  waf  a  thilliug  the  better."  I  told  him,  «  I 
tbou^t  it  lay  nnder  tome  incombrancefl."  He  said,  '*  it 
wai  true ;  but  besides  that,  it  was  wholly  abased  in 
the  diftribution ;  that  as  to  ^oae  in  Ireland,  they  were 
ID  inctMuiderable  thing,  not  above  1000/.  or  1200/. 
*>yMr,  which  was  almost  nothing  for  the  queen  to  grant, 
upon  two  conditions !  Fint,  that  it  should  be  well  dis- 
powd  of;  and,  secondly,  that  it  should  be  well  received, 
widi  due  acknowledgments;  in  which  cases  he  would 
jp?e  his  cooHnt :  otherwise,  to  deal  freely  with  me,  he 
una  would.**  I  said,  **  as  to  the  first,  that  1  was  con> 
fid«nt  the  bishops  would  leave  the  methods  of  disposing 
it  entirely  to  bm  majcsty*s  breast ;  as  to  the  second,  her 
Dujeityand  hia  lordship  might  count  upon  all  the 
icknovledgnents  that  me  most  gmtefhl  and  dutiful 
rahjects  could  pay  to  a  prince.  That  I  had  the  mis- 
forttme  to  be  altogether  unknown  to  his  lordship,  else  I 
ihould  pnsnme  to  ask  him  whether  he  understood  any 
putiouar  acknowledgments."  He  replied,  **By  acknow- 
itdf^aeo/tt  I  do  not  mean  anything  under  their  hands ; 
but  1  irill  so  far  explain  myself  to  tell  you  I  mean 
Wttflr  scknowledgments  than  those  of  the  clergy  of 
Knirluid.*' 

I  then  begged  his  lordship  *'  to  give  me  his  advice 
what  fort  of  acknowledgments  he  thought  fittest  for  the 
clnjfj  to  make,  which  I  was  sure  would  be  of  mighty 
wntiht  widi  them."  He  answered,  **  I  can  only  say, 
iftio,  such  acknowledgments  as  they  ought** 

We  had  some  other  discourse  of  less  moment ;  and 
iftcr  licence  to  attend  him  on  oocaaion,  I  took  my 

I  tell  your  grace  these  particulars  in  his  very  words, 
ai  near  as  I  can  recollect,  because  I  think  them  of 
iDoment,  and  I  believe  your  grace  may  think  them  so 
too.  I  told  Southwell  all  that  had  passed,  and  we  agreed 
b  oar  commentSi  of  which  I  desired  him  now  to  inform 
TOO.  He  set  out  for  Ireland  this  morning,  I  am  rfr- 
•olved  to  see  my  lord  Sunderland  in  a  day  or  two,  and 
rrlate  what  my  lord-treasurer  said,  as  he  has  commanded 
me  to  do ;  aind  perhaps  I  may  prevail  on  him  to  let 
me  know  his  lord«hip*s  meaning,  to  which  I  am  pr^ 
ptred  to  answer,  as  Mr.  Southwell  will  let  you  know. 

At  evening,  the  same  day,  I  attended  my  lord-lieu- 
t^iunt,  and  desired  to  know  what  progress  he  had  made ; 
aiid  tt  the  same  time  proposed  '*  that  he  would  give 
me  leave  to  attend  lord-treasurer  only  as  a  common 
»licitor,  to  refresh  his  memory.**  I  was  very  much 
luqkrised  at  his  answer,  **  that  the  matter  was  not  before 
die  tieasaier,  hut  entirely  with  the  queen,  and  there- 
fon^itwas  needless;**  upon  which,  I  said  nodiing  of 
b»iD|(  been  there.  He  said,  <<  he  had  writ  lately  to  your 
psce  an  account  of  what  was  done ;  that  some  progress 
vu  made ;  but  they  put  it  off  because  it  was  a  time  of 
wv,  hut  that  he  had  some  hopes  it  would  be  done :"  but 
this  is  only  such  an  account  as  his  excellency  thinks  fit 
to  give,  although  I  sent  it  your  grace  by  his  orders.  I 
H[»  that  in  hia  letters  he  is  fuller.  My  lord-treasurer, 
■■0  the  other  hand,  assured  me,  **  he  had  the  papers" 
'vhich  his  excellency  denied);  and  talked  of  it  as  a 
roattrr  that  had  long  lain  before  hira,  which  several 
[*nons  in  great  employments  assure  me  is  and  must 
wfnie. 

Tfaos  your  grace  sees  that  I  shall  have  nothing  more 
to  dr>  ip  this  matter,  further  than  pursuing  the  cold  scent 
of  aiking  his  excellency,  once  a-moitth,  how  it  goes  on  ; 
v^ii^h,  I  think,  I  had  as  good  forbear,  since  it  will  turn 
to  little  account.  All  I  can  do  is,  to  engage  my  lord 
Saiiderland's  interest  with  my  lord-treasurer,  whenever 
it  U  brought  before  him ;  or  to  hint  it  to  some  other 
pcnom  of  power  and  credit ;  and  likewise  to  endeavour 
to  take  off  that  scandal  the  clergy  of  Ireland  lie  under, 
^  heing  the  reretse  of  what  they  really  are,  with 
tvvpect  to  the  revolntiony  loyalty  to  the  queen,  and  set- 


tlement of  the  crown ;  which  is  here  the  construction  of 
the  word  Tory. 

I  design  to  tell  my  lord-treasurer  that,  this  being  a 
matter  my  lord-lieutenaut  has  undertaken,  he  does  not 
think  proper  I  should  trouble  his  lordship ;  and  which, 
recommending  it  to  his  goodness,  I  shall  forbear  any 
further  mention.  I  am  sensible  how  lame  and  tedioua 
an  account  thia  is,  and  humbly  beg  your  moe*a 
pardon ;  but  I  still  insist  that,  if  it  had  been  solicited 
four  years  ago  by  no  abler  hand  than  my  own,  while  the 
duke  of  Ormond  waa  in  Ireland,  it  might  have  been 
done  in  a  month :  and  I  believe  it  may  be  so  still,  if 
his  excellency  lays  any  weight  of  his  credit  upon  it, 
otherwise,  Qod  know*  when.  For  myself,  I  have 
notfaingmore  to  dohere  but  toattend  my  lord-lieutenant*8 
motions,  of  whose  return  we  are  very  uncertain,  and  to 
manage  some  personal  affairs  of  my  own.  I  beg  the 
continuance  of  your  grace's fkvour,  and  your  blessing; 
and  am,  with  all  icapect,  your  grace's  most  obe- 
dient, Ac. 

FBOM  ANTHONY  HENLEY.  Ea^ 

Gnngr,  Septamber  16, 1V0«. 
YcaTBROAY  the  weather-glasa  was  at  28  inohea,  which 
is  lower  than  ever  I  saw  it ;  the  wind  was  at  east,  a 
very  dull  quarter;  the  garden  so  wet  there  waa  no 
looking  into  it ;  and  I  myself,  by  consequenee,  in  tha 
spleen.  Before  night,  the  glass  rose,  the  wind  changed, 
the  garden  dried,  I  received  your  letter,  and  waa  as 
well  as  ever  I  waa  in  mj  lile,  to  ny  thiidung,  though 
perhans  you  may  think  otherwise.  The  reason  why 
your  letter  waa  so  long  a^wming  to  my  handa  waa  ita 
being  directed  to  me  near  Winchester,  and  Alresford  ia 
the  post-town  nearest  to  me.  If  the  officers  should 
come  to  you,  doctor,  if  yoa  want  a  security  that  your 
children  shan't  be  troublesome  to  the  parish,  pray  make 
use  of  me.  Ill  stand  for  *em  all,  thougli  you  were  to 
have  as  many  as  Uie  Holland  countess.  We  have  had 
a  tedious  expectation  of  the  success  of  the  siege  of 
Lisle :  the  country  people  begin  to  think  there  ia  no 
such  thing,  and  say  the  newspapers  talk  of  it  to  make 
people  bear  paying  taxes  a  year  longer.  I  dont  know 
now  Steele**  will  get  off  of  it ;  hb  veracity  is  at  staJse 
in  Hantshire.  Pray  desire  him  to  take  the  town,  though 
he  should  leave  the  citadel  for  a  nesti-egg.  I  haVt  the 
honour  to  know  colonel  Hunter ;  but  I  never  saw  him 
in  so  good  company  as  you  have  put  him  in,  lord 
HalifSu,  Mr.  Addison,  Mr.  Congreve,  and  the  Gaaetteer 
[Stede].  Since  he  is  there,  let  him  stay  there.  Pkay, 
doctor,  let  me  know  whether  writing  letters  be  talking 
to  oneself,  or  talking  to  odier  folk* ;  lor  I  think  the 
world  baa  settled  it  that  talking  to  oneself^  which 
offends  nobody,  is  noadness ;  and  talking  to  odier  people^ 
which  generally  is  not  quite  so  harmless,  is  wit,  or  good 
breeding,  or  religion,  or — I  won't  write  a  word  more 
till  you  have  satisfied  me  what  I  have  been  doing  all 
this  while.  I  am  sure  one  need  not  have  writ  two  pages 
to  introduce  my  assuring  you  that  I  am  your  most 
affectionate  humble  servant,  A.  Henlev. 

FROM  THE  SAME. 

November  t,  17M. 
Dear  DocTos,-»Though  you  won't  send  me  your 
broomstick  [The  "  MedtUtion  on  a  Broomstick"],  111 
send  you  as  good  a  reflection  upon  death  aa  even 
Adrian's  himaelf,  though  the  fellow  was  but  an  old 
fanner  of  mine  that  made  it.  He  had  been  ill  a  good 
while ;  and  when  his  friends  saw  him  a-going,  they  all 
came  croaking  about  him  as  usual ;  and  one  of  them 
asking  him,  how  he  did  f  he  replied,  in  great  pain,  "If 
I  could  but  get  this  same  breath  out  of  my  body,  I'd 
take  care,  by  G— ,  how  I  let  it  come  in  again."   This, 

•  Of  th«  Onnga,  in  the  eounty  of  Southamptoa,  M.  P.  for 
Meloombo-R«gis. 
k  Then  writer  of  the  '*  Oasette. ' 
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if  it  irere  put  in  fine  Latin,  I  fancy  would  make  a« 
good  a  sound  as  any  I  have  met  with.  I  am,  your 
most  affectionate,  humble  servant,  A.  Henlev. 


TO  ARCHBISHOP  KING. 

London.  November  9.  170S. 
My  Lord, — ^Your  grace's  letter  of  Sept.  7  found  me  in 
Kent,  where  I  took  the  opportunity  to  retire  during  my 
lord  Pembroke's  absence  with  his  new  lady,  who  are 
both  expected  to-morrow.  I  went  afterward  to  Epsom, 
and  returned  but  yesterday :  ^is  was  the  cause  of  my 
so  long  omitting  to  acknowledge  yotur  letter.  I  am  ready 
to  agree  with  your  grace  that  very  wrong  representa- 
tions are  made  of  things  and  persons  here  by  people 
who  reside  on  this  side  but  a  short  time,  converse  at 
second  or  third  hand,  and  on  their  return  make  a  vanity 
of  knowing  more  than  they  do.  This  I  have  observed 
myself  in  Ireland,  even  among  people  of  some  rank  and 
quality ;  and  I  believe  your  grace  will  proceed  on  much 
better  grounds  by  trusting  to  your  own  wisdom  and 
experience  of  things  than  such  intelligence. 

I  spoke  formerly  all  I  knew  of  the  twentieth  parts ; 
and  whatever  Mr.  D  has  said  in  his  letters  about 

staying  until  a  peace,  I  do  assure  your  grace,  is  nothing 
but  words.  However,  that  matter  is  now  at  an  end. 
There  is  a  new  world  here ;  and  yet  I  agree  with  you, 
that  if  there  be  an  intenegnum  it  will  be  the  mo- 
perest  time  to  address  my  lord-treasurer ;  and  I  shall 
second  it  Mrith  all  the  credit  I  have,  and  very  openly ; 
and  I  know  not  Hf  one  difficulty  lies  in  the  way)  but  it 
may  prove  a  lucky  juncture. 

On  my  return  ftom  Kent  (the  night  of  the  prince's 
death),  I  staid  a  few  days  in  town  before  I  went  to 
Epsom :  I  then  visited  a  certain  great  man,  and  we  en- 
tered very  freely  into  discourse  upon  the  present  juncture. 
He  assured  me  there  was  no  doubt  now  of  the  scheme 
holding  about  the  admiralty  [Orford],  the  government 
of  Irelaiul  [Wharton],  and  presidency  of  the  council 
[Somen],  the  disposition  wnereof  your  grace  knows 
as  well  as  I ;  and  although  I  care  not  to  mingle  public 
affairs  with  the  interest  of  so  private  a  person  as  myself, 
yet,  upon  such  a  revolution,  not  knowing  how  far  my 
friends  may  endeavour  to  engage  me  in  the  service  of 
a  new  government,  I  wotdd  beg  your  grace  to  have 
favourable  thoughts  of  me  on  such  an  occasion ;  and 
to  assure  you  that  no  prospect  of  making  my  fortune 
shall  ever  {»evail  on  me  to  go  against  what  becomes  a 
man  of  conscience  and  truUi,  and  an  entire  friend  to 
the  established  church.  This  I  say,  in  case  such  a 
thing  should  happen;  for  my  thoughts  are  turned 
ano^er  way,  if  the  earl  of  Berkeley's  journey  to 
Vienna  holds,  apd  the  ministry  will  Keep  their  pro- 
mise of  making  me  the  queen's  secretary,  by  which  I 
shall  be  out  of  the  way  of  parties,  until  it  shall  please 
God  I  have  some  place  to  retire  to  a  little  above  con- 
tempt :  or,  if  all  fiiil,  until  your  grace  and  die  dean  of 
St.  Patrick's  shall  think  fit  to  dispose  of  that  poor  town 
living  in  my  favour. 

Upon  this  event  of  the  prince's  death,  the  contention 
designed  with  the  court  about  a  spedcer  is  dropped, 
and  all  agree  in  sir  Richard  Onslow,  which  is  looked 
on  as  ano&er  argument  for  the  scheme  succeeding. 
This  I  had  from  the  same  hand. 

As  to  a  comprehension  which  your  grace  seems  to 
doubt  an  intention  of,  from  what  was  told  me,  I  can 
say  nothing :  doubtless,  it  must  be  intended  to  come  to 
that  at  last,  if  not  worse ;  but  I  believe  at  present,  it 
was  meant  that  there  should  be  a  consent  to  what  was 
endeavoured  at  in  your  parliament  lott  session. 

I  thought  to  have  writ  more  largdy  to  your  grace, 
imagining  I  had  much  matter  in  my  head ;  but  it 
fails,  or  is  not  convenient  at  present  If  the  scheme 
holds,  I  shall  make  bold  to  tell  your  grace  my  thoughts 
as  formerly,  under  cover,  because  I  believe  there  will 


be  a  great  deal  to  be  thought  of  and  done.  A  little  time 
may  produce  a  great  deal.  Tilings  are  now  in  great 
suspense  both  at  home  and  abroad.  The  parliament, 
we  think,  will  have  no  prorogation.  There  is  no  talk 
of  the  duke  of  Marlborough's  return  yet  Speculative 
people  talk  of  a  peace  this  winter,  of  which  I  can  form 
no  prospect  acconling  to  our  demands.  I  am,  my  lord, 
your  grace's  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

Jonathan  Swift. 

Your  grace  will  please  to  direct  your  commands  to 
me  at  St  James's  Coffeehouse  in  St  James's-street 


FROM  ARCHBISHOP  KING. 

Dublin.  November  SO.  170«. 
Reverend  Sir, — ^I  have  yours  of  the  9tfa  instant,  and  if 
the  scheme  of  alteration  holds  as  represented,  I  despair 
of  our  twentieth  parts  in  the  present  method ;  yet  I 
can't  think  it  proper  to  move  in  any  new  coarse  till  the 
declaration  of  what  is  intended  be  more  autheotic     I 
have  no  good  ground  for  my  doubt ;  and  yet  in  my 
own  mind  1  make  some  question  whether  all  things 
will  be  just  as  surmised.     If  I  find  this  to  be  so  in 
earnest,  I  will  then  endeavour  to  obtain  an  address  to 
my  lord-treasurer,  which  I  suppose  has  been  hitherto 
wanting ;  but,  if  the  matter  stick  on  any  coiMidera- 
tions  not  agreeable,  diere  is  an  end  of  it     To  deal 
freely,  I  have  very  little  hope  of  succeeding  any  way  : 
but  it  will  not  make  things  worse  to  try  the  experiment, 
f  understand  some  dissenters  from  hence  will  apply 
to  the  parliament  of  England  this  sesssion,  to  obtain  a 
repeal  of  the  test,  and  for  a  toleration  on  a  larger  loot 
than  in  England ;  and  that  a  fund  is  raised  and  agents 
appointed  to  solicit  their  affairs  by  the  Pre^yters  of 
the  nordi.     I  have  had  some  intimation  diat  all  dis- 
senters are  not  of  a  mind  in  this  point ;  the  other  sects, 
if  I  am  rightly  informed,  being  as  much  afraid  of  them 
as  of  us ;   and  that  they  would  rather  be  as  tbey  are 
than  run  ihe  hazard  of  coming  under  the/«»  divi$tmm 
of  Presbytery.    Something  pleasant  enough  is  said  to 
have  happened  on  this  occasion.     A  certain  person  en- 
deavouxed  to  comfort  them  and  remove  their  jealousy 
by  telling  them  they  needed  not  to  fear ;  fit  that  the 
greatest  friends  to  dissenters,  and  who  would  be  raos 
sealous  for  toleration,  never  designed  to  establish  aay 
church,  but  only  to  destroy  that  which  had  the  proter* 
tion  of  the  laws.    Whether  this  will  give  them  satisfac^ 
tion  I  can't  tell ;  but  am  certain  that  if  any  have  so 
wicked  a  design  they  will  fail  in  it. 

I  am  often  alann<Ml  with  the  feaxi  of  some  good  men. 
who  would  persuade  me  that  religion  is  in  danger  of 
being  rooted  out  of  the  hearts  of  men ;  and  they  wi»- 
dered  to  see  me  so  sanguine  in  the  cause.  But  I  tell 
them  tLat  I  believe  it  is  with  religion  as  with  paternal 
affection ;  some  profligate  wretches  may  forget  it,  and 
some  may  dose  themselves  so  long  with  perverse  think- 
ing as  not  to  see  any  reason  for  it ;  but  in  spite  of  9II 
the  ill-natured  and  false  philosophy  of  ihme  two  sorti 
of  people,  the  bulk  of  mankind  will  love  their  childiea. 
And  so  it  is  and  will  be  with  the  fear  of  God  and 
religion :  whatever  is  goieral  has  a  powerful  cause, 
though  every  one  cannot  find  it  out 

But  I  have  forgot  my  dissenters :  the  reason  of  tfa«ir 
applying  in  Great  Britain  is,  because  they  see  liide 
reason  to  hope  for  success  here ;  and  if  I  can  judge  oi 
the  sense  of  gentlemen  that  compose  the  parliament, 
they  ne^er  seemed  to  be  further  from  the  nutnour  of 
gratifying  fhem. 

As  to  yoiir  own  concern,  you  ne  hardly  an3rthiDf 
valuable  is  obtained  any  otherwise  than  by  the  govorn- 
ment ;  and  therefore,  if  you  can  attend  the  next  lonl- 
lieutenaut,  you,  in  my  opinion,  ought  not  to  decline  it 
I  assure  myself  that  you  are  too  honest  to  come  00  ill 
terms ;  nor  do  I  believe  any  will  explicidy  be  pn>- 
posed.    I  could  give  several  reasons  why  you  ^oold 
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embnoe  tbii,  thougli  I  have  no  exception  ogaioat  yout 
secretmryihip  ;*  except  that  you  may  low  too  much 
time  in  it,  which,  cootidering  all  things,  you  caimot  lo 
wcU  spare  at  thb  time  of  the  day.  • 

At  to  my  own  part,  I  tiiank  God  I  was  never  much 
frightawd  by  any  alterations :  neither  king  James  nor 
the  earl  of  Tyrconnel  shocked  me.  I  always  comforted 
myself  with  the  112th  Psalm,  7th  verse.  I  never  was 
a  favourite  of  any  government,  nor  have  I  a  prospect  of 
being  so,  though  I  believe  I  have  seen  forty  changes ; 
nor  woidd  I  advise  any  friend  to  sell  himself  to  any, 
so  as  to  be  their  slave.  I  could  write  some  other  things 
that  you  would  desire  to  know ;  but  pen  and  ink  are 
dangerous  tools  in  some  men's  hands,  and  I  love  a 
friend  with  an  ^ypetite.     I  am,  &c. 

William  Dublin. 


TO  THE  LORD  PRIMATE. 

London.  November  SO.  1708. 
Mr  Lord, — I  writ  to  you  about  a  fortnight  ago  after  my 
return  from  the  country,  and  gave  you  some  account 
t!X  an  inCetided  change  at  court,  which  is  now  finished. 
Care  was  taken  to  put  lord  Pembroke  in  mind  of  the 
fixat-fruils  before  he  went  out  of  his  office ;  but  it  was 
needless,  for  his  excellency  had  it  at  heart,  and  the 
thing  i*  done,  of  which  I  suppose  you  have  an  account. 
You  know  who  goes  'over  chaplain ;  the  archbishop 
of  Canterbury,  and  several  other  bishops,  and  the 
liird-treasarer  himself,  solicited  that  matter  in  a  body ; 
it  was  thought  absolutely  necessary,  considering  ^e 
dismal  notion  they  have  here  of  so  many  high-church 
archbishops  among  yon;  and  your  friend  made  no 
^plications,  for  reasons  left  you  to  guess.  I  cannot 
yet  learn  whether  you  are  to  have  a  new  parliament ; 
but  I  am  apt  to  thmk  you  will,  and  tfiat  it  must  be 
thought  necessary,  llie  alTair  of  Drogheday  has 
made  a  noise  here^  and,  like  everything  else  on  your 
sde,  is  used  as  a  handle :  I  have  had  it  rung  in  my 
ears  from  certain  persons.  I  hope  you  are  pr^iared  to 
take  off  the  sacramental  test,  because  that  will  be  a 
means  to  have  it  taken  off  here  among  us;  and  that 
the  clergy  will  be  for  it  in  consideration  of  the  queen's 
bounty ;  and  that  men  in  employment  will  be  so  wise 
as  to  please  the  court,  and  aecure  themselves ;  but,  to 
think  there  is  any  design  of  bringing  the  Scotch  into 
oiEces  is  a  mere  scandal. 

Lord  Pembroke  is  to  have  the  admiralty  only  a  few 
months,  then  to  have  a  pension  of  4000^  a-year,  and 
to  retire ;  and  it  is  thought  lord  Orford  will  succeed 
him,  and  then  it  is  hoped  there  will  be  an  entire 
cfa^oge  in  the  admiralty ;  that  sir  John  Leake  will  be 
turu^  out,  and  the  Whigs  so  well  confirmed,  that  it 
will  not  be  in  the  power  of  the  court,  upon  a  peace,  to 
faring  the  balance  on  the  other  side. 

One  Mr.  Chute  is  named  for  secretary  to  lord  Whar- 
ton :  he  is  a  young  man,  but  reckoned  the  shrewdest 
bead  io  England ;  and  the  person  in  whom  the  Pres- 
byterians chiefly  confide ;  and  if  money  be  necessary 
toward  the  good  work  in  Ireland,  it  is  reckoned  he 
can  command  as  far  as  100,000/.  from  the  body  of 
diaenters  here.  As  to  his  principles,  he  is  truly  a 
OModerate  man,  frequenting  the  church  and  the  meeting 
iiidiflefendy,  Ac. 

The  clergy  are  here  in  an  uproar  upon  their  being 
prorogued  :  the  archbishop  of  Canterbury  takes  pains 
to  have  it  believed  it  was  a  thing  done  without  his 
knowledge.  A  divine  of  note  Tbut  of  the  wrong  side) 
was  with  me  the  other  day,  ana  said  he  had  it  from  a 
guod  hand  that  the  reason  of  this  proceeding  was  an 
intention  of  putting  the  parliament  on  examining  and 
correcting  courts  ecdesiasttc,  &c. 

Tha  archbishop  of  Dublin  is  represented  here  as  one 
that  will  very  much  oppose  our  designs ;  and,  although 

To  the  euboA^y  at  Vienna. 


I  will  not  say  that  the  <<  Obserrator"  it  paid  fir  writtng 
at  he  do0t,  yet  1  can  positively  affirm  to  you  that 
whatever  he  says  of  that  archbishop^  or  of  the  affairs  of 
Ireland,  or  those  here,  is  exactly  agreeable  to  ottr 
ihoughta  and  inteniiofu. 

This  is  all  I  can  recollect  fit  to  infbrm  you  at  pre- 
sent— If  you  please,  I  shall  from  time  to  time  send  you 
anything  that  comes  to  my  knowledge  that  may  be 
worth  your  notice.    I  am,  &e. 

TO  DEAN  STEREN. 

T^ovember  SO,  1708. 
Sir, — I  received  a  letter  from  you  the  Lord  knows 
when,  for  it  has  no  date ;  but  1  conceive  it  to  have 
been  a  month  ago,  for  I  met  it  when  I  came  from  Kent, 
where,  and  at  Epsom,  I  passed  about  six  weeks,  to  di- 
vert myself  the  fag-end  of  the  summer,  which  proved 
to  be  the  best  weather  we  had.  I  am  glad  you  made 
so  good  a  progress  in  your  building ;  but  you  had  the 
emblem  of  industry  in  your  mind,  for  the  bees  begin 
at  the  top,  and  work  downward,  and  at  last  work  them- 
selves out  of  house  and  home,  as  many  of  you  build- 
ers do. 

You  know  before  this  the  great  revolution  we  have 
had  at  court ;  and  that  Dr.  Lambert  is  chaplain  to  the 
lord-lieutenant  pord  Wharton]:  die  archbishop  of 
Canterbury,  several  other  bishop  and  my  lord-trea* 
furer  himself  would  needs  have  it  so.  I  made  no  man- 
ner of  application  for  that  post,  upon  certain  reasons^ 
that  I  shall  let  you  know  if  ever  I  have  the  happiness 
to  see  you  again. 

My  lord  Sunderland  rallied  me  on  that  occasion, 
and  was  very  well  pleased  with  my  answer,  "  that  I 
observed  one  thing  in  all  new  ministries :  for  the  first 
week  or  two  they  are  in  a  hurry,  or  not  to  be  seen ;  and 
when  yon  come  afterward  diey  are  engaged.'* 

What  I  have  to  say  of  the  public,  &c.,  will  be  en- 
closed,* which,  I  suppose,  will  be  shown  you,  and  you 
will  please  to  deliver  as  formerly.  Lord  Pembroke 
takes  all  things  mighty  well,  and  we  pna  together  as 
usual ;  and  he  either  makes  the  best  use  or  the  best 
appearance  with  his  philosophy  of  any  man  I  ever 
knew ;  for  it  is  not  believed  he  is  pleased  at  heart  upon 
many  accounts. 

Sir  Andrew  Fountaine  ii  well,  and  has  either  writ 
to  you  last  post,  or  designs  it  soon. 

Dr.  Pratt  is  buying  good  pennjrworths  of  books  for 
the  college,  and  has  made  some  purchases  that  would 
set  you  a-longing.  You  have  heard  our  mighty  news^ 
is  extremely  dwindled  in  our  last  packets.  However* 
we  expected  a  very  happy  end  of  the  campaign,  which 
this  sudden  thaw  and  foul  weather,  begun  here  yester- 
day, will  soon  bring  to  an  issue.     I  am,  &c. 

TO  ARCHBISHOP  KINO. 

London,  Januaiy  6, 1709. 
Mr  Lord, — Befcnre  I  received  the  honour  of  your 
grace's  of  Nov.  20, 1  had  sent  one  enclosed,  &c.,  with 
what  account  I  could  of  affairs.  Since  that  time  the 
measures  are  altered  of  dissolving  yuur  parliament, 
which,  doubtless,  is  their  wisest  course,  for  certain  ob- 
vious reasons  that  your  grace  will  easily  apprehend  ; 
and  I  suppose  you  have  now  received  directions  about 
proroguing  it,  for  I  saw  the  order  some  days  ago.  I 
should  have  acknowledged  your  grace's  letter,  if  I  had 
not  been  ever  since  persecuted  with  a  cruel  distemper 
of  giddiness  in  my  nead,  that  would  not  suffer  me  to 
write  or  think  of  anything,  and  of  which  I  am  now 
slowly  recovering.  I  sent  you  word  of  the  affair  of 
the  first  fruits  being  performed,  which  my  lord  Pem- 
broke had  the  goodness  to  send  me  immediate  notice 

>^  Alluding  to  ItU  letter  to  archbUhop  Ring. 
*>  The  duke  of  Marlboruugh  koA  priuee  Eugene  obliged  the 
slretor  of  Bavaria  to  raLie  the  siege  of  Bruasels. 
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of.  I  leldom  see  hii  lonUhip  now,  but  when  he  pl( 
to  command  me ;  for  he  sees  nobody  in  public,  and  if 
very  full  of  business.  I  fancy  your  grace  will  think  it 
necessary  that  in  due  time  his  lordship  should  receive 
some  kind  of  thanks  in  form.  I  have  a  fair  pretence 
to  merit  in  this  matter,  although,  in  my  own  conscience, 
I  think  I  have  very  little,  except  my  good  wishes,  and 
frequent  reminding  my  lord  Pembroke.  But  two  great 
men  in  office,  giving  me  joy  of  it,  very  frankly  told 
me,  "  that  if  I  had  not  smoothed  the  way,  by  giving 
them  and  the  rest  of  the  ministry  a  good  opinion  of  the 
justice  of  the  thing;  it  would  have  met  with  opposition  ;** 
upon  which  I  o^y  remarked  what  I  have  always  ob- 
served in  courts,  tluit  when  a  favour  is  done  there  is 
no  want  of  persons  to  challenge  obligations.  Mean- 
time, I  am  in  a  pretty  condition,  who  have  bills  of 
merit  given  me,  that  I  must  thankfully  acknowledge, 
and  yet  cannot  honestly  offer  them  in  payment.  I 
suppose  the  clergy  will,  in  due  tim^  send  the  queen 
an  address  of  thanks  for  her  favour. 

I  very  much  applaud  your  grace's  "  sanguine  tem- 
per,*' as  you  call  it,  and  your  comparison  of  religion 
to  paternal  affection ;  but  the  world  is  divided  into  two 
sects,  those  that  hope  the  best,  and  those  that  fear  the 
worst ;  your  grace  is  of  the  former,  which  is  the  wiser, 
the  nobler,  and  most  pious  principle;  and  although  I 
endeavour  to  avoid  being  of  the  other,  yet  upon  this 
article  I  have  sometimes  strange  weaknesses.  I  com- 
pare true  religion  to  learning  and  civUity,  which  have 
ever  been  in  the  world,  but  very  often  shifted  their 
scenes;  sometimes  entirely  leaving  whole  countries 
where  they  have  long  flourished,  andremoving  to  others 
that  were  before  barbarous ;  which  has  been  ihe  case  of 
Christianity  itself,  ^)articulArly  in  many  parts  of  Africa; 
and  how  far  the  wickedness  of  a  nation  may  provoke 
God  Almighty  to  inflict  so  great  a  judgment  is  terri- 
ble to  think.  But  as  great  princes,  when  they  have 
subdued  all  about  them,  presently  have  universal 
monarchy  in  their  thoughts;  so  your  grace,  having 
conquered  all  the  corruptions  in  a  diocese,  and  then 
pursued  your  victories  over  a  province,  woi^d  fain  go 
further  and  save  a  whole  kingdom,  and  would  never 
be  quiet,  if  you  could  have  your  will,  until  you  had 
converted  the  world. 

And  this  reminds  me  of  a  pamphlet  lately  come  out, 
pretended  to  be  a  letter  hither  from  Ireland,  against 
repelling  (he  test,*  wherein  your  grace's  character  is 
justly  set  forth :  for  the  rest,  some  parts  are  very  well, 
and  others  puerile,  and  some  facts,  as  I  am  informed, 
wrong  represented.  The  author  has  gone  out  of  bis  way 
to  reflect  on  me  as  a  person  likely  to  write  for  repeal- 
ing the  test,  which  I  am  sure  is  very  unfair  treatment. 
This  is  all  I  am  likely  to  get  by  the  company  I  keep. 
I  am  used  like  a  sober  man  with  a  drunken  face,  have 
the  scandal  of  the  vice  without  the  satisfaction.  I 
have  told  the  ministry,  with  great  frankness,  my  opinion, 
that  they  would  never  be  able  to  repeal  it,  unless 
such  changes  should  happen  as  I  could  not  foresee; 
and  they  all  believe  I  differ  from  them  in  that  point. 

Mr.  Addison,  who  goes  over  first  secretary,  is  a  most 
excellent  person  ;  and  bemg  my  most  intimate  friend, 
I  shall  use  all  my  credit  to  set  him  right  in  his  notions 
of  persons  and  things.  I  spoke  to  him  with  great  plain- 
ness upon  the  subject  of  the  test ;  and  he  says  he  is 
confident  my  lord  Wharton  will  not  attempt  it  if  he 
finds  the  bent  of  the  nation  against  it — I  wiU  say  no- 
thing further  of  his  character  to  your  grace  at  present, 
because  be  has  half  persuaded  me  to  have  some  thoughts 
of  returning  to  Ireland,  and  then  it  will  be  time  enough  : 
but  if  tluit  happens  otherwise,  I  presume  to  recommend 
htm  to  your  grace  as  a  person  you  will  think  worth 
your  acquaintance. 

*  The  tract  was  Swlffi  own  composition. 


My  lord  Berkeley  begins  to  drop  his  tfaoughta  of 
going  to  Vienna ;  and  indeed  I  freely  gave  my  opinion 
against  such  a  journey  for  one  of  his  age  and  infirmi- 
ties. And  I  shall  hardly  think  of  going  secretary  widi- 
out  him,  although  the  emperor's  ministers  here  think  1 
will,  and  have  writ  to  Vienna.  I  agree  with  your  grace 
that  such  a  design  was  a  little  too  late  at  my  ycarj ; 
but,  considering  myself  wholly  useless  in  Ireland,  acd 
in  a  parish  with  an  audience  of  half  a  score,  and  it 
being  thought  necessary  that  the  queen  should  have  i 
secretary  at  that  court,  my  friends  telling  me  it  would 
not  be  difficult  to  compass  it,  I  was  a  little  templrd  to 
pass  some  time  abroad,  until  my  friends  would  nuke 
me  a  little  easier  in  my  fortunes  at  home.  Besides,  I 
had  hopes  of  being  sent  in  time  to  some  other  court, 
and  in  the  mean  while  the  pay  would  be  forty  shilling 
a-day,  and  the  advantage  of  living,  if  I  pleased,  is 
lord  Berkeley's  family.  But,  I  believe,  this  is  nov 
all  at  an  end.  I  am,  my  lord,  with  tlie  greatest  respect, 
your  grace's  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

Jonathan  Swift. 

My  lord  Wharton  says  he  intends  for  Ireland  dtr 
beginning  of  March. 

A  MONSIEUR  MONSIEUR  HUNTER,  GENTILHOMME 
ANULOIS  A  PARIS. 

London,  January  12, 170*. 
Sib, — I  know  no  people  so  ill  used  by  your  men  of 
business  as  their  intimate  friends.  About  a  fortnigbt 
after  Mr.  Addison  had  received  the  letter  you  wrty 
pleased  to  send  me,  he  first  told  me  of  it  with  an  air  cf 
recollection,  and  after  ten  days  further  of  grace,  tfaoui^ht 
fit  to  give  it  me ;  so  you  know  where  to  fix  the  « bile 
blame  that  it  was  no  sooner  acknowledged.  Tis  a 
delicate  expedient  you  prisoners  have  of  diverting  yuur^ 
selves  in  an  enemy^s  country,  for  which  other  m^i 
would  be  hanged.  I  am  considering  whether  there  he 
no  way  of  disturbing  your  quiet  by  writing  some  dark 
matter  that  may  give  the  French  court  a  jealousy  of 
you.  I  suppose  Monsieur  Chamillard  or  some  of  his 
commissaries  must  have  this  letter  interpreted  to  thetn 
before  it  comes  to  your  hands ;  and  therefore  I  here 
think  good  to  warn  them  that,  if  thev  exchange  you 
under  six  of  their  lieutenant-generals,  they  will  be  loeers 
by  the  bargain.  But  that  they  may  not  mistake  me, 
I  do  not  mean  as  viceroy  de  P'irginiay  mait  rommr  U 
colonel  Hunter.  I  would  advise  you  to  be  very  trtukr 
of  your  honour,  and  not  fall  in  love  ;  because  I  have 
a  scruple  whether  you  can  keep  your  parole  if  yoo 
become  a  prisoner  to  the  ladies ;  at  least  it  will  be 
scandalous  for  a  free  Briton  to  drag  two  chains  at  ooce. 
I  presume  you  have  the  liberty  of  Puis  and  fifty 
miles  round,  and  have  a  very  light  pur  of  fetters,  oott> 
trived  to  ride  or  dance  in,  and  see  \  ersailles,  and  erfrv 
place  else,  except  St.  Germain.  I  hear  die  ladiett  ca)1 
you  already  notre  pritomtier  Hunter,  le  pita  kotnttt 
gar^n  du  monde.  Will  you  French  yet  own  us  Bri- 
tons to  be  a  brave  people  ?  Will  they  allow  th«  dvke 
of  Marlborough  to  De  a  great  general  ?  Or  are  they 
all  as  partial  as  their  gazetteers  ?  Have  yon  yet  in*i 
any  French  colonel  whom  you  remember  to  kare  f  €• 
merly  knocked  from  his  horse,  or  shivered  at  lra$t  a 
lance  against  his  breastplate  f  Do  yon  know  the 
wounds  you  have  given  when  you  see  die  scars  t  Dv 
you  salute  your  old  enemies  with 

— "Stetimus  tela  aspera  contra, 
Contulimusque  roanus  V 
Pout  mvez  que  Momiettr  tCAddium^  notre  ban  cuL 
eMl  fait  aecretaire  d'etat  d'Irelande  ;  and  unless  }  nu 
maxe  haste  over  and  get  me  my  Virginian  bishopric^  he 
will  persuade  me  to  go  with  him,  for  the  Vienna  \f^ 
ject  is  off;  which  is  a  great  disappointment  to  the  ii<v 
sign  I  had  of  displaying  my  politics  at  the  emperur '« 
court    I  do  not  like  the  subject  you  have  assigned  lae 
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to  «titettaitt  you  with.  Crowder  is  sick,  to  the  comfort 
of  all  qui«t  people ;  and  Frowde,  is  rh^eur  ^  yeitulrt, 
Mr.  Adduon  and  I  often  drink  your  health,  and  this 
day  ]  did  it  with  Will  Fate,  a  certain  adorer  of  yours, 
who  is  both  a  6r/  ttprii  add  a  wooUendiaper.  The 
Wblgt  carry  all  before  them,  and  how  far  they  will 
pursae  their  victories  we  underrate  Whigs  can  hardly 
tell.  I  hare  not  yet  observed  the  Tories*  noses;  their 
number  is  not  to  be  kamed  by  telling  of  noses,  for 
erery  Tory  has  not  a  nose. 

*Tis  a  loss  you  are  not  here  to  partake  of  three  weeks' 
frost,  sad  eat  gingerbread  in  a  booth,  by  a  fire  upon 
the  Thames.  Mis.  Floyd  looked  out  with  both  tier 
eyes,  and  we  had  one  day's  thaw :  but  she  drew  in  her 
head,  and  it  now  freeaes  as  hard  as  ever. 

As  for  the  convocation,  the  queen  thought  fit  to  pro- 
rogue it,  though  at  the  expense  of  Dr.  Atterbury's  dis* 
pleasure,  who  was  designed  their  prolocutor,  and  is 
now  raving  at  the  disappointment. 

1  amuse  myself  sometimes  with  writing  verses  to 
Ifcs.  Knch,  and  sometimes  with  projects  for  the  uniting 
of  pdie^  which  I  perfect  over  night  and  bum  in  the 
BDomiag.  Sometimes  Mr.  Addison  and  I  steal  to  a 
pint  of  bad  wine^  and  wish  for  no  third  person  but  you; 
who,  if  you  w^re  with  us,  would  never  be  satisfied 
without  three  more.  You  know,  1  believe,  that  poor 
Dr.  Gregorys  is  dead,  and'  Keil*  solicits  to  be  his 
siicc««sor ;  but  party  reaches  even  to  lines  and  circles, 
and  be  will  hardly  carry  it,  being  reputed  a  Tory,  which 
yet  be  utterly  denies.  We  are  here  nine  times  madder 
alter  opens  than  ever ;  and  have  got  a  new  castrato 
from  Italy,  called  Nicolini,  who  exceeds  Valentin! ,  t 
know  not  how  many  bars'  length.  Lords  Somers  and 
Halifax  are  as  well  as  busy  statesmen  can  be  in  par- 
liament time.  Lord  Dorset  is  nobody's  fhvonrite  but 
youn  and  Mr.  Prior*s,  who  has  lately  dedicated  his 
book  of  poems  to  him  ;  which  is  all  the  press  has  fur- 
nished us  of  any  value  since  you  went.  Mr.  Pringle, 
a  gentleman  of  Scotland,  succeeds  Mr.  Addison  in  the 
■ecreCary^s  office;  and  Mr.  Shute,  a  notable  young 
Presbyterian  gentleman,  under  thirty  years  old,  is  made 
a  commissioner  of  the  customs.  This  is  all  I  can  think 
of,  either  public  or  private,  worth  telKng  you :  perhaps 
TOO  have  beard  part  or  all  of  both  from  other  hands, 
bot  you  must  be  content :  pray  let  us  know  what  hopes 
we  have  of  seeing  you,  and  how  soon ;  and  be  so  kind 
or  just  to  believe  me  always  your  most  faithful, 
humble  servant,  Jonathan  Swift. 

PjS.  Mr.  Steele  presents  his  most  humble  service  to 
you :  and  I  cannot  forbear  telling  you  of  your  me- 
chametii  to  impute  the  "  Letter  on  Enthusiasm'*  to  me, 
when  I  have  some  good  reasons  to  think  the  author  is 
BOW  at  Phris. 

FROM  AKCHBISHOP  KING. 

Dublin,  February  10. 1709. 
RcvmxND  Sir, — I  received  yoius  of  last  Jan.  6, 
and  yod  will  find  but  a  sorry  correspondent  of  me.  I 
hare  been  confined  near  two  months  this  winter,  and 
forbid  pen  and  ink  by  my  physician ;  though,  I  thank 
God,  I  was  more  frightened,  as  it  happened,  than  hurt. 
I  had  a  colic  about  the  year  1696,  that  brought  me  to 
extremity,  and  all  despaired  of  my  life,  and  the  news- 
letten  repotted  me  dead.  It  began  at  the  same  time 
of  the  year,  and  the  same  way  it  did  then,  and  the 
winten  were  much  alike ;  and  I  verily  believe  had  I 
not  had  the  assistance  of  my  old  physician  sir  Patrick 
Dun,  I  should  have  run  the  same  course,  which  I  could 
not  have  supported.  But  with  a  little  physic,  and  the 
Spa  and  Bam  waters,  I  escaped  without  other  hard- 
ships than  keeping  at  home ;  and  so  much  for  private 
aflairs. 

•  Two  ftuiious  uathematieiikDs. 


As  to  the  public,  I  had  a  letter  from  my  lord  Pern 
broke,  wherem  he  told  me  the  first-fruits  and  twenticih 
parts  were  granted,  and  tliat  my  lord-lieufenant  will 
bring  over  the  queen's  letter  for  them.  I  returned  him 
my  thanks,  and  as  soon  as  the  order  comes  he  will 
have  a  public  acknowledgment. 

I  have  seen  a  letter  that  passes  as  from  a  member  of 
the  house,  &c.  I  think  your  judgment  concerning  it 
is  very  just.  But  pray  by  what  artifice  did  you  con- 
trive to  pass  for  a  Whig  f  As  I  am  an  honest  man,  I 
courted  the  greatest  Whigs  I  knew,  and  could  not  gain 
the  reputation  of  being  counted  one. 

But  you  need  not  be  concerned ;  I  wiU  engage  you 
will  lose  nothing  by  that  paper.  I  wish  some  facts  had 
been  well  considered  before  vouched  :  if  any  one  mat- 
ter in  it  prove  false,  what  do  you  think  will  come  of 
the  xAperf  In  short,  it  will  not  be  in  the  power  of 
man  to  hinder  it  from  a  warm  entertainment. 

As  to  the  test,  I  believe  that  matter  is  over  for  this 
season.  I  was  much  for  dissolving  this  present  par- 
liament, and  calling  a  new  one  this  spring.  I  had  a 
pretty  good  account  cf  the  future  elections,  which,  as 
far  as  my  acquaintance  reached,  were  settled :  and  I 
was  sure  that,  without  great  force  and  artifice,  tiie  new 
members  would  never  have  repealed  the  test ;  but  I 
did  not  know  what  the  influence  of  a  lord-lieutenant 
(when  well  acquainted  in  the  kingdom,  and  who  knew 
how  to  take  his  measures  justly)  might  have  eflfecled, 
and  we  know  very  well  what  force,  management,  and 
timing  matters  have;  and  there  is  hardly  anything 
but  powerful  persuasions,  terror,  and  ostentation  of 
interest  may  effect,  especially  in  popular  elections. 
And  to  confess  the  fruth  to  you,  I  am  not  altogether 
easy  in  that  matter  yet,  especially  if  things  take  any 
new  turn  in  England.  It  is  whispered,  but  I  know 
not  by  wliat  authority,  that  the  queen  herself  was  at 
the  bottom  of  what  passed  in  the  house  of  commons 
with  you,  and  that  the  ministry  screened  her  in  that 
affair,  for  reasons  that  may  be  guessed  at. 

I  am  wonderfully  pleased  at  the  good  character  you 
give  Mr.  Addison.  If  he  be  the  man  that  you  repre- 
sent him  to  be,  Tand  I  have  confidence  in  your  judg- 
ment,) he  will  be  able  to  serve  his  lord  effectually, 
and  procure  himself  love  and  respect  here.  I  can't 
say  it  will  be  in  my  power  to  do  him  any  service  :  but 
my  good  wishes  and  endeavours  shall  not  be  wanting. 

Mr.  Stoughton  preached  a  sermon  here,  on  tlie  30th 
of  January,  kii^  uharles*s  martyrdom,  that  gives  great 
offence:  the  government  heard  it,  but  I  was  ill  at 
home,  which  dean  Sterne  will  needs  have  a  proridence. 
If  the  representation  I  have  of  it  be  true,  1  am  sure  I 
should  have  suspended  him,  if  it  had  cost  me  both  my 
reputation  and  interest.  I  have  represented  what  I 
have  heard  of  it,  and  have  discoursed  my  lord-chan- 
cellor about  it,  and  told  him  of  what  consequence  I 
think  it  to  be,  both  to  him  and  us,  and  that  it  should 
not  pass  without  censure.  I  have  not  as  yef  seen  my 
lord-primate.  Wise  men  are  doing  all  they  can  to 
extinguish  faction ;  and  fools  and  elves  are  throwing 
firebrands.  Assorv  yourself  this  had  an  ill  effci'*t  on 
the  minds  of  most  here ;  for,  though  they  espouse  tlie 
revolution,  they  heartily  abhor  forty-one.  And  no- 
thing can  create  the  ministry  more  enemies,  and  be  a 
greater  handle  for  calumny  than  to  represent  thew, 
and  those  that  espoused  them,  to  be  such  as  murdered 
king  Charles  I.,  and  such  are  all  that  approve  or  ex- 
cuse it. 

As  to  your  own  affiiirs,  I  wish  yon  could  have  come 
over  chaplain  as  I  proposed ;  but  since  a  more  power* 
fill  interest  internoseJ,  I  believe  you  had  best  use 
your  endeavours  there ;  but  if  nothing  happens  before 
my  lord-lieutenant  comes  over,  you  had  best  make  us 
a  visit.  Had  you  been  here,  I  believe  something  might 
have  been  done  for  you  before  this.     The  deanery  of 
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Down  ifl  fallen,  and  application  has  been  made  for  it 
to  my  lord-lieuteuant,  but  it  yet  hangs,  and  I  know 
not  what  will  become  of  it ;  but  if  you  could  either 
get  into  it,  or  get  a  good  man  with  a  comforfaible 
benefice  removed  to  it,  it  might  make  present  provision 
for  you.  I  have  many  things  more  to  say ;  but  they 
are  so  much  of  a  piece  with  these  I  have  writ  already 
that  you  may  guess  at  them  all  by  this  sample.  God 
be  with  you :  Amen,  William  Dublin. 

ME.  LG  CLERC  TO  MR.  ADDISON. 

Amsterdam,  Febniiry  12, 1709. 
Sir, — I  did  myself  the  honour  to  write  to  you  at  the 
beginning  of  the  present  year,  to  beg  you  would  be  so 
good  as  to  inform  me  of  a  particular  affair,  of  which  it 
behoved  me  to  get  the  earliest  intelligence ;  and  yet  I 
have  no  answer  from  you.     I  have  only  becsi  informed 
that  you  have  resigned  the  post  you  lately  held,  in 
order    to  go   over  to    Ireland   as   secretary  to  lord 
Wharton.    I  wish  yon  joy  upon  this  event,  presuming 
that  the  latter  employ  is  preferable  to  the  former; 
tliough  I  am  very  sensible  that  I  shall  be  a  loser  by 
your  removal.    Still  I  wish  you  all  manner  of  satis- 
faction in  your  new  offices;  and  heartily  pray  that 
God  may  crown  all  your  enterprises  with  success.  The 
favour  I  begged  of  you  was  to  send  me  the  £unily- 
name  and  titles  of  my  lord  Halifax ;  and  to  ask  himself, 
if  you  thought  proper,  whether  he  would  permit  me 
to  dedicate  my  "  Livy  "  to  him.   As  you  haa  signified 
to  me  by  Sir.  Philips  that  you  had  forgot  the  sheet 
which  I  wanted  in  if  r.  Rymer*s  collection,  I  had  sent 
you  word  that  it  is  the  sheet  10  T,  or  the  four  pages 
immediately  preceding  the  index  of  names  in  the  first 
tome.     If  you  have  got  it  since,  be  so  good  as  to  send 
it  to  fif  essiB.  Toutton  and  Stuiguer,  carefully  folded  up 
and  directed  to  me.     I  suppose  this  letter  will  find 
you  still  at  London,  because  it  is  reported  that  lord 
Wharton  will  not  set  out  till  toward  the  month  of 
April.     There  is  nothing  new  here  in  the  republic  of 
lettnt  worth  your  notice.     The  Jesuits  of  Paris  have 
passed  a  severe  censure  on  father  Hardouin*s  opinions^ 
and  obliged  him  to  retract  them  in  a  very  ignominious 
manner.     We  shall  see  what  will  be  the  consequoice. 
I  should  be  glad  I  could  be  of  any  service  to  you 
here ;  you  would  then  see  how  sincerely  I  am,  sir,  your 
most  humble  and  obedient  servant,     J.  Lb  Clbbc. 


FROM  ARCHBISHOP  KINO. 

Dablin.  Msich  IS.  1709. 
Rbverbnd  Sib,— The  business  of  the  twentieth  parts 
and  first-fruits  is  still  on  the  anviL  We  are  given  to 
understand  that  her  majesty  designs,  out  of  her  royal 
bounty,  to  make  a  grant  of  them  for  charitable  uses, 
and  that  it  is  designed  this  grant  should  come  over 
with  his  excellency  the  lord-ueutenant  The  bishops 
in  this  town  at  present  thought  it  leuonable  to  apprise 
his  excellency  of  the  aflair,  and  to  address  him  for  his 
favour  in  it,  which  accordingly  is  done  by  this  post. 
We  have  sent  with  this  address  the  representation 
made  at  fint  to  her  majesty  about  it ;  the  reference  to 
the  commissioners  of  the  revenue  here,  and  their  le- 

fort,  together  with  die  memorial  to  die  lord  Pembroke, 
n  that  there  is  mention  of  the  state  of  the  diocese  of 
Dublin,  as  a  specimen  of  the  condition  of  the  detgy 
of  Ireland,  by  which  it  will  appear  how  much  we  stand 
in  need  of  such  a  gift  This  we  could  not  well  send 
ta  his  excellency,  because  it  is  very  long,  and  we  ap- 
prehend that  it  might  be  improper  to  give  him  so 
much  trouble  at  first*  before  he  was  any  way  apprised 
of  tlie  matter ;  but,  if  you  think  that  his  excellency 
may  judge  it  ai^eeable  that  it  should  be  laid  before 
him,  I  entreat  the  favour  of  you  to  apply  to  my  loxd 


Pembroke's  secretary,  with  whom  it  is,  for  the  origiiia], 
or  a  copy  of  it,  and  present  it  to  my  lord -lieutenant, 
or  leave  it  with  his  secretary.  I  have  engaged  fur  you 
to  my  brethren  that  you  will  be  at  this  trouble  :  and 
there  is  a  memorial  to  this  purpose  at  the  foot  of  the 
copy  of  the  representation  made  to  the  eari  of  Pern* 
broke,  transmitted  with  the  other  napers.  What  charges 
you  are  at  upon  this  account  will  be  answered  by  mc. 

The  gfood  impression  you  have  given  me  of  Mr. 
Addison,  my  lord-Iieutenant*s  secretary,  has  encoo- 
raged  me  to  venture  a  letter  to  him  on  this  suljcct, 
which  I  have  enclosed,  and  make  you  the  full  and 
sole  judge  whedier  it  ought  to  be  delivered.  I  can't 
be  competently  informed  by  any  here  wliether  it  may 
be  pertinent  or  no,  but  I  may  and  do  depend  on 
your  prudence  in  the  case,  who,  I  believe,  will  neithrr 
omit  what  may  be  useful,  nor  suffer  me  to  do  an  ofiS- 
cious  or  improper  thing.  I  mix  no  other  matter  with 
this,  bMides  wh^  agrees  with  all  occasions,  the  tOKlrr 
of  the  hearty  prayers  and  wishes  for  you  of,  air,  yaur 
&C.  William  Dublin. 

The  reversal  of  mv  lord  Slane's  •  outlawrj  makes  a 
mighty  noise  through  this  kingdom :  for  aught  I  csa 
remember,  the  destroying  of  our  woollen  manufacUiry 
did  not  cause  so  univerul  a  consternation. 


A  MONSIEUR  MONSIEUR  HUNTER;  OENTILHO.HME 

ANOLOIS  A  PARIS. 

London.  Mardi  SS.  I7i.'9. 
Sib, — I  am  very  much  obliged  to  you  for  the  favour 
of  a  kind  reproach  you  sent  me  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Ad- 
dison, which  he  never  told  me  of  till  this  day,  and  that 
accidentally ;  but  I  am  glad  at  the  same  time  that  I 
did  not  deserve  it,  having  sent  you  a  long  letter  in 
return  to  that  you  was  pleased  to  honour  me  with ; 
and  it  is  a  pity  it  should  be  lost ;  for,  as  I  remember, 
it  was  full  of  the  diei/abulaa,  and  such  particularities 
as  do  not  usually  find  place  in  newspapers.  Mr.  Ad- 
dison has  been  so  taken  up  for  some  months  in  the  am- 
phibious •ciroumstances  of  premier  C to  my  lard 

Sunderland  and  secretary  of  state^  for  Ireland,  that  he 
is  the  worst  man  I  know  either  to  convey  an  idle  Ictts 
or  deliver  what  he  receives ;  so  that  I  design,  when  I 
trust  him  widi  this,  to  give  him  a  memorial  along  witii 
it ;  for  if  my  former  has  miscarried,  I  am  hsdf  per- 
suaded to  give  him  the  blame.  I  find  you  a  litd< 
lament  your  bondage,  and  indeed  in  your  case  it  re- 
quires a  good  share  of  philosophy :  but  if  you  will  uut 
be  angry,  I  believe  I  may  have  been  the  cause  you  at 
still  a  prisoner ;  for  I  imagine  my  former  letter  was 
intercepted  by  the  French  court,  when  die  most  Chn*- 
tian  kmg,  riding  one  passage  in  it  (and  duly  con- 
sidering me  weight  of  the  person  who  wrote  it)  where  I 
said,  if  the  French  king  understood  your  value  as  wvH 
as  we  do,  he  would  not  exchange  you  for  count  Tal- 
lard  and  all  the  debria  of  Blenheim  together ;  for  I 
must  confess  I  did  not  rally  when  I  said  so. 

I  hear  your  good  sister,  the  queen  of  Pomunki/ 
waits  with  impatience  till  you  are  restored  to  your  Jo- 
minions;  and  that  your  rogue  of  a  viceroy  rrtnru 
money  fast  to  England,  against  the  time  be  miut 
retire  firom  his  government  Meantime  Philips  writet 
verses  in  a  sledge,  upon  the  fhnen  sea,  and  transmits 
them  hitlier  to  thrive  in  our  warmer  clime  under  thr 
shelter  of  my  lord  Dorset  I  could  send  you  a  greet 
deal  of  news  from  the  Heapubiica  GntUtrMtaria^  wfaidi 
was  never  in  greater  altitude,  though  I  have  been  of 
late  but  a  small  contributor.  A  cargo  of  splinlen  from 
the  Arabian  rocks  have  been  lately  shipwrecked  in  the 

•  Chriitopher  Fleming,  baron  of  Slane.  havin)^  taken  up 
■rmi  for  king  Jnines.  in  1668,  in  Ireland,  wliere  he  waa  eoloDrl 
of  a  regiment  of  foot,  afterwards  lost  his  estate,  «wl  wst*  oat- 
lawcd,  till  queon  Anne  revenod  his  attainder. 

I>  I'riuctpal  secretary  to  the  earl  of  Wharton. 

«  Rererriag  to  ooloael  Hunter's  govemoMBt  of  VIvglBia. 
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TlMmei^t»tfa«iii«pinbl«dAiiia«oftheTixtaoii.  Mn.  I 
Long  and  I  am  iuleii  out ;  I  snail  not  trouU«  you 
« itfa  die  cauM^  but  don't  you  dibk  lier  altogether  in  the 
wrong  f  But  Hn.  Barton  la  fHU  in  my  good  graces ; 
I  design  to  make  ber  tell  me  when  you  are  to  be  le- 
dcemed,  and  will  send  you  word.  There  it  is  now, 
you  think  I  am  in  jest;  but  1  assure  you»  the  best  in- 
telUgoioe  I  get  of  public  aflairs  is  from  ladies,  for 
the  niinif*TT  never  tell  me  anything ;  and  Mr.  Addison 
is  nine  times  more  secret  to  me  than  anybody  else, 
brcanee  i  have  the  happiness  to  be  thought  his  friend. 
The  campanv  at  St.  James*s  coffeehouse  is  as^bad  as 
ever,  but  it  u  not  quite  so  good.  The  beauties  you 
left  are  all  gone  off  this  frost,  and  we  have  got  a  new 
set  iar  spring,  of  which  Mn.  Chetwind  and  Mis.  Wors- 
Iry  are  the  principsL  The  Togue  of  operas  holds  up 
woaderftally,  though  we  have  bad  ^em  a  year ;  but 

1  design  to  set  up  a  party  among  the  wits  to  run  them 
down  by  next  wmter,  if  true  English  caprice  does  not 
interpose  to  save  us  die  labour.  Mademoiselle  Spau- 
betm  is  going  to  marry  my  lord  Fitiharding,  at  feast 

2  hare  heard  so;  and  if  you  find  it  otherwise  at  your 
ictom,  the  consequences  may  possibly  be  survived ; 
however,  you  may  tell  it  the  Paris  gasetteer,  and  let 
me  have  the  pleasure  to  read  a  lie  of  my  own  sending. 
I  soppoee  you  have  heard  that  the  town  has  lost  an  old 
duke  and  recovered  a  mad  duchess.  The  duke  of 
Marlbosoogh  has  at  length  found  an  enemy  that  dares 
Cicc  him,  and  which  he  will  certainly  •  fly  before  with 
the  fint  opportunity,  and  we  are  all  of  opinion  it  will 
be  his  wisest  course  to  do  so.  Now  the  wapr  to  be  pro- 
digiously witty  would  be  by  keening  you  m  suspeiise, 
and  not  letting  you  know  that  mis  enemy  ii  ^othing 
but  the  north-east  wind,  which  stops  his  voyage  to 
Holland.  This  letter,  going  in  Mr.  Addison*s  packet, 
will,  I  hope,  have  better  luck  than  the  former.  J  shall 
ga  for  Ireland  some  time  in  summer,  being  not  able 
lo  make  my  friends  in  the  ministry  consider  my  merits, 
or  tbcir  promises,  enough  to  keep  me  here ;  so  that  all 
my  hopes  now  terminate  in  my  bishopric  of  Virginia  :* 
it.  the  mean  time,  I  hold  fast  my  claim  to  ^rour  promise 
of  rorrcaponding  with  me,  and  that  you  will  hencefor- 
«-ar«i  adoreas  your  letters  for  me,  at  Mr.  Steele's  oiBce,  at 
t)i^  Cockpit,  who  has  promised  his  care  in  conveying 
thrtn.  Mr.  Domvil  is  now  at  Geneva,  and  sends  me 
V  ird  he  is  become  a  convert  to  the  Whigs,  by  observ- 
iiiiT  the  good  and  ill  effects  of  freedom  and  slavery 
ai<niAil. 

I  am  now  with  Mr.  Addison,  with  whom  I  have 
6fty  times  drunk  your  health  since  you  left  us.  He  is 
hurrying  away  for  Ireland,  and  I  can  at  present  lengthen 
rny  letter  no  further ;  and  I  am  not  certain  whether 
juu  will  have  any  from  him  or  not  till  be  gets  to  Ire- 
Laid.  However,  he  commands  me  to  assure  you  of  his 
humble  service ;  and  I  pray  God  too  much  business 
mAj  not  s»>il  le  phit  hmrUie  homme  du  momde  ;  for  it  is 
certain,  wnich  of  a  man's  good  talents  he  employs  on 
bufioess  must  be  detracted  from  his  conversation.  I 
czxixtdL  write  longer  in  so  good  companv,  and  therefore 
c  cAcladc.  Your  most  faitltful  and  most  humble  servant, 

Jonathan  Swift. 


TO  THE  LORD-PRIMATE  MARSH.k 

London.  Mudi  U.  1709. 

Mf  T^no, — ^I  am  commanded  by  his  excellency  the 
l<ird>ljeutciiant  to  send  the  enclosetl  to  your  grace,  m  an- 
•w«v  to  a  letter  his  excellency  lately  received  from  your 
grace  and  several  biihops,  relating  to  the  first-fruits  of 


wx  tKIt  tinp  a  derin  to  make  Swift  btahop  of 
^  iryfttiA.  wish  power  to  onbin  pnasts  uid  deaoons  for  oar  colo- 
ftir«  Id  AaMriea. 

k  Iwlofwdby  8wm.  "Copy  of  a  tetter  to  the  lord-primato 
off  lr«Ua4,  by  tocdWbsitoa's  erdor/'. 
VOU  II* 


Irelandt  This  wiU  spore  your  grace  and  their  lord- 
ships tlie  trouble  of  any  fUzther  account  from  me.  I 
shall  therefore  only  add  that  his  excellency  commands 
me  to  assure  your  grace  of  his  hearty  incliuatiou  in 
favour  of  the  church  of  Ireland ;  and  am,  with  great 
respect,  my  lord,  your  grace's  most  dutiful  and  most 
obedient  servant,  Jonathan  Swift. 

TO  ARCHBISHOP  KING. 

Blarch  20. 1709. 
Mr  LoRo,— I  should  have  acknowledged  yours  of  Feb. 
10  long  ago  if  I  had  not  stayed  to  see  what  became  of 
the  firstpfrttits.  I  have  likewise  yours  of  the  12th  in- 
stutt.  I  will  now  tell  you  the  proceeding  in  this  un- 
happy affair.  Some  time  after  the  prince's  death  lord 
Pembroke  sent  me  word  by  sir  Andrew  Fountaine  that 
the  queen  had  granted  the  thing,  and  afterward  took 
the  compliment  I  made  him  upon  it  He  likewise  (I 
suppose)  writ  to  the  same  purpose  himself  to  the  arcb- 
bittop  of  Dublin.  I  was  then  for  a  long  time  nursued 
by  a  cruel  illness,  that  seised  me  at  fits,  and  bmdered 
me  from  meddling  in  any  business ;  neither,  indeed, 
could  I  at  all  suspect  there  was  any  need  to  stir  any 
more  in  this,  until,  often  asking  Mr.  Addison  whether 
he  had  any  orders  about  it,  I  was  a  little  in  pain,  and 
desired  Mr.  Addison  to  inquire  at  the  treasury  whether 
such  a  grant  had  then  passed?  and  finding  an  unwill- 
ingness, I  inquired  myself,  where  Mr.  Taylor  assured 
me  there  were  never  any  orders  for  such  a  grant  This 
was  a  month  ago,  and  then  I  began  to  despair  of  the 
whole  thing.  Lord  Pembroke  was  hard  to  be  seen, 
neither  did  I  think  it  worth  talking  the  matter  with 
him.  What  pernlexed  me  most  was,  why  he  should 
tell  me,  and  write  to  Ireland,  that  the  business  was 
done ;  for  if  the  account  he  sent  to  Ireland  were  not 
as  positive  as  what  he  gave  me,  I  ought  to  be  told  so 
from  thence.  1  had  no  opportunity  of  clearing  this 
matter  until  the  day  I  received  your  lost  letter ;  when 
his  .explanation  was,  that  he  had  been  promised  he 
should  carry  over  the  grant  when  he  returned  to  Ire- 
land, and  that  hb  memorial  was  now  in  the  Treasury. 
Yet,  when  I  had  formerly  begged  leave  to  follow  this 
matter  with  lord-treasurer  only,  in  the  form  of  common 
soliciting,  he  was  uneasv,  and  told  me  lord-txeasurer 
had  nothing  at  all  to  do  with  it,  but  that  it  was  a 
matter  purely  between  the  queen  and  himself,  as  I 
have  told  you  in  former  letters ;  which,  however,  I  knew 
then  to  be  otherwise,  from  lord*  treasurer  himself.  So 
that  all  I  had  left  me  to  do  was  only  the  cold  amuse- 
ment of  now  and  then  refreshing  lord  Pembroke's  me- 
mory, or  giving  the  ministry,  as  I  could  find  opportu- 
nity, good  dispositions  towud  the  thing.  Upon  this 
notice  from  lord  Pembroke,  I  immediately  went  to 
lord  Wharton,  which  was  the  flrrt  attendance  I  ever 
paid  him.  He  was  then  in  a  great  crowd ;  I  told  him 
my  businea;  he  said  *'he  could  not  then  discourse 
of  it  with  me,  but  would  the  next  day.**  I  gurssed 
the  meaning  of  that,  and  saw  the  very  person  I  ex- 
pected just  come  from  him.  Then  1  gave  him  an  ac- 
count of  my  errand.  I  think  it  not  convenient  to  re- 
peat here  the  particulars  of  his  answer ;  but  the  formal 
part  was  this :  <*  That  he  was  not  yet  properly  lord- 
lieutenant  until  he  was  sworn ;  that  he  expected  the  same 
application  should  be  made  to  him  as  had  been  done  to 
other  lord-lieutenonte ;  that  he  was  very  well  disposed,** 
ftc.  I  took  the  boldness  to  begin  answering  those  objec- 
tions, and  designed  to  offer  some  reasons ;  but  he  rose 
suddenly,  turned  off  the  discouTM,  and  seemed  in  haste ; 
so  I  was  forced  to  take  my  leave.  I  had  an  intention 
to  offer  my  reasons  in  a  memorial ;  but  was  advised, 
by  very  good  hands,  to  let  it  alone,  as  infallibly  to  no 
purpose.  And,  in  short,  I  observe  such  a  reluctance 
in  some  friends,  whose  credit  I  would  employ,  that  I 
begin  to  think  no  further  of  it 

So 
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I  had  writ  thuj  far  widiout  receiving  a  former  letter 
from  the  archbishop  of  Dublin,  wherein  he  tells  me 
positively  tlmt  lord  Pembroke  had  tent  him  word  the 
iint-flruits  were  granted,  and  that  lord  Wharton  would 
carry  over  the  queen^s  letter,  &c  I  apneal  to  you 
what  any  man  could  think  after  thisf  neitner,  indeed, 
had  I  the  least  suspicion,  until  Mr.  Addison  told  me 
he  knew  nothing  of  it ;  and  tliat  I  had  the  same  account 
from  the  treasury.  It  is  wonderful  a  great  minister 
should  make  no  diflference  between  a  grant  and  tlie  pro- 
mise of  a  grant ;  and  it  is  as  strange  that  all  I  could 
say  would  not  prevail  on  him  to  give  me  leave  to  soli- 
cit the  finishing  of  it  at  the  Treasury,  which  could  not 
have  taken  the  least  grain  of  merit  from  him.  Had  I 
the  least  suspected  it  had  been  only  a  promise,  I  would 
have  applied  to  lord  Wharton  above  two  months  ago ; 
and  so  I  believe  would  the  archbishop  of  Dublin 
from  Ireland,  which  might  have  prevented,  at  least, 
the  present  excuse^  of  not  having  had  die  same  ap- 
plication, although  others  might,  I  suppose,  have  been 
round. 

I  sent  last  post,  by  the  lord-lieutenant^a  commands^ 
an  enclosed  letter  from  his  excellency  to  the  lord-pri- 
mate. In  answer  to  a  passage  in  your  former  letter, 
Mr.  Stoughton  is  recommended  for  a  chaplain  to  the 
lord- lieutenant.  His  sermon  is  much  recommended 
by  several  here.  He  is  a  prudent  person,  and  knows 
how  to  time  things.  Otliers  of  somewhat  better  figure 
are  as  wise  as  he.  A  bold  opinion  is  a  short  easy  way 
to  merit,  and  very  necessary  for  those  who  have  no 
other. 

I  am  extremely  afflicted  with  a  cold,  and  cough  at* 
tending  it,  which  must  excuse  anything  ill  exprenedin 
this  letter.  Neither  is  it  a  subject  in  the  present  cir- 
cumstances very  pleasant  to  dwell  upon.     I  am,  &c 

Jonathan  Swift. 


your  humble  servant  is  my  ratum  from  CbapDle-f  sard, 
whither  I  am  just  now  going.     Your  bamUe  servaut 

J.   AODISOM. 


FROM  MR.  ADDISON. 

Dublin.  Aoril  29. 1709. 
Dear  Sir, — I  am  in  a  very  great  hurry  of  ousiness,  but 
cannot  forbear  thanking  you  for  your  letter  at  Chester, 
which  was  the  only  entertaiimient  I  met  with  in  that 
place.  I  hope  to  see  you  very  suddenly,  and  will  wait 
on  otur  friend  the  bishop  of  Clogher,  as  soon  as  I  can 
possibly.  I  have  had  just  time  to  tell  him,  enpauani, 
that  you  are  well.  I  long  to  see  you,  and  am,  dear  sir, 
your  most  futhful  and  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  Aj>Disoir. 
We  arrived  yesterday  at  Dublin. 

FROM  THE  S.\M£. 

Dublin  CasUe,  June  86. 1709. 
Dear  Sir, — I  am  heartily  glad  to  hear  you  are  so  near 
us.  If  you  will  deliver  the  enclosed  to  the  captain  of 
the  Wolf  I  dare  say  he  will  accommodate  you  with  all 
in  his  power.  If  he  has  left  Chester,  I  have  sent  you  a 
bill  a(;cordiug  to  tite  bishop  of  Clogher's  desire,  of 
whom  I  have  a  thousand  good  things  to  say.  I  do  not 
ask  your  excuse  about  the  yacht,  because  I  don't  want 
it,  as  you  shall  hear  at  Dublin :  if  I  did,  I  should  think 
myself  inexcusable.  I  long  to  talk  over  all  af!airs 
with  you,  and  am  ever,  dear  sir,  yours  most  entirely, 

J.  Addison. 

P.S.  Th«  yai^t  will  come  over  with  the  acts  of  par- 
liament, and  a  convoy,  about  a  week  hence,  which  op- 
portunity you  may  lay  hold  of,  if  you  do  not  like  the 
IVoif,     I  will  give  orders  accordingly. 

FROM  THE  SAME. 

Monday  morning. 

Dear  Sir, — I  think  it  verv  hard  I  should  be  in  the 
same  kingdom  with  Dr.  Swift,  and  not  have  the  happi- 
ness of  his  company  once  in  three  days.  The  bishop 
of  Clogher  intends  to  call  on  you  thi<  morning*,  as  will 


FROM  THE  BASL  OF  HALIFAX. 

October  S.  1709, 
Sir, — Oar  friend  Mr.  Addison  tdling  me  that  be  wan 
to  write  to  you  to-night,  I  could  not  let  his  packet  go 
away  without  telling  yoa  how  much  I  am  ooDceroed 
to  find  them  returned  without  yoa.  1  am  quite 
ashamed  for  myself  and  my  friends  to  see  you  left  in  a 
place  so  incapable  of  tasting  you;  and  to  see  to  macii 
merit  and  so  great  qualities  unrewarded  by  those  who 
are  senrible  of  them.  Mr.  Addison  and  I  are  «Dtei«d 
into  a  new  confederacy,  never  to  give  over  die  pumiit, 
nor  to  cease  reminding  those  who  can  awe  you,  tUJ 
your  worth  is  nlaced  in  that  light  it  ought  to  shine  in. 
Dr.  South  holds  out  still,  but  he  cannot  be  immcwtsL 
The  situation  of  his  prebend  would  make  me  doubly 
concerned  in  serving  you,  and  upon  all  occasioDs  cm 
shall  offer  I  will  be  your  constant  solicit4>r,  your  s:i»- 
oere  admirer,  and  your  unalterable  friend.  I  am  your 
most  humble  and  obedient  servant,  Halifax. 

FROM  MR.  STEELE. 
Lord  Sanderland*s  Office,  Ocfober  8,  17*^. 
Dear  Sir,— Mr.  secretary  Addison  went  this  moruiu; 
out  of  town,  and  left  behind  him  an  agreeahle  commani: 
for  me,  vis.,  to  forward  the  enclosed,  [the  pxecrdkii: 
letter,]  which  lord  Halifax  sent  him  for  you.  I  aMuiv 
you  no  man  could  say  more  in  praise  of  another  thjii 
he  did  in  your  behalf  at  that  noble  lord*8  table  oo  Wed- 
nesday last.  I  doubt  not  but  you  will  find  by  the 
enclosed  the  effect  it  had  upon  him.  No  opporrui^:; 
is  omitted  among  powerful  men  to  upbraid  them  fi» 
your  stay  in  Ireland.  The  company  that  day  at  tiii}> 
ner  were  lord  Edward  Rnssel,  lord  Essex,  Mr.  Ma/..- 
waring,  Mr.  Addison,  and  myself.  I  have  heanl  k^^ii 
things  said  of  that  same  bishop  of  Clogher,  with  y^u. 
that  I  have  often  said  he  must  be  entered  ad  eumdest  ih 
our  house  of  lords.  Mr.  Philips  dined  with  me  yeAer* 
day:  he  is  still  a  shepherd,  and  walks  Teiy  locrir 
through  this  unthinking  crowd  in  London.  I  woodir 
you  do  not  write  sometimes  to  me. 

The  town  is  in  great  expectation  from  Bickeistaff.'' 
what  passed  at  the  election  for  his  fiat  table  ^  betn^  to 
be  published  this  day  sevennight.  I  have  not  seen  Ben 
Tooke  a  great  while,  but  long  to  usher  you  and  roun 
into  the  world.  Not  that  there  can  be  anything  mt^i^tA 
by  me  to  your  fame,  but  to  walk  Ivin^waded  hetzt 
you.  I  am,  sir^  your  most  obedient  and  moat  humble 
servant,  Rxcbaxo  Stesi^ 

FROM  MR.  ADDISON. 

Si.  Jama's  PUea,  April  11.  l?ld. 
Sir, — 1  have  run  so  much  in  debt  with  you  that  I  (L 
not  know  how  to  excuse  myself,  and  tnerefoie  sKaII 
throw  myself  wholly  upon  your  good  nature  ;  an;!  ^vv- 
mise,  if  you  will  pardon  what  is  past,  to  be  more  pumc- 
tual  with  you  for  the  future.  I  hope  to  have  the 
happiness  of  waiting  on  you  very  suddenly  at  Dubbn, 
and  do  not  at  all  regret  deleaving  of  Eu^and,  whiW  1 
am  going  to  a  place  where  I  shall  have  the  aatis&cliuii 
and  honour  of  Dr.  Swift  s  conversation.  I  shall  uA 
trouble  you  with  any  occurrences  bete,  because  I  h*>[K 
to  have  the  pleasure  of  talking  over  all  aAin  with  }un 
very  suddenly.  We  hope  to  be  at  Holyhead  by  tb« 
dOth  instant  Lady  Wharton  stays  in  Englau'i.  I 
suppose  you  know  that  I  obeyed youra  and  the  bish;«< 
of  Clogher *s  commands,  in  relation  to  Mr.  Smith;  fv« 
I  desired  Mr.  Dawson  to  acquaint  you  with  xL    I 

>  The  name  awtuned  by  the  anthor  of  the  **  Tatkr.** 
^  Meaning  the   ehooiing  die  worthies  for  thw  *'  TaUe  ol 
Fame  j*  *  an  allegory  which  appeared  in  the  "  TIattcr/*  No.  luii 
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mint  bcf  my  moit  humble  dnkf  to  the  hifhop  of  CI09- 
bcr.  I  baitUj  long  to  eat  a  mah  of  bacoo  and  beans 
ID  (he  bert  company  in  tho  world.  Mr.  Steele  and  I 
aftn  dnak  joor  he^th. 

1  am  f<Kced  to  give  myielf  aiii  of  a  punctual  cono- 
ipondmce  with  you  in  diseouiae  with  your  friende  at 
St  Janei  ■  coffeebouee,  who  an  alwayi  aaking  me 
qaatioDi  about  you  when  they  have  a  mind  to  pay 
twir  court  to  me,  if  I  may  uae  so  magnificent  a 
phrase.  Pray,  dear  doctor,  continue  your  friendship 
tovanl  oM,  who  love  and  esteem  you,  if  posible,  as 
aadi  ai  you  deserve.  I  am  ever,  dear  sir,  yours  en- 
tiftljTt  J-  AOOISOM. 

TO  DEAN  STERNE. 

[with  a  PIOXY  fob    his   AFrSARANCE  AS  PB£BBNDARY 
OF  Di'NUVAX  AT  TUJi  AKCHBIBUOP's  VISITATION.] 

Laimoor.  April  17,  1710. 
SiR,'Yoa  have  put  me  under  (he  necessity  of  writing 
yoa  a  jtxj  icurvy  letter,  and  in  a  vecy  scurvy  manner. 
It  is  the  want  of  hones,  and  not  of  inclination  that 
hiodm  me  from  attending  en  you  at  the  chapter.  But 
/  vuuld  do  it  OQ  foot  to  see  you  *  visit  in  your  own 
n^ht ;  but  if  1  must  be  visited  by  proxy,  by  proxy  i 
will  appear.  The  ladies  [Mrs.  Johnson  and  Mn. 
l>iag\fjj  of  St.  Mary's  delivered  me  your  commands ; 
^t  Mn.  Jobnsm  had  dro|q)ed  half  of  them  by  the 
liuking  of  her  horse.  I  have  made  a  shift,  by  the 
miMiBce  of  two  civilians  and  a  book  of  precedents^ 
It  leod  you  the  jargon  annexed,  with  a  blank  for  the 
Mffle  ami  title  of  any  prebendary  who  will  have  the 
ciuntj  to  answer  ibr  me.  Those  words,  gruvi  wcom- 
"<^.  aie  to  be  translated,  the  want  of  a  horse.  In  a 
^  days  1  ezjiect  to  hear  the  two  ladies  lamentbg  the 
Ni|k)ti  of  Cavan-«treet  I  advise  them,  since  they 
^ve  given  up  their  tide  and  lodgings  of  St  Mary,  to 
»7  flBch  of  them  a  palfrey,  and  toke  a  squire  and 
ftk  odretituresL  I  am  here  quarrelling  with  the  frosty 
rutiier  for  spoiling  my  poor  half-dosen  of  blossoms. 
^^rtjximi  eoUapta  ruU  :  whether  these  woids  be  mine 
f  Vii)p]*^  I  cannot  deteimine.  I  am  this  minute 
^  tnuy,  being  to  preach  to-day  before  an  audience 
f  at  leut  fifteea  people,  most  of  them  gentle,  and  all 
unple. 

I  ran  send  you  no  news :  only  the  employment  of 
ly  I'drishioneri  may,  for  memory-sake,  be  reduced 
''drr  tbese  heads:  Mr.  PercivAl  is  ditching;  Mrs. 
^ival  in  her  kitchen ;  Mr.  Wesley  switching ;  Mn. 
^*^ty  stitching ;  sir  Arthur  iangford  ridhing,  which 

a  otnr  word  for  heaping  up  richn.  I  know  no  other 
vme  but  hitekiftg^  and  that  I  hope  we  are  all  past 
l^llsir,  long  may  you  live  tke   hospitable  owner 

K^i  bits,  good  books,  and  good  buildings.  The 
^•>P  of  Clogher  would  envy  me  for  tbese  une  ha* 
UQ  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

JoMATHAM  Swirr. 


>R.  SWIFTS  AOOOUKT  OF  HIS  MOTHER'S  DEATH. 

1710. 

M — On  Wedneeday,  between  seven  and  eight  in 
■  ^«*ing.  May  10,  1710, 1  received  a  letter  in  my 
"Bha  at  Iai»oor(Mr.  Arcival  and  John  Beaumont 
''z  hy)  from  Mn.  Fenton,  dated  May  9th,  with  one 
rioted,  sent  frmn  Mn.  Worrall  at  Leicester  to  Mis. 
iiton,  giving  an  account  that  my  dear  mother,  Mn. 
>i2mil  Swift,   died  that  morning,   Monday,   April 

n  10,^  about  ten  o'clock,  after  a  long  sickness, 
>H  ill  all  winter,  and  lame,  and  extremely  ill  a 
fith  or  six  weeks  before  her  death.    I  have  now  lost 

^nrrier  between   me  and  death ;  God  grant  1  may 

r>r.  ?A*nf  WM  then  vieargeneral  of  the  dioceie  of  Dnblin. 
;;  nio.  Amil  rr.  AbkaU  Swifl,  widow.  B««d  70  yetf% 


live  to  be  as  well  prepared  for  it  as  I  confidently  be- 
lieve her  to  have  been!  If  die  way  to  heaven  be 
through  piety,  truth,  justice,  and  charity,  she  is  there.* 

FROM  MB.  ADDISON. 

Dublin.  June  a.  1710. 
Dbab  StB,— I  am  just  now  come  from  Fin^las,  where 
I  have  been  drinking  your  health,  and  talking  of  you, 
with  one  who  loves  and  admires  you  better  dian  any 
man  in  the  world,  except  your  humble  servant  We 
both  agree  in  a  request  that  you  will  set  out  for  Dublin 
as  soon  as  possible.  To  tell  you  truly,  I  find  the 
place  disagreeable,  and  cannot  imagine  why  it  should 
appear  so  now  more  than  it  did  last  year.  Yon  know 
I  look  upon  everrthing  that  is  like  a  compliment  as  a 
breach  of  friendship,  and  therefore  shall  only  tell  you 
that  I  long  to  see  you,  without  assuring  you  that  I 
love  your  company  and  value  your  conversation  more 
than  any  man*s,  or  that  I  am,  with  the  most  inviolable 
sincerity  and  esteem,  dear  sir,  your  most  faithful,  most 
humble,  and  most  obedient  servant         J.  Addison. 

FBOM  SIR  ANDREW  FOITNTAINE. 

June  t7. 1710. 
I  NBiTBBa  can  nor  will  have  patience  any  longer ;  and. 

Swift,  you  are  a  confounded  son  of  a .    May 

your  half-acre  turn  to  a  bog,  and  may  your  willows 
perish  ;  may  the  worms  eat  your  Plato,  and  may  Por- 
visol  [(be  dean's  stewaid]  break  your  snuff-box.  What ! 
because  there  is  never  a  bbhop  in  Kngland  with  half 
the  wit  of  St  George  Ashe,  nor  ever  a  secretary  of 
state  with  a  quarter  of  Addison*s  good  sense ;  there- 
fore you  cannot  write  to  those  that  love  you,  as  well 
as  any  Clogher  or  Addison  of  them  all.  You  have 
lost  your  reputation  here,  and  that  of  your  bastard  the 
^  Tatler  "  is  going  too ;  and  there  is  no  way  left  to  re- 
cover either,  but  your  writing.  Well  I  ^  no  matter ; 
111  e*en  leave  London.  Kingsmill  is  dead,  and  you 
don*t  write  to  me.    Adieu. 


FROM  MR.  HENLEY. 

Aboatl70»  or  1710. 
Revbren D  Sia,— It  is  reported  of  the  famous  Regio* 
montanus,  that  he  fkamea  an  eagle  so  artiUly  of  a 
certain  wood,  that  npon  the  approach  of  the  emperor 
Maximilian  to  the  opulent  city  of  Nuremberg  it  took 
wing  and  flew  out  of  the  gates  to  meet  him,  and  (as 
my  author  has  it)  appeared  as  tiwugh  alive.    Give  me 

*  This  memomidam  Is  copied  from  one  of  the  aooount-booka 
which  Dr.  Swift  always  made  ap  yearly,  and  on  each  page  en- 
tered  minutely  all  his  reoeipla  and  npenaea  in  erery  month, 
beginnine  hia  year  from  Nov.  1.  He  ohaerved  tine  lame  method 
all  his  life-time  tlU  hli  last  illneai.  At  the  foot  of  that  page 
which  includoa  hit  expenaea  in  the  month  of  May,  1710,  at  his 
glebe  houaa  in  lAiaoor,  in  the  ouunty  of  Meath,  wheie  he  waa 
then  resident,  are  the  above  lemarkable  word*,  which  show  at 
the  same  time  his  filial  piety  and  the  religious  uae  which  ho 
thought  it  his  duty  to  make  of  that  melancholy  event.  He 
always  tnsaled  his  mother,  during  her  life,  with  the  utmost  duty 
and  afleetion ;  and  she  sometimea  came  to  Inland  to  visit  him 
after  his  settlement  at  tsoacor.  She  lodged  ai  Mr.  Brent's,  the 
printer  in  George's-lane,  Dublin;  and  once  asked  hrr  landlady 
'*  Whether  she  could  keep  a  secret?"  who  replied.  **  She  oould 
very  wnll."  Upon  which  she  enjoined  her  not  to  make 
the  matter  pnblie  which  she  waa  now  soing  to  eomnranicsto  to 
her.  "  I  have  a  spark  in  this  town,  that  1  carried  on  a  oorrespond* 
enoe  with  while  I  was  in  England :  he  will  be  here  presently  to 

riy  his  addreaass,  Ibr  he  baa  heard  by  this  time  of  my  arrival ;  but 
would  not  have  the  matter  luiown."  Soon  after  this  a  rap 
waa  heard  at  the  door,  and  Dr.  Swift  walked  upstaiis.  Mia. 
Brent  retired ;  bat.  after  a  little  time,  she  was  called ;  and  then 
Mrs.  Swift  introduced  her  visitor,  and  said, "  This  is  my  spark  I 
was  telling  yon  of:  this  is  my  lova  ;  and  indeed  the  only  one 
I  shall  ever  admit  to  nay  their  addresses  to  me."  The  doctor 
smiled  at  hia  mother's  humour,  and  afterward  payed  hia  duty  to 
her  every  day  unsuspected  by  Mrs.  Brent,  whom  ho  invited 
aome  yean  afterward  to  take  care  of  his  (kmUy  affairs,  when  ho 
becan.e  dean  of  St.  Patrick's.  And  when  she  died  he  eon* 
ttnued  ner  daughter  (Mrs.  Ridgwsy,tbeo  a  poor  widow)  in  the 
same  office. 
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leave  to  attribute  this  excellent  invention  to  the  vehc- 
ment  desire  he  had  to  entertain  hii  master  with  some- 
thing extraordinary,  and  to  say  with  the  poet, — 

Amor  addidit  aUn. 
I  am  trying  a  like  experiment,  whether  I  cannot  make 
this  composition  of  old  rags,  gall,  and  vitriol  fly  to 
D'lfAin ;  and  if  (as  the  moving  lion,  which  was  com- 
ptjed  by  an  Italian  chemist,  and  opened  his  breast 
and  showed  the  imperial  arms  painted  on  its  heart) 
this  could  disclose  isself,  and  discover  to  you  the 
high  esteem  and  aflection  I  have  for  you,  I  should 
attain  my  end,  and  not  only  sacrifice  a  hecatomb,  but 
cry  out,  with  ecstatic  Archimedes,  £i!*(fi»«. 

I  should  not  have  presumed  to  imagine  that  you 
would  deign  to  cast  an  eye  on  anything  iiroceeding 
from  so  mean  a  hand  as  mine,  had  I  not  been  encou- 
raged by  that  character  of  candour  and  sweetness  of 
temper  for  which  you  are  so  justly  celebrated  and 
esteemed  by  all  good  men,  as  the  deUcue  humani 
generi* ;  and  I  make  no  question,  but,  like  your 
predecessor,  [an  emperor  again,]  you  reckon  every 
day  as  lost  m  whicn  you  have  not  an  opportunity 
of  doing  some  act  of  beneficence.  I  was  moreover 
emboldened  by  the  adage,  which  does  not  stick  to 
afiirm  that  one  of  the  most  despicable  of  animals  may 
look  upon  the  greatest  of  queens,  as  it  has  been  proved 
to  a  demonstration  by  a  late  most  judicious  author, 
whom  (as  I  take  it)  you  have  vouchsafed  to  immor- 
talize by  your  learned  lucubratiora.*  And,  as  proverbs 
are  the  wriisdom  of  a  nation,  so  I  take  the  naturalizing 
such  a  quantity  of  very  expressive  ones,  as  we  did  by 
the  act  of  tmion,  to  faie  one  of  the  considerablest  ad- 
vantages we  shall  reap  from  it ;  and  I  do  not  question 
but  the  nation  will  be  the  wiser  for  the  future. 

But  I  have  digressed  too  far,  and  therefore  resume 
my  thread.  I  know  my  own  unworthiness  to  deserve 
your  favour,  but  let  this  attempt  pass  on  any  account 
for  some  merit. 

In  magnb  voluisw  sat  est. 

And    though    all    cannot    be  sprightly  like  F — d, 

wise  like  T rs,  agreeable  like  B ^th,  polite  like 

P r de,  or,  to  sum  up  all,  though  there  be  but  one 

phoenix  and  one  kpidissimus  Aomwncio,  T ^p m ; 

yet,  since  a  cup  of  cold  water  was  not  an  unacceptable 
present  to  a  thirsty  emperor,  I  may  flatter  myself  that 
this  tender  of  my  services  (how  mean  soever)  may  not 
be  contemned ;  and  though  I  fall  from  my  great  attempt, 

Spero  trovar  pieta  nan  ehe  perdono ; 
as  that  mellifluous  ornament  of  Italy,  Franciscus  Pe- 
trarch, sweetly  has  it. 

Mr.  Crowder  I  have  often  heard  afSrm,  and  the  fine 
tliiukers  of  all  ages  have  constantly  held,  that  much 
good  may  be  attained  by  reading  of  history.  And  Dr. 
Sloaiie  is  of  opinion  that  modem  travels  are  very  be- 
hoveful  toward  forming  the  mind  and  enlarging  the 
thoughts  of  the  curious  part  of  mankind. 

Give  me  leave  to  speak  a  little  from  both  these  topics. 

In  the  Roman  triumphs,  which  were  doubtless  the 
most  august  spectacles  that  were  ever  seen,  it  was  the 
constant  custom  that  the  public  executioner  should  be 
behind  the  conqueror,  to  remind  him  (says  my  author) 
from  time  to  lime,  that  these  honours  were  transitory, 
and  could  not  secure  him  from  the  severity  of  the  laws. 

Colond  Morrison  of  the  guards  (he  lives  next  door 

to  Tart-Hall),  his  father  was  in  Virginia,  and  being  like 

to  be  starved,  the  company  had  recourse  to  a  learned 

master  of  arts ;  his  name  was  Venter :  he  advised  them 

to  eat  one  another  pour  patter  U  temty  and  to  begin 

with  a  fat  cook-maid.      She  had  certainly  gone  to  pot 

had  not  a  ship  arrived  just  in  the  nick  with  a  quantity 

of  pork,  which  appeased  their  hunger  and  saved  the 

wench's  bacon. 

•  Ths  "Tiatler,"  eondacted  nnder  the  name  of  Ikaac  Bicker- 
staff. 


To  apply  &ese:  did  you  never  (when  rioting  in  the 
costly  dainties  of  my  lord -high-admiral's  [earl  of  Pem- 
broke! table,  when  the  polytasted  wine  excited  jovial 
thoughts  and  banished  serious  reflections)  forgvt  your 
frail  mortal  condition  %  Or  when,  at  another  tinie,  voa 
have  wiped  the  point  of  a  knife,  or  nerhaps  with  m  littk 
spoon  taken  some  Attic  salt  out  of  Mrs.  Floyd's  cade- 
nat ;  and,  as  the  poet  sings, 

Qui  sedans  adversos  idtmtidem — — 
SpecUt  et  aodK, 

did  you  not  think  yourself  par  Deof  Pimy  God  yon 
did  not ;  pray  God  you  did  not  think  yourself  sttptrart 
divot. 

Confess  the  truth,  doctor,  you  did ;  confess  it,  auJ 
repent  of  it,  if  it  be  not  too  late :  but,  alas !  I  fear  il  is. 
And  now,  methinks,  I  look  down  into  that  bog  al' 
flaming  with  bonnyclabber  and  usquebaugh ;  aiid  hear 
you  gnashing  your  teeth  and  crying,  *^  Oh !  what  woomI 
I  give  now  for  a  glass  of  that  small  beer  I  used  to  &) 
was  sour !  or  a  pinch  of  that  snuff  which  I  used  sb) 
was  the  cuised'st  stuff  in  the  world ;  and  bwrov  as 
much  as  would  lie  on  a  shilling  the  minute  aAcr.  Ob ' 
what  would  I  give  to  have  had  a  monitor  in  those  mf>- 
ments  to  have  put  me  in  mind  of  the  sword  liai^:ing  b; 
a  twine-thread  over  my  head,  and  to  have  cned  ic  a 
voice  as  loud  as  Soudiwell's  Memento,  doctor,  ^w^ 
Hibemut  et,  ti  in  HAernittm  reperteritT* 

Every  man  in  the  midst  of  his  pleasures  diould  re- 
member the  Roman  executioner:  and  I  have  hrr 
assured  that,  had  it  not  been  for  the  unfortunate  lo»-^  i^f 
his  royal  highness  the  prince,  [of  Denmark,  who  d-fd 
Oct.  2R,  1709,]  sir  Charles  Duncombe  [lord-maTur  rf 
London  in  1708]  would  have  revived  that  oselui  ctrr- 
mony,  which  might  be  very  properly  introduced  in  tb^ 
lord-mayor  8  cavalcade. 

I  would  not  be  mistaken  either  in  what  has  rorf 
before  or  in  that  which  is  to  follow,  as  if  I  took  >oa  t.> 
be  a  belly-god,  an  Apicius,  or  him  that  wished  his  o^ 
as  long  as  a  crane's,  that  he  might  have  the  gmairr 
pleasure  in  swallowing.  No,  dear  doctor,  far  be  it  fn>u 
me  to  think  you  Epicttri  de  grege  poraan.  I  knjv. 
indeed,  you  are  helluo,  but  'tis  fibrenim,  as  the  leanievi 
Dr.  Accepted  Frewen,  sometime  archbishop  of  Y<H« 
was ;  and  ingemi,  as  the  quaint  Dr.  Offspring  Biackall 
now  bishop  of  Exeter,  is.  Therefore  let  us  ivtun  *  > 
the  use  which  may  be  made  of  modem  travels,  aai 
apply  Mr.  Morrison's  to  your  condition. 

Vou  are  now  cast  on  an  inhospitable  island  ;  no  oa- 
thematical  figures  on  the  santl,  no  vettigia  komitimm  t  > 
be  seen ;  perhaps  at  this  very  time  reduced  to  one  su^I- 
barrel  of  damaged  biscuit,  and  short  allowance  even  d 
salt  water.  What's  to  be  done  f  Another  in  your  ohi- 
dition  would  look  about ;  pethans  he  might  find  tar.* 
potatoes ;  or  get  an  old  piece  of  iron,  and  make  a  h^- 
poon,  and  if  he  found  Higgon  «  sleeping  near  the  d^**. 
strike  him  and  cat  him.  The  western  islandcn  y( 
Scotland  say  *tis  good  meat;  and  his  train  oil,  boitkU 
till  it  mantles,  is  a  delicious  beverage,  if  the  inhahttauu 
of  Lapland  are  to  be  credited. 

But  this  I  know  is  too  gross  a  palmlum  for  o«e  vL^* 
(as  the  chameleon  lives  on  air)  has  always  hitbrrio 
lived  on  wit ;  and  whose  friends  (God  be  thanked)  derr 
he  should  continue  to  do  so,  and  on  no&iog  else.  Thm- 
fore  I  would  advise  you  to  fall  upon  old  Joan :  ei*. 
do,  I  live  to  bid  thee !  eat  Addison :  ^  and  when  yoo  bai  «■ 
eat  everybody  else,  eat  my  lord-lieatesiant  [mtI  </ 
Wharton]  (he  is  something  lean,  God  help  the  wbllt' ; 
and  though  it  will,  for  aught  1  know,  be  trcasoD,  tb«v 
will  be  nobody  left  to  hiuig  you,  unless  yoa  Aauli 
think  fit  to  do  yourself  tluit  favour ;  which  if  ji  u 
should,  pray  don't  write  me  word  of  it,  because  I  sbJu^i 


*  A  tarbalent  high-ehureh  deifvium. 
^  SKTstary  to  ths  earl  of  Wharton,  tad 
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be  rtrj  tony  to  hear  of  any  ill  that  should  happen  to 
you,  ai  being,  with  a  profound  veneimtiou,  one  of  ^e 
greatest  of  your  admirers,  T.  B., 

or  any  two  letters  you  like  better. 

Pny  direct  your  answer  to  me,  at  the  Seijeant*8  Head  in 
Com  wall ;  or  at  Mr.  Sentiment*s,  a  pottg  carrier,  in 
Common  Garden,  in  the  PhKt. 

TO  MR.  BENJAMIN  TOOKE.« 

Dublin.  Jane  29, 1710. 

Sir, — I  was  in  the  country  when  1  received  your  letter 

with  the  apology  enclosed  in  it ;  ^  and  I  had  neither 

bralth  nor  humour  to  finish  that  business.     But  the 

blame  rests  with  you,  that  if  you  thought  it  time  you 

did  not  print  it  when  you  had  it.    I  have  just  now  your 

last,  witn  the  complete  Key.  I  believe  it  is  so  perfect  a 

Grub-street  piece,  it  will  be  forgotten  in  a  weelc.     But 

it  is  strange  tfiat  there  can  be  no  satisfaction  against  a 

bookseller  for  publishing  names  in  so  bold  a  manner. 

I  wish  wome  lawyer  could  advise  you  how  I  might  have 

mtiaAction :  for  at  this  rate  there  is  no  book,  however 

vile,  which  may  not  be  fastened  on  me.     I  cannot  but 

think  that  little  parson-cousin  of  mine  is  at  the  bottom 

of  this ;  for,  having  lent  him  a  copy  of  some  part  of,  ftc, 

and  he  showing  it,  after  I  was  gone  for  Ireland,  and 

the  thing  abroad,  he  affected  to  talk  suspiciously,  as  if 

he  had  some  share  in  it.     If  he  should  happen  to  be  in 

t  >wn,  and  you  light  on  him,  I  think  you  ought  to  tell 

him  gravely,  ^That  if  he  be  the  author,' he  mould  set 

has  name  to  the,**  &c.,  and  rally  him  a  little  upon  it : 

and  tell  htm,  **  if  he  can  explain  some  things,  you  will, 

if  he  pleases,  set  his  name  to  the  next  editioiu"     I 

■faoold  be  glad  to  see  how  fiir  the  foolish  impudence  of 

a  dunce  could  go.     Well ;  I  will  send  you  the  thing, 

nrvw  I  am  in  town,  as  soon  as  possible.     But  I  dare  say 

yoQ  have  neither  printed  the  Rst  nor  finished  the  cuts, 

only  are  glad  to  lay  the  fault  on  me.     I  shall,  at  the 

end,  take  a  little  contemptible  notice  of  the  thing  you 

sent  me ;  and  I  dare  say  it  will  do  you  more  good  than 

hurL    If  yon  are  in  such  haste,  how  came  you  to  forget 

the  ^  Miscellanies?"  I  would  not  have  you  think  ot 

Steele  for  a  publisher :  he  is  too  busy.     I  will,  one  of 

ihmt  <lays,  send  you  some  hints,  which  I  would  have 

izi  a  prelkoe,  and  you  may  get  some  friend  to  dress  them 

upi.     1  have  thoughts  of  some  other  work  one  of  these 

vrArs ;  and  I  hope  to  see  you  ere  it  be  long;   since  it  is 

Ukely  to  be  a  new  world,  and  since  I  have  the  merit  of 

suflerixxg  by  not  complying  with  the  old.      Yours,  &c. 

Jonathan  Swift. 


PROM  MB.  BENJAMIN  TOOKB, 

London.  Jaly  10, 1710. 
SiR^—Bncloeed  I  have  sent  the  "Key,"  and  think  it 
w««uld  be  much  more  proper  to  add  the  notes  at  the  bottom 
of  the  respective  pages  mey  refer  to  than  printing  them 
at  the  cod  by  themselves.  As  to  the  cuts,  sir  Andrew 
Fuuntatne  has  had  them  from  the  time  they  were  de- 
signed, with  an  intent  of  altering  them.  But  he  is  now 
fx>iie  into  Norfolk,  and  will  not  return  till  Michaelmas ; 
^t  that  1  think  they  mutt  be  laid  aside ;  for,  unless  they 
are  vrrr  well  done,  it  is  better  they  were  quite  let  alone. 
A«  to  tiie  *<  Anology,"  I  was  not  so  careless  but  that  I 
took  a  copy  of  it  More  I  sent  it  to  you ;  so  that  I  could 
hare  pstuted  it  easily,  but  that  you  sent  me  word  not 
U»  go  <m  till  yon  had  altered  some  things  in  it.  As  to 
that  coaain  of  yours  which  yon  speak  of,  I  neither  knew 
him  nor  ever  hciard  of  him  tiU  the  **  Key"  mentioned  him. 
It  was  Terf  indiflerent  to  me  which  I  proceeded  on  first, 
^  The  Tale  "  or  <<The  Miscellanies :"  but,  when  you  went 
away  you  told  me  there  were  three  or  four  things  Aould 
b^  sent  over  oat  of  Ireland,  which  you  had  not  here : 

•  !4wilt*t  Kr>kseller  ami  pablbh«r.  Temple-gate,  Pleet-ftreeC 
^  The  *•  Apolofy  **  prefixed  to  the  "  Tkle  of  s  Tub." 


which,  I  think,  is  a  very  reasonable  excuse  for  myself 
in  all  these  affairs.  What  I  beg  of  you  at  present  is, 
that  you  would  return  the  "  Apology  "  and  this  ''  Key," 
with  directiona  as  to  the  placing  it:  although  I  am 
entirely  of  opinion  to  put  it  at  the  bottom  of  each  page ; 
yet  shall  submit  If  this  be  not  done  soon,  I  cannot 
promise  but  some  rascal  or  other  will  do  it  for  us  both ; 
since  you  see  the  libertydiat  is  already  taken.  I  think  too 
much  time  has  already  been  lost  in  *'  The  Miscellanies ;" 
therefore  haaten  that;  and  whichever  is  in  the  most 
forwardness,  I  woidd  begin  on  first.  All  here  depeixi 
on  an  entire  alteration.    I  am,  &c. 

FROM  MR.  ADDISON. 

Dublin  CMtla.  July  tS,  1710. 
Dbab  SiBy — ^About  two  days  ago  I  receii^ed  the  enclosed 
that  is  soded  up,  and  yesterday  that  of  my  friend 
Steele,  which,  requiring  a  speedy  answer,  I  have  sent 
you  express.  In  the  mean  time  I  have  let  him  know 
that  you  are  out  of  town,  and  that  he  may  expect  your 
answer  by  the  next  port.  I  fancy  he  had  my  lord 
Halifax's  authority  for  writing.  I  ^ope  this  will  bring 
you  to  town.  For  your  amusement,  by  the  way,  I  have 
sent  you  some  of  this  day's  news ;  to  which  I  must  add 
that  Drs.  Bysse  *  and  Robinson  k  are  likely  to  be  the 
bishops  of  Bristol  and  St.  David's ;  that  our  politicians 
are  startled  at  the  breaking  off  the  negotiations  and 
&11  of  stocks,  insomuch  that  it  is  thought  they  will 
not  venture  at  dissolving  the  parliament  in  such  a  crisis. 
I  am  ever,  dear  sir,  yours  entirely,         J.  Addison. 

Mr.  Steele  desires  me  to  seal  yours  before  I  deliver 
it,  but  this  you  will  excuse  in  one  who  wishes  you  as  well 
as  he  or  anybody  living  can  do. 

FROM  TIIE  IRISH  BISHOPS 

TO  THE  BISHOPS  OP  OSSORV  AND  KILLALOE. 

Dublin.  AuKutt  SI.  1710. 
Our  tbhv  good  Lords, — ^Whereas  several  applications 
have  been  made  to  her  majesty  about  the  first-fruits 
and  twentieth  parts  payable  to' her  majesty  by  the 
clergy  of  this  kingdom,  beseeching  her  majesty  that 
she  would  be  graciously  pleased  to  extend  her  bounty 
to  the  clergy  here,  in  such  a  manner  as  the  convocation 
have  humbly  laid  before  her  majesty,  or  as  her  majesty 
shall  in  her  goodness  and  wisdom  think  fit ;  and  the 
said  applications  lie  still  before  her  majesty ;  and  we 
do  hope,  from  her  royal  bounty,  a  favourable  answer. 

We  do  therefore  entreat  your  lordships  to  take  on 
you  the  solicitation  of  that  affair,  and  to  use  such 
proper  methods  and  applications  as  you  in  your  pru- 
dence shall  judge  most  likely  to  be  effectual.  We  have 
likewise  desired  the  bearer.  Dr.  Swift,  to  concern 
himself  with  you,  being  persuaded  of  his  diligence  and 
good  affection ;  and  we  desire,  if  your  lordship  s  oc- 
casions require  your  leaving  London  before  you  have 
brought  the  business  to  effect,  that  you  would  leave 
with  him  the  papers  relating  to  it,  wiUi  your  directions 
for  his  management  in  it,  if  you  think  it  advisable  so 
to  do.  We  are  your  lordship's  most  humble  servants 
and  brethren, 

Nabcissus  Armagh.  W.  Kildabb. 

Will.  Dublinibnbis.  W.  Meatu. 

W.  Cassbl.  W.  Killala. 

To  the  Right  Rev.  Fathers  in  Ood,  John  lord  Bishop 
of  Ossory,  and  Thomas  lord  Bishop  of  Killaloe. 

TO  ARCH  BISHOP  KINO. 

t«onclon,  September  9, 1710. 

My  Lobd, — ^I  arrived  here  on  Thursday  last,  and,  in- 
quiring for  the  two  bishops,  I  found  my  lord  of  Ossory* 

•  Philip,  bUbopof  St.  David**,  then  of  Hersfbrd. 
b  John  oonaecrated  bithup  of  Rrialol,  Nov.  19. 1710,  and 
kted  to  the  met  of  London,  in  March.  1713. 
c  Dr.  John  Hartslonge.  bishop  of  Osmry  from  IMS  to  1714. 
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was  gone  tome  time  ago,  and  tbe  Inihop  of  Killaloe  • 
I  could  not  hear  of  till  next  day,  wfaoi  I  found  he 
was  set  out  early  in  the  morning  for  Ireland ;  lo  that 
the  letter  to  their  lotdships  ig  io  far  to  no  purpose.  I 
cannot  yet  learn  whedier  they  left  any  papers  behind 
them ;  neither  shall  I  much  inquire ;  and,  to  say  the 
truth,  I  was  lea  solicitous  to  ask  after  the  bishop  of 
Killaloe  when  I  heard  die  other  was  gone. 

They  tdl  me  all  aflbirs  in  the  treasury  are  goremed 
by  Mr.  Harley,  and  that  he  is  the  person  usually  applied 
to ;  only  of  late,  my  lord  Poulet,  upon  what  people 
have  talked  to  him  that  way,  haUi  exerted  himself  a 
little,  and  endeavours  to  be  as  significant  as  he  can.  I 
have  opportunities  enough  of  getting  some  interest  with 
his  lordship,  who  hath  formerly  done  me  good  offices, 
although  I  have  no  personal  acquaintance  widi  him. 
After  wh^ch  I  will  apply  to  Mr.  Harley,  who  formerly 
made  some  advances  towards  me ;  and,  unless  he  be 
altered,  will,  I  believe,  think  himself  in  the  right  to 
use  me  well :  but  I  am  inclined  to  suspend  any  par- 
ticular solicitations  until  I  hear  from  your  grace,  and 
am  informed  what  progress  the  two  bishops  have  inade ; 
and  until  I  receive  their  |Miperfl,  with  what  other  direc- 
tions your  grace  will  desire  to  send  me. 

Upon  my  arrival  here  I  found  myself  equaUv  ca- 
ressed by  bodi  parties ;  by  one  aa  a  sort  of  bougn  for 
drowning  men  to  lay  hold  of;  and  by  the  other  as  one 
disdontented  with  the  late  men  in  power  for  not  being 
thorough  in  dieir  designs,  and  therefore  ready  to 
approve  present  things.  I  was  to  visit  my  lord  Go- 
doiphin,  who  gave  me  a  reception  very  unexpected, 
imd  altogether  different  from  what  I  ever  received 
from  any  great  man  in  my  life ;  altogether  short,  dry, 
and  morose,  not  worth  repeating  to  your  grace,  until  I 
have  the  honour  to  see  you.  I  complained  of  it  to 
some  of  his  friends,  as  having,  as  I  though^  for  some 
reasons,  deserved  much  the  contrary  from  his  lordship ; 
they  said,  to  excuse  him,  that  he  was  overrun  with 
spleen  and  peevishness  upon  the  present  posture  of 
aiSairs,  and  used  nobody  better.  It  may  be  new  to 
your  grace  to  tell  you  some  circumstances  of  his  re- 
moval. A  letter  was  sent  him  by  the  groom  of  the 
queen  s  stables,  to  desire  he  would  break  hit  stafl^ 
which  would  be  the  easiest  way,  both  to  her  majesty 
and  him.  Mr.  Smith,  chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
happening  to  come  in  a  little  after,  my  lord  broke  his 
staff,  and  flung  the  pieces  in  the  chimney,  desiring  Mr. 
Smith  to  be  witness  that  he  had  obeyed  the  queen^s 
commands ;  and  sent  him  to  the  queen  with  a  letter 
and  message,  which  Mr.  Smith  delivered,  and  at  the 
same  time  surrendered  up  his  own  office.  The  par- 
liament is  certainly  to  be  dissolved,  although  the  day 
is  yet  uncertain.  The  remainder  of  Whigs  in  employ- 
ment are  resolved  not  to  resign ;  and  a  certain  lord  told 
me  he  had  been  the  giver  of  that  advice,  and  did,  in 
my  presence,  prevail  on  an  acquaintance  of  mine  in  a 
great  post  to  promise  the  same  thing.  Only  Mr. 
Boyle,  [youngest  son  of  Charles  lord  Clifford,]  they 
say,  is  resolved  to  give  up.  Everybody  counts  infal- 
libly upon  a  general  removal.  -  Tne  duke  of  Queens- 
berry,  it  is  said,  will  be  steward ;  my  lord  Cholmondeley 
is  gone  over  to  the  new  interest,  with  great  indignation 
of  his  friends.  It  is  affirmed  by  the  Tories  £at  the 
great  motive  of  these  changes  was  the  absolute  ne 
cessity  of  a  peace,  which  they  thought  the  Whigs  were 
for  perpetually  delaying.  Elections  are  now  managing 
with  greater  violence  and  expense  and  more  com- 
petitors than  ever  was  known ;  yet  the  town  is  much 
fuller  of  people  than  usual  at  this  time  of  the  year, 
waiting  till  they  see  some  issue  of  the  matter.  The 
duke  of  Ormond  is  much  talked  of  for  Ireland,  and  I 

*  Dr.  Tlioinas  Lindny,  bbbop  of  Killaloe  from  March  169&, 
tranristwd  to  Raphoe  in  Jane,  1713  ;  to  Armagh  in  Januarv, 
1714  ;  and  died  July  18, 1724. 


imagine  he  believed  something  of  it  himself.  Mr. 
Harley  is  looked  upon  as  first  minister,  and  not  my 
lord  Shrewsbury,  and  his  grace  helps  on  the  opinioci, 
whether  out  of  policy  or  truth ;  upon  all  occadons 
professing  to  stay  until  he  speaks  with  Mr.  Harley. 
The  queen  continues  at  Kensington  indisposed  with  the 
gou^  of  which  she  has  frequent  returns. 

I  deferred  writing  to  your  grace  as  late  as  I  could 
this  post,  until  I  might  have  something  to  entertain 
you ;  but  there  is  such  a  univenal  uncertainty  among 
those  who  pretend  to  know  most,  that  little  can  be 
depended  on.  However,  it  may  be  some  amusem<^ 
to  tell  you  the  sentiments  of  people  here,  and,  as  InJ 
as  they  are,  I  am  sure  they  are  the  best  that  are  stirring ; 
for  it  is  thought  there  are  not  three  people  in  England 
entirely  in  the  secret;  nor  is  it  sure  whether  tvn 
those  three  are  agreed  in  what  they  intend  to  do.  1 
am,  with  great  respect,  my  lord,  your  grace^s  most 
obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

Jonathan  Swift. 

I  have  not  time  to  read  this  and  correct  the  literal 
mistakes. 

I  was  to  wait  on  the  duke  of  Ormond  to  set  hsw 
right  in  the  story  of  the  college,  about  the  stsitae/ 
&c. 


FBOM  ARCHBISHOP  KIN6« 

Dublin.  Scptembfv  16, 1710. 
Rbv£Hbnd  Sifi, — I  received  yours,  by  the  last  pad^etv 
of  S^.  9th;  and  because  you  have  miased  the  tvo 
bishops,  I  send  you,  with  this,  the  papers  relating  u> 
the  first-fruits  and  twentieth  parts.  I  send  them  in 
two  bundles,  being  too  big  for  one  letter.  The  biabopa. 
so  far  as  I  can  leam  from  the  bishop  of  OiMry,  hart 
not  made  any  step  since  I  left  London.  I  will  endea- 
vour to  get  you  a  letter  from  the  bishops  to  solicit  that 
aflair.  In  the  mean  time  open  the  letter  to  the  two 
bishops,  and  make  use  of  it  as  occasion  shaU  serve. 
The  scheme  I  had  laid  for  them  is  crossed  hj  mr 
lord-treasurer's  being  out ;  though,  perhaps,  that  «  ouid 
not  have  done ;  but  her  majesty^s  promiae  I  depended 
on,  and  I  had  engaged  the  archbishop  of  Yorv  in  it. 
When  he  comes  to  London  I  will  give  you  a  letter 
to  him.  I  can  likewise  find  means,  I  believe,  to  pos- 
sess my  lord  Shrewsbury  and  Mr.  Harley  widi  iiie 
reaaonablenea  of  the  aflair.  I  am  not  courtier  cfiou|:h 
to  know  tiie  propemess  of  the  thing;  but  I  bad  oocr 
an  imi^nation  to  attempt  her  majesty  hers^  by  a 
letter,  modestly  putting  her  in  mind  of  the  mais^ ; 
and  no  time  so  proper  as  when  there  is  no  lord-lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland,  which  perhaps  may  be  soon;  Ic! 
this  needs  advice. 

There  are  great  men  here  as  much  out  of  faonMmr 
as  you  describe  your  great  vitiiee  [the  earl  of  GcdoJ- 
phin]  to  have  been ;  nor  does  the  good  news  frvra 
Spain^  clear  tiiem.  I  believe,  however,  they  are  cbu! 
at  it,  though  another  would  have  served  tii«9rocca»i.ini 
as  well. 

I  do  not  apprehend  any  other  secret  in  all  thb  a£^. 
but  to  get  Whigs  out  of  all  places  of  profit  and  truft 
and  to  get  othras  in  diem.  As  for  peace,  it  mist  he 
on  no  other  terms  than  the  preliminaries ;  and  ymill 
find  a  Tory  parliament  will  give  money  aa  freely,  anil 
be  as  eager  to  prosecute  the  war,  as  the  Whigs  wev. 
or  they  are  not  the  wise  men  I  take  them  to  be.  1/ 
they  do  so,  and  take  care  to  have  the  nHsaey  well 
disposed  of  when  given,  they  will  fcveak  the  king  </ 
France  s  heart  and  tiie  Whigs*  together,  aad  plcasr 
the  nation.  There's  an  ugly  accident  that  faapptM 
here  in  relation  to  our  twentieth  parts  and  first>frurti : 

■  Some  jamk^  gentlemeii  of  fiw  nnirfrrity.  vlio  toek  iV 
truncheon  out  of  the  hand  of  the  statue  of  kii^s  WiUiui  I1I.«8 
Ck)llt!^-RTeen,  and  were  expelled. 

b  Probably  the  battle  near  Suagoca. 
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at  NidnimiMr,  1709,  there  wai  mdy  money  in  the 
Trnwirx,  and  good  tolTcnt  dcbti  to  the  queen,  to  the 
viloeof  70,000/.  Now,  I  am  told  by  the  last  week** 
tbitnet,  there  k  only  323/.  in  the  Treaeury,  and  the 
inny  unpaid,  at  leait  vneleated  for  a  year ;  and  all 
othcn,  except  pcneioM«»  in  the  eame  condition.  Now 
the  gnat  inob?e  to  prevail  with  her  majesty  to  gire 
tbe  clergy  the  bounty  petitioned  for  was  the  clearness 
of  the  lereooe  here ;  bat  if  that  be  anticipated,  perhaps 
it  may  make  an  objection.  I  will  add  no  more,  but 
my  praycn  for  you.    I  am,  Ac.       William  Dublin. 


TO  D8AN  STEBNB. 

Lonaon,  Septmaber  S«,  1710. 
Sib,— One  would  think  this  an  adminble  place  from 
wticnce  to  fill  a  letter,  yet  when  I  come  to  examine 
particalan^  I  find  they  either  consist  of  news  which 
70U  h«sr  as  aoon  by  the  public  papers,  or  of  persons 
uA  things  to  which  you  are  a  Stranger,  and  are  tbe 
wiser  and  happier  fbr  being  so.    Here  have  been  great 
mm  ercry  day  resigning  tibeir  places ;  a  resignation  as 
tincm  ai  that  of  a  uanrer  on  his  deathbed.      Here  are 
•ome  that^  fear  being  whipped  because  tiiey  ha?e 
Ivuken  their  rod;  and  some  that  may  be  called  to  an 
«ocoiuit  beeause  they  could  not  cast  one  up.    There 
m  nov  not  much  abore  a  doxen  great  employments  to 
be  diipesed  of,  which,  according  to  our  computation, 
nay  be  done  in  as  many  days.    Patrick  [Dr.  Swift's 
Irivh  lerraBt]  aasnree  me  his  acquaintance  are  all  rery 
veil  atidied  with  these  changes,  which  I  take  for  no  ill 
tjiDptom,  and  it  is  certain  Uie  queen  has  nerer  ap- 
pend n  easy  or  so  cheerftil.      I   found  my  lord 
Godolpbin  the  worst  dissembler  of  any  of  them  that  I 
have  talked  to;  and  no  wonder,  since  bis  loss  and 
<^^  are  greater,   besides  the  addition  of  age  and 
complexion.     My  lord-lieutenant  [earl  of  Wharton] 
ii  fone  to  the  country  to  bustle  about  elections.    He  is 
no«  T*t  remored,  because  they  say  it  will  be  requisite 
('•  npenede  him  by  a  sucoesMv,  which  the  queen  has 
lut  fixed  on;  nor  is  it  agreed  whether  the  duke  of 
Hhrpwibury  or  Ormond  •  stand  fairest.     I  speak  only 
fiir  thii  nonung,  because  reports  usually  change  e?ery 
tvnity-foar  hours.     Heantmie  the  pamphlets  and  half- 
•Wti  grow  so  upon  our  hands,  it  will  very  well  em- 
jjKiy  a  man  ere^  day  from  morning  till  night  to  read 
!!j«n,  and  so  out  of  perfect  despair  I  never  read  any  at 
»1I.    The  Whigs,  like  an  army  beat  three  quarters  out 
<f  the  field,  begin  to  skirmiJi  but  faintly;  and  de- 
«tm  dwly  come  over.    We  are  amaied  to  find  our 
miftakes,  and  how  it  was  possible  to  see  so  much  merit 
•hne  there  was  none,  and  to  overlook  it  where  tiiere 
»!■  io  much.     When  a  great  minister  has  lost  his 
plre,  immediately  virtue,  honour,  and  wit  fly  over 
t*>  hi«  successor,  witii  the  other  ensigns  of  his  office. 
J^'ii'ce  I  left  off  writing  I  rec«ts«d  a  letter  from  my 
[(>nJ  arehbiahop  of  Dublin,  or  rJAier  two  letters  upon 
'^^  ,°)emoriius.     I  think  immediately  to  bqgin  my 
•»licidng,  dumgh   they  are  not  very  perfect ;    for  I 
vould  be  glad  to  know  whether  my  lord  archbishop 
wr-uid  have  the  same  method  taken  her«  that  has  been 
^»  in  England,  to  settle  it  by  parliament ;  but,  how- 
'Trr.  that  will  be  time  enough  thought  of  this  good 
»hil^, 

1  must  here  tell  you  that  the  dean  of  St.  Patrick's 
yT«  better  than  anv  man  of  quality  I  know ;  yet  this 
^T  I  dined  with  the  comptroller  [sir  John  Holland, 
™.j»  who  teUs  me  he  drinks  the  queen's  wine  to-day. 
1  uw  collector  Steme,^  who  desired  me  to  present  his 
•''▼ice  to  you,  and  to  tell  you  he  would  be  glad  to 

•  Th*  doJw  of  Otmood  was  apixrinttd  lord-iteutanut  ta 
*nr*pT  If.  1710. 

*  Enoch  mm^  e«i.,  eollcctor  of  WU- Mow,  and  clerk  of  th« 
•owofloff^iQ  Iieknd 


hear  from  you,  but  not  about  business ;  by  which  T 
told  him  I  guessed  he  was  putting  you  ofif  alwut  some- 
thing yoa  desired. 

1  would  much  rather  be  now  in  Ireland  drinking 
your  good  wine,  and  looking  over  while  you  lost  a 
crown  at  permy-ombie.  I  am  weary  of  the  caresses  of 
gnat  men  out  of  place.  The  oomptroUer  expects  every 
day  the  queen's  oommaads  to  brsak  his  staff.  He  is 
tbe  last  great  household  oflScer  they  intend  to  turn  oat. 
My  loid-lieuteiiant  is  yet  in,  because  they  cannot 
agree  about  his  mcoeaior.  I  am  your  most  obedi«i^ 
humble  servant,  Jonatban  Swfrr. 

A  HBMOBIAL  OF  DR.  SWIFTS 
TO  MR.  HAIILST  ABOUT  tHB  FIBfT-PHtriTt. 

October  7. 1710. 
In  Ireland  hardly  one  parish  in  ten  has  any  glebe, 
and  the  rest  very  small  and  aeattsred,  except  a  very 
few,  and  tfiesehave  seldom  any  houses/  ^ 

There  are  in  proportion  more  impropriatioDS  in  Ir»- 
land  than  in  England,  which,  add«i  t6  the  poverty  of 
the  country,  make  the  livings  of  very  small  and  un* 
certain  value,  so  that  five  or  six  are  often  joined  to 
make  a  revenue  of  50/.  per  annum ;  but  these  have 
seldom  above  one  ehurca  in  repair,  the  rest  being 
destroyed  by  ftequent  wan,  &c. 

The  clergy,  for  want  of  glebes,  are  forced  in  their 
own  or  neighbouring  parish  to  take  ihrms  to  live  at 
nck^rents. 

The  queen  having  some  years  since  remitted  the 
flrst'fmits  to  tiie  clergy  of  England,  the  bishop  of 
Cloyne,  being  then  in  London,  did  petition  her  majestv 
fbr  the  same  fkvour  in  behalf  of  the  clergy  in  Ireland, 
and  received  a  gracious  answer.  But  this  affair,  fur 
Irant  of  soliciting,  was  not  brought  to  an  issue  during 
tiie  govemmeoti  of  tiie  duke  of  Ormond  and  earl  of 
Pembroke.  

Upon  the  earl  of  Wharton's  succeeding.  Dr.  Swift 
(who  had  solicited  this  matter  in  the  preceding  govern- 
ment) was  directed  by  the  bishops  of  Ireland  to  apply 
to  his  excellency,  who  thought  fit  to  receive  the  motion 
as  wholly  new,  and  what  he  could  not*  consider  till  he 
were  fixed  in  4>e  government,  and  till  the  same  appli- 
cation were  made  to  him  as  had  been  to  his  prede- 
cessors. Acccordingly,  an  addrees  was  delivered  to  his 
lordship,  with  a  petition  to  the  queen,  and  a  memorial 
annexed  fVom  both  houses  of  convocation ;  but  a  dis- 

Eute  happening  in  the  lower  house,  wherein  his  cha|>- 
lin  was  concerned,  and  which  was  represented  by 
the  said  chaplain  as  an  affiont  designed  to  his  excel- 
lency, who  was  pleased  to  understand  and  report  it  so 
to  the  court,  the  convocation  was  suddenly  prorogued, 
and  all  further  thoughts  about  the  fint-ftuits  let  fall 
as  deperate. 

Tbe  subject  of  the  petition  was  to  desire  that  the 
twentieth  parts  might  oe  remitted  to  the  clergy,  and 
the  first-fhiits  made  a  fund  for  purchasing  glebes  and 
impro^ations,  and  rebuilding  churches. 

The  twentieth  parts  are  Vid,  in  1/.  paid  annually 
out  of  all  ecclesiastical  benefices,  as  they  were  valued 
at  the  Reformation.  They  amount  to  about  500/.  per 
annum ;  but  of  little  or  no  value  to  the  queen,  after 
&e  officers  and  other  charges  are  paid,  though  of  much 
trouble  and  vexation  to  the  clergy. 

The  first-fruits  paid  by  incumbents  upon  their  pro- 
motion amount  to  450/.  per  annum;  so  that  her 
majesty,  in  remitting  about  1000/.  per  annum  to  the 
clergy,  will  really  lose  not  above  500/. 

Upon  Aug.  31,  1710,  the  two  houses  of  convocation 
being  met  to  be  further  prorogued,  the  archbishops  and 
bishops  conceiving  there  was  now  a  favourable  junc- 
ture to  resume  their  applications,  did,  iu  their  private 
capacitien,  sign  a  power  to  tbe  said  Dr.  Swift  to  solicit 
the  remiting  of  the  first-fruits  and  twentieth  |)arts. 
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But  there  ii  a  greater  burden  than  tiiis,  and  almcwc 
intolerable,  upon  several  of  the  clergy  in  Ireland ;  the 
easing  of  which  the  clergy  only  looked  on  at  a  thing 
to  be  wislied,  without  making  it  part  of  dieir  petition. 

The  queen  is  impropriator  of  several  parishes,  and 
the  incumbent  pays  her  half-yearly  a  rent  generally  to 
the  third  part  of  the  real  value  of  die  living,  and  some- 
times half.  Some  of  these  parishes,  yielding  no  in- 
come to  the  vicar  by  the  increase  of  grasier^  are 
seized  un  by  the  crown,  and  cannot  pay  the  reserved 
rent !  The  value  of  all  these  impropriations  is  aboat 
2000A  per  annum  to  her  majetty. 

If  the  queen  would  graciously  please  to  bestow  like- 
wise these  impropriations  to  the  church,  part  to  be  re- 
mitted to  the  incumbent,  where  the  rent  is  large  and 
the  living  small,  and  the  rest  to  be  laid  out  in  levying 
glebes  and  impropriations,  and  building  churches,  it 
would  be  a  most  pious  and  seasonable  bounty. 

The  utmost  value  of  the  twentieth  parts,  first-fruits, 
and  crown-rents,  is  3000/.  per  annum,  of  which  about 
500/.  per  aimum  is  sunk  among  oflScers ;  so  that  her 
majesty,  by  this  great  benefaction,  would  lose  but 
2600/.  per  annum. 

TO  ARCHBISHOP  KING. 

London,  October  10, 1710. 
My  Lord, — ^I  had  the  honour  of  your  grace  s  letter  of 
September  16,  but  I  was  in  no  pain  to  acknowledge 
it,  nor  shall  be  at  any  other  time,  until  I  have  some- 
thing  that  I  think  worth  troubling  you,  because  I  am 
Tery  sensible  how  much  an  insignificant  letter  is  worse 
than  none  at  all.  I  had  likewise  the  memorial,  &c., 
in  another  packet ;  and  I  beg  your  grace  to  enclose 
whatever  packets  you  send  me  (I  mean  of  bulk)  under 
a  paper  directed  to  Mr.  Steele,  at  his  oflfice  in  the  Cock- 
pit, and  not  for  me  at  Mr.  Steele's.  I  should  have 
been  ghid  the  bishops  had  been  here,  although  I  take 
bishofH  to  be  the  worst  solicitors  in  the  world,  except 
in  their  own  concerns.  They  cannot  give  themselves 
the  little  troubles  of  attendance  that  other  men  are 
content  to  swallow ;  else  I  am  sure  their  two  lord- 
ships might  have  succeeded  easier  than  men  of  my 
level  can  reasonably  hope  to  do. 

As  soon  as  I  received  the  packets,  I  went  to  wait 
upon  Mr.  Harley.  I  had  prepared  him  before  by 
another  hand,  where  he  was  very  intimate  and  got 
myself  represented  (which  I  might  justly  do)  as  one 
extremely  ill-used  by  the  last  ministry,  after  some 
obligations,  because  I  refused  to  go  certain  lengths 
tiiey  would  have  me.  This  happened  to  be  in  some 
sort  Mr.  Harley*s  own  case.  He  had  heard  very  often 
of  me,  and  received  me  with  the  greatest  marks  of 
kindness  and  esteem,  as  I  was  whispered  that  he 
would ;  and  the  more,  upon  the  ill  usage  I  had  met 
with.  I  sat  with  him  two  hours  among  company,  and 
two  hours  we  were  alone ;  where  I  gave  him  a  history 
of  the  whole  business,  and  the  steps  diat  had  been 
made  in  it;  which  he  heard  as  I  could  wish,  and 
promised  with  great  readiness  his  best  credit  to  effect 
It.  I  mentioned  the  difficulties  we  had  met  with  from 
lords-lieutenants  and  their  secretaries,  who  would  not 
Bufler  other  to  solicit,  and  neglected  it  themselves. 
He  fell  in  with  me  entirely ;  and  said  neither  they  nor 
himself  should  have  the  merit  of  it,  but  the  queen,  to 
whom  he  would  show  my  memorial  with  the  first 
opportmiity,  in  order,  if  possible,  to  have  it  done  in 
this  interregnum.  I  said  *^  it  was  a  great  encourage- 
ment to  the  bishops  that  he  was  in  the  Treasury,  whom 
they  knew  to  have  been  the  chief  adviser  of  the  queen 
to  grant  the  same  favour  in  England ;  that  the  honour 
and  merit  of  this  would  certainly  be  his,  next  the 
queen ;  but  that  it  was  nothing  to  him,  who  had  done 
so  much  greater  things;  and  that  for  my  part^  I 
thought  he  was  obliged  to  the  clergy  of  Ireland  for 


giving  him  an  occasion  of  gtatii^itig  the  pletsure  be 
took  in  doing  good  to  the  church.**  He  received  nay 
coraplimeDt  extremely  well,  and  icnewed  his  pnnnisa. 

Your  grace  will  please  to  know  that,  beiidet  the 
first-fruits,  I  told  him  of  the  crown-icnti,  and  ilwvcd 
the  nature  and  value  of  them ;  but  said  my  opimoa 
was  that  the  oonvocataon  had  not  mentioned  than  in 
their  petition  to  the  queen,  delivered  to  lord  Wluitao 
with  the  address^  because  they  thought  the  timM 
would  not  then  hear  it ;  but  that  I  looked  upon  myidf 
to  have  a  discretionary  power  to  solicit  it  in  lo  iaroar' 
able  a  juncture.  I  had  two  memorials  ready  of  my 
own  dmwing  up,  as  short  as  possible,  ihoiriog  tbe 
nature  of  the  thing,  and  how  long  it  had  been  depend- 
ing, &c.  One  of  these  memorials  had  a  psragripb  at 
the  end  relating  to  the  crown-renti ;  ttie  otber  bd 
none.  In  case  he  had  waived  the  motion  of  the  croim- 
rents  I  would  have  given  him  the  last,  but  I  gave  lim 
the  other,  which  he  immediately  read,  and  promistd 
to  second  both  with  his  best  offices  to  the  ^ueen.  Ai  I 
have  placed  that  paragraph  in  my  memorial,  it  can  do 
no  harm,  and  may  possibly  do  good.  However,  I  brg 
your  grace  to  say  nothing  of  it,  but  if  it  dies,  lei  it  die 
m  silence ;  we  must  take  up  with  what  can  be  got^ 

I  forgot  to  tell  your  grace  that  when  I  said  I  nt 
empowered,  &c.,  he  desired  to  see  my  foweo;  aoi 
thai  I  heartily  wished  they  had  been  a  littk  nuve 
ample ;  and  I  have  since  wondered  what  tcxajM  a 
number  of  bishops  could  have  of  empowering  a  clogy- 
man  to  do  the  church  and  them  a  service,  widiout  ai.T 
prospect  or  imagination  of  intereit  for  himself  fuitba 
than  about  lOf.  a*year. 

Mr.  Harley  has  invited  me  to  dine  with  him  to-day; 
but  I  shall  not  put  him  upon  this  discourse  so  KMn> 
If  he  begins  it  hunself,  I  will  add  at  bottom  whalmr 
there  is  of  moment 

He  said  Mr.  secretary  St.  John  desires  to  be  ac- 
quainted with  me,  and  that  he  will  bring  ui  together. 
which  may  be  of  further  help :  although  1  told  him  I 
had  no  thoughts  of  applying  to  any  bat  hims^; 
wherein  he  differed  from  me,  deairing  I  would  ipo^ 
to  others,  if  it  were  but  for  form ;  and  seemed  to  neas, 
as  if  he  would  avoid  the  envy  of  doing  things  alooe. 
But  an  old  courtier,  Tan  intimate  friend  of  mine,)  viik 
whom  I  consulted,  aavised  me  still  to  let  him  know  I 
relied  wholly  upon  his  good  inclinatioaas  and  otdit 
with  the  queen. 

I  find  I  am  forced  to  say  all  this  very  confuaedlj, 
just  as  it  lies  in  my  memory ;  but  perhaps  it  may  (iv( 
your  grace  a  truer  notion  of  what  passed  than  if  I  had 
writ  in  more  order.  Besides,  I  am  forced  to  omit  the 
greatest  part  of  what  I  said,  being  not  proper  for  a 
letter  at  such  a  distance ;  for  I  told  very  freely  the 
late  causes  which  had  stopped  this  matter,  and  removei 
many  odious  misrepresentations,  &c. 

I  beg  whatever  letters  are  sent  to  bishops  or  othm 
in  this  matter,  by  your  grace  or  the  primate,  may  he 
enclosed  to  me,  that  I  may  stifle  or  deliver  them,  ai  the 
course  of  the  affair  shall  require.  As  for  a  letter  fito 
your  grace  to  the  queen,  you  say  it  needs  advice;  lad 
I  am  sure  it  it  not  from  me,  who  shall  not  presume  ^ 
offer;  but  perhaps  from  what  I  have  writ  you  may 
form  some  judgment  or  other. 

As  for  public  afiairs,  I  confess  I  b^gan  thli  letter  tn 
a  half-sh^  merely  to  limit  myself  on  a  subject  with 
which  I  did  not  know  whether  your  grace  would  he 
entertained.  I  am  not  yet  convinced  that  any  acoaa 
to  men  in  power  gives  a  man  more  truth  or  light  thab 
the  politics  of  a  coffeehouse.  I  have  known  some  gR^t 
ministers  who  would  seem  to  discover  the  very  iand^ 
of  their  hearts,  when  I  was  sure  they  did  not  vahie 
whelher  I  had  proclaimed  all  they  had  said  atCfasnor 
cross.  But  I  never  knew  one  great  minister  who 
made  any  scruple  to  mould  the  alphabet  mto  whiitf^ 
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wonts  be  pletfed,  or  to  be  more  difficalt  about  any 

hc^  than  m«  porter  is  about  that  of  hit  lord  i  being  at 

home :  to  that  whoever  has  so  little  to  do  aa  to  deaire 

nme  knowledge  in  aecrets  of  state  most  compare 

vhat  he  hean  from  seTenl  great  men,  as  from  one 

great  mao  at  sereral  times,  which  is  equally  diffe^t 

People  were  surprised  when  the  court  stopped  its  hands 

u  to  further  removals ;  the»comiitroller,  a  lord  of  the 

Admiralty,  and  some  others,  told  me  thev  expected 

ercry  day  to  be  dismissed ;  but  they  were  all  decayed, 

simI  the  higher  Tories  are  venr  angry  j.but  some  time 

igo.  at  Hampton  Court,  I  picxed  out  tfa«  reason  from 

a  dottn  persons ;  and  told  sir  John  Holland  I  would 

Lay  a  wager  he  would  not  lose  hb  staff  so  soon  as  he 

imagioed.    The  ministry  are  afraid  of  too  great  a 

majority  of  their  own  side  in  the  house  of  commons, 

and  thoefors  stopped  short  in  their  changes ;  yet  some 

refinen  think  ihij  have  gone  too  &r  already,  for  of 

thirty  new  members  in  the  present  elections  about 

twraty-iix  are  Tories.    The  duke  of  Ormond  seems 

till  to  itand  the  fturest  for  Ireland ;  al&ough  I  bear 

mnie  iaint  hopes  they  will  iMyt  nominate  very  soon. 

The  rum  of  the  late  party  was  owing  to  a  neat 

number  snd  a  complication  of  causes,  which  I  have 

^  (m  persons  able  enough  to  inform  me;  and 

tbat  is  all  we  can  mean  by  a  good  hand,  for  the 

reradty  is  not  to  be  relied  on.     The  duchess  of  Marl- 

K>roagfa<k  removal  has  been  seven  years  wooing ;  that 

of  the  treasurer  above  three^  and  he  was  to  be  dismissed 

before  lord  Sunderland.    Besides  the  many  personal 

cauaeii  that  of  breaking  measures  settled  for  a  peace 

[our  jears  ago  had  a  great  weight,  when  die  French 

oad  complied  with  all  terms,  &c    In  short,  they 

silNvbended  the  whole  party  to  be  entirely  against  a 

pfsce,  for  some  time^  until  thev  were  rivetod  fast,  too 

fart  to  be  broken  as  they  otherwise  expected,  if  the  war 

•hoald  conclude  too  soon.    I  cannot  tell  (for  it  is  just 

dome  into  mr  head^  whether  some  unanimous  ad- 

<bciKi»  from  moae  wno  love  the  church  in  Ireland,  or 

frnn  Dublin,  or  your  grace  and  the  clergy,  might  not 

be  Maionable ;  or  whether  my  lord  Wharton's  being 

<M>t  yet  suspended  may  yet  hinder  it. 

I  forgot  to  tdl  your  grace  that  the  memorial  I  gave 
Mr.  Uarley  wa^  drawn  up  by  myself,  and  was  an 
''"tnct  of  what  I  had  said  to  him ;  it  was  as  short  as 
I  could  malDe  it;  that  which  you  sent  being  too  long, 
AAd  of  another  nature. 

1  dined  to^y  with  Mr.  Harley ;  but  I  must  humbly 
W  your  gnee*8  pardon  if  I  say  no  more  at  present, 
f«v  reasons  I  may  shortly  let  vou  know.  In  the  mean 
tine  I  deaire  your  grace  to  beUeve  me,  with  the  greatest 
inpect,  my  lord,  your  grace  s  most  dutiful  and  most 
"unhle  scnranty  Johathan  Swift. 

FROM  ABCHBI8H0F  KINO. 

LondoD.  October  S4, 1710. 

ncrnxvo  Sib, — ^I  thank  you  for  yours  of  the  lOth 

imtaot,  and  send  you  enclosed  a  further  power  by  my 

lord-primate  and  me.     My  lord  is  not  able  to  come  to 

ttfwn,  which  obliged  me  to  wait  on  him  at  Johnston, 

^  hindered  the  joining  of  two  or  three  bishops  in  it 

who  are  yet  in  town ;   but  I  suppose  our  signing  is 

fuAcient    I  went  in  the  morning  to  wait  on  his  grace, 

*Dd  intended,  when  he  had  signed  it,  to  have  applied 

to  other  bishops ;  but  he  was  abroad  taking  the  air,  and 

i  could  not  get  it  until  it  was  late,  and  thought  it  better 

^  sign  and  aend  it  as  it  is  than  wait  for  another  post. 

Yoo  may  expect  by  Ae  next  a  letter  to  his  grace 

'^f  Canterbury,  and  another  to  the  archbishop  of  York. 

1  apprised  them  both  of  the  business.     The  latter,  if  I 

'^niember  right,  spoke  to  her  majesty  about  it ;  I  am 

not  sure  that  her  majesty  remembers  what  I  said  on 

that  subject ;  but  am  sure  she  was  pleased  to  seem 

«tidlcd  with  it,  and  to  scmple  only  toe  time :  I  sup- 


pose, not  thinking  it  fit  to  confer  the  favour  she  designed 
the  clergy  of  Ireland  by  the  hands  it  must  then  have 
passed  through,  but  said  that  in  the  interval  of  a 
change,  or  absence  of  a  chief  governor,  it  liiould  be 
done.  I  hone  now  is  the  proper  time,  and  that  her 
majesty  wiU  rather  follow  the  dictates  of  her  own 
boontiful  inclinations  than  the  intrigues  of  cunning 
covetous  counsellois. 

I  thought  to  have  troubled  you  with  a  great  many 
things,  but  sueh  a  crowd  of  visitors  have  broken  in 
upon  me  before  I  could  lock  my  ^ates,  that  I  am  focoed 
to  break  off  abruptly,  recommendutg  you  to  God*s  caie; 
I  am,  &C.  WiLUAM  DuBUM. 


FBOM  LORD-PRIICATB  MARSH  AND  ARCHBISHOP 

KINO. 

DnUUn.  Oolober  24.  1710. 
Sit,— -We  directed  a  letter  to  the  bishops  of  Ossory 
and  Killaloe  last  August,  desiring  and  empowering  them 
to  solicit  the  affair  of  our  first-fruits  and  twentieth  parts 
with  her  migesty ;  which  has  defended  so  long,  notwith- 
standing her  m^esty's  good  lotentioni^  and  several 
promises  of  the  chief  govemon  here  to  lay  our  addresses 
before  her  majesty  in  the  best  manner.  We  were  then 
af^vehensive  that  those  bishops  might  return  from 
England  before  the  business  could  be  effected,  and 
therefore  we  desired  them  to  concern  you  in  it,  having 
so  good  assurance  of  your  ability,  prudence,  and  fitness 
to  prosecute  such  a  matter.  We  find  the  bishops  re- 
turned before  you  came  to  London,  for  which  we  are 
very  much  conoeroed ;  and  judging  this  the  most  pro- 
per time  to  proeecute  it  with  success,  we  entreat  you  to 
take  the  jMi  mamigtmetU  of  it  into  your  hands ;  and 
do  connmit  the  care  of  solicitixw  it  to  your  diligence 
and  prudence ;  desiring  you  to  let  us  kiM>w,  from  time 
to  time^  what  progress  is  made  in  it.  And  if  anything 
frarther  be  necessary  on  our  part,  on  your  intimation  we 
shall  be  ready  to  do  whei*Bhall  be  judged  reasonable. 

This,  with  our  prayers  for  the  good  success  of  yoor 
endeavours,  is  all  from,  sir,  yours,  &c 

NABCISiUi  Abmaqu. 

William  Dubum. 


FROM  ARCHBISHOP  KING. 

Dablin,  November  S,  1710. 

Rbvbbbnd  Sib,— The  declaration  of  his  grace  the  duke 
of  Ormond  to  be  our  l<nrd-lieutenant  has  stopped  the 
further  letters  of  recommendation  designed  to  be  sent  to 
you,  because  the  bishops  were  unwilling  to  solicit  the 
affair  of  die  first-fruits  and  twentieth  parti  by  any  other 
hand.  I  gave  them  some  account  how  tu  you  had 
been  concerned  in  it:  and  they  ordered  a  letter  to  Mr. 
Southwell,  to  give  him  an  account  that  the  papess 
were  in  your  hands^  and  desire  you  to  wait  on  him 
with  them  and  take  your  own  measures  in  soliciting  the 
aflkir.  I  am  not  to  conceal  from  you  that  some  ex- 
pressed a  little  jealously  that  you  would  not  be  accept- 
able to  the  present  courtiers,  intimating  that  you  were 
under  the  reputation  of  being  a  favourite  of  the  late 
party  in  power.  Yon  may  remember  I  asked  you  the 
question  before  you  were  engaged  in  this  affair,  know- 
ing of  what  moment  it  was ;  and  by  the  coldness  I 
found  in  some  I  soon  perceived  what  was  at  the  bottom. 
I  am  of  opinion  that  this  conjuncture  of  circumstances 
will  oblige  you  to  exert  yourself  with  more  vigour; 
and,  if  it  should  succeed,  vou  have  gained  your  point; 
whereas,  if  you  should  fail,  it  would  cause  no  refleo- 
tions,  that  having  been  the  fate  of  so  man^  before  you. 
I  can  be  very  littie  usefril  to  you  at  this  distance ; 
but  if  you  foresee  anything  wherein  I  may  be  service- 
able to  the  businea  or  yourself,  you  may  oomnand, 
sir,  yours,  &c.        *  Wuxiam  Dubun. 
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TO  ARCHBISHOP  KINO. 

London,  November  4, 1710. 
Mt  Lobd, — I  am  most  unhappily  engaged  this  night, 
where  1  cannot  write  to  your  grace  ao  long  a  letter  as  I 
intended ;  but  I  will  make  it  up  in  a  port  or  two.  I 
nave  only  now  to  tell  you  that  Hr.  Harley  kaa  giren 
me  leave  to  acquaint  my  lord-primate  and  yoni  grace 
that  the  queen  has  granted  the  first-fruits  and  twentietiii 
parts  to  the  clergy  f:^  Ireland.  It  was  done  above  a 
fortnight  ago ;  but  I  was  then  obliged  to  keep  it  a 
secret,  as  I  hinted  to  your  grace  in  my  lart  letter.  Ha 
has  now  given  me  leacve  to  let  yowr  grace  and  my  lord- 
primate  know  it;  only  desires  you  will  say  nothing  of 
it  until  a  letter  comes  to  you  firun  my  lord  Dartmouth, 
secretary  of  state.  All  I  know  yet  is,  that  the  bish^ 
are  to  be  made  a  corporation  fi^  the  disposal  of  the 
first-fruits,  and  that  the  twentieth  parts  are  to  be  re- 
mitted. I  will  write  to  your  grace  the  particulars  of 
my  negotiations,  and  some  other  amusements  very  soon. 
I  humbly  beg  your  grace  to  acquaint  my  lord-primate 
with  this.  I  had  your  grace's  letter  last  port ;  and  you 
will  now  see  that  your  letters  to  the  archbishops  here 
are  unnecessary.  I  was  a  little  in  pain  about  the  duke 
of  Ormond,  who,  I  feared,  might  interpose  in  this 
matter,  and  be  angry  it  was  done  without  him :  but 
Mr.  Harley  has  very  kindly  taken  this  matter  npon 
himself.  It  was  yesterday  I  dined  with  him,  and  he 
told  me  all  this ;  and  to-morrow  I  dine  with  him  again, 
where  I  may  hear  more.  I  shall  obey  your  grace's 
directions,  whether  my  stay  here  be  further  necessary 
after  yon  have  had  tiie  letter  from  theseaetary's  office. 
I  know  not  what  it  will  be ;  but  if  any  forms  remain 
to  finish,  I  shall  be  ready  to  assirt  in  it  as  I  have  hitherto 
done.  I  have  all  the  reason  in  the  world  to  be  satisfied 
with  Mr.  Harley's  conduct  in  this  whole  affair.  In 
three  days  he  spoke  of  it  to  the  qneen,  and  gave  her  my 
memorial,  and  so  continued  until  he  got  her  grant.  I 
am  now  in  much  company,  and  rteal  tiiis  time  to  write 
to  your  grace.  The  queen  was  resolved  to  have  the 
whole  merit  of  this  affair  to  herMlf.  Mr.  Harley  ad- 
vised her  to  it ;  and  next  to  her  majesty  he  is  the  only 
person  to  be  thanked.  I  suppose  it  will  not  be  many  days 
Wore  you  have  the  letta  from  my  lord  Dartmouth ; 
and  your  grace  will  afterward  signify  your  commands 
if  you  have  any  for  me.  I  shall  go  to  the  office  and  see 
that  a  despatch  be  made  as  soon  as  possible.  I  am, 
with  the  greatest  respect,  my  lord,  your  grace*s  mort 
dutiful  and  mort  obedient  humble  servant, 

Jonathan  Swift. 


FROM  ABCHBISHOP  KING. 

DnbHti.  November  16, 1710. 
Reverend  Sib, — ^I  have  before  me  yours  of  the  4th 
instant,  which  I  received  two  posts  ago.  It  was  very 
grateful  to  me,  and  I  hope  it  will  have  a  good  effect  as 
to  the  church  in  general,  and  be  of  use  to  you  in  par^ 
ticular,  which  I  heartily  wish.  My  locd-primate  is 
out  of  town,  and  I  have  not  seen  him  since  I  received 
yours,  nor  do  i  see  any  haste  to  communicate  it  to 
him ;  but  in  dne  time  there  will  be  no  need  to  make  a 
secret  of  it  I  durst  iiot  have  said  anything  of  it,  if 
you  had  not  given  me  the  caution,  lert  any  accident 
should  intervene,  to  which  all  matters  of  this  nature  are 
liable.  It  puts  a  man  out  of  countenance  to  raise 
expectations  if  he  should  not  be  able  to  satisfy  them. 
I  understand  that  her  majerty  designed  this  should  be 
her  own  act ;  but  the  good  instruments  that  have  been 
subservient  ought  not  to  be  forgot ;  and  with  God*s 
heln,  I  will  do  my  endeavour  that  they  shall  not  I 
shall  be  impatient  to  see  the  accomplishment  of  this 
charitable  work. 

We  are  here  in  as  great  a  ferment  about  choosing 
parliament-men,  on  a  supposition  that  this  parliament 
will  be  dissolved  as  soon  as  yours  in  England.     And 


it  is  remarkable,  that  such  as  design  to  betray  their 
country  are  more  diligent  to  make  votes  than  those  thai 
have  some  faint  intentions  to  serve  it  It  woald  prf- 
vent  a  great  deal  of  needless  charges  and  heals  if  ve 
certainly  knew  whether  we  should  have  a  new  pozlia- 
ment  or  not 

All  business  in  chancery,  and  in  truth  all  pohlic 
business,  is  at  a  stand,  by  the  indispositiou  of  my  lord- 
chancellor.  I  would  tell  you  that  I  am  engaged  inait 
unhappily  this  night  to  excuse  this  short  letter  j  bat 
the  plain  truth,  I  think,  will  do  as  well ;  which  is,  tbit 
I  have  no  more  to  say  but  my  prayers  for  you,  &c 

William  Dfelis. 


TO  ARCHBISHOP  KI>'G. 

London ,  November  tS,  ITIO. 
Mr  LottD,— I  had  your  grace's  letter*  not  until  this  daj ; 
whether  it  lay  in  the  -secretary  s  office,  or  was  kept  I17 
the  wind,  I  cannot  tell ;  but  I  would  have  expoied  it 
immediately  whenever  it  had  come.  Mr.  Soutbvell 
told  me  two  days  ago  of  the  letteib  your  grace  mca* 
tioos,  which  surprised  me  a  good  deal,  when  I  remetn- 
bered  I  had  writ  to  your  grace  three  weeks  a^  that 
the  queen  had  abaolutely  granted  tbe  fint-ftuiti  and 
twentieths,  and  that  Mr.  Harley  had  permitted  me  ta 
signify  the  same  to  tbe  primate  and  your  grace.  Perhapi 
that  letter  might  not  have  reached  your  grace  befoR 
that  resolution  of  sending  to  tbe  duke  of  OnDond; 
but,  however,  I  gave  you  such  au  account  of  my  in- 
ception from  Mr.  Harley,  and  his  readiness  to  undertake 
this  affair,  and  what  steps  he  had  already  made  b  it, 
as  I  thought  would  have  given  you  some  sight  in  vint 
way  the  business  was;  but  Mr.  Harley  charged  me  to 
tell  nobody  alive  what  the  queen  bad  resolved  on  till 
he  gave  me  leave ;  and  by  the  conclusion  of  a  fonMt 
letter,  your  grace  might  see  you  were  to  expect  aome 
further  intelligence  very  soon.  Your  grace  mayiv- 
member  tiut,  upon  your  telling  me  how  backward  rbf 
bishops  were  in  giving  me  a  power,  I  was  very  nu- 
willing  to  go  at  all,  and  sent  the  dean  of  St  Patricki 
[Dr.  Sterne]  to  tell  you  so ;  but  you  thought  1  coald 
not  handsomely  put  it  off  when  things  were  gone » 
far.  Your  objection  then  about  the  disadraoia^  I 
lay  under  in  point  of  party  I  knew  well  enougb  bor 
to  answer,  otherwise  notning  should  hove  prevailed  co 
me  to  come  hither ;  and  if  my  lords  the  bishops  douirt 
whether  I  have  any  credit  with  the  present  miuiitrj.  I 
will,  if  they  please,  undo  this  mattor  in  as  little  tiim 
as  I  have  done  it.  I  did  reckon  your  grace  unddstwd 
and  believed  ma  in  what  I  said;  and  I  reckon  so  still: 
but  I  will  not  be  at  the  pains  of  undeoeiviiig  so  o)<i>f • 
I  never  proposed  to  myself  either  credit  or  protit  by 
my  labour,  but  the  satisfaction  of  doing  good,  viihout 
valuing  whether  I  had  the  merit  of  it  or  not :  but  tV 
method  now  taken  was  the  likeliest  way  to  set  ail 
things  backward,  if  it  were  not  past  danger.  It  »ball 
be  my  business  (until  my  lords  me  bishops  forbid  ip( 
to  engage  further)  to  prevent  any  misundnstaudioa 
with  Mr.  Harley  by  this  sudden  rtep.  The  thing  »ai 
all  done  befoi«  the  duke  of  Ormond  was  nameii^ 
lord-lieutenant,  so  there  was  no  affront  at  all  to  blm; 
and  Mr.  Harley  told  me  more  than  once  that  aidi » 
interest  was  the  properest,  because  he  thought  tbe  qu«(t) 
herself  should  have  the  doing  of  it :  but  I  said  a  ^ 
deal  of  this  in  former  letters.  If  your  grace  has  a&y 
commands  for  me  of  your  own,  I  shall  obey  tbwn  wi'h 
all  cheerfulness,  being,  with  great  respect,  my  lord' 
your  grace's  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

JONATMAK  SwirT. 

■  That  whksh  is  dated  November  a.  ,    . . 

>>  A  ivVbtr  U>  Mr.  Southwell  from  the  bUhop*  of  Iidsxi.  veA 
an  addresK  to  the  dtike  of  Ormond,  rat{nesting  bim  tt>  mo(«  ^ 
queen  to  take  off  the  ttrst-fruib). 
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TO  ARCHBlflHOP  KING.  i 

Londoiu  NoTfl>mb«r  U,  1710.  ^ 
Mr  LoitD,— A  <Uy  or  two  after  1  received  your  grace  ■ 
letter  of  the  lecond  uistant  I  dined  with  Mr.  Southwell, 
who  ibowed  me  the  letter  of  the  bishops  to  the  duke 
of  Ormoud,  and  aoother  letter  from  the  bishop  of 
Klldaie  [Dr.  Welbore  Ellis]  to  Mr.  Southwell,  to 
ile»ir(>  him  to  {net  the  papers  from  me,  which  I  shall 
mui  him  as  soon  as  I  have  looked  them  out.    Mr. 
.Southwell  said  that,  a  month  ot  two  hence,  when  the 
duke  began  to  think  of  this  journey,  it  would  be  time 
enough  to  nlicit  this  affair.     Upon  this  I  told  him 
fmikJy  that  the  queen  had  already  granted  the  first- 
fruits,  and  that  I  had  writ  to  your  grace  by  Mr. 
Harlcy'i  directioni^  but  that  my  letter  did  not  reach 
you  until  yoart  was  sent  to  the  duke  aiul  him  ;  and 
that  therefore  I  thought  it  would  be  a  rery  odd  step  to 
begin  sgaio.    He  said  he  was  glad  it  was  done,  and 
tbat  he  did  not  design  to  take  any  of  the  credit  from 
me,  &c    I  told  him  sincerely,  it  was  what  I  did  not 
regard  at  all,  and,  provided  the  church  had  the  benefit, 
it  vai  iodiiURent  to  me  how  it  came  about^  and  so  we 
psrted.    I  had  told  the  duke  of  Ormond  at  first  that  I 
vould  apply  myself  to  Mr.  Harlev  if  his  grace  advised 
it,  vhichhe  did;  and  I  afterwara  told  Mr.  Southwell 
that  Mr.  Harley  had  been  yery  kind  in  promising  his 
good  offices :  farther  I  durst  not  speak,  being  under  an 
fi^ag«meDt  of  secrecy  to  Mr.  Harley ;  and  the  whole 
^iog  was  done  before  the  duke  was  declared  lord- 
lieutenant    If  your  grace  considers  the  time  you  sent 
me  the  paper,  you  wiu  judge  what  despatch  was  made ; 
In  two  days  alter  I  delivered  a  memorial  I  drew  up  to 
Mr.  Hsrley ;  and  in  less  than  a  fortnight  he  had  treated 
the  matter  four  times  with  the  queen,  and  then  told  me 
•he  had  granted  it  absolutely,  as  my  memorial  desired, 
but  ehaiged  me  to  tell  no  man  alive ;  and  your  grace 
mty  remember  that  one  of  my  letters  ended  with 
moething  as  if  I  were  limited  and  would  say  more  in 
A  ihf  rt  time.    In  about  a  week  after  I  had  leave  to 
iofonn  tihe  primate  and  your  grace,  as  I  did  in  my 
letter  of  the  4th  instant     It  is  to  be  considered  that 
the  queen  was  all  this  while  at  Hampton  Court  or 
Windwr,  so  that  I  think  the  despatch  was  very  great. 
Bat,  indeed,  I  expected  a  letter  would  have  been  sent 
fnim  the  wcretary  s  office  to  signify  thii  matter  in  due 
^rm;  and  so  it  will ;  but  Mr.  Harley  had  a  mind 
fint  to  bring  me  to  the  queen,  for  that  and  some  other 
lustten ;  and  she  came  to  town  not  a  week  ago,  and 
vu  oQt  of  order  one  day  when  it  was  designed  1  should 
>tt«>iid  her,  and  since,  tfie  parliament's  beginning  has 
taken  her  up;  but  in  a  few  days  Mr.  Harley  tells  me 
h^  will  introduce  me.    This  I  tell  your  grace  in  con- 
fidnicc,  only  to  satisfy  you  in  particular  why  the  queen 
bat  not  yet  sent  a  letter  in  form.     Upon  that  despatch 
^  Mr.  Southwell  1  was  perplexed  to  tiie  last  degree. 
1  did  not  value  the  slightuig  manner  of  the  bishop  of 
Kildares  letter,  barely  desiring  Mr.  Southwell  to  call 
vn  m«  for  the  papers,  without  anything  further,  as  if  I 
had  been  wholly  insignificant ;  but  I  was  at  a  loss 
bow  to  behare  myself  with  the  dvke  and  Mr.  Harley. 
i  m«l  the  latter  yesterday  in  the  court  of  requests,  and 
he  whicpered  me  to  dine  with  him.     At  dinner  I  told 
him  of  the  despatch  to  Mr.  Southwell,  and  rallied  him 
ftf  putting  me  under  difilculties  with  his  secrets;  that 
1  was  ranning  my  head  against  a  wall ;  that  he  reck- 
uwd  he  had  done  the  church  and  me  a  favour ;  that  I 
■hnnld  disobUge  the  duke  of  Ormond ;  and  that  the 
hi^upi  in  Ireland  thought  I  had  done  nothing,  and 
had  tberefoie  taken  away  my  commission.     He  told 
BM"  your  lordjsbip  had  taken  it  away  in  good  time,  for 
the  thing  was  done;   and  that,  as  for  the  duke  of 
(hmood,  I  need  not  be  uneasy ;  for  he  would  let  his 
rraoe  know  it  as  soon  as  he  saw  him,  which  would  be 
in  a  day  or  two,  at  the.  Treasury ;  and  then  promised 


•gain  to  eanry  me  to  the  queen  with  the  firrt  opportu- 
nity.   Your  gnoe  now  sees  how  the  affair  stands,  and 
whether  I  deserve  such  treatment  from  the  bishops ; 
from  everjr  part  whereof  I  wholly  exclude  your  grace, 
and  could  only  wish  my  first  letter,  about^  the  piugiew 
I  had  made,  IumI  found  so  much  credit  with  you  as  to 
have  delayed  that  despatch  until  you  heard  once  more 
from  me.    I  had  at  least  so  much  discretion  not  to 
pretend  I  had  done  more  than  I  really  did,  but  rather 
lesB ;  and  if  I  had  consulted  my  own  interest  I  should 
have  employed  my  credit  wi^  the  present  ministiy 
ano&er  way.    The  bishops  are  mistaken  in  me ;  it  is 
well  known  here  that  I  could  have  made  mw  markets 
with  the  last  ministry  if  I  had  pleased ;  and  the  present 
men  in  power  are  very  well  apprised  of  it,  as  your 
grace  may,  if  I  live  to  see  you  again ;  which  I  cer- 
tainly never  would  in  Ireland,  if  I  did  not  flatter 
myself  that  I  am  upon  a  better  foot  with  your  grace 
than  with  some  other  of  their  lordships.    Your  grace 
is  pleased  to  command  me  to  continue  my  solicitations ; 
but  as  now  there  will  be  no  need  of  them,  so  I  think 
my  commission  is  at  an  end  ever  since  I  had  notice  of 
that  despatch  to  Mr.  Southwell.  However,  in  obedience 
to  your  grace,  if  there  be  anything  to  be  done  about 
expediting  the  forms,  wherein  my  service  can  be  of 
use,  1  will  readily  perform  as  far  as  I  am  able :  but  I 
must  teU  your  grace  what  gires  me  &e  greatest  dis- 
pleasure, that  I  had  hopes  to  prevail  that  tiie  queen 
should  in  some  mon^  be  brought  to  remit  the  crown- 
rents,  which  I  named  in  my  memorial,  but  in  an 
article  by  itself;  and  which  Mr.  Harley  had  given  me 
some  hopes  of,  and  I  have  some  private  reasons  to  think 
might  have  been  brought  about     I  mentioned  it  in  the 
memorial  only  as  from  myself;  and  therefore,  if  I  have 
an  opportunity,  I  shall  venture  to  mention  it  to  the 
queen,  or  at  least  repeat  it  to  Mr.  Harley.    This  I  do 
as  a  prirate  man  whom  the  bishops  no  longer  own.     It 
is  certainly  right  to  pay  all  civilities  and  make  appli- 
cations to  a  lord-lieutenant ;  but,  without  some  otlier 
means,  a  business  may  hang  long  enough,  as  this  of  the 
first-fruits  did  for  four  yean  under  the  duke  of  Ormond's 
last  government,  although  no  man  loves  the  church  of 
Ireland  better  than  his  grace;  but  such  things  are 
forgot   and   neglected  between  the  governor  and  his 
secretaries,  unlea  solicited  by  somebody  who  has  the 
business  at  heart     But  I  have  done,  and  shall  trouble 
your  grace  no  further  u^ion  this  afiair ;  and  on  odier 
occasions,  while  I  am  here,  will  endeavour  to  entertain 
you  with  what  is  likely  to  pass  in  this  busy  scene, 
where  all  things  are  taking  a  new  and,  I  think,  a  good 
turn ;  and  where,  if  you  please,  I  will  write  to  you 
with  that  freedom  I  formerly  did;  and  I  beg  your 
grace  to  employ  me  in  any  commands  you  may  have 
here,  which  I  shall  be  prouder  to  obey  than  to  have 
ever  so  much  merit  with  some  others;  being,  with 
perfect  respect,  my  lord,  your  grace's  most  dutiful  and 
most  obedient  humble  servant,         Jonathan  Swift. 
Your  grace  will  please  to  direct  for  me  at  St.  James's 
coffeehouse,  St  JamesVstreet 

Two  hundred  members  supped  last  night  at  the 
Foimtain  tavern,  where  they  went  to  determine  about 
a  chairman  for  elections.  Mcdlicol  and  Manley  were 
tfie  two  candidates ;  but  the  company  could  not  agree, 
and  parted  in  an  ill  humour.  It  is  a  matter  of  some 
moment,  and  I  hope  it  will  be  amicably  made  up ;  but 
tlie  great  rock  we  are  afraid  of  is  a  dissension  among 
the  majority,  because  the  weakest  part,  when  they 
grow  discontented,  know  where  to  retire  and  be  re- 
ceived 


FROM  ARCHBISHOP  KING. 

DobUn,  Nov«mlier  se.  1110. 
Rbvsrcnd  Sib, — I  received  yours  of  the  U3H1  by  last 
packet.    I  was  aware  of  what  you  observed  when  the 
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letfer  to  his  grace  was  signed;  but  it  Iras  before  I  re- 
ceived yours  of  the  Ith  instant,  wherein  you  tell  me 
that  the  business  was  in  effect  done ;  nor  could  I  haTS 
any  certain  prospect  that  it  would  be  done  from  any 
intimation  that  I  had  before  from  you.  You  must 
know  that  this  was  not  the  only  thing  displeased  me  in 
the  letter ;  it  was  drawn  and  signed  by  some  before  I 
saw  it  I  looked  on  it  as  a  snare  laid  in  my  way ;  nor 
roust  you  wonder  tliat  some  are  better  at  making  their 
court  than  serving  the  church,  and  can  flatter  much 
better  than  rote  on  the  right  side.  Those  that  had  ren- 
dered themselves  justly  obnoxious  by  deserting  his 
grace*8*  friends  and  interest  in  notorious  instances 
think  they  have  salved  all  by  this  early  application, 
and  perhaps  it  may  prove  eo. 

But  if  the  matter  be  done,  assure  yourself  it  will 
be  known  by  whom,  and  what  means,  it  was  effected. 

In  the  mean  time,  God  forbid  you  should  think  of 
slacking  your  endeavours  to  bring  it  to  perfection.  I 
am  yet  under  an  obligation  not  to  say  anything  of  the 
matter  from  your  letter ;  and  while  so,  it  would  be 
hard  for  me  to  refuse  to  sign  such  a  letter  as  that  you 
mention,  or  find  a  pretence  for  so  doing ;  but  when  the 
business  is  done,  the  means  and  methods  will  likewise 
be  known,  and  everybody  have  their  due  that  contri- 
buted to  it. 

I  shall  reckon  nothing  done  till  the  queen*s  letter 
comes  here.  You  may  remember  how  we  were  borne 
in  hand  in  my  lord  Pembroke's  time,  that  the  aueen 
liad  passed  the  grant ;  which,  after  a  whole  year  s  ex- 
pectation and  solicitation,  proved  only  a  mouthful  of 
moonshine.  But,  if  it  succeeds  better  now,  we  must 
owe  it,  next  to  the  queen's  goodness  and  bounty,  to 
the  great  caxe  of  the  great  man  to  whom  you  have 
applied,  and  to  your  management  It  is  seven  or 
eignt  years  since  we  first  attempted  this  affair,  and  it 
paised  through  several  hands;  yet  no  progress  was 
made  in  it,  which  was  certainly  due  to  the  ill  methods 
taken  to  put  it  forward;  whidi,  in  truth,  instead  of 
promotiiig,  obstructed  it.  At  the  very  first  motion 
it  was  promised,  and  in  a  fair  way ;  but  the  bishops 
here,  out  of  their  abundant  deference  to  the  govern- 
ment, made  the  same  wrong  step  they  would  have  done 
now;  and  we  could  never  make  the  least  progress 
«  since  till  now  ^  and  I  pray  God  we  have  not  put  it 
back  again. 

You  must  not  imagine  that  it  is  out  of  any  dis- 
affection to  you,  or  any  distrust  of  your  ability  or 
diligence,  that  the  bishops  here  were  so  cold  in  their 
emploving  you;  but  they  reckon  on  party;  and  though 
several  knew  what  you  were,  yet  they  imagined,  and 
some  vouched,  that  you  were  looked  on  at  court  as 
engaged  on  the  other  side ;  and  you  cannot  do  yourself 
a  greater  service  than  to  bring  this  to  a  good  Issue,  to 
their  shame  and  conviction.  I  hourtily  recommend 
you  and  your  business  to  God*s  care.     I  am,  &o. 

William  Dubun. 


FROM  ARCHBISHOP  KINO. 

Dublin,  December  16,  ITIA. 
Sir, — This  is  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yours  of  the 
28th  ult.,  which  came  not  to  my  hands  till  Thursday 
last  by  reason  of  winds  that  kept  the  packets  on  the 
other  side. 

I  find  die  matter  of  our  first-fruits,  &c.,  is  talked  of 
now.  I  reckon  on  nothing  certain  till  her  majeBty*s 
letter  comes  in  form ;  and  qussre,  why  should  you  not 
come  and  bring  it  with  you  f  It  would  make  you  a 
▼ery  welcome  clergyman  to  Ireland,  and  be  the  best 
means  to  satisfy  mankind  how  it  was  obtained,  although 
I  think  it  will  be  out  of  dispute.  I  am  very  well  ap- 
prised of  the  desp^h  you  gave  to  this  affair,  and  well 
pleased  that  I  judged  better  of  the  peison  fit  to  be 
■  The  doke  of  Onnond,  viceroy  of  Ireland. 


employed  than  some  of  my  brethren.  Bat  now  it  Ii 
done,  as  I  hope  it  is  effectually,  they  will  ssnme 
as  much  as  their  neighbours ;  wliich  I  shall  never  con- 
tradict 

Things  are  taking  a  new  turn  here  as  well  ai  vitJi 
you ;  and  I  am  of  opinion,  by  tiie  time  yva.  come  berr, 
few  will  profess  themselves  Whigs.  The  greatest  dan- 
ger I  apprehend,  and  which  terrifies  me  mote  thm 
perhaps  you  will  be  i^le  to  imagine,  is  the  fury  and 
indiscretion  of  some  or  our  own  people ;  who  never  had 
any  merit,  but,  by  embroiling  things,  they  did  sod  I 
am  afraid  will  yet  do  mischief.  You  will  lOon  bear  of 
a  great  conspiracy  discovered  in  the  county  of  West 
meath.  I  was  used  to  so  many  discoveries  of  plots  m 
the  latter  end  of  king  Charles  s  time  and  the  begmni^ 
of  king  James's  that  I  am  not  surprised  at  this  dii- 
covery.  I  must  not  say  anything  of  it  till  all  the  vit- 
nesses  be  examined :  so  many  as  have  deposed  are  net 
decisive.  The  design  of  it  is  to  show  all  the  geademen 
of  Ireland  to  be  a  pack  of  desperate  Whigs,  ready  to 
rise  up  in  arms  against  her  majesty  for  fiie  old  m^ 
nistry,  associating  to  that  purpose.  Whether  it  be  fiir 
tlie  interest  of  Ireland  to  nave  this  believed,  you  may 
judge ;  and  sure  there  must  be  good  evidence  to  nuke 
any  reasonable  man  believe  it  Mr.  Hinini  bn 
drawn  np  the  narrative,  and  sent  it  to  Enguuid,  and 
will  pawn  all  he  is  worth  to  make  it  good.  I  bcvtily 
recommend  you  to  God's  favour ;  and  am,  ftc 

William  Dvbld(. 

TO  ARCHBISHOP  KINO. 

London,  December  30,  ITIO. 
My  Lord, — I  have  just  received  your  grace's  letter  (^ 
the  16th ;  and  I  was  going,  however,  to  write  again  to 
your  grace,  not  upon  business,  but  to  amuse  you  vidi 
something  from  hence,  which  no  man  wanti  moie  tban 
your  grace,  considering  the  variety  of  other  peopl«» 
affairs  you  have  always  on  your  huids,  as  well  ai  tbe 
church's  and  your  own,  which  are  tbe  same  thing- 
The  duke  of  Ormond  told  me  the  other  day  that  tbe 
primate  declined  very  fast,  and  was  hardly  able  to 
sign  a  paper.  I  said,  I  wondered  they  would  put  bim 
in  the  government,  when  every  one  knew  he  was  a 
dying  man  this  twdvemonth  past.  I  hope,  for  tbe 
churdi^s  good,  that  your  grace's  friends  wdl  do  dw 
duty,  in  representing  you  as  the  person  the  kingdin 
wishes  to  succeed  him.  I  know  not  how  your  daff*r 
tions  stand  that  way.  I  know  ray  lord-presideiit  bn 
great  credit  at  present ;  and  I  have  understood  bim  to 
be  a  friend  to  your  grace.  I  can  only  say  I  have  do 
regard  to  your  interest  in  thia^  but  tiiat  of  the  eburcb; 
and  therefore  shoidd  be  very  glad  to  drop  in  a  void 
where  it  lies  in  my  way,  if  I  thought  it  would  not  be 
disagreeable  to  you.  I  dread  their  sending  a  petftv 
from  hence,  which  I  shall  venture  to  prevent  witb  ill 
the  little  credit  I  have,  and  [should  be  glad  to  lee  a 
primate  of  our  own  kingdom  and  university ;  and  (bat 
is  all  I  shall  venture  to  say  on  this  subject 

Marshal  Staremberg  »  has  certainly  got  to  Sangnssa 
with  7000  men,  and  the  duke  of  Vendosmei*  haa  ^ 
him  his  equipage.  Mr.  Stanhope  was  positive  to  put 
forces  with  Staremberg,  which  occasicmed  this  loa; 
and  when  the  battle  was,  they  were  several  mde* 
asunder."  The  duke  of  Marlborough  was  yesterdaj  an 
hour  with  the  queen;  it  was  sent  ham  at  twelve ixkhu 
when  it  was  likely  his  visit  should  be  shortest.  Mr- 
St  John  was  with  her  just  before,  and  Mr.  Harley  ji^t 
after.  The  duke's  behaviour  was  with  the  most  at^ 
aubmission  :  *'  that  he  waa  the  meanest  of  her  majestM 
instruments ;  her  humble  creature ;  a  poor  wono,"  &f- 
This  I  had  from  a  lord  to  whom  the  queen  told  it;  <* 

*  Graeral  snd  commander  of  the  ImperUl  ftMcos  of  9psia- 

k  Commander  of  the  Fren^^ 

«  This  ttkn  to  the  batUe  of  VIU%  Vicioea. 
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the  mtnisteit  nerer  tell  anyttiing ;  and  it  ia  only  by 
picking  out  aiMl  comparing  that  one  can  ever  be  the 
wiier  for  them.    I  took  leave  yesterday  of  lord  Peter- 
borough, who  is  going  in  a  day  or  two  to  Vienna:  I 
aid  I  wished  he  were  going  to  Snatn ;  he  told  me^ 
**  be  hoped  his  present  journey  would  be  to  mors  pur< 
poie  r  and  by  what  I  can  gather,  they  will  use  all 
DMM  to  make  as  speedy  a  peace  as  possible,  with 
nTety  and  honour.    Lord  Rivers  tells  me  he  will  not 
Kt  out  for  Hanover  thb  month.     I  asked  him  about 
bis  Iftte  reception  there,  because  the  town  was  full  of 
iforief  about  it ;  he  assured  me  he  could  not  desire  a 
better ;  and  if  it  were  otherwise,  I  believe  he  would 
bardly  be  pitched  upon  to  be  sent  again.     The  young 
people  in  parliament  are  very  eager  to  have  some  in- 
quiries made  into  past  managements,  imd  are  a  little 
aii^ry  with  the  slackness  of  ue  ministry  upon  that  ar- 
ticle; they  say  they  have  told  those  who  sent  them 
tlat  the  queens  calling  a  new  parliament  was  to  cor* 
rect  ind  look  into  former  abuses ;  and  if  something  of 
the  Utter  be  not  done,  they  know  not  how  to  answer  it. 
I  am  not  altogether  satisfied  how  the  ministry  is  dis- 
poieil  in  this  point.     Your  grace  has  heard  there  was 
much  talk  lately  of  sir  Richard  Levints*s*  design  to 
impeach  lord  Wharton ;  and  several  persons  of  great 
QKitidetation  in  the  house  assured  me  they  would  give 
bim  all  aicouragement ;  and  I  have  reason  to  know  it 
vould  be  acceptable  to  the  court :  but  sir  Richard  is 
tbe  most  timorous  man  alive,  and  they  all  begin  to  look 
upon  him  in  that  character,  and  to  hope  noUiing  from 
bim  ;^  however,  they  talk  of  some  other  inquiries  when 
the  parliament  meets  after  this  recess ;  and  it  is  often 
mentioned  in  people*s  mouths  that  February  will  be  a 
vam  mouth;  but  this  I  can  af&rm  nothing  of,  and  I 
hope  your  grace  will  distinguish  between  what  I  affirm 
afid  what  I  report :  as  to  the  first,  you  may  securely 
cdtint  upon  it ;  the  other  you  will  please  to  take  as  it 
ismt. 

Since  the  letter  from  the  bishops  to  the  duke  of 
Oirnoad,  I  have  been  a  much  cooler  solicitor ;  for  I 
look  upon  myself  no  longer  a  deputed  person.     Your 
gnct  may  be  fully  satisfied  that  the  thing  is  granted, 
berauie  I  had  orders  to  report  it  to  you  from  tbe  prime- 
ininliter;  the  rest  ia  form,  and  may  be  done  at  any 
time ;  as  for  bringing  tlie  letter  over  myself,  I  must 
a^n  profess  to  your  grace  that  I  do  not  regard  the 
tn^utation  of  it  at  all ;  perhaps  I  might  if  I  were  in 
Ireland ;  but,  when  I  am  on  this  side,  a  certain  pride 
«eixei  roe,  from  verr  diflTcrent   usage    I  meet  with, 
which  m^es  me  look  on  thii^  in  another  light :  but, 
hetidcs,  I  beg  to  tell  your  grace  in  confidence,  that  the 
ministry  have  desired  me  to  continue  here  some  time 
longer,  for  certain  reasons  that  I  may  some  time  have 
the  honour  to  tell  you.     As  for  everybody's  knowing 
vhat  is  done  in  the  first-fruits,  it  was  I  that  told  it ; 
for,  after  I  saw  the  bishop's  letter,  I  let  every  one  know 
it  in  perfect  spite,  and  told  Mr.  Harley  and  Mr.  secre- 
tary St.  John  so.     However,  in  humble  deference  to 
TOOT  grace's  opinion,  and  not  to  appear  sullen,  I  did 
yeiierday  complain    to  Mr.  secretary  St.  John    that 
Mr.  Harley  had  not  yet  got  the  letter  from  the  queen 
to  confirm  the  grant  of  tl^  first-ftiiits ;  that  1  had  lost 
repotat'tou  by  it;  and  that  I  took  it  very  ill  of  them 
both ;  and  that  their  excuses  of  parliament  business, 
•nd  grief  for  the  lo«  in  S])ain,  were  what  I  would  bear 
DO  longer.     He  took  all  I  had  said  very  well,  and 
dedred  I  would  call  to  him  to-morrow  morning,  and 
he  would  engage,  if  Mr.  Harley  had  not  done  it,  he 
himself  would  in  a  day  or  two.     As  soon  as  there  is 
uiy  issue  of  this  I  shall  inform  your  grace ;  and  I 
kave  reason  to  think  it  is  a  trifle  they  will  not  reftise 
me. 

«  Speaker  of  Uio  bottia  ofoommons,  and  lord  chief-josliee  of 
Ibe  ga««a*a  Bcfieh. 
^  The  pnnmaed  kapcaebawat  fell  to  tho  ground. 


I  think  I  had  from  other  hands  some  aceounti  of  that 
rediculous  plot  your  grace  mentions,  Viit  it  is  not  yet 
talked  of  here,  neither  have  any  of  the  ministry  men- 
tioned a  word  of  it  to  me,  although  they  are  well  ap- 
prised of  some  aflairs  in  Ireland  ;  for  I  had  two  papers 
given  me  by  a  ^reat  man,  one  about  the  sentence  of 
ue  defacers  of  the  statue,  and  the  other  about  a  trial 
before  the  lord  chief-justice  Broderick,  for  some  words 
in  the  north  spoken  by  a  clergyman  against  the  queen. 
I  suppose  your  grace  reckons  upon  a  new  parliament  in 
Ireland,  with  some  alterations  in  the  council,  the  law, 
and  the  revenue.  Your  grace  is  the  most  exact  corre- 
spondent I  ever  had,  and  tlie  dean  of  St.  Patrick's  di- 
rectly contrary,  which  I  hope  you  will  remember  to 
say  to  him  upon  the  occasion.  I  am,  with  the  greatest 
repect,  my  lord,  your  grace's  most  dutiful  and  most 
humble  servant,  Jonathan  Swift. 

I  have  read  over  this  letter,  and  find  several  things  re- 
lating to  affairs  here  that  are  said  in  perfect  confi- 
dence to  your  grace :  if  they  are  told  agiun.  I  only 
desire  it  may  iu>t  be  known  from  what  hand  they 
came. 


TO  ARCHBISHOP  KINO. 

January.  4. 1711. 
My  Lohd^ — Having  writ  to  your  grace  so  lately,  I  only 
now  make  bold  to  let  you  know  that  on  Tuesday  I 
waa  to  wait  on  Mr.  secretary  St.  John,  who  told  me 
from  Mr.  Harley  that  I  need  not  to  be  in  pain  about 
the  first-firuits,  for  the  warrant  was  drawn  in  order  to- 
ward a  patent ;  but  must  pass  two  several  forms,  and 
take  up  some  time,  for  the  queen  designs  to  make  a 
grant  by  her  letters-patent  I  shall  take  all  due  me- 
tiioda  to  hasten  it  as  &r  as  I  am  able  :  but  in  these 
cases  they  an  generally  pretty  tedious.  Mr.  Harley 
likewise  sent  me  the  same  day,  by  another  person,  the 
same  message.  I  dined  with  him  about  four  days  ago ; 
but  there  being  much  company,  and  he  going  away  in 
haste  pretty  soon  after  dinner,  he  had  not  time  to 
tell  me  so  himself.  Indeed  he  baa  been  so  ready  to  do 
everything  in  this  matter  as  I  would  have  him.  that  he 
never  needed  pressing;  which,  considering  both  the 
weight  and  difficulty  of  affairs  at  present  on  his 
shoulders,  is  very  extraordinary,  and  what  I  never  met 
ftimi  a  great  minister  before.  I  had  thought,  and  so 
Mr.  Harley  told  me,  that  the  queen  would  have  sent  a 
letter  to  the  bishops ;  but  diis  is  a  shorter  way,  and  I 
hope  your  grace  will  like  it.  I  am,  with  tbe  greatest 
respect,  my  lord,  your  grace's  most  dutiftd  and  most 
humble  servant,  Jonathan  Swift. 

I  am  told  from  a  good  hand  that  in  a  short  time  the 
house  of  commons  will  fall  upon  some  inquiries  into 
tbe  late  management 

I  took  leave  yesterday  of  lord  Peterborough,  who,  I 
suppose,  is  this  day  set  out  on  his  iourncy  to  Vieima ; 
he  is  a  little  discouraged,  and  told  me  he  did  not 
hope  for  anv  great  success  in  what  he  went  upon.  He 
is  one  of  those  many  who  are  mightily  bent  upon 
having  some  such  inquiries  made  as  I  have  mentiooe«l. 


FROM  MR.  SECRETARY  ST.  JOHN. 

Sunday,  part  twelve,  January  7, 1711. 
TiiBRB  are  few  things  I  wotdd  be  mote  industrious  to 
bring  about  than  opportunities  of  seeing  you.  Since 
you  were  here  in  toe  morning  I  have  found  means  of 
putUng  off  the  engagement  I  was  under  for  to-morrow ; 
so  that  I  expect  you  to  dine  with  me  at  three  o'clock. 
I  send  you  this  early  notice  to  prevent  you  from  any 
other  appointment  I  am  ever,  reverend  sir,  your 
obedient  Dumble  servant,  H.  St.  John. 
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TO  MR.  SBCBETARY  ST.  JOHN. 

January  7,  1711. 
Sir, — Though  I  should  not.  yalue  such  usage  from  a 
secretary  of  state  and  a  great  minister,  yet,  when  I 
consider  the  person  it  comes  from,  I  can  endure  it  no 
longer.  I  would  have  you  know,  sir,  that  if  the  queen 
ga?e  you  a  dukedom  and  the  garter  to-morrow,  with 
the  treasury  staff  at  the  end  of  them,  I  would  regard 
you  no  more  than  if  you  were  not  worth  a  groat.  I 
coidd  almost  resolve,  in  spite,  not  to  find  fault  with 
my  victuals  or  be  quarrelsome  to-morrow  at  your  table ; 
but  if  I  do  not  take  the  first  opportunity  to  let  all  the 
world  know  lome  qualities  in  you  that  you  take  most 
care  to  hide,  may  my  right  hand  forget  its  cunning. 
After  which  threatening,  believe  me  if  you  please  to  be 
with  the  greatest  respect,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  most 
obliged,  and  most  humble  servant,     Jonathan  Swift. 

PROM  ARCHBISHOP  KING. 
_  ^  Doblln,  Janoary »,  1711. 

Kbterend  Sib, — ^I  received  yours  of  Dec  30th  by  the 
last  packets ;  it  found  me  in  the  extremity  of  the  gout, 
which  is  the  more  cruel  because  I  have  not  had  a  fit 
of  it  for  two  years  and  a  half.  I  strain  myself 
to  give  you  an  answer  to-night,  apprehending  that, 
as  both  my  feet  and  knees  are  already  aflected,  my 
hands  may  perhaps  be  so  by  the  next  poet;  and  then, 
perhaps,  I  may  not  be  able  to  answer  you  in  a  month, 
which  might  lose  me  some  part  of  the  praise  you  give 
me  as  a  good  correspondent. 

As  to  my  lord-primate,  he  is  much  better  since  he 
was  put  into  the  govemmenl^  and  I  reckon  his  life 
may  be  longer  than  mine;  but  with  GodV  help,  here- 
after I  will  say  more  on  this  subject. 

As  to  what  is  reported  of  Mr.  Sfcanhopea  obstinacy, 
I  demur,  till  satined  how  &r  the  kindness  to  him,  as 
a  manager,  influences  the  report* 

We  have  received  an  answer  from  hie  grace  the 
duke  of  Ormond  to  our  letter.  It  is  in  a  very  authentie 
and  solemn  form,  "  that  his  grace  will  take  a  proper 
time  to  lay  our  request  before  her  majesty,  and  know 
her  pleasure  on  it"  By  which  I  conclude  two  tfainga : 
first,  that  his  grace  is  not  informed  of  any  giant  her 
majesty  has  made;  for  if  he  had  he  would  have 
applied  immediately  and  sent  it;  and  then  it  would 
have  passed  for  his,  and  he  would  have  had  the  merit 
of  it.  Secondly,  that  his  grace  is  in  no  haate  about  it. 
And  therefore  let  me  beseech  you  to  solicit  and  press 
it,  and  get  the  letter  dated,  as  when  fint  it  was  pro- 
mised :  but  I  confess  I  have  still  some  scruple  in  my 
mind  about  it 

I  acknowledge  you  have  not  been  treated  with  due 
regard  in  Ireland,  for  which  theie  is  a  plain  reason, 
pragravai  artet  infra  m  potiteu,  &c.  I  am  glad  you 
meet  with  more  due  returns  where  you  are :  and  as 
this  is  the  time  to  make  some  use  of  your  interest  for 
yourself,  do  not  forget  it. 

VVe  have  published  here  a  character  of  the  earl  of 
Wharton,m  late  lord-lieutenant  of  Ireland.  I  liave  so 
much  charity  and  justice  as  to  condemn  all  such  pro- 
ceedings. If  a  governor  behave  himself  ill,  let  him  be 
complained  of  and  punished;  but  to  wound  any  man 
thus  in  the  dark  *  *  •  •  •  « 
*  ♦  When  this  is  over  they  may  do  what  they 
please ;  and  sure  it  will  please  them  to  see  the  crow 
■tripped  of  her  rappareed  feathen.**  We  begin  to  be  in 
paui  for  the  duke  of  Marlborough. 

I  bear  an  answer  is  printing  to  the  earl  of  Wharton's 
character.    Pray,  was  there  ever  such  licentiousness  of 
the  pren  as  at  this  timet    Will  the  parliament  not 
thmk  of  curbing  Hi    I  heartUy  recommend  you,  &c 
^.  William  Dublin. 

•  Thw  woa  Swift'i  own  writing. 

m^ Jnt^i* r*  w-l?  revocation  of  the  grants  of  forfeited  lands 
made  by  king  Willmm  to  lady  Orkney. 


PROM  ARCHffiSHOP  KING. 

Jaaoaxy  18, 171M1. 
My  gout  gives  me  leave  yet  to  answer  yooxt  of  the  4th 
instant,  which  was  very  acceptable  to  me;  becsuKl 
find  by  it  some  further  steps  are  made  in  our  hannM. 
I  believe  it  will  take  up  some  time  and  tfaoughti  to 
frame  a  warrant,  and  much  more  a  patent  for  sodi  an 
affair.^  Except  your  lawyers  thtte  he  of  another 
humour  than  ours  here  they  will  not  write  a  line  vitlh 
out  their  fees;  and  therefore  I  should  think  it  neoo- 
nry  some  fund  should  be  thought  of  to  fee  than.  If 
yon  think  this  motion  pertinent,  I  can  ^ink  of  do  other 
way  at  present  to  answer  it  than,  if  you  think  it  neca- 
sary,  to  allow  you  to  draw  upon  me,  and  a  bill  to  thii 
purpose,  less  than  100/.,  shall  be  punetually  ansverai 
I  write  thus,  because  I  have  no  notion  how  sudt  t 
thing  shotdd  pass  the  offices  without  some  money;  ml 
I  have  an  entire  confidence  in  you,  that  you  will  Uj 
out  no  more  than  what  is  necessary. 

I  think  your  ministers  perfectly  right  to  avoid  sll 
inquiry  and  everythmg  th4t  would  embroil  theo 
To  appeal  to  tiie  mob,  that  can  neither  inquire  nor 
judge,  is  a  proceeding  that  I  think  the  common  tern 
of  mankind  should  condemn.  Pterhapa  he  may  dfiem 
this  usage :  but  a  good  man  may  fall  under  the  same. 
We  expect  a  new  parliament,  and  many  dui^; 
but  I  believe  some  we  hear  of  will  not  be. 

^  Your  observation  of  the  two  sentences  ^  is  just.  Voa 
will  pardon  tiiis  disjointed  letter.  I  bdicre  m 
respects  are  better  than  the  expressions  here.    I  am,  4c. 

WXLCIirM  DUBUK. 


TO  THE  RARL  OF  PCTERBOROUOH. 

--     -  ,  February    .    .    ,i:n. 

Jttr  liORD, — I  envy  none  of  the  qtieen*s  subject*  » 
much  as  those  who  are  abroad ;  and  I  desire  to  Inot 
whether,  as  great  a  soul  as  your  lordship  has,  you  did 
not  observe  your  mind  to  open  and  oilarge  after  you 
were  some  leagues  at  sea,  and  had  left  oif  bnathics 
party  air.  I  am  apt  to  think  this  schism  in  politics 
has  cloven  our  understandings,  and  left  us  but  just 
half  the  good  sense  that  biased  m  our  aetiom ;  and  vt 
see  the  effect  it  has  had  upon  our  wit  and  leaning, 
which  are  crumbled  into  pamphlets  and  penDV  pajw. 
The  October  Club,  which  was  in  its  ni(&meDt«  when 
your  lordship  left  us,  is  now  growing  up  to  be  a  party 
by  itself,  and  begins  to  rail  at  the  ministry  as  much  u 
the  Whigs  do,  but  from  topics  directly  contrary.  I 
axn  sometimes  talked  uito  frights,  and  told  that  all  ii 
ruined ;  but  am  immediately  cured  when  I  see  any  of 
the  ministry ;  not  from  the  satisfiiction  they  p?tf» 
in  any  one  pointy  but  because  I  see  them  so  perfectly 
easy,  and  I  believe  they  could  not  be  so  if  tbey  had 
any  fear  at  heart.  My  comfort  is,  th^  are  penow  rf 
great  abilities,  and  they  are  engaged  in  a  good  eaae 
And  what  is  one  very  good  circumstance,  as  I  txM 
three «  of  them  the  other  day,  they  seem  heartily  tu 
love  one  another,  in  spite  of  the  scandal  of  incoo- 
stancy  which  court  friendships  lie  under.  And  I  on 
affirm  to  your  lordship  they  heartily  love  yon  tuo; 
which  I  take  to  be  a  great  deal  more  than  when  ihcy 
assure  yon  so  themselves:  for  even  statttmeo  viU 
sometimes  discover  their  passions^  especially  their  good 
ones. 

Here  is  a  pamphlet  come  out,  called,  "  A  Letter  to 
Jacob  Banks,'*  showing  that  the  liberty  of  Swed«i »« 
destroyed  by  the  principle  of  passive  obedicuce.  I 
know  not  whether  his  quotation  be  fair,  but  tlie  piff* 
is  shrewdly  written ;  and  in  my  opinion  not  to  !« 

•  The  patent  was  completed  February  7. 

k  Upoa  th«  dtflhaers  of  kliw  WilUaaS  atefue.  and  a  dngf 
man  who  had  ipoken  against  Uio  quasB. 

•  Harley«  St.  Johu,  aad  Hamooit. 
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aticwcred,  otfaenrite  than  by  difclaiming  that  sort  of 
fAHiTe  obedience  which  the  Toriet  are  cha];gcd  with. 
Tbb  dispute  would  won  be  ended  if  the  dunces  who 
write  on  each  side  would  pUinly  tell  us  what  the 
oMect  of  dixs  paauve  obedience  is  in  our  country ;  for, 
I  daie  swear,  nine  in  ten  of  the  Whigs  will  allow  it  to 
be  the  legislature,  and  as  man^r  of  the  Tories  deny  it 
to  the  prince  alone ;  and  I  hardly  erer  saw  a  Whig 
sml  a  Tory  togedier  whom  I  could  not  immediately 
itcoQcile  OD  that  article  when  I  made  them  explain 
tbemselvcL 

My  lord,  the  queen  knew  what  she  did  when  she 
seat  your  lordship  to  spur  up  a  dull  northern  court : 
yet  I  cuofess  I  had  rattier  have  seen  that  activity  of 
miud  and  body  employed  in  conquering  another  king- 
donky  or  the  same  over  again.    I  am  my  lord,  &c. 

Jonathan  Swipt. 


FROM  MR.  NELSON.* 

Ad&  WednewUy,  Febraar^  22,  1711. 
RaTCBSifn  Sis, —  I  beg  leave  to  put  you  in  mind  of 
the  iuseription  which  you  are  to  prepare  for  the  earl  of 
Berkeley's  monument  My  lady-dowager  has  deter- 
Diincd  to  have  it  in  Latin,  so  that  I  hope  you  want  no 
further  directions  towards  the  finishing  of  it.  The 
workman  calls  upon  me  for  it,  which  is  &e  reason  of 
thi«  trouble  given  by|  reverend  sir,  your  most  humble 
servant,  Robert  Nelson. 

[On  the  back  of  this  letter  is  the  following  first  draft 
iif  the  intended  Inscription,  in  the  handwriting  of 
Dr.  Swill.] 

H«  S.  &• 
"Carolus  Comes  de  Berkeley,  Vicecomes  de 
Durslpy,  Raro  Berkeley  de  castro  de  Berkeley,  Domi- 
nn*  Moubray,  Segrave,  et  Bruce;  dominus  locum- 
teu<Yia  comitat6s  Glocestria);  civitatis  Glocestris 
niagiius  seneschallus :  guardianus  de  foresti  de  Dean ; 
ru4toe  rutulorura  comitatils  de  Surrey;  et  Regius 
Auus  i  secretioribus  consiliis.  Ob  fidem  spectatam, 
JinKuarum  peritiam,  et  prudentiam,  &  Rege  Gulielmo 
III.  ablegatus  et  plenipotentiarius  ad  ordiues  fcsderatl 
n<4^!i,  per  quinque  aunos  arduis  reipublics  negotiis 
fofliriter  invigilavit.  Ob  quae  merita  ab  eodem  rege 
('viveiite  adhuc  patre)  in  magnatum  numerum  adscript 
Yii«,  ei  cuDsiliarius  1  secretis  factus :  et  ad  Hibemiam 
Kcufidus  inter  tres  summos  justiciaros  missus.  De- 
ri ique  legwtus  ejitraordiiiaiius  desiguatus  ad  Turcorum 
iuipfrium:  et  postea,  r^iiante  Anu&,  ad  Cssarem 
•-ablegatus :  quae  munia,  ingravescente  valetudine  et 
M.-'.ectute,  obire  nequiit  Natus  Londini,  1649.  Obiit 
1710,  et.  62.'' 

TO  ARCHBISHOP  KINO. 

Londao,  March  8, 1711. 
M V  LoBD, — I  write  to  your  grace  under  the  greatest 
(liftarljonoe  of  mind  for  the  public  and  myself.  A 
c<*nt1etnan  came  in  where  I  dined  this  afternoon,  and 
tild  US  Mr.  Harley  was  stabbed,  and  some  confused 
t«rtica1ai«.  I  immediately  ran  to  secretary  St.  John's 
hvd  by,  but  nobody  was  at  home;  I  met  Mrs.  St. 
Juho  in  her  chair,  who  could  not  satisfv  me,  but  was 
in  pain  about  the  secretary,  who,  as  she  had  heard,  had 
killed  the  murderer.  I  went  straight  to  Mr.  Harley *s, 
where  abundance  of  people  were  to  inquire.  I  got 
y.Rmg  Mr.  Harley  to  me:  he  said  his  fiUher  was 
aslcepw  and  they  hoped  in  no  danger,  and  then  told  me 
the  &et,  as  I  shall  relate  it  to  your  grace.*  This  day 
the  marquis  de  Guiscard  was  taken  up  for  high- 
treason,  by  a  warrant  of  Mr.  St.  John,  and  examined 
beftire  a  committee  of  council  in  Mr.  St  John*8  office ; 
where  were  present  the  dukes  of  Ormond,  Bucking- 
bam,  Shrewsoury,  earl  Powlett,  Mr.  Harley,  Mr.  St. 
Jobu,  and  others.  During  examination,  Mr.  Harley 
•  BrDlh«*iB*Uw  to  die  carl  of  Berkeley. 


observed  Guiscard,  who  stood  behind  him,  but  on  one 
side,  swearing  and  looking  disrespectfully.  He  told 
him  he  ought  to  behave  himself  better  while  he  was 
examined  for  such  a  crime.  Gviscard  immediately 
drew  a  penknife  out  of  his  pocket,  which  he  had  picked 
out  of  some  of  the  offices,  and,  reaching  round,  stabbed 
him  just  under  the  breast,  a  little  to  the  right  side  >  but 
it  pleased  God  that  the  point  stopped  at  one  of  the 
ribs,  and  broke  short  half  an  inch.  Immediately  Mr. 
St  John  rose,  drew  his  sword,  and  ran  it  into  Guis- 
card's  breast  Five  or  six  more  of  the  oouncil  drew 
and  stabbed  Guiscard  in  several  places:  bat  the  earl 
Powlett  called  out,  for  God's  sake^  to  spare  Guiscard  s 
Uie,  that  he  might  be  made  an  example ;  and  Mr.  St 
John's  sword  was  taken  from  him  and  broke ;  and  tlie 
footmen  without  ran  in,  and  bound  Giuscard,  who 
begged  he  might  be  killed  immediately ;  and,  they  say, 
called  out  three  or  four  times,  **  My  lord  Onnond  *. 
my  lord  Ormond !'"  They  say  Guiscard  resisted  them 
a  while,  until  the  footmen  came  in.  Immediately 
Bucier,  the  surgeon,  was  sent  for,  who  dressed  Mr. 
Harley;  and  he  was  sent  home.  The  wound  bled 
ftvAi,  and  they  do  not  apprehend  htm  in  danger :  he 
said,  when  he  came  home,  he  thought  himself  in  none; 
and  when  I  was  there  he  was  asleep,  and  they  did  not 
find  him  at  all  feverish.  He  has  been  ill  this  week, 
and  told  me  last  Saturday  he  found  himself  much  out 
of  order,  and  has  been  abroad  but  twice  since ;  so  that 
the  only  danger  is,  lest  his  being  out  of  order  should, 
with  the  wound,  put  him  in  a  fever ;  and  I  shall  be 
in  a  mighty  pain  till  to-morrow  morning.  I  went  back 
to  poor  Mrs.  St  John,  who  told  me  her  husband  was 
witn  my  lord-keeper  [sir  Simon  Harcourt]  at  Mr. 
Attorney's,  [sir  John  Trevor,]  and  she  said  something 
to  me  very  remarkable :  "  That  going  to«>day  to  pay  her 
duty  to  the  queen,  when  all  the  men  and  ladies  were 
dressed  to  make  their  appearance^  this  being  the  day  of 
the  queen's  accession,  tiie  lady  of  the  bedchamber  in 
waiting  told  her  the  queen  had  not  been  at  church, 
and  saw  no  company ;  yet,  when  she  inquired  her 
health,  they  said  she  was  very  well,  only  had  a  little 
cold.**  We  conceive  the  queen's  reasons  for  not  going 
out  might  be  something  about  this  seising  of  Guis- 
card for  high  treason,  and  that  perhaps  there  was  some 
plot,  or  something  extraordinary,  i  our  grace  must 
have  heard  of  this  Guiscard :  he  fled  from  France  for 
villanies  there,  and  was  thought  on  to  head  an  inva- 
sion of  that  kingdom,  but  was  not  liked.  I  know  him 
well,  and  think  him  a  fellow  of  little  consequence, 
although  of  some  cunuinf  and  much  villany.  We 
passed  by  one  another  this  day  in  the  Mall,  at  two 
o*cIock,  an  hour  before  he  was  taken  up;  and  I 
wondered  he  did  not  speak  to  me. 

I  write  all  this  to  your  grace,  because  I  believe  you 
would  desire  to  know  a  true  account  of  so  important  an 
accident ;  and  besides,  I  know  you  will  have  a  thou- 
sand false  ones ;  and  I  believe  every  material  circum- 
stance here  is  true,  having  it  from  young  Mr.  Harley, 
I  met  sir  Thomas  Mansel,  (\t  was  then  afler  six  this 
evening,)  and  he  and  Mr.  Prior  told  me  tliey  had  just 
seen  Guiscard  carried  by  in  a  chair,  with  a  strung 
guard,  to  Newgate  or  the  Press-yard.  Time  perh«i{js 
will  show  who  was  at  the  bottom  of  all  tins;  but 
nothing  could  happen  so  unluckily  to  England,  at  this 
juncture,  as  Mr.  Harley 's  death ;  when  he  has  all  the 
schemes  for  the  greatest  part  of  the  supplies  in  his  head, 
and  the  |jarliament  cannot  stir  a  step  without  him.  Nei- 
ther can  I  altogether  forget  myself,  who,  in  him,  should 
lose  a  person  I  have  more  obligations  to  than  any  other 
in  this  kingdom ;  who  has  always  treated  roe  with  the 
tenderness  of  a  parent,  and  never  refused  me  any  favour 
1  asked  for  a  friend ;  therefore  I  hope  your  grace  will 
excuse  the  disorder  of  this  letter.  I  was  intending,  this 
night,  to  wrrite  one  of  another  sort.— >->I  must  neccUsay, 
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one  great  kmod  for  wrttiog  Uiom  particulara  to  your 
grace  was,  that  you  might  be  able  to  give  a  true  account 
of  the  fact,  which  will  be  aome  loit  of  eenrice  to  Mr. 
Harley.  I  am,  with  the  greatest  respect,  my  lord,  your 
grace*s  most  dutiful,  and  most  humble  servant, 

JoNATUAM  Swift. 

I  have  road  over  what  I  writ,  and  find  it  confused  and 
incorrect,  which  vour  grace  must  impute  to  the  vio- 
lent pain  of  mind  I  am  in,  greater  tnan  ever  I  felt 

in  my  life. It  must  have  been  the  utmost  height 

of  desperate  guilt  which  could  have  spirited  that 
wretch  to  such  an  action.  I  have  not  heard  whether 
his  wounds  are  dangerous ;  but  I  pray  God  he  may 
recover,  to  receive  his  reward,  and  that  we  may  learn 
the  bottom  of  his  villany.  It  is  not  above  ten  days 
ago  that  I  was  interceding  with  the  secrotary  in  his 
behalf,  because  I  heard  he  was  just  starving ;  but 
the  secretary  assured  me  he  had  400/.  a-vear  pension. 

FROM  ARCHBISHOP  KINO. 

Dublin.  Mszdi  17. 1711. 
Rbvbrknd  Sir, — I  return  you  my  thanks  for  yours  of 
the  8th  instant  I  do  not  wonder  that  you  wero  in  some 
confusion  when  you  wrote  it ;  for  I  assure  you  I  read 
*t  with  great  horror,  which  such  a  fact  is  apt  to  create 
in  evwybody  that  is  not  hardened  in  wickedness.  I 
received  several  other  letters  with  narmtives  of  the 
same,  and  saw  some  that  came  to  other  hands ;  but 
none  so  particular^  or  that  could  be  so  well  depended 
upon.  A  observe  that,  among  them  all,  there  is  no 
account  of  the  matters  laid  to  Quiscard*s  charge  of  his 
design,  or  how  he  came  to  be  discovered.  I  suppose 
those  an  yet  secretin  as  it  is  fit  they  should  be.  I  do 
remembff  something  of  this  Guiscard ;  and  that  he  was 
to  head  an  invasion ;  and  that  he  published  a  very  foolish 
narrative  ;*  but  neither  remember  exactly  the  time  nor 
under  what  ministry  it  was,  nor  who  were  his  patrons. 
It  seems  convenient  that  these  should  be  known ;  be- 
cause it  is  reported  that  Mr.  Harley  and  Mr.  St  John 
were  those  who  chiefly  countenanced  him,  and  he  their 
peculiar  &vourite.  One  would  think  this  should  con- 
vince the  world  that  Mr.  Harley  is  not  in  the  French 
interest,  but  it  has  not  yet  had  that  effect  with  all :  nay, 
some  whisper  the  case  of  Fenius  Rufus  and  Scevinus, 
in  the  I5th  book  of  Tacitus,  ooonuis  mdicibus  ad  pro' 
dendum  Fenuan  Ri^ktm^  quern  aindtm  consdum  et  inqui- 
tUmrem  non  iolerabani,  Mr.  St.  John  is  condemned  for 
wounding  Guiscard;  and  had  he  killed  him,  there 
would  not  have  wanted  some  to  suggest  that  it  was 
dune  on  purpose,  lest  he  should  teU  tales. 

We  had  a  strange  piece  of  news  by  last  packet,  that 
the  address  to  her  majesty  met  with  but  a  cold  recep- 
tion from  one  party  in  the  house  of  commons ;  and  that 
all  the  lords,  spiritual  and  temporal,  of  that  party, 
went  out  when  it  passed  in  the  lords*  house.  But  I  make 
it  a  rule  never  to  believe  party  news,  except  I  have  it 
immediately  from  a  sure  band. 

I  was  in  hopes  to  have  heard  something  of  our  first- 
fruits  and  twentieth  parts :  but  I  doubt  that  matter 
sleeps,  and  that  it  will  be  hard  to  awaken  it 

You  will  expect  no  news  firom  home.  We  eat  and 
drink  as  we  used  to  do.  The  parties  are  tolerably  silent, 
but  those  for  the  late  ministry  seem  to  be  united,  keep 
much  together,  and  are  so  wise  as  not  to  make  much 
noise :  nor  have  I  heard  anything  of  their  sentiments 
of  late,  only  what  has  happened  on  this  accident  I 
heartily  recommend  you  to  God's  care.    I  am,  &c. 

William  Dublin. 


TO  ARCHBISHOP  KING. 

London.  April  10,  1711. 
My  Lord, — ^I  had  lately  the  honour  of  a  letter  from 
your  grace,  and  waited  to  acknowledge  it  until  some- 

•  "  The  Mizquii  de  GaiKsid's  Memoin.'* 


thing  material  should  happen  that  might  recompenie 
the  trouble.  My  occasion  of  writing  to  you  st  pnteBt 
is  purely  peisonal  to  your  grace.  A  report  wsi  begin- 
niug  to  run  here,  by  some  letters  from  Irelaod,  that  jroor 
grace  had  applied  the  passage  you  mention  of  Rufai, 
in  a  speech  you  made  to  your  cleigy,  which  I  veDtured 
to  contradict,  as  an  impossibility,  and  incmuiitent  vith 
your  general  (pinion  and  what  was  in  your  Una. 
Mr.  Siouthwell  and  Mr.  Dopping  were  of  the  uat 
mind ;  and  the  former  savs  he  hai  writ  to  yoar  giace 
about  it  I  should  have  tuought  no  more  of  the  nuttrr, 
but  let  it  spend  like  an  idle  story  below  notice ;  only 
dining  last  Sunday  with  one  of  the  principal  wcreUha 
of  state,  he  gave  me  a  letter  to  read,  which  be  had  joS 
received  from  the  printer  of  the  newspaper  called  **  Tbe 
Postboy,**  in  whicn  was  a  tnuiscript  of  a  letter  from 
Dublin;  and  the  secretary  beuig  mentioned  in  that 
transcript,  the  man  would  not  publish  it  without  Lis 
advice.  It  contained  an  account  how  the  newi  o^ 
Mr.  Harley *s  being  stabbed  had  been  received  br  tltr 
Whigs  in  Dublin,  of  which  he  produced  some  instinco. 
Then  he  mentions  the  passage  out  of  Tacitus,  sad  con- 
cludes thus :  <<  The  first  &at  mentioned  it  wst  tbe 
archbishop  of  Dublin,  who  took  notice  of  it  fitit  it  4 
meeting  of  his  clergy ;  and  afterwards,  in  the  hetriDc 
of  several  perMns,  was  reprimanded  for  it,  in  a  ciril 
though  sharp  manner,  by  cMie  of  the  chief  mbistos 
there,  well  known  for  his  steady  loyalty  to  hermajeftj, 
and  his  sealous  service  to  the  church  of  Englsod  nn* 
der  her  late  perilotu  trial.**  I  immediately  told  tbe 
secretary  that  I  knew  this  must  be  false  and  minepn- 
sented,  and  that  he  must  give  me  leave  to  scntcb  int 
that  passage,  which  I  accordingly  did ;  and  for  frsr  d 
any  mistake,  I  made  him  give  me  aftowardt  tbe  vbule 
letter  that,  I  might  have  it  in  my  power.  The  next  lUj 
I  sent  for  the  printer,  and  told  him  what  I  had  dooe; 
and  upon  further  thoughts  I  stifled  the  whole  letter, 
and  the  secretary  approved  of  it     I  likewise  told  tue 

r inter,  that  when  he  nad  anything  relating  to  IrelaK 
had  the  secretary*s  order  (which  was  true)  to  smd  ii 
me,  that  he  might  not  do  injury  to  men*s  reputatiooi 
by  what  was  represented  to  him  from  ignorant  or  ou- 
licious  hands  in  that  kingdom.  The  letter  was  to  h.n 
been  printed  this  day  in  "  The  Postboy,**  with  that  oc- 
clusion reflecting  on  your  grace,  which  ii  ltap|Klj 
prevented;  for,  although  your  character  and  stjtitu 
place  you  above  the  malice  of  little  people,  yet  ;»»•' 
friends  would  be  extremely  concerned  to  lee  y^ 
name  made  so  bold  with  in  a  common  new^per. 

I  humbly  hope  your  grace  will  not  diaapjvon  if 
what  I  have  done:  at  least  I  have  gratifieu  mj  oii> 
inclination  in  the  desire  of  serving  you ;  and,  bettdn. 
had  the  opportunity  of  giving  Mr.  Secretary  »ime  pvt 
of  your  character. 

I  dare  lar  a  wager  that  all  this  happened  bj  thegn* 
understandmgs  of  some  people  whomisundentoodtf>i 
misapplied  something  very  innocent  that  came  fp*^ 
your  grace.  I  must  be  so  bold  to  say  that  people  is  dut 
Kingdom  do  very  ill  understand  raillery.  I  can  rally 
much  safer  here  with  a  great  minister  of  state  u  « 
duchess  than  I  durst  do  there  widi  an  attorney  a  b 
wife.  And  I  can  venture  to  rally  with  yourgratf. 
although  I  could  not  do  it  with  many  of  your  rler^- 
I  myself  have  been  a  witness  when  want  of  comuiLU 
sense  has  made  people  offended  witl^  your  grsce  ^\f 
they  ought  to  have  been  the  most  pleased.  I  lay  lbin:« 
every  day  at  the  best  tables  which  I  should  be  turu^l 
out  of  company  for  if  I  were  in  Ireland. 

Here  is  one  Mr.  Richardson,  a  clergymsn,  «bo  ' 
soliciting  an  affair  that  I  find  your  grace  approve*;' 
and  therefore  I  do  him  all  the  service  1  can  in  it- 

We  are  now  full  of  the  business  of  the  liisb  ;»<  •- 

« 
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and  I  intend,  imong  tbe  ictC,  to  engage  the  memben  I 
am  acquainted  wiu  in  our  interest  To-morrow  we 
expect  it  will  come  on. 

I  will  •hortlf  write  to  your  grace  some  account  how 
puUie  alTain  etand ;  we  hope  Hr.  Harley  will  be  well 
lO  A.  wc«k. 

We  have  newi  from  BmaKli  that  tbe  dauphin  is  dead 
o€  an  ^oplexy.  I  am,  with  the  greatest  respect,  my 
lord,  joo^^MBe*!  most  dutiful  and  most  humble  seryaQt, 

Jonathan  Swipt. 
I  wish  your  grace  would  enclose  your  commands  to  me, 

directed  to  Erasmus  Lewis,  esq.,  at  my  lord  Dait- 

niouth*a  oflSce  at  Whitehall;  for  I  hare  left  off  going 

to  coflbehouses. 


FROM  LORD  PFTERBOROUQH. 


VOR 


SET.   DB* 


OF 


OBDSAN 


BISHOP 
&C. 

Vimna,  April  18, 1711. 
Sib,— >I  have  often  with  pleasure  reflected  upon  the  glo- 
rious possibQitiee  of  the  English  constitution ;  but  I 
most  alpply  to  politics  a  French  expression  appropriated 
by  them  to  beauty ;  there  is  ^je  m  spas  qmn  among  ua, 
which  makea  ua  troublesome  with  our  learning,  dia- 
agreeable  with  our  wit,  poor  with  our  wealth,  and  in- 
significant with  our  power. 

I  could  nerer  despise  anybody  for  what  they  hare 
not,  and  am  only  proroked  when  they  make  not  the 
right  nm  of  what  they  have.  This  is  the  greatest  mor- 
titieatioii,  to  know  the  advantages  we  have  by  art  and 
nature,  and  eee  them  disappointed  by  self-conceit  and 
fkction.  What  patience  could  bear  the  disappointment 
of  a  good  acheme  by  the  October  Club  f 

I  have  with  great  nneaainess  received  imperfect  ac- 
counts of  a  diMgreement  among  ourselvee.  The  party 
we  have  to  struggle  with  has  strength  enough  to  require 
our  united  endeavouis.  We  should  not  attack  their 
firm  body  like  hussars.  Let  the  victory  be  secure  be- 
fuR  we  quarrel  for  the  spoils ;  let  it  be  considered 
wbeCber  their  yoke  were  easy  or  their  burden  light. 
What !  must  tMre  ever  be  in  St.  Stephen  s  chapel  a 
majority  either  of  knaves  or  fools  f 

But  seriously,  I  have  long  apprehended  the  effects  of 
that  universal  corruption  which  has  been  improved 
with  ao  much  care,  and  has  so  fitted  us  for  the  tyranny 
designed,  that  we  are  grown,  I  fear,  insensible  of  slavery, 
and  almost  unworthy  of  liberty. 

Tbe  gentlemen  who  give  you  no  other  satisfifcction  in 
politica  than  the  apoeazances  of  ease  and  mirth,  I  wish 
I  could  partake  with  them  in  their  good  humour :  but 
tokay  itself  has  no  effect  upon  me  while  I  see  affairs  so 
unaHtled ;  lactian  so  strong  and  credit  so  weak ;  and 
ail  servioes  abroad  under  the  utmost  diffieulti««  by  past 
mtacamages  and  present  want  of  money ;  but  we  are 
told  here  that  in  the  midst  of  victory  orders  are  given 
to  aound  a  parley,  I  will  say  a  retreat  Give  me  leave 
to  tdl  the  churchmen  that  there  is  not  in  *****  *. 

I  have  rid  the  resty  horse  you  say  they  gave  me,  in 
pkogbed  lands,  till  1  have  made  him  tame.  1  wish  they 
manage  the  duU  jades  as  well  at  home,  and  get  them 
fiorward  cither  with  whip  or  spur.  I  depend  much  upon 
the  three  you  mention  ^  if  they  remember  me  with 
kindoeas,  I  am  theirs  by  the  two  strongest  ties,  I  love 
them  and  hate  their  enemies. 

Yet  yon  seem  to  wish  me  other  work.  It  is  time  the 
stalfiwn  employ  me  in  my  own  trade,  not  theirs.  If 
they  have  nothing  else  for  me  to  subdue,  let  me  com- 
mend against  that  rank  Wbiggish  puppet-show.  Those 
iuiito  pigmies,  if  not  destroyetl,  will  grow  up  to  giants. 
TcU  St.  John  he  must  find  me  work  in  the  old  world 
or  the  new. 

I  find  Mr.  Harley  forgets  to  make  mention  of  the 

•  IVabshly  Ilsrley,  Hsiewut,  and  BoUnebtoks. 


most  important  part  of  my  letter  to  him ;  which  was  to 
let  him  Know  that  I  expected  immediately  for  one  Dr. 
Swift  a  lean  bishopric  or  a  fat  deanery.  If  you  hap- 
pen to  meet  that  gentleman  at  dinner,  tell  him  thrit  he 
has  a  ftiend  out  of  the  way  of  doing  him  good,  but 
that  he  would  if  he  could,  whose  name  is 

Pbtxhbobouqu. 


FROM  ARCHBISHOP  KINQ. 

Dublin,  April  19, 1711. 
Reverend  Sib, — I  had  the  favour  of  yours  of  the  10th 
instant,  by  which  I  understand  how  much  I  am  obliged 
to  you  for  the  justice  you  did  me  as  to  the  report  you 
let  me  know  was  about  to  be  printed  in  the  **  Postboy" 
relating  to  Mr.  Harley. 

I  think  there  is  no  man  in  this  kingdom  on  which 
such  a  report  could  be  fixed  with  less  colour  of  truth, 
haviriif  been  noted  for  tiie  particular  regard  I  have  al- 
ways had  for  him.  1  have  suffered  in  some  cases  too 
for  my  zeal  to  defend  him  in  the  worst  of  times ;  for  I 
confess  I  never  could  with  patience  bear  the  treatment 
he  met  with  in  6regg*s  affair.  The  truth  is,  when  I 
received  the  news  of  this  last  barbarous  attempt  made 
on  him,  I  widi  indignation  insulted  some  with  whom  I 
used  to  dispute  about  the  former  case,  and  asked  them 
whether  they  would  iu)w  suspect  that  he  was  in  the 
conspiracy  to  stab  himself  f  The  turn  they  gave  it  was 
what  I  wrote  to  you,  that  they  imagined  he  might  be 
in  it  notwithstanding  that ;  and  that  his  discovering 
Guiscard,  and  pressing  so  hard  on  the  examination, 
was  the  thing  that  provoked  the  man  to  such  a  degree 
of  rage  as  appeared  in  that  villanous  act.  And  diey 
instanced  the  story  of  Piso  in  Tacitus,  and  tlie  passage 
of  Ruftu.  I  know  very  well  that  they  did  not  believe 
themselves,  and  among  other  things  I  applied  that 
passage  of  Hudibras,  he  that  beats  out  his  brains,  &c : 
*<  But  he  that  hangs,  or  beats  out*s  brains. 
The  devil's  in  him  if  he  feigns.'^ 

I  believe  I  have  told  this  pavage  to  several  as  an  ex- 
ample to  show  into  what  absurdities  the  power  of  pre- 
judice, malice,  and  fiujtion  will  lead  some  men,  I  hope 
with  good  effect ;  and  added,  as  several  gentlemen  that 
heard  me  can  witness,  that  it  was  a  strange  thing  that 
Mr.  Harley  should  discover  Gregg,  and  have  him 
hanged,  and  yet  be  suspected  to  be  partaker  of  his 
crime ;  but  altogether  unaccountable  that  in  a  cause 
wherein  his  life  was  so  barbarouslv  struck  at  it  was  a 
thousand  to  one  if  he  escaped  he  should  still  be  under 
the  suspicion  of  being  a  party  with  his  murderer !  so 
that  I  could  never  imagine  that  any  one  should  report 
that  I  spake  my  own  sense  in  a  matter  wherein  \  ex- 
pressed so  great  an  abhorrence,  both  of  the  fact  and 
the  vile  comment  made  upon  it. 

As  to  any  speech  at  the  meeting  of  the  clergy,  or  any 
reprimand  given  me  by  any  person  on  this  account,  it 
is  all,  assure  yourself,  pure  invention. 

I  am  sensible  of  the  favour  you  did  me  in  prevent- 
ing the  nublishing  of  such  a  false  report,  and  am  most 
thankful  to  Mr.  secretary  St  John  for  stopping  it.  I 
liave  not  the  honour  to  be  known  to  him,  otherwise  I 
would  give  him  the  trouble  of  a  particular  acknow- 
ledgment. As  to  Mr.  Harley,  I  have  had  the  happi- 
ness to  have  some  knowledge  of  him,  and  received  some 
obligations  from  him,  particularly  on  the  account  of 
my  act  of  parliament  that  I  obtained  for  the  restitution 
of  Seatown  to  the  see  of  Dublin.  I  always  had  a  great 
honour  for  him,  and  expected  great  good  from  his 
known  abilities  and  zeal  for  the  common  interest ;  and 
as  I  believe  he  was  the  principal  instrument  of  settling 
things  on  the  present  foot,  so  I  beliei'e  every  one  tliat 
wishes  well  to  these  kingdoms  is  satisfied  that  there 
is  not  any  man  whose  death  would  be  a  greater  loss 
to  the  public  than  his.  The  management  of  this  par- 
1  liament  has,  if  not  reconciled  his  worst  enemies  to  him, 
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at  least  i ilencecl  them ;  and  it  is  seDerally  believed  that 
his  misfortune  has  much  retarded  public  affairs. 

I  partly  caa  guess  who  vrrit  the  letter  yoa  mention  : 
it  must  be  one  of  two  or  three  whose  business  it  is  to 
invent  a  lie  and  throw  dirt  ever  since  I  was  obliged 
by  my  duty  to  call  them  to  account  for  their  negligence 
and  iU  practices :  they  have  published  and  dispersed 
several  libellous  prints  against  me,  in  one  of  which  I 
marked  forty-three  downright  falsehoods  in  matters  of 
fact  In  another,  it  is  true,  there  was  only  one  such ; 
the  whole  and  every  part  of  it,  from  beginning  to  end, 
being  pure  invention  and  falsehood.  But,  to  my  com- 
fort, tney  are  despised  by  all  good  men ;  and  I  like 
myself  nothing  leas  for  being  the  object  of  their  hate. 
You  will  excuse  this  long  letter,  and  I  hope  I  may,  by 
next,  apprise  you  with  something  of  consequence.  In 
the  mean  time,  I  heartily  recommend  you,  &c., 

William  Dublin. 

I  held  my  visitation  on  the  9th  instant,  where  you 
were  excused,*  as  absent  on  the  public  business  of  the 
church. 

TO  THS  EARL  OF  PETERBOBOtTOH. 

May  4.  1711. 
My  Lord, — I  have  had  the  honour  of  your  lordship*s 
letters  and  by  the  first  lines  of  it  have  made  a  discovery 
that  your  lordship  is  come  into  the  world  about  eighteen 
hundred  years  too  late,  and  was  bom  about  half  a  doseii 
degrees  too  far  to  the  north)  to  employ  that  public  vir- 
tue I  always  heard  you  did  possess,  which  is  now  wholly 
useless^  and  which  those  very  few  that  have  it  are  forced 
to  lay  aside  when  they  would  have  business  succeed. 

Is  it  not  some  comibi^  my  lord,  that  you  meet  with 
the  same  degeneracy  of  manners,  and  the  same  neglect 
of  the  public  among  the  honest  Germans^  though,  in 
the  philosopher's  nhrase,  differently  modified  i  and  I 
hope,  at  least,  we  nave  one  advantage,  to  be  more  .po- 
lite in  our  corruptions  than  they. 

Our  divisions  run  furtiier  than  perhaps  your  lotd- 
ship*8  intelligence  has  yet  informed  you  of:  that  is,  a 
triumvirate  of  our  friends  whom  I  have  mentioned 
to  you :  I  have  told  them  more  than  once,  upon  occa- 
sion, ^  That  all  my  hopes  of  their  success  depended  on 
their  union ;  that  I  saw  they  loved  one  anodier,  and 
hoped  they  would  continue  it,  to  remove  that  scandal 
of  inconstancy  ascribed  to  court  friendships."  I  am 
not  now  so  secure.  I  care  not  to  say  more  on  such  a 
subject,  and  even  this  enire  nout.  My  credit  is  not  of 
a  size  to  do  any  service  on  such  an  occasion :  but  as 
little  at  it  is,  I  am  so  ill  a  politician,  that  I  will  venture 
the  loss  of  it  to  prevent  this  mischief;  the  consequence 
of  which  I  am  as  good  a  judge  of  as  any  miruster  of 
state,  and  perhaps  a  better,  because  1  am  not  one. 

When  you  writ  your  letter  you  had  not  heard  of 
6aiscard*s  attempt  on  Mr.  Harley:  supposing  yoa 
know  all  the  circumstances,  I  shall  not  descant  upon 
it  We  believe  Mr.  Harley  will  soon  be  treasurer,  and 
be  of  the  house  of  peers ;  and  then  we  imagine  the 
court  will  b^in  to  deal  out  employments,  for  which 
every  October  member  is  a  candidate ;  and  consequently 
nine  in  ten  must  be  disappointed ;  the  effect  of  which 
we  may  find  in  the  next  session.  Mr.  Harley  was 
yesterdav  to  open  to  the  house  the  ways  he  has  thought 
of  to  raise  funds  for  the  securing  the  unprovided  debts 
of  the  nation ;  and  we  are  all  impatient  to  know  what 
his  proposals  are. 

As  to  the  imperfect  account  you  say  you  have  re- 
ceived of  disagreement  among  ourselves,  your  lordship 
knows  that  the  names  of  Whig  and  Tory  have  quite 
altered  their  meanings.  All  who  were  for  turning  out 
the  late  ministry  we  now  generally  call  Tories ;  and 
in  that  sense  I  think  it  plain  that  there  are  among  the 
Tories  three  different  interests ;  one  of  those,  I  mean  the 
A  Vor  his  preboad  of  Danlavan. 


muiistry,  who  ftgree  with  your  lordabip  and  me,  ind 
in  a  steady  management  for  pursuing  ttie  true  intooti 
of  the  nation ;  another  is,  that  of  warmer  headis  u 
the  October  Club  and  their  adheienti  withoat  doon: 
and  a  third  is,  I  fear,  of  tliose  who^  as  yoor  lordahip 
expresses  it,  would  sound  a  parley,  and  who  vould 
make  &ir  weather  in  case  of  a  change ;  and  tome  of 
tibese  last  are  not  inconsidenble. 

Nothing  can  be  more  obliging  than  your  lordifaip's 
remembering  to  mention  me  in  your  letten  to  Vt. 
Harley  and  Mt.  St  John,  when  you  are  m  &e  vui^ 
of  such  great  affairs.  I  doubt  I  shall  want  lodi  id 
advocate  as  your  lordship;  for  I  believe  every  vsb 
who  has  modesty  or  merit  is  but  an  ill  one  for  himjclf. 
I  desire  but  the  smallest  of  those  titles  you  give  m  u 
the  outside  of  your  letter.  My  amhition  is  to  lire  m 
Sngland,  and  with  a  competeoey  to  support  nt  villi 
honour.  The  ministry  know  by  tiiis  tunewhedKrl 
am  worth  keeping ;  and  it  is  easier  to  provide  for  tat 
men  in  the  church  than  one  in  a  civil  majAojioBA. 

But  I  renounce  Sngland  and  deaocnes  witfaont  i 
promise  from  your  lordship,  under  your  own  bandal 
leal,  that  I  shall  have  the  liberty  to  aitand  yoa  vbeo- 
ever  I  please.  I  foresee  we  shall  hava  a  peace  oat 
year,  by  the  same  sagacity  that  I  liAve  often  fonm 
when  I  was  young.  I  must  leave  tbe  town  in  a  veet 
because  my  money  isgone,  and  I  can  boitow  do  ncif. 
Peace  wiU  bring  your  lordship  home :  and  wt  tno^ 
have  you.  to  adorn  your  country  whm  you  jfasll  be  bb 
longer  wanted  to  d^end  it.    I  am,  my  kxd,  &&, 

JcmATHAN  Swm. 


TO  ARCHBISHOP  KING. 

Gh«laM,lU]fl0.1T1). 
My  Lord, — I  have  had  your  grace^s  letter  of  April  11 
some  time  by  me,  but  deferred  my  answer  until  I  cmU 
give  some  account  of  what  use  I  bad  made  of  t.  1 
went  immediately  to  Mr.  secretary  St.  John,  and  nJ 
moat  of  it  to  him;  he  was  extremely  satis6ed,  aod 
very  glad  that  scandalous  account,  designed  to  bi 
printed  in  <<The  Postboy,"  waa  aappisssed.  Mt 
Harley  was  then  not  quite  wdl  enough ;  so  I  vcntonc 
(and  I  hope  your  grace  wiU  not  disapprove  it)  to  fbw 
your  letter  to  a  gentleman  who  baa  a  great  i«pect  {<s 
your  graces  and  who  told  ma  several  othcra  of  Iiei^ 
were  poaaeesed  of  that  report.  I  trusted  the  letter  vita 
him,  and  gave  him  leave  to  read  it  to  them,  which  U 
told  me  he  did,  and  ^  Uiat  they  were  all  entirely  cui- 
vinced :"  and  indeed,  as  far  aa  I  can  find,  the  t^* 
quite  blown  over,  and  has  left  no  impressioo.  ^  ^i' 
your  grace's  letter  was  out  of  ray  hands,  dinbg  vitb 
Mr.  Harley,  he  said  to  me,  almost  aa  soon  as  be  av 
me,  *'  How  came  the  archbishop  of  Dublin  sxkI  1  to 
fall  out  V  I  told  bim  « I  knew  what  he  meant;  bat 
your  grace  was  altogether  misrepresented ;  and  it  misi 
come  from  some  infamous  rascals^  of  which  then  wvf 
wants  a  set  in  that  kingdom,  who  make  it  their  Ni«- 
ness  to  send  wrong  characters  here,*'  &c  He  ua9^ 
^'tiiat  he  believed  and  knew  it  was  as  I  faid."—! 
added  ''that  I  had  the  honour  to  be  loogbxrvn'^ 
your  grace,  and  that  you  were  the  last  man  in  ^ 
kingdom  upon  whom  such  a  report  could  be  ^ 
with  any  probability ;  and  that,  since  he  was  plo*^ 
to  mention  this  matter  first,  be  must  give  me  lasve,  tN 
next  time  I  saw  him,  to  read  a  letter  I  had  fiom  T^ 
grace  in  answer  to  one  of  mine,  wherein  I  told  you  >^ 
such  a  report"  He  said  <<  there  was  no  need,  for  v 
firmly  believed  me."  I  answered,  asiUikg,  "^ 
should  not  do,  for  I  would  never  suffer  a  persoo  ^ 
whom  I  had  so  great  an  esteem  to  lie  undo  the  I^ 
suspicion  of  anything  wrong.*'  Last  Saturdar,  ^ 
dinuer,  I  was  again  to  wait  on  hizo.  On  that  (is;  «>' 
the  week,  my  lord-keeper,  my  lord  Riven,  and  Mr. 
secretary  St  John  always  used  to  dine  with  hin  1>^ 
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this  accidfot ;  ond  wnneBmet  they  used  to  let  me  be 
jf  the  cammn  J.  This  was  the  first  Saturday  they  had 
mrt  itDce  hif  recovery  ;  and  I  was  in  luch  joy  to  lee 
Ute  old  club  met  again,  that  it  affects  me  stifl,  as  yoia 
giaee  sees  by  my  impertinence  in  mixing  it  with  an 
iccount  that  ouy  relates  to  yourself.  I  read  tfiose 
jaiti  of  joor  letter  to  him  which  I  thought  proper,  and 
both  he  and  the  company  did  yeij  ftankly  acquit  your 
gnce;  and  Mr.  Harley,  in  particular,  spoke  a  good 
deal  of  his  respect  and  esteem  for  you:  and  then  he 
repeated  "  that  it  was  no  new  thing  to  receive  lies  from 
Iivlaod  r  which  I  doubt  is  so  true,  that  no  man  of 
diittnctioD  in  that  kingdom  is  safe ;  and  I  wish  it  were 
pooible  to  take  some  course  to  prevent  the  evil. 

Ai  for  libels  unon  your  grace,  bating  my  concern 
for  the  souls  of  tne  writers,  I  should  give  you  joy  of 
them.  You  would  less  deserve  your  station  if  knaves 
and  fools  did  not  hate  you ;  and  while  these  sects  con- 
tinue, may  your  grace  and  all  good  men  be  the  object 
of  their  aremon! 

Vj  lord-keepei^  Mr.  Harley,  and  one  or  two  more, 
are  immediately  to  be  made  peers :  the  town  has  been 
expecting  it  for  some  time,  although  the  court  make  it 
jet  a  secret :  but  I  can  assure  your  grace  of  die  truth, 
for  the  preambles  to  their  patents  are  now  drawing, 
and  I  saw  a  very  handsome  one  for  Mr.  Harley.  Voull 
plesse  not  to  mention  this  poiticalar,  although  it  will 
be  sooo  public,  but  it  is  yet  Kept  mighty  private.  Mr. 
Huley  is  to  be  lord-treasurer.  Perhaps  before  the 
poit  leaves  this  town  all  this  will  be  openly  told,  and 
theo  I  ma^  be  laughed  at  for  being  so  mysterious : 
^  10  capncious  are  great  men  in  their  secrets.  The 
fint  authentic  assurances  I  had  of  these  promotions  was 
Ii^  Sunday ;  thotigh  the  expectation  has  been  strong 
WaboveamonUa.  We  suppose  likewise  that  many 
(haages  will  be  noade  in  the  employments  as  soon  as 
the  levion  ends,  which  will  be,  I  believe,  in  less  than 
I  fortnight 

Pocr  sir  Cholmondeley  Dering,  of  Kent,  was  yes- 
^«7  in  a  duel  shot  through  the  body  bv  one  Mr. 
Thomhill,  in  Tothilfields,  and  died  in  some  hours. 

I  never  mention  anything  of  the  first-fruits  either  to 
Hr.  Harley  or  the  duke  of  Ormond.  If  it  be  done 
U£sc  bis  grace  goes  over,  it  is  well,  and  there's  an  end : 
if  out,  I  shall  hav«  the  best  opportunity  of  doing  it  in 
^i<  absence.  If  I  should  epeak  of  it  now,  perhaps  it 
vould  be  so  contrived  as  to  hinder  me  from  soliciting  it 
*^iaw9td :  but  as  sooo  as  the  duke  is  gone,  I  shall  leom 
at  the  treasury  what  he  has  done  in  it  I  have  been  at 
f^  town  this  fortnight  for  my  health,  and  to  be  under 
t&eceasity  of  walking  to  and  from  London  every  day. 
Bat  your  grace  wiU  please  still  to  direct  your  letters 
«>ii«ler  cover  to  Bir.  Lewis.  I  am,  with  great  respect, 
Bj  luni,  your  grace's  most  dutiful  and  obliged  humble 
■"▼wt,  Jonathan  Swut. 


TO  UK.  8BCRSTARY  ST.  JOHN. 
^  Oielaeii.  May  11,  nil. 

^Xt—Belng  convinced  by  certain  ominous  prognostics, 
fhii  my  life  it  toQ  thort  to  permit  me  the  honour  of 
^^  dining  another  Saturday  with  scr  Siwuom  Harcourty 
^^,  or  Robert  Harley,  eso.,  I  beg  I  may  take  the 
^  UfewtU  of  those  two  gentlemen  to-morrow.*  I  made 
thh  request  on  Saturdav  last,  unfortunately  after  you 
"ere  gone  •  and  they,  lixe  great  statesmen,  pretended 
•^7  cuuld  do  nothing  in  it  without  your  consent; 
r«rtifularly  my  lord-keeper,  as  a  lawyer,  raised  innu- 
'QenLble  diAcmties,  although  I  submitted  to  allow  you 
u<  hour  s  whispering  before  dinner  and  an  hour  after. 
^>  hird  Kivers  woold  not  offer  one  word  in  my  behalf, 
•rtfiKiio^  he  himaelf  was  but  a  tolerated  person.  The 
^*^P^f  alleged,  **  You  could  do  nothing  but  when  all 

*  Bader  was  to  be  created  cvl  of  Oatbrd,  and  air  Simoa 
'uTTMut  faaioD  BafooQit. 


three  were  aapitiikrly  met,*\aaifyoa  eonid  never  oiien 
but  like  a  ptfiah  chest,  with  the  three  keys  togetlier. 
It  grieves  me  to  Re  the  picsent  ministry  tlius  con* 
federated  to  pull  down  my  great  spirit.  Pmy,  sir, 
find  an  expedient  Finding  expedients  is  the  business 
of  seeretanes  of  state.  I  wul  yield  to  any  rcasonabla 
eonditioiis  not  below  my  dignity.  I  will  not  find 
fiuilt  with  the  TiotuaLs;  I  wiU  rsstoro  the  water-rlaai 
that  I  able^  and  solicit  fi>r  my  lord-keeper*B  saury. 
And,  sir,  to  show  yon  I  am  not  a  penon  to  be  safeiT 
injured,  if  you  dare  rslbse  me  justice  in  this  point,  I 
will  appear  befora  you  in  a  pudding-aleerie  gown,  I 
will  disparage  your  miff,  write  a  lampoon  upon  Nably 
Car,  dine  with  yon  upon  a  foreign  post-day ;  nay,  I 
will  read  venas  in  your  prasnee  until  you  snatch  than 
oat  of  my  hands.  Therefore,  pny,  air,  take  pitr  upon 
me  and  yomsslf ;  and  believe  me  to  be,  with  great 
respect,  air,  your  most  obedient  and  most  humble 

MITttlt,  JOHATHAK  SwiVT. 

FROH  ▲BCRBISBOP  KINO. 

DabUn.  May15.  1711. 
Rbvirbnd  SiHy-^  had  the&vonr  of  yours  of  the  10th 
instant  by  the  last  packet^  and  cannot  return  you  suf- 
ficieut  aoknowledgment  finr  your  kind  and  prudent 
management  of  that  aflair  so  much  to  my  advantage. 
I  coiJeas  that  I  did  not  mneh  fear  that  such  a  vile 
report  would  do  me  any  great  injury  with  Mr.  Harley; 
for  I  was  pennaded  he  b  too  wise  to  believe  such  an 
incrediUe  story.  But  the  publishing  it  to  the  world 
might  have  influenced  some  to  my  disadvantage; 
and  no  man  can  be  well  pleased  to  be  the  subject  of  a 
libel,  though  it  often  happens  to  be  the  fate  of  honest  men. 
I  doubt  not  but  tou  will  hear  of  an  unlucky  contest 
in  the  city  of  Dublin  about  their  mayor.  You  may 
remember  (I  think  while  you  were  here,  that  is,  in 
1709^  alderman  Constantine,  by  a  cabal,  for  so  I  must 
call  1^  lost  his  election ;  and  a  junior  alderman,  one 
Fones^  was  elected  mayor  for  the  ensuing  year.  Con* 
stantine  petitioned  the  council-board  not  to  approve 
the  election;  for  you  must  know,  by  ^e  new  rules, 
settled  in  pursuance  of  an  act  of  jiarliament  for  (he 
better  regulation  of  corporations,  their  chief  officers 
must  be  suipiuved  of  by  tne  governor  and  eonncil  after 
they  are  elected,  belbre  they  can  enter  into  any  of  their 
respective  offices ;  and  if  not  approved  of  in  ten  days, 
the  corporation  that  chose  them  must  go  into  a  new 
election.  Now,  alderman  Constantine,  upon  the  cor- 
poration's return  of  Forrest,  complained  of  it  as  wrong, 
and  desired  to  be  heard  by  council ;  but  my  luni 
Wharton,  then  lord-lieutenant,  would  not  admit  it 
This  passed  on  to  the  year  1710,  and  then  the  present 
mayor  was  chosen,  afderman  Eccles,  another  junior 
alderman ;  and  this  year,  one  alderman  Barlow,  a  tailor, 
anodier  junior.  Constantine,  finding  the  government 
altered,  supposed  he  should  have  more  favour,  and 
petitions  again  of  the  wrong  done  him.  The  city 
replied,  and  we  had  two  long  hearings.  The  matter 
d(^)ended  on  an  old  byeOaw,  made  about  the  12th 
of  oueen  Elisabeth ;  by  which  the  aldermen,  according 
to  tneir  ancientry,  are  required  to  keep  their  mayoralty, 
notwithstanding  any  licences  or  orders  to  the  contrary. 
Several  dispensations  and  instances  of  contrary  prac- 
tices were  produced ;  but  with  a  salvo  that  the  law 
of  successbn  should  stand  good :  and  some  aldermen, 
as  appeared,  had  been  disftechised  for  not  submitting 
to  it,  and  holding  in  their  mayoralty.  On  the  contrary, 
it  was  urged  that  this  rule  was  made  in  a  time  when 
the  mayoralty  was  looked  upon  as  a  great  burden,  and 
the  senior  aldermen  got  licences  Inmi  serving  it,  and 
by  fiiction  and  interest  got  it  put  on  the  junior  and 
poorer;  and  most  of  the  aldermen  were  then  papists, 
and  being  obliged,  on  accepting  the  oflHee,  to  take  the 
oath  of  supremacy  and  oome  to  church,   they  de 
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clined  it:  but  the  caae  wm  now  alteted,  and  most  were 
ambitiouf  of  it ;  and  a  rule  or  bye-law  that  imposed 
it  as  a  duty  and  burden  must  be  understood  to  oblige 
them  to  take  it,  but  could  not  oblige  the  electon  to 
put  it  on  them ;  that  it  was  often  disjpensed  with,  and, 
as  alleged,  altogether  abrogated  by  the  new  rules,  that 
took  the  election  out  of  the  city,  where  the  charter 
places  it,  and  gave  it  to  the  aldermen  only :  that  since 
those  rules,  which  were  made  in  1673,  the  elections 
have  been  in  another  manner^  and  in  about  36  mayoxs 
eight  or  nine  were  junior  aldermen.  On  the  whole,  the 
matter  seemed  to  me  to  hang  on  a  most  sloider  point ; 
and  being  archbishop  of  Dublin,  I  thought  I  was 
obliged  to  be  for  the  city ;  but  the  majqritj  was  for 
tlie  bye-law,  and  disapproved  alderman  Barlow,  who 
was  returned  for  mayor.  I  did  foresee  that  this  would 
beget  ill  blood,  and  did  not  think  it  for  my  lord  duke 
of  Ormond's  interest  to  dash  with  the  city ;  and  1  went 
to  several  of  his  grace's  friends,  whom  I  much  trust, 
before  the  debate  in  council,  and  desired  them  to 
consider  the  matter;  and  laid  the  inconveniency  1 
apprehended  before  them,  and  desired  them  to  take 
notice  that  1  had  warned  them;  but  they  told  me 
that  they  did  not  foresee  any  hurt  it  would  be  to  his 
grace.  And  I  pray  God  it  may  not ;  though  I  am 
afraid  it  may  give  him  some  trouble. 

The  citisens  have  taken  it  heinously  ;  and,  as  I  hear, 
met  to-day,  and  in  common-council  repealed  the  bye- 
law,  and  have  chosen  alderman  Barlow  again.  I  think 
them  wrong  in  both,  and  a  declaration  of  enmity 
against  the  council  and  government,  which  feud  is 
easier  begun  tiian  laid.  It  is  certain  the  council 
must  disapprove  their  choice,  it  being  against  the  new 
rules,  as  well  as  good  manners ;  and  what  other  steps 
will  be  made  to  correct  them  I  cannot  say ;  whereas, 
if  they  had  appointed  a  committee  to  view  and  re- 
port what  old  obsolete  bye-laws  were  become  incon- 
venient, and  repealed  tiiis  among  the  rest,  it  would 
not  have  given  offence ;  and  if  they  had  chosen  another 
instead  of  Barlow,  I  bidieve  he  would  have  been  ap- 
proved, and  there  had  been  an  end  of  the  contest. 

You  must  know  this  is  made  a  party  affair,  as  Con- 
ftantine  sets  up  for  a  high-churchman,  which  I  never 
heard  he  did  before ;  but  this  is  an  inconveniency  in 
parties,  that  whoever  has  a  private  quarrel,  and  finds 
nimself  too  weak,  he  immediately  becomes  a  sealous 
partisan,  and  makes  his  private  a  public  quarrel. 

Perhaps  it  may  not  be  ungrateful,  nor  perhaps  alto- 
frether  useless  to  you,  to  know  the  truth  of  this  matter ; 
for  I  imagine  it  will  be  talked  of. 

I  believe  the  generality  of  the  citizens  and  gentlemen 
of  Ireland  are  looked  upon  as  friends  to  the  Whiggish 
interest.  But  it  is  only  so  far  as  to  keep  out  the  pre- 
tender, whom  diey  mortally  fear,  with  good  reason ; 
and  so  many  villaiious  papers  have  been  spread  here 
aiid  so  much  pains  taken  to  persuade  them  that  the 
Tories  design  to  bring  him  in,  that  it  is  no  wonder  they 
are  afraid  of  them ;  bat  God  be  thanked,  tiiis  ministry 
and  parliament  has  pretty  well  allayed  that  fear  by 
their  steady  and  prudent  management.  And  if  his 
grace  the  duke  of  Ormond  prosecutes  the  same  measures 
the  ministry  does  in  Britain,  (as  I  believe  he  will,) 
I  persuade  myself  that  the  generality  here  will  be  as 
lealous  for  this  as  any  ministry  we  ever  had. 

The  death  of  the  earl  of  Rochester  [son  of  the  great 
carl  of  Clarendon,  and.  maternal  uncle  to  queen  Ajone ] 
is  a  great  blow  to  all  good  men,  and  even  his  enemies 
cannot  but  do  justice  to  his  character.  What  influence 
it  will  have  on  public  affiiirs  God  only  knows.     I 

J>ray  let  me  have  your  thoughts  on  it,  for  I  have  some 
ears  that  I  do  not  find  affect  other  people ;  I  was  of 
opinion  that  he  contributed  much  to  keep  things 
steady ;  and  I  wish  his  friends  may  not  want  his  in- 
fluence.   I  conclude  with  my  prayers  for  you. 

William  Dublin. 


FBOaC  LORD  PliTEBBOBOUGH. 

nanover,  June  il.  ITll. 
Sib, — You  were  returning  me  to  ages  pest  fur  some  ex- 
pressions in  my  letter.  I  find  matter  in  jaan  to  hvA 
you  as  tar  back  as  the  golden  ^e.  How  came  yoa  to 
frame  a  system  (in  the  times  we  live  in)  to  govero  tbe 
world  by  lovet 

I  was  much  more  surprised  at  such  a  notion  in  jm 
first  than  to  find  your  opinion  altered  in  your  kit 
letter.  My  hopes  were  founded  more  reasonably  ma 
the  contrary  principle.  I  wish  we  could  keep  oaneim 
steady  by  any;  but  I  confess  it  was  the  hatred  ud 
contempt  so  justly  conceived  against  our  late  govmun 
that  gave  me  some  little  expectations  we  might  unite, 
at  least  in  order  to  prevent  a  relapse. 

The  consequences  of  places  not  given  were  appareDt; 
the  whole  party  were  then  dissatisfied;  and,  wbee 
given,  those  are  only  pleased  who  have  them.  Thii » 
wliat  the  honest  management  of  past  adminittiatJLV 
has  brought  us  to :  but  I  shoula  not  yet  despiir  if 
your  loving  principle  could  but  have  its  force  anoi; 
three  or  four  of  your  acquaintance.  Never  peraom  bid 
more  reason  to  agree ;  nor  was  it  ever  in  toe  ponr  of 
a  few  men  to  bring  greater  events  to  bear,  or  pRrru 
greater  inconveniencies ;  for  such  are  inevitable  vi^ 
out  the  nicest  management:  and  I  believe  oo  pers« 
was  ever  better  prepared  to  make  this  out  than  nttrli 
I  wish,  before  I  left  England,  that  I  had  met,  citiK; 
in  your  letters  or  discourse,  anything  like  what  joj 
hint  in  your  last :  I  should  have  found  great  ease,  aai 
you  some  satisfaction ;  for  had  you  passed  these  ni 
moutlis  with  me  abroad,  I  could  have  made  yw 
sensible  that  it  were  easy  to  have  brought  the  cbarsfrter 
and  influence  of  an  English  peer  equal  to  that  c^  i 
senator  in  old  Rome.  MethinKs  I  could  have  bfoa^t 
it  to  that  pass  to  have  seen  a  levee  of  toppUant  Vwp 
and  princes,  expecting  their  destinies  from  as  S'^ 
submitting  to  our  decrees ;  but  if  we  come  in  polico 
to  your  necessity  of  leaving  the  town  for  wantof  moo^ 
to  live  in  it.  Lord  how  the  case  will  alter  I 

You  threaten  me  with  law,  and  tell  me  I  mi^ii 
be  compelled  to  make  my  words  good.  RemefflbiT 
your  own  insinuations ;  what  if  I  mould  leave  Snr 
land  in  a  week's  time,  and  summon  you,  in  quality  (^ 
chaplain  and  secretaxy,  to  be  a  witness  to  ttazisaetixs 
perhaps  of  the  greatest  importance ;  so  great  that  1 
should  think  you  might  deserve  the  bishopric  d  Win- 
chester at  your  return.  Let  me  know,  in  a  It^t^ 
directed  to  Parson  s-green,  the  moment  yoa  receirf 
this,  whetlier  you  are  ready  and  willing ;  but  yoa  lo^ 
learn  to  live  a  month  now  and  then  without  sl^- 
As  to  all  other  tilings,  we  should  meet  with  no  vaab- 
fications  abroad,  if  we  could  escape  them  from  hone- 
But,  without  raillery,  if  ever  I  can  propose  to  nyv!^ 
to  be  of  any  great  use,  I  foresee  this  ww  be  the  C3.«e. 
This  is  so  much  my  opinion,  that  I  conclude,  if  it  (^* 
out  otherwise,  I  shall  never  concern  myself  in  vxf  pot- 
lie  business  in  England ;  that  I  shall  either  Icaf«  it  ^-^ 
a  better  climate,  or  marry  in  a  rage,  and  bcoome  the 
hero  of  the  October  Club.    Yours,  &c., 

Pbtbrboeowjb. 


TO  ARCHBISHOP  KING. 

London.  July  It  1|''- 
My  Lord,' — I  now  conceive  your  grace  begiia  to  w  * 
busy  person  in  council  and  parliament  and  ooirroa- 
tiou ;  and  perhap  may  be  content  to  be  diverted  itfv 
and  then  by  an  idle  letter  from  hmoc.  We  hare  in 
empty  town,  the  queen  being  settled  at  Windsor,  sb" 
the  ministers  ofren  tliere.  We  are  so  weary  wi^h  n- 
pecting  further  removals,  that  we  bc^n  to  divp  tk 
discourse ;  neither  am  I  sure  whether  those  lo  p»*^'^ 
may  not  difi'er  a  little  in  opinion  as  to  the  ma^* 
Howe\'er,  it  seems  generally  agreed  that  there  vill  ^ 
many  changes  before  next  session^  and  (bat  it  if  Mt^- 
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nry  there  ihould  be  fo.  My  lord  Petoborougfa  bu 
been  Mnne  time  returned,  and  I  have  had  a  good  deal 
of  talk  with  him,  or  rather  he  haa  talked  a  good  deal 
to  me.  He  m  mightily  discontented  with  what  I  writ 
to  him,  and  wbich  he  finds  to  be  true,  that  there  eeema 
a  geaeral  diapoeition  among  us  towards  a  peace.  He 
thinks  his  successful  negotiations  wi(b  the  emperor  and 
tbe  dake  of  SaToy  bare  put  us  in  a  better  condition 
than  erer  to  continue  the  war,  and  will  engage  to  con- 
Tiuce  me  that  Spain  is  yet  to  be  bad  if  we  tue  proper 
mesmres.  Your  grace  knows  be  is  a  pecwn  of  great 
takati,  bat  dashed  with  somediing  restless  and  capri- 
cious  in  his  nature.  He  told  me  be  came  over  without 
being  recalled,  and  without  one  servant,  having  scat- 
tered them  in  several  parts  of  Germany.  I  doubt  he 
viU  DOt  have  credit  enough  with  the  ministry  to  make 
them  follow  his  nlans ;  and  he  is  such  a  sort  of  (lerson 
as  may  give  good  advice  which  wise  men  may  reason- 
ably  Rfoie  to  follow.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  ministry 
lie  imdcr  a  grievous  dilemma,  from  the  difficulty  of 
continaiiig  the  war  and  the  danger  of  an  ill  peace; 
which  I  doubt  whether  all  their  credit  with  the  queen 
binI  country  would  support  them  under ;  but  my  lord- 
treasurer  is  a  stranger  to  fear,  and  has  all  that  courage 
which  ioDooeoce  and  good  sense  can  give  a  man,  and 
the  most  free  from  avarice  of  any  one  living,  both 
which  are  absolutely  necessary  for  his  station  in  this 
juDcture.  He  was  saying  a  thing  to  me  some  days 
ip>  which  I  believe  is  the  great  maxim  be  proceeds 
by,  that  wisdom  in  public  a&irs  was  not,  what  is 
commonly  believed,  toe  forming  of  schemes  with  re- 
mote views,  but  the  making  use  of  such  incidents  as 
happen.  It  was  thought  my  lord  Mar^  would  have 
•ucceeded  as  secretary  upon  the  duke  of  Queensberry^s 
<]eath;  but  the  court  seems  now  disposed  to  have  no 
third  secretary,^  which  waa  a  useless  charge.  Ihit 
qoam  has  been  extremely  ill,  so  as  for  ibur-and- 
twenty  honts  people  were  in  great  pain ;  but  she  has 
been  linoe  much  better,  and  voided  abundance  of 
gnvd,  ftc. 

Our  expedition  under  Mr.  Hill  [brother  to  Mrs. 
Hasham^  is  said  to  be  towards  the  South  Seas;  but 
lathing  IS  known :  I  told  a  great  man,  who  is  deepest 
io  the  project  of  it,  that  I  had  no  good  opinion  of  these 
eipeditions,  which  hitherto  never  succeeded  with  us. 
He  aid  he  would  venture  ten  to  one  upon  the  success 
of  it,  provided  no  ill  accident  happened  by  storms ; 
■nd  that  it  was  concerted  with  three  or  four  great 
pnncei  abroad. 

Ai  to  the  first-fruits,  I  must  inform  your  grace  that 
the  whole  aflCair  lies  exactly  as  it  did  for  some  months 
Pttt.  The  duke  and  his  peonle  never  thought,  or  at 
w  never  meddled  in  it,  until  some  days  before  they 
vent,  sad  then  they  were  told  it  was  already  done ; 
fo^  my  kvd-tieaaurcr  directed  that  it  should  be  an 
UMtniction  to  the  lord-lieutenant  to  mention  in  his 
*r«Kh  to  parliament  that  the  queen  hod  done  it,  &c 
^t  tbey  took  no  sort  of  care  to  finish  the  matter,  and 
cvrr  the  instrument  over  with  them,  which  they 
i^Sut  have  done  had  they  begun  timely  and  applied 
theoiaelrei;  and,  as  the  bishops  supeneded  me,  I  did 

*  John  EnUne.  the  tenth  earl  of  Mar.  was  by  qneim  Anne 
yfV»*oi»l  of  a  regiment  of  foot,  knight  of  tho  Thirtle.  and 
^V!^  ^^  >t>te  i>r  SsotUnd.  He  was  coo  of  the  oommif 
~"v*  for  the  tamty  of  Union,  and  waa  eleeted  one  of  the  six- 
''(vpwniafimrniooeediDKpoxllamenta.  lie  waa  a^n  made 
Jl^wuTT  of  rtate,  Sept.  1,  1718  :  in  which  offlce  he  waa  suoceeiled 
2  T*i^^  <»f  Mofnlime.Sept  U,  1714.  Being  diwniaMsd  ftora 
""/■pioymeQt.  heictindinlo  ScotJrad,  and.  at  tiic  head  of 
i^t^  ptodahaed  the  nntender.  His  forces  being  incrvaaed 
S.!2?i*i^^"*»»  !»•  ""«^t  the  duke  of  Argyll,  who  com- 
«»«w«lfta  roysl  tioope.  The  victory  waa  left  nndeeided; 
^theewl of  Ifw wu fbiead  to  take  twftige  in  Fiance.  He 
2j«tU»at»d  la  I71i,hia  eaUte  and  honours,  &c.  being  for 
i«W  Ui  the  erown ;  and  died  at  Aix-la-Chapelle  in  1732. 
^vit aoeaia to  ha\e been  none  Ull  September  1. 1713. 


not  presume  to  meddle  ftirther  in  it :  but  I  think  this 
may  be  a  lesson,  that  in  all  such  cases  as  these  it  is  ne- 
cessary to  have  some  good  solicitor,  and  not  leave  thinga 
wholly  to  great  men ;  nay,  so  little  did  the  duke  en- 
gage in  this  matter,  that  my  lord-treasurer  told  me 
yesterday  (although  that  u  a  secret)  that  Uie  very 
drought  they  had  made  upon  my  application  was 
some  way  or  other  mislaid  between  the  queen  and  him- 
self, and  could  not  be  found;  but^  however,  that 
another  should  soon  be  drawn :  and  his  lordship  com- 
manded me  to  inform  your  grace,  and  my  lords  the 
bishops^  that,  with  die  first  ccmvenience,  the  instrument 
should  be  prepared  and  soit  over,  which  your  graca 
will  please  to  let  them  know.  I  was  of  opinion  with 
my  lord-treasurer  that  it  should  be  done  by  a  deed 
from  the  queen,  without  an  act  of  parliament,  and 
that  the  bishops  diould  be  made  a  oorpontion  for  the 
management  of  it.  Your  grace  sees  I  write  with 
much  freedom,  because  I  am  sure  I  can  do  it  safely. 

I  have  been  engaging  my  lord-treasurer,  andtiie 
other  great  men,  in  a  project  of  mv  own,  which  they 
tell  me  they  will  embrace,  especially  his  lordship.  He 
is  to  erect  some  kind  of  society,  or  academy,  under  the 
patronage  of  the  ministers  and  protection  of  the  queen. 
Hot  correcting,  enlarging,  polishing,  and  fixing  our  lan- 
guage. The  metliods  must  be  left  to  the  society ;  only 
I  am  writing  a  letter  to  my  lord-treasurer,  by  way  of 
proposals,  and  some  general  hints^  which  I  design  to 
publish,  and  he  expects  from  me.  AU  this  may  come 
to  nothing,  althougn  I  find  the  ingenious  and  learned 
men  of  all  my  acquaintance  fall  rsadily  in  with  it; 
and  so  I  hope  will  your  grace,  if  the  design  can  be 
well  executnl.  I  would  desire,  at  leisure,  some  of 
your  grace's  thoughts  on  this  matter. 

I  hope  your  grace  will  take  advantage  of  the  times, 
and  see  whether  your  violent  house  of  commons  will 
fall  in  with  some  good  law  for  the  benefit  of  the  church, 
as  their  much  betters  have  done  it  here :  and  1  think 
the  convocation  could  not  be  better  employed  than 
in  considering  what  good  law  is  wanting  for  the  church, 
and  endeavour  to  have  it  passed,  rather  than  in  brang- 
ling  upon  trifies.  The  church  has  so  few  happy  occa- 
sions, that  we  ought  to  let  none  of  them  slip.  1  take 
up  too  much  of  your  graces  time;  and  therefore, 
begging  your  prayers  and  blessings,  I  remain,  with  the 
greatest  reqiect,  your  grace's  most  dutiful  humble 
servant  Jonathan  Swivt. 


FBOM  ARCHBISHOP  KING. 

Dnblin,  July  »,  1711. 
Rbvbrend  Sir, — You  must  not  wonder  that  I  have 
been  so  ill  a  correspondent  of  late,  being,  as  I  find,  iu 
debt  to  you  for  yours  of  June  the  8th  and  July  the 
I3th.  This  did  not  proceed  from  any  negligence, 
but  from  the  circumstances  of  things  hoc,  that  were 
such  that  I  could  not  return  you  any  satisfactory 
answer. 

We  have  now  got  over  the  preliminaries  of  our  par^ 
lioments  and  convocation;  that  is  to  say,  ouraddroaes, 
&c. ;  and  as  to  the  parliament,  so  far  as  appears  to  me, 
there  will  be  an  entire  compliance  with  her  majesty's' 
occasions  and  my  lord  duke  of  Ormoud's  desire,  and 
that  funds  will  be  given  for  two  yean  ftom  Christmas 
next ;  by  which  we  shall  have  the  following  summer 
free  from  parliamentary  attendance,  which  proves  a 
great  obstruction  both  to  church  and  country  business. 
As  to  the  convocation,  we  have  no  licence  as  yet  to 
act.  I  have  beard  some  whispers^  as  if  a  letter  of 
licence  had  come  over,  and  was  sent  back  again  to  be 
mended,  especially  as  to  direction  about  a  president.  I 
may  inform  you  that  that  matter  is  in  faier  majesty's 
choice :  we  liave  on  record  four  licences;  the  first  di< 
rected  to  the  archbishop  of  Dublin  in  1614 ;  the  other 
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three,  in  1684,  166%  1666,  diieeted  to  ihe  then  lorda- 
primates.  1  bare  not  at  preient  the  exact  dates ;  but 
I  have  Men  the  trrits,  and  find  tbe  ooQTOcation  sat  in 
these  yeaxB. 

His  graea  the  dttke  of  Onnond,  in  hia  qieech  to  the 
parliament,  (wbieh  I  doubt  not  but  tou  have  seen,) 
nentioned  the  remittal  of  the  twentieth  paxti,  and  the 
grant  of  the  first-fruits,  for  buying  impropriatioRS ; 
but  did  not  assume  to  himself  any  merit  in  the  pro- 
curing of  them  ;  nor,  that  I  can  find  by  any  intima- 
tion, so  much  as  insinuated  that  the  grant  was  on  his 
motion ;  notwithstanding,  both  in  the  house  of  lords 
and  convocation,  some  laboured  to  aicribe  the  whole  to 
his  grace ;  and  bad  it  not  been  for  the  account  I  had 
fh)m  you,  hia  grace  must,  next  to  her  majesty,  have 
had  the  entire  thanks.  You'U  observe,  from  the  lorda" 
address  and  convocation,  that  his  grace  is  brought  in 
for  a  share  in  both.  But  if  the  case  shotild  be  other- 
wise, yet  hifl  gnce  is  no  way  to  be  blamed.  The 
current  runs  that  way ;  and  perhaps  neither  you  nor  I 
have  bettered  our  interest  here  at  present,  by  endeavour^ 
ing  to  stop  it. 

The  condnaion  was  that  all  the  archbishops  and 
bishops  agreed  to  retom  thanks  to  my  loid-treasurer  of 
Great  Britain,  by  a  letter,  which  all  in  town  have  signed, 
being  convinced  that,  next  to  her  majesty*s  native 
Ix)unty  and  aeal  for  the  church,  this  favour  is  due  to 
his  lord^ip's  mediation. 

But  they  have  taiployed  no  agent  to  solicit  the  passing 
the  act  through  the  offices,  bd^eving  his  lordship  will 
take  caxe  of  that  of  his  own  mere  motion,  as  he  di4  of 
the  grant.  This  is  meant  as  an  instance  of  their  great 
confidence  in  his  lordship's  concern  for  them,  which 
makes  it  needless  that  any  should  intermeddle  in  what 
he  has  undertaken* 

If  his  lordship  thinks  fit  to  return  any  answer  to  the 
bishops,  I  wish  he  would  take  some  occasion  to  mention 
you  in  it ;  for  that  would  justify  you,  and  convince  the 
bishops,  some  of  whom  periiaps  suspect  the  truth  of 
what  you  said  of  the  first-fruits  and  twentieth  parts 
being  granted  before  his  grace  the  duke  of  Ormond  was 
declared  lord-lieutenant  of  Ireland. 

I  cannot  at  present  write  of  several  matters  that 
perhaps  I  may  have  opportunity  to  cccnmunicate  to  you. 
I  have  sent  with  this  uie  lords*  and  the  convocation's 
address  to  my  lord  duke. 

If  it  may  be  proper,  I  would  have  my  most  humble 
repccts  to  be  laid  before  my  lord-treasurer.  You  may 
be  sure  I  am  his  most  humble  servant,  and  shall  never 
forget  the  advantages  he  has  been  tbe  author  of  to  the 
church  and  state :  and  yet  I  believe,  if  it  pleased  God 
to  prolong  his  life,  greater  things  may  be  expected  from 
him ;  my  prayers  shall  not  be  wanting. 

As  for  myself,  I  shall  say  more  some  other  time ;  and 
for  the  present  shall  only  assure  you  that  I  am,  sir, 
your  affectionate  humble  servant  and  farodier, 

William  Dublin. 


FROM  ARCHBISHOP  KINO. 

Lfnenh&ll.  July  S8, 1711. 
SmcE  my  lord  duke  of  Ormondes  arrival  I  have  been 
so  continually  hurried  with  company,  that  I  retired 
here  for  two  or  tibree  days.  Hie  preliminaries  of  our 
parliament  are  now  over ;  that  is  to  say,  addresses,  &c., 
and  I  find  the  usual  funds  will  be  granted,  I  think 
unanimously,  for  two  years  from  Christmas  next,  which 
is  all  the  di^e  of  Ormond  desires.  I  do  not  see  much 
more  will  be  done.  You  will  observe  several  reflections 
are  in  the  addressee  on  the  late  management  here,  in 
which  the  earl  of  Anglesey  and  1  differed.  If  we 
could  impeach,  as  you  can  in  Great  Britain,  and  bring 
the  malefactors  to  account,  I  should  be  for  it  with  aU 
my  endeavour ;  but  to  show  our  ill-will  when  we  can 
do  no  more  seems  to  be  no  good  policy  in  a  dependent 


people,  and  that  can  have  no  other  effect  than  to  jko- 
yoke  revenge  without  the  prospect  of  redresi ;  of  wbid 
we  have  too  fatal  instances.  I  reckon  that  every  clii«f 
governor  who  is  sent  here  comes  with  a  design  to  Km 
first  those  who  sent  him ;  and  that  our  good  only  miut 
be  so  far  considered  as  it  is  subservient  to  fiie  mam 
design.  The  only  difference  between  goveraon,  as  to 
us,  is  to  havea  good-natured  man,  that  has  some  interat 
in  our  prosperity,  and  will  not  onpreis  us  uDnecenBrilj; 
and  such  is  his  grace.  But  I  aoubt  whether  even  thtt 
will  not  be  an  objection  against  him  on  your  aide  of  the 
water;  for  I  have  found  thai  those  goveroon  tiat 
gained  most  on  the  liberties  of  the  kingdom  are 
reckoned  the  best ;  and  therefore  it  concerns  ua  to  be 
on  our  guard  against  all  govemon^  and  to  proroke  ai 
little  as  we  can.  For  be  that  cannot  revenge  himjclf 
acts  the  wise  part  when  he  dissembles  and  paaei  ore 
ii\juries. 

In  my  opinion,  the  best  that  has  happened  to  us,  ii, 
that  the  parliament  grants  the  funds  for  two  yean;  fii 
by  th«e  means  we  shall  have  one  summer  to  oundre 
to  do  our  church  and  country  business.  I  have  notbm 
able  to  visit  my  diocese  cocJBeia/mi,  as  I  used  to  do.t^ 
last  three  years,  for  want  of  such  a  recess.  I  hope  the 
parliament  of  Great  Britain  will  not  resume  the  jtni 
bill  while  they  continue  the  same.  The  lords  harenrf 
sat  above  four  or  five  days,  and  are  adjourned  till  Hoa- 
day  next ;  so  we  have  no  heads  of  bills  brought  uA' 
our  house  as  yet :  but  if  any  be  relatin|(  to  the  chisd 
I  will  do  my  endeavour  to  give  you  satisfaction. 

Our  letter  is  come  over  for  the  remittal  of  the  tvn- 
tieth  parti  and  granting  the  first-fruits  ior  bojiag 
impropriations  and  purchasing  glebca,  which  viB  be  i 
great  ease  to  the  clergy  and  a  benefit  to  the  chuidu 
We  want  glebes  more  than  the  impropriatioDi;  aad  I 
am. for  buying  them  first,  where  wantmg;  for  witboui 
them,  residence  is  impoaiible :  and,  beudes,  I  look  opA 
it  as  a  security  to  tithes  that  the  laity  have  a  shsit  a 
them ;  and  therefore  I  am  not  for  purchasing  tbem  ^ 
wheie  they  are  absolutely  necenary. 

We  shall,  I  believe^  have  some  oonsideratiooi  of  ^l^ 
thods  to  convert  the  natives ;  but  I  do  not  find  that  it 
ia  desired  by  all  that  they  should  be  converted.  Tbot 
is  a  party  among  us  that  have  little  sense  of  reli|ii» 
and  heartily  hate  the  church:  these  would  hsT«  tiK 
natives  made  Protestants;  but  such  as  themselves 4ie 
deadly  afraid  they  should  come  into  the  church,  becauc 
say  they,  this  would  strengthen  the  church  too  ooci 
Others  would  have  them  come  in,  but  can't  »ppw« 
of  the  methods  proposed,  which  are  to  preach  to  tlien 
in  their  own  language,  and  have  the  semes  m  In* 
as  our  own  canons  require.  So  that  between  tban,  i 
am  afraid  that  litde  will  be  done.   Iam,sir,youn,aXn 

WiLLUM  DDBLI5. 


TO  ARCHBISHOP  RINO. 

London.  Augoit  15,  l^JJ* 
My  Lord, — I  have  been  at  Windsor  a  fottnigbt,  vm 
whence  1  returned  two  days  ago,  and  met  a  lettff  a* 
my  lodgings  from  your  grace,  dated  July  25.  I «» 
told  it  was  sent  to  Mr.  Manly's  house,  (your  postms*?" 
sou,)  and  by  him  to  me :  so  that  I  snpooie  jvf 
grace  did  not  direct  to  Mr.  Lewis  as  formerlj,  rtte* 
wise  I  should  have  had  it  at  Windsor.  Tbe  mwa^m 
go  usually  down  to  Windsor  on  Saturday,  and  ivtart 
on  Monday  or  Tuesday  following.  I  had  little  oppf^ 
tunity  of  talking  with  my  lord-treasurer,  seefaig  wj 
only  at  court,  or  at  supper  at  third  placCB,  or  in  »«» 
company  at  his  own  lodgings.  Yesterday  I  ^  ® 
visit  him  after  dinner,  but  did  not  stay  above  sn  boon 
because  business  called  him  out.  I  read  to  him  tW 
part  of  your  grace's  letter  which  exmsses  fom  grsre» 
respects  to  him,  and  he  received  them  perfectJy*«^ 
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He  told  AM  ''he  had  ktelj  raoeiTed  a  letter  from  the 
bishops  of  IicUnd,  sabeoibed  (at  I  lemcmber)  by 
tereuteen,  acknowledging  his  favour  about  the  first* 
fruits.**  I  told  hii  lordship  **  that  some  people  in 
Ireland  doubted  whether  the  queen  had  granted  them 
before  the  duke  of  Ormond  was  declared  Ueutenant.**--* 
**  Yei,**  be  eaid,  *'eure  I  remembered  it  was  immediately 
unm  my  application/*  I  taid,  **  1  heard  the  duke  him- 
•etf  tooK  no  merit  oo  that  aooomit.**  He  answered, 
**  No,  he  was  mm  he  did  not;  he  was  the  homesteet 
gentleman  alive:  but,**  aaid  he,  ''it  is  the  queen  that 
did  it,  and  she  alone  ihall  have  the  merit** 

And  1  must  be  lo  free  as  to  tell  your  grace  that  the 
grudging,  ungrateful  manner  of  eome  people^  which 
up(^  sereral  occasions  I  could  not  bat  give  him  hints 
of  for  my  justifleation,  has  not  been  nrudent»  I  am 
sure  it  has  mndered  me  from  any  thoughti  of  pursuing 
another  afilair  of  yet  greater  consequence,  which  I  had 
good  hopes  of  comparing.  What  can  be  the  matter 
with  tiioae  people)  do  I  ask  either  money  or  thanks  of 
them?  hare  I  done  any  hurt  to  the  busineisf  My 
loid-treasarer  told  me  he  had  sent  the  letter  over  about 
the  first-fruits.  I  never  inquired  into  the  particulais : 
he  says  he  will  very  soon  answer  the  bishops*  letter  to 
himeelfy  and  will  show  me  both  letter  and  answer :  but 
I  shall  not  put  him  in  mind  unless  he  remembcn  it  of 
his  own  aocoid.  Nor,  with  great  submisrion  to  your 
grace,  can  1  prevail  on  my  own  pride  to  desire  he  would 
make  any  mention  of  me  in  his  answer.  Your  grace 
is  convinced  that  unless  I  write  a  hera  of  lies,  the 
queen  had  granted  tiiat  allkir  before  my  lord  duke  was 
named.  I  derira  to  convbuce  nobody  dse ;  and,  since 
the  thing  is  donc^  it  is  not  of  any  consequence  who  were 
instramenlal  in  it.  I  could  not  Ibrbear  yesterday 
reminding  my  lord-treasurer  of  what  I  said  to  Mr. 
Soutbwdl  belbre  his  lordship,  when  he  came  to  take 
his  leave  before  he  went  to  Ireland ;  which  was,  that  I 
hoped  Mr.  Southwell  would  let  the  bishops  and  clergy 
of  Ireland  know  that  my  lord-treasurer  had  long  since 
(before  the  duke  was  governor)  prevailed  en  the  queen 
to  remit  the  flist*fruiti,  Ac.,  and  that  it  was  his  lord- 
■hsp*s  work,  as  the  grant  of  the  same  favour  in  England 
had  formerly  been.  My  loid-treasurer  did  then  ac- 
knowledge it  before  Mr.  Southwell,  and  I  think  Mr. 
Southwell  should  have  acted  accordingly ;  but  there  is 
a  great  deal  of  isnoraace  as  well  as  ill  will  in  all  this 
matter.  The  duke  of  Ormond  himself,  had  he  engaged 
in  it  could  only  act  as  a  solicitor.  Everybody  knows 
that  the  loid-treasorer,  in  such  cases^  must  be  applied 
tu  (and  only  he)  by  thegreatest  persons.  I  should tbink 
die  people  cf  Ireland  might  rather  be  pleased  to  see 
one  of  their  own  country  able  to  find  some  credit  at 
court,  and  in  a  capacity  to  serve  them,  especially  one 
who  does  it  without  any  other  prospect  tban  that  of 
eerring  tiiem.  I  know  not  any  of  the  bishops  from 
whom  I  can  expect  any  ftKVonr,  and  there  are  not 
many  upon  whom  a  man  of  any  figure  could  have  such 
dcaigna:  but  I  will  be  revenged;  for  whenever  it  lies 
in  mj  power  I  will  serve  &e  church  and  kingdom, 
althougn  they  should  use  me  much  worse.  I  shall  dine 
lo-monow  with  die  lord-treasurer,  and  perhaps  I  may 
then  see  the  answer  he  is  to  write.  I  thought  to  have 
■Hit  tins  letter  away  to-night,  but  I  have  been  inters 
ropisd  by  business.  I  go  to  Windsor  agun  on  Satur- 
day for  a  day  or  two,  but  I  will  leave  this  behind  to  be 
sent  to  the  post; 

August  31.  I  had  wrote  dius  frtf,  and  was  forced 
to  leave  oflT,  being  hurried  away  to  Windsor  by  my 
locd-tBeaenrer,  from  whence  I  returned  but  last  niffht 
His  lonUup  gave  me  a  paper,  which  he  said  he  had 
promised  roe.  I  put  it  in  my  pocket,  thinking  it  was 
about  something  else  we  had  been  talking  over ;  and 
1  never  looked  into  it  until  just  now,  when  I  find  it 
to  be  my  lord-priniate*8  letter  to  his  lordsliip^  with  an 


enclosed  one  from  the  bishops.  With  submission,  J 
take  it  to  be  dry  enough,  although  I  shall  not  tell  his 
lordship  so.  They  say,  *'  they  are  informed  his  lord- 
ship had  a  great  part  in,**  &c.  I  think  they  should 
either  have  told  who  it  was  informed  them  so,  since  it 
ir^s  a  person  commissioned  by  themselves^  or  at 
least  have  said  they  were  assured.  And  as  for  those 
words,  a  great  part,  I  know  nobody  else  had  any 
except  the  queen  herself.  I  cannot  tell  whether  my 
lord  oas  writ  an  answer,  having  said  nothing  to  him 
of  it  since  he  gave  me  the  letters ;  nor  shall  1  desire 
to  see  it. 

As  to  the  convocation,  I  remember  both  my  lord- 
treasurer  and  Mr.  St  John  spoke  to  me  about  the 
matter,  and  were  of  the  same  opinion  with  your  graoe^ 
that  it  was  wholly  in  the  queen's  choice.  I  excused 
^ving  my  opinion,  beinv  wholly  uninformed ;  and  I 
have  beard  nothing  of  it  since. 

My  lord^keeper  gave  me  yesterday  a  bundle  of 
Irish  votes  at  Windsoi^  and  we  talked  a  good  deal 
about  the  quaitels  between  the  lords  and  commons  :  1 
say  the  foult  lay  in  not  dissolving  the  parliament; 
which  I  had  mentioned  to  the  duke  of  Ormond,  and 
often  to  some  of  those  who  were  thought  to  have  most 
credit  with  him.  But  fbey  seemed  to  believf,  as  I 
did,  that  any  Irish  parliament  would  yield  to  any- 
diing  that  any  chief  governor  pleased,  and  so  it  would 
be  a  needless  trouble. 

We  reckon  for  certam  that  Mr.  Hill  with  his  fleet 
is  gone  to  Quebec. 

Mrs.  Masham  is  every  minute  expecting  to  lie  in. 
Pray  God  preserve  her  life,  which  is  of  great  import- 
ance. 1  am,  with  the  greatest  respect,  my  lord,  your 
grace*s  most  dutiful  and  most  humble  servant, 

Jonathan  Swift. 

The  queen  has  got  a  Kght  fit  of  the  gout  The 
privy-seal  is  not  yet  di^osed  of. 

TO  ARCHBISHOP  KINO. 

Angoitte.  ITll. 
Mr  LoRD,—JPerhaps  you  will  be  content  to  know  some 
circumstances  of  affairs  here.  The  duke  of  Somerset 
usually  leaves  Windsor  on  Saturday,  when  the 
ministers  go  down  tliithcr,  and  returns  not  till  they 
are  gone.  On  Saturday  sevennight,  contrary  to  cus- 
tom, he  was  at  Windsor,  and  a  cabinet-council  was 
to  be  held  at  night ;  but  after  waiting  a  long  time, 
word  was  brought  out  that  there  would  be  no  cabinet. 
Next  day  it  was  held,  and  then  the  duke  went  to  a 
horse-race  about  three  milee  off.  This  began  to  be 
whispered ;  and  at  my  return  to  town  they  had  got  it  in 
the  city;  but  not  the  reason;  which  was,  that  Mr. 
secretary  St  John  refused  to  sit  if  the  duke  was  there. 
Last  Sunday  the  duke  was  there  again,  but  did  not 
offer  to  come  to  the  cabinet^  which  was  held  without 
him.  I  hear  the  duke  was  advised  by  his  friends  of 
the  other  party  to  take  this  step.  The  secretary  said 
to  some  of  his  acquaintance  diat  he  would  not  sit 
widi  a  man  who  had  so  often  betnyed  them,  &c. 
You  know  the  dndiess  of  Somerset  is  a  great  fovourite, 
and  has  got  the  duchess  of  Marlboroogh*s  key.  She 
is  insinuating,  and  a  woman  of  intrigue :  and  will,  I 
believe,  do  what  ill  ofiloes  she  can  to  the  secretary. 
They  would  have  hindered  her  coming  in;  but  the 
queen  said,  *'  If  it  were  so  that  she  could  not  have 
what  servants  she  liked,  she  did  not  find  how  her  con- 
dition was  mended.**  I  take  the  safety  of  the  present 
ministry  to  consist  in  the  agreement  of  three  great  men, 
lord-keeper,  lord-treasurer,  and  Mr.  Secretary ;  and  sol 
have  often  told  them  together,  between  jest  and  earnest, 
andtwoof  them  separately  with  more  seriousness.  And 
I  think  ihey  entirely  love  one  another,  as  their  dif- 
ferences are  not  of  weight  to  break  their  union.  They 
vary  a  little  about  their  notions  of  a  certain  generaL   I 
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will  not  Bay  more  at  this  distance.  I  do  not  lee  well 
how  they  can  be  without  the  secretary,  who  haa  very 
great  abilities  botli  for  the  cabinet  and  parliament. 
The  Tories  in  the  city  are  a  little  discontented  that  no 
further  changes  are  made  in  employments,  of  which  I 
cannot  learn  the  secret,  although  I  have  heard  several, 
and  from  such  who  might  tell  the  true  one  if  they 
would :  one  is,  that  lord-treasorer  professes  he  is  at  a 
loss  to  find  persons  qualified  for  several  places :  another, 
(which  is  less  believed,)  that  the  ^ueen  interposes :  a 
third,  that  it  is  a  trimming  disposition.  I  am  apt  to 
think  that  he  finds  the  caU  for  employments  greater 
than  he  can  answer  if  there  were  five  times  as  many 
to  dispose  of;  and  I  know  pi^rticularly  that  he  dislikes 
very  much  the  notion  of  people,  that  every  one  is  to  be 
turned  out.  The  treasurer  is  much  the  greatest  minis- 
ter  I  ever  knew ;  regular  in  life^  with  a  true  sense  of 
religion,  an  excellent  scholar,  and  a  good  divine,  of  a 
very  mild  and  afikble  disposition,  intrepid  in  his 
notions  and  indefatigable  in  business,  an  utter  despiser 
of  money  for  himself,  yet  frugal  (perhaps  to  an  ex- 
tremity) for  the  public.  In  private  company  he  is 
wholly  disengaged  and  very  racetious,  like  one  who 
has  no  business  at  all.  He  never  wants  a  reserve  upon 
any  emergency  which  would  appear  desperate  to 
others;  and  makes  little  use  of  those  thousand  pro- 
jectors and  schematists  who  are  daily  plying  him  with 
their  visions,  but  to  be  thoroughly  convinced,  by  the 
comparison,  that  his  own  notions  are  the  best.  I  am, 
my  lord,  with  the  greatest  respect,  your  grace's  most 
obedient,  &c«  Jonathan  Swift. 

FROM  ARCHBISHOP  KING. 

Swords,  September,  1, 1711. 
Rkvbrend  Sir, — I  have  before  me  yours  of  the  15th 
and  21st,  for  which  I  return  you  my  hearty  thanks. 
I  perceive  you  have  the  votes  of  our  commons  here^ 
and,  I  suppose,  the  address  of  the  lords  that  gave  oc- 
casion to  tnem.  I  must  let  you  know  that  I  was  very 
positive  against  the  clause  that  provoked  them,  and 
kept  the  house  in  debate  about  it  at  least  an  hour,  and 
sjwke  so  often  that  I  was  ashamed  of  myself;  yet  there 
were  but  three  negatives  to  it.  I  used  several  argu- 
ments against  the  lords  concurring  with  their  com- 
mittee, and  foretold  all  that  has  happened  upon  it. 
Upon  which  I  was  much  out  of  favour  with  the  house 
for  some  time ;  and  industry  has  been  used,  as  I  was 
informed,  to  persuade  my  lord  duke  that  what  I  did 
was  in  opposition  to  his  interest ;  but  when  I  had  the 
opportunity  to  discourse  his  grace  last,  he  was  of 
another  opinion.  And,  in  truth,  my  regard  to  his 
grace's  interest  was  the  principal  reason  of  opposing  a 
clause  that  I  foresaw  might  embarrass  his  ousiness 
here. 

There  happened  another  affair,  relating  to  one 
Langton,  of  whom  I  formerly  gave  you  some  account 
The  commons  found  him  on  the  establishment  for  a 
small  pension ;  and,  having  an  ill  notion  of  him  and 
his  informations,  they  took  this  occasion  to  examine 
his  merits ;  in  onler  to  which,  they  sent  up  a  message  to 
the  lords,  to  desire  leave  of  judge  Coste,  who  bad 
taken  his  examinations  and  those  of  his  witnesses,  to 
come  down  and  inform  the  committee ;  and  this  seemed 
the  more  necessary  because  the  examinations  taken 
by  the  council  were  burned :  but  the  lords  reftised  to 
let  the  judge  go  down,  as  desired,  and  passed  a  vote 
to  take  the  examination  of  the  matter  into  their  hands. 
This,  I  foresaw,  might  prove  another  bone  of  conten- 
tion, and  did  oppose  it,  but  with  the  same  success  as 
the  former.  Langton  pleaded  privilege,  as  chaplain  to 
the  bishop  of  Ossory,  and  rrfused  to  appear  before  the 
commons;  on  which  thay  passed  the  angry  resolves 
you  will  find  in  their  votes.  The  examination  of  this 
matter  has  noplyed  much  of  the  lords*  time  to  very 


little  purpose.  My  opposing  tfaU'waf  made  sn  ob- 
jection against  me  by  some  that  wish  now  mj  idrioe 
had  been  taken. 

Ihe  business  of  the  citv  of  DubUn,  of  which  I  gax 
you  an  account  fonnerly,  embroils  ua  very  mucb. 
We  hare,  at  the  council,  ngected  four  majon  lal 
eight  sherifiGb,  all  regularly  elected  by  the  citf ;  mm 
of  them  the  best  citiaens  in  the  town,  and  mach  iiitbr 
mterest  of  the  government  Wa  b^n  to  be  sid  of 
it;  and  I  am  afraid  that  it  may  beget  ill  bloud and 
come  into  parliament  here*  We  have  reeded  & 
elected  magistrates  in  four  other  cotporatioDi,  which 
adds  to  the  noise. '  I  own  there  wve  good  ressoMfcr 
r^ectiog  aome  of  them,  but  I  cannot  ny  the  nme  fa 
Dublin.    I  wish  this  may  not  prove  oneasy  to  ot. 

There  was  a  motion  made  at  the  eessions  for^ 
county  of  Dublin,  at  Kilmainham,  fat  an  addrm  </ 
thanks  to  her  msgesty  for  sending  lus  grace  the  dui< 
of  Ormond  to  be  our  chief-governor.  Nine  of  tk« 
justices,  that  is,  all  that  were  then  present,  a^ned  i> 
it,  and  an  address  was  ordered  to  be  drawn,  which  «a 
brought  next  morning  into  court,  and  then  there  vm 
above  a  score  that  seemed  to  have  come  on  porpoK, 
and  promised  that  it  should  be  rneeted  by  a  majontv ; 
for  mis  reason  only,  that  it  would  entaU  a  Mtouty 
on  tiiem  to  address  in  favour  of  every  new  loid-hea- 
tenant  or  disobUge  him.  For  which  reaaoD  it  «« 
rejected  also  in  my  lord  Wharton's  time.  This  w- 
ways  concerns  his  grace  himsdf ;  but,  in  my  opinio-, 
ought  to  lessen  the  esteem  of  some  persons'  umagt- 
ment  that  attempt  things  which  would  be  betUr  Vr. 
alone  where  they  cannot  be  earned  without  opoonLtv.. 

The  house  of  commons  seem  to  have  recnved  ill  b»- 
piessions  of  some.  They  reckon  my  lord  duke'i  xii 
visers  as  if  they  were  secretly  his  enemiei,  and  desifsrl 
to  betray  htm.  They  generally  seem  peraiwktl  tU 
his  grace  is  a  sincere  honest  man,  and  muit  in  de  c.< 
terest  of  the  kingdom  of  any  chief-govcnior  they  caa 
ever  expect;  and  that  therefore  they  ought  to  sappm 
him  to  the  utmost  of  their  power,  aiid  declare  that  tv 
quarrels  his  enemies  raiie  shall  not  hinder  them  (r*^ 
doing  whatever  he  shall  reasonably  desire  from  thtx^ 
or  her  majesty's  service  require ;  and,  as  an  insunct  • 
their  sincerity  in  this,  they  have  granted  funds  for  '•  • 
years  from  Christmas  last;  whocas  at  first  ihej  i^ 
tended  only  two  yean  from  the  preoedix^  34tk  J 
June. 

I  have  been  preaching  a  doctrine  that  areaxs  stnr.-* 
to  some :  it  is,  mat  her  majesty  and  the  mmitfxy  s-^ 
be  inclined  to  employ  such  as  may  tie  a  hdp  and  v^ 
port  to  their  interest,  and  not  a  dog.    I  mean,  !t^' 
Uiew  subaltema  should,  by  their  prudence  and  ilw 
terity,  be  able  to  remove  any  misundetatandxifgs  C^ 
may  be  between  the  government  and  the  people,  u  i 
help  to  beget  in  them  a  good  notion  of  the  mimrtr% 
and  by  all  means  avoid  such  things  as  may  embacsM 
or  beget  jealousies;  so  that  the  biudeu  or  odium  m* 
not  fidl  on  the  ministry  where  any  harsh  thinp  baf ;«.  • 
to  be  done :  that  it  seems  to  me  to  be  the  duty  of  t&« 
in  posts  to  ayoid  unnecessary  disputes,  and  nrt  t^  ■  & 
pect  that  the  ministry  will  interpose  to  cxtricssr  t^  s 
when  they,  without  necessity,  nave  involved  f£«^.- 
wives.     I^t  some  are  of  a  different  opinaoo,  sad  ^^t  - 
to  think  that  they  have  no  more  to  do  when  tbry  ca>*' 
with  difficulties,  perhaps  of  their  own  crealiog.  ila.i 
call  in  the  mimstry  and  desire  them  to  deridr 
matter  hy  power ;  a  method  that  I  do  not  afisovc,  t. 
has  it  succeeded  well  with  former  gotemocs   bss- 
witness  lord  Sydney  and  lord  Wharton,  ia  the  cam    « 
the  convocation. 

There  really  needs  but  one  thing  to  quiet  tbr  {«»  f  •■ 
of  Ireland,  and  it  is  to  convince  them  that  tbar  m  .• 
eye  to  the  pretender.     Great  industry  has  htfa»  a.  k 
still  is,  used  to  bugbear  them  with  that  fiw.     I  t^ 
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lieve  it  is  orer  with  jtra ;  bat  it  will  require  tjme  and 
pmdeDt  methodi  to  quiet  the  people  here,  that  have 
been  poMeaaed  for  twenty-two  yean  with  a  continual 
appreheoiion  that  he  if  at  the  door,  and  that  a  oertun 
kiud  of  people  designed  to  bring  him  in.  The  circum- 
itaxicea  of  Vm  kingdom,  from  what  they  law  and  felt 
under  king  Jamee,  make  the  diead  of  him  much  greater 
than  it  can  be  with  yon. 

Am  to  oar  convocation,  a  letter  came  fhim  her 
majesty  to  give  us  licence  to  act ;  but  it  nowise  pleased 
ioni«  people,  and  so  it  was  sent  back  to  be  modelled  to 
their  mind,  but  returned  again  without  alteration.  It 
came  not  to  us  till  the  day  the  parliament  adjourned. 
1  was  at  that  time  obliged  to  attend  tiie  council,  there 
being  a  hearing  of  the  Quakers  against  a  bill  for  re- 
coTcring  tithes.  In  my  absence  they  adjourned  till 
the  meeting  of  the  parliament,  without  to  mach  as 
voting  thanks  or  appointing  a  committee.  The  things 
that  displeased  some  in  the  licence  were,  first,  that  my 
lord-primate  was  not  the  sole  president,  so  as  to  appoint 
whom  he  pleased  to  act  in  his  absence.  The  lecond 
was,  the  consideration  of  proper  methods  to  convert  die 
a^ivei,  against  which  some  nave  set  themselves  with 
ail  their  might  The  third  if,  what  concerns  plu- 
ralitics  and  residence,  which  some  have  not  patience 
to  bear  of,  -  The  lower  house  seem  to  have  the  matter 
more  at  heart;  for  they  have  appointed  committees 
duriug  the  recest,  and  are  doing  fomething. 

I  cannot  but  admire  that  you  should  be  at  a  loss  to 
find  what  is  the  matter  with  those  that  would  neither 
allow  you  nor  any  one  ebe  to  get  anything  for  the 
•errice  of  the  church  or  the  public.  It  is  with  sub- 
miMton  the  sillieft  query  I  ever  fbund  made  by  Dr. 
Swift  You  know  tWe  are  fome  that  would  affume 
tt>  themaelvef  to  be  the  only  churchmen  and  managers, 
ind  cannot  endure  that  anything  fhould  be  done  but 
by  tfaemsdivef,  and  in  their  own  way ;  and  had  rather 
that  all  good  things  proposed  should  miscarry  than  be 
thought  to  come  fiom  other  hands  than  their  own; 
whose  buainest  is  to  leawn  everybody  else,  and  obstract 
whatever  is  attempted,  though  of  the  greatest  advan- 
tmip>  to  church  and  state,  if  it  be  not  from  their  own 
l«rty.  And  yet,  so  far  as  I  have  hidierto  observed,  I 
*io  not  remember  an  instance  of  their  proposing,  much 
\cm  prosecuting  with  succefs,  anything  for  the  public 
j^Qod.  They  seem  to  have  a  much  better  hand  at  ob- 
■tnieting  others  and  embarrassing  affsirs  than  at  pro- 
po»ing  or  prosecuting  any  good  detign. 

TkMeee  seem  as  uneasy  that  more  alterations  are  not 
made  here  as  those  you  mention  are  with  you.  The 
reason  is  very  plain ;  they  would  fain  get  into  employ* 
meota,  which  cannot  -be  without  removes;  but  1  have 
vfitn  observed  tfiat  none  are  more  eager  for  posts  than 
such  as  are  least  fit  for  them.     I  do  not  see  how  a  new 

{larl  lament  would  much  mend  things  here ;  for  there  is 
ittle  choice  of  men :  perhaps  it  might  be  for  the  worse^ 
TtAm  ne  sf oh/Am;  though  I  always  thought  the  honest 
part  is,  to  allow  the  people  to  speak  their  sense  on  the 
change  of  aflaiis  by  new  representatives.  I  do  not 
find  that  those  that  have  embanasaed  the  present 
a»t]<ned  a  new  one ;  but  they  thought  the  conunonsso 
mnive,  that  they  might  carry  what  they  pleased, 
w^iatever  their  design  might  be.  If  they  prosecute  the 
praient  measures,  I  believe  they  will  make  new  ones 
oecesaary  when  there  shall  be  occasion  to  bave  a  new 

sf^ion. 

I  pray  most  heartily  for  her  majesty  and  her  mmis- 
tffi ;  and  am  inclined  to  believe  that  it  is  one  of  (he 
m<»t  dilBcalt  parts  of  dwir  present  circumstances  to 
find  proper  instruments  to  execute  their  good  inten- 
tMius,  notwithstanding  the  great  crowds  that  offer  them- 
•elvcs;  particularly,  my  lord-treasurer's  welfare  is  at 
heart  wtdi  all  good  men ;  I  am  sore  with  none  more 
Chan,  iwerand  sir,  kc  William  Dublin. 


FROM  AHCHMSHOP  KING. 


CThia  latter  is  notieed  in  the  Jomnal  to  StoUa} 

Sworda,  Saptember  1. 1711. 

Revbrbnd  Sib, — ^I  got  a  little  retirement  here,  and 
made  uae  of  it  to  wnte  you  by  the  present  packet  I 
promised  to  say  something  as  to  your  own  i^aira;  and 
the  first  thing  is,  not  to  neglect  yourself  on  this  oc- 
casion, but  to  make  use  of  the  fiivour  and  interest  you 
have  at  present  to  procure  you  some  preferment  that 
may  be  cdled  a  settlement  Years  come  on,  and 
after  a  certain  age^  if  a  man  be  not  in  a  station  that 
may  be  a  step  to  a  better,  he  seldom  goes  higher.  It 
ik  with  men  as  with  beauties,  if  they  pass  the  flower, 
they  grow  stale  and  lie  for  ever  neglected.  I  know 
you  are  not  ambitious ;  but  it  is  prudence,  not  am- 
bition, to  get  into  a  station  that  may  make  a  man  easy, 
and  prevent  contempt  when  he  grows  in  years.  You 
certamly  may  now  nave  an  opportunity  to  provide  for 
yourael^  and  I  entreat  you  not  to  nq;ltet  it. 

The  second  thing  that  I  would  have  you  to  consider 
is,  that  God  has  given  you  parte  and  learning  and  a 
happy  tum  of  mind,  and  that  you  are  anfwerable  for 
those  talente  to  God:  and  therdbre  I  advise  you,  and 
believe  it  to  be  your  duty,  to  set  younelf  to  some 
serious  and  ufeful  subject  in  your  profefsion,  and  to 
manage  it  so  that  it  may  be  of  use  to  the  world.  I  am 
persuaded  that,  if  you  will  apply  yourself  this  way,  you 
are  well  able  to  do  it ;  and  mat  your  knowledge  of  the 
world  and  readiqg  will  enable  you  to  furnish  such  a 
piece,  with  such  uncommon  renuuks,  as  will  render  it 
both  profitable  and  agreeable  above  most  things  that 
pass  tne  prees.  Say  not  that  most  subjects  in  divinity 
are  exhausted;  for,  if  you  look  into  Dr.  Wilkius' 
Heads  of  Matters,  which  you  will  find  in  his  <*  Gift  of 
Preaching,''  you  will  he  surprised  to  find  so  many 
necesfary  and  ufeful  headf  that  no  authort  have 
meddled  with,  lliere  are  some  common  themes  that 
have  emfiloyed  muldtudes  of  authors,  but  the  must 
carious  and  difficult  are  in  a  manner  untouched,  and 
a  good  genius  will  not  fail  to  produce  something  new 
and  surprinng  on  die  most  trite,  much  more  on  those 
that  others  have  avoided,  merely  because  they  were 
above  their  parts. 

Asfuie  yourself  that  your  interest,  af  well  af  duty, 
lequires  tins  from  you ;  and  you  will  find  that  it  wQl 
answer  some  objections  against  you,  if  you  thus  show 
the  world  that  you  have  patience  and  comprehension  of 
thought  to  go  through  wiUi  such  a  subject  of  weight 
and  learning. 

You  will  pardon  me  this  freedom,  which  I  assure  yon 
proceeds  from  a  sincere  kindness  and  true  value  that  I 
have  for  you.  I  will  add  no  more  but  my  hearty  prayers 
for  you.    I  am,  Dr.  Swift,  yours,    William  Dublin. 

TO  DR.  FRANCIS  ATTERBURY, 
DBAN  OP  CHBIST  CHUBCH. 

Saptember  1, 1711. 
Sib,— I  congratulate  witfi  the  college,  the  university, 
and  the  kingdom,  and  condole  with  myself  upon  your 
new  dignity.*  The  virtue  I  would  affect  by  putting 
my  own  iutereste  out  of  the  case  has  failed  me  in  this 
juncture.  I  only  consider  that  I  shall  want  your  con- 
versation, your  friendship,  your  protection,  and  your 
good  offices  when  I  can  least  spare  them.»»  I  would 
have  come  among  the  crowd  of  those  who  make  you 
compUmente  on  lis  occasion,  if  I  coidd  have  brought 
a  cheerful  countenance  widi  me.  I  am  full  of  envy. 
It  is  too  much  in  so  bad  an  age  for  a  penon  so  in- 
clined, and  so  able  to  do  good,  to  have  so  great  a  scene 
of  showiog  his  inclination  and  abilities. 

■  ThadaMaryofCauiatChoreh. 

b  Aa  the  intimacy  between  thoae  two  great  men  Md  not  then 
b«?n  of  long  atandlng.  it  m*y  be  »miuiiiff  to  trace  iU  ruemiiA 
pmgnaa.  fft  which  aaa  J<mrmi  to  SteTto,  April  ts,  ITll-i 
Febraary  M,  17  is. 
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If  great  ministen  take  tip  this  exploded  cuitom  of 
rewarding  merit,  I  must  retire  to  Ireland  and  wait  for 
better  times.  The  college  and  you  ought  to  pray  for 
another  change  at  court,  otherwise  I  can  easily  foretel 
that  their  joy  and  your  quiet  will  be  short.  Let  me 
advise  you  to  place  your  books  in  moveable  cases :  lay 
in  no  great  stock  of  wine^  nor  make  any  great  altera- 
tians  in  your  lodgings  at  Christ  Church,  unless  you  are 
sure  they  are  such  as  your  successor  will  approve  and 
pay  for.  I  am  afraid  the  poor  college  little  thinks  of 
this, 

"  Qui  nune  te  flnxitur  eiedalus  snrsl." 

I  am  going  to  Windsor  with  Mr.  Secretary,  and 
hope  to  wait  on  you  either  at  Bridewell  or  Chelsea.  I 
am,  with  great  respect  and  esteem,  sir,  your  most 
obedient  and  most  obliged  humble  servant, 

Jonathan  Swift. 

TO  ARCHBISHOP  KINO. 

Windior  Cutle,  October  1, 17 U. 
Mr  Lord, — I  had  the  honour  of  a  long  letter  from  your 
grace  about  a  month  ago,  which  I  forebore  acknowledg- 
ing sooner,  because  I  have  been  ever  since  perpetually 
tossed  between  this  and  London,  and  partly  because 
there  had  nothing  happened  that  might  msJce  a  letter 
worthy  ^e  perusal.  It  is  the  opinion  of  some  great 
persons  here  that  the  words  which  the  house  of 
commons  took  amiss  in  your  address  might  very  well 
bear  an  application  that  concerned  only  my  lord 
Wharton.  I  find  they  are  against  my  opinion  that  a 
new  parliament  should  have  been  called ;  but  all  agree 
it  must  now  be  dissolved :  but,  in  short,  we  are  so 
extremely  busy  here  that  noting  of  Ireland  is  talked 
on  above  a  day  or  two ;  that  of  the  city  election  I  have 
oftenest  heard  of;  and  the  proceeding  of  your  court  in 
it,  it  is  tboiight,  might  have  been  wiser.  I  find  your 
grace  seems  to  be  of  my  opinion,  and  so  I  told  my 
lord-treasurer.  I  think  yoilr  Kilmainhan\  project  of 
an  address  was  a  very  foolish  one,  and  that  for  the 
reason  of  tiiose  who  were  against  it.  I  hope  Ireland 
will  soon  be  equally  convinced  with  us  here  that^  if 
the  pretender  be  in  anybody's  thoughts,  it  is  of  those 
they  least  dream,  and  who  now  are  in  no  condition  of 
doing  miscbief  to  any  but  themselves.  As  for  your 
convocation,  I  believe  everything  there  will  terminate 
in  good  wishes.  You  can  do  nothing  now,  and  will 
not  meet  again  these  two  years ;  and  then,  I  suppose, 
only  to  give  money,  and  away.  There  should,  me- 
tbinks,  in  the  interval,  be  some  projjosals  considered 
and  agreed  upon  by  the  bishops  and  principal  men  of 
the  clergy  to  nave  all  ready  against  the  next  meeting; 
and  even  that  I  despair  of,  for  a  thousand  reasons  too 
tedious  to  mention. 

My  admiring  at  the  odd  proceedings  of  those  among 
the  bishops  and  clergy  who  are  angry  with  me  for 
getting  their  fittt-fhiits  was  but  a  form  of  speech.  I 
cannot  sincerely  wonder  at  any  proceedings  in  numbers 
of  men,  and  especially  (1  must  venture  to  say  so)  in 
Ireland.  Meantime,  it  is  a  good  jest  to  bear  my  lord- 
treasurer  saying,  often  before  a  deal  of  company,  *'  that 
it  was  I  that  got  the  clergy  of  Ireland  their  first-fruits  ;** 
and  generally  with  this  addition,  "  that  it  was  before 
the  duke  of  Ormond  was  declared  lord-lieutenant.** 
His  lordship  has  long  designed  an  answer  to  the  letter 
he  received  from  the  bishops ;  he  has  told  me  ten  times 
"  he  would  do  it  to-morrow.**  He  goes  to  London  this 
day,  but  I  continue  here  for  a  week.  I  shall  refresh 
his  memory,  and  engage  my  lord  Harley  his  son  to  do 
so  too. 

I  suppose  your  grace  cannot  but  hear  in  general  of 
some  steps  that  are  making  toward  a  peace.  There 
came  out  some  time  ago  an  account  of  Mr.  Prior*s 
journey  to  France,  pretended  to  be  a  txanslatiou :  it  is 
a  pure  invention  from  the  beginning  to  the  end.    I 


will  let  your  grace  into  Ihe  seeieft  of  it  The  cIssmkui 
of  a  party  against  any  peaoe  without  Spun,  and  niliog 
at  the  ministry  as  if  they  designed  to  ruin  os,  ooca- 
stoned  that  produetion,  out  of  indi^ity  and  contenpt, 
by  way  of  nimislung  fools  sometniAg  to  talk  of;  id 
it  has  had  a  rery  great  elTect  Meantime^  your  gnoe 
may  count  that  a  peaoe  is  going  forwaid  vciy  Cml 
Mr.  Prior  was  actually  in  France :  and  there  arc  bos 
twa  ministen  [Mods.  Menager  ana  the  abb^  du  Boiij 
from  that  court  in  London,  which  you  may  be  pRitj 
sure  of,  if  you  believe  what  I  tell  yon,  that  I  nppRl 
with  them  myself  in  the  house  where  I  am  now  writa^, 
Saturday  last ;  neither  do  I  find  it  to  be  a  very  poi 
secret;  for  there  wera  two  gentlemen  more  with  ui 
beside  the  inviter.  However,  I  denre  your  grace  to  m 
nothing  of  it  because  it  may  look  like  Ughtnen  in  m 
to  teU  it:  M(r.  Piiat  was  witti  us  too»  but  what  ther 
names  are  I  cannot  tell;  for  I  beUeve  thoie  the; 
passed  by  when  I  was  there  aw  not  their  reil  ooa 
All  matters  are  agreed  between  France  and  u»ttid 
very  much  to  the  advantage  and  bononr  of  KngUsdi 
but  I  believe  no  further  steps  will  be  taken  withcut 
giving  notice  to  the  allies.  I  do  not  tell  yotir  gnce 
one  syllable  as  coming  f^m  any  great  mimiter;  td 
therefore  I  do  not  betray  diem.  But  there  are  (Aa 
ways  of  picking  out  thinga  in  a  court ;  however,  I  tuM 
desire  you  will  not  discover  any  of  thew  little  yu' 
ticulars,  nor  pite  me  upon  any  account  at  all ;  fff 
great  men  may  think  I  tell  things  from  theiD,althougii 
1  have  them  from  other  hands;  in  which  last  cav col;. 
I  venture  to  repeat  them  to  one  I  can  confide  in,  ffid 
one  at  to  neat  a  distance  as  your  grace. 

I  humUy  thank  your  grace  for  the  goodopnioBfc* 
an  pleased  to  have  of  me ;  and  for  your  advice,  thick 
seems  to  be  wholly  grounded  on  it.  As  to  the  &^ 
which  relates  to  my  fortone,  I  shall  never  be  abW  b 
make  myself  believed  how  indifferent  I  am  about  it.  1 
sometimes  have  the  pleasure  of  making  that  of  otbcn; 
and  I  fear  it  is  too  great  a  nleaaure  to  be  a  rirtue,  <t 
least  in  me.  Perhaps  in  Ireland  I  may  not  be  able  to 
prevent  contempt  any  other  way  than  by  making  mj 
fortune ;  but  then  it  is  my  oomfoit  that  GODtanpf  '^^ 
Ireland  will  be  no  sort  of  mortitioation  to  me;  "  l>ai 
I  was  last  in  Ireland  I  was  above  half  the  time  r^ 
to  one  scurvy  acre  of  ground,  and  |  ^ways  left  it  vitk 
regret  I  am  as  well  received  and  known  at  court  fii 
perhaps  any  man  erer  was  of  my  levd ;  I  have  ktme^l 
been  the  like.  I  left  it  then,  and  will  pezfa^a  lc«ve  it 
now  (when  they  please  to  let  me),  without  any  cooee^ 
but  what  a  few  months  will  remove.  It  is  my  ouxis) 
to  leave  great  ministers  to  do  as  they  pLeaie;  and  ifl 
cannot  distinguish  myself  enough  by  beipg  oKf>^  j^ 
such  a  way  aa  becomes  a  man  of  conscienee  aB<> 
honour,  I  can  do  no  more;  for  I  never  wiU  wUcitfe 
myself,  although  I  often  do  lor  otben. 

The  o&er  part  of  your  grace*s  advice,  to  be  nd* 
way  useful  to  the  church  and  the  public  $y  any  takot 
you  are  pleased  to  think  I  possess,  is  the  omy  thing  ^ 
which  I  flhould  desire  aome  settlement  thatwoold  TO»t 
me  full  master  of  mj  time.  I  have  often  thought « 
some  subjects,  wherem  I  believe  I  might  succeed;  \f^ 
my  lord,  to  ask  a  man  floating  at  sea  what  bedeags»* 
to  do  when  he  goes  on  ahore  is  too  hasty  a  qaettooi 
let  him  get  there  first,  and  rest  and  dry  hiotfel^  ^ 
then  look  about  him.  I  have  been  nretty  well  kw'*' 
to  several  great  men  in  my  life ;  and  it  was  tb^dutv* 
if  they  diou^t  I  might  have  been  of  use,  to  pot  mc 
into  a  capaciW  for  it ;  but  I  never  yet  knev  ooegffi^ 
man  in  my  life  who  was  not  every  day  svayed  ty 
other  motives  in  distributing  his  fafoun,  whattrv^ 
lutions  he  had  pretended  to  make  to  the  contrsry. 
was  saying  a  thmg  the  other  day  to  my  lafd-kecptf* 
which  he  approved  of,  and  which  I  believe  nay  w" 
reason  of  tkis:  it  was,  "  that  persons  of  traDKCodei} 
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merit  foreed  Ibrir  "way  lit  ipiM  of  all  obttaclci ;  bat 
tbu^  whoee  merit  was  of  a  second,  third,  or  fomtfa  rate, 
were  aeldom  able  to  do  anything  hecanae  the  knaret 
aiid  duiaoea  of  the  world  had  all  the  impudence, 
««duity,  flattery,  and  aerrile  compliance  divided 
among  tfaiem,  whic^  kept  them  perpetually  in  the  way, 
ami  engaged  everybody  to  be  their  aolicitort.**  I  waa 
atking  a  great  minister,  a  month  a|^,  *'  how  he  could 
pmtibly  happen  to  pick  out  a  certam  person  to  employ 
in  a  commiauon  of  discovering  abuaee^  who  was  this 
mast  notorious  for  the  constant  practice  of  the  greatest 
abuses  tn  that  tery  kind,  and  was  rery  well  known  not 
to  he  at  all  refonned  Y*  He  said,  '*  he  knew  all  diis ; 
Kut  what  would  I  haye  him  to  dof *  I  answend, 
*'  Send  any  one  of  your  fbotmen,  and  command  him 
TO  choose  out  the  first  likely  genteel  fellow  he  sees 
in  the  streets ;  for  such  a  one  ought  posnbly  be  honesty 
but  he  was  sore  the  other  was  not^  and  yet  they  hare 
employed  him.** 

1  promise  your  gnee  that  this  diall  be  the  last  sally 
I  shall  ever  nuike  to  a  court,  and  that  I  will  return  as 
soon  as  I  can  have  leave.  I  have  no  great  pleasure  in 
mx  present  manner  of  living,  often  invdlvea  in  ^ings 
that  perplex  me  very  much,  and  which  try  my  patience 
to  the  utmost ;  teaaed  every  day  by  solictors,  vnio  have 
>i>  Httle  sense  as  to  think  I  have  either  credit  or  indi- 
oaiinn  to  he  theiie,  idthough  they  see  I  am  able  to  get 
iMtthing  fSor  myself.  But  I  find  I  am  grown  very 
ttflioua,  and  therefore  conclude,  with  &e  greatest 
nvpect,  my  lord,  ftc.  Jomathan  Swivt. 

TBOM  ABGHBI8H0P  KINO. 

DuUio.  October  27. 17U. 
RarsKKND  Su,-— I  have  before  me  yours  of  the  1st  in- 
stant,  bat  bare  been  so  employed  with  attending  parlia- 
nmxt,  cfmvocation,  and  privy-counctl,  that  I  could 
nritber  compose  my  thoughts  to  write  nor  find  time* 
Hesidea,  our  business  is  all  in  a  hurry ;  and  I  may 
say.  in  finc^  that  things  admit  of  no  perfect  account. 
On  Wedmday  ^e  corn-bill,  which  the  commons 
seraied  to  Talne  most,  was  thrown  out,  because  it  re- 
served a  power  to  the  lord-lieutenant  and  council  heie 
to  probabat  or  permit  the  transportation  of  gnun  at  any 
time.  Thee  was  a  design  to  fall  on  tlie  privy-oouBcU 
ufniu  diia  occasion ;  but  gentlemen  would  not  come 
iiito  it;  which  showed  &y  had  some  wit  in  their 
atigcr.  And  I  am  still  of  opinion  tha^  with  tolerable 
fotyd  management,  this  would  have  been  as  quiet  a 
acMron  as  has  been  in  Ireland ;  but  the  Dublin  bosi- 
ueasi,  tbe  address  of  the  lords,  Laogton's  aflair,*  and 
nam  Higgins's^  have  exasperated  the  commons  to  such 
a  heigiit,  that  will,  as  you  observe^  make  this  parlia- 
m«>nt  to  be  impracticable  any  longer.  It  is  true^  the 
l<ir«]a*  addxcm  might  have  bMn  interpreted  to  aim  at 
kjni  Wbaitoo,  and  was  partly  so  intended ;  but  it  was 
ill  exfweased  to  bear  that  sense;  and  besidei^  what 
did  It  sigDify  £v  us  to  show  our  resentment,  when  it 
CiMild  only  provoke  a  great  man  to  revenge^  and  could 
ruA  reach  bin  9 

As  to  tbe  fiist-frniti  and  twentieth  parts,  nobody 
bere  dare  say  that  anybody  beside  the  doke  of  Qr> 
s^Hid  itfoeured  them,  but  his  grace  himself;  who,  for 
aui^t  I  can  leam,  never  assumed,  either  publicly  or 
fvivatdy,  any  sadi  merit  to  himself;  and  yet  I  con- 
fers it  it  not  amim  (bat  it  should  be  thou^t  he  did 
f  boee  tbingi,  for  he  conld  not  think  of  governing  the 


•  Doo^airk  Lu^ttoa,  clerk,  ftmneriy  a  Mar.  had  accused 
I.«i-wt«  MeasBk  esq.,  loui  other  Proteetaatgeatleaieaor  the  ooiiaty 
of  yftm  1lsaSh,wfeBieriae  hileaB  aaaodaflon  agaliiak  th«  oneen 
hwwmielnr;  vpanwnkktfMhoQMof  oommuna  in  Irakasd. 
tfie  §tk  or  Aiigasi  Mil,  voted  aereml  eiroag  veaohitioiu 
tba  said  LaogMn^  dariariag  his  ehutge  agaiBil  Mr. 
^>*  •'mn.  i^c. .  to  b»  fiUae,  ROundlcM,  and  naliekiiia :  end  raaoWed 
t .  I  «t  an  addi—  ahottld  be  f  reamted  to  the  lord-Ueatanant,  the 
«i  •  i  Ice  of 


«  J 


I,  to  dsitoe  that  bar  ntajaaly  would  ofdar  the 
Is  be  atraek  off  lbs  eelBbUahiBsnt  of  iMlaod. 


kingdom  if  it  be  not  believed  that  be  baa  great  interest 
at  court  $  and  if  that  did  not  appear  by  some  favours 
of  moment  obtained  for  Uie  kingdom,  none  would  sup- 
pose it.  He  is  traly  a  modest,  generous,  awl  honest 
man;  and  assure  younelf,  that  whatever  disturbance 
he  has  met  with  proceeds  iirom  his  sticking  too  close 
to  his  friends.  It  is  a  pity  such  a  fault  should  hurt  a 
man.  I  send  you  enclosed  the  papers  that  relate  to 
Mr.  Higgins.  Lord  Santry  was  heard  against  him, 
before  the  lord-lieutenant  and  council,  October  27  ;  he 
was  allowed  only  to  prove  the  articles  in  his  petition 
that  are  marked  with  P,  and  he  seemed  to  prove  them 
pretty  fblly ;  but  Mr.  Higgins,  not  having  yet  made 
his  defence,  I  can  give  no  judgment.  By  tbe  testi- 
mony of  the  lower  house  of  convocation  in  his  favour, 
you  will  see  how  heartily  they  espouse  him.  And 
surdy  both  pains  and  art  have  been  used  to  screen 
him  :  with  what  effect  you  shall  hear  when  the  matter 
is  concluded.  I  wish  every  good  man  may  meet  widi 
as  good  imd  as  fhst  friends  as  be  has  done.  I  send  you 
likewise  tibe  votes  that  kept  the  commons  in  debate 
fVom  eleven  in  the  morning  till  seven  at  night.  The 
question  was  carried  in  tbe  negative  by  two  accidents : 
me  going  out  of  one  member  by  chance  to  speak  to 
somebody  at  die  putting  the  que^on,  and  tile  coming 
in  of  another,  in  his  bbote,  at  tnerery  minute.  If  either 
had  not  b^pened,  ft  had  goot  the  other  way.  The 
personal  affection  to  the  dcdte  of  Otmond  divided  the 
bouse.  If  thej  could  have  seperated  him  fhrtn  some 
othen^  tiie  majority  had  been  great.  You  may  easily 
fhmi  ^is  see  what  way  the  bent  of  this  kingdom  goes, 
and  that  garbling  oorporatioos  noways  pleases  them. 

We  have  several  printed  accounts  of  preliminaries 
of  the  peace ;  but  I  believe  them  all  amusements ;  for 
I  imagine  none  of  the  common  scribblers  know  any^ 
thing  of  them  at  alL  I  pmy  God  they  may  be  such 
as  may  secure  us  from  a  new  war ;  though,  I  believe, 
(he  death  of  the  emperor  makes  a  lasting  peace  much 
more  difficult  than  Mfore.  That  depends  on  a  balance, 
and  to  that  three  things  seem  so  necesnry  tiiat  any 
two  may  stop  the  third ;  but  now  all  is  reduced  to  two. 
I  reckon,  as  soon  as  the  peace  is  settled,  the  dauphin 
^in  be  taken  out  of  the  way,  and  then  France  and 
Spain  will  fkll  into  one  hand :  a  surmise  I  have  had 
in  mind  ever  rince  Philip  got  Spain;  I  was  of 
opinion  that,  if  we  could  have  been  secured  against 
this  accident  there  had  been  no  need  of  a  war  at  all. 

As  to  the  convocation,  I  told  you  formerly  how  we 
lost  all  the  time  of  a  recess  by  a  precipitate  adjourn- 
ment made  by  five  bishops,  when  the  archbishop  of 
Ttiam,  and  as  man^of  us  bswere  of  the  privy-council, 
were  absent,  attending  at  the  board,  upon  a  bearing  of 
the  Quakers  against  die  bill  Ibr  the  recovery  of  tidies. 
Since  the  meeting  of  fiie  parliament  after  the  recess, 
we  have  attended  pretty  closely,  have  dmwn  up  and 
agreed  to  six  or  seven  canom^  and  have  dmwn  up  a 
representation  of  the  state  of  religion  as  to  infldebty, 
heresy,  impiety,  and  popery.  We  have  gone  through 
likewise,  and  agreed  to,  a  part  of  this ;  but  I  doubt  we 
shall  not  be  able  to  finish  it  We  have  also  before  us 
the  conrideration  of  residence  and  the  means  of  con- 
verthig  papists.  This  last  sent  up  fW>m  the  lower 
house.  But  I  reckon  it  not  posrible  to  finish  these 
things  this  session.    I  need  not  tell  you  that  mv  lord- 

Erimate*s  indisposition  is  a  great  clog  to  despatch ;  but 
e  is  resolved  none  else  slml  have  the  chair.  So  we 
dispense  with  many  things  that  otherwise  I  believe  we 
^(nild  not.  We  had  onlpr  two  church  bills  at  this 
time ;  one  for  unions,  which  was  thrown  out  in  our 
house,  and  another  for  recovery  of  tithes,  which  I 
understand  will  be  thrown  out  by  the  commons.  Our 
session  draws  near  an  end,  and  everybody  ii  tired  of  it 

William  Dublih. 
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FROM  ARCHBISHOP  KINO. 

October  81. 1711. 
To>DAr  we  had  another  hearing  at  council  conoemtng 
Mr.  Higgins*!  busineM.  Some  of  his  witneuei  were 
examicMd.  So  far  at  we  have  yet  heard,  it  does  not 
appear  to  me  that  they  have  yet  cleared  him  of  tarn* 
pering  with  witnems,  shifting  recogniaanoet,  or  com- 
pounding felonies;  but,  it  is  said,  these  things  are 
common  in  the  country ;  and  perhaps  that  will  save 
him.  And  know  not  how  ftr  his  other  witnesses, 
that  are  yet  to  be  examined,  may  clear  him.  ^  The 
hearing  luted  above  tiiree  hours.  I  was  unwilling  to 
make  this  packet  too  large,  so  I  have  enclosed  the  other 
prints  in  another.  I  want  some  afBdavits  of  gentle- 
men, in  which  they  depose  Mr.  Higgins*i  case  to  con- 
tain many  falsehoods.    I  am  ftc 

WiLUAM  Dublin. 


FROM  ARCHBISHOP  KINO. 

Dablio.  November  1. 1711. 
REVBBEifD  Sir,—- I  have  considered  that  part  of  your 
letter  &at  relates  to  your  own  concerns.  I  find  you, 
in  earnest,  very  indifferent  as  to  making  your  fortune ; 
but  you  ought  not  to  be  so,  for  a  weighty  reason  you  in- 
sinuate yonnelf,  that  you  cannot,  without  a  settlement, 
be  master  of  your  Ume  in  such  a  manner  as  to  apply 
yourself  to  do  something  that  may  be  useful  to  the 
church.  I  know  it  is  not  in  your  power  to  do  it  when 
you  please,  but  something  may  be  done  toward  it.  Get 
but  a  letter  to  the  government  from  my  lord-treasurer 
for  the  flist  good  preferment;  and  you  will  at  the 
same  time  fill  it  with  a  good  man,  and  perhaps  pre- 
vent a  bad  one  firom  getting  into  iL  Sure  there  is  no 
immodesty  in  gettmg  such  a  recommendation.  Con- 
sider that  years  grow  upon  you ;  and  after  fifty,  both 
body  and  mind  decay.  I  have  several  things  on  the 
anvil,  and  near  finished,  that  perhaps  might  be  use- 
ful if  published ;  but  the  continual  avocation  by  busi- 
ness, the  impositions  on  me  by  impertinent  visits,  and 
the  uneasiness  of  writing,  which  grows  more  intolerable 
to  me  every  day,  I  doubt  will  prevent  my  going  any 
further.  Therefore  lose  no  time ;  ^wt  non  ttt  hodie,  craa 
mima  apivt  erit,  I  am  sure  you  are  able  to  do  good 
service ;  and  give  me  leave  to  be  importunate  with  you 
to  go  about  it  Casar  wrote  his  Commentaries  under 
Uie  hurry  and  fatigues  of  a  general ;  and  perhaps  a 
man's  spirit  is  never  more  awakened,  nor  his  thoughts 
better,  tnan  in  the  intervals  of  a  hurry  of  business. 
Read  Erasmuses  Life,  and  youll  find  it  was  almost  a 
continual  journey.  You  see  how  malicious  some  are 
towards  you,  in  printing  a  parcel  of  trifles,  falsely,  as 
your  works.  This  makes  it  necessary  that  you  should 
shame  tfiose  varlets  by  something  that  may  enlighten 
the  world,  which  I  am  sure  your  genius  will  reach  if 
you  set  yourself  to  it  If  I  had  the  honour  to  have 
any  correspondence  with  my  lord-treasurer,  I  would 
certainly  complain  of  you  to  him,  and  get  bu  lordship 
to  join  in  the  request,  which  I  persuade  myself  he 
would  readily  do  if  put  in  mind.  I  do  not  in  the 
least  fear  that  you  will  be  angry  with  me  for  this,  since 
you  cannot  suspect  my  sincerity  and  kbdness  in  it; 
and  though  I  shall  be  angry  widi  you  if  you  neglect 
yourself  and  interest,  yet  it  shall  go  no  further  than 
to  be  a  trouble  to  m3rself,  but  no  abatement  of  the  real 
friendship  of  yours,  &c.  William  Dublin. 

FROM  ARCHBISHOP  KING. 

Dublin.  November  10. 1711. 
REVBtEND  Sir, — ^Perhaps  it  will  not  be  ungrateful  to 
you  to  know  our  session  of  parliament  ended  on  Friday 
last  We  threw  out  in  the  house  of  lords  two  bills ; 
that  against  fines  in  the  city  of  Dublin,  and  about  quit- 
rents  ;  and  voted  an  addros  in  opposition  to  the  com- 
mons* address  about  revolution  principles.  We  like- 
wise  burned  Mr.  8toughton*s  lermoo,  preached  at 


Christ  Chnich,  on  the  30di  of  January,  some  yean  a|[o. 
The  house  were  pleased  to  vote  me  thanks  for  prosecutiiix 
him,  which  you  may  remember  1  did  in  a  difficult 
time^  notwithstanding  the  opposition  I  had  from  tbe 
government,  and  his  protection  by  lord  Ikerin,  vhich 
he  pleaded  in  court :  and  yet  I  followed  htm  to  c\m 
that  I  forced  hun  out  of  his  living.  After  tlui  «e 
burned  Mr.  Boyse*s  book  of  A  Scriptural  Bishop  ;>  nd 
some  Obaervators.^  Our  address  was  faroogbt  h 
yesterday ;  in  which  sure  we  are  even  with  the  cod- 
moDS.  I  forgot  to  tell  you  we  agreed  to  another  ad- 
dnss  against  dissenting  ministeis,  and  their  1200/.  |» 
annum.  The  commons  made  an  addiesi  to  my  M* 
lieutenant,  in  which  ti^ey  bring  him  in  for  rerdation 
principles.  **  The  Memorial  of  the  Church  of  Eur 
Und  *'«  was  reprinted  here  and  dedicated  to  my  lord- 
lieutenant  This  was  brought  into  the  house  of  con- 
mons,  and  I  doubt  would  not  have  cseaped  if  tbe  usber 
of  the  black-rod  had  not  called  them  up  to  the  pae^ 
gation.  lAngton*i  businesi  came  likewise  iote  ^ 
house  of  lords,  and  when  the  houae  was  foil  of  h^ 
an  offer  was  made  to  receive  the  report  of  tbe  commit 
tee,  which  contained  many  sheeta  of  paper.  A  gnst 
debate  happened  upon  it:  but  at  last  it  vasvarci 
and  ordered  to  be  laid  before  the  lord-Ueutenant 
In  short  we  parted  in  very  ill  humour :  and  I  ap 

eehended  that  the  minds  of  the  generality  arenot  cisy. 
y  lord  duke  of  Ormond,  so  &r  as  I  oould  take  ii. 
made  a  very  modest  and  healing  speech;  and  his  fiza 
seemed  in  it  to  be  idtogether  dismterested  in  putin. 
All  these  you  have  in  public ;  and  if  yoa  think  h 
worth  while  I  will  take  can  to  send  them  ai  they  w 
printed. 

As  to  our  convocation,  those  who  had  loitered  lad 
done  nothing  before  last  week,  preased  on  theiepront- 
ation  of  the  state  of  religion,  at  to  infidelity,  her»T> 
impiety,  and  popery ;  it  will  in  some  time  be  printed. 
I  had  many  naMosa,  but  insisted  only  on  two;  ^ 
its  imputing  all  vices  to  us,  as  if  we  were  tbe  vait«f 
people  in  the  world ;  not  allowing  any  good  among  of. 
SeconcUy,  not  asrigning  it  a  cause  of  the  nati^^f^ 
tinuing  papists,  that  no  care  waa  ever  taken  to  ]>«ad 
to  them  in  their  own  language,  or  translating  the  m- 
vice  into  Iriah.  You  will  find  the  matter  io  Heyb'' 
Reformation,  3  Elis.  1560,  p.  128.  I  was  foi«d  t» 
use  art  to  procure  this  protest  to  be  admitted,  vithcnt 
which  they  would  not  have  allowed  me  to  offer  taHo, 
as  I  had  cause  to  believe. 

Bodi  the  parliament  and  convocation  have  bem  ■ 
ordered  as  to  maae  us  appear  the  woist  people » 
the  world,  disloyal  to  her  majes^,  ano  enemies  tot!* 
church ;  and  I  suspect  with  a  design  to  make  us  app^ 
unworthy  to  have  any  countenance  or  prefcnnexil  a> 
our  native  country.  When  the  representatioo  » 
printed,  I  will,  if  you  think  it  worth  your  while,  mA 
you  my  protest  We  agreed  likewise  in  somecsw* 
of  no  great  moment^  and  some  forms  of  pay*,  «»j 
forms  of  receiving  punsts  and  sectaries:  voKii 
think,  are  too  strait.  I  brought  in  a  paper  about  ^ 
dence ;  but  here  was  no  time  to  consider  it,  oor  tv 
which  reUted  to  the  means  of  converting  papisti.  ' 
did  not  perceive  any  seal  that  way.  A  great  part  « 
our  representation  relates  to  sectaries ;  and  many  Hud$n 
in  tiie  whole,  seem  to  me  not  defensible.  I  toM  ^ 
before  how  wo  lost  six  weeks  during  the  adjooniiB»» 
of  the  parliament;  and  auioe  it  sat  we  ooaid  uuf 
meet  in  the  afternoon,  and  I  was  frequently  in  wmod : 

•  It  was  printed  in  4to..  »l  Dublin,  undrr  tb«  ^^^"^1 
OlIleB  of  a  ChiirtiMi  Bishop  Dewribedand  ReowM"*"' "^ 
I  Tim.  ch.  iil.  ver.  I :  an  Ordination  Sermon.'* 

b  PapOTs  pnbliahed  undar  that  tiOo  tar  J«i»  Tafch**^' 
who  h«l  been  wreraly  aealenoed  by  kvd  chief- jnatK*  i*^*" 
in  king  Jamea  II.*8  i«ign.  ...  ^.    mTW  Vr- 

«  Pnblialied  at  Ant  in  1705, 4to..  nndar  Ihia  tiU«.  "IJ'  ""^ 
mortal  of  th«Chnreh  of  England,  humbly  ofawi  »f  tt<  «f 
aidenUon  of  all  trae  loren  of  our  Church  aad  OfftfitatiflB> 
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an  that  I  vaf  Detth«r  present  when  it  waa  broaght  into 
the  house,  when  it  passed  for  the  most  port,  or  waa  sent 
down  in  parcels,  in  foul  rased  papers  mat  I  could  not 
well  read  if  I  had  an  opportunity,  and  never  heard  it 
read  through  before  it  pasMd. 

I  beliere  most  are  agreed  that,  if  my  advice  had 
tieen  taken,  this  would  have  been  the  peaceablest  ses- 
sinn  thai  erer  wasin  Ireland;  whereas  it  has  been  one 
of  the  most  boisterous.  I  believe  it  was  his  grace  the 
dake  of  Ormond  s  interest  to  have  it  quiet ;  bat  then 
the  managers*  conduct  has  showed  themsdves  to  be 
nec«saary.  I  have  wearied  mysdf  with  this  scroll,  and 
perbapa  you  will  be  so  likewise.    I  am,  fte. 

William  Ddblin. 


TBOlt  MB.  SECRETARY  8T.  JOHN. 

Hampton  Court,  November  16, 1711. 
I  BKruBW  you  the  sheet,*  which  is,  I   think,  very 
correct.    Sunday  roomiiig  I  hope  to  see  you.    I  am 
aincefUj  your  hearty-  friend  and  obedient  servant^ 

H.  St.  John. 

I  have  a  vile  story  to  tell  you  of  the  moral  philoio- 
l^er  Sicde. 

FROM  MR.  SBCRETARY  ST.  JOHN. 

November  17. 1711. 
D«AB  Doctor^— I  ask  pardon  for  my  mistake,'^  and  I 
send  yoa  the  right  paper.     I  am,  in  sickness  and  in 
health,  ever  your  fiuthnil  friend  and  obedient  servant, 

H.  St.  John. 

from  MRS.  LONO.e 

November  18, 1711. 
Ip  yoa  will  again  allow  me  the  pleasure  of  hearing 
from  you  without  murmuring,  I  will  let  you  enjoy 
that  of  laughing  at  me  for  any  foolish  word  I  misapply ; 
for  I  know  you  are  too  reasonable  to  expect  me  to  be 
nicely  right  in  the  matter;  but  then,  when  you  take  a 
fancj  to  be  angry,  pray  let  me  know  it  quiedy,  that  I 
may  clear  my  meanings,  which  are  always  far  from 
offending  my  friends,  however  unhappy  I  may  be  in 
my  expressions.  Could  I  expect  you  to  lemember 
any  part  of  my  letters  so  long  ago,  I  would  ask  you 
that  yoo  ahould  know  where  to  find  me  when  you  had 
a  mind  to  it ;  but  I  suppose  you  were  in  a  romantic 
strain,  and  designed  to  nave  surprised  me  talking  to 
myself  in  a  wood  or  by  the  sea.  Forgive  the  dulneas 
of  my  anorehension,  and  if  telling  you  that  I  am  at 
Lynn  will  not  do,  I  will  print  it,  however  inconvenient 
it  may  yet  be  to  me;  for  I  am  not  tiie  better  for  the 
old  lady*a  death,  but  am  put  in  hopes  of  being  easy 
at  Christmas;  however,  I  shall  still  continue  to  be 
^rr9.  AnyfA,  near  St.  Nicholases  ahurch  in  that  town 
aforesaid.  So  much  for  my  affiurs.  Now,  as  to  my 
health,  that  was  much  out  of  order  last  summer ;  my 
distemper  was  a  dropsy  or  asthma  (you  know  what 
I  man,  but  I  cannot  spell  it  right,)  or  both,  laxy  die- 
trmpeim,  which  I  was  too  lasy  to  molest  while  they 
would  let  me  sit  in  quiet;  but  when  diey  new  so  un-^ 
r^aaooable  as  not  to  let  me  do  that,  I  applied  myself^ 
to  Dr.  Ii^flis,  by  whose  advice  I  am  now  well  enough. 
To  give  you  the  best  account  I  can  of  this  place,  tiie 
Udica  will  make  any  returns,  if  one  may  believe  what 
they  aay  of  one  anooier ;  the  men  I  know  little  of,  for 
I  am  here  what  vou  have  often  untaiaided  me  withy  a 
prude  in  everything  but  censurmg  my  neighboon. 
A  couple  of  divines,  two  aldermen^  and  a  custom- 
house officer  are  all  my  men  acquaintance;  the  gay 
ftut  of  the  town  I  know  nothing  of,  and  aldiough  for 
the  honour  of  the  place  I  will  suppose  there  are  good 
poets,  yet  that  I  never  inquired  after.     I  have  a  shelf 

•  PnAMbly  of  •'The  Ccmdael  of  the  Allies,'*  published 
Not  ember  S7,  1711. 

i»  AUedlBg  to  Ihe  preeedlBf  letter. 

<  Thus  indonedby  the  doctor:  "Voat  Mrs.  Loug's  lest 
btter,  vtiltea  five  weeks  bddn  she  died.*' 


Sretty  well  filled  at  home,  but  want  a  Miscellany  Mr. 
teele  put  out  last  year;  Miss  Hessy  [Vanhomrigh] 
promised  it  me,  but  has  forgot  it ;  I  fancy  you  have 
interest  enough  with  him  to  get  it  for  me.  I  wish  too 
at  your  leuure  you  would  make  a  pedigree  for  me ; 
the  people  here  want  sadly  to  know  what  I  am ;  I  pre- 
tend to  no  more  than  being  of  George  Smyth*s  family 
of  Nidy,  but  do  not  talk  much  of  it  for  fear  of  betray- 
ing myself;  so  they  fancy  some  mystery  to  be  in  the 
matter,  and  would  give  their  rivals'  place  to  be  satisfied. 
At  first  they  thought  I  came  hither  to  make  my  for- 
tune, by  catching  up  some  of  their  young  fellows ;  but 
having  avoided  that  sort  of  company,  I  am  still  a 
riddle  they  know  not  what  to  niake  of.  Many  of 
them  seem  to  love  me  well  enoush ;  for  I  hearall  they 
say  of  one  another  without  making  mischief  among 
them,  and  give  diem  tea  and  coffee  when  I  have  it, 
which  are  the  greatest  charms  I  can  boast  of:  the  fine 
lady  1  have  leift  to  Moll,  (who  I  suppose  vras  at  the 
badi,)  or  any  other  that  will  take  it  up :  for  I  am  grown 
a  good  housewife ;  I  can  pot  and  pickle,  sir,  and  can 
handle  a  needle  very  pretmy— eee  Miss  Hessy 's  scarf — 
I  think  that  is  imnroving  mightily.  If  Miss  Hessy 
keeps  company  witn  the  ddest  Hatton,  and  is  still  a 
politician,  she  is  not  the  girl  I  took  her  for ;  but  to 
me  she  seems  melancholy.  Sure  Mr.  St  John  is  not 
so  altered  but  he  will  make  returns ;  but  how  can  I 
pretend  to  judge  of  anything  when  my  poor  cousin  is 
taken  for  an  hermaphnAlite  f  a  thing  I  as  litde  sus- 
pected her  for  as  railing  at  anybody :  I  know  so  litde 
cause  for  it,  that  I  must  be  silent  I  hear  but  little  of 
what  is  done  in  the  world,  but  should  be  glad  the 
ministry  did  themselves  the  justice  to  distinguish  men 
of  merit:  may  I  wish  yon  joy  of  any  preferment t  I 
sball  do  it  heartily :  but  if  you  have  got  nothing,  I 
am  busy  to  as  much  purpose  as  you,  although  my 
employmenti  are  next  to  picking  straws.  Oh,  but  yon 
are  acquainted  with  my  lord  Fitsbarding,  for  which  I 
rqoice  with  you,  and  am  your  most  obedient  servant, 

Anmb  Long. 


BfR.  SHOWERpt  TO  THE  LORD  HIGH-TREASURBR 

OXFORD. 

LoDdon.  Peeembei  S0»  1711. 
My  Lord, — Though  there  be  little  reaaon  to  expect  your 
lordship  should  interpose  in  &vour  of  the  uisseiiteit, 
who-  have  been  so  shamefully  abandoned,  sold,  and 
sacrificed  by  their  professed  frirads,  the  attempt  is, 
however,  so  glorious  in  all  its  views,  tendencies^  and 
prospects,  that,  if  it  be  not  too  late,  I  would  most 
numbly  beg  your  lordship  not  to  be  immoveable  as  to 
that  matter.  The  &tal  consequences  of  that  bill  can- 
not be  expressed :  I  dread  to  think  of  some  of  them ; 
and  shall  as  much  rejoice  with  many  thousands  if  you 
may  be  instrumental  to  prevent  it  May  Heaven  direct 
you  in  ^is  and  all  your  great  affairs  for  the  public 
good  of  your  country !  I  am,  my  honoured  lard,  your 
most  obedient  servant,  John  Smowbb. 


THE  L0RI>-TRBASURER'8  ANSWER. 

[Item  Swift's  hand'writbig  awl  MSS.] 

December  SI,  1711. 

Rbvbrbmd  Sib, — Had  not  a  very  painful  distemper  con- 
fined me,  I  had  desired  the  favour  of  seeing  you  some 
time  since ;  and  ahould  have  spoken  very  plainly  to 
you,  as  I  shall  whenever  I  see  you.  I  have  long  fore- 
told that  the  dissenters  must  be  saved  whether  they 
will  or  not;  they  resist  even  restraining  grace,  and 
would  almost  convince  me  that  the  notion  of  man  a 
being  a  mechanism  is  true  in  every  nart  To  see  men 
moved  as  puppets,  with  rage  for  Uieir  interest  with 
envy  acting  against  their  own  interest,  having  men*s 
persons  in  admiration ;  not  only  those  of  their  own 

•  An  eminent  dSsMOtiof  odaislsr. 
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body,  who  certainly  ore  the  fint  who  pretend  to  con- 
Bummate  wiadom  and  deep  policy,  yet  have  shown  that 
tUey  knew  not  (he  common  affain  of  this  nation,  but 
are  dwellers  in  thick  clay.  They  are  epicureans  in 
act,  puritans  in  profession,  politicians  in  conceit,  and  a 
prey  and  laughingHitock  to  the  deists  and  synagogue 
of  the  libertinM,  in  whom  they  have  truated,  and  to 
whose  infallibility  they  have  sold  tfaemselTea  and  their 
congregations.  All  they  have  done  or  can  do  shall 
never  make  me  their  enemy.  I  pity  poor  deluded 
creatures  that  have  for  seventeen  yean  been  acting 
against  all  their  principles  and  the  liberty  of  tiiif 
nation,  without  leaving  so  much  salt  as  to  keep  the 
l)ody  of  them  sweet ;  for  theM  has  not  been  one  good 
bill  during  that  term  of  yean  which  tiiey  have  not 
opposed  in  tbe  house  of  conmions;  contrary  to  the 
practice  of  those  very  few  dissenten  which  were  in  the 
parliament  in  king  Charles  II.*s  time,  who  thereby 
united  themselves  .to  the  country  gentlemen,  tbe  advan- 
tage of  which  the^  found  for  many  yean  after.  But 
now  they  have  listed  themselves  with  those  who  had 
first  denied  omr  Saviour,  and  now  have  sold  themu 

I  have  written  this  only  to  show  you  that  I  am  ready 
to  do  everything  that  is  practicable  to  save  people  who 
are  bargained  for  by  their  leaden,  and  given  up^  their 
ministen :  I  say,  their  minitien  ;  because  it  is  averred 
and  represented,  that  the  dissenting  ministen  have  been 
consulted,  and  are  consenting  to  this  bill.  By  what  lies 
and  arts  they  are  brought  to  this  I  do  not  care  to  men- 
tion ;  but,  as  to  myself,  the  engineen  of  this  bill  thought 
they  had  obtained  a  great  advantage  against  me:  find^ 
ing  I  had  stopped  it  in  the  house  of  conmions^  they 
thought  to  bnng  me  to  a  fatal  dilemma,  whether  it  did 
or  did  not  pass.  This  would  have  no  influence  with  me : 
for  I  will  act  what  I  think  to  be  right,  let  there  be  the 
worst  enemies  in  the  world  of  one  side  or  other.  I  guess 
by  your  letter  tiiat  you  do  not  know  that  the  bill  yes- 
today  passed  both  houses,  the  lords  having  agreed  to 
the  amendments  made  by  tbe  commons ;  so  that  then 
is  no  room  to  do  anything  upon  that  heaid. 

What  remains  is,  to  desin  that  the  dissenten  may 
seriously  think  from  whence  they  are  iaUen,  and  do  their 
fint  works-*and  recover  tiieir  reputation  of  sobriety,  in- 
tegrity, and  love  of  their  country,  which  is  the  sincere 
and  heartv  prayer  of,  reverend  sir,  your  most  faithful 
and  most  humble  servant,  Oxfobd. 


TO  MR. 


AT  LYKN. 


ON  THB  DEATH  OF  MRS.  LONG. 

London,  December  ts,  1711. 
Sir, — ^Tliat  yon  may  not  be  surprised  with  aletter  utterly 
unloiown  to  you,  I  will  tell  you  the  occasion  of  it.  The 
lady  who  lived  near  two  yean  in  your  neighbourhood, 
and  whom  you  was  so  kind  to  visit  under  the  name  of 
Mn.  Smjrth,  was  Mn»  Anne  Long,  sister  to  sir  James 
Long,  and  nieoe  of  colonel  Strangeways:  she  was  of  as 
good  anrivateiSunily  asmost  in  England,  and  had  every 
valnable  quality  of  body  and  mind  that  could  make  a 
lady  loved  and  esteemed.  Accordingly  she  was  always 
valued  here  above  most  of  her  sex,  and  by  most  distin- 
guished persons.  But,  by  the  unkindness  of  her  friends, 
and  the  generosity  of  her  own  natun,  and  depending 
upon  the  death  of  a  very  old  grandmother,  which  did 
not  happen  till  it  was  too  late,  contracted  some  debts 
that  msde  her  imeasy  here,  and  in  order  to  clear  them 
was  content  to  retire  unknown  to  your  town,  where  I 
fear  her  deadi  has  been  hastened  by  melancholy,  and 
pethaps  the  want  of  such  assistance  as  she  might  have 
founa  here.  I  thought  fit  to  signify  this  to  you,  partly 
to  let  you  know  how  valuable  a  person  you  have  lost, 
but  chiefly  to  desire  that  you  will  please  to  bury  her 
in  some  part  of  your  church  near  a  wall  where  a  plain 
marble  stone  may  be  fixed,  as  ft  poor  monument  for  one 
who  deserved  10  w«Uy  and  whioh,  if  God  sends  me  life, 


I  hope  one  day  to  place  there,  if  no  other  of  her  fnendi 
will  think  fit  to  do  it  X  had  the  honour  of  an  bdmAtc 
acquaintance  with  her,  and  was  never  so  leusiblj 
touched  with  any  one^s  death  as  with  hers.  Neithfer 
did  I  ever  know  a  person  of  either  sex  with  more  vixtua 
or  fewer  infirmities :  the  only  one  she  had,  whidi  ra 
the  neglect  of  her  own  afiain,  arising  wholly  from  the 
goodnen  of  her  temper.,  I  write  not  this  to  you  at  ill 
as  a  secret,  but  am  content  your  town  dioald  know 
what  an  excellent  person  Ihej  have  had  among  ihaa. 
If  you  visited  her  any  s^ort  time  before  her  death, « 
knew  any  particulan  about  it,  or  of  the  i>i»it  of  hn 
mind  or  the  nature  of  her  dispase,  I  b^  you  wlU  be 
so  obliging  to  inform  me ;  for  the  letter  we  have  sen 
from  her  poor  maid  is  so  imperfect,  by  her  grief  for  thp 
death  of  so  good  a  ladji  that  it  only  tell*  tbe  time  of 
her  death;  and  your  letter  m$f»  if  you  plesw.  \* 
dincted  to  Dr.  Swift,  and  put  under  r  cover,  which 
cover  may  be  directed  to  Erasmus  Lewis,  esq.,  ai  tb£ 
earl  of  Dartmouth  s  office  at  Whitdiall.  I  hapt  yoa 
will  Ibrgive  this  trouble  for  the  occanon  of  it,  and  fir' 
some  allowances  to  so  great  a  loss,  not  only  to  me,  but 
to  all  who  have  any  regard  for  every  perfectiao  tin: 
human  nature  can  possess;  and  if  any  way  I  can  lenY 
or  oblige,  you,  I  shall  .be  glad  of  BO.opportoniijof 
obeying  your  commands.    I  am,  &e. 

JOVATRAM  8V1R. 


TD  DR.  8TBRNB. 

Londou.  December  29, 1?U 
Sir, — ^The  reason  I  have  not  troubled  yon  thii 
time  with  my  letten  was,  because  I  wonld  not  distml 
th^  quiet  you  live  in,  and  which  the  greatest  and  vw^ 
men  hem  would  envy  if  they  knew  $  and  which  it  a 
one  part  of  your  happiness  that  thev  do  not  I  hn 
often  sent  the  archbishop  •  political  letters,  of  vhid  I 
suppaw  you  have  had  pait*  I  have  some  wceb  ago 
rec^ved  r  letter  from  bis  giace^  which  I  design  <<> 
acknowledge  in  a  short  time,  (aa  I  detin  yon  will 
please  to  tell  him,)  when  things  here  come  to  taan 
issue :  and  so  we  expect  they  wiE  do  in  a  little  \xa)t 
You  know  what  ru  unexpected  thing  fell  out  the  fint 
dRy  of  this  sasiion  in  the  house  of  lurds^.by  diecapiic^ 
discontent^  or  some  wona  motive^  of  the  earl  of  Net- 
tingfaam> 

In  above  twenty  yean  that  I  have  known  sometbio^ 
of  GooitB,  I  never  observed  so  nuuiy  odd,  dark,  as* 
accountable  circumstances  in  any  public  aflair.  A 
mRJority  against  the  oour^  carried  by  firs  or  us 
depending  lord%  who  owed  the  best  of  their  hted  ti 
pensions  fh>m  the  court,  and  who  wen  told  by  tix 
public  enemy  that  what  tiiey  did  would  be  plestioirtp 
the  queen,  though  it  was  openly  levelled  sgaintt  the 
fint  ministers  Inad:  again,  those  whose  pum^trixi^ 
and  heart-stringB  were  the  same,  all  on  a  suddeo  $at- 
tering  their  money  to  bribe  votes ;«  r  lord,  [eirl  <^ 
Nottingham,]  who  had  been  so  far  always  a  tot? « 
often  to  be  thought  in  the  pretender*s  intereit,  pru 
his  vote  for  tbe  ruin  of  all  his  old  friends,  eumeA.  ^ 
those  Whigs  who  bated  Rud  Rbhorred  him;  tbeWHifi 
all  chiming  in  witli  a  bill  against  ocossiona)^^ 
fovmity;  and  the  verv  dissenting  minislen  agrreiiu:  t» 
it  for  reasons  that  nobody  alive  can  teUji^  a  reioIitfi<* 
of  faceaking  the  txeaty  of  psRce,  without  any  povihlf 

A  The  archbishop  (tt  Dublin,  Dr.  Kioff. 

^  The  earl  of  NotUngham  propooed^  xd  the  honw  of  kits  * 
danse  to  be  inaerted  In  tho  adcfarvai  of  thaaks  to  Um  q)i««i  >« 
her  speech,  to  represent  to  her  migeaiy,  m  the  hunUe  <H>ia^ 
and  advice  of  th«  house,  that  no  pence  couUl  be  made  ^  '^^ 
honourable  to  Great  Britain  or  Knrope.  If  Spain  or  th<  ^t^ 
ladies  were  to  be  allowed  to  any  bmch  af  lb*  hou«  «f  B>w^ 
bon.  Which  motion  vaa  cnrried  by  a  majority  of  itxtv-ov 
votCH  to  fifty-five. 

e  AUudine  to  the  duke  and  duchess  of  MarUwroufh- 

d  It  is  said  the  diasenieit  consented  to  ba  kcfit  uut^  i2>*it* 
papists  might  not  be  let  in. 
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•ebeme  far  ooatuming  ^o  war;  and  all  this  owing  to 
a  clottbtfulncBi  or  ineonitancy  in  one  certain  quarter, 
which,  at  this  distance,  I  dare  not  describe.  Neither 
da  I  find  any  one  person,  though  deepest  in  afiairs.  who 
can  tell  what  steps  to  tsko.  On  January  the  2nd  the 
house  of  lords  is  to  meet,  and  it  is  expected  they  will 
go  oo  in  thdr  Totes  and  addresses  against  a  peace. 

On  the  o^hcr  side,  we  are  endeavouring  to  get  a 
majority,  and  hare  called  up  two  earls*  sons  to  the 
house  of  peers :  and  I  thought  six  more  would  have 
beei  called,  and  perhaps  diey  may  before  Wednesday. 
We  expect  the  duke  or  Somerset  aod  lord  Cholmoode- 
ley  will  lose  their  places ;  but  it  is  not  yet  done,  and 
we  wish  lor  one  more  change  at  court,  which  you 
must  guess.  To  know  upon  what  small  circumstances, 
and  by  what  degrees,  tnis  change  has  been  brought 
about,  would  require  a  great  deal  more  than  I  can  or 
dare  write. 

Tliere  is  not  one  which  I  did  not  give  warning  o^ 
to  those  chiefly  concerned,  many  months  ago ;  and  so 
did  some  othos,  for  they  were  risible  enough.  This 
must  infallibly  end  either  in  an  entire  change  of  mea- 
sures and  ministry,  or  in  a  firm  establishment  of  our 
aide.  Delay  and  tenderness  to  an  inveterate  party 
have  been  very  instrumental  to  this  ill  state  of  affairs. 
They  tell  me  you  in  Ireland  are  furious  against  a 
peace ;  and  it  is  a  great  jest  to  see-  people  in  Ireland 
furious  for  or  against  anyftiing. 

I  hope  to  see  you  in  spring,  when  travelling  weather 
romes  on.  But  I  have  a  mind  to  see  the  issue  of  this 
•e»ion.  I  reckon  your  hands  are  now  out  of  mortar, 
snd  that  your  garden  is  finished :  and  I  suppose  yoo 
have  now  one  or  two  50/.  ready  for  books,*  which  I 
w  i\\  lay  out  for  you  if  you  will  give  me  directions 

I  have  increased  my  own  library  very  considerably ; 
I  mean  as  far  as  one  50/.,  which  is  very  considerable 
for  roe.  I  have  just  had  a  letter  from  the  St.  Mary 
ladiea,  ftc  [Mrs.  Johnson  and  Mrs.  Dingley.l  I 
thought  they  were  both  dead ;  but  find  they  sometimes 
Irink  your  claret  still,  and  win  your  money.  I  am, 
•if,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

You  know  who. 

PjS.  I  bad  aealed  my  letter,  but  have  broke  it  open, 
ta  teU  you,  and  all  that  love  the  church  and  crown^ 
that  all  things  are  now  well.  The  queen  has  turned 
out  the  dnke  of  Someiaet,  and  has  created  twdve 
new  lufds,  of  which  three  are  peers'  eldest  sons,  the 
rest  new  oicated ;  so  that  a  majority  is  past  dispute. 
Wr  are  all  in  the  greatest  joy  imaginable  to  find 
her  majesty  declare  herself  so  seasonably. 

TO  ABCHmSBOP  KINO. 

LondoD,  Jannsry  8, 17IS. 
M  V  LoBOy — I  canuot  in  conscience  take  up  your  grace's 
time  with  an  empty  letter ;  and  it  is  not  every  day  ane 
can  furaiA  what  will  be  worth  your  reading.  I  had 
aU  your  graoe  s  packets ;  and  I  humbly  thank  your 
grace  Cor  your  good  instructions  to  me,  which  I  shall 
ohaerre  ae  soon  as  ever  it  ahall  please  God  tn  put  me 
iaia  m.  w^  of  life  where  I  can  have  leiaaie  for  such 


lu  above  twenty  yevs  that  I  have  known  something 
(if  ouuru  mod  ministers  I  never  saw  so  strange  and  odd 
«  nttaiplioeted  disposition  of  aflhiss  as  what  we  have 
lad  l4ir  tix  weeks  past.  The  faeti  your  grace  may 
bare  met  with  in  ererf  oommon  newspaper;  but  t^ 
spring  a€  them  are  haidly  discoverable,  even  by  those 
wha  had  aMMk  opportunity  of  observing.  Neither  do  I 
fiud  thoea  who  diould  know  best  agree  upon  the 
matter.     There  k  a  peepetnal  trial  of  skill  between 


*  Dr.  fftame  ande  a  Isziie  eolleetion  of  books,  and  placed 
isft  tb»  ayver  part  of  the  Demevy-bonse,  (theo  biaiU  by 
him.)  wttich  as  flttsd  np  for  this  pwpose  ia  one  great  mmsb* 
wttk  a  AieplaM  si  sMh  •nA, 


tibose  who  are  oat  and  those  who  are  in;  and  the 
former  are  generally  most  industrious  at  watching 
opportunities.  I^ast  September,  at  Windsor,  tiie  duke 
of  Somerset,*  who  had  not  been  at  cabinet^oouncil  for 
many  months,  was  advised  bv  his  friends  of  ihe  late 
ministry  to  appear  there^  but  the  rest  refused  to  sit  with 
him;  and  the  council  was  put  off  until  next  day, 
when  tibe  duke  went  to  a  hone-raoe.  This  was  de- 
claring open  war;  and  ever  since  both  he  and  his 
duchua  (who  is  in  great  frivonr}  have  been  using  all 
sorts  of  means  to  braak  the  pwscut  ministry.  Mrs* 
Masham  was  absent  two  months  from  Windsor,  with 
lying-in  at  Kcnrington,  and  my  lord*treasurer  six 
weeks  by  indisposition.  Soom  time  before  the  sesBion 
^  duke  above  mentioned  went  to  all  those  lords 
who,  by  the  narrowness  of  their  Ibttuncs^  have  depended 
on^  court,  and  engaged  them  to  vote  against  the 
ministry  by  assuring  man  it  was  the  queeB*s  pleasure. 
He  is  said  to  have  added  other  poweriiil  motives. 
Baron  Bothmar's  memorial  was  published  just  at  that 
jnneturs^  as  Hoffaian,  ^e  emperar^a  resident,  had  some 
time  before  minted  the  Frencn  king's  pronositions.  It 
ia  confidently  affirmed,  by  those  who  mould  ]qiow« 
that  money  was  plentifully  scattered*  By  these  and 
some  other  accidents,  the  vote  was  carried  against  the 
ministry;  and  everybody  of  either  party  understood 
the  thing  as  intended  directly  against  my  lord-trea* 
surer  s  head.  The  boose  of  lords  made  a  very  short 
adjournment,  and  were  preparing  lome  resolutions  and 
addresses  of  the  most  dangerous  importance.  We  had 
a  very  melancholy  ChriMmas,  ana  the  most  frarless 
persons  were  shaken :  for  our  great  danger  lay  where  I 
cannot  tell  your  grace  at  tlua  distance.  The  thing 
wished  for  was,  the  removal  of  the  Somerset  family ; 
but  that  could  not  be  done,  nor  yet  is.  After  some 
time  the  queen  declared  herself- as  you  have  heard, 
and  twelve  new  lords  were  created. 

My  lord  Nottingham*s  game  in  this  affair  has  been 
most  talked  of,  vnA  several  hard  things  said  of  him  are 
affirmed  to  be  true.  The  dissenting  ministers  in  this 
town  were  consulted  about  the  occadonid  bill,  and 
agreed  to  it,  for  what  reasons  I  cannot  learn;  that 
which  is  offered  not  satisfying  me  that  thev  were  afraid 
of  worse.  I  believe  they  expected  an  entire  change  of 
ministry  and  measures,  and  a  new  parliament,  by 
which  it  might  be  repealed,  and  have  instead  some 
law  to  their  advantage.  The  duke  of  Marlborough*s 
removal  has  passed  very  silently ;  the  particular  rea- 
sons for  it  I  must  tell  your  grace  some  other  time : 
but  how  it  will  pass  abroad  I  cannot  answer.  People 
on  both  sides  conclude  from  it  that  the  peace  is  cer- 
tain ;  but  the  concluiion  is  ill  drawn :  the  thing  would 
have  been  done  although  we  had  been  sure  of  con- 
tinuing the  war.  We  are  terribly  afraid  of  prince 
Eugene*s  coming,  and  therefore  it  was  put  off  until  the 
resolutions  were  taken.  Before  he  came  out  of  his 
yacht,  he  asked  how  many  lords  were  madef  He  was 
a  quarter  of  an  hour  with  the  queen  on  Sunday  about 
seven  at  night.  The  great  men  resolve  to  mtertain 
him  in  dieir  turns ;  and  we  suppose  it  will  all  end  in 
a  journey  of  pleasure.  We  are  so  confidently  told  of 
the  duke  of  Somerset's  being  out,  that  1  writ  so  to  the 
dean  of  St.  Patrick's.  A  man  of  quality  told  me 
he  had  it  from  my  lord-keeper,  whom  I  asked  next 
day,  and  found  it  a  mistake ;  but  it  is  impossible  to 
fonoe  agiunst  all  lies ;  however,  it  is  still  expected  that 
the  duke  will  be  out,  and  that  many  other  removes  will 
be  made.  Lord  Ranelegh  ^  died.on  Sunday  morning : 
he  was  very  poor  and  needy,  and  could  hardly  support 
himself  for  want  of  a  pension  which  used  to  be  paid 
him,  and  which  his  friends  solicited  as  a  thing  of 

•  This  happened  Auffuflt  It.  1711. 

"  Rlebani  Jones,  baraa  Jaara  of  Navan,  awl  visooant  Ra. 
neUgh,  eroBted  earl  of  Ranelagh,  D«oember  11, 1ST7. 
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perfect  charity.  He  died  hard,  as  the  term  of  art  here 
i«  to  express  the  woftil  state  of  men  who  discover  no 
religion  at  their  death. 

The  town  talk  is,  that  the  duke  of  Ormond  will  go 
no  more  to  Ireland,  but  be  succeeded  by  the  duke  of 
Shrewsbury,  who  is  a  yery  great  and  excellent  person ; 
and  I  will  hold  a  wager  that  your  grace  wilt  be  an 
admirer  of  his  duchess :  if  they  go,  I  will  certainly 
order  her  to  make  all  advances  to  you :  but  this  is  only 
a  general  report,  of  which  they  know  nothing  at  court, 
aldiough  I  think  it  not  altogether  improbable. 

We  have  yet  heard  nothing  of  my  lord-priv^-seal. 
Buys,  the  Dutch  envoy,  went  to  Holland,  I  thmk,  at 
the  same  time.  Buys  is  a  great  pretender  to  politics, 
and  always  leaves  the  company  with  great  expressions 
of  satisfaction  that  he  has  convinced  them  all :  he  took 
much  pains  to  persuade  me  out  of  some  opinions ;  and, 
although  all  he  said  did  but  fix  me  deeper,  he  told  the 
ministry  how  successful  he  had  been.  I  have  got 
poor  Dr.  King,*  who  was  some  time  in  Ireland,  to  be 
gaxeteer,  which  will  be  worth  350/.  per  annum  to  him 
if  he  be  diligent  and  sober,  for  which  I  am  engaged. 
I  mention  this  because  I  think  he  was  under  your 
grace  s  protection  when  he  was  in  Ireland. 

By  what  I  gather  from  Mr.  Southwell,  I  believe  your 
grace  stands  very  well  with  the  duke  of  Ormond ;  and 
it  is  one  great  addition  to  my  esteem  for  Mr.  South- 
well that  he  is  entirely  your  graced  friend  and 
humble  servant,  delighting  to  do  you  justice  upon 
all  occasions.  I  am,  with  the  greatest  respect,  your 
grace^s  most  dutiful  and  most  humble  servant,  — — . 

FROBI  DR.  SACHEVERELL. 

Southwark,  Janaary  31, 1718. 
Rkverknd  Sir, — Since  you  have  beoi  pleased  to  under- 
take the  generous  office  of  soliciting  my  good  lord- 
treagurer*s  favour  in  my  behalf,  I  should  be  very  un- 
grateful if  I  did  not  return  you  my  most  hearty  thanks 
for  it,  and  my  humblest  acknowledgments  to  his  lord- 
ship for  the  success  it  has  met  with. 

I  received  last  Monday  a  message  by  my  pupil, 
Mr.  Lloyd,  (representative  of  Shropshire,^  from  Mr. 
Harley,  by  his  lordship^s  order,  to  inquire  what  my 
brother  was  qualified  for.  I  told  him,  having  fuled  in 
his  trade,  he  nad  been  out  of  business  for  some  years, 
during  which  time  I  h^  entirely  maintained  him  and 
his  family ;  that  his  education  had  not  qualified  him 
for  any  considerable  or  nice  post;  but  that,  if  his 
lordship  thought  him  an  object  of  his  favour,  I  entirely 
submitted  him  to  his  disposal,  and  should  be  very 
thankful  to  his  goodness  to  ease  me  of  part  of  that 
heavy  burden  of  my  family,  that  required  more  than 
my  poor  circumstances  could  allow  of. 

I  am  informed  also  that  I  am  very  much  indebted 
to  my  great  countryman,  Mr.  secretary  St  John,  for 
his  goierous  recommendation  of  this  matter  to  his 
lordship. 

I  should  be  proud  of  an  opportunity  of  expressing 
my  gratitude  to  that  eminent  patriot,  for  whom  no  one 
that  wishes  the  welfare  or  honour  of  his  church  or 
country  can  have  too  great  a  veneration. 

But  for  yourself,  good  doctor,  who  was  the  first 
spring  to  move  it,  I  can  never  sufficiently  acknowledge 
the  obligation.  I  should  be  glad  if  you  will  command 
me,  in  any  time  or  place^  to  do  it,  which  will  be  a 
further  favour  conlisrred  on,  reverend  sir,  your  most 
faithful  servant,  H.  Sachevebbll. 

P.  S.  I  am  told  there  is  a  place  in  the  custom-house 
void  called  the  searchers ;  which,  if  proper  to  ask,  I 
would  not  presume,  but  rather  leave  it  to  his  lord- 
ship*i  disposal. 

a  Dr.  WillUm  King. 


TO  ABCHBI8B0P  KING. 

London.  UiKh  M,  1711 
Mr  LoBD, — I  cannot  ask  pardon  for  notsoona  adcoov- 
ledging  your  grace's  letter,  because  that  would  look  u 
if  I  thought  mine  were  of  consequence.  Either  I  giov 
weary  of  politics,  or  am  out  of  the  way  of  them,  or 
there  is  less  stirring  than  usual ;  and,  indeed,  ve  an  all 
in  suspense  at  present ;  but  I  am  told  that  in  ten  cr 
twelve  days'  time  we  shall  know  what  the  isnie  will  be 
at  Utrecht  1  can  only  tell  your  grace  that  tiwre  m 
some  unlucky  circumstances,  not  proper  to  be  tnnted 
to  a  letter,  which  have  hitherto  reterded  this  ftm 
work;  AH/u  ludibria  rerum  mortaUwn  cxmdit  n  «- 
yo/iis  ob^ervantur.  Meantime,  we  are  with  .great  diffi- 
culty raising  funds  upon  which  to  borrow  5,000,00()/. 
One  of  those  funds  is  a  tax  upon  paper,  and  I  think 
30  per  cent,  upon  imported  books;  and  of  sacht 
nature  as  I  could  not  yesterday  forbear  saymg  to  my 
lord-treasurer  and  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  tk', 
instead  of  preventing  small  papers  and  libeu,  it  will 
leave  nothing  else  for  the  press.  I  have  not  talked  to 
the  duke  of  Argyll  upon  the  affairs  of  Spain  lina  bis 
return ;  but  am  told  he  affirms  it  impossible  for  in  ts 
carry  on  the  war  there  by  our  former  me^iodi.  The 
duke  of  Ormond  is  expected  to  go  in  two  or  three  dayi 
for  Flanders ;  and  what  I  writ  to  your  gnce,  wait 
months  ago,  of  the  duke  of  Shrewsbury  succeedisg  to 
govern  Ireland,  will,  I  suppose,  be  soon  declaied.  I 
was  the  other  day  to  see  the  dudiess,  and  leported  xw 
graces  compliments,  which  she  took  very  veil;  aiidl 
told  her  I  was  resolved  your  grace  and  tbt  should  U 
very  good  acquaintance.  I  believe  the  spirit  of  joai 
hougbers  has  got  into  our  mohawka,  who  are  itill  ve^ 
trouolesongbB,  and  every  night  cut  somebody  or  other  onr 
the  face,  and  commit  a  hundred  iiksolent  barbaritio. 

There  was  never  the  least  design  of  any  impe^dt- 
ment  against  the  duke  of  Marlborough ;  snd  it  va 
his  0W11  great  weakness,  or  the  folly  of  his  friendi,  that 
the  thing  went  so  far  as  it  did. 

I  know  not  whether  it  is  that  people  hare  talked 
themselves  hoarse ;  but,  for  some  we^  pas^  vc  hxn 
heard  less  of  the  pretender  than  formerlv.  I  iQppo* 
it  is,  like  a  fashion,  got  into  Ireland  wb«n  it  b  oui 
here :  but  in  my  conscience  I  do  not  think  soy  cot 
person  in  the  coint  or  ministry  here  designs  soy  bx^ 
to  bring  in  dw  nretender  than  the  great  Turk.  1  ^ 
Mr.  Harley,  wno  is  now  on  his  journey  to  Haooitr, 
will  give  that  court  a  truer  opinion  of  penont  ud 
things  than  they  have  hitherto  conoeivefL  Aoi  if 
your  grace  knew  the  instrument  thnmgh  which  tbo^ 
false  opinions  have  been  infused,  you  would  allow  it 
another  instance  of  the  LudAruan  ttnim  storfsi*"- 
And  your  grace  cannot  but  agree  that  it  is  wmethic^ 
singular  for  the  prince  in  possession  to  make  perpetual 
advances,  and  die  presumptive  heir  to  be  taaii^ 
off  and  suspicious. 

I  know  not  whether  your  grace  has  considered  ^ 
pceition  that  mv  lord-treasurer  is  visibly  in.  The  b'' 
ministry  and  their  adherents  conf^  tfaemsdm  fullf 
resolved  to  have  his  head  whenever  it  is  in  their  pf7V«r; 
and  were  prepared,  upon  die  beginning  of  the  kkoa 
when  the  vote  was  carried  against  any  peace  sith^ 
Spain,  to  move  that  he  should  be  sent  to  the  Tover:  i: 
the  same  time  his  firieods,  and  tibe  Tories  in  poei^ 
are  discontented  at  his  slowness  in  the  cbsagiug  ^ 
commissions  and  employments,  to  which  the  veakuai 
of  the  court  interest  in  the  Aouse  of  lords  isvboQf 
imputed :  neither  do  I  find  that  those  in  the  grn^ 
stations,  or  most  in  the  ccmfidenoe  of  my  ]ord-(RSfaR'« 
are  able  to  account  for  this  proceedixw,  or  seem  saii^ 
with  it  I  have  endeavoured  to  Mtfve  this  diffic«^? 
another  way ;  and  I  fancy  I  am  in  the  right,  bv^ 
words  I  have  heard  let  fall :  but,  whatercr  be  thr 
cause,  the  consequences  may  be  dangeroas. 
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Tbe  queen  U  in  Tery  good  health,  but  does  not  um 
10  mach  exercise  at  she  ought.  Pray  God  preierve 
her  many  years  I 

A  projector  has  lately  applied  to  me  to  recommend 
bim  to  the  ministry  about  an  invention  for  finding  out 
the  longitude.  He  has  given  in  a  petition  to  the  queen 
by  Mr.  secretary  St.  John.  I  understand  nothing  of 
the  mathematics ;  but  I  am  told  it  is  a  thing  as  im- 
probable as  the  philosopher's  stone  or  perpetuiu  motion. 

I  lately  writ  a  letter  of  about  thirty  pages  to  lord- 
trauuier,  by  way  of  proposal  for  an  academy,  to  cor- 
rect, enlarge,  and  ascertain  the  English  language.  And 
he  and  I  have  named  above  twenty  persons  of  both 
parties  to  be  members.  I  will  shortly  print  the  letter, 
and  I  hope  something  will  come  of  it.  Your  grace 
sees  I  am  a  projector  too.  I  am,  with  great  respect, 
my  lord,  your  gxace*8  most  dutiftil  and  most  humble 
lerraiit,  Jonathan  Swift. 


session,  when  it  is  probable  the  ministry  will  be  better 
settled,  and  able  to  procure  a  majority.  I  am,  with 
great  respect,  my  lord,  your  grace  s  most  dutiful  and 
most  humble  servant,  Jonathan  Sw^ift. 


TO  ARCHBISHOP  KINO. 

Londou.  May  80,  1712. 
^fr  LoHD, — When  I  had  the  honour  of  your  gracea 
If  Iter  of  March  27, 1  was  lying  ill  of  a  cruel  disorder, 
which  still  pursues  me,  although  not  with  so  much 
f  iuieiice ;  and  I  hope  your  grace  will  pardon  me,  if 
you  find  my  letter  to  be  that  of  one  who  writes  in  pain. 
Vou  lee,  my  lord,  how  things  are  altered.  The  talk  of 
a  new  governor  for  Ireland  is  dropped.  The  secret  is, 
that  the  duke  of  Ormond  had  a  promise  of  a  pension, 
io  caae  he  lost  his  government ;  but  my  lord-treasiuer 
is  to  excessively  thrifty,  that  to  save  charges  he  lets 
the  dake  keep  it ;  and,  besides,  there  are  some  other 
circumstances,  not  proper  for  a  letter,  which  have  great 
weight  io  this  matter.  I  count  upon  it,  that  what- 
ever  governor  goe»  over  under  this  ministry,  a  new 
parliament  will  be  called.  Yet  I  was  told  that  the 
duke  of  Shrewsbury  was  pitched  on,  as  a  sort  of  me- 
dium between,  &c.  He  is  a  person  of  admirable 
qualities;  and  if  he  were  somewhat  more  active  and 
\m  timorous  in  business,  no  man  would  be  thought 
comparable  to  him. 

The  moderate  of  the  other  party  seem  now  content 
to  hare  a  peace,  and  all  our  talk  and  expectations  are 
fvHl  of  it :  but  1  protest  to  your  grace  I  know  not  what 
to  vrile  upon  this  subject,  neither  could  I  tell  what  to 
ny  if  I  had  the  honour  to  be  with  you.  Upon  lord 
Stnfrord*s  coming  over,  the  stocks  are  fallen;  although 
1  ezoected,  and,  I  thought,  with  reason,  that  they 
voold  riie.  There  is  a  trade  between  some  here  and 
K>me  in  Holland  of  secrets  and  lies ;  and  there  are  some 
among  us  whose  posts  let  them  into  an  imperfect 
knowledge  of  things  which  they  cannot  conceal.  This 
ntizture  makes  up  the  town  talk,  governs  the  price  of 
•tocki,  and  has  often  a  great  deal  of  truth  in  it :  besides, 
public  ailairs  have  often  so  many  sudden  turns  and 
iQcidenti,  that  even  those  behind  the  curtain  can  hardly 
pronnonce  for  a  week.  I  am  sensible  that  I  have  ol>en 
(In^iTed  your  grace  with  my  wise  innuendoes.  Yet  1 
verily  think  that  my  intelligence  was  very  right  at  the 
moment  I  sent  it.  If  I  had  writ  to  your  grace  six  days 
•^0, 1  would  have  ventured  to  have  given  you  hopes 
tkd  a  peace  would  soon  appear,  and  upon  conditions 
wholly  surprising  and  unexpected.  I  say  this  to  you 
wholly  in  confidence;  and  I  know  notliing  yet  to 
change  my  opinion,  except  the  desponding  talk  of  the 
town ;  fur  I  see  nothing  yet  in  the  countenances  of  the 
mimatfrs.  It  seems  generally  agreed  that  the  present 
<Uttphta  cannot  live,  and  upon  that  depend  many  mea- 
sures to  be  taken,  lliis  afternoon  the  bill  for  appoint- 
irtg  eonmiissiooers  to  inquire  into  the  grants,  &c.,  was 
thrown  out  of  the  house  of  lords,  the  voices  being  equal, 
which  is  a  great  disappointment  to  the  court,  and 
iBstter  of  triumph  to  the  other  party.  But  it  may 
pMubly  be  of  tfat  wont  ooDsequenca  to  the  grants  next 
vouu* 


TO  BfRS.  HlLL.a 

July,  17lt. 
Masam ,^I  was  commanded  some  days  ago  to  do  what 
I  had  long  a  mind  to,  but  avoided,  because  I  would 
not  offend  your  prudence  or  strain  your  eyes.  But 
my  lord  Masham  assures  me  there  is  no  danger  of 
either ;  and  that  you  have  courage  enough  to  read  a 
letter,  though  it  comes  from  a  man,  provided  it  be  one 
of  no  consequence,  which  his  lordship  would  insinuate 
to  be  my  case ;  but  I  hope  you  will  not  affront  me  so 
highly  as  to  understand  it  so.  There  is  not  a  grain  of 
news  in  this  town,  or  five  miles  about  it,  worth  send- 
ing you ;  and  what  we  receive  from  Windsor  is  full  aa 
insignificant,  except  the  accounts  of  tlie  queen's  health 
and  your  housekeeping.  We  are  assured  that  you 
keep  a  constant  table,  and  that  your  guests  leave  you 
with  full  stomachs  and  full  pockets ;  that  Dr.  Arbuth- 
not  sometimes  leaves  his  beioved  green  cloth  to  coma 
and  receive  vour  chidings  and  pick  up  your  money. 
We  intend  shortly  to  represent  your  case  to  my  lord- 
trrasurer,  as  what  deserves  commiseration :  but  we 
hope  the  matter  is  already  settled  between  his  lordship 
and  yon,  and  that  you  are  instructed  to  be  thus  mag- 
nificent in  order  to  carry  on  the  cause.  We  reckon 
his  lordships  life  is  now  secure,  since  a  combination  of 
bandboxes  and  inkhoms,  the  engines  of  late  times, 
were  employed  in  vain  to  destroy  him.  He  will  dome 
the  justice  to  tell  you  that  I  never  fail  of  toasting  you 
under  the  name  of  *'  the  Governess  of  Dunkirk,"  and 
that  you  have  the  honour  to  be  very  particularly  in  my 
good  graces.  My  lady  Masham  still  continues  in  a 
doubtAil  state  of  neither  up  nor  down  ;  and  one  of  her 
servants  told  mine,  ''that  they  did  not  expect  she 
would  cry  out  this  fortnight*'  I  saw  yesterday  our 
brother  Hill,^  who  promises  to  be  more  thrif^  of  his 
health,  and  seems  to  have  a  pretty  good  stock  of  it.  I 
hope  you  receive  no  visits  from  the  headache  and  the 
spleen;  and  one  who  knows  your  constitution  very 
well  advises  you  by  all  means  against  sitting  in  the 
dusk  at  your  window,  or  on  the  ground,  leaning  on 
your  hand,  or  at  seesaw  in  your  chair.  I  am,  madam, 
&c. 


TO  GENERAL  HILL.« 

Windior  CtMt*,  August  \t,  171«. 
Sir, — ^With  great  difficulty  I  recovered  your  present  of 
the  finest  box  in  France^  out  of  the  hands  of  Mrs. 
Hill :  she  allowed  her  own  to  be  the  prettiest,  but  then 
mine  was  the  handsomest ;  and  in  short,  she  would  part 
with  neither.  I  pleaded  my  brotherhood  and  got  my 
lord  and  lady  Masham  to  intercede ;  and  at  last  she 
threw  it  me  with  a  heavy  sigh ;  but  now  it  is  in  my 
possession,  I  wish  you  had  sent  a  paper  of  directions 
now  I  shall  keep  it.  You  that  sit  at  your  ease,  and 
have  nothing  to  do  but  keep  Dunkirk,  never  consider 
the  difficulties  you  have  brought  upon  me:  twenty 
ladies  hove  threatened  to  seise  or  surprise  my  box ; 
and  what  are  twenty  thousand  Frencn  or  Dutch  in 
comparison  of  those  f  Mrs.  Hill  says  it  was  a  very  idle 
thing  in  you  to  send  such  a  present  to  a  man  who  can 
neither  punish  nor  reward  you,  since  Grub-street  is 
no  more ;  for  the  parliament  has  killed  all  the  muses 
of  Grub-street,  who,  yet,  in  their  last  moments  cried 

■  The  wilJB  of  KPiieral  Hill,  and  siiter-in-law  to  the  reigning 
fftTOurite  Mra.  Masham. 

b  An  eldrr  brother  of  the  gmeraL 

*  This  gcatlcman  was  brotner  to  lady  Maaham. 

A  This  nmir-box,  Swift  tnfonned  Stella,  was  allowed  to  be  the 
fluest  in  England,  though  it  «mI  only  SOl.  The  duchoas  of 
llamiltoa  made  him  a  pocket  Io  wear  it  in. 
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oat  nothing  but  Dunkirk.  My  lord^treasurer,  who 
18  the  mott  malicious  person  in  the  world,  says  you 
ordered  a  goose  to  be  dravni  at  the  bottom  of  my  box, 
as  a  reflection  upon  the  clergy ;  and  that  I  ought  to 
resent  it.  But  I  am  not  angry  at  all,  and  his  lordship 
observes  by  halves ;  for  the  goose  is  there  drawn  peck- 
ing at  a  snail,  just  as  I  do  at  him,  to  make  him  mend  his 
pace  in  relation  to  the  public,  although  it  be  hitherto 
m  rain.  And  besides,  Dr.  Arbuthnot,  who  is  a  scho- 
lar, says  "  you  meant  it  as  a  compliment  for  us  both  : 
that  I  am  the  goose  who  saved  the  Capitol  by  my 
cackling ;  and  that  his  lordship  is  represented  by  the 
snail,  because  he  preserves  his  country  by  delays.'^  But 
my  lord  Masham  is  not  to  be  endured :  he  observed, 
that  in  the  picture  of  the  inside,  which  represents  a 
great  company  dancing,  there  stands  a  fool  with  the 
cap  and  bells ;  and  he  would  needs  understand  that 
flgtire  as  applied  to  roe.  And  the  worst  of  it  was,  that 
I  happened  last  night  to  be  at  my  lady  duchess  of 
Shrewsbury's  ball :  where  looking  a  little  singular 
among  so  many  fine  ladies  and  gentlemen,  his  lordship 
came  and  whispered  me  to  look  at  my  box ;  which  I 
resented  so  highly,  that  I  went  away  in  a  rage  with- 
out staying  for  supper.  However,  considering  of  it 
better  after  a  night's  sleep,  I  find  all  this  is  nothmg  but 
envy,  and  a  design  to  make  a  quarrel  between  you  and 
me :  but  it  shall  not  do  so ;  for  I  hope  your  intentions 
were  good,  however  malice  may  represent  them.  And 
though  I  am  used  ill  by  all  the  family,  who  win  my 
money  and  laugh  at  me ;  yet  to  vex  them  more  I  wiU 
foigive  them  for  your  sake ;  and  as  soon  as  I  can 
break  loose  will  come  to  Dunkirk  for  a  fortnight,  to  get 
a  little  ease  from  my  many  persecutions  by  the  Bar- 
leys, the  Mashams,  and  the  Hills :  only  I  intend  to 
change  my  habit,  for  fear  colonel  Killigrew  should 
mistake  me  for  a  chimney-eweeper.  In  the  mean  time, 
I  wish  yon  all  success  in  your  government,  loyal 
French  subjects,  virtuous  ladies,  little  champagne,  and 
much  health :  and  am,  with  the  truest  respect  and  es- 
teem, sir,  your  most  obedient,  bumble  servant  and 
brother. 


LORD  BOLINGBROKE  TO  MB.  PRIOR.* 

September  10, 1719. 
I  WAS  equally  surprised  and  vexed  to  find  that,  by  the 
uncouth  way  of  explaining  the  queen's  sense,  you  had 
been  led  to  imagine  tliat  it  was  intended  my  lord 
Lexington  should  make  any  difficulty  of  seeing  and 
complimenting  the  king  of  Spain  as  such.  We  spent 
above  three  hours  in  penning  minutes  yesterday  upon 
tliis  head,  which  was  long  ago  adjusted.  I  suppose 
the  instructions  will  be  at  last  clear ;  but  my  lord 
I^xington  having  been  present  at  the  debate,  his  un- 
derstanding of  the  matter  will  make  amends  for  any 
dark  ambiguous  article  which  may  be  in  them. 

Dartmouth  is  to  communicate  the  queen's  orders 
herein  to  you,  that  so  you  may  be  able  to  satisfy  the 
French  ministers,  and  they  to  prepare  the  Spanish 
ministers.  However,  I  will  venture  to  tell  you  in  a  few 
words  what  I  understand  is  to  be  the  measure  of  lord 
Lexington's  conduct  As  soon  as  he  airives  at  Madrid 
he  will  notify  his  arrival  to  the  secretary  of  state.  He 
will,  when  he  sees  this  minister,  let  him  know  "  That 
the  queen  has  sent  him  thither  to  compliment  the  king 
in  her  name ;  to  be  a  witness  of  the  several  renuncia- 
tions and  other  acts  requisite  to  complete  the  execution 
of  the  article  agreed  upon  as  necessary  to  prevent  the 
union  of  the  two  monarchies:  that,  after  this,  he  is  to 
proceed  to  settle  such  matters  of  commerce  and  other 
affairs  as  are  for  the  mutual  interest  of  both  nations, 
and  to  take  the  character  of  ambassador  upon  him." 
My  lord  will  at  the  same  time  produce  hi^  credentials, 

■  This  letter  nuticularly  Qlustntes  the  negotiatioiis  reUtire 
to  the  peace  of  Utreeht. 


and  give  the  secretary  a  copy  of  them  if  he  desim  it 
In  this  conference  he  will  further  take  notice  of  Ibe 
several  cessions  made  by  the  king  of  France  in  behalf 
of  his  grandson  to  the  queen ;  and  will  speak  of  them 
as  points  which  he  looxs  upon  to  be  concluded.  He 
will  likewise  give  a  memorial  of  them  in  whtiiig, 
signed  by  himself,  to  the  secretary ;  and  expect  fron 
him  an  assent  in  the  king's  namei,  in  writing  also,  aui 
signed  by  the  secretary.  This  seems  natural,  ciril, 
and  unexceptionable ;  but  any  other  scheme  is  ahsard 
and  inconsistent  with  the  rest  of  all  our  proceedings. 

For  God's  sake,  dear  Matt,  hide  the  niucedneu  of  ihy 
country ;  and  give  the  best  turn  thy  fertile  bcaio  vill 
furnish  tiiee  with,  to  the  blunders  of  thy  couotryinpi), 
who  are  not  much  better  politicians  than  the  Frack 
are  poets. 

I  have  writ  in  great  haste  a  prodigious  long  letter  to 
Monsieur  de  Torcy,  which  I  believe  he  wiU  show  yoo; 
bu^  for  fear  he  should  not,  I  enclose  in  this  an  extract 
of  part  of  it,  which  relates  to  a  matter  diat  has  gim 
lord-treasurer  and  your  humble  servant  no  small  trouble 
in  the  cabinet.  The  copy  of  the  plenipotentiariei'  d^ 
spatch  of  the  2nd  of  September,  which  I  likewise  send, 
will  show  you  how  a  dispute,  now  on  foot  at  Ctrecbt, 
began  ;  you  will  observe  their  lordships  are  very  vara 
in  it :  and  I  can  assure  you  we  have  mose  who  are  out 
a  jot  cooler. 

The  solution  of  this  difficulty  must  come  from  you; 
it  is  a  matter  of  management  and  appeanuice,  took 
than  of  substance ;  and  the  court  of  France  must  be 
less  politic  than  I  think  them  at  any  time,  aud  man 
unreasonable  than  I  think  them  at  this  time,  wA  u 
come  into  a  temperament  upon  a  matter  unneceaarilj 
started.  You  must  b^in  by  making  Monsieur  de 
Torcy  not  only  to  understand,  but  own  be  undentawk 
the  proposition  which  I  am  sure  he  zemembets  I  mm 
than  once  repeated  to  him,  when  I  waa  in  France,  upoo 
various  occasions,  and  which  I  have  again  stated  as 
clearly  as  I  am  able.  The  queen  can  never  do  v^y 
thing  which  shall  look  like  a  direct  zestraiiit  on  bti 
allies  from  demanding  what  they  judge  necessary :  but 
as  long  as  they  act  the  part  which  they  now  do,  ibe  csn 
very  justly  be  passive  and  neuter  as  to  their  inteiesti. 
and  if  her  peace  be  made  before  theirs,  which  she  viH 
not  delay  for  them,  she  can  with  the  aame  justice  leav? 
them  to  make  their  own  bargain.  This  is  adranta^ 
enough  for  France ;  and  such  a  one,  fairly  speakiif. 
as,  a  year  ago,  they  would  have  given  more  tbao 
Toumay  to  have  been  sure  of:  they  must  not  tboeijaff 
press  us  to  go  further  dian  this,  nor  do  anything  vbidi 
may  seem  contradictory  to  what  the  queen  dielireied 
from  the  throne.  That  speech  they  have  al*2?* 
owned  as  the  plan  they  submitted  to ;  and  it  vari»bat 
little  from  that  brought  hither  by  Gaultier.  Id  « 
word,  the  use  which  the  French  will  make  of  tb? 
unaccountable  obstinacy  of  the  Dutch  and  other  alli<* 
may  in  several  respects,  and  pazticalarlj,  for  aiigbt  1 
know,  in  this  instance  of  Toumay,  give  them  an  opptv- 
tunity  of  saving  aud  gaining  more  than  they  eoald  haf* 
hoped  for ;  and  the  queen  may  in  the  present  ciiruiv 
stances  contribute  passively  to  this  end,  but  actirdj 
she  never  can  in  any  circumstances* 

I  think  in  my  own  opinion,  and  I  believe  tpa^  ^ 
queen*s  upon  this  occasion,  that  it  were  better  the  Tiet^ 
should  in  the  course  of  the  treaty  declare^ "  That  wbit- 
ever  they  intended  to  have  given  the  Dutch,  when  tbe 
queen  spoke  from  the  throne^  their  conduct  has  hen 
such,  and  the  situation  of  a&irs  so  altered,  that  ^ 
king  is  resolved  to  liave  Toumay  restored  to  him."  I 
say,  I  believe  this  were  better  than  to  expect  thst  tt 
rtiould  consent  to  an  exposition  of  tiie  queen's  worcU 
by  which  her  majesty  would  yield  the  town  op. 

Let  the  conferences  begin  as  soon  as  they  can,  I  da* 
say,  business  will  not  be  very  speedily  despatched  in 
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Umib  ;  in  the  mMn  time  we  shall  go  on  to  ripen  erery* 
thing  ibr  a  conclusion  between  us  and  Savoy,  and 

Pniice  and  Spain ;  and  this  is  the  true  point  of  view 
which  the  French  ought  to  ha?e  before  their  eyes. 

Yoa  will  be  very  shortly  particularly  and  fully  in- 
rinded  to  settle  the  article  of  North  America  and 
(boN  points  of  commeroe  still  undetennined :  that 
done,  die  ministers  may  sign  at  Utieoht  as  sotm  at 
thej  can  bear  from  lord  Lezugton. 

My  lord  Dartmouth  writes  to  you  conoeming  ft 
dsmour  which  our  merchanti  have  raised,  as  if,  uuier 
pctenoe  of  not  carrying  to  Lisbon  or  Baicelonft  cfat 
priRwoM  dr^MWTv  ow  cb  6oifaA«,  £hey  shall  be  debarred 
from  their  oiual  traffic  of  com  and  fish,  which  at  those 
pbeei  there  are  great  demands  for,  in  time  of  peace  as 
Tell  as  war,  and  without  any  consideration  of  the 
•nnici.  The  difficulty  as  to  Lisbon  seems  to  be  re- 
moved by  the  Portuguese  submitting  to  come  into 
the  lo^Qsiao  of  arms ;  and  he  proposes  to  you  an  ex- 
pedient as  to  Barcelona :  but  in  truth  that  war  must 
he  ended  of  course  now,  since  the  queen  supports  it  no 
longer,  and  the  Dutch  are  recalling  their  fleet  from  the 
Stniti.  The  dnke  of  Argyll  is  going  immediately 
now  swiy ;  and  the  moment  he  comes  to  Minorca  he 
drtws  to  him  everything  belong^  to  the  queen  out  of 
Catalonia;  the  imperial  troops  must  in  my  opinion 
that  Qxnaent  submit  and  compound  for  transportation ; 
and  when  the  war  is  at  an  end  I  think  there  can  be  no 
pKtcnoe  for  quarrelling  with  ui  for  carrying  our  goods 
to  the  people  of  the  country. 

It  is  now  three  o*clock  in  the  morning :  1  have  been 
iisid  at  work  all  day,  and  am  not  yet  enough  recovered 
to  bear  much  fatigue :  excuse  thoefoce  the  oonlused- 
nen  of  this  scroll,  which  is  only  from  Harry  to  Mat^ 
md  not  from  the  secretary  to  the  minister. 

Voor  ciedentiala  as  minister  plenipotentiary  will  be 
*tit  yoo,  together  with  your  full  powers,  by  the  next 
boat:  and  before  duke  Hamilton  goes,  I  will  move  to 
have  jou  removed  to  Utrecht ;  which  there  will  be  a 
oatucal  handle  for  as  soon  as  you  shall  settle  the  points 
of  conuaeroc,  and  in  doing  that  have  given  tnie  last 
■tnke  to  the  finishing  the  treaty  with  France^ 

Hake  my  compliments  to  Madam  Teriol ;  and  let 
h<T  know  that  I  havc^  I  hope^  put  her  affair  into  a  way 
cf  hein^  6ntshed  to  her  satisfaction.  I  have  spoke 
*erT  esniestly  to  Maffei,  and  have  used  the  proper 
Vfuments  to  him. 

Adieu !  my  pen  is  ready  to  drop  out  of  my  hand. 
a*\kft  that  no  man  loves  you  better,  or  is  more  faith- 
fully  yoqn,  &c.  BoLiNo broke. 

rS.  I  had  almost  forgot  to  tell  you  that  the  queen  is 
pleaied  to  discharge  the  mareschal  Tallard's  parole  ; 
*bich  you  may  assure  him,  with  my  compliments, 
of ;  and  give  any  signification  necessary  in  form. 

TU  ARCHBISHOP  KINO. 
^  Kensington,  September  30, 1718. 

H)  loBD, — ^I  have  two  or  three  times  begun  letters  to 
j*mr  grace,  and  have  torn  what  I  writ,  hoping  I  might 
'^'^d  x^u  something  decisive  about  the  peace.  But  adl 
•^'11  omdnoce  to  lie  very  loose,  and  I  continue  to  be 
^"^  desponding,  although  the  people  in  oflairs  laugh 
At  me  far  it  1  have  one  plain  maxim  in  dealing  with 
<^«Me  who  have  more  cunning  and  less  honesty  thui  my- 
■^C  which  ia»  what  we  call  keeping  the  staff  in  my  own 
'■a»t  and  contriving  that  they  shall  trust  me  rather 
^1 1  them.  A  man  may  reason  until  he  is  weary 
up»n  thii  proceeding  of  the  Duteh.  The  soldiers  tell 
^  thii  the  dnke  of  Ormond  could  not  possibly  take 
P'At^mnn  of  Dunkirk,  since  the  foreign  troops  have 
r'fuml  to  march,  and  that  the  States  will  not  suffer  us 
^  ffo  tbroogh  their  towns.  But  1  had  a  whisper  from 
^  who  should  know  best,  *'  that  Dunkirk  might  now 
^>v«  been  ours  if  right  methods  had  been  taken." 


And  anodier  great  man  said  to  a  friend  of  mine,  about 
a  fortnight  a^,  *<  that  the  least  wrong  step  on  that  side 
the  water  might  have  very  ill  consequences  at  ^is 
juncture.'*  Meantime  the  discontente«l  party  seems 
full  of  hopes,  and  many  of  the  court  side,  beside 
mysdf,  demndtng  enough.  The  necessity  of  layior 
the  propoaaJa  before  the  parliament  drew  ua  into  all 
this;  for  now  we  are  in  a  manner  pinned  down,  and 
cannot  go  back  an  inch  with  any  good  grace :  so  thai^ 
if  the  Frsnoh  play  ns  foul,  I  dreaid  the  efEecta,  which 
are  too  visible  to  doubt.  And  on  the  other  side,  if  the 
peace  ^oes  smoothlv  on,  I  cannot  but  think  that  some 
severe  nujuiries  will  be  made,  and,  I  believe,  upon 
very  manifbst  grounds.  If  there  be  any  secret  in  this 
matter  of  Dnnkirk,  it  must  be  in  very  few  hands ;  and 
those  who  most  converse  with  men  at  the  htim  are,  I 
am  confident,  very  much  in  the  dark.  Some  people 
go  so  far  as  to  think  that  the  Dutch  will  hinder  even 
the  English  forces,  under  the  duke  of  Ormond,  from 
gomg  l^  the  French  country  to  Dunkirk  ;  but  I  can- 
not hie  oif  that  opinion.  We  suppose  a  few  days  will 
decide  this  matter ;  and  I  believe  your  grace  will  agree 
that  there  was  never  a  more  nice  conjuncture  of  affairs ; 
however,  the  court  appears  to  be  very  resolute :  several 
changes  have  been  inade,  and  more  are  daily  expected. 
The  Dutch  are  grown  so  unpopular,  that  I  believe 
the  queen  might  have  addresses  to  stand  by  her  against 
them  with  lives  and  fortuztea. 

^  J  had  your  grace*s  letter  of  Mav  29,  written  in  (he 
time  of  your  visiting  ;  firom  which  I  hope  you  are  re- 
turned with  health  and  satisfiustion. 
I  The  difficulties  in  the  peace,  by  the  accidents  in  tlie 
Bourbon  family,  are,  as  your  grace  observes,  very  great, 
and  what  indeed  our  ministers  chiefly  apprehended . 
But  we  think  Philip*s  renouncing  to  be  an  effectual 
expedient ;  not  out  of  anv  regard  he  would  have  for  it, 
but  because  it  will  be  me  interest  of  every  prince  of 
the  blood  in  France  to  keep  him  out,  and  because  the 
Sparuards  will  never  assnt  him  to  unite  the  two  king- 
doms. 

I  am  in  hopes  yet  that  your  grace  may  pay  your 
treat;  for  it  is  yet  four  weJu  to  November,  at  least  I 
believe  we  shall  be  happy  or  ruined  before  that  time. 

It  is  certain  that  there  is  something  in  what  people 

say •  But  the  court  is  so  luckily  constituted  at 

present,  that  every  man  thinks  the  chief  trust  caimot  be 
anywhere  else  so  weU  placed  ^^ither  do  I  know  above 
one  man  diat  would  take  it,  and  it  is  a  great  deal  too 
soon  for  him  to  have  such  thoughta. 

I  humbly  thank  your  grace  for  your  concern  about 
my  health :  I  have  still  the  remainder  of  some  ]iains, 
which  has  partly  occasioned  my  removing  hither  about 
three  weeks  ago.  I  was  recommended  to  country  air, 
and  chose  this  because  I  could  pass  my  time  more 
agreeably  near  my  friends  at  court.    We  think  the 

?ueen  will  go  to  Windsor  in  three  weeks ;  and  I  believe 
shall  be  there  most  of  the  time  I  stay  in  £nglaud, 
which  I  intend  until  toward  the  end  of  summer. 

My  lord-treasurer  has  often  promised  he  will  advance 
my  design  of  an  academy ;  so  have  my  lord-keeper 
and  all  the  ministers;  but  they  are  now  too  busy  to 
think  of  anything  beside  what  they  have  upon  the  anvil. 
My  lord-treasurer  and  I  have  cdready  pitched  upon 
twenty  members  of  both  parties;  but  perhaps  it  may 
all  come  to  nothing. 

If  things  continue  as  they  are  another  session,  per- 
haps your  grace  may  see  the  bill  of  resuming  tho 
grants  *  carried  on  with  a  great  deal  more  rigoor  tl^ati 
it  lately  was.  It  was  only  desired  that  the  grantees 
should  pay  six  years*  purchase,  and  settle  the  remainder 
on  them  by  act  of  parliament,  and  those  grante  are  now 
worse  duui  otlier  lands  by  more  years*  purcluue  than 
six ;  so  that,  in  effect,  they  would  have  lost  nothing. 
•  This  bill  WM  thrown  out  of  the  house  of  parlUmeat* 
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I  am,  with  (he  gr^tett  reipect,  your  grace*s  xnott  dutiful 
and  most  humble  servant  Jonathan  Swxpt. 


FROM  THE  COUNTESS  OF  ORKNEY  AND  MRS. 

RAMSAY. 

CUfdea,  Monday.* 

I  HATE  had  great  satisfaction  in  the  faTour  of  yonr 
letter,  though  disappointed,  since  not  occasioned  by 
yourself.  When  one  is  too  quick,  misiudging  com- 
monly follows.  At  fint  I  feared  Mr.  Couier  was  taken 
with  a  fit  of  an  apoplexy :  the  next  line  I  read,  I 
wished  he  had  one.  If  I  did  not  apnrehend,  by  your 
knowing  me  but  a  little,  that  I  mignt  grow  trouble- 
some wliere  I  distinguished,  you  should  not  want  any 
ronveiiiency  to  bring  you  hither  to  Mrs.  Ramsay  and 
me,  who  are  both,  without  compliment,  truly  mortified, 
intending  ever  to  be,  sir,  your  sincere  humble  servants, 

E.  Orkney. 
Eliz.  Ramsay. 
We  design  to  be  at  Windsor  on  Wednesday,  where  I 

hope  you  will  meet  with  me  in  the  diawing-room, 

to  tell  me  when  you  can  dine  with  us. 


FROM  THE  COUNTESS  OF  ORKNEY. 

Monday  Momuig> 
I  AM  sure  you  are  very  ill-natured,  (I  would  not  have 
been  so  crou  to  you,)  to  have  known  Mr.  Lewis  and 
me  so  long,  and  not  have  made  us  acquainted  sooner, 
when  you  know  too  that  I  have  been  in  search  of  a 
reasonable  conversation.  I  have  no  way  to  excuse  you 
but  doubting  his  to  be  so  agreeable  at  a  second  meet- 
ing, which  I  desire  you  will  make  when  it  is  most 
convenient  to  both.  It  is  not  from  custom  I  say  I  am 
extremely,  sir,  your  humble  servant,       E.  Orkney. 

When  you  read  this,  I  fancy  you  will  think,  why  does 
slie  write  to  me  f  I  hate  a  letter  as  much  as  my 
lord -treasurer  does  a  petition. 


TO  ARCHBISHOP  KINO. 

London,  October  tl.  1711. 
Mv  Lord, — Since  I  had  the  honour  of  your  grace*s 
letter  of  July  29,  which  found  me  at  Windsor,  I  have 
been  extremely  out  of  order  with  a  giddiness  in  my 
head,  which  pursued  me  until  very  lately ;  but  by  an 
uneasy  course  of  physic,  I  hope  I  have  in  some  sort 
overcome  it. 

We  are  now  in  very  near  expectation  of  a  peace ; 
and  your  grace  I  hope  will  believe  it  as  good  a  one  as 
the  circumstances  of  things  would  allow.  I  confess  I 
agree  with  your  grace  that  the  great  difficulty  was 
about  the  danger  of  France  and  Spain  being  united 
under  one  king.  To  my  knowledge  all  possible  means 
have  been  taken  to  secure  that  matter :  and  yet,  after 
all,  die  weakest  side  will  be  there.  Renunciations  by 
France  have  very  justly  so  little  credit,  that  1  do  not 
wonder  so  little  weight  is  laid  on  them.  But  Spain, 
we  are  sure,  will  for  their  own  sakes  enter  into  ^1 
securities  to  prevent  that  union ;  and  all  the  allies  must 
be  guarantees.  If  you  still  object  that  some  danger  still 
remains,  what  is  to  be  donel  Your  grace  is  altogether 
misinformed  if  you  think  that  this  is  at  all  the  difficulty 
which  so  long  made  the  Dutch  untractable.  It  was 
nothing  less :  neither  have  they  once  mentioned,  during 
all  the  negotiation  at  Utrecht,  one  syllable  of  getting 
Spain  out  of  the  Bourbon  family,  or  into  that  of  Aus- 
tria, as  the  chief  men  have  assured  me  not  three  days 
ago.  Buys  oflered  last  winter  to  ease  us  immedately 
of  the  trouble  we  were  in  by  lord  Nottingham's  vote,  if 
we  would  consent  to  let  them  share  with  us  in  the 
advantages  we  had  stipulated  witii  France ;  which  ad- 
vantages, however,  did  by  no  means  clash  with  Holland, 
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and  were  only  conditional,  if  peace  should  enioe  Bat, 
my  lord,  we  know  further,  that  the  Dutch  made  offen 
to  treat  with  France  before  we  received  sny  fmm 
thence;  and  were  refused  upon  the  ill-usage  tli^j 
gave  Mr.  Torcy  at  the  Hague,  and  the  abbi  de  IV 
fignac  afterward  at  Gertruydenberg :  and  we  know  tiut 
Torcy  would  have  been  forced  to  apply  to  them  a^ 
if,  after  several  refusals,  we  had  not  heaxkened  to  their 
overtures.  What  I  tell  your  grace  is  infallibly  trot; 
and  care  shall  be  taken  very  soon  to  satisfy  the  worid  in 
this  and  many  oti^  particulars  at  large  which  ougbt  toU 
known ;  for  the  kingdom  is  very  much  in  the  dark,  aftff 
all  the  pains  hitherto  taken  to  inform  it  You  grace'i  cod- 
lectures  are  very  right,  that  a  general  peace  would  net 
be  for  our  interest,  if  we  had  made  ours  with  Franct. 
And  I  remember  a  certain  great  man  used  to  kj  tv o 
months  ago,  *'  Fight  on,  fight  on,  my  merry  men  iH*^ 
I  believe  likewise  that  suen  a  peace  would  hare  bp> 
pened  if  the  Dutch  had  not  lately  been  more  compliant: 
upon  which  our  ministers  told  thoae  of  France  tbit 
since  the  states  were  dispoeed  to  submit  to  the  queen. 
her  majesty  must  enter  into  their  interests ;  and  1  Uicre 
they  have  as  good  conditions  as  we  ever  intended  Hbej 
should.  Toumay,  I  hope,  will  be  yielded  to  them; 
and  Lisle  we  never  designed  they  should  have.  The 
emperor  will  be  used  aa  he  deserves ;  and  harinf  paid 
nothing  for  the  war,  shall  get  nothing  by  the  pace. 
We  are  moat  concerned  (next  to  our  nguA  to  Houaod^ 
for  Savoy,  and  Fiance  for  Bavaria.  I  believe  we  ihall 
make  them  both  kings,  by  the  help  of  Sardinia  m^ 
Sicily.  But  I  know  not  how  plans  may  alter  evci? 
day.  The  queen's  whole  design,  as  your  grace  coojec- 
tuns,  is  to  act  the  part  of  a  mediator  $  and  our  adtan- 
tages,  too  many  to  msert  here,  must  be  owned  vmgna^ 

As  for  an  andemy  to  correct  and  settle  our  huigiu^. 
lord-treasurer  talks  of  it  often  very  warmly ;  but  i 
doubt  is  yet  too  busy  until  the  peace  be  over.  He  pM 
down  to  Windsor  on  Friday,  to  be  chosen  of  tfaegaitv, 
with  five  more  lords. 

I  know  nothing  of  promises  of  anything  intendHi  fir 
myself;  but,  I  £ank  God,  I  am  not  very  warm  in  oj 
expectations,  and  know  courts  too  well  to  be  suipritf^ 
at  disappointments;  whicl^  however,  I  shall  hav«  u 
great  reason  to  fear  if  I  give  my  thoughts  any  tronWe 
that  way,  which,  without  affectation,  I  do  not ;  altbwtu-fc 
I  cannot  expect  to  be  believed  when  I  say  so.  I  am,  ^: 

JOMATUAN  SwiirT. 


FROM  THE  COUNTESS  OF  ORKNEY. 

London.  November  n,  '^ 
This  key  will  open  treasures ;  but  vain  in  me  tn  n^ 
them.*  Your  convenience  is  my  satisfaction.  W I «» 
or  may  read  what  will  be  in  this  table,  it  ought  atJ 
shall  be  my  happiness.  You  roust  discern  this  cotB^f 
from  the  most  interested  joiner  that  ever  made  a  thsc 
of  this  nature.  Peruse  narrowly ;  and  what  fault* y^ 
find,  tliey  slmll  be  mended  in  every  particular,  to  t» 
utmost  capacity  of,  sir,  your  obliged  humble  serrant, 

E.  Osi^r^ 

TO  THE  COUNTESS  OF  ORKNEY. 

Novwnberll.I'l' 
Madam, — ^When,  upon  parting  with  your  laiUyhip-r^ 
were  pleased  to  tell  me  I  should  find  yonr  pre»i>'  ^ 
home,  natural  justice  prompted  me  to  resolre  that  tjf 
first  use  I  mode  of  it  should  be  in  paying  ackoowM^ 
ments  to  my  benefactor.  But,  when  I  open««J  ^ 
writing-table,  which  I  must  now  call  mine.  I  fooj*' 
you  had  neither  sent  pens,  ink,  nor  paper,  ■°^"Vf 
such  an  undertaking.  Rut  I  ought  to  tell  your  1*^T*  •' 
in  order  that  I  first  got  there  a  much  more  jAitoti*' 
thing :  and  I  cannot  do  greater  honour  to  my  sciutoi^ 
a  Sent  with  a  present  of  a  writing-table,  seai«  psper  vftx.^ 
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than  to  omire  your  lad  jahip  that  your  letter  is  the  first 
thing  I  hsve  put  in  it,  aud  shall  be  the  last  thiug  I  will 
erf  r  tike  out   I  must  tell  your  ladyship  that  I  am  at  this 
DiomfDt  Doder  a  very  great  concern.    I  was  fully  coo> 
riiKcd  that  I  sliould  write  with  a  new  spirit  by  the 
ioflueDce  of  the  materials  you  tent  me ;  but  it  is  quite 
oUwrwise ;  I  have  not  a  grain  of  invention,  whether  out 
of  the  confusion  which  attends  us  when  we  strive  too 
ffluck  to  acquit  ounelvea,  or  whether  your  pens  and  ink 
vt  suUen,  and  think  themselves  disgraced  since  they 
hare  changed  their  owner.     I  heartilv  thank  your  lady- 
•hip  for  making  me  a  present  that  looks  like  a  sort  of 
e»tsltlishroent     I  plainly  lee,  by  the  contrivance,  that 
if  jtm  were  firrt  minister,  it  would  have  been  a  cathe- 
dral.  As  it  is,  ycni  have  more  contributed  toward  fixing 
me  than  all  the  ministry  together :  for  it  is  difficult  to 
tiarel  with  this  equipage,  and  it  wiU  be  imposiible  to 
travel  or  live  without  it    You  have  an  unboubted  title 
to  wfasterer  papers  this  table  shall  ever  contain,  (except 
yoor  letter,)  and  I  desire  you   will  please  to  have 
another  key  made  for  it ;  that,  when  the  court  shall 
think  6t  to  give  me  a  room  worth  putting  it  into,  your 
ladyship  may  come  and  search  it  whenever  yon  please. 
I  beg  your  ladyship  to  join  in  laughing  with  me  at 
my  unreasonable  vanity,  when  I  wished  tl»t  the  motto 
written  about  tha  wax  was  a  description  of  yourself, 
^t,  if  I  am  disappointed  in  that,  your  ladyship  will 
be  10  in  all  the  rest ;  even  this  ink  will  never  be  able 
to  convey  your  ladyship*s  note  as  it  ought    The  paper 
will  contain  no  wonders  but  when  it  mentions  you ; 
Mither  is  the  seal  any  otherwise  an  emblem  of  my  life 
than  by  the  deep  impression  your  ladyship  has  made, 
vhich  nothing  bat  ray  death  can  wear  out.     By  the 
inscription  about  the  pens,  I  fear  there  is  some  mistake ; 
and  that  your  ladyship  did  not  design  them  for  me. 
Hovever,^  I  will  keep  them  imtil  you  can  find  the  per- 
Mt  you  mtended  should  have  them,  and  who  will  be 
aUe  to  dispose  of  them  according  to  your  predictions. 
I  cannot  find  that  the  workman  you  employed  and 
directed  has  made  die  least  mistake :  but  there  are  four 
implements  wanting.     The  two  first  I  shall  not  name, 
btcauie  an  odd  superstition  forbids  us  to  accept  them 
from  onr  friends ;  m  third  is  a  sponge,  which  tlie  people 
Ionic  have  given  so  ill  a  reputation  to,  that  I  vow  it 
fhall  be  no  gift  of  your  ladyship :  the  last  is  a  fiat  ivory 
instrument,  used  in  folding  up  letters,  which  I  insist  you 
moit  provide. 

^1  madam,  the  first-fruits  this  unlucky  present  of 
youcs  has  produced.  It  is  but  giving  a  fiddle  to  a  scraper, 
ur  a  pestle  and  mortar  to  an  apothecary,  or  a  Tory 
punphlet  to  Mrs.  Ramsay.  Nolhmg  is  so  great  a  dis- 
c^Huagement  to  generous  persons  as  the  fear  of  being 
vorried  by  acknowledgments.  Besides,  your  ladyship 
ii  an  unsufferable  kind  of  giver,  making  every  present 
fi^j  times  the  value  by  the  circumstances  aiid  man- 
on.  And  I  know  people  in  the  world  who  would  not 
oblige  me  so  much  at  tne  cost  of  a  thousand  pounds  as 
you  have  done  at  that  of  twenty  pounds ;  which,  I 
must  needs  tell  you,  is  an  unconscionable  way  of  d«al- 
iii j,  and  whereof  I  believe  nobody  alive  is  so  guilty  as 
yuuritlf.  In  short,  you  deceive  my  eyes  and  corrupt 
^y  judgment :  uur  am  I  now  sure  of  anything  but 
that  of  being,  Ac.  Jonatuam  Swift. 

FEOM  THE  COUNTERS  OF  ORKNEY. 

Novomtwr  SS,  1711. 
luu  axe  extremely  obliging  to  write  how  well  you  take 
my  whim  in  telling  my  true  thoughts  of  your  mind  : 
^  If  I  was  ashamed  when  I  reflected,  and  hoped  I  should 
^  jou  soon  after  eapressing  the  value  I  have  of  you 
"»  «  uncommon  way.  But  this  I  write  with  assurance 
tuat  I  am,  very  sincerely,  sir,  your  obliged  humble 
*"»»*ti  '  B.  Orkney. 


FROM  MR.  HARRISON. 


Ulrcdit.  December  16,  17 IC. 
Your  thanks  of  the  25th  of  November,  sir,  come  before 
their  time;  the  condition  of  the  obligation  lieiug,  that 
you  should  receive  twelve  shirts,  which  number  shall 
be  completed  by  the  first  proper  occasion.  Your  kind 
letter,  however,  is  extremely  seasonable;  and  (next  to 
a  note  from  the  treasury)  has  proved  tlie  must  vivifying 
cordial  in  the  world.  If  you  please  to  send  me  now 
and  then  as  much  of  the  some  as  will  lie  upun  the  top 
of  your  pen,  I  should  be  contented  to  take  sh««ts  for 
shirts  to  tne  end  of  the  chapter. 

Since  you  are  so  good  as  to  enter  into  my  aflairs,  I 
shall  trouble  you  with  a  detail  of  them,  as  well  as  of 
my  conduct  since  1  left  England ;  which,  in  my  opinion, 
you  have  a  right  to  inspect,  and  approve  or  condemn 
as  you  think  fit.  During  my  state  of  probation  with 
the  earl  of  Straflbrd,  it  was  my  endeavour  to  recom  • 
mend  myself  to  his  excellency  rather  by  fidelity, 
silence,  and  an  entire  submission,  than  by  an  afi'ect- 
ation  to  shine  in  his  service :  and  whatever  difficulties, 
whatever  discouragements  fell  in  my  way,  I  think  it 
appears  that  they  were  surmounted  in  the  end ;  and 
my  advancement  followed  upon  it  sooni^r  than  I 
expected;  another  would  say,  much  sooner  tluui  I 
deserved,  which  I  should  easily  agree  to,  were  it  not 
tliat  I  flatter  myself  there  is  some  merit  in  the  behaviour 
I  kept  when  the  hopes  and  temptation  of  being  pre> 
ferret  glittered  in  my  eyes.  All  the  world  knows 
upon  what  foot  Mr.  Walk  ins*  thought  himself  with  my 
lord  Straflbrd  ;^  and,  though  all  the  world  does  not 
know  what  I  am  going  to  tell  you,  yet  Mr.  Watkins 
does  on  one  hand,  and  my  lord  Straflford  on  the  other, 
that  all  the  credit  I  had  with  either  was  heartily,  and 
without  reserve,  employed  to  make  matters  easy,  and 
to  cultivate,  in  my  humble  station,  that  good  under- 
standing which  our  court  desired  should  be  between 
them.  I  had  my  reasons  for  this,  and  such,  perhaps, 
as  flowed  from  an  inclination  to  promote  my  own 
interest  I  knew  as  well  as  any  man  living  almost  how 
much  Mr.  Watkins  was  valued  by  my  lord  Bolingbroke 
aud  others.  I  foresaw  the  danger  of  standing  in  comiie- 
tition  with  him  if  that  case  should  happen ;  and,  to  tell 
you  the  truth,  I  did  not  tliink  myself  ripe,  in  regard  of 
interest  at  home,  or  of  any  service  I  could  pretend  to 
have  done  abroad,  to  succeed  Mr.  Watkins  in  so  good 
an  employment.  Above  all,  I  protest  to  you,  sir,  that 
if  I  know  my  own  heart,  J  am  capable  of  sufiering  the 
utmost  extremities  rather  than  violate  the  infinite  duty 
and  gratitude  I  owe  my  lord  Bolingbroke,  by  doing  an 
ill  office  to  a  person  honoured  with  such  particular  marks 
of  his  lordsliip's  esteem.  I  might  add  to  this  tluit  I 
really  loved  Mr.  Watkins ;  and  1  beg  you,  sir,  to  urge 
him  to  the  proof  whether  my  whole  behaviour  was  not 
such  as  mignt  justify  the  warmest  {irofessions  I  can  niiike 
of  that  kind.  After  all  this,  how  comes  it  that  he,  either 
in  raillery  or  good  earnest,  accuses  nic  of  having  any 
resentment  against  him  ?  By  word  of  mouth  when  he 
left  us,  by  letters  so  long  as  he  allowed  me  to  correspoTid 
with  him,  and  by  all  the  people  that  ever  went  frum 
Utrecht  to  Flanders,  have  I  importuned  him  for  the 
continuance  of  his  friendship;  aud,  ])crhaps,  even  in 
his  absence,  (if  he  pleases  to  reflect,)  given  him  a  very 
essential  proof  of  mine.  If  anybody  has  thought  it 
worth  their  while  to  sow  division  between  us,  1  wi.<ih 
he  thought  it  worth  his  to  let  me  into  the  secret ;  aii<l 
nothing,  he  may  be  sure,  sludl  be  wanting  on  my  sido 
to  defeat  a  stratagem  which,  for  aught  I  know,  may 
end  in  the  starving  of  his  humble  servant. 

Which  leads  me  naturaUy  to  the  second  thing  pro- 
posed to  be  spoken  to  in  my  text;  namely,  my  circuui- 

>  LiAte  iccTetary. 

b  Thomu  earl  of  StrmlTard,  am bossndor  extraordinary  and 
pleniiK>teDtiary  to  the  stalesKeaeral 
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stances :  for,  between  you  and  me,  sir,  I  apprehend  die 
treasury  will  issue  out  no  money  on  my  account  till 
fliey  know  what  is  due  on  tiiat  of  Mr.  Watkins.*  And 
if  he  has  any  pretensions,  I  have  none,  that  I  know  of, 
but  what  are  as  precarious  to  me  as  a  stiver  I  gave  away 
but  now  to  a  beggar  was  to  him.  Is  it  possible  that  Mr. 
Watkins  can  demand  the  pay  of  a  commiasion  which  is, 
by  the  queen  herself,  actually  superseded  during  his 
absence  from  his  post?  Or  is  it  not  as  plainly  said  in 
mine  that  I  am  her  majesty *s  secretary  during  such  his 
absence,  as  in  his  that  he  was  so  while  he  resided  here? 
If  I  must  be  crushed,  sir,  for  God*s  sake  let  some  reason 
be  alleged  for  it ;  or  else  an  ingenuous  confession  made 
that  Stat  pro  raiione  vabmiat.  If  you  can  fix  Mr. 
Watkins  to  any  final  determination  on  diis  sulject, 
you  will  do  me  a  singular  service,  and  I  shall  take 
my  measures  accordingly.  Though  I  know  your 
power,  I  cannot  help  distrusting  it  on  this  occasion. 
Before  I  conclude,  give  me  leave  to  put  you  in  mind 
of  l)eating  my  tlianks  into  my  lord  Bolingbroke's  ears 
for  his  late  generosity,  to  the  end  that  his  lordship  may 
be  wearied  out  of  the  evil  habit  he  has  got  of  heaping 
more  obligations  and  goodness  on  those  he  is  pleased 
to  favour  than  their  shoulders  are  able  to  bear.  For 
my  own  part,  I  have  so  often  thanked  his  lordship,  that 
I  have  now  no  more  ways  left  to  turn  my  thoughts ; 
and  beg,  if  you  have  any  right  good  compliments  neat 
and  fine  by  you,  that  you  will  advance  me  necessary, 
and  place  them,  with  the  other  helps  you  have  given 
me,  to  my  accoimt ;  which  I  question  not  but  I  shall 
be  able  to  acknowledge  at  one  and  the  same  time,  ad 
Grttcas  calendtu. 

In  the  mean  time,  I  shall  do  my  best  to  give  you  just 
such  hints  as  you  desire  by  the  next  post ;  though  I 
cannot  but  think  there  are  some  letters  in  the  office 
which  would  serve  your  tuni  a  good  deal  better  than 
anything  I  can  tell  you  about  the  people  at  the  Hague. 
Your  access  there  abundantly  prevents  my  attempting 
to  write  you  any  news  from  hence.  And  I  assture  you, 
sir,  you  can  write  me  none  from  England  (however 
uneasy  my  circumstances  are)  which  will  be  so  agree- 
able as  that  of  year  long-expected  advancement  It 
grieves  me  to  the  soul,  that  a  person  who  has  been  so 
instrumental  to  the  raising  of  me  from  obscurity  and 
distress  should  not  be  yet  set  above  the  jrawer  of  fortune 
and  the  malice  of  ^ose  enemies  your  real  merit  has 
created.  I  beg,  dear  sir,  the  continuance  of  your  kind 
care  and  inspection  over  me ;  and  that  you  would  in 
all  re8|)ects  command,  reprove,  or  instruct  me  as  a 
father ;  for  I  protest  to  you,  sir,  I  do  and  ever  shall 
honour  and  regard  you  with  the  affection  of  a  son. 

TO  THE  DUCHESS  OF  ORMOND. 

December  80, 1718. 
Madam, — Any  other  person  of  less  refinement  and  pru- 
dence than  myself  would  be  at  a  loss  how  \o  thank  your 
grace  upon  the  surprise  of  coming  home  last  night  and 
finding  two  pictures**  where  only  one  was  demanded. 
But  I  understand  yoxir  grace's  malice,  and  do  here 
affirm  you  to  be  the  greatest  prude  upon  earth.  You 
will  not  so  much  as  let  your  picture  be  alone  in  a  room 
with  a  man,  no  not  with  a  clergyman,  and  a  clergyman 
of  five-and-forty ;  and  therefore  resolved  my  lord  duke 
should  accompany  it,  and  keep  me  in  awe,  that  I  might 
not  presume  to  look  too  often  upon  it.  For  my  own 
part,  I  begin  already  to  repent  that  I  ever  begged  your 
grace's  picture ;  and  could  almost  find  in  my  heart  to 
send  it  you  back ;  for,  although  it  be  the  most  beauti^ 
ful  sight  I  ever  beheld,  except  the  original,  yet  the 

»  The  government  «^f^eTed  Harrison  to  be  reduced  to  great 
distress  fur  want  of  regular  payment  of  his  appointments. 

b  •♦  The  duchess  of  Ormoud  promised  me  her  picture;  and 
coming  home  to-night.  I  found  hen  and  tlie  dukn'ji  both  in  my 
chamber."— Jonnio/  to  St9Ua,    December  18, 1712. 


▼eneralion  and  respect  it  fills  me  with  will  altnn 
make  me  think  I  am  in  your  grace's  presence ;  will 
hinder  me  from  saying  and  writing  twenty  idle  thingi 
that  used  to  divert  me ;  will  set  me  labouring  upoa 
majestic,  sublime  ideas,  at  which  I  have  no  manner  of 
talent ;  and  will  make  those  who  come  to  visit  ne 
diink  I  am  grown  on  the  sudden  wonderful  stalely  md 
reserved.  But  in  life  we  must  take  the  evil  wiUi  the 
good ;  and  it  is  one  comfort  that  I  know  how  to  t» 
revenged.  For  &e  sight  of  your  grace's  resemblaotf 
will  perpetually  remind  me  of  psying  my  duty  to  y<nf 
person ;  which  will  give  your  grace  ^  torment,  uui 
me  the  Micity,  of  a  more  fluent  attendance.   , 

But,  after  all,  to  deal  plumy  witb  your  grace,  yoor 
picture  (and  I  must  say  the  same  of  ^y  l<ml  dnkeV 
will  be  of  very  little  use,  fiuther  than  to  let  othm  tn 
the  honour  you  are  pleased  to  do  me :  for  all  the  ac- 
complishments of  your  mind  and  person  are  so  deeply 
printed  in  the  heart,  and  represent  you  so  lively  to  nj 
imagination,  that  I  should  take  it  for  a  high  affront  if 
you  believed  it  in  the  power  of  colours  to  lefreih  mv 
memory ;  almost  as  high  a  one  as  if  your  grace  ihoaM 
deny  me  the  justice  of  being,  witb  the  most  profouiKl 
respect  and  gratitude,  madam,  your  grace's,  &c. 

JoRATBAN  Swin. 


TO  ARCHBISHOP  KINO. 

London.  January  3,  ril  ^ 
Mv  Lord, — Since  I  had  the  honour  of  your  gracei 
letter,  we  have  had  a  dead  time  of  news  and  politio: 
and  I  make  a  conscience  of  writing  to  you  withoot 
something  that  will  recompense  the  trouble  of  reading.  I 
cannot  but  grant  that  your  grace,  who  are  at  adtftanoe, 
and  argue  fVom  your  own  wisdom  and  general  obirr- 
vations  and  reading,  is  likely  to  be  mote  impsittal 
than  I,  who,  in  spite  of  my  resolutions  and  opinion  to 
the  contrary,  am  forced  to  converse  only  wifii  one  ikie 
of  the  world,  which  fastens  prejudices  to  me,  notvitb* 
standing  all  I  can  do  to  avoid  them.  Your  grace  hu 
certainly  hit  upon  the  weak  side  of  our  peace :  hut  I 
do  not  find  you  have  prescribed  any  remedies.  For 
that  of  limiting  FVance  to  a  certain  number  of  ^iT* 
and  troops  was,  I  doubt,  not  to  be  compassed.  T^'hile 
that  mignty  kingdom  remains  under  one  monarch,  it 
will  be  always  in  some  degree  formidable  to  its  neic^ 
hours.  But  we  flatter  ourselves  it  is  likely  to  be  les 
so  than  ever,  by  the  conciurence  of  many  ciKDOi- 
stances  too  long  to  trouble  you  witb.  But,  my  loii 
what  is  to  be  done  ?  I  will  go  so  far  with  your  gnw 
as  to  tell  you,  that  some  of  our  friends  are  of  opinun 
with  the  other  i>arty,  that,  if  this  last  campaign  M 
gone  on  with  the  conjunction  of  the  British  ttw\*> 
France  might  have  been  in  danger  of  being  driren  (<» 
great  extremes.  Yet  I  confess  to  you,  at  the  same 
time,  that  if  I  had  been  first  minister  I  should  hsre 
ailviied  the  queen  to  pursue  her  measum  tovanl  a 
peace. 

Some  accidents  and  occasions  have  put  it  in  tnr  vaj 
to  know  every  step  of  this  treaty  better,  I  think,  t^ 
any  man  in  England.  And  I  do  assert  to  your  gncc, 
that,  if  France  had  been  closely  nushed  this  cam pai^i). 
they  would,  upon  our  refusal,  nave  made  oflen  tj 
Holland  which  the  republic  would  certainly  luve 
accepted ;  and  in  that  case  the  interests  of  EngUnd 
would  have  been  wholly  laid  aside,  as  we  saw  it  three 
yean  ago  at  the  Hague  and  Geertruydenbergfa.  Tbf 
marshal  d'Uxelles  and  Mesnager,  two  of  £e  TVeoch 
plenipotentiaries,  were  wholly  inclined  to  ha\*e  beyua 
by  the  Dutch ;  but  the  third,  abb€  de  Polignac,  wlu 
has  most  credit  with  Monsieur  Torcy,  was  for  bcfia- 
ning  by  England. 

There  was  a  great  faction  in  France  by  this  {to' 
ceeding ;  and  it  was  a  mere  personal  resentment  in  ^ 
French  king  and  Monsieur  Torcy  against  the  Statet 
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wfaieb  hindcicd  them  from  sending  the  fint  overtoM 
dwfv.    And  I  beliere  your  grace  will  be  conTinced, 
hy  eofuidering  that  the  demanda  of  Holland  might  be 
much  more  easily  satiafied  than  thoM  of  Britain.    The 
Sutei  veie  Tcry  indifferent  about  the  article  of  Spain 
bnng  m  the  Bonrbon  fhmily,  aa  Honiiear  Bays  pub- 
iirlj  owned  when  he  waa  hat,  and  among  odien  to 
myfdf.    They  t^ued  not  the  demolition  of  Dunkirk, 
the  frontier  of  Portugal,  nor  the  eecurity  of  Savoy. 
Tliey  •bhoired  the  thougbti  of  our  having  Gibraltar 
and  Minorea,  nor  cared  what  became  of  our  do- 
rainiooi  in  North  America.   All  they  had  at  heart  was 
the  HTcreignty  of  Flanden,  under  the  name  of  a 
barrier,  and  to  ttipolate  what  they  could  for  the  em- 
peror, to  make  him  eaiy  under  their  encroachmenti. 
I  can  fiuther  a«ure  your  grace,  before  any  propotali 
w«T«  K&t  here  from  Fhmce,   and  ever  since,  until 
vitbio  these  few  months^  die  Dutch  have  been  en- 
(IcsTooring  constantly,  by  private  intrigues  with  that , 
court,  to  undermine  ui^  and  put  themselves  at  the 
bead  oft  treaty  ijf  peace :  which  is  a  truth  that  per- 
hapi  the  world  may  soon  oe  informed  in,  with  several 
othen  thit  are  little  known.     Besides,  my  lord,   I 
doubt  whether  you  have  sufficiently  reflected  on  the 
conditian  of  diis  kingdom,  and  the  possibility  of  pur* 
auing  the  war  at  that  ruinous  rate.     This  argument  is 
not  the  weaker  for  being  often  urged.   Besido,  France 
U  likely  to  have  a  long  minority ;  or,  if  not,  perhaps 
to  be  engaged  in  a  civu  war.    And  I  do  not  find  that 
in  public  afGurs  human  wisdom  is  able  to  make  pro- 
TinoQi  for  futurity  which  are  not  liable  to  a  thousand 
accidents.    We  have  done  all  we  can ;   and  for  the 
Rrt,  amni  poittri.  * 

'*Slr  William  Temple's  Memoirs,**  which  you  men- 
tioned, is  his  fint  part,  and  was  published  twenty 
jean  sgo;  it  is  chiefly  the  treaty  of  Nimeguen,  and 
vai  ID  well  known  that  I  could  hardly  think  your 
gnce  hss  not  seen  it. 

I  am  in  some  doubt  whether  a  fall  from  a  horse  be 
nitable  to  the  dignity  of  an  archbishop.  It  is  one  of 
tbe  chief  advantages  in  a  great  station  that  one  is  ex- 
tfm{it  from  common  accidents  of  that  kind.  The  late 
ting^  indeed  got  a  fall;  but  his  majesty  was  a  fox- 
buiiter.  I  question  whether  you  can  plead  any  pre- 
rnj«iit  to  excuse  you ;  and  therefore  1  hope  you  will 
rommit  no  more  such  errors ;  and  in  the  mean  time  I 
bntftilj  congratulate  with  your  grace  that  I  can  rally 
/ou  upon  this  accident 

I  am  in  some  fear  that  our  peace  will  hardly  be 
ci)t>cIoded  in  several  weeks,  by  reason  of  a  certain 
incident  that  could  not  be  foreieen  :  neither  can  I  tell 
« bother  the  parliament  will  sit  before  the  conclusion 
of  the  peace;  because  some  persons  difler  in  their 
politics  about  the  matter.  If  others  were  no  wiser 
tban  I,  your  session  should  not  be  deferred  upon  that 
account  I  am,  with  the  greatest  respect,  your  grace's 
aoft  dutiful  and  humble  servant,  Jonathan  Swut. 


FROM  LORD  BOLINOBROKE. 

UkunMlay  morning,  two  o'clock/ 

January  5, 1713. 
THot'oB  I  have  not  seen,  yet  I  did  not  fail  to  write  to 
lord-treasurer.  Non  t%ia  ru  agitur,  dear  Jonathan.  It 
ia  the  treasurer^  cause ;  it  is  my  cause ;  it  is  every 
tnairt  cause  who  Sa  emhwked  on  our  bottom.  Depend 
°pon  it,  that  I  never  will  neglect  any  opportunity  of 
■bowbg  that  true  esteem,  that  sincere  aflection,  and 
bnofst  friendship  for  yon,  which  fill  the  breast  of  your 
Cftitbfid  friend.  Doling  broke. 

TO  TlIE  DUKB  OP  ARGYLL. 

Jauoary  SO,  1713. 
Mr  Loan,— I  would  myself  have  delivered  the  answer 
I  tent  yesterday  to  your  grace  at  court  by  Dr.  Arbuth- 
«  KiBf  WUliam  UI.  ««•  kiUed  by  a  faU  from  his  bone. 


not,  if  I  had  not  thought  the  right  of  oomplaining  to 
be  on  my  side ;  for  I  think  it  was  my  due  that  you 
should  have  immediately  told  me  whatever  you  bad 
heard  amiss  of  my  conduct  to  your  grace.  When  I 
had  the  honour  to  be  first  known  to  those  in  the  ini<- 
mslry,  I  made  it  an  express  condition,  **that  whoever 
did  me  ill  offices,  they  mould  inform  me  of  what  was 
said,  and  hear  my  vindication ;  that  I  might  not  be 
mortified  with  countenances  es^anged  of  the  sudden, 
and  be  at  a  loss  for  the  cause.**  And  I  think  there  is 
no  person  alive  whose  favour  or  protection  I  would 
purchase  at  that  expense.  I  could  not  speak  to  the 
disadvantage  of  your  graoe  without  being  ungrateful, 
(which  is  an  ill  word,)  since  you  were  pleasea  volun- 
tarily to  make  so  many  professions  of  favour  to  me  for 
some  years  past ;  and  your  being  a  duke  and  a  general 
would  have  swayed  me  not  at  all  in  my  respect  for 
your  person,  if  I  had  not  thought  you  to  abound  in 

Sualities,  which  I  wish  were  easier  to  be  found  in 
lose  of  your  rank.  I  have,  indeed,  sometimes  heard 
what  your  graoe  was  told  I  reported ;  but  as  I  am  a 
stranger  to  coflTeehonsei^  so  it  is  ^^great  deal  below  me 
to  spread  cofleehouse  reports.  Tnis  accusation  is'  a 
litde  the  harder  upon  me,  because  I  have  always  ap« 
peared  fond  of  your  grace*s  character ;  and  have,  with 
great  industry,  related  several  of  your  generous  actions, 
on  purpose  to  remove  the  imputation  of  the  only  real 
fimlt  (for  I  say  nothing  of  common  frailties)  which  I 
ever  heard  laid  to  your  charge.  I  confen  I  have  often 
thought  that  Homer*s  description  of  Achilles  bore  some 
resemblance  to  your  grace,  but  I  do  not  remember 
that  ever  I  said  so.  At  the  same  time,  I  think  few 
men  were  ever  bom  with  nobler  qualities  to  fill  and 
adorn  every  office  of  a  subject,  a  friend^  and  a  pro- 
tector,  ftc. 


;    FROM  ROBERT  HUNTER,  Emi.« 

New  York,  Haiok  1, 171S. 
I  THINK  I  am  indebted  to  you  for  two  letters,  and 
should  have  continued  so  had  it  not  been  for  the 
apprehension  of  your  putting  a  wrong  construction  upon 
my  neglect  My  friends  being  few  in  number,  I  would 
not  willingly,  or  by  my  own  fault,  neglect  or  lose  those 
I  have.  The  true  cause  is  this.  My  unhappy  circum- 
stances have  so  soured  me,  that  whiUever  1  write  must 
be  vin^ar  and  gall  to  a  man  of  your  mirth.  For  the 
better  understanding  of  which,  he  pleased  to  read  them 
in  the  words  of  one  of  my  most  renowned  predecessois.^ 
Qwimdc  petue  vemr  a  ette  gwiemo  a  comer  caiientey  y 
a  bevtr  Jrioy  y  a  rtenar  il  emrpo  eiUre  aabaiui$  de 
Oianda,  tobre  ooldvmet  d$  phtma,  ht  vtmido  a  hater 
pemtencia^  como  m  fmra  Ermetannb,  y  oomo  no  la  hago 
d»  me  vohntady  petuo  qm  al  oAo,  me  ha  de  uevar  el 
diabh.  This  worthy  was  indeed  but  a  type  of  me,  of 
which  I  could  fully  convince  you  by  an  exact  parallel 
between  our  administrations  and  circumstances,  which 
I  shall  reserve  to  another  opportunity. 

The  truth  of  the  matter  is  this ;  I  am  used  like  a 
dog,  after  having  done*all  that  is  in  the  power  of  man 
to  deserve  a  better  treatment,  so  diat  I  am  now  quite 
jaded.  Male  vehi  malo  aUo  gubenumie,  yuam  iam  malit 
redoribmt  bene  oubemare. 

The  approaraing  peace  will  give  leisure  to  the  mi- 
nistry to  tnink  of  proper  remedies  for  the  distracted  state 
of  all  the  provinces ;  but  of  this  more  particularly,  the 
importance  of  it  by  its  situation  being  greater,  and  the 

*  Brigadier  Hunter,  goveraor  of  New  York  snd  New  Jeney, 
wbo  was  afterwanls  appointed  goMemot  and  eaptain-froneral  of 
JasBaka.  in  the  room  of  the  duke  of  Portland*  who  died  there, 
July  4. 172S. 

b  Saucho  Panxa.  "  When  I  thoudkt,  as  being  a  govemor,  lo 
have  a  bellyfUl  of  good  kot  victuals  and  cool  liquor,  and  to 
Tefrcrii  my  body  in  Holland  ahrets  and  on  a  aoft  feather-bed, 
I  am  eoBM  to  do  penanee  like  ahermH;  and,  aa  I  do  it  nnwill- 
ingly,  I  am  alhdd  the  devil  will  have  me  notwithstanding.** 


468 


EPISTOLARY  CORRESPONDENCE. 


danger  by  tlieir  conduct  more  imminent  than  that  of 
the  rest.  I  have  done  mj  duty  in  represoiting  their 
proceedings,  and  warning  them  of  the  coniequences ; 
and  there  I  leave  it  Neque  tarn  me  unXinrrm  conao- 
latur  ut  antea  quam  etita^t^ta,  qud  nuM  in  re  tarn  utw 
Quam  in  hac  civiii  et  piAUcd,  I  have  purchased  a  seat 
for  a  bishop,  and  by  orders  from  the  society  have  given 
direction  to  prepare  it  for  his  reception.  You  once 
upon  a  day  give  me  hopes  of  seeing  you  there.  It 
would  be  to  me  no  small  relief  to  have  so  good  a  friend 
to  complain  to.  What  it  would  be  to  you  to  hear  me 
when  you  could  not  help  me,  I  know  not.  Cetera 
desuHi — for  the  post  cannot  stay.  Adieu.  I  am,  very 
sincerely,  yours,  R.  Hunter. 

TROM  GOVERNOR  HUNTER. 

New  York,  Match  U,  1713. 
QvoyoROH  quaniou  diadadega  generoghqua  ttguegon 
tchitchendgaree ;  or,  lest  you  should  not  have  your 
Iroquoise  Dictionary  at  hand,  "  Brother,  I  honour  you 
and  all  your  tribe ;''  though  that  is  to  be  taken  cum 
grano  eaUe  ;  for  one  of  them  has  done  me  much  harm. 
God  reward  him,  &c.  For  that,  and  what  you  want  to 
know  besides  relating  to  me,  I  refer  you  to  the  bearer, 
Mr.  Sharp,  our  chaplain ;  a  very  worthy,  ingenious, 
and  conscientious  clergyman.  I  wrote  to  you  some 
time  ago  by  a  merchant-ship,  and  therein  gave  you 
some  hints  of  my  sufferings,  which  are  not  diminished 
since  that  time.  In  hopes  of  a  better  settlement,  I 
wished  for  your  company.  Until  that  comes,  I  can 
contribute  to  nothing  but  your  spleen.  Here  is  the 
finest  air  to  live  upon  in  the  universe ;  and  if  our  trees 
and  birds  could  speak,  and  our  assemblymen  be  silent, 
the  finest  conversation  too.  Feri  omnia  telht$y  but  not 
for  me.  For  you  must  understand,  according  to  the 
custom  of  our  country,  the  sachems  are  of  tlie  poorest  of 
the  people.  I  have  got  the  wrong  side  of  sir  Polidore's 
office-;  a  great  deal  to  do  and  nothing  to  receive.  In 
a  word,  and  to  be  serious  at  last,  I  have  spent  three 
years  of  life  in  such  torment  and  vexation,  that  nothing 
in  life  can  ever  make  amends  for  it.  Tu  interim  tia 
Uptua,  et  memor  noatrum,     Fale.  R.  Hunter. 


TO  ARCHBISHOP  KING. 

London,  March  28,  1713. 
My  Lord, — Altliough  your  humour  of  delaying,  which 
is  a  good  deal  in  fiishion,  might  serve  me  for  authority 
and  example  in  not  sooner  acknowledging  your  grace  s 
letter,  I  shall  not  make  that  use  of  it ;  but  naturally 
tell  you  that  the  public  delay  has  been  the  cause  of 
mine.  We  have  lived  almost  these  two  months  past 
by  the  week,  expecting  that  parliament  would  meet, 
and  the  queen  tell  them  that  the  peace  was  signed. 
But  unforeseen  difficulties  have  arisen,  partly  by  some 
mistakes  in  our  plenipotentiaries,  as  well  as  of  those  of 
France,  too  long  to  trouble  your  grace  with,  since  we 
DOW  reckon  all  will  be  at  an  end ;  and  the  queen  has 
sent  new  powers  to  Utrecht,  which  her  ministers  there 
must  ob^,  I  think,  or  be  left  without  excuse.  The 
peace  will  be  signed  with  France,  Holland,  the 
emperor.  Savoy,  Portugal,  and  England:  but  Spain 
has  yet  no  minister  at  Utrecht,  the  Dutch  making 
difficulties  about  the  duke  d'Ossune's  passports;  but 
the  marquis  de  Montellion  will  soon  begin  his  journey : 
at  least  he  tells  me  so.  However,  it  is  of  no  great 
moment  whether  Spain  comes  in  now  or  a  month 
hence ;  and  the  parliament  will  be  satisfied  with  the 
rest.  People  here  have  grumbled  at  thoee  prorogations 
until  they  are  weary :  but  tiiey  are  not  very  con- 
venient, consid^ing  how  many  funds  are  out,  and  how 
late  it  is  in  the  year.  They  tiiink  of  taking  off  2«.  in 
1/.  from  the  land>tax  ;  which  I  always  argued  earnestly 
against;  but  the  court  has  a  mind  to  humour  the 
country  gentlemen,  and  the  thing  is  popular  enough ; 


but  then  we  must  borrow  upon  new  fundi,  wbkh  it 
win  be  of  the  last  difficulty  to  invent  or  raise.  Tin 
other  party  are  employed  in  spreadbg  a  report  moit 
industriously,  that  the  lord-treasurer  intends,  aS\a  tlie 

geace,  to  declare  for  the  Whigs.  They  have  spread  it  ia 
cotland,  to  prepare  people  for  the  next  eLectioD ;  and 
Mr.  Annesley  told  me  the  other  day  at  my  lord- 
steward's  that  he  had  heard  I  writ  the  same  to  my  frieodi 
in  Ireland ;  which,  as  it  is  wholly  without  ground, » 
the  fact  is  what  I  never  had  the  least  belief  o(^ 
although  your  lordship  is  somwhat  of  his  gnce'i  maid, 
in  not  refusing  to  converse  with  his  greatest  eueauei : 
and  therefore  he  ia  censured,  as  you  say  you  aie,  open 
the  same  account.  And  to  those  who  charge  hiza  with 
it,  (as  some  are  free  enough  to  do  it,)  he  only  aayi  bii 
friends  ought  to  trust  him ;  and  I  have  some  reaioo  to 
believe  that  after  a  peace  the  direct  contraiy  will 
appear.  For  my  own  part^  I  entirely  agree  with  yoor 
grace,  that  a  fi«e  man  ought  not  to  confioe  hii  can* 
verse  to  any  one  party ;  neither  would  I  do  lo  if  I 
were  free ;  but  I  am  not,  and  perhaps  much  \m'at 
great  minister  in  such  a  juncture  as  thisw  Among  tbe 
many  qualities  I  have  observed  in  the  treasurer  iW 
is  one  which  is  something  singular,  that  he  will  be 
under  an  imputation,  how  wrong  soever,  without  tW 
pains  of  clearing  himself  to  his  nearest  frieodi,  vhidi 
IS  owing  to  great  integrity,  great  courage,  or  great  coo- 
tempt  of  cerisure.  I  know  he  has  abundance  of  tbe 
two  last,  and  I  believe  he  has  the  first. 

Your  grace's  observations  on  tiie  French  dexterity  ia 
neffotiation,  as  well  as  their  ill  faith,  are  ceitftialr 
right ;  but  let  both  be  as  great  as  possible,  we  mart 
treat  with  them  one  time  or  other ;  and  if  mioi^ 
will  not  be  upon  their  guard  against  such  uotonios 
managers,  they  are  altogether  inexcusable.  But  I  do 
assure  your  grace  that,  as  it  has  fallen  in  mj  way  to 
know  more  of  the  steps  of  this  whole  treaty  than  ^^ 
haps  any  one  man  beside,  I  cannot  see  that  anjtluif 
in  the  power  of  human  prudence^,  under  many  difficult 
conjunctures,  has  been  omitted.  We  have  been  fcftel 
to  conceal  the  best  side,  which  I  agree  baa  ben  un- 
fortunate and  unpopular ;  but  you  will  be  pleved  ^ 
cuHsider  that  this  way  of  every  subject  interpoiiaf  tka 
sentiments  upon  the  management  of  foreign  tagc^ 
tions  is  a  very  new  thing  among  us :  and  tibe  nffffii^ 
it  has  being  thought,  in  the  opinion  of  wise  meo,  too 
great  a  strain  upon  the  prerogative ;  especially  givav 
a  detail  of  particulars,  which  in  the  variety  of  erenfi. 
cannot  be  ascertained  during  the  course  of  air^- 
— I  could  easily  answer  ttie  objection  c(f  your  g»c" 
friends  in  relation  to  the  Dutcn,  and  why  they  wa^ 
those  difficulties  at  the  Hague  and  Geertruydenboigli- 
And  when  the  whole  story  of  these  two  last  intn^^ 
years  comes  to  be  published,  the  world  will  haT«  f^ 
notions  of  our  proceedings.  This  perhaps  will  not  b« 
long  untold,  and  might  already  hare  been,  if  ^ 
people  had  been  no  wiser  than  1.  After  all,  my  ^ 
I  grant  that,  from  a  distant  view  of  things,  abuiKlincf 
of  objections  may  be  raised  against  many  parti  of  otf 
conduct.  But  the  difficulties  which  gave  room  t)) 
these  objections  are  not  seen,  and  perhaps  some  of  tbffi 
will  never  appear ;  neither  may  it  be  conveoieot  tfac! 
should.  If  in  the  end  it  appears  that  we  have  maika 
good  bargain  for  you,  we  hope  you  will  take  it  witboat 
entering  too  nicely  into  the  circumstances.  1  will  »!< 
undertake  to  defend  our  proceedings  agaiut  aoy  jb» 
who  will  not  allow  this  postulatum,  that  it  was  aB* 
possible  to  carry  on  the  war  any  koger ;  whi^b  vw- 
ever  denies,  either  has  not  examined  the  state  of  ^ 
nation  with,  respect  to  its  debts,  or  denies  it  f"^^^ 
spirit  of  party.  When  a  friend  of  mine  objected  m* 
to  lord  Nottingham,  he  fireely  confessed  it  wss  attun$ 
he  had  never  considered.  But,  however,  he  wooM  «« 
against  any  peace  without  Spain ;  and  whyf  becaoff 
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he  wai  not  prirf«wal«  But  then,  why  doM  he  rote 
with  the  Whigs  in  ererythiug  else,  although  peace 
iui  00  ooacernf  because  he  was  not  privy ••eal.  I 
hope,  my  lord,  we  shall  in  time  unriddle  you  many  a 
dark  ]fftA>)em,  and  let  you  see  that  faction,  rage,  rebel- 
lion, and  rerenge,  and  ambition,  were  deeply  rooted  in 
the  hearts  of  those  who  have  been  the  great  obstructora 
of  the  queen  s  measures  and  of  the  kingdom's  happinest ; 
and  if  I  am  not  mistaken,  such  a  scene  may  open  as 
will  leave  the  present  age  and  posterity  little  room  to 
ilouht  whoarethe  real  fHends  and  real  enemies  of  their 
country.  At  the  same  time  I  know  nothing  is  so  rash  as 
fvedictiog  upon  the  events  of  public  councils ;  and  1  see 
many  accidents  very  possible  to  happen  which  mav 
aooii  defeat  all  my  wise  conjectures.  I  am,  my  lord, 
Toor  grace's  most  dutiful  and  most  humble  obedient 
■errant,  Jonathan  Swift. 

FROBI  MR.  PRIOR* 

ParU,  April  8, 171 S. 
PLiT  take  this  word,  writ  ailer  our  packet  is  closed, 
and  the  menmger  staying  for  it,  as  an  equivalent  for 
your  despatches  at  midnight  when  the  wnter  was  half 
aileep.  Hang  me  if  I  know  how  to  go  on,  though  I 
am  in  a  country  where  everybody  doea  not  only  write 
lettcn  but  print  them.  Our  great  affair  goes  on  very 
■acoeHfiilly.  We  transmit  the  Spanish  treaty,  con- 
cluded at  Madrid,  for  your  approtiation  in  England 
and  transmission  to  Utiecht :  after  which  I  think  pax 
Af  will  become  authentic  Latin  :  after  which,  I  sup- 
pear,  our  society  will  flourish,  and  I  shall  have  nothing 
to  do  but  to  partake  of  that  universal  protection  which 
it  will  receiver  In  the  mean  time,  pray  give  my  great 
mpccts  to  our  brethren  %  and  tell  them  that,  while  in 
hopci  of  being  favoured,  they  are  spending  their  own 
monej,  I  am  advancing  my  interest  in  the  French 
language,  and  forgetting  my  own  mother-tongue.  But 
vf  ihall  have  time  enough  to  perfect  our  English  when 
ve  hare  done  with  other  matters.  I  want  mightily  to 
iKar  from  lord-tieasurer.  Tell  him  so.  I  owe  brother 
Arbuthnot  a  letter.  Excuse  my  not  writing  to  kim 
till  I  know  what  to  say.  I  cannot  find  Vanhomrigh" 
■iooe  be  brought  me  your  letter.  I  have  a  rarity  of  a 
hook  to  send  you  by  the  first  fair  occasion.  It  makes 
^little  of  the  English  wit,  '< The  Guardian ;''  but, 
piaubly,  I  do  not  enter  into  his  design.  Let  lord  Bo- 
iin^bn>ke  know  I  love  him  mightily ;  and  pray  do  you 
aa  much  for  Dick  Skelton.  Adieu,  my  good  friend. 
I  am,  Tery  truly,  your  obedient  and  faithful  servant, 

M.  Prior. 

FROM.BARL  POULETT.il 

April,  Sundav  afUMrnoon. 
I « AS  called  away  presently  after  chapel  upon  some 
huaiDcti  which  hindered  my  going  up  stairs  at  St. 
JanM  t  and  occasions  Dr.  Swift  the  trouble  of  this,  to 
nuke  my  ezcoae  for  not  returning  the  paper  which  I 
Itere  lend  yon ;  and  though  it  is  not  in  my  power  to 
*rrt  you  in  any  proportion  to  my  unfeigned  respects 
^f  you,  yet  I  would  not  be  wanting,  on  my  part,  in 
•uy  opportunity  where  I  can,  to  express  myself,  sir, 
ywir  most  faithful  humble  servant,  Poulett. 


TO  THE  REV.  MR.  VILLIAM  DRAPER. 

0BAir,  HBAR  BASINOtTOKB,  aAMnHiaK." 

LondoD.  April  IS.  17IS. 
'^IK.~I  am  ashamed  to  tell  you  how  ill  a  philosopher  I 
^  and  that  a  very  ill  situation  of  my  affairs  for  three 

*  At  tkit  tiB«  plentpotentbry  to  Fraim. 

IV  ilitcra.     8m  noU  to  a  letter  ftom  lord  Harl«y  to 
S«ift.  iUt«l  July  17.  1714. 

•  One  of  the  brothers  of  Vantwa.     See  the  letter  to  MIm 
EttlKT  Vtabonrixh.  dated  July  8, 17  IS. 

*  laiarmA  » loid  fltowacd/'  171S. 

•  Fifit  printed  in  Mr.  Seward's  ••  Biographiana;*  1719,  frum 
w  0Ti|ful  in  the  poasearion  of  the  lato  Rev.  Dr.  Valpy. 


weeks  past,  made  me  utterly  incapable  of  anawering 
your  obliging  letter,  and  thanking  you  for  your  most 
agreeable  copy  of  verses.  The  prints  will  tell  you  that 
I  am  condemned  again  to  live  in  Ireland ;  and  all 
that  the  court  and  ministry  did  for  me  was  to  let  ma 
choose  my  situation  in  the  country  where  J  lun  ba- 
nished. I  c&uld  not  forbear  showing  both  your  letter 
and  verses  to  our  great  men,  as  well  as  to  the  men  of 
wit  of  my  acquaintance ;  and  they  were  highly  ap- 
proved of  bv  all.  I  am  altogether  a  stranger  to  your 
friend  Oppian;  and  am  a  little  angry  when  those 
who  have  a  genius  lay  it  out  in  translations.  I  quet- 
tion  whether  **  Res  augtuta  domi**  be  not  one  of  your 
motives.  Perhaps  you  want  such  a  bridle  as  a  trans- 
lation, for  your  genius  is  too  fruitful,  as  appears  by 
the  frequency  of  your  similes ;  and  this  employment 
may  teach  you  to  write  like  a  modest  man,  as  Shak- 
speare  expresses  it. 

I  have  been  minding  my  lord  Bolingbroke,  Mr. 
Harcourt,  and  sir  William  Windham,  to  solicit  my 
lord-chancellor  to  give  you  a  living,  as  a  business 
which  belongs  to  our  society,  who  assume  the  title  of 
rewarders  of  merit.  They  are  all  very  well  disposed, 
and  I  shall  not  fail  to  negotiate  for  you  while  I  stay  in 
England,  which  will  not  be  above  six  weeks ;  but  I 
hope  to  return  in  October,  and  if  you  are  not  then  pro- 
viaed  for,  J  will  move  heaven  and  earth  that  some- 
thing may  be  done  for  you.  Our  aociety  has  not  met 
of  late,  else  I  would  have  moved  to  have  two  of  us 
sent  in  form  to  request  a  living  for  you  from  my  lord- 
chancellor  :  and,  if  you  have  any  way  to  employ  my 
services,  I  desire  you  will  let  me  know  it,  and  bdieva 
m«  to  be*  very  sincerely,  sir,  your  most  faithful  hum- 
ble servant,  Jonathan  Swirr. 

FROM  DR.  ATTERBURY. 

Chelsoa,  Tuesday  noraing,  April  SI.  1713. 
Mr.  Dean,— Give  me  leave  to  tell  you  that  there  is  no 
man  in  England  more  pleased  with  your  being  pie- 
ferred  than  I  am.  I  would  have  told  you  so  myself 
at  your  lodgings,  but  that  my  waiting  confines  me.  I 
had  heard  a  flying  report  of  it  before ;  but  my  lord 
Bolingbroke  yesterday  confirmed  the  welcome  news  to 
me.  I  could  not  excuse  myself  without  saying  thus 
much ;  and  I  have  not  time  to  say  more,  but  diat  I 
am  your  moat  afleetionate  and  faithful  servant, 

Fr.  Attkeburv.* 

TO  ARCHBISHOP  KINO. 

Loudon.  April  SO.  171S. 
My  Lord, — I  had  the  honour  of  your  grace's  letter  of  the 
I4th,  which  at  present  I  cannot  answer  particularly  :  I 
send  this  to  welcome  your  grace  to  the  Bath,  where  we 
conclude  you  are  now  arrived ;  and  I  hope  the  design 
of  your  journey  is  more  for  prevention  tuan  cure.  I 
suppose  your  grace  has  heard  that  the  queen  has  made 
Dr.  Sterne  bishop  of  Dromore,  and  that  I  am  to  suc- 
ceed him  in  his  deanery.  Dr.  Pamell,  who  is  now  in 
town,  writ  last  post  to  your  grace,  to  deaire  the  favour 
of  you  that  he  may  have  my  amall  prebend  :^  he  diinka 
it  will  be  some  advantage  to  come  into  the  chapter, 
where  it  may  possibly  be  in  my  power  to  serve  him  in 
a  way  agreeable  .to  him,  althougn  in  no  degree  equal 
to  his  merits ;  by  which  he  has  distinguished  himself 
so  much,  that  he  is  in  great  esteem  with  the  ministry 
and  others  of  the  most  valuable  persons  in  this  town. 
He  has  been  many  year*  under  your  grace's  direction, 
and  has  a  very  good  title  to  your  favour ;  so  that  I  be- 
lieve it  will  be  tmnecessary  to  add  how  much  I  should 
be  oblige<i  to  your  grace's  compliance  in  this  matter : 
and  I  flatter  myself  that  his  being  agreeable  to  me  will 


•  Indorwd  by  Swift,  "  Dr.  AltMbnry,  April  S1.171S, 
eleven  in  the  moruing.    I  believe  all  to  do  ptirpose." 
b  Of  Dunlaren. 
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be  no  diflulvantage  to  liim  in  your  grace*!  opinion.  I 
am,  with  the  [greatest  respect,  my  lord,  your  grace** 
most  dutiful  and  most  humble  lenract, 

Jonathan  Swift. 


TO  LORD-CHANCELLOR  HARCOURT. 

May,  1713. 
Mv  LoRD)— I  wonder  your  lordship  would  presume  to 
go  out  of  town  and  leave  me  in  fear  that  I  should  not 
see  you  before  I  go  to  Ireland,  which  will  be  in  a  week. 
It  is  a  strange  thing  you  should  prefer  your  own  health, 
and  ease,  and  convenience,  before  my  satisfaction.  I 
want  your  lordship  for  my  solicitor.  I  want  your  let- 
ter to  your  younger  brother  of  Ireland,*  to  put  him 
under  my  government:  I  want  an  opportunitv  of 
giving  your  lordship  my  humblest  thanks  for  a  him- 
dred  favours  you  have  done  me :  I  wanted  the  si^t  of 
your  lordship  this  day  in  York-buildings.'^  Pray,  my 
lord,  come  to  town  before  I  leave  it,  and  supply  all 
my  wants.  My  lord-treasurer  uses  me  barbarously : 
appoints  to  carry  me  to  Kensington,  and  makes  me 
walk  four  miles  at  midnight.  He  laughs  when  I  men- 
tion a  thousand  pounds  which  he  gives  me ;  though  a 
thousand  pounds  is  a  very  serious  thing,  &c. 

Jonathan  Swift. 


TO  MR.  ADDISON. 

May  13.  1713. 
Sir, — I  was  told  yesterday  by  several  persons  that  Mr. 
Steele  had  reflected  upon  me  in  his ''  Guardian  ;"'  which 
I  could  hardly  believe,  until,  sending  for  the  paper  of 
tiie  day,  I  found  he  had,  in  several  parts  of  it,  insinu- 
ated with  the  utmost  malice  that  I  was  author  of  the 
"  Examiner,"  and  abused  me  in  the  grossest  manner  he 
ooiild  possibly  invent,  and  set  his  name  to  what  he 
had  written.  Now,  sir,  if  I  am  not  author  of  the  *'  £xa-  ^ 
miner,**  how  will  Mr.  Steele  be  able  to  defend  himself 
from  the  imputation  of  the  highest  degree  <jlf  baseness, 
ingratitude,  and  injustice?  Is  he  so  ignorant  of  my 
temper  and  of  my  style  9  Has  he  never  heard  that  the 
author  of  the  '<  Examiner**  (to  whom  I  am  altogether  a 
stranger)  did,  a  month  or  two  ago,  vindicate  roe  from 
having  any  concern  in  itt  Should  not  Mr.  Steele 
have  first  expostulated  with  me  as  a  friend?  Have  I 
deserved  this  usage  from  Mr.  Steele,  who  knows  very 
well  that  my  lord-treasurer  has  kept  him  in  his  em- 
ployment upon  my  entreaty  and  intercession  f  My 
lord-chancellor  and  lord  B<uingbroke  will  be  witnesses 
how  I  was  reproached  by  my  lord-treasurer,  upon  the 
ill  retomi  Mr.  Steele  made  to  his  lordship*s  indul- 
gence, &c.  Jonathan  Swift. 

FROM  MR.  STEELE. 

May  19, 1713. 
Si  R^— Mr.  Addison  showed  me  your  letter,  wherein  you 
mention  me.  They  laugh  at  you  if  they  make  you 
believe  your  interposition  has  kept  me  thus  long  in  my 
office.  If  you  have  spoken  in  my  behalf  at  any  time, 
I  am  glad  I  have  always  treated  you  with  respect; 
though  I  believe  ]rou  an  accomplice  of  the  <'  Exami- 
ner's." In  the  letter  you  are  angry  at,  you  see  I  have  no 
reason  ibr  being  so  merciful  to  him,  but  out  of  regard 
to  the  imputation  you  lie  under.  You  do  not  in  direct 
terms  say  yon  are  not  concerned  with  him ;  but  make 
it  an  argument  of  vonr  innocence  that  the  *'  Examiner" 
has  dedared  you  have  nothing  to  do  with  him.  I  be- 
lieve I  could  prevail  upon  the  '<  Guardian**  to  say  there 
was  a  mistake  in  putting  my  name  in  his  paper :  but 
the  English  would  laugh  at  us,  should  we  argue  in  so 
Irish  a  manner.  I  am  heartily  glad  of  your  being 
made  dean  of  St.  Patrick  s.  I  am,  sir,  your  most  obe- 
dient humble  servant,  Richard  Steele. 

*  ChaneoUor  of  that  kingdom. 

^  Lofd-treasurer  Oxford  thea  lived  there. 


Sib,—     • 

*        •        « 


TO  MB.  STEELE. 

*•  I  may  probably  know  brti9 
when  Aey  are  disposed         ♦        ♦       •       •      t 
The  case  was  thus :  I  did,  with  the  utmost  appliatioD, 
and  desiring  to  lay  all  my  credit  upon  it,  deore  Mr. 
Harley  (as  he  was  then  called)  to  show  yoa  mercy. 
He  said  **  He  would,  and  wholly  upon  my  sceotac 
that  he  would  appoint  yon  a  day  to  see  him:  that  he 
would  not  expect  you  should  quit  any  friend  orpria- 
ciple."    Some  days  after  he  told  me  **  He  hatl  ap. 
pointed  you  a  day,  and  you  had  not  kept  it  f  u|ui 
which  he  reproached  me,  as  engaging  for  took  duo  I 
could  answer,  and  advised  me  to  more  caution  anoditr 
time.    I  told  him,  and  derired  my  lord-chancellor  ud 
lord  Bolingbroke  to  be  witnesses,  that  I  would  nem 
speak  for  or  against  you  as  long  as  I  lived :  col;  I 
would  add  thi^  it  was  still  my  opinion  you  ihouU 
have  mercy  till  you  gave  further  provocatiooi.   Thii 
is  the  history  of  what  vou  think  fit  to  call,  iu  the  ipiot 
of  insulting,  "  their  laughing  at  me  :**  and  you  nuy 
do  it  securely;  for,  by  the  most  inhuman dealiop, 
you  have  wholly  put  it  out  of  my  power,  ai  s  Cliz» 
tian,  to  do  you  the  least  ill  office.     Next  I  desirr  to 
know  whether  the  greatest  services  ever  done  by  oitr 
man  to  another  may  not  have  the  sametumasixopertf 
applied  to  them  f    And,  once  more,  suppose  they  did 
laugh  at  me,  I  ask  whether  my  inclinations  to  mst 
you  merit  to  be  rewarded  by  &e  vilest  treatment,  vbe> 
ther  they  succeeded  or  not?    If  your  interpretatm 
were  true,  I  was  laughed  at  only  for  your  sake ;  wlucL, 
I  think,  is  going  pretty  far  to  serve  a  friend.    As  to 
the  letter  I  complain  of,  I  appeal  to  your  most  psxtial 
friends  whether  you  ought  not  either  to  have  asked  iV 
written  to  me,  or  desired  to  have  been  infunned  b;  & 
third  hand,  whether  I  were  any  way  concerned  in  wtitiii; 
the  **  Examiner*'  f    And  if  I  had  shuffled,  or  annrend 
indirectly,  or  affirmed  it,  or  said  I  would  not  gi?e  yiw 
satisfaction,  you  might  then  have  wreaked  youx  ref  eaxe 
with  some  colour  of  justice.    I  have  sevoal  tisaes  »• 
sured  Mr.  Addison,  and  fifty  others,  «  That  I  bad  vA 
the  least  hand  in  writing  any  of  those  papen ;  aodtU 
I  had  never  exchanged  one  syllable  with  the  suppawl 
author  in  my  life,  that  I  can  remember,  nor  ever  iku 
him  above  twice,  and  that  in  mixed  compaity,  iu  a 
place  where  he  came  to  pay  his  attendance."    Ow 
thing  more  I  must  observe  to  you,  that  a  year  or  tv<i 
ago,  when  some  printers  used  to  bring  me  their  \as^ 
in  manuscript,  I  absolutely  forbid  them  to  give  uy 
hints  against  Mr.  Addison  and  you,  and  some  odicn; 
and  have  frequently  struck  out  refiectioDs  upon  yw  °> 
particular,  and  should  {\  believe)  have  done  it  itill  >/ 
1  had  not  wholly  left  off  tnmbli^  myself  about  tbw 
kind  of  things. 

I  protest  I  never  nw  anything  more  liable  io  exop 
tion  than  every  part  is  of  the  letter  yoa  were  plescdbt 
write  me.  You  plead,  *<  That  I  do  not  in  nune  Id 
Mr.  Addison,  in  direot  terms,  say  I  am  aot  cooooixd 
iu  the  <  Examiner.' "  And  is  that  an  excoae  for  tW 
most  savage  injuries  in  the  world  a  week  before  t  Hot 
far  you  can  prevail  with  the  ^  Guardian  "  I  sbsll  u^ 
trouble  myself  to  inquire;  and  am  more  caDoen«i 
how  you  will  clear  your  own  honour  and  coDScieiK-' 
than  my  reputation.  I  shall  hardly  lose  one  friend  tj 
what  you*  ♦  *  I  know  not  any  *  \  * 
*  ♦  laugh  at  me  for  any  •  ♦  •  il- 
surdity  of  yours.  There  are  solecisms  in  oonhai 
well  as  iu  languages;  and  to  which  of  the  virluei  joo 
will  reconcile  your  conduct  to  me  is  past  my  ^xm^ 
nation.     Be  pleased  to  put  these  questions  to  yonndf- 

■  It  has  happened  that  two  or  thrre  liors  faavebeen  lcnb«s 
Uie  beginning  of  thiB  IcUer ;  and.  tiy  the  aaae  aeciitrst,  tm  ft 
three  linea  are  miiaing  toward  the  latter  part,  vhidi  «cn  v^* 
ton  on  the  back  part  of  the  paper  whidi  waa  ton  ot. 
b  Here  the  maauaeript  ii  torn. 
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"If  Dr.  Swift  be  entirely  iDnocent  of  what  I  accoie 
faim,  how  shall  1  be  able  to  make  him  ntistaction  f 
Aud  how  do  I  know  but  be  may  be  entirely  innocent? 
If  be  wai  laughed  at  only  becauM  he  lolicited  for  me, 
is  that  a  sufficient  reason  for  me  to  say  the  vilest  things 
ijf  him  in  print  under  my  hand,  without  any  proToca- 
tion  f  And  how  do  I  know  but  he  may  be  in  the 
right,  when  he  says  I  was  kept  in  my  employment  at 
his  interposition  f  If  be  never  once  reflected  on  me  the 
loiat  in  anv  paper,  and  has  hindered  many  otheit 
from  doing  it,  how  can  I  justify  myself  for  endeavour- 
ing in  mine  to  ruin  bis  credit  as  a  Christian  and  a 
cleigyTDaB  V^  I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  humble 
srrraut,  Jonathan  Swift. 

FROU  SIR  THOMAS  HANI1EB> 

Taesday. 
Sim, — ^I  keq>  only  the  last  book,  ^  which  I  shall  have 
^oue  througn  before  night.  The  rest  I  send  you,  with 
the  very  lew  observations  I  made  upon  them,  which 
yet  were  as  many  as  I  could  see  any  occasion  for ; 
thaugfa,  I  do  assure  you,  I  read  with  the  same  strict* 
ueaa  and  ill-nature  as  in  the  former  part.  I  am,  your 
most  humble  servant^  &c.  Thouas  Hanmer. 

TO  ARCHBISHOP  KINO. 

London*  Uay  S3, 171S. 
My  Lonv — ^I  bad  the  honour  of  a  letter  from  your 
grace,  the  18th  instant,  from  Chester.  I  was  confi- 
dently told,  about  duree  weeks  ago,  that  your  grace  was 
expended  every  day  at  the  Bath ;  and  you  will  find  a 
letter  there,  as  old  as  6iat,  with  a  requisition  in  ilivour 
of  Dr.  Paniell,  who,  by  his  own  ment,  is  in  the  esteem 
of  the  diief  ministers  here.  I  am  very  sensible  that 
the  loss  your  grace  has  suffered  in  the  removal  of  Dr. 
Sterue  will  never  be  made  up  by  me,  upon  a  ^great 
many  aooounts :  however,  I  shall  not  yield  to  him  in 
respect  and  veneration  for  your  graces  character  and 
prrvon :  and  I  return  you  my  most  grateftil  acknow- 
{t^gments  for  the  offer  you  make  me  of  your  fiivour 
jnd  protectioD.  I  think  to  set  out  fbr  Ireland  on  Mon- 
day sevennigfat,  to  be  there  before  the  term  ends;  fbr 
«o  thry  advise  me,  because  the  long  vacation  follows, 
in  wbtdi  I  cannot  take  the  oaths,  miless  at  a  quarter- 
•evions;  and  I  had  better  have  two  chances  than  one. 
This  wUl  binder  me  from  paying  my  respects  to  your 
grace  at  the  Bath ;  and  indeed  my  own  nealth  would 
(«  better,  I  believe,  if  I  could  pass  a  tew  weeks  there ; 
but  my  remedy  shall  be  riding,  and  a  sea-voyage.  I 
bare  been  inquiring,  and  am  told  your  grace's  cause 
will  faaidly  come  en  this  session ;  but  indeed  I  have 
been  bo  much  out  of  order  for  these  ten  days  past  that 
I  hiKTV  been  able  to  do  nodiing. 

Aa  to  the  spire  to  be  erected  on  St.  Patrick's  steeple, 
I  am  apt  to  think  it  will  cost  more  than  is  imagined  ; 
tttd  I  am  confident  that  no  bricks  made  in  that  part  of 
Ifvlsuid  vill  bear  being  exposed  so  much  to  the  air : 
bowerer,  I  shall  inquire  among  some  architects  here. 

I  hope  your  grace  will  find  a  return  of  your  health 
m  the  plaee  where  you  are.  I  humUy  beg  vour  bless- 
ing ;  and  remain,  with  great  respect,  my  lord,  your 
pace's  moat  dutiful  and  most  humble  servant, 

Jonatuan  Swift. 


obliged  to  you  for  any  kind  things  said  in  my  behalf 
to  the  treasurer;  and  assure  you,  when  you  were  in 
Ireland,  you  were  the  constant  subject  of  my  talk  to 
men  in  power  at  that  time.  As  to  the  vilest  of  man- 
kind, it  would  be  a  glorious  world  if  I  were :  for  I 
would  not  conceal  my  thoughts  in  favour  of  an  injured 
man,  though  all  the  powers  on  earth  gainsaid  if,  to  be 
made  the  first  man  in  the  nation.  This  position  I 
know  will  ever  obstruct  my  way  in  the  world ;  and  I 
have  conquered  my  desires  accordingly.  I  have  re- 
solved to  content  myself  with  what  I  can  get  by  my  own 
industry,  and  the  improvement  of  a  small  estate,  with- 
out being  anxious  whether  I  am  ever  in  a  court  again 
or  not.  I  do  assure  you,  I  do  not  speak  this  calmly, 
after  the  ill  usage  in  your  letter  to  Addison,  out  uf 
terror  of  your  wit  or  my  lord-treasurers  power;  but 
inxre  kindness  to  the  agreeable  qualities  I  once  so  pas- 
sionately delighted  in  in  you.  You  know,  I  know 
nobody;  but  orie  that  talked  after  you,  could  tell, 
**  Addison  bad  bridled  me  in  point  of  party.*'  This 
was  ill  hinted,  both  with  relation  to  nim,  and,  sir, 
your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

RiCHAftD  Stbelb. 

I  know  no  party ;  bat  the  truth  of  the  question  is  what 
I  will  support  as  well  as  I  can,  when  any  man  I 
honour  is  attacked. 


FROM  MR.  STEELE. 

Bloomrirary,  Mky  SS,  1713. 
Sia^ — I  have  received  yours,  and  find  it  impossible  for  a 
man  to  judge  in  his  own  case.  For  an  allusion  to  you, 
aa  one  under  the  imputation  of  helping  the  <<  Examiner," 
and  owning  I  was  restrained  out  of  respect  to  you,  you 
t^ll  AddJMn,  under  your  hand,  ^  you  think  me  the 
vilcat  of  mankind,*^  and  bid  him  tell  me  so.    I  am 


t« 


..     Recelvsd  about  May.  t7U.** 
b  or  tlM  MS.  **  History  of  the  peace  of  Utrecht." 


to:  MR.  STEELE. 

Mat  27,  1713. 
SiH, — The  reason  I  give  you  the  trouble  of  this  rqdy  (o 
your  letter  is  because  I  am  going  in  a  very  few  days  to 
Ireland;  and  although  I  intended  to  return  toward 
winter,  yet  it  may  happen,  fhmt  the  common  accidents 
of  life,  that  I  may  never  see  you  again. 

In  your  yesterday  s  letter  you  are  pleased  to  take 
the  complaining  side,  and  think  it  hard  I  should 
write  to  Mr.  Addison  as  I  did  only  for  an  allusion. 
This  allusion  was  only  calling  a  cleigyman  of  some 
little  distinction  an  infidel :  a  cleigyman  who  was  your 
friend,  who  always  loved  you,  who  had  endeavoured  at 
least  to  serve  you ;  and  who,  whenever  he  did  write 
anything,  made  it  sacred  to  himself  never  to  fling  out 
the  least  hint  against  you. 

One  thing  you  are  pleased  to  fix  on  me,  aa  what  you 
are  sure  of:  that  the  **  Examiner"  had  talked  after  me^ 
when  he  said,  **  Mr.  Addison  had  bridled  you  in  point 
of  party."  I  do  not  read  one  in  six  of  those  papers,  nor 
ever  knew  he  had  such  a  passage ;  and  I  am  so  igno- 
rant of  this,  that  I  cannot  tell  what  it  means :  whether 
that  Mr.  Addison  kept  you  dose  to  a  party,  or  that  ho 
hindered  you  from  writing  about  party.  I  never 
talked  or  writ  to  that  author  in  my  life ;  so  tliat  be 
oould  not  have  learned  it  from  me.  And  in  short,  I 
solemnly  affirm  that,  with  relation  to  every  friend  I 
have,  I  am  as  iimocent  as  it  is  possible  for  a  human 
creaUve  to  be.  And  whether  you  believe  me  or  not,  I 
think,  with  submission,  you  ought  to  act  aa  if  you  be- 
lieved me  till  you  have  demonstration  to  the  contrary. 
I  have  all  the  ministry  to  be  my  witnesses  tliat  there  is 
hardly  a  man  of  wit  of  the  adverse  party  whom  I  have 
not  been  so  bold  as  to  recommend  often  and  with 
earnestness  to  them :  for  I  think  principles  at  present 
are  quite  out  of  the  case,  and  that  we  dispute  wholly 
about  persons.  In  these  last  you  and  I  difliSr ;  but  in 
the  other,  I  think,  we  agree :  for  I  have  in  print  pro- 
fessed myself  in  politics  to  be  what  wo  formerly 
called  a  Whig. 

As  to  the  great  man^  whose  defence  you  undertake, 
though  I  do  not  think  so  well  of  him  as  you  do,  yet  1 
have  been  the  cause  of  ureveuting  five  hundred  hard 
things  being  said  against  him. 

I  am  sensible  I  have  talked  too  much  when  myself  is 

a  The  duke  of  Marlborough. 
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the  subject :  therefore  I  conclude  with  sincere  wishes 
fur  your  health  and  prosperity,  and  am,  sir,  yours,  &c. 

Jonathan  Swift. 

You  cannot  but  remember  that,  in  the  only  thinf^  I 
ever  published  with  my  name,  I  took  care  to  cele* 
brate  you  as  much  as  I  could,  and  in  as  handsome 
a  manner,  though  it  was  in  a  letter  to  tlie  present 
lord-treasurer.       

FROM  ERASMUS  LEWIS.  Esq. 

WhiteliaU.  Jane  f,  171 S. 
I  HOPE  this  will  meet  you  at  Chester,  and  that  your 
passage  at  sea  will  be  favoured  with  as  mild  weather  as 
your  journey  by  land  has  been  these  two  first  days. 
The  division  yesterday  in  the  house  of  lords  was  filly- 
four  against  fifty-four.  Proxies  were  called  for,  and 
we  had  seventeen  to  thirteen.  This  is  the  greatest  victorv 
we  ever  had.  The  duke  of  Argyll  and  the  Scotch 
were  against  us  to  a  man.  Lords  Weymouth  and  Car- 
teret were  with  them.  It  was  very  comical  to  see  the 
Tories,  who  voted  with  lord-treasurer  against  the  dis- 
solution of  the  Union,  under  all  tiie  perplexities  in  the 
world  lest  they  should  be  victorious ;  and  the  Scotch, 
who  voted  for  a  bill  of  dissolution,  under  agonies  lest 
they  themselves  should  carry  the  point  they  pretended 
to  desire.  In  all  the  time  I  have  been  conversant  in 
business,  I  never  before  observed  both  sides,  at  the 
same  time,  acting  parts  which  they  thought  contrary 
to  their  interests.  Let  us  hear  from  you  sometimes, 
and  believe  there  is  nobody  with  more  sincerity  yours, 
than,  &c.,  £.  Lbwis. 

FROM  THE  REVEREND  MR.  SHARPENS 

London,  June  4, 171S. 
Reverend  Sir, — I  was  commanded  by  bis  excellency 
brigadier  Hunter,  governor  of  New  York,  to  deliver  the 
enclosed  with  my  own  hand,  had  I  been  so  happy,  for 
his  service  and  my  own  satisfaction,  as  to  have  seen 
you  at  London.  I  am  persuaded  your  influence  here 
might  have  contributed  to  create  a  better  opinion  of 
him  among  some  leading  men  in  the  Society  for  Pro- 
pagation of  the  Gospel  in  Foreign  Parts,  who  have  been 
much  imposed  on  by  the  clamorous  memorials  of  some 
indiscreet  missionaries  abroad.  He  has  the  just  esteem 
of  two-thirds  of  the  clei^  in  his  government,  and  the 
greatest  port  of  the  laity  who  have  either  sense,  probity, 
or  honour ;  but  his  adversaries  have  made  the  church's 
cause  a  favourable  handle  for  their  repeated  complaints, 
which,  with  the  application  of  their  triends  here,  makes 
them  hopeful  of  success. 

I  have  been  twelve  years  abroad,  in  the  service  of 
the  church  in  America :  the  last  ten  years  were  in  the 
station  of  chaplain  to  her  majesty *s  forces  at  New 
York,  where  I  had  the  opportunity  of  being  very  near 
to  the  several  governors ;  and  do  assure  you  that,  if  I 
had  ever  observed  in  him  any  inclination  to  weaken 
the  interest  of  the  church  tisere,  I  could  not  in  con- 
science offer  to  excuse  him  ;  but  he  is  better  known  to 
you  than  that  I,  who  am  altogether  unknown,  should 
presume  to  give  his  character. 

What  I  beg  leave  to  entreat  of  you  is,  to  recommend 
me,  in  my  endeavours  for  his  service,  to  the  advice  and 
assistance  of  your  friends.  The  perplexity  of  all  his 
aflairs  at  this  time  claims  the  good  offices  of  all  that 
wish  him  well.  If,  in  favour  to  his  excellency,  you 
are  pleased  to  honour  me  with  the  pardon  of  this,  and 
what  return  the  enclosed  may  require,  direct  for  me  to 
the  care  of  Mr.  James  Douglas,  merchant,  in  Fen- 
court,  Fenchurch-street,  London.  I  beg  leave  to 
subscribe  myself,  with  great  respect,  reverend  sir,  your 
most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

John  Sharps. 

m  Chaplain  to  brigadier  Hanter,  goreraor  of  Now  York. 


FROM  MR.  LEWIflA 

'Whitehall  July  9.  ITII 
We  are  all  running  headlong  into  the  greatest  ron- 
fusion  imaginable.^  Sir  Thomas  Hanmerc  is  gotr 
into  the  country  this  morning,  I  believe  much  diroo- 
tented ;  and  I  am  very  apprehensive  neither  lonj 
Anglesey<i  nor  he  will  continue  long  with  us.  I  bnitilj 
wish  you  were  here,  for  you  might  certainly  be  oif 
great  use  to  us  by  your  endeavours  to  reconcile,  snI 
by  representing  to  them  the  infallible  comcqueocaof 
these  divisions.  We  had  letters  this  morning  fna 
Ireland.  What  is  the  reason  I  had  none  from  jwl 
Adieu.     I  hope  your  want  of  hoilth  is  not  the  canie. 

E.  L£«K 

TO  ARCHBISPHOP  KINO. 

Trim.  Jttly  16.  ir.J. 
Mr  Lord, — I  have  been  about  five  wedu  in  this  kii|- 
dom,  but  so  extremely  ill  with  the  return  of  an  old 
disorder  in  my  head,  that  I  was  not  able  to  write  to 
your  grace.  I  have  been  the  greatest  part  of  that  Iitm 
at  my  country  parish,  riding  every  day  for  my  hctdiiL 
I  can  tell  your  grace  nothing  from  Dublin,  h»w^ 
spent  the  days  I  was  there  between  business  and  piijsc. 
and  paid  no  visits,  nor  received  any  but  one  day ;  ud 
I  reckon  it  no  great  loss,  for  I  hear  they  are  all  vun 
mad ;  and  it  is  one  felicity  of  being  among  vilWi. 
that  one  is  not  troubled  with  faction.  I  hope  yva  bin 
as  little  of  it  at  the  Bath ;  for  I  cannot  fimcy  it  «ioa 
well  with  the  waters.  If  your  grsce  goes  to  Undia 
from  the  Bath,  I  believe  I  may  have  ^  koooai<tf 
waiting  on  you ;  although  I  shall  do  all  in  my  po«e 
to  save  the  trouble  of  such  a  jouxney ;  which  neitkr 
my  fortune  nor  my  health  will  very  w^  bear.  Ihop^ 
you  feel  the  good  effecti  of  the  place  you  an  in;  »<1 
I  pray  God  continue  your  life^  for  the  good  of  hs 
church. 

The  other  day  Mr.  Thacker,  prebendary  of  Sagaii 
and  vicar  of  Rathcool,  died;  and  it  would  beagretf 
mark  of  goodness  in  your  grace,  at  well  as  a  ^eaod 
favour  to  me,  if  you  would  please  to  dispose  of  lu< 
livings  in  (avour  of  Mr.  Thomas  Warburton,  vholut 
been  many  years  my  assistant  in  the  cure  of  I^ncff, 
has  behaved  himself  altogether  unblamably,  and  s 
a  gentleman  of  very  good  learning  and  seme.  If  I 
knew  any  one  more  deserving,  I  would  not  iceco^ 
mend  him ;  neither  would  I  do  it,  however,  heaa* 
I  know  your  grace  has  a  great  many  depentlcnti, 
but  that  it  will  be  a  great  use  to  me  to  bsTe « 
vicar  in  one  of  my  rectories,  and  upon  my  deanerr.  u 
whom  I  can  confide.  I  am  told  the  livings  amouitt  *i 
120/.  a-year  at  most ;  and  it  may  probably  ha^ipA  i^ 
my  way  to  be  able  to  oblige  some  friend  of  youn  io  ^ 
greater  matter,  which  I  shall  very  readily  do.  I  ^i^- 
with  the  greatest  respect,  my  lord,  your  grace's  vo^ 
obedient,  and  most  humble  servant, 

Jonathan  Swipt. 


FROM  MR.  LEWIB.* 

Whitehall.  July  ».  n3 
This  day  ie*nnight  the  queen  goes  to  Hampw 
Court,  and  the  Monday  following  to  WirnlMr.  I 
ftncy  by  that  time  Mr.  Brondey  '  will  be  aeoetary  << 
state,  in  the  room  of  my  lord.s  Lord-treasuftr  va 
abroad  this  evening,  for  &e  first  time  after  a  fortjiif^t* 
illness.     I  hear  there  came  a  dozen  of  lettcn  from  t(«i 

•  Indorsed. "  Mr.  Lewis,  about  the  diviaioof.**  fee 

'*  This  annoanced  the  ifTceoneUable  divisioa  bet«eca  Q»<^ 
and  BoUngbroke. 

c  Speaker  of  the  hotm  of  eommons. 

d  Who  vm  Joint  vice-treasiuvr  of  Ireland  irltk  Tinri  t^ 
of  Clarendon. 

•  Indoned,  '*  Mr.  Lewis,  prearing  me  to  oome  o«er  " 

'  William  Bromley,  esq.,  appuiQted  aeeretary  rf  »tate«  A^ 
17. 1713.  in  the  room  of  William  earl  of  Dartmooth.  B»k  hy* 
priry-Beal. 

t  Dartmouth,  to  whom  Mr.  Lewis  had  bea  mmwy 
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bj  the  nme  poit  ia  your  friendf  here.  My  lord-txea- 
mrer  dtsirct  you*ll  make  all  poatiUe  haste  OTer ;  for 
«e  want  juu  extremely.  K.  Lbwis. 

TO  BISHOP  ATTERBURY. 

The  ODuntry  in  Ireland.  August  S,  1713. 
Mr  LoRD,--It  is  with  the  greatest  pleasure  I  heard  of 
joar  lonlAip's  promotion :  I  mean  that  particular 
promotion,*  which  1  believe  is  agreeable  to  you, 
though  it  does  not  mend  your  fortune.  There  is  but 
ooe  other  change  I  could  wish  you,  because  I  have 
beard  that  you  prefer  it  before  all  the  rest ;  and  that 
likewise  is  now  ready,^  unless  it  be  thought  too  soon, 
ind  that  yon  are  made  to  wait  till  another  person  has 
u«d  it  far  a  step  to  cross  the  water.*  Though  i^am 
here  b  a  way  of  sinking  into  utter  oblivion  ;  for 

*'  Ha  IslitinB  nee  dnlcei^  neo,  >1  mlhi  crediii  unans  :** 
yet  I  diall  challenge  the  continuance  of  yoiu  lordship*s 
£&Tow;  end,  whenever  1  come  to  London,  shall,  with 
jTiest  ismance,  cross  the  Park  to  your  lordship  s  house 
io  Wertminster,  at  if  it  were  no  more  than  crossing  the 
■tieet  st  Chelsea.  I  talked  at  this  threatening  rate  so 
often  to  you  about  two  years  past,  that  you  are  not 
now  to  £jrget  it. 

Pfty,  my  lord,  do  not  let  your  being  made  a  bishop 
hinder  you  ftom  cultivating  the  politer  studies  whicn 
your  heart  was  aet  unon  when  you  went  to  govern 
Christ  Church.  Providence  has  made  you  successor 
to  a  perMm  who,  though  of  a  much  inferior  genius,' 
tnnied  all  bis  tiioughts  that  way ;  and  I  have  been 
told,  with  great  success,  by  his  countenance  to  those 
vfao  deserved.  I  envy  Dr.  Friend*  that  he  has  tou 
ftrhii  inspector;  and  I  envy  you  for  having  such  a 
permi  in  your  district,  and  whom  you  love  so  well. 
Shall  not  1  have  liberty  to  be  sometimes  a  third  among 
you,  though  I  am  an  Irish  dean? 

"  Verracani  In  pntrlii  enaoquo  sub  aere  natna.**' 
A  very  disordered  head  hindered  me  from  irriting 
nrly  to  your  lordship  when  I  first  heard  of  your  pre- 
fmnent;  and  I  have  reproached  myself  of  ingratitude 
vhen  I  remembered  your  kindness  in  sending  me  a 
letter  upon  the  deanery  they  thought  fit  to  throw  me 
h.tn;  to  which  I  am  yet  a  stranger,  being  forced  into 
thf  country,  in  one  of  my  old  parishtt,^  to  ride  about 
tor  a  little  health.  I  hope  to  have  the  honour  of  asking 
Tpur  lordship's  blessing  some  time  in  October.  Mean- 
while I  desire  your  lordship  to  believe  me  to  be,  with 
renr  great  respect  and  truth,  my  lord,  your  lordship's 
most  dutiful  uid  most  humble  servant, 

Jonathan  Svipt. 

FROM  MR.  PRIOR. 

Pkkria,  Aucuflt  ft-16.  17U. 
As  I  did  not  expect,  my  good  friend  Jona^ian,  to 
hare  received  a  letter  from  you  at  Dublin,  so  I  am 
*urf  I  did  not  intend  to  write  one  thither  to  you ;  but 
Mr.  Rosingrave  ^  thinks  it  may  do  him  a  service  in 
npcommending  him  to  you.  If  so,  I  am  very  glad  of 
it;  for  it  can  be  of  no  other  use  imaginable.  I  have 
vrit  letters  now  above  twenty-two  years.  I  have  taken 
<•>«»,  destroyed  fleets,  made  treaties,  and  settled  com- 
nwroe  in  letters.  And  what  of  all  this  f  Why,  no- 
thinjf,  but  that  I  have  had  some  subject  to  write  upon. 
But  to  write  a  letter  ouly   because    Mr.  Rosingrave 

*  Tt»  deanery  of  Weatminster. 

^  IV  bishoprie  of  London  waa  then  vneaat,  by  the  death  of 
Or  (  omiAoo.  who  diod  July  4, 171S. 
»  Tu  L^mtirth. 

*  Dr.  Spru,  vhow  worka.  thonxh  now  seldom  read,  make 
pvt  nr  th«  eoUeetkm  of  Brilifh  poL^ts. 

'  I>r.  Priend,  Ihtm  hetul  mitstcr  oC  Wcalminakor-achooL 

« •• landof  boira 

With  ditche*  Cpaoed,  a  hativeii  fat  with  fog«.*'— 

JuvsxAi^  Sat.  X.  75. 
K  Laneor  ami  Rathbrggin. 
^  A  eeleliratBd  nmtMmtt  in  mnaic 


has  a  mind  to  carry  one  in  his  pocket,  to  tell  you  that 
you  are  sure  of  a  friendship  which  can  never  do  you 
threepence  of  good,  and  wish  you  well  in  England 
very  soon,  when  I  do  not  know  when  I  am  likely  to  be 
there  myself:  all  this,  I  say,  is  very  absurd  fur  a 
letter ;  especially  when  I  have  this  day  written  a  doxen 
much  more  to  the  purpose.  If  I  had  seen  your 
manuscript  •,*  if  I  had  received  Dr.  Pameirs  poem ; 
if  I  had  any  news  of  Landen  being  taken ;  why,  well 
and  good :  but  as  I  know  no  more  than  the  duke  of 
Shrewsbury  designs  for  England  within  three  weeks  ; 
that  I  must  stay  here  till  somebody  else  comes,  and 
then — brings  me  necessarily  to  say,  good  Mr.  Dean, 
that  I  am  like  the  fellow  in  the  "  Rehearsal,"  that  did 
not  know  if  he  was  to  be  merry  or  serious,  or  in  what 
way  or  mood  to  act  his  part.  One  thing  only  I  am 
assured  of,  that  I  love  you  very  well,  and  am,  most 
sincerelv  and  faithfully,  dear  sir,  your  servant  and 
brother,^  M.  PstoB. 

Lord  and  lady  Shrewsbury  give  their  service  to  you. 

Vanhomrigh  has  run  terrildy  here  in  debt,  and  being 

in  durance,  has  sent  to  his  mother  upon  pecuniary 

concerns.     Adieu,  once  more. 
What  we  are  doing,  or  what  is  to  become  of  us.  I 

know  not 

"  Pmdena  ftituri  temporia  exitum 
CaliKiooi^  node  premit  D«ua, 
Ridetque "        Hon.  Ub.  iil.  od.  »9. 

This  is  all  the  Latin  and  writing  I  can  at  present  spare 
you. 

Pray  give  my  service  to  your  chancellor ,c  and  be  much 
acauainted  with  judge  Nutley,  and  love  him  very 
well  for  my  sake.  Adieu.  Once  more^  find  out  my 
cousin  Pennyfether  and  Nutler  (if  he  is  not  too  grave 
for  you);  and  according  to  the  laudable  custom  of 
your  country,  drink  this>louis  out,  for  a  token  of  my 
generosity  and  your  sobriety.  And  now  I  think  I 
havefunusbed  out  a  vevy  pretty  letter. 

FROM  MR.  LEWLS  d 

Whitahall.  Angus!  6.  HIS. 
I  HAVB  so  often,  and  in  so  pressing  a  maimer,  de- 
sired you  to  come  over,  that,  if  what  I  have  already  said 
has  no  efiect,  I  shall  despair  of  better  success  by  any 
further  arguments.  If  I  were  to  recapitulate  the  several 
reasons  you  ofler  to  die  contrary,  and  answer  them  se- 
parately, I  should  srow  peevish ;  which  I  have  no  way 
to  avoid  but  by  telling  you  in  general  it  is  all  wrong. 
You  and  1  have  already  laid  it  down  for  a  maxim 
that  we  must  serve  lord-treasurer  without  receiving 
orders  or  particular  instructions ;  and  I  do  not  yet  see  a 
reason  for  changing  that  rule.  His  mind  has  been 
communicated  more  freely  to  you  than  any  other;* 
but  you  will  not  understand  it  The  denru  of  great 
men  are  conunandg  ;  at  least  the  only  ones  I  hope  they 
ever  will  be  able  to  use.  You  have  a  mind  to  stay  in 
Ireland  till  October,  and  desire  me  to  give  my  opinion 
whether  you  should  come  sooner?  I  answer,  yes. 
Then  you  bid  me  consider  again ;  that  is,  you  would 
have  me  say  I  am  of  opinion  you  should  stay  till 
October.  When  judges  would  have  a  jury  change 
their  verdict,  they  bid  them  consider  again  :  when  a 
man  is  determined  to  marry  a  woman,  and  his  friend 
advises  him  against  it,  he  asks  his  opuiion  again ;  and 
if  his  friend  is  so  silly  as  not  to  alter  his  advice,  he 
marries  without  it.  I  am  as  much  in  the  spleen  now 
I  am  answering  your  letter,  as  you  were  when  you  writ 
it.  Come  over ;  you  will  cure  yourself  and  me  too. 
Adieu.  E.  Lewis. 

•  Of  the  "  Hblory  of  the  Peace  of  Utiecfau" 
fc  He  waa  one  of  the  sixtoon. 
«  Sir  Cunalantine  Pliippa. 

A  IndorMHl.  ••  Mr.  IjeniM,  prcnmnK  me  In  eoroe  otw." 
v  By  this  it  appear*  that  lord  Oirery  waa  niatakcn  when  he 
aaM  that  Swift  mtAtm^oytd,  not  (mstarf. 
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FROM  DR.  SMALRIDOE.* 

Chrbtchurch.  September  27, 171S. 
Mr.  Dean, — ^When  you  were  so  kind  as  to  favour  the 
master  of  the  Temple**  and  me  with  your  company  at 
the  chaplain  s  table  at  Kensington,  there  dined  with  ui 
one  Mr.  Fiddes,*  a  welUdeserving  clergyman,  whose 
circumstances,  we  told  you,  were  not  at  all  suitable  to 
his  merits.  You  expressed  on  that  occasion  so  generous 
a  concern  for  him,  and  so  great  a  readiness  to  do  him 
any  good  offices  which  might  lie  in  your  way,  that  he 
seems  to  think  he  should  be  wanting  to  himself  if  he 
did  not  endeavour  to  cultivate  an  interest  with  one  so 
willing  and  so  able  to  serve  him.*  He  has  therefore 
made  repeated  instances  to  me,  that  I  would  remind 
you  of  him,  which  I  should  not  have  hearkened  to, 
were  I  not  well  assured  that  you  would  excuse,  if  not 
thank  me,  for  furnishing  you  with  an  opportunity  of 
doing  a  generous  and  good-natured  thing.  You  will 
not,  I  fancy,  think  a  formal  application  to  any  great 
man  in  his  behalf  either  proper  or  requisite ;  but  if  you 
should,  upon  the  perusal  of  one  or  two  of  his  sermons, 
think  as  well  of  them  as  I  do,  and  should  in  conversa- 
tion with  my  lord-treasurer  express  a  good  opinion  of 
the  author,  one  kind  word  from  you,  seasonably  dropped, 
might  determine  his  fortune,  and  give  you  the  satisfac- 
tion of  having  made  him  and  his  family  as  happy  as 
they  can  wish  to  be.     I  am,  sir,  your  humble  servant, 

Geo.  Smalridoe. 


TO  ARCHDEACON  WALLS. 

Windnr  Castle,  October  1. 1718. 
I  HAD  just  now  a  letter  from  you,  wherein  you  mention 
the  design  of  making  me  prolocutor.  I  will  confeu  to 
you  there  are  two  reasons  why  I  should  comply  with 
it;  one  is,  that  I  am  heartily  weary  of  courts  and 
ministeiB,  and  politics,  for  several  reasons  impossible  to 
tell  you ;  and  I  have  a  mind  to  be  at  home,  since  the 
queen  has  been  pleased  that  Ireland  should  be  my 
Home :  the  other  reason  is,  that  I  think  somebody 
educated  in  Dublin  college  should  be  prolocutor ;  and 
I  hear  there  are  design'  of  turning  it  another  way. 
Bot,  if  you  find  it  will  not  do,  I  hope  you  will  quit 
the  design  in  proper  season.  I  condole  with  you  for 
the  loss  of  your  companions^  this  winter ;  and  I  was 
always  of  opinion  they  should  be  in  town,  unless  they 
iind  their  health  better  at  Trim. 

I  am  a  little  disappointed  at  Parvisol's^  return.  I 
hoped  it  would  have  amounted  to  near  500/.  in  the 
tithes ;  I  doubt  not  the  cause,  and  beg  you  will  have 
no  sort  of  tenderness  for  him  further  than  it  regards  my 
interest;  as  to  the  land-rents,  thev  are  174/.  a-year  in 
the  country,  besides  some  small  things  in  town ;  and  I 
am  in  no  pain  about  them,  because  they  are  sure ;  nor 
do  I  desire  him  to  concern  himself  about  them. 

I  hoped  and  was  told  my  licence  would  be  under  6/., 
though  all  was  paid  ;  and  I  heard,  if  lord-chancellor 
had  taken  his  fees,  it  would  have  been  HL  Tell  Mr. 
Feiherston  I  have  spoken  to  baron  Scroup  about  his 
affair,  who  promises  to  despatch  it  with  the  first  oppor- 
tunity. I  am  now  with  some  ministers  and  lords,  and 
other  company,  and  withdrawn  to  a  table,  and  hardly 
know  what  I  writr,  they  are  so  loud.  My  humble 
service  to  your  Dorothy,  and  aldemum  Stoyte,'  his 
wife,  and  Cellarius ;  and  duty  to  the  bishop  of  Dromore. 
Yours,  Jonathan  Swift. 

•  Aftenraids  bishop  of  Bristol. 
h  Dr.  Sherlock,  aiWrwards  bishop  of  London, 
c  Richard  Fiddn,  afUrwardi  D.D..  author  of      \  Body  of 
Divinity/*  ••  The  Life  of  Cardinal  Wolscy,"  &c. 
a  Mn.  Johndon  and  Mn.  DIngley. 
■  The  doan's  agent. 
'  An  alderman  of  Dublin,  afterwards  lord-nuyor. 


FROM  LORD  CHANCELLOR  PHIPPS. 

Dublin.  October  10. 1713 

Sir, — r  had  the  ihvour  of  your  kind  letter  of  the  th*\ 
of  September,  and  had  sooner  acknowledged  it  if  1 
had  not  been  prevented  by  the  constant  hurry  vt 
have  been  in  witn  relation  to  the  city  and  parliamcat 
affairs. 

I  heartily  congratulate  your  safe  anival  in  Loodoi, 
and  return  you,  with  all  the  gratitude  imagiDable,  mj 
thanks  for  the  great  trouble  you  have  givoi  jmnAi, 
as  well  on  bdialf  of  my  son  in  particular  aa  of  tiiii 
kingdom  in  general :  and  I  am  sorry  you  iboald  Teo. 
ture  so  ikr  as  to  bum  your  fingers ;  but  you  know  roch 
misfortunes  often  happen  to  gentlemen  who  hut  \ 
hearty  seal  for  the  interest  of  thmr  frimds.  Bat  thii 
comfort  attends  them,  that  the  burning  goes  off  aon; 
whereas  the  credit  and  honour  of  serving  one'i  fn^nl 
last  always.  The  account  you  sent  me  of  Mr.  Wofv 
ley*s  being  an  envoy  was  new,  and  had  not  reacbed  m 
beifore  your  letter  came.  I  know  not  how  lufficiaitlr 
to  ackiK)wledge  the  obligations  you  have  laid  odqk; 
but  assure  you,  if  you  have  any  commands  on  this  »Mr 
the  water,  there  is  no  one  will  be  more  proud  of  beiut: 
honoured  with  them  than  he  who  is,  with  very  grot 
respect,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

CONSTANTDIS  PuiPn. 


TO  ARCHDEACON  WALLS. 

London.  October  IS.  i:a 
I  BAVB  two  letters  of  yours  to  acknondedge.— No.  I 
mistake,  it  is  but  one,  for  I  answered  the  former,  d 
September  22nd,  some  time  ago ;  your  other  is  of  tb 
1st  instant,  with  an  account  of  your  mayor  squabhlca 
which  we  regard  as  much  here  aa  if  you  sent  us  u 
account  of  your  li^e  son  playing  at  chnry-siaue*.  I 
told  your  lord-chancellor  that  the  best  thiog  the  go? en>* 
ment  there  could  do  would  be  never  to  trouble  usmth 
your  affairs,  but  do  the  best  you  caxi,  for  we  will  oeitLi 
support  nor  regard  you.  I  have  received  the  lonit- 
iiutices*  representation,  just  now  sent  to  the  qneeu.  I 
have  said  more  upon  it  than  anybody  elie  would;  a:^ 
I  hope  my  lord*heutenant  [duke  of  Shrewsbury]  vil! 
put  a  good  end  to  the  dispute.  I  am  heartily  sorry  i.< 
poor  mwley,  and  doubt  such  a  shake  at  his  ag«  ■»! 
not  be  well  recovered.  Of  your  four  canditUtn  u 
succeed  him  I  dislike  all  but  the  6rst,  which  ii  Doltoti. 
As  to  the  chair  of  prolocutor,  I  said  to  you  io  u* 
former  all  I  thought  necessary.  I  dislike  the  ti'A: 
for  myself;  but  I  would  keep  a  wrong  man  out,  ^ini 
would  be  glad  of  an  honest  excuse  to  leave  courts  a;<i 
public  thoughts ;  but  it  would  vex  me  to  be  propo*^ 
and  not  succeed. 

As  for  Williams,  I  am  an  old  courtier,  and  will  thinl 
of  it ;  but,  if  we  want  a  singer,  and  I  can  get  a  bettn. 
that  better  one  shall  be  pnferred,  although  my  fathr 
weic  competitor. 

I  have  spoken  to  baron  Scroup  about  Mr.  FetbrT- 
stones  aflhir,  and  I  hope  to  get  him  a  good  sccount 
of  it 

You  very  artificially  bring  in  yoor  friend  Mn 
South  !  I  have  spoke  to  her,  and  beard  from  her:  k-I 
spoke  to  the  duke  of  Ormond ;  I  will  do  her  ▼)>&( 
service  I  can. 

My  service  to  gossip  DoU,  and  God  Uess  my  H* 
daughter. 

I  think  you  need  not  inquire  about  the  land-rmte  of 
the  deanery,  they  are  secure  enough ;  and  I  bdieip  I 
shall  not  trouble  Mr.  Panrisol  about  them. 

There  is  one  farm  set  for  120/.  a-year,  anothtf  ^ 
54/.  Rents  adjoining  to  the  deanery  aboot  71  U^- 
and  duties  about  8/.,  or  something  under ;  and  a  mall 
lease  of  tithes,  about  il.  or  5/. :  which  last  I  woulii  br 
glad  you  would  ask  Parvisol  whether  it  be  iochuloJ 
>  Concerning  «fa>  Ssamel  Cooke. 
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unoi]^  ihfB  tithtt  lie  has  let  You  lee  all  the  lentt  to- 
f^ber  oie  under  200 A  I  forgot  5/.  a-year  for  the 
vrrg«r*9  house.  Service  to  Stoyte  and  Manley,*  and 
duty  to  bUhop  of  Dromore.*^         Jomatham  Swift. 

TO  ARCUDEikCON  WALLS. 

LoDdoB.  October  20. 1713. 
.^IB, — I  wrote  to  you  immediately  upon  receiving  your 
former,  as  I  do  now  upon  your  last  of  the  10th  instant. 
Ai  to  Uie  business  of  being  prolocutor,^^  I  will  tell  you 
fbe  short  of  my  story.  Although  I  have  done  more 
irrvice  to  Ireland,  and  particularly  to  die  church,  than 
any  man  of  my  level,  I  have  never  been  able  to  get  a 
ifood  word;  and  I  incurred  the  displeasure  of  the 
bishops  by  being  the  instrument,  sine  qyd  iwrn,  of  pro- 
curing the  first-fruits:  neither  had  I  credit  to  be  a 
convocation-man  in  the  meanest  diocese  of  the  king- 
dom, till  poor  dean  Svnge,  who  happened  to  think  well 
of  me,  got  me  to  be  chosen  for  St  Patrick's;  so  that  I 
think  £ere  will  be  a  great  change  if  I  am  chosen  pro- 
locutor. And  yet,  at  the  same  time,  I  am  so  very 
nice  that  I  will  not  think  of  moving  toward  Ireland 
rill  I  am  actually  chosen :  you  will  say,  '*  What  then 
most  the  clergy  do  for  a  prolocutor  ?**  Why,  I  suppose 
th«>y  may  appoint  a  vice-prolocutor  until  my  coming 
(»rer.  which  may  be  in  ten  days.  But  this  perhaps  is 
not  feasible :  if  not,  you  may  be  sure  I  shall  not  so 
openly  declare  my  ambition  to  that  post,  when  I  am 
nut  sure  to  carry  it ;  and  if  I  fail,  the  comfort  of  me- 
i-ttm  certdMie/ertiur,  will  not  perhaps  fall  to  my  share. 
Bat  T  go  on  too  fast ;  for  I  find  in  your  next  lines  tliat 
the  archbishop  says  there  will  be  an  indispensable 
necessity  that  1  should  be  there  at  the  election.  Why, 
if  tfie  bldiops  will  all  fix  it  so  as  to  give  a  man  time 
tt)  come  over,  with  all  my  heart ;  but,  if  it  must  be 
itruggled  for  at  the  election,  I  will  have  nothing  to  do 
with  it.  As  for  the  bishops,  I  have  not  the  least 
ibterest  with  above  three  in  the  kingdom ;  and  unless 
the  thought  strikes  the  clergy  in  general  that  I  must 
be  their  man,  nothing  can  come  of  it :  we  always  settle 
a  tpemktt  hers  as  soon  as  the  writs  are  issued  out  for  a 
mrllament ;  if  you  do  so  for  a  prolocutor,  a  man  might 
tia%e  warning  in  time :  but  I  should  make  the  foolishest 
fi^re  iu  nature  to  come  over  hawking  for  an  employ- 
ruent  I  nowise  seek  or  desire,  and  then  fail  of  it.  Pray 
rtimmunicate  the  sense  of  wliat  I  say  to  the  archbishop, 
ti>  whom  I  will  write  by  this  post.  As  to  my  private 
aiEsira,  I  am  sure  they  are  in  good  hands ;  but  I  beg  you 
vill  r«ot  h»ve  the  least  regard  or  tenderness  to  Parvisol 
fartber  than  you  shall  find  he  deserves.  I  am  my  gossip's 
rrrj  bumble  servant ;  and  the  like  to  Mr.  Stoyte,  his 
Iwly,  and  Catherine,  and  Mr.  Manley^andhis  laidy  and 
dai^:bfter.     I  am,  youi  obedient  humble  servant, 

Jonathan  Swipt. 

I  wrote  lately  to  Dr.  Synge,  twice  in  all. 

I  tbink  you  should  force  the  St.  Mary  ladies'  to 
f  ywm  toward  Christmas. 

My  doty  to  the  bishop  of  Dromore. 

Dr.  Synge  wrote  me  word  a  month  ago  that  Hosin- 
rrave,  our  organist,  was  at  the  point  of  death.  Is  he 
•iesd  ur  alhref 


TO  ABaiDJsnOP  KINO. 

Londoa.  October  SO.  1713. 
\f  T  T^BDi — ^The  opportunity  1  had  of  a  ship  was  so 
■tidckn  tfaiii  I  had  not  time  to  leceive  your  grace's  last 
rnmmanda»  or  pay  my  respects,  which  it  was  my  duty 
and  todinAtion  to  do;  and  as  for  writing,  I  have 
^vays  (old  your  grace  that  I  could  not  set  about  it 

•  InAT  Manlry.  esq.,  deputy  postmaater-gaicr&I  of  IreUad. 

*>  Dr.  John  Slenie. 

«  TKe  ooBvoeMkua  did  boI  mset  in  Ivolaad  sfter  the  year 
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with  a  good  conscience  until  I  were  prorided  with 
matter  enough  for  your  trouble  of  reading.  We  ara 
outwarfUy  pretty  quiet  during  this  interval  of  parli«F 
ment ;  but  I  will  not  answer  what  seeds  are  sowing  to 
make  the  next  spring  produce  bitter  fruit  There  are 
several  reasons,  impossible  for  me  to  tell  at  this  dis- 
tance, why  I  shall  not  be  so  good  a  correspondent  as  I 
liave  formerly  been,  but  may  probably  serve  to  enter* 
tain  you  a  year  or  two  hence :  for  the  fashion  of  this 
world  passes  away ;  and  there  is  nothing  of  so  little 
consequence  as  the  greatest  court  secrets  when  ooce  the 
scene  is  changed.  I  said  to  somebody,  when  I  was 
last  in  Ireland,  who  talked  to  me  of  the  advantage  and 
felicity  I  had  in  the  familiarity  of  great  ministers,  that 
it  was  well  enough  while  it  continued  a  vanity ;  hot 
as  soon  as  it  cesaed  to  be  a  vanity  it  began  to  be  a 
vexation  of  spirit.  I  have  some  thought  of  passing 
this  winter  at  the  Bath,  because  my  health  requires  it, 
and  because  I  shall  ttien  be  a  pretty  equal  distance 
from  the  (actions  on  both  sides  tne  water ;  for  it  is  not 
impossible  your  grace  may  have  a  warm  winter. 

I  have  bad  some  letters,  particularly  from  Dr. 
Synge  and  Mr.  Archdeacon  Walls,  about  my  being 
prolocutor.  I  have  tibis  post  writ  my  thoughts  upon 
that  subject  to  Mr.  Walls ;  and,  to  save  you  the  trouole, 
have  desired  him  to  communicate  them  to  your  grace. 
Our  elections  for  (he  city  still  continue:  I  was  this 
afternoon  at  Guildhall.  I  find  three  of  die  old 
members;  and  Withers,  who  is  lowest,  tells  me  he 
does  not  despair  of  carrying  it  for  himself.  There  is 
abundance  of  artifice  (to  give  it  the  softest  word)  used 
on  both  sides. 

I  came  yesterday  from  Windsor,  where  I  saw  the 
queen  in  very  good  health,  which  she  finds  there  more 
man  anywhere  else,  and  I  believe  will  hardly  remove 
until  December.  I  believe  my  lord-lieutenant  [duke 
of  Shrewsbury]  will  be  landed  before  this  letter  comes 
to  your  hands :  he  is  the  fineft  gentleman  we  have,  and 
of  an  excellent  understanding  and  capacity  for  busi- 
ness :  if  I  were  with  your  grace  I  would  say  more ; 
but  leave  it  to  your  own  sagacity. 

I  will  only  venture  to  say  one  thing  relating  to  Ire* 
land,  l)ecause  I  believe  it  will  be  of  use  that  your 
grace  should  know  it.  If  your  house  of  commons 
should  run  into  any  violence  disagreeable  to  us  here,  it 
will  be  of  the  worst  consequences  imaginable  to  that 
kingdom :  for  I  know  no  maxim  more  strongly  main* 
toined  at  present  in  our  court  than  tluit  her  majesty 
ought  to  exert  her  power  to  the  utmost  upon  any 
uneasiness  given  on  your  side  to  herself  or  her  servants ; 
neither,  can  I  answer  that  even  the  legislative  power 
here  may  not  take  cognisance  of  anything  that  may 
pass  among  you,  in  opposition  to  the  persons  and 
principles  tibat  are  now  favoured  by  the  queen.  Per- 
haps 1  am  gone  too  far ;  and  therefore  shall  end  with- 
out any  ceremony.    Your  grace's,  &c. 

JoNAniAN  Swift. 

Direct  to  me  under  cover  to  Erasmus  Lewis,  esq.,  at 
Mr.  Secretary  Bromley's  office  at  Whiteludl. 

FROM  LORD  CHANCELLOR  PHIPP8. 

Dubliu,  October  24,  171S. 
DsAS  Sir, — I  am  indebted  to  you  for  your  kind 
letters  of  the  Rth  and  10th  instant,  and  I  very  heartily 
acknowledge  the  obligation.  That  of  the  8tik  gave  me 
a  great  many  melancholy  thoughts,  when  I  reflected 
upon  the  danger  our  constitution  is  in  by  the  neglect 
and  supineness  of  our  friends  and  the  vigilance  and 
unanimity  of  our  enemies:  but  I  hope  your  parlia- 
ment proving  so  good  will  awaken  our  friends,  and 
imite  uiem  more  firmly,  and  make  them  more  active. 

That  part  of  your  letter  of  the  1 0th  which  related  to 
my  son  gave  me  great  satisfaction;  for,  though  the 
commissioners  here  have  heard  nothing  of  it,  yet  i 
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believed  Mr.  Keightley  might  bring  over  full  instruc- 
tions in  it :  but  he  is  arrived  and  knows  nothing  of  it : 
■o  that,  whatever  good  intentions  my  lord  •treasurer  had 
in  relation  to  my  son,  his  lordship  has  forgotten  to  give 
any  directions  concerning  him ;  for,  with  him,  things 
are  jast  as  they  were  when  you  left  Dublin.  If  you 
will  be  so  kind  to  put  his  lordship  in  mind  of  it, 
you  will  be  very  obliging. 

I  cannot  discharge  the  part  of  a  friend  if  I  omit  to 
let  you  know  that  your  great  neighbour*  at  St 
Pulcher's  is  very  angry  with  you.  He  accuses  you  for 
going  away  without  taking  your  leave  of  him,  and  in- 
tends in  a  little  time  to  compel  you  to  reside  at  your 
deanery.  He  lavs  some  other  things  to  your  charge, 
which  you  shall  know  in  a  little  time.^ 

We  hourly  expect  my  lord-lieutenant.  The  Whigs 
begin  to  be  sensible  they  must  expect  no  great  counte- 
nance fWrni  him,  and  begin  to  be  a  little  down  in  the 
mouth  since  they  find  Broderick  is  not  to  be  their 
8peaker.e  I  am,  with  very  great  truth,  your  most 
obedient  humble  servant,        Constantine  Phipps. 


FBOM  DR.  DAVENANT4 

Windsor,  November  3. 171S. 
Sir,—- You  have  the  character  of  employing  in  good 
offices  to  others  the  honour  and  happiness  you  have  of 
being  often  with  my  lord-treasurer.  I'his  use  of  your 
access  to  him  is  an  uncommon  instance  of  generosity, 
deserving  the  highest  praises  ;  for,  most  commonly, 
men  are  most  apt  to  convert  such  advantages  to  their 
own  single  interest,  without  any  regard  of  others; 
though,  in  my  poor  opinion,  not  so  wisely.  Acts  of 
friendship  create  friends,  even  among  straiigeri,  that 
taste  not  of  them ;  and,  in  my  experience,  I  hardly 
ever  knew  a  man  friendly  in  the  course  of  his  proceed- 
ings, but  he  was  supported  in  the  world ;  ingratitude 
being  the  vice  of  which  the  generality  of  men  are  most 
ashamed  to  be  thought  guilty. 

My  son  and  I  have  reasons  to  return  you  our  thanks 
for  what  you  have  already  done  of  this  kind  in  his 
favour,  and  we  beg  the  continuance  of  it.  Ministers  of 
state  have  such  multiplicity  of  business  that  it  is  no 
wonder  if  they  forget  low  individuals ;  and,  in  such  a 
case,  private  persons  must  be  beholden  to  some  good- 
natured  man  to  put  those  in  power  in  mind  of  them ; 
otherwise  they  may  be  forgotten  till  old  age  overtakes 
them.  Such  weU-disposed  remembrancers  deserve 
access,  &miliarity,  and  interest  with  great  men ;  and 
perhaps  they  are  the  most  useful  servants  they  can 
countenance  in  their  hours  of  leisure.  • 

I  need  not  tell  you  that,  in  point  of  time,  he  is 
above  all  pretenders  to  foreign  business;  that  his 
affairs  have  now  depended  almost  three  years ;  that,  in 
the  interim,  it  has  gone  very  hard  with  him  ;  and  that 
he  gave  a  very  early  instance  of  his  seal  to  the  present 
administration.  But  what  he  builds  his  hopes  most 
upon  is  the  promise  my  lord-treasurer  was  pleased  to 
make  to  the  duke  of  Shrewsbury,  iust  as  his  grace  left 
Windsor,  that  a  provision  should  be  made  for  Mr. 
Davenant.  We  must  entreat  you  to  find  some  lucky 
moment  of  representing  to  my  lord  that  the  young 
man  is  pressed  oy  a  nearer  concern  than  that  of  making 
his  fortune,  and  that  lovers  can  hardly  be  persuaded  to 
be  as  patient  as  other  men.  The  duke  has  carried  his 
mistress  from  him,  and  will  not  consent  to  make  him 
happy  till  he  sees  him  in  some  way  of  being  settled : 
in  which  how  anxioiu  any  delay  must  be  (possession 
depending  upon  it)  he  leaves  you  to  judge,  who  have  so 

•  Thi*  archbithop  of  Dublin. 

b  This  is  proof  thmt  then  wm  no  cordiality  between  Swift 
and  mrchbbhop  Kinx. 
c  He  WM  choeeii  apoaker  by  »  majority  of  four  voices. 

*  Charles  Davenant,  LL.D^  inspectur^eneni  of  impurta  and 
espocts. 


well  studied  mankind,  and  who  know  that  lore  in 
passion  in  one  of  hb  age  much  strunger  than  ambitioL. 
I  beg  your  pardon  for  this  long  trouble,  and  am,  lir. 
your  most  humble  and  most  obedient  servant, 

ChABLES  D▲VEXA^T. 
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EXTRACT  FROM  THE  MS.  DIARY  OF  BISHOP 

KKNNET.» 
"  1713.  Dr.  Swift  came  into  the  oofieebooie,  uA 
had  a  bow  from  everybody  but  me.  When  1  cur  b» 
the  antechamber  to  wait  before  prayei^  Dr.  Swift  wv 
the  principal  man  of  talk  and  business,  and  acted  m 
master  of  requests.  He  was  soliciting  the  esrl  of  Amb 
to  speak  to  his  brother  the  duke  of  Ormond  to  pr  i 
chaplain*s  place  established  in  the  garrison  of  HuU  fi* 
Mr.  Fiddes,  a  clergyman  in  that  neighbourhood,  ih 
had  lately  been  in  gaol,  and  published  sennou  to  pj 
fees.  He  was  promising  Mr.  Thorold  to  uodeituf 
with  my  lord-treasurer  that,  according  to  hii  petitkn. 
he  should  obtain  a  salary  of  200/.  per  annum,  u 
minister  of  the  English  church  at  Rotteniam.  Hr 
stopped  F.  Gwjrnne,  esq.,  going  in  with  the  red  kg  U 
the  queen,  and  told  him  aloud  he  bad  somethifig  ti 
say  to  him  from  my  lord -treasurer.  He  talked  vi(i 
the  son  of  Dr.  Davenant  to  be  sent  abroad,  aod  tik;^ 
out  his  pocket-book,  and  wrote  down  several  tbio^  ^f 
memoranda,  to  do  for  him.  He  turned  to  tbe  fiit,  »»^ 
took  out  his  gold  watch,  and,  telling  him  the  time  it 
the  day,  complained  it  was  very  late.  A  gentlea^oi 
said  <  he  was  too  fast.*  ^  How  can  I  help  it,'  ays  ttn 
doctor,  *  if  tlie  courtiers  give  me  a  watch  that  vout  f 
right  9'  Then  he  instructed  a  young  Dobleom  t^- 
the  best  poet  in  England  was  Mr.  Pope,  (a  Vi^^ 
who  had  begun  a  translation  of  Homer  into  ¥a>p^'- 
verse,  for  which  *  he  must  have  them  all  lubtffjtr . 
'  for,*  says  lie,  <  tlte  author  thali  not  begin  to  priot  ttl! 
/  have  a  thousand  guineas  for  him.*  Lord-treawi^ 
aller  leaving  the  queen,  came  through  the  r»c, 
beckoning  Dr.  Swift  to  follow  him :  both  went  dTjuiC 
before  prayers. 

"  Nov.  3. — ^I  see  and  hear  a  great  deal  to  confina  i 
doubt,  Uiat  the  pretender*s  interest  is  mnch  at  a^ 
bottom  of  some  hearts  :  a  whisper  that  Mr.  NeWm  >^ 
a  prime  hand  in  the  late  book  for  hereditary  ri<^t;  k^ 
that  one  of  them  was  presented  to  maiesty  Itirlf.  v^^ 
God  preserve  from  the  effect  of  such  prificipla  «J 
such  intrigues  !** 

FROM  THE  DUCHESS  OF  ORMOM). 

November  3.  171 S.  Etewn  ai  nirfct 
Doctor, — I  hope  your  servant  has  told  you  I  •rott.'K* 
the  favour  of  you  to  come  hither  to-night;  bat,*!?' 
you  could  not  conveniently,  I  hope  you  will  »»'  '^f'" 
me  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  you  to-morrow  tnom'^f 
My  lord  joins  with  me  in  tliat  request,  and  vill  !^^' 
company  but  you.  I  hope  you  will  come  b((f*  ''^ 
o*clock,  because  he  is  to  go  at  that  hour  to  Muid*^- 
1  b^  your  pardon  for  sending  so  early  as  1  hare  ot^ 
them  to  carry  this ;  but  the  fear  of  your  heior  f* 
abroad,  if  they  went  later,  occasioned  tbst  tI^^^^*' 
given  you  by,  sir,  your  most  sincere  and  moit  f^ ' " 
ful  humble  servant,  M.  ORVoNi' 

TO  LORD-TREASURER  OXFORD- 

OV  THB   DIATH   OV  HIS   DAUOBTKB.   TBB  MASCilOl^*' 
or  CABBIIABTHBM.k 

Mv  Lord,— Your  lordship  is  the  perwn  m  tbe  wf «« ^' 
whom  everybody  ought   to   be  silent  upon  nrb  ^ 

•  Formerly  in  the  library  of  the  late  marquti  of  Li»^*»'' 
and  now  in  the  Britiah  Mneeum.  ,     \t>4^ 

b  The  marehioncM  waa  married  November  l*.l'**' "'.*, 
to  bed  of  a  eon  (aOerwards  Duke  of  licedt)  Nownbcr  1. 1- ' ; 
aud  died  November  20.  agnl  88.    The  leUer  of  ooiua»^ 
iH'autifully  and  feelingly  written. 
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occaiion  u  thii}  which  is  only  to  be  supported  by  the 

greatest  wisdom  and  strength  of  miud :  wherein,  God 

liwirs,  the  wisest  and  best  of  us,  who  would  presume 

td  offer  their  thoughts,  are  far  your  inferiors.  It  is  true, 

iuiieed,  that  a  great  misfortune  is  apt  to  weaken  the 

mfij'I  and  disturb  the  understoadiag.     This,  indeed, 

nii^ht  be  some  pretence  to  us  to  administer  our  conso^ 

Uiiofts,  if  we  had  been  wholly  strangers  to  the  person 

g\me.    But,  my  lord,  whoever  had  the  honour  to  know 

W,  w&iits  a  comforter  as  much  as  your  lordsliip : 

Wcause,  though  their  loss  is  not  so  great,  yet  they  have 

not  the  same   firmness  and  prudence  to  support  the 

want  of  a  friend,  a  patroness,  a  benefactor,  as  you  have 

tn  tiipport  that  of  a  daughter.     My  lord,  both  religion 

a/Kl  reason  forbid  me  to  have  the  least  concern  for  that 

Udy*  death  upon  her  own  account;  and  he  must  be 

aa  ill  Christian,  or  a  perfect  stranger  to  her  virtues, 

vhr)  would  not  wish  liimself,  with  all  submission  to 

(iimI  Almighty's  will,  in  her  condition.     But  your 

luniship,  who  has  lost  such  a  daughter,  and  we,  who 

Udve  lost  such  a  friead,  and  the  world,  which  has  lost 

luch  an  example,  have,  in  our  several  degrees,  greater 

cauje  to  lament  than  perhaps  was  ever  given  by  any 

pnvate  person  before :  for,  my  lord,  I  have  sat  down  to 

tliiuk  of  every  amiable  quality  that  could  enter  into 

th«  composition  of  a  lady,  and  could  not  single  out  one 

wliirh  she  did  not  possess  in  as  high  a  ])erfection  as 

Imnuu  nature  is  capable  of.     But  as  to  your  lordship's 

ovn  particular,  as  it  is  an  inconceivable  misfortune  to 

hire  lost  such  a  daughter,  so  it  is  a  jjossession  which 

f^v  can  boast  of  to  have  had  such  a  daughter.     I  have 

uftfn  said  to  your  lordship  "  That  I  never  knew  any 

viie  hy  nuuij  degrees  so  happy  in  their  domestics  as 

Tou  ;**  and  I  affirm  you  are  so  still,  though  not  by  so 

to^y  degrees:  from  whence  it  is  very  obvious  that 

n>ur  lordship  should  reflect  uiion  what  you  have  left, 

Slid  not  upon  what  you  have  lost. 

To  say  the  truth,  my  lord,  you  began  to  be  too 
hipfiy  for  a  mortal ;  much  more  happy  than  is  usual 
vith  the  dispensations  of  Providence  long  to  continue. 
Vuu  had  been  the  great  instrument  of  preserving  your 
coiiQtry  from  foreign  and  domestic  ruin:  you  have 
^1  the  felicity  of  establishing  your  family  in  tlie 
ST^test  lustre,  without  any  obligation  to  the  bounty  of 
voor  prince,  or  any  industry  of  your  own  :  you  liave  tri- 
umphed over  the  violence  and  treachery  of  your  enemies 
hj  jour  cotirage  and  abilities :  and,  by  the  steadineu 
of  joar  temper,  ovor  the  inconstancy  and  caprice  of 
ymr  friends.  Perhaps  your  lordship  has  felt  too  much 
compUccncy  within  vourself  upon  this  universal  suc- 
ce« :  and  God  Almighty,  who  would  not  disappoint 
TOUT  endeavours  for  the  public,  thought  fit  to  punish 
jou  with  a  domestic  loss,  where  he  knew  your  heart 
vas  most  ocposed ;  and,  at  the  same  time,  has  fulfilled 
his  own  wise  purposes,  by  rewarding  in  a  better  life 
tliit  excellent  creattire  he  has  taken  flrom  you. 

1  know  not,  my  lord,  why  I  write  this  to  you,  nor 
hardly  what  I  am  writing.  I  am  sure  it  is  not  from 
sAj  compliance  with  form ;  it  is  not  from  tliinking 
that  I  can  give  your  lordship  any  ease.  I  think  Jt  was 
an  tmpnlse  upon  me  that  I  should  say  something :  and 
whether  I  shall  aend  you  what  I  have  written  I  am 
jft  ill  doubt,  ftc.  Jonathan  Swivt. 

FROM  JUDGE  NUTLEY. 

Dnblin.  November  SI,  I71S. 
Sit, — J  cannot  h«1p  telling  you  that  I  think  you  do  me 
Vnl  wnag  in  charging  me  with  being  too  civil,  and 
with  want  of  plainness  in  my  letters  to  you.  If  yon 
will  be  abuDoant  in  your  favours  to  me,  how  can  I 
^hear  thanking  you  f  and  if  you  will  call  that  by  a 
*nrtig  name,  that  is  your  fault,  and  not  mine.  I  hope 
I  shall  be  able  to  convince  you  of  your  mistake,  by 
putting  you  in  tlie  place  of  the  party  obliged ;   and 

VOL.  II. 


then  I  will  show  you  tliat  I  can  be  as  ready  as  yon  are 
in  doing  good  offices  for  a  friend,  and  when  I  have 
done  them  can  treat  you  as  you  do  me,  as  if  you  were 
the  benefactor  and  I  had  received  the  favour :  I  am 
sorry  I  did  not  keep  a  copy  of  my  letter  to  you,  that  I 
might  compare  it  with  that  which  I  shall  have  from  you 
whenever  1  shall  be  so  happy  as  to  receive  one  from 
you  upon  that  subject ;  for  1  am  thoroughly  persuaded 
you  Will  then  as  much  outdo  me  in  civility  of  expres- 
sion as  you  do  now  in  tlie  power  of  conferring  favours. 

By  this  time  I  hope  I  have  satisfied  you  that  it  is 
fit  for  me  (and  I  am  resolved)  to  express  the  sense  I 
have  of  your  friendship  in  as  high  a  manner  as  I  can, 
until  I  have  an  opportunity  of  making  a  better  return  : 
but  to  show  you  that  it  is  as  uneasy  to  me  to  write  civil 
things  as  it  can  be  to  you  to  read  &em,  I  will,  as  often 
as  I  can,  do  you  services,  that  I  may  not  be  at  the 
trouble,  or  bear  the  reproach,  of  being  complaisant. 

I  am  so  much  a  philosopher  as  to  know  that  to  be 
great  is  to  be,  but  not  to  be  thought,  miserable ;  and  I 
am  of  tlie  opinion  of  those  among  them  who  allow 
retaliation ;  and  therefore,  since  you  have  declared  your 
intention  of  loading  me  witli  cares,  I  will,  as  far  as  I 
can,  make  you  sensible  of  the  hurt  you  do  me  by 
laying  a  like  burden  upon  you. 

I  thank  you  most  sincerely  for  the  clear  and  full  in- 
formation you  have  given  me  of  your  grand  church 
affair.  It  entirely  agrees  with  my  judgment;  for  I  do 
think  that  what  you  propose  will  be  the  b^  service 
that  has  been  done  to  this  church  and  kingdom  since 
the  Restoration,  and  the  doing  it  soon  will  be  of  great 
advantage  to  the  queen's  aOiiirs  at  this  juncture.  For 
it  has  been  given  out  among  tlie  party,  that  the  ministry 
have  an  eye  toward  the  Whigs,  and  that  if  they  now 
exert  themselves  they  will  soon  have  an  open  declara- 
tion in  their  favour :  we  have  a  remarkable  proof  of 
this;  for  Mr.  Broderick  has  engaged  a  considerable 
number  of  the  parliament-men  (many  of  them  not  of 
his  partv)  to  promise  him  their  votes  for  speaker,  by 
telling  them  he  has  the  approbation  of  the  ministry  and 
lord-lieutenant ;  and  since  his  grace  has  made  known 
her  majesty's  pleasure,  a  new  word  is  given  out,  that 
the  liberties  of  the  people  are  in  the  last  danger,  and 
that  the  crown  is  attempting  the  nomination  of  a  speaker. 
I  own  I  am  no  politician ;  but  I  think  I  undentand 
the  posture  of  aflairs  here,  and  I  am  assured  that  the 
church  party  is  so  strong,  that,  if  anything  be  done  on 
your  side  to  excite  their  zeal  and  discourage  their 
adversaries,  there  will  be  but  a  short  struggle  here. 
But  if  the  Whigs  are  permitted  to  hone,  or,  what  is  as 
bad,  to  boast  of  their  expectations,  anu  nothing  is  done 
to  enable  others  to  confute  tliem,  they  will,  it  is  pro- 
bable, be  able  to  give  trouble  to  the  government ;  and 
what  is  now  easy  to  be  effected,  will  become  difficult  by 
delay ;  and  I  fear  the  want  of  doing  this  in  time  will  oc- 
casion some  uneasiness  to  the  duke  of  Shrewsbury  ;  for  to 
this  is  owing  the  doubtful  dispute  who  shall  be  speaker. 

I  have  showed  your  letter  to  the  gentleman  chiefly 
concerned  in  it :  this  I  did,  because  I  knew  it  would 
produce  a  full  expression  of  bis  sentiments;  and  I  can 
asstu-e  you,  whatever  occasion  may  have  been  given  you 
to  think  what  you  say  in  your  letter,  lie  has  a  true  sense 
of  your  friendship  to  him.  I  will  be  guarantee  that 
according  to  tlie  power  he  has  he  will  be  ready  to  serve 
you,  and  that  in  Icind. 

My  lord-chancellor  will  send  you  his  own  thanki. 
I  am,  most  truly  and  sincerely,  yours,  &c. 

FROM  MR.  POPE. 

Bintii'ld.  Dfoeraber  S.  1713. 
Sir, — Not  to  trouble  you  at  present  with  a  recital  of  all 
my  obligations  to  you,  I  shall  only  mention  two  things, 
which    I   take  particularly  kind  of  you :  your  desire 
that  I  should  write  to  you,  and  your  proposal  of  giving 
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me  twenty  guineas  to  change  my  religion ;  which  last 
you  must  give  me  leave  to  oiake  the  subject  of  this  letter. 

Sure  no  clergyman  ever  offered  to  much  out  of  his 
own  purse  for  the  sake  of  any  religion.  It  is  almost  as 
many  pieces  of  gold  as  an  Apostle  could  get  of  silver, 
from  the  priests  of  old,  on  a  much  more  valuable  con- 
sideration. I  believe  it  will  be  better  worth  my  while 
to  propose  a  change  of  my  faith  by  subscription  than 
a  translation  of  Homer.  And,  to  convince  you  how 
well  disposed  I  am  to  the  reformation,  I  shall  be  con- 
tent, if  you  can  prevail  with  my  lord-treasurer  and  the 
ministry  to  rise  to  the  same  sum  each  of  them,  on  this 
pious  iMcount,  as  my  lord  Hali&x  has  done  on  the 
profane  one.  I  am  afraid  there  is  no  being  at  once  a 
poet  and  a  good  Christian;  and  I  am  very  much 
straitened  between  the  two,  while  the  Whigs  seem 
willing  to  contribute  as  much  to  continue  me  die  one 
as  you  would  to  make  me  the  other.  But,  if  you  can 
move  every  man  in  the  government,  who  has  above 
10,000/.  a»year,  to  subscribe  as  much  as  your^lf,  I 
shall  become  a  convert,  as  most  men  do,  when  the  Lord 
turns  it  to  my  interest  I  know  they  have  the  truth  of  re- 
ligion so  much  at  heart,  that  they  would  certainly  give 
more  to  have  one  good  subject  translated  from  popery  to 
the  church  of  England  than  twenty  heathenisu  authors 
out  of  any  known  tongue  into  ours.  I  therefore  com- 
mission you,  Mr.  Dean,  with  full  authority  to  transact 
this  affair  in  my  name,  and  to  propose  as  follows : — 
Fint^  that  as  to  the  head  of  our  church,  the  pope,  I 
may  engage  to  renounce  his  power  wiiensoever  I  shall 
receive  any  particular  indulgences  from  the  head  of 
your  church,  the  queen. 

As  to  communion  in  one  kind,  I  shall  also  promise 
to  change  it  for  communion  in  both  as  soon  as  the 
ministry  will  allow  me. 

For  invocations  to  saints,  mine  shall  be  turned  to 
dedications  to  sinners  when  I  shall  find  the  great  ones 
of  this  world  as  willing  to  do  me  any  good  as  I  be- 
lieve those  of  the  other  are. 

You  see  I  shall  not  be  obstinate  in  the  main  points ; 
but  there  is  one  article  I  must  reserve,  and  which  you 
seemed  not  unwilling  to  allow  me,  prayer  for  the  dead, 
lliere  are  people  to  whose  souls  I  wish  as  well  as  to  my 
own ;  and  I  must  crave  leave  humbly  to  lay  before 
them,  that,  though  the  subscriptions  above  mentioned 
will  suffice  for  myself,  there  are  necessary  perquisites 
and  additions  which  I  must  demand  on  the  score  of 
this  charitable  article.  It  is  also  to  be  considered  that 
the  greater  part  of  those  whose  souls  I  am  most  con- 
eemed  for  were  unfortunately  heretics,  schismatics, 
poets,  painters,  or  persons  of  such  lives  and  manners  as 
few  or  no  churches  are  willing  to  save.  The  expense 
will  therefore  be  the  greater  to  make  an  effectual  pro- 
vision for  the  said  souls. 

Old  Dryden,  though  a  Roman  Catholic,  was  a  poet ; 
and  it  is  revealed  in  the  visions  of  some  ancient  saints, 
that  no  poet  was  ever  saved  under  some  hundreds  of 
masses.  I  cannot  set  his  delivery  from  purgatory  at 
less  than  fifty  pounds  sterling. 

Walsh  was  not  only  a  Socinian,  but  (what  you  will 
own  is  harder  to  be  saved)  a  Whig.  He  cannot  mo- 
destly be  rated  at  las  than  a  hundred. 

L^Estrange  being  a  Tory,  we  compute  him  but  at 
twenty  pounds ;  which  I  hope  no  fnend  of  the  party 
can  deny  to  give,  to  keep  him  from  damning  in  the 
next  life,  considering  they  never  gave  him  sixpence  to 
keep  him  from  starving  in  this. 

All  this  together  amounts  to  170^ 

In  the  next  place,  I  must  desire  you  to  represent 
that  there  are  several  of  my  friends  yet  living,  whom  I 
design,  God  willing,  to  outlive,  in  consideration  of 
legacies ;  out  of  which  it  is  a  doctrine  in  the  refoimed 
church,  that  not  a  farthing  shall  be  allowed,  to  save 
their  souls  who  gave  them. 


There  is  one  *  *  *  *  who  will  die  within  theie  few 
months ;  with  ***»**•  one  Mr.  Jervas,  wlw 
hath  grievously  offended,  in  making  the' likeneaof 
almost  all  things  in  heaven  above  and  eaith  belov. 
And  one  Mr.  Gay,  an  unhappy  youth,  who  writes 
pastorals  during  the  time  of  divine  service ;  whoie  c» 
IS  the  more  deplorable,  as  he  ha&  misembly  lariiivi 
away  all  that  silver  he  should  have  reserved  for  hii 
soul's  health,  in  buttons  and  loops  for  his  ooat. 

I  cannot  pretend  to  have  these  people  honestly  nfcil 
imder  some  tiundred  pounds,  whether  you  coDildeT  tls 
difiiculty  of  such  a  work,  or  the  extreme  love  and 
tenderness  I  bear  them ;  which  will  infallibly  nuU 
me  push  this  charity  as  tar  as  I  am  able. 

There- is  but  one  more  whose  salvation  I  insiit  npno. 
and  then  I  have  done ;  but  indeed  it  may  prove  oCfti 
much  greater  charge  than  all  the  rest,  that  I  will  ody 
lay  the  case  before  you  and  the  ministry,  and  leave  t 
their  prudence  and  generosity  what  sum  they  ^ 
think  fit  to  bestow  upon  it 

The  person  I  mean  is  Dr.  Swift :  a  dignified  ck- 
gyman,  out  one  who,  by  his  own  confession,  hss  ap- 
posed more  libels  than  sermons.  If  it  be  true,  wb&t  I 
have  heard  often  affirmed  by  innocent  people,  ''Tbit 
too  much  wit  is  dangerous  to  salyation,*'  this  uofur- 
tunate  gentleman  must  certainly  be  damned  to  all 
eternity.  But  I  hope  bis  long  experioice  in  the  votld, 
and  frequent  conversation  with  great  men,  will  arm 
him  (as  it  has  some  others)  to  have  less  and  lea  wit 
every  day.  Be  it  as  it  will,  I  should  not  think  nj 
own  soul  deserved  to  be  saved,  if  I  did  not  endeaTwir 
to  save  his ;  for  I  have  all  the  obligations  in  uatuie  \a 
him.  He  has  brought  me  into  better  company  thta  I 
cared  for,  made  me  merrier  when  I  was  sick  thu  I 
had  a  mind  to  be,  and  put  me  upon  making  poems  >&■ 
purpose  that  he  might  alter  them,  &c. 

I  once  thought  I  could  never  have  discharged  mj 
debt  to  his  kindness ;  but  have  lately  been  iitfanoffi 
to  my  tmspeakable  comfort,  that  I  have  more  tha:^ 
paid  it  all.  For  Monsieur  de  Montaigne  has  vsur^l 
me,  "  That  the  person  who  receives  a  benefit  oWijpj* 
the  giver  :"  for,  since  the  chief  endeavour  of  ooefricjJ 
is  to  do  good  to  the  other,  he  who  administers  both  th 
matter  and  occasion  is  die  man  who  is  liberal.  •^• 
this  rate,  it  is  impossible  Dr.  Swift  should  be  evi?  uit 
of  my  debt,  as  matters  stand  already ;  and,  f^r  t.je 
future,  he  may  expect  daily  more  obligations  fruio  ^^ 
most  faithful  and  afiectionate  humble  servant, 

A.  Port 

I  have  finished  the  *'  Raps  of  the  Lock ;"  but  I  brliet' 
I  may  stay  here  till  Christmas  witliout  hiadrzaMv 

of  business.  — 

TO  BISHOP  STERNE. 

London,  DecemlMr  19, 1'J^ 
My  Lobd, — I  have  two  letters  from  you  to  nrkifj*- 
ledge,  one  of  the  5th,  and  another  of  the  11th  io-4&D:< 
I  am  very  glad  it  lies  in  my  way  to  do  any  senicc  t* 
Mr.  Worml,  and  that  his  merits  and  my  incliiatii^'* 
agree  so  well.  I  write  this  post  to  Dr.  Synge,  to  aduit 
him.  I  am  glad  your  lordship  thinks  of  reniarinir 
your  palace  to  the  old,  or  some  better  place.  1  vuti  i 
were  near  enough  to  give  my  approbaUon ;  and  if  Ton 
do  not  choose  till  summer,  I  shali,  God  willing.  a.t^-^ 
you.  Your  second  letter  is  about  Dr.  Marsh,  m^^ 
one  I  always  loved,  and  have  shown  it  lately,  by  (ili<i0v 
everything  he  could  desire  from  a  brodier.  I  tbiMi^ 
be  glad  for  some  reasons  that  he  would  get  a  noff 
meiidation  from  the  lord-lieutenant,  or  at  leait  ibai  ^ 
be  named.  I  cannot  say  more  at  this  distaueei  ^ 
assure  you  that  all  due  care  is  taken  of  him.  I  ^^' 
had  an  old  scheme,  as  your  lordship  may  rexnmtbe!. 
of  dividing  the  bishoprics  of  Kilmore  and  Aids^*  ^ 

•  Which  sec*  were  then  vacant,  and  were  the  mnath  'iH  »«• 
ing  granted  to  the  lord-Ueutenant's.chaplain,  Dr.  Uodwyn- 
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adrifed  it  many  months  ago,  and  repeated  it  lately ; 
aod  the  qaeen  and  miuiitry,  I  suppose,  are  fallen  into 
it  I  did  likewise  lay  very  earnestly  before  proper 
posoos  the  iustice,  and  indieed  necessity,  of  chooswg 
t»  promote  toose  of  the  kingdom  ;  which  advice  has 
bccii  hearkeiied  to,  and  I  hope  will  be  followed.  I 
voidd  likewise  say  something  in  relation  to  a  friend  of 
7oar  lordship's ;  but  I  can  only  venture  thiu  much, 
that  it  was  not  to  be  done,  and  you  may  easily  guess 
tiiereasoos. 

I  know  not  who  are  named  among  you  for  the  prefer- 
nenti;  and,  my  lord,  this  is  a  very  nice  point  to  taSk 
of  St  the  distance  I  am.  I  know  a  person  there  better 
qualified,  perh^[is,  than  any  that  will  succeed.  But, 
my  lord,  our  thoughts  here  are  that  your  kingdom 
leuii  too  much  one  way ;  and  believe  me,  it  cannot  do 
*>  long  while  the  queen  and  administration  here  act 
upon  so  wy  different  a  foot  This  is  more  tiian  I  care 
to  uy.  I  should  be  thought  a  very  vile  man  if  I  pre- 
Minwd  to  recommend  to  ■  my  own  brother  ii  he 

were  the  least  disinclined  to  the  present  measures  of 
Ijcr  nsjesty  and  ministry  here.  Whoever  is  thought 
to  do  so  must  shake  off  that  character,  or  wait  for  other 
juuctiirei.  This,  my  lord,  I  believe  you  will  find  to 
tw  true ;  and  I  will  for  once  venture  a  step  further 
thui  perhaps  discretion  should  let  me;  that  I  never 
uw  to  great  a  firmnesi  in  the  court  as  there  now  is 
bi  punoe  those  meosurei  upon  which  this  ministry 
bcfin,  whatever  some  people  may  pretend  to  think  to 
the  contrary :  and  were  certain  objections  made  against 
•mcpeisons  we  both  know,  I  believe  I  might  have 
Ueu  instrumsDtal  to  the  service  of  some  whom  I  much 
«tenn.  Pick  what  you  can  out  of  all  this,  and  be- 
liere  me  to  be  ever,  &c  Jonatuan  Swivt. 


FROM  LORD.PRIMATE  UNDSAY. 

Deoember  S8, 1718. 
Su^^Yoms  of  Deoember  the  8th  1  have  received,  and 
hare  obeyed  vour  commands ;  but  am  much  troubled 
to  and  that  the  trade  of  doing  ill  oiBoes  is  still  con* 
^ned.  As  for  my  part,  I  can  entirely  clear  myself 
from  either  writing  or  saying  anything  to  any  one's 
prejodioe  upon  th'is  occasion;^  and  if  others  have 
*Moded  me  in  the  dark,  it  is  no  more  than  they  have 
<^  before;  for  archbishop  Tillotson  formerly  re- 
marked that  if  he  should  hearken  to  what  the  Irish  clergy 
aid  of  one  another,  there  was  not  a  man  in  the  whole 
eoontiy  that  ought  to  be  preferred. 

We  are  now  adjourned  for  a  fortnight,  and  the  com- 
moos  for  three  weeks.  I  hear  our  lord-lieutenant  is  not 
*<U  pleassd  that  we  have  adjourned  short  of  them ; 
lod  I  fancy  the  queen  will  not  be  well  pleased  that 
the  commooshave  had  so  little  regard  to  the  despatch  of 
inUie  business  as  to  make  so  long  an  adjournment  as 
^^  weeks ;  and  indeed  they  lately  seem  to  intimate 
|H  if  the  lofd-chancellor  Tsir  Constahtine  Phipps] 
u  not  lemoved  by  that  time(  they  will  give  her  majesty 
tt>  SMm  money ;  and  indeed  some  of  them  do  not  stick 
tu  lay  M  much,  and  think  it  a  duty  incumbent  on  the 
ciuwu  to  turn  out  that  minister  (how  innocent  soever 
be  be)  whom  the  commons  have  addressed  against. 

1  think  it  is  plain  to  any  who  know  the  state  of 
^Aiinhere  that  no  party  hath  strength  enou^  directly 
^  oppoK  a  mooey-bill  in  this  kingdom,  when  Uie  govem- 
(wtit  thuiks  fit  to  exert  itself,  as  to  be  sure  it  always 
»ill  do  upon  such  occasions ;  and  the  half-pay  ofllcer^ 
DO  doubt,  will  readily  come  in  to  that  supply  out  ot 
*hich  they  are  to  receive  their  pay.  But  should  all  fiail, 
jH  the  queen  still  may  make  herself  easy  by  disband- 

-  "  V  bithopric."  doubtlev. 

"  Thm  »M  at  ih«  time  a  Kreat  diff4*reiice  between  Uie  houM 
'il  ^^*  *^  ««miDoiit  ia  Ireland  about  the  lord-cbaooellor 
<^>i|>;«  or  thai  kio|(dom  ;  the  latter  addreMiuR  the  queea  to  r»- 
*o^c tiijn  fr«nihia  poet,  aad the  fumer  addroasiDg  In  hia  favour. 


ing  two  or  three  regiments  and  striking  off  some 
unnecessary  pensions. 

Hobbes,  in  his  Behemoth,  talks  of  a  height  in  time 
as  well  as  place  :^  and  if  ever  there  was  a  height  in  time 
beie,  it  is  certainly  now ;  for  some  men  seem  to  cany 
things  higher,  according  to  their  poor  power,  than  they 
did  in  England  in  1641.  And  tney  now  threaten  (and 
I  am  pretty  well  assured  have  resolved  upon  it)  that 
if  the  chancellor  is  not  discarded,  they  will  impeach 
him  before  the  lords  in  England.  But  if  they  have  no 
more  to  say  agunst  him  &an  what  their  address  con- 
tains, I  think  they  will  go  upon  no  very  wise  errand. 

I  questioD  not  but  mat  you  will  receive  the  votes^ 
addresses,  and  representations  of  both  houses  from  other 
hands,  and  therefore  I  have  not  troubled  you  widt  them ; 
but  if  the  parliament  should  continue  to  sit,  you  may 
expect  a  gnat  product  of  that  kind ;  for  the  commons 
have  taken  upon  themselves  to  be  a  court  of  judicature, 
have  taken  examinations  out  of  the  judges*  hands  about 
murder,  (which  is  treason  here,)  wi&out  ever  applying 
to  the  government  for  them ;  and  before  trial  have  voted 
the  sherifls  aod  officers  to  have  done  their  duty,  and 
acquitted  themselves  well,  when  possibly  die  time  may 
yet  come  that  some  may  still  be  hanged  for  that  fact ; 
which,  in  my  poor  opinion,  is  entirely  destructive  of 
liberty  and  the  needom  of  elections.  I  am  your  most 
hnmUe  servant,  Ac 

TO  ABCHBISBOP  KINO. 

London,  Deoember  31.  1713. 
My  Lord, — Your  grace's  letter,  which  I  received  but 
last  post,  is  of  an  earlier  date  than  what  have  since 
arrived.  We  have  received  the  addresses  for  removing 
the  chancellor,  and  the  counter-addresses  from  the  lordis 
and  convocation ;  and  you  will  know,  before  this  reaches 
you,  our  sentiments  of  them  here.  I  am  at  a  loss  what 
to  say  in  this  whole  aflaxr.-  When  I  writ  to  you  before, 
I  drc^iped  a  word  on  purpose  for  you  to  take  notice  of; 
that  our  court  seemea  resolved  to  be  very  firm  in  their 
resolutions  about  Ireland.  I  think  it  impossible  for  the 
two  kingdoms  to  proceed  long  upon  a  different  scheme 
of  politics.  Tlie  controversy  with  the  city  I  am  not 
master  of:  it  took  its  rise  before  I  ever  concerned  my- 
self in  the  affairs  of  Ireland,  further  than  to  be  an 
instrument  of  doing  some  services  to  the  kingdom,  for 
which  I  have  been  ill  requited.  But,  my  lord,  the 
question  with  us  here  is,  whether  there  was  a  necessity 
that  the  other  party  should  be  a  majority  f  There  was 
put  into  my  hands  a  list  of  your  house  of  commons 
oy  some  who  know  the  kingdom  well :  I  desired  they 
would  (as  they  often  do  here)  set  a  mark  on  the  names 
of  those  who  wotild  be  for  the  ministry,  who  I  found 
amounted  to  one  hundred  and  forty-three,  which  I  think 
comes  within  an  equality :  twenty  names  besides  they 
could  not  determine  upon ;  so  that,  suppose  eight  to  be 
of  the  same  side,  there  would  be  a  majority  by  one ; 
but,  besides,  we  reckon  that  the  first  number,  one 
hundred  and  forty^three,  would  easily  rise  to  a  great 
majority  by  the  influence  of  the  government,  if  that 
had  been  thought  fit  This  is  demonstration  to  us ;  for 
the  government  there  has  more  influence  than  the  court 
here :  and  yet  our  court  carried  it  for  many  years  against 
a  natural  minority  and  a  much  greater  one.  I  shall 
not  examine  the  reasons  among  you  for  proceeding 
otherwise ;  but  your  grace  will  find  that  we  are  deter- 
mined upon  the  conclusion,  which  is,  that  Ireland 
must  proceed  on  the  same  foot  with  England.  I  am 
of  opinion,  my  lord,  that  nothing  could  do  more  hurt  to 
the  Whig  party  in  both  kingdoms  than  their  manner 
of  proceeduig  in  your  house  of  commons.  It  will  cou- 
firm  the  crown  and  ministry  that  there  can  be  no  safety 
while  those  people  are  able  to  give  distturbance ;  and 
indeed  the  effects  it  has  already  produced  here  ar« 
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hardly  to  be  belleTed :  neither  do  we  here  think  it  worth 
our  while  to  be  opposed,  and  encourage  our  enemies, 
onW  for  70,000/.  a-year :  to  supply  which  it  may  not 
be  hard  to  find  other  expedients ;  and  when  there  shall 
be  occasion  for  a  parliament,  we  are  confident  a  new 
one  may  be  called,  with  a  majority  of  men  in  the 
interest  of  the  queen  and  church ;  for,  when  the  present 
majority  pretends  to  regard  either,  we  look  upon  such 

Professions  to  signify  no  more  than  if  they  were  penned 
y  my  lord  Wharton  or  Mr.  Molesworth.  I  have 
tuffered  very  much  for  my  tenderness  to  some  persons 
of  that  party,  which  I  still  preserve ;  but  I  believe  it 
will  not  be  long  in  my  power  to  serve  those  who  may 
want  it  It  would  be  endless  to  recount  to  your  grace 
the  reproaches  that  have  been  made  me  on  account  of 
your  neighbour. 

It  is  true,  ray  lord,  we  do  not  care  to  be  troubled 
with  the  affairs  of  Ireland ;  but,  there  being  no  war  or 
meeting  of  parliament,  we  have  leisure  at  present: 
besides,  we  look  upon  ourselves  as  touched  in  the  ten- 
derest  part  We  know  the  Whig  party  are  preparing 
to  attack  us  next  session,  and  their  prevailing  in  Ireland 
would,  we  think,  be  a  great  strength  and  encouragement 
to  them  here :  besides  our  remissness  would  dishearten 
our  friends,  and  make  them  think  we  acted  a  trim- 
ming game.  There  are  some  things  which  we  much 
wonder  at,  as  they  are  represented :  the  address  for  re- 
moving the  chancellor  is  grounded  upon  two  &cts,  in 
the  former  of  which  he  was  only  concerned  with  several 
others.  The  criminal  was  poor  and  penitent ;  and  a 
noli  pnaequi  was  no  illegal  thing.  As  to  Moore's  busi- 
ness, the  chancellor's  speech  on  that  occasion  has  been 
transmitted  hither,  and  seems  to  clear  him  from  the 
imputation  of  prejudging.  Another  thing  we  wonder 
at  IS,  to  find  the  commons  in  their  votes  approve  the 
sending  for  the  guards,  bv  whom  a  man  was  killed. 
Such  a  thing  would,  they  say,  look  monstrous  in 
England. 

Your  grace  seems  to  tliink  they  will  not  break  on 
money  matters;  but  we  are  taught  another  opinion, 
that  they  will  not  pass  the  great  bill  until  they  have 
ntisfaction  about  the  chancellor ;  and  what  the  conse- 
quence of  that  will  be,  I  suppose  you  may  guess  from 
what  you  know  by  this  time. 

My  lord,  we  can  judge  no  otherwise  here  than  by  the 
representations  made  to  us.  I  sincerely  look  upon  your 
grace  to  be  master  of  as  much  wisdom  and  sagacity  as 
any  person  I  have  known ;  and  from  my  particular 
respect  to  you  and  your  abilities,  shall  never  presume 
to  censure  your  proceedings  until  I  am  fully  apprised 
of  the  matter.  Your  grace  is  looked  upon  here  as 
altogether  in  the  other  party,  which  I  do  not  allow  when 
it  is  said  to  me.  I  conceive  you  to  follow  the  dictates 
of  vour  reason  and  conscience :  and  whoever  does  that 
will,  in  public  management,  often  differ  as  well  from 
one  side  as  another. 

As  to  myself,  I  take  Ireland  to  be  the  worst  place  to 
be  in  while  tlie  parliament  sits,  and  probably  I  may  tliink 
the  same  of  England  in  a  month  or  two.  I  have  few 
obligations  (further  than  personal  friendship  and  civil- 
ities) to  any  party :  I  have  nothing  to  ask  for  but  a 
little  money  to  ]Niy  my  debts,  which  I  doubt  tiiey  never 
will  give  me ;  and  wanting  wisdom  to  judge  better,  I 
follow  those  who  I  think  are  most  for  preserving  the 
church  and  state,  without  examining  whether  they  do 
so  from  a  principle  of  virtue  or  of  interest. 

Jonathan  Swift. 


FROM  LORDPRIMATE  LINDSAY. 

January  &,  1714. 
Sib,— Yours  I  received  tlie  2nd  instant,  and  imme- 
diately got  Mr.  justice  Nutley  to  write  to  the  bishop  of 
Killaloe  [Dr.  William  Lloyd],  at  Kells,  to  know  of 


him  whether,  if  he  could  get  him  traniUted  to  \\t 
bishopric  of  Raphoe,  he  would  accept  of  it :  aixl '  » 
day  we  received  his  answer,  that  it  was  not  wartli  i  ii 
while  to  carry  his  iamily  so  far  northward  for  ki  V."  * 
advantage  as  that  bishopric  would  bring  hioi ;  his  uv: 
being  upward  of  a  thousand  pounds  a-yeor,  and  Ra^>  >  * 
not  much  above  eleven  hundred.  The  rrasoD  «)n  I 
got  judge  Nutley  to  write  was,  because  I  appMitiiir: 
it  might  seem  irksome  to  him  to  be  penusilAl  by  '  w 
self  to  accept  of  what  I  left :  though  at  tbe  amc  ti  » 
I  can  assure  you  I  have  done  little  more  tbauu' I 
myself  whole  by  that  bishopric ;  and  he  mtglit.  i:  i< 
pleased,  in  a  little  time  have  received  sixteen  or  mr  • 
teen  hundred  pounds  for  fines;  so  that,  if  tiii«  a-rn 
time  enough  to  your  hands,  you  will  prevent  any  fa- 
ther motion  that  way.  But  if  Meath  dropa,  1  Mtv 
it  would  be  an  acceptable  post;  and  tbe  truth  if.ii^'i-* 
always,  in  the  worst  of  times,  Toted  honcstir  ai 
behaved  himself  as  a  true  son  of  the  church.  In  y . 
mean  time,  be  assured,  the  judge  knows  nut  tiat  j«<i 
are  concerned  in  this  affair. 

There  is  a  gentleman,  whom  I  believe  you  jsmA  Ian 
heard  of.  Dr.  Andrew  Hamilton,,  archdeacon  of  Ki 
phoe,  a  man  of  good  learning  and  abilities,  and  r>tt  / 
great  interest  in  that  country,  whom  I  could  viA  i^ « 
would  move  for  (since  the  bishop  of  Killaloe  ivf<'< 
to  succeed  roe  in  Raphoe,  as  one  that  is  the  most  iii^^ 
to  do  good  in  that  psiit  of  the  country  of  any  one cl- 
I  know. 

And  now  be  pleased  to  accept  my  thanks  ftv  ''"- 
great  services  you  have  done  me :  and  as  you  havr  c  - 
tributed  much  to  my  advancemeut,  so  1  must  tlr^rr 
you,  upon  occasion,  to  give  me  your  fufther  tm^i^' 
for  the  service  of  the  church. 

The  parliament  is  prorogued  to  tbe  1 8th  instant :  !«* 
the  Whigs  continuing  obstinate  and  deaf  to  all  p* 
suasions  to  carry  on  the  queen's  business  with  peace  a> 
gentleness,  we  conclude  it  must  be  dissolved. 

If  this  should  nut  come  time  enough  to  your  lui^ 
to  prevent  the  bishop  of  Killaloe's  letter  for  a  tr^" 
latiou  to  Raphoe,  I  will  labour  all  I  can  to  make  him  uu  • 


PROM  LORDCHANCELLOR  PRIFTS. 

Dublin.  Jaaoan  1».  "  < 
Deab  Sir, — Many  of  my  letters  from  Lomtoa  tri  v 
how  much  I  am  obliged  to  you  for  your  fTi-'o' 
solicitation  on  my  son's  behalf,  which  will  be  sis-" 
remembered  by  us  both  with  the  same  giatitail' »  ' 
it  had  succeeded.    I  had  congntulatioiw  from  t)ir  d--»' 
of  Ormond,    my  lord  Boliugfaiokc,    and  dbm.  * 
account  of  my  son^s  having  the  place,  for  thcr  wj'  ^  * 
word  it  was  actually  done ;  and  sevcml  other  r*^  ■ 
had  letters  of  it;  and  our  friends  were  extrnsn^  ' 
joieed  at  the  well  timing  of  it,  and  it  was  a  gn«l  »^ '  - 
to  the  mortification  of  the  Whigs ;  and  the  diflfl-'  ' 
ment  will  be  a  cause  of  great  joy  to  tbeui.    la- 
this, and  in  all  other  things,  I  submit  to  the  judr  > 
of  my  superiors,  who  know  best  what  ie  fit  to  t**  ^  * 
As  to  loolcing  out  for  anything  else  for  mywo.  ti^    ' 
notliing  else  here  that  1  know  is  fit  for  him  \  *»"  ' 
anythuig  worth  his  having  falls  in  KngUnd,  rt  v  >  * 
disposed  of  before  I  can  have  notice  ol*  it. 

We  are  told  by  everybody  that  the  rest  nf  nur  (^^  - 
bishoprics  will  be  filled  to  our  sati<fact»t<i :  if '    | 
are,  you  must  be  one  of  them.     But  if  yoo  ore  rr«    * 
that  you  will  not  yet  tpiactipari  here,  give  me  Ic  ^ 
recommend  to  yoa  an  affair  of  my  kird  AUr.-^'-  < 
which  is,  that  you  would  consent  tu  tbe  afpvecr^  •' 
vicars  choral  have  made  him  for  renewing  L>«  I  > 

'Thnuf^h  recommcndnl  )iy  the  prlnutvto  nww*^  lit'   •      ' 
•PO  of  Rjiphoe,  he  wm  not  preffrml  to  it }  Ur  ljil»«<»» 
bcloK  theit  •flTooCf^  to  tliat  bUbopric 

\i  'fhi*  Uiwi.*  wat  fttr  th<>  KT(*ato«t  put  of  YcK  «trr>4  • 
lord  Abercorn  lived;  and  b>  tlie  Xeima  of  lU^r  i'^*       * 
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I  am  informed  there  are  iome  misundentandings  be- 
twmi  ytw.  It  if  very  uuhoppy  tliere  should  be  any 
(li /!««»«  between  two  »ach  sure  and  great  friends  to 
\1'^  common  cause.  I  do  assure  you  we  are  very  much 
•■l.li<«i  to  my  lord  Aberconi  for  his  great  service  in 
tii/te  times  of  difficulty ;  he  is  as  good  a  friend  as  any 
ill  the  world,  and  as  bad  an  enemy ;  and  I  am  very 
turf,if  jou  would  make  him  a  compliment  and  oblige 
Uim  in  this  matter,  you  would  gain  an  entire  true  friend 
if  him  for  the  future,  and  oblige  a  great  many  of  your 
frioMis  here,  who  have  all  a  great  value  and  esteem  for 

I  heartily  congratulate  you  on  her  majesty's  recovery, 
aM  thf  good  effect  it  has  had  in  unitmg  our  friends. 
Vat,  together  with  the  resolution  that  is  taken  to 
r.]<purt  the  church  interest,  will,  without  doubt,  in  a 
little  time  render  all  things  easy  and  quiet  in  both 
IbfUoms ;  though  as  yet  our  Whigs  here  are  as  ob- 
tt'sLite  and  perverse  as  ever.  The  commons  are  re- 
li'hrd  they  will  give  no  money  till  I  am  removed ; 
ml  the  aldermen  will  not  own  my  lord-mayor,  nor 
proceed  to  any  election,  notwithstanding  the  opinion  of 
all  tlie  judges  here,  and  of  the  attomey^general,  and  all 
tit^  qufpo's  cooiisel,  (except  sir  Joseph  Jekyll,)  in 
Eiieltnd. 

I  viih  you  many  happy  new  years,  and  should  be 
ri^  proud  to  receive  your  commands  here,  being,  with 
t^<*  utmost  sincerity  and  esteem,  your  most  obedient 
i-^nible  servant,  Constantine  Phipps. 


FROM  THE  E.1RL  OF  ANGLESEY. 

Dublin,  January  16, 1714. 

Hi.  r)EA!», — ^You  judged  extremely  right  of  me  that  I 

•^••ild,  with  great  pleaanre,  receive  what  you  tell  me, 

"tat  my  endeavotin  to  serve  her  majesty  in  this  king- 

'I  a  ore  agreeable  to  my  lord-treasurer  and  the  rest  of 

^  miniflten.     I  have  formerly  so  fteely  expreved  to 

^w  the  honour  I  must  always  have  for  his  lordship^ 

t^of  I  chink  1  cannot  explain  myself  more  fully  on  that 

'a^^^et    But  what  his  lordship  has  already  done  for 

*hf  cbiuch  and  the  church  interest  here,  and  what  we 

h^re  assurance  will  soon  be  done,  will  give  his  lordship 

^  ^tire  a  eommand  in  the  affections  of  all  honest  men 

k^.  (which  are  not  a  few,)  that  I  am  persuaded  he 

*i'l  soon  find  Ireland  an  easy  nart  of  the  admiiustra- 

^■n  For  it  i«  my  6rm  opinion  tnat  steady  and  vigorous 

sw-uarei  will  to  atrengraen  the  hands  of  our  friends  in 

^<h  kingdoms,  that  after  the  efforts  of  despair  (which 

MTfT  last  loofc)  are  over,  her  majesty  and  her  ministers 

•lU  nceire  but  little  trouble  from  the  faction,  either 

wi  this  or  on  your  side  of  the  water. 

You  are  very  kind  to  us  in  your  good  offices  for  Mr. 
l^Tpps.  beemose  a  mark  of  favour  so  seasonably,  as  at 
^'«  time,  conferred  on  lord-chancellor's  son,  will  have 
Knroch  greater  iuflnence  and  reach  further  than  his 
1  nyiip'f  person.  I  am  preparing  for  my  journey,  and 
I  %••)«  J  ihall  be  able  to  lay  such  a  state  of  this  king- 
dom before  vaj  lord-treasurer  as  may  prevent  future 
^uappointroenU  when  it  shall  be  thought  necessary  to 
iili  a  pniiianneut.  If  Uiis  parliament  is  not  to  sit 
•Act  the  proaent  prorogation,  I  do  think,  were  I  with 
7<-Q,  I  coold  offer  some  reasons  why  the  filling  the 
fmtjttt  bishoprics  should  be  deferred  for  a  little  time. 
I  tr^ise  God  for  his  great  goodness  in  restoring  her 
n.a|frty  to  her  health ;  the  blessing  of  which,  if  we 
Ui  so  other  way  of  knowing,  we  might  learn  from 
^  mottification  it  has  given  a  certain  set  of  men 
bn«. 

I  rfiall  trouble  you  with  no  compliments,  because  I 
^  'TK  sjon  to  tell  you  how  much  I  am,  dear  sir,  yours, 

AltGLBflSY. 

'  nT%  r^ml  cannot  make  leasea  wUhout  the  cooaent  of  thr 
«a4  chA^rr. 


FROM  THE  EARL  OF  PETERBOUOrGH. 

Miinli  5.  1714. 
QUERIES  FOR  DR.  SWIFT,  NEXT  SATURDAY,  AT  UINNKR. 

Whether  any  great  man  or  minister  has  favutired 
the  earl  of  Peterborough  with  one  single  line  since  he 
left  England  ;*  for  as  yet  he  has  not  received  one  word 
from  any  of  them,  nor  his  friend  of  St.  Patrick's  f 

Whether,  if  they  do  not  write  till  they  know  what  to 
write,  he  shall  ever  hear  from  them  f 

Whether  anything  can  be  more  unfortunate  than  to 
be  overcome  when  strongest,  outwitted  having  more 
wit,  and  baffled  having  most  money? 

Whether  betwixt  two  stools  tlie  bottom  goes  to  tlie 
ground  (reverend  dean)  be  not  a  good  old  proverb, 
wliich  may  give  subject  for  daily  meditation  and  mor- 
tilication  ? 

1  send  the  lasy  scribbler  a  letter  from  the  extremities 
of  the  earth,  where  I  pass  my  time,  admiring  the^  hu- 
mility and  patience  of  that  power  heretofore  so  terrible ; 
and  the  new  scene  which  we  see,  to  wit,  the  most 
christian  king  waiting  with  so  much  resignation  and  re- 
spect to  know  the  emperor's  pleasure  as  to  peace  or  war. 

Where  I  reflect  with  admiration  upon  the  politics 
of  those  who,  breaking  with  the  old  allies,  dare  not 
make  use  of  <he  new  ones;  who,  pulling  down  the 
old  rubbish  and  structure,  do  not  erect  a  new  fabric 
on  solid  foundations.  But  this  is  not  so  much  to  the 
ptupose;  for  in  the  world  of  the  moon,  provided 
toasting  continue,  the  church  and  state  can  be  in  no 
danger. 

But,  alas !  in  this  nnmerry  country,  where  we  have 
time  to  think,  and  are  under  the  necessitjjr  of  thinking, 
where  impiously  we  make  use  of  reason,  without  a  blind 
resignation  to  Providence,  the  bottle,  or  chance,  what 
opinion  think  you  we  have  of  the  present  management 
in  the  refined  parts  of  the  world,  where  there  are  iust 
motives  of  fear  1  When  neither  steadiness  nor  conduct 
appears,  and  when  the  evil  seems  to  come  on  apace,  can 
it  be  believed  that  extnujrdinary  remedies  are  not 
thought  of? 

Heavens !  what  is  our  fate  ?  What  might  have  been 
our  portion,  and  what  do  we  see  in  the  age  we  live  in  1 
France  and  England,  tlie  kings  of  Spain  and  Sicily, 
perplexed  and  confounded  by  a  headstrong  youth  ;^  one 
who  has  lost  so  many  kingdoms  by  pride  and  folly ;  and 
all  these  powerful  nations  at  a  gaie,  ignorant  of  their 
destiny ;  not  capable  of  forming  a  scheme  which  they 
can  maintain  against  a  prince  who  has  neither  ships, 
money,  nor  conduct.  Some  of  the  ministers  assisted  and 
supported  with  absolute  power,  others  with  a  narliaroent 
at  their  disposal,  and  tlie  most  inconsiderable  of  them 
with  the  Indies  at  their  tail. 

And  what  do  I  see  in  the  centre,  as  it  were,  of  igno- 
rance and  bigotry  ?  The  first  request  of  a  parliament 
to  their  king  is  to  employ  effectual  means  against  the 
increase  of  priests ;  the  idle  devourers  of  the  fat  of  the 
land.  We  see  cliurches,  shut  up  by  tlie  order  of  Uie 
pope,  set  open  by  dragoons,  to  the  general  content  of 
the  people.  To  conclude,  it  fell  out  that  one  of  our 
acquaintance*  found  himself,  at  a  great  table,  the  only 
unexcommunicated  person  by  his  holiness  j  the  rest  of 
the  company  eating  and  toasting,  under  anathemas, 
with  the  courage  of  a  hardened  heretic. 

Look  upon  the  prose  I  send  you.  See,  nevertheless, 
what  a  sneaking  figure  he  makes  at  the  foot  of  the 
parson.  Who  could  expect  this  from  him?  But  ho 
thinks,  resolves,  and  executes. 

If  you  can  guess  from  whence  this  comes,  address 
your  letter  to  him,  ^  i  Messieurs  RaffntU  et  Frrtti 
Sactrdolii,  GemoaJ" 

■  IndorMfl,  "  Inrd  PHrrboroogh.  aliroad  on  enboMiPt.** 

^  Cbarlr*  XII.  of  S>iic«)rn. 

c  Protwbly  the  r«v.  Mr.  Georse  D«^krl^y,  fellow  of  DuUin 
ciill«^.  who  went  cfaaplAin  and  urcnKary  to  the  esrl  of  Relet- 
borough  to  Sicily,  at  the  rccomniesdatioD  of  Pr.  Swift. 
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hardly  to  be  believed :  neitner  do  we  here  think  it  worth 
our  while  to  be  opposed,  and  encourage  our  enemies, 
onW  for  70,000/.  a-year :  to  supply  which  it  may  not 
be  hard  to  find  other  expedients ;  and  when  there  shall 
be  occasion  for  a  parliament,  we  are  confident  a  new 
one  may  be  called,  with  a  majority  of  men  in  the 
interest  of  the  queen  and  church ;  for,  when  the  present 
majority  pretends  to  regard  either,  we  look  upon  such 
professions  to  signify  no  more  than  if  they  were  penned 
by  my  lord  Wharton  or  Mr.  Molesworth.  I  have 
sufiTered  very  much  for  my  tenderness  to  some  persons 
of  that  party,  which  I  still  preserve ;  but  I  believe  it 
will  not  be  long  in  my  power  to  serve  those  who  may 
want  it  It  would  be  endless  to  recount  to  your  grace 
the  reproaches  that  have  been  made  me  on  account  of 
your  neighbour. 

It  is  true,  my  lord,  we  do  not  care  to  be  troubled 
with  the  affairs  of  Ireland ;  but,  there  being  no  war  or 
meeting  of  parliament,  we  have  leisure  at  praent: 
besides,  we  look  upon  ourselves  as  touched  in  the  ten- 
derest  part.  We  know  die  Whig  party  are  preparing 
to  attack  us  next  session,  and  their  prevailing  in  Ireland 
would,  we  think,  be  a  great  strength  and  encouragement 
to  them  here :  besides  our  remissness  would  dishearten 
our  friends,  and  make  them  think  we  acted  a  trim- 
ming game.  There  are  some  things  which  we  much 
wonder  at,  as  they  are  represented :  the  address  for  re- 
moving the  chancellor  is  grounded  upon  two  fiicts,  in 
the  former  of  which  he  was  only  concerned  with  several 
others,  llie  criminal  was  poor  and  penitent ;  and  a 
noli  pmequi  was  no  illegal  thing.  As  to  Moore's  busi- 
ness, the  chancellor's  speech  on  that  occasion  has  been 
transmitted  hither,  and  seems  to  clear  him  from  the 
imj^tation  of  prejudging.  Another  thing  we  wonder 
at  IS,  to  find  the  commons  in  tiieir  votes  approve  the 
sending  for  the  guards,  by  whom  a  man  was  killed. 
Such  a  thing  would,  they  say,  look  monstrous  in 
England. 

Your  grace  seems  to  tliink  they  will  not  break  on 
money  matters;  but  we  are  taught  another  opinion, 
that  they  will  not  pass  the  great  bill  until  they  have 
satisfaction  about  the  chancellor ;  and  what  the  conse- 
quence of  that  will  be,  I  suppose  you  may  guess  from 
what  you  know  by  this  time. 

My  lord,  we  can  judge  no  otherwise  here  than  by  the 
representations  made  to  us.  I  sincerely  look  upon  your 
grace  to  be  master  of  as  much  wisdom  and  sagacity  as 
any  penou  I  have  known ;  and  from  my  particular 
respect  to  you  and  your  abilities,  shall  never  presume 
to  censure  your  proceedings  until  I  am  fully  apprised 
of  the  matter.  Your  grace  is  looked  upon  here  as 
altogether  in  the  other  party,  which  I  do  not  allow  when 
it  is  said  to  me.  I  conceive  you  to  follow  the  dictates 
of  vour  reason  and  conscience ;  and  whoever  does  that 
will,  in  public  management,  often  differ  as  well  fVom 
one  side  as  another. 

As  to  myself,  I  take  Ireland  to  be  the  worst  place  to 
be  in  while  tlie  parliament  sits,  and  probably  I  may  tliink 
the  same  of  England  in  a  month  or  two.  I  liave  few 
obligations  (further  than  personal  friendship  and  civil- 
ities) to  any  party :  I  have  nothing  to  ask  for  but  a 
little  money  to  i)ay  my  debts,  which  I  doubt  they  never 
will  give  me ;  and  wranting  wisdom  to  judge  better,  I 
follow  those  who  I  think  are  most  for  preserving  the 
church  and  state,  without  examining  whether  they  do 
so  from  a  principle  of  virtue  or  of  interest. 

Jonathan  Swift. 


FROM  LORD-PRIBIATE  UNDSAY. 

Jaooary  &,  1714. 
Si«,— Yours  I  received  the  2nd  instant,  and  imme- 
diately got  Mr.  justice  Nutley  to  write  to  the  bishop  of 
Killaloe  [Dr.  William  Lloyd],  at  Kells,  to  know  of 


him  whether,  if  he  could  get  him  translated  to  lb 
bishopric  of  Raphoe,  he  would  accept  of  it :  and  tLii 
day  we  received  his  answer,  that  it  was  not  worth  hii 
while  to  carry  his  family  so  far  northward  for  sa  li'ilr 
advantage  as  that  bishopric  would  bring  him ;  his  oto 
being  upward  of  a  thousand  pounds  a-year,  aud  Raptf  t 
not  much  above  eleven  hundred.  The  reason  why  1 
got  judg^  Nutley  to  vrrite  was,  liecause  I  apprehrndtil 
it  might  seem  irksome  to  him  to  be  persuaued  by  n-;- 
self  to  accept  of  what  I  left :  though  at  the  same  tim- 
1  can  assuie  you  I  have  done  little  more  than  uf<ii 
myself  whole  by  that  bishopric ;  and  he  miglit,  if  w 
pleased,  in  a  little  time  have  received  sixteen  or  men- 
teen  hundred  pounds  for  fines ;  so  tliat,  if  this  cotnt« 
time  enough  to  your  hands,  you  will  prevent  any  ftit- 
ther  motion  that  way.  But  if  Meath  drops,  I  he\\t\< 
it  would  be  an  acceptable  post ;  and  the  truth  it,  he  hu 
always,  in  the  worst  of  times,  voted  honestly  ani 
behaved  himself  as  a  true  son  of  the  church.  In  tU 
mean  time,  be  assured,  the  judge  knows  not  thsl  you 
are  concerned  in  this  affair. 

There  is  a  gentleman,  whom  I  believe  you  most  Iuk 
heard  of,  Dr.  Andrew  Hamilton,,  archdeacon  of  Ki- 
phoe,  a  man  of  good  learning  and  abilities,  and  cor  i>f 
great  interest  in  that  country,  whom  I  could  wish  yn 
would  move  for  (since  the  bishop  of  Killaloe  irfu#« 
to  succeed  me  in  Raphoe,  as  one  that  is  tlie  most  likrly 
to  do  good  in  that  psji  of  the  country  of  any  one  nuo 
I  know. 

And  now  be  pleased  to  accept  my  thanks  for  il« 
great  services  you  have  done  me :  aitd  as  you  barr  f « - 
tributed  much  to  my  advancement,  so  I  most  ^mt 
you,  upon  occasion,  to  give  me  your  further  asnsUDOc 
for  the  service  of  the  church. 

The  parliament  is  prorogued  to  the  1 8th  instant;  hot 
the  Wh^  continuing  obstinate  and  deaf  to  all  |rr- 
suasions  to  carry  on  the  queen's  business  with  p^cr  au*! 
gentleness,  we  conclude  it  must  be  dissolved. 

If  this  should  not  come  time  enough  to  your  hutdi 
to  prevent  the  bishop  of  Killaloe  s  letter  for  a  tniM- 
latiou  to  Raphoe,  I  wiU  labour  all  I  can  to  make  him  ejr  • 


FROM  LORD-CHANCELLOR  PHIPFS. 

Dublin.  Jannuy  19,  l*-<- 
Dear  Sir, — Many  of  my  letters  from  Lontioii  tA\jt^ 
how  much  I  am  obliged  to  you  for  your  ft'teiA"'' 
solicitation  on  my  son  s  behalf,  which  will  be  sls^V 
remembered  by  us  both  with  the  same  giadtude  n  >f 
it  had  succeeded.  I  had  congratulations  ^m  thr  dvlLt 
of  Ormond,  my  lord  Bolingbroke,  and  othen,  v' 
account  of  my  son's  having  tiie  place,  for  they  sent  m^ 
word  it  was  actually  done ;  and  several  other  pisw^o 
had  letters  of  it;  and  our  friends  were  extremely  tt 
joiced  at  the  well  timing  of  it,  and  it  was  a  gnat  s(kht»i> 
to  the  mortification  of  the  Whigs ;  and  the  dissppi»ti^' 
ment  will  be  a  cause  of  great  joy  to  them.  l)«i  >-^ 
this,  and  in  all  other  things,  I  sabmit  to  the  judipS'''' 
of  my  superiors,  who  know  best  what  is  fit  to  tie  ^ 
As  to  looking  out  for  anything  else  for  my-son.  thnr  i« 
nothing  else  here  that  1  know  is  fit  for  him:  «•(  * 
anything  worth  his  having  falb  in  Knglond,  it  will  It- 
disposed  of  before  I  can  have  notice  of  it. 

We  are  told  by  everybody  that  the  reat  cfwrvya' 
bishoprics  will  be  filled  to  our  satisfaction;  if  i'*^' 
are,  you  must  be  one  of  tliem.  But  if  yua  are  n«Ji^l 
that  you  will  not  yet  tpitcopari  here,  give  me  leifr  i  • 
recommend  to  you  an  aifsur  of  my  lord  Abrrcin  n 
which  is,  that  you  would  consent  to  the  agreemetit  '^ 
vicars  choral  have  made  him  for  renewing  bis  \t*'* 

•Though  recommended  t)y  the  primate  to  sucepe>i  htrj  t  ! 
■eo  of  Raphoe,  he  wai  nut  prcferrod  to  it }  Dr.  Edward  ^>'>'' 
bolni;  then  «dvaoei*d  to  that  bUhoprie 

b  'nii«  U'JWL*  wa-i  for  tlip  i;ri'alp«t  paxt  of  York-«ti<s'l.  ni  »• !   ^ 
lord  Abercom  lived;  and  by  the  tcniu  of  thnr  (!H''^>    '•* 
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I  am  informetl  there  are  iome  miaunderetandings  be- 
twefn  you.  It  is  very  unhoppy  there  should  be  any 
(lifTereiice  between  two  such  sure  and  great  friends  to 
tlie  common  cause.  I  do  assure  you  we  are  very  much 
«ihli^  to  my  lord  Abercom  for  his  great  service  in 
these  times  of  difficulty ;  lie  is  as  good  a  fViend  as  any 
ill  the  world,  and  as  bad  an  enemy ;  and  I  am  very 
fure,  if  you  would  make  him  a  compliment  and  oblige 
bim  in  this  matter,  you  would  gain  an  entire  true  friend 
of  him  for  the  future,  and  oblige  a  great  many  of  your 
frioids  here,  who  have  all  a  great  value  and  esteem  for 
him. 

I  heartily  congratulate  you  on  her  majesty's  recovery, 
and  the  good  effect  it  has  had  in  uniting  our  friends. 
That,  together  witli  the  resolution  that  is  taken  to 
nippurt  Sie  church  interest,  will,  without  doubt,  in  a 
little  time  render  aU  things  easy  and  quiet  in  both 
kingdoms ;  though  as  yet  our  Whigs  here  are  as  ob- 
itinate  and  perverse  as  ever.  The  commons  are  re- 
solved they  will  give  no  money  till  I  am  removed ; 
and  the  aldermen  will  not  own  my  lord-mayor,  nor 
proceed  to  any  election,  notwithstanding  the  oninion  of 
all  the  judges  here,  and  of  the  attorney-general,  and  all 
the  queens  counsel,  (except  sir  Joseph  Jekyll,)  in 
England. 

I  wish  you  many  happy  new  years,  and  should  be 
very  proud  to  receive  your  commands  here,  being,  with 
the  utmost  sincerity  and  esteem,  your  most  obedient 
humble  servant,  Constantine  Pbipps. 

PaOM  THE  EAKL  OF  ANGLESEY. 

Dublin,  January  16, 1714. 
Mt.  Dean, — ^You  judged  extremely  right  of  me  that  I 
»h(iuld,  wiOi  great  pleasure,  receive  what  you  tell  me, 
that  my  endeavours  to  serve  her  majesty  in  this  king- 
dom are  agreeable  to  my  lord-treasurer  and  the  rest  of 
the  ministeri.  I  have  formerly  so  fteely  expressed  to 
TOO  the  honour  I  must  always  have  for  his  lordship, 
that  I  diink  I  cannot  explain  myself  more  fully  on  that 
nibject  But  what  his  lordship  has  already  done  for 
the  church  and  the  church  interest  here,  and  what  we 
hare  assurance  will  soon  be  done,  will  give  his  lordship 
K>  entire  a  command  in  the  affections  of  all  honest  men 
here,  (which  are  not  a  few,)  that  I  am  persuaded  he 
vill  soon  find  Ireland  an  easy  nart  of  the  administra- 
tion. For  it  is  my  firm  opinion  tJiat  steady  and  vigorous 
nwaiurcs  will  so  strengthen  the  hands  of  our  friends  in 
Uith  kingdoms,  that  after  the  efforts  of  despair  ^which 
never  last  long)  are  over,  her  majesty  and  her  ministers 
will  receive  but  little  trouble  from  the  faction,  either 
ontkis  or  on  your  side  of  the  water. 

You  are  very  kind  to  us  in  your  good  offices  for  Mr. 
Iliipps,  because  a  mark  of  favour  so  seasonably,  as  at 
this  time,  conferred  on  lord-chancellor*8  son,  will  have 
amuch  greater  infiuence  and  reach  further  than  his 
lordship's  person.  I  am  nreparing  for  my  journey,  and 
I  hope  I  shall  be  able  to  lay  such  a  state  of  this  king- 
dom before  my  lord-treasurer  as  may  prevent  future 
dilappoiotmenU  when  it  shall  be  thought  necessary  to 
hold  a  parliament.  If  this  parliament  is  not  to  sit 
iAer  the  present  prorogation,  I  do  think,  were  I  with 
jou,  I  could  offer  some  reasons  why  the  filling  the 
vacant  bishoprics  should  be  deferred  for  a  little  time. 
1  praise  God  for  his  great  goodness  in  restoring  her 
majesty  to  her  health ;  the  blessing  of  which,  if  we 
had  no  other  way  of  knowing,  we  might  learn  from 
the  mortification  it  has  given  a  certain  set  of  men 
here. 

I  shall  trouble  you  with  no  compliments,  because  I 
Wpesoon  to  tell  you  how  much  I  am,  dear  sir,  yours, 

AHOLESEY. 

vmn  clionl  cannot  make  leases  without  the  consent  of  thi* 
(icaa  and  chapter. 


FROM  THE  EAUL  OF  PETERBOROrGII. 

Manh  5.  1714. 
QUERIES  POn  DR.  SWIFT,  NEXT  SATURDAY,  AT  DINNKB. 

Whether  any  great  man  or  minister  has  favoured 
the  earl  of  Peterborough  with  one  single  line  since  he 
left  England  ;*  for  as  yet  he  has  not  received  one  word 
from  any  of  them,  nor  his  friend  of  St.  Patrick's  1 

Whether,  if  they  do  not  write  till  they  know  what  to 
write,  he  shall  ever  hear  from  them  f 

Whetiier  anything  can  be  more  unfortunate  than  to 
be  overcome  when  strongest,  outwitted  having  more 
wit,  and  baified  having  most  money  ? 

Whether  betwixt  two  stools  the  bottom  goes  to  the 
ground  (reverend  dean)  he  not  a  good  old  proverb, 
which  may  give  subject  for  daily  meditation  and  mor- 
tilicationf 

I  send  the  lasy  scribbler  a  letter  from  the  extremities 
of  the  earth,  where  I  pass  my  time,  admiring  the^  hu- 
mility and  patience  of  that  power  heretofore  so  terrible ; 
and  the  new  scene  which  we  see,  to  wit,  the  most 
christian  king  waiting  with  so  much  resignation  and  re* 
spect  to  know  the  emperor's  pleasure  as  to  peace  or  war. 
Where  I  reflect  with  admiration  upon  the  politics 
of  those  who,  breaking  with  the  old  allies,  dare  not 
make  use  of  ^e  new  ones;  who,  pulling  down  tlie 
old  rubbish  and  structure,  do  not  erect  a  new  fabric 
on  solid  foundations.  But  this  is  not  so  much  to  the 
purpose;  for  in  the  world  of  the  moon,  provided 
toasting  continue,  the  church  and  state  can  be  in  no 
danger. 

But,  alas!  in  this  unmerry  country,  where  we  have 
time  to  think,  and  are  under  the  necessity  of  thinking, 
where  impiously  we  make  use  of  reason,  without  a  blind 
resignation  to  Providence,  the  bottle,  or  chance,  what 
opinion  think  you  we  liave  of  the  present  management 
in  the  refined  parts  of  the  world,  where  there  are  iust 
motives  of  fear  1  When  neither  steadiness  nor  conduct 
appears,  and  when  the  evil  seems  to  come  on  apace,  can 
it  be  believed  that  extraordinary  remedies  are  not 
thought  off 

Heavens !  what  is  our  fate  T  What  might  have  been 
our  portion,  and  what  do  we  see  in  the  age  we  live  in  1 
France  and  England,  tlie  kings  of  Spain  and  Sicily, 
perplexed  and  confounded  by  a  headstrong  youth  f*  one 
who  has  lost  so  many  kingdoms  by  pride  and  folly ;  and 
all  these  powerful  nations  at  a  gaze,  ignorant  of  their 
destiny ;  not  capable  of  forming  a  scheme  which  they 
can  maintain  against  a  prince  who  has  neither  ships, 
money,  nor  conduct.  Some  of  the  ministers  assisted  and 
supported  with  absolute  power,  others  with  a  narliament 
at  their  disposal,  and  the  most  inconsidemble  of  them 
with  the  Indies  at  their  tail. 

And  what  do  I  see  in  the  centre,  as  it  were,  of  igno- 
rance and  bigotry  f  The  first  request  of  a  parliament 
to  their  king  is  to  employ  effectual  means  against  the 
increase  of  priests ;  the  idle  devourers  of  the  fat  of  the 
land.  We  see  churches,  shut  up  by  the  order  of  tlie 
pope,  set  open  by  dragoons,  to  the  geneml  content  of 
the  people.  To  conclude,  it  fell  out  that  one  of  our 
acquaintance^  found  himself,  at  a  great  table,  the  only 
unexcommuuicated  person  by  his  holiness;  the  rest  of 
the  company  eating  and  toasting,  under  anathemas, 
with  the  courage  of  a  hardened  heretic. 

Look  upon  the  prose  I  send  you.  Sec,  nevertheless, 
what  a  sneaking  figure  he  makes  at  the  foot  of  the 
parson.  Who  could  expect  this  from  him?  Hut  he 
thinks,  resolves,  and  executes. 

If  you  can  guess  from  whence  this  comes,  address 
your  letter  to  him,  ^*  i  Messieurs  RaffntU  et  Frttti 
Sacerdotti,  Genoa,'' 

■  Indorsed,  "  lonl  Peterborough,  abroad  oa  embassies.'* 

*  CliAxln  XII.  of  Sweden. 

*  Probably  the  rev.  Mr.  George  Ik'rkeley,  fellow  of  Dablin 
ctillegc.  who  went  cliaplain  and  secretary  to  the  earl  of  I^Ble^• 
borough  to  Sicily*  at  the  reoommeadatioa  of  Pr>  Swift. 
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FROM  LORD-TREASURER  OXFORD. 

[IndoTfed.  "  Lord-treanuer  Oxford'*  letter  to  me  in  a  conn- 
terfeit  hand,  with  the  bill  whao  the  printen  were  prosecuted  by 
the  house  of  lords  for  a  pamphlet.  Letter  with  bill  of  100/. 
Received  March  14.  1718-U.*'] 

WedneMlay  Night. 
I  BATE  heard  that  lome  honest  men,  who  are  very 
innocent,  are  under  trouble  touching  a  printed  pamphlet. 
A  friend  of  mine,  an  obscure  person,  hut  coaiitable, 
puts  the  enclosed  bill  in  youi  nands,  to  answer  such 
exigencies  as  their  case  may  immediately  require.  And 
I  find  he  will  do  more,  this  being  only  for  tne  present 
If  this  comes  safe  to  your  hands,  it  is  enough.* 


TO  LORDTREASURER  OXFORD.b 
Mat  it  please  youb  Lordship,  March  I8. 1714. 
Pdesuant  to  her  majesty  s  proclamation  of  the  fifVeenfh 
of  this  instant  March,  for  discorering  the  author  of  a 
false,  maliciotis,  and  factious  libel,  entitled,  ''  The 
Public  Spirit  of  the  Whigs  ;*'  wherein  her  majesty  is 
graciously  pleased  to  offer  a  reward  of  300/.  to  be  paid 
By  your  lordship ;  which  said  discovery  I  can  make, 
but  your  lordship,  or  some  persons  under  your  lord- 
ship, hare  got  such  an  ill  name  in  paying  such  re- 
wards :  Instance  two  poor  men.  Tit.,  John  Greenwood 
and  John  Bouch,  who  took  and  brought  to  justice  six 
persons,  vulgarly  Mohocks ;  which  the  said  two  poor 
men  never  received  but  twenty  pounds,  and  the  latter 
thirty ;  and  they  had  no  partners  concerned  with  them, 
as  appears  by  the  attorney-general's  reports  to  your 
lordsnip ;  which,  if  I  should  be  so  served,  to  cause  any 
persons  to  be  so  punished,  and  be  no  better  rewarded, 
will  be  no  encouragement  for  me  to  do  it ;  for  these 
two  poor  men  being  so  plain  a  precedent  for  me  to  go 
by.  Your  lordship's  most  humble  and  most  obedient 
servant,  L.  M. 

HUMOROUS  LINES,  BY  LORDTREASURER  OXFORD, 
SENT  TO  DB.  8WIPT,  DR.  ABBirTHNOT,  MB.  POPE,  AND 

MR.  OAY. 
April  14, 1714.    Back  stairs,  past  eight. 
Gay. — In  a  summons  so  large,  which  all  clergy  con- 
tains, 
I  must  turn  DismalV  convert,  or  pert  with  my 

brains, 
Should  I  scruple  to  quit  die  back-stain  for  your 

blind  ones. 
Or  refuse  your  true  juncto*  for  one  of—' 


ThtfoUowing  ia  their  jifuwer  to  hit  LortUhipj  chi^fy 
written  by  the  Dean, 

Let  not  the  MThigs  our  Tory  club  rebuke, 
Give  us  our  earl,"  the  devil  take  tiieir  duke.' 
Qtuedam  qute  attinent  ad  Seriblerum, 
Want  your  assistance  now  to  clear  *em. 

One  day  it  will  be  no  disgrace, 

In  Scribler  to  have  had  a  place ; 
Come  then,  my  lord,  and  take  your  part  in 
The  important  history  of  Martin. 
The  Dean. — A  pox  on  all  senders 
For  any  pretenders, 

*  This  letter  was  sent  to  Dr.  Swill,  when  the  printer  Mor- 
phew  was  proseeated  by  the  house  of  lords  for  "  The  Pablie 
Spirit  of  the  Whin,'*  a  psmphlet  written  in  answer  to  a  tract 
of  sir  Richard  Steele's,  called  *•  The  Crisis,"  and  published  on 
the  2Dd  of  Maich,  1 713-14.  All  the  Scots  lords  then  in  London 
wmt  to  the  queen  and  complained  of  the  affhmt  put  on  them 
and  their  nation  bv  the  author ;  upon  which  a  proclamation 
was  publifthed  by  her  m^csty  oflcriag  a  reward  of  300/.  to 
diKorerhia. 

^  Indorsed,  **  A  letter  to  lord'treamirer,  offering  to  discover 
the  author  of  the  pamphlet  called  '  The  Public  Spirit  of  the 
Whi«.*- 

c  Dismal  was  lord  Nottingham. 

d  Dr.  Swift,  Dr.  Arbuthnot,  Mr.  Pope,  and  Mr.  Gay,  were 
writlnc  the  **  History  of  Msrtinus  Scriblerus." 

•  Of  OKfoid. 

Of  Marlborough. 


Who  tell  us  these  troublesome  sfcoriei 
In  their  dull  humdrum  key, 
Of  Arma  virunupte, 
Hanoniai^  qui  primus  ah  oHi, 
A  pox,  too,  on  Hanmer, 
Who  prates  like  his  gran-mere, 
And  all  nis  old  friends  would  rebuke : 
In  spite  of  the  carle, 
Give  us  but  our  earl. 
The  devil  may  take  their  duke. 
Then  come  and  take  part  in 
The  memoirs  of  Martui ; 
lAy  down  your  white  staff  and  gmy  habit: 
For  trust  us,  friend  Mortimer, 
Should  you  live  years  forty  more. 
Here  olim  meminitee  juvtthit. 


MORE  LINES  OF  HUMOUR.  BY  THE  LOED- 
TREAJSURER. 

April  14. 1714. 

I  HONOUR  the  men,  sir. 

Who  are  ready  to  answer. 
When  1  ask  them  to  stand  by  the  queeii : 

In  spite  of  orators, 

And  blood-thirsty  praters. 
Whose  hatred  I  highly  esteem. 

Let  our  faith's  defender 

Keep  out  every  pretender. 
And  long  enjoy  her  own ; 

Thus  you  four,  five. 

May  merrily  live 
Till  faction  is  d«Bul  as  a  stone. 


FROM  THE  DUCHESS  OF  ORMOND. 

Anril  U.  1714. 

Bbotber,^ — I  should  sooner  have  thanlLed  you  for 
your  letter,  but  tliat  I  hoped  to  have  seen  you  here  hf 
this  time.  You  cannot  imagine  how  much  I  am 
grieved,  when  I  find  some  people  I  wish  well  to  nm 
counter  to  dieir  own  interest,  and  give  their  eneisiei 
such  advantages,  by  being  so  hard  upon  their  fri«ndf 
as  to  conclude,  if  they  are  not  without  fault,  tbr j  ut 
not  to  be  supported,  or  scarce  conversed  with.  F(f 
tune  is  a  very  pretty  gentlewonum ;  but  how  soon  ^ 
may  be  changed  nobody  can  tell.  Fretting  her,  with 
the  seeing  all  she  does  for  people  only  inakes  tlMn 
despise  her,  may  make  her  so  sick  as  to  alter  her  com* 
plexion ;  but  I  hope  our  friends  will  find  her  cautiDt, 
in  spite  of  all  they  do  to  shock  her :  and  remember  tt» 
story  of  the  arrows,*^  that  were  very  easily  broke  singly ; 
but,  when  tied  up  close  together,  no  strength  of  van 
could  hurt  them.  But  that  you  may  never  fed  soy 
ill  consequences  from  whatever  may  happen,  sic  iht 
sincere  wislies  of,  brother,  your%  with  all  sisterly  aftc* 
tion,  M.  Okhomd. 


TO  THE  EARL  OF  PETERBOROUOH. 

London.  May  18. 1714. 
Mr  Lord, — I  bad  done  myself  tlie  honour  of  wrioqf 
to  your  excellency  about  a  month  before  youn  ff 
March  the  5th  came  to  my  hands.  The  Saturdar  • 
dinners  have  not  been  resumed  since  Ae  queen's  retun 
from  Windsor;  and  I  am  not  sorrv,  since  it  becsise 
so  mingled  an  assembly,  and  of  so  little  use  either  to 
business  or  conversation  :  so  that  I  was  content  to  rrad 
your  queries  to  our  two  great  fHends.  The  trcaaum 
stuck  at  them  all ;  but  ths  secretary  aisquitted  himrlf 
of  the  first,  by  assuring  me  he  had  often  writteo  l> 
your  excellency. 

■  The  duchy  of  Hainault. 

^  The  duke'of  Onnood  was  cue  of  the  lixteeB  brother*:  tte 
dache«.  therefore,  call*  Swift  brother  in  her  lord'*  rifhi. 

e  In  thii  letUr  the  duchen  alludes  to  the  diviskm  thn  «^ 
siitinK  among  the  ministen  at  court. 
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I  wai  told  die  odicr  day  of  an  aniwer  you  made  to 
MXMbody  abroad  who  inquired  of  yoa  the  ftate  and 
diipoiitioot  of  our  court :  **  That  you  could  not  tell, 
for  yoa  had  been  out  of  England  a  fortnight.*^  In 
your  letter  you  mentioo  the  world  of  the  moon,  and 
tp^y  it  to  England ;  but  the  moon  changes  but  once 
io  four  weeka.  By  both  theae  inatanoea  it  appeal*  you 
have  a  better  opinion  of  our  ateadineaa  than  we  de- 
9em\  for  I  do  not  remember,  aince  you  left  ua,  that 
we  bare  continued  above  four  daya  in  the  aame  Tiew, 
or  four  minutea  with  any  manner  of  concert  I  aa- 
tore  yoo,  my  lord,  for  the  concern  I  have  for  the  com- 
moQ  cauae,  with  relation  to  affiuia  both  at  home  and 
abroad,  and  from  the  personal  lore  I  bear  to  our  frienda 
in  power,  I  never  led  a  life  ao  thoroughly  uneasy  aa  I 
ilo  at  present  Our  aituation  ia  ao  bad,  that  our  ene- 
m\n  could  not  widiout  abundance  of  invention  and 
al)ilily,  have  placed  ua  ao  ill,  if  we  had  left  it  entirely 
to  their  management  For  my  own  part,  my  head 
turns  roond;  and,  after  every  converaadon,  I  come 
away  just  one  degree  worse  informed  than  I  went  I 
am  glad,  for  the  honour  of  our  nation,  to  find  by  your 
rxcellency^s  letter  that  some  other  courts  have  a  share 
of  freoay,  tiiough  not  equal  nor  of  the  same  nature 
with  ouri.    The  height  of  honest  men's  wishes  at 

CKiit  it,  to  rub  off  mia  aeaaion ;  after  which  nobody 
the  impudence  to  expect  that  we  shall  not  im- 
mediately  fall  to  pieces :  nor  is  anydiing  I  write  the 
Inst  secret,  even  to  a  Whig  footman. 

The  queen  is  pretty  well  at  present ;  but  the  least 
disorder  she  has  puts  all  inalarm ;  and  when  it  is  over 
ve  act  as  if  she  were  immortal.  Neither  ia  it  possible 
to  Mrsiiade  people  to  make  any  prepomtions  against  an 
^ii  day.  There  ia  a  negotiation  now  in  hand,  which 
I  hope  will  not  be  abortive :  the  States-General  are 
williug  to  declare  themaelvea  fully  aatisfied  with  the 
|ieace  and  the  queen's  measures,  &c.,  and  that  is  too 
popular  a  matter  to  slight  It  is  impossible  to  tell  you 
wbeUier  the  prince  of  Hanover  intends  to  come  over  or 
wA,  I  ihouid  think  the  latter,  by  the  accounta  I  have 
wen;  yet  our  adversaries  continue  strenuously  to  aa- 
•nt  Atberwiae,  and  very  industriously  give  out  that 
the  lord-4reasurer  is  at  the  bottom :  which  haa  given 
aume  jealousies,  not  only  to  his  best  friends,  but  to 
some  1  shall  not  name ;  yet  I  am  confident  they  do 
hioi  wrong.  This  formidable  journey  is  the  perpetual 
*'ubjfct  both  of  court  and  coffeehouse  chat. 

Our  myateriooa  and  unconcerted  waya  of  proceed- 
ing have,  aa  is  natural,  taught  everybody  to  be  re- 
niim,  and  to  reason  themselves  into  a  thousand  various 
conjectures.  Even  I,  who  converse  most  with  people 
iu  power,  am  not  free  from  this  evil :  and,  particularly, 
I  thought  myaelf  twenty  timea  in  the  right  bv  drawing 
^'ouclofiona  very  regularly  from  premises  which  have 
proved  wholly  wrong.  I  think  this,  however,  to  be  a 
plaio  proof  that  we  act  altogether  by  chance,  and  that 
(he  ipamcv  such  as  it  is,  plays  itself. 

Ry  the  present  enclosed  in  your  excellency*s  letter, 
I  fiod  the  Sicilians  to  be  bad  delineators,  and  worse 
rprts.  As  aneakingly  aa  the  prince  looks  at  the 
bishop's  foot,  I  could  have  made  him  look  ten  times 
vorie,  aiMl  have  done  more  right  to  the  piece,  by 
placitig  your  excellency  there,  representing  your  mia- 
trns  the  queen,  and  delivering  the  crown  to  the  biahop 
with  orders  where  to  place  it  I  should  like  your  new 
^  itiir  very  well  if  he  would  make  Sicily  his  constant 
'^4id^tir«,  and  uae  Savoy  only  aa  a  commendam.  Old 
I'x/b  have  given  me  great  ideas  of  that  island.  I 
imi^e  every  acre  there  worth  three  in  England ;  and 
tiut  a  vise  prince,  in  such  a  situation,  would,  after 
Simp  years,  be  able  to  make  what  figure  he  pleased  in 
^be  Blediterranean. 

The  duke  of  Shrewsbury,  not  liking  the  weather  on 
our  side  the  water,  continues  in  Ireland,  although  he 


formally  took  hia  leave  there  aix  weeks  ago.  Tom 
Harley  is  every  hour  expected  here,  and  writes  me 
word,  *'  he  has  succeeded  at  Hanover  to  his  wishes.** 
Lord  Stafford  writes  the  same,  and  gives  himself  no 
little  merit  upon  it 

Barber  the  printer  was,  some  time  ago,  in  great  dis- 
tress^ upon  printing  a  pamphlet,  of  which  evil  tongues 
would  needs  call  me  the  author  :*«  he  was  brought 
before  your  house,  which  addressed  the  queen  in  a 
body,  who  kindly  published  a  proclamation  with  three 
hundired  pounds  to  discover.  The  fault  was,  calling 
the  Scots  **■  a  fierce,  poor  northern  people.''  So  weU 
protected  are  those  who  scribble  for  the  government! 
Upon  which,  I  now  put  one  query  to  your  excellency, 
What  has  a  man  without  employment  to  do  among 
ministers,  when  he  can  neither  serve  himself,  hia  friends, 
nor  the  public  f 

In  my  former  letter,  which  I  suppose  was  sent  to 
Paris  to  meet  you  there,  I  gave  you  joy  of  the  govern- 
ment of  Minorca.  One  advantage  you  have  of  being 
abroad,  that  you  keep  your  friends ;  and  I  can  name 
almost  a  doaen  great  men  who  tMbroughly  hate  one 
another,  yet  all  love  your  lordahip.  If  you  have  • 
mind  to  preserve  their  friendship,  keep  at  a  distance ; 
or  come  over,  and  show  your  power,  by  reconciling 
at  least  two  of  them ;  and  remember,  at  the  aame  timc^ 
that  thia  laat  is  an  impossibility.  If  your  excellency 
were  here,  I  would  speak  to  you  without  any  constraint ; 
but  the  fear  of  accidents  in  the  conveyance  of  the 
letter  makes  me  keep  to  generals.  I  am  aure  vou 
would  have  prevented  a  great  deal  of  ill  if  you  had 
continued  among  ua ;  but  people  of  my  level  muat  be 
content  to  have  their  opinion  aaked,  and  to  aee  it  not 
followed;  although  I  have  always  given  it  with  the 
utmost  freedom  and  impartiality.  I  have  troubled 
you  too  much ;  and  as  a  long  letter  from  you  is  the 
most  agreeable  thing  one  can  receive,  so  the  most 
agreeable  return  would  be  a  short  one.  I  am  ever, 
with  the  greatest  respect  and  truth,  my  lord,  your 
excellency's  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

Jonathan  Swift. 


FROM  CHIVERTON  CHARLTON,  ESQ., 

CAPTAIN   or  TUB  YEOMEN  OP  THE  OUAUX 

May  M.  17U. 
Su, — Hearing  from  honest  John^  that  you  still  persist 
in  your  resolution  of  retiring  into  the  country,  1  can- 
not but  give  you  my  thoughts  of  it,  at  the  same  time 
that  I  am  sensible  how  intruding  it  may  appear  in  me 
to  trouble  you  with  what  I  think ;  but  you  have  an 
unlucky  quality,  which  exposes  you  to  the  forwardness 
of  those  woo  love  ^ou :  I  mean  good-nature.  From 
which,  though  I  did  ixit  always  suspect  you  guilty  of 
it,  I  now  promise  myself  an  easy  pardon.  So  that, 
without  being  in  much  pain  aa  to  the  oenaure  you 
may  pass  upon  my  assurance,  I  shall  go  on  gravely  to 
tdl  you  I  am  entirely  against  your  deaign. 

I  confess  a  just  indignation  at  several  things,  and 
particularly  at  the  return  your  services  have  met  with, 
may  give  you  a  disgust  to  the  court;  and  that  retire- 
ment may  afford  a  pleaaing  prospect  to  you,  who  have 
lived  80  long  in  the  hurry,  and  have  borne  ao  great  a 
share  of  the  load,  of  business ;  and  the  more  so  at  thia 
juncture,  when  the  distraction  among  ^our  frienda  ia 
enough  to  make  any  one  sick  of  a  courtier*s  life.  But 
on  these  very  accounti  yon  should  choose  to  stay,  and 
convince  the  world  that  you  are  as  mnch  above  private 
resentment,  where  the  pibiic  is^  concerned,  aa  you  are 
incapable  of  being  tired  out  in  the  aervice  of  your 
country ;  and  that  you  are  neither  afraid  nor  unwilling 
to  face  a  atorm  in  a  good  eausau 

*  "  The  Public  Spirit  of  the  Whigs.*' 
^  John  Barber,  th«n  th«  dean's  printer ;  in  1799  an  alte- 
man,  and  in  17SS  lord-mayor  of  Ltmdon. 
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It  is  tnie  you  Lave  lem  reason  tlioii  any  one  I  know 
to  regard  what  the  world  says  of  you;  for  I  know 
none  to  whom  the  world  has  been  more  unjust.  Yet, 
since  the  most  generous  revenge  is  to  make  the  un- 
grateful appear  yet  more  ungrateful,  you  should  still 
persecute  the  public  with  fresh  obligations  ;  and  the 
rather,  because  some  there  are  of  a  temper  to  acknow- 
ledge benefits,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  the  rest  may  not 
always  continue  stupid.  At  least  (suppose  the  worst), 
the  attempt  to  do  good  carries  along  with  it  a  secret 
satisfaction,  with  which  if  you  are  nut  sensibly  af- 
fected, I  am  at  a  loss  how  to  account  for  many  of  your 
actions.  I  remember  very  well  what  you  hate  some- 
times said  upon  this  subject;  a^  if  you  were  now 
grown  useless,  &c.  To  which  I  have  this  to  answer, 
that,  though  your  efforts  are  in  vain  to-day,  some  un- 
foreseen incident  may  make  them  otherwise  to-morrow ; 
and  that,  should  you  by  your  absence  lose  any  happy 
opportunity,  you  will  be  the  first  to  reproach  yourself 
with  running  away,  and  be  the  last  man  in  the  world 
to  pardon  it.  If  I  denied  self-interest  to  be  at  the 
bottom  of  all  I  have  said,  I  know  you  would  think  I 
lied  villanously,  and  perhaps  not  tliink  amiss  neither; 
for  I  still  flatter  myself  with  the  continuance  of  that 
favour  you  have  on  many  occasions  been  pleased  to 
■how  me ;  and  am  vain  enough  to  fancy  I  should  be 
a  considerable  loser  if  you  were  where  I  could  have 
an  opportunity  of  clubbing  my  shilling  with  you  now 
and  tlien  at  good  eating.  But  as  much  as  I  am  con- 
cerned on  this  account,  I  am  not  so  selfish  to  say  what 
I  have  done  if  it  were  not  my  real  opinion ;  which 
whether  you  regard  or  not,  I  could  not  deny  myself 
the  satisfaction  of  speaking  it,  and  of  assuring  you 
that  I  am,  with  the  utmost  sincerity  and  respect,  sir, 
your  most  obliged  and  most  faithful  humble  servant, 

Ch.  Charlton. 

My  lady  duchess  [Ormond],  I  can  answer  for  her,  is 
very  much  your  servant,  though  I  have  not  her  com- 
mands to  say  so.  She  is  gone  to  see  the  duke  of 
Beaufort,  who  is  so  ill  it  is  fWred  he  caimot  recover. 
She  went  this  morning  so  early,  I  have  had  no  par- 
ticular account  how  he  is  :  but  am  told,  he  does  no- 
thing but  doze.  The  messenger  came  to  her  at  three 
in  the  morning,  and  she  went  away  immediately 
afterward. 

Lady  Betty  desires  me  to  thank  you  for  your  letter, 
and  would  be  glad,  since  the  provost  is  graciously 
pleased  to  stay  her  majesty's  time,  to  know  where 
it  is  he  designs  to  stay. 

Honest  Townshend  and  I  have  the  satisfaction  to  drink 
your  health  as  oAen  as  we  do  drink  together.  Whe- 
ther you  approve  of  your  being  toasted  with  the 
bishop  of  London  and  such  people,  I  cannot  tell ; 
but  at  present  we  have  disposed  you  in  the  fint  list 
of  rank  Tories. 

A  servant  is  just  now  come  from  the  duchess  of  Or- 
mond, and  gives  such  an  account  of  the  duke  of 
Beaufort  that  it  is  thought  he  cannot  possibly 
recover. 


FROM  MR.  OAY.a 

LondoD*  Jane  B.  1 71 4. 
Sir, — Since  you  went  out  of  the  town  my  lord  Claren- 
don was  appointed  envoy-extraordinary  to  Hanover  in 
the  room  of  lord  Paget ;  and  by  making  use  of  those 
friends,  which  I  entirely  owe  to  you,  he  has  accepted 
me  for  his  secretary.  Tins  day,  by  appointment,  I 
met  hij  lordship  at  Mr.  Secretaiy  Bromley's  office  ;^ 
he  then  ordered  me  to  be  ready  by  Saturday.  I  am 
quite  off  from  the  duchess  of  Monmouth.*"    Mr.  Lewis 

•  Indorwd  "  The  dmn  tent  G^y  abroad." 

1>  Biomley  woa  joint  lecretary  with  Bolingbroke. 

>  Mr.  Gay  had  been  secrvtary  to  the  dttchess  of  Monmonth. 


was  very  ready  to  serve  me  upon  this  oecasion,  u 
were  Dr.  Arbuthnot  and  Mr.  Ford.  I  am  every  day 
attending  my  lord-treasurer  for  his  bounty,  in  order  to 
set  me  out ;  which  he  has  promised  me  upon  the  fioi- 
lowing  petition,  which  I  sent  him  by  Dr.  Azbathaot: 

Tke  eptgraaunatical  PetUiom  of  John  Gay. 

Vm  no  more  to  converse  with  the  swains, 
But  go  where  fine  people  resort : 

One  can  live  without  money  on  plaim^ 
But  never  without  it  at  court 

If,  when  with  the  swains  I  did  gambol, 
I  array *d  me  in  silver  and  blue : 

When  abroad,  and  in  courts,  I  shall  ramble, 
Pray,  my  lord,  how  much  money  will  do? 

We  had  the  honour  of  the  treasurer's  oompuiy  b*t 
Saturday,  when  we  sat  upon  Scriblerus.*  Pope  ii  iu 
town,  and  lias  brought  with  him  the  fint  bouk  c-f 
Homer. 

I  am  this  evening  to  be  at  Mr.  Lewis's  with  the 
provost,^  Mr.  Ford,  Pamell,  and  Pope.  It  is  thou^lt 
my  lord  Clarendon  will  make  but  a  short  star  k* 
Hanover.  If  it  was  possible  that  any  recommcudaiion 
could  be  procured  to  make  me  mure  distinguishfd 
tlian  ordinary  during  my  stay  at  that  court,  I  ^uld 
think  myself  very  happy,  if  you  could  contrive  anj 
method  to  prosecute  it;  for  I  am  told,  that  tWir 
civilities  very  rarely  descend  so  low  as  to  me  secretuy. 
I  have  all  the  reason  in  the  world  to  acknowledge  this 
as  wholly  owing  to  you.  And  the  many  favours  I 
have  received  from  you,  purely  out  of  your  lore  for 
doing  good,  assures  me  you  will  not  forget  me  in  di? 
absence.  As  for  myself,  whether  I  am  at  hume  cr 
abroad,  gratitude  will  always  put  me  hi  mind  of  the 
man  to  whom  1  owe  so  many  benefits.  I  am  your  most 
obliged  humble  servant,  JouK  Gav. 


TO  MISS  VANHOMRIGH. 

Upper  Letoombe.  near  Waoiafe,  Berks.  Juna  S,  I7M- 
I  HAVE  not  much  news  to  tell  you  from  hence,  nor  harf 
I  had  one  line  from  anybody  since  I  left  Lorxion,  ai 
which  I  am  very  glad  :  but  to  say  the  truth,  I  Mim 
I  shall  not  stay  here  so  long  as  I  intended ;  I  am  it  i 
clergyman's  house,  whom  I  love  very  well ;  but  h«  ii 
such  a  melancholy,  thoughtful  man,  partly  from  latm 
and  partly  by  a  solitary  life,  that  I  shaU  soon  otdi 
the  spleen  from  him.  Out  of  ease  and  compUisutce, 
I  desire  him  not  to  alter  any  of  his  methocu  for  lot^ 
so  we  dine  exactly  between  twelve  and  one.  At  o^ht 
we  have  some  bread  and  butter  and  a  glass  of  al^ 
and  at  ten  he  goes  to  bed.  Wine  is  a  stranger,  except 
a  little  I  sent  him  j  of  which,  one  evening  in  two,  v« 
have  a  pint  between  us.  His  wife  has  bero  tVu 
month  twenty  miles  off,  at  her  father's,  and  viU  n  ( 
return  these  ten  days.  I  never  saw  her ;  and  ixrha^ 
the  house  will  be  worse  when  she  comes.  I  rvad  ul 
day,  or  walk  :  and  do  not  speak  aa  manv  wofd«  u  I 
have  now  writ  in  three  days ;  so  that,  in  snort,  I  ^au 
a  mind  to  steal  to  Ireland,  unless  1  find  mjMlf  taif 
more  to  this  way  of  living,  so  different,  in  every  ct- 
cumstaiice,  from  what  I  left.  This  ia  the  first  *yDa(l< 
I  have  writ  to  anybody  since  you  saw  me.  1  shal)  ^ 
glad  to  hear  from  you,  not  as  you  are  a  Londcnrr,  bot 
as  a  friend ;  for  I  care  not  threepence  for  ttcws  ^^ 
have  heard  one  syllable  since  I  came  here.  Tlie  ^ 
tender  or  duke  of  Cambridge  may  both  be  Uodc'. 
and  I  never  the  wiser  :  but  if  this  place  wtsv  ten  tio^ 
worse,  nothing  shall  make  me  return  to  tovu  «l)i)^ 
things  are  in  the  situation  T  left  diem.  I  pre  J 
guinea  a-week  for  my  board,  and  can  eat  acythiDg. 


*  McmoirB  of  Matthina  SeriUf  -  ^ 

^  Of  Dublin  college.  Dr.  Bo^jamin  Piatt. 
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FROM  MR.  BARBER. 

Looilou.  June  8,  1714. 
Deii  SiK,— I  have  enclosed  all  the  leUera  that  have 
come  to  my  hands.     I  saw  my  lord'treasiirer  to-day, 
vbo  asked  me  where  you  were  gone  ?    I  told  his  lord- 
fhjp  you  were  in  Berkshire.*    He  answered,  **  It  is  very 
vfll ;  I  suppose  I  shall  soon  hear  from  him."'  My  lord 
fiolingbroke  wasvenr  merry  with  roe  upon  your  journey, 
aixl  b<^d  the  worid  would  be  the  better  for  your  retire- 
nofnt,  sod  that  I  should  soon  be  the  midwife.     The 
Khism  bill  was  read  the  second  time  yesterday,  and 
oommitted  for  to-morrow,  without  a  division.    Every- 
body is  in  the  greatest  consternation  at  your  retirement, 
and  wooden  at  the  cause.    I  tell  them  it  is  for  your 
health's  sake.    Mr.  Gay  is  made  secretary  to  my  lord 
Clarendon,  and  is  well  pleased  with  his  promotion. 
The  qoeen  is  so  well,  that  the  Sicilian  ambfusador  has 
bii  audience  to-night.    She  can  walk,  thank  God,  and 
is  weQ  recovered.     •••••♦**  consent,  I  will  appoint 
the  happy  day ;  as  does,  sir,  your  most  obedient  humble 
iWTao^  Tybant. 

1  foqjot  to  tell  you  that  I  saw  Mr.  Harley,  who  told 
me  he  would  instantly  send  for  the  horse  from  Here- 
funlsbire,  but  that,  being  at  grass,  he  had  ordered  his 
man  not  to  ride  hard;  but  that  you  should  have 
him  widi  all  convenient  speed. 

FROM  DR,  ARBUTIINOT.b 

St.  J&mcs'a.  Jane  If,  17 U.  ^ 
Dbar  Bbothsr^c — I  am  glad  your  proud  stomach  is 
come  down,  and  that  you  submit  to  write  to  your 
frirnds.  I  was  of  opinion  that,  if  they  managed  you 
rirhr,  they  might  bring  you  to  be  even  fond  of  an 
article  in  the  •*  Poft-Boy,"  or  «  Flying  Post."  As  for  the 
pretent  state  of  our  court  affairs,  1  thank  God  I  am 
almost  as  ignorant  as  you  are,  to  my  great  ease  and 
comfort.  I  have  never  inquired  about  anything  since  my 
lady  Masham  told  the  dragond  tlmt  she  would  carry 
iw  more  messages,  nor  meddle  nor  make,  &c.  I  do 
i)ot  know  whether  tilings  were  quite  so  bad  when  you 
vent,  tlie  drafron  manages  this  bill*  pretty  well; 
fiT  you  know  that  it  is  his/or/e :  and  I  believe,  at  the 
nte  they  go  on,  they  will  do  mischief  to  themselves, 
and  gwxi  to  nobody  else. 

Vou  know  that  Gav  goes  to  Hanover,  and  my  lord- 
treasurer  has  promised  to  equip  him.  Monday  is  the 
day  of  departure ;  and  he  is  now  dancing  attendance 
f'>r  money  to  buy  him  shoes,  stockings,  and  linen. 
IV  duchess  has  turned  him  off,  which  I  am  afraid 
will  make  the  poor  man's  condition  worse,  instead  of 
l«tter. 

The  dragon  was  with  us  on  Saturday  night  last, 
aAcT  having  sent  us  really  a  most  exceUeiit  copy  of 
verves.  1  really  believe,  when  he  lays  down,  he  will 
Iffore  a  very  good  poet.  1  remember  (he  first  part 
<'f  hit  verses  was  complaining  of  ill  U8i^;e;  and  at 
last  he  concludes, 


"  n«  thai  eaies  not  to  rule  will  1w  snre  to  obev. 
^hta  Mimmou'd  by  Arbuthnot  Pope,  Faniell,  and  Gay." 

l^unell  has  been  thinking  of  going  chaplain  to  my 
lord  Clarendou ;  but  they  will  not  say  whether  he 
■hould  or  not.  1  am  to  meet  our  club  at  the  Pall-mall 
<offf(house  about  one  to-day,  where  we  cannot  fail  to 
remember  you.  The  queen  is  in  good  health ;  much 
in  the  same  circumstances  with  the  gentleman  I  men- 


*  ^-ift  haviog  !n  vain  endeavoured  to  brin;;  about  a  reran- 
rUiatioB  brtween  the  Ionia  Uaford  and  Ii(ilinu>>roko.  reiitfd 
about  thU  time  to  th^  lionae  of  his  friend,  the  VifX.  Mr.  Gery, 
^  L-ocombe.  Berks :  where  he  wruta  "  Free  Thuughtt  on  the 
IVv-iit  Kiiile  of  Aflalr*.** 

^  M  that  time  the  qiioen*<  domcttie  phvtician. 

c  One  of  the  atxtrrn. 

'  liortt'Treaaurer  €)xfonl. 

•  '*  To  prrvent  the  growth  of  aehinn,  and  for  the  further 
Kcurity  of  the  Church  of  EnjfUnd  as  by  la<\  ettahlUbed." 


tioned,  in  attendance  u|)on  her  ministers  for  something 
she  cannot  obtain.  My  lord  and  my  lady  l^I.-iaham 
and  lady  Fair  remember  you  kindly ;  and  none  with 
more  sincere  respect  than  yuur  affectionate  brother  and 
humble  servant,  Jusepu  Aubutiinot. 

FROM  MR.  1\>PE. 

June  IS.  1714. 

Whatever  apologies  it  might  fiecome  me  to  make  nt 
any  other  time  for  writing  to  you,  I  shall  use  none 
now  to  a  man  who  has  owned  himself  as  splenetic  as  a 
cat  in  the  country.  In  that  circiunstance  I  know  by 
experience  a  letter  is  a  very  tiseful  as  well  as  amusing 
thing ;  if  you  are  too  busied  in  state  affairs  to  read  it, 
yet  you  may  find  entertainment  in  folding  it  into 
divers  figures,  either  doubling  it  into  a  pyramidical,  or 
twisting  it  into  a  serpentine  form,  to  light  a  pipe, 
or,  if  your  disposition  should  not  be  so  mathematical, 
in  taking  it  with  you  to  that  place  where  men  of 
studious  minds  are  apt  to  sit  longer  tlian  ordinary; 
where,  after  an  abrupt  division  of  the  paper,  it  may 
not  be  unpleasant  to  try  to  fit  and  rejoin  the  broken 
Ihies  together.  All  these  amusements  I  am  no  stranger 
to  in  the  country,  and  doubt  not  (by  this  time)  you 
begin  to  relbh  them  in  your  present  contemplative 
situation. 

I  remember  a  man  who  was  thought  to  have  some 
knowledge  in  the  world  used  to  affirm  that  no  people 
in  town  ever  complained  they  were  forgotten  by  their 
friends  in  the  country  :  but  my  increasing  experience 
convinces  me  he  was  mistaken,  for  I  find  a  great  many 
here  grievously  complaining  of  you  upon  this  score. 
I  am  told  farther  that  you  treat  the  few  you  correspond 
with  in  a  very  arrogant  style,  and  tell  them  you  admire 
at  (heir  insolence  in  disturbing  your  meditations,  or 
even  inquiring  of  your  retreat:  but  this  I  will  not 
positively  assert,  because  I  never  received  any  such 
insulting  epistle  from  you.  My  lord  Oxford  says  yoa 
have  not  written  to  him  once  since  you  went ;  but  this 
perhaps  may  be  only  policy  in  him  or  you :  and  I, 
who  am  half  a  Whig,  must  not  entirely  credit  any- 
thing he  affirms.  At  Button's  it  is  reported  you  are 
gone  to  Hanover,  and  that  Gay  goes  only  on  an  em- 
bassy to  you.  Others  apprehend  some  dangerous  state 
treatise  from  yotir  retirement ;  and  a  wit,  who  affects  to 
imitate  Balxoc,  says  that  the  ministry  now  ore  like 
those  heathens  of  old  who  received  their  oracles  from 
tiie  woods.  The  gentlemen  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
persuasion  are  not  unwilling  to  credit  me  when  I 
whisper  that  you  ore  gone  to  meet  some  Jesuits  com- 
missioned from  the  court  of  Rome,  in  order  to  settle  the 
most  convenient  methods  to  be  taken  for  the  coming  of 
the  pretender.  Dr.  Arbuthnot  is  singular  in  his  opinion, 
and  imoghies  your  only  design  is  to  attend  at  full  lei- 
sure to  the  **  Life  and  Adventures  of  Scriblerus.*'  This, 
indeed,  must  be  granted  of  greater  importance  than  all 
the  rest ;  and  1  wish  I  could  promise  so  well  of  you. 
The  top  of  my  own  ambition  is  to  contribute  to  tliot 
great  work,  and  I  shall  translate  Homer  by  the  by. 
Mr.  Gay  has  acquainted  you  what  progress  I  have  made 
in  it  I  cannot  name  Mr.  Gay  without  all  the  ac- 
knowledgments which  1  shall  ever  owe  you  on  his 
account  If  I  writ  this  in  verse,  I  would  tell  you  you 
are  like  the  sun,  and,  while  men  imagine  you  to  be 
retired  or  absent,  are  hourly  exerting  your  indulgence, 
and  bringing  things  to  maturity  fur  their  advantage. 
Of  all  tm  world  you  ore  the  man  (without  flattery) 
who  serve  your  friends  with  the  least  ostentation :  it  is 
almost  ingratitude  to  thank  you,  considering  your 
temper,  and  this  is  the  period  of  all  my  letter  which 
I  fear  you  will  think  tne  most  impertinent.  I  am, 
with  the  truest  affection,  yours,  &c. 
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FROM  THOMAS  HABLEY,  ESQ^ 

June  19, 1714. 
Sir, — Your  letter  g^ave  me  a  great  deal  of  pleasure.  I 
do  not  mean  only  die  satisfaction  one  must  always  find 
in  hearing  from  so  good  a  friend,  who  has  distinguished 
himself  in  tiie  world,  and  formed  a  new  character, 
which  nobody  is  vain  enough  to  pretend  to  imitate.^ 
But  you  must  know,  the  moment  after  you  disappeared 
I  found  it  was  to  no  purpose  to  be  unconcerned,  and  to 
slight  (as  I  really  have  done)  all  the  silly  stories  and 
schemes  I  meet  with  every  day ;  the  effects  of  self- 
conceit,  and  a  frightened,  hasty  desire  of  gain.  They 
asked  me,  *^Has  not  the  dean  left  the  townt  Is' not 
Dr.  Swift  gone  into  the  country  f — Yes ;  and  I  would 
have  gone  into  the  country  too  if  I  had  not  learned 
one  cannot  be  hurt  till  one  turns  one*s  back ;  for  which 
reason  I  will  go  no  more  on  their  errands.  Bu^  seriously, 
you  never  heard  such  bellowing  about  the  town  of  the 
state  of  the  nation,  especially  among  the  sharpers,  aellerfl 
of  bear-skins  [stock-jobbers],  and  the  rnt  of  that 
kind ;  nor  such  crying  and  squalling  among  the  ladies ; 
insomuch  that  it  has  at  last  reached  the  house  of  com- 
mons; which  I  am  sorry  for,  because  it  is  hot  and 
uneasy  sitting  there  in  this  season  of  the  year.  But  I 
was  told  to-day  that  in  some  countries  people  are 
forced  to  watch  day  and  night  to  keep  wild  beasts  out 
of  their  com.  Do  you  not  pity  me  for  yielding  to  such 
grave  sayings,  to  be  stifled  every  day  in  the  house  of 
commons  ? 

When  I  was  out  of  England  I  used  to  receive  five 
or  six  letters  each  post,  wi^  this  passage :  *^  As  for  what 
passes  here,  you  will  be  informed  by  others  much  bet- 
ter ;  therefore  I  shall  not  trouble  you  with  anything  of 
that  sort.**  You  will  give  me  leave  to  use  it  now,  as 
my  excuse  to  you  for  not  writing  news.  I  hope  honest 
Gay  will  be  better  supplied  by  some  friend  or  other. 
Before  I  received  your  direction  I  had  ordered  my  ser- 
vant, who  comes  next  Monday  out  of  Herefordshire,  to 
leave  your  horse  at  the  Crown  in  Farringdon,  where  you 
can  easily  send  for  him.  I  hear  he  was  so  fat  they 
could  not  travel  him  till  he  was  taken  down;  and  I 
ordered  he  should  go  short  journeys :  he  is  of  a  good 
breed,  and  therefore  I  hope  will  prove  well :  if  not,  use 
him  like  a  bastard,  and  I  will  cDoose  another  for  you. 
I  am,  sir,  your  most  faithful  humble  servant, 

Thomas  Harlby. 


FROM  MR   THOMAS.  SECRETARY  TO  THE  LORD- 
TREASURER. 

June  22,  1714. 
Reverend  Sir, — It  was  witlj  some  difficulty  that  I  pre- 
vailed with  myself  to  forbear  acknowledging  your  very 
kind  letter.  I  can  only  tell  you  it  shall  be  the  business 
of  my  life  to  endeavour  to  deserve  the  opinion  you  ex- 
press of  me,  and  thereby  to  recommend  myself  to  the 
continuance  of  your  friendship. 

My  lord-treasurer  does,  upon  all  occasions,  do  justice 
to  your  merit;  and  he  has  expressed  to  all  his  friends 
the  great  esteem  he  has  for  so  hearty  and  honest  a  friend, 
and  particularly  on  occasion  of  the  letter  you  mention 
to  have  lately  writ  to  him.  And  all  his  friends  can  in- 
form you  with  what  pleasure  he  communicated  it  to 
tliem. 

And  now  for  business ;  I  am  to  acquaint  you  that 
last  Thursday  I  received  the  50/.  (which  now  waits  your 
orders)  and  dated  your  receipt  accordingly,  which  I 
delivered  to  Mr.  Wetham,  who  paid  me  the  money. 

I  do  not  pretend  to  tell  you  how  matters  go.  Our 
friend  says  very  bad.  I  am  sanguine  enough  to  hope 
not  worse.     I  sim,  with  all  possible  esteem,  ever  yours, 

William  Thomas. 

a  This  Kratlcman  was  eooiin  to  Hie  lord-trea»urer. 
b  A  judicious  and  wcll-meritod  compliment. 


FROM  DR.  ARBUTHNOT. 

Kensington.  Jane  S6, 1T14. 
Dear  Brother, — I  had  almost  resolved  not  to  writir  to 
you,  for  fear  of  disturbing  so  happy  a  state  as  you  de- 
scribe. On  the  other  huid,  a  little  of  the  devil,  that 
cannot  endure  anybody  should  enjoy  aparadiac,  afamat 
provoked  me  to  give  you  a  long  and  melaDcholy  state  of 
our  affairs.  For  you  must  knew  that  it  is  just  my  ovn 
case.  I  have  with  great  industry  cndeaTOuied  to 
live  in  ignorance,  but  at  the  same  time  would  enjoy 
Kensington-gardoi :  and  then  some  busy  diaconlcntal 
body  or  another  comes  just  cross  me  and  begins  a 
dismal  story ;  and  before  I  go  to  supper  I  am  as  fall 
of  grievances  as  the  most  knowing  of  mena. 

I  will  plague  you  a  little  by  tdling  you  tbe  diagen 
dies  hard.  He  is  now  kicking  and  cuffing  about  hia 
like  the  devil :  and  you  know  parliamentary  xaaaafs- 
ment  is  the  forte,  but  no  hopes  of  any  settlement  betwcco 
the  two  champions.  The  dragon  said  laat  nig^  to  my 
lady  Masham  and  me  that  it  is  with  great  iudurtry  k 
keeps  his  friends,  who  are  very  numerous,  from  pulliaf 
all  to  pieces.  Oay  bad  a  hundred  pounda  in  doe  tine, 
and  went  away  a  happy  man.  I  have  s<Jicited  both 
lord-treasurer  and  lord  Bolingbroke  stronglj  for  the 
Pamellian,  and  gave  them  a  memorial  the  oAfaer  day. 
Lord-treasurer  speaks  mighty  affectionately  of  bin, 
which  you  know  is  an  ill  sign  in  ecclesiastical  ptthr^ 
ments.  WitneM  some  that  you  and  I  know,  when  tbe 
contrary  was  the  best  sign  in  me  world.  Pz»y  remembs 
Martin  [**  Martinus  Scriblerus*"] ,  who  is  an  innocent  lid- 
low  ana  will  not  disturb  your  solitude.  The  ridicule  of 
medicine  is  so  copious  a  subject,  that  I  must  only  hot 
and  there  touch  it.  I  have  made  him  study  physic  from 
the  apothecaries'  bills,  where  there  is  a  good  pkntifel 
field  for  a  satire  upon  the  present  practice.  Cfne  of  his 
projects  was,  by  a  stamp  upon  blistering^plaitfaa»  and 
melilot  by  tbe  yard,  to  raise  money  for  the  govcmnwt, 
and  to  give  it  to  Radcliffe  and  othos  to  farm.  Bat  these 
was  likely  to  be  a  petition  from  the  inhabitants  of 
Ix>ndon  and  Westounster,  who  had  no  mind  to  bo  flayed. 
There  was  a  problem  about  the  doses  of  pnrginiF  miBdi- 
cines,  publisned  four  years  ago,  showing  tnat  tbej  ought 
to  be  in  proportion  to  the  bulk  of  the  potient.  F^« 
thence  Martin  endeavours  to  detemiine  die  qocstifMi 
about  the  weight  of  the  ancient  men  by  the  doaes  of 
I^ysic  that  were  given  them.  One  of  his  best  inrgutiwis 
was  a  map  of  diseases  for  three  cavitiei  of  the  body, 
and  one  for  the  external  parts;  just  like  tibe  foor  quar- 
ters of  the  world.  Then  the  great  dieeasei  axe  like 
capital  cities,  with  their  symptoms  all  like  stmts  and 
suburbs,  with  the  roads  that  lead  to  other  diseases.  It 
is  thicker  set  with  towns  than  any  Flanden  map  yon 
ever  saw.  Radcliffe  is  painted  at  the  comer  of  the 
map,  contending  for  the  universal  empire  of  this  world, 
and  the  rest  of  the  phyridans  opposing  his  ambitions 
designs,  with  a  project  of  a  treaty  of  partition  to  ssttk 
peace. 

There  is  an  excellent  subject  of  ridicule  from  sobs 
of  the  Grerman  physicians,  who  set  up  a  sensitivo  soul 
as  a  sort  of  a  first  minister  to  the  rational.  Hcfaaeat 
calls  him  Archaras.  DoIsbus  calls  him  MicrocosaMlor. 
He  has  under  him  several  other  genii,  that  reside  in  die 
particular  parts  of  the  body,  particularly  prince  Car> 
dimelech  in  the  heart. ;  Gasterooax  in  the  stomach ;  sad 
the  Plastic  Prince  in  tlie  organs  of  generation.  I  be- 
lieve I  could  make  you  laugh  at  the  explicatioo  of 
distempers  from  the  wars  and  alliances  of  those  prince% 
and  how  the  first  minister  gets  the  better  of  his  mistroi 
anima  rationalit. 

The  best  is,  that  it  is  making  reprisals  upon  the  pD> 
liticians,  who  are  sure  to  allegorise  all  the  animal  eco- 
nomy into  state  affairs.  Pope  has  been  coUeeting  high 
flights  of  poetry,  which  are  very  good;  they  are  to  bt 
solemn  nonsense. 
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I  dKnigbt  upon  the  following  the  other  day,  ai  I  wai 

goiog  into  my  coach,  the  dust  being  troublesome : 

Thv  dust  in  rauUler  partidM  torn 
Thaa  those  which  fluid  bodies  do  composo : 
Contrariet  in  extremes  do  often  meet. 
T«-ss  DOW  so  dry.  tltat  you  might  call  it  wet. 

1  do  not  give  you  these  hints  to  divert  you,  but  that  you 

nuj  hare  your  thoughts,  and  work  upon  them. 

I  know  you  love  me  heartily,  and  yet  I  will  not  own 

that  pu  love  roe  better  than  I  love  you.  My  lord  and 

Uiij  Madkam  love  yon  too,  and  read  your  letter  to  me 

with  plfsjure.    My  lady  says  she  will  write  to  you, 

whether  vou  write  to  her  or  not, — Dear  friend,  adieu. 

TO  THE  LORD-THEASURER  OXFORD. 

July  I.  17U. 
Mv  Lord, — When  I  was  wi^  you  I  have  said  more 
than  onre  that  I  would  never  allow  quality  or  station 
nude  any  real  difference  between  men.  Being  now 
abifDt  and  forgotten,  *  I  have  changed  my  mind :  you 
hare  a  thousand  people  who  can  pretend  they  love  you 
with  u  moch  appearance  of  sincerity  as  I ;  so  that,  ac- 
rording  to-common  justice,  I  can  have  but  a  thousandth 
put  in  return  of  what  I  give.  And  this  difference  is 
wholly  owing  to  your  station.  And  the  misfortune  is 
<tiU  the  greater,  because  I  always  loved  you  just  so 
much  the  worse  for  your  station;  for  in  your  public 
(Opacity  you  have  often  angered  me  to  the  heart,  but, 
u  a  private  man,  never  once.  So  that,  if  I  only  look 
toward  myself,  I  could  wish  you  a  private  man  to- 
mxnm ;  for  I  have  nothing  to  ask ;  at  least  nothing  that 
jou  will  give,  which  is  the  same  thing :  and  then  vou 
wonld  see  whether  I  should  not  with  much  more  wilhng- 
oen  attend  you  in  a  retirement,  whenever  you  please 
to  gire  me  leave,  tlian  ever  I  did  at  London  or  Wind- 
er. From  these  sentiments  I  will  never  write  to  you 
in  can  help  it  otherwise  than  as  to  a  private  person, 
^  allow  myself  to  have  been  obliged  to  you  in  any 
other  capacity. 

Tbe  memory  of  one  great  instance  of  your  candour 
fiiU  JTudce  I  will  carry  to  my  grave ;  that,  having  been 
in  a  manner  domestic  with  you  for  almost  four  years, 
if  was  never  in  the  power  of  any  public  or  concealed 
'nemy  to  make  you  think  ill  of  me,  though  malice 
uwi  envy  were  often  employed  to  that  end.  If  I  live, 
fiosterity  shall  know  that  and  more;  which,  though 
y«>a,  and  somebody  that  shall  be  nameless,  seem  to 
valueless  than  I  could  wish,  ii  all  the  return  1  can 
nuke  you.  Will  you  give  me  leave  to  say  how  I  would 
<inire  to  stand  in  your  memory  ?  As  one  who  was 
^dy  sensible  of  the  honour  you  did  him,  though  he 
«<u  too  proud  to  be  vain  upon  it ;  as  one  who  was 
i^itber  assumiug,  officious,  nor  teasing;  who  never 
wilfully  misrepresented  persons  or  facts  to  you,  nor 
cotMulted  his  passions  when  he  gave  a  character ;  and 
^ly,  as  one  whose  indiscretions  proceeded  altogether 
from  a  weak  bead,  and  not  an  ill  heart.  1  will  add 
<w  thing  more,  which  is  the  highest  compliment  I  can 
ouke.  that  I  never  was  afraid  of  offending  you,  nor  am 
^)w  in  any  pain  for  the  manner  I  write  to  you  in.  I 
ItAre  aiid  enough  ;  and,  like  one  at  your  levee,  having 
>nade  my  bow,  I  shrink  back  into  the  crowd.    I  am,  &c. 

Jonathan  Swift. 


FROM  MR.  BARBER. 

London,  Jnly  6,  1714. 
Ho^oriKD  Sib, — I  had  yours  of  the  3rd  instant,  and 
^n  beartily  glad  of  your  being  in  health,  which  I  liope 
uill  continue.     Ftay  draw  what  bills  you  please;  I 
*'H  pay  them  on  demand. 

I  will  take  care  of  Mrs.  Holt's  affair.     I  wish  you 
vt'uld  write  to  her.     I  had  a  visit  from  Mrs.  Brackley 
t^<Uy ;  she  gives  her  humble  service,  and  desired  my 
The  dean  was  now  retired  to  Letcombe. 


assistance  with  general  Hill.  I  told  her  it  was  best  to 
stay  till  there  was  a  matter ;  *  and  I  did  not  doubt 
but  something  would  be  done. 

I  fortunately  met  lord  Bolingbroke  yesterday,  the 
minute  I  had  your  letter.  I  attacked  him  for  some 
wine,  and  he  immediately  ordered  you  two  doien  of  red 
French  wine  and  one  dozen  of  strong  Aaziana  whita 
wine.  The  hamper  will  be  sent  to-morrow  by  Robert 
Stone,  the  Wantage  carrier,  and  will  be  thereon  Friday. 
I  am  afraid  it  will  cost  you  5«.  to  George,  my  lord*a 
butler ;  but  I  would  do  nothing  without  order.  My 
lord  bid  me  tell  you  this  morning  that  he  will  write  to 
you,  and  let  yon  know  that,  as  great  a  philosopher  as 
you  are,  you  have  had  the  pip ;  that  the  public  affain 
are  carried  on  with  the  same  seal  and  quick  despatch 
as  when  you  were  here ;  nay,  that  tliey  are  improved  in 
several  particulars ;  that  tlM  same  good  undentanding 
continues ;  that  he  hopes  the  world  will  be  tbe  better  for 
your  retirement;  that  your  inimitobk  pen  was  never 
more  wanted  than  now ;  and  more,  which  I  cannot 
remember.  I  believe  he  expects  you  should  write  to 
him.  He  spoke  many  affectionate  and  handsome  things 
in  your  fitvour.  I  told  him  your  story  of  the  spaniel, 
which  made  him  laugh  heartily. 

FROM  MR.  BARBER  TO  MR.  FORD> 

Lambeth-hill.  July  6. 1TT4. 
Sib, — I  thankfully  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a  packet* 
sent  last  Sunday.  I  have  shown  it  only  to  one  person,^ 
who  is  charmed  with  it,  and  will  make  some  alterations 
and  additions  to  it,  with  your  leave.  You  will  the 
easier  give  leave  when  I  tell  you  that  it  is  one  of  the 
best  pens  in  England.  Pray  favour  me  with  a  line. 
I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant,    John  Baxbeb. 

FROM  MR.  THOMAa 

July  «.  1714. 
Reverend  Sir, — I  should  not  have  presumed  to  break 
in  upon  your  retirement,  nor  so  much  as  inquire  for 
your  address,  had  not  the  enclosed  given  me  a  fair 
occasion  to  ask  after  your  health.  I  need  not  add 
anything  to  what  the  papers  will  inform  you  touching 
that  affair.  The  person  mentioned  in  the  baron^s  letter 
has  not  yet  called  upon  me.  When  you  have  indorsed 
the  letter  of  attorney,  please  to  return  that  and  the 
baron's  letter,  that  I  may  punctually  follow  his  direc- 
tions.  I  dare  not  mention  anything  of  politics  to  one 
that  has  purposely  withdrawn  himself  from  the  din  of 
it.  I  shall  only  tell  you  that  your  friends  applaud 
your  conduct  with  relation  to  your  own  ease ;  but  they 
think  it  hard  you  should  abdicate  at  a  juncture  your 
friendship  seems  to  be  of  most  use  to  them.  I  am  sure 
some  of  mem  want  your  advice  as  well  as  assistance. 
You  will  forgive  this  digression  from  business,  when  J 
tell  you  I  shall  not  repeat  this  trouble,  not  having  so 
much  as  kept  a  copv  of  your  direction.  You  may 
direct  your  commands  to  me,  under  cover,  to  our 
common  friends.  I  hope  you  believe  me  too  sensible 
of  obligations  to  need  formal  assurances  of  the  sincere 
respect  wherewith  I  am,  reverend  sir,  your  most  obe- 
dient  and  most  humble  servant,       William  Tuomas. 


PROM  ERASMUS  LEWIS,  E5H).« 

Whitehall.  July  «.  1714. 
Sir, — You  give  me  such  good  reasons  for  your  desire 
of  knowing  what  becomes  of  our  grand  affair,  that,  to 

*  x.e  A  new  premi<*r ;  Oxford's  dimiMion  w.-w  daily  pxi)ectod. 

Ii  'Wwu  letter  was  diK^isMlly  dinvtod  "  To  Simiiet  Bridt;(i«, 
esQ..  al  «it.  Dunslan'i  Coflcchoaac.  Fle^t- street  :'*  and  it  tliiii 
indonvd  by  Uie  di»ui :  "  John  Uart)er's  letter  about  the 
pamphlet." 

c  "  Free  Thon|cbl«  on  tlie  present  State  of  Affairs.** 

«t  This  was  lord  BoUni;l)roke. 

c  Indorsed,  "  Lord-trcasuri>c  Oxford  begins  to  decline  at 
court." 


608 


EPISTOLARY  CORRESPONDExNCE. 


oblige  you,  and  perhaps  togive  myself  vent,  I  will  tell 
you  what  I  think  on  it.  The  two  ladies'^  seem  to  have 
determined  the  fall  of  the  dragon  [lord-treasurer 
Oxfopl],  and  to  entertain  a  chimerical  notion  tliat  there 
shall  be  no  monsieur  U  premier,  but  that  all  power  shall 
reside  in  one,  and  profit  in  the  other.  The  man  of 
Merciury  [lord  Bolingbroke]  soothes  them  in  this 
notion  with  great  dexterity  and  reason,  for  he  will  be 
monsieur  le  premier  then  of  course,  by  virtue  of  tlie 
little  seal.  His  character  is  too  bad  to  carry  the  great 
ensigns;  therefore  betakes  another  method,  and  I  think 
it  very  artful,  viz.  to  continue  his  present  station,  to 
which  the  power  may  altogether  be  as  properly  attached 
as  to  the  wand.  In  this  brangle  I  am  no  otherwise 
concerned  than  that  I  must  lose  part  of  the  pleasure  I 
had  in  the  conversation  of  my  friends.  And  that  I  am 
really  apprehensive  tlie  two  ladies  may  suffer  by  the 
undertaking ;  for  the  man  of  Mercury *s  bottom  is  too 
narrow,  his  faults  of  the  first  magnitude;  and  we 
cannot  find  that  there  is  any  scheme  in  the  world  how 
to  proceed.  Mercurial  is  [lord  Bolingbroke]  complains 
that  the  dragon  has  used  him  barbarously ;  that  he  is 
in  with  the  democraticals,  and  never  conferred  a  single 
obligation  upon  him  since  he  had  the  wand.  Le  temps 
nous  eclaircira. 

I  propose  to  move  on  the  2od  of  August  to  Bath, 
and  to  stay  there,  or  go  from  thence^  according  as  our 
chaos  settles  here.  1  believe  1  shall  not  go  to  Aber* 
cothy,  otherwise  I  would  attend  you.  Shall  not  we 
meet  at  Bath  ?  Before  I  began  this  paragraph  I  should 
have  added  something  to  the  former,  which  is,  that  the 
dragon  is  accused  of  biving  betrayed  his  friends  yester- 
day upon  the  matter  of  the  three  explanatory  articles 
of  the  Spanish  treaty  of  commerce,  which  he  allowed 
not  to  be  beneficial,  and  that  the  queen  might  better 
press  for  their  being  changed  if  it  was  the  sense  of  the 
house  they  ought  to  be  so.  The  address  tlien  passed 
without  a  negative. 

I  thank  you  for  the  account  you  give  me  of  the  farm 
in  Buckinghamshire.  I  could  like  the  thing  and  the 
price  too  very  well ;  but  when  it  comes  to  a  point,  I 
own  my  weakness  to  you.  I  can't  work  myself  up  to 
'a  resolution  while  I  have  any  hope  of  the  200/.  a-year 
I  told  you  of  in  my  own  parish ;  it  lies  now  at  sale ;  if 
I  miss,  I  would  catch  greedily  at  the  other. 

When  I  am  at  the  Bath  I  will  set  down  the  hints 
you  desire. 

FROM  CHARLES  FORD,  ESQ. 

London,  July  6,  17U> 
If  Barber  be  not  a  very  great  blockhead,  I  shall  soon 
send  you  a  letter  in  print  in  answer  to  your  last :  I 
hope  it  may  be  next  post,  for  he  had  it  on  Sunday.  I 
took  care  to  blot  the  ee's  out  of  onefy,  and  the  as  out  of 
schaeme,  which  I  suppose  is  the  meaning  of  your  ques- 
tion whether  I  corrected  itf  I  do  not  know  any  other 
alteration  it  wanted ;  and  I  made  none  except  in  one 
paragraph,  that  I  changed  the  present  to  the  past  tense 
lour  times,  and  I  am  not  sure  I  did  right  in  it  neither. 
There  is  so  great  a  tenderness  and  regard  shown  all 
along  to  the ^,c  that  I  could  have  wished  this  ex- 
pression had  been  out  p<  the  uncertain,  timorous  nature 
of  the '**J .  But  there  was  no  striking  it  out  with- 
out Quite  spoiling  the  beauty  of  the  passage  :  and,  as 
if  I  had  been  the  author  myself,  I  preferred  beauty  to 
discretion.  I  really  think  it  is  at  least  equal  to  any- 
thing you  have  writ ;  and  I  dare  say  it  wul  do  great 
service  as  matters  stand  at  present. 

The  colonel  [lord  Oxford]  and  his  friends  give  the 
game  for  lost  on  their  side ;  and  I  believe  by  next  week 

»  Lady  Mashoin  and  dnchiMS  of  Somcrsot. 
^  ThU  letter  is  indonod.  "  AttMn  ^  worio.*' 
^^  These  blanks  are  thus  is  the  original.    Query,  ihottld  the 
word  be  qten  f 


we  shall  see  lord  Bolingbroke  at  the  bead  of  affiin. 
The  bishop  of  Rochester  is  to  be  lord  privy  seal,  l^er 
talk  of  several  other  alterations,  as  that  my  lord  Tiv  t*  r 
is  to  be  president  of  the  council ;  lord  Ahin^  it^ 
chamberlain;  lord  Anglesey,  lord-lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land ;  that  Mr.  Bromley*  is  to  go  out,  and  a  great  many 
more  in  lesser  employments.  I  fancy  these  reporta  axt 
spread  to  draw  in  as  many  as  they  can  to  oppose  :V 
new  scheme.  I  can  hardly  think  anybody  will  U 
turned  out  of  the  cabinet  except  the  treasum  and  (Ik* 
wivy-sod  [lord  Dartmouth].  Perhaps  my  )<^ 
Poulett  [lord-steward]  may  lay  down.  Certainly  tlr 
secretary  may  continue  in  if  he  plaases,  arid  I  d»  imK 
hear  that  he  is  di5}X)6ed  to  resign,  or  that  he  is  n 
attached  to  anv  minister  as  to  enter  into  their  ran.t. 
meiits.  What  has  John  of  Buck^  done  ?  and  yet  i.-w 
report  is  very  strong  that  be  is  to  be  succeeded  by  taj 
lord  Trevor,  c  The  duke  of  Shrewsbury  wws  cue  imt  ^-i 
eight  or  nine  lords  that  stood  by  my  lord  BolingUi4t- 
yesterday  in  the  debate  about  the  Spanish  treaty,  aihl 
spoke  with  a  good  deal  of  spirit.  Is  it  likely  be  b  ti 
be  turned  out  of  all  f  The  lords  have  made  a  reiw- 
sentation  to  tlie  queen,  in  which  they  desire  her  to  sur- 
mount the  insurmountable  difficulties  the  Spanish  tr^ 
lies  under  by  the  last  treaty.  It  is  thought  there  was 
a  majority  in  the  house  to  have  prevented  such  a  rdkt- 
tion  upon  the  treaty  if  they  had  come  to  a  divistuL 
The  clamour  of  the  merchants,  Whig  and  Tchj,  ha* 
been  too  great  to  have  passed  a  vote  in  vindicatitiD  o< 
it  as  it  stands  ratified.  But  my  lord  Anglesey  and  toi 
squadron  seemed  willing  to  oppose  any  ceoaare  of  .' : 
and  yet  this  reraesentation  was  suflfered  to  paas^  i»bi«iT 
knows  how.  To-day  they  are  to  take  into  cousidcr- 
ation  the  queen's  answer  to  tlieir  address,  desiring  to 
know  who  advised  her  to  ratify  the  explanation  of  tbe 
three  articles.  She  sent  them  word  she  thought  ihrrr 
was  little  difference  between  that  and  what  was  sigra^l 
at  Utrecht  When  they  rise  I  wiU  tell  you  what  tbcy 
have  done.  The  last  money-bill  was  scut  up  yesr<^ 
day ;  so  that  in  all  probability  the  parliament  will  he 
up  in  two  or  three  days,  and  then  we  shall  be  enif> 
tamed  with  court  affairs.  I  hope  you  got  naiiip  Lui 
post,  and  one  a  fortnight  i^.  Will  the  change  of  ih^ 
ministry  aflect  Elwood  9  He  is  in  pain  about  it.  I 
am  told  the  people  of  Ireland  are  making  a  stnig 
opposition  against  the  present  ]irovo8t. 

The  consideration  of  the  qneen*8  answer  is  defciTnl 
till  to-morrow.  I  am  now  with  lord  Guildford  a:»l 
three  other  commissioners  of  trade,  who  were  examined 
to-day  at  the  house  of  lords.  Tliey  are  prodigiou^lj 
pleased  with  what  has  been  done.  But  I  do  ujc 
understand  it  well  enough  to  give  you  an  account  of  h. 
For  the  rapture  they  are  in  hinders'  them  from  expt*.'!*!- 
iiig  themselves  clearly.  I  can  only  gather  from  ti*rtr 
manner  of  discourse  that  they  are  come  off  vitboui 
censure.  

FROM  aiARLES  FORD,  ESQ. 

Loudon,  Friday.  July  10.  )Tli. 
Sir, — ^What  answer  shall  I  send  9  1  am  again*t  ^x 
alteration ;  but  additions,  I  think,  ought  by  no  wxm:^ 
to  be  allowed.  I  wish  I  had  called  sooner  at  S;. 
Dunstan's ;  but  I  did  not  expect  it  would  have  cna* 
out  till  Thursday,  and  therefore  did  not  go  thnv  tnl 
yesterday.  Pray  let  me  know  what  you  would  Katk 
done.  Barlier  was  a  blockhead  to  show  it  at  all ;  K.t 
who  can  help  that?  Write  an  answer  either  for  y^^^r- 
self  or  me;  but  I  beg  of  you  to  make  no  coodnr^i- 
sions. 

Vesterday  put  an  end  to  the  session  and  to  voor 
pain.     We  gained  a  glorious  victory  at  the  house  <i 


*  Secretary  for  the  northern  proTii 

b  •lohii  Sheffield,  duke  of  BuekingluuiislUfv. 

^  Lord  cliiefj<utlce  ot  the  rwasBM 
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lonU  the  ilaj  liefore:  the  attack  was  made  imme- 
diately against  Arthur  Moor,>  who  appeared  at  the  bar, 
with  the  other  commiuioners  of  trade.  The  South  Sea 
Curapanj  had  prepared  the  way  for  a  censure  by 
votiug  him  guilty  of  a  breach  of  trust,  and  incapable 
uf  lerving  them  in  any  office  for  the  future.  This 
pitscd  witliout  hearing  what  he  had  to  say  in  his 
defence,  and  had  the  usual  fate  of  such  uiu'easonable 
rtrdcctions.  Those  who  proposed  the  resolutions  were 
blamed  for  their  violence:  and  the  person  accused, 
appearing  to  be  less  guilty  than  they  made  him,  was 
thi'ught  to  be  more  innocent  than  I  doubt  he  is.  The 
\S  higs  proposed  two  questions  iu  the  house  of  lords 
araitist  him,  and  lost  both,  one  by  twelve,  and  the 
otiMT,  I  thiiik,  by  eighteen  votes. 

Court  affairs  go  on  as  tliey  did.  The  cry  is  still  on 
tiie  captain's  side.^  Is  not  he  the  person  Barber  means 
by  oiie  of  the  best  pens  in  England  f  It  is  only  my 
own  conjecture,  but  1  can  think  of  nobody  else.  Have 
you  tlie  queen's  ^)eech,  the  lords*  address,  &c.,  or  shall 
J  sen  J  them  to  you?  and  do  you  want  a  comment? 
Have  Pope  and  Pamell  been  to  visit  you,  as  tliey 
iiil4rnded  ? 

1  Imd  a  letter  yesterday  from  Gav,  who  is  at  tlie 
Hai^e,  and  presents  his  humble  service  to  you.  He 
lus  writ  to  Mr.  Lewis  too,  but  bis  respect  makes  him 
keep  greater  distance  with  him;  and  1  think  mine  is 
tlie  pleasanter  letter,  which  I  am  sorry  for. 

We  wecc  alarmed  by  B.  [John  Barber]  two  days 
ago :  he  sent  Tooke  word  our  friend  was  ill  in  the 
rtFtnitrr,  whicli  we  did  not  know  how  to  interpret  till 
\*e  explained  it.  It  was  Mrs.  M.^  he  meant;  but  she 
is  in  no  daitger.  Pray  write  immediately,  that  there 
niay  be  no  further  delay  to  what  we  ought  to  have  had 
a  week  ago,  ««««.-_«. 

PROM  DR.  ARBUTHNOT. 
[IndoiMd,  "  AOUn  atill  wooa.'*] 

KendBglnD,  July  10,  1714. 
D^4R  Dbotheb, — I  have  talked  of  your  affairs  to 
tutiftdj  but  my  lady  Masham.  She  tells  me  **  That 
she  has  it  very  much  at  heart,  and  would  gladly  do  it 
ftfT  her  own  sake  and  that  of  her  friends ;  but  thinks  it 
not  a  fit  season  to  speak  about  if  We  are  indeed  in 
socb  a  strange  condition  as  to  politics  that  nobodv 
raii  tell  now  who  is  for  who.  It  were  really  worth 
jtHir  while  to  be  here  for  four-and-twenty  hours  only, 
to  consider  the  oddness  of  the  scene;  I  am  sure  it 
would  make  you  relish  your  country-life  the  better. 

The  dragon  holds  fast  with  a  dead  gripe  the  little 
machine  fhis  treasurer's  staff].  If  he  would  have 
taken  but  naif  so  much  pains  to  have  done  other  things 
as  be  haa  of  late  to  exert  himself  against  the  esquire, 
he  might  have  been  a  dragon  instead  of  a  Doffon.  I 
would  DO  more  have  sofTered  and  done  what  he  has, 
f  hau  I  would  have  sold  myself  to  the  gallejrs.  Htec 
iMt*r  mm.  However,  they  have  now  got  rid  of  the 
]uri  lament,  and  may  have  time  to  think  of  a  scheme : 
iierfaAps  they  may  have  one  already.  I  know  nothing, 
I  Mil  it  is  fit  to  rally  the  broken  forces  under  some  head 
«ir  another.  They  really  did  very  well  the  last  day 
but  one  in  the  house  of  lords ;  but  yesterday  they  were 
H»  a  flame  about  the  queen's  answer,  till  the  queen 
c  ame  in  and  put  an  end  to  it. 

The  dragon  showed  me  your  letter,  and  seemed 
mijsfhtily  pleased  with  it  He  has  paid  10/.  for  a 
inannscript,  of  which  I  believe  there  are  several  hi 
town.  Itisa  history  of  the  last  invasion  of  Scotland, 
wruCe  just  as  plain,  Uiough  not  so  well,  ai  another  his- 

»  ihm  of  ih«  eommlsMonen  of  trade  mid  plantations. 

t»  Lord  BuUaghroktfi  alludiug  Ui  his  dilTereuco  with  lord 
OvCanL 

*•  Mrfc  Manley,  thr  writer  of  the  "  AtabntU,"  who  at  this 
Ume  iiwd  with  Mr.  Uarbcr. 


tory  which  you  and  I  know,*  with  chaneters  of  all  the 
men  now  living,  the  very  names,  and  invitation  that 
was  sent  to  the  pretender.  This  by  a  flaming  Jacobite, 
that  wonders  all  the  world  are  not  so.  Perhaps  it  may 
be  a  Whig  that  personates  a  Jacobite.  I  saw  two 
sheets  of  the  beginning,  which  was  treason  every  line. 
If  it  goes  on  at  the  same  rate  of  plain  dealing,  it  is  a 
very  extraordinary  piece,  and  worth  your  while  to 
come  up  to  see  it  only.  Mr.  Lockhart,  they  say,  owns 
it.  It  IS  no  more  his  than  it  is  mine.  Do  not  be  so 
dogged ;  but  after  the  first  shower  come  up  to  town 
fur  a  week  or  so.  It  is  worth  your  while.  Your 
iViends  will  be  glad  to  see  you,  and  none  more  than 
myself.     Adieu. 

FROM  LORD  B0LINOBR0KB.b 

July  13. 1714. 
I  NEVER  laughed,  my  dear  dean,  at  your  leaving  the 
town :  on  the  contrary,  I  thought  the  resolution  of 
doing  so,  at  the  time  when  you  took  it,  a  very  wise 
one.  But  I  confess  I  laughed,  and  very  heartily  too, 
when  I  heard  that  you  afiected  to  find,  within  the 
village  of  Letcomlie,  all  your  heart  desired.  In  a 
word,  I  judged  of  you,  just  as  you  tell  me  in  your 
letter  that  I  should  judge.  If  my  grooms  did  not  live 
a  happier  life  than  I  have  done  this  great  while,  I  am 
sure  they  would  quit  my  service.  Be  pleased  to 
apply  this  reflection.  Indeed  I  wish  I  had  been  with 
you,  with  Pope  and  Pamell,^  quilnu  neque  animi 
candidioru.  In  a  little  time,  perhaps,  I  may  have 
leisure  to  be  happy.  I  continue  in  the  same  opinions 
and  resolutions  as  you  left  me  in ;  I  will  stand  or  fall 
b^  them.  Adieu.  No  alteration  in  my  fortune  or 
circumstances  can  alter  that  sincere  friemlihip  with 
which  I  am,  dear  dean,  yours. 

I  fancy  you  will  have  a  visit  from  that  great  politician 
and  casuist,  the  duke.  He  is  at  Oxford  with  Mr. 
Clarke.««  

FROM  CHARLES  FORD.  ESQ. 

London.  Jnlv  15, 1714. 
You  see  I  was  in  the  right;  but  I  could  wish  the 
booby  [Barber]  had  not  convinced  me  by  naming  my 
lonl  Rolingbroke,  an<l  tlien  I  should  have  dealt  well 
enough  witli  him.  Since  it  has  happened  so,  the  best 
remedy  I  could  think  of  was  to  write  him  a  very  civil 
answer ;  in  which,  however,  I  have  desired  to  see  the 
alterations:  this  is  mentioned  with  great  respect  io 
my  lord.  Though  he  is  promised  to  have  it  again  to- 
morrow, it  is  probable  he  may  be  disappointed,  and 
there  may  be  time  enough  for  me  to  receive  your 
directions  what  I  shall  do  when  I  get  it  into  my  hands. 
If  the  alterations  are  material,  shall  I  send  it  to  some 
other  printer  as  it  vras  first  written  f  Reflect  u{M>n 
everytliing  you  think  likely  to  happen,  and  tell  me 
beforehand  what  is  proper  to  be  done,  that  no  more 
time  may  be  lost.  I  hate  the  dog  for  making  his 
court  in  such  a  manner. 

I  am  very  sorry  you  hare  had  occasion  to  remove 
your  premier  minister.  We  are  told  now  we  ahall 
have  no  change  in  ours,  and  that  the  duke  of  Shrews- 
bury will  perfectly  reconcile  all  matters.  I  am  snre 
you  will  not  believe  this  any  more  than  I  do;  but  the 
dragon  feorl  of  Oxford]  has  been  mor«  cheerful  than 
usual  (or  three  or  four  days;  and  therefore  people 
conclude  the  breaches  are  healed.  I  rattier  incluie  to 
the  opinion  of  those  who  say  he  is  to  be  made  a  duke 
and  to  have  a  pension.  Another  reason  given  why 
there  is  to  be  no  change  is,  because  the  parliament  was 
not  adjourned  to  issue  new  writs  in  the  room  of  those 

•  HiKtory  of  the  Four  Liut  Yeors. 

^  IntlcrwHl,  "  Lord  Itulinglvciko,  on  my  retiring.* 

»  Who  luul  iKitli  %  i«it»-d  S«  i(t  in  hi*  rctirpiaent  at  Lctcomlie. 

•1  Gvorife  Clarke,  doctor  of  laws.  feUuw  of  All  Sotil*. 
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who  were  to  come  in  upon  the  new  tcfaeme,  that  they 
might  sit  in  the  house  at  the  next  meeting.  But  I 
cannot  see  why  an  adjournment  may  not  do  as  well  at 
the  beginning  as  at  the  end  of  a  session ;  and  certainly 
it  will  displease  less  in  January  or  February  than  it 
would  have  done  in  July.  The  Whigs  giye  out  the 
duke  of  Marlborough  is  coming  over,  and  his  house  ia 
now  actually  fitting  up  at  St.  James's.  We  have  had 
more  variety  of  lies  of  late  than  ever  I  remember.  The 
history  we  were  formerly  talking  of  would  swell  to  a 
orodigious  site  if  it  was  carried  on.  There  was  a  fire 
fast  night  on  Tower-hill  that  burnt  down  forty  or  fifty 
houses.  You  say  nothing  of  coming  to  town.  I  hope 
you  do  not  mean  to  steal  away  to  Ireland  without 
seeing  us. 

FROM  CUABLES  FORD.  ESQ. 

London.  July  17. 1714. 
A  SECOND  to-morrow  is  almost  past,  and  nothing  has 
been  yet  left  at  St  Dunstan  s.  Barber  will  lose  by  his 
prodigious  cunning ;  but  that  is  nothing  to  the  punish- 
ment he  deserves.  Had  it  been  only  his  fear,  he  would 
have  chosen  somebody  else  to  consult  with ;  but  the 
rogue  found  it  was  well  written,  and  saw  the  passages 
that  galled.  I  am  heartily  vexed  at  the  other  person 
[lord  Boliugbroke],  from  whom  one  might  have  ex- 
pected a  more  honourable  proceeding.  There  is  some- 
thing very  mean  in  his  desiring  to  make  alterations, 
when  I  am  sure  he  has  no  reason  to  complain,  and  is  at 
least  as  fairly  dealt  with  as  his  competitor  [lord 
Oxford].  Besides,  a  great  part  of  it  is  as  much  for  his 
service  as  if  he  had  given  directions  himself  to  have  it 
done.  Wliat  relates  to  the  preten(kr  is  of  llie  utmost 
use  to  him ;  and  therefore  I  am  as  much  surprised  at 
his  delay  as  at  his  ungenerous  manner  of  treating  an 
unknown  author  to  whom  he  is  so  much  obliged.  But 
perhaijB  I  may  wrong  him,  and  he  would  not  desire  to 
turn  the  whole  to  his  own  advantage.  If  it  had  come 
to  me  yesterday  or  to-<lay  I  was  resolved  to  have  sent 
it  to  some  other  printer  without  any  amendment ;  but 
now  I  shall  wait  till  I  have  your  directions.  I  wish 
you  had  employed  somebody  else  at  first ;  but  what 
signifies  wishing  now  I    After  what  Barber  writ  in  his 

last,  I  can  hardly  think  he  will  be  such  a as  not 

to  let  me  have  it ;  and  in  my  answer  I  have  given  him 
all  manner  of  encouragement  to  do  it.  He  has  as 
much  assurance  as  he  can  well  desire  that  the  altera- 
tions shall  be  complied  with,  and  a  positive  promise 
that  it  shall  be  returned  to  him  the  same  day  he  leaves 
it  at  St.  Dunstan  8. 

I  cannot  imagine  why  we  have  no  mischief  yet. 
Sure  we  are  not  to  be  disappointed  at  last,  after  the 
bustle  that  has  been  made.  It  is  impossible  they*  can 
ever  agree,  and  I  want  something  to  make  my  letters 
still  entertaining.  I  doubt  you  will  hardly  thank  me 
for  them  now  the  parliament  is  up ;  but  as  soon  as 
anything  happens  you  shall  know  it. 

The  queen  has  not  yet  appointed  tlie  time  for  re- 
moving to  Windsor.  My  lord  chief-baron  Ward  is 
dead,  and  we  have  already  named  seven  successors, 
among  whom  is  our  lord-chancellor  Phipps.  Frank 
Amiesley  was  to  have  had  his  place  under  my  lord 
Anglesey,  so  that  it  is  well  for  hmi  we  have  provided 
him  with  another  for  life. 


FROM  ERASMUS  LEWIS,  ESQ. 

Julv  17,  1714. 
t  AM  sorry  to  find,  by  those  that  have  fresner  advices 
from  you  tlian  yours  of  the  11th  to  me,  that  Parvisolsb 

■  Lords  Oxfonl  and  BoUn^brokc 

b  Dr.  SwiA'i  aeout  in  Ireland.  The  Dean't  obaerrations  on 
the  nanit**  marked  A,  B,  C,  are  thni  written  on  the  blank  part 
of  the  oricinal  letter  :— 

[  A  ]  **  Mn.  Ma»ham.  who  was  the  qnoen's  favonrlte,  fell  out 
in  a  tag't  ivproaching  lord  Oxford  \ery  ii^iirioutly." . 


conduct  puts  you  under  a  necessity  of  changing  the  ad- 
ministration ;  for  it  will  probably  draw  you  to  Irebod 
whether  you  will  or  not  However,  I  hope  to  we  yon 
at  Bath  three  weeks  hence,  whatever  happens.  I  ineet 
with  no  man  or  woman  who  pretend*  upon  any  probable 
grounds  to  judge  who  will  carry  the  grest  point.  Oar 
^bmale  friend  [A]  told  the  dragon  [BJ  in  ber  own 
house,  last  Thursday  morning,  thew  words :  '*  Voa 
never  did  the  queen  any  serrioe,  nor  are  you  eapabie 
of  doing  her  any."  He  made  no  reply,  but  supped 
with  her  and  Mereurialis  [C]  that  night,  uX  her  own 
house.  Hii  revenge  is  not  the  leM  meditadfced  for  &aL 
He  tells  the  words  clearly  and  distinctly  to  all  mankrud. 
Those  who  range  under  his  banner  call  her  ten  tiioii' 
sand  bitches  and  kitchen-wenches.  Those  who  bate 
him  do  the  same.  And,  from  my  heart,  I  griere  thai 
she  should  give  such  a  loose  to  bier  passion  ;  for  she  ii 
susceptible  of  true  friendship,  and  has  many  social  and 
domestic  virtues.  The  great  attorney,*  who  made  you 
the  sham  offer  of  the  Yorkshire  living,  had  a  long  cod- 
ference  with  the  dragon  on  Thursday,  kissed  him  at 
parting,  and  cursed  him  at  night.  He  went  to  fbr 
country  yesterday;  firom  whence  some  conjectnre 
nothing  considerable  will  be  done  soon.  Lord  Harlejb 
and  lady  Harriote  went  this  morning  to  Oxford.  He 
has  finidied  all  matters  with  lord  P^lbomd  as  far  ^ 
can  be  done  without  an  act  of  parliament.  The  cois- 
position  was  signed  by  the  auditor,  and  Naylor,  bn>- 
ther-in-law  to  Pelham.  This  day  se*cnnigfat  lord 
Harley  is  to  have  the  whole  Cavendish  estate,  which  i« 
valued  at  10,000/.  per  annum,  and  has  upon  it  40.000t 
worth  of  timber.  But  3000/.  out  of  this  lO.OOOZ.  a- 
year  he  had  by  the  wiU.  He  remits  to  lord  Felhazn 
the  20,000/.  charged  for  lady  Harriotts  Ibttone  on  tb^ 
Holies  estate ;  and  gives  him  some  patches  of  land 
that  lie  convenient  to  him,  to  the  value  of  about  90.000^ 
more.  According  to  my  computation,  lord  Harlcr 
gets  by  the  agreement  (if  the  timber  is  worth  40,000/.'^ 
140,000/.;  and,  when  the  jointures  fall  in  to  him. 
will  have  16,000/.  a-year.  But  the  cant  is,  26,0006 
Lord  Pelham  will  really  have  36,000/.  a-year  from  fbe 
Newcastle  famQy,  which,  with  his  paternal  estate,  wiB 
be  twice  as  much  hs  lord  Harley*s.  The  estate  of  the 
latter  is  judged  to  be  in  the  best  condition ;  and  some 
vainglorious  friends  of  ours  say  it  is  worth  moie  thsn 
the  other's ;  but  let  that  poss.    Adieu. 

FROM  LORD  HARLEY. 

July  17,  1714. 
Bbotuer  SwiPT,e — ^Your  sister' has  at  last  got  rid  of  ttfr 
lawyers.     We  are  just  setting  out  for  Oxford,  w^at 
we  hope  to  see  you.    1  am  your  afleetjonate  brother. 

Hakict. 


FROM  DR.  ARBUTHNOT. 

London.  July  17.  ITH. 
Dbar  Brother, — I  thought  it  necessary  to  ineak  t^i 
lady  Masham  about  that  affair,  because  I  beJiere  it 
will  be  necessary  to  give  her  majesty  the  same  duCi<«i 
of  it  which  the  memorial  does,f  and  not  that  yoo  a^r 
asking*  a  little  scandalous  salary  for  a  sinecure. '  I^vU 
despairs  of  it,  and  thinks  it  quite  over  since  a  cvruiu 
affair.  I  will  not  think  so.  I  gave  your  letter,  «i6 
the  enclosed  memorial,  cavaKh^menty  to  lord  Bolir^* 

C  B  J  **  The  dragon,  lord-tmsarer  Ozfoid.  ao  oilkd  hf  tW 
Dean  by  oontrariea ;  for  he  was  the  mildnt.  wiMst,  and  lact 
minister  that  ever  served  a  prince.** 

[  C  ]  "  Lord  Bolingbroke.  called  ao  by  Mr.  Lewia." 

*  Perhaps  tord-tduuDoeUor  Haxeoatt 

^  G<1ward..aon  to  the  lord-treasurer  Oxibrd. 

c  WifeofloidHarlev. 

d  Afterwards  duke  of  Newcnslle. 

e  As  one  of  the  Club  of  Brothers,  so  oflea  mcntioiMl. 

f  Iduly  II.  Ilarley.  wife  of  lord  llarlcy. 

B  Swift's  memorial  to  the  queen,  humbly  dcairiu;  her  i» 
jetty  to  appoint  him  hiftoriogmpher. 
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broke.  He  read  it,  and  teemed  concerned  at  tome 
part  of  it,  exprening  himself  thus :  **^  That  it  would 
Iw  amoog  the  eternal  scandals  of  the  government  to 
lufler  a  man  of  your  character,  that  had  so  well  de> 
fer¥«di  ot  them,  to  haye  the  least  uneasy  thought  about 
lW  malten/*  As  to  the  fifty  pounds,  he  was  ready 
t )  )iay  it ;  and,  if  he  had  had  it  ahout  him,  would 
kre  given  it  me.  The  dragon  was  all  the  while  walk- 
'm%  with  the  duke  of  Shrewsbury.  So  my  lord 
Buliugbroke  told  me,  ^  I  would  immediately  stir  in  this 
matter,  bat  I  know  not  how  I  stand  with  some  folks  C* 
for  tiie  duke  of  Shrewsbury  has  taken  himself  to  the 
dnguu  iu  appearance.  *M.know  how  I  stand  with 
that  man,  (pointing  to  the  dragon,)  but  as  to  the  other, 
Icaiuiot  tell;  however,  I  will  claim  his  promise:" 
aud  10  he  took  the  memorial. 

Do  not  think  I  make  you  a  bare  complimmt  in 
what  I  am  going  to  say ;  for  I  can  assure  you  I  am  in 
vinicsL  I  am  in  hopes  to  have  200^!.  before  I  go  out 
of  towD,  aud  you  may  command  all  or  any  part  of  it 
TOO  plcaie,  as  long  as  you  have  occasion  for  it.  I 
now  what  you  will  say  :  "  To  see  a  scoundrel  pretend 
to  offer  to  lend  me  money."  Our  situation  at  present 
ic  in  ihort,  thus  : — they  have  romjm  tn  vmire  with  the 
dragoQ,  and  yet  do  not  know  how  to  do  without  him. 
Mj  lady  Masham  has  in  a  maimer  bid  him  defiance, 
without  any  scheme,  or  likeness  of  it,  in  any  form  or 
ihape  as  (ar  as  I  can  see.  Notwithstanding,  he  visits, 
cringes,  flattetiy  &c.,  which  is  beyond  my  compre> 
bmiioD. 

I  hare  a  very  comical  account  of  Letcombe  and 
tbe  dean  of  Sl  Patrick*s  from  Pope,  with  an  episode 
of  the  buming-glaas.  I  was  going  to  make  an  epigram 
opou  ttie  imagination  of  your  burning  your  own  history 
with  the  burning-glass.  I  wish  Pope  or  Parnell  would 
put  it  into  rhyme.  The  thought  is  mis :  Apollo  speaks, 
— **that  ftiuce  he  had  inspired  you  to  reveal  those 
thing*  which  were  hid  even  from  his  own  light,  such 
ai  the  feeble  springs  of  some  great  events ;  and  perceiv- 
iug  that  a  frction,  who  could  not  bear  their  deeds  to 
be  brought  to  light,  had  condemned  it  to  an  igno- 
ainious  flame ;  that  it  might  not  perish  so,  he  was 
nsohed  to  consume  it  with  his  own — a  celestial  one." 
AtMJ  then  you  must  conclude  with  some  simile.  Thus, 
&e.    There  are  two  or  three  that  will  fit  it 

^liiiton  has  at  last  published  his' project  of  the  lon- 
gitude ;  the  most  ridiculous  thing  that  ever  was  thought 
Wi.  But  a  pox  on  him !  he  lias  spoiled  one  of  my  pa- 
pen  of  Scriolerus,  which  was  a  proposal  for  the  longi- 
tade,  not  very  uidike  his,  to  this  purpose :  that,  since 
there  was  no  pole  for  east  and  west,  that  all  the  princes 
of  Korope  should  join  and  build  two  prodigious  poles, 
oiMn  high  mountains,  with  a  vast  lignthouse  to  serve 
^  a  pole-star.  I  was  thinking  of  a  calculation  of  the 
time,  charges,  and  dimensions.  Now  you  must  under- 
i^^nd  his  project  is  by  lighthouses,  and  explusion  of 
bombs  at  a  certain  hour. 

l^wis  invited  me  to  dinner  to-day,  and  has  disap- 
pointed me.  I  thought  to  have  said  something  more 
about  you.  I  have  nothing  more  to  add,  but,  my  dear 
tnend,  adieu. 


MEMOIUAL  TO  THB  QUEEN.    APRIL  15»  1714. 

The  change  of  ministry  about  four  yean  ago,  the  fall 
i>i  tue  duke  of  Marlborough,  and  the  proceedings  since 
in  relation  to  the  peace  and  treaties,  are  all  capable  of 
l*itig  very  maliciously  represented  to  ]jo»terity,  if  they 
<hould  tall  under  the  pen  of  some  writer  of  the  opposite 
party,  as  they  probably  may. 

rpon  these  reasons,  it  is  necessary,  for  the  honour  of 
^i*'  queen,  and  in  justice  to  her  servants,  that  some  able 
baiid  khould  be  immediately  employed  to  write  the  hi*- 
t«ry  of  hex  majesty  s  reign ;  that  the  truth  of  things  may 


be  transmitted  to  fiituie  ages,  and  bear  down  the  false- 
hood of  malicious  pens. 

The  dean  of  St.  Patrick's  is  ready  to  undertake  this 
work ;  humbly  desiring  her  m^csty  will  please  to  ap- 
point him  her  historiographer,  not  from  any  view  of  the 
profit,  (which  is  so  inconsiderable,  that  it  will  hardly 
serve  to  pay  the  expense  of  searching  offices,)  but  from 
an  earnest  desire  to  serve  his  queen  and  country ;  for 
which  that  employment  will  qualify  him,  by  an  oppor- 
tunity of  access  to  those  places  where  papers  and  records 
are  kept,  which  will  be  necessary  to  any  who  undertake 
such  an  history. 

TO  TIIE  DUKE  OF  ORMOND> 

July  17,  1714. 
My  Lord, — I  never  expected  that  a  great  man  should 
remember  me  in  absence,  because  I  knew  it  was  un. 
reasonable,  and  that  your  grace  is  too  much  troubled 
with  persons  about  you  to  think  of  those  who  are  out 
of  the  way.  But  if  Dr.  Pratt  has  done  me  right,  I  am 
mistaken ;  and  vour  grace  has  almost  declared  that 
you  expected  a  letter  from  me  ;  which  you  should 
never  have  hod  if  the  ministry  had  been  like  you :  for 
then  I  should  have  always  been  near  enough  to  have 
carried  my  own  messages.  But  I  was  heartily  weary 
of  them :  aud  your  grace  will  be  my  witness  that  I 
despaired  of  any  good  success,  from  their  manner  of 
proceeding,  some  months  before  I  left  town ;  where  I 
thought  it  became  me  to  continue  no  longer,  when  I 
could  do  no  service  either  to  myself,  my  friends,  or 
the  public.  By  the  accounts  I  have  from  particular 
friends,  I  find  the  animosity  between  the  two  great 
men  does  not  at  all  diminish ;  though  I  hear  it  is 
given  out  that  your  grace^s  successor  b  has  undertaken 
a  geneml  reconcilement.  If  it  be  true,  this  will  suc- 
ceed like  the  rest  of  his  late  undertakings. 

I  must  beg  your  grace*8  pardon  if  I  entreat  you,  for 
several  reasons,  to  see  lady  Masham  as  oAen  as  you  con- 
veniently can:  and  I  must  likewise  desire  you  to 
exert  yourself  in  the  disposal  of  the  bishoprics  in  Ire- 
land. It  is  a  scandal  to  the  crown,  and  an  injury  to 
the  church,  that  they  should  be  so  long  delayed. 
There  are  some  hot-headed  people  on  the  other  side 
the  water  who  understand  notning  of  our  court,  and 
would  confound  everything ;  always  employed  to  raise 
themselves  upon  the  ruins  of  those  characters  they  have 
blasted.  I  wish  their  intermeddling  may  not  occasion 
a  worse  choice  than  your  grace  approved  of  last  winter. 
However,  I  beg  you  will  take  care  that  no  injury  be 
done  to  Dr.  Pratt,  or  Dr.  Elwood,'  who  have  more 
merit  and  candour  than  a  hundred  of  their  detractors. 
I  am,  with  the  greatest  respect,  my  lord,  your  grace  s 
most  obedient  and  most  obliged  humble  servant, 

Jonathan  Swift. 


FROM  CHARLES  FORD,  ESQ. 

London,  Jnly  SO,  1714. 
Who  would  ever  do  anything  for  them,  when  they  are 
so  negligent  of  their  own  interest  f  The  captain  must 
see  what  use  is  would  be  to  him  to  have  it  published, 
and  yet  he  has  not  returned  it.^  You  have  another 
copy  by  you :  I  wish  you  would  send  it ;  and  if  you 
do  not  care  it  should  appear  in  your  own  hand,  I  will 
get  it  transcribed.  My  secretary  is  a  boy  of  ten  or 
eleven  years  old,  and  no  discovery  can  be  made  by 
him.     I  do  not  know  what  my  lord  Bolingbroke  may 

a  Tho  duke  of  Ormond  wu  lord-licuteiuiat  uf  Ireland  in 
1710.  He  ittooeediKl  the  duke  of  Marlborough  in  the  eom^ 
mand  of  th«  army ;  and  hi*  duchea«  was  latly  of  the  bed- 
chamber. 

b  'Hin  duke  of  Shrentbur)-. 

o  FpUowm  of  Trinity  colWe.  Dublin. 

«i  Alluding  to  the  "  Fri'r  Tinnii^hta/*  tho  manuarript  of  whidi 
was,  it  wevau,  in  the  handii  of  UjlingWokc,  or  of  Barber. 
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do,  but  I  dare  say  Barber  does  not  suspect  from  wbenoe 
it  comes.  However,  I  wonder  he  has  not  mentioned  it 
to  you. 

I  Uiought  you  had  beard  the  bistoriogn}^er^s  place 
had  been  disposed  of  this  fortnight  I  know  no  more  of 
htm  who  has  it  than  that  his  name  is  Madox  [Thomas 
MadoXy  esq.].  It  would  be  impudence  in  them  to 
send  fur  you :  but  I  hope  you  will  come.  A  reconcile- 
ment  is  impossible ;  and  I  can  guess  no  reason  why 
matters  are  delayed,  unless  it  be  to  gain  over  some 
lords  who  stick  iirm  to  tlie  dragon,  and  others  that  are 
averse  to  the  captain  [lord  Bolingbroke].  The  duke 
of  Shrewsbury  declares  against  him  in  private  conver- 
sation ;  I  suppose  because  he  is  against  every  chief 
minister,  for  it  is  known  he  has  no  kindness  for  the 
colonel  [lord  Oxford].  Lord  Anglesey  rails  at  the 
chancellor  for  some  opinion  the  attorney  and  solicitor- 
general  have  given  relating  to  Ireland.  Who  can  act, 
when  they  have  so  much  caprice  to  deal  witht 

Mr.  Lewis  says  *'  He  will  speak  to  Mr.  Bromley 
for  his  port,  and  will  engage  it  shall  be  paid  as  soon 
as  lord  Bolingbroke  has  given  his."  But  it  was  men- 
tioned before  my  lord-treasurer,  and  he  immediately 
took  the  whole  upon  himself.  If  they  lived  near  one 
another  and  a  house  between  f  hem  was  on  fire,  I  fancy 
they  would  contend  who  should  put  it  out  until  the 
whole  street  were  burned.  Mr.  Lewis  goes  into  Wales 
tlie  week  after  next.  I  shall  have  the  whole  town  to 
myself.  Now  it  is  my  own,  I  begin  not  to  viUue  it 
Pope  and  Pamell  tell  me  you  design  them  a  visit. 
When  do  you  go?  If  you  are  widi  them  in  the 
middle  of  a  week,  I  should  be  glad  to  meet  you  there. 
Let  me  know  where  you  are  to  be  in  Herefordidiire, 
and  I  will  send  you  some  claret.  It  is  no  compliment, 
for  I  am  overstocked,  and  it  will  decay  before  I  drink 
it  You  shall  have  either  old  or  new ;  I  have  too 
much  of  both. 

I  paid  the  woman  for  your  handkerchiefs ;  but  should 
not  nave  given  her  so  much  if  slie  had  not  assured  me 
you  had  agreed  with  her.  I  think  you  may  very  well 
shake  off  the  old  debt,  and  she  will  have  no  reason  to 
complain.  So  I  told  her ;  but  if  you  would  have  me^ 
I  will  pay  her. 

Pray  send  me  the  other  copy,*  or  put  me  in  a  way 
of  recovering  the  former.     I  am,  &c. 

PROM  THE  DUKE  OP  ORMOND. 
-,  _  Jttly  22.  17U. 

Sir, — I  am  very  glad  to  hear  from  you.  I  thought 
you  had  hid  yourself  from  the  world,  and  given  over 
all  thoughts  of  your  friends.  I  am  very  sorry  for  the 
reason  of  your  retirement.  I  am  a  witness  to  your 
endeavours  to  have  made  up  what  I  believe  the  great 
man  [the  duke  of  Shrewsbury]  you  mention  will 
hardly  compass.  I  am  of  your  opinion,  that  it  is 
sliameful  tliat  the  vacant  bishoiirics  are  not  disposed 
of.  I  shall  do  all  that  lies  in  my  power  to  serve  the 
gentlemen  that  I  have  already  mentioned  to  the  queen, 
and  hone  with  good  success. 

For  the  lady  you  mention  [Uuly  Masham],  I  shall 
endeavour  to  see  her  as  often  as  I  can.  She  is  one 
that  I  have  a  great  esteem  for.  I  send  you  some 
Burgundy,  which  I  hope  you  will  like.  It  is  very  good 
to  cure  the  spleen.  Believe  me,  with  great  truth,  sir, 
your  most  affectionate  friend  and  humble  servant, 

Ormond. 


be  was  sent  for  express  by  lord  Bolingbroke.  Not 
Tuesday  the  queen  goes  to  Windsor.  What  diaopi 
we  are  to  have  will  probably  appear  before  the  gua 
Dr.  Arbuthnot  dines  with  me  to-day,  and  in  the  erea- 
ing  we  go  to  Kensington. 

FROM  CHARLES  FORD,  ESQ. 

London,  Jaly  ti,  ITU. 
Pray  send  me  the  other  copy,  and  let  us  have  the 
benefit  of  it,  since  you  have  been  at  the  troubk  of 
ivriting.  Unless  [the  lord-treasurer]  be  seneJ 
against  his  will,  it  is  not  likely  to  be  done  at  all ;  bot 
I  think  you  used  to  take  a  pleasure  in  good  offices 
of  that  kind,  and  I  hope  you  would  not  let  thecaoM 
suffer ;  though  I  must  own  in  this  particulir  tlte 
person  who  has  the  management  of  it  does  not  <)^ 
serve  any  favour.  Nothing  being  left  for  me  at  ^l 
Dunstan's,  I  sent  to  Barber  for  an  answer  to  mj 
last.  He  says  it  is  not  yet  restored  to  him ;  l« 
soon  as  it  is  I  shall  have  it  This  delay  begins  w 
make  me  think  all  ministers  are  alike :  and  as  toes 
as  the  captain  is  a  colonel  he  will  act  as  his  prede- 
cessors have  done. 

The  queen  goes  to  Windsor  next  Tuesday,  and  we 
expect  all  matters  will  be  settled  before  that  tioK. 
We  have  had  a  report  that  my  lord  prity-MslistQ 
go  out  alone,  but  the  learned  only  laugh  at  it.  The 
captain's  [Bolingbroke]  friends  thixdL  themselTei 
secure,  and  the  colonel's  [Oxford]  are  so  much  ofth# 
same  opinion,  that  they  only  drink  his  health  irbile 
he  is  yet  alive.  However,  it  is  thought  he  will  fC 
easy,  with  a  pension  of  4000^  a-year  and  a  duke- 
dom. Most  of  the  stanch  Tories  are  pleased  vhl 
the  alteration ;  and  the  whimsicals  pretend  the 
cause  of  their  disgust  was,  becaiise  the  Wbi^  vittt 
too  much  favoured. 

In  short  we  propose  very  happy  days  to  ounelffi 
as  long  as  this  reign  lasts ;  and  [f  the  wuxrtain,  ti»r 
roua  nature  of  [the  queen]  does  not  disappoint  v<. 
we  have  a  very  fair  prospect.  The  dragon  axul  bi 
antagonist  [Bolingbroke]  meet  every  day  at  t&e 
cabinet.  They  often  eat,  and  drink,  and  walk  toge- 
ther, as  if  there  was  no  sort  of  disagreement ;  u^ 
when  they  part  I  hear  they  give  one  another  nth 
names  as  nobody  but  ministers  of  state  could  bru 
without  cutting  throats.  The  duke  of  Matlborac^ 
is  expected  here  every  day.  Dr.  Garth  wt  he 
comes  only  to  drink  the  Bristol  waters  for  a  diaWef- 
The  Whigs  are  making  great  preparations  to  recehe 
him.  But  yesterday  I  was  offered  considerable  odi}» 
that  not  one  of  those  who  go  out  to  meet  him  ^ 
visit  him  in  half  a  year.  I  durst  not  lay»  tfioog^i  I 
can  hardly  think  it.  My  lord  Marr  is  niarrit^d  to 
lady  Frances  Pierrepoint ;  and  my  lord  Dorrhe^e'< 
her  fatlier,  is  to  be  married  next  week  to  lad%  IWU 
Bentinck.  Let  me  know  if  you 'go  to  Pope's,  thM  I 
may  endeavour  to  meet  you  there.     I  am,  Sx» 


FROM  ERASMUS  LEWIS.  ESQ. 

WhitrhAll,  July  »,  1714. 
Sir, — I  received  a  letter  from  you  last  Monday,  for 
my  lord -treasurer,  in  a  blank  cover.  Last  Friday 
lord-rhancellor  went  into  the  country,  with  a  design 
to  stay  there  till  the  lOtli  of  August ;  but  last  Tuesday 
•  Of  the  ••  PreoThought..'* 


FROM  CHARLES  FORD.  ESQ. 

London.  Jntv  94.  VU. 
Wr  expected  the  grand  a£Eair  would  have  been  d^i^ 
yesterday,  and  now  everybody  agrees  it  will  be  to- 
night.*  The  bishop  of  London,  lord  Bathui^t,  >"f- 
Bridges,  sir  William  Windham,  and  Campioo,  ^nr 
named  for  commissioners  of  the  treasury ;  butlhs^< 
not  suiHcient  authority  for  you  to  depend  upoa  it 
They  talk  of  the  duke  of  Ormond  for  our  lord-li^^ 
tenant.  I  cannot  get  the  pamphlet  back.  ^^^ 
shall  Idol  I  wish  you  would  send  me  the  oth^r 
copy.  My  lord  Anglesey  goes  next  Monday  to  ln^ 
land.  I  hear  he  is  only  angry  with  the  chaocell*'^' 
and  not  at  all  with  the  captain. 

■  The  ditmisaion  of  lord  Oxftird. 
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FBOM  EKA8MDS  L£W1S»  ESQ. 

Whiteluill.  July  24.  1714. 
I  «AW  lord  H&rlcy  this  morning.  He  tells  me  that 
be  left  you  horridly  in  the  dumps.  I  wish  you  were 
here;  for  tfter  giving  a  quarter  of 'an  hour's  vent  to 
our  grief  for  the  departure  of  our  don  Quixote,^  we 
slMuld  recoTer  ourseWes,  and  receive  consolation 
from  each  other.  The  triumph  of  the  enemy  makes 
ne  mad.  I  feel  a  strange  tenderness  within  myself 
and  Marce  bear  the  thoughts  of  dating  letters  from 
thii  place,  when  my  old  friend  is  out  whose  fortune  I 
bare  shared  for  so  many  years.  But  faJL  wAiunUu  tua  ! 
The  damned  thing  is  we  are  to  do  all  dirty  work. 
We  are  to  turn  out  Monckton,''  and  I  hear  we  are 
to  pan  the  new  commission  of  the  treasury.^  For 
God's  sake  write  to  lady  Masham  in  fiivour  of  poor 
Thomai,^  to  preserve  him  from  ruin.  I  will  second 
it.  I  intended  to  have  writ  you  a  long  letter  ;  but 
the  moment  I  turned  this  page  I  had  intelligence 
that  the  dragon  haa  broke  out  in  a  fiery  passion  with 
my  lord-chiuDceUor  [lord  Harcourt],  sworn  a  thou- 
sand oaths  he  would  be  revenged,  &c.  This  impo- 
tent, womanish  behaviour  vexes  me  more  than  his 
being  out.  This  last  stroke  shows  quarUula  tint 
kminum  corpumula.  I  am  determined  for  the  BaAh 
OD  the  second  or  the  ninth  of  August  at  furthest. 

FROM  DR.  ARBUTHNOT. 

July  24,  1714 
Dear  Brotbbr,'— I  suppose  you  hare  read  the  ac 
count  of  St.  Kilda.  There  is  an  officer  there,  who 
U  a  sort  of  tribunus  plebu^  whose  office  it  is  to  re- 
present the  grievances  of  the  people  to  the  laird  of 
M'Leod,  who  is  supposed  to  be  their  oppressor.  He 
is  bound  to  coutradict  the  laird  till  ne  gives  him 
three  strokes  with  a  cane  over  the  head,  and  then  he 
is  at  liberty  to  submit.  This  I  have  done,  and  so 
has  your  friend  Lewis.  Tt  has  been  said  that  we 
and  the  dean  were  the  authors  of  all  that  has  since 
happened,  by  keeping  the  dragon  in  when  there  was 
an  offer  to  lay  down.  I  waa  told  to  my  face,  that 
what  I  said  in  this  case  went  for  nothing ;  that  I  did 
not  care  if  the  great  person's  affairs  went  to  entire 
ruin  so  I  could  support  the  interests  of  the  dragon  ; 
that  I  did  not  know  the  half  of  hia  proceedings. 
Particularly  it  was  said,  though  I  am  confident  it 
was  a  mistake,  that  he  had  attempted  the  removing 
her  from  the  favour  of  a  great  person.  In  short, 
the  £aU  of  the  dragon  does  not  proceed  altogether 
from  his  old  friend,  but  from  the  great  person* 
whom  I  perceive  to  be  highly  offended,  by  little 
hints  that  I  have  received.  In  short,  the  c^ragon 
has  been  so  ill  used,  and  must  serve  upon  such 
tcmis  for  the  future,  if  he  should,  that  I  swear 
I  would  not  advise  Turk,  Jew,  nor  infidel  to  be  in 
that  state.  Come  up  to  town  and  I  can  tell  you 
more.  I  have  been  but  indifferently  treated  myself, 
b)  somebody  at  court,  in  small  concerns.  I  cannot 
tell  who  it  is.     But  mum  for  that.    Adieu. 


TO  THE  EARL  OF  OXFORD.* 

July  25.  1714. 

Ht  Lord, — ^To-morrow  sevennight  I  shall  set  out 

*  Lvvd  Osftird.  wbo  wm  ai  this  tins  dlamlsMl  ftcm  his  en- 
XjmmnA  aa  Azst  miDiHer,  and  inmvdialely  succeeded  by  loxd 
«lj]i(tvokr. 

^  Bobnt  Mmiekton.  one  of  the  oommlaionen  fiir  tnde  and 
ptaaiathNM.  wlio  had  fWcn  InfonnstioD  against  Arthor  Moore. 
«Mer  hia  faMlhereomnisdonara.  for  aeeeptiof  a  bribe  ftom 
^  Sctniflh  court  to  get  Uie  treaty  of  commeToe  coottaued.  « 

*  nte  dcirign  of  BoTintfbmke  waa  to  put  the  treasury  luto  com- 
■iwott.    Sir  WUliam  Wyudham  was  fixed  upon  as  one  of  the 

*  Mr.  Tltonas  had  bees  araetary  under  the  old  commission 
^  ilie  tjeaaury  ;  and  lie  wrote  to  the  dean  by  the  same  poai  for 
s  rctommeodatkm  to  lady  Madiam. 

*  Cto  hwriait  his  intentiona  to  nslga  his  slalT. 

▼ou  It. 


from  hence  to  Ireland :  my  licence  for  absence  being 
so  near  out  that  I  can  stay  no  longer  without  taking 
another.  I  say  this  that,  if  you  have  any  commands, 
I  shall  have  just  time  enough  to  receive  them  before 
I  go.  And  if  you  resign  in  a  few  days,  as  I  am  told 
you  design  to  do,  you  may  possibly  retire  to  Here- 
fordshire, where  I  shall  readily  attend  you  if  you 
soon  withdraw:  or,  afler  a  few  months'  stay  in 
Ireland,  I  wiU  return  at  the  beginning  of  winter,  if 
Tou  please  to  command  me.  I  speak  in  the  dark, 
because  I  am  altogether  so,  and  what  I  say  may  be 
absurd.  You  will  please  to  pardon  me :  for  as  I  am 
wholly  ignorant,  so  I  have  none  of  your  composure  of 
mind.  I  pray  God  Almighty  direct  anddefend  you, &c. 

FROM  THE  EARL  OF  OXFORD. 

Jnly27;i714.* 
If  I  tell  my  dear  friend  the  value  I  put  upon  his  un- 
deserved friendship,  it  will  look  like  suspecting  you 
or  myself.  Thotigh  I  have  had  no  power  since  July 
25,  I713,i»  I  believe  now,  as  a  private  man  I  may  pre- 
vail to  renew  your  licence  of  absence,  conditionally 
you  vrill  be  present  with  me ;  for  to-morrow  morning 
I  shall  be  a  private  person.  When  I  have  settled  my 
domestic  afikirs  here,  I  go  to  Wimple ;  thence  alone 
to  Herefordshire.  If  I  have  not  tired  yon  tHe-a-HUt 
fling  away  so  much  time  upon  one  who  lovea  you. 
And  I  believe,  in  the  mass  of  sools,  ours  were  placed 
near  each  other. 

I  send  you  an  imitation  of  Dryden,  as  I  went  to 
Kensington : 

To  serve  with  love,  But  here  below. 

And  shed  your  Mood.  Th*  eiamplea  show 

Apfnpoved  is  above;  .     *Tm  fintal  to  be  good.     . 


FBOM  ERASMUS  LEWIS,  ESQ. 

.  Whitehall.  July  27,  1T14. 

8xR,-7l  have  yours  of  the  25th.  Tou  Judge  very 
right ;  it  is  not  the  going  out,  but  the  manner,  that 
enragea  me.  The  queen  has  told  all  the  lords  the 
reaaons  of  her  parting  with  him,  vis.,  "  that  he  ne- 
glected all  buainesa ;  that  he  was  seldom  to  be  under- 
stood ;  that,  when  he  did  explain  himself,  she  could 
not  depend  upon  the  truth  of  what  he  said ;  that  he 
never  came  to  her  at  the  time  she  appointed ;  that  he 
often  came  drunk ;  lastly,  to  crown  all,  he  behaved 
himself  towards  her  with  bad  manner*,  indecency, 
and  disrespect." — Pudet  hme  opprobria  noMt,  ^c, 

1  am  distracted  with  the  thoughU  of  this,  snd  the 
pride  of  the  conqueror  [lord  Bolingbroke].    I  would 

give  the  world  I  could  go  out  of  town  to-morrow  ; 
ut  the  secretary  says  I  must  not  go  till  he  returns, 
which  will  not  be  till  the  16th  of  August,  or  perhaps 
the  23rd ;  but  I  am  in  hopes  I  may  go  towards  Bath 
the  I6th. 

The  runners  are  already  employed  to  go  to  all  the 
coffeehouses.  They  rail  to  the  pit  of  helL  I  am 
ready  to  burst  for  want  of  vent. 

The  stick«  is  yet  in  his  hand,  because  they  cannot 
agree  who  shall  be  the  new  conunissioners.     We 

•  Induieed.  "  Juti  before  the  lo«  of  hia  staff/* 
^  The  earl  of  Oxford,  In  his  **  Brief  Aocouat  of  Publie  Af- 
fktn,rpreaented  tothe  qoeeu  on  the  »th  of  June.  1714,  and  pub- 
lished in  the  Report  of  the  Secret  Commitlee,"  mentions  that  he 
wrote  a  large  letter,  dated  Julv  8&th,  1713,  to  lord  Bolingbroke. 
"  ountaining  liis  scheme  of  toe  queen's  affairs,  and  what  was 
necessary  tor  lurd  BoHnffbroke  to  do  f*  which  was  answered  Ly 
that  lord  oo  the  27th  of  uat  month. 

«  On  the  night  of  TuMday,  July  27,  a  cabinet  oouneil  was 
held  (after  the  farl  of  Oxford  had  resigned  the  rtaff.  which  he 
did  on  that  day)  tn  consult  what  pemis  to  put  tn  commission 
for  the  mauaeement  of  the  treasury.  The  number  to  be  flve. 
Sir^WUliam  Wyndham.  cbonceUor  of  the  excheauer,  was  to  be 
one ;  but  tliey  could  not  ainve  in  the  choice  of  the  other  four. 
Their  debate  about  the  matter  lasted  till  near  two  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  at  which  the  queen  being  meaeot,  it  raised  a  violent 
sgiutioa  in  her  ipiiita  whidi  aftctsa  bsr  head. 
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suppose  the  blow  will  be  giren  to-night  or  to  to- 
morrow morning.  The  sterility  of  good  and  able 
men  is  incredible.  When  the  matter  is  over  I  will 
wait  upon  our  she-friend  [lady  Masham].  If  she 
receires  me  as  usual  I  will  propose  to  her  that  I 
will  serre  where  I  do,  provided  I  may  be  counte- 
nanced, and  at  full  liberty  to  pay  my  duty  to  all  the 
Harleian  family  in  the  same  manner  I  used  to  do. 
If  that  is  not  allowed  me  in  the  utmost  extent  con- 
sistent with  my  trust  here  I  will  propose  an  em- 
plojrment  in  the  revenues,  or  to  go  out  without  any- 
thing ;  for  I  will  not  be  debarred  going  to  him.  If 
she  does  not  receive  me  as  she  used  to  do  I  will 
never  go  again.  I  flatter  myself  she  will  be  so 
friendly  as  to  enter  into  the  consideration  of  my 
private  circumstances  and  preserve  her  old  goodness 
to  me. 

There  is  no  seeing  the  dragon  till  he  is  out,  and 
then  I  will  know  his  thoughts  about  your  coming  to 
Brampton.  I  hear  he  goes  out  of  town  instantly  to 
Wimple,  and  my  lady  to  Brampton ;  that  he  will 
Join  her  there  siter  a  few  days'  stay  at  Wimple. 
Adieu. 


FROM  LADY  MASHAM. 

July  S9»  1714. 

My  good  Friend, — I  own  it  looks  unkind  in  me 
not  to  thank  you,  in  all  this  time,  for  your  sincere 
kind  letter ;  but  I  was  resolved  to  stay  till  I  could 
tell  you  the  queen  had  got  so  fitr  the  better  of  the 
dragon  as  to  take  her  power  out  of  his  hands.  He 
has  been  the  most  ungrateful  man  to  her,  and  to  all 
his  best  friends,  that  ever  was  bom.  I  cannot  have 
so  much  time  now  to  write  all  my  mind,  beoause 
my  dear  mistress  is  not  well,  and  I  think  I  may  lay 
her  illness  to  the  charge  of  the  treasurer,  who,  for 
three  weeks  together,  was  teasing  and  vexing  her 
without  intermission,  and  she  could  not  get  -rid  of 
him  till  Tuesday  last  [July  27].  I  must  put  you  in 
mind  of  one  passage  in  your  letter  to  me,  which  is, 
**  I  pray  God  send  you  wise  and  faithful  friends  to 
advise  you  at  this  time,  when  there  are  so  great  dif- 
ficulties to  struggle  with."  That  is  very  plain  and 
true ;  therefore  will  you,  who  have  gone  through  so 
much,  and  taken  more  pains  than  anybody,  and 
given  wise  advice  (if  that  wretched  man  had  had 
sense  enough  and  honesty  to  have  taken  it) — I  say, 
will  you  leave  us  and  go  into  Ireland?  No,  it  is 
impossible ;  your  goodness  is  still  the  same,  your 
charity  and  compassion  for  this  poor  lady,  who  has 
been  barbarously  used,  won't  let  you  do  it.  I  know 
you  take  delight  to  help  the  distressed ;  and  there 
cannot  be  a  greater  object  than  this  good  lady,  who 
deserves  pity.  Pray,  dear  friend,  stay  here ;  and  do 
not  believe  us  all  alike  to  throw  away  good  advice, 
and  despise  everybody's  understanding  but  their 
own.  I  could  say  a  great  deal  upon  the  subject, 
but  I  must  go  to  her,  for  she  is  not  well.  This  comes 
to  you  by  a  safe  hand,  so  that  neither  of  us  need  be 
in  any  pain  about  it. 

My  lord  and  brother  are  in  the  country.     My 
sister  and  girls  are  your  humble  servants. 

FROM  ERASMUS  LEWIS.  ESQ. 

July  «9,  1714. 
SiB, — I  have  yours  of  the  27th.  I  write  this  in  the 
morning,  for  I  go  in  the  evening  to  Kensington.  If 
I  am  well  received,  I  will  continue  my  homage ;  if 
not,  they  shall  hear  of  me  no  more.  Where  shall  I 
write  to  you  again  1  for  I  cannot  stir  from  hence 
till  the  I6th  of  August  at  soonest.  Nothing  could 
please  me  more  tlian  to  pass  a  few  months  with  you 
--athy  [Caermarthenshire] ;  but  I  am  yet  un% 
Hether  I  shall  go  there  at  all.    All  I  am 


sure  of  is,  that  I  will  go  out  of  town  to  some  plan 
for  some  time ;  first  to  the  Bath,  for  I  cannot  bev 
staying  in  this  room.  I  want  physic  to  help  107 
digestion  of  these  things,  though  the  'squire^  n 
kinder  to  me  than  before.  I  am  not  mortified  tt 
what  you  tell  me  of  Mercurialis  {  only  I  would  know 
whether  any  disrespectful  conduct  of  mine  bii 
brought  It  upon  me ;  or  whether  it  is  only  a  genenl 
dislike  of  me,  because  I  am  not  a  man  of  parts,  or 
because  I  am  in  oUier  interests  1  They  would  not 
give  the  dragon  the  least  quarter,  excepting  only  a 
pension,  if  he  will  work  joumeywork  by  the  qoirter. 
I  have  long  thought  his  parts  decayed,  and  am  more 
of  that  opinion  &an  ever.  The  new  commistioQ  b 
not  yet  named.  Would  not  the  world  have  roared 
against  the  dragon  for  such  a  thing  1  Mercuraltt 
entertained  Stanhope,  Craggs,  Pulteney,  and  Wil. 
pole.  What  if  the  dragon  had  done  so  Y  The  doke 
of  Somerset  dines  to-day  with  the  fraternity  it 
Greenwich,  with  Withers.  Nobody  goes  oat  with 
the  dragon ;  but  many  will  ait  Tery  loose.  Soise 
say  the  new  men  will  be  Lexington,  Wyndhao, 
Strangeways,  sir  John  Stonehouse,  and  Campion. 


FROM  MR.  BARBER. 

July  31,  1714.  Six  at  night 
Dkar  Sir, — I  am  heartily  sorry  I  should  be  tbe 
messenger  of  so  ill  news  as  to  tell  yon  the  queen  i> 
dead,  or  dying :  if  alive  it  is  said  she  cannot  live  till 
morning.  You  may  easily  imagine  the  coafuson 
we  are  all  in  on  this  sad  occasion.  I  had  set  out 
yesterday  to  wait  on  you  but  for  this  sad  accident, 
and  should  have  brought  letters  frt>m  lord  Boling* 
broke  and  lady  Masham  to  haye  prevented  joar 
going.  Pray  do  not  go,  for  I  will  come  to  you 
when  I  see  how  things  stand.  My  lord  Shrev««bnry 
is  made  lord-treasurer,  and  everything  is  ready  (ot 
the  proclaiming  the  duke  of  Brunswick  kioj  oi 
England.  The  parliament  will  sit  to-monrow  and 
choose  a  new  speaker ;  for  sir  Thomas  Hanmer  b 
in  Wales. 

For  God's  sake  do  not  go ;  but  either  co&e  to 
London  or  stay  till  I  come  to  you. 


FROM  ERASMUS  LEWIS,  ESQ. 

KenaiagtoD,  Saturday,  Jalv  31.  I71i 
Six  in  the  eveont. 
Sm, — At  the  same  time  I  am  writing  the  bretth  ii 
said  to  be  in  the  queen's  nostrils,  but  that  is  alL 
No  hope  left  of  her  recovery.  Lord  Oxford  ii  in 
council,  so  are  the  Whigs.  We  expect  the  demiK 
to-night.  There  is  a  prospect  that  the  elector  wiQ 
meet  with  no  opposition,  the  French  having  ^ 
fieet,  nor  being  able  to  put  one  out  soon.  Ud! 
Masham  did  receive  me  kindly.  Poor  woman.  I 
heartily  pity  her.  Now,  is  not  the  dragon  osder  t 
happy  planet,  to  be  out  of  the  scrape  1  Dr.  Atfcotk- 
not  thinks  you  should  come  up.  Tou  will  noi 
wonder  if  all  my  country  resolntious  are  in  aaqieitfe. 
Pray  come  up  to  see  how  things  go. 

FROM  CHARLES  FORD,  ESQ. 

London.  July  SI.  1714.  Three  in  the  tBtnoA 
I  DO  not  doubt  but  you  h&ve  heud  the  queen  i* 
dead,  and  perhaps  we  may  be  so  unfortnnate  befor* 
this  comes  to  you ;  but  at  present  she  is  alive,  uid 
much  better  than  could  haye  been  expected.  I  *^ 
just  come  from  Kensington,  where  1  hftve  alD<^ 
spent  these  two  whole  days.  I  am  in  great  hiitc 
but  till  dinner  comes  up  I  will  write  to  you  aad 
give  you  as  full  an  accoimt  as  I  can  of  her  iUaeas* 

Her  disorder  began  between  eight  and  nine  jk- 
terday  morning.     'The  doctors  ordered  her  head  to 
•  William  Bromley,  esq.,  seontory  oTalele. 
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be  ■hared ;  tnd  while  it  was  doing  she  fell  into  a  fit 
of  eonTiiliion»  or  as  they  thought  an  apoplexy.  This 
lasted  near  two  hours,  and  she  was  speechless  and 
showed  little  sign  of  life  during  that  timet  but  came 
to  herself  upon  being  blooded. 

Ae  eoon  as  she  recoTcred  my  lord  Bolingbroke 
wvnt  to  her  and  told  her  the  privy  council  was  of 
opinion  it  would  be  for  the  public  service  to  hare  the 
duke  of  Shrewsbury  made  lord-treasurer.  She  imme- 
diately consented,  and  gave  the  staff  into  the  duke's 
band.  The  great  seal  was  put  to  the  patent  by  four 
o'clock.  She  continued  ill  the  whole  day.  In  the 
erening  I  spoke  to  Dr.  Arbuthnot,  and  he  told  me 
be  did  not  think  her  distemper  was  desperate. 
Raddiffe  was  sent  for  to  Carshidtoii  about  noon,  by 
order  of  council ;  but  said  he  had  taken  physic,  and 
coold  not  come.  In  all  probability  he  had  saved 
her  life ;  for  1  am  told  the  late  lord  Oower  had  been 
often  in  the  same  condition  with  the  gout  in  his 
head,  and  Radcliffe  kept  him  alive  many  years 
*    This  morning,  when  I  went  there  before 


•  In  the  acoonat  that  k  viven  of  Dr.  Radcliffe  in  the  "  Biogni' 
phia  Britanaiea."  it  is  aaid  that  the  aueen  was  *'  struck  with 
death  the  tSth  of  July ;  that  Dr.  Radcliffe't  name  was  not  ODoe 
aieaiioned»  either  by  the  f|aeenor  any  lord  of  the  council  i  only 
thai  lady  Masbam  sent  to  him  without  their  knowledge  two 
hours  bdRoce  the  queen's  death."  In  this  letter  (h)m  Mr.  Ford 
to  I>r.  Swift,  which  is  dated  the  Slst  of  July,  it  is  aaid  lliat  the 
qaccn'a  disorder  began  between  eight  and  nine  the  morning 
hetan,  which  waa  the  SOth;  and  that  about  noon  the  same  day 
Radclifle  waa  sent  for  by  aa  order  of  eoaneil.  These  accounts 
hHnj^  contradictory,  tlu  reader  will  probably  want  some  as* 
risiaiim  to  determine  what  were  the  Ikols.  Aa  to  the  time 
wfafli  the  qoMtt  waa  taken  ill  Mr.  Ford's  account  u  moat  likely 
to  be  tme.  as  he  was  upon  the  spot,  aud  in  a  situation  which 
inmrvd  him  the  best  intellignice.  As  to  tlte  time  when  the 
doctor  was  sent  for,  the  account  in  the  "  BlograpUa**  is  mani- 
festly Iklee ;  for  if  tlkt  doctor  had  been  sent  for  only  two  hours  be- 
fore the  qtwen's  death,  which  happened  incootestiblvon  ^e  1st 
uT  Aujrast,  Mr.  Ford  could  not  have  mentioned  the  fact  on  the 
3 1st  of  Jnly,  when  his  letter  was  dated  VHiether  Radcliffe  was 
sent  for  by  lady  Masham  or  by  order  of  council  is  therefore  the 
oBly  poiat  to  be  delcmined.  That  he  waa  generally  reported 
to  ha'pe  been  aent  for  by  order  of  council  is  certain;  but  a  letter 
w  printed  in  the  **  Biographia/*  said  to  have  been  written  by  the 
doctor  to  one  of  his  frfonos,  which,  sunposing  it  to  be  genuine, 
will  wmva  ttiat  the  doctor  malntainea  the  contrary.  On  the 
ftth  or  Aognst.  four  days  after  the  <meen's  death,  a  member  of 
the  house  of  oommoDi,  a  firiend  of  the  doctor's,  who  waa  also  a 
mrmtwr,  and'ooe  «*bo  alwavs  voted  on  the  same  side,  mox'ed 
thai  he  mifht  be  summonea  to  attend  in  his  place  in  order  to 
be  oamanred  for  not  attending  on  her  mideaty.  Unon  this  oe- 
cackm  the  doctor  is  said  to  have  wrUten  the  following  letter  to 
another  of  Ua  (heads  :— 

•*  Carahalton,  August  7.  17U. 

**  Daaa  Sia.— I  could  not  have  thought  that  ao  old  an  ao- 

SnaiotaJice  and  so  good  a  fkiend  as  sir  John  always  profiessed 
«m«e1f  would  hare  made  such  a  motion  acainst  me.  Ood 
my  will  to  do  her  majesty  any  sertioa  haa  ever  got  the 
of  say  ability;  and  I  have  nothing  that  gives  me  greater 
aaaicCy  aud  trouble  than  the  death  of  that  great  and  glorious 
prineeaa.  I  must  do  that  justice  to  the  physicians  that  attended 
hcv  la  her  illnem,  from  a  nght  of  the  method  that  was  taken 
for  her  piaeimalkiM  by  Dr.  Mead,  aa  to  declare  nothing  wm 
ointted  for  her  meservation:  but  the  peoj^e  about  her  (the 
pta^foee  of  Egypt  all  on  them  l)  vut  it  out  of  tne  power  of  phvaic 
to  be  of  any  benefit  to  her.  I  know  tile  nature  of  attending 
<JuwiiBd  heads  in  their  la«t  momenta  too  well  to  be  fond  of 
waiting  npon  them  without  being  aent  for  Inr  a  proper  authority. 
You  tiATe  heard  of  pardons  being  signed  (or  pbysician»  before 
a  sovereign's  demise :  however,  ill  as  I  was,  I  would  have  went 
to  the  qneen  in  a  horse-litter  had  either  her  majesty  or  those 
m  eommisaion  aAt  to  her  commanded  me  so  to  do.  Yon  may 
WA  air  John  aa  much,  and  assure  him  ftom  me  that  his  aesi 
fiir  her  mmjetAy  will  not  excuse  his  ill-usage  of  a  (Viend  who 
tuu  drank  many  hundred  bottles  with  him ;  and  cannot,  even 
aAer  lUa  taffcacfa  of  a  good  underslanding  that  ever  waa  pre* 
served  lielwenn  ua.  bia  have  a  very  good  esteem  for  him.  I 
maat  also  derira  you  to  thank  Tom  Chanman  for  his  speech  in 
m\  behalf,  since  I  hear  it  is  the  first  ne  ever  made,  which  is 
taken  more  kindly ;  and  to  acquaint  him  that  I  should  be  glad 
to  see  hSm  at  Cardudton ;  since  I  fear  (for  so  the  guut  tells  me) 
that  we  shall  uiver  mora  ait  in  the  house  of  commons  together. 
I  am,  ftc.  .         *'  JoBw  RADCum." 


Bat  whatever  errdlt  may  now  be  paid  to  this  letter,  or  how- 
ever It  amy  now  he  thonght  to  justify  the  doctor's  reAasal  to  attend 


nine,  they  told  me  the  wu  jiut  expiring.  That  ac- 
count continued  aboTO  three  hours,  and  a  report 
was  carried  to  town  that  she  was  actually  dead.  She 
was  not  prayed  for  even  in  her  own  chapel  at  St. 
Jsmes's ;  and  what  is  more  in£unous,  stocks  arose 
three  per  cent,  upon  it  in  the  city.  Before  I  came 
away  she  had  reooTered  a  warmth  in  her  breast  and 
one  of  her  arms,  and  aU  the  doctors  agreed  she 
would  in  all  probability  hold  out  till  to-morrow, 
except  Mead,  who  pronounced  several  hours  before 
she  could  not  lire  two  minutes,  and  seems  uneasY 
it  did  not  happen  so.  I  did  not  care  to  talk  much 
to  Arbuthnot,  because  I  heard  him  cautious  in  his 
answers  to  other  people ;  but  by  his  manner  I  fancy 
he  does  not  yet  absolutely  despair.  The  council 
sat  yesterday  all  day  and  night,  taking  it  by  turns 
to  go  out  and  refresh  themseWes.  They  have  now 
adjourned,  upon  what  the  doctors  said,  till  fiye. 
Last  night  the  speaker  and  my  lord  chief*Justice 
Parker  were  sent  for,  and  the  troops  from  Flanders. 
This  morning  the  Hanoverian  envoy  was  ordered  to 
attend  with  the  black  box,^  and  the  heralds  to  be  in 
readiness  to  proclaim  the  new  king.  Some  of  the 
Whigs  were  at  council  yesterday,  but  not  one  failed 
to-day  ;  and  most  of  the  members  of  that  party  in 
each  house  are  already  come  to  town.  If  any 
change  happens  before  the  post  goes  out  I  will  send 
you  word  in  a  postscript ;  and  yon  may  conclude 
her  alive  if  you  hear  no  more  from  me,  and  have  no 
better  authority  than  post-letters  to  ii^form  you  of 
the  contrary.  For  God's  sake  do  not  think  of  re- 
moving from  the  place  where  yuu  are  till  matters 
are  a  little  settled.  Ireland  is  the  last  retreat  you 
ought  to  think  of;  but  you  can  never  be  better  than 
you  are  now  till  we  see  how  things  go. 

I  had  yours  with  the  printed  pamphlet,  as  well 
as  the  other,  and  should  have  sent  it  away  to-mor- 
row.   Fray  let  me  hear  from  you. 

Have  you  had  all  mine  1  I  have  (ailed  you  but 
one  post  (I  think  it  was  the  last)  for  a  fortnight  or 
more. 

Eleven  at  ni|^t. 

The  queen  is  something  better,  and  the  council 
again  adjourned  till  eight  in  the  morning. 

TO  MISS  VANHOMRIGH. 

August  1, 1714. 
Who  told  you  I  was  going  to  Bath  1  No  such  thing 
I  had  fixed  to  set  out  to-morrow  for  Ireland,  but 
poor  lord  Oxford  desires  I  will  go  vrith  him  to 
Herefordshire,  and  only  expect  his  answer  whether 
I  shall  go  there  before  or  meet  him  hereabouts ;  or 
to  Wimple  (his  son's  house),  and  so  go  with  him 

htfr  majesty,  lie  became  at  that  time  so  much  the  ohjaet  of 


popular  resentmeot  that  he  waa  apprehandve  of  being 
sinated,  as  appears  by  the  following  letter  directed  to  Dr. 
Mead,  at  ChihTs  coffeehouse  In  St.  Paul's  churchyard : — 

"  CsnhaHon,  August  8,  1714. 
"  DiAS  Sim,— I  give  yon  and  your  brother  many  thanks  for 
the  favour  you  intend  me  to-morrow,  and  If  there  *is  any  other 
friend  that  will  be  sgreeable  to  yon  he  shall  meet  with  a  hearty 
welcome  Ih>m  me.  Dinner  shall  be  on  the  table  by  two,  when 
von  may  be  sure  to  fiud  me  ready  to  vmit  upon  yoti.  Nor  shall 
1  be  at  any  other  time  fkom  home,  because  I  have  received 
several  letters  which  threaten  me  with  being  pulUid  to  pieces 
if  ever  I  come  to  London.  After  auch  menacea  aa  theae,  it  ia 
easy  to  imagine  that  the  conversation  of  two  snch  very  good 
friends  Is  not  only  extremely  desirable,  but  the  esjoyment  of  it 
a  ill  be  a  great  happlneaa  and  satisfaction  to  him  who  is,  fcc. 

"John  Rahcutvs." 

Radcliffe  died  on  the  1st  of  November  the  same  year,  hav« 
ing  survived  the  queen  Just  three  months;  and  it  is  said  that 
the  dread  he  had  of  the  populace,  and  the  want  of  company  in 
the  country  vilhtfe.  which  he  did  not  dara  to  leave,  ahort«ned 
hia  Ufe.  He  waa  Just  sbny*fonr  yean  old.  He  waa  buried  In 
St  Mary's  church.  Ozfoed. 

*  Containing  the  instrument  nominating  the  persons,  in  num- 
ber thirteen,  to  be  added  aa  iordajuatices  to  the  seven  great 
officen  of  the  italm. 
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down ;  and  I  expect  to  le&re  this  in  two  or  three 
days  one  way  or  other.  I  will  stay  with  him  until 
the  parliament  meets  again,  if  he  desires  it.  I  am 
not  of  your  opinion  ahout  lord  BoUngbroke ;  per- 
haps he  may  get  the  staff,  but  I  cannot  rely  on  his 
love  to  me  :  he  knew  I  had  a  mind  to  be  historio- 
grapher, though  I  valued  it  not  but  for  the  public 
service,  yet  it  is  gone  to  a  worthless  rogue  that  no- 
body knows.  I  am  writ  to  earnestly  by  somebody 
to  come  to  town  and  Join  with  those  people  now  in 
power,  but  I  will  not  do  it.  Say  nothing  of  this, 
but  guess  the  person.  I  told  lord  Oxford  I  would 
go  with  him  when  he  was  out,  and  now  he  begs  it 
of  me,  and  I  cannot  refuse  him.  I  meddle  not  with 
his  faults,  as  he  was  a  minister  of  state ;  but  you' 
know  his  personal  kindness  to  me  was  excessive ; 
he  distinguished  and  chose  me  above  all  other  men 
while  he  was  great ;  and  his  letter  to  me  the  other 
day  was  the  most  moving  imaginable.  .  When  I  am 
fixed  anywhere  perhaps  I  may  be  so  gracious  to  let 
you  know,  but  I  will  not  promise.    Adieu. 


FROM  MR.  JOHN  BIRCH. 

Wantage,  one  o'clock.  Augnit  1,  1714. 
Mr.  Dbaw, — At  twelve  o'clock  lord  Bolin^roke's 
man  rode  through  Wantage  to  call  Mr.  Packer  to 
London,  the  queen  being  dead.  I  am  confounded 
at  the  melancholy  news  ;  yet  could  not  forbear  send- 
ing it  to  you.    Tour  truly  humble  servant, 

John  Birch.^ 


FROM  LORD  BOUNGBROKE. 
_  _  «^  Augutt  3,  1714. 

Dear  Dban, — The  earl  of  Oxford  was  removed  on 
Tuesday :  the  queen  died  on  Sunday.  What  a  world 
is  this!  and  how  does  Fortune  banter  us!  John 
Barber  tells  me  you  have  set  your  face  toward  Ire- 
land. Pray  do  not  go.  I  am  against  it.  But  this 
is  nothing ;  John  is  against  it.  Ireland  will  be  the 
scene  of  some  disorder,  at  least  it  will  be  the  scene 
of  mortification  to  your  friends.  Here  everything  is 
quiet  and  will  continue  so.  Besides  which,  as  pros- 
perity divided,  misfortune  may  perhaps  to  some  de- 
gree unite  us.  The  Tories  seem  to  resolve  not  to  be 
crushed  ;  and  that  is  enough  to  prevent  them  from 
being  so.  Pope  has  sent  me  a  letter  from  Gay: 
being  learned  in  geography,  he  took  Binfield>>  to  be 
the  ready  way  from  Hanover  to  Whitehall.  Adieu. 
But  come  to  London,  if  you  stay  no  longer  than  a 
fortnight.  Ever  yours,  dear  Jonathan,  most  sincerely. 

I  hate  lost  ail  by  the  death  of  the  queen  but  my 
spirit ;  and  I  protest  to  you  I  feel  that  increase 
upon  me.  The  Whigs  are  a  pack  of  Jacobites ; 
that  shall  be  the  cry  in  a  month,  if  you  please. 

FROM  ERASMU3  LEWIS.  ESQ. 

T  V  1      J      .  ,.  ,^     .  T««i»y.  Augiuta.  1714. 

I  AM  overwhelmed  with  busmess,  and  therefore  have 
only  time  to  tell  you  I  received  yours  of  August  Ist, 
and  think  you  should  come  to  town  to  see  how  the 
world  goes:  for  all  old  schemes,  designs,  projects. 
Journeys,  Ac,  are  broke  by  the  great  event.  We  are 
ill  prognosticston.  Everything  goes  on  with  a  tran- 
quillity we  durst  not  hope  for.  Earl  Berkeley  com- 
mands the  fleet.  Lord  Dorset  compliments  the  king. 
The  duke  of  Bolton,  lord-lieutenant  of  Southampton. 
Addison,  secretary  to  the  regents. 

■  Directed  "To  the  Revereud  the  Dean  of  St,  Putrlck'..  Let- 
cnmbes"  And  indoned  "Mr.  Birch  of  WantJise.  Recelred 
hitlf  after  one  on  Sanday  aflemoon.  August  1,  1714.  Queen's 
death.    She  di«>d  at  seven  that  morning." 

\  A  village  where  Mr.  Pope's  fkther  ilvM.  and  whence  several 

M'-  ?^^t  '***•"  ^"^  written.    It  is  in  Windsor  forvst,  and 
n  Berkshire. 


FROM  MR.  BARBER. 

AH«*t  >.  nu. 
Honoured  Sir, —  You  may  easily  imagine  tbf 
concern  we  were  all  in  on  the  sudden  sarphseof  the 
queen's  death.  I  have  hardly  recovered  it  jet  Loni 
BoUngbroke  told  me  last  Friday  that  be  would  m 
concile  you  to  Isdy  Somerset,  and  then;  it  would  be 
easy  to  set  you  right  with  the  queen ;  and  that  job 
should  be  made  easy  here  and  not  go  over.  He  nid 
twenty  things  in  your  iavour,  and  commanded  me  to 
bring  you  up,  whatever  was  the  consequence.  He 
said  further,  he  would  make  clear  work  with  tbem. 
But  all  vanished  in  a  minute :  and  he  is  now  thnal* 
ened  and  abused  every  day  by  the  party,  who  publklj 
rejoice  and  swear  they  will  turn  out  every  T017  in 
England. 

Enclosed  you  have  a  letter  from  my  lord :  he  de- 
sires you  would  come  up  and  be  auy  where  moognito. 
Why  not  at  the  queen's  house  1 

The  earl  of  Berkeley  is  to  command  the  fleet  to 
fetch  over  the  king ;  and  the  duke  of  Argyle  is  to  1^ 
to  Scotland.  I  send  you  the  list  of  the  twenty-fiv? 
kings.*    Poor  lady  Hasham  is  almost  dead  with  giief. 

The  parliament  meets  to-morrow,  which  vill 
hinder  me  from  coming  down  for  three  orfoardan; 
but  if  you  resolve  to  stay  in  the  coimtiy  further,  I 
will  certainly  come  down,  for  I  must  needs  see  jt^o- 
Fray  favour  me  with  a  line.  I  am,  sir,  your  moct 
obedient  humble  servant.    Pray,  come  up. 

When  my  lord  gave  me  the  letter,  he  said  **he  iwprd 
you  would  come  up  and  help  to  save  the  coiKtiti>- 
tion,  which,  with  a  little  good  management,  mishl 
be  kept  in  Tory  hands. 


»i 


FROM  CHARLES  FORD.  ESQ. 

London.  Angvsl ».  nt^ 
I  HAVE  written  to  Dawson**  hr  a  licence  of  abieflce 
for  you  ;  but  you  know  you  must  take  the  ostbi  in 
Ireland  within  three  months.  There  are  a  grtu 
many  here  in  the  same  circumstances :  and,  is  i^ 
probability,  some  of  them  will  desire  anaetof  pariit- 
ment  to  have  leave  to  do  it  here.  In  that  esse  itmli 
be  no  di^cult  matter  to  have  you  included.  Mr- 
Lewis  tells  me  he  wrote  to  you  to  come  up  to  tovs. 
and  I  see  no  reason  why  you  should  not.  AH  mattei* 
go  on  very  quiet,  and  we  are  not  apprehensive  of  is; 
disturbances.  Stocks  never  rose  so  much  in  so  ^ 
days.  This  is  imputed  to  the  hatred  of  the  oldtm- 
surer  and  the  popularity  of  the  new  one.  The  Whi.^ 
were  not  in  council  when  he  was  reoomiDendef!. 
Lord  BoUngbroke  proposed  it  there,  as  well  si  to  tlK 
queen;  and  I  hope  they  two  are  upon  very  good 
terms,  though  Mr.  Lewis  seems  positive  of  the  ca>- 
trary.  ^  never  heard  of  any  pique  the  doke  hn)  10 
him,  but  that  he  was  to  be  chief  minister ;  ssd  tlot 
being  at  an  end,  why  may  they  not  be  reconciled! 
The  dragon  was  thought  to  show  more  joy  upon  pro- 
claiming the  king  than  was  consistent  with  the  oliU- 

gation  he  had  received  from .     He  was  btfK^i 

all  the  way  by  the  mob,  and  some  of  them  threw  loi- 
ters into  his  coach.  This  was  not  the  effect  of  pvtr: 
for  the  duke  of  Ormond  was  huxzaed  throughout  i^ 
whole  city,  and  was  followed  by  a  vast  crowd  to  Hi* 
own  house,  though  he  used  all  possible  endearoun 
to  prevent  it.  There  was  an  attempt  to  sffront  tb? 
captain  in  the  cavalcade,  but  it  did  not  succeed ;  vi^' 
though  a  few  hissed,  the  acclamations  immediiir); 
drowned  the  noise.  Not  a  single  man  showed  the 
least  respect  to  the  colonel ;  and  last  night  mj  M 

*  The  lords  of  the  regauy. 

^  J.  Dawson,  esq.,  secretaiy  to  the  lord^Joitioes  of  Iidu^ 
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Bini^Iey*  wm  beaten  by  mistake,  coining  out  of  his 
house.  I  doubt  he  hu  disobliged  both  sides  so 
much  thst  neither  will  eyer  own  him  ;  and  his  ene- 
min  tell  stories  of  him  that  J  shall  not  believe  till  I 
find  you  allow  them. 

The  lords-Jostices  made  a  speech  to  the  parliament 
to-dsj.  If  ft  comes  out  time  enough  I  will  send  it 
you;  bat  I  hear  it  only  contains  Uieir  proceedings 
upon  the  queen's  death  ;  that  they  have  yet  received 
no  directions  from  the  king ;  and  to  desire  the  com- 
mons to  continue  the  funds,  which  are  expired.  I 
am  told  our  regents  are  already  divided  into  four 
parties.  The  greatest  use  they  have  made  yet  of 
Ibeir  power  is  to  appoint  my  lord  Berkeley  to  com- 
mand the  fleet  which  is  to  bring  over  the  king,  and 
to  nuke  the  duke  of  Bolton  lord-lieutenant  of  Hamp- 
•bire. 

1  lend  you  a  Oaxette,  though  I  am  ashamed  to 
ha^e  it  teen.  I  had  writ  a  great  deal  more  of  the 
queen'i  illness,  an  accoutit  of  her  birth,  Ac.,  but  I 
could  not  find  out  Mr.  Lewis,  and  had  nobody  to 
conault  with,  and  therefore  chose  rather  to  say  too 
little  than  anything  I  doubted  might  be  improper. 
Yftterday  the  duke  of  Marlborough  made  his  public 
entry  through  the  city :  first  came  about  two  hundred 
bonemen,  three  in  a  row,  then  a  company  of  train- 
bands, with  drums,  &c.,  his  own  chariot  with  him- 
self ;  then  his  duchess,  followed  by  sixteen  coaches 
with  six  horses,  and  between  thirty  and  forty  with 
two  horses.  There  was  no  great  mob  when  he  passed 
through  the  Pall-mall,  but  there  was  in  the  city,  and 
he  was  hissed  by  more  than  husxaed.  At  Temple- 
bar,  I  am  assured,  the  noise  of  hissing  was  loudest, 
though  they  had  prepared  their  friends  to  receive 
him,  and  the  gathering  of  others  was  only  accidental. 
You  may  guess  how  great  a  favourite  he  is  by  some 
old  stories  of  his  behaviour  at  the  camp  when  — — 
was  there,  and  afterwards  at  Hanover ;  and  by  the 
thare  he  and  his  family  have  in  the  regency.  But, 
to  be  sure,  this  discreet  action  vnll  endear  him  more 
tban  sny  subfect  in  England.  We  bad  bonfires,  &c., 
at  night.  From  the  list  of  lords-justices  and  some 
other  things  we  imagine  to  ourselves  tliere  will  not 
be  many  changes;,  but  the  vacancies  for  some  time 
will  be  filled  up  with  Whigs. 

What  1  blotted  out  in  my  last  was  something  that 
pamcd  between  the  captain  [lord  Bolingbroke]  and 
Barber  relating  to  you.  After  I  had  written  they 
told  me  all  letters  would  be  opened,  which  made  me 
blot  out  that  passage.  Barber  says  be  ga^*e  you  some 
arcount  of  it,  though  not  a  full  one.  I  really  believe 
lord  Bolingbroke  was  very  sincere  in  the  professions 
he  made  to  you,  and  he  could  have  done  anything.  No 
minister  waa  ever  in  that  height  of  &vour :  and  lady 
Maahsm  was  at  least  in  as  much  credit  as  she  had 
been  in  any  time  of  her  life.  But  these  are  melan- 
^oly  refle<^otts.  Pray  send  me  your  poem.^  Hoc 
*fot^  4bc.,  or  bring  it  up  yourself.  Barber  told  me 
^  bad  been  several  hours  with  the  captain  upon  a 
thing  that  should  have  come  out,  but  was  now  at  an 
<^>*  He  did  not  tell  what  it  was ;  and  I  would  not 
uk  many  questions  for  fear  of  giving  him  suspicion. 


FROM  ERASMUS  LEWIS.  ESQ. 

Whitehall,  Augoat  7.  1714. 
^iR,~It  is  true  you  have  nothing  to  do  here  ;  but 
what  have  you  to  do  anywhere  else  till  you  go  to 

'  Vbo  had  bc«n  apininted  ambaaador^itnordinary  to  the 
ewrtuT  Spain. 

^  8w»f|^s  imJUtloB  of  pait  of  the  sixth  satire  of  ths  aeeond 
boukorUoraev:— 

"  I  oftvo  tiish'd  that  I  had  clear, 
For  lifr.  »i«  hnodred  pounda  a-)  ear.** 
'"Free  Thoughts.**  ' 


Ireland,  where  you  must  indeed  be  before  three 
months*  end  in  order  to  qualify  yourself  1  The  law 
requires  it  as  much  as  if  your  deanery  was  but  now 
conferred  upon  you. 

Arbuthnot  is  removed  to  Chelsea,  and  vrill  settle 
there.  The  town  fills  every  moment.  We  are  as 
full  in  the  house  of  commons  as  at  any  time.  We  are 
gaping  and  staring  to  see  who  is  to  rule  us.  The 
Whigs  think  they  shall  engross  all.  We  think  we  shall 
have  our  share.  In  the  mean  time,  we  have  no  di- 
vision at  council  or  In  parliament.  I  sent  twice  to 
Kensington  to  inquire  after  lady  Masham*s  health. 
Next  week  I  will  go  to  see  her,  and  will  keep  up 
my  acquaintance,  in  all  events,  if  she  thinks  fit.  I 
doubt  she  and  her  sister  are  not  perfectly  easv  la 
their  aifairs ;  but  you  forgot  one  who  is  worse  than 
either,  that  is  Mrs.  Hill,  who  has  not  a  sous.  I  will 
stay  here  till  our  commission  is  either  renewed  to  us 
or  given  to  another.     I  am  yours,  &c. 


TO  LADY  MASRAM. 

Augoat  7, 1714. 
Madam, — I  had  the  honour  of  a  letter  from  your 
ladvship  a  week  ago;  and  the  day  after  came  the 
uniortunate  news  of  the  queen's  death,  which  made 
it  altogether  tmseasonable,  as  perhaps  it  may  be  still, 
to  give  your  ladyship  this  kind  of  trouble.  Although 
my  concern  be  as  great  as  that  of  any  other  gooil 
subject  for  the  loss  of  so  excellent  a  princess,  yet  I 
can  assure  von,  madam,  it  is  little  to  what  I  sufiTer 
upon  your  ladyship's  particular  account.  As  you 
excel  in  the  several  duties  of  a  tender  mother,  a  true 
friend,  and  a  loving  wife,  so  you  have  been  the  best 
and  most  faithful  servant  to  your  mistress  that  ever 
any  sovereign  had.  And  although  you  have  not  been 
rewarded  suitably  to  your  merits,  I  doubt  not  but 
God  will  make  it  up  to  you  in  another  life,  and  to 
your  children  and  posterity  in  this.  I  cannot  go 
about  to  comfort  your  ladyship  in  your  great  aftlic- 
tion  otherwise  than  by  begging  you  to  make  use  of 
your  own  piety  and  your  own  wisdom,  of  both  which 
you  have  so  great  a  share.  You  are  no  longer  a  ser- 
vant ;  but  you  are  still  a  wife,  a  mother,  and  a  friend; 
and  you  are  bound  in  conscience  to  take  care  of  your 
health  in  order  to  acquit  yourself  of  these  duties  as 
well  as  you  did  of  the  other,  which  is  now  at  an 
end. 

I  pray  God  to  support  your  ladyship  under  so 
great  a  share  of  load  in  this  general  calamity ;  and 
remain,  with  the  greatest  respect  and  truth,  madam, 
your  ladyship's  most  obedient  and  most  obliged 
servant,  Jonathan  Swift. 

I  most  heartily  thank  your  ladyship  for  the  favourable 
expressions  and  intentions  in  your  letter,  written 
at  a  time  when  you  were  at  the  height  of  favour 
and  power. 

TO  LORD  DOUNOBROKB. 

Aufuit  7. 1714. 
My  Lord, — ^I  had  yours  of  the  3rd  ;  and  our  country 
post  is  so  ordered  that  I  could  adcnowledge  it  no 
sooner.  It  is  true,  my  lord,  the  events  of  five  days 
last  week  might  furnish  morals  for  another  volume 
of  Seneca.  As  to  my  lord  Oxford,  I  told  him  freely 
my  opinion  before  I  left  the  town,  that  he  ought  to 
resign  at  the  end  of  the  session.  I  said  the  same 
thing  often  to  your  lordship  and  my  lady  Masham, 
^thotigh  you  seemed  to  think  otherwise,  for  some 
reasons ;  and  said  so  to  hlro  one  afternoon,  when  I  met 
you  there  with  my  lord-chancellor.  But  I  remember 
one  of  the  last  nights  I  saw  him  (it  was  at  lady  Ma- 
sham's  lodgings),  I  said  to  him  **  that  upon  the  foot 
your  lordship  and  he  then  were  it  was  impossible 
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▼ou  could  eerre  together  two  months ;"  and  I  think 
I  was  JoBt  ft  week  out  in  my  calcuistion.  I  am  only 
sorry  that  it  was  not  a  resignation  rather  than  a  re- 
moval,  because  the  personal  kindness  and  distinction 
I  always  receired  fi^m  his  lordship  and  you  gaye  me 
such  a  lore  for  you  both  (if  you  great  men  will  allow 
that  expression  in  a  little  one),  that  I  resoWed  to  pre- 
serre  it  entire,  howerer  you  differed  between  your- 
selves, and  in  this  I  did  for  some  time  follow  your 
commands  and  example.  I  impute  it  more  to  the 
candour  of  each  of  you  than  to  my  own  conduct, 
that,  having  been  for  two  years  almost  the  only  man 
who  went  ^tween  you,  I  nerer  observed  the  least 
alterfttlon  in  either  of  your  countenances  towards 
me.  I  will  swear  for  no  man's  sincerity,  much  less 
for  that  of  a  minister  of  state  ;  but  thus  much  I  have 
said,  wherever  it  was  proper,  that  your  lordship's 
proponds  were  always  tiie  fairest  in  the  world,  and 
I  faithfully  delivered  them  as  I  was  empowered: 
and  although  I  am  no  very  skilful  man  at  intrigue, 
yet  I  durst  forfeit  my  head  that,  if  the  case  were 
mine,  I  could  either  have  agreed  with  you  or  put 
you  dan$  voire  tort.  When  I  saw  all  reconciliation 
impracticable  I  thought  fit  to  retire,  and  was  resolved 
for  some  reasons  Tnot  to  be  mentioned  at  this  dis- 
tance) to  have  nothing  to  do  with  whomever  was  to 
be  last  in.  For  either  I  should  not  be  needed  or 
not  be  made  use  of.  And,  let  the  case  be  what  it 
would,  I  had  rather  be  out  of  the  way.  All  I  pre- 
tended  was  to  speak  my  thoughts  fireely,  to  represent 
persons  and  things  without  any  mingle  of  my  in- 
terest or  passions,  and  sometimes  to  make  use  of  an 
evil  instrument,  which  was  likely  to  cost  me  dear, 
even  from  those  for  whose  service  it  was  employed. 
I  did  believe  there  would  be  no  further  occasion  for 
me  upon  any  of  those  accounts.  Besides,  I  had  so 
ill  an  opinion  of  the  queen's  health  that  I  was  con- 
fident you  had  not  a  quarter  of  time  left  for  the  work 
you  had  to  do ;  having  let  slip  the  opportunity  of 
cultivating  those  dispositions  she  had  got  after  her 
sickness  at  Windsor.  I  never  left  pressing  my  lord 
Oxford  with  the  utmost  earnestness  (and  perhaps 
more  than  became  me)  that  we  might  be  put  in 
such  a  condition  as  not  to  lie  at  mercy  on  this  great 
event';  and  I  am  your  lordship's  witness  that  you 
have  nothing  to  answer  for  in  that  matter.  I  will, 
for  once,  talk  in  my  trade,  and  tell  you  that  I  never 
saw  anything  more  resemble  our  proceedings  than 
a  man  of  fourscore  or  in  a  deep  consumption  going 
on  in  his  sins,  although  his  physician  assured  him  he 
could  not  live  a  week.  Those  wonderful  refinements, 
of  keeping  men  in  expectation,  and  not  letting  your 
friends  be  too  strong,  might  be  proper  in  their  season 
— Sed  nunc  non  erat  kia  loeua.  Besides,  you  kept 
your  bread  and  butter  till  it  was  too  stale  for  any. 
body  to  care  for  it.  Thus  your  machine  of  four  years' 
modelling  is  dashed  to  pieces  in  a  moment :  and  as 
well  by  the  choice  of  the  regents  as  by  their  proceed- 
ings, I  do  not  find  there  is  any  intention  of  managing 
you  in  the  least.  The  whole  nineteen^  consist  either 
of  the  highest  party-men  or  (which  mightily  mends 
the  matter)  of  such  who  left  us  upon  the  subject  of 

■  On  the  dprnise  of  the  queen  the  following  wera  lords  of  the 
regency  until  the  nnivnl  of  George  I.  from  Hanover :— arch- 
bishop  Teniaon ;  lord  Harcourt,  lortl>chancellor ;  the  duke  of 
Bnckinghftm,  president  of  the  roaneil :  the  duke  of  Shrewsbury, 
lord-lieutenant  of  Ireland  and  lord-hisli-treMSurer  of  England: 
the  earl  of  Daitmoath.  lord  privyenlt  the  earl  of  Stmirord, 
flnt  lord-commiaatoner  of  the  admiralty ;  and  sir  Thomas  Parker, 
lonWhief-Jostke  of  the  king's  bench ;  who  were  appointed  by  act 
of  parliament.  Tu  which  the  fleeter  of  Hanover  was  pleased 
to  add  the  following:— the  archlilsbop  of  York,  the  dnkca  of 
Somerset.  Bolton,  Devonshire.  Kent.  Argyll,  Montrose,  «nd 
Roxburgh ;  the  earla  of  Pembroke,  Anglesea,  Carlisle,  .Not- 
tingham, Abingdon.  Scarborough,  and  Orford ;  lord  viioonnt 
Townahend,  lord  Halifks,  and  lord  Cowper. 


the  peace  and  affected  jealounes  about  the  eooecs- 
sion.    It  might  resiionably  be  expected  that  this 
quiet  possession  might  conirince  the  suoeesaor  of  th« 
good  dispositions  of  the  church- party  towmrde  him; 
and  I  eyer  thought  there  was  a  mighty  failure  sone- 
where  or  other  that  this  could  not  hsTe  be«n  dosr 
in  the  queen's  life.    But  this  ii  too  m«cfa  for  wtai 
is  past ;  and  yet,  whoerer  obserred  and  disliked  the 
causes  has  some  title  to  quarrel  with  the  effects. 
As  to  what  is  to  come,  your  lordship  is  In  the  prime 
of  your  years,  p/ein  de$  e»prit$  qui  fomniaBeni  Urn  «*• 
piraneea  ;  and   you  are  now  again  to  act  that  pan 
(though  in  another  assembly)  which  yon  formeri} 
discharged  so  much  to  your  own  honour  mnd  the  sd- 
Tantage  of  your  cause.     You  set  out  with  the  wind 
and  tide  against  you,  yet  at  last  arriTed  at  your  pott, 
from  whence  you  are  now  driren  back  into  open  sen 
again.     But  not  to  involve  myself  in  an  allegory,  I 
doubt  whether,  after  this  disappointment,  yoa  can 
go  on  with  the  same  vigour  you  did  in  your  man 
early  youth.     Experience,  which  has  added  to  yoc 
wisdom,  has  lessened  your  resolution.    You  arc  now 
a  general,  who,  after  many  victories,  have  lost  a  bal« 
tie,  and  have  not  the  same  confidence  in  jouraelf  or 
your  troops.  Your  fellow-labourers  have  either  made 
their  fortunes  or  are  past  them,  or  will  go  cncr  t** 
seek  them  on  the  other  side. — ^Yet,  after  all*  azul  *t^ 
resume  a  little  courage ;   to  be  at  the  head  of  tU 
church  interest  is  no  mean  station ;  and  that,  aa  I  take 
it,  is  now  in  your  lordship's  power.    In  order  to 
which  I  could  heartilv  wish  for  that  union  yon  BBca< 
tion,   because  I  need  not  tell  you  that  some  v* 
more  dexterous  at  pulling  down  their  encnaiea  thsr, 
&c.    We  have  certainly  more  heads  and  hands  thuw 
our  adversaries;  but  it  must  be  confessed  they  hav'* 
stronger  shoulders  and  better  hearts.     1  only  doaS 
my  friends,  the  rabble,  are  at  least  grown  triznni<z% ; 
and  that. setting  up  the  cry  of  *' trade  and  wool, 
against  "Sacheverell  and  the  church,"  baa  cooln: 
their  seal.     I  take  it  for  granted  there  will  be  a  arv 
parliament  against  winter,  and  if  they  will  retain  m- 
on  the  other  side  as  their  counsellor  I  will  en^a^ 
them  a  majority.    But  since  it  is  possible  I  may  ^y. 
be  so  &r  in  their  good  graces,  if  your  lordship  thinks 
my  service  may  be  of  any  use  in  this  new  world,  i 
will  be  ready  to  attend  you  by  the  beginning  < ' 
winter.     For  the  misfortune  is,  that  I  nun  go  i  • 
Ireland  to  take  the  oaths,  which  I  never  reflected  iwi 
till  I  had  notice  from  some  friends  in  London ;  sr  j 
the  sooner  I  go  the  better,  to  prevent  accidents*  fc*r 
I  would  not  willingly  want  a  fitvour  at  preacnL    I 
think  to  set  out  in  a  few  days,  but  not  before  yvtr 
lordship's  commands  and  instructions  may  reaches . 
I   cannot  conclude  without  offering  my  huaablff«e 
thanks  and  acknowledgments  for  your  lordahiy** 
kind  intentions  towards  me  (if  this  accident  had  a  t 
happened),  of  which  I  received  some  general  km^ 
I  pray  God  direct  your  lordship :  and  I  desirr  ^o-a 
will  believe  me  to  be  what  I  am,  with  the  ats  ^s 
truth  and  respect,  your  lordship's  most  obedient,  Af 

JoMATHAN  Swirr. 


TO  ARCIIDEAGON  WALLB. 

LeCoombe.  Angwl  9,  ni4 
If  I  had  but  fixed  a  week  sooner  for  my  jouinrv  i* 
Ireland  I  should  have  avoided  twenty  incon«Fi> 
encies  that  have  since  happened  tome,  and  been  wrt 
you  the  time  I  am  now  writing.  Upon  the  eari  -£ 
Oxford's  removal  he  desired  I  would  go  with  bta 
into  Herefordshire,  which  I  consented  to,  and  vrotr 
you  word  of  it,  desiring  you  would  renew  my  ltt»t** 
of  absence  at  the  end  of  this  month,  for  Tthmk  .? 
then  expires.    Two  days  after  I  had  farnost  mtiu* 
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Uon  Irom  Uiow  in  power  to  go  np  to  town  tnd  anist 
them  in  their  new  miniitry;  whidi  I  reaoWed  to 
excuse ;  but,  before  I  could  write,  news  came  of  the 
queen's  death,  and  all  ourichemes  broke  to  shatters. 
I  Am  told  I  most  take  the  oaths  in  Ireland  in  three 
months ;  and  I  think  it  is  better  traTelling  now  than 
later ;  and  although  I  am  earnestly  pressed  by  our 
broken  leaders  to  come  up  to  town,  I  shall  not  do 
it ;  bat  hope  to  set  out  on  the  16th  Instant  toward 
Ireland,  and  if  it  please  God  be  with  you  in  nine  or 
ten  days  after  this  come  to  your  hands.  However, 
let  my  licence  be  renewed  before  it  expires.  I  think 
I  answered  yours  in  my  last.  I  leare  all  things  en- 
tirely to  you  and  Mr.  Forbes.  My  service  to  gossip 
DoU,  Goody  Stoyte,  and  Martha,  and  Mr.  Manley  and 
lady.  Mr.  Manley  is,  I  belieTe,  now  secure  in  his 
post,  and  it  will  be  my  turn  to  solicit  iaTOurs  from 
Kins.  I  have  taken  up  Mr.  Fethenton's  money  to 
pay  some  debts  in  London.  I  desire  you  will  pay 
him  50/.  with  the  usual  exchange  at  twenty  days' 
sight,  or  later  if  it  be  convenient. 


FROM  ERASMUS  LEWIS,  ESQ. 

Whitehall.  August  10,  1714. 
I  NKVER  differed  from  you  in  opinion  in  any  point 
so  much  as  in  your  proposal  to  accommodate  matters 
between  the  dragon  and  his  quondam  friends.  I 
will  venture  to  go  so  far  with  you  aq  to  say  he  con- 
tributed to  his  own  disgrace,  by  his  petitesses,  more 
than  they  did  or  erer  had  it  in  their  power  to  do. 
But  since  they  would  admit  of  no  terms  of  accom- 
modation when  he  offered  to  serre  them  in  their 
own  way,  I  had  rather  see  his  dead  carcase  than  that 
he  should  now  tamely  submit  to  those  who  have 
loaded  him  with  all  the  obloquy  malice  could  suggest 
and  tongues  utter.  Have  not  Chartres,*  Briusdcn,^ 
and  all  the  runners  been  employed  to  call  him  dog, 
villain,  sot,  and  worthless  t  And  shall  he  after  this  Join 
them  t  To  what  end  t  I  have  great  tenderness  for  lady 
[Masharo],  and  think  her  best  way  is  to  retire  and 
enjoy  the  comforts  of  a  domestic  life.  But  sure  the 
earth  has  not  produced  such  monsters  as  Mercurialis 
[lord  Bolingbroke],  and  his  companion  [probably  the 
lord-chancellor  Harcourt],  and  the  prelate  [the  bishop 
of  Rochester].  The  last  openly  avows  he  never  had 
obligations  to  the  dragon,  and  loads  him  with  ten 
thousand  crimes ;  though  his  greatest  in  reality 
was  preferring  him.  But  to  come  out  of  this  rant ; 
what  should  they  be  friends  fori  Cui  bono?  Are  we 
in  a  dream  f  Is  the  queen  alive  again  1  Can  the  lady 
[lady  Masham]  hereafter  make  any  figure  but  %p9r- 
tona  muta  in  a  drama  1  If  the  dragon  declares  against 
the  man  of  mercury,  he  may  strike  in  with  the  ter- 
Hum  quid  that  will  probablv  arise  ;  but  with  him  he 
ran  never  be  otherwise  than  spumed  and  hated. 
The  natural  result  of  this  is,  that,  however  I  may  for 
my  private  satisfaction  desire  to  see  you  here,  I  can- 
not but  think  you  should  go  to  Ireland  to  qualify 
yourself,  and  then  return  hither  when  the  chaos  will 
be  jumbled  into  some  kind  of  order.  If  the  king 
keeps  some  Tories  in  employment,  the  notion  of 
Whig  and  Tory  will  be  lost ;  but  that  of  court  and 
country  will  arise.^  The  regency  has  declared  in 
favour  of  the  Whigs  in  Ireland.  I  believe  Mr.  Thomas 
will  stand  his  ground.  We  shall  be  dissolved  as  soon 
as  we  have  settled  the  civil  list.  We  have  no  appear- 
ance that  any  attempt  will  be  formed  by  the  pretender. 

FROM  LORD  BOUNGBROKB. 

Angisl  11,  1714. 
I  SWEAR  I  did  not  imagine  that  you  could  have  held 
ont  through  two  pages,  even  of  small  paper,  in  so 

*  The  notorious  colonel  Chartrei. 

^  An  ofQliat  snd  lord  Bolingbroke't  privvts  agent 

•  A  pradirtion  w«  have  wen  ntlUled. 


gravt  a  style.  Your  state  of  late  passages  is  right 
enough.  I  reflect  upon  them  with  Indignation,  and 
shall  never  forgive  myself  for  hating  trusted  so  long  to 
so  much  real  pride  and  awkward  humility ;  to  an  air 
of  such  familiar  friendship,  and  a  heart  so  void  of  all 
tenderness ;  to  such  a  temper  of  engrossing  business 
and  power,  and  so  perfect  an  incapacity  to  manase 
one,  with  such  a  tyrannical  disposition  to  abuse  the 
other,  &c.^ 

But  enough  of  this  I  cannot  load  him  as  a  knave, 
without  fixing  fool  on  myself. 

For  you  I  have  a  most  sincere  and  warm  affection, 
and  in  every  part  of  my  life  will  show  it.  Go  into 
Ireland,  aince  it  must  be  so,  to  swear,^  and  come 
back  into  Britain  to  bless :  to  bless  me  and  those 
few  friends  who  will  enjoy  you. 

JohannMi  Tonaor  [John  Barber]  brings  you  this. 
From  him  you  will  hear  what  is  doing.  Adieu,  love 
me,  and  love  [me  the  better  because,  after  a  greater 
blow  than  most  men  ever  felt,  I  keep  up  my  spirit ; 
am  neither  d^ected  at  what  has  passed,  nor  appre- 
hensive at  what  is  to  come.    Mtd  virtute  me  ifwolvo* 


FROM  CHARLES  FORD.  ESQ. 

London.  Aagutt  12,  1714. 
Our  justices  sit  several  hours   every  day  without 
affording  us  the  least  news,     I  do  not  hear  anything 
they  have  done  worth  mentioning,  except  some  orders 
they  have  given  about  the  dispute  in  the  city  of 
Dublin.    Tou  may  be  sure  they  are  not  such  as  will 
please  our  friends ;  but  I  think  you  and  I  agreed  in 
condemning  those  proceedings  in  our  own  people. 
My  lord  Derby  is  made  lord-lieutenant  of  Lancashire. 
That  and  Hampshire  are  the  only  vacant  employ- 
ments they  have  filled  up ;  I  suppose  under  pretence 
of  their  being  maritime  counties.     If  the  Whigs  had 
directed  the  list  of  regents,  Marlborough,  Sunder- 
land, and  Wharton  had  not  been  left  out   There  are 
five  Tories,  too,  that  would  not  have  been  in.  Though 
they  were  a  little  whimsical  for  three  or  four  days 
about  the  succession,  they  seem  to  recant  and  own 
themselves  in  an  error  by  the  later  votes.     Every 
one  of  them  approved  the  peace,  and  were  for  the 
address  at  the  end  of  the  last  session,  that  it  was  safe, 
honourable,  and  advantageous.     Considering  what 
ministers  were  employed  here  by  the  court  of  Han- 
over, and  that  the  king  himself  had  little  information 
but  what  he  received  from  them,  I  think  his  list 
shows  no  ill  disposition  to  the  Tories :  and  they  say 
he  is  not  apt  to  be  hasty  in  removing  the  persons  he 
finds  in  employment.  The  bill  is  brought  in  for  grant- 
ing him  the  old  duties  for  the  civil  list.  One  Wykes,<: 
of  Northampton,  moved  to  tack  the  place-bill  to  it ; 
but  nobody  seconded  him,  and  he  was  extremely 
laughed  at     He  happens  unlukily  to  be  a  Tory. 

Did  you  receive  your  papers  last  post  1  The  first 
copy'  is  not  yet  left  at  St.  Dunstan's.*  Should  I  send 
to  Barber  for  it  in  lord  Bolingbroke  s  name  t  I  have 
writ  to  him  to  bring  in  his  bill,  and  as  soon  as  he 
comes  I  will  pay  him.  I  suppose  I  shall  see  him  to- 
morrow. I  wish  you  a  good  journey  to  Ireland. 
But  if  X  hear  Saturday's  post  comes  into  Wantage 
on  Sunday,  I  shall  trouble  you  again.  Fray  let  me 
know  when  you  land  in  Ireland,  that  I  may  write 
to  you  if  anything  happens  worth  while.  I  shall  be 
very  impatient  for  what  vou  promise  me  from  thence. 
I  should  be  very  glad  to  hear  from  you  while  you  are 
on  the  road. 

■  He  me«ns  lord  Ozfofd. 

^  To  take  the  oaths  to  the  govemmeot  on  king  George's  ae- 
ceaion. 

'  William  Wykrs,  M.P.  for  Noithunpton  in  two  parlla* 
mentc.  1718  aiid  1714. 

'  Hie  first  draught  of  the  «'  Free  Thoughts.'* 

*  The  coflcehouM  so  called. 


020 


EPISTOLARY  CORRESPONDBNCE. 


Lord  Anglesey  came  to  town  Itst  Tuesday.  They 
are  all  here  now  except  Pembroke  and  Stra^ord. 

Charles  Erersfield*  is  making  his  court  to  the 
dukes  of  Somerset  and  Argyle ;  he  declares  he  will 
keep  his  place  if  he  can,  and  that  he  will  not  stir  for 
Campion's  election  in  the  county  of  Sussex.  Cam- 
pion and  he  haTe  had  some  high  words  upon  that 
account.  Lord  Orford  told  the  commissioners  of  the 
admiralty  they  were  ignorant,  negligent  of  their 
duty,  and  wanted  seal  for  the  king's  sendee. 

FROM  DR.  ARBUTHNOT. 

August  It.  1714. 
Mt  obar  Frtend, — I  thank  you    for  your  kind 
letter,  which  is  rery  comfortable  upon  such  a  melan- 
choly occasion.     My  dear  mistress's  days  were  num- 
bered even  in  my  imagination,  and  could  not  exceed 
such   certain  limits ;  but  of  that  small  number  a 
great  deal  was  cut  off  by  the  last  troublesome  scene 
of  this  contention  among  her  servants.     I  belicTe 
sleep  was  ne^er  more  welcome  to  a  weary  traTcller 
than  death  was  to  her;  only  it  surprised  her  too  sud- 
denly before  she  had  signed  her  will ;   which  no 
doubt  her  being  iuToWed  into  so  much  business  hin- 
dered her  from  finishing.     It  was  unfortunate  that 
she  had  been  persuaded,  as  is  supposed  by  Lowndes, 
that  it  was  necessary  to  hare  it  under  the  great  seal. 
I  have  figured  to  myself  all  this  melancholy  scene  ; 
and  even,  if  it  be  possible,  worse  than  it  has  happen- 
ed, twenty  times ;  so  that  I  was  prepared  for  it.   My 
case  is  not  half  so  deplorable  as  poor  lady  Masham's 
and  several  of  the  queen's  servants ;  some  of  whom 
have  no  chance  for  their  bread  but  the  generosity 
of  his  present  majesty,  which  several  people  that 
know  him  verv  much  commend.     So  far  is  plain 
from  what  has  happened  in  public  affairs,  that  what 
one  party  has  affirmed  of  the  settlement  has  proved 
true,  and  that  it  was  firm  i  that  it  was  in  some  mea- 
sure an  advantage  to  the  successor  not  to  have  been 
here,  and  so  obliged  to  declare  himself  in  several 
things  in  which  he  is  now  at  liberty.     And  indeed 
never  any  prince  In  this  respect  came  to  the  crown 
with  greater  advantage.    I  can  assure  you  the  peace- 
able scene  that  now  appears  is  a  disappointment  to 
more  than  one  set  of  people. 

I  have  an  opportunity  calmly  and  philosophically 
to  consider  that  treasure  of  vileness  and  baseness 
that  I  always  believe  to  be  in  the  heart  of  man  ;  and 
to  behold  them  exert  their  insolence  and  baseness  : 
every  new  instance,  instead  of  surprising  and  griev- 
ing  me  as  it  does  some  of  my  friends,  really  diverts 
me  and  in  a  manner  improves  my  theory ;  though  I 
think  I  have  not  met  with  it  in  my  own  case  except 
from  one  man,  and  he  was  very  far  mistaken,  for  to 
him  I  would  not  abate  one  grain  of  my  proud  spirit. 
Dear  friend,  the  last  sentence  of  your  letter  quite 
kills    me.      Never  repeat  that  melancholy  tender 
word,  that  you  will  endeavour  to  forget  me.     I  am 
sure  I  never  can  forget  you  till  I  meet  with  (what  is 
impossible)  another  whose  conversation  I  can  delight 
BO  much  in  as  Or.  Swift's  ;  and  yet  that  is  the  small- 
est  thing  I  ought  to  value  you  for.     That  hearty  sin- 
cere friendship,  that  plain  and  open  ingenuity  in  all 
your  commerce,  is  what  I  am  sure  I  never  can  find 
in  another.     Alas!  I  shall  often  want  a  faithful  mo- 
nitor, one  that  would  vindicate  me  behind  my  back, 
and  tell  me  my  faults  to  my  face.     God  knows  I 
write  this  with  tears  in  my  eyes.     Yet  do  not  be 
obstinate,  but  come  up  for  a  little  time  to  London  ; 
and  If  you  must  needs  go,  we  may  concert  a  manner 
of  correspondence  wherever  we  are.     I  have  a  letter 
from  Gay  just  before  the  queen's  death.     Is  he  not 

•  Member  for  Horiham. 


a  true  poet  who  had  not  one  of  liit  owb  books  to 
give  to  the  princess  that  asked  for  onel 

TO  MISS  VANHOMHIGH. 

AmguS  IS.  ITIS. 
I  HAD  your  letter  last  post,  and  before  you  can  scad 
me  another  I  shall  set  out  for  Ireland.  1  mual  go 
and  take  the  oaths ;  and  the  sooner  the  better.  U 
you  are  in  Ireland  when  I  am  there  I  shall  aee  yoa 
very  seldom.  It  is  not  a  place  for  any  freedom ;  but 
it  is  where  everything  is  known  in  a  week*  and 
magnified  a  hundred  degrees.  These  are  ligocvni 
laws  that  must  be  passed  through :  but  it  is  probt- 
ble  we  may  meet  in  London  in  winter ;  or  if  noc 
leave  all  to  fate  that  seldom  comes  to  himoar  e& 
inclinations.  I  say  all  this  out  of  the  perfect  esteem 
and  friendship  I  have  for  you.  These  pablic  mu- 
fortunes  have  altered  all  my  measures  and  broke  m} 
spirits.  God  Almighty  bless  you.  I  shall  I  hop^ 
be  on  horseback  in  a  day  after  this  eomes  to  }  our 
hand.  I  would  not  answer  your  questions  Am-  a  mil- 
lion ;  nor  can  I  think  of  them  with  any  eaae  of  miiiti. 
Adieu. 


FROM  CHARLES  FORD.  ESQ. 

AttgoA  14.  1T1S.* 
I  HOPS  you  did  not  pay  the  two  shillings  for  posfeure. 
If  you  did,  pray  send  me  the  cover  that  I  may  ixiqQiiv* 
into  the  meaning  of  it. 

I  suppose  you  expect  news  upon  Cragg's  reto/n 
from  Hanover ;  but  I  do  not  hear  a  word  more  Una 
what  you  have  in  the  lords-justices'  speech.     Ye»- 
terday  morning  after  he  came  the  Whigs  looked  de- 
jected, and  our  friends  very  much  pleased  ;  tfaough 
I  do  not  know  any  reason  for  either,  unless  it  was 
expected  by  both  sides  that  he  would  have  broucirt 
orders  for  alterations.     It  seems  the  dragon*8  enter- 
tainment was  on  a  family  account,  upon  the  agree- 
ment between  lord  Harley  and  lord  Pelham  «  ac  j 
only  those  who  were  concerned  in  their  alEurs  were 
invited.     But  slighter  grounds  would  have  served  t.*     ' 
raise  a  story  at  this  time,  and  it  was  sufficient  that 
my  lord  Townshend  and  lord  Cowper  dined  at  his 
house.     However,  we  look  upon  him  as  lost  to  our 
side ;  and  he  has  certainly  made  advances  of  civiiir; 
to  the  Whigs,  which  they  have  returned  with  tbV 
utmoat  contempt.    I  am  told  Dismal  [earl  of  Not- 
tingham]  begins  to  declare  for  his  old  ftiends,  aci 
protests  he  was  really  afraid  for  the  protestant  sor- 
cession,  which  made  him  act  in  the  manner  be  did. 
The  foreign  peers  are  certainly  deprived  of  their 
right  of  voting  by  the  express  words  of  the  act  cf 
succession ;  and  it  appears  it  was  the  intentioo  o^ 
the  legislature  at  that  time,  for  prince  George  U 
Denmark  was  excepted  by  name ;  but  it  is  thoui^^t 
the  lords  will  interpret  it  otherwise  when  it  comes  to 
be  tried.    They  do  not  lose  the  other  privilegva  c{ 
peerage,  and  their  posterity  bom  here  msy  sit  in  th^ 
house.     The  same  clause  extends  to  the  boo»e  «.t 
commons ;  and  no  foreigner  can  enjoy  any  emplo;- 
ment  civil  or  military.    Thej*  may  be  frvoorable  L» 
the  lords,  who  are  all  Whigs ;  but  I  doubt  poor  dole 
Disney  will  lose  his  regiment.     I  suppose    Bar^^ 
has  given  you  an  account  of  lord  BoIingbrokeS  pxs- 
phleL     If  you  aud  he  are  not  come  to  an  Sciaimtm^ 
ment  upon  it,  I  shall  send  to  him  for  it.     I  long  ior 
the  other.    Yesterday  the  commons  voted   mwaiw 
eon»  to  pay  the  Hanover  troops  that  deserted  as  u. 
1712.     To-day  air  WilUam  Wyndhaa,  Caapiaa. 
and  two  or  three  more,  gave  some  opposit&oo  to  it. 
for  which  they  were   extremely  blanied.     I   thiaa 

•  Oa  the  bftek  of  thii  leUar  1«  the  fpUowias  aole  of  tW  Ans 
— "  Memorandam«— I  left  Leteoabe,  Augo*  IS,  I7I« ,  te  ffib-t 
to  go  to  Irelaad.** 
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they  bad  acted  right  if  they  htd  tpoke  against  it 
yesterdmj ;  but  it  aeems  the j  were  not  then  in  the 
home.  They  had  not  strength  enough  to-day  to 
come  to  a  diTision. 

Onee  more  t  wish  yoo  a  good  Journey  and  a  quiclL 
return;  and  I  hope  you  will  6nd  things  go  hetter 
than  yoQ  expeet. 

FROM  MK  GAY  TO  DR.  ABBUTUNOT.  OR  THE  DEAN 

OF  ST.  PATRICK'S. 

Haoover.  August  IK,  1714. 
You  remember  I  suppose  that  I  was  to  write  you 
abundance  of  letters  from  Hanover ;  but  as  one  of 
the  moat  distinguUhing  qualities  of  a  politician  is 
secrecy,  you  must  not  expect  from  me  any  arcanas 
of  state.  There  is  another  thing  that  is  necessary  to 
establish  the  character  of  a  politician;  which  is 
to  aeem  always  to  be  full  of  affairs  of  state;  to 
know  the  consultations  of  the  cabinet  council*  when 
&t  the  same  time  all  his  politics  are  collected  from 
newspapers.  Which  of  these  two  causes  my  secrecy 
is  owing  to  I  leave  you  to  determine.  There  is  yet 
one  thing  more  that  is  extremely  necessary  for  a 
foreign  minister,  which  he  can  no  more  be  without 
than  an  artisan  without  his  tools ;  I  mean  the  terms 
of  his  art.  I  call  it  an  art,  or  a  science,  because  I 
think  the  king  of  France  has  established  an  academy 
to  inatroct  the  young  Machiavelians  of  his  country  in 
the  deep  and  profound  science  of  politics.  To  the 
end  tha^  I  mignt  be  qualified  for  an  employment  of 
thia  nature,  and  not  only  be  qualified  myself,  but  (to 
»peak  in  the  style  of  sir  John  Falstaff )  be  the  cause 
of  qualifications  in  others,  I  have  made  it  my  busi* 
neas  to  read  memoirs,  treatises,  &c.  And  as  a  die- 
tionary  of  law-terms  is  thought  necessary  for  young 
bif^innera,  so  I  thought  a  dictionary  of  terms  of  state 
would  be  no  less  useful  for  young  politicians.  The 
trrma  of  politics  being  not  so  numerous  as  to  swell 
into  a  Tolume,  especially  in  time  of  peace  (for  in 
time  of  war  all  the  terms  of  fortification  are  in- 
cluded), I  thought  fit  to  extract  them  in  the  same 
manner  for  the  benefit  of  young  practitioners,  as  a 
^rnoua  author  has  compiled  his  learned  treatise  of 
the  law  called  the  "  Doctor  and  Student.*'  I  have 
not  made  any  great  progress  in  this  piece ;  but  how- 
ever I  will  Just  give  you  a  specimen  of  it,  which  will 
make  you  in  the  same  manner  a  Judge  of  the  design 
and  nature  of  this  treatise. 

PoiUician,  What  are  the  necessary  tools  for  a 
prince  to  work  with  1 

Student,  Ministers  of  state. 

Pof.  What  are  the  two  great  qualities  of  a  minis - 
t4fr  of  state  t 

Stud,  Secrecy  and  despatch. 

Poi,  Into  how  many  parts  are  the  ministers  of 
state  divided  1 

Stud,  Into  two.  First,  ministers  of  state  at  home ; 
secondly,  ministers  of  state  abroad,  who  are  called 
foreign  ministers. 

Poi,  Very  right.  Now,  as  I  design  you  for  the 
Utter  of  these  employments,  I  shall  waive  saying 
anything  of  the  first  of  these.  What  are  the  differ- 
ent degrees  of  foreign  ministers. 

Stud.  The  diffbrent  degrees  of  foreign  ministers 
are  mM  follow  :^first,  plenipotentiariea  ;  second,  am- 
baaaadora  extraordinary;  third,  ambassadors  in  or- 
dtnarr;  fourth,  envoys-extraordinary;  fifth,  envoys 
ib  ordinary;  sixth,  residente;  seventh,  consuls;  and 
eighth,  secretaries. 

Poi,  How  Is  a  foreign  minister  to  be  known  1 

Stud,  By  his  eredentials. 

Pol.  When  are  a  foreign  minUter's  credentials  to 
be  delivered  1 

Stud,  Upon  his  first  admission  into  the  presence 


of  the  prince  to  whom  he  is  tent,  otherwise  called 
his  first  audience. 

PoL  How  many  kinds  of  audiences  are  there  f 

Stud.  Two,  which  are  called  a  public  audience, 
and  a  private  audience. 

PoL  What  should  a  foreign  minister's  behaviour 
be  when  he  has  his  first  audience  1 

Stud,  He  should  bow  profoundly,  sprak  deli- 
berately, and  wear  both  sides  of  his  long  periwig 
before,  &c. 

By  these  few  questions  and  answers  you  may  be 
able  to  make  some  Judgment  of  the  usefulness  of 
this  politic  treatise.  Wioqueiort  it  is  true  can  never 
be  sufficiently  admired  for  his  elaborate  treatise  of 
the  conduct  of  an  ambassador  in  all  his  negotiations : 
but  I  design  this  only  as  a  compendium,  or  the  am- 
bassador's manual,  or  vade  mecum, 

I  have  written  so  far  of  this  letter  and  do  not 
know  who  to  send  it  to ;  but  I  have  now  determined 
to  send  it  either  to  Dr.  Arbuthnot,  the  dean  of  St. 
Patrick's,  or  to  both.  My  lord  Clarendon  is  very 
much  approved  of  at  court,  and  I  believe  is  not  dis- 
satisfied with  his  reception.  We  have  not  much 
variety  of  diversions;  what  we  did  yesterday  and 
to-day  we  shall  do  to-morrow ;  which  is  to  go  to 
court,  and  walk  in  the  gardens  at  Herenhausen.  If 
I  write  any  more  my  letter  will  be  Just  like  my  di- 
versioni,  the  same  thing  over  and  over  again.-— So, 
sirs,  your  most  obliged  humble  servant, 

John  Gat. 

I  would  have  written  this  letter  over  again,  but 
I  had  not  time.     Correct  all  my  errata. 


FROM  MR.  J£RVAS  TO  MR.  POPE. 

August  SO.  17U. 
I  HA.VB  a  particular  to  tell  you  at  this  time,  which 
pleases  me  so  much  that  you  must  expect  a  more 
than  ordinary  alacrity  in  every  turn.  You  know 
how  I  could  keep  you  in  suspense  for  twenty  lines, 
but  I  will  tell  you  directly  that  Mr.  Addison  and  I 
have  had  a  conversation  that  it  would  have  been 
worth  your  while  to  have  been  placed  behind  the 
wainscot  or  behind  some  half-length  picture  to  have 
heard.  He  assured  me  that  he  would  make  use  not 
only  of  his  interest  but  of  his  art  to  do  you  some 
service ;  he  did  not  mean  his  art  of  poetry,  but  his 
art  at  court;  and  he  is  sensible  that  nothing  can 
have  a  better  air  for  himself  than  moving  in  your 
favour,  especially  since  insinuations  were  spread  that 
he  did  not  care  you  should  prosper  too  much  as  a 
poet.  He  protects  that  it  shall  not  be  his  fault  if 
there  is  not  the  best  intelligence  in  the  world  and 
the  most  hearty  friendship,  &c.  He  owns  he  waa 
sfraid  Dr.  Swift  might  have  carried  you  too  far 
among  the  enemy  during  the  heat  of  the  animosity ; 
but  now  all  is  safe,  and  you  are  escaped  even  in  his 
opinion.  I  promised  in  your  name,  like  a  good  god* 
father,  not  that  you  should  renounce  the  devil  and 
all  his  works,  but  that  you  should  be  delighted  to 
find  him  your  friend  merely  for  his  own  sake ;  there- 
fore prepare  yourself  for  some  civilities. 

I  have  done  Homer's  head,*  shadowed  and  height* 
ened  carefully;  and  I  enclose  the  outline  of  the 
same  site,  that  you  may  determine  whether  you 
would  have  it  so  lai^,  or  reduced  to  make  room  for 
feuillage  or  laurel  round  the  oval,  or  about  the 
square  of  the  bustol  perhaps  there  is  something 
more  solemn  in  the  image  itself  if  I  can  get  it  well 
performed. 

If  1  have  been  instrumental  in  bringing  you  and 
Mr.  Addison  together  with  all  sincerity,  t  vsJue  my- 

•  Praflsed  to  Che  fint  edition  of  Pope's  traosUtion  of  tlir 
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•elf  upon  it  u  an  acceptable  piece  of  service  to  tucli 

a  one  as  I  know  you  to  be. 

.Tours,  &c. 


FROM  MR.  POPE  TO  MR.  JERVAS. 

AagUBt  rt,  1714. 
I  AM  just  arrived  firom  Oxford,  very  well  diverted 
and  entertained  there.     Every  one  is  much  con- 
cerned for  tlie  queen's  death.    No  panegjrrics  ready 
yet  for  the  king. 

I  admire  your  Whig  principles  of  resistance  ex- 
ceedingly, in  the  spirit  of  the  Barcelonians :  I  join 
in  your  wish  for  them.  Mr.  Addison's  verses  on 
Liberty  in  his  letter  from  lUly  would  be  a  good 
form  of  prayer  in  my  opinion. 

"  O  Liberty  1  thou  goditM  heavmly  bright!'*  8ec. 

What  you  mention  of  the  friendly  office  you  en- 
deavoured to  do  betwixt  Mr.  Addison  and  me  de- 
serves acknowledgments  on  my  part  Tou  tho- 
roughly know  my  regard  to  his  character,  and  my 
propensity  to  testify  it  by  all  ways  in  my  power. 
You  as  thoroughly  know  the  scandalous  meanness 
of  that  proceeding  which  was  used  by  Philips  to 
make  a  man  I  so  highly  value  suspect  my  dispositions 
towards  him.  But  as,  after  all,  Mr.  Addison  must 
be  the  judge  in  what  regards  himself,  and  has  seemed 
to  be  no  very  just  one  to  me,  so  I  must  own  to  you 
I  expect  nothing  but  civility  from  him,  how  much 
soever  I  wish  for  his  friendship.  As  for  any  offices 
of  real  kindness  or  service  which  it  is  in  his  power 
to  do  me,  1  should  be  ashamed  to  receive  them  from 
any  man  who  had  no  better  opinion  of  my  morals 
than  to  think  me  a  party-man ;  nor  of  my  temper, 
than  to  believe  me  capable  of  maligning  or  envying 
another's  reputation  as  a  poet.  So  I  leave  it  to  time 
to  convince  him  as  to  both,  to  show  him  the  shallow 
depths  of  those  half-witted  creatures  who  misin- 
formed h'm,  and  to  prove  that  I  am  incapable  of 
endeavouring  to  lessen  a  person  whom  I  would  be 
proud  to  imitate,  and  therefore  ashamed  to  flatter. 
In  a  word,  Mr.  Addison  is  sure  of  my  respect  at  all 
times,  and  of  my  real  friendship  whenever  he  shall 
think  fit  to  know  me  for  what  I  am. 

For  all  that  passed  betwixt  Dr.  Swift  and  me,  you 
know  the  whole  (without  reserve)  of  our  corre- 
spondence. The  engagements  T  had  to  him  were 
such  as  the  actual  services  he  had  done  me  in^  rela- 
tion to  the  subscription  for  Homer  obliged  me  to. 
I  must  have  leave  to  be  grateful  to  him  and  to  any 
one  who  serves  me,  let  him  be  never  so  obnoxious 
to  any  party :  nor  did  the  Tory  party  ever  put  me  to 
the  hardship  of  asking  this  leave,  which  is  the  great- 
est obligation  I  owe  to  it ;  and  I  expect  no  greater 
from  the  Whig  party  than  the  same  liberty — a  curse 
on  the  word  party,  which  I  have  been  forced  to  use 
so  often  in  this  period !  I  wish  the  present  reign  * 
may  put  an  end  to  the  distinction,  that  there  may  be 
no  other  for  the  future  than  that  of  honest  and 
knave,  fool  and  man  of  sense ;  these  two  sorts  must 
always  be  enemies  ;  but  for  the  rest,  may  all  people 
do  as  you  and  I— believe  what  they  please,  and  be 
frienda.^-1  am,  &c.  Albxakdbr  Pope. 


FROM  DR.  ARBUTHNOT  TO  MR.  POPE. 

Loodon,  Se^temlier  7, 1714. 
I  AM  extremely  obliged  to  you  for  takmg  notice  of  a 
poor  old  distressed  courtier,  commonly  the  most 
despisable  thing  in  the  world.  This  blow  has  so 
roused  Seribleru*  that  he  has  recovered  his  senses, 
■  Unfortuiutelv  it  did  not  put  an  end  to  party  diitinetlont ; 
bat,  b^  proicribing  tho  Tories,  heightened  and  continued  the 
animoaity  of  both  partiea.~Hoir  appositely  may  thia  be  applied 
to  the  preaent  reign  I 


and  thinks  and  talks  like  other  men.  From  bong 
frolicsome  and  gay  he  is  turned  grave  and  moroie. 
His  lucubrations  lie  neglected  among  old  newt- 
papers,  cases,  petitions,  and  abundance  of  unanswer- 
able letters.  I  wish  to  God  they  had  been  anoitr 
the  papers  of  a  noble  lord  [BoUngbroke]  sealed  qp- 
then  might  Scriblertis  have  passed  for  the  pretender; 
and  it  would  have  been  a  most  excellent  snd  l«bo- 
rious  work  for  the  '*  Flying  Post,"  or  some  loeb 
author,  to  have  allegorised  all  his  adventures  i&to  i 
plot,  and  found  out  mysteries  somewhat  like  the 
"  Key  to  the  Lock." 

Martin's  office  is  now  the  second  door  on  the  left 
hand  in  Dover-street,  where  he  will  be  glad  to  lee 
Dr.  Pamell,  Mr.  Pope,  and  his  old  friends,  to  whom 
he  can  still  afford  a  half-pint  of  claret.  It  ii  wiih 
some  pleasure  that  he  contemplates  the  world  stiil 
busy,  and  all  mankind  at  work  for  him.  I  hare  kcq 
a  letter  from  dean  Swift.  He  keeps  up  his  noW 
spirit ;  and  though  like  a  man  knocked  down,  ysu 
may  behold  him  still  with  a  stem  countenance,  ud 
aiming  a  blow  at  his  adversaries.  I  wiU  add  so 
more,  being  in  haste  ;  only  that  I  will  never  foi^^e 
you  if  you  cannot  use  my  foresaid  house  in  DoTer- 
street  with  the  same  freedom  as  you  did  that  io  St 
James's  ;  for  as  our  friendship  was  not  begun  upoa 
the  relation  of  a  courtier,  so  I  hope  it  will  not  eni 
with  it.  I  shall  alwavs  be  proud  to  be  reckoneii 
amongst  the  number  of  your  friends  and  humble  Kr- 
vants. 

TO  LORD  DOLINGBROKE. 

Dublin.  September  14, 1714 
Mt  Lord, — I  hope  your  lordship,  who  were  ahsj< 
so  kind  to  me  while  you  were  a  servant,  will  not  for- 
get me  now  in  your  greatness.  I  give  you  thu  cau- 
tion, because  I  really  believe  you  will  be  apt  to  be 
exalted  in  your  new  station  of  retirement,  whirhvu 
the  only  honourable  post  that  those  who  gave  it  you 
were  capable  of  conferring.  And  as,  in  other  em- 
ployments, the  circumstances  with  which  they  ire 
given  are  sometimes  said  to  be  equally  valuable  wiili 
the  gift  itself,  so  it  was  in  your  case.  The  seslic: 
up  your  office,  and  especially  without  any  directioc* 
from  the  king,  discovered  such  sentiments  of  jou  Is 
such  persons  as  would  make  any  honest  man  prou^ 
to  share  them. 

I  must  be  so  free  as  to  tell  you  that  this  new  oSrf 
of  retirement  will  be  harder  for  you  to  keep  than 
that  of  secretary :  and  you  lie  under  one  great  disaii- 
vantage,  besides  your  being  too  young ;  that,  vberf  u 
none  but  knaves  and  fools  desire  to  deprive  you  oi 
your  former  post,  all  the  honest  men  in  £ngiand  vi!! 
be  for  putting  you  out  of  this. 

I  go  on  in  writing  though  I  know  not  how  to  ted 
you  my  letter.  If  I  were  sure  it  would  be  opeueJ 
by  the  sealers  of  your  office,  I  would  fill  it  withwisf 
terms  of  art  that  they  would  better  deserve  thu 
relish. 

It  is  a  point  of  wisdom  too  hard  for  me  not  ^^ 
look  back  with  vexation  upon  past  mansgeoec^ 
Divines  tell  us  often  from  their  pulpits  **  tb&t  hiif 
the  pains  which  some  men  take  to  be  damned  woe  ^ 
have  compassed  their  salvation:"  this,  I  am  nuv,  ^ 
extremely  our  case.  I  know  not  what  motiont  p&f 
lordship  intends,  but  if  I  see  the  old  Whig  measarei 
taken  in  the  next  elections,  and  that  the  court,  tie 
bank.  East  India,  and  South  Sea,  act  strennoiuk. 
and  procure  a  majority,  I  shall  lie  down  and  beg  <^ 
Jupiter  to  heave  the  cart  out  of  the  dirt 

1  would  give  all  1  am  worth,  for  the  sake  of  mj 
country,  that  you  had  left  your  mantle  with  soo*^ 
body  in  the  house  of  commons,  or  that  s  doun 
honest  men  among  them  had  only  so  many  iliredi  (^ 
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it.— And  to,  liavhig  detpatched  all  our  friendB  in 
En^and,  off  flief  a  splinter,  and  knocks  two  go- 
reniors  of  Ireland  d^ui.  I  remember  we  nerer 
bad  leisure  to  think  of  that  kingdom.  The  poor  dead 
qusen  is  used  like  the  giant  Longaron  in  Babelais. 
Pantagruel  took  Longaron  by  the  heels,  and  made 
him  his  weapon  to  kill  twenty  other  giants ;  then  flung 
iiifli  orer  a  ri^er  into  the  town  and  killed  two  ducks 
tnd  an  old  cat*  I  could  talk  very  wisely  to  you,  but 
yoo  would  regard  me  not.  I  could  bid  you  rum  det* 
perare  de  republied  ;  and  say  that  res  nolunt  diu  male 
adminiitmru  But  I  will  cut  all  short,  and  assure 
joQ  that  if  you  do  not  save  us  I  will  not  be  at  the 
pains  of  racking  my  inyention  to  guess  how  we  shall 
be  tared ;  and  yet  I  haTe  read  Polybius. 

They  tell  me  you  have  a  tery  good  crop  of  wheat, 
bat  the  barley  is  bad.  Hay  will  certainly  be  dear 
Qtilns  we  haTe  an  open  winter.  I  hope  you  found 
yoor  bounds  in  good  condition,  and  that  Bright  has 
not  made  a  stirrup-leather  of  your  Jockey-belt. 

I  imagine  you  now  smoking  with  ]rour  humdrum 
•qaire  (I  forget  his  name),  who  can  go  home  at  mid- 
night and  open  a  doien  gates  when  he  is  drunk. 

I  beg  your  lordship  not  to  ask  me  to  lend  you  any 
money.  If  you  will  come  and  liye  at  the  deanery, 
ud  furnish  up  an  apartment.  I  will  find  you  in  Tic- 
tutls  and  drink,  which  Is  more  than  cTer  you  got  by 
the  eoart :  and,  as  proud  as  vou  are,  I  hope  to  see 
jOQ  aeoept  a  part  of  this  ofler  before  you  die. 

The take  this  country ;  it  has  in  three  weeks 

•polled  two  as  good  sixpenny  pamphlets  as  ever  a 
proclamation  was  issued  against.  And  since  we  talk 
of  that,  there  will  not  be  ••••♦•♦.» 
I  ihall  be  cured  of  loTing  England  as  the  fellow  was 
of  hi«  ague,  by  getting  himself  whipped  through  the 
town. 

I  would  retire  too  if  I  could ;  but  my  country-seat, 
where  I  haTe  an  acre  of  ground,  is  gone  to  ruin. 
The  wall  of  my  own  apartment  is  fallen  down,  and 
1  want  mud  to  rebuild  it,  and  straw  to  thatch  it. 
Bnides,  a  spiteful  neighbour  has  seised  on  six  feet 
of  ground,  carried  off  my  trees,  and  spoiled  my 
grore.  All  this  is  literally  true,  and  I  hsTC  not  for- 
titade  enough  to  go  and  see  those  deTastations. 

But  in  return,  I  Htc  a  country  life  in  town,  see 
nobody,  and  go  erery  day  once  to  prayers,  and  hope 
in  a  few  months  to  grow  as  stupid  as  the  present 
tituation  of  affkirs  will  require. 

^ell.  after  all,  parsons  are  not  such  bad  company* 
««peciaUy  when  they  are  under  subjection  ;  and  I  let 
none  but  such  come  near  me. 

Howeyer,  pray  God  forgiTC  them  by  whose  indo- 
lence, neglect,  or  want  of  friendship,  I  am  reduced 
to  life  with  twenty  leagues  of  salt  water  between 
yoor  lordship  and  me,  Ac.  Jonathan  Swift. 


FROM  DR.  ARBUTHNOT. 

October  19, 1714. 
Dcu  BaoTasR, — ^Even  in  affliction  your  letter  made 
n^  melancholT,  and  communicated  some  of  the  spleen 
which  you  had  when  you  wrote  it,  and  made  me  for- 
f«it  lome  of  my  reputation  of  cheerfulness  and  tem- 
per under  aiBictions.  HoweTer,  I  haTe  so  many 
'H^bjectf  amongst  my  friends  and  fellow-servants  to 
•♦^grieTedfor,  that  I  can  easily  turn  it  off  myself 
^th  credit  The  queen's  poor  serrants  are,  like  so 
**»y  poor  orphans,  exposed  in  the  Tcry  streets :  and 
those  vhose  past  obligations  of  gratitude  and  honour 
^^ht  to  have  engaged  them  to  haTe  represented  their 
^t  pass  by  them  like  so  many  abandoned  creatures, 
Without  the  possibility  of  eTer  being  able  to  make  the 

*  nrn  are  two  or  three  worda  in  the  mantiicript  totally 
"-MwdUlegihle. 


least  return  for  a  faTOur;  which  has  added  to  my 
theory  of  human  Tirtue. 

I  wish  I  did  not  only  haunt  you  in  the  obliging 
and  affectionate  sense  you  are  pleased  to  express  it, 
but  were  personally  present  with  you ;  and  I  think 
it  were  hardly  in  the  power  of  fortune  not  to  make 
some  minutes  pleasant.  I  dine  with  my  lord  and 
lady  Masham  to-day,  where  we  will  as  usually  re- 
member you* 

Ton  haTe  read,  ere  this  time,  **  The  History  of 
the  White  Staff,"^  which  is  either  contrived  by  an 
enemy,  or  by  himself,  to  bring  down  Tengeance :  and 
I  haTe  told  some  of  his  nearest  friends  so.  All  the 
dragon  [earl  of  Oxford]  can  say  will  not  give  him 
one  single  friend  amongst  the  whole  party ;  and 
therefore  I  CTen  wonder  at  him,  which  you  will  say 
is  a  strange  thing.  The  Tery  great  person  of  all 
[probably  king  George  I.]  can  hardlv  speak  of  him 
with  patience.  The  Conde  [earl  of  Peterborough] 
acts  like  a  man  of  spirit,  makes  up  to  the  king  and 
talks  to  him,  and  would  hsTc  acted  with  more  sense 
than  any  of  them,  could  he  have  had  anybody  to 
have  acted  along  with  him :  not  numerta  ntmta,  &c. 
The  man  you  speak  of  is  Just  as  you  describe,  so  I 
beg  pardon.  Shadwell  says  he  will  hsTC  my  place  at 
Chelsea.  Garth  told  me  his  merit  was,  giving  intel- 
ligence about  his  mistress's  health.  I  desired  he 
would  do  me  the  fsTOur  to  say  that  I  Talued  myself 
upon  quite  the  contrary,  and  I  hoped  to  Utc  to  see 
the  day  when  his  majesty  would  Talue  me  the  more 
for  it  too.  I  haTe  not  seen  anything  as  yet  to  make 
me  recant  a  certain  inconvenient  opinion  I  haTe, 
that  one  cannot  pay  too  dear  for  peace  of  mind. 

Poor  philosopher  Berkeley  has  now  the  idea^  of 
health,  which  was  Tery  hard  to  produce  in  him;  for 
he  had  an  idea  of  a  strange  fever  upon  him  so  strong 
that  it  was  very  hard  to  destroy  it  by  introducing  a 
contrary  one.  Poor  Gay  is  much  where  he  was, 
only  out  of  the  duchess's  [duchess  of  Monmouth] 
family  and  service.  He  has  some  confidence  in  the 
princess  and  countess  of  Picborough  ;  I  wish  it  may 
be  significant  to  him.  I  advised  him  to  make  a  poem 
upon  the  princess  before  she  came  OTcr,  describing 
her  to  the  English  ladies ;  for  it  seems  the  princess 
does  not  dislike  that.  (She  is  really  a  person  that  I 
belicTe  will  give  great  content  to  everybody.)  But 
Gay  was  in  such  a  groTeling  condition  as  to  the 
aflkirs  of  the  world,  that  his  Muse  would  not  stoop 
to  visit  him.  I  can  say  no  more  of  news  than  that 
you  will  find  the  proceedings  hitherto  haTe  been 
comparatiTcly  gentle.    Adieu • 

PROM  DR.  ARBUTHNOT  TO  MR.  FORD." 

October  1»,  1714. 
Dbar  Str,^I  thank* you  kindly  for  yours,  with  the 
enclosed  from  our  friend.  I  would  haTe  obeyed  your 
commands  as  to  *<  The  History  of  the  White  Staff;" 
but  there  really  is  no  answer  to  it,  more  than  a  thing 
that  rises  Just  out  of  what  is  said  in  the  history ; 
none  writ  on  purpose  by  any  one  that  knows.matters 
of  fact)  or  can  contradict  what  he  says  ;  or  Indeed 
writ  by  concert  of  the  persons  that  are  attacked.  And 
I  reckon  any  other  is  not  worth  your  while  to  read. 
The  dragon  denies  it ;  but,  as  I  told  the  governor,  it 
is  necessary  for  him  to  do  that  in  a  very  solemn  and 
strong  manner,  else  there  will  be  a  ripping  answer, 
as  you  say.    All  things  go  on  at  the  usual  rate.     £ 

•  A  TCunplet  by  Mr.  Dnnlel  De  Foe— "Hie  Secret  History 
of  the  white  Staff;  being  an  aectmnt  of  sfljiiri  under  the  ooo- 
dact  of  some  late  mioitters.  and  of  what  might  probably  have 
happened  if  her  m^jest^'  had  not  died.'' 

^  Thu  alladeft  to  liu  book,  in  which  he  attempt*  to  prove 
that  all  things  suppoaed  to  depend  upon  a  material  worlcl  fub* 
list  onl^  in  idea. 

«  Wntten  on  the  same  paper  with  the  Utt 
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am  at  an  uncertainty  BtiU  aa  to  my  little  oflSce.  I 
leave  them  to  do  just  as  they  please.  George  Field- 
ing and  brigadier  Briton  are  grooms  of  the  bed- 
chamber, which  does  not  seem  altogether  the  doing 
of  a  certain  great  man.  The  groom  of  the  stole  is 
still  uncertain,  lying  between  two  that  you  know.  I 
am  told  that  the  great  person  of  all  has  spoken  more 
contemptibly  of  the  dragon  than  of  anybody,  and  in 
Tery  hard  terms.  Has  not  he  managed  finely  at  last  1 
The  princess  gives  great  content  to  eyerybody.  I  will 
add  no  more,  being  to  write  on  the  other  side  to  the 
dean,  which  pray  forward. 

TO  SIR  ABTHUR  LANGFORD. 

Trim.  October  30.  1714. 
Sir, — I  was  to  wait  on  you  the  other  day,  and  was 
told  by  your  senrant  that  you  are  not  to  be  seen  till 
toward  evening,  which,  at  the  distance  I  am  at  this 
time  of  the  year,  cannot  easily  be  compassed.  My 
principal  business  was  to  let  you  know  that  since 
my  last  return  from  England  many  persons  have 
complained  to  me  that  I  suffered  a  conventicle  to  be 
kept  in  my  parish,  and  in  a  place  where  there  never 
was  any  before.  I  mentioned  this  to  your  nephew 
Rowley  in  Dublin  when  he  came  to  me  with  this 
message  from  you :  but  I  could  not  prevail  with  him 
to  write  to  you  about  it.  I  have  always  looked  upon 
you  as  an  honest  gentleman,  of  great  charity  and 
piety  in  your  way;  and  I  hope  you  will  remember  at 
the  same  time  that  it  becomes  you  to  be  a  legal  man, 
and  that  you  will  not  promote  nor  encourage,  much 
less  give  a  beginning  to,  a  thing  directly  contrary  tu 
the  law.  You  know  the  dissenters  in  Ireland  are 
suffered  to  have  their  conventicles  only  by  conniv- 
ance, and  that  [only  in  places  where  uey  formerly 
used  to  meet.  Whereas  this  conventicle  of  yours  is 
a  new  thing,  in  a  new  place,  entirely  of  your  own 
erection,  and  perverted  to  this  ill  use  from  the  design 
Tou  outwardly  seemed  to  have  intended  it  for.  It 
has  been  the  weakness  of  the  dissenters  to  be  too 
sanguine  and  assuming  upon  events  in  the  state 
which  appeared  to  give  them  the  least  encourage- 
ment ;  and  this,  in  other  turns  of  affairs,  has  proved 
very  much  to  their  disadvantage.  The  roost  mode- 
rate churchmen  may  be  apt  to  resent  when  they  see 
a  sect,  without  toleration  by  law,  insulting  the  esta- 
blished religion.  Whenever  the  legislature  shall 
think  fit  to  give  them  leave  to  build  new  conventicles, 
all  good  churchmen  will  submit :  but  till  then  we  can 
hardly  see  it  without  betraying  our  church.  1  hope, 
therefore,  you  will  not  think  it  hard  if  I  take  those 
methods  which  my  duty  obliges  me  to  prevent  this 
growing  evil  as  far  as  it  lies  in  my  power,  unless  you 
shall  think  fit,  from  your  own  prudence,  or  the  ad- 
vice of  some  underatanding  friends,  to  shut  up  the 
doors  of  that  conventicle  for  the  future.  I  am,  with 
true  friendship  and  esteem,  sir,  your  most  obedient 
humble  servant,  B. 

FROM  ERASMUS  LEWIS,  ESQ. 

November  4,  1714. 
Sir, — I  have  one  letter  from  you  to  acknowledge, 
which  I  will  do  very  soon.  In  the  mean  time  I  send 
this  to  acquaint  you  that,  if  you  have  not  already  hid 
your  papers  in  some  private  place  in  the  hands  of  a 
trusty  friend,  I  fear  they  will  fall  Into  the  hands  of 
our  enemies.  Sure  you  have  already  taken  care  in 
this  matter,  by  what  the  public  prints  told  you  of 
the  proceedings  of  the  great  men  toward  the  earl  of 
StraiBbrd  and  Mr.  Prior.  However,  for  greater  cau- 
tion, this  is  sent  you  by .  I  am,  &c. 

FROM  MISS  VANHOMRIOH. 

Dablin.  1714. 
-^e  had  a  maxim,  which  was  to  act  what  was 


right  and  not  mind  what  the  world  would  tay.  I 
wish  you  woold  keep  to  it  now.  Pray,  whst  can  be 
wrong  in  seeing  and  advising  an  unhappy  }ouar 
woman  1  I  cannot  imagine.  Yon  cannot  but  knot 
that  your  frowns  make  my  life  unsupportsble.  \<n 
have  taught  me  to  distinguish,  and  then  to  leave  o« 
miserable.  Now  all  I  beg  is,  that  you  will  for  oate 
counterfeit  (since  you  cannot  otherwise)  that  ia- 
dulgent  friend  you  once  were,  till  I  get  the  better  o( 
these  difficulties. 

FROM  THE  SAME. 

Dnblia.  17  U. 
You  bid  me  be  easy  and  you  would  see  me  as  oftea 
as  you  could.     You  had  better  have  said,  atofun  ii 
you  could  get  the  better  of  your  inclination  » 
much ;  or  as  often  as  you  remembered  there  wis 
such  a  one  in  the  world*     If  you  continue  to  tmt 
me  as  you  do  you  will  not  be  made  uneasy  b)  me 
long.    It  is  imposaible  to  describe  what  I  have  suf- 
fered since  I  saw  you  last.     I  am  sure  I  could  h»M 
borne  the  rack  much  better  than  those  killing  vonb 
of  yours.     Sometimes  I  have  resolved  to  die  vithoai 
seeing  you  more ;  but  those  resolve*,  to  your  misibr- 
tune,  did  not  last  long.     For  there  is  something;  in 
human  nature  that  prompts  one  so  to  find  relirf  it 
this  world  I  must  give  way  to  it,  and  beg  you  would 
see  me  and  speak  kindly  to  me,  for  I  am  lure  jou 
would  not  condemn  any  one  to  Buffer  what  1  have 
done  could  you  but  know  it.     The  reason  I  write  to 
you  is,  because  I  cannot  tell  it  to  you  should  1  «f< 
you.     For  when  I  begin  to  complain,  then  }ou  are 
angry ;  and  there  is  something  in  your  looks  ao  awtol 
that  it  strikes  me  dumb.     Oh!  that  vou  may  biTc 
but  so  much  regard  for  me  left  that  this  complaut 
may  touch  your  soul  with  pity.     I  say  aa  little  t» 
ever  I  can ;  did  you  but  know  what  I  thought,  1  un 
sure  it  would  move  yuu  to  forgive  me,  and  beliete  I 
cannot  help  telling  you  this  and  live.^ 


FROM  DR.  ARBUTHNOT  TO  MR.  FORD> 

Nof«Bber.  1714. 
Dear  Friend, — I  hope  this  will  find  you  in  good 
health,  and  I  hope  in  greater  tranquillity  of  mifid 
than  when  we  used  to  lament  together  at  your  ofict 
for  the  eternal  fiiults  of  our  friends.  I  have  seen  tht 
dragon  thrice  since  I  wrote  to  you.  He  la  withiMH 
shadow  of  change,  the  greatest  example  of  as  ua* 
shaken  tranquillity  of  mind  that  ever  I  yet  aa*. 
seeming  perfectly  wellsatibfied  with  his  owuconiu^ 
in  every  particular.  You  know  we  have  often  Mid 
that  there  is  but  one  dragon  m  rerum  natwrd,  I  do 
not  know  what  he  thinks,  but  I  am  perfectly  ««!! 
satisfied  that  there  will  not  be  that  one  dragon  left 
if  some  people  have  their  will.  Haly  Bm,  tbej 
say,  struggles  for  his  son-in-law.  It  is  generooi  asd 
grateful.  There  is  a  prodigious  quarrel  betvcen  bin 
and  the  president  about  it.^^  I  have  given  you  the 
trouble  of  the  adjoined  for  the  dean,  as  also  a  loap 
of  a  letter  for  him  which  we  had  be^^un  at  our  dobi 
but  did  not  finish  ;  Dr.  Pamell  not  going  as  he  said. 
I  am  not  yet  out,  but  expect  to  be  soon    Adieu. 

I  had  almost  forgotten  to  tell  you  of  the  pretender*) 
declaration,  in  which  there  are  words  to  this  pur. 

•  A  lettar  ftam  Dr.  Swift,  dated  Philipitotra.  Vona^  V 
1714,  aaya  thai  he  wu  going  to  a  friend  upoa  a  mmiae,  beiax 
then  a  mile  from  Trim,  when  Misa  Vanhomriidi  •  acmat  •m- 
iook  him  with  a  letter.  She  wa^i  then  at  KilriMhM.  aad  veeH 
go  to  town  on  the  Monday  following,  to  her  lodidag  tn  l^n 
Btile^alley.  Hecoadudea  thua :  *'  I  have  rode  a  tedkHaJotfM? 
to-day,  and  can  aay  no  more.  Nor  ahall  yuu  know  whMc  1  >» 
till  I  come,  and  then  I  will  See  you.  A  Og  for  your  hUen  «ad 
mcMagea.    Adieu." 

>>  Indorsed.  '*  Received  December  2, 1714. 

*  Daniel  earl  of  Nottingham* 
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|MMe :— *'  That  he  had  no  reason  to  douht  of  the 
good  intention  of  hia  tister,  which  was  the  reason 
that  he  tat  quiet  in  her  time,  hut  now  was  disap- 
pointed by  the  deplorable  accident  of  her  sudden 
death." 


FROM  THS  SAME. 

NoTembw.  1714. 
DxAa  BaOTBKR, — I  send  you  the  scrap  of  a  letter 
bexnn  to  you  by  the  whole  society,  because  I  sup- 
poM  yon  CTen  yalue  the  fragments  of  your  friends. 
The  honest  gentleman^  at  whose  lodgings  we  wrote 
is  gone  for  France.  I  really  Talue  your  judgment 
extremely  in  choosing  your  friends.  1  think  worthy 
Mr.  Ford  is  an  instance  of  it,  being  an  honest,  sen- 
sible, firm,  friendly  man,  €t  quaiia  ab  inc^tlu  proeei' 
matt  ftc.  Though,  by  the  way,  praising  your 
jodgment  is  a  little  compliment  to  myself,  which  I 
tm  tpt  to  fall  into  of  late,  nobody  now  being  at  the 
trouble  of  doing  it  for  me.  The  Pamellian,  who 
wai  to  have  carried  this  letter,  seems  to  have  changed 
hit  mind  1^  some  sudden  turns  in  bis  affairs,  but  I 
with  bis  hopes  may  not  be  the  effect  of  some  acci- 
dental thing  working  upon  his  spirits,  rather  than 
tny  weli-groonded  project. 

If  it  be  any  pleasure  to  you,  I  can  assure  you  that 
joQ  tre  remembered  kindly  by  your  frienda,  and 
I  beliere  not  altogether  forgot  by  your  enemies.  I 
think  both  is  for  your  reputation.  I  am  told  that 
I  am  to  lose  my  little  preferment  :^  however,  I  hope 
to  be  able  to  keep  a  little  habitation  warm  in  town. 
I  cannot  but  say  I  think  there  is  one  thing  In  your 
circamstance  that  must  make  any  man  happy,  which 
ii,  a  liberty  to  preach.  Such  a  prodigious  privilege, 
tlitt,  if  it  did  not  border  upon  simony,  I  could  really 
porchsse  it  for  a  sum  of  money.  For  my  part,  I 
Bever  imagine  any  man  can  be  uneasy  that  has  the 
opportunity  of  renting  himself  to  a  whole  congrega- 
tioQ  once  a-week.  And  you  may  pretend  what  you 
trill,  I  am  sure  you  think  so  too,  or  you  do  not  judge 
n^hL  As  for  news,  I  never  inquire  about  any. 
Fuimmt  TrMt,  &c.  Sed  nunc  ferox  Jtqnier  trwutU" 
i»t  omnia  ^  Arpoi. 

My  present  politics  is  to  give  no  disturbance  to  the 

prpient  folks  in  the  due  exercise  of  their  power,  for 

(fu  of  forcing  them  to  do  very  strange  things,  rather 

(ban  part  with  what  they  love  so  well.     Untoward 

deports  in  the  country  will   make  elections  dearer, 

which  I  am  sorry  for.    The  dragon  I  am  afraid  will 

hr  ttnick  at.     Adieu,  In  haste. 

I  mutt  not  forget  to  tell  you  a  passage  of  the  pretend- 

«*•  declaration  to  this  purpose  : — "  That  he  had  no 

reuon  to  doubt  of  the  good  intention  of  his  sister, 

which  was  the  reason  that  he  sat  quiet  in  her 

time ;  but  now  was  disappointed  by  the  deplorable 

accident  of  her  sudden  death." 


TO  MONSIEUR  GIRALDI 
[Secretary  to  the  duke  of  Tuteany]. 

Db  Dublin,  en  IreUnde, 
F«vrler  S».  17U>15. 
MusiiBCB, — Je  prends  la  liberty  de  vous  presenter  le 
P'-rteur  de  celni-ci.  Monsieur  Howard,  gentilhomme 
**^tnl  el  de  condition  de  ce  pays-ci ;  qui  pretend  de 
&ir«  le  tour  d'ltalie  ;  et  qui,  £tsnt  chanoine  en  mon 
(tojenn^  et  professeur  de  college  ici,  veut  en  voyage- 
^t  parmi  les  cathoUques  s'opiniatrer  le  plus  dans 
Hin  h^rtsie.  Et  aprcs  tout,  monsieur,  il  n'est  que 
juftte,  puisque  vous  avez  d6rob6  notre  franchise  An- 
^oitr  poor  I'ajouter  k  votre  politesse  Italienne,  que 
qorlquev-nns  de  nous-autres  tramontanes  devoient 
en  «0}ageant  chez  vous  faire  des  repr^sailles.     Vous 

■  Written  on  the  ume  iMipcr  with  the  la«t- 
Plijdmo  to  the  roysi  boatehoM. 


me  sonffries  aussi  de  vons  prier  de  presenter  met 
trte  humbles  devoirs  k  son  altesse  royale  le  gnnd  due. 

Four  mon  particulier,  monsieur,  je  prends  la 
liberty  de  votis  dire  que,  deux  mois  devant  la  mort 
de  la  reine,  voyantf  qu'il  6toit  tout-i-fait  impossible 
de  raccommoder  mes  amis  du  ministdre,  je  me 
retirai  k  la  campagne  en  Berkshire,  d'oO  aprds  ce 
triste  6v6nement  je  venois  en  Irelande,  oH  je  de« 
meure  en  mon  doyenn^,  et  attends  avec  la  r^ignation 
d'lm  bon  chr6tien  la  mine  de  notre  cause  et  de  mes 
amis,  menaces  tons  le  jours  par  la  faction  dominante. 
Car  ces  messieurs  sont  tout-A-foit  r^soiu  de  trancher 
une  demi-dousaine  de  t^tes  des  meilleures  d*Angle- 
terre,  et  que  vous  aves  fort  bien  connoes  et  estim^es. 
Dieu  salt  quel  en  sera  I'iv^nement.  Four  mois,  j'ai 
quitt6  pour  jamais  la  politique,  et  avec  la  permission 
des  bonnes  gens  qui  sont  maintenant  en  vogue,  je 
demeurerai  la  reste  de  ma  vie  en  mon  hermitage  pour 
songer  &  mon  salut. 

Adieu,  monsieur,  et  me  iaites  la  justice  de  croire 
que  je  suis,  avec  beaucoup  de  respect,  monsieur, 
votre,  &c.  - 

TO  MR.  OIRALDI. 

Dublin.  Fbhnunr  t5,  I714-1ft. 
Sir, — I  take  the  liberty  to  recommend  to  you  the 
bearer,  Mr.  Howard,  a  learned  gentleman  of  good 
family  in  this  country,  who  intends  to  make  the  tour 
of  Italy,  and  being  a  canon  in  my  deanery,  and 
professor  of  a  college  in  this  university,  would  fain 
be  confirmed  in  his  heresy  by  travelling  among  catho- 
lics. And  after  all,  sir,  it  is  but  just  that,  since  you 
have  borrowed  our  English  frankness  and  sincerity 
to  ingraft  on  your  It^ian  politeness,  some  of  us 
tramontanes  should  make  reprisals  on  you  by  tra- 
velling. You  will  also  permit  me  to  beg  you  will  be 
be  so  kind  as  to  present  my  most  humble  duty  to  hia 
royal  highness  the  grand  duke. 

With  regard  to  myself,  I  will  be  so  free  as  to  tell 
you  that  two  months  before  the  queen's  decease, 
finding  that  it  was  impossible  to  reconcile  my  friends 
of  the  ministry,  I  retired  to  a  country-house  in 
Berkshire ;  from  whence  after  the  melancholy  event 
I  came  over  to  Ireland,  where  I  now  reside  upon  my 
deanery,  and  with  christian  resignation  wait  for  the 
destruction  of  our  cause  and  of  my  friends,  which 
the  reigning  &ction  are  daily  contriving.  For  these 
gentlemen  are  absolutely  determined  to  strike  off 
half  a  dosen  heads  of  the  best  men  in  England, 
whom  you  intimately  knew  and  esteemed.  God 
knows  what  will  be  the  consequence.  For  my  part 
I  have  bid  adieu  to  politics,  and  with  the  good  leave 
of  the  honest  men  who  are  now  in  power,  I  shall 
spend  the  remainder  of  my  days  in  my  hermitage, 
and  attend  entirely  to  my  own  private  affairs.  Adieu, 
sir,  and  do  me  the  justice  to  believe  that  I  am,  with 
great  respect,  sir,  yours,  &c. 

TO  MR.  POPE. 

Dublin.  June  tS.  1715. 
My  lord  bishop  of  Cloghei*  gave  me  your  kind  letter 
full  of  reproaches  for  my  not  writing.  I  am  natu- 
rally no  ver}'  exact  correspondent,  and  when  I  leave 
a  country  without  probability  of  returning,  I  think 
as  seldom  as  I  can  of  what  I  loved  or  esteemed  in  it, 
to  avoid  the  detiderium  which  of  all  things  makes  life 
most  uneasy.  But  you  must  give  me  leave  to  add 
one  thing,  that  you  talk  at  your  ease,  being  wholly 
unconcerned  in  public  events :  for  if  your  friends  the 

•  Dr.  St.  Goorgn  Ashe,  a  fellow  of  Trinity  college.  Dublin 
(to  whom  the  deiin  waa  pupil),  afterwards  biahop  oX  Oogher. 
1697,  andtmnaUted  lo  the  iee  of  Dcrry  in  1716- 17.  He  married 
Swift  iu  Mra.  Johuaon,  17I6>17,  and  lierfomed  the  ceremony 
in  a  garden. 
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Whigs^  continue  you  may  hope  for  some  faToor ;  if 
the  Tories  return^  you  are  at  least  sure  of  quiet.  You 
know  how  well  I  loved  hoth  lord  Oxford  and  Boling- 
bruke,  and  how  dear  the  duke  of  Ormond  is  to  me  : 
do  you  imagine  I  can  be  easy  while  their  enemies 
are  endeavouring  to  take  off  their  heads  t  Jnimc,  et 
versus  tecum  medUars  eatwros* — Do  you  imagine  I 
can  be  easy  when  1  think  of  the  probable  conse- 
quences of  these  proceedings,  perhaps  upon  the  very 
peace  of  the  nation,  but  certainly  of  the  minds  of  so 
many  hundred  thousand  good  subjects  1  Upon  the 
whole,  you  may  truly  attribute  my  silence  to  the 
eclipse,  but  it  was  that  eclipse  which  happened  on 
the  ist  of  August.*' 

I  borrowed  your  Homer  from  the  bishop  (mine  is 
not  yet  landed),  and  read  it  out  in  two  evenings. 

If  it  pleases  others  as  well  as  me,  you  have  got  your 
end  in  profit  and  reputation ;  vet  I  am  angry  at  some 
bad  rhymes  and  triplets  ;  and  pray  in  your  next  do 
not  let  me  have  so  many  unjustifiable  rhymes  to  war 
and  gods.  I  tell  you  all  the  faults  I  know,  only  in 
one  or  two  places  you  are  a  little  too  obscure :  but  I 
expected  you  to  be  so  in  one  or  two  and  twenty. 
I  have  heard  no  foul  talk  of  it  here,  for  indeed  it  is 
not  come  over,  nor  do  we  very  much  abound  in 
judges,  at  least  I  have  not  the  honour  to  be  ac- 
quainted with  them.  Your  notes  are  perfectly  good, 
and  BO  are  your  preface  and  essay.  You  were  pretty 
bold  in  mentioning  lord  Bolingbroke  in  that  preface. 
I  saw  the  *'  Key  to  the  Lock"  but  yesterday :  I  think 
you  have  changed  it  a  good  deal  to  adapt  it  to  the 
present  times. 

God  be  thanked,  I  have  yet  no  parliamentary  bu- 
siness, and  if  they  have  none  with  me  I  shall  never 
seek  their  acquaintance.  I  have  not  been  very  fond 
of  them  for  some  years  past,  not  when  I  thought  them 
tolerably  good ;  and  therefore  if  I  can  get  leave  to 
be  absent  I  shall  be  much  inclined  to  be  on  that  side 
when  there  is  a  parliament  on  this  :  but  truly  I  must 
be  a  little  easy  in  my  mind^  before  I  can  think  of 
Scriblenis. 

You  are  to  understand  that  I  live  in  the  comer  of 
a  vast  unfurnished  house :  my  &mily  consists  of  a 
steward,  a  groom,  a  helper  in  the  stable,  a  Jbotman, 
and  an  old  maid,  who  are  all  at  board-wages ;  and 
when  I  do  not  dine  abroad  or  make  an  entertain, 
ment  (which  lost  is  very  rare),  I  eat  a  mutton-pie 
and  drink  half  a  pint  of  wine  :  my  amusements  are 
defending  my  small  dominions  against  the  arch- 
bishop, and  endeavouring  to  reduce  my  rebellious 
choir.  Perditvr  hoc  inter  misero  lux*  I  desire  you 
will  present  my  humble  service  to  Mr.  Addison,  Mr. 
Congpreve,  Mr.  Rowe,  and  Gay. — ^I  am,  and  will  be 
always,  extremely  yours,  &c.      Jonathan  Swift. 

TO  THE  EARL  OF  OXFORD. 

Dublin.  Jidy  1»,  1715. 
My  Lord, — It  may  look  like  an  idle  or  officious 

•  l\fpe  for  aoine  time  preaerved«*aort  of  neutrality  inpolitiet. 
**  In  a  munueript  letter  of  lord  Bolingbroke  it  u  nid  '*  that 

George  I.  let  out  from  Ilanover  with  a  resolution  of  opprMsing 
no  let  of  men  tlut  would  be  quiet  sut^ects.  But  as  soon  as  he 
came  into  Holland  a  contrary  resolution  whs  taken  at  the 
earnest  importnnitv  of  the  allies,  and  particularly  of  Heinsius 
and  soibe  of  the  Whigs.  Lord  Townshend  came  triumphing 
to  acquaint  lord  Somers  with  all  the  measures  of  proscription 
and  persecution  which  they  intended,  and  to  whicii  the  Kiuf 
had  at  last  consented.  The  old  peer  asked  what  he  meant,  and 
shed  tears  on  the  foresight  of  uMiasarfs  like  those  of  the  Roman 
Triumvirate. ' 

•  Alluding  to  the  doath  of  queen  Anne  on  the  1st  of  August. 
'  Never  was  exhibited  so  strons  and  lamentable  a  picture 

of  disappoioted  ambition  as  in  this  and  some  other  letters  of 
the  dean.  When  we  cunsider  the  fidelity  and  ability  with  which 
he  served  the  queen's  last  ministry,  we  are  snrnrised  that  they 
gave  him  no  higher  preferment,  bat  banished  nim,  as  it  were, 
to  Ireland. 


thing  in  me  to  give  your  lordship  any  inttmiptioii 
under  your  present  circumstances ;  yet  I  could  never 
forgive  myself  if,  after  being  treated  for  several  yetn 
with  the  greatest  kindness  and  distinction  by  a  per- 
son of  your  lordship's  virtue,  I  should  omit  makin; 
you  at  this  time  the  humblest  offers  of  my  poor 
service  and  attendance.  It  is  Uie  first  time  1  ever 
solicited  you  in  my  own  behalf;  and  if  I  sm  reiwd 
it  will  be  the  first  request  you  ever  refined  ne. 
I  do  not  think  myself  obliged  to  regulate  my  opiniosi 
by  the  proceedings  of  a  house  of  lords  or  common ; 
and  therefore,  however  they  may  acquit  themiehfli 
in  your  lordship's  case,  I  shall  take  the  liberty  of 
thinking  and  calling  your  lordship  the  ablest  ud 
faithfullest  minister  and  truest  lover  of  your  coontry 
that  this  age  has  produced  ;  and  I  have  already  takes 
care  that  you  shaU  be  so  represented  to  poiteritr,  is 
spite  of  all  the  rage  and  malice  of  your  enemiei. 
And  this  I  know  will  not  be  wholly  indifferent  to 
yoiu*  lordship,  who,  next  to  a  good  oonsdenee,  il- 
waj's  esteemed  reputation  your  beet  posiesioo. 
Your  intrepid  behaviour  under  this  proseeuUoo 
astonishes  every  one  but  me,  who  know  you  w  well, 
and  how  little  it  is  in  tiie  power  of  human  adiom  « 
events  to  discompose  you.  I  have  seen  your  lofd- 
ship  labouring  under  great  difflcolties  and  eiposed 
to  great  dangers,  and  overcoming  both  by  the  provi* 
dence  of  God  and  your  own  wisdom  and  eowtfe. 
Tour  life  has  been  already  attempted  by  pnitte  m* 
lice  ;  it  is  now  pursued  by  publio  resentment  No- 
thing else  remained.  You  were  destined  to  both 
trials ;  and  the  same  power  which  delivered  yoo  oot 
of  the  paws  of  the  lion  and  the  bear  will  1  trait  di- 
liver  you  out  of  the  hands  of  the  aneireomnied. 

I  can  write  no  more.  You  suftr  for  a  good 
cause ;  for  having  preserved  your  country,  and  fcr 
having  been  the  great  instrument  under  God  of  his 
present  majesty's  peaceable  accession  to  the  throne' 
This  I  know,  and  this  your  enemies  know;  iDdlha 
I  will  take  care  that  all  the  world  shall  know,  vA 
future  ages  be  convinced  of.  God  Almighty  protect 
you,  and  continue  to  you  that  fortitude  and  mspsr 
nimity  he  has  endowed  you  with  1 — Farewell 

Jonathan  Swirr. 


FROM  DR.  ARBUTHNOT. 

Aumtt  I.  ni}- ' 
I  ascBiVED  your  very  Heraclitian  letter.  I  am  kioder 
than  you:  I  desire  to  hear  your  complaints,  i&d 
will  always  share  them  when  I  cannot  remoTe  them. 
I  should  have  the  same  concern  for  thingi  u  )^* 
were  I  not  convinced  that  a  comet  will  vaikt  mo^H 
more  strange  revolutions  upon  the  lace  of  our  globe 
than  all  the  petty  changes  that  can  be  occasioned  l^ 
governments  and  ministers.  And  you  ^rill  allow  it 
to  be  a  matter  of  importance  to  think  of  methods  to 
save  oneself  and  family  in  such  a  terrible  sbock< 
when  this  whole  earth  will  turn  upon  new  pole*» 
and  revolve  in  a  new  orbit.  I  consider  mpelf  t*  t 
poor  passenger,  and  that  the  earth  is  not  to  be  ^* 
saken  nor  the  rocks  removed  from  me.  But  jouaiv 
certainly  some  first  minister  of  a  great  mooarcK 
who  for  some  misbehariour  are  condemned  in  tiis 
revolution  of  things  to  govern  a  chapter  and  a  choir 
of  singing-men.  I  am  sure  I  should  think  is)^^ 
happy  if  I  had  only  such  a  province  as  the  l&ttir. 
Certainly  your  chapter  is  too  peaceable,  and  sot  li^e 
other  chapters,  else  they  would  give  you  more  orca- 
pation.  You  see  I  begin  with  philosophy.  At  to 
business,  I  this  moment  saw  the  dragon.  He  M 
your  letters,  and  showed  them  to  me  some  lixnr  igEO, 
and  seems  to  be  mighty  fond  of  the  project ;  onlj  tie 
is  to  be  at  Wimple,  and  not  in  Herefoidshire,  and  it 
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is  but  i  itep  ikrther.*    He  U  to  write  thii  night,  if 
you  beliere  him,  to  that  Tery  purpose  ;  nay,  I  am  to 
have  the  letter  to  encloae,  and  I  intend  to  keep  mine 
open  till  eleven.      It  is  strange  that  you  should 
iflugiae  the  dragon  had  cast  his  9xumm  in  his  den,^ 
or  that  confinement  is  a  cure  for  inactivity ;  so  far 
froiB  it,  sU  these  habits  are  ten  times  stronger  upon 
him  than  erer.    Lewis  will  furnish  you  with  a  col- 
lection of  new  storiea  that  are  as  far  beyond  the  old 
oaesas  you  can  imagine.    Therefore  I  say  again, 
come,  and  you  will  be  far  from  6nding  any  such 
diiBtl  scenes  as  you  describe.    Your  own  letter  will 
fiimith  you  with  topics  to  conquer  your  melancholy. 
For  in  sttch  a  mutability  what  is  it  that  must  not  in 
time  east  up  1    Even  the  return  of  that  brother*  you 
mention.    And  as  phUosophical  as  I  am,  I  should 
be  Tery  sad  if  I  did  not  think  Uiat  very  probable  and 
feuible;    As  to  your  friends,  though  the  world  is 
changed  to  them,  they  are  not  changed  to  you ;  and 
)ou  will  be  caressed  as  much  as  ever,  and  by  some 
that  bore  you  no  good  will  formerly.     Do  you  think 
there  is  no  pleaanre  in  hearing  the  Hanover  Club^ 
dedaim  upon  the  clemency  and  gentleness  of  the  late 
lei^  and  a  thousand  stranger  things!    As  for  the 
couatitution,  it  in  in  no  more  danger  than  a  strong 
man  that  has  got  a  little  surfeit  by  drunkenness. 
AU  will  be  well,  and  people  recover  their  sober 
•enacs  every  day.     Several  of  your  friends  dine  with 
me  lo-day;    huiy  Maaham,    Jo.    Drummond,    the 
judfe,  &c. ;  when  you  will  be  remembered.     I  wish 
1  could  return  your  comfdiments  as  to  my  wife  and 
baima.    Sure  you  are  a  very  ill  husband,  for  you 
had  the  complete  thousand  vrhen  you  was  in  iiig- 
land,  and  sixpence  of  another  thousand  given  by  the 
ilngon.    I  remember  that  full  well.     Lewis  is  gone 
hia  jirogress.     I  shall  be  at  Bath  in  a  fortnight. 
Come  that  way.     Adieu. 

I  really  think  the  person  I  recommended  will  do 
well;  he  will  be  quite  another  thing  before 
Michaelmas,  with  Rosingrave's  teaching,  Ac.  He 
haa  a  good  voice. 

FROM  THE  RKV.  DR.  ROBERT  FRIEND 
(Maalrr  of  Weatminster  aehool). 

Woalmiaater.  Sepiember  SO.  1715. 
Ml.  DxAV, — I  am  much  obliged  to  lady  Kerry  for 
lining  you  an  occasion  of  writing,  and  shall  always 
he  pleased  in  receiving  any  commands  from  you. 
Mr.  Fitinuuriee  *  is  Tery  promising,  and  a  favourite 
of  mine  already.  I  had  never  seen  or  heard  from 
any  one  that  was  concerned  for  him  till  I  had  the 
&Tour  of  yours  ;  but  as  I  had  taken  a  particular  no- 
tice of  him  on  his  own  account,  I  shall  now  do  it 
much  more  upon  yours.  This  will  be  brought  to 
jou  by  your  kinsman  Mr.  Bolt.  I  am  glad  I  can 
tell  you  that  he  has  behaved  himself  very  well  here. 
He  is  not  of  the  highest  sort,  but  is  very  sober 
uul  industrious,  and  will  work  out  his  way,  and  I 
UfUere  deserve  any  encouragement  you  are  pleased 
to  gire  him*  Things  are  in  an  odd  posture  with  us 
kt  pment ;  and  the  state  of  banishment  you  are  in 
maybe  endured  without  much  regret;  however,  I 
^all  hope  in  a  little  time  to  see  you  here,  when 
more  of  your  friends  are  in  town. 

The  bishop  ^  and  mv  brother  John  are  much  yours, 
Lnd  very  desirous  of  a  happy  meeting  with  you. 
B<r(bre  thia  cnn  be  with  you,  you  vrill  be  able  to 
rueas  how  soon  that  may  happen.     May  it  be  as 


soon  as  is  wished  by,  sir,  your  moat  obedient  and 
faithful  humble  servant,  Robbrt  FsiBifP. 


■  AUttdmg  to  the  ririt  Swift  offered  him. 
^  H«*  WM  was  to  the  Tower. 
'  fiuiuiftirok*. 

*  Haaovrr  dab.  of  which  AmYirooe  PhiUpa,  eiq . 

*  H«  had  bcra  iiUced  mt  the  aehool  by  BwUt. 
'  Dr.  Fiamels  Attcrbury,  bishop  of  Rochester. 


aeetetary. 


FROM  THE  DUCHESS  OF  ORMOND. 

October  17. 1715. 
Sib, — I  was  extremelv  pleased  to  find  you  had  not 
forgot  your  friends  wnen  it  is  so  hard  for  them  to 
write  to  you,  and  by  their  concern  for  you  put  you 
in  mind  of  them.  But  I  find  no  misfortunes  can 
lessen  your  friendship,  which  is  so  great  as  to  blind 
you  on  the  side  of  their  &ult8,  and  make  you  believe 
you  see  Tirtues  in  them  it  were  happy  for  them  they 
enjoyed  in  any  degree ;  for  1  am  sure  some  of  those 
you  named  are  much  wanted  at  this  time.  I  was, 
as  you  heard,  Tery  well  pleased  that  my  friend*  was 
safe  as  to  his  person,  but  very  uneasy  at  seeing  his 
reputation  so  treated.  As  to  his  fortune,  it  is  yet  in 
dispute.  However,  as  long  as  he  is  well,  I  am  sa- 
ttsfled.  It  is  with  difficulty  I  do  hear ;  but  now  and 
then  a  straggling  body  brings  me  an  account  of  him : 
for  there  has  been  no  encouragement  to  write  by  the 
post,  all  letters  miscarrying  that  either  he  or  I  have 
wrote  that  way;  that  we  have  giren  it  oyer  now,  and 
trust  to  accident  for  the  news  of  each  other.  I  hope 
I  shall  hear  from  you  oftener  than  I  have  done  for 
some  months  past ;  for  no  friend  you  have  has  more 
respect  for  you  than  your  moat  humb\e  servant. 
Your  niece  Betty  ^  is  your  humble  servant. 


TO  BISHOP  ATTERBURY. 

Dublin.  March  >4, 1716. 
Mt  Lobd, — ^As  much  of  your  lordship's  thoughts 
and  time  are  employed  at  present,  you  must  give  me 
leave  to  interrupt  them,  and— which  is  worse — for  a 
trifle ;  thotigb,  by  the  accidents  of  time  and  party, 
of  some  consequence  and  great  Taxation  to  me.  I 
am  here  at  the  head  of  three-and>twenty  dignitaries 
and  prebendaries,  whereof  the  m^or  part,  differing 
from  me  in  principles,  have  taken  a  fancy  to  oppose 
me  upon  all  occasions  in  the  chapter-house  ;  and  a 
ringleader  among  them  has  presumed  to  debate  my 
power  of  propoaing,  or  my  negative,  though  it  is 
what  the  deans  of  this  cathedral  have  possessed  for 
time  immemorial,  and  what  has  never  been  once 
disputed.  Our  constitution  was  taken  from  that  of 
Sarum ;  and  the  knowledge  of  what  is  practised 
there  in  the  like  case  would  be  of  great  use  to  me. 
I  have  written  this  post  to  Dr.  Younger,^  to  desire 
he  would  inform  me  in  thia  matter ;  but  having  only 
a  slender  acquaintance  with  him,  I  would  beg  your 
lordship  to  second  my  request  that  the  dean  would 
please  to  let  me  know  the  practice  of  his  cathedral 
and  his  power  In  this  point  I  would  likewise  de- 
sire your  lordship  to  let  me  know  how  it  is  at  West- 
minster and  the  two  other  cathedrak,  with  whose 
customs  you  may  be  acquainted. 

Pray,  my  lord,  pardon  this  idle  request  from  one 
that  loves  and  esteems  you,  as  you  know  I  do.  I 
once  thought  it  would  never  be  my  misfortune  to 
entertain  you  at  so  scurvy  a  rate,  at  least  not  at  so 
great  a  distance,  or  with  so  much  constraint : 

"  sis  felU,  noatrumque  levee  [f  do  not  like  f  iticMSfiK']  kborem : 
Et  quo  vub  oolo  tandem,  quHMia  orbia  in  oria 
Jactemur,  doeeaa.*** 

The  greatest  felicity  I  now  have  is  that  I  am 

•  The  dnke,  who.  bdof  aoapeeted  of  treaaon,  went  abroad. 
^  Her  grace**  daushter. 

•  Of  Magdalen  collefce.  Oxford,  and  dean  of  Salisbury. 

'  The  fwecMifM  of  VirgU  waa  more  IhTouvable  to  the  aealona 
admlrera  of  thn  memory  of  queen  Anue. 

*  "  But  tell  a  atranger,  long  in  tempfsta  toaa'd, 
What  earth  we  tread,  or  who  commandt  the  coast." 

DsTDBir,  JBa.  1. 4ft7. 
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utterly  ignoraDt  of  the  moet  public  erentB  that  hap- 
pen iu  the  'world : 

"  Multa  gemeiu  i^ominuun  plagaaquo,**  Sec. 
I  am,  with  the  greatest  respect  and  truth,  my  lord, 
your  lordship's  most  dutiful  and  most  humble  serrant, 

JoNATiiAM  Swift. 


FROM  BISHOP  ATTERBURY. 

Broaliry  Palace,  April  6»  1716. 
Good  Mk.  Dean, — My  gout  kept  me  so  long  a  pri- 
soner at  Westminster  this  winter  that  I  have  fixed  at 
Bromley  this  sprang  much  sooner  than  ever  I  yet  did ; 
for  which  reason  my  meeting  with  Dr.  Younger  will 
be  more  difficult  than  it  would  be  had  1  been  still  at 
the  deanery.* 

The  best  (or  rather  the  worst)  is,  that  I  beliere 
he  can  say  nothing  to  you  upon  the  matter  about 
which  you  write  which  will  please  you.     His  dean- 
ery [of  Salisbury]  is  of  the  old  foundation,  and  in 
all  such  foundations  the  deans  have  no  extraordinary 
power  or  privilege,  and  are  nothing  more  than  re- 
sidentiaries,  with  a  peculiar  corps  belonging  to  them 
aa  deans  ;  the  first  of  the  chapter,  but  such  whose 
presence  is  not  necessary  toward  the  despatch  of  any 
one  capitular  act,  the  senior  residentiary  supplying 
their  absence  in  every   case  with  full    authority. 
Thus  I  say  the  case  generally  is  in  the  old  deaneries, 
unless  where  the  local  statutes  may  have  expressly 
reserved  some  peculiar  power  or  privilege  to  the 
deans  of  those  churches.     But  none  of  them  I  dare 
say  have  a  negative,  either  by  common  law,  custom, 
or  local  statute.     Thus  much  to  show  you  that  a 
nice  search  into  the  peculiar  rights  of  the  dean  of 
Sarum  will  be  needless  if  not  mischievous  to  you. 
The  three  deaneries  [Carlisle,  Christ-church,   and 
Westminster]  which  1  have  had  axe  all  of  the  new 
foundation  by  Henry  YIII.  or  queen  Elisabeth.     In 
the  charters  of  all  there  is  a  clause  empowering  the 
dean  to  make,  punish,  and  unmake  all  the  officen. 
In  the  statutes  of  one  of  them  (Carlisle)  the  dean's 
consent  in  all  the  graviorea  causa  is  made  expressly 
necessary,  and  in  the  other  two  nothing  from  the 
foundation  of  those  churches  ever  passed  the  seal  with- 
out the  dean's  tigiUetur  first  written  on  the  lease, 
patent,  presentation,  &c. ,  which  is  a  manifest  and  un- 
contested proof  of  his  negative.     As  to  the  power  of 
proposing,  that  I  apprehend  not  to  be  exclusive  to 
the  other  members  of  the  chapter.     It  is  a  point 
chiefly  of  decency  and  convenience ;  the  dean  being 
the  principal  person,  and  supposed  best  to  be  ac- 
quainted with  the  affairs  of  the  church  and  in  what 
order  they  are  fittest  to  be  transacted.     But  if  any 
one  else  of  the  body  will  propose  anything,  and  the 
rest  of  the  chapter  will  debate  it,  I  see  not  how  the 
dean  can  hinder  them,  unless  it  be  by  leaving  the 
chapter;  and  that  itself  will  be  of  no  moment  in 
churches  where  his  absence  does  not  break  up  and 
dissolve  the  chapter,  as  it  does  where  his  consent  to 
anything  there  treated  of  is  expressly  required  before 
it  can  pass  into  ^n  act.    Where,  indeed,  he  is  allowed 
such  a  negative,  he  is  generally  allowed  to  make  all 
proposals,  because  it  would  be  to  no  purpose  for  any 
one  to  make  a  proposition  which  he  can  quash  by  a 
dissent :  but  this  is  not,  I  say,  a  matter  of  right,  but 
prudence. 

Upon  the  whole,  the  best  advice  I  can  give  you 
is,  whatever  your  powers  are  by  statute  or  usage,  not 
to  insist  on  them  too  strictly  in  either  of  the  cases 
mentioned  by  you,  unless  you  are  ver}'  sure  of  the 
favour  and  countenance  of  your  visitor.  The  law- 
yers you  will  find,  whenever  such  points  come  before 
them  for  a  decision,  are  very  apt  to  disregard  statutes 

T  WestmiiMier,  whkh  has  long  been  conuectad  with  the 
ic  or  Rochefter. 


and  customs  in  such  cases ;  and  to  ny  thtt  tbeu 
books  make  the  act  of  the  majority  of  the  corpon- 
tion  the  legal  act  of  the  body,  without  consideriii? 
whether  the  dean  be  among  the  minority  or  not. 
And  therefore  your  utmost  dexterity  and  addrenmil 
be  necessary  in  order  to  prevent  such  a  trial  of  jour 
right  at  common  law  ;  which,  it  is  ten  to  ooe,  (e«pe 
cially  as  things  now  stand,)  will  go  against  jou.  Ii 
the  refractory  part  of  your  chapter  are  stoot,  aad 
men  of  any  sense,  or  supported  underhand  (the  hit 
of  these  is  highly  probable),  you  had  better  mke 
use  of  expedients  to  decline  the  difficulty  thsa  bno^ 
it  at  present  to  a  decision.  These  are  the  best  Mu 
and  this  the  best  advice  1  can  give  yon,  after  a  josr 
experience  of  the  natural  conaequenees  of  wL 
struggles,  and  a  careful  search  into  the  fbundatioaof 
the  powers  and  privileges  claimed  and  dispittd  ob 
the  one  side  and  the  other.  I  wiah  I  could  ny  w- 
thing  more  to  your  satisfaction,  but  I  cannot,  an^  I 
think  in  all  such  cases  the  best  instance  I  caa  ^k 
you  of  my  friendship  is  not  to  deceive  you. 

There  is  a  statute  in  the  latter  end  of  king  Heon 
YIII.'s  reign  worthy  of  your  perusal.  The  title  of  k 
relates  to  the  leases  of  hospitals,  Ac.,  and  the  tcso? 
of  it  did  in  my  apprehension  seem  always  to  iopiv 
that,  without  the  dean,  master,  &c.,  nothing  cftiiU 
be  legally  done  by  the  corporation.  But  the  Uir^en 
will  not  allow  this  to  be  good  doctrine,  and  ny  ti)tf 
statute  (notwithstanding  a  'constant  phiise  of  it) 
determines  nothing  of  this  kind,  and  at  the  otoA 
implies  it  only  as  to  such  deaneries*  &c.,  where  tbc 
dean,  master,  &c.,  have  the  right  of  a  negatiTt  \.'] 
statute  or  usage.  And  few  lawyezi  there  sre  vfco 
will  allow  even  thus  much.  I  cannot  explsin  mndf 
further  on  that  head,  but  when  you  peruse  the  su- 
tute  you  will  see  what  I  mean  ;  though  after  til  it 
does  not  I  believe  include  Ireland.  HoncTer,  I 
look  upon  it  as  a  declaratioa  of  the  oommoobv 
here  in  England. 

I  am  sorry  you  have  any  occasion  to  write  to  w 
on  these  heads,  and  much  sorrier  that  I  am  not  ibl« 
to  give  you  any  tolerable  account  of  them.  God 
foiigive  those  who  have  furnished  me  with  this  ks0«- 
ledge  by  involving  me  designedly  into  those  sqok^ 
bles.    1  thank  God  I  have  forgiven  them. 

I  will  enter  into  nothing  but  the  inquiries  of  tw 
letter,  and  therefore  add  not  a  word  more  either  is 
English  or  Latin,  but  that  I  am,  with  great  etfeea, 
good  Mr.  Dean,  your  very  affectionate,  homUe  m- 
▼ant,  F».  Boms. 


TO  BISHOP  ATTERBUBY. 

April  M.l'l*-. 
Mt  Lord, — 1  am  extremely  obliged  to  your  lor<Ub)p 
for  the  trouble  you  have  given  yourself  in  aiuveriL; 
at  length  a  very  insignificant  letter.  I  shall  entut}) 
follow  your  lordship's  advice  to  the  best  of  my  ^'^ 
Your  conjectures  from  whence  my  difficulties  i^^ 
their  rise  are  perfectly  true.  It  is  ail  party*  ^'^^ 
the  right  is  certainly  on  my  side,  if  there  be  aoyttuDf 
in  constant  immemorial  custom.  Besides,  itxo^ 
the  first  scheme  of  this  cathedral  was  brougbt  Irvo 
Sarum,  yet  by  several  subsequent  grants  from  yn^ 
kings,  archbishops,  and  acts  of  parlisment,  the  dns 
has  great  prerogatives.  He  visits  the  chaptfr  ts 
ordinary,  and  the  archbishop  only  visits  by  the  dnt' 
The  dean  can  suspend  and  sequester  any  lorxsbeT. 
and  punishes  all  crimes  except  heresy,  aud  od^  <?f 
two  more  reserved  for  the  archbishop.  No  Vs^ 
can  be  let  without  him.  He  holds  a  court-lcec  ia 
his  district,  and  is  exempt  from  the  lord-mayor.  ^^ 
No  chapter  can  be  called  but  by  him,  and  be  'h^ 
solves  them  at  pleasure.    He  dJspoeet  tbsolviely  cf 
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the  petty  eanotis  and  vicart-choral  places.  All  the 
di^ttariet,  fte.,  swear  canonical  obedience  to  him. 
Th^M  circumstances  put  together  I  presume  may 
titer  the  case  in  your  lordship's  judgment.  How- 
eTfr,  I  shall,  as  your  lordship  directs  me,  do  my 
otmoit  to  diTert  this  controTcrsy  as  much  as  I  can. 
I  must  add  one  thing,  that  no  dignitary  can  preside 
without  a  power  from  the  dean,  who  in  his  absence 
mikef  a  sub-dean,  and  limits  him  as  he  pleases. 
And  so  much  for  deaneries,  which  I  hope  I  shall 
neter  trouble  your  lordship  with  again. 

I  lend  this  enclosed  and  without  superscription, 
to  be  icnt  or  delivered  to  you  by  a  famous  friend  of 
mine,  and  dcToted  servant  of  your  lordship's. 

I  congratulate  with  England  for  Joining  with  us 
here  in  the  fellowship  of  slavery.     It  is  not  so  terri- 
hle  s  thing  as  you  imagine  :    we  have  long  lived 
under  it  j  and  whenever  you  are  disposed  to  know 
how  you  ought  to  behave  yourself  in  your  new  con- 
dition, )ou  need  go  no  further  than  me  for  a  director. 
But  because  we  are  resolved  to  go  beyond  you,  we 
hue  transmitted  a  bill  to  England,  to  be  Returned 
here,  giring  the  government  and  six  of  the  council 
pflwer  for  three  years  to  imprison  whom  they  please 
ff»r  three  months,  without  any  trial  or  examination  ; 
Md  I  expect  to  be  among  the  first  of  those  upon 
^hom  this  law  will  be  executed.     We  have  also  out- 
<ione  you  in  the  business  of  Ben  Hoadly,  and  have 
i>>coffimeDded  to  a  bisliopric  one'  whom  you  would 
not  allow  a  curate  in  the  smallest  of  your  parishes. 
Doe*  jour  lordship  know  that,  as  much  as  I  have 
^feii  used  to  lies  in  England,  I  am  under  a  thousand 
uneMinesscs  about  some  reports  relating  to  a  person 
that  Tou  and  I  love  very  well  1     I  hare  writ  to  a 
}^<)y  [lady  Bolingbroke]  upon  that  subject,  and  am 
impatient  for  an  answer.     I  am  gathering  up  1000/., 
»nd  intend  to  finish  my  life  upon  the  interest  of  it 
in  Wtlea. 

^''h1  Almighty  preserve  your  lordship  tnisetis  mtc- 
'^rere  rebus,  whether  you  understand  or  relish 
l«>tin  or  no.  But  it  is  a  great  deal  your  fault  if  you 
»uffer  u<i  all  to  be  undone ;  for  God  never  gave  such 
tal^nii  without  expecting  they  should  be  used  to 
preterve  a  nation.  There  is  a  doctor  [Dr.  R. 
rnendj  in  your  neighbourhood  to  whom  I  am  a  very 
humble  servant  I  am,  with  great  respect,  your 
lordahip*«  moat  dutiful,  &c.  Jonathan  Swift. 
^ome  persons  go  this  summer  for  England ;  and  if 
Dr.  Younger  be  talked  with,  I  hope  you  will  so 
trder  it  that  it  may  not  be  to  my  disadvantage.^ 


FROM  LADY  BOLINGBROKE. 

liOiMloii.  May  6, 1716. 
Ma.  Deak, — ^Your  letter  came  in  very  good  time  to 
I^^  vhrn  I  was  full  of  vexation  and  trouble,  which 
Ul  TiDisbes,  finding  that  you  were  so  good  to  remem* 
t(  r  me  under  my  afflictions,  which  have  been  not 
rreater  than  you  can  think,  but  much  greater  than  I 
'^n  expreaa.  I  am  now  in  town ;  business  called 
'^'^  hither,  and  when  that  is  finished  I  shall  retire 
*itb  more  comfort  than  I  came.  Do  not  forsake  an 
'td  friend,  nor  believe  reports  which  are  acandaloua 
^d  fa]«e.  You  arc  pleased  to  inquire  after  my 
'(-aith  ;  I  can  give  you  no  good  account  of  it  at  pre- 
<*nt ;  but  that  country  whither  I  shall  go  next  week 
'>M  I  hope  net  me  up.  As  to  my  temper,  if  it  is 
'  '««ible  I  am  more  insipid  and  dull  than  ever,  ex- 
-'1*1  in  aome  places,  and  there  I  am  a  little  fury, 
specially  if  they  dare  mention  my  dear  lord  without 
'''pect,  which  aometimes  happens;  for  good  man- 

*  I  IT.  ChatUi  Cair.  bbhop  of  KUlaloe. 

ritM  wtim  tw  imffiy  a  wish  in  MwJA  to  axchaiigs  hit  dean* 
;  of  M.  rjtrlck's  Uh  Ibat  of  Sorum. 
^uU   11. 


ners  and  relationship  are  laid  aside  In  this  town  ;  it 
is  not  hard  for  you  to  guess  whom  I  mean.  I  have 
not  yet  seen  the  duchess  of  Ormond,  but  design  it 
in  a  day  or  two :  we  have  kept  a  constant  corre- 
spondence ever  since  our  misfortunes,  and  her  grace 
is  pleased  to  call  me  sister.  There  is  nobody  in  the 
world  has  a  truer  respect  and  value  for  her  than  my- 
self. I  send  this  to  my  friend  John  Barber,  your 
printer,  and  beg  when  you  do  me  the  favour  of  an 
answer  to  send  it  to  him,  who  will  take  care  to  con- 
vey it  to  me  in  the  country ;  for  your  letter  lay  a 
long  while  before  it  came  to  my  hanas.  I  beg  you  to 
look  with  a  friendly  eye  upon  all  my  faults  and  biota 
in  this  letter,  and  that  you  will  believe  me  what  I 
really  am,  your  most  faithful  humble  servant, 

F.  B. 

TO  ARCHBISHOP  RING. 

Gaulgtown,  Jane  17,  1716. 
Mt  Lord,-^I  have  an  account  by  this  post  that  your 

face  intends  in  two  or  three  days  to  go  for  England, 
heartily  wish  you  a  good  voyage  and  a  speedy  re- 
turn, with  a  perfect  recovery  of  your  health,  and 
success  in  all  your  undertakings  for  the  service  of 
the  church.  I  lately  applied  myself  to  some  persona 
who  I  thought  had  credit  with  your  grace,  that  they 
would  prevail  on  you  to  consent  that  Mr.  Dopping 
should  have  St.  Nicholas,  and  that  Mr.  Chamberlain, 
upon  surrendering  a  sinecure  (fallen  by  the  late  pro- 
motion) to  Mr.  Wall,  might  succeed  to  St.  Luke's  ; 
and  having  heard  your  grace  was  not  disinclined  to 
this  scheme,  I  thought  you  had  authority  enough  to 
make  it  go  down  with  Mr.  Chamberlain,  who  would 
be  a  gainer  by  the  exchange,  and,  having  already  a 
plentiful  fortune,  would  have  as  good  an  opportunity 
of  showing  his  abilities  in  one  parish  as  in  the  other. 
I  should  add  my  humble  entreaties  to  your  grace  to 
consent  to  this  proposal,  if  I  had  not  ao  many  rea- 
sons to  apprehend  that  it  would  succeed  just  so  much 
the  worse  for  my  solicitation.  I  confess  every  friend 
1  have  discovered  long  before  myself  that  I  had 
wholly  lost  your  grace's  favour,  and  this  to  a  degree 
that  all  whom  I  was  disposed  to  serve  were  sure  to 
thrive  the  worse  for  my  friendahip  to  them :  par- 
ticularly, I  have  been  assured  that  Mr.  Wall  would 
not  have  failed  of  the  prebend  of  Malahiddart  if  he 
had  not  been  thought  too  much  attached  to  me  ;  for 
it  is  alleged  that,  according  to  your  grace'a  own 
scheme  of  uniting  the  prebends  to  the  vicarages,  it 
would  almost  have  fallen  to  him  of  course ;  and  I 
remember  the  poor  gentleman  had  always  a  remote 
hope  of  that  prebend  whenever  Dr.  Moor  should 
quit  it.  Mr.  Wall  came  lately  down  to  me  to  Trim 
upon  that  disappointment,  and  I  waa  so  free  as  to 
ask  him  whether  he  thought  my  friendship  had  done 
him  hurt ;  but  he  was  either  so  meek  or  so  fearful  of 
offending  that  he  would  by  no  means  impute  his 
misfortune  to  anything  beside  his  want  of  merit  and 
some  misrepresentations ;  which  latter  I  must  con- 
fess to  have  found  with  grief  to  have  more  than  once 
influenced  you  against  some  who  by  their  conduct 
to  your  grace  have  deserved  a  quite  different  treat- 
ment. With  respect  to  myself,  I  can  assure  your 
grace  that  those  who  are  most  in  your  confidence 
make  it  no  manner  of  secret  that  several  clergymen 
have  lost  your  grace's  &vour  by  their  civilities  to  me. 
I  do  not  say  anything  of  this  by  way  of  complaintt 
wliich  I  look  upon  to  be  an  office  too  mean  for  any 
man  of  spirit  and  integrity,  but  merely  to  know 
whether  it  be  possible  for  me  to  be  upon  any  better 
terms  with  your  grace,  without  which  I  shall  be  able 
to  do  very  little  good  in  the  small  station  I  am 
placed.  The  friendship  I  had  with  the  late  mir*'  ' 
and  the  trust  they  were  pleased  to  repose 
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were  chiefly  applied  to  do  all  the  Berrice  to  the 
church  that  I  was  able.  I  had  no  ill  designs,  nor 
ever  knew  any  in  them.  I  was  the  continual  advo- 
cate for  all  men  of  merit  without  regard  of  party ; 
for  which  it  is  known  enough  that  I  was  sufficiently 
censured  by  some  warm  men,  and  in  a  more  parti- 
cular manner  for  Tindicating  your  grace  in  an  affair 
where  I  thought  you  were  misrepresented,  and  you 
seemed  desirous  to  wish  to  be  set  right.  And  upon 
the  whole,  this  I  can  faithfully  assure  your  grace, 
that  I  was  looked  upon  as  a  trimmer  and  one  that 
was  providing  against  a  change,  for  no  other  reason 
but  defending  your  grace's  principles  in  church  and 
state  ;  which  I  think  might  pass  for  some  kind  of 
merit  in  one  who  nerer  cither  had  or  expected  any 
mark  of  your  favour.  And  I  cannot  but  think  it 
hard  that  I  must  upon  all  occasions  be  made  uneasy 
in  my  station,  have  dormant  prebends  revived  on 
purpose  to  oppose  me,  and  this  openly  acknowledged 
by  those  who  say  they  act  under  your  grace's 
direction.  That,  instead  of  being  able  to  do  a  good 
office  to  a  deserving  friend,  as  all  my  predecessors 
have  been,  it  is  thought  a  matter  of  accusation  for 
any  one  to  cultivate  my  acquaintance.  This  I  must 
think  to  be  hard  treatment,  and  though  I  regard  not 
the  consequences  as  far  as  they  are  intended  to  affect 
myself,  yet  your  grace  may  live  to  lament  those 
which  from  thence  may  happen  to  the  church. 

When  I  was  first  made  dean  your  grace  was 
pleased,  in  a  very  condescending  manner,  to  write 
to  me  that  you  desired  my  friendship  :  1  was  then 
in  the  service  of  the  ministry,  and  the  peace  was 
made ;  and  if  I  had  any  share  in  their  ill  designs,  I 
was  then  guilty,  but  I  do  not  know  that  I  have  ever 
done  anything  since  to  forfeit  your  good  opinion :  I 
confess  I  lost  many  friends  by  the  queen's  death, 
but  I  will  never  imagine  your  grace  to  be  of  the 
number. 

I  have  given  your  grace  too  long  a  trouble.  I 
humbly  beg  your  blessing,  and  shall  remain  ever, 
with  the  greatest  truth  and  respect,  my  lord,  your 
grace's  moat  dutiful,  and  most  humble  servant, 

Jonathan  Swift. 


PROM  MR.  POPE. 

June  90. 171S. 
I  CANNOT  suffer  a  friend  to  cross  the  Irish  seas  with- 
out bearing  a  testimony  from  me  of  the  constant 
esteem  and  affection  I  am  both  obliged  and  inclined 
to  have  for  you.  It  is  better  he  should  tell  you  than 
I  how  often  yon  are  in  our  thoughts  and  in  our 
cups,  and  how  I  learn  to  sleep  less*  and  drink  mora 
whenever  you  are  named  among  us.  I  look  upon  a 
Inend  in  Ireland  as  upon  a  friend  in  the  other 
world,  whom  (popishly  speaking)  I  believe  con- 
stantly well  disposed  towards  roe,  and  ready  to  do 
me  all  the  good  he  can  in  that  state  of  separation, 
though  I  hear  nothing  from  him,  and  make  addresses 
to  him  but  very  rarely.  A  protestant  dirine  cannot 
take  it  amiss  that  I  treat  him  in  the  same  manner 
with  my  patron  saint. 

I  can  tell  you  no  news  but  what  you  will  not  suf- 
ficiently wonder  at,  that  1  suffer  many  things  as  an 
author  militant :  whereof  in  your  days  of  ]irobation 
you  have  been  a  sharer,  or  you  had  not  arrived  at 
that  triumphant  state  you  now  deservedly  enjoy  in 
the  church.  As  for  me,  I  have  not  the  least  hopes 
of  the  cardinalate,  though  I  suffSer  for  my  religion  in 
almost  every  weekly  paper.  I  have  begun  to  take 
a  pique  at  the  psalms  of  David,  if  the  wicked  may 
be  credited,  who  have  printed  a  scandalous  one^  in 

*  Alluding  to  his  ciutoni  of  sleeping  after  dinner. 
^  An  objectionable  ptamphmse  of  the  first  paalm»  publbhed  by 
Cavil  la  hia  Miseellanics. 


my  name.  This  report  I  dare  sot  discourage  too 
much,  in  a  prospect  I  have  at  present  of  a  post  onder 
the  marquis  de  Langallerie,  wherein  if  I  can  but  do 
some  signal  service  against  the  pope,  I  may  be  cob- 
siderably  advanced  by  the  Turks,  the  only  religious 
people  I  dare  confide  in.  If  it  should  happen  herv- 
alter  that  I  should  write  for  the  holy  law  of  Mi> 
homet,  I  hope  it  may  make  no  breach  between  toq 
and  me ;  every  one  must  live,  and  I  beg  you  iriU 
not  be  the  man  to  mai^ige  the  controversy  ag&in4 
me.  The  church  of  Rome  I  judge  (from  many  mo- 
dem symptoms,  as  well  as  ancient jpropheciea)  to  be 
in  a  declining  condition ;  that  of  England  will  in  & 
short  time  be  scarce  able  to  maintain  her  ova 
family  ;  so  churches  sink  as  generally  as  btnk<  ia 
Europe,  and  for  the  same  reason  :  that  religion  vA 
trade,  which  at  first  were  open  and  free,  have  befo 
reduced  into  the  management  of  companies  snd  tb 
roguery  of  directors. 

I  do  not  know  why  I  tell  you  all  this,  but  tkst  I 
always  loved  to  talk  to  you ;  but  this  is  not  the  tirw 
for  any  roan  to  talk  to  the  purpose.  Truth  is  s  i\9A 
of  contraband  commodity  which  I  would  not  ^n* 
ture  to  export,  and  therefore  the  only  thiog  tending 
that  dangerous  way  which  I  shall  say  is,  thst  I  un 
and  always  will  be,  with  the  utmost  siDcerit;, 
yours,  &c.  Alexandes  Fort. 

FROM  LADY  BOLINOBROKE. 

LoDdoa,  Aagnit  4,  ITU. 
Dbar  Sm, — I  wish  your  last  had  found  me  in  the 
country,  but,  to  my  misfortune,  I  am  still  kept  io 
town«  soliciting  my  unfortunate  business.  I  b^T€ 
found  great  favour  from  his  majesty.  But  fom  i< » 
tedious  thing  to  wait  upon.  Since  it  is  my  &ie  I 
must  bear  it  with  patience,  and  perfect  it  if  I  ^^' 
for  there  is  nothing  like  following  buaiuets  od«' 
self.  I  am  unwilling  to  stir  without  the  seals,  whifH 
1  hope  to  have  soon.  I  have  been  very  iU ;  thi» 
place  never  agreeing  with  me,  and  less  now  this 
ever,  it  being  prodigious  hot  weatlier. 

I  know  not  what  to  say  as  to  one  part  of  youp: 
only  this,  that  you  will  foi^glve  the  fears  of  a  wobib 
if  she  says  she  is  glad  it  is  as  it  is,  though  it  hft«  t>- 
most  ruined  her.  I  hope,  one  time  or  other,  H'« 
majesty  will  find  my  lord  has  been  misrepresentrf; 
and  by  that  means  he  may  be  restored  to  hit  coiuitn 
once  more  with  honour ;  or  else,  however  hanh  it 
may  sound  out  of  my  mouth,  I  had  rather  ^^ 
black.  These  are  my  real  sentiments.  I  n^"' 
thought  myself  nor  my  health  of  any  con*eq"'T«^ 
till  lately ;  and  since  you  tell  me  it  is  so  to  XU  on- 
worthy,  as  you  please  to  term  it,  I  shall  take  care  of 
it;  for  the  woifjhy,  which  I  once  thought  «»,  i'^*? 
are  good  for  nothing  but  to  neglect  distressed  friend 
Those  few  friends  1  meet  with  now  are  worth  • 
thousand  relations :  that  I  found  long  sgo.  ^* 
have  the  happiness  of  odd,  half-witted  rclstioos 
and  silly,  obstinate,  opiniatre  friends,  that  vr  * 
severe  plague  to  me.  1  never  could  have  the  pi«»' 
sure  of  talking  one  moment  to  the  duchess  of  f^ 
mond.  She  had  always  company,  and  some  that  i 
wish  she  had  not.  She  is  now  out  of  town,  tn<J  «♦ 
do  not  correspond  at  present.  1  wish  her  all  l«P* 
piness,  and  in  better  hands  as  to  her  business.  i<« 
have  a  rouch  better  opinion  of  me  than  1  de«<T^ « 
but  I  will  study  all  I  can  to  merit  that  favour  whirf 
you  are  kind  to  assure  me  of.  . 

I  wish  it  were  possible  for  us  to  meet,  »hitj 
roight  assure  you  in  person  that  I  am  yonn  wo^ 
faithfully. 

P.S.   Tours  came  safe:   I  hope  this  will  to  .v>" 
There  is  a  lady  who  never  forgets  you,  and  »  P"^- 
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ticdlir  fHeiid  to  me,  uid  bu  been  a  great  comfort 
to  roe  in  my  trouble ;  I  mean  mj  tenant:  she  it 
now  iu  the  country,  to  my  grief. 

TO  MR  POPE. 

Aagttft  3rt.  1716. 
I  HAD  the  farour  of  youn  by  Mr.  Ford,  of  whom, 
before  any  other  question  relating  to  your  health  or 
fortuDe,  or  success  as  a  poet,  I  inquired  your  prin- 
ciples in  the  common  form—*'  Is  he  a  Whig  or  a 
Toiy  f'   I  am  sorry  to  find  they  are  not  so  well  tallied 
to  the  present  Juncture  as  I  could  wish.     I  always 
thoQgbt  the  terms  ot  facto  hndjure  had  been  Intro* 
dttced  by  the  poets,  and  that  possession  of  any  sort  in 
iiap  wu  held  an  unexceptionable  title  in  the  court  of 
Punuius.    If  you  do  not  grow  a  perfect  good  sub* 
Ject  in  all  its  present  latitudes,  I  shall  conclude  you 
ire  become  rich,  and  able  to  live  without  dedications 
to  men  in  power,  whereby  one  great  inconTenience 
iriU  feUow,  that  you  and  the  world  and  posterity 
will  be  utterly  ignorant  of  their  yirtues.    For  either 
Toor  brethren  have  miserably  deceived  us  these  bun* 
dred  years  past,  or  power  confers  Tirtue  as  natu- 
nily  as  five  of  your  popish  sacraments  do  grace. — 
Tou  sleep  less  and  drink  more. — But  your  master 
Horace  was  vini  mnnmgue  ftsna^tcs  ,<*  and,  as  I  take 
it,  both  are  proper  for  your  trade.    As  to  wine, 
there  are  a  thousand  poetical  texts  to  confirm  the 
oof ;  and  aa  to  the  other,  I  know  it  was  anciently 
the  custom  to  sleep  in  temples  for  those  who  would 
nasnlt  the  oracles,  **  Who  dictates  to  me  slumber* 
ia«/'  4c> 

Yon  are  an  ill  catholic,  or  a  worse  geographer; 
for  I  can  assure  you  Ireland  is  not  paiadise,  and  I 
appeal  eren  to  any  Spanish  divine  whether  addresses 
were  ever  made  to  a  friend  in  hell  or  purgatory. 
And  who  are  all  those  enemies  you  hint  at  t  I  can 
only  think  of  Curil,  Oildon,  'squire  Burnet,  Black- 
Bore,  and  a  few  others,  whoae  fame  I  have  foigot : 
tooti,  in  my  opinion,  as  necessary  for  a  good  writer 
u  pen,  ink,  and  paper.  And  besides,  I  would  fain 
^ow  whether  erery  draper  does  not  show  you  three 
or  fear  damned  pieces  of  stuff  to  set  off  his  good 
onet  However,  I  will  grant  that  one  thorough 
bookselling  rogue  is  better  qualified  to  vex  an  au- 
thor than  all  his  contemporary  scribblers  in  critic  or 
**tire,  not  only  by  stolen  copies  of  what  was  incor- 
ffft  or  unfit  for  the  public,  but  by  downright  laying 
<>ther  men's  dulncss  at  your  door.  I  had  a  long  de- 
*^&  upon  the  ears  of  that  Curll  when  I  was  in 
CKdit ;  but  the  rogue  would  never  allow  me  a  fair 
<roke  at  them,  although  mj  penknife  was  ready 
drawn  and  sharp.  I  can  hardly  believe  the  relation 
^  his  being  poisoned,  although  the  historian  pre- 
tends to  have  been  an  eye-vritness  ;  but  I  beg 
pardon,  sack  might  do  it,  although  ratsbane  would 
iot,*"  I  never  saw  the  thing  you  mention  as  falsely 
nnpnted  to  you ;  but  I  think  the  frolics  of  menr 
i^Qn^  even  when  we  are  guiltr,  should  not  be  left 
f*  the  mercy  of  our  best  friends  until  Curll  and  his 
"eiemblers  are  hanged. 

^ith  sobmiasion  to  the  better  judgment  of  you 
lAd  your  friends,  I  take  your  project  of  an  employ- 
u*nt  under  Langallerie  to  be  idle  and  unnecessary, 
tf  i^e  a  little  patience  and  you  will  find  more  merit 
|id  encouragement  at  home  by  the  same  methods. 
I  oo  are  ungrateful  to  your  country ;  quit  but  your 
«n  religion  and  ridicule  ours,  and  that  will  allow 
oa  1  (rt-e  choice  for  any  other,  or  for  none  at  all, 
Bd  pay  you  well  into  the  bargain.  Therefore,  pray 
o  not  run  and  disgrace  us  among  the  Turks  by  tell- 

*  "  Iadul«v«t  tohlm»*ir  ia  sleep  «nd  wine." 

^  MiltaB  •  "  Pandite  IMIT,  book  la.  vene  U. 

*  Tbb  isovy  nrigiiiaied  in  aioke  upuo  CarU»  by  Pope  f  itiiiK 
at  ut  caMtie  ha  a  glsM  of  lacK. 


ing  them  yon  were  forced  to  leave  yoar  native  home 
because  we  would  oblige  you  to  be  a  christian; 
whereas  we  will  make  it  appear  to  all  the  world  that 
we  only  compelled  you  to  be  a  Whig. 

There  is  a  young  ingenious  quaker*  in  this  town 
who  writes  verses  to  his  mistress,  not  very  correct, 
but  in  a  strain  purely  what  a  poetical  quaker  should 
do,  commending  her  look  and  habit,  Ac  It  gave 
me  a  hint  that  a  set  of  quaker  pastorals  might  suc- 
ceed if  our  friend  Gay^  could  fancv  it,  and  I  think 
it  a  fruitful  subject ;  pray  hear  what  he  says.  I 
believe  further  the  pastoral  ridicule  is  not  exhausted; 
and  that  a  porter,  footman,  or  chairman's  pastoral 
might  do  well.  Or  what  think  you  of  a  Newgate 
pastoral  among  the  whores  and  thieves  there  t 

Lastly,  to  conclude,  I  love  you  never  the  worse 
for  seldom  writing  to  you.  I  am  in  an  obscure 
scene  where  you  luiow  neither  thing  nor  person.  I 
can  only  answer  yours,  which  I  promise  to  do  after 
a  sort,  whenever  you  think  fit  to  employ  me.  But 
I  can  assure  you  the  scene  and  the  times  have  de- 
pressed me  wonderfully,  for  I  will  impute  no  defect 
to  those  two  paltry  years  which  have  slipped  by 
since  I  had  the  happiness  to  see  you.  I  am,  with 
the  truest  esteem,  yours,  Ac, 

FROM  THE  DUCHESS  OF  ORMOND. 

Septenber  14. 171C 
Sin, — I  had  the  ill  fortune  to  miss  of  that  letter  you 
upbraided  me  with.  I  had  deserved  any  reproaches 
you  could  make  me  if  it  had  come  to  my  hands  and 
I  not  made  due  acknowledgments  for  your  inquiriea 
after  me.  I  will  make  you  wish  you  had  not  been 
so  angry  with  me :  for  I  wiU  scrawl  out  myself  what 
you  would  rather  Betty  or  my  maid  had,  for  they 
would  have  made  shorter  work  of  it ;  but  I  will  an** 
swer  erery  part  of  yours  that  you  obliged  me  with 
by  Mr.  Fold. 

First,  as  to  the  lady  you  mention,  the  reason  I 
had  not  seen  her  in  a  great  while  was  mv  being  in 
the  country.  To  tell  you  the  truth,  I  beUeve  her 
husband  has  been  a  better  courtier  than  either  she 
or  any  of  her  sex  could  be ;  because  men  have  it  in 
their  power  to  serve,  and  I  beUeye  hers  has  effectu- 
ally done  what  lay  in  him. 

Tou  kindly  ask  how  my  affairs  go.  There  is  yet 
no  end  of  them,  and  God  only  knows  when  there 
will  be.  For  when  everything  was  thought  done,  a 
sudden  blast  has  blown  all  hopes  away,  and  then  they 
give  me  fresh  expectations.  In  the  mean  time  I  am 
forced  to  live  upon  the  borrow ;  my  goods  all  taken 
away  that  I  shidl  not  have  so  much  aa  a  bed  to  lie 
upon  but  what  I  must  buy,  and  no  money  of  my  own 
to  do  that  with  ;  so  that  you  may  imagine  me  in  a 
cheerful  way.    I  pray  God  support  me. 

The  gentleman  [the  duke]  you  inquired  af^er  is 
very  wdi  now.  The  illness  you  heard  he  had  he 
has  been  sul^ect  to  a  good  while.  What  you  desire 
I  wish  were  in  the  power  of  either  his  brother  or 
me ;  but  all  will  go  from  both  of  us  of  every  kind. 
Only  they  say  that  the  clothes  upon  my  back  I  may 
perhaps  call  my  own,  and  that's  all.  I  was  obliged 
to  leave  the  country.  I  was  so  ill  there  that  if  1  had 
not  come  to  the  physicians  1  cannot  tell  what  might 
hare  happened.  My  daughter  is  your  most  humble 
servant,  and  is  pretty  well  in  health. 

Am  not  I  one  of  my  word,  and  troubled  you  twice 
as  long  as  you  woulo  have  wished  1  But  you  will 
find  by  this  that  a  woman's  pen  should  no  more  be 
set  at  work  than  her  tongue ;  for  she  never  knows 
when  to  let  either  of  them  rest.  But  my  paper  puts 
me  iu  mind  that  I  have  but  just  room  to  teU  you  I 

■  Oonre  Rooke,  Ihieiidraper. 

^  Gay  did  write  a  pailoral  or  thia  kind,  publUhed  In  his  worka. 
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with  much  to  lee  jou  here,  if  it  could  be  with  your 
satisfaction ;  and  that  I  am,  with  great  sincerity,  sir, 
your  faithful  humble  servant,  M.  Oriiond. 


FROM  LORD  BOLINGBROKE.> 

October  S3.  1716. 
It  18  a  very  great  truth  that  among  all  the  losses 
which  I  have  sustained  none  affected  me  more  sen- 
sibly than  that  of  your  company  and  correspondence ; 
and  yet  even  now  I  should  not  venture  to  write  to 
you  did  not  you  provoke  me  to  it.  A  commerce  of 
letters  between  two  men  who  are  out  of  the  world 
and  who  do  not  care  one  farthing  to  return  into  it 
again  must  be  of  little  moment  to  the  state  ;  and  yet 
I  remember  enough  of  that  world  to  know  that  the 
most  innocent  things  become  criminal  in  some  men 
as  the  most  criminal  pass  applauded  in  others. 

Your  letter  breathes  the  same  spirit  as  your  conver- 
sation, at  all  times  inspired,  even  when  the  occasions 
of  practising  the  severest  rules  of  virtuous  fortitude 
seemed  most  remote ;  if  such  occasions  could  ever 
seem  remote  to  men  who  are  under  the  direction  of 
your  able  and  honest  friend  sir  Roger.** 

To  write  about  myself  is  no  agreeable  task,  but 
your  commands  are  sufficient  at  once  to  determine 
and  excuse  me.  Know  therefore  that  my  health  is 
£iir  better  than  it  has  been  a  great  while ;  that  the 
money  which  I  brought  over  with  me  will  hold  out 
some  time  longer ;  and  that  I  have  secured  a  small 
fund  which  will  yield  in  any  part  of  the  world  a 
revenue  sufficient  for  one  qui  peut  se  retrancker 
mime  avec  plaisir  dans  la  mediocrUi,  I  use  a  French 
expression  because  I  have  not  one  that  pleases  me 
ready  in  English.  During  several  months  after 
leaving  that  obscure  retreat  into  which  1  had  thrown 
myself  last  year,  I  went  through  all  the  mortifying 
circumstances  ima^nable.  At  present  1  enjoy,  as 
far  as  1  consider  myself,  great  complacency  of  mind ; 
but  this  inward  satisfaction  is  embittered  when  I 
consider  the  condition  of  my  friends.  They  are  got 
into  a  dark  hole  where  they  grope  about  after  blind 
guides,  stumble  from  mistake  to  mistake,  jostle 
against  one  another  and  dasth  their  heads  against  the 
wall ;  and  all  this  to  no  purpose.  For  assure  your- 
self that  there  is  no  returning  to  light ;  no  going  out 
but  by  going  back.  My  style  is  mystic,  but  it  is 
your  trade  to  deal  in  m}-8teries,  and  therefore  I  add 
neither  comment  nor  excuse.  You  will  understand 
me;  and  I  conjure  you  to  be  persuaded  that  if  1 
could  have  half  an  hour's  conversation  with  you,  for 
which  I  would  barter  whole  hours  of  life,  you  would 
stare,  haul  your  wig,  and  bite  paper  more  than  ever 
Tou  did  in  your  life.  Adieu,  dear  friend  ;  may  the 
kindest  intfuence  of  heaven  be  shed  upon  you. 
Whether  we  may  ever  meet  again  that  heaven  only 
knows ;  if  we  do,  what  millions  of  things  shall  we 
have  to  talk  over !  In  the  mean  while,  believe  that 
nothing  sits  so  near  my  heart  as  my  country  and  n^y 
friends ;  and  that  among  these  you  ever  had  and 
ever  shall  have  a  principal  place. 

If  you  write  to  me,  direct  "  A  Monsiextr  Chariot^ 
chez  Monsieur  CantiUon^  banquiert  rue  de  VArbre 
Bee"     Ouce  more  adieu. 


FROM  CHARLES  FORD,  ESQ. 

^  Pari*.  Octoi)erS8.  1716. 

Sir, — ^If  I  was  to  see  you  again  you  would  gire  twice 
as  much  as  you  offered  six  weeks  a^  not  to  have 
seen  me.     By  the  same  rule  you  might  afford  some- 

•  Indnraed  *•  The  Squiro. — ReceU'ed  November  7,  1716." 
^  Sir  Roffpr  it  thp  it.'iine  kivpii  to  lord-trcavurcr  Oxrord  in  the 
**Hialory  of  John  Uull."  As  BoUngbroko  U  kiiuwu  to  hnvehnted 
anil  dnpiied  the  Ircasarcr,  the  wordd  at^le  adU  honeU  must  be 
tukeu  irauicaUy. 


thing  not  to  bear  from  me ;  but  the  endoied*  nne 
this  morning  to  me,  and  I  could  not  send  it  rxw  i 
without  adding  a  few  lines  to  the  cover.  The;  in  I 
not  to  put  you  again  into  the  spleen,  but  only  to  i4 
how  you  do,  and  how  you  employ  yourselft  Do 
the  great  designs  go  on  at  LaracorY  Or  have  ihr 
rains  put  a  stop  to  your  improvements  as  well  as  to 
my  journey  t  It  will  cost  you  but  a  penny  and  a 
few  minutes  to  answer  these  questions ;  and  ia  i«- 
turn  you  shall  know  anything  you  desire  to  k&oir  of 
me  in  my  travels.  I  shall  go  on  as  soon  u  we  baxt 
five  or  six  days  sunshine  to  dry  the  roads  and  miLr 
tlie  finest  country  in  the  world  supporuble.  I  ka 
laughed  at  here  when  I  talk  of  travelling,  and  jK  if 
waiting  for  fair  weather ;  but  to  me  the  jourue;  b 
the  greatest  part  of  the  pleasure.  And  whereaj  a; 
companion  is  continually  wishing  himself  at  Bodc. 
I  wish  Rome  was  a  thousand  leagues  further,  tb!  I 
might  have  more  way  to  pass  in  France  and  Iialu 

If  you  will  do  me  the  favour  to  write  to  mo,  dir(< 
to  be  left  with  Mr.  Cantillon,  banker  in  Farii.-! 
am,  &c. 


TO  ARCHBISHOP  KINO. 

Dublin.  November  13.  ITK 
My  Lord, — The  reason  I  never  gave  your  ^tt  ibf 
trouble  of  a  letter  was,  because  it  could  only  be  % 
trouble  wltliout  either  entertainment  or  use ;  for  1 
am  so  much  out  even  of  this  little  world  that  I  kn<^ 
not  the  commonest  occurrences  in  it ;  neither  do  t 
now  write  to  your  grace  upon  any  sort  of  bosiRf«(< 
fur  I  have  nothing  to  ask  but  your  blessing  asd  ti- 
vourable  thoughts  :  only  I  conceived  it  ought  not  u 
be  said  that  your  grace  was  several  months  abvat  n 
England  without  one  letter  from  the  dean  to  paj  (j* 
respects.     My  schemes  are  all  circumscribed  br  x^- 
cathedral  and  the  liberties  about  it ;  where  notluc: 
of  moment  happened  since  your  grace  left  it,  nf^Y- 
the  election  of  Mr.  Chamberlain  to  St.  NicboUs 
which  passed  quietly  while   I   was  absent  in  th- 
country.     I  am  purchasing  a  glebe  by  the  beJp  < 
the  trustees  for  the  vicarage  of  Ijaracor ;  and  I  bs*' 
vanity  enough  to  desire  it  might  be  expreascd  b\  > 
clause  in  the  deeds,  as  one  consideration,  that  I  !»• 
been    instrumental    in    procuring    the    first-iT1U^; 
which   was  accordingly  inserted,   but   hints  ^^ 
given  it  would  not  pass.  Then  the  bisbopi  of  0»«0 
and  Kilialoe  had  as  I  am  told  a  sum  of  monrj  ^ 
their  labour  in  that  affair ;  who,  upon  my  arritil  ^ 
London  to  negotiate  \U  were  one  of  them  goer  :^ 
Bath  and  the  other  to  Ireland :  but  it  seemi  bx^^ 
reasonable  to  give  bishops  money  for  doing  tiotb>v 
than  a  private   gentleman   thanks    for  nvceeiit'u' 
where  bishops  have  &iled.     I  am  only  sorry  1  ^^ 
not  a  bishop  that  I  might  at  least  have  got  m^- 
The  Tory  clei^y  here  seem  ready  for  con>*««'*« 
provoked  by  a  parcel   of  obscure 'sealots  in  U'* 
don,  who  as  we  hear  are  setting  up  a  new  fl><^^ 
of  England  by  themselves.     By  our  intelIis«Q<^ '' 
seems  to  be  a  complication  of  as  much  folhi  b^'' 
uess,  hypocrisy,  and  mistake  as  ever  was  oftn^  <^ 
the  world.     If  ii  be  understood  so  on  your  vA(, ' 
cannot  but  think  there  would  be  a  great  oppoitQ^|^ 
of  regaining  the  body  of  the  clergy  to  the  intfrr»t « 
the  court;  who,  if  they  were  persuaded  bv  a"* 
good  words  to  throw  off  their  fears,  could  jk«* 
think  of  the  pretender  without  horror ;  undvr  «l'^ 
it  is  obvious  that  those  refiners  would  batt  tl' 
greatest  credit,  and  consequently  eveiythin;  be  &  ** 
since  the  time  of  the  revolution,  and  more  bs*  •^' 
made  in  a  few  months  than  the  most  despooil"^ 
among  the  Tories  can  justly  apprehend  fr«iB  ^ 
present  management  in  as  many  years.    Ib^*^  '' 
•  Letter  of  lord  Boliasbroke. 
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least  are  «s  I  tin  told  the  thoughts  and  reasonings 
of  the  high-church  people  among  us  ;  but  irhetber  a 
court  in  the  midst  of  strength  and  security  will  con- 
ceive it  worth  their  while  to  cultiTate  the  dispositions 
of  people  in  the  dust,  is  out  of  my  reach. 

The  bishdp  of  Dromore  has  never  been  in  town 
since  he  went  to  his  diocese*  nor  does  he  say  any- 
thing of  coming  up.     He  is  in  good  health. 

I  was  told  a  weeli  or  two  ago  a  confused  story  of 
the  anatomy  lecturer  at  the  college  turned  out  by  the 
proTott,*  and  another  put  in  his  place.     I  know  not 
the  particolan,  but  am  assured  he  is  blamed  for  it 
both  by  the  prince  and  your  grace.     I  take  the  pro- 
Tost  to  be  a  very  honest  gentleman,  perfectly  good- 
natured*  and  the  least  inclined  to  speak  ill  of  others 
o(  almost  any  person  I  have  known.    He  has  very 
good  intentions ;  but  the  defect  seems  to  be  that  his 
views  are  short,  various,  and  sudden;  and  I  have 
reason  to  think  he  hardly  ever  makes  use  of  any 
other  counsellor  than  himself.     I  talked  to  htm  of 
this  matter  since  it  was  done,  and  I  think  his  an- 
swers satisfied  me  ;  but  I  am  an  ill  retainer  of  facts 
wherein  I  have  no  concern:  my  humble  opinion  is 
that  it  would  be  much  to  his  o^vn  ease  and  of  theirs 
who  dislike  him  if  he  were  put  into  another  station ; 
and  if  you  will  not  afford  him  a  bishopric,  that  you 
mil   let  him  succeed   some   rich  country  dean.     I 
dare  be  confident  that  the  provost  had  no  other  end 
in  changing  that  lecturer  than  a  design  of  improving 
anatomy  as  fiir  as  he  could  ;  for  he  would  never  have 
made  such  a  step  as  dioosing  the  prince^  chancellor 
but  from  a  resolution  of  keeping  as  fair  as  he  possi- 
ble could  with  the  present  powers,  in  regard  both  to 
bis  eaae  and  his  interest ;  and  in  hopes  of  changing 
X  post  wherein,  to  say  the  truth,  he  has  been  used 
by  judges  and  governors  like  any  dog,  and  has  suf- 
ff^red  more  by  it  in  his  health  and  honour  than  I, 
with    his   patrimonial  estate,  would  think  it  were 
worth-     Here  has  been  one  Whittingham  in  an  or- 
(J  inalion  sermon  calling  the  clergy  a  thousand  dumb 
lioi^m,  and  treating  episcopacy  as  bad  as  Boyse  i^  yet 
D4>  notice  at  all  shall  be  taken  of  this,  unless  to  his 
advantage  upon   the    next  vacant  bishopric;    and 
w  mifcrm  arc  laid  already  whether  he  or  one  Monk 
irill   t>«  the  man.     But  I  forget  myself ;  and  there. 
|br«  ahall  only  add  that  I  am,  with  the  greatest  re- 
iped   and  truth,  my  lord,  your  grace's  most  dutiful 
tnd  most  humble  servant,  &c.  Jonathan  Swift. 

FROM  ARCHBISHOP  KING. 
London.  Suffolk«iU«ct,  No\'embor  »,  1716. 

;,B^ I   read  yours  of  the  13th  instant  with  great 

stLafartion.  It  is  not  only  an  advantage  to  you  and 
ne  that  there  should  be  a  good  correspondence  be- 
fce«o    oSf  hut  also  to  the  public  ;  and  I  assure  you 

had  much  ado  to  persuade  people  here  that  we 
L^pt  any  tolerable  measures  with  one  another;  much 
^•4  that  there  was  anything  of  a  good  inteligence : 
rid  therefore  you  judged  right  that  it  ought  not  to 
e  »aid,  that  in  so  many  months  I  had  not  received 
ii>  letter  from  you. 

I  do  a  little  admire  that  those  that  should  be  your 
^t^^t  friends  should  be  so  opposite  to  acknowledge 
1j*-  service  you  did  in  procuring  the  twentieth  parts 
r.d  ilrat- fruits :  I  know  no  reason  for  it  except  the 
f  al  I  showed  to  do  you  justice  in  that  particular 
..m  the  beginning.  But  since  I  only  did  it,  as 
^!i4Ced  to  bear  testimony  to  the  truth  in  a  matter 
liich  I  certainly  knew,  and  would  have  done  the 
laie   for  the  worst  enemy  I  had  in  the  world,  I  see 

•   |>r,  rmtt.  sftCTw«rds  d««n  of  Dowa. 

diBomrm  vriaee  of  Walss.  sAerward*  George  II. 

iincot  diaMoting  teacher,  minister  uf  Wood'ftrcet 
is  IlubliQ. 


no  reason  why  you  should  suffer  because  I  among 
others  was  your  witness.  But  be  not  concerned, 
ingratitude  is  warranted  by  modem  and  ancient 
custom,  and  it  is  more  houour  for  a  man  to  have  it 
asked  why  he  had  not  a  suitable  return  to  his  merits 
than  why  he  was  overpaid!  Benefacere  et  maU 
audvre  is  the  lot  of  the  best  men.  If  calumny  or 
ingratitude  could  have  put  me  out  of  my  way,  God 
knows  where  I  should  have  wandered  by  this  time. 

I  am  glad  the  business  of  St.  Nicholas*  is  over  any 
way :  my  inclination  was  Mr.  Wall ;  that  I  might 
have  Joined  the  vicarage  of  Castleknock  to  the  pre- 
bend of  Malahidart,  which  would  have  made  a  good 
provision  for  one  man,  served  the  cures  better,  and 
yielded  more  then  to  the  incumbent  than  it  can  do 
now  when  indifferent  hands.  But  I  could  not  com- 
pass it  without  using  more  power  over  my  clergy 
than  I  am  willing  to  exert.  But  as  I  am  thankful 
to  you  for  your  condescension  in  that  affair,  so  I  will 
expect  that  those  with  whom  you  have  complied 
should  show  their  sense  of  it  by  a  mutual  return  of 
the  like  compliance  when  there  shall  be  occasion. 
Such  reciprocal  kind  offices  are  the  ground  of  mu- 
tual confidence  and  friendship,  and  the  fuel  that 
keeps  them  alive ;  and  I  think  nothing  can  contri- 
bute more  to  our  common  ease  and  the  public  good 
than  maintaining  these  between  you  and  me  and 
with  the  clergy. 

We  have  a  strong  report  that  my  lord  BoHngbroke 
will  return  here  and  be  pardoned ;  certainly  it  must 
not  be  for  nothing.  I  hope  he  can  tell  no  ill  story 
of  you.  I  add  only  my  prayers  for  you,  and  am,  sir, 
your  most  humble  servant  and  brother, 

William  Dublin. 


An 


TO  THE  ARCHBISHOP  OF  DUBLIN. 

Trim,  Decembsf  16. 1716. 
Mt  Lord, — I  should  be  sorry  to  see  my  lord  Boling- 
broke  following  the  trade  of  an  informer,  because  he 
is  a  person  for  whom  I  always  had,  and  still  con- 
tinue, a  very  great  love  and  esteem.  For  I  think, 
as  the  rest  of  mankind  do,  that  informers  are  a  de* 
testable  race  of  people,  although  they  may  be  some- 
times necessary.  Besides,  I  do  not  see  whom  his 
lordship  can  inform  against  except  himself:  he  was 
three  or  four  days  at  the  court  of  France  while  he 
was  secretary,  and  it  is  barely  possible  he  might  then 
have  entered  into  some  deep  negotiation  with  the 
pretender,  although  I  would  not  believe  him  if  he 
should  swear  it,  because  he  protested  to  me  that  he 
never  saw  him  but  once,  and  that  was  at  a  great 
distance,  in  public,  at  an  opera.  As  to  any  other 
of  the  ministi7  at  that  time,  I  am  confident  he  can- 
not accuse  them,  and  that  they  will  appear  as  inno- 
cent with  relation  to  the  pretender  as  any  who  are 
now  at  the  helm.  And  as  to  myself,  if  I  were  of  any 
importance,  1  should  be  very  easy  under  such  sn  ac- 
cusation; much  easier  than  I  am  to  think  your  grace 
imsgines  me  in  any  danger,  or  that  lord  Bolingbroke 
should  have  an  ill  story  to  tell  of  me.  He  knows,  and 
loves,  and  thinks  too  well  of  me,  to  be  capable  of 
such  an  action.  But  I  am  surprised  to  think  your 
grace  could  talk,  or  act,  or  correspond  with  me  for 
some  years  past,  while  you  must  needs  believe  me  a 
most  false  and  vile  man,  declaring  to  you  on  all 
occasions  my  abhorrence  of  the  pretender,  and  yet 
privately  engaged  with  a  ministry  to  bring  him  in ; 
and  therefore  warning  me  to  look  to  myself,  and 
prepare  my  defence  sgainst  a  false  brother  coming 
over  to  discover  such  secrets  as  would  hang  me. 

■  Tlio  dean  and  chanter  of  i9l.  Pstriek'a  are  the  approprlatora 
of  that  church,  and  have  the  right  of  bestowing  the  cote  ou 
whon  they  please. 
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Had  there  been  ever  the  least  oyerture  or  intent  of 
bringing  in  the  pretender  during  my  acquaintance 
with  the  ministry,  I  think  I  must  have  been  very 
stupid  not  to  have  picked  out  some  discoveries  or 
suspicions.  And  although  I  am  not  sure  I  should 
have  turned  informer,  yet  I  am  certain  I  should  have 
dropi^ed  some  general  cautions,  and  immediately 
have  retired.  When  people  say  things  were  not  ripe 
at  the  queen's  death,  they  say  they  know  not  what. 
Things  were  rotten ;  and  had  the  ministers  any  such 
thoughts,  they  should  have  begun  three  vears  before; 
and  they  who  say  otherwise  understand  nothing  of 
the  state  of  the  kingdom  at  that  time. 

But  whether  I  am.  mistaken  or  not  in  other  men, 
I  beg  your  grace  to  believe  that  I  am  not  mistaken 
in  myself.  I  always  professed  to  be  against  the  pre- 
tender ;  and  am  so  still.  And  this  is  not  to  make 
my  court  (which  I  know  is  vain),  for  I  own  myself 
lull  of  doubts,  fears,  and  dissatisfactionst  which  I 
think  on  as  seldom  as  I  can :  yet  if  I  were  of  any 
value,  the  public  may  safely  rely  on  my  loyalty,  be- 
cause I  look  upon  the  coming  of  the  pretender  as  a 
greater  evil  than  any  we  are  likely  to  sufibr  under 
the  worst  Whig  ministry  that  can  be  found. 

I  have  not  spoke  or  thought  so  much  of  party  these 
two  yearst  nor  coold  anything  have  tempted  me  to  it 
but  the  grief  I  have  in  standing  so  iU  in  your  grace's 
opinion.    I  beg  your  grace's  blessing,  and  am,  &c. 

Jonathan  Swift. 


TO  THS  ARCHBISHOP  OF  DUBUN. 

Trim.  December  2t.  171S. 
Mt  Lord, — I  have  been  here  some  days  to  finish 
the  purchase  of  a  glebe  for  my  country  parish.  I 
prevailed  on  a  genUemen  to  aUenate  twenty  acres 
for  200^.  to  be  had  from  the  trustees  of  the  first- 
fruits.  He  then  sets  me  twenty-three  acres  more 
for  999  yean.  Upon  these  last  twenty-three  acres  I 
am,  by  agreement,  to  lay  out  the  said  200i,  in  build- 
ing, and  to  give  the  gentleman  immediately  551.  out 
of  my  own  pocket,  and  to  pay  him  i4L  per  annum 
for  ever,  which  is  near  the  value  of  the  whole  forty 
acres;  these  last  twenty-three  acres,  after  I  have 
built  and  improved,  I  design  to  leave  my  successor,* 
who  will  then  have  for^-three  acres  of  good  glebe, 
with  house,  gardens,  &c.,  for  14/.  per  annum.  I 
reckon  to  lay  out  of  my  own  money  above  250/., 
and  so  to  be  an  humble  imitator  of  your  grace,  lango 
intenxUio,  This  expedient  was  a  project  of  Dr. 
Raymond,  minister  of  this  town,  to  deal  with  a  Jew, 
who  would  not  lessen  his  rent-roll  to  save  all  the 
churches  in  Christendom.  Dr.  Coghill  and  every- 
body else  approves  the  thing,  since  it  is  a  good  bar- 
gain to  the  church,  a  better  to  the  gentleman,  and 
only  a  bad  one  to  myself,  and  I  hope  your  grace  will 
have  the  same  thou^ts. 

Since  I  came  down  here  I  received  the  honour  of 
a  large,  and  therefore  an  agreeable  letter  from  your 
grace,  of  November  22.  I  have  reason  to  think  my- 
self hardly  dealt  with  by  those  of  the  side  in  power, 
who  will  not  think  I  deserve  any  place  in  your  good 
thoughts^  when  they  cannot  but  know  that  while  I 
was  near  the  late  ministry  I  was  a  common  advocate 
for  those  they  called  the  Whigs,  to  a  degree  that  a 
certain  great  minister  told  me  I  had  always  a  Whig 
in  my  sleeve ;  neither  did  I  ever  friil  to  interpose  in 
any  case  of  merit  or  compassion,  by  which  means 
several  persons  in  England  and  some  in  this  king, 
dom  kept  their  employments,  for  I  cannot  remember 
my  lord  Oxford  ever  refused  me  a  request  of  that 
kind.  And  for  the  rest,  your  grace  may  very  well 
remember  that  I  had  the  honour  of  pprr^ponding 

•  See  the  dean's  will, 


with  you  during  the  whole  period  with  lome  d«fm 
of  confidence  ;  because  I  know  your  grsct  had 
wished  the  same  things,  but  differed  only  in  opinioL 
about  the  hands  that  should  effect  them.  It  wu  o& 
account  of  this  conduct  that  certain  warm  cratun* 
of  this  kingdom,  then  in  London,  and  not  unknovn 
to  your  grace,  had  the  assurance  to  give  m«  bmd 
hints  that  I  was  providing  against  a  change ;  tod 
I  observe  those  very  men  are  now  the  moit  caicfil 
of  all  others  to  creep  as  iar  as  they  can  out  of  htnD'i 

WMT. 

The  system  of  new  sealots,  which  your  gnce  n- 
tracted,  must  be  very  suitable  to  my  principles,  vbo 
was  always  a  Whig  in  politics.  I  have  been  toid 
that,  upon  the  death  of  the  last  nonjuring  bbbsp, 
Dodwell*  and  his  followers  thought  the  tcbian  it  u 
end.  My  notion  was,  that  these  people  begtn  t** 
set  up  again,  upon  despair  of  their  cause  by  tbeR- 
hellion  <*  being  brought  to  an  end ;  else  their  pobtin 
are,  if  possible,  worse  than  their  divinity.  Tpo: 
the  whole,  it  is  clear  that  the  game  is  entirelj  intlf 
hands  of  the  king  and  his  ministers ;  and  I  am  ex- 
tremely glad  of  your  grace's  opinion  that  it wiilbe 
played  as  it  ought ;  or  if  we  must  suffer  for  a  ntiDc. 
however,  I  had  rather  be  devoured  by  a  lion  tbin 
a  rat. 

That  maxim  of  the  injuring  person  never  ft^Tic; 
the  person  injured  is  I  believe  true  in  parUrulin. 
but  not  of  communities.  I  cannot  but  suppose  tkt! 
the  clergy  thought  there  were  some  hardshipa  viA 
grounds  for  fears,  otherwise  they  most  Ik  nn 
wicked  or  very  mad ;  to  say  more  would  be  to  esk: 
into  a  dispute  upon  a  party  subject ;  a  dog  on 
horse  knows  when  he  is  kindly  treated ;  and  be> 
sides,  a  wise  administration  will  endeavour  to  re- 
move the  vain  as  well  as  the  real  fears  of  those  tie; 
govern. 

I  saw  the  provost  yesterday  in  this  neigbixNir- 
hood,  and  had  some  little  talk  with  him  upoD  t^^ 
occasion  of  the  bishop  of  Killaloe's  death :  I  believe 
he  would  accept  of  the  deanery  of  Deny  if  I^- 
Bolton,  the  dean,  should  be  promoted ;  but  1  ■>> 
nothing  of  it  to  him.  I  believe  he  has  written  a 
Mr.  Molyneux.<^  I  find,  since  he  cannot  be  uvs^ 
with  a  bishopric,  that  he  desires  to  leave  his  it^tuv 
with  as  good  a  grace  as  he  can,  and  that  it  miy  a^ 
be  thought  that  what  he  shall  get  is  only  to  get  ri 
of  him.  I  said  in  general  that  auch  a  drcumstaBfCi 
as  things  stood,  was  hardly  worth  the  quiet  of  * 
man's  whole  life;  and  so  we  parted,  onl)  vitb 
telling  him  I  intended  to  write  to  your  grace  i^ 
answer  to  a  letter  1  had  from  you. 

JoKATHAlf  SirirT' 


FROM  ERASMUS  LEWIS,  ESQ. 

London.  Jenottry  It,  1*1'- 
Sir, — About  two  months  ago  I  sent  you  a  >-ery  los: 
epistle,  and  was  in  hopes  you  would  either  bi^^* 
made  us  a  visit  or  have  let  us  hear  fr^m  you.  Sior' 
you  have  done  neither,  we  must  flatter  oanelTf* 
that  you  will  be  better  the  new  year  than  thefonDer- 
Our  friend  Prior,  not  having  had  the  vidssitn^- 
of  human  things  before  his  eyes,  is  likely  to  end  ^» 
days  in  as  forlorn  a  state  as  any  other  poet  has  ioo^ 
before  him,  if  his  friends  do  not  take  more  canr  "^ 
him  than  he  did  of  himself.  Therefore,  to  prevcat 
the  evil,  which  we  see  is  coming  on  very  1^  ^ 
have  a  project  of  printing  his  **  Solomon,"  aod  i'^ 
poetical  warks,  by  subscription ;  one  guinea  to  ^ 

•  Henry  Dodwell,  a  very  learned  ooMOoteBia^  dinar. 
**  In  Scotland,  in  the  year  17l». 

*  Samuel  Molyneuz,  eaq.,  agratlcaiaaoffrealabQIk^'*^ 
large  property  in  Ireland,  aeeretuy  to  the  prisce  of  ^i^ 
ehaacellor  of  the  onlvenity  of  Dublu. 
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paid  in  hand,  and  the  other  on  delirery  of  the 
book.  He,  Arhutbnot,  Pope,  and  Gay,  are  now 
with  me,  and  remember  you.  It  is  our  joint  re- 
quest that  you  will  endeavour  to  procure  some  sub- 
tchptiobs :  jou  will  give  your  receipts  for  the  money 
>ua  receire,  and  when  you  return  it  hither  you  shall 
hftTe  others  in  lieu.  There  are  no  papers  printed 
here,  nor  any  advertisements  to  be  published ;  for 
the  whole  matter  is  to  be  managed  by  friends,  in 
such  a  manner  as  shall  be  least  shocking  to  the  dig- 
nity of  a  plenipotentiary. 

I  am  told  the  archbishop  of  Dublin  shows  a  letter 
of  }ours  reflecting  on   the  high-flying  clergy.     1 
hnc)  yon  have  writ  to  him  in  an  ironical  style,  and 
that  he  would  have  it  otherwise  understood.     This 
will  bring  to  your  mind  what  I  have  formerly  said 
(o  you  on  that  figure.     Pray  condescend  to  explain 
this  matter  to  me.     The  removal  of  my  lord  Towns- 
hcnd  hu  given  a  little  spirit,  but  that  will  soon  flag 
if  the  king,  at  his  return,  does  not  make  further 
chiD^,    What  measures  his  majesty  will  take  is 
uncertain ;  but  this  we  are  very  sure  of,  that  the 
divi&ion  of  the  Whigs  is  so  great,  that,  morally 
ipealUng,  nothing  but  another  rebellion  can  ever 
unite  them.     Sunderland,  Stanhope,  and  Cadogan, 
are  of  one   side  ;    Tovrnshend,    Walpole,   Orford, 
Deronsbire,  and  the  chancellor,*  on  the  other.     The 
latter  seem  at  present  to  be  strongest ;  but  when  the 
furmer  appear  with  a  German  reinforcement  they 
will  undoubtedly  turn  the  balance.     They  are  both 
making  their  court  to  the  Tories,  who,  I  hope,  will 
be  a  body  bv  themselves,  and  not  serve  as  recruits 
to  either  of  the  other  two.      Lord  Townshend's 
friends  give  out  ihat  his  disgrace  is  owing  to  refusing 
four  things,  viz.   to  keep  up  the  army,  repeal  the 
limitations  of  the  succession  act,  to  send  money  to 
fiermany  for  carrying  on  a  war  against  Sweden,  and 
to  attaint  lord  Oxford.     When  lord  Sunderland^ 
comes  over  he  will  probably  cry  "  whore"  again, 
and  endeavour   to  saddle  lord  Townshend  in  his 
turn.     For  these  reproaches  now  are  like  that  of 
jacobitism  in  former  reigns.    We  are  told  that  lord 
Bolingbroke  has  permission  to  stay  in  France,  not- 
withstanding  the  late  treaty,  provided  he  retires 
^m  Paris. 

TO  ARCHBISHOP  KING. 

London.  MRfeh  9. 1717. 
My  Lobd, — I  had  yesterday  the  honour  of  a  letter 
fnim  your  grmee,  wherein  you  fiivt  mention  Mr. 
Duncan's  accident,  who,  as  it  falls  out,  is  quite  re- 
<^Tered,  and,  they  say,  is  since  better  of  his  asthma : 
1  believe,  whenever  he  dies,  I  shall  be  in  some  dif- 
tM*nlttes,  although  I  am  wholly  indifferent  who  may 
succeed  him,  provided  he  may  be  a  deserving  person, 
anleis  I  might  say  that  my  inclinations  are  a  little 
turned  to  oblige  Mr.  Dopping,*'  on  account  of  his 
brother,  for  whom  I  have  always  had  a  very  great 
e«teem.  It  will  be  impossible  for  me  to  carry  any 
point  against  that  great  majority  of  the  chapter  who 
&re  ture  to  oppose  me  whenever  party  interferes; 
tod  in  tboae  cases  I  shall  be  very  ready  to  change 
my  nomination,  only  choosing  those  I  least  dislike 
Miong  tueh  aa  they  will  consent  to ;  wherein  I  hope 
1  shall  have  your  grare's  approbation. 

About  a  week  ago  I  wrote  to  your  grace  in  rela- 
tion to  the  provost.  My  lord  bishop  of  Dromorc, 
Dr.  Cogbitl,  and  I,  were  yesterday  using  our  rhe- 
toric to  no  parpoee.    The  topic  he  perpetually  ad- 

■  WillHun  e«rl  Cbwper. 

^  By  wboM  iiitrlgne*  lord  Townahnid  hnd  htm  removed  tnm 
th<»  olftoe  of  aecroUry  of  state,  snd  wu  given  to  general,  after- 
«ard  earl  of,  Scanbope. 

*  Mr.  DovpAng  wm  made  bishop  of  Oisory  in  1741,  aad  died 
Uw  year  Iblfcwiaf • 


heres  to  is,  that  the  court  offers  him  a  deanery  be- 
cause they  look  upon  him  as  a  man  they  cannot 
trust,  which,  he  says,  affects  his  reputation ;  that  he 
professes  to  be  as  true  to  the  present  king  as  any 
person  in  employment ;  that  he  has  always  showu 
himself  so  ;  that  he  was  sacrificed  by  the  Tories  in 
the  late  reign,  on  account  of  the  dispute  in  the  col- 
lege, and  other  matters ;  that  he  publicly  argues  and 
appears  against  the  same  party  now  upon  all  occa- 
sions, and  expects  as  little  favour  from  them,  if 
ever  they  should  come  into  power,  as  any  man  now 
in  employment.  As  to  any  hints  dropped  to  him  of 
any  danger  or  uneasiness  from  parliament  or  visit- 
ation, he  declares  himself  perfectly  safe  and  easy ; 
and  if  it  might  not  affect  the  society  he  should  be 
glad  of  such  Inquiries  in  order  to  vindicate  himself; 
that  he  should  like  the  deanery  of  Down  full  as  well 
and  perhaps  better  than  the  bishopric  of  Dromore, 
provided  the  deanery  was  given  him  in  such  a  man- 
ner, and  with  some  mark  of  favour  and  approbation, 
that  the  world  would  not  think  he  was  driven  into 
it  as  a  man  whom  the  king  could  not  trust ;  and  if 
any  such  method  could  be  thought  on  he  would 
readily  accept  it ;  that  he  is  ver^'  sensible  he  should 
be  much  happier  in  the  other  station,  and  much 
richer,  and,  which  weighs  with  him  more,  that  it 
would  be  much  for  the  present  interest  of  the  college 
to  be  under  another  head ;  but  that  the  sense  of  his 
own  loss  of  credit  prevails  vrith  him  above  all  con- 
sideration ;  and  that  he  hopes  in  some  time  to  con- 
vince the  world,  and  the  court  too,  that  he  has  been 
altogether  misrepresented. 

This  is  the  sum  of  his  reasoning,  by  all  I  could 
gather  after  several  conversations  with  him,  both 
alone  and  with  some  of  his  best  friends,  who  all 
differ  from  him,  as,  he  allows,  most  of  his  acquaint- 
ance do.  I  am  no  judge  of  what  consequence  his 
removal  may  be  to  the  service  of  the  college,  or  of 
any  favours  to  be  shown  it.  But  I  believe  it  would 
be  no  difficult  matter  to  find  a  temper  in  this  affair ; 
for  instance  (I  speak  purely  my  own  thoughts),  if 
the  prince  would  graciously  please  to  send  a  favour- 
able message  by  his  secretary,  to  offer  him  the 
deanery  in  such  a  manner  as  might  answer  the  pro- 
vost's difficulty.  I  cannot  but  think  your  grace 
might  bring  such  a  thing  about ;  but  that  I  humbly 
leave  to  your  grace. 

Mv  lord  bishop  of  Dromore  received  letters  yester- 
day from  your  grace  and  the  bishop  of  Derry,  with 
an  account  of  his  succeeding  to  Clogher,  of  which  I 
am  sure  all  partieii  will  be  exceeding  glad. 

I  wish  your  grace  a  good  journey  to  the  Bath,  and 
a  firm  establishment  of  your  healtli  there.  I  am. 
with  the  greatest  respect,  my  lord,  your  grace's  most 
dutiful  and  most  humble  servant, 

Jonathan  Swift. 

Not  knowing  but  your  grace  might  b«  gone  to  the 
Bath,  I  have  mentioned  something  of  the  provost's 
afiair  in  a  letter  this  post  to  my  lord  bishop  of 
Derry. 

TO  ARCHBISHOP  KINQ. 

Dublin.  March  M,  1717. 
My  Lord, — Your  grace's  letter  was  a  long  time  be- 
fore it  reached  me  ;  for  1  was  several  weeks  in  the 
country  despatching  the  affair  of  the  glebe,  which, 
however,  is  not  yet  quite  finished.  Your  grace  does 
rightly  conceive  the  nature  of  my  purchase,  and  that 
I  am  likely  to  be  2(KML  poorer  for  it :  onlv  I  shall 
endeavour  to  lose  by  degrees,  which  is  all  I  have  for 
it.  I  shall  endeavour  as  much  as  I  can  to  prevent 
the  evil  you  foresee  of  my  successors  neglecting  n^ 
improvements  and  letting  them  all  go  to  ruin.     I 
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shall  take  the  best  advice  I  can,  and  leave  them  to  be 
fools  as  well  as  knaves  if  they  do  so ;  for  I  shall 
make  so  many  plantations  and  hedges,  that  the  land 
ivill  let  for  double  the  value,  and  ailer  all  I  must 
leave  something  to  fortune. 

As  to  what  your  grace  mentions  of  a  pmctice  in 
the  late  reign  of  engaging  people  to  come  into  the 
queen's  measures,  J  have  a  great  deal  to  say  on  that 
subject  not  worth  troubling  you  with  at  present, 
further  than  that  I  am  confident  those  who  pretend 
to  say  most  of  it  are  conscious  their  accusation  is 
wrong :  but  I  never  loye  myself  so  little  as  when  I 
differ  from  your  grace ;  nor  do  I  believe  I  ever  shall 
do  it  but  where  I  am  master  of  the  fact,  and  your 
grace  has  it  only  by  report. 

I  have  been  speaking  much  to  the  provost  about 
the  deanery  of  Derry,  or  whatever  other  employ- 
ment, under  a  bishopric,  may  be  designed  him  upon 
these  promotions.  I  fiud  Dr.  Coghill*  has  been  upon 
the  subject  with  him,  but  he  is  absolutely  positive  to 
take  nothing  less  at  present ;  and  his  argument  is, 
that,  whatever  shall  be  given  him  now,  beneath  the 
station  his  predecessors  were  called  to,  will  be  a  mark 
of  his  lying  under  the  displeasure  of  the  court,  and 
that  he  is  not  to  be  trusted ;  whereas  he  looks  upon 
himself  to  have  acted  with  principles  as  loyal  to  the 
present  government  as  any  the  king  employs.  He 
does  not  seem  to  dislike  either  of  the  deaneries  of 
Derry  or  Down,  but  is  persuaded  it  will  reflect  upon 
his  reputation  ;  and  unless  it  could  be  contrived  that 
he  might  have  some  mark  of  favour  and  approbation 
along  with  such  a  preferment,  I  believe  your  grace  may 
be  assured  he  will  not  accept  it.  I  only  repeat  what 
he  says  to  me  and  what  1  believe  he  will  adhere  to. 

For  my  own  part,  who  am  not  so  retined,  I  gave 
my  opinion  that  he  should  take  what  was  given  him ; 
but  his  other  friends  differ  from  me,  and,  for  aught  I 
know,  they  may  be  in  the  right;  and  if  the  court 
thinks  it  of  consequence  that  the  present  provost 
should  be  removed,  I  am  not  sure  but  a  way  may  be 
found  out  of  saving  his  credit,  which  is  all  he  seems 
to  require  ;  although  I  am  confident  that  if  he  were 
a  bishop  the  government  might  be  very  secure  of 
him,  since  he  seems  wholly  fallen  out  with  the  Tories 
and  the  Tories  with  him  ;  and  I  do  not  know  any 
man  who,  in  common  conversation,  talks  with  more 
zeal  for  the  present  establishment  and  against  all  op« 
posers  of  it  than  he.  The  only  thing  he  desires  at 
present  in  his  discourse  with  me  is,  that  no  proposal 
of  a  deanery  should  be  at  all  made  to  him,  but  that 
he  may  go  on  as  he  is,  until  further  judgment  shall 
be  made  of  him  by  his  future  conduct. 

I  thought  it  proper  to  say  thus  much  to  your  grace, 
because  I  did  not  know  whether  you  and  be  per- 
fectly understood  each  other. 

I  hear  your  grace  intends  this  spring  for  the  Bath. 
I  shall  pray,  for  the  good  of  the  church,  that  you  may 
then  establish  your  health.  I  am,  with  the  greatest 
respect,  your  grace's  most  dutiful  and  most  humble 
servant,  Jonathan  Swift. 

Among  other  things,  the  provost  argued  that  Dr. 
Foster  was  promoted  to  a  bishopric  from  being  a 

,  fellow ;  and  therefore  he  must  conclude  that  offer- 
ing him  a  less  preferment  is  a  mark  of  displeasure, 
with  which  circumstance  he  is  determined  not  to 
leave  his  present  station. 

TO  ARCHBISHOP  KINO. 
_  _     _  ,,  Magberlyn,  Moy  «3,  1717. 

Mt  Lori>,— Your  grace's  letter  of  March  23rd  was 
brought  to  me  at  Trim,  where  I  went  a  month  ago 

•  Matnaduke  Coghill,  LL.D.,  judge  of  the  prerogative  court. 


to  finish  my  lease  and  purchase  for  ray  countr}-  pa- 
rish. ]n  some  days  after  I  met  my  lord  bishop  of 
Clogher  at  Drogheda,  by  appointment :  we  went  to- 
gether to  Clogher,  where  he  was  enthroned,  and  after 
three  days  came  to  this  place,  where  his  lordship  is 
settling  everything  against  the  coming  of  the  new 
bishop,  who  is  expected  here  next  week.  My  erat 
business  at  Clogher  was  to  seduce  his  lordship  to  hy 
out  2000/.  in  a  new  house,  and  for  that  end  we  rode 
about  to  find  a  situation.  I  know  not  whether  I 
shall  prevail,  for  he  has  a  hankering  after  makio2 
additions  to  the  old  one,  which  I  never  will  conse&t 
to,  and  would  rather  he  should  leave  all  to  the  gcD^ 
rosity  of  a  successor.  My  notion  is,  that  when  i 
bishop  with  good  dispositions  happens  to  anse,  it 
should  be  every  man's  business  to  cultivate  them.  It 
is  no  ill  age  that  produces  two  such,  and  therefore, 
if  I  had  credit  with  your  grace  and  his  lordship,  it 
should  be  all  employed  in  pushing  you  both  upoa 
works  of  public  good  without  the  least  mercj-tojoai 
pains  or  your  purses.  An  expert  tradesman  makr^ 
a  few  of  his  best  customers  answer,  not  only  for  tkoie 
whom  he  gets  little  or  nothing  by,  but  for  all  who 
die  in  his  debt. 

I  will  suppose  your  grace  has  beard  of  Mr.  Due- 
can's  death.  I  am  sure  I  have  heard  enough  of  iU 
by  a  great  increase  of  disinterested  correspondents 
ever  since.  It  b  well  I  am  at  free  cost  fur  board 
and  lodging,  else  postage  would  have  undone  me.  i 
have  returned  no  answer  to  any,  and  shall  be  gbdto 
proceed  with  your  grace's  approbation,  which  is  s 
less  compliment,  because  I  beliere  my  chapter  are 
of  opinion  I  can  hardly  proceed  without  it.  1  cii)y 
desire  two  things ;  firstt  that  those  who  call  them- 
selves my  friends  may  have  no  reason  to  reproach 
me  ;  and  the  second,  that  in  the  course  of  this  matttr 
I  may  have  sometliing  to  dispose  of  to  some  onf  I 
wish  well  to. 

Some  weeks  before  Mr.'  Duncan's  death,  his  bro- 
ther-in-law, Mr.  Lawson,  minister  of  Galtrim,  wriit 
for  England,  by  Mr.  Duncan's  consent,  to  apply  f'^r 
an  adjoining  living,  called  Kilmore,  in  Mr.  Dtincac'^ 
possession,  and  now  in  the  crown  by  his  death.  I 
know  not  his  success  ;  but  heartily  wish,  if  it  he  in- 
tended for  him,  that  the  matter  might  take  anotbff 
turn  :  that  Mr.  Warren,  who  is  landlord  of  Galtri^i, 
might  have  that  living  and  Kilmore  adjoining,  botb 
not  150/.,  and  Mr.  Lawson  to  go  down  to  Mr.  ^^• 
ren's  living  in  Clogher  diocese,  worth  above  300^ 
But  this  is  all  at  random,  because  I  know  not  whether 
Kilmore  may  not  be  already  disposed  of,  for  1  heir 
it  is  in  your  grace's  turn. 

I  heard  lately  from  the  provost,  who  talked  of 
being  in  the  north  in  a  month ;  but  our  Dublin  ac- 
count is,  that  tliey  know  not  when  the  deaneiy  is  to 
be  given  him.  I  do  not  find  any  great  joy  in  either 
party  on  account  of  the  person  who  it  is  supposed 
will  succeed  him.^  The  wrong  custom  o(  roakic? 
that  post  the  next  step  to  a  bishopric  has  been,  a$ 
your  grace  says,  of  ill  consequence ;  and  althoo^  >^ 
you  a[dd,  it  gives  them  no  rank,  yet  they  tbiiik  6t  to 
take  it  and  make  no  scruple  of  preceding,  on  all  oc- 
casions, the  best  private  clergyman  in  the  kingdom : 
which  is  a  trifle  of  great  consequence  when  a  nan's 
head  is  possessed  with  it. 

I  pray  God  preserve  your  grace,  for  the  good  «if 
the  church  and  the  learned  world  ;  and  for  the  hap- 
piness of  those  whom  you  are  pleased  to  honour  irith 
your  friendship,  favour,  or  protection.  I  befr  }^^ 
grace's  blessing;  and  remain,  wilJi  the  greater 
truth  and  respect,  my  lord,  your  grace's  most  dutiful 
and  most  humble  servant,  Jonathan  Swin. 

*  Dr.  Bichard  Baldwhi. 
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FROM  ERASMUS  LEWIS.  ESQ. 

London,  June  15,  1717. 
SiB, — Last  night  I  received  yours  of  the  5th  inst.  ; 
and  since  you  tell  me  I  am  your  only  correspondentt 
1  think  I  ought  to  he  the  more,  punctual  in  my  re- 
turns, and  the  more  full  in  what  relates  to  our  friends 
here.  Ton  trill  see  hy  the  puhlic  prints  that  Monday 
ne^t  come  se'nnight  is  appointed  for  the  trial  of  my 
lord  Oxforil,  and  that  no  less  than  six-and-twenty 
doughty  memhers  are  appointed  to  manage  it.  The 
lords  hare  likewise  settled  the  whole  forms  of  the 
proceedings.  My  lord  has  asked  that  two  lawyers 
more  might  he  added  to  his  counsel :  yet  is  all  this 
but  a  farce ;  for  there  is  not  n  creature  liying  who 
thinks  he  will  ever  be  tried  t  for  they  publicly  own 
that  they  neither  have  nor  ever  had  any  evidence ; 
and  laugh  at  impeachments  and  attainders  and  party 
y;anibols ;  and  say  that  all  people  deserre  to  be  so 
punished  who  presume  to  dispossess  the  Whigs  of 
their  indefeasible  right  to  the  administration.  But 
since  he  is  not  to  be  tried,  the  next  question  is,  in 
fvbat  manner  he  is  to  be  brought  off  so  as  to  save  the 
honour  of  his  prosecutors  t  I  think  it  will  be  by  an 
art  of  grace.  Others  say,  it  will  be  by  the  commons 
anking  more  time  and  the  lords  of  their  party  agree- 
ing to  refuse  it.  But  as  we  are  wholly  ignorant  of 
their  intentions,  it  is  possible  neither  of  these  guesses 
may  be  right,  and  that  they  may  keep  him  yet 
another  year  in  prison ;  which  my  lord  Marlborough 
see  IDS  passionately  to  desire. 

VTe  labour  here  under  all  the  disadvantages  in  the 
V  orld  in  every  respect ;  for  the  tide  of  party  runs 
Ktill  Tcry  strong  everywhere,  but  in  no  place  more 
than  in  Westminster-hall.  Those  on  tliis  side,  whose 
honour  and  interest  both  require  that  all  people  who 
pay  obedience  should  be  protected,  seem  to  want  a 
(opacity  to  govern:  and  the  similitude  of  circum- 
»t  inces  between  the  king  and  the  regent  render  the 
Utter  a  firm  ally,  contrary  to  the  natural  interest  of 
France.  Thus  we  are  secure  from  any  foreign  enemy. 

I  agree  with  you  that  Snapc's  letter*  is  really  but 
m  letter,  and  that  it  is  much  too  short  and  too  slight 
for  «uch  a  subject.  However,  his  merit  was  great 
in  being  the  first  to  give  the  slarm  to  his  brethren, 
•nd  setting  himself  in  the  front  of  the  battle  against 
bi<^  adversaries.  In  those  respects  his  letter  has  had 
its  full  effect. 

I  desire  you  will  be  as  quick  as  you  can  in  the  as- 
sistance you  intend  Prior ;  for  those  who  subscribed 
here  are  impatient  to  have  their  books  ;  and  we  can- 
not keep  it  off  much  longer  without  passing  for  com- 
nu>n  crbeats.  Dr.  Arbuthnot  and  Mr.  Charleton  and 
I  rennembcr  you  often.  Lady  Masham  always  asks 
for  you  rery  affectionately.  By  the  way,  I  am  per- 
f«*rtly  restored  to  grace  there  and  am  invited  to  their 
huu*e  in  the  country.  As  soon  as  lord  Oxford's 
affair  is  over,  I  intend  to  go  amongst  my  friends  in 
the  country,  not  to  return  hither  till  about  Michacl- 
Butifyou  will  direct  to  me  at  my  house  in 


ma*. 


t'^\%  n,  your  letters  will  be  conveyed  to  me  wherever 
1  am.  Mr.  Rochfort**  seems  to  have  a  great  many 
rood  qualities,  and  I  am  heartily  glad  he  has  met 
t«  ith  success.    Adieu. 


FROM  ERA8MU8  LEWIS,  ESQ. ' 

Loudon,  Jnne  IS.  1717, 
Hati3co  acquainted  you  in  my  letter  of  last  post 
that  it  was  the  universal  opinion  the  commons  would 
not  proceed  to  the  trial  of  my  lord  Oxford,  I  think 
myself  obliged  to  tell  you  that  we  begin  now  to  be 
•fio^ethinff  doubtful ;  for  the  managers,  who  are 
twenty-seven  in  number,  strenuously  give  out  that 
they   shall  be  ready  to  proceed  on  Monday  next. 

m  To  the  Udiop  of  Baasor.  Dr.  Hoadlay,  oceatloiMd  by  hit 
k>rd«l»lp*s  ■anaoa  preached  before  the  kinf  on  March  81.  1717. 
^  Uatd  ddsf-bsraa  of  the  sxehsqaer  in  qaera  Aaao's  reign. 


Therefore,  if  you  have  any  thoughts  of  coming  over* 
let  not  anything  which  I  have  said  in  my  last  have 
any  weight  with  you  to  alter  that  resolution.  1  am 
wholly  taken  up  with  the  men  of  the  law,  and  there- 
fore have  nothing  to  say  to  you  at  present  upon  any 
public  matters.  1  shall  only  just  trouble  you  with 
one  word  relating  to  a  private  affair.  My  brother  is 
chaplain  to  sir  Charles  Hotham's  regiment,  which  is 
now  ordered  to  Ireland.  If  you  could  find  any 
young  fellow  who  would  buy  that  commisssion,  my 
brother  thinks  his  patron  (my  lord  Carlisle)  will 
easily  prevail  with  my  lord  duke  of  Bolton  for  leave 
to  dispose  of  it.  I  should  be  very  glad  you  could 
find  him  a  chapman. 

t 

FKOM  ERASMUS  LEl^lS.  ESQ. 

London,  July  2.  1717. 
I  HAVE  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  lord  Ox- 
ford's impeachment  was  discharged  last  night*  hy 
the  unanimous  consent  of  all  the  lords  present,  and, 
as  nearly  as  I  could  count,  their  number  was  106, 
the  duke  of  Marlborough,  my  lord  Cadogan,  lord 
Coningsby,  and  a  few  others  of  the  most  violent, 
having  withdrawn  themselves  before  the  lords  came 
into  Westminster-hall.  The  acclamations  were  as 
great  as  upon  any  occasion ;  and  our  friend,  who 
seems  more  formed  for  adversity  than  prosperity,  has 
at  present  many  more  friends  than  ever  he  had  before 
in  any  part  of  his  life.  I  believe  he  will  not  have 
the  fewer  from  a  message  he  received  this  morning 
from  the  king  by  my  lord-chamberlain  to  forbid  him 
the  court.  You  know  the  prosecution  was  at  first  the 
resentment  of  a  party ;  but  it  became  at  last  a  ridicu- 
lous business,  weakly  carried  on  by  the  impotent  rage 
of  a  woman  (I  mean  of  my  lady  Marlborough),  who 
is  almost  distracted  that  she  could  not  obtain  her 
revenge. 

I  am  now  going  out  of  town,  with  an  intention  to 
roll  about  from  place  to  place,  till  about  Michaelmas 
next.     If  you  write  to  me,  direct  to  me  hither,  as 

*  A  story  hu  been  tnld.  bearioK  the  aafetv  of  lUrley  to  ba%e 
b(M.*n  extorted  ttom  tlie  duke  and  duchess  of  Marlborongh  at  Uie 
price  of  hb  concealing  tome  Mcret  of  importance : — 

"  After  the  acrawioa  of  king  Geovge  I.,  when  the  aarl  t^  (H- 
ford  was  impeached  and  committed  to  the  Tower,  and  prepara- 
tions were  made  for  his  trial,  it  is  well  known  tliat  a  stop  was 
sodilenly  put  to  it,  to  the  great  disappointment  of  a  large  part 
of  the  nation.  There  Is  a  traditional  story  relative  to  this  event, 
in  which  the  dnke  of  Marlborough  is  cunremed.  It  is  Mid  thnt 
at  that  time  Mr.  auditor  Harley  waited  upon  the  duchess  of 
Marlborough,  and  showed  lier  a  letter  formerly  written  by  the 
duke  which  proved  his  conespoDdeuee  with  the  pretender.'  Mr. 
Harley.  after  having  read  the  letter,  threatened  that  it  should 
be  prodiired  at  his  brollier  tho  earl  of  Oxlbrd's  trial  unless  the 
nroccedings  agninat  him  were  slopped.  Tlie  duchess,  watching 
tier  opportunity,  seized  the  letter  out  of  Mr.  Ilarley's  hand, 
threw  it  instantly  into  the  Are,  and  then  defied  his  malice.  Upon 
this  he  revli«d. '  Madam,  1  knew  your  grace  too  well  to  trust 
yutt :  the  letter  you  have  burnt  is  uuly  a  copy ;  the  original  ia 
safe  iu  my  ptmst^wion.*  A  simiUr  anecdote,  the  original  for 
which  we  an*  able  to  assign,  has  been  communicated  to  us  hy  a 
worthv  friend,  nefore  the  earl  of  (Oxford's  intended  trinl'he 
sent  Ids  aon.  lord  Harley,  togKher  with  serjeant  Com>ns  (after- 
wards chicf-baron  of  the  exchequer),  to  the  duke  of  Maflljomugh. 
requesting  his  grace's  attendance  at  the  trial.  The  duke,  in  some 
ooDcem,  inquired  what  the  earl  wanted  with  him.  Mr.  serjeant 
(^imvns  replied,  it  waa  only  to  ask  hb  grace  a  question  or  two. 
The  dnke  walked  about  the  room  for  about  a  quarter  of  au  hoar 
without  giving  any  answer,  «nd  seemed  greatly  disturbeil ;  after 
which  he  askM  for  what  purpose  his  attendanee  was  requirrd. 
Lord  Harley  aaid  It  was  only  as  to  his  hand.  *  What.'  said  hb 
grace,  *  has  your  father  any  letters  of  mine  :' — *  Yes,'  replied 
lord  Harlev, '  oil  the  letlrrs  vour  grace  e^er  wrote  to  him  since 
the  revolution.*  Upon  thb  the  duae  continue  to  walk  about 
the  room  in  the  greatest  anensineas,  and  even  flttnc  hb  wig  oflT 
in  a  passion.  Mr.  serjeant  Comyns  iuterrogating  him  what  an- 
swer they  should  return  to  the  uurortunate  lortl.  lie  said  '  I  will 
certainly  be  there.*  This  was  the  tnie  reason  why  the  earl  of 
Oxford  was  never  brought  to  a  trial.  Tlie  late  James  West,  esq , 
member  for  9t  Albau^  and  presidciit  of  the  Royal  5locietv, 
gave  the  account  of  the  fkct  to  the  late  counsellor  Gren,  in 
whose  hand-writing  It  b  iww  preserved.  Mr.  West  assnrea  Mr. 
Gregg  that  he  received  it  from  serjeant  Comyiu's  own  SMmth.** 
^Miogr.  Brit.  Loud.  1784.  vol.  iU.  5Ct. 
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usual,  and  your  letter  VfiM  be  conveyed  to  me  wher- 
ever I  am. 

Dr.  Arbuthnot,  Mr.  Charleton,  and  Mr.  Currey, 
have  dined  with  me  to-day,  and  you  have  not  been 
forgotten.  I  was  in  hopes  we  should  have  seen  you 
ere  this.  The  doctor  says  you  wait  for  the  act  of 
grace.    Is  it  sol  I  hope  to  see  you  by  next  winter. 

TO  ROBERT  COPE.  ESQ.a 

Dublin.  Jaly  9. 1717. 
Sib, — I  received  the  favour  of  your  letter  before  I 
came  to  town ;  for  I  stayed  three  weeks  at  Trim  after 
I  left  you,  out  of  perfect  hatred  to  this  place,  where 
at  length  business  dragged  me  against  my  will.  The 
archdeacon,  who' delivers  you  this,  will  let  you  know 
I  am  but  an  ill  solicitor  for  him.  The  thing  is  in- 
deed a  little  difficult  and  perplexed,  yet  a  willing 
mind  would  make  it  easy ;  but  that  is  wanted,  and  I 
cannot  work  it  up.  However,  it  shall  not  be  my 
&ult  if  something  be  not  made  of  it  one  time  or 
other ;  but  some  people  give  their  best  friends  reason 
to  complain.  I  have  at  a  venture  put  you  down 
among  poor  Mr.  Prior's  benefactors ;  and  I  wonder 
what  exemption  you  pretend  to,  as  appears  by  your 
letter  to  Mr.  Stewart.  It  seems  you  took  the  1000^ 
a-year  in  a  literal  sense,  and  even  at  that  rate,  I  hope 
you  would  not  be  excused.  I  hope  your  sheep-shearing 
in  the  county  of  Louth  hath  established  your  health ; 
and  that  Dr.  Tisdall,  your  brother  of  the  spleen, 
comes  sometimes  and  makes  you  laugh  at  a  pun  or  a 
blunder.  I  made  a  good  many  advances  to  your  friend 
Bolton^  since  I  came  to  town,  and  talked  of  you, 
but  all  signified  nothing,  for  he  has  taken  every  op- 
portunity of  opposing  me  in  the  most  unkind  and 
unnecessary  manner,  and  I  have  done  with  him. 
I  could  wiUi  great  satisfaction  pass  a  month  or  two 
among  you  if  things  would  permit.  The  archdeacon 
carries  you  all  the  news,  and  I  need  say  nothing. 
We  grow  mightily  sanguine,  but  my  temper  has  not 
fire  enough  in  it.  They  assure  me  that  lord  Boling- 
broke  will  be  included  in  the  act  of  grace  ;  which, 
if  it  be  true,  is  a  mystery  to  me. 

You  must  learn  to  wintei.  in  town,  or  you  will 
turn  a  monk,  and  Mrs.  Cope' a  nun ;  I  am  extremely 
her  humble  servant. 

I  have  ventured  to  subscribe  a  guinea  for  Mr. 
Browulowe,  because  I  would  think  it  a  shame  not 
to  have  his  name  in  the  list.    Pray  tell  him  so. 

I  doubt  whether  Mrs.  Cope  will  be  pleased  with 
the  taste  of  snufF  I  have  sent  her. 

Present  my  humble  service  to  your  mother  and 
brother ;  and  believe  me  to  be,  with  great  truth  and 
esteem,  sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

Jonathan  Swift. 


TO  BISHOP  ATTERBURY. 

Dnblin.  July  IS.  1717. 
Mr  Lord, — Some  persons  of  distinction,  lately  come 
from  England,  and  not  unknown  to  your  lordship, 
have  made  me  extremely  pleased  and  proud,  by  tell- 
ing me  that  your  lordship  was  so  generous  as  to 
defend  me  against  an  idle  story  that  passed  in  rela- 
tion to  a  letter  of  mine  to  the  archbishop  of  Dublin. 
I  have  corresponded  for  many  years  with  his  grace, 
though  we  generally  differed  in  politics,  and  therefore 
our  letters  had  often  a  good  mixture  of  controversy. 
I  confess  likewise  that  I  have  been  his  grace's  advo- 
cate where  he  had  not  many  others.  About  nine 
months  ago  I  wrote  a  letter  to  him  in  London  (for 
in  my  little  station  it  is  convenient  there  should  be 
some  commerce  between  us),  and  in  a  short  time  after 
I  had  notice  from  several  friends  that  a  passage  in 

•  A.  noUansn  of  louning,  good  fkniily,  aadfortuac,  aad  a 
giMt  admirar  of  Dr.  Switi, 
k  Dr.  Thoophilni  Boltou. 


my  letter*  was  shown  to  several  persons,  and  s  ««• 
sequence  drawn  from  thence  that  I  was  whoUj  gocf 
over  to  other  principles  more  in  fashion,  and  whereu; 
I  might  better  find  my  account.  I  neglected  tbH 
report,  as  thinking  it  might  soon  die ;  but  found  tt 
gathered  strength,  and  spread  to  Oxiford  &nd  t!u( 
kingdom ;  and  some  gentlemen  who  lately  VTi^t^^ 
here  assured  me  they  had  met  it  a  hundred  tion, 
with  all  the  circumstances  of  disadvantage  that  jt 
usually  tacked  to  such  stories  by  the  great  candjur 
of  mankind.  It  should  seem  as  if  I  were  someMj 
of  importance  ;  and  if  so  I  should  think  the  ^>i»h<» 
not  only  of  my  friends,  but  of  my  party,  mi^fat  d^^- 
pose  them  rather  to  believe  me  innocent  tlon  coa- 
demn  me  unheard.  Upon  the  first  intelligen»  I 
had  of  this  affair,  I  made  a  shift  to  recollect  the  o::'y 
passage  in  that  letter  which  could  be  any  w&j  liilk 
to  misinterpretation. 

I  told  the  archbishop  "  we  had  an  account  of . 
set  of  people  in  London  who  were  erecting  a  ihis 
church,  upon  the  maxim  that  ever^'thingi^as  vc«l 
since  the  revolution,  in  the  church  as  well  as  the  ^t^- 
— that  all  priests  must  be  re-ordained,  bishops  ipi: 
consecrated,  and  in  like  manner  of  the  rest— tUi  I 
knew  not  what  there  was  in  it  of  truth — that  it  wv 
impossible  such  a  scheme  should  ever  ptss-^o^ 
that  I  believed,  if  the  court,  upon  this  occa&i*'i 
would  show  some  goodwill  to  the  church,  di^counf. 
those  who  ill-treated  the  clergy,  &c.,  it  would  he  lie 
most  popular  thing  they  could  think  of." 

I  keep  no  copies  of  letters  ;  but  this  I  am  coct- 
dent  was  the  substance  of  what  I  wrote ;  lud  tk 
every  other  line  in  the  letter  which  mentioned  publi 
affairs  would  have  atoned  for  this,  if  ithsdbetm 
crime,  as  I  think  it  was  not  in  that  Juncture,  trbi 
ever  may  be  my  opinion  at  present ;  for  I  cunft^ 
my  thoughts  change  every  week,  like  those  of  a  si^' 
in  an  incurable  consumption,  who  daily  finds  biot- 
self  more  and  more  decay. 

The  trouble  I  now  give  your  lordship  is  an  HI  *<" 
turn  to  your  goodness  in  defending  me ;  bat  it  i*  ^>' 
usual  reward  of  goodness,  and  therefore  yoa  m^^* 
be  content.  In  '^the  mean  time,  I  am  in  a  hop^f' 
situation,  torn  to  pieces  by  pamphleteers  andlibelifr* 
on  that  side  the  water,  and  by  the  whole  bodi  d 
the  ruling  party  on  this  ;  against  which  all  th«  oS 
scurity  I  live  in  will  not  defend  me.  Since  I  cv."* 
first  to  this  kingdom  it  has  been  the  constant  ti- 
vice  of  all  my  church  friends  that  I  should  be  ncrr 
cautious.  To  oppose  me  in  eTerything  relstuiC  t' 
my  station  is  made  a  merit  in  my  chapter ;  vti  1 
shall  probably  live  to  make  some  bishops  as  poor '-» 
Luther  made  many  rich. 

I  profess  to  your  lordship  that  what  I  luve  b^^^ 
writing  is  only  with  regard  to  the  good  opinion  >- 
your  lordship,  and  of  a  very  few  other*  with  «iw^ 
you  will  think  it  of  any  consequence  to  sn  hoaest 
man  that  be  should  be  set  right.  I  am  sorry  tht' 
those  who  call  themselves  churchmen  should  be  tn- 
dustrious  to  have  it  thought  that  their  Bomber  * 
lessened,  even  by  so  inconsiderable  a  one  as  m^  • 
But  I  am  sufficiently  recompensed  that  (your  ^' 
ship  knows  me  best,  to  whom  I  am  so  smhitiot> 
to  be  best  known.  God  be  thanked,  I  have  bsi » 
few  to  satisfy.  The  bulk  of  my  censuren  ^ 
strangers,  or  ill  judges,  or  worse  than  either;  tfdi> 
they  will  not  obey  your  orders  to  eorrect  their  lent)' 
ments  of  me,  they  will  meet  their  ponishJiKSt  u 
your  lordship's  dtsapprobatiDn;  which  IwouUi»< 
incur  for  all  their  good  words  pot  togttber  v-i 
printed  in  twelve  volumes  folio.  I  am,  with  gi^^j 
respect,  my  lord,  your  lordship's  moii  dutifbl  i»i 
most  humble  servant,  Jokatbak  Swirr. 

»  See  Bfr.  Lewis's  letter  of  laawfy  It.  vni. 
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FROM  MB  PRIOB.« 

Dttke-Mtreet.  Wettmlnrter,  July  90, 1717. 
Dkai  Sib, — I  have  the  favour  of  four  letters  from  yoa 
of  the  9th,  I3tb,  16th,  aud  2Uth  instant.     They  all 
came  lafe  to  me,  however  variously  directed.     But  the 
last  to  me,  at  my  house  in  Duke-street,  is  the  rightest. 
I  find  mjself  equally  comforted  by  your  philosophy 
ind  anisted  by  your  friendship.  You  will  easily  ima< 
(poetbat  I  have  a  hundred  things  to  say  to  you,  which, 
for  as  many  reamns,  I  omit,  and  only  touch  upon  that 
buiincss  to  which  in  the  pride  of  your  heart  you  give 
tb«  epithet  of  sorry .b    ]  return  you  the  names  of  those 
wbo  We  been  kind  enough  to  subscribci  that  yoa  may 
see  if  tbey  are  rightly  spelt  and  the  jiut  titles  put  to 
them,  ss  lilcewise  if  it  has  happened  tliat  any  has  sub- 
laibed  for  more  than  one  Tolume.    You  will  please  to 
look  over  the  catalogue.    You  see  that  our  calculation 
coma  evoi,  the  genBeman's  name  that  desired  it  being 
omitted.    I  am  sensible  that  this  has  given  you  too 
moch  trouble ;  but  it  is  too  late  now  to  make  an  bio- 
logy.   Let  Mr.  Lewis,  who  is  now  with  me,  do  it  for 
me,  at  wliat  time  and  in  what  manner  he  pleases.     I 
take  it  for  granted,  that  whatever  I  write  as  whatever 
is  writ  to  me  will  be  broke  open ;  so  you  will  expect 
oothiug  from  me  but  what  you  may  have  as  particu- 
larly from  the  ]KWtboy.    We  are  all  pretty  well  in 
health.    I  have  my  old  whoreson  cough,  and  I  think 
I  may  call  it  mine  for  life.    The  earl  of  Oxford  is 
trmper  idem.     Lord  Harley  is  in  the  country.     Our 
brotherhood  is  extremely  dispersed ;  but  so  as  that  we 
have  been  three  or  four  times  able  to  get  as  many  of 
the  society  together,  and  drink  to  our  absent  friends.  I 
h4Te  been  maide  to  believe  that  we  may  see  your  reve- 
nnd  person  this  summer  in  England:  if  so  I  shall  be 
ghd  to  meet  you  at  any  place;  but  when  you  come  to 
Lotidon  do  not  go  to  the  Cocoa-tree,  (as  you  sent  your 
letter),  but  come  immediately  to  Duke-street,  where 
yott  shall  find  a  bed,  a  book,  and  a  candle :  so  pray 
think  of  sojourning  nowhere  else.    Pray  give  my  ser- 
wce  to  all  friends  in  general.    I  think,  as  you  have 
onlered  the  matter,  you  have  made  the  greater  part  of 
Ireland  list  themselves  of  that  number.    I  do  not  know 
l^ov  you  can  recompense  them  but  by  coming  over  to 
help  me  to  correct  die  book  which  I  promise  them. 

You  will  pardon  my  having  used  another  hand, 
>iTice  it  is  so  much  better  than  my  own ;  and  believe 
nie  ever,  with  the  greatest  truth,  dear  sir,  yours,  &c.  &c. 

Matthew  Prior. 


should  not  draw  you  into  uneasiness.  We  long  to 
embrace  you,  if  you  find  it  may  be  of  no  inconvenience 
to  yourself. 

FROM  MR.  PRIOR. 

Heathrop,  Auffnst  S4, 1717. 
Yours,  my  good  fViend,  of  the  6th,  finds  me  in  Ox- 
fordshire with  the  duke  of  Shrewsbury,  which  would 
sooner  have  been  acknowledged,  had  1  stayed  in  Lon- 
don. Before  I  left  that  pious  city,  I  made  due 
inquiry  into  the  methods  and  regularity  of  your  cor- 
respondence with  the  earl  of  Oxford.  He  has  receiyed 
your  letters;  he  will  answer  them — ^but  not  to-day, 
ffjcv/  otim,^  Nothing  can  change  him.  I  can  get  no 
positive  answer  from  him,  nor  can  any  man  else ;  so 
trouble  yourself  no  more  on  that  head  than  he  docs.  He 
is  still  in  London,  and  possibly  has  answered  you,  while 
I  am  a  little  arraigning  his  neglect ;  but  in  all  cases 
fibemvi  atnmam  mtam, 

I  wish  you  were  in  England,  that  you  might  a  little 
look  over  the  strange  stufl'that  I  am  to  give  our  friends 
for  their  money.  I  sliall  be  angry  if  you  are  near  and 
not  with  me ;  but  when  I  see  you  that  wei|^ty  ques- 
tion may  be  essily  decided.  In  the  mean  time,  I  am 
taking  your  good  counsel,,  and  will  be  in  the  country 
as  much  as  I  can. 

You  have  found  two  mistakes  in  the  list,  but  have 
not  corrected  them.  I  presume  we  shall  have  it  of 
the  best  edition  when  you  send  the  list  back  again ; 
of  which  I  say  no  haste  is  required. 

Give  my  service  and  thanks  to  all  friends ;  reserve 
only  to  yourself  the  assurance  of  my  being  beyond  ex- 
pression my  friend,  yours,  &c. 


FROM  THE  EARL  OF  OXFORD. 

Avguik  6,  I71T. 
Two  years*  xetreat  has  made  me  taste  the  conversation 
of  my  dearest  friend  with  a  greater  relish  than  even  at 
the  time  of  my  being  charmed  with  it  in  our  fkequent 
journeys  to  W  indsor.  Three  of  your  letters  have  come 
•afe  to  my  hands.  The  first  about  two  yean  since : 
that  my  sou  keeps  as  a  family  monument.  The  other 
two  arrived  since  the  Ist  of  July.  My  heart  is  often 
with  you,  bat  I  delayed  writing  in  expectation  of 
ipving  a  perfect  answer  about  my  going  to  Brampton ; 
hot  the  tenth  is,  tiie  warmth  of  rejoicing  in  those  parts 
i*  so  lisr  from  abatiiig,^  that  I  am  perniaded  by  my 
fnends  to  go  into  Cambridgeshire,  where  you  are  too 
just  not  to  believe  yon  will  be  welcome  before  any  one 
in  the  world.  The  longing  your  friends  have  to  see 
you  must  be  submitted  to  the  jndgmcnt  yourself 
nukes  of  mil  circumstances.  At  present  this  seems  to 
be  a  cooler  climate  than  your  island  is  likely  to  be, 
when  they  oaemble^  &c.    Our  impatience  to  see  you 


,  •  lodorwd.  **  Received  Angust  6, 1717.    Answeivd  the  ssme 

OMV." 

^  SateeriplioiM   for  Mr.  Prior's  ^oenis,  ^rocar^d  by  the 
c  H^joidivs  At  his  aoqaittst. 


FROM  MR.  ADDISON. 

March  20.  1718. 
Dear  Sir, — Multiplicity  of  business  and  a  long  dan- 
gerous fit  of  sickness  have  prevented  me  from  answering 
the  obliging  letter  you  nonoured  me  with  some  time 
since:  but  God  be  thanked,  I  cannot  make  use  of 
eidier  of  these  excuses  at  present,  being  entirely  free 
both  of  my  oflice  ^  and  my  asthma.  I  dare  not  how- 
ever, venture  myself  abroad  yet,  bnthaye  sent  the  con- 
tents of  your  last  to  a  friend  of  mine,  (for  he  is  very 
much  so,  though  he  is  my  successor,*)  who  I  hope  will 
turn  it  to  tlie  advantage  of  the  gentleman  whom  you 
mention.  I  know  you  have  so  much  seal  and  pleasure 
in  doing  kind  otHces  for  those  you  wish  well  to,  that  I 
hope  you  represent  the  hardship  of  the  case  in  the 
strongest  colours  that  it  can  possibly  bear.  However, 
as  I  always  honoured  you  for  your  good  nature,  which 
is  a  very  odd  quality  to  celelnate  in  a  man  who  has 
talents  so  much  more  shining  in  the  eyes  of  the  world, 
I  should  be  glad  if  I  could  any  way  concur  with 
you  in  putting  a  stop  to  what  you  say  is  now  in  agi- 
tation. 

I  must  here  condole  with  you  upon  the  loss  of  that 
excellent  man  the  bishop  of  Derry,**  who  has  scarce 
left  behind  him  his  equal  in  humanity,  agreeable  con- 
versation, and  all  kinds  of  learning.  We  have  often 
talked  of  yon  with  great  pleasure :  and  upon  this  oc- 
canon  I  cannot  but  ivflect  upon  myself,  wbo,  at  the 
same  time  that  I  omit  no  opportunity  of  expressing  my 
esteem  for  you  to  others,  have  been  so  neglisent  in 
doing  it  to  yourself.  I  have  several  times  taken  up 
my  pen  to  write  to  you,  but  have  been  always  inter- 
rupted by  some  impertinence  or  other ;  and  to  tell  you 
mireservedly,  I   have  been  unwilling    to  answer  so 

•  Alluding  to  lord  Oxrord*i  dUatoiy  hsbtts. 

b  Ofiecareftery  of  state,  which  nost  Mr.  AddlsoB  resiipied  ou 
the  14th  oTMareh.  171S,  and  bsd  a  penilon  gnatcd  hia  of 
1500/.  a-yrar. 

c  James  Cmss*!  esq. 

«i  Dr.  IH.  G^oT^  AAie. 
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agreeable  a  letter  as  tbat  I  received  from  you  with 
one  written  in  form  only ;  but  I  must  still  have  coii- 
tluued  silent  had  I  deferred  writing  till  I  could  have 
made  a  suitable  return.  Shall  we  never  again  talk  to- 
getlier  in  laconic?  Whenever  you  see  England,  your 
company  will  be  the  most  acceptable  in  the  world  at 
Holland-bouse,*  where  you  are  highly  esteemed  by 
lady  Warwick  and  the  young  lord ;  Uiough  by  none 
anywhere  more  than  by,  sir,  your  most  faithful  and 
most  obedient  humble  servant,  J,  Addison. 

FROM  LORD  HARLEY. 
.,     ,     ,,.  April  12.1718. 

His  lordship  writes  to  the  dean,  **  that  he  hopes  to  see 
him  at  Wimple  this  year;  that  lord  Oxford  was  well, 
and  talked  of  going  into  Herefordshire/*  He  adds, 
"  your  sister  *►  is  obliged  to  go  to  Bath ;  presents  her 
humble  service,  and  desires  you  to  accept  of  a  little 
etui.  I  beg  you  will  not  deny  me  the  favour  to  take 
the  snuff-box  which  comes  along  with  it  to  supply  the 
place  of  that  which  was  broke  by  accident  some  time 
ago.  I  am,  with  true  respect,  your  most  humble  ser- 
vant and  brother,  Hakley." 


:  FROM  MR.  PRIOR. 

.     -  May  1,1718. 

Dear  Sir, — A  pretty  kind  of  amusement  I  have  been 
engaged  in :  commas,  semicolons,  italics,  and  capitals, 
to  make  nonsense  more  pompous,  and  furbelow  bad 
poetry  with  good  printing.  My  friends*  letters,  in  the 
mean  time,  have  lain  unanswered ;  and  the  obligations 
I  have  to  them,  on  account  of  the  very  book  itself,  are 
unacknowledged.  This  is  not  all ;  I  must  beg  you 
once  more  to  transfer  to  us  an  entire  list  of  my  sub- 
scribers, with  their  distinct  titles  that  they  may  for  my 
honour  be  printed  at  the  beginning  of  my  book.  This 
will  easily  be  done  by  revising  the  list  which  we  sent 
to  you.  I  must  pray  of  you  that  it  may  be  exact  The 
money  I  received  of  Mitford,  as  mentioned  in  your 
last 

The  earl  of  Oxford  has  not  at  all  disappointed  my 
expectations.  He  is  temper  idetn,  and  has  as  much  bu- 
siness to  do  now  as  when  be  was  goveniing  England 
or  impeached  for  treason.  He  S's  still  in  town,  but 
going  m  a  week  or  ten  days  into  Herefoidshire.  Lord 
and  lady  Harley  are  at  tlie  Bath,  and  as  soon  as  I  shall 
have  settled  my  affairs  of  theiprinting-press  (sad  busi- 
ness! as  you  very  well  call  it)  I  shall  go  into  the  coun- 
try to  them. 

My  health,  I  thank  you,  is  pretty  good.  My 
courage  better.  I  drink  very  often  to  your  health 
with  some  of  our  friends  here ;  and  am  always,  with 
the  greatest  truth  and  affection,  dear  sir,  your  obliged 
and  most  obedient  servant,  Matthew  Prior. 


FROM  MR.  PRIOR. 

May  29, 1718. 
Dear  Sir,— I  liave  received  yours  of  the  6th,  with  the 
list  corrected.  I  have  two  colon-and>comma  men. 
We  correct,  and  desigti  to  publish,  as  fast  as  the  nature 
of  this  great  or  sorry  work,  as  you  call  it,  will  bear ; 
but  we  shiUl  not  be  out  before  Christmas,  so  tliat  onr 
friends  abroad  may  complete  their  collection  till  Mi- 
chaelmas, and  be  returned  soon  enough  to  have  their 
names  printed  and  their  books  got  ready  for  them.  I 
thank  you  most  heartily  for  what  you  liavebeen  pleased 
to  do  in  this  kind.  Give  yourself  no  further  trouble ; 
but  if  any  gentleman,  between  this  and  Micliaelmas, 
desires  to  subscribe,  do  not  refuse  it  I  have  received 
the  money  of  Mr.  Mitford. 

^  The  dean  liad  lodgln^^t  at  Kenainxton  in  1712:  and  Mr. 
Addison  lived  them  at  the  same  time,  nciuK  aome  years  bcfvre 
hii  marriase  with  the  coiinteu  of  Warwick 

^  Lady  Harley.  ao  named  from  her  hnatend  bein^  a  member 
of  the  club  with  Svilt,  who  called  themseUea  brothers. 


J  am  going  to-morrow  morning  to  tlie  Dith  to  mcrt 
lord  Harley  there.     I  shall  be  back  in  a  month. 

The  earl  of  Oxford  is  still  here.  He  wiU  go  inln 
Herefordshire  some  time  in  June.  He  says  lie  vill 
write  to  you  himself.  Am  I  particular  enough?  li 
this  prose?  And  do  I  distinguish  tenses?  I  \a,\t 
nothing  more  to  tell  you,  but  that  yon  are  the  bapjiifa 
man  in  the  world;  and  if  you  are  once  got  iuto  U 
bagatelle  you  may  despise  the  world.  Besides  can* 
triving  emblems,  such  as  Cupids,  torches,  and  brarti 
for  great  ^letters,  I  am  now  unbinding  two  Toluma  cf 
printed  heads,  to  have  them  bound  together  in  better 
order  than  they  were  before.  Do  not  you  envy  mf? 
For  the  rest,  matters  continue  euntt  olim,  I  will  d«( 
tell  you  how  much  I  want  you,  and  I  cannot  tcU  juq 
how  well  I  love  you.  Write  to  me,  my  dear  d«an,  and 
give  my  service  to  all  our  friends.     Yours  ever, 

Mattiiew  PmoR. 


FROM  PETER  LUDLOW.  ESQ.* 

SeptembCT  10,  IT  a 
I  SEND  you  the  enclosed  pamphlet  by  a  private  hand. 
not  daring  to  venture  it  by  the  common  post ;  for  il  u 
a  melancholy  circumstance  we  are  now  in,  that  friemb 
are  afraid  to  carry  on  even  a  bare  corrapondeocf, 
much  more  to  write  news,  or  send  papers  of  coiae* 
quence  (as  I  take  the  enclosed  to  be)  that  way.  But 
I  suppose  I  need  make  no  apology  for  not  semliiig  it 
by  post,  for  you  must  know,  and  own  too,  that  my 
fears  are  by  no  means  groundless.  For  yuur  fiieiid, 
Mr.  Man1ey,i>  has  been  guilty  of  opening  letters  thai 
were  not  directed  to  him,  nor  his  wife,  nor  really  to 
one  of  his  acquaintance.  Indeed,  I  own,  it  so  happeDfd 
that  they  were  of  no  consequence,  but  secrets  of  state. 
secrets  of  families,  and  other  secretj  (that  one  would 
by  no  means  let  Mr.  Manley  know),  might  have  bnn 
discovered;  besides,  a  thousand,  nay,  fur  augbt  1 
know,  more  than  a  thousand  calamities  might  Iu\e 
ensued ;  I  need  not,  I  believe,  enumerate  them  to  too  : 
but  to  be  plain  with  you,  no  man  or  woman  vould 
(with  their  eyes  open)  be  obliged  to  abow  all  they  fasti 
to  Mr.  Mauley.  These  I  think  sufficient  rcasoni  for 
sending  it  in  the  manner  1  do;  but  submit  them  vA 
myself  to  your  candour  and  censure. 

The  paper,  I  believe,  you'll  find  very  artfully  writtm, 
and  a  great  deal  couched  under  the  appeanmce  (I  ovo 
at  first)  of  blunders  and  a  silly  tale.  For  who,  vii)i 
half  an  eye,  may  not  perceive  that  by  the  old  womauf 
being  drowned  at  Ratclifi-highway,  and  not  desd  j(t« 
is  meant  the  church,  which  may  be  sunk  or  drovra<L 
but,  in  all  pt>babili^,  will  rise  again.  Then  the  msn 
who  was  followed  and  overtaken  is  easily  guessed  at. 
He  could  not  tell  (the  ingenious  author  says)  wh«d(T 
she  was  dead :  true :  but  maybe  he  will  tell  sum- 
But  then  the  author  goes  on  (who  must  be  supposed  » 
higfa-churehman)  and  inquires  of  a  man  riding  a  hinw* 
back  upon  a  mare.  That's  preposterous,  and  mitft 
allude  to  a  great  man  who  has  been  guilty  (or  be  is 
foully  belied)  of  very  preposterous  actions ;  when  the 
author  comes  up  to  him,  the  man  takes  him  for  s 
robber,  or  Tory,  and  ran  from  him,  but  you  find  be 
pursued  him  furiously.  Mark  that:  and  the  honr. 
This  is  indeed  carrying  a  figure  further  than  Hoba 
does:  he  makes  the  shield  or  its  device  an  e{stbrt 
sometimes  to  his  warrior,  but  never,  as  I  reoemba, 
puts  it  in  place  of  tlie  person  ;  but  there  is  a  figure  fir 
this  in  rhetoric,  which  I  own  J  do  not  remember ;  bv 
which  we  often  say.  He  is  a  good  fiddle,  or  ntiwr.  v 
by  the  gown  is  of^en  meant  particular  parsons.  ^^^ 
then,  you  find  tlie  horse,  seeing  himself  dead  or  ondox. 

•  Of  Arsulsgb,  in  the  county  of  Mesth,  esq.,  smndaen  of  0; 
famous  Ludlow,  who  wrote  the  "  Memoirs  of  hb  0^-nTisirt' 

b  Pbstmsster-generol  of  Ireland,  whom  Dr.  Svift  had  pratij 
befriended  In  queen  Anne's  timet 
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ran  away  •■  fast  as  be  could,  and  left  the  preposterous 
fellow  to  go  a-foot.  During  this  their  misfortune,  the 
candid  author  (whom  I  cannot  mention  without  a 
profound  respect)  calls  them  friends,  and  means  to  do 
tb«m  no  harm  ;  only  inquires  after  the  welfare  of  the 
church. — Ah !  dear  sir,  this  is  the  true  character  of  the 
Tiiries.  And  here  I  cannot  but  compare  the  generosity 
aud  good  nature  o(  the  one  with  the  sullen  ingratitude 
of  the  other ;  we  find  the  horse  gone,  and  they  footing 
it  give  a  surly  answer;  while  the  otlier  (though  a  con- 
qtiertir)  oflers  his  friendship,  and  asks  the  question  with 
a  -'  Pray  inform  me." 

I  have  gone,  my  dear  friend,  thus  far  with  the  paper 
to  show  you  how  excellent  a  piece  I  take  it  to  be,  and 
must  beg  the  favour  of  you  to  give  me  your  opinion  of 
it,  and  send  me  your  animadversions  u^ioo  the  whole ; 
which  I  am  confident  you  will  not  refuse  me  when  you 
coDtider  of  how  great  an  advantage  they  will  be  to  the 
whole  earth,  who,  maybe,  to  this  day,  have  read  over 
these  fleets  with  too  superficial  an  understanding;  and 
especially  since  it  is  the  request  of,  learned  sir,  your 
most  dutiful  and  obedient  humble  servant, 

Sia  Politic  Woolo-bb. 

I  submit  it  to  your  better  judgment  (when  you  make 
a  mure  curious  inquiry  into  the  arcana  of  this  piece) 
ti  consider  whether,  by  sir  John  Vangs  (who  you  find 
li>es  by  the  water-side)  must  not  be  meant  the  Dutch; 
since  you  find  too,  that  he  eats  b^-pudding  freezing 
hot ;  this  may  seem  a  paradox,  but  1  have  been  assured 
by  a  curious  friend  of  mine  of  great  veracity,  who  had 
lived  many  winters  in  Holland,  that  nothing  is  more 
cominou  than  for  hot  pudding  to  freeze  in  that  cold 
rmmtry  :  but  then,  what  convinces  me  that  by  sir  John 
the  Dutch  must  be  meant  is,  that  you  find  he  creeps 
out  of  a  stopper-hole,  which  alludes  to  tlieir  mean 
origin.  I  must  observe  too,  that  gammer  ^'angs  had 
ai)  old  woman  to  her  son.  That's  a  boh  for  Glorious.* 
— But  I  am  under  great  concern  to  find  so  hard  a 
sentence  passed  upon  poor  SwiA,  because  he's  little.  I 
think  him  better  toan  any  of  tliem,  and  hope  to  see  him 
greater. 

FftOM  MR.  PRIOIt> 

Lobdoii.  St^tember  15, 1718. 
Mr  DCAB  Dean, — I  have  now  made  an  end  of  wliat 
yuti   ID  your  haughty  manner  liave  called  wretched 
work.     My  book  is  quite  printed  off;  and  if  you  are 
dw  much  upon  the  U^teUe  as  you  pretend  to  be,  you 
will  find  more  pleasure  in  it  than  you  imagine.     We 
arv  going  to  print  the  subscriliers*  names :  if  therefore 
yoa   haTC  any  by  you  which   are  not  yet  remitted, 
pray  aend  them  over  by  the  next  post.     If  you  have 
not,  piay  send  me  word  of  tliat  too ;  tliat,  in  all  cases, 
I  may  at  least  hear  from  you.     The  earl  of  Oxford 
has   been  in  town  all  tliis  summer,  is  now  going  iuto 
Herefordshire,  and  says  1  shall  see  you  very  soon  in 
Kuglaiid.     I  would  tell  you  with  what  pleasure  this 
woold  be,  if  I  knew  upon  what  certainty  the  hopes  of 
it  were  founded.     Write  me  word  of  this  too ;  for  upon 
it  I  would  order  my  matters  so  that  I  may  be  as  much 
with  yoa  as  I  can ;  and  this  you  will  find  no  little 
Csvoor ;  ibr  I  assure  you  we  are  all  so  changed  that 
there   ia  very  little  choice  of  such  company  as  you 
would  like ;  and,  except  about  eighteen  hundred  that 
ha?e  subscribed  to  my  book,  I  do  not  hear  of  as  many 
mors     in    this    nation     that     have    common    sense. 
My    coosifi    Pemiyfeather  and  Will  Phillips  drink 
your  health.     I  cough,  but  I  am  otherwise  well ;  and, 
till  I  cease  to  cough,  i.  e.  to  live,  I  am,  witli  entire 
Iriendjikip  and    affection,   dear  sir,  your  most  obe- 
dient ana  humble  servant,  Matthew  Pbiob. 

•  Tb«  ooaoMm  appelUtioa  In  IrrUod  for  king  Willton  ill. 

^  Oo  th«  back  of  tuU  lett«r  tha  deao  ha*  written  — *'  LevniuUi 
rtt  rttim  panpertMeanim  bumiDuon.  quldiu  reipubllcte  viveotes, 
fma  penes  M&l,  et  naliorum  msgis." 


FROM  MR.  ADDI90N. 

HrUtol,  Oetobor  1,1  IS. 
Deab  Sib, — I  have  received  the  honour  of  your  letter 
at  Bristol,  where  I  have  just  finished  a  course  of  water- 
drinking,  which  I  hope  has  pretty  well  recovered  me 
from  the  leavings  of  my  last  winter*s  sickness.  As 
for  the  subject  of  your  letter,  though  you  know  an 
affair  of  that  nature  cannot  well  nor  safely  be  treated 
of  in  writing,  I  desired  a  friend  of  mine  to  acquaint 
sir  Ralph  Gore  that  I  was  under  a  pre-engagemeut, 
and  not  at  my  own  choice  to  act  m  it,  and  have 
since  troubled  my  lady  Ashe  with  a  letter  to  the  same 
effect,  which  1  hope  .has  not  miscarried.  However, 
upon  my  return  to  London  I  will  further  inquire  into 
that  matter,  and  see  if  there  is  any  room  left  for  me 
to  negotiate  as  you  propose. 

I  live  still  in  hopes  of  seeing  you  in  England,  and  if 
you  would  take  my  house  at  Bilton*  in  your  way, 
(which  lies  upon  the  road  within  a  mile  of  Rugby,) 
I  would  strain  bard  to  meet  you  there,  provided  you 
would  make  me  happy  in  your  company  for  some  days. 
The  greatest  pleasure  1  have  met  with  for  some  months 
is  in  the  conversation  of  n\y  old  friend  Dr.  Smalridge 
[bishop  of  Bristol],  who  since  the  death  of  the  ex- 
cellent man  you  mention  is  to  me  the  most  candid 
aud  agreeable  of  all  bishops ;  I  would  say  clergymen, 
were  not  deans  comprehended  under  that  title.  We 
have  often  talked  oi  you :  aud  when  I  assure  you  he 
has  an  exquisite  taste  of  writing,  I  need  not  tell  yoa 
how  he  talks  on  such  a  subject.  1  look  upon  it  as  my 
good  fortune  that  I  can  express  my  esteem  to  "y^u, 
even  to  those  who  are  not  of  the  bisliops*  party,  without 
giving  offence.  Wlien  a  man  has  so  much  compass  in 
his  character,  he  affords  his  friends  topics  enough  to 
enlarge  upon,  that  all  sides  admire.  I  am  sure  a 
sincere  and  zealous  friendly  bdiaviour^  distinguishes 
you  as  much  as  your  many  more  shining  talents; 
and  as  1  have  receivetl  particular  instances  of  it,  you 
must  have  a  very  bad  opinion  of  roe  if  you  do  not 
diink  I  heartily  love  and  respect  you;  and  that 
I  am  ever,  dear  sir,  your  most  obedient  and  most 
humble  servant,  J.  Addison. 

FROM  DR.  ARDITIINOT. 

Lomlon.  October  14, 1718. 
Deab  Sib, — This  serves  fur  an  envelope  to  die  enclosed ; 
for  I  caiujot  tell  whether  you  care  to  hear  from  any  of 
your  friends  on  this  side.  In  your  last  1  think  you 
desired  me  to  let  you  alone  to  enjoy  your  own  spleen. 
Can  you  purchase  your  fiO/.  a-year  in  Wales  as  yet  ? 
I  can  tell  you,  beforehand,  Lewis  scorns  to  live  with 
you  there.  He  kee^  company  with  the  greatest,  and  is 
principal  governor  in  many  families.  1  have  been  in 
France,  six  weeks  at  Paris,  and  as  much  at  Rouen  : 
where  I  can  assure  you  1  hardly  heard  a  word  of  news 
or  politics,  except  a  little  clutter  about  sending  some 
impertinent  ftrtudeHtt  dm  portiament  to  prison,  that  had 
the  impudence  to  talk  for  the  laws  and  liberties  of  their 
country.  I  was  asked  for  M  onsieur  Swift  by  many  peo- 
ple, I  can  assure  you;  and  particularly  by  the  duke 
d'Aumont.  1  was  respectfully  and  kindly  treated  by 
many  folks,  and  even  by  the  great  Mr.  Law.*  Amongst 
other  things  I  had  tlie  honour  to  carry  an  Irish  ladys 
to  court,  tliat  was  admired  beyond  all  the  ladies  in 
France  for  her  beauty.  She  had  great  honours  done 
her.    The  hussar  himself  was  ordmd  to  bring  her  the 

•  A  tmall  villus  in  Warwickshire,  whero  Mr.  A<liU4on't 
only  daughter  lon^  resided,  and  died  m  1797,  at  a  very  ad- 
vanioed  ajfe.  « 

b  Add&iioii  was  appealed  to  fay  buth  Mitics  in  the  dispute 
betweea  Swift  and  Stc«*le. 

c  The  projector  of  the  Mlwlwippi  Kheme  in  Franci*. 

d  The  celfbrated  l)eautv  Mim  Nrlly  Iknuet.  on  whom  the 
linea  were  writteu,  which  be|{in. 

For  when,  at  Nelly  came  lo  France. 
(,Iu\il«d  hy  hifr  couainsj  ikc/*-Npv  p.  — - 
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king's  cat  to  kiM.  Her  name  is  Bennet.  Among 
other  folks,  I  saw  your  old  fnend  lord  Bolingbroke, 
who  asked  for  you.  He  looks  just  as  he  did.  Your 
friends  here  are  in  good  health ;  not  changed  in  &eir 
sentiments  towards  you.  I  left  my  two  girls  in  France 
with  their  uncle,  which  was  my  chief  business.  I  do 
not  knew  that  I  have  any  friends  on  your  side,  beside 
Mr.  Ford,  to  whom  give  my  service,  and  to  Dr.  Par- 
nell  and  Mr.  Jervas. 

If  it  be  possible  for  you,  obey  the  contents  of  the 
enclosed ;  which  I  suppose  is  a  kind  invitation.  The 
dragon  is  just  as  he  was,  only  all  his  old  habits  ten 
times  stronger  upon  him  than  ever.  Let  me  beg  of 
you  not  to  forget  me,  for  I  can  never  cease  to  love  and 
esteem  you;  being  ever  your  most  affectionate  and 
obliged  humble  servant,  Jo.  Abbuthnot. 

FROM  THE  DUKE  OF  WHARTON. 

Monday  morning. 
Deab  Dean, — ^I  shall  embark  for  England  to-mor^ 
row.  It  would  be  necessary  for  me  to  take  leave  of 
lord  Molesworih  on  many  accounts  ;  and  as  Young  is 
engaged  in  town,  I  must  infallibly  go  alone,  unless 
your  charity  extends  itmlf  to  favour  me  widi  your 
company  there  this  morning. 

I  beg  you  would  send  me  your  answer,  and  believe 
me  sincerely  your  faithful  friend  and  servant, 

Whabton. 

P.S.  If  you  condescend  so  far,  come  to  me  about 
eleven  of  the  clock. 


FROM  DR.  ARBUTHNOT. 

London,  Decemher  1 1, 1T18. 
Deab  Bbotmbb, — For  so  I  had  called  yon  before,  were 
it  not  for  a  certain  reverence  I  pay  to  deans — I  find 
you  wish  both  me  and  yourself  to  live  to  be  old  and 
rich.  The  second  goes  in  course  along  with  the  first : 
but  you  cannot  give  seven  (that  is  the  tithe  of  seventy) 
good  reasons  for  either.  Glad  at  my  heart  should  I 
be  if  Dr.  Helsham*  or  I  could  do  you  any  good.  My 
service  to  Dr.  Helsham  ;  he  does  not  want  my  advice 
in  the  case.  I  have  done  good  lately  to  a  patient  and 
a  friend  in  that  complaint  of  a  vertigOj  by  cinnabar  of 
antimony  and  castor,  made  up  into  boluses  with  con- 
feet,  of  alkermes.  I  had  no  great  opinion  of  the  cin- 
nabar :  but  trying  it  amongst  other  things,  my  friend 
found  good  of  this  prescription.  I  had  tried  the  castor 
alone  before,  not  with  so  much  success.  Small  quan- 
tities of  ti/ictura  tacra,  now  and  then,  will  do  you 
good.  There  are  twenty  lords  I  believe  would  send 
you  horses  if  they  knew  how.  One  or  two  have  offered 
to  me,  who  I  believe  would  be  as  good  as  their  word. 
Mr.  Rowe,  the  poet-laureate,  is  d^d,  and  has  left  a 
damned  jade  of  a  Pegasus.  I  will  answer  for  it,  he 
will  not  do  as  your  mare  did,  having  more  need  of 
Iiucan's  present  than  sir  Richard  Blackmore.  I  would 
fain  have  Pope  get  a  patent  for  life  for  the  place,  with 
a  power  of  putting  in  D'Urfey  his  deputy. 

I  sent  for  the  two  Rosiograves,  and  examined  the 
matter  of  fact.  The  younger  had  no  concern  in  the 
note  of  20/.  The  elder  says  that  he  thought  the  20/. 
due  to  him  for  the  pains  and  some  expense  he  had 
been  at  about  the  young  fellow;  and  his  master, 
Bethel,  who  had  given  Mr.  Rosingrave  the  elder  ten 
guineas  before,  thought  the  same  reasonable.  He  says 
he  did  not  take  it  by  way  of  bribe,  but  as  his  due; 
and  did  never  intend  to  make  use  of  it  but  when  the 
young  fellow  was  in  circumstances  to  pay  him.  The 
younger  Rosingmvc  was  begged  and  entreated  both  by 
Bethel  and  the  young  fellow  (who  would  nut  go  with- 
out him)  to  accompany  him  to  Ireland  ;  and  did  be- 

»  An  eminent  mathematician  and  philosopher ;  also  a  great 
'••nd  and  medical  advispr  of  dean  Swift. 


lieve  that  bearing  his  expenses,  which  was  done  by 
Bethel,  was  the  least  he  could  take,  lliere  is  one  thinjc 
in  this  fellow^s  paper  that  I  know  to  be  a  lie,  hii  betn; 
ill  used  by  Rosingrave  at  lord  Carnarvon's.  He  ranf 
there,  I  believe,  once  or  twice  for  his  own  instructiQa 
or  trial,  and  lord  Carnarvon  gave  him  a  guinea.  He 
went  sometimes  to  hear  the  music  for  his  trnprovenMUt 
This  is  what  tiiey  tell  me.  However,  I  have  reprt* 
manded  the  elder  Rosingrave  for  tsking  the  u>tL 
When  this  fellow  came  first  to  town  I  tlioogbt  his  xwx 
might  do,  but  found  it  did  not  impnove*  It  is  migbtt 
hanl  to  get  such  a  sort  of  a  voice.  There  is  an  ezcd- 
lent  one  in  the  king's  chapel ;  but  he  will  not  go.  IV 
top  one  of  the  world  is  in  Bristol  choir,  and  I  hdim 
might  be  managed ;  though  your  Roringtave  is  rally 
much  improved :  so  do  not  totally  exclude  the  youni! 
fellow  till  you  have  more  maturely  conttdered  tbe 
matter. 

The  dragon  [the  'earl  of  Oxfordi  is  come  to  tova, 
and  was  entering  upon  the  detail  of  the  tcasoni  of  iti2* 
that  kept  him  from  appearing  at  the  begumin;.  to- 
when  I  did  believe  at  the  same  time  it  was  only  a  U« 
of  nature,  to  which  the  dragon  is  moat  subject,  Rf- 
manure  in  ataiu  in  ouo  ettf  msi  detnrbetur  tA  txiriMKA. 
Lord  Harley  and  lady  Harley  give  you  their  semer. 
Lewis  is  in  the  country  with  lord  Bathnxst,  and  bu 
writ  me  a  most  dreadful  story  of  a  mad  dog  that  bit 
their  huntnnan ;  since  which  accident  I  am  toM  hr 
has  shortened  his  stirrups  three  bores ;  they  were  not 
long  before.  Lord  Oxford  presented  him  with  tvo 
horses.  He  has  sold  one  and  sent  the  other  to  grw 
avec  htaucoup  de  M^ut,  I  do  not  believe  the  stoi?  ^ 
lord  Bolingbroke's  marriage,  for  I  have  been  eoianltrd 
about  the  lady,  and,  by  some  defects  in  her  consdfn* 
tion,  I  should  not  think  her  appetite  lay  much  tovaM 
matrimony.  There  is  some  talk  about  reverting  b'* 
attainder  i  but  I  wish  he  may  not  be  disappointed.  1 
am  for  all  precedents  of  that  kind.  Tltey  ey  th« 
pretender  u  likely  to  have  his  chief  minister  impcsci)^ 
too.  He  has  his  wife  prisoner  like  a  ••*•.  TV  ft**- 
men  of  the  house  of  commons  choose  Uieir  sneaker,  tf^ 
impeach,  &c.  I  think  it  were  proper.that  all  monsrcii^ 
should  serve  their  apprenticeships  as  pretenders,  tbit 
we  might  discover  their  defects.  Did  yon  ever  ex]«ct 
to  live  to  see  the  duke  of  Ormond  fighting  agsin^  thr 
Protestant  succession,  and  the  duke  of  Beiwidt  fl{|^' 
ing  for  it?  France,  in  confederacy  with  Eaglsiid.t8 
reduce  the  exorbitant  power  of  Spain?  I  really  tbink 
there  is  no  such  good  reason  for  living  till  serentr  s 
curiosity.  You  say  you  are  ready  to  resent  itasw 
affront  if  I  thought  a  beautiful  lady  a  curiosity  ii 
Ireland ;  but  pray  is  it  an  affront  to  say  that  a  Udj 
hardly  known  or  observed  for  her  beauty  in  Ireland  o 
a  curiosity  in  France.  All  deans  naturally  fall  ^^ 
paralogisms.  My  wife  gives  you  her  kind  lore  aw 
service,  and,  which  is  the  first  thing  that  ocean  to  ui 
wives,  wishes  you  well  married. 

I  have  not  clean  paper  more  than  to  bid  yoa  aSj^- 

FROM  LORD  BOLINGBROKE. 

Mairh  r.  r" 
I  HAVE  not  these  several  years  tasted  to  Kniible  i 
pleasure  as  your  letters  of  the  6th  of  January  and  ^ 
of  February  gave  me ;  and  I  know  enough  of  thf  ^^ 
demess  of  your  heart  to  be  assured  that  tlie  letter  1 1^ 
writing  will  produce  much  the  same  effect  on  you.  I 
feel  my  own  pleasure,  and  I  feel  yours.  The  mw* 
reflection,  and  at  the  same  time  the  bittewt  atirt 
which  can  t>e  made  on  the  present  age  is  this,  tbat  tj 
think  as  you  think  will  make  a  man  pass  for  roroantic. 
Sincerity,  constancy,  tenderness,  are  rarely  to  br  fooDjI. 
They  are  so  much  out  of  use,  that  the  man  of  nn'o* 
imagines  them  to  be  out  of  nature.  We  ntee* «'" 
few  fi-iends ;   the  greatest  part  of  those  who  pi»  '^ 
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to^  artf  properly  speaking,  DotKmg  more  than  ac- 
qaaiiitance ;  and  no  wonder,  since  Tully's  maxim  it 
certainly  true,  that  friendship  can  subsist  non  niii  inter 
hMMt.  At  tliat  age  of  life  when  there  is  balm  in  the 
blood,  and  that  confidence  in  the  mind  which  the 
innocency  of  oar  own  heart  inspires,  and  the  experience 
of  other  men  s  destroys,  I  was  apt  to  confound  my 
acquaintance  and  my  friends  together.  I  never  doubted 
bat  that  I  had  a  numerous  cohort  of  the  latter.  I 
expected,  if  ever  I  fell  into  misfortune,  to  have  as  many 
and  aa  remarkable  instances  of  friendship  to  produce 
as  the  Scythian  in  one  of  Lucian  s  dialogues  draws 
from  his  nation.  Into  these  misfortunes  I  have  fallen. 
Thus  far  my  propitious  stars  have  not  disappointed  my 
exp4H:tationt.  Tne  rest  have  almost  entirely  failed  me. 
The  fire  of  my  adversity  has  purged  the  mass  of  my 
acquaintance ;  and,  the  separation  made,  I  discover  on 
one  side  a  handful  of  friends,  but  on  the  other  a 
legion  of  enemies,  at  least  of  strangers.  Happily,  this 
fiery  trial  has  had  an  eflect  on  me  which  makes  me 
•oxDC  amends.  I  have  found  less  resources  in  other 
people  and  more  in  myself  than  I  expected.  I  make 
good  at  this  hour  the  motto, — 

'*  Nee  quierere,  nee  speniere,  honorem/' 
which  I  took  nine  years  ago,  when  I  was  weak  enough 
to  list  again  under  the  conduct  of  a  man  [the  earl  of 
Oxford]  of  whom  nature  meant  to  make  a  spy,  or,  at 
moat,  m  captain  of  miners,  and  whom  fortune  in  one  of 
her  whimsical  moods  made  a  general* 

I  enjoy  at  this  hour,  with  very  tolerable  health, 
great  tranquillity  of  mind.  You  will  I  am  sure  hear 
this  with  satisfaction ;  and  sure  it  is  that  I  tell  it  you 
wiibout  the  least  affectation.  I  iwe^  my  friend,  in  a 
narrower  circle  than  ever,  but  I  think  in  a  larger. 
Wb«o  I  look  back  on  what  is  past,  I  observe  a  mul- 
titude of  crrois,  but  no  crimes.  I  have  been  far  from 
foUowii^  the  advice  which  Cnlius  gave  to  Cicero :  Jd 
meinrt  eai  Mtatmtrt  quod  tttinu  tit  /  and,  I  think,  may 
say  to  myself  what  Dolabella  says  in  one  of  his  letters 
tij  tb«  same  Cicero,  SaHrfactmm  ettjam  k  /r,  vel  offtdo^ 
tri/awkMbaritaii :  mtirfaetum  etiam  partibttt^  «#  «'  rm- 
puilic^^  qmam  tu  probabas,  ReUquum  at,  tdn  $ntne  tai 
rapmbHea^  ihi  wmm»  potiuMf  gyam,  d»tm  iUam  veterem 
m^mammr^  mtmm»  in  nuUH.  What  my  memory  has 
funiiabed  oo  this  head  (for  I  have  neither  books  nor 
papers  here  concemii^  hcnne  affitirs)  is  writ  with  great 
rruth,  aod  with  as  much  clearness  as  I  could  give  it. 
If  e-rer  we  meet,  you  will  perhaps  not  think  two  or 
three  houn  absolutely  thrown  away  in  reading  it. 
One  thing  I  will  venture  to  assiue  you  of  beforehand, 
which  it,  that  you  will  think  I  never  deserved  more  to 
be  commended  than  while  I  was  the  most  blamed ; 
and  that  you  will  pronounce  the  brightest  part  of  my 
character  to  be  that  which  has  been  disguised  by  the 
oature  of  things,  misreuresented  by  the  malice  of  men, 
and  which  is  still  behmd  a  cloud.  In  what  is  passed 
ttierrfore  I  find  no  great  source  of  uneasiness.  As  to 
the  pvesent,  my  fortune  is  extremely  reduced,  but  my 
desires  are  still  more  so.  Nothing  is  more  certain  than 
thia  truth,  that  all  our  wants  beyond  those  which  a 
fcry  moderate  incopie  will  supply  are  purely  imagin- 
ary ;  and  that  his  liappiness  is  greater  and  better  as- 
surnl  who  brii^  his  mind  up  to  a  temper  of  not 
f^ing  tbcra,  than  his  who  feels  them  and  has  where* 
withal  to  supply  them. 


VMes.  qne  maxims  credls 


I>«e  omU,  exiiptam  eeiunnt  tarpemquoiepulssmt 
i^uante  dtfvitet."  &c.— Hor  Episi.  i.  lib.  1. 

Which  I  paimphrased  thus  not  long  ago  in  my  post- 


gfirvsy  nunklnd,  observe  what  risks  th«y  run, 
What  fkocM^  UU,  throagh  real  dangvn,  ahaii : 
Those  (kaeied  lUs,  to  dreiidfUl  to  tht*  great, 
A  lost  electioa,  or  impair'd  estate. 


Observe  the  BBrrehaat,  who,  ioleiit  on  gain. 
Affronts  the  tenors  of  the  Indian  m«in  ; 
Though  storms  arise,  and  broken  rocke  appear, 
lis  flies  from  poverty,  and  knows  no  other  firar. 
Vain  men  I  who  mignt  arrive,  with  toil  far  leas. 
By  smoother  paths,  at  greater  happineai ; 
For  'tit  superior  bibs  not  to  desire 
That  trifling  good  wliich  fondly  yoo  admire. 
Possess  pTMarioiaSt  and  loo  dear  acquire. 
MThat  h»diney  gladiaikor  can  you  find. 
By  whom  the  Olympic  crowu  would  be  declined  ? 
who,  rather  than  that  glorious  palm  to  selxA, 
With  safety  eomiiat,  and  prarail  with  ease. 
Would  ebooea  oo  some  Inglorious  staga  to  tread. 
And.  fighting,  struU  flrom  wake  to  wako  for  bread  ? 

As  to  what  is  to  happen,  I  am  not  anxious  about  it ; 
on  which  subject  I  have  twenty  fine  quotations  at  the 
end  of  my  pen ;  but  I  think  it  is  better  to  own  frankly 
to  you  that  upon  a  principle  (which  I  have  long 
established)  we  are  a  great  deal  more  mechanical  than 
our  vanity  will  give  us  leave  to  allow.  I  have  fami- 
liarised the  wont  prospects  to  my  sight ;  and,  by 
staring  want,  solitude,  neglect,  and  the  rest  of  that 
train,  in  the  tkce,  I  have  disarmed  them  of  their  terrors. 
I  have  heard  of  somebody  who,  while  he  was  in  the 
Tower,  used  every  morning  to  lie  down  on  the  block, 
and  so  act  over  his  last  scene. 

Nothing  disturbs  me  but  the  uncertainty  of  my  situ- 
ation, which  the  zeal  of  a  few  friends,  and  the  in- 
veteracy of  a  great  many  enemies,  entertain.  The 
more  prepared  I  am  to  pass  the  remainder  of  my  life 
in  exile,  the  more  sensibly  shall  I  feel  the  pleasure  of 
returning  to  you,  if  his  majesty's  unconditional  favour 
(the  offers  of  which  prevented  even  my  wishes)  proves 
at  last  eflTectual.^  I  cannot  apply  to  myself,  as  you 
bid  roe  do,— > 

■     '        Non  tibi  parvum 
Ingenium.  non  incuitiim  est, 

and  what  follows ;  and  if  ever  we  live  in  the  same 
country  together  you  sliall  not  apply  to  me. 


-Quod  si* 


Fkigida  euranim  fomeata  relioquere  posses. 

I  have  written  to  you,  before  I  was  aware  of  it,  a 
long  letter.  The  pleasure  of  breaking  so  long  a  silence 
transports  me;  and  your  sentiment  is  a  suflSciont 
excuse.  It  is  not  so  easy  to  find  one  for  talking  so 
much  about  myself;  but  I  shall  want  none  with  you 
upon  this  score.    Adieu. 

This  letter  will  get  safe  to  London ;  and  from  thence 
I  hope  the  friend  to  whom  I  recommend  it  will  find 
means  of  conveying  it  to  you.  For  God's  sake,  no 
more  apologies  for  your  quotations,  unless  you  mean, 
by  accusing  yourself,  to  correct  me. 

There  never  was  a  better  application  than  yours  of 
the  story  of  Picrochole.  Things  are  come  to  that  pass 
the  stocks  will  never  come ;  and  they  must  he  porters 
all  their  lives.  They  arc  something  worse  ;  for  I  had 
rather  be  a  porter  than  a  tool :  I  would  sooner  lend 
out  my  back  to  hire  than  my  name.  They  are  at  this 
time  the  instruments  of  a  vau^y  gardener,  who  has 
got  a  gold  cross  on  his  stomach  and  a  red  cap  on  his 
head.^ 

A  poor  gentleman,  who  puts  me  often  in  mind  of 
one  of  Scandal's  pictures,  in  Congreve's  play  of  "  Love 
for  Love,'*  where  a  soldier  is  re)iresented  with  his  heart 
where  his  head  should  be,  and  no  head  at  all,  is  the 
conductor  of  tliis  doughty  enterprise;  which  will  end  in 
making  their  cause  a  little  more  desperate  than  it  is.« 
Again,  adieu. 

»  BoUnghroke  received  the  king's  pardon  as  to  life,  and  after- 
wards as  to  property. 

»  Cardinal  Alberoai,  who  then  Bsanaged  the  intrigues  for 
the  house  of  Stuart.    His  fatlier  was  a  gardener. 

«  An  allusion  to  thf*  duke  of  Ornioiid,  who  was  drained  to 
havo  headed  a  desoent  upon  England,  where  a  rising  of  the 
Jacobltos  was  SMditated. 
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Let  me  hear  from  yoa  by  the  lame  conveyance  that 
brings  you  thii.  I  am  in  'pain  about  your  health. 
From  the  6th  of  January  to  the  16th  of  February  if 
a  long  course  of  illness. 

TO  LORD  BOLtNGBROKE. 

May  1. 1719. 
My  Lord, — I  forget  whether  I  formerly  mentioned  to 
you  what  I  have  observed  in  Cicero :  that  in  some  of 
his  letters,  while  he  was  in  exile,  there  is  a  sort  of 
melancholy  pleasure,  which  is  wonderfully  affecting. 
1  believe  Uie  reason  must  be,  that  in  those  circum- 
stances of  life  there  is  more  leisure  for  friendship  to 
oi)erate,  without  any  mixture  of  envy,  interest,  or 
ambition.  But,  I  am  afraid,  this  was  chiefly  when 
Cicero  writ  to  his  brethren  in  exile,  or  they  to  him ; 
because  common  distress  is  a  great  promoter  both  of 
friendship  and  speculation ;  for  I  doubt  prosperity  and 
adversity  are  too  much  at  variance  ever  to  suffer  a 
near  alliance  between  their  owners. 

Friendship,  we  say,  is  created  by  a  resemblance  of 
humours.  Vou  allow  that  adversity  both  taught  you 
to  think  and  reason  much  otherwise  tban  yuu  did; 
whereas  I  can  assure  you  that  those  who  contrived  to 
stay  at  home  and  keep  what  they  had  are  not  changed 
at  all ;  and  if  they  sometimes  drink  an  absent  friend  s 
health,  tliey  have  fully  discharged  their  duty.  I  have 
been  for  some  .time  nursing  up  an  observation,  which 
perhaps  may  be  a  just  one ;  that  no  men  are  used  so  ill 
upon  a  change  of  times  as  those  whii  acted  upon  a 
public  view  without  regard  to  tlieroselves.  I  do  not 
mean  from  the  circumstance  of  saving  more  or  less 
money,  but  because  I  take  it  that  the  same  grain'  of 
caution  which  disposes  a  man  to  fill  his  cotl'ers  will 
teach  him  how  to  preserve  them  upon  aU  events.  And 
I  dare  hold  a  wager  that  the  duke  of  Marlborough,  in 
all  his  campaigns,  was  never  known  to  lose  his  bag- 
gage. I  am  heartily  glad  to  hear  of  that  uncondi- 
tional ofler  you  mention ;  because  I  have  been  taught 
to  believe  there  is  little  gooil  nature  to  be  had  from 
that  quarter  ;  and  if  the  ofler  were  sincere  I  know  not 
why  it  has  not  succeeded,  since  every  tiling  is  granted 
tliat  can  be  asked  for,  unless  tliere  be  an  exception  only 
for  generous  and  good-natured  actions.  When  I  think 
of  you  with  a  relation  to  sir  Roger  [the  earl  of  Oxford], 
I  imagine  a  youth  of  sixteen  marrying  a  woman  of 
tliirty  for  love ;  she  decays  every  year,  while  he  grows 
up  to  his  prime ;  and  when  it  is  too  late  he  wonden 
how  he  could  think  of  so  unequal  a  match,  or  what  is 
become  of  the  beauty  he  was  so  fond  of. — I  am  told 
he  outdoes  himself  in  e\'ery  quality  for  which  we  used 
to  quarrel  witli  him.  I  do  not  think  that  leisure  of 
life  and  tranquillity  of  mind,  which  fortune  and  your 
own  wisdom  has  given  you,  could  be  better  employed 
than  in  drawing  up  very  exact  memoirs  of  those  afi'airs 
wherein  to  my  knowledge  you  had  the  most  difficult 
and  weighty  port :  and  I  have  often  thought,  in  com- 
paring periods  of  time,  there  never  was  a  more  im- 
portant one  In  England  tliaii  that  which  made  up  the 
four  last  years  of  the  late  queen.  Neitlier  do  I  think 
anydiing  could  be  more  entertaining  or  useful  tban 
the  story  of  it  fully  and  exactly  told,  witli  such  ob- 
servi^ions,  in  such  a  sspirit,  style,  and  method,  as  you 
alone  aie  capable  of  performing  it  One  reason  why 
we  have  so  few  memoirs  written  by  principal  actors 
is,  because  much  familiarity  with  great  afl'airs  makes 
men  value  them  too  little :  yet  such  persons  will  read 
Tacitus  and  Coroines  with  wonderful  delight.  There- 
fore I  must  beg  two  things :  first,  that  you  will  not 
omit  any  passage  because  you  think  it  of  little  mo- 
ment ;  and  secmidly,  that  you  will  write  to  an  ignorant 
world,  and  not  suppose  your  reader  to  be  only  of  the 
present  age,  or  to  live  within  ten  miles  of  London. 
There  is  nothing  more  vexes  me  in  old  historians  than 


when  tliey  leave  me  in  the  dark  in  some  paffign 
which  they  suppose  every  one  to  know.  It  is  mis  Lui- 
ness,  pride,  or  incapacity  of  great  men,  that  bss  gi^n. 
way  to  the  impertinents  of  the  nation  where  yon  a.f, 
to  pester  us  with  memoin  full  of  trifling  and  romuicr. 
Let  a  Frenchman  talk  twice  with  a  minister  of  sti^, 
he  desires  no  more  to  furnish  out  a  volume ;  a»l  I 
who  am  no  Frenchman,  despairing  ever  to  see  uj- 
thing  of  what  you  tell  me,  have  beien  some  tinw  pro> 
viding  materials  for  such  a  work,  only  upon  tbr 
strength  of  having  been  always  among  you,  and  vnt 
with  more  kindness  and  confidence  thaii  it  ofltn  lup^ 
pens  to  men  of  my  trade  and  level.  Bat  J  ia 
heartily  glad  of  so  good  a  reason  to  think  no  fai*J» 
that  way,  although  I  could  say  many  things  whk^ 
you  would  never  allow  yourself  to  write.  I  bit* 
already  drawn  your  character  at  length  in  one  tisfi, 
and  a  sketch  of  it  in  another.  But  I  am  sensibk  dii: 
when  Caesar  describes  one  of  his  own  battles  w«  (*»- 
ceive  a  greater  idea  of  him  from  thence  tftan  fron  ili 
the  praises  any  other  writer  can  give  him. 

I  read  your  paraphrase  [of  Horace. — Srcp.  ] 
with  great  pleasure ;  and  the  goodness  of  the  poft:? 
convinces  me  of  Uie  truth  of  your  philosopbr.  1 
agree  that  a  great  part  of  our  wants  is  ima^uirr- 
yet  there  is  a  different  proportion,  even  in  resl  wni 
between  one  man  and  another.  A  khig  deprtv<^  d 
his  kingdom  would  be  allowed  to  live  in  mi  van' 
although  he  had  ten  thousand  a  year  :  and  the  eaw  •• 
parallel  in  every  degree  of  life.  When  I  ressoo  iliu< 
on  the  case  of  some  absent  friends,  it  frequently  u^» 
away  all  the  quiet  of  my  mind.  I  think  it  ind^rfl^ 
to  be  merry,  or  to  take  satisfaction  in  anything.  ^^'^ 
those  who  presided  in  councils  and  armies,  smi  ^^ 
whom  I  had  the  honour  to  be  beloved,  are  eiriier  ■< 
humble  solitude,  or  attending,  like  Hanmfaal.  infntT 
courts,  donee  Bitkyno  libeat  vigihre  tifra$un,  >tT 
health  (a  thing  of  no  moment)  is  somewhat  mendr^i 
but,  at  best,  I  have  an  ill  head  and  an  adiin;  b^-ii' 
Pray  God  send  you  soon  back  to  your  oooutrr  ^ 
peace  and  honour,  that  I  may  once  more  see  him  ntm  f 
moranttm  utpe  diemfregij  &c.       Jomathati  Sviit 

FROM  MR.  PRIOR. 

Weatminsier,  May  5.  n?. 
Dear  StB, — Since  I  love  you  with  all  the  tifs  of '  •■ 
clination  and  friendships  and  wish  you  all  the  hif- 
piness  of  life,  health  especially  the  chiefest,  y<w  ^'^ 
pardon  my  being  a  little  peevish  when  I  ieceirt>l 
yours  of  the  28th  past^  which  told  me  I  most  vtA  ^i- 
pect  to  see  you  here,  and  that  you  were  not  perfectly 
well  at  Dublin.  I  hope  there  is  a  little  spleen  mixedvit^ 
your  distemper ;  in  which  case  your  horse  may  be  \q^ 
physician,  and  your  physician  may  have  the  hs}^''^^^ 
of  being  your  companion — an  honour  which  msiiy  b-t* 
would  envy  him.  As  to  the  tangfroid  of  flfly,  v^>  ^ 
it  not  that  is  worth  conversing  with,  except  Harley  ^>* 
BathuTSt  9  at  least,  make  no  more  that  sort  of  tx>a 
plaint  to  me.  htfutc  commemoratio  ett  qtuiti  tsfr^ 
bratio;  for  fifty  (as  Mr.  Locke  observes}  is  equi^t' 
fifty;  and  a  cough  is  worse  than  the  spleen.  M/ 
booksellte  is  a  blockhead ;  so  have  they  all  hero  <^ 
worse,  from  Chaucer's  Scrivener*  down  to  Johu  *'«i 
Jacob  ;^  Mr.  Hyde  only  excepted,  to  whom  my  ^^* 
in  quires  are  consigned,  and  the  greatest  care  t^ti. 
that  they  are  righdy  put  up.  Several  of  the  flit- 
scribers  to  you,  requiring  their  books  here,  baiebvl 
them.  I  need  not  repeat  my  thanks  to  you  for  i^ 
trouble  this  matter  has  given  you;  or  entrest  }vu 
favour  for  "Alma"  and  "Solomon."  I  shsll  jv'- 
form  your  commands  to  the  earl  of  Oxford,  f^ 

•  "  Adam  Scrivenfr/'  on  whom  tbe  ancicat  bizU  ibis**** 
alMMivveurw. 
b  joha  Barber  and  Jacob  Tunsan. 
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!&n ;  and  drink  your  health  with  our  friendf,  which 
I  «ll  I  ean  do  for  you  at  thit  distance,  till  vour  par- 
icultf  order  enjoins  me  anything  by  which  1  may 
bow  you  that  I  am,  and  desire  always  (o  continue, 
ritb  the  greatest  truth  and  regard,  sir,  your  most 
»b«dient  and  most  humble  aerrant, 

Matthkw  Prick. 

TO  HUB  VANHOMRIOH. 

Hftj  IS,  1719. 

k  Tous  fais  des  complimens  sur  Totre  perfection  dans 
a  Uugoe  Fruifoise.  11  laut  tous  connoitre  long 
empi  avant  de  connoitre  toutes  vos  perfections ;  tou* 
>ran  eu  vona  voyant  et  entendant,  il  en  paroit  des 
kiarellei,  qui  ^toient  auparavaut  cach^es ;  il  est  hon- 
rax  pour  moi  de  ne  saToir  que  le  Gascon  et  le 
atoif  aa  priz  de  vous.  Jl  n'y  a  rieo  a  redire  dans 
ortofiaphie,  la  propriety,  V^Ugance,  le  douceur,  et 
'es^it.  Et  que  je  suis  sot  moi  de  vous  repondre  en 
Q^me  langage,  vous  qui  etes  incapable  d'aucune 
uttiie,  li  ce  n'est  Testime  qu'il  vous  plait  d'avoir  pour 
Doi ;  car  il  u*y  a  point  de  m^rite,  ni  aucuu  pieuve  de 
turn  boil  goAt,  de  trouver  en  vous  tout  ce  que  la 
isture  a  donn6  un  mortel,  je  veux  dire  l*honneur,  la 
ertu,  le  bon  sens,  Taprit,  la  douceur,  ragr6mcii^  et 
ifrrmet^  d'ame;  mau  en  vous  cachant,  comma  vous 
sites,  le  monde  ne  vous  connoit  pas,  et  vous  perdei 
<l(^e  des  millions  de  gens.  Depuis  que  j'ai  I'bon- 
KUT  de  vous  connoitre,  j'ai  toujoun  remarqu6  que, 
ti  en  courenation  particulidre  ni  g6n6rale,  aucun 
Qot  s  khapp6  de  votre  bouche  qui  pouvoit  itre 
oieax  expriroe.  Et  je  vous  jure,  qu'en  faisant  sou- 
mt  la  pliu  severe  critique,  je  ne  pouvois  Jamais 
nniver  aucun  d4faut  en  vos  actions  ni  en  vos  paroles : 
A  coqaetterie,  Taffectation,  la  pruderie  sont  des  im- 
wrfectioDf  que  vous  n*avez  jamais  connues.  Et  avec 
uat  c«l^  croyes  pas  vous  qu'il  est  possible  de  ue  paa 
'<nM  cstimer  au  dessus  du  reste  du  geure  humamt 
M\ta  b&tes  en  jupes  sout  les  plus  excellentes  de 
»Ilei  que  je  vois  semees  dans  le  monde,  au  prix  de 
'<mi :  m  les  voyant^  en  les  entendant,  je  dis  cent  fois 
f  juur,  ne  paries,  ne  regardes,  ne  peusei,  ne  iaites 
iai  comme  ces  mis£rables.  Quelle  calamity  i  faire 
Bcprucr  autant  de  gens,  qui,  sans  songer  de  vous, 
cR'wnt  aises  supporfables  :  mais  il  est  temps  de  vous 
tcWr,  et  de  vous  dire  Adieu :  avec  tout  w  respect, 
A  iiuc^iti,  et  Testime  du  monde,  je  auis,  et  seiai 

% 

TO  THE  BISHOP  OP  MEATn.a 

May  9a.  1719. 
QAD  an  express  sent  to  me  yesterday  by  some  friends, 
^  let  me  know  that  you  refused  to  accept  my  proxy, 
thirh  I  think  was  in  a  legal  form,  and  with  all  the 
■'cumftanccs  it  ought  to  have.  I  was  likewise  in- 
"nned  of  some  Other  particulars  relating  to  your  dis- 
ileaiure  for  my  not  appearing.  You  may  remember, 
^  jou  please,  that  I  ^omised  last  year  never  to  appear 
>«^u  at  your  visitations ;  and  I  will  most  certainly 
'*^p  my  word  if  the  law  will  permit  me;  not  from 
u^j  oiritempt  of  your  lordships  jurisdictions,  but  that 
'  VAild  not  put  you  under  the  temptation  of  giving 
^  iiiiurious  treatment,  which  no  wise  man,  if  he  can 
iraU  it,  vill  receive  above  once  from  the  same  perMn. 
I  bad  the  less  apprehension  of  any  hard  dealing  from 
I'lur  lordships  because  I  had  been  more  than  ordinary 
■ftcictu  ID  my  respects  to  yoa  from  your  first  coming 
'vvr.  I  waited  on  you  aa  soon  as  I  knew  of  your  land- 
»k:  I  attended  on  you  in  your  first  journey  to  Trim ; 
'  Irtit  you  a  useful  book  relating  to  your  diocese,  and 
•  1*»'*J  my  visits  till  I  saw  you  never  intended  to  re- 
i^rn  tbem.    And  I  could  have  no  design  to  serve  my- 

*  )>1ia  Ktftn«.  traaslatod  IVom  the  lasof  Bancor  lo  thai  of 
VOL.  II. 


self,  liaving  nothing  to  hope  or  fear  from  you.  I  cannot 
help  it  if  I  am  called  of  a  different  party  from  your 
lordship ;  but  that  circumstance  is  of  no  consequence 
with  me,  who  respect  good  men  of  all  parties  alike. 

I  have  already  nominated  a  person  to  be  my  curate, 
and  did  humbly  recommend  him  to  your  lonlship  to 
be  ordained,  which  must  be  done  by  some  other  bisnop, 
since  you  were  pleased,  as  I  am  told,  to  refuse  it :  and 
I  am  apt  to  think  you  will  be  of  opinion  that,  when  I 
have  a  lawfbl  curate,  I  shall  not  be  under  the  necessity 
of  a  personal  appearance,  from  which  I  hold  myself 
excused  by  anotner  station.  If  I  shall  prove  to  be 
mistaken,  I  declare  my  appearance  will  be  extremely 
against  my  inclinations.  However,  I  hope  that  in  such 
a  case  your  lordship  will  please  to  remember  in  the 
midst  of  your  resentments  that  you  are  to  speak  to  a 
clergyman,  and  not  to  a  footman.  I  am  your  lord- 
ship^s  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

Jonathan  Swift. 


FROM  MR.  PRIOR. 

WatminstcT.  Deonnber  S,  1719. 
SiK, — ^Having  spent  part  of  my  summer  very  agreeaUy 
in  Cambridgeuiire  with  dear  lord  Harley,  1  am  re- 
turned without  him  to  mv  own  palace  in  Duke-strc«t, 
whence  I  endeavour  to  exclude  all  the  tumult  and  noise 
of  the  neighbouring  court  of  requests,  and  to  live  aiU 
nihil  agemdo  aut  tUiudmmdo  till  he  comes  to  town.  But 
there  is  worse  than  this  yet ;  I  have  treated  lady  Har- 
riot at  Cambridge  (go<Ki  God !  a  fellow  of  a  college 
treat!),  and  spoke  verses  to  her  in  a  gown  and  cap! 
What!  the  plenipotentiary,  so  far  concerned  in  tlie 
damned  peace  at  Utrecht — the  man  that  makes  up  half 
the  volume  of  terse  prose  that  makes  up  the  report  of 
the  committee,  speaikii^  verses !  Sic  et/,  homo  nan ; 
and  am  not  ashamed  to  send  those  very  venes  to  one 
who  can  make  much  better.  And  now  let  me  ask  you 
how  you  do,  and  what  you  do  ?  How  your  Irish  coun  • 
try  air  agrees  with  you,  and  when  you  intend  to  take 
any  English  country  airl  In  the  spring  I  will  meet 
you  whoe  you  will,  and  go  with  you  where  you  will ; 
but  I  believe  the  best  rendexvous  will  be  Duke>street, 
and  the  fairest  field  for  action  Wimple  ;^  the  lords  of 
both  these  seats  agreeing  that  no  man  shall  be  more 
welcome  to  either  than  yourself. 

It  is  many  months  since  the  complaints  of  my  sub- 
scribers  are  redressed,  and  that  they  nave  ceased  to  call 
the  bookseller  a  blockhead,  by  transferring  that  title  to 
the  author.  We  have  not  heard  from  Mr.  Hyde,  but 
expect  that  at  his  leisure  he  will  signify  to  Tonson 
what  may  relate  to  that  whole  matter,  as  to  the  second 
subscriptions.  In  the  mean  time,  I  hope  the  books  have 
been  delivered  without  any  mistake:  and  shall  only 
repeat  to  you  that  I  am  sensible  of  the  trouble  my 
poetry  has  given  you,  and  return  you  my  thanks  in 
plain  prose.  Earl  of  Oxford,  pro  mure  «vo,  went  late 
into  the  country,  and  continues  there  still.  Our  friends 
are  all  well ;  so  am  I ;  mmi  eum  piimiia  mole^o  tit ; 
which  is  at  this  present  writing,  and  will  continue  so 
all  the  winter.  So,  with  weak  lungs  and  a  very  good 
heart,  I  remain  always,  sir,  your  most  odedient  hum- 
ble servant, 

Matthew  Pbior. 

Service  to  Matthew  Pennyfeather  and  all  friends. 
Adieu. 


r    TO  LORD  BOLINGBROKE. 

D«c«mber  19, 1719. 
Mv  LoiD, — I  first  congratulate  with  you  upon  growing 
rich ;  for  I  hope  our  friend's  information  is  true,  omne 
§ohnn  diti  pairia,     Euripides  ntakes  tlie  queen  Jocusta 

•  Lady  Harriot   flarley,   only  daughter  of    Edward   lord 
Harlc). 
k  The  seat  of  lord  H«ley. 
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ask  her  exiled  aon  how  he  got  hit  yictuals :  hut  who 
ever  expected  to  see  you  a  trader  or  dealer  in  stocks  f 
I  thought  to  have  seen  you  where  you  are,  or  perhaps 
nearer  ;  hut  diu  aliter  vitum.  It  may  be  wim  one's 
country  as  with  a  lady  :  if  she  be  cruel  and  ill-natured, 
and  will  not  receive  us,  we  ought  to  consider  that  we 
are  better  without  her.  But  in  this  case  we  may  add, 
■he  has  neither  virtue,  honour,  nor  justice.  I  have  got- 
ten a  mesxotinto  (for  want  of  a  better)  of  Aristippua, 
in  my  drawing-room :  the  motto  at  the  top  is  Omnii 
ArUtipptoHf  4^.,  and  at  the  bottom,  TantA  /addm$  cum 
geiUt/lirirt,  oommismmjuteni.  But  since  what  I  heard 
of  Mississippi,  I  am  grown  fonder  of  the  former  motto. 
You  have  heard  that  Plato  followed  merchandise  three 
years,  to  show  he  knew  how  to  grow  rich  as  well  as  to  be 
a  philosopher :  and  I  guess  Plato  was  then  about  forty, 
the  period  which  the  Itslians  prescribe  for  being  wise, 
in  order  to  be  rich  at  fifty. — Stmt  tU  in  oiia  tuta  rwoe- 
dami,  I  have  known  something  of  courts  and  minis- 
ters longer  than  you,  who  know  idem  so  many  thousand 
times  better ;  but  I  do  not  remember  to  have  ever  heard 
of  or  seen  <xie  great  genius  who  had  long  success  in 
the  ministry :  and  recollecting  a  great  many  in  my 
memory  and  acquaintance,  those  who  had  the  smoothest 
time  were  at  best  men  of  middling  degree  in  under- 
standing. But  if  I  were  to  frame  a  romance  of  a  great 
minister's  life,  he  should  begin  it  as  Aristippus  has 
done ;  then  be  sent  into  exile,  and  employ  hu  leisure 
in  writing  the  memoirs  of  his  own  administration ;  then 
be  recalled,  invited  to  resume  his  share  of  power,  act 
as  Ihr  as  was  decent ;  at  last  retire  to  the  country,  and 
be  a  pattern  of  hospitality,  politeness,  wisdom,  and  vir- 
tue. Have  you  not  observed  that  there  is  a  lower  kind  of 
discretion  and  regularity,  which  seldom  fails  of  raising 
men  to  the  highest  stations,  in  the  court,  the  church, 
and  the  lawt  It  must  be  so :  for  Providence,  which 
designed  the  world  should  be  governed  by  many  heads, 
made  it  a  business  within  the  reach- of  common  imder- 
standings;  while  one  great  genius  is  hardly  found 
among  ten  millions.  Did  you  never  observe  one  of 
your  clerks  cutting  his  paper  with  a  blunt  ivory  knife  f 
did  you  ever  know  the  xnife  to  fail  going  the  true 
way  f  whereas,  if  he  had  used  a  razor  or  a  penknife,  be 
had  odds  against  him  of  spoiling  a  whole  sheet.  I  have 
twenty  times  compared  the  motion  of  that  ivory  imple- 
ment to  those  talents  that  thrive  best  at  court.  Think 
upon  lord  Bacon,  Williams,  Strafford,  Laud,  Clarendon, 
Snaftesbury,  the  last  duke  of  Buckingham ;  and  of  my 
own  acquaintance,  the  earl  of  Oxford  and  yourself;  aU 
great  geniuses  in  their  several  ways ;  and,  if  they  had  not 
been  so  great,  would  have  been  less  unfortunate.  I 
remember  but  one  exception,  and  that  was  lord  Somen, 
whose  timorous  nature,  join«i  with  the  trade  of  a  com- 
mon lawyer  and  the  consciousness  of  a  mean  extrac- 
tion, had  taught  htm  the  regularity  of  an  alderman  or 
a  gentleman-usher.  But  of  late  years  I  have  been  re- 
fining upon  this  thought :  for  I  plainly  see  that  fellows 
of  low  intellectually  when  they  are  gotten  at  the  head 
of  affairs,  can  sally  into  the  highest  exorbitancies  with 
much  more  safety  than  a  man  of  great  talents  can 
make  the  least  step  out  of  the  way.  Perhaps  it  is  for 
the  same  reason  that  men  are  more  afraid  of  attacking 
a  vicious  than  a  mettlesome  horse  :  but  I  rather  think 
it  owing  to  that  incessant  envy  wherewith  the  common 
rate  of  mankind  pursues  all  superior  natures  to  their 
own.  And  J  conceive,  if  it  were  left  to  the  choice  of 
an  ass,  he  would  rather  be  kicked  by  one  of  his  own 
species  than  a  better.  If  you  will  recollect  that  I  am 
toward  six  yean  older  than  when  I  saw  you  last,  and 
twenty  years  duller,  you  will  not  wonder  to  find  me 
abound  in  empty  speculations :  I  can  now  express  in  a 
hundred  words  what  would  have  formerly  cost  me 
ten.  I  can  write  epigrams  of  fifty  distichs,  which 
might  be  squeeied  into  one.    I  have  gone  the  round  of 


all  my  stories  three  or  four  times  with  the  yomm 
people,  and  begin  them  again.  I  give  hints  bov  siri- 
cant  a  person  I  have  been,  and  nobody  brieves  m^r  1 
pretend  to  pity  them,  but  am  inwardly  angry.  I  lij 
traps  for  people  to  desire  I  would  show  them  m« 
things  I  have  written,  but  cannot  soeoeed:  and  vioi 
my  spite  in  condemning  the  taste  of  die  peopk  tad 
company  where  I  am.  But  it  is  with  place  « it  i 
with  time.  If  I  boast  of  having  ben  valued  tLm 
hundred  miles  off,  it  is  of  no  more  use  than  if  I  ti\ 
how  handsome  I  was  when  I  was  joaag.  Tbe  wm 
of  it  is,  that  lying  is  of  no  use;  for  the  people  bat  r  J 
not  believe  one  bilf  of  what  is  true.  If  1  cso  pm  J 
oti  any  one  to  personate  a  hearer  and  adxaim,  } « 
would  wonder  what  a  fiivoasifeB  he  grows.  Vthrr 
to  have  the  first  glass  out  of  flie  bottle,  and  thehm^t 
I  can  carve.  Nothing  has  conrinoed  me  so  nodk  tti 
I  am  of  a  little  snbutem  spirit,  tmpis,  at^m  fm* 
animi,  as  to  reflect  how  I  am  forced  into  the  a^ 
trifling  amusements  to  divert  tbe  vexation  of  (nr' 
thoughts  and  present  objecti.  Why  camMtytml^- 
me  a  shred  of  your  mantie,  or  why  did  not  yon  W* 
a  shred  of  it  with  me  when  you  were  snatchrd  ^  a 
mef  you  see  I  speak  in  my  tnde^  although  it  b  p»- 
ing  fiist  a  trade  to  be  ashamed  of. 

I  cannot  but  wish  that  yon  would  make  it  paB.'<K 
for  me  to  see  a  copy  of  the  papers  you  are  about ;  c  • 
I  do  protest  it  necessary  that  such  a  thing  should  bv  • 
some  person*s  hands  beside  your  own,  and  I  roR  '• 
say  how  safe  they  would  be  in  mine.  NeitiMr  wu.: 
you  dislike  my  censures,  as  far  aa  they  might  rvk' ' 
circumstantials.  I  tax  you  with  two  minutes  t-u: 
until  you  have  read  this  letter,  although  I  am  ma:* 
you  have  not  half  so  much  from  businea  mate  gk^ 
and  entertaining. 

My  letter  which  miscarried  was,  I  believe,  m\.-wa 
edifying  as  this,  only  thanking  and  congratulating' « '^ 
you  for  the  delightful  verses  you  sent  me.  And  I  ti  ji 
to  have  expressed  my  vexation  at  seeing  you  §i}-.ui 
better  a  philosopher  than  myself;  a  tnde  y^r  ««■ 
neither  bom  nor  bred  to:  but  I  think  it  ii  ol'^** 
that  gentiemen  often  dance  better  than  tboie  tW  " 
by  the  art  You  may  thank  fortune  that  ay  pi  ■* 
no  longer,  &c.  Jonatbax  Sur. 


PROM  THE  DUCHraS  OV  ORMOM). 

ApolKr 
Sib, — You  would  have  great  reason  to  be  angn  « '^ 
me  if  my  long  silence  had  been  oocasioaed  t\  ^^* 
thing  but  my  care  of  you :  for  having  no  mf*  '*^  ^ 
send  by  till  now,  I  would  not  write,  for  fear  't  r  .; 
be  construed  a  sort  of  treason  (misprision  at  l*Mi 
you  to  receive  a  letter  from  one  half  of  a  pn*-'  - 
man.     I  inquire  of  everybody  I  see,  that  I  xtm"^ 
has  either  seen  yon  or  hovd  from  you,  how  }->i '  t*^ 
your  health ;  for  wealth  and  happiness  I  do  not « i  r  ^ 
you  abound  in ;  for  it  is  hard  to  meet  with  e.'  f  * 
the  country  you  are  in,  and  be  honest  as  too  »r 
thank  God  our  parliament  has  taken  then  to  task,  ^ 
finding  how  ill  a  use  they  made  of  their  jut'i'  ^ 
when  tiiey  had  it,  have  thought  it  not  fit  to  trw4  '^  ^ 
with  it  any  longer.*    I  hope  the  next  thiqg  w  1-  '■ 
tax  Ireland  from  hence,  and  thai  no  more  opp  tT-  - 
for  bills  of  attainder,  which  is  very  happy;  '« 


•  The  house  of  paen  Id  Irelaad  heviaa  ti>— ittsM  i  ^ 
(SeorRs  I.  •  lony  irpitniitotkia,  wttiag  fctth  tbma  lu^t « 
Ami  jutlieatttto  of  csosm  in  thM  klnfdoM.  thAhonar  «l  I  ■- 
England  molved,  on  the  tth  of  Jaanftir,  l7ie.oatt«n'  * 
that  the  barons  of  the  ezdieoaer  in  Irelnnd  ^^4  ax*^ 
aOkirof  Annealey  nnd  9herioek,  with  nMmge.  aflM^itai  \ 
in  aoppoit  of  hb  majetty's  preiuKaln*,  noi  with  MHin  • 
crown  of  Great  Bntain ;  and  a  bitl  vaa  aoen  after  bt.«  * 
for  tha  better  •cearlof  Uie  depradnaey  of  the  Xitt  '■  m 
Ireland  apoa  the  erown  of  Great  Britain. 
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pung  Hopeftil*  might  have  been  in  danger.  They 
tre  n  good  and  obedient  to  the  powers  above  that, 
betfaer  ^re  were  reaeon  or  not,  or,  aa  prince  Butler  b 
lid,  crime  or  no  oime^  the  man  was  condemned,  and 
price  fet  iqion  his  head. 

1  wantmoch  to  hear  what  you  think  of  Gicat  Britain ; 
V  all  our  rebtioDB  here  want  much  to  see  you,  where 
It  itnnge  changes  efcry  day.  You  remember,  and  so 
9  I,  when  the  South  Sea  waa  said  to  be  my  lord 
Ixford  •  brat,  and  must  be  starred  at  nune.^  Now 
(c  knig  has  adopted  it,  and  calls  it  his  beloved  child ; 
loagh,  perhaps,  you  may  say,  if  he  loves  it  no  better 
tail  hit  son,  it  may  not  be  saying  much :  but  he  loves 
:  a»  well  as  he  does  the  duchess  of  Kendal,^  and  that 
Myiiig  a  good  deaL  I  wish  it  may  thrive^  for  many 
fmy  friends  are  deep  in  it:  I  wish  you  were  so  too. 
believe,  by  this  tinoe,  you  are  very  sorry  I  have  met 
itb  aa  opportunity  of  troubling  you  with  this  scrawl ; 
ut  the  strong  must  bear  with  me  infirmities  of  the 
resk ;  and  thoeforey  brother,  I  hope  you  will  pardon 
te  inpcitioeocies  of  your  poor  sister,  whoee  faram  may 
e  naaonably  thought  turned  with  all  she  has  met  with. 
Ittt  nothing  wiU  hmder  her  from  being,  aa  long  as  she 
vet,  most  sincerely,  your  very  humble  servant  and 
litLTul  friend,  M.  Obmomd. 

FROM  MR.  PRIOR. 

Wertminster.  May  4, 1790. 
IL—From  my  good  friend  the  dean  I  have  two 
iftm  before  me,  of  what  date  I  will  not  say,  and  I 
ope  yon  have  forgot,  that  call  out  for  vengeance;  or, 
•  other  readings  have  it,  for  an  answer.  You  told  me 
1  oDe  of  them,  you  had  been  pursued  with  a  giddy 
cad ;  and  I  presume  you  judged  by  my  silence  that 
hare  laboured  under  the  same  distemper.  I  do  not 
iNMT  why  you  have  not  buried  me  as  you  did  Partridge, 
od  given  the  wits  of  the  age,  die  Steeles  and  Addisons, 
new  occasion  of  living  seven  years  upon  one  of  your 
^Aightt,  When  you  have  finished  the  copy  of  verses 
4ich  you  began  in  England,  our  writers  may  have 
Mtfaer  hint  upon  which  they  may  dwell  seven  years 
BKer. 

Are  you  Frenchman  enough  to  know  how  a  Gascon 
Brtaint  his  family  for  a  weeaf 

Dimanche,  une  esclanche ; 
Londi,  froidc  et  salode ; 
Mardi,  j'aune  la  grillade ; 
Mercredi,  hachee ; 
Jeudi,  bon  pour  la  capillotade ; 
VendiMi,  point  de  gras ; 
Samedi,  qu*on  me  caste  les  os,  et  les  chiens 
te  creveront  des  restes  de  mon  mouton. 

We  can  provide  such  sort  of  cookery,  if  you  will  but 
nwl  OS  the  cacAmdW  ;  but  rather  bring  it  with  you,  for 
t  will  eat  much  better  when  you  are  in  the  company. 
l^nl  Oxford  has  been  a  twelvemonth  in  Hereforoshire, 
« far  from  us,  literally,  though  not  geographically,  as 
f  he  liad  been  with  you  in  Ireland.  He  has  writteu  no 
mire  tu  us  than  if  we  were  still  ministers  of  state.  But 
a  tie  balance  of  account,  per  contra^  I  have  lord  Har- 
'T  at  London;  and  have  either  lived  with  him  at 
Simple,  or  upon  him  here,  ever  since  his  father  left 
-*•  1  know  no  reason  why  you  should  not  expect  his 
pu-turr,  but  that  he  nromised  it  to  you  so  often.  I 
»r>;te  to  him  six  months  since,  and,  instead  of  acknow- 
^>i)g  my  letter,  he  took  a  more  compendious  way  of 

*  The  prince  of  W«l«,  aAarward  king  Q«orge  II.,  then  apoo 
ul  Wms  with  hit  father. 

>  A  ■uiimaD  who  waa  ootorioua  about  the  itreeta  of  Luodon. 
T^ie  Svttth^Sea  ■chrmi*  b«rgan  to  rUe  into  aa  much  eminenoe 
n  Kn^laail.  «•  the  MiMteippl  pryject  in  Praooe. 

^  ('neagavd  Melealna  Sehuylenbcrg.  baroncM  of  8chavl«>ik- 
^ri  m  Cvnaaoy.  She  waa  crealtd  ducheta  of  Kendu  by 
^UKUtor2ei.,Xpia«0,m9. 


aendiiig  a  gentleman  to  lady  Harriot  in  Dover>8treet, 
and  bid  him  call  in  Westminster,  to  know  if  I  had 
anything  to  say  to  his  lord.  He  was  here  to*  day,  when 
ha  was  sure  the  scaflbld  was  ready  and  the  axe  whetted ; 
and  is  in  Herefordshire  when  the  consent  of  all  mankind 
either  justifies  his  ministry  or  follows  the  plan  of  it 
The  South-Sea  Company  have  raised  their  stocks  to 
three  hundred  and  fifty,  and  he  has  not  sixpence  in  it. 
Thou  art  a  stranger  in  Israel,  my  good  friend,  and 
seemest  to  know  no  more  of  this  lord  than  thou  didst 
of  the  Cmd»  d*  PetwHtonmgk  when  first  I  construed 
him  to  thee  at  the  coffeehouse. 

I  labour  under  the  distemper  you  complain  of,  deaf- 
neai ;  especially  upon  the  least  cold.  I  did  not  take 
care  of  my  ears  till  I  knew  if  my  head  was  my  own  or 
not ;  but  am  now  syringing,  and  I  hope  to  profit  by  it. 
My  cousin  is  here,  and  woU,  and  I  see  him  sometimes ; 
but  I  find  he  has  had  a  caution,  which  depended  upon 
his  expecting  mors  from  court,  and  is  justifiable  in  a 
man  who,  like  him,  has  a  great  family.  I  have  given 
your  compliments  to  my  two  fovouritss.  We  never 
forget  your  health. 

I  have  seen  Mr.  Butler,  and  lerved  him  to  the  utmost 
of  my  power  with  my  amid  poitntiores :  though  he  had 
a  good  cause  and  a  strong  recommendation,  he  trastefl 
wholly  to  neither  of  them,  but  added  the  greatest  dili- 
gence to  his  solicitations. 

Auditor  Harley  thanks  you  for  remembering  him  and 
his  singing-man.  As  to  the  affiur  of  subscriptions,  do 
all  at  your  leisure,  and  in  the  manner  you  judge  most 
proper ;  and  so  I  bid  you  heartily  farewell,  assuring 
you  that  I  am  ever  most  truly  yours^  M.  P. 

Friend  Ford  salutes  you.    Adieu. 

Richardson,  whom  I  take  to  be  a  better  painter  than 
any  named  in  your  letter,  has  made  an  exoellent  picture 
of  me ;  fkom  whence  lord  Harley  (whoee  it  is)  has  a 
stamp  taken  by  Vertue.  He  has  given  me  some  of 
them  for  you  to  give  to  our  friends  at  or  about  Dublin. 
I  will  send  them  by  Tonson's  canal  to  Hyde  at  Dublin, 
in  such  a  manner^  as  that  I  hope  they  may  come  safe 
to  you.  *      

TO  ROBERT  COPE,  ESQ. 

Dablin.  Mav  96.  1780. 
Ir  all  the  world  would  not  be  ready  to  knoca  me  down 
for  disputing  the  good  nature  and  generosity  of  you  and 
Mrs,  Cope,  I  should  swear  you  invited  me  out  of  malice; 
some  spiteful  people  have  told  you  I  am  grown  sickly 
and  splenetic ;  and,  having  beoi  formerly  so  yourself, 
you  want  to  triumph  over  me  with  your  health  and 
good  humour,  and  alie  it  youraecomplioe.  You  have 
made  so  particular  a  muster  of  my  wants  and  humowrs, 
and  demands  and  singularities,  and  they  look  so  formid- 
able that  I  wonder  how  you  have  the  oourage  to  be  such 
an  undertaker.  What  if  I  should  add  that  once  in  five 
or  six  weeks  I  am  deaf  for  three  or  four  days  together ; 
will  you  and  Mrs.  Cope  undertake  to  bawl  to  me,  or 
let  me  mope  in  my  chamber  till  I  grow  better  f 

Sisgala  de  noUa  anni  pradantur  euntea.* 

Hob.  Ep.  il.  lib.  il.  5A. 

I  bunted  four  years  for  horses,  gave  36/.  for  one  of  three 
years  and  a  half  old,  have  been  eighteen  months  train- 
ing him,  and  when  he  grew  fit  to  ride,  behold,  my  groom 
gave  him  a  strain  in  the  shoulder :  he  is  rowelled,  and 
gone  to  grais.  Show  me  a  misfortune  greater  in  its 
kind.  Mr.  Charleton  has  refused  Wadman*s  living — 
why,  God  knows — and  got  the  duchess  to  recommend 
his  brodier  to  it ;  the  most  unreasoiuible  thing  in  the 
world.  The  day  before  I  had  your  letter,  I  was  work- 
ing with  Mr.  Nutley  and  Bfr.  Whaley  to  see  what 
could  be  done  for  your  lad,  in  case  Caulfield  should 
get  the  living  which  Mr.  Whaley  (the  primate*s  chap* 


The  waning  yean  apace 


Steal  off  oar  tUoughta  abd  zifle  every  graces— Fbaxczs., 
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lam)  is  to  leftve  for  WadmanV  Because,  to  say  the 
truth,  I  have  no  concern  at  all  for  Charieton*s  brother, 
whom  I  never  saw  but  once.  We  know  not  yet  whether 
Whaley's  present  living  will  not  be  given  to  Dr.  Kear- 
ney [treasurer  of  Armagh]  ;  and  I  cannot  leani  lihe 
scheme  yet,  nor  have  been  able  to  see  Dr.  Stone.  The 
primate  [Dr.  Thomas  Lindsay!  is  the  hardest  to  be 
seen  or  dealt  with  in  the  world.  Whaley  seems  to 
Uiink  the  primate  will  offer  Caul field*s  living  to  young 
Cbarleton.  I  know  not  what  will  come  of  it  I  called 
at  sir  William  Fownes*B :«  but  be  is  in  the  county  of 
Wicklow.  If  we  could  have  notice  of  anything  in 
good  time,  I  cannot  but  think  that,  mustering  up 
friends,  something  might  be  done  for  Barclay ;  but 
really  the  primate's  life  is  not  upon  a  very  good  foot, 
though  I  see  no  sudden  apprehensions.  I  could  upon 
any  occasion  write  to  him  very  freely,  and  I  believe 
my  writing  would  be  of  some  weight,  for  they  say  he 
is  not  wholly  governed  by  Crot$e  [rector  of  St  Maryy 
Dublin].  All  this  may  be  vision ;  however,  you  will 
forgive  it.  I  do  not  care  to  put  my  name  to  a  letter ; 
you  must  know  my  hand.  I  present  my  humble 
service  to  Mrs.  Cope,  and  wonder  she  can  be  so  good 
to  remember  an  absent  man,  of  whom  she  has  no 
manner  of  knowledge  but  what  she  got  by  his  trou- 
bling her.  I  wish  you  success  in  what  you  hint  to 
me,  and  that  you  may  have  enough  of  this  world's 
wisdom  to  manage  it.  Pray  God  preserve  you  and 
your  fireside.  Are  none  of  them  yet  in  your  lady  s 
opinion  ripe  for  Sheridan  f  I  am  still  under  the 
discipline  of  the  bark,  to  prevent  relapses.  Charles 
Ford  comes  this  summer  to  Ireland.    Adieu. 


FROM  MISS  VANHOMRIOH. 

Selbridge,  1730. 
Believe  me,  it  is  with  the  utmost  regret  that  I  now 
complain  to  you,  because  I  know  your  good  nature 
such  tliat  you  caimot  see  any  humau  creature  misera- 
ble without  being  sensibly  touched.  Yet  what  can  I 
do  ?  I  must  either  unload  my  heart  and  tell  you  all 
its  griefs,  or  sink  under  the  inexpressible  distress  I  now 
suffer  by  your  prodigious  neglect  of  me.  It  is  now 
ten  long  weeks  since  I  saw  you ;  and  in  all  that  time 
I  have  never  received  but  one  letter  from  you,  and  a 
little  note  with  an  excuse.  Oh !  have  you  forgot  me  t 
You  endeavour  by  severities  to  force  me  from  you. 
Nor  can  I  blame  you ;  for  with  the  utmost  distress  and 
confusion  I  beheld  myself  the  cause  of  uneasy  re- 
flections to  you :  yet  I  cannot  comfort  you,  but  here 
declare  that  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  ar^  time,  or  ac- 
cident, to  lessen  the  inexprenible  passion,  which  I  have 

for .     Put  my  passion  under  the  utmost  restraint ; 

send  me  as  distant  from  you  as  the  earth  will  allow ; 
yet  you  cannot  banish  those  chaxming  Ideas  which  will 
ever  stick  by  me  while  1  have  the  use  of  memory : 
nor  is  the  love  I  bear  you  only  seated  in  my  soul ;  for 
there  is  not  a  single  atom  of  my  frame  that  is  not 
blended  with  it.  Therefore  do  not  flatter  yourself  that 
separation  will  ever  change  my  sentiments :  I  find 
myself  unquiet  in  the  midst  of  silence,  and  my  heart 
is  at  once  pierced  with  sorrow  and  love.  For  Heaven*s 
sake,  tell  me  what  has  caused  this  prodigious  change 
in  you  which  I  have  found  of  late.  If  you  have  tlie 
least  remains  of  pity  for  me  left,  tell  it  me  tenderly. 
No — do  not  tell  it  so  that  it  may  cause  my  present 
death :  and  do  not  suffer  me  to  live  a  life  like  a 
languishing  death,  which  is  the  only  life  I  can  lead  if 
you  have  lost  any  of  your  tenderness  for  me. 

a  An  sldennau  and  lord-mayor  of  Dublin,  father  of  Mr. 
Cope's  lady.  He  wai  author  of  '•  Metliod*  Propoand  for  R«- 
inilating  the  Poor,  8uppotting  some,  and  Employini;  others, 
according  to  their  Captuatiea.  By  Sir  W.  P..  1785.'*  8to;  and 
there  is  a  letter  of  bu  to  the  dean,  September  9,  1738,  on  the 
Utility  of  an  Hospital  for  LonatSes. 


TO  MISS  VANHOM&IQH.«17Sa. 

Ip  you  knew  how  many  little  difilculties  thoe  are  in 
sending  letters  to  von,  it  would  remove  five  purti  ia 
six  of  your  quarrel.  But  liDoe  yon  lay  hcAd  of  nj 
promises,  and  are  so  exact  to  the  day,  I  shall  promBr 
you  no  more,  and  ratber  choose  to  be  better  tlun  mj 
word  than  worse.  I  am  confident  you  came  chidiif 
into  the  world,  and  will  conttnoe  so  while  yon  sit  ia 
it.  I  wonder  what  MobkinF  meant  by  showing  loo 
my  letter.  I  will  write  to  her  no  more,  since  she  ca 
keep  secrets  no  better.  It  was  the  first  lore-lettir  I 
have  writ  these  dozen  years ;  and  since  I  have  w  lU 
success,  I  will  write  no  more.  Never  was  a  belle 
passion  so  defeated.  But  the  governor,  i  hear,  a 
jealous ;  and,  upon  your  word,  you  have  a  vast  deal  ta 
say  to  me  about  it«  Mind  your  nuxse-keepizi; :  d? 
your  duty,  and  leave  off  your  hu£Sng.  One  wod-i 
think  you  were  in  love,  by  dating  your  letter  Angotf 
29,  by  which  means  I  received  it  just  a  month  befcn 
it  was  written.  You  do  not  find  I  answer  your  qwy 
tiona  to  yotir  satisfaction :  prove  to  me  first  that  it  vat 
even  possible  to  answer  anything  to  yourmlisfsfiinn, » 
as  that  yoa  would  not  grumble  in  half  an  boor.  I  aa 
glad  my  writing  punles  you,  for  then  your  time  vill  \.* 
employed  in  finding  it  out :  and  I  am  sure  it  costs  me  i 
great  many  thougnts  to  make  my  letters  difBcolt 
Yesterday  I  was  half  way  toward  you  where  I  dined, 
and  returned  weary  enough.  I  asked  where  ^tiaX  wA 
to  the  left  led,  and  they  named  tbe  place.  I  vak 
your  letters  were  as  difficult  as  mine,  for  then  tfary 
would  be  of  no  couseqtience  if  th^  were  dropped  I'T 

careless  messengers.      A  stroke signifies  everf- 

thing  that  may  be  said  to  Cad at  begimiiug  « 

conclusion.     It  is  I  who  ought  to  be  in  a  huff,  thai 

anything  written  by  Cad should  be  difficult  u 

Skiuage. 

FROM  MISS  VANHOMRIGH.^ITSO. 

Is  it  possible  that  again  you  will  do  the  very  &» 
thing  I  warned  you  of  so  lately  f  I  believe  youthoi^ 
1  only  rallied  when  I  told  yoa  the  other  night  I 
would  pester  you  with  letters.  Oooe  more  I  advi* 
you,  if  YOU  have  any  regard  for  jixur  quiet,  to  sbif 
your  behaviour  quickly,  for  I  do  assure  yoa  I  ban 
too  much  spirit  to  sit  down  contented  with  thb  tm^^ 
ment  Because  I  love  frankness  extremely,  I  here  tell 
Tou  not  that  I  have  determined  to  try  all  nonaer  ^ 
human  arts  to  reclaim  you ;  and  if  all  those  bjl,  I  to 
resolved  to  have  recourse  to  the  black  one,  whicb,  it 
is  said,  never  does.  Now  see  what  inooaveDiaicf  pa 
will  bring  both  yourself  and  me  intoii  Piay  duoi 
calmly  of  it ;  is  it  not  much  better  to  come  of  y^f^ 
self  than  to  be  brought  by  force^  and  that  perlufs  >i 
a  time  when  you  have  the  most  agreeable  engsgensi' 
in  the  world  ¥  for  when  I  undertake  anything,  liiivi 
love  to  do  it  by  halves. 

TO  MISS  VANHOM&IQH. 

If  you  write  as  you  do,  I  shall  come  tbe  seldomcr.  f^ 
purpose  to  be  pleased  with  your  letten,  which  I  d«^ 
look  into  without  wondering  bow  a  bnt  that  csib^ 
read  can  possibly  write  so  well.  You  are  mistaken: 
send  me  a  letta  without  your  hand  on  the  outside  ^^^ 
I  hold  you  a  crown  I  shall  not  read  it.  Bat,  TixUfrj 
apart,  1  think  it  inconvenient,  for  a  himdred  iess0*> 
that  I  should  make  your  house  a  sort  of  oooitu' 
dwelling-place.  I  will  certainly  come  as  often  a  j 
conveniently  can;  but  my  health,  and  tbe  peq«twl 
run  of  ill  weather,  hinder  me  from  going  out  in  t.# 
morning ;  and  my  afternoons  are  taken  up  1  kno»  "^^ 
how,  that  I  am  in  rebellion  with  a  dozen  of  p«uf*'' 
beside  yourself  for  not  seeing  them.    For  the  n>^ 

»  Miss  Mary  Vaohomrlilk 
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Toa  need  mak«  use  of  no  other  black  art  beside  yoar 
mk.  It  if  a  pity  your  eyes  are  DOt  black,  or  I  would 
lure  Mid  (be  Mine :  but  yoa  are  a  white  witch,  and  can 
drt  00  mischief.  If  you  have  employed  any  of  your 
art  oD  dw  black  scarf,  I  defy  it,  for  one  reason — guess. 
Adieu. 


TO  MISS  VAMHOMRIGH. 

I  lecEtVED  ymir  letter  when  some  company  was  with 
me  on  Saturday  night,  and  it  put  me  in  such  confusion 
that  I  coold  not  tell  what  to  do.  This  morning  a 
wonuui  who  does  business  for  me  told  me  she  heard  I 
was  in  lore  widi  one — naming  yon,  and  twenty  par- 

tiraiars;  that  little  master and  I  visited  you; 

and  that  the  archbishop  did  so ;  and  that  yoa  had 
abundance  of  wit,  &c.  I  ever  feared  the  tattle  of  this 
Kutj  tovn,  and  told  you  so  :  and  that  was  the  reason 
why  I  said  to  you  long  ago  that  I  would  s(«  you 
seldom  when  you  were  in  Ireland ;  and  I  must  beg 
rnu  to  be  easy  if  for  some  time  1  visit  you  seldomer, 
and  not  in  so  particular  a  manner.  J  will  see  you  at 
the  latter  eiid  of  the  week  if  possible.  These  are  ac- 
ridt^nts  in  life  that  are  necessary  and  must  be  sub- 
mitted to;  and  tattle,  by  the  help  of  discretion,  will 
wtaroff. 


FBOH  MISS  VAKHOMRIGH. 

Selbridge.  17S0. 
TtLi.  me  sincerely  if  you  have  once  wished  with  ear- 
i»tnf««  to  see  me  since  I  wrote  to  you :  no,  so  &r 
fn>m  that,  you  have  not  ooce  pitied  me,  tliough  I  told 
Toti  bow  I  was  distressed.  Solitude  is  insupportable  to 
a  mind  which  is  not  easy.  I  have  worn  out  my  davs 
in  sighing,  and  my  nights  with  watching,  and  think- 
iDrof— ,  who  thinks  not  of  me.  How  many  letters 
«hall  I  send  yoa  before  I  receive  an  answer?  Can 
Tou  deny  me,  in  my  misery,  the  only  comfort  which 
Jean  expect  at  present?  O!  that  I  conld  hope  to 
Me  joa  here,  or  ciat  I  could  go  to  you.  I  was  bom 
with  riolent  passions,  which  terminate  all  in  one,  that 
uiiex]iresiible  passion  I  have  for  you.  Consider  the 
^Hing  emotions  which  I  feel  from  your  neglect  of  me ; 
»d  ihow  some  tenderness  for  me,  or  I  shall  lose  my 
mn.  Sure  you  cannot  possibly  be  so  much  taken 
npbot  you  might  command  a  moment  to  write  to 
me,  and  force  your  inclinations  to  so  great  a  charity. 
I  firmly  believe,  if  I  could  know  your  thoughts  (which 
no  human  creature  is  capable  of  guessing  at,  Mcaose 
iierer  any  one  living  thought  like  you),  I  should  find 
▼ou  had  often  in  a  rage  wished  me  religious,  hoping 
tbfQ  I  should  have  paid  my  devotions  to  Heaven :  but 
ttuit  would  not  spare  you ;  for  were  I  an  enthusiast, 
■till  you  would  be  the  deity  I  should  wonhip.  What 
marks  are  there  of  a  deity  but  what  you  are  to  be 
blown  by  •  You  are  present  everywhere ;  your  dear 
imn^  is  always  before  my  eyes.  Sometimes  you 
•*rike  me  with  that  prodigious  awe  I  tremble  with  fear : 
at  other  times  a  charming  companion  shines  through 
)our  countenance,  which  revives  my  soul.  Is  it  not 
mnre  reasonable  to  adore  a  radiant  form  one  has  seen 
tbazi  one  only  described? 


TO  MISS  VANHOMBIGH. 

Odober.  1ft,  17S0. 
I  in  down  with  the  first  opportunity  I  have  to  write 
to  joo,  and  the  Lord  knows  when  I  can  find  conveni- 
vney  to  send  &is  letter;  for  all  the  morning  I  am 
pUvaed  with  impertinent  visits,  below  any  man  of 
Kiw  or  honour  to  endure  if  it  were  any  way  avoid- 
^d^.  Dinners  and  afternoons  and  evenings  are  spent 
abniad  in  wtdking,  to  keep  and  avoid  spleen  as  for  as 
I  can;  so  that,  when  I  am  not  so  good  a  correspond' 
<nt  as  I  could  wish,  you  are  oot  to  quarrel  and  be 


governor ;  but  to  impute  it  to  my  situation,  and  to 
conclude  infallibly  that  I  have  tlie  same  respect  and 
kindness  for  you  I  ever  professed  to  have,  and  shall 
ever  preserve ;  because  you  will  always  merit  the  ut- 
most that  can  be  given  you,  especially  if  you  go  on  to 
read  and  still  further  improve  your  mind  and  the 
talents  that  nature  has  given  you.  I  am  in  much 
conoem  for  poor  Mobkin ;  and  the  more  because  I  am 
sure  you  are  so  too.  You  ought  to  be  as  cheerful  as 
yoa  can,  for  both  our  sakes,  and  read  pleasant  tilings 
that  will  make  you  laugh,  and  not  sit  moping  with 
your  elbows  on  your  knees  on  a  little  stool  by  the  fire. 
It  is  most  infaUible  that  riding  would  do  Mobkin* 
more  good  than  any  other  thing,  provided  fair  days  and 
warm  clothes  be  provided  ;  and  so  it  would  to  you ;  and 
if  you  lose  any  slin,  you  know  Job  nys,  **  skin  for  skin 
will  a  man  give  for  his  life."  It  is  either  Job  or  Satan 
says  so,  for  ought  you  know.  I  am  getting  an  ill  head  iu 
this  cursed  town,  for  want  of  exercise.  I  wish  I  were 
to  walk  with  you  fifty  times  about  your  garden,  aiid 
then  drink  your  coflfee.  I  was  sitting  last  night  with 
half  a  score  of  both  sexes  for  an  hour,  and  grew  as  weary 
as  a  dog.  Everybody  grows  silly  and  disagreeable^ 
or  I  grow  monkish  and  splenetic ;  which  is  the  same 
thing.  Conversation  is  full  of  nothing  but  South  Sea, 
and  the  ruin  of  the  kingdom,  and  scarcity  of  money. 


FROM  SIR  THOMAS  HANMBR. 

MUdenhall.  October  tt.  17S0. 
Sir,— I  received  the  favour  of  a  letter  from  you  about 
ten  days  since,  at  which  time  the  duke  of  Grafton  was 
at  London ;  but  as  be  was  soon  expected  in  the  coun- 
try, and  is  now  actually  returned,  I  thought  it  best, 
rather  than  write,  to  wait  for  an  opportunity  of  speak- 
ing to  him ;  and  yesterday  I  went  over  to  hu  house,  on 
purpose  to  obey  your  commands.  I  found  he  was  not 
a  stranger  to  the  suUect  of  my  errand ;  for  he  had  all 
the  particulars  of  the  story  very  perfect,  aiid  told  me 
my  ford  Arran  had  spoke  to  him  concerning  it^  I 
added  my  solicitations,  backed  with  the  reasons  with 
which  you  had  furnished  me ;  and  he  was  so  kind  to 
promise  he  would  by  this  post  write  to  the  chief-jus- 
tice ;  how  explicitly  or  how  pressingly  I  cannot  say, 
because  men  m  hi|^  posts  are  afraid  of  being  positive 
in  their  answers ;  but  I  hope  it  will  be  in  such  a  man- 
ner as  will  be  effectual. 

If  the  thing  is  done,  it  wiU  be  best  that  the  means 
should  be  a  secret  by  which  it  is  brought  about;  and 
for  this  reason  you  will  excuse  me  if  I  avoid  putting 
my  name  to  the  outside  of  my  letter,  lest  it  should 
excite  the  cariosity  of  the  post-oflice.  If  this  afiair 
ends  to  your  satisfaction,  I  am  glad  it  has  proved  to 
me  a  cause  of  hearing  firom  you,  and  an  occasion  of 
assuring  you  that  I  am,  sir,  your  very  humble  servant, 

Tbo.  Hammkr. 


TO  ALEXANDER  POPE.  ESQ. 

Dublin,  Jsnuarv  10.  I7S1. 
A  TH0U8AHO  things'  have  vexed  me  of  late  year^ 
upon  which  I  am  determined  to  lay  open  my  mind  to 


are  a  much  fitter  judge  of  what  concerns  the  credit  of 
a  writer,  the  injuries  that  are  done  him,  and  the  re- 
parations he  ought  to  receive.  Besides,  I  doubt  whether 
the  arguments  I  could  suggest  to  prove  my  own  in- 
nocence would  be  of  much  weight  from  the  gentlemen 

a  Miss  Mary  Vanbomrigh.  wbo  b  oneBtloosd  before  nndei 
thia  apppllation. 

d  Til©  nroaMiition  of  Water*, 

•  No  Piece  of  Swift  eoutaina  man  political  knowledfc.  nore 
love  of  thff  English  coiu«ilntioD  and  ratioDitl  liberty  thaa 
appear*  in  this  oelebnted  letter. 


050 


BPISTOLARY  CORRESPONDENGB. 


of  the  long  robe  to  those  in  fan;  apon  whose  decision 
about  the  difference  of  style  or  sentiroents  I  should  be 
very  unwilling  to  leare  the  merits  of  my  cause. 

Give  me  leave  then  to  put  you  in  mind  (although 
you  cannot  easily  forget  it)  that  about  ten  weeks  before 
the  queen's  death  1  left  the  town,  upon  occasion  of 
that  incurable  breach  among  the  great  men  at  court, 
and  went  down  to  Berkshire,  where  you  may  remember 
that  you  gave  me  the  favour  of  a  visit.  While  I  was 
in  that  retirement,  I  wrote  a  discourse*  which  I  thought 
might  be  useful  in  such  a  juncture  of  affairs,  and  sent 
it  up  to  London ;  but  upon  some  difference  in  opinion 
between  me  and  a  certain  great  minister  [Bolingbrokej 
now  abroad,  the  publishing  of  it  was  deferred  so  long 
that  the  queen  died,  and  I  recalled  my  copy,  which 
hath  been  ever  since  in  safe  hands.  In  a  few  weeks 
afVer  the  loss  of  that  excellent  princess,  I  came  to  my 
station  here ;  where  I  have  continued  ever  since  in  the 
greatest  privacy  and  utter  ignorance  of  those  events 
which  are  most  commonly  talked  of  in  the  world. 
I  neither  know  the  names  nor  number  of  the  royal 
family  which  now  reigns  further  than  the  Prayer- 
Book  informs  me.  I  cannot  tell  who  is  chancellor, 
who  are  secretaries,  nor  with  what  nations  we  are  in 
peace  or  war.  And  this  manner  of  life  was  not  taken 
up  out  of  any  sort  of  affectation,  but  merely  to  avoid 
giving  offence,  and  for  fear  of  provoking  party  seal. 

I  had  indeed  written  some  memorials  of  the  four  last 
years  of  the  queen  s  reign,  with  some  other  informations, 
which  I  received  as  necessary  materials  to  qualify 
me  for  doing  something  in  an  employment  then  de- 
signed me ;  but,  as  it  was  at  the  dispoeal  of  a  person 
[dulce  of  Kent]  that  had  not  the  smallest  share  of 
steadiness  or  sincerity,  I  disdained  to  accept  it. 

These  papers,  at  my  few  hours  of  health  and  leisure, 
I  have  been  digesting  into  order  by  one  sheet  at  a 
time,**  for  I  dare  not  venture  any  further,  lest  the 
humour  of  searching  and  seising  papers>should  revive ; 
not  that  I  am  in  pain  of  any  danger  to  myself,  (for 
they  contain  nothing  of  present  times  or  persons,  upon 
which  I  shall  never  lose  a  thought  while  there  is  a  cat 
or  a  spaniel  in  the  house^)  but  to  preserve  them  from 
being  lost  among  messengers  and  clerks. 

I  have  written  in  this  kingdom  a  discourse  to  per- 
suade the  wretched  people  to  wear  their  own  manu- 
factures, instead  of  those  from  England  :*'  this  treatise 
soon  spread  very  fast,  being  agreeable  to  the  senti- 
ments of  the  whole  nation,  except  of  those  gentlemen 
who  liad  employments  or  were  expectants.  Upon 
which  a  person  in  great  office  here  immediately  took 
the  alarm ;  he  sent  in  haste  for  the  chief-justice,d  and 
informed  him  of  a  seditious,  factious^  and  virulent 
pamphlet,  lately  published  with  a  design  of  setting 
the  two  kingdoms  at  variance;  directing,  at  the 
same  time,  tbit  the  printer  should  be  prosecuted  with 
the  utmost  rigour  of  law.  The  chiefjustice  had  so 
quick  an  understanding  that  he  resolved  if  possible 
to  outdo  his  orders.  The  grand  juries  of  the  county 
and  city  were  practised  effectually  with  to  represent 
the  said  pamj^et  with  all  aggravating  epithda^  for 
which  they  had  thanks  sent  them  from  England,  and 
their  preientmentspublished  for  several  weeks  in  all 
the  newspapers.  The  printer  was  seised,  and  forced  to 
give  great  bail.  After  his  trial,  the  jury  brought  him 
in  not  guilty,  although  they  had  been  culled  with  the 
utmost  industry  :  the  chief-justice  sent  them  back  nine 
times,  and  kept  them  eleven  hours,  until,  being  per- 
fectly tired  out,  they  were  forced  to  leave  the  matter 
to  the  mercy  of  the  judge,  by  what  they  call  a  special 
verdict.     During  the  trial,  the   chief-justice,  among 

a  "  Som«  Free  Thoushta  on  th«  PreMnt  State  of  AflTain.'* 
*  ••  The  Hiftory  of  the  Foar  Last  Year*  of  the  Queen." 
e  "  A  Fkoponl  for  the  Univenal  Use  of  IrUh  Manufacture*, 
"80." 

Lord  chief-justioe  Whitshed. 


other  singularities,  laid  his  hand  on  his  brcMt  snd 
potested  solemnly  that  that  author  s  design  was  to  brii^ 
m  the  pretender;  although  there  was  not  a  niigle 
syllable  of  party  in  the  whole  treatise,  and  althoogb  it 
was  known  that  the  most  eminent  of  those  who  profanl 
his  own  principles  publicly  disallowed  his  ptoceediop. 
But  the  cause  being  so  very  odious  and  unpopabr. 
the  trial  of  the  verdict  was  deferred  from  one  tens  t& 
another,  until,  upon  the  duke  of  Grafton,  tbr  Isd- 
lieutenants  arrival,  his  grace,  after  mature  advice  ssA 
permission  from  England,  was  pleased  to  grant  a  ac^ 
proKqtd. 

This  is  the  more  remarkable  because  it  is  said  tkt 
the  man  is  no  ill  decider  in  common  cases  of  property, 
where  party  is  out  of  the  question ;  but,  when  that  in* 
tervenes,  with  ambition  at  neds  to  iiush  it  farvard,  ii 
must  needs  confound  any  man  of  little  spirit  and  Iw 
birth,  who  has  no  other  endowment  than  thatiDrtJ 
knowledge  which,  however  possessed  in  the  bigbtf 
degree,  can  possibly  give  no  one  good  quality  to  tbt 
mind. 

It  is  true  I  have  been  much  concremed  for  seven! 
years  past,  upon  account  of  the  public,  as  well  i»  fo 
myself,  to  see  how  ill  a  taste  for  wit  and  sense  prenil} 
in  the  world,  which  politics,  and  South  Sa^  ffid 
party,  and  operas,  and  masquerades,  have  intnxlucaL 
For,  besides  many  insipid  papers  which  the  nulioe  cf 
some  has  entitled  me  to,  there  are  many  peisoni  i^ 
pearing  to  wish  me  well,  and  pretending  to  be  jotifi 
of  my  style  and  manner,  who  have  yet  ascribed  wasat 
writingT  to  me  of  which  any  man  of  common  seK 
and  literature  would  be  heartily  ashamed.  I  emu*- 
forbear  instancing  a  treatise  called  <*  A  Dedication  npou 
Dedications,**  which  many  would  have  to  be  nuor, 
although  it  be  as  empty,  dry,  and  servile  a  compoiitiflEi, 
as  I  remember  at  any  time  to  have  read.  But,  Abcn* 
all,  there  is  one  circumstance  which  makes  it  impoiiitt'' 
for  me  to  have  been  author  of  a  treatise  wherein  tW 
are  several  pages  containing  a  panegyric  on  ii^ 
George,  of  whose  character  and  person  I  am  utidy 
ignorant,  nor  ever  had  once  the  curiosity  to  is- 
quire  into  either,  living  at  so  gr^it  a  distance  sa  I  is, 
and  having  long  done  with  whatever  can  relate  (< 
public  matters. 

Indeed,  I  have  formerly  delivered  my  thoughti  vr;t 
freely,  whether  1  was  asked  or  not ;  but  never  air«ctr*s 
to  be  a  counsellor,  to  which  I  hod  no  manner  of  all. 
I  was  humbled  enough  to  see  myself  ao  far  outdouf  bv 
the  earl  of  Oxford  in  my  own  trade  aa  a  scholar,  aui 
too  good  a  courtier  not  to  discover  his  oantemjito^ 
those  who  would  be  men  of  importance  out  of  iki: 
sphere.  Besides,  to  say  the  truth,  although  1  bart 
known  many  great  ministers  readj  enough  to  het: 
opinions,  yet  I  have  hardly  seen  one  th^  would  ere 
descend  to  take  advice ;  and  this  pedantry  arises  frm 
a  maxim  themselves  do  not  believe  at  the  same  tia«^ 
they  practise  by  it,  that  there  is  something  profousd  io 
politics,  which  men  of  plain  honest  sense  catea^ 
arrive  to. 

I  only  wish  my  endeavours  had  succeeded  bettc  i^ 
the  great  point  I  had  at  heart,  which  was  that  of  »• 
conciling  the  ministers  to  each  other.  This  miit^^ 
have  be^  done,  if  others,  who  had  more  concern  ao^ 
more  influence,  would  have  acted  their  parti:  ■»'• 
if  this  had  succeeded,  the  public  intercst  bom  of  churrii 
and  state  would  not  have  been  the  wone,  nor  the  Vt> 
testant  succession  endangered. 

But  whatever  opportunities  a  constsnt  attendance  cf 
four  years  might  have  given  me  for  eodeavooiinc  to 
do  good  offices  to  particular  persons,  I  deserve  at  I«Mt 
to  find  tolerable  quarter  from  those  of  the  other  oaitr, 
for  many  of  which  I  was  a  constant  advocate  with  tte 
earl  of  Oxford ;  and  for  this  I  appeal  to  his  loidilufv 
He  knows  how  often  I  pressed  faim  in  favour  of  Hr. 
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Addiioii,  Ifr.  Congreve^  Mr.  Rowe,  and  Mr.  Steele, 
Although  I  freely  confes  that  hii  Iord«hip  ■  kiudnen  to 
them  was  altogether  owing  to  hii  generous  uotions,  and 
the  ateeiD  be  bad  for  their  wit  and  parta,  of  which  I 
could  ouly  pretend  to  be  a  lemembrancer.  For  1  can 
oerer  forget  the  anawer  he  gave  to  the  late  lord  Halifax, 
thu,  upoD  the  first  change  of  the  ministry,  interceded 
with  him  to  spare  Mr.  Congrevc ;  it  was  by  repeating 
these  two  lines  of  Virgil : — 

*'  Nod  obtaMi  adeo  gestamat  paeton  Pani. 
Nee  tun  awnas  equoa  TyrU  Sol  Jungit  ab  urbe." 

*' Our  hearts  are  not  to  cold,  nor  flamea  the  fire 
Of  Sol  so  distant  from  the  race  of  Tyre."— Drtdsv. 

Punuant  to  which,  he  always  treated  Mr.  Congreve 
With  fhe  greatest  penooal  civililies,  assuring  him  of 
hi«  comtaot  &TOur  and  protection,  adding  that  he 
wuold  study  to  do  something  better  for  him. 

/  remember  it  was  in  those  times  a  usual  subject  of 
rullc^  towards  me  among  the  ministers  that  I  never 
came  to  them  without  a  Whig  in  my  sleeve :  which 
/  do  not  say  with  any  view  toward  making  my  coiut ; 
for  the  new  principles  fixed  to  thoee  of  that  denomina- 
tion I  did  then,  and  do  now,  Irom  my  heart  abhor, 
dfCest,  and  abjure,  as  wholly  degenerate  from  their 
predecessors.    I  have  convened  in  some  freedom  with 
more   ministan  of  state  of  all  parties  than  usually 
^peos  to  men  of  my  level ;  and  I  confess,  in  their 
capacity  as  ministoa,  I  look  upon  them  as  a  race  of 
people  whoee    acquaintance  no  man   would   court, 
ocberwise  than  upon  the  score  of  vanity  or  ambition. 
The  first  quickly  wears  ofi*,  (and  is  the  vice  of  low 
minds,  for  a  man  of  spirit  is  too  proud  to  be  vain,) 
Mid  the  other  was  not  my  case.     Besides,  having  never 
ivceived  more  than  one  small  favour,  I  was  under  no 
Mct»ty  of  being  a  slave  to  men  in  power,  but  chose 
my  frieods  by  their  personal  merit,  without  examining 
bow  far  their  notions  agreed  with  the  politics  then  in 
rogue.    I   frequently  conversed  with   Mr.  Addison, 
lad  the  others  I  named,  (except  Mr.  Steele,)  during 
dl  my  lord  Oxford's  ministry:  and  Mr.  Addison's 
rriendship  to  me  continued  inviolable,  with  as  much 
liodness  as  when  we  used  to  meet  at  my  lord  Somers* 
►r  Halifax*,  who  were  leaders  of  the  opposite  party. 

I  would  infer  from  all  this  that  it  is  with  great  in- 
^ice  I  have  these  many  years  been  pelted  by  your 
amphleleera,  merely  upon  account  of  some  r^ard 
Hich  the  quecQ^s  last  ministers  were  pleased  to  have  for 
le :  and  vet  in  my  conscience  1  think  1  am  a  partaker 
I  every  ill  deaign  they  had  against  the  Protestant  sue- 
^iiHj  or  the  liberties  and  religion  of  their  country ; 
m1  ran  say  with  Cicero,  "that  1  ^ould  be  proud  to 
r  included  with  them  in  all  their  actions,  tanquam  in 
*»  Trojano*"*  But,  if  I  have  never  discovered  by  my 
>rds,  writings,  or  actions,  any  party  virulence  or 
iiiferoos  designs  against  the  present  powers;  if  my 
cndship  and  conversation  were  equally  shown  among 
«e  who  liked  or  disapproved  the  proceedings  tlien  at 
urt,  and  that  I  was  known  to  be  a  common  friend  of 
dnerving  persons  of  the  latter  sort  when  they  were 
distress ;  I  cannot  but  think  it  hard  that  1  am  not 
Tcred  to  run  quiedy  among  the  common  herd  of 
>ple,  whose  opinions  unfortunately  differ  from  those 
irb  lead  to  favour  and  preferment. 
[  oug:fat  to  let  yon  know  that  the  thing  we  called  a 
tiig  in  Bnglond  is  a  creature  altogether  different  from 
»e  of  the  same  denomination  here ;  at  least  it  was  no 
ing  the  leitfn  of  her  late  majesty.  Whether  those 
your  aide  nave  changed  or  not,  it  has  not  been  my 
inesH  to  inquire.  I  remember  my  excellent  friend 
.  Add ieou,  when  he  first  came  over  hither  secretary 
be  earl  <3f  'Wharton,  then  lord-lieutenant,  was  ex- 
lely  oflendcd  at  the  conduct  and  discourse  of  the 
;f  nuuuigen  here :  he  told  me  they  were  a  sort  of 
pie  who  Memed  to  think  that  the  principles  of  a 


Whig  consisted  in  nothing  else  but  damning  the 
church,  reviling  the  clergy,  abetting  tlie  dissenters,  and 
speaking  contemptibly  of  revealed  religion. 

I  was  discoursing  some  years  ago  with  a  certain 
minister  about  that  Whiggish  or  fanatical  genius  so 
prevalent  among  the  English  of  thu  kingdom  :  his  lord- 
ship acooimted  for  it  by  that  number  of  Cromwell's 
soldien,  adventurers  established  here,  who  were  all  oi 
the  sourest  leaven  and  the  meanest  birth,  and  whose 
posterity  are  now  in  possession  of  their  lands  and  their 
principles.  However,  it  must  be  confessed  that  of  late 
some  people  in  this  country  are  grown  weary  of  quar- 
relling, because  interest,  the  great  motive  of  quarrelling, 
is  at  an  end ;  for  it  is  hardly  worth  contending  who 
shall  be  an  exciseman,  a  country  vicar,  a  crier  in  the 
courts,  or  an  underclerk. 

You  will  perhaps  be  inclined  to  think  that  a  person 
so  ill  treated  as  I  have  been  mtist  at  some  time  or 
other  have  discovered  very  dangerous  opinions  in 
government;  in  answer  to  which,  1  will  tell  you 
what  my  political  principles  were  in  the  time  of  her 
late  glorious  majesty,  which  I  never  contradicted  by 
any  action,  writing,  or  diseotnse. 

Firs^  I  always  declared  myself  against  a  popish 
successor  to  the  crown,  whatever  title  he  might  have  by 
tiie  proximity  of  blood :  neither  did  I  ever  regard  the 
right  line,  except  upon  two  accounts ;  first,  as  it  was 
established  by  law ;  and,  secondly,  as  it  has  much 
weight  in  the  opinions  of  the  people.  For  necessity 
may  abolish  any  law,  but  cannot  alter  the  sentiments 
of  the  vulgar ;  right  of  inheritance  being  perfai^  the 
most  popular  of  all  topics;  and  tberefoie  hi  great 
changes,  when  that  is  broke,  there  will  remain  much 
heart-buniing  and  discontent  among  the  meaner  people^ 
which  (under  a  weak  prince  and  corrupt  administration) 
may  have  the  worst  consequences  upon  the  peace  vA 
any  state. 

As  to  what  is  called  a  revolution  principle,  my 
opinion  was  this:  that  whenever  those  evils  which 
usually  attend  and  follow  a  violent  change  of  govern- 
ment were  not  in  probability  so  pernicious  as  the 
grievances  we  suffer  under  present  power,  then  the  pub- 
lic good  will  justify  such  a  revolution;  and  this  I  took 
to  have  been  the  case  in  the  prince  of  Grangers  expe- 
dition :  although,  in  the  consequence,  it  produced  some 
very  bad  effects,  which  are  likely  to  stick  long  enough 
by  us. 

I  had  likewise  in  those  days  a  mortal  antipathy 
against  standing  armies  in  times  of  peace ;  because  I 
always  took  standing  armies  to  be  only  servants  hired 
by  the  master  of  the  family  for  keeping  his  own  chil- 
dren in  slavery ;  and  because  1  conceived  that  a  prince 
who  could  not  think  himself  secure  without  mercenary 
troops,  must  needs  have  a  separate  interest  from  that  of 
his  subjects.  Although  I  am  not  ignorant  of  those 
artificial  necessities  which  a  corrupted  ministry  can 
create  for  keeping  up  forces  to  support  a  faction  against 
the  public  interest 

As  to  parliaments,  I  adored  the  wisdom  of  that  Gothio 
institution  which  made  diem  annual,  and  I  was  con- 
fident our  liberty  cotdd  never  be  placed  upon  a  firm 
foundation  until  that  ancient  law  were  restored  among 
us.  For  who  sees  not  that,  while  such  assemblies  are 
permitted  to  have  a  longer  duration,  there  grows  up  a 
commerce  of  corruption  between  the  ministry  and  the 
deputies,  wherein  they  both  find  their  accounts,  to  the 
manifest  danger  of  liberty ;  which  tndfic  would  never 
answer  the  design  not  expense  if  parliaments  met  once 
a-year. 

I  ever  abominated  that  scheme  of  politics  (now 
about  thirty  years  old)  of  setting  up  a  moneyed  interest 
in  opposition  to  the  landed.  For  I  conceived  there 
coidd  not  t)e  a  truer  maxim  in  our  government  than 
this,  tliat  the  possesson  of  the  soil  are  me  best  judgei  of 
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what  is  for  the  advautage  of  the  kingdom.  If  others 
had  thought  the  same  way,  funds  of  credit  and  South- 
Sea  projects  would  never  have  been  felt  nor  heard  of. 

1  could  never  discover  the  necessity  of  suspending 
any  law  upon  which  the  liberty  of  the  most  innocent 
persons  depended :  neither  do  I  think  this  practice  has 
made  the  taste  of  arbitrary  power  so  agreeable  as  that 
we  should^  desire  to  see  it  repeated.  Every  rebellion 
subdued  and  plot  discoverea  contribute  to  the  firmer 
establishment  of  the  prince.  In  the  latter  case,  the 
knot  of  conspirators  is  entirely  broken,  and  they  are  to 
begin  their  work  anew  under  a  thousand  disadvantages ; 
so  that  those  diligent  inquiries  into  remote  and  pro* 
blematical  guilt,  with  a  new  power  of  enforcing  them 
by  chains  and  dungeons  to  every  p«son  whose  face  a  mi- 
nister thinks  fit  to  dislike,  are  not  only  opposite  to  that 
maxim  which  declares  it  better  that  ten  guilbf  men 
should  escape  than  one  innocent  suffer,  but  likewise 
leave  a  gate  wide  open  to  the  whole  tribe  of  informers, 
tiie  most  accursed,  and  prostitute,  and  abandoned  race 
that  God  ever  permitted  to  plague  mankind. 

It  is  true  the  Romans  had  a  custom  of  choosing 
a  dictator,  during  whose  administration  the  power  of 
other  magistrates  was  suspended;  but  this  was  done 
upon  the  greatest  emergencies ;  a  war  near  their  doors, 
or  some  civil  dissension ;  for  armies  must  be  governed 
by  arbitrary  power.  But  when  the  virtue  of  that  com- 
monwealth give  place  to  luxury  and  ambition,  this 
very  oflSce  of  dictator  became  perpetual  in  the  persons 
of  the  CsBsars  and  their  successors,  the  most  infamous 
tyrants  that  have  anywhere  appeared  in  story. 

These  are  some  of  the  sentiments  I  had  relating  to 
public  aflaiiB  while  I  was  in  the  world ;  what  they  are 
at  present  is  of  little  importance  either  to  that  or  my- 
self; neither  can  I  truly  say  I  have  any  at  all,  or  if  I 
had,  I  dare  not  ventive  to  publish  them ;  for,  however 
orthodox  they  may  b«  while  I  am  now  writing,  they  may 
become  criminal  enough  to  bring  me  into  trouble  l)efore 
Midsummer.  And  indeed  I  have  often  wished  for  some 
time  past  that  a  political  catechism  might  be  published 
by  authority  fbur  times  a-year,  in  order  to  instruct  us 
how  we  are  to  speak,  and  write,  and  act  during  the 
current  quarter.  I  have  by  experience  felt  the  want  of 
such  an  instructor :  for,  intending  to  make  my  court  to 
some  people  on  the  prevailing  side,  by  advancing  cer- 
tain old  Whiggish  principles,  which  it  seems  had  be«i 
exploded  about  a  month  before,  I  have  passed  for  a 
disaflected  person.  I  am  not  ignorant  how  idle  a  thing 
it  is  for  a  man  in  obscurity  to  attempt  defending  his 
reputation  as  a  writer,  while  the  spirit  of  faction  has  so 
universally  possessed  tlie  minds  of  men  that  they  are 
not  at  leisure  to  attend  to  anything  else.  They  will 
just  give  themselves  time  to  libel  and  accuse  me,  but 
cannot  spore  a  minute  to  hear  my  defence.  So,  in  a 
plot-discovering  age,  I  have  often  known  an  innocent 
man  seized  and  imprisoned,  and  forced  to  lie  several 
montlis  in  chains,  while  the  ministers  were  not  at  leisure 
to  hear  his  petition  until  they  had  prosecuted  and 
hanged  the  number  they  proposed. 

All  I  can  reasonably  hope  for  by  this  letter  is  to  con- 
vince my  friends  and  others  who  are  pleased  to  wish  me 
well,  that  I  have  neither  been  so  ill  a  subject  nor  so 
stupid  an  author  as  I  have  been  represented  by  the 
virulence  of  libellers,  whose  malice  has  taken  the 
same  train  in  both,  by  fathering  dangerous  principles 
in  government  upon  me,  which  I  never  maintained,  and 
insipid  productions  which  I  am  not  capable  of  writing. 
For,  however  I  may  have  been  soured  by  personal  ill- 
treatment,  or  by  melancholy  prospects  for  the  putdic, 
I  am  too  much  a  politician  to  expose  my  own  safety  by 
offensive  words.*    And  if  my  genius  and  spirit  be  sunk 

■  Swift,  in  one  wntcnce  only  of  his  admirable  '*  Sentiments 
or  a  OwKh-ofSngUnd  Man,"  demoliahad  the  ilaviah  aitd  ab- 
Bord  doctrine  of  puslvs  obedience  and  nonrfvistance.   "  Many 


by  increasing  years,  I  have  at  least  disoelioa  cnougb 
led  not  to  mistake  the  measure  of  my  own  abilitMS 
by  attempting  subjects  where  those  talents  ore 
which  perhaps  I  may  have  lost  with  my  youth. 


FROM  SIR  001<rSTANnNE  FHIPFS. 

Ormond-etreet.  January  14,  ITfl. 
Sir, — Having  been  a  little  indisposed,  I  went  at  Chri^- 
mas  into  the  country,  which  prevented  mefrom  sooner  v- 
knowledging  the  favour  of  your  letter.  As  to  Walm'i* 
case,  I  was  informed  of  it ;  and  the  last  term  1  fpoir 
to  Mr.  Attorney-general  [sir  Robert  Raymond]  ak>Qt 
it ;  but  he  told  me,  he  could  not  grant  a  writ  of  mx 
in  a  criminal  case  without  direction  from  tibe king;  m 
that  Waters  is  not  likely  to  have  much  reUef  from  bnrv. 
and  therefore  I  am  gliul  you  have  some  hopes  it  vill 
drop  in  Ireland.  I  think  the  chief-justioe  [WhitaMj 
should  have  that  regard  to  his  own  reputation  Id  kt  ti 
go  off  so ;  for  I  believe  the  oldest  man  alive,  cr  loj 
law-book,  cannot  give  any  instance  of  soeh  a  procent. 
ing.  I  was  informed  who  was  aimed  at  by  the  pne- 
cution,  which  made  me  very  sealous  in  it ;  whicb  1 
shall  be  in  everythiuff  wherein  I  can  be  serriceabit  t* 
that  gentleman,  for  whom  nobody  has  a  greater  esteoi 
than  your  most  faithful  humble  servant, 

CONSTANTINB    PHim. 


FROM  MR.  PRIOR. 

Westminster,  Febraary  IS,  |TZ!. 
Dbas  StR, — If  I  am  to  chide  you  for  not  writiof  io 
me,  or  beg  your  pardon  that  I  have  not  written  to  jm. 
is  a  question,  for  our  correspondence  has  been  lo  Icoc 
interrupted  that  I  swear  I  ao  not  know  which  of  en 
wrote  last.  In  all  cases  I  assure  you  of  my  continnl 
fViendship  and  kindest  remembrance  of  yoa ;  and  vith 
|reat  pleasure  expect  the  same  from  you.  I  have  b» 
ill  this  winter.  Age,  I  find,  comes  on ;  and  the  coa^ 
does  not  diminish. — 

Non  aam  qnalia  eram  bona 

Sttb  regno  Cynaim— ha  for  that. 

I  am  tired  with  politics,  and  lost  in  the  Soulh  Sn. 
Tlie  roaring  of  the  waves  and  the  madnes  of  tlK 
people  were  justly  put  together.  I  can  send  po  i» 
sort  of  news  that  holds  eiSier  conneKion  or  mum,  U 
is  all  wilder  than  St.  Anthony's  dream  ;  and  Urn  A«^* 
Ulk  is  more  solid  tiian  anything  that  has  been  enAa- 
voured  here  this  year.  Our  old  fiiend  Oxford  it  n«< 
well,  and  continues  in  Herefordshire.  John  of  Bucki^ 
died  last  night,  and  Coningsby  «  was  aent  last  nigHt  H) 
the  Tower.  I  frequently  drizik  your  heolUi  with  Itird 
Harley,  who  is  always  the  same  good  man,  and  ^nmt 
daily  more  beloved  as  more  univemlly  knows.  1  ^ 
so  too  with  our  honest  good-natured  friend  Ford,  whn 
I  love  for  many  good  reasons,  and  particularly  fifftk: 
he  loves  you. 

As  to  the  subscriptions,  in  which  I  have  given  jtn  i 
great  deal  of  trouble  already  to  make  die  rest  of  thai 

of  the  clericy,"  nyt  he,  "  and  other  learned  men,  mbtook  Ox 
object  to  which  paiaive  obedience  was  due.  By  the  suprese  w 
giitrate  is  properly  undenlnod  the  legiaUtive  pomr,  whiek  • 
all  govemmenta  muit  be  absolute  and  anlimitad.  Bat  tlw  ■"s' 
magiitrate  seeming  to  denote  a  ainele  perMn.  and  toexpres  tk» 
executive  power,  it  came  to  mua,  ttat  the  obedicoetdae  to  t^ 
legialature  was,  tor  want  of  knowing  or  oonaMoinff  tin«  i»*J 
diirtiuction,  miaavplod  to  theadmtnisiratioa."— Da.  WASitiir. 

■  Dr.  Uwift'a  printer;  who  was  pioieeated  tot  pri»iiBg"A 
Proposal  for  the  UniTeraal  Use  of  Iriah  Maan^tuna,**  mfif^ 
in  17S0.  The  dean,  in  the  preceding  kiler  to  Pope,  isys  ^ 
"  the  Jury  which  tried  him  had  been  culled  with  the  atDcrt 
induitry ;  but  that,  notwithstandiiv,  they  broo^  hba  ia  v* 
guilty :  that  Whitahed.  the  jtidce,  aent  them  ontniaetiiaH tf^ 
kept  them  eleven  houn ;  till,  belnc  tired  out,  they  Mtnfonti^ 
leave  the  matter  to  the  mercy  of  Uie  judge  by  a  apeeial  virHA. 
The  duke  of  Grafton,  lord-lienienaDt,  aoon after,  unon  ■■'■^ 
advioe.  and  permivion  than  Kigland,  granted  a  wt^frnff^" 

^  John  Sheffield,  duke  of  Buckingham. 

*  Thomas  earl  of  Coningsby.  eraatad  by  Gsotgt  L  in  1T1». 
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trooble  lemt  I  denre  jmi  to  send  the  encloted  lelter  to  | 
Mr.  Hyde  that  ke  maj  nue  out  the  names  of  those  | 
imtlnneti  who  have  taken  out  their  books,  and  take 
what  conreoieiit  cars  he  ean  of  the  remaining  books. 
Ami  u  to  the  pecaniary  part,  I  find  no  bdtter  way 
thiD  that  Tou  will  remit  it,  as  you  did  the  former 
mm,  by  bill  of  exchange.  Mr.  Ford  likewise  jndges 
tfaii  the  best  and  securest  method. 

Huw  do  you  do  as  to  your  healthf  Are  we  to  see 
j<m  this  sunimer  f  Answer  roe  these  questions.  Give 
IDT  NTvice  to  all  friends,  and  beliere  me  to  be  ever, 
with  great  truth  and  esteem,  dear  sir,  yours, 

Mattukw  Pbiob. 


TO  [SncLLi]  MRS.  JOHNflON.a 


FROM  BfR.  PRIOR. 

Westminster,  April »,  ITfl. 

Dear  Sii,*— I  know  rery  well  that  you  can  write  a 
Xtwi  letter  if  you  have  a  mind  to  it ;  but  that  is  not 
tKe  queition.  A  letter  from  you  sometimes  is  what  I 
dviiiv.  Reserve  your  tropes  and  periods  for  those  you 
lore  leu ;  and  let  me  hear  how  you  do,  in  whatever 
humour  you  are ;  whether  lending  your  money  to  the 
butchen,  protecting  the  weavers,  treating  the  women, 
or  coDftruing  propria  qum  marilmt  to  the  country 
cunte.  You  and  I  are  so  established  authors  that  we 
nay  write  what  we  will  without  fear  of  censure ;  and 
i/ve  have  not  lived  long  enough  to  prefer  the  bagaitUa 
to  anything  else,  we  deserved  to  have  had  our  brains 
blocked  out  ten  years  ago. 

I  have  received  the  money  punctually  of  Mr.  Dan. 
Hayei,  have  his  receipt,  and  hereby  return  you  all  the 
thuiks  that  your  friendship  in  that  aflair  ooght  to 
claim,  and  your  generosity  does  contemn.  There  is 
)ne  tum  for  you :  good. 

The  man  you  mentioned  in  your  last  [the  earl  of 
Difurd]  has  been  in  the  country  these  two  years,  very 
n  in  his  health,  and  has  not  for  many  months  been 
M  of  his  chamber ;  yet  what  you  observe  of  him  is  so 
'Hw  that  his  sickness  is  all  counted  for  policy,  that  he 
r  U  not  come  up  till  the  public  distractions  force 
k^mcbody  or  other  (whom  God  knows)  who  will 
^life  somebody  eke  to  send  for  him  in  open  triumph, 
ml  wt  him  in  siatm  quo  prim.  That,  in  the  mean 
mtf  he  has  foseseen  all  that  has  happened ;  check> 
nated  all  the  ministry ;  and  to  divert  himself  at  his 
Btfure  hoius,  he  has  laid  all  those  lime  twigs  for  his 
xifhbour  Coningsby  that  keep  that  precious  bird  in 
Ix"  cagv,  out  of  which  himself  slipped  so  cunningly 
wl  easily. 

Things,  and  the  way  of  men's  judging  them,  vary  so 
^Qch  here  that  it  is  impossible  to  give  you  any  just 
ccootit  of  some  of  our  friends'  actions.  Roffen  a  is 
Mjre  than  suspected  to  have  given  up  his  porty,  as 
aiicho  did  his  subjects,  for  so  mucn  a-head,  I'un 
vriiMt  Vamirt.  His  cause,  therefore,  which  is  some- 
^uig  originally  like  that  of  Lutriu,  is  opposed  or  neg- 
ated by  his  ancient  friends,  and  openly  sustained  by 
w  ministry.  He  cannot  be  lower  in  the  opinion  of 
)o*t  men  than  he  is;  and  I  wish  our  friend  Uarcourt 
ere  higher  thaii  he  is. 

Our  young  Barley's  vice  is  no  more  covetousness 
lan  plainness  of  speech  is  that  of  bis  cousin  Tom. 
tis  lordship  ia  really  amabili*;  and  lady  HarrieiUj 
foranda. 

1  tell  you  no  news,  but  that  the  whole  is  a  complica- 
'tt  of  mistakes  in  policy,  and  of  knavery  in  the 
crcutiuu  of  it :  of  the  ministers  1  speak,  for  the  most 
irt  as  well  ecclesiastical  aa  civil.  This  is  all  the 
ufh  I  can  tell  you,  except  one,  which  I  am  sure  you 
'Cfite  very  kindly,  that  I  am  ever  your  friend  and 
umble  servsuit,  Matthew  Prior. 

Fiiend  Shelton,  commonly  called  Dear  Dick,  is  with 
le.     We  drink  your  health.    Adieu. 

•  Dr.  AUsrbnry,  bishop  of  Rochester. 


Deanery  House.  Sanday  momtaix,  April  SO,  I7tl. 
Jack  Grattait  said  nothing  to  me  of  it  tfll  last  ni^t ; 
it  is  none  of  my  fault :  how  did  I  know  but  you  were 
to  dine  abroad?  You  should  have  sent  your  mes- 
senger sooner;  yesj  I  think  the  dinner  you  provided 
for  yourselves  may  do  well  enough  here,  but  pray  send 
it  soon.  I  wish  yoa  would  give  a  body  more  early 
warning;  but  yoti  must  blame  youiadves.  Delany 
says  he  will  come  in  the  evening ;  and,  for  aught  I 
know,  Sheridan  may  be  here  at  dinner :  which  of  you 
was  it  that  undertook  this  frolic  f  Your  letter  hardly 
explained  your  meaning,  but  at  last  I  found  it  Pray 
do  not  serve  me  diese  tricks  often.  You  may  be  sure 
if  there  he  a  good  bottle  you  shall  have  it.  1  am  sure 
I  never  refosed  yon,  and  therefore  that  reflection  might 
have  been  spared.  Pray  be  more  positive  in  your 
answer  to  this. 

Mmyooi^  and  not  Mtrgooit :  it  is  spelt  with  an  a, 
simpleton. 

No.  I  am  pretty  well  after  my  walk.  I  am  glad  the 
archdeacon  [WUlsl  got  home  safe,  and  I  hope  you 
took  care  of  nim.  It  was  his  own  fault ;  how  could  I 
know  where  he  was  f  and  he  could  easily  liave  over- 
taken me;  for  I  walked  softly  on  purpose;  I  told 
Delany  I  would. 


TO  THE  REV.  MR.  WALLI8. 

Dublin.  Mav  18,  1791. 
Sir, — ^I  had  your  letter,  and  the  copy  of  me  bisliop*i 
circular  enclosed,  for  which  1  thank  you ;  and  yet  I 
will  not  pretend  to  know  anything  of  it,  and  hope  you 
have  not  told  anybody  what  you  did.  I  should  be 
glad  enough  to  be  at  the  visitation,  not  out  of  any  love 
to  the  business  or  the  person,  but  to  do  my  part  in 
preventing  any  mischief.  But  in  truth  my  health  will 
not  sufler  it ;  and  you,  who  are  to  be  my  proxy,  may 
safely  give  it  upon  your  veracity.  I  am  confident  the 
bishop  would  not  be  dissatisfied  with  wanting  my 
company,  and  yet  he  may  give  himself  airs  when  he 
finds  I  am  not  there.  I  now  employ  myself  in  getting 
you  a  companion  to  cure  your  spleen.  I  am  yoor 
faithful  humble  servant,  JoNATHAit  Swirr. 


TO  THE  BISHOP  OP  MEATH.e 

Julyft.ntl. 
My  Lord, — I  have  received  an  account  of  your  lord- 
ship's refusing  to  admit  my  proxy  at  your  visitation, 
witn  seveml  circumstances  of  peisonal  reflections  on 
myself,  although   my   proxy  attested    my  want  of 
health ;  to  confirm  which,  and  to  lay  before  you  the 
justice  and  Christianity  of  yoor  proceeding,  above  a 
hundred  persona  of  quality  and  distinction  can  witness 
that,  since  Friday  the  26th  of  May,   I  have   been 
tormented  with  an  ague,  in  as  violent  a  manner  as 
possible,  which  still  continues,  and  forces  me  to  make 
use  of  another  hand  in  writing  to  you.     At  the  same 
time  I  must  be  plain  to  tell  you  that  if  this  accident 
liad  not  happened,  I  should  have  used  all  endeavours 
to  avoid  your  visitation,  upon  the  public  promise  I 
made  you  three  years  ago,  and  the  motives  which 
occasioned  it ;  because  I  was  unwilling  to  hear  any 
more  very  injurious  treatment  and  appellations  given 
to  my  brethren  or  myself;  and  by  the  grace  of  God  I 
am  still  determined  to  absent  myself  on  the  like  occa- 
sion, as  far  as  I  can  possibly  be  dispensed  with  by  any 
law,  while  your  lordship  is  in  that  diocese,  and  I  a 
member  of  it :  in  which  resolution  I  could  not  conceive 
but  your  lordship  would  be  easy ;  because,  although 
my  presence  might  possibly  omtnbute  to  your  real  (at 

■  Indorted  by  Mn.  Johnson.  "  Aa  aniwn  to  no  letter.** 
b  ChatMu  Margvu,  a  soft  of  elsret  so  called, 
c  Dr.  Evans. 
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least  future)  inlerat,  X  wai  tun  it  could  not  to  your 
present  aatisfactioo. 

If  I  had  had  the  happioett  to  haTe  been  acquainted 
with  any  one  clergynmn  in  the  diocese  of  your  lord- 
•hip's  principles,  I  should  have  desired  him  to  repre- 
sent me,  with  hopes  of  better  success :  but  I  wish  you 
would  sometimes  think  it  convenient  to  distinguish 
men  as  well  as  principles ;  and  not  to  look  upon  every 
person  who  happens  to  owe  you  canonical  obedience  as 
if .*■ 

I  have  the  honour  to  be  ordinary  over  a  considerable 
number  of  as  eminent  divines  as  any  in  this  kingdom, 
who  owe  me  the  same  obedi<nce  as  I  owe  to  your  lord- 
ship, and  are  equally  bound  to  attend  my  visitation ; 
J  ret  neither  I,  nor  any  of  my  predecesson,  to  my  know- 
edge,  did  ever  refuse  a  regular  proxy. 

I  am  only  sorry  that  you,  who  are  of  a  country 
famed  for  good  nature,  have  found  a  way  to  unite  the 
hasty  passion  of  your  own  countrymen  b  with  the  long, 
sedate  resentment  of  a  Spaniard:  but  I  have  an 
honourable  hope  that  this  nroceeding  has  been  more 
owing  to  party  than  complexion.  I  am,  my  lord, 
your  lordship's  most  humble  servant, 

Jonathan  Swift. 


TO  VANESSA. 
GalUtown,  near  Kianegad,  July  ft.  1721. 
It  was  not  convenient,  hardly  possible,  to  write  to  you 
before  now,  though  I  had  a  more  than  ordinary  desire 
to  do  it,  considering  the  disposition  I  found  you  in 
last ;  though  I  hope  I  left  you  in  a  better.  I  must 
here  beg  you  to  take  more  care  of  your  health  by 
company  and  exercise,  or  else  the  spleen  will  get  the 
better  of  you,  than  which  there  is  not  a  more  foolish  or 
troublesome  disease,  and  what  you  have  no  pretences 
to  iu  the  world,  if  all  the  advantages  of  life  can  be  any 
defence  against  it,     Cadenus  ■  assures  me  he 

continues  to  esteem,  and  love,  and  value  you  above  all 
things,  and  so  will  do  to  the  end  of  his  life ;  but  at 
the  same  time  entreats  that  you  would  not  make  your- 
self or  him  unhappy  by  imaginations.  The  wisest 
men  of  all  ages  have  thought  it  the  best  course  to  seixe 
the  minutes  as  they  fly,  and  to  make  every  innocent 
action  an  amusement  If  you  knew  how  I  struggle 
for  a  little  health,  what  uneasiness  I  am  at  in  riding 
and  walking,  and  refraining  from  everything  agreeable 
to  my  taste,  you  would  tliink  it  but  a  small  thing  to 
take  a  coach  now  and  then,  and  to  converse  with  fools 
or  impertinents  to  avoid  spleen  and  sickness.  With- 
out health  you  will  lose  all  desire  of  drinking  coflfee, 
and  be  so  low  as  to  have  no  spirits.  Ptay  write  to  me 
cheerfully,  without  complaints  or  expostulations,  or 
else  Cadenus  shall  know  it,  and  punish  you.  What  is 
this  world  without  being  as  easy  in  it  as  prudence  and 
fortune  can  make  us  I  I  find  it  every  day  more  silly 
and  insignificant,  and  I  conform  myself  to  it  for  my 
own  ease.  I  am  here  as  deeply  employed  in  other 
folks*  plantations  and  ditches  as  if  they  were  my  own 
concern ;  and  think  of  my  absent  friends  with  delight, 
and  hopes  of  seeing  them  happy,  and  of  being  happy 
with  Uiem.     Shall  vou,  who  Mve  so  much  honour  and 

good  sense,  act  otherwise  to  make  Cad and 

yourself  miserable  ?  Settle  your  aflairs,  and  quit  this 
scoundrel  island,  and  things  will  be  as  you  desire.  I 
can  say  no  more,  being  called  away.  Mais  toyez 
OMnarie  qut  jamah  pertonne  au  monde  na  iic  aimie, 
ettimSe^  adorit  jtar  votre  ami  que  vout,  I  have  drunk 
no  coflTee  since  I  left  you,  nor  intend  it  till  I  see  you 
again :  there  is  none  worth  drinking  but  yours  if  my- 
self may  be  the  judge.     Adieu. 

,A'v?!  ''"  y""5  footman,"  may  be  impUsd.or  left  to  hU 
lOrdihip  •  own  conjecture, 
b  The  Mshop  vas  a  WeUhmao. 


FROM  LORD  BOUNGBIOKB. 

July  »,  K» 
I  NEVBB  was  BO  angry  iu  all  my  life  aa  I  vaa  vitn 
you  last  week,  on  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  Itnb 
of  Jime.  The  extreme  pleasure  it  gave  me  takes  avsr 
all  the  excuses  which  1  had  invented  for  your  loo: 
neglect.  I  design  to  return  my  humble  thanks  t> 
those  men  of  eminent  gratitude  and  integrity,  tW 
weavers  and  the  judgm,  and  earnestly  to  entreat  them, 
instead  of  tossing  you  in  the  person  of  your  proxy,  wU 
had  need  to  have  iron  ribs  to  endure  sill  the  drubtli'^ 
you  will  procure  him,  to  toas  you  in  your  pnpcf 
person,  the  next  time  you  oflend,  by  going  about  t 
talk  sense  or  to  do  good  to  die  rabble.  la  it  posuUe 
that  one  of  your  age  and  profession  should  be  iguumtf 
that  this  monstrous  beast  has  passions  to  be  moved,  hut 
no  reason  to  be  appealed  to ;  and  that  plain  truth  will 
influence  half  a  score  men  at  most  in  a  nation  or  u 
age,  while  mystery  will  lead  millions  by  tlie  nose? 

Dear  Jonathan,  since  you  cannot  resotre  to  write  m 
you  preach,  what  public  audiority  allows,  what  cooa- 
cils  and  senates  have  decided  to  be  orthodox,  m^n^ 
of  what  private  opinion  suggests,  leave  off  inaCructag 
the  citixens  of  Dublin.  Bdieve  me  there  ia  more  p}c»> 
sure,  and  more  merit  too,  in  cultivating  frienddbip 
than  in  taking  care  of  the  state.  Foola  and  knaves  art 
generally  best  fitted  for  the  latt ;  and  none  but  men  of 
sense  and  virtue  are  capable  of  tiie  other.  How  ocmii 
it  then  to  pass  that  you  who  have  aenae,  though  yoc 
have  wit,  and  virtue,  though  you  have  k^  bad  codi-  ' 
pany  in  your  time,  ^ould  be  aurpriaed  that  I  eaotiuo' 
to  write  to  you,  and  expect  to  near  Iran  yoo,  albt 
seven  years  absoice  1 

j4nni  prttdantur  eunte$,  say  you :  and  tinie  will  lop 
off  my  luxuriant  branches  :  perhaps  it  will  be  ao.  But 
I  have  put  the  pruning*hook  into  a  hand  which  warfc« 
hard  to  leave  the  other  as  little  to  do  of  that  kind  w 
may  be.  Some  auperfluous  twigs  are  croy  day  cut : 
and  as  they  lessen  in  number,  the  bough  which  bean 
the  golden  fruit  of  friendship  shoots^  awells^  vA 
spreads. 

Our  friend  told  you  what  he  heard,  and  what  was 
commonly  said,  when  he  told  you  that  I  bad  taken  tk» 
fancy  of  growing  rich.    If  I  could  have  resolved  «>« 
tliink  two  minute^  a-day  about  stocks,  to  flatter  Uv 
half  an  hour  a-week,  or  to  have  any  obltgatioa  to 
people  I  neither  loved  nor  valued,  certain  it  is  thtf  I 
might   have  gained  immenselv.     But   not  caring  ti* 
follow  the  many  bright  examples  of  these  kinds  wh><'i. 
France  fiimished,  and  which  England  sent  us  ov<t,  1 
turned  the  little  money  I  had  of  my  own,  without  heiur 
let  into  any  secret,  very  negligently ;  and  if  I  have  ir> 
cured  enough  to  content  me,  it  is  because  I  was  »ki 
contented.      I  am  sorry  to  hear  you  oonfesa  that  li.f 
love  of  money  has  got  into  your  head.     T^e  cair,  <v 
it  will,  ere  long,  sink  into  your  heart,  the  proptT  srat  «f 
passions.    Plato,  whom  you  cite,  looked  upon  ricbrt. 
and  the  other  advantages  of  fortune,  to  be  desumble;  t>at 
he  declared,  as  you  have  read  in  Diogenes  Lacrtiuv, 
Ea  et*i  non  affluerint,   nikibmunuM   tamem  hmitm  ftn 
tapientem,    Vou  may  think  it  perhaps  hard  to  r^4i- 
cile  his  two  journeys  into  Sicily  with  thb   ma&im, 
especially  since  he  got  fourscore  talentaof  the  tyraai. 
But  I  can  assure  vou  that  he  went  to  the  elder  Diutix**^ 
only  to  buy  books,  and  to  the  younger  only  to  bom>v 
a  piece  of  ground,  and  a  number  of  men,  wuuMn,  ■>! 
children,  to  try  his  Utopia.    Aristippus  was  In  Sictlv 
at  the  same  time ;  and  tnere  passed  some  BilliDgwA^ 
between  these  reverend  persons.    This  philoaopher  b** 
a  much  stronger  fancy  to  grow  rich  than  IHato;  hr 
flattered,  he  cracked  jests,  and  danced  over  a  stick  t 
get  some  of  the  Sicilian  gold :  but  atill  oven  he  ^^ 
care  tibi  re$,  non  m  refttts  wubmitUrt,    And  I  maueakm^ 
with  great  edification,  how  be  repcored  one  of  his  cato- 
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dramcoi^  who  bliahedi  and  sbraok  back,  when  hu 
Dtfter  ihowed  him  the  wav  to  the  bawdy-houee.  Aon 
ti^ndi  twrp$  eai,  ted  tgredi  non  pout  twrpe  ft.  The 
eonclucion  of  all  is  tbi« ;  am  homtitt  homm»  ought  to 
hare  cent  mUU  tivn$  dt  mtfe,  if  joa  please;  but  a  wise 
nun  will  beh^py  with  the  hundredth  part.  Letus  not 
Kfoie  riches  when  they  offer  themselves;  but  let  ns 
gire  tbero  no  loom  in  our  heads  or  our  hearts.  Let  us 
eojoy  wealth  without  suffering  it  to  become  necesnry 
to  uf.  And,  to  finish  with  one  of  Seneca*s  quaint  sen* 
teocei :  *<  Let  ns  place  it  so,  that  fortune  may  take  it 
withoot  tearing  it  from  us."  The  passage  you  men- 
tion does  follow  that  which  I  quoted  to  you,  and  the 
advice  is  good.  Solon  thought  so ;  nay,  he  went  frir- 
tfaer ;  sod  you  remember  the  reason  he  gave  for  sitting 
in  the  council  of  ,Pisistratus,  whom  he  had  done  his 
ntmoit  to  oppose,  and  who,  bj  the  way,  proved  a  very 
good  prince.  But  the  episde  is  not  writ  by  Cicero,  as 
you  Mem  to  think.  It  is,  if  I  mistake  not,  an  enstle 
of  Dolibella  to  him.  Cato,  you  say,  would  not  be  of 
thenne  mind.  Cato  is  a  most  venerable  name^  and 
Dolibella  was  but  a  scoundrel  with  wit  and  valour ; 
and  yet  there  is  better  sense,  nay,  there  is  more  virtue 
in  what  Dolabella  advises,  than  in  the  conduct  of 
Cato.  I  must  own  my  weakness  to  you.  This  Cato 
st»  son^  by  Lucan  in  every  page,  and  so  much  better 
fung  by  Virgil  in  half  a  Une,  strikes  me  with  no  great 
mpect  When  I  see  him  paintsd  in  all  the  p^lorious 
coloun  which  doquence  fdmishes,  I  call  to  mmd  that 
image  of  him  which  Tully  gives  in  one  of  his  letters  to 
Aiticoi,  or  to  somebody  else;  where  he  says,  that 
baring  a  mind  to  keep  a  debate  from  coming  on  in 
tfaf  lenate,  they  made  Cato  rise  to  speak,  and  that  he 
talked  tiU  the  hour  of  proposing  matters  was  over. 
Tnlly  insinuates  that  they  often  made  this  use  of  him. 
Does  not  the  moving  picture  shift  t  Do  you  not  behold 
Clarke  of  Taunton-Dean,  in  the  gown  of  a  Roman 
wiiatDr,  sending  out  the  members  to  pisst  The  censor 
tned  shvp  medicines;  but  in  his  time  the  natient  had 
itrnigth  to  bear  them.  The  second  Cato  inherited  this 
Ktript  without  his  skill;  and,  like  a  true  quack,  he 
CtTe  the  remedy,  because  it  was  his  only  one,  though 
it  was  too  late.  He  hastened  the  patient's  death ;  he 
tf't  only  hastened  it,  he  made  it  more  convulsive  and 
fsinfal. 

The  condition  of  your  wretched  country  is  worse 
than  you  represent  it  to  be.  The  healthful  Indian  fol- 
lows his  master  who  died  of  sickness  to  the  grave ;  but 
I  much  doubt  whether  those  charitable  legislatois  exact 
the  same,  when  the  master  is  a  lunatic,  and  cuts  his 
own  throat  I  mourn  over  Ireland  with  all  my  heart, 
i)*]t  1  pity  you  more.  In  reading  your  letter  I  feel 
.vour  pulse ;  and  I  judge  of  your  distemper  as  surely 
by  the  figures  into  which  you  cast  jour  ink,  as  the 
l«vned  doctor  at  *<  the  hand  and  unnal"  could  do,  if 
be  pond  over  your  water.  You  are  really  in  a  very 
bad  way.  You  say  your  memory  declines ;  I  believe 
it  does,  since  you  forget  your  friends,  and  since  re- 
peated importunity  can  hardly  draw  a  token  of  remem- 
nnitce  from  you.  There  are  bad  airs  for  the  mind  as 
veil  as  the  body :  and  what  do  you  imagine  that 
^HtK,  rinoe  you  have  set  me  upon  quoting  him  f who 
(baiiled  Heaven  that  he  was  not  a  Bcstian),  would  have 
n>d  nf  the  mitima  Tfuik  f  Shake  off  your  lasiness, 
rvnhU  over  hither,  and  spend  some  months  in  a  kinder 
^'•maie.  You  will  be  in  danger  of  meetinf^  but  one 
plague  here,  and  you  will  leave  manv  behind  you. 
H*Te  you  will  come  among  people  who  lead  a  Hfe  sin- 
pnlar  enough  to  hit  your  humour :  so  near  the  world  as 
* '  liave  all  its  conveniences ;  so  far  from  the  world  as 
*<)be  strangers  to  all  its  inconveniences;  wanting  no- 
bbing which  goes  to  the  ease  and  happiness  of  life ; 
tm^iaiTaased  by  nothing  which  is  cumbenome.  I  dare 
^hnost  venture  to  say  that  you  will  like  us  better  than 


the  persons  you  live  with,  and  tliat  we  shall  be  able  to 
make  you  retrograde,  (tliat  I  mav  use  a  canonical 
simile,)  as  the  sun  did  on  the  dial  of  Heiekiah,  and 
begin  anew  the  twelve  years  which  you  complain  are 
gone.  We  will  restore  to  you  the  ni^rot  attgvitofronte 
capiUot ;  and  with  them  the  dutce  loqui^  the  ridiere  de- 
evnan,  et  inter  vina  /yyam  Cynaree  mcertrt  protervo'. 
Hoc  est  vita  wbttorum  mieerd  andntiome  gravique^  and 
not  youis. 

I  was  going  to  finish  with  my  sheet  of  paper;  but 
having  bethought  myself,  that  you  deserve  some  more 
punbhment,  and  calling  all  my  anger  against  you  to 
my  aid,  I  resolve,  since  I  am  this  morning  in  the  hu- 
mour of  scribbling,  to  make  my  letter  at  least  as  long 
as  one  of  your  sermons :  and  if  you  do  not  mend,  my 
next  shall  be  as  long  as  one  of  Dr.  Manton  V  vho 
taught  my  youth  to  yawn,  and  prepared  me  to  be  a 
high-churchman,  that  I  might  never  hear  him  read, 
nor  reail  him  mors. 

You  must  know  that  I  am  as  busy  about  my  hennit* 
age,  which  is  between  the  chateau  snd  the  maison  bour- 
geoise,  as  if  I  was  to  pass  my  life  in  it :  and  if  I  could 
see  you  now  and  then  I  should  be  willing  enough  to 
do  so.  I  have  in  my  wood  the  biggest  and  the  clearest 
spring  perhaps  in  Europe,  which  forms,  before  it  leaves 
the  pars,  a  more  beautiful  river  than  any  which  flows 
in  Greek  or  Latin  verse.  I  have  a  thousand  projects 
about  this  spring,  and,  among  others,  one  which  will 
employ  some  marble.  Now  marble^  3^u  know,  makes 
one  thmk  of  inscriptions ;  and  if  you  will  correct  this, 
which  I  have  not  yet  committed  to  paper,  it  shall  lie 
graved,  and  help  to  fill  the  table-books  of  Spons  and 
Missons^  yet  to  come. 

"  Propter  fldem  adventis  Reginam,  et  nirlct, 
Intomarat^  aenratam, 
Pkopteroperam  in  iwce  general!  oonciliand& 
Strrnue  nltcm  navatam, 
Impotentii  vnaue  fiurtioina 
Sornm  Tertere  ouactiia, 
Htc  ad  aouM  lene  oaput  aaeia 
Imuati  exnlat. 
Duke  virit. 
H.  DeB.    An.*' lee. 

06  were  better  than  propter,  but  o6  operam  wotdd 
never  please  the  ear.  In  a  proper  place,  before  the  fnwt 
of  the  house  which  I  have  new  built,  I  have  a  mind 
to  inscribe  Uiis  piece  of  patchwork  :— 

**  81  reaipiKat  patrla,  in  patriam  redituraa ; 
Si  non  rcsiplacat.  ubivia  mrliua  quam  inter 
ywXm  dvm  (htarua. 
Hane  villam  inataaro  K  oxomo  : 
Hinc,  velut  eapurtu,  alienor  casua 
Et  fortuMB  ludom  Iniolentem 
Ceraece  auave  est. 
Hie,  mortem  nee  appetena  nee  timens*  * 

InnocuU  aeliciia, 
Dgcti  quiete. 
et 
Pellcit  animi  tmmoli  toaaqnUUtale, 
Fruiaoor. 
Hie  mihi  vivam  quod  anperert  atit  exllu« 

Aut  KTi.'* 

If  in  a  year's  time  you  should  find  leisure  io  write  to 
me,  send  me  some  mottos  for  groves,  and  streams,  and 
fine  prospects,  and  retreat,  and  contempt  of  grandeur, 
&c.  I  have  one  for  my  greenhouse,  and  one  for  an  alley 
which  leads  to  my  apartment,  which  axe  hi^py  enough. 
The  first  is.  Hie  ver  eumdmm,  atqtu  aittnu  miiwinia 
etttat.    The  other  iM^/aUemtit  oemita  n/«. 

You  see  I  amuse  myself  de  la  bagatelle  as  much  as 
you,  but  here  lies  the  difference ;  your  bagatelle  leads 
to  something  better;  as  fiddlers  flourish  carelessly  be- 

■  Thomaa  Manton.  D.D.,  who  had  been  ejected  ttnm  the 
rectory  of  Covent-gaiden,  for  nonconformity,  alter  the  &»• 
ttoratiou. 

bJame«  Spon,  M.D.,  and  Maximilian  Misaon,  were   two 

eminent  tra\ eUen. 
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fwe  they  play  a  fine  air.    But  mine  begiiu,  prooeed% 
and  ends  m  boffateUe, 

Adieu :  it  is  happy  for  you  diat  my  hand  is  tired. 

I  will  take  care  that  you  shall  have  n;iy  picture,  and  I 
am  simple  enou{;h  to  be  obliged  to  you  for  asking 
for  it.  If  you  do  not  write  to  me  soon,  I  hope  it 
will  fall  down  as  soon  as  you  have  it,  and  break 
your  head. 

FROM  THE  DUCHESS  OP  ORMOND. 

Sqitembef  1.17£I. 
Sin,-oI  DO  not  know  how  to  account  for  your  long 
silence,  unless  your  time  has  been  taken  up  in  making 
an  interest  with  those  in  power  here  for  one  of  the  two 
archbishoprtos  that  we  heard  were  void,  but  I  am  rery 
glad  are  not  so.  Set  your  heart  at  rert,  for  they  are 
jxromised ;  and  therefore  you  may  as  well  write  to  a 
sister,  when  next  you  honour  this  kingdom  with  any 
despatches,  fu  to  any  greater  people.  It  is  a  shame  to 
think  how  you  have  neglected  those  of  your  own  house. 
I  had  once  determined  to  write  to  you  no  more,  since 
no  answer  was  to  be  expected ;  but  then  revenge  came 
into  my  head,  and  I  was  resolved  to  tease  you,  till  at 
last,  to  be  quie^  you  will  send  me  some  plausible  ex- 
cuse, at  least,  for  never  inquiring  after  brother  or  sister. 
I  wonder  when  you  will  be  good-natured  enough  to 
come  and  see  how  we  do ;  but  Ireland  has  such  powers 
ful  charms,  that  I  question  whether  you  would  leave 
it  to  be  one  of  our  archbishops.  I  was  at  your  brother 
Arran'st  a  good  while  this  summer,  and  have  been  much 
upon  the  ramble,  or  else  you  would  have  sooner  had 
these  just  reproaches  from  me;  whom  yon  have  no 
way  of  appeasing,  but  by  a  letter  of  ^t  least  four  sides 
of  paper  :  though  I  ^m  so  good  a  Christian,  upon  this 
occasion,  as  to  be,  notwithstanding  all  this  ill-treat- 
meoj  sir,  your  most  sincere  friend  and  hjumble  servant, 

.  M.  Obmond. 

TO  MR.  WORRAL. 

Gaulstown.  September  14, 1721. 
Dear  JaciC, — I  answered  your  letter  long  ago,  and 
have  little  to  say  at  present.  I  shall  be  in  town  by 
the  beginning  of  next  month,  although  a  fit  of  good 
weather  would  tempt  me  a  wcelc  longer ;  for  I  never 
saw  of  heard  of  so  long  a  continuance  of  bad,  which 
has  hindered  me  from  several  little  rambles  I  intended ; 
but  I  row  or  ride  every  day  in  spite  of  the  rain,  in  spite 
of  a  broken  shin,  or  falling  into  the  lakes,  and  several 
other  trifling  accidents.  Pray  what  have  you  done 
with  the  Lichfield  man  ?  Has  he  mended  his  voice,  or 
is  he  content  to  sit  down  with  his  Christ-church^  pre- 
ferment f  I  doubt  Mrs.  Brent  will  be  at  a  loss  about 
her  industry-book,«  for  want  of  a  new  leaf,  with  a 
list  drawn  of  the  debtors.  I  know  you  are  such  a 
bungler  you  cannot  do  it,  and  therefore  I  desire  that 
you  would,  in  a  loose  sheet  of  paper,  make  a  survey- 
list,  in  your  bungling  manner,  as  soon  as  she  wants  it, 
and  let  that  serve  till  I  come.  Present  my  service  to 
Mrs.  Worral.  I  wonder  how  you,  and  she,  and  your 
heir^  have  spent  the  summer,  and  how  often  you  Imve 
been  at  Dunleary,^  and  whether  you  have  got  her 
another  horse,  and  whether  she  hates  dying  in  the 
country  as  much  as  ever.  Desire  Mrs.  Brent,  if  a 
messenger  goes  from  hence,  to  give  him  my  fustian 
waistcoat)  because  the  mornings  grow  cold.  I  have 
now  and  then  some  threatenings  with  my  head ;  but 
have  never  been  absolutely  giddy  above  a  minute,  and 
cannot  complain  of  my  health,  I  thank  God.  Pray 
send  them  enclosed  to  the  post-office^    I  hear  yoii  have 

•  A  member  of  the  Club  of  8ixt<ten. 
b  One  of  the  cmthedntU  In  Dublin. 

•  The  txMk  wheivin  Mrs.  Brent  kept  the  seeonni  of  the 
money  lent  by  Dr.  Swift  to  poor  trwiaimea  without  intemt. 

A  Mr.  Fairbrother. 

•  A  vilUge  en  the  coast,  nesr  Dublia. 


ht  your  hm«e  t»  Mrs.  Dopping,  wlio  will  be  a  good 
tenant  -if  she-  lives.  '  I  sunpose  your  new  hoine  it 
finished,  and,  if  Mrs.  Worrai  does  not  air.it well,  it 
may  get  you  a  new  wife,  which  I  would  not  have  ytn 
tell  her,  because  it  will  do  the  busmess  better  thui  i 
boat  at  Dalky.*  I  hope  you  have  ordered  an  accaimt 
of  absent  vicars,  and  tbait  &eir  behaviaur  has  not  beei 
A)  bad  as  utoal  during  toy  sickness  in  town ;  if  u,  I 
have  but  an  ill  sub-dean.    I  am,  sir,  yoax%  &c. 

Jonathan  Swift. 

P.S.— Tell  Mrs.  Brent  that,  if  Lloyd  agrees,  I  ifaall  bf 
glad  one  of  his  hogsheads  was  left  unracked. 


TO  AACSIBISHOP  KINO. 
Osmlslowii,  near  Kiansgad,  Sefiteaiber  M.  KSl. 
My  Lobd^ — I  had  the  honour  of  yoiir  grace's  letter  d 
the  1st  instant ;  and,  although  I  thought  it  mj  duty  t» 
be  the  last  writer  in  coirespvoding  with  your  grac«,  :r^ 
I  know  you  are  so  punctual  thi^,  if  I  shmild  vrite 
aoonet,  it  would  only  be  the  occasion  oi  giving  you  a 
new  trouble  before  it  ought  in  conscience  to  be  jnt 
upon  you.  Besides,  I  was  ia  some  pain  that  ^m 
letter  of  Sept  1st  was  not  the  first  you  had  writ,  ir- 
cause  about  ten  days  after  a  friend  sent  me  wonl  tin! 
your  giaee  said  you  had  writ  to  me  six  weeks  befoR, 
and  bad  no  answer ;  whereas,  I  caa  assure  your  pise. 
that  I  received  but  one  from  you ;  nor  had  1  reasm  ti 
expect  it,  hairing  not  done  myself  the  horwur  to  writ: 
to  yovL  before.,  I  will  fteU  you  the  aecret  of  dating  mj 
letter;  I  was  in  fear  lest  the  post  should  be  gone,  wi 
so  left  a  blanks  and  wisely  huddled  it  up  witk^t 
thinking  of  the  date ;  but  we  country  genUemai  aie 
frequently  guiljty  of  greater  blunders;  and  in  t^ 
article  I  grow  more  perfect  every  day. 

I  believe  you  seriously  that  you  wUl  take  care  of  jwr 
health  to  prevent  .a  succeaor ;  .that  is  to,  say,  I  bdier' 
you  tell  truth  in  jest ;  .for.  I  know .  it  is  not  the  ralue 
of  life  that  makes  you  desire  to  live,  and  am  afiaid 
the  world  is  much  of  your  mind ;  for  it  is  out  of  Tepi>i 
to  the  public,  or  some  of  themselves,  more  than  up 
your  own  account,  that  they  wish  your  oontiDOtf^ 
among  us. 

It  seems  you  are  a  greater  favourite  of  the  lieutensni  ^ 
than  you  care  to  own ;  for  we  hear  that  he  killed  bbi 
two  bucks^  and  sent  yrm  a  present  of  one. 

I  hear  you  are  likely  to  be  the  sole  oppoier  of  ti» 
bank  *.e  and  you  wi  11  eertainly  miscarry,  because  it  woaU 
prove  a  most  perfidious  tiling.  Bankrupts  are  always <<r 
setting  up  banks :  how  then  can  vou  tnink  a  hank  «til 
fail  of  a  majority  in  both  houses  r 

You  are  very  perverse  in  misinterpreting  die  Isdia 
favour,  as  if  you  nrast  die  to  obtain  it ;  I  aasoiv  yoo  ^ 
M  directly  contrary,  and,  if  you  die,  you  wiH  lose  tbe<r 
favour  for  ever  :  I  am  commanded  to  tell  you  so ;  ^^ 
therefore,  at  die  peril  of  your  life,  and  of  their  g«J 
graces,  look  to  your  health. 

I  hear  the  bi^op  of  Bangor,^  despairing  of  domg  toy 
good  with  you,  has  taken  up  with  Uervford.  1 »«  * 
plain  man,  and  would  be  glad  at  any  time  to  see  fi^t 
such  bishops  hanged,  if  I  could  thereby  have  saT<^it^ 
life  of  his  predecessor,  for  whom  I  had  a  great  «i<eff» 
and  friendship.  I  do  not  much  approve  the  compliisA^ 
made  you  by  comparisons  drawn  from  good  and  M 
emperors,  because  tne  inference  fidls  short  en  both  vide*. 
If  Julian  had  immediately  succeeded  Cooslantiv«  ii 
would  have  been  more  to  the  purpose.  Sir  Jamrs  cf 
the  Peak«said  to  Bonchier  tlie  gamester,  '^Sinsb,  t 

•  A  delightfnl  bland  riz  miles  tkom  DuUia. 

b  Quirles  dnke  of  Grafton  . 

<^  Proposal  fbr  a  nailoDal  bonk  in  IxeUad,  bat  «d«^  ^ 
parliament. 

*  Dr.  Benjamin  Hoadloy, 
«  Sir  James  of  the  Peak,  called  Sir  James  Baker,  si 

gambler. 
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ibdl  look  bettor  Aan  you  wbeo  I  hare  been  a  month 
m  my  grafe/"  A  great  man  in  Bogland  wae  blaming 
mebrdegfmag  eoowbodj  or  other;  laanuedhim  1 
did  DoC  et  all  deq^iee  the  man  be  mentioned :  that  I 
wu  not  10  liberel  of  my  contempt ;  nor  would  beetonr 
it  wh«if  there  wae  not  eome  depee  of  merit.  -U^on 
tiiii  principle,  I  can  eee  no  proper  ground  of  oppoeition 
bet««m  3ronr  grace  and  that  wrcteh  of  Bwigor.  I 
bare  read  indei^  ^t  a  dog  wai  once  made  king  of 
Norway,  but  I  foigOt  who  was  hie  predeceosor ;  and 
tiMcfoM  em  at  a  loH  for  the  othei'part  of  the  con>* 
pariwn. 

I  am  afraid  the  clatter  of  ladies*  tongues  is  no  Tery 
good  cure  for  a  giddiness  in  the  head.  W  ben  your  grace 
'u  jroa  say)  was  young,  as  I  am- not,  the  ladies  were 
better  company,  or  you  more  easily  pleased.  I  am 
perpetually  reproaching  them  ibr  their  ignorance 
affecbtion,  impeitinence,  (but  my  -paper  will  not 
KdM  ill,)  except  lady  Bet^  RoeUbrt^  youl*  old  ao* 
quoiutoiicf. 

I  own  my  head  and  your  grace's  fe(?t  would  be  ill 
joined ;  but  giro  me  your  head  and  take  my  feet,  aand 
natch  ut  in  the  kingdom  if  you  can. 

My  lord,  I  row  after  health  like  a  waterman,  and 
ride  aA»r  it  like  a  post-boy,  and  find  some  little  snc- 
c««;  but  tubetmt  morbi  hi^itqm  tmtehit,  I  have  a 
noeiptto  which  yoa  are  a  stranger;  my  lord  Oxfbrd 
and  Mr.  Prior  lued  to  join  with  me  in  taking  it ;  to 
wbom  I  often  raid,  when  we  were  two  honrs  diretting^ 
wneltrcs  with  trifles,  vtvw  ia  hagaUlk.  I  am  so  deep 
among  the  workmen  at  Rochfoit^s  canals  and  lakes, 
•0  dezteraos  at  the  oar,  such  an  alderman  after  the 

1*« ^ 

I  am  just  now  told,  from  some  uempapeis.  that  one 
of  the  king's  enemies,  and  my  excellent  friend,  Mr. 
Aior,^  is  dead;  I  pmy  God  deliver  me  from  many 
■Qch  trials.  I  am  neithor  old  nor  philosopher  enough 
to  be  indifferent  at  ao  great  a  loss;  and  therefore  I 
abruptly  conclude,  but  with  the  greatest  respect,  my 
lord,  your  grace's  most  dutiful  and  obMient  servant, 

JoMATHAN  Swin. 


TO  THK  EEV.  MB.  J.\CK$QN.  AT  GAUL9rOWN.« 

Dttblin.  October  «,  ITtl. 
I  RAO  no  mind  to  load  you  with  the  secret  of  my 
R«iiitg,  because  you  should  bear  none  of  the  blame.  1 
Ml  upon  a  suppoeitiou  that  Mr.  Rochfort  had  a  mind 
t»  keep  me  longer,  which  I  will  allow  in  him  and  you, 
tut  out  one  of  the  family  bMides»  who,  I  confess,  had 
reason  enough  to  be  weary  of  a  man  who  entered  into 
none  of  their  tastes,  nor  pleasures,  nor  fiuicies,  nor 
opinions,  nor  talk.  I  baited  at  Clencurr^,  and  got  to 
Ualip  between  three  and  four,  saw  the  curiosities  there, 
Slid  the  next  morning  came  to  Dublin  by  eight  o'clock, 
ind  was  at  prayers  in  my  cathedral.  There's  a  tra- 
veller! I  forgot  a  long  treatise,  copied  by  my  Jrish 
■vretary,  whid  I  lent  Clem.  Barry. — Pray  get  it  from 
turn,  and  seal  it  up^  and  keep  it  till  you  get  a  conve- 
uieoos  of  sendii^  it.  Desire  lady  Betty  to  give  you 
tiie  old  silver  box  that  I  carried  the  comfits  in;  it 
lidoogt  to  poor  Mrs.  Brent,  and  she  asked  me  for  it 
with  a  aigb.  You  may  trust  it  with  Arthur.  You 
•re  now  ha^py,  and  have  nobody  ia  teaae  you  to  the 
«w  or  the  aaddile.  You  can  sit  in  your  nightgown  till 
iMwo  without  any  reproacbea. 

I  left  a  note  for  you 'with  James  Doyle,  with  com- 
miasions,  which  I  hope  vou  will  fulfil,  though  you 
)«now  the  money;  I  will  certainly  be  out  of  your 
debt  iu  all  articles  between  us  when  you  come  to 

»  9e«  iba  lively  poem  entided  *'  Tlie  Cotuitry  Life/'  de- 
«ri>ihiff  tbe  puliniee  of  (MuldowiL 

k  September  18.  ITSI. 

*  Copl^  ffroai  ttM  original,  bi  the  poasoirioB  of  two  Irish 
bdfaa  of  tbe  aame  of  SbenloB. 


town,  or  beforsi  if  you  draw  a  bill  upon  me;  f<»r  now 
I  have  money,  and  value  no  man.  I  am  told  your 
tribe  here  is  all  w«U|  though  1  have  seen  none  but  Jack 
Jacksoa. 

Farewell;  go  to  cards,  and  lose  your  money  with 
great  gravity. 

My  service  to  all  your  girls. 

I  gave  James  Doyle  two  crowns,  and  a  strict  order 
to  take  care  of  [^f]  gray  colt,  which  I  desire  you  will 
second. 

I  had  a  perfect  summer  journey,  and  if  I  had  staid 
much  longer  1  should  have  certainly  had  a  winter 
one,  which^  with  weak  hoiaes  and  bad  reads,  would 
have  been  a  very  unpleasant  thing. 

JoNATiuM  Swift. 


TO  THE  BEV.  MR.  WALLIS. 

Dublin,  November  S.  1721. 
Snt, — You  stole  in  and  out  of  town  without  seeing 
either  the  ladies  or  me ;  which  was  very  ungratefully 
done  considering  the  obligations  you  nave  to  us  for 
lodging  and  dieting  with  you  so  long.  Why  did  you 
not  call  iu  the  morning  at  the  deanery  ?  Besides,  we 
reckoned  fbr  certain  that  you  came  to  stay  a  month  or 
two,  as  you  told  us  you  intended.  I  hear  you  were 
so  kind  as  to  be  at  Ijaracor,  where  I  hope  you  planted 
something ;  and  I  intend  to  be  down  after  Christmas, 
when  you  must  continue  a  week.  As  for  your  plan,  it 
is  very  pretty,  too  pretty  for  the  use  I  intend  to  make 
f]^  Laracor.  All  I  would  desire  is  what  I  mention  in 
the  paper  I  left  you,  except  a  walk  down  to  the  canal. 
I  suppose  your  project  would  cost  me  10/.  and  a  con* 
stant  gardener.  Pmy  come  to  town,  and  stay  some 
time,  and  repay  yourself  some  of  your  dinners.  I 
wonder  how  a  mischief  you  came  to  miss  us.  Why 
did  you  not  set  out  a  Monday,  like  a  true  country 
parson  f  Besides,  you  lay  a  load  on  us  in  saying  one 
chief  end  of  your  journey  was  to  see  lu :  but  1  suppose 
there  might  be  another  motive,  and  you  are  like  the 
man  that  died  of  love  and  the  colic.  Let  us  know 
whether  you  are  more  or  leaa  monkish,  how  long  yon 
found  yourself  better  by  our  company,  and  how  long 
before  you  recovered  the  charges  we  put  you  tot  The 
ladies  assure  you  of  their  hearty  services ;  and  I  am, 
with  great  truth  and  sincerity,  your  most  faithful 
humble  servant,  Jonathan  Swift. 

inROM  LORD  BOLINGBROKE. 

January  1 ,  KSt. 
I  BBCXIVED  your  letter  of  the  29th  of  September  above 
a  fortnight  ago ;  and  should  have  set  vou  an  example 
by  answering  it  immediately,  rwhich  I  do  not  re* 
member  you  ever  set  me,)  if  I  haa  not  been  obliged  to 
abandon  the  silence  and  quiet  of  this  beloved  retreat, 
and  to  thrust  myself  into  the  hurry  and  babble  of  an 
impertinent  town.  In  leaa  than  ten  days  which  I  spent 
at  Paris,  I  was  more  than  ten  times  on  the  ^iut  of 
leaving  my  businesi  there  undone ;  and  yet  this  busi* 
ness  was  to  save  four-fifths  of  400,000  livres,  which  I 
have  on  the  town-house ;  res/es  miterobht  du  nawfrogt 
da  ma  fortum.  Luckily  I  had  the  fear  of  you  before 
my  eyes;  and  thougli  I  cannot  hone  to  deserve  your 
esteem  by  growing  rich,  I  h^e  endeavoured  to  avoid 
your  contempt  bv  growing  poor.  The  expression  is 
equivocal ;  a  fault  which  our  language  often  betrays 
those  who  scribble  hastily  into ;  Uit  voor  own  con- 
science will  serve  for  a  comment,  and  fix  the  sense. 
Let  me  thank  you  for  remembering  me  in  your 
prayers,  and  for  using  your  credit  above  so  generously 
m  my  behalf.  To  despise  riches  with  Seneca  s  purse^ 
is  to  have  at  once  all  the  advantages  of  fortune  and 
philosophy. 

I  QoidvovsatdaldaatitealaBBi^asBtaBKBe? 
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You  are  not  like  H.  6uy,>  who,  among  other  excel- 
lent  pieces  of  advice,  gave  me  this  when  I  fint  came  to 
court :  to  be  very  moderate  and  modest  in  my  applica- 
tions  for  my  friends,  and  very  greedy  and  importunate 
when  I  asked  for  myself.  You  call  Tolly  names,  to 
revenge  Cato^s  quarrel ;  and  to  revenge  Tully's,  I  am 
ready  to  fall  foul  of  Seneca.  You  churchmen  hare 
cried  him  up  for  a  great  saint ;  and  as  if  you  imagined 
that  to  have  it  believed  that  he  had  a  montii*s  mind  to 
be  a  Christian  would  reflect  some  honour  on  Chris- 
tianity, you  employed  one  of  those  pious  frauds,  so 
frequently  pmtised  in  the  days  of  primitive  simplicity, 
to  impose  on  the  world  a  pretended  correspondence 
between  him  and  the  great  apostle  of  the  Gentiles.^ 
Your  partiality  in  his  favour  snail  bias  me  no  more 
than  the  pique  which  Dion  Cassius  and  others  show 
against  him.  Like  an  equitable  judge,  I  shall  only  tax 
him  with  avarice  in  his  prosperity,  adulation  in  his  ad- 
versity, and  affectation  in  every  state  of  life.  Were  I 
considerable  enough  to  be  banished  from  my  country, 
methinks  I  would  not  purchase  my  restoration  at  the 
expense  of  writing  such  a  letter  to  the  prince  himself, 
as  your  Christian  stoic  wrote  to  the  emperor's  slave, 
Polibius.«  Thus  I  think  of  the  man,  and  yet  I  read  the 
author  with  pleasure ;  though  I  join  in  condemning  those 
points  which  he  introduced  into  the  latin  style ;  those 
eternal  witticisms  strung  like  beads  together,  and  that 
impudent  manner  of  talking  to  the  passions  before  he 
has  gone  about  to  convince  the  judgment ;  which  Era^ 
raus,  if  I  remember  right,  objects  to  him.  He  is 
seldom  instructive^  but  he  is  perpetually  entertaining; 
and  when  he  gives  you  no  new  idea,  he  reflects  your 
own  back  upon  you  with  new  lustxe.  I  have  lately 
writ  an  excellent  treatise  in  praise  of  exile.'  Many  of 
the  bints  are  taken  from  Qmtotaiio  ad  HMam  and 
other  parts  of  his  works.  The  whole  is  turned  on  his 
style  and  manner ;  and  there  is  as  much  of  the  spirit  of 
the  portique  as  I  could  infuse,  without  running  too  far 
into  the  mirabUia,  inopmatay  et  partutoxa,  which  TuUy, 
and  1  think  Seneca  himself,  ridicules  the  school  of 
Zeuo  for.  That  you  may  laugh  at  me  in  your  torn,  I 
own  ingenuously  that  I  b^an  in  jest,  grew  serious  at  the 
third  or  fourth  page,  and  convinced  myself  before  I 
had  done  of  what  perhaps  I  shall  never  convince  any 
other,  that  a  man  of  sense  and  virtue  may  be  unfor- 
tunate,  but  can  never  be  unhappy.  Do  not  imagine, 
however,  that  I  have  a  mind  to  quarrel  with  Aristippus : 
he  is  still  my  favourite  among  the  philosophers :  and 
if  1  find  some  fatilts  in  him,  they  are  few  and  venial. 

You  do  me  much  honour  in  saying  that  I  put  you 
in  mind  of  lord  Digby  ;•  but  say  it  to  no  one  else,  for 
fear  of  passing  for  partial  in  your  parallels,  which  has 
done  Plutarch  more  hurt  than  it  has  done  good  to  his 
Grecian  heroes.  I  had  forgot,  or  I  never  knew,  the  re- 
markable passage  which  you  mention.  Great  virtue, 
unjustly  persecuted,  may  hold  such  language,  and  will 
be  beard  with  applause ;  with  general  applause,  I  mean, 
not  universal.  There  was  at  Athens  a  wretch  who  spit 
in  the  face  of  Aristides  as  he  marched  firm,  calm,  and 
almost  gay,  to  execution.  Perhaps  there  was  not  another 
man  among  the  Athenians  capable  of  the  same  vile 
action.  And  for  the  honour  of  my  country  I  will  be- 
lieve, that  there  are  few  men  in  England,  besides  lord 
Oxford,  capable  of  hearing  that  strain  of  eloquence 
without  admiration.     There  is  a  sort  of  kindred  in 

•  Henry  Guy.  secretary  to  tbm  IVrasary  during  throe  socceniw 
nlgns,  died  February  9S,  1710. 

bit  onnsiela  of  thirteen  letters,  which  seemed  to  St.  Jerome  ud 
St.  Auyuftine  to  have  been  genuine, 
c  Seneca  de  Conxolatione  ad  Polybfum. 
d  Printed  in  his  works  under  the  title  of  "  Reflections  upon 

•  George  lord  Disby.  afterword  earl  of  Bristol.  Dr.  Swift,  in 
a  letter  to  lord  Bolingbroke.  April  5, 17W,  styles  lord  Dlgby 
Ae  prototype  of  lonl  Bolingbfoke. 


souls,  and  they  are  divided  into  more  families  than  ve 
are  apt  to  imagine.  Digby*s  and  Harlf  y*s  are  abwiuv 
strangers  to  one  another.  Touch  a  miison,  and  &]1  the 
unisons  will  give  die  mme  sound ;  but  you  may  tfaran 
a  lute  till  your  fingers  are  sore,  and  you  will  ditv  do 
sound  out  of  a  JewVharp. 

I  thank  you  for  correcting  my  iosaiptians,  aod  I 
thank  you  still  more  for  promisiDg  to  gather  ap  mottDi 
for  me,  and  to  write  often  to  me.  I  am  as  little  gim 
to  beg  correspondents  as  you  ii«  to  beg  pictuiei;  bet 
since  I  cannot  live  with  you,  I  would  fiun  hear  bm 
you.  To  grow  old  with  good  sense,  and  a  goodfrirni 
was  the  wish  of  Thales;  I  add,  with  good  health:  to 
enjoy  but  one  and  a  half  of  these  three  is  hard.  I  hat 
hourd  of  Priw's  death,  and  of  his  epitaph  ;■  and  haxt 
seen  a  strange  book  writ  by  a  grave  and  eloquent  do^ 
tor  i>  about  &e  dtike  of  Buckinghamshire.  People,  vb 
talk  much  in  tiiat  moment,  can  have,  as  I  beliere,  bot 
one  of  these  two  princinles,  fear  or  vanity.  It  is  tbe^ 
fore  much  better  to  hold  one's  tongue.  I  am  Mny 
that  the  first  of  these  penons,  our  old  aoquaintance 
Matt,  lived  so  poor  as  you  represent  him.  I  thocri 
that  a  certain  Jord,«  whose  marriagv  witli  a  certaio 
heiress  was  the  ultimate  end  of  a  certain  adminiitzatiot^ 
had  put  him  above  want  Prior  might  justly  enwif  b 
have  addressed  himself  to  his  young  patron,  ss  oar 
friend  Aristippus  did  to  Dionyiius;  ''you  hiTt 
money,  which  I  want;  I  have  wit  and  knowledi? 
which  you  want"  I  long  to  see  your  "TraTeb:* 
[Gulliver's]  for,  take  it  as  you  will,  I  do  not  retnd 
what  I  said.  I  will  underbdce  to  find,  in  two  psgvf  •/ 
your  baaaieUet,  more  good  sense,  useliil  knowleagr,  as^ 
true  religion,  tiian  you  can  diow  me  in  the  works  cf 
nineteen  in  twoity  of  the  profound  divines  and  pbilr- 
sophers  of  the  age. 

I  am  obliged  to  return  to  Paris  in  a  month  or  si 
weeks*  time,  and  from  thence  will  send  rou  my  lecture. 
Would  to  Heaven  I  could  send  you  as  like  a  pichuf  ■/ 
my  mind ;  you  would  find  yourself,  in  that  draufh!. 
the  object  of  the  truest  esteem  and  ^  nncerest  (noi^ 
ship.  

FROM  DR.  SNAPS. 

Wiadior.  April  13, 1721 
Revsrbmd  Sib,— I  tike  the  opportunity  of  two  of  oor 
choir  going  over  to  try  their  fortune  in  your  coontrT,  st 
onoe  to  letiun  my  dianks  for  a  very  obllg^  lettn  y« 
favoured  me  wi^  some  years  ago,  and  your  kind  x* 
terpietation  of  my  endeavours  at  that  time  to  assert  tx 
cause  of  our  establishment  against  a  prriate  [bMbop 
Hoadley]  who  was  undermining  it ;  and  also  t»  re- 
commend to  your  favour  the  besffer,  Mr.  SUard,  wbo^ 
upon  the  encoun^ement  of  your  wortiiy  prinai^^f  » 
going  to  settle  at  Armagh.  I  cannot  pretend  ti  say  be 
has  tiie  same  compass  of  voice  with  his  late  faroth^. 
whom  the  good  queen  so  much  admired ;  hut  I  »iU 
venture  to  say  he  has  a  greater  compass  of  undent^* 
ing,  and,  upon  the  whole,  that  he  is  a  good  choiimoA 
The  other  that  bears  him  company  was  a  very  u:*^ 

•  In  the  following  triplet,  written  by  himself  ^— 
"  To  me  'Us  given  to  ^ :  to  you  'tis  gifoi 
To  Uve.    Alas  1  one  momaot  asts  ns  eves: 
Mark  how  imponial  is  the  will  of  Hevmx  V* 

Bishop  Atterburj',  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Pope,  dat«d  5<t«-  ^' 
1791.  says,  '*  I  had  not  strength  enough  to  attend  Mr.  V^' ^ 
his  grave,  else  I  wonld  have  doae  it,  to  havv  dbowad  htfthan^ 
that  I  had  forgot  and  forgiven  what  he  wrote  on  mr.  Be  «ti» 
hurried  a*  he  desired,  at  the  feet  of  Spenwr.  I  «iU  t»^«  ar« 
to  make  good,  in  erery  respect,  what  I  nid  to  him  •h«i  brnu. 
particalarlv  as  to  the  triplet  he  wnile  iw  his  e«n  *T5*^j 
which,  whiie  we  wereon  good  terms.  I  pwm«J,l>^.*^™ 
never  appear  on  his  tomb  while  I  was  dmn  of  Wwrmia^rr. 
Atterhwy  s  Eputolary  Ccmewondenee^  I7tl9,  \o\.  ii-  p- '  1 7. 

k  Richard  Piddes.  D.D..  pobUiriied  la  n»i.ia««*»L "*  J* 
ler  in  Answer  to  one  ftom  a  Freethiuker ;  oeearioBrdeqF  the  »• 
duke  of  Backinghamshiro't  Epitaph.** 

e  Edward  kud  Harlqr,  who  mantied  taOelabsr,  171S>  the  My 
Henrietta  Cavoidiih  HoUss, 
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cboruter  to  us.  Hit  voice,  since  itg  breaking,  is  some- 
wlut  harsh,  but  I  believe  will  grow  mellower.  If  you 
fiod  cither  of  them  for  your  purpose,  especially  the 
bearer,  when  you  have  a  vacaiicy  in  your  church,  I 
ih&Il  be  mach  obliged  to  you  for  any  favour  you  are 
pleawd  to  ihow ;  and  be  ready  to  approve  myself  on 
wf  occssioD,  reverend  sir,  your  most  obliged  and 
ifktiooste  servant,  A.  Snatb. 

TO  VANKSBA. 

Clogher.  Jan«  1, 17S2. 
Ths  weather  has  been  so  constantly  bad  that  I  have 
ir&Dted  all  die  healthy  advantages  of  the  country,  and 
itieenu  likely  to  continue  so.  It  would  have  been 
bfiaitely  better  once  a-week  to  have  met  at  Kendal, 
iDil  M  forth,  where  one  might  pass  three  or  four  hours 
in  (IrinkiDg  coffee  in  the  morning,  or  dining  ittt'a'iite, 
irinkiog  coffee  again  till  seven.  God  send  you  throu^ 
four  lawsuit  and  your  reference.  And  remember  that 
riches  are  nine  parts  in  ten  of  all  that  is  good  in  life, 
krjd  health  is  me  tenth;  drinking  coffee  comes  long 
iter,  and  yet  it  is  the  eleventh ;  but  without  the  two 
brmer  you  cannot  drink  it  right :  and  remember  the 
hiua  in  tbe  old  house,  and  Rider-street,  and  the 
olooeVs  journey  to  France,  and  the  London  wedding, 
wi  tbe  sick  lady  at  Kensington,  and  the  indisixMition 
I  Windaor,  and  tbe  strain  by  the  box  of  books  at 
4od(iD.  Last  year  I  writ  you  civilities,  and  you 
ftn  angry.  This  year  I  will  write  you  none,  and  you 
rill  be  angry ;  yet  my  thoughts  were  still  the  same^ 
Voyr;  que  j*  terai  ioitjintrM  tout  ce  qtu  vota  diwrex, 
Idlea. 


TO  VANESSA. 
Looghfall.  GoiiBiy  of  Arnugh,  Jaly  13, 1718. 
AM  well  pleased  with  the  account  oi  your  visit,  and 
le  behaviour  of  tlie  ladies.     I  see  every  day  as  silly 
lin^  among  both  sexes,  yet  endure  them  for  the  sake 
r  amusement*    The  worst  thing  in  you  and  me  is, 
tat  we  are  too  hard  to  please ;  and  whether  we  have 
ude  ourselves  so  is  the  question ;  at  least  I  believe  we 
ive  the  same  reason.     One  thing  that  I  differ  from 
ni  in  is,  that  I  do  not  quarrel  with  my  best  friends, 
believe  you  have  ten  angry  passages  in  your  letter, 
m1  every  one  of  them  enough  to  spoil  two  days  apiece 
riding  and  walking.     We  differ  prodigiously  in  one 
lint ;  1  fly  from  the  spleen  Co  tbe  world's  end ;  you 
n  out  of  your  way  to  meet  it.     I  doubt  the  bad 
Ather  bos  hindered  you  much  fVom  the  diversions  fjf 
lUT  country-house,  and  put  you  upon  thinking  in 
lur  chamber.    The  use  I  have  made  of  it  was  to 
ui  I  know  not  how  many  diverting  books  of  history 
id  tnvelfl.     I  wish  you  would  get  yourself  a  horse, 
id  have  always  two  servants  to  attend  you,  and  visit 
ur  neighbours ;  tiie  worse  the  better  :  there  is  a  plea- 
re  in  being  reverenced ;  and  that  is  always  in  your 
wer,    by  your  superiority  of  sense,   and  an  easy 
titrie.    The  best  maxim  I  know  in  this  life  is,  to 
ink  your  coffee  when  you  can ;  and  when  you  can- 
K  to  be  easy  without  it ;  while  you  continue  to  be 
ienetic,  count  upon  it  I  will  always  preach.    Thxis 
a<*h  I  sympathise  with  you,  that  I  am  not  cheerful 
inigb  to  write ;  for  I  believe  coffee  once  a-week  is 
cesary  to  that.      I  can  sincerely  answer  all  your 
le^tions  as  I  used  to  do ;  out  then  I  give  all  possible 
ly  Xo  amusements,  because  they  preserve  my  temper, 
exercise  does  my  health ;  and  without  health  and 
od  linmoor  I  woidd  rather  be  a  dog.    I  have  shifted 
*rM%  ofterieff  than  ever  I  did  in  my  life,  and  I  believe 
ve  lain  in  thirty  beds  since  I  left  town,  and  always 
ew  up  the  clothes  with  my  lef^  hand  -,  which  is  a 
(Mnstitjon  I  liave  learned  these  ten  years.     I  long  to 
;  you  in  6gure  and  equipage.    Pray  do  not  lose  that 
iW.     Farewell. 


TO  VANESSA. 

Anipat  7, 17S2. 
I  AM  this  hour  leaving  my  present  residence ;  and  if  I 
fix  anywhere  shall  let  yon  know  it. 

A  long  vacation. — Law  lies  asleep,  and  bad  weather. 
How  do  you  wear  away  the  timef  Is  it  among  the 
groves  and  fields  of  your  country-seat,  or  among  your 
cousins  in  town ;  or  thinking  in  a  train  that  will  be 
sure  to  vex  yon ;  and  then  reaping,  and  forming  teasing 
condnsions  from  mistaken  thoogntst  The  bnt  com- 
panion for  you  is  a  philosopher,  whom  you  would 
regard  as  much  as  a  sermon.  1  have  read  more  trash 
since  I  left  you  than  would  fill  all  your  shelves,  and 
am  abundantly  the  better  for  it,  though  1  scarce  re- 
member a  syllable.  What  a  fooUsh  thing  is  time; 
and  how  foolish  is  man,  who  would  be  as  angry  if  time 
stopped  OS  if  it  passed.  But  I  will  not  proceed  at  this 
rate ;  for  I  am  writing  and  thinking  myself  fast  into 
the  spleen,  which  is  the  only  thing  I  would  not  com- 

flimeut  you  by  imitating.  So  adieu  till  the  next  place 
fix  in. 


TO  ROBERT  OOPE,  ESQ. 

Dublin.  October  9.  Vtn, 
I  AM  but  just  come  to  town,  and  therefore  look  upon 
myself  to  have  just  left  Loughgall,  and  that  this  is  the 
first  opportunity  I  have  of  writing  to  you. 

Strange  revolutions  since  I  left  you :  a  bishops  of  my 
old  acquaintance  in  the  Tower  for  treason,  and  a  doctor 
of  my  new  acquaintance  made  a  bishop.^  I  hope  you 
are  returned  with  success  from  your  G)nnaugfat  joiumey, 
and  that  yon  tired  yourself  more  than  you  expected  in 
t^ing  the  composs  of  your  new  land;  the  consequence 
of  which  must  oe  that  you  will  continue  needy  some 
years  longer  than  you  intended.  Your  new  bishop 
Bolton  was  bom  to  be  my  tormentor ;  he  ever  opposed 
me  as  my  subject,*  and  now  has  left  me  embroiled  for 
want  of  him.  The  government,  in  consideration  of 
the  many  flavours  they  have  shown  me,  would  fain  have 
me  give  St  Bride  s  to  some  one  of  their  hang-dogs,  that 
Dr.  Howard  may  come  into  St  Werburgh*s.  So  that 
I  must  either  disoblige  Whig  and  Tory  in  my  chapter, 
or  be  ungrateful  to  my  patrons  in  power.  When  you 
come  to  town  you  must  be  ready,  at  what  time  you 
hear  the  sound  of  tabret,  harp,  &c.,  to  worship  the 
brazen  image  set  up,  or  else  be  cost  into  a  cold  watery 
furnace ;  I  have  not  yet  seen  it,  for  it  does  not  lie  in 
my  walks,  and  I  want  curiosity.  The  wicked  Tories 
themselves  begin  now  to  believe  there  was  something 
of  a  plot ;  and  every  plot  costs  Ireland  more  than  any 
plot  can  be  worth.  The  court  has  sent  a  demand  here 
for  more  money  by  three  times  than  is  now  in  the  hands 
of  the  Treasury  and  all  the  collectors  of  this  kingdom 
put  together.  I  escaped  hanging  very  narrowly  a 
month  ago ;  for  a  letter  from  Preston  directed  to  me 
wos  opened  in  the  post-office,  and  sealed  again  in  a 
very  slovenly  manner,  when  Manley  found  it  only 
contained  a  request  from  a  poor  curate.  This  hadt 
determined  me  against  writbg  treason ;  however,  I  am 
not  certain  that  this  letter  may  not  be  interpreted  as 
comforting  his  most  excellent  majesty's  enemies,  since 
you  have  been  a  state  prisoner.  Pray  God  keep  all 
honest  men  out  of  the  hands  of  lions  and  bears,  and 
uncircumcised  Philistines!  —  I  hoped  my  brother 
Orrery**  had  loved  his  land  too  much  to  hassrd  it  on 

a  Dc  Atterbuiy,  btehop  of  Rochester,  «t  this  tiiae  ImprisoDcd 
for  hisahare  in  what  was  called  Saycr's  floL 

b  Dr.  Theophilus  Boltoc,  bithoD  of  Clonfert,  Sept.  12, 17SS ; 
and,  in  17»S.  archbishop  of  Otahell. 

c  Dr.  Boltutt  had  b««i  ohaaortlor  of  St  PlUrick*s. 

d  Charles  Uoyle,  earl  of  Orrt- ry .  an  aoeompliihed  and  literary 
character,  iuTentor  of  the  philn»ophical  instrument  to  which  he 
bequeathed  his  name,  was  about  this  time  apprehended  and 
committed  to  the  Tower  for  aomu  real  or  supposed  accesrion  to 
the  plot  which  eost  Atterbury  so  dsor. 
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revolution  principleg.  I  am  told  that  a  ladj  of  my 
ocquaiutance  was  the  discoverer  of  this  plot,  having  a 
lover  among  the  true  Whigs,  whom  she  preferred  before 
an  old  battered  husband. 

You  never  saw  anything  so  fine  as  my  new  Dublin 
plantations  of  elms ;  I  wish  you  would  come  and  visit 
them ;  and  I  am  very  strong  in  wine,  though  not  so 
liberal  of  it  as  you.    It  is  said  that  Kelly  the  parson* 
Is  admitted  to  Kelly  the  squire  -^  and  that  th^  are 
cooking  up  a  discovery  between  them  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  hempen  manufiicture.     It  is  reckoned  that 
the  best  trade  in  London  this  winter  will  be  that  of  an 
evidence.     As  much  as  I  hate  the  Tories  I  caimot  but 
pity  them  as  fools.    Some  think  likewise  that  the  pre- 
tender ought  to  have  his  choice  of  two  caps,  a  red  cap 
or  a  fool's  cap.     It  is  a  wonderful  thing  to  see  the 
Tories  provoking  his  present  majesty,  whose  clemency, 
mercy,  and  forgiving  temper  have  been  so  signal,  so 
extraordinary,  so  more  than  humane,  during  tlie  whole 
course  of  his  reign ;  which  plainly  appear*,  not  only 
from  his  own  speeches  and  declarations,  but  also  from 
a  most  ingenious  pamphlet  juat  come  over,  relating  to 
the  wicked  bishop  of  Rochester.  But  enough  of  politics. 
I  have  no  town  news;  I  have  heard  nothing.     Old 
Rochfort  has  got  a  dead  palsy.     Lady  Betty  has  been 
long  ill.     Dean  Percivale  has  answered  the  other  dean's 
journal"  in  Grub-street,  justly  taxing  him  for  avarice 
and  want  of  hospitality.      Madam  Percivale  abso- 
lutelv  denies  all  the  facts ;  insists  tliat  she  never  made 
candles  of  dripping ;  that  Charley  never  had  the  chin- 
cough,  &c. 

My  most  humble  service  to  Mrs.  Cope,  who  enter- 
tamed  that  covetous  lampooning  dean  much  better 
than  he  deserved.  Remember  me  to  honest  Nanty  and 
boy  Barclay.    Ever  yours,  &c.     Jonathan  Swift. 

TO  THE  KARL  OP  OXFORD. 
,,    -.  ,     ^  October  n.  1728. 

Mv  Lord,— I  often  receive  letters  franked  OT/ord,  but 
always  find  them  written  and  subscribed  by  your  lord- 
ship's servant  Mynett,     His  meaning  is  some  business 
of  his  own,  wherein  I  am  his  solicitor ;  but  he  makes 
his  court  by  giving  me  an  account  of  the  state  of  your 
family;  and  perpetually  adds  a  cUuse,  «*That  your 
lordship  soon  intends  to  write  to  me."    I  knew  you 
indeed  when  you  were  not  so  great  a  man  as  you  are 
now,  I  mean  when  you  were  treasurer ;  but  you  are 
grown  so  proud  since  your  retirement,  that  there  is  no 
enduring  you ;  and  you  have  reason,  for  you  never  acted 
so  difficult  a  part  of  life  before.     In  the  two  great 
scenes  of  power  and  persecution  you  have  excelled 
mankind;  and  in  this  of  retirement  you  have  most 
injuriously  forgotten  your  friends.     Poor  Prior  often 
sent  me  his  complaints  on  this  occasion ;  and  I  have 
returned  him  mine.   I  never  courted  your  acquaintance 
wlwn  you  governed  Europe,  but  you  courted  mine; 
and  now  vou  neglect  me,  when  I  use  all  my  insinua- 
tions to  keep  myself  in  your  memory.     I  am  very 
sensible  that,  next  to  receiving  thanks  and  compli- 
ments, there  is  nothing  you  more  hate  than  writtng 
letten;  but,  since  I  never  gave  you  thanks,  nor  made 
you  compliments,  I  have  so  much  more  merit  tlian  any 
of  those  thousands  whom  you  have  less  obliged,  by 
only  making  their  fortunes,  without  taking  them  into 
your  friendship,  aa  you  did  me,  whom  you  always 
countenanced  in  too  public  and  particular  a  manner  to 
be  forgotten  either  by  the  world  or  myself;  for  which 
never  man  was  more  proud  or  less  vain. 

IrUh  clrrgynun,  was  apfinheiided  aa  on  MeeMcy  to  siyiS 

.  JlSliS*^  ^^°**  '^f  "y-  *  8w>*l«n»«»  of  fortune  in  Ireland. 
aimwlOT^  „  an  active  agent  la  Atterbury's  plot  ' 

^See  the  "Country  Li^'  by  dsaa  Swfil, ?n  the  poetical 


I  have  now  been  ten  years  soliciting  for  your  pichnt: 
and  if  I  had  solicited  you  for  a  thousand  pouuds  I 
mean  of  your  money,  not  the  public)  I  could  Uti 
urevailed  in  ten  days.  You  have  given  me  nooT 
oundred  hours;  cap  you  not  now  give  me  a  coapir' 
have  my  mortifications  been  so  few,  or  are  you  »; 
rrialicioufl  to  add  a  greater  than  I  ever  yet  snfferpdl 
did  you  ever  refuse  me  anything  I  asked  you !  iftl 
will  you  now  begin?  In  my  conscience,  I  belim. 
and  by  the  whole  conduct  of  your  life  I  liave  rma 
to  believe,  that  you  are  too  poor  to  bear  the  expeiw. 
I  ever  told  you  I  was  the  richer  man  of  the  tvo :  eu 
I  am  now  richer  by  five  hundred  pounds  than  1 » 
at  the  time  when  I  was  boasting  at  your  table  of  si 
wealth,  before  I>iamoud  Pitt.* 

I  hare  hitherto  taken  up  with  a  scurvy  print  of  jci. 
under  which  I  have  placed  this  lemma : — 

^Veterea  actus  primamqac  jareotam. 

Proaequiir  ?  ad  seae  mentem  |n»se&tia  duooat. 


And  this  I  will  place  under  your  picture,  wbrntrr 
you  are  rich  enough  to  send  it  me.  I  will  only  jr^ 
xnise  in  return  that  it  shall  never  loee  you  tbe  repois* 
tion  of  poverty ;  which,  to  one  of  yonr  birth,  »itt- 
mony,  and  employments,  is  one  of  the  greatest  pxn 
of  your  life,  and  so  shall  be  celebrated  by  me. 

I  entreat  your  lordship,  if  your  leisure  and  jtw 
health  will  permit,  to  let  me  know  when  I  can  b?> 
mouth  with  you  at  Brampton  castle  :  because  1  Vm 
a  great  deal  of  business  witli  you  that  relate  to  p»- 
terity.  Mr.  Mynett  has,  for  some  time,  led  me  ^ 
uncomfortable  life,  with  his  ill  accounts  of  your  bcaltt 
but,  Qod  be  thanked,  his  style  of  late  is  mnch  alttnd 
fur  the  better. 

My  hearty  and  constant  prayers  are  pcrpetoaif 
oflered  up  for  the  preservation  of  you  and  your  ex- 
cellent family.  Pray,  my  lord,  write  tome:  cry- 
never  loved  me,  or  1  have  done  fouiething  to  dwm 
vour  displeasure.  My  lord  and  lady  Harriot,  nit 
brother  and  sister,^  pretend  to  atone  by  makinir  ^ 
fine  presents ;  but  I  would  have  his  lordship  \as% 
that  I  would  value  two  of  his  liiiea  more  than  tva<f 
his  manors,  &c. 


FROM  MR.  GAY. 
_,  ^  London,  DeounWr  n,  iTii 

Deab  Sib,— After  every  post-day,  for  thoe  ei^t  tr 
nine  years,  I  have  been  troubled  with  an  unenio^ 
of  spirit,  and  at  last  I  have  resolved  to  get  rid  of  it. 
and  write  to  you.  I  do  not  deserve  you  should  thi&l 
so  well  of  me  as  I  really  deserve ;  for  I  have  not  pr^ 
fessed  to  you  that  I  love  you  as  much  as  ever  1  did :  bjt 
you  are  the  only  person  of  my  acquaintance  ainutt  mit 
does  not  know  iL  Whomever  I  see  that  cooo  it^ 
Ireland,  tlie  first  question  I  ask  i«  after  yoor  bnlili : 
of  which  I  had  the  pleasure  to  besv  very  lately  fn« 
Mr.  Berkeley.  I  think  of  you  very  often :  &ob^} 
wishes  you  better,  or  longs  more  to  see  you.  l^* 
Disney,  who  knows  more  news  than  any  msn  aiivt 
told  me  I  should  certainly  meet  you  at  the  Both  thit 
season :  but  I  had  one  comfort  in  being  diaappoini<^ 
that  you  did  not  want  it  for  your  health.  I  w«  i^ 
for  near  eleven  weeks  for  a  colic  that  I  hare  ixrt* 
often  troubled  with  of  late;  but  have  not  ibond  Jl 
the  benefit  I  expected. 

I  lodge  at  present  in  Burlington-house,  and  hm 
received  many  civilities  from  many  gnat  men.  1^ 
very  few  real  benefits.  They  wonder  at  each  other  U 
not  providing  for  me :  and  I  wonder  at  than  «!>• 
Experience  boa  given  me  some  knowledge  of  then : 

a  Thomaa  Pitt,  eoq.,  who  amaaaed  gnat  rlchea  ai  eorassr  «r 
Fort  St.  GcofgB.  in  tbe  Eaat  Indies. 

b  The  member*  of  the  Club  of  Sizlwn  all  alM  tmt  uwt-Vr 
brothera.  and  oonaequently  their  wiv«M  were  siaten  i>  ^ 
■evnal  members.    This  haa  beflne  been  notieed. 
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I.)  that  I  can  lay  that  it  if  not  in  their  power  to  dts- 
tppniiiit  me.  You  find  I  talk  to  you  of  myself:  I 
with  yoo  would  reply  in  the  same  manner.  I  hope, 
though  yon  have  not  heard  of  me  so  long,  I  hare  not 
lost  tny  credit  with  you ;  but  that  you  will  think  of 
me  m  the  lame  manner  as  when  you  espoused  my 
cause  90  warmly,  which  my  gratitude  never  can  forget. 
I  am,  dear  sir,  your  most  obliged  and  sincere  [humble 
•efrant,  J.  Gat. 

VS.  Mr.  Pope,  upon  reading  over  this  letter,  desired 
me  to  tell  you  that  he  has  been  just  in  the  same 
ipntiroents  with  me  in  regard  to  you,  and  shall 
uever  forget  his  obligations  to  you. 


TO  DR.  SHERIDAN. 

Dublin.  December  8».  1783. 

niHTcarewe,  whether  you  swim  or  sink  f    Is  this 

a  time  to  talk  of  boats,  or  a  time  to  sail  in  them,  when 

i  am  ibudderiog  f  or  a  time  to  build  boat-houses,  or 

V^y  for  carriage  f    No ;  but  toward  summer  I  promise 

oenbj  under  my  hand  to  subscribe' a  (guinea")  shil- 

ihig  for  one:  or,  if  you  please  me,  what  is  blotted  out, 

or  aomething  thereabouts,  and  the  ladies  shall  subscribe 

three  fhirteeus  between  them,  and  Mrs.  Brent  a  penny, 

aiid  Robert  and   Archy  halfpence  a>piece,  and   the 

ulii  man  and  woman  a  farthing  each ;  in  short  I  will 

he  your  collector,  and  we  will  send  it  down  full  of 

vine,  a  fortnight  before  we  [go  at  Whitsuntide.     You 

will  make  eight  thousand  blunders  in  your  planting, 

u»l  who  can  help  it  ?  for  I  caimot  be  with  you.     My 

^entt  eat  hay  and  I  hold  my  visitation  on  January  7, 

juit  ill  the  midst  of  Christmas.     Mrs.  Brent  is  angry, 

•ujd  swears  as  much  as  a  fanatic  can  do  that  she  will 

wUcribe  sixpence  to  your  boat Well,  I  shall  be 

t  countryman  when  you  are  not ;  we  are  now  at  Mr. 
Fvifo'a  with  Dan  and  Sam ;  and  I  steal  out  while 
they  are  at  cards,  like  a  lover  writing  to  his  mistress. — 
We  have  no  news  in  our  town.  The  ladies  have  left 
III  to-day,  and  1  promised  them  that  you  would  carry 
four  club  to  Arsellagh  when  you  are  weary  of  one 
mother.  You  express  your  happiness  with  grief  in 
jnt  hand  and  sorrow  on  the  other.  What  fowl  have 
iruu  bat  the  weepf  what  hares  but  Mrs.  Macfadens 
^j  hairs  t  what  peas  but  your  own  ?  Your  mutton 
inii  your  weather  are  both  very  bad,  and  so  is  your 
*rther  mutton.  Wild  fowl  is  what  we  like. — How 
•>n  this  letter  get  to  youf — A  fortnight  good  from 
hid  morning  you  will  find  Quilca  not  the  thing  it 
r<u  last  August;  nobody  to  relish  the  lake;  nobody 
0  ride  over  the  downs ;  no  trout  to  be  cauglit ;  no 
lining  over  a  well ;  no  night  heroics,  no  morning 
pic<;  no  stolen  hour  when  the  wife  is  gone ;  no  crea- 
ur^  to  call  you  names.  Poor  miserable  Master  Sheri- 
^ti!  No  blind  harpers  !  no  journeys  to  Rantavan! 
^it«wer  all  this,  and  oe  my  Magnus  ApoUo,  We  have 
^^  plays  and  new  libels,  and  nothing  valuable  is  old 
»<  Stell^  whose  bones  she  recommends  to  you. 
)^n  desires  to  know  whether  you  SdW  the  advertise- 
ment ut  your  being  robbed— and  so  I  conclude, 

Yours,  &c.  T. 


TO  MR.  OAY. 

Dublin.  Jaanary  8. 1793. 
oniNo  home  after  a  short  Christmas  ramble,  I  found 
letter  upon  my  table,  and  little  expected  when  I 
[riKPil  it  to  read  your  name  at  the  bottom.  The  best 
j«i  i^reatest  part  of  my  life,  until  these  last  eight  years, 
«|M>ut  in  Kugland ;  there  I  made  my  friendships,  and 
*re  I  left  my  desires.  I  am  condemned  for  ever  to 
iother  country ;  what  is  in  prudence  to  be  done  f  I 
link  to  be  ubiUtaque  mewnan,  obUvitcendyt  €t  iUU. 
•hat  can  be  tbe  design  of  your  letter  but  malice,  to 

•  Th«  word  ipalatfs  is  struck  throngh  wUh  a  pea  in  the  copy. 
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wake  me  out  of  a  scurvy  sleeps  which,  however,  is 
better  than  none?  I  am  towards  nine  years  older 
since  I  left  you,  yet  that  is  the  least  of  my  alterations; 
my  business,  my  diversions,  my  conversations,  are  all 
entirely  changed  for  the  worse,  and  so  are  my  studies 
and  i my  amusements  in  writing;  yet  after  all,  this 
humdrum  way  of  life  might  fcw  passable  enough  if 
yon  would  let  me  alone.  I  shdl  not  be  able  to  relish 
my  wine,  my  parsons^  my  horses,  nor  my  garden,  for 
three  months,  until  the  spirit  you  have  raised  shall  be 
dispossessed.  I  have  sometimes  wondered  that  I  have 
not  visited  you,  but  I  have  been  stepped  by  too  many 
reasons  besides  yean  and  lasiness,  and  yet  these  ar^ 
very  good  ones.  Upon  my  letum,  after  half  a  year 
among  you,  there  wwdd  be  to  me  duiderio  tuc  yttier 
ntc  rnodm,  I  was  three  years  reconciling  mysdf  to 
the  scene,  and  the  business  to  which  fortune  had  con- 
demned me,  and  stupidity  was  what  I  had  recourse 
to.  Besides,  what  a  figure  sliould  I  make  in  London, 
while  my  friends  are  in  poverty,  exile,  distress,  or  im- 

rlsonmeut,  and  my  enemies  with  rods  of  iron  f  Yet 
often  threatened  myself  with  the  journey  and  am 
every  summer  practising  to  ride  and  get  heuth  to  bear 
it :  the  only  inconvenience  is  that  I  grow  old  in  the 
experiment  Although  I  care  not  to  talk  to  you  as  a 
divine,  yet  I  hope  you  have  not  been  author'  of  your 
colic :  do  you  dnnk  bad  wine  or  keep  bad  company  f 
Are  you  not  as  many  years  older  as  I  f  It  will  not  be 
always  et  tibi  quot  mihi  dempttrit  apponet  anttot,  I  am 
heartily  sorry  you  have  any  dealings  with  that  ugly 
distemper,  and  I  believe  our  fnend  Arbuthnot  will  re- 
commend you  to  temperance  and  exercise.  I  wish 
they  could  have  as  good  an  effect  upon  the  giddiness 
I  am  subject  to,  and  which  this  moment  I  am  not  free 
from.  I  should  have  been  glad  if  you  had  lengthened 
your  letter  by  telling  me  the  present  condition  of 
nuny  of  my  old  acquaintance,  Congreve,  Arbuthnot, 
Lewis,  &c.,  but  you  mention  only  Mr.  Pope,  who  I 
believe  is  lazy,  or  else  he  might  have  aimed  three 
lines  of  his  own.  I  am  extremely  glad  he  is  not  in 
your  case  of  needing  great  men's  &vour,  and  could 
heartily  wish  that  you  were  in  his.  I  have  been  con- 
sidering why  poets  have  such  ill  success  in  making 
their  court,  smce  they  are  allowed  to  be  the  greatest 
and  best  of  all  flatterers :  the  defect  is,  that  they  flatter 
only  in  print  or  in  writing,  but  not  by  word  of  mouth  : 
thev  will  give  things  under  their  hand  which  they 
make  a  conscience  of  speaking.  Besides,  they  are  too 
libertine  to  haunt  antechambers,  too  poor  to  bribe  por- 
ters and  footmen,  and  too  proud  to  cringe  to  second- 
hand favourites  in  a  great  family.  Tell  me,  are  yon 
not  under  original  sin  by  the  dedication  of  your 
eclogues  to  lord  Bolingbroke?  I  am  an  ill  judge  at 
this  distance;  and  besides,  am  for  my  ease  utterly 
ignorant  of  the  commonest  things  that  pass  in  the 
world ;  but  if  all  courts  have  a  sameness  m  them,  (as 
the  parsons  phrase  it,)  things  may  be  as  they  were  in 
my  time,  when  all  employments  went  to  parliament- 
roen*s  friends  who  had  been  useful  in  elections,  and 
there  was  always  a  huge  list  of  names  in  arrears  at  the 
treasury  which  would  at  least  take  up  your  seven 
3rearB'  expedient  to  discharge  even  one  half.  I  am  of 
opinion,  if  you  will  not  he  offended,  that  the  surest 
course  would  be,  to  get  your  friend  who  lodReth  in 
your  house  to  recommend  you  to  the  next  chief  go- 
vernor who  comes  over  here  for  a  good  civil  employ- 
ment, or  to  be  one  of  his  secretaries,  which  your  par- 
liament-men are  fond  enough  of  when  there  is  no 
room  at  home.  The  wine  is  good  and  reasonable ;  you 
may  dine  twice  a-week  at  the  deanery -house ,  there  is 
a  set  of  company  in  this  town  sufficient  for  one  man ; 
folks  will  admire  you  because  they  have  read  you 
and  read  of  you ;  and  a  good  employment  will  make 
you  live  tolerably  in  Loudon,  or  sumptuously  here,  or, 
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if  you  diride  between  both  placet,  it  will  be  for  your 
health. 

I  wi«h  I  could  do  more  than  say  I  love  you.  I  left 
you  in  a  good  way  both  for  the  late  court  and  the  tuc> 
eeman ;  and,  by  the  force  of  too  much  honetty  or  too 
little  sublunary  wisdom,  you  fell  between  two  stools. 
Take  care  of  your  health  and  money ;  be  less  modest 
and  more  active ;  or  else  turn  parson  and  get  a  bishop- 
ric here.  Would  to  God  they  would  send  ua  as  good 
ones  from  your  side  I    I  am  ever,  &c. 

Jonathan  Swipt. 


FROM  MR  POPE. 

Juiiurv  IS.  1783. 
I  FIND  a  rebuke  in  a  letter  of  yours  that  both  stings 
and  pleases  me  extremely.  Your  saying  that  I  ought 
to  have  writ  a  postscript  to  my  friend  Gay's  makes  me 
not  content  to  write  less  than  a  whole  letter ;  and  your 
seeming  to  take  his  kindly  gives  me  hopes  you  will 
look  upon  this  as  a  sincere  effect  of  friendship.  In- 
deed, as  I  cannot  but  own  the  laziness  with  which  you 
tax  me,  and  with  which  I  may  equally  charge  you, 
for  both  of  us  have  had  (and  one  of  us  has  both  had 
and  given")  a  surfeit  of  writing;  so  I  really  thought 
you  would  know  yourself  to  be  so  certainly  entitled  to 
my  friendship  that  it  was  a  possession  you  could  not 
imagiite  stoou  in  need  of  any  further  deeds  or  writings 
to  assure  you  of  it. 

Whatever  you  seem  to  think  of  your  withdrawn 
and  separate  state  at  this  distance,  and  in  this  absence, 
dean  Swift  still  lives  in  England,  in  every  place  and 
company  where  he  would  choose  to  live ;  and  I  find 
him  in  all  the  conversations  I  keep,  and  in  all  the 
hearts  in  which  I  desire  any  share. 

We  have  never  met  these  many  years  without  men- 
tion of  you.  Besides  my  old  acquaintance,  I  have 
found  that  all  my  friends  of  a  later  date  are  such 
as  were  yours  before;  lord  Oxford,  lord  Har- 
court,  and  lord  Harley  may  look  upon  me  ai  one 
entailed  upon  them  by  yOu;**  lord  Bolingbroke  is 
now  retunied  (as  I  hope)  to  take  me,  with  all  his 
other  hereditary  rights;  and,  indeed,  he  seems 
grown  so  much  a  philosopher  as  to  set  his  heart 
upon  some  of  them  as  little  as  upon  the  poet  you  gave 
htm.  It  is  surely  my  ill  fate  tnat  all  those  I  most 
loved,  and  with  whom  I  most  lived,  must  be  banished. 
After  both  of  you  left  England  my  constant  host  was 
the  bishop  of  Rochester  fDr.  Atterbury].  Sure  this 
is  a  nation  that  is  cursedly  afraid  of  being  overrun 
with  too  much  politeness,  and  cannot  regain  one  great 
genius  but  at  the  expense  of  another.*^  I  tremble  for 
my  lord  Peterborow,  whom  I  now  lodge  with ;  he  has 
too  much  wit,  as  well  as  courage,  to  make  a  solid  general : 
and,  if  he  escapes  being  banished  by  others^  I  fear  he 
will  banish  himself.  This  leads  me  to  give  you  some 
account  of  the  manner  of  my  life  and  conversation, 
which  has  been  inOnitely  more  varioui  and  dissipated 
than  when  you  knew  me  and  cared  for  me ;  and  among 
all  sexes,  parties,  and  professions,  A  glut  of  study  and 
retirement  in  the  first  part  of  my  life  cast  me  into 
this  i  and  this  I  begin  to  see  will  throw  me  into  study 
and  retirement. 

The  civilities  I  have  met  with  from  opposite  sets  of 
people  have  hindered  me  from  being  violent  or  sour  to 
any  party ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  the  observations  and 
experiences  I  cannot  but  have  collected  have  made 
roe  less  fond  of  and  less  surprised  at  any :  I  am 
therefore  the  more  afflicted  and  the  more  angry  at  the 
violences  and  hardships  I  see  practised  by  either.  The 
merry  vein  you  knew  me  in  is  sunk  into  a  turn  of  re- 

a  Allndinff  to  bin  largv  work  on  Homer, 
b  Thb  shows  to  whom  Pope  wu  indebted  flbr  his  introdaetion 
to  lords  Oxford,  Harooiut,  and  BaUngbroke. 
0  The  bishop  of  Rochester  thoaght  this  to  be  indeed  the  cue. 


flection  that  baa  made  the  world  pretty  indiffeicnt  to 
me ;  and  yet  I  have  acquired  a  quietness  of  miiMi. 
which  by  fits  improves  into  a  certain  degree  of  cbw- 
fuhiesB,  enough  to  make  me  just  so  good-humoiutd  u 
to  wiah  that  world  well.  My  frieodsbim  are  inciesff) 
by  new  ones,  yet  no  part  of  the  warmm  I  felt  for  tu 
old  is  diminished.  Aversions  I  have  none,  but  i' 
knaves,  (for  fooU  I  have  learned  to  bear  with,)  «ul 
such  I  cannot  be  commonly  civil  to,  for  I  think  thm 
men  are  next  to  knaves  who  converse  with  titem.  Tu 
greatest  man  in  power  of  this  sort  shall  hardly  msk<  m 
bow  to  him,  unless  I  had  a  personal  obligation,  wi 
that  I  will  take  care  not  to  have.  The  top  pleawR  i> 
my  life  is  one  I  learned  finom  you,  both  bow  to  gaiu  aid 
how  to  use  the  freedom  of  friendship  with  men  macfa 
my  superiors.  To  have  pleased  great  men,  accortlifii 
to  Horace,  is  a  praise  •,  but  not  to  have  flattered  tlxn. 
and  yet  not  have  displeased  them,  is  a  greater.  I  bn 
carefully  avoided  alt  intercourse  with  poets  and  icnb- 
biers,  unless  where,  by  great  chance,  I  have  foond  i 
modest  one.  By  &ese  means  I  have  had  no  quamb  w\t 
any  personally ;  none  have  been  enemies  bat  vbo  vfr 
also  strangers  to  me ;  and,  as  there  ia  no  great  nctd  f  < 
an  ^claircissement  with  such,  whatever  they  writ  or  <a)d 
I  never  retaliated,  not  only  never  seeming  to  knov,  W< 
often  really  never  knowing,  anything  oif  the  matter 
There  are  very  fisw  things  that  giv«  me  the  anxiet?  J 
a  wish  :  the  strangest  I  have  would  be,  to  pan  i^! 
days  with  you  and  a  few  such  as  you :  but  fate  bv 
dispersed  them  all  about  the  world ;  and  I  find  to  vi^ 
it  18  as  vain  as  to  wish  to  see  the  miUenium  snd  ik 
kingdom  of  the  jtist  upon  earth. 

If  I  have  sinned  in  my  long  iilenoe,  consider  thnr 
is  one  to  whom  you  yourself  have  been  as  great  s  i>> 
ner.  As  soon  ai  you  see  his  hand  you  wiU  lesni  tr 
do  me  justice  and  feel  in  your  heart  how  long  a  mis 
may  be  silent  to  those  he  truly  loves  and  respecti' 


TO  THE  DUKE  OP  ORAFTON. 

Dublin.  January  H  i:a. 
Mv  LoBD, — I  received  lately  from  the  dean  of  Do'fJ* 
a  favourable  message  from  your  grace  relating  to  i 
clergyman  who  married  my  dear  relation,  and  «b(« 
estate  is  much  encumbered  by  a  long  suit  at  lav-  ' 
return  my  most  humble  acknowledgmcnU  i* 
your  gmce*s  favourable  answer.  I  can  assure  jvs 
grace  that,  in  those  times  when  I  was  tfaongbt  to  hv- 
some  credit  with  persons  in  power,  I  never  used  it  i* 
my  own  interest,  and  very  rarely  for  that  of  t/hm, 
unless  where  it  was  for  the  public  advantage :  wf^ 
shall  I  ever  be  a  troublesome  or  common  petiticmr '•> 
your  grace.  I  am  sorry  the  archbishop  of  IhUit 
[Dr.  William  King]  should  interpose  in  petty  w^ 
ters,  when  he  has  justly  so  much  weight  in  tlun^  </ 
greater  moment  How  shall  we,  the  hmnblert  of  y^at 
addressers,  make  our  way  to  the  smallest  maik  of  r^ 
fkvourf  I  desired  your  secretary,  Mr.  Hopkins,  ^«iK>> 
I  have  long  known,)  to  dead  maiuly  with  me  ai  vtt^ 
a  man  forgotten  and  out  of  the  world,  and  if  j^ 
thought  my  request  unreasonable  I  would  drop  >'" 
This  he  failed  to  do:  and  therefore  I  here  ctmplsn 
of  him  to  your  grace,  and  will  do  so  to  himselA  ^ 
cause  I  have  long  done  with  court  answeiL 

I  heartily  wish  your  grace  AiU  soeoesi  in  all  j<Kt 
great  and  good  endeavours  for  the  seirice  of  f^ 
country,  and  particularly  of  this  kingdom ;  sad  tsi 
with  the  greatest  respect,  my  lord,  your  graee'i  "s* 
obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

JosTATRAN  SnrT. 

FROM  MB.  GAY. 

LoiidoB«  Fetnaiy  >.  t^*. 
You  made  me  happy  in  answering  my  hut  l<ttir  m 
so  kind  a  manner^  which  to  common  appasnoce  I 
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did  not  deKnre ;    bat   I    believe    you  guened  my 

thmu^htf,  aixl  knew  that  I  had  not  forgot  you,  and 

that  I  alwayi  loved  you.     When   I  found  that  my 

hook  wu  not  tent  to  you  by  Tooke,  Jervas  undertook 

it  and  gave  it  to  Mr.  Mazwellf  who  married  a  niece  of 

Mr.  Mocditire.  I  am  lurpriied  you  have  heard  nothing 

of  it,  but  Jervai  baa  promieed  me  to  write  about  it, 

so  tittt  I  hope  you  will  have  it  delivered  to  you  toon. 

Mr.  Congreve  I  Me  often  :    he  always  mentions  you 

vith  the  strongest  expressions  of  esteem  and  friendship. 

Hf  lahouit  still  under  the  same  afflictions  as  to  his 

si?ht  and  gout ;  but  in  his  intervals  of  health  he  has 

bof  lost  anything  of  his  cheerful  temper.     I  passed  all 

the  last  season  with  him  at  the  Rath,  and  I  have  great 

naion  to  valoe  myself  upon  his  friendship,  for  I  am 

•urv  be  tiacetely  wishes  me  well.     We  pleased  our* 

wires  with  the  thoughts  of  seeing  you  there  ;  but  duke 

\)\n»jf  who  knows  more  intelligence  than  anybody 

bnides,  chanced  to  give  us  a  wrong  information.      If 

yoo  had  been  there,  the  duke  promised,  upon  my  giv- 

ittiT  him  notice,  to  make  you  a  visit.    He  often  talka 

ofjoQ  and  wishes  to  see  you. 

I  was  two  or  three  days  ago  at  Dr.  Arbuthnot's,  who 
tuM  tne  he  had  writtai  you  three  letters,  but  had  re> 
ceiftd  00  answer.  He  charged  me  to  send  you  his 
adrice,  which  is,  to  come  to  England  and  see  your 
ftufndt.  Tliis  he  affirms  (abstracted  from  the  desire  he 
^  to  tee  you)  to  be  very  good  for  your  health.  He 
thinks  that  your  going  to  Spa  and  drinking  the  waters 
there  would  be  of  great  service  to  you,  if  you  have 
m«>lurion  enough  to  take  the  journey.  Rut  he  would 
hsie  you  try  England  first.  I  like « the  prescription 
I'ny  mach,  but  I  own  I  have  a  self-interest  in  it ;  for 
jDur  taking  this  jouniey  would  certainly  do  me  a  great 
^  of  good.  Pope  has  just  now  embarked  himself 
in  another  great  undertaking  as  an  author ;  for  of  late 
lie  has  talked  only  as  a  ^udener.  He  has  engaged 
to  transUte  the  Odyssey  in  three  years,  I  believe  rather 
>at  of  a  prospect  of  gain  than  inclination ;  for  I  am 
■Tsuadcd  he  oore  his  part  in  the  loss  of  the  South  Sea. 
^  lires  mostly  at  Twickenham,  and  amuses  himself 
a  hi«  house  and  garden.  I  supped  about  a  fortnight 
«»  with  lord  Rathurst  and  Lewis  at  Dr.  Arbuthnot  s. 
K  hrnever  your  old  acquaintance  meet  they  never  fail 
^  expressing  their  want  of  you.  I  wish  you  would 
ome  and  be  convinced  that  all  I  tell  you  is  true. 
A«  for  the  reigning  amusement  of  the  town,  it  is 
itttrely  music;  real  fiddles,  bass-viols,  and  hautboys; 
kH  (loetical  harps,  lyres,  and  reeds.  There's  nobody 
Uowed  to  say,  I  sing,  but  an  eunuch  or  an  Italian 
^nnan.  Everybody  is  grown  now  as  great  a  judge  of 
lusic  as  they  were  in  your  time  of  poetry ;  and  folks, 
i»x  could  not  distinguish  one  tune  from  another,  now 
A'ly  dispute  about  the  diflerent  styles  of  Handel, 
^M>ticini,  and  Attilio.  People  have  now  forgot  Homer, 
tid  Virgil,  and  Caesar;  or  at  least  they  have  lost 
^•r  tanks.  For,  in  Jjondon  and  Westminster,  in  all 
^I'te  coiiveiaations,  Seuesino  is  daily  voted  to  be  the 
rtatfst  man  that  ever  lived. 

1  401  obliged  to  you  for  your  advice,  as  I  luive  been 
'"o«'ly  f<ir  your  assistance  in  introducing  me  into 
it«ii>flBB.  I  shall  this  year  be  a  commissitmer  of  tlie 
•itr  lottery,  which  will  be  worth  to  me  150/.  And 
am  not  without  hopes  that  I  have  friends  that  will 
liuk  of  aomc  better  and  more  certain  provision  for  me. 
oa  see  I  talk  to  you  of  myself  as  a  thing  of  conse- 
i«»ce  to  you«  1  judge  by  myself;  for  to  hear  of 
'ur  health  and  happiness  will  always  be  one  of  my 
^(^  satiafiKtions.  Every  one  that  I  have  named 
the  letter  give  their  service  to  you.  I  beg  you  to 
"'  mine,  Mr.  Pope's,  and  Mr.  Kent's*  to  Mr.  Ford. 
am,  dear  sir,  your  most  faithful  and  most  humble 
"rant,  J.  Gay. 

•  A  oelsbrated  gairdeaer. 


P.S.  My  paper  was  so  thin  that  I  waa  forced  to  maka 
use  of  a  cover.  I  do  not  require  the  like  civility  in 
return* 


TO  THE  REV.  BfR  WALLI8. 

Dublin,  Pebnianr  19»  171S. 
Sir, — I  would  have  been  at  Laracor  and  Atnboy  before 
now,  if  an  ugly  depending  chapter  buaineas  had  not 
tied  me  here.  There  is  a  long  difficulty,  that  eoooenis 
the  government,  the  archbishop,  die  chapter,  the  dem. 
Dr.  Howard,  and  Robin  Grattan;  ana  I  know  not 
whether  it  will  be  determined  in  a  month.  All  my 
design  is,  to  do  a  job  for  Robert  Grattan ;  but  the  rest 
have  their  different  schemes  and  politics,  too  deep  and 
too  contemptible  for  me  to  trouble  myself  about  diem. 
Meantime  you  grow  negligent,  and  the  improvementa 
at  Laracor  are  forgotten.  I  beg  you  will  slop  there 
for  a  day  or  two,  and  do  what  is  necessary  now  before 
the  season  is  too  late ;  and  I  will  come  when  this  affair 
is  over,  and  bring  down  wine  (which  will  not  be  ready 
till  then,  for  it  is  but  just  bottled) ;  and  we  will  be 
merry  at  your  house  and  my  cottage. 

I  sent  your  memorial,  drawn  up  by  myeelf,  with  my 
opinion  upon  it,  and  a  letter  to  Dr.  Kearney,  to  re- 
commend it  to  the  primate.  I  likewise  desired  Mr. 
Morgan  to  second  it  1  have  in  vain  hitherto  sought 
Dr.  Kearney,  but  shall  find  him  soon ;  and  I  intend  to 
engage  Dr.  Worth  and  Mr.  Cross^  and  probably  all 
may  come  to  nothing  Std  quid  twtmrt  nootbit  t 

The  ladies  are  as  usually — ^Mrs.  Johnson  eats  an 
ounce  a-week,  which  frights  me  from  dining  widi  her. 
My  crew  has  dnmk  near  three  hogsheads  since  I  came 
to  town,  and  we  must  take  up  with  new  when  I  come 
down.  I  suppose  you  are  in  the  midst  of  spleen  and 
justice.  I  have  often  an  ill  head,  and  am  so  un. 
fortunate  as  to  pick  out  rainy  days  to  ride  in.  What 
is  it  to  you  that  old  Plroby  the  painter  is  deadt  I 
am  ever  youia^  JoNATHAit  Swirr. 

TO  ARCHBISHOP  KINO. 

Deuiery-ho»ae/Feljruary  89, 1783. 
My  Lobd, — Mr.  Chetwode*  intends  to  deliver  in  a 
petition  to  the  government  to-day,  and  entreated  me  to 
speak  to  your  grace  before  he  delivered  it,  which  not 
having  an  opportunity  to  do,  I  make  bold  to  enclose 
this  letter,  which  your  grace  may  please  to  read,  and 
is  the  substance  of  what  he  desired  me  to  say.  I  am, 
my  lord,  with  the  greatest  respect,  your  grace's  must 
dutiful,  and  most  humble  servant, 

Jonathan  Swift. 


TO  ROBERT  OOPE,  ESQ. 

DubUu.  May  11. 171S.  _ 
I  PUT  up  your  letter  so  very  safe,  that  1  was  half  an 
hour  looking  for  it  I  did  not  receive  it  till  a  few 
days  before  1  came  to  town ;  tor  I  often  changed  stages, 
and  my  last  as  well  as  my  first  was  at  Wood- park 
with  Mr.  Ford.  This  is  die  first  minute  of  leisure 
I  have  had  to  answer  you,  which  I  did  not  intend  to 
do  till  I  heard  you  were  come  and  gone  from  hence 
like  a  sprite.  I  will  tell  you  that  for  some  years  I 
have  intended  a  southern  journey,  and  this  summer  ii 
fixed  for  it,  and  1  hope  to  set  out  in  ten  days.  I 
never  was  in  those  parts,  nor  am  acquainted  with  one 
christian  among  them,  se  that  I  shall  be  little  more 
than  a  passenger ;  from  thence  I  go  to  the  bishop  of 
Clonfert  [Dr.  Theophilus  Bolton],  who  expects  mc^ 
and  pretends  to  be  prepared  lor  me.  You  need  not 
take  so  much  pains  to  invite  me  to  Loughgall.  I  am 
grown  so  peevish  that  1  can  bear  no  other  country 
place  in   this  kingdom;    I  quarrel  everywhere  else, 

*  Knightly  CMwode.  esq.,  who  had  very  good  ptslsasloas 
to  sa  Engliin  peerage. 
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and  sour  the  people  I  go  to  as  well  as  myself.  I  will 
put  the  greatest  compliment  on  you  that  ever  I  made; 
which  is,  to  profess  sincerely  that  I  never  found  any- 
thing wrong  in  your  house,  and  that  you  alone  of  all 
my  Irish  acquaintance  have  found  out  the  secret  of 
loving  your  lady  and  children  with  some  reserve  of 
love  for  your  fnends,  and,  which  is  more,  without 
being  troublesome ;  and  Mrs.  Cope,  I  think,  excels 
even  you,  at  least  you  have  made  me  think  so,  and  I 
beg  you  will  deceive  me  as  long  as  I  live.  The  wont 
of  it  is,  that  if  you  grow  weary  of  me  (and  I  woiider 
why  you  do  not)  1  have  no  other  retreat  The  neigh* 
hours  you  mention  may  be  valuable,  but  I  never  want 
them  at  your  house ;  and  I  love  the  very  spleen  of  you 
and  Mrs.  Cope  better  than  the  mirth  of  any  otheit 
you  can  help  me  to ;  it  is  indeed  one  additional  good 
circumstance  that  Tisdall  will  be  absent.  I  am  sorry 
to  say  so  of  an  old  acquaintance ;  I  would  pity  aU 
infirmities  diat  years  bring  on,  except  envy  and  loss  of 
good  nature;  the  loss  of  the  latter  I  cannot  pardon 
in  any  one  but  myself.  My  most  humble  service  to 
Mrs.  Cope;  and  pray  God  bless  your  fire- side!  It 
will  spare  Dr.  Jinny*  the  trouble  of  a  letter  if  he 
knows  from  you  in  a  few  days  that  I  intend  in  a  week 
from  your  receiving  Uiis  to  begin  my  journey ;  for  he 

E remised  to  be  my  companion.  It  is  probable  I  may 
B  at  Clonfert  by  the  beginning  of  July. — It  is  abomin- 
able that  you  will  get  me  none  of  Priors  guineas. — 
If  you  want  news,  seek  other  correspondents.  Mr. 
Ford  is  heartily  weary  of  us  for  want  of  company. 
He  is  a  tavern  man,  and  few  here  go  to  taverns,  except 
such  as  will  not  pass  with  him ;  and,  what  is  worse, 
as  much  as  he  has  travelled,  he  cannot  ride.  He  will 
be  undone  when  I  am  gone  away ;  yet  he  does  not 
think  it  convenient  to  be  in  London  during  these 
honeful  times.  I  have  been  four  hours  at  a  commission 
to  near  the  passing  of  accounts,  and  thought  I  should 
not  have  spirits  left  to  begin  a  letter ;  but  I  find  myself 
refreshed  with  writing  to  you.  Adieu,  and  do  me  the 
justice  to  believe  that  no  man  loves  and  esteems  you 
more  than  yours,  &c. 

TO  ROBERT  OOPE.  ESQ. 

June  1,  1783. 
I  WROTE  to  you  three  weeks  ago :  perhaps  my  letter 
miscarrietl :  I  desired  you  would  let  Dr.  Jinny  know 
that  I  intended  my  journey  in  ten  days  after  my  letter 
would  reach  you  ;  and  I  stayed  five  or  six  more,  and 
do  now  leave  this  town  on  Monday,  and  take  a  long 
southeni  journey,  and  in  five  pr  six  weeks  hope  to  get 
to  the  bishop  of  Clonfert's.  My  letter  to  you  was  very 
long,  and  fidl  of  civilities  to  you  and  Mrs.  Cope,  and 
it  is  a  pity  it  should  be  lost.  I  go  where  I  was  never 
before,  without  one  companion,  and  among  people 
where  I  know  no  creature ;  and  all  this  is  to  get  a 
little  exercise,  for  curing  an  ill  head.  Pray  reproach 
Dr.  Jinny  soundly,  if  you  received  my  letter,  and  sent 
my  message ;  for  I  know  not  where  to  direct  to  him, 
but  thought  you  might  hear  of  him  once  a-week. 
Your  friend  Ford  keeps  still  in  Ireland,  and  passes 
the  summer  at  his  country-house  with  two  sober  ladies 
of  his  and  my  acquaintance.  If  there  be  time  after 
my  being  at  Clonfert,  I  will  call  at  Lougligall ;  though 
I  wish  you  would  come  to  the  bishop's  if  Mrs.  Cope 
will  give  you  leave.  It  seems  thejr  are  resolved  to 
find  out  plots  here  when  the  parliament  meets,  in 
imitation  of  England  ;  and  the  chief-justice  and  post- 
master are  gone  on  purpose  to  bring  them  over,  and 
they  will  raise  50.000/.  on  the  papists  here.  The 
bishop  of  Meath**  says,  **  The  bishop  of  Rochester  was 
always  a  silly  fellow." 

•  A  clpivymMi  in  the  neighbourhood. 

^  Dr.  John  Erant,  with  whom  Swift  had  so  many  disputes 
respecting  attendaooe  at  his  vlritations. 


I  wish  you  many  merry  meetings  with  Tisdill.  Tlie 
graziers  will  be  ruined  ibis  year.  Praised  be  God 
for  all  things!  Bermudas*  goes  low.  The  walk  towanl 
the  bishop  of  Clonfert's  is  full  of  giasi.  The  collf^ 
and  I  are  fallen  out  about  a  guinea.  We  have  sow 
hangings,  but  few  weddings.  The  next  nacket  will 
bring  us  word  of  the  king  and  bishop  of  Rocheitff> 
leaving  England ;  a  good  journey  and  speedy  ntm 
to  one  and  the  other  u  an  honest  Whig  wish.  Aod 
so  I  remain  ever  entirely  yours,  &c. 


FROM  LORD  BOUNOBROKB. 

I  AM  not  so  lazy  as  Pope,  and  therefore  you  must  net 
expect  from  me  the  same  indulgence  to  lazioea:  in 
defending  his  own  cause  he  pleads  yours,  and  beroon 
your  advocate  while  he  appeals  to  you  as  his  jud|r  • 
you  will  do  the  same  on  your  part ;  and  I,  bik)  tbr 
rest  of  your  common  friends,  shall  have  great  jnitin 
to  expect  from  two  such  righteous  tribunali:  ▼« 
resemble  perfectly  the  two  alehouse-keepen  in  HoUwl 
who  were  at  the  same  time  burgomasters  of  the  ton, 
and  taxed  one  another*s  bills  alternately.  I  ^t^^ 
beforehand  I  will  not  stand  to  the  award ;  mr  title  to 
your  friendship  is  good,  and  wants  neither  deedi  not 
writings  to  confirm  it;  but  annual  acknowledgnmt) 
at  least  are  necessary  to  preserve  if :  and  I  begin  to 
suspect,  by  your  defrauding  me  of  &em,  thst  jfn 
hope  in  time  to  dispute  it,  and  to  urge  pieicnpt:an 
against  me.  I  would  not  say  one  word  h>  yoQ  slva' 
myself  (since  it  is  a  subject  on  which  you  appf*'  ^^ 
have  no  curiosity)  were  it  not  to  try  how  fcr  the  oo- 
trast  between  Pope's  fortune  and  nuuiner  of  lift  ao-l 
mine  may  be  carried. 

I  have  been,  then,  infinitdy  more  uniform  sad  hs 
dissipated  than  when  you  knew  me  and  cared  for  mt. 
That  love  which  1  used  to  scatter  with  some  profwoc 
among  the  female  kind  has  been  these  manv  yesn 
devoted  to  one  object.  A  great  many  oiiffortunci 
(for  so  they  are  called,  though  sometimes  very  m^*' 
perly,)  and  a  retirement  from  the  world,  have  msJ* 
that  just  and  nice  discrimination  between  my  aoquiint- 
ance  and  my  friends  which  we  have  seldom  npo^^ 
enough  to  make  for  ourselves :  those  insects  of  Tsriov 
hues,  which  used  to  bum  and  buz  about  me  while  I 
stood  in  the  sunshine,  have  disappeared  since  I  li^ 
in  the  shade.  No  man  comes  to  a  hermitage  but  r<r  tbf 
sake  of  the  hermit ;  a  few  philosophical  friemis  owe 
often  to  mine,  and  ^ey  are  such  as  you  would  be  ^ 
to  live  with,  if  a  dull  climate  and  duller  company  ^f* 
not  altered  you  extremely  from  what  you  were  wvt 
years  ago. 

The  hoarse  voice  of  party  was  never  heard  m  !>'• 
quiet  place ;  gazettes  and  pamphlets  are  baniihed  fna 
it ;  and  if  the  lucubrations  of  Isaac  Bickentaf  be  re- 
mitted, this  distinction  is  owing  to  some  ^nko^ 
which  it  is  judged  that  this  illustrious  pbilosopber  M 
(like  tlie  Indian  Fohu,  the  Grecian  Pythagom  ^ 
Persian  Zoroaster,  and  others  his  precursofs  amoof  nt 
Zabians,  Magians,  and  the  Egyptian  seefs)  botb  1^ 
outward  and  his  inward  doctrine,  and  that  ^ 'I*  ^ 
no  side  at  the  bottom.  When  I  am  there,  I  ibc^ ' 
ever  was  of  any  party  myself;  nay,  I  am  oft»  *  1^ 
pily  absorbed  by  the  abstracted  reason  of  thhtgi.  tfasi  I 
am  ready  to  imagine  there  never  was  any  such  mow''' 
as  party.  \  Alas,  I  am  soon  awakened  from  that  pleawJK 
dream  by'the  Greek  and  Roman  historiaDs.  by  Gu»c<n- 
ardine,  by  Machiavel,  and  Hiuanns ;  for  I  ***^/]J*^ 
to  read  no  history  of  our  own  country  till  that  bodrw 
it  which  you  promise  to  finish  appears. 

I  am  under  no  apprehensions  that  a  glut  of  *»"? 

•  Alladiag  to  Dr.  Berkeley's  pn^eet  of  (bandiai  a  ani'**? 
at  Bermuda. 

*  Dr.  Atterbory  embarked  at  Dover.  Jane  1§.  ITw- 
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ind  retireiMDt  ihould  caaC  me  bock  into  the  hurry  of 
the  world ;  on  the  contrary,  the  single  regret  which  I 
rrer  f«cl  ii^  that  I  feU  to  late  into  thia  coorte  of  life ; 
my  philofophy  grows  confirmed  by  habit,  and  if  you 
uul  1  meet  again  I  will  extort  this  approbation  from 
yoa,  Jam  man  eomtUio  6omft,  ml  mare  eo  perduchtt,  ut 
woH  tatUum  rtctefacerw  pauim,  wed  niei  rede/acere  non 
poeum.  The  little  incivilities  I  have  met  with  from 
opposite  sets  of  people  have  been  so  far  from  rendering 
me  violent  or  sour  to  any,  that  I  think  myself  obliged 
to  them  all :  some  have  cured  me  of  my  fears,  by  show- 
ing me  how  impotent  the  malice  of  the  world  is ;  othen 
bave  cured  me  of  my  hopes,  by  showing  how  precarious 
popular  friaidships  are ;  all  have  cured  me  of  surprise, 
ladnrifigme  out  of  party  they  have  driven  me  out  of 
cuned  company ;  and  in  stripping  me  of  titles^  and 
nuk,  and  estate,  and  such  trinkets,  which  every  man 
that  will  may  ^lare,  they  have  given  me  that  which  no 
man  can  be  happy  without. 

Re6ection  ana  habit  have  rendered  the  world  so  in- 
diiTereDt  to  me  that  I  am  neither  afflicted  nor  rejoiced, 
^igry  uor  pleased,  at  what  happens  in  it,  any  further 
tbAQ  nenonal  friendships  interest  me  in  the  affairs  of  it, 
ud  this  principle  extends  my  cares  but  a  little  way. 
l^ect  tiiuiquillity  is  the  general  tenor  of  my  life ; 
good  digtstiona,  serene  weather,  and  some  other  mecha- 
nic springs,  wind  me  above  it  now  and  then,  but  I 
oerer  fall  below  it ;  I  am  sometimes  gay,  but  I  am 
ancr  sad;  I  have  gained  new  friends,  and  have  lost 
lome  old  ones ;  my  acquisitions  of  this  kind  give  me  a 
ipwd  deal  of  pleasure^  becauae  they  have  not  been  made 
Hgtitly.  I  know  no  vowa  ao  aolemn  as  those  of  friend- 
»bip,  and  therefore  a  pretty  long  noviciate  of  acquaint- 
ance should  methinks  precede  them ;  my  losses  of  this 
^lad  give  me  but  little  trouble ;  I  contributed  nothing 
to  diem ;  and  a  friend  who  breaks  with  me  unjustly  is 
oot  voith  preserving.  As  soon  as  I  leave  mis  town 
•skich  will  be  in  a  few  days)  I  shall  fall  back  into 
tiut  coone  of  life  which  keeps  knaves  and  fools  at  a 
crest  distance  from  me :  I  have  an  aversion  to  them 
(^:  but  in  the  ordinary  course  of  life  I  think  I  can 
|kv  ihe  sensible  knave  better  than  the  fool :  One  must, 
it)d«ed,  with  the  former,  be  in  some  or  other  of  the  at- 
titudes of  those  wooden  men  whom  I  have  seen  before 
« iword-cutler*s  shop  in  Germany,  but  even  in  these 
c«sutrained  postuiea  the  witty  rascal  will  divert  me } 
And  he  that  diverts  me  does  me' a  great  deal  of  good, 
and  lays  me  under  an  obligation  to  him  which  I  am 
Out  obliged  to  pay  in  other  coin :  the  fool  obliges  me 
to  }«  almost  as  much  upon  my  guard  aa  the  knave, 
*od  he  makes  me  no  amends ;  he  numbs  me  like  the 
torpor,  or  he  teaaea  me  like  the  fly.  This  is  the  picture 
of  an  old  friend,  and  more  like  him  than  that  wiirbe 
vlticb  you  once  asked,  and  which  he  will  send  you  if 
jw  continue  still  to  desire  it — Adieu,  dear  Swift :  with 
ail  thy  faults  I  love  thee  entirely;  make  an  effort,  and 
tore  me  on  with  all  mine. 

TO  DR.  SHERIDAN. 
..  Clonfert,  Angus!  3. 1723. 

♦^«i  I  cannot  posaibly  be  with  you  so  soon,  there  are  too 
"ojoy  rivers,  bogs,  and  mountains  between ;  besides, 
voeii  I  leave  this,  I  shall  make  one  or  two  short  visits 
»"  niy  way  to  Dublin,  and  hope  to  be  in  town  by  the 
<^  of  thia  month;  though  it  will  be  a  bad  time,  in 

w  hurry  of  your  louay  ji 1.     Your  dream  is 

wrung,  for  this  bishop  is  not  able  to  lift  a  cat  upon 
ay  shoulders;  but  if  you  are  for  a  curacy  of  25/. 
**ye»r,  and  ride  five  miles  every  Sunday  to  preach 
*j*  "*  '^W^''*  have  at  you:  and  yet  this  is  no 
""  cttuntry,  and  the  bishop  has  made,  in  four  months, 
fw«We  miles  of  ditches  from  his  house  to  the  Shannon, 
H  you  talk  of  improving.  How  arc  you  this  moment  f 
^  you  love  or  hate  Quilca  the  most  of  all  places  Y 


Are  you  in  or  out  of  humour  with  tlie  world,  your 
friends,  your  wife,  and  your  school  f  Are  the  ladies  in 
town  or  in  the  country  9  If  I  knew  I  would  write  to 
them ;  and  how  are  they  in  health  9  Quilca  (let  me 
see)  (you  see  I  can  (if  I  please)  make  parentheses  as 
well  as  others)  is  about  a  hundred  miles  from  Clonfert ; 
and  I  am  half  weary  with  the  four  hunilred  I  have 
ridden.     With  love  and  service,  and  so,  adieu. 

'  Youia,  &c. 

TO  MR.  POPE. 

Dablin.  September  W.  1783. 
Rbtubnino  from  a  summer  expedition  of  four  months 
on  account  of  my  health,  I  found  a  letter  from  you, 
with  an  appendix  longer  than  yours  from  lord  Boling- 
broke.  I  believe  there  is  not  a  more  miserable  malady 
than  an  unwillingness  to  write  letters  to  our  best  friends^ 
and  a  man  might  be  philosopher  enough  in  finding  out 
reasons  for  it.  One  thing  is  clear,  that  it  shows  a 
mighty  difference  betwixt  friendship  and  love,  for  a 
lover  (as  I  have  heard)  is  always  scribbling  to  his 
mistress.  If  I  could  permit  myself  to  believe  what 
your  civility  makes  you  say,  that  I  am  still  remem- 
bered by  my  friends  in  England,  I  am  in  the  right  to 

keep  myself  here A\m  nam  qualie  eram.    I  left 

you  in  a  period  of  life  when  one  year  does  more  execu- 
tion than  three  at  yours,  to  which  if  you  add  the  dul- 
ness  of  air  and  of  the  people,  it  will  make  a  teirible 
sum.  1  have  no  very  strong  faith  in  your  pretenders 
to  retirement;  you  are  not  of  an  age  for  it,  nor  have 
gone  through  either  good  or  bad  fortune  enough  to  go 
into  a  comer  and  form  conclusions  de  contemptu  nntndi 
et  fvga  eetculif  unless  a  poet  grows  weary  of  too  much 
applause,  as  ministers  do  of  too  much  weight  of 
business. 

Your  happiness  is  greater  than  your  merit  in  choos- 
ing your  favourites  so  indifferently  among  either  party  : 
this  you  owe  partly  to  your  education,  and  partly  to 
your  genius  employing  you  in  an  art  in  which  faction 
has  nothing  to  do,  for  I  suppose  Virgil  and  Horace  are 
equally  read  by  Whigs  and  Tories.  You  have  no 
more  to  do  with  the  constitution  of  church  and  state 
than  a  Christian  at  Constantinople ;  and  you  are  so 
much  the  wiser  and  the  happier,  because  both  parties 
will  approve  your  poetry  as  long  as  you  are  known  to 
be  of  neither. 

Your  notions  of  friendship  are  new  to  me ;  I  believe 
every  man  is  born  with  his  quantum,  and  he  cannot 
give  to  one  without  robbing  another.  I  very  well 
know  to  whom  I  would  give  tlie  first  places  in  my 
friendship,  but  they  are  not  in  the  way :  I  am  con- 
demned to  another  scene,  and  therefore  I  distribute  it 
in  pennyworths  to  those  about  me,  and  who  displease 
me  least ;  and  should  do  the  same  to  my  fellow-prison- 
ers if  I  were  condemned  to  jail.  I  can  likewise  tole- 
rate knaves  much  better  than  fools,  because  their 
knavery  does  me  no  hurt  in  the  commerce  I  have  met 
with  them,  which,  however,  I  own  is  more  dangerous, 
tliough  not  so  troublesome,  as  that  of  fools.  I  have 
often  endeavoured  to  establish  a  friendship  among  all 
men  of  genius,  and  would  fain  have  it  done :  they  are 
seldom  above  three  or  four  contemporaries,  and  if  they 
would  be  united  would  drive  the  world  before  them. 
I-  think  it  was  so  among  the  poets  in  the  time  of 
Augustus :  but  envy,  and  jiarty,  and  pride,  have  hin- 
dered it  among  us.  I  do  not  include  the  subalterns,  of 
which  you  are  seldom  without  a  large  tribe,  lender 
the  name  of  poets  and  scribblers  I  suppose  you  mean 
the  fools  you  are  content  to  see  sometimes  when  they 
happen  to  be  modest;  which  was  nut  frequent  among 
them  while  I  was  in  the  world. 

I  would  describe  to  you  my  way  of  living,  if  any 
method  could  be  called  so  iu  this  country.  I  choose 
my  companions  among  those  of  least  consequence 
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and  most  compliance :  I  read  the  most  trifling  books 
I  can  find,  and  whenever  I  write  it  is  upon  the  most 
trifling  subjects  ;  but  riding,  walking,  and  sleeping, 
take  up  eighteen  of  the  twenty-four  hours.  I  pro- 
crastinate more  than  I  did  twenty  years  ago,  and 
baye  seTeral  things  to  finish  which  I  put  off  to  twenty 
years  hence ;  Aoc  est  vUa  solutorum,  &c.  I  send 
you  the  compliments  of  a  friend  of  yours,  who  has 
passed  four  months  this  summer  with  two  grave  ac* 
quaintance  at  his  country-house,  without  ever  once 
going  to  Dublin,  which  is  but  eight  miles  distant ;  yet 
when  he  returns  to  l^ondon  I  will  engage  you  shall 
fiind  him  as  deep  in  the  court  of  requests,  the  park, 
the  operas,  and  the  eoflTeehouse,  as  any  man  there. 
I  am  now  with  him  for  a  few  days. 
Tou  must  remember  me  with  great  affection  to 

Dr.  Arbuthnot,  Mr.  Congrere,  and  Gay. 1  think 

there  are  no  more  eodem  tertios  between  you  and 
me  except  Mr.  Jerras,  to  whose  house  I  address 
this  for  want  of  knowing  where  you  live ;  for  it  was 
not  clear  from  your  last  whether  you  lodge  with  lord 
Peterborough,  or  he  with  you ! — I  am  ever,  &c. 

JoMATHAM  Swift. 


FROM  DR.  ARBUTHNOT.* 

November  13,  1733. 
Dear  Sir,— I  have  as  good  a  right  to  invade  your 
solitude  as  lord  Bathurst,  Gay,  or  Pope,  and  you  see 
I  make  use  of  it.  I  know  you  wish  us  all  at  the 
devil  for  robbing  a  moment  from  your  vapours  and 
vertigo.  It  is  no  matter  for  that ;  you  shall  have  a 
sheet  of  paper  every  post  till  you  come  to  yourself. 
By  a  paragraph  in  yours  to  Mr.  Pope  I  find  you  are 
in  the  case  or  the  man  who  held  the  whole  night  by 
a  broom-bush,  and  found  when  daylight  appeared  he 
was  within  two  inches  of  the  ground.  You  do  not 
seem  to  know  how  well  you  stand  with  our  great 
folks.  I  myself  have  been  at  a  great  man's  table, 
and  have  heard  out  of  the  mouths  of  violent  Irish 
Whigs  the  whole  table  turn  all  upon  your  commend- 
ation. If  it  had  not  been  upon  the  general  topic 
of  your  good  qualities  and  the  good  you  did  I  should 
have  grown  jealous  of  you.  My  intention  in  this  is 
not  to  expostulate,  but  to  do  you  good.  I  know 
how  unhappy  a  vertigo  makes  anybody  that  has  the 
misfortune  to  be  troubled  with  it.  I  might  have 
been  deep  in  it  myself  if  I  had  had  a  mind,  and  I 
will  propose  a  cure  for  you  that  I  will  pawn  my 
reputation  upon.  I  have  of  late  sent  several  pa- 
tients in  that  case  to  the  Spa,  to  drink  there  of  the 
Geronstere  water,  which  will  not  carry  firom  the  spot. 
It  has  succeeded  marvellously  with  them  all.  There 
was  indeed  one  who  relapsed  a  little  this  last  sum- 
mer, because  he  would  not  take  my  advice  and  re- 
turn to  his  course  that  had  been  too  short  the  year 
before.  But  because  the  instances  of  eminent  men 
are  most  conspicuous,  lord  Whitworth  our  plenipo- 
tentiary had  this  disease  (which  by  the  way  is  a 
little  disqualifying  for  that  employment)  ;  he  was  so 
bad  that  he  was  oflen  forced  to  catch  hold  of  any- 
thing to  keep  him  from  falling.  I  know  he  was 
recovered  by  the  use  of  that  water  to  so  great  a 
degree  that  he  can  ride,  walk,  or  do  anything  as 
formerly.  I  leave  this  to  your  consideration.  Your 
flriends  here  wish  to  see  you,  and  none  more  than 
myself;  but  I  really  do  not  advise  you  to  such  a 
journey  to  gratify  them  or  myself;  but  I  am  almost 
confident  it  would  do  you  a  great  deal  of  good.  The 
dragon  is  lust  the  old  man  when  he  is  roused.  He 
is  a  little  deaf,  but  has  all  his  other  good  and  bad 
qualities  just  as  of  old.  Lord  B is  much  im- 
proved in  knowledge,  manner,  and  everything  else. 

•  '^onod  •*  Received  November  17,  1723.'* 


The  shaver*  is  an  honest  fHendly  man  as  before ;  he 
has  a  good  deal  to  do  to  smother  his  Welsh  fin, 
which  you  know  he  has  in  a  greater  degree  than 
some  would  imagine.  He  potts  himself  a  good  put 
of  the  year  in  some  warm  house,  wins  the  ladiei' 
money  at  ombre,  and  convinces  them  that  thej  tn 
highly  obliged  to  him.  Lord  and  lady  Ms^sm, 
Mr.  Hill,  and  Mrs.  Hill,  often  remember  you  wuh 
affection. 

As  for  your  humble  servant,  with  a  great  ftoor  m 
his  right  kidney,  and  a  family  of  men  and  womeo  to 
provide  for,  he  is  as  cheerful  as  ever.  In  pubik 
affairs  he  has  kept,  as  Tacitus  aays.  Medium,  ktr 
inter  vile  aertitiwn,  et  abruptam  conftimoetffta.— He 
never  rails  at  a  great  man  but  to  his  fiice ;  wlurfa  I 
assure  you  he  has  had  both  the  opportonitT  and 
licence  to  do.  He  has  some  few  weak  fnendt,  uA 
fewer  enemies :  if  any,  he  is  low  enough  to  be  nt)«t 
despised  than  pushed  at  by  them.  I  am  faidifuli}. 
dear  sir,  your  affectionate,  humble  servant, 

J.  Arbuthnot. 


FROM  THE  DUCHESS  OF  ORMOND. 

December  9, 17S8. 
Sir, — I  find  by  yours  of  the  6th  of  November,  whidj 
I  did  not  receive  till  last  night,  that  you  hare  beea 
so  good  as  to  remember  your  poor  relation  ber^. 
But  as  your  three  last  never  came  to  hand,  I  thiak 
it  very  happy  that  you  have  kept  your  liberty  lha« 
iong ;  for  I  cannot  account  for  my  not  recciTLn: 
them  any  other  way  than  that  they  were  stopped  c. 
the  post-office,  and  interpreted,  as  most  icDocen: 
things  are,  to  mean  something  very  distant  from  tb. 
intention  of  the  writer  or  actor. 

I  am  surprised  at  the  account  you  give  me  of  Uwi 
part  of  Ireland  you  have  been  in ;  for  the  best  I  ex- 
pect from  that  grateful  country  is  to  be  forgotten  >? 
the  inhabitants.  For,  to  remember  with  any  kiiwi- 
ness  one  under  the  frowns  of  the  court  is  not  ^  c-i'- 
the  Irish  are  endowed  with.  I  am  very  sorry  t  • 
hear  you  have  got  the  spleen,  where  a  man  of  yoi: 
sense  must  every  day  meet  with  things  ridicul'i^ 
enough  to  make  you  laugh ;  but  I  am  tJnid  the  j«^* 
are  too  low  to  do  so.  Change  of  air  is  the  bert  thitr 
in  the  world  for  your  distemper.  And  if  not  toc-r? 
yourself,  at  least  have  so  much  goodness  for  }oi:r 
friends  here  as  to  come  and  core  us  ;  for  it  is  i  d:»- 
temper  we  are  overrun  with.  I  am  sure  your  cpja- 
pany  would  go  a  great  way  toward  my  rcco^en ; 
for  I  assure  you  nobody  has  a  greater  value  for  jc'i 
than  I  have,  and  I  hope  I  shall  have  the  good  for- 
tune to  see  you  before  I  die. 

I  have  no  sort  of  correspondence  with  the  pervc 
[the  duke  of  Onnond]  you  have  not  seen,  aaJ  w^'* 
aer  at  nothing  they  do  or  do  not  do. 

I  will  let  your  brother  and  mine  know  lh»t  j** 
remembered  him  in  my  letter.  He  is  as  good  a  cu" 
as  lives.  ^ 

I  am  afraid  you  will  wish  you  had  not  encounr^- 
my  scribbling  to  you,  when  you  find  I  am  stili  «J^| 
an  insipid  correspondent;  but  with  that  vrhirH  ' 
hope  will  make  some  amends,  am,  with  grpat  <^- 
cerity  and  respect,  your  most  faithful  friend  aiJ 
humble  servant. 


I 


FROM  LORD  BOUNGBROKE. 

December  S5. 1^:? 
Nevbr  letter  came  more  opportunely  than  yoor  I»** 
The  gout  had  made  me  a  second  visit,  and  sctft' 
persons  were  congratulating  with  roe  upon  th»  r^*^' 
effect  of  the  waters,  which  had  determined  my  ^'f' 

a  EnumuB  LewU.  esq.,  who  in   Dr.  Swift'.  iBiitei-»  '* 
Horace,  Ep.  7.  h.  i.  ii  bo  called : — 

"  ThiM  Lewis  L)  an  arrant  chaw** 


EPISTOLARY  COBRESPOI^DENCE. 


667 


mer  illaeH  to  a  distemper  to  desirable.  My  toe 
ptiDed  me ;  these  compliments  tired  roe ;  and  I 
would  have  taken  my  ferer  again  to  give  the  gout  to 
aU  the  company.  At  that  instant  your  letter  was 
delivered  to  me ;  it  cleared  my  brow,  diverted  my 
ill  humour,  and  at  least  made  me  forget  my  pain. 
I  told  the  persons  who  were  sitting  round  my  bed, 
ind  who  testified  some  surprise  at  so  sudden  a 
change,  that  this  powerful  epistle  came  from  Ireland ; 
at  which,  to  say  the  truth,  I  did  not  observe  that 
their  turprise  diminished.  But  the  dullest  fellow 
aiBODg  them»  who  was  a  priest  (for  that  happens  to 
be  the  esse  eometiroes  in  this  country),  told  the 
othen  that  Ireland  formerly  had  been  called  insula 
imctontm ;  that  by  the  acquaintance  he  had  at  the 
IrUh  college  he  made  no  doubt  of  her  deserving  still 
the  aame  sppellation ;  and  that  they  might  be  sure 
the  three  pages  were  filled  with  makire  tfidification 
tt  matiere  de  oofisofa^abn,  which  he  hoped  1  would 
be  90  good  ss  to  communicate  to  them.  A  learned 
Roeicnidan  of  my  acquaintance,  who  is  a  fool  of 
aa  much  knowledge  and  as  much  wit  as  ever  1  knew 
in  my  life,  smiled  at  the  doctor's  simplicity ;  ob- 
lened  that  the  efiect  was  too  sudden  for  a  cause  so 
beavy  in  its  operations ;  said  a  great  many  eztraTa- 
ga&t  things  about  natural  and  theui^c  magic ;  and 
infonned  us  that,  though  the  sages  who  deal  in  occult 
•ciences  have  been  laughed  out  of  some  countries 
aad  driven  oat  of  others,  yet  there  are  to  his  know- 
ledge many  of  them  in  Ireland.  I  stopped  these 
gueaaen  and  others  who  were  perhaps  ready,  by 
Msuring  them  that  my  correspondent  was  neither  a 
saint  nor  a  conjurer.  They  asked  me  what  he  was 
tbcnl  I  answered  that  they  should  know  it  from 
Touraelf ;  and  opening  your  letter  I  read  to  them  in 
Frrach  the  character  which  you  draw  of  yourself. 
Particular  parts  of  it  were  approved  or  condemned 
by  every  one,  as  every  one's  habits  induced  him  to 
judge;  but  they  all  agreed  that  my  correspondent 
•tood  in  need  of  more  sleep,  more  victuals,  less  ale, 
and  better  company.  I  defended  you  the  best  I 
could ;  and  bad  as  the  cause  was,  I  found  means  to 
bave  the  last  word,  which  in  disputes  you  know  is 
the  cspital  point.  The  truth  is  however  that  I  con- 
vinced nobody,  not  even  the  weakest  of  the  com- 
puiy,  that  is  myself. 

I  flatter  my  friendship  for  you  with  the  hopes  that 
J(*tt  axe  really  in  the  case  in  which  you  say  that  our 
friend  Pope  seems  to  be ;  and  that  you  do  not  know 
jour  own  character.  Or  did  you  mean  to  amuse 
jouraelf  like  that  famous  painter  who,  instead  of 
rop)iDg  nature,  tried  in  one  of  his  designs  how  far 
H  vu  possible  to  depart  from  his  original  1  What- 
^er  your  intention  was,  I  will  not  oe  brought  in 
among  those  friends  whose  misfortunes  have  given 
}ou  an  habitual  sourness.  I  declare  to  you  once  for 
^11  that  I  am  not  unhappy,  and  that  I  never  shall  be 
«>  unless  1  sink  under  some  physical  evil.  Retrench 
therefore  the  proportion  of  peevishness  which  you 
M^t  to  my  account.  Ton  might  for  several  o&er 
leaaons  retrench  the  proportions  which  you  set  to 
the  account  of  others,  and  so  leave  yourself  without 
Peevishness  or  without  excuse.  I  lament  and  have 
always  lamented  your  being  placed  in  Ireland  ;  but 
vou  are  worse  than  peevish,  you  are  unjust,  when 
>ou  say  that  it  was  either  not  in  the  power  or  will 
<*[  a  ministry  to  place  you  In  England.  Write  mi- 
nitttr,  friend  Jonathan,  and  scrape  out  the  words 
'iiher,  power,  or;  after  which  the  passage  will  run 
•>  tvell,  and  be  conformable  to  the  truth  of  things. 
I  know  but  one  man  [lord  Oxford]  who  had  power 
&t  that  time,  and  that  wretched  man  had  neither  the 
«ill  nor  the  skill  to  make  a  good  use  of  it.  We 
taU  of  characters  ;  match  me  that  if  you  can  among 


all  the  odd  phenomena  which  have ,  appeared  in  the 
moral  world.  I  have  not  a  Tacitus  by  me ;  but  I 
believe  that  I  remember  your  quotation,  and  as  a 
mark  that  I  hit  right  I  make  no  comment  upon  it. 
As  you  describe  your  public  spirit,  it  seems  to  me  to 
be  a  disease  as  well  as  your  peevishness.  Tour  pro- 
posals for  reforming  the  state  are  admirable;  and 
your  schemes  concise.  With  respect  to  your  humble 
servant,  you  judge  better  than  you  did  in  a  letter  I 
received  from  you  about  four  years  ago.  Tou  seemed 
at  that  time  not  so  afraid  of  the  nightingale's  falling 
into  the  serpent's  mouth.  This  reflection  made  me 
recollect  that  I  writ  you  at  that  time  a  long  epistle 
in  metre.  After  rummaging  among  my  papers  I 
found  it,  and  send  it  with  my  letter  ;  it  will  serve  to 
entertain  you  the  first  £ast-day.  I  depend  on  the 
fidelity  of  your  friendship  that  it  shall  fall  under  no 
eye  but  your  own.     Adieu. 

I  read  in  English  (for  she  understands  it)  to  a 
certain  lady  the  passage  of  your  letter  which  relates 
to  her  [his  lady].  The  Latin  I  most  generously 
concealed.  She  desires  you  to  receive  the  compli- 
ments of  one  who  is  so  far  from  being  equal  to  fifty 
others  of  her  sex,  that  she  never  found  herself  equal 
to  any  one  of  them.  She  says  that  she  has  neither 
youth  nor  beauty,  but  that  she  hopes  on  the  long  and 
intimate  acquaintance  she  has  had  with  yon,  when 
you  meet,  if  that  ever  happens,  to  cast  such  a  mist 
before  your  eyes  that  you  shall  not  perceive  the  want 
of  either  of  them. 


PROM  LADT  MASHAM.* 

Febnarv,  17C4. 
Dbar  Sir, — It  is  impossible  for  you  to  imagine  with 
what  satisfaction  I  received  your  kind  letter;  and 
though  I  had  been  so  long  without  hearing  from 
you,  I  could  never  impute  it  to  want  of  friendship 
in  one  whose  goodness  to  me  has  always  been  abun- 
dantly more  than  I  could  deserve.  I  had  written 
often  to  you ;  but,  having  no  safe  conveyance,  chose 
rather  to  inquire  after  your  health  and  welfare  of 
some  people  that  could  give  me  an  account  of  it. 
And  I  do  assure  you  from  the  bottom  of  ray  hesrt 
there  is  not  a  person  living  I  have  a  greater  friend- 
ship for  than  yourself,  and  shall  have  to  the  end  of  my 
life.  Indeed  now  I  can  show  it  only  in  expressions ; 
but  I  flatter  myself  you  believe  them  dncere.  I 
long  to  see  you  at  my  retired  habitation,  where  you 
will  meet  with  a  most  hearty  welcome  and  faithful 
friends,  and  none  more  so  than  her  who  is  your 
most  affectionate,  humble  servant,     H.  Masham. 

My  lord,  children,  brother,  and  sister,  are  your  hum- 
ble servants. 


TO  HIS  EXCEIXENCY  LORD  CARTERET. 

Lord-lieatenaat  of  Ireland. 

April  SS,  17S4. 

My  Lord, — ^Many  of  the  principal  persons  in  this 
kingdom,  distinguished  for  their  loyalty  to  his  pre- 
sent majesty,  hearing  that  I  had  the  honour  to  be 
known  to  your  excellency,  have  for  some  time 
pressed  me  very  earnestly  since  you  were  declared 
lord-lieutenant  of  this  kingdom  to  represent  to  youir 
excellency  the  apprehensions  they  are  under  con- 
cerning Mr.  Wood's  patent  for  coining  halfpence  to 
paaa  in  Ireland.  Tour  excellency  knows  the  unani- 
mous sentiments  of  the  parliament  here  upon  that 
matter ;  and  upon  inquiry  you  will  find  that  there 
is  not  one  person  of  any  rank  or  party  in  thia  whole 
kingdom  who  does  not  look  upon  that  patent  as  the 
most  ruinous  project  that  ever  was  contrived  against 
any  nation.     K cither  is  it  doubted  that,  when  your 

•  lodorwd.  "  Ri^orived  February  SO,  1724." 
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excellency  shall  be  thorougliW  informed,  your  justice 
and  compassion  for  an  injured  people  will  force  you 
to  employ  your  credit  for  their  relief. 

I  haye  made  bold  to  send  you  enclosed  two  small 
tracts  on  this  subject,  one  written  (as  it  is  supposed) 
by  the  earl  of  Abercom :  the  other  is  entitled  to  a 
weayer,  and  suited  to  the  rulgar,  but  thought  to  be 
the  work  of  a  better  hand. 

I  hope  your  excellency  will  forgive  an  old  humble 
serrant,  and  one  who  always  loved  and  esteemed  you, 
for  interfering  in  matters  out  of  his  province  ;  which 
he  would  never  have  done  if  many  of  the  greatest 
persons  here  had  not  by  their  importunity  drawn  him 
out  of  his  retirement,  to  venture  giving  you  a  little 
trouble  in  hopes  to  save  their  country  from  utter  de* 
struction  ;  for  which  the  memory  of  your  government 
will  be  blessed  by  posterity. 

I  hope  to  have  Uie  honour  of  seeing  yoiu:  excel- 
lency here ;  and  do  promise  neither  to  be  a  frequent 
visitor  nor  troublesome  solicitor,  but  ever  with  the 
greatest  respect,  my  lord,  remain  your  excellency's 
most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

Jonathan  Swift. 

TO  HIS  EXCBLLENCY  LORD  CARTERET. 

June  9,  1724. 
Mr  Lord, — It  is  above  a  month  since  I   took  the 
boldness  of  writing  to  your  excellency,  upon  a  subject 
wherein  the  weljffire  of  this  kingdom  is  highly  con- 
cerned. 

I  wrote  at  the  desire  of  several  considerable  persons 
here,  who  could  not  be  ignorant  that  I  had  the 
honour  of  being  well  known  to  you. 

I  could  have  wished  your  excellency  had  conde- 
scended so  far  as  to  let  one  of  your  under-clerks  have 
signified  to  me  that  a  letter  was  received. 

I  have  been  long  out  of  the  world ;  but  have  not 
forgotten  what  used  to  pass  among  those  I  lived  with 
while  I  was  in  it :  and  I  can  say  that,  during  the  ex- 
perience of  many  years  and  many  changes  in  affairs, 
your  excellency  and  one  more,  who  is  not  worthy  to 
be  compared  to  you,  are  the  only  great  persons  that 
ever  refused  to  answer  a  letter  from  me,  without  re- 
gard to  business,  party,  or  greatness  ;  and  if  I  had 
not  a  peculiar  esteem  for  your  personal  qualities  I 
should  think  myself  to  be  acting  a  very  inferior  part 
in  making  this  complaint. 

I  never  was  so  humble  as  to  be  vain  upon  my  ac- 
quaintance with  men  in  power,  and  always  rather 
chose  so  avoid  it  when  I  was  not  called.  Neither 
were  their  power  or  titles  sufficient,  without  merit, 
to  make  me  cultivate  them  ;  of  which  I  have  witnesses 
enough  left,  after  all  the  havoc  made  among  them  by 
accidents  of  time,  or  by  changes  of  persons,  measures, 
and  opinions. 

I  know  not  how  your  conceptions  of  yourself  may 
alter  by  every  new  high  station ;  but  mine  must  con- 
tinue the  same  or  alter  for  the  worse. 

I  often  told  a  great  minister,  whom  you  well  know, 
that  I  valued  him  for  being  the  same  man  through 
all  the  progress  of  power  and  place.  I  expected  the 
like  in  your  lonlship,  and  still  hope  that  I  shall  be 
the  only  person  who  will  ever  find  it  otherwise. 

I  pray  God  to  direct  your  excellency  in  all  your 
good  undertakings,  and  especially  in  your  govern- 
ment of  this  kingdom. 

I  shall  trouble  you  no  more  ;  but  remain  with 
great  respect,  my  lord,  your  excellency's  most  obe- 
dient and  most  humble  servant, 

Jonathan  Swirr. 


FROM  LORD  CARTERET. 

ArlingtoD-street.  June  20,  1724. 
Sir. — To  begin  by  confessing  myself  in  the  wrong 


will,  I  hope,  be  some  proof  to  yon  that  none  of  the 
stations  which  I  have  gone  throngfa  have  hitherto 
had  the  effects  upon  me  which  you  appiehend.  1ft 
month's  silence  has  been  turned  to  my  disadTsnttut 
in  your  esteem,  it  has  at  least  had  *his  good  effect, 
that  I  am  convinced  by  the  kinduess  of  your  w 
proaches,  as  well  as  by  the  goodness  of  your  advioe, 
that  you  still  retain  some  part  of  your  former  friend- 
ship for  me,  of  which  I  am  the  more  confident  from 
the  agreeable  freedom  with  which  yoa  express  your- 
self; and  I  shall  not  forfeit  my  pretensiom  to  the 
continuance  of  it  by  doing  anything  that  shall  give 
you  occasion  to  think  that  1  am  insensible  of  it. 

But  to  come  to  the  point :  your  first  letter  is  date^ 
the  28th  of  April,  your  second  the  9th  of  June.  By 
the  date  of  this  you  will  see  that  the  interval  of  li- 
lence  may  be  accounted  for  by  a  few  excutskw 
which  I  have  made  into  the  country :  therefore  I 
desire  you  will  put  the  most  favourable  sense. 

The  principal  affair  you  mention  is  under  exiaii- 
nation,»  and  till  that  is  over  I  am  not  infomed  toS- 
flciently  to  make  any  other  judgment  of  the  mttter 
than  that  which  I  am  naturally  led  to  make  by  tix 
general  aversion  which  appears  to  it  in  the  whole 
nation. 

I  hope  the  nation  will  not  suffer  by  my  being  ia 
this  great  station  ;  and  if  1  can  contribute  to  ii» 
prosperity  I  shall  think  it  the  honour  and  happinw* 
of  my  life.  I  desire  you  to  believe  what  I  sty,  w^i 
particularly  when  I  profess  myself  to  be,  with  gwti 
truth,  sir,  your  most  faithful  and  affectionate  humble 
servant,  Cartkiet. 

TO  LORD  CARTERET. 

Jdy  9,  ITM. 
Mv  Lord, — I  humbly  claim  the  privilege  of  aninif- 
rior  to  be  the  last  writer  ;  yet,  with  great  acknow- 
ledgments for  your  condescension  in  answering  nii 
letters,  I  cannot  but  complain  of  you  for  puttinir  ir^c 
in  the  wrong.  I  am  in  the  circumstances  oft  mJi- 
ing-woman,  who  told  her  lady  ••  that  nothing  ^tiftl 
her  more  than  to  be  caught  in  a  lie.*'  But  what  » 
worse,  I  have  discovered  in  myself  somewhu  of  tbe 
bully ;  and  that,  after  all  my  rattling,  yon  have  broi^t 
me  down  to  be  as  humble  as  the  most  distant  it- 
tender  at  your  levee.  It  is  well  your  excellency'* 
talents  are  in  few  hands ;  for  if  it  were  otbenri*ft 
we  who  pretend  to  be  free  speakeiv  in  quality  ol 
philosophers  should  be  utterly  cured  of  our  forwtrJ- 
ness ;  at  least  I  am  afraid  there  will  be  an  end  of 
mine  with  regard  to  your  excellency.  Yet,  inyM. 
I  am  ten  years  older  than  I  was  when  1  had  ihf 
honour  to  see  you  last,  and  consequently  ten  tiin<^ 
more  testy.  Therefore  I  foretell  that  you,  who  nwW 
so  easily  conquer  so  captious  a  person  and  of  <« 
little  consequence,  will  quickly  subdue  this  wbole 
kingdom  to  love  and  reverence  you.  I  am.  with  i*' 
greatest  respect,  my  lord,  &c.     Jonathan  Swm. 

TO  ARCHBISHOP  KINO. 

Dublin,  July  1^'  l^« 
My  Lord, — Your  grace  will  have  received,  befoij* 
this  comes  to  your  hands,  an  account  of  the  prinair  i 
death,  who  died  yesterday  at  twelve  o'clock  at  noon. 
He  had  left  off  spitting  for  about  ten  days  before ;  tni 
the  want  of  that  is  thought  to  have  been  the  ina,f 
diate  cause  of  his  death,  although  he  eat  hcutii} 
until  the  two  last  days.  He  has  left  the  bishop  « 
Kildare  and  his  steward,  Mr.  Morgan,  his  ex«rutp»»« 
who  were  both  out  of  town,  but  I  suppose  are  «»»» 
for.  Some  who  formerly  belonged  to  him  think  h* 
has  left  40,000/. ;  others  report  he  died  poor. 

•  Mr.  Wo.id'8  patent  for  coining  lialfpence  and  fuOaac>  f  •» 
Ireland. 
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The  Togne  is,  that  your  grace  will  succeed  him,  if 
jou  please :  but  I  am  too  great  a  stranger  to  your 
present  situation  at  court  to  know  what  to  judge. 
But  if  there  were  virtue  enough,  I  could  wish  your 
ffrace  would  accept  the  offer  if  it  should  be  made  to 
you ;  because  1  would  have  your  name  left  to  pos- 
tericyj  among  the  primates ;  and  because  entering 
uito  a  new  station  is  entering,  after  a  sort,  on  a  new 
lease  of  life ;  and  because  it  might  be  hoped  that  your 
grace  would  be  advised  with  about  a  successor ;  and 
because  that  diocese  would  require  your  grace's 
ability  and  spirit  to  reform  it ;  and  because — ^but  I 
•hould  never  be  at  an  end  if  I  were  to  number  up 
the  reasons  why  I  would  have  your  grace  in  the  high- 
est statioas  the  crown  can  give  you. 

I  found  all  the  papers  in  the  cabinet  relating  to 

Dr.  Stephen's  hospital,  and  therefore  I  brought  them 

home  to  the  deanery.     I  opened  the  cabinet  in  the 

presence  oi  Mr.  Bouhereau,  and  saw  one  paper  which 

proved  a  bank-note  for  5001.      The  greatness  of  the 

sum  startled  me,  but  I  found  it  belonged  to  the  same 

hospital ;  I  was  in  pain  because  workmen  were  in 

the  room  and  about  the  house.     I  therefore  went 

this  morning  to  St.  Sepulchre's  ;  and  in  the  presence 

of  Mrs.  Green  [his  grace's  housekeeper]  I  took  away 

the  note  and  have  it  secured  in  my  cabinet,  leaving 

her  my  receipt  for  it,  and  am  very  proud  to  find  that 

a  scrip  under  my  hand  will  pass  for  500iL     I  wish 

>our  grace  a  good  Journey  to  the  esUblishment  of 

>our  health ;  and  am,  with  the  greatest  respect,  my 

li>rd,  your  grace's  most  dutiful  and  most  humble  sei^ 

^Anty  Jonathan  Swift. 


TO  EDWARD  EARL  OP  OXFORD. 

July.  17t4. 
Mr  LoMDt — ^Although  I  had,  for  two  years  past,  in- 
ured n^Mlf  to  expect  the  death  of  my  lord  your 
&ther,  m>m  the  frequent  accounts  of  the  bad  condi- 
tion of  his  health,  yet  the  news  of  it  struck  me  so 
•rnstbly  that  I  had  not  spirit  enough  to  condole  with 
^our  lordship,  as  I  ought  to  have  done,  for  so  great  a 
lojw  to  the  world  and  yourself.  It  is  true,  indeed, 
jou  no  Icmger  wanted  his  care  and  tenderness,  nor 
his  example  to  incite  you  to  virtue ;  but  his  friend* 
ship  and  conversation  you  will  ever  want,  because 
they  are  qualities  so  rare  in  the  world,  and  in  which 
he  so  much  excelled  all  others.  It  has  pleased  me, 
in  the  midst  of  my  grief,  to  hear  that  he  preserved 
the  greatness,  and  calmness,  and  intrepidity  of  his 
mind  to  his  last  minutes :  for  it  was  fit  that  such  a 
life  should  terminate  with  equal  lustre  to  the  whole 
progress  of  it. 

I  must  now  beg  leave  to  apply  to  your  lordship's 
justice.  He  was  often  plessed  to  promise  me  his 
picture  ;  but  his  troubles  and  sickness,  and  want  of 
opportunity,  and  my  absence,  prevented  him.  I  do 
therefore  humbly  insist  that  your  lordship  will  please 
to  dtschaige  what  I  almost  look  upon  as  a  legacy. 

I  would  entreat  another  and  much  greater  favour 
of  your  lordship,  that  at  your  leisure  hours  you 
lionld  please  to  inspect  among  your  father's  papers 
whether  there  be  any  memorials' that  may  be  of  use 
toward  writing  his  life:  which  I  have  sometimes 
mentioned  to  him,  and  often  thought  on  when  I  little 
thought  to  survive  him.  I  have  formerly  gathered 
•everal  hints ;  but  want  many  memorials,  especially 
<if  his  more  early  times,  which  might  be  easily  sup- 
plied. And  such  a  work  most  properly  belongs  to 
ne,  who  loved  and  respected  him  above  all  men,  and 
had  the  honour  to  know  him  better  than  any  other  of 
my  level  did. 

I  humbly  beg  your  lordship's  pardon  for  so  long  a 
letter  upon  so  mournful  an  occasion,  and  expect 
^our  justice  to  believe  that  I  am  and  ever  shall  be, 


with  the  greatest  respect,  my  lord,  your  lordship's 
most  obedient,  most  obliged,  and  most  humble  ser- 
vant, Jonathan  Swift. 

I  desire  to  present  my  most  humble  respects  to  my 
lady  Oxford. 

FROM  LORD  CARTERET. 

Arlin((ton  ■treet,  Aagost  4,  17S4. 
Sir, — Your  claim  to  be  the  last  writer  is  what  I  can 
never  allow ;  that  is  the  privilege  of  ill  writers,  and 
I  am  resolved  to  give  you  complete  satisfaction  by 
leaving  it  with  you  whether  I  shall  be  that  last 
writer  or  not.  Methinks  I  see  you  throw  this  letter 
upon  your  uble  in  the  height  of  spleen,  because  it 
may  have  interrupted  some  of  your  more  agreeable 
thoughts.  But  then,  in  return  you  may  have  the 
comfort  of  not  answering  it,  and  so  convince  my 
lord -lieutenant  that  you  value  him  less  now  than 
^  you  did  ten  years  ago.  1  do  not  know  but  this 
'  might  become  a  free  speaker  and  a  philosopher. 
Whatever  you  may  think  of  it,  I  shall  not  be  testy, 
but  endeavour  to  show  that  I  am  not  altogether  in- 
sensible of  the  force  of  that  genius  which  has  out- 
shone most  of  this  age,  and  when  you  will  display 
it  again  can  convince  us  that  its  lustre  and  strength 
are  still  the  same. 

Once  more  I  commit  myself  to  your  censiire,  and 
am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  most  affectionate 
humble  servant,  Carteret. 

TO  HIS  EXCELLENCY  LORD  CARTERET. 

Lord^ieateasnt  of  IraUnd. 

September  S.  1724. 
Mt  Lord,— Being  ten  years   older   than   when  I 
had  the  honour  to  see  your  excellency  last,  by  con- 
sequence, if  I  am  subject  to  any  ailments,  they  are 
now  ten  times  worse — and  so  it  has  happened.     For 
I  have  been  this  month  past  so   pestered  with   a 
return  of  the  noise  and  deafness  in  my  ears  that  I 
had  not  spirit  to  perform  the  common  offices  of  life, 
much  less  to  write  to  your  excellency,  and  least 
of  all  to  answer  so  obliging  and  condescending  a 
letter  as  that  I  received  from  you.  But  these  ugly  ten 
years  have  a  worse  conseouence :  that  they  utterly 
destroy  any  title  to  the  good  opinion  you  are  pleased 
to  express  of  me  as  an  am  user  of  the  world  and 
myself.     To  have  preserved  that  talent,  I  ought,  as  I 
grew  older,  to  have  removed  into  a  better  climate,  in- 
stead of  being  sunk  for  life  in  a  worse.     I  imagine 
France  would  be  properer  for  me  now,  and  Italy 
ten  years  hence.     However,  I  am  not  so  bad  as  they 
would  make  me :  for  since  I  left  England  such  a 
parcel  of  trash  has  been  there  fathered  upon  me,  that 
nothing  but  the  good  judgment  of  my  friends  could 
hinder  them  from  thinking  me  the  greatest  dunce 
alive. 

There  is  a  gentleman  of  this  kingdom  just  gone 
for  England;  it  is  Dr.  George  Berkeley,  dean  of 
Derry,  the  best  preferment  among  us,  being  worth 
WOOL  a-year.  He  takes  the  Bath  in  his  way  to 
London ;  and  will  of  course  attend  your  excellency, 
and  be  presented,  I  suppose,  by  his  friend  my  lord 
Burlington.  And  because  I  believe  you  will  choose 
out  some  very  idle  minutes  to  read  this  letter,  perhaps 
you  may  not  be  ill  entertained  with  some  account 
of  the  man  and  his  errand.  He  was  a  fellow  of  the 
university  here ;  and  going  to  England  very  young, 
about  thirteen  years  ago,  he  became  the  founder  of 
a  sect  there  called  the  ImmateriaUsUt  by  the  force  of 
a  very  curious  book  upon  that  subject.  Dr.  Smal- 
ridge  and  many  other  eminent  persons  were  his  pro- 
selytes. I  sent  him  secretary  and  chaplain  to  Sicily 
with  my  lord  Peterborough ;  and  upon  his  lordship's 
return   Dr.  Berkeley  spent  above  seven  years  in  tra- 
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excellency  ehall  be  thoroughly  informed,  your  justice 
and  compassion  for  an  injured  people  will  force  yon 
to  employ  your  credit  for  their  relief. 

I  hare  made  bold  to  send  you  enclosed  two  small 
tracts  on  this  subject,  one  written  (as  it  is  supposed) 
by  the  earl  of  Abercom :  the  other  is  entitled  to  a 
weaver,  and  suited  to  the  vulgar,  but  thought  to  be 
the  work  of  a  better  hand. 

I  hope  your  excellency  will  forgive  an  old  humble 
servant,  and  one  who  always  loved  and  esteemed  you, 
for  interfering  in  matters  out  of  his  province  ;  which 
he  would  never  have  done  if  many  of  the  greatest 
persons  here  had  not  by  their  importunity  drawn  him 
out  of  his  retirement,  to  venture  giving  you  a  little 
trouble  in  hopes  to  save  their  country  from  utter  de- 
struction ;  for  which  the  memory  of  your  government 
will  be  blessed  by  posterity. 

I  hope  to  have  the  honour  of  seeing  your  excel- 
lency here ;  and  do  promise  neither  to  be  a  frequent 
visitor  nor  troublesome  solicitor,  but  ever  with  the 
greatest  respect,  my  lord,  remain  your  excellency's 
most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

Jonathan  Swift. 


TO  HIS  EXCELLENCY  LORD  CARTERET. 

Judo  9,  1724. 
Mr  Lord, — It  is  above  a  month  since  I  took  the 
boldness  of  writing  to  your  excellency,  upon  a  subject 
wherein  the  welfare  of  this  kingdom  is  highly  con- 
cerned. 

I  wrote  at  the  desire  of  several  considerable  persons 
here,  who  could  not  be  ignorant  that  1  had  the 
honour  of  being  well  known  to  you. 

I  could  have  wished  your  excellency  had  conde- 
•cended  so  far  as  to  let  one  of  your  under-clerks  have 
signified  to  me  that  a  letter  was  received. 

I  have  been  long  out  of  the  world ;  but  have  not 
forgotten  what  used  to  pass  among  those  I  lived  with 
while  1  was  in  it :  and  I  can  say  that,  during  the  ex- 
perience of  many  years  and  many  changes  in  affairs, 
your  excellency  and  one  more,  who  is  not  worthy  to 
be  compared  to  you,  are  the  only  great  persons  that 
ever  refused  to  answer  a  letter  from  me,  without  re- 
gard to  business,  party,  or  greatness  ;  and  if  I  had 
not  a  peculiar  esteem  for  your  personal  qualities  I 
should  think  myself  to  be  acting  a  very  inferior  part 
in  making  this  complaint. 

I  never  was  so  humble  as  to  be  vain  upon  my  ac- 
quaintance with  men  in  power,  and  always  rather 
chose  so  avoid  it  when  I  was  not  called.  Neither 
were  their  power  or  titles  sufficient,  without  merit, 
to  make  me  cultivate  them  ;  of  which  I  have  witnesses 
enough  left,  after  all  the  havoc  made  among  them  by 
accidents  of  time,  or  by  changes  of  persons,  measures, 
and  opinions. 

I  know  not  how  your  conceptions  of  yourself  may 
alter  by  every  new  high  station ;  but  mine  must  con- 
tinue the  same  or  alter  for  the  worse. 

I  often  told  a  great  minister,  whom  you  well  know, 
that  I  valued  him  for  being  the  same  man  through 
all  the  progress  of  power  and  place.  I  expected  the 
like  in  your  lordship,  and  still  hope  that  I  shall  be 
the  only  person  who  will  ever  find  it  otherwise. 

I  pray  God  to  direct  your  excellency  in  all  your 
good  undertakings,  and  especially  in  your  govern- 
ment of  this  kingdom. 

I  shall  trouble  you  no  more  ;  but  remain  with 
great  respect,  my  lord,  your  excellency's  most  obe- 
dient and  most  humble  servant, 

Jonathan  Swipt. 


FROM  LORD  CARTERET. 

ArliDgtoD-gtre^t,  June  20,  1724. 
Sia, — To  begin  by  confetising  myself  in  the  wrong 


will,  I  hope,  be  some  proof  to  yon  that  none  of  thp 
stations  which  I  have  gone  throi^  have  bitberto 
had  the  effects  upon  me  which  you  apprehend.  If  i 
month's  silence  has  been  turned  to  my  disadvantacc 
in  your  esteem,  it  has  at  least  had  *his  good  effect, 
that  I  am  convinced  by  the  kindness  of  your  re- 
proaches, as  well  as  by  the  goodness  of  your  adricr. 
that  you  still  retain  some  part  of  your  fbirmer  frieni- 
ship  for  me,  of  which  I  am  the  more  confident  frtwa 
the  agreeable  freedom  with  which  you  express  jour- 
self ;  and  I  shall  not  forfeit  my  pretensions  to  the 
continuance  of  it  by  doing  anything  that  shsll  gm 
you  occasion  to  think  that  1  am  insensible  of  it 

But  to  come  to  the  point :  your  first  letter  is  dstrd 
the  28th  of  April,  your  second  the  9th  of  June.  Bt 
the  date  of  this  you  will  see  that  the  intenral  of  il- 
lence  may  be  accounted  for  by  a  few  cxcurria* 
which  I  have  made  into  the  country :  therefore  I 
desire  you  will  put  the  most  favourable  sense. 

The  principal  afl&ir  you  mention  is  under  exini- 
nation,*  and  till  that  is  orer  I  am  not  inibnned  soP 
ficiently  to  make  any  other  judgment  of  the  msttft 
than  that  which  I  am  naturally  led  to  make  by  the 
general  aversion  which  appears  to  it  in  the  whole 
nation. 

I  hope  the  nation  will  not  snflTer  by  my  bein^  in 
this  great  station  ;  and  if  1  can  contribute  to  iu 
prosperity  I  shall  think  it  the  honour  and  bappinw 
of  my  life.  I  desire  you  to  believe  what  I  siy.  "»'* 
particularly  when  I  profess  myself  to  be,  with  peit 
truth,  sir,  your  most  faithful  and  affectionate  bamblc 
servant,  Caitibct. 

TO  LORD  CARTERET. 

Jaly  9,  IW. 
Mr  Lord, — I  humbly  claim  the  privilege  of  sn  infr- 
rior  to  be  the  last  writer ;  yet,  with  great  scknov- 
ledgments  for  your  condescension  in  answeris|r  o} 
letters,  I  cannot  but  complain  of  you  for  putting  mo 
in  the  wrong.  I  am  in  the  circumstances  of  a  viii- 
ing-woman,  who  told  her  lady  '*  that  nothing  venti 
her  more  than  to  be  caught  in  a  lie."  But  what  k 
worse,  I  have  discovered  in  myself  somewhat  of  tbr 
bully ;  and  that,  after  all  my  rattling,  you  have  bnw^bt 
me  down  to  be  as  humble  as  the  most  distant  at« 
tender  at  your  levee.  It  is  well  your  excellency'* 
talents  are  in  few  hands ;  for  if  it  were  otbefwH«. 
we  who  pretend  to  be  free  speakers  in  quality  cf 
philosophers  should  be  utterly  cured  of  our  fonard- 
ness ;  at  least  I  am  afraid  there  will  be  an  end  i>^ 
mine  with  regard  to  your  excellency.  Yet,  roylord. 
I  am  ten  years  older  than  I  was  when  1  had  thf 
honour  to  see  you  last,  and  consequently  ten  tin»r< 
more  testy.  Therefore  I  foretell  that  you,  wbofooW 
so  easily  conquer  so  captious  a  person  and  of  *^ 
little  consequence,  will  quickly  subdue  this  wbolr 
kingdom  to  love  and  reverence  you.  I  am,  wiih  ifc* 
greatest  respect,  my  lord,  &c.     Jonathan  Ssrm. 

TO  ARCHBISHOP  KINO. 

Dablln,  Jaly  M,  !"*« 
My  Lord, — Your  grace  will  have  received,  befaw 
this  comes  to  your  hands,  an  account  of  the  pnm^<^* 
death,  who  died  yesterday  at  twelve  o'clock  at  n<«^ 
He  had  left  off*  spitting  for  about  ten  days  before ;  ^>u 
the  want  of  that  is  thought  to  have  been  the  ioin^'~ 
diate  cause  of  his  death,  although  he  eat  heartily 
until  the  two  last  days.  He  has  left  the  bishop  <* 
Kildare  and  his  stewani,  Mr.  Morgan,  his  exccutoi*. 
who  were  both  out  of  town,  but  I  suppose  are  w' 
for.  Some  who  formerly  belonged  to  him  think  t* 
has  left  40,000/. ;  others  report  he  died  poor. 

•  Mr.  Woids  patent  for  coining  hairpeim  and  lartWap  t* 
Ireland. 
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The  Togue  la,  that  your  grace  will  succeed  him,  if 
yoa  please :  but  I  am  too  great  a  stranger  to  your 
present  aituation  at  court  to  know  what  to  Judge. 
But  if  there  were  virtue  enough,  I  could  wish  your 
gnee  would  accept  the  offer  if  it  should  be  made  to 
you;  because  I  would  have  your  name  left  to  pos- 
teritjj among  the  primates;  and  because  entering 
into  a  new  station  is  entering,  after  a  sort,  on  a  new 
lease  of  life ;  and  because  it  might  be  hoped  that  your 
(rnce  would  be  advised  with  about  a  successor ;  and 
because  that  diocese  would  require  your  grace's 
tbility  and  spirit  to  reform  it ;  and  because — ^but  I 
should  never  be  at  an  end  if  I  were  to  number  up 
the  reaions  why  I  would  have  your  grace  in  the  high- 
est itatioos  the  crown  can  give  you. 

I  found  all  the  papers  in  the  cabinet  relating  to 
Dr.  Stephen's  hospital,  and  therefore  I  brought  them 
home  to  the  deanery.  I  opened  the  cabinet  in  the 
pretence  of  Mr.  Bouhereau,  and  saw  one  paper  which 
proved  a  bank-note  for  5001.  The  greatness  of  the 
«um  ttaitled  me,  but  I  found  it  belonged  to  the  same 
ho«pUaI ;  I  was  in  pain  because  workmen  were  in 
the  room  and  about  the  house.  I  therefore  went 
this  morning  to  St.  Sepulchre's  ;  and  in  the  presence 
of  Mr*.  Green  [his  grace's  housekeeper]  I  took  away 
the  note  and  have  it  secured  in  my  cabinet,  leaving 
her  my  receipt  for  it,  and  am  very  proud  to  find  that 
t  Krip  under  my  hand  will  pass  for  5002.  I  wish 
)our  grace  a  good  journey  to  the  establishment  of 
}our  health ;  and  am,  with  the  greatest  respect,  my 
M,  your  grace's  most  dutiful  and  most  humble  sei^ 
^^U  Jonathan  Swipt. 


with  the  greatest  respect,  my  lord,  your  lordship's 
most  obedient,  most  obliged,  and  most  humble  ser- 
Tant,  Jonathan  Swift. 

I  desire  to  present  my  most  humble  respects  to  my 
lady  Oxford. 


TO  EDWABD  BA&L  OP  OXFORD. 

July,  1714. 
Mt  Lord, — ^Altbough  I  had,  for  two  years  past,  in- 
ured myself  to  expect  the  death  of  my  lord  your 
&ther,  from  the  frequent  accounts  of  the  bad  condi- 
tion of  his  health,  yet  the  news  of  it  struck  me  so 
leosibly  that  I  had  not  spirit  enough  to  condole  with 
}our  lordship,  as  I  ought  to  have  done,  for  so  great  a 
ton  to  the  world  and  yourself.  It  is  true,  indeed, 
)ou  no  longer  wanted  his  care  and  tenderness,  nor 
his  example  to  incite  you  to  virtue ;  but  his  friend- 
ship snd  conversation  you  will  ever  want,  because 
they  ire  qualities  so  rare  in  the  world,  and  in  which 
he  io  much  excelled  all  others.  It  has  pleased  me, 
in  the  midst  of  my  grief,  to  hear  that  he  preserved 
the  greatness,  and  calmness,  and  intrepidity  of  his 
mmd  to  his  last  minutes :  for  it  was  fit  that  such  a 
me  should  terminate  with  equal  lustre  to  the  whole 
progress  of  it. 

I  must  now  beg  leave  to  apply  to  your  lordship's 
j^ce.  He  was  often  pleased  to  promise  me  his 
picture ;  but  his  troubles  and  sickness,  and  want  of 
opportunity,  and  my  absence,  prevented  him.  I  do 
therefore  humbly  insist  that  your  lordship  will  please 
to  discharge  what  I  almost  look  upon  as  a  legacy. 

I  would  entreat  another  and  much  greater  favour 
^t  jour  lordship,  that  at  your  leisure  hours  you 
^ould  please  to  inspect  among  your  father's  papers 
whether  there  be  any  memorials  that  may  be  of  use 
wwwd  writing  his  Ufe:  which  I  have  sometimes 
»»nitioned  to  him,  and  often  thought  on  when  I  little 
^nought  to  survive  him.  I  have  formerly  gathered 
Tk-^  ***"♦• ;  ^t  want  many  memorials,  especially 

*  I  ii'  "**'*  ^""^  *'™®*'  '^'***^°  ™^^*''  ^  '^"*^y  •"P' 
^^  "uch  *  work  most  properly  belongs  to 

M  T  ^^^^  *"^  respected  him  above  all  men,  and 
««  the  honour  to  know  him  better  than  any  other  of 
»ny  l«Tel  did. 

^  I  humbly  beg  your  lordship's  pardon  for  so  long  a 
•^wer  upon  so  mournful  an  occasion,  and  expect 
jour  jusUce  to  believe  that  I  am  and  ever  shaU  be, 


FROM  LORD  CARTERET. 

Arlington-itreet,  August  4,  1724. 
Sir, — Your  claim  to  be  the  last  writer  is  what  I  can 
never  allow ;  that  is  the  privilege  of  ill  writers,  and 
I  am  resolved  to  give  you  complete  satisfaction  by 
leaving  it  with  you  whether  I  shall  be  that  last 
writer  or  not.  Methinks  1  see  you  throw  this  letter 
upon  your  Uble  in  the  height  of  spleen,  because  it 
may  have  interrupted  some  of  your  more  agreeable 
thoughts.  But  then,  in  return  you  may  have  the 
comfort  of  not  answering  it,  and  so  convince  my 
lord-lieutenant  that  you  value  him  less  now  than 
^  you  did  ten  years  ago.  I  do  not  know  but  this 
"  might  become  a  firee  speaker  and  a  philosopher. 
Whatever  you  may  think  of  it,  I  shall  not  be  testy, 
but  endeavour  to  show  that  I  am  not  altogether  in- 
sensible  of  the  force  of  that  genius  which  has  out- 
shone most  of  this  age,  and  when  you  will  display 
it  again  can  convince  us  that  its  lustre  and  strength 
are  still  the  same. 

Once  more  I  commit  myself  to  your  censure,  and 
am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  most  affectionate 
humble  servant,  Caktbrbt. 


TO  HIS  EXCELLENCY  LORD  CARTERET, 

Lord'Ueutenant  of  Irslaad. 

September  S.  1724. 
Mt  Lord,— Being  ten  years   older   than   when  I 
had  the  honour  to  see  your  excellency  last,  by  con- 
sequence, if  I  am  subject  to  any  ailments,  they  are 
now  ten  times  worse — and  so  it  has  happened.     For 
I  have  been  this  month  past  so   pestered  with   a 
return  of  the  noise  and  deafness  in  my  ears  that  I 
had  not  spirit  to  perform  the  common  offices  of  life, 
much  less  to  write  to  your  excellency,  and  least 
of  all  to  answer  so  obliging  and  condescending  a 
letter  as  that  I  received  from  you.  But  these  ugly  ten 
years  have  a  worse  consequence :  that  they  utterly 
destroy  any  title  to  the  good  opinion  you  are  pleased 
to  express  of  me  as  an  am  user  of  the  world  and 
myself.     To  have  preserved  that  talent,  I  ought,  as  I 
grew  older,  to  have  removed  into  a  better  climate,  in- 
stead of  being  sunk  for  life  in  a  worse.    I  imagine 
France  would  be  properer  for  me  now,  and  Italy 
ten  years  hence.     However,  I  am  not  so  bad  as  they 
would  make  me :  for  since  I  left  England  such  a 
parcel  of  trash  has  been  there  fathered  upon  me,  that 
nothing  but  the  good  judgment  of  my  friends  could 
hinder  them  from  thinking  me  the  greatest  dunce 
alive. 

There  is  a  gentleman  of  this  kingdom  just  gone 
for  England;  it  is  Dr.  George  Berkeley,  dean  of 
Derry,  the  best  preferment  among  us,  being  worth 
llOOI.  a-year.  He  takes  the  Bath  in  his  way  to 
London ;  and  will  of  course  attend  your  excellency, 
and  be  presented,  I  suppose,  by  his  friend  my  lord 
Burlington.  And  because  I  believe  you  will  choose 
out  some  very  idle  minutes  to  read  this  letter,  perhaps 
you  may  not  be  ill  entertained  with  some  account 
of  the  man  and  his  errand.  He  was  a  fellow  of  the 
university  here ;  and  going  to  England  very  young, 
about  thirteen  years  ago,  he  became  the  founder  of 
a  sect  there  called  the  /mmafertoA'sCt,  by  the  force  of 
a  very  curious  book  upon  that  subject.  Dr.  Smal- 
ridge  and  many  other  eminent  persons  were  his  pro- 
selytes. I  sent  him  secretary  and  chaplain  to  Sicily 
with  my  lord  Peterborough ;  and  upon  bis  lordship's 
return   Dr.  Berkeley  spent  above  seven  years  in  tra- 
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Telling  oTer  most  part  of  Europe,  but  chiefly  through 
every  corner  of  Italy,  Sicily,  and  other  islands.  When 
he  came  back  to  England  he  found  so  many  friends 
that  he  was  effectually  recommended  to  the  duke  of 
Grafton,  by  whom  he  was  lately  made  dean  of  Deny. 
Your  excellency  will  be  frighted  when  I  tell  you  all 
this  is  but  an  introduction;  for  I  am  now  to  mention  his 
errand.  He  is  an  absolute  philosopher  with  regard  to 
money,  titles,  and  power  ;  and  for  three  years  past  has 
been  struck  with  a  notion  of  founding  an  university 
at  Bermudas,  by  a  charter  from  the  crown.  He  has 
seduced  several  of  the  hopefuUest  young  clergymen, 
and  others  here,  many  of  them  well  provided  for, 
and  all  of  them  in  the  fairest  way  of  preferment : 
but  in  England  his  conquests  are  greater,  and  1  doubt 
will  spread  very  far  this  winter.  He  showed  me  a 
little  tract  which  he  designs  to  publish ;  and  there 
your  excellency  will  see  his  whole  scheme  of  a  life 
academico-philosophical  (I  shall  make  you  remember 
what  you  were)  of  a  college  founded  for  Indian 
scholars  and  missionaries ;  where  he  most  exorbitant- 
ly proposes  a  whole  hundred  pounds  a-year  for  him- 
self,  forty  pounds  for  a  fellow,  and  ten  for  a  student. 
His  heart  will  hreakif  his  deanery  be  not  taken  from 
him  and  left  to  your  excellency's  disposal.  I  dis- 
couraged him  by  the  coldness  of  courts  and  ministers, 
who  will  interpret  all  this  as  impossible  and  a  vision, 
but  nothing  will  do.  And  therefore  I  humhly  en- 
treat your  excellency  either  to  use  such  persuasions  as 
will  keep  one  of  the  first  men  in  this  kingdom  for 
learning  and  virtue  quiet  at  home,  or  assist  him  by 
Tour  credit  to  compass  his  romantic  design  ;  which, 
however,  is  very  noble  and  generous,  and  directly 
proper  for  a  great  person  of  your  excellent  education 
to  encourage. 

I  must  now  in  all  humility  entreat  one  favour  of 
you,  as  you  are  lord-lieutenant.  Mr.  Proby,  surgeon 
of  the  army  here,  laid  out  the  greatest  part  of  his 
fortune  to  buy  a  captainship  for  his  eldest  son.  The 
young  man  was  lately  accused  of  discovering  an  in- 
clination to  popery  while  he  was  quartered  in  Gal- 
way.  The  report  of  the  court-martial  is  transmitted 
to  your  excellency.  The  universal  opinion  here  is  that 
the  accusation  is  false  and  malicious  ;  and  the  arch- 
bishop of  Tuam,  in  whose  diocese  Galway  is,  upon 
a  strict  inquiry  has  declared  it  to  he  so.  But  all  this 
is  not  to  sway  with  your  excellency,  any  more  than 
that  the  father  is  the  most  universally  beloved  of  any 
roan  I  ever  knew  in  his  station.  But  I  entreat  that 
you  will  please  to  hear  the  opinion  of  others  wljo 
may  speak  in  his  favour,  and  perhaps  will  tell  you 
**  that,  us  party  is  not  in  the  case,  so  you  cannot  do 
any  personal  thing  more  acceptable  to  the  people  of 
Ireland  than  in  inclining  toward  lenity  to  Mr.  Proby 
and  his  family  ;'*  although  I  have  reason  to  be  confi- 
dent that  they  neither  need  nor  desire  more  than 
justice :  I  beg  your  excellency  will  remember  my 
lequest  to  be  only  that  you  would  hear  others ;  and 
not  think  me  so  ver^'  weak  as  to  imagine  I  could 
have  hopes  of  giving  the  least  turn  to  your  mind. 
Therefore  I  hope  what  1  have  said  is  pardonable  in 
every  respect  but  that  of  taking  up  your  time. 

My  lord,  we  are  here  preparing  for  your  reception, 
and  for  a  quiet  session  under  your  government ;  but 
whether  you  approve  the  manner  I  can  only  guess. 
It  is  by  universal  declarations  against  Wood's  coin. 
One  thing  I  am  confident  of — that  your  excellency 
will  find  and  leave  us  under  dispositions  very  different 
toward  your  person  and  high  station  from  what 
have  appeared  toward  others. 

I  hsAC  no  other  excuse  for  the  length  of  this  letter 
but  a  faithful  promise  that  I  will  never  be  guilty  of 
the  same  fault  a  second  time.     I  am,  Ac. 

JOVATUAM    SWII-T. 


FROM  LOBD  BOUNOBROKE.* 

.Sflptaaber  U,  17S4. 
It  is  neither  sickness,  nor  journeys,  nor  iH-homoiui, 
nor  age,  nor  vexation,  nor  stupidity,  which  has  hin- 
dered me  from  answering  sooner  your  letter  of  tbe 
month  of  June  ;  but  a  very  prudent  consideratioo, 
and  one  of  the  greatest  strains  of  policy  I  ever  eier. 
cised  in  my  life.     Should  I  answer  you  in  a  moDth, 
you  might  think  yourself  obliged  to  answer  me  is 
six;  and,  scared    at    the  sore  fatigue  of  uriUfif 
twice  a-year  to  an  absent  friend,  you  might  {ioj 
aught  either  you  or   I  can   tell)   slop  short,  ud 
not  write  at  all.    Now  this  would  disappoini  ili 
my  projects ;  for,  to  confess  the  truth,  I  have  bMi 
drawing  you  in  these  several   years,  and  b;  oj 
past  success  I  begin  to  hope  that  in  about  ten  looit 
I  may  establish  a  right  of  hearing  from  you  once  i 
quarter.    The  gout  neither  clears  my  head  nor  w^ 
my  imagination ;  and  I  am  ashamed  to  own  to  jou 
how  near  the  truth  I  kept  in  the  description  of  whit 
passed  by  my  bedside  in  the  reading  of  your  icUtr. 
The  scene  was  really  such  as  I  painted  it;  sud  uSc 
company  was  much  better  than  you  seem  to  think  iL 
When  I,  who  pass  a  great  part,  very  much  the  grctu 
est,  of  my  life  alone,  sally  forth  into  the  world,!  u> 
very  far  from  expecting  to  improve  myself  by  Utt 
conversation  I  find  there;   and  still  further  fron 
caring  one  jot  of  what  passes  there.     In  short  1  m 
no  longer  the  bubble  you  knew  me ;  and  thereitft* 
when  I  mingle  in  society  it  is  pureW  for  my  aJDUK* 
ment.     If  mankind  divert  me  (and  I  defy  them  ut 
give  me  your  distemper,  the  spleen),  it  is  all  1  eipcrt 
or  ask  of  them.     By  this  aincere  confession,  jou 
may  perceive  that  your  great  matters  of  resson  l'*- 
not  for  my  turn ;  their  thorough  bass  benumbs  mj 
faculties.     I  seek  the  fiddle  or  the  flute ;  somethinf: 
to  raise,  or  something  to  calm  my  spirits  agrenbi} ; 
gay  flights,  or  soothing  imagea.     I  do  not  dislikf » 
fellow  whose  imagination  runs  away  with  him,  >fri 
who  has  wit  enough  to  be  half  mad ;  nor  him  vb^ 
atones  for  a  scanty  imagination  by  an  ample  fuiui  ^ 
oddnesses  and  singularity.     If  good  sense  and  reii 
knowledge  prevail  a  little  too  much  in  any  charader. 
I  desire  there  may  be  at  least  some  latent  ridicu)^ 
which  may  be  called  forth  upon  occasion  and  rf  iid«r 
the  peraon  a  tolerable  companion.     By  this  sketch 
you  may  judge  of  my  acquaintance.  The  desdfriea^* 
with  whom  1  pass  my  time  you  know*    The  livisf 
ones  are  of  the  same  sort,  and  therefore  few. 

I  pass  over  that  paragraph  of  your  letter  vhirh  9 
a  kind  of  an  elegy  on  a  departed  minister  ;^  Ufi  ^ 
promise  you  solemnly  neither  to  mention  him  i^'' 
think  of  him  more  till  I  come  to  do  him  justice  is  * 
history  of  the  first  twenty  yeara  of  thii  ceutury, 
which  I  believe  I  shall  write  if  1  live  three  or  fov 
years  longer.  But  I  must  take  a  little  more  noikf 
of  the  paragraph  which  follows.  The  verses  1  test 
you  are  very  bad,  because  they  are  not  very  go*i' 
medioerilnu  esse  poetii^  ntm  di^  mm  hommet*  &e-  I 
did  not  send  them  to  be  admired ;  and  you  woqM 
do  them  too  much  honour  if  you  criticise  thrs* 
Pope  took  the  best  party,  for  he  said  not  use  wonl 
to  me  about  them.  All  I  desire  of  you  is,  toro&' 
sider  them  as  a  proof  that  you  bare  never  htto  c^^ 
of  my  thoughts,  though  you  have  been  so  lonf  ^ 
of  my  sight ;  and  if  I  remember  you  upon  psper  ^ 
the  future  it  shall  be  in  prose. 

I  must,  on  this  occasion,  set  you  right  ss  to  » 
opinion  which  I  should  be  very  sorry  to  have  jos 
entertain  concerning  me.  The  term  etpritfirt,  a 
English  freethinker,  is,  according  to  my  obsenfslii'0» 
usually  applied  to  them  whom  I  look  upon  to  be  the 

•  Indonod  •'  Answncd,  Deeemher." 

^  llie  earl  of  Oxlord,  who  dictl  in  Jane,  1714. 
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pe«t5  of  society,  because  their  endeaTours  are  di< 
ncted  to  loosen  the  bands  of  it,  and  to  take  at  least 
one  curb  out  of  the  mouth  of  that  wild  beast  man, 
when  it  would  be  well  if  he  was  checked  by  half  a 
score  others.  Nay,  they  go  further.  Revealed  Re- 
ligion is  a  lofty  and  pompous  structure,  erected  close 
to  the  humble  and  plain  building  of  Natural  Reli- 
gion. Some  have  objected  to  you  who  are  the 
art^hitects  #1  let  coneur^ea  (we  want  that  word  in 
English)  of  the  former — to  you  who  built,  or  at  least 
repair  the  house,  and  who  show  the  rooms  that  to 
strengthen  some  parts  of  your  own  building  you 
shake  and  even  sap  the  foundations  of  the  other. 
And  between  you  and  me,  Mr.  Dean,  this  charge 
may  be  justified  in  several  instances.  But  still  your 
intention  is  not  to  demolish.  Whereas  the  etprit 
Jortf  or  the  freethinker,  is  so  set  upon  pulling  down 
your  house  about  your  ears,  that,  if  he  was  let  alone, 
he  would  destroy  the  other  for  being  so  near  it,  and 
mingle  both  in  one  common  ruin.  1  therefore  not 
only  disown  but  detest  this  character.  If,  indeed, 
by*  e$prit/ort,  or  freethinker,  you  only  mean  a  man 
who  makes  a  free  use  of  his  reason,  who  searches 
after  truth  without  passion  or  prejudice,  and  adheres 
inviolably  to  it,  you  mean  a  wise  and  honest  man, 
and  such  a  one  as  I  labour  to  be.  The  faculty  of 
distinguishing  between  right  and  wrong,  true  and 
laJae,  which  we  call  reason  or  common  sense,  which 
is  i^iven  to  every  man  by  our  bountiful  Creator,  and 
which  moat  men  lose  by  neglect,  is  the  light  of  the 
mind,  and  ought  to  guide  all  operations  of  it.  To 
abandon  this  rule,  and  to  guide  our  thoughts  by  any 
other,  is  fiill  as  absurd  as  it  would  be  if  you  should 
put  out  your  eyes  and  borrow  even  the  best  staff 
that  ever  was  in  the  family  of  the  StaffSt*  when  you 
set  out  upon  one  of  your  dirty  journeys.  Such  free- 
thinkers as  these  I  am  sure  you  cannot,  even  in 
your  apostolical  capacity,  disapprove  ;  for  since  the 
truth  of  the  divine  revelation  of  Christianity  is  as 
evident  as  matters  of  fact,  on  the  belief  of  which  so 
much  depends,  ought  to  be,  and  agreeable  to  all  our 
ideas  of  justice,  these  freethinkers  must  needs  be 
christians  on  the  best  foundation  ;  on  that  which  St. 
Paul  himself  established  (I  think  it  was  St.  Paul), 
omnia  probate ^  fuod  honwn  ett  ienete. 

Bat  you  have  a  further  security  from  these  free- 
thinkers,  I  do  not  say  a  better,  and  it  is  this :  the 
persona  I  am  describing  think  for  themselves  and 
to  themselves.  Should  they  unhappily  not  be  con- 
V  inced  by  your  arguments,  yet  they  will  certainly 
tliink  ,lt  their  duty  not  to  disturb  the  peace  of  the 
world '  by  opposing  you.  The  peace  and  happiness 
of  oiankind  is  the  great  aim  of  these  freethinkers ; 
and  therefore,  as  those  among  them  who  remain  in- 
credulous  will  not  oppose  you,  so  those  whom  rea- 
•ion,  enlightened  by  grace,  has  made  believers  may 
be  Borry,  and  may  express  their  sorrow  as  I  have 
done,  to  see  religion  perverted  to  pm'poses  so  con- 
trary to  her  true  intention  and  first  design.  Can  a 
good  christian  behold  the  ministers  of  the  meek  and 
humble  Jesus  exercising  an  insolent  and  cruel  usurp- 
ation oTer  their  brethren  1  or  the  messengers  of 
peace  and  good  news  setting  all  mankind  together 
by  the  earsi  or  that  religion  which  breathes  charity 
axkd  unlTenal  benevolence,  spilling  more  blood,  upon 
redection  and  by  system,  than  the  most  barbarous 
heathen  ever  did  in  the  heat  of  action  and  fury  of 
rooqucat  1  Can  he  behold  all  this  without  a  holy 
indiicnation  and  not  be  criminall  Nsy,  when  he 
turns  his  eyes  from  those  tragical  scenes,  and  con- 
•td«*r«  the  ordinary  tenor  of  things,  do  you  not  think  he 
will  be  shocked  to  observe  metaphysics  substituted  to 
the  theory,  and  ceremony  to  the  practice  of  morality  1 
■  An  sllnsiott  to  liickinrstaff. 


I  make  no  doubt  but  you  are  by  this  time  abund- 
antly convinced  of  my  orthodoxy,  and  that  you  will 
name  me  no  more  in  the  same  breath  with  Spinosa, 
whose  system  of  one  infinite  substance  I  despise  and 
abhor,  as  I  have  a  right  to  do,  because  I  am  able  to 
show  why  I  despise  and  abhor  it. 

You  desire  me  to  return  home,  and  you  promise 
me,  in  that  case,  to  come  to  London,  loaden  with 
your  travels.  1  am  sorry  to  tell  you  that  London  is, 
m  my  apprehension,  as  little  likely  as  Dublin  to  be 
our  place  of  rendesvous.  The  reasons  for  this  ap- 
prehension I  pass  over  ;  but  I  cannot  agree  to  what 
you  advance  with  the  air  of  a  maxim,  that  exile  is 
the  greatest  punishment  to  men  of  virtue,  because 
virtue  consists  in  loving  our  country.  Examine  the 
nature  of  this  love,  from  whence  it  arises,  how  it  is 
nourished,  what  the  bounds  and  measures  of  it  are, 
and  after  that  you  will  discover  how  far  it  is  virtue, 
and  where  it  becomes  simplicity,  prejudice,  folly, 
and  even  enthusiasm.  A  virtuous  man  in  exile  may 
properly  enough  be  styled  unfortunate,  but  he  can- 
not be  called  unhappy.  Ton  remember  the  reason 
which  Brutus  gave — **  Because  wherever  he  goes  he 
carries  his  virtue  with  him."  There  is  a  certain 
bulky  volume  which  grows  daily,  and  the  title  of 
which  must,  I  think,  1^  Noetee  GaUica,  There  you 
may  perhaps  one  dav  or  other  see  a  dissertation 
upon  this  subject ;  and  to  return  you  threatening  for 
threatening,  you  shall  be  forced  to  read  it  out, 
though  you  yawn  from  the  first  to  the  last  page. 

The  word  Ireland  was  struck  out  of  the  paper  you 
mention ;  that  is  to  satisfy  your  curiosity,  and  to 
kindle  it  anew  I  will  tell  you  that  this  anecdote, 
which  I  know  not  how  you  came  by,  is  neither  the 
only  one  nor  the  most  considerable  one  of  the  same 
kind.  The  person  you  are  so  inquisitive  about*  re- 
turns into  England  at  the  end  of  October.  She  has 
so  great  a  mind  to  see  you  that  I  am  not  sure  she 
will  not  undertake  a  journey  to  Dublin.  It  is  not 
BO  far  from  London  to  Dublin  as  from  Spain  to 
Padua ;  and  you  are  as  well  worth  seeing  as  Livy. 
But  I  would  much  rather  you  would  leave  the 
humid  climate  and  the  dull  companv,  in  which,  ac- 
cording to  your  account,  a  man  might  grow  old  be- 
tween twenty  and  thirty.  Set  your  foot  on  the  con- 
tinent ;  I  dare  promise  that  you  will,  in  a  fortnight, 
have  gone  back  the  ten  years  you  lament  so  muchp 
and  l^  returned  to  that  age  at  which  I  left  you. 
With  what  pleasure  should  I  hear  you 

Inter  vlna  fugam  Stella  misrcre  protems  ? 

Adieu. 

FROM  EDWARD  RARL  OF  OXFORD. 

Wimple,  November  S.  17S4. 
Good  Mr.  Dean, — ^There  has  nothing  of  late  given 
me  so  much  real  trouble  and  uneasiness  as  my 
having  so  long  deferred  writing  to  you,  to  make  my 
acknowledgments  for  your  most  kind  letter,  and  to 
assure  you  that  I  took  every  part  of  your  obliging 
letter  in  the  manner  you  would  wish  me  to  do  :  I 
must  say  that  amid  my  grief  and  concern  it  gave  me 
a  secret  pleasure  to  find  that  I  was  thought  of  by 
you ;  and  what  was  a  greater  addition,  that  you  stiU 
retained  the  same  thoughts  and  sentiments  of  my 
dear  father,  and  that  you  had  not  laid  aside  the  de- 
sign you  once  entertained  of  transmitting  his  name 
and  story  to  posterity.  I  did  delay  writing  some 
time  because  I  was  in  great  hopes  I  should  have 
been  able  to  ha%e  given  you  a  much  more  satisfac- 
tory account  than  I  am  now  able  to  give,  notwith- 
standing the  scorch  I  have  made  in  answer  to  your 
question  **  if  he  had  left  any  memoirs  behind  him ;" 

•  Hi«  lonltliiyt  wcofiMl  wife  waa  a  Fnmdi  lady,  sod  niece  to 
tlio  celebrated  Madaiiic  do  Muiulenou. 
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I  suppose  you  mean  in  relation  to  himself.  I  have 
not  been  able  to  find  any  among  his  papers  in  town* 
This,  with  some  other  affairs,  drew  the  time  into  the 
length  it  is ;  but  I  assure  you,  if  I  have  the  satisfac- 
tion to  hear  from  you  again  (as  I  hope  I  shall),  I 
will  be  more  punctual  in  my  returns ;  for  I  will 
allow  nobody  to  value  and  esteem  you  more  than 
I  do. 

There  is  certainly  a  rery  great  number  of  mate- 
rials for  a  history,  a  vast  collection  of  letters  and 
other  papers ;  a  great  deal  may  be  supplied  else- 
where ;  but  give  me  leave  to  say  that  if  you  do  not 
come  into  England  nothing  can  be  done ;  it  will  not 
be  possible  to  do  anything  to  purpose.  Without 
this  view  there  would  be  nobody  more  welcome  to 
me  than  yourself;  you  should  live  in  your  own  way, 
and  do  Just  what  was  most  agreeable  to  you ;  I  have 
houses  enough,  you  shall  take  your  choice  :  1  must 
with  earnestness  repeat  it  to  you  again  that  I  beg 
you  will  think  of  this  matter  seriously. 

As  to  what  you  mention  of  the  picture,  I  have 
often  heard  my  father  say  that  he  did  design  to  sit 
for  you,  but  did  not:  I  shall  certainly  t«ke  care  that 
you  shall  have  a  picture,  and  a  good  one  :  pray  let 
me  know  what  size  you  would  have  it  of;  if  you  de- 
sign it  should  fit  any  particular  place  you  must  send 
me  the  exact  measure  of  the  place. 

Your  sister  [lady  Oxford],  as  you  used  to  call  her, 
is  much  your  servant ;  she  has  been  at  the  Bath  for 
some  time ;  she  is  better  than  when  she  went.  I 
suppose  you  hear  sometimes  from  our  friend  Mr. 
Pope :  he  has  taken  another  voyage  into  Homer- 
land,*  as  Gay  calls  it ;  I  wish  he  may  make  an  ad- 
vantageous voyage  of  it. 

I  doubt  you  will  say  that  since  I  was  so  long  be- 
fore I  began  to  write  that  now  I  have  begun  I  do 
not  know  when  to  end ;  I  will  therefore  tell  you 
that  I  am,  with  great  truth,  sir,  your  most  obedient 
humble  servant,  Oxford. 

I  desire  your  acceptance  of  a  ring,  a  small  remem- 
brance of  my  faUier.     How  shall  I  send  it  you  1 

FROM  A  QUAKER.t> 

When  thre*)  himdred  pounds  were  offered  for  taking  op  the 

drapier  in  1724. 

**  And  the  people  said  unto  Saul,  Shall  Jonathan 
die,  who  hath  wrought  this  great  salvation  in  Israel  1 
God  forbid  :  as  the  Lord  liveth,  there  shall  not  one 
hair  of  his  head  fall  to  the  ground ;  for  he  wrought 
with  God  this  day.  So  the  people  rescued  Jonathan 
that  he  died  not."c 


TO  DR.  SHERIDAN. 

Quilca,  Jannarv  85,  17SS. 
I  HAVE  a  packet  of  letters  which  I  intended  to  send 
by  Molly,  who  has  been  stopped  three  days  by  the 
bad  weather ;  but  now  I  will  send  them  by  the  post 
to-morrow  to  Kells,  and  enclosed  to  Mr.  Tickell ; 
there  is  one  to  you,  and  one  to  James  Stopford. 

I  can  do  no  work  this  terrible  weather,  which  has 
put  us  all  seventy  times  out  of  patience.  I  have  been 
deaf  nine  days,  and  am  now  pretty  well  recovered 
again. 

Pray  desire  Mr.  Stanton  and  Mr.  Worral  to  con- 
tinue giving  themselves  some  trouble  vnth  Mr.  Pratt ; 
but,  let  it  succeed  or  not,  1  hope  I  shall  be  easy. 

Mrs.  Johnson  swears  it  will  rain  till  Michaelmas. 
She  is  so  pleased  with  her  pickaxe  that  she  wears  it 
fastened  to  her  girdle  on  her  left  side,  in  balance 
with  her  watch.     The  lake  is  strangely  overflown, 

■  Translation  of  the  Odvney. 

^  Another  member  of  tnii  eodety  testified  his  great  esteem 
for  oar  author  in  a  more  substantial  manner  than  words.  See 
letter,  March  29.  17S4. 

•  I  Sam.  ziv.  45. 


and  we  are  desperate  about  turf,  being  forced  to  boy 
it  three  miles  off;  and  Mrs.  Johnson  (God  help  her!) 
gives  you  many  a  curse.  Tour  mason  is  come,  but 
cannot  yet  work  upon  your  garden.  Neither  can  i 
agree  with  him  about  the  great  walL  For  the  nti^ 
vide  the  letter  you  will  have  on  Monday,  if  Mr.  TickeU 
uses  you  well. 

The  news  of  this  country  is,  that  the  maid  joe 
sent  down,  John  Farelly's  sister,  is  married ;  but  the 
portion  and  settlement  are  yet  a  secret.  The  cvwi 
here  never  give  milk  on  Midsummer  eve. 

You  would  wonder  what  carking  and  caring  tbot 
is  among  us  for  small  beer  and  lean  mutton,  lad 
starved  lamb,  and  stoppiiuf  P^P*>  ^^^  driving  cattie 
from  the  com.  In  that  we  are  aIl-to-be-I>ingleye<L 

The  ladies*  room  smokes  ;  the  rain  drops  from  ibe 
skies  into  the  kitchen ;  our  servants  eat  and  dri&k 
like  the  devil,  and  pray  for  rain,  which  eutertaim 
them  at  cards  and  sleep ;  which  are  much  li^hier 
than  spades,  sledges,  and  crows.     Their  maxim  U, 

Eat  like  a  Turk. 

Sleep  Ilka  a  dormouse ; 
Be  last  at  work. 

At  victuals  fbremost. 

Which  is  all  at  present ;  hoping  yon  and  your  f^ood 
family  are  well,  as  we  are  all  at  this  present  writiof, 
&c. 

Bobin  has  just  carried  out  a  load  of  bread  aiui 
cold  meat  for  breakfast ;  this  is  their  way ;  but  now 
a  cloud  hangs  over  them,  for  fear  U  should  bold  op 
and  the  clouds  blow  off. 

I  write  on  till  Molly  comes  in  for  the  letter.  0, 
what  a  draggletail  wUl  she  be  before  she  get»  to 
Dublin !  I  wish  she  may  not  happen  to  &U  upon  bw 
back  by  the  way. 

I  affirm  against  Aristotle,  that  cold  and  rain  tos- 
gregate  homogenes,  for  they  gather  together  jou  ud 
your  crew,  at  whist,  punch,  and  claret.  Happy  wet- 
tber  for  Mrs.  Maul,  Betty,  and  Stopford,  and  »U  trw 
lovers  of  cards  and  laainess. 

THE  BLESSINGS  OF  A  CX)UMTRY  LIFE. 

Far  tgxna  oar  debtors. 
No  Dublin  letters. 
Not  seen  by  our  betters. 

THE  PLAGUES  OF  A  OOITNTRY  UFE. 

A  companion  with  news, 
A  great  want  of  shoes; 
Eat  lean  meat,  or  choose ; 
A  church  without  pew». 
Our  hones  astray. 
No  straw,  oats,  or  hay ; 
December  in  May, 
Our  boys  run  away. 
All  servants  at  play. 

Molly  sends  for  the  letter. 


TO  MRS.  PRATT. 
On  her  present  of  a  flre-screeo  adorned  with  rataitcd  wm^ 

Match  IB.  17>^ 
Madam,— Mrs.  Fitxmaurice  did  the  unkindest  thuK 
she  could  imagine ;  she  sends  an  open  note  b;  * 
servant  (for  she  was  too  much  a  prude  to  ^rite  n.t^ 
letter),  desiring  that  the  dean  of  St.  Patrick's  »hoati 
inquire  for  one  Howard,  master  of  a  ship^  who  bui 
brought  over  a  screen  to  him,  the  said  dean,  from 
Mrs.  Pratt.  Away  I  ran  to  the  custom-bo*, 
where  they  told  me  the  ship  was  expected  every  <i»j ; 
but  the  god  of  winds,  in  confederacy  with  Mrs.  Htt- 
maurice  to  teaze  me,  kept  the  ship  at  least  a  no&o 
longer,  and  left  me  miserable  in  a  state  of  inp*^ 
ence,  between  hope  and  fear,  worse  than  a  ltd}  »»*» 
is  in  pain  that  her  clothes  will  not  be  ready  9guaA 
the  birthday.  I  will  not  move  your  good  tMvn  b) 
representing  how  many  restless  nights  and  ds}i 
have  passed,  with  what  dreams  my  sleep  hath  be^'^ 


EPISTOLARY  CORRESPONDENCE. 


678 


difltiirbed,  where  I  sometimes  saw  the  ship  sinkinff, 
my  screen  floating  in  the  sea,  and  the  mermaids 
itrucgtiog  which  of  them  should  get  it  for  their  own 
Apanment  At  last  Medlycott,  whose  heart  in- 
dinei  him  to  pity  the  distressed,  gare  me  notice  of 
iti  nh  trriTsl;  he  interposed  his  authority,  and, 
oTemJing  the  tedious  forms  of  the  custom-house, 
•est  my  icreen  to  the  deanery,  where  it  was  imme- 
diately opened,  on  Tuesday  the  Idth  instant,  three 
Binatca  seren  seconds  after  four  o'clock  in  the  after- 
soon,  the  dsy  being  fidr  but  somewhat  windy,  the 
•un  in  Aries,  and  the  moon  within  thirty-nine  hours 
ei?bt  seconds  and  a  half  of  being  full ;  all  which  I 
had,  by  consulting  Ptolemy,  found  to  be  fortunate  in- 
eidenti,  prognosticating  that  with  due  care  my  screen 
will  escape  the  mops  of  the  housemaid  and  the 
^uy  hands  of  the  footmen. 

At  the  opening  the  screen  Just  after  dinner,  some 
company  of  both  sexes  were  present ;  the  ladies  were 
fnil  of  malice,  and  the  men  of  envy,  while  I  remained 
▼ery  affectedly  calm.  But  all  agreed  that  nothing 
•bowed  a  better  judgment  than  to  know  how  to 
make  a  proper  present,  and  that  no  present  could  be 
note  Judieioosly  chosen ;  for  no  man  in  this  kingdom 
wanted  a  screen  so  much  as  myself,  and  besides, 
anee  I  had  left  the  world,  it  waa  very  kind  to  send 
•♦  The  World"  to  me.  Howerer,  one  of  the  ladies 
affirmed  "  that  your  gift  was  an  open  reflection  upon 
nr  age ;  that  she  had  made  the  same  present  some 
time  ago  to  her  grandfiither ;  and  that  she  could  not 
ima^^e  how  any  of  her  sex  wound  send  a  screen  to 
»  )(entleman  wiUiout  a  design  to  insinuate  that  he 
vu  absolutely  un  homme  saru  oonM^quenee,**  For 
Djown  part,  I  confess  I  never  expected  to  be 
sheltered  by  the  world,  when  I  have  been  so  long 
endearoariog  to  shelter  myself  from  it. 

See  how  ill  you  bestow  your  favour,  where  you 
mfet  with  nothing  but  complaints  and  reproaches 
inttead  of  acknowledgments,  for  thinking,  in  the 
mid«t  of  courts  and  diyersions,  upon  an  absent  and 
iooignificant  man,  buried  in  obscurity:  but  I  know 
it  is  as  hard  to  give  thanks  as  to  take  them ;  there- 
fore 1  shall  say  no  more  than  that  I  receired  your 
in-eptable  present  just  as  I  am  sure  you  desire  I 
■^o'lld.  Though  I  cannot  sit  under  my  own  vine  or 
oy  own  8g*tree,  yet  I  will  sit  under  ray  own  screen 
ud  ble4s  the  giver;  but  I  cannot  promise  it  will 
kdd  one  jot  to  the  love  and  esteem  I  have  for  you,  be- 
^u«e  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  be  more  than  1  hare 
dwiys  been,  and  shall  ever  continue,  madam,  your 
aost  obedient  and  obliged  servant, 

JoNATHAM  Swift. 

I  just  observe  that  the  two  celestial  maps  are 
>Uced  at  the  bottom,  within  two  inches  of  the  ground, 
^ich  is  the  most  fashionable  circumstance  in  the 
•bole  work. 

I  aometimea  dine  in  a  third  place  with  your  stoic 
Wr.  Pratt ;  and  find  he  continues  in  health,  but  of 
ate  very  busy,  and  a  courtier. 

I  desire  to  present  my  most  humble  service  to  my 
idy  SsTUle. 

Mr.  Fitimauriee  dines  temperately  at  a  taTem ; 
nd  aometimea  with  clergymen,  for  want  of  better 
ompany. 

Mr.  Medlyoott  dines  with  me  erery  Sunday,  and 
'o«^  to  church  Like  anything. 

Mia.  Pitamauriee  is  left  desolate ;  I  reckoned  but 
Aee n  ladies  and  fiTe  gentlemen  the  other  night  in 
^r  play-room,  and  I  condoled  with  her  upon  it  It 
\  thought  she  vrill  fall  out  with  my  lady  Carteret  for 
rawing  away  her  company ;  but  at  present  they  are 
m  great,  aa  I  find  by  consulting  them  both. 

I  think  you  are  acquainted  with  lady  Wotteley ;  if 


so,  tell  her  how  angry  I  am  at  her  not  coming  to 
Ireland  as  1  expected,  and  was  told  she  was  actually 
landed :  whereupon,  being  at  that  time  confined  by 
a  deafness,  I  wrote  her  a  most  cavalier  letter,  which, 
being  brought  back,  I  tore  in  a  rage. 

Miss  Carteret  is  every  day  getting  new  magasinet 
of  arms,  to  destroy  all  England  upon  her  return. 

TO  LORD  CARTERET. 

Dcwnery-boaif,  April  17,  ITtft. 
Mt  Lord, — I  hare  been  so  long  afflicted  with  a  deaf- 
ness, and  at  present  with  a  giddiness  in  my  head, 
(both  old  distempers),  that  I  have  not  been  able  to 
attend  your  excellency  and  my  lady  Carteret,  as  my 
inclination  and  duty  oblige  me;  and  I  am  now 
hastening  into  the  country,  to  try  what  exercise  and 
better  air  will  do  toward  my  recovery.  Not  knowing 
how  long  I  may  be  absent,  or  how  soon  you  may  think 
fit  to  leaTe  this  kingdom,  I  take  this  occasion  of  re- 
turning your  exceUency  and  my  lady  Carteret  my 
most  humble  acknowledgments  for  your  great  civil- 
ities toward  me,  which  I  wiah  it  were  in  my  power 
to  deserve. 

I  hare  only  one  humble  request  to  make  to  your 
excellency,  which  I  had  in  my  heart  erer  since  you 
were  nominated  lord-lieutenant ;  and  it  is  in  favour 
of  Mr.  Sheridan.  I  beg  you  will  take  your  time  for 
beatowing  on  him  some  church  living  to  the  Talue 
of  160/.  per  annum.  He  is  agreed  on  ail  handa  to 
haTe  done  more  public  service,  by  many  degrees,  in 
the  education  of  lads,  than  any  five  of  his  vocation, 
and  has  much  more  leammg  than  usually  falls  to  the 
share  of  those  who  profess  teaching,  being  perfectiy 
skilled  in  the  Greek  as  well  as  Latin  tongue,  and 
acquainted  with  all  the  ancient  writers,  in  poetry, 
philosophy,  and  history.  He  is  a  man  of  good  sense, 
modesty,  and  Tirtue.  His  greatest  fault  is  a  wife 
and  four  children ;  for  which  there  is  no  excuse,  but 
that  a  wife  it  thought  necessary  to  a  schoolmaster. 
His  constitution  is  so  weak  that  in  a  few  years  he 
must  give  up  his  business ;  and  probably  must  starve 
without  some  preferment,  for  which  he  is  an  ill  soli- 
citor. My  lord  bishop  of  Elphin  has  promised  to 
recommend  this  request  to  your  excellency.  And  I 
hope  you  will  please  to  believe  that  it  proceeds 
wholly  from  Justice  and  humanity,  for  he  is  neither 
a  dependant  nor  relation  of  mine. 

I  humbly  take  my  leave ;  and  remain  with  the 
utmost  respect,  my  lord,  6tc.      Johathan  Swift. 

TO  DR.  SHERIDAN. 

Quilea,  June  iS.  ITSft. 
Tou  run  out  of  your  time  so  merrily,  that  you  are 
forced  to  anticipate  it  like  a  young  heir  that  spends 
his  fortune  faster  than  it  comes  in ;  for  your  letter  is 
dated  to-morrow,  June  20,  and  God  knows  when  it 
was  writ,  or  what  Saturday  you  mean,  but  I  suppose 
it  is  the  next,  and  therefore  your  own  mare,  and  Dr. 
Swift's  horse  or  mare,  or  some  other  horse  or  mare, 
with  your  own  mare  aforesaid,  shall  set  out  on  Wed- 
nesday next,  which  will  be  June  30,  and  so  they  will 
have  two  nightt'  rest  if  you  begin  your  journey  on 
Saturday.  You  are  an  unlucky  devil  to  get  a  living* 
the  furthest  in  the  kingdom  from  Quilca.  If  it  be 
worth  200/.  a-year,  my  lord-lieutenant  has  but  barely 
kept  his  word,  for  the  other  fifty  must  go  in  a  curate 
and  visitation  charges,  and  poxes,  proxies  I  mean.  If 
you  are  under  the  bishop  of  Cork,^  he  is  a  capricious 
gentleman;  but  you  must  flatter  him  monstrously 
upon  his  learning  and  his  writings ;  that  you  hare 
read  his  book  against  Toland  a  hundred  times,  and 
his  sermons  (if  he  has  printed  any)  have  been  always 

■  In  Ihs  county  of  Cork.        ^  Dr.  Prlsr  Brown. 
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your  model,  &c.  Be  not  disappointed  if  your  iiTing 
doei  not  answer  the  sum.  Get  letters  of  recom- 
mendation to  the  bishop  and  principal  elei^,  and 
to  your  neighbouring  parson  or  parsons  particularly. 
I  often  advised  you  to  get  some  knowledge  of  tithes 
and  church  livings.  You  must  learn  the  extent  of 
your  parish,  the  general  quantity  of  arable  land  and 
pasture  in  your  parish,  the  common  rate  of  tithes  for 
an  acre  of  the  several  sorts  of  com,  and  of  fleeces 
and  lambs,  and  to  see  whether  you  have  any  glebe. 
Pray  act  like  a  man  of  this  world.  I  doubt,  being 
so  far  off,  you  must  not  let  your  living  as  I  do,  to  the 
several  farmers,  but  to  one  man ;  but  by  all  means 
do  not  let  it  for  more  than  one  year,  till  you  are  surely 
apprised  of  the  real  worth  ;  and  even  then  never  let 
it  for  above  three.  Pray  take  my  advice  for  once, 
and  be  very  busy  while  you  are  there.  It  is  one 
good  circumstance  that  you  got  such  a  living  in  a 
convenient  time,  and  just  when  tithes  are  fit  to  be 
let ;  only  wool  and  lamb  are  due  in  spring,  or  perhaps 
belong  to  the  late  incumbent.  You  may  learn  all 
on  the  spot,  and  your  neighbouring  parsons  may  be 
very  useful  if  they  please,  but  do  not  let  them  be 
your  tenants.  Advise  vrith  archdeacon  Wall,  but  do 
not  follow  him  in  all  things.  Take  care  of  the  prin- 
cipal squire  or  squires,  they  will  all  tell  you  the 
worst  of  your  living :  so  will  the  proctors  and  tithe- 
jobbers;  but  you  will  pick  out  truth  from  among 
them.  Pray  show  yourself  a  man  of  abilities.  After 
all,  I  am  but  a  weak  brother  myself ;  perhaps  some 
clergy  in  Dublin  who  know  that  country  will  further 
inform  you.  Mr.  Townshend  of  Cork  will  do  you 
any  good  offices  on  my  account  without  any  letter. 
Take  the  oaths  heartily  to  the  powers  that  be,  and 
remember  that  party  was  not  made  for  depending 
puppies.  I  forgot  one  principal  thing,  to  take  care 
of  going  regularly  through  all  the  forms  of  oaths  and 
inductions  ;  for  the  least  wrong  step  will  put  you  to 
the  trouble  of  repassing  your  patent,  or  voiding  your 
living. 


TO  DR.  SHERIDAN. 

Quilca.  June  29.  1725. 
I  WROTE  to  you  yesterday,  and  said  as  many  things  as 
I  could  then  think  on,  and  gave  it  to  a  boy  of  Kellg  who 
brought  me  yours.  It  is  strange  that  1  and  Stella, 
and  Mrs.  Mackfadin,*  should  light  on  the  same 
thought  to  advise  you  to  make  a  great  appearance  of 
temperance  while  you  are  abroad.  But  Mrs.  Johnson 
and  I  go  further,  and  say  you  must  needs  observe  all 
grave  forms,  fur  the  want  of  which  both  you  and  1  have 
suffered.  On  supposal  that  you  are  under  the  bishop 
of  Cork,  I  send  you  a  letter  enclosed  to  him,  which  I 
desire  you  will  seal.  Mrs.  Johnson  put  me  in  mind 
to  caution  you  not  to  drink  or  pledge  any  health  in 
his  company,  for  you  know  his  weak  side  in  that  mat- 
ter.** I  hope  Mr.  Tickell  has  not  complimented  you 
with  what  fees  are  due  to  him  fur  your  patent ;  I  wish 
you  would  say  to  him  (if  he  refuses  them)  that  I  told 
you  it  was  Mr.  Addison  s  maxim  to  excuse  nobody ; 
for  here,  says  he,  1  may  have  forty  friends  whose  fees 
may  he  two  guineas  apiece;  tiieu  I  lose  eighty  gui- 
neas, and  my  friends  save  but  two  apiece. 

I  must  tell  you,  Dan  Jackson  ruined  his  living  by 
huddling  over  the  first  year,  and  then  hoping  to  mend 
it  the  next ;  therefore  pray  take  all  the  care  you  can  to 
inquire  into  the  value,  and  set  it  at  the  best  rate  to  sub- 
stantial people. 

I  know  not  whether  you  are  under  the  bishop  of 
Cork  or  not :  if  not,  you  may  bum  the  letter. 

I  must  desire  that  you  will  not  think  of  enlarging 

■  Mrs.  Maefailia  was  mother  to  Dr.  Sheridan's  wife, 
b  He  wrote  a  pamphlet  aKainat  drinking  lo  the  memory  of 
the  dead. 


Toiir  expenses,  no  not  for  some  years  to  come,  nurh 
less  at  present;  but  rather  retrench  tiiem.  You 
might  have  lain  destitute  till  Antichrist  came,  for 
anything  you  could  have  got  from  those  yoo  used  to 
treat ;  neither  let  me  hear  of  one  rag  of  beUer  ckitha 
for  yotur  wife  or  brats,  but  rather  plainer  than  rr«r. 
This  is  positively  Stella's  advice  as  well  as  mhic.  Shr 
says  now  you  need  not  be  ashamed  to  be  thought  yua 

We  compute  you  caimot  be  less  tiian  thirty  dtn 
absent ;  and  pray  do  not  employ  your  time  in  \tS\\K 
a-bed  till  noon  to  read  Homer,  but  mind  your  bosinai 
effectually :  and  we  think  you  ongfat  to  hare  » 
breaking  up  this  August:  but  affect  to  adhere  to  T«ni 
school  closer  than  ever;  because  yon  will  find  ^ 
your  ill-wishers  will  give  out  you  are  now  goin^  u 
quit  your  school,  since  you  have  got  preferment,  ftc 

Pray  send  me  a  large  bundle  of  exercises,  gou)  o 
well  as  bad,  for  1  want  something  to  read. 

I  would  have  you  carry  down  three  or  four  lemion. 
and  preach  every  Sunday  at  your  own  church,  sod  iv 
very  devout 

I  sent  you  in  my  last  a  bill  of  twenty  pounds  oo  Mi. 
Worral ;  I  hope  you  have  receii^ed  it. 

Pray  remember  to  leave  the  pamphlet  with  W(v- 
ral^  and  give  him  directions,  unless  you  have  settled  it 
already  some  other  way.  You  know  it  must  come  oat 
just  when  the  parliament  meets. 

Keep  these  letters  where  I  advise  you  aboatrixu 
living,  till  you  have  taken  advice. 

Keep  very  regular  hours  for  the  sake  of  your  hesl'i 
and  credit ;  and  wherever  you  lie  a  night  within  twraty 
miles  of  your  living,  be  sure  call  the  family  that  e*  a- 
ing  to  prayers. 

I  desire  you  will  wet  no  commission  with  yoar  ^^i 
crew,  nor  with  any  but  those  who  belriend  you,  as  Mr. 
Tickell,  &c.  Jonathan  Svirr. 

TO  LORD  CARTQIET. 

Joly  3. 1^ 
Mr  Lord, — I  am  obliged  to  return  your  eiodl«iKT 
my  most  humble  thanks  for  your  favour  to  Mr.  Si^n- 
dajOf  because  when  I  recommended  him  to  ywi  1 1^ 
ceived  a  very  gracious  answer ;  and  yet  1  am  sensiLl* 
that  your  chief  motive  to  make  some  provisioo  for  bn^ 
was,  what  became  a  great  and  good  person,  yoar  d:«- 
tinguishing  him  as  a  man  of  learning,  and  one  vbi 
doerved  encouragement  on  account  of  hi«  rmJ 
diligence  and  success  in  a  most  laborious  and  dlfliruii 
employment  [a  schoolmaster] . 

Since  your  excellency  has  had  an  opportnnirr  *i' 
early  in  your  government  of  gratifying  yaurfiiirli^ 
dependants  by  a  bishopric  and  the  best  deanery  iu  vn 
kingdom  [Downl,  I  cannot  but  hope  that  the  c\m} 
of  Ireland  will  have  their  share  in  jour  patnsio^ 
There  is  hardly  a  gentleman  in  the  nation  vhi>  W 
not  a  near  alliance  witli  some  of  that  body ;  sod  ms^ 
of  them  who  have  sons  usually  breed  one  of  them  ^ 
the  church;  altkongh  they  have  been  of  Iste  jnn 
much  discouraged  and  discontented  by  seeing  strasfa* 
to  the  country  almost  perpetually  taken  into  d^ 
greatest  ecclesiastical  preferments ;  and  too  ofWn,  ivdff 
governors  very  different  from  your  excelleocf,  ^ 
choice  of  persons  was  not  to  he  accounted  Aw  dthn  c> 
pnideiice  or  justice. 

The  misfortune  of  having  bishops  perpetually  f^ 
England,  as  it  must  needs  quench  the  spirit  of  emoit- 
tion  among  us  to  excel  in  learning  and  the  study  ipf  ^  - 
vinity,  so  it  produces  anoth«  great  disconragnan^^- 
that  those  prelates  usually  dntw  after  thtm  colonies  ni 
sons,  nephews,  cousins,  or  old  college  eorapanioos.  ^> 
whom  they  bestow  die  best  preferments  in  their  rii^ : 
and  thus  the  young  men  sent  into  the  ebureh  from  tfcr 
university  here  have  no  better  prospect  than  is  ^ 
curates  or  small  country  vican  forlif& 
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It  will  become  m  excellent  a  governor  es  you  a 
little  to  moderate  this  great  partiality ;  wherein  at  you 
will  act  with  justice  and  reaeon,  lo  yuu  will  gain  the 
ttualt  and  prayers  of  the  whole  nation,  and  take  away 
one  great  cauee  of  universal  discontent  For  I  believe 
TOUT  excelkncy  will  agree  that  there  ii  not  another 
iiugduni  in  Europe  where  the  natives  (even  those  de- 
Kended  from  the  conquerors)  have  been  treated  as  if 
tW/  were  almost  unqualified  for  any  employment 
either  in  church  or  staie. 

Vour  excellency,  when  I  had  the  honour  to  attend 
jTMu,  was  pleased  to  let  me  name  some  clergymen  who 
are  generally  undcntood  by  their  brethien  to  be  the 
oust  distinguished  for  their  learning  and  piety.  I 
rrmember  (he  persons  were,  Dr.  DeUny,  Dr.  Ward  of 
the  north,  Mr.  Ecklin,  Mr.  Synge  of  Dublin,  and  Mr. 
Cjrbet ;  they  were  named  by  me  without  any  regard 
to  friendship,  having  little  commerce  with  most  of 
them,  but  only  the  universal  character  they  bear :  this 
VM  the  methcNi  I  always  took  with  my  lord  Oxford  at 
hti  own  command,  who  was  pleased  to  believe  that  I 
would  not  be  swayed  by  any  private  affsctions,  and 
coufeoed  I  never  deceived  him ;  for  I  always  dealt 
opnily  when  I  offered  anything  in  behalf  of  a  friend, 
which  was  but  seldom :  because  in  that  case  I  gene- 
rally made  use  of  the  common  method  at  court  to 
«>licit  by  another. 

1  ihall  say  nothing  of  the  young  men  among  the 
clngy,  of  whom  the  three  hopefuUest  are  said  to  be 
Hr.  Stopford,  Mr.  King,  and  Mr.  Dobbs,  all  fellows 
of  the  college,  of  whom  I  am  only  acquainted  with  the 
fint.  But  these  are  not  likdy  to  be  great  expecters 
ander  your  excellency's  administzation,  acconiing  to 
tW  uioal  period  of  governors  here. 

If  I  bare  dealt  honestly  in  representing  such  persons 
among  the  clergy  as  are  generally  allowed  to  have  the 
BMMt  merit,  I  think  I  have  done  you  a  service,  and  am 
•uie  I  have  made  you  a  great  compliment,  by  dis- 
tinguishing you  from  most  great  men  I  have  known 
these  thirty  years  past;  whom  I  have  always  ob- 
iffved  to  act  as  if  they  never  received  a  true 
eksitder,  nor  had  any  value  for  the  best ;  and  con- 
wqueotly  dispensed  their  favours  without  the  least 
'*svd  to  abilities  or  virtue.  And  this  deftct  I  have 
oftn  found  among  those  from  whom  I  least  ex- 
pitted  it 

That  your  ezeellency  may  long  live  a  blessing  and 
o^iumeot  to  your  country,  by  pursuing  as  you  have 
bithnto  done  the  steps  oif  honour  and  virtue,  is  the 
JBMt  earnest  wish  and  prayer  c^,  my  lord,  your  excel- 
my'$  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

Jonathan  Swift. 


TO  THE  REV.  MR.  WORRALL. 

QftUea,  July  It.  17SS. 
>  B4VI  reeaved  your  letter,  and  thank  yon  heartily 
^^  it.  I  know  not  anybody  except  yourself  who 
eoild  have  been  at  so  much  trouble  to  assist  me«  and 
vbo  could  have  so  good  sucosss,  which  I  take  as 
|[indl]r  as  if  you  had  saved  me  from  utter  ruin ;  al* 
vough  1  have  witnesses  that  I  acted  with  indiffeiency 
'^^  when  I  was  sure  I  was  not  worth  a  groat 
^««>des  my  goods.  There  appears  to  be  only  100/. 
'""•hiing  according  to  my  aocount  (except  this  last 
qosncr),  and  if  I  lose  it  it  is  a  trifle  in  comparison  of 
«htt  you  have  recovered  for  me.  I  think  Mr.  Pmtt 
^  acted  very  generously,  and  like  a  true  friend,  as  I 
^wsyt  took  him  to  he ;  and  I  have  likewise  good  wit- 
'^^  to  swear  that  I  was  more  concenied  at  his 
niffortuoct  than  my  own.  And  so  repeating  my 
^'^  to  you,  but  not  able  to  express  them  as  I  ought, 
:  "*^1  tty  no  more  on  thb  subject^  only  that  you  may 
*^uite  whsM  the  money  may  be  safely  put  out  at  6/. 


per  cent.  I  beg  pardon  diat  I  did  not  compute  the 
interest  of  sir  William  Fowiies  s  money,  which  reduces 
what  is  due  to  me  about  59/L  All  of  consequence  is 
my  note  to  him  for  100/. 

I  gave  over  all  hopes  of  my  hay  as  much  as  I  did 
of  my  money ;  for  1  reckoned  the  weather  had  ruined 
it^  but  your  good  management  can  conquer  the 
weather.  But  Charles  Grattan,  the  critic,  says  the 
cocks  are  too  large,  considering  the  bad  weather, 
and  that  there  is  danger  they  may  heat.  Vou  know 
best 

Mrs.  Johnson  says  you  are  an  ill  manager ;  for  you 
have  lost  me  above  300  apples,  and  only  saved  me 
1200/. 

Do  not  tell  me  of  difficulties  how  to  keep  the 
from  the  wall-fruit*  You  have  got  so  ilPa  reputation 
by  getting  my  money,  that  I  can  take  no  excuse ; 
and  I  wul  have  the  thing  eflectually  done^  though  it 
should  cost  me  ten  groats.  Pray  let  the  ground  be 
levelled  as  you  please,  as  it  must  likewise  he  new 
dunged,  as  good  husbandry  requires ;  friend  Ellis  will 
assist  you. 

I  am  quite  undone  by  the  knavery  of  Sheriff  and 
White,  and  all  you  have  done  for  me  with  Mr.  Pratt 
signifies  nothing  if  I  must  lose  10/L 

I  had  vour  letter  about  Mrs.  Johnson  s  mooer,  and 
she  thanks  you  for  your  care ;  and  says,  considering 
her  poverty,  you  have  done  as  much  for  her  as  for  me. 
But  I  thought  my  letter  to  you  was  enough,  without  a 
letter  of  attorney;  for  all  money  matters  I  am  the 
greatest  cully  alive. 

Little  good  may  do  you  with  your  iavourable 
weather ;  we  have  had  but  five  good  days  these  twelve 
weeks. 

The  ladies  are  pretty  well ;  but  Mis.  Johnson,  after 
a  fortnight's  great  amendment,  had  yesterday  a  very 
bad  day ;  she  u  now  much  better.  They  both  present 
their  humble  service  to  Mrs.  Worrall,  and  so  do  I,  and 
am  ever  yours,  &c. 

Jo.,^  who  brings  you  this,  desired  me  to  lend  him 
20/.,  which  I  very  prudently  refused ;  but  said,  if  he 
would  leave  the  worth  of  it  in  soap  and  candles  in  the 
Deanery-house,  Mrs.  Brent  viewing  them,  I  would  em« 
power  you,  as  I  do  hereby,  to  pay  him  20/.  and  place 
it  to  my  account  Jonathan  Swift. 

Pray  desire  Mrs.  Brent  to  have  ready  a  hogshead  of 
bottles,  packed  up  as  usual,  of  the  same  wine  with  the 
last  she  sent,  and  the  next  carrier  shall  have  orders 
to  call  for  it. 

Let  Mrs.  Brent  take  out  what  candles  or  soap  are  ne- 
cessary for  the  ladies,  and  only  as  much  as  will 
empty  two  of  the  boxes,  that  Jo.  may  have  them  ;  I 
mean  out  of  thoee  boxes  which  he  is  to  leave  at  the 
deanery  for  my  security  for  the  20/.  which  he  is  to 
receive  from  you. 


FROM  LORD  BOLINOBROKE. 

Londna.  Jaly  M,  1TS&. 
Mb.  Ford  will  tell  you  how  I  do  ami  what  I  do. 
Tired  with  suspense,  the  only  insupportable  misfortune 
of  life,  I  desired,  after  nine  years  or  autumnal  promises 
and  vernal  excuses,  a  decision ;  and  very  little  cared 
what  that  decision  was,  provided  it  left  me  at  liberty  to 
settle  abroad,  or  put  me  on  a  foot  of  living  agreeably  at 
home.  The  wisdom  of  the  nation  has  thought  fit,  in- 
stead of  granting  so  reasonable  a  reouest,  to  pass  an  act, 
which,  fixing  my  fortune  unalterably  to  this  country, 
fixes  my  person  here  also :  and  those  who  had  theleast 
mind  to  see  me  in  England  have  made  it  impossible 
for  me  to  live  anywhere  else.  Here  I  am  then,  two- 
thirds  restored,  my  peison  safe  (unless  1  meet  hereafter 

*  In  Naboth's  viaeyaid. 

^  Mr.  Reaamonl.  aa  emiaeot  tallov'chsadler  si  Trim. 
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your  model*  &c.  Be  not  disappointed  if  your  iiTing 
doei  not  answer  the  sum.  Get  letters  of  recom- 
mendation  to  the  bishop  and  principal  clei^,  and 
to  your  neighbouring  parson  or  parsons  particularly. 
I  often  advised  you  to  get  some  knowledge  of  tithes 
and  church  livings.  You  must  learn  the  extent  of 
your  parish,  the  general  quantity  of  arable  land  and 
pasture  in  your  parish,  the  common  rate  of  tithes  for 
an  acre  of  the  several  sorts  of  corn,  and  of  fleeces 
and  lambs,  and  to  see  whether  you  have  any  glebe. 
Pray  act  like  a  man  of  this  world.  I  doubt,  being 
so  fiur  off,  you  must  not  let  your  living  as  I  do,  to  the 
several  farmers,  but  to  one  man ;  but  by  all  means 
do  not  let  it  for  more  than  one  year,  till  you  are  surely 
apprised  of  the  real  worth  ;  and  even  then  never  let 
it  for  above  three.  Pray  take  my  advice  for  once, 
and  be  very  busy  while  you  are  there.  It  is  one 
good  circumstance  that  you  got  such  a  living  in  a 
convenient  time,  and  Just  when  tithes  are  fit  to  be 
let ;  only  wool  and  lamb  are  due  in  spring,  or  perhaps 
belong  to  the  late  incumbent.  You  may  learn  all 
on  the  spot,  and  your  neighbouring  parsons  may  be 
very  useful  if  they  please,  but  do  not  let  them  be 
your  tenants.  Advise  vrith  archdeacon  Wall,  but  do 
not  follow  him  in  all  things.  Take  care  of  the  prin- 
cipal squire  or  squires,  they  will  all  tell  you  the 
worst  of  your  living :  so  will  the  proctors  and  tithe- 
jobbers;  but  you  will  pick  out  truth  from  among 
them.  Pray  show  yourself  a  man  of  abilities.  After 
all,  I  am  but  a  weak  brother  myself ;  perhaps  some 
clergy  in  Dublin  who  know  that  country  will  further 
inform  you.  Mr.  Townshend  of  Cork  will  do  you 
any  good  offices  on  my  account  without  any  letter. 
Take  the  oaths  heartily  to  the  powers  that  be,  and 
remember  that  party  was  not  made  for  depending 
puppies.  I  foigot  one  principal  thing,  to  take  care 
of  going  regularly  through  all  the  forms  of  oaths  and 
inductions ;  for  the  least  wrong  step  will  put  you  to 
the  trouble  of  repassing  your  patent,  or  voiding  your 
living. 


TO  DR.  SHERIDAN. 

9uilca.  Juns  29.  178A. 
I  WROTE  to  yon  yesterday,  and  said  as  many  things  as 
I  could  then  thiuk  oo,  and  gave  it  to  a  boy  of  Kells  who 
brought  me  yours.  It  is  strange  that  I  and  Stella, 
and  Mrs.  Mackfadin,'  should  light  on  the  same 
thought  to  advise  you  to  make  a  great  appearance  of 
temperance  while  you  are  abroad.  But  Mrs.  Johnson 
and  I  go  further,  and  say  you  must  needs  observe  all 
grave  forms,  for  the  want  of  which  both  you  and  I  have 
suffered.  On  supposal  that  you  are  under  the  bishop 
of  Cork,  I  send  you  a  letter  enclosed  to  him,  which  I 
desire  you  will  seal.  Mrs.  Johnson  put  me  in  mind 
to  caution  you  not  to  drink  or  pledge  any  health  in 
his  company,  for  you  know  his  weak  side  in  tliat  mat> 
ter.'*  1  hope  Mr.  Tickell  has  not  complimented  you 
with  what  fees  are  due  tn  him  for  your  patent ;  I  wish 
you  would  say  to  him  (if  he  refutes  them)  that  I  told 
you  it  was  Mr.  Addison  s  maxim  to  excuse  nobody ; 
tn  here,  says  he,  I  may  have  forty  friends  whose  fees 
may  he  two  guineas  apiece;  theu  I  lose  eighty  gui- 
neas, and  my  friends  save  but  two  apiece. 

I  most  tell  you,  Dan  Jackson  ruined  his  living  by 
huddling  over  the  first  year,  and  then  hoping  to  mend 
it  the  next ;  therefore  pray  take  all  the  care  you  can  to 
inquire  into  the  value,  and  set  it  at  the  best  rate  to  sub- 
stantial people. 

1  know  not  whether  you  are  under  the  bishop  of 
Cork  or  not :  if  not,  you  may  bum  the  letter. 

I  must  desire  that  you  will  not  think  of  enlarging 

•  Mn.  Micfadia  was  mrtther  to  Dr.  8hnid«a*»  wife, 
b  He  wrote  a  pamphlet  ajfainat  drioking  lo  the  memory  of 
the  dead. 


your  expenses,  no  not  for  some  years  to  come,  idwa 
less  at  present;  but  rather  lebench  them.  Voi 
might  have  lain  destitute  till  Antichrist  came,  it 
anything  you  could  have  got  from  those  you  nvd  t> 
treat ;  nei&er  let  me  hear  of  one  rag  of  better  cIoCmi 
for  your  wife  or  brati,  but  rather  plainer  than  tri 
This  is  positively  Stella*s  advice  as  well  as  mine.  S}' 
says  now  yon  need  not  be  ashamed  to  be  thought  \*mi 

We  compote  you  cannot  be  less  than  diirrr  *ii>^ 
absent ;  and  pray  do  not  employ  your  time  iu  Inllrc 
a-bed  till  noon  to  read  Homer,  but  mind  your  borm 
effectually:  and  we  think  you  ought  to  liaie  w 
breaking  up  this  August:  but  affect  to  adhere  tt>  re 
school  closer  than  ever;  because  you  will  find  tU 
your  ill-wishers  will  give  out  you  are  now  goio;^* 
quit  your  school,  since  you  have  got  preferment.  &r 

Pray  send  me  a  large  bundle  of  exercises,  gwJ  v 
well  as  bad,  for  I  want  something  to  read. 

I  would  have  you  carry  down  three  or  four  temr* 
and  preach  every  Sunday  at  your  own  churchf  aoA  > 
very  devout 

I  sent  yon  in  my  last  a  bill  of  twenty  poondi  oo  Mr 
Woiral ;  I  hope  you  have  received  it. 

Pny  remember  to  leave  the  pamphlet  with  ^r> 
ral,  and  give  him  directions,  unlew  you  have  settlM  i 
already  some  other  way.  You  know  it  most  comr  ^ 
just  when  the  parliament  meets. 

Keep  these  letters  where  I  advise  yon  about  tx* 
living,  till  you  have  taken  advice. 

Keep  very  regular  hours  for  the  sake  of  your  bnh 
and  credit ;  and  wherever  yon  lie  a  night  within  tw^  -^ 
miles  of  your  living,  be  sure  call  the  family  that  e^n 
iug  to  prayers. 

I  desire  you  will  wet  no  commission  with  voar  *: 
crew,  nor  with  any  but  those  who  befriend  you,  as  M* 
Tickell,  &c.  Jonathan  Swift 

TO  LORD  CARTERET. 

Joly  S.  rft 
Mr  Lord, — I  am  obliged  to  return  your  eicellArT 
my  most  humble  thanks  for  your  favour  to  Mr.  Sttr' 
dan,  because  when  I  recommended  him  to  yuu  I  f 
ceived  a  very  gracious  answer ;  and  yet  I  am  teu^  ^ 
that  your  chief  motive  to  make  some  provision  for  t  ' 
was,  what  became  a  great  and  good  person,  yoor  t  • 
tinguishiog  him  as  a  man  of  learning,  and  one  r 
deserved  encouragement    on    account    of   his  r*- 
diligence  and  success  in  a  roost  laborious  aud  di&  i  > 
employment  [a  schoolmaster]. 

Since  your  excellency  has  had  an  oppormiti'^-  • 
eurly  in  your  government  of  gratifying  yoor  Eix^-''- 
dependant!  by  a  bishopric  aud  the  beet  deanerr  i  -  *  • 
kingdom  [Downl,  I  cannot  but  hope  that  the  vr:* 
of  Ireland  will  nave  their  share  in  jtyat  pati«»«* 
There  is  hardly  a  gentleman  in  the  nation  w\**^-» 
not  a  near  alliance  with  some  of  that  body  ;  and  s.^ 
of  them  who  have  sons  usually  breed  one  of  thca  t* 
the  church;  although  they  have  been  of  laie  n^'* 
much  discouraged  and  discontented  by  seeing  stnsf^ 
to  the  country  almost  perpetually  taken  tofc^  '" 
greatest  ecclesiastical  preferments ;  and  loo  ofWo.  ii»^ 
governors  very  different  from  your  exopUenrf  '* 
choice  of  persons  was  not  tn  be  accoonled  Har  cstbr 
pmdence  or  justice. 

Tlie  misfortune  of  having  bishops  perpetnally  ^^ 
England,  as  it  must  needs  quench  the  ifarit  of  f&«  • 
tion  among  us  to  excel  in  learning  and  the  moAy  *■ '  * 
vinity,  so  it  produces  another  great  diamuiaf<w  '• 
that  those  prelates  usually  draw  after  thm  oalaa-«  - 
sons,  nephews,  cousins,  or  old  college  csoipaiwi**  ^ 
whom  they  bestow  the  beet  prefermcnls  in  fheir  r* 
and  thus  the  young  men  sent  into  the  cbnr«b  fnn  >• ' 
university  here  have  no  better  praspeet  ihaa  t»  ** 
curates  or  small  oountzy  viean  for  Ulk 
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It  will  beeooM  to  czoeUcnt  a  governor  af  you  a 
Utile  to  moderate  this  great  partiality ;  wherein  at  you 
will  Act  with  justice  and  reaeoo,  lo  yuu  will  gain  the 
thankf  and  prayen  of  the  whole  nation,  and  take  away 
ootf  i^reat  cauee  of  universal  discontent.  For  I  believe 
Tour  exoelleocy  will  agree  that  there  is  not  another 
kiuj^dum  in  Europe  where  the  natives  (even  those  de- 
fended from  the  conqueron)  have  been  treated  as  if 
tbrj  were  almost  unqualified  for  any  employment 
either  in  church  or  state. 

Vour  excellency,  when  I  had  the  honour  to  attend 
jyAi,  was  pleased  to  let  me  name  some  clergymen  who 
urfteneully  understood  by  their  brethren  to  be  the 
Ew»t  distinguished  for  their  learning  and  piety.  I 
remember  the  persons  were,  Dr.  Delany,  Dr.  Ward  of 
IW  north,  Hr.  Ecklln,  Mr.  Synge  of  Dublin,  and  Mr. 
C  irbet ;  they  were  named  by  me  without  any  regard 
b  frieadthip,  having  little  commerce  with  most  of 
thrm.  but  only  the  universal  character  they  bear:  this 
SM  the  methml  I  always  took  with  my  lord  Oxford  at 
tiU  own  command,  who  was  pleased  to  believe  that  I 
■  Niid  not  be  swayed  by  any  private  affections,  and 
r,nitmed  I  never  deceived  him ;  for  I  always  dealt 
mly  when  I  offered  anything  in  behalf  of  a  friend, 
rhich  was  but  seldom :  because  in  that  case  I  gene- 
ally  made  use  of  the  common  method  at  court  to 
idicit  by  another. 

I  thall  say  nothing  of  the  young  men  among  the 
iffvy.  uf  whom  the  three  hopefuUest  are  said  to  be 
Kf .  Siopfofd,  Mr.  King,  and  Mr.  Dobbe,  all  fellows 
^(ike  college,  of  whom  I  am  only  acquainted  with  the 
Ibl  But  these  are  not  likdy  to  be  great  expecten 
■drr  your  excellency  s  administiatioii,  aceonling  to 
U  unul  period  of  goveroon  here. 

U I  have  dealt  honestly  in  representing  each  persons 
oihTOf  the  clergy  as  are  generauy  allowed  to  have  the 
■art  merit,  1  thank  I  have  done  you  a  service,  and  am 
9n  I  have  made  you  a  great  compliment,  by  di^- 
ttriuhing  you  from  most  great  men  I  have  known 
^m  thirty  yeaa  past;  whom  I  have  always  ob- 
■vcd  to  act  as  if  they  never  received  a  true 
iksractsr,  nor  had  any  value  for  the  best ;  and  con* 
^qmtly  dispensed  tbeir  favours  without  the  least 
(|tr4  to  abilities  or  virtue.  And  this  deftct  I  have 
^  Iband   among  those  from  whom  I  least  ex- 

That  your  exeelleney  may  long  live  a  blessing  and 
■Mmeirt  to  your  country,  by  pursuing  as  you  have 
itimto  dooe  the  steps  of  hosaour  and  virtue,  is  the 
tut  earnest  wish  and  prayer  of,  my  lord,  your  excel- 
tocy't  most  obedieDt  and  most  humble  servant, 

Jonathan  Swift. 


TO  THE  REV.  ME.  WORRA.LL. 

Quileft,  July  It.  1T». 
s%«i  received  your  letter,  and  thank  you  heartily 
«  iL  1  know  not  anybody  ezeept  yourself  w^ 
>add  have  been  at  so  much  trouble  to  assist  me,  and 
^  could  have  so  good  sncoess,  which  I  take  as 
•adly  as  if  you  had  saved  me  from  utter  ruin ;  al- 
k«^  I  have  witnesses  that  I  acted  with  inditlerency 
Mafh  when  1  was  sure  I  was  not  worth  a  groat 
M^iat  my  goods.  There  appears  to  be  only  lOOiL 
fsinhig  according  to  my  account  (except  this  last 
«ani(T  v»  and  if  I  loss  it  it  is  a  trifle  in  comparison  of 
>^  you  have  lecorsied  for  me.  I  think  Mr.  Pratt 
>•  acisd  very  generously,  and  like  a  true  friend,  as  I 
^vsyi  took  him  to  he ;  and  I  have  likewise  good  wit- 
^^t  Id  swear  that  I  was  more  concerned  at  his 
f  «f'rtuoct  than  my  own.  And  so  repeatiMg  my 
^'>^«  tu  yoo,  but  not  able  to  express  them  as  I  ought, 
Aali  iay  no  more  on  this  subject^  only  that  you  may 
^ut  where  the  raooey  may  be  safely  put  out  at  6i. 


per  cent.  I  beg  pardon  that  I  did  not  compute  the 
interest  of  sir  William  Fownes  s  money,  which  reduces 
what  is  due  to  me  about  59/L  All  of  consequence  is 
my  note  to  him  for  100/. 

I  gave  over  all  hopes  of  my  bay  as  much  as  I  did 
of  my  money ;  for  I  reckoned  the  weather  had  ruined 
it;  but  your  good  management  can  conquer  the 
weather.  But  Charles  Grattan,  the  critic,  says  the 
cocks  are  too  large,  considering  the  bad  weather, 
and  that  there  is  danger  they  may  heat.  Vou  know 
best 

Mrs.  Johnson  says  you  are  an  ill  manager ;  for  you 
have  lost  me  above  300  apples,  and  only  saved  me 
1200/. 

Do  not  tell  me  of  difficulties  how  to  keep  the— - 
from  the  wall-fruit*  You  have  got  so  iWjtk  reputation 
by  getting  my  money,  that  I  can  take  no  excuse ; 
and  I  wul  have  the  thing  effectually  done,  though  it 
should  cost  me  ten  groats.  Pray  let  the  ground  be 
levelled  as  you  please,  as  it  must  likewise  he  new 
dunged,  as  good  husbandry  requires ;  friend  Ellis  will 
assist  you. 

I  am  quite  undone  by  the  knavery  of  Sheriff  and 
White,  and  all  you  have  done  for  me  with  Mr.  Pratt 
signifies  nothing  if  1  must  lose  10/, 

I  had  vour  letter  about  Mrs.  Johnson  s  mone^,  and 
she  thanks  you  for  your  care ;  and  says,  considering 
her  poverty,  you  have  done  as  much  for  her  as  for  me. 
But  1  thought  my  letter  to  you  was  enough,  without  a 
letter  of  attorney;  for  all  money  matters  I  am  the 
greatest  cully  alive. 

Little  good  may  do  you  with  your  favourable 
weather ;  we  have  had  but  five  good  daya  these  twelve 
weeka 

The  ladies  are  pretty  well ;  but  Mit.  Johnson,  after 
a  fortnight's  great  amendment,  had  yesterday  a  very 
bad  day ;  she  is  now  much  better.  They  both  present 
their  humble  service  to  Mrs.  Worrall,  and  so  do  I,  and 
am  ever  yours,  &c. 

Jo.,^  who  brings  you  Ais,  desired  me  to  lend  him 
20/.,  which  1  very  prudently  refused ;  but  said,  if  he 
would  leave  the  worth  of  it  in  soap  and  candles  in  the 
Deanery -house,  Mrs.  Brent  viewing  them,  I  would  em« 
power  you,  as  I  do  hereby,  to  pay  him  20/L  and  place 
it  to  my  account  Jonathan  Swirr. 

Pray  desire  Mrs.  Brent  to  have  ready  a  hogshead  of 
bottles,  packed  up  as  usual,  of  the  same  wine  widi  the 
last  she  sent,  and  the  next  carrier  shall  have  orders 
to  call  for  it. 

Let  Mrs.  Brent  take  out  what  candles  or  soap  are  ne- 
cessary for  the  ladies,  and  only  as  much  as  will 
empty  two  of  the  boxes,  that  Jo.  may  have  them  ;  I 
mean  out  of  those  boxes  which  he  is  to  leave  at  the 
deanery  for  my  security  for  the  20/.  which  be  is  to 
receive  from  you. 

FROM  LORD  BOUNOBROKB. 

London,  Jaly  14,  ITSft. 
Mb.  Ford  will  tell  you  how  1  do  and  what  I  do. 
Tired  with  suspense,  the  only  insupportable  misfortune 
of  life,  I  desired,  after  nine  years  or  autumnal  nromises 
and  vernal  excuses,  a  decision ;  and  very  little  cared 
what  that  decision  was,  provided  it  left  me  at  liberty  to 
settle  abroad,  or  nut  me  on  a  foot  of  living  agreeably  at 
home.  The  wisdom  of  the  nation  has  thought  fit,  in- 
stead of  granting  so  reasonable  a  rrauest,  to  pass  an  act, 
which,  fixing  my  fortune  mialterably  to  this  country, 
fixes  my  person  here  also :  and  those  who  bad  the  least 
mind  to  see  me  in  England  have  made  it  impossible 
for  me  to  live  anywhere  else.  Here  I  am  then,  two- 
thirds  restored,  my  person  safe  (unless  1  meet  hereafter 

*  In  Naboth'*  vineyard. 

^  Mr.  BeMimont  aa  omiaeot  taUov-ehaadlcr  li  THm. 
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with  harder  treatment  than  even  that  of  sir  Walter 
Raleigh),  and  my  estate,  with  all  the  otfier  property 
I  have  acquired  or  may  acquire,  aecured  to  me.  But 
the  attainder  \b  kept  carefully  and  prudently  in  force, 
lest  80  corrupt  a  member  should  come  again  into  the 
house  of  lords,  and  his  bad  leaven  should  sour  that 
sweet  untainted  mass.  This  much  I  thought  I  might 
say  about  my  private  affairs  to  an  old  friend,  without 
diverting  him  too  long  from  his  labours  to  promote  the 
advantage  of  the  church  and  state  of  Ireland  *,  or  from 
his  travels  into  those  countries  of  giants  and  pigmies 
from  whence  he  imports  a  cargo  I  vidue  at  a  higher  rate 
than  that  of  the  richest  galleon.  Ford  brought  the 
dean  of  Derry  [Dr.  Berkeley]  to  see  me.  Unfortu- 
nately for  me,  I  was  then  out  of  town  ;  and  the  journey 
of  the  former  into  Ireland  will  perhaps  defer  for  some 
time  my  making  acquaintance  wi^  the  other;  which 
I  am  Sony  for.  I  would  not  by  any  means  lose  the 
opportuni^  of  knowing  a  man  who  can  espouse  in 
good  earnest  the  system  of  Father  Malebranche,  and 
who  is  fond  of  going  a  missionary  into  the  West  Indies.* 
My  zeal  for  the  propagation  of  the  gospel  will  hardly 
carry  me  so  far ;  but  my  spleen  against  Europe  has 
more  than  once  made  me  think  of  buying  the  do- 
minion of  Bermudas,  and  spending  the  remainder  of 
my  days  as  far  as  possible  from  those  people  with  whom 
I  have  passed  the  first  and  greatest  part  of  my  life. 
Health  and  every  other  natural  comfort  of  life  is  to  be 
had  there  better  than  here.  As  to  imaginary  and 
artificial  pleasures,  we  are  philosophers  enough  to  de- 

Siise  them.  What  say  you  t  Will  you  leave  your 
ibemian  flock  to  some  other  shepherd,  and  transplant 
yourself  with  me  into  the  middle  of  the  Atlantic 
Ocean  t  We  will  form  a  society  more  reasonable  and 
more  usefril  than  that  of  Dr.  Berkeley's  college :  and 
I  promise  you  solemnly,  as  supreme  magistrate,  not  to 
suffer  the  currency  of  Wood^s  halfpence :  nay,  the 
coiner  of  ttiem  shall  be  hanged  if  he  presumes  to  set 
his  foot  on  our  island. 

Let  me  hear  how  you  are  and  what  you  do ;  and  if 
you  really  have  any  latent  kindness  still  at  the  bottom 
of  your  heart  for  me,  say  something  very  kind  to  me, 
^or  I  do'not  dislike  being  cajoled.  If  your  heart  tells 
you  nothing,  say  nothing,  that  I  may  take  the  hint 
and  wean  myself  from  you  by  degrees.  Whether  I 
shall  compass  it  or  not,  God  knows ;  but  surely  this  is 
the  properest  place  in  the  world  to  renounce  friendship 
in  or  to  forget  obligations.  Mr.  Ford  says  he  will  be 
with  us  again  by  the  beginning  of  the  winter.  Your 
star  [Mrs.  Johnson]  will  probably  hinder  you  from 
taking  the  same  journey.  Adieu,  dear  dean.  I  had 
something  more  to  say  to  you,  almost  as  important  as 
what  I  have  said  already,  but  company  comes  in  upon 
me,  and  relieves  you. 

PROM  THE  EARL  OF  OXFORD. 

Dover-fftrert.  July  86, 1785. 
Reverend  Sir,— Mr.  Clayton  going  to  Ireland,  1  take 
the  opportunity  of  writing  to  you,  in  the  first  place  to 
tell  you  that  I  am  ready  to  make  good  my  promise 
which  I  made  of  sending  you  a  pictime  of  my  father. 
The  painter  has  done  his  part,  so  that  the  picture  is 
now  ready,  but  I  do  not  know  how  to  send  it  to  you 
safe :  you  did  tell  me  a  gentleman  should  call,  but 
where  he  lives,  or  who  he  is,  I  know  not  I  am  very 
desirous  you  should  have  it,  because  it  hath  been  so'long 
coming:  and  I  am  very  ambitious  of  doing  anything 
that  may  in  the  least  be  agreeable  to  you.  You  had 
heard  of  this  sooner,  but  I  have  been  for  three  months 
out  of  town ;  I  made  a  long  progress,  even  beyond 
Edinburgh  fifty  miles. 

I  inquire  of  you  sometimes  of  dean  Berkeley  :^  I  was 

»  Berkelov't  scheme  for  aettUng  in  the  Bermudas, 
b  Dr.  Berkeley  wm  then  the  denn  of  Deny. 


sorry  to  hear  that  you  were  troubled  with  that  melan- 
choly distemper  the  want  of  hearing,  altboagh  in  loatf 
cases  it  is  good ;  but  one  would  have  it  in  one'i  pova 
to  hear  or  not  hear,  as  it  suits  best  with  ooe^s  iucUnS' 
tions. 

I  am  also  sorry  that  there  is  no  mentjonmadeof  ut 
design  of  your  coming  into  England.  I  long  mwk 
for  it,  and  do  flatter  myself  with  the  thoughts  df  sm% 
you  under  my  roof,  where  you  shall  exert  mr-rf 
authority  than  I  will  allow  to  belong  to  any  bi^t« 

made  since  ■ .*    Do  not  lay  aside  sll  tboufb 

of  coming  over ;  change  of  air  may  do  you  go»i » 
well  as  the  voyage.  I  thank  God  your  sister  ii  vfr 
well,  considering  the  way  she  is  in ;  I  hope  b  tv.^ 
months,  or  thereabouts,  she  will  be  much  better :  ibr 
presents  her  humble  service  to  you.  Peggj  n  ten 
well. 

Pope  is  well,  I  suppose;  he  is  rambling  about  tar 
country.  I  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  a  picture  vbH 
is  very  like  you  every  day,  and  is  as  good  a  pictrnvH 
ever  Jarvis  painted.  I  am,  sir,  your  most  obcdios 
humble  servant  and  brother,  Oxfoso. 


TO  B€R.  WORRALL. 

Qidlca.  Aogoit  87,  in. 
I  WAS  heartily  sorry  to  hear  you  had  got  the  gnov 
being  a  disease  you  have  so  little  pretence  to ;  t(x  y-^ 
have  been  all  your  life  a  great  walker  and  a  lialf 
drinker.  Although  it  bf  no  matter  how  yon  got  y<<^' 
disease,  since  it  was  not  by  your  yioes ;  yet  I  do  b ; 
love  to  think  I  was  an  instrument,  by  leading  you  a 
walk  of  ei^t  or  nine  miles,  where  your  pride  to  ^« 
vour  activity  in  leaping  down  a  ditch  hurt  your  foot 
in  such  a  manner  as  to  end  in  your  present  diseitr. 

I  have  not  heard  of  Mr.  Webb,  and  if  be  sbwlJ 
come  here  I  can  do  nothing  with  him  ;  for  1  ikall  i^^ 
take  my  own  judgment,  but  leave  it  to  some  alif 
lawyer  to  judge  and  recommend  the  security ;  for  bl^ 
it  is  time  for  me  to  learn  some  worldly  wisdom. 

I  thank  you  for  the  porchase  you  have  made «« 
Bristol  beer;  it  will  soon  pay  for  itself  by  aanofr  a>| 
many  a  bottle  of  wine ;  but  I  am  afraid  it  ia^not  ff»^ 
for  your  gout. 

My  deafriess  has  left  me  above  three  weeki,  v* 
therefore  I  expect  a  visit  from  it  soon ;  and  it  U  sa» 
what  leas  vexatious  here  in  the  comitry,  because  ox* 
are  about  me  but  those  who  are  used  to  it 

Mrs.  Worrall's  observation  is  like  herself;  <beisf 
absolute  corrupted  city  lady,  and  does  not  kiwv  te? 
pleasures  of  the  country,  even  of  this  place,  witii  «|1  ^^ 
milliona  of  inconveniences.  But  Mis.  Dingier  i»  ** 
her  opinion,  and  would  rather  live  in  a  Dublin  cetw 
than  a  country  palace. 

I  would  fain  have  a  shed  thrown  un  in  the  fartb*' 
comer  of  Naboth's  vineyard,  toward  me  lower  t^  '^ 
Shebb^s  garden,  till  I  can  find  leisure  and  oourare  -* 
build  a  better  in  the  centre  of  the  field.  Can  it  be  dAit ' 

The  weather  continues  as  foul  um  if  there  had  re^ 
been  a  day  of  rain  in  the  summer,  and  it  will  ltf<' 
some  very  ill  effect  on  the  kingdom. 

I  gave  Jack  Grattan^  the  papers  corrected,  aniij 
think  half  spoiled  by  the  cowardly  caution  cOmi^ 
others.  He  promised  to  transcribe  them  time  enouf^ 
and  my  desire  is  they  may  be  ready  to  be  pibb^ 
upon  the  fint  day  the  parliament  meets.  I  wpe  ^^ 
will  contrive  it  among  you  thai  it  may  be  sent  a^- 
known  (as  usual)  to  some  printer  with  proper  A^rrc-^ 
tions.  I  had  lately  a  letter  without  a  name,  trUi:: 
me  that  I  have  got  a  sop  to  hold  my  tongue,  au^  '^ ' 
it  is  determined  we  must  have  that  giievsiKse,  &'  • 
forced  on  us. 

•  The  accefwion  of  George  I. 
^  A  very  worthy  clergyman. 
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Mr  intration  if  to  return  about  liie  begininng  of 
)ctober,  if  my  occaaions  do  not  binder  me.  Before 
bat  time  it  will  be  leen  how  the  parliament  will  act. 
Im^  who  talk  with  rae  think  they  will  be  tlaTet  ai 
Mjol,  and  led  where  the  government  pleaaes. 

Hy  humble  aerrice  to  Mn.  Worrall.  The  ladiea 
ment  thein  to  you  both.  Jonathan  Swirr. 


FROM  EDWARD  EARL  OP  OXFORD. 

Dover-Street.  August  30.  172ft. 
Ieverehd  Sik, — 7  received  the  favour  of  your  letter ; 
am  vexed  that  the  trifle  of  the  ring  ahoiud  not  have 
rarbed  you ;  I  found  where  the  fault  lay ;  I  hope  you 
rill  won  receive  both  the  picture  and  the  ring  aafe :  I 
arip  ordered  them  to  the  care  of  Eraamua  Lewia,  esq., 
ur  tJd  friend,  and  he  ia  a  punctual  man,  and  ia  well 
cqiialuted  with  Mr.  Ford  and  my  lord  Arran'a  chap- 
iln,  Mr.  Charleton ;  ao  I  hope  thia  method  will  not 
ail  Hilt  I  have  now  taken.  I  would  not  be  wanting 
n  the  least  trifle  by  which  I  might  ahow  the  value 
ud  otaem  I  have  and  always  muat  and  will  have  for 


ruu. 


The  picture  I  have  of  you  ia  the  aame  which  Mr. 
^erris  drew  of  you  in  Ireland,  and  it  ia  very  like  you, 
ml  is  a  very  good  picture;  and  though  Mr.  Jervia  ia 
iuni>ured  with  the  place  of  hb  majesty  a  painter,  he 
atiuut  paint  a  pictiue  I  ahall  ao  much  value  as  I  do 
hat  of  tlie  dean  of  St.  Patrick  V 

)l7  old  fellow  collegiate  *  has  done  so  right  a  thing 
i  tu  prefer  one  of  your  recommendation.  I  am,  sir, 
nmr  moat  obedient  humble  servant,  Oxfokd. 

tfy  wife  sends  her  compliments  to  you ;  she  ia  as  well 
as  can  be  expected. 

TO  MR.  WORRALL. 

Quilca.  August  31. 171ft. 
!  QAVs  youn  of  the  28di.     I  am  still  tu  acknowledge 
Did  thuik  you  for  the  care  of  my  little  affairs.  I  hope 

(^I  not  want  the  silver ;  for  I  hope  to  be  in  town 
>T  the  beginning  of  October,  uuleaa  extreme  good 
vcather  ahall  invite  me  to  continue. 

Since  Wood  a  patent  ia  cancelled,  it  will  by  no 
aeaiii  be  convenient  to  have  the  paper  printed,  aa  I 
(appose  you  and  Jack  Grattan  and  Sheridan  will 
(ipee :  thcscfoie,  if  it  be  with  tlie  printer  [Mn. 
^iiig],  I  would  have  it  taken  back,  and  the  preas 
fyfUj  and  let  her  be  aatiafied. 

TIm  work  ia  done,  and  there  ia  no  more  need  of  the 
iiapier. 

Mis.  Johnaon  doea  not  underatand  what  yon  mean 
7  Wr  stamped  linen,  and  remembera  nothing  of  it ; 
<^  Nippoaea  it  ia  aome  jest. 

Tbe  ladies  are  well ;  all  our  services  to  Mrs.  Worrall. 
tfn.  Ditigley  at  last  discovered  the  meaning  of  the 
!<^pcd  linen,  which   makea  that  part  of  my  letter 

Prav  pay  Jo.  Beaumont  4/.  for  a  horae  I  bought 
^ni  bim,  aiul  place  it  to  my  account. 

Jonathan  Swift. 

^^•»en  Jo.  brings  you  a  piece  of  linen  of  twenty-four 
}.u(l«,  pray  put  my  name  upon  it,  and  pay  him 
6/.  Sj. 

FROM  MR.  ROCHFORT. 
..  Wcdneiday  moraing.  September  •,  171ft. 

I^t-u  SiB, — ^I  And  myself  stand  in  need  of  the  advice 
'  (•"Stowed  on  you  the  other  night,  and  therefore,  if 
i»n  bave  not  got  rid  of  your  cold,  I  would  preacrilie  a 
««»*W  jaunt  to  Belcamp^  thia  morning.  If  you  find 
^xim-lf  tbua  diapoaed,  I  will  wait  for  you  here  in  my 
^'*% :  the  weather  may  peibaps  look  gloomy  at  the  dean- 

*  l^-rd  CutnH.     Ife  nlludn  to  Kherldan'i  nrerermeoL 
ih  ftnttan's,  about  fi««  miles  ftom  UubUn. 
"ou  It. 
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cry ;  but  I  can  assure  you  it  ia  a  fine  day  in  tbe  pariah,* 
where  we  aet  up  for  aa  good  toatea  aa  our  ueighboura : 
to  convince  you  of  mine,  I  aend  you  thia  invitation.  I 
am,  dear  air,  your  much  obliged  and  obedient  acrvaut, 

Geobok  RocuroBT. 


TO  DR.  SHERIDAN. 

QuiloA,  September  11.1 7ift. 
If  you  are  indeed  a  discarded  courtier,  you  have 
reason  to  complain,  but  none  at  all  to  wonder ;  you 
are  too  yomig  for  many  experiences  to  fall  in  your  way, 
yet  you  have  read  enough  to  make  you  know  tlie 
nature  of  man.  It  ia  safer  for  a  man  s  interest  to 
blaspheme  God  than  to  be  of  a  party  out  of  power,  or 
even  to  be  thought  so.  And  since  the  laat  was  the 
caae,  how  could  you  imagine  that  all  moutha  would 
not  be  open  when  you  were  received,  and  in  aome 
manner  preferred,  by  the  government,  though  in  a  poor 
way  1  I  tell  vou  there  ia  hardly  a  Whig  in  Ireland 
who  would  allow  a  potato  and  buttermilk  to  a  re- 
puted Tory.  Neither  ia  there  anything  in  your  coun- 
trymen upon  thia  article  more  than  what  ia  common 
to  all  other  nationa,  only  quotid  magit  tt  mtma.  Too 
much  advertency  ia  not  your  talent,  or  else  you  had 
fled  from  that  text  aa  from  a  rock.  For,  aa  don 
Quixote  aoid  to  Sancho,  **  What  buainess  had  you  to 
speak  of  a  halter  in  a  family  where  one  of  it  waa 
hanged  T'  And  your  innocence  ia  a  protection  that 
wise  men  are  ashamed  to  rely  on,  further  than  with 
God.  It  ia  indeed  againat  common  aenae  to  think  that 
you  ahould  chooae  auch  a  time,  when  you  hod  received 
a  favour  from  the  lord-lieutenant,  and  had  reason  to 
expect  more,  to  discover  your  disloyalty  in  the  pulpit. 
But  what  will  that  avail!  Therefore  ait  down  and  be 
quiet,  and  mind  your  buainess  aa  you  ahould  do,  and 
contract  your  iriendahipa,  and  expect  no  more  from 
man  than  auch  an  animal  ia  capable  of,  and  you  will 
every  day  find  my  description  of  yahooa  more  resem* 
bling.  You  should  think  and  deid  with  every  man  aa 
a  villain,  without  calling  him  so,  or  flying  from  him, 
or  valuing  him  less.  This  is  an  old  true  leaaon.  You 
believe  every  one  will  acquit  you  of  any  regard  to 
temporal  inteceat;  and  how  came  you  to  claim  an 
exception  from  all  mankind  f  I  believe  you  value 
vour  temporal  intereat  aa  much  aa  anybody,  but  you 
have  not  the  arts  of  pursuing  it.  You  are  mistaken. 
Domestic  evila  are  no  more  within  a  man  than  others  ; 
and  he  who  cannot  bear  up  against  the  first  will  sink 
under  the  aecond  ;  and  in  my  conacience  I  believe  thia 
ia  your  caae ;  for,  being  of  a  weak  conatitution,  in  an 
employment  precarioua  and  tireaome,  loaden  with 
children,  cum  urort  neque  lent  nequ*  commocta,  a  man 
of  intent  and  abatracted  thinking,  enalaved  by  mathe- 
matica  and  complaint  of  the  world,  thia  new  weight  of 
party  malice  had  atruck  vou  down,  like  a  feather  on  a 
horae*a  back,  already  loaden  aa  far  aa  he  ia  able  to  bear. 
You  ought  to  change  the  apostle'a  expreasion,  and  aay, 
I  will  atrive  to  learn  in  whatever  atate,  &c. 

I  wiU  hear  none  of  your  viaiona ;  you  ahall  live  at 
Quilca  but  three  fortnighta  and  a  month  ih  the  year ; 
perhapa  not  ao  much.  You  ahall  make  no  entcrtain- 
menta  but  what  are  necessary  to  your  interests ;  for 
your  true  friends  would  rather  see  you  over  a  niece  of 
mutton  and  a  bottle  once  a  quarter;  you  shall  be 
merry  at  the  expense  of  others ;  you  shall  take  care  of 
your  health,  ana  go  early  to  bed,  and  not  read  late  at 
night ;  and  laugh  with  lul  men,  without  truating  any ; 
and  then  a  fig  for  the  contrivers  of  your  ruin,  who  now 
have  no  further  thoughta  but  to  atop  your  progreaa, 
which  perhapa  they  may  not  compass,  unless  I  am 
deceived  more  than  is  usual.  All  this  you  will  do, 
fi  mUu  crtdit,  and  not  dream  of  printing  your  Kimon, 
which  is  a  project  abcmnding  with  objections  unan- 

•  St.  Mary's  paridi,  about  a  mile  from  the  deanery. 

3  r 
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fwomble^  and  widi  which  I  could  fill  &if  letter.  You 
say  nothing  of  having  preached  before  the  lord-lieu- 
tenant, nor  whether  he  ig  altered  towards  you ;  for  you 
speak  nothing  but  generals.  You  think  all  die  world 
has  now  nothing  to  do  but  to  pull  Mr.  Sheridan  down ; 
whereas  it  is  nothing  but  a  slap  in  your  turn,  and 
away.  Lord  Oxford  once  said  to  me  on  an  occasion, 
**  These  fools,  because  they  hear  a  noise  about  their 
ean  of  their  own  making,  think  the  whole  world  is 
full  of  it.*'  When  I  come  to  town  we  will  change  all 
this  scene,  and  act  like  men  of  the  world.  Grow 
rich,  and  you  will  have  no  enemies ;  go  sometimes  to 
the  castle ;  keep  last  Mr.  Tickell  and  Balaguer  ;*  fre- 
quent those  on  the  right  side,  friends  to  tiie  present 
powers ;  drop  those  who  are  loud  on  the  wrong  party, 
because  they  know  they  can  suffer  nothing  by  it. 

Jonathan  Swift. 

PROM  MR.  POPE. 

Scpteiaber  14,^786. 
I  NEED  not  tell  yon  with  what  real  delight  I  should 
hare  done  anything  you  desired,  and,  in  particular, 
any  good  offices  in  my  power  towards  the  bearer  of 
your  letter,  who  is  this  day  gone  for  France.  Perhaps 
it  is  with  poets  as  vrith  prophets,  they  are  so  much 
better  liked  in  another  country  than  their  own,  that 
your  gentleman,  upon  arriving  in  England,  lost  his 
curiosity  concerning  me.*  However,  haul  he  tried,  he 
had  found  me  his  friend ;  I  mean,  he  had  found  me 
yours.  I  am  disappointed  at  not  knowing  better  a  man 
whom  you  esteem,  and  comfort  myself  only  with 
having  got  a  letter  from  you,  with  which,  after  all,  I 
sit  down  a  gainer,  since,  to  my  great  pleasure,  it  con- 
firms my  hope  of  once  more  seeing  you.  After  so 
many  dispersions  and  so  many  divisions,  two  or  three 
of  us  may  yet  be  gathered  together ;  not  to  plot,  nor  to 
contrive  silly  schemes  of  ambition,  or  vex  our  own  or 
others*  hearts  with  busy  vanities,  (such  as,  perhaps,  at 
one  time  of  life  or  other,  take  their  tour  in  every  man,) 
but  to  divert  ourselves,  and  the  world  too  if  it  pleases ; 
or,  at  worst,  to  laugh  at  others  as  innocently  and  as 
unhurtfuUy  as  at  ourselves.  Your  travels  [Gulliver's] 
I  hear  much  of ;  my  own  1  promise  you  shall  never 
more  be  in  a  strange  land,  but  a  diligent,  I  hope  useful, 
investigation  •  of  my  own  territories.^  I  mean  no  more 
translations,  but  something  domestic,  fit  for  my  own 
country  and  for  my  own  time. 

If  you  come  to  us  I  will  find  you  elderly  ladies 
enough  that  can  halloo,  and  two  that  can  nurse,  and 
they  are  too  old  and  feeble  to  make  too  much  noise,  as 
you  will  guess  when  I  tell  you  they  are  my  own  motiier 
and  my  own  nurse.  I  can  also  help  you  to  a  lady  who 
is  as  deaf,  though  not  so  old,  as  yourself;  you  will  be 
pleased  with  one  another,  I  will  engage,  though  you  do 
not  hear  one  another :  you  will  converse  like  spirits,  by 
intuition.  What  you  will  most  wonder  at  is^  she  is 
considerable  at  court,  yet  no  party-woman ;  and  lires 
in  court,  yet  would  be  easy  and  make  you  easy. 

One  of  those  you  mention,  (and  I  dare  say  always 
will  remember,)  Dr.  Arbuthnot,  is  at  diis  time  ill  of  a 
very  dangerous  distemper,  an  imposthume  in  the  bow- 
els ;  which  is  broke,  but  the  event  is  very  uncertain. 
Whatever  that  be,  (he  bids  me  tell  you,  and  I  write  this 
by  him,)  he  lives  or  dies  your  faithful  friend  ;  and  one 
reason  he  has  to  desire  a  little  longer  life  is,  the  wish  to 
■ee  you  once  more. 

He  is  gay  enough  in  this  circumstance  to  tell  you 
he  would  give  you  (if  he  could)  such  advice  as  might 
cure  your  deafness,  out  he  would  not  advise  you,  if  you 
were  cured,  to  quit  the  pretence  of  it ;  because  you 
may  by  that  means  hear  as  much  as  you  will,*  and  an- 
swer as  little  as  you  please.     Believe  me,  yours,  &c. 

>  Pitvate  secretary  to  lord  Carteret 

l>  Dr.  JaniM  Stopfoni.  "  The  '*  Enay  oa  Man."      I 

d  This  b  the  fiAt  notice  he  gives  Swilk  of  his  grsat  work.       ' 


TO  DR.  SHERIDAN. 

Qoilca.  SeplmbM  \9,  \m. 
Wb  have  prevailed  with  Neal,  in  ^ite  of  his  hsrreC^ 
to  carry  up  miss  with  your  directions ;  and  it  is  hi^ 
time,  for  she  was  run  almost  wild,  though  we  ban 
something  civilised  her  since  die  came  among  ns.  Yob 
are  too  short  in  circumstances.  I  did  not  hear  yoo  vii 
forbid  preaching.  H&ve  yon  aeen  my  lord  ?  Who  h- 
bade  you  to  preach!  Are  you  no  longer  cbapUifif 
Do  you  never  go  to  the  castle?  Are  you  certaio ef  ^ 
accuser,  that  it  is  Tighef  Do  you  tibink  my  lord  adi 
thus  because  he  fears  it  would  breed  ill  humour  if  b 
should  openly  favour  one  who  is  looked  on  as  of  a  dif- 
ferent party  f  I  think  that  is  too  mean  for  him.  I  <l< 
not  much  disapprove  your  letter,  but  I  think  itavToojr 
method ;  uray  read  over  the  enclosed  twice,  and  if  j% 
do  not  disxike  it  let  it  be  sent  (not  by  a  ier?aiit  jf 
^ours,  nor  from  you)  to  Mr.  Tickell.  There  tbe  caK 
IS  stated  as  well  as  I  could  do  it  in  generals,  for  viot-^ 
knowing  particulars.  When  I  come  to  town  I  ilbC 
see  the  loid^lieutenant,  and  be  as  fr«e  with  him  aa  pM- 
sible.  In  the  mean  time  I  believe  it  may  kcepaM: 
however,  advise  with  Mr.  Tickell  and  Mr.  Balagt«. 
I  should  fancy  that  the  bishop  of  Limerick  [Dr.  ^^ii- 
liam  Burscoughl  could  easily  satisfy  his  exoellaif}i 
and  that  my  lora*lieutenant  believes  no  more  of  jvn 
guilt  than  I,  and  therefore  it  can  be  nothing  but  v 
satisfy  the  noise  of  party  at  this  junctive  thai  bt  aci' 
as  he  does ;  and  if  so  (as  I  am  confident  it  is)  the  rfifc^ 
will  cease  with  the  cause.  But,  without  doubt,  T\^ 
and  others  have  dinned  the  words  Tory  and  Jacol;i' 
into  his  excellency's  ears,  and  therefore  your  text  ^- 
was  only  made  use  of  as  an  opportunity. 

Upon  the  whole  matter,  you  are  no  loser,  hot  itkse 
have  got  something.  Therefore  be  not  Ifte  bim  vi 
hanged  himself  because,  going  into  a  gamiog-boasc  lx. 
winning  ten  thousand  pounds,  he  lost  five  thoanni  d 
it,  and  came  away  with  only  half  his  winnings.  ^^^ 
my  lord  is  in  London  we  may  dear  a  way  to  him  to  <L 
you  another  job,  and  vou  are  youngs  enough  to  vaiL 

We  set  out  to  Dublin  on  Monday  the  9th  of  Oct  - 
ber,  and  hope  to  sup  at  the  deanery  the  next  m^- 
where  you  will  come  to  us  if  you  are  not  aliac* 
engaged. 

I  am  grown  a  bad  bailiff  toward  the  end  of  my  <^ 
▼ice.  Your  hay  is  well  brought  in,  and  betfcerstaci'^ 
than  usual.    All  here  are  well. 

I  know  not  what  you  mean  by  ray  having  soo^T^ 
soon ;  I  hope  it  is  no  sport  that  will  vex  me. 

Pray  do  not  forget  to  seal  the  enclosed  bcfoR  y^ 
•end  it. 

I  send  you  back  your  letter  to-the  lord-lieutoiao) 

JONATIlAy  SSMT. 

TO  DR.  SHERIDAN 

guUca,  Btfbmba  ».  I^  . 
Your  confusion  hindered  you  from  giving  any  rabju 
account  of  your  distress  till  this  last  letter,  and  il^^l 
you  are  imperfect  enough.  However,  with  much  ait 
we  have  now  a  tolerable  understanding  how  tbi'-i 
stand.  We  had  a  paper  sent  enclosed,  subcribrd  i« 
Mr.  Ford,  as  we  suppose ;  it  is  in  print,  and  we  all  <'" 

rove  it,  and  this  I  suppose  is  the  sport  I  was  to  fxv^^ 
do  think  it  is  agreed  that  all  animals  fight  mib  ^ 
weapons  natural  to  diem,  (which  is  a  new  and  «i<^  "^ 
mark  out  of  my  own  head,)  and  the  devil  tak'  ^ 
animal  who  will  not  offend  his  enemy  when  be  »  p" 

voked  witli  his  proper  weapon;  and  though  ypai 

dull  hoise  little  values  the  blows  I  give  him  w^di  t« 
butt  end  of  my  stick,  yet  I  strike  on  and  make  h»^ 
wince  in  spite  of  his  dulness ;  and  be  shall  m't  Oil « 
them  while  I  am  here;  and  I  hope  you  will  do»)J' 
to  the  beast  who  has  kicked  against  yo«i,  and  try  »"* 
a  Some  satire  on  Ridiard  Tig  he. 
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tu  h\a  itiaetmhiWif  will  protect  him,  and  you  ifaaU 
litre  help,  aiid  he  will  be  vexed,  for  lo  I  found  your 
iwrs4»  this  day,  though  he  would  not  move  the  fiifter. 
I  irill  kill  that  flea  or  louae  which  bitei  me,  though  I 
get  no  honour  by  it 

Laudttii  a6  lif,  quot  omme$  kutdantf  is  a  maxim; 
aad  the  contrary  is  equally  true.  Thank  you  for  the 
offer  of  your  mare ;  and  how  a  pox  could  we  come 
without  hert  They  pulled  off  her  and  your  hoiie*t 
•hoet  for  fear  of  being  rid,  and  then  they  rode  diem 
without  tboet,  and  lo  I  waa  forced  to  shoe  them  again. 
All  the  fellowa  here  would  be  Tighei,  if  they  were  but 
(irirT-couneellon.  Yoo  will  never  be  at  eaie  for  ^our 
friend's  honei  or  your  own  till  yuu  have  walked  m  a 
)uH(  of  twenty  acrei,  which  I  would  have  done  next 
•pring. 

Vwi  ny  not  a  word  of  die  letter  I  aent  you  for  Mr. 
Tickell,  whether  yon  lent  it  him  or  not ;  and  yet  it  wai 
rrrr  material  that  I  should  know  it  The  two  devib 
of  inadvertency  and  forgetfulness  have  got  fast  hold  on 
you.  I  think  you  need  not  quit  his  and  Balagner*8 
cumpany  fur  the  reason  I  mentioned  in  that  letter,  be- 
rauw  they  are  above  suspicionsi  as  whggimmi  and 
iwmpeftiMtimi.  When  the  lord-lieutenant  goes  for 
Rutland  I  hare  a  method  to  set  you  right  with  him  I 
Wi(«,  u  I  will  tell  you  when  I  come  to  town,  if  I  do 
not  Sheridan  it,  I  mean  forget  it. 

1  did  a  Sheridanism;  I  told  you  I  had  lost  your  leU 
trr  enclused,  which  you  intended  to  lord  Carteret,  and 
Tet  I  have  it  safe  here. 


TO  MB.  FOPBL 

8eptsBber99,17a6. 
I  AM  now  returning  to  the  noble  scene  of  Dublin,  into 
ihegramd  monde,  for  fear  of  burying  my  parts,  to  sig^ 
naliae  myself  among  curates  and  vicars,  and  correct  all 
otfniptions  crept  in,  relating  to  the  weight  of  bread 
ind  hotter,  through  those  dominions  where  I  govern.* 
I  have  employed  my  time  (beside  ditching)  in  finish- 
iiiiC,  correcting,  amending,  and  transcribing  my  travels,^ 
in  four  parts  complete,  newly  augmented,  and  intended 
fw  the  nresa  when  the  world  shall  deserve  them,  or 
ntlier  woen  a  printer  shall  be  found  brave  enough  to 
Tentore  his  ears.  I  like  the  scheme  of  our  meeting 
<^  distresses  and  dispersions,  but  the  chief  end  I 
Truuoie  to  myself  in  all  my  labours  is,  to  vex  the 
vorid  rather  than  divert  it;  and  if  I  could  compass 
that  dengn  without  hurting  my  own  person  or  fortune, 
I  would  be  the  most  indefatigable  writer  you  have  ever 
•wn  without  reading.  I  am  exceedingly  pleased  that 
you  have  done  with  translations :  lord-treasurer  Oxford 
0^  lamented  that  a  rascally  world  should  lay  you 
under  a  necessity  of  misemploying  your  genius  for  so 
long  a  time.  But  since  you  will  now  be  so  much 
^n  emnloyed,  when  you  think  of  the  world,  give  it 
utif  lash  me  more  at  my  request.  I  hare  ever  hated 
all  uations,  professions,  and  communities,  and  all  my 
luTe  is  toward  individuals;  for  instance,  I  hate  the 
Jribe  of  lawyers,  but  I  love  counsellor  sudi-a-one,  and 
X^id^  SQch-aHxie  :  it  is  so  with'  phyiicians,  ^I  will  not 
■P'Ak  of  mv  own  trade,)  soldiers,  English,  Scotch, 
^Koch,  and  die  rest  But  principally  I  hate  and 
l^cst  that  animal  called  man;  although  I  heartily 
We  John,  Peter.  Thomas,  and  so  forth.  This  is  the 
T^^em  upon  wnich  I  have  governed  myself  many 
jtut  (but  do  not  tell)  ;  and  so  I  shall  go  on  till  I  have 
*lune  with  them.  I  have  got  materials  toward  a  trea- 
tJM  proving  the  falsity  of  that  definition  animai 
^tonale,  and  to  show  it  should  be  only  ratnuM  capax, 
'  poll  this  great  foundation  of  misanthropy  (though 
^t  in  Timon's  manner)  tbe  whole  building  of  my 
^veU  is  erected ;  and  I  never  will  have  peace  of  mind 

•  The  Uberties  of  St.  Patrick's  calbednd. 
¥T1ioi«ofQalUver. 


till  all  honest  men  are  of  my  opinion :  by  consequence 
you  are  to  embrace  it  immediately,  and  procure  that 
all  who  deMTve  my  esteem  may  do  so  too.  The  matter 
is  so  clear  that  it  will  admit  of  no  dispute ;  nay,  I  will 
hold  a  hundred  pounds  that  you  and  I  agree  in  the 
point 

I  did  not  know  your  '*  Odyss^*"  was  finished,  being 
yet  in  the  country,  which  I  shall  leave  in  three  days. 
I  thank  you  kindOy  for  the  present,  but  shall  like  it 
three-fourths  the  less  from  the  mixture  you  mention 
of  other  hands ;  however,  I  am  glad  you  saved  your- 
self so  much  drudgery. — I  have  been  long  told  by 
Mr.  Ford  of  your  great  achievements  in  building  and 
planting,  and  especially  of  your  subterranean  passage 
to  yonr-garden,  whereby  you  turned  a  bluudo'  into 
a  beauty,  which  is  a  piece  of  ^rt  Poetiea. 

1  have  almost  done  with  harridans,  and  shall  soon 
become  old  enough  to  fall  in  love  with  girls  of  four- 
teen. The  lady  fMn.  Howard]  whom  you  describe  to 
live  at  court,  to  be  deaf,  and  no  narty>woman,  I  take 
to  be  Mythology,  but  know  not  how  to  moralise  it 
She  cannot  be  Mercy,  for  Mercy  is  neither  deaf,  nor 
lives  at  court;  Justice  is  blind,  and  perhaps  deaf,  but 
neither  is  she  a  court  lady :  Fortune  is  botn  blind  and 
deaf,  and  a  court  lady,  but  then  she  is  a  most  damnable 
party-woman,  and  wUl  never  make  me  easy,  as  you 

Sromise.     It  must  be  Riches,  which  answers  all  your 
escription  :  I  am  glad  she  visits  you,  but  my  voice  is 
so  weuL  that  I  doubt  she  will  never  hear  me. 

Mr.  Lewis  sent  me  an  account  of  Dr.  Arbuthnot  a 
illness,  which  is  a  very  sensible  aflliction  to  me,  who 
by  living  so  long  out  of  the  world  have  lost  that  hard- 
ness  of  heart  contracted  by  years  and  general  conver- 
sation. I  am  daily  losing  friends,  and  neither  seeking 
nor  getting  others.  O  if  the  world  had  but  a  dozen 
Arbuthnots  in  it,  I  would  bum  my  travels!  bu^ 
however,  he  is  not  without  fault :  there  is  a  passage  in 
Bede  highly  commending  the  piety  and  learning  of 
the  Irish  in  that  age,  where,  after  abundance  of  praisesj, 
he  overthrows  them  all,  by  lamenting  that,  alas .'  they 
kept  Easter  at  a  wrong  time  of  the  year.  So  our  doe* 
tor  has  every  quality  and  virtue  that  can  make  a  man 
amiable  or  us^ul ;  but,  alas !  he  hath  a  sort  of  slouch 
in  his  walk  I  I  pray  God  protect  liim,  for  he  is  an 
excellent  Christian,  though  not  a  Catholic. 

I  hear  nothing  of  our  friend  Gay.  but  I  find  the 
court  keeps  him  at  hard  meat  I  advised  him  to  come 
over  here  with  a  lord-lieutenant  Philips  writes  little 
flams  (as  lord  Leicester  called  those  sort  of  verses)  on 
Miss  Carteret.  A  Dublin  blacksmith,  a  great  poe^ 
has  imitated  his  manner  in  a  poem  to  the  same  miss. 
Philips  is  a  complainer,  and  on  this  occasion  I  told 
lord  Carteret  that  compUuneis  never  succeed  at  court, 
though  railers  do. 

Ak  you  altogether  a  country  gentleman,  that  I  must 
address  to  you  out  of  London,  to  the  hasard  of  your 
losing  this  precious  letter,  which  I  will  now  conclude^ 
although  so  much  paper  is  left.  I  have  an  ill  name, 
and  therdbre  shall  not  subscribe  it,  but  you  will  guess 
it  comes  from  one  who  esteems  and  loves  you  about 
half  as  much  as  you  deservei,  I  mean  as  much  as  he 
can. 

I  am  in  great  concern  at  what  I  am  iust  told  is  in 
some  of  the  newsnapen,  that  lord  Bolingforoke  is  much 
hurt  by  a  fall  in  nunting.  I  am  glad  he  has  so  much 
youth  and  vigour  left,  (of  which  he^  has  not  been 
thrifty,)  but  I  wonder  he  has  no  more  discretion. 

FROM  MR.  POPE. 

October  15.  Htft. 
I  AM  wonderfully  pleased  with  the  suddenness  of  your 
kind  answer.     It  makes  me  hope  yuu  are  coming 
toward  us,  and  that  you  incline  more  and  more  to  your 
old  friends  in  proportion  as  you  draw  nearer  to  theiii| 
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and  are  getting  into  our  Tortez.  Here  ii  one  [Doling- 
broke]  who  was  once  a  powerful  planet,  but  nas  now 
(after  long  experience  of  all  that  comes  of  shining) 
learned  to  be  content  with  returning  to  hit  fint  poin^ 
without  the  thought  or  ambition  of  shining  at  all. 
Here  is  another  [lord  Oxford]  who  thinks  one  of  the 
greatest  glories  of  his  fatlier  was  to  hare  distinguished 
and  loved  you,  and  who  loves  you  hereditarily.  Here 
is  Arbuthnot  recovered  from  the  jaws  of  death,  and 
more  pleased  with  the  hope  of  seeing  you  again  than 
that  of  reviewing  a  worl((  every  part  of  which  he  lias 
long  despised  but  what  is  made  up  of  a  few  men  like 
yourself.  He  goes  abroad  again,  and  is  more  cheerful 
than  even  health  can  make  a  man,  for  he  has  a  good 
conscience  into  the  bargain,  which  is  the  most  catholic 
of  all  remedies,  though  not  the  most  universal.  I 
knew  it  would  be  a  pleasure  to  you  to  hear  this,  and 
in  truth  that  made  me  write  so  soon  to  you. 

1  am  sorry  pour  P.  [Ambrose  Philips]  is  not  pro- 
moted in  this  age ;  for  certainly,  if  his  reward  be  of  the 
next,  he  is  of  all  poets  the  most  miserable.  I  am  also 
sorry  fur  another  reason ;  if  they  do  not  promote  him, 
tliey  will  spoil  the  conclusion  of  one  of  my  satires, 
where,  having  endeavoured  to  correct  the  taste  of  the 
town  in  wit  and  criticism,  I  end  thus : — 

But  what  avails  to  lay  down  rules  for  tensp  ? 
In  George's  reign  these  fruitless  lines  were  writ. 
When  Ambrose  Philips  was  prefenr'd  for  wit  I 

Our  friend  Gay  is  used  as  the  friends  of  Tories  are  by 
Whigs,  and  generally  by  Tories  too.  Because  be  had 
humour  he  was  supposed  to  have  dealt  with  Dr.  Swift ; 
in  like  manner  as,  when  any  one  had  learning  formerly, 
he  was  thought  to  have  dealt  with  the  devil.  He  puts 
hu  whole  trust  at  court  in  that  lady  whom  I  desoibed 
to  you,  and  whom  you  take  to  be  an  allegorical  creature 
of  fancy  :  I  wish  she  really  were  Riches  for  his  sake ; 
though  as  for  yours,  I  question  whether  (if  you  knew 
her)  you  would  change  her  for  the  other. 

Lord  Bolingbroke  had  not  the  least  harm  by  his  fall. 
I  wish  he  had  received  no  more  by  his  other  fall ;  lord 
Oxford  had  none  by  his.  But  lord  Bolingbroke  is  the 
most  improved  mind,  since  you  saw  him,  that  ever 
was  improved  without  shifting  into  a  new  body  or 
lieing ;  patdo  mimtt  ab  angelit,  I  have  of^en  imagined 
to  myself,  that  if  ever  all  of  us  meet  again,  after  so 
many  varieties  and  changes,  after  so  much  of  the  old 
world  and  of  the  old  man  in  each  of  us  has  been 
altered,  that  scarce  a  single  thought  of  the  one,  any 
more  than  a  single  atom  of  the  other,  remains  just  the 
same — 1  have  fancied,  1  say,  that  we  should  meet  like 
tlie  righteous  in  the  millennium,  quite  in  peace,  divested 
of  all  our  former  passions,  smiling  at  our  past  follies, 
and  content  to  enjoy  the  kingdom  of  the  just  in  tran- 
quillity. But  I  find  you  would  rather  be  employed  as 
an  avenging  angel  of  wmth,  to  break  your  vial  of  in- 
dignation over  tlie  heads  of  the  wretched  creatures  of 
this  world ;  nay,  would  make  them  eat  your  book, 
which  you  have  made  (I  doubt  not)  as  bitter  a  pill  for 
them  as  possible. 

1  would  not  tell  you  what  designs*  I  have  in  my 
head  (beside  writing  a  set  of  maxims  in  opposition  to 
all  Rochefoucalt's'*  principles)  till  I  see  you  here,  face 
to  face.  Then  you  shall  have  no  reason  to  complain  of 
me  for  want  of  a  generous  disdain  of  this  world,  though 
I  have  not  lost  my  years  in  yours  and  their  service. 
Lord  Oxford,  too,  (whom  I  have  now  the  third  time 
mentioned  in  this  letter,  and  he  deserves  to  be  always 

•  This  WM  only  said  as  an  oblique  reproof  of  the  horrid 
misan'hropy  in  the  foregoing  l<*tter:  and  which,  he  suppoacd, 
mi<;ht  be  cliiefly  oocasioued  by  the  dean's  fondness  for  Rocho- 
foucnlt.  whose  Masimt  are  founded  on  ihe  principle  or  an 
universal  selfishness  in  human  nature. 

fc  ••  \Vlio  is  the  Rivat  philosopher,*'  say*  Addison,  "  for  ad- 
ministering of  consolatioTi  to  tha  idle,  thv  curious,  and  the 
wortblcw  part  of  mauklud." 


mentioned  in  everything  that  is  addressri  to  you.  or 
comes  from  you,^  expects  you :  that  ought  to  be  cnoo^k 
to  bring  you  hitner ;  it  is  a  better  reason  than  if  tbt 
nation  expected  you.  For  I  reallv  enter  as  full?  v 
you  can  desire  into  your  principle  of  love  of  indi- 
viduals :  and  I  think  die  way  to  have  a  public  spini  a 
first  to  have  a  private  one ;  for  who  can  believe  (siil 
a  friend  of  mine)  that  any  man  can  care  for  a  hundn^l 
thousand  people  who  never  cared  for  onet  No  ill- 
humouied  man  can  ever  be  a  patriot,  any  more  tba 
a  friend. 

I  designed  to  have  lefl  the  following  page  for  Dr. 
Arbuthnot  to  fill,  but  he  is  so  touched  with  the  period  b 
yours  to  me  concerning  him,  that  he  intends  to  Stt>siT 
It  by  a  whole  letter.  He  too  is  busy  about  a  bi^4. 
which  I  guess  he  will  tell  you  of.  So,  adieu.  Wla' 
remains  worth  telling  you  I  Dean  Berkeley  is  veil 
and  happy  in  the  prosecution  of  his  scheme.  Lti 
Oxford  and  lord  Bolingbroke  in  health,  duke  Diffrr 
so  also ;  sir  William  Wyndham  better,  lord  Bathtns' 
well.  These  and  some  others  preserve  their  anciu: 
honour  and  ancient  friendship.  Those  who  do  neitW 
if  they  were  d  d,  what  is  it  to  a  Protestant  pri^", 
who  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  dead?  I  anivrr  tt 
my  own  part  as  a  papist,  I  would  not  pray  them  ouicf 
purgatory. 

My  name  is  as  bad  a  one  as  youra,  and  hated  br  all 
bad  people,  from  Hopkins  aud  Sterohold  to  GiUjb 
and  Gibber ;  the  first  prayed  against  me  with  the  Turk : 
and  a  modem  imitator  of  theirs  (whom  1  leave  jw  tr 
find  out)  has  added  the  Christian  to  them,  with  pr^ 
definitions  of  each,  in  this  manner : — 

Tha  pope's  tlie  whore  of  Babylon  ; 

The  iNirk  he  is  a  Jew : 
The  Christian  is  an  infidel 

That  sitteth  in  a  pew. 


FROM  DR.  ARBUTHNOT. 

London,  OcTober  17,  ITft. 
Dear  Sib, — I  have  the  vanity  to  think  that  s  ^v 
friends  have  a  real  concern  for  me,  and  are  anfj>^ 
when  I  am  in  distress ;  in  consequence  of  vhkh  I 
ought  to  communicate  with  diem  the  joy  of  mv  r^ 
covery.  I  did  not  want  a  most  kind  para^rapb  ■i' 
your  letter  to  Mr.  Pope  to  convince  me  that  you  j^ 
of  the  number ;  and  1  know  that  I  give  yon  a  scuri-  e 
pleasure  in  telling  you  that  I  think  mysdf  st  thi?  tx' 
almost  perfectly  recovered  of  a  most  unusoal  <:>) 
dangerous  distemper,  an  imposthume  in  the  bnvrl<. 
such  a  one  that,  had  it  been  m  the  hands  of  a  dirr- 
geon  in  an  outward  and  fleshy  part,  I  should  not  Uv^ 
been  well  tliese  three  months.  Duke  Disney,  our  o!u 
friend,  is  in  a  fair  way  to  recover  of  such  sncthff- 
There  have  been  several  of  them  occasioned,  a  1 
reckon,  by  the  cold  and  wet  season.  People  lur«  t.^ 
me  of  new  impostures  (as  they  call  them)  every  «ut. 
Poor  sir  William  Wyndham  has  an  impostliuoi^- 1 
hope  tlie' Bath,  where  he  is  going,  will  do  him  px» 
The  hopes  of  seeing  once  more  the  dean  of  St  Pstn^  \ 
revives  mv  spirits*  I  cannot  help  imi^ining  suok  •( 
our  old  club  met  together  like  marinera  aAcr  s  !A«a 
For  God's  sake  do  not  tantalise  your  friends  any  ox^- 
I  can  prove,  by  twenty  unanswerable  aiguneotv  t^ 
it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  you  should  comf  ovf^ '" 
England ;  that  it  would  be  committing  the  grrAi< 
absurdity  that  ever  was  not  to  do  it  the  next  appntf'^-' 
ing  winter.  I  believe  indeed  it  is  just  possible  t*>  rt^' 
your  soul  without  it,  and  that  is  all.  Ai  for  y  ' 
book  [»*  Gulliver's  Travels  "]  (of  which  I  hste  Inn:  -- 
to  myself  such  an  idea  that  1  am  prrsuaded  ti.*"^  * 
1)0  doing  any  good  upon  mankind  without  itX  1  "'' 
set  the  letters  myself  rather  than  tliat  it  should  t*'.^  * 
published.  But  before  you  put  the  finishing  U<«^  '^ 
It,  it  is  really  necessary  to  lie  acgnaintod  w'A  tsaie 


KPISTOLARY  CORRESPONDENCE. 


581 


n<>w  improTdnentB  of  mankind  that  have  appeared  of 
la:**,  and  are  daily  ap{)eaniig.  Mankind  has  an  inex- 
iuustiMe  source  of  invention  in  the  way  of  folly  and 
m.uliiesa.  I  hare  only  one  fear,  that  when  you  come 
ortT  you  will  be  BO  much  coveted  and  token  up  by  the 
rx'iiiftry,  (hat  unless  your  friends  meet  you  at  their 
t  -lil(<«,  they  will  have  none  of  your  company.  This  is 
tp^lly  no  joke  ;  I  am  quite  in  earnest.  Your  deafness 
:i  «u  necessary  a  thing  that  I  almost  begin  to  think  it 
oil  aSrctation.  I  remetyber  you  used  to  reckon 
•1> liners.  I  know  of  near  half  a  year's  dinners  yrhere 
T  >ii  iire  already  bespoke.  It  is  worth  your  while  to 
<vnie  ro  see  your  old  friend  Lewis,  who  is  wiser  than 
ts  rr  he  was,  the  best  of  husliands.  I  am  sure  I  can  say, 
fmm  my  own  experience,  that  he  is  the  best  of  friends. 
Hf  vas  so  to  me  when  he  had  little  hope  I  should  ever 
liio  tt>  thank  him. 

YoQ  must  acquaint  me  before  you  take  your  journey, 
iliit  we  may  provide  a  convenient  lodging  for  you 
diwm^  your  friends.  I  am  called  away  this  moment, 
ui«l  Uve  only  time  to  add  that  I  long  to  see  you,  and 
.itn  must  sincerely,  dear  sir,  your  most  faithful  humble 
wrvatit,  Jo.  Abbuthnot. 


FROM  THE  EARL  OF  OXFORD. 

Dover-itreet,  October  19. 1725. 
HR^rBENo  SuLy — ^I  hope  you  will  excuse  these  few 
liii«-s  for  once,  when  I  tell  you  that  yesterday  moniing, 
1  tliank  God,  my  wife  was  safely  delivered  of  a  son, 
aiui  both  mother  and  child  are  as  well  as  caA  be 
riiirH:ted.  I  fancy  this  will  not  be  disagreeable  news 
t-j  tlk?  dean  of  St.  Patrick's,  except  he  be  very  much 
•iltacd,  which  I  believe  not.  I  will  not  trouble  you 
»ith  any  mote,  but  to  tell  you  that  I  am,  with  great 
^oI'ect,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant       Oxfobp. 


TO  MR.  POPE. 

November  S6. 1725. 
I  SHfH'LD  sooner  have  acknowledged  yours  if  a  feverish 
•liionJer  and  the  relics  of  it  had  not  disabled  me  for  a 
f<^r:night.  I  now  begin  to  make  excuses,  because  I 
^  fr  I  am  pretty  near  seeuig  you,  and  therefore  I 
W'jtCd  cultivate  an  acquaintance ;  because,  if  you  do 
iKit  know  me  when  you  meet,  you  need  only  keep  one 
i'f  my  letters,  and  compare  it  with  my  face,  for  my 
ficeand  letters  are  counteroarts  of  my  heart  I  fear 
I  We  not  expressed  that  right,  but  I  mean  well,  and 
1  lute  blots:  I  look  in  your  letter,  and,  in  my  con- 
•c-tfoce,  you  say  the  same  thing  but  in  a  better  manner. 
^j  tell  my  lord  Bolingbroke  that  I  wish  he  were 
l><u)isbcd  again,  for  then  1  should  hear  from  him, 
"iim  be  was  full  of  philosophy  and  talked  de  com. 
trmpttt  wumdi.  My  lord  Oxford  was  so  extremelv 
^hiti  u  to  write  to  me  immediately  an  account  of  his 
x^'s  birth,  which  I  immediately  acknowledged ;  but 
More  the  letter  could  reach  him,  I  wished  it  in  the 
^'^ :  1  hope  I  was  more  afflicted  than  his  lordship.  It 
u  lurd  that  parsons  and  beggars  should  be  overrun 
*>th  btats  while  so  great  and  good  a  family  wants  an 
'  r  r  to  continue  it.  I  have  received  his  fatlier's 
t  ture,  but  I  lament  (m6  tiffiUo  roiv/fMiontt)  that  it  is 
I'ot  10  true  a  resemblance  as  I  could  wish.  Drown  the 
^crld!  I  am  not  content  with  despising  it,  but  I 
would  anger  it,  if  I  could  with  safety.  1  wish  there 
were  an  hoapital  built  for  its  despisen,  where  one 
n)'?ht  act  ¥rith  safety,  and  it  need  not  be  a  large 
buildit^^^  only  I  would  have  it  well  endowed.  Phi- 
I'ps  is /or/  dumetlant  whedier  he  shall  turn  parson  or 
»•".  But  all  employments  here  are  engaged,  or  in 
f^osiou  Cost  wits  and  cast  beaux  have  a  proper 
Wictuary  in  the  church;  yet  we  think  it  a  severe 
ju<i^i!ot  that  a  fine  gentleman,  and  so  much  the  finer 
lor  bating  ecclcfiattics,  should  be  a  domestic  humble 


retainer  to  an  Irish  prelate.  He  is  neither  secretary 
nor  gentleman-tisher,  yet  serves  in  both  capacities. 
He  has  published  several  reasons  why  he  never  came 
to  see  me,  but  the  best  is  that  I  liave  not  waited  on  bis 
lordship.  We  have  had  a  poem  sent  fmm  London  in 
imitation  of  that  on  Miss  Carteret.  It  is  on  Miss 
Harvey  of  a  day  old ;  we  say  and  think  it  is  yours. 
I  wish  it  were  not,  because  I  am  against  monopolit^. 
You  might  have  spared  me  a  few  more  lines  of  your 
satire,  but  I  hope  in  a  few  months  to  see  it  all.  To 
hear  boys  like  you  talk  of  millenniums  and  tranquillity ! 
I  am  older  by  thirty  years,  lord  Uolinbruke  by 
twenty,  and  you  but  by  ten,  than  when  we  last  were 
together:  and  we  should  differ  more  than  ever,  you 
coquetting  a  maid  of  honour,  my  lord  looking  on  to 
see  how  the  gamesters  play,  and  I  railing  at  you  both. 
1  desire  you  and  all  my  friends  will  take  a  special 
care  that  my  disaffection  to  the  world  may  nut  be 
imputed  to  my  age,  for  I  have  credible  witnesses 
ready  to  depose  that  it  hath  never  varied  from  tlie 
twenty 'first  to  the  f — ^ty-eighth  year  of  my  life  (pray 
fill  that  blank  charitably;).  I  tell  you,  after  all,  that 
I  do  not  hate  mankind,  it  is  vout  atUrtt  who  hate  them, 
because  you  would  have  them  reasonable  animals,  anil 
are  angry  at  being  disappointed :  I  have  always  re* 
jected  that  definition,  ana  made  another  of  my  own.  I 
am  no  more  angry  with  -.-^->—  than  I  was  with  the 
kite  that  last  week  flew  away  with  one  of  my  chickens ; 
and  yet  I  was  pleased  when  one  of  my  servants  shot 
him  two  days  after.  Thu  1  say  because  you  are  so 
hardy  as  to  tell  me  of  your  intentions  to  write  maxims 
in  opposition  to  Rochcfoucault,  who  is  my  favourite^ 
because  I  found  my  whole  character  in  him  ;  however, 
I  will  read  him  again,  because  it  is  possible  I  may 
have  since  undergone  some  alterations.  Take  care  the 
bad  poets  do  not  outwit  you,  as  they  have  served  the 
good  ones  in  every  age,  whom  they  have  provoked  to 
trammit  their  names  to  posterity.  Msevius  is  as  well 
known  as  Virgil,  and  Gildon  wiU  be  as  well  known  aa 
you  if  his  name  gets  into  your  verses :  and  as  to  the 
difference  between  good  and  bad  fame,  it  is  a  perfect 
trifle.  I  ask  a  thousand  pardons,  and  so  leave  you  for 
this  time,  and  I  will  write  again  without  conosming 
myself  whether  you  write  or  not    I  am,  &c. 

____^^____  Jonathan  Swifp. 

TO  THE  REV.  DR.  STOPFORD. 

Wretched  Dublin,  In  miaenble  Ireland. 
Nowmber  IS,  172ft. 
Dkak  Jim, — ^I  had  your  kind  letter  from  Paris,  dated 
Nov.  14,  N.  S.  I  am  angry  with  you  for  being  so 
short,  unless  you  are  resolved  not  to  rob  your  journal- 
book.  What  have  vom$  <uUre§  voyagmn  to  do  but 
write  and  ramble  f  Your  picture  of  K.  C.  I.  will  be 
a  great  present  whenever  I  shall  receive  it,  which  I 
reckon  will  be  about  the  time  of  your  return  from 
Italy ;  for  my  lord  Oxford's  picture  was  two  months 
coming  from  London. 

Mr.  Pope  is  very  angry  with  you,  and  says  you  look 
on  him  as  a  prophet,  who  is  never  esteemed  in  his  own 
country,  and  he  lays  all  the  blame  upon  you,  but  will 
be  pacified  if  you  see  him  when  you  come  hack.  Your 
other  correspondents  tell  me  that  Mr.  G.,  beside  his 
clothes^  lost  200/.  in  money,  which  to  me  you  •  slur 
over.  I  like  your  Indian*s  answers  well ;  but  I  sup- 
pose  the  queen  was  astonished  if  she  was  told,  con- 
trary to  her  notions,  that  the  great  people  were  treated 
and  maintained  by  the  poor.  Mrs.  Johnson  denies  you 
to  be  a  slave,  and  says  you  are  much  more  so  in  quality 
of  a  governor ;  as  all  good  princes  are  slaves  to  their 
subjects.  I  think  you  are  justly  dealt  with :  you 
travelled  with  liberty  to  work  your  slavery,  and  now 
you  travel  with  slavery  to  work  your  libnty.  The 
point  of  honour  will  not  be  so  great,  but  you  have 
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equal  opportunities  toinfonn  youTtelf  and  latisfy  yonr 
curiosity.  The  happier  you  were  abroad  in  your  first 
travels,  the  more  miserable  you  were  at  your  return ; 
and  now  the  case  will  be  directly  contrary.  I  have 
been  confined  a  fortnight  with  a  little  feverish  disorder, 
and  the  consequences  of  it,  but  now  am  as  usual  with 
tolerable  health. 

As  to  intelligence,  here  is  the  house  of  commons, 
with  a  little  remains  of  the  nation's  spirit  against 
Wood's  coin,  are  opposing  the  court  in  their  unreason- 
able demands  of  money  to  satisfy  the  wanton  and  pre- 
tended debts  of  the  crown,  and  all  party  but  that  of 
court  and  country  seem  to  be  laid  asleep.  I  have  said 
and  writ  to  the  lieutenant  what  I  thought  was  right, 
and  so  have  my  betters ;  but  all  aurdiM  aurUna :  this 
is  enough  for  such  a  hermit  as  I  to  tell  you  of  public 
matters.  Your  friends  are  all  well,  and  you  have  not 
been  long  enough  absent  for  any  material  accident 
to  fall  out.  Here  is  a  great  rumour  of  the  king's 
being  dead  or  dying  at  Hanover,  which  has  not  the 
least  effect  on  any  passion  in  me.  Dr.  Delany  is  a 
most  perfect  courtier;  Sheridan  full  of  his  own  affairs 
and  the  baseness  of  the  world;  Dr.  Hehdiam  a  aon 
aite  at  home  or  abroad;  the  dean  of  St.  Patrick's 
sitting  like  a  toad  in  a  comer  of  his  great  house,  with  a 
perfect  hatred  of  all  public  actions  and  persons.  You 
are  desired  to  bring  over  a  few  of  the  testons,  and  what 
d  ye  call  (Julio's,  I  think)  of  Parme,  Florence,  and 
Rome,  which  some  people  would  be  glad  of  for 
curiosities,  and  will  give  you  other  money  for  them. 
If  you  are  rich  enough  to  buy  any  good  copies  of 
pictures  by  great  hands,  I  desire  when  you  would  buy 
two  to  buy  three,  and  the  third  shall  be  taken  off  your 
hands  with  thanks,  and  all  accidents  be  answered  by 
the  buyer.  The  people  of  Ireland  have  just  found  out 
that  their  fkthers,  sons,  and  brothers,  are  not  made 
bishops,  judges,  or  officers  civil  or  military,  and  begin 
to  think  it  should  be  otherwise ;  but  the  government 
go  on  as  if  there  were  not  a  human  creature  in  the 
kingdom  fit  for  anything  but  giving  money.  Your 
brother  paid  the  money  to  the  lady; — what  would 
you  have  more  f  This  is  a  time  of  no  events.  Not  a 
robbery  or  murder  to  be  had,  for  want  of  which  and 

Eoetry  the  hawkers  are  starving.  Take  care  of  your 
ealth,  and  come  home  by  Switzerland ;  from  whence 
travel  blindfold  till  you  get  here,  which  is  the  only  way 
to  make  Ireland  tolerable.  I  am  told  the  provost  has 
absolutely  given  away  all  your  pupils.  *  Pray  God 
give  you  grace  to  be  hated  by  him  and  all  such  beasts 
while  you  live!  I  excused  your  bashfUlness  to  the 
lieutenant,  who  said  he  observed  and  understood  it, 
and  liked  you  the  better.  He  could  govern  a  wiser 
nation  better,  but  fools  are  fit  to  deal  with  fools ;  and 
he  seems  to  mistake  our  calibre,  and  treats  de  haui  era 
basy  and  gives  no  sugar  plums.  Our  dean  Maule  ano 
Dr.  Tisdall  have  taken  upon  them  die  care  of  the 
church,  and  make  wise  speeches  of  what  they  will 
amend  in  St.  Andrew^s  vestry  every  week,  to  a  crew 
of  parsons  of  their  own  kind  and  importance.  The 
primate  and  the  earl  of  Cavan  govern  the  house  of 
lords.  The  archbishop  of  Dublin  attacked  the  same 
in  the  castle  for  giving  a  good  living  to  a  certain  ani- 
mal called  a  Wdsh  black,  which  &e  other  excused, 
alleging  he  was  preferred  to  it  by  lord  Townshend. 
It  is  a  cant  word  for  a  deer-stealer.  This  fellow  was 
leader  of  a  gang,  and  had  the  honour  of  hanging  half 
a  dozen  of  his  fellows  in  quality  of  informer,  which 
was  his  merit.  If  you  cannot  match  me  that  in  Italy, 
step  to  Muscovy,  and  from  thence  to  the  Hottentots. 
I  am  just  going  out  of  town  for  two  days,  else  I 
would  have  filled  my  paper  with  more  nothings.  Pray 
God  bless  you,  and  send  you  safe  back  to  this  place, 
which  it  is  a  shame  for  any  man  of  worth  to  call  his 
home.  Jonathan  Swift. 


FROM  MR.  POPE  AND  LORD  B0UN6BB0RE. 

Deesfmba  10. 17». 
I  FIND  myself  the  better  acquainted  with  you  for  t 
long  absence,  as  men  are  witti  themselTeB  for  a  long 
affliction :  absence  does  but  hold  off  a  friend  to  make 
one  see  him  more  truly.  I  am  infinitely  more  plea»d 
to  hear  you  are  coming  near  us  than  at  anything  t^q 
seem  to  think  in  my  favour ;  an  opinion  which  ba 
perhaps  beenaggrandised  by  the  distance  or  dulnes  ef 
Ireland,  as  objects  look  larger  through  a  medium  U 
fogs :  and  yet  I  am  infinitely  pleased  with  that  tos. 
I  am  much  the  happier  for  finding  Ta  better  thing  thu 
our  wits)  our  judgments  jump  in  the  notion  tlut  all 
scribblers  should  be  passed  by  m  silence.  To  viiidicak 
oneself  against  such  nasty  slander  is  much  as  viv 
as  it  was  in  your  countryman,  when  the  people,  imputed 
a  stink  to  him,  to  prove  the  contrary  by  showing  tn 
backside.  So  let  Gildon  and  Philips  rest  in  pace! 
What  Virgil  had  to  do  with  Maevius  *  that  he  mtM 
wear  him  upon  his  sleeve  to  all  eternity,  I  do  not  bus. 
I  have  been  the  longer  upon  this,  that  I  may  prepct 
you  for  the  reception  both  you  and  your  wodu  isay 
possibly  meet  in  England.  We  your  true  aoqusiai- 
ance  will  look  upon  you  as  a  good  man,  and  loveyoo: 
others  will  look  upon  you  as  a  wit,  and  hate  yoa.  So 
you  know  the  worst ;  unless  you  are  as  vin<iQctiTV  m 
Virgil  or  the  aforesaid  Hibernian. 

I  wish  as  warmly  as  you  for  an  hospital  in  whid 
to  lodge  the  despisers  of  the  world ;  only  I  fear  itwotiid 
be  filled  wholly,  like  Chelsea,  with  maimed  sdctim, 
and  such  as  had  been  disabled  in  its  service.  1  would 
rather  have  those  that,  out  of  such  generous  priDcip)(9 
as  you  and  I,  despise  it,  fly  in  its  fkoe,  than  retire  frus 
it  Not  that  I  have  much  anger  agamst  the  gstaLrej 
spleen  is  at  the  little  rogues  of  it ;  it  would  vex  a^ 
more  to  be  knocked  on  me  head  with  a  pisspot  tbin  by 
a  thunderbolt.  As  to  great  oppressors,  they  are  Iikf 
kites  or  eagles,  one  expects  mischief  firom  fiiem :  ba 
to  be  squirted  to  death  (as  poor  Wycherley  said  to  w 
on  his  deathbed)  by  apothecaries*  apprentices,  by  tb? 
understrappers  of  imder<secretaries  to  secretsrisi  vb" 
were  no  secretaries — ^this  would  provoke  as  dull  s  <^ 
as  Philips  himself. 

So  much  for  enemies,  now  for  friends.  Mr.  L — * 
thinks  all  this  indiscreet;  the  doctw  not  so;  be  loru 
mischief  the  best  of  any  good-natured  man  in  Eurlii^ 
Lord  B.  is  above  trifling :  when  be  writes  of  snytbLu 
in  this  world,  he  is  more  than  mortal ;  if  ever  be  tnfl^ 
it  must  be  when  he  turns  a  divine.  Gay  is  irriti^^ 
tales  for  prince  William ;  I  suppose  Mr.  Philip  •-{' 
take  this  very  ill  for  two  reasons,  one  that  he  tbinb  ^ 
childish  things  belong  to  him,  and  the  other,  heaax 
he  will  take  it  ill  to  be  taught  that  one  may  write  thiDf« 
to  a  child  without  being  childish.  What  have  I  mete 
to  add  i  but  that  lord  Oxford,  desires  earnestly  tu  «* 
you :  and  that  many  others  whom  you  do  nst  tiii&i 
the  worst  of  will  be  gratified  by  it;  none  more,  be  »■ 
sured,  dian  yours,  &c. 

P.  S.  Pope  and  you  are  very  great  wits,  and  1  ^ 
very  indifferent  philosophers:  if  you  despised  tbeworfJ 
as  much  as  you  pretend,  and  perhaps  beliere,  j» 
would  not  be  so  angry  with  it.  The  founder  of  T»f 
sect,^  that  noble  original  whom  you  think  it  so  frttf 

•  Or  Pope  with  Tiblmld.  Cbocanca.  Smedley.  Ice. 

b  Very  diflerent  is  the  opinion  thnt   lotti  Sb»tbedmtj  f<* 

£ven  of  Seneca  the  perwa  here  ailudrd  to.  *•  Tia  iM.  •?• 
>,  finely,  '•  the  person,  charadw,  or  genioa.  twt  the  •1)1'  *J* 
manner  of  this  great  man.  which  we  presanie  tocoB^u*-  *>* 
acknowledge  his  noble  aentimenta  and  worthy  adioiu;  ve  on 
the  patriot  and  good  minister ;  but  we  reject  the  writer.  Vliflc 
an  nnivnsil  monandiy  waa  actnally  astabliihffd,  and  w^ 
tcn»st  of  a  whole  world  concerned,  he  surely  sanst  haw  J«^ 
e&teemed  a  guardian  angel  who,  as  a  prime  minirter .  «Mld  •■♦ 
several  years  turn  the  very  worst  of  coorta  and  waii*<*^ 
dilioned  uf  all  prinoes  to  thefhihedy 
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an  honotir  to  icwmblc,  ww  a  ilave  to  the  wont  part  of 
ti)e  world,  to  the  court ;  and  all  hU  hig  words  were 
the  language  of  a  slighted  lover,  who  desired  nothing  lo 
much  as  a  reconciliation,  and  feared  nothing  so  much 
u  a  ruptnze.  I  believe  the  world  has  used  me  as 
Kurvily  as  most  people,  and  yet  I  could  never  find  in 
my  htvt  to  be  thorougUy  angry  with  the  simple,  false, 
capricious  thing.  I  should  blush  alike  to  be  discovered 
{and  of  the  vorld  or  piqued  at  it  Your  definition  of 
ammai  roHomM,  instead  of  the  common  one,  ammai 
tatitmaUy  will  not  hear  examination ;  define  but  rea- 
•oD,  and  you  will  see  why  your  distinction  is  no  better 
tlian  that  of  the  pontiff  Cotta  between  mala  ratio  and 
hem  ratio.  But  enough  of  this :  make  us  a  visit,  and 
I  will  lubicribe  to  any  side  of  these  important  questions 
which  yon  please.  We  differ  less  than  you  imagine, 
}MTha{a,  when  you  wished  me  banished  again :  but  I 
am  not  leas  true  to  you  and  to  philosophy  in  England 
than  I  was  in  France.    Yours,  &c.     Bolingbrokb. 


FROM  THB  DUCHESS  OP  HAinLTON. 

WediMMday.  (About  17t5.) 
Dbai  Dkan, — When  we  were  together  last  I  re- 
member we  spoke  of  a  certain  stanza,  which  you  sua- 
pKtMl  me  parent  of  by  reason  diere  were  some  things 
in  it  yoQ  were  sure  I  should  have  said  twelve  3reara 
igo.  If  this  be  a  rule,  I  am  certain  you  are  not  dean 
Swift ;  for  twelve  years  ago  your  promised  letter  had 
not  been  so  long  in  coming  to  me.  All  I  can  say  is, 
I  with  you  had  been  twelve  years  ago  what  I  wish 
Ton  now,  and  that  you  were  now  what  you  was  twelve 
rewi  ago  to  your  real  friend  and  humble  servant, 

E.  Hamilton. 


TO  LORD  PALM ER8T0N. 

Dublin,  Jannaiy  1. 1?M. 
Mt  Lord, — I  am  desired  by  one  Mr.  Curtis^  a  clergy- 
man uf  this  town,  to  write  to  your  lordship  upon  an 
Adair  be  has  much  at  heart,  and  wherein  he  has  been 
Trry  unjustly  and  injuriously  treated.  I  do  now  call 
to  mind  what  I  hear  your  lordship  has  written  hither, 
that  you  were  pleased  many  yeara  ago,  at  my  recom- 
pmiJatioQ,  to  give  Dr.  Ellwood  a  grant  of  a  chamber 
ill  the  college  which  is  at  your  disposal ;  for  I  had 
tlwn  lonie  credit  with  your  lordship,  which  I  am  told 
1  \u\t  now  lost,  although  I  am  isrnorant  of  the  reason. 
I  itiall  therefore  only  inform  your  lordship  in  one  point 
Whm  you  gave  that  grant,  it  was  understood  to  con- 
tinue during  Dr.  Ellwood's  continuance  in  the  college : 
but  he,  growing  to  be  a  senior  fellow  and  requiring 
mure  conveniencies,  by  changing  one  room  and  pur- 
duuing  another,  got  into  a  mon  convenient  apartment, 
aiid  therefore  those  who  now  derive  under  tne  doctor 
liare,  during  the  doctor  s  life,  the  same  pro{>erty  as  if 
tli^  derived  under  vour  lordship;  just  as  if  one  of 
your  teuaiits  should  let  his  holding  to  another  during 
the  term  of  his  leaM,  and  take  a  more  convenient  &rm. 
Thii  is  directly  the  case,  and  must  convince  your 
kntlthip  immediately;  for  Mr.  Curtia  paid  for  the 
chamber,  either  to  the  doctor  or  to  those  who  derived 
under  him,  and  till  the  doctor  dies  or  leaves  the  college 
tir  giant  is  good. 

I  will  say  nothii^  of  Mr.  Curtis*s  character,  because 
tl)e  afiair  ia  a  matter  of  short  plain  justice ;  and,  be- 
•ides,  because  I  would  not  willmgly  do  the  young  man 
^  injury,  as  I  happened  to  do  to  another  whom  I 
recommended  to  your  lordship  merely  for  your  own 
•fnrice,  and  whom  yon  afterwards  rejected,  expressing 
)our  reason  for  doing  so,  that  I  bad  recommended 
him,  by  which  you  lost  the  very  person  of  the  whole 
kingflom  who  by  his  honesty  and  abilities  could  have 

^f  mankind.    Such  a  mlnbter  was  Seoeea,  under  an  Agripplna 
uida  Nero.'*— Cbaracterislin.  iii  ». 


been  most  useful  to  you  in  your  offices  here.  But 
these  are  some  of  the  refinements  among  you  great  men, 
which  are  above  my  low  understanding.  And,  what- 
ever vour  lordship  thinks  of  me,  I  shall  still  remain 
your  lordship's  most  obedient  and  most  humble  ser« 
vant,  Jonathan  Swift. 


PROM  LORD  PALMERSTON. 

Juraary  IS,  1716. 
Mr.  Dban, — I  should  not  give  myself  the  trouble  to 
answer  your  polite  letter,  where  I  as  unconcerned  about 
character  and  reputation  as  some  are.  The  principlei 
of  justice  I  hope  I  have  learned  from  those  who  al- 
ways treated  you  in  another  manner  than  you  do  mOt 
even  without  reason. 

You  charge  me  with  injury  and  injustice  done  Mr. 
Curtis ;  he  is  still  in  his  chamber ;  till  he  is  turned 
out  none  is  done  him,  and  he  is  satufied  with  my  pro- 
ceedings, and  the  issue  I  have  put  it  on.  Your  interest 
with  me  (which,  if  ever  lost,  such  letters  will  not  re- 
gain) procured  Dr.  Ellwood  the  use  of  that  chamber, 
not  ibe  power  to  job  it.  Your  parallel  case  of  land- 
lord ana  tenant  will  not  hold,  without  Dr.  Ellwood 
has  a  writing  under  my  hand ;  if  he  has,  I  will  fulfil 
it  to  a  tittle ;  if  not,  he  is  asa  tenant  at  will,  and  when 
he  quits,  I  am  at  liberty  to  dispose  of  the  premisei 
agam. 

Whoever  told  yon  Mr.  Stanton  was  dismissed,  be- 
cause you  recommended  him,  told  yon  a  most  notoriona 
fiilsehood ;  he  is  the  young  man  I  suppose  yoo  mean. 
The  true  reason  was,  his  demand  of  a  large  additional 
salary,  more  than  he  had  before  my  time ;  eo  he  left 
the  office,  and  was  not  turned  out 

My  daire  is  to  be  in  charity  with  all  men ;  eould  I 
say  as  much  of  you,  yon  had  sooner  iiiquired  into  this 
matter,  or  if  you  had  any  rmrd  to  a  ikmily  you  owe 
•0  much  to;  but  I  fear  yon  nugged  the  fidse  report  to 
cancel  ail  feelings  of  gratitude  that  must  ever  glow  in 
a  generous  breast,  and  to  justify  what  you  have  declared, 
that  no  regard  to  the  family  was  any  restramt  to  you. 
These  refinements  are  past  my  low  understanding,  and 
can  only  be  comprehended  1^  yon  great  wits. 

I  always  thought  in  yon  I  had  a  friend  in  Ireland, 
but  find  myself  mistoken.  I  am  sorry  fbr  it;  my 
comfort  is,  it  is  none  of  my  fault  If  you  had  taken 
anything  amiss,  you  might  have  known  the  truth  from 
me.  I  shall  always  be  as  ready  to  ask  pardon  when  I 
have  offended  as  to  justify  myself  when  I  have  not 
I  am,  sir,  your  very  humble  servant,    Palmbbston. 


TO  LORD  PALMB3IST0N. 

Jaauarv  29. 17S6. 
Mv  Lord,— I  desire  you  will  gire  yourself  the  last 
trouble  I  shall  ever  put  you  to ;  I  mean  of  reading 
this  letter.  I  do  entirely  acquit  you  of  any  injury  or 
injustice  done  to  Mr.  Curtis,  and  if  you  had  read  that 
passage  relating  to  his  bad  usage  a  second  time,  you 
could  not  possibly  have  so  ill  understood  me.  The 
injury  and  miustice  he  received  were  fivm  those  who 
claimed  a  title  to  his  chambers,  took  away  his  key, 
reviled  and  threatened  to  beat  him,  with  a  great  deal 
more  of  the  like  brutal  conduct.  Whereupon  at  his 
request  I  laid  the  case  before  you,  as  it  appeared  to  me. 
And  it  would  have  be«m  very  strange  if,  on  account  of 
a  trifle,  and  of  a  penon  for  whom  I  have  no  concern, 
further  dian  as  he  was  employed  by  me  on  the  cha- 
racter he  bears  of  piety  and  learning,  1  should  charge 
you  with  injury  and  injustice  to  him,  when  I  knew 
from  himself  and  Mr.  Reading  that  you  were  not 
answerable  for  either. 

As  you  state  the  case  of  tenant  at  will,  it  is  certain 
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no  law  can  compel  you ;  but,  to  say  the  truth,  I  then 
had  not  law  in  my  thoughts. 

Now,  if  what  I  writ  of  injury  and  injustice  were 
wholly  applied  in  plain  terms  to  one  or  two  of  the 
college  here,  whose  names  were  below  my  zemembrance, 
you  will  consider  how  I  could  deserve  an  answer  in 
every  line  fiiU  of  foul  invectives,   open   reproaches, 
jesting  flirts,  and  contumelious  terms,  and  what  title 
you  have  to  give  me  such  contumelious  treatment  who 
never  did  you  the  least  injury  or  received  the  least 
obligation  from  you.     I  own  myself  indebted  to  sir 
William  Temple  for  recommending  me  to  the  late 
kmg,  although  without  success,  and  for  his  choice  di 
me  to  take  care  of  his  posthumous  writings.     But  I 
hope  you  will  not  charge  my  living  in  his  family  as 
an  obligation,  for  I  was  educated  to  litde  purpose  if  I 
retired  to  his  house  on  any  other  motives  than  the 
benefit  of  his  conversation  and  ad?ice,  and  the  oppor- 
tunity of  pursuing  my  studies.     For,  bemg  bom  to  no 
fortune,  I  was  at  his  death  as  &r  to  seek  as  ever,  and 
perhaps  you  will  allow  that  I  was  of  some  use  to  him. 
This  I  will  venture  to  say,  that  in  the  time  when  I 
had  some  litUe  credit  I  did  fifty  times  more  for  fifty 
people,  from  whom  I  never  received  die  least  service 
or  assistance.     Yet  I  should  not  be  pleased  to  hear  a 
relation  of  mine  reproaching   them   for  ingratitude, 
although  many  of  them  well  deserve  it;  for,  thanks  to 
party  I  have  met  m  both  kingdoms  with  ingratitude 
enough.  ° 

If  I  have  been  ill  informed  in  what  you  mention  of 
Mr.  Stanton,  you  have  not  been  much  better,  that  I 
declared  no  regard  to  the  tamily  (as  you  express  it) 
was  a  restraint  to  me.  I  never  had  the  least  occasion 
to  uw  any  such  words.  The  last  time  I  saw  you  in 
I-ondon  was  the  last  intercourse  I  ever  had  with  the 
family.  But  havmg  always  trusted  to  my  own  inno- 
cence, I  shall  not  be  inquisitive  to  know  my  accusers. 
,.  T^-  •  \  ™«"^oned  my  loss  of  interest  with  you,  I 
did  it  with  concern,  but  I  had  no  resentment,  because 
I  supposed  it  only  to  arise  from  different  sentiments  in 
public  matters. 


FROM  DR.  ARBUTHNOT. 

Tuesday,  ttiree  o'clock,  April  i,  17M, 
Deak  Sib, — I  have  been  at  your  lodgiugs  this  moni- 
ing,  but  you  was  out  early.  Her  royal  highness  [tfln- 
ward  queen  Caroline]  begs  the  honour  of  a  visit  froa 
you  on  Thursday  night  at  seven  o  clock.  Vou  are  te 
be  attended  by,  dear  sir,  your  most  fiuthful  hiuuUc 
servant,  Jo.  Arbuthsot. 

I  hope  you  will  not  engage  yourself  at  that  boui; 
but  I  snail  see  you  before  that  time. 


TO  MR.  WORRALL. 

l4Midon,  April  IC,  17l«. 
The  ladies  have  told  you  all  my  adventures,  and  I 
hear  you  are  ruining  me  with  dung.  I  bate  vrJ 
several  times  to  the  ladies,  and  shall  soon  do  so  sfiix 
I  send  you  enclosed  the  bill  of  lading  for  a  pictuit  tk 
has  lain  long  at  sea ;  you  will  be  so  kind  tu  get  it  Mt 
of  the  custom-house.  Mr.  Medlycotl*  will  make  it 
easy  if  there  should  be  any  diflSculties.  My  booiiif 
service  to  Mrs.  WorraU,  and  the  ladies,  and  all  dt 
friends.  I  thank  God  I  am  in  pretty  good  health.  I 
have  now  company  with  me ;  I  can  say  no  more. 

I  hope  you  are  all  well. 

I  got  no  voice  at  Oxford ;  but  am  endeavourii^  U 
one  here.  Jonatham  Swin. 


FROM  THE  EARL  OF  PETBRBOROUGH. 

SattudnT  ereiiiD;> 
One  of  your  Irish  heroes,  that  from  the  extreniitr  d 
our  English  land  came  to  dratroy  the  wicked  dranii 
project,  desires  to  meet  you  on  Monday  next  at  P&A':i'*^ 
green.  If  you  are  not  engaged  I  will  send  my  cma. 
for  you. 

Sir  Robert  Walpole,  any  morning,  except  Tmdij 
and  Thursday,  which  are  his  public  days,  about  niw 
in  the  morning,  will  be  glad  to  see  you  at  his  Low^n 
house.  On  Monday,  if  I  see  you,  I  will  gire  pn  a 
further  account     Your  affectionate  servant, 

Petebboxowh. 


jHeseut  I  am  not ;  because,  though  nothing  can  excuse 
those  intemperate  words  your  pen  has  let  fall,  yet  I 
shaU  give  allowance  to  a  hasty  person,  hurried  on  by 
a  mistake   beyond  all  rules  of  decency.     If  a  first 
minister  of  state  had  used  me  as  you  have  done,  he 
should  have  heard  from  me  in  another  style,  because 
in  that  case  retaliating  would  be  thought  a  mark  of 
courage :  but  as  your  lordehip  is  not  in  a  situation  to 
do  nie  good,  nor,  I  am  sure,  of  a  disposition  to  do  me 
mischief,  so  I  should  lose  the  merit  of  being  bold, 
because  I  could  incur  no  danger,  if  I  gave  myself  a 
liberty  which  your  ill  usage  seemed  to  demand.    In 
this  point  alone  we  are  exactly  equal,  but  in  wit  and 
politeness  I  am  ready  to  yield  to  you  as  much  as  I  do 
in  tiUes  and  estate. 

I  liave  found  out  one  secret,  that,  although  you  call 
me  a  great  wit,  you  do  not  think  me  so,  otherwise  you 
would  have  been  too  cautious  to  have  writ  me  such  a 
letter. 

You  conclude  with  saying  you  are  ready  to  ask 
pardon  where  you  have  offended.  Of  this  I  acquit 
you,  because  I  have  not  taken  die  offence,  but  whether 
you  wUl  acquit  yourself  must  be  left  to  your  conscience 
and  honour. 

I  have  formerly  upon  occasion  been  your  humble 
servant  m  Ireland,  and  should  not  reftise  to  be  so  still: 
but  you  have  so  useftil  and  excellent  a  friend  in  Mr. 
Heading,  that  you  need  no  other,  and  I  hope  my  good 
opmion  of  him  will  not  lessen  yours.  I  am,  my  lord, 
your  most  humble  servant,  Jonathan  Swift. 


TO  THE  EARL  OF  PETERBOROUGH. 

April «.  IT?' 
My  Lord,  —  Your  lordiliip  having  at  my  mju^* 
obtained  for  me  an  hour  from  sir  Hobert  \VaIpt>k  I 
accordingly  attended  him  yesterday  at  eight  o'clock  is 
the  morning,  and  had  somewhat  more  than  an  h«wi 
conversation  with  him.  Your  lordship  was  this  ^) 
pleased  to  inquire  what  passed  between  that  grt.t 
minister  and  me ;  to  which  I  gave  you  some  ffnml 
answers,  from  whence  you  said  you  could  ooraprefaeii*i 
little  or  nothing. 

I  had  no  odier  design  in  desiring  to  tee  sir  R(<^ 
Walpole  than  to  represent  the  aflairs  of  Irplfuiti )« 
him  in  a  true  light,  not  only  withotit  any  rifv  *-^ 
myself,  but  to  any  party  whatsoever ;  and  betaxsf  1 
understood  the  affairs  of  that  kingdom  tolerably  veil 
and  observed  the  representations  he  had  receiv<^  wtTf 
such  as  I  could  not  agree  to;  my  principal  dw^: 
was  to  set  him  right,  not  only  tor  the  service  of  \vt\st< 
but  likewise  of  Kngland,  and  of  his  own  admtui^^' 
tion. 

I  failed  very  much  in  my  design ;  for  I  saw  be  M 
conceived  opinions,  from  the  example  and  niicHc»«  •• 
the  present  and  some  fornix  governors,  which  I  rooiJ 
not  reconcile  to  the  notions  I  had  of  liberty,  a  posse- 
sion always  understood  by  the  Britii^i  nation  to  br  tW 
inheritance  of  a  human  creature. 

Sir  Robert  Walpole  was  pleasrd  to  enlarge  vht 
much  upon  the  subject  of  Ireland,  in  a  manner  svalw^* 
from  what  I  conceived  to  be  rights  and  privilfsc»  vf  * 

■  Thomas  Mrdlycott,  esq.,  npmbtfr  for  Westxshaier.taJ  ■ 
commissioner  of'tho  rtf venue  iu  Ireland, 
b  Iwiorwd  "  17X6t  in  summer." 
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111)  j<>ct  of  Ent^land,  that  I  did  not  think  proper  to 
iel)at«  the  matter  with  him  so  much  as  I  otherwiw 
nigbt,  because  I  found  it  would  be  in  vain.  I  shall 
h^rrfore,  without  entering  into  dispute,  make  bold  to 
nentioii  to  your  lordship  some  few  grievances  of  that 
iing|(lom,  as  it  consists  of  a  people  who,  beside  a  natu- 
«1  right  of  enjoying  the  privileges  of  subjects,  have  also 
1  claim  of  merit  from  their  extraordinary  loyalty  to  the 
xesent  king  [George  I.]  and  bis  family. 

Fint,  That  all  persons  bom  in  Ireland  are  called  and 
rested  as  Irishmen,  although  their  fathers  and  grand- 
athcrs  were  bom  in  England  ;  and  their  predecessors 
laring  been  conaueron  of  Ireland,  it  is  humbly  con* 
leired  they  ongot  to  be  on  as  good  a  foot  as  any 
abjedi  of  Britain,  according  to  the  practice  of  aU 
nber  natians^  and  particularly  of  the  Greeks  and 
iomsos. 

Secondly,  That  they  are  denied  the  natural  liberty 
»f  exporting  dieir  manufactures  to  any  country  which 
s  not  engaged  in  a  war  with  England. 

Thinlly,  That  whereas  there  is  a  imivenity  in  Ire* 
and,  founded  by  queen  Elizabeth,  where  youth  are 
mtracted  with  a  much  stricter  discipline  than  either 
Q  Oxford  or  Cambridge ;  it  lies  under  the  greatest 
liKoiiragements,  by  fiUing  all  the  principal  em^oy* 
Dcnts,  civil  and  ecclesiastical,  with  persons  fnnn  Eng- 
ud,  who  have  neither  interest,  property,  acquaintance^ 
lor  sUiaaoe  in  tbat  klogdom,  contrary  to  the  practice 
f  ill  other  sti^ei  in  Europe  which  are  governed  by 
'iceroyi,  at  least  what  hath  never  been  used  without 
be  utmost  diaoontents  of  the  people. 

Fourthly,  That  several  of  the  bishops  sent  over  to 
nUad,  having  been  clergymen  of  obscure  condition, 
lod  without  other  distinction  than  that  of  chaplains  to 
Im  governors^  do  frequently  invite  over  toeir  old 
icqasintanee  or  kindred,  to  whom  they  bestow  the  bert 
•mferments  in  Cfanr  gift.  The  like  may  be  said  of  the 
adges^  who  take  with  them  one  or  two  dependants,  to 
ihom  they  give  their  countenance ;  ana  who,  con- 
equrady,  without  other  merit,  grow  immediately  into 
be  chief  buriness  of  their  courts.  The  same  practice 
>  followed  by  all  others  in  civil  employments,  if  they 
tate  a  cousin,  a  valet,  or  footman  in  their  family  born 
u  KngUod. 

f'iiUily,  That  all  civil  employments  granted  in  re* 
Riion  are  given  to  persons  who  reside  in  England. 

The  people  of  Ireland,  who  are  certainly  the  most 
'yal  subjects  in  the  world,  cannot  but  conceive  that 
ixst  of  these  hardships  have  been  the  consequence  of 
[tne  unfortunate  representations  (at  least)  in  former 
ivm  i  and  the  whole  body  of  the  gentry  feel  the  effects 
u  a  very  sensible  ^art,  being  utterly  destitute  of  all 
nwini  to  make  provision  for  their  younger  sons,  either 
n  the  church,  the  law,  the  revenue,  or  (of  late)  in  the 
^noT :  and,  in  the  desperate  condition  of  trade,  it  is 
v^ually  vain  to  think  of  making  them  merchants.  All 
1^  liave  left  is,  at  the  expiration  of  leases,  to  rack 
u^'u  tenants^  which  they  have  done  to  such  a  degree 
>ut  there  is  not  one  farmer  in  a  hundred  through  the 
i^i^dom  who  can  afford  shoes  or  stockings  to  his 
''•ildren,  or  to  eat  6esh,  or  drink  anything  better  than 
<'ur  milk  or  water  twice  in  a  year ;  so  that  the  whole 
^tttrj,  except  the  Scottish  plantation  in  the  north,  is 
^  Keiic  of  misery  and  desolation  hardly  to  be  matched 
='!>  ihi«  side  lApland. 

"Ihe  rents  of  Ireland  are  computed  to  about  a  million 
ukI  a  half,  whereof  one  half-million  at  least  is  spent  by 
"l^u  and  gentlemen  residing  in  England,  and  by  some 
^w  articles  too  long  to  mention. 

At«ut  300,000/.  more  are  returned  thither  on  other 
traimts;  and,  upon  the  whole,  those  who  are  the  best 
**T«ed  in  that  kind  of  knowledge  agree  that  England 
S»»i«  annually  by  Ireland  a  million  at  least,  which 
weo  I  could  make  appear  beyond  all  doubt. 


But  as  this  mighty  profit  would  probably  inctcase, 
with  tolerable  treatment,  to  half  a  million  more,  so  it 
must  of  necessity  sink  under  the  hardships  that  king* 
dom  lies  at  present. 

And  whereas  sir  Robert  Walpole  was  pleased  to 
take  notice  bow  little  the  king  gets  by  Ireland,  it 
ouglit  perhaps  to  be  considered  tliat  the  revenues  and 
taxes,  I  think,  amount  to  above  100,000/.  a*year ;  and 
reckoning  the  riches  of  Ireland,  compared  with  Eng- 
land, to  be  as  one  to  twelve,  the  king's  revenues  th^ 
would  be  equal  to  more  than  five  millions  here ;  which, 
considering  the  bad  payment  of  rente  from  such  mi* 
serable  creatures  as  most  of  the  tenants  in  Ireland  are, 
will  be  allowed  to  be  at  much  as  such  a  kingdom  can 
bear. 

The  current  coin  of  Ireland  is  reckoned  at  most  but 
500,000/.,  so  that  above  four-fifths  ore  paid  every  year 
into  the  Exchequer. 

I  think  it  manifest  that  whatever  circumstances  can 
possibly  contribute  to  make  a  country  poor  and  de- 
spicable are  all  united  with  respect  to  Ireland.  The 
nation  controlled  by  laws  to  whicn  they  do  not  consent, 
disowned  by  their  brethren  and  countrymen,  refused 
the  liberty  not  (mly  of  trading  with  their  own  manu* 
factures,  but  even  their  native  commodities,  forced  to 
seek  for  justice  many  hmidred  miles  by  sea  and  land, 
rendered  in  a  manner  incapable  of  serving  their  king 
and  country  in  any  employment  of  honour,  trust,  or 
profit;  and  all  this  without  the  least  demerit;  while 
the  governors  sent  over  thither  can  possibly  Iiave  no 
affection  to  the  people  further  than  what  is  instilled 
into  them  by  their  own  justice  and  luve  of  mankind, 
which  do  not  always  operate ;  and  whatever  they  please 
to  represent  hither  is  never  called  in  question. 

Whether  the  representatives  of  such  a  people,  thus 
distressed  and  laid  in  the  dust,  when  they  meet  in  a 
parliament,  can  do  the  public  business  with  that  cheer* 
fulness  which  might  be  expected  from  free- bom  sub- 
jects, would  be  a  question  in  any  other  country  except 
that  unfortunate  island ;  the  English  inhabitants  where- 
of have  given  more  and  greater  examples  of  their 
loyalty  and  dutifulness  than  can  be  shown  in  any 
other  port  of  the  world. 

What  part  of  these  grievances  may  be  thought 
proper  to  oe  redressed  by  so  wise  and  great  a  muiister 
as  sir  Robert  Walpole,  be  nerhajis  will  please  to  con- 
sider ;  especially  because  tney  luive  been  all  brought 
upon  that  kingdom  since  the  Revolution ;  which, 
however,  is  a  blessing  amiually  celcbratefl  there  with 
the  greatest  zeal  and  sincerity. 

I  most  humbly  entreat  your  lordship  to  give  this 
paper  to  rir  Robert  Walpole,  and  desire  him  to  read 
it,  which  he  may  do  in  a  few  minutes.  I  am,  with  the 
greatest  respect,  my  lord,  your  lordship's  must  obedient 
and  humble  senrant,  Jonathan  Swinr. 

TO  DR.  SHERIDAN. 

London.  July  8,  17S6. 
Good  Doctor, — I  have  had  two  months  of  great  un* 
easiness  at  the  ill  account  of  Mrs.  Johnson's  healtli,  and, 
as  it  is  usual,  feared  the  worst  that  was  possible,  and 
doubted  all  tlie  good  accounts  that  were  sent  me.  I 
pray  God  her  danger  may  warn  her  to  be  less  wilful, 
and  more  ready  to  fall  into  those  measures  that  her 
friends  and  physician  advise  her  to.  I  had  a  letter 
two  days  ago  from  archdeacon  Wall,  dated  six  days 
before  yours,  wherein  he  gives  me  a  better  account 
than  you  do,  and  therefore  I  apprehend  she  hath  not 
mended  since ;  and  yet  he  says  he  can  honestly  tell 
me  she  is  now  much  better.  Pray  thank  the  arch- 
deacon, and  tell  him  he  is  to  have  a  share  in  this 
letter;  and  therefore  I  will  save  him  the  trouble  of 
another.  Tell  him  also  that  I  never  asked  for  my 
1000/.,  which  be  hears  I  have  got,  though  I  mentioned 
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it  to  the  pnncen  the  last  time  I  aaw  her;  but  I  bid 
her  tell  Walpole  ■  I  scorned  to  aak  him  for  it.     But 
blot  out  this  paasage,  and  mention  it  to  no  one  except 
the  ladies,  because   I  know  Mrs.  Johnson  would  be 
pleased  with  it,  and  I  will  not  write  to  them  till  I  hear 
from  them ;  therefore  this  letter  is  theirs  as  well  as 
yours.     The  archdeacon  further  says  that  Mrs.  John- 
son has  not  tasted  claret  for  sereral  mondis,  but  once  at 
his  house.     This  I  dislike.  <  I  cannot  tell  who  is  the 
fourth  of  your  friends,  unless  it  be  yourself :  I  am  sorry 
for  your  new  laborious  studies,  but  the  best  of  it  is, 
they  will  not  be  your  own  another  day.     I  thank  you 
for  your  new  style  and  mrat  useful  quotations.     I  am 
only  concerned  that,  although  you  get  the  grace  of  the 
house,  you  will  never  get  the  grace  of  the  town,  but 
die  plain  Sheridan,  or  Tom  at  most,  because  it  is  a 
syllable  shorter  than  doctor.     However,  I  will  give  it 
you  at  length  in  the  superscription ;  and  people  will  so 
wonder  how  the  news  could  come  and  return  so  quick 
to  and  from  England,  especially  if  the  wind  be  fair 
when  the  packet  goes  over ;  and  let  me  warn  you  to  be 
very  careful  in  sending  for  your  letters  two  days  after 
the  commencement.     You  lost  one  post  by  my  being 
out  of  town ;  for  I  came  hither  to-day,  and  sh^l  stay 
three  or  four  upon  some  business,  and  then  go  back  to 
Mr.  Pope*s,  and  there  continue  till  August,  and  then 
come  to  town  till  I  begin  my  journey  to  Ireland,  which 
J  propose  the  middle  of  August.  My  old  butler  Archy 
IS  oere  ruined  and  starving,  and  hu  pursued  me  and 
wrote  me  a  letter,  but  I  have  refused  to  see  him.    Our 
friend  at  the  castle  writ  to  me  two  months  ago  to  have 
a  sight  of  those  papers,  &c.,  of  which  I  brought  away 
a  copy.     I  have  answered  him,  that  whatever  papers  I 
have  are  conveyed  from  one  place  to  another  through 
nine  or  ten  hands,  and  that  I  have  the  key.    If  he 
should  mention  anything  of  papers  in  general,  either  to 
you  or  the  ladies,  and  that  you  can  bring  it  in,  I  would 
have  you  and  them  to  confirm  the  same  story,  and 
laugh  at  my  humour  in  it,  &c.     My  service  to  Dr. 
Delany,  Dr.  Helsham,  the  Grattans  and   Jacksons. 
There  is  not  so  despised  a  creature  here  as  your  friend 
[Ambrose  Philips]  with  the  soil  verses  on  children.    I 
heartily  pity  him.     This  is  the  first  time  I  was  ever 
weary  of  England,  and  longed  to  be  in  Ireland ;  but  it 
is  because  go  I  must ;  for  I  do  not  love  Ireland  better, 
nor  England,  as  England,   worse;  in  short,  you  all 
live  in  a  wretched  dirty  doghole  and  prison,  but  it  is 
a  place  good  enough  to  die  in.     I  can  (ell  you  one 
thing,  that  I  have  had  the  fairest  offer  made  me  of  a 
settlement  here  that  one  can  imagine,  which,  if  I  were 
ten  years  younger,  I  would  gladly  accept,  widiin  twelve 
miles  of  London  and  in  the  midst  of  my  friends.    But 
I  am  too  old  for  new  schemes,  and  especially  such  as 
would  bridle  me  in  my  freedoms  and  liberalities.   But 
•o  it  is,  that  I  must  be  forced  to  get  home,  partly  by 
stealth  and  partly  by  force.     I  have  indeed  one  tempt- 
ation for  this  winter,   much  stronger,  which  is  of  a 
fine  house  and  garden,  and  park,  and  wine-cellar  in 
Prance,  to  pass  away  winter  m ;»»  and  if  Mrs.  Johnson 
were  not.  so  out  of  order,  I  would  certainly  accept  of 
it ;  and  I  wish  she  could  go  to  Montpelier  at  the  same 
time.     You  see  I  am  grown  visionary,  and  dierefore  it 
is  time  to  have  done.  Adieu.        Jonathan  Swift. 


TO  MR.  1IV0RRAX.L. 

Twickenham,  Jal^  IS,  17S6. 
I  WISH  you  would  send  me  a  common  bill  in  form 
upon  any  banker  for  100/.,  and  I  will  wait  for  it,  and 
in  the  mean  time  borrow  where  I  can.  What  you  tell 
me  of  Mrs.  Johnson  I  have  long  expected  with  great 
oppression  and  heaviness  of  heart.     "We  liave  been 

>  Sir  Robert,  afterward*  earl  of  Orfbrd. 
b  Lord  Uolingbrokfi  inyitod  the  dean  to  spend  a  winter  with 
him  at  hia  houie  in  France,  on  the  bauka  of  iho  Loire. 


perfect  friends  these  f hirty-flve  years.  Upon  my  idvia 

they  both  came  to  Ireland,  and  have  been  ev«r  ma 

my  constant  companions ;  and  the  remainder  of  ny 

life  will  be  a  very  melancholy  scene,  when  one  of  Omb 

is  gone,  whom  I  most  esteemed  upon  the  score  of  ercrj 

good  quality  that  can  possibly  recommend  a  biustt 

creature.     I  have  these  two  months  seen  through  Ma. 

Dingley*s  disguises.*    And  indeed  ever  since  I  lc& 

you  my  heart  has  been  so  sunk  that  I  have  not  btsi 

the  same  man,  nor  ever  shall  be  again,  but  dngoii 

wretched  life,  till  it  shall  please  God  to  call  measaj, 

I  must  tell  you  as  a  friend,  that,  if  you  have  naaoo  ti 

believe  Mrs.  Johnson  cannot  hold  oat  till  my  reton,! 

would  not  think  of  coming  to  Ireland ;  anid  in  tiM 

case  I  would  expect  of  yon  in  the  begvmiag  of  Sq^ 

tember  to  renew  my  licence  for  aoDtlicr  balf*jiv, 

which  time  I  will  spend  in  some  retirement  fsr  frn 

London,  till  I  can  be  in  a  dinweitian  of  appesringate 

an  accident  that  must  be  so  ntal  to  my  quiet    I  via 

it  could  be  brought  about  that  she  might  mske  k 

will.    Her  intentions  are  to  leaare  tfa«  intoert  of  ill 

her  fortune  to  her  mother  and  sisfes  dninig  their  lim, 

and  afterwards  to  Dr.  Stephen's  honiital,  to  porcbat 

lands  for  such  uses  there  as  she  dengue.    Think  bos 

I  am  disposed  while  I  write  this,  and  loigive  tlie  is- 

consistencies.    I  would  not  for  the  miivaw  be  pMRst 

at  such  a  trial  of  seeing  her  depart  She  wHI  he  ma^ 

friends  that,  upon  her  own  account  aod  gnat  wotiL 

will  tend  her  with  all  possible  care,  where  I  should  \m 

a  trouble  to  her,  and  the  greatest  tonncnt  to  myself,  b 

case  the  matter  should  be  despemfte^  I  would  hare  ^ « 

advise,   if  they  come  to  town,  that  diey  shodd  U 

lodged  in  some  ury  healthy  part,  and  not  in  the  das* 

ery,  which  besides,  you  know,  caanof  hot  bs  a  tey 

improper  thing  for  that  house  to  breathe  her  hut  a- 

This  1  leave  to  your  discretion,  and  I  conjure  you  u 

bum  this  letter  immediately,  witboat  tellmg  iit  w^ 

tents  of  it  to  any  person  alive.     Pray  write  to  m 

every  week,  that  I  may  know  what  stepa  to  tike ;  i*  I 

am  determined  not  to  go  to  Ireland,  to  find  her  joA 

dead,  or  dying.     Nothing  but  extremity  could  uu^f 

me  so  familiar  with  those  terrible  words  applini  ^' 

such  a  dear  friend.    Let  her  know  I  have  bought  b^ 

a  repeating  gold  watch  for  her  ease  in  winter  nigfats.  I 

designed  to  have  surprised  her  with  it;  but  do*  I 

would  have  her  know  it  that  she  may  see  bov  s; 

thoughts  are  always  to  make  her  eaay. 

I  am  of  opinion  that  there  is  not  a  greater  fbUy  tku 
to  contract  too  great  and  intimate  a  friendship,  vhki: 
must  always  leave  the  survivor  miserable. 

On  the  back  of  Burton's  note  there  was  writts  tbe 
account  of  Mrs.  Johnson  s  sickness.  Ptay,  in  ti«r 
next  avoid  that  mistake,  and  leave  the  back  side  bM. 
When  you  have  read  this  letter  twice,  and  rrtib 
what  I  desire,  pray  bum  it ;  and  let  all  I  have  taid  k 
only  in  your  breast 

Pray  write  every  week.     I  have  (till  I  know  furl^ 
fixed  on  August  the  fifteenth  to  set  out  for  Ireland.  I 
shall  continue  or  alter  my  measures  according  to  j^ 
letters.     Adieu. 

Direct  your  letters  still  to  Mrs.  Rice,  ftc 
Pray  tell  Mr.  Dobbs  of  the  college  tbat  I  nttiff^ 
his  letter,  but  cannot  possibly  answer  it;  which  I  (*^ 
tainly  would  if  I  had  materials. 

As  to  what  you  say  about  promotion,  you  will  fi<"^  * 
was  giren  immediately  to  Maule,**  as  I  am  told :  ifi^ 
I  assure  you  I  had  no  offers,  nor  would  accept  ibeo. 

a  Probably  endeavonring  to  conceal  Mrs.  Johasm'*  ^"^ 
in  tendemeu  to  the  dean. 

b  Dr.  Henry  Mnnle.  promoted  to  the  biAoprie  of  Ci'^'*'- 
Sept.  6.  1786;  tianslated  to  Dromore.  Maicfa  ».  ITST.'V^* 
Meath»  May  24. 1744.  This  moat  worthy  man  was  onr  ^^  ^ 
Ant  promoteiB  of  the  Protetttant  ch>irter  «^oo1s  in  In*  jod  fc' 
the  rect'iition  and  edm-ation  of  children  of  papists  •htA  h*i* 
met  with  great  success. 
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tfj  befaftriour  to  those  in  power  hu  been  directly  con* 
my  fince  J  came  here.  I  would  rather  have  good 
levi  from  you  than  Cuiterbury,  though  it  were  given 
De  upon  my  own  termi. 

TO  THE  REV.  DR.  STOPFORD. 

Twickenham*  new  Loodon, 
July  SO.  17X6. 
)sAB  Jim, — I  had  a  letter  from  you  three  months 
go,  with  an  account  of  a  fine  picture  you  had  tent 
Of,  which  is  now  safe  in  Ireland,  for  which  I  readily 
baak  you,  and  Robert  Arbuthnot  swears  it  is  an 
triginal.  I  did  not  answer  you  because  I  was  told 
-ou  were  in  motion.  1  had  yours  of  July  12,  N.S., 
vfterday ;  and  since  you  are  fixed  at  Paris,  I  Ten- 
ure to  send  you  this,  thought  Robert  Arbuthnot  be 
lere.  He  has  lately  married  alady  among  us  of  9002. 
^ynr,  and  I  think  will  soon  go  to  France ;  but  I 
»Te  chiefly  lired  about  two  months  with  Mr.  Pope» 
lince  the  town  grew  empty.  I  shall  leave  him  the 
N^inmng  of  August,  and  so  settle  mv  afiairs  to  be 
D  Ireland  by  the  end  of  that  month,  for  my  licence 
if  h&lf>s-year  will  then  be  out.  I  came  here  to  see 
ay  old  friends,  and  upon  some  business  I  had  with 
iro  of  them,  which,  however,  proves  to  be  of  little 
onsequence.  The  people  in  power  have  been  civil 
Aough  to  me  ;  many  ox  them  haye  visited  me.  I 
ru  notable  to  withstand  seeing  the  princess,  because 
be  bad  commanded  that  whenever  I  came  hither,  as 
be  news  said  I  intended,  that  I  should  wait  on  her. 
vaa  latterly  twice  with  the  chief  minister ;  the  first 
ime  by  invitation*  and  the  second  at  my  desire  for 
a  boor,  wherein  we  difiSsred  in  every  point:  but  all 
bit  made  a  great  noise,  and  soon  got  to  Ireland, 
ram  whence,  upon  the  late  death  of  the  biahop  of 
Hoyne,  it  was  said  I  was  offered  to  succeed,  and  I 
eceiTed  many  letters  upon  it,  but  there  was  nothing 
ftnitb,forI  was  neither  offered  nor  would  have 
ecei^tfd,  except  upon  conditions  which  would  never 
« granted.  For  I  absolutely  broke  with  the  first 
liniiter  and  have  never  seen  him  since,  and  I  lately 
omplained  of  him  to  the  princess,  because  I  knew 
be  would  tell  him.  I  am,  besides,  all  to  pieces  with 
be  lofd-lieutenant,  whom  I  treated  very  roughly, 
lul  absolutely  refused  to  dine  with  him.  So  that, 
ear  Jim,  you  see  bow  little  I  shall  be  able  to  assist 
00  with  the  great  ones  here,  unless  some  change  of 
nnictry  should  happen.  Yet  when  a  new  governor 
on  over,  it  is  hard  if  I  cannot  be  some  way  in* 
tnunental.  I  have  given  strict  charge  to  Mr.  Pope 
}  rereito  yoa  with  aU  kindness  and  distinction.  Ue 
)  perfectly  well  received  by  all  the  people  in  power, 
■Ml  hp  loves  to  do  good ;  and  there  can  hardly  go 
Ter  a  governor  to  whom  he  may  not,  by  himself  or 
lends,  strongly  recommend  you. 
I  fear  I  shall  have  more  than  ordinary  reasons  to 
i«h  you  a  near  naighbour  to  me  in  Ireland,  and 
^  your  company  will  be  more  neoessary  than  ever, 
rlien  I  tell  yoo  that  I  neTer  was  in  sogreat  adejec- 
ion  of  spirits.  For  I  lately  received  a  letter  from 
(r.  Worrall,  that  one  of  the  two  oldest  and  dearest 
iends  I  have  in  the  world  is  In  so  desperate  a  con- 
ition  of  health  as  makes  me  expect  every  post  to 
ear  of  her  death.  It  is  the  younger  of  the  two 
ith  whom  I  have  lived  in  the  greatest  friendship  for 
lirty-three  years.  I  know  you  will  share  in  my 
^uble,  because  Uiere  were  few  persons  whom  I  be* 
PTC  yon  more  esteemed.  For  my  part,  as  I  value 
Te  verv  little,  so  the  poor  casual  remains  of  it,  after 
Jch  a  loss,  would  be  a  burden  that  I  must  heartily 
eic  God  Almighty  to  enable  me  to  bear;  and  I 
link  there  is  not  a  greater  folly  than  that  of  entering 
ito  too  strict  and  particular  a  friendship,  with  the 
m  of  v^cii  a  man  must  be  absolutely  miserable ; 


but  especially  at  an  age  when  it  is  too  late  to  engage 
in  a  new  friendship.  Besides,  this  was  a  person  of 
mv  own  rearing  and  instructing  from  childhood; 
who  excelled  in  every  good  quality  that  can  possibly 
accomplish  a  human  creature. — They  have  hitherto 
writ  me  deceiving  letters,  but  Mr.  Worrall  has  been 
so  just  and  prudent  as  to  tell  me  the  truth ;  which, 
however  racUng,  is  better  than  to  be  struck  on  the 
sudden. — Dear  Jim,  pardon  me,  I  know  not  what  I 
am  saying ;  but  believe  me  that  violent  friendship  is 
much  more  lasting  and  as  much  engaging  as  violent 
love.     Adieu. 

If  this  accident  should  happen  before  I  set  out,  I 
believe  I  shall  stay  this  winter  in  England ;  where  it 
will  be  at  least  easier  to  find  some  repose  than  upon 
the  spot. 

If  I  were  your  adviser,  I  would  say  one  thing  a- 
gainst  my  own  interest ;  that,  if  you  must  leave  your 
college  for  the  reason  you  hint  at,  I  think  it  would 
be  better  to  live  in  England  on  your  own  estate,  and 
the  addition  of  1000/.,  and  trust  to  industry  and 
friends  and  distinction  here,  than  pass  your  days 
in  that  odious  country  and  among  that  odious 
people.  You  can  live  in  a  thrifty  moderate  way, 
and  thrift  is  decent  here  ;  and  you  cannot  but 
distinguish  yourself.  You  have  the  advantage  to  be 
a  native  of  London ;  here  you  will  be  a  freeman,  and 
in  Ireland  a  slave.  Here  your  competitors  will  be 
strangers;  there  every  rascal,  your  contemporary, 
will  get  over  vour  head  by  the  merit  of  party.  Fare- 
well again ;  though  my  head  is  now  disturbed,  yet  I 
have  had  tliese  thoughts  about  you  long  ago. 

Jonathan  Swirr. 


FROM  LORD  BOUNGBROKE  TO  THE  THREE  TAH008 
OP  TWICKENHAM;  JONATHAN,  ALEXANDER, 

JOHN.^ 

Most  Excellent  TRitmviRs  or  Parnassus, — 
Though  vou  are  probably  very  indifferent  where  I 
am  or  what  I  am  doing,  yet  I  resolve  to  believe  the 
contrary.  I  persuade  myself  that  you  have  sent  at 
least  fifteen  times  within  this  fortnight  to  Dawley 
farm,^  and  that  you  are  extremely  mortified  at  my 
long  silence.  To  relieve  you  therefore  from  this 
great  anxiety  of  mind,  I  can  do  no  less  than  write  a 
few  lines  to  you :  and  I  please  myself  beforehand 
with  the  vast  pleasure  which  this  epistle  must  needs 
give  vou.  That  I  may  add  to  this  pleasure  and  give 
you  further  proofs  of  my  beneficent  temper,  I  will 
likewise  inform  you  that  I  shall  be  in  your  neigh- 
bourhood again  by  the  end  of  next  week ;  by  which 
time  I  hope  that  Jonathan*s  imagination  of  business 
will  be  succeeded  by  some  imagination  more  be- 
coming a  professor  of  that  divine  science  la  baga- 
telle. Adieu,  Jonathan,  Alexander,  John !  Mirth 
be  with  you. 

From  the  banks  of  the  Srrera, 
July  SS,  17S6. 

TO  DR.  SHERIDAN. 

Julv  t7,  t7l«. 
I  HATS  yours  Just  now  of  the  19th,  and  the  account 
you  give  me  is  nothing  but  what  I  have  some  time 
expected  with  the  utmost  sgonies ;  and  there  is  one 
aggravation  of  constraint,  that  where  I  am  I  am 
forced  to  put  on  an  easy  countenance.  It  was  at 
this  time  the  best  office  your  friendship  could  do  not 
to  deceive  me.  I  was  violentlv  bent  all  last  year,  as 
I  believe  you  remember,  that  she  should  go  to  Mont- 
pellier,  or  Bath,  or  Tunbridge.     I  entreated,  if  there 


in 


•  John  Gay. 
^  The  eoualry 


frtlriirBiT  of  lord  BoUngbroke,  near  Crsafind 
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was  no  amendment^  they  might  both  come  to  Lou- 
don. But  there  was  a  fatality,  although  I  indeed 
think  her  stamina  could  not  last  much  longer  when 
I  saw  she  could  take  no  nourishment.  I  look  upon 
this  to  be  the  greatest  event  that  can  ever  happen  to 
me ;  but  all  my  preparations  will  not  suffice  to  make 
me  bear  it  like  a  philosopher  nor  altogether  like  a 
Christian.  There  hath  been  the  most  intimate  friend- 
ship between  us  from  our  childhood,  and  the  greatest 
merit  on  her  side,  that  ever  was  in  one  human  crea- 
ture toward  another.  Nay,  if  I  were  now  near  her,  I 
would  not  see  her  ;  I  could  not  behave  myself  toler- 
ably and  should  redouble  her  sorrow.  Judge  in  what 
a  temper  of  mind  I  write  this.  The  very  time  I  am 
writing  I  conclude  the  fairest  soul  in  the  world  hath 
left  its  body.  Confusion!  that  I  am  this  moment 
called  down  to  a  visitor,  when  I  am  in  the  country, 
and  not  in  my  power  to  deny  myself.  I  have  passed 
a  very  constrained  hour,  and  now  return  to  say  I 
know  not  what.  I  have  been  long  weary  of  the 
world,  and  shall  for  my  small  remainder  of  years  be 
weary  of  life,  having  for  ever  lost  that  conversa- 
tion which  could  only  make  it  tolerable.  I  fear 
while  you  are  reading  this,  you  will  be  shedding 
tears  at  her  funeral ;  she  loved  you  well,  and  a  great 
share  of  the  little  merit  I  have  with  you  is  owing  to 
her  solicitations. 

I  wrote  you  about  a  week  ago.* 

Jonathan  Swift. 


TO  MR.  POPE. 

London,  August  4, 1726. 
I  HAD  rather  live  in  forty  Irelands  than  under  the 
frequent  disquiets  of  hearing  you  are  out  of  order.  I 
always  apprehend  it  most  after  a  great  dinner :  for 
the  least  transgression  of  yours,  if  it  be  only  two  bits 
and  one  sup  more  than  your  stint,  is  a  great  de- 
bauch ;  for  which  you  certainly  pay  more  than  those 
tots  who  are  carried  dead  drunk  to  bed.  My  lord 
Peterborough  spoiled  everj'body's  dinner,  but  especi- 
ally mine,  with  telling  us  that  you  were  detained  by 
sickness.  Pray  I et  me  have  three  lines  und er  any  hand 
or  pothook  that  will  give  me  a  better  account  of  your 
health;  which  concerns  me  more  than  others,  be- 
cause I  love  and  esteem  you  for  reasons  that  most 
others  have  little  to  do  with,  and  would  be  the  same 
although  you  had  never  touched  a  pen  further  than 
with  writing  to  me. 

I  am  gathering  up  my  luggage  and  preparing  for 
my  journey  :  I  will  endeavour  to  think  of  you  as 
little  as  I  can,  and  when  I  write  to  you  I  will  strive 
not  to  think  of  you ;  this  I  intend  in  return  to  your 
kindness ;  and  further  I  know  nobody  has  dealt  with 
me  so  cruelly  as  you,  the  consequences  of  which 
usage  I  fear  will  last  as  long  as  my  life,  for  so  long 
shall  I  be  (in  spite  of  my  heart)  entirely  yours, 

Jonathan  Swift. 


TO  MR.  WOHRALL. 

London.  August  0.  1726. 
At  tlie  same  time  that  I  had  your  letter,  with  the 
bill  (for  which  I  thank  you),  1  received  another  from 
Dr.  Sheridan,  both  full  of  the  melancholy  account  of 
our  friend.  The  doctor  advises  me  to  go  over  at  the 
time  I  intended,  which  I  now  design  to  do,  and  to 
set  out  on  Monday  the  15th  from  hence.  However, 
if  any  accident  should  happen  to  me,  that  you  do  not 
6nd  me  come  over  on  the  1st  of  September,  I  would 
have  you  renew  my  licence  of  absence  from  the  2nd 
of  September,  which  will  be  the  day  that  my  half 
year  will  be  out :  and  since  it  is  not  likely  that  you 

•  Soon  aftpT  the  date  of  this  letter  the  dean  went  b«ck  to 
Ireland,  hut  Mm.  Jnhu»on  recnverins^a  moderate  slate  of  health, 
bo  returned  agaiu  to  En;;laud  the  boginning  of  the  year  17t7. 


can  answer  this  so  as  to  reach  me  befotv  I  lean* 
London,  I  desire  you  will  ^vrite  to  me,  directed  t^ 
Mrs.  Kenah,  in  Chester,  where  I  design  to  let  q)>, 
and  shall  hardly  hi  there  in  less  than  a  fortni/i* 
from  this  time ;  and  if  I  should  then  hear  ourfrl^Ti! 
was  no  more,  1  might  probably  be  absent  amonuor 
two  in  some  parts  of  Derbysliire  or  Wales.  Uov. 
ever,  you  need  not  renew  the  licence  till  the  Isi  U 
September ;  and  if  I  come  not  I  will  wnt«  to  \ti 
from  Chester.  This  unhappy  affair  is  the  gre&i^ 
trial  I  ever  had  ;  and  I  think  you  are  unhapjn  ia 
having  conversed  so  much  with  that  penoa  us^.er 
such  circumstances.  Tell  Dr.  Sheridan  I  had  In 
letter,  but  care  not  to  answer  it.  I  wish  you  troili 
give  me  your  opinion  at  Chester  whether  I  ^ 
come  over  or  not.  I  shall  be  there,  God  wiUinf.os 
Thursday,  the  18th  instant.  This  is  enougii  to 
say,  in  my  present  situation.     I  am,  &c. 

Jonathan  Swift. 

My  humble  service  and  thanks  to  Mrs.  Womtl  k 
the  care  of  our  friend,  which  I  shall  never  kr^H. 


TO  BCR.  WORRALL. 

AngoA  13,  t:n 
This  is  Saturday,  and  on  Monday  I  set  out  for  Irt- 
land.  I  desired  you  would  send  me  a  letter  to 
Chester.  I  suppose  I  shall  be  in  Dublin  with  s^ 
derate  fortune  in  ten  or  eleven  daj's  hence ;  for  I 
will  go  by  Holyhead.  I  shall  stay  two  d&}s  ^! 
Chester,  imless  I  can  contrive  to  have  ny  box  iAi 
after  me.  I  hope  I  shall  be  with  you  by  the  ec!^  ^^^ 
August ;  but,  however,  if  I  am  not  with  you  b\  t^^ 
2nd  of  September,  which  is  the  time  that  my  \\(t^ 
is  out,  I  desire  you  will  get  me  a  new  one ;  (« I 
would  not  lie  at  their  mercy,  though  I  know  it  a?- 
nifies  nothing.  I  expect  to  be  very  miserable  vki 
I  come,  but  I  shall  be  prepared  for  it  1  (ieairc: 
you  would  write  to  me  to  Chester,  which  I  hope  m 
will  do  ;  and  pray  hinder  Dr.  Sheridan  bom  writiBS 
to  me  any  more. 

This  is  all  I  have  to  say  to  you  at  present   I  to, 
&c.  Jonathan  Swift. 


FROM  MR.  POPE 

AngutHlT^ 
Many  a  short  aigh  you  cost  me  the  day  I  \th  J9i, 
and  many  more  you  will  coat  me  till  the  daj  ;ca 
return.     I  really  walked  about  like  a  man  bsmsl^s^* 
and  when  I  came  home,  found  it  no  home.    Ixvi 
sensation  like  that  of  a  limb  lopped  off;  one  is  t^* 
ing  every  minute  unawares  to  tiae  it,  and  finds  A  ^ 
not     I  may  say  you  have  used  me  more  cruelly  tba 
you  have  done  any  other  man :  you  have  mtde  ii 
more  impossible  for  me  to  live  at  ease  without  t<»  : 
habitude  itself  would  have  done  that,  if  I  had  itf 
friendship  in  my  nature  than  I  have.    Besides  n? 
natural  memory  of  you,  you  have  made  a  looi  ct* 
which  presents  you  to  me  in  every  place  I  freqw&i- 
I  shall  never  more  think  of  lord  Cobham%theinK^ 
of  Ciceter  [Cirencester],  or  the  pleasing  prospe<^  *^ 
Byberry  [Byburry],  but  your  idea  must  be  joisii 
with  them ;  nor  see  one  seat  in  my  own  gardefl,  «, 
one  room  in  my  own  house,  without  a  pfasatoia  ct 
you  sitting  or  walking  before  me.    I  travelled  v*^ 
you  to  Chester ;  I  felt  the  extreme  heat  of  the  «a* 
ther,  the  inns,  the  roads,  the  confinement  snd  elaae^ 
ness  of  the  uneasy  coach,  and  wished  a  bimdi^t 
times  I  had  either  a  deanery  or  a  horse  in  say  pn* 
In  real  truth  I  have  felt  my  soul  peevish  ever  «nrt 
with  all  about  me  from  a  warm  uneaiy  desire  ^^ 
you.     I  am  gone  out  of  myself  to  no  purpo«*  »*' 
cannot  catch  you.    Inhiat  in  pedtt  was  s(A  ^^ 
properly  applied  to  a  poor  dog  after  a  hare  ihanw 
me  with  regard  to  your  departure.    I  wiah  1  couU 
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tUnk  no  more  of  it,  but  lie  down  and  ileep  till  we 
B«et  ftgain,  and  let  that  day  (how  far  soever  off  it 
be)  be  the  morrow.  Since  I  cannot,  may  it  be  my 
amends  that  everything  you  wish  may  attend  you 
where  you  are,  and  that  you  may  find  every  friend 
joa  have  there  in  the  atate  you  wish  him  or  her ;  ao 
that  your  visits  to  ua  may  have  no  other  effect  than 
tbe  progress  of  a  rich  man  to  a  remote  estate  which 
be  finds  greater  than  he  expected ;  which  knowledge 
oDif  serves  to  make  him  live  happier  where  he  is, 
with  no  disagreeable  prospect  if  ever  he  should 
diooie  to  remove.  May  this  be  your  state  till  it 
become  what  I  vriah.  But  indeed  I  cannot  express 
the  warmth  with  which  I  wish  you  all  things,  and 
in)-aelf  you.  Indeed  you  are  engraved  elsewhere 
than  on  the  cups  you  sent  me  (with  so  kind  an  in- 
■cription),  and  I  might  throw  Uiem  into  the  Thames 
without  injuiT  to  the  giver.  I  am  not  pleased  with 
them,  but  take  them  very  kindly  too ;  and  had  I 
suspected  any  such  usage  from  you,  I  should  have 
enjoyed  your  company  less  than  I  really  did,  for  at 
Lhii  rate  I  may  say-— 

"  Nee  tecum  posaum  vivere,  ncc  dne  is." 

I  will  bring  you  over  just  such  another  present  when 
1 1^  to  the  deanery  of  St.  Patrick's  ;  which  I  pro- 
mise yon  to  do  if  ever  I  am  enabled  to  return  your 
kindness.  Donarem  pateras,  &c.  Till  then  I'll 
drhik  (or  Gay  ahall  drink)  daily  healths  to  you,  and 
1  will  add  to  your  inscription  the  old  Roman  vow  for 
years  to  come,  VOTIS  X.  VOTIS  XX.  My  mother's 
tge  gives  me  authority  to  hope  it  for  yours.    Adieu. 

TO  MBS.  HOWABD. 

Septamber  1, 1726. 
MiDjisc, — Being  perpetually  teased  with  the  remem- 
brance of  you  by  the  sight  of  your  ring  on  my  finger, 
ny  patience  at  last  is  at  an  end ;  and  in  order  to  be 
^eTrnged,  I  have  sent  you  a  piece  of  Irish  plaid 
made  in  imitation  of  the  Indian,  wherein  our  work- 
men are  grown  eo  expert  that  in  this  kind  of  stuff 
they  are  said  to  excel  that  which  comes  from  the 
Indies;  and  because  our  ladies  are  too  proud  to 
"ear  what  is  made  at  home,  the  workman  is  forced 
to  nm  a  gold  thread  through  the  middle  and  sell  it 
u  Indian.  But  I  ordered  him  to  leave  out  that  cir- 
'omiitance  that  you  may  be  clad  in  Irish  stuff  and  in 
ay  lirery.  But  I  beg  you  will  not  tell  any  parlia- 
nent-man  from  whence  you  had  that  plaid ;  other- 
vise,  out  of  malice  they  will  make  a  law  to  cut  off 
ill  our  weaven'  fingers.  I  must  likewise  tell  you, 
0  prevent  your  pride,  my  intention  is  to  use  you 
vry  scurvily  ;  for  my  real  design  is,  that  when  the 
irincess  aska  you  where  you  got  that  fine  nightgown, 
ott  are  to  aay  that  it  is  an  Irish  plaid  sent  you  by 
hf  dean  of  St.  Patrick's ;  who,  with  his  most  hum- 
le  duty  to  her  royal  highness,  is  ready  to  make  her 
och  another  present  at  the  terrible  expense  of  eight 
titllings  and  threepence  per  yard,  if  she  will  descend 
>  honour  Ireland  with  receiving  and  wearing  it 
^nd  in  recompense  I,  who  govern  the  vulgar,  will 
ike  care  to  ha.ve  her  royal  highness's  heal&  drunk 
y  500  wearer*,  aa  an  encourager  of  the  Irish  manu- 
ictoiy.  And  I  command  you  to  add  that  I  am  no 
:>urtier  nor  have  anything  to  ask.  May  all  cour* 
era  imitate  mo  in  that !  I  hope  the  whole  royal 
Loily  about  you  is  in  health.  Dr.  Arbuthnot  lately 
fortified  me  w^ith  an  account  of  a  great  pain  in  your 
irad.  I  believe  no  head  that  is  good  for  anything 
<  lun'4  without  some  disorder,  at  least  that  is  the  best 
r/ument  I  had  for  anything  that  is  good  in  my  own. 
I  pray  God  preserve  you ;  and  entreat  you  to  be- 
f^»'  that  I  am,  with  great  respect,  madam,  your 
tost  obedient  and  most  obliged  servant, 

JoKATUAN  Swift. 


FROM  MB.POPB. 

Septemlier  8, 1726. 

Tours  to  Mr.  Gar  gave  me  greater  satisfaction  than 
that  to  me  (though  that  gave  me  a  great  deal)  ;  for 
to  hear  you  were  safe  at  your  Journey's  end  exceeds 
the  account  of  your  fatigues  while  in  the  way  to  it ; 
otherwise  believe  me  every  tittle  of  each  is  important 
to  me,  which  seta  any  one  thing  before  my  eyes  that 
happens  to  you.  I  wrote  you  a  long  letter  which  I 
guess  reached  you  the  day  after  your  arrival.  Since 
then  I  had  a  conference  with  sir  Bobert  Walpole, 
who  expressed  his  desire  of  having  seen  you  again 
before  you  left  us ;  he  said  he  observed  a  willingness 
in  you  to  live  among  us,  which  I  did  not  deny ;  but 
at  the  same  time  told  him  you  had  no  such  design 
in  your  coming  this  time,  which  waa  merely  to  sec  a 
few  of  those  you  loved ;  but  that  indeed  all  those 
wished  it,  and  particularly  lord  Peterborough  and 
myself,  who  wished  you  loved  Ireland  less  had  you 
any  reason  to  love  England  more.  I  said  nothing 
but  what  I  think  would  induce  any  man  to  be  aa 
fond  of  you  aa  I,  plain  truth,  did  they  know  either 
it  or  you.  I  cannot  help  thinking  (when  I  consider 
the  whole  short  list  of  oiu*  friends)  that  none  of 
them  except  you  and  I  are  qualified  for  the  moun- 
tains of  Wales.  The  doctor  [Arbuthnot]  goes  to 
cards,  Gay  to  court ;  one  loses  money,  one  loses  his 
time;  another  of  our  friends  labours  to  be  unam- 
bitious, but  he  labours  in  an  unwilling  soil  One 
lady  yon  like^  has  too  much  of  France  to  be  fit  for 
Wales  :  another  [Mrs.  Howard]  is  too  much  a  sub- 
ject to  princes  and  potentates  to  relish  that  wild 
taste  of  liberty  and  poverty.  Mr.  Congreve  is  too 
sick  to  bear  a  thin  air ;  and  she  [duchess  of  Marl- 
borough] that  leads  him  too  rich  to  enjoy  anything. 
Lord  Peterborough  can  go  to  any  climate,  but  never 
stay  in  any.  Lord  Bathurst  is  too  great  a  husband- 
man to  like  barren  hills,  except  they  are  his  own  to 
improve.  Mr.  Bethel  indeed  is  too  good  and  too 
honest  to  live  in  the  world,  but  yet  it  is  fit  for  its 
example  he  should.  Wc  are  left  to  ourselves  in  my 
opinion,  and  may  live  where  we  please,  in  Wales, 
Dublin,  or  Bermudas ;  and  for  me,  I  assure  you  I 
love  the  world  so  well  and  it  loves  me  so  well  that 
I  care  not  in  what  part  of  it  I  pass  the  rest  of 
my  days.  I  see  no  sunshine  but  in  the  face  of  a 
friend. 

I  had  a  glimpse  of  a  letter  of  yours  lately,  by  which 
I  find  you  are  (like  the  vulgar)  apter  to  think  well 
of  people  out  of  power  than  of  people  in  power ; 
perhaps  it  is  a  mistake,  but  however  there  is  some- 
thing in  it  generous.  Mr.  Pulteney  takes  it  ex- 
treme kindly  I  can  perceive,  and  he  has  a  great  mind 
to  thank  you  for  that  good  opinion  for  which  I  be- 
lieve he  has  only  to  thank  his  ill  fortune ;  for  if  I 
am  not  in  an  error,  he  would  rather  be  in  power  than 
out. 

To  show  you  how  fit  I  am  to  live  in  the  moun- 
tains, I  will  with  great  truth  apply  to  myself  an  old 
sentence : — **  Those  that  are  in  may  abide  in ;  and 
those  that  are  out  may  abide  out ;  yet  to  me  those 
that  are  in  shall  be  as  those  that  are  out ;  and  those 
that  are  out  shall  be  as  those  that  are  in." 

I  am  indifferent  as  to  all  those  matters,  but  I  miss 
you  as  much  as  I  did  the  first  day  when  (with  a 
short  siiyh)  I  parted.  Wherever  you  are,  or  on  the 
mountains  of  Wales,  or  on  the  coast  of  Dublin, 

*'  Til  mihi,  scu  magai  supenu  jam  nxa  Tinmvi 
Sive  onm  Illyrid  legia  juqiioris,^ 

I  am,  and  ever  shall  be,  yours,  &c. 

•  The  marrhioDcssde  Vilcttc,  lord  noUDi^rok«'«  Mscond  wU^. 
*  Whi'tlipr  Timtiviw  or  Xhr  Illyrian  roast. 
WhuloYcr  Inad  or  wa  thy  litcitftMrt*  l>nast. 

Davi»iN*t  ViTfit. 


MO 
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FROM  MR.  PULT£NEY. 

London,  September  3, 17S6. 
Bear  Sir, — I  received  the  favour  of  your  kind  letter 
at  my  lord  Chetwynd's ;  and  though  you  had  so  much 
goodness  as  to  forbid  my  answering  it  at  that  time, 
yet  I  should  be  inexcusable,  now  I  have  perfectly 
recovered  my  health  and  strength,  if  I  did  not  return 
you  my  very  hearty  thanks  for  your  concern  for  me 
during  my  illness.  Though  our  acquaintance  has 
not  been  of  long  date,  yet  I  think  I  may  venture  to 
assure  you  that  eren  among  your  old  friends  you 
have  not  many  who  have  a  juster  regard  for  your 
merit  than  I  have.  I  could  wish  that  those  who  are 
more  able  to  serve  you  than  I  am  had  the  same  de- 
sire of  doing  it.  And  yet  methinks,  now  I  consider 
it,  and  reflect  who  they  are,  I  should  be  sorry  they 
had  the  merit  of  doing  so  right  a  thing.  As  well  as 
I  wish  you,  I  would  rather  not  have  you  provided 
for  yet  than  provided  for  by  those  that  I  do  not  like. 
Mr.  Pope  tells  me  that  wa  shall  see  you  in  spring. 
When  we  meet  again  I  flatter  myself  we  shall  not 
part  so  soon ;  and  I  am  in  hopes  you  will  allow  me 
a  larger  share  of  your  company  than  you  did.  All  I 
can  say  to  engage  you  to  come  a  little  oftener  to  mv 
house  is,  to  promise  that  you  shall  not  have  one  dish 
of  meat  at  my  table  so  disguised  but  you  shall  easily 
know  what  it  is.  Tou  shall  have  a  cup  of  your  own 
small  beer  and  wine  mixed  together ;  you  shall  have 
no  women  at  table  if  you  do  not  like  them,  and  no 
men  but  such  as  like  you.  I  wished  mightily  to  be 
in  London  hefore  you  left  it,  having  something 
which  I  would  willingly  have  communicated  to  you 
that  I  do  not  think  so  discreet  to  trust  to  a  letter. 
Do  not  let  your  expectation  be  raised  as  if  it  was  a 
matter  of  any  great  consequence ;  it  is  not  that, 
though  I  should  be  mighty  glad  you  knew  it,  and 
perhaps  I  may  soon  find  a  vfny  of  letting  you  do  so. 
Our  parliament,  they  now  say,  is  not  to  meet  UIl 
after  Christmas.  The  chief  business  of  it  being  to 
give  money,  it  may  be  proper  the  ministers  should 
knowy  a  Uttle  before  it  meets,  how  much  further 
they  have  run  the  nation  in  debt,  that  they  may  pru- 
dently conceal  or  provide  what  they  think  fit.  I  am 
told  that  many  among  us  begin  to  grumble  that 
England  should  be  obliged  to  support  the  charge  of 
a  very  expensive  war  while  all  the  other  powers  of 
Europe  are  in  peace.  But  I  will  enter  no  furdier 
into  public  matters,  taking  it  for  granted  that  a  letter 
directed  to  you,  and  franked  by  me,  cannot  fail  of 
raising  the  curiosity  of  some  of  our  vi^ant  ministers, 
and  that  they  will  open  it,  though  we  know  it  is  not 
customary  for  them  so  to  do.  Mrs.  Pulteney  is  very 
much  your  humble  servant,  and  I  am,  with  great 
truth,  sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

W.  PULTBNET. 


FROM  MR.  GAY. 

Loudon.  September  16,  1726, 
Dear  Sir, — Since  I  wrote  last,  I  have  been  always 
upon  the  ramble.  I  have  been  in  Oxfordshire  with 
the  duke  and  duchess  of  Queensberry,  and  at  Peter- 
sham, and  wheresoever  they  would  carry  me ;  but  as 
they  will  go  to  Wiltshire  without  me  on  Tuesday 
next,  for  two  or  three  months,  I  believe  I  shall  then 
have  finished  my  travels  for  this  year,  and  shall  not 
go  further  from  London  than  now  and  then  to 
Twickenham.  I  saw  Mr.  Pope  on  Sunday,  who 
has  lately  escaped  a  very  great  danger,  but  is  very 
much  wounded  across  his  right  hand.  Coming 
home  in  the  dark  about  a  week  ago,  alone  in  my 
lord  Bolingbroke*8  coach  from  Dawley,  he  was  over- 
turned where  a  bridge  has  been  broke  dowU}  near 
Whitton,  about  a  mile  from  his  own  house.  He 
was  thrown  into  the  river  with  the  glasses  of  the 
cotch  up,  and  was  up  to  the  knots  of  his  periwig  in 


water.    The  footman  "broke  the  glass  to  dnw  hia 
out ;  by  which  he  thinks  he  received  the  cut  scrMi 
his  hand.     He  was  afiraid  he  should  have  loft  tk 
use  of  his  little  finger  and  the  next  to  it ;  bm  tht 
surgeon,  whom  he  sent  for  last  Sunday  from  Loodas 
to  examine  it,  told  him  that  bis  fingers  were  nfe, 
that  there  were  two  nerves  cut,  but  no  tendon.   Hr 
was  in  very  good  health  and  very  good  spiiiti,  md 
the  wound  in  a  fair  way  of  being  soon  healed.*  Tbt 
instructions  you  sent  me  to  communicate  to  Uit 
doctor  about  the  singer  I  transcribed  from  yovr  on 
letter,  and  sent  to  him ;  for  at  that  time  be  vu 
going  every  other  day  to  Windsor-park  to  visit  }lr. 
Congreve,  who  has  been  extremelv-  ill,  but  is  lut 
recovered,  so  that  I  was  prevented  from  wtan^  of 
him  by  going  out  of  town.    I  dined  and  sopped  » 
Monday  last  with  lord  and  lady  Bolingbroke.  at  lori 
Berkeley's,  at  Cranford,  and  returned  to  Leads 
with  the  duke  and  duchess   of  Queensbenr,  oc 
Tuesday,  by  two  o'clock  in  the  morning.    Yoa  l-* 
remembered  always  with  great  respect  by  all  w, 
acquaintance,  and  every  one  of  them  wishes  for  jx 
return.    The  lottery  begins  to  be  drmvm  on  Moqcsj 
next,  but  my  week  of  attendance  will  be  the  fint  ii 
October.    I  am  obliged  to  follow  the  engnTcn  tt 
make  them  despatch  my  plates  for  the  Fabka;  ftr 
without  it  I  find  they  proceed  but  very  slowly.  1 1^ 
your  advice  in  this,  as  I  wish  to  do  in  all  thingi,  ttd 
frequently  revise  my  work,  in  order  to  fimsh  it  u 
well  as  I  can.    Mr.  Pulteney  takes  the  leUer  wi 
sent  him  in  the  kindest  manner;  and  I  bdierebc 
is,  except  a  few  excursions,  fixed  in  town  for  tl: 
winter.    As  for  the  particular  aflkir  that  yon  rai 
to  be  informed  in,  we  are  as  yet  wholly  in  the  dirl: 
but  Mr.  Pope  wOl  follow  your  insCnietions.    Tt 
Lancelot  sent  for  the  spectacles  you  left  behiod  too. 
which  were  delivered  to  him.     Mr.  Jems's  ihe^ 
are  sent  home  to  him,  mended,  finely  washed,  ttc 
neatly  folded  up.    I  intend  to  see  Mr.  Pope  to-nor- 
row  or  on  Sunday.    I  have  not  seen  Mrs.  How^ 
a  great  while,  which  you  know  must  be  a  great  mor- 
tification and  self-denial;  but  in  my  case  it  if  pv^ 
ticularly  imhappy  that  a  man  cannot  contiiTc  to  ^ 
in  two  places  at  the  same  time ;  if  I  could,  whik  y : 
are  there,  one  of  them  should  be  always  DoIkk- 
But  after  aU,  it  is  a  silly  thing  to  be  with  a  friend  h 
halves,  so  that  I  will  giro  up  all  thoughts  of  brmrJe 
this  project  to  perfection,  if  you  will  contrive  tb»i»* 
shall  meet  again  soon.     I  am,  dear  sir,  your  ac<( 
obliged  and  afi^ectionate  friend  and  servant, 
^  J.  Gil. 

FROM  DR.  ARBITTHNOT. 

London,  Seplrmber«.  i^ 
I  HAVB  been  balancing,  dear  sir,  tnese  three  dsn> 
whether  I  should  write  to  you  first.  Laying  tsa 
the  superiority  of  your  dignity,  I  thought  a  jh-^ 
fication  was  due  to  me,  as  well  as  to  two  otbei'^ 
my  friends;  then  I  considered  that  this  wu  dvtf  >•' 
the  pubUc  news  with  all  the  formaUties  of  reet^^ 
of  a  lord-lieutenant.  I  reflected  on  the  depeadestr 
of  Ireland ;  but,  said  I,  what  if  my  fiiend  tb^ 
dispute  this  1  Then  I  considered  that  letter  ^ 
always  introduced  at  first  from  the  dviliied  to  i» 
barbarous  kingdom.  In  abort,  my  alGKtiao,^ 
the  pleasure  of  corresponding  with  my  dear  fn^ 
prevaUed ;  and  since  you  most  disdainfully  aod  w^  j 
barously  confined  me  to  two  lines  a  month,  I  *^ 
resolved  to  plague  you  with  twenty  times  that  nts*- 
her,  though  I  think  it  was  a  sort  of  a  eonpUm^l'^  v> 
be  supposed  capable  of  saying  anything  i°  ^^"".r^ 
The  Gascon  asked  only  to  speak  one  word  lo  w 
French  king,  which  the  king  confining  bia  to. » 

*  See  ]ortl  Bolingbroke'a  acooant  of  this  aedd^^  lokii  1^ 
dated  SepUmber  SS.  17M. 
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nought  a  paper,  and  mid,  ngneZf  and  noc  a  word 

Ere.    Your  negotiation  with  the  singing  man  is  in 
kuids  of  my  daughter  Nancy,  who  I  can  assure 
fDU  will  neglect  nothing  that  concerns  you ;  she  has 
fritten  about  it*    Mr.  Pope  has  heen  In  hazard  of 
lis  li/e  by  drotming ;   coming  late,  two  weeks  ago« 
bm  lord  BoUngbroke's  in  his  coach  and  six,   a 
loA^  on  a  little  river  being  broke  down,  they  were 
(bilged  to  go  through  the  water,  which  was  not  too 
%b,  but  the  coach  was  overturned  in  it;  and  the 
iUm  being  up,  which  he  could  not  break  nor  get 
lovrn,  be  was  very  near  drowned  ;  for  the  footman 
ns  ituck  in  the  mud,  and  could  hardly  come  In 
ime  to  help  him.      He  had  that  in  common  with 
iorace,  that  it  was  occasioned  by  the  trunk  of  a 
ree ;  but  it  was  trunco  rKeda  iUapta^  neque  Faunut 
itum  dextra  Utfobat;  for  he  was  wounded  in  the 
eft  hand,  but  thank  God  without  any  danger ;  hut 
7  the  cutting  of  a  large  vessel  lost  a  great  deal  of 
>lood.   I  have  been  with  Mrs.  Howard,  who  has  a 
D08t  intolerable  pain  in  one  side  of  her  head.    I 
md  a  great  deal  of  discourse  with  your  friend,  her 
ojil  highness.     She  insisted  upon  your  wit  and 
tiod  conversation.     I  told  her  royal  highness  that 
ru  not  what  I  valued  you  for,  but  for  being  a  sin- 
ere  honest  man,  and  speaking  truth  when  others 
rere  afraid  to  speak  it.     I  have  been  for  near  three 
reflu  together  every  day  at  the  duchess  of  Marlbo- 
ough*8  with  Mr.  Congreve,  who  has  been  like  to 
tie  with  a  fever  and  Uie  gout  in  his  stomach ;   but 
le  19  now  better,  and  like  to  do  well.     My  brother 
ru  near  being  cast  away  going  to  France ;  there 
ns  a  ship  lost  Just  by  him.    I  write  this  in  a  dull 
lumour,  but  with  most  sincere  affection  to  an  un- 
ntcful  man  as  you  are,  that  minds  everybody  more 
bn  me,  except  what  concerns  my  interest. 
M}  dear  friend,  farewell. 


FROM  LORD  BOUNOBROKE. 

Loodon,  September  St.  1796. 
I  BoOR^iELLBB  [Georgo  Faulkner],  who  says  he  is 
X  a  few  days  going  to  Dublin,  calls  here,  and  offers 

>  carry  a  letter  to  you*  I  cannot  resist  the  teinpta- 
on  of  writing  to  you,  though  I  have  nothing  to  say 
i«>re  by  this  conveyance  than  I  should  have  by  that 
f  the  post ;  though  I  have  lately  clubbed  with  Pope 

>  make  up  a  most  elegant  epistle  to  you  in  prose 
ad  rerse ;  and  though  I  wrote  the  other  day 
le  first  paragraph  of  that  Chedder*  letter  which 

preparing  for  you.  The  only  excuse  then  which 
un  plead  for  writing  now  is,  that  the  letter  will 
Kt  you  nothing.  Have  you  heard  of  the  accident 
hich  befel  poor  Pope  in  going  lately  from  me  t  A 
idge  was  down,  the  coach  forced  to  go  through  the 
fter,  the  bank  steep,  a  hole  on  one  side,  a  block 
'  Umber  on  the  other,  the  night  as  dark  as  pitch. 
I  short,  he  overturned  ;  the  fall  was  broke  by  the 
Iter,  but  the  glasses  were  up,  and  he  might  have 
"eu  drowned  if  one  of  my  men  had  not  broke  a 
M.  and  pulled  him  out  through  the  window.  His 
$ht  hand  was  severely  cut ;  but  the  surgeon  thinks 
ffl  in  no  danger  of  losing  the  use  of  his  fingers : 
mever,  he  has  lately  had  very  great  pains  in  that 
ni  from  the  shoulder  downward,  which  might 
^tc  a  suspicion  that  some  of  the  glass  remains 
iil  in  the  fieth.    St.  Andr^  says  there  is  none.    If 

*  A  Chedder  letter  it  a  letter  written  by  the  eontribationa  of 
'J^  ^**d«i  each  furubbing  a  pamffmph.  The  name  is 
rrmr^  tnm  that  of  a  larxe  and  excelleal  eheeae  nude  at 
krO«Wr  in  SomeieeUhire,  where  all  tlie  duiriet  oontribated  to 
Ur  the  rheeM.  which  ii  thiu  maile  of  new  niillt  ur  fiod) 
MID.  I  if  which  one  dairy  not  fumialiinR  a  suflkrient  quantity, 

*  fommon  mctice  la  to  malie  cheese  of  miili  or  cream  Chat 

*  >m  aet  by  till  a  proper  quantity  la  procuied,  and  then 
itofnatl«a«ls«tale. 


so,  these  pains  are  ovring  to  a  cold  he  took  in  a  fit  of 
gallantry  which  carried  him  across  the  water  to  see 
Mrs.  Howard,  who  has  been  extremely  ill,  but  is 
much  better.  Just  as  I  am  writing,  I  hear  that  Dr. 
Arbutlinot  says  that  Mr.  Pope's  pains  are  rheumatic, 
and  have  no  relation  to  his  wotind.  He  suffers  very 
much ;  I  will  endeavour  to  see  him  to-morrow.  Let 
me  hear  from  you  as  often  as  yon  can  afford  to  write. 
I  would  say  something  to  you  of  myself  if  I  had  any 
good  to  say ;  bnt  I  am  much  in  the  same  way  in 
which  you  left  me,  eternally  busy  about  trifles,  dis- 
agreeable in  themselves,  but  rendered  supportable 
by  their  end ;  which  is,  to  enable  me  to  bury  myself 
from  the  world  (who  cannot  be  more  tired  of  me 
than  I  am  of  it)  in  an  agreeable  sepulchre.  I  hopn 
to  bring  this  about  by  next  spring,  and  shall  be  glad 
to  see  you  at  my  funeral.    Adieu. 

FROM  MR.  GAY. 

Whitehall,  October  St,  ITtS. 
Dear  Sib, — Before  I  say  one  word  to  you  give  me 
leave  to  say  something  of  the  other  gentleman's 
affair.  The  letter  was  sent ;  and  the  answer  was, 
that  everything  was  finished  and  concluded  accord* 
ing  to  orders,  and  that  it  would  be  ptibUdy  known  to 
be  so  in  a  very  few  days ;  so  that  I  think  there  can  be 
no  occasion  for  his  writing  any  more  about  this  affair. 

The  letter  you  wrote  to  Mr.  Pope  was  not  re- 
ceived till  eleven  or  twelve  days  after  date ;  and  the 
post*office,  we  suppose,  have  very  vigilant  officers, 
for  they  had  taken  care  to  make  him  pay  for  a 
double  letter.  I  wish  I  could  tell  you  that  the  cut- 
ting  of  the  tendons  of  two  of  his  fingers  was  a  Joke ; 
but  it  ia  really  so ;  the  wound  is  quite  healed ;  his 
hand  is  still  weak,  and  the  two  fingers  drop  down- 
ward, as  I  told  you  before  ;^  but  I  hope  it  will  be 
very  little  troublesome  or  detrimental  to  him. 

In  answer  to  our  letter  of  maps,  pictures,  and  re- 
ceipts, you  call  it  a  tripartite  letter.  If  you  will 
examine  it  once  again,  you  will  find  some  lanes  of 
Mrs.  Howard  and  some  of  Mr.  Pulteney  which  you 
have  not  taken  the  least  notice  ot  The  receipt  of 
the  veal  is  of  Monsieur  Devaux,  Mr.  Pulteney's 
cook ;  and  it  has  been  approred  of  at  one  of  our 
Twickenham  entertainments.  The  difficulty  of  the 
saucepan  I  believe  you  will  find  is  owing  to  a  negli- 
gence in  perusing  the  manuscript,  for,  if  I  remember 
right,  it  is  there  called  a  stewpan.  Your  earthent 
vessel,  provided  it  is  close  stopped,  I  allow  to  be  a 
good  9uccedan$um,  As  to  the  boiling  chickens  in  a 
wooden  bowl,  I  should  be  quite  ashamed  to  consult 
Mrs.  Howard  upon  your  account,  who  thinks  her- 
self entirely  neglected  by  you  in  not  writing  to  her 
as  you  promlsMl ;  however,  let  her  take  it  as  she 
will,  to  serve  a  friend  I  vrill  venture  to  ask  it  of  her. 
The  prince  and  his  family  come  to  settle  in  town  to- 
morrow. That  Mr.  Pulteney  expected  an  answer 
to  his  letter,  and  would  be  extremely  pleased  to  hear 
from  you,  is  very  certain ;  for  I  have  heard  him  talk 
of  it  with  expectation  for  above  a  fortnight. 

t  have  of  late  been  very  much  out  of  order  vnth  a 
slight  fever,  which  I  am  not  yet  quite  free  from.  It 
was  occasioned  by  a  cold,  which  my  attendance  at 
the  Guildhall  improved.  I  have  not  a  friend  who 
has  got  anything  under  my  administration  but  the 
duchess  of  Qucensberry,  who  has  had  a  benefit  of  a 
thousancf  pounds.  Your  mentioning  Mr.  RoUinson^ 
so  kindly  will,  I  know,  give  him  much  pleasure,  for 
he  always  talks  of  you  with  great  regard  and  in  the 
strongest  terms  of  friendship.     He  has  been  of  late 

•  In  a  letter  of  September  IS,  Gay  wya  no  tendon  ia  crit ;  he 
mnat  therefore  refer  to  a  letter  not  in  thia  eollectioo.  if  his  me- 
roorv  did  not  fail  liim. 

^  A  great  friend  of  lord  Rolinfbroke,  Dr.  Rwift,  and  Mr« 
Pope.    He  married  the  widow  of  John  earl  of  Winchelaea, 
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ill  of  a  feyer,  but  is  recovered  so  as  to  go  abroad  and 
take  the  air. 

If  the  engravers  keep  their  word  with  me,  I  shall 
be  able  to  publish  my  Fables  soon  after  Christmas. 
The  doctor's  book  »  is  entirely  printed  off,  and  will 
be  very  soon  published.     1  believe  you  will  expect 
that  I  should  gfive  you  some  account  how  I  have 
spent  my  time  since  you  left  me.     I  have  attended 
my  distressed  friend  at  Twickenham,  and  been  his 
atnanueruu,  which  you  know  is  no  idle  charge.     I 
have    read    about  half  Virgil  and    half  Spenser's 
•*  Fairy  Queen."     I  still  despise  court  preferments, 
so  that  I  lose  no  time  upon  attendance  on  great  men  ; 
and  still  can  find  amusement  enough  without  qua- 
drille, which  here  is  the  universal  employment  of  life. 
I  thought  you  would  be  glad  to  hear  from  me,  so 
that  I  determined  not  to  stir  out  of  my  lodgings  till 
I  had  answered  your  letter  :  and  I  think  I  shall  very 
probably  hear  more  of  the  matter  which  I  mention 
in  the  first  paragraph  of  this  letter  as  soon  as  I  go 
abroad ;  for  I  expect  it  every  day.   We  have  no  news 
as  yet  of  Mr.  Stopford  :»»  Mr.  Rollinson  told  me  he 
shall  know  of  his  arrival,  and  will  send  me  word. 
Lord  Bolingbroke  has  been  to  make  a  visit  to  sir 
William  Wyndham.  I  hear  he  is  returned,  but  I  have 
not  seen  him.     If  I  had   been  in  a  better  state  of 
health,  and  Mrs.  Howard^:  were  not  to  come  to  town 
to-morrow,  I  would  have  gone  to  Mr.  Pope's  to-day 
to  have  dined  with  him  there  on  Monday. 

You  ask  me  how  to  address  to  lord  B ,  when 

you  are  disposed  to  write  to  him.  If  you  mean  lord 
Burlington,  he  is  not  yet  returned  from  France,  but 
he  is  expected  every  day.  If  you  mean  lord  Bathusst, 
he  is  in  Gloucestershire,  and  makes  but  a  very  short 
stay ;  so  that  if  you  direct  to  one  of  them  in  St. 
James's-squarc,  or  to  the  other  at  Burlington-house 
in  Piccadilly,  your  letter  wiU  find  them.  1  will  make 
your  compliments  to  lord  Chesterfield  and  Mr.  Pulte- 
ney,  and  I  beg  you  in  return  to  make  mine  to  Mr.  Ford. 
Next  week  I  shall  have  a  new  coat  and  new  buttons 
for  the  birthday,  though  I  do  not  know  but  a  turn- 
coat might  have  been  more  for  my  advantage.  Yours 
most  sincerely  and  affectionately. 

P.  S.  I  hear  that  lord  Bolingbroke  will  be  in  town, 
at  his  own  house  in  Pall-mall,  next  week. 
As  we  cannot  enjoy  any  good  things  without  your 

partaking  of  it,  accept  of  the  following  receipt**  for 

stewing  veal :— 

••Take  a  knuckle  of  veal ;  Put  no  water  at  all. 

You  may  buy  it  or  i leaL  For  it  maketh  thinn  small : 

In  a  few  yiecee  cut  it .  Which.  le»t  it  .houtd  han«^n. 

In  a  itewlngpan  put  it.  A  clow  cover  clap  on. 

bait.  iMjpper.  and  mace.  Put  thi.  pot  of  Wbod*.  metal' 

Must  Bejuon  thii  knuckle ;  In  a  hot  boiU.iif  kettle 

w-r  S^'v' J?"'**  ^  •  P»««'  And  there  lit  l?li        ' 
w  ith  other  herbs  muckle ;  (Mark  the  doctrine  I  tMu*1i^ 

Tlmt  which  killd  king  Will,  f  About.ilet  Si  .S?.i       ^^ 
And  wliat  never  ttanda  rtill ;»     Tlirioe  aa  long  aa  you  preach  :k 

Where  children  are  bred  h         Say  grace  with  vour  hat  off. 
Which  much  you  will  mend,  If  O  thJn  I  with  what  raXwT 

SSd  iSC'an^be^/'-'  "^^  "  «"  ^^  ^^  ^^^  '" 

With  marygold  meet. 

J  Arbuthnot^  ••  Table,  of  Ancient  Coin.."  &c 
••  Dr.  Jamea  Stopford.  fellow  of  TrinHy  eolle»e  Dublin    and 
•dvanced  to  the  bishopric  of  Qoyne  in  PelSJiw?!  nsa    "' 

thie^h^dTx'SiSuSor' "'  '"*^'''  '~"*  ''*^-  ""^y  -'  «»^ 

««n  Ji!!i"«~??°!°**  to  be  the  receipt  of  Mr.  Pult«wy*f  cook 

wi'h'^ffiJIifiCm'"^"'-    '^'  ^''"^  ^'  '"^  ^--  -Wch  fell 

h  ™1?-  &l  /!r»«ey  t>,o..ght  in  be  time  or  %,a^?.-G*T. 
I  f^fZ-^'    °^  ^^'^mberlavne.— Gay. 

d.  J.-olr.~°^""*'"  •*"  "^  '*•«''"  «'  «»*  coppc-r-fartlang 

k  Whi4h  WO  Buppoae  to  be  near  two  hoiirs.-GAv. 


FROM  DR.  ARBUTHNOT. 

T  London,  Ntn-emljer  8, 1T2<. 

I  TAKE  It  mighty  kmdly  that  a  roan  of  joar  Lj. 
post,  dear  sir,  was  pleased  to  write  me  so  Wj 
letter.  I  look  upon  the  captain  Tom»  of  a  great  m-s 
to  be  a  much  greater  man  than  the  goTernor  of  "l 

I  am  sorry  your  commission  about  your  singer  b 
not  been  executed  sooner.  It  is  not  Nanny's  iwij, 
who  has  spoke  several  times  to  Dr.  Pepush  abon:  i 
and  writ  three  or  four  letters,  and  received  for  *.. 
swer  that  he  would  write  for  the  young  fellow ;  Kj 
still  nothing  is  done.  I  will  endeavour  to  get  il 
name  and  direction,  and  write  to  him  myself." 

Your  books  shall  be  sent  as  directed  ;  thcv  hat 
been  printed  above  a  month ;  but  I  cannot  get  :lt 
subscribers'  names.«»  I  will  make  over  all  mv  pn-"« 
to  you  for  the  property  of «« Gulliver's  TraTcls,*"  wL  b 
I  believe  will  have  as  great  a  run  as  John  Buijjis. 
Gulliver  is  a  happy  man,  that  at  his  agecanvr.2 
such  a  merry  work. 

I  made  my  lord  archbisbop's^  complimenu  b 
her  royal  highness,  who  returns  his  grace  herthatt.; 
at  the  same  time,  Mrs.  Howard  read  your  letters 
hersell  The  princess  immediately  seized  on  j« 
plaid«»  for  her  own  use,  and  has  ordered  tk  t«b.' 
princesses  to  be  clad  in  the  same.  When  I  had  tL; 
honour  to  see  her,  she  was  reading  «  GulliTer,"  sci 
was  just  come  to  the  passage  of  the  hobbling  priaa 
which  she  laughed  at.  I  teU  you  freely  the  pam/ 
the  projectors  is  the  least  brUliant.  Lewis  grumki^ 
a  little  at  it,  and  says  he  wantt  the  key  to  it,  idn 
daUy  refining.  I  suppose  he  will  be  able  to  publi-i 
like  Bamevelte  in  time.  I  gave  your  scrrice  to  Wj 
Harvey.  She  is  in  a  little  sort  of  a  miff  aboot  i 
ballad  that  was  writ  on  her  to  the  tune  of  Me3T 
Mog,  and  sent  to  her  in  the  name  of  a  begging  poe: 
She  was  bit,  and  wrote  a  letter  to  the  begging  poe. 
and  desired  him  to  change  two  double  eotendr?*, 
which  the  authors,  Mr.  Pulteney  and  lord  Che«irr- 
neld,  changed  to  single  entendres.  I  was  agiiac 
that,  though  I  had  a  hand  in  the  first.  She  i«  l< 
displeased,  I  beUeve,  with  the  ballad,  butonljiraii 
being  bit. 

There  has  been  a  comical  paper  about'  quainJe, 
describing  it  in  the  terms  of  a  lewd  debaoch  vd<&: 
four  ladies  meeting  four  gallanta,  two  of  a  niddrsail 
Uvo  of  a  swarthy  complexion,  talking  of  theira^ 
ac.  The  riddle  is  carried  on  in  pretty  strong  tacs: 
it  was  not  found  out  for  a  long  time.  The  led*. 
imagining  it  to  be  a  real  thing,  began  to  gum^ 
were  of  the  party.  A  great  minister  was  forhaiK:- 
iug  the  author.  In  short  it  has  made  tm  gvjd 
sport. 

Gay  has  had  a  little  fever,  but  is  pretty  v*U  rr- 
covered;  so  is  Mr.  Pope.  We  shall  meet  »t  k-ri 
Bolingbroke's  on  Thursday,  in  town,  at  dinner,  tsi 
remember  you.  "  Gulliver"  is  in  everybody's  haoi!. 
Lord  Scarborough,  who  is  no  inventor  of  ttori& 
told  me  that  he  fell  in  company  with  a  master  of  i 
ship  who  told  him  that  he  was  very  well  scqaAint^ 
with  "Gulliver;"  but  that  the  printer  had  mistikcs. 
that  he  lived  in  Wapping  and  not  in  RothMiJb^ 
I  lent  the  book  to  an  old  gentleman,  who  went  ic- 
mediately  to  his  map  to  search  for  Liiliput 

I  A  cant  name  for  the  ringleader  of  a  molk 
To  ••  Tables  of  Ancient  Coins.  Weights,  and  MtaisK^  «' 
plained  and  exemplified  in  several  Dissefftatiou." 

'  ProbnWy  archbishop  King,  of  Dublin. 

d  The  dean  sent  a  present  of  some  sUk  plaids  ftoa  Iirla*!  ^ 
someof  the  royal  family  and  to  Mrs.  Hoftvd. 

•  This  refen  to  "  A  Key  to  die  Lock ;  or  a  Trtiatir  FR'te 
bryond  all  (^ntradictiou  Uie  dangerona  Tendf^ncr  al  ^'  • 
Poem,  entitled  the  Kape  of  the  Lock,  to  Goveroamit  o-J  b-- 
gion.    Hy  Ksdras  nArnevelt.  apatht«aiy." 

f  WriUfn  hy  M  r.  Congrrve.  and  i^ntnl  in  AlmooJ's "  F«&* 
hug  Hospital  for  Wit."  No.  M. 
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We  expect  wir  here.  The  city  of  London  are  all 
rjioK  out  for  it,  and  they  shall  be  undone  without 
,  there  being  now  a  total  stoppage  of  all  trade.  I 
ilnk  one  of  the  best  courses  will  be  to  rig  out  a 
mxtter  for  the  West  Indies.  Will  you  be  con- 
rrned  1  Wc  will  build  her  at  Bermudas,  and  get 
Ir,  dean  Berkeley  to  be  our  manager. 

I  had  the  honour  to  see  lord  Oxford,  who  asked 
indly  for  you,  and  said  he  would  write  to  you.  If 
ke  project  goes  on  of  printing  some  papers,  he  has 
(oaii^  to  give  copies  of  some  things  which  I  be- 
ere  cannot  be  found  elsewhere.  My  fiimily,  thank 
lod,  are  pretty  well,  as  far  as  I  know,  and  give  their 
^rvice.  My  brother  Robert  has  been  very  ill  of  a 
^cumatisffl.  Wishing  you  all  health  and  happiness, 
(ul  not  daring  to  write  my  paper  on  the  other  side, 
must  remain,  dear  sir,  your  most  faithful  hiunble 
frvint, 

Jo.  AsBtJTHMOT. 


FROM  MIL  POPE. 

Notember  16. 1726. 

i!AVE  resoWed  to  take  time ;  and  in  spite  of  all 
mfortunes  and  demurs  which  sickness,  lameness,  or 
Uibility  of  any  kind  can  throw  in  my  way,  to  write 
ou  (at  intenrals)  a  long  letter.  My  two  least  fingers 
f  one  hand  hang  impediments  to  the  other,  like 
wleM  dependents,  who  only  take  up  room,  and 
ifvex  aro  active  or  assistant  to  our  wants :  I  shall 
lev^r  be  much  the  better  for  them.  I  congratulate 
uu  first  upon  what  you  call  your  cousin's  wonder- 
ul  book,  which  ib  publico  trita  manu  at  present,  and 
prophesy  will  be  hereafter  the  admiration  of  all 
aen.  That  countenance  with  which  it  is  received 
7  »omc  statesmen  is  delightful :  I  wish  I  could  tell 
ou  bow  every  single  man  looks  upon  it,  to  observe 
iMch  has  been  my  whole  diversion  this  fortnight, 
have  never  been  a  night  in  London  since  you  left 
lie  till  now  for  this  very  end,  and  indeed  it  has  fully 
ntiierrd  my  expectations. 

1  find  no  considerable  man  very  angry  at  the 
)ook;  some  indeed  think  it  rather  too  bold,  and 
iM)  (.n^nerol  a  satire ;  but  none  that  I  hear  of  accuse 
t  of  particular  reflections  (I  mean  no  persons  of 
oLvequence  or  good  judgment ;  the  mob  of  critics 
oa  know  always  are  desirous  to  apply  satire  to 
iMMe  they  envy  for  being  above  them),  so  that  you 
"rdc<l  not  to  have  been  so  secret  upon  this  head. 
(otte  received  the  copy  (he  tells  me)  he  knew  not 
>«n  whence,  nor  from  whom,  dropped  at  his  house 
1  the  dark  from  a  hackney  coach ;  by  computing 
te  time  I  found  it  was  after  you  left  England,  so 
>r  my  part  I  suspeifd  my  judgment. 
1  am  pleased  with  the  nature  and  quality  of 
our  present  to  the  princess.  The  Irish  stuff  you 
:'iit  to  Mrs.  Howard  her  royal  highness  laid  hold 
U  and  has  made  up  for  her  own  use.  Are  you  de- 
^rmined  to  be  national  in  everything,  even  in  your 
t^itities  1  Tou  arc  the  greatest  politician  in  Europe 
t  thif  rate;  but  as  you  are  a  rational  politician 
•>'re  is  no  great  fear  of  you,  you  vrill  never  succeed. 
Another  thing  in  which  you  have  pleased  me,  was 
bat  you  say  of  Mr.  Pulteuey,  by  which  it  seems  to 
!<>  that  you  Talue  no  man's  civility  above  your  own 
ijmity,  or  your  own  reason.  Surely,  without  flattery, 
ou  are  now  above  all  parties  of  men,  and  it  is  high 
me  to  be  so,  after  twenty  or  thirty  years'  observation 
r  the  great  world. 

"  Nttlliitt  addicCiu  jurare  Id  verba  magisUi."* 

I  question  not,  many  men  would  be  of  your  inti- 
tacy,  that  you  might  le  of  their  interest ;  but  God 
II bid  an  honest  or  witty  man  should  be  of  any,  but 
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To  foUow  any  party-leader's  call.* 
TOL.  II. 


that  of  bis  country.  They  hare  scoundrels  enough 
to  write  for  their  passions  and  their  designs ;  let  us 
write  for  truth,  for  honour,  and  for  posterity.  If  you 
must  needs  write  about  politics  at  all  (but  perhaps 
it  is  full  as  wise  to  play  the  fool  any  other  way), 
surely  it  ought  to  be  so  as  to  preserve  the  dignity  and 
integrity  of  your  character  vrith  those  times  to  come 
which  will  most  impartially  judge  of  you. 

I  wish  you  had  writ  to  lord  Peterborough ;  no  man 
is  more  affectionate  towards  you.  Do  not  fancy  none 
but  Tories  are  your  friends  ;  for  at  that  rate  1  must 
be  at  most  but  half  your  friend,  and  sincerely  I  am 
wholly  so.  Adieu :  write  often,  and  come  soon ;  for 
many  wish  you  well  and  all  would  be  glad  of  your 
company. 

FROM  MRS.  HOWARD.* 

November.  17S6. 
I  DID  not  expect  thst  the  sight  of  my  ring  would 
produce  the  effect  it  has.  I  was  in  such  a  hurry  to 
show  your  plaid  to  the  princess  that  I  could  not  stay 
to  put  it  into  the  shape  you  desired.  It  pleased  ex- 
tremely, and  I  have  orders  to  fit  it  up  acconling  to 
the  first  design ;  but  as  this  is  not  proper  for  tlie 
public,  you  are  desired  to  send  over,  for  the  same 
princess's  use,  the  height  of  the  Brobdingnag  dwarf 
multiplied  by  2^.  The  young  princesses  must  be 
taken  care  of;  theirs  must  be  in  three  shares :  for  a 
short  method,  you  may  draw  a  line  of  twentv  feet, 
and  upon  that  by  two  circles  form  an  equilateral 
triangle;  then  measuring  each  side,  you  will  find 
the  proper  quantity  and  proper  division.  If  you 
want  a  more  particular  and  better  rule,  I  refer  you 
to  the  academy  of  Lagado.**  I  am  of  opinion  many 
in  this  kingdom  will  soon  appear  in  your  plaid.  To 
this  end  it  will  be  highly  necessary  that  care  be 
taken  of  disposing  of  the  purple,  the  yellow,  and  the 
white  silks;  and  though  the  gowns  are  for  princesses 
the  officers  are  very  vigilant ;  so  take  care  they  are 
not  seized.  Do  not  forget  to  be  observant  how  you 
dispose  the  colours.  I  shall  Uke  all  particular  pre- 
cautions to  have  the  money  ready,  and  to  return  it 
the  way  you  judge  safest.  I  think  it  would  bo 
worth  your  reflecting  in  what  manner  the  checker 
might  be  best  managed. 

The  princess  vrill  take  care  that  you  shall  have 
pumps  sufficient  to  serve  you  till  you  return  to  Eng- 
land, but  thinks  you  cannot,  in  common  decency, 
appear  in  heels,c  and  therefore  advises  your  keeping 
close  till  they  arrive.  Here  are  several  Lilliputian 
mathematicians,  so  that  the  length  of  your  head  or 
of  your  foot  is  a  sufficient  measure.  Send  it  by  the 
first  opportunity.  Do  not  forget  our  good  friends 
the  600  weavers.  You  may  omit  the  gold  thread. 
Many  disputes  have  arisen  here  whether  the  big- 
endians  and  lesser-tuaians  ever  differed  in  opuiioti 
about  the  breaking  of  eggs,  when  they  were  to  be 
either  buttered  or  poached  ^  or  wheUier  this  part  of 
cookery  was  ever  known  in  Lilliput  t 

I  cannot  conclude  without  telling  you  that  our 
island  is  in  great  joy;  one  of  our  yahoos  having 
been  delivered  of  a  creature,  half  ram  and  half 
yahoo ;  and  another  has  brought  forth  four  perfect 
black  rabbits.**  May  we  not  hope,  and  with  some 
probability  expect,  that  in  time  our  female  yahoos 
will  produce  a  race  of  Houyhnhnms  1  I  am,  sir, 
your  most  humble  servant,  Sieve  Yaiioo.« 

•  Indoned  "  Nownber.  17S«.    Answered  i:th." 

•  In  ••  OulliTer** Travel*"  high  and  low  beela  are  ma<l«»thed{t- 
tincUon  ofpoltUcal  parties.— Whig  and  Tory  were  alluded  to  ia 
thb  fkmillar  metaplmr.  ...  . 

•  An  impoatur  called  Mary  Tofts  put  such  a  trick  upoo  ths 

^*  SU»ve  ia  a  same  given  by  Swift,  in  "  OuUivcr*»TravcV  to  » 

court  lady. 
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November  17, 1726. 
Madam, — Wben  I  received  your  letter,  I  thought 
it  the  most  unaccountable  one  I  eyer  saw  in  my  life, 
and  was  not  able  to  comprehend  three  words  of  it  to- 
gether. The  perverseness  of  your  lines  astonished 
me,  which  tended  downward  to  the  right  in  one 
page,  and  upward  in  the  two  others.  This  I  thought 
impossible  to  be  done  by  any  one  who  did  not  squint 
with  both  eyes,  an  in&noiity  I  never  observed  in 
you.  However,  one  thing  I  was  pleased  with,  that 
after  you  had  writ  down  you  repented,  and  writ  me 
up  again.  But  I  continued  four  days  at  a  loss  for 
your  meaning,  till  a  bookseller  sent  me  the  Travels 
of  one  captain  Gulliver,  who  proved  a  very  good 
explainer,  although  at  the  same  time  I  thought  it 
hard  to  he  forced  to  read  a  book  of  seven  hundred 
pages  in  order  to  understand  a  letter  of  fifty  lines ; 
especially  as  those  of  our  faculty  are  already  but  too 
much  pestered  with  commentators.  The  stuifs  you 
require  are  making,  because  the  weaver  piques  him- 
self upon  having  them  in  perfection.  But  he  has 
read  Gulliver's  book,  and  has  no  conception  what 
you  mean  by  returning  money ;  for  he  has  become  a 
proselyte  of  the  Houyhnhnms,  whose  great  principle, 
if  I  rightly  remember,  is  benevolence;  and  as  to 
myself,  I  am  so  highly  offended  with  such  a  base 
proposal,  that  I  am  determined  to  complain  of  you 
to  her  royal  highness  that  you  are  a  mercenary  yahoo, 
fond  of  shining  pebbles.  What  have  I  to  do  with 
you  or  your  court  further  than  to  show  the  esteem  I 
have  for  your  person,  because  you  happen  to  deserve 
it ;  and  my  gratitude  to  her  royal  highness,  who  was 
pleased  a  litUe  to  distinguish  me  t  which,  by  the  way, 
is  the  greatest  compliment  I  ever  paid,  and  may  pro- 
bably  be  the  last ;  for  I  am  not  such  a  prostitute 
flatterer  as  Gulliver,  whose  chief  study  is  to  exte- 
nuate the  vices  and  magnify  the  virtues  of  mankind, 
and  perpetually  dins  our  ean  with  the  praises  of  his 
country  in  the  midst  of  corruption,  and  for  that 
reason  alone  has  found  so  many  readers,  and  proba- 
bly will  have  a  pension,  which  I  suppose  was  his 
chief  design  in  writing.  As  for  his  compliments  to 
the  ladies,  I  can  easily  forgive  him,  as  a  natural 
effect  of  the  devotion  which  our  sex  ought  always  to 
pay  to  yours.  Tou  need  not  be  in  pain  about  the 
officers  searching  or  seizing  the  plaids,  for  the  silk 
has  already  paid  duty  in  England,  and  there  is  no 
law  against  exporting  silk  manufacture  from  hence. 
I  am  sure  the  princess  and  you  have  got  the  length 
of  mv  foot,  and  sir  Robert  Walpole  says  he  has  the 
length  of  my  head,  so  that  I  need  not  give  you  the 
trouble  of  sending  you  either.  I  shall  only  tell  you, 
in  general,  that  I  never  had  a  long  head,  and  for  that 
reason  few  people  have  thought  it  worth  while  to 
get  the  length  of  my  foot.  I  cannot  answer  your 
queries  about  eggs,  buttered  or  poached,  but  I  pos- 
sess one  talent  which  admirably  qualifies  me  for 
roasting  them ;  for  as  the  world  with  respect  to  eggs 
is  divided  into  pelters  and  roasters,  it  is  my  unhap- 
piness  to  be  one  of  the  latter,  and  consequently  to 
be  persecuted  by  the  former.  I  have  been  five  days 
turning  over  old  books  to  discover  the  meaning  of 
those  monstrous  births  you  mention.  That  of  the 
four  black  rabbits  seems  to  threaten  some  dark  court 
intrigue,  and  perhaps,  some  change  in  the  adminis- 
tration ;  for  the  rabbit  is  an  undermining  animal 
that  loves  to  walk  in  Uie  dark.  The  blackness  de- 
notes the  bishops,  whereof  some  of  the  last  you 
have  made  are  persons  of  such  dangerous  parts  and 
profound  abilities  :  but  rabbits  being  clothed  in 
furs  may  perhaps  glance  at  the  judges.  However, 
the  ram — by  which  is  meant  the  ministry — butting 
Vfilh.  his  two  homS|  one  against  the  church  and  the 


other  against  the  law,  shall  obtain  the  victoiy.  \v. 
whereas  the  birth  was  a  conjunction  of  run  u. 
yahoo,  this  is  easily  explained  by  the  story  of  C\.- 
ron,  governor,  or,  which  is  the  same  thiog,  cKi-i 
minister,  to  AchiUes,  who  was  half  man  and  hij 
brute ;  which,  as  Machiavel  observes,  all  good  r> 
vemors  of  princes  ought  to  be.  But  1  am  at  U' 
end  of  my  line,  and  my  lines.  This  is  withour . 
cover,  to  save  money,  and  plain  paper,  becauv  6 
gilt  is  BO  thin  it  will  discover  secrets  between  z. 
In  a  little  room  for  words  I  assure  you  of  my  brbt, 
with  truest  respect,  madam,  your  most  obedkiii 
humble  servant,  Jomathak  Swm. 

TO  MR.  POPE. 

Dablin.  Nowmtacr  IT.  17». 
I  AM  just  come  from  answering  a  letter  of  Mn. 
Howard's,  writ  in  such  mystical  terms  that  I  shoe:: 
never  have  found  out  the  meaning  if  a  book  bail  ^'. 
been  sent  me  called  **  Gulliver's  Travels/'  of  wb-. 
you  say  so  much  in  yours.  I  read  the  book  over,  uiu  z 
the  second  volume  observed  several  passages  vt>.i 
appear  to  be  patched  and  altered,*  and  the  stjie .{; 
different  sort,  unless  I  am  mistaken.  Dr.  Arbatta : 
likes  the  projectors'*  least;  others,  you  tell  me,  tv 
flying  island ;  some  think  it  wrong  to  be  so  U'l 
upon  whole  bodies  or  corporations,  yet  the  gtot-r. 
opinion  is,  that  reflections  on  particular  penoD>  -" 
most  to  be  blamed :  so  that  in  these  cases  I  tlu:^ 
the  best  method  is  to  let  censure  and  opinioo  '-'i;^ 
their  course.  A  bishop  here  said  that  book  ym  '-^ 
of  improbable  lies,  and  for  his  part  he  hardly  belitT- J 
a  word  of  it ;  and  so  much  for  Gulliver. 

Going  to  England  is  a  very  good  thing,  if  it  v-- 
not  attended  with  an  ugly  circumstance  of  retumi--' 
to  Ireland.  It  is  a  shame  you  do  not  persuade  vv 
ministers  to  keep  me  on  that  side,  if  it  were  bat  bj 
a  court  expedient  of  keeping  me  in  prison  ^'  < 
plotter;  but  at  the  same  time  I  must  tell  you  <:-' 
such  journeys  very  much  shorten  my  life,  for  a  ev:  '- 
here  is  longer  than  six  at  Twickenham. 

How  comes  friend  Gay  to  be  so  tedious t  An'n-' 
man  can  publish  fifty  thousand  lies  sooner  tbioi ' 
can  publish  fifty  fables. 

I  am  just  going  to  perform  a  very  good  offi^*-^:  ' 
is  to  assist  with  the  archbishop  in  degrading  ^  p-, 
son  who  couples  all  our  beggars,  by  which  1  '^' 
make  one  happy  man,  and  decide  the  great  qu^' 
of  an  indelible  character  in  favour  of  the  print  I '? 
in  fashion ;  this  I  hope  you  will  represent  u>  '- 
ministry  in  my  favour  as  a  point  of  merit  ;»otr- 
well  till  I  return. 

I  am  come  back,  and  have  deprived  the  par^'^ 
who,  by  a  law  here,  is  to  be  hanged  the  next  »-t 
he  marries ;  he  declared  to  us  that  be  resolved  t>^^ 
hanged,  only  desired  that  when  he  was  to  go  to  t.' 
gallows  the  archbishop  would  take  off  his  nv'- 
munication.  Is  not  he  a  good  CathoUd  and  ut  ' 
is  but  a  Scotchman.  This  is  the  only  Irish  f'^t^i  J 
ever  troubled  you  with,  and  I  think  it  deserrc*  ^^ 
tice.  Let  me  add,  that  if  I  were  Gulliveri  fnc^^  * 
would  desire  all  my  acquaintance  to  give  oct  ^j^ 
his  copy  was  basely  mangled,  and  abused,  and  a<f  J^ 
to,  and  blotted  out,  by  the  printer ;  for  so  to  a'  • 
seems,  in  the  second  volume  particularly.    Adie& 

FROM  MR.  GAY. 

November  r.  »^j 
About  ten  days  ago  a  book  was  published  here -^i* 
travels  of  one  Gulliver,  which  has  been  the  con^«- 

•  See  Iho  introdndory  letter  from  Gulliver  to  hi»  <»«^ 
SimusoQ.  .        jLf 

»»  llecnuae  he  uudcntood  it  to  be  ioteoded  a»  »  "W*  ** 
Royal  Society. 
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ttion  of  the  whole  town  erer  since :  the  whole  im- 
>reffiioD  sold  in  ft  week :  and  nothing  is  more  diverts 
ng  than  to  hear  the  different  opinions  people  gi^e  of 
t,  though  all  agree  in  liking  it  extremely.  It  is 
rserally  said  that  you  are  the  author ;  hut  I  am  told 
h^  bookseller  declares  he  knows  not  from  what  hand 
t  came.  From  the  highest  to  the  lowest  it  is  uni- 
rmally  read,  from  the  cabinet-council  to  the  nursery. 
rhe  politicians  to  a  man  agree,  that  it  is  free  from 
articular  reflections,  but  ihat  the  satire  on  general 
oeieties  of  men  is  too  severe.  Not  but  we  now  and 
ben  meet  with  people  of  greater  perspicuity,  who 
re  in  search  for  particular  applications  in  every  leaf; 
Jul  it  is  highly  probable  we  shall  have  keys  pub- 
ithed  to  give  light  into  Gulliver's  design.  Lord  — 
i  the  person  who  least  approves  it,  blaming  it  as  a 
iftign  of  evil  consequence  to  depreciate  human  na* 
arr,  at  which  it  cannot  he  wondered  that  he  takes 
QOf^t  offence,  being  himself  the  most  accomplished 
•f  his  species,  and  so  losing  more  than  any  other  of 
hat  pnise  which  is  due  hoth  to  the  dignity  and 
irtue  of  a  man.*  Your  friend,  my  lord  Harcourt, 
ommends  it  very  much,  though  he  thinks  in  some 
{aces  the  matter  too  far  carried.  The  duchess  dow- 
ger  of  Marlborough  is  in  raptures  at  it ;  she  says 
he  can  dream  of  nothing  else  since  she  read  it :  she 
Glares  that  she  has  now  found  out,  that  her  whole 
fe  has  been  lost  in  caressing  the  worst  part  of  man- 
ind,  and  treating  the  best  as  her*  foes :  and  that  if 
He  knew  Gulliver,  though  he  had  heen  the  worst 
bemy  she  ever  had,  she  should  give  up  her  present 
rquaintance  for  his  friendship.  You  may  see  by 
bit  that  you  are  not  much  injured  by  being  sup- 
(NUrd  the  author  of  this  piece.  If  you  are,  you  have 
iwbUged  us  and  two  or  three  of  your  best  friends, 
i  sot  giving  us  the  least  hint  of  it  while  you  were 
'ith  us ;  and  in  particular  Dr.  Arbuthnot,  who  says 
I '» ten  thousand  pities  he  had  not  known  it,  he 
auldhave  added  such  abundance  of  things  upon 
(er)  subject.  Among  lady  critics,  some  have  found 
ut  that  Mr.  Gulliver  had  a  particular  malice  to 
taids  of  honour.  Those  of  them  who  frequent  the 
borch  say,  his  design  is  impious,  and  that  it  is  de- 
rvciaiing  the  works  of  the  Creator.  Notwithstand- 
Vf,  1  am  told  the  princess  has  read  it  with  great 
Insure.  As  to  other  critics,  they  think  the  flying 
4u.d  is  the  least  entertaining;  and  so  great  an 
pinion  the  town  have  of  the  impossibility  of  Gulli- 
»'s  writing  at  all  helow  himself,  it  is  agreed  that 
Art  n-as  not  writ  hy  the  same  hand,  though  this  has 
» defenders  too.  It  has  passed  loids  and  commons 
"^ne  contradicenU  /  and  the  whole  town,  men, 
omen,  and  children,  are  quite  full  of  it. 

Perhaps  I  may  all  this  time  be  talking  to  you  of  a 
^^  yoa  have  never  seen,  and  which  has  not  yet 
^hed  Ireland ;  if  it  has  not,  I  believe  what  we 
Ave  said  will  he  sufficient  to  recommend  it  to  your 
^int;,  and  that  you  will  order  me  to  send  it  to  you. 

But  it  will  he  much  better  to  come  over  yourself^ 
id  n^d  it  here,  where  you  will  have  the  pleasure 
f  variety  of  commentators  to  explain  the  difficult 
toMjjwi  to  you. 

Wc  all  rpjoice  that  you  have  fixed  the  precise  time 
r  your  coming  to  he  mm  Hnmdine  primAf  which 
'i  modem  naturalists  pronounce,  ought  to  be 
^'koned,  contrary  to  Pliny,  in  this  northern  latitude 
r  fiAy.two  degrees,  from  the  end  of  February,  Styl. 
'^'  at  farthest.  But  to  us,  your  friends,  the  coming 
f  such  a  bbck  swallow  as  you  will  make  a  summer 

*  It  w  n*)  woDiler  a<inAn  of  real  merit  should  comf«iiiii  a  satire 
I  Lis  •(icn<^,  lu  it  injures  virtne  and  violates  truth;  nnd  as 
1 1",  Out  &  totrupt  and  worthle**  man  ihould  ttpprttre  luch  a 
^r.<.  hftvue  It  JutUflos  his  principles,  and  tends  to  excuse 
is  pnctice.— WaasvaTOM. 


in  the  worst  of  seasons.  We  are  no  less  glad  at  your 
mention  of  Twickenham  and  Dawle}' :  and  in  town, 
you  know,  you  have  a  lodging  at  court. 

The  princess  is  clothed  in  Irish  silk ;  pray  give  our 
service  to  the  weavers.  We  are  strangely  surprised 
to  hear  that  the  bells  in  Ireland  ring  without  your 
money.  I  hope  you  do  not  write  the  thing  that  is 
not  We  are  afraid  that  B —  hath  been  guilty  of  that 
crime,  that  you  (like  a  houyhnhnm)  have  treated  him 
as  a  yahoo,*  and  discarded  him  your  service.  I  fear 
you  do  not  understand  these  modish  terms,  which 
every  creature  now  understands  but  yourself. 

You  tell  us  your  wine  is  bad,  and  that  the  clergy 
do  not  frequent  your  house,  which  we  look  upon  to 
he  tautology.  The  hest  advice  we  can  give  you  is, 
to  make  them  a  present  of  your  wine  and  come  away 
to  better. 

Ton  fancy  we  envy  you,  but  you  are  mistaken ;  we 
envY  those  you  are  witii,  for  we  cannot  envy  the  roan 
we  love.    Adieu. 


FROM  THE  EARL  OF  PETERBOROUGH. 

November  29. 17S6. 
Sir,— I  wafe  endeavouring  to  give  an  answer  to  yours 
in  a  new  dialect,  which  most  of  us  are  very  fond  of. 
I  depended  much  upon  a  lady  who  had  a  good  ear 
and  a  pliant  tongue,  in  hopes  she  might  have  taught 
me  to  draw  sounds  out  of  consonants.  But  she, 
being  a  professed  friend  to  the  Italian  speech  and 
vowels,  would  give  me  no  assistance,  and  so  I  am 
forced  to  write  to  you  in  the  yahoo  language. 

The  new  one  in  fashion  is  much  studied,  and  great 
pains  taken  about  the  pronunciation.  Everybody 
(since  a  new  turn)  approves  of  it ;  hut  the  women 
seem  most  satisfied,  who  declare  for  few  words  and 
horse  performance.  It  suffices  to  let  you  know  that 
there  is  a  neighing  duetto  appointed  for  the  next 
opera. 

Strange  distempers  rage  in  the  nation,  which  your 
fnend  the  doctox^  takes  no  care  of.  In  some,  the 
imagination  is  struck  with  the  apprehension  of  swell- 
ing to  a  giant  or  dwindling  to  a  pigmy.  Others 
expect  an  oration  equal  to  any  of  Cicero's,  from  an 
eloquent  bard,  and  some  take  the  braying  of  an  ass 
for  the  emperor's  speech  in  favour  of  the  Vienna  al- 
liance. The  knowledge  of  the  sncient  world  is  of 
no  use  ;  men  have  lost  their  titles ;  continents  and 
islands  have  got  new  names  just  upon  the  appear- 
ance of  a  certain  book.*  Women  bring  forth  rabbits  ;* 
and  every  man  whose  wife  has  conceived  expects  an 
heir  with  four  legs.  It  was  concluded  not  long  ago, 
that  such  confusion  could  be  only  brought  about  by 
the  black  art,  and  by  the  spells  of  a  notorious  scrib- 
bling magician,*  who  was  generally  suspected  and 
was  to  be  recommended  to  the  mercy  of  the  inquisi- 
tion. Indictments  were  upon  the  anvil,  a  charge  of 
sorcery  preparing,  and  Merlin's  friends  were  afraid 
that  the  exasperated  pettifoggers  would  persuade  the 
jury  to  bring  in  biUa  vera.  For  they  pretended  to 
bring  in  certain  proofs  of  his  appearance  in  several 
shapes :  at  one  time  a  drapier  ;'at  another  a  Wapping 
surgeon  ;V  sometimes  a  nardac,  sometimes  a  reverend 
divine.  Nay,  more,— that  he  could  raise  the  dead  ; 
that  he  had  brought  philosophers,  heroes,  and  poets, 

a  By  thia  dtcumitonoe  it  la  clear  that  Gay  knew  Swift  to  be 
the  autlmr  of  "  GalUver.*'  thouxh  the  whole  letter  pleaMutly 
goes  on  the  idea  of  Swift'  a  b^nf  a  atranj^er  to  the  work.— 
Da.  Wakton. 

^  Probably  Arbuthnot.  . 

•  ••  Gulliver'*  Trawli." 

•  Mary  Toftn  pretended  to  do  this,  but  beinff  brought  up  to 
town  and  well  watched,  the  Impoeture  was  detected. 

•  The  dean. 

'  In  the  "  Drapler'f  Letters  against  Wood'i  hulf^rticc.*' 
f  Lemuel  Oulliter. 
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in  the.  game  cararan  from  the  other  world ;  and,  after 
a  few  questions,  had  sent  them  all  to  play  at  qua- 
drille in  a  flying  island  of  his  own. 

This  was  the  scene  not  many  days  ago,  and  burn- 
ing was  too  good  for  the  wizard.  But  what  muta- 
tions among  the  Lilliputians !  The  greatest  lady  in 
the  nation  resolves  to  send  a  pair  of  shoes  without 
heels  to  captain  Gulliver ;  she  takes  vi  et  armit  the 
plaid  from  the  lady  it  was  sent  to,  which  is  soon  to 
appear  upon  her  royal  person ;  and  now  who  but 
captain  Gulliver  1  The  captain  indeed  has  nothing 
more  to  do  but  to  chalk  his  pumps,  learn  to  dance 
upon  the  rope,  and  I  may  yet  live  to  see  him  a 
bishop.  Verily,  verily,  I  believe  he  never  was  in  such 
imminent  danger  of  preferment  Sir,  your  affection- 
ate tar. 


TO  MR.  POPE. 

Dpcereber  5*  1726. 
T  HELIEVB  the  hurt  in  your  hand  affects  me  more 
than  it  does  yourself,  and  with  reason,  because  I  may 
probably  be  a  greater  loser  by  it.  What  have  acci- 
dents to  do  with  those  who  are  neither  Jockeys,  nor 
fox-hunters,  nor  bullies,  nor  drunkards  1  And  yet  a 
rascally  groom  shall  gallop  a  foundered  horse  ten 
miles  upon  a  causeway  and  get  home  safe. 

I  am  very  much  pleased  that  you  approve  what  wai 
sent,  because  I  remember  to  have  heard  a  great  man 
Kay,  that  nothing  required  more  judgment  than 
making  a  present ;'  which,  when  it  is  done  to  those 
of  high  rank,  ought  to  be  something  that  is  not 
readily  got  for  money.  You  oblige  me  and  at  the  same 
time  do  me  justice,  in  what  you  observe  aa  to  Mr. 
Pulteney.  Besides,  it  is  too  late  in  life  for  me  to  act 
otherwise,  and  therefore  I  follow  a  very  easy  road  to 
virtue  and  purchase  It  cheap.  If  you  will  give  me 
leave  to  join  us,  is  not  your  life  and  mine  a  state  of 
power,  and  dependence  a  state  of  slavery  1  We  care 
not  threepence  whether  a  prince  or  minister  will  see 
us  or  not :  we  are  not  afraid  of  having  HI  offices  done 
us,  nor  are  at  the  trouble  of  guarding  our  words  for 
fear  of  giving  offence.  I  do  agree  that  riches  are 
liberty,  but  then  we  are  to  put  into  the  balance  how 
long  our  apprenticeship  is  to  last  in  acquiring  them. 

Since  you  have  received  the  verses,**  I  must  ear- 
nestly entreat  you  to  burn  those  which  you  do  not 
approve ;  and  in  those  few  where  you  may  not  dis- 
like some  parts,  blot  out  the  rest,  and  sometimes 
(though  it  be  against  the  laziness  of  your  nature)  be 
so  kind  as  to  make  a  few  corrections  if  the  matter 
will  bear  them.  I  have  some  few  of  those  things  I 
call  thoughts  moral  and  diverting;  if  you  please,  I 
will  send  the  best  I  can  pick  from  them  to  add  to  the 
new  volume.  I  have  reason  to  choose  the  method 
you  mention  of  mixing  the  several  verses,  and  I  hope 
thereby  among  the  bad  critics  to  be  entitled  to  more 
merit  than  is  my  due. 

This  moment  I  am  so  happy  as  to  have  a  letter 
from  my  lord  Peterborough,  for  which  I  entreat  you 
will  present  him  with  my  humble  respects  and 
thanks,  though  he  all-to-be  Gullivers  me  by  very 
strong  insinuations.  Though  you  despise  riddles,  I 
am  strongly  tempted  to  send  a  parcel  to  be  printed  by 
themselves  and  make  a  ninepenny  job  for  the  book- 
seller. There  are  some  of  my  own,  wherein  I  ex- 
ceed mankind,  mira  poemata  !  the  most  solemn  that 
were  ever  seen  :  and  some  writ  by  others,  admirable 
indeed  but  far  inferior  to  mine ;  but  I  will  not  praise 
myself.     You  approve  that  writer  who  laughs  and 

a  Tito  prpsent  to  \\xt  prlncfw  of  Walec  of  Irish  stuflT. 

**  A  Just  character  of  Swift's  poetry  as  M-ell  as  his  prose  Is, 
thnt  it  ••  consists  of  proper  words  in  proper  places."  Johnson 
■ai«l  (ince  to  me.  st«akinK  of  the  simplicity  of  Swift's  style,— 
"  tbo  roKue  never  hasarcu  a  ftguro."— Ps.  Wastok« 


makes  others  laugh ;  but  why  should  I  who  hatetl" 
world,  or  you  who  do  not  love  it,  make  it  sohac}' 
therefore  I  resolve  from  henceforth  to  handle  <>'.' 
serious  subjects,  niti  quid  tu  docU  TVefto^',  ti(<fc«'  • 

Yours,  ^.  JOMATBAK  SvifT. 


TO  MRS.  HOWARD.* 
Madam, — My  correspondents  have  informed  m>>tlJ 
your  ladyship  has  done  me  the  honour  to  an^- 
scveral  objections  that  ignorance,  malice,  and  ; ."; 
have  made  to  my  Travels,  and  been  so  charitab.-  . 
to  justify  the  fidelity  andveracity  of  the  author.  T.:* 
zeal  you  have  shown  for  truth  calls  for  my  partir-.^' 
thanks,  and  at  the  same  time  encourages  me  u  \  i 
you  would  continue  your  goodness  to  me,  by  nt^.- 
ciling  me  to  the  maids  of  honour,  whom  thej  «.}  ! 
have  most  grievously  offended.     I  am  so  stupid  ^ ; ' 
to  find  out  how  I  have  disobliged  them.  Is  the^  i  < 
harm  in  a  young  lady's  reading  of  romances!  Or 
I  make  use  of  an  improper  engine  to  extinguish  a." 
that  was  kindled  by  a  maid  of  honour  1    And  I  *• . 
venture  to  affirm,  that  if  ever  the  young  ladit^  ' 
your  court  should  meet  with  a  man  of  as  Iittl«  o^-^  - 
quence  in  this  country  as  I  was  in   Brobdins:Eu 
they  would  use  him  with  as  much  contempt ;  I*  • 
submit  myself  and  my  cause  to  your  better  judj^:' 
and  beg  leave  to  lay  the  crown  of  LilUput  at  tc  * 
feet,  as  a  small  acknowledgment  of  your  fiTour  \ 
my  book  and  person.  I  found  it  in  the  comer  of  r- 
waistcoat  pocket,  into  which  I  thrust  most  of 'S 
valuable  furniture  of  the  royal  apartment  whc. ' 
palace  was  on  fire,  and,  by  mistake,  brought  it  vnth : 
into  England  ;  for  I  very  honestly  restored  to  t:  * 
majesties  all  their  goods  that  I  knew  were  b  r 
possession.     May  all  courtiers  imitate  me  in  il  : 
and  my  being,  madam,  &c. 

Jonathan  SiritT 


FROM  L.U>Y  BOUNGBROKE> 

De  Dawley,  ce  premier  Fernet,  r:^ 
On  m'a  dit,  monsieur,  que  tous  vous  pbugnei  ^ 
n'avoir  point  recQ  des  mes  lettres.  Toui  avex  t'f : 
je  vous  traite  comme  les  divinity,  qni  tiennenl  co^-tr 
aux  hommes  de  leurs  intentions.  11  y  a  dix  soic^' 
j'ai  celle  de  vous  icrire;  avant  que  d'avoir  rboos'S: 
de  vous  connottre,  I'id^e  que  je  me  fiusoia  it  vir- 
gravity,  me  retenoit :  depuis  que  j'ai  eu  celoi  (le  ^<f ' 
votre  r^T^rence,  je  ne  me  suis  pas  trouTie  v*'« 
d'imagination  pour  rhazarder.  Un  certain  M.  if 
Gulliver  avoit  un  peu  remis  en  mouveinent  cKt* 
pauvre  imagination  d  £teinte  par  I'air  de  hcnip^ 
et  par  des  conversations  dont  je  n^entend  quf  •'• 
bruit.  Je  voulus  me  saisir  de  ce  moment  pour  v^v* 
£crire,  mais  je  tombai  malade,  et  je  I'ai  toujouni  t 
depuis  troia  mois.  Je  profite  done,  monsieuT*  i* 
premier  retour  de  ma  santi  pour  vous  remerrkr  " 
vos  reproches,  dont  je  suis  ti^s  flattie,  et  pour  *">"* 
dire  mi  mot  de  mon  ami  M.  Gulliver.  J  appnciit 
avec  une  grande  satisfaction,  qu'il  vient  d'etre  tntit  .> 
en  Franqois,  et  comme  mon  sejoor  en  Angletenr  s 
beaucoup  redoubts  mon  amitil  pour  mon  pip  '' 
pour  mes  compatriotes,  je  suis  ravi  qu'ils  pius^'^' 
participer  au  plaisir  que  m'a  iait  ce  bon  mon»if^r- 
et  profitcr  de  ces  dicouvertea.  Je  ne  di«e»pcir  \  • 
mdme  que  12  vaisaeaux  que  la  France  vieat  d'va  ' 
ne  puissent  £tre  destine  ft  une  embasaade  ebet  b-^ 

■  This  letter  must  have  been  written  aboat  tl»  cad  of  tk  :••  ' 
17S6.    It  is  in  the  character  of  QoUiver. 

^  A  French  lady  of  neat  fortane.  karaiBC,  and  polft'*^- 
seeond  wife  to  lord  viaoount  BoHnctactike,  who  nJutvA  I* 
«  hilst  in  exile.    She  had  been  second  wife  of  thr  inMrqiL'  'f 
Viiettc,  chef  d'escndre.  nephew  or  oouiin  to  niad«me<]<  ^i 
tenon.    See  Voltaire,  *•  Si&le  de  Louis  XI V.,*'  too  "    >* 
died  March  16.  1749.    Lord  Boli&gbroke  sarriTetl  ha,  ii^>^ 
DeCi'mber  15, 1751,  aged  78. 
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ir^urs  let  Houyhnhnms.  En  ce  caa  je  f  oua  propo- 
»rai  que  noui  fiMsioiu  ce  voyage.  Kn  attendant  je 
u  bon  ]gT^  k  un  ouvrier  de  yotre  nation*  qui  pour 
■5truire  lea  daniea  (leaquellea  comme  voua  aaTes, 
kuiiMcur,  font  ici  un  grand  uaage  de  leura  6ventaila) 
a  a  I'ait  fairc,  ou  toutes  lea  aventurea  de  notre  y^ri- 
ii|ue  voyogeur  aont  ddpeintea.  Voua  juget  bien 
uelle  part  11  te  avoir  dana  leur  converaatiou.  Cela 
>ni  a  la  T^rit£  beaucoup  de  tort  a  la  pluie  et  au 
:*autem«i  qui  en  rempliaaoient  une  partie,  et  en 
lou  particulier  je  aera  priv6e  dea  tery  coid  et  very 
nrmy  qui  aont  lea  aeula  niota  que  j'entenda.  Je  conte 
p  VIU8  envoyer  de  cea  ^ventaila  par  un  de  voa  amia. 
'>)\x*  Tous  en  ferei  un  mirite  aveclea  damea  d*Ir- 
iriile,  %i  tant  est  que  vooa  en  ayei  beaoin;  ce  que 
r  ne  trois  pas,  du  moina  ai  ellea  penaent  comme  lea 
'ran^oUes.  Le  aeigneur  de  Dawley,  Mr.  Pope,  et 
Dui  tummea  ici  oecup^a  ^  boire,  manger,  donnir,  ou 
\f  rien  faire,  priaut  Dieu  qu'ainai  aoit  de  Toua. 
<»'>t:uez  ce  printema  nous  reToir,  monaieur ;  j'attend 
»\Tf  retour  aTec  impatience  pour  tuer  le  bceuf  le 
Itt4  pe«ant,  et  le  «>cbon  le  plua  graa,  qui  aoit  dana 
u  ftnnc :  I'un  et  I'autre  acront  aerria  en  entier  aur 
I  table  de  Totre  r£v6rence,  crainte  que  mon  cuiainier 
i*u«t>  aucun  d6guiaement.  Voua  briUerez  parmi 
ous  du  moina  autant  que  parmi  voa  cbanoinea, 
iuu«  lie  serona  pas  moina  empreas^a  A  voua  plaire. 
e  le  diaputerai  a  tout  autre,  etant  plua  que  per- 
cntic  du  monde  votre  iih%  humble  et  trie  ob^iaaante 
entuiie. 


FROM  LADY  BOUNOBROKE. 

(b.  Pofe  m'a  fait  grand  plaiair,  monaieur,  de  m*as- 
urcr  que  Totre  aante  cat  bonne ;  et  de  me  montrer 
aiii  line  de  Toa  lettrea  dea  marquea  de  I'honneur  de 
"tre  louTenir.  Je  troure  que  roua  prenei  fort  mal 
cth*  terns  d'habiter  votre  Dublin  pendant  que  noua 
abttons  notre  Dawley.  Noua  aurionA  eu  grand  aoin 
>"  T0U5  cet  hiver,  et  noua  auriona  hai  cnacmble  le 
rare  humain,  autant  qu'il  voua  auroit  plA,  car  je 
'oi.rp  qu'il  n'erobellit  point  au  crottre.  On  a  fait 
^x  piirea  de  the&lre  en  France,  tir^ea  aoi-diaant 
•^  i«l#ea  de  Gulliver.  Je  ne  voua  lea  envoyc  point, 
V  files  aont  d^teatable :  mala  cela  prouve  au  moina, 
ti>*  CT  bon  voyageur  a  ai  bien  r^ussl  chex  noua,  qu'on 
(ri'i,  qu'en  mettant  aculement  aon  nom  aux  plua 
nuTaiM>«  pieces,  on  lea  ren droit  recommendablea 
u  puhlique.  Notre  fcrmier  voua  embrasae :  il  ao 
liu)t  ct  boude  de  ce  que  voua  £tea  parti  aana  qu*il 
It  pu  voua  dire  adieu ;  et  de  ce  qu*il  a  vu  une  de 
'•9  le(tre«,  oil  voua  ne  ditea  paa  un  mot  pour  lui : 
i)i«  je  voua  croia  comme  lea  coqucttea,  qui  ae  fiaut 
ifurs  charmea  ne  s'embarraaaent  paa  de  leura  torta. 
>u  itfi't  ila  vout  aeront  pardonn^a  ik  la  prcmidre 
'*^^*%  et  f^core  plua  aisdroent  &  la  premidre  eap^- 
inro  rle  voua  revoir.  Adieu,  monaieur,  portez-voua 
''ti.  et  noua  aerona  content.  Je  ne  m'aviacrai  paa 
**  ^"m  Diander  dea  nouvellea  de  ce  paya-ci :  Je  auis 
'rttii^ere  de  plua  en  plua,  et  je  ne  aeroia  tent6e  de 
)'  faire  naturallaer,  que  dana  ceuz  oQ  je  pourroia 
"re  aicc  voua. 


TO  MRS.  HOWARD. 
.  Febnuuy  1. 17S7. 

liDAji, — I  am  ao  very  nice,  and  my  workmen  so 
'  >rful,  that  there  ia  but  one  piece  finished  of  the 
**»•  ^hich  you  commanded  mc  to  aend  to  her  royal 
^HineM.  The  other  tvas  done  ;  but  the  undertaker^ 
''ifct^iog  it  iraa  not  to  the  utmost  perfection,  has 
''t»ini*d  my  leave  for  a  second  attempt,  in  which  he 
c»miv>«  :o  do  wonders,  and  tells  me  it  will  be 
tftdy  in  another  fortnight;  although  perhaps  the 

•  lodoissd  •'  Lady  BoUnglicoke.** 


humour  may  be  quite  off  with  the  princess  and  yon, 
for  such  were  courts  when  I  knew  them.  I  desire 
you  will  order  her  royal  highness  to  go  to  Richmond 
as  soon  as  she  can  this  summer,  because  she  will 
have  the  pleasure  of  my  neighbourhood ;  for  1  hope 
to  be  in  London  by  the  middle  of  March,  and  I  do 
not  love  you  much  when  you  are  there ;  and  I  ex- 
pect to  find  you  are  altered  by  flattery  or  ill  com- 
pany. I  am  glad  to  tell  you  now  that  I  honour  you 
with  my  esteem,  because,  when  the  princess  grows 
a  crowned  head,  you  shall  have  no  more  such  com- 
pliments ;  and  it  is  a  hundred  to  one  whether  you 
will  deaerve  them.  I  do  not  approve  of  your  advice 
to  bring  over  pumpa  for  myself,  but  will  rather  pro- 
vide another  shoe  for  his  royal  highness,'  against 
there  ahall  be  occaaion.  I  wiU  tell  you  an  odd  acci- 
dent that  happened  thia  night : — While  I  waa  careas- 
ing  one  of  my  own  Houyhnhnms,  he  bit  my  little 
finger  so  cruelly  that  I  am  hardly  able  to  write ;  and 
I  impute  the  cause  to  some  foreknowledge  in  him 
that  1  was  going  to  write  to  a  Sieve  Yahoo,  for  so 
you  are  pleased  to  call  yourself.  Pray  tell  sir  Robert 
Walpole  that  if  he  does  not  use  me  better  next  sum- 
mer  than  he  did  last,  I  will  study  revenge,  and  it 
shall  be  vengeance  eeeideiattique*  I  hope  you  will 
get  your  house  and  wine  ready,  to  which  Mr.  Gay 
and  I  are  to  have  free  access  when  you  are  at 
court ;  for  as  to  Mr.  Pope,  he  is  not  worth  consider- 
ing on  such  occaaiona.  I  am  sorry  I  have  no  com- 
plaints to  make  of  her  royal  highness ;  therefore  I 
think  I  may  let  you  tell  her,  '*  That  every  grain  of 
virtue  and  good  sense  in  one  of  her  rank,  consider- 
ing the  bad  education  among  flatterera  and  adorera, 
ia  worth  a  doien  in  any  Inferior  person."  Now  if 
what  the  world  aaya  be  true,  that  ^e  excela  all  other 
ladies  at  least  a  doien  times,  then  multiply  one  doxen 
by  the  other,  you  will  find  the  number  to  be  one 
hundred  and  forty-four.  If  any  man  can  say  a 
civiler  thing  let  him,  for  I  think  it  too  much  for  me. 
I  have  some  title  1o  be  angry  with  you  for  not 
commanding  those  who  write  to  me  to  mention  your 
remembrance.  Can  there  be  anything  more  base 
than  to  make  me  the  first  advances,  and  then  be  in- 
constant 1  It  is  very  hard  that  I  must  cross  the  sea, 
and  ride  two  hundred  miles  to  reproach  you  in  per- 
son :  when  at  the  same  time  I  feel  myself,  with  tlie 
most  entire  respect,  madam,  &c., 

Jonathak  Swift. 


FROM  LORD  BOLINOBROKE. 

February  17»  1737. 
This  opportunity  of  writing  to  you  I  cannot  neglect, 
though  I  shall  have  less  to  say  to  you  than  I  should 
have  by  another  conveyance.  Mr.  Stopford  being 
fully  informed  of  all  that  paasea  in  thia  boisterous 
climate  of  ours,  and  carrying  with  him  a  cargo  of 
our  weekly  productions,  you  will  find  anger  on  one 
aide,  and  rage  on  the  other ;  satire  on  one  aide  and 
defamation  on  the  other.  AAf  oii  est  GriUont^ 
You  suffer  much  where  you  are,  as  you  tell  me  in 
an  old  letter  of  yours  which  1  have  before  me  ;  but 
you  suffer  with  the  hopes  of  passing  next  summer 
between  Dawley  and  Twickenham ;  and  these  hopes, 
you  flatter  us  enough  to  intimate,  support  your  api- 
rits.  Remember  Uiia  aolemn  renewal  of  your  en- 
gagements. Remember  that  though  you  are  a 
dean,  you  are  not  great  enough  to  deapiae  tlie  re- 
proach of  breaking  your  word.  Your  deafncsa  muat 
not  be  a  hackney  excuao  to  you  aa  it  was  to  Oxford. 
>Vhat  matter  if  you  are  deaf  Y  what  matter  if  you 
cannot  hear  what  we  say  1    You  are  not  dumb,  and 

•  S«e  "OulUtvr's  TrarrU,"  Voyage  to  LiUiput.  eh.  ir. 
^  Lord  Bolingbioke  and  Pulteney  had  now  orxADiaed  their 
attaek  upoa  the  minister  by  BMam  of  the  **  CrdUmao.'* 
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we  shall  hear  you,  and  that  is  enough.  My  wife 
writes  to  you  herself,  and  sends  you  some  fans  just 
arrived  from  LilUput,  which  you  will  dispose  of  to 
the  present  Stella,*  whoever  she  he.  Adieu,  dear 
friend ;  I  cannot,  in  conscience,  keep  you  any  longer 
from  ci^oying  Mr.  Stopford's  conversation.  I  am 
hurying  myself  here  that  I  may  get  a  day  or  two  for 
Dawley,  where  I  hope  that  you  will  find  me  esta- 
blished at  your  return.  There  I  propose  to  finish 
my  days  in  ease,  without  sloth ;  and  believe  I  shall 
seldom  visit  London  unless  it  be  to  divert  myself 
now  and  then  with  annoying  fools  and  knaves  for  a 
month  or  two.  Once  more,  adieu ;  no  man  loves 
you  better  than  your  faithful  B . 

FROM  MR.  GAY. 

DVhitehall.  F«bn»ry  IB.  1727. 
Dear  Sir, — I  believe  it  is  now  my  turn  to  write  to 
you,  though  Mr.  Pope  has  taken  all  I  have  to  say, 
and  put  it  into  a  long  letter,  which  is  sent  too  by 
Mr.  Stopford ;  but,  however,  I  could  not  omit  this 
occasion  of  thanking  you  for  his  acquaintance.  I 
do  not  know  whether  I  ought  to  thank  you  or  not, 
considering  I  have  lost  him  so  soon,  though  he  has 
given  me  some  hopes  of  seeing  liim  again  in  the 
summer.  He  will  give  you  an  account  of  our  nego- 
tiations together ;  and  I  may  now  glory  in  my  suc- 
cess, since  I  could  contribute  to  his.  We  dined  to- 
gether to-day  at  the  doctor's,  who,  with  me,  was  in 
high  delight  upon  an  information  Mr.  Stopford  gave 
us,  that  we  are  likely  to  see  you  soon.  My  '*  Fablei^' 
are  printed,  but  I  cannot  get  my  plates  finished, 
which  hinders  the  publication.  I  expect  nothing, 
and  am  like  to  get  nothing.  It  is  needlss  to  write, 
for  Mr.  Stopford  can  acquaint  you  of  my  aifairs 
more  fully  than  I  can  in  a  letter.  Mrs.  Howard 
desires  me  to  make  her  compliments ;  she  has  been 
in  an  ill  state  as  to  hex  health  all  this  winter,  but  I 
hope  is  somewhat  better.  I  have  been  very  much 
out  of  order  myself  for  the  most  part  of  the  winter ; 
upon  my  being  let  blood  last  week  my  cough  and 
my  headache  are  much  better.  Mrs.  Blount  always 
asks  alter  you.  I  refused  supping  at  Burlington- 
house  to-night  in  regard  to  my  health;  and  this 
morning  I  walked  two  hours  in  the  park.  Bowrie 
told  me  this  morning  that  Pope  had.  a  cold,  and  that 
Mrs.  Pope  is  pretty  well.  The  contempt  of  the 
world  grows  upon  me,  and  I  now  begin  to  be  richer 
and  richer;  for  I  find  I  could,  every  morning  I 
awake,  be  content  with  less  than  I  aimed  at  the  day 
before.  I  fancy,  in  time,  I  shall  bring  myself  into 
that  state  which  no  man  ever  knew  before  me.  In 
thinking  I  have  enough,  I  really  am  afraid  to  be  con- 
tent wiUi  so  little,  lest  my  good  friends  should  cen- 
sure  me  for  indolence,  and  the  want  of  laudable  am- 
bition, so  that  it  will  be  absolutely  necessary  for  me 
to  improve  my  fortune  to  content  them.  How  soli- 
citous is  mankind  to  please  others  I  Pray  give  my 
sincere  service  to  Mr.  Ford.  Dear  sir,  yours  most 
affectionately,  J.  Gat. 

FROM  MR  POPE. 

March  8,  1787. 
Mr,  Stopford  will  be  the  bearer  of  this  letter,  for 
whose  acquaintance  I  am,  among  many  other  fa- 
vours, obliged  to  you  ;  and  I  think  the  acquaintance 
of  so  valuable,  ingenious,  and  imaffected  a  man  to 
be  none  of  the  least  obligations. 

Our  "  Miscellany"  is  now  quite  printed.  I  am 
prodigiously  pleased  with  this  joint  volume,  in  which 
methinks  we  look  like  friends,  side  by  side,  serious 

■  Mrs.  JohnaoB  died  the  maoth  preceding  the  date  of  this  letter. 
Bttt  considering  the  tendemeM  with  which  the  dean  was  known 
to  regrat  her  loaa,  this  is  »  Rtrsinge  expresrion. 


and  merry  by  turns,  conversing  interchangeably,  izl 
walking  down  hand  in  hand  to  posterity ;  not  in  t- 
stiff  foons  of  learned  author*,  flattering  each  (Ak: 
and  setting  the  rest  of  mankind  at  nought ;  but  11  . 
free,  unimportant,  natural,  easy  manner ;  divert:: 
others  Just  as  we  diverted  ourselves.  The  tb 
voltune  consists  of  verses,  but  I  would  chooie : 
print  none  but  such  as  have  some  peculiariti,  u. 
may  be  distinguished  for  ours  from  other  Trrlt-rv 
There's  no  end  of  making  books,  Solomon  said,  i:% 
above  all  making  miscellanies,  which  sll  men  r^ 
make.  For  unless  there  be  a  character  in  ntn 
piece  like  the  mark  of  the  elect,  I  should  not  eve ' 
be  one  of  the  twelve  thousand  signed. 

You  received,  I  hope,  some  commendatorr^tv 
from  a  horse  and  a  Lilliputian,  to  Gulliver*  ukI  i. 
heroic  epistle  of  Mrs.  Gulliver.  The  booUi  * 
would  fain  have  printed  them  before  the  src". 
edition  of  the  book,  but  I  would  not  permit  it  «.!:- 
out  your  approbation ;  nor  do  I  much  like  tbc 
You  see  how  much  like  a  poet  I  write,  and  if  v.: 
were  with  us  you  would  be  deep  in  politics.  Pec: 
are  very  warm  and  very  angry,  very  little  to  thf  f-- 
pose,  but  therefore  the  more  warm  and  the  r.-" 
angry :  non  nostrum  est  iantas  compomtn  likk  I 
stay  at  Twit'nam  without  so  much  as  reading  i-f^- 
papers,  votes,  or  any  other  paltrr  pamphleti:  M* 
Stopford  will  carry  you  a  whole  paxcel  of  t^*^ 
which  are  sent  for  your  diversion,  but  not  ijniii:i '. 
For  my  own  part,  methinks  I  am  at  Gluhbdulhi'-'' 
with  none  but  ancients  and  spirits  about  me. 

I  am  rather  better  than  I  used  to  be  at  this  «»«-'-. 
but  my  hand  (though  as  you  see  it  has  not  kxt  ^ 
cunning)  is  frequently  in  very  awkward  sensa^:  > 
rather  than  pain.  But  to  convince  you  it  i»  prt'. 
well,  it  has  done  some  mischief  already,  and  j  f' 
been  strong  enough  to  cut  the  other  hand  nit. .' 
was  aiming  to  prune  a  fruit-tree. 

Lady  Bolingbroke  has  writ  you  a  long  livelj  W 
which  will  attend  this:  she  has  very  bad  bealti:  -' 
very  good.  Lord  Peterborough  has  writ  twic«  t^'tr  . 
we  fancy  some  letters  have  been  intercepted,  u  <  * 
by  accident.  About  ten  thousand  things  1  «»• 
tell  you  :  1  wish  you  were  as  impatient  to  bear  tb^^r. 
for  if  so  you  would,  you  must  come  early  this  ff"-* 
Adieu.  Let  me  have  a  line  from  you.  I  am  *'^ , 
at  losing  Mr.  Stopford  as  soon  as  I  knew  bim :  t^' ' 
thank  God  I  have  known  him  no  longer.  If  «vm  ^ 
one  begins  to  value  must  settle  in  Ireland,  pnr  c^ 
me  know  no  more  of  them,  and  1  forgive  you  tiiii 


(U 


TO  THE  REV.  MR.  WALUS. 

Dublin,  Aprils'' 
Sir, — I  am  just  going  for  England,  and  rootf  '-^  ' 
you  to  be  my  proxy  at  the  bishop  s  vasitatiao>  1  ■'' 
there  is  likewise  a  triennial  visitation,  and  tfaiii  "• ' 
enclosed  may  serve  for  both,  with  your  wise  wmut- 
ment.    The  ladies  are  with  me^  being  ni>v  cvo*  '• 
live  at  the  deanery  for  this  siunmer.     Vou  bare  w 
service,  and  so  has  Mrs.  Wallis  as  well  as  mine.  1  m'^ ' 
you  are  now  deep  in  mire  and  mortar,  and  sR  f" 
paring  to  live  seven  years  hence.   I  have  been  plV' 
with  the  roguery  of  my  deanery  proctor,  wbooi  I  •'^ ' 
discharged.    I  believe  I  am  worse  for  hxm  600L  -■ 
his  broUier  is  not  much  better.     I  wish  you  bail  ^**'> 
at  my  elbow  to  advise  one^  for  yon  are  fitter  ft?  '-' 
world  than  I  am.    I  hope  to  come  safe  hick,  ami  '^ 

to  have  done  with  England,  I  am  ever  youis^  &(• 

Jonathans*  irr. 

MR.  POPE  TO  W.  FORTESQUE.  B^ 

Tmikmau  Ms?  I.  '*'" 
Dear  SiR,--Dr.  Swift  is  come  into  Englai»i  •* '  "* 
now  with  me,  and  with  whom  I  am  to  tambJ*  '^^ 
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(o  lord  Oiford*f  and  lord  Batbunt*!,  and  other  places.  | 
Dr.  Arbathnot  has  led  him  a  course  through  the  town,  | 
«itb  lord  Chesterfield,  Mr.  Pulteney,  &c.  Lord  Peter- 
borough aiid  lord  Harcourt  propose  to  carry  him  to  sir 
U.  >V  alpole,  and  I  to  Mrs.  Howard,  &c.  I  wish  you 
wrre  here  to  kuow  him.  I  have  just  now  a  very  ill- 
timed  misfortune,  a  lame  thigh,  which  keeps  me  from 
tiitw  parties ;  hut  I  hope,  since  so  many  of  my  friends* 
p»)'m  are  on  this  occasiou  joined  to  my  own,  that  I 
may  be  blessed  with  a  speedy  recovery,  and  make  one 
amouKst  them.  Many  good  wishes  of  mine  attend  you. 
May  Lo  similar  accident,  such  as  a  fall  from  your 
honr  by  day,  or  a  sprain  in  your  back  by  night,  re- 
lard  your  return  to  us !  Your  faithful  and  ever  aflec- 
(iuuate  servant,  A.  Popk. 

TO  DR.  SHERIDAN. 

LoDdoii«  May  IS,  1727. 
Thi4  ffoes  by  a  private  hand,  for  my*  -writing  is  too 
much  known  and  my  letters  often  stopped  and  opened. 
I  had  yours  of  the  4Ui  instant,  and  it  is  the  only  one  I 
hare  received  out  of  Ireland  since  I  left  you.  I  hardly 
thouftht  our  friend  would  be  in  danger  by  a  cold :  1 
iin  of  opinion  she  should  be  genemlly  in  the  country, 
and  only  now  and  then  visit  the  town.~-We  are  hoe 
in  a  strange  situation;  a  firm  settled  resolution  to 
a««anlt  the  present  administration,  and  break  it  if  pot- 
>ilW.  It  IS  certain  that  Walpole  is  peevish  and  dis- 
runoiTtcdf  stoops  to  the  vilest  offices  of  hireling  scoun- 
•bfU  to  write  Billingsgate  of  the  lowest  and  most 
iruotitute  kind,  and  has  none  but  beasts  and  block - 
li-aiU  Tor  his  penmen,  whom  he  pays  in  ready  guineas 
trry  liberally.  I  am  in  high  displeasure  with  him 
luul  his  partisans ;  a  great  man,  who  was  very  kind 
to  tne  hsi  year,  doth  not  take  the  least  notice  of  me 
k\  the  princess  court,  and  there  hath  not  been  one  of 
them  to  see  me.  I  am  advised  by  all  my  ft-iends  not 
ti>  CO  to  France  (as  I  intended  for  two  months),  for  fear 
of  their  vengeance  in  a  manner  which  they  cannot 
execute  here.  I  reckon  there  will  be  a  warm  winter, 
«Urein  my  comfort  is,  I  shall  have  no  concern.  I 
drsire  you  will  read  this  letter  to  none  but  our  two 

frit  lids  and  Mr.  P *,  his  cousin  with  the  red  ribbon 

iiiquired  very  kindly  after  him. — I  hear  no  news  about 
)ur  bi«hops,  further  than  that  the  lord-lieutenant 
t'ii  kles  to  have  them  of  Ireland,  which  Walpole  always 
>•  averse  from,  but  does  not  think  it  worth  nis  trouble 
t<>  exert  his  credit  on  such  trifles.  The  dispute  about 
«t  war  or  no  war  still  continues,  and  the  major  part 
uiciinea  to  the  latter,  although  ten  thousand  men  are 
(•niered  to  Holland.  But  this  will  bring  such  an 
add  itiun  to  our  debts  that  it  will  give  great  advantages 
ac^iust  those  in  power  in  the  next  sessions.  Walpole 
Uxif\a  at  all  this,  but  not  so  heartily  as  he  used.  I 
^ve  at  last  seen  the  princess*  twice  this  week  by  her 
9«n  commands ;  she  retains  her  old  civility,  and  I  my 
old  freedom ;  she  charges  me  without  ceremony  to  be 
tiie  author  of  a  bad  book,^  though  I  told  her  how  angry 
the  ministry  were;  but  she  assures  me,  that  both  she 
iMid  the  prince  were  very  well  pleased  with  every  par^ 
i'«  uLir ;  but  I  disown  the  whole  affair,  as  you  know  I 
»ery  well  might,  only  gave  her  leave,  since  she  liked 
tiir  book,  to  suppose  what  author  she  pleased. — You 
«iU  wonder  to  find  me  say  so  much  of  politics,  but  I 
k<vp  very  bad  company,  who  are  full  of  nothing  else. 
I'my  be  verv  careful  of  your  charge^  or  I  shall  order 
(<>>  lodgers  the  bulk  of  their  glasses,  and  the  number 
uf  their  bottles.  1  stole  this  time  to  write  to  you, 
i>4vi[ig  rery  little  to  spare.  I  go  as  soon  as  (x»sible  to 
•bt  country,  and  shall  rarely  see  this  town, 

•  Cwoline  priuceM  of  VTaIcs,'  aftenrards  queen-consort  of 
k'UttlUvcff'sTraTeU." 


My  service  to  all  friends. 

I  desire  you  will  send  me  six  sets  of  the  edition  of 
the  '*  Drapiers,''  by  the  first  convenience  of  any  friend 
or  acquaintance  that  comes  hither. 


FROM  LORD  BOLINGBROKE. 

May,  18, 17S7. 
I  LIVED  on  Tuesday  with  you  and  Mr.  Puiie.  Yes- 
terday another  of  my  friends  found  his  way  to  this  re- 
treat [pawleyl,  and  I  shall  pass  this  day  alone.  Would 
to  God  my  whole  life  could  be  divided  in  the  same 
manner ;  two-thirds  to  friendship,  one-third  to  myself, 
and  not  a  moment  of  it  to  the  world. 

In  the  epistle,  a  part  of  which  you  showed  me,  men- 
tion is  noade  of  the  author  of  "  Three  Occasional  Let- 
ters,"* a  person  entirely  unknown.  1  would  have  yoa 
insinuate  there  that  the  only  reason  Walpole  can  hav* 
had  to  ascribe  them  to  a  particular  person,  is  the  au- 
tiiority  of  one  of  his  spies,  who  wriggles  himself  into 
the  company  of  those  who  neither  love,  esteem,  nor  fear 
the  minister,  that  h«  may  report,  not  what  he  hears 
(since  no  man  speaks  widi  any  freedom  before  him), 
but  what  he  guesses. 

FHday  Morning. 

I  was  interrupted  yesterday  when  I  least  expected 
it ;  and  I  am  going  to-day  to  London,  where  I  hear 
that  my  wife  is  not  very  well.  Let  me  know  how 
Mrs.  Pope  does. 

I  had  a  hint  or  two  more  for  you ;  but  they  have 
slipped  out  of  my  memory.  Do  not  forget  the  sixty 
nor  the  twenty  guineas,  nor  the  min  character 
transferred  into  the  administration.  Adieu,  I  am  ever 
faithfully  yours,  my  dear  and  reverend  dean.  I  em- 
brace Pope.                   

TO  ARCHBISHOP  KINO. 

May  18, 17S7. 
My  Lord, — I  understand  by  some  letters  just  come 
to  my  hands,  tliat  at  your  grace's  visitation  of  the  dean 
and  chapter  of  St.  Patrick's,  a  proxy  was  insisted  on 
from  the  dean,  the  visitation  adjourned,  and  a  rule 
entered  that  a  proxy  be  exhibited  within  a  month.  If 
your  grace  can  find,  in  any  of  your  old  records  or 
of  ours,  that  a  proxy  was  ever  demanded  for  a 
dean  of  St.  Patnck*s,  you  will  have  some  reason  to 
insist  upon  it ;  but  as  it  is  a  thing  wholly  new  and  un- 
heard of,  let  the  consequences  be  what  they  will,  I 
shall  never  comply  with  it.  I  take  my  chapter  to  be 
my  proxy,  if  I  want  any  :  it  is  only  through  them  that 
you  vuit  me,  and  my  sub-dean  is  to  answer  for  me. 
I  am  neither  civilian  nor  canonist :  your  grace  may  pro- 
bably be  both,  with  the  addition  of  a  dexterous  deputy. 
My  proceeding  shall  be  only  upon  one  maxim ;  never 
to  yield  to  an  oppression,  to  jusbfy  which  no  precedent 
can  be  produced.  1  see  very  well  how  personal  all  this 
proceeding  is ;  and  how,  from  the  very  moment  of  the 
queen's  death,  your  grace  has  thought  fit  to  take  every 
opportuuitv  of  giving  me  all  sorts  of  uneasiness,  with- 
out ever  giving  me,  in  my  whole  life,  one  single  mark 
of  your  favour  beyond  common  civilities.  And  if  it 
were  not  below  a  man  of  spirit  to  make  complainti,  I 
could  date  them  from  six-and-twenty  years  past.  This 
has  something  in  it  the  more  extraordinary,  because 
during  some  years,  when  I  was  thought  to  have  credit 
with  those  in  power,  I  employed  it  to  the  utmost  for 
your  service,  with  great  success,  where  it  could  be  most 
useful  against  many  violent  enemies  you  then  had, 
however  unjustly ;  by  which  I  got  more  ill-will  than 
by  any  other  action  in  my  life,  1  mean  from  my  friends. 
My  lord,  I  have  lived,  and  by  the  grace  of  God,  will 
die  an  enemy  to  servitude  and  slavery  of  all  kinds  i 
and  I  believe,  at  the  same  time,  that  perwns  of  such  a 

•  Printed  hi  his  lordship's  wodu.    Tlwy  were  first  pnbUshsd 
hi  Fehraazy.  17S«. 


600 


EPISTOLARY  CORRESPONDENCE. 


diflpoiition  will  be  the  most  ready  to  pay  obedience 
wherever  it  is  dae.  Your  grace  has  often  said, "  You 
would  never  infringe  any  of  our  liberties."  I  will 
call  back  nothing  of  what  is  past ;  I  will  forget,  if  I 
can,  that  you  mentioned  to  me  a  licence  to  be  absent 
Neither  my  age,  health,  humour,  nor  fortune  qualify 
me  for  little  braiigles ;  but  I  will  hold  to  the  practice 
delivered  down  by  my  predecessors.  I  thought,  and 
have  been  told  that  1  deserved  better  from  that  church 
and  that  kingdom  :  I  am  sure  I  do  from  your  grace. 
And  I  believe  people  on  this  side  will  attest,  that  all 
my  merits  are  not  very  old.  It  is  a  little  hard  that 
the  occasion  of  my  journey  hither,  being  partly  for  the 
advantage  of  that  kingdom,  partly  on  account  of  my 
health,  partly  on  business  of  importance  to  ine,  and 
partly  to  see  my  friends,  I  cannot  enjoy  the  quiet  of 
a  few  months,  without  your  grace  interposing  to  dis- 
turb it  But,  I  thank  God,  the  civilities  of  those  in 
{lower  here,  who  allow  themselves  to  be  my  professed 
adversaries,  make  some  atonement  for  the  unkiudness 
of  otliers,  who  have  so  many  reasons  to  be  my  friends. 
I  have  not  long  to  live ;  and  therefore,  if  conscience 
were  quite  out  of  the  case  for  me  to  do  a  base  thing,  I 
will  set  no  unworthy  examples  for  my  successors  to 
follow :  and,  therefore,  repeating  it  again  that  1  shall 
not  conceni  myself  upon  the  proceeding  of  your  lord- 
ship, I  am,  &c. 

FIIOM  THE  PRINCE  OP  LILLIPDT. 

In  European  characters  and  English  thus : 
The  high  and  mighty  prince  Egroeqo,  bom  to  the 

most  puissant  empire  of  the  East, 
Unto  Stella,  the  most  resplendent  glory  of  the 
Western  hemisphere,  sendeUi  health  and  happiness. 

1727. 
BaioiiTEgT  PRiKCBsSj—That  invincible  hero,  the  Man 
Mountain,  fortunately  arriving  at  our  coasts  some  yean 
ago.  delivered  us  from  ruin  by  conquering  the  fleets  and 
armies  of  our  enemies,  and  gave  us  hopes  of  a  durable 

Smce  and  happiness.  But  now  the  martiid  people  of 
lefuscu,  encouraged  from  his  absence,  have  renewed 
the  war,  to  revenge  upon  us  the  loss  and  disgrace  they 
suffered  by  our  valiant  champion. 

The  fame  of  your  superezcellent  person  and  virtue, 
and  the  huge  esteem  which  that  great  general  has  for 
you,  urged  us  in  this  our  second  £stiess  to  sue  for  your 
favour.  In  order  to  which  we  have  sent  our  able  and 
trusty  Nardac  Koorbnilob,  requesting  that  if  our 
general  does  yet  tread  upon  tiie  terrestrial  globe,  you, 
in  compassion  to  us,  would  prevail  upon  him  to  take 
another  voyage  for  our  deliverance. 

And  lest  any  apprehensions  of  famine  among  us 
■bonld  render  Nardac  Mountain  averse  to  the  under- 
taking, we  signify  to  you  that  we  have  stored  our  folds, 
our  coops,  our  granaries  and  cellars,  widi  plenty  of  pro- 
vision for  a  long  supnly  of  the  wastes  to  be  made  by 
his  capacious  stomach. 

And  furthermore,  because  as  we  hear  you  are  not  so 
well  as  we  could  wish,  we  beg  you  would  complete  our 
happiness  by  venturing  your  most  valuable  person  along 
with  him  into  our  country ;  where,  by  the  salubrity  of 
our  finer  air  and  diet,  you  will  soon  recover  your  health 
and  stomach. 

In  full  assurance  of  your  complying  goodnen,  we 
have  sent  you  some  provision  for  your  voyage,  and  we 
sliall  with  impatience  wait  for  your  safe  arrival  to  our 
kingdom.     Most  illustrious  lady  farewell. 

Prince  Eoroego. 
Dated  the  11th  d^y  of  the  6th  moon,  in  the 
BOOl  year  of  the  LUlipaUan  en. 

■  Here  we  have  a  paicel  of  characters  formed  at  random,  by 
way  of  the  addreis  m  the  LUUputian  tongue. 


FBOM  MONSIEUR  VOLTAIBB. 

Fridaf  I. 
Sir, — I  send  you  here  enclosed  two  letters,  one  for  X. 
de  Morville,  our  secretary  of  state,  and  dhe  other  liir 
M.  de  Maisons,  both  desirous  and  worthy  of  your  a^ 
quaiutanoe.  Be  so  kind  as  to  let  me  know  if  toq 
intend  to  go  by  Calais,  or  by  the  way  of  Roueo.  la 
case  you  resolve  to  go  by  Rouen,  I  will  give  you  sum 
letters  for  a  good  lady  who  lires  in  her  country  caUk  jtsi 
by  Rouen.  She  will  receive  you  as  well  as  yoa  4- 
serve.  There  you  will  find  two  or  three  of  my  intiaitt 
friends  who  are  your  admirers,  and  who  have  Icaninl 
English  since  I  am  in  England.  All  will  pay  yoaall 
the  respects,  and  procure  all  the  pleasures  they  » 
capable  of.  They  will  give  you  a  nundied  direcUaa 
for  JParis,  and  provide  you  with  all  the  requisite  coi* 
venieuces.  Vouchsafe  to  acquaint  me  with  jm 
resolution ;  I  shall  certainly  do  my  best  endearoon  h 
serve  you,  and  to  let  my  country  know  that  I  have  tiv  i> 
estimable  honour  to  be  one  of  your  friends.  I  am.  viA 
the  highest  respect  and  esteem,  yotir  most  humUt 
obedient,  faithful  servant,  Voltaiil 


MONSIEUR  VOLTAIRB 
AU  COMTE  DB  morville,  MINISTRE  it  8ECIETAU£ 
D*ETAT  A  VBRSAILLBS. 

MoNSEiQNEUR,— Je  me  suis  content^  jusqn*ici  d'd- 
mirer  en  silence  votre  conduite  dans  les  affaim  i' 
TEurope ;  mais  11  n'est  pas  permis  ft  im  homme  qiJ 
aime  votre  gloire,  et  qui  vous  est  aussi  tendrement  «:• 
tach6  que  je  le  suis,  de  demeurer  plus  longtemps  ss* 
vous  faire  ses  sinceres  complimens. 

Je  ne  puis  d*ailleurs  me  refuser  lliounenr  que  xne  (kH 
le  c6lebre  Monsieur  Swift,  de  vooloir  bien  vous  \wbK^ 
ter  une  de  mes  lettres.  Je  las  que  sa  rlputatioDfA 
parvenue  jusqu*i  vous,  et  que  vous  aves  envie  d«  ^' 
coniiottre.  II  fait  rhonneur  d^une  nation  que  vom  '^- 
mez.  Vous  aves  Id  les  traductions  de  plusieim  oavn?* 
qui  lui  sont  attribu^s.  Et  qui  est  plus  capable  qi^ 
vous,  monseigneur,  de  discerner  les  beaut^s  d'oo  ori?*- 
nal  k  travers  la  foiblesse  des  plus  mauvaiseieopte«!  i« 
crois  que  vous  ne  serez  pas  f)lch6  de  diner  avec  !!>»' 
sieur  Swift,  et  Monsieur  le  President  Henaut.  Etje 
me  flatte  que  vous  regarderes  comme  une  pnrare  <k 
mon  sincere  attachement  ft  votre  personne,  la  liMr 
que  je  prens  de  vous  presenter  un  des  hommes  les  Y^* 
eztraordinaires  que  VAngleterre  ait  produit,  et  lei  j^ts 
capables  de  sentir  toute  V^tendue  de  tos  grandfl  q(u- 
lit^s. 

Je  suis  potur  toute  ma  vie,  avec  vm  profond  nsv^. 
et  un  attachement  reroplide  la  plus  haute  eitim«.n>v 
seigneur,  votre  tres  humble  et  tree  oMissHit  serritrur. 

VOLTAIIL 


MR.  VOLTAIRE  TO  THE  COUNT  DE  MOBVIUE. 
MINISTER  AND  SBCRBTARV  tfP  STATE  AT  VERSAIU£S> 

Jnoe,  I^' 

My  Lord, — Hitherto  I  have  confined  myself  to  i  tifH 
admiration  of  your  management  of  the  public  iSt'^ 
of  Europe ;  but  it  is  impossible  for  a  person  who  bai  yt^ 
glory  so  much  at  heart,  and  for  whom  yon  haxt  s  r> 
^re  affection,  to  keep  silence  any  longer,  and  nA  ^^ 
present  his  sincere  compliments  to  you  upon  the  in»^ 
of  your  conduct. 

Besides,  I  could  not  decline  the  honour  which  t^-^ 
celebrated  dean  Swift:  does  me  in  offering  to  ddiv^: 
this  letter  to  your  lordship.  I  am  sensible  thai  be  a 
already  known  to  you  by  fame,  and  that  you  sre  <k- 
sirous  of  his  acouaintance.  He  does  honour  to  s  mt.^ 
which  you  highly  esteem.  Vou  have  perused  the  tm* 
lations  of  several  pieces  attributed  to  nim ;  aocl  vbo  tf 
more  capable  than  you^  my  lord,  of  diicovcnqs  ^ 
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kautiei  of  an  uriginal,  even  through  the  veil  of  an 
iKlejjant  veniony  I  appiehend  you  will  not  be  aorry 
Id  (liije  in  company  with  dean  Swift  and  the  president 
Hniault:  and  1  alio  flatter  myielf  that  the  liberty  I 
tike  in  introducing  to  your  acquaintance  one  of  the 
BMt  fxtiaordinary  men  that  England  ever  produced — 
cne  who  is  most  capable  of  forming  a  just  idea  of  your 
traly  great  qualities — ^will  be  considered  by  you  as  a 
toLra  of  my  sincere  attachment  to  your  person. 

I  shall  ever  remain,  with  the  most  profound  respect 
and  ectoem,  my  lord,  your  lordship's  most  obedient 
kimble  servant,  Voltaire. 

TO  DK.  SHERIDAN. 

Loudon,  Jaue  24,  1727. 
I  HAVE  received  your  last,  with  the  enclosed  print. 
I  desire  you  will  let  Dr.  DeUuiy  know  that  I  tran- 
rribe  the  substance  of  his  letter,  and  tlie  translation 
uf  wiut  was  registered,  and  added  a  whole  state  of  the 
cur,  and  gave  it  Mrs.  Howard  to  give  to  the  prince 
fjvio  me,  and  to  desire  that,  as  chancellor,  he  would 
do  vhat  be  thought  most  fit*     I  forgot  to  ask  Mn. 
H»\nird  what  was  done  in  it,  the  next  time  I  saw  her, 
aiid  the  day  I  came  to  town  came  the  news  of  the 
k'ugi  death,  of  which  I  sent  |jar1iculaTS  the  very  same 
lUjr  to  our  friend :  since  then  we  have  been  all  in  a 
burr}*,  with  millions  of  schemes.     I  deferred  kissing 
^  kings  and  queen*8  hands  till  the  third  day,  when 
ny  friends  at  court  chid  me  for  deferring  it  so  long. 
I  luve  been  and  am  so  extremely  busy,  that  though  I 
^tgin  this  letter,  I  cannot  finish  it  till  next  post;  for 
i»w  it  is  the  lost  moment  it  con  go,  and  I  have  much 
m  'Tf  to  say.    I  was  just  ready  to  go  France,  when  the 
•r#i  of  the  king^s  [kmg  George  I.J  death  arrived,  and 
I  came  to  town  in  order  to  begin  my  journey.     But  I 
n»  desired  to  delay  it,  and  I  then  determined  it  a 
i^oud  time;  when  upon  some  new  incidents  I  was 
ritii  great  vehemence  dissuaded  from   it   by  certain 
o^vons,  whom   I   could  not  disobey.     Thus  things 
^d  with  me.     My  stomach  is  pretty  good,  but  fur 
"»»•'  <Uy8  my  head  has  not  been  ri^ht,  yet  it  is  what 
hwe  been  formerly  used  to.     Here  u  a  strange  world, 
i»i  our  friend  will  re[jroach  me  for  my  share  in  it ; 
iJt  it  shall  be  short,  for  I  design  soon  to  return  into 
w  couiitry.     I  am  thinking  of  a  chancellor  for  the 
WTCTiity,  and  have  pitched  uiwn  one,  but  whether 
fwill  like  it,  or  my  word  be  of  any  use,  I  know  not 
oe  talk  is  now  for  a  moderating  scheme,  wherein 
i*ody  shall  be  used  the  worse  or  better  for  being 
JW  Whig  or  Tory;  and  the  king  hath  received 
)tli  with  great  equality,  showing  civilities  to  several 
!«o  are  openly  known  to  be  the  latter.     I  prevailed 
ith  a  dozen,  that  we  should  go  in  a  line  to  kiss 
1^  kings  aiid  queen's  hands.    We  have  now  done 
'th   rppining,   if  we  shall   be  used  well,  and  not 
ute«l  as  formerly;  we  all  agree  in  it,  and  if  things  do 
>t  raeiid,  it  is  not  our  faults :  we  have  made  our  offers  ; 
otherwise,  we  are  as  we  were.     It  is  agreed   the 
mi^try  will  be  changed,  but  the  others  will  have  a 
^  f&Il ;  although  the  king  must  be  excessive  generous 
he  forgives  the  treatment  of  some  people.     I  writ 
'ig  ago  my  thoughti  to  my  viceroy,  and  he  may 
oceed  as  he  shall  be  advised.     But  if  the  archbishop 
>T.  William  King]  goes  on  to  proceed  to  nth  ptrna 
*ffmptu*^  &c.,  I  would  have  an  appeal  at  proper 
oe,  which  I  suppose  must  be  to  delegates,  or  the 
wn,  I  kiiow  not  which.    However,  I  will  spend  a 
ndred  or  two  pounds,  rather  than  be  enshived,  or 
iny  a  right  which  I  do  not  value  threepence,  but  my 
ccessors  may.     My  service  to  all  friends ;  and  so, 
nking  I  have  said  enough,  I  bid  you  farewell  heartily, 
d  long  to  eat  of  your  fruit,  for  I  dare  cat  none  here. 

'  His  royal  higluMB  Georgs  prlass  of  Wdos,  cbanoellor  of 
uuvetBily  of  Doblin.  | 


It  hath  cost  me  five  sliillings  in  victuals  since  I  came 
here,  and  ten  pounds  to  servants  where  I  ha?e  dined. 
I  suppose  my  agent  [Rev.  Mr.  John  WorrallJ  in  Ship- 
street  takes  care  and  inquires  about  my  new  agent. 


FROM  LORD  BOLINGBROKE. 

SiitunUy.  at  Pope's.  June  24,  17S7. 
I  AM  going  to  London,  and  intend  to  carry  this  letter, 
which  I  will  give  you,  if  I  see  you,  and  leave  for  you 
if  I  do  not  see  you. 

There  would  not  be  common  sense  in  your  going 
into  France  at  this  juncture,  even  if  you  intended  to 
stay  there  long  enough  to  draw  the  sole  pleasure  and 
proiBt  which  I  propose  you  should  have  in  the  ac- 
quaintance I  am  rauly  to  give  you  there;  much  less 
ought  you  to  think  of  such  an  unmeaning  journey 
when  the  opportunity  for  quitting  Ireland  for  Kngland 
is,  I  believe,  fairly  before  you.  To  hanker  after  a 
court  is  fit  for  men  with  blue  ribbons,  pompous  titles^ 
and  overgrown  estates.  It  is  below  either  you  or  me : 
one  of  whom  never  made  his  fortune,  and  the  other's 
turned  rotten  at  the  very  moment  it  grew  ripe.  Bjit 
without  hankering,  without  assuming  a  suppliant 
dependent  s  air,  you  may  spend  in  England  all  the  time 
you  can  be  absent  from  Ireland,  et  Jairt  la  gturrt  H 
I'tnl  There  has  not  been  so  much  inactivity  as  you 
imagine;  but  I  cannot  answer  for  consequences. 
Adieu. 

If  you  can  call  on  me  to-morrow  morning  in  your 
way  to  church,  about  ten  o'clock,  you  will  find  me 
just  returning  to  Cranford  from  the  Fall-Mall. 

I  shall  return  again  to  London  on  Monday  evening. 


FROM  LORD  BOUNOBROKE. 

Grsnford.  Tuesday. 
I  HAVE  SO  severe  a  defloxion  of  rheum  on  both  my 
eyes  that  I  dare  hardly  stir  abroad.  You  will  be 
ready  to  say,  *' Physician  cure  thyself;**,  and  that  is 
what  I  am  about  I  took  away,  by  cupping,  yester- 
day, fourteen  ounces  of  blood ;  and  such  an  operation 
woidd,  I  believe,  have  done  you  more  good  than  steel 
and  bitters,  waters  and  drops.  I  wish  John  Gay  suc- 
cess in  his  pursuit ;  but  I  think  he  has  some  qualities 
which  will  keep  him  down  in  the  world.  Good  God ! 
what  is  man  ?  polished,  eivilixed,  learned  man !  A 
liberal  education  fits  him  for  slavery;  and  the  pains 
he  has  taken  give  him  the  noble  ptetension  of  dangling 
away  life  in  an  ante-chamber,  or  of  employing  real 
talents  to  serve  those  who  have  none;  or,  which  is 
worse  than  all  the  rest,  of  making  his  reason  and  his 
knowledge  serve  all  the  purposes  of  other  men  s  follies 
and  vices.  You  say  not  a  word  to  me  about  the  public, 
of  whom  I  think  as  seldom  as  possible.  I  consider 
myself  as  a  man  with  some  little  satisfiMtion,  and  with 
some  use :  but  I  have  no  pleasure  in  thinking  I  am  an 
Englishman^  nor  is  it,  I  doubt,  to  much  purpose,  to 
act  like  one.  Serpit  eium  rrs,  q%M  prociivis  ad  perm* 
CMM,  ewn  temei  fwpit,  hbiiur.  Plum  etum  diaami 
qmmadmodum  /ueeJUaHt^  quam  qmmadmoUum  his  mu» 
tatwr.     Adieu. 

Let  me  know  how  you  do.    If  your  landlord*  is  re- 
turned, my  kindest  service  to  him. 


FROM  LORD  BOLINOBROKE.b 

Sundiif. 
You  may  be  sure  of  letters  from  me  to  people  who 
will  receive  you  with  all  the  honours  due  to  so  great  a 
traveller  and  so  exu;t  an  author.  I  am  obliged  to  stay 
in  the  country  to-morrow,  bv  some  business  relating  to 
my  poor  farm,  which  I  would  willingly  make  a  rich 

•  Mr.  POpCt  the  dean  bring  at  Twicknihun. 

b  Indoranl  "  Lord  BoUnsbnike  ou  my  wAum  to  Fnmes  aboal 
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one;  and  for  which  purpose  a  person  is  with  me,  who 
comes  from  Suffolk  on  my  summons. 

On  Tuesday,  by  seven  in  the  evening,  I  will  cer- 
tainly be  in  the  Pall-Mall,  and  there  you  shall  have, 
if  you  meet  me,  and  not  otherwise,  both  my  letters  and 
instructions,  which  will  be  of  use  to  you. 

Raillery  apart:  since  you  do  go  into  France,  I  shall 
be  glad  to  talk  with  you  before  your  departure ;  and  I 
fancy  you  would  not  leave  England  without  em- 
bracing the  man  in  England  who  loves  you  best 
Adieu.     My  best  services  attend  all  with  you. 


TO  DR.  SHERIDAN. 

Twickenham.  Jiily  1. 1727. 
I  HAD  yours  of  June  22.  You  complain  of  not  hear- 
ing from  me ;  I  never  wa«  so  constant  a  writer.  I  have 
writ  six  times  to  our  friends,  and  as  many  to  you. 
Mr.  Pope  is  reading  your  "  Persius  :''  he  is  frequently 
lick,  and  so  at  this  time :  he  has  read  it,  but  you  must 
wait  till  next  letter  for  his  judgmenL  He  would 
know  whether  it  is  designed  for  an  el^ant  translation, 
or  only  to  show  the  meaning ;  I  reckon  it  an  expla- 
nation of  a  difficult  author,  not  only  for  learners,  but 
for  those  also  who  are  not  expert  in  Latin,  because  he 
is  a  very  dark  author.  I  would  not  have  your  book 
printed  entire  till  I  treat  with  my  bookseller  here  for 
your  advantage.  There  is  a  w(»tl  (conettctmt)  which 
you  have  not  explained,  nor  the  reason  of  it  Where 
you  are  ignorant  you  should  confess  you  are  ignorant 
I  wrote  to  Stella  the  day  we  heard  the  king  was  dead, 
and  the  circumstances  of  it.  I  hold  you  a  guinea  I 
shall  forget  something.  Worrall  writ  to  me  lately. 
In  answer,  I  desire  that  when  the  archbishop  comes  to 
a  determination,  that  an  appeal  be  properly  lodged,  by 
which  I  wUl  elude  him  till  my  return,  which  will  be 
at  Michaelmas.  I  have  left  London,  and  stay  here  a 
week,  and  then  I  shall  go  thither  again ;  just  to  see 
the  queen,  and  so  come  back  hither.  Here  are  a  thou- 
sand schemes  wherein  they  would  have  me  engaged, 
which  I  embrace  but  coldly,  because  I  like  none  of 
them.  I  have  been  these  ten  days  inclined  to  my  old 
^disease  of  giddinen,  a  little  tottering ;  our  friend  under- 
stands it,  but  I  grow  cautious,  and  am  something  better ; 
cider,  and  champagne,  and  fruit  have  been  the  cause. 
But  now  I  am  very  regular,  and  I  eat  enough.  I  took 
Dr.  Delauy's  paper  to  the  king  when  he  was  prince ; 
he  and  hiis  secretary  [Samuel  Molyneux,  esq.]  are 
discontented  with  the  provost  [Rev.  Mr.  Baldwin]  ; 
but  they  find  he  has  law  on  nis  side.  The  king^s 
death  hath  broke  that  measure.  1  proposed  the  prince 
of  W^es  to  be  chancellor,  and  I  believe  so  it  wiU  go. 
Pray  copy  out  the  verses  I  writ  to  Stella  on  her  col- 
lecting my  verses,  and  send  them  to  me,  for  we  want 
some  to  make  our  poetical  miscellany  large  enough, 
and  I  am  not  ^ere  to  pick  what  should  be  added. 
Direct  them  and  all  other  double  papers  to  lord 
Bathurst,  in  St  James's-square,  London.  I  was  in  a 
fright  about  your  verses  on  Stella's  sickness,  but  glad 
when  they  were  a  month  old. 

Desire  our  friends  to  let  me  know  what  I  should 
buy  for  them  here  of  any  kind.  I  had  just  now  a  long 
letter  from  Mrs.  Dingley,  and  another  from  Mr. 
Synge.  Pray  tell  the  latter  that  I  return  him  great 
thanks,  and  wiU  leave  the  visiting  affair  to  his  dis- 
cretion. But  all  the  lawyers  in  Europe  shall  never 
persuade  me  that  it  is  in  the  archbishop's  power  to 
take  or  refuse  my  proxy,  when  I  have  the  king's  leave 
of  absence.  If  he  be  violent,  I  will  appeal,  and  die 
two  or  three  hundred  pounds  poorer  to  defend  the 
rights  of  the  dean.  Pray  ask  Mr.  Synge  whether  his 
feuocchin  be  grown ;  it  is  now  Ht  to  eat  here,  and  we 
eat  it  like  celery,  either  with  or  without  oil,  &c.  I 
design  to  pass  my  time  wholly  in  the  country,  having 
some  business  to  do  and  settle  before  I  leave  England 


for  the  last  time.  I  will  send  you  Mr.  Pope'n  crt. 
cisms,  and  my  own,  on  your  work.  Pray  forjjrt  -j-- 
thing  of  what  I  desire  you.  Pray  God  bles  you  &.-- 
If  the  king  had  lived  but  ten  days  longer,  I  simiki  t> 
now  at  Paris.  Simpleton !  the  *'  Draptets '"  ^ould  CMr 
been  sent  unbound,  but  it  is  no  great  matter ;  tro  : 
three  would  have  been  enough.  I  see  Mis.  Fsd>i' 
seldom ;  I  never  trouble  them  but  when  I  am  sett  k 
she  expects  me  soon,  and  after  that  periiaps  no  bk." 
while  I  am  here.  I  desire  it  may  be  told  that  i  iw 
go  to  court,  which  I  mention  because  of  a  ptuec*  ^ 
Mrs.  Dingley 's  letter ;  she  speaks  mighty  good  tbke* 
of  your  kindness.  I  do  not  want  that  poem  to  SkJ^ 
to  print  it  entire,  but  some  passages  out  of  it,  if  ti»> 
deserve  it,  to  lengthen  the  volume.  Read  all  ii 
letter  without  hesitation,  and  I  will  give  you  a  p^ .' 
ale.  I  intend  to  be  with  you  at  Midmelmss,  W 
impossibilities. 

DE  M.  L'ABBE  DES  FONTAINES^ 

A  FarU.  le  4  JttOlet.  IT 
J'ai  I'honneur,  monsieur,   de  vous   envoyer  U  ^'■ 
Edition  de  votre  ouvrage,  que  j'ai  traduit  en  Fta^  '• 
Je  vous  aurois  envoye  la  premiere,  si  je  nofois  pai  rt 
oblig6,  pour  des  raisous  que  je  ne  puis  vous  dire,  di- 
B^rer  dans  la  preface  wi  endroit,  dont  voos  o'aur.j 
pas  eu  lieu  d'ebre  content,  ce  que  j'u  mis  assurtmn.' 
malgr6  moi.     Comme  le  livre  s*est  d^bit^  tans  oootn- 
diction,  ces  raisons  ne  subsistent  plus,  et  j'ai  axs^- 
supprim6  cet  endroit  dans  la  2de  ddition,  comnu  <^(^ 
verrez.     J  ai  aussi  currigi  Tendroit  de  moosiem  Cm- 
teret,  sur  leqUel  j  avois  eu  de  faux  m^moirea.   Viu 
trouverez,  monsieur,  en  beaucoup  d^eodroits  uix  ^- 
duction  peu  fidele ;  mab  tout  ce  qui  plait  en  Asi'l^ 
terre,  na  pas  ici  le  meme  agr^ment;  soit  parceqin 
les  moeurs  sont  diffi^rentes ;  soit  parce  que  les  alliwr^ 
et  les  allegories,  qui  sont  sensibles  dans  un  pars,  m  * 
sont  pas  dans  un  autre ;  soit  en  fin  parce  que  \«  £"' 
des  deux  nations  n'est  pas  le  meme.  J'ai  voalu  dons^ 
aux  Francois  un  livre,  qui  fut  a  leur  usage:  roilit 
qui  m'a  rendu  traducteur  libre  et  peu  tidtl&   i*^ 
m^me  pris  la  liberte  d'ajouter,  selon  que  votre  tauT' 
nation  ^chauffoit  la  mienne.     C'est  i  vous  seal,  d- 
sieur,  que  je  suis  redevable  de  Thonneur,  que  otf  ^- 
cette  traduction,  qui  a  £t£  d^bit^e  ici  avec  one  af>^'^ 
6tonnante,  et  dont  il  y  a  dd'fi.  trois  4ditiom.   Jt»^ 
p^n^tr^  d'une  si  grande  estime  pour  vous,  et  je  u  i« 
suis  si  oblige,  qui  si  la  suppression,  que  j'ai  faite,  i 
vous  satisfaisoit  pas  entierement,  je  ferai  voluat^ 
encore  davantage  pour  effacer  jusqu'au  soureoir  d?'^' 
endroit  de  la  preface;  au  surplus,  je  vous  sup{»' 
monsieur,  de  vouloir  bien  faire  attention  2  la  ju*"'-^''^ 
que  je  vous  ai  rendue  dans  la  m^me  pre&ce. 

On  se  flatte,  monsieur,  quon  aura  bientotlTicBi"- 
de  vous  poss^der  ici.  Tons  vos  amis  vous  attniJf^ 
avec  impatience. 

On  ne  parle  ici  que  de  votre  arriv^,  et  tout  ?vi 
souhaite  de  vous  voir.  Ne  differez  pas  uc^  ^.^' 
tion :  vous  verrez  un  peuple  qui  vous  estime  i^f-' 
ment.  En  attendant  je  vous  demande,  miiui'n- 
llionneur  de  votre  amiti^,  et  vous  prie  d  etie  |Kr»«t*^*'' 
que  personne  ne  vous  honore  plus  que  moi.cH'"^' 
avec  plus  de  consideration  et  d'estime,  votxv  tih  ^^" 
ble  et  tr^s  ob^issant  serviteur, 

L'AbBE  des  F0KTAl>i  • 

Mr.  Arbuthiiot  a  bien  voulft  se  charger  de  vo«&  fci" 

tenir  cette  lettre  avec  Texemplaire  qoejai  Yhof*^^- 

de  vous  envoyer. 

•  Peter  Francis  Guyet  des  Fontaiivs.  bora  at  Bo««^  ■  -J*; 
mandy.  Juno  89.  1684,  entered  into  tlwi  aprtety  oi  ihe  ^*^^' 
1700,  but  quitted  it  fiftwjn  yea»  after.  He  K^*^*'"  ^7j 
with  the  eardinal  d'Auvergne.  and  died  at  Paria.  £»«•■»»•  ^ 
1745 ;  being  well  known  for  aeventl  woito,  and  P^ff^'JJ-^ 
hia  '  •  Obwjrvationa  »ur  les  Ouvngea  Modeniea;"  a«»*"  '"^ 
ment  aur  les  Eoita  Nouwaux." 
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PROM  THE  ABBE  DBS  FONTAINES. 

Fuia.  JaW  4. 17S7. 
Sir, — I  have  the  honour  to  send  to  you  tne  second 
edition  of  your  work,  which  I  have  tiaotlated  into 
French.  I  ihould  have  seot  you  the  fint,  had  1  not 
Wen  obliged,  for  reasons  which  I  am  not  at  liberty  to 
tpll  you,  to  insert  a  passage  in  the  preface,  which  you 
would  not  have  been  pleased  with,  and  which  indeed  I 
inserted  much  against  my  inclinations.  As  the  book 
Iku  made  its  way  without  opposition,  then  reasons  no 
long«r  subsist,  and  I  have  expunged  this  uassage  in  the 
second  edition,  as  you  will  find.  I  nave  likewise 
altered  the  passage  relating  to  my  lord  Carteret,  cbn- 
ceraing  whicb  I  had  received  ftlae  intelligence.  In 
many  patta  you  will  easily  see  that  my  translation  is 
not  exact ;  bat  what  pleases  in  England  has  not  always 
tbe  same  effect  in  France ;  either  because  our  manners 
are  different,  or  because  the  allusions  and  allegories 
that  strike  people  in  one  country  do  not  make  the  same 
impression  in  another ;  or,  in  fine,  because  the  two 
iutionsdo  not  always  agree  in  taste.  My  intention 
wjs  to  present  my  countrymen  with  a  book  wbich 
mi.^Ht  be  of  use  to  them ;  and  this  has  made  me  take 
some  liberties  in  varying  from  the  original.  I  have 
btvii  even  so  free  as  to  make  some  additions,  according 
as  I  found  my  own  imagination  raised  by  yours.  To 
\M  only  I  am  indebted  for  the  honour  this  translation 
•lues  me ;  a  translation  that  has  been  sold  with  amasiug 
Mpidity,  for  there  have  been  already  three  editions  of 
it.  I  have  coucclred  so  high  an  esteem  for  you,  and 
Ml  greatly  am  I  obliged  to  you,  that  if  you  are  not 
entirely  aatiafied  with  the  suppression  I  made  in  this 
edition,  1  am  still  ready  to  go  any  further  length  in 
urder  to  cancel  the  memory  of  that  part  of  the 
preface :  as  for  the  rest,  I  beg  you  will  pay  due  atten- 
tion to  the  juatice  I  have  done  you  in  that  very  pie- 
tice. 

We  flatter  ourselves  that  we  shall  soon  have  the 
bonoitr  of  seeing  you  in  this  capital.  All  your 
frietids  are  impatient  for  your  arrival :  nothing  else 
ii  talked  of;  and  all  Paris  eagerly  expecta  tliis  agree- 
able event.  Do  not  defer  giving  us  this  pleasure ;  you 
will  see  a  nation  that  holds  you  in  the  highest  esteem. 
Ill  the  mean  time  I  claim  the  honour  of  your  friend- 
>l>ip.  and  beg  you  will  be  persuaded  that  no  one 
rapects  you  more  than  myself;  being,  with  the  pro- 
ruuiidest  regard  and  esteem,  sir,  your  most  humble 
and  most  obedient  servant. 

The  Abbs  des  Fontaines. 

Dr.  Arbuthnot  has  been  so  good  as  to  undertake  to 
deliver  this  letter  to  you,  together  with  the  copy  of 
youT  work,  which  I  have  the  honour  of  sending 
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A  M.  L'ABBE  DES  FONTAINES. 

1'  y  a  plus  d*un  mois  que  j'aye  re^u  votre  lettre  du  4e 

Jiiillet,  monsieur;  mais  lexemplaire de  la  2de  Edition 

Je  votre  ouvrage  ne  m'a  pas  ^t^  encore  remis.     J'ai 

lu  la  preface  de  la  premiere ;  et  vous  me  permettres 

de  vous  dire,  que  j'aye  6t6  fort  surpris  d'y  voir,  qu  en 

n:o  donnant  pour  patrie  un  pays,  dans  lequel'  je  suis 

>|^,  vous  avex  trouv^  k  propos  de  m'attribuer  uu  livre, 

H^i  porte  le  nom  de  son  auteur,  qui  a  eu  le  malheur 

•Ip  deplaire  k  quelques  uns  de  nos  ministres,  et  que  je 

n  ai  jamais  avou^.     Cette  plainte,  que  je  fiiu  de  votre 

(^onduite  i  moo  ^gard,  ne  m'empeche   pas  de  vous 

reiidre  justice.      Les  traducteurs  donnent    pour    la 

|>lu]i^  des  louanges  excessives  aux  ouvrages  qu'ils 

traduificnt,  et  s'imaginent  pcut-§tre,  queleur  r6putation 

il^'^nd  en  quelque  fa(;on  de  coUes  des  anteurs  qu'ils 

out  choisis.     Mais  vous  avez  setiti  vos  forces,  qui  voxis 

Jnettent  an  dessus  de  pareillcs  precautions.     Capable 

de  corriger  un  mauraij  livre,  entre]irise  plus  difilcile, 


ue  celle  d  en  composer  un  bon,  vous  u*ave£  pas  craint 
e  dormer  au  public  la  traduction  d'un  ouvrage,  que 
vous  assures  6tre  plein  de  polissoneries,  de  sottises,  de 
puerilit^s,  &c.  Nous  convenons  ici,  que  le  godt  des 
nations  nest  paa  toujours  le  meme.  Mais  nous  sommes 
portes  i  croire,  que  le  bon  goCit  est  le  mSme  par  tout, 
oO  il  y  a  des  gens  d'esprit,  de  jugement  et  de  scavoir. 
Si  done  les  livres  du  sieur  Gulliver  ne  sont  calculus 
que  pour  les  isles  Britanniques,  ce  voy^eur  doit  pasaer 
pour  un  trda  pitoyable  ecrivain.  Les  memes  vices  et 
les  m6mes  folies  r^gnent  par  tout ;  du  moins,  dans  tons 
les  pays  civilises  de  1 'Europe :  et  Vauteur,  que  u  ecrit 
que  pour  une  ville,  une  pfovince,  un  royaume,  ou 
m6me  un  sidele,  m^rite  si  peu  d'etre  traduit,  qu'il  ne 
m^rite  pas  d'§tre  Id. 

Les  partisans  de  ce  GuUiver,  qui  ne  laissent  pas 
d'etre  en  fort  grand  nombre  ches  nous,  soutiennent, 
que  son  livre  durera  autant  que  notre  langage,  parce 
qu*il  ne  tire  pas  son  m^rite  de  oertaines  modes  ou 
manidres  de  penser  et  de  parln',  mais  d'une  suite 
d'observations  sur  Jes  imperfections,  les  folies,  et  les 
vices  de  Thomme. 

Vous  jugex  bien,  que  les  gens,  dont  je  viena  de  vous 
parler,  n'approuvent  paa  fort  votre  critique;  et  vous 
seres  sans  doute  surpris  de  sqavoir,  qu'ils  re^Eudent  ce 
chirurgien  de  vaissean,  comme  un  auteur  grave,  qui  ne 
sort  jamais  de  son  s6rieux,  qui  n'emprunte  aucun  fard, 
qui  ne  se  pique  point  d'avoir  de  Pesprit^  et  qui  se  con- 
tente  de  communiquer  au  public,  dans  une  narmtion 
simple  et  naive,  les  aventures  qui  lui  sont  arriv^cs,  et 
les  choses  qu'il  a  vQes,  ou  entendues  dire  pendant  ses 
voyages. 

Quant  k  Particle  qui  regarde  milord  Carteret,  sans 
m'informer  d*otl  vous  tires  vos  m^moires,  je  vousdirai, 
que  vous  n'avei  ^crit  que  la  moiii6  de  la  v^rit^ ;  et 
que  ce  Drapier,  ou  r^el  ou  suppose,  a  sauv6  PIrlande, 
en  menant  toute  la  nation  contre  un  projet,  qui  devoit 
enrichir  au  d^pens  du  public  un  certain  nombre  de 
particuliers. 

Pltisieurs  accidens,  qui  sont  arrives,  m'empficheront 
de  faire  le  voyage  de  France  pr^sentement,  et  je  ne  suis 
plus  assez  ieune  pour  me  flatter  de  retrouver  un  autre 
occasion.  Je  s^ais  que  j'aye  perdO  beaucoup,  et  je  suis 
trSs  sensible  k  cette  perte.  L'unique  consolation  qui 
me  reste  c'est  de  songer,  que  j'en  supporteroi  mieux  le 
pays  auquel  la  fortune  m'a  condamn6. 

DR.  SWIFT'S  ANSWER. 

Augnit,  1797. 

Sir, — It  is  above  a  month  since  I  received  your  letter 

of  the  4th  of  July ;  but  the  copy  of  the  second  edition 

of  your  translation  is  not  yet  come  to  hand.     I  have 

read  the  preface  to  the  first;  and  give  me  leave  to  tell 

you  that  I  was  very  much  surprised  to  find  that,  at  the 

same  time  you  mentioned  the  country  in  which  I  was 

bom,  you  also  took  notice   of  me  by  luune  as  the 

author  of  that  book,  though  I  have  had  the  misfortune 

of  incurring  tlie  displeasure  of  some  of  our  ministers 

by  it,  and  never  acknowledged  it  as  mine.      Yotir 

behaviour  however  in  this  respect,  though  somewhat 

exceptionable,  shall  not  prevent  me  from  doing  you 

justice.    The  generality  of  translators  are  very  lavish 

of  their  praises  on  such  works  as  they  undertake  to 

render  into  their  own   language,  imagining  perhaps 

that  their  reputation  depends  in  some  measure  on  that 

of  the  authors  whom  they  have  thought  proper  to 

translate.     But  you  were  sensible  of  your  own  abili  ti  es, 

which  rendered  aU  such  precautions  needless*  Ca]iable 

of  mending  a  bad  book, — an  enterprise  more  difficult 

than  to  write  a  good  one, — you  have  ventured  to  publish 

the  translation  of  a  work  which  you  aflnrm  to  abound 

with  nonsense,  puerilities,  &c.     We  think  with  you 

tlmt  nations  do  not  always  agree  in  taste,  but  are  in> 

clined  to  believe  that  good  taste  is  the  same  wherever 
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there  are  men  of  wit,  judgment,  and  learning.  There- 
fore, if  the  Travels  of  Gulliver  are  calculated  only  for 
the  British  ialands,  that  voyager  must  certainly  be 
reckoned  a  paltry  writer.  The  same  vices  and  follies 
prevail  in  all  countries,  at  least  in  all  the  civilised 
parts  of  Europe ;  and  an  author,  who  would  sit  down 
to  write  only  for  a  single  town,  a  province,  a  kingdom, 
or  even  a  century,  so  far  from  deserving  to  be  translated, 
does  not  deserve  to  be  read. 

This  Gulliver's  adherents,  who  are  very  numerous 
here,  maintain  that  his  book  will  last  as  long  as  our 
language,  because  he  does  not  derive  his  merit  from 
certain  modes  of  expression  or  thought,  but  from  a 
scries  of  observations  on  the  imperfectioDS,  follies,  and 
vices  of  mankind. 

You  may  very  well  judge  that  the  people  I  have 
been  speaking  of  do  not  approve  of  your  criticisms ; 
and  you  will  doubtless  be  surprised  when  I  inform 
you  that  they  regard  this  sea-surgeon  as  a  grave  author 
who  never  departs  from  his  character,  and  who  iises 
no  foreign  embellishment, — ^never  pretends  to  set  up  for 
a  wit, — but  is  satisfied  with  giving  the  public  a  plain 
and  simple  narrative  of  the  adventures  that  befell  him, 
and  of  the  things  he  saw  and  beard  in  the  course  of  his 
voyages. 

With  regard  to  the  article  relating  to  lord  Carteret, , 
without  waiting  for  any  information  whence  you  bor- 
rowed your  intelligence,  I  shall  take  tlie  liberty  to  tell 
you  that  you  have  written  only  one  half  of  the  truth ; 
and  that  this  real  or  supposed  Drapier  has  saved 
Ireland,  by  spiriting  up  the  whole  nation  to  oppose  a 
project  by  wnich  a  certain  number  of  individuals 
would  have  been  enriched  at  the  public  expense. 

A  series  of  accidents  have  intervened,  which  will 
prevent  my  going  to  France  at  present,  and  I  am  now 
too  old  to  hope  for  any  future  opportunity.  I  am 
sensible  that  this  is  a  great  loss  to  me.  The  only  con- 
solation that  remains  is  to  think  that  I  shall  be  the 
Ijetter  able  to  bear  that  spot  of  ground  to  which  fortune 
has  condemned  me,  &c. 


TO  MRS.  HOWARD. 

Twickenham.  July  9, 17«7,  between 
clitirrh  and  dinner  time. 
Madam, — Mr  Gay,  by  your  commands,  as  he  says, 
showed  me  a  letter  to  you  from  an  unfortunate  lady, 
one  Mrs.  Pratt,  whose  cxise  I  know  very  well,  and  pity 
very  much ;  but  I  wonder  she  would  make  any  men- 
tion of  me,  who  am  almost  a  stranger  to  you  further 
than  your  goodness  led  you  a  little  to  distinguish  me. 
I  have  often  told  Mrs.  Pratt  that  I  had  not  the  least 
interest  with  the  friend's  friend's  friend  of  anybody  in 
power ;  on  the  contrary,  I  have  been  used  like  a  dog  for 
a  dozen  years  by  every  soul  who  was  able  to  do  it,  and 
were  but  sweepers  about  a  court.  I  believe  you  will 
allow  that  I  know  courts  well  enough  to  remember 
tliat  a  man  must  have  got  many  degrees  above  the 
power  of  recommending  himself  before  he  should  pre- 
sume to  recommend  another,  even  his  nearest  relation ; 
and,  for  my  own  part,  you  may  be  sure  that  I  will 
never  venture  to  recommend  a  mouse  to  Mrs.  Cole's 
cat,  or  a  shoe-cleaner  to  your  meanest  domestic.  But 
you  know  too  well  already  how  very  injudicious  the 
general  tribe  of  wanters  are.  I  told  Mrs.  Pratt  that, 
if  she  had  friends,  it  were  best  to  solicit  a  pension ; 
but  it  seems  she  had  mentioned  a  place.  I  can  only 
say  that,  when  I  was  about  coiurts,  tlie  best  lady  there 
had  some  cousin,  or  near  dependent^  whom  she  would 
be  glad  to  recommend  for  an  employment,  and  there- 
fore would  hanlly  think  of  strangers :  for  I  take  the 
matter  thus;  that  a  pension  may  possibly  be  got  by 
commiseration,  but  great  personal  favour  is  required 
for  an  employment.  There  are,  madam,  thousands  in 
tlie  world  who,  if  they  saw  your  dog  use  me  kindly,  I 


would  the  noct  day,  in  a  letter,  tell  me  of  the  deli^4 
they  heard  I  had  in  doing  good ;  and,  being  assur^i 
that  a  word  of  mine  to  you  would  do  anything,  dnitc 
my  interest  to  speak  to  you,  to  speak  to  the  speaker,  u 
speak  to  sir  Robert  Walpole,  to  speak  to  the  king,  tr 
Thus  wanting  people  are  like  drowning  people,  vb> 
lay  hold  of  every  teed  or  bulrush  in  their  way. 

One  place  I  humbly  beg  for  myself,  which  u  :n 
your  gift  if  it  be  not  disposed  of,  I  mean  the  m- 
quisite  of  all  the  letters  and  petitions  you  nceiyf-. 
which,  being  generally  of  fair,  large,  strong  paper,  I 
can  sell  to  good  advantage  to  the  band-box  luid  trunk- 
makers,  and  I  hope  will  annually  make  a  pretty  cos- 
fortable  penny. 

I  hear,  while  I  was  at  church,  Mr.  Pope  wroJr  to 
you  upon  the  occasion  of  Mrs.  Pratt  s  letter ;  but  \i» 
will  not  show  me  what  is  written  :  therefore  I  will  i.' 
trust  them,  but  resolved  to  justify  myself;  and  tfi^f 
shall  not  see  this. 

I  pray  Go«l  grant  you  patience,  and  preserve  rm 
eye-sight ;  but  confine  your  memory  to  the  savior  (/ 
your  myal  mistress,  and  the  happiness  of  your  inr^ 
friends,  and  give  you  a  double  portion  of  your  on 
spirit  to  distinguish  them.  I  am,  with  the  txwst  ir- 
specty  madam,  your  roost  obedient  and  most  ol)li;:<^ 
humble  servant,  Jonatoam  Swiit. 


TO  MRS.  BLOUNT. 

Twitenhain  Garret.  Thunder 
mamini;  at  sine. 
Madam  Patt, — ^You  are  commanded  by  Mr.  Poftf  lo 
read  that  part  of  the  enclosed  which  rriates  to  Mr. 
Gay  and  yourself,  and  to  send  a  direct  answa  to  Tcer 
humble  servant  by  my  humble  aervant  the  htam. 
Being  at  an  end  of  all  my  shoes  and  stockingi,  I  «& 
not  able  to  wait  on  you  to-day  after  to  raioy  a  ni^ 
and  so  suspicious  a  morning. 

Mrs.  Pope  is  youn  ;  but  I,  widi  the  greatest  raped, 
madam,  your  most  obedient  and  devoted  servant, 

JoNATttAM  SwiiT. 

Pray  do  not  give  a  copy  of  this  letter  to  Curlt  6( 
bookseller. 


FROM  LORD  BOUNGBRO&E. 

[Augast,  17»7.)  TafsdaT. 
I  BETUBN  you  the  papers,  which  I  have  rmi  tvi«v 
over  since  you  were  here.  They  are  extremely  vtli ; 
but  the  "Craftsman"  has  not  only  advertised  the  (4ii'i»' 
that  he  intended  to  turn  newswriter,  he  has  begun,  aui 
for  some  weeks  continued  to  appear  under  that  r't 
character.  This  consideration  inclines  me  to  thioiv 
that  another  turn  might  be  given  to  the  iutroductiva . 
and  perhaps  this  would  naturally  call  icx  a  iwif^ 
letter  from  the  Occasional  Writer,  to  account  fwr  bii 
silence,  to  prosecute  your  argument,  to  state  the  presru: 
disputes  about  political  afikirs,  and,  in  short,  to  inif« 
and  animate  the  paper  war.  When  we  meet  w\^^  ^ 
will  explain  myself  better  than  I  can  do  by  a  U^^^ 
writ  in  haste,  witli  mowers  and  haymakers  dbout  wl 
Adieu.    lict  Pope  share  my  embraces  with  you. 


TO  DR.  SWIFT.* 

Ttieraihv- 

Lord  B.  is  so  ill,  v^^l  >o  much  alone,  the  comrora 

fate  of  those  who  are  out  of  power,  that  I  liave  nuc  \^ 

him  one  day  since  my  return  from  London.    1^  ^ 

know  how  you  are.     Say  something  kind  from  mf  ''> 

Pope.    Toss  John  Gay  over  the  water  to  Ricbmonti,  \\ 

he  IS  with  you.    Adieu. 

«  It  does  not  aiipear  who  was  the  writer  of  this  thort  i^^ 
Perhaps  Mr.  Polteney. 
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MR.  PULTBNEY  TO  MR.  POPE. 

Eleven  o'clock,  TumkU^  morninff. 
I  Au  obliged  to  you  all  for  your  compliments,  and 
wUu  the  deaii  u  well  enough,  1  hope  to  tee  you  in 
Wirii.  You  will  probably  find  me  a  much  happier 
roau  tkui  wheu  you  nw  me  last ;  for  I  flatter  myself 
that  ill  an  hour  or  two  I  shall  be  ouce  more  bleved 
VI til  a  sou.  Mrs.  Pulteney  is  now  in  labour ;  if  she 
d>*-i  w«ll  and  bring;s  me  a  boy,  I  shall  not  care  one 
tU^nce  how  much  longer  sir  Robert  governs  England, 
or  Hurace  governs  France.    1  am  ever  yours,      W.  P. 


FROM  CHEVALIER  RAMSAY.* 

Pftrii.Auiruit  1,1727. 
Reverend  Sir, — Mr.  Hook  Laving  acquainted  me 
with  what  goodness  and  patience  you  have  been  pleased 
to  examine  a  performance  of  mine,**  I  take  this  occasion 
1o  make  my  acknowledgments.  Nothing  could  flatter 
iiu'  more  sensibly  than  your  approbation.  To  acquire 
tli>>  esteem  of  persons  of  your  merit  is  the  principal 
dJfaiitsge  1  could  wuh  for  by  becoming  an  author, 
iitd  more  than  I  could  flatter  m}*aelf  witn.  I  should 
U  proud  of  receiving  your  commands,  if  I  could  be 
any  way  useful  to  you  in  this  part  of  the  world ;  where, 
I  jfiure  you,  your  reputation  is  as  well  established  as 
\tk  your  own  country.  I  am,  with  the  utmost  regard 
uii<l  nteein,  reverend  sir,  your  most  humble,  and  most 
obliged,  obedient  servant,  A.  Rausay. 


FROM  MRS.  HOWARD. 

August.  1727. 

I  vRiTE  to  you  to  please  myself.  I  hear  you  are 
mtl&ucboly  because  you  have  a  bad  head  and  deaf 
ears.  These  are  two  misfortunes  I  liave  laboured  under 
tl:nw  many  years,  and  yet  was  never  peevish  with  my- 
M>lf  or  the  world.  Have  I  more  pliilosuphy  and  resolu- 
ttuu  than  you  t  Or  am  I  so  stupid  that  I  do  not  feel 
the  evil  ?  Is  this  meant  in  a  good-natured  view  f  or 
ilo  I  mean  that  I  please  myself  when  I  insult  over 
}i>uf  Auswer  these  queries  in  writing,  if  poutm  or 
utUr  methods  do  not  enable  you  soon  to  appear  in 
{hrsou.  Though  I  make  use  of  your  own  word  poison, 
S>ve  me  leave  to  tell  you,  it  is  nonsense ;  and  I  desire 
Tou  will  take  more  care,  for  die  time  to  come,  how  you 
etitJeavour  to  impose  upon  my  understanding,  by 
Qukiug  no  use  of  your  own. 


TO  DR.  SHERIDAN. 

Twickenham,  August  IS,  17S7. 
I  AVI  cleverly  caught,  if  ever  gentleman  was  cleverly 
taught ;  for  three  days  aAer  I  came  to  town  with  lord 
Oifonlr  from  Cambridgeshire,  which  was  ten  days 
a?i>,  my  old  deafness  seized  me,  and  hatli  continue<l 
vver  liuce  with  great  increase;  so  that  I  am  now 
(Wcr  than  ever  you  knew  me,  and  yet  a  little  less  I 
tliink  than  I  was  yesterday ;  but,  which  is  worse, 
sUmt  four  days  ago  my  giddiness  seized  me,  and  I 
was  so  verr  ill  that  yesterday  I  took  a  hearty  vomit, 
vitl  though  I  now  totter,  yet  I  think  I  am  a  thought 
tHter;  but  what  will  be  the  event  I  know  not;  one 
thing  I  know,  that  these  deaf  fits  use  to  continue  five 
w  nx  weeks,  and  I  am  resolved  if  it  continues,  or  my 
riiMineas,  some  days  longer,  I  will  leave  this  place, 
aitii  remove  to  Greenwich,  or  somewhere  near  London, 
vmI  take  my  cousin  I^ncelot  to  be  my  nurse.  Our 
Grinds  know  her;  it  is  the  same  with  Pat  Rolt.<>  If 
niy  disorder  should  keep  me  longer  than  my  licence  of 
ftUmce  lasts,  I  would  have  you  get  Mr.  Worrall  to 

*  IihWatHl  by  the  Aenn,  "  Soolrh  nathor  in  France.*' 

*  ••  Th«  TrsT«b  of  I'yrni." 

^  ^ion  uf  Uu>  late  ri<hl  honourable  Robert  Harley.  lord  high- 
iT>'aoQr«r  of  England,  created  earl  uf  Uxfunl  and  Mortimtfr  by 
Qu.>-n  Aonr. 

*  M<>aiioiMd  in  the  "  Jooraal**  as  a  relation  of  Swift.  The 
(nrnb  ncntwaed  weie  Stella  and  Dingley. 


renew  it;  it  will  not  expire  till  the  6th  or  7th  of  Oc- 
tober, and  1  resolved  to  begin  my  journey  September 
15th.  Mr.  Wonrall  will  see  by  the  date  of  my  licence 
what  time  the  new  one  should  commence ;  but  he  has 
seven  weeks  yet  to  consider :  I  only  speak  in  time. 
I  am  Tery  uneasy  here,  because  so  many  of  our  ac- 
quaintance come  to  see  us,  and  I  cannot  be  seen; 
besides  Mr.  Pope  is  too  sickly  and  complaisant,  there- 
fore I  resolve  to  go  somewhere  else.  This  is  a  little 
unlucky,  my  head  will  not  bear  writing  long  :  I  want 
to  be  at  home,  where  I  can  turn  you  out,  or  let  you 
in,  as  I  tliink  best  The  king  and  queen  come  in  two 
days  to  our  neighbourhood  [Richmond]  ;  and  there  I 
shall  be  expected,  and  cannot  go ;  which,  however,  is 
none  of  my  grievances,  for  I  would  rather  be  absent, 
and  have  now  too  good  an  excuse.  I  believe  this 
giddiness  is  the  disorder  that  will  at  last  get  the  better 
of  me ;  but  I  would  rather  it  should  not  be  now ;  and 
I  hope  and  believe  it  will  not,  for  I  am  now  better 
than  yesterday.  Since  my  dinner  my  giddiness  is 
much  better,  and  my  deafness  a  hair  s  breadth  not  so 
bad.  It  is  just  as  usual,  wont  in  the  morning  and  at 
evening.  I  will  be  very  temperate ;  and  in  the  midst 
of  peaches,  figs,  nectarines,  and  mulberries,  I  touch 
not  a  bit.  I  hope  I  shall,  however,  set  out  in  the 
midst  of  September,  as  I  designed.  This  is  a  long 
letter  for  an  ill  head  :  so,  adieu.  My  service  to  otir 
two  friends  and  all  others. 


TO  MRS.  HOWARD. 

Twickenham,  Augurt  15,  1727. 
Madam, — I  wish  I  were  a  young  lord,  and  you  were 
unmarried :  I  should  make  you  the  best  husband  in 
the  world,  for  I  am  ten  times  deafer  than  ever  you 
were  in  your  life ;  and  instead  of  a  poor  pain  in  my 
face,  I  have  a  good  substantial  giddiness  and  headache. 
The  best  of  it  is,  that  although  we  might  lay  our  heads 
together,  you  could  tell  me  no  secrets  that  might  not 
be  heard  five  rooms  distant.  These  disorders  of  mine, 
if  they  hold  me  as  long  as  they  used  to  do  some  yean 
ago,  will  last  as  long  as  my  leave  of  absence,  which  I 
shall  not  renew :  and  then  the  queen  will  have  the 
misfortune  not  to  see  me,  and  I  shall  go  back  with  the 
satisfaction  never  to  have  seen  her  since  she  was  queen, 
but  when  I  kissed  her  hand.  And,  although  she  were 
a  thousand  queens,  I  will  not  lose  my  privilege  of 
never  seeing  her  but  when  she  commands  it.  I  told 
my  two  landlords,  tliat  I  would  write  you  a  love-letter ; 
which,  I  remember,  you  commanded  me  to  do  last 
year :  but  I  would  not  show  it  to  either  of  them.  I 
am  the  greatest  courtier  and  flatterer  you  have;  be- 
cause I  try  your  good  sense  and  taste  more  than  all  of 
them  put  together,  which  is  the  greatest  compliment  I 
could  put  upon  you ;  and  you  have  hitherto  behaved 
yourself  tolerably  well  under  it;  much  better  than 
your  mistress,  if  what  a  lady  told  me  was  true,  that, 
talking  with  tlie  queen  about  me,  her  majesty  said, 
*'  I  was  an  odd  sort  of  a  man.'*  But  I  forgive  her : 
for  it  is  an  odd  thing  to  speak  freely  to  princes. 

I  will  say  another  thing  in  your  praise,  that  good- 
ness would  become  you  better  than  any  person  1  know ; 
and  for  timt  very  reason,  there  is  nobody  1  wish  to  be 
good  so  much  as  yourself.     I  am,  &c. 

Jonathan  Swipt. 


TO  MRS.  HOWARD. 

Twickenham.  August  19, 1717. 
Madam, — About  two  hours  Ijefore  you  were  bum  I  got 
my  giddiness,  by  eating  a  hundred  goldai  pippins  at 
a  time  at  Uichmond ;  and  when  you  were  four  years 
and  a  quarter  old,  bating  two  days,  having  made  a  fine 
seat  about  twenty  miles  further  in  Surrey,  where  I 
used  to  read  and ,  there  I  got  my  deafness;  and 
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tliese  two  friends  have  visited  me,  one  or  other,  every 
year  since,  and  being  old  acquaintance,  have  now 
thought  fit  tu  come  together.  So  much  for  the  ca- 
lamities wherein  I  have  the  honour  to  resemble  you ; 
and  you  see  your  sufferings  are  but  children  in  com- 
parison of  mine ;  and  yet,  to  show  my  philosophy,  I 
nave  been  as  cheerful  as  Scarron.  You  boast  that 
your  disorders  never  made  you  peevish.  Where  is  the 
virtue,  when  all  the  world  was  peevish  on  your  account, 
and  so  took  the  office  out  of  your  hands  f  Whereas  I 
bore  the  whole  load  myself,  nobody  caring  threepence 
what  I  suffered,  or  whether  I  were  hanged  or  at  ease. 
I  tell  you  my  philosophy  is  twelve  times  better  than 
yours ;  for  I  can  call  witnesses  that  I  bear  half  your 
pains,  beside  all  my  own,  which  are  in  themselves  ten 
times  greater.  Thus  have  I  most  fully  answered  your 
queries.  I  wish  the  poison  were  in  mv  stomach,  (which 
may  be  very  probable,  considering  the  many  drugs  1 
take,)  if  I  remember  to  have  mentioned  that  woid  in 
my  letter.  But  ladies  who  have  poison  in  their  eyes 
may  be  apt  to  mistake  in  their  reading.*  O !  I  have 
found  it  out;  the  word  peraon  I  suppose  was  written 
like  poison.  Ask  all  the  friends  I  write  to,  and  they 
will  attest  this  mistake  to  be  but  a  trifle  in  my  way  of 
writing,  and  could  easily  prove  it  if  they  had  any  of 
my  letters  to  show.  I  make  nothing  of  mistaking  un- 
toward for  Howard ;  wellpuU  for  Walpole ;  knights  of 
a  sliare  for  knights  of  a  shire;  monster  for  minister; 
in  writing  speaker,  I  put  an  n  for  a  ;> ;  and  a  hundred 
such  blunders,  which  coimot  be  helped,  while  I  have 
a  hundred  oceans  rolling  in  my  ears,  into  which  no 
sense  has  been  poured  this  fortnight;  and  therefore  if  I 
write  nonsense,  I  can  assure  you  it  is  genuine,  and  not 
borrowed.  Thus  I  write  by  your  commands;  and 
beside,  I  am  in  duty  bound  to  be  the  last  writer. 
But,  deaf  or  giddy,  hearing  or  steady,  I  shall  ever  be, 
with  the  truest  regard,  madam,  your  most  obedient 
and  most  humble  servant,  Jonathan  Swift. 


TO  DR.  SHERIDAN 

Twickenham,  August  S9, 17f7. 
I  HAVE  had  your  letter  of  the  I9th,  and  expect  before 
you  read  this  to  receive  another  from  you  with  the 
most  fatal  news  that  can  ever  come  to  me,  unless  I 
should  be  put  to  death  for  some  ignominious  crime.^  I 
continue  very  ill  with  my  giddiness  and  deafness,  of 
which  I  had  two  days  intermission,  but  since  worse, 
and  I  shall  be  perfectly  content  if  God  shall  please  to 
call  me  away  at  this  time.  Here  is  a  triple  cord  of 
friendship  broke,  which  hath  lasted  thirty  years,  twenty- 
four  of  which  in  Ireland.  I  beg,  if  you  have  not  written 
to  me  before  you  get  this,  to  tell  me  no  particulars, 
but  the^  event  in  general :  my  weakness,  my  age,  my 
friendship  will  bear  no  more.  I  have  mentioned  the 
case,  as  well  as  I  knew  it,  to  a  physician,  who  is  my 
friend;  and  I  find  his  methods  were  the  some — ^oir  and 
exercise— and,  at  last,  ass's  milk.  I  will  tell  vou  sin- 
cerely, that  if  I  were  younger  and  in  health,  or  in 
hopes  of  it,  I  would  endeavour  to  divert  my  mind  by 
all  methods  in  order  to  pass  my  life  in  quiet ;  but  I 
now  want  only  three  months  of  sixty.  I  am  strongly 
visited  with  a  disease  that  will  at  last  cut  me  off,  if  I 
should  this  time  escape ;  if  not,  I  have  but  a  poor 
remainder,  and  that  is  below  any  wise  man's  valuing. 
I  do  not  intend  to  return  to  Ireland  so  soon  as  I  pur- 

r)sed ;  I  would  not  be  there  in  the  very  midst  of  grief, 
desire  you  will  speak  to  Mr.  Worrall  to  get  a  new 
licence  about  the  beginning  of  October,  when  my  old 
one  (as  he  will  see  by  the  date)  shall  expire ;  but  if 
that  fata]  accident  were  not  to  happen,  I  am  not  able  to 
travel  in  my  present  condition.      What  I  intend  is, 

•  See  Mrs.  Howard's  letter,  Au«ut.nS7. 
B  The  ■ccount  of  Stella's  Uit  iUncas. 


immediately  to  leave  this  place  and  go  with  my  cov'i, 
for  a  nurse  about  five  miles  from  LocidoD  on  the  otfan 
side  toward  the  sea ;  and  if  1  recover,  I  will  either  puu 
this  winter  near  Salisbury  Plain,  or  in  Fnmoe ;  u«l 
therefore  I  desire  Mr.  Worrall  may  make  t&is  licencf 
run  like  the  formei^-(<*  To  Great  Britain  or  elwviwif, 
for  the  recovery  of  his  health)." 

Neither  my  health  nor  grief  will  permit  me  to  cr 
more ;  your  directions  to  Mr.  Lancelot  at  his  bouw  n 
New  Bond-street,  over  against  the  Crown  and  Cusfai's, 
will  reach  me.     Farewell. 

This  stroke  was  unexpected,  and  my  fears  last  jm 
were  ten  times  greater. 


TO  DR.  SHERIDAN. 

London.  Seplembn  2, 1 V. 
I  HAD  yours  of  the  19th  of  August,  which  I  simcrrl 
the  29th  from  Twickenham.  I  came  to  town  oq  tit 
last  day  of  August,  being  impatieut  of  staying  tLtf* 
longer,  where  so  much  company  came  to  ui  whu  I 
was  so  giddy  and  deaf.  I  am  now  got  to  my  cmss.. 
Lancelot's  house,  where  I  desire  all  letters  suy  \t 
directed  to  me ;  I  am  still  in  the  aome  cunditiuD,  i^* 
rather  worse,  for  I  walk  like  a  drunken  man,  auvi  la 
deafer  than  ever  you  knew  me.  If  I  had  any  toUrJ  h 
health,  I  would  go  this  moment  to  Ireland ;  j-^  I 
think  I  would  not,  considering  the  news  I  dailj  fX[(^' 
to  hear  from  you.  I  have  just  received  yoiin  of  \i- 
gust  24 ;  I  kept  it  an  hour  in  my  pocket  with  all  i  • 
suspense  of  a  man  who  expected  to  near  the  worst  d^i 
that  fortune  could  give  him ;  and  at  the  same  tuor 
was  not  able  to  hold  up  my  head.  These  are  it.-f  pr- 
quisifces  of  living  long ;  the  last  act  of  life  is  alviy^i 
tragedy  at  best;  but  it  is  a  bitter  aggravation  to  L^* 
one's  best  friend  go  before  one.  I  desired  in  my  bi^ 
that  you  would  not  enlarge  upon  that  event,  but  tr ' 
me  the  bare  fact  I  long  knew  that  our  dear  (tv^  i 
had  not  the  ataniina  vita ;  but  my  friendship  a'ull 
not  arm  me  against  this  accident,  although  I  fitm.* 
it.  I  have  said  enough  in  my  last  letter,  which  ov«  I 
suppose  is  with  you.  I  know  not  whether  it  be  tii  aJ 
dition  to  my  grief  or  not  that  I  am  now  extremelj  :>! 
for  it  would  have  been  a  reproach  to  me  to  b^  •: 
perfect  health  when  such  a  friend  is  desperate.  1  ^ 
profess,  upon  my  solvation,  that  the  distressed  aoduii 
perate  condition  of  our  friend  makes  life  so  iQ(ilff(^<•' 
to  me,  who  by  course  of  nature  have  so  little  left,  a^: 
I  do  not  think  it  worth  the  time  to  struggle;  }«  1 
should  think,  according  to  what  hath  been  tUiufrii. 
that  I  may  happen  to  overcome  this  preunt  diiooltT: 
and  to  what  advantage  f  Why,  to  see  the  Ion  of  1*0^ 
person  for  whose  s^e  only  life  was  worth  pmnnbc 
I  brought  both  those  friends  over,'  that  we  migbr  ^ 
happy  together  as  long  as  God  should  please ;  tbe 
knot  is  broken,  and  the  remaining  penou  you  iL>* 
has  ill  answered  the  end ;  and  the  other,  who  if  o* ' 
to  be  lost,  is  all  that  was  valuable.  Vou  agivvd  *  • 
me,  or  you  are  a  great  hypocrite.  What  hare  I  ^^  ^ 
in  the  world?  I  never  was  in  such  agonies  as  nbai  I 
received  your  letter,  and  had  it  in  my  pocket  I  «>" 
able  to  hold  up  my  sorry  head  no  longer. 


MR.  POPE  TO  DR.  SHERIDAN. 

Twteki»duni.  S^plambn-  (,  1  ^ 
SiR| — I  am  both  obliged  and  alarmed  by  your  k<iv 
What  you  mention  of  a  particular  friend  of  the  deir  i 
being  upon  the  brink  of  another  world  gives  me  irf^J^ 
pain ;  for  it  makes  me,  in  tenderness  to  him,  visb  U 
with  you,  and  at  the  same  time  I  fear  be  is  not  it  4 
condition  to  make  the  journey.  Though  (to  e«.»  )'^ 
as  far  as  I  can)  his  physician  and  friend  Dr.  Arbu'i- 
not  assures  me  he  will  soon  be  welL    At  pRseut  bf  a 

a  BIra.  Johmoa  snd  Vra  Dliif  ley* 
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try  deaf,  and  moreuneaty  than  I  hoped  tliatcompUiDt 
lour  wuuld  have  made  him.  I  apprehend  he  hat 
hitfti  to  you  ill  a  roelaucholy  way,  which  hiu  put 
tiu  iiitu  a  greater  fright,  than  (with  God's  will)  we 
\Aj  tiave  auy  reason  for.  He  talks  of  returning  to 
rtioiid  in  three  weeks  if  he  recovers  sufficiently ;  if 
o\  he  will  stay  here  this  winter.  Upon  pretence  of 
ime  very  unavoidable  occasions,  he  went  to  London 
.11  r  ibys  since,  where  I  see  him  as  oAen  as  he  will 
t  me.  I  was  extremely  concerned  at  his  opinidirete 
I  Icavingf  me ;  but  he  shall  not  get  rid  of  the  friend 
ii'ugh  be  may  of  his  house.  I  have  suggested  to  him 
jr  h'medy  you  mention ;  and  I  will  not  leave  him  a 
ay  till  I  see  him  better.  I  wish  you  could  see  us  in 
!(t;1and  without  manifest  inconvenience  to  yourself; 
i)U{^h  I  heartily  hope  and  believe  that  our  friend  will 
a  well.  I  sincerely  honour  you  for  your  warmth  of 
iffctinn,  where  it  is  so  justly  merited  :  and  am,  both 
uT  \m  sake  and  your  own,  with  great  esteem,  sir,  your 
Tuly  affectionate  and  obedient  servant, 

Alexander  Pope. 

P.8. — I  have  oflen  desired  the  dean  to  make  known 
0  }ou  my  sense  of  the  good  opuiion  you  have  ex- 
■eased  of  me  in  your  letters.  I  am  pleased  to 
are  an  opportunity  of  thank uig  you  under  my  hand, 
ml  I  desire  you  to  continue  it  to  one  who  is  no  way 
logratefal. 


FROM  MRS.  HOWARD. 

September.  1787. 
I  DIP  desire  you  to  write  me  a  love-letter:  but  I  never 
lid  desire  you  to  talk  of  marrying  me.  I  would  rather 
fou  and  I  were  dumb  as  well  as  deaf  for  ever  than 
hst  ihould  happen.  I  would  take  your  giddiness, 
ruor  headache,  or  any  other  complaint  you  have,  to 
resemble  you  in  one  circumstance  of  life.  So 
^  I  insist  upon  your  thinking  yourself  a  very 
loppy  man,  at  least  whenever  you  make  a  compa- 
rison between  yourself  and  me.  I  likewise  insist  upon 
foar  taking  no  resolution  to  leave  England  till  I  see 
fm;  which  must  be  here,  for  the  most  disagree- 
d>le  reason  in  the  world,  and  the  most  shocking; 
I  dare  not  go  to  you.  Believe  nobody  that  talks  to 
fou  of  the  queen,  without  you  are  sure  the  person 
luet  both  tlie  queen  and  you.  I  have  been  a  slave 
'vnity  years  without  ever  receiving  a  reason  for  any 
me  thing  I  ever  was  obliged  to  do;  and  I  have  now 
I  mind  to  take  the  pleasure  once  in  my  life,  of  absolute 
power,  which  I  expect  you  to  give  me,  in  obeying 
dl  my  orders,  without  one  question  why  I  have 
pven  them. 


TO  MR.  WORRALL. 
.  ^  Luodoo.  September,  18,  1787. 

'  »i^VB  not  written  to  you  tliis  long  time,  nor  would  I 
w,  if  it  were  not  necessary.  By  Dr.  Sheridan's  fre- 
l«>ent  letten,  I  am  every  pt)^t  expecting  the  death  of  a 
^«»d,  with  whose  loss  I  shall  liave  very  little  regard 
Jir  tKe  few  years  that  nature  may  leave  me.  I  deiire 
^»  Ijj  )w  where  my  two  friends  lodge.  I  gave  a  caution 
f'>  Mr*.  Brent  that  it  might  not  be  in  dotno  lUcanif  quo- 
•^w  W  mimme  decet^  uti  manife^um  ft ;  habeo  enim 
*m/«/»m,  qui  tiniitre  hoc  iMterpreiabuntur,  $i  eveniet 
'P^mI  l)eu9  avtrtat)  ul  illic  monatur.  I  am  in  such  a 
'''«.l;iioii  of  health,  that  I  caimot  iiossibly  travel. 
w.  Sheridan,  to  whom  I  write  this  post,  will  be  more 
[•irticulor  and  spare  my  weak  disordered  head.  Pray 
ju»»fr  tU  calls  of  money  in  your  power  to  Mrs. 
^'»/l<'y,  and  desire  her  to  ask  it.  I  cannot  come 
'»«*  At  the  time  of  mv  licence,  I  am  afVaid.  Therefore, 
[•*»  »r  three  days  before  it  expires,  which  will  be  the 
^rfiuning  of  October  (you  will  find  by  the  date  of 
«e  last),  take  out  a  new  one  for  another  half-year ; 


and  let  the  same  clause  be  in  (of  leave  to  go  to  Great 
Britain,  or  elsewhere,  for  the  recovery  of  his  health), 
for  very  probably,  if  this  unfortunate  event  should  hap- 
pen of  the  loss  of  our  friend  (and  I  have  no  probability 
or  hopes  to  expect  better),  I  will  go  to  France,  if  my 
health  will  permit  me  to  forget  myself.*  I  leave  my 
whole  little  affairs  with  you :  I  hate  to  tliink  of  tliem. 
If  Mr.  Deacon  or  alderman  Pearson  come  to  pay 
rent,  take  it  on  account,  uidess  they  bring  you  tlieir  last 
acQuittance  to  direct  you.  But  Deacon  owes  me  75/. 
and  interest,  upon  his  bond :  so  that  you  are  to  take 
care  of  giving  him  any  receipt  in  full  of  all  accounts. 
I  hone  you  and  Mrs.  Worrall  have  your  health. '  I 
can  nold  up  my  head  no  longer.  I  am  sincerely 
yours,  &c. 

You  need  not  trouble  yourself  to  write  till  you 
have  business,  for  it  is  uncertain  where  I  shall  be. 


TO  MRS.  HOWARD. 

September,  1787. 
Madam, — T\\\»  cruel  disorder  of  deafness,  attended 
with  giddiness,  still  confines  me.  I  have  been  de- 
bating with  myself,  that  having  a  home  in  Dublin  not 
inconvenient,  it  would  be  prudent  for  me  to  return 
thither,  while  mv  sickness  will  allow  me  to  travel.  I 
am  therefore  setting  out  for  Ireland ;  and  it  is  one  com- 
fort to  me,  that  I  am  ridding  you  of  a  troublesome 
companion.  I  am  infinitely  obliged  to  you  for  all 
your  civilities,  and  shall  retain  the  remembrance  of 
them  during  my  life. 

I  hope  you  will  favour  me  so  far  as  to  present  my 
m(^t  humble  duty  to  the  queen,  and  to  describe  to  her 
majesty  my  sorrow  that  my  disorder  was  of  such  a 
nature  as  to  make  me  incapable  of  attending  her,  as 
she  was  pleased  to  permit  me.  I  shall  pass  the  re- 
mainder of  my  life  with  the  utmost  gratitude  for  her 
majesty's  favours. 

FROM  MR.  POPE. 

October  *,  1787. 

It  is  a  perfect  trouble  to  me  to  write  to  you,  and  your 
kind  letter  lefl  for  me  at  Mr.  Gay*s  affected  me  so 
much  that  it  made  me  like  a  girl.  I  cannot  tell  what 
to  say  to  you ;  I  only  feel  that  I  wish  you  well  in 
every  circumstance  of  life ;  that  it  is  almost  as  good 
to  be  hated  as  to  be  loved,  considering  the  pain  it  is  to 
minds  of  any  tender  turn  to  find  themselves  so  utterly 
impotent  to  do  any  good,  or  give  any  ease  to  those 
who  deserve  most  from  us.  I  would  very  fain  know 
as  soon  as  you  recover  your  complaints,  or  any  part  of 
them.  Would  to  God  I  could  ease  any  of  them,  or 
had  been  able  even  to  have  alleviated  any !  I  found  I 
was  not,  and  truly  it  grieved  me.  I  was  sorry  to  find 
you  could  think  yourself  easier  in  any  house  than  in 
mine,  though  at  the  same  time  I  can  allow  for  a  teii- 
deniess  in  your  way  of  linking,  even  when  it  seemed 
to  want  that  tenderness.  I  cannot  explain  my  mean- 
ing, perhaps  you  know  it :  but  the  best  way  of  con- 
vincing you  of  my  indulgence  will  be,  if  1  live,  to 
visit  you  in  Ireland,  and  act  there  as  much  in  my  own 
way  as  you  did  here  in  yours.  I  will  not  leave  your 
roof,  if  I  am  ill.  To  your  bad  health  I  fear  there  was 
added  some  disagreeable  news  from  Ireland,  which 
might  occasion  your  so  sudden  departure ;  for  the  last 
time  I  saw  you  you  assured  me  you  would  not  leave 
us  the  whole  winter,  unless  your  health  grew  better, 
and  I  do  not  find  it  did  so.  I  never  complied  so  un- 
willingly in  my  life  with  any  friend  as  with  you,  in 
staying  so  entirely  from  you ;  nor  could  1  have  had 
the  constaricy  to  do  it  if  you  had  not  promised  that 
before  you  went  we  sliould  meet,  and  you  would  send 

>  Soon  after  the  date  of  thu  letter  the  dean  went  to  Ireland  i 
and  Mrs.  Johnson,  after  languikhing  al>oui  two  months,  died 
on  the  88th  of  January,  1787-S,  in  th«  44Ui  year  of  her  ago. 
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to  va  all  to  come.  I  haTe  given  your  remembrances 
to  tliose  you  mention  in  yours ;  we  are  quite  soiry  for 
you,  I  mean  for  ourselves.  I  hope,  as  you  do,  that  we 
shall  meet  in  a  more  durable  and  a  more  satisfactory 
state ;  but  the  less  sure  I  am  of  that,  the  more  I  would 
indulge  it  in  this.  We  are  to  b«^lieve  we  shall  have 
something  better  than  even  a  friend  there,  but  certainly 
here  we  have  nothing  so  good. 

Adieu  for  this  time ;  may  you  find  every  friend  you 
go  to  as  pleased  and  happy  as  every  friend  you  went 
from  is  sorry  and  troubled.     Yours,  &c. 


TO  MR.  POPE. 

Dablin»  October  18, 1727. 
I  HAVE  been  long  reasoning  with  myself  upon  the 
condition  I  am  in,  and  in  conclusion  have  thought  it 
best  to  return  to  what  fortune  has  made  my  home ;  I 
have  there  a  large  house,  and  servants  and  conve- 
niencies  about  me.  I  may  be  worse  than  I  am,  and 
have  nowhere  to  retire.  I  therefore  thought  it  best  to 
return  to  Ireland,  rather  than  go  to  any  distant  place 
in  England.  Here  is  my  maintenance,  and  here  my 
convenience.  If  it  pleases  God  to  restore  me  to  my 
health,  I  shall  readily  make  a  third  journey ;  if  not, 
we  mustpavt  as  all  human  creatures  have  parted.  You 
are  the  best  and  kindest  friend  in  the  world,  and  I 
know  nobody  alive  or  dead  to  whom  I  am  so  much 
obliged ;  and  if  ever  you  made  me  angry,  it  was  for 
your  too  much  care  about  me.  I  have  often  wished 
that  God  Almighty  would  be  so  easy  to  the  weakness 
of  mankind  as  to  let  old  friends  be  acquainted  in 
another  state;  and  if  I  were  to  write  a  Utopia  for 
Heaven,  that  would  be  one  of  my  schemes.  This 
wildness  you  must  allow  for,  because  I  am  giddy  and 
deaf. 

I  find  it  more  convenient  to  be  sick  here,  without 
the  vexation  of  making  my  friends  uneasy ;  yet  my 
'  giddiness  alone  would  not  have  done  if  that  un- 
sociable comfortless  deafness  had  not  quite  tired  me  : 
and  I  believe  I  should  have  returned  from  the  inn  if 
I  bad  not  feared  it  was  only  a  short  intermission,  and 
the  year  was  late,  and  my  licence  expiring.  Surely, 
beside  all  other  faults,  I  should  be  a  very  ill  judge  to 
doubt  your  friendship  and  kindness.  But  it  has 
pleased  God  that  you  are  not  in  a  state  of  health  to  be 
mortified  with  the  care  and  sickness  of  a  friend.  Two 
sick  friends  never  did  well  together :  such  an  office  is 
fitter  for  servants  and  humble  companions,  to  whom  it 
is  wholly  indifferent  whether  we  give  them  trouble  or 
not.  The  case  would  be  quite  otherwise  if  you  were 
with  me;  you  could  refuse  to  see' anybody,  and  here 
is  a  large  house  where  we  need  not  hear  each  other 
if  we  were  both  sick.  I  have  a  race  of  orderly  elderly 
people  of  both  sexes  at  command,  who  are  of  no  con- 
sequence, and  have  gifts  proper  for  attending  us ;  who 
can  bawl  when  I  am  deaf,  and  tread  softly  when  I  am 
only  giddy  and  would  sleep. 

I  had  another  reason  for  my  haste  hither,  which 
was  changing  my  agent,  the  old  one  having  terribly 
involved  my  little  afikirs;  to  which,  however,  I  am 
grown  so  indifferent,  that  I  believe  I  shall  lose  200/. 
or  300/.  rather  than  plague  myself  with  accompts  :  so 
that  I  am  very  well  qualified  to  be  a  lord,  and  put 
into  Peter -Walter's  hands. 

Pray  God  continue  and  increase  Mr.  Congreve's 
amendment,  though  be  does  not  deserve  it  like  you, 
having  been  too  lavish  of  that  health  which  nature 
gave  him. 

1  hope  my  \Vhi(ehall  landlord  is  nearer  to  a  place 
than  when  I  left  him ;  as  the  preacher  said,  **■  the  day 
of  judgment  was  nearer  than  ever  it  had  been  before." 
,    Pray  God  send  you  health,  det  tabttem,  det  opes, 


ammam  itquam  ipse  iSn  pofohtM*^  You  see  Horary 
wishes  for  money  as  well  as  health ;  and  I  would  huA 
a  crown  he  kept  a  coach ;  and  I  shall  nerei  bt « 
friend  to  the  court  till  you  do  »o  too.    Yours,  &c 

JoNATRix  Swir.. 


FROM  THE  EARL  OF  OXFORD. 

Dover  Stzvet,  October  12,  \:i:. 
Revebexd  Sir, — I  was  very  much  concerned  to  !>3 
you  were  so  much  out  of  order  when  I  went  to  v 
north ;  and  upon  my  return,  which  was  but  laUjr,  i 
was  in  hopes  to  have  found  you  here,  and  that  i  . 
would  not  have  gone  to  your  deanery  till  the  tpnn. 
I  should  be  glad  to  hear  that  yon  are  well,  and  lute 
got  rid  of  that  troublesome  distemper,  ycmr  desfMi*. 

I  have  seen  Pope  but  once,  and  that  was  but  fcr  t 
few  minutes ;  he  was  very  much  out  of  order,  bm  I 
hope  it  only  proceeded  from  being  two  days  iu  tur. 
and  staying  out  a  whole  opera.  He  would  not  «er  \^ 
coronation,  although  be  might  have  seen  it  witk  Ha.- 
trouble. 

I  came  last  night  well  home,  aflier  attending  aeJ 
])aying  my  duty  in  my  rank  at  the  coranatioo.  I  h)^< 
there  yrill  not  be  another  till  I  can  have  the  huM^ 
excuse  of  old  age  not  to  attend ;  which  is  no  ill  »«k 
to  their  present  majesties,  since  Nottingham  at  Ujt- 
score  could  bear  the  fatigue  very  well.  I  will  i: ' 
trouble  you  with  an  account  of  the  oeremooy;  Ia> 
not  doubt  but  you  will  have  a  full  and  true  scobO? 
from  much  better  hands. 

I  have  been  put  in  hopes  that  we  shall  see  you  u^ 
early  in  the  spring,  which  will  be  a  very  great  plei- 
sure  to  me. 

There  is  a  gentleman  that  is  now  upon  puttiof  ^' 
a  new  edition  of  the  "Oxford  Marmora;*'  1  ftlstt^-i 
take  it  for  a  great  favour  if  you  would  be  so  kmJ ' 
lend  me  your  copy  of  that  book.  I  think  tfaerr  a.-* 
some  corrections:  if  you  think  fit  to  do  Uki«,M- 
Claytou,  who  is  iu  Ireland,  will  take  care  to  brm.'  >' 
safe  to  me,  and  I  will  with  great  caxe  return  it  to  vt 
again. 

1  must  not  conclude  this  without  making  my  v^^  < 
compliments  to  you.  I  am,  with  true  respect,  u, 
your  most  humble  servant,  Oxfobu 

You  forgot  to  send  me  the  ballad. 
Mr.  Clayton  will  call  upon  you  before  he  emrm  t.- 
England ;  I  have  written  to  him  to  that  purpose. 


FROM  MR.  OAY  AND  MR.  POPE. 

October  »,  K?t 

Though  you  went  away  from  us  so  unexpectedly.  *i^ 
in  so  clandestine  a  manner,  yet,  by  several  iaqb'n(<. 
we  have  informed  ourselves  of  everything  tbst  ha^ 
happened  to  you. 

To  our  great  joy,  you  have  told  us  your  draiint 
left  you  at  the  inn  in  Aldersgate  Street :  no  (U  • 
your  ears  knew  there  was  nothing  worth  heariiif  '» 
England. 

Our  advices  from  Chester  tell  us  that  ycru  sK 
captain  Lawson  :  *>  the  captain  was  a  man  of 'Tcrar>)f. 
and  set  sail  at  the  time  he  told  you.  I  really  vi<i«^ 
you  had  laid  hold  of  that  opportunity,  for  you  b^ 
then  been  in  Ireland  the  next  day;  besides«8s  H  ' 
credibly  reported,  the  captain  had  a  bottle  or  tv^^*^ 
excellent  claret  in  his  cabin.  Yon  would  net  ^ 
have  had  the  plague  of  that  little  smoky  roam  ^t 
Holyhead  ;«  but  considering  jt  was  tliere  you  lost  j«»i-' 


(( 


I^  Jove  rive  health,  give  riches,  you  shail  flad 
An  inward  treasure  iu  an  eqaal  raind.** 
b  Cumnuinder  of  the  king's  Dublin  yachu 
*  The  dean's  route  upon  tiiia,  as  uponotlMT  oeaKk«in,atc*t 
l>e  tmoed  by  his  memoranda  upon  the  walla  and  winjb^  t^'*"' 
inn. 


RPISTOLARY  CORRESPONDBNCR. 


609 


giddineis,  we  have  great  reason  to  praise  smoky  rooms 
for  the  future,  and  prescribe  them  ui  like  cases  to  our 
(t'muli.  The  maid  of  the  house  writes  us  word,  that 
while  you  were  there  you  were  busy  fur  ten  duys 
together  writing  continually ;  and  that,  as  Wat  drew 
wAitr  and  nearer  to  Ireland,  he  blundered  more  and 
more.  By  a  scrap  of  paper  left  in  this  smoky  room,  it 
Meined  as  if  the  book  yuu  were  writing  was  a  must 
lamentable  account  of  yomr  travels ;  and  really  had 
there  been  any  wine  in  the  house,  the  place  would  not 
have  been  so  irksome.  We  were  further  told  that  you 
Rt  out,  were  driven  back  again  by  a  storm,  and  lay  in 
the  ifaip  all  night.  Af^er  the  next  setting  sail,  we 
were  iji  great  concern  about  you,  because  tibe  weather 
frrw  very  tempestuous ;  when,  to  my  great  joy  and 
rarprise,  I  received  a  letter  from  Carlingford,  iu  lre> 
Isnd,  which  informed  us  that,  afVer  nnany  perils,  you 
fnt  safely  landed  there.  Had  the  oysten  been  good, 
it  would  have  been  a  comfortable  refreshment  alter 
jrour  fatigue.  We  compassionated  you  in  your  travels 
through  that  country  of  desolation  and  poverty  in  your 
way  to  Dublin;  for  it  is  a  most  dreadful  circura- 
iUnce  to  have  laiy,  dull  horses  on  a  road  where  there 
uf  very  bad  or  no  inns.  When  you  carry  a  sample 
>f  Kiiglisb  apples  next  to  Ireland,  I  b^  you  would 
;et  them  either  from  Goodrich  or  Devonshire.  Pray 
fffao  was  the  clergyman  that  met  you  at  some  distance 
Wm  Dublin?  because  we  could  not  learn  his  name. 
rhete  are  all  the  hints  we  could  get  of  your  long  and 
Uiigeruus  jooniey,  every  step  of  which  we  shared  your 
m&ieties;  and  all  that  we  have  now  left  to  comfort  us 
I  tt>  bear  that  you  are  iu  good  health. 

But  why  should  we  tell  you  what  you  know  already  ? 
The  queen's  *  family  is  at  last  settled,  and  in  tlie  list  I 
rs*  Appointed  gentleman-usher  to  the  princess  Louisa, 
he  youngest  princess ;  which,  upon  account  that  I  am 
D  far  advanciKl  iu  life,  I  have  declined  accepting;  and  I 
iSTf  endeavoured  in  the  best  maimer  I  could  to  make 
By  excuses  by  a  lettif  to  her  majesty.  So  now  all  my 
tpectations  are  vanished ;  and  I  have  no  prospect  but 
B  depending  wholly  upon  myself  and  my  own  con* 
hict.  As  I  am  used  to  disappointmenta,  I  can  bear 
bem ;  but  as  I  can  have  no  more  hopes,  I  can  no  more 
»  dtApjlointed,  so  that  I  am  in  a  blessed  condition. 
k  ou  remember  you  were  advising  me  to  go  into  New* 
;*te  to  finish  my  scenes  the  more  correctly.  I  now 
^iiik  I  shall,  for  I  have  no  attendance  to  hinder  me ; 
nt  my  opera  ^  is  already  finished.  I  leave  the  rest  of 
hit  paper  to  Mr.  Pope. 

^'sy  is  a  free  man,  and  I  wrote  him  a  Umg  congra- 
alst<]ry  letter  upon  it.  Do  you  the  same:  it  will 
Mnd  him  and  make  him  a  better  man  than  a  court 
"old  do.  Horace  might  keep  his  coach  in  Augustus's 
in>e  if  he  pleased ;  but  I  will  not  in  the  time  of  our 
lugustus.  My  poem  [••  The  Dunciad "],  (which  it 
netcs  me  that  I  dare  not  send  you  a  copy  of,  for  fear 
f  the  Curlls  and  Dennises  of  Ireland,  and  still  more 
n  fMT  of  the  wont  of  traitors,  our  friends  and  ad- 
>inrf,>  my  poem,  I  say,  will  show  you  what  a  distin- 
uiilied  age  we  live  in.  Your  name  is  in  it,  with  some 
^n«  under  a  mark  of  such  ignominy  as  you  will 
1^  much  grieve  to  wear  in  that  company.  Adieu,  and 
^  bless  yon,  ami  give  you  health  and  spirits. 

Wtiether  thou  ehooM  Gervantes*  terlotu  air. 
Or  lauwti  anil  shake  in  Rab'lais*  easy-chair. 
Or  in  the  graver  gown  instnict  mankind. 
Or,  silent,  let  thy  morals  tell  thy  mind. 

Thete  two  verses  are  over  and  above  what  I  have  said 
^you  in  the  poem.c     Adieu. 

'  Qtteen  CaroUae,  oODtort  of  king  George  11. 

k  Tii«  •♦  BcKvan'  Opera." 

*  We  »p  by  tbia  with  whKt  j  adgment  Pope  cor reete<t  and  erased. 
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TO  MR.  POPE. 

Octolier  ao.  17S7. 
The  first  letter  I  wrote  aOer  my  landing  was  to  Mr. 
Gay,  but  it  would  have  b(«n  wiser  to  dir(H:t  it  to  Ton- 
sou  or  Liiilut.  tu  whom  I  kielieve  his  lodgings  are  better 
known  than  to  the  nnmers  of  the  post-office.  In  that 
letter  you  will  find  what  a  quick  change  I  made  iu 
seven  days  from  Loudon  to  the  deanery,  through  many 
nations  and  languages  unknown  to  the  civilised  world. 

And  I  have  often  reflected  in  how  few  hours,  with  a 
swifY  horse  or  a  strong  gale,  a  man  may  come  among  a 
people  as  unknown  to  him  as  the  antipodes.  If  I  did 
not  know  you  more  by  your  conversation  and  kindness 
than  by  your  letter,  I  might  be  base  enough  to  suspect 
that,  in  point  of  friefidship,  you  acted  like  some  philo- 
sophers, who  wrote  mucli  belter  upon  virtue  than  they 
practised  it.  In  answer,  I  can  only  swear  that  you  have 
taught  me  to  dream,  which  I  had  not  done  in  twelve 
years  further  than  by  inezpreasible  nonsense ;  bat  now 
I  can  every  night  distinctly  see  Twickenham,  and  the 
Grotto,  and  Dawley,  and  many  oUier  et  oeteras,  and 
it  is  but  three  nigfata  since  1  bciat  Mrs.  Pope.  I  must 
needs  confess  that  the  pleasure  I  take  in  thinking  on 
you  is  very  much  lessened  l»y  the  pain  I  am  iu  about 
your  health ;  you  pay  dearly  for  tlie  great  talents  God 
has  given  you,  and  for  the  coneequenoes  of  them  iu 
the  esteem  and  distinction  you  receive  from  mankind, 
uide«  you  can  provide  a  tolerable  stock  of  health  ;  in 
which  pursuit  I  cannot  much  commend  your  conduct, 
but  rattier  entreat  tou  would  mend  it  by  following  the 
advice  of  my  lord  Bolingbroke  and  your  other  phy- 
sicians. When  you  talked  of  cupe  and  impressions  it 
came  into  my  head  to  imitate  you  in  quoting  scripture, 
not  to  your  advantage ;  f  mean  what  was  said  to  David 
by  one  of  his  brothers ;  **  1  knew  tliy  wide  and  the 
naughtiness  of  thy  heart;'*  I  remember  when  it  grieved 
your  soul  to  see  me  pay  a  penny  more  than  my  club  at  an 
inn,  when  you  had  maintained  me  three  months  at  bed 
and  board ;  for  which,  if  I  had  dealt  with  you  in  the 
Smithfleld  way,  it  would  have  cost  me  If )0/.,  for  I  live 
worse  here  upon  more.  Did  you  ever  consider  that  I  am 
for  life  almost  twice  as  rich  as  you,  and  pay  no  rent,  and 
drink  French  wine  twice  as  cheap  as  you  do  port,  and 
have  neither  coach,  chair,  nor  motherf  As  to  the  world,  I 
think  you  ought  to  say  to  k  with  St.  Paul,  **  If  we  have 
sown  unto  you  spiritual  things,  is  it  a  great  thing  if 
we  shall  reap  your  carnal  diings  t "  Tliis  is  more  proper 
still  if  you  consider  the  French  word  tpirihul,  in  which 
sense  the  world  ought  to  pay  you  better  than  they  do. 
If  you  made  me  a  |)resent  of  lOiH)/.  I  would  not 
allow  myself  to  be  in  your  debt ;  and  if  I  made  you 
a  present  of  3000/1 1  would  not  allow  myself  to  be  out  of 
it.  But  I  have  not  half  your  pride :  witness  what  Mr 
Gay  says  in  his  letter,  that  I  was  censured  for  begging 
presents,  though  I  limited  them  to  IQf.  I  see  no  rea- 
son (at  least  my  friendship  and  vanity  see  none)  why 
ytw  should  not  give  me  a  visit  when  you  shall  happen 
to  be  disengaged :  I  will  send  a  person  to  Chester  to 
take  care  of  you,  and  you  shall  be  used  by  the  best 
folks  we  have  here  as  well  as  civility  and  good -nature 
can  contrive;  I  believe  local  motion  will  be  no  ill 
physic,  and  I  will  have  your  coming  inscribed  on  my 
tomb,  and  recorded  in  never-dying  verse. 

I  thank  Mrs.  Pope  for  her  prayers,  but  I  know  die 
mystery.  A  person  of  my  acquaintance  who  used  to 
correspond  with  the  last  great  duke  of  Tuscany,  show- 
ing one  of  the  duke's  letters  to  a  fk-iend,  and  ]nofemwg 
great  sense  of  his  highness's  friendship,  read  this  pas- 
sage out  of  the  letter :  **  I  would  give  one  of  my 
fingers  to  procure  your  real  good."  The  person  to 
whom  this  was  read,  and  who  knew  the  duke  well, 
said,  the  meaning  of  real  good  was  only  tluit  the  other 
might  turn  a  good  Catliolic.    Pray   ask  Mrs.  Pope 

2    M 
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whether  this  story  »  applicable  to  her  and  me  ?  I  pray 
God  ble»  her,  for  I  am  sure  ^e  is  a  good  Christian 
and  (which  is  almost  as  rare)  a  good  woman.    Adieu. 


TO  MR.  GAY. 

Dublin.  November  27,  1727. 
I  ENTIRELY  approve  your  refusal  of  that  employment 
and  your  writing  to  the  queen.  I  am  perfectly  confi- 
dent you  have  a  keen  enemy  in  the  minis^y  [sir  Robert 
Walpole] .  God  forgive  him,  but  not  till  he  puts  himself 
in  a  state  to  be  forgiven.  Upon  reasoning  with  myself,  I 
should  hope  they  are  gone  too  far  to  discard  you  quite, 
and  that  they  will  give  you  something ;  which,  although 
much  less  then  ^ey  ought,  will  be  (as  far  as  it  is 
worth)  better  circmnstanfiated :  and  since  you  already 
just  live,  a  middling  help  will  make  you  just  tolerable. 
Your  lateness  in  life  (as  you  so  soon  call  it)  might  be 
improper  to  begin  the  world  with,  but  almost  the  eldest 
men  may  hope  to  see  changes  in  a  court.  A  minister 
is  always  seventy :  you  are  thirty  years  yomiger ;  and 
consider  Cromwell  himself  did  not  begin  to  appear  till 
he  was  older  than  you.  I  beg  you  will  be  thrifty,  and 
learn  to  value  a  shilling,  which  Dr.  Birch  said  was  a 
serious  tiling.  Get  a  stronger  fence  about  your  1000/. 
and  throw  the  inner  fence  into  the  heap,  and  be  advised 
by  your  Twickenham  landlord  ana  me  about  an 
annuity.  You  are  the  most  refractory,  honest,  good* 
natured  man  I  ever  have  known ;  I  could  argue  out 
this  paper. — I  am  very  glad  your  opera  is  finished,  and 
hope  your  friends  will  join  the  readier  to  make  it  suc- 
ceed, because  you  are  ill  used  by  others. 

I  have  known  courts  these  thirty>six  years,  and  know 
they  differ;  but  in  some  things  they  are  extremely 
constant :  first,  in  the  trite  old  maxim  of  a  minister*s 
never  forgiving  those  he  hath  injured :  secondly,  in 
the  insincerity  of  those  who  would  be  thought  the  best 
friends :  thirdly,  in  the  love  of  fawning,  cringing,  and 
tale-bearing:  fourthly,  in  sacrificing  diose  whom  we 
really  wish  well  to  a  point  of  interest  or  intrigue: 
fifthly,  in  keeping  everything  worth  taking  for  those 
who  can  do  service  or  disservice.* 

Now  why  does  not  Pope  publish  his  <*  Dulness "'  t 
the  rogues  he  marks  will  die  of  themselves  in  peace,  and 
■0  will  his  friends,  and  so  there  will  be  neither  punish- 
ment nor  reward.  Pray  inq\iire  how  my  lord  St  John 
does ;  there  is  no  man  s  health  in  England  I  am  more 
concerned  about  than  his.  I  wonder  whether  you  be- 
gin to  taste  the  pleasure  of  independency  ?  or  whether 
you  do  not  sometimes  leer  upon  the  court,  octdo  retorto  f 
Will  you  not  think  of  an  annuity  when  you  are  two 

Sears  older,  and  have  doubled  your  purchase-money  ? 
[ave  you  dedicated  your  opera  and  got  the  usual  de- 
dication fee  of  twenty  guineas?  How  is  the  doctor  t 
does  he  not  chide  that  you  never  called  upon  him  for 
hints  f  Is  my  lord  Bolingbroke,  at  the  moment  I  am 
writing,  a  planter,  a  philosopher,  or  a  writer  f  Is  Mr. 
Pulteney  in  expectation  of  a  son,  or  my  lord  Oxford 
of  a  new  old  manuscript? 

I  bought  your  opera  to-day  for  sixpence,  a  cursed 
print  I  find  there  is  neither  dedication  nor  preface 
both  which  wants  I  approve ;  it  is  in  theyram^^oii/. 

We  are  as  full  of  it,  pro  modulo  nottro^  as  London 
can  be ;  continually  acting,  and  houses  crammed,  and 
the  lord  -lieutenant  several  times  there  laughing  his  heart 
out  I  did  not  understand  that  the  scene  of  Locket 
and  Peachum*s  quarrel  was  an  imitation  of  one  be- 
tween Brutus  and  Cassius  till  I  was  told  it.  I  wish 
Macheath,  when  he  was  going  to  be  hanged,  had  imi- 
tated Alexander  the  Great  when  he  was  dying  :>>    I 

■  Let  every  expectant  of  preferment  in  church  and  stale  care- 
fully attend  to  and  remember  Ubiafne  reflections  of  a  man  well 
▼ereed  in  courts. 

b  Ain  ht  that  micbt  have  been  worked  up  with  much  humour ; 
as  was  the  quarrel  of  Locket  and  Fearhnm. 


would  have  had  his  fellow-rogaeB  desire  his  oommsodi 
about  a  successor,  and  he  to  answer,  Let  it  be  themcst 
worthy,  &c.  We  hear  a  million  of  stories  aboot  tk 
opera,  of  the  anplause  at  the  song  **That  vti  ]^ 
veiled  at  me,'*  when  two  great  ministen  were  m  a  faoi 
together,  and  all  the  world  staring  at  them. »  I  m 
heartily  glad  your  opera  hadi  mended  your  pais, 
though  perhap  it  may  spoil  your  court 

Will  you  aesire  my  lord  Bolingfaroke,  Mr.  Pdteo?T. 
and  Mr.  Pope,  to  command  you  to  buy  an  aonuitT 
with  2000/.  t  that  you  may  laugh  at  coutti,  and  bi^ 
ministers . 

Ever  preserve  some  snice  of  the  aldennan,  and  pr^ 
pare  against  a^  and  diunesi,  aiid  sieknesS)  and  coldm 
or  death  of  friends.  A  whore  has  a  resource  IcA.  ^ 
the  can  turn  bawd ;  but  an  old  decayed  poet  is  scm- 
ture  abandoned,  and  at  mercy  when  he  can  find  tirar. 
Get  me  likewise  Polly's  meizotinfto.^  Lord,  kov  tir 
schoolboys  at  Westminster  and  univernty  lads  aiieR 
you  at  this  juncture !  Have  you  made  as  man;  oe 
laugh  as  ministers  can  make  weep  f 

I  will  excuse  sir  — —  the  trouble  of  a  letter.  Wbn 
ambassadors  came  from  Troy  to  condole  with  Tibcrim 
upon  the  death  of  his  nephew^  after  two  yean,  tiieeB- 
peror  answered,  that  he  likewise  condoled  with  tbea 
ibr  the  untimely  death  of  Hector.  I  always  lortdai^ 
respected  him  very  much,  and  do  still  as  much  ai  rrs ; 
and  it  is  a  return  stifficient  if  he  pleases  to  accept  tbr 
offers  of  my  most  humble  service. 

The<«Begg8rs*  Omra"  hath  knocked  down  "GhHh 
ver ;"  I  hope  to  see  Pope's  **  Dulness**  knock  down  h 
<<  Beggars'Opera,*'  but  not  till  it  hath  fully  done  ita  j^<i^ 

To  expose  vice,  and  make  people  laugh  with  m- 
cence,  does  more  public  service  than  all  the  miiustti' 
of  state  from  Adam  to  Walpole,  and  so  adieu. 


FROM  DR.  ARBUTHNOT. 

London,  November  SO,  1^- 
I  UAVB  heard,  dear  sir,  with  great  pleasure,  of  >^ 
safe  arrival ;  and,  which  is  more,  of  the  reoam7  ^ 
your  health.  I  think  it  will  be  the  best  expedient^ 
me  to  take  a  journey.  You  will  know  who  tb«  o- 
closed  comes  from ;  and  I  hope  will  value  miw  ^ 
what  it  contains.  I  think  every  one  of  your  (tmA 
have  heard  from  you  except  myself.  Either  yon  ^ 
not  done  me  justice,  or  your  friends  have  notdpvj^< 
for  I  have  not  heard  from  them  of  my  name  being  oiB* 
tioned  in  any  of  your  letters.  If  my  curiosity  ms^'^ 
only  to  be  gratified,  I  do  not  stand  in  need  d  &  ^ 
from  yourself  to  in&rm  me  what  you  are  doing;  ^ 
there  are  people  about  court  who  can  tell  ne  everr- 
thmg  that  you  do  or  say,  so  that  you  had  bert  bb 
care  of  your  conduct.  You  see  of  what  importvM' 
^ou  are.  However,  all  quarrels  aside,  1  mwt  ask  v^ 
if  you  have  any  interest  (or  do  you  think  thai  I  ccw^ 
have  or  procure  any)  with  my  lord-Ueuteoant  t»i^ 
vauce  a  relation  of  mine,  one  captain  Innes,  I  thi^^ 
colonel  Wilson's  regiment,  and  now  in  Ltmenekf  H^ 
is  an  exceeding  worthy  man,  but  has  stuck  loogi** 
low  post  for  want  of  friends.  Pray  tell  me  vhicli  n? 
I  shall  proceed  in  this  matter. 

I  was  yesterday  with  all  your  friends  at  St  J*'^^ 
There  is  certainly  a  fatality  upon  poor  Gay.  A«  ^ 
hopes  of  preferment  there  by  &vour,  he  has  1*^  '' 
aside.  He  had  made  a  pretty  good  bargain  (that  ^  *■ 
Smithfield  one)  for  a  little  place  in  the  Cuftom-lN^ 
which  was  to  bring  him  in  about  lOlM.  a-yssr.    1<  *^ 

•  Some  of  these  soagfl  that  contained  the  •evereitnti"'!''^* 
the  coiut  Mrcre  writteu  by  Pope ;  particalarlj'— 

" Through  wU  the  employmeaU 9tViit\'* 
and  also — 

"  Slnca  laws  were  made."  kc  . 

t»  Miss  Lavinia  Fenton.  afterwaid  daehoi  of  Botoa  »e 
was  very  aooompliahed,  and  a  most  agreeable  esuifanwft- 
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done  a«  n  (kvour  to  ao  old  man,  and  not  at  all  to  Gay. 
Wbra  tf«rything  was  concluded,  the  man  repented, 
•iwi  Mid  faie  would  not  part  with  his  place.  I  have 
begged  Gaj  not  to  buy  an  anuuity  upon  my  life ;  I 
am  mm  I  should  not  live  a  week.  I  lung  to  hear  of 
the  afe  arrival  of  Dr.  Delany.  Pray  give  my  humble 
ferrice  to  him. 

As  for  news,  it  was  writtoi  from  Spain  to  me,  from 
Dj  brother  in  FVance,  that  the  preliminaries  were  ra* 
tiied,  and  yet  the  ministry  know  nothing  of  it.  Nay, 
Din«  of  them  told  me  that  the  answer  was  rather  surly. 
Loni  Townshend  is  very  ill ;  but  I  think,  by  the  de> 
leriptioa  of  his  case,  it  is  not  mortal.  I  was  with  our 
frtrnd  at  the  back- stairs  yesterday,  and  had  the  honour 
to  be  called  in,  and  prettily  chid  for  leaving  off,  &c. 
Tbe  first  part  of  the  discourse  was  about  you,  Mr.  Pope, 
Curll,  sod  myself.  My  family  are  well :  they,  and 
my  brother  in  France,  and  one  that  is  here,  all  give 
their  service  to  you.  If  you  had  been  so  lucky  as  to 
hare  goue  to  Paris  last  summer,  you  would  have  had 
health,  honour,  and  diversion,  in  abundance:  for  I 
ri]]  promise  you  would  have  recovered  of  the  spleen. 
I  Ami  add  no  more,  but  my  kindest  wishes,  and 
that  1  am,  with  the  greatest  affection  and  respect, 
youn,&c. 


FROM  MONSIEUR  VOLTAIRE. 

In  London.  Maidma-lane,  at  the  White  Peruke, 
Covent-gardcn,  December  14,  1727. 

Sik,— You  will  be  surprised  in  receiving  an  English 
«suy"  from  a  French  traveller.  Pray  forgive  an  ad- 
mirer of  you,  who  owes  to  vour  writings  the  love  he 
tiean  to  your  language,  which  has  betrayed  him  into 
the  nub  attempt  of  writing  in  English. 

Yuu  will  see  by  the  advertisement  that  I  have  some 
designs  upon  you,  and  that  I  must  mention  you  for 
the  booour  of  your  country,  and  for  tha  improvement 
of  mine.  Do  not  forbid  me  to  grace  my  relation  with 
your  Dame.  Let  me  indulge  the  satisfaction  of  talking 
idyoQ  as  posterity  will  do. 

In  the  mean  time  can  I  make  bold  to  oitreat  you 
to  make  some  use  of  your  interest  in  Ireland,  about 
lomesubscrintions  for  the  '^Henriade,"  which  is  almost 
rvadj,  and  does  not  come  out  yet  for  want  of  a  little 
Mp  t  The  subscriptions  will  be  but  one  guinea  in 
iiatNl.  I  am,  with  tne  higliest  esteem  and  the  utmost 
iratitude,  sir,  your  most  humble  ^and  most  obedient 
•errant,  *  VoLTAIBE. 


FROM  MONSIEUR  VOLTAIRE.; 

Sta, — 1  sent  the  other  day  a  cargo  of  French  dulness 
to  my  lord-lieutenant.  My  lady  Bolingbroke  has 
ai^ea  upon  hetielf  to  send  you  one  copy  of  the  "  Hen* 
riade.*'  She  is  desirous  to  do  that  honour  to  my  book  ; 
uid  I  hope  the  merit  of  being  presented  to  you  by  her 
uods  will  be  a  commendation  to  it.  However,  if  she 
>ai  nU  done  it  already,  I  desire  you  to  take  one  of  the 
argo  which  is  now  at  my  lord -lieutenant's.  I  wish 
rw  a  good  hearing ;  if  you  have  got  it,  you  want  no> 
biug.  I  have  not  seen  Mr.  Pope  this  winter ;  but  I 
tave  seen  die  third  volume  of  the  "  Miscellanea;'  and 
he  more  I  read  your  works,  the  more  I  am  ashamed  of 
nine.  1  am,  with  respect,  esteem,  and  gratitude,  sir, 
^our  most  humble  and  most  obedient  servant, 

VOLTAIBI. 


*  "  Ab  Easy  on  the  CiTil  War*  of  Fiuioe.*'  which  lie  made  the 
f^BilNtioo  of  hi*  "  Henriade/*  an  heroic  poem,  sinoe  well  known. 
^  had  beien  nnpriioned  in  the  BealUe  in  Paris :  but  bebof  re- 
•'^wtl  aliotit  the  vear  t7Sa,  he  came  to  England,  and  aoUcited 
'itMcri^Uon*  for  fib  poem.  In  nbout  a  year  and  a  half  he  had 
tta4«  himaetf  mater  of  our  languatte;  and  In  1787,  whan  thia 
^imt  WB«  writlau,  he  pnlitiahad  (he  «aaay  here  mentioned,  with 
'  An  Eaav  on  tha  Bpie  Poetry  of  tha  Kompaan  Natiom^  £rom 
l^mer  to  Millou.*' 


TO  MRS.  MOORB. 

Deanery-hooae,  December  87.  1787. 
Dear  Madam, — ^Though  I  see  you  seldomer  tlian  ia 
agreeable  to  my  inclinations,  yet  you  have  no  friend  in 
the  world  that  is  more  concerned  for  anything  that  can 
affect  your  mind,  your  health,  or  your  fortune ;  I  have 
always  had  the  highest  esteem  for  your  virtue,  the 
greatest  value  for  your  conversation,  and  the  truest 
affection  for  your  person;  and  therefore  cannot  but 
heartily  condole  wito  you  for  the  loss  of  so  amiable, 
and  (what  is  more)  so  favourite  a  child.  These  are 
the  necessary  consequences  of  too  strong  attachments, 
by  which  we  are  grieving  ourselves  with  the  death  of 
those  we  love,  as  we  must  one  day  grieve  those  who 
love  us  with  the  death  of  ourselves.  For  life  is  a  tra- 
gedy,  wherein  we  sit  as  spectators  awhile,  and  then  act 
our  own  part  in  it  Self-love,  as  it  is  the  motive  to  all 
our  actions,  so  it  is  the  sole  cause  of  our  grief,  t^e 
dear  person  you  lament  is  by  no  means  an  object  of 
pity,  either  m  a  moral  or  religious  sense.  Philosophy 
always  taught  men  to  despise  life,  as  a  most  contempti- 
ble thing  in  itself;  and  religion  regards  it  only  as  a 
preparation  for  a  better,  which  you  are  taught  to  he 
certain  that  so  innocent  a  person  is  now  in  possession  of; 
so  that  she  is  an  immense  gainer,  and  you  and  her 
friends  the  only  losers.  Now,  under  misfortunes  of 
this  kind,  I  know  no  consolation  more  effectual  to  a 
reasonable  person  than  to  reflect  rather  upon  what  is 
ltd  than  what  is  lost.  She  was  neither  an  only  child 
nor  an  only  daughter.  You  have  three  children  left, 
one  (Charles  Devenish,  esq.)  of  them  of  an  age  to  be 
osefVil  to  his  family,  and  the  two  others  as  promising  as 
can  be  expected  iVom  their  age ;  so  that,  according 
to  the  general  dispensations  of  God  Almighty,  you 
have  small  reason  to  repine  upon  that  article  of  life. 
And  religion  will  tell  you  that  the  true  way  to  pre- 
serve them  is,  not  to  fix  any  of  them  too  deep  in  vour 
heart,  which  is  a  weakness  diat  God  seldotn  leaves  long 
unpunished :  common  observation  showing  us^  that 
such  favourite  children  are  either  spoiled  bv  their  pi- 
rents'  indulgence,  or  soon  taken  out  of  the  world ; 
which  hist  is,  generally  speaking,  the  lighter  punish- 
ment of  the  two. 

God,  in  his  wisdom,  hath  been  pleased  to  load  our 
declining  years  with  many  sufferings,  with  diseases  and 
decays  of  nature ;  with  the  death  of  manv  friends,  and 
the  ingratitude  of  more;  sometimes  wim  the  loss  or 
diminution  of  our  fortunes,  when  our  infirmities  most 
need  them ;  often  with  contempt  from  the  world,  and 
always  with  neglect  from  it;  with  the  death  of  our 
most  hopeful  or  useful  childroi ;  with  a  want  of  relish 
for  all  worldly  enjoyments ;  with  a  general  dislike  of 
persons  and  things ;  and  though  all  these  are  very  na- 
tural effects  of  increasing  years,  yet  they  were  intended 
by  the  author  of  our  being  to  wean  us  gradually  from 
our  fondness  of  life,  the  nearer  we  approach  toward  the 
end  of  it  And  this  is  the  use  you  are  to  make  in  pru- 
dence, as  well  as  in  conscience,  of  all  the  afllictions  you 
have  hitherto  undergone,  as  well  as  of  those  which  in 
the  course  of  nature  and  providence  you  have  reason  to 
expect.  May  God,  who  hath  endowed  you  with  so 
many  virtues,  add  strength  of  mind  and  reliance  upon 
his  mercy,  in  proportion  to  your  present  sufferings,  aa 
well  as  those  he  may  think  fit  to  try  you  with  through 
the  remainder  of  your  life. 

1  fear  my  present  ill  disposition,  both  of  health  and 
mind,  has  made  me  but  a  sorry  comforter  :*  however, 
it  will  show  tliat  no  circumstance  of  life  can  put  you 
out  of  my  mintl,  and  that  I  am,  with  the  truest  respect, 
esteem,  and  friendship,  dear  madam,  your  most  obe- 
dient and  humble  servant,  Jonathan  Swift. 

•  It  waa  written  Utile  noce  than  a  month  before  Mm  Joha- 
■on'a  <Uath,  an  eveut  which  waa  then  almoifc  daily  expected. 
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TO  LORD  CABTERET. 


January  18, 1788. 
My   Lord, — I    was  informed   that   your    excellency 
having  referred  to  the  university  here  for  some  regula- 
tious  of  his  majesty's   benefaction  for  professon,  they 
have  in  their  answer  insinuated  as  if  they  thought  it 
best  that  the  several  professorships  should  be  limited 
tu  their  fellows,  and  tu  be  held  only  as  they  continue  to 
be  so.     I  need. not  inform  your  excellency  how  con- 
trary such  a  practice  is  to  that  of  all  the  universities  in 
Europe.      Your  excellency  well    knows   how   many 
learned  men,  of  the  two  last  ages,  have  been  invited  by 
princes  to  be  professors  in  some  art  or  science  for  which 
they  were  renowned ;  and  that  the  like  rule  has  been 
followed   in  Oxford  and  Cambridge.     I  hope   your 
excellency  will  show  no  regard  to  so  narrow  and  par- 
tial  au  opinion,  which  can  only  tend  to  mend  fellow- 
ships and  spoil  professorships;  although  I  should  be 
sorry  that  any  fellow  should  be  thought  incapable  on 
that  account,  when  otherwise  qualified ;  and  I  should 
be  glad  that  any  person  whose  education  has  been  in 
tljis  university  should  be  preferred  before  another  upou 
equal  deservings.     But  that  must  be  left  to  those  who 
•hall   be   your  excellency's  successors,  who  may  not 
always  be  great  clerks ;  and  I  wish  you  could  in  some 
measure  provide  against  having  this  benefaction  made 
a  perquisite  of  humour  or  favour.     Whoever  is  pre- 
ferred to  a  bishopric,  or  to  such  a  preferment  as  shall 
hinder  him  from  residing  within  a  certain  distance  of 
this  town,  should  be  obliged  to  resign  his  professorship. 
As  long  as  you  are  governor  here  I  shall  always  ex- 
pect the  liberty  of  telling  you  my  thoughts ;  and  I  hope 
you  will  consider  them,  until  you  find  1  grow  imperti- 
nent, or  have  some  bias  of  my  own. 

If  I  had  not  been  confined  to  my  chamber  by  the 
continuance  of  my  unconversable  disorder,  I  would 
have  exchanged  your  trouble  of  reading  for  that  of 
hearing.     I  am,  &c.  Jonathan  Swift. 

I  desire  to  present  my  most  humble  respects  to  my  lady 
Carteret. 

Your  friend  Walpole  has  lately  done  one  of  the  cruelest 
actions  that  ever  I  knew,  even  in  a  minister  of  state, 
these  thirty  years  past ;  which  if  the  queen  hath  not 
intelligence  of,  may  my  right  hand  forget  its  cunning. 


FROM  LORD  BOLINGBROKE  AND 
MR.  POPE. 

.  .  .  1798. 
Pope  charges  himself  with  thu  letter:  he  has  been 
here  two  days,  he  is  now  hurrying  to  London,  he  will 
hurry  back  to  Twickenham  in  two  da3rs  more,  and  be- 
fore the  end  of  the  week  he  will  be,  for  aught  I  know,  at 
Dublin.  In  the  mean  time  his  "DubuMt'  [the  **  Dun- 
ciad"]  grows  and  flourishes  as  if  he  was  there  already.  It 
will  indeed  be  a  noble  work  :  the  many  will  stare  at 
it,  the  few  will  smile,  and  all  his  patrons,  from  Bicker- 
staff  to  Gulliver,  will  rejoice  to  see  themselves  adorned 
in  that  immortal  piece. 

I  hear  that  you  have  had  some  return  of  your  illness, 
which  carried  you  so  suddenly  from  us,  if  indeed  it 
was  your  own  illness  which  made  you  in  such  haste  to 
be  at  Dublin.  Dear  Swift,  take  care  of  your  health  ; 
I  will  give  you  a  receipt  for  it,  i  la  Montaigne,  or, 
which  is  better,  i  la  Bruydre.  "  Nour^sser  bien  votre 
corps ;  ne  le  fatiguer  jamais  :a  laisser  rouiller  Tesprit, 
meuble  inutil,  voire  outil  dangereux :  Laisser  sonner 
▼OS  cloches  le  matin  pour  iveiller  les  chanoines,  et 
pour  faire  dormir  le  doyen  d'un  sommeil  doux  et 
profond,  aui  lui  procure  de  beaux  songe* :  lever  vous 
tard,  et  aller  i  I'^glise,  pour  vous  faire  payer  d'avoir 
bien  dormi  et  bien  diijeQn6.'* 


As  to  myself  (a  pcnoo  about  whom  I  eonceniiBjidf 
very  little),  I  must  say  a  word  or  two  oat  of  comnhi- 
sance  to  you.  I  am  in  my  him,  and  here  I  ihoot 
strong  and  tenacious  roots ;  I  have  caught  bold  of  tfat 
earth  (to  use  a  gardener's  phrase),  and  neither  dt 
enemies  nnr  my  friends  will  find  it  an  easy  matter  i» 
transplant  me  again.  Adieu;  let  me  hear  from  ywi. 
at  least  of  you  :  I  love  you  for  a  thousand  thiniri.  h 
none  more  than  for  the  just  esteem  and  love  whidi  yA 
have  for  all  the  sons  of  Adam. 

P.S.    According  to  lord  Bolingbroke's  accoouU 
shall  be  at  Dublin  in  three  days.    I  cannot  Mp 
adding  a  word,  to  desire  yon  to  expect  my  soul  tknt 
with  you  by  that  time ;  but  as  for  the  jade  of  a  b^r 
that  is  tacked  to  it,  I  fear  there  will  be  no  dragipoj  it 
after.     I  assure  you  I  have  few  friends  here  to  dem 
me,  and  no  powerful  one  at  court  absolutely  to  fivU 
my  journey.     I  am  told  the  gynocracy*  are  of  opiriiuci 
that  they  want  no  better  writen  than  Cibber  aitd  tkt 
British  Journalist  ;b  so  that  we  may  live  at  aai«t,  ^ 
apply  ourselves   to  our  more  abstruse  studies.   IV 
only  courtiers  I  know,  or  have  the  honour  to  call  my 
fViends,  are  John  Qslj  and  Mr.  Bowry ;  the  fonscr  s 
at  present  so  employ^  in  the  elevated  ain  of  hit  opo, 
■and  the  latter  in  the  exaltation  of  his  high  dignitr, 
(that  of  her  majesty's  waterman,)  that  I  can  icaia 
obtain  a  categorical  answer  from  eitfafsr  to  soytbiitg  I 
say  to  them.     But  the ''  Beggars^  Opeim"  sooeeedi  ex- 
tremely to  youn  and  my  extreme  satisfaction,  of  viiki: 
he  promises  this  post  to  give  you  a  full  aceouut.  I 
have  been  in  a  worse  couditiou  o€  health  than  eve, 
and  think  my  immortality  is  very  near  out  of  idt  ff* 
joyment :  so  it  must  be  in  you  and  in  postnitr  ^ 
make   me  what  amends  you  can  fur  dyug  yooi^- 
Adieu.  While  I  am,  I  am  youn.     Pray  love  n»  mi 
take  care  of  yourself. 


•  Thr  whole  of  this  pi 
"Lutrta"orBoilsau. 


t  receipt  ia  taken    frosB.the 


FROM  MR.  OAY. 

Whitehall.  Petaniary  U.  171^ 
Dbab  Sir, — I  have  deferred  writing  to  you  fnm  tin 
to  time,  till  I  could  give  you  an  account  of  the  **  Bef 
gars*  Opera."  It  is  acted  at  the  playhouse  in  Unoolo V 
inn-fields  with  such  success,  that  the  playhoose  iui 
been  crowded  every  night  To-oight  is  the  fiftNtfk 
time  of  acting,  and  it  is  thought  it  will  run  a  foftoif^t 
longer.  I  have  ordered  Hotted  to  send  the  play  ^ 
you  the  first  opportunity.  I  made  no  interest  a^ 
for  approbation  or  money ;  nor  hat  anybody  beta 
pressed  to  take  tickets  for  my  benefit:  wrtvitb- 
standing  which,  I  think  I  shall  make  an  additioe 
to  my  fortune  of  between  600/.  and  700/.  Ikof^v 
this  account  will  give  you  pleasure,  as  I  hate  poaM 
through  this  precarious  affair  widioat  serrihty  or 
flattery. 

As  to  any  favours  firom  great  men,  I  am  in  the  ■b' 
state  you  left  me ;  but  I  am  a  great  deal  happiffi  * ' 
have  no  expectations.  The  dueheas  of  QuccoitofT 
has  signalised  her  friendship  to  me  upon  this  oecaiio 
in  such  a  conspicuous  manner  that  I  hope  (ftr^ 
sake)  you  will  take  care  to  put  your  fork  to  sH  iti 
proper  uses,  and  suffer  nobody  for  the  future  to  pot 
their  kniTes  in  their  mouths.*     Loid  Cobham  uf* 

•  The  peltieoat  government;  perhaps  alliidiBf  to  4«(9 
Caroliae  and  Mrs.  Howard. 

b  William  A.niall.  bred  an  atloraey.  It  appaan  bom  w 
Report  of  the  Secret  Committee  in  the  year  I7«l.  tor  In^bix 
into  the  Conduot  of  sir  Kobert  Walpole.  that  Araall  ictsH^  ft* 
*'  Free  Briton*. '  and  oth«  wrJIiBB.  la  the  •paasof  Cbot yawk.  ^ 
less  than  10,M7i.  St.  Id  oat  of  the  treasary. 

•  Benjamin  Motte,  the  bookseller.  ^^ 
d  AUoding  to  some  jest  between  the  dnchemaad  Switt  tvw 

hia  nAutf  his  knife  at  table  when  a  C»rk  wonld  have  t^"* 
appropriate.  It  ia  again  hinted  al  in  Qay  a  laSterari«k3»0Mtt 
her.  17M. 
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hat  I  iboald  haTe  printed  iti  Italian  otot  againit  the 
inglitb,  thai  the  ladies  might  have  undentood  what 
lifjr  rtid.  The  outlandish  (m  thej  now  call  it) 
pera  ha*  heeo  to  thin  of  late,  that  tome  have  called 
Mt  the  "  Bcggan*  0|jera  ;*'  and  if  the  run  continuea.  I 
m  1  fhall  fattve  remonttranoes  drawn  up  against  me 
J  the  Royal  Acatlemy  of  Music.  As  none  of  us 
are  beard  from  you  of  late,  every  one  of  ua  are  in 
iNioerD  about  your  health :  I  beg  we  may  hear  from 
ou  aooii.  By  my  constant  attendance  on  this  affair 
hare  almost  worried  myself  into  an  ill  state  or  health ; 
at  I  intend,  in  Ore  or  six  days,  to  go  to  our  country 
at  at  Twickenham  for  a  little  air.  Mr.  Pope  is  very 
(idom  in  towu.  Mrs.  Howard  frequently  asks  afVer 
oa.  and  desires  her  compliments  to  you.  Mr.  George 
irbutbnot,  ^  doctors  brother,  is  married  to  Mrs. 
VRgy  Robinson. 
I  would  write  more,  but  as  to-night  is  for  my  be- 
icfit.  I  am  in  a  hurry  to  go  out  about  business.  I 
m,  dear  sir,  your  moft  affectionate  and  obedient 
ff'fant,  John  Gay. 


TO  IIB&  BLOUNT.* 

Dublin.  Febiunr  it.  17M 
>BAi  Patty, — I  am  told  you  have  a  minu  to  receive 
letter  from  roe,  which  is  a  very  undecent  declaration 
I  a  young  lady,  and  almost  a  confession  that  you 
ivfamiud  to  write  to  me;  fur  as  to  the  fancy  of 
k))(ing  on  me  as  a  man  mms  consequence,  it  is  what  1 
in  iierer  understand.  I  am  told  likewise  you  grow 
ttry  day  younger  and  more  a  fool,  which  is  directly 
oiitrary  to  me,  who  grow  wiser  and  older,  and  at  this 
ue  we  shall  never  agree.  I  long  to  see  you  a  London 
idjr,  where  you  are  forced  to  wear  whole  clothes,  and 
ttit  in  a  chair,  for  which  you  must  starve  next  summer 
t  Petersham,  with  a  mautua  out  at  the  sides ;  and 
pooge  oocea-week  at  our  bouse,  without  ever  inviting 
t  ill  a  whole  season  to  a  cow-heel  at  home.  I  wish 
Ml  would  bring  Mr.  Pope  over  with  ^ou  when  you 
muc  ;  hut  we  will  leave  Mr.  Gay  to  his  beggars  and 
i«  operas  till  he  is  able  to  pay  his  club.  How  will 
uu  pass  this  summer  for  want  of  a  squire  to  Ham- 
jmmouand  Walpole's  lodge f  for  as  to  Richmond- 
^  and  Marble>hill,  they  are  abandoned  as  much 
•  'ir  Spencer  Comptou  :  and  Mr.  Schabe's  coach,  that 
•fU  to  give  so  many  a  set*down,  is  wheeled  off  to  St. 
•aes'a.  You  must  be  forced  to  get  a  hone,  and 
iiliop  with  Mrs.  Jansen  and  Miss  Bedier.  Your 
i«atat  happiness  is,  that  you  are  out  of  the  chiding  of 
In.  Howaid  and  the  dean ;  but  I  suppose  Mr.  Pope  is 
>  jiutss  to  pay  our  arrears,  and  that  you  edify  as  much 
y  bini  as  by  ua,  unless  you  are  so  happy  that  he  now 
viki  upon  you  as  reprobate  and  a  castaway,  of  which 
think  he  hath  given  me  some  hints.  However,  1 
ould  ad?ise  you  to  pass  this  summer  at  Kensington, 
^n  you  will  be  near  the  court  and  out  of  his  juris* 
iciion }  where  you  will  be  teased  with  no  lectures  of 
avity  and  morality,  and  where  you  will  have  no  other 
ouble  than  to  get  into  the  mercer's  books,  apd  take 
p  100/.  of  your  principal  for  quadrille.  Monstrous, 
deed,  that  a  fine  lady  in  the  prime  of  life  and  gaiety 
iQit  take  up  with  an  antiquated  dean,  an  old  gentlff- 
otnan  of  fourscore,  and  a  sickly  poet !  1  will  stand 
f  ny  dear  Patty  against  the  world,  if  Theresa  beats  you 
"  your  good,  and  I  will  buy  her  a  line  whip  for  the 
<rpoae.  Tell  me,  have  you  been  confined  to  your 
dpiig  this  winter  for  want  of  chair-hire  f  [Do  you 
now  that  this  unlucky  Dr.  Delany  came  last  night  to 
e  deanery  t  and,  bein^  denied  without  my  knowledge, 
gone  to  England  this  morning,  and  so  I  must  send 
tit  by  the  post.  I  bought  your  opera  to-day  for  six- 
iir^  lo  small  printed  that  it  will  spoil  my  eyes.     I 

•  The  dlradkm  to  simply.  "  To  Fatty  Hlouat.*' 


ordered  you  to  send  me  your  edition,  but  now  you  mav 
keep  it  till  you  get  an  opportunity.)  Patty,  1  will  tell 
you  a  blunder :  I  am  writing  to  Mr.  Gay,  and  had  al- 
most finished  the  letter ;  but  by  mistake  1  took  up  this 
instead  of  it,  and  so  the  six  lines  in  a  hook  are  all  to 
him,  and  therefore  you  must  read  them  to  him,  for  I  will 
not  be  at  the  trouble  to  write  them  over  again.  My 
greatest  concern  in  the  matter  is,  that  1  am  afraid  I 
continue  in  love  with  you,  which  is  bard,  after  near 
six  months*  absence.  I  hope  you  have  dune  with  your 
rash  and  other  little  disorders,  and  that  I  shall  see  you 
a  fine  young,  healthy,  plump  lady  ;  and  if  Mr.  Pone 
chides  you,  threaten  him  that  you  will  turn  heretic 
Adieu,  dear  Patty,  and  beiieve  me  to  be  one  of  your 
truest  friends  and  humblest  servants ;  and  that,  since  I 
can  never  live  in  England,  my  greatest  happiness 
would  be  to  have  you  and  Mr.  Pope  condemned 
during  my  life  to  live  in  Ireland,  he  at  the  deanery, 
and  you,  for  reputation  sake,  just  at  next  door,  and  I 
will  give  you  eight  dinners  a- week,  and  a  whole  half- 
doien  of  pint  bottles  of  gtiod  French  wine  at  your 
lodgings^  a  thing  you  could  never  expect  to  anive  at, 
and  every  year  a  suit  of  fourteen-penny  stuff,  that 
should  not  be  worn  out  at  the  right  side ;  and  a  chair 
costs  but  sixpence  a  job ;  and  you  shall  have  catho- 
licity as  much  as  you  please,  and  the  Catholic  dean 
of  St.  Patrick's,  as  old  again  as  I,  for  your  confessor. 
Adieu,  again,  dear  Patty.  Jonathan  SwirT. 

FROM  MR.  OAT. 

March  SO.  17S8. 
Dbab  Sib, — I  am  extremely  sorry  that  your  disorder 
is  returned  :  but  as  you  have  a  medicine  which  has 
twice  removed  it,  I  hope  by  this  time  you  have  again 
found  the  good  effects  of  it.  I  have  seen  Dr.  Delany 
at  my  lodgings ;  but  as  I  have  been  for  a  few  days  with 
Mr.  Pulteney  at  Cashioberry,  1  have  not  yet  returned 
his  visit.  I  went  with  him  to  wait  upon  lord  Bath- 
urst  and  lord  Bolingbroke,  both  of  whom  desirR  me 
to  make  you  their  compliments.  Lady  Bolingbroke 
was  very  much  out  of  order ;  and,  with  my  lord,  is 
now  at  Dawley  :  she  expects  a  letter  from  you.  Mrs. 
Howard  would  gladly  have  the  receipt  you  have  found 
so  much  benefit  by  :  she  is  happier  than  1  have  seen 
her  ever  since  you  left  us,  for  she  is  free,  as  to  her 
conjugal  affairs,  by  articles  of  agreement.*  The  **  Beg- 
gars' Opera"  has  been  acted  now  thirty-six  times,  and 
was  as  full  the  last  night  as  the  first ;  and  as  yet  there 
is  not  the  least  probability  of  a  thin  audience ;  though 
there  is  a  discourse  about  the  town  that  the  directors 
of  the  Roval  Academy  of  Music  design  to  solicit 
against  its  being  played  on  the  outlandish  opera  days, 
as  it  is  now  called.  On  the  benefit  day  of  one  of  the 
actresses  last  week,  one  of  the  players  falling  sick,  they 
were  obliged  to  give  out  another  play,  or  dismiss  the 
audience.  A  play  was  given  out,  but  the  audience 
called  out  for  the  '*  Beggars'Opera;"  and  they  were  forced 
to  play  it,  or  the  audience  would  not  have  stayed. 

1  have  got  by  all  this  snccess  between  700/.  and 
800/.,  and  Rich  (deducting  the  whole  charge  of  the 
house)  has  cleared  already  near  4000/.^  In  alwut  a 
month  1  am  going  to  the  Bath  with  the  duchess  of 
Marlborough  and  Mr.  Congreve;  for  I  have  no  ex- 
pectations of  receiving  any  favours  from  the  court. 
The  duchess  of  Qneensberry  b  in  Wiltshire,  where  she 
has  had  the  small-pox  in  so  favourable  a  way  that  she 
had  nut  above  seven  or  eight  on  her  face ;  she  is  now 
perfectly  recovered.  There  is  a  metsotiiito  print  pub- 
lished to-day  of  Polly,  the  heroine  of  the  '*  Beggars' 

*  Rer  hnsband  bluirtiired  and  bullied  aboat  her  ooaaeakm 
withtlie  kiDK.  u<(<l'  htonoalh  wu  itoppcd  with  a  pendun. 
dee  letter.  Mav  7. 

b  TIm  well'knowD  faon'SBot  espeeiMd  both  their  good  ror> 
niiM ;  the  opera  was  lai^  to  have  mads  Gay  rich,  and  Rich 
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Op6ra,*'a  who  was  before  unknown,  and  is  now  in  jo 
high  vogue  that  I  am  in  doubt  whether  her  fame  does 
not  surpass  (hat  of  the  opera  itself.  I  would  not  baT« 
talked  so  much  upon  this  subject^  or  upon  anything 
that  regards  myself,  but  to  you ;  but  as  I  know  you 
interest  yourself  so  sincerely  in  everything  that  con* 
cems  me,  I  believe  you  would  have  blamed  me  if  I 
had  said  less. 

Your  singer  owes  Dr.  Arbuthnot  some  money,  I  have 
forgot  the  sum ;  I  think  it  is  two  guineas :  the  doctor 
desired  me  to  let  you  know  it.  I  saw  him  last  night 
with  Mr.  Lewis  at  sir  William  Wyndham's,  who  if  he 
had  not  the  gout  would  have  answered  your  letter  you 
sent  him  a  year  and  a  half  ago.  He  said  this  to  me  a 
week  since,  but  he  is  now  pretty  well  again,  and  so  may 
forget  to  write;  for  which  reason  I  ought  to  do  him 
justice^  and  tell  you  that  I  think  him  a  sincere  well- 
wisher  of  yours.  I  have  not  seen  Mr.  Pope  lately,  but 
have  heard  that  both  he  and  Mrs.  Pope  [Mr.  Pope's 
mother]  are  very  well.  I  intend  to  see  him  at  Twick- 
enham on  Sunday  next  I  have  not  drunk  out  the 
Guthridge  cider  yet ;  but  I  have  not  so  much  as  a 
single  pint  of  port  ,in  my  cellar.  I  have  bought  two 
pair  of  sheets  against  your  coming  to  town,  so  that  we 
need  not  send  any  more  to  Jervas  upon  that  account. 
I  really  miss  you  every  day ;  and  I  would  be  content 
that  you  should  have  a  whole  window  to  yourself,  and 
half  another,  to  have  you  again.  I  am,  dear  sir,  yours 
most  affectionately. 

You  have  half  a  year  s  interest  due  at  Lady-day, 
and  now  it  ia  March  the  20th,  1728. 


FROM  MR.  POPE. 

Much  23, 1788. 
I  SEND  you  a  very  odd  thing,  a  paper  printed  in  Boston, 
in  New  England,  wherein  you  will  find  a  real  person, 
a  member  of  their  parliament,  of  the  name  of  Jonaihan 
Guilivtr,  If  the  fame  of  that  traveller  has  travelled 
thither,  it  has  travelled  very  quick  to  have  folks 
christened  already  by  the  name  of  the  supposed  author. 
But  if  you  object  that  no  child  so  lately  christened 
could  be  arrived  at  years  of  maturity  to  be  elected  into 
parliament,  I  reply  (to  solve  the  ridcUe^  that  the  person 
IS  an  Anabaptist,  and  not  christened  till  full  age,  which 
sets  all  right  However  it  be,  the  accident  is  very  sin- 
gular that  these  two  names  should  be  united. 

Mr.  Gay's  opera  has  been  acted  near  forty  days 
running,  and  will  certainly  continue  the  whole  season. 
So  he  has  more  than  a  fence  about  his  1000/.  ;**  he  will 
soon  be  thinking  of  a  fence  about  his  WOOL  Shall  no 
one  of  us  live  as  we  would  wish  each  other  to  live  ? 
Shall  he  have  no  annuity,  you  no  settlement  on  this 
side,  and  I  no  prospect  of  getting  to  you  on  the  other  f 
This  world  is  made  for  Caesar—as  Cato  said,  for 
ambitious,  false,  or  flattering  people  to  domineer  in : 
nay  they  would  not,  by  their  good  will,  leave  us  our 
very  books,  thoughts,  or  words  in  quiet  I  despise  the 
world  yet,  I  assure  yoii,  more  than  either  Gay  or  you, 
and  the  court  more  than  all  the  rest  of  the  world.  As 
for  those  scribblers  for  whom  you  apprehend  I  would 
suppress  my  *'Z)M^ie«"  (which,  by  the  way,  for  the  future 
youare  to  call  by  a  more  pompous  name,  the  **DwKiad"\ 
how  much  that  nest  of  honiets  are  my  regard  will 
easily  appear  to  you  when  you  read  tlie  *'  Treatise  of 
the  Bathos.'' 

•  Mils  Fenton. 

"  Before  Mr.  Gay  lMd>hic«tf  his  1000/.,  he  hud  aoonsaltHtioa 
with  his  friend*  about  the  disposal  of  it  Mr.  Lewis  advised 
him  to  intrust  it  in  the  funds,  und  Uve  upon  the  interest :  Dr. 
ArboihDot  to  intrust  it  to  Providenoe,  and  lire  upon  the  princi* 
nal ;  and  Mr.  Pope  was  for  purchasiaK  an  annuity  fbr  life  : 
In  this  unccrtaiuty  he  could  only  say  with  the  old  man  in 
Terence — 

" fedstis  prolte : 

Inrortiiir  «um  multn,  quam  diiduiu. 


At  all  adventures,  yours  and  my  name  shall  stand 
linked  as  friends  to  posterity,  both  in  verse  and  yro», 
and  (as  Tully  calls  it)  in  eonmuH/dme  Mhtdmrmm, 
Would  to  God  our  persons  could  but  as  well  and  is 
surely  be  inseparable !  I  find  my  other  tics  dioppiar 
from  me ;  some  worn  off,  some  torn  olf,  othen  i«laxiu| 
daily :  my  ffreatest  [his  mother],  both  by  duty,  era* 
titude,  and  humanity,  time  is  shaking  every  moment 
and  it  now  hangs  but  by  a  thread !  I  am  many  yeui 
the  older  for  living  so  much  widi  on«  ao  old  \  mocb 
the  more  helpless  for  having  been  so  long  helped  st  J 
tendered  by  her ;  much  the  more  comnderate  aud  t  Ader 
for  a  daily  commerce  with  one  who  requited  me  ju^ 
to  be  both  to  her ;  and  consequently  the  moie  mebh- 
choly  and  thoughtful :  and  the  less  Ht  for  others  v^* 
want  only,  in  a  companion  or  a  friend,  to  be  amovi 
or  entertained.  My  constitution  too  baa  baid  its  dan 
of  decay  as  well  as  my  spirits,  and  I  am  aa  vouch  i 
the  decline  at  forty  as  you  at  sixty.  I  belirre  w 
should  be  fit  to  live  together  could  I  get  a  little  nvn 
health,  which  might  make  me  not  quite  inaupportabW 
Your  deafness  woijld  agrpe  with  my  dulness;  Tt« 
would  not  want  me  to  speak  when  you  could  not  hfw 
But  God  forbid  you  should  be  as  destitute  of  the  focial 
comforts  of  life  as  I  must  when  I  lose  my  mother :  ^ 
that  ever  you  should  lose  your  more  useful  acquii  u- 
atice  so  ut^ly  as  to  turn  your  thoughts  to  such  a  bruKni 
reed  as  I  am,  who  could  so  ill  supply  your  wants.  1 
am  extremely  troubled  at  the  returns  of  your  deafioe* : 
you  cannot  be  too  particular  in  the  accounts  d  ycor 
health  to  me;  everything  you  do  or  say  in  this  kii-i 
obliges  me,  nay,  delights  me,  to  see  the  justice  yna  d  • 
me  in  thinking  me  concerned  in  all  your  contxru : 
so  that,  though  the  pleasantest  thing  you  can  tell  wt 
be  that  you  are  better  or  easier,  next  to  that  it  pleases  xaf 
that  you  make  me  the  person  you  would  complain  t>. 

As  the  obtaining  the  love  of  valuable  naen  is  rv 

happiest  end  I  know  of  this  life,  so  the  next  felicity  is 

to  get  rid  of  fools  and  scoundrels ;  which  1  cannot  b-ii 

own  to  you  was  one  part  of  my  design  in  falling  apco 

these  audiors,  whose  mcapacity  is  not  greater  than  thor 

insincerity,  and  of  whom  1  have  always  found  (if  1  maj 

quote  myselQ 

Tliat  each  bad  author  is  as  had  a  Mend. 

This  poem  will  rid  me  of  those  insects. 

Ccdito,  Romani  scriptorcs,  oediUf,  Grmii ; 
NcMCio  fKJtf  majus  nascitur  Iliade.* 

I  mean  than  my  Iliad :  and  1  call  it  Aleecio  mad,  wb.m 
is  a  degree  of  modesty  ;  but  however,  if  it  siieuce  tb-^ 
fellowSfb  it  must  be  something  greater  than  any  WJ^ 
in  Christendom.     Adieu. 


FROM  MRS.  BLOUNT. 

Hay  7, 1?* 

SiH, — I  am  very  much  pleased  with  your  letter.  ho»  I 
should  have  thought  myself  much  more  obliged  h^il 
you  been  less  sincere,  and  not  told  me  I  did  not  ^? 
the  favour  entirelv  to  your  inclinations,  but  to  an  io> 
formation  that  I  had  a  mind  to  hear  from  you ;  aoci  1 
mistrust  you  think  even  that  as  much  aa  I  deserve.  If 
so,  you  really  are  not  deserving  of  my  repeated  'v- 
quiries  after  you  and  my  constant  good  wishes  s^ 
concern  for  your  welfare,  which  merits  some  mDr*a- 
brance  without  the  help  of  another.  I  caraiot  sij  I 
have  a  great  inclination  to  write  to  you,  for  I  hare  r  > 
great  vanity  that  way,  at  least  not  enough  to  snppLir! 
me  above  the  fear  of  writing  ill ;  but  I  would  din  hs«« 
you  know  how  truly  well  1  wish  you. 

I  am  sorry  to  hear  no  good  account  of  your  healtH . 
mine  has  been  since  Christmas  (at  which  time  I  tu  I 
my  fever  and  rash)  neither  well  nor  ill  enougfi  tv  1^ 

a  **  Ye  Grceli  and  Roman  autbcHS,  yifld  i1m>  pnu» : 

Set*  ^omething  ^n»«er  than  an  Iliad  nee" 

1*  It  did  in  a  Hitk*  tiim>  elSrciually  sJlracv  fhrm 
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tJcm  uotioe  of;  but  nritfain  thane  three  weekf  I  have 
iA«n  tick  in  form,  aud  kept  my  bed  for  a  week,  and 
mj  chamber  to  thie  day. 

TbU  confinement,  together  with  the  moumiog,*  hae 
oublcd  me  to  be  very  easy  iu  my  chaiM-hire ;  for  a 
dyed  black  gown  and  a  icoured  white  one  have  done 
mj  buiinsi  very  well ;  and  they  ue  now  juet  lit  for 
PMenham,  where  we  talk  of  going  in  three  weeks; 
•nd  J  am  nut  without  honea  1  ib^  have  the  same 
a)uire  [Dr.  Swift]  I  had  Utt  year.  I  am  very  un- 
willing  to  change;  and  moreover  1  begin  to  fear  I  have 
ao  great  pvoepect  of  getting  any  new  danglen ;  aud 
tberefoie,  m  order  to  make  a  tolerable  figure,  I  shall 
endeavour  to  behave  myself  mighty  well  that  1  may 
kcsfi  my  old  ooea.  • 

Am  a  proof  that  I  eontinne  to  be  well  received  at 
eowt  1  will  tell  you  where  the  royal  family  design  to 
pea  their  summer ;  two  months  at  Richmond-lodge, 
the  MOM  time  at  Hampton*  court,  and  six  weeks  at 
Windsor.  Mn.  Howard  is  well,  and  happier  than  ever 
you  law  her,  for  her  whole  aflhir  with  her  husband  is 
ended  to  her  satisfaction.^ 

Dr.  Arbothnot  I  am  very  angry  with ;  he  n^lects 
lae  fiv  those  bo  thinks  finer  ladies.  Mr.  Gay's  fame 
eoDtinocs,  but  his  riches  are  in  a  fair  way  of  diminish* 
n;:  he  is  gone  to  the  Bath :  I  wish  you  were  ordered 
tbefc,  for  1  believe  that  would  carry  Mr.  Pope,  who  is 
■Ivays  incliDed  to  do  more  for  his  frienda  than  him- 
•df.  He  ia  much  out  of  onler,  and  is  told  nothing  is 
» likelj  to  do  him  good. 

Mj  illness  has  prevented  my  writing  to  you  sooner. 
If  I  were  a  favourite  at  court,  I  would  soon  convince 
you  that  J  am  very  sincerely  your  fiuthful  friend  and 
toy  humble  sewant,  M.  B. 


TO  MR.  POPE. 

Dttblln,  May  10, 1798. 
1  HAVE  with  great  pleasure  shown  the  New  England 
"^•raper  with  the  two  names  Jonathan  Gulliver ;  and 
' ''*«mber  Mr.  Fortescne^  sent  you  an  account  from 
^"^  man  of  one  Lemuel  Gulliver  who  had  a  cause 
tnere,  and  lost  it  on  his  ill  reputation  of  being  a  liar. 
T>in<>  are  not  the  only  obeervations  1  have  made  upon 
odd  strange  accidents  in  trifles,  which  in  things  of 
t^  iniportanoe  would  have  been  matter  for  historians. 
Mr.  Gay's  opera  has  been  acted  here  twenty  times,  and 
»y  lord-lieutenant  tells  me  it  is  very  well  performed ; 
»  bai  Hen  it  often,  and  anproves  it  much. 

Vou  giTe  a  most  melancholy  account  cf  yourself,  and 
vhich  I  do  not  a|>prove.  I  reckon  that  a  man,  subject 
like  IU  to  bodily  infirmities,  should  only  occasionally 
coitvene  with  great  people,  notwithstanding  all  their 
K^  qualities,  easinesses,  and  kindnesses.  There  is 
WKHher  race  which  I  prefer  before  them,  as  beef  and 
mutton  for  constant  diet  before  partridges;  I  mean  a 
middle  kind  both  for  understanding  and  fortune,  who 
"«  pwffctly  easy,  never  impertinent,  complying  iu 
^^rytbing,  ready  to  do  a  hundred  little  offices  that  you 
*f)d  I  may  often  want,  who  dine  and  sit  with  me  five 
^met  for  once  that  I  go  to  them,  and  whom  I  can  tell 
*|thout  ofl'eooe  that  I  am  otherwise  engaged  at  present 
•  n»  yon  cannot  expect  from  any  of  those  that  either 
J<^tt  or  I,  or  both,  are  acquainted  with  on  your  side; 
*ho  trp  only  fit  for  our  healthy  seasons,  and  have  much 
i^ottesi  of  their  own.  God  forbid  I  should  condemn 
y^  to  Ireland  (Qumiqvam  O.'),  and  for  England  I 
^ir;  and  inaeed  a  change  of  aflairs  would  come 
'«>  late  at  my  season  of  life,  and  might  probably  pro- 
<»«fv  nothing  on  my  bi*alf.      You  have  kept   Mrs. 

I  ]^  th»  detih  of  king  Genrtso  I. 
in  hiiv.V'**'^''**  intriKQe  is  minutely  detallinl  by  lord  Orford 

t  u-  .  "•^''^■OBBce*.*' 
^Wiun'**"^  ''oitewoe,  eMi.»  afterwsid  a  baron  of  the  Ex- 


Pope  longer,  and  have  had  her  care  beyond  what  from 
nature  you  could  expect;  not  but  her  loss  will  be 
very  sensible  whenever  it  shall  happen.  I  say  one 
thing,  that  both  summers  and  winters  are  milder  here 
than  with  you ;  all  things  for  life  in  general  Itetter  for 
a  middling  fortune ;  you  will  have  an  al)solute  com- 
mand of  your  company,  with  whatever  obsequiousness 
or  freedom  vou  may  expect  or  allow.  I  have  on 
elderly  houseleeper  who  has  been  my  Walpole  above 
thirty  years  whenever  1  lived  in  this  kingdom.  1  have 
the  command  of  one  or  two  villas  near  this  town ;  you 
have  a  warm  apartment  in  Uiis  house,  and  two  gardens 
for  amusement.  I  have  said  enough,  yet  not  half. 
Except  absence  from  friends,  I  confess  freelv  that  I 
have  no  discontent  at  living  here  beside  what  arises  from 
a  silly  spirit  of  liberty,  which,  as  it  neither  sours  my 
drink,  nor  hurts  my  meat,  nor  spoils  my  stomach  fur- 
ther than  in  imagination,  so  I  resolve  to  throw  it  off. 

You  talk  of  this  "  Duuciad,'*  but  I  am  impatient 
to  have  it  volart  per  ora — there  is  now  a  vacancy  for 
fame ;  the  "  Beggars*  Opera "  lias  done  its  task,  <lit- 
ctdai  uti  conviva  %atur.     Adieu. 

JoNATUAN  Swirr. 


TO  LORD  CARTERBT. 

Hay  10,  1728. 
My  Lord, — I  told  your  excellency  tiiat  you  were  to 
run  on  my  errands.  My  lord  Burlington  has  a  very 
fine  monument  of  his  ancestor  the  earl  of  Corke  in  my 
cathedral,  which  your  excellency  has  seen.  I  and  the 
chapter  have  written  to  him  in  a  body  to  have  it  re- 
paired, and  I  in  person  have  desired  lie  would  do  it. 
And  I  desired  likewise  that  he  would  settle  a  parcel  of 
land  worth  5/.  a-yearCnot  an  annuity)  to  keep  it  always 
in  repair.  He  said  "  he  would  do  anything  to  oblige 
me,  but  was  afraid  that  in  future  times  the  5/.  a-year 
would  be  misapplied,  and  secured  by  the  dean  and 
chapter  to  their  own  use.'*  I  answered  **  that  a  dean 
and  twenty-four  memben  of  so  great  a  chapter,  who 
in  livings,  estates,  &c,  bad  about^4000/.,  a-yeur  among 
them,  would  hardly  divide  At.  among  them  to  cheat 
his  posterity ;  and  that  we  could  have  no  view  but  to 
consult  the  honour  of  his  family."  I  therefore  com- 
mand your  excellency  to  lay  this  before  him,  and  tlie 
afiVont  he  has  put  upon  us  in  not  answering  a  letter 
written  to  him  by  the  dean  and  chapter  in  a  body. 

The  great  duke  of  Schomberg  is  buried  under  the 
altar  in  my  cathedral.  My  lady  Holdeniess  is  my  old 
acquaintance,  and  I  wrote  to  her  about  a  small  sum  to 
make  a  monument  for  her  grandfather.  I  wrote  to  her 
myself;  and  also  there  was  a  letter  from  the  dean  and 
cliapter  to  desire  she  would  order  a  monument  to  l)e 
raised  for  him  in  my  cathedral.  It  seems  Mildmay, 
now  lord  Fitxwalter,  her  husband,  is  a  covetous  fellow ; 
or  whatever  is  tlie  matter,  we  have  had  no  answer. 
I  desire  you  will  tell  lord  Fitxwalter  '*  that,  if  he  will 
not  send  ftOJl  to  make  a  monument  for  the  old  duke,  I 
and  the  chapter  will  erect  a  small  one  of  ourselves  for 
10/. ;  wherein  it  shall  be  expressed  that  the  posterity 
of  the  duke,  naming  particularly  lady  Holdemess  and 
Mr.  Mildmay,  not  having  the  generosity  to  erect  a 
monument,  we  have  done  it  of  ourselves.'*  And  if,  for 
an  excuse,  they  pretend  they  will  send  for  his  body, 
let  them  know  it  is  mine ;  aud,  rather  than  send  it,  I 
will  take  up  the  bones,  and  make  of  it  a  skeleton,  and 
put  it  iu  my  r^ister-oflice,  to  be  a  memorial  of  their 
oaseuess  to  ail  posterity.  Tliis  1  expect  your  excel- 
lency will  tell  Mr.  Mildmay,  or,  as  you  now  call  him, 
lord  Fitxwalter ;  and  I  expect  likewise  that  he  will  let 
sir  Conyers  d'Arcy  know  now  ill  I  take  his  neglect  in 
this  matter;  although,  to  d<i  him  jurtice,  h(*  averred 
*^that  Mildmay  was  so  avaricious  a  wretch  that  he 
would  let  his  own  father  be  buried  without  a  coflln  to 
save  charges." 
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I  expect  likewife,  that  if  yon  are  acquainted  with 
your  succenor,  you  will  let  him  know  how  impartial 
I  was  in  giving  you  characters  of  clergymen,  without 
regard  to  party,  and  what  weight  you  laid  on  them ; 
and  that,  having  but  one  clergyman  who  had  any  rela* 
lation  to  me,  I  let  him  pass  unpreftrred.  And  lastly, 
that  you  will  let  your  said  successor  know  that  you 
lament  the  having  done  nothing  for  Mr.  Robert 
Grattan,*  and  give  him  such  a  recommendation  that 
he  may  have  something  to  mend  his  furtuue. 

These  are  the  matters  I  leave  in  charge  to  your  ex- 
cellency ;  and  I  desire  that  I,  who  have  done  with 
courts,  may  not  be  used  like  a  courtier ;  for,  as  I  was 
a  courtier  when  you  were  a  schoolboy,  I  know  all  your 
arts.  And  so  God  bless  you,  and  all  your  family, 
my  old  fHends ;  and  remember,  1  expect  you  shall 
not  dare  to  be  a  courtier  to  me.     1  am  &c. 

Jonathan  Swift. 


FROM  MR.  GAY. 

lUth.  Bfmy  16.  1788. 

Drab  Sib, — I  have  been  at  the  Bath  about  ten  days, 
and  I  have  played  at  no  game  but  once,  and  that  at 
backgammon  with  Mr.  Lewis,  who  is  very  much  your 
humble  servant.     He  is  here  u])on  account  of  the  ill 
state  of  health  of  his  wife,  who  has  as  yet  found  very 
little  benefit  from  the  waters.     Lord  and  lady  Boliug- 
bruke  are  here ;  and  I  think  she  is  better  than  when  I 
came  here ;  they  stay,  as  I  guess,  only  about  a  fortnight 
longer.     They  both  desired  me  to  make  their  compli- 
ments ;  as   does  Mr.  Congreve.b  who  is  in  a  very  ill 
state  of  health,  but  somewhat  better  since  he  came 
here.     Mr.  Lewis  tells  me  that  he   is  promised   to 
receive  100/.  upon  your  account  at  his  return  to  Lon- 
don ;  he  having  (upon  request)  complied  to  stay  for 
the  payment  till  that  time.     The  200/.  you  left  with 
roe  are  in  the  hands  of  lord  Rathurst,  together  with 
some  money  of  mine,  all  which  he  will  repay  at  Mid- 
summer, so  that  we  must  think  of  some  other  way  of 
employing  it ;  and  I  cannot  resolve  what  to  do.     f  do 
not  know  how  long  I  shall  stay  here,  because  1  am 
now,  as  I  have  been  all  my  life,  at  the  disposal  of 
others.     1  drink  the  waters  and  am  in  hopes  to  lay  in 
a  stiKsk  of  health,    some  of  which  I  wish  to   com- 
municate to  you.     Dr.  Delany  told  me  you  had  lieen 
upon  a  journey,  and  I  really  fancy  taking  burse  is  as 
good  as  taking  the  waters;  1  hope  you  have  found 
benefit  by  it.  «  The  Beggars'  Opera"  is  acted  here ;  but 
our  Polly  has  got  no  fame,  though  the  actors  have  got 
money.     1  have  sent  by  Dr.  Delany  the  opera,  Polly 
Peacbum,  and  cafitain  Macheath.     I  would  have  sent 
you  my  own  head,  (which  is  now  engraving  to  make 
up  the  gang,)  but  it  is  not  yet  finished.     I  sunpotted 
you  miut  have  heard   that  I  have  had  the   nonour 
to  have  had  a  sermon  preached  against  my  works  by  a 
court    chaplain,c   which   I    look   upon   as  no   small 
addition  to  my  fame. — Direct  to  me  here  when  you 
write;   and  the  sooner  that  is,  the  sooner  you  will 
make  me  happy. 

TO  MR.  POPE. 

Jane  1.  17U. 
1  LOOK^  upon  my  lord  Bolingbroke  and  us  two  as 
a  peculiar  triumvirate,  who  have  nothing  to  expect  or 
to  fear ;  and  so  far  fittest  to  converse  with  one  another ; 
only  he  and  I  are  a  little  subject  to  schemes,  and  one 
of  us  (I  would  not  say  which)  upon  very  weak  ap- 
pearances, and  this  you  have  nothing  to  do  with. 
I  do  profess  without  affectation  that  your  kiml  opinion 

•  Of  this  family  there  were  unxen  bmthen.  lont  of  Dr.  Grat- 
tnn.  a  venerable  and  hmpitable  clemyman.  who  gare  them 
all  a  liberal  erlucation. 

k  He  died  January  19. 1729. 

*  Dr.  Thomas  Herring,  then  preacher  to  the  Society  in  Lin- 
ooln's-inn.  and  afterwaros  arclini4ioi>  of  Canterbury. 


of  roe  as  a  patriot  (since  yoa  call  it  so)  is  what  1  ib 

not  deserve;  because  what  I  do  is  owing  to  pnrfec 

rage  and  resentment,  and  the  mortifying  ngfat  of  darm. 

folly,  and  basenessabout  me,  among  which  I  amfurH 

to  live.     And  I  will  take  my  oath  that  you  have  mflit 

virtue  in  an  hour  than  I  in   seven  years;  fiv  yns 

despise  the  follies  and  hate  the  vices  of  mankind  «!t&> 

out  the  least  ill  eflect  on   your  temper;   and  «hk 

regard   to  particular  men,  you  are  inclined  al«m 

rather  to  think  the  better,  whereas  with  tne  it  is  alvtn 

directly  contrary.     I  hom,  however,  this  is  not  in  tm 

from  a  superior   minciple  of  virtue,  bat  from  too? 

situation,  which   nas  made  all   parties  and   ialarr'i 

indififerent   to   yon;  who  can  be  under  no  ooKfn 

about  high  and  low  church.  Whig  aivi  Tory,  or  vb^ 

is  first  minister. — Your  long  letter  was  ^  \ui  I 

received  till  this  by  Dr.  Delany,  although  yon  omq- 

tion  another  since.     The  doctor  told  me  your  teaii 

about  the  "  Dunciad,'*  which  does  not  please  me,  hmoir 

it  defers  gratifying  my  vanity  in  the  most  tender  pwc*. 

and  perhaps  may  wholly  disappoint  it.     As  to  oi» «/ 

your  inquiries,  I  am   easy  enough  in  great  msttm, 

but   have  a  thousand  paltry  vexations   in   my  Kttlf 

station,  and  the  more  oontemptikde  the  more  vexsrit^ 

There  might  be  a  Lutrin  written  upon  the  tricks  oiH 

by  my  chapter  to  teaae  me.     I  do  not  conrerse^in 

one  creature  of  station  or  title,  but  I  have  a  set  of  asr 

people  whom  I  entertain  when  I  have  a  mind :  1  kaf« 

formerly  described  them  to  you,  but  when  yoo  &>(>» 

you  sh^l  have  the  honours  of  the  country  as  mncfa  u 

you  please,  and  I  shall  on  that  account  make  a  htnn 

figure  as  long  as  I  live.     Pmy  God    prcserre  Mn. 

Pope  for  your  sake  and  ease ;  I  love  and  esteem  be  tt» 

much  to  wish  it  for  her  own ;  if  I  were  fiv»Muid*tTrr4) 

I  would  wish  to  be  of  her  age,  to  be  as  secure  as  f^ 

is  of  a  better   life.     Mrs.  P.  B.  [Patty  Blount]  hu 

written  to  me,  and  is  one  of  the  liest  letter^irTiTm 

I  know;    very  good   sense,  civility,   and   frirnddth 

without  any  stifliiess  or  constraint.  The  '*  Duociad'ius 

taken  wind  here;  but  if  it  had  not,  you  are  as  iddc:« 

known  here  as  in  England,  and  the  unirositT  1»*« 

will  crowd  to  kiss  the  hem  of  your  garmeut.    1  u- 

grieved  to  hear  that  my  lord  Bolingbroke  s  ill  faesl* 

forced  him  to  the  Bath.     Tell  me,  is  not  tempciaocri 

necessary  virtue  for  great  men,  since  it  is  the  pspc^ 

of  ease  and  liberty,  so  necessary  for  the  use  and  ia»- 

proveroent  of  the  mind,  and  which  philueuphy  sllc<** 

to  be  the  greatest   felicities  of  lifei    I   believe,  hU 

health  been  given  so  liberally  to  you,  it  would  h&T« 

been  better  husbanded  without  shame  to  your  parts. 

JoMATUAN  SvitT. 


i  FROM  MR.  POPE 

Dawley.  June  W,  IT?" 
I  NOW  hold  the  pen  for  my  lord   Bolingbroke,  vl* 
is  reading  your  letter  between  two  haycocks,  bat  ^m 
attention  is  somewhat  diverted  by  casting  his  evv"  «i 
the  clouds,  not  in  admiration  of  what  you  say,  hot  &« 
fear  of  a  shower.     He  is  pleased  with  your  placing  bin 
in  the  triumvirate  between  yourself  and  me ;  Oiough  U 
says  that  he  doubts  he  shall  fare  like  Lepidns— «bi> 
one  of  us  runs  away  with  all  the  power,  like  Auguf^ 
and  another  with  all  the  pleasures,  like  Anthony.    It 
is  upon  a  foresight  of  this  that  he  has  fitted  op  H« 
farm,  and  you  will  agree  that  his  scheme  of  retmt  it 
least  is  not  founded  upon  weak  appearances.  Upon  ^ 
return  from  the  Bath,  all  peccant  humours  he  find$  «r 
purged  out  of  him ;  ana  his  great  temperance  sir) 
economy  are  so  signal,  that  the  first  is  fit  for  my  en* 
stitution,  and  the  latter  would  enable  you  to  lay  up  «^ 
much  money  as  to  buy  a  bishopric  in  KngluMi    Ai 
to  the  return  of  his  health  and  vigour,  were  yoa  b^. 
you  might  inquire  of  bis  hHymaK«!rs ;  hot  «s  to  'w* 
temprrance,  1  can  answer  that  [for  uite  whole  day*  •' 
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ftTe  had  nothing  for  dmner  but  mutton  broth,  beana 
4Ki  bacon,  and  a  bani'door  fowl. 

Nov  his  lordship  is  run  after  his  cart,  I  have  a  mo* 
Dflit  left  to  myseHT  to  letl  you  that  I  oveiheard  liini 
i«iter(Uy  agree  with  a  painter  for  200A  to  paint  his 
nantiy-hall  with  trophies  of  rakea,  spades,  prongs, 
ic.  and  other  emamenti,  merely  to  countenance  hia 
ailing  this  place  a  farm — now  turn    over  a  new 

He  bids  me  aaiure  you  he  should  be  sorry  not  to 
tave  more  schemes  of  kindnesa  for  his  friends  than  of 
imbition  for  himself;  there,  though  his  schemes  may 
e  weak,  the  motives  at  least  are  strong ;  and  he 
Vf%  further,  if  you  could  bear  as  great  a  h\\  and 
leoeaae  of  your  revenuea  as  he  knows  br  experience 
ecao,  you  would  not  live  in  Ireland  an  hour. 

The  **  jKinciad  '*  is  going  to  be  printed  in  all  pc»mp, 
fith  the  inscription,  which  makes  me  proudest  It 
till  be  attended  with  jnrMiiie,  pnUtgomgma,  taiimoma 
Kriffiwiim,  mdesp  amikontm,  and  notes  variorum.  As 
« (he  latter,  I  desire  you  to  read  over  the  text,  and 
uakea  few  in  any  way  you  like  heat;*  whether  dry 
tilUry,  upon  the  style  and  way  of  commenting  of 
ririal  critics;  or  humorous,  upon  the  authora  in  the 
mm;  or  historical,  of  persona,  placea,  timea;  or  ex- 
liaiiatory,  or  collecting  the  parallel  paaaagea  of  the 
ocients.  Adieu.  I  am  pretty  well,  my  mother  not  ill. 
>r.  Arbuthuot  vexed  with  hia  fever  bv  intervale ;  I 
m  afraid  he  declines,  and  we  ahall  lose  a  worthy 
Mil :  I  am  troubled  about  him  very  much  :  I  am,  &c. 


FROM  MB  OAY. 

Bath,  July  «.  ITSB. 
)ear  Sib, — ^The  laat  newa  I  have  heard  of  you  waa 
ram  Mr.  Lancelot,  who  waa  at  thia  place  with  lord 
iiuMx,  who  gave  me  hopca  of  aeeing  vou  the  latter 
ttd  of  thia  aummer.     I  wiah  you  may  keep  tliat  rou- 
ulion,  and  take  the  Bath  in  your  way  to  town.     Yon 
|>  all  Drobability  will  find  here  some  or  most  uf  thoRe 
"u  like  to  see.     Dr.  Arbuthuot  wrote  to  me  to-day 
r>>fii  Tunbridge,  where  he  is  now  for  the  recovery  uf 
>'«  health,  having  had  aeveral  relapaes  of  a  fever  :  he 
rlU  me  that  he  is  much  better,  and  that  in  August  he 
ntCTiiU  to  some  hither.     Mr.  Ct>ngreve  and  1  often 
*lk  of  you,   and  wish  you  health   and  every  good 
biti((:  hut  often,  out  of  self-interest,  we  wiah  you 
^ith  tu.    In  five  or  six  day  a  I  aet  out  upon  an  ex- 
Qnioii  to   Herefordahire,   to  lady  Scudamore'a,   but 
ball  return  here  the   beginning  of  Auguat.     I  wiah 
«'u  coitld  meet  me  at  Gutheridge.     The  Bath  did  not 
ffn-e  with  lady  Bolingbroke,  and  ahe  went  from  here 
nuch  worse  tlmn  ahe  came.     Since  ahe  went  to  Daw- 
^y^  by  her  own  inclination,  without  the  advice  of 
thysiciana,  ahe  has  taken  to  a  milk  diet,  and  she  hath 
mtteu  me  aa  account  of  prodigious  good  effecta  both 
rj  the  recovery  of  her  appetite  and  apirita.    The  weather 
«  extremely  hot,  the  place  is  very  empty,  I  have  an  in- 
liuation  tu  atudv,  Imt  the  heat  makea  it  impoaaible. 
rbe  duke  of  Bolton,  I  hear,  haa  run  away  with  Polly 
'csichuin,*^  having  settled  400/.  a-year  upon  her  during 
tieaauxe ;  and  upon  disagreement  300/.  a-year.     Mr. 
^(^  if  in  a  state  of  penecution  for  the  **  Dunciad  ;*" 
vub  to  be  witness  of  his  fortitude,  but  he  writes 
nit  acldom.     It  would  be  a  consolation  to  me  to  hear 
rum  you.     I  have  heard  but  once  from  Mra.  Haward 
(leie  three  months,  and,  I  think,  but  once  from  Mr. 
'ope.     My  nortrait  menotinto  ia  publiahed  from  Mra. 
Wards  painting;  I  wiah  I  could  contrive  to  aeud 
^ou  (Hie,  but  I  fancy  I  could  get  a  better  impresaion  at 
'^idun.     1  have  ten  thouaand  things  to  talk  to  you, 
Nit  few  \o  write ;  yet  defer  writing  to  you  no  longer, 

''  Dr.SwiAdldM. 

^  Misa  FeolOB,  whom  ha  allerwanis  vwrried. 


knowing  you  intereat  yourself  in  everything  that  con- 
cerns me  so  much,  that  I  make  you  happy,  as  you 
will  me  if  you  can  tell  me  you  are  in  good  health, 
which  I  wish  to  hear  every  rooming  as  soon  aa  I 
awake.     I  am,  dear  air,  yours  moat  affectionately. 


TO  MB.  POPB. 

July  26.  ITSS. 

I  HAVB  often  run  over  the  **  Dunciad,''  in  an  Irish  edition 
(I  suppose  full  of  faults),  which  a  gentleman  sent  me. 
TTie  notes  I  could  wiah  to  be  very  large,  in  what  rclatea 
to   the  peraons  concerned;  for  I  have  long  obeerved 
that  twenty  miles  from   London  nobody  understands 
hinU,  initial  letters,   or  town  facta  and  paaaoges ;  and 
in  a  few  yeara  not  even  thoae  who  live  in  London.     I 
would  have  the  naroea  of  thoae  acribblers  priute<l  in- 
dexically,  at  the  beginning  or  end  of  tlie  poem,  with  an 
account  of  their  worka,  for  the  reader  to  refer  to.     I 
would  have  idl  the  paroilica  (aa  they  are  called)  re- 
ferred to  the  author  they  imitate.— When  I  began  thia 
long  paper,  I  thought  I  ahould  have  tilled  it  with 
setting  down  the  several  passages  I  had  marked  in  the 
edition  I  had ;  but  I  find  it  unnecessary,  ao  many  of 
them  falling  under  the  same  rule.     After  twenty  timet 
reading  the  whole,  I    never,  in  my  opinion,  saw  so 
much  good  satire,  or  more  good  sense,  in  so  many  lines. 
How  it  passes  in  Dublin  I  know  not  yet ;  but  I  am 
sure  it  will  be  a  great  disadvantage  to  the  poem  that 
the  persona  and  facta  will  not  be  understood  till  an  ex- 
planation comes  out,  and  a  very  full  one.     I  imagine 
It  is  not  to  be  publiahed  till  toward  winter,  when  folka 
begin  to  gather  in  town.      Agahi  I  inaiat,  vou  muat 
have  your  aateriaka  filled  up  with  aome  real  names  of 
real  dunces. 

I  am  now  reading  your  preceding  letter  of  June 
28,  and  find  that  all  1  have  advised   above  is  men- 
tioned there.     I  would  be  glad  to  know  whether  the 
quarto  edition  is  to  come  out  anonymoualy,  aa  pub- 
liahed  by  the  commentator,   with  all   hia  pomp  of 
prefaces,  &c,  and  among  many  complaints  of^apurioua 
editions  t  I  am  thinking  whether  the  editor  should  not 
follow  the  old  atyle  of  thia  excellent  author,  &c.,  and 
refine  in  many  places  when  you  meant  no  refinement ; 
and  into   the  bargain,  take  all  the  load  of  namiue 
the  duncea,  their qualitiea,  histories,  and  performances! 
Aa  to  youraelf,  I  doubt  you  want  a  apurrer-on  to 
exerciae  and  to  amuaementa ;  but  to  talk  of  decay  at 
your  aeaaon  of  life  is  a  jest.     But  you  are  not  so  regu- 
lar as  I.     You  are  the  most  temperate  man  Godward, 
and   the  most   intemperate  yourtelfward    of  most  I 
have  known.    I  suppose  Mr.  Gay  will  return  from  the 
Bath  with  twenty  pounds  more  flesh,  and  two  hundred 
leaa  in  money  :    Providence  never  deaigned  him  to  be 
above  two-and-twenty  by  hia  tboughtlesaneaa  and  cul- 
libility.     He  haa  aa  little  foreaight  of  age,  aickneaa,  po- 
verty, or  loea  of  admirers,  as  a  girl  of  fifteen.     By  the 
way,  I  must  observe  that  my  lord  Bolingbroke  (from 
the  effects  of  bis  kindness  to  me)  argues  moat  aophia- 
tically  :   the  fall  from  a  million  to  a  hundred  thouaand 
pounda  ia  not  ao  great  aa  from  eight  hundred   pounda 
a-year  to  one :    beaide^  he  ia  a  controller  of  fortune ; 
and  poverty  darea  not  look  a  great  miniater  in  the  face 
under  hia  lowest  declension.     I  never  knew  him  live 
so  greatly  and  expensively  as  he  haa  done  since  hia 
return  from  exile ;  such  mortals  have  resources  that 
others  are  not  able  to  comprehend.     But  God  bless 
you,  whose  great  geniua  haa  not  ao  tranaported  you  aa 
to  leave  you  to  the  courtesy  of  mankind ;  for  wealth  is 
liberty,  and  liberty  ia  a  Ueasing  fittest  for  a  philoao- 
pher— and  Gay  ia  a  alave  juat  by  2000/.   too   little. 
And  Horace  waa  of  my  mind,  and  let  my  lord  con- 
tradict htm  if  be  darea.  Jonatuan  SwirT. 
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TO  DR.  SHERIDAN. 

Harkct-hilU  August  2, 17S8 
OvK  friends  here,  u  well  u  myself,  were  sadly  disap- 
pointed upon  bearing  the  account  of  your  journey. 
Nobody  in  town  or  country,  as  we  were  informed,  knew 
where  you  were ;  but  I  persuaded  our  family  that  you 
were  certainly  in  a  way  of  making  yourself  easy,  and 
had  got  that  living  yon  mentioned  :  and  accordingly 
we  were  grieved  and  rejoiced  at  the  loss  and  settlement 
of  a  friend  ;  but  it  never  entered  into  our  heads  that 
you  were  bestowing  forty  days  in  several  stages  between 
constable  and  constable,  without  any  real  benefit  to 
yourself,  further  than  of  exercise ;  and  we  wished  that 
nobody  should  have  had  the  benefit  of  your  long  absence 
from  your  school  but  yourself,  by  a  good  living,  or  we 
by  your  good  company ;  much  less  that  the  pleasure  of 

spiting  T I  Richard  Tighe]  had  been  your  great 

motive.  I  heartily  wish  you  were  settled  at  Hamilton's 
Bawn,  and  I  would  be  apt  to  advise  you  not  to  quit 
your  thoughts  that  way,  if  ^e  matter  may  be  thought 
to  bear ;  for,  by  a  letter  I  just  received  from  the  bishop 
of  Cork,  which  was  short  and  dry,  with  the  stale  ex- 
cuse of  pre-engagements,  I  doubt  you  can  hope  nothing 
from  him.  As  to  what  you  call  my  exercise,  1  have 
long  quitted  it :  it  gave  me  too  much  constraint,  and 
the  world  does  not  deserve  it.  We  may  keep  it  cold 
(ill  the  middle  of  winter. 

As  to  my  return,  there  are  many  speculations.  I  am 
well  here,  and  hate  removals:  my  scheme  was,  that 
you  should  come  hither,  as  you  say,  and  I  return  with 
you  in  your  chaise.  Sir  Arthur,  on  hearing  your  let- 
ter, pressed  me  to  stay  longer.  I  am  a  very  busy  man, 
such  as  at  Quilca,  which  you  will  know  when  you 
come ;  yet  I  would  contrive  to  be  pressed  more  to  stay 
till  Christmas,  and  then  you  may  contrive  to  be  here 
again,  and  take  me  back  with  you  time  enough  for  my 
own  visitation ;  and  my  reason  for  staying  is,  to  be  here 
the  planting  and  pruning  time,  &c.  I  hate  Dublin, 
and  love  the  retirement  here  and  the  civility  of  my 
hosts.  This  is  my  state  and  humour  upon  it,  and  ac- 
cordingly you  are  to  manage  my  scheme.  However,  I 
would  have  you  keep  your  vacation  of  September  here ; 
and  let  Mrs.  Brent  send  me  a  doxen  guineas  (half  of 
them  half  guineas)  by  you,  and  a  periw  ig,  and  a  new 
riding-gown  and  cassock,  and  whatever  else  1  may 
want  by  a  longer  absence,  provided  you  will  resolve 
and  swear  tliat  I  shall  stay. 

I  had  all  Mrs.  Brent^s  packets  by  Mr.  Little.  My 
service  to  Mrs.  Dingley.  I  cannot  say  that  I  have 
more  to  say  than  to  say  that  I  am,  &c. 

Jonathan  Swift. 


TO  DR,  SHERIDAN. 

Msrket-hiU,  Septemlwr  18,  1728. 
My  continuance  here  is  partly  owing  to  indolence,  an<l 
partly  to  my  hatred  to  Dublin.  I  am  in  a  middling 
way,  between  healthy  and  sick,  hardly  ever  without  a 
little  giddiness  or  deafness,  and  sometimes  both :  so 
much  for  that.  As  to  what  you  call  my  lesson,  I  told 
you  1  would  think  no  more  of  it,  neither  do  I  conceive 
the  world  deserves  so  much  trouble  from  you  or  me. 
I  diink  the  sufferings  of  the  country  for  want  of  silver 
deserve  a  paper,*»  suice  the  remedy  is  so  easy,  and  those 
in  power  so  negligent.  I  had  some  other  subjects  in 
my  thoughts :  but  truly  I  am  taken  up  so  much  with 
long  lampoons  on  a  person  who  owns  you  for  a  back, 
that  1  have  no  time  for  anything  else  :  and  if  I  do  not 

tiroduce  one  every  now  and  then  of  about  two  hundred 
ines,  I  am  chid  for  my  idleness  and  threatened  with 
vnif.      1  desire  you  will  step  to  the  deanery,  speak  to 

at  of  rir  Arthur  Acheaon. 

"  InteUigtmcer."  tho  IVth  number  of  which  is  on  this 


Mrs.  Brenty*  bid  her  opea  the  middle  great  dzt*? 
of  Ridgeway's  scrutoire  lu  my  duset,  and  tbeii  dt»  Tn 
take  out  from  thence  the  history^  in  folio,  nurU* 
cover;  and  two  thin  folios,  fairly  written.  I  te 
the  tiUes,  but  you  have  read  them ;  one  is  an  sccm&i 
of  the  proceedings  of  lord  Oxford's  ministry,  snd  t^ 
other  c  to  the  same  purpose.  There  are  foul  co6\n  J 
both  in  the  same  <uawer,  but  do  you  take  oat  tbe  Us 
ones,  not  in  my  hand.  Let  them  be  packed  up  a?h 
brought  hither  by  the  bearer.  My  lady  is  perpetoi. 
quarrelling  with  sir  Arthur  and  me,  and  shovi  riff? 
creature  the  libels  I  have  writ  against  her.' 

Mr.  Worrall  sent  me  the  particulars  of  the  siTir 
made  in  Naboth's  vineyard.*    The  d bunt  U 

I  think  lady  Dun  s  burning  would  be  an  adminLir 
subject  to  show  how  hateful  an  animal  a  kninaD  cm- 
ture  is  that  is  known  to  have  never  done  ynj  ga<^ 
The  rabble  all  rejoicing,  &c.,  which  they  would  erf 
have  done  at  any  misfortune  to  a  man  knovsisiv 
charitable. 

I  wuh  you  could  get  in  with  the  primate,  en  * 
accotmt  of  some  discourse  about  you  beie  tiHUf  li*^ 
Whaley  and  Walmsley.  Whaley  goes  to  Dabiiae 
Monday  next  in  order  for  England.  I  would  \»f* 
you  see  him.  I  fancy  you  may  do  some  good  t*^ 
the  primate  as  to  the  first  good  vacant  school,  if  to* 
wheedle  him  and  talk  a  little  Whiggishly. 

JoNATttAK  Svin. 


MR.  POPE  TO  DR.  SHERIDAM. 

Sir, — I  thank  you  kindly  for  your  news  of  the  dw'' 
St.  Patrick's  for  your  "Per8ius,f"  for  everything  tii>« 
letter.  I  will  use  my  wannest  endeftvoms  to  tmt  ^ 
Whaley.  Beside  his  own  merit,  tJic  demerit  of  ha*- 
tagonist  goes  into  the  scale,  and  the  dean  telh  m  l'^  "* 
a  coadjutant  of  that  fool  Smedley.  You  roos  laj» 
seen,  but  you  cannot  [have  read,  what  he  has  li[" 
published  against  our  friend  and  me.  The  oui?  y^ 
sure  a  bad  writer  can  give  me  he  has  given,  tbit  "i 
being  abused  with  my  betters  and  my  frieodc  ^  I  ^'^ 
much  pleased  with  most  of  the  •*  Iiitelligencm."  ^'i* ' 
am  a  little  piqued  at  the  author  of  them  for  i»t  (W^ 
doing  me  the  nonour  of  a  mention  upon  so  booooni^i 
an  occasion  as  being  slandered  by  the  donees,  to^^^ 
with  my  friend  the  dean,  who  is  properly  the  aiitiJ^^ 
the  "  Duuciad  :"  it  had  never  been  written  butai  n 
request,  and  for  his  deafness :  for,  had  he  bew  tW**- 
converse  with  me,  do  you  think  1  had  amused  mytti* 
so  ill  f  I  will  not  trouble  you  with  amendmen*  *"  * 
imperfect  an  edition  as  is  now  published  j  you  \nl)«^ 
see  a  better,  with  a  full  and  true  commentsiy,  ^f 
all  mistakes  right,  and  branding  none  but  oui  ^ 
cattle.  Some  very  good  epigrams  on  the  gvotlesK*  « 
the  "  Dunciad'*  have  been  sent  me  from  Oxf«mt.  3£« 
others  of  the  London  authors.  If  1  had  an  smao'^'^* 
(which  is  a  thing  neither  I  nor  my  common  tHflw"^ 
worth)  you  should  have  them  with  this.  If  po'  ^'' 
versity  or  town  have  produced  any  on  this  suhjec'H'J 
send  them  me,  or  keep  them  at  least  togethff.  f^^*^* 
other  day  they  may  all  meet. 

I  have  written  to  the  dean  just  now  by  Mr.  K^'^ 
ton,  who  charges  himself  with  this,  and  hare  insfrtrf* 
hint  or  two  of  his  libelling  the  lady  of  the  famil;-  ■» 
as  innocent  a  manner  as  he  does  it,  he  will  hsrfly  «*^ 
pect  1  had  any  information  of  it 

•  The  dean's  honsekeeper- 

^  "  History  of  the  P««ee  of  Utic^it.** 

^  "  The  State  of  AlTttln  in  I7U.'*  ,.     . 

d  See  "  Hamilion'B  Bawn.  or  the  Gr*BdQ«e***o"J*r^,. 

•  A  field,  not  far  fVom  the  deanery-hoiur,  '^*'Vii  iJ» 
enclosed  at  a  gwat  ezpease  with  a  Itne  •*o"*^^"  J^  „.» 


brick,  against  which  he  planted  Tinea  and  the  *«*5*^  't- 
tr«H!8.  for  the  benefit  of  the  doan  of  Sk.VatiA.**  It*  »  «- 
beiuff 
r  A  prose  Innslalion  by  Dr.  Shnsldan 
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Qgh  I  am  a  rnj  ill  corretpondent,  I  ihall  at  all 
be  glad  to  have  the  favour  of  a  line  from  you. 
f7«ight  it  bad,  my  head  often  in  pain,  my  time 
igrly  taken  up.  Were  I  my  own  matter  (which,  1 
i  God,  I  yet  am,  in  all  pointo  but  one,  where  bu- 
tty only  constrains  me^  I  would  inikllibly  see 
i)d  before  I  die.  But  whether  that,  or  many  other 
'rev  little  though    warm  dengfns^  will  ever  take 

Califcinow  noete  |n«mlt  Dstu. 
I  am  (wherever  I  am)  the  dean's  and  the  deans 

tdiy  aiid  consequently  fiiithfuily,  sir,  your  a0'eo- 
^    te  lervant,  Alsxandeb  Pope. 


TO  MR.  WORRALL^ 

September  S8, 1728. 
■AD  ill  the  letters  given  me  by  my  servants ;  so  tell 
bi.  Brviit  and  Dr.  Sheridan :  and  I  thank  you  for  the 
leit  care  you  had  in  the  commissions  I  troubled  you 
lib. 

1  inisgine  Mrs.  Brent  is  gone  into  the  country  but 
at  jrou  know  where  to  send  to  her.     I  desire  you  will 
iy  her  four  pounds,  and  tixteen  pounds  to  Mrs.  Diug< 
V.  and  take  their  receipts.     1  beg  Mrs.  Diiigley's  par- 
m  for  not   remembering  her  debt  sooner,    and  my 
itnble  lervice  to  her.     I  desire  Mrs.  Brant  to  send  me 
« t)c8t  receipt  she  has  for  making  meath :  she  may 
■Mi  me  her  receipt  for  making  the  strong  meath,  and 
lat  fur  making  the  next  strong,  and  the  third  strong. 
«n  wss  always  too  strong ;  and  on  that  account  ihe 
1*  ao  wilful  1  would  suffer  her  to  make  no  more. 
Ime  is  a  vexatious  thing  happened  about  the  usque- 
Wfb  for  my  lord  Bolingbroxe.     It  seems  you  only 
incted  it  for  the  earl  of  Berkeley ;  but  I  Uiougbt  i 
mI  desired  you  to  add  **  for  lord  Boliugbroke ;"  but 
im  it  nothing  in   that,  for  1  wrote  to  the  earl  of 
^eiey  to  give  him  notice.      But  Mr.  Gavan,  who 
ttrried  a  daughter  of  Mrs.  Kenna,  who  keeps  the  inn 
'  Chester,  hiuh  just  sent  me  a  letter,  informing  me 
at  the  usQuebaugh  came  to  Park-gate,  within  seven 
Hn  of  Ciiester ;  and  that  Mr.  WhitUe,  the  owner  of 
r  ibip,  was  to  deliver  it  himself;  but  he  sent  it  by  a 
tt  of  a  noted  bad,cbaracter,  who,  as  Mrs.  Kenna  sup. 
iKi.  kept  it  some  time,  and  opened  it  before  he  deli* 
svd  it ;   for,  immediately  upon   the  delivery  of  it, 
n,  Kenna  sent  to  Park-gate,  to  have  the  usquebaugh 
Might  up  to  Chester ;   but  was  told  that  the  fellow 
d  brought  it  away ;    that  he  said  he  sent  it  as  di- 
:tcd ;  but  that  no  doubt  he  must  have  some  view  of 
ying  himself  for  the  trouble,  which  made  him  so 
*y ;  but  whether  it  was  by  changing  the  usquebaugh, 
ovfrratiug  the  charges  of  it,  Mr.  Gavan  could  not 
1;  but  adds  that,  if  1  should  hear  of  anything  amiss, 
huttld  wrile'to  Mn,  Kenna,  his  mother,  who  will  eu- 
ivuur  to  make  the  fellow  do  me  iustice.     All  this  I 
ft  transcribed  from  Mr.  Gavan*s  letter ;  and  I  desire 
n  will  call  upon  his  father,  Mr.  Luke  Gavan,  (who 
I  known  man  in  Dublin,)  and  desire  him,  when  be 
itc»  to  his  SOD,  to  give  my  service  to  him  and  Mn. 
not,  and  let  them  know  I  will  do  as  thev  direct.     I 
I  VCTy  unfortunate  in  this  affair ;  but  have  no  re- 
dy;  however,   I  will  write  to  lord   Bulingbroke: 
«^h  1  fear  I  am  cheated  of  it  all :  for  I  do  not  find 
t  the  fellow  demanded  anything  from  Mrs.  Kerma, 
came  to  her  at  all.     Your  new  fancies  of  making 
riiliiig.gQwn  and  cassock  (I  mean  Mn.  Brent's  fau- 
I)  do  not  please  me  at  all,  because  thev  differ  so 
ich  from  my  old  one.     You  are  a  bad  packer  of  bad 
pe«.    Mn,  Dingley  says  she  cannot  persuade  Mn. 
Tit  to  take  a  vomit.     Is  she  not  (do  not  tell  her)  an 

Nicnr  of  St.  PfetHck*s.  •  quiet  and  intelligent  man.  with 
>Ri  S»iR  liTfid  on  a  very  enay  footing,  oecaalooally  dlnioic 
U  hotiw  ftt  a  9«M9A  beard. 


old  foolt  she  has  made  me  take  many  a  one  without 
mercy.  Pray  give  Mn.  Worrell  a  thousand  thanks 
from  me  for  her  kind  present  and  workmanship  of  her 
iairest  hands  in  making  me  two  nightc^w. 

We  have  a  design  upon  Sheridan.  He  sent  us  in 
print  a  ballad  upon  fiallyspellin,  in  which  he  has  em- 
ployed all  the  rhymes  he  could  find  to  that  word ;  but 
we  have  found  fifteen  mora,  and  employed  them  in 
abusing  his  ballad  and  Ballyspellin  too.  I  hera  send 
you  a  copy,  and  desire  you  will  get  it  printed  privately, 
and  published. 

Your  periwig-maker  is  a  cursed  rogue.  The  wig 
he  gave  you  is  an  old  one  with  a  new  cawl,  and  so  big 
that  1  cannot  wear  it,  and  the  curls  all  fallen  :  I  just 
tried  it  on  my  head ;  hut  1  cannot  wear  it.  1  am  ever 
youn^  &c. 

Jonathan  Swift. 


FROM  MR.  POPE. 

Bath  November  14,  )7t8. 
I  HAVE  passed  six  weeks  in  quest  of  health,  and  found 
it  not :  out  I  found  the  folly  of  solicitude  about  it  in 
a  hundred  instances :  the  contrariety  of  opinions  and 
practices,  the  inability  of  pliysicians,  the  blind  obe- 
dience of  some  patients,  and  as  blind  rebellion  of  othen. 
I  believe,  at  a  certain  time  of  life,  men  ara  either  foola 
or  physicians  for  themselves ;  and  sealott  or  divines  for 
themselves. 

It  was  much  in  my  hopes  ^t  yon  intended  us  a 
winter's  visit,   but  last  week  I  repented   that  wish, 
having  been  alarmed  with  a  report  of  your  lying  ill 
on  the  road  ttonk  Ireland ;  from  which  I  am  just  ra- 
lieved  by  an  assurance  that  you  ara  still  at  sir  Arthnr*a 
[sir  Ardiur   Acheson]    planting  and    building;    two 
things  that  I  envy  you  for,  besides  a  third,  which  is  the 
society  of  a  valuable  lady.     I  conclude,  though  I  know 
nothing  of  it,  that  you  quarrel  with  her  and  abuse  her 
every  day  if  she  is  so.     I  wonder  I  bear  of  no  lam- 
poons upon  her,  either  made  by  yourself  or  by  others^ 
because  you  esteem  her.     I  think  it  a  vast  pleasure 
that,  whenever  two  people  of  merit  regard  one  another, 
so  many  scoundrels  envy  and  ara  angry  at  them ;  it 
is  bearing  testimony  to  a  merit    fhey  cannot  reach ; 
and  if  you  knew  the  infinite  content  I  have  received  of 
late  at  the  finding  youn  and  my  name  constantly 
united  in  any  silly  scandal,  I  think  yon  would  go  near 
to  sing  lo  T)ri$impke !  and  celebrate  my  happiness  in 
verse :  and  I  believe,  if  you  will  not,  I  shaJl.     The 
inscription  to  the  *<  Dunciad  **  is  now  printed*  and  in- 
serted in  the  poem.     Do  you  care  I  should  say  anything 
further  how  much  that  poem  is  youn  f  since  certainly 
without  you  it  had  never  been.     Would  to  God  we 
were  together  for  the  rest  of  our  lives !  the  whole  weight 
of  scribblen  would  just  serve  to  find  us  amusement, 
and  not  more.    I   hope  you  are  too  well  employed  to 
mind  them ;  every  stick  you  plant,  and  every  stone 
you  lay,  is  to  some  purpose ;  but  the  business  of  such 
lives  as  thein  is  but  to  die  daily,  to  labour  and  raise 
nothing.     I  only  wish  we  could  comfort  each  other 
under  our  bodily  infirmities,  and   let  those  who  have 
so  great  a  mind  to  have  more  wit  than  we  win  it  and 
wear  it.     Give  us  but  ease,  health,  peace,  and   fair 
weather!     1  think  it  is  the  best  wish  in  the  world,  and 
you  know  whose  it  was.     If  I  lived  in  Ireland,  I  fear 
the  wet  climate  would  endanger  more  than  my  life, 
my  humour  and  health,  I  am  so  atmospherical  a  crea- 
ture. 

I  must  not  omit  acquainting  yon  that  what  you 
heard  of  the  words  spoken  of  yuu  in  (be  dnwmg-room 
was  not  true.  The  sayings  of  princes  are  generally  as 
ill  related  as  the  sayings  of  wits.  To  such  reporto 
little  of  our  regard  should  be  givai,  and  leas  of  our 
comluct  influenced  by  them. 
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TO  THE  REV.  MR.  WALLIS. 


Markft-hiU.  November  18. 17S8. 
Sib, — I  am  extremely  obliged  to  jou  for  yomr  kind 
inteution  in  the  purchase  you  mention;  but  it  will 
not  answer  mv  design,  because  these  lands  are  let  in 
leases  renewable  for  ever,  and  consequently  can  never 
have  the  rent  raised ;  which  is  mortal  to  all  estates  left 
for  ever  to  a  public  use,  and  is  contrary  to  a  funda- 
mental maxim  of  mine ;  and  most  corporations  feel 
the  smart  of  it. 

I  have  been  here  several  months,  to  amuse  me  in 
my  disorders  of  giddiness  and  deafness,  of  which  I  have 
frequent  returns — and  I  shall  hardly  return  to  Dublin 
till  Christmas. 

I  am  truly  grieved  a^  your  great  loss.*  Such  mis- 
fortunes seem  to  break  the  whole  scheme  of  man's  life, 
and  although  time  may  lesscsi  sorrow,  yet  it  caimot 
hinder  a  man  from  feeling  the  want  of  so  near  a  com- 
panion, nor  hardly  supply  it  with  another.  I  wish  you 
healUi  and  happiness,  and  that  the  pledge  ^  left  you 
may  prove  a  comfort.  I  am,  with  great  sincerity,  yuur 
must  obliged  and  most  humble  servant, 

Jonathan  Swift. 


DR.  SHERIDAN  TO  LORD  MOUNTCASHEL 

Deoemher  1.  17W. 
Mv  Lord, — I  dedicate  to  you  this  edition  and  trans- 
lation of  ^'Persius,*'*  as  an  acknowledgment  for  the  great 
pleasure  you  gave  me  in  the  first  part  of  your  educa- 
tion, which,  by  your  own  application  and  goodness  of 
temper,  was  attended  with  a  success  equal  to  my  wishes. 

And  since  you  still  proceed  in  tiie  same  paths  of 
diligence  and  virtue  in  the  university,  where  you  have 
already  distinguished  yourself  in  a  very  short  time,  it 
lays  a  further  obligation  upon  me  to  return  you  my 
thanks  in  this  public  manner  for  having  so  faithfully 
regarded  the  last  advice  which  1  gave  you. 

When  I  hear  from  your  governors  with  whatresi)ect 
and  deference  you  treat  them ;  how  cheerful  you  are 
in  your  obedience  to  their  commands ;  that  you  are 
constant  in  all  duties  enjoined  you  by  the  statutes 
(too  much  hitherto  neglected  by  those  of  your  quality) ; 
that  you  are  regular  iu  your  life,  decent  in  your  be- 
haviour, good-natured  and  civil  to  your  d^mpauiuns, 
whom  you  have  prudently  chosen  from  among  tne  best ; 
that  you  are  diligent  iu  your  studies;  with  many  other 
additions  to  your  character  which  very  much  redound 
to  your  honour ;  I  then  return  my  thanks  to  God,  and 
think  all  my  labour  on  your  account  rewarded  in  the 
noblest  and  the  best  manner. 

You  are  now  in  a  situation  of  taking  two  the  most 
delightful  prospects  that  a  generous  mind  can  have. 
First,  you  can  look  hack  upon  a  gtx>d  and  honourable 
reputation,  left  behind  you  among  your  schoolfellows. 
You  can  behold  that  ardent  emulation  in  must  of  them 
which  you  kindled  in  their  breasts  by  your  example; 
aiid  thus  you  see  yourself  a  blessed  instrument  of  bring- 
iug  others  into  the  road  of  honour  and  virtue,  which 
you  naturally  followed  upon  the  first  direction.  The 
next  prospect  is,  that  you  are  now  placed  on  a  more 
public  stage,  among  the  hopeftdest  young  gentlemen  of 
this  kingdom,  who  are  already  so  far  influenced  by  your 
example  that  they  rather  seem  willing  to  contend  with 
you  in  the  race  than  to  follow ;  and  this  by  your  own 
encouragement.  Consider,  my  lord,  the  good  you  now 
do  is  not  confined  to  the  present  age ;  but  those  to 
come  shall  show  the  efiects  of  your  virtue,  and  poetei  ity 
shall  bleis  you  for  giving  an  aldvautage  to  them,  which 
they  can  only  requite  by  the  greatest  esteem  they  will 
preserve  fur  your  memory. 

•  Hie  death  of  Mr*.  WallU 
k  A  MiB.  afterwards  a  b^rrister-at-law. 
c  A  litenl  traoslatiou  iu  piuae,  mblfahed  al  Dublio  by  G. 
GrietKiD,  1728. 


I  shall  make  you  no  compliments  npob  your  birtii 
or  title,  for  which,  you  and  your  schwilfelluvs  » 9 
witness  for  me  that  I  never  did  once  either  distioguiA 
or  spare  you  while  you  were  under  my  cue.  Nctt>t 
shall  I  ever  allow  you  any  merit  from  the  mere  wAra* 
tages  of  fortune.  Besides,  I  always  oliserved  you  mua 
more  fond  of  the  genealogies  of  the  Greek  and  Rcaa 
heroes  than  of  your  own.  There  you  found  m>  iD«r.| 
wonderful  examples  of  iitely,  wisdom,  justice,  furttnid^ 
love  to  tlieir  country,  fiuthfulness  to  their  fricitdk  eiti| 
action  great,  noble,  and  truly  humane,  that  it  is  uut « 
be  wondered  your  character  exceeds  your  yesn,  «tti 
you  endeavoured  to  borrow  most  of  it  from  tbem.  it 
which  every  wise  man  will  acquit  you.  since  tbmuf 
so  few  examples  in  the  present  world  that  will  daeni 
your  imitation.  But  the  great  characters  of  sutiqciyl 
are  such  as  yon  may  safely  follow  in  everytbiug  ^ 
is  great  and  good.  And  although  it  hath  ben  )  a 
misfortune  to  live  in  a  country  not  the  most  iorr^ 
scene  to  employ  thoee  talents  which  God  haib  cna 
you,  and  which  your  own  disposition,  added  to  tbc  r^-v 
of  your  instructors,  is  so  lixely  to  improve,  ret  ^ 
not  that  be  a  discouragement  from  perserennc  • 
qualify  yourself  for  appearing  one  day  wba«  m 
can  shine  to  more  advantage. 

But  my  seal  for  your  nappinen  makes  mc  forf.t 
that  you  are  now  under  governors  much  fitter  to  d-r^ 
you  in  your  future  conduct.  I  shall  tfaerefere  t^ 
join  with  them  in  my  good  wishes  for  a  blennf « 
their  labours.  *^  Si  agricolam  arbor  ad  fructnm  ^ 
ducta  delectat ;  si  pastor  ex  foetn  gregts  sui  cspit  i?- 
luptatem  ;  si  alumnum  suum  nemo  aliter  inturtnr  qas 
ut  adolescentiam  illius  suam  judicet,  quid  efa-r* 
credis  his  qui  ingeuia  educaverunt,  et  qui  tencn  forva- 
verunt,  adulta  subito  videntt  A»ero  te  miki.  Mm^ 
opus  es.**  [Seneca,  Ep.  31.]  My  case,  my  lord,  iitt)^ 
very  same.  Yon  are  a  pUmt  of  my  own  resring;  tni 
although  you  be  now  removed  to  another  soil,  the  an>' 
delight  which  I  conceived  at  your  prosperous  frovi 
makes  me  earnest  in  my  expectations  to  see  tbe  fni- 
May  you  never  disappoint  our  hopes,  but  becow  i 
true  son  of  the  church,  a  loyal  subject  to  your  pnacr. 
a  faithful  friend  to  your  country,  and  an  boooiv  ^ 
the  age  you  live  in !  May  all  happiness  and  «ft^ 
attend  you  to  the  last  period  of  your  life.  I  sm.  V 
lord,  with  true  respect,  esteem,  axid  afirection.your»^ 
obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

Thomas  SaBxiM>. 


FROM  MR.  OAT. 


1, 1T« 

Dbak  Si  11,^1  think  this  is  my  fourth  letter.  I  >^ 
sure  it  is  the  third,  without  any  answer.  If  I  b*^  ^} 
assurance  of  your  health  1  should  have  been  vat 
easy.  I  should  have  written  to  you  upon  this  solK' 
above  a  month  ago,  had  it  not  been  for  a  renst  ^ 
ynu  were  upon  the  road  in  your  way  to  Ex^u^- 
which  I  fear  now  was  without  foundatioD.  ^^^ 
money,  with  part  of  my  own,  is  still  in  the  h»n^  * 
lord  Bathurst,  which  I  believe  he  will  keep  no  )f^^ 
but  repay  upon  his  coming  to  town  ;  when  I  vil^  <Sj 
deavour  to  dippnse  of  it  as  I  do  of  ray  own,  uaI'*  * 
receive  your  orders  to  the  contrary.  Lord  szid  U;|^ 
Bolingbroke  are  in  town :  she  has  been  lately  to;  B1 
but  is  now  somewhat  better.  I  have  had  a  vor  sr^fl* 
attack  of  a  fever,  which,  by  the  care  of  our  (nta^  ^ 
Arbuthuot,  has,  1  hojie,  almost  left  me.  1  hsve  !«& 
confined  about  ten  days,  but  never  to  my  bed. » **^ 
I  hope  soon  to  get  abroad  about  my  business :  tbit  & 
the  care  of  the  second  part  of  the  '*  Beggan*  9^^ 
which  was  almost  ready  for  rehearsal ;  but  Kicb  »- 
ceived  the  duke  of  Graftoirs  commands  (u]^  *^ 
information  that  he  was  rehearsing  a  play  ini|v^'{*^  ^ 
be  represented)  not  to  reheaise  any  new  pby  absiw*'- 
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aai 


tl]  hii  grace  ha*  leen  it.  What  will  become  of  it  I 
(now  not ;  but  I  am  aure  I  have  written  nothing  that 
)aa  be  legally  suppretwd,  unleai  the  letting  Ticee  in 
ppticnil  in  an  odious  light,  and  Tirtue  in  an  amiable 
tie,  may  give  offence.  I  passed  five  or  six  months 
bis  y«ar  at  the  Bath  with  the  duchess  of  Marlborough ; 
ind  then,  in  the  view  of  taking  care  of  myself,  writ 
bii  piece.  If  it  goes  on,  in  case  of  success  I  have 
^en  carp  to  make  better  bargains  for  m3rself :  I  tell 
ron  thii  because  1  know  you  are  so  good  as  to  interest 
ounelf  10  warmly  in  my  affairs  that  it  is  what  you 
rould  want  to  know.     I  saw  Mr.  Pope  on  Friday,  who, 

•  to  his  health,  is  just  as  you  left  liim.  His  mother, 
ty  his  account,  is  much  the  same.  Mr.  Lewis,  who 
I  very  much  your  servant,  (as  are  all  I  have  men- 
iomd,)  telli  me  further  time  is  still  desired  of  him 
hmt  the  100/.  Dr.  Arbuthnot  particularly  desires 
lis  compliments,  and  Mrs.  Howard  often  asks  after 
ruu.    Prince  Frederick  u  expected   over  this  week. 

'  hope  to  go  abroad  in  two  or  three  days.  I  wish  I 
tnM  meet  with  you  either  alnoad  or  at  home. 

TO  MR.  WORRALL. 

Market-blU.  January  4. 17t9. 
BAD  yoar  long  letter,  and  thank  you  heartily  for 
oar  concern  about  my  health.  I  continue  very  deaf 
mi  giddy :  but,  however,  I  would  certainly  come 
0  town,  not  only  for  my  visitation,  bat  because  in 
bcM  circumstances,  and  in  winter,   I  would  rather 

•  St  home.  But  it  is  now  Saturday  night,  and  that 
csst  Sheridan  is  not  yet  come,  although  it  has  been 
kkwtng  since  Monday.  If  I  do  not  come,  you  know 
rhst  to  do. 

M  J  humble  service  to  our  friends,  as  usual. 

Jonathan  Swift. 


TO  MR.  WORRALL. 

Markst'hUl.  January  18, 17M. 

irsT  received  your  letter,  and  sboiild  never  have 
^ne  if  I  returned  you  thanks  so  often  as  I  ought 
)r  Toor  care  and  kindness  :  both  my  disorders  still 
oQtiaue;  however,  I  dedre  that  Mrs.  Brent  may 
nke  thmgs  ready,  for  my  raggednese  will  sooa 
MtM*  me  away.  I  have  been  now  ill  about  a  month, 
<it  the  family  are  so  kind  as  to  speak  loud  enough 
w  me  to  hear  them ;  and  my  deamess  is  not  so  ex* 
rnne  ss  you  have  kn<>wn  when  I  fretted  at  vour 
itnnerly  voice,  and  was  only  relieved  by  Mrs. 
'^orraU. 

1  tend  you  enclosed  the  fruit  of  my  illness,  to 
like  an  *•  Intelligencer;"  I  desire  you  will  enclose  it 
^  a  letter  to  Mrs.  Harding,  and  let  your  letter  be  in 
&  unknown  hand,  and  desire  her  to  show  it  to  the 
uthor  of  the  **  Intelligencer,"  and  to  print  it  if  he 
hinks  fit  There  is  a  leUer  you  will  find,  that  is 
D  be  prefixed  before  the  verses,  which  letter  is 
n>anded  upon  a  report ;  and  if  that  report  be  false, 
^e  former  part  of  the  letter  will  be  unseasonable,  but 
l^e  latter  will  not ;  and  therefore  the  ••  Intelligencer" 
last  be  desired  to  alter  it  accordingly. 

It  thoold  be  sent  soon,  to  come  time  enough  for 
^f  n«t « Intelligencer." 

^f^jt  in  your  letter  to  Mrs.  Harding,  desire  her 
»  make  her  people  be  more  correct,  and  that  the 
'  InteUi^aeer"  himself  may  look  over  it ;  for  that 
^vrybody  who  reads  those  papers  are  very  much 
fftpQded  with  the  continual  nonsense  made  by  her 
"ifiten.    I  am  yours,  Jonathan  Swift. 


TO  MR.  WORRALL. 

Msrkethlll,  Januaiy  U.  vm. 
Have  yours  of  the  Uth  instant,  but  you  had  not  then 
r^'^^d  my  last,  in  which  was  enclosed  a  paper  for 
^  'MnteUigencer/'  which  I   hope  you  have  dis- 


posed of  as  desired.  My  disorder  still  continues  the 
same  for  this  fortnight  p'ast,  and  I  am  neither  better 
nor  worse.  However,  I  resolve  to  return  on  the 
first  mending  of  the  weather :  these  three  last  days 
there  being  as  violent  a  storm  as  I  have  known,  which 
still  continues.  We  hare  been  told  my  lord  Mount- 
cashel*  is  dead  at  Drogheda,  but  believe  it  to  be  a  lie. 
However,  he  is  so  tender,  and  affects  so  much  vigour 
and  fatigue,  that  we  have  been  in  pain  about  him. 

I  had  a  letter  two  days  ago  which  cost  me  six 
shillings  and  four  pence  :  it  consisted  of  the  probate 
of  a  will  in  Leicestershire,  and  of  two  enclosed  let- 
ters, and  was  beyond  the  weight  of  letters  franked. 
When  I  went  a  lad  to  my  mother,  after  the  Revolu- 
tion, she  brought  me  acquainted  with  a  family  where 
there  was  a  daughter  with  whom  I  was  acquainted. 
My  prudent  mother  was  afraid  I  should  be  in 
love  with  her;  but  when  I  went  to  London  she 
married  an  innkeeper  in  Loughborough,  in  that 
county,  by  whom  she  had  several  children.  The 
old  mother  died,  and  left  all  that  she  had  to  her 
daughter  aforesaid,  separate  from  her  husband.  This 
woman  (my  mistress  with  a  pox)  left  several  chil- 
dren, who  are  all  dead  but  one  daughter,  Anne  by 
name.  This  Anne,  for  it  must  be  she  alK>ut  seven  years 
ago  wrote  to  me  from  London  to  tell  me  she  was 
daughter  of  Betty  Jones,  for  that  was  my  mistress's 
name  till  she  was  married  to  one  Perkins,  innkeeper 
at  the  George  in  Loughborough,  as  I  said  before. 
The  subject  of  the  girl's  letter  waa,  that  a  young 
lady  of  good  fortune  was  courted  by  an  Irishman 
who  pretended  to  be  barrack-maater^general  of 
Ireland,  and  desired  me,  as  an  old  acquaintance  of 
her  mother,  Betty  Jones,  alaae  Perkins,  to  inquire 
about  this  Irishman.  I  answered  that  i  knew  him 
not,  but  supposed  he  was  a  cheat :  I  heard  no  more. 
But  now  comes  a  letter  to  me  from  this  Betty  Jones, 
oAos  Perkins,  to  let  me  know  that  her  daughter  Anne 
Giles  married  an  Irishman,  one  Giles,  and  was  now 
come  over  to  Ireland  to  pick  up  some  debts  due  to 
her  husband  which  she  could  not  get ;  that  the  young 
widow  (for  her  husband  Giles  is  dead)  has  a  mind 
to  settle  in  Ireland,  and  to  deaire  I  would  lend  ber 
daughter  Giles  three  guineaa,  which  ber  mother  will 
pay  me  when  I  draw  upon  her  in  England:  and 
Mrs.  Giles  writes  me  a  letter  to  that  purpose.  She 
intends  to  take  a  shop,  and  will  borrow  the  money 
from  Mrs.  Brent  (whose  name  she  has  learned),  and 
pay  me  as  others  ao.  I  was  at  first  determined  to 
desire  you  would  from  me  make  her  a  present  of  five 
pounds,  on  account  of  her  mother  and  grandmother, 
whom  my  mother  used  to  call  cousin.  She  has  sent 
me  an  attested  copy  of  her  mother's  will,  which,  as  I 
told  you,  cost  me  six  shillings  and  four  pence.  But 
I  am  in  much  doubt ;  for,  by  her  mother's  letters,  she 
is  her  heiress,  and  the  grandmother  left  Betty  Jones, 
aUoM  Perkins,  the  mother  of  this  woman  in  Dublin, 
all  she  had,  as  a  separate  maintenance  from  her 
husband  (who  proved  a  rogue)  to  the  value  t^ 
500/.  Now  I  cannot  conceive  why  she  would  let 
her  only  daughter  and  heiress  come  to  Ireland 
without  giving  her  money  to  bear  her  charges  here 
and  put  her  in  some  way.  The  woman's  name 
is  Anne  Giles ;  she  lodges  at  one  Mrs.  Wilmot's, 
the  first  house  in  Molesworth-court,  on  the  right 
hand,  in  Fishamble-street.  I  have  told  you  this  long 
story  to  desire  you  will  send  for  the  woman — this 
Anne  Giles — and  examine  her  strictly,  to  find  if  she 
be  the  real  daughter  of  Elisabeth  Jones,  o/uis 
Perkins,  or  not ;  and  how  her  mother,  who  is  so 
well  able,  came  to  send  her  in  so  miserable  a  condi- 
tion to  Ireland.  The  errand  is  so  romantic  that  I 
know  not  what  to  say  to  it,  I  would  be  ready  to 
■  Edward  Daris,  lord  viscoant  of  MovoIbmImI. 
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Bftcrifice  five  pounds  on  old  acquaintance  to  help  the 
woman :  I  suspect  her  mother's  letters  to  be  coun- 
terfeit, for  I  remember  she  spells  like  a  kitchen- 
maid.    And  so  I  end  this  worthy  business. 

My  bookseller,  Mr.  Motte,  by  my  recommenda- 
tion, dealt  with  Mr.  Hyde :»  there  are  some  accounts 
between  them,  and  Hyde  is  in  his  debt.  He  has 
desired  me  to  speak  to  Mr.  Hyde's  executors  to 
state  the  account,  that  Mr.  Motte  may  be  in  the  way 
to  recover  the  balance.  I  wish  you  would  step  to 
Mr.  Hyde's  house  and  inquire  how  that  matter  stands, 
and  how  Mr.  Motte  is  to  be  paid.  I  suppose  Mr. 
Hyde  died  in  good  circumstances,  and  that  there  will 
be  no  danger  of  his  creditors  suffering  by  his  death. 

I  enclose  a  letter  to  Mr.  Motte,  which  you  will  be 
so  kind  to  send  to  the  post-office. 

I  desire,  likewise,  that  you  will  make  Mrs.  Brent 
buy  a  bottle  of  usquebaugh  and  leave  it  with  the 
woman  who  keeps  sir  Arthur  Acheson's  house  in 
Capel-street,  and  desire  her  to  deliver  it  to  captain 
Creichton,i>  who  lodges  at  the  Pied  Horse  in  Capel- 
street,  and  is  to  bring  down  other  things  to  my  lady 
Acheson. 

My  most  humble  service  to  Mrs.  Worrall,  Mrs. 
Dingley,  and  love  to  Mrs.  Brent. 

I  wish  you  all  a  happy  new  year. 

Jonathan  Swift. 


TO  MR.  POPE. 

Dublin,  Fefaruuv  13, 17S9. 
I  LIVED  very  easily  in  the  country.  Sir  Arthur  is  a 
man  of  sense  and  a  scholar,  has  a  good  voice,  and 
my  lady  a  better :  she  is  perfecUy  well  bred  and  de- 
sirous to  improve  her  understanding,  which  is  very 
good,  but  cultivated  too  much  like  a  fine  lady.  She 
was  my  pupil  there,  and  severely  chid  when  she  read 
wrong ;  with  that  and  walking,  and  making  twenty 
little  amusing  improvements,  and  writing  family 
verses  of  mirth  by  way  of  libels  on  my  lady,  my 
time  passed  very  well,  and  in  very  great  order  ;  in- 
finitely better  than  here,  where  I  see  no  creature  but 
my  servants  and  my  old  presbyterian  housekeeper, 
denying  myself  to  everybody  till  I  shall  recover  my 
ears. 

The  account  of  another  lord-lieutenant  was  only 
in  a  common  newspaper  when  I  was  in  the  country ; 
and  if  it  should  have  happened  to  be  true  I  would 
have  desired  to  have  had  access  to  him,  as  the  situa- 
tion I  am  in  requires.  But  this  renews  the  grief  for 
the  death  of  our  friend  Mr.  Congreve,«  whom  I  loved 
from  my  youth,  and  who,  surely,  beside  his  other 
talents,  vnis  a  very  agreeable  companion.  He  had 
the  misfortune  to  squander  away  a  very  good  consti- 
tution in  his  younger  days ;  and  I  think  a  man  of 
sense  and  merit  like  him  is  bound  in  conscience  to 
preserve  his  health  ibr  the  sake  of  his  friends  as  well  as 
of  himself.  Upon  his  own  account  I  could  not  much 
desire  the  continuance  of  his  life  under  so  much  pain 
and  so  many  infirmities.  Years  have  not  yet  hard- 
dened  me,  and  I  have  an  addition  of  weight  on  my 

^  Mr.  John  Hyde,  an  eminent  buokaeller  of  Dublin,  of  lair 
good  character. 

<>  The  ancient  cavalier  and  drsgoon  ofKeer,  whoie  Memoirawlll 
be  found  in  vol.  i.  p.  576. 

c  He  wae  certainly  one  of  the  most  polite,  pleasing,  and  well> 
bred  men  of  all  hie  contemporaries.  And  ft  might  have  been 
said  of  him,  aa  of  Cowley,  '*  You  wonid  nt«t,  from  hisoonvena- 
tion,  have  known  him  to  nave  been  a  wit  and  a  poet,  K  was  an 
unasBiiminR  and  couTteous."  Swift  had  always  a  great  regaid 
and  affection  fur  him ;  and  introduced  him,  though  a  strenuous 
Whig,  to  the  favour  of  lord  Oxford  It  Is  remarkable  that  on 
tile  flrst  oublication  Congreve  thought  "The  Tale  of  a  Tub*' 
gross  ana  insipid.  Swift,  in  a  copy  of  verses  to  Dr.  Delany, 
drew  a  picture  of  Congreve's  fortune  and  situation,  which  Is 
unfair  and  overcharged.  For  the  honour  of  government,  Con- 
greve had  several  good  places  oonCerred  on  him.  and  enjoyed 
an  affluent  tnoome. 


spirits  since  we  lost  him ;  though  I  saw  him  so  ieUo2. 
and  possibly  if  he  had  lived  on,  should  never  bi 
seen  him  more.  I  do  not  only  wish,  as  you  ask  tn. 
that  I  was  unacquainted  with  any  deseniiu^perw 
but  almost  that  J  never  had  a  firiend.  Here  u  r 
ingenious  good-humoured  physician,  a  fine  pfcii^ 
man,  an  excellent  scholar,  easy  in  his  fortuiie^.  km 
to  everybody,  has  abundance  of  friends,  entenu^ 
them  often  and  liberally:  they  pass  the  eveninfwti 
him  at  cards,  with  plenty  of  good  meat  and  wiif- 
eight  or  a  dozen  together :  he  loves  them  til  ce 
they  him:  he  has  twenty  of  these  at  comffluui:'- 
one  of  them  dies  it  is  no  more  than  poor  Ton ;  v 
gets  another  or  takes  up  with  the  rest,  snd  i>  t^ 
more  moved  than  at  the  loss  of  his  cat :  he  o(^ . 
nobody,  is  easy  with  everybody :  is  not  this  •_•' 
truly  happy  man  Y  I  was  describing  him  to  ict  b<i 
Acheson  who  knows  him  too ;  but  she  haie«  :a 
mortally  by  my  character,  and  will  not  drinV  t» 
health.  I  would  give  half  my  fortune  for  Xhfvs, 
temper,  and  yet  I  cannot  say  I  love  it,  for  I  do  s^ 

love  my  lord ,  who  is  much  of  the  doctor'^  Br 

ture.  I  hear  Mr.  Qay's  second  opera  vbich  )t 
mentioned  is  forbid ;  and  then  he  will  be  onrf  nr 
fit  to  be  advised  and  reject  your  advice.    Adifa. 

JOMATHAM  Svin. 


ADVERTISEMENT  BY  DR.  SWIPT. 
IK  HIS   DEFENCE   A0AIN8T  JOSHUA  LOBD  AUl^ 

Ftslvnsiy  1*.  .T 
'*  Whehbas  Dr.  Jonathan  Swift,  dean  of  St.  F» 
trick's,  Dublin,  hath  been  credibly  infonoei  'm 
on  Friday,  the  13th  of  this  instant  Februsrv,  ao:- 
tain  person  did,  in  a  public  place  and  in  the  htt-': 
of  a  great  number,  apply  himself  to  the  rigbt  if- 
nourable  the  lord  mayor  of  this  city  and  sofoecfr^ 
brethren  in  the  following  reproachAil  manner:  '^,' 
lord,  you  and  your  city  can  squander  away  the  f^ 
lie  money  in  giving  a  gold  box  to  a  fi^oir  vbo  u* 
libelled  {he  government!'  or  words  to  that  df*^' 
Now,  if  the  said  words,  or  word*  to  the  like  e*^- 
were  intended  against  him,  the  said  dean,  ud  •  > 
reflection  on  the  right  hon.  the  lord  mayor,  ^^ 
men,  and  commons,  for  the  decreeing  ims]uiD<'«^* 
and  in  full  assembly  the  freedom  of  this  eitr  u>  '*' 
said  dean,  in  an  honourable  manner,  on  arcooBi  € 
an  opinion  they  had  conceived  of  some  semcndfi^ 
by  him  the  said  dean  to  this  city  and  to  the  kisfi^ 
in  general,  the  said  dean  doth  declare  that  tb«  *>* 
words,  or  words  to  the  like  effect,  are  insolent,  h^' 
scandalous,  malicious,  and  in  a  particolsr  laosa 
perfidious :  the  said  person  who  is  reported  to  b^ 
spoken  the  said  or  the  like  words  having  for  «^ 
years  past,  and  even  within  some  fiew  dayn,  fo^^^ 
a  great  friendship  for  the  said  dean,  and,  vbtf ' 
hardly  credible,  sending  a  common  friend  of  ^^ 
dean  and  himself,  not  many  hours  after  the  laid  f>r^ 
like  words  had  been  spoken,  to  renew  lot  prof***"* 
of  friendship  to  the  said  dean,  but  cancealiiK  ^ 
oratory,  whereof  the  dean  had  no  aceoont  till  tar 
following  day,  and  then  told  it  to  all  his  frieodi.* 

TO  MR.  FOPB. 

Msidil,'^ 
SiR,^If  I  am  not  a  good  eorrsapondent  I  bsve  w 
health,  and  that  is  as  good.  I  paned  eight  n««^ 
in  the  country  with  sir  Arthur  and  my  lady  A*^' 
and  had  at  least  half  a  dosen  retuns  of  my  P^ 
ness  and  deafness,  which  lasted  me  about  t--"' 
weeks  apiece,  and  among  other  incon'rtj'jf^ 
hindered  me  from  visiting  my  chapter  and  puntfW« 
enormities,  but  did  not  save  me  the  char(« «'  * 
visitation  dinner.  This  disorder  neither  lindm  ^ 
sleeping  nor  much  my  walking,  yet  is  th»  »"^ 
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iiortifjing  malady  I  can  suffer.  I  have  been  Just  a 
oonth  in  tofru,  and  have  just  got  rid  of  it  in  a  fort* 
light ;  and  when  it  is  on  me,  I  hate  neither  spirits 
0  write,  or  read,  or  think,  or  eat.  But  I  drink  as 
Doch  as  I  Like,  which  is  a  resource  you  cannot  fly 
0  when  you  are  ill ;  and  I  like  it  as  little  as  you, 
mt  I  can  bear  a  pint  better  than  you  can  a  spoonful, 
tou  were  ? ery  kind  in  your  care  for  Mr.  Whaley  ;* 
Hit  I  hope  you  remembered  that  Daniel^  ira  dam- 
itble  poet,  and  consequently  a  public  enemy  to 
Bsnkind.  But  I  despise  the  lords'  decree,  which 
1 1  jest  upon  common  sense :  for  what  did  it  sig- 
lify  to  the  merits  of  the  cause  whether  George  the 
M  or  the  young  were  on  the  throne  t" 

No :  I  intended  to  pass  last  winter  in  England, 
lut  my  health  said  no :  and  I  did  design  to  live  a 
^btleman,  and,  as  Sancho's  wife  said,  to  go  in  my 
mch  to  court.  1  know  not  whether  you  are  in  ear- 
lett  to  come  hither  in  spring ;  if  not,  pray  God  you 
Day  never  be  in  jest !  Dr.  Delany  shall  attend  you 
J.  Ohetter,  and  your  apartment  is  ready ;  and  I  have 

iDiMt  excellent  chaise  and  about  sixteen  doien  of 
he  best  cider  in  the  world ;  and  you  shall  command 
be  town  and  kingdom,  and  di^Uo  mtmttrari,  &c. 
Lnd  when  I  cannot  hear  you  shsll  have  choice  of  the 
«est  people  we  can  afford  to  hear  you,  and  nurses 
Dough ;  and  your  apartment  is  on  the  sunny  side. 

The  next  paragraph  strikes  me  dumb.  You  say, 
'  I  ID  to  blame  if  I  refuse  the  opportunity  of  going 
rilh  my  lady  Bolingbroke  to  Aix-la-Chapelle."  I 
Dost  teU  you  that  a  foreign  language  is  mortal  to  a 
inf  man.  I  must  have  good  ears  to  catch  up  the 
lords  of  so  nimble  a  tongued  race  as  the  French, 
iiTing  been  a  dosen  years  without  conversing  among 
bem.  Mr.  Gay  is  a  scandal  to  all  lusty  young 
rllowi  with  healthy  countenances  ;  and  I  think  he  is 
tot  intemperate  in  a  physical  sense.  I  am  told  he 
00  in  asthma,  which  is  a  disease  I  commiserate  more 
b&n  deafness,  because  it  will  not  leave  a  man  quiet 
ither  sleeping  or  waking.  I  hope  he  does  not  intend 

0  print  his  opera<^  before  it  is  acted ;  for  I  defy  ail 
(>ur  subscriptions  to  amount  to  800/.  And  yet  I 
«UeTe  he  lost  as  much  more  for  want  of  human 
vudence. 

I  told  you  some  time  ago  that  I  was  dwindled  to 

1  writer  of  libels  on  the  lady  of  the  family  where  I 
ired,  tnd  upon  myself;  but  they  never  went  further, 
ind  my  lady  Acheson  made  me  give  her  up  all  the 
Dol  copies,  and  never  gave  the  fair  ones  out  of  her 
i«ndM,  or  suffered  them  to  be  copied.  They  were 
ometimes  shown  to  intimate  friends,  to  occasion 
urih,  and  that  was  all.  So  that  I  am  vexed  at  your 
Quaking  I  had  any  hand  in  what  could  come  to  your 
)<«.  I  have  some  eonfused  notion  of  seeing  a 
'•per  called  *•  Sir  Ralph  the  Patriot,"  but  am  sure  it 
ns  bad  or  indifferent ;  and  as  to  **  The  Lady  at  Quad- 
iUe/*  I  never  heard  of  it.  Perhaps  it  may  be  the 
•ne  with  a  paper  of  verses  called  **  The  Journal 
'f »  Dublin  Lady,"  which  I  wrote  at  sir  Arthur 
keheion's;  and,  leaving  out  what  concerned  the 
unlly,  1  aent  it  to  be  printed  in  a  paper  which  Dr. 
^hf'ridan  had  engaged  in,  called  '*  The  Intelligencer," 
»f  which  he  made  but  sorry  work,  and  then  dropped 
t-  But  the  verses  were  printed  by  themselves,  and 
i^t  horridly  mangled  in  the  press,  and  were  very 
^ioere  in  themselves,  but  did  well  enough  in  the 
stnne r  1  mentioned,  of  a  family  jest  I  do  sincerely 
aatire  you  that  my  frequent  old  disorder,  and  the 

*  Th'n  m(«cU  a  lawiuit  between  Mr.  Nathaniel  Whaley  and 
h^  archUshop  of  AramKh  on  the  one  ride,  and  the  crown  on  the 
tther. 

^  Richard  Duiel,  dean  of  Armagh,  atUnding  at  a  wltnesi  on 
he  iuae  of  the  rauae. 

,  •  The  Mcood  part  of  the  "Beggaxs'  Opera,"  exclnded  by  or- 
lerofthechamfirlaln. 


scene  where  I  am,  and  the  humour  I  am  in,  and  some 
other  reasons  which  time  has  shown  and  will  show 
more  if  I  live,  have  lowered  my  small  talents  with  a 
vengeance,  and  cooled  my  disposition  to  put  them  in 
use.  I  want  only  to  be  rich,  for  I  am  hard  to  be 
pleased ;  and  for  want  of  riches,  people  grow  every 
day  less  solicitous  to  please  me.  Therefore  I  keep 
humble  company,  who  are  happy  to  come  where  they 
can  get  a  bottle  of  wine  without  paying  for  it.  I 
give  my  vicar  a  supper,  and  his  wife  a  shilling,  to 
play  with  me  an  hour  at  backgammon  once  a- 
fortnight.  To  all  people  of  quality,  and  especially 
of  titles,  I  am  not  within ;  or  at  least  am  deaf  a 
week  or  two  after  I  am  well.  But  on  Sunday  even- 
ings it  costs  me  six  bottles  of  wine  to  people  whom 
I  cannot  keep  out.  Pray  come  over  in  April,  if  it  be 
only  to  convince  you  that  I  tell  no  lies,  and  the  jour- 
ney will  be  certainly  for  your  health.  Mrs.  Brent, 
my  housekeeper,  famous  in  print  for  digging  out  the 
great  bottle,  says  **  she  will  be  your  nurse ;"  and  the 
best  physicians  we  have  shall  attend  you  wiUiout  fees ; 
although  I  believe  you  will  have  no  occasion  but  to 
converse  with  one  or  two  of  them  to  make  them 
proud.  Tour  letter  came  but  last  post,  and  you  see 
my  punctualiW.  I  am  unlucky  at  everything  I  send 
to  Inland.  Two  bottles  of  usquebaugh  were  broken. 
Well,  my  humble  service  to  my  lord  Bolingbroke, 
lord  Bathurat,  lord  Masham  and  his  lady,  my  dear 
friend,  and  Mr.  Fulteney,  and  the  doctor,  and  Mr* 
Lewis,  and  our  sickly  friend  Gay,  and  my  lady  Boling- 
broke ;  and  very  much  to  Patty,  who  I  hope  will 
learn  to  love  the  world  less  before  the  world  leaves 
off  to  love  her.  I  am  much  concerned  to  hear  of  my 
lord  Peterborough  being  ill.  I  am  exceedingly  his 
servant ;  and  pray  God  recover  his  health  I  As  for 
your  courtier  Mrs.  Howard  and  her  mistress,  I  have 
nothing  to  say  but  that  they  have  neither  memory 
nor  manners  ;  else  I  should  have  some  mark  of  the 
former  from  the  latter,  which  I  was  promised  about 
two  years  ago  :  but  aince  I  made  them  a  present  it 
would  be  mean  to  remind  them.  I  am  told  poor 
Mrs.  Pope  is  ill.  Fray  God  preserve  her  to  you,  or 
raise  you  up  as  useful  a  fnend ! 

This  letter  is  in  answer  to  Mr.  Ford,  whose  hand 
I  mistook  for  yours,  having  not  heard  from  him  this 
twelvemonth.  Therefore  you  are  not  to  stare  ;  and 
it  must  not  be  lost,  for  it  talks  to  you  only. 

Again,  forgive  my  blundeia ;  for,  reading  the  letter 
by  candlelight  and  not  dreaming  of  a  letter  from  Mr. 
Ford,  I  thoui^t  it  must  be  yours,  because  it  talks  of 
our  friends. 

The  letter  talks  of  Gay,  and  Mr.  Whaley,  and 
lord  Bolingbroke,  which  made  me  conclude  it  must 
be  yours,  so  all  the  answering  part  must  go  for  no- 
thing* JoNATRAN  Swift. 


FROM  FRANCIS  GBOGEGHAN.  ESQ. 

March  10.  17SS. 
Sir, — ^Your  time  Is  precious,  your  curiosity  not  very 
small,  my  esteem  of  you  very  great ;  therefore  come 
not  within  the  walls  of  the  four  courta  in  hopes  of 
hearing  a  matrimonial  decree  in  this  reign ;  for  on 
Monday,  (vis.)  that  is  to  say.  the  10th  of  this  instant 
March,  1729,  his  excellency  Thomas  Wyndham,  esq., 
lord  high-chancellor  of  Ireland,  pronounced,  after 
your  back  was  turned,  and  not  with  the  assistance  of 
the  two  chiefs,  his  decree  in  the  case  of  Stewart  v. 
Stewart,  on  A.  Powell,  to  this  effect : — He  said  there 
was  a  full  consent  till  such  time  as  the  draught  of  the 
settlement  was  sent  down  to  Mrs.  Stewart,  to  be  con- 
sidered by  her  and  her  friends ;  and  after  she  had 
considered  it  she  shall  not  be  at  liberty  to  make  any 
objections  ;  fbr  all  restrictions  of  marriage  are  odious 
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in  the  civil  law,  and  not  favoured  by  the  common 
law,  especially  after  the  age  of  one-and-twenty ; 
therefore,  marry  they  may,  and  let  Mr.  Nutley  be  a 
law}'er  for  Mrs.  Rebecca  Stewart,  the  plaintiff,  to 
take  care  of  the  settlement  for  her  advantage,  and  let 
Powell  choose  another  lawyer  for  himself;  though, 
by  the  by,  Mr.  Nutley  would  serve  for  both ;  and  it 
b  not  necesHary  to  inquire  what  Powell  makes  by  his 
practice,  although  he  assured  the  mother  it  amounted 
to  1400/.  per  annum. 

'*  Ovid,  'tis  true,  BuccaMfally  Imparts 
The  rules  to  tteal  deluded  viri|iiu'  hearts ; 
But  O  !  ye  ikir  onea,  pious  Nutloy't  sklU 
lustructs  you  to  elude,  by  muglc  bill. 
The  laws  of  God,  and  gratify  your  will.** 

You  will,  I  hope,  excuse  this  liberty  in  one  who, 
to  resent  the  indignity  offered  to  you  by  Ram's 
coachman,  made  him  drunk  soon  after  at  Gory; 
which  so  incensed  the  aforesaid  Ram  that  he  dis- 
charged him  his  service,  and  he  is  now  so  reduced 
that  he  has  no  other  way  of  getting  his  bread  but  by 
crying  in  this  city,  "  Ha'  you  any  dirt  to  carry  out  t" 
I  am,  sir,  your  sincere  friend  and  humble  servant, 

Francis  Geooeghan. 


FROM  WILLIAM  FLOWER,  ESQ. 
[Created  lord  CaMledurrow,  October  27,  1733.] 

Ashbrook,  March  18,  1729. 
Sir, — As  I  have  been  honoured  with  some  of  your 
letters,  and  as  you  are  my  old  acquaintance,  though 
to  my  sorrow  not  intimately  so,  1  trust  you  will 
pardon  this  presumption.  Perhaps  you  may  be  at  a 
loss  to  guess  what  title  I  have  to  an  old  acquaintance 
with  you  ;  but  as  several  little  accidents  make  in- 
delible impressions  upon  the  minds  of  schoolboys, 
near  thirty  years  ago,  when  I  was  one,  I  remember  I 
was  committed  to  your  care  from  Sheene  to  London : 
we  took  water  at  Mortlake,  the  commander  of  the 
little  skiff  was  very  drunk  and  insolent,  put  us  ashore 
at  Hammersmith,  yet  insisted  with  very  abusive  Ian- 
guage  on  his  fare,  which  you  courageously  refused : 
the  mob  gathered ;  I  expected  to  see  your  gown 
stripped  off,  and,  for  want  of  a  blanket,  to  take  a 
flight  with  you  in  it,  but, — 

Turn  pietfite  gravem  ac  meritii  d  forte  virum  quem 
Conspexere,  nlent,  arrectiKiue  auribus  aetant : 
Ille  regit  dicti^  auimos,  et  pectora  mulcet 

ViBO.  Mn.  L  Ifta. 

If  thea  some  grave  and  plooi  man  appear, 
They  hiuh  their  uoiae  and  lend  a  liif  niag  ear ; 
He  aoothet  with  lober  word*  their  angry  mood. 
And  quenches  their  innate  desire  of  blood. 

Dbydki*. 

By  your  powerful  eloquence  you  saved  your  bacon 
and  money,  and  we  happily  proceeded  on  our 
journey. 

But  it  is  not  an  inclination  purely  to  tell  you  this 
old  story  which  persuades  me  to  write.  A  friend 
from  Dublin  lately  obliged  me  with  a  very  entertain- 
ing paper,  entitled  **  The  Intelligencer ;"  it  is  No. 
20,  a  posthumous  work  of  Nestor  Ironside ;  a  cor- 
respondent mentioning  these  papers  in  a  letter  rais* 
ing  my  curiosity,  with  the  specimen  I  had  of  them, 
to  read  the  rest.  For  my  part,  I  have  buried  myself 
in  the  country,  and  know  little  of  the  world  but  what 
I  learn  from  newspapers :  you  who  live  so  much  in 
it,  and  from  other  more  convincing  proofs,  I  am 
satisfied  are  acquainted  with  the  **  Intelligencer." 
I  wish  his  seal  could  promote  the  welfare  of  his 
poor  country,  but  I  fear  his  labour  is  in  vain. 

The  miseries  of  the  north  as  represented  demand 
the  utmost  compassion,  and  must  soften  the  malice  of 
the  most  bitter  enemy.  1  hope  they  whose  interest 
it  is,  if  they  rightly  considered  it,  to  relieve  those 
miserable  wretches,  will  redress  so  public  a  calamity ; 


to  which  if,  as  I  have  heard,  some  of  the  der^i  ^^ 
exacting  of  tithes  have  contributed,  they  desene  u 
great  censure  as  a  certain  dean,  who  lends  ««Tcr. 
sums  without  interest  to  his  poor  parishioneri.  Li 
gained  credit  and  honour  by  bis  charitable  benefire&f 
Bad  men,  to  be  sure,  have  crept  in,  and  arc  of  \li 
sacred  and  learned  order;  the  blackest  of  cnn.f^- 
forgery,  treason,  and  blasphemy— recently  proui!>.< 
such  should  be  spewed  out  of  it  with  the  utmo«^  i*-  • 
tempt,  and  punished  according  to  their  demerit  wi-'- 
severe  justice.  I  f  this  allegation  be  true,  I  hope  lo  »• 
them  censured  by  the  **  Intelligencer,*' and  recoaut:f .: 
to  him  the  words  of  Jeremiah  to  eipatiate  upob,  cb; 
z.  ver.  21,  chap.  zii.  ver.  10,  11.  1  imagine  thtj'  * 
widow,  his  printer  [Mrs.  Harding],  is  in  daiu^:  ' 
punishment ;  she  suffered  very  cruelly  for  the  Ih. 
pier*s  works ;  I  hope  several  contributed  to  nu  >*- 
misfortunes  on  that  occasion  ;  I  confess  I  vn  ¥'^ 
I  did  not ;  but  if  you  will  give  her  a  piece  uT  r^. 
not  in  my  name,  I  beg,  being  unwiHing  to  ^I'iit  ■ 
charity,  but  as  from  a  friend  of  yours,  I  shall  bi  t^' 
first  safe  hand  send  one;  in  return  1  eipectt' 
Drapier's  works  entire. 

I  am  sorry  that  for  the  benefit  of  the  Udiet  '^ 
author  baa  not  given  us  the  English  of 

Motus  doceri  gaudet  looioos 
Mntttia  viigo- 

Not  having  Creech's  *•  Horace,"  a  gentleman  prrniiti 
on  me  to  attempt  translating  it  in  a  couple  oi  ^ 
tichs :  the  science  which  the  compound  &iglisb  i^ 
Greek  word  signifies  little  concerns  a  widovrer,  \a' 
I  should  be  glad  to  see  it  improved  by  good  pv 
ficients  in  the  Ionic  jig.  1  own  in  my  little  retcau' 
I  never  met  with  this  word,  which  puts  me  in  ai^^ 
of  a  passage  on  the  Thames.  My  younger  unck.  i>- 
grave  Mr.  Flower,  his  wife  and  mine,  snd  i^ta.- 
Dingle,  one  day  made  the'tour  of  the  dty :  «'<  «^* 
Bedlam,  the  lions,  and  what  not ;  and  finished  «r 
a  view  of  that  noble  engine  luder  London  briJi.'? 
then  we  took  water  for  Whitehall,  rowed  Terr*- 
lently  to  opposite  the  glasshouse,  where  t  djvr,  b 
boat  at  anchor,  was  angling:  poor  Jack  vjdct> 
nately  asked,  addressing  himself  to  our  wsttnui* 
••What  that  man  was  fishing  forf     The  wi?«^- 

swered  very  brisk,  "  For ,  master,  will  jou  b  j 

any  1**  You  are  a  man  of  too  much  humour  &o< '; 
be  pleased  with  the  reply.  I  never  can  think  ot  it 
without  a  laugh,  and  am  sure  need  not  deienb^  t^ 
scene  to  you.  He  is  since  called  in  our  familj  In 
the  name  of  Jack  Fisher. 


FROM  MR.  GAY^ 
Ttom  the  duke  of  Queeosbecry's.  Bortiar^ 
gaidens.  Mardi  IS.  1T». 
Dkar  Sib, — I  have  written  to  you  seveial  ticfS 
and  having  heard  nothing  from  you  makes  nt  ^'^ 
mv  letters  are  miscarried.     Mr.   Pope's  letter  ba 
taken  off  my  concern  in  some  degree;  bntl^'?^ 
good  weather  will  entirely  re-establish  yon  in  J* ^ 
health.     I   am  but  just  recovered  from  the  sewri^ 
fit  of  sickness  that  ever  anybody  had  who  esfa?^ 
death :  1  was  several  timet  given  up  by  lb?  phj*- 
cians  and  everybody  that  attended  me ;  «nd  up^^ 
my  recovery  was  judged  to  be  in  so  ill  s  condi*!  * 
that  I  should  be  miserable  for  the  remainder  c^  H 
life  ;  but,  contrary  to  all  expectation,  I  am  penKt) 
recovered,  and  have  no  remainder  of  the  diitemp*^ 
that  attacked  me,  which  were  at  the  same  time  fr»'^ 
asthma,  and  pleurisy.     I  am  now  in  the  duk'^ 
Queensberry's  house,  and  have  been  so  ever  o^:* 
I  left  Hampstead  ;  where  I  was  carried  it  «  "b*' 
that  it  was  thought  I  could  not  live  a  day.   ^^' 

•  lu'kined.  "  See  the  duches^s  answer  to  tbeiord*^^ 
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ij  coming  to  town  I  hhre  b««n  Terj  little  alMroad» 
it  ireather  has  been  to  tevere. 

I  must  acquaint  you  (because  I  know  it  will  please 
ou)  that  during  my  sickness  I  had  many  of  the 
iodest  proofs  of  friendship,  particularly  from  the 
oke  and  duchess  of  Queensberry ;  who  if  I  had 
een  their  nearest  relation  and  nearest  friend  could 
ot  bsTe  treated  me  with  more  constant  attendance 
itn ;  and  they  continue  the  same  to  me  now. 

You  must  undoubtedly  have  heard  that  the  ducheM 
wk  up  my  defence  with  the  king  and  queen  in  the 
iiue  of  my  play  ;  and  that  she  has  been  forbid  the 
>urt  for  interesting  herself  to  increase  my  fortune 
)  the  publication  of  it  without  being  acted.  The 
uke,  too,  has  given  up  his  employment  (which  he 
ould  have  done  if  the  duchess  had  not  met  with 
lit  treatment)  upon  account  of  ill  usage  from  the 
lioisters  ;  but  this  hastened  him  in  what  he  had  de- 
(rmined.  The  play  is  now  almost  printed,  with  the 
luiic,  words,  and  basses  engraved  on  thirty*one 
opper.plates ;  which  by  my  friends'  assistance  has  a 
ottibility  to  turn  greatly  to  my  advantage.  The 
uchcM  of  Marlborough  has  given  me  100/.  for  one 
>pj,  and  others  have  contributed  very  handsomely ; 
St  u  my  account  is  not  yet  settled  I  cannot  tell  you 
articulars. 

For  writing  in  the  cause  of  virtue  and  against  the 
nhiooable  vices,  I  am  looked  upon  at  present  as 
tf  most  obnoaiout  person  almost  in  England.  Mr. 
ttlteaey  tells  me  I  have  got  the  start  of  him.  Mr. 
'ope  teUs  me  that  I  am  dead,  and  that  this  obnoxi* 
BOen  is  the  reward  for  my  inoffensiveness  in  my 
inner  life.  I  wish  I  had  a  book  ready  to  send  you ; 
St  I  believe  I  shall  not  be  able  to  complete  the 
rork  till  the  latter  end  of  the  next  week.  Your 
mey  is  still  in  lord  Bathurst's  hands,  but  I  be- 
tn  I  shall  receive  it  soon :  I  wish  to  receive  your 
rden  how  to  dispose  of  it.  I  am  impatient  to 
Biih  my  woik,  for  I  want  the  country  air ;  not  that 
•ffl  ill,  but  to  recover  my  strength ;  and  I  cannot 
*ve  my  work  till  it  is  finished.  While  I  am  writing 
ti*  I  am  in  the  room  next  to  our  dining-room,  with 
^u  all  around  it,  and  two  people  from  the  binder 
^iag  sheets.  I  print  the  book  at  my  own  expense 
I  quarto,  which  is  to  be  sold  for  six  shillings  with 
M  music.  You  see  1  do  not  want  industry,  and  I 
ope  you  will  allow  that  I  have  not  the  worst  eco- 
otty.  Mrs.  Howard  has  declared  herself  strongly 
Mlk  to  the  king  and  queen  as  my  advocate.  The 
Kbets  of  Queensberry  is  allowed  to  have  shown 
leie  ipirit,  more  honour,  and  more  goodness  than 
li  thought  possible  in  our  times  :  I  should  have 
Ued,  too,  more  understanding  and  good  sense, 
ou  see  my  fortune  (as  I  hope  my  virtue  will)  in- 
^Hiet  by  oppression.  I  go  to  no  courts,  I  drii]^  no 
iae.  and  am  calumniated  even  by  ministers  of  state ; 
ut  yet  am  in  good  spirits.  Most  of  the  courtiers, 
'^b  otherwise  my  friends,  refused  to  contribute 
>  m)  undertaking.     But  the  city,  and  the  people 

Cngiand,  take  my  part  very  warmly ;  and  I  am 
•U  the  best  of  the  citiaens  wiU  give  me  proofr  of  it 
r  their  contributions. 

I  rould  talk  to  you  a  great  deal  more,  but  I  am 
nid  I  should  write  too  mueh  for  you  and  for  myself. 
^Mve  not  written  «o  much  together  since  my  sick- 
i***  I  cannot  omit  telling  vou  that  Dr.  Arbuthnot's 
aeodance  and  care  of  me  showed  him  the  best  of 
(Olds.  Dr.  Hollins,  though  entirely  a  stranger  to 
*f  was  joined  with  him,  and  used  me  in  the  kind- 
it  aad  most  handsome  manner.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
ulti'oey  were  greatly  oonoemed  for  me,  visited  me, 
>d  ihwwcd  me  the  strongest  proofs  of  friendship. 
^^tu  I  see  you  I  will  tell  you  of  others :  as  of  Mr. 
ope,  Mrs.  Blount,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  RolUnson,  lord 
TOL.  u. 


and  lady  BoUngbroke,  &c :  I  think  they  are  all  your 
friends  and  weU-wishers.  I  hope  you  will  love  them 
the  better  upon  my  account ;  but  do  not  forget  Mr. 
Lewis,  nor  lord  Bathurst,  sir  William  Wyndham,  and 
lord  Oower,  and  lord  Oxford  among  the  number. 
My  service  to  Dr.  Delany  and  Mr.  Stopfort. 

TO  MR.  GAY.» 

Dnblin,  March  1».  17t9. 
I  DBNT  it.  I  do  write  to  you  according  to  the  old 
stipulation ;  for  when  you  kept  your  old  company 
when  I  wrote  to  one  I  wrote  to  alL  But  I  am  ready 
to  enter  into  a  new  bargain  since  you  are  got  into  a 
new  world,  and  will  answer  all  your  letters.  You 
are  first  to  present  my  most  humble  respects  to  the 
duchess  of  Queensberry,  and  let  her  know  that  I 
never  dine  without  thinking  of  her,  although  it  be 
with  some  difficulty  that  I  can  obey  her  when  I  dine 
with  forks  that  hare  but  two  prongs,  and  when  the 
sauce  is  not  very  consistent.  You  must  likewise 
tell  her  grace  that  she  is  a  general  toast  among  all 
honest  folks  here,  and  particulariy  at  the  deanery, 
even  in  the  face  of  my  Whig  subjects.  I  will  leave 
my  money  in  lord  Bathurst's  hands,  and  the  ma«* 
nagement  of  it  (for  want  of  better)  in  yours ;  and 
pray  keep  the  interest-money  in  a  bag  wrapped  up 
by  itself  for  fear  of  your  own  fingers  under  your 
carelessness.  Mr.  Pope  talks  of  you  as  a  perfect 
stranger ;  but  the  different  pursuits,  and  manners,  and 
interests  of  life,  as  fortune  has  pleased  to  dispose 
them,  will  never  suffer  those  to  live  together  who 
by  their  inclinations  ought  never  to  part.  I  hope 
when  you  are  rich  enough  you  vrill  have  some  littlo 
economy  of  your  own  in  town  and  country,  and  be 
able  to  give  your  friend  a  pint  of  port ;  for  the  do- 
mestic season  of  life  will  come  on.  I  had  never 
much  hopes  of  your  vamped  play,  although  Mr.  Pope 
seemed  to  have,  and  although  it  were  ever  so  good  ; 
but  you  should  have  done  like  the  parsons  and 
changed  your  text,  I  mean  your  title,  and  the  names 
of  the  persons.  After  all  it  was  an  effect  of  idle- 
ness, for  you  are  in  the  prime  of  life,  when  inven- 
tion and  judgment  go  together.  I  wish  you  had 
100/.  a-year.more  for  horses.  I  ride  and  walk  when- 
ever good  weather  invites  me,  and  am  reputed  the 
best  walker  in  this  town  and  five  miles  round.  I 
wrote  lately  to  Mr.  Pope.  I  wish  you  had  a  little 
Tillage  in  his  neighbourhood ;  but  you  are  yet  too 
volaUle,  and  any  lady  .vrith  a  coach  and  six  horsea 
would  carry  you  to  Japan.         Jonathan  Swirr. 

FROM  DR.  ARBUTHNOT. 

London,  Marcb  19,  I7t9. 
This  is  the  second  or  third  time,  dear  sir,  that  I 
have  written  to  you  without  hearing  a  word  of  you 
or  from  you ;  only  in  general  that  you  are  very  much 
out  of  order,  sometimes  of  your  two  old  complaints 
the  vertigo  and  deafness,  which  I  am  very  sorry  for. 
The  gentleman  who  carries  this  has  come  better  off 
than  1  did  Imagine :  I  used  my  little  interest  as  far 
as  it  would  go  in  his  affair.  He  will  be  able  to  give 
you  some  account  of  your  friends,  many  of  whom 
nave  been  in  great  distress  this  winter.  John  Gay, 
I  may  say  with  vanity,  owes  his  life,  under  God,  to 
the  unwearied  endeavours  and  care  of  your  humble 
servant ;  for  a  physician  who  had  not  been  passion- 
ately his  friend  could  not  have  saved  him.  I  had 
beside  my  personal  concern  for  him  other  motives  of 
my  care.  He  is  now  become  a  public  person — a 
little  Sacheverell ;  and  I  took  the  same  pleasure  in 
saving  him  as  Rsidcliffe  did  in  preserving  my  lord 

«  Found  among  Mr.  Gay's  papers,  and  letunsd  to  Dr.  Swill 
by  ths  doke  of  Qtieenabsrry  and  Ui.  Fsps. 
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ehief-juflilce  Holt's  wife,  whom  he  attended  out  of 
spite  to  the  husband  who  wished  her  dead. 

The  inoffensiTe  John  Gay  is  now  become  one  of 
the  obstructions  to  the  peace  of  Europe,  the  terror  of 
ministers,  the  chief  author  of  the  **  Craftsman,"  and 
all  the  seditious  pamphlets  which  have  been  publish- 
ed against  the  government.  He  has  g^t  several 
turned  out  of  their  places,  the  greatest  ornament  of 
the  court  banished  from  it  for  his  sake,  another  great 
lady  in  dangier  of  being  chas6e  likewise,  about  seven 
or  eight  duchesses  pushing  forward,  like  the  ancient 
oircumcelUones  in  the  church,  who  shall  suffer  mar- 
tyrdom  upon  his  account  first.  He  is  the  darling  of 
uie  city.  If  he  should  travel  about  the  country  he 
would  have  hecatombs  of  roasted  oxen  sacrificed  to 
him.  Since  he  became  so  conspicuous  Will  Fulte- 
ney  hangs  his  head  to  see  himself  so  much  out- 
done in  the  career  of  glory.  I  hope  he  will  get  a 
great  deal  of  money  by  printing  his  play,  but  I  really 
believe  he  would  get  more  by  showing  his  person ; 
and  I  can  assure  you  this  is  the  very  identical  John 
Gay  whom  you  formerly  knew  and  lodged  with  in 
Whitehall  two  years  ago.  I  have  been  diverting 
myself  with  midLing  an  extract  out  of  a  history 
which  will  be  printed  in  the  year  1948 :  I  wish  I 
had  your  assistance  to  go  through  with  it;  for  I 
can  assure  you  it  rises  to  a  very  solemn  piece  of 
burlesque. 

As  to  the  condition  of  your  little  club  it  is  not  quite 
so  desperate  as  you  might  imagine  ;  for  Mr.  Pope,  is 
as  high  in  favour  as  I  am  afraid  the  rest  are  out  of  it. 
The  king,  upon  the  perusal  of  the  last  edition  of  his 
**  Dunciad,"  declared  he  was  a  very  honest  man.  I 
did  not  know  till  this  moment  that  I  had  so  good  an 
opportunity  to  send  you  a  letter,  and  now  I  know 
it  I  am  called  away,  and  obliged  to  end  with  my 
best  wishes  and  respects,  being  most  sincerely 
yours,  &c. 

TO  LORD  BOUNGBROKE. 

Dubllu,  March  21,  17S9. 
Tou  tell  me  you  have  not  quitted  the  design  of  col- 
lecting, writing,  &c.  This  is  the  answer  of  every 
sinner  who  defers  his  repentance.  I  wish  Mr.  Pope 
were  as  great  an  urger  as  I,  who  long  for  nothing 
more  than  to  see  truth  under  your  hands  laying  all 
detraction  in  the  dust.  I  find  myself  disposed  eyery 
year,  or  rather  every  month,  to  be  more  angry  ana 
revengeful ;  and  my  rage  is  so  ignoble,  that  it  de- 
scends even  to  resent  the  folly  and  baseness  of  the 
enslaved  people  among  whom  I  live.  I  knew  an  old 
lord  in  Leicestershire  who  amused  himself  with 
mending  pitchforks  and  spades  for  his  tenants  ^atw. 
Tet  I  have  higher  ideas  left,  if  I  were  nearer  to  ob- 
jects on  which  I  might  employ  them ;  and  contemn- 
ing my  private  fortune  would  gladly  cross  the  chan- 
nel and  stand  by  while  my  betters  were  driving  the 
boars  out  of  the  garden,  if  there  be  any  probable  ex- 
pectation of  such  an  endeavour.  When  I  was  of  your 
age  I  often  thought  of  death,  but  now,  after  a  dozen 
years  more,  it  is  never  out  of  my  mind  and  terrifies 
me  less.  I  conclude  that  Providence  has  ordered  our 
fears  to  decrease  with  our  spirits,  and  yet  I  love  la 
bagatelle  better  than  ever :  for,  finding  it  trouble- 
some to  read  at  night  and  the  company  here  growing 
tasteless,  I  am  always  writing  bad  prose  or  worse 
verses,  either  of  rage  or  raillery,  whereof  some  few 
escape  to  give  offence  or  mirth,  and  the  rest  are  burnt. 
They  print  some  Irish  trash  in  London  and  charge 
it  on  me,  which  you  will  clear  me  of  to  mv  friends, 
for  all  are  spurious  except  one  paper,  for  which  Mr. 
Pope  very  lately  chid  me.  I  remember  your  lord- 
ship used  to  say  that  a  few  good  speakers  would  in 
time  carry  any  point  that  was  right ;  and  that  the 


common  method  of  a  majority,  by  calling  to  theqw** 
tion,  would  never  h(^d  long  when  reason  wis  ontb 
other  side.  Whether  politics  do  not  d»a^  bk' 
gaming,  by  the  invention  of  new  tricks,  I  sm  )sd> 
rant ;  but  I  believe  in  your  time  you  would  nrveiu 
a  minister  have  suffered  an  act  to  psss  through  tbr 
house  of  commons,  only  because  you  were  sur  o/  i 
majority  in  the  house  of  lords  to  throw  it  oat;  be- 
cause it  would  be  unpopular  and  consequently  a  U 
of  reputation.  Yet  this,  we  are  told,hss  been  the  or 
in  the  qualification  Vill  relating  to  penstoneR.  I^ 
should  seem  to  me  that  corruption,  like  STuiee,  h» 
no  bounds.  I  had  opportunities  to  know  the  pr> 
ceedings  of  your  ministry  better  than  any  other  ilia 
of  my  rank ;  and  having  not  much  to  do  I  have  (•fie 
compared  it  with  these  last  sixteen  years  of  a  p^*' 
found  peace  all  over  Europe  and  we  running  tpn 
millions  in  debt.  I  am  forced  to  play  at  small  fisr, 
to  set  the  beasts  here  a-madding,  merely  forvnS'i 
a  better  game.  Tenianda  via  eat  qua  me  fue^p^ 
Mm,*  &c.  The  devil  take  those  politics,  where  ite 
might  govern  for  a  dosen  years  together.  I  «u> 
come  in  person  to  England  if  I  am  provoked,  aw)  9&^ 
for  the  dictator  from  the  plough.  I  disdain  to  ay 
O!  mihi  prateritoa^hvA  cnida  dea  tviduftuw 
ttu.^  Pray,  my  lord,  how  are  the  gardens  1  banm 
taken  down  the  mount  and  removed  the  yew  bed^' 
have  you  not  bad  weather  for  the  spring  eont  tai 
Mr.  Pope  gone  further  in  his  ethle  poemil  a&<i  v 
the  head-land  sown  with  wheat!  and  what  «« 
Polybiust  and  how  does  my  lord  8t.  John!  vbid 
last  question  is  very  material  to  me,  beeaoae  I  )f^ 
burgundy  and  riding  between  Twickenham  u^ 
Dawley.  I  built  a  wall  five  years  ago,  sndwhrtW 
masons  played  the  knaves,  nothing  delighted  iBt«» 
much  as  to  stand  by  while  my  servants  threw  is^- 
what  was  amiss.  I  have  likewise  teen  a  iDoaii! 
overthrow  all  the  dishes  and  plates  in  s  kitf^ 
merely  for  the  pleasure  of  seeing  them  tombl*  f^ 
hearing  the  clatter  they  made  in  their  fidl.  I  ^ 
you  would  invite  me  to  such  another  entertaisBOt 
but  you  think  as  I  ought  to  think,  that  it  is  tiiae  ^ 
me  to  have  done  with  the  world  ;  and  so  1  wosW  s 
I  could  get  intn  a  better  before  I  was  called  iaJ«t^ 
best,  and  not  die  here  in  a  rage  like  a  poiioncd  n^ 
in  a  hole.  I  wonder  you  are  not  ashamed  to  bt  "^ 
pine  away  in  this  kingdom  while  yon  are  oat  l- 
power. 

I  come  from  looking  over  the  mUkm^e  shore  ^' 
ten  and  declare  it  to  be  a  true  copy  rf  my  p"** 
disposition,  which  must  needs  please  you,  tiBces^ 
thing  was  ever  more  displeasing  to  myself.  I  ^^^ 
you  to  present  my  most  humble  respects  to  njis^- 

Jonathan  Ssut. 


FROM  A  QUAKER  IN  PHILADELPHIA. 

ChIU4,Ma««h»,l» 
FaiBND  JONATHAK  SwiPT, — Having  been  <^ 
agreeably  amused  by  thy  Tale,  &e,  dbc  sod  b^ 
now  loading  a  small  ship  for  Dublin,  I  haveent^ 
a  gammon,  the  product  of  the  wilds  of  Amen^' 
which  perhaps  may  not  be  unaoeeptabie  at  thf  ti^' 
since  it  is  only  designed  to  let  thee  know  tbit  ^^ 
wit  and  parts  are  here  in  esteem  at  this  distance  fi«s 
the  place  of  thy  residence.  Thou  needest  t^y 
questions  who  this  comes  from,  since  I  am  a  p«r^ 
stranger  to  thee. 


•  *'  New  ways  I  matt  aflempt,  my  giowlisf 
To  raise  aloft,  and  waag  ny  l^igbi  to  fluae. 

^  **  O,  coold  I  tani  to  that  Ihir  priBBOMsis  1 
—————  yet  in  hia  years  are  aeea 
A  manly  vl^ur  and  autaxnoai  greA.** 
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FBOM  LADY  JOHNSON.* 

[March  SO,  17M.] 

TO  THE  REV.  THE  DEAN  OF  ST.  PaTbicks. 
[oy^S*-^  am  ft  Huckster  and  Lives  in  Strand 
treet  &  has  Dealings  with  SeTeral  familys,  a  sater- 
ly  'Sight  a  Case  of  Instruments^  was  sent  me  in 
iwn  bj  a  Certain  person  in  Marys  Street,  for  two 
lowls  a  print  of  Butter  four  Herringa  and  three 
'*gin»  of  strong  Watters,  My  foster  brother  who 
ly'i  about  the  End  of  the  town  tells  Me,  he  wanst 
;w  it  in  your  band,  fearing  HawkinsV  whip  I  send 
to  you,  and  will  take  an  Other  Course  to  gett  My 
[saey,  so  I  Remain  your  Honn  humble  Sanrt  to 
ommand  Mabtha  Sharp. 

y«30. 


TO  LORD  BOLINGBROKE. 

Dublin.  April  ft.  1729. 
DO  not  think  it  could  be  possible  for  me  to  hear 
rtler  news  than  that  of  your  getting  over  your 
rurry  gait,  which  always  hTing  as  a  deep  weight  on 
IT  heart ;  I  hated  it  in  all  its  circumstances,  as  it 
feeted  your  fortune  and  quiet,  and  in  a  situation  of 
fe  that  most  make  it  eyery  way  vexatious.  And  as 
am  infioitely  obliged  to  you  for  the  Justice  you  do 
« in  supposing  your  affairs  do  at  least  concern  me 
t  much  as  my  own,  so  I  would  never  have  pardoned 
nr  omitting  it.  But,  before  I  go  on,  I  cannot  for- 
tv  mentioning  what  I  read  last  summer  in  a  news- 
iper,that  you  were  writing  the  history  of  your  own 
UN.  1  suppose  such  a  report  might  arise  n-om  what 
IS  not  secret  among  your  friends,  of  your  intention 
I  write  another  kind  of  history,  which  you  often 
ramised  Mr.  Pope  and  me  to  do ;  I  know  h^esires 
Tery  muob,  and  I  am  sure  I  desire  nothing  more 
ir  the  honour  and  love  I  bear  you  and  the  perfect 
Bowledge  I  have  of  your  public  yirtue.  My  lord,  I 
ire  DO  other  notion  of  economy  than  that  it  is  the 
uent  of  liberty  and  ease,  and  I  am  not  the  only 
iead  you  have  who  has  chid  you  in  his  heart  for  the 
cglect  of  it,  though  not  with  his  mouth  as  I  have 
one.  For  there  is  a  silly  error  in  the  world,  even 
nong  friends  otherwise  ver}-  good,  not  to  inter* 
leddle  with  men's  affairs  in  such  nice  matters.  And 
tj  brd,  I  have  made  a  maxim  that  should  be  writ- 
n  in  letters  of  diamonds,  that  a  wise  man  ought  to 
kTf  money  in  his  head  but  not  in  his  heart.  Pray, 
>y  lord,  inquire  whether  your  prototype,  my  lord 
Kgby,  after  the  restoration,  when  he  was  at  Bristol, 
id  not  take  some  care  of  his  fortune,  notwithstand- 
>9  that  quotation  I  once  sent  you  out  of  his  speech 
)  the  house  of  commons  1  In  my  conscience,  I  be- 
ne fortune,  like  other  drabs,  values  a  man  gradu- 
Uy  leas  for  every  year  he  lives.  I  have  demonstra- 
^a  for  it ;  becauae  if  I  play  at  piquet  for  sixpence 
ith  a  man  or  woman  two  years  younger  than  myself 
always  lose ;  and  there  is  a  young  girl  of  twenty 
^  never  fails  of  winning  my  money  at  backgam- 
Mn,  though  she  la  a  bungler  and  the  game  be  eccle- 
tuUe.  As  to  the  public,  I  confess  nothing  could 
91*  my  itch  of  meddling  with  it  but  these  frequent 
Ptans  of  deafiaets,  which  have  hindered  me  from 
■Miag  last  winter  in  London ;  yet  I  cannot  but  con- 
fer the  perfldiousaeaa  of  some  people  who,  I  thought 
rhea  I  was  last  there,  upon  a  change  that  happened, 
'vre  the  most  Impudent  in  forgetting  their  profee- 
i«as  that  J  have  ever  known.  Pray,  will  you  please 
0  take  your  pen  and  blot  me  out  that  political  maxim 
n>m  whatever  book  it  Is  in,  that  Met  nduni  dm  tiuUe 
^^^imHrori  f  the  commonness  makes  me  not  know 
^  is  the  author,  but  sure  he  must  be  some  modem. 

•  Thus  Uonad  by  Dr.  Swift  r^^Thebeit letter  I  ev»r  fsmL** 
^  U  liBot  uBlikflly  thb  was  a  ywaent  of  a  case  of  instrttmeato 
m  Udv  Jobaaoa  to  the  doctor. 

*  Bawkias  waa  keeper  of  Newgate. 


I  am  sorry  for  lady  Bolingbroke's  ill  health ;  bat  I 
protest  I  never  knew  a  very  deserving  person  of  that 
sex  who  had  not  too  much  reason  to  eomplain  of  ill 
health.  I  never  wake  without  finding  life  a  more  in- 
significant thing  than  it  was  the  day  before ;  which 
is  one  great  advantage  I  get  by  living  in  this  country 
where  there  ia  nothing  I  ahall  be  sorry  to  lose.  But 
my  greatest  misery  is  recollecting  the  scene  of  twenty 
years  past,  and  then  all  on  a  sudden  dropping  into 
the  present.  I  remember  when  I  vras  a  little  boy  I 
felt  a  great  fish  at  the  end  of  my  line  which  I  drew 
up  almost  on  the  ground,  but  it  dropped  in,  and  th« 
disappointment  vexes  me  to  this  very  day,  and  I  be* 
lieve  it  was  the  type  of  all  my  future  disappointment!. 
I  should  be  ashajned  to  say  this  to  you,  if  you  had 
not  a  spirit  fitter  to  bear  your  own  misfortunes  than 
I  have  to  think  of  them.  Is  there  patience  left  to 
reflect  by  what  qnalities  wealth  and  greatness  are 
got  and  by  what  qualities  they  are  lost  1  I  hav* 
read  my  friend  Congreve*s  verses  to  lord  Cobham, 
which  end  with  a  vile  and  fialsc  moral,  and  I  remem* 
ber  is  not  in  Horace  to  Tibullus,  which  he  imitatea, 
**  that  aU  times  are  equally  Tirtuoua  and  vicious :" 
wherein  he  diiSers  from  all  poeta,  philoeophera,  and 
dikriatians,  that  ever  wrote.  It  is  more  probable  that 
there  may  be  an  equal  quantity  of  virtues  always  in 
the  world*  but  sometimes  there  may  be  a  peek  of  it 
in  Asia  and  hardly  a  thimbleful  in  Europe.  But  if 
there  be  no  virtue,  there  is  abundance  of  sineerity  ; 
for  I  wHl  venture  all  I  am  worth  that  there  is  not 
one  human  creature  in  power  who  will  not  be  modest 
enough  to  confess  that  he  proceeds  wholly  upon  a 
principle  of  corniptioB  :  I  say  this  because  I  have  a 
scheme,  in  spite  of  your  notions,  to  govern  England 
upon  the  principlea  of  virtue,  and  when  the  nation  is 
ripe  for  it  I  desire  you  will  send  lor  me.  I  have 
learned  this  by  living  like  a  hermit,  by  which  I  am 
got  backward  about  nineteen  hundred  years  in  the 
era  of  the  world,  and  begin  to  wonder  at  the  wicked- 
ncM  of  men.  I  dine  alone  upon  half  a  dish  of  meat* 
mix  water  with  my  wine,  walk  ten  miles  a-day,  and 
read  Baronius.  Hie  9apUeU  eputoia  ad  Dam,  BO' 
Unffbroket  et  indpit  ad  mmieum  Pope* 

Haying  finished  my  letter  to  Aristippus  I  now  be- 
gin to  you.  I  was]  in  great  pain  about  Mn.  Pope, 
having  heard  from  others  that  she  was  in  a  very  dan- 
geiDus  way,  which  made  me  think  it  unseasonable  to 
trouble  you.  I  am  ashamed  to  tell  you  that  when 
I  was  very  young  I  had  more  desire  to  be  fiunooa  than 
ever  since ;  and  fiime,  like  all  things  else  in  this  life, 
grows  with  me  every  day  more  a  trifle.  Bat  yoa 
who  are  so  much  younger,  although  you  want  that 
health  you  deserve,  yet  your  spirits  are  as  vigorous 
ss  if  your  body  were  sounder.  I  hate  a  crowd  where 
I  have  not  an  easy  place  to  see  and  be  seen.  A  great 
library  always  make  me  melancholy^  where  the  best 
author  is  as  much  squeesed  and  as  obscure  as  a  porter 
at  a  coronation.  In  ray  own  little  library  I  value 
the  compliments  of  Gnevius  and  Oronovius,  which 
make  thirty-one  volumes  in  folio  (and  were  given 
me  by  my  lord  Bolingbroke),  more  than  all  my  books 
besides ;  because  whoever  comes  into  ray  closet  casta 
his  eyes  immediately  upon  them  and  will  not  voorfa- 
safe  to  look  upon  Plato  or  Xenophon.  I  tell  yoa  it 
almost  incredible  how  opiniona  change  by  the  de- 
cline or  decay  of  spirita,  and  I  will  further  tell  you, 
that  all  my  endeavours,  from  a  boy,  to  distinguish 
myself  were  only  for  want  of  a  great  titla and  fortune, 
that  I  might  be  used  like  a  lord  by  those  who  have 
an  opinion  of  my  parts ;  whether  right  or  wrong  it  is 
no  great  matter ;  and  so  the  reputation  ofwit  or  great 
learning  does  the  of&ce  of  a  blue  riband  or  of  a  coach 

«  In  Monteaqiiieu**  "  Ftoaian  Letters/'  thereisanadndrahle 
one  upoD  thli  suited. 
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and  six  horses.  To  be  remembered  for  ever  on  the 
account  of  our  friendship  is  what  would  ezceedin^y 
please  me :  but  yet  I  never  loved  to  make  a  visit  or 
be  seen  walking  with  my  betters,  because  they  get  all 
the  eyes  and  civilities  from  me.  I  no  sooner  wrote 
this  than  I  corrected  myself,  and  remembered  sir 
Fulk  Grevil's  epitaph,  "Here  lies,  dc.,  who  was 
friend  to  sir  Philip  Sfidney."  And  therefore  I  must 
heartily  thank  you  for  your  desire  that  I  would  record 
our  friendship  in  verse,  which  if  I  can  succeed  in,  I 
will  never  desire  to  write  one  more  line  in  poetry 
while  I  live.  You  must  present  my  humble  service 
to  Mrs.  Pope,  and  let  her  know  I  pray  for  her  con- 
tinuance in  the  world,  for  her  own  reason,  that  she 
may  live  to  take  care  of  you.      Jonathan  Swift. 

FBOM  THE  CHEVALIER  RAMSAY. 

London,  April  10,  I7S9. 
Sir, — One  of  the  greatest  pleasures  1  proposed  to 
myself  in  a  journey  to  England  was  that  of  seeing 
you  at  London  ;  and  it  is  a  very  sensible  mortifica- 
tion to  me  to  find  myself  disappointed  in  so  agree- 
able an  expectation.  It  is  now  many  years  since  I 
bad  the  highest  esteem  of  your  genius  and  writings ; 
and  when  I  was  very  young  I  found  in  some  of 
them  certain  ideas  that  prepared  me  for  relishing 
those  principlea  of  universal  religion  which  I  have 
aince  endeavoured  to  unfold  in  Cyrus.  I  could  not 
let  our  common  friend  Mr.  Leslie^  go  back  to  Ire- 
land without  seising  the  opportunity  of  acknow- 
ledging the  obliging  seal  you  have  shown  to  make 
my  work  esteemed.  Such  marks  of  friendship  do 
me  a  great  deal  of  honour  as  well  as  pleasure,  and  I 
hope  I  have  a  thorough  sense  of  them.  As  I  have 
much  enlarged  my  book  I  am  going  to  publish  a 
new  edition  by  subscription.  I  have  gifen  a  hun- 
dred copies  of  the  proposals  to  our  friend,  and  flatter 
myself  that  I  may  count  upon  the  continuation  of 
your  friendship.  I  am,  with  great  respect,  sir,  your 
most  obliged  and  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

A.  Rausat. 


FROM  DR.  ARBUTHNOT. 

London,  May  8.  ITflQ. 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  written  three  times  to  Mr.  Dean 
of  St.  Patrick's  without  receiving  so  much  as  an 
acknowledgment  of  the  receipt  of  my  letters,  ^t 
the  same  time  1  hear  of  other  letters  which  his  ac- 
quaintances receive  from  him.  I  believe  I  should 
hardly  have  brought  myself  to  have  written  this 
were  it  not  to  serve  you  and  a  friend  at  the  same 
time. 

I  recommended  one  Mr.  Mason,  son  of  Mason, 
gentleman  of  the  queen's  chapel,  a  barytone  voice, 
for  the  vacancy  of  a  singer  in  your  cathedral.  This 
letter  was  written  from  Bath  last  September.  The 
same  Mason  informs  me  that  there  is  another  va- 
cancy :  therefore  I  renew  my  request.  I  believe 
you  will  hardly  get  a  better:  he  has  a  pleasant 
mellow  voice,  and  has  sung  several  times  in  the 
king's  chapel  this  winter,  to  the  satisfkction  of  the 
audience.  I  beg  at  least  your  answer  to  this.  Your 
friends  in  town,  such  as  1  know,  are  well.  Mr. 
Pope  is  happy  again  in  having  his  mother  recovered. 
Mr.  Gay  is  gone  to  Scotland  with  the  duke  of 
Queensberry.  He  has  about  twen^ lawsuits  with 
booksellers  for  pirating  his  book.  The  king  goes 
soon  to  Hanover.  These  are  all  the  news  I  know. 
I  hope  you  do  not  imagine  I  am  so  little  concerned 
about  your  health  as  not  to  desire  to  be  informed  of 
the  state  of  it  from  younelf.  I  have  been  tolerably 
well  this  winter,  I  thank  God.    My  brother  Robin 

•  Son  of  ths  caT.  Dr.  Charloi  Leslie*  the  fkmoai  noi^arot. 


is  here,  and  longs,  as  well  as  I,  to  know  how  yot 
do.  This,  with  my  best  wishes  and  respects,  froo, 
dear  sir,  your  most  faithful  humble  serrsnt, 

J.  AXBOTHKOT. 


FROM  DR.  ARBTITHNOT. 

London,  lime  9,  vm 
Dear  Sib, — ^This  is  given  you  by  Mr.  Mason,  vbos 
I  believe  you  will  find  answer  the  character  1  pf 
of  him,  which  really  was  not  partial ;  for  1  ub  h: 
so  much  as  acquainted  with  hia  lather  or  binr.^ 
I  explained  everything  to  him  according  to  va 
tenor  of  the  letter  which  I  received  from  )ou  sat* 
time  ago,  and  for  which  I  most  heartily  thank )«. 
Let  him  now  speak  for  himselfp  I  have  beeac- 
quiring  about  a  counter-tenor,  but  have,  as  je(.D> 
intelligence  of  any. 

1  am  really  sensibly  touched  with  the  aocooBt}  * 
give  of  Ireland.  It  is  not  quite  so  bad  hm,bc 
really  bad  enough  ;  at  the  same  time  we  ax«  tail 
that  we  are  in  great  plenty  and  happiness. 

Your  friends  whom  you  mention  in  joqp  vt 
well.  Mr.  Gay  is  returned  from  Scotland,  uvJ  ka 
recovered  his  strength  by  his  journey.  Mr.  Popr  j 
well ;  he  had  got  an  injunction  in  chancery  ^ib> 
the  printers  who  had  pirated  his  **  Dunciadf  '• 
was  dissolved  again,  because  the  printer  could  c '. 
prove  any  property,  nor  did  the  author  appear.  Tmi 
is  not  Mr.  Gay's  case,  for  he  has  owned  bii  boci 
Mr.  Pulteney  gives  you  his  service.  They  w  v- 
better  than  myself;  for  I  am  now  so  bad  of  i  ^^ 
stant  convulsion  in  my  heart  that  I  am  like  to  cip-*^ 
sometimes.  We  have  no  news  Uiat  I  know  of.  • 
am  apt  to  believe  that  in  a  little  time  this  mattrr  ^ 
the  provisional  treaty  will  be  on  or  off.  The  j.c  i 
man  waits  for  my  letter.  1  shall  trouble  70c  r 
more  at  present,  but  remain,  with  my  best  vi^ 
and  most  sincere  afiSection,  dear  air,  your  rooct  fui^ 
ful  humble  servant,  J.  Aibutb>*ut. 

My  family  all  send  you  their  love  and  aenice. 

FROM  LADY  CATHARINE  JOKES 
[Daughter  of  Richard  earl  of  Raadac^i]- 

Chelwa»  Joaell.l'^ 
Sir, — I  received  the  favour  of  your  letter  lhr2?M 
of  May,  and  own  my  obligation  to  Mr.  Dean  fr '^ 
information  of  the  decay  of  my  grandfather's  o.^ 
ment  in  the  cathedral  church  of  St.  Patrick. 

Mr.  French,  the  present  receiver  of  my  Cri^e-'i 
estate,  will  be,  some  time  next  month,  in  that  ki^ 
dom,  whom  I  have  ordered  to  wait  upoa  yn  >^ 
your  direction  in  that  affair;  in  which,  vbfs  - 
has  informed  me  of  the  expense,  I  shall  inimf<iat<? 
give  directions  to  have  it  done,  agreeably  to  the  ^* 
sire  of  tlie  dean  and  chapter,  as  well  as  the  datr  ^z 
to  the  memory  of  my  grandfather,  without  aJ-'s^' 
further  trouble  to  Mr.  Dean  from  his  most  boct' 
and  obedient  servant,  Catbaxinb  Jt»E». 


TO  MR.  BOPS. 


11.1" 


I  AX  very  sensible  that  in  a  former  letter  I  ul*'*^ 
very  weakly  of  my  own  affairs,  and  of  my  iinpei^' 
wishes  and  desires,  which*  however,  1  find  «>* 
some  comfort  do  now  daily  decline,  very  suiubii  '^ 
my  state  of  health  for  some  months  past,  fo^  ^l 
head  is  never  perfectly  free  from  giddiness,  aaJ  f*- 
pecially  toward  night.  Yet  my  disorder  ia  trry  v^ 
derate,  and  I  have  been  without  a  fit  of  dea6ie«  o* 
half-year;  so  I  am  like  a  horse,  which,  thoogb  i£ 
his  mettle,  can  trot  on  tolerably;  and  ^^ 
parison  puts  me  in  mind  to  add  that  I  ao  rttat^ 
to'be  a  rider,  wherein  I  wish  you  would  initsir  »• 


£PIBTOLART  C0BRE8P0NDEKCS. 


U  to  tlib  country,*  there  have  been  three  terrible 
nn*  dearth  of  eom,  and  erery  place  strewed  with 
»e{{gan ;  bat  deanht  are  common  in  better  climatet, 
nd  our  evili  here  lie  much  deeper.  Imagine  a  na- 
ioo,  the  two-thirds  of  whose  reTenues  are  spent  out 
f  it,  snd  who  are  not  permitted  to  trade  with  the 
ither  third,  and  where  the  pride  of  women  will  not 
sftr  them  to  wear  their  own  manufiictures,  even 
rbere  they  excel  what  come  from  abroad :  this  is 
he  true  state  of  Ireland  in  a  Tery  few  words.  These 
Tils  operste  more  every  day,  and  the  kingdom  is 
btolutely  undone,  as  I  have  been  telling  often  in 
tint  these  ten  years  past. 

What  1  have  said  requires  forgiveness,  but  I  had 
mind  for  once  to  let  you  know  the  state  of  our 
fiun,  and  my  reason  for  being  more  moved  than 
terhipt  becomes  a  clergyman  and  a  piece  of  a  phi- 
oiopher;  and  perlutpa  the  increase  of  yean  and 
litoiden  may  hope  for  some  allowance  to  com- 
litintt,  especially  when  I  may  call  myself  a  stranger 
D  a  strange  land.  As  to  poor  Mrs.  Pope  (if  she  be 
till  ilire)  I  heartily  pity  you  and  pity  her:  her 
Teat  piety  and  virtue  will  infallibly  make  her  happy 
&  a  better  life,  and  her  great  age  has  made  her  fully 
ipe  for  heaven  and  the  grave,  and  her  best  friends 
rill  rooit  wish  her  eased  of  her  labours  when  she 
m  00  many  good  works  to  follow  them.  The  loss 
t>a  will  feel  by  the  want  of  her  care  and  kindness  I 
iiow  very  well ;  but  she  has  smply  done  her  part, 
i  JOQ  hsve  yours.  One  reason  why  I  would  have 
ou  in  Ireland  when  you  shall  be  at  your  own  dis- 
mal is,  that  you  may  be  master  of  two  or  three 
van'  revenues,  proniam  frugia  in  awtaa  eopta^  so.  as 
lot  to  be  pinched  in  the  least  when  years  increase, 
ind  perhaps  your  health  impairs;  and  when  this 
lin^oni  is  utterly  at  an  end  you  may  support  me 
or  the  few  years  I  shall  happen  to  live ;  and  who 
inowi  but  yon  may  pay  me  exorbitant  interest  for 
he  vpoonAit  of  wine  and  scraps  of  a  chicken  it  will 
ost  me  to  feed  you  1  I  am  confident  you  have  too 
Duch  reason  to  complain  of  ingratitude  ;  for  I  never 
vt  koew  any  person  one-tenth  part  so  heartily  dis- 
posed aa  you  are  to  do  good  offices  to  others  without 
h«  least  private  view. 
Was  it  sgssconade  to  please  me  that  you  said  your 
ortune  was  increased  100/.  a-year  since  1  left  you  1 
00  should  have  told  me  how.  Those  nAaidia  ae- 
ifctuti  are  extremely  desirable  if  they  could  be  got 
nth  justice  and  without  avarice  t  ctf  which  vice, 
bough  1  cannot  charge  myself  yet,  nor  feel  any  ap- 
proaches toward  it,  yet  no  usurer  more  wishes  to  be 
leher,  or  rather  to  be  surer  of  his  rents.  But  I 
m  not  half  so  moderate  as  you,  for  I  declare  I  can- 
Kit  live  easily  under  double  to  what  you  are  satisfied 
lilh. 

1  hope  Mr.  Gay  will  keep  his  3000/.  and  live  on 
^  interest  without  decreasing  the  principal  one 
>enny;  but  I  do  not  like  )our  seldom  seeing  him. 

hope  he  is  grovm  more  disengaged  from  his  Intent- 
leas  on  his  own  affairs,  which  1  ever  disliked,  and 
» quite  the  reverse  to  )  ou,  unless  you  are  a  very 
tntfrous  disguiser.  I  desire  my  humble  service  to 
ord  Oxford,  lord  Bathurst,  and  particularly  to  Mrs. 
Blount,  but  to  no  lady  st  court.  God  bless  you  for 
^iog  a  greater  dupe  than  I :  I  love  that  character 
^  myself,  but  want  your  charity.    Adieu. 

JONATHAN  Swirr. 


to  this  place  that  I  might  answer  at  least  a  put  of 
it.  1  begin  to-day ;  when  I  shall  finish  I  know 
not ;  perhaps  when  I  get  back  to  my  &nn.  The 
waters  I  have  been  persuaded  to  drink,  and  those 
which  my  friends  drink,  keep  me  fuddled  or  em- 
ployed all  the  morning.  The  afternoons  are  spent 
in  airings  or  visiti,  and  we  go  to  bed  with  the 
chicken. 

Branala,  Seplesaber  17,  N.  8. 
I  have  brought  your  French  acquaintance  [lady 
BoUngbroke]  thus  far  on  her  way  into  her  own 
country,  and  considerably  better  in  health  than  she 
was  when  she  went  to  Aiz.  I  begin  to  entertain 
hopes  that  she  will  recover  such  a  degree  of  health 
as  may  render  old  age  supportable.  Both  of  us 
hsve  closed  the  tenth  lustre,  and  it  is  high  time  to 
determine  how  we  shall  play  the  last  act  of  the 
farce.  Might  not  my  life  be  entitled  much  more 
properly  a  what-dy'e-call-it  than  a  fareet^  Some 
eomedy,  a  great  deal  of  tragedy,  and  the  whole  in- 
tersperaed  with  scenes  of  Harlequin,  Scaramouch* 
and  Dr.  Baloardo,  the  prototype  of  your  hero  Ox- 
ford. I  used  to  think  sometimes  formerly  of  old  age 
and  of  death ;  enough  to  prepare  my  mind ;  not 
enough  to  anticipate  sorrow,  to  dash  the  joys  of 
vouth,  and  to  be  all  my  life  a-dying.  I  &id  the 
benefit  of  this  practice  now,  and  sbaU  find  it  more 
as  I  proceed  on  my  Journey ;  little  regret  when  I 
look  backvrard,  little  apprehension  when  I  look  for- 
ward. You  complain  grievoualy  of  your  aituation 
in  Ireland.  I  could  complain  of  mine  too  in  Eng- 
land, but  I  will  not*  nay,  1  ought  not,  for  I  find,  by 
long  experience,  that  I  can  be  unfortunate  without 
being  unhappy.  I  do  not  approve  your  joining  to- 
gether the  figure  of  living  and  the  pleasure  of  civing, 
though  your  old  prating  friend  Montaigne*  does 
something  like  it  in  one  of  his  rhapsodies :  to  tell 
you  my  reasons  would  be  to  write  an  essay,  and  I 
shall  hardly  have  time  to  write  a  letter ;  but  if  you 
will  come  over  and  live  vrith  Pope  and  me  I  will 
show  you  in  an  instant  why  those  two  things  should 
not  aUer  dapair^  and  that  forced  retrenchments  on 
both  may  be  made  without  making  us  uneasy.  You 
know  that  I  am  too  expensive,  and  all  mankind 
knows  that  I  have  been  cruelly  plundered ;  and  yet 
I  feel  in  my  mind  the  power  of  descending,  without 
anxiety,  two  or  three  stages  more.  In  short,  Mr. 
Dean,  if  you  will  come  to  a  certain  farm  in  Middle- 
scx,c  you  shall  find  that  I  ca|»  live  frugally  without 
growling  at  the  world,  or  beitig  peeviah  vntli  those 
whom  fortune  has  appointed  .to  eat  my  bread,  in- 
stead of  appointing  me  to  eat  theirs ;  and  yet  I  have 
naturally  as  little  disposition  to  frugality  as  any  man 
alive.  You  say  you  are  no  philosopher,  and  1  think 
you  are  in  the  right  to  dislike  a  word  which  is  so 
often  abused ;  but  1  am  sure  you  like  to  follow  res- 
son,  not  custom  (which  is  sometimes  the  reason,  and 
oftener  the  caprice  of  others  of  the  mob  of  the 
world).  Now  to  be  sure  of  doing  this  you  must 
wear  your  philosophical  spectacles  as  constantly  as 
the  Spaniards  used  to  wear  theirs.  You  must  make 
them  part  of  your  dress,  and  sooner  part  with  your 

a  BoUnsbroka  is  vppoftsd  in  a  letlvr  to  POnlUy  to  have  nld 
'*  You.  ana  I,  aod  Pope  ar*  the  only  thire  men  lit  to  raiitt." 
Voltaira.  in  Um  12th  volume  of  hit  lettem,  6en\m  this  anralotr; 
and  adds,  "  J'aime  micux  ee  que  diiaJt  a  wf  eompaniona  la 


FROM  LORD  BOUNGBROKE. 
.  Aix  la-Chapelle.  Auguit  SO.  ITfS.  N.  S. 

I  TOOK  a  letter  of  yours  from  Pope,  and  brought  it 

.  *  ^Vre  mn  many  aeute  and  new  obterrattont  on  the  slate  of 
''*<ud  hi  Berkeley's  *•  Querist.**  by  whleh  he  appears  to  be  as 
{■wtspsliiolsadpoUikiaBas  ia  his  other  works  be  is  a  phi- 
owpher  and  divine; 


Urs.  Tul.  i.  p.  19.  that  in  the  jear  17ti  be  was  at  La  Souice, 
near  Orleans,  wllh  lord  Uolinfbroke ;  to  whom  he  eom  muni- 
eated  the  flr»t  skelehes  of  tlie  "  Hennade/*  and  recvired  fh>m 
him  the  bighsst  ooaunendations. 

^  Yet  there  are  few  writers  that  give  us  sueh  an  insight  Into 
human  nature  as  ttils  old  prater. 

•  Dawley,  the  residence  of  lord  BoUngbroke. 
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broad-brimmed  beayer,  your  gown,  scarf,  or  eren 
that  emblematical  Testment,  your  surplice.  Through 
this  medium  you  will  see  few  things  to  he  Texed  at, 
few  persons  to  be  angry  at. 

Ortend.  October  5. 

And  yet  there  will  frequently  be  things  which  we 
ought  to  wish  altered,  and  persons  whom  we  ought  to 
wish  hanged.  Since  I  am  likely  to  wait  here  for  a 
wind  I  shall  haye  leisure  to  talk  with  you  more  than 
you  will  like  perhaps.  J f  that  should  be  so. you  will 
neyer  t«ll  it  me  grossly,  and  my  vanity  wiU  secure 
me  against  taking  a  bint. 

In  Tour  letter  to  Pope  you  agree  that  a  regard  for 
fiime  becomes  a  man  more  towards  his  exit  than  at 
his  entrance  into  life ;  and  yet  you  confess  that  the 
longer  you  live  the  more  you  grow  indifferent  about 
it.  Your  sentiment  is  true  and  natural ;  your  rea- 
soning I  am  afraid  is  not  so  upon  this  occasion. 
Prudence  will  make  us  desire  fame,  because  it  gives 
us  many  real  and  great  advantages  in  all  the  iJSiurs 
of  life.  Fame  is  the  wise  man's  means;  his  ends 
are  his  own  good  and  the  good  of  society.  Your 
poets  and  oratora  have  inverted  this  order;  you 
propose  fame  as  the  end ;  and  good,  or  at  least  great 
actions,  as  the  means.  You  go  further :  you  teach 
our  self-love  to  anticipate  the  applause  which  we 
suppose  will  be  paid  by  posterity  to  our  names  ;  and 
with  idle  notions  of  immortality  you  turn  other 
heads  beside  your  own :  I  am  afraid  this  may  have 
done  some  harm  in  the  world. 

O&Uis,  OMober  9. 

I  go  on  from  this  place,  whither  1  am  come  in 
hopes  of  getting  to  sea,  which  I  could  not  do  from 
the  port  of  Ostend. 

Fame  is  an  object  which  men  punue  successfully 
by  various  and  even  contrary  courses.  Your  doc- 
trine leads  them  to  look  on  this  end  as  essential,  and 
on  the  means  as  indifferent ;  so  that  Fabricius  and 
CrassuB,  Cato  and  Cesar,  pressed  forward  to  the 
aame  goal.  After  all,  perhaps  it  may  appear,  from  a 
consideration  of  the  depravity  of  mankind,  that  you 
could  do  no  better,  nor  keep  up  virtue  in  tiie  world, 
witiiout  calling  this  passion  or  this  direction  of  self- 
love  in  to  your  aid.  Tacitus  has  crowded  this  excuse 
for  you,  according  to  his  manner,  into  a  maxim, — 
Contemptu  famct  cwdemni  tfirtuieB,  But  now,  whe- 
ther we  consider  fame  as  a  useful  instrument  in  all 
the  occurrences  of  private  and  public  life,  or  whe- 
ther we  consider  it  as  the  cause  of  that  pleasure 
which  our  self-love  is  so  fond  of,  methinks  our  en- 
trance into  life,  or,  to  speak  more  properly,  our 
youth,  not  our  old  age,  is  the  season  when  we  ought 
to  desire  it  most,  and  tiierefore  when  it  is  most  be- 
coming to  desire  it  with  ardour.  If  it  is  useful,  it 
is  to  be  desired  most  when  we  have  or  may  hope  to 
have  a  long  scene  of  action  open  before  us ;  tovrard 
our  exit  this  scene  of  action  is  or  should  be  closed ; 
and  then  methinks  it  is  unbecoming  to  grow  fonder 
of  a  thing  which  we  have  no  longer  occasion  for. 
If  it  is  pleasant,  the  sooner  we  are  in  possession  of 
fame  the  longer  we  shall  enjoy  this  pleasure ;  when 
it  is  acquired  eariy  in  life,  it  may  tickle  us  on  to  old 
age ;  but  when  it  is  acquired  late,  the  sensation  of 
pleasure  will  be  more  faint,  and  mingled  widi  the 
regret  of  our  not  having  tasted  it  sooner. 

From  my  Farm,  October  5,  O.  S. 

I  am  here  ;  I  have  seen  Pope,  and  one  of  my  first 

inquiries  was  after  you.     He  tells  me  a  thing  I  am 

sorry  to  hear :  you  are  building  it  seems  on  a  piece 

of  land  you  have  acquired  for  that  purpose,  in  some. 

county  of  Ireland.^     Though  I  have  built  in  a  part 

of  the  world  [Dawley]  which  I  prefer  very  little  to 

•  Diapler's-hill,  whers  the  dean  entertained  some  Uiottshtoof 
baUding.  * 


that  where  yon  have  been  thrown  and  confined  If 
our  ill  fortune  and  yours,  yet  I  am  sorry  you  doilr 
same  thing.  1  have  repented  a  thousand  timci  of  ay 
resolution ;  and  I  hope  yon  will  repent  of  }9» 
before  it  is  executed.  Pope  tells  me  he  hMtlcoi 
of  yours,  which  I  have  not  seen  yet.  i  shtU  liin 
that  satis&ction  shortly;  and  shatt  be  teiii]itedu 
scribble  to  you  again,  which  is  another  good  mm 
for  making  this  epistle  no  longer  than  it  it  ibtaij. 
Adieu,  therefore,  my  old  and  worthy  friend.  Mir 
the  physical  evils  of  life  faU  as  easily  upon  jm  a 
ever  they  did  on  any  man  who  lived  to  be  oM  1  od 
may  the  moral  evils  which  tunronnd  us  make  u  bib 
impression  on  you  as  they  ought  to  make  « csi 
who  has  such  superior  sense  to  estfanate  thingi  faf 
and  so  much  virtue  to  wrap  himself  up  in! 

My  wife  desires  not  to  be  forgotten  by  yon;  «h 
is  faithfully  your  servant  and  sealoudy  yoor  id- 
mirer.  She  vrili  be  eonoemed  and  diaappoktedKc 
to  find  you  in  this  island  at  her  return ;  whidi  ^ 
both  she  and  I  had  been  made  to  entertain  bcfen ! 
went  abroad. 


FROM  MR.  POPE. 

October  IJt2} 

It  pleases  me  that  you  received  my  book«  at  mt: 
but  you  have  never  once  told  me  if  you  apj»oT(  cf 
the  whole,  or  disapprove  not  of  some  partf,  of  c 
commentary,  &c.  It  was  my  principal  aim  ia  ".- 
entire  work  to  perpetuate  the  friendship  betwtto  j. 
and  to  show  that  the  friends  or  the  enemies  of  t£ 
were  the  friends  or  enemies  of  the  other;  if  il  it 
particular  anything  be  stated  or  mentioned  is  a^ 
ferent  manner  from  what  you  like,  pray  teli  v 
freely,  that  the  new  editions  now  coming  out  br 
may  have  it  rectified..  You  will  find  Uie  octT' 
rather  more  correct  than  the  quarto,  with  vmt  vr 
ditions  to  the  notes  and  epigrams  cast  in,  iriuck  • 
wish  had  been  increased  by  your  acqusintmnc 
Ireland.  I  rejoice  in  hearing  that  Drapier*»-)uU  i* 
to  emulate  Parnassus  ;  I  fear  the  country  abootit  * 
as  much  impoverished.  I  truly  share  ia  «U  us 
troubles  you,  and  wish  you  removed  from  a  wun  ^ 
distress  which  I  know  works  your  conpswufe 
temper  too  stronglv.  But  if  we  are  not  to  hc  ^' 
here,  I  believe  I  shall  once  in  my  life  see  yoo  tlm 
You  think  more  for  me  and  about  me  thin  tf * 
friend  I  have,  and  you  think  better  for  tba^  ^^' 
haps  you  will  not  be  contented,  thou^  1  aid  tkt 
the  additional  100^  a-year  is  only  for  my  life.  ^) 
mother  is  yet  living,  and  I  thank  Godfofit**^ 
will  never  be  troublesome  to  me,  if  she  be  &«<  ^ 
to  herself:  but  a  melancholy  object  it  is  to  o^kh^ 
the  gradual  decays  both  of  body  and  mind  is  &  F' 
son  to  whom  one  is  tied  by  the  links  of  both.  > 
cannot  tell  whether  her  death  itself  would  be  - 
afflicting. 

You  are  too  careful  of  my  worldly  aibixs ;  I  *^ 
rich  enough,  and  I  can  afford  to  give  away  1^ 
a-year.  Do  not  be  angry :  I  will  not  live  to  be  v«r 
old.  I  have  revelations  to  the  contrary.  I  *^ 
not  crawl  upon  the  earth  without  doing  a  littW  f^' 
when  I  have  a  mind  to  do  it :  I  will  enjoy  tte  ^ 
sure  of  what  I  give  by  giving  it  alive,  sod  km^ 
another  enjoy  it.  MThen  1  die,  I  should  be  tsbcti 
to  leave  enough  to  build  me  a  momunent  if  ^ 
were  a  wanting  friend  above  ground.  , 

Mr.  Gay  assures  me  his  SOOOf.  is  kept  cntiiv  la- 
sacred ;  he  seems  to  languish  after  a  Une  6on  J^ 
and  complains  tenderly.  Lord  Bolingbrokf  has  t^i^* 
me  ten  times  over  he  vraa  going  to  write  to  ^ 
Has  he  or  noti  The  doctor  [Arbothnot]  i>  >>^ 
tenble  both  in  friendship  and  qnadrille:  V»  •* 
has  been  very  near  death  )ut  w«*k :  las  (vo  ^ 
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hm  buried  their  witm  within  th«ie  six  weeks. 
jt7  is  tizty  milei  off,  and  hM  been  wo  all  this  sum- 
ner  with  the  doke  and  ducheie  of  Queenaberry. 
9e  is  the  same  man :  to  is  every  one  here  that  you 
jtow :  mankind  is  nnamcndable.  Optimua  tile  ^ 
unimit  wyetur.  Poor  Mrs.  •**  is  like  the  rest ; 
he  cries  at  the  thorn  in  her  foot,  bat  will  suflfer  no- 
lodj  to  pull  it  oat.  The  coart  lady  [Mrs.  Howard] 
;  hare  a  good  opinion  of,  yet  I  hare  treated  her 
Bore  negl^entiy  than  you  would  do,  because  you 
ike  to  tee  the  inside  of  a  court,  which  I  do  not.  I 
isTe  eeen  her  but  twice.  You  have  a  desperate 
and  tt  dashing  out  a  character  by  great  strokes, 
od  tt  the  eame  time  a  delicate  one  at  fine  touches, 
iod  forbid  you  should  draw  mine  if  I  were  con- 
clous  of  any  guilt :  but  if  I  were  conacioas  only  of 
ftlly,  God  send  it !  for  as  nobody  can  detect  a  great 
uiit  to  well  as  you,  nobody  would  so  well  hide  a 
mall  one.  But  after  all  that  lady  means  to  do  good, 
lad  does  no  harm,  which  is  a  vast  deal  for  a  courtier. 
!  can  assure  you  that  lord  Peterborough  always 
peaks  kindly  of  you,  and  certainly  has  as  great  a 
otnd  to  be  your  friend  as  any  one.  I  must  throw 
way  my  pen ;  it  cannot,  it  will  never  tell  you  what 
inwardly  am  to  yon.  Quod  negueo  nunutrart,  et 
ntiotantum. 


even  from  me,  when  I  wondered  how  you  were  tbla 
to  live  with  your  whole  little  revenue.    Adieu* 

JoMATHAK  Swift. 


TO  USL.  POPE. 

October  81. 17S9. 
iov  were  so  careful  of  sending  me  the  **  Dundad  " 
Ikat  I  have  receivcid  five  of  them,  and  have  pleased  four 
rieoda.  I  am  one  of  everybody  who  approve  every 
art  of  it,  text  and  comment ;  but  am  one  abstracted 
rom  everybody  in  the  happiness  of  being  recorded 
oor  friend  while  wit,  and  humour,  and  politeness, 
ball  have  any  memorial  among  us.  As  for  your 
ciavo  edition  we  know  nothing  of  it,  for  we  have 
a  octavo  of  our  own  which  has  sold  wonderfully, 
oniidering  our  poverty,  and  dulness  the  conse- 
iuence  of  it. 

i  write  this  post  to  lord  Bolingbroke,  and  tell  him 
a  mj  letter  that,  with  a  great  deal  of  loss  for  a  frolic, 

will  fly  as  soon  as  build :  I  have  neither  years,  nor 
pirita,  nor  money,  nor  patience,  for  su<^  amuse- 
Benta.  The  frolic  is  gone  off,  and  1  am  only  \QOl, 
he  poorer.  But  this  kingdom  is  grown  so  exces- 
irely  poor  that  we  wise  men  must  think  of  nothing 
'ut  getting  a  little  ready  money.  It  is  thought 
bete  are  not  200,000^  of  specie  in  the  whole  island ; 
Mr  we  return  thrice  as  much  to  our  absentees  as  we 
et  by  trade,  and  so  are  all  inevitably  undone; 
rbich  I  have  been  telling  them  in  print  these  ten 
cara  to  as  little  purpose  as  if  it  came  from  the 
olpiL    And  this  is  enough  for  Irish  politics,  which 

only  mention  because  it  so  nearly  touches  myself. 

must  repeat  what  I  believe  I  have  ssid  before,  that 

pity  you  much  more  than  Mrs.  Pope.  Such  a 
areat  and  friend  hourly  declining  before  your  eyes 
i  an  object  very  unfit  for  your  health,  and  duty,  and 
nuier  disposition ;  and  I  pray  God  it  may  not  affect 
OQ  too  much.  I  am  as  much  satisfied  that  your  ad- 
litional  100^  per  annum  is  for  your  life  as  if  it  were 
n  ever.     You  have  enough  to  leave  your  friends ; 

would  not  have  them  glad  to  be  rid  of  you  ;  and  I 
ball  take  care  that  none  but  my  enemies  will  be 
:lad  to  get  rid  of  me.    You  have  embroiled  me  with 

ord  B — about  the  figure  of  living  and  the 

•Icaaure  of  giving.  I  am  under  the  necessity  of 
ome  little  paltry  figure  in  the  station  I  am ;  but  I 
Bake  it  as  little  as  possible.  As  to  the  other  part, 
ou  are  base,  because  I  thought  myself  as  great  a 
|iver  as  ever  was  of  my  ability ;  and  yet  in  propor- 
ion  you  exceed,  and  have  kept  it  till  now  a  aecret 


TO  LORD  BOUNOBROKB. 

Dahlia.  Oofeobra  SI.  ITIS. 
I  R£CEiVBO  your  lordship's  travelling  letter  of  several 
dates,  at  several  stages,  and  from  different  nations, 
languages,  and  religions.    Neither  could  anything 
be  more  obliging  than  your  kind  remembrance  of 
me  in  so  many  places.    As  to  your  ten  lustres,  I 
remember,  when  I  complained  in  a  letter  to  Prior 
that  I  was  fifty  years  old,  he  was  half  angry  in  jest* 
and  answered  me  out  of  Terence,  itta  eomm^monUio 
e»t  qutui  txpnIurtUio.    How  then  ought  I  to  rattle 
you  when  1  have  a  doien  years  more  to  answer  for, 
all  monastieally  passed  in  this  countiy  of  liberty,  and 
delight,  and  money,  and  good  company !    1  go  on 
answering  your  letter ;  it  is  you  were  my  hero,  but 
the  other  [lord  Oxford]  never  was ;  yet  if  he  were, 
it  was  your  own  fault  who  taught  me  to  love  himi 
and  often  vindicated  him  in  the  beginning  of  vour 
ministry  from  my  accusations.    But  I  granted  he 
had  the  greatest  inequalities  of  any  man  alive,  and 
his  whole  scene  was  fifty  times  more  a  what-d'ye- 
call-it  than  yours,  for  I  declare  youra  was  imie  ;  and 
I  wish  you  would  so  order  it  that  the  world  may  be 
as  wise  as  I  upon  that  article.    Mr.  Pope  wishes  it 
too,  and  I  believe  there  is  not  a  more  honest  man  in 
England  even  without  wit.    But  you  regard  us  not. 
I  was  forty-seven  years  old  when  1  began  to  think 
of  death  ;^  and  the  reflections  upon  it  now  begin 
when  I  wake  in  the  morning,  and  end  when  1  am 
going  to  sleep. — ^I  wrote  to  Mr.  Pope,  and  not  to 
you.    My  birth,  althou|^  from  a  funily  not  undis- 
tinguished in  its  time,  is  many  degrees  inferior  to 
yours;   all  my  pretensions  from  person  and  parU 
infinitely  so ;  I  a  younger  son  of  younger  sons,  you 
bom  to  a  great  fortune ;  yet  1  see  you  with  all  your 
advantagea  sunk  to  a  degree  that  you  eould  never 
have  been  without  them  :  but  yet  I  see  you  as  much 
esteemed,  as  much  beloved,  as  much  dreaded,  and 
perhapa  more  (though  it  be  almost  impossible),  than 
ever  you  were  in  your  highest  exaltation;  only  1 
grieve  like  an  alderman  that  you  are  not  so  rich. 
And  yet,  my  lord,  1  pretend  to  value  money  as  little 
as  you,  and  I  will  call  five  hundred  witnesses  (if  you 
will  Uke  Irish  witnesses)  to  prove  iU    I  renounce 
your  whole  philosophy  because  it  is  not  vour  piac* 
tice.    By  the  figure  of  Uving  (if  I  used  that  expres- 
sion  to  Mr.  Pope),  I  do  not  mean  the  parade,  but  a 
suitableness  to  your  mind ;  and  as  ibr  the  pleasure 
of  giving,  I  know  your  soul  suffers  when  you  are 
debarred  of  it.     Could  you,  when  your  own  gene- 
rosity and  contempt  of  outward  thlnga  (be  not  of* 
fended,  it  is  no  eccleaiastical,  but  an  £pictetian 
phrase),  could  you,  when  these  have  brought  you  to 
it,  come  over  and  live  with  Mr.  Pope  and  me  at  the 
deanery  1    I  could  almost  wish  the  experiment  were 
tried.— No,  God  forbid  that  ever  such  a  scoundrel 
as  Want  should  dare  to  approach  me.    But  in  the 
mean  time  do  not  brag ;  retrenchments  are  not  your 
talent.     But,  as  old  Weymouth  said  to  me  in  his 
lordly  Latin,  PhitoBopha  vtrbch  ignava  Optra  i  I  wiah 
you  could  learn  arithmetic,  that  three  and  two  make 
five,  and  will  never  make  more.     My  philosophical 
spectacles  which  you  advise  me  to  will  tell  me  that  I 
can  live  upon  fifty  pounds  a-year  (wine  excluded, 
which  my  bad  health  forces  me  to),  but  I  cannot 
endure  that  oHmn  should  be  sine  digmiiaU, — My 
lord,  what  I  would  have  said  of  fame  is  meant  of 
fame  which  a  man  ex^joys  in  this  life;  because  I 
cannot  be  a  great  lord  1  would  acquire  what  is  a 
■  Tlie  year  of  qiwfn  Amie't  death. 
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Itind  of  wbtidium,  I  would  endeafour  that  toy  bet- 
ten  ihould  seek  me  by  the  merit  of  something  die- 
tinguiahable,  instead  of  my  seeking  them.  The 
desire  of  enjoying  it  in  after-times  is  owing  to  the 
spirit  and  folly  of  youth :  but  with  age  we  learn  to 
know  the  house  is  so  full  that  there  is  no  room  for 
abore  one  or  two  at  most  in  an  age  through  the 
whole  world.  My  lord,  I  hate  and  love  to  write 
you ;  it  gives  me  pleasure,  and  kills  me  with  melan- 
choly.   The  d take  stupidity,  that  it  will  not 

come  to  supply  the  want  of  philosophy. 

Jonathan  Swift. 


FROM  MR.  GAY. 
Middleton  Stooey.  November  9,  1799. 
1  HAVE  long  known  you  to  be  my  friend  upon  seve- 
ral occasions,  and  particulariy  by  your  reproofs  and 
admonitions.  There  is  one  thing  which  you  have 
often  put  me  in  mind  of,  the  overrunning  you  with 
an  answer  before  you  had  spoken.  You  find  I  am 
not  a  bit  the  better  for  it;  for  I  still  write  and  write 
on  without  having  a  word  of  an  answer.  I  have 
heard  of  you  once  by  Mr.  Pope  :  let  Mr.  Pope  hear 
of  you  the  next  time  by  me.  By  this  way  of  treat- 
ing  me — I  mean  by  your  not  letting  me  know  that 
you  remember  me,  you  are  very  partial  to  me — I 
should  have  said  rery  just  to  me.  You  seem  to 
think  that  I  do  not  want  to  be  put  in  mind  of  you, 
which  is  very  true  ;  for  I  think  of  you  very  often, 
and  as  often  wish  to  be  with  you.  I  have  been  in 
Oxfordshire  with  the  duke  of  Queensberry  for  these 
three  months,  and  have  had  very  little  correspondence 
with  any  of  our  friends.  I  have  employed  my  time 
in  new  writing  a  damned  play  which  I  wrote  several 
years  ago,  called  ••  The  Wife  of  Bath."*  As  it  is 
approved  or  disapproved  of  by  my  friends  when  I 
come  to  town,  I  shall  either  have  it  acted  or  let  it 
alone,  if  weak  brethren  do  not  take  offence  at  it. 
The  ridicule  turns  upon  superstition,  and  I  have 
avoided  tlie  very  words  bribery  and  corruption. 
Folly,  indeed,  is  a  word  that  I  have  ventured  to 
make  use  of;  but  that  is  a  term  that  never  gave 
Ibois  offence.  It  is  a  common  saying  that  he  is 
wise,  that  knows  himself.  What  has  happened  of 
late  I  think  is  a  proof  that  it  is  not  limited  to  the 
wise. 

My  lord  Bathurst  is  still  our  cashier :  when  I  see 
him  i  intend  to  settle  our  accounts,  and  repay  my* 
self  the  6/.  out  of  the  200^.  I  owe  you.  Next  week 
1  believe  I  shall  be  in  town :  not  at  Whitehall,  for 
those  lodgings  were  judged  not  convenient  for  me 
and  were  disposed  of.  Direct  to  me  at  the  duke  of 
Queensberry's,  in  Burlington-gardens,  near  Picca- 
dilly. You  have  often  twitted  me  in  the  teeth  for 
hankering  after  the  court :  in  that  you  mistook  me ; 
for  I  know  by  experience  that  there  is  no  dependence 
that  can  be  sure  but  a  dependence  upon  oneself. 
I  will  take  care  of  the  little  fortune  I  have  got.  I 
know  you  will  take  this  resolution  kindly,  and  you 
see  my  inclinations  will  make  me  write  to  you 
whether  you  will  write  to  me  or  not.  I  am,  dear 
lir,  yours  most  sincerely  and  most  affectionately, 

J.  Gay. 
P.S.  To  the  lady  I  Uve  with  I  owe  my  life  and  for- 
tune :  think  of  her  with  respect ;  value  and  es- 
teem her  as  I  do  ;  never  more  despise  a  fork  with 
three  prongs.  I  wish,  too,  you  would  not  eat 
from  the  point  of  your  knife.    She  has  so  much 

•  Tlii*  conady  wa«  the'ftnt  he  wrote,  and  wmi  uiMOoc««Ailly 
perrormcd  at  the  theatre  in  Drurylane  in  the  year  1713.  It  was 
altered  by  the  author,  and  rtfvived  several  year*  aAer  [1730] 
■t the  theatre  in  Liacoln'eiunflelds,  and  coodemned  a  second 
tine,  allhoogh  the  author's  reputation  was  then  at  its  height 
from  the  anoommon  suooew  orhis  '*  Be^rvar's  Open." 


goodness,  virtue,  and  generosity,  that  if  yoakAn 
her  you  would  have  a  pleasure  in  obeying  beta 
I  do.    She  often  wishes  she  had  known  joa 


FROM  LORD  BOUNOBSOKK. 

Nfif«Biter  It.  t!9 
I  PINO  that  you  have  laid  aside  yourprojectof  buU- 
ing  in  Ireland,  and  that  we  shall  see  jmmHa 
island  eum  gepkyrit,  et  Mnmdme  primd.  IkMf 
not  whether  the  love  of  fame  increases  as  we  sdnif 
in  age,  sure  I  am  that  the  force  of  friendship  6etK 
I  loved  you  almost  twenty  years  ago ;  I  tboofbt  c^ 
you  as  well  as  I  do  now ;  better  was  beyond  t^r 
power  of  conception— or,  to  avoid  an  equifoqw.W- 
yond  the  extent  of  my  ideaa.  Whether  ymin 
more  obliged  to  me  for  loving  you  as  well  vk^  1 
knew  you  less,  or  for  loving  you  as  well  after  lotc; 
you  so  many  years,  I  shall  not  determine :  wfaa  1 
would  say  is  this :  while  my  mind  grows  dailj  iw^ 
independent  of  the  world,  and  feels  less  seed  <t 
leaning  on  external  objects,  the  ideas  of  friendib 
return  oftener — they  buisy  me,  they  vrarm  mc  im>. 
Is  it  that  we  grow  more  tender  as  the  mooentitf  <^ 
great  separation  approaches,  or  ia  it  that  they  vbo  1 1 
to  live  together  in  another  state  (for  ten  wfo 
nan  niti  inter  bonoa)  begin  to  feel  more  stronglY  t!»t 
divine  sympathy  which  is  to  be  the  great  hud  (f 
their  future  society  f  There  is  no  one  thought  «br. 
soothes  my  mind  like  this :  I  encourage  my  iznipk- 
tion  to  pursue  it,  and  am  heartily  afflicted  vhn 
another  faculty*  of  the  intellect  comes  boisteit>»li!3 
and  wakes  horn  so  pleasing  a  dream,  if  it  be  s  dmr 
I  will  dwell  no  more  on  economics  than  I  hsTpdc* 
in  my  former  letter :  thus  much  only  I  willfsy*^ 
otium  cum  diffniiate  is  to  be  had  with  500^.  trW 
as  well  as  with  6000^. ;  the  difference  trill  be  foiRi 
in  the  value  of  the  man  and  not  in  that  d  ^ 
estate.  I  do  assure  you  that  I  hare  never  quitted  t^ 
design  of  collecting,  revising,  improving,  ud  a- 
tending  several  materials  which  are  still  in  aj 
power ;  and  I  hope  that  the  time  of  setting  nnti 
about  this  last  work  of  my  life  ia  not  ftr  off.  Met 
papers  of  much  curiosity  and  importance  we  l»A 
and  some  of  them  in  a  manner  which  would  fsrp*^ 
and  anger  you  :  however,  I  shall  be  able  to  wtrr 
several  great  truths  to  posterity  so  clearly  and  » >*■ 
thentically  that  the  Buraeto  and  the  OldrntMSic' 
another  age  may  rail  but  not  be  able  to  deeei« 
Adieu,  my  friend.  I  have  taken  up  moreoftlf 
paper  than  belongs  to  me,  since  Pope  is  to  ink 
to  you ;  no  matter,  for  upon  recollection  tbe  ra!^ 
of  proportion  are  not  broken  ;  he  will  say  as  sxr" 
to  you  in  one  page  as  I  have  said  in  tluree.  Bidbs 
talk  to  you  of  the  work  he  is  about  :*>  I  bop* » 
good  earnest  it  is  a  fine  one,  and  wilt  beinbttbic^ 
an  original.  His  sole  complaint  is  that  he  fiodi  c 
too  easy  in  the  execution :  this  flatten  his  h^ae*'- 
it  flatters  my  judgment,  who  always  thongbttbj 
(universal  as  his  talents  are)  this  is  eminently  w 
peculiarly  his  above  all  the  writera  I  know,  linK^* 
dead :  I  do  not  except  Horace.  Adi«. 

«  Vli.  mtsoR.  Tttlly  (to  vrhom  the  leHei^writpr 
allnde)  observes  something  like  thison  the  like  oeeanBe 
speaking  oC  Plato's  famous  book  of  tlte  teal,  he  «}§. ' 
quomodo.  dam  lejfo,  adsentior  :  eum  poatii  libmm,  << 
ipse  de  immortaliiate  animoram  ooepi coritare,  adiai»»>g»* 
nis  elabitnr."  Cieero  seemi>  to  have  had  bat  a  eooAiMd  v^ 
of  the  canse  of  the  slippery  nalare  of  this  saiat.  vUcku*  v* 
te^ writer  has  here  explained ;  namely,  thai  the  iBH^istfi*  ' 
always  ready  to  indulge  so  flattering  attidc«,b<itieirrrrrn«« 
corrects  and  diaclaims  it.  As  to  religion,  thai  is  «'«r 
question ;  tor  Tally  wrote  to  his  few  ohlkMophie  fHsofc;  w^ 
as  has  been  the  Aiu  of  his  Loidship'a  Ont  pbilo!«rky  ^  «*;* 
this  whole  matter  is  explained  at  large),  it  cams  at  U<  t^^ 
handsof  the  public.  .    ^. 

b  ..  s^y  ou  iiu ,»  ^  ^IjI^ii  tberelbie  it  ap|i«an  be  •» 

emplojedia  ITSS. 


to 

Vtlft. 
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FBOM  MR.  FOPB. 

Narflmter  >8.  ITtt. 
This  letter  (like  all  mint)  will  be  a  rhapsody :  it  ii 
muiy  yean  ago  tince  I  wrote  as  a  wit^  How  many 
occurrences  or  informations  must  one  omit  if  once 
determined  to  say  nothing  that  one  could  not  say 
prettily!  I  lately  receiTed,  from  the  widow  of  one 
dead  correspondent  and  the  father  of  another,  seve- 
nl  of  my  own  letters  of  about  fifteen  and  twenty 
)ear«  old ;  and  it  was  not  unentertaining  to  myself 
10  obserre  how  and  by  what  degrees  I  ceased  to  be  a 
witty  writer ;  as  either  my  experience  grew  on  the 
one  hand,  or  my  affection  to  my  correspondents  on 
the  other.  Now  as  I  love  you  better  than  most  I 
have  eTer  met  with  in  the  world,  and  esteem  you 
too  the  more  the  longer  I  have  compared  you  with 
the  rest  of  the  worlcC  so  inevitably  1  write  to  you 
more  negligently — that  is,  more  openly ;  and  what 
ail  but  such  as  love  one  another  will  call  writing 
woiic.  I  smile  to  think  how  Curll  would  be  bit 
were  our  epistles  to  fall  into  his  hands ;  and  how 
giortoQsly  they  would  fall  short  of  every  ingenious 
leader's  expectations. 

Vou  cannot  imagine  what  a  vanity  it  is  to  me  to 
hare  something  to  rebuke  you  for  in  the  way  of  eco- 
nomy. I  love  the  man  that  builds  a  house  nAito 
tA^ttuo,  and  makes  a  wall  for  a  horse,  then  cries 
**  We  wise  men  must  think  of  nothing  but  getting 
ready  money."  I  am  glad  you  approve  my  annuity ; 
all  we  have  ia  this  world  is  no  more  than  an  annuity 
•a  to  our  own  enjoyment :  but  I  will  increase  your 
regard  for  my  wisdom  and  tell  you  that  this  annuity 
includes  also  the  life  of  another  [his  mother],  whose 
concern  ought  to  be  as  near  to  me  as  my  own,  and 
with  whom  my  whole  prospects  ought  to  finish.  1 
By  throw  javelin  of  hope  no  farther,  mr  bre9i/orU$ 
joatlamw  «p«o,  ftc.^ 

The  second  (as  it  is  called,  but  indeed  the  eighth) 
edition  of  the  **  Dunciad,"  with  some  additional  notes 
ind  epigrams,  shall  be  sent  you  if  I  know  any  op- 
portunity :  if  they  reprint  it  with  you  let  them  by 
ill  means  follow  that  8vo  edition.  The  «'  Drapier's 
Letters*'  are  again  printed  here,  very  laudably  as  to 
paper,  print,  Ac.—- for  you  know  I  disapprove  Irish 
poLtics  (as  my  commentator  tells  you),  being  a 
itrong  and  Jealous  subject  of  England.  The  lady 
^OQ  mention  you  ought  not  to  complain  of  for  not 
icknowledging  your  present ;  she  having  lately  re- 
«tTed  a  much  richer  present  from  Mr.  Knight,  of  the 
^uth  Sea ;  and  you  are  sensible  she  cannot  ever 
etum  it  to  one  in  the  condition  of  an  outlaw.  It 
fe  certain,  aa  he  never  can  expect  any  fevour,  his 
Dotive  must  be  wholly  disinterested.  Will  not  this 
vflection  make  you  blush  t  Your  continual  de- 
4oring«  of  Ireland  make  me  wish  you  were  here 
oog  enough  to  forget  those  scenes  that  so  afflict  you : 
am  only  afraid,  if  you  were,  you  would  grow  such  a 
latriot  here,  too,  as  not  to  be  quite  at  ease  for  your 
BTeof  old  England.  It  is  very  possible  vour  Journey 
B  the  time  I  compute  might  exactly  tally  with  my 
itended  one  to  you ;  and  if  you  must  soon  again  go 
ack  you  would  not  be  unattended.  For  the  poor 
vman  decnya  perceptibly  every  week ;  and  the  win- 
'r  may  too  probably  put  an  end  to  a  very  long  and 
very  irreproachable  life.  My  constant  attendance 
B  her  doem  indeed  affect  my  mind  very  much,  and 
Men  extremely  my  desires  of  long  life ;  since  I  see 
le  best  that  can  come  of  it  is  a  miserable  benedic- 
on.  1  look  upon  myself  to  be  many  years  older 
I  two  yemrs  aince  you  saw  me :  the  natural  imbe- 
lity  of  my  body,  joined  now  to  this  acquired  old 

*  He  aacd  to  ^ralne  Idaaaelf  on  thia  |MrUca1ar. 
k  Why  do  we  dart  wltfk  safer  ttrlfe 
At  thliiga  beyond  the  sMrk  of  life? 


age  of  the  mind,  makes  me  at  least  aa  old  as  yon; 
and  we  are  the  fitter  to  crawl  down  the  hill  together : 
I  only  desire  I  may  be  able  to  keep  pace  with  you. 
My  firat  friendship,  at  sixteen,  was  contracted  with 
a  man  of  seventy  ;   and  I  found  him  not  grave 
enough  or  consistent  enough  for  me,   though  we 
lived  well  to  his  death :  1  speak  of  ohi  Mr.  Wycher- 
ley ;  some  letters   of  whom  (by  the  bye)  and  of 
mine  the  bookaellers  have  got  and  printed;   cot 
without  the  concurrence  of  a  noble  friend  of  mine 
and  yours.     I  do  not  much  approve  of  it,  though 
there  is  nothing  for  me  to  be  ashamed  of;  because  I 
will  not  be  ashamed  of  anything  I  do  not  do  myself, 
or  of  anything  that  is  not  immoral  but  merely  dull : 
as  for  instance,  if  they  printed  this  letter  I  am  now 
writing,  which  they  easily  may  if  the  underlings  at 
the  post-office  please  to  take  a  copy  of  it.  1  admire  on 
this  consideration  your  sending  your  last  to  me  quite 
open,  without  a  seal,  wafer,  or  any  closure  whatever, 
manifesting   the  utter   openness  of  the  writer.     I 
would  do  the  same  by  this,  but  fear  it  would  look  like 
affectation  to  send  two  letters  so  together.  1  vrill  fully 
represent  to  our  friend  (and  I  doubt  not  it  will  touch 
his  heart)  what  you  so  feelingly  set  forth  as  to  the 
badness  of  your  burgundy,  Ac. :  he  is  an  extremely 
honest  man,  and  indeed  ought  to  be  eo,  considering 
how  very  indiscreet  and  unreserved  he  is ;  but  I  do 
not  approve  this  part  of  haa  character,  and  vrill  never 
join  with  him  in  any  of  his  idleness  in  the  way  of 
wiu    You  know  my  maxim,  to  keep  as  clear  of  all 
offence  as  I  am  clear  of  all  intereat  in  either  party. 
I  was  once  displeased  before  at  you  for  complaining 
to  Mr.  — ^-^  of  my  not  having  a  pension ;  and  am 
so  again  at  your  naming  it  to  a  certain  lord.     1  have 
given  proof  in  the  course  of  my  whole  life  (from  the 
time  when  I  was  in  the  friendship  ot  lord  BoUng- 
broke  and  Mr.  Craggs  even  to  this  when  I  am  ciriUy 
treated  by  sir  Robert  Walpole)  that  I  never  thought 
myself  so  warm  in  any  party's  cause  aa  to  deserve 
their  money,  and  therefore  would  never  have  ac- 
cepted it ;  but  give  me  leave  to  tell  yon  that  of  all 
mankind  the  two  persons  1  would   least  have   ac- 
cepted any  fevour  from  are  those  verv  two  to  whom 
you  have  unluckily  spoken  of  it.     I  desire  yon  to 
take  off  any  impressions  which  that  dialogue  may 
have  left  on  his  lordship's  mind,  as  if  I  ever  had  any 
thought  of  being  beholden  to  him  or  any  other  in 
that  way.    And  yet  you  know  I  am  no  enemy  to  the 
present  constitution :   1  believe  as  aineere  a  well- 
wisher  to  it^nay,  even  to  the  church  eatablished,  as 
any  minister  in  or  out  of  employment  whatever,  or 
any  bishop  of  England  or  Ireland.    Yet  I  am  of  the 
religion  of  Erasmus— a  Catholic ;   so  I  live,  so  I 
shall  die ;  and  hope  one  day  to  meet  you,  bishop 
Atterbury,  and  the  younger  Craggs,  Dr.  Oarth,  dean 
Berkeley,  and  Mr.  Hutchinson  in  that  place4o  which 
God  of  bis  infinite  mercy  bring  us  and  everybody. 

I^rd  B.'s  answer  to  vour  letter  I  have  just  received, 
and  join  it  to  this  packet.  The  work  he  speaks  of 
with  such  abundant  partiality  is  a  system  of  ethics 
in  the  Horatian  way. 

TO  A  CEKTAIN  ESQUIRE^ 

Jaauarv  S,  17S0. 
Six, — Seeing  your  frank  on  the  outside  and  your  ad- 
dress in  the  same  hand,  it  was  obvious  who  was  the 
writer.  And  before  I  opened  it,  a  worthy  friend 
being  with  me,  1  told  him  the  contents  of  the  dif- 
ference between  us :  that  your  tithes  being  gene- 
rally worth  five  or  six  pounds  per  annum,  and  by 
the  terror  of  squireship  frighting  my  agent  to  take 

•  The  deaa.  wIm>  laeieiiasd  the  Hlrbv  of  Ueaeor  fevetal  eeras» 
ivMated  any  attempi  to  lafHnge  upon  ihe  property  he  had  added 
to  it. 
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what  you  graciously  thought  fit  to  givet  you 
wrouged  me  of  half  my  due  every  year;  that,  having 
held  from  your  father  an  island  Mrorth  three -pence  a- 
year  which  I  planted  and  paid  two  shillings  annually 
for»  and  heing  out  of  possession  of  the  said  island 
seven  or  eight  years*  there  could  not  possibly  be  above 
four  shillings  due  to  you,  for  which  you  have  thought 
proper  to  stop  three  or  four  years'  tithe,  at  your  own 
rate  of  two  pounds  five  shillings  a-year  (as  I  re- 
raember),  and  still  continue  to  stop  it  on  pretence 
that  the  said  island  was  not  surrendered  to  you  in 
form*  although  you  have  cut  down  more  plantations 
of  willows  and  abeles  than  would  purchase  a  dozen 
such  islands,  i  told  my  friend  "  that  this  talent  of 
esquires  prevailed  very  much  formerly  in  the  coun- 
try :  that  as  to  yourself,  from  the  badness  of  your 
education  against  all  my  advices  and  endeavours, 
and  from  the  cast  of  your  nature,  as  well  as  snother 
circumstance  which  1  shall  not  mention,  1  expected 
nothing  from  you  that  became  a  gentleman :  that  I 
had  expostulated  this  scurvy  matter  very  gently  with 
you ;  that  I  conceived  this  letter  was  an  answer ; 
Chat  from  the  prerogative  of  a  good  estste,  however 
gotten,  and  the  practice  of  lording  over  a  few  Irish 
wretches,  and  from  the  natural  want  of  better  think- 
ing, I  was  sure  your  answer  would  be  extremely  rude 
and  stupid — ^full  of  very  bad  language  in  all  senses ; 
that  a  bear  in  a  wilderness  will  as  soon  fix  on  a  philo- 
sopher as  on  a  cottager ;  and  a  man  wholly  void  of 
education,  judgment,  or  distinction  of  persons  hss 
no  regard  in  his  insolence  but  to  the  passion  of  fear : 
and  how  heartily  I  wished  that,  to  make  you  show 
your  humility,  your  quarrel  bad  rather  b€«n  with  a 
captain  of  dragoons  than  the  dean  of  St.  Patrick's." 

All  this  happened  before  my  opening  your  letter ; 
which  being  read,  my  friend  told  me,  **  I  vnw  an  ill 
guesser ;  that  you  affirmed  you  despised  me  only  as 
a  clergyman,  by  your  own  confession ;  and  that  you 
had  reason,  because  clergymen  pretend  to  learning, 
wherein  you  value  yourself  as  what  you  are  an  utter 
stranger  to." 

I  took  some  pains  in  providing  and  advising  about 
your  education  ;  but  since  you  have  made  so  ill  use 
of  my  rules,  I  cannot  deny  that,  according  to  your 
own  principles,  your  usage  of  me  is  just.  You  are 
wholly  out  of  my  danger ;  the  weapons  I  tise  will  do 
you  no  hurt ;  and  to  that  which  would  keep  nicer 
men  in  awe  you  are  insensible.  A  needle  against  a 
stone  wall  can  make  no  impression.  Your  faculty 
lies  in  making  baigains ;  stick  to  that.  Lfcave  your 
children  a  better  estate  than  your  father  left  you ;  as 
he  left  you  much  more  than  your  grand&ther  left  him. 
Your  father  and  you  are  much  wiser  than  I,  who 
gave  among  you  fifty  years'  purchase  for  land,  for 
which  I  am  not  to  see  one  farthing.  This  was  in- 
tended as  an  encouragement  to  a  clergyman  to  reside 
among  you  whenever  any  of  your  posterity  shall 
be  able  to  distinguish  a  man  from  a  beast.  One 
thing  I  desire  you  will  be  set  right  in :  I  do  not 
despise  all  squires.  It  is  true,  I  despise  the  bulk  of 
them.  But  pray  take  notice,  that  a  squire  must 
have  some  merit  before  I  shall  honour  him  with  my 
contempt ;  for  I  do  not  despise  a  fiy,  a  maggot,  or  a 
mite. 

If  you  send  me  an  answer  to  this,  1  shall  not  read 
it,  but  open  it  before  company,  and  in  their  presence 
bum  it,  for  no  other  reason  but  the  detestation  of 
bad  spelling,  no  grammar,  and  that  pertness  which 
proceeds  from  ignorance  and  an  invincible  want  of 
taste. 

I  have  ordered  a  copy  of  this  letter  to  be  taken, 
with  an  intention  to  print  it  as  a  mark  of  my  esteem 
lor  you ;  which,  however,  perhaps  I  shall  not  pursue, 
ior  I  could  willingly  excuse  our  two  nsmes  from 


standing  in  the  same  p^per,  tince  I  sm  confident  Tr>Q 

have  as  little  desire  of  fit  me  as  I  hsve  to  give  it  }ou. 
I  wish  many  happy  new-years  to  you  tad  }oaf 

family ;  and  am,  with  truth,  your  friend  and  humb!« 

servant. 

Let  me  add  something  serious :  That,  as  it  it  beU  u 
imprudent  thing  to  provoke  valour,  w,  I  confes, 
it  was  imprudent  in  me  to  provoke  rudenrs; 
which,  as  it  was  my  own  standing  mlenocrtoiia, 
except  in  cases  where  I  had  power  to  ponith  it, » 
my  error  proceeded  from  a  better  opinion  of  m 
than  you  have  thought  fit  to  make  good :  for  vitii 
every  fttult  in  your  nature,  your  education«iJ 
your  understanding,  I  never  imagined  youso  uUerl/ 
devoid  of  knowing  some  little  distinction  betvria 
persons. 


FROM  LORD  BATHURST. 

Pebrau7  IS.  i:x 

Dear  Dean, — I  have  this  moment  received  a  \sTat 

from  you  ;  but  it  is  the  fitst  I  can  call  a  letter;  tb 

other  scraps  were  only  to  direct  me  to  convey  jk? 

correspondence  to  others,  and  I  thought  1  smwere 

them  best  by  obeying  your  demands.     But  now  y^ 

have  deigned  to  send  me  one  in  form,  with  s  proper 

beginning  and  ending,  I  will  not  vrait  even  Kj:  t 

post-day ;  but  I  have  taken  pen  and  ink  immeddUi] 

to  tell  you  how  much  I  think  myself  obliged  to  r.- 

and  how  sincerely  I  am 

Well,  I  might  end  here  if  I  would*  but  I  cuc^'- 

part  with  you  so  soon,  and  I  must  let  you  kaowtb^, 

as  to  your  money  sifairs,  though  I  have  paid  off  Jo^ 

Gay,  I  still  keep  your  200/.,  for  which  I  have  eitc. 

him  a  note.     I  have  paid  him  interest  to  this  tc^ 

for  it,  which  he  must  account  to  you  for.    Kov  t;. 

must  imsgine  that  a  man  who  has  nine  chikirec  t 

feed  cannot  long  afford  oli&iospaaceremamotA^ 

I  have  four  or  five  that  are  very  fit  for  the  tsbk.^  i 

only  wait  for  the  lord-mayor's  day  to  dispoM  of  iV 

largest,  and  I  shall  be  sure  of  getting  off  the  youD|&; 

whenever  a  certain  great  man  [sir  Robert  ¥ralf«k 

makes  another  entertainment  at  Chelsea.    I^ow  khj 

see,  though  1  am  your  debtor,  I  am  not  without  s) 

proper  ways  and  means  to  raise  a  supply  aniwenb*- 

to  your  demand.     I  must  own  to  you  that  I  ibot^ 

not  have  thought  of  this  method  of  raising  nwti^ 

but  that  you  seem  to  point  it  out  to  me.    For  just  >i 

the  time  that  scheme  came  out  which  pretOMirc  t 

be  calculated  only  for  Ireland,  you  gave  me  a  bis' 

in  one  of  the  envelopes  {AngUei  coven)  thit  ;<r. 

wished  I  might  provide  for  my  numerous  ftmiW;  i^<> 

in  this  last  you  harp  upon  the  same  string.    I  <i^ 

immmedistely  propose  it  to  lady  Bathurst  w  }bi^ 

advice,  particularly  for  her  last  boy,  which  wi»  ^•' 

the  plumpest,  finest  thing  that  could  be  sees ;  ^«> 

she  fell  in  a  passion,  and  bid  me  send  yon  word  tn 

she  would  not  follow  your  direction^  but  tbat  »V 

would  breed  him  up  to  be  a  parson,  and  he  sIk^c.- 

live  upon  the  fat  of  the  land ;  or  a  lawyn,  tfi<i  ^^^' 

instead  of  being  est  himself  he  should  devour  otfaen 

You  know  women  in  passion  never  mind  wbit  the} 

say ;  but  as  she  is  a  very  reasonable  woman  I  bi^ 

almost  brought  her  over  now  to  your  opinion;  ^ 

having  convinced  her  that  as  matters  stood  wv  cos^ 

not  possibly  maintain  all  the  nine,  she  does  b^  ^ 

think  it  reasonable  the  youngest  should  raiKiiDitiiBc> 

for  the  eldest ;  and  upon  that  foot  a  man  bsst  p^ 

form  family  duty  with  more  courage  and  teal ;  ici 

•  This  alludes  to  a  track  of  the  dean's,  entitkd.  "A  w^ 
Proposal  for  preventiiif{  the  Children  oC  poor  PaopW  ia  Ii^ 
from  being  a  Bunltin  to  their  Parents  or  Country,  and  ^<^}\ 
ing  them  l^enefldal  to  tlie  Public.*'  The  dean  lud  \Tof>^ 
many  useful  schemes,  which  lutxing  been  nesleclfd.  bif^anr 
ally  and  humorously  proposed  to  fattra  and  cat  Uw  rbi.^£ 
of  the  poor,  as  Uie  only  remaining  ezpediaot  to  prdcsi  wmt? 
to  themselves  and  render  them  of  soroe  beneflt  Iv  Ibt  psbljc. 


EPISTOLARY  CORRESPONDENCE. 


630 


r  he  thoold  happen  to  get  twini,  the  tellliig  of  one 
aiffht  proTide  K>r  the  other.  Or  if  by  any  accident, 
rbile  his  wife  lies  in  with  one  child,  he  should  get 
second  upon  the  body  of  another  woman,  he  might 
iipose  of  the  Attest  of  the  two,  and  that  would 
lelp  to  breed  up  the  other.  The  more  I  think  upon 
ius  scheme,  the  more  reasonable  it  appean  to  me, 
nd  it  ought  by  no  means  to  be  confined  to  Ireland, 
or  in  all  probability  we  shall  in  a  very  little  time  be 
Itogether  as  poor  here  as  you  are  there.  I  believe, 
udeed,  we  shiall  carry  it  further  and  not  confine  our 
jxury  only  to  the  eating  of  children ;  for  1  happened 
9  peep  the  other  day  into  a  large  assembly  [tlie  par- 
ament]  not  fiur  from  Westmlnster>hall,  and  I  found 
bem  roasting  a  great  fat  fellow  [sir  Robert  WalpoleJ. 
''or  my  own  part  I  had  not  the  least  inclination  to  a 
lice  of  him ;  but  if  I  guessed  right,  four  or  fire  of 
he  company  had  a  derUiah  mind  to  be  at  him.  Well, 
4ieu ;  you  begin  now  to  wiah  I  had  ended  when 
night  hare  done  it  ao  conveniently. 

FROM  MR.  GAY. 

London,  Much  S,  1730. 
)eai  Si  I, — I  find  you  are  determined  not  to  write 
>  me  according  to  our  old  stipulation.  Had  I  not 
een  every  post  for  some  time  in  expectation  to  have 
eard  from  you,  I  should  have  written  to  you  before, 
)  htTe  let  you  know  the  present  state  of  your  affiurs, 
>r  I  would  not  have  you  think  me  capable  of  neglect- 
i$  yours,  whatever  yon  think  of  me  as  to  my 
wn.  I  have  received  21/.  13«.  4d.  interest  from  lord 
lathorst  for  your  200/.,  from  October,  1727,  to  Chriat- 
laa,  1729,  being  two  years  and  two  months,  at  5/.  per 
eat  Lord  Bathurst  gave  me  a  note  for  your  200/. 
pm,  and  to  allow  interest  for  the  same,  dated  Janu- 
rj  13, 1730.  If  you  would  have  me  dispose  of  your 
toney  any  other  way,  I  shall  obey  your  orders.  I^et 
ae  know  what  I  shall  do  with  the  interest-money 

have  received.  What  J  have  done  for  you  I  did 
>r  myself,  which  will  be  always  the  way  of  my  trans- 
cting  anything  for  you.  My  old  vamped  play  got 
le  no  money,  for  it  had  no  succeM.  I  am  going 
ery  aoon  into  Wiltshire  with  the  duke  of  Queens- 
erry,  with  an  intention  to  atay  there  till  the  winter. 
«oce  I  had  that  severe  fit  of  sickness,  I  find  my 
ealth  requires  it ;  for  I  cannot  bear  the  town  as  1 
odd  formerly.  I  hope  another  summer's  air  and 
Kercise  will  reinstate  me.  I  continue  to  drink  no- 
Ling  but  water,  so  that  you  cannot  require  any 
oetry  from  me,  I  have  been  very  seldom  abroad 
nee  I  came  to  town,  and  not  once  at  court.  This  is 
0  restraint  upon  me,  for  I  am  grown  old  enough  to 
iih  for  retirement.  I  saw  Mr.  Pope  a  day  or  two 
^f  in  good  spirits,  and  with  good  wishes  for  you  ; 
T  we  alwaya  talk  of  you.  The  doctor  [Dr.  Arbuth- 
ot]  does  the  same.  I  have  left  off  all  great  folk 
Dt  our  own  family ;  perhaps  you  will  think  all  great 
»lks  little  enough  to  leave  off  us  in  our  present 
luation.  I  do  not  hate  the  world,  but  I  Uugh  at 
t  for  none  but  fools  can  be  in  earnest  about  a  trifie. 
Am,  dear  sir,  yours  most  affectionately. 

Direct  for  me  at  the  duchess  of  Queensberry's, 
nrlington-gardens.^ 

FROM  THE  EARL  OP  OXFORD. 

Dovcr'ftreet,  March  4, 1730. 
ooD  Ma.  Dean, — It  is  now  above  a  whole  year 
id  six  months  since  I  have  had  the  fiivour  and 
easure  of  a  line  from  your  own  Mlf,  and  I  have  not 
oubled  you  with  one  from  myself;  the  answer  that 
>a  would  naturally  make  is  very  obvious,  Why  do 
ni  tlien  trouble  me  nowt  I  reply.  It  is  to  Join  with 

*  ladoned,  ''Aniweicd  March  K" 


my  friend  Mr.  Pope  in  recommending  the  person 
concerned  in  the  enclosed  proposal  to  your  favour 
and  protection,  and  to  entreat  that  you  would  be  so 
good  as  to  promote  his  interest.  I  have  not  sent  you 
any  of  his  receipts,  but  will  when  you  please  to  let 
Tofi  know  what  number  you  can  dispose  of;  I  believe 
that  your  biahops  have  more  learning,  at  least  would 
be  thought  to  have  more,  than  our  bench  here  can 
pretend  to,  so  I  hope  they  will  all  subscribe.  The 
person  concerned  is  a  worthy,  honest  man ;  and  by 
thia  work  of  his  he  hopes  to  get  free  of  the  load 
which  has  hung  upon  him  some  years.  This  debt  of 
his  is  not  owing  to  any  folly  or  extravagance  of  his, 
but  to  the  ealamnity  of  his  house  being  twice  burnt, 
which  he  was  obliged  to  rebuild :  and  having  but 
small  preferment  in  the  church,  and  a  large  frimily  of 
children,  he  has  not  t>eeu  able  to  extricate  himself 
out  of  the  diflBcttlties  these  accidents  have  brought 
upon  him.  Three  sons  he  has  bred  up  well  at 
Westminster,  and  they  are  excellent  scholars ;  the 
eldest  has  been  one  of  the  ushers  in  Westminster 
school  since  the  year  1714. 

He  is  a  man  in  years,  yet  hearty,  and  able  to  study 
many  hours  in  a  day.  This,  in  short,  is  the  ease  of 
an  honest,  poor,  worthy  clergyman ;  and  I  hope  yo« 
will  take  him  under  your  protection.  I  cannot  pre- 
tend that  my  recommendation  should  have  any 
weight  with  you,  but  as  it  is  joined  to,  and  under 
the  wing  of,  Mr.  Pope. 

I  took  hold  of  this  opportunity  to  write  to  you,  to 
let  yon  know  you  had  such  a  humble  servant  in  be- 
ing that  often  remembers  you  and  wishes  to  see  yon 
in  this  island.  My  family,  I  thank  God,  is  well ;  my 
daughter  had,  last  summer,  the  small-pox  really,  and 
in  the  natural  way,  and  she  is  not  marked  at  all.  My 
wife  and  daughter  desire  that  you  will  accept  of  their 
humble  services,  and  say  that  they  want  much  to  see 
you. 

I  obeyed  your  commands,  and  did  Mr.  Whalley  all 
the  little  service  I  was  capable  of:  It  was  little 
enough  that  was  in  my  power,  God  knovrs.  He 
comes  again  before  us  soon  after  Easter ;  he  seems 
to  be  in  great  hopes;  I  wish  they  may  be  well 
founded. 

I  think  it  is  now  time  to  release  you,  which  I  will 
not  do  until  I  have  told  you,  I  may  say  repeat  to  you, 
that  I  have  a  houae  lor  you,  or  house*room,  come 
when  you  pleaae,  provided  you  come  soon.  I  am, 
with  true  respect  and  esteem,  your  most  obliged  and 
most  humble  servant,  OxroftD. 

Tour  lord-lieutenant  would  do  well  to  encourage 
thia  poor  man  ;  he  deserves  it  better  than  Bulkeley. 


FROM  MR.  GAY. 

March  31 .  1730. 
Deab  Sir, — I  expect  in  about  a  fortnight  to  set  out 
for  Wiltshire,  and  am  as  impatient  as  you  seem  to  be 
to  have  me  to  get  on  horseback.  I  thought  proper  to 
give  you  this  intelligence,  because  Mr.  Lewis  told  me 
last  Sunday  that  he  was  in  a  day  or  two  to  set  out 
for  the  Bath  ;  so  that  very  soon  you  are  likely  to  have 
neither  of  your  cashiers  in  town.  Continue  to  direct 
for  roe  at  thi<«  house  :  the  letters  vriU  be  sent  to  me 
wherever  I  am.  My  ambition  at  present  is  levelled 
to  the  same  point  that  you  direct  me  to,  for  1  am 
every  day  building  villakins  and  have  given  over  that 
o''  castles.  If  I  were  to  undertake  it  in  my  present 
circumstances,  I  should  in  the  most  thrifty  scheme 
soon  be  straitened,  and  I  hate  to  be  in  debt,  for  I 
cannot  bear  to  pawn  0/.  worth  of  my  liberty  to  a 
tailor  or  a  butcher.  I  grant  you  this  is  not  having 
the  true  spirit  of  modem  nobility,  but  it  is  hard  to 
cure  the  prejudice  of  education.     I  hare  made  ycur 
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compliments  to  Mr.  Pulteney,  who  ia  very  much  your 
humble  serrant.  I  baye  not  seen  the  doctor,  and 
am  not  likely  to  see  bis  Rouen  brother  rery  soon,  for 
he  is  gone  to  China.  Mr.  Pope  told  me  he  had  ac- 
quainted the  doctor  with  the  misfortune  of  the  sour 
hermitage.  My  lord  Oxford  told  me  he  at  present 
could  match  yours,  and  from  the  same  person.  The 
doctor  was  touched  with  your  disappointment,  and 
has  promised  to  represent  this  affair  to  his  brother  at 
his  return  from  Chin  i.  I  assure  you,  too,  for  all 
your  gibes,  that  I  wish  you  heartily  good  wine, 
though  I  can  drink  none  myself.  When  lord  Boling- 
broke  is  in  town  he  lodges  at  Mr.  Chetwynd's,  in 
Dover- street.  1  do  not  know  how  to  direct  to  him 
in  the  country.  I  have  been  extremely  taken  up  of 
late  in  settling  a  steward's  account.  I  am  endea- 
vouring to  do  all  the  Justice  and  service  I  can  for  a 
friend  ;  so  I  am  sure  you  will  think  I  am  well  em- 
ployed. Upon  this  occasion  I  now  and  then  have 
seen  Jo.  Taylor,  who  says  he  has  a  demand  upon 
you  for  rent,  you  having  taken  his  house  in  the 
country,  and  he  being  determined  not  to  let  it  to  any- 
body else ;  and  he  thinks  it  but  reasonable  that  yon 
should  either  come  and  live  in  it  or  pay  your  rent. 
I  neither  ride  nor  walk,  but  I  design  to  do  both  this 
month,  and  to  become  a  laudable  practitioner. 

The  duchess  wishes  she  had  seen  you,  and  thinks 
you  were  in  the  ivTong  to  hide  yourself  and  peep 
throuffh  the  window  that  day  she  came  to  Mr.  Pope's. 
The  duke,  too,  is  obliged  to  you  for  your  good  opi- 
nion, and  is  your  humble  servant.  If  I  were  to  write, 
I  am  afraid  1  should  again  incur  the  displeasure  of 
my  superiors.  I  cannot  for  my  life  think  so  well  of 
them  as  they  themselves  think  they  deserve.  If  you 
have  a  very  great  mind  to  please  the  duchess  and  at 
the  same  time  to  please  me,  I  wish  you  would  write 
a  letter  to  her  to  send  to  her  brother,  lord  Combury, 
to  advise  him  in  his  travels :  for  she  says  she  would 
take  your  advice  rather  than  mine ;  and  she  remem- 
bers that  you  told  her  in  the  park  that  you  loved  and 
honoured  her  fiEiroily,  You  always  insisted  upon  a 
lady's  making  advances  to  you;  I  do  not  know 
whether  you  will  think  this  declaration  sufficient. 
Then,  too,  when  you  were  in  England  she  wrote  a 
letter  to  you,  and  I  have  bwen  often  blamed  since  for 
not  delivering  it. 

The  day  the  pensionobill  was  thrown  out  of  the 
house  of  lords  lord  Bathurst  spoke  with  great  ap- 
plause. I  have  not  time  to  go  to  Mr.  Pope*s  :  in  a 
day  or  two,  very  probably,  I  shall  see  him  and  ac- 
quaint him  about  the  usquebaugh.  I  will  not  em- 
bezzle your  interest'money ;  though  by  looking  upon 
accounts  I  see  how  money  may  be  embezzled.  As  to 
my  being  engaged  in  an  affair  of  this  kind,  I  say  no 
thing  for  myself  but  that  I  will  do  all  I  can :  for  the 
rest  I  leave  Jo.  Taylor  to  speak  for  me.  To-day  I 
dine  with  alderman  Barber,  the  present  sheriff,  who 
holds  his  feast  in  the  city.  Does  not  Chartres's  mis- 
fortune* grieve  you  !  For  that  great  man  is  likely 
to  save  his  life  and  lose  some  of  his  money.  A  very 
hard  case ! 

P.S.  I  am  Just  now  come  from  the  alderman's 
feast,  who  had  a  very  fine  dinner  and  a  very  fine  ap- 
pearance of  company. 

The  post  is  Just  going  away. 


^ROM  MR.  POPB  AND  LORD  BOLINOBROKE. 

April  12,  1730. 
This  is  a  letter  extraordinary,  to  do  and  say  nothing 
but  recommend  to  you  (as  a  clergyman,  and  a  chari- 

•  He  WM  condemosd  at  the  Old  Bailey,  Febraary  87,  17S0« 


table  one)  a  pious  and  a  good  work,  and  for  a  good 
and  an  honest  man  ;  moreover  he  is  above  seTeot}, 
and  poor,  which  you  might  think  included  in  the 
word  honest.  I  shall  think  it  a  kindness  done  mysdf 
if  you  can  propagate  Mr.  Wesley's  subscription  for  hii 
*<  Commentary  on  Job"  among  your  divines  (bishop* 
excepted,  of  whom  there  is  no  hope),  and  among  vx^l 
as  are  believers  or  readers  of  scripture.  £Ten  the 
curious  may  find  something  to  please  them,  if  they 
scorn  to  be  edified.  It  has  been  the  labour  of  eight 
years  of  this  learned  man's  life  ;  I  call  him  what  be 
is,  a  learned  man,  and  I  engage  yon  will  approre  hii 
prose  more  than  you  formeriy  could  his  poetry.* 
Lord  BoUngbroke  is  a  favourer  of  it,  and  allow*  )oo 
to  do  your  best  to  serve  an  old  Tory  and  a  tuffntr 
for  the  church  of  England,  though  you  are  a  Whi| 
as  I  am. 

We  have  here  some  verses  in  your  name,  vhicb  I 
am  angry  at.  Sure  you  would  not  use  me  so  ill  u  to 
fiatter  me.  I  therefore  think  it  is  some  other  vetk 
Irishman. 

P.  S.  I  did  not  take  the  pen  out  of  Pope's  hutik 
I  protest  to  you.  But  since  he  will  not  till  the  re- 
mainder of  the  page,  I  think  I  may  without  offesct. 
I  seek  no  epistolary  fame,  but  am  a  good  deal  pleued 
to  think  that  it  will  be  known  hereaher  that  jroa  and 
I  lived  in  the  most  friendly  intimacy  together.  Plin; 
wrote  his  letters  for  the  public,^  so  did  Seneca,  m  d^ 
Balsac,  Yoiture,  ftc.  Tully  did  not,  and  therefore 
these  give  us  more  pleasure  than  any  which  httecooe 
down  to  us  from  antiquity.  When  we  read  tbero.  ve 
pry  into  a  secret  which  was  intended  to  be  hrpi 
from  us.  That  is  a  pleasure.  We  see  Cato^  ^ 
Brutus,  and  Pompev,  and  others,  such  as  they  reiilf 
were,  and  not  such  as  the  gaping  mulUtode  oif 
their  own  age  took  them  to  be,  or  as  hisloriau 
and  poets  have  represented  them  to  ours.  Tbit  m 
another  pleasure.  I  remember  to  have  seen  a  pro* 
cession  at  Aix-la-Chapelle,  wherein  an  image  if 
Charlemagne  is  carried  on  the  shoulders  of  a  mas 
who  is  hid  by  the  long  robe  of  the  imperial  nist 
Follow  him  into  the  vestry,  you  see  the  bearer  siip 
from  under  the  robe,  and  the  gigantic  figure  dwicdki 
into  an  image  of  the  ordinary  size  and  is  set  bj  ai&otif 
other  lumber.  I  agree  much  with  Pope,  that  ^ 
climate  is  rather  better  than  that  you  are  in,  ud 
perhaps  your  public  spirit  would  be  less  griered,  <x 
oftener  comforted,  here  than  there.  Come  to  is< 
therefore,  on  a  visit  at  least.  It  will  not  be  tbefrnJi 
of  several  persons  here  if  you  do  not  come  to  lin 
with  us.  But  great  good  will  and  little  power  pr»> 
duce  such  alow  and  feeble  effects  as  can  be  acceptabk 
to  heaven  alone  and  heavenly  men.  I  know  yoo  vtU 
be  angry  with  mc  if  I  say  nothing  to  you  of  s  pov 
woman  who  is  still  on  the  other  side  of  the  water  ia 
a  most  languishing  state  of  health,  if  she  regain 
strength  enough  to  come  over  (and  ahe  is  hetut 
within  these  few  weeks),  I  shall  nurse  her  in  thu 
farm  with  all  the  care  and  tenderness  posiibie.  U 
she  does  not,  I  must  pay  her  the  last  duty  of  frleod* 
ship  wherever  she  is,  though  I  break  through  the 
whole  plan  of  life  which  I  have  formed  in  my  min^ 
Adieu. 

I  am  most  faithfully  and  affectionately  youn. 

•  In  the  "  Battle  of  the  Books."  Homer  Is  «Sd  to  hfit  Oia 
Wesley  with  a  kick  of  hb  hone's  beeL  He  wu  sudiorof  "  IV 
Life  of  Christ." 

^  A  just  and  sensible  eritietsni  on  epistolary  vriliBfk.  vhkk 
ve  should  bear  in  our  minds  whale  we  are  niliiif  Ou*  coUk^ 
tion  of  Letters. 
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TO  LADY  W0B8LEY.* 

April  19, 1790. 
Madam, — My  lady  Carteret  (if  you  know  auch  a  lady) 
xMnmuidi  me  to  pursue  my  own  inclination ;  which  if 
0  hooour  myself  with  writing  you  a  letter ;  and  there- 
)j  endeaTouring  to  preserve  myself  in  your  memory, 

0  «pite  of  an  acquaintance  of  more  years  than,  in 
fgard  to  my  own  reputation  as  a  young  gentleman, 
:  care  to  recollect.  1  forget  whether  I  hiui  not  some 
easoQs  to  be  angry  with  your  ladyship  when  1  was 
aat  in  England.  I  hope  to  see  you  very  soon  the 
roungest  great«grandmother  in  Europe  :  and  fifteen 
ears  hence  (which  I  shall  hare  nothing  to  do  with) 
ou  irillbe  at  the  amusement  of  **  Rise  up,  daughter," 
ic.  You  are  to  answer  this  letter;  and  to  inform 
DC  of  your  health  and  humour,  and  whether  you 
ike  your  daughter  better  or  worse  after  having  so 
oDg  couTersed  with  the  Irish  world  and  so  little  with 
oe.  Tell  me  what  are  your  amusements  at  present ; 
:trdi,  court,  books,  Tisiting,  or  fondling  (I  humbly 
)eg  f  oor  ladyship's  pardon,  but  it  is  between  our- 
el?ei)  your  grandchildren  1  My  lady  Carteret  has 
wen  the  best  queen  we  have  known  in  Ireland  these 
oany  years;  yet  is  she  mortally  hated  by  all  the 
ouog  girls,  because  (and  it  is  your  fault)  she  ia 
landtomer  than  all  of  them  together.  Pray  do  not 
niult  poor  Ireland  on  this  occasion ;  for  it  would 
lare  been  exactly  the  same  thing  in  London.  And 
berefore  I  shall  adTise  the  king,  when  I  go  next  to 
Sngt&nd,  to  send  no  more  of  her  sort  (if  such  another 
an  be  found),  for  fear  of  turning  all  his  loyal  female 
ubjects  here  against  him. 

How  is  our  old  friend  Mrs.  Barton  1^  (I  forget  her 
tew  name.)  I  saw  her  three  years  ago  at  court,  al- 
DMt  dwindled  to  an  echo,  and  hardly  knew  her ; 
rhile  your  eyes  daxxled  me  as  much  as  when  1  first 
Bet  them ;  which,  considering  mrselG  is  a  greater 
ompliment  than  you  are  aware  on  I  wish  you  may 
ATc  grace  to  find  it. 

Hy  lady  Carteret  has  made  me  a  present,  which  I 
kke  to  be  malicious,  with  a  design  to  stand  in  your 
•Isee.  Therefore  I  would  have  you  to  provide  against 
t  by  another,  and  something  of  your  own  work,  as 
ere  it.  For  you  know  I  always  expect  advances  and 
•n^nts  from  ladies.  Neither  was  lever  deceived  in 
iiis  last  article  by  any  of  your  sex  but  the  queen, 
rhoiB  I  taxed  three  years  ago  with  a  present  of  ten 
ounds  value.  Upon  taking  my  leave,  she  said, 
She  intended  a  medal  for  me,  but  it  was  not 
nithed.'*  I  afterwards  sent  her,  on  her  own  com- 
lands,  about  35/.  worth  of  silk  for  herself  and  the 
riocesses ;  but  never  received  the  medal  to  this  day. 
Iierefore  I  will  trust  your  sex  no  more.     You  are 

>  present  my  most  humble  service  to  my  old  friend 
ir  Robert  Worsley.  I  hope  my  friend  Harry  is  well, 
ad  fattening  in  the  sun,  and  continuing  a  bachelor, 

>  enrich  the  poor  Worsley  family. 

1  command  you  to  believe  me  to  be,  vrith  the 
reatest  truth  and  respect,  Ac. 

Jonathan  Swift. 


FROM  LORD  BATHtJRST. 

Jane  S0»  1730. 
>RAa  Dean, — I  received  a  letter  from  you  some  time 
ro,  which  gave  me  infinite  pleasure ;  and  I  was 
oing  to  return  you  an  answer  immediately,  but  when 
sat  down  to  vvrite  I  found  my  thoughts  rolled  upon 
le  trifles  which  fiU  the  scene  of  life  in  that  busy, 

•  FrmiMM  Udy  Wardey.  only  daugbtflr  of  Thomas  lord  tI*. 
«Bt  WiTmmth,  was  tbe  Udy  of  sir  Robert  Wotalej,  bszt.. 
M  mother  to  lady  Cartawt. 

^  The  niece  of  sir  Itaae  Newton*  and  married  fini  to  colonel 
uton,  aftfTwards  to  Mr.  Condnlt.  She  is  very  freqaenUy 
tntiooed  ia  the  ••  Joomal  to  Aella;* 


senseless  place  [London]  where  I  then  was;  and 
though  I  had  nothing  to  do  there,  at  least  nothing 
worth  doing,  and  time  lay  upon  my  hands,  I  was  re- 
solved to  defer  writing  to  you  till  I  could  clear  my 
head  from  that  rubbish  which  every  one  must  contract 
in  that  place.  I  cannot  but  fancy,  if  one  of  our  heads 
were  dissected  after  passing  a  winter's  campaign 
there,  it  would  appear  Just  like  a  pamphlet-shop ; 
you  would  see  a  collection  of  treaties,  a  bundle  of 
farces,  a  parcel  of  encomiums,  another  of  satires, 
speeches,  novels,  sermons,  bawdy  songs,  addresses, 
epigrams,  proclamations,  poems,  divinity-lectures, 
quack-bills,  historical  accounts,  fables,  and  God 
knows  what. 

The  moment  I  got  down  here  I  found  myself  quite 
clear  from  all  those  affairs ;  but  really  the  hurry  of 
business  which  came  upon  me  after  a  state  of  idle- 
ness  for  six  months  must  excuse  me  to  you.  Here 
I  am  absolute  monarch  of  a  circle  of  above  a  mile 
round,  at  least  one  hundred  acres  of  ground,  which 
(to  speak- in  the  style  of  one  of  your  countrymen)  is 
very  populous  in  cattle,  fish,  and  fowl. 

To  enjoy  this  power,  which  I  relish  extremely,  and 
regulate  this  dominion,  which  I  prefer  to  any  other, 
has  taken  up  my  time  from  morning  to  night.  There 
are  yahoos  in  the  neiglibourhood ;  but  having  read 
in  history  that  the  southern  part  of  Britain  was  long 
defended  against  the  Ficts  by  a  wall,  I  have  fortified 
my  territories  all  round.  That  wise  people  the  Chi- 
nese, you  know,  did  the  same  thing  to  defend  them- 
selves against  the  Tartars.  Now  I  think  of  it,  as  this 
letter  is  to  be  sent  to  you  it  will  certainly  be  opened ; 
and  I  shall  have  some  observations  made  upon  it, 
because  I  am  within  three  miles  of  a  certain  castle. 
Therefore  I  do  hereby  declare  that  nothing  herein 
contained  shall  extend  or  be  construed  to  extend  so 
far;  and  furthermore,  I  think  myself  in  honour 
bound  to  acknowledge  that  under  our  present  Just 
and  prudent  ministry  I  do  not  fear  the  least  molesta- 
tion from  that  quarter.  Neither  are  the  fortifications 
aforementioned  in  anjrwise  designed  to  keep  them  out; 
for  I  am  well  satisfied  they  can  break  through  much 
stronger  fences  than  these  if  they  should  have  a  mind 
to  it.  Observe  how  naturally  power  and  dominion 
are  attended  with  fear  and  precaution.  When  1  am 
in  the  herd  1  have  as  little  of  it  about  me  as  any- 
body ;  but  now  that  1  am  in  the  midst  of  my  own 
dominions  I  think  of  nothing  but  preserving  them, 
and  grow  fearful  lest  a  certain  great  man  should  take 
a  fancy  to  them  and  transport  them  into  Norfolk,*  to 
place  them  as  an  island  in  one  of  his  new-made  fish- 

rmds.  Or,  if  you  take  this  for  too  proud  a  thought, 
will  only  suppose  it  to  be  hung  out  under  a  great 
bow«window. 

In  either  case  I  must  confess  to  you  that  I  do  not 
like  it.  In  the  first  place,  1  am  not  sure  his  new- 
made  ground  may  hold  good ;  in  the  latter  case,  I 
have  some  reason  to  doubt  the  foundations  of  his 
house  are  not  so  solid  as  he  may  imagine.  Now, 
therefore,  I  am  not  so  much  in  the  wrong  as  you  may 
conceive,  to  deaire  that  my  territory  may  remain 
where  it  is :  for  though  I  know  you  could  uige  many 
arguments  to  show  the  advantages  I  might  reap  by 
being  so  nesr  him,  yet  I  hold  it  as  a  maxim  that  he 
who  is  contented  with  what  he  has  ought  not  to  risk 
that,  even  though  he  should  have  a  chance  to  aug- 
ment it  in  any  proportion.  I  learned  this  from  our 
friend  Erasmus ;  and  the  corrupt  notions  that  money 
is  power,  and  therefore  every  man  ought  to  get  as 
much  as  he  can,  in  order  to  create  more  power  to 
himself,  have  no  weight  with  me. 

But  now,  to  begin  my  letter  to  you,  I  have  received 

•  To  HoofhtOB,  the  seat  of  sir  Robert  Walpole, 
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four  bottles  of  usquebaugh  and  sent  three  of  them  to 
Mr.  Pope  ;  so  that  1  have  detained  only  one  for  my- 
self. 1  do  not  belieye  such  an  instance  of  honesty, 
punctuality,  disinterestedness,  and  self-denial  can 
be  given  in  this  age.  The  whole  being  in  my  power, 
I  have  withheld  but  the  quarter  parL  1  expect,  if  ever 
I  come  to  be  a  great  man,  you  will  write  a  Tindica- 
tion  of  me,  whether  I  am  aspersed  or  not.  Till  then 
I  remain  your  most  faithful  and  most  obedient  ser- 
Tant, 


FBOM  MR.  GAY. 

Aaaaabtiry,  July  4,  1730. 
Dbar  Sir, — ^Tou  tell  me  that  1  have  put  myself  out 
of  the  way  of  all  my  old  acquaintance,  so  that  unless 
I  hear  from  you  I  can  know  nothing  of  you.  Is  it 
not  barbarous  then  to  leave  me  so  long  without  writ- 
ing one  word  to  me  t  If  you  will  not  write  to  me  for 
my  sake,  methinks  you  might  write  for  your  own. 
How  do  you  know  what  is  become  of  your  money  t  If 
you  had  drawn  upon  me  when  I  expected  it  you  might 
have  had  your  money,  for  I  was  then  in  town ;  but 
I  am  now  at  Amesbury,  at  the  duke  of  Queensberry*s. 
The  duchess  sends  you  her  services.  I  wish  you 
were  here  :  I  fancy  you  would  like  her  and  the  place. 
Tou  might  fancy  yourself  at  home ;  for  we  have  a 
cathedral  near  us,  where  you  might  find  a  bishop  of 
the  same  name.*  Tou  might  ride  upon  the  Downs, 
and  write  conjectures  upon  Stonehenge.  We  are  but 
five-and-twenty  miles  from  the  Bath ;  and  I  was  told 
this  very  evening  by  general  Dormer  (who  is  here), 
that  he  heard  somewhere  or  other  that  you  had  some 
intentions  of  coming  there  the  latter  season.  I  wish 
anything  would  bring  us  together  but  your  want  of 
health.  I  have  left  off  wine  and  writing ;  for  I  really 
think  that  man  must  be  a  bold  writer  who  trusts  to 
wit  without  it.  I  took  your  advice ;  and  some  time 
ago  took  to  love,  and  made  some  advances  to  the 
lady  you  sent  me  to  in  Soho,  but  I  met  no  return ; 
so  I  have  given  up  all  thou^ts  of  it  and  have  now 
no  pursuit  or  amusement.  A  state  of  indolence  is 
what  I  do  not  like  ;  it  is  what  I  would  not  choose.  I 
am  not  thinking  of  a  court  or  preferment ;  for  I 
think  the  lady  I  live  with  is  my  friend,  so  that  I  am 
at  the  height  of  my  ambition.  You  have  often  told 
me  there  is  a  time  of  life  that  every  one  wishes  for 
some  settlement  of  his  own.  I  have  frequently  that 
feeling  about  me,  but  I  fancy  it  will  hardly  ever  be 
my  lot :  so  that  I  will  endeavour  to  pass  away  life  as 
agreeably  as  I  can  in  the  way  I  am.  I  often  wish  to 
be  with  you  or  you  with  me  ;  and  I  believe  you  tliink 
I  say  true.  I  am  determined  to  write  to  you,  though 
those  dirty  fellows  of  the  post-office  do  read  my 
letters ;  for  since  1  saw  you  I  am  grown  of  that 
consequence  to  be  obnoxious  to  the  men  I  despise  ; 
so  that  it  is  very  probable  in  their  hearts  they  think 
me  an  honest  man.  I  have  heard  from  Mr.  Pope 
but  once  since  I  left  London :  I  was  sorry  I  saw  him 
so  seldom,  but  1  had  business  that  kept  me  from  him. 
I  oflen  wish  we  were  together  again.  If  you  will 
not  write,  come.  I  am,  dear  sir,  yours  most  sin- 
cerely and  affectionately. 

FROM  THE  EARL  OF  OXFORD. 

Dover-streot,  July  16.  1730. 
Reverend  Sir, — Mr.  Clayton  telling  me  he  was 
going  for  Ireland,  I  could  not  forbear  sending  you  a 
few  lines  by  him,  although  I  may  punish *you ;  yet 
it  is  so  great  a  pleasure  to  me  to  think  of  you,  and 
to  converse  with  you  even  in  this  manner,  that  I 
must  expect  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  forgive  the 
trouble  this  gives  you. 

*  Dr.  BeiOamiu  Hoadly,  biihop  of  Salubury.  whose  brother, 
Dr.  John,  succeeded  araiblihop  King  in  the  tee  of  Dublin, 
January  19, 1730. 


I  do  not  know  what  ndtions  yon  entertain  of  m 
here ;  I  fear  and  believe  you  are  in  a  very  bad  way : 
this  is  my  thought,  that  devoured  we  certainly  rtiall 
be  I  but  only  this  will  be  the  difference,  we  shall 
have  that  great  favour  and  instance  of  mercy,  tlat 
we  shall  have  the  honour  to  follow  you,  ami  l>e  the 
last  devoured ;  and  thon^  this  is  so  phdn  and  that 
demonstrable,  yet  we  have  so  many  iinthinking,  u- 
accountable  puppies  among  us,  that  to  them  every- 
thing seems  to  go  well  as  it  shoidd  do  ;  and  are  so 
pleased  with  this  thought,  or  rather  do  not  think  at 
all,  that  it  is  in  vain  to  say  anything  to  them.  This 
is  a  very  disagreeable  subject,  and  I  will  therefore 
leave  it. 

My  wife  is,  I  thank  God,  pretty  well :  her  sle* 
mach  is  rather  better  than  it  was:  Peggy  b  rtrj 
well :  both  desire  you  will  accept  of  tbetr  humbie 
service.  You  mention  your  law-affaire :  I  know  so 
much  of  that  sort  of  people  called  lawyers  that  I 
pity  most  heartily  any  one  that  is  obliged  to  be  coa- 
cerned  with  them ;  if  you  are  not  already,  I  haipt 
you  will  be  soon  ssfe  out  of  their  hands. 

I  suppose  master  Whalley  is  by  this  time  got 
safe  to  his  Uvlng,  and  enjoying  the  fruit  of  bis  vmv 
tory,  peace  and  quietness.  I  beliere  he  baa  enoofh 
of  law,  of  lawyers,  and  of  lords  both  splritQal  sad 
temporal.  I  hope  he  is  well :  if  you  aee  him  my 
service  to  him. 

I  wish  you  would  come  over  here  that  we  mi^ 
have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  yon.  Why  should  yos 
not  pass  the  winter  here  1  1  should  think  it  wooU 
be  more  agreeable  to  you  than  where  yon  are. 

Lord  Bathurst  has  had  a  fever,  but  he  is  now  wdl 
again.  Pope  1  saw  yesterday :  he  is  pretty  welL  i 
am,  with  true  respect  and  esteem,  sir,  your  most 
afflectionate  humble  servant,  Oxfoko. 


FROM  LORD  BATHURffT. 

Cirencfliter,  September  9. 1730. 
Dear  Sib,->-You  have  taken  all  the  preeautioG 
which  a  reasonable  man  oould  possibly  take  to  break 
off  an  impertinent  correapondenoe,  and  yet  it  will 
not  do.  One  must  be  more  stupid  than  a  Dutch 
burgomaster  not  to  see  through  the  design  of  tb? 
last  letter.  **  I  show  all  your  letters  to  our  Imh 
wits.  One  of  them  is  going  to  write  a  treatise  t4 
English  bolls  and  blunders."  And  for  fuitiier  sew 
curity  you  add  at  last,  **  I  am  going  to  take  a  pn^ 
gress  Qod  knows  where,  and  shall  not  be  back 
again  God  knows  when."  I  have  given  you  a  lea. 
sonable  breathing-time,  and  now  I  must  at  yo« 
again.  I  receive  so  much  pleasure  in  reading  your 
letters,  that,  according  to  the  usoal  good  nature  and 
justice  of  mankind,  I  can  dispense  with  the  troabls 
I  give  yon  in  reading  mine.  But  if  yon  grow  obsti- 
nate,  and  won't  answer,  I  will  plagne  and  pester  yea, 
and  do  all  I  can  to  vea  you.  I  v^  take  your  works 
to  pieces,  and  show  you  that  they  are  all  bonuwcd 
or  stolen.  Have  not  you  stolen  the  sweetness  of 
your  numbers  from  Dryden  and  Waller  t  Have  not 
you  borrowed  thoughts  from  Yiigil  and  Horace  t 
At  least,  I  am  sure  I  have  seen  something  Uke  theas 
in  those  books.  As  to  your  prose  writings*  which 
they  make  such  a  noise  about,  they  are  only  soa» 
little  improvements  upon  the  humour  you  have 
stolen  from  Miguel  de  Cervantes  and  RaVrlaii 
Well,  but  the  style — a  great  matter  indeed  for  aa 
Englishman  to  value  himself  upon,  that  he  ean 
English ;  why  I  write  English  too,  but  it  is  in 
other  style. 

But  I  would  not  forget  your  political  tracts.  Yoa 
may  say  that  you  have  yentttied  your  ears  at  one 
time  and  your  neck  at  another  for  the  good  of  your 
country.    Why,  that  other  people  have  done  in  so* 
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other  mmner,  upon  leM  oecMioii»  uid  we  not  at  all 
proad  of  it.  You  have  overturned  and  aapported 
miniiten;  yoa  have  set  kingdoms  in  a  flame  by 
}oor  pen.  Pray  what  ii  there  in  that  but  having 
th«  knack  of  hitting  the  paniom  of  mankind  1  With 
thtt  tlone,  and  a  little  knowledge  of  andent  and 
modem  hietory,  and  leeing  a  little  farther  into  the 
imide  of  things  than  the  generality  of  men,  yon 
btTc  made  this  bustle.  There  is  no  wit  in  any  of 
them :  I  have  read  them  all  over,  and  do  not  re- 
member any  of  those  pretty  flowers,  those  Just  anti- 
theses, whieh  one  meets  with  so  frequently  in  the 
French  writers;  none  of  those  clever  turns  upon 
words,  nor  those  apt  quotations  out  of  Latin  authors 
which  the  writers  of  the  last  age  among  us  abounded 
in ;  none  of  those  pretty  similes  which  some  of  onr 
modem  authors  adorn  their  works  with,  that  are 
not  only  a  little  like  the  thing  they  would  illustrate, 
'  bat  ITS  also  like  twenty  other  things.  In  short,  as 
often  9»  I  have  read  any  of  your  tracts,  I  have  been 
so  tired  with  them  that  I  have  never  been  easy  till  I 
got  to  the  end  of  them.  I  have  found  my  brain 
heated,  my  ima^nation  flred,  Just  as  if  I  was  drunk. 
A  pretty  thing  indeed  for  one  of  your  gown  to  value 
himself  upon,  that  with  sitting  still  an  hour  in  his 
study  he  has  oflen  made  three  kingdoms  drunk  at 
once. 

I  have  twenty  other  points  to  maul  you  upon  if 
you  provoke  me ;  but  if  you  are  civil  and  good-na- 
Uued,  and  will  send  me  a  long,  a  very  long  letter  in 
answer  to  this,  I  will  let  you  alone  a  gw>d  while. 
Well,  adieu.  If  I  had  had  a  better  pen  I  can  tell 
yoQ  that  I  should  not  have  concluded  so  soon. 

FROM  LADY  BETTY  GERMAIN.* 

LoMlon,  Saptemher  19,  1730. 
Had  I  not  been  retired  into  the  country  youn 
should  have  been  answered  long  ago.  As  to  your 
poetess,  I  am  her  obliged  servant,  and  must  confess 
the  htt  is  Just  as  you  etate  it.  It  is  very  true  I  vras 
gsmtng ;  and  upon  the  dapper  youth's  delivering  me 
s  paper,  which  I  Just  opened,  found  they  were  verses, 
to  tlimk  them  into  my  pocket,  and  there  truly  they 
were  kept  exceeding  private ;  for  I  cannot  accuse 
myself  of  showing  them  to  a  mortal.  But  let  me 
usore  you  it  was  not  out  of  modesty  but  in  great 
hopes  that  the  author  would  have  divulged  them, 
whieh  you  know  would  have  looked  decenter  than 
tninpeting  my  own  fame.  But  it  seems  unhappily 
we  were  both  bit,  and  Judged  wrong  of  each  other. 
UowcTer,  since  you  desire  it,  you  may  be  very  sure 
•he  should  not  foil  of  my  entreaties  to  bis  grace  of 
Uonet  for  her,  though  you  have  not  vet  let  me  into 
the  secret  vrhat  her  request  is ;  so  till  my  lord  Car- 
teret does  his  part,  or  that  I  hear  from  you  again, 
it  will  be  but  a  blind  sort  of  a  petition.  1  have  not 
•«•&  his  grace  this  great  while,  and  he  is  now  at 
Windsor,  and  I  choose  rather  to  speak  to  him  on  all 
Mcoonts,  having  not  so  fine  a  talent  at  writing  as 
that  lord's  lady ;  and  whether  Just  or  no  I  will  not 
attcnipt  disputing  vrith  her  ladyship.  But  as  you 
tie  commonly  esteemed  by  those  who  pretend  to 
know  you  to  have  a  tolerable  share  of  honesty  and 
hnins,  I  do  not  question  your  doing  what  is  right 
hy  him,  nor  his  paying  you  all  the  civility  and  kind- 
D«s  you  can  desire.  Nor  will  I  hope  their  influence 
ever  can  make  hin  do  otherwise,  though  he  has  the 
uafosfaionable  quality  of  esteeming  his  old  friends ; 
hot  however  partial  to  them,  yet  not  to  be  biassed 
Hunst  his  own  sense  and  Judgment.  The  conse- 
quence of  tins,  I  hope,  will  be  your  coming  to  Eng- 

•  Daqghtor  of  th«  ssrlof  Bttksl^,  SwUi^t  ofiglaal.  silhouth 


land,  and  meeting  often  with  him  (in  lady  Betty's 
chamber*)  where  "  the  happy  composition"^  should 
exert  her  skill  in  ordering  dinner ;  and  1  would  not 
mistake  oil  of  amber  for  the  spirit  of  it,  but  con- 
tinue, as  I  ever  was,  your  sincere  friend,  as  well  as 
faithful  humble  servant,  £.  Gbsmain. 


FROM  MR.  OAY. 

Ameobury,  November  B,  1730. 
Dbar  Six,— So  you  are  determined  never  to  write 
to  me  again ;  but  for  all  that  you  shall  not  make  me 
hold  my  tongue.  Ton  shall  hear  from  me  (the 
post-office  willing)  whether  you  will  or  not  I  see 
none  of  the  folks  you  correspond  with,  so  that  I  am 
forced  to  pick  up  intelligenee  concerning  you  as  I 
can,  which  has  been  so  very  little  that  I  am  resolved 
to  make  my  complaints  to  you  as  a  friend,  who  I 
know  loves  to  relieve  the  distressed  ;  and  in  the  cir- 
cumstanoes  I  am  in  where  should  I  npply  but  to  my 
best  friend  1  Mr.  Pope,  indeed,  upon  my  frequent 
inqt  iries,  has  told  me  that  the  letters  which  are 
dire  .led  to  him  concern  me  as  much  as  himself;  but 
whbt  you  sav  of  yourself,  or  of  me,  or  to  me,  1  know 
nothing  at  all.  Lord  Carteret  was  here  yesterday  in 
his  return  from  the  Isle  of  Wight,  where  he  had 
been  a-shootin^,  and  left  seven  pheasants  with  os. 
He  went  this  morning  to  the  Bath  to  lady  Carteret, 
who  is  perfectly  recovered.  He  talked  of  you  three 
hours  last  night,  and  told  me  that  you  taik  of  me : 
I  mean  that  you  are  prodigiously  in  his  fovour,  as  he 
says ;  and  I  believe  that  I  am  in  yours,  for  I  know 
you  to  be  a  Just  and  equitable  person,  and  it  is  but 
my  due.  He  seemed  to  take  to  me,  which  may  pro- 
ceed from  your  recommendation,  though,  indeed, 
there  is  another  reason  for  it,  for  he  is  now  out  of 
employment,  and  my  friends  have  been  generally  of 
that  sort ;  for  I  take  to  them  as  being  naturally  in- 
clined to  those  who  can  do  no  mischief.  Pray  do 
you  come  to  England  this  yeart  He  thinks  you 
do.  I  with  you  would,  and  so  does  the  duchess  of 
Queensberry.  What  would  you  have  more  to  in- 
duce youf  Your  money  cries,  come,  spend  me; 
and  your  friends  cry,  come,  see  me.  I  have  been 
treated  barbarously  by  you.  If  you  knew  how  often 
I  talk  of  you,  how  often  I  think  of  you,  you  would 
now  and  then  direct  a  letter  to  me,  and  I  would 
allow  Mr.  Pope  to  have  his  share  in  it.  In  short,  I 
do  not  care  to  keep  any  man's  money  that  serves 
roe  so.  Love  or  money  I  must  have;  and  if  you 
will  not  let  me  have  the  comfort  of  the  one,  I  think 
I  must  endeavour  to  get  a  little  comfort  by  spending 
some  of  the  other.  I  must  beg  that  you  will  call  at 
Amesbury  in  your  way  to  London,  for  I  have  many 
things  to  say  to  you  ;  and  I  can  assure  you  you  will 
be  welcome  to  a  three-pronged  fork.  I  remember 
your  prescription,  and  I  do  ride  upon  the  Downs  t 
and  at  present  I  have  no  asthma.  I  have  killed  Ave 
brace  of  partridges  and  four  brace  and  a  half  of 
quails :  and  I  do  not  envy  either  sir  Robert  or  Ste- 
phen Duck,  who  is  the  favourite  poet  of  the  couri.^^ 
I  hear  sometimes  from  Pope,  and  from  scarce  any- 
body else.  Were  I  to  live  ever  so  long,  I  believe  I 
should  never  think  of  I«oudon,  but  I  cannot  help 
thinking  of  you.     Were  you  here  I  could  talk  to 

•  AUudiag  to  the  flist  Uue  in  Fraooet  lUnii's jpeiltloD. 

^  Thu  cxprnMion  allndM  to  the  hut  t«im  of  8wilt'e  **  Bo- 
eeipt  to  torn  a  Besaty  :**— 

"  And  all'd  the  happy  coinpoaiUon  noyd.** 
Biddy  Floyd  is  meDtloned  in  tlio  ballad  on  the  *'  Oamo  of 
Traflk,  *  as  being  one  of  the  oaity  at  lord  Berkelay'*.  and  at 
this  Umo  UvedwUh  lady  Betty. 

•  SIrpben  Duck. a  poor  thrMher,  havinf  written  son*  veiara, 
they  were  shown  to  qneen  Caroline,  who  made  him  her  libiary- 
kes^wr  at  RJchmond.  Hi»  afterward  took  orders,  and  was  pre* 
ftnvd  to  a  UtIdk,  but  growing  melancholy  he  at  last  drowned 
himself. 
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you,  but  I  would  not*  for  you  thall  have  all  your 
share  of  talk,*  which  was  uever  allowed  you  at 
Twickeoham.  You  know  this  was  a  grievance  you 
often  complained  of;  and  so  in  reyenge  you  make 
me  write  all,  and  answer  nothing.  I  beg  my  com- 
pliments to  Dr.  Delany.  I  am,  dear  sir,  yours  most 
affectionately,  J.  Gat. 

I  ended  the  letter  as  abote  to  go  to  the  duchess, 
and  she  told  me  I  might  go  down  and  come  a  quarter 
of  an  hour  hence.  I  had  a  design  to  have  asked  her 
to  sign  the  invitation  that  I  hare  made  you.  As  I 
do  not  know  how  much  she  may  have  to  say  to  you, 
I  think  it  will  be  prudent  to  leare  off,  that  she  may 
not  be  stinted  for  want  of  room.  So  much  I  will 
say,  that  whether  she  signs  it  or  not,  both  the  duke 
and  duchess  would  be  very  glad  you  would  come  to 
Amesbury,  and  you  must  be  persuaded  that  1  say 
this  without  the  least  private  view.  For  what  is  it 
to  me  whether  yoo  come  or  nott  For  I  can  write 
to  you,  you  know. 

P.S.    BY  THE  DUCHBS9  OP  OT^BENSBBIIBY. 

I  would  fain  have  you  come.  I  cannot  say  you  will 
be  welcome,  for  I  do  not  know  you,  and  perhaps 
1  shall  not  like  you ;  but  if  I  do  not  (unless  you 
are  a  very  vain  person)  you  shall  know  my 
thoughts  as  soon  as  I  do  myself.  C.  Q. 

TO  MR.  GAY. 

Dublin.  November  10.  1730. 
Whbk  my  lord  Peterborough,  in  the  queen's  time, 
went  abroad  upon  his  embassies,  the  ministry  told 
me  that  he  was  such  a  vagrant  they  were  forced  to 
write  at  him  by  guess,  because  they  knew  not  where 
to  write  to  him.  This  Is  my  case  vdth  you ;  some« 
times  in  Scotland,  sometimes  at  Hamwalks,  some- 
times God  knows  where.  You  are  a  man  of  busi- 
ness, and  not  at  leisure  for  insignificant  correspond- 
ence. It  was  I  got  you  the  employment  of  being 
my  lord  duke's  premier  ministrej  for  his  grace,  having 
heard  how  good  a  manager  you  were  of  my  revenue, 
thought  you  fit  to  be  intrusted  with  ten  talents.  1 
have  had  twenty  times  a  strong  inclination  to  spend 
a  summer  near  Salisbury  Downs,  having  ridden  over 
tiiem  more  than  once,  and  with  a  young  parson  of 
Salisbury  reckoned  twice  the  stones  of  Stonehenge, 
which  are  either  ninety -two  or  ninety-three.  I  de- 
sire to  present  my  most  humble  acknowledgments 
to  my  lady  duchess  in  return  of  her  civility.  I  hear 
an  ill  thing,  that  she  is  matrepulchrajiliapukhrior: 
1  never  saw  her  since  she  was  a  girl,  and  would  be 
angry  she  should  excel  her  mother,  who  was  long  my 
principal  goddess.  I  desire  you  will  tell  her  grace 
that  the  ill-management  of  forks  is  not  to  be  helped 
when  they  are  only  bidential,  which  happens  in  all 
poor  houses,  especially  those  of  poets  ;  upon  which 
account  a  knife  was  absolutely  necessary  at  Mr. 
Pope's,  where  it  was  morally  impossible,  with  a 
bidential  fork,  to  convey  a  morsel  of  beef,  with  the 
incumbrance  of  mustard  and  turnips,  into  your 
mouth  at  once.  And  her  grace  hsth  cost  me  thirty 
pounds  to  provide  tridents  for  fear  of  offending  her, 
which  sum  I  desire  she  will  please  to  return  me.  1 
am  sick  enotigh  to  go  to  the  Bath,  but  have  not 
heard  it  will  be  good  for  my  disorder.  I  have  a 
strong  mind  to  spend  my  two  hundred  pounds  next 
summer  in  France :  I  am  glad  I  have  it,  for  there  is 
hardly  twice  that  sum  left  in  this  kingdom.  You 
want  no  settlement  (I  call  the  family  where  you 
live,  and  the  foot  you  are  upon,  a  settlement)  till  you 
increase  your  fortune  to  what  will  support  you  with 
ease  and  plenty,  a  good  house  and  a  garden.  The 
want  of  this  I  much  dread  for  you  ;  for  I  have  often 

•  Mr.  Osy  was  nserved  in  his  eravenatloo. 


known  a  •he-ooutin  of  a  good  fiuMly  and  wmaSi  for- 
tune passing  months  among  all  her  Tclatioiia»  IHiaf 
in  plenty  and  taking  her  circles  till  aha  gtew  aa  old 
maid,  and  everybody  weary  of  her.  Mr.  Pope  com- 
plains of  seldom  seeing  you;  but  the  evil  Is  un- 
avoidable, for  different  circumstances  of  life  have 
always  separated  tliose  whom  frieodahip  will  joia. 
God  hath  taken  care  of  this  to  prevent  any  |isiigms 
toward  real  happiness  here,  which  would  make  life 
more  desirable*  and  deatli  too  dreedfal.  I  bops 
you  have  now  one  advantage  that  yovahmye  wanted 
before!  and  the  want  of  which  made  jovr  friends  si 
uneasy  as  it  did  yourself:  1  mean  tho  removal  of 
that  solicitude  about  your  own  aflaiia  which  pcr> 
petually  filled  your  thoughts  aad  diatoibcd  yow 
conversation.  For  if  it  be  true  what  Mr.  Voft 
seriously  teUs  me  you  wiU  have  oppoctonity  tf 
saving  every  groat  a{  the  interest  you  lecesse ;  aad 
so  by  the  time  he  and  you  grow  weary  of  each  ethev 
you  will  be  able  to  pass  the  rest  of  your  winelcss  life 
ia  ease  and  plenty,  with  the  additional  triaBphst 
comfort  of  never  haviag  received  a  penny  from  tbosr 
tasteless  ungrateful  people  from  whom  you  deserved 
so  much,  and  who  deserve  no  better  gtsnioscs  than 
those  by  whom  they  are  celebrated.  If  you  ece  Mr. 
Cesar  present  my  humble  eerrioe  to  hins*  and  let 
him  know  that  the  scrub  libel  printed  against  as 
here,  and  reprinted  in  London,  for  which  be  ebevsd 
a  kind  concern  to  a  iciend  of  as  both*  waa  writtea 
by  myself,  and  sent  to  a  Whig  printer ;  it  wae  ia  Hb^ 
style  and  genius  of  such  scoundrela,  when  the  h^ 
mour  of  libelling  ran  in  this  strain  againat  a  fricad 
of  mine  whom  you  know.    But  my  paper  is  ended. 

JoKATUAii  Svirr. 


TO  LOBD  CauaTERFIBLD.* 

Nopemti  10,  1139. 

My  Lobd,>— I  was  positively  advised  by 
whose  opinion  has  much  weight  with  me«  and 
has  a  great  veneration  for  your  lordahipi  to 
a  letter  of  solicitation ;  and  it  ia  the  fint  w^qoHft  ct 
this  kind  that  1  ever  made  since  the  public  rhaagsi 
in  times,  persona,  measures,  and  opinioae,  drove  «r 
into  distance  and  obscurity. 

There  is  an  honest  man  whose  name  iaijanaeelec : 
he  has  been  long  a  servant  to  my  lord  Saasea  :  k* 
married  a  relation  of  mincb  a  widow  with  a  tolerahk 
Jointure ;  which,  depending  upon  a  leaee  which  da 
duke  of  Grafton  suffered  to  expire  about  three  yean 
ago,  sunk  half  her  little  fortune.  Mr.  Jjanacdel 
had  many  promises  from  the  duke  of  Daraet  whik 
his  grace  held  that  offloe  [lord*etewaidl  which  is 
now  in  your  lordahip ;  but  they  all  foiled,  after  the 
usual  fote  that  the  bulk  of  court  suitors  moat  cxpesl. 

I  am  very  sensible  that  I  have  no  manner  of  elaia 
to  the  least  favour  from  your  lordship,  whom  I  have 
hardly  the  honour  to  be  known  to,  although  yoa 
were  always  pleased  to  treat  me  with  much  bo* 
manity,  and  with  more  distinction  than  I  eovld 
pretend  to  deserve.  I  am  likewiae  conecaona  of  thtf 
demerit  which  I  have  largely  shared  witit  all  these 
who  concerned  themselves  in  a  court  and  miniatiy 
whose  maxims  and  proceedings  have  been  ever  since 
so  much  exploded.  But  your  lordahip  will  grant  ■« 
leave  to  say  that,  in  those  times  when  any  pciaoei 
of  the  ejected  party  came  to  court  aad  were  of  tol«» 
rable  consequence,  they  never  foiled  to  succeed  a 
any  reasonable  request  they  made  for  a  ftiend.  Aa^ 
when  I  sometimes  added  my  poor  solicttattoaa  I  oaed 
to  quote  the  then  ministers  a  passage  ia  the  goapei, 
— *'  the  poor"  (meaning  their  own  dirprndsnui 
(«  you  have  alwaya  with  you,"  Ac. 

■  The  ceteljtited.  aeeomnlbhed,  sad  «1lty  Philip 
Stanhope,  esrl  of  CbesterMd. 
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This  is  th«  ■troagest  aigument  I  have  to  entreat 
our  lordship'B  farour  for  Launoelot,  who  is  a  per- 
wUy  honest  man,  and  as  loyal  as  you  eould  wish, 
lis  wife*  my  near  relation,  has  heen  my  isTourite 
rom  h«fr  yoath,  and  as  deserring  as  it  is  possible  for 
DC  of  her  leTel.  It  is  underwood  that  some  little 
npioyments  about  the  court  may  be  often  in  your 
>rd»hip*8  disposal,  and  that  my  lord  Sussex  wilt 
ive  Mr.  Laoncelot  the  character  he  deserres :  and 
tken  let  my  petition  be  (to  speak  in  my  own  trade) 
'  s  drop  in  the  bucket." 

Remember,  my  lord,  that  although  this  letter  be 
'i^gi  y«t  what  pajtieularly  concerns  my  request  is 
at  01  a  few  linek 

I  shall  not  congratulate  with  your  lordship  upon 
ay  of  your  present  great  employments,  or  upon  the 
restest  that  can  possibly  be  given  to  you,  because 
ou  are  one  of  those  Tery  few  who  do  more  honour 
0  a  court  than  you  can  possibly  receiTe  from  it ; 
rhich  1  take  to  be  a  greater  compliment  to  any 
ourt  than  it  ia  to  your  lordship.     I  am,  my  lord,  Ac. 

Jonathan  Swift. 


FHOM  DR.  ARBUTHNOT.* 
)CAR  Sin, — ^The  passage  in  Mr.  Pope's  letter  about 
roar  health  does  not  alarm  me ;  both  of  us  have  had 
be  distemper  these  thirty  years.  I  have  found  that 
teel,  the  warm  gums,  and  the  bark,  all  do  good  in 
t.  Therefore,  &rst  take  the  vomit  A ;  then  every 
isy  the  quantity  of  a  nutmeg  in  the  morning  of  the 
tlectoary  marked  B,  with  five  spoonsful  of  the  tinc- 
wt  marked  D.  Take  the  tincture,  but  not  the 
electuary,  in  the  afternoon.  Tou  may  take  one  of 
-He  pilla  marked  C  at  any  time  when  you  are  troubled 
sith  it;  or  thirty  of  the  drops  marked  £,  in  any 
rrhicle,  even  water.  I  had  a  servant  of  my  own 
Ibat  was  cured  merely  with  vomiting.  There  is 
aether  medicine  not  mentioned  which  you  may 
'*Ji  the  pulvis  rad.  valeriann  sylvestris,  about  a 
vniple  of  it  twice  a-day.  How  came  you  to  take  it 
n  TOUT  head  that  I  was  queen's  physician  t  When 
1  am  to  you  shall  be  a  bishop  or  anything  you  have 
k  Blind  to.  Pope  is  now  the  great  reigning  poetical 
kroorite.  Your  lord-lieutenant  [the  duke  of  Dor- 
«t]  has  a  mind  to  be  well  with  yon.  Lady  Betty 
tisnnaiii  complains  you  have  not  written  to  her 
■inre  the  wrote  to  yon.  I  have  showed  as  much 
nnlity  to  Mrs.  Barber  as  I  could,  and  she  likewise 
tome.  I  have  no  more  paper  but  what  serves  to 
Wl  yon  that  I  am,  with  great  sincerity,  your  most 
nitbfel  humble  servant,  J.  AaBirrRKoT. 

I  recMmmended  Dr.  Helsham  to  be  physician  to 
[fcs  loni.lieutenant.     I  know  not  vrhat  efTect  it  will 
r^^e.    My  respects  to  him  and  Dr.  Delany. 
^•— -R  pulv.  rad.  ipecacoane,  Eg. 

B.-R  conserv.  fla\cdin.  aurant.  absynth.  Bom.  ana 
3Ti-  rubigin.  martis  in  poUin.  redact,  jiij.  syrup 
e  ■occo  kermes,  q.  s. 

C*— R  as.  feBtid.  jij.  tinctur.  castor,  q.  s.  M.  flant 
ptlQla  xxiv. 

"•- "R  coTtic.  Peruvian!  elect,  rubigin.  martis  ana  tj. 

«>!J*Te  tepid*  in  vini  alb.  GalUc.  lb.  ij  per  24 

noras :  postea  flat  colatura, 

£     R 
— A  ap.  cor.  cerv.  sp.  lavendul.  tinctur.  castor,  ana 

^J-  misce.^ 

\  l"?^r*^  ••  Hwoivwl  Nov.  18.  17»0." 

»r"iM«l  ilS  ^}^  "*y  po«ibly  be  u«*fal  to  tome  perMO 

»»««  JiS.****  ^*»"'»  oompbint  of  giddiDcw/Dr.  AibutVnot'i 

tX  yISS"  tor  strPiiKthniiDg  the  atomaph  ii  added. 

^    °^  **j^aiy  toot  one  drachm;  gaJangal  »od  Roman 

,   "narood  of  each  two  drachma;  onuwe  peel  a  dnehm ; 


Of  K^.juL'^™*''*  •**dii,  two  »crui<Iea.    TuKim  all  iu  a  quart 
^^j^'^'^'v ooaoeaof  grsalar  eompoood  wormwood  water. 


TO  MR.  OAT. 

DubUn.  November  19. 1710. 
I  WBOTB  to  you  a  long  letter  about  a  fortnight  paat, 
concluding  you  were  in  London,  from  whence  I 
understood  one  of  your  former  was  dated ;  nor  did  1 
imagine  you  were  gone  back  to  Amesbury  so  late  iu 
the  year,  at  which  season  I  take  the  country  to  be 
only  a  scene  for  those  who  have  been  ill  used  by  a 
court  on  account  of  their  virtues ;  which  is  a  state  of 
happiness  the  more  valuable  because  it  is  not  aoeora- 
panied  by  envy,  although  nothing  deserves  it  more. 
I  would  gladly  sell  a  dukedom  to  lose  favour  in  the 
manner  Uieir  graces  have  done.*  I  believe  my  lord 
Carteret,^  since  he  is  no  longer  lieutenant,  may  not 
wish  me  ill,  and  I  have  told  him  often  that  I  only 
hated  him  as  lieutenant.  I  confess  he  had  a  gen- 
teeler  manner  of  binding  the  chains  of  this  kingdom 
than  most  of  his  predecessors,  and  I  confess  at  the 
same  time  that  he  had  six  times  a  regard  to  my  re- 
commendation by  preferring  so  many  of  my  friends 
in  the  church ;  the  two  last  acts  of  his  favour  were 
to  add  to  the  dignities  of  Dr.  Delany  and  Mr.  Stop- 
ford,  the  last  of  whom  was  by  you  and  Mr.  Pope  ])Ut 
into  Mr.  Polteney's  hands.  1  told  you  in  my  last 
that  a  continuance  of  giddiness  (though  not  in  a 
violent  degree)  prevented  my  thoughts  of  England 
at  present.  For  in  my  case  a  domestic  life  is  neces- 
sary, where  I  can  with  the  centurion  say  to  my  ser- 
vant. Go,  and  he  goeth ;  and,  Do  this,  and  he  doeth 
it.  I  now  hate  aU  people  whom  I  cannot  command, 
and  consequently  a  duchess  is  at  this  time  the  hate- 
fullest  lady  in  the  world  to  me  one  only  excepted 
[the  queen],  and  I  beg  her  grace's  pardon  for  that 
exception ;  for  in  the  way  I  mean  her  grace  is  ten 
thousand  times  more  hateful.  I  confess  I  begin  to 
apprehend  you  will  squander  my  money,  because  I 
hope  you  never  less  wanted  it ;  and  if  you  go  on 
with  success  for  two  years  longer  I  fear  1  shall  not 
have  a  &rthing  of  it  left  The  doctor  hath  ill  in- 
formed me  who  says  that  Mr.  Pope  is  st  present  the 
chief  poetical  favourite,  yet  Mr.  Pope  himself  talks 
like  a  philosopher,  and  one  wholly  retired.  But  the 
vogue  of  our  few  honest  folks  here  is  that  Duck  is 
absolutely  to  succeed  Eusden  in  the  laurel ;  the  con- 
tention being  between  Concannen,  or  Theobald, 
or  some  other  hero  of  the  '*  Dunciad."  I  never 
chaiged  you  for  not  talking,  but  the  dubious  state  of 
your  affairs  in  those  days  was  too  much  the  subject, 
and  I  wish  the  duchess  had  been  the  voucher  of 

•  After  the  auccem  of  the  "  Befnnur'a  Opera,"  Gay  prodaeed 
another,  with  the  name  ( oow  become  ao  popular)  of  "  Folly.** 
Thia,  BB  it  contained  wvere  and  pointed  aarraami  on  the  conit 
and  tlioae  In  power,  wan  forbid  to  be  acl<d  by  the  lord  cham- 
berlain. In  eonaequence  of  the  duke  aad  dueheaa  of  Qneeos- 
berry'a  warmly  taking  up  6ay*a  cauae,  they  were  ftirMd  th« 
court.  The  following  high-tpirited  letter  waa  leBt  by  th« 
dttchem  to  the  king  and  queen,  eoplea  of  which  were  cir- 
culated 1— 

"  That  the  dueheaa  of  Qneenaherry  la  aorpriaed,  ami  well 
pleaard.  that  the  king  haa  }dven  her  ao  agiecntile  a  commaad 
a»  to  itay  from  court,  where  ahe  never  came  for  divenlon.  Imt 
to  ImmIow  a  grent  civility  upon  the  king  and  queen. 

"  She  hopea.  by  ancn  an  unprecedented  order  aa  thIa,  that 
the  king  will  lee  aa  few  aa  he  wiiihea  at  hia  oouit.  paMkolarly 
■och  aa  dare  to  think,  or  aiiauk  truth.  I  do  nut  do  oiherwiiae 
nor  ought  not;  nor  could  nave  imagined  that  it  would  not 
have  been  the  very  higheal  compliment  I  could  pmaibly  pay  to 
the  king  to  eodeavonr  to  anpport  truth  and  innoeeDce  ta'hia 
houae. 

"  Particularly  when  the  king  and  queen  had  both  told  me 
that  they  had  not  read  Mr.  Gay't  plav.  I  liare  eeitiiinly  dohe 
right  then  to  atand  k>y  my  own  word  rather  than  by  hIa  great 
of  Graftoo'a.  who  h^a  neither  made  nae  of  troth,  judgmeat,  or 
honour,  during  ihia  whole  affair,  either  for  hlmauf  or  hia 
fHenda." 

^  The  llaea  which  thlt  nobleman  quoted  from  Homer,  on  hie 
death-bed.  to  Mr.  Wood,  on  occaalon  of  the  peace,  were  aa 
happily  applied  aa  the  apology  l*e  need  to  Swift  for  aomehaiah 
meaaurca  in  Ireland  : — 


Reirni  novltaa  aaa  talia  oogil 
Moliri.^*-  Da.  WaaToir. 
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your  amendment.  Nothing  do  much  contributed  to 
my  ease  as  the  turn  of  affairs  after  the  queen's  death  ; 
by  which,  all  my  hopes  being  cut  off*,  I  could  hare  no 
ambition  left  unless  I  would  haTe  been  a  greater  rascal 
than  happened  to  suit  with  my  temper.  I  therefore 
sat  down  quietly  at  my  morsel,  adding  only  thereto 
a  principle  of  hatred  to  all  succeeding  measures  and 
ministries  by  way  of  sauce  to  relish  my  meat :  and  I 
confess  one  point  of  conduct  in  my  lady  duchess*s 
life  has  added  much  poignancy  to  it  There  is  a 
good  Irish  practical  bull  toward  the  end  of  your  letter, 
where  you  spend  a  dozen  lines  in  telling  me  you 
must  leave  off  that  you  may  give  my  lady  duchess 
room  to  write,  and  so  you  proceed  to  within  two  or 
three  lines  of  the  bottom ;  though  I  would  have 
remitted  you  my  200/.  to  have  left  place  for  as  many 
more. 

TO  THE   DUCHESS. 

Madam, — ^My  beginning  thus  low  is  meant  as  a 
mark  of  respect,  like  receiving  your  grace  at  the  bot- 
tom of  the  stairs.  I  am  glad  you  know  your  duty ; 
for  it  has  been  a  known  and  established  rule  above 
twenty  years  in  England  that  the  first  advances  have 
been  constantly  made  by  all  ladies  who  aspired  to 
my  acquaintance,  and  the  greater  their  quality  the 
greater  were  their  advances.  Yet  I  know  not  by 
what  weakness  I  have  condescended  graciously  to 
dispense  with  you  upon  this  important  article. 
Though  Mr.  Gay  will  tell  you  that  a  nameless  per- 
son* sent  me  eleven  messages  before  I  would  yield 
to  a  visit :  I  mean  a  person  to  whom  he  is  infinitely 
obliged  for  being  the  occasion  of  the  happiness  he 
now  enjoys  under  the  protection  and  favour  of  my 
lord  duke  and  your  grace.  At  the  same  time  I  can- 
not forbear  telling  you,  madam,  that  you  are  a  little 
imperious  in  your  manner  of  making  your  advances. 
You  say  perhaps  you  shall  not  like  me :  I   affirm 

Jrou  are  mistaken,  which  I  can  plainly  demonstrate  ; 
or  I  have  certain  intelligence  that  another  person 
dislikes  me  of  late,  with  whose  likings  yours  have 
not  for  some  time  past  gone  together.  However,  if 
I  shall  once  have  the  honour  to  attend  your  grace, 
I  will  out  of  fear  and  prudence  appear  as  vain  as  I 
can  that  I  may  not  know  your  thoughts  of  me.  This 
is  your  own  direction,  but  it  was  needless ;  for 
Diogenes  himself  would  be  vain  to  have  received  the 
honour  of  being  one  moment  of  his  life  in  the 
thoughts  of  your  grace.  Jonatkaw  Swift. 


TO  THE  COUNTESS  OP  SUFFOLK. 

--  _   .  ...  November  21,  1780. 

Madam, — I  do  now  pity  the  leisure  you  have  (o  read 
a  letter  from  me ;  and  this  letter  shall  be  a  history. 
First,  therefore,  I  call  you  to  witness  that  I  did  not 
attend  on  the  queen  till  I  had  received  her  own  re- 
peated messages;  which  of  course  occasioned  my 
being  introduced  to  you.  I  never  asked  an}-thing 
till  upon  leaving  England  the  first  time  I  desired 
from  you  a  present  worth  a  guinea,  and  from  her 
majesty  one  worth  ten  pounds  by  way  of  a  memorial. 
Yours  I  received,  and  the  queen  upon  my  taking 
leave  of  her  made  an  excuse  that  she  had  intended  a 
medal  for  me,  which  not  being  ready,  she  would 
send  it  me  the  Christmas  following;  yet  this  was 
never  done  nor  at  all  remembered  when  I  went  back 
to  England  the  next  year,  and  by  her  commands 
attended  her  as  I  had  done  before.  I  must  now  tell 
you,  madam  that  I  will  receive  no  medal  from  her 
majesty,  nor  anything  less  than  her  picture  at  half- 
length,  drawn  by  Jervas ;  and  if  be  takes  it  from 

•  He  meant  nueen  Caroline,  and  her  neglect  of  Gav.  which 
reeoramanilfid  him  to  the  ducheii  of  Queeneberry . 


another  original,  the  qneen  shall  sit  at  least  twic^ 
for  him  to  touch  it  up.  i  desire  yon  will  let  b» 
majesty  know  this  in  plain  words*  althoo^  I  have 
heard  that  I  am  under  her  displeamre.  But  tbis  ii 
a  usual  thing  with  princes  as  well  as  ministers  upon 
every  false  representation ;  and  so  I  took  oc^tfioB 
to  tell  the  queen,  upon  the  quarrel  Mr.  Walpole  bed 
with  our  friend  Gay,  the  fint  time  I  ever  had  the 
honour  to  attend  her. 

Against  you  I  have  but  one  reproaeh :  that  whea 
I  was  last  in  England,  and  just  after  the  prrscct 
king's  accession,  I  resolved  to  pass  that  summer  is 
France,  for  which  I  had  then  a  m<Mt  Lucky  oppor. 
tunity,  from  which  those  who  seemed  lo  love  u« 
well  dissoaded  me,  by  your  advice ;  and  when  I  ecst 
you  a  note  conjuring  yon  to  lay  ai^de  the  diaiactsr 
of  a  courtier  and  a  favourite  upon  that  eccssiBa. 
your  answer  positively  direeted  me  not  to  go  in  tioi 
juncture ;  and  you  said  the  same  thing  to  my  fngai* 
who  seemed  to  have  power  of  giving  me  hints^  tfatf 
I  might  reasonably  hope  for  a  settlement  in  Eaf 
land ;  which  God  knows  was  no  very  gresU  ambitin:. 
considering  the  station  I  should  leave  hex«  of  gxnm 
dignity,  and  which  might  have  easily  been  mauta^ 
to  be  disposed  of  as  the  queen  pleased.  If  the* 
hints  came  from  you,  I  affirm  you  then  acted  too 
much  like  a  courtier.  But  I  fofgiTe  you,  ted 
esteem  you  as  much  as  ever.  Ton  had  your  ressom 
which  I  shall  not  inquire  into;  because  I  ahnfi 
believed  you  had  some  virtues,  besidee  ail  the  v* 
complishments  of  mind  and  person  that  can  aduo 
a  lady. 

I  am  angry  with  the  queen  for  sacrifidi^  mj 
friend  Gay  to  the  mistaken  piques  of  sir  Bobeit 
Walpole  about  a  libel  written  against  hino,  althoi^ 
he  were  convinced  at  the  same  time  of  Mr.  Gars 
innocence;  and  although,  as  I  said  before*  I  xiii 
her  mijesty  the  whole  story.  Mr.  Oay  deserved 
better  treatment  among  you  upon  all  aeeoonta,  aa^ 
particularly  for  his  excellent,  unregarded  Fabka. 
dedicated  to  prince  William,  which  I  hope  his  xor^ 
highness  will  often  read  for  his  instruetion.  I  w^ 
her  majesty  would  a  little  remember  what  I  laif^ 
said  to  her  about  Ireland,  m^n  befbrv  a  witM 
she  gave  me  leave  and  commanded  me  to  tell  hert 
what  she  spoke  to  me  upon  thatsobject; 
dered  me  if  I  lived  to  see  her  in  her  preseni 
to  send  her  our  grievances,  promisiii^i  to 
letter,  and  do  all  good  offices  in  her  power  for  th^ 
miserable  and  most  loyal  kingdom,  now  aft  the  brick 
of  ruin,  and  never  so  near  as  now.  As  to  myaeiC  I 
repeat  again  that  I  never  asked  anything  more  thsa 
a  trifle  as  a  memorial  of  some  distinction  which  her 
majesty  graciously  seemed  to  make  between  ne  sad 
every  common  clergyman;  but  that  trifle  wm  ftc^ 
gotten,  according  to  the  usual  method  of  princes 
although  I  was  taught  to  think  myself  upon  a  fooc  of 
pretending  to  some  little  exception. 

As  to  yourself,  madam,  I  most  heartily  congrsto- 
late  with  you  for  being  delivered  from  the  toil,  lU 
envy,  the  slavery,  and  vexation  of  a  favourite  ;  when 
you  could  not  always  answer  the  good   intcBtinct 
that  I  hope  you  had.     You  will  now  be  leas  tn«vi 
with  solicitations,  one  of  the  greatest  evila  in  Vdf^ 
You  possess  an  easy  employment,   with   quirt  ^ 
mind,  although  it  be  bv  no  means  equal  to  vc« 
merit ;  and  if  it  shaU  please  God  to  establish  Vo«r 
health,  I  believe  and  hope  you  are  too  wise  to  bc^ 
for  more.     Mr.  Pope  has  always  been  an  advoeste 
for  your  sincerity ;  and  even  I,  in  the  chaxnetcf  i 
gave  you  of  yourself,  allowed  you  ss  mndi  of  thai 
virtue  as  could  be  expected  in  a  lady,  a  conrtMr,  tad. 
a  favourite.    Yet  I  confess  I  never  heartily  pledsni 
your  health  as  a  toast  i;9ob  any  other  t^ards  this 
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ieauty»  wit,  good  sense,  and  an  unblemished  cha- 
a«<ter.  For  as  to  friendship,  truth,  sincerity,  and 
»th»'r  trifles  of  that  kind,  I  never  concerned  mj'self 
innit  them  ;  because  I  knew  them  to  be  only  parts 
if  the  lower  morals,  which  are  altogether  useless  at 
ourts.  I  am  content  that  you  should  tell  the  queen 
II  I  have  said  of  her ;  and  in  my  own  words  if  you 
lease. 

I  could  have  been  a  better  prophet  in  the  chanc- 
er I  s^^re  you  of  yourself,  if  it  had  been  good  man- 
lers  in  the  height  of  your  credit  to  put  you  in  mind 
fits  mortality  ;  for  you  are  not  the  first  by  at  least 
hree  ladies  whom  I  have  known  to  undergo  the 
ame  turn  of  fortune.  It  is  allowed  that  ladies  are 
iten  very  good  scailbldings ;  and  I  need  not  tell  you 
he  use  that  scafibldings  are  put  to  by  all  builders  as 
rel!  political  as  mechanic.  I  should  have  begun 
hin  letter  by  telling  you  that  I  was  encouraged  to 
^-rite  it  by  my  best  friend  and  one  of  your  great  ad- 
nirers ;  who  told  me  *'that  from  something  that  had 
^a«iied  between  you  he  thought  you  would  not  re- 
'^ive  it  ill."  After  all,  I  know  no  person  of  your 
ex  for  whom  I  have  ao  great  an  esteem  as  I  do  and 
lelieve    I    shall  always  continne  to  bear  for  you, 

mean  a  private  person ;  for  I  must  except  the 
[tieen,  and  it  is  not  an  exception  of  form  ;  because 

have  really  a  very  great  veneration  for  her  ffreat 
[uatities,  although  I  have  reason  to  complain  of  her 
onduct  to  me  ;  which  1  could  not  excuse  although 
he  had  fifty  kingdoms  to  govern.  I  have  but  room 
o  conclude  with  my  sincere  professions  of  being, 
vith  true  respect,  madam,  your  most  obedient  hum- 
ble servant,  Jokathan  Swift. 


PROM  MR.  OAT. 

Ametbury,  December  6,  17S0. 
!>KAB  Sis, — Botb  your  letters  to  my  great  tatisfac- 
ir>n  I  have  received.  Tou  were  mistaken  as  to  my 
leln^  in  town,  for  I  have  been  here  ever  since  the 
>e«pnning  of  May.  But  the  best  way  is  to  direct  your 
ptters  always  to  the  duke's  house  in  London,  and 
hey  are  sent  hither  by  his  porter.  We  shall  stay 
lere  till  after  the  holidays.  Ton  say  we  deserve 
*nTy ;  I  think  we  do,  for  I  envy  no  man  either  in 
own  or  out  of  it.  We  have  had  some  visitors,  and 
»x^Tj  one  of  them  such  as  one  would  desire  to  visit. 
I  he  duchess  is  a  more  severe  check  upon  my  finances 
han  ever  you  were,  and  I  submit  as  I  did  to  you,  to 
■omply  to  my  own  good.  I  was  a  long  time  before 
I  could  prevail  with  her  to  let  me  allow  myself  a 
>air  of  shoe*  with  two  heels,  for  I  had  lost  one, 
ukI  the  shoes  were  so  decayed  that  they  were  not 
rorth  mending.  You  see  by  this  that  those  who 
u-e  the  most  generous  of  their  own  can  be  the  most 
ToretotN  for  others.  I  hope  you  will  be  so  good  to 
xie  as  to  use  your  Interest  with  her  (for,  whatever 
khe  says,  you  seem  to  have  some)  to  indtlge  me 
(^tth  the  extravagance  suitable  to  mv  fortune. 

The  lady  you  mention  that  dislikes  you  has  no 
liacemment.  I  really  think  you  may  safely  venture 
to  Ametbury,  though  indeed  the  lady  here  likes  to 
iBve  her  own  way  as  well  as  you,  which  may  some- 
times occasion  disputes  ;  and  I  tell  you  beforehand 
that  I  cannot  take  your  part.  I  think  her  so  often 
In  the  right  that  you  will  have  great  difficulty  to 
pMtrsuade  me  that  she  is  in  the  wrong.  Then  there  is 
mother  thing  that  I  ought  to  tell  yon  to  deter  you 
from  this  place,  which  is,  that  the  lady  of  the  house 
Is  not  given  to  show  civility  to  those  she  does  not  like, 
she  speaks  her  mind  and  loves  truth.  For  the  un- 
rommonness  of  the  thing,  I  fancy  your  curiosity 
wilt  prevail  over  your  fear,  and  you  will  like  to  see 
■uch  a  woman.  But  I  say  no  more  till  I  know 
whether  her  gniee  will  fill  up  the  rest  of  the  paper. 


FROM   THB  DOCneSS  OP  OnBEITSinEnY. 

Write  I  must,  particularly  now,  as  I  have  an  op- 
portunity to  indulge  my  predominant  passion,  contra- 
diction. I  do  in  the  first  place  contradict  most  things 
Mr.  Gay  says  of  me  to  deter  you  from  coming  here, 
which  if  you  ever  do,  I  hereby  assure  you,  that  un- 
less I  like  my  own  way  better,  you  shall  have  yours ; 
and  in  all  disputes  you  shall  convince  me  if  you  can. 
But,  by  what  I  see  of  you,  this  is  not  a  misfortune 
that  will  always  happen  ;  for  I  find  yon  are  a  great 
mistaker.  For  example,  you  take  prudence  for  impe- 
riousness  ;  it  is  from  this  first  that  I  determined  not 
to  like  one  who  is  too  giddy-headed  for  me  to  be 
certain  whether  or  not  I  shall  ever  be  acquainted 
with.  I  have  known  people  take  great  delight  in 
building  castles  in  the  air,  but  I  should  choose  to 
build,  friends  upon  a  more  solid  foundation.  I  would 
fain  know  you,  for  I  often  hear  more  good  likeabl 
things  than  it  is  posaible  any  one  can  deserve.  Pray 
come,  that  I  may  find  out  something  wrong ;  for  1, 
and  I  believe  most  women  have  an  inconceivable 
pleasure  to  find  out  any  fruits  except  their  own.  Mr. 
Cibber  is  made  poet-laureat.  I  am,  sir,  as  much 
your  humble  servant  as  1  can  be  to  any  person  I  do 
not  know.  C.  Q. 

Mr.  Gay  is  very  peevish  that  I  spell  and  write  ill ; 
but  I  do  not  care  ;  for  neither  the  pen  nor  I  can 
do  better.  Besides,  I  think  you  have  flattered  me, 
and  ioch  people  oug^  to  be  put  to  trouble. 

MB.  OAT'S  POSTSClIPr. 

Now  I  hope  you  are  pleased,  and  that  you  will  allow, 
for  so  small  a  sum  as  200L,  you  have  a  lumping 
pennyworth. 

FROM  LORD  CHESTERFIELD. 

Hague.  December  15.  1730. 
SiH, — ^Tou  need  not  have  made  any  excuses  to  me 
for  your  solicitations ;  on  the  contrary,  I  am  proud 
of  being  the  first  person  to  whom  you  have  thought 
it  worth  your  while  to  apply,  since  those  changes 
which  you  say  drove  you  into  distance  and  obscurity. 
I  very  well  know  the  person  you  recommend  to  me, 
having  lodged  at  his  house  a  whole  summer  at  Rich- 
mond. I  have  always  heard  a  very  good  character  of 
him,  which  alone  would  incline  me  to  serve  him,  but 
your  recommendation,  I  can  assure  you,  will  make  me 
impatient  to  do  it  However,  that  he  may  not  again 
meet  with  the  common  fate  of  court  suitors,  nor  I 
lie  under  the  imputation  of  making  court  promises, 
I  will  exactly  explain  to  you  how  far  it  is  likely  I 
may  be  able  to  serve  him. 

When  first  I  had  this  office*  I  took  the  resolution 
of  turning  out  nobody  ;  so  that  I  shall  only  have 
the  disposal  of  those  places  that  the  death  of  the 
present  possessors  will  procure  me.  Some  old  ser- 
vants that  have  served  me  long  and  faithfully  have 
obtained  the  promises  of  the  first  four  or  five  vacan- 
cies ;  and  the  early  solicitations  of  some  of  my  par- 
ticular friends  have  tied  me  down  for  about  as  many 
more.  But,  after  having  satisfied  those  engagements, 
I  do  assure  you,  Mr.  Launcelot  shall  be  my  first  care. 
I  confess  his  prospect  is  more  remote  than  I  could 
have  wished  it,  but  as  it  is  so  remote  he  will  not  have 
the  uneasiness  of  a  disap[)ointment  if  he  gets  no- 
thing, and  if  he  gets  something  we  shall  both  be 
pleased. 

As  for  his  political  principles,  I  am  in  no  manner 
of  pain  about  them.  Were  he  a  Torj*,  I  would  ven- 
ture to  serve  him  in  the  Just  expectation,  that  should 
I  ever  be  charged  with  having  preferred  a  Tory,  the 
person  who  was  the  author  ot  my  crime  would  like- 

'  or  lordHrtewnrd  of  tlie  king's  houwhold,  ia  which  he  sue- 
needed  the  duke  of  Duvaet.  appointed  lord-lieutinant  of  Ireland. 

2  T  2 
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-mae  be  the  author  of  my  Tindication.     I  am,  with 
real  esteem,  lir,  your  moet  obedient  humble  servaot, 

Chestekfielo. 


FROM  LADY  EUZABETH  GERMAIN. 

December  24,  I7S0. 
Since  you,  with  a  modest  aBsurance,  affirm  you  un- 
derstand and  practice  good  manners  better  than  any 
other  person  in  either  kingdom,  I  wish  you  would 
therefore  put  into  Tery  handsome  terms  my  excuse 
to  dean  Swift  that  I  hare  not  answered  his  letter  I 
received  before  the  last ;  for  even  prebendary  Head 
Assured  my  brother  Harry  that  he,  in  all  form  and 
Justice,  took  place  of  a  colonel,  as  being  a  major- 
general  in  the  church ;  and  therefore  you  need  not 
have  called  a  coimcil  to  know  whether  you  or  I  were 
to  write  last ;  because,  as  being  but  a  poor  courtesy 
lady,  I  can  pretend  to  no  place  but  what  other  people's 
goodncM  gives  me.  This  being  lettied,  I  certainly 
ought  not  to  have  written  again;  but,  however,  I  fear 
I  should  have  been  wrong  enough  to  have  desired 
the  correspondence  to  be  kept  up,  but  that  I  have 
been  ill  this  fortnight,  and  of  course  lasy,  and  not 
in  a  writing  mood. 

First,  as  to  Mrs.  Barber,  as  I  told  you  before,  sol 
tell  you  the  same  again,  that  upon  your  recommenda- 
tion I  shall  be  very  glad  to  serve  her,  though  I  never 
did  see  her ;  and  as  I  had  not  your  letter  till  I  went 
from  Tunbridge,  she  passed  unmarked  by  me  in  the 
crowd ;  nor  have  I  met  with  her  since.     She  wrote 
to  me  to  present  ***•'■  poems  to  the  duke  and 
duchess    of  Dorset.     I   answered    her  letter  and 
obeyed  her  commands.     And  as  to  her  own,  I  shall 
most  willingly  subscribe ;  though  I  am  of  the  opi> 
nion  we  ladies  are  not  apt  to  be  good  poets,  especi- 
ally if  we  cannot  spell ;  but  that  is  by  way  of  invio- 
lable secret  between  you  and  me.    So  much  for  this 
letter.     Now  to  your  last  epistle,  for  which  it  seems 
I  am  to  give  you  thanks  for  honouring  me  with  your 
commands.    Well  I  do  so,  because  this  gets  a  proof 
that  after  so  many  years'  acquaintance  there  is  one 
that  wiU  take  my  word  ;  which  is  a  certain  sign  that 
I  have  not  often  broke  it.     Therefore,  behold   the 
consequence  is  this ;  I  have  given  my  word  to  the 
duke  of  Dorset,  that  you  would  not  so  positively 
affirm  this  fact  concerning  Mr.  Fox,  without  knowing 
the  certain  truth,  that  there  Is  no  deceit  in  this  de- 
claration of  trust.     And  though  it  has  been  recom- 
mended to  him,  as  you  say,  he  never  did  give  any 
answer  to  it,  nor  designed  it  till  he  was  fully  satisfied 
of  the  truth ;  and  even  then  I  believe  would  not 
have  determined  to  have  done  it,  because  it  is  an 
easy  way  of  securing  a  place  for  ever  to  a  family  ; 
and  were  this  to  be  an  example,  be  it  so  many  pence 
or  so  many  pounds,  for  the  future  they  would  be  in- 
heritances. 

So  now  not  to  show  my  power  with  his  grace  (in 
spite  of  his  dependants,  who  may  cast  their  eyes  on 
it),  for  that  I  dare  affirm  there  never  wiU  be  need  of 
where  justice  or  good  nature  is  necessary ;  but  to 
shew  you  his  dependance  on  your  honour  and  inte- 
grity, he  gives  me  leave  to  tell  you  it  shall  certainly 
be  done  ;  nor  does  tlus  at  all  oblige  you  to  give  the 
thanks  you  seem  so  desirous  to  give  ;  for  at  any  time 
whensoever  you  have  any  business,  service,  or  request 
to  make  to  his  grace  of  Dorset  (whether  my  proper 
business  or  not),  till  you  two  are  better  acquainted 
with  one  another's  merits,  I  shall  be  very  glad  to 
show  how  sincerely  1  am  your  friend  and  faithful 
humble  servant,  E.  Germain. 


TO  MBS.  WHITEWAY. 

Draemher  CS,  1730 
You  m'ight  give  a  better  reason  for  restoring  my  bok, 
that  it  was  not  worth  keeping.  I  thought  by  i]je 
superscription  that  your  letter  was  written  by  a  man, 
for  you  have  neither  the  scrawl  nor  the  spelling  <rf 
your  sex.  You  live  so  far  off,  and  1  believe  are » 
seldom  at  home,  and  I  am  so  ill  a  visitor,  that  it  u 
no  wonder  we  meet  so  seldom :  but  if  you  knt-w 
what  I  say  of  you  to  others,  you  would  believe  it  v* 
not  for  want  of  inclination ;  I  mean  what  I  mj  of 
you  as  1  knew  you  formerly  j  for  as  to  what  yon  jft 
now,  I  know  but  little.  I  give  you  the  good  wivLo 
of  the  season ;  and  am  with  true  esteem  and  aff«« 
tion,  yours,  &c.  Jonathan  Svin. 

TO  LADY  SANTRY. 

[1730,  at  a  conjcctnrv.] 
Madam, — My  reason  for  waiting  on  you  soinf  tut* 
ago  was  grounded  on  the  esteem  I  always  hiil  w 
you ;  which  continued  still  the  same,  although  1  bau 
hardly  the  least  acquaintance  with   your  lord,  uv 
was  at  all  desirous  to  cultivate  it,  because  I  did  q.; 
at  all  approve  of  his  conduct*     In  two  or  three  dtji 
after  I  saw  you  at  sir  Compton  Domville't  [l**J 
Santry*s  brother]  house,  all  my   acquaintance  iH 
me  how  full  the  town  was  of  the  Tisit  I  had  na^i 
you,  and  of  the  cruel  treatment  you  received  fe'ic 
me,  with  relation  to  your  son  [lord  Santry].    1  ^'^ 
not  believe  your  ladyship  was  so  weak  as  to  iprc&c 
this  complaint  yourself;  but  I  lay  it  wholly  to  the* 
two  young  women  who  were  then  in  the  same  nxz. 
I  suppose  as  visitors.     But  if  you  were  realh  di»- 
contented,  and  thought  to  publish  your  discoDt«t>t  x 
aggravating  words,  1  must  cut  off  at  least  nine-tf  st^ 
of  the  friendship  1  had  for  you,  and  list  yoa  ii^  the 
herd  of  Irish  laidies  whose  titlea,  or  those  of  tbiff 
husbands,  with  me,  never  have  the  weight  of  t  fa- 
ther or  the  value  of  a  pebble.     I  imagined  yoa  had 
so  much  sense  as  to  understand  that  all  I  said  wis  is* 
tended  for  the  service  both  of  you  and  your  son.  1 
have  often  spoken  much  more  sercrely  to  pecsnst  oi 
much  higher  quality  than  your  son,  and  in  a  kingdoa 
where  to  be  a  lord  is  of  importance ;  and  I  hsve  r^ 
ceived  hearty  thanks,  as  well  as  found  amendmoi 
One  thing  I  shall  observe  upon  your  account,  whicb  •« 
never  to  throw  away  any  more  advioe  upon  sny  InA 
lord  or  his  mother;  because  I  thought  you  wovUV 
one  of  the  last  to  deceive  me. 

I  called  four  times  at  the  house  where  yoa  lodge, 
and  you  were  always  denied,  by  which,  I  soppnt, 
you  would  have  me  think  you  are  angry,  wherm  1 
am  the  person  who  ought  to  complain,  because  aQ  1 
had  said  to '  you  proceeded  from  friendship,  sod  • 
desire  of  reforming  your  son.  But  that  desire  nva* 
utterly  at  an  end.  Jonathan  Svirr. 

•  «^— -— ■• 

TO  THE  EARL  OP  CUKHTERFIELD. 

Jaauary  >.  im 
Mr  Lord,— I  return  your  lordship  my  most  huo^ 
thanks  for  the  honour  and  &vour  of  your  letter,  asd 
desire  your  justice  to  believe  that  in  writing  lo  yoo 
a  second  time  I  have  no  design  of  giving  yvu  i 
second  trouble.  My  only  end  at  present  is  to  ^ 
your  pardon  for  a  fault  of  ignorance.  I  ou^t  *s 
have  remembered  that  the  arts  of  courts  are  Uke  tbov 
of  play ;  where  if  the  most  expert  be  absent  for  s  ^ 
months,  the  whole  system  is  so  changed  that  bf  ^ 
no  more  skill  than  a  new  beginner.  Yet  I  cannot  ^^^ 
wish  that  your  lordship  had  pleased  to  forgive  one  v^ 
has  been  an  utter  stranger  to  public  life  above  vxtfea 
years.  Bussy  Rabutin  himself,  the  politest  pe(«« 
of  his  age,  when  he  was  recalled  to  court  after  a  I«>iu' 
banishment^  appeared  ndiculous  there  t  and  viu^ 
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could  'I  expect  from  my  Antiquated  maimer  of  ad- 
Jrisaing  your  lordship,  in  the  prime  of  your  life,  in 
the  height  of  fortune,  faTOur,  and  merit ;  «o  distin- 
guished by  your  actirc  spirit  and  greatnesa  of  your 
genius  t  I  do  here  repeat  to  your  lordship  that  I  lay 
the  fittlt  of  my  misconduct  entirely  on  a  friend  whom 
I  exceedingly  love  and  esteem,  whom  I  dare  not 
name,  ind  who  is  as  bad  a  courtier  by  nature  as  I 
am  grown  by  want  of  practice.  God  forbid  that  your 
lordship  should  continue  in  an  employment,  however 
great  sod  honourable,  where  you  only  can  be  an 
ornament  to  the  court  so  long  until  you  have  an 
opportunity  to  provide  offices  for  a  dosen  low  people 
like  the  poor  man  whom  I  took  the  liberty  to  men- 
tion !  and  God  forbid  that  in  one  particular  branch 
of  the  king's  family  there  should  ever  be  such  a  mor- 
tality as  to  take  away  a  doien  of  hia  meaner  servants 
in  lets  than  a  dosen  years. 

Gire  me  leave,  in  further  excuse  of  my  weakness, 
to  confess  that,  besides  some  hints  from  my  friends, 
jour  lordship  is  in  great  measure  to  blame  for  your 
obliging  manner  of  treating  me  in  every  place  where 
I  bul  the  honour  to  see  you ;  which  I  acknowledge 
to  have  been  a  distinction  that  I  had  not  the  least 
pretence  to,  and  consequently  as  little  to  groimd 
upon  it  the  request  of  a  favour. 

As  I  am  an  utter  stranger  to  the  present  forms  of 
the  world,  I  have  imagined  more  than  once  that 
>our  lordship's  proceeding  with  me  may  be  a  reflne- 
nent  introduced  by  yourself;  and  that  as  in  my  time 
the  moat  solemn  and  frequent  promises  of  great  men 
usually  (ailed  against  all  probable  appearances,  so 
that  single  slight  one  of  your  lordship  may  by  your 
ft'uerous  nature  early  succeed  against  all  visible  im- 
possibilities.    I  am,  &c.  Jonathan  Swift. 


lamitiea.  Let  us  hear  from  you.  We  deserve  thia 
attention  because  we  desire  it,  and  because  we  be* 
lieve  that  you  desire  to  hear  fiom  us. 


FROM  LORD  BOUNOBROK.E. 

January  17.  nsi. 

1  BSOiN  my  letter  by  telling  you  that  my  wife  ha* 
hcen  returned  from  abroad  about  a  month,  and  that 
her  health,  though  feeble  and  precarious,  is  better 
than  it  has  been  these  two  years.  She  is  much  your 
ienrant,  and  as  she  has  been  her  own  physician  with 
some  success  imagines  she  could  be  yours  with  the 
same.  Would  to  God  you  was  within  her  reach. 
She  would,  I  believe,  prescribe  a  great  deal  of  tlie 
mtdicina  animi  without  having  recourse  to  the  books 
of  Trismegistus.  Pope  and  1  should  be  her  princi- 
pal apothecaries  in  the  course  of  the  cure ;  and 
though  our  best  botanists  complain  that  few  of  the 
herbs  and  simples  which  go  to  the  composition  of 
these  remedies  are  to  be  found  at  present  in  our  soil, 
}et  there  are  more  of  them  here  than  in  Ireland ;  be- 
tides, by  the  help  of  a  little  chemistry  the  most  nox- 
ious juices  may  become  salubrious  and  rank  poison 
•pecific.  Pope  is  now  in  my  library  with  me,  and 
writes  to  the  world—to  the  present  and  to  future 
sgea— while  I  begin  this  letter  which  he  is  to  finish  to 
}ou.  What  good  he  will  do  to  mankind  1  know  not; 
this  comfort  he  may  be  sure  of,  he  cannot  do  less 
than  you  have  done  before  him.  1  have  sometimes 
thought  that  if  preachers,  hangmen,  and  moral 
writers  keep  vice  at  a  stand,  or  so  much  as  retard  the 
progress  of  it,  they  do  as  much  as  human  nature  ad- 
mita  :  a  real  reformation*  is  not  to  be  brought  about 
b)  ordinary  means ;  it  requires  those  extraordinary 
means  which  become  punishments  as  well  as  lessons : 
national  corruption  must  be  purged  by  national  ca- 

*  Boliogbroke  has  enlarvtd  oo  thb  to|>le  i/i  hU  phUosopJtkal 
vorka,  intnidiBit  to  dcpraciate  Christianity  by  shoisinff  that  ii 
hM  out  liad  a  xrnrral  efTect  on  the  morals  of  mankind,  qor  pro- 
<)riced  a  real  ivfonnation ;  an  aqptmeni  nothing  V>  ^e  purpose, 
B«v  any  hnpoKlinient  of  Ihe  doctrine  of  tlio  gospel>  even  if  it 
wen  loutaded.  as  it  oeitainly  is  i^ 


FROM  MR.  FULTENEY. 

London,  Pebmary  9,  1731. 
DiAR  Sir, — Among  the  many  [compliments  I  have 
received  fiom  my  friends  on  the  birth  of  my  son,  I 
assure  you  none  gave  me  greater  pleasure  tiian  the 
kind  letter  you  honoured  me  with  on  the  occasion. 
When  you  were  laat  in  Englsnd  your  stay  was  so 
short  that  I  scarce  had  time,  and  very  few  opportuni- 
ties, to  convince  you  how  great  a  desire  I  had  to  bear 
some  share  of  your  esteem ;  but  should  you  return 
this  summer  I  hope  you  will  continue  longer  among 
us.  Lord  Bolingbroke,  lord  Bathurst,  Pope,  my> 
self,  and  others  of  your  friends  are  got  together  in  a 
country  neighbourhood,  which  would  be  much  en- 
livened if  you  would  come  and  live  among  us.  Mn. 
Pulteney  joins  with  me  in  the  invitation,  and  is 
much  obliged  to  you  for  remembering  her.  She  bid 
me  tell  you  that  she  is  determined  to  have  no  more 
children  unless  you  wiU  promise  to  come  over  and 
christen  the  next :  you  see  how  much  my  happiness 
in  many  respects  depends  upon  your  promise.  I 
have  always  desired  Pope  when  he  wrote  to  you  to 
remember  my  compliments ;  and  I  can  assure  you 
with  the  greatest  truth,  though  you  have  much  older 
acquaintances,  that  you  have  not  in  England  a  friend 
that  loves  and  honours  you  more  than  I  do,  or  can  be 
with  greater  sincerity  than  I  am,  your  most  humble 
and  obedient  servant,  W.  Pultenby. 

P.S. — If  any  of  our  pamphlets  (with  which  we 
abound)  are  ever  sent  over  to  Ireland,  and  you 
think  them  worth  reading,  you  will  perceive  how 
low  they  are  reduced  in  point  of  argument  on  one 
side  of  the  question.  This  has  driven  certain  peo- 
ple to  that  last  resort  of  calling  names.  Villain, 
traitor,  seditious  rascal,  and  such  ingenious  appel- 
lations have  frequently  been  bestowed  on  a  couple 
of  friends  of  yours.  Such  usage  has  made  it  ne- 
cessary to  return  the  same  polite  language,  and 
there  has  been  more  Billingsgate  stuff  uttered  from 
the  press  within  these  two  months  than  ever  was 
known  before.  Upon  this  Dr.  Arbuthnot  has 
written  a  very  humorous  treatise,  which  he 
showed  me  this  morning ;  wherein  he  proves  from 
many  learned  instances  that  this  sort  of  altercation 
is  ancient,  elegant,  and  classical ;  and  that  what 
the  world  falsely  imagines  to  be  polite,  is  truly 
gothic  and  barbarous.  He  shows  how  the  gods 
and  goddesses  used  one  another ;  dog,  bitch,  and 
whore  were  pretty  common  expressions  among 
them:  kings,  heroes,  ambassadors,  and  orators 
abused  one  another  much  in  the  same  wav  :  and 
he  concludes  that  it  is  a  pity  this  method  of  objur- 
gation should  be  lost.  His  quotations  from 
Homer,  Demosthenes,  ^schines,  and  Tully  are 
admirable ;  and  the  whole  is  very  humorously  con- 
ducted. I  take  it  for  granted  he  will  send  it  you 
himself  as  soon  ss  it  is  printed. 


FROM  LADT  EUZABETH  QERBTATN. 

February  S3.  1781. 
Now  were  you  in  vsst  hopes  you  should  hear  no 
more  from  me,  I  being  slow  in  my  motions :  but  do 
not  flatter  yourself;  you  began  the  correspondence, 
set  my  pen  a-going,  and  God  knows  when  it  will 
end  :  for  I  had  it  by  inheritance  from  my  father  ever 
to  please  myself  when  I  could  ;  and  though  I  do  not 
just  take  the  turn  my  motheij  did  of  fasting  and 
praying,  yet  to  be  sure  that  was  her  pleasure  too,  or 
else  she  would  not  have  been  so  greedy  of  it.     I  do 
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not  care  to  deliTer  your  meMaget  this  great  while  to 
lieutenant  Head,  he  having  been  dead  these  two 
years ;  and  though  he  had,  as  you  say,  a  head,  I  loved 
him  Very  well :  but,  however,  from  my  dame  Wad- 
garV  first  impression  have  ever  had  a  natural  antipa- 
thy to  spirits. 

I  have  not  acquaintance  enough  with  Mr.  Pope, 
which  I  am  sorry  for,  and  expect  you  should  come 
to  England  in  order  to  improve  it.  If  it  was  the 
queen  and  not  the  duke  of  Grafton  that  picked  out 
such  a  laureat  [CoUey  Gibber],  she  deserves  his 
poetry  in  her  praises. 

Your  friend  Mrs.  Barber  has  been  here.  I  find 
^e  has  some  request ;  but  neither  you  nor  she  has 
yet  let  it  out  to  me  what  it  is :  for  certainly  you  can- 
not mean  that  by  subscribing  to  her  book ;  if  so  I 
shall  be  mighty  happy  to  have  you  call  that  a  favour ; 
for  surely  there  is  nothing  so  easy  as  what  one  can  do 
oneself,  nor  anything  so  heavy  as  what  one  must 
ask  other  people  for ;  though  I  do  not  mean  by  this 
that  I  shall  ever  be  unwilling  when  you  require  it, 
yet  shall  be  much  happier  when  it  is  in  my  own 
power  to  show  how  sincerely  I  am  my  old  friend's 
most  faithful  humble  servant,  £.  Germain. 

Mrs.  Lloyd  is  much  yours ;  but  dumber  than  ever, 
having  a  violent  cold. 

FROM  MB.  GAY. 

_  .      .      ,  March  20,  1781. 

I  THINK  It  18  above  three  months  since  I  wrote  to 
you  in  partnership  with  the  duchess.  About  a  fort- 
night since  1  wrote  to  you  from  Twickenham  for 
Mr.  Pope  and  myself.  He  was  then  disabled  from 
writing  by  a  severe  rheumatic  pain  in  his  arm,  but 
is  pretty  well  again,  and  at  present  in  town.  Lord 
Oxford,  lord  Bathurst,  he,  and  I  dined  together  yes- 
terday at  Barnes,  with  old  Jacob  Tonson,  where  we 
drank  your  health.  I  am  again  by  the  advice  of 
physicians  grown  a  moderate  wine-drinker,  after  an 
abstinence  of  above  two  years ;  and  now  look  upon 
myself  as  qualified  for  society  as  before. 

I  formerly  sent  you  a  state  of  the  accounts  be- 
tween us.  Lord  Bathurst  has  this  day  paid  me  your 
principal  and  interest  The  interest  amounted  to 
12i.,  and  I  want  your  directions  how  to  dispose  of 
the  principal,  which  must  Ue  dead  till  I  receive 
your  orders.  I  had  a  scheme  of  buying  two  lotterv- 
tickets  for  you  and  keeping  your  principal  entire. 
And  as  all  my  good  fortune  is  to  come,  to  show  you 
that  I  consult  your  advantage  I  will  buy  two  more 
for  myself,  and  you  and  I  will  go  halves  in  the 
10,000/.  That  there  will  be  a  lottery  is  certain :  the 
scheme  is  not  yet  declared,  but  1  hear  it  will  not  be 
the  most  advantageous  one,  for  we  are  to  have  but 
3/.  per  cent. 

I  solicit  for  no  court  favours,  so  that  I  propose  to 
buy  the  tickets  at  the  market-price  when  they  come 
out,  which  will  not  be  these  two  or  three  months.  If 
you  do  not  like  to  have  your  money  thus  disposed  of, 
or  if  you  like  to  trust  to  your  own  fortune  rather  than  i 
to  share  in  mine,  let  me  have  your  orders  ;  and  at 
the  same  time  tell  me  what  I  shall  do  with  the  prin- 
cipal sum. 

I  came  to  town  the  7th  of  January  last  with  the 
duke  and  duchess,  about  business,  for  a  fortnight : 
as  it  depended  upon  others  we  could  not  get  it  done 
till  now.  Next  week  we  return  to  Amesbury  in 
Wiltehire  for  the  rest  of  the  year ;  but  the  best  way 
is  always  to  direct  to  me  at  the  duke's  inBuriington- 
gardens,  near  J'iccadilly.  I  am  ordered  by  the 
duchess  to  grow  rich  in  the  manner  of  sir  John 
Cutler.  I  have  toothing  at  this  present  writing  but 
■  The  d^af  hotiwkeeper  al  loid  B«rkel«y*a. 


my  frock  that  was  made  at  SaUsbnry  and  a  bob  peri- 
wig. I  persuade  myself  that  it  is  shilling  weather  a» 
seldom  as  possible,  and  have  found  out  tk»t  tb«rc  arr 
few  court  visits  that  are  worth  a  shilling.  In  ahorl,  I 
am  very  happy  in  my  present  independency  :  I  e&rj 
no  man,  but  have  the  due  contempt  of  voluntary  aUvcs 
of  birth  and  fortune.  I  have  such  a  spite  agaiBki 
you  that  I  wish  you  may  long  for  my  company  at  1 
do  for  yours.  Though  you  never  write  to  nae,  >oo 
cannot  make  me  forget  you ;  so  that»  if  it  is  out  c( 
friendship  you  write  so  seldom  to  me,  it  does  B»t 
answer  the  purpose.  Those  who  you  like  sbocld 
remember  you,  do  so  whenever  I  see  them.  I  be- 
lieve  they  do  it  upon  their  own  account,  for  I  knu^ 
few  people  who  are  solicitous  to  pleaae  or  fl&tter  ra^- 
The  duchess  sends  you  her  compliments,  and  %* 
would  many  more  if  they  knew  of  my  writing  w 
you. 

FROM  LORD  BOUNOBOKE  AND  MR,  POPS. 

March  29.  1731. 
I  HAVE  delayed  several  posts  answering  your  letifr 
of  January  last,  in  hopes  of  being  able  to  speak  ti> 
you  about  a  project  which  concerns  us  both,   but  a* 
the  most,  since  the  success  of  it  would  bring  us  xo- 
gether.     It  has  been  a  good  while  in  my  head  &sii 
at  my  heart ;  if  it  can  be  set  a-going  you  shall  heir 
of  it.     I  was  ill  in  the  beginning  of  the  winter  for 
near  a  week,  but  in  no  danger  either  from  the  nature 
of  my  distemper  or  from  the  attendance  of  thrti 
physicians.     Since  that  bilious  intermitting  fevei  1 
have  had,  as  I  had  before,  better  health  than  the  rt- 
gard  I  have  paid  to  health  deserves.     We  are  bet*! 
in  the  decline  of  life,  my  dear  dean,  and   have  b<^Q 
some  years  going  down  the  hill ;  let  us  make  t^^ 
passage  as  smooth  as  we  can.    Let  us  fence  a?ai!i«t 
physical  evil  by  care  and  the  use  of  those  meai^ 
which  experience  must  have  pointed  out  to  ns :  l-^ 
us  fence  against  moral  evil  by  philosophy.     I  rr. 
nounce  the  alternative  you  propose.     Bat  we  mar. 
nay  (if  we  will  follow  nature,  and  do  not  work  vp 
imagination  against  her  plainest  dictates),  vre  shall  nf 
course,  grow  every  year  more  indifferent  to  life,  and 
to  the  al^irs  and  interests  of  a  system  out  of  whkb 
we  are  soon  to  go.     This  is  much  better  than  sita- 
pidity.  The  decay  of  passion  strengthens  philocoph;, 
for  passion  may  decay  and   stupidity  not   succc-ri 
Passions  (says  Pope,  our  divine,  as  you  will  see  ov 
time  or  other)  are  the  gales  of  life ;  let  us  not  coo- 
plain  that  they  do  not  blow  a  storm.     What  hcrt 
does  age  do  us  in  subduing  what  we  toil  to  subd:" 
all  our  lives  t     It  is  now  six  in  the  morning ;  I  rrra, 
the  time  (and  am  glad  it  is  over)  when  about  thi« 
hour  I  used  to  be  going  to  bed,  surfeited  with  pW- 
sure  or  jaded  with  business;  my  head  often  fall  c4 
schemes,  and  my  heart  as  often  full  of  anxiety.     !«  r 
a  misfortune,  think  you,  that  I  rise  at  this  hour,  rr- 
freshed,  serene,  and  calml  that  the  past  and  eM^ 
the  present  affairs  of  life  stand  like  objects  at  a  cis- 
tance  from  me,  where  I  can  keep  off  the  din{:Teeafai<-( 
so  as  not  to  be  strongly  affected  by  thero,  and  froc 
whence  I  can  draw  the  others  nearer  to  met  Pa*»icTL» 
in  their  force  would  bring  all  these,  nay,  even  futun 
contingencies,  about  my  ears  at  once,   and  res*«n 
would  but  ill  defend  me  in  the  scuffle. 

I  leave  Pope  to  speak  for  himself,  but  I  must  icil 
you  how  much  my  wife  is  obliged  to  you.  She  mj* 
she  would  find  strength  enough  to  nurse  yon  if  jcc? 
were  here,  and  yet,  God  knows,  she  is  extrcoit  i,» 
weak ;  the  slow  fever  works  under  and  mines  thie 
constitution ;  we  keep  it  off  sometimes,  hut  «nll  :t 
returns  and  makes  new  breaches  before  nature  Cis 
repair  the  old  ones.  1  am  not  ashamed  to  sa;  to 
you  that  I  admire  her  more  every  hour  of  my  Ufr : 
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Death  is  not  to  her  the  king  of  ierron ;  the  beholds 
im  without  the  lent.  When  she  sutlers  much  she 
A  ithet  for  him  as  a  deliverer  from  psin ;  when  life 
i  tolerable  she  looks  on  him  with  dislike,  because  he 
i  to  aepsrate  her  from  those  friendn  to  whom  she  is 
nore  ittsched  than  to  life  itselt*  You  shali  not  stay 
W  wy  neat  as  long  as  you  haTe  for  this  letter; 
md  in  every  one  Pope  shall  write  something  much 
Miter  tlisn  the  scraps  of  old  philosophers,  which  were 
he  presents,  munuscuk,  that  stoical  fop  Seneca  used 

0  tend  in  every  epistle  to  his  friend  Lucilius. 

P.B.    BT  Ml.   POPK. 

tfv  lord  has  apoken  Justly  of  his  lady  ;  why  not  I 
•fray  mother  t  Yesterday  was  her  birthday,  now 
•nlering  on  the  ninety-first  year  of  her  age ;  her 
iiemor}'  much  diminished,  but  her  senses  very  little 
lurt,  her  sight  and  hearing  good  ;  she  sleeps  not  ill, 
'.m  moderately,  drinks  water,  says  her  prayers ;  and 
hii  b  all  she  does.  I  have  reason  to  thank  God 
or  eoutinuing  so  long  to  me  a  very  good  and  tender 
Mnmt,  and  for  allowing  me  to  exercise  for  some 
lears  those  cares  which  are  now  as  necessary  to  her 
14  hers  have  been  to  me.  An  object  of  this  sort 
l&tU  before  one*s  eyes  verj'  much  softens  the  mind, 
>ut  perhaps  may  hinder  it  from  the  willingness  of 
ontractiug  other  ties  of  the  like  domestic  nature 
rben  one  finds  how  painful  it  is  even  to  enjoy  the 
puder  pleasures.  1  nave  formerly  made  so  strong 
Sorts  to  get  and  to  deserve  a  friend;  perhaps  it 
lere  wiser  never  to  atteaipt  it,  but  live  extempore, 
nd  look  upon  the  world  only  as  a  place  to  pass 
hrough,  just  pay  your  hosts  their  due,  disperse  a 
ittle  charity,  and  hurry  on.  Yet  am  I  just  now 
rriting  (or  rather  planning)  a  book**  to  make  man- 
•ind  look  upon  this  life  with  comfort  and  pleasure, 
nd  put  morality  in  good  humour.  And  just  now 
M>  I  am  going  to  see  one  I  love  very  tenderly ;  and 
o-murrow  to  entertain  several  civil  people,  whom  if 
re  call  friends  it  is  by  the  courtesy  of  England.  Sic, 
icjuvat  ire  mb  umbratS  While  we  do  live  we  must 
ftake  the  best  of  life. 

"  Cantamtet  Ucct  oaqoe  (minus  via  Isdat)  eamat.**' 

*  the  shepherd  said  in  Virgil  when  the  road  was 
DDg  and  heavy.     I  am  yours. 

FROM  LORD  BOUNOBROKE  AND  MR.  POPE. 
Tou  may  assure  yourself  that  if  you  come  over  this 
pring  you  will  iind  me  not  only  got  back  into  the 
itbiti  of  study,  but  devoted  to  that  historical  task 
rhich  you  have  set  me  these  many  years.  I  am  in 
opes  of  some  materials  which  will  enable  me  to 
rork  in  the  whole  extent  of  the  plan  I  propose  to 
i^ywlf.  If  they  are  not  to  be  had  I  must  accommo- 
^te  my  plan  to  this  deficiency.  In  the  mean  time 
*ope  has  given  me  more  trouble  than  he  or  I 
bought  of;  and  you  will  be  surprised  to  find  that  I 
Ate  been  partly  drawn  by  him,  and  partly  by  my- 
^If*  to  write  a  pretty  large  volume  upon  a  very  grave 
nd  very  important  subject ;  that  I  have  ventured  to 

^  *  She  mu  nlfcc  to  mm^ym*  de  Maintcnon.  educated  al  St. 
')T,  and  W4S  a  woman  of  a  beautiful  ^*raon  and  ^'iry  agree- 
blr  manofn.  Her  letlrrt  were  wnttou  In  very  elegant 
'■'•ck.    8hfe  WKB  a  woswu  of  much  otMerration.    Miidame 

*  Maioleoon  meaUons  her  In  her  letters.  Dr.  Trapp  told  me 
^U  lord  IlolinxbralLe  boarting  one  day  of  hii  former  gallan- 
fif*,  she  aid  to  him,  nailing,  "  When  I  look  at  you  methinka 
•ee  die  niina  of  a  tee  old  Homaa  aqaeduct ;  but  the  water 
•AocMedtoflow." 

"  This  Enay  on  Man  i"  and  alludes  to  the  argumente  heuirt 

1  make  men  eatisfled  even  wUh  their  pretest  state,  without 
ookiuK  to  another.  Young  wrote  hia  *'  Night  Thought*"  in 
l>nn  oppneiiiuii  to  this  viow  of  humau  lifr,  but  whk:h,In  truth, 
iouTkg  ha»  painted  in  coloura  too  dark  and  uncumfoitable. 

'  "  Iliiu^  thu»  it  pleaitn  us  to  paw  through  life." 
*  "  L«t  ns  edil  go  siagmg  <m,  to  beguile  the  tedloumess  of 
^  wiy." 


pay  no  regard  whatever  to  any  authority  except  a 
sacred  authority,  and  that  I  have  ventured  to  start  a 
thought  which  must,  if  it  is  pushed  as  successfully 
as  I  think  it  is,  render  all  your  metaphysical  theology 
both  ridiculous  and  abominable.  There  is  an  ex- 
pression in  one  of  your  letters  to  me  which  makes 
me  believe  you  will  come  into  my  way  of  thinking 
on  this  subject ;  and  yet  I  am  persuaded  that  divines 
and  freethinkers  would  both  be  clamorous  against  it 
if  it  was  to  be  submitted  to  their  censure,  as  I  do 
not  intend  that  it  shall.  The  passage  I  mean  is 
that  where  you  say  you  told  Dr.  Delany  the  grand 
points  of  Christianity  ought  to  be  taken  as  infallibls 
revelation,  &c.* 

It  happened  that  while  I  was  writing  this  to  you 
the  doctor  came  to  make  me  a  visit  from  London* 
where  I  heard  he  was  arrived  some  time  ago ;  he 
was  in  haste  to  return,  and  is,  I  perceive,  in  great 
haste  to  print.  Ue  left  with  me  eight  Dissertations,^ 
a  small  part,  as  I  understand,  of  his  work,  and  de- 
sired me  to  peruse,  consider,  and  observe  upon  them 
against  Monday  next,  when  he  will  come  down 
again.  By  what  I  have  read  of  the  two  first  I  find 
myself  unable  to  serve  him.  The  principles  he  rea* 
sons  upon  are  begged  in  a  disputation  of  this  sort, 
and  the  manner  of  reasoning  is  by  no  means  close 
and  conclusife.  The  sole  advice  I  could  give  him 
in  conscience  would  be  that  which  he  would  take  ill 
and  not  follow.  I  will  get  rid  of  this  task  as  well 
as  1  can,  for  I  esteem  the  man,  and  should  be  sorry 
to  disoblige  him  where  I  caunot  serve  him. 

As  to  retirement  and  exercise,  your  notions  are 
true  :  the  first  should  not  be  indulged  so  much  as  to 
render  us  savage,  nor  the  last  neglected  so  as  to 
impair  health.  But  I  know  men  who,  for  fear  of 
being  savage,  live  with  all  who  live  with  them ;  and 
who,  to  preserve  their  health,  saunter  away  half  their 
time.     Adieu :  Pope  calls  for  the  paper. 

P.S.   BY  MB.    POFB. 

I  HOPE  what  goes  before  will  be  a  strong  motive  to 
your  coming.  God  knows  if  ever  I  shall  see  Ireland: 
I  shall  never  desire  it  if  you  can  be  got  hither,  or  keep 
here.  Yet  I  think  I  shall  be,  too  soon,  a  free  man 
[by  his  mother's  death].  Your  reeommendations  I 
constantly  give  to  those  you  mention ;  though  some 
of  them  I  see  but  seldom,  and  am  every  day  more 
retired.  I  am  less  fond  of  the  world,  and  less  curious 
about  it,  yet  no  way  out  of  humour,  disappointed,  or 
tuigry,  though  in  my  way  I  receive  as  many  injuries 
as  my  betters ;  but  I  do  not  feel  ibem,  therefore  i 
ought  not  to  vex  other  people,  nor  even  to  return 

■  In  thla  maxira  all  Irfgoted  dUines  and  freethiakini;  poH< 
ticians  agree :  the  one,  for  fear  of  diatiirbiag  the  enabilslied  n> 
li|pon;  the  other,  \m\  that  diiiturbance  ithoulU  prove  iiymious 
to  their  adminl»tration  uf  the  state.  And  w  oufd  they  he  coO' 
tent  lo  take  these  |iointtfbr  yranted  themteUes  withmit  injuring 
those  in  their  fortanrs  and  re|Nit«tions  wlio  are  f**f  iaqiiiriag 
into  and  settUug  them  on  their  ti^ht  gnmnds,  I  think  nobody 
¥rould  enry  IhcTr  i>iety  or  their  wisdom  ;  but  when  thev  Itegin 
to  persecute  thove  who  Tcnture  to  nsume  thi»  natiiml  liberty, 
then  they  unmask  their  hypiicrlsy  aud  Mavhiaveliam>m. 

b  The'  work  hers  alluded  to  was  the  Srst  volume  of  Dr. 
IVlany's  "  Revelation  Examined  with  Candour,"  pttblulied 
17S«;  a  work  written  in  a  florid  and  decluroatury  style,  and 
with  a  gmater  degive  of  Icamiof  at.d  ingenuity  than  of  sound 
TvtMM  anil  arxumeiit.  The  same  may  lie  snid  of  the  author's 
"  Lifs  of  Kinif  David."  WitneA  the  tlrst  diasi-rUtiou.  on  the 
forbidden  fruit:  the  Mcond.  concerning;  the  knowloljje  of  the 
brute  world  conveyed  to  Adam :  the  third,  of  the  knowledge 
of  marriage  given  to  Adam ;  the  sixth,  coocrmtng  the  difllenltiea 
and  tibjectiona  that  lie  against  the  Mosaic  account  of  the  faUi 
the  fifteenth,  on  some  dfJtcmUitt  reiattng  to  Amih't  erA  con* 
sldrrcd.  The  best  of  hi*  works  seems  to  bo  his  *'  Rellecllons 
on  IH>ly|Bmy.**  Dr.  Delany  was  an  amiable,  benevolpnt,  and 
virtuous  man;  a  ehararter  far  su|iorior  lu  that  of  the  atdojt 
oontrovorsial  writer  His  "  Defence  of  Hevelation"  is  of  a 
wry  diflr<*rfnt  oast  from  such  solid  and  masterly  works  as  the 
bishop  of  LlaudaflTs  "  Apology  fur  the  Bible,"  and  arelid«^acoo 
Palejrs  "  Evideooei  of  Chrirtisnity.'' 
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ii^urias.  I  pt»  alnoit  tU  my  time  at  Dawley  and 
At  home  ;  my  lord  (of  which  I  partly  take  the  merit 
to  myself)  is  at  much  estranged  from  poUtica  as  I 
am.  Let  philosophy  he  ever  so  yaiiii  it  is  less  vain 
now  than  politics,  and  not  quite  so  Tain  at  present 
as  divinity:  I  know  nothing  that  moves  strongly 
hut  satire,  and  those  who  are  ashamed  of  nothing 
else  are  so  of  being  ridiculous.  I  fancy,  if  we  three 
were  together  but  for  three  years,  some  good  might 
be  done  even  upon  this  age. 

I  know  you  will  desire  some  account  of  my  health : 
it  is  as  usual,  but  my  spirits  rather  worse.  I  write 
little  or  nothing.  You  know  I  never  had  either 
taste  or  talent  for  politicly  and  the  world  minds  no* 
thing  else.  I  have  personal  obligations  which  I 
will  ever  preserve  to  men  of  different  sides ;  and  I 
wish  nothing  so  much  as  public  quiet,  except  it  be 
my  own  quiet.  I  think  it  a  merit  if  1  can  take  off 
any  man  trom  grating  or  satirical  subjects  merely  on 
the  score  of  party ;  and  it  is  the  greatest  vanity  of 
my  life  that  I  have  contributed  to  turn  my  lord 
Bolingbroke  to  subjects  moral,  useful,  and  more 
worthy  his  pen.  Dr.  Delanv's  book  is  what  I  can- 
not  commend  so  much  as  dean  Berkeley's,  though 
it  has  manv  things  ingenious  in  it,  and  is  not  de- 
ficient in  the  writing  part ;  but  the  whole  book, 
though  he  meant  it  idpopuhan^  is,  I  think,  purely 
ad  clerum.    Adieu. 


TO  HE.  OAT. 

DuUin.  April  13.  1731. 
Youn  situation  is  an  odd  one  ;  the  duchess  is  your 
treasurer,  and  Mr.  Pope  tells  me  you  are  the  duke's. 
And  I  had  gone  a  good  way  in  some  verses  on  that 
occssion,  prescribing  lessons  to  direct  your  conduct 
in  a  negative  way,  not  to  do  so  and  so,  &c.,  like 
other  treasurers ;  how  to  deal  with  servants,  tenants, 
or  neighbouring  squires,  which  I  take  to  be  courtiers, 
parliaments,  and  princes  in  alliance,  and  so  the 
parallel  goes  on,  but  grovra  too  long  to  please  me : 
I  prove  that  poets  are  the  fittest  persons  to  be  trea- 
surera  and  managers  to  great  penona,  from  their 
virtue  and  contempt  of  money,  &c.  Pray  why  did 
you  not  get  a  new  heel  to  your  shoe,  unless  you 
would  make  your  court  at  St.  James's  by  affecting 
to  imitate  the  prince  of  Lilliputt  But  the  rest  of 
your  letter  being  wholly  taken  up  in  a  very  bad  cha- 
racter of  the  duchess,  I  shall  say  no  more  to  you, 
but  npply  myself  to  her  grace. 

Madam, — Since  Mr.  Gay  affirms  that  you  love  to 
have  your  own  way,  and  since  I  have  the  same  per- 
fection, I  will  settle  that  matter  immediately,  to 
prevent  those  ill  consequences  he  apprehends.  Your 
grace  shall  have  your  own  way  in  all  places  except 
your  own  house  and  the  domains  about  it.  There, 
and  there  only,  I  expect  to  have  mine,  so  that  you 
have  all  the  world  to  reign  in,  bating  only  two  or 
three  himdred  acres  and  two  or  three  houses  in 
town  or  country.  I  will  likewise,  out  of  my  special 
grace,  certain  knowledge,  and  mere  motion,  allow 
you  to  be  in  the  right  against  all  humankind  except 
myself,  and  to  be  never  in  the  wrong  but  when  you 
differ  from  me.  You  shall  have  a  greater  privilege 
in  the  third  article  of  speaking  your  mind,  which  I 
shall  graciously  allow  you  now  and  then  to  do  even 
to  myself,  and  only  rebuke  you  when  it  does  not 
please  me. 

Madam,  I  am  now  got  as  far  as  your  grace's  letter, 
which  having  not  read  this  fortnight  (having  been 
out  of  town,  and  not  daring  to  trust  myself  with  the 
carriage  of  it),  the  presumptuous  manner  in  which 
you  begin  had  slipped  out  of  my  memory.  But  I 
forgive  you  to  the  seventeenth  line,  where  you  begin 


to  banish  me  for  ever  by  demanding  ne  to  tnsvpT 
all  the  good  character  some  partial  friends  haw  pit^ 
me.  Madam,  I  bnve  lived  sixteen  yssn  in  Iiclini'i 
with  only  an  intermiarioa  of  two  snmnieis  in  Eiif< 
land,  and  consequently  am  fifty  yean  older  thtn  I 
waa  at  the  queen's  death,  and  fifty  thoosssd  tiao 
duller,  and  fifty  millions  timet  more  peeviih,  ^' 
verse,  and  morose ;  so  that  onder  these  dimdvaatiin 
I  can  only  pretend  to  excel  all  your  other  sequaiii- 
ance  about  some  twenty  bars'  length.  Pray,  midaa. 
have  you  a  clear  voice  t  and  iriU  yon  let  oie  lit  it 
your  left  hand  at  least  within  three  of  yoo,  for  fi 
two  bad  ears  my  right  it  the  beati  My  groom  teTn 
me  that  he  likes  your  park,  but  yonr  house  i«  (>» 
little.  Can  the  parson  of  the  parish  plsj  at  hvi- 
gammon  and  hold  his  tongue  1  is  anyoneof  j:r 
women  a  good  nurse  if  I  should  fancy  myself  wl 
for  four-and-twenty  hourat  how  many  days  wtU  \v» 
maintain  me  and  my  equipage  t  "When  th«v  |^ 
liminariee  are  settled,  I  must  be  very  poor,  t«n 
sick,  or  dead,  or  to  the  last  degree  onfoTtuasfe.  if ! 
do  not  attend  you  at  Ameabury.  For  I  proff«  m 
are  the  first  lady  that  ever  I  desired  to  see  since  *^ 
first  of  August,  1714,»  and  I  have  forgot  the  (hi* 
when  that  desire  grew  strong  upon  me,  but  I  ko^ 
I  was  not  then  in  England,  else  I  would  ba^  f^ 
on  foot  for  that  happiness  as  for  as  to  your  houM  » 
Scotland.  But  I  can  aoon  recollect  the  tine  ^ 
asking  some  ladies  here  the  month,  the  day,  vd^  th« 
hour,  when  I  began  to  endure  their  company,  vfairt. 
however,  I  think  was  a  sign  of  my  ill  judgm«&t,  fer 
I  do  not  perceive  they  mend  in  anything  bnt  enniv 
or  admiring  your  grace.  I  dislike  nothing  io  vi' 
letter  but  an  affected  apology  for  bad  writing.  ^* 
spelling,  and  a  bad  pen,  which  you  pretend  Mr. 
(jay  found  fault  with,  wherein  you  affront  Mr.  Cfti. 
you  affront  me,  and  you  affront  yourself.  Ft> 
spelling  is  only  excusable  in  a  chambermaid,  for  \ 
would  not  pardon  it  in  any  of  your  waiting-wotsfi 
Fray  God  preserve  your  grace  and  fomily,  tnd  c^' 
me  leave  to  expect  that  you  will  be  sojwttcrf- 
member  me  among  those  who  have  the  gmte< 
regard  for  virtue,  goodness,  prudence,  toun^,  vii 
generosity ;  after  which  you  roust  condode  thit  I 
am,  with  the  greatest  respect  and  gratitude,  madic, 
your  grace's  most  obedient  and  moat  humble  K^ 
vant,  &c, 

TO  MK.   OAT. 

I  HAVE  just  got  yours  of  February  24,  with  a  ]*'<- 
script  by  Mr.  Pope.  I  am  in  great  concern  ftwLin.; 
I  find  Mr.  Pope  dictated  to  you  the  fin»t  part,  i^J 
with  great  difficulty  some  days  after  added  tbr  rr-*. 
I  see  his  weakness  by  his  hand- writing.  H."^ 
much  does  his  philosophy  exceed  mine  !  I  cou!<i  i^  t 
bear  to  see  him  :  I  will  write  to  him  soon. 


FBOM  LORD  BATIIUBST. 

April  IS.  i;r. 
I  NEVER  designed  to  have  written  to  you  soy  man* 
because  you  bantered  and  abused  me  so  gvw}  '•> 
your  last.  To  flatter  a  man  from  whom  you  cir.  t^ 
nothing,  nor  expect  anything,  is  doing  mischkf  ^"^ 
mischief  sake,  and  consequently  hi^Iy  tmmo^ 
However,  I  will  not  carry  my  resentmenti  m  ftf  » 
to  stand  by  and  see  you  undone  without  giriw  .^'^ 
both  notice  and  advice.  Could  any  msn  but  }** 
think  of  trusting  John  Gay  with  his  money  f  ^^^ 
of  his  friends  would  ever  trust  him  with  bi*  »•«■ 
whenever  they  could  avoid  it.  He  has  called  it  ^* 
200/.  I  had  of  yours :  I  paid  him  both  prioap 
and  interest.     I  suppose  by  this  time  he  fa»  ^^ 

■  The  dny  on  which queiii  Anas d&ed,  whaa •UkBk'P' ^ 
mora  piefermcntwere  loat 
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u    I  give  you  notiee  you  nuit  look  upon  ft  m 
onihiUted. 

>'oWi  as  i  hwMe  couaidered  your  deanery  bring* 
ou  in  Uttle  or  nothing,  and  that  yon  keep  tenrants 
D(l  bonea,  and  frequently  give  little  neat  dinnen, 
rkich  are  niore  expenaive  than  a  few  aplendid  en* 
prtainmenta ;  beside*  which  you  may  be  said  to 
nler  your  flock  with  French  wine,  which  altogether 
ittft  coniume  your  anbstanoe  in  a  little  while  ;  I 
ATe  thought  of  putting  you  in  a  method  that  yon 
layretriefe  your  aflkira.  In  the  first  place,  you 
lust  turn  off  all  your  aerrants  and  aell  your  horaes ; 
will  find  ezerciae  for  you.  Your  whole  family 
ikust  coDsiit  of  only  one  aonnd  wholeaome  wench. 
the  iriU  make  your  bed  and  warm  it,  beaidea  waah- 
hg  yoar  linen  and  mending  it,  darning  your  stock- 
Qgs,  &e.  But  to  save  all  expense  in  housekeeping 
'Ott  must  contrive  some  way  or  other  that  ahe 
ihould  have  milk ;  and  I  can  assure  you  it  is  the 
>{>iaion  of  some  of  the  best  phpiclana  that  women*a 
Silk  is  the  wholesomest  food  in  the  world. 

Betides,  this  regimen,  take  it  altogether,  will  cer- 
aialy  temper  and  cool  your  blood.    You  will  not 
)e  such  a  botO^im  as  you  hmre  been,  and  be  ready, 
ipon  every  trifling  occaaion,  to  set  a  whole  kingdom 
a  a  flame.    Had  the  drapier  been  a  milksop,  poor 
^'ood  had  not  suffered  so  much  in  his  reputation 
od  fortune.    It  will  allay  that  fenrour  of  blood,  and 
(oirt  that  hurry  of  apirits,  which  breaks  out  erery 
iuwand  then  into  poetry,  and  seems  to  commu- 
ucaii^  itself  to  others  of  the  chapter.    You  would 
u>t  thfrn  encourage  Delany  and  Stopford  in  their 
4if  ness,  but  let  them  be  as  grave  as  most  of  their 
»der  are  with  us.     I  am  convinced  they  will  sooner 
r^t  preferment  then  than  in  the  way  they  now  are. 
^ui  I  shall  not  be  out  of  hopes  of  seeing  you  a 
>uhop  in  time,  when  you  live  in  that  regular  way 
vtiich  I  shall  propose.     In  short,  in  a  few  years  you 
J^y  lay  up  money  enough  to  buy  even  the  bishopric 
>f  Durham.    For  if  yoa  keep  cows  instead  of  horses 
B  that  high-wnlled  orchard,  and  cultivate  by  your 
>vn  industry  n  few  potatoes  in  your  garden,  the 
said  will  live  well,  and  be  able  to  sell  more  butter 
u^d  cheese  than  will  answer  her  wages.    You  may 
preach  then  upon  temperance  with  a  better  grace 
iun  now  that  you  are  known  to  consume  seven  or 
fjirht  hogaheads  of  wine  every  year  of  your  life. 
I'ou  will  be  mild  and  meek  in  your  conversation, 
u)d  not  frighten  parliament*  men^  and  keep  even 
ord-Ueutenants  in  awe.     You  will  then  be  qualified 
'Or  that  slavery  which  the  country  you  live  in  and 
he  order  you  profess  seem  to  be  designed  for.     It 
ivili  take  off  that  giddiness  in  your  head  which  has 
iuturbed  yourself  and  others.      The  disputes  be- 
ween  sir  Arthur"  and  my  lady  will  for  the  future  be 
:oDfined  to  prose;    and  an  old  thorn  may  be  cut 
iown  in  peace  and  warm  the  parlour  chimney  with- 
mt  heating  the  heada  of  poor  innocent  people  and 
aming  their  brains. 

You  ought  to  remember  what  St.  Austin  says, 
Poetit  ttt  vinum  dtemonuvu  Consider  the  life  you 
)ow  lead  :  you  warm  all  that  come  near  you  with 
tour  wine  and  conversation ;  and  the  rest  of  the 
voHd  with  your  pen  dipped  deep  in  St.  Austin's 
rwum  damonum. 

Ko  far  for  your  souVs  health.  Now,  as  to  the 
i^Uh  of  your  body :  I  must  inform  you  that  part 
:>r  what  I  prescribe  to  you  is  the  same  which  our 
freat  friar  Bacon  prescribed  to  the  pope  who  lived 
in  hi«dft)H.  Read  his  «•  Cure  of  Old  Age  and  Pre- 
^rration  of  Youth,*'  chapter  the  12th.  You  used 
0  lay  that  you  found  benefit  from  riding.     The 

*  Hir  Arthur  Aehsson,  nl  whntv  Hrat.  in  avfllagi*  callwl  Mar- 
^K  hill«  in  livUnd.  Dm  dean  aonMyliniM  made  a  loog  vitlt. 


French,  an  ingenions  people,  used  the  word  ehevau- 
eher  instead  of  monter  ^  ehetal,  and  they  look  upon 
it  as  the  same  thing  in  effect. 

Now  if  you  vrill  go  on  after  this  in  your  old  ways, 
and  ruin  your  health,  your  fortune,  and  your  repu- 
tation, it  is  no  fault  of  mine.  I  have  pointed  out 
the  road  which  will  lead  you  to  riches  and  prefer* 
ment ;  and  that  you  may  have  no  excuse  from  en- 
tering into  this  new  course  of  life,  upon  pretence  of 
doubting  whether  you  can  get  a  person  properly 
qualified  to  feed  >ou  and  compose  your  new  liamily, 
I  will  recommend  you  to  John  Oay,  who  is  much 
better  qualified  to  bring  Increase  from  a  woman  than 
from  a  sum  of  money.  But  if  he  should  be  lasy 
(and  he  is  so  fat  that  there  is  some  reason  to  doubt 
him)  I  will,  without  fall,  supply  you  myself,  that 
you  may  be  under  no  disappointments.  Bracton 
says,  Cot^pmetio  maru  et  fesmmm  e$t  Jure  naiurw. 
Vide  Coke  upon  Littleton.  Calvin's  case,  let  vol. 
Reports. 

This  I  send  you  firom  my  closet  at  Richkings,* 
where  I  am  at  leisure  to  attend  serious  aflkirs ;  but 
when  one  is  in  town  there  are  so  many  things  to 
laugh  at  that  it  is  very  diflScult  to  compose  one's 
thoughts  even  long  enough  to  write  a  letter  of  ad- 
vice to  a  friend.  If  I  see  any  man  serious  in  that 
crowd  I  look  upon  hhn  for  a  very  dull  or  designing 
fellow.  By  the  bye,  I  am  of  opinion  tiiat  foUy  and 
cunning  are  nearer  alUed  than  people  are  aware  of. 
If  a  fool  runs  out  his  fortune  and  is  undone  we  say 
the  poor  man  has  been  outwitted.  Is  it  not  as  rea- 
sonsble  to  say  of  a  cunning  rascal  who  has  lived 
miserably  and  died  hated  and  despbed  to  leave  ft 
great  fortune  behind  him,  that  he  has  outwitted  him- 
self 1  In  short,  to  be  serious  about  those  trifies 
which  the  majority  of  mankind  think  of  conse- 
quence seems  to  me  to  denote  folly,  and  to  trifle 
with  those  things  which  they  generally  treat  ludi- 
crously may  denote  knavery.  I  have  observed  that 
in  comedy  the  best  actor  plays  the  part  of  the  droll, 
while  some  scrub  rogue  is  made  the  hero  or  fine 
gentleman.  So  in  this  iarce  of  life,  wise  men  pass 
their  time  in  mirth,  while  fools  only  are  serious. 
Adieu.  Continue  to  be  merry  and  wise ;  but  never 
turn  serious  or  cunning. 

FROM  MR.  OAY. 

April  ti.nsi. 
Dear  Sir,— The  fortune  of  the  person  you  interest 
yourself  in  amounts  to  at  present  (all  debts  paid) 
about  3400/. ;  so  that,  whatever  other  people  thinks 
I  look  upon  him,  as  to  fortune,  to  be  happy ;  that  ia 
to  say,  an  independent  creature.  I  have  been  in 
expectation,  post  after  post,  to  have  received  your 
directions  about  the  disposal  of  your  money,  which 
lord  Bathurst  paid  into  my  hands  some  time  sgo.  I 
left  that  sum,  with  200/.  of  my  own,  in  Mr.  ifoare's 
hands  at  my  coming  out  of  town.  If  I  hear  nothing 
from  you  I  shall  do  with  it  as  I  do  with  my  own.  I 
made  you  a  proposal  about  purchasing  lottery-tickets 
in  partnership  with  myself;  that  is  to  say,  four 
tickets  between  us.  This  can  be  done  with  the 
overplus,  with  the  interest-money  I  have  received ; 
but  in  this  I  will  do  nothing  till  I  hear  from  you. 

I  am  now  got  to  my  residence  at  Amesbury ;  get- 
ting health  and  saving  money.  Since  I  have  got 
over  the  impediment  to  a  writer,  of  water- drinking, 
if  I  can  persuade  myself  that  I  have  any  wit,  and 
find  I  have  inclination,  I  intend  to  write,  though, 
as  yet,  I  have  another  impediment,  for  I  have  not 
provided  myself  with  a  scheme.  Ten  to  one  but  I 
shall  have  a  propensity  to  write  against  vice,  and 
who  can  tell   how  far  that  may  offend  t     But  an 

•  A  wal  of  hia  lordahip'*  in  Bockiaghaoislura. 
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injuries.  I  pt»  almost  tU  iny  time  at  Dawley  and 
at  borne  ;  my  lord  (of  which  t  partly  take  the  merit 
to  myself)  is  as  much  estranged  from  poUtios  as  I 
am.  Let  philosophy  he  eTer  so  Tain*  it  is  less  vain 
now  than  politics,  and  not  quite  so  Tain  at  present 
as  divinity:  I  know  nothing  that  moves  strongly 
but  satire,  and  those  who  are  ashamed  of  nothing 
else  are  so  of  being  ridiculous.  I  fancy,  if  we  three 
were  together  but  for  three  years*  some  good  might 
be  done  even  upon  this  age. 

I  know  you  wUl  desire  some  account  of  my  health : 
it  is  as  usual,  but  my  spirits  rather  worse.  I  write 
little  or  nothing.  You  know  I  never  had  either 
taste  or  talent  for  politic^,  and  the  world  minds  no- 
thing else.  I  have  personal  obligations  which  I 
will  ever  preserve  to  men  of  different  sides ;  and  I 
wish  nothing  so  much  as  public  quiet,  except  it  be 
my  own  quiet.  I  think  it  a  merit  if  1  can  take  off 
any  man  nrom  grating  or  satirical  subjects  merely  on 
the  score  of  party ;  and  it  is  the  greatest  vanity  of 
my  life  that  I  have  contributed  to  turn  my  lord 
Bolingbroke  to  subjects  moral,  useful,  and  more 
worthy  his  pen.  Dr.  Delany's  book  is  what  1  can- 
not commend  so  much  as  dean  Berkeley's,  though 
it  has  many  things  ingenious  in  it,  and  is  not  de* 
ficient  in  the  writing  part;  but  the  whole  book, 
though  he  meant  it  idpopuhan^  is,  I  think,  purely 
ad  cUnun*    Adieu. 


TO  HE.  OAT. 

DaUin.AprillS.  1731. 
Your  situation  is  an  odd  one ;  the  duchess  is  your 
treasurer,  and  Mr.  Pope  tells  me  you  are  the  duke's. 
And  I  had  gone  a  good  way  in  some  verses  on  that 
occasion,  prescribing  lessons  to  direct  your  conduct 
in  a  negative  way,  not  to  do  lo  and  bo,  &c.,  like 
other  treasurers ;  how  to  deal  vdth  servants,  tenants, 
or  neighbouring  squires,  which  I  take  to  be  courtiers, 
parliaments,  and  princes  in  alliance,  and  so  the 
parallel  goes  on,  but  grows  too  long  to  please  me : 
I  prove  that  poets  are  the  fittest  persons  to  be  trea- 
surers and  managers  to  great  persona,  from  their 
virtue  and  contempt  of  money,  ftc.  Pray  why  did 
you  not  get  a  new  heel  to  your  shoe,  unless  you 
would  make  your  court  at  St.  James's  by  affecting 
to  imitate  the  prince  of  Lilliputt  But  the  rest  of 
your  letter  being  wholly  taken  up  in  a  very  bad  cha- 
racter of  the  duchess,  I  shall  say  no  more  to  you, 
but  apply  myself  to  her  gnce. 

Madam, — Since  Mr.  Gay  affirms  that  you  love  to 
have  your  own  way,  and  since  I  have  the  same  per- 
fection, I  will  settle  that  matter  immediately,  to 
prevent  those  ill  consequences  he  apprehends.  Your 
grace  shall  have  your  own  way  in  all  places  except 
your  ovm  house  and  the  domains  about  it.  There, 
and  there  only,  I  expect  to  have  mine,  so  that  you 
have  all  the  world  to  reign  in,  bating  only  two  or 
three  hundred  acres  and  two  or  three  houses  in 
town  or  country.  I  will  likewise,  out  of  my  special 
grace,  certain  knowledge,  and  mere  motion,  allow 
you  to  be  in  the  right  against  all  humankind  except 
myself,  and  to  be  never  in  the  wrong  but  when  you 
differ  from  me.  You  shall  have  a  greater  privilege 
in  the  third  article  of  speaking  your  mind,  which  I 
shall  graciously  allow  you  now  and  then  to  do  even 
to  myself,  and  only  rebuke  you  when  it  does  not 
please  me. 

Madam,  I  am  now  got  as  far  as  your  grace's  letter, 
which  having  not  read  this  fortnight  (having  been 
out  of  town,  and  not  daring  to  trust  myself  with  the 
carriage  of  it),  the  presumptuous  manner  in  which 
you  begin  had  slipped  out  of  my  memory.  But  I 
forgive  you  to  the  seventeenth  line,  where  you  begin 


to  baniab  me  for  ever  by  denMnding  ne  to 
all  the  good  character  some  partial  friends  hscw  i^vcii 
me.  Madam,  I  have  lived  sisleen  years  in  Ireland. 
with  only  an  intermiaaiMi  of  two  anminere  in  Enfr- 
land,  and  consequently  am  fifty  yean  older  than  I 
waa  at  the  queen's  death,  and  fifty  tkoosuid  limm 
duller,  and  fif^  millions  timea  more  peeTiah,  per- 
verse, and  morose ;  so  that  under  these  diaadTantagn 
I  can  only  pretend  to  excel  all  your  other  nequaist- 
anoe  about  some  twenty  bars'  lei^jth.  Prmy«  niadaia« 
have  you  a  dear  voice  t  and  irill  yon  let  me  tit  it 
your  left  hand  at  least  within  tliree  of  yon,  for  *i 
two  bad  ears  my  right  is  the  beati  My  groom  iHb 
me  that  he  likes  your  park,  but  your  house  is  t^o 
little.  Can  the  parson  of  the  parish  pley  at  back- 
gammon and  hold  his  tongue  1  is  *ny  one  of  yov 
women  a  good  nurse  if  I  should  fimcy  myself  fi^ 
for  four-and-twenty  hoursl  how  many  days  will  j^ 
maintain  me  and  my  equipage  1  When  these  pre- 
liminaries are  settled,  I  must  be  Tery  poor,  ve^ 
sick,  or  dead,  or  to  the  last  degree  unfortmMte,  if  I 
do  not  attend  you  at  Ameabury.  For  I  profe«s  Tca 
are  the  first  lady  that  ever  I  desired  to  see  since'tbe 
first  of  August,  1714,*  and  I  have  for^got  the  date 
when  that  desire  grew  strong  upon  me,  but  I  knev 
I  was  not  then  in  England,  else  I  would  have  fTm« 
on  foot  for  that  happiness  as  for  as  to  your  house  in 
Scotland.  But  I  can  soon  recollect  the  time  Vr 
asking  some  ladies  here  the  month,  the  day,  and  tbe 
hour,  when  I  began  to  endure  their  compeny,  whirfc. 
however,  I  think  was  a  sign  of  my  ill  judgment,  hf 
I  do  not  perceive  they  mend  in  anjrthing  hut  envrtrif 
or  admiring  your  grace.  I  dislike  nothing  in  v^iir 
letter  but  an  affected  apology  for  bad  vrriting/ba4 
spelling,  and  a  bad  pen,  which  you  pretend  Mr. 
(>ay  found  fault  with,  wherein  you  affinont  Mr.  G%}. 
you  affront  me,  and  you  affront  yourself.  Fa]«^ 
spelling  is  only  excusable  in  a  chambermeid,  for  T 
would  not  pardon  it  in  any  of  your  wraiting-womer.. 
Pray  God  preserve  your  grace  and  family,  and  p^t 
me  leave  to  expect  that  you  will  be  so  junt  to  rp- 
member  me  among  those  who  hsTe  the  greatest 
regard  for  virtue,  goodness,  prudence,  courage,  asd 
generosity ;  after  whieh  you  mutt  conclude  that  I 
am,  with  the  greatest  respect  and  gratitude,  maduE, 
your  grace's  most  obedient  and  moat  humble  ser- 
vant, &c. 

TO  MK.   GAT. 

I  HAVE  just  got  yours  of  February  24,  with  a  po*:- 
script  by  Mr.  Pope.  I  am  in  great  concern  for  bins ; 
I  find  Mr.  Pope  dictated  to  you  the  first  part,  aial 
with  great  difficulty  some  days  after  added  the  x^^l 
I  see  his  weakness  by  his  hand- writing.  He* 
much  does  his  philosophy  exceed  mine  !  I  could  nM 
bear  to  see  him  :   I  will  write  to  him  aoon. 


FROM  LORD  BATHURST. 

,  ,  -  Apta  1ft.  ITU. 

I  NEVER  designed  to  have  written  to  you  any  moff, 
because  you  baulered  and  abused  me  so  groMly  in 
your  last.  To  flatter  a  man  from  whom  you  can  ^ 
nothing,  nor  expect  anything,  is  doing  misrhi«f  Sor 
mischief  sake,  and  consequently  highly  imuKKn^ 
However,  I  will  not  carry  my  resentments  so  far  is 
to  stand  by  and  see  you  undone  without  giviuf;  yxno. 
both  notice  and  advice.  Could  any  man  but  u« 
think  of  trusting  John  Gay  with  his  money  f  >'<>at 
of  his  friends  would  ever  trust  him  with  bis  otm 
whenever  they  could  avoid  it.  He  haa  calUd  in  d»« 
200/,  I  had  of  yours ;  I  paid  him  both  juincipAJ 
and  interest.     I  suppose  by  this  time  he  has  k«x 

«  Tbe  dfty  on  which  quot'o  Aaas  died,  vlun  aU  U 
mora  prefermmt  were  loat 
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it    1  gite  you  notiee  you  niut  look  opon  It  u 
wuuhilated. 

Howt  as  J  have  eonsldered  your  demery  bring* 
jou  in  liule  or  nothiiig,  and  that  yon  keep  terrants 
uid  bonet,  and  frequently  give  little  neat  dinner*, 
vhkh  are  more  expensive  than  a  few  splendid  en- 
bfruinmenu ;  betides  which  yon  may  be  said  to 
«»ier  your  flock  with  French  wine,  which  altogether 
murt  consume  vour  substance  in  a  little  while ;'  I 
b4>e  thought  of  putting  you  in  a  method  that  you 
aaj  retrieve  your  aliaira.  In  the  first  place,  you 
muit  turn  off  ail  your  servants  and  sell  your  horses ; 
I  will  find  exercise  for  you.  Tour  whole  family 
must  consist  of  only  one  sound  wholesome  wench. 
She  will  make  your  bed  and  warm  it,  besides  wash- 
ing yoor  linen  and  mending  it,  darning  your  stock- 
iogii  &c.  But  to  save  all  expense  in  housekeeping 
)ou  must  contrive  some  way  or  other  that  she 
•hould  have  milk ;  and  I  can  assure  you  it  is  the 
opioion  of  some  of  the  best  physicians  that  women's 
railk  is  the  wholesomest  food  in  the  world. 

Besides,  this  regimen,  take  it  altogether,  will  cer- 
uinly  temper  and  cool  your  blood.    You  will  not 
be  such  a  bovM^mt  as  you  have  been,  and  be  ready, 
upon  every  trifling  occasion,  to  set  a  whole  kingdom 
ins  flame.     Had  the  drapier  been  a  milksop,  poor 
Wood  had  not  suffered  so  much  in  his  reputation 
and  fortune.    It  will  allay  that  fervour  of  blood,  and 
quiet  that  hurry  of  spirits,  which  breaks  out  every 
iiuwand  then  into  poetry,  and  seems  to  commu- 
mcate  itself  to  others  of  tiie  t-hapter.     Tou  would 
not  then  encourage  Delany  and  Stopford  in  their 
idleness,  but  let  them  be  as  grave  as  most  of  their 
<«der  are  with  ua.     I  am  convinced  they  will  sooner 
ret  preferment  then  than  in  the  way  they  now  are. 
And  I  shall  not  be  out  of  hopes  of  seeing  you  a 
bi»hop  in  time,  when  you  live  in  that  regular  way 
vtiich  I  shall  propose.     In  short,  in  a  few  years  you 
n»s}  lay  up  money  enough  to  buy  even  the  bishopric 
of  Durham.     For  if  you  keep  cows  instead  of  horses 
m  that  htgh-walled  orchard,  and  cultivate  by  your 
own  industry  a  few  potatoes  in  your  garden,  the 
maid  will  live  well,  and  be  able  to  sell  more  butter 
u)d  cheese  than  will  answer  her  wages.    You  may 
preach  then  upon  temperance  with  a  better  grace 
^n  now  that  you  are  known  to  consume  seven  or 
cu(ht  hogaheads  of  wine  every  year  of  your  life. 
)ou  frill  be  mild  and  meek  in  yoor  conversation, 
uid  not  frighten  parliament*  men.  and  keep  even 
lord  .lieutenants  in  awe.     You  will  then  be  qualified 
for  that  slavery  which  the  country  you  live  in  and 
he  order  you  profess  seem  to  be  designed  for.     It 
<nll  take  off  that  giddiness  in  your  head  which  has 
disturbed  yourself  and  others.      The  disputes  be- 
ween  sir  Arthur  •  and  my  lady  >vill  for  the  future  be 
ronfined  to  prose;   and  an  old  thorn  may  be  cut 
lowQ  in  peace  and  warm  the  parlour  chimney  with- 
>ut  beating  the  heads  of  poor  innocent  people  and 
uming  their  brains. 

You  ought  to  remember  what  St.  Austin  says, 
Por$i§  eti  vinum  dtemonum.  Consider  the  life  you 
i<>w  lead  :  you  warm  all  that  come  near  you  with 
four  wine  and  conversation ;  and  the  rest  of  the 
vorld  vith  your  pen  dipped  deep  in  St.  Austin's 

So  fer  for  your  souVs  health.  Now,  as  to  the 
M^lth  of  your  body :  I  must  inform  you  that  part 
>(  what  1  prescribe  to  you  is  the  same  which  our 
rreat  friar  Baron  prescribed  to  the  pope  who  lived 
n  hi«  dft)s.  Read  his  **  Cure  of  Old  Age  and  Prc- 
^rration  of  Youth,"  chapter  the  12th.  You  used 
0  tay  that   you  found  benefit  from  riding.     The 

■  Sir  Arthor  Acheaoo,  lU  mhme  unit*  in  a  villagi*  oiIImI  M«r- 
rt  hill,  in  IrrUnd,  the  dean  •ofii«Um«*t  made  a  long  visit 


French,  an  ingenious  people,  used  the  word  cAerasr- 
cher  instead  of  numter  A  cheval,  and  they  look  upon 
it  as  the  same  thing  in  effect. 

Now  if  you  will  go  on  after  this  in  your  old  ways, 
and  ruin  your  health,  your  fortune,  and  your  repu- 
tation, it  is  no  fault  of  mine.  I  have  pointed  out 
the  road  which  will  lead  you  to  riches  and  prefer- 
ment ;  and  that  you  may  have  no  excuse  from  en- 
tering into  this  new  course  of  life,  upon  pretence  of 
doubting  whether  you  can  get  a  person  properly 
qualified  to  feed  you  and  compose  your  new  family, 
I  will  recommend  you  to  John  Gay,  who  is  much 
better  qualified  to  bring  Increase  from  a  woman  than 
from  a  sum  of  money.  But  if  he  should  be  lasy 
(and  he  is  so  fat  that  there  is  some  reason  to  doubt 
him)  I  will,  without  fail,  supply  you  myself,  that 
you  may  be  under  no  disappointments.  Bracton 
says,  Coi^funetio  maru  et  faminm  ut  jure  naiurw. 
Vide  Coke  upon  Littleton.  Calvin's  case,  let  vol. 
Reports. 

This  I  send  you  from  my  closet  at  Richkings,* 
where  I  am  at  leisure  to  attend  serious  affairs ;  but 
when  one  is  in  town  there  are  so  many  things  to 
laugh  at  that  it  is  very  dlflScult  to  compose  one's 
thoughts  even  long  enough  to  write  a  letter  of  ad- 
vice to  a  friend.  If  I  see  any  man  serious  in  that 
crowd  I  look  upon  him  for  a  very  dull  or  designing 
fellow.  By  the  bye,  I  am  of  opinion  that  folly  and 
cunning  are  nearer  alUed  than  people  are  aware  of. 
If  a  fool  runs  out  his  fortune  and  is  undone  we  say 
the  poor  man  has  been  outwitted.  Is  it  not  ss  rea- 
sonable to  say  of  a  cunning  rascal  who  has  lived 
miserably  and  died  hated  and  despised  to  leave  a 
great  fortune  behind  him,  that  he  has  outwitted  him- 
self 1  In  ^ort,  to  be  serious  about  those  trifies 
which  the  majority  of  mankind  think  of  conse- 
quence seems  to  me  to  denote  folly,  and  to  trifle 
with  those  things  which  they  generally  treat  ludi- 
crously rosy  denote  knavery.  I  have  observed  that 
in  comedy  the  best  actor  plays  the  part  of  the  droll, 
while  some  scrub  rogue  is  made  the  hero  or  fine 
gentleman.  So  in  this  iarce  of  life,  wise  men  pass 
their  time  in  mirth,  while  fools  only  are  serious. 
Adieu.  Continue  to  be  merry  and  wise ;  but  never 
turn  serious  or  cunning. 

FROM  MR.  GAY. 

ApiU  f  1,  1731. 

Deab  Six, — The  fortune  of  the  person  you  interest 
yourself  in  amounts  to  at  present  (all  debts  paid) 
about  3400^  ;  so  that,  whatever  other  people  think, 
I  look  upon  him,  as  to  fortune,  to  be  happy ;  that  is 
to  say,  an  independent  creature.  I  have  been  in 
expectation,  post  after  post,  to  have  received  your 
directions  about  the  disposal  of  your  money,  which 
lord  Bathurst  paid  into  my  hands  some  time  ago.  I 
left  that  sura,  with  200/.  of  my  own,  in  Mr.  ifoare's 
hands  at  my  coming  out  of  town.  If  I  hear  nothing 
from  you  I  shall  do  with  it  as  I  do  with  my  own.  I 
made  you  a  proposal  about  purchasing  lottery-tickets 
in  partnership  with  myself;  that  is  to  say,  four 
ticket*  between  us.  This  can  be  done  with  the 
overplus,  with  the  interest-money  I  have  received ; 
but  in  this  I  will  do  nothing  till  I  hear  from  you. 

I  am  now  got  to  my  residence  at  Amesbury ;  get- 
ting health  and  saving  money.  Since  I  have  got 
over  the  impediment  to  a  writer,  of  water- drinking, 
if  I  can  persuade  myself  that  1  have  any  wit,  and 
find  I  have  inclination,  I  intend  to  write,  though, 
as  yet,  I  have  another  impediment,  for  I  have  not 
provided  mj'self  with  a  scheme.  Ten  to  one  but  I 
shall  have  a  propensity  to  write  against  vice,  and 
who  can  tell  how  far  that  may  offend  t     But  an 

•  A  seal  of  hia  loniahip'a  in  Bockinghaoialurc. 
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ftuthor  should  conralt  hie  genius  rtther  than  his  in» 
terest  if  he  cannot  reconcUe  thera.  Just  before  I 
left  London  I  made  a  visit  to  Mrs.  Barber.  I  wish 
X  eonld  anywise  have  contributed  to  her  subscrip- 
tion. I  have  always  found  myself  of  no  consequence, 
and  am  now  of  less  than  ever ;  but  I  have  found  out 
a  way,  in  one  respect,  of  making  myself  of  more  con- 
sequence, which  is  by  considering  other  people  of 
less.  Those  who  hare  giren  me  up  I  have  given 
up ;  and  in  shortt  I  seek  after  no  friendships,  but 
am  content  with  what  I  have  in  the  house.  And 
they  have  subscribed,  and  1  proposed  it  before  Jo. 
Taylor,  who,  upon  hearing  she  was  a  friend  of  yours, 
offered  his  subscription,  and  desired  his  compli- 
ments to  you.  I  believe  she  has  given  you  an  ac- 
count that  she  has  some  prospect  of  success  from 
other  recommendations  to  those  i  know;  and  I 
have  not  been  wanting  upon  all  occasions  to  put  in 
my  good  word,  which  I  fear  avails  but  little.  Two 
days  ago  I  received  a  letter  from  Dr.  Arbuthnot, 
which  gave  me  but  a  bad  account  of  Mr.  Pope's 
health.  I  have  written  to  him,  but  have  not  heard 
from  him  since  I  came  into  the  country.  If  you 
knew  the  pleasure  you  gave  me  you  would  keep 
your  contract  of  writing  more  punctually ;  and  espe- 
cially you  would  have  answered  my  last  letter,  as  it 
was  about  a  money  affair,  and  you  have  to  do  with 
a  man  of  business. 

Your  letter  was  more  to  the  duchess  than  to  me, 
so  I  now  leave  off  to  offer  her  the  paper. 

POSTSCRIPT  BY  THE  DUCHBS8. 

It  was  Mr.  Gay's  fault  that  I  did  not  write  sooner, 
which,  if  I  had,  I  should  hope  you  would  have 
been  here  by  this  time  ;  for  I  have  to  tell  you  all 
your  articles  are  agreed  to,  and  that  I  only  love  my 
own  way  when  I  meet  not  with  others  whose  ways 
I  like  better.  I  am  in  great  hopes  that  I  shall  ap- 
prove of  yours,  for,  to  tell  you  the  truth,  I  am  at 
present  a  little  tired  of  my  own.  I  have  not  a  clear 
or  distinct  voice  except  when  I  am  angry ;  but  I  am 
a  very  good  nurse  when  people  do  not  fancy  them- 
selves sick.  Mr.  Gay  knows  this,  and  he  knows  too 
how  to  play  at  backgammon.  Whether  the  parson 
of  the  parish  can  I  know  not ;  but  if  he  cannot  hold 
his  tongue  I  can.  Pray  set  out  the  first  fair  wind, 
and  stay  with  us  as  long  as  ever  you  please.  I  can- 
not name  any  fi^ied  time  that  I  shall  like  to  main- 
tain you  and  your  equipage ;  but  if  I  do  not  happen 
to  lite  you  I  know  I  can  so  far  govern  nay  temper 
as  to  enaure  you  for  about  five  days.  So  come  away 
directly ;  at  all  hazards  you  will  be  allowed  a  good 
breathing-time.  1  shall  make  no  sort  of  respectful 
conclusions ;  for  till  I  know  you  I  cannot  tell  what 
1  am  to  you. 

MR.   OAY'S   POSTSCRIPT. 

Tkb  direction  is  to  the  duke  of  Queensberry's,  in 
Burlington-gardens,  Piccadilly.  Now  I  have  told 
you  this  you  have  no  excuse  from  writing  but  one, 
which  is  coming ;  get  over  your  lawsuit  and  receive 
your  money. 

The  duchess  adds,  *<  He  shall  not  write  a  word 
more  from  Amesbury,  in  Wiltshire.  Your  groom 
was  mistaken,  for  the  house  is  big  enough,  but  the 
park  is  too  little." 

FROM  MR.  OAY. 

Amesbury.  Afrll  S7.  1781 
Dbar  Sib, — ^Yoors  without  a  date  I  received  two 
days  after  my  return  to  this  place  from  London, 
where  I  stayed  only  four  days.  I  saw  Mr.  Pope,  who 
is  much  better.  1  dined  with  him  at  lord  Oxford's; 
who  never  fails  drinking  your  health  and  is  always 
very  Inquisitive  after  everything  that  concerns  you. 


Mr.  Pulteney  had  received  your  letter,  and  tami 
very  much  pleased  with  it ;  and  I  thought  yoa  Ttn 
much  too  in  the  good  graces  of  the  lady.  Sir  Wu. 
liam  Wyndham,  who  you  will  by  this  time  hue 
heard  has  buried  lady  Catherine,  was  at  Dtwln  ii 
great  afBiction.  Dr.  Arbuthnot  I  found  in  jpoi 
health  and  spirits.  His  neighbour*  Mr.  liewie,  vu 
gone  to  Bath.  Mrs.  Patty  Biount  1  saw  two  orihrr^ 
times ;  who  vrill  be  very  much  pleased  when  «k> 
knows  you  so  kindly  remember  her.  1  am  aftud 
Mrs.  Howard  will  not  be  so  well  satisfied  with  \» 
compliments  you  send  her.  I  breakfasted  twicerali 
her  at  Mrs.  Blount's,  and  she  told  me  that  herio^ 
position  had  prevented  her  answering  your  letifr 
This  she  desired  me  to  tell  you,  that  she  would  im:; 
to  you  soon  ;  and  she  desires  you  will  accept  of  kr 
compliments  in  the  mean  time  by  me.  Too  eboo^ 
consider  circumstances  before  you  censure.  It  mH 
be  too  long  for  a  letter  to  make  her  apologr ;  kt 
when  I  see  you  I  shall  convince  you  that  yoa  fan- 
take  her.*  This  day  before  I  left  London  I  g)n 
orders  for  buying  two  South -Sea  or  India  bonds  h 
you,  which  carry  4/.  per  cen^.,  and  are  as  eafih 
turned  into  ready  money  as  bank-bills,  which  hjtVv 
time  I  suppose  is  done.  I  shall  go  to  London  scti: 
for  a  few  days  in  about  a  fortnight  or  three  week*,  H 
then  1  will  take  care  of  the  twelve  pound  afiir  ^^ 
Mrs.  Launcelot,  as  you  direct ;  or,  if  I  hear  of  Mr. 
Pope's  being  in  town,  I  will  do  it  sooner,  by  a  lett^ 
to  him.  When  I  was  in  town  (alter  a  bashful  Etfe* 
having  writ  something  like  a  love-leiter,  and  in  tv" 
years  making  one  visit)  I  wrote  to  Mra.  DreiiDcccr; 
to  apologise  for  my  behaviour,  and  receivfd  i  cm' 
answer,  but  had  not  time  to  see  her ;  they  are  natsr- 
ally  very  civil ;  so  that  I  am  not  so  sanguine  to  c- 
terpret  this  as  any  encouragements  I  find  bv  Hrv 
Barber  that  she  very  much  interests  herself  in  ^ 
affair,  and  indeed  irom  everybody  who  knoifs  b  * 
she  answers  the  character  you  first  rave  me. 

Whenever  you  come  to  England,  if  you  will  ^ 
that  confidence  in  me  to  give  me  notice,'  1  will  tpte. 
you  at  your  landing-place  and  conduct  toq  biiiKt. 
You  have  experience  of  me  as  a  traveller ;  oA  I 
promise  you  I  will  not  drop  you  on  the  road  for  ir* 
visit  whatever.  You  tell  me  of  thanks  that  I  bsf' 
not  given.  I  do  not  know  what  f  o  say  to  peopif  v^:> 
will  be  perpetually  laying  one  under  obligattoDi :  >< 
behaviour  to  you  shall  convince  yon  that  I  to  ^<^, 
sensible  of  them,  though  I  never  once  mention  tb^ 
I  look  upon  you  as  my  best  friend  and  cooas^'-'" 
I  long  for  the  time  when  we  shall  meet  and  con^!^ 
together.  I  will  draw  you  into  no  great  corapiaj 
besides  those  1  live  with.  In  short,  if  you  is*:< 
upon  it,  I  will  give  up  all  great  company  for  foa^ 
These  are  conditions  that  I  can  hardly  think  xon  ^'^ 
insist  upon  after  your  declarations  to  the  ducbr^^  ^ 
is  more  and  more  impatient  to  see  you :  snd  al)  m)  f^' 
is  that  you  will  give  up  me  for  her,  which»  aft*r  myo 
gallant  declaration,  would  be  very  ungenerous  5st 
we  will  settle  this  matter  together  when  you  c<nrf  t^ 
Amesbury.  After  all,  I  find  I  have  been  Mwe^* 
thing ;  for  speaking  of  her  I  am  talking  as  if  I  «^^ 
in  my  own  power.  You  used  to  blame  me  for f'^' 
solicitude  about  myself.  I  am  now  groirn  so  nrt. 
that  I  do  not  think  myself  worth  thinking  as:  ^ 
that  I  will  promise  you  never  to  mention  nj^J 
or  my  own  affairs ;  but  you  owed  it  all  to  the  ioq^- 
sitiveness  of  your  friendship,  and  ten  to  one  bet  y- 
will  every  now  and  then  draw  me  in  to  talk  of  b.^^^ 
again.  I  sent  you  a  gross  state  of  my  fortune  alm^.^- 
I  have  not  room  to  draw  it  out  in  particaUn*  ^^- 
you  come  over  the  duchess  will  state  it  you.    I  b>^* 

•  Se«  lady  Belfey  0«rauiia'»  Icllsn.  of  Nonmbir  T.  ITtf.  ^ 
Februarys,  17SS-8. 
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*h  DO  room  for  her  to  write,  so  that  I  will  wy  no* 
!jinj(  till  mj  letter  it  gone ;  but  ihe  would  not  for* 
lie  me  if  1  did  not  lend  her  compUmente. 

TO  VSNT060. 

April  S8.  1731. 
u,— Your  letter  hat  lain  by  me  without  ackow- 
^ing  it  longer  than  I  intended,  not  for  want  of 
(vJit),  but  because  I  was  wholly  at  a  loss  what  to 
ij;  fur,  ai  your  scheme  of  thinking,  couTersing, 
ltd  liTing,  diifers  in  every  point  diametrically  from 
lioe,  80  I  think  myself  the  most  improper  person 
t  the  world  to  conTerse  or  correspond  with  you. 
.o\i  would  be  glad  to  be  thought  a  proud  man,  and 
«t  there  is  not  a  grain  of  pride  in  you ;  for  you 
TV  pleased  that  people  should  know  you  haye  been 
rquainted  with  persons  of  great  names  and  titles, 
therebj  you  confess  that  you  take  it  for  an  honour, 
^)ach  a  proud  man  never  does;  and  besides  you 
'in  the  hasard  of  not  being  believed.  Tou  went 
bmid  and  atrove  to  engage  yourself  in  a  desperate 
&u»€,  very  much  to  the  damage  of  your  fortune,  and 
light  have  been  to  the  danger  of  your  life  if  there 
ad  not  been,  as  it  were,  a  combination  of  some  who 
ould  not  give  credit  to  the  account  you  gave  of  your 
iQsactioDS,  and  of  others  who,  either  really  or  pre- 
ceding to  believe  you,  have  given  you  out  as  a  dan- 
ttout  person :  of  which  last  notion  I  once  hinted 
^mething  to  you  ;  because,  if  what  you  repeated  of 
Dunelf  were  true,  it  was  necessary  that  you  had 
iiber  made  your  peace,  or  must  have  been  prose- 
uted  fur  high  treason.  The  reputation  (if  there  be 
nj)  of  having  been  acquainted  with  princes  and 
iber  great  persons  arises  from  its  being  generally 
Don  to  others,  but  never  once  mentioned  by  our- 
^Iu••,  if  it  can  possibly  be  avoided.  I  say  this  per- 
«tly  fur  your  service  ;  because  an  univer^  opinion 
nong  those  who  know  or  have  heard  of  you,  that 
:>^  have  always  practised  a  direct  contrary  proceed- 
ig,  haadoue  you  more  hurt  than  your  natural  under- 
andini(  left  to  itself  could  ever  have  brought  upon 
m.  The  world  will  never  allow  any  man  that 
laractcr  which  be  gives  to  himself,  by  openly  con- 
Min;{  it  to  those  with  whom  he  converses.  Wit, 
^niing,  valour,  great  acquaintance,  the  esteem  of 
xxi  men,  will  be  known,  although  we  should  en- 
:'»Tour  to  conceal  them,  however  they  may  pass  un- 
w&rded ;  but  I  doubt  our  own  bare  assertions  upon 
)}  of  those  points  will  very  little  avail,  except  in 
(nptin^  the  hearers  to  judge  directly  contrary  to  what 
•'  adrauce.  Therefore,  at  this  season  of  your  life,  i 
mid  be  glad  you  would  act  after  the  common 
(»t<)ni  of  mankind,  and  have  done  with  thoughts  of 
>urt8,  of  ladies,  of  lords,  of  politics,  and  all  dreams 
being  important  in  the  world.  I  am  glad  your 
'Ubtry  life  has  taught  you  Latin,  of  which  you  were 
together  ignorant  when  I  knew  you  first ;  and  I 
li  aiionished  how  you  came  to  recover  it.  Your 
'«  friend  Horace  will  teach  you  many  lessons 
T'nblr  to  what  I  have  said,  for  which  I  could  refer 
i  dozen  passages  in  a  few  minutes.  I  should  be 
ul  to  see  the  house  wholly  swept  of  these  cobwebs, 
td  that  )ou  would  take  an  oath  never  to  mention  a 
mce  or  princess,  a  foreign  or  domestic  lord,  an 
iri((ue  of  state  or  of  love  ;  but  suit  yourself  to  the 
n«aie  and  company  where  your  prudence  will  be 
piM  Uie  rest  of  your  life.  It  is  not  a  farthing 
kitcr  to  you  what  i/  doing  in  Europe,  more  than 
''>er)  alderman  who  reads  the  news  in  a  coffee- 
•t«e.  If  you  could  resolve  to  act  thus,  your  under- 
kiidin^  1%  good  enough  to  qualify  you  for  any  con- 
r^iion  in  this  kingdom.  Families  will  receive 
u  w  ithout  fear  or  restraint ;  nor  watch  to  hear 
u  talk  in  the  grand  style,  laugh  when  you  are 


gone,  and  ttU  it  to  all  their  aoquunteiiee.  It  is  a 
happiness  that  this  quality  may,  by  a  man  of  sense, 
be  as  easUy  sheJLea  off  as  it  is  acquired,  especially 
when  he  has  no  proper  claim  to  it ;  for  you  were  not 
bred  to  be  a  man  of  buaioess ;  you  never  were  called 
to  any  employments  at  courts ;  but  destined  to  be  a 
private  genttonaan,  to  entertain  youraetf  with  country 
busineea  and  country  acquaintance ;  or  at  best  with 
books  of  amusement  in  your  own  language.  It  is  an 
uacontroUed  truth*  that  no  man  ever  made  an  iU  figure 
who  understood  his  own  talents,  nor  a  good  one  who 
mistook  thea^.    lam,  &6.  Jon atiun  Swift. 


FaOM  LADY  BETTY  OERM AIN. 

June  «.  17tl. 
I  FANCY  you  have  comforted  yourself  a  long  time 
with  the  hopes  of  hearing  no  more  from  me ;  but  you 
may  return  your  thanks  to  a  downright  fit  of  the 
gout  in  my  foot,  and  as  painful  a  rheumatism  that 
followed  immediately  after  in  my  arm,  which  bound 
me  to  my  good  behanonr.  So  you  raav  perceive  I 
should  make  a  sad  nurse  to  Hr.  Pope,  who  finds  the 
effects  of  age  and  a  craxy  carcase  ahnpady.  Howeveri 
if  it  is  true  what  I  am  informed,  that  you  are  coming 
here  soon,  I  expect  you  should  bring  us  together  ( 
and  if  he  will  bear  me  with  patience,  I  shall  hear 
him  with  pleasure. 

I  do  not  know  what  number  of  chaplains  the  duke 
of  Dorset  intends  to  carry  over ;  but  as  yet  I  have 
heard  of  but  one  that  he  haa  sent,  and  he  as  worthy, 
honest,  sensible  a  man  as  any  I  know, — Mr,  Brandreth, 
who  I  believe  was  recommended  to  your  acquaint* 
ance.  I  have  not  been  in  a  way  of  seeing  Mrs. 
Barber  this  great  while ;  but  I  hear  (and  I  hope  it  is 
so)  that  she  goes  on  in  her  subscription  very  well ; 
nor  haa  the  lady  she  so  much  feared  done  her  any 
harm,  if  she  endeavoured  it,  which  is  more  than  I 
know  that  ahe  did.  I  believe  yon  will  find  by  my 
writing  that  it  is  not  quite  easy  to  me,  so  1  wiU 
neither  tease  you  nor  trouble  myself  longer,  who  am 
most  sincerely,  your  &itliful  humble  servant* 

E.   GutMAIM. 


TO  MR.  POPE. 

DnbUn.  Jane  It,  17S1. 
I  DOUBT  habit  has  little  power  to  reconcile  us  with 
sickness  attended  by  pain.  With  me  the  lowness  of 
spirits  has  a  most  unbsppy  effect ;  I  am  grown  lees 
patient  with  solitude,  and  hsrder  to  be  pleased  with 
company  ;  which  I  could  formerly  better  digest,  when 
I  could  be  easier  without  it  than  at  present.  As  to 
sending  you  anything  that  I  have  written  since  I  leflk 
you  (either  verse  or  prose),  I  can  only  say  that  I  have 
ordered  by  my  will,  that  all  my  papers  of  any  kind 
shall  be  delivered  you  to  dispose  of  as  you  please.  I 
have  several  things  that  I  have  had  schemes  to  finish 
or  to  attempt,  but  I  very  foolishly  put  off  the  trouble, 
as  sinners  do  their  repentance  ;  for  1  grow  every  day 
more  averse  lirom  writing,  which  is  very  natural,  and 
when  I  take  a  pen,  say  to  myself  a  thousand  times 
tton  eat  tanti.  As  to  those  papers  of  four  or  five 
years  past,  Ihat  you  are  pleas«Nd  to  require  soon,  they 
consist  of  little  accidental  things  writ  in  the  country* 
family  amusements  never  intended  further  than  to 
divert  ourselves  and  some  neighbours;  or  some 
effects  of  anger  on  public  grievances  here,  which 
would  be  insignificant  out  of  this  kingdom.  Two 
or  three  of  us  had  a  fancy,  three  years  ago,  to  write 
a  weekly  paper,  and  call  it  an  **  Intelligencer."  But 
it  continued  not  long,  for  the  whole  volume  (it  was 
reprinted  in  Loudon,  and  I  find  you  have  seen  it) 
was  the  work  only  of  two,  myself  and  Dr.  Sheridan. 
If  we  could  have  got  some  ingenious  young  man  to 
have  been  the  manager,  who  should  have  published 
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all  that  migfit  be  sent  to  him,  H  might  ha^e  continued 
longer,  for  there  were  hints  enough.  But  the  printer 
here  eould  not  afford  such  a  young  man  one  farthing 
for  his  trouble,  the  sale  being  so  small,  and  the  price 
one  halfpenny  ;  and  so  it  dropped.  In  the  Tolume 
you  saw  (to  answer  your  questions),  the  1,  3,  6,  7, 
were  mine.  Of  the  8th  I  writ  only  the  Terses  (tery 
uncorrect,  but  against  a  fellow  [Richard  TigheJ  we 
all  hated),  the  9th  mine,  the  lOth  only  the  'verses,  and 
of  those  not  the  four  last  slovenly  lines ;  the  ISth  is  a 
pamphlet  of  mine  printed  before,  with  Dr.  Sheridan's 
preface,  merely  for  laziness,  not  to  disappoint  the 
town ;  and  so  was  the  19th,  which  contains  only  a 
parcel  of  facts  relating  purely  to  the  miseries  of  Ire- 
land, and  wholly  useless  and  unentertaining.  As  to 
other  things  of  mine,  since  I  left  you  ;  there  are  in 
prose,  a  «  View  of  the  State  of  Ireland ;"  a  *<  Pro- 
ject for  Eating  Children  ;"  and  a  "  Defence  of  Lord 
Carteret ;"  in  Terse,  a  *'  Libel  on  Dr.  Delany  and  Lord 
Carteret ;"  a  *'  Letter  to  Or.  Delany  on  the  Libels 
writ  against  him  :"  the  "  Barrack"  (a  stolen  copy)  ; 
the  "Lady's  Journal;"  the  "Lady's Dressing-room** 
(a  stolen  copy)  ;  the  **  Plea  of  the  Damned"  (a  stolen 
copy) :  all  these  have  been  printed  in  London.  (I  forgot 
to  tell  you  that  the  "  Tale  of  Sir  Ralph"  was  sent  from 
England.)  Besides  these  there  are  five  or  six  (per- 
haps more)  papers  of  verse  written  in  the  north,  but 
perfectly ybmi/y  <Ain^s,»  two  or  three  of  which  may 
be  tolerable,  the  rest  but  indifferent,  and  the  humour 
only  local,  and  some  that  would  give  offence  to  the 
times.  Such  as  they  are,  I  will  bring  them,  tolerable 
or  bad,  if  I  recover  this  lameness,  and  live  long 
enough  to  see  you  either  here  or  there.  I  forget 
again  to  tell  you  that  the  **  Scheme  of  paying  Debts 
by  a  Tax  on  Vices,'*  is  not  one  syllable  mine,  but  of  a 
young  clergyman  whom  1  countenance  ;  he  told  me 
it  was  built  upon  a  passage  in  Gulliver,  where  i^  Pro- 
jector hath  something  upon  the  same  thought.  This 
young  raan^  is  the  most  hopeful  we  have;  a  book 
of  his  poems  was  printed  in  London ;  Dr.  Delany  is 
one  of  his  patrons  ;  he  is  married  and  has  children, 
and  makes  up  about  100/.  a-year,  on  which  he  lives 
decently.  The  utmost  stretch  of  his  ambition  is,  to 
gather  up  as  much  superfluous  money  as  will  give 
him  a  sight  of  you  and  half  an  hour  of  your  pre- 
sence ;  after  which  he  will  return  home  in  full  satis- 
faction, and  in  proper  time  die  in  peace. 

My  poetical  fountain  is  drained,  and  I  profess  I 
grow  gradually  so  dry  that  a  rhyme  with  me  is  almost 
as  hai^  to  find  as  a  guinea,  and  even  prose  specula- 
tions tire  me  almost  as  much.  Yet  I  have  a  thing 
in  prose,^^  begun  above  twenty-eight  years  ago  and 
almost  finished.  It  will  make  a  four*Bhilling  volume, 
and  is  such  a  perfection  of  folly  that  you  shall  never 
hear  of  it  till  it  is  printed,  and  then  you  shall  be  left 
to  guess.  Nay,  I  have  another  of  the  same  age,' 
which  will  require  a  long  time  to  perfect,  and  is  worse 
than  the  former,  in  which  I  will  serve  you  the  same 

way.    I  heard  lately  from  Mr. ,  who  promises  to 

be  less  lasy  in  order  to  mend  his  fortune.  But  women 
who  live  by  their  beauty,  and  men  by  their  wit,  are 
seldom  provident  enough  to  consider  that  both  wit 
and  beauty  will  go  off  with  years,  and  there  is  no 
living  upon  the  credit  of  what  is  past. 

I  am  in  great  concern  to  hear  of  my  lady  Boling- 
broke's  ill  health  returned  upon  her,  and  I  doubt 

a  A  very  earallenl,  bscRuw  perfect,  lori  of  primitive  vertes, 
which  never  row  above  daily  topics  and  the  chat  of  the  times. 
The  greatest  part  of  Swi(l*s  poetry  is  of  this  kind.  I  know  not 
of  any  work  of  the  dean's  (htit  cm  he  strtctly  called  poetieul. 
Our  t>arda  of  this  spwit^  are  numerous. 

^  His  name  was  FilkioKtoa ;  and  he  was  husband  of  Uie  lady 
who  wrote  "  Memoirs  of  her  own  LUSb.*' 

<  Polite  Conversation. 

*  Direetioae  to  Servants. 


my  l6rd  will  find  Dawley  too  solitary  without  he. 
In  that  neither  he  nor  you  are  comptnioia  )ot.: 
enough  for  me,  and  I  believe  the  best  part  of  the  na- 
son  why  men  are  said  to  grow  children  whra  tb-. 
are  old  is  because  they  cannot  entertain  tb«DsfIi« 
with  thinking ;  which  is  the  very  case  wKb  litt!: 
boys  and  girls,  who  love  to  be  noisy  among  the.* 
playfellows.  I  am  told  Mrs.  Pope  is  withoat  ptij!, 
and  I  have  not  heard  of  a  more  gentle  decar,  iriiVt 
uneasiness  to  herself  or  friends;  yet  I  cuaai  hi 
pity  you,  who  are  ten  times  the  greater  sufferer,  H 
having  the  person  you  most  love  so  long  before  r?. 
and  dying  daily ;  and  I  pray  God  it  may  not  tSr 
your  mind  or  your  health.  Jonathan  Sinn 


A  COUNTERFEIT  LETTER  TO  THE  QVE£.V« 

Dublin.  June  tt,  13.. 
Madam, — I  have  had  the  honour  to  tell  yoarimjet< 
on  another  occasion,  that  provinces  labour  unW  ^.a 
mighty  miafortuune,  which  is,  in  a  great  meacn, 
the  cause  of  all  the  rest  ;  and  Uiat  is,  that  tl)eyai«t' 
the  most  part  far  removed  from  the  prince'i  eye:  ^. 
of  consequence,  from  the  influence  both  uf  his  vi^^b 
and  goodness.  Tliis  is  the  case  of  Irdaiid  bey-:! 
expression ! 

There  is  not  one  mortal  here  who  is  not  well  tfi» 
fied  of  your  majesty's  good  intentions  to  all  jju 
people :  and  yet  yuur  subjects  of  this  isle  axt  &•  i' 
from  sharing  the  effects  of  your  good  diq;wsitijD!  ^ 
any  equitable  degree ;  are  so  far  from  enjuyiiig  all  'J 
good  to  which  they  are  entitled  from  your  iiiij<^.<  > 
most  gracious  inclinations ;  that  they  .often  fiu<i  ff'-^ 
difficulty  how  to  enjoy  even  the  relief  of  comj^aiai 

To  omit  a  thousand  other  instances,  there  ii  oia  vn 
son  of  Irish  birth,  eminent  for  genius  and  Tac'\ 
many  kinds,  an  honour  to  her  cotmtry  and  tu  knti 
I  will  be  bold  to  say,  not  less  so  in  bersijherethuij^ 
majesty  in  yours.  And  yet  all  talents  ainl  i'*t -« 
liave  not  yet  been  able  to  Influence  any  (xirp?^< 
about  your  majesty  so  far  as  to  introdnce  \ta  '■'■' 
your  least  notice.  As  I  am  your  majesty's  nusttibt 
ful  and  loyal  subject,  it  is  a  debt  I  ove  your  mt,^ 
to  acquaint  you  that  Mrs.  Barber,  the  b«rt  i*--^ 
poet  of  this  or  perhaps  of  any  age,  is  now  in  ycxir  S'-- 
jesty's  capital  •,  knovm  to  lady  Hertford,  lady  T<2i^ 
ton,  lady  W^pole,  &c. ;  a  moman  whose  f^'i^"*  ' 
honoured  by  every  man  of  eenius  in  this  kiDgdem.  s' 
either  honoured  or  envied  by  every  man  of  gflUJ  -* 
Blngland. 

Your  majesty  is  justly  reverenced  for  those  s^'-' 
abilities  with  which  God  has  blessed  you ;  fat  T^ 
regard  to  leaniing  and  your  zeal  for  true  rebf  '- 
Complete  your  character  by  your  regard  to  jw***  ^ 
genius ;  especially  those  who  make  the  gpsaSKf*  >- 
their  talents,  alter  your  majesty's  example,  subsertN 
to  the  good  of  mankind  and  the  glory  of  God ;  »•-- 
is  most  remarkably  Mrs.  Barber's  case  and  cha»<^^ 


And  tliis,  madam,  is  an  opeu  and  an  honest  ap^>'!? 
for  this  trouble ;  or,  to  speak  more  properly,  f*'  ^* 
dutiful  information.  It  is  your  true  interest  tlui  i> 
your  subjects  should  see  that  merit  is  regarded  by  Jf 
in  one  instance ;  or  rather,  that  it  is  not  disreg*'**^  ^ 
any  instance.  Let  them  daily  bless  God  for  «^<^, 
gift  of  wisdom  and  goodness  Isestowed  upon  X^"" 
pray  incessantly  for  the  long  continuance  of  ^^ 
as  doth  your  majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyaJ  WT' 
and  servant,  Jonathan  Svif^ 

•  Thus  indotwfd  by  Dr.  Smti :  -  Couateifcll  ie*»*J^Jr 
to  the  queen,  vnt  to  me  by  Mr.  Pope :  dslrf  ^•»?  .f 
teosiv«)d  July  19, 1781 ;  {{iveo  by  the  monaiematS^'i^ 
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TO  MR.  GAY. 

Dublin.  June  99,  ITSl. 
ivBA  since  I  received  your  letter  I  bare  beeu  upon 

bilAooe  about  going  to  England,  and  landing  at 
Iriitolf  to  pus  a  month  at  Amesbury,  at  the  duchees 
u  given  me  leave.  But  many  difficulties  have  inter- 
end  :  fint,  I  thought  I  had  done  with  my  lawiuiti 
ad  M>  did  all  my  lawyeiii  but  my  adverMiry,  after- 
irioK  in  appeaianoe  a  protestant  theee  twenty  yeare, 
w  declared  ne  was  always  a  papist,  and  consequently 
ty  the  lair  here  cannot  buy  nor  (I  think)  sell ;  so  that 
am  at  tea,  again,  for  almost  all  I  am  worth.  But  I 
are  still  a  worse  evil ;  for  the  giddiness  I  wa*  subject 
}.  instead  of  coming  seldom  and  violeitt,  now  eon* 
iaiitly  attends  me  more  or  less,  though  in  a  more 
caceable  manner,  yet  such  as  will  not  qualifv  me  to 
ive  among  the  young  and  healthy :  and  the  duehess, 
nail  ber  youth,  spirit,  and  grandeur,  will  make  a 
fry  ill  uursr,  and  her  women  not  much  better, 
ralctadinarians  must  live  where  they  can  command 
nd  scold :  I  must  have  horses  to  ride ;  I  must  go  to 
led  aod  rise  when  I  please,  and  live  where  all  mortala 
n  subservient  to  roe.  I  must  talk  nonsense  when  I 
•lease,  and  all  who  are  present  must  commend  it  1 
Bust  ride  tiuice  a-week,  and  walk  three  or  four  miles 
esides  every  day. 

I  always  told  you  Mr.  — -^—  was  good  for  nothing 
at  tu  he  a  rank  courtier.  I  care  not  whether  be  ever 
iritn  to  me  or  no.  He  and  you  may  tell  this  to  the 
InciMSB,  and  I  hale  to  see  you  so  charitable,  and  such 
I  cully  •  and  yet  I  love  yon  for  it  because  1  am  one 
nywlf, 

Vott  are  the  silliest  lover  in  Christendom :  If  you 
ike  Mrs.  ,  why  do  you  not  command  her  to 

ike  youf  if  she  does  not,  she  ia  not  worth  punning; 
'ott  do  her  too  much  honour ;  she  has  neither  sense 
or  taste  if  she  dares  to  refuse  you,  though  she  had 
0.000/.  I  do  not  remember  to  have  told  you  of  thanks 
tut  you  have  not  given,  nor  do  I  understand  your 
Msniag.  and  I  am  sure  I  had  never  the  least  thought! 
f  uiy  mysidf.  If  I  am  your  friend,  it  is  for  my  own 
rputation,  and  from  a  principle  of  self-love;  and  1 
oDetlmes  reproach  you  for  not  honouring  me  in  letting 
he  world  know  wc  are  friends. 

1  see  very  well  how  matters  go  with  the  duchess  in 
ifard  to  me.  I  heard  her  aay,  **  Mr.  Gay,  fill  your 
rttfT  to  the  dean,  that  there  may  be  no  room  for  me ; 
tte  frolic  is  gone  far  enough,  I  have  written  thrice.  1 
rill  do  no  more;  if  the  man  has  a  mind  to  come  let 
lUB  come;  what  a  clutter  is  here!  Positively  I  will 
nt  write  a  syllable  more.'^  She  is  an  ungrateful 
iQchess,  considering  how  many  adoreim  I  have  pro- 
ved  her  here,  over  and  above  the  thousands  she  bad 
^uK.  I  cannot  allow  you  rich  enough  till  you  are 
rurlh  70(M/.,  which  will  bring  you  30(V.  per  annum, 
>ud  this  will  maintain  you,  with  the  perquisite  of 
pmigiiig  while  you  are  young,  and  when  you  are  old 
rin  afford  you  a  pint  of  port  at  night,  two  servants  and 
n  old  mud,  a  htde  garden,  and  pen  and  ink — pro- 
ided  you  live  in  the  country.  Have  you  no  schfme 
idler  in  verse  or  prose  t  The  duchess  should  keep 
ou  at  hard  meat,  and  by  that  means  force  you  to 
*nte;  Mid  go  I  have  done  with  you. 

(4DAII, — Since  I  began  to  grow  old  I  have  found  all 
>di<t  become  incoiiatant,  without  any  renroach  from 
betr  couicicnoe.  If  I  wait  on  you,  1  declare  that  one 
^jmr  women  (whichever  it  is  that  has  designa  upon 
chaplain)  must  be  my  nurse,  if  1  happen  to  be  sick 
'  peevish  at  your  house ;  and  in  that  case  you  must 
•upend  your  domineering  claim  till  I  recover.  \our 
mitting  the  usual  appendix  to  Mr.  Gay's  letters  has 
\ottt  me  infinite  miecnief  here ;  for  while  you  con- 
inued  them  you  would  wonder  how  civil  the  ladies 
<a«wm  to  me,  and  how  much  they  have  altered 


taoce.  I  dare  not  confeti  that  I  have  deaoended  eo 
low  aa  to  write  to  your  grace,  after  the  abominable 
neglect  you  have  hem  guilty  of;  for  if  they  but  sus- 
pected it  I  should  lose  them  alL  One  of  them,  who 
had  but  an  inkling  of  the  matter,  (your  graee  will 
iMudly  believe  it,)  refused  to  beg  my  pardon  upon  her 
knees  for  once  neglecting  to  maike  my  rice-milk. 
Pray,  consider  this,  and  do  your  duty,  or  dread  the 
consequence.  I  promise  you  shall  have  your  will  nx 
minutes  every  hour  at  Ameabury,  and  seven  in  London, 
while  I  am  in  health :  but  if  I  happen  to  be  sick  I 
must  govern  to  a  aecond.  Yet,  properly  speaking, 
there  ia  no  man  alive  with  ao  much  truth  ||Bnd  respect 
your  grace's  most  obedient  and  devoted  servant, 

JoNATiUII  SWIPT. 


FROM  THE  DUCHBS8  OP  QURENSBBRRY  AND  MR. 

GAY. 
TUB  DUCHESS. 

July  18.  1731. 
You  are  my  dear  friend,  I  am  sure,  for  vou  are  hard 
to  be  found :  that  you  are  so  is  certainly  owing  to 
some  evil  genius.  For  if  you  say  true,  this  is  the  very 
properest  pace  you  can  re|iair  to.  There  is  not  a  head 
Dere  upon  auiv  of  our  shoulders  tliat  is  not  at  some 
times  worse  than  yours  can  poaaibly  he  at  the  worst ; 
auid  not  one  to  compare  with  youra  when  at  best,  ex- 
cept your  friends  are  your  sworn  liars.  So  in  one  respect 
at  least  you  will  find  things  just  as  they  could  be 
wished.  It  is  further  necessary  to  assure  you  that 
the  duchess  is  neither  healthy  nor  young ;  she  lives  in 
all  the  spirits  she  can,  and  with  as  litde  grandeur  as 
she  can  possibly.  She  too,  as  well  as  you,  can  scold 
and  command ;  but  she  can  be  silent  and  obey  if  she 
pleases ;  and  then  fur  a  good  nurse,  it  is  out  of  dispute 
that  she  must  prove  an  excellent  one,  who  has  been  so 
experienced  in  the  infirmities  of  others  and  of  her  own. 
As  for  talking  nonsense,  provided  you  do  it  on  purpose, 
she  has  no  objection  :  there  is  some  sense  in  nonsense, 
when  it  does  not  come  by  chance.  In  short,  I  am 
very  sure  that  she  has  set  her  heart  upon  seeing  you  at 
this  place.  Here  are  women  enougn  to  attend  you, 
if  you  should  happen  not  to  approve  of  her.  She  has 
not  one  fine  lady  belonging  to  her  or  her  house.  She 
is  impatient  to  be  governed,  and  ia  cheerfully  deter- 
mined that  you  shaiU  quietly  enjoy  your  own  will  and 
pleasure  aa  long  as  ever  you  please. 

MB.  oav. 
You  shall  ride,  you  shall  walk,  and  ahe  will  be  glsid 
to  follow  your  example :  and  this  will  be  doing  good 
at  the  sanoe  time  to  her  and  yourself.  I  had  not  heard 
from  you  so  long,  that  1  was  in  fears  about  you,  and 
in  the  utmost  impatience  for  a  letter.  I  had  flattered 
myself  your  lawsuit  was  at  an  end,  and  that  your  own 
money  waa  in  your  own  pocket ;  and  about  a  month 
ago  I  waa  every  day  expecting  a  sununons  to  Bristol. 
Your  money  is  either  getting  or  loaing  something ;  fbr 
I  have  placed  it  in  &e  funds.  For  I  am  grown  ao 
much  a  man  of  buainesa,  that  ia  to  aay,  ao  covetoua,  that 
I  cannot  bear  to  let  a  sum  of  money  lie  idle.  Your 
firiend  Mra.  Howard  ia  now  countess  of  Suffolk.  I  am 
still  so  much  a  dupe  that  I  think  you  mistake  her. 
Come  to  Ameabury,  and  you  and  I  will  disfiute  thia 
matter ;  and  the  duchcaa  will  be  judge.  But  I  fhney 
you  will  object  againat  her ;  for  I  will  be  so  fair  to 
you  as  to  own  that  I  think  she  is  of  my  side ;  but  in 
short,  you  shall  choose  any  importisd  referee  vou  please. 
I  have  heard  from  her ;  Mr.  Pope  has  seen  her ;  I  beg 
yon  would  snapend  your  judgment  till  we  talk  over 
ttiis  affair  U^etner ;  for  I  fiuicy  by  your  letter  ycu  have 
neither  heard  from  her  nor  seen  tier ;  so  that  you  can- 
not at  present  be  as  goo<i  a  judge  as  we  are.  I  will 
be  a  dupe  for  you  at  any  time :  therefore  I  beg  it  of 
you  that  you  would  let  me  be  a  dupe  in  quiet. 
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At  you  have  hwl  rferortt]  attwcks  of  tkf)  giddiness  you 
at  present  complain  of,  and  that  it  ha*  formerly  left 
you,  I  will  hope  that  at  this  instant  you  are  perfectly 
well ;  diongh  my  lears  were  so  very  great  before  I  re- 
ceivMi  your  letter,  that  1  may  probably  flaHer  myself, 
and  think  you  better  than  you  ara.  A*  to  my  being 
a  manager  for  the  duke,  you  have  been  mismformed. 
Upon  the  dischaige  of  an  unjust  steward,  he  took  the 
administration  into  his  own  hands.  I  own,  I  was 
called  in  to  his  asristance,  when  the  state  of  aMrs  was 
in  the  gi^itest  confusion.  Like  an  ancient  Roman,  I 
came,  put  my  helping  hand  to  set  affairs  right,  and  as 
soon  as  it  was  done  I  am  rotiied  again  as  a  private 
man. 

THE  DUCHESS. 

What  you  imagined  you  heard  her  say  was  a  good 
deal  in  her  style :  it  was  a  thousand  to  one  she  had 
said  so ;  but  I  must  do  her  the  justice  to  say  that  she 
did  not  either  in  thought  or  word.  I  am  sure  she 
wants  to  be  better  acquainted  with  you ;  for  which  she 
has  found  out  ten  thousand  reasons,  that  we  will  tell 
you  if  you  will  come. 

MB.  OAT. 

Br  your  letter  1  cannot  guess  whether  we  are  likely  to 
see  you  oar  not  Why  might  not  the  Amesbnry  Downs- 
make  you  better! 

THE  DUCHESS. 

Deab  Sir, — Mr.  Gay  tells  me  1  must  write  upon  his 
line  for  fear  of  taking  up  too  much  n>om.  It  was  his 
fault  that  I  omitted  my  duty  in  his  last  letter,  for  ha 
never  told  me  one  word  of  writing  to  yon  till  he  had 
sent  away  his  letter.  However,  as  a  mark  of  my  grsat 
humility,  I  shall  be  ready  and  glad  to  ask  your  pardon 
upon  my  knees  as  soon  as  ever  you  come,  though  not 
in  fault  I  own  this  is  a  little  mean-spirited ;  which  I 
hope  will  not  make  a  bad  impression,  considering  yon 
are  the  occasion.     I  submit  to  all  your  conditions ;  so 

Ksy,  come ;  for  I  have  not  only  promised  myself,  but 
r.  Gay  also,  the  satisfoctioo  to  hear  yo«  talk  as  much 
nonsense  as  you  oan  possibly  utter. 

Kit.  GAY. 

You  will  read  in  the  Gazette  of  a  friend  of  yours  who 
hat  lately  had  the  dignity  of  being  disgraced ;«  for  be, 
and  everybody,  except  five  or  six,  look  upon  it  in  the 
same  light  I  know,  were  you  here,  you  would  con- 
gratulate him  upon  it.  I  paid  the  twelve  pounds  to 
Mrs.  Launcelot,  for  the  uses  you  directed.  I  have  no 
scheme  at  present,  either  to  raise  my  fame  or  fortune. 
I  daily  reproach  mylielf  for  my  idleness.  You  know 
one  cannot  write  when  one  will.  I  think  and  reject : 
one  day  or  other,  perhaps,  I  may  think  on  something 
that  may  engage  me  to  vrrite.  You  and  I  are  alike  in 
one  particular,  I  wish  to  be  so  in  many ;  I  mean,  that 
we  hate  to  write  upon  other  folks*  hints.  I  love  to  have 
my  own  scheme,  and  to  treat  it  in  my  own  way.  This, 
perhaps,  may  be  taking  too  much  upon  myself,  and  l 
may  make  a  bad  choice ;  bnt  I  can  always  enter  into  a 
scheme  of  my  own  with  more  ease  and  pleasure  than 
into  that  of  any  otlit»r  body.  I  long  to  see  you ;  1  long 
to  hear  from  you ;  I  wish  you  health  ;  I  wish  you  hap- 
piness ;  and  I  should  be  very  happy  myself  to  be  wit- 
ness that  yon  enjoyed  my  wishes. 


TO  MR.  FOPR. 

July  20,  1731. 
Deab  Sib, — I  wrote  you  a  long  letter  not  many  days 
ago,  which  therefore  did  not  arrive  until  after  your  last 
that  I  received  yesterday,  with  the  enclosed  from  me  to 

•  Wlllinm  Palteney,  rtq.,  who,  Jaly  1, 1731.  wm,  by  order  of 
Kio($  Oeoi^  II.,  siniek  out  of  ttie  lift  of  the  privy<oovioeil,  and 
put  oat  of  all  the  eonssisslons  of  the  psase. 


die  queen.  You  hintMl  somctbifig  of  tbii  in  s  famtt 
letter :  I  will  tell  you  sincerely  how  the  affair  auf.' 
I  never  was  at  Mrs.  Barber *s  house  in  my  life,  eir^ 
once  that  I  chanced  to  pass  by  her  shop,  wai  imA '» 
walk  in,  and  went  no  farther,  nor  stey«l  three  miniiH 
Dr.  Dekmy  has  been  long  her  protector;  and  he,  \jtx 
many  years  my  acquaintance,  deaired  my  good  oic^ 
for  her,  and  brought  her  several  times  to  the  dtsrsffr 
I  knew  she  was  poetically  given,  and,  for  a  vomat^b^ 
a  sort  of  g«mus  that  way.  She  appeared  very  dk^ 
and  pious,  and  I  believe  was  sincere,  and  wholly  tmot 
te  poetry«  I  did  conceive  her  jouniey  to  Ko^ 
was  on  the  score  of  her  trade,  being  a  woollefH)nr<? 
until  Dr.  Delaney  said  she  had  a  design  ot  prV)'-: 
her  poems  by  suhaeription,  and  desired  I  wenld  bf^H 
her ;  which  I  did,  chiefly  by  yoor  means;  the  d(d? 
still  uiging  me  on :  upon  wfanae  request  I  wrote  to  *> 
two  or  three  times,  because  she  tboaght  that  my  «*> 
tenancing  her  might  be  of  use.  Lord  Cartfrrt  t^ 
much  behriended  her,  and  she  stems  to  have  mM  ^ 
way  not  ill.  As  for  those  dir«e  letters  you  iiMtt.*v 
supposed  all  to  be  written  by  me  to  the  queen  ca  Mn 
ttarners  account,  especially  6ie  letter  wDich  bon^rr 
mme,  I  can  only  say  that  the  apprefaensiom  our  si* 
be  apt  to  have  of  a  friend's  doing  a  foolish  thtnf  is  -.i 
effect  of  kindness  :  and  God  knows  who  is  free  &" 
playing  the  fool  some  time  or  other.  Bnt  in  neh  a  (/^ 
gree  as  to  write  to  the  queai,  who  has  used  me  ill  vA* 
out  any  cause,  and  to  write  in  sn<^  a  manner  »tk 
letter  you  sent  me,  and  in  such  a  style,  and  to  hart* 
much  aeal  for'  one  almost  a  stranger,  and  to  raskear; 
a  description  of  a  woman  as  to  prefer  her  befise  t! 
mankind;  and  to  instance  it  as  one  of  the  gra^ 
grievances  of  Ireland  that  her  majesty  has  not  cdw 
raged  Mn.  Barber,  a  wooUen-dmper's  wife,  declii»!  - 
the  world,  because  she  has  a  knack  at  versifytof :  «a 
to  suppose  or  fear  a  folly  so  transeendant  tfast  do  sr. 
could  be  guilty  of  who  was  not  lit  for  Bedlsm.  ^<^ 
know  the  letter  you  sent  enclosed  is  not  my  hsad ;  lai 
why  I  should  disguise,  and  yet  sign  my  namei  A'«i 
seem  unaccounteble :  especially  when  I  aratangfacotf 
have  reason  to  believe^  Aat  I  am  under  the  qoe^*' 
displeasure  on  many  accounts,  and  one  very  Itit  w 
having  fixed  up  a  stone  over  the  burying>plsr«  </ <^ 
duke  of  Schomcterg,  in  my  cathedral :  wkuch,  bowr'' 
I  was  assured  by  a  worthy  person,  who  solicit*^  ^'i' 
aiKdr  last  sommer  wi^  some  relations  of  tbe  ^^ 
"  that  her  majesty,  on  hearing  the  matter,  mA  f^ 
ought  to  erect  a  monument**  Yet  1  am  told  siraf^"> 
that  the  king,  not  long  ago,  on  the  reprvsoitstior.  a^ 
complaint  of  the  Prussian  envoy,  (with  a  hani  vhp*- 
who  has  married  a  grand-daughter  of  the  dule.  «■<< 
publicly  in  th«  drawing-room  *•*  that  I  hsd  p<i: '-' 
that  stone  out  of  malice,  to  nuse  a  quarrel  bftven  ti 
majesty  and  the  king  of  Prussia.**  This  pnhar<  '^} 
be  false,  because  it  is  absurd  :  for  I  thought  it  v«  < 
Whiggish  action  to  honour  duke  Schomberg,  vbd  ■>* 
so  instrumental  in  the  revolution,  and  wai  ^^' 
holder  of  Prussia,  and  otherwise  in  the  service  o(  i^ 
electorate,  which  is  now  a  kingdom.  Yon  will  «j*««^ 
the  letter  sent  me  concluded  "  your  maytty't  I  •««! 
subject;*'  which  is  absolutely  absurd;  forwe  ii««**? 
subjects  to  the  king,  and  so  is  her  majesty  howlf 
have  had  the  happiness  to  be  known  to  you  t^ 
twenty  yean;  and  I  appeal  whether  you  haw  knr«' 
me  to  exceed  the  oommon  indiscretions  of  man^nt^ :  ^ 
that,  when  I  conceived  myself  to  have  been»  »«7  -'* 
used  by  her  majesty,  whooi  I  never  attend  bat ««  '' 
own  commands,  I  diould  turn  solicitor  to  her  fif  ^^ 
Barber  f  If  the  queen  had  not  an  indiaaiicsi  tu  c-i^ 
ill  of  me,  she  knows  me  too  well  to  believe  in  b^'^ 
heart  that  I  should  be  sach  a  coxeombi  I  am  p»^ 
on  by  that  unjust  suspicion  to  give  up  so  much  tf|[  "^ 
discretion  as  to  write  next  post  to  ny  lady  SuAtf  ^ 
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bw  occitiun,  and  to  ditmn  sh«  will  show  what  I  write 
» the  queen ;  allbough  I  have  M  moch  reaaoii  to  com- 
iljiu  of  b«r  at  of  her  siajeaty,  apoii  the  aoore  of  her 
rKUand  ncgligeoce,  which  make  her  Atter  to  be  an 
riib  Udy  thau  an  Snf  li«h  oiie.  You  told  me  ^'  the 
MnpIaiiKpd  that  1  did  not  write  to  her  ;**  when  I  did, 
ipou  your  advice,  and  a  letter  that  required  an  amwer, 
Im  wauled  the  civility  to  acquit  beiaelf.     I  ihaU  not 

•  ]eu  ill  the  favour  of  God,  or  the  eateem  of  my  friend^ 

*  eitiicr  o(  their  majeatiet*  hard  thoughta,  winch  they 
uly  take  up  from  miaepreaentations.  The  fint  time 
Mv  tiie  queen,  I  took  ooeaaion,  uphn  the  subiecl  of 
fr.  Gay,  to  complain  of  that  very  treatment  which  in« 
ocfot  penont  often  iceeive  from  priaoea  and  great 
liiiixten,  that  they  too  caaily  receive  bad  impraiaaona; 
ttd  alchoogh  they  are  demonttrably  convinced  that 
bote  impiMwona  had  no  irrounda,  yet  they  will  never 
bake  tbem  off.  Thia  I  eaid  upon  Sir  Robert  Walpole^ 
reatment  of  Mr.  Gay  about  a  libel ;  and  tbe  queen  fell 
titirely  iu  with  me,  yet  now  fallt  into  the  lame  error. 
Utothelattei**  ♦♦*•♦♦♦♦*•*♦••  *of 
ccitiaitc,  and  out  of  perfect  commteeration,  &c. 

Jonathan  Swift. 


TO  THfi  COaT<rrK8B  OF  SUFFOLK. 

July  14.  1181. 
f  ADAN, — I  giro  you  joy  of  yoor  new  title,  and  o#  the 
oBMqueucea  it  mar  have,  or  hath  had,  on  your  riling 
I  eouit,  whereof  I  linow  nothing  but  by  common  fame; 
V,  yoQ  remember  bow  I  propheaied  of  your  behaviour, 
rhcD  you  ibould  cone  to  be  a  great  lady,  at  the  time 

drew  your  character ;  and  hope  yon  have  kept  it.  I 
note  to  yeu  eome  time  ago^  by  the  advice  &t  Mr.  F»pe : 

vrote  to  you  civilly ;  but  you  did  not  anewer  my  let- 
tt,  although  you  were  not  then  a  oonntem ;  and  if  you 
rrre,  yoor  neglect  waa  ao  much  the  woiae;  for  your 
itle  hat  not  increaaed  yoor  value  with  ne^  and  your 
^iict  muet  be  very  good  if  it  will  not  leawn  you. 
i«ith«rdKMild  you  have  beard  from  me  now  if  it  were 
at  on  a  particular  occaaion.  I  (Ind,  lirom  aeveral  kh 
tiecei,  th^t  I  an  under  the  queen's  diapleaeure;  and, 
I  it  it  nioal  among  princea,  without  any  manner  of 
nun.  1  am  teld  there  were  three  letlei*  aent  to  her 
ttjftty  in  relcHon  to  one  Mrt.  Barber,  who  it  now  in 
Aitdm  and  aoliciting  for  a  anbacription  to  her  poema. 
t  wemi  the  queen  thiuke  that  theae  letten  were  writ- 
m  Ky  me :  and  I  aeom  to  defend  myielf  even  to 
«r  maietty,  gnianding  my  acom  upon  the  opinion  I 
ad  of  her  juatice,  her  taate,  and  good  wnae ;  eapecially 
^  the  laat  of  thoae  letten,  whereof  I  have  juat  re- 
nvoi the  original  from  Mr.  Pope,  waa  aigned  with  my 
aim :  and  why  1  ibould  diaguae  my  hand,  which  you 
now  very  well,  and  yet  write  my  name,  ia  both  ridt- 
aloot  and  unaccountable.  Laat  poat  I  wrote  my 
rhole  teittimenta  on  tfae  matter  to  Mr.  Fnpe,  wbo  (elli 
w,  *  that  you  and  he  vindicated  me  on  all  tfae  three 
^fttt;"  which,  indeed,  waa  but  hare  juttice  in  you 
oth,  for  he  ia  my  old  friend,  and  you  are  iu  my  debt 
n  ai'oount  of  the  eateem  I  had  for  you.  I  demre  tou 
'•niM  atk  the  queen,  **  whether,  aince  the  time  I  had 
t«  honour  to  be  known  to  ber,  I  ever  did  one  tin* 
i«  action,  or  aaid  one  single  word,  to  diaoblige  herf ' 

ti^rer  atked  her  for  anything:  and  you  well  know 
tat  when  I  bad  an  intention  to  go  to  France,  about  the 
itne  that  the  late  king  died,  I  desired  your  opinion  (nut 
■  you  were  a  courtier^  whether  I  should  go  or  not : 
nd  that  you  abenlutely  forbid  me,  at  a  thing  that 
rouM  look  diialfected,  and  lor  other  reaeoso,  wlieiein, 

i^nfrei,  I  waa  your  dupe  as  well  a>  somebody's  else : 
i»l  for  want  of  that  journey,  I  fell  sick,  and  waa  forced 


•  Hwvtfat 

(Mda  oa  Om  back  of  iha 


torn.    Tbarasaemtobewuife* 
wlileh  oooelode  with  tluMa  few 
,  which  fellow  the  aaisrUu. 


to  letum  hither  to  my  unenvied  home.  I  beat  the 
queen  haa  blamed  me  for  potting  a  stone,  with  a  latin 
inscription,  over  the  duke  Jt  Sehombeig'a  burying-pbee 
in  my  cathedral  y  and  that  the  king  said  paUicly  I 
had  done  it  in  malice,  to  create  a  quasnl  between  bin 
and  the  king  of  Pruaeia.  But  the  public  prints,  ■•  well 
as  the  thing  itaell^  will  vindicale  me :  and  the  hand 
tbe  duke  had  in  tbe  revolution  made  him  deserve  tfae 
bast  menunent.  Neither  «o«ild  the  king  of  Piiiasii 
justly  take  it  ill,  who  must  needa  have  heard  tlwt  the 
duke  waa  in  tbe  ssrvioe  of  Prosaia,  and  atadtbolder  at 
it,  aa  1  have  teeo  in  hia  titlea.  Tbe  Bnt  time  J  aaw 
the  queen  1  talked  to  her  largely  upon  the  conduct  oi 
prinoes  and  great  rainistei*,  (it  wn  on  a  particular  oc* 
casion,)  that  when  they  receive  an  ill  account  of  any 
person,  although  they  afterward  have  the  greateat  d»* 
monetration  &(  the  felsehood,  yet  will  they  never  be 
reconciled.  And  although  the  queen  fell  in  with  me 
upon  tbe  hardahip  cf  auch  a  proceeding,  yet  new  sbe 
treats  me  exactly  in  tbe  same  manner.  I  have  teilts 
enough,  but  never  was  guilty  of  any  either  to  her  ma<- 
jesty  or  to  you ;  and  n  little  to  tbe  king,  whom  I  ncirer 
saw  but  when  I  had  tbe  hooonr  to  kiss  hia  hand.  I 
am  aenaible  that  I  owe  a  great  deal  of  thia  usage  to  sit 
Robert  Walpole ;  whom  yet  I  never  offended,  uthougfa 
be  waa  plcaaed  to  quarrel  with  me  very  unjustly :  fee 
which  I  showed  not  tbe  least  resentnenC,  (whatever 
I  might  have  in  my  heart,)  nor  wee  ever  a  partaker 
with  thoee  who  have  been  battling  with  him  for  some 
years  past  I  am  contented  that  the  ounen  should  see 
thia  letter ;  and  woidd  pleaae  to  oonaioer  how  aevere  a 
acnana  it  ia  to  believe  I  should  write  three  to  her,  only 
to  find  fault  with  her  miniatry,  and  reooaamend  Mi«. 
Barber,  whon  I  never  knew  until  she  wtts  reoonnaended 
to  me  by  a  worthy  friend,  to  help  ber  to  subscribef% 
which,  by  ber  writinga,  I  thought  she  dcaerved.  Her 
majesty  gave  me  leave,  and  even  commanded  me,  above 
five  years  ago,  if  I  lived  wntil  she  was  queen,  to  write 
to  her  on  behalf  of  Ireland :  for  the  miscriea  of  thia 
kingdom  she  appeared  then  to  be  much  concerned.  I 
deaiicd  tbe  friend  who  introduced  me  lobe  a  witneas  of 
her  majeaty's  pomiae.  Yet  that  liberty  I  iwver  teak, 
although  1  had  too  many  occaaiona ;  and  ia  it  not  won* 
derful  that  I  abould  be  auapected  of  writing  to  ber  m 
such  a  style,  in  such  a  counterfeit  hand,  and  my  name 
subscribed,  upon  a  perfect  trifle,  at  the  same  time  that 
I  well  knew  myself  to  be  very  much  out  of  her  majee- 
ty's  good  graces  Y  I  am,  pexbape,  not  ao  very  much 
awed  with  majesty  n  others,  Laving  known  court! 
more  or  less  from  my  early  youth.  And  I  have  more 
than  once  told  the  queen  that  I  did  not  regard  her  ata- 
tion  half  so  much  as  the  good  undeiatanding  I  heard 
and  found  to  be  in  her;  neither  did  I  ever  once  see  the 
late  king,  although  bet  majesty  was  pleased  to  chide 
me  on  that  account  (br  my  singularity.  In  this  f  am  a 
good  Whig,  by  thinking  it  anfllcient  to  be  a  dutiftil 
subject,  without  any  penonal  legard  fer  princes^  feftber 
than  as  their  virtues  deserve ;  and  upon  that  aeore  had 
a  moat  particnlar  reapect  for  the  queen,  your  mietfesa. 
One  who  asks  nothing  may  talk  with  freedom ;  and 
that  ia  my  case.  I  have  not  said  half  that  was  in  my 
heart,  but  I  will  have  done :  and,  remembering  that  you 
are  a  counteia,  will  borrow  ro  moch  ceremonv  as  to  re- 
main, with  gieat  respect,  madam,  your  ladyahip*s  most 
obedient  and  moat  humble  servant, 

JoNATHAif  9wirr. 


FROM  LORD  BOUNOBROKB. 

Aumtt  I,  ITSl. 
1  AM  indebted  to  you,  my  reverend  dean,  na  a  letter  of 
a  very  old  date ;  the  expectation  of  aeeing  you  from 
week  to  week,  which  our  ftiend  Gay  made  me  enter- 
tain, hinderad  me  from  writing  to  you  a  good  while ; 
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and  Ihavetinoe  defeiTed  it  by  waiting  an  oppcnrtunity 
of  tending  my  letter  by  a  aafe  hand.  That  opportunity 
prewnts  itielf  at  last,  and  Mr.  Echlin  will  put  thia  let- 
ter into  your  hands.  You  will  hear  from  him  and  from 
others  of  the  general  state  of  things  in  this  country, 
ioto  which  I  returned,  and  where  I  am  confined  for  my 
sins.  If  I  entertained  the  notion  which,  by  the  way,  I 
believe  to  be  much  older  tlian  popery,  or  even  thisn 
Christianity,  of  making  up  an  account  with  Heaven, 
and  demanding  the  balance  in  bliss,  or  paying  it  by 
good  works  and  sufierings  of  my  own,  and  by  the  me- 
rits  and  sufferings  of  others,  I  should  imagine  that  I 
bad  expiated  all  the  faults  of  my  life,  one  way  or  other, 
since  my  return  into  England.  One  of  the  circum- 
stances of  my  situation  which  has  afflicted  me  most, 
and  which  afflicts  me  still  so,  is  the  absolute  inutility 
I  am  of  to  those  whom  I  should  be  the  best  pleased  to 
serve.  Success  in  serving  my  fiiends  would  make  me 
amends  for  the  want  of  it  in  disserving  ray  enemies. 
It  is  intolerable  to  want  it  in  both,  and  yet  both  go  to- 
gether generally. 

I  have  had  two  or  three  projects  on  foot  for  making 
such  an  establishment  here  as  might  tempt  you  to  quit 
Ireland.  One  of  them  would  have  succeeded,  and  would 
have  been  agreeable  in  every  respect,  if  engagements  to 
my  lady*s  kinsman  (who  did  not,  I  suppose,  deserve  to 
be  your  clerk)  had  not  prevented  it.  Another  of  them 
cannot  take  place  without  the  consent  of  those  who 
would  rather  have  you  a  dean  in  Ireland  than  a  parish 
priest  in  England;  and  who  are  glad  to  keep  you 
where  your  sincere  friend,  my  late  lord  Oxford,  sent 
you.  A  third  was  wholly  in  my  power ;  but  when  I 
inquired  exactly  into  the  value  I  found  it  less  ^han  I 
had  believed  ;  the  distance  from  these  parts  was  great ; 
and  beside  all  this,  an  unexpected  and  groundless  dis- 
pute about  the  right  of  preientation  (but  still  such  a 
dispute  as  the  law  must  determine)  had  arisra.  You 
will  please  to  believe  that  I  mention  these  things  for  no 
other  reason  than  to  show  you  how  much  those  friends 
deserve  you  should  make  mem  a  visit  at  least,  who  are 
io  desirous  to  settle  you  among  them.  I  hope  their  en- 
deavours will  not  be  always  unsuccessful. 

I  received  some  time  ago  a  letter  from  Dr.  Delany, 
and  very  lately  Mr.  Pope  sent  me  some  sheets,  which 
seem  to  contain  the  substance  of  two  sermons  of  that 
gentleman^s.  The  pkUowphia  prima  is  above  my  reach, 
and  especially  when  it  attempts  to  prove  that  God  has 
done  or  does  so  and  so,  by  attempting  to  prove  that 
doing  so  and  so  is  essential  to  his  attributes  or  neces- 
sary to  his  design ;  and  that  the  not  doing  so  and  so 
would  be  inconsistent  with  the  former  or  repugnant  to 
the  latter.  I  content  myself  to  contemplate  whftl  I  am 
sure  he  has  done,  and  to  adore  him  for  it  in  humble  si- 
lence. I  can  demonstrate  that  every  cavil  which  has 
been  brought  against  the  great  system  of  the  world, 
physical  and  moral,  from  the  days  of  Democritus  and 
Epicurus  to  this  day,  is  absurd ;  but  I  dare  not  pro* 
nounce  why  things  are  made  as  they  are,  state  the  ends 
of  infinite  wisdom,  and  show  the   propcntion  of  the 


Dr.  Delany,  in  his  letter  to  me,  mentioned  some  errors 
in  the  critical  parts  of  learning  which  he  hoped  he  had 
corrected  by  snowing  the  mistakes,  particularly  of  sir 
John  Manham,  on  whose  authority  those  errors  were 
built.  Whether  I  can  be  of  use  to  him  even  in  this 
parti  know  not;   for,  having  fixed  my  opinion  long 

•  Yet  this  sppMn  to  have  been  the  attempt  of  Mr  Pope,  in 
hU  *'  Eoay  on  Man."  in  which  he  profe«es  to  have  adopted 
lord  Holingbroke's  principle*— 

"  Thou  wert  my  guide,  philoaopher,  and  ftiend ;" 

and  which  loid  Bolingbroke,  in  asulieequent  part  of  this  letter, 
aaya  wai  nndintaken  at  hli  instigation :  approving,  at  the  Mune 
tisie,  of  the  lint  three  boolu,  which  he  had  wenandcouideced. 
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ago  concerning  all  ancient  history  aad  throaohngj^  It 
a  careful  examination  into  the  fint  prinesplfle  of  dm 
I  have  ever  since  laid  that  study  totally  nude.  1  ea» 
fess,  in  the  letter  I  wrote  lately  to  the  doelor,  notwiik' 
standing  my  great  respect  for  sir  John  ManAwon,  ^ka 
his  authority  is  often  precarious,  because  he  leaaa  o^ 
on  other  authorities  which  are  so.  Bat  to  yoa  1  w.H 
confess  a  little  more  :  I  think,  nay,  I  know,  tLal  ikr* 
is  no  possibility  of  making  any  syatatn  of  thai  ksui 
without  doing  the  same  thing;  and  thui  ^le  defiect  n  a 
the  subject,  not  in  the  writer.  I  have  read  tiie  wiiti^r* 
of  some  who  differ  from  him,  and  of  ocfaen  who  o- 
dertook  particularly  to  refute  him.  It  ■cuna  plaia  fe 
me  that  this  was  the  case.  All  the  materials  v€  tfaissor 
of  learning  are  disjointed  and  broken.  Time  has  o«< 
tributed  to  render  them  so,  and  the  milaitlilblBf*  *i 
those  who  have  transmitted  them  down  to  tia»  partia- 
larly  of  that  vile  fellow  Eusebius,*  has  done  even  wnxr 
than  time  itself.  By  throwing  these  fVagmeofs  m^  i 
diflerent  order,  by  arbitrary  interpietationa  (snid  it  << 
often  impossible  to  make  any  otba«>,  in  abort,  by  a  fev 
plausible  guesses  for  the  connection  aad  applicatzan  J 
them,  a  man  may,  with  tolerable  ingenuity,  prove  al- 
most anything  by  them.  I  tried  formerly  to  pvove*  iai 
learned  dissertation,  by  the  sane  set  of  autiionties.  tior 
there  had  been  four  Assyrian  monarchiea ;  that  ihar 
had  been  but  three ;  that  there  bad  been  bat  two:  thtr 
there  had  been  but  one ;  and  that  these  newer  lad  t»L 
any.  I  pussled  myself  and  a  mudli  abler  om 
myself,  me  friend  to  whom  I  lent  the  naannacript, 
wlio  has,  I  believe,  kept  it  In  short,  1  am  aistd 
I  shall  not  be  very  useful  to  Dr.  Delany  in  making  nr- 
marks  on  the  work  he  is  about  His  oonunuaieatiiai  i/ 
this  work  may  be  useful,  and  I  am  sure  it  will  ktsf^nr- 
able  to  me.  If  you  and  he  are  still  in  IrdawL  yon 
give  my  best  services  to  him ;  but  say  no  mare  «^ 
may  be  proper  of  all  I  have  writ  to  you. 

I  know  very  well  the  project  you  meaiiy  and  abeu: 
which  you  say  that  Pope  aad  you  have  often  tcasei 
me.  1  could  convince  you,  as  he  ia  conwanoed,  that  a 
puUicatiou  of  anything  of  that  kind  would  bare  ^cn 
wrong  on  many  accounts,  and  would  be  ao  even  new 
Besides,  call  it  pride  if  you  will,  I  shall  never  naLs. 
either  to  the  present  age  or  to  posterity,  any  ap^k^ 
for  the  part  1  acted  in  the  late  queen's  rcig|ti>  Bur  I 
will  apply  myself  very  seriously  to  the  cocnposirise  itf 
just  and  tnie  relations  of  the  events  of  tboae  tiava  m 
which  both  I  and  my  friends  and  my  enemies  ewtf 
take  the  merit  or  the  blame  which  an  anthentiic  mi< 
impartial  deduction  of  facts  will  assign  to  ua.  I  vil) 
endeavour  to  write  so  as  no  man  could  write  wiai  Wi 
not  been  a  party  in  those  transaction^  and  aa  few  Bir>i 
would  write  who  had  been  conocnxd  in  them  I 
believe  I  shall  go  back,  in  considering  the  pt^ittrj 
intsrests  of  the  principal  powers  in  ISurope,  m  te  « 
the  Pyienean  treaty ;  but  I  shall  not  b^in  a  thread  td 
history  till  the  death  of  Charles  U.  of  Spain  and  v* 
acceaion  of  queen  Anne  to  the  throne  of  IdigUrai. 
Nay,  even  from  that  time  downward,  I  sball  icwitf 
my  relations  more  full  or  pirn  mtagrm,  (tbe  word  is  §^btf 
Paul's)  just  as  I  have  or  have  not  a  stock  of  authcnt.; 
materials.  These  shall  regulate  my  work,  and  I  »'li 
neither  indulge  my  own  vanity  nor  otlier  mm's  cu- 
riosity in  going  one  step  further  than  they  carry  n.« 
You  see,  my  dear  Swif^,  that  I  open  a  las^e  fiA«i  if 
myself;  with  what  success  1  shvl  expataate  iu  h  i 


•  The  learned  biahop  of  Gtaauea,  In  the  ikmiih  eeatvr.  ai  ka 
"  Chronioon."  publiflhed  by  Joseph  8oaUg«r.  with  nat»  a! 
Leyden,  in  1606.  folio,  and  reprinted  at  Amaterdam.  ^ri2&  crcil 
addition*  to  the  notes,  in  1668. 

b  This  probably  alludes  to  a  tract  cmltMi  *■  Lettm  m  tbr 
Spirit  of  Patriotism."  of  which  loid  Boliaglirolta  pnwm  f  ■ 
few  copiei  to  be  taken  for  hta  partknlar  ftieaih.  aad  vtia& 
aiXerwards  foimd  its  way  into  the  waM  by  llr>  IVii«*a  imhm. 


EPISTOLARY  COHRXSPONDBKCB. 


657 


Itnmr  u  IttHt  ■•  I  knmr  wtietber  I  shall  ltT«  to  go 
tlirough  10  great  a  work ;  but  I  will  begin  immediately, 
Mil  will  make  it  one  principal  but inea  of  the  reit  of 
nr  lifc.  Thit  adrantagft,  at  least,  I  eball  reap  ftom  it, 
nd  a  great  advantage  it  will  be^  my  attention  will  be 
diTefted  from  the  pneent  iccne.  I  ehall  ffriere  le«  at 
time  thingi  which  I  cannot  mend ;  I  ehall  dignify  my 
fftreat ;  and  ihall  wind  up  the  laboura  of  my  life  in 
•rrring  the  canee  of  truth. 

Voa  eay  that  yon  eould  easilr  ihow,  by  comparing 
my  letters  fer  twenty  years  past,  how  the  whole  system 
of  my  philosophy  dwiiges  by  the  several  gradations  of 
life.  I  donbt  it.  As  far  as  I  am  able  to  recollect,  my 
vtyof  thinking  has  been  uniform  enough  for  more 
thsii  hrenty  years.  True  it  is,  to  my  sfaame^  that  my 
vty  of  acting  has  not  been  always  conformable  to  my 
ny  of  thinking.  My  own  nasitons,  and  the  passions 
uid  intefcsts  of  other  men  still  more,  have  led  me  aside. 
I  IsQDcfaed  into  the  deep  before  I  had  loaded  ballast 
enottKh.  If  the  ship  did  not  sink,  the  cargo  was  thrown 
ortrbotrd.  The  storm  itself  threw  me  into  port.  My 
own  opinion,  my  own  desires  would  have  kept  me 
tbf^e ;  the  opinion,  the  desires  of  others  sent  me  to  sea 
ifrain.  I  did,  and  blamed  myself  for  doing  what  others, 
Bill  you  among  the  rest,  would  have  bl^ed  me  if  I 
lisd  not  done.  I  have  paid  more  than  I  owed  to  ptfty, 
lad  as  much,  at  least,  as  was  due  to  friendship.  If  I 
(o  uflf  the  stage  of  public  life  without  paying  all  I  owe 
U>  my  enemies^  and  to  the  enemies  of  my  country,  I  do 
mure  you  the  bankruptcy  is  not  fraudulent.  I  conceal 
uoe  of  Diy  eilecls. 

Does  Piope  talk  to  you  of  the  noble  work  which,  at 
ny  instigation,  be  has  begun  in  such  a  manner  that 
tip  moit  be  convinced  by  this  time  I  judged  better  of 
kit  talcnte  than  be  didt  The  first  epistle,  which  con- 
liders  man,  and  the  habitation  of  man,  relatively  to  the 
vhulii  system  of  universal  being :  the  second,  which 
MMdefs  him  in  his  own  habitation,  in  himself,  and 
ivistively  to  his  particular  system:  and  the  third, 
tkieh  shows  how — 


A  uniTersal  euite 


Works  to  one  end,  but  works  by  varioiu  laws ; 

^v  man,  and  beast,  and  vegetables  are  linked  in  a 
Dutual  depetideucy,  parts  necessary  to  each  other,  and 
MCASttry  to  the  whole;  how  human  societies  were 
Uioed ;  from  what  spring  true  religion  and  true  policy 
uv  derived ;  how  God  has  made  our  greatest  interest 
uid  our  plainest  duty  iudi visibly  the  same:— these 
^<^  epistles,  I  say,  are  fiuished.  The  fourth  he  is 
Mr  intent  upon.  It  is  a  noble  subject ;  he  pleads  the 
jouse  of  God,  I  use  Seneca  s  expression*  against  that 
'taunt  charge  which  atheists  in  all  ages  have  brought, 
^  luppueed  unequal  dispensations  of  Providence ;  a 
Jui^  which  I  cannot  heartily  forgive  your  divines  for 
Mlmiuiug.*     You  admit  it  indeed  for  an  extreme  good 

*  To  pfOT«  that  the  ditpeiMstioiM  of  ProTidenc^  in  the  present 
lair  are  not  oneqtud  U  eritalaly  vttrv  draimble,  but  Uiera  Is 
"woQ  to  fear  that  those  who  blame  diyioes  for  admiltioff  an 
irquality  have  not  snoer^dad  in  the  attempt.  Tlie  phiioao- 
*hft%.  imUi  ancient  and  modem,  who  haTO  enaeaToured  to  jua- 
if)  th«i  wav«  of  God  to  man,  by  provtofc  that  hnppinesadoeii  not 
^^teirt  in  cWmalf ,  in  onk>r  to  aliow  that  his  ilnpooMtiona  ara 
^tui.  haw  vet  placed  happineae  in  virtue  dueAy.  a*  a  priud- 
>i*  o(  active  benevolmee. 

*'  Happier  la  kln^r  in  each  doe  dpgnw. 
And  hdght  of  bllas  but  height  of  charity.** 

Now  there  aeemt  to  be  an  ineonalatency  between  these  two 
■lociplfs.  of  which  they  are  not  aware. 

Il  oiay  reasonably  be  a»ked  what  virtue,  as  a  principle  of 
'live  benevolence,  has  to  brstow  ?  Can  it  bestow  uptm  (4here 
oykhtoy  moiw  than  eiUemala?  If  not,  it  either  has  not  the 
luwct  of  eommunlcatinir  hanpineM,  or  liappinaea  la  to  be  com* 
»tti«iealid  in  ealemab.  If  it  haa  not  the  power  of  oommuni- 
uini:  liappineva,  it  ig  indeed  a  mere  name  :  the  subject  rooeivai 
^>l:uu;(:  Uie  a^ent  gtvea  nothing.  l*ho  liliaai  of  chanty  is 
xifksi  nn  a  delusion)  on  the  false  supposition  uf  a  beaettt 
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purpose,  and  you  build  on  this  admisston  Hie  necessity 
of  a  future  state  cf  rewards  and  punishments.  But 
what  if  you  should  find  that  this  fature  state  will  not 
account,  in  opposition  to  the  atheist,  for  God's  justice 
in  the  present  state,*  which  you  give  up  t  Would  it 
not  have  been  better  to  defend  God*s  Justice  in  this 
world,  against  tbeee  daring  men,  by  inefragahle  reasons, 
and  to  have  rested  the  proof  of  tlie  odier  jioint  on 
revelalioDt  I  do  not  like  concessions  made  against 
demonstration,  repair  or  supplv  them  how  you  will. 
The  epistles  I  have  mentiotisd  will  compose  a  first 
book ;  the  plan  of  the  second  is  settled.  You  will  not 
undentand  by  what  I  have  said  that  Pope  will  go 
so  deep  into  the  argument,  or  carry  it  so  far  as  I  have 
hinted. 

You  inauiie  so  kindly  after  my  wife  that  I  must  tell 
you  something  of  her.  She  has  fellen  upon  a  remedy, 
invented  by  a  surgeon  abroad,  and  which  has  had  great 
success  in  cases  similar  to  hers.  This  remedy  has 
visibly  attacked  the  original  cause  of  all  her  complaints, 
and  has  abated,  in  some  degree,  by  one  gentle  and 
uniform  effect,  all  the  grievous  and  various  symptoms. 
I  hope,  and  surely  with  reason,  that  she  will  receive 
still  greater  benefit  from  this  method  of  eure^  which 
she  will  resume  as  soon  as  the  great  heat  is  over.  If 
she  reooveiB,  I  shall  not  for  her  sake  abstract  myself 
from  the  world  more  than  I  do  at  present  in  this  place. 
But  if  she  should  be  taken  fkom  me,  I  should  most 
certainly  yield  to  that  strong  desire  which  I  have  long 
had  of  secluding  myself  totally  from  tlie  company  and 
affairs  of  mankind ;  of  leaving  die  management  even 
of  my  private  allkirs  to  others  *,  and  of  securing  by  these 
means  for  the  rest  of  my  life  an  uninterrupted  tenonr  of 
philosophical  quiet. 

I  suppose  you  have  seen  some  of  ttiose  volumes  of 
scurrility  which  have  been  thrown  into  the  world 
against  Mr.  Pulteney  and  myself, and  the  "Craftsman,'* 
which  gave  occasion  to  them.  I  think,  and  it  is  the 
sense  of  all  my  friends,  that  the  person  who  published 
the  ^  Final  Answer,*'^  took  a  right  turn  in  a  very  nice 
and  very  provoking  circumstance.  To  answer  all  the 
falsities,  misrepresentations,  and  blunders  which  a  club 
of  such  scoundrels  as  Arnall,  Coneanen,  and  other 
pensioners  of  the  minister  crowd  together,  would  have 
kieen  equally  tedious  and  ridiculous,  and  must  have 
forced  several  things  to  be  said  neither  prudent,  nor 
decent,  nor  perhaps  strictly  honourable  to  be  said.  To 
have  explained  some  points  and  to  have  stopped  at 
others  would  have  given  strength  to  that  impiertinent 
suggestion.  Guilt  alone  is  silent  in  the  day  of  inquiry. 
It  was  therefore  right  to  open  no  part  of  the  scene  of 
the  late  queen*s  reign,  nor  submit  the  passages  of  her 
administration,  and  the  conduct  of  any  of  her  ministers 
to  the  examination  of  so  vile  a  tribunal.  This  was  still 
the  more  right  because,  upon  sueh  points  as  relate  to 
subsequent  transactions,  nd  as  affect  me  singly,  what 
the  **  Craftsman"  had  said  was  justified  unanswerably, 
and  what  the  remarker  had  advanced  was  proved  to  be 
infamously  felse.  The  ellect  of  this  paper  has  an- 
swered the  design  of  it,  and,  which  is  not  common,  all 
sides  agree  that  the  thingtsaid  ought  to  have  been  said. 
The  public  writers  seem  to  be  gettmg  back  from  these 
penoual  altercations  to  national,  affairs,  much  against 

eommnnicatod  by  extomals,  which  externals  cannot  communi- 
cate. If  happinem  can  be  eommunioaled  by  externals,  and 
eoasequently  ii  dependent  unon  them,  and  theee  extomals  are 
unequally  distributed,  how  m  the  diapenMlion  of  Plovidence 
with  respect  to  happiaeae  in  the  preaent  itete  equal  ? 

■  That  is,  will  not  reconcile  the  present  unequal  dlspenaBthm 
to  the  divine  justice.  . 

b  Thie  pamphlet  was  written  by  lord  Bolinebioke  in  ht«  own 
vindication.  1731.  It  is  intitlcd.  *•  A  Final  Anewer  to  the  Re- 
marks on  tlio  *  CralUmanV  Vindication  of  hb  two  honourable 
Pauoin :  and  to  ail  tlw  Libels  which  have  coma  or  may  eome 
ftom  tlic  lome  Quarter  ugainst  tlu;  K-iaon  laa  SMUtioiietl  in  tlio 
'  CrafUman*  uf  S^iul  of  Mwv. " 
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the  grain  of  tbe  miiutter'f  iccUon.  What  the  effect  of 
all  thifl  writing  will  be  I  know  not ;  but  this  I  know, 
that  when  all  the  information  which  can  be  given  is 
given;  when  all  ^  spirit  which  can  be  raised  is 
raised ;  it  is  to  no  purpose  to  write  anv  more.  Even 
you  men  of  this  world  nave  nothing  else  to  do  but  to 
let  the  ship  drive  till  she  is  cast  away,  or  till  the  storm 
is  over.  For  my  own  part,  I  am  neither  an  owner,  an 
officer,  nor  a  foremast-man.  I  am  but  a  passenger, 
said  my  lord  Carbury. 

It  is  well  for  you  I  am  got  to  the  end  of  my  paper, 
for  you  might  else  have  a  letter  as  long  again  from  me. 
If  you  answer  me  by  the  post^  remember  while  you  are 
writing  that  you  write  by  the  post  Adieu,  my  reverend 
friend. 


TO  MR.  OAY  AND  THB  DUCHESS  OF  QUEENSBERRY. 

Au){iiat28,  ITSl. 

You  and  the  duchess  use  me  very  ill,  for  1  profess  I 
cannot  distinguish  the  style  or  the  hand-wnting  of 
either.  I  think  her  grace  writes  more  like  you  than 
henelf ;  and  that  you  write  more  like  her  grace  than 
yourself.  1  would  swear  the  beginning  of  your  letter 
writ  by  the  duchess,  though  it  is  to  pass  ibr  yours; 
because  there  is  a  cursed  lie  in  it,  that  she  is  neither 
young  nor  healthy,  and  besides,  it  perfectly  resembles 
the  part  she  owns.  I  will  likewise  swear  that  what  I 
must  suppose  is  written  by  the  duchess  is  your  hand ; 
and  thus  I  am  puzzled  and  perplexed  between  you,  but 
I  will  go  on  in  the  innocency  of  my  own  heart.  I  am 
got  eight  miles  from  our  ihmous  metropolis  to  a  country 
parson's,  to  whom  I  lately  gave  a  city  living  such  as  an 
Snglidi  chaplain  would  leap  at.  I  retired  thither  for 
the  public  good,  having  two  great  works  in  hand  :*  one 
to  reduce  the  whole  politeness,  wit,  humour,  and  style 
of  England  into  a  short  system  for  the  use  of  all  persons 
of  quality,  and  particularly  the  maids  of  honour.  The 
other  is  of  almost  equal  importance ;  I  may  call  it  the 
whole  duty  of  servants,  in  about  twenty  several  stations, 
fW>m  the  steward  and  waiting-woman  down  to  the 
scnllicm  and  pantry-boy.  I  believe  no  mortal  had 
ever  such  fair  invitations  as  to  be  happy  in  the  best 
company  of  England.  I  wish  I  had  liberty  to  print 
your  letter  with  my  own  comments  upon  it.  There 
was  a  fellow  in  Ireland  who,  from  a  shoc'-boy,  grew  to 
be  several  times  one  of  the  chief  governors,  wholly 
illiterate,  and  with  hardly  common  sense;  a  lord- 
lieutenant  told  the  first  king  George  that  he  was  the 
greatest  subject  he  had  in  both  kingdoms ;  and  truly 
this  character  was  gotten  and  preserved  by  his  never 
appearing  in  England,  which  was  tiie  only  wise  thing 
he  ever  did,  except  purchasing  16,000/.  a-year — ^why, 
you  need  not  stare ;  it  is  easily  applied ;  I  must  be 
absent  in  order  to  preserve  my  credit  witli  her  grace--- 
Lo,  here  comes  in  the  duchess  again  (I  know  her  by 
her  d  d's,  but  am  a  fool  for  discovering  my  art,)  to 
defend  henelf  against  my  conjecture  of  what  she  said. 
-^Madam,  I  will  imitate  your  grace,  and  write  to  you 
upon  the  same  line.  I  o«m  it  is  a  base  unromantic 
spirit  in  me  to  suspend  the  honour  of  waiting  at  your 
grace's  feet  till  I  can  finish  a  paltry  lawsuit.  It  con- 
cents, indeed,  almost  all  my  whole  fortune ;  it  is  equal 
to  half  Mr.  Pope's,  and  two-thirds  of  Mr.  Gay*s,  and 
about  six  weeks'  rent  of  your  grace's.  This  cursed 
accident  has  drilled  away  the  whole  summer.  But, 
madam,  understand  one  thing,  that  I  take  all  your 
ironical  civilities  in  a  literal  sense,  and  whenever  I 
have  the  honour  to  attend  you,  shall  expect  them  to  be 
literally  performed ;  though  perliaps  I  shall  find  it  hard 
to  prove  your  hand-writing  in  a  court  of  justice ;  but 
that  will  not  be  much  for  your  credit.  How  miserably 
has  your  grace  been  mistaken  in  thinking  to  avoid  envy 

«  "  Dialogues  of  Polite  Convenation/'  and  **  Directions  to 
SeryantD.*' 


by  running  into  exile^  wheie  it  haunts  yon  nun  tlis 
ever  it  did  even  at  courts  Non  U  dvUaSj  ms  r«s.i 
domut  in  txiUutn  mmntmt,  ted  tu  utraa^,  &»>> 
Cicero  (as  your  grace  knows},  or  so  he  might  Lu 
said. 

I  am  told  that  the  "  Craftsman**  inoaeof  his  papn 
is  offended  wi^  tiie  publishers  of  (I  suppose)  tU  U 
edition  of  the  ^^  Dunciad  ;*"  and  I  was  aaked  vbcUtrt 
you  and  Mr.  Pope  were  as  good  frieudi  to  tb«  i'  • 
disgraced  person  as  formerly  9  This  1  knev  iMtL. . 
of,  but  suppose  it  was  the  consequence  of  some  mkai' 
As  to  writing*  I  look  on  you  just  in  the  priioe  of '  - 
for  it,  the  very  season  when  judgment  and  iurraou 
draw  together.  But  schemes  are  perfectly  accidratal  • 
some  will  appear  barren  of  hints  and  matter  but  p-tr 
to  be  fruitful ;  and  others  the  contrary ;  and  vhii  ^  > 
say  is  past  doubt,  that  every  one  can  best  find  Liirj  it 
himself;  though  it  is  possible  that  sometimei  a  t*^ 
may  give  you  a  lucky  one  just  suited  to  you:  >«* 
imagination.  But  all  this  is  almost  past  with  me ; ;  .• 
invention  and  judgment  are  perpetually  at  6stv-cif> 
till  they  have  quite  disabled  each  other;  and  the  r^**- 
trifles  I  ever  wrote  are  serious  philoso^csl  luoi*". 
tions  in  comparison  to  what  I  now  busy  myself  al>(.' 
as  (to  speak  m  tbe  author  s  phrase)  the  world  nu}  -'< 
day  see. 

FROM  LADY  BETTY  GERMAIN. 

DnjrtoB,  Sefttmha  7,  :^i- 
To  show  how  strictly  I  obey  your  ordos,  I  came  fn« 
the  duchess  of  Dorset's  county-house  tDmyovii,«itf 
I  have  rid  and  walked  as  often  as  the  weather  peiairp 
me.  Nor  am  I  very  nice  in  that ;  for,  if  you  rot  a 
her,  I  was  not  bred  up  very  tenderly,  nor  a  .fine  1*:t- 
for  which  I  acknowledge  mysdf  exceedingly  oU^*: 
to  my  parents ;  for  had  I  had  that  sort  of  eduatio.  1 
should  not  have  been  so  easy  and  happy  as  I  tbaitk  (i>'' 
I'now  am.  As  to  the  gout,  indeed,  I  believe  1  ^»^- 
rive  it  from  my  ancestors ;  but  I  may  fosgive  ereo  ^ 
since  it  waited  upon  me  no  socMier ;  and  especiallj  v*' 
I  see  my  elder  and  two  younger  brothers  so  tar.'-  < 
plagued  with  it;  so  that  I  am  now  tbe  oo1t*>' 
drinker  in  my  family;  and  upon  my  woid  I  ua  j^' 
increased  in  that  since  you  first  knew  me. 

I  am  sorry  you  are  involved  in  lawsuits ;  Ma'-y 
thing  I  most  fear.  I  wish  you  had  met  with  »»  i-'*' 
plaisant  an  adversary  as  I  did  ;  for  my  lord  Ven^*^ 
rough  plagued  sir  John^  all  his  life*  time ;  bat  dechrr' 
if  ever  he  gave  the  estate  to  me,  he  would  hare  >^'f 
with  it ;  and  accordingly  has  kept  his  woid  liLc  J 
honourable  man.  I  saw  Mrsi  Barber  tbe  dii  ^' 
fore  I  came  out  of  town,  and  should  be  migfatr  (i^' 
to  serve  her ;  but  cannot  say  so  much  by  herlrasiu^ 
whom,  for  her  sake,  I  recommended  to  the  d'\i<  •• 
Dorset  to  buy  his  liveries  of.  The  first  thing  he  diJ  » -' 
to  ask  a  greater  price  than  anybody  else ;  and  «te-< 
we  were  at  Whitchurcli,  where  I  attended  their  gn^ 
he  was  informed  he  had  not  cloth  enough  in  his  ^-^ 
and  he  feared  they  would  not  be  ready  against  br  cjJ'' 
over. 

I  hope  in  God  I  shall  soon  hear  of  their  safe  U^'' 
ing ;  c  and  I  do  not  question  the  people  of  If^"* " 
liking  tliem  as  well  as  they  deserve.     I  daire  no  l«^ 
for  them ;  for,  if  you  do  not  sjwil  him  there,  wb?"  » 
think  he  has  too  good  sense  to  let  happen,  he  i*  '^ 
most  worthy,  honest,  good-natured,  great-sooW  ^ 
that  ever  was  bom.  As  to  my  duchess,  she  iss»  it^^ 
that  perhaps  she  may  not  be  at  fin*  so  much  adm.r*»^ 
but,  upon  knowledge,  I  will  defy  anybody  ujinn  <f^- 
with  sense,  judgment,  and  good  nature,  ixit  ffdy  '^ '' 

s  As  wtft  the  •uMceto  of  tbe  '•  Latrio."  uui'^^'^  ^' 
lioek,"  and  **  The  Diapenaury." 
I>  Lady  Itotty'a  huabniid. 
0  Tho  dnkc  aitd  duchess  of  Dorset 
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ilmire  ber,  but  mutt  love  and  etto«m  ha  mm  much  m 
do,  and  every  one  elie,  that  it  really  acquainted  with 
ler.  You  know  him  a  little ;  to  (br  hit  own  take  yon 
Dtut  like  him:  and  till  you  are  better  acquainted 
rith  them  both,  I  hope  *you  wiU  like  them  for  mine. 
Tour  friend  Biddy  [Biddy  Floyd]  it  jutt  the  tame  at 
be  was ;  Uugfat  tedately  and  maket  a  joke  tlily.  And 
tm,  at  I  erer  wa%  and  hope  I  ever  thall  be,  your 
MMt  lincere  iHend  and  faithful  humble  terrant, 

£.  GXBMAIN. 

OMR.  GAY  AND  .THE  DUCHESS  OF  QT7EENSBERRY. 

September  10,  17S1. 
r  your  ramble  wat  on  horseback,  I  am  glad  of  it  Jon 
crainit  of  your  health ;  but  I  know  your  artt  of  patch- 
ig  up  a  journey  between  ttage-coachet  and  friendt* 
Mchei ;  for  you  are  at  arrant  a  cockney  at  any  hoiier 
I  Cbeaptide.  One  clean  thirt  with  two  craTati^  and 
I  maujr  handkerchieft,  make  up  your  equipage ;  and 
I  for  night-gown,  it  it  clear  n^  Homer  ^t  Aga- 
i^mnon  rote  without  one.  I  have  often  had  it  in 
ij  head  to  put  it  into  yourt,  that  you  ought  to  have 
oie  great  work  in  tcheme,  which  mar  take  np  seven 
m%  to  fioish,  beside  two  or  three  under  onet  that  may 
H  another  1000/.  to  your  ttock ;  and  then  I  thall  be 
i  less  pain  about  you.  I  know  you  can  find  dinners, 
lit  you  lore  twelvepenny  coachat  too  well  without  con- 
dmng  that  the  interest  of  a  whole  1000/.  bringt  you  but 
ilf-a-crown  a-day.  I  find  a  greater  longing  than  ever 
I  eome  among  you ;  and  reason  good  when  I  am  tested 
ith  dukes  and  Jucheiies  for  a  visit,  all  my  demands 
Nnnlied  with,  and  all  excuses  cut  off.  You  remember 
Chappy  Don  Quixote!  queens  held  his  hone,  and 
vhesses  pulled  off  his  armour,"  or  something  to  that 
iirpose.  He  was  a  mean-spirited  fellow ;  I  can  say  ten 
mn  more :  O  happy,  &c.,  such  a  duchess  was  designed 

attend  him,  and  such  a  duke  invited  him  to  com- 
and  his  palace.  Nam  ittot  rtgti  ctttrot  tnemorar* 
*h,  kominmn  mtrtdicabub :  go  read  your  Plautus,  and 
WTve  Scrobilut  vapouring  after  he  had  found  the  pot 
'  guld.  I  will  have  nothing  to  do  with  that  lady :  I  have 
>ig  hated  her  on  your  account,  and  the  more  becante 
m  are  so  forgiving  at  not  to  hate  her :  however,  the 
a  good  qualitiet  enough  to  make  her  esteemed ;  but 
*  uie  grain  of  feeling.  I  only  wish  the  were  a  fool, 
haie  been  several  months  writing  near  five  hundred 
ivs  on  a  pleasant  subject,  only  to  tell  what  my  friends 
td  enemies  will  tay  on  me  afber  I  am  dead.*  I  thall 
aiali  it  looii,  for  I  add  two  lines  every  week,  and  blot 
It  fuur  and  alter  eight.  I  have  brought  in  you  and 
J  otiier  friendt,  at  well  at  enemiet  and  detracton.  It 
a  great  comfort  to  see  how  corruption  and  ill  con- 
let  are  iustrumental  in  uniting  virtuout  pertont  and 
ver<  of  their  country  of  all  denominationt :  Whig 
kd  Tory,  high  and  low  church,  at  toon  at  they  are 
ft  tn  think  freely,  all  joining  in  opinion.  If  thit  be 
^iiTection,  pmy  God  tend  me  alwayt  among  tlie  dit- 
Tecied  I  and  I  heartily  with  you  joy  of  your  tcurvy 
'^Atmetit  at  court,  which  hot  given  you  leisure  to  cuf- 
tMr  both  public  and  private  virtue ;  ueitlier  of  them 
Wty  to  lie  soon  met  within  the  walls  of  St.  James't 

Westminster.  But  I  must  here  dismiss  you,  tliat  I 
•ly  pay  my  acknowle<lgmeutt  to  the  <Iuke  fur  the  great 
><H/iir  he  lias  done  me. 

1  Ukd, — I  could  have  sworn  that  my  pride  would  be 
«av«^le  to  preserve  me  from  vanity ;  o{  which  I  have 
»u  in  great  danger  to  be  guilty  for  some  months  patt, 
i^  hy  tlie  coiMluct  of  my  lady  duchett,  and  now  by 
i4l  of  your  grace,  which  Itad  like  to  finish  the  work : 
m1  I  should  have  certainly  gone  about  thowing  my 
tter  under  the  charge  of  tecrecy  to  every  blab  of  my 
X{uaintance,  if  I  could  have  the  least  hofie  of  pre- 

•  tils  celSbratcd  ^wnm  on  his  own  dnlh. 


vailing  on  any  of  them  to  believe  that  a  man  in  so 
ohscure  a  comer,  quite  thrown  out  of  the  present  world 
and  within  a  few  steps  of  the  next,  should  receive  such 
condescending  invitations  from  two  such  persona  to 
whokn  he  is  an  utter  stranger,  and  who  know  no  more 
of  htm  than  what  they  have  heard  by  the  partial  repre- 
sentations of  a  friend.  But  in  the  mean  time  I  must 
desire  your  grace  not  to  flatter  yourself  that  I  waited 
for  your  content  to  accept  the  invitation.  I  must  be 
ignorant  indeed  not  to  know  tliat  the  duchess,  ever  since 
you  met,  has  been  most  politically  employed  in  in- 
creasing those  forces  and  sharpening  those  arms  with 
which  &e  subdued  you  at  first,  and  to  which,  the  braver 
and  wiser  you  grow,  you  will  mora  and  more  submit 
Thus  I  knew  myself  on  the  secure  side,  and  it  was  a 
mere  piece  of  good  mannen  to  insert  that  clause,  of 
which  you  have  taken  the  advantage.  But  as  I  cannot 
forbear  of  informing  your  grace  tiiat  the  duchess  s  great 
secret  in  her  art  of  government  lias  been  to  reduce  both 
your  wills  into'one ;  so  I  am  content,  in  due  observance 
to  the  forms  of  the  world,  to  return  my  most  humble 
thanks  to  your  grace  for  so  great  a  favour  as  you  are 

I»leased  to  offer  me^  and  which  nothing  but  impossibi- 
ities  shall  pievent  me  from  receiving,  since  I  am  with 
the  greatest  reason,  truth,  and  respect,  my  lord,  your 
grace's  most  obedient,  &c. 

Madam, — ^I  have  consulted  all  the  learned  in  occult 
sciences  of  my  acquaintance,  and  have  sat  up  eleven 
ni^hti  to  discover  the  meaning  of  those  two  hierogly- 
phical  lines  in  tout  grace*s  hand  at  the  bottom  of  the 
last  Amcsbury  latter,  but  all  in  vain.  Only  it  is  agreed 
thai  the  language  is  Coptic,  and  a  very  profound  Behmist 
assures  me  the  style  is  poetic,  containing  an  invitation 
from  a  very  great  person  of  the  female  sex  to  a  strange 
kind  of  man  whom  she  never  saw,  and  this  is  all  I  can 
find,  which,  after  so  many  former  invitations,  will  ever 
confirm  me  in  that  respect^  wherewith  I  am,  madam, 
your  grace's  most  obedient,  &c.     Jonathan  Swift. 

FROM  TH£  OOUNTKSS  OF  SUFFOLK.. 

Hampton  Court.  September  SS,  I73t. 
Sib, — You  seem  to  think  that  you  have  a  natural  right 
to  abuse  me  because  I  am  a  woman  and  a  courtier.  I 
have  taken  it  as  a  woman  and  as  a  courtier  ought,  witli 
great  resentment,  and  a  determined  resolution  of  re- 
venge. The  number  of  letters  that  have  been  sent,  and 
thought  by  many  to  be  yonrs,  (and  thank  God  they 
were  all  silly  ones,)  has  been  a  fair  field  to  execute  it. 
Think  of  my  joy  to  hear  you  suspected  of  folly ;  think 
of  my  pleasure  when  I  entered  the  litt  for  your  justifi- 
cation! Indeed  I  wat  a  little  ditconcerted  to  find  Mr. 
Pope  took  the  tame  tide ;  for  1  would  have  had  the  man 
of  wit,  the  dignified  divine,  the  Irish  drapier,  have 
found  no  friend  but  the  tilly  woman  and  the  courtier. 
Could  I  have  preterved  mytelf  alone  in  the  list,  I  should 
not  have  despaired,  that  this  monitor  of  princes,  this 
Irish  patriot,  this  excellent  man  at  speech  and  pen, 
should  have  closed  the  scene  under  suspicion  of  having 
a  violent  pasiion  for  Mrs.  Barber ;  and  lady  M—  ^  or 
Mrs.  Haywood  "  have  writ  the  progress  of  it.  Now,  to 
my  mortificaHon,  I  find  everyboily  inclined  to  think  you 
had  iu>  hand  in  writing  those  letters ;  but  I  every  day 
diank  Providence  that  there  is  an  epitaph  in  St.  Pa* 
trick's  cathedral,'  that  will  be  a  lasting  momiment  of 
your  imprudence.     I  cherish  this  extremely :  for,  say 

•  Tlree  iMIers  rf>rommeadini;  Mm.  Uarbrr  (the  wife  of  a 
trailflsouui  in  Ireland  who  had  taliod  >  to  thr  qnet^n.  iu  onipf  to 
forward  a  •ubacriptioo  for  loine  pooin»,  ««*?«•  fon;pd  in  thr  di*ui's 
Dain«,  and  Mmt  to  tm-  nuO's^y-  Tht*  dfan  wrolp  an  arcnnnt  of 
th«  Ihind,  and  n  JiistifieatioD  of  hlmtelf.  tn  thr  oountoii  of  Suf- 
folk, July  S4,  17S1.  to  which  this  U  in  answer. 

b  Probably  lady  Mary  Wonley  Montajpie. 

*  Mn.  Haywood,  a  wVll-kiio«n  writer  of  ■caudal  in  noTvK 

a  On  the  duke  of  Sckombeig,  often  meatioB«d  in  this  corre- 
•pondcnct*. 
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what  yon  can  to  justify  it,  I  am  convinced  /  shall  as 
easily  argue  the  world  into  the  belief  of  a  courtier's  sin* 
cerity  as  you  (with  all  yonr  wit  and  eloquence)  will  be 
able  to  convince  mankind  of  the  prudence  of  that  action. 
I  expect  to  bear  if  peace  shall  eusue,  or  war  continue 
between  us.  If  I  know  but  little  of  the  art  of  war, 
yet  you  see  I  do  not  want  courage ;  and  that  has  made 
many  an  ignorant  soldier  fight  successfully.  Besides  I 
have  a  numerous  body  of  Hght-anned  troops  to  bring 
into  the  field,  who,  when  si  ogle,  may  be  as  inconsider- 
able as  a  Lilliputian,  yet  ten  thousand  of  them  embar- 
rassed captain  Gulliver.  If  yon  send  honoumble 
articles  they  shall  be  signed.  I  insist  that  you  own  that 
you  have  been  unjust  to  me ;  for  I  have  never  forgot 
you ;  for  I  have  made  others  send  my  compliment^ 
because  I  was  not  able  to  write  myself.  If  I  cannot  jus- 
tify the  advice  I  gave  you,  from  the  success  of  it,  I 
gave  you  my  reasons  for  it :  and  it  was  your  business 
to  have  judged  of  my  capacity  by  the  solidity  of  my 
arguments.  If  the  principle  was  false,  you  ought  not  to 
have  acted  upon  it  So  you  have  been  only  the  dupe  of 
your  own  ill  judgment,  and  not  my  falsehood.  Am  I 
to  send  back  the  crown  and  the  plaid  well  packed  up 
in  my  own  character  f  or  am  I  to  follow  my  own  incli- 
nation, and  continue  very  truly  and  very  much  your 
humble  servant,  H.  Suffolk. 

TO  SIR  CHARLES  WOGAN.a 

[September  or  October,  I7SS.} 
Sir, — I  received  your  packet  at  least  two  months  ago, 
and  took  all  this  time  not  only  to  consider  maturely 
myself,  but  to  show  it  to  the  few  judicious  firiends  I  have 
in  this  kingdom.  We  all  agreed  that  the  writer  was  a 
scholar,  a  man  of  genius  and  of  honour.  We  guessed 
him  to  have  been  bom  in  this  country,  from  some  pas- 
sages ;  but  not  from  the  style  which  we  were  surprised 
to  find  so  correct,  in  an  exile,  a  soldier,  and  a  native 
of  Ireland.  The  history  of  yourself,  tdthough  part  of 
it  be  employed  in  your  praise  and  importance,  we  did 
not  dislike,  because  your  intention  was  to  be  wholly 
unknown;  which  circumstance  exempts  you  from 
any  charge  of  vanity.  However,  although  I  am  utterly 
ignorant  of  present  persons  and  things,  I  have  made  a 
shift,  by  talking  in  general  with  some  persons,  to  find 

»  Mr.  Wogan,  •  Kentleman  of  an  ancient  and  good  family  in 
Ireland,  Mnt  a  present  of  a  cask  of  SnanUh  Ousaliu  wine  to  the 
dean,  also  a  green  veKet  liag.  with  Kold  and  silk  strings,  in  which 
were  enclosed  a  paraphrase,  in  Miltouic  veiwj  on  the  seven  pe- 
nitential Psalras  of  David,  and  several  original  pieces  in  verse 
and  prose,  particularly  tlie  "  Adventures  of  Eitgenius/'  and  an 
"  Account  of  the  Gourtehip  and  Marriage  of  the  Clievalier  to 
the  l>rinres8  Sohieski."  wherein  he  renrcteiits  himself  to  have 
been  a  principal  negotiator ;  it  wjia  written  in  the  novel  stylo, 
but  a  little  heavily.  His  letter  to  the  dean  contained  also  re- 
marks on  the  "  Bi^ggar's  Opera,"  in  which  he  eonsures  the  taste 
of  the  people  of  England  anil  Ireland ;  and  concluded  wiUi  pay- 
ing the  dean  the  compliment  of  entreating  him  to  correct  his 
writings.  The  dean  receiving  them  alwiit  the  time  (1733)  Mr. 
Pilkington  was  coming  to  London  as  chaplain  to  alderman  Ikir- 
bor.  ho  put  them  into  Mr.  Pilkington's  hands  to  look  merathia 
leisure ;  but  quickly  recalled  them  into  his  own  custody.  See 
**Pilkington'8  M«fmoirB,"vol.iii.p.l68.  Thoy  were  alterwaid 
in  possession  of  dean  Swift  Tliis  Mr.  Wognn  was  a  gentle- 
man of  great  bravery  and  courage,  and  dfe&tinguishod  himself 
in  several  battles  and  slc^'cs.  He  embarked  lo  the  insuirMtioa 
of  1716.  He  was  appointed  by  the  chevalier  de  St.  George,  in 
the  year  1718,  to  take  tlie  priucess  Sobieski.  (gmnd-daughter  of 
the  famous  James  Sobieski.  king  of  Poland,  who  raided  the 
■iege  of  Vienna,)  to  whom  he  was  marrierl  by  proxy  in  Poland ; 
who,  in  her  journey  to  Rome,  was,  by  order  of  the  imtierial 
court,  made  a  prisoner  in  Tyrol,  and  closi>ly  conOned  in  the 
castle  of  luspruck  for  some  time,  when  Mr.  Wogan  undertook 
to  set  her  at  liberty  and  bring  her  safe  to  Rome,  which  he 
effi.'ctuaUy  performed  by  carrying  her  through  hU  the  giiaids ;  for 
wliteh  dangerous  and  gallant  servu»  he  was  made  a  Roman 
knight,  an  honour  tliat  wits  not  ooiiferre«l  on  a  foreigner  for  many 
centuries  liei'ore.  This  gentleman  soon  after  went  into  the  eer- 
vice  of  Spain,  ^here  he  got  a  government  a»id  other  military 
commands,  and  distinguished  himsc*if  iu  many  engagements 
being  well  kn  >wu  all  over  Europe  by  tlie  name  oi  clievnlii'r 
or  sir  Cliarles  Woi,'an. 


out  yotur  name,  your  employments,  and  some  of  ]rcs 
actions,  with  the  addition  of  such  a  character  as  wou!J 
give  full  credit  to  more  than  you  have  said  (I  die 
of  yourself)  in  the  dedicatOTy  epistle. 

You  will  pardon  a  natural  curiosity  oo  this  Mcasin, 
especially  wnen  I  began  with  ao  little,  diat  I  did  not  b 
much  as  untie  the  strings  of  die  bag  for  five  daysaflerl 
received  it,  concluding  it  must  come  from  some  Iri*^ 
friar  in  Spain,  filled  wim  monastic  spectilatioui.af  v^rli 
I  have  seen  some  in  my  life ;  little  expecting  a  btttaty. 
a  dedication,  a  poetical  translation  of  the  penibrcrUl 
psalms,  Latin  poems,  and  ^e  like,  and  all  nom  a  v  ■ 
dier.  In  these  kingdoms  you  would  be  a  most  t- 
fashionable  military  man  among  troops  where  Hbt  h> 
pretension  to  learning,  or  piety,  or  common  m:ni 
would  endanger  the  owner  to  be  ca^iered.  Alt^^ 
I  have  no  regard  for  your  trade,  from  the  judgim:  I 
make  of  those  who  profess  it  iu  these  kingdoms,  yvt  I 
cannot  but  highly  esteem  those  gentlemen  of  Ii« Jr- 
who  with  all  the  disadvantages  of  being  exila  «£ 
strangers,  have  been  able  to  distinguish  themielrff  if 
their  valomr  and  conduct  in  so  many  parts  of  lio!^^ 
I  think,  above  all  other  nations ;  which  ought  to  m*'' 
the  English  ashamed  of  the  reproaches  they  cast  on  tb^;:- 
norance,  the  dulness,  and  the  want  of  courage  in^«lr/ 
natives ;  those  defects,  wherever  they  happen,  sri^i 
only  firom  the  poverty  and  slavery  they  nxffehA 
their  inhuman  neighbours,  and  the  base  corrupt  ^•t  ^ 
of  too  many  of  the  chief  gentry,  &c.  By  suchereoisii 
these,  the  very  Greciaiu  are  grown  slavi^,  ipbss. 
and  superstitious.     I  do  assert,  that  from  sevm)  a 

r^riments  I  have  made  in  travelling  over  both  kio^*' 
have  found  the  poor  cottagers  here,  who  ooold  (t<^ 
our  language,  to  have  a  much  better  natural  tastr  ^ 
good  sense,  humour,  and  raillery,  than  ever  I  cbeir ^ 
among  people  of  the  like  sort  in  England.  But  i- 
millions  of  oppressions  they  lie  undtt,  the  tyrm^j  > 
their  landlords,  the  ridiculous  zeal  of  their  pHflfts  -^ 
the  general  misery  of  the  whole  nation,  have  W 
enough  to  damp  the  best  spirits  under  the  sun.  1  k^~- 
to  your  packet. 

Two  or  three  poetical  friends  of  mine  havereau^  * 
poems  with  very  good  approbation ;  yet  ve  all  ir>^ 
some  corrections  may  be  wanting,  and  at  the  same  n-* 
we  are  at  a  losr  how  to  venture  on  such  a  work.   <'  < 
gentleman  of  your  own  country,  name,  and  famil}.  *• 
could  do  it  best,  is  a  little  too  laxy ;  but,  ho**'  - 
something  shall  be  done,  and  submitted  to  you.  1  ''^^ 
been  oidy  a  man  of  rhymes,  and  that  upon  tnf- 
never  having  written  serious  couplets  iu  my  life; ) 
never  any  without  a  moral  view.      However,  ai »  a  • 
mirer  of  Milton,  I  will  read  yours  as  a  critic,  aud  ^' 
objections  where  I  find  anything  that  should  he  ciun.*'- 
Your  directions  about  publishing  the  epiitle  uid  '-' 
poetry  will  be  a  jioint  of  some  difficulty.    Thfj  c:^  * 
be  printed  here  with  the  least  tirufit  to  the  iot^^' 
friends  in  distress.     Dublin  boosfiellen  have  »*-* 
least  notion  of  paying  for  a  copy.     SomHim«  ^'^^ 
are  printed  here  by  subscription ;  but  they  ^  «J  " 
heavily,  that  few  or  none  make  it  turn  to  accoua?.  • 
London  it  is  otlierwise ;    but  even  there  tbe  ah'-*'' 
must  be  in  vogue,  or,  if  not  known,  be  di^rova**' 
the  style ;  or  the  work  must  be  sometliing  \hax  Li*''^ 
taste  of  the  public,  or  what  is  recommended  l>}  '^ 
presiding  men  of  genius. 

When  Milton  fiwt  publislied  his  famous  jx*^^  • ' 
first  edition  was  very  long  going  off;  few  tit\ttr  »*• 
liked,  or  understood  it ;  and  it  gained  grotintl  vr' 
by  its  merit     Nothing  but  an  uncertain  itsJe  ^'^  *"'' 
health  (caused  by  a  disposition  to  giddiness,  »^"'  - 
although  less  violent,  is  more  constant)  couW  hJvfT 
vented  my  passing  this  summer  into  Eughudfo  ■*''•. 
friends,  who  hourly  have  expected  me;  in  tlia»  '**' 
could  have  managed  this  afliair  m vself,  and  wtndd  14)' 
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radily  cooaentMl  that  my  name  sIiouUI  have  stood  at 
ni7fh  before  your  epistle;  and  by  tlie  caprice  of  the 
rorlJ,  that  circumstance  might  have  been  of  use  to 
luike  the  thing  known ;  and  consequently  better  answer 
be  charitable  purl  of  your  design,  by  inciting  people^s 
mi()»ity.  And  in  such  a  case  I  would  have  written  a 
liort  acknowledgment  of  your  letter,  and  published  it 
A  the  next  page  after  y6ur  epistle ;  but  giving  you  no 
ame,  nor  confessing  my  conjecture  of  it.  This  scheme 
sni  still  uDoo,  as  soon  as  my  health  pennits  me  to  re- 
in i  to  England. 

A»  I  am  conjectured  to  have  generally  dealt  in 
lilln-y  and  satire  both  in  prose  and  verse,  if  tliat  con- 
vture  be  right,  although  such  an  opinion  has  been  an 
Kvttute  bar  to  my  risiwg  in  the  world ;  yet  that  very 
HjrM  must  suppose  that  I  followed  what  I  thought  to 
•e  luy  talent ;  and  cliaritable  people  will  suppose  I 
uii  a  design  to  laugh  the  follies  of  mankind  out  of 
(Mttitenance,  and  as  ofUn  to  lash  the  vices  out  of  prac- 
irr.  And  then  it  will  be  natural  to  conclude,  tliat  I 
idve  some  partiality  for  such  kind  of  vrriting,  and 
tvour  it  in  others.  I  think  you  acknowledge  that  in 
\)mt  time  of  your  life  you  turned  to  tlie  rallying  part ; 
>u(  1  find  at  Tureseut  your  genius  runs  wholly  into  the 
rave  and  sublime ;  and  therefore  I  find  you  less  in- 
lulgent  to  my  way  by  your  dislike  o(  the  **  Beggar  s 
>peni,'*  in  the  persons  particularly  of  Polly  Peachum 
iid  Macheath ;  whereas  we  think  it  a  very  severe 
atire  upon  the  most  pernicious  vlllanies  of  maii- 
iiu<l.  And  so  you  are  in  danger  of  quarrelling  with 
ht  sentiments  of  Mr.  Pope,  Mr.  Gay  the  author,  Dr. 
^rbutlinot,  myself,  Dr.  Young,  and  all  the  brethren 
ilioDi  we  own.  Dr.  Young  is  the  gravest  among  us, 
u*l  yet  his  satires  have  many  mixtures  of  sharp  rail* 
cy.*  At  the  same  time  you  judge  very  truly,  that 
iW  taste  of  England  is  infiunously  corrupted  by 
tWU  of  wretches  who  write  for  their  bread;  and 
before,  I  had  reason  to  put  Mr.  Pope  on  writing 
^  poem  called  tlie  "  Dunciad ;''  and  to  hale  those 
M*MiiMJrels  out  of  their  obscurity  by  telling  their  names 
^  Intgth,  their  works,  their  adventures,  sometimes 
Wir  lodgings  and  tlieir  lineage;  not  yt/'ith  A'*  and 
^f  according  to  the  old  way,  which  would  be  un- 
uw«n  ill  a  few  years. 

As  to  your  blank  verse,  it  has  too  often  fallen  into 
iie  same  vile  hands  of  late.  One  Thomson,  a  Scotch- 
^tt»t  has  succceiled  the  best  in  that  way,  in  four  poems 
'»  has  writ  on  the  four  seasons :  yet  1  am  not  over 
iumi  uf  tliem,  because  they  are  all  description,  and  no* 
'uiiii^  is  doing ;  whereas  Milton  engages  me  in  actions 
>(  tiie  highest  imnortance :  Afodo  me  Rmnte^  modo 
^nt  Atkenu :  and  youn  on  the  seven  psalms,  &c. 
uve  some  advantages  that  way. 
^  ou  lee,  Pope,  Gay,  and  I,  use  all  our  endeavours 
^  nuke  folks  merry  and  wise,  and  profess  to  liave  no 
|f«mies,  except  knaves  and  fools.  I  confess  myself  to 
I*  exempted  from  them  in  one  article,  which  was  en- 
PW**  with  a  ministry,  to  prevent  if  possible  the 
i^iU  that  have  overrun  the  nation,  and  my  foolish  ical 
!'» endeavouring  to  save  this  wretched  island.  Where- 
in tijuugh  I   succeeded  absolutely  in  one  important 

jJwHf  Hi  power  here,  and  disobliged  the  court  of  Eng- 
I.UK1,  and  have  in  twenty  years  drawn  alwve  one  thou- 
«^»«  icorrilous  libels  on  myself,  without  any  other 
^conipense  than  the  love  of  the  Irish  vulgar,  and  two 
w  tbnv  doien  sign-posts  of  the  Drapier  in  this  city,  be- 
»*««  those  that  are  scattered  in  country  towns ;  and 
**«?  "*«f  *»  half  worn  out.  So  that  whatever  little 
P»m»  God  has  given  me,  1  may  justly  pretend  to  have 

**  So  ia  a  saw-fit  and  wet  we»thOT. 
.  Let  Yoang  and  Phillips  drudge  together.* 

A««iart  Wood's  copper  halfi^eiioe. 


been  the  worst  manager  of  it  to  my  own  advantage  of 
any  man  upon  earth. 

Aufiiit  I. 

What  I  have  above  written  has  long  lain  by  me, 
that  I  might  consider  furtlier :  but  I  have  been  partly 
out  of  order,  and  partly  iili^ued  witli  a  lawsuit  of  ten 
years*  standing,  and  I  doubt  very  ill  closed  up,  although 
it  concerns  two-thirds  of  my  little  fortune.  Think 
whether  such  periods  of  life  are  propel  to  encourage 
poetical  or  philosophical  speculations. 

I  shall  not  ther^ore  tire  you  any  longer ;  but,  witfi 
great  acknowledgment  for  the  distinction  you  please 
to  show  me,  desire  to  be  always  thought,  with  great 
truth  and  a  most  particular  esteem,  sir,  your  most 
obedient  and  obliged  servant,       Jonathan  Swift. 

We  have  sometimes  editions  printed  here  of  books 
from  England,  which  I  know  not  whether  you  are 
in  a  way  of  getting.  I  will  name  some  below,  and 
if  you  approve  of  any,  I  shall  willingly  increase 
your  liluaiy ;  they  are  small,  consequently  more  port- 
able in  your  marches,  and,  which  is  more  iniportaiif, 
tlie  present  will  be  cheaper  for  me.  Dr.  Young's 
Satires,  Mr.  Gays  Works,  Mr.  Pope  s  Works,  Pope*s 
*•  Dunciad,"  Gay's  "Fables,**  "Art  of  Polirics," 
and  some  other  trifles  in  verse,  &c. 


TO  MR.  OAY,   AND  THE   DUCHESS  OP 
gUEENSBERRY. 

Dahlia,  October  S.  1 731 . 
I  USUALLY  write  to  friends  after  a  pause  of  a  few  weeks, 
that  I  may  not  interrupt  them  in  better  company,  bet- 
ter thoughts,  and  better  diversions.  I  believe,  I  have 
told  you  of  a  great  man,  who  said  to  me,  that  he  never 
once  in  his  life  received  a  good  letter  from  Ireland ; 
for  which  there  are  reasons  enough  without  affronting 
our  understandings.  For  there  is  not  one  person  out 
of  this  country  who  regards  any  events  that  pass  here, 
unlets  he  has  an  estate  or  employment.  I  cannot  tell 
that  you  or  I  ever  gave  the  least  provocation  to  the 
present  ministry  and  much  less  to  the  court ;  and  yet 
I  am  ten  times  more  out  of  lavour  than  you.  For  my 
own  part,  I  do  not  see  the  policy  of  opening  common 
letters,  directed  to  persons  generally  known;  for  a 
man's  understanding  would  be  very  weak  to  convey 
secrets  by  the  post,  if  he  knew  any,  which  I  declare  I 
do  not :  and  besides,  I  think  the  world  is  already  so 
well  informed  by  plain  events,  that  I  question  whetlier 
the  ministers  have  any  secrets  at  all.  Neither  would 
I  be  under  any  apprehension  if  a  letter  should  be  sent 
me  full  of  treason ;  Ijecause  I  cannot  hinder  people 
from  writing  what  they  please,  nor  sending  it  to  me ; 
and  although  it  should  be  discovered  to  have  been 
opened  before  it  came  to  my  hand,  I  would  only  bum 
it  and  think  no  further.  I  approve  of  the  scheme  you 
have  to  grow  somewhat  richer,  though,  I  agree,  you 
will  meet  with  discouragements ;  and  it  is  reasonable 
you  should,  considering  what  kind  of  pens  are  at  this 
time  only  employed  and  encouraged.  For  you  must 
allow  that  the  bad  painter  was  in  the  right,  who,  hav- 
ing painted  a  cock,*  drove  away  all  the  cocks  and  hens, 
and  even  the  chickens,  for  fear  those  who  passed  by  his 
shop  might  make  a  comparison  with  his  work.  And  I 
will  say  one  thing  in  spite  of  the  post-officers,  that 
since  wit  and  learning  began  to  be  nuule  use  of  in  our 
kingdoms,  diey  were  never  professedly  thrown  aside, 
contemned  and  punished,  till  within  your  own  memory ; 
nor  dulneu  and  ignorance  ever  so  opetdy  encouraged 
and  promoted.  In  answer  to  what  you  say  of  my  liv- 
ing among  you,  if  I  could  do  it  to  my  ease :  perhapa 
you  have  heard  of  a  scheme  for  an  exchange  in  Bcrx- 
shire  proposed  by  two  of  our  friends;  but,  beside 
the  difficulty  of  adjusting  certain  circumstances,  it 
would  not  answer.    I  am  at  a  time  of  life  that  icekt 
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ease  and  independence :  you  will  bear  my  reasons  when 
you  see  those  friends,  and  I  concluded  them  with  say- 
ing :  that  I  would  rather  be  a  freeman  among  slaves, 
than  a  slave  among  freemen.  Tlie  dignity  of  my  pre- 
sent station  damps  the  pertness  of  inferior  puppies  and 
*squires,  which,  without  plenty  and  ease  ou  your  side 
the  Channel,  would  break  my  heart  in  a  mouth. 

Madam, — Se^  what  it  is  to  live  where  I  do.    I  am 
utterly  ignorant  of  that  same  Stiado  del  Poe ;  and  yet, 
if  tliat  author  be  against  lending  tr  giving  money,  I 
cannot  but  think  him  a  good  oourtier ;   wliich  1  am 
sure  your  grace  is  not, — no  not  so  much  as  to  be  a 
maid  of  honour.     For  I  am  certainly  informed,  that 
you  are  neither  a  freethinker  nor  can  sell  bargains ; 
that  you  can  neither  spell,  nor  talk,  nor  write,  nor 
think  like  a  courtier.     Then  you  pretend  to  be  re- 
spected for  qualities  which  have  been  out  of  fashion 
ever  since  you  were  almost  in  your  cradle ;  that  your 
contempt  for  a  fine  petticoat  is  an  infallible  mark  of 
disaffection ;   which  is  further  confirmed  by  your  ill 
taste  for  wit,  in  preferring  two  old-fashioned  poets  be- 
fore Duck  or  Cibbcr.     Besides,  you  spell  in  such  a 
manner  as  no  court  lady  can  read,  and  write  in  such 
an  old-fashioned  style,  as  none  of  them  can  understand. 
You  need  not  be  in  jiain  about  Mr.  Gay's  stock  of 
health.  I  promise  you  he  will  spend  it  all  upon  laziness, 
and  run  deep  in  debt  by  a  winter's  repose  in  town ; 
therefore  I  entreat  your  grace  will  order  him  to  move 
his  chops  less  and  his  legs  more,  for  the  six    cold 
months,  else  he  will  spend  all  his  money  in  physic  and 
coach-hire.     I  am  in  much  perplexity  about   your 
grace's  declaration  of  the  manner  in  which  you  dispose 
what  you  call  your  love  and  respect,  which,  you  say, 
are  not  paid  to  merit,  but  to  your  own  humour.   Now, 
madam,  my  misfortune  is,  that  I  have  nothing  to  plead 
but  abundance  of  merit ;   and  there  goes  an  ugly  ob- 
servation, that  the  humour  of  ladies  is  apt  to  change. 
Now,  madam,  if  I  should  go  to  Amesbury  with  a  great 
load  of  merit,  and  your  grace  happen  to  be  out  of 
humour,  and  will  not  purchase  my  merchandise  at  the 
price  of  your  respect,  the  goods  may  be  damaged,  and 
nobody  else  will  take  them  off  my  hands.  .Besides,  you 
have  declaied  Mr.  Gaj  to  hold  the  first  part,  and  J, 
but  the  second ;  which  is  hard  treatment,  since  I  shall  be 
the  newest  acquaintance  by  some  years ;   and  I  will 
appeal  to  all  the  rest  of  your  sex,  whether  such  an  in- 
novation ought  to  be  allowed?     I  should  be  ready  to 
say  in  the  common  forms,  that  I  was  much  obliged  to 
the  lady  who  wished  she  could  give  me  the  best  living, 
&c.,  if  I  did  not  vehemently  suspect  it  was  the  very 
same  lady  who  spoke  many  things  to  me  in  the  same 
style,  and  also  with  regard  to  the  gentleman  at  your 
elbow  when  you  writ,  whose  dupe  he  was,  as  well  as 
of  her  waiting  woman ;  but  they  were  both  arrant  knaves, 
as  I  told  him  and  a  thirtl  friend,  though  they  will  not 
believe  it  to  this  day.     I  desire  to  present  my  most 
humble  respects  to  my  lord  duke,  and  with  my  hearti- 
est prayer  for  the  prosperity  of  the  whole  family,  re* 
main  your  grace's,  &c.  Jonathan  Swift. 

TO  TIIE  COUNTESS  OP  SUFFOLK. 
•hjr  X.'         ,    ,     ,.    .  October  26,  1731. 

MADAM,—! our  ladyships  last  letter  made  me  a  little 
grave,  and  in  going  to  answer  it,  I  was  in  danger  of 
leanmg  on  my  elbow  (I  mean  my  left  elbow)  to  con. 
sider  wliat  I  should  wnte ;  which  posture  I  never  used 
except  when  I  was  under  a  necessity  of  writing  to 
fools,  or  lawyers,  or  ministers  of  state,  where  I  am  to 
consider  what  is  to  be  said.  But  as  I  write  to  a  per- 
son whom  1  esteem,  I  am  in  no  pain  at  all. 

It  would  be  an  injury  to  you  or  Mr.  Pope,  to  give 
thanks  to  either  of  you  for  justifying  me  about  tYnm 
lettCTB  sent  to  tiie  queen,  because  to  think  me  gnilty 
•otW  disgrace  your  undentandings ;    and,  as  he  u 


my  best  friend,  so  your  ladyship  owes  me  no  maliw. 
except  that  of  raillery ;  and  good  raillery  is  alwiji 
sincere.  And  if  her  majesty  were  deceived,  it  wot^ 
lessen  my  opinion  of  her  judgment ;  which  would  r 
otherwise  affect  me  than  by  making  me  sorry  upn. 
her  own  account  But  what  your  ladyship  «oail 
have  me  discover,  through  all  your  refined  civil-ti^, 
is  my  great  imprudence  in  ordering  that  monameorb 
be  fixetl  in  my  cathedral.  I  shsUl  not  trouMe  va 
with  a  long  story — ^but  if  ever  a  numerous  TeuEfiw 
body  of  dignified  clergymen  had  reason  to  compbig 
of  the  highest  repeated  indignity,  in  return  cf  i-s 
greatest  honour  offered  by  them  to  persons  ^j  wer 
wholly  strangers  to,  then  my  chapter  is  not  to  'e 
blamed,  nor  I  who  proposed  the  matter  to  them :  whA 
however,  I  could  have  done  ^by  my  own  autlicrlx 
but  rather  chose  it  should  be  the  work  of  us  iL 
And  I  will  confess  it  was  upon  their  advice  lb*  I 
omitted  the  only  two  passages  which  had  much  l^- 
ness  in  them ;  and  which  a  bishop  here,  oih*  aftn  voer 
own  heart,  blamed  me  very  much  for  leaving  ftf; 
declaring  that  the  treatment  given  us  by  the  Sch"» 
berg  Ikmily  deserved  a  great  deal  wofse.  Ir-dn^i 
madam,  I  shall  not  attempt  to  convince  Koglaod  ef 
anything  that  relates  to  this  kingdom,  llie  dof^ff. 
whom  you  mention,  could  not  do  it  in  relatiitD  tu  t? 
halfpence.  Neither  can  the  parlioxneut  here  c^ 
vince  you  that  we  ought  not  to  be  just  now  in  so  a::- 
serable  condition  in;,  every  article  <yf  distress.  Wb 
should  the  Schomberg  family  be  so  uneasy  at  a  tioK 
they  were  so  long  warned  of,  and  were  told  they  mif^ 
prevent  for  50/.?  But  here  I  wish  your  ladf^r 
would  put  the  queen  in  mind  of  what  passed  btiwm 
her  majesty  and  me  upon  the  subject  of  Irehuid,  vte 
she  was  princess  of  Wales,  and  appeared  so  mod  *)> 
pity  this  distressed  kingdom,  and  gave  me  Inn  la 
write  to  her  if  ever  1  should  live  to  see  her  qoeeo;  tho.' 
she  would  answer  my  letter,  and  promised,  that  in  ik- 
a  case  she  would  use  all  her  credit  to  relieve  K 
Whereupon  I  desired  Dr.  Arbuthnot,  who  was  prvmi 
to  be  witness  of  what  she  said  ;  and  her  majoBtT  c*^ 
firmed  it.      I  will  not  ask  what  the  event  han  be 

If  any  state  scribble  writ  here  should  hapftu  i- 

reach  London,  I  entreat  your  ladyship  would  coottsB? 
to  do  me  the  justice  of  believing  my  timoee«e,  \<^- 
cause  I  lately  assured  the  duke  of  Dorset  that  I  vntl  - 
never  have  a  hand  in  any  such  thing.  But  I  garv  Ian 
iny  reason  before  hik  Secretary ;  that  looking  upm  ^ 
kingdom's  condition  as  absolutely  desperate,  1  vudJ 
not  prescribe  a  dose  to  the  dead.  86nie  parti  of  r^* 
letter  I  do  not  imderstand.  Mrs.  Barber  was  mxe- 
mended  to  me  by  Dr.  Delany,  who  is  now  in  Lomifts. 
and  whom  1  once  presented  to  you  at  Maihle-^Ol 
She  seems  to  be  a  woman  of  piety  and  geniiic;  v-^ 
though  I  never  visited  her  in  my  lil^  yst  was  I  diipowJ 
to  do  her  good  ofllces  on  tlie  doctor  s  account,  and  ^ 
own  good  character.      By  liKly  M-  I  asai' 

guess  whom  you  mean.     Mrs.  Haywood  1  have  haxi 
of  as  a  stupid,  infamous,  scribbling  woman,  but  tu^' 
not  seen  any  of  her  productions.     And  now,  madsn. 
I  utterly  acquit  your  ladyship  of  all  things  that  ms} 
concern  me,  except  your  good  opinion,  and  that  tit? 
little  share  I  can  pretend  to  in  your  memory.    1 1>^<^ 
knew  a  lady  who  had  so   many  qualitiai  to  ^ 
esteem ;  but  how  you  act  as  a  friend  »  out  tit  mr  v*^ 
to  judge.     As  to  the  queen,  whom  I  nevef  offewW, 
since  it  would  be  presumption  in  me  to  inagioe  I  f^^ 
came  voluntarily  into  her  thoughts,  so  it  moit  hf  « 
mortification  to  tbink,  when   I  happen  to  be  nimrd  \o 
her  presence,  it  is  usually  to  my  disadvantsge.    I  (^ 
member  to  have  once  told  hef  majesty,  hmr  huA  i 
thing  it  was  that  when  a  prince  or  great  miatster  b*^ 
once  received  an  ill  impressioD   of  any  wnott*  f^ 
though  from  the  most  iklse  infonnatioO}  alttoafk  the 
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irinceweredemoiMtnbly  eooTinced  of  the  penon*!  io- 
Kxxnce,  yet  the  imprenion  ftill  continued  ;  and  her 
najfrty  condemned  the  wverity  of  such  a  proceeding. 
haJ  laid  the  Mune  thing  before  to  sir  R.  Wal^le j 
rho,  upon  reporting  it  to  others,  was  pleased  to  gire  it 

I  turn  that  I  did  not  deserve.  I  remember  the  plaid, 
nt  I  foivot  the  crown,  and  the  meaning  of  it.  If 
rou  bad  thought  fit  to  hare  sent  me  as  much  of  the 
tlaid  as  would  have  made  me  a  moming^cap  before 
t  fell  to  the  share  of  the  lowest  of  your  women,  I 
hould  have  been  proud  that  my  head  should  have 
rem  your  livery.  But  if  you  are  weary  of  your  cha- 
pter, it  must  lie  upon  my  hands,  for  I  know  no  other 
rbom  it  will  fit.  And  if  your  ladyship  will  not  allow 
t  to  be  a  character,  I  am  sure  it  may  pass  for  apredic- 
ion.  I  f  you  should  put  the  same  fancy  into  the  queen's 
leail,  I  must  send  her  a  much  larger  character,  and  ia 
nral  paper,  otherwise  she  will  not  be  able  to  wrap  the 
landle  in  it.  I  fear  so  long  a  letter  is  beyond  your 
nerry  to  forgive ;  but  your  ladyship  is  sure  to  be  easy 
iU  Mr.  Pope  shall  tell  me  that'you  are  content  to  receive 
Aothpr.    I  should  be  heartily  sorry  if  your  increase 

II  honour  and  employment  has  not  been  accompanied 
rith  increaw'  of  health.  Let  Mr.  Pope  in  all  his 
rtten  gire  me  a  particular  account  on  this  head,  and 
my  God  I  may  never  have  the  least  motive  to  pity 
00.  For  as  a  courtier,  I  forgive  your  ame  endurcie  ; 
rhicb  I  once  charged  on  my  lord  Chesterfield,  and  he 
lid  not  dislike  it  And  you  have  not  a  favourite  or 
Utterer  who  makes  more  outward  offen  of  wiihes  for 
our  ease  and  happiness  than  I  do  prayers  from  the  hot- 
mp{  my  heart,  w  hich  proceed  entirely  (rom  that  res]»ect 
<iJ  esteem  wherewith  I  am,  madam,  your  ladyship's 
luftt  obedient  humUe  servant,     Jonathan  Swift* 


FROM  lADY  BETTY  GERMAIN. 

November  4, 1731. 

BKLiEvs  in  my  conscience,  that  thirogh  you  bad 
niwered  mine  before,  the  second  was  nevertheless 
relcome. 

So  much  for  your  toptcript,  not  pottteripi  ;  and  in 
ery  sincere  earnest  I  heartily  thank  you  for  remem- 
«nug  me  so  often.    Since  I  came  out  of  the  country 
oy  riding  days  are  over ;  for  I  never  was  for  your 
lyde-park  courses,  although  my  courage  serves  me 
cry  well  at  a  hand-gallop  in  the  country,  six  or  seven 
niles,  with  one  horseman  and  a  ragged  lad,  a  labourer's 
oy,  that  is  to  be  clothed  when  he  can  run  fast  enough 
»  kirp  up  with  my  horse,  who  has  yet  only  proved 
lit  dexterity  by  escaping  from  schooL  But  my  courage 
uU  me  for  riding  in  town,  where  I  should  have  the 
atipiness  to  meet  with  plenty  of  your  very  pretty 
rlJuws  that  manage  their  own  horses  to  show  tlicir  art ; 
r  that  think  a  postilion's  cap  with  a  white  frock  the 
aoit  becoming  cfress.    These  and  their  grooms  1  am 
QQrt  bitterly  afraid  of,  because,  you  must  know,  if  my 
omplaisant  friend,  your  Presbyterian  housekeeper,* 
an  remember  anything  lil^e  such  days  with  me,  that 
I  a  very  good  reason  for  me  to  remember  tliat  time  is 
att ;  and  your  tonpets  would  rejoice  to  see  a  horse 
liruw  an  ancient  gentlewoman. 

I  am  sorry  to  hear  you  are  no  wiser  in  Ireland  than 
re  Knglish ;  fur  our  birthday  was  as  line  as  hands 


elM  Itehind  has  atraogely  depraved  your  taste,  and  that 
my  own  vanity  will  not  let  me  believe  since  you  still 
fifnttpr  me. 

Why  do  you  tantaliae  me?  Let  me  see  you  in 
England  again  if  you  dare ;  and  choose  your  residence, 
summer  or  winter,  St  James'S'Mum  or  Drayton.  I 
defy  you  in  all  shapes,  be  it  dean  of  St.  Patrick's 
governing  England  or  Ireland,  or  politician  dmpier. 
But  my  choice  should  be  « the  parson  in  lady  Betty's 
chamber." 

Make  haste  then  if  you  have  a  mind  to  oblige  your 
ever  sincere  hearty  old  friend.  Lady  BETfr. 


dlow  her  example  in  all  things,  they  cannot  do  amiss. 
Vrid  I  dare  say  you  will  soon  find  that  the  more  you 
;riow  of  them  both  the  better  you  will  like  them ;  or 

•  Ml*.  Brenl.  widow  of  a  printer  ia  Dablio,  with  whom  the 
iraa  Ind^M  when  a  young  man. 

^  The  dttcbcM  of  Donet  appeared  at  the  easlla  of  Dahlia 
rholU  elad  in  the  nanufcctures  of  Ireland  oa  hk  mideaiy's 
lirthaay  in  17U,  whsa  the  daka  was  a  aosond  tiaM  lord'Uea- 
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PROM  MB.  GAY  AND  THE  DUKE  OF  QUEENSBBBRY.' 
Fob  about  this  month  or  six  weeks  past  I  have  been 
rambling  from  home,  or  have  been  at  what  I  may  not 
improperly  call  other  homes,  at  Dawley  and  at  Twick- 
enham ;  and  I  really  think  at  every  one  of  my  hom» 
you  have  as  good  a  pretension  as  myself;  for  I  find 
them  aU  exceeding  isappointcd  by  the  lawsuit  that 
has  kept  you  this  summer  from  us.    Mr.  Pope  told 
me  that  afiair  was  now  over,  that  you  have  the  estate 
which  was  your  security ;  I  wish  you  had  your  own 
money ;  for  I  wish  you  free  from  every  engagement 
that  keeps  us  from  one  another.  1  think  you  deciphered 
the  last  letter  we  sent  you  very  judiciously.     You 
may  make  your  own  conditions  at  Ameebury,  where  I 
am  at  pre^nt ;  you  may  do  the  same  at  Dawley ;  and 
Twickenham  you  know  is  your  own.     But  if  you 
rather  choose  to  live  with  me  (that  is  to  say,  if  you 
will  give  up  your  right  and  title)  I  will  purchase  the 
house  you  and  I  used  to  dispute  about  over  against 
Ham-walks,  on  purpose  to  entertain  you.    Name  your 
day,  and  it  shdl  be  done.    I  have  lived  with  you; 
and  1  wish  to  do  so  again  in  any  place  and  upon  any 
terms.    The  duchcu  does  not  know  of  my  writing,  but 
I  promised  to  acquaint  the  duke  the  next  time  I  wrote 
to  you,  and  for  aught  I  know  he  may  tell  the  duchess, 
and  she  may  tell  sir  William  Wyndham,  who  U  now 
here ;  and  for  fear  they  should  all  .have  something  to 
say  to  you,  I  leave  the  rest  of  the  paper  till  I  see  the 
duke. 

THB  DUKB. 

Mb.  Gay  tells  me  you  aeem  to  doubt  what  authority 
my  wife  and  be  have  to  invite  a  penoa  hither,  who  by 
agreement  if  to  have  the  government  of  the  place  dnrmg 
his  stay;  when  at  the  same  time  itdoesnotanpear  that 
the  present  master  of  the«  demewies  has  been  con- 
sultsd  in  it    The  truth  of  the  matter  is  this;  I  did 
not  know  whether  you  might  not  have  suspected  me 
for  a  sttt  of  a  pert  coxcomb  had  I  put  in  my  word  m 
the  late  correspondence  between  you  and  my  wife. 
Ladies  (by  the  courtesy  of  the  world)  enjoy  privUegea 
not  allowed  to  men ;  and  in  many  cases  the  same  thing 
is  called  a  favour  from  a  lady  which  might  nerhaps  be 
looked  upon  as  impertinence  from  a  man.    Upon  this 
reflection  I  have  hittierto  refrained  from  writing  to  you, 
having  never  had  the  pleasure  of  conversing  with  you 
otherwise;  and  as  that  is  a  thing  I  most  sincerely  wish, 
I  would  not  venture  to  meddle  in  a  negotiation  that 
seemed  to  be  in  ao  fair  a  way  of  producing  that  de- 
sirable end-     But  our  friend  John  has  not  done  me 
justice  if  he  has  never  mentioned  to  you  how  much  I 
wish  for  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you  here;  and  though 
I  have  not  till  now  avowedly  taken  any  steps  toward 
bringing  it  about,  what  has  passed  conducive  to  »*»>«» 
been  all  along  with  my  privity  and  consent,  and  I  do 
I  now  formaUy  ratify  all  the  preliminary  ajticleii  and 
conditions  agreed  to  on  the  part  of  my  wife,  and  will 
undertake  for  the  due  obeervance  of  them.     I  depend 
upon  my  friend  John  to  answer  for  my  sincerity,     I 

»  Indorsed  *'  No  dale:  reertvsd  November  0,  im.*' 
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was  not  long  at  court,  and  liave  been  a  country  gentle* 

man  for  some  time. 

Poll  manuB  sub  linas  darque  dds. 
Sive  hig  fig  gnipite  giian».« 


THE  REV.  MR.  PILKINOTON  TO  MR.  BOWYER  THE 

PRINTER. 

November  9, 17S1. 
Sib,' — I  have  been  much  surpriBed  at  your  long  silence, 
and  perhaps  you  have  been  affected  in  the  same  manner 
at  mine.  But  as  I  hope  always  to  preserve  the  friendship 
we  have  begun,  I  must  acquaint  you  with  the  reasoui 
of  my  conduct. 

I  have  the  misfortune  to  live  in  a  scene  of  great 
hurry ;  and  between  attending  those  who  live  in  high 
stations  who  honour  me  with  their  friendBhip,  and  dis* 
charging  the  duties  of  my  profession,  I  have  scarce  a 
moment  disengaged ;  yet  I  constantly  desired  my  frieDd 
Faulkner  to  write  to  you  in  my  name,  because  I 
imagined  it  would  save  postage ;  and  I  thought  it  un- 
reasonable to  trouble  you  with  my  letters  when  I  bad 
no  very  urgent  business  to  write  to  you  upoft,  and  had 
too  many  obligations  to  you  to  think  of  adding  to  your 
expense.  But  I  cannot  imagine  what  you  can  plead 
in  your  case  for  your  neglect  of  writing  to  me,  who  am 
desirous  to  contiirafe  a  constant  correspondence ;  1  shall 
be  glad  to  hear  you  justify  yourself. 

Yesterday  I  saw  a  letter  of  yours  to  Mr.  Faulkner, 
and  on  so  distressful  a  subject  that  I  very  sensibly 
shared  in  your  affliction.^  1  am  naturally  apt  to  pity 
the  woes  of  my  fellow  creatures,  but  the  wounds  of 
my  friend  are  my  own.  Here  my  office  ought  to  be  to 
administer  comfort  to  you  in  so  great  a  calamity,  but 
I  know  how  much  easier  it  is  to  preach  patience  and 
resignation  than  to  practise  either.  The  strongest  reason 
acts  but  feebly  upon  the  heart  that  is  loaded  with 
grief,  nor  is  the  highest  eloquence  powerful  enough  to 
heal  a  wounded  spirit.  Time  and  a  firm  trust  in 
Divine  Providence,  which  undoubtedly  orders  all 
things  for  the  best,  are  the  only  ministers  of  comfort  in 
our  misfortunes;  and  I  hope  your  own  virtue  will 
enable  you  to  bear  this  affliction  with  die  resolution  of 
a  Christian,  though  joined  with  all  the  tenderness  of  a 
friend  and  the  fondest  esteem  for  the  memory  of  that 
relation  you  have  lost 

I  desired  Mr.  Faulkner,  about  six  weeks  ago,  to 
return  you  my  thanks  for  your  kindness  in  procuring 
me  the  boolu  from  Mr.  Giles's,  which  I  received  safe, 
and  also  ihe  box  of  those  writings  of  mine ;  and  I  am 
extremely  grieved  to  find  that  Faulkner  neglected 
mentioning  either.  I  had  not  known  it  only  for  your 
postscript  wherein  you  desire  to  know  whether  I  received 
them.  I  would  have  vrrote  to  you  before  this  if  I  had 
not  believed  that  your  charge  was  paid ;  for  Dr.  Delany 
is,  I  believe,  by  this  time  in  Lonaon ;  and  he  wrote  to 
me  from  Bath  for  directions  where  to  find  you  in 
London,  tiiat  he  might  payoff  his  bill,  and  return  you 
his  thanks  for  your  kindness  to  us.  Let  me  beg  the 
favour  of  you  to  acquaint  Mr.  Giles  with  this,  because 
I  would  not  for  any  consideration  seem  to  forget  my 
creditor^  though  in  another  coutitry.  Tf  Dr.  Delany 
be  not  come  to  you,  I  desire  you  will  inquire  out  his 
lodgings ;  and  I  believe  you  may  be  informed  either 
at  lord  Bolingbroke's  or  Mr.  Perclval*B,  in  Conduit- 
street.  Tell  him  your  name  whenever  you  go  to  wait 
upon  him,  and  I  assure  you  the  doctor  will  be  extremdy 
friendly  to  you,  and  glad  to  see  you,  for  I  have  oflen 
talked  to  him  of  you. 

I  received  ninety-four  books*'  from  you,  but  I  believe 
you  must  commit  tliem  to  the  charge  of  Mr.  Faulkner, 
because  I  have  no  opportunity  of  selling  but  b^towing 

■  This  is  another  hand ;  poaribly  air  W.  Wyndham's. 

^  The  death  of  Mrs.  Bowyer. 

c  Mr.  Pilkiiigtou's  poems,  printed  in  1730. 


them ;  for  when  any  of  my  friends  are  dcweustoluH 
one,  and  ask  roe  where  they  are  to  be  had,  I  am  aivan 
too  geuerous  or  too  bashful  (which  is  a  great  rariti 
among  us  Irish)  to  accept  of  payment  for  them;  aod 
by  this  means  I  shall  be  under  the  neoesuty  of  givia( 
all  away,  which  would  be  too  expensive  an  article  t« 
me.  Now  what  1  think  would  answer,  would  beti 
send  what  I  have  not  bestowed  to  Mr.  Faulkner,  «ad 
let  him  publish  in  his  newspaper  that  be  has  imported 
some  of  those  books,  and  let  him  be  acoountahle  to  jn 
for  the  sale.  I  wrote  to  you  lor  thirty,  which  I  n- 
pected  to  give  away,  and  1  believe  I  bave  distribuiird 
so  many.  When  I  receive  your  answer,  I  will  |tiv 
you  a  particular  account,  and  remit  yoa  the  mawi  fcr 
them  me  first  opportunity.  If  I  find  Dr.  Dehofi 
lodgings  out  from  any  friends  heie,  or  from  bis  hs^ 
to  me,  I  will  give  you  iromediata  notioe.  I  sbaiU  b 
glad  to  have  any  catalogues  that  were  now  seUisK  " 
London ;  and  if  you  could  send  any  0i  ^em,  <v  my 
other  little  pamphlets,  they  may  be  directed  Id  tk 
lord-bishop  of  Killala,  in  Dublin,  idt  me.  I  new 
received  either  the  "  Monthly  Chronicle**  for  Maul 
nor  the  ''Historia  Literaria**  for  ditto;  I  beliert  tf 
miscarried  by  being  directed  to  Faulkner;  diej  v« 
not  for  Dr.  Delany,  but  for  another  gentleman  to  tvnt 
but  I  had  forgot  till  the  gentleman  aaked  me  for  tb« 
the  other  day.  1  diall  be  glad  to  hear  fiea  tw 
soon ;  and  am  your  most  sincere  friead. 

Matt.  Pxlszn6to!i. 

There  is  one  Green,  a  bookseller,  lately  cone  frnn 
Lotidon  to  this  town,  who  has  imported  s  rfn 
curions  collection  of  books,  but  he  has  rated  throw 
excessively  dear,  and  seems  to  act  so  han^tilv  ia 
the  sale  of  them,  that  1  believe  above  tbree-fouitlii  d 
them  will  be  sent  back  to-morrow  to  England  again 
I  made  the  dean  of  St  Patrick's  go  with  me  tbm 
the  first  morning;  but  all  the  hooks  were  too  de£ 
for  either  of  us. 


FBOM  MR.  GAY  AND  MR.  POPE. 

Deopmbet  1. 1^1. 
YoTi  used  to  complain  that  Mr.  Pope  and  I  would  ii«!<'. 
you  speak  ;  you  may  now  be  even  with  us,  and  tal^c  >•' 
out  in  writhig.     If  yuu  do  not  send  to  me  now  ai-l 
then,  the  post-office  will  think  me  of  no*  coosequtiKt. 
for  I  have  no  correspondent  but  you.     You  may  Iff? 
as  far  from  us  as  you  please,  you  cannot  be  tx^'i 
by  those  who  ever  knew  you,  and  therefore  pieaee  b» 
by  sometimes  showing  that  I  am  not  forgot  by  yoa.   I 
have  nothing  to  take  me  off  my  friendship  to  yoo;  1 
seek  no  new  acquaintance,  and  court  no  favour ;  I 
spend  no  shillings  in  coaches  or  chairs  to  \efte%  cr 
great  vUits,  and  as  I  do  not  want  Uie  assistance  «f 
some  that  I  formerly  conversed  with,  I  will  ttot  m 
much  as  seem  to  seek  to  be  a  dependant.    Ai  to  m 
studies,  I  have  not  been  entirely  iole,  though  I  cano^t 
say  that  I  have  vet  perfected  anything.     What  I  hxf 
done  is  somethmg  m  the  way  of  those  fables  1  ^ax* 
already  published.     All  the  money  I  get  is  I7  aarinc. 
so  that  by  habit  there  may  be  some  hopes  (if  I  p*^ 
richer)  of  my  becoming  a  miser.     AU  misers  bare  tfanr 
excuses ;  the  motive  to  my  parsimony  is  indepen<lA^^ 
If  I  were  to  be  represented  by  the  duchess,  (she  is  «<^ 
a  downright  niggard  for  me,)  this  character  migbt  »< 
be  allowed  me;  but  I  really  think  I  am  eo%tte^ 
enough  for  any  who  lives  at  the  court  end  of  the  ton. 
and  who  is  as  poor  as  myself;  for  I  do  not  pretrud  tbat 
I  am  equally  saving  with  S-- — k.     Mr,  Levis  doufd 
you  might  be  told  that  he  has  5/.  of  youisin  bis  hsn^ 
which  he  fancies  you  may  have  forgot,  for  ht  v^U 
hardly  allow  that  a  verseman  can  have  a  jost  koo*' 
ledge  of  his  own  affairs.     When  you  got  rid  of  jo^ 
lawsuit  I  was  in  hopes  that  you  had  got  yoorewD  sua 
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m»  free  from  eraiy  Texationof  the  Uw ;  but  Mr.  Pope 
tlb  me  you  are  iiot  entirely  out  of  your  perplexity, 
bough  you  have  the  eecurity  noir  ia  your  own  poww 
k» ;  but  ftill  your  eaee  is  not  ao  had  m  captain  Gulli- 
tx\  who  wae  ruined  by  having  a  decree  for  him  with 
oiU.  I  have  had  an  iojunetion  for  me  against  pirating 
eoksellers,  which  I  am  sure  to  get  nothing  by,  and 
rill,  I  fear,  in  tlie  end  drain  me  of  some  money.  When 
begao  this  proeeeatioa,  I  fancied  there  would  be  some 
ml  of  it;  but  the  law  still  goee  on,  and  it  is  nrobable 
ihall  some  time  or  other  see  an  attorney's  bill  as  long 
I  Uie  book.  Poor  duke  Disney  is  dead,  and  has  left 
rhat  he  had  among  his  friends,  among  whom  are  lord 
Mingbroke,  5001. ;  Mr.  Pelham,  dOO/. ;  sir  William 
I'yndham's  youngest  son,  500/. ;  gen.  Hill,  500/. ; 
vrU  Maiham's  son,  500/. 

VoQ  have  the  good  wishes  of  those  I  eonverae  with ; 
bey  know  they  gratify  me  when  they  remember  fyou ; 
>ut  I  really  think  they  do  it  purely  for  your  own  sake. 

am  ntisfled  with  the  love  and  friendship  of  good 
imit  and  envy  not  the  demerits  of  those  who  are  most 
onipicQously  disringuished.  Therefore  as  I  set  a  just 
aliic  upon  your  inendship,  you  cannot  please  me  more 
ban  letting  me  now  and  men  know  that  you  remember 
oe ;  the  only  salislhction  of  distant  friends ! 

P.S.  Mr.  Gay's  is  a  good  letter ;  mine  will  be  a  very 
lull  one ;  and  yet  what  you  will  think  the  worst  of  it 
I  what  should  be  its  excuse,  that  I  write  in  a  hodach 
bat  has  lasted  three  days.  I  am  never  ill  but  I  think 
•f  jrour  ailments,  and  repine  that  they  mutually  binder 
•or  being  together;  though  in  one  point  I  am  apt  to 
iiflrr  from  you,  for  you  shun  your  friends  when  you 
UY  in  those  circumstances  and  1  desire  them ;  your 
Fif  is  the  more  generous,  mine  the  mora  tender.  Lady 
>uffoIk  took  your  letter  very  kindly,  for  I  had  prepared 
wr  to  expect  no  answer  under  a  twelvemonth ;  but 
iindness  perhaps  is  a  word  not  applicable  to  courtiers. 
Wever,  she  is  an  extraordinary  woman  here,  who 
rill  do  you  common  justice.  For  God's  sake,  why  all 
lui  icninle  about  lord  Bolingbroke*s  keeping  your 
uses,  woo  has  a  park  :  or  about  my  keeping  you  on 
t  pint  of  wine  a>day  ?  We  ara  infinitely  riclier  than 
iott  imagine;  John  Gay  shall  help  me  to  entertain  you, 
hou|^  you  come  like  a  king  Lear  with  fifty  knights. — 
rinugh  such  prospects  as  I  wish  cannot  now  be  formed 
'«K  Hxing  you  with  us,  time  may  provide  better  before 
roQ  part  again;  the  old  lord*  may  die,  the  benefice 
nsy  drup,  or,  at  worst,  you  may  carry  me  into  Irehwd. 
^00  will  see  a  work  of  lord  Rolingbroke's  and  one  of 
nine;  which,  with  a  jujt  neglect  of  the  present  age, 
wiiuU  only  posteritv;  and,  with  a  noble  scorn  of 
nlitica,  aspire  to  philosophy.     I  am  glad  you  resolve 

0  meddle  no  more  with  the  low  concerns  and  interests 
»f  parties  even  of  countries[(for  countries  are  but  larger 
nrtics).  Quid  verwn  atfue  decent,  carrarr,  «f  rogare, 
*ttnm  «V.  I  am  much  pleased  with  your  design 
i\vn  Rochefoncault's  maxim,  pray  finish  it.^  I  am 
(M17  whenever  you  join  our  names  together ;  so  would 
^r.  Arbathnot  be,  but  at  this  time  he  can  be  pleased 
*i(li  nothing,  for  his  darling  son  is  dying  in  all  pro* 
^ility,  by  the  melancholy  account  I  received  this 
•nyniing, 

1^  paper  you  ask  me  about  is  of  little  value.  It 
m]^it  have  hien  a  seasonable  satire  upon  the  scandal- 
»n  language  and  passion  with  which  men  of  con- 
iitioii  have  stooped  to  treat  one  another:  surely  they 
umfioe  too  much  to  the  people  when  they  sacrifice 
••'  ir  own  characters,  families,  &c.,  to  the  diversion  of 
'^•tt  rabble  of  readers.  I  agree  with  you  in  my  con- 
I'^pt  of  most  ^pularity,  fame,  ftc.    Even  as  a  writer 

1  an  cool  in  it;  and  whenever  you  see  what  J  am 

•  ^mtA  fit  John,  father  of  Bolingbroke. 
h  1110  dean's  poem  oa  hia  own  dvalh. 


now  writing,*  you  will  !«  conviitce«1  I  woulil  pltMw 
but  a  few,  and  (if  I  could)  make  mankind  less  ad- 
mirers, and  greater  reasoners.  I  study  much  more  to 
render  my  own  portion  of  being  easy,  and  to  keep  this 
peevish  frame  of  the  human  body  in  good  humour. 
Infirmities  have  now  quite  unmaraied  me,  and  it  will 
delight  you  to  hear  they  are  not  increased,  though  not 
diminished.  I  thank  God  I  do  not  very  much  want 
people  to  attend  'me,  though  mv  mother  now  cannot. 
AVhen  I  am  sick,  I  lie  down ;  when  I  am  better,  I  rise 
up :  I  am  used  to  the  headache,  &c.  If  greater  pains 
arrive,  (such  as  my  late  rheumatism,)  the  servants 
bathe  and  plaster  me,  or  the  surgeon  scarifies  me,  and 
I  bear  it,  because  I  must.  This  is  the  evil  of  nature, 
not  of  fortune.  I  am  just  now  as  well  as  when  you 
were  here:  I  pray  God  you  were  no  worse.  I  sin- 
cerely wish  my  life  were  passed  near  you,  and  such 
as  it  is,  I  would  not  repine  at  it. 

All  you  mention  remember  you,  and  wish  you  here. 


FROM  LADY  BETTY  GERMAIN. 

Jaauary  11,  1732. 
It  is  well  for  Mr.  Pope  your  letter  came  as  it  did,  for 
otherwise  I  bad  called  for  my  cORch,  and  was  going  to 
make  a  thorough  search  at  his  house ;  for  that  I  was 
most  positively  assured  that  you  were  there  in  persou 
the  duke  of  Dorset  can  tell  you.  Ao#i  credo  is  all  the 
Latin  I  know,  and  the  most  useful  word  upon  all 
occasions  to  me.  However,  like  most  other  people,  I 
can  give  it  up  for  what  I  wish ;  so  for  once  I  uelieved, 
or  at  least  went  half  way  in  what  I  lioped  was  true, 
and  then,  for  tlie  only  time,  your  letter  was  unwel- 
come. You  tell  me  you  have  a  request,  which  is 
purely  personal  to  me;  mm  credo  for  that;  for  I  am 
sure  you  would  not  be  so  disagreeable  as  not  to  have 
made  it,  when  you  know  it  is  a  pleasure  and  satisfac- 
tion 'to  me  to  do  anything  you  desire,  by  which  you 
may  find  you  are  not  jans  coneequence  to  me. 

I  met  with  your  friend  Mr.  Pope  the  other  day. 
He  complains  of  not  being  well,  and  indeed  looked 
ill.  I  fear  that  neitlier  his  wit  or  sense  do  arm  him 
enough  against  being  hurt  by  malice ;  and  that  he  is 
too  sensible  of  what  fools  say :  the  run  is  much  against 
him  on  the  duke  of  Chandof*s^  account:  but  I  belif^e 
their  rage  is  not  kindness  to  the  duke,  but  glad  to 
give  it  vent  with  some  tolerable  pretence.  I  wish  your 
presence  would  have  such  a  miraculous  effect  as  your 
design  on  Biddy's  [Floyd]  speech ;  you  know  formerly 
her  tongue  was  not  apt  to  run  much  by  inclination ; 
but  now  every  winter  is  kept  still  perforce,  for  she 
commoidy  gets  a  violent  cola  that  lasts  her  all  winter. 
But  as  to  that  quairelsome  friend  of  the  duke  of  Donet's, 
I  will  let  her  loose  at  you,  and  see  which  can  get  the 
better.  Miss  Kelly«  was  a  very  pretty  girl  when  she 
went  from  hence,  and  the  beaux  showed  there  good 
taste  by  liking  her.  I  hear  her  father  is  now  kind  to 
her;  but,  if  she  is  not  mightily  altered,  she  would  give 
up  some  of  her  ain  and  equipage  to  live  in  England. 

Since  yon  are  so  good  as  to  inquire  after  my  health, 
I  ought  to  inform  you  I  never  was  better  in  my  life 
than  this  winter.  I  have  escaped  both  headaches  aiul 
gout ;  and,  that  youn  may  not  be  in  danger  by  read- 
ing such  a  long  letter,  I  will  add  no  more,  but  bid 
adieu  to  my  dear  dean.  £.  Gbsmain. 

*  This  was  said  whiUt  ho  was  employed  on  the  '*  Ei^y  oo 
Man."  not  vet  published.  1731. 

k  There  i«  no  doubt  but  Mr.  Pope  Intended  the  charwtcr  of 
Timon.  in  his  Kiitetl«  on  the  Uw  of  Rlehes  in  worlit  of  tiMte. 
aiidmaed  to  the  eari  of  Btnlington.  for  the  Dtikr  of  ChaadoM.r 

*  Ilanirhler  of  I>ennb  Kelly,  esq.,  a  gentlrman  of  very  good 
eslato  in  IreUnd,  who  was  committed  to  the  Tower  of  London 
in  172S.  on  suspicion  of  oorreepoiidinf  nith  the  pretender;  but 
notliiag  eottld  be  proved  afainat  him. 
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FROM  MR.  GAY. 


I/indon,  January  IB,  1732. 
Dear  Sir, — It  ig  now  past  nine  o'clock.  I  deferred 
sitting  down  to  write  to  you,  in  expectation  to  have 
seen  Mr.  Pope,  who  left  me  two  or  tnree  Iioura,  again 
to  try  to  find  lord  Burlington,  within  whose  walls  I 
have  not  been  admitted  this  year  and  a  half;  but  for 
what  reason  I  know  not.  Mr.  Pope  is  just  this  minute 
come  in,  but  had  not  the  good  luck  to  find  him  :  so 
that  I  cannot  give  you  any  satisfaction  in  the  affair 
you  writ  last  about.  He  designs  to  see  him  to-morrow ; 
and,  if  anything  can  be  done,  he  says  you  shall  hear 
from  him. 

By  the  beginning  of  my  letter,  you  see  how  I  de- 
cline in  favour;  but  I  loolc  upon  it  as  my  particular 
distinction,  that  as  soon  as  the  'court  gains  a  man,  I 
lose  him.  It  is  a  mortification  I  have  been  used  to, 
so  I  bear  it  as  a  philosopher  should. 

The  letter  which  you  writ  ',to  me  and  the  duke,  I 
received ;  and  Mr.  Pope  showed  me  that  directed  to 
him,  which  gave  me  more  pleasure  than  all  the  letters 
you  have  writ  since  I  saw  you,  as  it  gives  me  hopes  of 
seeing  you  soon. 

Were  I  to  acquaiift  the  duke  and  duchess  of  my 
¥rriting,  I  know  that  they  would  have  something  to 
say  to  you,  and  perhaps  would  prevent  my  sending 
the  letter  this  post,  so  I  choose  to  say  nothing  about  it. 
You  are  in  great  favour  and  esteem  with  all  that  love 
me,  which  is  one  great  reason  that  I  love  and  esteem 
them. 

Whenever  you  will  order  me  to  turn  your  fortune 
into  ready  money,  I  will  obey  you ;  but  I  choose  to 
leave  it  where  it  is  till  you  want  it,  as  it  carries  some 
interest ;  though  it  might  be  now  sold  to  some  advan- 
tage, and  is  liable  to  rises  and  falls  with  the  other 
stocks.  It  may  be  higher  as  well  as  lower ;  so  I  will 
not  dispose  of  it  till  I  hear  from  you.  I  am  impatient 
to  see  you,  so  are  all  your  friends.  You  have  taken 
your  resolution,  and  I  shall  henceforth  every  week 
expect  an  agreeable  surprise.  The  bellman  rings  for 
the  letter,  so  1  can  say  no  more. 


he  may  find  out  ftoth  myself  and  my  boate  wiifr 
greater  ease  than  he  can  at  present,  becanae  we  a» 
both  so  excessivdy  smaD,  that  he  can  aearce  divora 
either.  I  hope  to  hear  soon  from  you,  altfaougb  it  t» 
parliament  time,  and  you  hurried  wi^  biuinus;  aad 
shall  always  be  yoor  sincere  finend  and  an  want. 

Matt.  Ptuaiecroec. 


MR.  PILKINOTON  TO  MR.  BOWYBR 

Fabraary  5,  178S. 
Sir, — I  find  you  are  resolved  to  lay  me  under  so 
many  obligations  to  you,  that,  upon  principles  of  gra- 
titude, I  must  be  always  desirous  to  promote  your  in- 
terest to  the  utmost  of  my  power.  I  think  you  hav^ 
nothing  more  left  to  do  but  to  make  the  experiment, 
by  putting  it  in  my  way  to  return  your  favours.  I 
sent  sixty-five  books  to  Mr.  Faulkner's,  and  hope^ 
some  time  or  other,  to  have  it  in  my  power  to  make 
acknowledgments.  I  find  Mr.  Faulkner  sent  you  a 
little  pamphlet  of  my  writing,  called  <<  An  Infallible 
Scheme  to  pay  the  Debts  of  tibis  Nation."  I  have  the 
honour  to  -  see  it  mistaken  for  the  dean's,  both  in 
Dublin  and  in  your  part  of  the  world ;  but  I  am  still 
diffident  of  it,  whether  it  will  merit  esteem  or  contempt. 
It  was  a  fudden  whim  ;  and  I  was  tempted  to  send  it 
into  the  world  by  the  approbation  which  the  dean 
(my  wisest  and  best  friend)  expressed  when  he  read  it: 
if  you  were  concerned  in  the  printing  of  it,  I  hope  you 
will  be  no  sufferer.  I  am  very  much  obliged  to  you 
for  receiving  the  young  printer,  whom  I  recommended 
to  you,  in  so  friendly  a  manner.  If  I  can,  on  this 
side  of  the  water,  be  servioeable  to  any  friend  of  yours, 
command  me. 

I  am  much  pleased  to  hear  of  your  acquaintance 
with  Dr.  Delany,  who  is  the  best  of  friends ;  and  I  do 
not  doubt  but  your  aSection  for  him  will  increase  with 
your  intimacy  with  him.  I  desire  you  to  present  my 
service  to  him ;  and  tell  him  that  the  dean  designs  to 
trouble  him  to  haj  a  convenient  microscopes  that 


TO  THE  REV.  MR.  WINDAJL 

Dublin.  FdbroAf^  If.  vm. 

Sib, — ^I  bad  the  favour  of  youxs  of  the  6tl&  iDetuiL  ) 
have  been  above  a  fortnight  confined  by  an  accide&tu 
strain,  and  neither  read  nor  walk,  nor  cssily  write,  eir 
you  should  have  heard  from  me  aooner.  I  am  beartdj 
sorry  for  your  disorder,  and  am  the  mane  weaitAt 
by  &ose  I  have  myself,  diovigh  not  of  the  nme  \'ai. 
but  a  constant  disposition  to  'giddiaeaa,  vhicb  I  bsf 
my  present  confinement  with  the  want  of  execcer. 
wUl  increase.  I  am  afraid  yoa  coold  not  light  upo 
a  more  unqualified  man  to  serve  you,  or  my  new 
friends,  in  any  manner,  with  people  in  power ;  £>  i 
have  the  misfortune  to  be  not  only  under  tbe  pardcQUr 
displeasure  both  of  the  king  and  q^een»  aa  everrloiT 
knows,  but  likewise  of  every  jpeiaon,  botb  in  Ea^hi- 
ond  Ireland,  who  are  well  with  the  oonrt,  or  cut  <ij 
me  good  or  hurt  And  although  thu  and  the  two  )^ 
lieutenants  were  of  my  old  acquaintance,  yet  I  ne^r 
could  prevail  with  any  of  them  to  giTe  a  livins  u 
a  sober  grave  clergyman,  who  married  my  mx' 
relation,  uid  has  been  long  in  the  church  ;  ao  thtf  ix 
is  still  my  curate ;  and  I  reckon  this  preaent  gorrnv? 
will  do  like  the  rest  I  believe  there  is  not  any  p(saoD«« 
see  from  this  town  who  does  not  know  that  my  siba- 
tion  ia  as  I  describe.  If  you  or  your  oon  weT«  is 
favour  with  any  bishop  or  pa^o,  perfa^a  it  mi^ 
be  contrived  to  have  them  put  in  niuid,  or  aolidteil : 
but  I  am  no  way  proper  to  be  the  fixat  morer^  t^ 
cause  there  is  not  one  spiritual  or  temponl  ksdr 
Ireland  whom  I  visit,  or  by  whom  I  am  Tinted,  he* 
am  as  mere  a  monk  as  any  in  Spain ;  and  there  is  bT 
a  clergyman  on  the  top  of  a  mountain  who  so  Kttir 
converses  with  mankind,  or  is  to  litde  rcgaided  ^ 
them,  on  any  other  account  except  ahoeria;  mahor. 
All  this  I  bear  as  well  as  I  can;  eol  my  masn 
alone  like  a  king,  and  am  constantly  at  home  mhe 
I  am  not  riding  or  walking,  which  1  do  often,  mi 
always  alone. 

I  give  you  this  picture  of  myself  oat  of  old  fHn^ 
ship:  from  whence  you  may  judge  what  Aax  e 
spirits  and  mirth  is  now  left  me.  Yet  1  cannot  ra*. 
at  nights,  and  am  therefore  forced  to  ocribble 
thing,  whereof  nine  things  in  ten  ore  bumsd 
morning.  Foi^ve  this  tedionsness  in  the  pen,  wh.-<^ 
I  acquire  by  £be  want  of  spending  it  in  talk;  MMt 
believe  me  to  be,  with  true  esteem  and  fricadi^ 
your  most  obedient  humble  servant,  &c 

Jonathan  Swift. 


FROM  LADY  BETTY  GERMAIN. 

Febnmrr  SS,  ir? 
I  LIKE  to  know  my  power,  [(if  it  is  8n,)'tha:  1  re 
make  you  uneasy  at  my  not  writing;  though  I  sU.' 
not  often  care  to  exert  it,  lest  you  should  grow  wtsr\ 
of  me  and  my  correspondence;  but  Ae  slovwv 
of  my  answer  does  not  come  from  the  emptmr^i^' 
my  heart,  but  the  emptiness  of  my  heed ;  and  i^' 

?rou  know,  is  nature *s  faulty  not  mine.  I  wsf  ruf 
earned  enough  to  know  non  credo  haa  been  so  \%^i 
in  fashion ;  but  every  day  convinces  me  mote  of  t^ 
necessity  of  it,  not  but  that  1  often  wish  ogmiuft  wj- 
self ;  as,  for  example,  I  would  fiun  believe  ym  tf* 
coming  to  England,  because  most  of  your  ncq^Bxtf- 
anoe  tell  me  so ;  and  yet  I  turn,  and  wim^  and  »^t 


EPISTOLARY  CORRBSPONBKKCE. 


667 


roar  letters  to  find  anythiog:  Itlce  it  being  true ;  but 
tuitead  of  that,  there  1  find  a  lawiait,  which  is  a  worse 
ie  by  the  leg  than  your  lameness.  And,  pray,  what 
s  this  ''hart  above  my  healf  Have  you  had  a 
eUoir-feeling  with  my  lord-lieutenant  [the  duke  of 
Dorset]  of  the  gout,  and  call  it  a  sprain,  at  he  does? 
rho  has  lied  so  long  and  often  to  disguise  it,  that  I 
erily  think  he  has  not  a  new  story  left.  Does  he  do 
he  smne  in  Ireland  ?  for  there  1  hoped  he  would  have 
riven  a  better  example. 

1  find  you  are  grown  a  horrid  flatterer,  or  else  you 
mild  never  have  thought  of  anything  so  much  to  my 
arte  03  this  piece  of  marUe  you  speak  of  for  my  sister 
Penelope,*  which  I  desire  may  be  at  my  expense.  I 
annot  be  exact,  neither  as  to  the  time  nor  year,  but 
the  died  soon  after  we  came  there,  and  we  did  not 
tay  quite  two  years,  and  were  in  England  some 
mwitha  before  king  William  died.  I  wish  I  had  mv 
Ume  Wadgar's,  or  Mr.  Ferris^s  memorandum  head, 
bat  I  might  know  whether  it  was  *<at  the  time  of 
jooiebcrrics,*'** 

Surely  your  Irish  air  is  very  bad  for  darts ;  if  Mn. 
Kelly's  are  blunted  already,  make  ber  cross  father  let 
wr  come  over,  and  we  would  not  use  her  so  in 
Btigland.  If  my  duchess"  sees  company  in  a  morning, 
roil  need  not  grumble  at  the  hour ;  it  must  be  purely 
rrom  great  complaisance,  for  that  never  was  her  taste 
bere,  though  she  is  as  early  a  riser  as  the  generalitv  of 
Liilies  are :  and  I  Iwlieve  there  are  not  many  dressing- 
noms  in  Loiidon  but  mine  where  the  early  idle 
fonie. 

Adieu  abruptly :  for  I  will  have  no  more  formal 
bumble  servants,  with  your  whole  name  at  the  bottom, 
>s  if  I  was  asking  you  your  catechism. 

FROM  SIR  CHARLES  WOOAN.<i 

February  87,  17S2. 
(  HAVE  tlie  honour  of  a  very  obliging  letter  from  a  per- 
ion  whose  penetration  I  flattered  ^mvself  1  could  have 
ncapeil :  although  I  might  assure  him,  with  great  sin- 
cerity, that  I  never  had  a  more  earnest  desire  for  any 
nuii'i  acquaintance  and  friendship  tilian  for  hia.  Upon 
the  late  occasion,  it  is  true,  my  design  was  to  have  tra- 
t riled  and  been  received  incoffnilo.  I  had  taken  my 
neiuures  for  it  in  the  best  manner  I  could  devise.  But 
ill  ni  J  art  and  travestie  was  vain.    His  Mentor  was  su- 

>  Udy  Penelope  Berkeky  died  in  Dublin.  iRhOe  her  hXhn 
«»•  in  the  |p>vemineat«  and  wm  inteired  In  St,  Andrew's 
rhoich.  under  the  altar.    No  monnmrnt  woa  erected  to  her 
bi-mory  ilU  atiout  thu  time,  when  Dr.  Switi  caused  a  plate  of 
Mnrk  marble  to  b«  flx<'d  in  the  wall  oret  the  altar* piece,  %ilth 
Ihw  tDacriptioQ  :— 
"  I'ndfiiMath  lieth  the  body  of  the  Lady  Ftaelope  Berkeley, 
(i'-uifihter  of  the  Right  Htm.  Cbarlea,  Enrl  of  Berkeley. 
She  died  September  the  3rd.  1««9.'* 

B  Iq  the  IHHitlon  of  Fmnoes  Harris  to  thelorda-jnatieM.  upon 
^"^nz  her  purae,  frinted  in  tiilt  oolleetlon.  there  ore  these 

"  Yf«,**  aayv  Ihetteward.  "  I  remember,  when  I  was  at 
my  Lady  hhrewaimry's. 
Such  a  thins  as  this  hapi^oned,  just  about  the  time  of 
Xooeeberrfcts." 
ThhtiPWArd  was  Mr.  Ferris;  and  dame  Wadjiar  was  the  old 
^^  housekeeper  in  lonl  Berkeley's  family,  when  he  was  one 
'<  ihp  lordt-iustioes  of  Inland. 

*  The  ducnese  of  Dorset. 

*  This  tract,  written  in  the  epistolary  style,  was  oddreaseil  to 
■>.  S»ift  by  its  author,  sir  Cliarles  WoRan,  a  gentlemaa  at  that 
time  of  higii  reputation,  and  much  distiui{uiah«l  at  most  of  ttie 
"^'iru  of  Europe.  He  was  of  an  andent  Iiish  family,  and  ne> 
)>n^  to  the  Eamont  duke  of  Tyreonnel,  who  was  llrsfc  minister 
|»  l^iim  James  IL.  and  eommanderin*chief  of  his  foreei.  daring 
>"*  tv»idence  iu  Ireland.  Of  courae  he  was  bred  up  in  all  the 
|'nuriple«  of  Jacobitltm  ,and  being  also  a  Roman  Catholic,  was 
tUKtiirpd  «rith  all  the  bigotry  of  the  time*.  He  followed  his  nn- 
i<irtiiiiaia  master  ttito  exile,  where  he  eontiaued  to  etrve  him 
•ith  a  Mol  wothv  a  better  oauae.  See  an  ocoouot  of  him  at 
r*'  («d  of  September,  1739,  where  the  dean's  letter  Iiore  alluded 
f'  ^  printed ;  oad  a  srcond  letter  (h>m  lir  Qhof lea  Wogon,  dated 


perior  to  my  Uranius,  who  could  not  avoid  being  dis- 
covered,  as  in  the  story  of  Telemachus,  and  striking  sail 
to  a  more  exalted  divinity.  I  own  I  am  somewhat  con- 
cerned at  my  being  seen  in  my  undress,  through  all  the 
magnificence  of  those  disguises  I  bad  put  on.  But 
Mentor  hat  so  much  the  air  of  a  benign  and  friendly 
spirit,  that  my  confusion  was  soon  over :  and  mediinks 
I  coidd  be  exposed  in  the  midst  of  all  my  defect* 
without  any  concern,  provided  it  were  only  to  those 
whom  he  judges  worthy  of  his  intimacy. 

Nothing  can  be  more  distinguishing,  in  regard  of  an 
unhappy  people,  than  his  character  of  those  abroad ; 
nor  more  just  than  his  remarks  upon  the  genius  and 
suflerings  of  diose  at  home.  But  jaeta  *Mt  aka  :  the 
set  of  people  he  means  can  no  longer  be  looked  upon 
aa  a  nation,  either  in  or  out  of  their  country.  Those 
who  have  chosen  a  voluntaiy  exile,  to  get  rid  of  op* 
pression,  have  given  themselves  up  with  great  gaiety 
of  spirit,  to  the  slaughter  in  foreign  and  ungrateful 
service,  to  the  number  of  above  120,000  men,  within 
these  forty  years.  The  rest,  who  have  been  content  to 
stay  at  home,  are  reduced  to  the  wretched  condition  of 
the  Spartan  helots.  They  are  under  a  double  slavery. 
They  serve  their  inhuman  lordliness,  who  are  the  more 
severe  upon  them  because  they  dare  not  yet  look  upon 
the  country  as  their  own ;  while  all  together  are  under 
the  supercilious  dominion  and  jealousy  of  another  over- 
ruling power. 

To  turn  to  our  exiles :  Mentor  certainly  does  them 
that  justice  which  cannot  be  denied  them  by  any  of 
those  nations  among  whom  they  have  served ;  but  it  ia 
seldom  or  ever  allowed  them  by  those  who  can  write  or 
speak  English  correctly.  They  have  shown  a  great  deal 
of  gallantry  in  the  defence  of  foreign  states  and  princes, 
with  very  little  advantage  to  themselves  but  that  of 
being  fne^  and  without  half  the  outward  marks  of  dis- 
tinction they  deserved.  These  southern  govemmenta 
are  very  slow  in  advancing  foreigners  to  considerable  or 
gainful  preferments.  Their  chief  attention  is  reserved 
for  their  own  subjects,  to  make  them  some  amends  for 
the  heavy  yoke  mey  have  laid  over  them,  llie  only 
fruit  the  Irish  have  reaped  by  their  valour  is  their  ex* 
tinction ;  and  that  general  fame,  which  they  have  lost 
themselves,  to  acquire  for  their  country,  already  lost, 
with  respect  to  them.  They  had  the  honour  of  Ireland 
at  heart ;  while  those  who  actually  possessed  their  coun- 
try, were  little  affected  with  any  other  glory  than  that 
of  England ;  whioh  they  advanced  with  great  bravery 
during  all' the  late  wan.  They  were  content  to  forget 
they  were  Iri^men ;  and  England,  in  return  for  that 
compliment,  has  graciously  conferred  upon  tbem,  as  she 
still  does,  the  first  employments  both  at  sea  and  land ; 
whereby  they  have  been  enabled  to  leave  very  comfort- 
able establishments  to  their  children:  whereas  the  Irish 
exiles  can  only  be  said  to  have  buried  the  synagogue 
with  honour.  Ttiey  were  undoubtedly  the  flower  of  tlie 
Catholic  distinction  of  subjects.  They  are  extinct  to  a 
very  inconsiderable  number,  and  have  not  left  one  single 
settlement  in  all  the  continent  to  any  of  their  posterity. 
They  had  always  the  post  of  honour  allowed  them,  where 
it  was  mixed  with  danger ;  and  lived  in  perpetual  fire, 
which  was  all  they  could  beaueath  as  an  inheritance  to 
their  issue,  who  are  extremely  few,  on  account  of  the 
little  encouragement  given  fur  begetting  them.  The 
very  scum  of  French  refugees  have  had  much  better 
treatment  and  fortune  in  those  countries,  where  they 
were  only  a  ^charge  to  the  government,  than  the  Irisit 
nobility  and  gentry  have  met  with,  where  their  courage 
and  fidelity  were  in  a  great  measure  its  support.  Had 
it  not  been  much  better  for  them  to  have  gone  in  ssarch 
of  new  establishments  out  of  the  known  world,  and  made 
some  settlement  for  themselves  and  their  posterity  in 
the  antipodes  f 

At  I  WIS  but  a  new  comer  among  them,  I  have  often 
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blamed  their  mert  of  chief  distinction  and  sense  for 
faavinf^  rejected  the  ternns  offered  by  the  prince  of 
Orange  to  my  uncle  Tyrconnel,  in  favour  of  the  Irish 
CaUudics  in  general,  before  tlie  decisive  battle  of 
A'lfhrim ;  which,  by  the  by,  till  the  sudden  fall  of 
their  general,  was  'fought  with  more  bravery  on  their 
side  than  any  battle  has  been,  perlians,  for  some  centuries 
past  by  any  people  under  equal  disadvantages.  The 
prince  was  touciied  with  the  fate  of  a  gallant  nation, 
that  had  mode  itself  a  victim  to  French  promises,  and 
ran  headlong  to  its  ruin  for  the  only  purpose,  in  fact, 
of  advancing  the  French  conquests  in  the  Netherlands, 
under  the  favour  of  tliat  hopeless  diversion  in  Ireland, 
which  gave  work  enough  to  40,000  of  the  best  trooiw  of 
the  grand  alliance  of  Augsbourgh.  He  longed  to  find 
himself  at  tlie  head  of  the  confederate  army  witli  so 
strong  a  reinforcement  In  this  anxiety  he  oflered  the 
Irish  Catholics  the  free  exercise  of  their  religion ;  half 
the  churches  of  the  kingdom ;  half  the  employments, 
civil  and  military  too,  if  they  pleased,  and  even  the 
moietv  of  their  ancient  properties.  These  proposals, 
though  they  were  to  have  haa  an  English  act  of  parlia- 
ment  for  their  sanction,  were  refused  with  universal 
contempt  Yet  tlie  exiles,  in  tlie  midst  of  their  hard 
usage  abroad,  could  not  be  brought  to  repent  of  their 
obstinacy.  Whenever  I  pressed  tliem  upon  the  matter, 
their  answer  was  generally  to  this  purpose:  '*Mf 
England  can  break  her  public  faith,  in  regard  of  ^e 
wretched  articles  of  Limerick,  by  keeping  up  a  per- 
petual terror  and  persecution  over  that  parcel  of  mi- 
serable, unarmed  peasantry,  and  dastard  gentry  we  have 
left  at  home,  without  any  other  apology  or  pretence  for  it, 
but  her  wanton  fears  and  jealousies :  what  could  have 
been  expected  by  the  men  of  true  vigour  and  spirit,  if 
they  had  remained  in  their  country,  but  a  cruel  war, 
under  greater  disadvantages,  or  such  a  universal  mas- 
sacre as  our  fathers  have  offen  been  threatened  with  by 
tlie  confederate  rel)els  of  Great  Britain  T' — Ad  quod  fton 
fuii  responwm, — Yet  their  liberty  and  glory  abroad  is 
but  the  price  of  their  blood ;  and,  even  at  that  expense, 
they  have  only  purchased  a  more  honourable  hatetdama 
[Field  of  Blood]. 

It  was  impossible  for  a  people  to  thrive,  after  having 
been  driven  by  their  too  warrantable  distrust  of  their 
enemies  into  the  snares  laid  for  them  [by  their  false 
friends.  France,  upon  their  arrival,  gave  them  a  cruel 
reduction  of  their  officers  and  of  their  pay  for  a  wel- 
come, by  a  scandalous  breach  of  faith ;  sacrificed  them 
to  her  wars ;  made  their  seal  and  spirit  the  dupes  of 
her  idle  pretences ;  and,  at  last,  inhumanly  disbanded 
great  numbers  of  them  to  the  wide  world,  after  the  peace 
of  Ryswick.  Had  they  been  kept  together  in  one  body 
from  tlie  beginning,  to  the  number  of  30,000  men,  ac- 
cording to  the  promise  that  tempted  them  partly  to  quit 
their  country,  they  had  made  a  much  better  figure  in 
the  world.  Richelieu  s  politics  were  against  it.  He 
was  a  great  master,  particularly  in  the  judgment  he  had 
fiormed  of  the  valour  of  his  countrymen ;  since  he  ha< 
left  it  on  record,  that  bodies  of  foreign  troops  must  be 
mixed  with  French,  in  order  to  give  them  emulation. 
Upon  tliis  account  the  Irish  were  parcelled  by  brigades 
among  tlie  many  armies  entertained  by  the  French  king. 
Although  diis  repartition  was  very  mortifying  to  them, 
they  ever  behaved  in  their  several  bands  apart  with  par- 
ticular distinction.  They  never  found  uiemselves  in 
any  engagement  where  they  did  not  pierce  the  opposite 
enemy.  Not  one  regiment  of  them  ever  fled,  till  it  was 
in  a  manner  left  alone !  and  during  all  the  late  wars,  in 
which  their  principals  were  generally  worsted,  they  can- 
not be  said  to  have  lost  two  pair  of  colours.  The  French 
never  gained  a  victory,  to  which  those  handsful  of  Irish 
were  not  known  to  have  contributed  in  a  singular  man- 
ner ;  nor  lost  a  battle  in  which  tliey  did  not  preserve,  or 
rather  augment,  their  reputation,  by  carrying  off  colours 


aTtd  standards  from  the  victorious  eoemy.     Fmm  H  ^ 
we  may  conclude,  without  any  great  vanity,  tUat  ibrr 
had  been  an  impenetrable  phalanx,  if  they  bad  U^ 
allowed  to  continue  in  one  body ;  and  that,  instead  J 
acquiring  glory  by  detail,  they  had  gained  ctmiplMr 
victories,  as  one  single  brigade  of  them  did  at  Me) Wo, 
having  driven  the  whole  German  army  into  the  iuwis 
or  the  sea,  aller  they  had  been  deserted  by  the  SpsniA 
troops  and  generals  to  a  man.    Vet  their  principal  of- 
ficers, who  have  signalised  themselves  equally  upon  ill 
occasions  have  been  advanced  to  no  higlier  prefcfinf:^ 
than  that  of  lieutenant-general ;  whercaa,   Scotv,  Go- 
mans,  Livonians,  Italians,  have  been  promoted  to  tW 
dignity  of  marechals  of  France.     But  aa  the  valour  >' 
the  Irish  is  already  taken  for  granted  abrasuJ,  and  thrj 
seal  turned  into  a  sort  of  ridicule,^  on  account  of  tw 
unprecedented  usage  it  has  met  with  at^  home,  it  a 
modestly  presumed  all  over  the  world,  that  they  katt 
need  any  reward  for  their  virtue,  but  their  virtue  oltxic^ 

I  have  often  been  at  a  loss  for  the  cause  of  this  (-••) 
destiny  that  attends  the  Irish  Catholics  in  all  foirir 
courts  and  countries.  They  are  the  first  called  a>*^ 
for  any  service  that  requires  fidelity  and  revolution  -  'i* 
last  distinguished  with  any  eminent  xnarka  of  hcB»*i- 
or  advantage.  Let  them  behave  ever  so  well,  if  it  t» 
thought  fit  to  give  them  any  recompense,  it  is  always 
inferior  to  what  might  be  judged  sufllcient  for  mrii  • ' 
any  other  country  in  the  like  case.  Wbafever  oiHr« 
might  be  entitled  to  grumble  at  as  a  reward,  tow:  W 
received  by  them  as  a  gift.  Whatever  ia  taken  fnr.i 
them,  either  at  home  or  abroad,  is  lawful  prize.  Tbcir 
seal,  in  regard  of  loyalty  and  religion,  has  been  *> 
cruelly  misrepresented,  and  their  unparalleled  suflerr? 
so  involved  in  shades,  or  clad  widi  an  air  of  justice,  tU.* 
they  are  become  a  by-word  in  all  countries  alike ;  vLrt 
are  perfectly  agreed  to  keep  them  low,  after  the  exar- 
pie  of  their  own  princes,  upon  a  presumption  that  (lev 
could  not  have  been  used  so  extremely  til  if  fhcT*  h#'' 
not  in  some  measure  deserved  it  A  long  and  per}«<ua! 
train  of  misfortunes  has  a  strange  tendency  toward  t*:*- 
ting  a  people  in  the  wrong;  or,  at  best,  making  rfez 
the  objects  of  ridicule,  llie  Irish  for  having  been  6t«^ :; 
to  their  principles,  and  not  as  cunning  knaves  as  tbt  t«.> 
neighbouring  nations,  have  groaned,  during  the  two  \i^' 
centuries,  under  all  the  weight  of  injustice,  calumsj. 
and  tyranny,  of  which  there  is  no  example,  in  equal  cir- 
cumstances, to  be  shown  in  any  history  of  the  unirr*w. 
All  tliis  calumny  has  been  sounded  into  the  ears  of  *i 
Europe  by  their  enemies,  both  foreign  and  domestir: 
and  tnereby  gained  credit,  more  or  less,  on  acc^nanr  ' 
not  having  been  sufficiently  controTerted  or  refuted  . 
time.  Their  constant  misfortunes  have  given  a  nst .  t 
sanction  to  all  this  imposture  and  iniquity.  Ttsey  e^^ti^d 
not  defend  themselves  in  the  midst  of  so  much  dJvt«<t  * 
at  hom^  from  so  many  powerful  and  confederated  n— 
mies,  who  had  alienated  tlie  hearts  of  their  very  K'vt- 
reigns  from  them,  in  order  to  make  him  the  first,  Ajki 
them  the  last  victims  of  the  tragedy.  In  the  mean  tir^ 
they  were  involved  in  too  much  war,  or  in  too  mn-  ii 
misery,  to  be  the  relaters  of  their  own  story  wi^h  a:« 
advantage ;  or  found  the  English  language  as  hack w 2: . 
as  the  English  nation  and  goveniroeut,  to  do  t:^*^ 
common  justice.  Their  enemies  have  spared  them  6* 
labour  with  a  vengeance. 

The  mongrel  historians  of  the  birth  of  Ireland,  fnr 
Stanihurst  and  Dr.  King  down  to  the  most  wrr?riif>^ 
scribbler,  cannot  afford  them  a  good  word,  in  onkr  ^ 
curry  favour  with  England.  Our  callow  hards  of  t^>|^ 
drama,  with  the  same  view,  draw  their  first  pens  sfsiitf: 
their  country,  and  force  their  way  into  the  world  thn  ori> 
their  mother's  womb.  The  English  writers  take  u< 
hints  from  them  with  pleasure ;  and  delight  in  grat  ff> 
iiig  the  flattest  nonsense,  and  most  silly  artifices,  uf^a 
teigueism,  to  divert  that  honest  generation  of  uura- 
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)(ullt.*the  mobi  of  Eiijflond,  rotn  the  1jand*s  End  to 
)enrick-upon-Tweed,  in  regard  of  improprieties  in  the 
urn  of  a  foreig:n  speech  or  accent,  toiu»  myndut  egit 
atriimem  ;  but  the  genuine  characters  of  a  nation  ought 
D  be  ai  lacred,  eren  upon  the  stage,  as  in  history.  In 
be  day*  of  king  Charles  II.  the  Irish  bravery  and  fide- 
itj  had  the  appUuse  of  whole  theatres ;  but  now  no- 
ii'm^  but  Irish  stupidity,  and  wretched  small  craft, 
rill  ^0  down  even  upon  that  of  Dublin. 

As  all  the  honour  the  Protestant  Irish  have  acquired 
»y  tlicir  pen  or  their  swords,  passes  generally  for  Eng- 
isfi,  u)  the  English,  and  their  adherents  in  Ireland, 
live  been  iu  a  long  confederacy,  before  Clarendon  ap- 
eored,  to^suppress  or  tarnish  aJl  the  renown  accruing 
)  tiiat  unhappy  country,  from  the  worth  and  gallant 
ctioni  of  the  Catholics.  Their  pens  are  ever  dipped 
n  bitterness  and  detraction,  as  if  whatever  could  be 
eckoiied  valuable  in  that  unfortunate  people  were  a 
i^Mfiing  to  the  honour  of  the  English  nation,  to  which 
11  tlieir  incense  is  addressed.  However,  though  they 
are  done  horrible  outrages  to  justice  and  veracity,  by 
ropagating  lies,  more  or  less,  all  over  the  world,  they 
oust  be  allowed  to  have  acted  with  great  sagacity  in 
ivonr  of  themselves.  For  if  the  Irish  had  not  been 
^presented  with  uncommon  industry,  and  in  full  cry, 
■  a  barbarous  and  stupid  people,  breakers  of  public 
litl),  cowards^  murderers  of  the  innocents,  without  any 
rovocation,  in  every  comer  of  their  country ;  rebels  to 
leir  lawful  sovereigns,  in  whose  defence  they  have 
lined  and  annihilated  themselves,  all  these  attributes 
nc^pt  that  of  folly)  had  necessarily  fallen  to  the  share 
fEngknd;  and  she  must  have  been  looked  uron  by 
tie  whole  universe  as  the  most  lawless  and  inburoan 
fiaiit  npon  the  face  of  the  earth.  Yet  all  this  villany 
Dght  not,  in  strict  justice,  to  be  imputed  to  her.  She 
ad  not  gone  all  those  lengtlis  of  cruelty  and  iniquity, 
'  the  had  not  been  under  the  force  of  Cromwell  and 
le  iiiflumce  of  a  Clarendon. 

In  the  mean  time  Ireland  is  left  to  trapes  in  her  old 
rafsgle-tailed  weeds  by  her  own  children ;  bribed,  by 
>«ir  attention  and  respect  for  England,  to  abandon  her 
» all  the  dirt  and  barbarism  laid  at  her  door  by  her 
ncieiit  and  modem  enemies;  while  other  countries 
re  brightening  up  in  their  story  and  character  by  Uie 
idiKtry  of  their  writers  successively  labouring  to  adom 
lem.  The  newest  accounts  given  all  over  Europe,  of 
If  Koil^  genius,  improvement,  and  customs  of  Ireland, 
lay  lie  dated  400  years  ago.  She  is  still  reckoned  as 
ivage  as  slie  was  under  the  oppression  of  the  Danes,  or 
Der  the  first  incursion  of  the  English,  who  drove  her, 
I  spite  of  her  voluntary  submission,  into  wildnesa. 
ur,  atW  all,  if  I  invite  people  civilly  into  my  house, 
od  tliey  will  not  admit  me  to  sit  at  my  own  fire,  but 
iilier  will  grow  insolent,  and  force  my  family  to  herd 

I  the  bore  court  among  my  cattle,  which  I  cannot 
'ckuii  my  own,  but  upon  the  foot  of  tlieir  will  and 
leajiure,  I  niust  either  quit  my  dwelling  altogether, 
r  lay  alxmt  me  like  a  madman  till  I  can  repossess  it. 

Oil  account  of  tliis  peT{)etual  silence  about  Ireland, 

II  Europe  looks  upon  her  as  under  a  constant  fog,  the 
'.It  of  dulncss,  and  the  dismal  mansion  of  ignorance 
lid  distress.  ^Scarce  any  people  are  taken  for  mere 
^'th,  either  in  England  or  on  the  continent,  but  the 
id?Ar  of  the  country  and  the  few  unfortunate  exiles. 
W  very  distinction  carries  in  the  face  of  it  a  lessening, 
ltd  strikes  the  fancy  with  the  ungrateful  idea  of  mi- 
ry.  B««ides,  the  arms  of  Whiggism  arc  extremely 
^itK,  and  reach  tliem  to  their  remotest  haunts.  There 
't  a  thousand  instances  of  this  enchantment ;  and  not- 
itli«t«utding  tlie  known  ingratitude  of  France,  some  of 
le  Irish  liod  been  mareclials  of  France  before  now ; 
)e  whole  voice  of  that  nation  was  for  them ;  but  the 
ar  of  diaobligiiig  the  present  government  of  England 
>»ve  a  check  to  their  promotion.      As  for  the  new 


nobility  and  gentry  of  Ireland,  tltey  paM  earrcntly  for 
English  abroad  ;  and  Dublin,  the  fourth  city  in  Chris- 
tendom, is  still  taken  fur  no  more  than  the  Eblana  of 
Ptolemy. 

Thus  Ireland  has  not  only  lost  all  her  ancient  pro- 
geny of  any  distinction,  and  seen  them  buried  under  the 
rains  of  calumny  and  distress,  by  the  overbearing  pride 
and  power  of  those  several  swarms  of  inmates  thrown  in 
upon  her,  at  several  times,  and  supported  by  her  mas- 
ters of  Great  Britain ;  those  very  colonies  are  no  sooner 
settled  in  that  country,  and  warmed  into  aflection  for  it, 
than  they  are  taken  for  mere  Irish  too ;  and  so  must  be 
driven  off  to  make  room  for  new  ones.  Yet  all  this  is 
not  enough.  Ireland  might  still  have  some  name  in  the 
world  if  she  were  allowed  what  belongs  to  her ;  but  she 
is  stripped  into  the  bargain,  of  all  the,  honour  and  merit 
that  might  redound  to  |her,  either  from  the  actions  or 
geniuses  of  her  latter  offspring.  The  very  name  of 
Irish  carries  so  uncouth  an  idea  along  with  it,  espe- 
cially in  England,  that  all  those  who  depend  chidSy 
u]xm  her  for  their  fortune  or  their  fame,  are  shy,  at 
their  first  setting  out,  of  making  an  open  confession  of 
their  country,  and  suffer  themselves  to  pass  for  Englisli ; 
while  England  permits  the  cheat  to  pass  upon  thie  rest 
of  the  world,  |and  naturalises  them  by  a  tacit  consent, 
upon  the  modest  presumption  that  wit  and  merit,  such 
as  theirs,  can  be  only  of  her  own  growth.  Thus  Eng- 
land, without  being  at  the  pains  of  assuming  it,  is 
allowed  a  right  to  all  those  who  have  either  written  or 
fought  in  English  with  any  distinction,  as  Scotland 
impudently  whips  away  from  Ireland  all  her  old  saints 
and  her  sophists,  on  account  of  liaving  shared  with  her 
the  same  name  of  Scotia.  The  Ushers,  Boyles,  Cou- 
greves.  Garths,  Denhams,  Swifts,  Ormonds,  Cadogans, 
Aylmers,  &c.  are  all  taken  for  English  in  foreign  coun- 
tries. MacFlecno,  and  all  the  wretched  adepts  in  me- 
taphysics are  counted  Irish  of  course.  We  have  but 
one  dunce  of  irrefragable  fame,  the  father  of  dunces 
by  thousands  all  over  Europe :  and  the  Scots  have  kid- 
napped him  from  us,  by  tlie  consent  or  connivance 
of  all  modem  dictionaries,  notwithstanding  the  num- 
ber of  sheriffs  and  sheriffs'  bailiffs  of  the  same  name 
upon  the  records  of  our  ancient  city  ot  Dublin.  In 
short,  wluU  can  Ireland  have  left  her,  but  her  bogs  and 
her  stupidity,  since  England  and  Scotland  have  swept 
away  tne  stakes!  If  we  must  give  up  all  our  great 
men  of  war  and  figure  to  England,  let  her  even  show  us 
the  example,  and  resign  to  the  Normans  her  Plaiit^je- 
nets,  Talbots  and  Nevills,  conquerors  of  France. 

However,  we  will  not  stick  out  in  our  controversy 
about  these  mighty  men.  They  shall  belong  to  England, 
since  they  have  made  her  a  jwesent  of  their  arms  and 
allegiance.  But  in  the  name  of  wonder,  let  us  have 
our  men  of  ports  and  letters.  Let  not  the  English  wits, 
and  particularly  my  friend  Mr.  Pope,  (whom  I  had  the 
honour  to  bring  up  to  London,  from  our  retreat  in  the 
forest  of  Windsor,  to  dress  ft  la  mode,  and  introduce  at 
Will's  coffeehouse,)  run  down  a  country  as  the  seat  of 
dulness  to  whose  geniuses  he  owns  himself  to  much 
indebted.  What  encomiums  does  he  not  lay  out  upon 
Roscommon  and  Walth,  in  the  close  of  his  excellent 
"  Essay  on  Criticism  i^  How  gratefully  does  he  express 
his  thanks  to  Dr.  Swift,  sir  Samuel  Garth,  &Ir.  Con- 
greve,  and  my  poor  friend  and  neighbour.  Dr.  Paniell, 
in  the  Preface  to  his  admirable  traiwlatiou  of  the  Iliad, 
in  return  for  tlie  many  lights  and  leaions  they  admi- 
nistered to  him,  both  in  the  opening  and  the  {mosecu- 
tion  of  that  great  undertaking  f  Is  it  possible  tliat  theae 
heroes  of  wit  and  learning,  whom  be  commemorates 
with  so  much  applause,  and  of  whom  lie  glories  in 
having  been  the  punil,  could  have  been  of  tlie  birth  of 
Ireland!  while  England  could  only  furnish  him  with 
titled  ]iageants  and  names  of  quality,  fitter  to  swell  and 
encourage  tiie  subscript  ion  than  to  polish  or  enrich 
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the  performaoee  ?  But  granting  they  were  Irishmen ; 
that,  it  seenuy  ia  no  manner  of  argument  in  favour  of 
their  country.  Were  not  all  those  lights  and  lessons 
given  hy  them  to  Mr.  Pope^  in  the  purer  air  of  England  f 
Was  it  not  to  that  air  alone  they  owed  the  refinement 
and  elevation  of  their  goiiuses  t  Mr.  Pope,  though 
the  best«natured  man  living,  to  my  knowledge,  had 
laughed  at  them  with  great  gaiety,  bad  they  pretended 
to  forward  any  notices  or  instructions  to  him  by  letters 
written  under  their  native  fogs. 

I  remember  to  have  been  present  at  a  scene,  humor^ 
ous  enough,  upon  this  very  subject  at  Will's  coffee- 
bouse.  The  sages  there,  in  profound  contemplation, 
were  very  gravely  offering  their  several  reasons  why 
wit  could  not  be  the  growth  of  Ireland.  Some  would 
have  it  owing  to  the  bogginess  of  the  soil,  which  must 
undoubtedly  and  imperceptibly  convey  too  much 
humidity  to  the  braiu ;  others  to  the  perpetual  doudi- 
ness  of  tiie  sky,  that  must,  of  all  necessity,  cast  a  dull 
influence  infusing  melancholy,  sloth,  and  heaviness  to 
the  understanding ;  many  to  the  want  of  sunshine,  so 
sovereign  in  invigorating  and  giving  cheerfulness  and 
alacrity  to  the  spirits.  Among  such  a  number  of 
shining  geniuses,  who  brightened  up  under  the  con* 
tinual  mist  over  London,  it  was  hard  to  end  the  dis- 
pute about  the  cause  while  all  were  agreed  about  the 
fact.  At  length  the  wag.  Bob  Dodwell,  Twho  had  a 
little  before  forced  a  company  of  foot  from  lord  Peter- 
borough as  a  sort  of  amends  for  a  severe  joke  upon  ;^his 
country,)  rose  up  with  a  very  demure  countenance  as 
demanding  audience  of  the  very  oaf-full  assembly; 

which  being  granted 

''  My  lords  and  gentlemen,'"  says  he^  ^  it  is  a  very 
moot  point  to  which  of  those  causes  we  may  ascribe  the 
universal  dulness  of  the  Irish.  It  may  be  owing 
perhaps  to  some  one ;  perhaps  to  the  combination  of  all 
togetW :  God  only  knows,  who  was  pleased  to  order 
it  so  from  the  beginning.  But  that  the  case  is,  as  you 
agree  it  in  your  great  wisdom,  I  shall  offer  a  familiar 
and  unanswerable  proof.  My  father  had  studied  with 
great  applause  in  Oxford;  (for  had  be  studied  in 
Dublin,  where  he  was  bom,  he  bad  made  but  a  very 
slender  progress  in  learning,  as  you  shall  find  by  the 
sequel;)  in  short  he  was  allowed,  in  tliat  famous 
univerMty,  to  be  both  an  excellent  divine,  and  a  most 
eloquent  preacher.  From  thence  he  removed  to 
Dublin :  where,  on  account  of  the  reputation  he  had 
justly  acquired  abroad,  he  was  instantly  preferred  to 
the  parish  of  St.  Miean*s.  Great  was  the  concourse  to 
hear  him ;  but  much  greater  the  surprise  to  find  how 
little  his  sermons  answered  the  character  the  world 
had  given  him.  This  could  not  miss  being  whispered 
to  him:  he  made  several  efforts  in  vain  to  regain  his 
credit ;  his  sermons  were  still  worse  and  worse  liked  : 
at  length  his  church  was  almost  forsaken,  and  he  left 
to  hold  fortli  to  very  few  but  the  old  women. 
I/'.  *<Tbe  man  was  at  his  wit's  end  to  find  the  cause  of 
this  unaccountable  change  in  him :  at  last  be  wisely 
judged  it  must  be  owing  to  the  climate  in  which  tie 
writ ;  and  to  make  proof  of  it,  set  out  one  Monday 
morning  in  the  packet-boat  for  Holyhead ;  there  com- 
posed his  sermon  for  next  Sunday ;  and  returning  to 
Dublin  on  the  eve,  after  having  beggpdof  some  friends, 
out  of  mere  charity,  to  assist  at  it,  preached  divinely 
well,  to  the  utter  astonishment  of  his  auditory, 
cliarmed  at  the  excellency  of  his  performance.  This 
miracle  rang  immediately  over  the  whole  city;  and 
he,  making  use  of  the  same  happy  stratagem  every 
week,  of  composing  at  Holyhead  what  be  was  to 
deliver  from  the  pulpit  in  Dublin,  the  doctor's  name 
was  up :  all  Dublm  thronged  to  hear  him :  and 
persons  of  the  best  distinction  resorted  thither  from  all 
parts  of  the  kingdom  to  see  this  second  Livy. 

"  However,  as  the  devil  owed  the  doctor  a  spite,  it 


chanced  unfortunately  ibr  him  that  he  was  obliged,  iM 
some  sliaht  indisposition^  to  take  phv*>c  two  or  thm 
several  times  on  me  very  days  the  packet-boat  set  uox ; 
and  being  thereby  under  the  unhappj  nccassity  of  p^ 
ning  his  sermons  for  the  week  in  Dublioy  his  audituc) 
were  astonished,  on  those  oocasioos,  to  find  iSbeai  guiu 
for  nothing.  By  these  ups  and  downs  of  the  dooji 
the  mystery  at  length  came  out;  aad  whenevex  tW 
packet-boat  sailed  for  Holyhead,  the  comnaon  queat«>  j 
over  the  whole  city  was^  whether  the  doctor  had  gMg 
on  board  f  If  the  answer  was  in  the  affirmative,  therr 
was  an  universal  joy  throughout;  all  were  sui«  «; 
being  channed  the  next  Sunday.  If  in  the  nega2i%«. 
the  poor  doctor  was  left  on  that  day  to  preach  u  \U 
bare  walls." 

While  Bob  held  forth  in  this  mannpr,  with  a  voj 
grave  phis  that  carried  a  wicked  undenneei^  vo? 
natural  to  him,  the  scene  (I  must  own)  waa  admiraUf. 
in  regard  of  the  auditory ;  and  could  give  a  bystaijdff 
room  to  form  a  certain  judgment  of  tha  weight  itf 
brains  that  came  to  the  sheire  of  every  ooa  of  thca. 
Upon  the  onening  of  the  disooursei,  all  ears  weie  altr. : 
it  was  a  solemn  silence  and  profound  attention !  U 
when  that  Demogorgon,  Ireland,  is  to  be  run  do«., 
it  is  wonderful  how  almost  every  Knglish  henit  bouad* 
for  joy.  Before  Bob  had  brought  his  fiither  tMck  fiic 
Holyhead  the  first  time,  some  bad  seDse  enough  to  •« 
the  ridicule  levelled  at  themselves^  and  anrikwi  JL 
Others  were  so  numskuUed  as  to  wait  for  the  scmi. 
composed  in  Angles^,  and  delivered  with  ^p|f^^"^  st 
St.  Mican's,  whereat  a  sudden  light  broke  in  up^ 
their  noddles ;  they  could  stand  &t  joke  no  laufs, 
and  slunk  away  too.  But  when  it  came  fo  the  n&- 
bappy  consequences  of  the  doctor*s  taking  pbysac,  the 
whole  shoal  of  viztuosoes  were  sensible  to  the  strake, 
and  voided  the  room  at  once,  except  one  blue,  eur 
green  ribbon,  and  a  lieutenant-general  of  the  quen « 
army  that  had  courage  and  insipidity  enoc^^  to  hdsr 
the  poor  doctor  preach  to  the  bare  walla.  Thm  ihr 
cloud  that  had  hung  so  long  and  so  obstinately  ow 
their  intellectuals  disappeared.  However,  they  wwe  tk> 
stout  to  quit  the  field,  as  their  bettem  had  dosie,  snJ 
so  contented  themselves  with  casting  beep's  eyes  ms^ 
silly  leen  at  each  other,  while  Bob  aind  I  eopnytd  timi 
stupidity* 

lliis  received  notion  of  dulness  in  the  Irish  has  Mt 
taken  its  rise  from  the  mob^  though  they  gladly  join  «. 
the  cry.    The  £nglish  populace,  the  bluuleat  Mid  mjti 
unenlightened  race  of  people  in  £uiope,  are  incapable 
of  msjung  so  nice  a  discovery.     Tney  can  leaiiii,* 
imagine  that  tlie  Irish  have  horns  and  hoolii :  ai«d  a 
has  been  found  easy,  and  of  excellent  use  in  politick 
not  very  long  ago,  to  persuade  them  that  every  Irtoa- 
man  was  somewhat  more  than  of  Veoncr's  gang ;  onoe, 
instead  of  only   chasing,  he  was  to  have  slain  h.* 
thousands.      What  affects    the   English    mob,  wiii 
regard  to  Irishmen,  is  terror.    Our  English  ancanv* 
despatched  into  Ireland,  and*,  their  descendants  havt 
taken  effectual  care  to  fasten  this  bugbear  npoa  lt«r 
mother-country,  and  represent  the  Irish  as  naonMcn 
and  cannibals  in  order  to  justify  their  own  moie  bat- 
barous  oppressions  upon  t^nt  people.     These  dreadful 
ideas  have  left  so  strong  an  impression  that  eT«e  ai 
this  day,  when  the  nations  are  more  mixed  than  ihri 
have  bem  formerly,  an  Irishman  is  looked  upon  by  t^r 
vulgar  in  England,  remote  from  great  towt»y  as  a  n«- 
head  and    bloody-bones!      It  is  therelbie  that   th* 
ramour  spread  of  an  Irish  massacre  had  been  A.hid«1 
of  all  stratagems,  the  most  effectual  toward  pruniocui^ 
any  change  of  government  in  England,  by  the  extraM 
facility  of  raising  a  fright  in  the  good  people  tiwrr. 
whenever  the  Trojan  horse  is  supposed  to  be  fiUed  vit^ 
Irishmen.     This  may  suffice  to  excuse   that  banr<t 
generotion  of  mortals  (foe  whom  I  have  a  great  ttgaid. 
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1 1  hafe  a  nid  eonoem  fur  all  men  that  an  caaily 
irown  into  a  panio  fear)  from  having'  had  any  hand  in 
itroduciDg  the  opinion  of  Iiiah  dulneit.  That  grand 
rcanura  could  be  discoveicd  only  by  &e  •ubiinicr 
eniuMt  of  England. 

However,  this  opinion,  foolishly  attriboted  to  the 
Ijmate,  hai  lome  Inith  in  it,  with  ragaid  to  tboie 
miianti  of  old  nobility  and  gentry,  who  have  been 
ripped  by  the  iniqnity  of  Cromwell,  and  the  greater 
ie  of  CUrmdon,  of  all  they  bad  a  title  to^  except  the 
lood  and  spirit  of  their  anceston.  Then  are  a  eevere 
(td  a  very  inconvenient  burden  to  them  at  home, 
here  tfaey  are  obliged  to  keep  them  under  haichce  in 
le  neighbourhood  of  banacki,  and  of  more  tyrannical 
uticei  of  peace.  There  are  in  Ireland  a  thooMnd 
til- born  BrutoMa  of  this  kind,  whose  souls  are 
upified  by  the  perpetoal  dread  of  persecution,  and 
ue  not  peep  out  of  their  bodies  lest  diey  should  fall 
ndn  the  lash  of  the  penal  laws.  But  snitch  these 
ntato-mongcrf  from  tiieir  immediate  slavery,  or  from 
If  plougbihares  to  which  their  ikthers  have  been 
tduced,  into  an  air  of  liberty  and  politeness;  trans- 
luit  tfaem  but  for  one  month  into  the  hot-beds  of 
ondoD,  bow  sudden  is  the  change !  how  surprising  the 
nprovement !  The  booby  instantly  commences  beau, 
Ally,  sharper,  and  cuckold-maker  with  a  vengeance ! 
i  is  pattty  pnesf o,  in/#,  Jack  of  all  trades ;  all  lire,  all 
tffcury  in  the  turn  of  a  hand !  With  what  dexterity 
M  be  empty  the  pockets  of  that  notable  son  of  earth, 
le  Rngliih  *squire,  at  seven  or  eleven  \  What  a  sturdy 
ick  is  he  to  a  bashful  English  peer !  What  an  awe 
oei  his  modest  assurance  create  in  all  the  assemblies 
t  men !  How  do  the  London  ladies  lall  into  fits  at 
it  approach,  alarmed  at  the  sight  of  his  broad 
Mmldcn,  and  engaging,  though  somewhat  rough, 
Idieaes.  But,  to  eooolnde,  &is  wonderftil  oieta^ 
lorphose  of  mere  animals  into  smart  and  dexterous 
4I0W1,  by  the  change  of  air«  though  it  may  go  against 
le's  stricter  moials  to  justify  their  indnsl^;  it  is 
vd  to  blaoM  them  for  taking  what  reprisals  diey  can 
(mn  the  public  in  Bogland,  by  way  of  revenge,  or  at 
aitwme  amends  for  the  irreparable  wrongs  and  losses 
I  home* 

In  the  mean  time  it  is  impossible  for  an  upright  and 
KMl-natured  spirit  not  to  look  with  concern  upon  the 
■human  slavery  of  the  poor  in  Ireland.  Sinoe  they 
tre  neither  liberty  nor  schools  allowed  them ;  since 
leir  clergy,  genemlly  speaking,  can  have  no  learning 
It  what  they  scramble  for  through  the  extremities  of 
dd  and  hunger  in  the  dirt  and  egotism  of  foreign 
liv^ties ;  since  all  together  are  tuider  the  perpetmd 
<vad  of  perseeption,  and  have  no  security  for  the 
ijoyment  of  their  lives  or  their  religion  against  the 
ihoal  thunders  of  the  English  Vatican,  but  the 
vvenf  moment :  how  can  it  be  expected  they  should 
!n»  clear  of  superstition  which  is  so  elegantlv  and  so 
uly  called  hy  a  modem  author  the  s|)leeu  of  the  soid  1 
tit  that  of  my  spirit  is  up,  and  I  must  out  with  it, 
tcT  having  awed  pardon  of  my  friend  Mr.  Pope,  for 
wing  animadvert^  upon  his  jokes  in  the  **  Dunciad  *' 
ith  regard  to  Ireland.  Those  railleries  are  so  agree- 
lie  to  the  btmour  of  the  world  in  general  that,  like 
rourite  vices,  they  carry  their  excuse  along  with  them. 

"  II<'U.  }iatria  \  iafidU  mmitim  viclna  BritaunU; 
Olim  •llrix  divAm ;  loholi  Jam  Hepe  no\crca 
Ihirm  tarn,  tnqae  dies  alHi  data  prnda  eolooM. 
T*.  «him  spvmit,  aiat  •oms  seoola :  ana  abi  eallam 
liiUsit,  llbeiti  poanas  luit«xttl  amoris  ; 
\ut  via  colU  Jiigo,  demissis  auribu»,  ultro 
A  put,  inopa  animi.  et  Jam  non  tua  iicmlnat  arva. 
Sir,  uno  tntcamo,  le  oonprlmit  altar  adulter 
Nefittkvr.  «i  tooituro  iafeUs  noat  imptoba  cakat 
(Vcula :  MU  Scolus  ille  rapax,  aeu  Saxu  tuperbua. 
QuiB  Hctu  hlwce  tkxeX  atnpria  ?  tua  drporit  uaque 
Stfrp*  aiiti<|tM :  novia  aolum  licet  mm  beatia : 
InqiM  vieam  seae  (as  diia  ssaadaa  paUiuit   . 


Gartatiaii :  tibi  rata  qaiss  t  tfbl  petfidns  idem 
IItf«tia  et  hoapea  iikeat.    Qui  ditidU.  imperat  Anglui, 
Irameritam  in  terria  matrem  te  acilicet  unam 
Temnera  ISm,  et  amara  nefaa.    Quia  atrenaaa  auait 
CoaauloUaa  tibi,  at  aon  imsMSKw  aaae  parentia, 
Sasftpar  ia  exitiua  yracepa  rait  ?    Immiaat  Anglua, 
Iratiaque  ttui  divia  jabet;  utqae  tumoaclt 
Btla  jeear,  erudelia  et  implacamlia  Inatat. 
Bellgio  dal  open  socleri  ;  nee  deAen  atros 
Intar,  quoa  iavita  parts,  diaeoidia  (tattiei. 
'notia  victa  malia  aervit  fortuna  MeduMs 
AnsUn ;  et  honiftcoa  anguoa  quatit  uta  quotannis. 
Ut  libeC  caaa  trad ;  aea  rumpere  fiadera  malh. 
Sea  fera  bella  ciat  dvUia;  apaigara  paatra 
Vafta.  diaa  oondit  latoa ;  tibi  torpia  egestaa.  ' 
Et  metua,  et  dolus,  et  maleauada  peritia  lejifum 
loTJfllaBt :  at  nee  melior.  neane  fbitinr  lib, 
Nl  (fivlaa  raaa :  ai  to  tibi  avtior  hoatls. 
N«e  aatia  «ai  in  vola  turn  jaidaaa  tyraaasB, 
Et  coluiaae  novoa  renuanti  popUte  litua. 
Improba  »i  miaeram  non  rideat,  atque  cateuia 
Crinina  Acta  tida  et  dadecua  tnsap<T  addat 
UifltoriiB  flUlaa  nordadbua :  iade  per  orfaem 
Joatia  vioU  dii^  sinul  iamiaanbiliB  audia. 
D&m  decpecta  jaoea.  Aogli  paeri  atquo  puelln 
niadent,  Impnni  rudem  atolidamque  notuutes, 
Et  magb  inaalal.  Jocua  ea  et  fUmla  vtilgt. 
Uadiqae  ta  laaciaat  apiaa ;  rapit  Aaglia  floica 
Uaqua  tttoa :••..•• 

Fniatrk  tibi  lucet  Apollo 

Oratus,  et  vterno  flkvenrnt  carmine  MusaB : 
Fhutril  aalmos  virtate  tuoa  Mara  trapiger  auzit : 
Oadit  ia  Anillaanaa  daeua  at  laoa  Hmnataga  fiuraa. 
Nimirum  quodeunqoa  ttti  Ucen  nepoica 
Fortiter.  aiit  aacrla  moniti  acripterc  camcania. 
Deainit  eaae  tauml  nee  ^na  inlmiea  cachinnia 
Bascit.  dnm  tibi  laplat ones;  torn  apleodida  mendax 
ladnit*  et  fUaia  oivat  iaalgnita  tniplMaia. 
Proh  acf  lua  I  Harpyv  maoibua  dum  plaudit  atriaque, 
Te  nudam  atque  inupeni,  totua  to  aibilat  orbla  I 
Nampa  ace  i  gnatia  aderit.  qui  Tindleet,  nltor, 
Sxavlaa?  ai  nemo  doni,  niai  pvoditor,  aoaam 
Ferra,  parena,  liert  exul,  open.    Sanaiaaa  ueAindan* 
Ant  allttiaae  nefaa  fraudem.    Manet  unlcua  hcroa. 
letua  amore  tul  miaera  (cognomen  Achlllei 
Is,<ra>»f  aravr,  habet)  nee  tantia  hoatibna  impar, 
Soiila  al  Inviitiw  pergit  tola  aapera  eontra, 
Et<|aatit  indomisim,  mvdiia  in  milliboa.  baalam. 
Immemor  ipaa  aoi.  apretas  memor  uaque  parentia. 
Hie  tibi  fldna  adeat^— Hoc  uno  excepto.  alienoa 
Quiaqne  doni  patltur  mnnea ;  eatcjue  omnia  Hibemna 
Kprfe*  mekuva  Aaglua." 

The  remains  of  the  Irish  {ReUquim  Danaum  atque 
iamuiit  AchiUn)  labour  under  another  very  great  in- 
convenience.  They  are  iar  from  partaking  of  the 
indulgence,  or  other  privilege,  allowed  to  all  other 
peo|jle,  by  an  exemption  from  any  general  charge  on 
account  of  personal  defects  or  viDanies.  if  one  Irish- 
man of  any  distinction  be  found  a  blockhead,  a  knave, 
a  traitor,  or  coward,  there  arises  a  certain  mirth  upon 
the  discovery  among  strangers  of  all  kinds,  especially 
the  English ;  as  if  they  were  glad  to  light  upon  an 
example  in  that  nation  of  what  is  a  pretty  general 
rule  in  moat  countries  at  this  time  of  day.  But  where 
they  dare  joke  upon  it,  the  single  blot  is  imputed  with 
great  gaiety  to  that  whole  people.  Thus  all  Ireland 
is  made  answerable  for  the  faults  of  every  one  of  bor 
children;  and  every  one  of  these  bears  the  whole 
weight  of  his  country  upon  his  shoulders.  This  is  tlie 
greatest  of  all  compliments  if  taken  in  a  right  light. 
It  presupposes  a  certain  infallibility  aimexed  to  the 
Irisn  alone,  which  makes  the  world  enjoy  any  excep- 
tion from  it  with  so  much  pleasure.  In  tliis  uncouth 
attitude  the  Irishman  must,  in  his  own  defence  and 
that  of  his  whole  country,  be  braver,  and  more  nice  in 
regard  of  his  reputation  than  it  is  iieccssarv  fur  any 
other  man  to  be.  All  that  he  gets  generally  for  his 
pains  is  the  character  of  having  behave«l  as  nii^ht  be 
expected  from  an  Irishman :  yet  if  tliere  be  any  crime 
or  mistake  in  bis  conduct,  not  only  he  but  his  whole 
country  is  sure  to  pay  for  it.  lliis,  in  strictness, 
regards  only  the  Irishmen  abroad ;  tliose  at  home  may 
be  Englishmen,  and  join  in  the  banter  when  they  please. 

AU  this  is  owing  to  the  cilumny  disjiersed,  time 


J' 


672 


SPlSTOLAItV  C0RRE8PONDENCK. 


out  of  mind,  by  tbe  tongues  and  pens  of  the  two  neigh- 
bouring  nations  in  order  to  justify  their  own  barbarous 
proceedings  in  regard  of  that  unhappy  people.  But, 
not  to  misspend  our  time  upon  those  wretched  his- 
torians and  geogmphers  who  hare  continued  so  long  to 
mislead  the  world  in  that  respect,  there  has  appeared  of 
late  a  writer  of  importance,  the  malignity  of  whose 
aspersions  upon  die  Irish  has  spread  itself  with  an  air 
both  at  home  and  abroad.  This  is  the  famous  lord 
Clarendon,  whose  long  legend  is  translated  into  French. 
He  was  the  man  generally  employed  by  king  Charles 
I.  in  that  ruinous  paper  war  ne  unfortunately  waged 
with  his  parliamentarians,  who  never  entered  into 
negotiation  with  him  but  with  a  view  of  imposing  upon 
the  people,  and  procuring  a  respite  for  themselves  when 
tliey  were  inferior  in  tl^  field.  In  this  fatal  medley 
of  war  and  peace,  both  out  of  their  proper  season,  the 
king  was  undone,  as  well  as  the  church  and  monarchy, 
by  the  mixture  of  fear  and  corruption  that  reigned  in 
Clarendon,  and  his  fellows  of  the  privy-council. 
They  engage-d  him  to  strip  himself  of  his  rights  in 
favour  of  his  rebels :  and  then_  took  effectual  care  to 
alienate  his  mind  from  the  most  loyal  subjects, 
especially  the  Irish,  whom  they  represented  as  a  parcel 
of  inhuman,  intractable,  and  senseless  brutes,  in  order 
to  deter  him  from  accepting  all  they  were  worth  in 
men  and  money,  to  support  his  sinking  cause.  These 
notable  counsellors,  after  having  done  edl  the  vile  work 
inspired  to  them  by  their  cowardice,  or  their  hollow 
intrigues  with  parliament,  fled  generally  to  it,  and 
became  its  dupes  at  last.  The  king,  robbed  by  their 
infusions  of  the  assistance  of  his  most  gallant  and  loyal 
friends,  both  in  England  and  Ireland,  found  himself 
obliged  to  fly  to  the  Scots,  who  soon  delivered  him  up 
to  his  mortal  enemies. 

Clarendon  followed  the  fate  of  the  royal  son,  and 
would  not  sufler  him  to  transport  himself  into  Ireland 
at  the  instance  of  that  English  hero,  lord  Digby,  in 
order  to  vindicate  his  own  cause,  and  that  of  his  father 
while  he  was  yet  alive.  By  his  removal  into  France, 
tliat  was  then,  and  a  long  time  before,  in  a  tacit  con- 
federacy with  the  parliament,  the  father  lost  his  life 
M\n\\  the  [scaffold ;  the  loyalists,  and  especially  the 
Irish,  were  devoted  to  destruction  soon  after,  for  having 
been  willing  to  support  the  king,  in  spite  of  his  coun- 
cil. They  lost  their  lives,  and  all  their  lands  at  home 
under  the  violence  of  a  triumphant  rebellion,  when 
they,  had  no  prince  to  countenance  or  unite  them. 
Numbers  followed  the  royal  exile ;  changed  sides  with 
him  as  lie  was  obliged  to  change  protection  with  the 
contending  powers  of  France  and  Spain ;  served  him 
faithfully,  and  assisted  him  in  his  distress.  But  the 
Clarendons  of  the  council  had  contrived  matters  so 
we11,^^that  the  father^king  could  not  maintain  his  rights, 
because  they  would  not  let  him  trust  his  friends ;  nor 
the  son  ever  be  restored,  but  by  the  declared  enemies 
and  assassins  of  his  fatlier. 

At  the  Restorotion,  that  ought  to  liave  settled  the 
fundamentals  botli  of  church  and  state  upon  a  basis 
no  mora  to  be  shaken  by  popular  commotions,  the  joy 
was  so  universal  throughout,  upon  the  meeting  of  the 
king  and  his  people,  that  they  unhappily  passed  their 
time  in  capping  of  courtesy  and  compliments  with 
each  other.  The  king  would  exact  nothing  from  them 
with  an  air  of  resolution,  out  of  pure  modesty  and 
grateful  deference  to  his  restorers.  Though  he  was 
very  hard  put  to  it  for  the  maintaining  of  his  own 
family,  and  in  no  manner  of  condition  to  reward  his 
fellow-sufferers,  he  was  advised,  forsootli,  only  to  re- 
commend to  his  people,  with  great  humility,  wliat  he 
sliould  liave  demanded  with  authority  for  the  redress 
of  his  and  their  former  wrongs,  and  the  further  security 
lioth  of  the  temporal  and  spiritual  establishment  The 
people,  on  the  other  liaiui,  were  grown  so  weary  of 


their  past  servitude,  and  so  charmed  to  Ke  their  livfc^ 
prince  among  them,  that  they  waited  only  for  'n 
commands  to  show  their  prompt  obedience,  and  lookw 
upon  all  his  slight  overtures,  as  things  he  ^had  vq 
little  at  heart 

In  this  giddy  interval,  the  oecasioii  of  seenria^ft' 
rights  both  of  church  and  stale  was  lost :  sod  ftr 
prime-minister  Clarendon,  who  was  taken  for  the  Up;* 
second  self,  profited  by  the  mutual  ecstasy  of  kiof  i.vl 
people  to  aavance  the  ends  of  his  own  avarioe  v>\ 
ambition.  While  the  prince,  after  ao  tcdioos  m 
exile,  gave  himself  up  to  the  eujoyuaait  of  his  p«" 
happuiess,  the  subjects  squared  all  the  regolst»Bf  •' 
government,  and  the  measures  of  justice,  I7  thertasi- 
ard  of  Clarendon,  whom  they  reckoned  the  fiuttfx' 
echo  of  their  master's  intentions.  The  plans  iAwit- 
siastical  and  civil  establishmeots  were  cqaallv  or* 
mitted  to  his  can;  and  he  has  left  such  a  gsaftrt 
in  both  as  has  .since  reached  tiieir  very  vitak  IW 
church,  it  is  trae,  was  restored  to  her  tivings;  iMtU 
pales  were  so  ill  fenced,  that  an  immdatioD  nf  ifi 
those  sectaries,  who  had  so  lately  borne  her  down  tn^e 
ground,  has  forced  its  way  into  her  TCty  sanctosr, 
and  while  they  graciously  sufler  her  nmsom  to  mb«. 
appropriate  to  themselves  all  her  riches  and  anttMn 
Clarendon,  in  that  happy  conjuncture,  might  hare  ft* 
Uie  lengths  of  Laud  and  Stmfford  with  socoml  BiJ 
their  undaunted  seal  never  coold  iababft  such  a  b^- 
as  his.  They  had  rendered  her  one  of  the  meit  in 
and  amiable  societies  in  the  universe,  free  from  7 
ranny,  inaccessible  to  heresy :  whereaa,  in  her  pw: 
state,  she  is  become  the  helpless  victim  of  CIsieiMtot 
politics,  and  neither  durst  stand  by  her  principle  »« 
assert  her  doctrine,  while  all  her  hieiarchy  is  in  belBi*^^ 
hands.  Whatever  the  appearances  may  be,  she  hu ' 
fact,  changed  places  with  her  adversary •  Presbftny  > 
become  episcopal ;  and  she  is  reduced,  in  letiai  «'' 
her  authority  and  livings,  to  be  ooly  presbytmsD;  J 
short,  she  has  taken  a  huge  dose  of  landanmB ;  a»l  v 
in  no  danger,  though  she  have  no  pols^  becaa^^ 
has  been  fbrced  to  sleep  extremely  soiukL 

All  this  has  hefidlen  the  church,  aa  a  neeesMrr  t» 
sequence  of  Chirendon's  horrible  preraricatiooi  sad  &• 
justices  with  respect  to  the  state.  In  all  natiaLJ 
churches,  loyalty  and  religion  are  linked  in  s  rr7 
close  union,  and  tend  naturally  to  the  sappoct  of  ^ 
other.  Where  the  one  is  wounded  in  any  oKstsl 
part,  the  evil  is  taking,  and  the  other  suffets  of  off*- 
Clarendon  opened  the  administration  of  king'Oiarln  H 
with  the  most  unexampled  and  impolitic  vMf,  <- 
regard  of  monarchy,  that  ever  appeared  in  the  «cs^ 
The  church  and  monarchy  had  just  been  rcscned  fi« 
the  claws  of  a  horrid  rebellioo.  Those  loyaliiCB,  vikw 
neither  the  corruption  of  the  former  privy-council  va 
the  terrors  of  the  parliament  had  withdnwn  fi« 
their  seal  for  the  royal  causey  had  been  long  pf^ 
ing  under  cruel  oppression  or  miserable  exile.  IV 
h«l  now  reason  to  natter  themselves,  not  only  with  ur 
repossession  of  their  land,  but  the  reward  of  their  «aft>j 
ings  and  services.  But  though  tiioosaiids  of  IsTV 
families  had  been  undone  by  tfe  rebeHien,  CUi««^ 
by  imposing  on  his  master*s  indolence  and  Cwali^' 
ordered  matters  so,  that  he  was  the  only  conttdcr*^-^ 
gainer  by  the  Restoration,  and  made  his  fntuw  >« 
|)erpetuating  the  distress  and  unaoeoontable  hani  u^ 
of  the  cavaliers,  after  the  return  of  their  prince.  1^ 
men  of  quality  alone,  who  had  the  king's  iainif«i>^ 
favour,  or  cunning  enough  to  deal  with  the  ehsntfl^' 
ill  his  own  way,  were  reinstated  in  their  laud*.  Tv 
rest,  and  the  far  greater  number,  were  left  to  the  •»» 
world,  or  the  permission  of  sharping  by  a  lottwy,  •^'' 
unworthy  resource  was  soon  taken  from  tbeo.  *  ^ 
rehels  and  their  issue,  the  spawn  of  iknatici«m  >^ 
rebellion,  were  continued  in  their  ilt-gotleo  »-^"*^****' 
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and  comtqufpUyt  as  diey  had  art  enough  to  diMemble 
their  old  religion  and  principle!,  were  gaily  admitted 
ioio  the  belt  prafennenta  both  iu  church  and  itatey  and 
lent  a  helping  hand  to  all  their  brethren  in  iniquity, 
under  the  nine  mask.  The  abandoned  caYuliert  and 
their  ditiuherited  oflipring  must  even  nuke  the  best 
of  a  bad  world;  and  since  they  were  undone  by 
lujalty,  eodearour  to  repair  their  broken  fortunes  by 
&ctioo,  and  lie  in  wait  for  an  opportunity  to  be  re- 
Tcnged  of  the  royal  family.  This  could  not  be  long 
miiiiog  in  a  government  the  majority  of  whose  sup- 
porter! were  divided  against  it  by  their  rotten  and 
oiitimonarchical  principles;  and  therefore  it  is  ob- 
mvable  that  the  most  strenuous  opposers  of  the  royal 
cause  since  the  Restoration  were,  and  still  are,  the 
deiceiidants  of  those,  ikmilies  that  bad  behaved  with 
ihe  ttsocbcst  loyalty  in  the  days  of  king  Charles  I. 

Tbof  the  proceedings  of  Clarendon,  upon  the  Resto- 
iitioD,  only  laid  in  seed  for  a  large  crop  of  rebellion. 
Hov  eould  the  church  and  monarchy  thrive,  by  f<ie- 
teriog  their  covert  foes  in  tlieir  very  bosom,  and  obliging 
tbeir  only  friends  to  become  their  inveterate  enemies  f 
No  loyalty  in  the  universe  but  the  Irish  alone  could 
be  proof  against  sucb  usage.  No  church  in  Christen- 
dom, nut  even  the  Catholic,  could  stand  firm  and 
united  if  lectaries  of  all  the  present  denominations  were 
sdmitted«  upon  the  merit  of  one  oCTemony,  or  rather 
ehoeeu  to  make  up  her  hierarchy.  And  thus  Claren- 
doD,  by  his  ui^ust  and  interested  politics,  has  been  the 
mi  father  of  Whiggism,  the  second  edition  corrected 
tad  amended  of  the  Roundheads,  that  has  found  the 
way  to  make  an  indisputable  property  of  Ireland,  and 
to  torn  the  natural  frame  of  the  church  and  state  of 
Eoglaxid  Aors  Jt  poge,  by  the  address  of  stepping  into 
their  places. 

This  may  seem  hard  upon  the  memory  of  that  gen- 
tleman ;  but  after  the  most  impartial  reflection  it  will 
be  found  undoubted  truth.  The  gallant  lord  Digby 
opened  the  charge  against  him  in  parlianaent,  the  third 
jear  of  his  maladministration,  to  no  purpose:  his 
sMcodant  was  still  too  prevalent  over  the  aing  and  the 
Cogliih  nation.  Most  of  the  rebellious  members,  who 
owed  their  all  to  him,  were  yet  alive ;  and  the  uni- 
venities  had  not  yet  had  time  to  form  the  youth  to  the 
socieot  principles  of  honour  and  integrity.  At  length 
the  Teil  was  drawn  off,  and  the  eyes  of  the  whole  na^ 
tioQ  opened  upon  the  iniquity  of  Clarendon,  during  the 
most  loyal  and  wise  session  of  parliament  that  perhaps 
nrer  was  seen  in  England.  But  it  was  too  late.  Found- 
itioos  could  not  be  removed  then,  without  tbreaten- 
iQ(f  the  whole  building  once  again.  The  only  redress 
^  could  be  found  for  such  a  heap  of  crying  injus- 
tices, that  are  aud  ever  must  be  in  force,  was  the  head 
»f  Clarendon,  that  contrived  and  established  them— 
m  admirable  state-mender,  who  had  foimd  no  other 
KZpedieut  for  the  support  of  the  monarchy  but  that 
>f  {Kitting  loyalty  to  death  I 

He  fled  bis  country  aud  his  master,  after  he  had 
lone  them  all  the  mischief  he  could,  bdcause  he  durst 
M>t  stand  his  trial.  Ue  vanished,  and  left  a  horrible 
•teoch  behind  him  to  this  day.  The  few  friends  he 
^  upon  his  impeachment,  could  find  no  defence  for 
^uo  against  the  vile  treachery  of  having  kept  corre- 
<poodenoe  with  his  master*s  enemies  during  his  exile, 
uid  made  a  visit,  incognito,  to  Cromwell,  upon  his 
'Slum  from  his  embassy  in  Spain.  Ue  had  no  pre- 
tfttce  to  secure  him  from  the  vengeance  due  to  his 
onner  crimes,  but  that  ample  act  of  oblivion  he  had 
xooed  himself  upon  the  Restoration,  and  had  made 
o  vastly  comprdiensive  in  order  to  find  room  in  it  for 
III  own  iuiqmty.  But  that  aiare  magtuim  could  not 
are  him  from  the  prodigious  charge  of  having  sold, 
lot  settled,  the  whole  kingdom  of  Ireland  afterward, 
iis  fligbt  alone  could  rescue  him  from  the  wrath  of 
vou  II. 


the  whole  English  nation  against  him,  for  his  having 
doomed  so  many  thousands  of  innocent,  or  rather  of 
meriting  people,  to  the  utmost  extremities  of  shamoi 
cold,  and  hunger,  to  serve  the  purposes  of  his  own  cor> 
ruption,  and  to  make  rebellion  as  lasting  as  the  world. 

Not  all  the  mutual  cruelty  of  the  civil  war,  not  tha 
massacre  acted  in  Ireland,  nrrt  under  the  connivance 
of  the  roundhead  justices  at  Clonlarf,  Ballock,  Ac. ; 
next  by  the  Scots  in  the  island  of  Maggee,  nsar  Car- 
rickfergus,  and  then  by  sir  Phdim  O'NeiVs  brutal 
revenge  in  a  part  of  At  north,  which  was  retaliated 
more  than  tenfold  by  Coote,  Ireton,  and  Cromwell, 
over  that  whole  kingdom,  can  equal  the  lirt  of  those 
loyal  Irish  families  which  have  been  rased  out  of  the 
world  in  miserable  infamv  by  the  pen  of  Clarendon ! 
The  rump  parliament,  and  all  its  emissaries,  were  but 
transient  juagues,  that  rioted  for  a  while  over  the 
church,  the  state,  and  the  royal  fiunily  of  England. 
The  band  of  God  soon  overtook  them.  They  died, 
and  all  their  iniquities  and  abominations  had  died 
with  them,  had  not  the  churdi,  the  state,  and  the  royal 
family,  found  their  bane  perpetuated  to  immortality 
by  the  single  corruption  of  Mr.  Hyde,  the  chancellor 
of  the  exchequer  and  the  lord  bigh-duncellor  of  Eng- 
land. 

During  his  voluntary  exile,  Clarendon,  to  justtiy 
bimself  and  bis  amphibious  companions  of  the  former 
privy-council,  digested  at  Rouen  that  long  and  eloquent 
satire  he  had  composed,  for  the  most  part,  in  the  isle 
of  Jersey,  upon  the  king*s  father  and  all  his  friends, 
but  especially  the  Irish ;  because  they  never  can  for- 
give wno  do  the  wrong.  He  has  taken  a  vast  deal  of 
pains  to  blanch  rebellion  in  all  its  promoters,  and  cast 
mvidious  colours  upon  the  most  eminent  loyalists. 
He  can  scarce  find  a  man  of  thorough  worth  and  sense 
in  the  royal  party  in  England,  except  Mr.  Hyde,  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  and  the  lord  Falkland. 
No  Irishman  has  the  honour  of  his  approbation  but 
Daniel  0*NeiU  and  colonel  Wogan.k  However, 
though  he  allows  the  former  more  sense  than  came  to 
his  ^aie  of  all  his  countrymen  together,  he  vitiates 
that  sense  with  a  raxiture  of  too  much  cunning, 
whereby  he  mounted  to  the  sublime  post  of  groom  of 
the  bedchamber,  which,  in  his  opinion,  ought  to  be 
inaccessible  to  an  Irishman.  As  for  co1on«  Wogan, 
he  is  so  much  in  love  with  him  that  he  sinks  the  men- 
tion of  his  country ;  and  though  he  executed  his  pur- 
pose with  wonderfril  courage  and  dexterity,  he  looks 
upon  him  as  a  little  out  of  his  senses  because  he  was 
extremely  loyal  and  brave.  He  omits,  however,  giving 
him  the  honour  of  having  saved  the  king's  life  at  the 
battle,  or  rather  flight,  of  Worcester,  by  the  desperate 
stand  he  made  at  the  head  of  300  horse  against  Crora- 
wells  whole  army,  in  the  suburbs  of  that  town,  till 
the  king  and  colonel  Careless  were  out  of  sight.  How 
could  the  father  king  be  maintained  on  bis  throne,  or 
the  son  be  restored  to  it  by  his  friends,  since,  in  the 
language  of  their  dastard  or  corrupt  counsellors,  all 
that  was  brave  was  mad,  and  all  that  was  thoroughly 
loyal  and  firm  savoured  of  popery :  but  as  an  in- 
stance of  the  unfair  dealing  of  the  English  historians!, 
the  glory  of  the  escape  at  Worcester  has  always  been 
ascribed  to  their  countryman  Careless,  as  if  it  were 
more  honourable  to  fly  with  the  king  than  to  stop 
those  that  are  in  full  chase  alter  him.  The  rest  of  tM 
Irish,  according  to  Clarendon,  were  a  horrid  com- 
pound of  stupidity  and  barbarism,  except  the  mar- 
qniscs  of  Ormond  and  Clanrieard,  who  were  still 
mors  cunning  than  Daniel  0*Neil,  and  not  half  so 

•  An  iatrixiiing  tout  very  able  eoattier.  oAsb  meatlonpd  la 
CUrsodon't  bbtory.  Ha  wha  groiNB  of  th«  fliamhsr  to  Ghadss 
U 

b  A  nallint  oavalier.  who  undertook  the  drtnermts  task  of 
nbirchtog  thioogh  Knglaad  with  a  ]«ity  of  royailil  osvnlty. 
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mad  as  Wogan.  Yet  if  the  privy-oouncil  of  kiug 
Charles  I.  bad  been  as  wise  or  as  houest  as  the  su- 
preme  couucil  of  Kilkenny,*  he  had  never  beeti  en- 
gaged to  divest  himself  of  his  own  xrill  and  prerogative 
till  he  was  forced  to  maintain  his  cause  with  the 
wretched  remains;  he  had  never  been  sold  by  one 
people,  or  beheaded  by  another,  who  had  nothing  but 
treason  in  iheir  hearts  and  cant  in  their  religion. 

But,  on  the  other  hand.  Clarendon  so  kindly  reoom- 
mends  the  persons,  and  mixes  such  shining  colours  in 
the  talents  and  characters  of  the  most  notorious  traitors, 
that  one  can  hardly  find  in  his  heart  to  detest  them  for 
their  villanies.  The  virtues  <^  the  bravest  cavaliers 
are  tarnished,  and  the  vices  of  the  blackest  republicans 
brightened  up  in  his  hands.  Milton  engages  our  fan- 
cies, perhaps  too  far,  in  favour  of  tlie  devils,  by  the 
lively  and  beautiful  images  he  often  mixes  with  their 
characters ;  but  if  he  had  dealt  with  the  angels  as 
Clarendon  has  with  the  cavaliers,  the  devils  had  un- 
doubtedly been  the  heroes  of  his  poem.  In  short,  he 
has  left  a  legend  to  all  posterity,  the  best  lesson  that 
has  ever  yet  been  given  to  wicked  subjects,  and  the 
most  encouraging,  to  dethrone  or  destroy  their  kings. 

If  justice  had  been  done  to  that  voluminous  treatise, 
it  should  have  had  the  same  fate  with  the  petition  he 
left  behind  him  in  London,  addressed  to  the  house  of 
lord^,  by  way  of  justification,  which  was  unanimously 
voted  by  both  houses  a  malicious  and  scandalous 
paper,  and  a  reproach  to  the  justice  of  the  nation. 

Hut  that  posthumous  work  came  out  in  excellent 
season  for  him.  The  church  was  wonderfully  per- 
verted for  him,  which  made  her  overlook  the  mortal 
wound  he  has  given  her  through  the  side  of  the  state. 
The  state  was  possessed  by  his  grandchild.  The  wit- 
nesses against  his  fiiUehoods  and  calumnies  were  no  more 
in  being.  That  England,  which  had  him  in  the  greatMt 
detestation  in  1667,  and  for  many  years  after,  subsisted 
no  longer.  The  lists,  both  ecclesiastical  and  civil, 
were  thronged  either  with  the  unwary  admirers  of  bis 
style,  or  with  those  that  owed  their  fortunes  to  his 
motley  establishments.  His  perpetual  running  down 
of  the  Irish  was  no  small  help  toward  gaining  him  a 
general  benevolence  among  the  Engluh  and  Scots, 
whose  rank  treasons  be  had  taken  so  much  pains  to 
soften  or  to  spare.  His  books  had  frontlets  of  Scrip- 
ture to  recommend  and  sanctify  all  their  veuom.  I1iis 
is  but  the  second  part  of  the  Spanish  hypocrisy  in 
America,  while  they  murdered  whole  nations  in  cold 
blood  with  their  beads  in  their  hands. 

How  could  any  better  dealings  be  expected  from  a 
man  who  had  resolved  to  make  his  fortune  at  any  rate, 
nay  at  the  expense  of  his  trust,  honour,  and  loyalty, 
when  abroad ;  as  most  of  bis  companions  in  the  former 
privy-council  had  done  before  him,  to  keep  their 
estates  at  home  f  He  had  none  to  lose  that  could  be 
as  beneficial  to  him  as  bis  attendance  on  his  exiled 
master.  However,  in  order  to  bid  fair  for  one,  it  is 
notorious  that,  in  the  year  1657,  when  he  found  his 
master's  affairs  desperate,  he  made  his  peace  and  terms 
with  Cromwell,  by  the  mediation  of  Mr.  secretary 
Thurloe,  whpm  he  was  afraid,  on  account  of  that  con- 
fidence, not  to  protect  after  the  Restoration ;  and 
then,  since  he  could  not  sell  his  master  during  his 
exile,  he  made  himself  more  than  amends  after  his  re- 
turn. He  first  sold  one  of  his  kingdoms,  with  all  its 
loyal  subjects  (who  had  ruined  themselves  by  their  en- 
deavours  to  serve  and  assist  him,  both  in  and  out  of 
their  country),  to  his  known  enemies :  he  then,  by  his 
base  and  faithless  moderation,  sold  the  church  and 
state  of  England  to  their  false  friends:  and,  lastly, 
did  worse,  by  the  rotten  foundations  he  laid,  than 
Cromwell  and  all  his  accomplices   could  ever  have 
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compassed,  since  he  sold  the  royal  hmfij  of  &igUii 
to  distress  and  exile  for  all  eternity. 

As  I  am  under  voluntary  aiticles  ncitfaer  to  commI 
nor  disguise  any  of  my  thoughts  from  Mentor,  vy 
spirit  has  been  tempted  to  wander  into  this  long  dia» 
tation,  in  order  to  give  itself  some  ease,  while  it  bd 
the  satisfaction  of  opening  itself  entirely  to  him.  I  sn 
willing  to  flatter  myself  it  has  some  syvpothy  vitii 
his,  which  1  should  be  extremely  sony  ti>dioek,« 
even  disoblige,  by  this  frank  eunfesaiou  of  my  shd- 
meuts.  If  I  have  incurred  his  displesaore  by  bt 
freedom  of  speech  that  may  be  offensive,  or  any  oolkaf 
that  may  be  repugnant  to  his^  1  sabmit  to  his  eowsc 
and  am  willing  to  stand  coRCeted.  I  do  nut  pttied 
either  to  instruct  bis  better  gcniu^  or  to  fivotsy 
thoughts  upon  him.  I  am  a  fond  odmiicr  sf  ibt 
worth  and  generosity  whidi  has  pnt  a  stop  to  bis  iira$ 
in  the  world.  I  have  no  petsonal  enmity  to  toj  ma 
living,  nor  any  interest  in  view  that  can  intafere  in  iW 
least  with  Mentor^s. 

It  is  true,  I  reckon  Clarendon  a  morepeniK»B 
subject  and  a  worse  man  than  tim  Inave  and  «i^ 
Cromwell.  I  take  him  to  be  the  author  of  most  in- 
parable  mischie&  to  the  church,  the  state,  and  ooe 
especially  to  the  people  of  England,  whom  his  detufi 
to  maintain  in  a  perpetual  snperiority  over  their  pfi&cr 
has  devoted  to  perpetual  slavery.  He,  for  his  ova  c«h 
(as  he  fairly  declared  to  the  earl  of  Sonthompicii,)  m 
well  as  in  compliment  to  them,  hindered  the  fint  ptf- 
liaraent  after  the  Restomtion  to  settle  a  conslaat  sod  n< 
defeasible  revenue  upon  the  ciown;  whereby  it  bi 
been  screened  from  fisctions,  and  the  govcmmcDt  6m 
revolution,  which  must  necessarily  hanpsnwheicb 
prince  must  depend  on  the  people  for  ma  ymilj  "^ 
sistence,  ami  the  maintenance  of  his  own  itstpaal 
family.  This  was  by  no  means  the  cifeaatftum 
of  the  kings  of  England  till  James  L  had  sqoei- 
dered  away  all  the  royal  demesnes  upon  his  hai^ 
and  insatiable  countrymen ;  and  so  made  bis  sa  < 
soerifioe  by  forcing  him  to  beoome  a  bull-beggar. 

All  the  constitutions  of  our  western  world  begn 
by  limited  monarchies,  after  the  fall  of  the  Roh> 
empire,  as  most  adapted  to  the  roirit  and  gsniis  ^ 
our  Gothic  ancestors.  These  limitatiKis  ngu^ 
the  measures  of  peace,  the  means  of  war,  and  tbe  itgo- 
lar  administration  of  justice^  but  not  the  (huly  Ire*' 
of  the  sovereigns,  wno  had  lands  and  imjocdii* 
vamalages  of  their  own  for  the  snpnoK  of  tfasir  ^^ 
and  dignity.  Our  Norman  monarens  were  the  R^J 
arbitrary  onm  in  Europe,  exotpt  those  of  Ca^ 
who  were  complimented  with  absolute  sway  hf  ^ 
people  to  enable  them,  without  any  dday  or  csovHs' 
tion,  to  issue  their  orders,  and  iimms  the  va^ 
invasions  of  the  Moon,  whose  noignbouihood  vat ' 
perpetual  alarm. 

However,  as  the  common  people  of  Englsnl  ve> 
generally  villains  or  slaves  to  their  lords,  msis  \i'^ 
became,  by  the  impoctaaoe  of  their  vssmlsgsi,  so  h■^ 
ditsry  council  of  states  upon  extmordiimxy  oocsnoA 
when  it  wm  thought  convenient  to  gain  their  ssoMK' 
by  the  compliment  of  asking  their  advice  or  their  eoe- 
currence  in  taxing  their  vassak  for  the  public  ^^ 
The  weak  priuom  of  the  Hantagonet  frmily  («^ 
has  prodttoed  the  greatest  in  Europe)  were  msai^y 
given  over  to  favourites  and  minions ;  as  weak  piuoo 
generally  are,  becaum  they  have  not  their  glory  «" 
|x>wer  so  much  at  heart  as  their  private  sstidsroaB- 
The  berotis,  m  counsellon  by  €bmt  birth  sod  fcrtua 
were  so  disgusted  at  this  humour,  and  otsabadia  ^ 
other  vexations  that  hod  their  rise  in  the  kiag'i  ek^ 
and  not  in  his  council,  that  they  made  fkfqosut  osn- 
federacies  of  rebellion,  on  pretence  of  grievsiieci;tf" 
as  they  were  supported  by  the  people,  obtained  (n>| 
concemieus  in  ueir  fiivour  from  the  crowu.    To* 
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kingt  found  no  way  of  supporting  theniMlvcs  agaimt 
the  baroiM,  but  by  diiengagiug  the  people  from  them. 
Thb  they  effected  by  admitting  them,  who  had  no 
mauner  of  pretence  to  it  before,  to  appear  by  their 
repreaentatives  in  the  great  council  or  the  nation, 
which  obtained  the  name  of  parliament,  whenever 
they  had  any  occasion  for  tubsidiet  against  the  barons, 
or  the  foreign  enemies  of  the  state.  The  people,  in 
return  of  their  liberalities,  obtained  frequent  enlarge- 
ments of  their  wivileges.  But  the  Plantagenets  and 
Tudors  had  still  an  ample  share  of  their  absolute 
dominion  left,  and  were  greatly  superior  both  to  the 
people  and  the  barons.  They  had  it  always  in  their 
power  to  divide  afid  rule,  because  they  had  where- 
withal, by  their  own  demesnes,  to  maintain  their  state 
Independent  of  them,  except  where  the  right  c^  the 
crown  was  in  dispute.  They  called  parliaments  when 
they  listed,  and  dissolved  them  as  freely  ;  or  browbeat 
tbem,  when  they  had  spirit,  into  what  they  pleased. 
Whfether  it  regarded  peace  or  war,  church  or  state,  their 
will,  in  effect,  was  a  law ;  and  they  had  no  need  either 
of  tricks  or  double-dealings,  or  of  upstart  prime  minis- 
ters. These  they  made  use  of  to  execute  their  orders, 
not  to  gain  tiieir  points. 

But  after  king  James  I.  had  lavished  the  ample  de- 
mfsoei  left  him  by  queen  Elizabeth,  the  case  was  quite 
altered.  Hb  successor  could  neither  maintain  his  au- 
thority over  the  people  nor  in  his  own  house,  for  want 
of  mean*  to  support  his  dignity.  He  was  reduced  to  a 
wretched  dependency  on  his  vassals,  who  never  fail  of 
becoming  insolent  where  they  know  they  axe  masters. 
As  fast  as  he  called  them  together  they  began  with 
c^>nnp1aints,  though  they  never  had  less  cause  for  them. 
He  wanted  subsidies,  in  fact,  for  the  maintenance  of 
his  household,  but  made  use  of  other  pretences,  after 
the  example  of  his  ancestors,  who  were  under  no  such 
extremities  at  home.  They  ^immediately  called  for  the 
previous  redress  of  supposed  grievances,  and  so  he  dis- 
solved and  redissolved  them,  which  was  almost  the 
only  branch  of  power  he  had  left  him.  Under  these 
hardahtpB  he  could  hold  out  no  longer ;  and,  without 
debasing  his  majesty,  could  find  no  other  resource  for 
subsisting  in  independency  but  that  of  reviving  some 
rights  and  claims  of  his  despotic  ancestors,  which  were 
grown  into  disuse,  because  they  had  no  need  of  them. 
All  thia  came  very  short  of  his  necessary  expenses,  and 
increased  die  ill  humour  of  the  people;  who  were 
growing  extremely  rich  and  luxuriant,  on  account  of 
giving  him  nothing  but  extorted  trifles.  At  length  his 
wants  obliged  him  to  lay  himself  at  the  mercy  of  a 
aaucj  and  mexorable  house  of  commons,  upon  which 
be,  bis  ministers,  and  his  barons  split  at  last.  Surely 
TV9  prince  ever  found  himself  in  so  forlorn  and  deplora- 
ble a  situation  as  hb,  from  the  first  sitting  of  that 
parliament  upon  hb  majesty  till  the  last  sitting  upon 
ku  life. 

He  had  been  long  borrowing  ftom  all  the  world, 
upon  the  credit  of  dead  authority,  in  order  to  give 
bread  to  a  household  he  could  not  pay.  All  hb  serv- 
ant*, from  the  secretaries  of  state  down  to  the  scullions 
of  faia  kitchen,  were  in  an  interest  contrary  to  that  of 
hf«  dignity,  and  could  never  hope  either  for  their  ar- 
rears or  their  current  wages,  but  by  his  being  welt  with 
a  parliament  that  never  intended  to  be  well  with  him. 
Hrs  honour  was  concerned  in  supporting  his  rights  :  his 
neoeesity  and  conscience  in  making  away  with  them  by 
degrees,  in  hopes  that  his  parliament  might  at  length 
he  engaged  by  his  condescensions  to  allow  him  where- 
withal to  pay  hb  debti  and  ileftay  his  daily  expenses. 
All  those  that  served  him,  either  in  his  council  or  his 
hotiae  or  hb  parliament,  had  a  personal  interest  in 
making  him  take  this  party,  except  those  very  few 
that  were  sacrificed  for  voting  generously,  and  at  their 
owu  cost,  on  the  side  of  his  honour.     All  the  rest  were 


bribed  against  his  tvyal  dignity,  by  their  wants  and 
their  fears ;  and  not  only  left  him  to  be  worried  un- 
mercifully by  two  nations,  under  tiie  insolent  pretensions 
of  loyalty  and  religion,  but  obliged  him  to  waste  part 
of  his  force,  and  all  his  indignation,  against  a  diird,  the 
only  one  diat  had  real  loyalty  and  religion  enough  to 
fesfore  him. 

The  mettle  and  superior  genius  of  Cromwell  sub- 
dued* faction  and  rebellion,  by  the  very  power  they  had 
put  into  their  hands  against  the  lawful  sovereign.  He 
supported  his  state,  and  terrified  all  Europe,  as  well 
as  the  three  nations,  by  the  grandeur  of  his  courage 
and  the  spirit  of  hb  army,  which  he  made,  in  effect, 
hb  parliament.  They  paid  themselves,  and  laughed 
at  the  constitution.  Upon  the  return  of  king  Charles  II., 
the  English  nation,  grown  wise  by  a  very  dear-bonght 
experience,  had  resolved,  at  their  first  meeting  in  par- 
liament, to  [set  the  royal  family  in  its  ancient  state  of 
independency  upon  the  people,  except  upon  extraordi- 
nary occasions,  by  settling  a  perpetual  revenue  on  the 
crown,  and  thereby  securing  it  from  the  unavoidable 
danger  and  insolence  of  faction.  Clarendon,  as  perfi- 
dious to  hb  country  as  to  hb  sovereign,  has  hindered 
this  excellent  purpose  from  takine  etfirat,  by  his  vile 
and  interested  infusions,  and  made  himself  a  merit 
with  the  English  nation  of  what  has  left  it  a  pey 
ever  since  to  unavoidable  discontents  and  convulsions. 
By  thb  means,  and  the  abrogation  of  the  ancient 
tenures,  the  crovm  was  aliaiidoned  to  a  more  wretched 
necessity  of  begging  annually  and  condescend hig 
than  before ;  and  robbed  of  its  old  influence  and  au- 
thority over  the  people.  Thus  the  kings  of  England 
were  left  in  a  worse  state  than  the  ancient  kings  of 
Sparta,  llieir  cellars,  their  kitchens,  and  the  wages 
of  their  footmen  and  grooms,  depended  upon  the  good 
graces  of  tlie  huuse  of  commons :  their  inherent  rights 
of  making  war,  and  peace,  and  alliances,  or  issu- 
ing qtto  warrant99,  &c.,  were  but  mere  feathers,  the 
sport  of  every  wind  that  blew  from  the  ephori  cf  the 
people. 

In  thb  manner  king  Charles  II.,  though  the  idol  of 
England,  was  forced,  by  the  malign  ascendant  of  Cla- 
rendon, to  become  her  wretched  pensioner.  King 
only  (and  a  very  limited  king)  of  Sc(»tland,  and  tyrant 
of  Ireland,  to  no  manner  of  purpose  for  himself,  but  to 
the  exceeding  joy  of  hb  own  and  his  father*s  enemies, 
he  led  a  life  of  continual  struggle  and  uneasiness,  from 
which  he  had  no  relief,  but  in  turning  rake  and  drown- 
ing his  royal  spleen  in  all  the  common  pleasures  he 
could  afford  himself.  To  ward  against  those  factions 
that  arose  naturally  out  of  the  triumph  of  the  good  old 
cause,  and  aimed  at  nothine  less  than  his  life  and  dig- 
nity, he  found  himself  obliged  to  become  a  captain 
Tom  too,  to  mix  his  majesty  with  the  mob,  and  turn 
cabal ist  and  factioneer,  as  well  and  as  knavishly  as 
the  best  of  them.  He  must  call  parliaments  as  oft  as 
his  wants  called  upon  him,  not  to  advise  him,  (accord- 
ing to  their  original  institution,)  but  merely  to  keep 
him  from  starving  At  length  he  grew  weary  of  acting 
a  part  so  fkt  beneath  him  :  he  plucked  up  his  spirit  by 
calling  to  mind  the  power  of  his  anceston,  cast  his 
enemies  into  a  panic  fear,  put  Presbytery  to  death,  and 
died  soon  after  he  had  made  himself  in  effect  king  of 
England. 

His  successor,  who  had  not  the  force  of  his  genius, 
and  had  more  religion  than  either  he  or  Clarendon 
would  have  thought  necessary,  was  so<in  outwitted  and 
outdone  by  faction.  He  had  been  used  to  closeting, 
favourites,  and  intrigues  during  hb  former  life,  in 
order  to  secure  hb  rights  against  die  inconvenience  of 
that  religion ;  and  after  he  had  mounted  the  throne  with 
great  acclamation,  he  misplaced  his  confidence  upon 
those  that  grew  too  hard  for  him  at  his  own  a'eaiwns. 
As  he  had  made  himself  pretty  easy  in  his  domestic 
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circumgtancei,  by  making  upalittledemesneof  forfeited 
estates,  he  was  not  so  entirely  at  the  devotion  of  his  par- 
liament as  his  predecesBon  had  been ;  and  so  b^an  to 
resume  the  old  prerogatives  of  the  crown,  without  a 
sufficient  fund  of  money,  or  friends,  or  art,  to  make  them 
pass  upon  a  people  diat  had  so  long  looked  upon  them- 
selves as  masters,  with  a  great  deal  of  reason.  He  did 
not  sink  under  the  mutual  villany  of  privy-council  and 
parliament,  like  his  father ;  his  favourites  in  the  privy- 
council  alone  were  more  than  enough  for  him.  Deserted 
by  two  kingdoms,  and  attacked  by  a  foreign  power ; 
since  he  was  too  good-natured  to  allow  any  foreign 
power  to  su|^ort  him,  he  had  nothing  left  but  the  com- 
mon people  of  Ireland,  and  those  remnants  of  Catholic 
nobility  and  gentry  there  who  had  rested  their  estates, 
by  favour  or  interest  at  court,  out  of  the  intricacies  of 
Clarendon's  act  of  settlement :  for  the  in  6  nitely  greater 
number  of  Iri^  proprietors.,  though  restored  to  their 
lands  by  the  act  of  repeal,  had  been  bred  in  ao  much  dis- 
tress and  ignorance  that  they  could  scarce  be  of  any  use 
to  him.  And  so  he  was  obliged  to  abandon  that  king- 
dom to  its  evil  destiny,  as  the  other  two  had  abandon^ 
him. 

Now  Clarendon^s  politics  began  to  have  their  full 
effect.     His  posterity  was  seated  on  the  throne.    The 
republican  tares  had  been  sown  so  thick  in  the  church 
and  state  of  England  that  they  choked  and  overtopped 
the  genuine  grain.    King  James  II.  had  given  a  liberty 
of  conscience  in  general.     This,  as  it  was  shocking  to 
the  established  church,  was  exchanged,  by  the  preva- 
lence of  calvinistical  and  freethinking  interlopers,  for 
the  softer  title  of  toleration,  which  has  been  improved 
by  a  very  easy  turn  of  legerdemain  into  actual  domi- 
nion.    A  great  cry  was  kept  up  on  all  sides  about  the 
dangers  that  threatened  the  church.     The  unthinking 
Tories,  or  church-of- England  men,  joined  in  it  along 
with  the  Whigs,  with  a  view  of  keeping  out  popery. 
The  Whigs  heightened  it  at  every  turn,  not  to  keep  out 
popery,  which  they  made  use  of  as  a  bugbear,  but  to 
oblige  the  church  to  suppress  her  true  doctrine  and  dis- 
cipline, and  let  in  presbytery.     The  Tories  were  all 
along  the  dupes  of  this  farce ;  and  king  William,  with 
all  his  penetration,  could  not  see  through  the  whole 
plot,  or  did  not  go  all  the  lengths  he  should  to  favour 
the  Whigs,  and  thereby  secure  his  own  independency 
on  the  people.     He  had  a  very  uneasy  time  or  it,  while 
he  laboured  in  vain  to  mix  parties  that  never  can  in- 
corporate.   The  Whig  will  never  become  Tory :  the 
Tory,  generally  speaking,  is  not  so  stubborn.     It  is 
true,  he  never  will  expose  his  life  or  his  fortune  by 
rising  to  the  sublime  pitch  of  a  cavalier,  which  renders 
any  government  secure  against  him.     He  may  drink, 
and  prate,   and  protest,  to  get  a  name  among   the 
vulgar;    but    Ciarendon^s     usage    of   the    loyalists 
after  the  Restoration   is  a  sufficient  warning  to  him 
to  keep  his  own    house  and    live   within   die   verge 
of  tlie    laws    in  being.       However,  as  he  will    not 
play  the  fuol  for  church  or  state,  he  is  extremely  wise 
m  regard  of  himself.      Loyalty    and  religion    hang 
loose  enough    about  him,   and   he   can   turn   Whig 
without  much  difficulty,  where  he  can  find  a  consider- 
able advantage  in   it     And  thus  king  William,  by 
endeavouring  to  jumble  both  parties  together,   became 
agreeable   to  neither ;  and  had  shared  the  same  fate 
with  his    predecessor,    if    the    war  which   England 
necessarily  drew   upon  itself,  and    the    absolute  do- 
minion he  had  over  the  seven  provinces,  had  not  kept 
him   on   the  throne.      For  since  the  government  of 
England  has  been  reduced  to  a  democracy  by  Claren- 
don, the  Whigs  roust  reign  alone,  or  it  must  be  in 
perpetual  convulsions. 

That  prince  had  not  found  out  this  grand  arcanum, 

— hich  has  since  been  discovered,  and  put  in  practice 

V  infallible  success ;  and  has  rendered  his  successors 


under  an  air  of  limitation  as  absolute  in  ikct  u  117 
of  our  ancient  monarchs,  or  of  the  present  kiDgiof 
Christendom.  It  is  true  the  Tonm  had  a  lucid  h- 
terval  in  the  last  years  of  queen  Anne;  but  it  oould 
not  last,  because  they  never  can  have  spirit  enough  to 
play  all  their  game  and  fix  their  fortune.  Ttae  Wbigi. 
that  will  ever  despise  them  as  a  rope  of  and,  kre 
still  art  and  mettle  enough,  though  they  be  st  ^ 
lowest  ebb,  to  frighten  or  make  them  fall  togctim  Ij 
the  ears,  and  thereby  make  a  jest  of  all  their  prDJMH 
While  the  crown  has  no  demesnes  nor  any  i^t]«d 
revenue,  the  Tories  can  never  do  its  businca  vit& 
unanimity  and  success.  The  Whigs,  whose  biitfarigk 
it  is  to  make  the  people  uneasy  and  mutioom,  an 
never  miss  of  breakmg,  or  at  least  thwarting  their  nwt- 
sures,  under  colour  of  their  concern  for  die  gxicTaDOM 
and  unsupportable  taxes  laid  on  the  public  But  lit 
the  prince  put  himself  i^holly  under  their  pr(itRD(«. 
he  is  perfecdy  safe  in  regard  of  the  Tories;  vid  tk 
Whigs  will  easily  find  the  method  of  paying  him,  ui 
themselves  into  the  bargain,  at  the  expense  oif  tb 
people,  and  with  the  most  caxeleH  coiitem|it  of  tfan 
adversaries.  A  prime-minister,  under  the  weSaesn 
title  of  treasurer  or  secretary ;  a  privy-council,  vaie 
the  tide  of  parliament  the  miyority  of  which  s 
gained  over  by  his  art  or  his  largesses,  and  who.  is 
return,  secure  the  nadon,  with  all  its  wealth,  will  luJ 
power,  in  the  most  implicit  obedience  to  him,  aui 
consequently  to  his  master;  does  all  the  budoesfi/ 
the  crown  to  a  wonder,  and  reduces  the  people,  by 
their  own  consent,  to  as  much  slavery  as  is  ooovantBt 
for  all  the  purposes  of  the  prince. 

Thus,  in  regard  of  the  government,  ClareodoQ'* 
politics  are  endrely  overset  He  has  ruined  one  lovil 
family  by  leaving  it  at  die  mercy  of  the  people. 
he  has  ruined  the  rights  of  the  people  by  leaving  tba 
at  the  mercy  of  another  that  has  been  too  coooiif 
for  him,  and  found  the  knack  of  keeping  diem  whon 
he  proposed  to  leave  masters  for  ever,  under  peqxtuii 
and  unlimited  subjecdon,  by  the  help  and  coira^ 
of  their  representatives,  notwithstanduig  the  additkn 
of  new  and  more  irksome  limitations  of  the  aowu. 
He  had  destroyed  the  cavaliers  at  the  Restoration,  u^ 
has  given  the  amp  dk  grace  to  die  Tories  at  the  Reii^ 
lution,  which  was  a  child  of  his  own  be;getting  npB 
the  body  of  the  former  iniquity. 

The  world  has  never  seen  a  frame  of  govcramenta 
nicely  fitted  for  all  the  purposes  of  the  sovemgn  « 
the  present  constitudon  of  England.  The  king  ^ 
not  a  foot  of  land ;  yet  all  Britain  ia  his  propeity  o 
fact :  he  is  under  the  most  unbecoming  restrictions  <& 
the  eyes  of  the  people;  however,  he  can  be  as  AxgpXic 
when  he  thinks  it  necessary,  as  William  the  0«* 
queror ;  provided  he  save  appearances  by  lecdng  <^ 
forms  subsist  in  the  administradon,  be  can  turn  thm 
to  what  use  he  thinks  proper,  and  has  no  need  of  Terr 
great  dexterity  in  the  management  The  people  tsXm 
themselves  with  a  nodon  of  being  free,  because  they 
have  an  air  of  being  represented ;  and  yet  it  is  tti«i 
very  representation  makes  them  slaves.  They  hsrf  k 
real  liberty  left  but  diat  of  the  press,  which  ^osM 
soon  grow  contempdble  in  their  own  eyes  if  tfa* 
minister  (against  whom  it  is  generally  directed)  m 
sense  enough  to  despise  it  The  banws  have  00 
shadow  of  their  old  authority,  only  in  the  vain  Ui- 
mality  of  entering  their  protesta  by  half-dosens  sgai^ 
the  votes  of  a  vast  and  a  sure  nujority,  diat  spA^ 
the  sense  of  the  minister,  while  it  pretends  to  fpe»fc 
that  of  the  nadon.  All  this  is  a  riddle,— yet  '^^ 
cobbler  in  England  can  unfold  it,  to  no  manna « 
purpose  for  himself  or  his  country.  The  chsrw  «« 
irresistible ;  all  the  subjects  are  caught  in  the  ou* 
that  Clarendon  had  laid  for  the  sovereign. 

In  the  mean  dme  the  prince,  vested  by  this  wMf^ 
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in  9M  much  icr]  state  and  nower  as  tbe  most  arbitrary 
monarch  in  Europe,  has  otner  advantages,  vrhtch  none 
of  them  can  share  with  him.  The  interposition  of  his 
parliament  screens  him  ftom  all  censure,  as  well  as 
danger  or  want.  Though  he  be  an  arrant  knave  in 
bis  dealings  with  his  people,  or  a  notorious  trickster 
snd  breaker  of  public  faith  in  regard  of  his  foreign 
allisDces,  be  is  ererabsolTed  by  the  unthinking  world, 
sod  the  blame  thrown  entirely  on  his  parliament; 
which  he  is  still  supposed,  upon  the  credit  of  a  re- 
ceired  tradition,  not  to  be  able  to  goreni  or  lead  into 
sil  his  honest  nurposes,  though  it  he  in  reality  the 
best  trained  and  most  easily  managed  of  any  bc»st  of 
bunlen  in  the  universe.  So  that,  as  things  now  stand. 
Clarendon's  antimonarchical  scheme  is  like  to  con- 
tinue for  ever  the  surest  support  of  tyranny.  The 
Whigs  must  be  the  majority  in  parliament.  They 
alone  can  be  bribed  to  sell  and  subdue  the  people ; 
iod  a  king  of  Great  Britain  must  be  a  downright  fool 
or  a  madman  not  to  be  on  a  surer  foot  of  reputation, 
tt  well  as  power,  than  any  other  sovereigti  upon  earth. 
He  may  be  at  the  head  of  different  alliances  at  the 
■ametime,  as  well  as  of  different  churches ;  and  has  a 
more  undisputed  right  to  personal  infallibility  than 
the  pope.  The  other  monarchies  of  Europe,  originally 
limited,  have  become  absolute  by  the  policy  of  keep- 
ing their  ancient  demesnei,  and  adding  those  of  the 
rebellious  barons  to  them  from  time  to  time ;  that  of 
Kngland,  by  having  no  demesnes  at  all. 

In  this  happy  circumstance,  a  king  of  England, 
while  he  is  in  perfect  security  at  home,  can  keep  his 
foreign  enemies  in  awe  by  the  terror  of  his  fleets  at  sea, 
and  confederacies  on  the  continent,  or  by  sowing  cor- 
mptiun  in  councils  and  cabinets  abroad,  which  are 
now  as  accessible  to  it  as  his  parliament.  If  intrigue 
should  iail,  the  Whigs,  by  whom  he  reigns,  will 
always  find  him  money  enough  to  do  the  business. 
In  the  mean  time  he  can  stand  in  no  manner  of  appre* 
hcmion  with  respect  to  any  part  of  his  subjects,  except 
a  distant  one,  in  regard  of  those  established  by  Cla- 
rendon, to  wit,  the  Irish  Whigs.  These  have  had 
earoesC  longings  after  independency,  both  upon  the 
chorch  and  state  of  England,  ever  since  their  establish- 
ment in  Ireland.  The  division  of  the  vulgar  of  that 
country  fWmi  them  in  point  of  religion,  and  the  long 
peace  of  the  neighbouring  powers  with  England,  have 
rrodned  all  their  views  impracticable  hitherto.  Eng- 
land is  mad  enough  to  encourage  perKcution  in  that 
couQb^y;  and  if  they  can,  by  executing  the  penal 
laws  in  all  their  rigour,  force  the  people  at  length  to 
be  of  a  piece  with  them,  they  may  not  be  long  to  seek 
for  a  proper  occasion  to  withdraw  themselves  from  the 
doiaiuion  of  England,  as  the  Portuguese  did  some 
time  ago  from  that  of  Spain,  though  upon  the  same 
continent.  In  that  case,  as  they  were  founded  upon 
presbytery  and  fanaticism,  the  ecclesiastical  livnigs 
will  be  no  small  accession  of  power  and  encourage- 
ment for  them  to  return  to  the  religion  of  their  fathm. 
Their  honour  will  be  concerned  in  having  a  church  of 
their  own ;  and  there  is  nothing  so  easy  as  to  make 
tire  hundred  as  good  as  any  of  those  now  in  being 
•ithin  the  comprehensive  system. 

Who  can  think  it  strange,  after  all,  that  Clarendon 
•hould  reckon  the  Irish  a  blind  and  stupid  people, 
•itfce  they  could  not  discover  the  broad  way  to  their 
jemponil  and  eternal  happiness  as  well  as  he  and  all 
nis  pupils  of  tbe  present  latitude  ?  But,  in  the  name 
of  wonder,  since  they  could  have  made  tbe  way  to 
heaven,  notwithstanding  the  needless  burden  of  their 
Mtirl«  of  faith,  why  should  they  be  destroyed  in  this 
world  merely  upon  account  of  them  ?  Alter  having 
roffereil  so  much  for  their  rebellion  against  Cromwell, 
why  should  they  be  made  martyrs  to  their  loyalty, 
vhen  their  king  was  actually  on  the  throne  f  a  man 


must  be  stupid  indeed  not  to  see  through  all  this  me- 
chanism of  sacrificing  people  to  God  and  to  the  devil  at 
once.  But,  thanks  to  their  stars!  their  friend  Cla- 
rendon is  still  alive:  his  spirit  of  persecution  will 
open  their  eyes  at  last,  and  bring  them  to  their  senses. 
Whenever  they  can  get  clear  of  the  devil  in  his  way, 
by  having  little  or  no  religion  at  all,  they  will  soon 
become  as  wise  as  their  neighbours;  and,  by  agreeing 
among  themselves,  get  clear  of  England  and  her  church 
too  into  the  bargsun. 

Dear  Mentor,  excuse  me  for  having  finished,  as  folks 
do  generally  in  their  drink,  with  a  dispute  about 
religion  ;  I  love  religion  with  all  my  soul  where  it  is 
sincere ;  but  abhor,  above  all  things,  the  pretence  or 
abuse  of  it,  to  advance  any  purpose  but  those  that 
regard  the  other  world.  As  I  have  a  soul  (1  hope)  to  be 
saved,  I  have  studied  all  the  present  religions  wtth  care ; 
and,  if  my  creed  did  not  determine  me  to  be  a  Ca- 
tholic, I  f(eely  own  I  should  be  troubled  with  none  of 
them,  because  of  all  the  vile  and  cruel  rogueries  I 
have  seen  them  misapplied  to.  Most  of  diem,  for 
want  of  authority,  are  lost  in  f^eethinking ;  odien, 
by  arrogating  too  much  authority,  vanidi  into  supers 
stition.  These  two  kinds,  abandoned  to  such  extremi- 
ties, have  infinitely  more  business  upon  earth  than 
ever  they  are  like  to  have  in  heaven.  The  catholic 
may  be  free  from  either  if  he  pleases ;  if  he  fall  into 
either,  he  must  be  knave  or  fool.  The  same  may  be 
said  of  a  national  church,  guarded  by  the  civil,  and 
fenced  by  her  own  ecclesiastical  authorty.  She  may 
be  very  catholic,  without  being  enslaved  to  the  de- 
certals  and  extravagancies  of  popery ;  or  overlaid  by 
the  heavier  weight  of  presbytery ;  or  made  the  jest 
and  handmaid  of  freethinking.  It  is  a  general  remark 
that  two  of  a  trade  carniot  agree.  The  most  sanguine 
Jesuits,  though  they  are  forced  to  keep  some  measures, 
are  horribly  cried  out  at  by  those  who  pretend  to 
the  strictest  kind  of  reformation :  yet  these,  when- 
ever they  get  the  temporal  power  mto  their  hands, 
outdo  them  infinitely  in  all  tneir  arts  of  double-deal- 
ing and  tyranny.  But  all  our  jars  are  a  noise  about 
nothing. — Clanndon,  a  man  of  much  more  religion 
and  sense  than  either  the  apostles,  fathers,  or  councils, 
has  discovered,  of  late,  that  heresy  is  only  a  dream ; 
since,  according  to  him.  Catholic  and  Christian  are 
one  and  the  same  thing  in  fact.  So  let  us  bum 
our  books  and  our  schools,  for  there  is  an  end  of 
controversy.  However,  let  us  keep  rancour  and  per- 
secution on  fbot,  with  all  the  seal  ot  our  fathers. 
There  has  been,  and  there  is  still,  something  to  be 
got  by  it  • 

I  own  i  -am  a  little  mad ;  so  Mentor  must  take 
nothing 'ill  that  I  say  to  him.  My  patience  is  ex- 
hausted, and  I  have  done  all  I  could  to  tire  his. 
He  must  blame  his  own  good  nature,  that  has  given 
me  room  to  vent  my  spleen.  As  I  have  no  friend 
here  of  genius  or  freedom  of  thonght  enough  to  com- 
prehend these  notions,  they  had  rotted  in  my  breast, 
and  thrown  me.  perhaps,  into  some  dangerous  in- 
disposition, if  I  had  not  come  out  with  them.  I 
am  now  setting  out  upon  an  expedition  against  die 
Moors,  since  the  modem  Christians  are  too  hard  for 
me ;  and,  whatever  may  be  my  fate,  it  is  an  exceed- 
ing comfort  to  me  to  have  thus  diselwrged  my  con- 
science in  regard  of  these,  before  I  enter  the  lists 
against  tlieir  brethren  the  Mahometans. 

As  for  the  blank  verses  which  I  recommended  so 
earnestly  to  the  care  of  Mentor,  I  now  abandon  them 
to  his  discretion.  If  he  thinks  them  worth  his  cor- 
rection, he  will  give  them  to  the  public  as  he  proposes, 
without  the  name  of  an  author,  and  with  nis  own 
after  the  epistle  to  recommend  them.  It  will  do  me 
a  great  deal  of  honour,  and  1  will  take  care  it  shall 
do  him  no  manner  of  mischief.     If  he  neglect  pub* 


678 


EPISTOLARY  CORRESPONDENCE. 


lifihiDg  tbem,  I  shall  have  the  mortification  of  belier* 
ing  the  present  I  took  the  liberty  to  make  him  iiot 
worth  his  while,  or  that  my  present  liberty  of  speech  is 
offensive  to  him.  This  must  not  be.  We  are  all 
brethren  in  fact;  and  no  man  should  be  angry  at 
another  for  using  him  with  all  the  intimacy  of  a  triend, 
and  opening  his  whole  heart  to  him  without  malice  or 
disguise.  I  beg  pardon  of  Mentor,  and  of  all  those 
great  names  he  mentions,  for  my  censures  upon  rhyme 
ai^  raillery,  which  he  may  soften  or  expunge  entirely, 
according  to  his  better  judgment.  1  should  be  very 
sorry  to  make  enemies  of  those  whom,  of  all  mankind, 
I  would  choose  to  make  my  friends.  Mr.  Pope  and 
I  lived  in  perfect  union  and  familiarity,  for  two  or 
three  summers,  before  he  entered  upon  the  stage  of  the 
world,  where  he  has  since  gained  so  great  and  so  just 
an  applause.  The  other  geniuses  have  a  right  to  all 
my  regard,  by  the  merit  of  sharing  the  affection  and 
esteem  of  Mentor,  who  will  do  me  a  great  deal  of 
honour  if  he  allow  me  any  place  in  so  learned  and 
polite  a  society.  Without  any  compliment,  they  are 
fitter  for  the  Augustan  age  than  for  this.  They  are  at 
home,  and  endeavour  to  give  the  world  a  sense  of  its 
follies  with  great  humour  and  gaitey.  The  cheerfulness 
of  my  temper  is,  in  a  great  measure,  sunk  under  a  long 
and  hopeless  exile,  which  has  given  it  a  serious,  or,  if 
you  will,  a  supercilious  turn.  I  lash  the  world  with 
mdignation  and  grief,  in  the  strain  of  Jeremiah.  But 
the  world  is  grown  so  inveterate  in  iniquity,  that  I 
fear  we  shall  all  lose  our  labour.  It  will  have  just 
the  same  effect  to  flog  as  to  tickle  them.  However,  if 
there  be  any  room  for  a  grave,  sullen  fellow,  that  has 
been  one  of  the  merriest  fellows  in  Europe,  in  Mentor's 
academy,  I  offer  myself :  and,  to  pay  my  entrance,  as 
I  did  in  Newgate,*  I  send  him  a  kilderkin  of  the  best 
wine  on  this  side  of  the  country,  to  drink  their  healths, 
and  mine  if  he  pleases.  I  accept,  with  a  great  deal 
of  acknowledgments,  the  present  of  books  offered  me 
by  Mentor,  and  desire  be  will  send  along  with  them  Dr. 
Jonathan  Swift's  "  Miscellanies,*'  which  they  tell  me 
are  worth  them  all.  I  can  give  him  nothing  in  return, 
but  some  heada  of  the  Saracens  of  Oran,  which  I  shall 
be  ordered  to  cut  off,  because  they  will  not  become 
ChristiAns.  I  must  be  their  executioner  in  my  own 
defence ;  for,  with  all  my  spleen  and  vexation  of  ^irit, 
1  am  the  most  inoffensive  creature  in  the  world  in 
regard  of  religion.  I  would  not  shed  one  ounce  of 
blood  in  anger  or  enmity,  <x  wrong  any  man  living  of 
a  cracked  sixpence,  to  make  all  the  world  Catholics ; 
yet  I  am  as  stanch  a  one  myself  as  any  Pope  in  the 
universe.  I  am  all  for  the  primitive  church,  in  which 
people  made  proof  of  their  religion  only  at  their  own 
expense.  But  I  laugh  with  great  contempt  at  those 
who  will  force  others  to  Heaven  their  way,  in  spite  of 
charity. 

Though  I  should  be  in  the  deserts  of  libya,  I  can 
still  hear  from  Mentor.  It  is  not  necessary  he  should 
submit  his  criticism  or  correction  to  me,  since  I  con- 
stitute him  my  judge  without  appeal.  The  gentleman 
of  my  family  mentioned  by  him  is  the  honestest  but 
the  idlest  fellow  breathing :  I  cannot  even  get  a  letter 
from  him.  Thus  my  reliance  for  the  revising  and 
puUiihing  of  those  nieces  is  entirely  upon  Mentor, 
whom  I  embrace  with  all  my  heart  this  27di  of 
February,  1733. 


FROM  MR.  OAY. 

Mucli  18,  1738. 
Dear  Sir,— ^I  hope  this  unlucky  accident  of  hurting 
your  leg  will  not  prevent  yoiur  coming  to  us  this 
8})riug,  though  you  say  nothing  about  it.     All  your 
friends  expect  it  and  particularly  my  landlord  and 

•  Wbeni  li«  had  been  imprUooed  as  one  of  the  rebvls  takes 
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landlady,  who  aie  my  friends  as  much  m»  ever ;  asd  I 
should  not  think  them  so  if  they  were  not  a*  nudt 
yours.  The  downs  of  Amesbury  are  so  UDOoth  tkn 
neither  horse  nor  man  can  hardly  make  a  wrong  itep, 
so  that  you  may  take  your  exercise  widi  w  vitk 
greater  security.  If  you  prevail  with  the  dn^ai 
to  ride  and  walk  with  yon,  you  will  do  her  good; 
but  that  is  a  motive  I  could  never  pievul  vitb  bv 
to  comply  with.  1  wish  yon  would  try  whether  yoor 
oratory  could  get  over  this  difficulty.  General  Dwan, 
sir  Clement  Cotterell,  and  I  set  out  to-marro«  nam- 
ing for  Rousham,  in  Oxfordshire,  to  stay  teuUsji«i 
fortnight.  The  duchess  will  undertake  to  reooaniKi^ 
the  lords  of  her  acquaintance  to  attend  Mr.  Kymt 
cause,  if  it  should  come  on  before  our  return;  tk 
duke  will  do  the  same.  Her  grace,  too,  hat  uode- 
taken  to  answer  your  letter.  I  hwe  nut  diifuei 
of  your  South-Sea  bonds  *,  there  is  a  year's  iotentf 
due  at  Lady-day.  Were  I  to  dispose  of  tbfOB  if 
present,  I  should  lose  a  great  deal  of  the  premiua:  I 
paid  for  them :  perhaps  they  may  fall  lower,  but  1 
cannot  prevail  with  myself  to  sell  them.  Tlw  rugur 
ries  that  have  been  discoveried  on  some  other  aaf- 
panics,  I  believe,  make  them  all  have  Ifss  ath 
I  find  myself  dispirited  for  want  of  having  sat 
pursuit.  Indolence  and  idleness  are  the  most  tirmaif 
things  in  the  world.  I  begin  to  tind  a  dislib  t' 
society.  I  think  I  ought  to  try  to  break  myself  of  it 
but  I  cannot  resolve  to  set  about  it.  I  have  UA  J 
almost  all  my  great acquauitance,  which  saves  wci^ssf 
tiling  in  chair-hire,  though  in  that  article  the  torni 
still  very  expensive.  Those  who  were  your  tM  ac- 
quaintance are  almost  the  only  people  I  visit ;  uA 
indeed,  upon  trying  all,  I  like  them  best.  LordCufr^ 
bury  refused  the  pension  that  was  offered  him;  bcs 
chosen  to  represent  the  university  of  Oxford,  in  ^ 
room  of  Mr.  Bromley,  without  opposition.  I  kut* 
him,  and  I  think  he  deserves  it.  He  is  a  yowig  ootV 
man  of  learning  and  morals,  which  is  so  partculir 
that  I  know  you  will  respect  and  value  him;  tad.^ 
my  great  comfort,  he  lives  in  our  fiunily.  Mr.  P«fr 
is  in  town  and  in  good  health.  I  lately  psaed  a 
week  with  him  at  Twickenham.  I  must  lesve  (b 
rest  to  the  duchess;  for  I  must  pack  ap  my  AiA 
to  set  out  to-morrow,  being  the  14th  of  March,  the  d^ 
after  I  received  your  letter.  If  you  would  adriie  tv 
duchess  to  confine  me  four  hours  a>day  to  my  e«i 
room,  while  I  am  in  the  country,  I  will  write;  ^ 
I  cannot  confine  myself  as  I  ought. 


TO  MR.  FAULKNER. 

Dmnery-booae,  Mwdi  It,  int- 
Mr.  Favlxmbr, — Without  the  least  regard  to  fc^ 
wager,  1  do  assure  yuu,  upon  my  word  and  reputifre. 
that  I  am  not  ttie  author  of  one  single  Hoe  or  sjlUb-W 
of  that  pamphlet  called  "An  Infallible  Schema  to  Pif 
the  Debts  of  the  Nation  ;**•  and,  as  it  is  a  very  mje*, 
so  it  is  equally  an  imprudent  and  fallitile  proceeding 
to  pronounce  determinately  on  our  taste  and  koov* 
ledge  of  style  or  manner  of  writing,  where  very  fn^ 

i'udges  are  often  deceived  :  and  in  this  cast,  ie9  nco 
kave  suffered  so  much  as  myself,  who  have  bone  tb 
reproach  of  many  hundred  printed  papctt  wkick  I 
never  saw.  I  do  likewise  protest  in  thie  same  vacuff 
that  1  did  not  Mrrite  the  epigram  upon  Taylor,  v 
heard  of  it  until  Mr.  Pilkington  showed  it  »«  >& 
manuscript  Therefore,  pray  desire  your  wagenr,  fra» 
me,  to  be  more  cautious  in  determining  on  ffcb 
matters,  and  not  venture  the  loss  of  his  monsy  and  crf«l^ 
with  so  much  odds  against  him.  I  am  your  iifi«l!l' 
servant,  Jonatuam  Svirr. 

>  W1uchwMWTitlinhyMr.PUkiagtan.siidisfetBdBitp* 
a  hint  in  "  OalU^er's  Twrek  "  Ibr  le^iag  a  tax  upm  vie» 
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r  ttfti*  fmney  tiiould  hold,  of  taxing  me  with  all  the 
papers  that  comeoot,  end  at  the  nine  time  I  ihould 
tmke  a  Aney  to  be  a  writer,  I  ahall  be  diicoveied 
wbeo  I  have  no  raiod,  for  it  will  be  only  to  oatechite 
t  wWnerer  I  am  lutpected. 


TO    LAPY    ACHESON. 

AK  AMiL-rOOL  LKmCB. 

Sftfturdty  momhi|(.  17St. 
i  G  EKTi.K]iAN  Called  here  last  night  upon  tome  buBtnen, 
rho  took  Mr.  ■    *»  house  yetteitlay  at  dimier  in 

lis    return  from  Wicklow.*    He  telle  me  that  Mn. 

was  brought  to-bed  yesterday  momtng  at  five 

'clock  of  half  a  child,  juit  as  if  it  were  divided  in  two 
^ual  parts.  It  had  one  eye,  half  a  nose,  and  a  mouth, 
lie  1«S9  *^^  ^  horn  top  to  bottom.  They  could  see 
:  waa  a  boy,  or  rather  half  a  boy :  it  was  dead  bom, 
(fit  sbe  is  Tery  well.  It  was  thought  that  this  was  the 
a  use  &t  all  her  colics.  Mn.  Brent  tells  me  she  has 
TM)^^!!  the  like  more  than  once.  I  am  glad  the  poor 
riimati  hsui  her  mother  and  sister  with  her. 

Are  you  not  undone  for  want  of  Monky  f  How  are 
oti  f  Does  your  milk  agree  with  you  f  We  shall  see 
itti  tio  more  at  church  until  MoTiday  returns.  Adieu, 
I  mend  a  little. 


:c 


FROM  LADT  ACHESON. 

Baturds/  morning.  178fl. 
AM    greatly  surprised  at  the  account  you  gave  me  of 

KHPr  Mrs. ;  but  since  it  was  so.  1  am  heartily  glad 

he  has  got  rid  of  it.  Mrs.  Morrises  gout  seited  her  all 
%  er  oei  Thursday,  so  that  she  keeps  her  bed.  None  of 
bem  know  anvthing  of  this  matter  :  they  sent  a  boy 
esterday  to  Dilginney,  (I  will  not  mention  this  thing 
o  them  till  he  returns,)  to  let  them  know  she  was  not 
kt>1e  to  go  to  die  country.  I  am  sorry  that  you  mend 
Mtt  a  little;  this  bad  weather  has  increased  my  cough  ; 
he  milk  agrees  very  well  with  me.  I  will  be  at  your 
rbtirch  to-morrow.     I  am,  yours,  &c. 


TOMItOAY. 

Doblia.  May  4,  ITSf. 
,  A.M.  KMW  as  lame  as  when  you  wrote  your  letter,  and 
Llzuoat  as  lame  as  your  letter  itself,  for  want  of  that 
fcnb  Trom  mv  lady  duchess,  which  you  promised,  and 
rithuut  which  I  wonder  how  it  could  limp  hither.  I 
Lin  not  in  a  conditiou  to  make  a  true  step  even  on 
kuMssbury  downs,  and  I  declare  that  a  corporeal  false 
tep  i»  worse  than  a  political  one :  nay,  worse  than  a 
booaaod  political  ones,  for  which  I  ajqBeal  to  courts 
ksid  ministers,  who  hobble  on  and  prosper  without  the 
rr^a  of  feeling.  To  talk  of  riding  and  walking  is  in- 
oltin^  ine,  for  I  can  as  soon  fly  as  do  either.  It  is 
rovw  prids  or  lasineai^  tnore  than  chair-hirs^  that  makca 
he  tosm  expensive.  No  honour  is  lost  by  walking  in 
be  dark ;  and  in  the  day  you  may  beckon  a  black- 
^uarU  boy  under  a  gate,  near  your  visiting  place,  («a> 
t^rto  crarfr,)  save  eieveiipenoe,  and  get  half'^crown  s 
worth  of  bndth.  The  worst  of  my  present  misfortune 
M^  that  I  wt  end  drink,  and  can  digest  neither  for 
vaut  of  exercise;  and,  to  increase  my  misery,  the 
Kuavea  are  sure  to  find  me  at  home,  and  make  huge 
roitl  spaces  in  my  cellars.  I  congratulate  with  yuu 
lor  luaiug  your  great  aoquaiutanoe ;  in  such  a  case, 
r^ilosopbj  teachei  that  we  must  submit  and  be  con- 
:ca»t  erith  good  ones.  I  like  lord  Combury's  refusing 
tiis  petisiois  but  I  demur  at  his  being  elected  for  Ox- 
f^arU  ;  which,  I  conceive,  is  wholly  changed,  and 
nitirely  devoted  to  new  principles;  so  it  appeared  to 
n>e  the  two  last  times  I  was  there. 

J  tisKi  by  the  whole  cast  of  your  letter  that  you  are 

•  A  4sU|htlbl  village  In  the  aranty  «r  Wkklow,  about  four- 
vliBs  noa  Doblte. 


as  giddy  and  aa  volatile  as  ever :  Just  the  reverw  tlf 
Mr.  Pope,  who  has  always  loved  a  domestic  lifh  from 
his  youth.  I  was  going  to  wish  you  had  some  little 
place  that  yuu  could  c^l  your  own,  but  1  profess  I  do 
not  know  you  well  enough  to  contrive  any  one  system 
of  life  that  would  please  you.  You  pretend  to  preaoh 
up  riding  and  walking  to  the  du<^ess,  yet,  from  my 
knowledge  of  you  after  tweuty  years,  y<  u  always  joined 
a  violent  desire  of  perpetually  shifting  places  and 
company  with  a  rooted  lastness  and  an  utter  im- 
patience of  fatigue.  A  coach  and  six  horses  is  the 
utmost  exercise  you  can  bear,  and  this  only  when  you 
can  fill  it  with  such  company  as  is  best  suited  to  your 
taste ;  and  how  glad  would  you  be  if  it  could  waft  you 
in  the  air  to  avoid  jolting;  while  I,  who  am  so  much 
later  in  life,  can,  or  at  least  could,  ride  five  hundred 
miles  on  a  trotting  horM.  You  mortally  hate  writing, 
only  because  it  is  the  thing  you  chiefly  ought  to  do; 
as  well  to  keep  up  the  vogue  you  have  in  the  world,  aa 
to  make  you  easy  in  your  fortune :  you  are  merciful 
to  everything  but  money,  your  best  friend,  whom  you 
treat  with  inhumanity.  Be  assured  I  will  hire  people 
to  watch  all  your  motions  and  to  return  me  a  faithful 
account.  Tell  me,  have  you  cured  your  absence  of 
mind  f  can  you  attend  to  trifles?  can  you  at  Ames- 
bury  write  domestic  libels  to  divert  the  family  and 
neighbouring  squires  for  five  milca  round!  or  ven- 
ture so  far  on  horseback  without  apprehending  a 
stumble  at  every  step!  can  you  set  the  footmen  a- 
laughing  as  they  wait  at  dimier?  and  do  the  duchess's 
women  admire  your  witt  iu  what  esteem  are  you 
with  the  vioar  of  tlie  parish  f  can  you  play  with  him 
at  backgammon?  have  the  fikrmers  found  out  that 
you  cannot  distinguish  rye  ftom  barley,  or  an  oak  (h>m 
a  crab-tree?  You  ate  sensible  that  I  know  the  full 
extent  of  your  country  skill  is  in  fishing  for  roaches  or 
gudgeons  at  the  highest. 

I  love  to  do  you  good  offices  with  your  IVieads,  and 
therefore  desire  you  will  show  this  letter  to  the  duchess, 
to  improve  her  grace's  good  opinion  of  your  qualifica- 
tions, and  convince  her  how  useful  yon  are  likely  to  be 
in  the  family.  Her  grace  shall  have  the  honour  of  my 
correspondence  again  when  she  goes  to  Amesbury. 
Hear  a  piece  of  Irish  news:  I  buried  the  fhmous 
general  Meredytfa's  father  last  night  in  my  eatfaedial, 
be  was  ninety-six  years  old;  so  that  Mrs.  Pope  may 
live  seven  yeais  longer.  You  saw  Mr.  Pope  in  health, 
pny  is  he  generally  more  healthy  than  when  I  was 
among  you  ?  I  would  know  how  your  own  health  is, 
and  how  much  wine  you  drink  in  a  day  ?  My  stint  m 
company  is  a  pint  at  noon,  and  half  as  much  at  night ; 
but  1  often  dine  at  home  like  a  hermit,  and  then  I 
drink  little  or  none  at  all.  Yet  I  difler  from  you,  fi.r 
I  would  have  society,  if  I  could  get  what  I  like,  people 
of  middle  understanding  and  middle  rank.      Adieu. 

Jonathan  Swipt. 

FROM  LADY  BETTY  GERMAIN 

I>ondoa.  May  IS,  173S. 
I  AM  Sony  my  writing  should  inconvenience  ytur  eyes ; 
but  I  fear  it  is  rather  my  style  than  my  ink  that  is 
80  hanl  to  be  read  :  however,  if  I  do  not  forget  myself, 
I  will  enlarge  my  haud^  give  you  the  less  trouble. 
Their  graces  are  at  last  arrived  in  perfect  health,  in 
spite  of  all  their  perils  and  dangers,  though  I  must  own 
they  were  so  long  in  their  voyage  that  they  gave  me 
an  exceeding  heartache;  and  if  that  would  be  any 
hinderanoe,  they  shall  never  have  my  consetit  to  go 
back  to  Ireland,  but  remain  here  and  be  only  king  of 
Knowka  and  Diayton ;  and  I  do  not  think  it  would 
be  the  worse  for  him,  either  in  person  or  pocket.  I 
date  say  he  h  ould  not  need  a  remembrancer's  office 

»  A   (iw  mansloa  of  the   daks  of  Dorwl's.   Heveooaks , 
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for  anything  you  have  apoke  to  him  ahout :  hut,  huw- 
e?er,  I  will  not  fail  in  the  part  that  you  have  let  me. 

I  find  you  want  a  strict  account  of  me  how  I  pan  my 
time.  But  first,  I  thank  you  for  the  nine  hours  out  of 
the  twenty'four  yon  bestowed  on  sleeping ;  one  or  two 
of  them  1  do  willingly  present  you  back  again.  As  to 
quadrille,  though  I  am,  generally  speaking,  a  constant 
attendant  to  it  every  day,  yet  I  wiU  most  thankfully 
submit  to  your  allowance  of  time;  for,  when  com- 
plaisance draws  me  no  further,  it  is  with  great  yawn- 
ings  and  a  vast  expense  of  my  breath  is  asking  Who 
plays  f  Who*s  called  f  And  what's  trumps  Y  and  if 
you  can  recollect  anything  of  my  former  way  of  life, 
such  as  it  was,  so  it  is.  I  never  loved  to  have  my 
hands  idle;  they  were  either  full  of  work  or  had  a 
book ;  but  as  neither  sort  was  the  best  or  most  useful, 
so  you  will  find  forty  years  and  a  wee  bit  have  done 
no  more  good  to  my  head  than  it  bas  to  my  face. 
Your  old  friend  Biddy  is  much  your  humble  servant, 
and  could  she  get  rid  of  her  cough,  her  spleen  would 
do  her  and  her  friend  no  harm ;  for  she  loves  a  sly 
■•date  joke  as  well  as  ever  you  knew  her  do. 

The  duke  and  duchess  are  just  come  in,  who  both 
present  their  service  to  you,  and  will  take  it  as  a  favour, 
if  you  will  bestow  any  of  your  time  that  you  can  spare 
upon  lord  George.* 

Adieu ;  for  the  duchess,  the  countess  of  Suffolk,  Mr. 
Chardin,  and  I  are  going  to  quadrille. 


FROM  BCIL  OAY. 

London.  May  l».  1732. 
Drab  Sib, — ^To-morrow  we  set  out  for  Amesbury, 
where  I  propose  to  follow  your  advice  of  employing 
myself  about  some  work   against  next  winter.     You 
seemed  not  to  approve  of  my  writing  more  thbles.  Those 
I  am  now  writing  have  a  prefatory  discourse  before  each 
of  them,  by  way  of  epistle,  and  the  morals  of  them 
mostly  are  of  the  political  kind;  which  makes  them 
run  into  a  greater  length  than  those  I  have  already 
published.     I  have  already  finished  fifteen  or  sixteen ; 
four  or  five  more  would  make  a  volume  of  the  same 
sise  as  the  first     Though  this  is  a  kind  of  writing  that 
appears  very  easy,  I  find  it  is  the  most  difficult  of  any 
that  I  ever  undertook.     AfVer  I  have  invented   one 
fable  and  finished  it,  I  despair  of  finding  out  another : 
but  I  have  a  moral  or  two  more  which  1  wish  to  write 
upon.    I  have  also  a  sort  of  scheme  to  raise  my  finances 
by  doing  something  for  the  stage ;  with  this,  and  some 
reading  and  a  great  deal  of  exercise,  I  propose  to  pass 
my  summer.     I  am  sorry  it  must  be  without  you. 
Why  cannot  you  come  and  saunter  about  the  downs 
a-horseback  in  the  autumn,  to  mark  the  partridges  for 
me  to  shoot  for  your  dinner  f     Yesterday  I  received 
Tour  letter,  and  notwithstanding  your  reproaches  of 
laxiness,  I  was  four  or  five  hours  about  business,  and 
did  not  spend  a  shilling  in  a  coach  or  chair.     I  re> 
ceived  a  yearns  interest  on  your  two  bonds,  whicli  is  8/. 
I  have  four  of  my  own.     I  have  deposited  all  of  them 
in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Hoare,  to  receive  the  half-year's 
interest  at  Michaelmas.     The  premium  of  the  bonds  is 
fallen  a  great  deal  since  I  bought  yours.     I  gave  very 
near  6/.  on  each  bond,  and  they  are  now  sold  for  about 
50f.     Everything  is  very  precarious,  and  I  have  no 
opinion  of  any  of  their  public  securities;  but  I  believe 
tlie  parliament  next  year  intend  t9  examine  the  South- 
Sea  scheme.    I  do  not  know  whether  it  will  be  prudent 
to  trust  our  money  there  till  that  time.     I  did  what  I 
could  to  assist  Mr.  Ryves ;  and  I  am  very  glad  that  be 
has  found  justice.     Lord  Bat  hunt  spoke  fur  him,  and 
was  very  aealous  on    bringing  on    his  cause.      The 
duchess  intended  to  write  in  my  last  letter,  but  she  set 

•  Loid  George  Saekville  was  at  that  time  a  student  in  the 
aalvaraity  of  Dublio. 


out  all  on  a  sudden  to  take  care  of  lord  DramUbm* 
who  was  taken  ill  of  the  small-pox  at  WinckeAr 
school.  He  is  now  pcrliBctly  wdl  letamtd  (for  W 
had  a  favourable  kind)  to  the  great  joy  of  our  ttnh, 
I  think  dhe  ought,  as  she  intends^  to  renew  her  con* 
spondence  with  you  at  Amesbury.  1  was  at  DsvW 
on  Sunday.  Lady  Bolingbroke  continues  m  a  le? 
bad  state  of  health,  but  still  retains  her  spirits  \m 
are  always  remembered  there  with  great  re^Kct  ci 
friendship.  Mrs.  Pope  is  so  wora  out  with  old  ar. 
but  without  any  distemper,  that  I  look  upon  ha  \/.t  a 
very  uncertain.  Mr.  Pope*s  state  of  health  u  itucb 
in  tiie  same  way  as  when  you  left  him.  As  for  B^ 
self,  I  am  often  troubled  widi  the  oolic  I  hste  ■ 
much  inattention,  and  have,  I  think,  lower  spirit  Qm 
usual,  which  I  impute  to  my  having  no  one  pDmn  « 
life.  I  have  many  compliments  to  make  you  froa  ar 
duke  and  duchess,  and  lords  BoliugtmiLe,  Bstbcc, 
sir  William  Wyndham,  Mr.  Pnlteuey,  Dr.  ArboiM. 
Mr.  Lewis,  &c.  Every  one  of  them  is  disappoitttK  a 
your  not  coming  among  us.  I  have  not  tera(fec 
Berkeley,  but  have  read  his  book,^  and  like  msuy  ^ 
of  it ;  but  in  general  think,  with  yon,  that  it  i*  u 
speculative,  at  least  for  me.  Dr.  Ddany  1  hsvtiet 
seldom  seen  ;  he  did  not  do  me  the  honour  to  tA\» 
with  me  about  anything  he  has  published/  I  itf 
your  thoughts  upon  these  sort  of  wntings ;  and  I  AcfU 
have  advised  him  as  you  did,  thon^  I  had  lots  la 
good  opinion.  I  write  in  very  gteat  haste ;  for  J  bff 
many  Uihigs  to  do  before  I  go  out  of  town.  Ptif 
make  me  as  happy  as  you  can,  and  let  me  beer  (fa 
you  often.  But  1  am  still  in  hopes  to  see  yw,  tsd 
will  expect  a  summons  one  day  or  odwr  to  eon* "» 
Bristol,  in  order  to  be  your  guidJe  to  Amesboiy. 


:   TO  THE  REV.  DB.  HENKY  JENNY. 

AT  HIS  HOUSE  IN  AMMAOH.' 

Dublin.  JoM  s,  \:u 
Sir, — It  is  true  that  some  weeks  ago  a  mainucn|X 
paper  of  verses  was  handed  about  this  town,  and  $^a' 
wairds  printed.  The  sub^t  was,  my  great  ingistitsie 
and  breach  of  hospitality  in  pubushii^  a  copy  ^ 
verses  called  **  Hamilton's  Bawk/'  T^  writer  hio 
likewise  taken  severe  notice  of  some  other  vcnei  p^* 
lished  many  years  ago  by  the  indiscretiott  of  s  frioC 
to  whom  they  were  sent  in  a  letter.  It  was  cslM  i 
journal,  and  written  at  Mr.  Rochforfs;  and  tbccsor 
quences  drawn  fW>m  both  by  this  late  writer  is,  daf  at 
better  I  am  used  in  any  family  the  more  I  abuse  Aim; 
with  other  reflections  that  must  follow  fram  sod)  • 
principle.  I  was  originally  as  unwilling  to  be  librlM 
as  the  nicest  man  can  be ;  but  having  been  osal  t» 
such  treatment  ever  since  I  unhappily  b^an  i«^ 
known,  I  am  now  grown  hardened ;  and  while  tk 
friends  I  have  left  will  continue  to  use  me  vitb  y^ 
kindness,  I  shall  need  but  a  small  degree  of  nkilewp 
to  bear  me  up  against  those  wbo  are  pleased  to  b*  ler 
enemies  on  the  score  of  party  seal,  and  the  hopes  >^ 
turning  that  seal  to  account.  One  thing,  I  ootiJia* 
would  still  touch  me  to  the  quick ;  I  mesa  if  »J 
person  of  true  genius  would  employ  bis  peo  sf»B< 
me ;  but  if  I  am  not  very  partial  to  myself,  I  cin^-< 
remember  that,  among  at  least  two  thouasod  ipa^ 
full  of  groundless  reflections  against  me,  hniidredi  'f 
which  1  have  seen,  and  heard  of  more^  I  netrr  av 
any  one  production  that  tlie  meanest  writer  could  U^' 
cause  to  be  proud  of;  for  which  I  can  a»ign  s  ^f^ 
natural  reason ;    that  during  the  whole  busy  tioK  «{ 

■  The  duke  of  Qtieeniberrv's  eldest  toa. 

l»  "  Aleiphnia;  or.  tha  »llimte  PhllowiFlMr" 

•  He  pttitlUhed  in  Loodon,  to  the  year  I7SI.  ' 
examineu  with  Candoar,**  Sx. 

d  Rector  of  Arna«h.  and  introduesd  Into  Swift's 
*'  IUmiUuD*sBawn." 
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mj  life,  tbe  men  of  wit  (in  England)  were  all  my 
pttticular  friends,  althougfi  may  of  them  differed  from 
me  in  opinions  of  public  perwns  and  proceedings. 
Ai  to  Ireland,  where  I  lived  very  little  before  tlie 
jueen's  death,  and  ever  since  in  perfect  retirement,  I 
ronember  to  have  published  nothing  but  what  is  called 
tiie  '*  Drapier's  Letters,*'  and  some  few  other  trifles  relat- 
\ng  to  the  affairs  of  this  miserable  and  ruined  kingdom, 
fl'hat  other  things  fell  from  me  fchiefly  in  verse) 
sere  only  amusements  in  hours  of  sickness  or  leisure, 
V  in  private  families  to  divert  ourselves  and  some 
Mighboun,  but  were  never  intended  for  public  view, 
vhich  is  plain  fhnn  the  subjects  and  the  careless  way 
tf  hsndling  them  ;  neither  indeed  can  it  answer  the  true 
nds  of  vanity,  or  desire  of  praise,  to  let  the  world  see 
mch  iittle  sallies  of  fancy  or  humour,  because,  if  they 
be  ill  or  iniliflfvreutly  performed,  (which  must  often 
be  the  case.)  the  loss  of  reputation  is  certain ;  and 
liovever  well  executed,  after  a  week's  vogue,  tiiey  are 
utterly  forgoltvu.  I  know  not  how  I  come  to  be  led 
K)  far  from  the  subject  of  your  letter.  I  confess  there 
sere  lome  few  persons  who  made  random  conjectures 
ihst  you  might  possibly  be  concerned  in  the  paper  you 
feiut  at,  but  they  were  such  who  knew  very  little  of  you 
IT  me;  for  others  who  were  better  acquainted  with 
It  both  have  always  cleared  you,  because  they  did  not 
look  upon  that  paper  any  way  equal  to  your  known 
pod  sense  and  candour,  or  talent  of  writing.  And 
uto  myself,  1  had  further  conviction,  because  I  knew 
liow  w(dl  you  were  acquainted  with  the  whole  history 
lod  occasion  of  writing  those  verses  on  the  barrack  ; 
^w  well  pleased  the  master  and  lady  of  the  family 
»«n  with  it ;  ^ba,t  you  had  read  it  more  than  once ; 
il^  it  was  no  secret  to  any  neighbour,  nor  any  reserve 
but  that  against  giving  a  copy.  You  know  well  by 
sbst  incidents  that  reserve  was  broken,  by  granting  a 
popy  to  a  great  person,  and  from  thence  how  it  fell 
into  other  hands,  and  so  came  (as  is  the  constant  case) 
^  be  published,  and  is  now  forgotten.  I  confess  my 
'wn  conjectures  about  this  late  libel  against  me  lay 
towsrdi  another  gentleman,  who,  I  am  informed,  liath 
nice  cleared  himself,->I  mean  Dr.  Tisdall: '  but  that 
uipiciou  was  first  taught  me  by  others :  and  yet  I 
know  very  well  that  for  at  least  fifteen  years  past 
'i*  hath  been  often  engaged  in  a  kind  of  flirting  war 
^fiatiric  burlesque  verse  with  certain  wags  both  in 
^wn  and  country,  who,  it  seems,  were  provoked  with 
liii  faculty  of  jibing,  and  used  to  answer  him  in  his 
ovQ  way.  Yet  I  have  been  assured  that  in  these 
combats  he  was  generally  mistaken  in  his  adversaries, 
hUihg  foul  upon  many  persons  who  never  dipped  a 
pra  either  for  or  against  htm  :  and  I  think  you,  among 
''i^cni  had  some  marks  of  his  favour.  But  as  to  me, 
'ho  I  lolemnly  profess  was  always  entirely  innocent, 
ijuriiig  the  whole  time  that  his  pen  and  tongue  took 
^is  unhappy  turn,  as  well  as  before  and  since,  I  could 
<^er  be  one  month  at  peace  for  his  wit ;  whatever 
*«  writ  to  ridicule  him  was  laid  at  my  door,  and 
Mily  by  himself;  with  a  further  declaration,  much  to 
^y  honour,  that  he  knew  my  style,  would  trouble 
bimself  to  inquire  no  further ;  and,  using  my  sirname, 
||ud  1  was  his  man.  Some  of  his  performances  I 
i^>ve  teen,  and  have  heard  of  more,  besides  the  great 
•Jumber  he  kept  in  petto  ;  so  that  five  or  six  geiitlc- 
n»en  have  often  and  very  lately  assured  me  that  in  one 
evening  littiug  he  has  produced  a  dozen  of  his  libels 
«My  against  me;  desiring  I 'might  be  told  of  it, 
"•J  aMuring  those  gentlemen  that  the  whole  dosen 
^l^o^ild  be  published  if  1  would  not  let  him  alone. 

iiA  ^°  ^'*  gentleman  Dr.  SwUI  addreaed  a  letter.  April  M. 
"04.  on  the  auh)«el  of  his  addreMSt  to  Mra.  Johnson,  avuring 
nim  T«ry  candidly  that  he  had  himself  never  seen  any  other 
|^>  whoM  oooveisation  be  imtirely  vmlnsd ;  and  tnriy  giving 
■OMwt  to  her  marrying  Dr.  Tisdall. 


This  was  a  little  hard  upon  me,  who  had  never  one 
single  moment  in  my  life  the  least  inclination  to  enter 
the  lists  with  him,  at  those  or  any  other  weapons  what- 
soever, any  more  than  I  would  venture  to  sit  four  hourt 
disputing  with  him  any  point  of  controversy.  I  con* 
fcss  thu  keenness  of  the  doctor  in  determining,  when- 
ever he  was  attacked,  to  fix  on  me  fbr  his  adversary, 
inclined  me  to  conceive  that  he  might  probably  have 
written  this  last  paper,  and  other  people  had  the  same 
thonght :  but  I  hear  he  hath  utterly  denied  it ;  and  I 
believe  him :  for  I  am  confident  he  is  an  honest  man, 
but  unhappily  misled,  through  the  whole  course  of 
his  life,  by  mistaking  his  talent,  which  lie  hath,  against 
nature,  applied  to  wit  and  raillery  and  rhyming : 
besides  wnich,  his  incurable  absence  of  mind  on  aJl 
occasions  and  in  all  companies  hath  led  him  into  ten 
thousand  erron,  especially  of  that  kind  which  are 
mortal  to  all  agreeable  or  improving  convenalion,  and 
which  hath  put  him  upon  sucn  a  foot  with  every  fHend 
that  I  heartily  lament  the  situation  he  is  in. 

1  entreat  your  pardon  for  the  length  and  insignifi- 
cancy of  this  letter,  but  my  solitary  way  of  life  is  apt 
to  make  me  talkative  upon  paper.  I  desire  you  would 
believe,  first,  that  I  have  so  nequentlv  been  libelled, 
that  my  curiosity  to  know  the  authors  is  quite  exttnct, 
though  that  of  some  friends  is  not ;  secondly,  that  I 
am  not  hasty  in  judging  of  men's  style,  or  matter,  or 
malice.  I  can  venture  to  say  that  a  thing  is  not  writ- 
ten by  such  a  penon,  because  it  is  much  below  hia 
giMxl  sense ;  and  to  look  among  the  herd  of  dunces  it 
endless.  As  to  yourself,  I  hope  you  will  be  my  witness 
that  I  have  alwajrs  treated  you  with  particular  distinc- 
tion ;  and  if  we  differ  in  opinions  relating  to  public 
proceedings,  it  is  for  very  good  reasons :  you  are  an 
expectant  fh>m  the  world  and  from  power ;  I  have 
long  done  with  both :  having  been  an  original  offender 
against  all  principles  set  up  since  the  death  of  the 
queen,  1  could  not  think  it  worth  my  while  to  quit 
my  old  ones,  and  must  have  done  it  with  an  ill  graces 
though  honour  *aiid  conscience  had  been  out  of  Use 
question.  Whoever  really  believea  that  things  are 
well  is  many  ways  happy;  he  is  pleased  with  the 
world,  (as  1  was  formerly,)  and  tbe  world  with  him ; 
his  merit  is  allowed,  and  favour  will  certainly  follow ; 
which  I  heartily  wish  you,  only  desiring  that,  in  what 
appears  to  my  eyes  a  very  dirty  road,  you  wonld  pick 
out  the  cleanest  stages  you  can;  and  believe  me  to  be, 
with  much  esteem,  sir,  your  most  obedient  humble 
servant,  Jonathan  Swirr. 


FROM  LADY  CATHERINE  JONEB. 

JmM  1ft.  nst. 
The  return  of  my  humble  thanks  to  Mr.  Dean,  br 
the  date  it.  bears,  looks  more  like  a  slumber  of  grati- 
tude than  the  quick  sense  of  that  rare  virtue  which 
I  owe  to  you,  sir,  for  the  trouble  you  have  so  willinglv 
undertaken  in  executing  what  I  so  much  desired^ 
since  the  manner  you  have  done  it  in  answers  my 
wishes  in  every  respect  The  proposal  yon  made  I 
acquainted  my  sister  Kildare  and  niece  Fanny  Con- 
ingsby  with;  for  I,  being  but  one  part  of  tbe  family, 
cannot  act  further  than  they  will  consent,  which  is, 
that  they  will  settle  twenty  shillings  per  year  that  you 
may  never  be  liable  to  any  more  trouble  upon  the  same 
occasion. a 

I  need  not  inform  Mr.  Dean  (hat  the  world  teaehea 
us  that  relations  and  friends  look  like  two  different 
species  :  and  though  I  have  the  honour  to  be  allied  to 
my  lord  Burlington,  yet,  since  the  death  of  my  good 
father  and  his,  the  notice  he  takes  of  me  is  as  if  1  was 
a  separated  blood ;  or  else,  I  am  vain  enough  to  say, 

aFortbeporposeorkcepiagioMpalr  Ibe  nKmaBSBt  of  bar 
grandfather,  arditaishop  Jones. 


683 


EPISTOLARY  CORRESPONDBNCB. 


we  are  iiirang  from  one  ancestor,  vhoee  ashei  keep 
up  a  greater  Jiutre  than  thuse  who  are  not  reduced 
to  it 

I  cannot  conclude  without  aajing  that,  were  I 
worthy,  in  any  way,  to  have  the  pleaaore  of  aeeing 
dean  Swift,  I  do  not  know  any  passion,  even  envy, 
would  not  make  innocent  in  my  ambition  of  seeing 
the  author  of  so  much  wit  and  judicious  writing  as  I 
have  had  the  advantage  to  reap.  Your  most  humble 
and  obliged  servant,  Cathebinb  Jones. 

Your  opinion  of  Bf  r.  French*  is  just,  and  his  due. 

TO  THE  REV.  JOHN  BRANDRETH. 

DEAN  OF  EMLY.^ 

Dublin,  June  SO.  1739. 
Sib, — If  you  are  not  an  excellent  philosopher,  1  allow 
you  personate  one  perfectly  well ;  and  if  you  believe 
yourself,  I  heartily  envy  you ;  for  I  never  yet  saw  in 
Ireland  a  spot  of  earth  two  feet  wide  that  had  not  in  it 
something  to  displease.  1  think  I  once  was  in  your 
county,  Tipperary,*^  which  is  like  the  rest  of  the  whole 
kingdom,— a  bare  face  of  nature,  without  houses  or 
plantations;  filthy  cabins,  miserable,  tattered,  half- 
starved  creatures,  scarce  in  human  shape ;  one  inso- 
lent, ignorant  oppressive  'squire  to  be  found  in  twenty 
miles*  riding ;  a  parish  church  to  lie  found  only  in  a 
summer-day's  journey,  in  comparison  of  which  an 
English  farmer's  bam  is  a  cathedral ;  a  bog  of  fifteen 
miles  round ;  every  meadow  a  slough,  and  every  hill 
a  mixture  of  rock,  heath,  and  marsh;  and  every 
male  and  female,  from  the  farmer  inclusive  to  the  day- 
labourer,  infallibly  a  thief,  and  couseoueutly  a  l>eggar, 
which  in  this  island  are  terms  convertible.  The  Shan- 
non is  rather  a  lake  than  a  river,  and  has  not  the  sixth 
])art  of  die  stream  that  runs  under  London  Bridge. 
There  is  not  an  acre  of  land  in  Ireland  turned  to  half 
its  advantage ;  yet  it  is  better  improved  -than  the 
people :  and  all  these  evils  are  eflfects  of  English  ty- 
ranny ;— so  your  sons  and  grandchildren  will  find  to 
their  sorrow.  Cork  indeed  was  a  place  of  trade;  but 
for  some  years  past  is  gone  to  decay ;  and  the  wretched 
merchants,  instead  of  being  dealers,  are  dwindled  into 
pedlars  and  cheats.  I  desire  you  will  not  write  such 
accounts  to  your  friends  in  England.  Did  you  ever 
see  one  cheeriul  countenance  among  our  country  vul- 
gar f  unless  once  a-year  at  a  fair  or  on  a  holiday,  when 
some  p<x>r  rogue  happened  to  get  drunk,  and  starved 
the  whole  week  after.  You  will  give  a  very  diflerent 
account  of  your  winter  campaign,  whoi  you  can't 
walk  five  yards  from  your  door  without  being  mired 
to  your  knees,  nor  ride  half  a  mile  without  being  in 
slough  to  your  saddle-skirts ;  when  your  landlord  must 
send  twenty  miles  for  yeast,  before  he  can  brew  or 
bake ;  and  the  neighbours  for  six  miles  round  must 
club  to  kill  a  muttou.  Pray,  take  care  of  dam|js, 
and  when  you  leave  your  bedchamber  let  a  fire  be 
made,  to  last  till  night ;  and  after  all,  if  a  stocking 
happens  to  fall  ofl^  a  chair,  you  may  wring  it  next 
morning.—/  numc,  el  tMSum  vtnu*  mtdiiare  canorog. 

I  have  not  said  all  this  out  of  any  malicious  inten- 
tion, to  put  you  out  of  oonoeit  with  the  scene  where 
you  are,  but  merely  for  your  credit ;  because  it  is  bet- 
ter to  know  you  are  miserable  than  to  betray  an  ill 
taste :  1  consult  your  honour,  which  is  dearer  than  life ; 
therefore  I  demand  that  ^ou  shall  not  relish  one  bit  of 
victuals,  or  drop  of  dnnk,  or  the  company  of  any 
human  creature  within  thirty  miles  of  Knoctoher, 
during  your  residence  in  those  parts ;  and  then  I  shall 
begin  to  have  a  tolerable  opinion  of  your  under- 
stsuoding. 

•  Hunphfvy  fVeodi,  esq.,  lord-mayor  of  DuUla. 

b  AUorcelororKUiiiore.  iathedioeeseofAnDagh-  Died  in 
17«4. 

«  Bmly.  Off  which  Mr  Brsndredi  wus  dssn,  ii  in  the  dioerae 
of  Cathsl.  and  in  the  eoanty  of  Ttpperary . 


My  lameness  is  very  slowly  recovering;  end  if  li 
be  well  when  that  the  year  is  out,  I  shall  ^adlj  c«b- 
pound ;  yet  1  make  a  shift  to  ride  ahem  teii  miksi- 
day  by  virtue  of  certain  implenMnts  called  gask^ 
does,  where  my  feet  stand  firm  as  on  a  flsor;  ssd  i 
generally  dine  alone,  like  a  king  or  aa  hcimit,  tad 
continue  alone  until  I  go  to  bed  ;  tinr  et en  aoy  viu 
will  not  purchase  company,  and  I  begin  to  tbioktfat 
lame  are  ftiraaken  as  much  as  the  poor  and  the  \Ami 
Mr.  Jebb*  never  calls  at  the  deanery  of  late:  perbp 
he  hath  found  out  that  I  like  him  as  a  nodat  dul, 
and  of  very  good  understanding.  This  ton  s 
neither  large  nor  ftiU  enough  to  furnish  eveot>ii]r<«- 
tertaining  a  country  correspondent.  Murder  now  oA 
then  is  all  we  have  to  trust  to.  Our  fruit  iiill  d^ 
stroyed  with  the  long  spring  and  eastern  wioib:  ttA 
I  shall  not  have  the  tenth  part  of  my  last  ycsr'i  insi 
Miss  Hoadly  hath  been  nine  days  in  ikt  malVfci 
which  I  never  heard  of  till  this  minute;  but  tkeyar 
she  is  past  danger.  She  would  have  been  s  tftiiiJr 
loss  to  the  archbishop.^  Dr.  Fdtun,  of  Oxfind.  hid 
written  an  octavo  aoout  Revelation;*  I  know  m 
his  character.  He  sent  over  four  copies  to  Di<a* 
of  which  was  for  Mr.  Tickell,"^  two  for  the  bkbofs  d 
Cork  and  Waterford,*  and  one  to  myself,  bj  viv  d 
payment  for  sending  the  rest,  I  suppose,  fur  be  sot  bx 
no  letter.  I  know  him  not.  Whenever  yoo  sit  in  A-« 
town,  I  hope  you  will  mend  your  usage  of  nf  bf 
cftming  often  to  a  philosophical  dinner  at  the  drutin : 
this  I  pretend  to  expect  for  the  sake  of  our  oon»i> 
pincees,  lady  Elizabeth  Germainc,  to  whom  I  us*  ii» 
happiness  of  your  acquaintance ;  and  ob  her  scontf 
I  expect  your  justice  to  believe  me  to  be,  with  (n^ 
esteem,  your  most  obedient  humble  seivaat, 

Joif  ATHAM  Swin. 


TO  MR.  OAY  AND  THE  DUCHESS  OP  QITEENSBEW 

Dublin,  July  10,  ITS 
I  HAD  your  letter  by  Mr.  Ryvee  a  long  time  tf^ 
the  date,  for  I  suppose  he  stayed  long  in  the  wst.  I 
am  glad  you  determine  upon  something ;  tbcrv  if  ^' 
writing  I  esteem  more  than  fablea,  nor  anytbiBg  » 
difilcult  to  succeed  in:  which,  however,  job  hrf 
done  excellently  well,  and  I  have  oftea  adaiitd  j^*J 
happiness  in  such  a  kind  of  performances,  vbidi  I 
have  frequently  endeavoured  at  in  vain.  I  renxo^ 
I  acted  as  you  seem  lo  faint ;  I  found  a  mora)  ^ 
and  studied  for  a  tkble,  but  could  do  nothrng  thu 
pleased  me,  and  so  left  off  that  scheme  for  ever.  1  ^ 
member  one,  which  was  to  represent  what  atoat^ 
rise  in  armies  by  a  long  war,  wherein  I  supposed  tk 
lion  was  engaged  ;  and  having  lost  all  his  aiiinab  ^ 
worth,  at  last  sericant  Hog  came  to  be  brigade,  ^ 
corporal  Ass  a  colonel,  &c.  I  agree  with  jw  Wit^^ 
about  getting  something  by  the  stage,  which,  vbfs  i 
succeeds,  is  the  best  crop  for  poetry  in  Englswl :  M 
pray  take  some  new  scheme,  quite  diflerent  fran  uT 
thing  you  have  already  touched.  The  prescot  bumci 
of  the  players,  who  hardly  (as  I  was  told  hi  Luo<l<^ 
regard  any  new  play,  and  jtmr  present  sitnatiuo  it 
the  court,  are  the  difllculties  to  be  ovcKone;  N 
those  circumstances  may  have  altered  (at  le^i^  ^ 
former)  since  I  left  you.     My  scheme  wst  to  pi*  * 

•  Dr.  John  Jebb»  afterwuds  draa  of  Guh«l,  At  hp^  •' 
Dr.  S.-imuel  Jebb.  an  eminent  phyaieian.  _ 

b  Hugh  BoallSff.  aicfafalshop  of  Aimagh ;  vko  dkd  9r^ 
ber  «7,  174*.  , 

c  ''The  CbrirtlanftiUi  •Merted  ■gainst  Ikim.Ax*^'^ 
Socinians,  in  Eii^ht  Sermone,  pica^ed  at  the  I^  ''-'" 
Lectnm.** 

4  Thomas  Tiekell.  ew|..  the  Mend  of  AddiKia.  sod  Am  ^ 
cretary  to  the  Uirds-)nsliofa  of  bebad.  . 

•  Dr.  Peter  Brow  ne,  fkmotts  for  havini  wrillai  ifais^  *f^ 
ing  memuriu,  was  si  that  tine  lifahop  of  Osrk  Ac  \>»^» 
Watrrfoni  wm  Dr.  Thomas  M ilb,  who  esl  to  thai  «e  bou  >^ 

to  I74fi. 
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Ninth  •!  Amcibury,  and  tb«n  go  to  Twickenham,  and 
re  a  winter  between  that  and  Dawley,aud  aooietiiiMt 

Ri«kuM,  without  going  to  London,  wbera  I  now 
la  hare  uo  occaiiooal  lodgings ;  but  1  am  not  yet 
I  uiy  condition  for  luch  removali.  I  would  fain 
ave  you  get  enough  agaiiiat  you  grow  old  to  have  two 
r  three  aervants  about  you  and  a  convenient  house.  It 

hard  to  want  those  mimdia  mmtdttiif  when  a  man 
mvi  hard  to  please,  and  few  people  care  whether  be 
t  pleased  or  noL  1  have  a  laige  nouse,  yet  1  should 
uilly  prevail  to  find  one  visitor  if  1  were  not  able  to 
ire  bim  with  a  bottle  of  wine;  so  that,  when  I  am 
9t  abroad  on  horseback,  I  geoenlly  dine  alone,  and  am 
lankful  if  a  friend  will  pass  the  evening  with  me.  I 
n  iiow  with  the  remainder  of  my  pint  before  me,  and 
I  Kere'fl  y uur  health ;  and  the  second  and  chief  is  to 
ly  I'utibridge  acquaintance,  mv  lady  duchess;  and  I 
W  y<m  that  I  fear  my  lord  Bolingbroke  and  Mr.  Pope 
I  cuople  of  philosophers)  would  starve  me,  for  even  of 
•rt  wiue  I  should  require  half  a  pint  a-day,  and  as  . 
luch  at  night :  and  you  were  growing  as  bad,  unless  ' 
t)ur  duke  and  duchess  have  mended  you.   Your  colic 

uwiiig  to  intemperance  of  the  philosophical  kind; 
Ml  eat  without  care,  and  if  you  drink  less  than  I  you 
rink  too  little.  But  your  inattention  I  cannot  par- 
>tn,  because  I  imagined  the  cause  was  removed,  fm 

tbonght  it  lay  in  your  forty  millions  of  schemes  by 
rait  hopes  and  court  fears.  Yet  Mr.  Pope  has 
>f  tame  defect,  and  it  is  of  all  others  the  most  mur- 
il  to  conversation :  neither  u  my  lord  Bolingbroke 
ntingcd  with  it :  all  for  want  of  my  rule,  f^ive  la  6a- 
titOe !  but  the  doctor  is  the  king  of  inattention ! 
Vb^t  a  vexatious  life  should  1  lead  among  you !  If 
leducbeu  be  a  rlceicsr,  I  will  never  go  to  Amesbury ; 
ft  if  I  do,  I  will  run  away  from  you  both  to  one 
f  ber  women  and  the  steward  and  chaplain. 
Iadam,  I  mentioned  something  to  Mr.  Gay  of  a  Tun- 
ridge  acquaintance,  whom  we  forget  of  course  when 
'e  tfturo  to  town,  and  yet  I  am  assured  that,  if  they 
^cet  again  next  summer,  they  have  a  better  title  to 
rtume  their  commerce.  Thus  1  look  on  my  right  of 
"^rreRpomling  with  your  grace  to  be  better  established 
'IM)  your  return  to  Amesbury ;  and  I  shall  at  this 
>iue  descend  to  foiget,  or  at  least  suspend,  my  resent- 
»entf  of  your  neglect  all  the  time  you  were  in  London. 

•till  keep  in  m\  heart  that  Mr.  Gay  had  no  socnier 
^imhI  bis  back  than  you  left  the  place  in  his  letter 
Ud  vhich  he  had  commanded  you  to  fill:  though 
our  guilt  confounded  you  so  far  that  you  wanted 
ftteuce  of  mind  to  blot  out  the  last  line,  where  that 
ommaiid  stared  you  in  the  face.  But  it  is  my  mis- 
9(turie  to  quarrel  with  all  my  acquaintance,  and 
IwAyi  come  by  the  wont ;  and  fortune  is  ever  against 
nt,  but  never  so  much  as  by  pursuing  me  out  of  mere 
^ti^lity  to  your  grace,  for  which  you  are  to  answer. 
^1  your  coimivanoe,  she  has  pleased,  by  one  stumble 
u  the  stairs,  to  give  me  a  laroem-ss  that  six  months 
lAve  not  been  able  perfectly  to  cure :  and  thus  1  am 
vvv'euted  from  revenging  myself  by  continuing  a 
iHXttb  at  Amesbury,  and  breeding  confusion  in  your 
T4ce  •  (amily.  No  disappointment  through  ray  whole 
lie  hat  been  so  vexatious  by  many  degrees  -,  and  God 
i^>wi  whether  1  shall  ever  live  tw  see  the  invisible 
*dy  to  whom  I  was  obliged  for  so  many  favours,  and 
rbom  I  never  beheld  since  she  was  a  brat  in  hanging 
vevct.  I  am  and  shall  be  ever,  with  the  greatest  respect 
uid  fmtitude,  madam,  your  grace's  most  obedient  and 
noit  humble,  Ac. 

JoNATHAM  Swxrr. 


FROM  LOBD  BOUNGBROKK. 

Jaly  It,  17BB. 
1  waiTB  this  letter  in  hopes  that  Pope,  a  man  scat* 
tered  in  the  world,  (aceoraing  to  the  French  phrase,) 
will  soon  procure  me  an  opnortunity  of  convey ii^ 
it  safely  to  you,  my  reverend  dean.  For  my  own 
part,  half  this  wicked  nation  might  go  to  you,  or  half 
your  beggarly  nation  might  come  to  us,  and  the 
whole  migtation  be  over  Lefoie  1  knew  anything  of 
the  matter.  My  letter  will  concern  neither  a&iit 
of  state  nor  of  party ;  and  yet  I  would  not  have  it 
fall  into  the  hanos  of  our  ministers;  it  might  paai  in 
their  excellent  noddlsa  for  a  piece  ot  a  plot  against 
themselves,  if  not  against  the  state  ;  or  at  least  it 
might  furnish  them  with  an  opportunity  of  doing  an 
ill-natured,  and  disappointing  a  good-natured  thing; 
which  being  a  pleasure  to  the  malicious  and  the  base, 
I  should  ht  sorry  to  give  it  on  any  occasion,  and  es« 
pecially  on  this,  to  the  par  nobik/rairwm,^ 

After  this  preamble,  I  proceed  to  tell  yon  that 
there  is  in  my  nei^ibourhood,  in  Berkshire,  a  clergy- 
man, one  Mr.  Talbot,  related  to  the  solicitor-general, 
and  protected  by  him.  This  man  has  now  the  living 
of  Burfleld,^  which  the  late  bishop  of  Dnrfaam  held 
before,  and  for  aught  I  know  after,  he  was  bishop  of 
Oxford.  The  living  is  worth  iOOL  per  annum,  over 
and  above  a  cnrate  paid,  as  Mr.  Coney,  a  gentleman 
who  does  my  business  in  that  country,  and  who  is  a 
very  grave  authority,  assures  me.  The  panonage* 
house  is  extremely  good,  the  place  pleasant,  and  the 
air  excellent ;  the  distance  from  London  a  little  day'e 
journey,  and  from  hence  (give  me  leave  to  think  this 
circumstance  of  some  importance  to  you)  not  much 
above  half  a  day's,  even  for  you  who  are  no  great 
iockey.  Mr.  Talbot  has  many  reasons  which  make 
him  desirous  to  settle  in  Ireland  for  the  rest  of  his 
life,  and  has  been  looking  out  for  a  change  of  prefer- 
ments some  time.  As  soon  as  I  heard  this  I  em- 
ployed one  to  know  whether  he  continued  in  the  same 
mind,  and  to  tell  him  that  an  advantageous  exchange 
might  be  offered  him,  if  he  could  engage  his  kinsman 
to  make  it  practicable  at  court.  He  answered  for  his 
own  acceptance  and  his  kinsman's  endeavouit.  I 
employed  next  some  friends  to  secure  my  lofd  Dorset, 
who  very  frankly  declared  himself  ready  to  serve  you 
in  anything,  and  in  this  if  you  desired  it  But  he 
mentioned  a  thing,  at  the  same  time,  wholly  unknown 
to  me,  which  is,  that  your  deanery  is  not  in  the 
nomination  of  the  crown,  but  in  the  election  of  the 
chapter.  This  may  render  our  affair  perhaps  more 
easy ;  more  hard,  1  think,  it  cannot  be ;  but  in  all 
cases  it  requires  other  measures  to  be  taken.  One 
of  these,  I  Inelieve,  must  be,  to  prepare  Hoadly,  bishop 
of  Salisbury,  if  that  be  possible,  to  prepare  his  brother 
the  archbishop  of  Dublin.  The  light  in  which  the 
proposition  must^be  represented  to  him  and  our  mi- 
nisters (if  it  be  made  to  them)  is  this :  that,  though 
they  gratify  you,  they  gratify  you  in  a  thing  advan- 
tageous to  themselves,  and  silly  in  yon  to  ask.  I  snp- 
pise  it  will  not  be  hard  to  persuade  them  that  it  is 
oetter  for  them  you  should  be  a  private  parish  priest 
in  an  English  county,  than  a  dean  in  the  metropolis 
of  Ireland,  where  they  know  because  they  have  felt 
your  authority  and  influence.  At  least  this  topic  is  a 
plausible  one  for  those  who  sneak  to  them  to  insist 
upon,  and  coming  out  of  a  Whig  mouth  may  have 
weight.  Sure  I  am,  they  will  be  easily  persuaded 
that  quitting  power  for  ease,  and  a  greater  for  a  less 
revenue,  b  a  foolish  bargain,  which  they  should  by 
consequence  help  you  to  make. 

You  see  now  the  state  of  this  whole  affair,  and  you 
will  judge  better  than  I  am  able  to  do  of  the  means 

•  Sir  Hofasit,  aad  hto  brothsr  Hotses  Walpole. 
^  A  rsetory  in  Berkshire. 
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to  be  employed  on  your  tide  of  the  water  :  as  to  thoie 
on  tfaii,  nothing  shiall  be  neglected.  Find  lome  8e« 
cure  way  of  conveying  your  thoughts  and  your  com- 
mands to  me ;  for  my  friend  has  a  right  to  command 
me  arbitrarily,  which  no  man  else  upon  earth  has : 
or  rather,  dispose  of  affairs  so  as  to  come  hither  imme- 
diately. Yon  intended  to  come  some  time  ago.  You 
speak  in  a  letter  Pope  has  just  now  received  from 
you  as  if  you  still  bad  in  view  to  make  this  journey 
before  winter.  Make  it  in  the  summer,  and  the  sooner 
the  better.  To  talk  of  being  able  to  ride  with  stirrup 
IS  trifling :  get  on  Pegasus,  bestride  the  hippogryph, 
or  mount  the  white  nag  in  the  Revelation.  To  be 
serious:  come  anyhow,  and  put  neither  delay  nor 
humour  in  a  matter  which  requires  despatch  and  ma- 
nagement. Though  I  have  room,  I  will  not  say  one 
word  to  you  about  BetkeleyV  or  Delany's^  book. 
Some  part  of  the  former  is  hard  to  be  undentood; 
none  of  the  latter  is  to  be  read.  I  propose,  however, 
to  reconcile  you  to  metaphysics,  by  showing  how 
they  may  be  employed  against  metaphysicians;  and 
that,  whenever  you  do  not  understand  them,  nobody 
else  docs — ^no,  not  those  who  write  them. 

I  know  you  are  inquisitive  about  the  health  of  the 
poor  woman  who  inhabits  this  place ;  it  is  tolerable, — 
better  than  it  bas^  been  some  years.  Come  and  see 
her;  you  shall  be'  nursed,  fondled,  and  humoured. 
She  diflsires  you  to  accept  this  assurance,  with  her 
hamUe  sMvice.  Your  horses  shall  be  grazed  in  sum- 
mer, and  fothered  in  winter ;  and  you  and  your  man 
shall  have  meat,  drink,  and  lodging.  Washing  1 
cannot  afford,  Mr.  Dean;  for  1  am  grown  saving, 
thanks  to  your  sermon  about  frugality. 


FROM  LADY  BETTY  GERMAIN. 

Dcayton,  July  19, 17S». 
I  BBLIBVB  you  will  uot  wonder  at  my  long  silence 
when  I  tell  you  that  Mrs.  Floyd  cam^  ill  here,  but 
that  she  kept  pretty  much  to  herself;  and  ever  since 
she  has  been  here,  till  within  these  two  or  three  days,  1 
have  had  no  hopes  of  her  life.  You  may  easily  guess 
what  I  mxist  have  suffered  for  a  so  long  tried,  prudent 
useful,  agreeable  companion  and  friend.  And  God 
knows  she  is  now  excessively  weak,  and  mends  but 
slowly :  however  I  have  now  great  hopes,  and  I  am  very 
good  at  believing  what  I  heartily  wish.  As  I  dare 
say  you  will  be  concerned  for  her,  you  may  want  to 
know  her  illness,  but  that  is  more  tlu&n  I  can  tell  you. 
See  has  fancied  herMlf  in  a  consumption  a  great  while ; 
but  though  she  has  had  the  most  dreadful  cough  I  ever 
heard  in  my  life,  all  the  doctors  said  it  was  not  that,; 
but  none  of  them  did  say  what  it  was.  The  doctor 
here,  who  is  an  extraordinary  good  one,  (but  lives  four^ 
teen  long,  long  miles  off,)  has  lately  been  left  ten  thou- 
sand pounds,  and  now  hates  his  business :  he  says  it 
is  a  snarp  humour  tiiat  falls  upon  her  nerves,  some- 
times on  ner  stomach  and  bowels ;  and  indeed  what  be 
has  given  her  has,  to  appearance,  had  much  better 
effect  than  the  millions  of  things  she  has  been  forced 
to  take.  After  this,  you  will  not  expect  I  should  have 
followed  your  orders  and  rid,  for  I  have  scarcely 
walked ;  although  I  dare  not  be  very  much'  in  her 
room,  because  she  constrained  herself  to  hide  her  illnen 
from  me. 

The  duke  and  duchesi  of  Dorset  have  not  been  here 
yet,  but  I  am  in  hopes  they  will  soon.  I  do  not  know 
whether  you  remember  Mrs.  Crowther,  and  Mrs. 
Acmirt ;  they  and  Mr.  Persode  are  my  company ;  but 
as  I  love  my  house  full,  I  expect  more  still ;  and  my 
lady  Suffolk  talks  of  making  me  a  short  visit.  1  have 
been  so  full  of  Mrs.  Floyd,  I  had  like  to  have  forgot 

«  "  Akiphion;  or  the  Minale  PhikMopher.*' 
**  '*  RsTdstion  axamiiMd  with  C«ndoi9»" 


to  tell  vou  that  I  am  such  a  dnndeifaad,  that  1 »% 
do  not  Know  what  my  sister  Pen'ssge  wss ;  bat  1  tk4 
she  could  not  be  above  twelve  vean  old.  She  vii  thi 
next  to  me,  but  whether  two  or  three  yean  yoanfrl 
have  forgotten ;  and  what  is  more  ridiculooi,  I  do  41 
exactly  know  my  own,  for  my  mother  ami  imm  oiA 
to  differ  upon  that  notable  point.  And  I  an  vitt'wfto 
be  a  young  lady  stiU,  so  will  not  allow  mfKtf  ti>  k 
more  than  Ibrtv-eight  next  birthday ;  bat  if  I  ouh 
my  letter  any  longer,  perhaps  you  will  m'lA  1  bid 
never  been  bom.    So  aaieo,  dear  dean. 


TO  MR.  AIJ)£RMAN  BERBER. 

Dublin.  Jalj&.::B 
Mr.  Alderman, — ^Tbere  is  a  young  geutksntoif:^ 
clergy  here,  for  whom  I  have  great  regard.  A»l  i 
cannot  but  wish  this  young  gentlemnu  ^for  tinr 
learning  and  oratory  iu  the  pulpit  I  will  engage  s  /' 
have  the  honour  to  be  your  chaplaiu  in  yournuitir*^ 
His  name  is  Matthew  Pilkixigton ;  he  is  loiDe  }t»i 
under  thirty,  but  has  more  wit,  sense,  and  dbcrr«c 
than  any  of  your  London  parsons  ten  yean  abctr :« 
age.  He  has  a  great  longing  to  see  Englawi  »• 
appear  in  the  presence  of  Mr.  Pope,  Mr.  Gay,  us 
others,  in  which  1  will  venture  to  befriend  him.  \» 
are  not  to  tell  me  of  prior  engagemcuti,  beau  1 
have  some  title,  as  an  old  acquaintance,  tu  expo"- « 
favour  from  you.  Therefore  pray  let  me  kocv  ■: 
mediately  that  you  have  complied  with  my  vf-\^'' 
before  you  had  read  half  my  fetter.*  I  expect  rx 
answer,  to  my  satisfaction,  and  the  hMpwatu  vi  "< 
young  gentleman ;  and  am,  with  great  suierritj,  i  - 
most  obedient  servant,  Jonathav  Sun. 

Pi).  You  need  not  be  afraid  of  Mr.  PUW'^' 
hanging  upon  you ;  for  he  has  some  fortune  9(  'J 
own,  and  somewhat  in  the  church ;  hot  hcvooki* 
glad  to  see  England,  and  be.more  known  to  tbu*  *i« 
will  esteem  him  and  may  raise  him. 


FROM  MR.  GAT  AND  THE  DUCHESS  OF  Qnr* 

RERRY. 

Amc^mry,  July  14. 1*> 
Dear  Sir, — As  the  circumstances  of  our  maner  i^ 
are  altered,  I  think  myself  obliged  to  sr^ 
you  with  them  as  soon  as  I  can ;  whiek,  if  I  ^ 
not  received  your  letter  last  post,  I  ^lonld  bavf  t^'c^ 
DOW.  I  left  your  t«ro  South-Sea  bonds,  sad  fee? 
my  own,  in  Mr.  Hoare  s  hands,  when  I  came  otf  "^ 
town,  that  he  might  receive  the  intenrt  ftir  as.  v^ 
doe;  or,  if  you  should  want  your  money,  tbtf  j** 
might  receive  it  upon  your  order.  Since  I  came  «* 
of  town,  the  South-Sea  company  have  cone  to  a  i*«^ 
lution  to  pay  off  50  per  cent,  of  IhtUt  bonds,  vitk  '.* 
interest  of  the  50  ner  cent  to  Michaelmsa  n^xt.  « 
that  there  is  now  half  of  our  fortunes  in  Mr.  Hoii»> 
hands  at  present,  without  any  interest  going  f^  }\ 
you  seem  to  be  inclined  to  have  your  moDfj  itbi'^ 
to  Ireland,  I  will  not  lay  out  the  sum  that  is  paid  •<■» 
his  hands  in  any  other  tiling  till  I  have  your  vt^ 
1  cannot  tell  what  to  do  with  my  own.  I  b^^^ 
shall  see  Mr.  Hoare  in  this  country  very  sood  :  tf^ 
has  a  bouse  not  above  six  miles  from  us,  and  I  m^ 
to  advise  with  him ;  though,  in  the  preanit  lifaatk^ 
aflairs,  I  expect  t<i  be  left  to  take  my  own  vaf.  ''* 
remaining  50  per  cent.,  were  it  to  be  soW  si  |»«^' 
bears  a  premium ;  bat  the  premium  on  ibe  if  <^ 
was  paid  is  sunk.     I  do  not  know  whf^  1  ^^^ 

»  This  letter  was  Mat  to  Mrs.  Barber  tbe  poelcs  ui  ^' 
Delauy,  who  were  then  in  London,  to  be  Miwi*^  ^  ^^ 
the  alderman ;  bot  they  nrrer  delirered  it.  e«t  of  •  *^^ 
ai  waa  lupposed.  to  preTent  the  leeoaiaendifirtw  ft<*w«** 
iug :  and  the  d««a  was  under  the  OKtmAty  otwritiH  •  ^" 
letter  to  the  aane  pnrpoae.  whkh  ;aNax«d  the  ph«t  t»  ^ 
PUkington. 
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telli^ibly  upon  tliA  lubject.  I  cannot  tend  you  tb« 
irticulan  of  your  account,  though  I  know  I  am  in 
rbt  to  you  for  interest,  betide  the  principal ;  and 
m  will  ondentand  ao  much  of  what  I  intend  to  in- 
ns you,  that  half  of  your  money  i*  now  in  Mr. 
gtra'i  hands  without  any  internet.  So,  since  I  cannot 
ud  you  the  particulars  of  your  account,  I  will  now 
J  no  more  sinont  it. 

1  ihall  finish  the  work  I  intended  this  summer ;  but 
look  upon  the  success  in  every  respect  to  be  pre* 
fiotti.  You  judge  very  right  of  my  prasent  situa- 
»,  that  I  cannot  propose  to  succeed  by  favour :  and 
do  not  think,  if  I  could  flatter  myself  that  I  had  any 
igrce  of  merit,  much  could  be  expected  from  that 
ifiubionable  pretension. 

I  hive  almost  done  everything  I  proposed  in  the 
ay  of  fables,  but  have  not  set  the  last  hand  to  them, 
hough  they  will  not  amoimt  to  half  the  number,  I 
rUere  they  will  make  much  such  another  volume  as 
e  last  I  find  it  the  most  difficult  task  I  ever  under- 
ol ;  but  have  determined  to  go  through  with  it ;  and, 
itt  this,  I  believe  I  shall  never  have  courage  enough 
think  any  more  in  this  way.  Last  post  I  had  a 
tter  from  Mr.  Pope,  who  informs  me  ne  has  heard 
m  you;  and  that  he  is  preparing  some  scattered 
ingi  of  yours  and  his  for  the  press.  I  believe  I  shall 
Uttt  bim  till  the  winter;  for,  by  riding  and  walk- 
g,  I  am  endearouring  to  lay  in  a  stock  of  health  to 
vauder  in  the  town.  You  see,  in  this  respect,  my 
Iwme  u  very  like  the  country  gentlemen  in  regard 
their  revenues.  As  to  my  eating  and  drinking,  I 
re  u  when  ^you  knew  me ;  so  that  in  that  point  we 
sll  agree  very  well  in  living  together ;  and  the  duchess 
iU  aniwer  for  me  that  I  am  cured  of  inattention ; 
r  I  never  forget  anything  she  says  to  me.* ....  For  he 
tvcr  hears  what  I  say,  so  cannot  forget  If  I  served 
m  the  same  way,  I  shonld  not  care  a  &rihing  ever 
be  better  acquainted  with  my  Tunbridge  acauaint- 
we,  whom,  by  attention  to  him,  I  have  leamea  to  set 
y  heart  upon.  I  began  to  give  over  all  hopes,  and 
on  thence  began  my  neglect.  I  think  thia  a  very 
lilosophical  reason,  though  there  might  be  another 
ren.  When  fine  ladies  are  in  London,  it  is  very 
nieel  and  allowable  to  forget  their  best  friends; 
bich,  if  I  thought  modestly  of  myself,  must  needs  be 
■t  because  you  know  little  of  me.  Till  you  do 
01^  pray  do  not  penuade  Mr.  Gay  that  he  is  dis- 
Nt  fnoagh  to  live  alone ;  for  I  do  assure  you  he  is 
It,  nor  1  either.  We  are  of  great  use  to  one  another; 
r  we  never  flatter  nor  contradict,  but  when  it  is  ab- 
lotely  necessary,  and  then  we  do  it  to  some  purpose ; 
iiticolarly  the  first  agreee  mightily  with  our  con- 
itntioQs.  If  ever  we  quarrel,  it  will  be  about  a  piece 
bread  and  butter ;  for  eomebody  is  never  sick,  ex- 
pt  he  eats  too  much  of  it  He  will  not  quarrel  with 
«  for  a  glass  or  so ;  for  by  that  means  he  hopes  to 
tip  down  some  of  that  forty  millions  of  schemes  that 
pdcred  him  from  being  good  company.  I  would 
in  Me  you  here,  there  is  eo  fair  a  chance  that  one  of 
)  must  be  pleased ;  perhaps  both,  you  with  an  old 
^oaiotance,  1  with  a  new  one :  it  is  so  well  worth 
king  a  journey  for,  that  if  the  mountain  will  not 
«e  to  Mahomet,  Mahomet  must  go  to  the  mountain. 
at  before  eithCT  of  our  journeys  are  settled,  I  desire 
n  would  resolve  me  one  question — whether  a  man, 
^  thinks  himself  well  where  he  is,  should  look  out 
r  bis  house  and  servants  before  it  is  convenient,  befoce 
!  glows  old,  or  before  a  person,  with  whom  he  lives, 
lib  him  by  the  sleeve  in  private  (according  to  oath) 
td  tells  him  that  they  have  enough  of  his  company  T 
f  will  not  let  me  write  one  word  more,  but  that  I 
ive  a  very  great  regard  for  you,  ftc. 
The  duke  is  very  much  yours,  and  will  never  leave 
•  The  diirhf  here  begins. 


you  to  your  wine.    Many  thanks  for  your  drui 

I  wish  to  receive  your  congratulations  for  the  other 

boy,  you  may  believe. 

FROM  MBS.  CiBSAR^ 

Anguste,  ITSt. 

Pbbmit  me  to  conmtulate  you  upon  the  return  of 
Mrs.  Barber,  with  thanks  for  pleasures  enjoyed  in  her 
company ;  for  had  she  net  come  recommended  by  the 
dean  of  St  Patrick's,  likely  I  had  passed  her  by  uu* 
heeded,  being  a|it  to  follow  a  good  author  in  shun- 
ning those  of  my  own  coat  But  hold ;  I  must  look  if 
it  runs  not  from  comer  to  comer,  which  I  more  fear 
than  length.  For  Pope  says,  though  sometimes  he  finds 
too  many  letters  in  my  words,  never  too  many  words 
in  my  letters.  So,  with  Mr.  Casar's  and  my  best  wishesi 
thou  worthy,  witty,  honest  dean,  adieu. 

M.  AOBLM AX  CmMAU, 


FROM  LADY  WORSLET> 

Angnat  0,  ITSt. 
Sib,—- I  flatter  myself  that  if  you  had  received  my 
last  letter    you  would  have  favoured  me  with  an 
answer ;  therefore  I  take  it  for  granted  it  is  loet 

I  was  so  proud  of  your  commands,  and  so  fearfril  of 
being  supplanted  by  mj  daughter  [lady  Carteret], 
that  I  went  to  work  immediately,  that  her  box  might 
not  keep  her  in  your  remembrance,  while  there  was 
nothing  to  put  you  in  mind  of  an  old  friend  and 
humble  servant  |But  Mrs.  Barber's  long  stay  here 
(who  promised  me  to  conrey  it  to  you)  has  made  me 
appear  very  negligent  I  doubt  not  but  you  think  me 
unworthy  of  the  share  (you  once  told  me)  I  had  in 
your  heart  I  am  yet  vain  enough  to  think  I  deserve 
It  better  than  all  those  flirting  girls  you  coquet  with. 
I  will  not  yield  Teven)  to  dirtw  Paity,  whom  I  was  the 
most  jealous  of  wnen  you  was  last  here.  What  if  I  am 
a  great 'grandroodier,  I  can  still  distinguish  your  merit 
from  all  the  rest  of  the  world ;  but  it  is  not  consistent  with 
your  good  breeding  to  put  one  in  mind  of  it ;  therefore 
I  am  determined  not  to  uee  my  intereet  with  sir  Ro- 
bert for  a  living  in  the  Isle  of  Wight,  though  nothing 
else  could  reconcile  me  to  the  place.  But  if  I  could 
vaak9  you  archbishop  of  Canterbury,  I  should  forget 
my  resentments,  for  the  sake  of  the  flock,  who  very 
much  want  a  careful  shepherd.  Are  we  to  have  the 
honour  of  seeing  you  or  not  f  I  have  fresh  hopes 
given  me;  but  I  dare  not  please  myself  too  much  with 
them,  lest  I  should  be  again  disappointed.  If  I  had  it 
as  much  in  my  power  as  my  inclination  to  serve  Mrs. 
Barber,  she  shonld  not  be  kept  thus  long  attending : 
but  I  hope  her  next  voyage  may  prove  more  suceeasfbl. 
She  is  just  come  in,  and  tells  me  you  have  sprained 
your  foot,  which  will  prevent  your  journey  till  next 
summer:  but  assure  younelf  the  Bath  is  the  only  in* 
fallible  cure  for  such  an  accident  If  you  have  any 
regard  remaining  for  me,  you  will  show  it  by  taking 
my  advice ;  if  not,  I  will  endeavour  to  forget  you,  if 
I  can.  But  till  that  doubt  is  cleared,  I  am  as  much 
as  ever,  the  dean's  obedient  humble  servant, 

P.  WoBSLxr. 


TO  ALDERMAN  BARBER. 

Dublin.  Attest  10, 17n. 
Mb.  Alocbhan, — I  am  very  angry  with  my  friend 
doctor  Delany  for  not  apnlyiiig  to  you  sooner,  as  I 
desired  him,  in  favour  of  Mr.  Matthew  Pilkington,  a 
young  clergyman  here,  who  has  a  great  ambition  to 
have  the  honour  dt  being  your  chaplain  in  your  mayor- 
alty.    I  waited  for  the  doctor's  answer  before  I  could 

•  Wife  to  the  beMuret  of  the  oftvy  duzing  lord  Oxford'e  ad* 
mlntttnfcloD.  hi  the  rein  of  qneni  Anne, 
k  Indoncd,  "  Udy  Worriey,  with  a  preMOt  of  awiltiag-bex 
hapuacdbyheeMlL** 
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write  to  you,  and  it  came  but  last  night.  He  tells  me 
you  have  been  so  very  kind  as  to  give  him  a  {iromise 
upon  my  request ;  I  will  therefore  tell  my  story.  This 
gentleman  was  brought  to  me  by  the  doctor  about  four 
years  ago,  and  I  found  hira  so  modest  a  young  man, 
so  good  a  scholar  and  preacher,  and  of  so  hopeful  a 
genius,  and  grew  still  better  upon  my  hands  the  more 
I  knew  him,  that  I  have  been  seeking  all  opportunities 
to  do  him  some  real  serrice,  ftom  no  other  motive  in 
the  world  but  the  esteem  I  had  of  his  worth.  And  I 
hope  you  know  me  long  enough  to  believe  me  capable 
of  acting  as  I  ought  to  do  in  such  a  case,  however  con> 
trary  it  may  be  to  the  present  practice  of  the  world. 
He  has  a  great  longing  to  see  England,  and  appear  in 
the  presence  of  Mr.  Pope,  Mr.  Gay,  Dr.  Arbuthnot, 
and  some  other  of  my  friends,  wherein  I  will  assist 
him  with  my  recommendations.  He  is  no  relation  or 
dependant  of  mine.  I  am  not  putting  you  upon  a  job, 
but  to  encourage  a  young  maa  of  merit  upon  his  own 
account  as  well  as  mine.  He  will  be  no  burden  upon 
you,  for  he  has  some  fortune  of  his  own,  and  will  have 
a  much  better  from  bis  father ;  and  has  also  a  con- 
venient estaUishoient  in  a  church  in  this  city. 

Mr.  Pilkingtoo  will  be  ready  to  attend  you  upon 
your  command,  and  I  wish  he  may  go  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible, that  he  may  have  a  few  weeks  to  prepare  him 
for  his  business,  by  seeing  the  Tower,  the  Monument, 
and  Westmtnster  Abbey,  and  have  done  staring  in  the 
streets. 

I  am  so  entirely  out  of  the  world  that  I  cannot 
promise  a  hope  ever  to  requite  your  favour  otherwise 
than  with  heartr  thanks  for  conferring  this  obligation 
upon  me.  And  I  shall  ever  remain,  with  true  esteem, 
your  most  obedient  and  obliged  humble  servant, 

JoMATHikif  Swirr. 


TO  ICE.  GAY  AND  THB  DUCHESS  OF  QUBENSBEHRY. 

DaUin.  Aog«ft  19.  1731. 
I  KNOW  not  what  to  say  to  the  account  of  your  steward- 
ship, and  it  is  numstious  to  me  that  the  South  Sea* 
should  pay  half  their  debts  at  one  clap.  But  I  will  send 
for  the  monev  when  you  put  me  into  the  way,  for  I 
shall  want  it  here,  my  affiurs  being  in  a  bad  condition 
by  the  miseries  of  the  kingdom,  and  my  own  private 
fortune  being  wholly  embroiled  and  worse  than  ever ; 
so  that  I  shall  soon  petition  the  duchess,  as  an  object  of 
charity,  to  lend  me  three  or  four  thousand  pounds  to 
keep  up  my  dignity.  My  one  hundred  pounds  will 
buy  me  six  hogsheads  of  wine,  which  will  support  me 
a  year ;  pmvitm  frugit  inumwrn  eopia,  Horace  desired 
no  more :  for  I  will  construe  fhtgU  to  be  wine.  You 
are  young  enough  to  get  some  lucky  hint  which  must 
come  by  chance,  and  it  shall  be  a  thing  of  importance, 
qyad  H  hwte  in  atumm  vivat  wt  m  pkam,  and  you  shall 
not  finish  it  in  haste,  and  it  shall  be  diverting  and  use- 
fully satirical,  and  the  duchess  shall  be  your  critic ; 
and  between  you  and  me,  I  do  not  find  she  will  grow 
weary  of  you  till  this  time  seven  years.  I  had  lately  an 
offer  to  change  for  an  English  living,  which  is  just  too 
short  by  300/.  a-year,  and  that  must  be  made  out  of  the 
duchess's  pin-money  l)efbre  1  can  consent.  I  want  to  be 
minister  of  Amesbury,  Dawley,  Twickenham,  Riskins. 
and  prebendary  of  Westminster,  else  I  will  not  stir  a 
step,  out  content  myself  with  making  the  duchess  mi- 
serable three  months  next  summer.  But  1  keep  ill  com- 
pany :  I  mean  the  ducliess  and  you,  who  are  both  out  of 
favour ;  and  so  I  find  am  I,  by  a  few  verses  wherein  Pope 

■  Gay.  M  wrll  m  bi»  Mend  Pope,  ventured  some  money  in 
the  fkmoui  South  Sea  scheme.  And  there  wu  a  print  by  Ho- 
garth, repreicnting  Pope  putkiny  one  uf  his  hands  into  the 
pocket  of  m  larva  ISU  paranmnr.  who  wore  a  hornbook  at  hii 
ffirdle,  t'esi^ed  lor  the  Bfure  of  Gay :  and  the  hornbook  had 
rafcrenee  to  his  "  FaUas,"  written  fot  the  young  duke  of  Cum- 
bviland. 


and  you  have  your  parts.  You  bear  Dr.  Deliiiy  ^ 
got  a  wife  with  1600/.  a-year ;  I,  who  sm  bis  gov^r 
cannot  take  one  under  two  thousand ;  I  wiifa  you  •v^'i 
inquire  of  such  a  one  in  your  neigfabcnnhood.  See tu' 
it  is  to  write  godly  books !  I  profess  I  envy  yra  ihn- 
all  men  in  England ;  you  want  nothing  but  y*^i 
more  to  keep  you  in  plenty  when  yonr  fneoAs  grv 
weary  of  you.  To  prevent  which  last  eril  st  Ac» 
bury,  yon  must  learn  to  dcnnineer  and  be  pmsL 
to  find  fault  with  their  victuals  and  driiik,  to  rbk- 
and  direct  the  servants,  widi  some  other  leaots  vhiA 
I  shall  teach  you,  and  always  practised  dtv^ 
with  success.  I  believe  I  formerly  desired  to  l*i'^ 
whether  tiie  vicar  of  Amesbury  can  play  st  bd- 
gammon  Y  pray  ask  him  the  question  and  gtrf  lis 
my  service. 

MxnAM,— I  was  the  most  unwary  acattne  a  tl' 
world  *-  when,  against  my  old  maxims,  I  writ  fiis  « 
you  upon  your  return  to  Tonbridge.  1  beg  tbt  i^ 
condescension  of  mine  may  go  no  ftirther,  snd  ib 
you  will  not  pretend  to  make  a  precedent  cf  it  i 
never  knew  any  man  cured  of  any  imtKsi^- 
althongh  the  pretended  causes  were  removed,  ^m 
I  was  with  Mr.  Qay  last  in  London,  talking  vitrt  kie 
on  some  poetical  subjects,  he  would  answer.  "  WA I 
am  determined  not  to  accept  the  enployowK  »' 
gentleman-usher;*'  and  of  the  same  dispositida  va» 
all  my  poetical  friends,  and  if  you  cannot  coirbivl 
utterly  despair.  As  to  yourself,  I  will  ssy  to  ▼-« 
(though  comparisons  be  odious)  what  I  isid  Ui  t^ 
queen,  that  your  quality  should  be  never  sny  ntan.-' 
esteem  to  me :  my  eompliraeiit  wss  then  lott,  \a  * 
will  not  be  so  to  you ;  lur  I  know  yon  nerp  br  i:? 
one  of  your  letters  than  1  could  by  six  moothi  t-^^ 
versing.  Your  pen  is  always  more  natand  sod  vtf* 
and  unaffected  than  your  tongue ;  in  writing  ym  ^ 
too  lasy  to  give  yourself  the  trouble  of  aetmg  •  ^ 
and  have  indeed  acted  so  indiaenetly  th^  I  hsve  «■ 
at  mercy:  and  although  you  should  anivetoiociis 
height  of  immorality  as  to  deny  your  hssid,  yet,  vW^ 
ever  1  produce  it,  the  world  will  luute  in  nreansr  ^ 
must  come  from  you  only. 

I  win  answer  your  question.  Mr.  Gay  ttv^^ 
creet  enough  to  live  alone^  but  he  is  too  distn^^ 
live  alone ;  and  yet  (unless  yoo  mend  his)  hr  vc 
live  alone;  even  in  yout  grace's  oompsoy.  ^^ 
quarrelling  with  each  other  upon  the  sol^  nf^ 
and  butter  is  the  most  usual  thing  in  tbc  v«i^ 
parliaments,  courts,  cities,  and  kingdoms  quirri  v 
no  other  cause ;  ham  hence,  and  fioo  hoce  «v|f- 
arise  all  the  quarrels  between  Whig  and  "^^'Z. 
tween  those  who  are  in  the  orinistfy  and  tbo«  ** 
are  out ;  between  all  pretenders  to  cnpioyoMiit  is  ' 
church,  the  law,  and  the  army :  even  the  citf>> 
proverb  teaches  you  this,  when  we  say,  It  ^*J^^ 
my  bread  and  butter:  meaning  it  is  os  boM*' 
mine.  Therefore  I  despair  o/  any  lewodh**^ 
between  you  till  the  afiair  of  btvad  and  bottr » 
adjusted,  wherem  1  would  gladly  be  a  inedisl*-  >' 
Mahomet  should  come  to  the  moontain,  hoe  ^^ 
would  an  eseeUent  lady  be  who  lives  s  f?v  ■>* 
from  this  town !  As  I  was  telling  of  Mr.  Otp^ 
of  living  at  Amesbury, sh*  offered  tHy  B^**'*'^^! 
you  both  at  her  house  for  one  hour  ova  shxw'' 
Burgundy,  which  we  were  then  drinking.  To  }'^ 
question,  I  answer  that  your  grace  should  fuH  o'  '^ 

a  One  of  tita  last  and  most  alsgaat  ooapUntoli  v^*^ 
singular  lady,  after  haring  hc«o  celrbraled  tir  so  '^^JfzL 
wito  and  poeta.  rewived.  w«»  from  the  ankble  Mt  ^^. 
Whitehead,  in  the  thM  volumft  of  bif  mtILb,  p  «•' "»; 
compliment  torni  on  lh«  peeuikir  simuawttsw  of  "^^^ 
;  ha\  ing  never  changed  her  dreao  aeeonUni  to  the  ^^*^ 
I  retained  that  which  had  been  in  taKue  wiun  Ae  wtf''^ 
beauty. 
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M  Amf  till  yott  ton  it  off,  aiid  vrhen  you  said  yon 
m  wreary  of  me,  I  would  pretend  to  be  deaf,  and 
iiiik  (accovdiiig  to  another  proverb)  that  you  tore  my 
loriiei  to  keep  me  ftvm  going.  I  never  will  believe 
w  word  yoQ  say  of  my  lord  duke  unlen  I  lee  three 
r  (om  liiNt  in  his  own  hand  at  the  bottom  of  youn. 
bitve  a  concern  in  the  whole  family,  and  Mr.  Gay 
iQit  give  me  a  partiealar  account  of  every  branch, 
ir  I  em  not  ashamed  of  you  though  you  be  duke  and 
ochsis,  diough  I  have  been  of  others  who  are,  ftc, 
nd  I  do  not  doubt  but  even  your  own  eenrante  love 
M,  even  down  to  your  postilions ;  and  when  I  eome 
»  Amsebnry,  before  I  see  ronr  grace,  I  will  have  an 
our'i  coovenation  with  ttie  vicar,  who  will  tell  me 
ov  femiliarly  yon  talk  to  Groody  Dobson  and  all 
l«  iwigbbonrs  as  if  yon  were  their  equal,  and  that 
DO  vfie  godmother  to  her  sou  Jacky.  1  am,  and 
bU  be  ever,  with  the  greatest  respect^  your  grace's 
Mit  obedien^  kc 

BOM  THE  EARL  OF  PBTBRBOROUOH  TO  MR.  POPE. 

ITSt. 

Alt  anler  the  greatest  impatience  to  see  Dr.  Swift 
\  Berii.mount,*  and  mnst  signify  my  mind  to  him 
f  SQOtbef  hand:  it  not  being  permitted  me  to  hold 
Dn«ps)ndcnce  with  the  said  dean,  for  no  letter  of 
\m  can  come  to  bis  hands. 

And  whereai  k  is  apparent  in  this  Plrotestant  land, 
mt  especially  under  the  care  of  Divine  Providence, 
M  nothing  can  succeed  or  come  to  a  happv  issue 
nthout  bribery;  therefore  let  me  know  what  he 
ipeets  te  comply  with  my  desiies,  and  it  shall  be 
mined  unto  him. 

For,  though  I  would  not  corrupt  any  man  for  (he 
'^Ic  world,  yet  a  benevolence  may  be  given  without 
By  offence  to  conscience;  every  one  must  confess 
^  gratification  and  corruption  are  two  distinct 
nM :  nay,  at  worst,  many  good  men  hold  that,  for 
lood  end,  some  very  naughty  measures  may  be  made 
srof. 

But,  sir,  I  must  give  you  some  good  news  in  relation 
i  myself,  because  I  know  you  wish  me  well :  1  am 
•ml  of  some  diseases  in  my  old  age  which  tormented 
M  very  much  in  my  youth. 

I  was  possessed  with  violent  and  uneacy  passions, 
ocli  ai  a  peevish  concern  ht  truth,  and  a  saucy  love 
w  »y  country. 

When  a  Christian  priest  preached  against  die  spirit 
'  the  gospel,  when  an  English  judge  determmed 
l^ut  Magna  Charta,  when  the  minister  acted 
S^int  common  sense,  I  used  to  f^t 

^(ow,  sir,  let  what  will  happen,  I  keep  myself  in 
|*per.  As  1  have  no  flattering  hopes,  so  1  banish 
n  uieless  fears;  but  as  to  the  thinn  of  diis  world, 

M  myself  in  a  condition  beyond  expectation ;  it 
*iog  evident,  from  a  late  parliamentary  inquiry,  that 
^t^ve  as  much  ready  money,  as  much  in  the  fVuids, 
^  M  ireat  a  personal  estate,  as  sir  Robert  Sutton. 

If  the  translator  of  Homer  And  fault  with  this 
"Heroic  disposition,  or  (what  I  more  fear)  if  the 
^^pier  of  Ireland  accuse  the  Englishman  of  want  of 
^t,  I  silence  yon  both  with  one  line  out  of  your 
•nHomce,— ' 

Quid  te  exempts  juvst  spiais  o  plnribos  oaa  ? 

'  I  take  the  whole  to  be  so  corrupted,  that  a  cure  in 
1^7  put  would  but  little  avail.     Yours,  &e. 

*Thb  jmit  lord  FBtefterooKh  and  Pom  paid  a  vidt  ftom 
t»  Winetiittsr  CoU^p,  and  gave  priue  to  Um 
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<foUn  for  the  h««k  oopy  of  %«nm  llwt  sIumUI  be'writtra  oo  a 
ti>)«ct  proj^Md  10  tham  by  Po|«  hinueir-Tha  caa&paicB  of 
*^tU.  TheprlM«werat«teofPiuo»'*Ilorac«.'*  HuniiCoo. 
•  nnrtlMit^aiMiakiv  of  "  POtyMus."  at  that  time  very  votti^r . 
n^  «o«  of  thasa  pilie<;  >ir.  Whitehead  aaoth*. 


Mt  Lord, — I  never  knew  or  heard  of  any  person  so 
volatile  and  so  fixed  aa  your  lordsliip ;  you,  wnile  your 
imagination  ia  carrying  you  through  every  comer  of 
the  world,  where  you  have  or  have  not  been,  can  at 
the  same  time  remember  to  do  offices  of  favour  and 
kindness  to  the  meanest  of  your  friends ;  and,  in  all 
the  scenes  you.  have  passed,  have  not  been  able  to 
attain  that  one  quality  peculiar  to  a  great  man,  of 
forptting  everythbg  but  iojuriea^  Of  this  1  am  a 
livmg  witness  against  you  ;  for,  bemg  the  most  insig- 
nificant of  all  your  old  humble  servants,  you  were  so 
cruel  as  never  to  give  me  time  to  ask  a  livour ;  but 
prevented  me  in  doing  whatever  you  thought  I 
desired,  or  could  be  for  my  credit  or  advantage. 

I  have  often  admired  at  the  capriciouauess  of  fortune 
in  regard  to  your  loidship.  She  bath  forced  courts  to 
act  against  their  oldest  and  most  constant  maxims ;  to 
make  you  a  general  because  you  had  courage  and 
conduct ;  an  ambassador  because  you  had  wisdom  and 
knowledge  in  the  interests  of  Europe ;  and  an  admiral 
on  account  of  your  skill  in  maritime  affairs  ;  whereas^ 
according  to  the  uaual  method  of  court  proceedings,  I 
should  have  been  at  the  head  of  the  army,  and  you  of 
the  church,  or  rather  a  cumte  under  the  dean  of  St. 
Patrick^s. 

The  archbishop  of  Dublin  lamcnti  that  Im  did  not 
see  ^our  lordship  till  be  was  just  upon  the  point  of 
leavmg  the  Bath :  I  pray  God  vou  may  have  found 
succes  in  that  joumev ;  else  I  raall  continne  to  think 
there  ii  a  fetal ity  in  all  your  lordship's  uudertakinga^ 
which  only  terminate  in  your  own  nonour,  and  tna 
good  of  the  public,  without  the  IsMt  advantage  to  your 
health  or  ibrtune, 

I  remember  lord  Oxibrd's  ministry  used  to  tell  mc^ 
"  That,  not  knowing  where  to  write  to  you,  they  were 
forced  to  write  at  you."  It  is  so  with  me;  for  you  aie 
in  one  thing  an  evangelical  man,  that  "  you  know  not 
where  to  lay  your  head  ;**  and  I  think  you  have  no 
house.  Play,  my  lord,  write  to  me  that  I  may  have 
the  pleasure,  in  this  scoundrel  country,  of  going  about, 
and  showing  my  depending  paiaons  a  letter  from  the 
earl  of  Peterborough.    J  am,  Ac. 

Jonathan  Swirr. 

ME.  PILSINGTON  TO  MR.  BOWTBR. 

Dahlia.  Angttflt  17,  tTM. 
Sib, — I  received  your  last  letter  with  the  note  to  Mr. 
Nei^.    I  am  extremely  obliged  to  you  for  the  fevour 
of  aoeh  a  present^  and  shall  be  glad  to  have  an  oppor> 
tunity  to  express  my  gratitude  to  you. 

1  would  send  with  this  letter  two  or  three  of  those 
papers  which  I  design  for  your  volume ;  but  the  dean 
w  reading  them  over  l»  try  if  then  be  any  alteration 
requisite  in  any  of  them.  1  shewed  him  your  note  to 
Mr.  North,  and  I  bdieve  he  waa  at  least  as  mweh 
pleoaed  as  the  peiton  who  waa  to  receive  it.  We  have 
thoughte  oi  preparing  a  ptefeoe  to  your  editicm  m  the 
name  of  the  editor.  Let  me  know  whether  1  shall  send 
the  pamphleta  by  post,  and  whether  yon  have  the 
«  Journal  of  a  Dublin  Lady,**  the  "  BaHad  on  the 
English  Dean,*'  and  "  Rochfbrd  s  Journal,**  because 
you  shall  have  the  copies  sent  to  you  and  the  property 
effectually  secured.  1  mentioned  yotir  request  to  thie 
dean ;  and  I  shall  get  you  the  right  of  printing  the 
^'Piopoml  for  Hating  Children**  I  mentioned  the 
alteration  of  the  titles ;  and  he  thinks  it  will  l)e  most 
proper  to  give  them  both  the  Irish  and  English  titles ; 
fbr  instance,  the  "Soldier  and  the  Scholar,**  or 
"  Hamilton's  Bawn,"  &c.  I  have  some  hope  of  being 
able  to  send  all  these  in  about  a  week  or  fortxiight's 
time,  and  shall  venture  to  send  them  by  post,  though 
it  will  be  expensive.    The  dean  says  he  thinks  me 
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aasignment  ai  Ml  m  it  ii  powible  for  him  to  write ; 
but  that  he  will  comply  with  any  alterations  we  think 
proper.  I  shall  expect  to  hear  from  you  as  soon  as 
possible,  because  I  hare  some  schemes  to  transact 
which  probably  I  shall  acquaint  you  with  in  my  next 
letter.  ,  I  am,  sir,  your  most  obliged  servant, 

Matt.  Pilkinoton. 


PROM  MR.  ALDERMAN  BARBER. 

London.  Aariirt  84. 173S. 
Sib, — I  wish  Dr.  Delany  had  complied  with  your 
request  sooner  in  acouainting  me  with  your  intentions 
in  favour  of  Mr.  Pilkington.  I  could  have  been  glad 
also  that  he  had  acquainted  you,  as  1  desired  him, 
with  the  particulars  how  1  stood  circumstantiated  in 
relation  to  the  chaplain  ;  for  I  flatter  myself  that  your 
usual  good  nature  would  have  induced  you  to  comply 
with  my  request  in  writing  a  letter  to  me,  in  an  autho- 
ritative way,  in  your  recommendation  of  Mr.  Pilking- 
ton ;  which  would  have  given  me  a  good  excuse  for 
my  refusing  a  gentleman  whom  my  deputy  and  com- 
mon-GOuncUmen  had  recommended  to  me  above  six 
months  ago. 

Another  accident  happened  in  this  affair  by  the 
doctor*s  not  receiving  a  letter  I  sent  him,  which,  by 
mistake,  came  not  to  his  hands  (though  at  home) 
until  many  hours  after  my  man  had  left  it  at  his 
lodgings ;  which  letter,  had  he  seen  in  time,  would 
have  prevented  some  little  difficulties  I  lie  under  in 
this  affair,  and  which  I  must  get  over  as  well  as  I  can. 
For,  sir,  when  I  reflect  on  the  many  obligations  I  have 
to  you,  which  I  shall  ever  acknowledge,  I  am  glad  of 
any  occasion  to  show  my  gratitude ;  and  do  hereby,  at 
your  request,  make  Mr.  Pilkington  my  chaplain  when 
mayor.  I  wish  it  may  answer  his  expectations ;  for 
the  proflts  are  not  above  120/.,  if  so  much,  as  I  am 
told.  He  .constantly  dines  with  the  mayor,  but  I  am 
afraid  cannot  lie  in  the  hall,  the  rooms  being  all  of 
state.  For  your  sake  I  will  show  him  all  the  civilities 
I  can.  You  will  recommend  him  to  Jo.  (Dr.  I  mean) 
Trapp.  The  mayor*s  day  is  the  30th  of  October ;  so 
that  he  may  take  his  own  time. 

It  would  add  very  much  to  my  felicity  if  your 
health  would  permit  you  to  come  over  in  the  spring, 
and  see  a  pageant  of  your  own  making.  Had  you 
been  here  now,  I  am  persuaded  vou  would  have  put  me 
to  an  additional  expense  by  havine  a  raree-show  (or 
pageant)  as  of  old  on  the  lord-mayor  s  day.  Mr.  Pope 
and  1  were  thinking  of  having  a  large  msichine  carried 
through  the  city,  with  a  printing-press,  author,  pub- 
lishers, hawkers,  devils,  ftc,  and  a  satirical  poem 
printed  and  thrown  from  the  press  to  the  mob  in  public 
view,  but  not  to  give  offence ;  but  your  absence  spoils 
that  design. 

Pray  God  preserve  you  long,  very  long,  for  the 
good  of  your  country  and  the  joy  and  satisfaction  of 
your  friends;  among  whom  I  take  the  liberty  to 
subscribe  myself,  with  great  sincerity,  sir,  your  most 
obedient  and  most  humble  servant,         J.  Bakber. 


FROM  MR.  QAY  AND  THE  DUCHESS  OF  QUEENS- 

BERRY. 

Amedbory,  Angutl  28, 1732. 
Dbab  Sib^ — Mr.  Hoare  has  a  hundred  and  odd  pounds 
of  yours  in  his  hands,  which  you  may  have  whenever 
Tou  please  to  draw  upon  me  for  it.  I  know  I  am  more 
mdebted  to  you  (I  mean  beside  the  South-Sea  bond  of 
a  hundred  mat  still  subsists),  but  I  caimot  tell  you 
exactly  how  your  account  stands  till  I  go  to  town.  1 
have  money  of  my  own  too  in  Mr.  Hoare's  bauds 
which  I  know  not  at  present  how  to  dispose  of.  I 
believe  I  shall  leave  it  without  interest  till  I  go  to  town, 
and  shall  then  be  at  the  same  loss  how  to  dispose  of  it 


as  now.     I  have  an  intention  to  get  man  money  sot 

winter ;  but  am  prepared  for  disappointmenti,  vbid  f 
think  it  is  very  likely  I  shall  meet  with;  yet,uT4 
tliink  it  convenient  and  necessary  that  1  sbtiuld  knt 
more  than  I  have,  you  see  1  resolve  to  do  vkat  I  at 
to  oblige  you.  If  my  designs  should  not  take  eStn^l 
desire  you  will  be  as  easy  under  it  as  I  shaU  be :  f«i  1 
find  you  so  solicitous  about  me  that  you  cannct  W 
my  disappointments  as  well  as  I  can.  If  1  do  .4 
write  intelligibly  to  you,  it  is  because  I  would  hA^m 
the  clerks  of  the  post-office  know  evorythii^  I  la 
doing.  If  you  would  come  here  this  sumnMi  it>s 
might  with  me  have  helped  to  have  drunk  uf-  vt 
duke*s  wine,  and  saved  your  money.  1  am  gn«4; 
so  saving  of  late  that  I  very  often  reproach  myielf  v1 
being  covetous ;  and  I  am  very  often  afraid  tbst  I  kuI 
have  the  trouble  of  having  money  and  never  hua  \» 
pleasure  of  making  use  of  it.  I  wish  you  oouU  Itr 
among  us,  but  not  wiless  it  could  be  to  jour  case  c% 
satisfaction.  You  insist  upon  your  being  minubr  J 
Amesbury,  Dawley,  Twickenham,  Riskingt,  sad  p- 
bendary  of  Westminster.  For  your  being  miuiUff ' 
those  places  I  cannot  promise  you ;  but  I  kno*  ra 
might  have  a  good  living  in  every  one  of  them.  ^ 
badoes  I  have  rid  in,  and  I  tiiink  them  a  very  fine  ^ 
useful  invention ;  but  I  have  not  made  use  of  dicm^^:' 
I  left  Devonshire.  I  ride  and  walk  every  day  to  nn 
excess  that  I  am  afraid  I  shall  take  a  surfeit  of  it  ' 
am  sure  if  I  am  not  better  in  health  after  it  it  if  h' 
worth  the  pains.  I  say  this,  though  I  have  this  ■» 
shot  nineteen  brace  of  partridges.  I  have  very  Ixa 
acquaintance  with  our  vicar  ;  he  doea  not  lire  aiMif 
us,  hut  resides  in  another  parish.  And  I  hsu  at 
played  at  backgammon  with  anybody  since  I  cant' 
Amesbury  but  lady  Harold  and  lady  Bateman.  i* 
Dr.  Delany  has  taken  away  a  fortune  from  ui,  J  np^ 
to  be  recommended  in  Ireland.  If  authon  of  ^^ 
books  are  entitled  to  such  fortmies,  I  desire  yoa  ««« * 
recommend  me  as  a  moral  one ;  I  noean  in  IreUnd.  U 
that  recommendation  would  not  do  in  England. 

THE  DOCHSSS  BBOINS. 

The  duchess  will  not  lend  you  3000/.  or  STiO^:  '.* 
keep  up  your  dignity,  for  reasons  to  Strada  M  f^ 
but  she  had  much  rather  give  you  that,  or  10,O*^> 
more,  than  lay  it  out  in  a  fine  petticiat  to  makf  beail^ 
respected. 

I  believe,  for  all  you  give  Mr.  Gay  nucb  ^y 
advice,  tiiat  you  are  a  very  indiscreet  person  youv-^ 
or  else  you  would  come  here  to  take  care  of  yoor  '■t^ 
afiairs,  and  not  be  so  indiscreet  as  to  send  for  j^o** 
money  over  to  a  place  where  there  is  none.  Mr.  (i«i 
ii  a  very  rich  man,  for  I  really  think  he  does  nA  vi^ 
to  be  richer ;  but  be  will,  for  ht  is  doing  what  tou  t  J 
him ;  though,  if  it  may  not  be  allowed,  be  will  vx\vxrt 
greater  honour  and  less  trouble.  His  covetouaxfi. " 
present,  is  for  health,  which  he  takes  so  much  pi'< 
for  that  he  does  not  allow  himself  time  to  cnju;  ' 
Neither  does  he  allow  himself  time  to  be  either  ab«E' 
or  present.  When  he  began  to  be  a  sportsman  be  ^-^ 
like  to  have  killed  a  dog ;  and  now  every  day  I  n?<^' 
he  will  kill  himself,  and  then  the  bread  aud  Nittv 
affair  can  never  be  brought  before  you.  It  is  nalb'  * 
affair  of  too  great  consequence  to  be  trusted  io  s  \f^ 
therefore  pray  come  on  purpose  to  decide  it.  V  )^ 
do,  you  will  not  hear  how  familiar  I  am  with  (*«*'^ 
Dobson ;  for  I  have  seen  Goody  Dob«m  plsj  st  ^ 
with  so  ill  a  grace  that  1  was  determined  orvw  b)  ^ 
anything  so  unbecoming.  1  am  not  belored.  ion* 
do  I  love  any  creature  except  a  very  few.  sud  tW 
not  for  having  any  sort  of  merit,  but  only  becsuwit  s 
my  humour ;  in  this  rank  Mr.  Gay  stands  tint  ^^ 
yourself  next,  if  you  like  to  be  lespe r  tfd  ^»>  ^ 
conditions.     Now  do  you  know  met    He  ftaodi^* 
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,  and  tooldfl  me  for 
Tand  vieepy)  that  1  do 
he  has  yawned  for  it  a 
b^ard  a  lady  (who  at 
of)  wish  that  ihe  had 
ffive  yoa.»  It  was  not 
heart  if  Mr.  Gay  does 
friend. 


•pelling  ill,  and  ia  very  peeriih 
not  give  him  up  the  pen ;  fur 
tbooaand  timei.  We  botli  once 
that  time  we  both  thought  well 
the  best  living  in  England  to 
I ;  but  1  do  wieh  it  with  all  my 
not  hang  out  false  lights  for  his 


MS.  OAT  OOBS  ON  HEBB. 

I  HAD  forgot  to  tell  yon  that  I  Tery  lately  leceived 
a  letter  from  Twickenham,  in  which  was  tliis  para- 
gf*!* :— -"  Motte  and  another  idle  fellow,  I  find,  nave 
l>t"eo  writing  to  the  dean,  to  get  him  to  give  them  some 
ropyright,  which  surely  he  will  not  be  so  indiscreet  as 
bt>  do,  when  he  knows  my  design,  and  has  done  these 
two  months  and  more.  Surely  I  should  be  aproperer 
person  to  trust  the  distribution  of  his  works  with  than 
It  c/*mmon  bookseller.  Here  will  be  nothing  but  the 
ludicrous  and  little  things,  none  of  the  political,  or 
any  things  of  consequence,  which  are  wholly  at  his  own 
diapoaal.  But,  at  any  rate,  it  would  be  silly  in  him 
to  gire  a  copyright  to  any,  which  can  only  put  the 
iiatiner  of  publishing  them  hereafter  out  of  bis  own 
uid  his  friends*  power  into  that  of  mercenaries." 

I  really  think  this  is  a  very  useful  precaution,  con- 
itdering  how  you  have  been  treated  by  these  sort  of 
lelloDvs. 

The  duke  is  fast  asleep,  or  he  would  add  a  line. 

MR.  PILKINOrON  TO  MR.  BOWYER. 

Angttit  ».  1732. 

>!■• — I  nave  Ant  you  some  of  the  pamphlets  I  pro- 
sii«ed,  in  as  large  a  parcel  as  I  could  venture.  The 
lean  has,  with  his  own  hand,  made  some  alterations  in 
i>TOe  of  them.  I  will  by  next  post,  or  next  but  one, 
«nd  yoa  another  pampldet  at  least,  and  a  new  as- 
i^rnment  from  the  dean.  He  received  a  letter  from 
klr.  Pope  and  Mr. Motte;  but  neither  have  been  of 
he  least  disadvantage  to  my  request.  I  cannot  say 
MiC  I  am  proud  of  his  friendship  to  me. 

I  desire  tliat  you  will  insist  upon  your  right  by  the 
ksvignment  I  formerly  sent ;  and  let  Mr.  Motte  show 
run  anything  under  the  dean's  hand  which  will  in- 
ralidate  it!  Our  affair  is  a  jioint  where  the  deau*s 
Mmour  is  concerned  ;  and  that  very  consideration  may 
•onrince  you  that  your  interests  will  be  secured, 
f  ou  ahall  hear  from  me  more  particularly  in  a  post  or 
wo. 

I  aend  you  a  catalogue  of  some  of  those  pieces  which 
rou  are  entitled  to  print ;  and  if  you  would  add  any 
f  the  **  Intelligencers,*'  I  can  inform  you  which  are 
be  dean's,  and  which  not. 

A  catalogue  of  pieces  which  you  are  empowered  to 
^rint  by  the  dean's  assignment : — <*  The  Barrack  ;" 
•An  Ode  to  Ireland,"  from  Horace ;  "  A  Libel  on  Dr. 
>elany  and  Lord  Carteret ;"  "  To  Dr.  Delany,  on  the 
.ibela  against  him;'  "O'Rourk;'*  "Tlte  Dressing- 
m>m  ;•'  "  The  Defence  of  it ;"  «  The  Journal  at 
fiichford's;"  "  The  Thorn  ;**  «  City  Cries ;»'  «•  Project, 
Ji*l»ope'  Lands;'*  "On  Bishops'  Leases ;'*  '*  Arguments 
.l^inst  repealing  the  Test  Act ;"  «  Considerations  on 
he  Bishops*  Bills  C  *'  Vindication  of  Lord  Carteret ;" 
^  Propoml  for  Eating  Children;"  "Poem  on  the 
-:iigliah   Dean  ;'*  *<  Journal  of  a  Dublin  Lady.'* 

Matt.  Pilkinoton. 

PROM  SIR  WILUAM  FOWNES. 

IsUod  Bridge.  September  ».  17SS. 
!)rab  Sib, — ^It  has  been  the  obsoratiou  of  travellen, 
as  I  have  been  frequently  told,)  that  in  all  the  coun- 
riea  they  have  seen  they  never  met  with  fewer  public 
haritahle  foundations  than  in  this  kingdom. 
Private  charities,  no  doubt,  will  have  their  reward ; 

*  Lftdy8oablk,or>erha]Mtli6prlnoeM  of  Wales. 
VOL.  ir. 


but  public  are  great  incitements :  and  good  examples 
often  draw  others  on,  though  grudgingly;  and  so  a 
good  work  be  done,  no  matter  who  are  the  workmai. 

When  1  was  lord-mayor,  I  saw  some  miserable  lu- 
natics exposed  to  the  hanrd  of  others,  as  well  as 
themselves.  I  had  six  strong  cells  made  at  the  work- 
house for  the  most  outrageous,  which  were  soon  filled ; 
and  by  degrees,  in  a  short  time,  those  few  drew  upon 
us  the  solicitations  of  many,  til^  by  the  time  the  old 
corporation  ceased,  we  had  in  that  house  forty  and 
upward.  The  door  being  opened,  interest  soon  made 
way  to  let  in  the  fooUih,  and  such-like,  as  mad  folks. 
These  grew  a  needleis  charge  upon  us,  and  had  that 
course  gone  on,  by  this  time  the  house  had  been  filled 
with  such.  The  new  corporation  got  rid  of  most  of 
these  by  death  or  the  care  of  friends,  and  came  to  a 
resolution  nut  to  admit  any  lucb  fur  the  future ;  and 
the  fint  denial  was  to  a  request  of  the  earl  of  Kildare, 
which  put  a  full  stop  to  further  applications.  As  I  take 
it,  there  are  at  this  time  a  number  of  objects  which  re- 
quire assistance ;  and  probably  many  may  be  restored 
if  proper  care  could  be  taken  of  them.  There  is  no 
public  place  for  their  reception,  nor  private  undertakers, 
as  about  London.  Friends  and  relations  here  would 
pay  the  charge  of  their  support  and  attendance,  if  there 
were  a  place  for  securing  such  lunatics. 
t  1  own  to  you  1  was  for  some  time  avene  to  our 
having  a  public  bedlam,  apprehending  we  should  be 
overloaded  with  numbers  under  the  name  of  mad. 
Nay,  I  was  apprehensive  our  case  would  soon  be  like 
that  in  £ngiand;  wives  and  husbands  trying  who 
could  firrt  get  die  other  to  bedlam.  Many,  who  were 
next  heirs  to  estates,  would  try  their  skill  to  render  the 
possessor  disordered,  and  get  them  confined,  and  soon 
run  them  into  real  madness.  Such-like  consequences 
I  dreaded,  and  therefore  have  been  silent  on  the  subject 
till  of  late.  Now  I  am  convinced  that  regard  should 
be  had  to  those  under  such  dismal  circumstances ;  and 
I  have  heard  the  primate  and  others  express  their  con- 
cern to/  them ;  and  no  doubt  but  very  sufficient  sul>- 
scriptions  may  be  had  to  set  this  needful  work  on  foot. 
I  should ,  think  it  would  be  a  pleasure  to  any  one 
that  has  any  intention  in  this  way  to  see  something 
done  in  their  lifetime,  rather  than  leave  it  to  the 
conduct  of  posterity.  I  would  not  consent  to  the  pro- 
ceeding on  such  a  work  in  the  manner  I  have  seen  our 
poor^ouse^  and  Dr.  Steven's  hospital,  via.,  to  have  so 
expensive  a  foundation  laid  that  the  expense  of  the 
building  should  require  such  a  sum,  and  so  long  a 
time  to  finish,  as  will  take  up  half  an  age. 

My  scheme  for  such  an  undertaking  should  be  much 
to  this  effect : — 

First,  I  would  have  a  spot  of  ground  fixed  on,  that 
should  be  in  a  good  open  air,  free  from  the  neighbour- 
hood of  houses ;  for  the  cries  and  exclamations  of  the 
outrageous  would  reach  a  great  way,  and  ought  not  to 
disturb  neighbours :  which  was  what  you  did  not  think 
of,  when  you  mentioned  a  spot  in  a  close  place,  almost 
in  the  heart  of  the  city.  There  are  many  places  in  the 
outskirts  of  the  city  1  con  name  very  proper. 

Next  to  the  fixing  of  a  proper  spot,  1  would,  when 
that  is  secured,  (which  should  be  a  good  space,)  have 
it  well  enclosed  with  a  high  wall,  the  cost  of  all  which 
must  be  known.  Then  1  would  have  the  cells  at  the 
Royal  Hospital  Infirmary,  lately  made  for  mad 
people,  be  examined,  how  convenient  and  how  in  all 
points  they  are  adapted  to  the  purpose,  with  the  cost 
of  these  cells,  which  I  take  to  be  six  or  eight  Then 
I  would  proceed  to  the  very  needful  house  for  the 
master  and  the  proper  servants.  Then  another  build- 
ing, to  which  there  should  be  a  piazza  for  a  stone 
gallery,  for  walking  dry  ;  and  out  of  that  several 
lodging-cells  for  such  as  are  not  outrageous,  but  ma> 
I  lancholy,  &c.  This  may  be  of  such  a  size  tliat  it  may 
I  3y 
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be  enlarged  in  length,  or  by  a  return ;  and  orerbead 
the  same  sort  of  a  gallery,  with  little  rooms  or  cells, 
opening  the  doors  into  the  gallery ;  for,  by  intervals, 
the  objects  affected  may  he  permitted  to  walk  at  times 
in  the  galleries.  This  is  according  to  the  custom  of 
London.  Annexed  to  the  master's  house  must  be  the 
kitchen  and  offices. 

This  proceeding  may  be  so  contrired  as  to  be  en- 
larged from  time  to  time,  as  there  shall  be  a  fund  and 
occasion  to  require  additions.  Thei«  is  no  necessity 
for  any  plans  or  architects ;  but  any  ordinary  capa- 
cities may  contrive  those  enlargements.  Perhaps  there 
may  appear  some  well-disposed  persons  who  will  say 
they  will  make  this  enlargement,  and  so  odiers,  and, 
by  such  helps,  they  may  be  sufficiently  done  to  answer 
all  purposes. 

It  comes  just  now  into  my  head  that  there  is  a  very 
proper  spot,*  which  I  think  the  chapter  of  St.  Patrick 
let  to  one  Lee,  a  bricklayer  or  builder.    It  lies  back 
of  Aungier-street  east,  comes  out  of  York-stzeet  down  a 
place  called  die  Dunghill,  runs  down  to  tiie  end  of 
King-street,  facing  William-street;  at  the  north  end  of 
which  some  almshouses  are  built  by  Dowling   and 
others.     Also  there  stands,  to  the  front  of  the  street,  a 
large  stone  building,  called  an  almshouse,   made  by 
Mrs.  Mercer  j  though,  by  the  by,  I  hear  she  is  weary 
of  her  project,  and  does  little  in  supplying  that  house, 
or  endowing  it.     Perhaps  the  ground  may  be  easily 
come  at  from  Lee's  heirs ;  and,  by  your  application,  I 
know  not  but  Mrs.  Mercer  may  give  her  house  up  to 
promote  so  good  a  work.     This  will  go  a  good  way, 
and  being  followed  by  subscriptions,  a  great  and  speedy 
progress  may  be  made,  in  wnich  I  will  readily  join 
my  interest  and  labour.     If  that  spot  fail,   we  will 
pitch  upon  another.     Whatsoever  may  be  your  future 
mtentions,  do  not  deny  me  the  consideration  of  the 
good  your  appearance  and  help  may  now  do.    I  would 
not  make  a  step  in  this  affair  if  it  shall  not  be  agived 
that  all  matters  which  require  the  consent  by  votes 
shall  be  determined  by  the  method  of  a  balloting-boz, 
that  no  great  folks,  or  their  speeches,  should  carry  what 
they  please,  by  their  method  of  scoring  upon   paper, 
and  seeing  who  marks,  &c.,  too  much  practised. 

If  there  be  nothing  in  this  paper  worth  your  atten- 
tion, you  know  how  to  dispose  of  it  You  have  the 
thoughts  of  your  assured  humble  servant, 

W.  FOWNES. 
THE  PROPOSAU 

I.  That  an  hospital,  called  Bedlam,  be  built  in  the 
city  of  Dublin,  or  liberties,  for  the  reception  of  lu- 
natics from  any  part  of  the  kingdom. 

II.  In  order  to  promote  so  good  a  work,  subscriptions 
to  be  taken  in  Dublin,  and  in  every  city  and  town  in 
the  kingdom ;  and  that  the  chief  magistrate  of  each 
place  be  desired  to  recommend  the  su^ription-paper 
sent  to  him  for  that  purpose, 

III.  That  when  public  notice  is  given  in  print  that 
ground  is  secured  for  building  the  hospital  of  Bedlam, 
&e  subscription  be  collected  and  sent  to  Dublin,  and 
paid  into  the  hands  of  (query,  Mr.  Thorn,  steward  to 
the  Blue- coat  hospital,  a  very  proper  person  ?) 

IV.  That  upon  notice  given  by  Mr.  Thorn  that  he 
has  received  200/.,  a  meeting  shall  be  held  of  all  sub- 
scribers who  happen  to  be  in  Dublin  at  a  proper  time 
and  place. 

V.  Such  persons  as  subscribe  5/.  or  upwards  to  have 
a  vote  at  sucn  a  meeting. 

VI.  That  Mr.  Thoni,  giving  security,  be  continued 
to  receive  and  pay  out  tibe  money  subscribed  for  one 
year,  and  be  allowed  only  6d.  per  1/.  for  receiving  and 
paying. 

•  The  grouDd  here  mantioiMd  by  lir  WilUan  Fownet  do« 
not  belong  to  the  dean  and  chapter  of  St.  Patrick,  hat  to  the 
''on  or  vican  choral  in  fh&t  cathedral. 


VIL  That  themoDevfintUidoQt  AaUhete^ 
buildii^  of  six  or  eight  strong  cells  far  outiayww 
lunatics  to  be  confined  in,  and  after  die  fiona  of  tkt 
made  at  the  infirmary  of  the  Royal  Hospital. 

VIIL  That  the  ooUege  of  phyiiciaM  be  dtand-. 
contribute  to  thia  good  work,  by  apnobting  tvo  « 
three  of  their  body  to  be  pceaent  at  the  fiai  matm. 
and  to  give  their  opinion  aa  to  the  convenicncj  </tl» 
cells,  what  boilers  are  |»oper  to  beiei  op  in  a  kitcb& 
and  what  food  is  proper  to  be  provided  for  socb  l» 
natics. 

IX.  That  near  the  cdla  be  made  a  kitchen,  nu 
at  first,  and  in  such  amanner  as  capable  to  be  eiiiip*'< 
That  over  this  kitchen  be  a  middle  roon,  snd  u^<t 
it  a  garret,  to  lodge  the  cook-maid  and  one  otfao  mtic 

X.  That  adjoining  the  kitchen  may  be  inidc  m 
room  of  18  feet  by  18,  which  may  serve  for  I* 
Thorn  to  attend  in,  and  where  the  doelofs  er  ibt 
subflcribers  may  meet  on  oecaaion.  And  orcr  cj 
room  another,  to  serve  for  a  store-iooBi,  and  a  gsnc  it 
lodge  a  porter  or  two.  that  must  attend  the  lonstHi. 

XL  That  these  bnildinga  ba  made  plain  sod  io«< 
with  as  little  cost  as  can  be. 

XII.  That  the  charge  of  these  be  eorapoled  sfpma 
and  of  the  inside  necessaries ;  so  that  the  work  m»y  a 
on  as  fast  as  the  sahKription-fund  can  be  got  b. 

XIII.  That  the  subscriber!  at  the  fint  iDcetit?- 
elect  seven  of  their  number,  snch  ae  are  knoviu  " 
carrying  on  of  the  work,  and  willing  to  titmi  i 
needful  times.  That  any  three  or  moie,  at  any  tae^^ 
at  the  hospital,  may  give  directions  for  prooecdioc* 
the  buildings  agreed  upon  to  be  made  at  ii»  b^ 
meeting  of  the  subscriben ;  at  which  first  meetsy  « 
second  meeting  may  be  agreed  upon,  and  so  ftoa  t» 
to  time. 

The  walling-in  of  the  piece  of  gronnd  iottndai  ^ 
this  use  may  go  on  as  the  fund  will  hear,  vilti:.' 
obstructing  the  fint  useful  buildinga.  And  vle« 
there  are  lunatics  of  several  kinds,  as  the  meisockiT. 
&c.,  and  some  that  are  unruly  by  fita,  a  bailding  w^ 
be  designed  for  this  sort ;  the  floors  not  lofty,  bat  v^ 
sufficiently  airy,  20  feet  wide,  whereof  10  for  a  p^ 
and  10  for  lodges ;  each  lodge  8  or  10  feet  broal 

As  there  is  a  fund  •  •  ♦  • 

Dear  Sib, — Herewith  you  have  my  thoughts  ei  ^ 
affair  you  mentioned  to  me.  I  wi^  I  could  pref  iii  * 
you  to  patronise  it,  and  lay  down  your  own  ichnw  I 
am  most  confident  it  cannot  fail  going  on  \mv^' 
You  have  friends  and  interest  enough  to  set  it  afn:3i& 
although  there  may  be  some  grandees  would  n:^ 
other  hands  had  the  conduct  of  it;  yet  tfa«  «*^ 
speaks  so  much  for  itself,  they  must  be  ashamed  vi '« 
contribute,  much  more  to  obstruct  it. 

In  the  paper  called  <*  The  Proposal  *"  I  haw  (ui 
sidered  the  privatest  and  least  expensive  wav  </f  ^ 
to  work,  avoided  public  forms  and  grandees  iD*^- 
posiog.  Tom  Thorn  by  chance  I  thooghl  upco  ^ 
that  reason,  and  for  preventing  jobs,  ftc  Do  vUt  y^ 
please  with  my  papcn.     I  am  just  ditto. 

TO  MR.  ALDERMAN  BARBER. 

DnlAin.  September  tl.  )^ 
My  Lohd  Elect, — ^I  anticipate  your  title,  becai*F«' 
haps  it  my  be  your  due  before  your  chaplaia  ^^^ 
Pilkington,  can  attend  you.     And  besides,  /  hinj 
mind  to  be  the  first  person  who  gives  it  to  yoo.   A^ 
fint,  I  heartily  acknowledge  your  goodness  in  fivooru 
a  young  gentleman  who  has  well  ansaeiid  afl  c^^ 
commendations  that  have  been  given  me  of  brm. » 
I  have  some  years  watched  all   omx>rtuBitiet  to  ^* 
him  a  good  office,  bat  none  of  the  few  thiogs  to  »!    | 
own  gift  that  would  be  nroper  for  hsmhsve  btta« 
my  way  since  I  knew  him;  and  pom  withi^hei 
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fou  know  or  may  beliere,  I  have  none.  I  ralue  Mr. 
Piikiiif^toiij  a*  much  for  his  modesty  aa  hia  learaiiig 
mil  Miue,  or  any  good  quality  be  haa.  And  it  would 
^  hard,  after  your  aending  us  over  ao  many  worthleis 
lifhops,  all  bedangled  with  their  pert  illiterate  rela- 
iotu  and  flatterers,  if  you  would  not  sufier  us  to  lend 
foa.  at  least  for  one  year,  one  sample  of  modesty, 
rirtue,  and  good  sense ;  and  I  am  glad  it  (alls  to  your 
«nlship  to  gi?e  the  first  precedent.  I  will  write  to 
l)r.  Tiapp  in  Mr.  Pilkingtons  favour,  but  whether 
have  any  credit  with  biro  I  cannot  tell,  although 
Krhaps  you  will  think  I  may  pretend  to  some.  It  is 
)}  my  advice  that  Mr.  Pilkington  goes  over  some- 
vbatiooner;  for  I  would  have  him  know  a  little  of 
rour  end  of  the  town,  and  what  he  is  to  do ;  but  he 


fill  not  give  yon  any  trouble  or  care  till  you  pi 

0  command  him,  which  1  suppose  will  not  be  till  yoo 
iRiettled  in  your  office. 

Nothing  but  this  cruel  accident  of  a  lamenev  could 
live  hindered  me  iiom  attending  your  cetemonial  as 

1  spectator,  and  1  should  have  forwarded,  to  the  ut- 
D«t,  Mr.  Pope^s  scheme,  for  I  never  approved  the 
imuiion  of  thoae  shows.  And  I  think  I  saw,  in  my 
routfa,  a  lard-nuiyor*s  show  with  all  that  pomp,  when 
ir  Thomas  Pilkington,*  of  your  chaplain's  name  and 
iunily,  made  his  procession. 

I  have  advised  your  chaplain  to  send  you  thu  letter, 
iod  not  present  it,  that  you  may  be  in  no  pain  about 
lim,  for  he  shall  wait  on  you  the  next  morning,  when 
M  has  token  a  lodging  for  himself,  till  you  come  into 
rour  mayoralty. 

I  cainiot  conclude  without  repeating  my  acknow- 
edgments  for  your  kind  remembrance  of  me.  We 
rerr  \)oth  followers  of  the  same  court  and  the  same 
uiu«e  and  exiles,  after  a  sort,  you  a  voluntary  one,^ 
uui  1  a  necessary ;  but  you  have  out-thrown  me  many 
i  hundred  bars'  lengtha.  I  heartily  wish  the  conti* 
ittance  of  your  good  success,  and  am,  with  great  truth, 
^oar  roost  constant  friend  and  most  obedient  humble 
•fvant,  Jonathan  Swift. 


FROM  LADY  BETTY  GERMAIN. 

London.  November  7.  17S2. 
1  SHOULD  have  answered  yours  sooner,  but  that  I 
^try  day  expected  another  from  you,  with  your  orders 
u  xpmk  to  the  duke;  which  I  should  with  great 
3l«tture  have  obeyed,  as  it  was  to  serve  a  friend  of 
'oars.  Mrs.  Floyd  is  now,  thank  God,  in  as  good 
icttith  as  1  have  seen  her  these  many  years,  though 
he  has  still  her  winter  cough  hanging  upon  her ;  hut 
|«t,  I  fear,  I  must*  never  expect  she  should  be  quite 
mfromat  this  time  of  day.  All  my  trouble  with 
wr  now  is,  to  make  her  drink  wine  enough  according 
0  the  doctor's  order,  which  is  not  above  three  or  four 
[Ia<«<v,  such  as  are  commonly  filled  at  sober  houses ; 
umI  that  she  makes  so  great  a  rout  with,  and  makes 
»  many  faces,  that  there  is  nobody  that  did  not  know 
Kr  perfectly  well  but  would  extremely  suspect  she 
l»»»iK  drams  in  private. 

I  am  sorry  to  find  our  tastes  so  difTerent  in  the  same 
)<non ;  and  as  everybody  has  a  natural  partiality  to 
hi'ir  own  opinion,  so  it  is  surprising  to  me  to  find 
atly  Suffolk  dwindled  in  yours,  who  rises  infinitely 
a  mine  the  more  and  the  longer  I  know  her.  But 
fou  say,  *»  you  will  say  no  more  of  courts,  for  fear  of 

«  Sir  Thomas  Pilkington  wm  lord-mayor  in  three  ■i>ccc»iiv« 
frv%,  frum  1689  to  1691.  There  is  a  biuadude.  contaiainj;  an 
n-nant  of  ihr  fevtivitiea  upon  the  occasion,  drawn  up  by  no  leas 
t  T^Tmnx  than  Elkanah  Settle,  once  the  riml  of  Dr\dra.  Kl- 
>'D«tAo'fl  triumph  waa  the  more  complete,  aa  be  had  been  a 
nAcnj  for  hia  adherence  to  the  Whig  interest  in  the  reigns  of 
.(urle«  H.  and  his  aucoefltor. 

(>  Iterber  was  a  vioW nt  adherent  of  lord  Bolingbroke,  and 
itemed  it  aafe  to  go  aliroad  upon  the  aooeasion  of  the  Hano- 
reriaa  line. 


growing  angry  ;'*  and,  indeed,  I  think  you  are  so  al> 
ready,  since  you  level  all  without  knowing  them,  and 
seem  to  think  that  no  one  who  belongs  to  a  court  can 
act  right.  I  am  sure  this  cannot  be  really  and  truly 
your  sense,  because  it  is  unjunt ;  and  if  it  is,  I  shaU 
suspect  there  ia  something  of  your  old  maxim  in  it, 
(which  I  ever  admired  and  found  true,)  that  you 
must  have  offended  them,  becatise  you  do  not  forgive. 
I  have  been  about  a  fortnight  from  Knowle,  and  shall 
next  Thursday  go  there  again  for  about  three  wecki, 
where  I  shall  be  rouly  and  willing  to  receive  your 
commands,  who  am  most  faithfully  and  sincerely 
youiB. 


FROM  MR.  OAY. 

November  16.  HSS. 
Dear  Sib, — I  am  at  last  come  to  London  bdTore  the 
family,  to  follow  my  own  inventions.  In  a  week  or 
fortnight  I  expect  the  fiimily  will  follow  me.  You 
may  now  draw  upon  me  for  your  money  as  soon  as 
you  please.  I  have  some  of  my  own  too  that  lies 
dead  ;  and  I  protest  I  do  not  know  which  way  at  pre- 
sent to  dispose  of  it,  everything  is  so  precarious.  I 
paid  Mrs.  Launoelot  13/.,  and  pay  myself  the  fiv« 
guineas  you  bad  of  me,  and  have  deducted  your  loss 
by  paying  off  one  of  the  South  Sea  bonds ;  and  I  find 
I  have  remaining  of  yours  211/.  \&§,  (UL  And  I  be- 
lieve, over  and  above  that  sum,  there  will  be  more 
owing  to  you  upon  account  of  interest  on  the  bonds, 
about  four  or  five  pounds.  Mr.  Hoare  has  done  this 
fur  me,  but  1  have  not  had  time  to  call  upon  him  yet, 
so  that  I  cannot  be  more  particular.  As  the  money  now 
lies  in  Mr.  Hoare's  hands,  you  see  it  is  ready  on  de- 
mand. I  believe  you  had  best  give  notice  when  you 
draw  on  me  for  it,  that  1  may  not  be  out  of  the  way. 
I  have  not  as  yet  seen  Mr.  Pope,  but  design  in  a  day 
or  two  to  go  to  him,  though  1  am  in  hopes  of  seeing 
him  here  to-day  or  to-morrow.  If  my  present  project 
succeeds,  you  may  expect  a  better  account  of  my 
own  fortune  a  little  while  afVer  the  holidays;  but  I 
promise  myself  nothing,  for  I  am  determined  that 
neidier  anybody  else  or  myself  shall  disappoint  me. 
I  wish  the  arguments  made  use  of  to  draw  yon  here 
were  every  way  of  more  consequence.  1  would  not 
have  you  change  one  comfort  of  life  for  another.  I 
wish  you  to  keep  every  one  of  those  you  have  al- 
ready, with  as  many  additional  ones  as  you  like. 
When  I  sit  down  to  consider  on  the  choice  of  any  sub- 
ject, to  amuse  myself  by  writing,  I  find  I  have  a  na- 
tural propensity  to  write  against  vice,  so  that  I  do  not 
expect  much  encouragement ;  though  I  really  think, 
in  justice,  I  ought  to  be  paid  for  stifling  my  own  in* 
cli nation ;  but  the  great  are  ungrateful.  Mr.  Pulte- 
ney's  young  son  has  had  the  small-pox,  and  is  per- 
fectly recovered.  He  is  not  in  town,  but  is  expected 
in  about  a  week  from  the  Bath.  I  must  answer  the 
letter  you  writ  to  tlie  duchess  and  me,  when  her  grace 
comes  to  town ;  for  I  know  Ae  intended  to  have  a  part 
in  it.  Why  cannot  you  come  among  us  in  the  be- 
ginning of  the  new  yearf  The  comnwy  will  be  then 
all  in  town,  and  the  spring  advancmg  upon  us  every 
day.  What  I  mean  by  the  company  is,  those  who 
call  themselves  your  friends,  and  I  believe  are  so. 
It  is  certain  the  parliament  will  not  meet  till  tlie  mid<lla 
of  January,  i  have  not  been  idle  while  I  was  in 
the  country ;  and  I  know  four  wishes  in  general,  and 
in  iNulicular  that  industry  may  alwajrs  find  itsaccoimt. 
Believe  me,  as  1  am,  imchangeable  in  the  regard,  love, 
and  esteem  1  have  for  you. 


2y  2 
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FROM  MR.  FOPE^ 

December  5,  1738. 
It  is  not  a  time  to  complaiu  that  you  have  not  an- 
•wered  me  two  letters  (in  the  last  of  which  I  was  im- 
patient under  some  fears).  It  is  not  now  indeed  a 
time  to  think  of  myself,  when  one  of  tlie  nearest  and 
longest  ties  I  have  ever  had  is  broken  all  on  a  sud- 
den by  the  unexpected  death  of  poor  Mr.  Gay.  An 
inflammatory  fever  hurried  him  out  of  this  life  in  three 
days.  He  died  last  night  at  nine  o'clock,  not  de- 
prived of  his  senses  entirely  at  last,  and  possessing 
them  perfectly  till  within  five  hours.  He  asked  of 
you  a  few  hours  before,  when  in  acute  torment  by  the 
inflammation  in  his  bowels  and  breast  His  effects 
are  in  the  duke  of  Queensberry's  custody.  His  sisters, 
we  suppose^  will  be  his  heirs,  who  are  two  widows; 
as  yet  it  is  not  known  whether  or  no  he  left  a  will. 
— Good  God!  how  often  are  we  to  die  before  we  go 
quite  off  this  stage?  in  every  friend  we  lose  a  part 
of  ourselves,  and  the  best  part.  God  keep  those  we 
have  led !  few  are  worth  praying  for,  and  oneself  the 
least  of  all. 

I  shall  never  see  you  now,  I  believe ;  one  of  your 
principal  calls  to  England  is  at  an  end.  Indeed  he 
was  tne  most  amiable  by  far,  his  qualities  were  the 
gentlest,  but  I  love  you  as  well  and  as  firmly. 
Would  to  God  the  man  we  have  lost  had  not  been  so 
amiable  nor  so  good ;  but  that's  a  wish  for  our  own 
sakes,  not  for  his.  Sure,  if  innocence  and  integrity 
can  deserve  happiness,  it  must  be  his.  Adieu.  I 
can  add  nothing  to  what  you  will  feel,  and  diminish 
nothing  from  it.  Yet  write  to  me,  and  soon.  Believe 
no  man  now  living  loves  you  better,  I  believe  no  man 
ever  did,  than  Alexander  Pope. 

Dr.  Arbuthnot,  whose  humanitv  you  know,  heartily 
commends  himself  to  you.  All  possible  diligence 
and  affection  has  been  shown,  and  continued  attend- 
ance, on  this  melancholy  occasion.  Once  more  adieu, 
and  write  to  one  who  is  truly  disconsolate. 

P.8.  BY  DR.  ARBUTHNOT. 

Dear  Sir, — I  am  sorry  that  the  renewal  of  our  corre- 
spondence should  be  upon  such  a  melancholy  occasion. 
Poor  Mr.  Gay  died  of  an  inflammation,  and  I  believe 
at  last  a  mortification,  of  the  bowels  ;  it  was  tlie  most 
precipitate  case  I  ever  knew,  having  cut  him  off  in 
three  days.  He  was  attended  by  two  physicians  be- 
sides myself.  I  believed  tlie  distemper  mortal  from 
the  beginning.  I  have  not  had  the  pleasure  of  a  line 
from  you  these  two  years;  I  wrote  one  about  your 
health,  to  which  I  had  no  answer.  I  wish  you  all 
health  and  happiness,  being  with  great  affection  and 
respect,  sir,  your,  &c. 

TO  THE  RIQHT  HON.  JOHN  BARBER,  LORD- 
MAYOR  OF  IX)NDON. 

Dublin*  December  14, 1732. 
My  Lord, — After  obtaining  one  favour  from  your 
lordship,  I  am  under  the  necessity  of  requesting  an- 
other ;  which,  however,  I  hope  will  not  give  you  much 
trouble.  I  know  that  it  depends  upon  chance  what 
employments  you  may  have  in  your  disposal  during 
your  mayoralty ;  but  some  I  presume  you  will  have. 
It  is  therefore  my  request,  and  will  be  so  likewise  of 
some  others  among  your  friends,  that  if  any  employ- 
ment should  fall  vacantf  during  your  government, 
which  Mr.  Barber  would  be  allowed  capable  of  exe- 
cuting well,  your  lordship  would  please  that  he  may 
have  the  refusal,  with  as  much  favour  as  will  consist 
with  your  own  generous  disposition,  adding  the  friend- 

«  Indorsed  "  Od  my  dear  friend  Mr.  Gay's  death :  Received 
December  \b,  but  act  n*ad  tiU  the  lOth,  by  an  impulae  fore- 
boding some  mbfortune."  This  ?note  is  indorsed  on  the  ori- 
II  inal  letter  in  Dr.  Swift's  hand.<— Pbpi. 


ship  you  are  pleased  to  profea  to  me,  which  I  tew 
hevtily  into  the  balance.  He  ia  of  English  bizth;  i 
very  uwight,  honest  man,  and  his  wife  has  abandunr 
of  merit  in  all  respects;  they  design  to  settle  sdka: 
you,  having  tuniea  what  fortune  they  had  here  iat- 
monev. 

And  now,  my  lord,  I  heartily  give  yoo  joy  of  r>- 
veming  the  noblest  city  in  the  world,  where  I  b-^ 
you  are  desirous  and  able  to  do  so  much  good,  ui 
to  set  a  worthy  pattern  for  the  imitation  of  those  ih? 
shall  come  after  you.  If  my  health  and  the  hbl  &• 
tuation  of  my  private  affairs  will  permit,  I  ihsll  i^ 
to  have  the  honour  of  being  one  among  your  fwc* 
next  summer.  Mr.  Pilkington  is,  in  his  letten.  r^* 
petually  full  of  your  great  favours  to  him,  and  aj* 
you  will  be  his  voucher  that  be  still  continnes  hi*  w- 
dest  behaviour,  which  I  always  preseed  upon  bna  « 
the  best  quality  in  a  young  man,  although  I  nersir 
served  the  least  want  of  it  in  him. 

I  hope  you  will  take  care  of  your  health,  t^jc^. 
in  our  city  of  Dublin  is  a  difllcult  task  for  s  )xi- 
mayor  to  perform ;  and  if  your  lordship  be  undfi  ar 
necessity  of  drinking  as  many  healths  in  proportv'  • 
public  days  as  are  done  here,  you  will  he  io  fc*' 
danger  of  mining  your  own.  I  am,  with  f"? 
friendship  and  true  respect,  my  lord,  yonr  lonUk^t  * 
most  obedient  and  most  numble  servant, 

Jonathan  Swirr 


FROM  CHARLES  FORD.  ESQ. 

London.  December  SS.  t^ 
Yesterdav  I  received  your  letter  of  the  9th,  >>.' 
am  infinitely  obliged  to  you  for  the  constant  cnt>-«r 
you  show  for  me.     I  am  ashamed  to  trouble  yra  > 
much  and  so   often   in  my  own  affain;   and  pr 
great  kindness  makes  me  jdmost  ashamed  to  sik  pe* 
don  for  it  •         •  •         •         •       •      » 

•        •        •        • 

I  am  very  glad  to  hear  the  character  yoa  pf*  ^ 
lord  Orrerv.  He  was  extremely  applaaded  fir  * 
speech  he  made  i^inst  the  army  bill.  Tbeic  'n^ 
danger  of  repealing  the  test  Hie  court  has  taka  ^ 
tisual  method  of  gaining  the  fanatic  leaden,  n^ 
against  the  grain  of  the  body.  It  w  said  the  tNibo«<f 
Salisbury  [Dr.  Benjamin  Hoadly]  is  the  chirf  i^ 
conrager  of^tliem ;  that  the  queen  spoke  to  him.r' 
that  be  answered.  He  can  be  besmeared,  altixnr^ 
they  would  not  suffer  him  to  go  the  dirty  noA  ^ 
Durham.  That  was  the  excuse  they  made  him  v.^ 
the  last  vacancy  of  that  see.  I  am  extretne)  j  pn*- 
that  lady  Acheson  does  me  the  honour  to  remrai*' 
her  humble  servant.  I  heartily  wish  she  oodJ  v 
persuaded  to  keep  good  hours,  having  obsentd  \j 
many  of  my  acquaintance  that  nothing  im|Ain  bo'^ 
so  much  as  sitting  up  late.  I  often  hear  froo  n 
sister:  she  writes  in  quite  another  strain  disn  a» 
talked,  with  cheerfulness  and  good-nature.  I  ^7 
Arsalia*^  has  cured  the  lady  of  htr  spleen. 

I  heartily  wish  you  many  new  yearS|  with  health  »sd 
happiness,  and  am,  most  entirely,  ftc 

I  am  told  poor  Gay's  play  is  now  in  reheaml,  » 
will  please.  It  was  that  brought  him  to  towD  * 
little  before  he  died;  though,  without  his  fern.  ^ 
could  not  probably  have  held  out  long  anyvfaov- 


TO  MRS.  PILKINQTON. 

Deaner^-hoose.  Jaanarf  1,  ITtt 
Madam, — I  send  you  your  bit  of  a  newspspff. »'« 
the  verses,^  than  which  1  never  saw  better  in  their  ki»^ 

•  The  leat  of  Peter  Ludlow,  esq.,  lather  to  te  li^«x^^ 
Ludlow.  .    ,__ 

b  Mra.  PUkington.  when  the  was  about  lixlenu  hanagwn 
teasird  by  her  brother  to  write  some  vanes  as  asdxool  < 
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I  hare  tfa«  fame  opinion  of  tfaoie  you  were  pleiued  to 
write  upon  me,*  M  have  abo  some  particular  friendi 
of  genim  and  taste,  to  whom  I  ventured  to  commmii- 
cate  them,  who  universally  agree  with  me.     But  as 
I  csnnot  with  decency  show  them,  except  to  a  very 
fftr,  i  hope,  for  both  our  sakes,  others  will  do  it  for 
me.    I  can  only  assure  you  1  value  your  present  as 
much  as  either  of  the  others,  only  you  must  permit 
it  to  be  turned  into  a  pen ;  which  office  I  wiu  per- 
form with  my  own  hatid,  and  never  permit  any  other 
tt)  uw  it     I  heartily  wish   you   many  happy  new 
rnn ;  and  am,  with  true  esteem,  madam,  your  most 
obliged  friend  and  servant,  Jonathan  Swift. 


FROM  MR.  ROBERT  ARBUTHNOT. 

Rouen,  Janaary  >i  1733. 
De.\b  Sib, — I  have  flattered  myself  these  many  years 
tiut  vapours  or  compariy  would  have  brought  you 
orer  seas  to  Spa,  or  to  some  such  place,  and  that  you 
Would  have  taken  Paris  in  your  way  ;  and  so  I  should 
bare  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you  in  some  place 
of  my  own.  I  wonder  much  that  a  person  of  so  much 
good  humour  can  let  yourself  grow  old,  or  die,  without 
weiDg  some  other  country  than  your  owm.  I  am  not 
(luite  so  wicked  as  to  wish  vou  any  real  illness  to 
bring  you  to  us,  though  I  should  not  be  sorry  that  you 
thought  you  had  need  of  change  of  air.  I  wish  you  a 
bappy  new  year,  and  many  more ;  and  (whatever  in- 
l«wt  I  have  against  it)  good  health  and  prosperity, 
uA  everything  that  I  can  wish  to  one  that  I  much 
bonourarid  esteem. 

I  recommend  to  your  friendship  and  acquaintance 
the  bearer,  Mr.  De  la  Mar.  His  brother,  now  dead, 
^  been  with  you  in  Ireland ;  and  this  gentleman 
Iner\'e8  from  me  all  the  kindnns  my  friends  can 
'how  him.  Adieu,  dear  sir ;  if  I  can  serve  you  in 
anything,  command  me  always,  for  I  am,  with  great 
iitrem,  your  moct  humble  and  most  obedient  servant 

Robert  Arbutunot. 


TO  LADY  BETTY  GERMAIN. 

JADuary  8.  1733. 
Waoam, — Although  I  have  but  just  received  the 
lonour  of  your  ladyship's  letter,  yet,  as  things  stand, 
am  determined,  against  my  usual  practice,  to  give 
ou  no  respite  but  to  answer  it  immediately ;  because 
ou  have  provoked  me  with  yoiur  lady  Suffolk.  It  is 
it  years  last  spring  since  I  first  went  to  visit  my'friends 
I  Rngland  «Aer  the  queen's  death.  Her  present  ma- 
sty  heard  of  my  arrival,  and  sent  at  least  nine  times 
>  command  my  attendance  before  I  would  obey  her, 
nr  several  reasons  not  hard  to  guess;  and,  among 
(ber«,  because  I  had  heard  her  character  from  those 

•r  him.  asked  him  what  the  ahoald  write  apcm:  -"Why," 
Jd  he  p<>rtly.  "  what  fhould  you  writ*  upon  but  paper :"  8o, 
\kiag  it  for  ner  tubject.  she  wrote  the  roUowlng  lint**;  which, 
«r  vean  afler,  were  printed  in  one  of  the  London  newepaper*. 
H  iHlkingtoa's  Memuirs.  voL  1.  p.  68. 


"  O  epoUeee  paper,  fair  and  white  I 
On  whom,  by  Ibrce  coostrain'd,  I  write. 
How  cruel  am  I  to  destroy 
Thy  parity  to  pleaae  a  boy ! 
Ungrateful  I.  thus  to  aboae 
The  fairest  servant  of  the  muse. 
Dear  friend,  to  whom  I  oft  impart 
The  choioeat  aecreta  of  my  heart ; 
Ah,  what  atonement  can  'be  made 
For  epotleM  innoeeooe  betraVd  I 
How  fair,  how  lovely  didst  thou  show. 
Like  lilted  banka  or  fklling  tnow  t 
Bat  now,  alaal  become  my  prey, 
No  flooda  eaa  wash  thy  stains  away ; 
Yet  thJa  email  comfort  I  can  ifive, ' 
That  which  dcRtroy'd  shall  make  thee  live." 

•  Mrs.  Pilkington.  haTing  heard  that  Dr.  Swift  had  received  a 
ok  f^m  the  rarl  of  Orrery  and  a  ailvrr  ktandiah  ftom  Dr. 
plany.  lent  him  an  eaglo-qnill  with  the  verMes  npon  hi« 
rtbday.    See  voL  L  p.  847. 


who  knew  her  well.  At  last  I  went,  and  she  received 
me  very  graciously.  I  told  her  the  first  time  "  that 
I  was  informed  she  loved  to  see  old  persons  ;  and  that, 
having  sent  for  a  wild  boy  from  Germany,  she  had  a 
curiosity  to  see  a  wild  dean  from  Ireland.""  1  was 
not  much  struck  with  the  honour  of  being  sent  for, 
because  I  knew  the  same  distinction  had  been  offereci 
to  others,  with  whom  it  would  not  give  me  much 
pride  to  be  compared.  I  never  went  once  but  upon 
command;  and  Mrs.  Howard,  now  lady  Suffolk, 
was  usually  the  person  who  sent  for  me,  both  at 
Leicester-house  and  Richmond.  Mr.  Pone  (with 
whom  I  lived)  and  Mr.  Gay  were  then  great  favourites 
of  Mrs.  Howard,  especially  the  latter,  who  was  then 
one  of  her  led-captains.  He  had  written  a  very  in- 
genious book  of  fables,  for  the  use  of  her  younger 
son,  and  she  often  promised  to  provide  for  him.  Ilut 
some  time  before,  tbere  came  out  a  libel  against  Mr. 
Walpole,  who  was  informed  it  was  written  by  Mr. 
Gay ;  and  although  Mr.  Walpole  owned  he  was 
convinced  that  it  was  not  written  by  Gay,  yet  he 
never  would  pardon  him,  but  did  him  a  hundred  ill 
oflices  to  the  princess.  Walpole  was  at  that  time  very 
civil  to  me,  and  so  were  all  the  people  in  power.  He 
invited  me  and  some  of  my  friends  to  dine  with  him 
at  Chelsea.  After  dinner  I  took  an  occasion  to  say 
what  I  bad  observed  of  princes  and  great  ministers, 
*'  that  if  they  heard  an  ill  thing  of  a  private  person, 
who  expected  some  fiivour,  although  they  were  aller^ 
ward  convinced  that  the  person  was  innocent,  yet 
they  would  never  be  reconciled."*  Mr.  Walpole  knew 
well  enough  that  I  meant  Mr.  Gay.  I  afterward 
said  the  same  thing  to  the  princess,  with  the  same  in- 
tention; and  she  confessed  it  a  great  injustice.  But 
Mr.  Walpole  gave  it  another  turn;  for  he  said  to 
some  of  his  frioids,  and  particularly  to  a  lord,  a  near 
relation  of  yours,  "  that  I  had  dined  with  him,  and 
had  been  making  apologies  for  myself;*"  it  seems  for 
my  conduct  in  her  late  majesty's  reign,  in  which  no 
man  was  more  innocent,  and  particularly  more  of- 
ficious to  do  good  offices  to  many  of  that  party  which 
was  then  out  of  power,  as  it  is  well  known.  Mrs. 
Howard  was  then  in  gnat  &vour,  and  openly  protected 
Mr.  Gay ;  at  least,  she  saw  him  often,  and  professed 
herself  bis  friend ;  but  Mr.  Walpole  could  hardly 
be  persuaded  to  let  him  hold  a  poor  little  office  for  a 
second  year,  of  commissioner  to  a  lottery.  When  I 
took  my  leave  of  her  highness  on  coming  hither,  she 
was  very  gracious;  told  me  **  the  medals  she  had 
promised  me  were  not  ready,  but  she  would  send  them 
to  me.""  However,  by  her  commands  I  sent  her  some 
plaids  for  herself  and  the  princesses,  and  was  too 
gallant  to  hear  of  any  offers  of  payment  Next  spring 
I  came  again  to  England ;  was  received  the  same  way ; 
and  as  1  had  many  hints  given  me  that  the  court  at 
Leicester-fields  would  endeavour  to  settle  me  in  Eng- 
land, (which  I  did  not  much  regard,)  the  late  king 
died.  I  went,  by  Mrs.  Howard's  orders,  to  kiss  their 
new  majesties'  bands,  and  was  particularly  distin- 
guished by  the  queen.  In  a  few  weeks  the  mieen  said 
to  Mrs.  Howard  (alluding  to  one  of  Gay*s  fables)  **  that 
she  would  take  up  the  Hare  ;*"  and  bade  her  to  put 
her  in  mind,  in  settling  the  family,  to  find  some  em- 
ployment for  Mr.  Gay  ;  but,  in  die  event,  it  proved 
only  an  offer  to  be  a  gentleman-usher  to  a  girl  of  two 
years  old,  which  all  his  friends  (and  I  among  the  rest) 
advised  him  not  to  accept :  and  accordingly  he  excused 
himself  with  tlie  utmost  respect.  This  I  and  every- 
body else  were  sure  must  have  been  a  management  of 
Mr.  Walpole.  As  to  myself,  in  a  few  weeks  after  the 
king's  death  I  found  myself  not  well,  and  was  re- 
solved to  take  a  step  to  Paris  for  my  health,  having  an 
opportunity  of  doing  it  with  some  advantages  and 
recommendations.    But  my  friends  advised  me  first 
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to  coiuult  Mn.  Howard ;  because,  as  they  knew  Urn 
of  courts  than  I,  they  were  strongly  possessed  that  the 
promise  made  me  might  succeed,  since  a  change  was 
all  I  desired.    I  wrote  to  her  for  her  opinion,  and  par- 
ticularly conjured  her,  "  since  I  haa  long  done  with 
courts,  not  to  use  me  like  a  courtier,  but  give  me  her 
sincere  advice  ;**  which  she  did,  both  in  a  letter  and 
to  some  friends.      It  was,  "  by  all  means  not  to  go :  it 
would  look  singular,  and  perhaps  disaffected ;''  and  to 
my  friends  enlarged  upon  the  good  intentions  of  the 
court  toward  me.     I  staid ;  my  health  grew  worse ;  I 
left  Mr.  Pope  s  house ;  went  to  a  pirate  hedging  near 
Hammersmith ;  and,  continuing  ill,  I  wrote  to  Mrs. 
Howard,  with  my  duty  to  the  queen,  took  coach  for 
Chester,  recovered   in   my   ioumey,  and   came   over 
hither;    where,  although  I  have  ever  since  lived  in 
obscurity,  yet  I   have  the  misfortune,   without  any 
grounds  except  misinformation,  to  lie  under  her  ma- 
jesty *s  disnleasure,  as  I  have  been  assured  by  more 
than  two  honourable  persons  of  both  sexes ;  and  Mr. 
Gay*  is  in  the  same  condition.     For  Uiese  reasons,  as  1 
did  always,  so  I  do  still  think  Mrs.  Howard,  now  my 
lady  Suffolk,  to  be  an  absolute  courtier.    Let  her  show 
you  the  character  I  wrote  of  her,  and  whereof  no  one 
else  has  a  copy ;  and  I  take  Mr.  Pope  and  Mr.  Gay, 
who  judge  more  favourably,  to  be  a  couple  of  simple- 
tons.    In  my  answer  to  tlie  last  letter  which  my  lady 
Suffolk  honoured  me  with,  I  did  with  great  civility 
discharge  her  from  ever  giving  herself  another  trouble 
of  that  kind.    I  have  a  great  esteem  for  her  good  sense 
and  taste.     She  would  be  an  ornament  to  any  court  •, 
and  I   do  not  in  the  least  pity  her  for  not  being  a 
female  minister,  which  I  never  looked  on  as  an  advan- 
tageous character  to  a  great  and  wise  lady ;  of  which 
I  could  easily  produce  instances.     Mr.  Pope,  besides 
his  natural  and  acquired  talents,  is  a  gentleman  of 
very  extraordinary  candour ;  and  is,  consequently,  apt 
to  be  too  great  a  believer  of  assurances,  promises^  pro- 
fessions, encouragements,  and  the  like  words  of  course. 
He  asks  nothing ;  and  thinks,  like  a  philosopher,  that 
he  wants  nothing.     Mr.   Gay  is,  in  all   regards,   as 
honest  and  sincere  a  man  as  ever  I  knew ;    whereof 
neither  princes  nor  ministers  are  either  able  to  judge, 
or  inclined  to  encourage:  which,  however,  I  do  not 
take  for  so  high  a  breach  of  politics  as  they  usually 
suppose :  for,  however  insignificant  wit,  learning,  and 
virtue  may  be  thought  in  the  world,  it  perhaps  would 
do  government  no  hurt  to  have  a  little  of  them  on  ito 
side.     If  you  have  gone  thus  far  in  reading,  you  are 
not  so  wise  as  I  thought  you  to  be ;  but  I  will  never 
offend  again  with  so  much  length.     I  write  only  to 
justify   myself.     I  know   you  have   been    always  a 
lealous  Whig,  and  so  am  I  to  this  day :  but  nature 
has  not  given  you  leave  to  be  virulent^     As  to  myself, 
I  am  of  the  old  Whig  principles,  without  the  modem 
articles  and  refinements. 

Your  ladyohip  says  not  one  syllable  to  inform  me 
whether  you  approve  of  what  I  Bent  you  to  be  written 
on  the  monumeiit,b  nor  whether  you  would  have  it  in 
Latin  or  English.  I  am  ever,  with  true  respect  and 
high  esteem,  madam,  your  ladyship's,  &c., 

Jonathan  Swift. 
The  friend  I  named,  who  I  was  afraid  would  die,  Is 

recovered :  and  his  preferment  is  by  turns  in  the 

crown  and  the  primate  j  but  the  next  vacancy  will 

not  be  in  the  crown's  disposal. 

•  ThU  letter  miut  have  bf>ea  *Titten  before  ita  date,  of  8th 

Jf""*"?!.      ^^  *****  ^***  intelligence  of  Gay'*  death  on  20th 
Ueceinber. 

••  1*»,  St.  Andrew*!  chnrch,  Dublin,  -to  the  memory  of  her 
slater.  Udy  Penelope  Berkeley.  ' 


PROM  DR.  ARBCTHNOT. 

LondoD.  Jaavaiy  13, 179. 
My  DBAS  Fribnd, — I  had  the  pleasure  of  receiviK 
one  from  you  by  Mr.  Pilkington.  I  tbank  yon  iot  tar 
opportunity  it  gave  me  of  being  acquainted  sit^i 
very  agreeable,  ingenious  man.  I  value  him  try 
much  for  his  music,  which  you  give  yonnelf  aniv 
of  contemning ;  and  1  think  I  treated  faim  in  th^  vn 
to  a  degree  of  surprise. 

I  have  had  but  a  melancholy,  sorrowful  life  it 
some  time  past,  having  lost  my  dear  child,  nhnwe  lih' 
if  it  had  so  (leased  God,  I  would  have  williDfly  if> 
deemed  with  my  own.  I  thank  God  for  a  new  lc«« 
of  submission  to  his  will,  and  likewise  for  what  hr  h» 
lefr  me. 

We  have  all  had  another  loss,  of  our  wortbj  ibi 
dear  friend  Mr.  Gay  [who  died  Dec.  4, 1732].  Irv» 
some  alleviation  of  my  grief  to  see  him  so  unirrrabiT 
lamented  by  almost  everybody,  eren  by  those  wLulu* 
him   only  by  reputation.     He  was  interred  at  ^'<- 
minster- Abbey,  as  if  he  had  been  a  peer  of  the  mis. 
and  the  good  duke  of  Queensberry,  who  lamcDtrO  k* 
as  a  brother,  will  set  up  a  handsome  monununt  a^ 
him.     Tliese  are  little  aflrouts  put   upon  >ior  >.-: 
injustice,  and  is  all  that  remaina    in  our  povcr.  i 
believe  the  **  Beggars'  Opera,'"  and  what  he  had  tu  c^4» 
upon  the  stage,  will  make  the  sum  of  the  dirftsflw  < ' 
the  town  for  some  time  to  come.     Curll  (who  ii  jv 
of  the  new  terrors  of  death)  has  been  writing  lettm  i 
everybody  for  memoirs  of  his  life.     I  was  for  snd  t\ 
him   some,  particularly  an  accoant  of  his  diien'' 
at  court,  which  I  am   sure  might  have  beru  ni: 
entertaining :  -  by  whicli  I  should   have  attsined  tm. 
ends  at  once,  published  truth,  and  got  a  rascal  vbipf^ 
for  it.     I  was  overruled  in  this.     I  wish  you  htd  b^ 
here,  though  I  think  you  are  in  a  better  coonirr.   > 
fancy  to  myself  that  you  have  some  virtue  and  hun^' 
left,  some  small  reganl  fur  religion.      Perhapi  C'jxif 
anity  may  last  witli  you  at  least  twenty  or  thnrfr  jtj^ 
longer.     You   have  no  companies    or  stock-joU-r: 
are    yet  free  of  excises;   you  are    not    iusultid  u 
your  poverty,  and  told  with  a  sneer  that  too  air  * 
rich   and  a  thriving   nation.     Every   man  that  %^ 
neither  place  nor  (lension  is  not  deemed  with  y»* 
rogue  and  an  enemy  to  his  cotujtry. 

Your  friends  of  my  acquaintance  aie  in  tolmt' 
good  health.  Mr.  Pope  has  his  usual  complaiaN  : 
headach  and  indigestion,  I  think  mote  than  funnolt 
He  really  leads  sometimes  a  very  irregular  lif<r.  t--^' 
is,  lives  with  people  of  superior  health  and  sirmc 
You  will  see  some  new  things  of  hia,  equal  to  toy ' 
his  former  productions.  He  has  afBxed  to  the  w 
edition  of  his  **  Dunciad,'^  a  royal  declaration  agaiusrt  • 
haberdashers  of  points  and  particlea,  assuming  ^ 
title  of  critics  and  restorers,  wherein  he  derlsrcf  !t^ 
he  has  revised  carefully  this  his  "■  Dunciad,**  bnfiaD::^^ 
and  ending  so  and  so,  consisting  of  so  many  linn>  ^' 
declares  this  edition  to  be  the  true  reading:  and  it  * 
signed  by  John  Barber,  mafor  dniaiu  Lamdim, 

I  remember  you,  with  your  friends,  who  srv  sT 
neighbours ;  they  all  long  to  see  you.  As  for  or«) 
there  is  nothing  here  talked  of  but  the  nev  nlm^ 
of  excise.  You  may  remember  that  a  ministry  in  » 
queen's  time,  possessed  of  her  majesty,  the  pariiaxM'^ 
army,  fleet,  treasury,  confederate,  &c.,  put  all  tu  t ' 
test  by  an  experiment  of  a  silly  project  io  tb^  ^f-> 
of  a  poor  parson  [Dr.  Sacheverell].  The  same  ci*" 
in  my  mind,  is  playing  over  again,  from  a  vsa^" 
ness  of  power.  Aiiroheria  quam  pameA  m^amtti  m^*>' 
regitmr, 

I  have  considered  the  grievance  of  your  wio^:  ^' 
friend  that  designed  you  good  wine  was  abused  br  ■<i> 
agent  that  he  intrusteid  this  affair  to.  It  was  nU  u^ 
gentleman's  brother,  whose  name  b  De  U  U''*  *'' 
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w hum  ihovr  what  frieixUhip  you  can.  My  brother 
U  getting  nxMwy  now  in  Cbtoa,  IfM  and  moxe  ho* 
neatly  thu  hii  predecestor'a  su))ercargo«i;  but  enough 
to  inaka  yoa  ■atiifaction,  which,  if  he  comet  home 
alive,  he  iball  do. 

My  neighbour  the  proeeman  it  wiaer  and  more 
cowardly  and  deqiairing  than  ever.  He  talkt  me  into 
a  fit  of  vapooit  twice  or  thrice  a>week.  I  dream  at 
night  of  a  chain  and  rowing  in  the  galleys.  But, 
thank  God,  be  hae  not  taken  ftom  me  the  fieedom 
I  have  been  accustomed  to  in  my  diicoune^  (even 
with  the  greateit  penone  to  whom  I  have  access,^  in 
defending  the  cause  of  liberty,  virtue,  and  religion ; 
lor  the  last,  I  have  the  satisfaction  of  suffering  some 
share  of  the  ignominy  that  belonged  to  the  first 
couleasors.  This  has  been  my  lot,  from  a  steady  re- 
aolutioo  I  have  taken  of  giving  these  ignorant  im> 
piMient  fellows  battle  upon  all  occasions.  My  family 
•eiKi  yoti  their  best  wuhes  and  a  happy  new  year; 
aikd  none  can  do  it  more  heartily  than  myself,  who 
am,  with  the  most  sincere  respect,  your  most  faithful 
humUe  servant. 


TOMB.  POPEL 

Dublin,  January  178S. 
I  BBCBivBD  yoon  with  a  few  lines  from  the  doctor, 
and  the  account  of  our  losing  Mr.  Gay,  upon  which 
event  I  shall  say  nothing.  I  am  only  concerned  that 
I0D9  living  has  not  hardened  me;  for  even  in  this 
kiusdom,  and  in  a  few  days  past,  two  iKxsons  of  great 
merit,  whom  I  loved  very  well,  have  died  in  the  prime 
of  their  years,  but  a  little  above  thirty.  I  would  en> 
deavour  to  comfort  myself  upon  the  loss  of  friends  as 
I  do  upon  the  loss  of  money,  by  turning  to  my  ac- 
coont-book,  and  seeing  whether  I  have  enough  Idt  for 
my  aupport;  but  in  the  former  case  I  find  I  have  not 
any  move  than  in  the  other ;  and  know  not  any  man 
who  is  in  a  greater  likelihood  than  myself  to  die  poor 
and  friendless.  You  are  a  much  greater  loser  than  I 
by  hie  death,  as  being  a  more  intimate  friend  and 
t>OeD  hie  companion;  which  latter  I  could  never  hope 
to  be,  except  perhaps  once  more  in  my  life  for  a  piece 
>f  a  aammer.  I  hope  he  has  left  you  the  care  of  any 
writinga  he  may  have  left,  and  I  wish  that,  with  those 
Mlremdj  extant,  they  could  be  all  published  in  a  fair 
edition,  under  your  inspection.  Your  poem  on  the 
-  Use  of  Riches**  has  been  just  printed  here,  and  we  have 
10  objectiou  but  the  obscurity  of  several  passages  by 
Mir  ignorance  in  facts  and  persons,  which  makes  us 
ioae  abundance  of  the  satire.  Had  the  printer  given 
ne  notice^  I  would  have  honestly  printed  the  names  at 
evigth,  where  I  happened  to  know  them ;  and  writ  ex> 
dauatory  notes^  which,  however,  would  have  been  but 
ew,  for  noiy  long  absence  has  made  me  ignorant  of 
■rbat  paases  out  of  the  scene  where  I  am.  I  never  had 
h«  lesMt  hint  from  you  about  this  wwk,  any  more 
ban  of  your  former,  upon  '*  Taste.**  We  are  told  here 
bat  you  are  preparing  other  pieces  of  the  same  bulk 
(#  be  inscribed  to  other  friends,  one  (for  instance) 
o  my  lord  Bolsngfaroke,  another  to  lord  Oxford,  and 
n  cm.  Dr.  Delany  presents  you  his  most  humble 
iprvice  :  he  behaves  himself  very  commendably,  con* 
rersea  osily  with  his  former  friends,  makes  no  parade, 
njt  entertains  them  constantly  at  an  elegant  plentiful 
able ;  walks  the  streeti,  as  usual,  by  <Uylignt ;  does 
nany  acts  ot  charity  and  generosity ;  cultivates  a 
louu  try  house  two  miles  distant ;  aijd  is  one  of  those 
rrry  few  within  my  knowledge  on  whom  a  great 
bc<*.4^s  of  fovtutie  hath  made  no  manner  of  change. 
Ktkii  particularly,  he  is  often  without  money,  as  he  was 
lefore.  We  have  gut  my  lord  Orrery  among  us,  being 
Virced  to  continue  here  on  the  ill  condition  of  his 
•^atate  by  the  knavery  of  an  agent ;  lie  is  a  most  worthy 
lentleman,  whom  1  hope  you  will  be  acquainted  with. 


I  am  very  much  obliged  by  your  favour  to  Mr.  Pil- 
kington,  which  1  desire  may  continue  no  longer  (ban 
he  shall  deserve  by  his  modesty,  a  virtue  1  never  knew 
him  to  want,  but  is  hard  for  young  men  to  keep  with' 
out  abundance  of  ballast  If  you  are  acquainted 
with  the  duchess  of  Queensberry,  1  desire  you  will 
present  her  my  most  humble  service ;  I  think  she  is  a 
greater  loser  by  the  death  of  a  friend  than  either  of  us. 
She  seems  a  lady  of  excellent  sense  and  npirits.  1  had 
often  postscripts  from  her  in  our  friend  s  letters  to  me, 
and  her  part  was  sometimes  longer  than  his,  and  they 
made  up  a  great  part  of  the  little  happiness  I  could 
have  here.  This  was  the  more  generous  because  I 
never  saw  her  since  she  was  a  girl  of  five  years  old, 
nor  did  I  envy  poor  Mr.  Gay  for  anything  so  much 
as  being  a  domestic  friend  to  such  a  lady.  I  desire  you 
will  never  fail  to  send  me  a  particular  account  of  your 
health  ;  I  dare  hardly  inquire  about  Mrs.  Pope,  who 
1  am  told  is  but  just  among  the  living,  and  conse- 
quently a  continual  grief  to  you  ;  she  is  sensible  of 
your  tenderness,  which  robs  her  of  the  only  happiness 
she  is  capable  of  enjoying.  And  yet  1  pity  you  more 
than  her ;  you  cannot  Imgthen  her  days^  and  I  b^ 
she  may  not  shorten  yours.  Jonathan  Swift. 

TO  THE  EARL  OF  ORRERY. 

Jaauary.  17SS. 
My  LoKO,—- It  b  some  time  since  Mrs*  Ball  gave  me, 
endoaed  and  directed  to  me^  your  lordships  venes,  in 
your  own  hand,  with  the  alterations  you  were  pleased 
to  make^  for  which  I  have  long  deferred  my  acknow- 
ledgments ;  and  if  I  were  to  fc^ow  the  course  of  mj 
own  nature,  the  delay  should  be  longer ;  because,  al- 
though I  believe  no  man  has  a  more  grateful  sense  of  a 
real  honeur  done  him  than  myself,  3rct  no  man  is  in 
more  confusion  how  to  express  it  Although  I  had 
not  the  least  hand  in  publishing  those  verses  (which 
would  .have  ill  become  me),  yet  I  will  not  be  so  af- 
fected aa  to  conceal  the  pride  I  have  in  seeing  them 
abroad,  whsUever  enmity  they  may  procure  against 
your  lordship  for  publicly  &vouring  one  so  obnoxious 
to  present  powers,  and  turning  their  hatred  into  envy ; 
which  last,  as  it  ia  more  tormenting  to  the  owners,  will 
better  gratify  my  revenge.  And  of  tbia  advantage  I 
shall  nmke  the  proper  use,  leaving  your  lordship  to 
shift  for  yourself,  without  the  least  grain  of  pity  for 
what  you  nsay  suJBTer. 

In  the  mean  time  I  beg  you  to  accept  my  most 
humble  thanks  for  die  honour  done  me  by  so  excellent 
a  performance  on  so  barren  a  subject ;  by  which  words 
I  wisely  anticipate  the  censure  of  all  those  who  love  me 
not ;  in  spite  of  whom  it  will  be  said  in  friture  ages 
that  one  of  lord  Orrery *s  first  essays  in  poetry  were 
these  verses  on  Dr.  Swift.  That  your  lordship  may  go 
on  to  be  the  great  example,  restorer,  and  patron  of  vir- 
tue, learning,  and  wit,  in  a  most  coirupt,  stupid,  and 
ignorant  age  and  nation,  shall  be  the  constant  wish, 
hope,  and  prayer  of,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient,  obliged, 
and  most  humble  servant,  Jonathan  Swipt. 


FROM  MISS  KELLY. 

Jarrb-skreet,  aix  o'clock.  Friday  •yealoff, 
February  2.  1733. 

Sib,— I  danced  so  long  last  night  that  I  have  not  been 
able  till  this  moment  to  thank  you  for  the  goodness 
you  showed  me  this  morning.  Be  assured  tlie  favours 
you  bestow  on  me  are  received  with  the  greatest  plea- 
sure, and  I  only  am  sorry  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  con- 
vince you  that  nobody  can  set  a  higher  value  on  your 
friendship  than  1  do. 

Indeed  I  have  an  implicit  faith  in  your  medicine ; 
for  if  only  despising  the  poets  can  hinder  its  proving 
effectual,  1  must  certainly  receive  from  it  all  the  be* 
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nefit  I  desire ;  for  really  I  am  quite  of  tbe  other  side, 
and  am  a  sincere  admirer  of  all  tlie  good  poets ;  but 
am  more  particularly  attached  to  tbe  best.  What  I 
shall  do  to  convince  you  of  tbe  truth  of  this  I  cannot 
determine ;  but  surely  the  care  I  shall  always  take  to 
mend  upon  your  reproofs  will,  in  time,  let  you  know 
that  nobody  can  desire  more  sincerely  to  please  you 
than,  sir,  your  most  obliged  and  most  faithful  humble 
■ervant,  F.  A.  Kelly. 

I  am   half  asleep,  so  do  not  be  angry  at  these  blots. 

Being  out  of  cash  at  present,  I  send  you  my  note, 

which  I  hope  will  satisfy  you. 
I  acknowledge  to  be  indebted  to  the  reverend  doctor 

Swift,  dean  of  St.  Pab:ick*s,  the  sum  of  0/.  Is.  l^. 

for  value  received,  this  2nd  day  of  February,  1733. 

Frances  Arabella  Kelly.* 


PROM  MR.  POPE  TO  MR.  DODSLEY.b 

February  5,  17S8. 
Sir, — I  was  very  willing  to  read  your  piece,  and  do 
freely  tell  you  I  like  it,  so  far  as  my  particular  judgment 
goes.  Whether  it  has  action  enough  to  please  on  the 
stage,  I  doubt ;  but  the  morality  and  satire  ought  to  be 
relished  by  the  reader.  I  will  do  more  than  you  ask 
me,  I  will  recommend  it  to  Mr.  Rich.**  If  he  can  join 
it  to  any  play,  with  suitable  representations,  to  make  it 
an  entertainment,  I  believe  he  will  give  you  a  benefit- 
night;  and  1  sincerely  wish  it  may  be  turned  any  way 
to  your  advantage,  or  that  I  could  show  you  my  ftiend- 
ship  in  any  instanco.     I  am,  &c. 

Alexander  Pope. 


:  FROM  THE  LORD-MAYOR  OF  LONDON. 

Londoo.  February  6. 1738. 
Queen  Anne's  birthday,  the' bells  all  ringinur* 
Believe  me,  sir»  and  it  is  with  great  truth  I  speak  it* 
that  there  is  not  a  person  in  the  world  I  would  sooner 
oblige  than  youEself ;  and  I  should  be  glad  to  have  it 
in  my  power  to  serve  Mrs.  Barber  in  the  way  you  men- 
tion ;  but  it  is  rnlds  it  may  not  be  in  my  power,  for 
many  things  may  fall  that  her  spouse  is  not  nt  for ;  as 
all  places  relating  to  the  law  he  can  have  no  preten- 
sions to.  There  are  a  dosen  persons  in  my  house  called 
hrd'tnayori  offiotrSj  who  wear  black  gowns  and  give 
from  eight  to  nine  hundred  pounds  for  their  places, 
which  at  first  they  make  about  sixty  pounds  per  annum 
of,  and  rise  in  time  to  three  or  four  hundred  pounds ; 
but  they  are  generally  young  men.  These  places,  I 
supixMe,  should  any  one  fall,  would  not  be  thought 
good  enough.  There  are  many  other  places  in  my  gift. 
We  have  bad  mayors  gone  through  the  office  who  have 
not  got  one  hundred  pounds,  and  others  have  got  ten 
thousand  pounds;  it  is  all  chance.  I  have  gone 
through  the  fourtli  part  of  my  year,  and  have  got  only 
about  two  hundred  guineas,  by  the  deaths  of  one  of  the 
city  music  and  a  porter  to  Guildhall. 

But  suppose  a  place  ^ould  fall  worth  fifteen  hun- 
dred or  two  thousand  pounds  tliat  he  may  be  fit  for, 
one-third  of  tbe  purchase  goes  to  tibe  city,  and  must 
be  paid  before  his  admission;  the  other  two-thirds 
are  mine :  but  I  cannot  put  a  less  price  than  was 
paid  before,  because  the  last  price  is  entered  in  the 
city  books. 

I  know  you  love  particulars,  and  thus  you  have  the 
case  as  it  stands. 

Vou  will  give  me  leave  to  add  a  word  or  two,  which 

«  This  prominory  note  U  pinned  to  the  letter.  It  certainly  is 
an  answer  to  some  whim  or  other  of  the  dean's. 

b  Mr.  Robert  Dod«ley.  the  celebrated  bookseller,  to  whom 
Mr.  Pope  wa«  one  of  the  earlivst  .patrons.  He  died  Sept.  25, 
1754.  *^ 

c  He  was  as  good  as  his  word.  He  recommended  to  Mr. 
Rich  "  The  TriHors,*'  the  piece  above  alluded  to ;  and  by  hb 
intfrnat  it  was  brought  on  Uie  stage,  and  very  lavourably  re- 
ceived. 


I  do  in  confidence,  that  I  have  been  ftr  muiy  t«u 
plagued  with  a  set  of  ungrateful  monsters  called  ea- 
si'ns,  that  I  tremble  at  the  name.  And  thon^  1  fnt 
yearly  pensions  to  some,  and  monthly  and  weekly  te 
others,  all  would  not  do,  and  I  am  insulted  and  abocd 
by  them,  and  cannot  help  mymAf. 

Now,  as  Mrs.  Barber  and  her  family  design  to  lOk 
here,  and  she  has  done  me  the  honour  in  most  plscst.' 
call  me  cousin^  I  hop?  it  will  not  be  expected  1  »boi)4 
have  the  care  of  them.  I  have  very  ill  health,  sod  asy 
additional  care  that  way  would  htirt  me  very  noi: 
but  for  doing  her  and  her  family  any  good  oftco.1 
shall  never  be  wanting. 

I  must  now  beg  leave  to  return  you  my  tbaitis 
your  aflectionate  and  kind  wishes.  The  hmm.  I 
own,  is  very  great  I  am  in  poasessian  of,  and  I  sjb  »• 
sible  I  am  placed  aloft,  and  thai  all  my  wurdi  oi 
actions  are  scanned ;  but  I  will  not  bt  discooiifi 
and  hope  I  shall  get  through  with  honour.  Ow»* 
tive  for  making  me  think  so  is  the  great  plessoR^ 
satisfaction  I  have  in  the  hope*  of  seeing  yoo  bm 
where  your  advice  and  example  will  be  of  grestfw. 
and  therefore  I  hope  you  will  lose  no  time,  but  caar 
away,  and  I  will  fit  up  an  apartment  for  yon  in  Qn«^ 
square,  and  another  at  Sheen  (which  I  hopem*^ 
accept),  places  that  I  shall  hardly  be  able  to  lee  tiis 
year. 

Mr.  Pilkington  gains  daily  upon  ua,  and  oom««* 
a  facetious,  agreeable  fellow.  I  carried  him  the  ctsr 
day  to  see  her  grace  of  Bucks  in  tfie  park.  Her  ptf^ 
seeing  him,  asked  who  he  was;  I  anawered,  |*  he  n» 
a  present  from  you  from  Dublin.**  She  smiliifiy'*' 
pbed,  "  he  is  no  fool  then,  I  am  rare.*' 

I  shall  conclude  a  long  dull  letter  with  niy  «»» 
wishes  for  your  health  and  prosperity,  anddHif 
would  not  delay  one  hour  coming  to  bless  your  tna^ 
here  with  your  company,  which  by  none  is  mor*  «fc- 
sired  than,  sir,  your  most  obedieut  and  mort  hombJ* 
servant,  J.  Babbb- 

FROM  LADY  BBTTY  GERMAI19. 

Febrasry  ».  1^ 
I  BBCEIVED  yours  of  the  8th  of  January  but  irf 
week,  so  find  it  has  lain  long  on  the  road  after  ^ 
date.  It  Tvaa  brought  me  while  at  dinner,  that  vcn 
lady  sitting  close  to  me  whom  yon  seem  to  ttrai 
such  an  absolute  courtier  [counteaa  of  Sofiblk].  ^ 
knew  your  hand,  and  inquired  much  after  jvo  * 
she  always  does ;  but  I,  finding  her  name  fiequectly 
mentioned  not  with  that  kindneas  I  am  sore  A»^ 
serves,  put  it  into  my  pocket  with  silence  and  la^ 
prise.  Indeed,  were  it  in  people's  power  that  li« 
in  a  court  with  the  appearance  of  favour  to  do  lil 
they  desire  with  their  friends,  they  might  de«iw 
their  anger  and  be  blamed  when.it  does  not  ha|»p« 
right  to  their  minds  ;  but  Uiat  I  b^eve  new  *» 
the  case  of  any  one :  and  in  this  particular  of  Mr. 
Gay,  thus  iar  I  know  and  so  far  I  will  answer  fe 
that  she  was  under  very  great  concern  that  nothinr 
better  could  be  got  for  him  ;  and  the  firienddiipQP^ 
all  other  occasions  in  her  own  power  that  she  showw 
him  did  not  look  like  a  double-dealer. 

As  to  that  part  concerning  yourself  and  bcr.  I 
suppose  it  is  my  want  of  comprehension  that  I  ^ 
not  find  out  why  she  was  to  blame  to  give  you  a<^ 
vice  when  you  asked  it,  that  had  all  the  appearti^ 
of  sincerity,  good-nature,  and  right  judgment.  An 
if  after  that  the  court  did  not  do  what  tou  w«>»<* 
and  she  both  beUeved  and  wished  they  wouid«  «*i 
it  her  fault  1  At  least  I  cannot  find  ont  th&tvM 
have  hitherto  proved  it  upon  her.  And  thoagb  jw 
say  you  lamented  the  hour  you  had  seen  her,  ye^ 
cannot  tell  how  to  suppose  that  your  good  *d^  ^ 
justice  can  impute  anything  to  bcTj  becauic  •!  '^ 
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Dot  fall  oat  just  u  she  endeaToured  and  hoped  it 
would. 

As  to  your  creed  in  politics,.!  will  heartily  and 
nncerely  aubecribe  to  it  (that  I  detent  ayarice  in 
wurts,  comipU<m  in  ministers,  schisms  in  religion, 
illiterate  fawning  betrayers  of  the  church  in  mitres). 
But  at  the  same  time  I  prodigiously  want  an  infal- 
lible judge  to  determine  when  it  is  really  so  :  for  as  I 
bave  lived  longer  in  the  world  and  seen  many 
ihanges,  I  know  those  out  of  power  and  place  always 
«e  the  faults  of  those  in  with  dreadful  large  specta- 
:les ;  and  I  dare  say  you  know  many  instances  of  it 
A  lord  Oxford's  time.  But  the  strongest  in  my 
nemory  is  sir  Robert  Walpole,  being  first  pulled  to 
pieces  in  the  year  1720  because  the  South  Sea  did 
lot  rise  high  enough,  and  since  that  he  has  been  to 
he  fall  as  well  banged  about  because  it  did  rise  too 
ligh.  So  experience  has  taught  me  how  wrong, 
BOjuat,  and  senseless,  party  factions  are ;  therefore 
1  am  determined  never  wholly  to  beliCTe  any  side  or 
Mfly  against  the  other ;  and  to  show  that  I  will  not, 
i»  my  friends  are  in  and  out  of  all  sides,  so  my  house 
vceives  them  altogether;  and  those  people  meet 
lere  that  have  atad  would  fight  in  any  other  place. 
Those  of  them  that  have  great  and  good  qualities  and 
rirtues  I  lore  and  admire,  in  which  number  is  lady 
Suffolk ;  and  I  do  like  and  love  her  because  I  be- 
isre,  and  as  far  as  I  am  capable  of  Judging  know, 
Kr  to  be  a  wise,  discreet,  honest,  and  sincere  cour- 
ier»  who  will  promise  no  further  than  she  can  per- 
orm,  and  will  always  perform  what  she  does  pro- 
niie ;  so  now  you  have  my  creed  as  to  her.* 

1  thought  I  had  told  you  in  my  last,  at  least  I  am 
rare  I  designed  it,  that  I  desire  you  would  do  just 
It  you  like  about  the  monument ;  and  then  it  will 
)e  most  undoubtedly  approved  by  your  most  sincere 
md  faithful  servant,  E.  Gbrmain. 


TO  THE  EARL  OF  OXFORD. 

DabliD,  Febnisry  18.  1783.  ^ 
Ut  Lord, — ^The  bearer,  Mr.  Faulkner,  the  prince  of 
^blin  printers,  will  have  the  honour  to  deliver  you 
his.  He  tells  me  your  lordship  was  so  gracious  as 
0  admit  him  into  your  presence  and  receiye  him 
vith  great  condescension,  which  encouraged  him  to 
iof)cfor  the  same  iavour  again  by  my  mediation, 
vhich  I  could  not  refuse.  Although  for  his  own 
)roiit  he  is  engaged  in  a  work  that  very  much  dis- 
contents me,  yet  I  would  rather  have  it  fall  into  his 
lands  than  any  other's  on  this  side. 

I  am  just  recovered  in  some  degree  of  two  cruel 
^dispositions,  of  giddiness  and  deafness,  after  seven 
Donths.  I  have  got  my  hearing ;  but  the  other  evil 
^tngs  still  about  me,  and  I  doubt  will  never  quite 
«>e  me  until  I  leave  it. 

I  hope  your  lordship,  and  lady  Oxford,  and  lady 
^aq^aret  continue  in  perfect  health.  I  pray  God 
^reserve  you  all,  for  the  good  of  your  friends  and 
•our  country.  I  am,  with  entire  respect  and  esteem, 
four  lordship's  most  obedient  and  most  obliged  ser- 
^t*  Jonathan  Swift. 


FROM  MR.  POPE. 
.    ,   ^  February  IS,  1738. 

1"^  M  indeed  impossible  to  speak  on  such  a  subject  as 
|«e  loss  of  Mr.  Gay,  to  me  an  irreparable  one.  But 
1  lend  you  what  I  intend  for  the  inscription  on  his 
jomb  which  the  duke  of  Queensberrv  will  set  up  at 
^^stmtnster.  As  to  his  wridngs,  he  left  no  will, 
i'>r  spoke  a  word  of  them  or  anything  else  during 

*Thu  mirited  defniee  of. lady  Siiflblk.  against  a  man  of 
»ma  ahUity  and  dlRposition,  docs  lady  B^^ty  Germain  more 
^onoQr  than  the  would  have  deserved  by  writing  the  best  satire 
'PitiM  aU  the  coQHs  and  eoartien  in  ttie  world. 


his  short  and  precipitate  illness,  in  which  I  attended 
him  to  his  last  breath.  The  duke  has  acted  more 
than  the  part  of  a  brother  to  him,  and  it  will  be 
strange  if  the  sisters  do  not  leave  his  papers  totally 
to  his  disposal,  who  will  do  the  same  that  I  would 
with  them.  He  has  managed  the  comedy"  (which 
our  poor  friend  gave  to  the  playhouse  the  week 
before  his  death)  to  the  utmost  advantage  for  his 
relations ;  and  proposes  to  do  the  same  with  some 
fables^  he  left  finished. 

There  is  nothing  of  late  which  I  think  of  more 
than  mortality,  and  what  you  mention  of  collecting 
the  best  monuments  we  can  of  our  friends,  their  ovm 
images  in  their  writings :  for  those  are  the  best  when 
their  minds  are  such  as  Mr.  Gay's  was,  and  as  yours 
is.  I  am  preparing  also  for  my  own,  and  have  no- 
thing so  much  at  heart  as  to  show  the  silly  world 
that  men  of  wit,  or  even  poets,  may  be  the  most  mo- 
ral of  mankind.  A  few  loose  things  sometimes  fall 
ftrom  them,  by  which  censorious  fools  judge  as  ill  of 
them  as  possibly  they  can  for  their  own  comfort : 
and  indeed,  when  such  unguarded  and  trifling  jeux 
^esprit  have  once  got  abroad,  all  that  prudence  or 
repentance  can  do,  since  they  cannot  be  denied,  is  to 
put  them  fairly  upon  that  foot,  and  teach  the  public 
(as  we  have  done  in  the  preface  to  the  four  volumes 
of  "Miscellanies")  to  distinguish  betwixt  our  studies 
and  our  idlenesses,  our  works  and  our  weaknesses. 
That  was  the  whole  end  of  the  last  voliune  of  **  Mis- 
cellanies," without  which  our  former  declaration  in 
that  preface,  **  that  these  Tolumes  contained  all  that 
we  have  ever  offended  in  that  way,"  would  have 
been  discredited.  It  vfent  indeed  to  my  heart  to 
omit  what  you  called  the  libel  on  Dr.  Delany,  and 
the  best  panegyric  on  myself  that  either  my  own 
times  or  any  other  could  have  aflbrded  or  will  ever 
afford  to  me.  The  book  as  yon  observe  was  printed 
in  great  haste  ;  the  cause  whereof  vras  that  the  book- 
sellers were  doing  the  same  in  collecting  your  pieces, 
the  com  with  the  chaff ;  I  do  not  mean  that  any- 
thing of  yours  is  chaff,  but  vdth  other  wit  of  Ireland 
which  was  so,  and  the  whole  in  your  name.  I 
meant  principally  to  oblige  them  to  separate  what 
you  wrote  seriously  from  what  you  vrrote  carelessly ; 
and  thought  my  own  weeds  might  pass  for  a  sort  of 
wild  flowers  when  bundled  up  vrith  them. 

It  was  I  that  sent  you  those  books  into  Ireland, 
and  so  I  did  my  epistle  to  lord  Bathurst  even  before 
it  was  published,  and  another  thing  of  mine,  which 
is  a  parody  from  Horace  [2  Sat.  i.  J  written  in  two 
mornings.  I  never  took  more  care  in  my  life  of 
anything  than  of  the  former  of  these,  nor  less  than 
of  the  latter ;  yet  every  friend  has  forced  me  to  print 
it,  though  in  truth  my  own  single  motire  vras  about 
twenty  lines  toward  the  latter  end  which  you  will 
find  out. 

I  have  declined  opening  to  you  by  letters  the 
whole  scheme  of  my  present  work,  expecting  still  to 
do  it  in  a  better  manner  in  person ;  but  yon  will  see 
pretty  soon  that  the  letter  to  lord  Bathurst <  is  a  part 
of  it,  and  you  will  find  a  plain  connexion  between 
them  if  you  read  them  in  the  order  just  contrary  to 
that  they  were  published  in.  I  imitate  those  cun- 
ning tradesmen  who  show  their  best  silks  last ;  or 
(to  give  yon  a  truer  idea  though  it  sounds  too 
proudly)  my  works  will  in  one  respect  be  like  the 
works  of  nature,  much  more  to  be  liked  and  under- 
stood when  considered  in  the  relation  they  bear  with 

•  *'  The  Wifp  of  Bath ;"  which,  in  trath,  is  bat  so  indifferent 
com^y. 

^  The  »erond  volame  of  the  Fables  is  much  inferior  to  the 
first ;  piirticularly  on  account  t-f  the  long  and  laosuid  introdoe* 
tionii  to  each  fkble.  which  read  like  par^  pnm^eta. 

•  He  himself,  we  lee,  calla  this  piece  a  letter.  Dot  a  diahgus, 
as  it  wss  afterwards  entitled. 
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each  other,  than  when  tgnorantly  looked  upon  one 
by  one ;  and  often  those  parts  which  attract  most  at 
first  sight  will  appear  to  be  not  the  most  but  the 
least  considerable. 

I  am  pleased  and  flattered  by  your  expression  of 
ama  me.  The  chief  pleasure  this  work  can  giye  me 
is  that  I  can  in  it  with  propriety,  decency,  and  jus- 
tice, insert  the  name  and  character  of  every  friend  I 
hare,  and  every  man  that  deserres  to  be  loved  or 
adorned.  But  I  smile  at  your  applying  that  phrase 
to  my  visiting  you  in  Ireland  ;  a  place  where  I  might 
have  some  apprehension  (from  their  extraordinary 
passion  for  poetry  and  their  boundless  hospitality) 
of  being  aiiomed  to  death,  and  buried  under  the 
weight  of  garlands,  like  one  I  have  read  of  some* 
where  or  other.  My  mother  lives  (which  is  an  an- 
swer to  that  point),  and  I  thank  God,  though  her 
memory  be  in  a  manner  gone,  is  yet  awake  and  sen- 
sible to  me,  though  scarce  to  anything  else ;  which 
doubles  the  reason  of  my  attendance,  and  at  the  same 
time  sweetens  it.  I  wish  (beyond  any  other  wish) 
you  could  pass  a  summer  here ;  1  might  (too  pro- 
bably) return  with  you,  unless  you  preferred  to  see 
France  first,  to  which  country  I  think  you  would 
have  a  strong  invitation  [from  Bolingbroke].  Lord 
Peterborough  has  narrowly  eacaped  death,  and  yet 
keeps  his  chamber;  he  is  perpetually  speaking  in 
the  most  affectionate  manner  of  you :  he  has  written 
you  two  letters  which  you  never  received,  and  by 
that  has  been  discouraged  from  writing  more.  I 
can  well  believe  the  post-office  may  do  this,  when 
some  letters  of  his  to  me  have  met  the  same  fate, 
and  two  of  mine  to  him.  Tet  let  not  this  diecourage 
you  from  writing  to  me  or  to  him,  inclosed  in  the 
common  way  as  I  do  to  you;  innocent  men  need 
fear  no  detection  of  their  thoughts ;  and  for  my  part 
I  would  give  them  free  leave  to  send  all  I  write  to 
Curll,  if  most  of  what  I  vmte  was  not  too  silly. 

I  desire  my  sincere  services  to  Dr.  Delany,  who, 
I  agree  with  you,  is  a  man  every  way  esteemahle ; 
my  lord  Orrery  is  a  most  virtuous  and  good-natured 
nobleman  whom  I  should  be  happy  to  know.  Lord 
B.  received  your  letter  through  my  hands ;  it  is  not 
to  be  told  you  how  much  he  wishes  for  you ;  the 
whole  list  of  persona  to  whom  you  sent  your  services 
return  you  theirs,  with  proper  sense  of  the  distinc- 
tion. X  our  lady  friend  is  stmper  eadem,  and  I  have 
written  an  epistle  to  her  on  that  qualification  in  a 
female  character,*  which  is  thought  by  my  chief 
critic  in  your  absence  to  be  my  ehefd'cnivre  ;  but  it 
cannot  be  printed  perfectly  in  an  age  so  sore  of 
satire  and  so  willing  to  misapply  characters. 

As  to  my  own  health,  it  is  as  good  as  usuaL  I 
have  lain  ill  seven  days  of  a  slight  fever  (the  com- 
plaint here),  but  recovered  by  gentle  sweats  and  the 
care  of  Dr.  Arbuthnot.  The  play  Mr.  Gay  left  suc- 
ceeds very  well ;  it  is  another  original  in  its  kind. 
Adieu.  God  preserve  your  life,  your  health,  your 
limbs,  your  spirits,  and  your  friendships ! 


FROM  THE  DUCHESS  OF  QUEENSBEBRY. 

February  SI.  17S8. 
Sir,-— Soon  after  the  death  of  our  friend  Mr.  Gay,  I 
found  myself  more  inclined  to  write  to  you  than  to 
allow  myself  anv  other  entertainment.  But  con- 
sidering that  might  draw  you  into  a  correspondenee 
that  most  likely  might  be  disagreeable,  I  left  off  all 
thoughts  of  this  kind  till  Mr.  Pope  showed  me  your 
letter  to  him,  which  encourages  me  to  hope  we  may 
converse  together  as  usual;  by  which  advantage  I 
will  not  despair  to  obtain  in  reality  some  of  those 

•  The  EpwUe  on  the  *'  Charsden  of  Women,"  addreeied  to 
Maltha  Blonnt.  In  the  iint  edition  he  mw^etiifd,  "upon  hie 
honour,'  that  no  character  was  taken  from  life. 


good  qualities  you  say  I  Msm  to  have.  I  sm  cob. 
scious  of  only  one,  that  is,  being  an  apt  scholar ;  a&d 
if  I  have  any  good  in  me,  I  certainly  learned  it  in- 
sensibly of  our  poor  friend,  as  childrui  do  any  itiifife 
language.  It  is  not  possible  to  imagine  the  Iga  his 
death  is  to  me ;  but  as  long  as  I  have  any  DODorT, 
the  happiness  of  ever  having  such  a  friend  can  new 
be  lost  to  me. 

As  to  himself,  he  knew  the  worid  too  well  u 
regret  leaving  it ;  and  the  worid  in  general  \at^ 
him  too  little  to  value  him  as  they  ought.  1  think 
it  my  duty  to  my  friend  to  do  him  the  jastice  to 
assure  you  he  had  a  most  perfect  and  sincere  itpid 
for  yon.  I  have  learned  a  good  deal  of  his  vay  c^ 
thinking  on  your  account ;  so  that*  if  at  aaj  ttar 
you  have  any  coounands  in  thia  part  of  the  woiU, 
you  will  do  me  a  pleasure  to  employ  me  u  )»v 
would  him  :  and  I  shall  wiah  it  could  ever  be  is  b) 
power  to  serve  you  in  anything  essential.  The  ^vkt 
of  Queensberry  meant  to  write,  if  I  had  Dot,«x- 
earning  your  money  affitir.  We  both  thought  of  d 
as  soon  as  we  could  of  anything;  and  if  jov  vm 
only  write  word  what  you  would  have  done  vnk 
your  money,  great  care  ahall  be  taken  aocordisf  ^9 
your  order.  I  differ  with  you  extremely,  that  j«i 
are  in  any  likelihood  of  dying  poor  or  fiieBdloi; 
the  world  can  never  grow  so  worthless.  I  a^ 
differ  with  you  that  it  is  possible  to  oomibit  onneif 
for  the  loss  of  friends  as  one  doca  upon  the  kw  of 
money.  I  think  I  could  live  on  very  little,  nor  thisl 
myaeU'  poor  or  be  thought  so ;  but  a  little  fnat^ka:^ 
could  never  satisfy  me»  and  I  could  never  expect  t^ 
find  such  another  support  as  my  poor  friccHi  U 
almost  everything  but  friends,  another  of  the  eiat 
name  may  do  as  well*  but  friend  is  more  tku  > 
name  if  it  be  anything. 

Your  letter  touched  me  extremely ;  it  gaTe  w  s 
melancholy  pleasure.  I  felt  much  mors  than  ;oo 
wrote,  and  more  than  I  hope  you  will  contiute  f 
feel.  As  you  can  give  Mr.  Pope  good  advice,  pn? 
practise  it  yourself.  As  you  cannot  lengthfn  jov 
friend's  days*  I  must  beg  you  in  your  own  w^ 
not  to  shorten  your  own :  for  I  do  full  well  know  b} 
experience  that  health  and  happiness  depend  « 
good  spirits.  Mr.  Pope  is  better  in  both  this  jcv 
than  I  have  seen  him  a  good  while.  This  jon  ^^ 
believe,  unless  he  haa  told  you  what  he  tells  mc,th3t 
I  am  his  greatest  flatterer.  I  hope  thai  news  hasW. 
reached  you ;  for  nothing  is  more  pleasant  thas  *> 
believe  what  one  wishes.  I  wish  to  be  yonr  frifn^  • 
I  wish  you  to  be  mine ;  I  wish  you  may  not  be  tir^* 
with  this ;  I  wish  to  hear  from  you  soon ;  and  ^^ 
this  in  order  to  be  my  own  flatterer. 

I  will  believe 

I  never  write  my  name. 

I  hope  you  have  no  aversion  to  biotas 
Since  I  wrote  this,  the  duke  of  Queensberry  bais  m 

tell  you  that  if  you  have  occasion  lor  the  aaos'; 

you  need  only  dnw  upon  him  and  he  will  pay  ^ 

money  to  your  order.     He  will  take  care  to  birr 

the  accotmt  of  interest  settled  and  made  up  to  }^ 

He  will  take  thia  upon  himself,  that  yon  m^}  hi^' 

no  trouble  in  this  affidr. 


FROM  THB  OOUNTESB  OF  KERRY. 

Uxaaw.  Maich4,lJ» 
The  kind  concern  and  friendly  remembrance  of  ts« 
most  esteemed  dean  of  St.  Patrick's  has  rawed  ina* 
a  satis&ction  and  pleasure  that  1  had  almoft  P*^ 
up,  having  been  reaolved  a  good  while  bombl;  t^* 
content  myself  in  a  state  of  indolence  and  adiSt" 
ence ;  and,  if  I  could  avoid  the  pains  of  M'f  t^^* 
mind,  not  to  seek  further  after  those  point*  in  ^^ J 
so  long  and  vainly  pursued  ;  but  you  haw  inta^" 
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fiT  tranqufllity  in  a  manner  I  matt  not  only  foigire 
•lit  pay  my  acknowledgments  for,  since,  at  the  same 
ime  you  make  a  melancholy  representation  of  my 
lUfortanes,  yoa  strike  a  light  for  me  from  another 
uarter  from  whence  to  raise  hope.  I  most  heartily 
ejoaee  in  what  you  tell  me  of  Mr.  Fltsmaurice,  who 
lan  indeed  given  me  an  undeniable  mark  of  taste,  by 
he  nense  be  has  of  the  honour  you  do  him  in  letting 
lim  into  your  society,  from  whence  it  is  impossible 
o  come  without  some  good  influence.    For  my  part, 

grieve  at  the  interval  that  necessity  seems  to  call 
3r  to  interrupt  such  advantage,  and  it  is  my  study 
9  find  an  occasion  indispensable  that  he  may  re- 
am ;*  and  as  I  think  to  be  a  member  of  our  senate* 
louse  is  the  best  way  to  lead  a  young  man  into  the 
rorld,  I  have  been  watching  a  good  while  for  some 
■ap  in  that  body  that  he  might  step  into.  There 
e^ms  now  to  offer  one  on  the  death  of  sir  Ralph 
wore  that  may  not  be  impracticable,  since  it  is  a  very 
mall  borough,  entirely  belonging,  as  I  am  informed, 
D  the  bishop  of  Clogher,  who  I  dare  say  is  above 
t  imposing  of  it  for  court  favour  only,  or  to  the  highest 
•adder;  practices  much  in  fashion  of  late.     Might 

not  then  presume  upon  your  friendship  with  the 
»f9hop  to  recommend  this  young  man  as  an  honest 
•ne  at  present,  and  whom  he  might  devote  to  his 
erf  ice  by  so  great  and  seasonable  an  obligation,  be* 
ide  paying  an  acknowledgment  that  in  gratitude  is 
ue,  although  the  person  were  never  so  well  quali- 
leii  ;  tiins  much  sure  I  may  say  without  censure. 
f  I  have  taken  too  great  liberty  in  recommending 
his  matter  to  you,  forgive  me,  and  impute  it  to  my 
eai  in  endeavouring  to  take  all  opportunities  to  turn 
his  lad  into  the  world,  that  I  may  see  what  figure 
le  will  be  likely  to  make  hereafter.  But  if  I  do  not 
ucreed  in  this  or  any  other  attempt,  I  thank  Pro- 
id  ence  sincerely  I  can  now  boast  I  have  attained 
ihilosophy  enough  to  take  everything  with  patience 
4  it  comes,  by  no  means  thinking  myself  too  good 
r>  be  the  sport  of  higher  powers ;  and  my  Christian 
luty  will  not  permit  me  to  look  for  reasons.  As 
it  tie  wisdom  as  1  have  bought,  I  wish  I  had  bad  it 
ooner  ;  now  it  is  too  late,  la  farce  nt  jtmi^  and  my 
urtain  almost  drawn ;  so  that  if  I  could  I  would  no 
no  re  traffic  with  the  world  upon  my  own  account ; 
riendship  only  is  what  I  still  must  always  value ; 
ours  surely  is  more  than  comes  to  my  share. 

Yon  are  very  good  to  inquire  after  my  eyes ;  they 
re  indeed  well  beyond  my  expectation,  but  are  to 
&e  like  the  miser's  gold,  boarded  up  as  imaginary 
r^asarc  that  one  wants,  at  the  same  time  that  one 
oimesees ;  for  so  much  as  this  letter  I  have  not  taxed 
hem  a  long  time.  I  shall  trith  attention  observe 
11  you  recommend  to  me  in  the  wsy  of  passing  my 
ime,  and  do  daily  see  reason  to  respect  la  bof^ateUe; 
et  are  there  some  places  where  that  is  too  insipid  to 
^  made  any  use  of.  I  have  an  excellent  chaplain 
^a.t  I  employ  in  reading,  and  my  domestic.  Handi- 
raft«  and  gardening  do  the  rest.  As  for  quadrille, 
t  i<(  a  part  of  entertainment  only  for  strangers. 
Vhat  shall  I  say  for  taking  up  so  much  of  your 
ime  t  Forgive,  dear  dean,  your  most  real  and 
i^ithful  humble  servant,  A.  Kerry. 


TO  THE  DUCHESS  OF  QUEGN8BERRY. 

Mareh  SO.  173S. 
»f  ADAM, — I  had  lately  the  honour  of  a  letter  from 
our  ffrace,  which  was  dated  Just  a  month  before  it 
aktne  to  my  hand,  and  the  ten  days  since  I  have  been 
imch  disordered  with  a  giddiness  that  I  have  been 
nu^  subject  to  at  uncertain  times.  This  hindered 
[i<    from  an  acknowledgment  of  the  great  favour  you 

•  It  U  prrramed  ttom  hl«  liaveb. 


have  done  me.    The  greatest  unhappiness  of  my  life 
is  grown  a  comfort  under  the  death  of  my  friend 
[Mr.  Gray], — I  mean  my  banishment  in  this  miserable 
country ;  for  the  distance  I  am  at,  and  the  despair  I 
have  of  ever  seeing  my  friends,  further  than  by  a 
summer's  visit ;  and  this,  so  late  in  my  life,  so  un- 
certain in  my  health,  and  so  embroiled  in  my  little 
aflairs,  may  problably  never  happen ;   so  that  my 
loss  is  not  so  great  as  that  of  his  other  friends,  who 
had  it  always  in  their  power  to  converse  with  him. 
But  I  chiefly  lament  your  grace's  misfortune,  be- 
cause I  greatly  fear,  with  all  the  virtues  and  perfec- 
tions which  can  possibly  acquire  the  highest  venera- 
tion to  a  mortal  creature   from  the  worthiest  of 
humankind,  you  will  never  be    able    to  procure 
another  so  useful,  so  sincere,  so  virtuous,  so  disin- 
terested, so  entertaining,  so  easy,  and  so  humble  a 
friend  as  that  person  whose  death  all  good  men 
lament.     I  turn  to  your  letter,  and  find  your  grace 
has  the  same  thoughts.    Loss  of  friends  has  been 
called  a  tax  upon  life,  and  what  is  worse,  it  is  then 
too  late  to  get  others  if  they  were  to  be  had,  for  the 
younger  ones  are  all  engaged.     I  shall  never  differ 
from  you  in  anything  longer  than  till  you  declare 
your  opinion  ;  because  I  never  knew  you  wrong  in 
anything  except  your  condescending  to  have  any 
regard  for  me ;  and  therefore  all  you  say  upon  the 
subject  of  friendship  I  heartily  allow.     But  I  doubt 
you  are  a  perverter ;  for  sure  I  vras  never  capable  of 
comparing  the  loss  of  friends  with  the  loss  of  money. 
I  think  we  never  lament  the  death  of  a  fnend  upon 
his   own  account,   but  merely  on  account  of  hu 
friends,  or  the  public,  or  both ;  and  his,  for  a  person 
in  private  life,  was  as  great  as  possible.     How  finely 
vou  preach  to  us  who  are  going  out  of  the  world,  to 
keep  our  spirits,  without  informing  us  where  we 
shall  find  materials !    Tet  I  hare  my  flatterers  too, 
who  tell  me  I  am  allowed  to  have  retained  more 
spirits  than  hundreds   of  others  who  are    richer, 
younger,  and  healthier  than  myself;   which,  con- 
sidering a  thousand  mortifications,  added  to   the 
perfect  ill-will  of  every  creature  in  power,  I  take  to 
be  a  high  point  of  merit,  as  well  as  an  implicit  obe- 
dience to  your  grace's  commands.   Neither  are  those 
spirits  (such  as  they  be)  in  the  least  broken  by  the 
honour  of  lying  under  the  same  circumstances  with 
a  certain  great  person  whom  I  shall  not  name,  of 
being  in  disgrace  at  court.     I  will  excuse  your  blots 
upon  paper,  because  they  are  the  only  blots  that  you 
ever  did  or  ever  vrill  make  in  the  whole  course  of 
your  life.     I  am  content  upon  your  petition  to  re- 
ceive the  duke  and  your  grace  for  my  stewards  for 
that  immense  sum ;  and  in  proper  time  I  may  come 
to  thank  you  as  a  king  does  the  commons  for  your 
loyal  benevolence.     In  the  mean  while,  I  humbly 
entreat  your  grace  that  the  money  may  lie  where 
you  please  till  1  presume  to  trouble  you  with  a  bill, 
as  my  lord  duke  allows  me. 

One  thing  I  find,  that  you  are  grown  very  tetchy 
since  I  lost  the  dear  friend  who  was  my  supporter ; 
so  that  perhaps  you  may  expect  I  shall  be  very  care- 
ful how  I  offend  you  in  words,  wherein  you  will  be 
much  mistaken  ;  for  I  shall  become  ten  times  worse 
after  correction.  It  seems  Mr.  Pope,  like  a  trea- 
cherous gentleman,  showed  you  my  letter  wherein  I 
mentioned  good  qualities  that  you  teem  to  have. 
You  have  understroked  that  offensive  word  to  show 
it  should  be  printed  in  itaHc,  What  could  I  say 
more  t  I  never  saw  your  person  since  you  were  a 
a  girl  except  once  in  the  dark  (to  give  you  a  bull  of 
this  countr)')  in  a  walk  next  the  Mall.  Your  letters 
may  poskibly  be  false  copies  of  your  mind  ;  and  the 
universal,  almost  idolatrous  esteem  you  have  forced 
from  every  person  in  two  kingdoms  who  have  the 
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least  regard  for  ▼irtue  may  hare  been  ovly  procured 
by  a  peculiar  art  of  your  own, — I  mean  that  of  bribing 
all  wise  and  good  men  to  be  your  flatterers.  My 
literal  mistakes  are  worse  than  your  blots.  I  am 
subject  to  them  by  a  sort  of  Infirmity  wherein  I  hsTe 
few  fellow-sufferers;  I  mean  that  my  heart  runs 
before  my  pen,  which  it  will  ever  do  in  a  greater 
degree  as  long  as  I  am  a  servant  to  your  grace, — I 
mean  to  the  last  hour  of  my  life  and  senses.  I  am, 
with  the  greatest  respect  and  utmost  gratitude, 
madam,  your  grace*s  most  obedient,  most  obliged, 
and  most  humble  senrant,  Jonathan  Swift. 

I  desire  to  present  my  most  humble  respects  and 
thanks  to  my  lord  duke  of  Queensberry.  For  a 
man  of  my  level  I  have  as  bad  a  name  almost  as 
I  desire ;  and  I  pray  God  that  those  who  give  it 
me  may  never  have  reason  to  give  me  a  better. 


FROM  LORD  CARTERET. 

Mareh  S4.  1733. 
SiE, — I  had  the  favour  of  your  letter  of  the  19th  of 
February.  A  gentleman  left  it  at  my  door.  I  have 
not  heard  from  him  since,  though  he  said  he  would 
call  again,  and  who  he  is  I  do  not  know.  I  showed 
it  tu  my  wife  and  lady  Worsley  [his  mother-in-law], 
who  will  not  fail  to  obey  your  commands,  and  tease 
me  if  I  could  be  forgetful  of  your  orders  to  attend 
the  cause  of  the  city  of  Dublin  when  it  comes  into 
the  house.  I  know  by  experience  how  much  that 
city  thinks  itself  under  your  protection,  and  how 
strictly  they  used  to  obey  all  orders  fulminated  from 
the  sovereignty  of  St.  Patrick's.  I  never  doubted 
their  compliance  with  you  in  so  tiivial  a  point  as  a 
recorder.*  You  can  give  any  one  law  and  capacity 
in  half  an  hour  ;  and  if  by  chance  a  rake  should  get 
those  faculties  any  other  way,  you  can  make  the 
worthy  citizens  believe  he  has  them  not ;  and  you 
can  sustain  any  machine  in  a  furred  gown. 

I  thank  you  for  the  letter  by  Mr.  Pilkington.  I 
have  seen  him  twice  at  a  great  entertainment  at  my 
lord-mayor's,  where  you  were  the  first  toast.  I  like 
the  young  man  very  well,  and  he  has  great  obliga- 
tions to  you,  of  which  he  seems  sensible. 

I  hope  Dr.  Delany  is  well,  and  that  you  see  one 
another  often,  and  then  the  doctor  won't  have  lei- 
sure to  pursue  his  dissertations'^  or  to  answer  the 
reverend  prelate  <^  on  your  side,  who  I  hear  has 
answered  him.  As  I  have  not  read  the  dissertations, 
so  I  shall  not  read  the  answer  ;  which,  I  hope,  with- 
out  offence,  I  may  supposed  be  your  case.  If  so,  I 
hope  you  will  endeavour  to  keep  me  well  with  the 
doctor,  who  took  it  a  little  unkindly  of  me  that  I 
would  shut  my  eyes  to  such  revelation  so  demon- 
strated. I  have  a  great  esteem  for  him,  to  which 
nothing  that  he  can  write  upon  those  subjects  can 
make  any  addition,  and  therefore  I  would  run  no 
risk  as  to  altering  my  opinion  of  him  by  reading  his 
books. 

That  health  and  prosperity  may  attend  you  is  my 
sincere  wish,  and  I  entreat  you  to  believe  that  1  am, 
with  great  truth,  sir,  your  most  humble  and  obedient 
servant. 

The  whole  family  of  my  ladies  send  their  compli- 
ments. 


TO  DR.  SHERIDAN. 

Dublin.  Match  t7. 1733. 
I  RECEIVED  your  letter  with  some  pleasure  and  a 
good  deal  of  concern.     The  condition  you  are  in 

•  Mr.  ntanard  was  about  this  timv  chosen  recorder  for  the  city 
of  Dublin,  chiefly  at  the  recommendation  of  Dr.  Swift. 

*•  "  Revelation  examined  with  Candunr." 

•  Dr.  Robert  Clayton^  biphop  of  Killala,  January  83.  17S9. 


requires  the  greatest  haste  hither,  althoqgh  jov 
school  did  not ;  and  when  you  arrive  I  will  force  Dr. 
Helsham  to  see  and  direct  you:  your  scheme  b( 
riding  and  country  air  you  find  hath  not  ansvereii, 
and  therefore  you  have  nothing  to  trust  to  but  tb« 
assistance  of  a  friendly,  skilful  doctor.  For  whetb^ 
they  can  do  any  good  or  not,  it  is  all  we  have  iior  i:; 
and  you  cannot  afford  to  die  at  present,  because  the 
public  and  all  yotir  family  have  occasion  for  you. 
Besides,  I  do  not  like  the  place  you  arc  in,  tma 
your  account,  since  you  say  people  are  dyin^  tlrfrt 
so  fast.  You  cannot  afford  to  lose  daily  blood ;  bu! 
I  suppose  you  are  no  more  regular  than  you  biTc 
been  in  your  whole  life.  I  like  the  article  very  mvieh 
which  you  propose  in  your  will,  and  if  that  ttkus 
place  forty  years  hence,  and  God  for  the  sins  of  omi 
should  continue  that  life  so  long,  I  would  have  it  be 
still  inserted,  imless  you  could  make  it  a  lioif 
sharper.  I  own  you  have  too  much  reason  to  ceo. 
plain  of  some  friends  who,  next  to  yourself,  b&T? 
done  you  most  hurt,  whom  still  I  esteem  and  h- 
quenty  though  I  confess  I  cannot  heartily  iorp^t. 
Yet  certainly  the  case  was  not  merely  peiviui 
malice  to  you  (although  it  had  the  same  effect),  bu 
a  kind  of  know-not-what  job,  which  one  of  tVo 
hath  of^en  heartily  repented :  howerer,  it  came  to  be 
patched  up.  1  am  confident  your  collection  of  k« 
mott  and  eontea  d  rif  will  be  much  the  best  eitu* : 
but  you  are  apt  to  be  terribly  sanguine  about  u; 
profits  of  publishing ;  however,  it  shall  have  all  tU 
pushing  1  can  give.  I  have  been  much  oat  «'' 
order  with  a  spice  of  my  giddiness,  which  be$t3 
before  you  left  us ;  I  am  better  of  late  days,  but  mt 
right  yet,  though  I  take  daily  drops  and  bitters.  1 
must  do  the  best  I  can,  but  shall  never  more  be  i 
night-walker.  You  hear  they  ha%*e  in  EsgUad 
passed  the  excise  on  tobacco,  and  by  their  Totr« 
it  appears  they  intend  it  on  more  articles.  And 
care  is  taken  by  some  special  friends  here  to  have  it 
the  same  way  here.  We  are  slaves  already.  And  frca 
my  youth  upward  the  great  wise  men  whom  I  used  to 
be  among  taught  me  that  a  general  excise  (vhicii 
they  now  by  degrees  intend)  is  the  most  direct  and 
infallible  way  to  slavery.  Pray  G- —  send  it  thea 
in  his  justice,  for  they  well  deserve  it.  AU  70V 
friends  and  the  town  are  just  as  you  left  it.  I  hum- 
drum it  on,  either  on  horseback,  or  dining  txA 
sitting  the  evening  at  home,  endeavouring  to  write, 
but  write  nothing,  merely  out  of  indolence  and  vui 
of  spirits.  No  soul  has  broke  his  neck,  or  is  lasipA, 
or  married  ;  only  Cancerina*  is  dead,  and  1  let  bf? 
go  to  her  grave  without  a  coffin  and  without  U^ 
So  I  am  going  to  take  my  evening  walk  after  five, 
having  not  been  out  of  doors  yet.  I  wish  yoa  veil 
and  siie  at  home  ;  pray  call  on  me  on  8undsy  ni^t. 
1  am  yours. 

F.S.  I  believe  there  are  a  himdred  literal  blamltn. 
but  1  cannot  stay  to  mend  them. — So  pick  a»  ;u« 
are  able. 

1  am  not  90  frank  a  writer  as  you. 


FROM  LORD  BATHUSST. 

Cirenoeater.  Maich  ff.  I7& 
Mt  most  dear  Dbah, — I  am  indebted  to  yoafcr 
several  scraps  of  paper  which  you  have  sent  me ;  M 
I  waited  to  receive  a  letter  from  you,  and  then  irouid 
have  returned  you  an  answer  as  well  as  1  coold.  1 
obeyed  your  commands  signified  mjour  pamlUem; 
I  attended  your  cause ;  your  client  happened  to  be 

•  One  of  thoae  poor  people  to  whom  the  dean  nsted  tp  r^' 
mouev  when  he  met  them  in  hia  watka ;  aoae  of  tkca^  ke 
named  tliui,  partly  for  diftinction  and  partly  for  hamoox :  (» 
ccrina,  Stompanympa.  PuHaguwna,  FriteiflU,  Floia.  ^u*' 
phantha. 
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in  the  right,  and  we  are  not  a  little  in  the  wrong 
that  we  ga?e  no  cofti.  I  should  have  moved  for 
them,  but  I  had  dittinguithed  myself  in  pressing 
lords  to  attend,  and  told  so  many  that  I  had  your 
commands  so  to  do,  that  I  did  not  think  it  proper  to 
take  that  part  upon  me,  and  nobody  else  would  do 
it;  therefore  give  me  leave  to  tell  you  that  you  are 
bound  in  conscience  to  pay  that  poor  man  100/.  He 
would  certainly  have  had  that  sum  if  you  had  not 
interposed  in  that  peremptory  manner. 

Ai  to  your  last  orders  in  relation  to  the  Dublin 
cause,  I  take  it  for  granted  you  are  in  the  wrong. 
All  corporations  of  men  are  perpetually  doing  in- 
justice to  individuals.  I  will  attend  it,  but  am  as 
much  prejudiced  against  them  as  it  is  possible, 
though  1  know  nothing  of  the  man  nor  the  matter 
in  question.  I  have  often  reflected  (from  what  cause 
it  arises  I  know  not),  that  though  the  majority  of  a 
society  are  honest  men,  and  would  act  separately 
with  some  humanity,  and  according  to  the  rules  of 
morality,  yet,  conjunctively,  they  are  hard-hearted, 
determined  villains.  I  know  physicians  who,  if  you 
take  them  out  of  their  practice,  are  very  good  sort  of 
matk ;  but  was  there  ever  in  the  world  a  consultation 
of  them  that  tended  to  anything  else  than  robbery 
and  murder  1  Do  the  body  of  lawyers  think  of  any- 
thing  else  but  to  plunder  and  destroy  the  rest  of 
mankind  1  In  short,  there  is  no  corporation  to  be 
excepted  out  of  this  general  rule  but  the  two  houses 
of  parliament,  and  tdl  assemblies  of  divines,  where- 
soever dispersed  over  the  Christian  world.  So  much 
for  the  Dublin  cause. 

Now  I  must  tell  you  I  want  exceedingly  to  see 
jou  here,  and  I  would  have  you  come  just  about 
midsummer.  If  you  come  a  moment  before  that 
time  you  will  find  the  parliament  sitting,  all  in  a 
flame  about  excises;  and  go  into  what  company 
you  will  you  can  hear  of  nothing  else.  I  reckon  by 
that  time  we  shall  separate,  and  then  I  come  down 
to  this  place  enfamUU  (where  I  am  now  only  a  so- 
journer for  three  days),  and  you  shall  be  better  ac- 
rommodatRd  than  you  were  last  time  you  were  here. 
I  can  assure  you  I  have  made  great  alterations ;  and 
to  speak  modestly,  I  think  I  may  say  it  is  by  much 
the  finest  place  in  England.  What  Ireland  may 
produce  I  cannot  tell.  Pope  has  promised  to  come 
down ;  and  it  is  time  for  him  to  retire,  for  he  has 
made  the  town  too  hot  to  hold  him. 

Poor  John  Gay  !  we  sh^ll  see  him  no  more,  but 
be  will  always  be  remembered  by  those  who  knew 
fiim  with  a  tender  concern.  I  want  to  know  how 
you  do  and  what  you  are  doing.  I  suspect  you  are 
(rowing  very  idle,  for  I  have  not  heard  of  any  pro- 
iiuction  from  that  fertile  brain  of  yours  a  great  while. 
\nd  besidee,  the  greatest  mark  of  idleness  that  I 
(now  is  the  minding  of  other  people's  business. 
Yon  that  used  to  be  employed  in  supporting  or  puli- 
ng down  ministers,  in  instructing  or  diverting  man- 
lind,  in  inflaming  kingdoms,  or  pacifying  contend- 
Jiff  partiea,  now  seem  to  be  dwindled  into  an  Irish 
olicitor.  I  expect  to  see  you  in  a  dirty  brown  coat, 
vith  a  little  green  bag  under  your  arm.  However, 
ei  me  see  }ou.  If  I  cannot  laugh  with  you,  as  I 
Mod  to  do,  I  will  laugh  at  you,  for  I  am  resolved  to 
augh  as  long  as  I  Uve.  So,  my  dear  little  petti- 
9gger,  adieu. 

FROM  MR.  FOPE. 

April  S.  173S. 
fou  say  truly  that  death  is  only  terrible  to  us  as  it 
rparatea  ns  from  those  we  love ;  but  I  really  think 
[tone  hare  the  worst  of  it  who  are  left  by  us,  if  we 
re  true  friends.  I  have  felt  more  (I  fancy)  in  the 
3S9  of  Mr.  (Hy  than  I  shall  suffer  in  the  thought  of 


going  away  myself  into  a  state  that  can  feel  none  of 
this  sort  of  losses.     I  vrished  vehemently  to  have 
seen  him  in  a  condition  of  living  independent,  and 
to  have  lived  in  perfect  indolence  the  rest  of  our  days 
together,  the  two  most  idle,  most  innocent,  unde- 
signing  poets  of  our  age.     I  now  as  vehemently  wish 
you  and  I  might  walk  into  the  grave  together,  by  as 
slow  steps  as  you  please,  but  contentedly  and  cheers 
fully :  whether  that  ever  can  be,  or  in  what  country, 
I  know  no  more  than  into  what  country  we  shidl 
walk  out  of  the  grave.    But  it  suffices  me  to  know 
it  will  be  exactly  what  region  or  state  our  Maker 
appoints,  and  that  whatever  is  is  right.     Our  poor 
friend's  papers  are  partly  in  my  hands,  and,  for  as 
much  as  is  so,  I  will  take  care  to  suppress  things  un- 
worthy of  him.     As  to  the  epitaph,  I  am  sorry  you 
gave  a  copy,  for  it  will  certainly  by  that  means  come 
into  print,  and  I  would  correct  it  more  unless  you 
will  do  it  for  me,  and  that  I  shall  like  as  well.  Upon 
the  whole,  I  earnestly  wish  your  coming  over  hither, 
for  this  reason  among  many  others,  that  your  in- 
fluence may  be  joined  with  mine  to  ^suppress  what- 
ever we  may  judge  proper  of  his  papers.     To  be 
plunged  in  my  neighbours*  and  my  papers  will  be 
your  inevitable  fate  as  soon  as  you  come.     That  I 
am  an  author  whose  characters  are  thought  of  some 
weight  appears  from  the  great  noise  and  bustle  that 
the  court  and  town  make  about  any  I  give,  and  I 
will  not  render  them  less  important  or  less  interest- 
ing by  sparing  vice  or  folly  or  by  betraying  the  cause 
I  of  truth  and  \irtue.     I  will  take  care  they  shall  be 
such  as  no  man  can  be  angry  at  but  the  persons  I 
would  have  angry.     Tou  are  sensible  with  what  de- 
cency  and  Justice  I  paid  homage  to  the  royal  family 
at  the  same  time  that  1  satirized  false  courtiers  and 
spies,  &c.,  about   them.     I  have  not  the  courage, 
however,  to  be  such  a  satirist  as  you,  hut  I  would 
be  as  much,  or  more,  a  philosopher.     You  call  your 
satires  libels  ;  I  would  rather  call  my  satires  epistles: 
they  will  consist  more  of  rooralitv  than  of  wit,  and 
grow  graver,  which  you  will  call  duller.    I  shall  leave 
it  to  my  antagonists  to  be  witty  (if  they  can),  and 
content  myself  to  be  useful  and  in  the  right.     Tell 
roe  your  opinion  as  to  lady  Mary  Wortley's  or  lord 
Harvev's  performance:  they  are  certainly  the  top 
wits  of  the  court,  and  you  may  Judge  by  that  single 
piece  what  can  be  done  against  me ;  for  it  was  la- 
boured, corrected,  precommended,  and  post-disap- 
proved, so  as  to  be  disowned  by  themselves,  after 
each  had  highly  cried  it  up  for  the  other's.     I  have 
met  with  some  complaints,*  and  heard  at  a  distance 
of  some  threats  occasioned  by  my  verses :  I  sent  fair 
messages  to  acquaint  them  where  I  was  to  be  found 
in  town,  and  to  offer  to  call  at  their  houses  to  satisfy 
them,  and  so  it  dropped.     It  is  very  poor  in  any  one 
to  rail  and  threaten  at  a  distance  and  have  nothing 
to  say  to  you  when  they  see  you.     I  am  glad  you 
persist  and  abide  by  so  good  a  thing  as  that  poem,^ 
in  which  I  am  immortal  for  my  morality ;  I  never 
took  any  praise  so  kindly,  and  yet  I  think  I  deserve 
that  praise  better  than  1  do  any  other.     When  does 
your  collection  come  out,  and  what  will  it  consist  of  1 
1  have  but  last  week  finished  another  of  my  epistles, 
in  the  order  of  the  system ;  and  this  week  fexerd- 
tandi  gratia)  I  have  translated  (or  rather  parodied) 
another  of  Horace's,  in  which  I  introduce  you  ad- 
vising me   about  my  expenses,  housekeeping,  &c. 
But  these  things  shall  lie  by  till  you  come  to  carp  at 
them,  and  alter  rhymes,  and  grammar,  and  triplets, 
and  cacophonies  of  all  kinds.     Our  parliament  will 
sit  till  midsummer,  which  I  hope  may  be  a  motive 

*  At  this  lime  there  was  a  gntA  oatery  among  all  the  oourtiefs 
against  the  koennrss  of  this  satire. 
^  The  ironical  Ubel  oa  Dr.  Drlaay. 
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to  bring  you  rather  in  tummer  than  so  late  aa  au- 
tumn: you  used  to  love  what  I  hate,  a  hurry  of 
polities,  &c.  Courts  I  see  not,  courtiers  I  know  not, 
kings  I  adore  not,  queens  I  compliment  not ;  so  I 
am  never  likely  to  be  in  fashion  nor  in  dependence. 
I  heartily  Join  with  you  in  pitying  our  poor  lady  [the 
duchess  of  Queensberry]  for  her  unhappiness,  and 
should  only  pity  her  more  if  she  had  more  of  what 
they  at  court  call  happiness.  Come  then,  and  per- 
haps we  may  go  all  together  into  France  at  the  end 
of  the  season,  and  compare  the  liberties  of  both 
kingdoms.  Adieu.  Believe  me,  dear  sir  (with  a 
thousand  warm  wishes,  mixed  with  short  sighs), 
ever  yours. 


FROM  LORD  AND  LADY  MASHAM. 

London,  April  7,  1733. 
Sir,— I  hope  you  will  excuse  me  that  1  have  not 
answered  your  letter  sooner ;  but  I  shall  not  be  back- 
ward in  obeying  your  commands,  by  attending  the 
cause  you  mention  when  it  comes  into  the  house. 
I  shall  not  fail  speaking  to  those  few  lords  I  can  be 
so  free  with  to  attend  also ;  snd  shall  rejoice  if  it 
should  be  determined  to  your  satisfaction;  and  I 
have  good  reason  to  believe  it  will,  being  fully  con- 
vinced that  you  can  interest  yourself  in  nothing  but 
where  Justice  is  uppermost.  We  have  long  flattered 
ourselves  with  the  hopes  of  having  your  good  com- 
pany here.  I  am  sure  there  is  no  family  in  this 
kingdom  wishes  to  see  you  more  than  that  of  the 
Mashams,  who  will  always  have  you  in  remembrance 
for  your  health  and  welfare.  I  doubt  not  but  you 
hear  from  better  hands  the  state  of  our  affiiirs  in  re- 
lation to  the  excising  tobacco  and  wine,  therefore 
shall  not  trouble  you  upon  that  subject,  and  shall 
only  desire  your  further  commands  wherein  I  am 
capable  to  serve  you,  assuring  you  that  1  am,  with 
great  esteem  and  faith,  sir,  your  most  faithful  and 
humble  servant,  Masham. 

FOSTSCBIFT  BT  LADY   MASHAM. 

Sir, — ^There  are  few  things  in  life  would  give  me 
more  joy  than  to  see  you  again  in  this  part  of  the 
world.  Let  your  friends  have  that  pleasure,  for  in 
doing  it  you  will  oblige  a  vast  number  of  people,  but 
nobody  more,  my  dear  Mr.  Dean,  than  your  affec 
donate  humble  servant,  A.  Masham. 


FROM  THE  DUCHESS  OP  QUEENSBERRY. 

April  IS.  1733. 
Dear  Sir, — I  received  yours  of  the  23rd  of  March. 
Perpetual  pains  in  my  head  have  hindered  me  from 
writing  till  this  moment,  so  you  see  you  are  not  the 
only  person  that  way  tormented.  I  dare  believe 
there  as  many  bad  heads  in  England  as  in  Ireland  ; 
I  am  sure  none  worse  than  my  own ;  that  I  am  made 
for  pain  and  pain  for  me  ;  for  of  late  we  have  been 
inseparable.  It  is  a  most  dispiriting  distemper. 
And  bring  on  pain  of  mind,  whether  real  or  imagi- 
nary, it  is  all  one. 

While  I  had  that  very  sincere  good  friend,  I  could 
sometimes  lay  open  all  my  rambling  thoughts,  and 
he  and  I  would  often  view  and  dissect  them ;  but 
now  they  come  and  go,  and  I  seldom  find  out  whe- 
ther they  be  right  or  wrong,  or  if  there  be  anything 
in  them.  Poor  man !  he  was  most  truly  everything 
you  could  sav  of  him.  I  have  lost  in  him  the  use- 
fullest  limb  of  my  mind.  This  is  an  odd  expression, 
but  I  cannot  explain  my  notion  otherwise. 

I  deny  that  I  am  tetchy ;  yet  am  going  to  seem  so 
again,  by  assuring  you  my  letters  are  never  false 
copies  of  my  mind.     They  are  often,  1  believe,  im- 


perfect  ones  of  an  imperfect  mind  (which,  however. 
to  do  it  justice,  often  directs  me  better  than  1  irti 
Though  I  will  not  take  upon  me  to  declare  my  w 
of  thinking  to  be  eternally  the  same,  yet  iirbst««v 
I  write  is  at  that  instant  true.  1  would  rather  tell 
a  lie  than  write  it  down,  for  words  are  wind^  h  ■ 
said,  but  the  making  a  memorandum  of  one'i  ova 
false  heart  would  stare  one  in  the  £ue  immcdiiteh. 
and  should  put  one  out  of  countenance.  Now,  u » 
proof  of  my  unsettled  way  of  thinking  snd  oif  nt 
sincerity,  I  shall  tell  you  that  I  am  not  so  moch  a. 
the  wrong  as  you  observed  I  was  in  my  last,  for  sii 
regard  to  you  is  lessened  extremely  since  1  obserrri 
you  are  just  like  most  other  people,  vis.,  disobligf^ 
at  trifles,  and  obliged  at  nothiDgs ;  for  what  eUr  c^ 
bare  words  1  Therefore,  prsy  never  believe  1  irak 
to  serve  you  till  you  have  tried  me  ;  till  then  p» 
testations  are  bribes,  by  which  I  may  only  neu  t* 
gain  the  friendship  of  a  valuable  man,  and  tber^ 
ought  to  be  suspected.  I  seldom  make  any  for  um 
reason,  so  that,  if  1  have  the  peculiar  happism  ^ 
have  any  wise  and  good  people  my  flatteren,  Qd 
knovrs  how  I  came  by  it ;  but  sure  nothing  caa  e^ 
such  glory  except  that  of  having  the  silly  and  hd 
people  my  enemies. 

Here  1  think  we  agree.  Tou  declare  that  no  vaA 
can  depress  your  spirits ;  and  if  our  constitutions  ir 
alike,  I  will  not  only  preach  up  good  spirits,  but  fsfy 
scribe  the  materials  that  have  ever  agreed  with  r*. 
If  anybody  has  done  me  an  injury  they  hsrr  h^s* 
themselves  more  than  me.  If  they  give  me  n  ii> 
name  (unless  they  have  my  help),  I  shall  not  detenc 
il.  If  fools  shun  my  company,  it  is  because  I  sa  i  ^ 
like  them ;  if  people  make  me  angry,  they  ooIt  nt9 
my  spirits  ;  snd  if  they  wish  me  ill,  I  will  be  veil 
and  handsome,  wise  and  happy,  and  everything  n- 
cept  a  day  younger  than  I  am,  and  that  »  a  fuir^  I 
never  yet  saw  becoming  to  man  or  womsn,  «o  s 
cannot  excite  my  envy.  Here  1  have  betrsjed  t^ 
you  the  devilishness  of  my  temper  ;  but  1  dedarr  v> 
you  nothing  ever  enlivened  me  half  so  moeb  u  o- 
just  ill  usage,  either  directed  to  myself  or  to  a? 
friends.  The  veiy  reverse  happens  to  me  when  1  ib 
too  well  spoken  of,  for  I  sm  sorry  to  find  I  do  act 
deserve  it  all.  This  humbles  me  as  much  too  mw\ 
as  the  other  exalts ;  so  I  hope  yoo  will  not  be  toe 
civil,  since  I  have  declared  the  consequence. 

I  am  in  great  hopes  you  vrill  make  us  a  visit  Um 
summer,  for  though  I  have  a  sensible  satis^Mrtioo  ^ 
conversing  with  you  in  this  way,  yet  I  love  mietiaiy 
to  look  in  the  person's  face  I  am  speaking  to.  B* 
that  one  soon  learns  to  stop  when  it  is  wished,  or  i' 
mend  what  is  said  amiss. 

Your  stewards  will  take  great  care  of  your  moa^?: 
but  you  must  first  direct  us  to  your  friend  Mr.  Lom- 
ceiott  (ill  spelt  to  be  sure),  and  order  him  to  gi^  c? 
Mr.  Gay's  note,  on  his  sister's  paying  the  moner  U 
his  grace,  who  will  give  him  his  note  for  the  mose^* 
or  send  it  to  you  as  you  order.  And  as  to  what  o- 
terest  is  due  to  you,  I  suppose  you  have  kept  taea 
account. 

By  this  time  you  must  be  too  much  tired  to  beir 
reading  one  word  more,  therefore  I  will  m*kf  ^^ 
excuses.  Pray  employ  me,  for  I  want  to  be  crrtai: 
whether  I  know  my  own  mind  or  not;  fersomftbts: 
or  other  often  telb  me  that  I  should  be  very  \a^ 
to  be  of  any  use  to  you.  Whether  it  be  true  or  61*. 
neither  you  or  I  can  be  positive  till  an  opportua-tT 
shows  ;  but  I  do  reallv  think  that  I  am,  dear  a'. 
most  sincerely  yours,  Ac. 
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PROM  CHARLES  FORD.  BSQ. 

Landoo.  April  14. 178S. 
I  AX  entremely  oonoemed  to  heu*  the  bad  state  of 
l«ur  health.  I  have  often  wiahed  that  you  would  be 
Here  moderate  in  your  walka,  for  though  riding  haa 
ilwtyi  been  allowed  to  be  good  for  a  giddy  head,  I 
lever  heard  walking  preecribed  for  a  etrain  or  any 
uhnent  in  the  leg;  and  the  violent  eweata  you  put 
roonelf  into  are  apt  to  give  colds,  and  I  doubt  oo- 
:aitoD  much  of  your  other  disorder.  I  am  eonfident 
rou  would  find  yourself  better  here,  and  even  the 
oamey  would  be  of  great  use  to  von.  1  was  vastly 
)leMed  tA  hear  my  lord^mayor  talk  of  the  delight  he 
ibould  have  in  seeing  you  this  year,  that  he  might 
ihow  you  a  ereature  of  your  own  msiking.  He  has 
wbaved  himself  so  well  in  his  public  capacity  that, 
vhether  it  be  his  humility  or  his  pride,  he  deserves 
o  be  gratified. 

1  eould  heartily  wish  your  other  oomphdnts  were 
it  much  without  foundation  as  that  of  having  loet 
ttlf  your  memory  and  all  your  invention.  I  wiU 
wnture  to  pronounce  you  have  more  left  of  the  flnt 
han  most  men,  and  cf  the  last  than  any  man  now 
iliv«.  While  the  excises  were  depending,  you  were 
!xp<^rd  every  day ;  for  it  vras  said,  Why  should  he 
lot  show  as  much  regard  for  the  liberty  of  England 
a  be  did  for  the  money  of  Ireland  1  I  wish  yon  had 
mh  here,  though  the  allkir  in  my  opinion  is  happily 
»ded.  Many  people  were  offended  that  the  bills 
nn  dropped  and  not  rejected,  and  the  authors  of 
he  tcheme  left  unpunished.  It  was  absolutely  im- 
Mttibleto  have  carried  it  otherwise.  You  have  heard 
ir  Robert  Walpole  and  one  or  two  more  coming 
lut  of  the  house  were  insulted.  A  few  of  that  rabble 
life  been  seised  vrith  the  ringleader,  who  proves 
0  be  a  Norfolk  man ;  no  enemy  to  excises,  but  an 
«tire  dependant  upon  the  outraged  person.  Though 
he  rejoicings  were  as  great  and  as  universal  as  ever 
rere  known,  there  was  no  violence  except  the  break- 
n^  a  rery  few  vrindows,  whose  owners  had  shown  an 
mtimely  thrift  of  their  candles.  1  foretold  Henley 
rhat  his  joking  would  come  to ;  but  the  mavor  of 
loothampton  immediately  printed  his  real  letter, 
rhich  was  short  and  extremely  proper.  His  designed 
'pponent  at  the  next  election,  having  voted  for  the 
iciw,  will  not  dare  to  show  himself  in  the  corpora- 
Ion;  and  Henley  after  the  division  thanked  him 

»  having  by  that  vote  bestowed  him  ISOOI.  *        * 

•        •        « 

t  have  great  hopes  this  fine  mild  weather  vrill  set 
on  right,  and  long  to  hear  you  are  preparing  for  your 
mmey.     I  am  most  entirely  your  grateful,  &c. 


FROM  lADY  BBTTY  OBRlfAIN. 

May!.  ITSS. 

fiiiocLD  have  answered  yours  of  the  22Dd  of  March 
^ngago,  but  that  I  have  had  some  troubles  and 
ights;  and  the  uneasiness  I  was  under  made  me 
egiect  what  at  another  time  would  have  been  agree- 
)ie  to  myself.  Mis.  Chamber's  younger  sister  having 
id  the  small-pox ;  but  now  perfectly  well,  though 
le  hu  hitherto  been  a  very  puny,  sickly  girl.  Mrs. 
ioyd  too  has  been  excessively  bad  with  her  winter- 
»ugh  and  dispiritedness ;  but  country  air  1  think 
M  a  little  revived  her. 

His  grace  of  Dorset  bids  me  present  his  humble 
«rvice  to  yon,  and  says  the  rectory  of  Churchtown 

u  Mr.  Stafford  Lightbume's  service.  As  to  the 
tuntcas  of  Suffolk's  alfidr  in  dispute,  I  cannot  pos- 
bly  (according  to  your  own  just  rule)  be  angry,  be- 
luse  1  am  in  Uie  right.  It  is  you  ought  to  be  angry 
id  never  forgive  her,  because  you  have  been  so 
och  in  the  wrong  at  to  condemn  her  vrithout  the 


show  of  justice,  and  I  wish  with  all  mv  heart,  as  a 
I  judgment  upon  you,  that  you  had  seen  her,  as  I  did, 
when  the  news  of  your  friend's  fGay*s]  death  came ; 
for  though  you  are  a  proud  parson,  yet  (give  you, 
devil,  your  due)  you  are  a  sincere,  good-natured, 
honest  one.  I  am  extremely  Mrs.  Kelly's  humble 
servant ;  but  I  will  never  believe  she  is  more  valued 
for  her  beauty  and  good  qualltiee  in  Ireland  than  ahe 
was  in  England.  The  excise  you  mention  has  caused 
great  changes  here.  Some  that  I  am  sorry  for; 
though  I  will  not  enter  into  the  merits  of  the  cause, 
because  of  my  aversion  to  politics.  But  if  you  did  dis- 
like it,  why  did  you  bestow  such  a  costly  funeral  upon 
it  as  to  bum  its  bones  on  a  sumptuous  pile  like  a 
Roman  emperor  1 

Adieu,  my  ever  honoured  old  friend ;  and  do  not 
let  me  see  any  more  respects  or  ladyahips  from  you. 


TO  ME.  POPE. 

Dublin.  May  1.  17SS. 
I  ANSWER  your  letter  the  sooner  because  I  have  a 
particular  reason  for  doing  so.    Some  weeks  ago 
came  over  a  poem  called,  **  The  Life  and  Character 
of  Dr.  Swift,  written  by  himself."     It  was  reprinted 
here,  and  is  dedicated  to  you.     It  is  grounded  upon 
a  maxim  in  Rochefoucault.  and  the  dedication,  after  a 
formal  story,  says  that  my  manner  of  writing  is  to 
be  found  in  every  line.     I  believe  I  have  told  you 
that  I  wrote  a  year  or  two  ago  near  five  hundred 
lines  upon  tlie  same  maxim  in  Rochefoucault,  and 
was  a  long  time  about  it,  as  that  impostor  says  in  his 
dedication,  with  many  circumstances  all  pure  inven- 
tion.    I  desire  you  to  believe  and  to  tell  my  friends 
that  in  this  spurious  piece  there  is  not  a  single  line, 
or  bit  of  a  line,  or  thought,  any  way  resembling  the 
genuine  copy,  any  more  than  it  does  Virgil's  **^neis," 
for  I  never  gave  a  copy  of  mine,  nor  lent  it  out  of 
my  sight.    And  although  I  showed  it  to  all  com- 
mon acquaintance  indifferently,  and  some  of  them 
(especiaUv  one  or  two  females)  had  got  many  lines 
by  heart,  here  and  there,  and  repeat^  them  often  ; 
yet  it  happens  that  not  one  single  line  or  thought  is 
containea  in  this  Imposture,  although  it  appears  that 
they  who  counterfeited  me  had  heard  of  the  true 
one.  But  even  this  trick  shall  not  provoke  me  to  print 
the  true  one,  which  indeed  is  not  proper  to  be  seen 
till  I  can  be  seen  no  more ;  I  therefore  desire  you 
will  undeceive  my  friends,  and  I  will  order  an  adver- 
tisement to  be  printed  here,  and  transmit  it  to  Eng- 
land, that  everybody  may  know  the  delusion,  and 
acquit  me,  as  I  am  sure  you  must  have  done  yourself 
if  you  have  read  any  part  of  it,  which  is  mean  and 
trivial,  and  full  of  that  cant  that  I  most  despise ;  I 
would  sink  to  be  a  vicar  in  Norfolk  rather  than  be 
charged  with  such  a  performance.     Now  I  come  to 
your  letter. 

When  I  was  uf  your  age  I  thought  every  day  of 
death,  but  now  every  minute  ;  and  a  continual  giddy 
disorder,  more  or  less,  is  a  greater  addition  than  that 
of  my  years.  I  cannot  affirm  that  I  pity  our  friend 
Gav,  but  I  pity  his  friends ;  I  pity  you,  and  would 
at  least  equally  pity  myself  if  I  lived  among  you ; 
because  I  should  have  seen  him  oftener  than  you  did, 
who  are  a  kind  of  hermit,  how  great  a  noise  soever 
you  make  by  your  ill  nature  in  not  letting  the  honest 
villains  of  the  times  ei\}oy  themselves  in  this  worldj 
which  is  their  only  happiness,  and  terrifying  them 
with  another.  I  should  have  added  in  my  libel  that 
of  all  men  living  you  are  the  most  happy  in  your 
enemies  and  your  friends :  and  I  will  swear  you  have 
fifty  times  more  charity  for  mankind  than  I  could 
ever  pretend  to.  liVhi-tber  the  production  you  men- 
tion came  from  tlic  latly  or  the  lord,  1  did  not  imagine 
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that  tbey  were  at  leaat  so  bad  yeraifien.  Therefore, 
facit  indiffnatio  versus  is  only  to  be  applied  when  the 
indignation  is  against  general  villany,  and  ne^er  ope- 
rates when  some  sort  of  people  write  to  defend  them- 
selves. I  love  to  hear  them  reproach  you  for  dulness, 
only  I  would  be  satisfied,  since  you  are  so  dull,  why 
are  they  so  angry  1  give  me  a  shilling,  and  I  will  in- 
sure you  that  posterity  shall  never  know  you  had 
one  single '  enemy,  excepting  those  whose  memory 
you  have  preserved. 

I  am  sorry  for  the  situation  of  Mr.  Gay's  papers. 
Tou  do  not  exert  yourself  as  much  as  I  could  wish 
in  this  affair.  I  had  rather  the  two  sisters  were  hanged 
than  to  see  his  works  swelled  by  any  loss  of  credit 
to  his  memory.  I  would  be  glad  to  see  the  most 
▼aluable  printed  by  themselves,  those  which  ought 
not  to  be  seen  burned  immediately,  and  the  others 
that  have  gone  abroad  printed  separately  like  opus- 
cula,  or  rather  be  stifled  and  forgotten.  I  thought 
your  epitaph  was  immediately  to  be  engraved,  and 
therefore  I  made  less  scruple  to  gire  a  copy  to  lord 
Orrery,  who  earnestly  desired  it,  but  to  nobody  else  ; 
and  he  tells  me  he  gave  only  two,  which  he  will  re- 
call. I  have  a  short  epigram  of  his  upon  it,  wherein 
I  would  correct  a  line  or  two  at  most,  and  then  I 
will  send  it  you  with  his  permission.  I  have  nothing 
against  yours  but  the  last  line,  striking  their  aching^ 
the  two  participles,  as  they  are  so  near,  seem  to  sound 
too  like.  I  shall  write  to  the  duchess,  who  has  lately 
honoured  me  with  a  very  friendly  letter,  and  I  will 
tell  her  my  opinion  freely  about  our  friend's  papers. 
I  want  health,  and  my  affairs  are  enlarged ;  but  I 
will  break  through  the  latter  if  the  other  mends.  I 
can  use  a  course  of  medicines,  lame  and  giddy.  My 
chief  design  next  to  seeing  you  is  to  be  a  severe 
critic  on  you  and  your  neighbour  [Bolingbroke] ;  but 
first  kill  his  father  that  he  may  be  able  to  maintain 
me  in  my  own  way  of  living,  and  particularly  my 
horses.  It  cost  me  near  600/.  for  a  wall  to  keep  mine, 
and  I  never  ride  without  two  servants,  for  fear  of 
accidents  ;  hie  vivimus  ambitiotd  paupertate.  You 
are  both  too  poor  for  my  acquaintance,  but  he  much 
the  poorer.  With  you  I  shall  find  grass,  and  wine, 
and  servants,  but  with  him  not. — ^The  collection  you 
speak  of  is  this.  A  printer  [Faulkner]  came  to  me 
to  desire  he  might  print  my  works  (as  he  called  them) 
in  four  volumes,  by  subscription.  I  said  I  would 
give  no  leave,  and  should  be  sorry  to  see  them  printed 
here.  He  said  they  could  not  be  printed  in  London ; 
I  answered  they  could  if  the  partners  agreed.  He 
said,  **  he  would  be  glad  of  my  permission  ;  but  as  he 
could  print  them  without  it,  and  was  advised  that  it 
could  do  me  no  harm,  and  having  been  assured  of 
numerous  subscriptions,  he  hoped  I  would  not  be 
angry  at  his  pursuing  his  own  interest,"  &c.  Much 
of  this  discourse  past,  and  he  goes  on  with  the  matter, 
wherein  I  determined  not  to  intermeddle,  though  it 
be  much  to  my  discbntent ;  and  I  wish  it  could  be 
done  in  England,  rather  than  here,  although  I  am 
grown  pretty  indifferent  in  ever^^thing  of  that  kind. 
This  is  the  truth  of  the  story. 

My  vanity  turns  at  present  on  being  personated  in 
your  qua  virtus^  &c.  You  will  observe  in  this  letter 
many  marks,  of  an  ill  head  and  a  low  spirit ;  but  a 
heart  wholly  turned  to  love  you  with  the  greatest 
earnestness  and  truth. 


FROM  HISS  KELLY. 

Jarvb-itreet,  May  4,  17SS. 
Sir, — I  am  sure,  if  you  knew  what  I  have  suffered 
for  having  offended  you,  your  anger  would  be  changed 
into  pity  ;  for  Indeed,  sir,  my  uneasiness  cannot  be 
expressed.     Of  all  the  misfortunes  I  ever  met  with, 


this  has  given  me  the  greatest  conccfn ;  for  jn: 
friendship  is  an  honour  &at  the  whole  world  art  us- 
bitious  of;  but  I  receiyed  from  it  more  than  ordiam 
satisfiiction.  Judge  then,  sir,  how  unhappy  1  mv 
am ;  and  for  God's  sake  forgive  what  is  past,  sod  bt 
assured  my  future  conduct  thall  be  such  that  va 
never  again  shall  have  cause  of  complaint  agaixut  nx. 
— I  own  you  have  reason  to  condemn  my  impoth 
nence ;  but  as  1  had  not  the  least  intention  to  o&sd. 
I  hope  it  will  in  some  measure  leseen  the  ianlL  Is- 
deed,  sir,  if  you  will  be  so  good  to  pardon  me,  I  «i.i 
make  any  atonement  in  my  power;  and  it  willnui 
add  to  the  other  obligations  you  haye  already  cm* 
ferred  upon  me.  My  health  is  so  much  impum 
that  it  is  but  too  probable  that  I  shall  not  hve  ir} 
long,  and  methinks  it  would  be  very  bard  to  hn 
the  short  time  that  is  allotted  for  me  made  mxf 
miserable  than  continual  sickness  can  make  it  Ihss 
must  be  the  case  if  you  do  not  once  more  rwxh 
me  into  favour ;  nothing  I  desire  half  so  modi;uii 
do  assure  you,  I  spent  so  bad  a  night  firoo  1 
thoughts  of  my  misfortune,  that,  could  you  hare  bl 
an  idea  of  it,  you  would  have  been  sorry  forme.  T« 
might  have  seen  how  depressed  1  was  at  eupper,  trJ 
not  my  indisposition,  but  your  cold  behayiour  to 
the  reid  occasion  of  it. — What  shall  I  say  or  do  to 
infiuence  you  to  pardon  me  1  If  tme  repentanee  k 
my  cHme,  and  a  firm  resolution  to  be  upon  mjfuri 
for  the  future  against  any  inadvertent  ex^nmm 
that  can  give  offence,  will  plead  anything  in  st 
favour,  you  will  be  so  good  to  pardon  me ;  for  I  m 
affirm  that  I  will  never  offend  you  again.  Trr  « 
then,  good  sir  ;  and  if  it  is  possible,  both  for^  ui 
forgive  the  errors  I  have  been  guilty  o£ 

If  you  are  not  determined  to  continue  my  unhi> 
piness,  I  must  beg  the  favour  of  yoo  to  send  m  t 
line  to  assure  me  of  my  being  pardoned;  for  DjiiS* 
easiness  cannot  be  removed  without  it.  I  hope  t'^s 
sir,  that  I  shall  have  the  honour  of  seeing  you  br^ 
I  go,  that  I  may  in  person  acknowledge  how  avt 
I  owe  you*  and  with  what  satisfaction  I  receive  yov 
foi^yeness ;  and  for  God's  sake,  sir,  look  upoa  m 
as  you  were  wont  to  do,  for  I  cannot  besr  your  t»^ 
ness. 

I  propose,  when  I  go  to  Bristol,  to  follow  toy 
advice,  and  should  be  much  oblignl  to  yon  H }« 
would  recommend  me  to  those  books  that  you  thcl 
most  proper  for  me :  and  if  it  please  God  tbst  1 1^ 
cover,  you  shall  find  that,  by  the  honour  yon  ha^ 
done  me  in  advising  me  to  improve  my  mind,  tbe 
deficiencies  of  my  education  will  be  made  up^  i^  1 
shall  be  more  worthy  of  your  esteem. 

I  should  beg  pardon  for  the  length  of  this,  b<tf 
that  I  still  could  write  on  to  ask  your  foigiveoe«; 
who  am,  sir,  with  true  respect  and  regard,  your  msA 
obliged  and  most  humble  servant,    F.  A.  Ksllt. 

FBOM  MR.  POPE. 

M«fl9. 173^ 

I  HA.yB  begun  two  or  three  letters  to  you  hjasxeh^ 
and  been  prevented  Irom  finishing  them  by  t  thoonn^ 
avocations  and  dissipations.  I  must  fintscknow* 
ledge  the  honour  done  me  by  lord  Onviy*  wboie 
praises  are  that  precious  ointment  Solomos  sp«^ 
of  which  can  be  given  only  by  men  of  Tirtpe  J  *■ 
other  praise,  whether  from  poets  or  peeit,  ti  <«•• 
temptible  alike ;  and  I  am  old  enough  sad  eM«f*- 
enced  enough  to  know  that  the  only  prti««  ™J" 
haying  are  those  bestowed  by  virtue  fcr  virtue,  mj 
poetry  I  abandon  to  the  critics,  my  morab  1  eoy^ 
to  the  testimony  of  those  who  know  me:  sad  thert^ 
fore  I  was  more  pleased  with  yoor  iiW  t^»?T?° 
any  yerses  I  ever  received.  I  wi»h  soch  i  coUertoe 
of  your  writings  could  be  printed  here  uj^n 
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ion  going  on  in  Ireltnd.  I  was  surpriBed  to  receiye 
iroffl  the  printer  that  •purious  piece,  called  •*  The 
Me  and  Character  of  Dr.  Swift,"  with  a  letter  tell- 
n^  me  the  person  who  **  published  it  had  anured 
lim  the  dedication  to  me  was  what  I  would  not  take 
II,  or  else  he  would  not  have  printed  it."  I  cannot 
«U  who  the  man  is  who  took  so  far  upon  him  as  to 
uifwer  for  my  way  of  thinking;  though,  had  the 
hinff  been  genuine,  1  should  have  been  greatly  dis- 
)lei»ed  at  the  publisher's  part  in  doing  it  without 
o«ir  knowledge. 

I  tm  as  earnest  as  you  can  be  in  doing  my  best  to 
irevent  the  publishing  of  anything  unworthy  of  Mr. 
hj ;  but  I  fear  his  friends'  partiality.  I  wish  you 
rould  come  orer.  All  the  mysteries  of  my  philoso- 
ihical  work  shall  then  be  cleared  to  you,  and  you 
»iU  not  think  that  I  am  merry  enough  nor  angry 
itou^h :  it  wall  not  want  for  satire,  but  as  for  anger 

know  it  not ;  or,  at  least,  only  that  sort  of  which 
he  apoHlle  speaks,  ••  Be  ye  angry,  and  sin  not." 

Aly  neighbour's  writings  have  been  metaphysical, 
nd  will  next  be  historical.  It  is  certainly  from  him 
Illy  that  a  valuable  history  of  Europe  in  these  later 
imes  can  be  expected.  Come  and  quicken  him; 
)r  age,  indolence,  and  contempt  of  the  world,  grow 
poB  men  apace,  and  may  often  make  the  wisest  in- 
iflereDt  whether  posterity  be  any  wiser  than  we. 
'o  a  man  in  years,  health  and  quiet  become  such 
uiiiot  and  consequently  so  valuable,  that  he  is  apt 
9  tliink  of  nothing  more  than  of  enjoying  them 
rbenever  he  can  for  the  remainder  of  life ;  and  this  I 
oabt  not  has  cmused  so  many  great  men  to  die  with- 
01  leaving  a  scrap  to  posterity. 

I  am  sincerely  troubled  for  the  bad  account  you 
ive  of  your  own  health.  1  wish  every  day  to  hear 
•  better,  as  much  as  1  do  to  enjoy  my  own,  I  fiuth- 
dlly  assure  you. 


FROM  MRS.  PENDARVES. 

LoQdoo,  May  29,  17SS. 
•ni,— You  will  find  to  your  cost  that  a  woman's  pen, 
rtipQ  encouraged,  is  as  bad  as  a  vroman's  tongue : 
lame  younelf,  not  me ;  had  I  never  known  the 
Insure  of  receiving  a  letter  from  you,  I  should  not 
«»p  persecuted  you  now.  I  think  (a  little  to  justify 
hu  bold  atteck)  that  I  am  obliged  by  all  the  rules 
f  cirility  to  give  you  an  account  of  the  letter  you 
hanfwi  me  with:  I  delivered  It  Into  my  lord 
|athurst's  hands ;  he  read  it  before  me :  I  looked 
>II}  upon  his  asking  me  what  you  meant  by  the 
^ossct  affair  t  and  was  obliged  to  explain  it  to  him 
)  n\  own  defence,  which  gave  him  the  diversion  I 
rlieve  you  designed  it  should.  We  then  talked  of 
"ur  Ttneyard  ;  he  seemed  pleased  with  every  subject 
)»t  related  to  you,  and  I  waa  very  ready  to  indulge 
im  that  way.  I  did  not  forget  to  brag  of  your 
iTouri  to  me ;  if  you  intended  I  should  keep  them 

»«;rret,  I  have  spoiled  all ;  for  I  have  not  an  ac- 
uiiotance  of  any  worth  that  I  have  not  told  how 
»ppy  I  have  been  in  your  company.  Everybody 
*y^  to  be  envied,  and  this  is  the  only  way  I  have  of 
"«njf  people's  enry.  I  hope,  sir,  you  will  forgive 
»'.  anrt  let  me  know  if  1  have  behaved*  my«0{^ right : 

think  I  can  hardly  do  wrong  as  long  as  I  am,  sir, 
'>or  must  obliged  and  most  obedient  servant, 

M.  FlNDARVES. 

Irt.  Donnellan  is  much  your  humble  servant,  and 
M  vain  of  your  favours  as  I  am. 

*J*^'  ^^^  "'^^^  ^'^  enilarv  to  hear  the  phrase  behaved  i^^ 
t^red  what  r  b«  would  «ay  with  lomo  eiiioUon.  He  oaw  gave 
'•  ftiutm  Dt^ne  S«.lft  no  aconunt  of  hia  rebuking  lord  BiiUmrMl 
I'  tJii*.  and  that  mylocd  promised  1dm  luit  to  be  guilty  of  tbo 
""Tor  the  niton?.  Tlie  words  being  here  marked  «nder  by  Mia. 
»rt»n««  prove  that  ahe  refers  to  some  rebuke  of  tl»t  kind, 
vol..  II.  I 


FROM  THE  DUCHESS  OF  QUEEK8BERRT. 

Ameabury,  May  31. 17SS. 
Dear  Sir, — I  am  now  again  your  Tunbridge  corre- 
spondent. His  grace  and  I  have  been  here  this  fort- 
night, with  no  other  company  than  bricklayers  and 
labourers.  We  are  throwing  down  a  parcel  of  walla 
that  blocked  us  up  every  way,  and  making  a  sunk 
fence  round  tlie  house.  This  will  moke  the  place  as 
cheerful  again,  and  we  find  great  entertainment  by 
inspecting  the  work.  Since  1  came  here  even  1  have 
ofti-ngot  up  by  six  in  the  morning,  designed  it  always, 
and  the  whole  house  are  fast  asleep  before  tweke. 
This  I  coll  good  hours.  I  walk  as  much  as  I  am 
able,  sometimes  rather  more.  We  sometimes  ride, 
though  nut  often;  for  the  evenings  and  mornin<pi 
are  very  cold,  and  the  middle  of  the  day  verj'  hot. 
North-east  winds  continually,  and  such  want  of  rain 
that  Uie  ground  is  as  hard  as  iron.  I  am  the  most 
temperate  creature  in  my  diet  you  ever  knew  ;  yet 
with  all  my  core  I  cannot  be  well.  I  believe  if  I 
am  never  guilty  of  a  greater  fault  1  shall  meet  with 
very  little  resentment  either  public  or  private.  They 
are  the  faults  in  the  world  soonest  forgot,  and  the 
seldomest  truly  resented.  Let  that  be  as  it  will, 
since  health  is  undoubtedly  the  most  valuable  thing 
in  life,  I  shall  do  all  I  con  to  obtain  it.  This  makes 
me  consent  to  a  thing  in  the  world  I  am  most  avcrae 
to ;  that  is  going  to  the  Spa  about  a  montfi  or  six 
weeks  hence.  I  wish  it  was  good  for  your  complaints 
that  we  might  be  there  together.  Really,  if  you 
think  it  will  be  of  any  use  to  you,  and  that  you  con 
order  your  atfairs  so  as  to  make  it  possible,  depend 
upon  it  we  shall  make  it  our  study  (and  a  ver^'  agree- 
able one  too)  to  make  you  as  easy  and  happy  as  it 
is  in  the  power  of  people  (not  of  a  very  troublesome 
disposition)  to  contrive.  Your  complaint  and  mine 
are  not  very  different,  as  I  imagine.  Mine  is  a  sort 
of  disxiness  which  generally  goes  off  by  the  head- 
ache. Some  learned  people  give  it  a  name  I  do  not 
know  how  to  spell,  a  vertico,  ot  vertigo.  Fray  un- 
derstand that  I,  really  and  truly,  do  not  only  say  but 
mean  that  I  wish  you  could  either  meet  us  at  the 
Spa  or  at  London,  to  go  on  with  us ;  and  in  this  I 
am  sure  I  shall  never  change  my  mind.  If  it  can  do 
you  any  good,  I  feel  myself  enough  your  friend  to 
resent  it  extremely  if  you  miss  this  opportunity. 
This  you  would  believe  if  you  knew  what  obliga- 
tions I  have  to  you.  I  am  generally  poor  in  spirit, 
or  quarrelling  with  myself  for  being  good  for  nothing. 
When  a  letter  comes  from  you,  it  does  not  only  en- 
tertain and  revive  me,  but  instantly  I  fancy  I  ought 
to  have  a  good  opinion  of  myself;  which  is  of  very 
great  use  to  have,  provided  it  is  kept  within  just 
bounds.  I  shall  punctually  obey  your  commands 
concerning  that  poem  ;  but  I  think  you  may  be  per- 
fectly easy  on  that  account ;  for  I  saw  it  before  I  left 
London,  and  heard  several  people  talk  of  it,  and  the 
general  opinion  was,  that  you  had  no  hand  in  it ;  but 
that  the  thing  happened  just  as  you  say.  I  think  you 
need  not  be  much  disturbed  at  it.  The  other  trouble 
you  mention  lean  allow  of.  Philosophy  cannot  make 
such  things  not  be ;  the  most  it  can  pretend  to  is,  to 
help  people  to  patience.  I  am  heartily  sorry  you  have 
any  particular  occasion  for  any.  Is  your  lawsuit  still 
in  being  t  Perhaps  I  may  be  impertinent ;  but  I 
remember  you>>nce  mentioned  something  of  that 
kind. 

I  am  pretty  well  satisfied  anything  is  bud  for  the 
head]  that  fills  it  too  full ;  therefore  I  ad  viae  you  to 
unbend  your  thoughts  and  ask  my  advice;  if  it 
should  prove  good,  take  it ;  if  not,  leave  it.  I  should 
be  mighty  glad  to  be  of  service  to  you  ;  in  making 
me  so,  }ou  would  show  kindness  to  the  memory  ojf 
your  ver)-  sincere  friend,  and  be  kind  to  me.    You 
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may  depend  upon  me,  both  for  his  sake  and  your 
own.  I  will  endeavour  to  convey  your  meesagea  to 
lady  Catharine  and  Charlotte  as  soon  as  possible. 
The  first  I  have  not  conversed  with  this  year* and  a 
half;  I  believe  she  is  nobody's  friend,  but  I  more 
than  believe  that  nobody  is  hers.  I  have  a  brother 
that  I  dare  answer  you  would  like  if  you  knew  him 
perfectly,  not  else.  I  love  and  honour  him,  and  he 
deserves  it.  When  his  grace  goes  to  London,  which 
will  be  very  soon,  your  money  shall  be  as  you  order- 
ed. He  is  mightily  shocked  at  so  many  speeches. 
He  is  not  by  just  now,  or  undoubtedly  he  would 
think  you  deserve  to  have  them  returned.  It  is 
lucky  for  me,  for  I  am  come  to  the  end  of  my  paper. 
Note,  without  an  excuse. 


FROM  MISS  KELLY. 

Briatol  Hot  Well*,  June  2. 1733. 
Sir,— I  hear  my  agreeable  fellow-traveller  has  been 
beforehand  with  me  in  paying  her  compliments  to 
you ;  but  I  cannot  be  surprised  at  that,  for  she  was 
formed  to  get  the  better  of  me  in  everything  but  re- 
specting and  esteeming  you.  That,  indeed,  nobody 
can  do ;  for  both  gratitude  and  taste  conspire  to 
make  me  truly  your  friend  and  servant. 

I  have  been  since  I  came  here  very  low-spirited ; 
the  companions  I  had  some  part  of  my  journey  less- 
ened my  Illness,  or  at  least  I  felt  not  with  them  the 
same  weight  that  I  did  upon  their  leaving  me ;  and 
I  have  often  wished  myself  again  in  Ireland  to  enjoy 
conversation,  for  I  really  believe  it  is  one  excellent 
cure  for  most  disorders.  This  is  the  dullest  place 
that  ever  was  known ;  there  is  not  above  half-a-dozen 
families,  and  those  are  cits  with  great  fortunes  or 
Irish  impertinents :  the  former  despise  one  because 
their  clothes  are  finer  than  yours;  and  the  latter  have 
no  view  in  keeping  your  company  but  to  report  your 
faults.  This  makes  me  avoid  all  communication  with 
them,  anti  only  in  the  morning  I  go  to  the  Wells ; 
and  I  thank  God  I  can  spend  my  time  far  better, 
for  either  writing  to  my  friends,  reading,  walking, 
and  riding,  find  me  fuU  employment,  and  leave  me 
not  a  wish  for  such  company  as  the  place  affords. 
Doctor  Lane  (who  by  character  is  a  second  j^scula- 
piiui,  and  can  raise  people  from  the  dead)  is  my  phy- 
sician, and  gives  me  great  hopes  of  a  speedy  amend- 
ment; and  as  I  take  his  medicines  regularly,  and  am 
up  at  six  in  the  morning,  breakfast  at  eight,  dine  at 
one,  and  sup  at  seven,  I  hope  I  may  in  time  find 
some  benefit :  nor  do  either  the  ass's  milk  or  waters 
disagree  with  me,  and  I  think  my  appetite  is  rather 
better.  I  wish  to  heaven  it  was  agreeable  to  your 
afifairs  to  come  here,  for  I  am  sure  you  would  like 
the  situation  of  the  house  that  I  lodge  in — it  has  the 
command  of  such  a  prospect  that  I  should  do  it  in- 
justice to  attempt  to  describe  it;  but  the  variety  of 
the  scene  is  such  that  one  discovers  new  beauties  in 
it  every  day.  I  hope  you  will  continue  your  former 
goodness  to  me,  and  let  me  have  the  honour  of  hear- 
ing from  you  sometimes,  for  in  reality  nobody  is 
more  sincerely  your  well-wisher  than,  sir,  your  most 
obliged  and  most  faithful  humble  servant, 

F.  A.  Kelly. 
Your  expedition  to  the  archbishop's  country  resi- 
dence makes  a  very  fine  figure  in  print ;  but  since 
you  hare  made  this  discovery  I  think  you  ought  to 
fly  to  us,  for  if  Dublin  be  in  danger  the  deanery- 
house  cannot  be  a  safe  retreat  for  you.  I  wish 
anything  would  send  Barber  here ;  for  I  was  at  the 
Bath  to  see  some  of  my  friends,  and  was  forced 
to  swear  that  only  the  want  of  health  kept  her 
book  from  being  published.  I  am  sure  you  would 
be  glad  to  hear  that  a  lady  of  very  good  under- 


T  standing,  that  is  a  particular  friend  of  mine,  comrc 
to  me  next  week  to  stay  while  I  do:  her  nasw  ^ 
Rooke,  admiral  Rooke's  son's  lady. 

FROM  LADY  BKITY  0ERMAIN. 

June  S,  VHX. 
Has  Mr.  Stafford  Lightbuzne's  friend  got  the  ^ 
in  his  fingers  t  or  ia  he  so  busy  in  mesaurinr  tk< 
water,  and  casting  a  figure  to  know  the  exact  tisR 
when  to  set  his  friends  a-swimming,  that  he  ncfiot 
find  one  moment  to  let  me  know  that  he  rcceiTpi 
my  letter,  written  a  month  ago,  to  infonn  yoa  tint 
his  grace  would  cheefully  and  readily  obey  fov 
commands  1  However,  I  am  again  ordered  br  iw 
to  tell  you  that  the  warrant  wiU  be  sent  to  DabLt 
by  next  post,  so  pray  let  Mr.  Lightburae  be  mi' 
to  make  his  personal  appearance,  lest  they  ibodii 
not  else  know  how  to  find  him.  It  was  well  \r 
needed  no  intercessor  to  his  grace,  and  that  tfaf  »» 
promise  from  him  and  the  one  word  from  too  i*e 
much  more  weight  than  my  rhetoric,  for  1  have  M 
so  horridly  used  by  a  nasty  griping  brotbf r  bjri- 
coat,  in  a  small  three-and-aaxpence  afiair  of  ayovi 
that  I  do  not  know  whether  I  should  not  have  deer 
like  you  of  the  faction,  revenge  myself  of  the  »t- 
oent  for  the  sake  of  one  bishop  and  minister  \hi  i 
say  have  cheated,  fleeced,  and  flead  me,  ja^  e 
they  had  been  South  Sea  or  East  India  directors. 

You  are  angry  if  I  do  not  mention  Mi*.  Floj^  t 
yon,  so  I  must  tell  you  ahe  is  gone  for  a  little  ten- 
into  the  country,  to  try  if  that  will  ever  euit  h^ 
cough.  I  am  heartily  sorry  for  your  new  friend  >fc 
Kelly,  who  writes  in  a  desponding  way  to  Mr 
Chamber  about  her  health,  and  talks  of  goibMr^o^ 
This  is  a  melancholy  subject,  and  I  hate  to  bem^t, 
so  I  will  say  no  more  of  it,  but  adieu,  my  desr  d«a: 
and  let  me  hear  from  you  soon. 

TO  MR.  FAULKNER. 

June  W.  1^ 
I  DESIRE  Mrs.  Pllkington  will  deliver  you  the  ^- 
relating  to  Gulliver,  which  I  left  with  her  h\d^^ 
For  since  you  intend  to  print  a  new  edition  ct  i  * 
book,  I  must  tell  you  that  the  English  prister  o^' 
several  alterations  which  I  much  disapproTe  oti  '^ 
cannot  set  them  right  without  those  papers. 

If  I  am  not  mistaken  Mr.  Pilkington  hath  aa  na- 
tion of  Gulliver,  where  the  true  original  eo^j^^f- 
terleaved  in  manuscript ;  I  desire  I  may  alio  «e>.'  lu 
book,     I  am  your  humble  servant, 

JoNATUiK  Swjn. 


TO  MR.  POPE. 

Dublin,  J«Iy^'*»^ 
I  MUST  condole  with  you  for  the  loss  of  Mr«.  l^'l* 
of  whose  death  the  papers  have  been  full*  ^*' ' 
would  rather  rejoice  with  you,  because,  if  ui(  os- 
cumstances  can  make  the  death  of  a  dear  paroit  ^ 
friend  a  subject  for  joy,  you  have  them  all-  ^^  ^\ 
in  an  extreme  old  age,  without  pain,  under  ii»  ^^' 
of  the  most  dutiful  son  that  I  have  ever  It»^  ^ 
heard  of,  which  is  a  felicity  not  happening  tc  a^^ 
a  million.  The  worst  effect  of  her  death  hiii  -T^^ 
me ;  and  so  much  the  worse,  because  I  espe^it^*^' 
qtds  damno  unu  in  iUo,  that  it  would  be  foUo«^  ^) 
making  me  and  this  kingdom  happy  with  To^r  F* 
sence.  But  I  am  told,  to  my  great  misfortuo**  i-|^ 
a  very  convenient  offer  happening,  you  wai^eu  '■ 
invitation  pressed  on  you,  alleging  the  fiwuT'" ''"^ 
of  being  killed  here  with  eating  and  drinkiiu*-  ^' 
which  I  find  that  you  have  given  some  m<J't  rf ' 
notion  of  our  great  plenty  and  hospitality.  It  ^^^ 
our  meat  and  wine  is  cheaper  here,  as  it  »  ^^' 
in  the  poorest  countries,  because  there  is  no  b"*' J 
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o  pay  for  them.  I  beliere  there  are  not  in  this 
ihole  city  three  gentlemen  out  of  employment  who 
ire  able  to  give  entertainments  once  a  month. 
rhose  who  are  in  employments  of  church  or  state 
ire  three  parts  in  four  from  England,  and  amount  to 
ittle  more  than  a  dosen  :  those  indeed  may  once  or 
wice  invite  their  friends  or  any  person  of  distinction 
bat  makes  a  voyage  hither.  All  my  acquaintance 
ell  me  they  know  not  above  three  fimiilies  where 
hey  can  occasionally  dine  in  a  whole  year.  Dr. 
)eUny  is  the  only  gentleman  I  know  who  keeps  one 
ertain  day  in  the  week  to  entertain  seven  or  eight 
riends  at  dinner  'and  to  pass  the  evening,  where 
here  is  nothing  of  excess,  either  in  eating  or  drink- 
OK-  ()ur  old  friend  Southern  [the  poet],  who  has 
nit  left  us,  was  invited  to  dinner  once  or  twice  by 
judge,  a  bishop,  or  a  commissioner  of  the  revenues, 
ittt  most  frequented  a  few  particular  friends,  and 
faiffly  the  doctor  [Delany],  who  is  easy  in  hit  fortune 
od  very  boepitable.  The  conveniences  of  taking 
be  air,  winter  or  summer,  do  far  exceed  those  in 
x>odon.  For  the  two  large  strands  just  at  two 
dges  of  the  town  are  as  firm  and  dry  in  winter  as 
a  summer.  There  are  at  least  six  or  eight  gentle- 
Ben  of  sense,  learning,  good^humour,  and  taste,  able 
ad  desirous  to  please  you,  and  orderly  females, 
ome  of  the  better  sort,  to  take  care  of  you.  These 
rere  the  motives  that  I  have  frequently  made  use  of 

0  endce  you  hither.  And  there  would  be  no  failure 
isong  the  best  people  here  of  anv  honours  that 
ould  be  done  you.  As  to  myseli,  I  declare  my 
letUh  is  so  uncertain  that  I  dare  not  venture  among 
DQ  at  present.  I  hate  the  thoughts  of  London, 
rbere  I  am  not  rich  enough  to  live  otherwise  than 
7  shifting,  which  is  now  too  late.  Neither  can  I 
ave  conveniences  in  the  country  for  three  horses 
ad  two  servants,  and  manv  others  which  I  have 
lere  at  hand.  I  am  one  of  the  governors  of  all  the 
isckney  coaches,  carts,  and  carriages,  round  this 
own,  who  dare  not  insult  me  like  your  rascally 
rujo^nen  or  coachmen,  but  give  me  the  way ;  nor 

1  there  one  lord  or  squire  for  a  hundred  of  yours  to 
orn  me  out  of  the  road  or  run  over  me  with  their 
loaches  and  six.  Thus  I  make  some  advantage  of 
be  public  poverty,  and  give  you  the  reasons  for  what 

once  wrote,  why  I  choose  to  be  a  freeman  among 
Ures  rather  than  a  slave  among  freemen.  Then  I 
vilk  the  streets  in  peace  without  being  justled,  nor 
ten  without  a  thousand  blessings  from  my  friends 
he  mlgar.  I  am  lord-mayor  of  120  houses,  I  am 
bsolute  lord  of  the  greatest  cathedral  in  the  king- 
lorn,  am  at  peace  with  the  neighbouring  princes,  the 
ord-mayor  of  the  city  and  the  archbishop  of  Dublin, 
oly  the  latter,  like  the  king  of  France,  sometimes 
ttempts  encroachments  on  my  dominions,  as  old 
^wis  did  upon  Lorraine.  In  the  midst  of  this 
■illery  I  can  tell  you  with  seriousness  that  these 
dTantagea  contribute  to  my  ease,  and  therefore  I 
aliie  them.  And  in  one  part  of  your  letter  relating 
0  lord  Boltngbroke  and  yourself  you  agree  with  me 
ntirely  about  the  indifference,  the  love  of  quiet,  the 
w«  of  health,  &c.,  that  grow  upon  men  in  years. 
Ud  if  you  discover  those  inclinations  in  my  lord 
«d  yourself,  what  can  you  expect  from  mc,  whose 
'^»lth  is  so  precarious  t  and  yet  at  your  or  his  time 
»f  life  I  could  have  leaped  over  the  moon. 

Jonathan  Swift. 


FROM  MISS  KELLY. 

Bristol,  Julys.  1733. 
^E^a  Sm, — I  cannot  express  how  much  pleasure 
rour  letter  gave  me ;  to  say  that  it  surpassed  the 
laxiety  your  silence  gave  me  is  all  the  description  I 


am  able  to  make.  Indeed  I  had  a  thousand  fears 
about  you ;  your  health  was  my  first  care,  and  yet  I 
thought  that  the  gods  must  take  care  of  Cato ;  but 
I  too  fearfully  apprehended  that  the  whole  club  had 
quite  forgotten  the  most  unworthy  member  that  ever 
entered  into  their  BocieQ%  For  though  you  wrote 
to  others,  your  hands  were  useless  to  me ;  and  of  all 
our  little  set  none  remained  unblessed  but  myself; 
but  as  your  letter  has  made  me  full  amends  for 
everything  beside»  I  must  be  lavish  in  my  thanks. 

I  am  apt  to  believe  that  I  really  died  on  the  road, 
as  it  was  reported,  for  I  am  certainly  not  the  same 
creature  I  once  was,  for  I  have  grown  fonder  of  read- 
ing than  of  any  other  amusement,  and  except  when 
health  calls  me  on  horseback  I  find  my  only  joys  at 
home.  But  my  life  indeed  has  received  great  addi- 
tion in  its  pleasures  by  Mrs.  Rooke's  being  so  good 
to  come  down  to  me ;  she  has  all  the  qualities  that 
can  make  an  agreeable  companion  and  friend ;  we 
live  together  without  form,  but  have  all  the  compla- 
cence for  each  other  that  true  friendship  inspires. 
You  are  sensible  that  two  people  cannot  always  like 
the  same  thing :  this  we  make  easy  by  following  our 
inclinationsy  for  if  she  likes  to  walk  she  walks,  and 
I  do  whatever  I  like  better.  Would  to  God  you 
were  with  us  to  complete  our  happiness.  I  had  a 
letter  from  Mrs.  Cleland  to  inquire  about  you ;  she 
says  she  hears  you  are  coming  to  England  ;  surely, 
if  you  were,  you  would  tell  me  so,  for  few  things  in  life 
could  give  me  more  true  delight  Uian  the  sight  of  you. 

Ton  are  extremely  good  to  enter  into  my  afiairs ; 
all  marks  you  give  me  of  your  friendship  increase 
my  esteem  for  you,  and  make  me  bear  the  common 
rubs  of  life  wiUi  patience.  I  have  really  been  often 
tempted  to  let  you  into  all  my  secrets,  but  the 
thought  that  you  only  co\ild  receive  uneasiness  from 
them,  and  that  even  your  advice  could  not  remove 
the  least  painful  of  them,  hindered  me  from  it,  for 
to  those  I  best  love  I  still  remain  upon  these  heads 
reserved.  Indeed  the  cause  of  my  complaints  is  of 
such  a  nature  that  it  cannot  well  be  told.  The  un- 
happy life  of  a  near  relation  must  give  one  a  pain  in 
the  very  repeating  it  that  cannot  be  described.  For 
surely  to  be  the  daughter  of  a  colonel  Chartres  must, 
to  a  rational  being,  give  the  greatest  anxiety ;  for 
who  would  have  a  father  at  seventy  publicly  tiled 
for  an  attempt  of  a  rape  t  Such  a  Dulcinea  del  To- 
boso  is  shocking,  I  think.  For  if  a  man  must  do 
wrong  he  should  aim  a  little  higher  than  the  enjoy- 
ment of  a  kitchen-maid  that  he  finds  obstinately  vir- 
tuous. In  short,  dear  sir,  I  have  been  fool  enough 
to  let  such  things  make  an  impression  on  me,  which, 
spite  of  a  good  constitution,  much  spirits,  and  using 
a  great  deal  of  exercise,  has  brought  me  to  what  I 
am.  Were  I  without  a  mother  (I  mean  had  I  lost 
her  in  my  infancy  and  not  known  her  goodness),  I 
could  still  (better  have  borne  the  steps  that  were 
taken ;  but  while  I  saw  how  lavish  he  was  upon  his 
dirty  wenches,  I  had  frequent  accounts  that  my 
mother  was  half-starved  abroad.  She  brought  him 
16,000/.  fortune,  and  having  borne  severe  usage  for 
near  twenty  years,  had  resolution  enough  to  part 
with  him,  and  chose  to  take  250/.  per  annum  sepa- 
rate maintenance  rather  than  bear  any  longer ;  and 
as  she  could  not  live  here  upon  such  an  income,  she 
has  banished  herself,  and  lives  retired  in  a  country 
town  in  France. — His  late  letters  to  me  have  been 
kind,  and  hitherto  he  has  supplied  mc  well,  but  in 
his  last  he  tells  me  he  shall  not  see  me  till  September. 

What  you  say  is  perfectly  right,  and  I  propose  re- 
turning to  the  club  as  soon  as  my  health  will  permit 
me,  but  how  long  this  may  prove  I  know  not,  for 
I  muststill  pursue  this  cruel  god*  that  flics  me. 

*  The  god  of  health,  poetically  eavreaed. 
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I  thall  go  from  hence  I  beliere  in  a  week,  for 
Lane  only  pours  down  medicines  for  the  sake  of  the 
apothecary,  and  though  he  reaps  the  benefit  of  them, 
I  receive  none ;  and  aa  he  has  not  allowed  me  to 
drink  the  waters  these  three  weeks  I  can  have  no 
business  here,  so  shall  follow  Rolling's  adrice,  and 
remove  to  Kensington  or  Hampstead  with  the  utmost 
expedition;  therefore  I  must  beg  the  favour  of  you 
to  enclose  your  letters  for  me  to  William  Clelimd, 
esq.,  commissioner  of  taxes,  in  St.  Stephen's-court, 
Westminster.  I  have  disobeyed  orders  in  writing  so 
long  a  letter,  but  I  will  not  do  this  again,  so  now  be 
so  good  to  excuse  the  tediousness  of,  sir,  your  most 
obliged  and  most  faithful  humble  servant, 

F.  A.  Kelly. 

Write  to  me  as  often  as  you  can,  and  make  my  com- 
plinients  to  all  friends. 

Mrs.  Pcndarves  ia  gone  down  with  lady  Weymouth, 
^    whose   fortune  was  5000/.  and   has   for  jointure 
2500/.  a-year,  and  600/.  a-year  pin-money. 

FllOM  LADY  BETfY  GERMAIN. 

Knowle.  July  9.  1733. 
**  Now,**  says  parson  Swifl,  **  what  the  devil  makes 
this  woman  write  to  me  with  this  filthy  white  iuki 
I  cannot  read  a  word  of  it  without  more  trouble 
than  her  silly  scribble  is  worth." — "  Why,**  say  I 
again,  **  ay,  it  is  the  women  are  always  accused  of 
having  bad  >vriting  implements,  but,  to  my  comfort 
be  it  spoken,  this  is  his  grace  my  lord-lieutenant*s 
ink.*'  My  bureau  at  London  is  so  well  furnished, 
and  his  grace  and  his  secretary  make  so  much  use 
of  it,  that  they  are  often  obliged  to  give  me  half- 
a-crown  that  I  may  not  run  out  my  estate  in  paper. 
It  is  very  happy  when  a  go-between  pleases  both 
sides,  and  I  am  very  well  pleased  with  my  office ; 
for  his  grace  is  delighted  that  it  was  in  his  power 
to  oblige  you.  So  trtve  de  complimetit.  Since  I 
have  declared  my  passion  against  a  bishop  and  a 
parson,  it  is  but  fair  I  should  tell  you  the  story, 
whether  you  care  to  hear  it  or  not;  but  if  you  do  not 
I  give  you  leave  not  to  mind  it,  for  now  it  is  over 
I  am  calm  again. 

As  to  the  bishop  [Dr.  Clavering],  I  know  neither 
hi^  principles  nor  his  parts,  but  his  diocese  is  Peter- 
borough, and  having  a  small  park  in  Northampton- 
shire, which  I  had  a  mind  to  increase  by  a  small 
dab  of  addition,  to  make  my  house  stand  in  the 
middle  of  it.  Three  shillings  and  sixpence  worth  of 
land  per  annum,  at  the  largest  computation,  belongs 
to  the  church,  for  which  my  old  parson  (who  flatters 
me  black  and  blue  when  he  comes  for  a  Sunday 
dinner,  and  says  he  loves  me  better  than  anybody  in 
the  world)  has  made  me  give  him  up,  in  lieu  of  that 
land,  a  house  and  ground  that  lets  for  40«.  a-year, 
and  is  hardly  content  with  that,  but  reckons  it  a  vast 
favour.  And  the  bishop  has  put  me  to  ten  times 
more  charge  than  it  is  worth,  by  sending  commis- 
sioners to  view  it,  and  making  me  give  petitions  and 
dancing  me  through  his  court,  besides  a  great  dinner 
to  his  nasty  people.  Now  am  I  not  in  the  right  to 
be  angrj- 1  But  perhaps  you  will  say  if  I  will  have 
my  fancies  I  must  pay  for  them,  so  I  will  say  no 
more  about  it.  I  hear  poor  Mrs.  Kelly  is  not  near 
io  well  as  she  says,  and  a  gentleman  that  came  from 
Bristol  says  she  looks  dreadfully,  and  fears  it  is  al- 
most over  with  her  and  that  no  mortal  could  know 
her:  so  ends  youth  and  beauty!  That  is  such  a 
moral  reflection  that  lest  it  should  make  you  melan- 
choly I  will  tell  you  something  to  please  you.  Your 
old  friend  Mrs.  Floyd  is  perfectly  recovered.  I  think 
T  »»avi»  not  seen  her  so  well  this  great  while ;  but 
' "  always  her  bane,  so  1  shall  live  in  dread  of  that. 


In  your  next  I  desire  to  know  whit  I  am  in  your 
debt  for  my  sister's  monument.  Adieo,  my  dear, 
good,  old,  and  well-beloved  friend. 

FROM  MBS.  PENDARVES. 

Gkmceater.  July  11.  ITU. 
Sir, — ^May  I  say,  without  offending  you,  that  I  ^v 
overjoyed  at  the  honour  you  did  me  in  aunrfno; 
my  letter  1  and  do  not  call  me  formal  when  I  socrf 
you  that  I  think  myself  made  happy  by  soch  &  (i.»- 
tinction.  It  was  stupidity  in  me  not  to  let  \on 
know  where  to  address  to  me,  but  I  do  not  repeat  (^ 
it ;  I  have  by  that  means  tried  your  ceal ;  bat  I  ar< 
afraid  your  good-breeding,  more  than  yoxir  inc\a%. 
tion,  procured  me  that  favour.  I  am  resolved  to  br 
even  with  you  for  what  you  say  about  my  wrids:. 
and  will  write  henceforward  to  you  as  carelesslv  -^ 
I  can ;  if  it  ia  not  legible  thank  yourself.  1  do  3«.<i 
wonder  at  the  envy  of  the  ladies  when  you  are  yi<VK  i 
to  speak  of  me  with  some  regard ;  I  give  them  l*;tv 
to  exercise  their  malice  on  an  occasion  that  doe>  ». 
so  much  honom*.  I  protest  I  am  not  afraid  of  jo... 
and  would  appear  quite  natural  to  you,  in  hone*  >< 
your  rewarding  my  openness  and  aincertty  bj  ccr- 
recting  what  you  disapprove  of.  And  since  1  \.*^* 
not  now  an  opportunity  of  receiving  your  h^<yn  i 
pinching  and  beating,  make  me  amends  by  chiilR. 
me  for  every  word  that  is  false  spelt  and  for  uj 
bad  English  ;  you  see  what  you  are  like  to  luC'  ■ 
If  this  promises  you  too  much  trouble  do  not  l^t 
me  so  much  encouragement  in  your  next  leUer,  ;» 
upon  something  in  your  last  I  haye  almost  penu^-i 
myself  that  by  your  assistance  and  my  own  t%xu< 
desire  I  may  in  time  become  worthy  of}  oar  a**. 
Vanity  stands  at  my  elbow  all  this  while  and  izj- 
mates  me  by  a  thousand  agreeable  promises;  nititcU 
her  encouragement  I  should  never  have  pre&umeJ  * 
correspond  with  the  dean  of  St.  Patrick's,  ^os.: 
say  she  is  a  miscliievous  companion ;  1  swear  ^'  }* 
a  pleasant  one  :  you  must  not  be  angry  with  me  i: 
keeping  her  company,  for  I  had  very  little  aajiuii^- 
ance  with  her  till  I  had  received  some  mark*  of;.'-' 
favour. 

I  received  your  letter  but  a  little  while  U^if 
left  London;  I  attended  lord  and  lady  WeymuU^ 
down  to   Longleat,    and    left   them   with  &  {v^ 
pect  of  as  much  happiness  as  matrimony  caop| 
they  are  pleased  with  one  another  at  present,  ard  i 
hope  tliat  will  continue.     My  lord  and  lady  Cartin' 
are  both  satisfied  with  the  disposal  of  their  dau^i  v 
in  so  advantageous  a  station.  Common  report  wrou" 
my  lord  Weymoutli,  for  which  reason,  as  I  us  t* 
friend,  I  must  tell  you  hitf  good  qualities:  bv:  ^^ 
honour  and  good-nature,  and  does  not  wMki  for  tfi)«<  • 
he  loves  the  country,  and  inclines  a  little  toooB-^ 
to  his  stable  and  dog-kennel,  but  he  keeps  i^'-'^ 
hospitable,  good  house,  and  is  always  ready  to  rriii  v 
those  in  distress ;  his  lady  Dr.  Delany  can  gir^  }<* 
a  character  of,  and  is  what  I  believe  you  will  spf  r  "^ 
of.     I   came  from  Longleat  last  Saturday,  umI  ^"^ 
now  at  Gloucester  with  my  mother  and  tisier.    M> 
lord  Bathurst  was  here  about  a  fortnight  ago ;  1  ^•>' 
sorry,  to  miss  of  him ;  I  have  a  double  reasoa  i->^ 
liking  his  company.     He  has  made  me  prontx^ :' 
pay  him  a  visit  at  Oakley  Wood,  which  I  eertw^' 
vfiW.  do ;  I  shall  with  great  resignation  submit  to  ^:< 
punishment  you  convey  through  his  hands.    1  ^^ 
you  could  make  your  words  good,  and  that  I  vi»  > 
sorceress ;  I  should  then  set  all  my  charms  (o  vc:^ 
to  bring  you  to  England,  and  should  expect  a  c^-u*  "^ 
thanksgiving  for  employing  my  spells  tosofrui^ 
purpose.     The  syren  has  lately  been  at  Oiibni :  «'<r 
parted  very  unwillingly ;  she  is  extremely  oUi«w  '^ 
you  for  remembering  her  so  fitvourahly.    I  so  s*** 
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Mr.  Donnellan  pleases  you ;  I  know  he  has  a  high 
lalue  for  you,  and  I  agree  with  you  in  thinking 
him  a  most  deserring  young  man.  My  lord  Lans- 
doit'n  is  much  at  your  service,  laments  the  days  that 
arr  past,  and  we  constantly  drink  your  health  in 
ctiampagne,  clear  as  your  thoughts,  sparkling  as  your 
wit.  Lord  and  lady  Carteret  and  my  lady  Worsley 
lU  talk  kindly  of  you,  and  join  their  wishes  to  mine 
for  }our  coming  among  us.  I  request  it  of  you  to 
make  my  humble  serTice  acceptable  to  those  friends 
of  yours  that  are  so  good  as  to  remember  me.  I  am, 
lir,  }our  most  obliged  and  faitliful  humble  serrant, 

M.  Pbndarves. 
Be  pleased  to  direct  for  me  at  Mrs.  Granville's, 
Gloucester. 


TO  DR.  JOHN  STERNE,  BISHOP  OF  CLOGHER. 

July.  1733. 
My  Lohd, — I  have  been  often  told  by  some  of  our 
rommon  acquaintance  that  you  have  sometimes  ex- 
prosed  your  wonder  that  I  never  waited  on  you  for 
M):ne  years  past,  as  I  used  to  do  for  many  years  be- 
Forr ;  and  that  you  could  not  guess  the  reason,  be- 
cause, to  your  knowledge,  you  never  once  disobliged 
nc.    As  nothing  is  more  common  than  dropping 
irquaiutance  by  the  usual  occurrences  of  life,  with- 
)ut  any  fault  ou  either  side,  I  never  intended  to  say 
<r  Uiiiik  anything  of  the  matter  until  a  late  proceed- 
ne  of  yours,  which  no  way  relates  to  me,  put  me 
ipon  a  desire  of  finding  matter  to  justify  you  to  your 
Vionds  here,  as  well  as  to  myself;  because  I  always 
Kished  you  well,  and  because  I  have  been  more  than 
>un'  instrumental  to  your  service.     When  I  first 
"ame  acquainted  with  you  we  were  both  private 
'Ii^n^ymen  in  a  neighbourhood ;  you  were  afterwards 
ihanccllor  of  St  Patrick's;   then  was  chosen  dean, 
n  wliich  election  I  was  the  most  busy  of  all  your 
'oliciiorft.     When  the  compromise  was  made  be- 
Hicn  the  government  and  you  to  make  you  easy, 
iiid  Dr.  Synge  chancellor,  you  absolutely  and  fre- 
|uentl)  promised  to  give  me  the  curacy  of  St.  Nicholas 
Without ;    but  you  thought  fit,  by  concert  with  the 
irrhbJRhop,  to  hold  it  yourself,  and  apply  the  re- 
venue to  build  another  church ;  against  which  it  be- 
Time  me  to  say  nothing,  being  a  party  concerned 
tnd  injured  ;    although  it  was  generally  thought  by 
It  hers,  as  well  as  myself,  that  it  was  an  ill  and  dan- 
rerous  precedent  to  build  a  church  with  the  revenue 
^  the  minister.     I  desire  no  thanks  for  being  in* 
trumental    in    your  next  promotion,   because,   as 
HiniTS  then  stood,  I  consulted  my  own  advantage, 
jlowever,  upon  the  queen's  death,  when  I  had  done 
or  ever  with  courts,  1  returned  to  reside  at  my  post, 
H  with  some  kind  of  hopes  of  getting  some  credit 
«lth  you,  very  unwisely,  because,  upon  the  affair  of 
^t.  Nicholas,   I  had  told  you  frankly  that  I  would 
Iways  respect  you,  but  never  hope  for  the  least 
ticndsbip  from  you.    But  trying  to  forget  all  former 
rtutmcnt  I  came  like  others  to  your  house;   and 
ince  )ou  were  a  bishop  have  once  or  twice  recom- 
nended  persons  to  you  who  were  no  relstions  or 
riends  of  mine,  but  merely  for  their  general  good 
haracter,  which  availed  so  little  that  those  very  per- 
«>nft  had  the  greatest  share  of  your  neglect.     I  then 
riie  over  all  thoughts  of  being  instrumental  to  place 
nerit  and  virtue  under  your  protection  by  my  re- 
-nmmendations ;    and   as  I  was  ever  averse  from 
ningling  with  multitudes  aAd  strangers,  I  forbore 
ly  degreea  to  be  a  partaker  of  your  hospitality  rather 
hail  purchase  a  share  of  it  at  so  dear  a  rate.     This 
B  the  history  of  my  conduct  with  regard  to  your 
ordship ;  and  it  is  now  a  great  comfort  to  mc  that  I 
icted  in  this  manneri  for  otherwise,  when  those  two 


abominable  bills  for  enslaving  and  beggaring  the 
clergy  (which  took  their  birth  from  hell)  were  upon 
the  anvil,  if  I  had  found  your  lordship's  name  among 
the  bishops  who  would  have  turned  them  into  a  law, 
I  might  have  been  apt  to  discover  such  marks  of  in- 
dignation, horror,  and  despair,  both  in  words  and 
deportment,  as  would  have  ill  become  me  to  a  person 
of  your  station ;  for  I  call  God  to  witness  that  I  did 
then,  and  do  now,  and  shall  for  ever  firmly  believe, 
that  every  bishop  who  gave  his  vote  for  either  of 
these  bills  did  it  with  no  other  view  (bating  further 
promotion)  than  a  premeditated  design,  from  the 
spirit  of  ambition  and  love  of  arbitrary  power,  to 
make  the  whole  body  of  the  clergy  their  slaves  and 
vassals  until  the  day  of  judgment,  under  the  load  of 
poverty  and  contempt  I  have  no  room  for  more 
charitable  thoughts,  except  for  those  who  will  an- 
swer now,  as  they  must  at  that  dreadful  day,  that 
what  they  did  was  out  of  perfect  ignorance,  want  of 
consideration,  hope  of  future  promotion  (an  argu- 
ment not  to  be  conquered),  or  the  persuasion  of  cun- 
ninger  brethren  than  themselves,  when  I  saw  a 
bishop  whom  I  had  known  so  many  years  fall  into 
the  same  snare,  which  word  I  use  in  partiality  to 
your  lordship.  Upon  this  open  avowed  attempt  in 
almost  the  whole  bench  to  destroy  the  church,  1  re- 
solved to  have  no  more  commerce  with  persons  of 
such  prodigious  grandeur,  who,  I  feared,  in  a  little 
time,  would  expect  me  to  kiss  their  slipper.  It  is 
happy  for  me  that  I  know  the  persons  of  very  few 
bishops  ;  and  it  is  my  constant  rule  never  to  look 
into  a  coach ;  by  which  I  avoid  tlie  terror  that  such 
a  sight  would  strike  me  with. 

In  the  beginning  of  my  letter  I  told  your  lordship 
of  a  desire  to  know  the  particulars  of  a  late  proceed- 
ing, which  is  in  the  mouths  of  many  among  your  ac- 
quaintance ;  from  some  of  whom  I  received  the  fol- 
lowing account :  That  you  have  the  great  tithes  of 
two  livings  in  your  diocese,  which  were  left  to  some 
fanatic  knight  whose  name  I  forget  It  seems  you 
felt  the  beginning  of  a  good  motion  in  yourself, 
which  was  to  give  up  those  tithes  to  the  two  incum- 
bents (the  fanatic's  lease  being  near  out),  either  for 
a  very  small  reserved  rent,  or  entirely,  provided  you 
could  do  so  without  lessening  the  revenue  of  the 
see.  And  the  condition  was  that  your  tenanU 
among  them  should  raise  the  rents  one  hundred  and 
fifty  pounds,  which  was  what  the  fanatic  paid  you 
for  both  the  said  parishes.  It  is  affirmed  that  sir 
Ralph  Gore,  one  of  your  tenants,  much  approving 
so  generous  a  proposal,  engaged  to  prevail  on  the 
tenanU  to  agree,  and  offered  a  large  advancement 
of  his  own  part.  The  matter  was  thus  fixed  when 
suddenly  you  changed  your  mind,  and  renewed  the 
lease  to  the  same  fanatic  for  three  hundred  pounds 
fine.  The  reasons  of  this  singular  action  are  said  to 
be  two :  the  first  is,  that  you  declared  you  wanted 
power  to  resist  the  temptation  of  such  a  fine ;  the 
other,  that  you  were  dissuaded  from  it  by  some  of 
your  brethren  as  an  example  very  dangerous,  and  of 
ill  consequence  if  it  should  be  followed  by  others. 
This  last  I  do  not  in  the  least  wonder  at,  because 
such  advice  is  of  the  same  leaven  with  the  two  en- 
slaving and  beggaring  bills.  I  profess  to  your  lord- 
ship that  I  have  no  other  motive  in  desiring  to  be 
satisfied  upon  this  point  tlian  a  resolution  to  justify 
you  to  the  world  as  far  as  the  truth  will  give  me 
power.    1  ATOt  &c. 

TO  MRS.  C.«SAR. 
Madam,— Among  a  few  little  vexations,  such  as  beg- 
gary, slavery,  corruption,  ignorance,  ■  ^^. 
faction,  oppression,  and  some  other 
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nature,  that  we  philosophers  ought  to  despise,  two 
or  three  ladies  of  long  acquaintance,  and  at  a  great 
distance,  are  still  so  kind  as  to  remember  me  ;  and 
I  was  always  proud  and  pleased  to  a  great  degree 
that  you  happened  to  be  one,  since  constancy  is,  I 
think,  at  least  as  seldom  found  in  friendship  as  in 
love.  Mrs.  Barber,  when  I  see  her,  is  always  tell- 
ing me  wonders  of  the  continual  fayours  you  have 
conferred  on  her,  and  that,  ^Tithout  your  interpo- 
sition,  the  success  of  her  errand  would  have  been 
hardly  worth  the  journey  ;  and  I  must  bear  the  load 
of  this  obligation  without  the  least  possibility  of  ever 
returning  it,  otherwise  than  my  best  wishes  for  the 
prosperity  and  health  of  you  and  your  family ;  for  in 
spite  of  all  your  good  words  I  am  the  most  insig- 
nificant man  of  this  roost  insignificant  country.  I 
have  been  tied  by  the  leg  (without  being  married) 
for  ten  months  past,  by  an  unlucky  strain,  which 
prevented  the  honour  and  happiness  I  proposed  to 
myself  of  waiting  an  you  often  during  this  last  sum- 
mer ;  and  another  year  at  my  period  of  life  is  like 
an  inch  in  a  man's  nose ;  yet  I  flatter  myself  that 
next  spring  1  may  take  one  voyage  more,  when  you 
will  see  me  altered  in  every  disposition  of  body  and 
mind,  except  in  my  respects  for  you  and  all  that 
belong  to  you.  There  is  one  part  of  Mr.  Pope's 
compliment  which  1  cannot  miU&e  you,  for  I  could 
not  with  the  strictest  search  find  one  letter  too  many 
in  any  of  your  words,  although  1  found  a  thousand 
words  too  few  in  your  letter ;  therefore  I  accepted 
and  understood  it  only  as  a  billet  just  written,  while 
Mrs.  Barber  stood  by  in  her  hood  and  scarf,  just 
ready  to  take  her  leave  and  begin  her  journey,  and 
what  is  worse,  1  suspect  that  she  was  forced  to  so- 
licit you  long  because  she  wanted  a  certificate  under 
your  hand  to  convince  me  that  she  was  not  an  im- 
postor. 

I  will  not  say  one  word  in  Mrs.  Barber's  behalf, 
for  she  will  ahvays  continue  to  deserve  your  protec- 
tion, and  therefore  she  may  be  sure  you  will  always 
continue  to  give  it  her. 

I  hope  Mr.  Csesar  is  in  good  health,  and  desire  he 
will  accept  the  offer  of  my  most  humble  service,  with 
my  hearty  wishes  for  your  whole  family.  I  am,  with 
true  respect,  madam,  your  roost  obedient  and  most 
humble  servant,  Jonathan  Swift. 


TO  MRS.  CAESAR. 

Dublin,  July  SO.  173S. 
Madam, — ^I  could  not  let  Mrs.  Barber  leave  us  for 
good  and  all  without  honouring  her  with  the  car- 
riage of  a  letter  from  your  old  humble  and  constant 
lover ;  she  hath  been  afflicted  with  so  many  repe- 
titions of  the  gout  that  her  limbs  are  much  weakened 
and  her  spirits  sunk ;  neither  can  I  well  blame  her, 
considering  her  grand  affair  of  subscriptions  must 
needs  have  slackened  in  her  absence.  Neither  could 
she  be  in  much  disposition  to  increase  her  volumes, 
for  health  and  good-humour  are  two  ingredients  ab- 
solutely necessary  in  the  poetical  trade ;  but  I  hope 
your  countenance  and  protection  will  recover  her 
spirits,  and  her  hopes,  and  her  genius.  1  imagine 
she  looks  on  you  as  her  chief  patroness ;  because,  al- 
though she  be  abundantly  grateful  to  all  her  pro- 
tectors, yet  I  observe  your  name  most  often  in  her 
mouth.  I  wish  it  were  in  my  power  to  take  the 
same  journey ;  but  neither  my  health  nor  the  bad 
state  of  my  private  affairs  will  give  me  power  or 
leave ;  I  cannot  make  shift  nor  bear  fatigue  as  I 
iiflArl  to  do.  To  live  in  England  half  as  tolerably  as 
're  would  ruin  me.  1  must  have  two  servants 
?e  horses,  and  dare  drink  nothing  but  wine|; 
ragged  church-rents  would  never  be  paid  in 


my  absence.  My  lord  Bolingbroke  and  Hi.  Fopi 
press  me  with  many  kind  invitations;  but  the  ioms 
is  too  much  a  philosopher;  he  dines  at  six  io  tlx 
evening,  after  studying  all  the  morning  until  the 
afternoon ;  and  when  he  hath  dined  to  his  stadWi 
again.  Mr.  Pope  can  neither  eat  nor  drink,  lo? es  is 
be  alone,  and  hath  always  some  poetical  icheme  ia 
his  head.  Thus  the  two  best  compaoioDt  and 
friends  I  ever  had  have  utterly  disqualified  tltfa. 
selves  for  my  conversation  and  my  way  of  Utu^ 
Mr.  Pope,  who  had  ott&i  promised  to  pass  s  ivaaatt 
season  with  me  here  if  he  outlived  his  mother,  ioc£> 
after  death'  waived  the  fairest  opportunity  of  per- 
forming  his  promise  two  mouths  ago,  of  comiiigcTeT 
with  ease,  and  in  company  of  dean  Cotterpl  and  to 
sister ;  he  said  we  should  kiU  him  with  eatin;  taA 
drinking.  I  had  a  very  convenient  apartmeMk 
him  in  the  deanery-house ;  he  would  have  ail  the 
civilities  of  this  town ;  and  Mrs.  Barber  will  ti-ll  yt^ 
that  we  never  want  a  dozen  or  more  of  very  nlwl^ 
persons,  and  of  both  sexes,  with  whom  to  couunr; 
I  chid  him  soundly  in  my  last  letter  for  his  Kint  J 
friendship  or  resolution.  You  see,  madam,  I  c 
full  of  talk,  but  you  are  to  blame,  for  I  imagint?  sy 
self  in  your  company,  which  is  indeed  no  great  wo* 
pliment ;  and,  upon  second  thoughts,  it  is  not  tr?, 
for  I  should  be  much  better  pleased  to  be  \<x: 
hearcj".  However,  I  should  certainly  ask  jou  i 
thousand  questions  concerning  yourself  and  Mr. 
Cesar  and  your  whole  family.  1  have  rectived  < 
much  friendship  and  so  many  civilities  from  r^ 
both  that  I  shall  ever  own  my  obligations,  wbi 
are  much  increased  by  Mrs.  Barber's  feeding  d; 
vanity  with  telling  me  that  you  did  not  receiteber 
worse  for  her  being  recommended  by  me ;  yet  I  nc- 
fess  her  expressions  were  in  somewhat  slroo^r 
terms.  Pray  God  bless  you  and  your  familj-  I 
desire  you  will  present  my  most  humble  «eni«  ^ 
Mr,  Cssar.  I  am,  with  the  greatest  respect,  maim 
your  most  obedient  and  most  obliged  humWe  stf' 
vant,  Jonathan  S^irr. 

TO  THE  RIGHT  HON.  JOHN  BARBER, 

Lord-mayor  of  London. 

Joly.n 

My  Lord, — Although  I  never  read  news  1  oJ^ 

hear  of  your  lordship's  actions  and  speeches,  ps-'- 

ticularly  your  and  the  city  address  to  the  hoa«  '^ 

commons  for  throwing  out  that  execrable  bfli '' 

excise,  and  your  defence  of  the  city  in  the  ac^ff 

you  gave  to  the  recorder  on  the  sulgect  of  riots.  1 

hope   you  will  always  remember;  that  you  ^^ 

these  honest  principles  under  an  honest  mJci^^* 

and  in  what  has  been  since  called  the  worst  of  ^^ 

which  I  pray  God  we  might  live  to  see  sgtin.  ^ 

friend  Mrs.  Barber  is  recovering  of  her  gout,  aw 

intends  in  a  few  weeks  to  return  to  London.   ^} 

lord  Orrery,  although  almost  a  stranger  to  her,  a» 

very  much  embroiled  in  his  afiairs  by  a  most  Tilia- 

ous  agent,  has  been  extremely  generous  to  hfr  s 

easing  her  of  one  part  of  her  load;  and  I  hopet^ 

the  success  of  her  poems  she  will  be  made  iolmlh 

easy  and  independent,  as  she  \vell  deserves  for «" 

virtue  and  good  sense.     My  lord  Orreir  is  the  (if- 

light  of  us  all.    But  we  wish  him  hanged  for  conus? 

among  us  since  he  cannot  stay  with  us.   Yourcb«r 

lain  writes  to  me  very  seldom,  and  I  ncva-ctn  f» 

him  to  answer  me  how  he  lives ;   I  gave  him  cw^ 

upon  a  friend  in  Irondon  for  any  small  wjni  « 

money,  which  I  find  he  has  received  inoit  of;  » 

that  I  am  afraid  his  salarj',  perquisites,  or  f«>  f 

whatever  else  he  is  to  live  by,  is  not  to  come  in  ^ 

the  end  of  his  office.    I  hope  he  continnei  to  be»" 

himself  well;  and  indeed  I  think  himanirnls- 
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tble  youni^  man.  As  to  m  jMlf,  my  priTate  afiairt 
ire  in  so  ill  a  posture,  and  my  head  so  disordered  by 
eturns  of  my  old  giddinesSi  that  I  cannot  yet  Ten- 
ure to  take  those  journeys  that  I  used  to  make  no- 
bing  of,  and  God  knows  whether  I  shall  be  able  to 
line  with  your  lordship  in  your  mayoralty.  Doctor 
tetany  lives  Tery  happy  and  hospitably,  entertains 
>t«  old  friends,  and  has  nothing  to  fight  with  but 
nry,  which  he  despises,  and  does  not  in  the  least 
ie»erre,  but  by  those  from  whom  it  is  a  blessing.  I 
bijik  I  have  named  all  your  acquaintance  here ;  and 

{^resume  you  will  hardly  trouble  yourself  to  ac- 
juire  more. 

Your  lordship  hath  now  got  oTer  more  than  half 
oar  difficulties.  I  doubt  not  but  you  will  finish 
he  rest  with  equal  reputation,  so  that  the  year  of 
our  mayoralty  will  be  long  remembered  with 
lonour. 

1  must  desire  leave  to  tell  your  lordship  that  I 
lave  not  known  a  more  bashful,  modest  person  than 
kirs.  Barber,  nor  one  who  is  less  likely  to  ply  her 
ricnds,  patrons,  or  protectors,  for  any  favour,  or  is 
nure  thankful  for  the  smallest.  Therefore  I  hope 
ou  will  continue  to  do  her  any  good  office  that  lies 
Q  }our  way  without  trouble  to  yourself.  And 
iinoog  other  things  I  desire  you  will  advise  her  to  be 
Dore  thrifty ;  for  ahe  carries  her  liberality  as  much 
•K>  high  as  our  friend  sir  Gilbert  did  his  avarice.  I 
liought  I  did  a  fine  thing  to  subscribe  for  ten  copies 
)f  her  poems ;  and  she  contrived  to  send  mc  pre- 
enu  that,  in  my  conscience,  are  worth  more  than 
he  money  I  subscribed. 

Having  not  heard  lately  of  your  being  ill,  I  hope 
'OU  have  recovered  your  health  entirely ;  and  I  pray 
iod  preserve  it.  I  am,  with  true  respect,  my  lord, 
lour  lordship's  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

JONATUAH    SWIPT. 


FROM  THE  LOKD-MAYOR  OP  LONDON. 

Ooldsmiths*  Hall.  August  6,  1733. 
WBi— I  thank  you  heartily  for  your  kind  and  affec- 
ionatc  letter,  and  I  beg  your  pardon  for  not  answer- 
n?  it  sooner. 

1  agree  with  you  that  I  had  the  happiness  of  leam- 
Dif  honest  principles  early  from  a  set  of  great  men, 
J'no  will  ever  be  an  honour  and  an  ornament  to 
^nr  country ;  and  it  is  my  greatest  glory  that  in 
he  late  affiiir  of  the  excise-bill  (though  I  did  no- 
hing  but  my  duty,  and  what  every  honest  man  in 
ny  *talion  would  have  done)  I  acted  consistent 
vith  those  honest  principles,  and  that  my  enemies 
«  well  as  friends  have  generally  approved  my  con- 
•«ct.  And  believe  me,  sir,  I  speak  it  with  great 
Uicerity,  that,  when  I  consider  how  sparingly  you 
md  some  other  friends  have  ever  been  of  your 
Jraiie*,  your  approbation  afibrds  mc  the  greatest 
deaiure  imaginable,  as  it  gives  me  that  inwsjtl 
^ce  of  mind  which  the  whole  world  could  not 
Jttrchase. 

My  lord  Orrery's  amiable  qualities  must  make  him 
^e  delight  of  all  with  you,  as  be  is  truly  so  with  us ; 
«»d  when  he  comes  over  •*  your  loss  will  be  our 
?*>n."  as  the  proverb  savs. 

1  know  nothing  of  Mr.  Pilkington's  affairs  or  ex- 
[J^nwa ;  what  the  city  allows  him  U  never  paid  UU 
Loc  end  of  the  year;  I  have  presented  him,  at  twice, 
Wjlh  forty  pounds,  which  I  design  to  make  fifty; 
^'hich  sum  has  but  one  precedent;  generally  they 
^^▼e  but  thirty  of  the  mayor.  His  behaviour  is  very 
«yt'il,  and  he  is  generally  esteemed. 
,  I  shaU  have  great  regard  to  your  recommendations 
»n  lavour  of  Mrs.  Barber,  and  shall  not  fail  of  doing 
Qcr  any  service  in  my  power.     I  have  been  thought 


to  be  a  lucky  man ;  but  this  year  fortune  has  been 
my  foe,  for  I  have  had  no  death  happened  in  my 
year  (a  fiddler  excepted)  yet,  nor  have  made  500/. 
in  alL     But  my  friends  say  it  is  made  up  in  fame. 

I  am  very  sorry  your  ill  health  continues ;  for  I 
flattered  myself  with  being  very  happy  with  you  and 
some  friends,  on  the  important  subject  of  the  Cap  of 
Maintenance,  Custard,  the  Sword,  and  many  other 
laudable  things  in  the  lord-mayor's  house :  and  yet 
I  hope  to  have  that  felicity,  for  there  are  three 
months  to  come,  and  who  knows  what  may  happen 
in  that  time  t  Nay,  I  do  not  despair  of  seeing  you 
settled  with  your  friends  here  before  we  are  many 
years  older.  Do  not  start!  stranger  things  have 
happened  very  lately. 

I  was  lately  honoured  at  dinner  with  the  lords 
Bolingbroke,  Carteret,  Winchelsea,-Gower,  and  Mr. 
Pulteney ;  and  among  other  things  your  name  was 
mentioned,  and  lord  Carteret  instantly  toasted  your 
health ;  and  you  were  the  subject  of  conversation 
for  an  hour.  I  showed  them  your  letter.  I  dare 
not  mention  what  passed,  because  I  know  I  shall 
offend  your  modesty ;  only  one  thing  I  will  venture 
to  repeat,  *<  that  they  all  swore  that  if  ever  the  wind 
should  change  they  would  not  long  be  deprived  of 
the  greatest  genius  of  the  age."  The  conversation 
turning  on  another  subject,  lord  Carteret  pulled  mft. 
to  the  window,  and  bade  me  tell  you  that  he  loved 
and  honoured  you,  and  so  you  sbould  find  on  all 
occasions,  and  that  he  toasted  your  health.  This  is 
literally  true,  upon  the  honour  of  a  ' 

I  dined  yesterday  with  lord  Bolingbroke  only :  ho 
complains  you  do  not  write  to  him :  he  is  welL 

They  say  you  are  making  interest  for  my  brother 
of  Dublin  to  be  member  of  parliament ;  pray  coma 
over  and  do  the  same  for  me,  and  have  the  credit  of 
both.  My  brother  behaves  himself  well,  I  hear ;  if 
it  is  proper,  my  service  to  him. 

What  you  tell  Mr.  FUkington  of  my  speaking  dis* 
respectfully  of  the  Irish  is  fidse  and  scandalous :  I 
never  used  such  an  expression  in  my  life ;  I  appeal 
to  all  my  acquaintance.    I  love  the  Irish. 

Pray  God  restore  your  health ;  and  believe  me 
always,  with  gratitude,  your  most  obedient  humble 
servant,  John  BABBim.   . 


FROM  MISS  KELLY. 

lioadon,  August  IS,  17S3. 
I  AH  truly  sorry,  my  dear  sir,  that  I  have  not  heard 
from  you  so  long;  but  am  much  more  concerned 
with  Barber's  account  of  your  being  not  as  well  as 
I  wish  you.  For  God's  sake  try  the  change  of  air, 
and  let  not  any  other  attachment  than  your  health 
employ  your  thoughts.  Consider  how  dear  you  are 
to  your  friends ;  but  if  that  wont  do  let  the  detesta- 
tion you  must  feel  from  giving  pleasure  to  the  un- 
worthy make  you  careful  of  yourself.  Indeed  I' 
should  be  glad  to  make  you  sensible  that  you  are 
valued  by  all  that  have  a  taste  for  merit ;  and  I 
should  be  very  much  ])leased  if  you  would  think  vou 
owe  BO  much  to  them  that  you  would,  for  their  sakes, 
preserve  yourself.  Believe  me,  sir,  illness  is  not  to 
be  trifled  with :  I  can  speak  on  this  subject  as  an 
experienced  person ;  and  I  earnestly  entreat  you  to 
take  remedies  in  time.  Forgive  my  impertinence, 
and  be  assured  that  none  is  more  truly  zealous  for 
your  welfare  than  your  F.  A.  Kelly. 


;to  the  earl  of  orrery. 

Dublin,  AuRttflk  SO.  17S9. 
My  Loan,—!   lately  receited  a  letter  from   Mrs. 
Barber,  wherein  she  desires  my  opinion  about  dedi- 
cating her  poems  to  your  lordship ;  and  seems  in 
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pain  to  know  how  far  she  may  be  allowed  to  draw 
your  character,  which  is  a  right  claimed  by  all  dedi- 
cators ;  and  she  thinks  this  the  more  incumbent  on 
her  from  the  surprising  instances  of  your  generosity 
and  favour  that  she  has  already  received,  and  which 
she  has  been  so  unfashionable  to  publish  wherever 
she  goes.  This  makes  her  apprehend  that  all  she 
can  say  to  your  lordship's  advantage  will  be  inter- 
preted as  the  mere  effect  of  flattery,  under  the  style 
and  title  of  gratitude. 

I  sent  her  word  that  I  could  be  of  no  service  to 
her  upon  this  article ;  yet  I  confess,  my  lord,  that 
all  those  who  are  thoroughly  acquainted  with  her 
will  impute  her  encomiums  to  a  sincere  but  over- 
flowing spirit  of  thankfulness,  as  well  as  to  the  hum* 
ble  opinion  she  has  of  herself :  although  the  world 
in  general  may  possibly  continue  In  its  usual  senti- 
ments, and  list  her  in  the  common  herd  of  dedi- 
cators. 

Therefore,  upon  the  most  mature  deliberation,  I 
concluded  that  the  office  of  setting  out  your  lord- 
ship's character  will  not  come  properly  from  her 
pen,  for  her  own  reasons :  I  mean  the  great  favours 
you  have  already  conferred  on  l>er ;  and  God  forbid 
that  your  chsracter  should  not  have  a  much  stronger 
support.  You  are  hourly  gaining  the  love,  esteem, 
and  respect  of  wise  and  good  men ;  and  in  due 
time,  if  Mrs.  Barber  can  have  but  a  little  patience, 
you  will  bring  them  all  over,  in  both  kingdoms,  to  a 
man  :  I  confess  the  number  is  not  great ;  but  that  is 
not  your  lordship's  fault,  and  therefore,  in  reason, 
you  ought  to  be  contented. 

I  guess  the  topics  she  intends  to  insist  on ;  your 
learning,  your  genius,  your  afiability,  generosity,  the 
love  you  bear  to  your  native  country,  and  your  com- 
passion for  this  ;  the  goodness  of  your  nature,  your 
humility,  modesty,  and  condescension;  your  most 
agreeable  conversation,  suited  to  all  tempers,  condi- 
tions, and  understandings :  perhaps  she  may  be  so 
weak  as  to  add  the  regularity  of  your  life ;  that  you 
believe  a  God  and  Providence  ;  that  you  are  a  Arm 
christian  according  to  the  doctrine  of  the  church 
established  in  both  kingdoms. 

These  and  other  topics  I  imagine  Mrs.  Barber 
designs  to  insist  on  in  the  dedication  of  her  poems 
to  your  lordship  ;  but  I  think  she  will  better  show 
her  prudence  by  omitting  them  all.  And  yet  my 
lord  I  cannot  disapprove  of  her  ambition,  so  justly 
placed  in  the  choice  of  a  patron ;  and  at  the  same 
time  declare  my  opinion  that  she  deserves  your  pro- 
tection on  account  of  her  wit  and  good  sense,  as  well 
as  of  her  humility,  her  gratitude,  and  many  other 
virtues.  I  have  read  most  of  her  poems ;  and  be- 
lieve your  lordship  will  observe  that  they  generally 
contain  something  new  and  useful,  tending  to  the 
reproof  of  some  vice  or  folly,  or  recommending  some 
virtue.  She  never  writes  on  a  subject  with  general 
unconnected  topics,  but  always  with  a  scheme  and 
method  driving  to  some  particular  end;  wherein 
many  writers  in  verse  and  of  some  distinction  are  so 
often  known  to  fail.  In  short,  slie  seems  to  have  a 
true  poetical  genius,  better  cultivated  than  could 
well  be  expected  either  from  her  sex  or  the  scene 
she  has  acted  in  as  the  wife  of  a  citizen ;  yet  I  am 
assured  that  no  woman  was  ever  more  useful  to  her 
husband  in  the  way  of  his  business.*  Poetry  has 
only  been  her  favourite  amusement ;  for  which  she 
has  one  qualification  that  I  wish  all  good  poets  pos- 
sessed a  share  of,  I  mean  that  she  is  ready  to  take 
advice,  and  submit  to  have  her  verses  corrected  by 
those  who  are  generally  allowed  to  be  the  best  judges. 

I  have  at  her  entreaty  sufiered  her  to  take  a  copy 

A  Her  husband  was  a  vrooUen-draper. 


of  this  letter,  and  given  her  the  liberty  to  mtke  h 
pubUc  ;  for  which  I  ought  to  desire  your  lotdship'i 
pardon :  but  she  was  of  opinion  it  might  do  her 
some  service,  and  therefore  I  complied.  I  im,  bit 
lord,  with  the  truest  ecteem  and  respect,  your  hii- 
ship's  moat  obedient  senraut,     Jonatju}!  Switt. 


TO  MRS.  D1NGLEY.« 

yfeAneadny,  Xn^^oA  S9.  ITU 
Ip  you  are'disposed  to  be  easy  and  cheerfrii,  I  wil 
send  something  for  dinner  to  your  lodgings,  and  m 
it  with  you  and  Mrs.  Ridgeway  ;*  with  a  bottfe  •■' 
wine,  and  bread.  Speak  freely,  and  send  roe  v<sd. 
But  Mrs.  Ridgev^ay  diall  take  aU  the  care  upon  b^r. 
If  you  do  like  this  proposal,  send  word.  I 
dine  a  little  after  two. 


FROM  MR.  1X)PE. 

September  ],  irti 
I  HAVE  every  day  wished  to  write  to  you  to  m : 
thousand  things  ;  and  yet  I  think  I  should  net  b^ 
writ  to  you  now  if  I  was  not  sick  of  writing  m;- 
thing,  sick  of  myself,  and  (what  is  worse)  sick  *' 
my  Mends  too.  The  world  is  become  too  boir  k 
me ;  everybody  is  so  concerned  for  the  public  H^ 
all  private  enjoyments  are  lost  or  disrelished  1 
write  more  to  show  you  I  am  tired  of  this  life  thai 
to  tell  you  anything  relating  to  it.  I  live  as  I  <li^»  i 
think  as  I  did,  I  love  you  as  I  did ;  but  all  tbe«e  r 
to  no  purpose :  the  world  will  not  live,  thick,  c* 
love  as  I  do.  I  am  troubled  for,  and  vexed  at,  all  c? 
friends  by  turns.  Here  are  some  whom  youltr. 
and  who  love  you  ;  yet  they  receive  no  proo6  of  thst 
affection  from  you,  and  they  give  none  of  itt- 
you.  There  is  a  great  gulf  between.  In  etneit,  I 
would  go  a  thousand  miles  by  land  to  see  vou,  he 
the  sea  I  di'ead.  My  ailments  are  such  that  I  rf^Q< 
believe  a  sea-sickness  (conaidering^  the  eppresslaD  >^ 
colical  pains  and  the  great  weakness  of  roj  bntri' 
would  kill  me ;  and  if  I  did  not  die  of  that,  I  o'jr 
of  the  excessive  eating  and  drinking  of  yovr  bu^ 
table  town,  and  the  excessive  flattery  of  yovi  vcf^ 
poetical  countr}\  I  hate  to  be  crammed  either  viy 
Let  your  hungry  poets  and  your  rhymioi;  p<^ 
digest  it,  I  cannot.  I  like  much  better  to  be  sbi9^ 
and  half-starved  than  to  be  so  overpraised  tnd  om- 
fed.  Drown  Ireland  !  for  having  caught  }ou  as* 
for  having  kept  you :  I  only  reserve  a  little  eha.*^} 

■  The  dean  uwd  constuitly  to  vidt  Mn.  Diaglvy :  bet  ia  «r 
s  iiMDncr  aa  to  prevent  her  ueing  at  any  eapenae  in  ]>io^>^ 
entertainments. 

*>  Mrs.  Dingley's  lodgings  were  in  Orailon-street.  D«bis.  *- 
the  honae  of  a  daughter  of  his  old  hoosekeepor,  Mn.  iirtv 
wile  to  an  idle  speudthrifl,  one  Ridgeway.  a  eabiMt-oakcr.  J>' 
the  relief  of  whon  necessities  she  was  once  about  vUi^'-' 
annuity  of  201.  a-yenr,  that  had  been  bequeathed  tohai-a^^ 
by  her  late  mistr&is,  lady  Newtown.  The  dean,  uftm  Mr.v 
of  saeh  a  des^n,  commisented  her  case  and  paid  don  tbr«  s. 
agreed  for  as  Uie  purchase,  retaining  it  fai  his  own  pp«n;  ^^ 

Kid  the  annuity  to  her  every  year,  as  if  it  bad  hten  nx^'*^ 
>m  lady  Newtown's  executors  $  and  afterwaids  b«qi»«^  - 
to  her.  which  she  enjoyed  till  her  death,  which  happaoi  ^^'' 
16,  1774.    For  her  better  enconragemeut  to  lake  bmr  (^>  ^' 
dinary  care  of  him  in  that  illness  which  he  always  fltratH  » 
foresaw  as  plainly  as  he  would  a  coming  shower,  bf  H!  "^ 
100<.  more.    But,  to  bind  her  more  strongly  to  ber  <lot;  :<>  - 
after  he  had  settled  all  his  affairs  by  a  last  wiO.  be  »:»•  > 
bond  and  warrant  fur  a  further  sum  of  9WU. ;  obsenia^  ■>  f* 
same  time,  "It  may  be  the  jade  will  hereafter  dmmai  laar 
est  upon  this  haaA,  though  only  intended  as  aa  additioea]  1<^ 
cy."    Upon  which  she  declared  she  never  woald  do  «n>  '*' 
wondered  that  the  dean  could  suspect  her  of  it.    Hove^-  ^* 
ooniecture  provi^  true  in  the  end  :  for  die  aflenraid  iDtr»~ 
ried  with  an  avaricious  man,  one  Henry  Land  (vbcn  die  s^ 
had  formerly  anpointed  sexton  of  lib  cathodnl.  in  vhko '^^ 
he  had  acquirra  some  wealth),  who  penoadcd  her  la  !'("•' 
join  Mm  in  demanding  144/.  for  eight  yean'  inicR«t  dor  f  i> 
said  bend,  which  was  paid  along  with  the  prtadfal  b}  thr^ 
cutors :  Imt  she  generously  remitted  a  ioau]  part,  by^"!* 
benelkctiaa  to  tfw  dean's  hoapUal. 
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or  her  knowing  yonrTaloe  and  etteeming  you :  you 
ire  the  only  patriot  I  know  who  is  not  hated  for 
irrving  bis  country.  The  man  who  drew  your  cha- 
actcr  and  printed  it  here  was  not  much  in  the 
wroDfi:  in  many  thinga  he  said  of  you ;  yet  he  waa  a 
rerj  impertinent  fellow  for  aayiog  Uiem  in  word* 
)uiie  different  from  those  you  had  yourself  employed 
)efore  on  the  same  subject ;  for  surely  to  alter  your 
irorda  is  to  prejudice  them :  and  I  have  been  told 
hat  a  man  himself  can  hardly  say  the  same  thing 
wice  over  with  equal  happiness ;  nature  is  so  much 
1  better  thing  than  artifice. 

I  have  vmtten  nothing  this  year :  it  is  no  affecta- 
ion  to  tell  you  my  mother's  loss  has  turned  my 
nine  of  thinking.  The  habit  of  a  whole  life  is  a 
itroDger  thing  than  all  the  reason  in  the  world.  1 
(DOW  I  ought  to  be  easy  and  to  be  free  ;  but  I  am 
lejected,  I  am  confined :  my  whole  amusement  is 
Q  reTiewing  my  past  life,  not  in  laying  plans  for  my 
uture.  I  wish  you  cared  as  little  for  popular  ap- 
)lause  as  I ;  as  little  for  any  nation  in  contradistinc- 
ion  to  others  as  I ;  and  then  I  fancy  you  that  are 
lot  afraid  of  the  sea,  you  that  are  a  stronger  man  at 
uxt}-  than  ever  I  was  at  twenty,  would  come  and  see 
tereral  people  who  are  (at  last)  like  the  primitive 
hrittiaiis,  of  one  soul  and  of  one  mind.  The  day  is 
t>me  which  I  have  often  wished,  but  never  thought 
0  see ;  when  every  mortal  that  I  esteem  is  of  the 
auDc  sentiment  in  politics  and  in  religion. 

Adieu.  All  you  love  are  yours,  but  all  arc  busy, 
except,  dear  sir,  your  sincere  friend. 


FROM  MRS.  DONNELLAN. 

I<ondon,  S^pt«mber  t2,  17SS. 
iiit,— Knowing  your  great  esteem  and  tenderness 
or  MiHs  Kelly,  and  that  there  is  no  one  whom  she 
la^  so  high  an  opinion  of,  or  whose  advice  would 
•way  so  much  with  her,  I  cannot  forbear  letting  you 
uiow  my  thoughts  about  her  at  this  time;  that  I 
hink  she  v?ants  the  assistance  and  counsel  of  her 
Mst  and  wisest  friend.  As  she  has  been  so  good  to 
listinguish  me  among  her  female  acquaintance  and 

0  show  more  confidence  than  in  any  other,  I  think 

1  can  better  tell  her  mind ;  but  as  she  has  a  natural 
'loseneas  I  judge  chiefly  by  hints ;  for  I  believe  she 
Iocs  not  open  herself  entirely  to  any  one.  Her  health 
1  think  in  a  much  worse  way  than  when  she  came  to 
London :  she  has  still  a  slow  fever,  a  violent  cough, 
rreat  and  almost  continual  sickness  in  her  stomach,* 
Jid  added  to  all  these,  a  very  great  dejection  of 
pirit ;  which  last  I  cannot  but  tliink  proceeds  in  a 
rood  measure  from  discontent  and  uneasiness  of 
nind ;  and  the  physicians  are  of  the  same  opinion. 

have  endeavoured  by  all  the  means  I  could  think 
•r  to  find  out  the  cause,  hoping  that  if  it  were  kno^vn 
t  mii^ht  by  the  assistance  of  friends  be  remedied.  I 
aiow,  when  a  young  person  shows  any  discontent, 
N'oplr  are  apt  to  imagine  there  can  be  no  cause  for 
t  but  a  disappointment  in  love  ;  I  really  think  that 
"  not  Miss  Kelly's  case:  I  have  tried  her  to  the 
Utcrmost  oil  that  subject,  and  I  cannot  find  she  has 
oy  atta(*hment  to  any  particular  person,  but  that 
he  whole  world,  except  a  few  friends,  is  indifierent 
o  hcT :  but  what  I  take  her  present  uneasiness  to 
troreed  from  is  the  unkindncss  in  general  of  her 
parents,  and  the  fear  of  not  being  supported  by  her 
ather  in  the  way  she  likes,  and  as  her  present  bad 
tate  of  health  indeed  requires.  She  has  a  high 
pirit,  and  cannot  bear  to  be  obliged  to  her  friends, 
ltd  »he  has  not  been  much  used  to  management. 
Ui«!  it  here  in  a  very  expensive  ivay,  with  her  sick* 
if'M,  her  servants,  and  horses;  and  I  believe  she 

•  Mies  Kelly  died  the  last  week  la  October.  1733. 


would  be  greatly  mortified,  after  appearing  in  this 
manner,  to  be  obliged  to  fall  below  it ;  and  at  the 
same  time  she  has  reason  to  fear,  from  her  father's 
behaviour,  that  he  thinks  little  of  her,  and  will  not 
support  her  in  it :  she  has  not  heard  from  him  these 
two  months ;  and  the  letters  she  had  from  him  at 
Bristol  were  warning  her  not  to  marry  without  his 
consent,  enjoining  her  not  to  go  to  public  places, 
and  above  all,  to  spend  little  money ;  very  odd  sub- 
jects to  one  in  her  condition.  Now,  what  I  would 
beg  of  you,  sir,  is  to  endeavour  to  find  out  what  are 
his  resolutions  in  relation  to  her,  and,  if  there  be  any 
that  has  an  influence  over  him,  to  get  them  to  con- 
vince him  that  his  child's  life  is  in  the  greatest  dan- 
ger ;  and  then  perhaps  he  may  not  think  his  time 
and  money  ill  employed  to  save  it.  If  at  the  same 
time,  sir,  you  would  loin  your  good  advice  to  her,  I 
believe  it  might  be  of  great  use  either  to  make  her 
bear  with  less  uneasiness  the  ills  of  this  life,  or,  if  it 
please  God  to  take  her  from  us,  to  prepare  her  for 
another  and  a  better.  Her  humour  is  much  changed ; 
her  spirits  are  low ;  and  upon  every  little  disappoint- 
ment her  passions  rise  high:  you  know,  sir,  how 
best  to  apply  to  these.  8he  is  at  Hampstead  quite 
alone  ;  and  although  her  physicians  desire  much  she 
should  come  to  town,  she  cannot  be  prevailed  upon 
to  think  of  it;  she  desires  to  be  alone;  even  Mrs. 
Rooke  and  I,  whom  she  calls  her  best  friends,  are 
troublesome  to  her.  I  believe  I  need  not  tell  you, 
sir,  that  X  desire  this  letter  may  be  a  secret,  and 
especially  to  the  person  concerned.  If  you  have 
anything  to  tell  me  that  can  be  of  use  on  this  sub 
Ject,  and  will  honour  me  with  your  commands, 
direct  if  you  please  for  me,  under  cover  to  Mrs 
Anne  Shuttleworth,  at  Mr.  Jourdain's,  in  Conduit 
street.  I  should  beg  pardon,  sir,  for  troubling  you 
with  this  long  letter,  but  I  hope  my  friendship  to 
Miss  Kelly  will  be  my  excuse.  I  am  sorry  to  write 
on  so  melancholy  a  subject,  and  which  I  am  sure 
must  give  you  uneasiness ;  but  pleased  with  any  op- 
portunity of  assuring  you  that  I  am,  sir,  your  very 
great  admirer  and  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

Ammb  Doiimellak. 


FROM  MRS.  PENDARVES. 

Olouoraier,  October  M,  17;l3. 
Sir, — I  cannot  imagine  how  my  lord  Orrery  came 
by  my  last  letter  to  you  ;  I  believe  m>  good  genius 
conveyed  it  into  his  hands  to  make  it  of  more  con- 
sequence to  you :  if  it  had  that  efiect  I  wish  this 
may  meet  with  tlic  same  fortune. 

If  I  were  writing  to  a  common  correspondent,  I 
should  now  make  a  fine  flourish  to  excuse  myself 
for  not  sooner  acknowledging  the  favour  of  your 
letter ;  but  I  must  deal  plainly  with  you,  sir,  and  tell 
you  (now  do  not  be  angry )  that  tlie  fear  of  tiring 
you  stopped  my  hand.  I  value  your  correspondence 
so  highly  that  I  think  of  every  way  that  may  prc- 
sene  it,  and  one  is  not  to  be  too  troublesome. 

Now  I  cannot  guess  how  you  will  take  this  last 
paragraph ;  but  if  it  makes  me  appear  affected  or 
silly,  I  will  endeavour  not  to  offend  in  the  same 
manner  again.  Some  mortification  of  that  kind  is 
wanting  to  bring  me  to  myself:  your  ways  of  making 
compliments  are  dangerous  snares,  and  I  do  not 
know  how  to  guard  against  the  pleasure  they  bring : 
to  be  remembered  and  regretted  by  you  are  honours 
of  a  very  delicate  kind.  I  have  been  told  that  un- 
expected good  fortune  is  harder  to  bear  well  than 
adversity. 

The  cold  weather  I  suppose  has  gathered  together 
Dr.  Delany's  set :  the  next  time  you  meet  may  I  beg 
the  favour  to  make  my  compliments  acceptable  t  I 
recollect  no  entertainment  with  so  much  pleasure  as 
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what  I  receivefl  from  that  company ;  it  faai  made  me 
very  sincerely  lament  the  many  hours  of  my  life  that 
I  haye  lost  in  insignificant  conrersation. 

I  am  yery  much  concerned  at  the  disorder  you 
complain  of.  I  hope  you  suhmit  to  take  proper  care 
of  yourself,  and  that  the  next  account  I  have  of  your 
health  will  he  more  to  my  satisfaction. 

A  few  days  hefore  I  had  your  last  letter  my  sister 
and  I  made  a  visit  to  my  lord  and  lady  Bathurst  at 
Cirencester.  Oakly-wood  joins  to  his  park ;  the 
grand  avenue  that  goes  from  his  house  through  his 
park  and  wood  is  live  miles  long ;  the  whole  con- 
tains 5000  acres.  We  stayed  there  a  day  and  a  half : 
the  wood  is  extremely  improved  since  you  saw  it ; 
and  when  the  whole  design  is  executed  it  will  he  one 
of  the  finest  places  in  England.  My  lord  Bathurst 
talked  with  great  delight  of  the  pleasure  you  once 
gave  him  hy  surprising  him  in  his  wood,  and  showed 
me  the  house  where  you  lodged.  It  has  heen  re- 
huilt ;  for  the  day  you  left  it  it  fell  to  the  ground  ; 
conscious  of  the  honour  it  had  received  hy  entertain- 
ing so  illustrious  a  guest,  it  hurst  with  pride.  My 
lord  Bathurst  has  greatly  improved  the  wood-house, 
which  you  may  rememher  hut  a  cottage  not  a  hit 
hetter  than  an  Irish  cahin.  It  is  now  a  venerable 
castle,  and  has  been  taken  hy  an  antiquarian  for 
one  of  king  Arthur's  **  with  thicket  overgrown,  gro- 
tesque and  wild."  I  endeavoured  to  sketch  it  out 
for  you,  but  I  have  not  skill  enough  to  do  it  justice. 
My  lord  Bathurst  was  in  great  spirits  ;  and  though 
surrounded  by  candidates  and  voters  against  next 
parliament,  made  himself  agreeable  in  spite  of  their 
clamour :  we  did  not  forget  to  talk  of  Naboth's  vine- 
yard^ and  Delville.^  I  have  not  seen  him  since, 
though  he  promised  to  return  my  visit. 

All  the'beau  monde  fiock  to  London  to  see  her 
royal  highness «  disposed  of;  while  I  prefer  paying 
my  duty  to  my  mother,  and  the  conversation  of  a 
country  girl,  my  sister,  to  all  the  pomp  and  splen- 
dour of  the  court.  Is  this  virtue  or  stupidity  1  If  I 
can  help  it  I  will  not  go  to  town  till  after  Christmas. 
I  shall  spend  one  month  in  my  way  to  London  at 
Longleat :'  I  hear  that  the  young  people  there  are 
very  happy. 

It  is  a  little  unreasonable  for  me  to  begin  a  fourth 
page ;  but  it  is  a  hard  task  to  retire  from  the  com- 
pany one  likes  best.  I  am,  sir,  your  most  obliged 
and  faithful  humble  servant,  M.  FEMDAityES. 


fbjOM  the  duchess  of  QXTEENSBERRY. 

Ameshury,  November  3,  1733. 
Dear  Sir, — I  was  mightily  pleased  to  receive  a  let- 
ter from  you  last  post ;  yet  I  am  so  ungrateful  I  will 
not  thank  you  for  it,  and  it  may  be  you  do  not  de- 
serve it.  The  crudest  revenge  that  one  can  possibly 
infiict  (without  hurting  oneself)  is  that  of  being 
doubly  diligent  to  those  who  neglect  one,  in  order  to 
shock  them  into  better  behaviour.  As  I  have  tried 
this  trick  mj'self,  and  that  strong  appearances  are 
against  me,  I  must  defend  myself,  and  then  you  will 
own  I  do  not  quite  deserve  chastisement. 

The  post  before  I  left  this  place  I  received  a  letter 
from  you,  which  I  designed  to  have  answered  before 
I  left  London  and  England ;  but  was  hindered  from 
both  for  some  time  by  an  express  which  hurried  us 
down  to  Winchester  school,  to  take  care  of  our  little 
boy  there  who  was  violently  ill  of  a  fever.  From 
that  time  till  I  came  to  Spa  we  were  never  at  home ; 
and  as  soon  as  I  began  the  waters,  writing  could  not 

*  Naboth's  vinejard  belonged  to  Dr.  Swift. 

*  Dr.  Delany*s  beautifnl  villa,  near  Dublin. 
.' «  The  late  priiicaw  of  Orange. 

*  Wiltsliire,  the  luperb  seat  of  lord  Weymoath,  now  raar- 
"nis  of  Bath. 


be  done  with  my  bad  head.  Sinee  I  left  that  pkce 
and  grew  well,  I  have  been  stiU  upon  the  ramblf. 
After  all,  these  are  not  very  aabstantial  goodretioin; 
but  upon  my  word  I  did  design  it ;  in  oxder  to  which, 
two  days  ago  I  washed  the  mould  outof  my  inkhors 
put  fresh  ink  into  it,  and  promised  myidf  to  write 
to  you  this  very  post :  pleasing  myaeif  witli  tki 
fancy  that  this  would  reach  you  and  ooavinee  ^oi 
that  I  had  you  still  in  great  regard,  before  you  couU 
or  would  think  it  worth  your  while  to  pot  me  la 
mind  of  you.  I  could  not  fail  to  gain  credit  if  joj 
could  conceive  the  great  satis&ction  your  letten  pv* 
me.  I  have  seldom  met  with  any  half  so  «>nvets^. 
I  do  not  only  pity  but  grieve  at  those  complaints  po 
mention;  they  are  a  cruel  incumbrance  to  tdi 
Why  cannot  you  transfer  them  to  a  thousand  iiosi* 
mate  creatures  who  have  nothing  in  their  heads!  I 
was,  and  am,  really  sorry  that  yoa  could  not  go  witb 
us  to  the  Spa.  I  am  confident  it  must  have  dtcr 
you  good.  I  cannot  describe  the  vast  diflerenct  I 
felt  after  drinking  the  waters  a  week,  and  am  «tili 
much  better  than  I  ever  expected,  though  not  qtos/ 
free  of  the  complaints  in  my  head,  but  thej  in 
greatly  lessened. 

I  have  three  or  four  letters  to  write  thisveiyai^X 
so  have  not  time  to  think  of  answering  your  lettm. 
This  is  only  a  volunteer,  after  which  I  rosy  vhb 
greater  assurance  desire  you  to  believe  that  I  m, 
with  constancy,  regard,  and  respect,  yours,  &e. 

from;  CHARLES  FORD,  ESQ. 

Londoa,  Notcnbei  <,  ITS. 
I  HAD  the  favour  of  youi'  letter  in  Derbyshire,  fn» 
whence  I  came  last  week.  I  am  extremel)  cor- 
cemed  to  hear  the  ill  state  of  your  health.  1  w 
afraid  of  it  when  I  was  so  long  ivithout  the  plessort 
of  hearing  from  you.  Those  sort  of  diaorden  puzzle 
the  phyaicians  everywhere ;  and  they  are  mercikii 
dogs  in  purging  and  vomiting  to  no  purpose  irba 
they  do  not  know  what  to  do.  I  heartily  wish  toc 
would  try  the  Bath  waters,  which  are  allowed  to  be 
the  best  medicine  for  strengthening  the  stomKh; 
and  most  distempers  in  the  bead  proceed  bes 
thence.  Vomits  may  clean  a  foul  stomach,  but  tkr 
are  certainly  the  worst  things  that  can  be  Ibr  a  vok 
one. 

I  have  long  had  it  at  heart  to  see  your  worb  ec.- 
lected  and  published  with  care.  It  is  become  >^* 
solutely  necessary  ^since  that  jumble  with  Popr. 
&c.,  in  three  volumes,  which  put  me  in  a  rage  vbro* 
ever  I  meet  them,  I  know  no  reason  whv  at  ti:a 
distance  of  time  the  "  Examiners"  and  other  poliuii 
pamphlets  written  in  the  queen's  reign  mi^t  set  U 
inserted.'  I  doubt  you  have  heen  too  nq^Ugcoia 
keeping  copies ;  but  I  have  them  bound  up.  x^ 
most  of  them  single  besides.  I  lent  Mr.  Coihtttii^ 
paper  to  correct  his  **  Gulliver"  by;  and  itwaifriv 
it  that  I  mended  my  own.  There  is  every  tap-- 
alteration  from  the  original  copy ;  and  the  piiotpl 
book  abounds  with  all  those  errors  which  should  b« 
avoided  in  the  new  edition. 

In  my  book  the  blank  leaves  were  vrrong  pltc^ 
so  that  there  are  perpetual  references  backward  afi^ 
forward,  and  it  is  more  difficult  to  be  undentcc^' 
than  the  paper;  but  I  will  try  to  get  one  oftiic 
second  edition,  which  is  much  more  correct  tbut^' 
first,  and  transcribe  all  the  alterations  more  dearit. 
I  shall  be  at  a  loss  how  to  send  it  aftenrsitis,  nnlw 
I  am  directed  tu  somebody  that  is  going  to  Irtish- 
All  books  are  printed  here  by  subscription :  't(  (hen 
be  one  for  this,  I  beg  I  may  not  be  left  out  ^^• 
Crosthwaite  my  steward  will  pay  for  roe. 

The  dissenters  were  certainly  promised  thsi  tl« 
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test  nrt  should  be  repealed  this  session  in  Ireland  ;  I 
<!miuI(1  be  priad  to  know  whether  any  attempt  has 
been  or  it  to  be  made  towards  it ;  and  how  it  is  like 

to  PIKTPP(I. 

-  We  have  lost  Miss  Kelly,  who  they  say  was  de- 
ttroipd  by  the  ignorance  of  an  Irish  physician,  one 
(forman.  Doctor  Beaufort  was  sent  for  when  she 
na^  dying,  and  found  her  speechless  and  senseless. 

Our  late  lord^mayor  has  gone  through  his  year 
nith  a  most  universal  applause.  He  has  shown 
himself  to  have  the  best  understanding  of  any  man 
in  the  city,  and  gained  a  character,  which  he  wanted 
Irfore,  of  courage  and  honesty.  There  is  no  doubt 
<'f  his  being  chosen  member  of  parliament  for  the 
rify  at  the  next  election.  He  is  sometliing  the 
poorer  for  his  office ;  but  the  honour  he  has  got  by 
It  makes  him  ample  amends. 

For  God*s  sake  try  to  keep  up  your  spirits.  They 
have  hitherto  been  greater  iban  tmj  man's  I  have 
met,  and  it  is  better  to  preserve  them  even  with 
wine  than  to  let  them  sink.  Divert  yourself  with 
Mrs.  Worrall  at  backgammon.  Find  out  some  new 
roontry  to  travel  in :  anything  to  amuse.  Nothing 
ran  contribute  sooner  than  cheerfulness  to  your  re- 
rovery ;  which,  that  it  may  be  very  apeedy,  is  sin- 
cerely the  thing  in  the  world  most  wished  for  by 
four  ever  obliged,  &c. 


FROM  THE  DUCIIESS  OF  QUEKNSBERRY. 

Amesbur}-,  November  10,  1733. 
t>f  vR  Sib, — I  have  only  stayed  to  give  lime  for  my 
rttoT'i  getting  to  you.  There  is  some  satisfaction  in 
itting  down  to  write,  now  that  I  am  something  less 
n  jour  debt ;  I  mean  by  way  of  letter.  To  speak 
friously,  I  must  love  contradiction  more  than  ever 
vonian  did  if  I  did  not  obey  your  commands  ;  for  I 
lo  sincerely  take  great  pleasure  in  conversing  with 
nu.  If  you  have  heard  of  my  figure  abroad,  it  is 
10  more  than  I  have  done  on  both  sides  of  my  ears 
as  the  saying  is),  for  I  did  not  cut  and  curl  my  hair 
iie  a  sheep's  head,  or  wear  one  of  their  troUoping 
U'ks ;  and  by  so  not  doing  I  did  give  some  offence. 
•We  hare  seen  many  very  fine  towns,  and  trsTelled 
trough  good  roads  and  pleasant  countries.  I  like 
'landers  in  particular,  because  it  is  the  Ukest  to 
England.  The  inns  were  very  unlike  those  at  home, 
ping  much  cleaner  and  better  served ;  so  that  here 
rould  not  maintain  my  partiality  with  common 
iMice.  A  a  to  the  civilizing  any  of  that  nation,  it 
ould  employ  more  ill-spent  time  fruitlessly  than 
ly  one  has  to  spare ;  they  are  the  only  people  ,1 
rer  saw  that  were  quite  without  a  genius  to  be  civil 
hen  they  had  a  mind  to  be  so.  Will  you  eati 
ill  you  play  at  cards  t  are  literally  the  tip-lop  well- 
ed phrases  in  use.  The  French  people  we  met  are 
lite  of  another  turn,  polite  and  eas}* ;  one  is  the 
itural  consequence  or  the  other,  though  a  secret 
at  few  have  discovered.  I  can  bring  you  an  Irish 
itncHS  (if  that  be  suiBcient)  that  I  have  wished  for 
•u  many  times  durine  this  journey,  particularly  at 
la,  where  I  imagined  you  might  have  been  mend- 
I?  every  dav  as  fast  as  I  did ;  and  you  are  a  base 
in  to  say  that  any  such  impediment  as  you  men- 
incd  thwarted  your  journey ;  for  you  were  sure  of 
velcome  share  in  everything  we  had.  It  were  un- 
ce<*8ary  to  say  this  now,  if  we  had  no  thoughts  of 
er  going  again ;  but  it  is  what  I  am  strongly  ad- 
ed  to,  though  I  should  not  much  want  it,  and  I 
1  not  averse :  travelling  agrees  with  me,  and  makes 
>  ;;ood  humoured.  At  home  I  am  generally  more 
!t»  than  wise,  but  on  the  road  nothing  comes  amiss. 
Calais  we  were  windbound  four  or  five  days  and 
ras  very  well  contented ;  when  the  wind  changed 


I  was  delighted  to  go.  As'  impatience  is  generally 
I  my  reigning  distemper,  you  may  imagine  how  I 
must  be  alarmed  at  this  sudden  alteration,  till  I  hap- 
pily recollected  two  instances,  where  I  was  myself. 
The  one  at  Breda,  where  the  innkeeper  let  drop  ••  if 
you  mean  to  go"  an  hour  and  a  half  after  we  had 
told  him  fifty  times  that  we  positively  would  go  on. 
The  other  at  Amsterdam,  where  we  met  with  a  very 
incurious  gentleman,  who  affirmed  there  was  nothing 
worth  seeing ;  though,  besides  the  town,  which  far 
surpassed  my  imagination,  there  happened  to  be  a 
most  famous  fair.  It  is  long  since  those  two  verses 
of  Dryden's  "Cymon"  are  strictly  applicable  to  me  j— 

"  Her  eom  «ud  cattle  are  her  only  care. 
And  her  supreme  delight  a  country  fkir.** 

I  shall  forget  to  name  my  Irish  friend ;  it  is  Mr. 
Coote.  He  is  in  all  appearance  a  modest,  well-bred, 
splenetic,  good-natured  man.  I  had  then  one  of 
these  qualifications  more  than  was  pleasant,  and  so 
we  became  acquainted.  He  has  a  very  great  regard 
for  you,  sir ;  and  there  we  agreed  again.  We  were 
all  highly  pleased  with  him.  He  seems  to  have  a 
better  way  of  thinking  than  is  common,  and  not  to 
want  for  sense  or  good  humour.  I  tell  you  that  I  do 
not  use  exercise ;  designedly  never  eat  or  drink  what 
can  disagree  with  me,  but  am  no  more  certain  of  my 
stomach  than  of  my  mind;  at  sometimes  proof 
against  anything,  and  at  other  times  too  easily 
shocked ;  but  time  and  care  can  certainly  make  a 
strong  defence.  I  will  obey  your  commands,  and  so 
will  his  gracet  concerning  Mrs.  Barber,  as  soon  as  we 
come  to  London,  where  we  stayed  but  three  days. 
We  are  now  at  Amesbury ;  but  pray  direct  for  me  at 
London.  I  doubt  we  can  do  her  but  little  good ;  for 
as  to  my  part,  I  have  few  acquaintance  and  little  in- 
terest. I  will  believe  everything  you  say  of  her» 
though  I  have  hitherto  ever  had  a  natural  aversion 
to  a  poetess. 

I  am  come  almost  to  the  end  of  my  paper  before  I 
have  half  done  with  you.  It  was  a  rule  I  remember 
with  poor  Mr.  Gay  and  me  never  to  exceed  three 
pages.  I  long  to  hear  from  you,  that  I  may  have  an 
excuse  to  write  again ;  for  I  doubt  it  would  be  carry- 
ing the  joke  too  £r  to  trouble  you  too  often.  Adien, 
dear  sir ;  health  and  happiness  attend  you  ever. 

I  fear  I  have  written  so  very  ill  that  I  am  quite 
unintelligible.    His  grace  is  very  much  youn. 


FROM  MRS.   PRATT. 

London,  November  10,  1733. 
SiR,^Not  many  days  ago  I  had  the  pleasure  of  yours 
by  Mrs.  Barber,  whose  turn  seems  to  confirm  the 
good  impression  you  give  of  her.  I  want  not  more 
than  your  recommendation  to  engage  my  wishes  to 
serve  her,  and  also  my  endeavours,  if  anv  opportuity 
falls  in  my  way.  Are  there  no  hopes  of  seeing  you 
on  this  side  of  the  water  1  Cannot  the  great  number 
of  your  friends,  and  the  great  variety  of  conversation 
abounding  here,  be  some  kind  of  inducement  to  your 
coming  among  us  f  Is  not  Mr.  Pope  a  temptation  to 
one  of  your  distinction  to  draw  you  this  way  !  Even 
the  variety  of  people  in  this  great  city  might  contri- 
bute to  the  amusement  of  your  mind,  as  a  journey 
and  exercise  would  to  your  bodily  health.  I  would 
use  every  argument  I  could  think  of  to  invite  you 
hither,  and  consequently  to  preserve  a  life  so  bene- 
ficial to  the  public  and  so  dear  to  all  your  friends. 
You  have  a  spirit  that  should  pre^'ail  against  indo- 
lence, and  bring  you  into  a  part  of  the  world  which 
calls  aloud  for  your  talents.  This  winter  would  fiir- 
nish  you  with  many  opportunities  of  doing  great 
good,  as  well  as  making  a  sbiniog  figure,  whkh  re- 
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flection  gives  me  great  hopes  that  you  will  think  it 
a  reasonable  obligation  ;  as  in  that  case,  like  Pitt's 
diamond,  you  would  stand  alone.  I  wish  I  had  a 
house  in  some  measure  worthy  to  entertain  a  guest 
that  should  be  so  welcome  to  me.  You  surprise  me 
greatly  in  telling  me  that  my  lord  Shelbume  and  you 
have  not  met,  although  he  has  been  some  time  in 
Dublin  and  to  my  knowledge  is  one  of  your  great 
admirers.  Why  do  not  you  send  to  my  lord  Dun- 
kerin,  who  undoubtedly  wants  only  that  encourage- 
ment to  wait  upon  youl  You  see  I  want  none  to 
embrace  the  opportunity  of  assuring  you  that  I  am, 
with  great  esteem,  respect,  and  affection,  your  very 
obliged  and  most  humble  servant,  H.  Pratt. 

FROM  ALDERMAN  BARBER. 
(When  the  year  of  his  being  lord-mayor  had  expired.) 

I^ndon,  Novemljcr  17, 1733. 
As  I  have  now  got  rid  of  the  plague  of  grandeur, 
and  all  its  dependencies,  I  take  this  first  opportunity 
to  pay  my  respects  to  you,  sir,  which  I  beg  pardon 
for  not  doing  sooner.  The  transition  from  Gold- 
smiths'-hall"  to  Queen-square  is  hardly  credible ;  for 
in  one  view  to  imagine  the  constant  hurry,  noise,  and 
impertinence  I  lay  under  from  morning  till  night,  in 
opposition  to  the  peace,  the  quiet,  and  great  tranquil- 
lity I  feel  in  my  little  retirement,  makes  me  pity 
your  great  men,  who  certainly  must  be  strangers  to 
the  great  pleasure  I  now  enjoy. 

Before  I  left  my  office  I  took  care  to  do  Justice  to 
Mr.  Pilkington,  who  has  received  more  than  I  men- 
tioned, and  indeed  more  than  any  chaplain  ever  had 
before,  viz. : — 

Of  the  city.         £     »,    d. 
Salary       .        .        .        .        20    0    0 
Gratuity    .         .         .         .         25     0    0 
Gratuity  extraordinary      .        21     0    0 

£66    0    0 

From  my  lord- mayor  .         .         .         50    0     0 

Five  sermons  preached  before  the  mayor  10  0  0 
For  a  copy  of  one  sermon  printed       .  4    0    0 

£13U     0     U 

St.  Paul's  happened  to  be  shut  up  in  the  summer 
for  two  months,  when  the  mayor  went  on  Sundays 
to.' his  own  chapel  at  Guildhall,  and  his  chaplain  read 
prayers  for  eight  Sunday  mornings  only ;  for  which 
the  mayor  got  him  from  the  court  of  aldermen 
twenty  guineas. 

I  have  been  the  more  particular  in  this  account 
because  I  know  your  great  punctuality  in  things  of 
this  nature,  as  well  as  to  do  myself  justice.  How 
much  he  may  be  a  gainer  by  coming  over  I  cannot 
tell ;  but  if  he  had  pleased  to  have  lived  near  the 
hall,  as  he  might,  in  a  lodging  of  ten  or  twelve  pounds 
a-year,  he  need  not  have  kept  a  man  (for  I  had  more 
for  show  than  business),  nor  given  the  extravagant 
sum  of  thirty  pounds  a-year  for  lodgings ;  he  might 
have  saved  something  in  those  articles.  Had  he  lived 
in  the  city,  I  should  now  and  then  have  had  the 
favour  of  his  company  in  an  evening ;  but  his  living 
Irom  me  brought  him  into  company,  and  among  the 
rest  into  that  of  Mr.  Edward  Walpole,  from  whom 
he  has  great  dependencies. 

1  recommended  him  to  Mr.  alderman  Champion, 
who  got  the  primate's  wife's  brother  to  write  in  his 
iavour  to  the  primate.  And  he  talks  of  the  living 
of  Colerain's  being  vacant ;  if  it  be,  I  will  do  him 
what  service  1  can. 

Thus,  sir,  I  have  discharged  myself  of  the  duty 
Tou  laid  upon  me  in  relation  to  that  gentleman, 
which  I  hope  will  be  to  your  satisfaction  ;  for  I  will 

*  The  official  naidenc«  of  the  lonl-mayor  of  London. 


never  be  ungrateful,  (hough  I  have  met  with  it  fre- 
quently myself. 

All  your  friends  in  town  are  well  and  in  hisa 
spirits.  Lord  Boliugbroke  complains  you  do  not  ^n:« 
to  him.  Poor  Mrs.  Barber  has  the  gout,  but  U  better. 
It  was  a  great  mortification  to  me  that  yoo  did  11^4 
come  and  eat  some  custard ;  but  I  hope  your  bealili 
will  permit  your  coming  next  summer.  We  rejok* 
much  at  my  brother  French's  succen.  I  know  ;«a 
do  not  deal  in  news,  so  I  send  you  none.  Pray  Gc4 
continue  your  health,  and  believe  me  always*  '^^h 
tlie  greatest  sincerity,  sir,  your  most  obedient  aii4 
most  obliged  humble  servant,  John  Babbes. 

P.S.     Why  Mr.   Pilkington  should   send   hk  wife 

home  in  the  midstof  winter,  or  why  he  should  stiv 

here  an  hour  after  her,  are  questions  not  euii> 

answered.    1  am  not  of  his  council. 


FROM  THE  COUNTESS  GRANVILLE.* 

Havan,  November  27,  17-lL 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  received  the  honour  of  yourcti*- 
mands,  and  shall  obey  them ;  for  I  am  very  pmu<d  cp- 
your  remembrance.  I  do  not  know  we  ever  qiar- 
relled ;  but  if  we  did,  I  am  as  good  a  Christian  as  }» 
are,  in  perfect  charity  with  you.  My  son,  my  daoghUr, 
and  all  our  olive-branches  salute  you  most  tend«>rii. 
I  never  wished  so  much  as  I  do  now*that  1  wer 
bright  and  had  a  genius  which  could  entertaia  yvu 
in  return  for  the  many  excellent  things  that  enCfr- 
tain  me  daily,  which  I  read  over  and  over  with  &r^ 
delight.  Will  you  never  come  into  En^and,  oon 
make  Hawnes  your  road  ?  You  will  find  notfaus 
here  to  offend  you ;  for  I  am  a  hermit,  and  live  » 
my  chimney-comer,  and  have  no  ambition,  but  thii 
you  will  believe  I  am  the  charming  dean's  most  obe« 
dient  humble  servant,  Gra.nvijll£. 


FROM  MRS.  COKDUITT> 

George-rtreet,  November  S9.  ITT^. 
Sir, — jVI  rs.  Barber  did  not  deliver  your  letter  till  a£er 
the  intended  wedding  brought  me  hither.  She  has  a» 
much  a  better  title  to  the  favour  of  her  sex  thxa 
poetry  can  give  her,  as  truth  is  better  than  fictioT:. 
and  shall  have  my  best  assistance.  But  the  town  ba* 
been  so  long  invited  into  the  subscription  that  dkcs 
people  have  already  refused  or  accepted,  and  Mr. 
Conduitt  has  long  since  done  the  latter. 

1  should  have  guessed  your  holiness  wonld  rathfr 
have  laid  than  called  up  the  ghost  of  my  depart^ 
friendship,  which,  since  you  are  brave  enough  toisct, 
you  will  find  divested  of  every  terror  but  the  remarj«" 
that  you  were  abandoned  to  be  an  alien  to  votir 
friend[8,  your  country,  and  yourself.  Not  to  rec^ 
an  acquaintance  witli  one  who  can  twenty  yean  afrer 
remember  a  bare  intention  to  serve  him,  would  be  to 
throw  away  a  prize  1  am  not  now  able  to  re-purriuiie : 
therefore  when  you  return  to  England  I  shsJl  try  to 
excel  in  what  I  am  very  sorry  you  want,  a  nutw  ;  la 
the  mean  time  I  am  exercising  that  gift  to  prc5cnT 
one  who  is  your  devoted  admirer. 

Lord  Harvey  has  written  a  bitter  copy  of  Ten^ 
ufMn  Dr.  Sherwin  for  publishing  (as  it  b  said)  ^u* 
lordship's  epistle,  which  must  have  set  your  bxcthc 
Pope's  spirits  all  a-working. 

Thomson  is  far  advanced  in  a  poem  of  2000  lin'^ 
deducing  liberty  from  the  patriarchs  to  the  prc^c ' 
times,  which,  if  we  may  Judge  from  the  press,  £«  l.«>v 
in  full  vigour.  But  I  foi^t  I  am  writing  to  00' 
who  has  the  power  of  the  kej-s  of  Pamassin,  aad  t^*. 

*  Widow  and  relict  of  George  lord  Cartcxvt,  and  daarbttr  ^ 
John  GranviUc,  earl  of  Batli. 

i>  Thui  indoraod  by  the  dean :— >*'  My  old  friend  Mn.  B«4bb, 
now  Mrs.  Conduitt.*' 
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ifie  uil^  merit  nij  letltr  can  have  ii  bnrlty.  Fleue 
liicrdbre  to  f]*et  the  proBt  1  hid  in  jour  long  one 
W  ]Dur  fund  or  ehu-ily,  which  ciniec  no  iaiercili 
mil  la  tdJ  to  jour  pnj-cn  and  goadwiilio  noiruiii 
ihcQ  t  lins  la,  lir,  jour  obedient  humble  lerruit, 
C.  Gondii  [IT. 
Vn.  Duber,  nhom  I  h&d  lent  lo  dine  nilh  u>,  i*  in 

bed  with  the  gout  and  h»  not  yet  tent  me  ber 

ptopouli. 


tbeii  ralliea  than 

bieh  mty  be  Ihii 
inlj  j'oui  frienil, 
ATiUN  Swirr. 


U  CHARLES  C 


I,  nu. 


in,— Beiag  indebted  »olely  to  you  for  ■ 

lUp  irquniotancf    with   the  duke   and  ducbeH  of 

JueeDtberry  and  lODie  other  of  jour  friead*,  1  oiu|bt 

0  hove  ickDowledtted  it  before.  It  i>  >  eommou 
lUiiagem  of  mine,  tad  bu  slwaji  lucceeded,  to  giie 
liiiu  in  proper  ptaen  of  your  allowing  me  to  loiDe 
Ic^c  of  penoQBl  ■cquoinluicG  with  you,  uid  I  owe 
u  II  molt  of  the  ogrerible  houn  I  puted  at  Spa  Iliii 
luiniaer,  wiiere  they  were.  1  badilroIit(tempUtioui, 
iivcially  at  that  distance,  to  giie  mytelf  high  aire 
Im  Hiy ;  but  flnding  the  bare  menlion  of  my  baving  , 
iiTPo  retciYed  by  you  in  a  moat  obiiging  manner  f 
•u  enough  lo  do  my  butineu,  and  it  being  a  fact  [^ 
'oald  make  oatb  of,  I  kepi  wilhia  due  bounda.    Uerr 

timiind  Ihough  ahe  wen  not  the  handtomeat.  bar 
wiLOured  me  with  her  compiimcnti  to  you  with  !• 
»iikiiig-»lirk,  Ihe  manu&ctute  of  Spa,  where  alie 
ad  ii  made  for'you,  and  I  ought  to  hare  delisered 

1  luo  months  ago ;  aceidenit  prcTeoled  my  ieating 
iiiipluce,  and  it  i*  not  certain  wbeo  I  can  ;  lu  that 
I  mutt  lend  it  to  you  by  Ihe  flrat  proper  oppor- 
onity,  but  could  no  longer  delay  your  pleaaure  In 
inuuiiig  it.  and  ben  when  you  ahall  acknowledge 
'■  If  I  can  be  of  any  eort  of  aerrice  lo  you  on  Ihii 
ill*.  jiiHf  cominaiid-  will  find  me  at  St.  Jamea't 
'oH'i'i'huuae.     1  am,  air,  your  uimi  oblij^d,  humble 

<nnill,  CllAllLES    COOTK. 

FItUM  DR.  SHERIDAN,' 

Du>  Sib,— Youn  I  rccciTed,  and  if  it  waa  not  that 
I  hiTc  a  good  deal  of  company  lo  lup  at  my  house 
ifion  beef  griakiua  I  would  go  and  piay  a  game  of 
•ackgimmoQ  wilh  Mr.  WurraM'a  Ubiea,  and  be  after 
■inning  aome  of  Mn,  Wotniira  coin;  I  would  not 
car  lo  win  a  crown-piece  of  her  money  by  playing 
iriptnce  halfpenny  a  lime.  She  ia  a  very  good  body 
uul  one  (hat  1  have  a  great  value  for;  I  wiab  my 
pouM  were  but  half  aa  good  ;  but  of  thia  1  aliall  aay 
lolhing  more  till  meeting.  I  hope  my  gonip  De- 
mj'a  apouae  ia  upon  the  mending  hand,  for  they 
cU  me  ihe  ha»  been  lately  much  out  of  order.  She 
1  la  ipiod  a  nroman  aa  eter  breathed,  and  it  i*  a 
tioutand  pitiea  that  anything  ihould  ail  her.  Cod 
Moiighty  wiah  her  well,  for  I  am  lure  if  ihe  went 
iff  the  doctor  would  not  meet  with  her  fellow,  I 
lope  nothing  aili  her  but  a  bruah. 

To-morrow  I  eat  abit  with  Mr.  and  Mre.M'GwjTe: 
f  you  will  make  one,  you  will  get  aa  hearty  a  nel- 
Mue  aa  if  you  were  their  owti  father,  for  nobody 
>pi'iika  belter  of  you  than  they.  My  humble  service 
o  all  fricuda  anil  to  youraelf  ia  the  requcil  of  youra 
0  command,  Thaot  o  Sulivam, 

I  lodge  hard  by  the  ShoTel  in  Francii- street. 

TO  MRaPILKISOTCN. 


'of  thoa. 


hort  aighs  of 

'flection  bolh 

leprited  of  by  death,  and 

'panilcd  almotlaa  eler- 

to  thai  degree  that  it 


nhin 


la  your 


leby 


lokieller  on  whom  jou  pie 
.  There  ia  a  woman's  v 
certain  lord  ;  his  weaponi 
and  children  uae,  a  pin  to  i 


df  putt 
ofwhobidea 
and  tail  alirk 
irnl  franka  (■ 
Epialle  to  Lonl  Cobhai 
md  the  laat  "  Etiay 
111  be  ^n^lefui 


before 


le  which    , 


athnmei]  to  enter  the  liila  with  him,  and  attet  show- 
ing it  to  aome  people,  auppreieed  it ;  uthemise  it 
was  auch  a*  was  worthy  of  him  and  worthy  of  me. 
was  three  weeks  thia  autumn  wilh  lord  I'cler- 
irough,  who  rejoicea  in  your  doings  and  always 
speaks  with  (he  greateat  affection  of  you.  I  need  not 
tell  yon  who  else  do  the  same ;  you  may  be  sure 
almost  all  those  whom  I   exer  see  or  desire  to  see. 

I  wonder  not  Ihsl  B paid  you  no  sort  of  cvillty 

lile  he  was  in  Ireland  ;  he  ia  too  much  a  half-wit 

lore  a  true  wit,  and  too  much  half  honeatlo  eateem 

y  entire  merit.      I  hope  and  I  think  he  hates  ma 

1,  and  I  will  do  my  best  to  make  him ;  he  is  so 

lupportably  insolent  in  his  civility  lo  me  when  he 

wts  me  at  one  third  place  that  I  must  aSroni  him 

to   get  rid  of  it.     That  strlrl  neutrality  aa  to  pgtilie 

parties  which   I  haie  conslantiy  obserred  in  all  my 

writings  I  think  Ri«a  me  the  more  title  to  attack 

such   men  as  slander  and  belie  my  character  in  pri- 

nle  to  Ihose  who  know  me  nol.     Tet  eien  this  ia 

a  liberty  I  will  never  take  unless  at  Ihe  same  time 

they  are  pests  to  private  society  or  mischievous  mem* 

ben  of  Ihe  public,  that  is  to  say,  unless  they  am  ene- 

whenyouean  ;  if  ever  1  can  come  lo  you  1  will ;  if  not, 
may  Providence  be  ourfriend  and  our  guard  through 
this  simple  world,  where  nothing  is  valuable  but 
sense  and  frlendahlp.  Adieu,  dear  sir,  may  health 
attend  your  years,  and  then  may  many  years  be 
added  lo  you. 

lid  a  very  carious  lady  intends 


o  wiilc  I 


inlKr  Bleinui»,  Vvl,  I  |>,  II 
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flection  gives  me  great  hopes  that  you  will  think  it 
a  reasonable  obligation ;  as  in  that  case,  like  Pitt's 
diamond,  you  would  stand  alone.  I  wish  I  had  a 
house  in  some  measure  worthy  to  entertain  a  guest 
that  should  be  so  welcome  to  me.  You  surprise  me 
greatly  in  telling  me  that  my  lord  Shelbume  and  you 
have  not  met,  although  he  has  been  some  time  in 
Dublin  and  to  my  knowledge  is  one  of  your  great 
admirers.  Why  do  not  you  send  to  my  lord  Dun- 
kerin,  who  undoubtedly  wants  only  that  encourage- 
ment to  wait  upon  youl  You  see  I  want  none  to 
embrace  the  opportunity  of  assuring  you  that  I  am, 
with  great  esteem,  respect,  and  affection,  your  very 
obliged  and  most  humble  servant,  H.  Pratt. 

FROM  ALDERMAN  BARBER. 
(When  the  year  of  hU  being  lord-mayor  had  expired.) 

London,  November  17. 1733. 
As  I  have  now  got  rid  of  the  plague  of  grandeur, 
and  all  its  dependencies,  I  take  this  first  opportunity 
to  pay  my  respects  to  you,  sir,  which  I  beg  pardon 
for  not  doing  sooner.  The  transition  from  Gold- 
smiths*-hall"  to  Queen-square  is  hardly  credible ;  for 
in  one  view  to  imagine  the  constant  hurry,  noise,  and 
impertinence  I  lay  under  from  morning  till  night,  in 
opposition  to  the  peace,  the  quiet,  and  great  tranquil- 
lity I  feel  in  my  little  retirement,  makes  mc  pity 
your  great  men,  who  certainly  must  be  strangers  to 
the  great  pleasure  I  now  enjoy. 

Before  I  left  my  office  I  took  care  to  do  justice  to 
Mr.  Pilkington,  who  has  received  more  than  I  men- 
tioned, and  indeed  more  than  any  chaplain  ever  had 
before,  via.  : — 

Of  the  city.         £     ».    d. 
Salary       .        .        .         .        20    0    0 
Gratuity    .         .        .         .         25    0     0 
Gratuity  extraordinary       .         21     0     0 

£06    0    0 

From  my  lord- mayor  ,         .         .         60    0     0 

Five  sermons  preached  before  the  mayor  10  0  0 
For  a  copy  of  one  sermon  printed      .  4    0    0 

£130    0     0 

St.  Paul's  happened  to  be  shut  up  in  the  summer 
for  two  months,  when  the  mayor  went  on  Sunday's 
to^his  own  chapel  at  Guildhall,  and  his  chaplain  read 
prayers  for  eight  Sunday  mornings  only ;  for  which 
the  mayor  got  him  from  the  court  of  aldermen 
twenty  guineas. 

I  have  been  the  more  particular  in  this  account 
because  I  know  your  great  punctuality  in  tilings  of 
this  nature,  as  well  as  to  do  myself  justice.  How 
much  he  may  be  a  gainer  by  coming  over  I  cannot 
tell ;  but  if  he  had  pleased  to  have  lived  near  the 
hall,  as  he  might,  in  a  lodging  of  ten  or  twelve  pounds 
a-year,  he  need  not  have  kept  a  man  (for  I  had  more 
for  show  than  business),  nor  given  the  extravagant 
sum  of  thirty  pounds  a-year  for  lodgings ;  he  might 
have  saved  something  in  those  articles.  Had  he  lived 
in  the  city,  I  should  now  and  then  have  had  the 
favour  of  his  company  in  an  evening ;  but  his  living 
/rom  me  brought  him  into  company,  and  among  the 
rest  into  that  of  Mr.  Edward  Walpole,  from  whom 
he  has  great  dependencies. 

I  recommended  him  to  Mr.  alderman  Champion, 
who  got  tlie  primate's  wife's  brother  to  write  in  his 
lavour  to  the  primate.  And  he  talks  of  the  living 
of  Colerain's  being  vacant ;  if  it  be,  I  will  do  him 
wh9i  service  I  can. 

Thus,  sir,  I  have  discharged  myself  of  the  duty 
you  laid  upon  me  in  relation  to  that  gentleman, 
which  I  hope  will  bo  to  your  satisfaction  ;  for  I  will 

*  The  official  residence  of  the  lord-mayor  of  London. 


never  be  ungrateful,  though  I  have  met  with  it  frt- 
quently  myself. 

All  your  friends  in  town  are  well  and  in  Ui^ 
spirits.  Lord  Bolingbroke  complains  you  do  not  ^  nu 
to  him.  Poor  Mrs.  Barber  has  the  gout,butisl>etttr. 
It  was  a  great  mortification  to  me  that  you  did  uu 
come  and  eat  some  custard ;  but  I  hope  your  htahh 
will  permit  your  coming  next  summer.  We  rejotet 
much  at  my  brother  French's  success.  I  know  v»« 
do  not  deal  in  news,  so  I  send  you  none.  Pray  Gi.^ 
continue  your  health,  and  believe  me  alvra}*s,  «%:b 
the  greatest  sincerity,  sir,  your  most  obedient  a^i 
most  obliged  humble  servant,  JouK   BAJiBCiL 

P.S.     Why  Mr.   PUkington  should   send   his  »iif 

home  in  the  midst  of  winter,  or  why  he  should  nu^ 

here  an  hour  after  her,  are  questions  not  ea*;!; 

answered.     I  am  not  of  his  council. 


FROM  THE  COUNTESS  GBANVILLS.* 

Hawncs,  No\wuliw  27. 17^ 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  received  the  honour  of  your  re- 
mands, and  shall  obey  them ;  for  1  am  wry  prou*:  m 
your  remembrance.  I  do  not  know  we  erer  qwr- 
relled ;  but  if  we  did,  I  am  as  good  a  Christian  as  t« 
are,  In  perfect  charity  with  you.  My  son,  my  dsachtef. 
and  all  our  olive-branches  salute  you  most  tendi^rh. 
I  never  wished  so  much  as  I  do  now  *that  i  w>  r 
bright  and  had  a  genius  which  could  entertain  w. 
in  return  for  the  many  excellent  things  that  entrr- 
tain  me  daily,  which  I  read  over  and  over  with  {tkl 
delight.  Will  you  never  come  into  England,  aaJ 
make  Hawnes  your  road  ?  You  will  find  nut^uz^ 
here  to  offend  you ;  for  I  am  a  hermit,  and  Iitv  :a 
my  chimney-comer,  and  have  no  ambition,  but  tUi 
you  will  believe  I  am  the  charming  dean's  moat  obe- 
dient humble  servant,  G  aA2«  ti  lu  . 


FROM  MRS.  C»NDUnT> 

George-ttreet,  NoremberO,  ITSS 
Sir, — M  rs.  Barber  did  not  deliver  your  letter  till  Ate* 
the  intended  wedding  brought  me  hither.  She  has  tt 
much  a  better  title  to  the  favour  of  her  sex  tbu 
poetry  can  give  her,  as  truth  is  better  than  fictit^r. 
and  shall  have  my  best  assistance.  But  the  town  ib> 
been  so  long  invited  into  the  subscription  that  mc« 
people  have  already  refused  or  accepted,  and  Mr. 
Conduitt  has  long  since  done  the  latter. 

I  should  have  guessed  your  holiness  would  rmtbrr 
have  laid  than  called  up  the  ghost  of  my  deparrtil 
friendship,  which,  since  you  are  brave  enough  to£ior, 
you  will  find  divested  of  every  terror  but  the  rantur^ 
that  you  were  abandoned  to  be  an  alien  to  yor 
friends,  your  country,  and  yourself.  Not  to  rru^v 
an  acquaintance  wiUi  one  who  can  twenty  years  after 
remember  a  bare  intention  to  serve  him,  would  be  t* 
throw  away  a  prize  I  am  not  now  able  to  re-purrbasr 
therefore  when  you  return  to  England  I  shall  ir}  K* 
excel  in  what  I  am  very  sorry  you  want,  a  nurse ;  i£ 
the  mean  time  I  am  exercising  that  gid  to  pre^er^v 
one  who  is  your  devoted  admirer. 

Lord  Harvey  has  written  a  bitter  copy  of  ^^riv^ 
vifBii  Dr.  Sherwin  for  publishing  (as  it  is  said)  £]* 
lordship's  epistle,  which  must  have  set  your  btvihe- 
Pope's  spirits  all  a>working. 

Thomson  is  far  adyanced  in  a  poem  of  2000  lin^ 
deducing  liberty  from  the  patriarchs  to  the  prtT«: ' 
times,  which,  if  we  may  Judge  from  the  press  i'^  nc^v 
in  full  vigour.  But  I  forget  I  am  writing  to  o; ' 
who  has  the  power  of  the  keys  of  Parnassus,  and  (h&t 

■  Widow  And  relict  of  George  lonl  Culereit,  «ad  daashtiY  i^ 
John  GranviUc,  earl  of  Bath. 

k  Thus  indorwd  by  the  dean :—"  My  old  fiicnd  Mis.  Butea. 
now  Mrs.  Conduitt." 
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the  only  merit  my  letter  can  have  is  breTity.  Please 
therefore  to  place  the  profit  I  had  in  your  long  one 
to  your  fund  of  charity,  which  carries  no  interest, 
uid  to  add  to  your  prayers  and  good  wishes  now  and 
then  a  line  to,  sir,  your  obedient  humble  senrant, 

C.  COMDUITT. 

Mrs.  Barber,  whom  I  had  sent  to  dine  with  us,  is  in 
bed  with  the  gout  and  has  not  yet  sent  me  her 
proposals. 

FROM  CHA.RLES  COOTE.  ESQ. 

LondoOt  December  IS,  1733. 
hit, — Being  indebted  solely  to  you  for  a  most  vaLu- 
ible  acquaintance  with  the  duke  and  duchess  of 
iueensberry  and  some  other  of  your  friends,  I  ought 
0  have  acknowledged  it  before.  It  is  a  common 
Iratagem  of  mine,  and  has  always  succeeded,  to  give 
lints  in  proper  places  of  your  allowing  me  to  some 
ie^ec  of  personal  acquaintance  with  you,  and  I  owe 
u  it  most  of  the  agreeable  hours  I  passed  at  Spa  this 
iumiuer,  where  they  were.  I  had  strong  temptations, 
*<{)erialiy  at  that  distance,  to  give  myself  high  airs 
his  way ;  but  finding  the  bare  mention  of  my  having 
>een  received  by  you  in  a  most  obliging  manner 
ra«  enough  to  do  my  business,  and  it  being  a  fact  I 
'onld  make  oath  of,  I  kept  within  due  bounds.  Her 
:race,  who  would  be  the  most  agreeable  woman  in 
uu^l&nd  though  she  were  not  the  handsomest,  has 
lououred  me  with  her  compliments  to  you  with  a 
?ftlkiug-atick,  the  manufacture  of  Spa,  where  she 
ad  it  made  for '  you,  and  I  ought  to  have  delivered 
t  two  months  ago ;  accidents  prevented  my  leaving 
his  place,  and  it  is  not  certain  when  I  can  ;  so  that 
must  fiond  it  to  you  by  the  first  proper  oppor- 
unity,  but  could  no  longer  delay  your  pleasure  in 
iHowiii^  it,  and  hers  when  you  shall  acknowledge 
t.  if  I  can  be  of  any  sort  of  service  to  you  on  this 
id",  yunr  commands  will  find  me  at  St.  James's 
ofioohouse.  I  am,  sir,  your  most  obliged,  humble 
er>-au(,  Cuaulcs  Cootic. 


FllOM  DR.  SHERIDAN.* 

DtHMnnber20.  17SS. 
)Ris  Sib, — ^Yours  I  received,  and  if  it  was  not  that 

have  a  good  deal  of  company  to  sup  at  my  house 
ipon  beef  griskins  I  would  go  and  play  a  game  of 
rackgammon  with  Mr.  Wurrall's  tables,  and  be  after 
rinning  some  of  Mrs.  Worrall's  coin ;  I  would  not 
far  to  win  a  crown«piece  of  her  money  by  playing 
iipence  halfpenny  a  time.  She  is  a  very  good  body 
nd  one  that  I  have  a  great  value  for ;  I  wish  my 
pouse  were  but  half  as  good ;  but  of  this  I  shall  say 
tothlng  more  till  meeting.  I  hope  my  gossip  De- 
my's spouse  is  upon  the  mending  hand,  for  they 
eU  me  she  has  been  lately  much  out  of  order.  She 
I  as  good  a  woman  as  ever  breathed,  and  it  is  a 
housand  pities  that  anything  should  ail  her.  God 
ilmighty  wish  her  well,  for  I  am  sure  if  she  went 
•fl"  the  doctor  would  not  meet  with  her  fellow.  I 
lope  nothing  ails  her  but  a  brush. 

To-morrow  I  eat  a  bit  with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  M'Gwyre : 
f  you  will  make  one,  you  will  get  as  hearty  a  wcl- 
ome  as  if  you  were  their  own  father,  for  nobody 
jwaks  better  of  you  than  tliey.  My  humble  service 
o  all  friends  and  to  yourself  is  the  request  of  yours 
o  command,  Thady  o  Sulivan. 

I  lodge  hard  by  the  Shovel  in  Francis- sUeet. 


TO  1A11S.FILKINGT0N. 
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you  will  quickly  be  out  of  my  sphere.  Corrigible 
people  are  to  be  chid ;  those  who  are  otherwise  may 
be  very  safe  from  any  lectures  of  mine ;  I  should 
rather  choose  to  indulge  them  in  their  follies  than 
attempt  to  set  them  right.  I  desire  you  may  not  in- 
form your  husband*  of  what  has  passed,  for  a  reason 
I  shall  give  you  when  I  see  you,  which  may  be  this 
evening,  if  you  will.  I  am  very  sincerely  your  friend, 

Jonathan  Swivt. 


^r.vDAM, — ^You  must  shake  off  the  leavings  of  your 
t'X,     If  you  cannot  keep  a  secret  and  take  a  chiding 

•  Inaorwd.  "  Dr.  Sheridau'i  Insolencr,  in  prcsumiDg  to  ao- 
Ht-r  my  elottucut  Hibemiciams.'* 


FROM  MR.  POPE. 

January  6, 1734. 
I  NEVER  think  *of  you  and  can  never  write  to  you 
now  without  drawing  many  of  those  short  sighs  of 
which  we  have  formerly  talked ;  the  reflection  both 
of  the  friends  we  have  been  deprived  of  by  death,  and 
of  those  from  whom  we  are  separated  almost  as  eter- 
nally by  absence,  checks  me  to  that  degree  that  it 
takes  away  in  a  manner  the  pleasure  (which  )ct  I 
feel  very  sensibly  too)  of  thinking  I  am  now  con- 
versing with  you.  You  have  been  silent  to  me  as  to 
your  works ;  whether  those  printed  here  are  or  are 
not  genuine.  But  one  I  am  sure  is  yours  ;  and  your 
method  of  concealing  yourself  puts  me  in  mind  of 
the  Indian  bird  I  have  read  of  who  hides  his  head  in 
a  hole  while  all  his  feathers  and  tail  stick  out.  You 
will  have  immediately  by  several  franks  (even  before 
it  is  here  published)  my  "  Epistle  to  Lord  Cobham," 
part  of  my  Opua  Magnum,  and  the  last  '*  Essay  on 
Man;**  both  which  I  conclude  will  be  grateful  to 
your  bookseller  on  whom  you  please  to  bestow  them 
so  early.  There  is  a  woman's  war  declared  against 
me  by  a  certain  lord ;  his  weapons  are  the  same  which 
women  and  children  use,  a  pin  to  scratch,  and  a  squirt 
to  bespatter:  I  wrote  a  sort  of  answer,  but  was 
ashamed  to  enter  the  lists  with  him,  and  after  show- 
ing it  to  some  people,  suppressed  it ;  othemvise  it 
was  such  as  was  worthy  of  him  and  worthy  of  me. 
I  was  three  weeks  this  autumn  with  lord  Peter- 
borough, who  rejoices  in  your  doings  and  always 
speaks  with  the  greatest  affection  of  you.  I  need  not 
tell  you  who  eke  do  the  same ;  you  may  be  sure 
almost  all  those  whom  I  ever  see  or  desire  to  see. 

I  wonder  not  that  B paid  you  no  sort  of  civility 

while  he  was  in  Ireland  ;  he  is  too  much  a  half-wit 
to  love  a  true  wit,  and  too  much  half  honest  to  esteem 
any  entire  merit.  I  hope  and  I  think  he  hates  me 
too,  and  I  will  do  my  best  to  make  him ;  he  is  so 
insupportably  insolent  in  his  civility  to  me  when  he 
meets  me  at  one  third  place  that  I  must  affront  htm 
to  get  rid  of  it.  That  strict  neutrality  as  to  public 
parties  which  I  have  constantly  observed  in  all  my 
writings  I  think  gives  me  the  more  title  to  attack 
such  men  as  slander  and  belie  my  character  in  pri- 
vate to  those  who  know  me  not.  Yet  even  this  is 
a  liberty  I  \vill  never  take  unless  at  the  same  time 
they  are  pests  to  private  society  or  mischievous  mem* 
hers  of  the  public,  that  is  to  say,  unless  they  are  ene- 
mies to  all  men  as  well  as  to  me.  Pray  write  to  me 
when  you  can  ;  if  ever  I  can  come  to  you  I  will ;  if  not, 
may  Providence  be  our  friend  and  our  guard  through 
this  simple  world,  where  nothing  is  valuable  but 
sense  and  friendship.  Adieu,  dear  sir,  may  health 
attend  your  years,  and  then  may  many  years  be 
added  to  you. 

PJS.  I  am  just  now  told  a  very  carious  lady  intends 
to  write  to  you  to  pump  you  about  some  poem^ 
said  to  be  yours.  Pray  tell  her  that  you  have  not 
answered  me  on  the  same  questions,  and  that  I 
shall  take  it  as  a  thing  never  to  be  forgiven  from 

a  Tills  letter  was  orcatioaetl  by  ■ome  accouoU  from  I.on(lon 
reUtive  to  Mr.  Pilkiu|;tuo.  which  Mn.  I'llkiugtoa  Ua»  himu  uii 
at  largo  In  her  Memuin,  vol.  L  p.  105. 
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you  if  you  tell  another  what  you  have  concealed 
from  me. 


TO  THE  DUKE  OF  DORSET. 

Jimaary,  1734. 
My  Lord, — It  has  been  my  great  misfortune  that 
since  your  grace's  return  to  this  kingdom  I  hare  not 
been  able  to  attend  you,  as  my  duty  and  gratitude 
for  your  favours  as  well  as  the  honour  of  haying  been 
so  many  years  known  to  you  obliged  me  to  do.  I 
have  been  pursued  by  two  old  disorders,  a  giddiness 
and  deafness,  which  used  to  leave  me  in  three  or 
foiur  weeks,  but  now  have  continued  four  months. 
Thus  I  am  put  under  a  necessity  to  write  what  I 
would  rather  have  chosen  to  say  in  your  grace's 
presence. 

On  Monday  last  week  towards  evening  there  came 
to  the  deanery  one  Mr.  Bettesworth ;  who,  being  told 
by  the  servants  that  I  was  gone  to  a  friend*6  house,* 
went  thither  to  inquire  for  me,  and  was  admitted  into 
the  street  parlour.  I  left  my  company  in  the  back 
room  and  went  to  him.  He  began  with  asking  me 
**  whether  1  were  the  author  of  certain  verses  where- 
in he  was  reflected  on."  The  singularity  of  the  man, 
in  his  countenance,  manner,  action,  style,  and  tone  of 
voice,  made  me  call  to  mind  that  I  had  once  seen 
him  about  two  or  three  years  ago  at  Mr.  Ludlow's 
country-house.  But  I  could  not  recollect  his  name ; 
and  of  what  calling  he  might  be  I  had  never  heard. 
I  therefore  desired  to  know  who  and  what  he  was ; 
said  "  I  had  heard  of  some  such  verses,  but  knew  no 
more."  He  then  signified  to  me  '*  that  he  was  a 
seijeant*at>law  and  a  member  of  parllamenL"  After 
which  he  repeated  the  lines  that  concerned  him  with 
great  emphasis ;  said  **  I  was  mistaken  in  one  thing, 
for  he  assured  me  he  was  no  booby,  but  owned  him- 
self to  be  a  coxcomb."  However,  that  being  a  point 
of  controversy  wherein  I  had  no  concern,  I  let  it 
drop.  As  to  the  verses,  he  insisted,  **  that  by  his 
taste  and  skill  in  poetry  he  was  as  sure  I  wrote 
them  as  if  he  bad  seen  them  fall  from  my  pen."  But 
I  found  the  chief  weight  of  his  argument  lay  upon 
two  words  that  rhymed  to  hia  name,  which  he  knew 
could  come  from  none  but  me.  He  then  told  me 
**  that,  since  I  would  not  own  the  verses,  and  that 
since  he  could  not  get  satisfaction  by  any  course  of 
law,  he  would  get  it  by  his  pen,  and  show  the  world 
what  a  man  I  was."  When  he  began  to  grow  over- 
warm  and  eloquent  I  called  in  the  gentleman  of  the 
house  from  the  room  adjoining ;  and  the  serjeant, 
going  on  with  less  turbulence,  went  away.  He  had 
a  footman  in  the  hall  during  all  his  talk,  who  was  to 
hare  opened  the  door  for  one  or  more  fellows,  as  he 
has  since  reported ;  and  likewise  that  he  had  a  sharp 
knife  in  his  pocket,  ready  to  stab  or  maim  me.  But 
the  master  and  mistress  of  the  house,  who  knew  his 
character  and  could  hear  every  word  from  the  room 
they  were  in,  had  prepared  a  sufficient  defence  in 
such  a  case,  as  they  afterward  told  me.  He  has 
since  related  to  five  hundred  persons  of  all  ranks 
about  five  hundred  falsehoods  of  this  conversation, 
of  my  fears  and  his  own  brutalities,  against  all  pro- 
bability  as  well  as  fact ;  and  some  of  them,  as  I  have 
been  assured,  even  in  the  presence  of  your  grace. 
His  meanings  and  his  movements  were  indeed  peevish 
enough,  but  his  words  were  not.  He  threatened  me 
with  nothing  but  his  pen,  yet  owned  ho  had  no  pre- 
tence to  wit.  And  indeed  I  am  heartily  glad  for  his 
own  sake  that  he  proceeded  no  farther,  for  the  least 
uproar  would  have  called  his  nearest  neighbours  first 
to  my  assistance,  and  next  to  the  manifest  danger  of 
his  life ;  and  I  would  not  willingly  have  even  a  dog 
killed  upon  my  account.    Ever  since  he  has  amused 

B  The  B4SV.  Mr.  Wonrairs 


himself  with  declaring  in  all  companies,  especbU} 
before  bishops  and  lords  and  member*  of  |Mirlam(*bi, 
his  resolutions  for  vengeance  and  the  aeTcral  man- 
ners by  which  he  will  put  it  in  execution. 

It  is  only  to  the  advice  of  some  jodicioua  fneailf 
that  your  grace  owes  the  trouble  of  this  letter ;  for 
though  I .  may  be  dispirited  enough  by  sirknrsn  aoU 
years,  yet  I  have  little  reason  to  apprehend  any  dan- 
ger  from  that  man;  and  those  who  seem  to  hxM 
most  regard  for  my  safety  are  no  more  apprehensive 
than  myself,  especUdly  such  as  beat  know  his  charir- 
ter;  for  his  very  enemies  and  even  his  ridicukrs. 
who  are  of  the  two  by  far  the  greater  number,  alknr 
him  to  be  a  peaceable  man  in  all  things  except  hi^ 
words,  his  rhetorical  actions,  his  looks,  and  )n« 
hatred  to  the  clergy ;  which  however  are  nil  knova 
by  abundance  of  experience  to  be  perfectly  harmlea!^ 
and  particularly  as  to  the  clergy.  I  do  not  doubt  bou 
if  he  will  be  so  good  to  continue  steadlkst  in  tit 
principles  and  practices,  he  may  at  proper  Janctom 
contribute  very  much  to  the  honour  and  intcre«u  ai 
that  reverend  body,  as  well  as  employ  and  improu 
the  wit  of  many  young  gentlemen  in  the  city,  ch? 
university,  and  the  rest  of  the  kingdom. 

What  I  have  said  to  your  grace  is  only  meant  as  t 
poor  endeavour  to  preserve  myself  in  your  good 
opinion  and  in  the  continuance  of  your  &vour.  1 
am,  with  the  highest  respect,  Ac. 

JoMATBJkif  Swirr. 


FROM  LADY  BETTY  GERMAIN. 

March  2.  in^ 
I  AM  extremely  glad  to  hear  you  are  got  well  apji} , 
and  I  do  assure  you  it  was  no  point  of  cerecQ*  r.; 
made  me  forbear  writing,  but  the  downright  fexr  rf 
being  troublesome.     If  you  have  got  oflT  your  dni- 
nesSy  that  is  a  happiness  I  doubt  poor  lady  Suffolk 
will  never  have ;  for  she  does  not  mend,  if  she  d<>*  ^ 
not  grow  rather  worse.     But  we  ladies  are  £jLmoc$ 
for  straining  our  voices  upon  the  bad  occasioa  <.f 
anger;  and  sure  then  it  is  hard  if  it  is  not  morr 
agreeable  to  do  it  for  the  sake  of  friendship.     By  tKt 
histories  I  hear  from  Ireland,  Bettesworth,  in  the 
midst  of  your  illness,  did  not  think  your  pen  \xy 
idle;'   but  this  good  you  had  from  it,  that  soch  i 
troublesome  fellow  made  your  friends  and  neigrh- 
hours  show  they  could  exert  themselves  for  \c'x: 
sake.      Mrs.  Floyd  has  passed   this  winter   ratbtr 
better  than  the  last;   but  cold  weather  is  a  f:mi 
enemy  of  hers;  and  when  you  sec  her  I  fear^os 
will  find  that,  though  the  goodness  of  the  "  compoc- 
tion  "^  will  always  hold,  yet  so  many  winters  bavr 
taken  the  beauty  of  it  entirely  off.     It  grows  nuu 
near  the  time  that  I  have  hopes  you  wUl  soon  put 
with  my  duke  and  duchess.     I  always  used  to  be 
her  doctor ;  I  wish  you  would  allow  roe  to  be  yours 
and  take  my  advice,  and  try  how  the  change  of  ai'' 
would  mend  your  constitution ;  but  I  fear  you  wUl 
not.     However,  God  bless  you ;  and  adieu. 

■  About  this  time  sn  attempt  wu  made  to  repead  the  tert  wi 
in  Ireland }  and  the  dinenten,  on  this  ocroaun,  aflerterftora.! 
themticlTet  **  brother  protectant*  and  fHlow-dirkbastt^*  «ak 
the  mombert  of  the  eilabluhed  church.  This  the  dean  nak  t!u 
■uk^ect  of  a  ehoit  copy  of  venm,  in  which  thrve  is  a  pa^i^r 
that  to  provoked  one  Betteenorth,  a  lawyer  and  memlvr  ef  ihr 
Irish  parliament,  thiit  he  swore  to  rerenjre  himself,  etthrr  u 
malminK  or  murdering  the  anthor ;  and  for  this  ymrpome  ^  n- 
gaged  his  footman  with  two  rtiAans  to  seenie  tiie  deaa  «^rr 
ever  he  could  be  found.  As  soon  a«  this  oath  and  aite«B|S  c^ 
Bettesworth  were  known,  thirty  of  the  nobility  and  9««itr>  tif  >>. 
Patrick's  waited  upon  the  dean  in  form ;  aad'ptgsenhd  a  pap? 
subscribed  with  Uieir  names,  in  which  thev  solemnly  eof-s^ 
in  behalf  of  themselves  .ind  the  rest  of  the  liberty ,  to  detxoA  >m 
person  and  fortune,  as  the  friend  and  bcnefitctor  of  tus  roaxun 

^  **  And  caird  the  happy  oomnositfa>a  Hovd.'*    See  SetrTi 
"  Receipt  to  nuke  a  Beauty.'* 
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LondoD,  March  4.  1734. 
)eAn  Sir, — If  erer  lying  ivas  neceteary,  I  fear  it  is 
9  at  present,  for  no  truth  can  furnish  roe  with  suffi- 
ietit  excuse  for  not  having  written  long  ago ;  there- 
)re  I  have  been  strongly  tempted  to  disown  having 
eceived  any  return  to  my  letters  which  I  wrote  to  you 
ince  my  return  to  these  parts ;  but  upon  more  mature 
eliberation,  I  have  convinced  myseUf  that  it  is  better 
ither  to  confess  my  fault  than  to  give  you  any 
andlc  to  suspect  my  truth  for  the  future.  I  wish 
rerybody  was  as  timorous  as  myself,  and  then  lying 
D(l  deceit  would  never  be  so  much  in  the  fashion  as 
;  has  and  will  be  for  many  ages  past  and  to  come, 
remember  you  once  told  me  always  to  sit  down  to 
rrite  when  I  was  in  good  health  and  good  hujnour ; 
either  of  them  have  been  perfect  of  some  time, 
'he  first  has  been  interrupted  by  perpetual  colds 
nd  pains  in  my  face  and  teeth.  My  temper,  by 
bese  trying  truths  which  I  am  about  to  tell  you, 
if.  a  journey  to  Scotland,  where  we  have  been 
oing  every  week  and  every  day  since  Christmas ; 
le  uncertainty  of  which,  and  being  consequently  un- 
rttled,  is  even  worse  than  the  thing  itself.  This  is 
ot  all ;  by  these  means  I  have  been  obliged  to  send 

little  boy  (who  has  been  my  constant  companion 
ver  since  he  was  born,  and  who  is  not  seven  years 
111  till  next  July)  to  school  a  full  year  before  it  was 
ecessary  or  proper.  The  doing  this  I  own  has 
amped  my  spirits  more  than  was  reasonable,  though 
t  was  by  his  own  desire ;  and  that  I  am  persuaded 
e  is  well  taken  care  of,  both  by  the  master  and  his 
wn  brother,  who  is  fond  of  him,  and  so  %vould  vou 
^  if  you  knew  him ;  for  he  has  more  sense  than 
bore  half  the  world.  The  other  is  a  fine  boy,  and 
rown  very  strong  and  healthy.  I  am  much  obliged 
9  )ou  for  reproving  me  that  I  did  not  tell  you  so 
icfore.  I  am  in  great  hopes  to  live  to  see  them  both 
leti ;  therefore  pray  advise  me  what  to  do  with 
tiem  after  they  have  gone  through  the  school ;  for  I 
marine  that  just  then  is  the  most  difficult  part  of 
beir  education.  Mr.  Locke,  with  whom  I  cannot 
lelp  differing  in  some  things,  makes  a  full  stop  there; 
Qd  1  never  heard  of  any  other  that  ever  mentioned, 
T  at  least  published,  any  helps  for  children  at  that 
line  of  life  which  I  apprehend  to  be  the  most  material. 

There  is  a  good  deal  of  impertinence  in  filling  two 
ides  of  paper  about  me  and  mine ;  but  I  own  at 
resent  my  whole  thoughts  are  so  much  employed 
n  the  latter,  that  I  involuntarily  think  and  talk  of 
ittle  else.  To-morrow  will  be  acted  a  new  play  of 
ur  friend  Mr.  Gay's  [ "  The  Distressed  Wife  "1 ;  we 
lay  on  purpose  now  for  that,  and  shall  go  on  Thurs- 
ay  for  Edinburgh,  where  the  greatest  good  I  can 
xpect  or  hope  for  is  a  line  from  you.  Mrs.  Barber 
*%  met  with  a  good  deal  of  trouble ;  I  have  not 
een  her  I  fancy  for  that  reason ;  but  we  shall  leave 
ur  iniineas  for  her  with  Mr.  Pope  or  my  brother. 

wish  you  all  health  and  prosperity.  I  will  not 
rish  you  devoid  of  all  trouble  ana  vexation,  because 

think  a  moderate  share  is  a  great  encouragement 
0  }?ood  spirits ;  but  may  you  never  meet  with  more 
ban  is  absolutely  neceasary  to  be  pleasant. 

Adieu,  dear  sir.  If  you  will  oblige  me,  you  must  do 
ae  the  justice  to  believe  I  am  your  most  faithful  friend. 

FROM  FRANCIS  GRANT.  ESQ. 
(A  London  merchant} 

Ldodou.  Msrclt  14.  1734. 
''ert  Reverend  Sib, — ^Though  I  have  been  long 
A  admirer  of  your  wit  and  learning,  I  have  not  less 
^ucd  and  esteemed  your  public  spirit  and  great 
iffniion  to  your  native  country.  Theae  valuable 
QK^dients  in  your  character  persuade  me  to  propose 
0  you  what  I  apprehend  may  be  for  your  country's 


benefit,  and  that  you  will  excuse  my  taking  the 
liberty  to  do  it.  As  good  principles  dispose  you, 
your  real  merit,  happily  united  with  them,  gives  you 
weight  and  influence  to  promote  the  public  good ;  to 
which  I  am  well  assured  your  country  owes  not  only 
the  escaping  many  evils,  but  the  establishment  of 
many  valuable  articles  for  the  increase  of  their  wealth 
and  strength.  Though  I  am  not  a  native  of  Ireland, 
I  have  always  regarded  it  as  so  connected  with  this 
country,  that  the  natives  of  both  islands  ought  mu.> 
tually  to  study  and  advance  the  advantage  of  each 
other.  And  it  is  in  consequence  of  this  principle 
that  I  offer  to  your  consideration  that  your  country- 
men should  heartily  engage  in  and  pursue  the  white- 
herring  and  cod  fishing.  This  is  a  branch  of  trade 
which  Providence  has  given  opportunity  to  follow  in 
both  countries;  neither  can  they  prejudice  one 
another,  as  there  may  be  consumption  for  all  that 
may  be  caught  on  both  islands.  There  is  nothing 
that  would  so  effectually  employ  your  poor  and  pre- 
vent their  going  abroad,  considering  the  great  variety 
of  trades  necessary  in  this  underUking;  it  would 
also  increase  the  consumption  of  your  home  manufac- 
tures, and  increase  the  balance  of  your  foreign  trade* 

The  north  and  north-east  parts  of  your  island 
lie  exceeding  well  both  for  the  cod  and  herring 
fishing,  as  will  appear  to  you  from  their  course, 
which  is  described  in  the  enclosed  pamphlet*  if  you 
take  the  trouble  to  look  upon  it;  but  encouraga* 
ments  are  necessary  to  support  a  new  undertaking 
in  its  infancy,  because  they  are  always  at  the  begin- 
ning liable  to  charges  and  inconveniences,  which 
discourage  private  sidventurers,  if  not  supported  by 
the  public.  I  have  with  great  pleasure  read  in  the 
minutes  of  your  parliament  of  Ute  years  several  in- 
stances of  their  seal  for  their  country's  good,  which 
inclines  me  to  believe  they  would  readily  receive  and 
encourage  a  proposition  of  this  nature  if  properly 
introduced  and  recommended  to  them ;  and  I  shaU 
reckon  it  a  particular  good  fortune  if  I  could  suggest 
what  would  be  acceptable  to  you  and  them.  I  ^ve 
been  desirous  to  establish  and  improve  this  valuable 
branch  of  commerce  in  Britain,  for  which  reason  I 
have  applied  myself  to  it  several  years  last  past, 
and  examined  it  in  all  its  shapes,  from  whence  I 
flatter  myself  to  have  acquired  a  thorough  knowledge 
in  the  matter ;  and  I  am,  with  other  gentlemen,  en- 
deavouring to  obtain  the  necessary  encouragements 
for  it  here ;  but  it  being  late  before  we  moved  in 
our  application,  and  appearance  of  a  short  session,  I 
am  afraid  we  shall  make  little  progress  at  this  time. 
Not  being  sufficiently  acquainted  with  your  laws  and 
constitutions,  I  cannot  take  upon  me  Ho  say  what 
may  be  proper  encouragements  in  your  country :  yet 
I  may  freely  venture  to  assert  one  proposition  to 
which  every  one  must  assent,  that  it  is  the  interest 
of  any  nation  to  grant  premiums  and  bounties  for 
the  encouragement  of  any  one  branch  of  trade, 
which  in  proportion  to  what  is  paid  by  the  public, 
and  when  that  is  paid  only  to  its  own  subjects,  brings 
into  the  kingdom  ten  times  the  value.  And  I  may 
with  equal  safety  advance  this  other  proposition, 
that  no  article  of  trade  better  deserves  encourage- 
ment from  both  Britain  and  Ireland  than  the  fishing 
does ;  or  that  might  be  made  of  so  great  consequence 
and  general  benefit  to  both ;  to  which  I  believe  I 
may  add  that  there  is  not  any  business  more  natural 
to  either,  or  the  establishment  whereof  would  re* 
ceive  more  universal  approbation  and  applause. 

These  things  from  my  opinion  of  your  character 
I  thought  I  might  take  the  liberty  to  trouble  you 
with ;  which  I  was  the  more  readily  induced  to  as 
it  furnished  me  an  opportunity  of  declaring  that  I 
am,  with  great  esteem,  sir,  }'our  most  obedient  hum* 
ble  servant,  Fbamcu  Gbant. 
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F.  S.  If  you  hare  any  commands  for  me,  or  that  you 
think  I  may  be  any  ways  useful  in  explaining  or 
promoting  this  subject,  I  shall  with  pleasure  obey 
you ;  in  which  case  you  may  direct  for  me,  mer- 
chant, in  London. 


TO  FRANCIS  GRANT.  ESQ. 

Dublin.  March  S3,  1734. 
Sir, — I  return  you  my  hearty  thanks  for  your  letter 
and  discourse  upon  the  fishery  ;  you  discover  in  both 
a  true  love  of  your  country,  and  (excepting  your 
ciTilities  to  me)  a  rery  good  judgment,  good  wishes 
to  this  ruined  kingdom,  and  a  perfect  knowledge  in 
the  subject  you  treat.  But  you  are  more  temperate 
than  I,  and  consequently  much  wiser  :  for  cor- 
ruptions are  apt  to  make  me  impatient  and  give 
offence,  which  you  prudently  avoid. 

Ever  since  I  began  to  think,  I  was  enraged  at  the 
folly  of  England  in  suffering  the  Dutch  to  have 
almost  the  whole  advantage  of  our  fishery  just  under 
our  noses. 

The  last  lord  Wemyss  told  me  be  was  governor  of 
a  castle  in  Scotland,  near  which  the  Dutch  used  to 
fish ;  he  sent  to  them,  in  a  civil  manner,  to  desire 
they  would  send  him  some  fish,  which  they  brutishly 
refused ;  whereupon  he  ordered  three  or  four  cannon 
to  be  discharged  from  the  castle,  (for  their  boats 
were  in  reach  of  the  shot,)  and  immediately  they 
sent  him  more  than  he  wanted. 

The  Dutch  are  like  a  knot  of  sharpers  among  a 
parcel  of  honest  gentlemen,  who  think  they  under- 
stand play,  and  are  bubbled  of  their  money.  I  love 
them  for  the  love  they  have  to  their  country  ;  which, 
however,  is  no  virtue  in  them,  because  it  is  their 
private  interest,  which  is  directly  contrary  in  Eng- 
land. In  the  queen*s  time  I  did  often  press  the 
lord-treasurer,  Oxford  and  others  of  the  ministry 
upon  this  very  subject;  but  the  answer  was,  "We 
must  not  offend  the  Dutch  ;"  who  at  that  very  time 
were  opposing  us  in  all  our  steps  toward  a  peace. 
I  laughed  to  see  the  zeal  that  ministry  had  about  the 
fishing  at  Newfoundland,  (I  think,)  while  no  care 
was  taken  against  the  Dutch  fishing  j  ust  at  our  doors. 

As  to  my  native  country,  I  happened  indeed  by 
a  perfect  accident  to  be  born  here,  my  mother  being 
left  here  from  returning  to  her  house  at  Leicester, 
and  I  was  a  year  old  before  I  was  sent  to  England  ; 
and  thus  I  am  a  Teague,  or  an  Irishman,  or  what 
people  please,  although  the  best  part  of  my  life  was 
in  England. 

What  I  did  for  this  country  was  from  perfect 
hatred  of  tyxunny  and  oppression,  for  which  I  had 
a  proclamation  against  me  of  300J.,  which  my  old 
friend,  my  lord  Carteret,  was  forced  to  consent  to 
the  very  first  or  second  night  of  his  arrival  hither. 
The  crime  was  that  of  writing  against  a  project  of 
one  Wood,  an  ironmonger,  to  coin  100,000/.  in  half- 
pence not  worth  a  sixth  part  of  the  money,  which 
was  laid  before  the  people  in  so  plain  a  manner 
that  they  all  refused  it :  and  so  the  nation  was  pre- 
served from  immediate  ruin. 

I  have  done  some  smaller  services  to  this  kingdom, 
but  I  can  do  no  more.  I  have  too  many  years  upon 
me,  and  have  too  much  sickness.  I  am  out  of  favour 
at  court,  where  I  was  well  received,  during  two  sum- 
mers, six  or  seven  years  ago.  The  governing  people 
here  do  not  love  me.  For,  as  corrupt  as  England  is, 
it  is  a  habitation  of  saints  in  comparison  of  Ireland. 

We  are  si s  and  kn s,  and  fools  ;  and  all,  but 

bishops  and  people  in  employments,  beggars.  The 
cash  of  Ireland  does  not  amount  to  200,{)00l. :  the 
few  honest  men  among  us  are  dead-hearted,  poor, 
and  out  of  favour  and  power. 


I  talked  to  two  or  three  gentlemen  of  this  home 
of  commons  now  sitting  here:  and  mentioning  joor 
scheme,  showed  how  very  advantageous  it  would  be 
to  Ireland.  They  agreed  with  me ;  but  said  that,  if 
such  a  thing  were  proposed,  the  members  would  ail 
go  out,  as  at  a  thing  they  had  no  concern  in. 

I  believe  the  people  of  Lapland  or  the  Hotten- 
tots are  not  so  miserable  a  people  as  we ;  for  op- 
pression, supported  by  power,  will  infallibly  inox  • 
duce  slavish  principles.  I  am  afraid  that,  even  m 
England,  your  proposal  will  come  to  nothing.  Thcz< 
is  not  virtue  enough  led  among  mankind.  If  vour 
scheme  should  pass  into  an  act,  it  will  become  a  joti; 

your  sanguine  temper  will  cool :  r s  will  he  the 

only  gainers.  Party  and  faction  will  intermio;^^ 
and  defeat  the  most  essential  parts  of  the  whole  cr- 
sign.  Standing  armies  in  times  of  peace,  proj«c:« 
of  excise,  and  bribing  at  election?,  are  all  }ou  :^. 
like  to  be  employed  in,  not  forgetting^  aepltrix^ 
parliaments,  directly  against  the  old  Whig  principk% 
which  always  have  been  mine. 

A  gentleman  of  this  kingdom,  about  three  yeu* 
ago,  joined  with  some  others  in  a  fishery  here  la  ur 
northern  parts :  tliey  advanced  2001.  by  way  of  thii: 
they  got  men  from  Orkney  to  cure  their  fish,  «Lj 
understood  it  well.  Hut  the  vulgar  folks  of  IreUiiJ 
are  so  lazy  and  so  knavish  that  it  turned  to  no  ^  - 
count,  nor  would  anybody  join  with  them ;  acd  sa 
the  matter  fell,  and  they  lost  tii^'O-thirds  of  thfir 
money.  Oppressed  beggars  are  always  knaves ;  ^ 
I  believe  there  hardly  are  any  other  aznoxtg  oa. 
They  had  rather  gain  a  shilling  by  knavery  tLjs 
five  pounds  by  honest  dealing.  They  lost  30,i«Xt. 
a-year  for  ever  in  the  time  of  the  plague  at  Maispiil*^. 
when  the  Spaniards  would  have  bought  all  their  Uh'^k 
from  Ireland,  but  the  merchants  and  the  weavers  &e*.i 
over  such  abominable  linen  that  it  was  all  return  1 
back  or  sold  for  a  fourth  part  of  the  value.  Tlii*  > 
our  condition,  which  you  may  please  to  pitT«  b  '. 
never  can  mend.  I  wish  you  good  succ^&s  with  ail 
my  heart.  I  have  always  loved  good  projects,  b  r 
have  alwap  found  them  to  miscarry.  I  am,  sir.  vriilt 
true  esteem  for  your  good  intentions,  your  moct  oU> 
dient  servant,  Jonathan  Swikt. 

P.S.  If  I  can  be  of  any  service  to  you  in  i!..^ 
kingdom,  I  shall  be  glad  you  will  employ  me. 


FROM  LORD  BOLINGBROKE. 

April  U.  17^ 

Reverend  and  dear  Sir, — ^I  have  received  your% 
of  the  16th  of  February  very  lately ;  but  hare  nut  jii 
seen  the  person  who  brought  it,  nor  am  likelv  to 
see  him,  unless  he  finds  me  out  iu  my  retreat.     Ou; 
friend  Pope  is  in  town,  and  to  him  I  send  this  letter; 
for  he  tells  me  he  can  forward  it  to  you  by  the  haii<i« 
of  one  of  our  common  friends.     If  I  can  do  Mr. 
Faulkner  any  service  I  shall  certainly  do  it,  becatt>r 
I  shall  catch  at  any  opportunity  of  pleasing  vou ;  but 
my  help  in  a  project  of  subscription  will*,  I   frsr. 
avail  him  little.     I  live  much  out  of  the  world,  aj*<l 
I  do  not  blush  to  own  that  I  am  out  of  jashion  in  it. 
My  wife,  who  is  extremely  obliged  to  you  ibr  T*tur 
kind  remembrance  of  her,  and  who  desires  me  to  u^ 
all  the  fond  things  from  her  to  you  which  1  kaoir 
she  thinks,  enjoys  a  precarious  health,  easily  sbAkrs 
and  sometimes  interrupted  by  fits  of  severe  pain, 
but  upon  the  whole  much  better  than  it  has  b<^  o 
these  five  years.     I  walk  down  hill  easily  and  lei- 
surely enough,  except  when  a  strong  disposauoo  to 
the  jaundice  (that  I  have  long  carried  about  mc^ 
gives  me  a  shove.     I  guard  against  it  as  well  n  1 
can ;  the  censors  say  not  as  well  as  I  might.     l\v 
sedentary  a  life  hurts  me,  and  yet  I  do  not  carr  ti* 
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cAd  any  other,  for  nuntering  about  my  grounds  is 
lot  exercise.  I  say  I  will  be  very  active  this  sum- 
nor,  aud  I  will  try  to  keep  my  word.  Riding  is 
our  panacra  ;  and  Bathurst  is  younger  than  his  sous 
I)  obtferving  the  same  regimen.    If  I  can  keep  where 

sm  a  few  years  longer  I  shall  be  satisfied  ;  for  I 
ta?e  something,  and  not  much,  to  do  before  I  die. 

Luow  by  experience  one  cannot  serve  the  present 
j^'c.    About  posterity  one  may  flatter  one's  self,  and 

haTO  a  mind  to  write  to  the  next  age.  You  have 
efn,  I  doubt  not,  the  ethic  epistles,  and  though 
ho)-  go  a  tittle  into  metaphysics,  I  persuade  myself 
ou  both  understand  and  approve  them ;  the  first 
)ook  being  finished,  the  others  will  soon  follow,  for 
nany  of  them  are  writ,  or  crayoned  out.  What  are 
ou  doing  1 — Good,  I  am  sure.  But  of  what  kind  1 
?ny,  Mr.  Dean,  be  a  little  more  cautious  in  your 
trcommendations.  I  took  care  a  year  ago  to  remove 
ome  obstacles  that  might  have  hindered  the  success 
>f  one  of  your  recommendations,  and  I  have  heartily 
vpented  of  it  since.  The  fellow  wants  morals,  and, 
IS  I  hear,  decency  sometimes.  You  have  had  ac- 
counts I  presume  which  will  not  leave  you  at  a  loss 

0  guess  whom  I  mean.  Is  there  no  hope  left  of 
^eing  you  once  more  in  this  island  1  I  often  wish 
a)  4elf  out  of  it,  and  I  ahall  wish  so  much  more  if  it 

1  impossible  de  voiamer  (I  know  no  English  word 
0  s&y  the  same  thing)  with  you.  Adieu,  dear  sir ; 
u>  man  living  preserres  a  higher  esteem  or  a  more 
nnn  and  sincere  friendship  for  you  than  I  do. 


FROM  LORD  CARTERET. 

Jermyn-fltreet,  April  IS,  17S4. 
3iR, — I  had  the  honour  of  your  letter,  which  gave 
ne  a  considerable  pleasure  to  see  that  I  am  not  so 
nuch  out  of  your  thoughts  but  that  you  can  take 
lotiee  of  events  that  happen  in  my  family.  I  need 
lot  say  that  these  alliances*  are  very  agreeable  to 
oe ;  but  that  they  are  so  to  my  friends  adds  much 
n  tiie  satisfaction  I  receive  from  them.  They  cer- 
•ainly  enable  me  to  contract  my  desires,  which  is  no 
uconaiderable  step  towards  being  happy.  As  to 
>ther  things,  I  go  on  as  well  as  I  can ;  and  now  and 
then  ^observe  that  I  have  more  friends  now  than  I 
iiad  when  I  was  in  a  situation  to  do  them  service, 
rbis  may  be  a  delusion ;  however,  it  is  a  pleasing 
>De.  And  I  have  more  reason  to  believe  a  man,  now 
(can  do  him  no  good,  than  I  had  when  I  could  do 
lint  favours,  which  the  greatest  philosophers  are  some- 
Jmes  tempted  to  solicit  their  friends  about.  I  shall 
wntinue  to  serve  Mrs.  Barber,  by  recommending 
^er,  as  occasion  shall  oflfer,  where  it  is  necessary ; 
i>ut  you  have  done  that  so  effectually  that  nothing 
(iced  be  said  to  those  to  whom  you  have  said  any- 
thing in  her  behalf.  I  hope  Dr.  Delany  is,  as  he 
ilways  used  to  be,  cheerful  in  himself  and  agreeable 
to  all  that  know  him,  and  that  he  by  this  time  is 
ronvinced  that  the  world  is  not  worthy  of  so  much 
speculation  as  he  has  bestowed  upon  some  matters. 
Lady  Worsley,  my  wife,  and  daughters,  to  whom  I 
h»Te  shown  your  letter,  not  forgetting  my  motlier, 
prt^^nt  their  humble  sevice  to  you.  And  I  desire 
to  recommend  the  whole  family,  as  well  as  myself, 
lo  the  continuance  of  your  favour.  I  am,  sir,  with 
the  invatest  respect,  your  most  humble  and  most 
obedient  servant,  CAaTBRET. 


TO  MBS  HOADLY. 
[Daughtrr  of  the  uchbisliop  of  Dablln.] 
«.  June  4, 17S4. 

3iADAM,-.Wben  I  lived  in  England,  once  every  year  I 
>Mued  out  an  edict,  commanding  that  all  ladies  of  wit, 

•  Hi«1on)ihip'a  third  daiiKht«r,  G«orvina-CaroUiM,  wssaaar- 
n«i  Fi-b.  u.  1794,  to  ths  bwioursbls  John  Spenesr.   * 
▼OL.  II. 


sense,  merit,  and  quality,  who  had  an  ambition  to  be 
acquainted  with  me,  should  make  tlie  first  advances  at 
their  peril ;  which  edict,  you  may  believe,  was  univer- 
sally obeyed.  When  Qmuch  against  my  will)  I  came 
to  live  in  this  kingdom,  I  published  the  same  edict; 
only,  the  harvest  iMre  being  not  altogether  so  plentiful, 
I  confined  myself  to  a  smaller  compass.  Triis  made 
me  often  wonder  how  you  came  so  long  to  neglect  your 
duty ;  for,  if  you  pretend  ignorance,  I  may  produce 
l^al  witiM*sses  against  you. 

I  have  heard  of  a  judge  bribed  with  a  pig,  but  it 
was  discovered  by  the  squeaking ;  and  thoefore,  you 
have  been  so  politic  as  to  send  me  a  dead  one,  which 
can  tell  no  tales.  Your  present  of  butter  was  made 
with  the  same  design,  as  a  known  court  practice,  to 
grease  my  fist  that  I  might  keep  silence.  These  are 
great  oflences,  contrived  on  purpose  to  corrupt  my 
integrity.  And  besides,  I  apprehend,  that  if  I  should 
wait  on  you  to  return  my  thanks,  you  will  deny  that 
the  pig  and  butter  were  any  advances  at  all  on  your 
side,  and  give  out  that  I  made  them  first ;  by  which  I 
may  endanger  the  fundamental  privilege  that  I  have 
kept  so  many  years  in  two  kingdoms,  at  least  make  it 
a  point  of  controversy.  However,  I  have  two  ways 
to  be  revenged ;  first,  I  will  let  all  the  ladies  of  my 
acquaintance  know,  that  you,  tlie  sole  daughter  and 
chud  of  his  grace  of  Dublin,  are  so  mean  as  to  descend 
to  understand  housewifery ;  which  every  girl  of  this 
town,  who  can  afford  sixpence  a-montfa  for  a  chair 
would  scorn  to  be  thought  to  have  the  least  knowledge 
in ;  and  this  will  give  you  as  ill  a  reputation  as  if 
you  had  been  caught  in  the  fact  of  reading  a  history, 
or  handling  a  needle,  or  working  in  a  field  at  Tal- 
lagfa.  My  other  revenge  shall  be  this:  when  my 
lord's  gentleman  delivered  his  message,  after  I  put 
him  some  questions,  he  drew  out  a  paper  contain- 
ing your  directions,  and  in  your  hand;  I  said  it 
properly  belonged  to  me;  and  when  I  had  read  it, 
I  put  it  in  my  pocket,  and  am  ready  to  swear,  when 
lawfully  called,  that  it  is  written  in  a  fair  hand, 
rightly  spelt,  and  good  plain  sense.  You  now  may 
see  I  have  you  at  mercy;  for  upon  the  least  of- 
fence given,  I  will  show  the  paper  to  every  f^ale 
scrawler  I  meet,  who  will  soon  ntread  about  tbe 
town  that  your  writing  and  spellmg  are  tingcn- 
teel  and  unfashionable,  more  like  a  parson  thim  a 
lady. 

I  suppose  by  this  time  you  are  willing  to  submit, 
and  therefore  I  desire  you  may  stint  me  to  two  china 
bowls  of  butter  a-week ;  for  my  breakfast  is  that  of  a 
sickly  man,  rice  gniel ;  and  I  am  wholly  a  stranger  to 
tea  and  coffee,  the  companions  of  bread  and  butter.  I 
received  my  third  bowl  last  night,  and  I  think  my 
second  is  sdmost  entire.  I  hope  and  believe  my  lord 
archbishop  will  teach  his  neighbouring  tenants  and 
farmers  a  little  English  country  management :  and  I 
lay  it  upon  you,  madam,  to  bring  housewifery  in 
fashion  among  our  ladies;  that,  by  your  example, 
tliey  may  no  longer  pride  themselves  on  their  natural 
or  aflected  ignorance.  I  am,  with  the  truest  respect 
and  esteem,  madam,  your  most  obedient  and  obliged, 
&c.,  Jonathan  Swipt. 

I  desire  to  present  my  most,  &c.,  to  his  grace  and  tbe 
ladies. 


;FROM  DR.  JOHN  8TBRNE,  BISHOP  OF  CLOGHBt 

Clogher.  Jane  S».  1734. 
Ma.  Dean,— I  have  a  letter  of  yours  of  a  very  long 
dati^  and  should,  it  may  be,  out  of  good  manners, 
have  answered  it  long  since ;  but  I  tlwMight  it  would 
be  better  to  delay  the  answer  I  was  then  able  to  make^ 
to  our  first  private  meeting,  which  I  thought  might  be 
soon ;  and  for  the  same  reuon  that  delayed  me  Umb^  I 
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shall  put  off  my  defence  till  I  have  the  pleasure  of 
half  an  hour  •  private  conversation  with  you,  when  I 
think  I  shall  be  able  to  clear  myself  from  the  heavy 
charges  you  bring  against  me;  and  tlierefore,  not  to 
take  any  further  notice  of  tliat  letter,  I  sliall,  in  answer 
to  your  last,  which  I  received  by  last  post,  return  you 
my  thanks  for  your  having  taken  the  same  care  about 
the  60/.,  which  at  your  request  I  lent  Joe  Beaumont, 
whose  circumstances  at  that  time  I  was  pretty  much  a 
stranger  to,  as  you  Iiave  taken  about  the  money  you 
lent  him  on  the  same  occasion ;  and  as  this  shall  serve 
fur  a  full  discharge  of  all  demands  I  have  on  Joe's 
execution,*  so  1  shall  take  it  as  a  favour  if  you  will 
take  on  you  the  trouble  of  disposing  of  that  sum  of  50/. 
as  an  augmentation  to  your  own  charitable  fund,  or 
to  any  other  charitable  use  you  shall  judge  proper, 
and  that  I  desire  may  be  without  any  mention  of  my 
name. 

If  you  desire  an  acquittance  in  any  other  form,  be 
pleased  to  draw  one  and  I  will  sign  it.  1  shall  be 
proud  of  a  visit  in  this  mountainous  country,  being, 
notwithstanding  any  coolness  or  misunderstanding  that 
hjvs  happened  between  us,  as  much  as  ever,  your  affec- 
tionate friend  and  servant,  John  Clogheb. 


FROM  LORD  BOUNGBROKR 

From  my  form,  June  87.  1734. 
I  THANK  you,  Mr.  Dean ;  or,  to  use  a  name  to  me  more 
sacred,  I  thank  you,  my  friend,  for  your  letter  of  the 
23rd  of  May,  which  came  to  me  by  post.  I  answer  it 
by  the  same  conveyance ;  and  provided  the  diligent 
inspection  of  private  men's  correspondence  do  not  stop 
our  letters,  they  have  my  leave  to  do,  what  they  will  do 
without  it,  to  open  and  read  them.  If  they  expect  to 
find  anything  which  may  do  us  hurt,  or  them  good, 
their  disappointment  will  give  me  pleasure,  and  in 
the  proportion  I  shall  imagine  it  gives  them  pain. 
I  should  have  another  pleasure,  of  higher  relish,  if 
our  epistles  were  to  be  perused  by  persons  of  higher 
rank.  And  wlio  knows,  considering  the  mighty 
importance  we  are  of,  wlietlier  that  may  not  happen  ? 
How  would  these  persons  stare  to  see  such  a  thing  as 
sincere  cordial  friendship  subsist  inviolate,  and  grow 
and  strengthen  from  year  to  year,  in  spite  of  distaitce, 
absence,  and  mutual  inutility. 

Out  enough  on  this.  Let  us  turn  to  other  subjects. 
I  have  read  in  the  golden  verses  of  Pythagoras,  or  in 
some  other  collection  of  wise  apophtliegms  of  the  an- 
cients, that  a  man  of  business  may  talk  of  philosophy, 
— a  man  who  has  none  may  practise  it.  What  do  you 
think  of  this  maxim  ¥  Is  it  exact  ?  I  have  a  strange 
distrust  of  maxims.  We  make  as  manv  observations 
as  our  time,  our  knowledge,  and  the  other  means  we 
have  give  us  the  opportunity  of  making  on  a  physical 
matter.  We  find  that  they  all  correspond,  and  that 
one  general  proposition  may  be  a£Srmed  as  the  result 
of  them.  This  we  affirm,  and,  in  consequence,  this 
l)eronies  a  maxim  among  our  followers,  if  we  have  any. 
Thus  the  king  of  Siam  aJQSrmed,  that  wafer  was  always 
in  a  fluid  state ;  and  I  doubt  not  but  the  Ta]a]X)ins 
(do  they  not  call  them  so  ?)  held  this  maxim.  Neither 
he  nor  they  had  ever  climbed  the  neighbouring  moun- 
tains of  A  va:  their  observations  were  confined  to  the 
burning  climate  they  inhabited.  It  is  much  the  same 
in  moral  maxims,  founded  on  observations  of  the  con- 
duct of  men;  for  there  are  other  moml  maxims  of 
universal  truth,  as  there  are  moral  duties  of  eternal 
obligation.  We  see  what  the  conduct  is,  and  we 
guess  what  the  motives  are,  of  great  numbevs  of  men ; 
but  then  we  see  often  at  too  great  a  distmce,  or 

*  This  execution  was  asdnst  the  heirs  or  rcpreKntaUves  of 
Mr.  Beaumoot,  who  bad  uisd  seveml  yeais  before  the  tUle  of 
*his  letter.     ' 


through  a  faulty  medium;  we  gueii  with  nock 
uncertainty  from  a  thousand  reasons  conoenib:! 
thing  as  various,  as  changing,  as  inoonnstent  u  ^'i 
heart  of  man.  And  even  when  we  see  rigbt,  uc 
guess  right,  we  build  our  maximi  on  a  srosll  nur> 
bet  of  observations,  (for  such  they  are  compsnliTt'j. 
how  numerous  soever  they  may  be,  taken  bj  tha- 
selves,)  which  our  own  age  and  our  own  ccostry 
chiefly  have  presented  to  us. 

You  and  I  have  known  one  man  in  paiticuUr  [tis 
earl  of  Oxford],  who  affected  businev  he  oftm  L^ 
dered,  and  never  did;  who  had  the  honour  tm.^ 
some,  and  the  blame  among  others,  of  brioea^; 
about  great  revolutions  in  his  own  country,  sod  it.  tbc 
general  affairs  of  Europe ;  and  who  was,  at  A«  tj^' 
time,  the  idlest  creature  living;  who  was  neva  cu* 
copious  than  in  expressing,  when  that  wu  Ibe  tfrr; 
of  the  day,  his  indifference  to  power,  and  bb  c^> 
tempt  of  what  we  call  honours,  such  as  titles,  ribbu 
&c.,  who  should,  to  have  been  consistent,  ha\f  W 
this  indifference,  and  have  felt  this  contempt,  i.' 
he  knew  neither  Low  to  use  power  nor  hov  u  tti' 
honours,  and  yet  who  was  jealous  of  one  and  i-j^  ' 
the  other  even  to  ridicule.  This  character  tttaa  t--'- 
gular  enough,  and  yet  I  have  known  some  re«mLx 
it  very  much  in  general,  and  many  exactly  like  it.  £ 
the  strongest  marks  it  bore. 

Now  let  us  suppose  that  some  Rochefoucanit  r 
other,  some  anthroponomical  sage  should  dlsccrff* 
multitude  of  similar  instances,  and  not  stumble  cp 
any  one  repugnant ;  you  and  I  Aould  not,  \m^f:. 
receive  for  a  maxim,  that  be  who  affects  bu^v« 
never  does  it;  nor  this,  that  he  who  brings  about ri-' 
revolutions  is  alvrays  idle ;  nor  this,  that  he  v^k*  n- 
pesses  indifference  to  power  and  contempt  of  hiA<3! 
IS  jealous  of  one  ami  fond  of  the  others. 

Ph)ceed  we  now,  dear  doctor,  to  the  applicatia.  ^ 
man  in  business  and  a  man  who  is  out  of  it  v.': 
equally  talk  of  philosophy ;  that  is  certain.  The  q^  t*- 
tion  is,  whether  the  man  in  business  may  not  pn^^ 
it  as  well  as  the  man  out  of  business  f    I  tliif»  > 
may  in  this  sense  as  easily;  but  sure  I  amhf  r  • 
in  this  sense  as  usefully.     If  we  look  intotbe  v.-' 
our  part  of  it  I  mean,  we  shall  find,  1  belieTc.  frv  f^' 
losophers  in  business  or  out  of  business.    Tb«  cr^^!^ 
port  of  the  men  I  have  seen  in  business,  perbap  i^'  ^^ 
them,  have  been  so  far  from  acting  on  philosi'i|l**' 
principles,  that  is  on  principles  of  reason  sod  v^>^- 
that  they  have  not  acted  even  on  Ac  highest  jinoq*«» 
of  vice.     I  have  not  known  a  man  of  real  ambiu*  ^* 
man  who  sacrificed  all  his  paasioiis,  or  made  thea  ^ 
subservient  to   that  one;    but  I   have  known  naf- 
whose  vanity  and  whose  avarice  mimicked  amhic* 
The  greatest  part  of  the  men  I  have  seen  oat  t^^*"^^ 
ness  have  been  so  far  from  practising  phOosof^J.^-'* 
they  have  lived  in  tlie  world  arrant  triflen ;  or  rrfi«^ 
from  it,  have  fallen  into  stupid  indolence,  vad^a^*^ 
such  an  inscription  as  Seneca  mentions,  in  ow  «>!'  kj 
letters  to  Lucifius,  to  have  been  put  over  tbe  «i*"' 
one  VattU,  "  Hie  aihtt  ttt  rattiar    But  for  a"/^* 
I  think  that  a  man  in  business  may  practl*  H^,* 
sophy  as  austerely  to  himself,  and  moft  brnrff-*'? 
to    mankind,    than    a  man    out  of  it     TV  «*'** 
were  an  affected,  pedantical  sect;  but  I  barf  al«»'' 
approved  that  rule   of  the  PorHque,   that  a  |^  ' 
sopher  was   not  to  exempt  himself  froni  the  o^* 
of  society,   neither   in  the  community  to  whi<i » 
particularly  belonged,  nor  in  the  great  eooi»»*  jf> 
of  mankind,    r  Mencius  and  his  master  CWiif^ 
were  strange  metaphyaicians,   but   th^  *^  ^ 
moralists,  and  they  divided  their  doctnD»nitoti:' 
parts ;  the   duties  of  a  man,  as  an  individiul,  »^* 
member  of  a  fiunilv,  and  aa  a  member  of  a  ^f' 
shorty  a  maa  may  be,  many  men  have  be«i^  §»!** 
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ne,  1  Wlieve,  ptiuoiopnen  in  buiineM ;  he  that  can 
e  90  out  of  it  can  be  bo  in  it. 

But  it  ij  impooiible  to  talk  lo  much  of  philosophy 
11(1  (oT^et  to  speak  of  Pope.  He  is  actually  Runblin^ 
rom  one  friend*s  house  to  another.  He  is  now  at  Ci- 
mcefter ;  he  came  thither  from  my  lord  Cobham's ; 
( came  to  my  lord  Cobham's  from  Mr.  Dormer's ; 

I  Mr.  Dormer's  from  Xondon;  to  Tendon  from 
!biswick ;  to  Chiswick  from  my  farm ;  to  my  farm 
roro  his  own  garden;  and  he  goes  soon  from  lord 
Utbiint  s  to  lord  Peterborough's ;  after  which  he 
Hums  to  my  fivm  again.  The  demon  of  verse  sticks 
lose  to  him.  He  has  been  imitating  the  satire  of 
iorsce,  which  begins  jtwtbubaiarum  coUegia  phannaco- 
Uttj  &c.,  and  has  chosen  rather  to  weaken  the  images 
luin  to  hurt  chaste  ears  overmach.  He  has  sent  it 
oe;  bat  I  shall  keep  his  secret  at  he  desires,  and 
lull  iiot,  I  think,  return  him  the  copy ;  for  the  rogue 
AS  fixed  a  ridicule  upon  me,  which  some  events  of  my 
ife  would  seem  perhaps  to  justify  htm  in  doing.  I  am 
lail  you  approve  his  moral  essays.  They  will  do 
note  good  than  the  sermons  and  writings  of  some  who 
Oft  a  mind  to  find  great  fault  with  them.  And  if  the 
lortritift  taughty  hinted  at,  and  implied  in  them,  and 
be  trains  of  consequences  deducible  from  these 
ioctrines,  were  to  be  disputed  in  prose,  I  think  he 
rould  bave  no  reason  to  apprehend  either  the  free- 
hinkers  on  one  hand,  or  the  narrow  dogmatists  on  the 
)tber.  Some  few  things  may  be  expressed  a  little 
urdiv,  hut  none  are,  I  believe,  unmtelligible.  I 
rin  let  him  know  your  complaints  of  his  silence; 
vhidi  I  wonder  at  the  more  because  he  has  often 
{wke  in  such  a  manner  as  made  me  conclude  you 
M'tfti  from  him  nretty  regularly.  Your  compli- 
neiits  ihaU  be  paia  likewise  to  the  other  friends  you 
DTOtion. 

Von  complain  of  the  vast  alteration  which  the 
iK  leveti  years  have  made  in  you;  and  do  you 
idiere,  that  tliey  have  not  made  proportionable 
Juiatioos  in  usY  Satufy  yourself  they  nave.  We 
il  go  the  nme  road,  and  keep  much  the  some 
tign.  liet  this  consideration,  therefore,  not  hin- 
Irr  you  from  coming  among  us.  You  shall  ride, 
rslk,  trifle,  meddle,  chide,  and  be  as  ill-bred  as 
ou  please;  aiid  the  indulgence  you  receive  on 
iio«e  be^  you  shall  return  on  these  or  others. 
idieu. 

I  will  speak  to  you  about  books  next  time  I  write, 
'  I  can  recollect  what  I  intended  to  say  upon  a  passage 

II  your  letter ;  or  if  anything  else  worth  saying  comes 
iiU)  my  head.     Adieu,  my  friend. 


FROM  THE  EARL  OF  OXFORD. 
^  Dofrr^street,  August  8, 1734. 

tooD  Ms.  DBAN,«-It  is  now  so  long  since  I  bave 
roublcd  you  with  a  lettor  that  I  am  almost  quite 
>hamed  to  do  it  now ;  but  the  truth  of  the  case  is 
bu,  I  cannot  be  longer  easy  any  further  to  defer  my 
tukiiig  my  due  acknowledgments  to  you  in  the  best 
owner  I  can,  fur  the  many  kind  remembrances  I 
tAve  received  from  under  your  own  hand,  and  your 
bilging  notice  of  me  in  your  letters  to  Mr.  Pope,  &c 
t  «as  on  extreme  great  pleasure  to  me  to  find  that 
'.  •till  maintained  a  share  in  your  thoughts,  that  I 
^•u  It  ill  worthy  to  receive  your  commands ;  I  did 
^y  brat,  I  did  all  that  lay  in  my  power  to  obey 
beni  ;  I  wish  there  had  been  better  success.  I 
iMure  you  this,  that  there  is  no  person  TI  speak 
i^itbuut  excepting  one)  whose  commands  1  would 
nore  n>adily  obey  than  yours;  1  hope  you  will  be 
"  K^hmI  as  to  indulge  me,  and  make  use  of  your 
>o«t'r  often :  I  value  myself  not  a  little  upon  this 
core,  and    you  see  here  how  easy  it  is  fur  you 


to  moke  one  happy,  which  is  more  than  can  be 
said  of . 

I  shall  now  take  the  liberty  to  talk  to  you  a  little 
upon  family  aflairs ;  and  my  encouragement  to  do  it 
proceeds  from  this,  tluit  ever  since  I  have  been  so  for- 
tunate to  be  acquainted  with  you,  you  have  in  the 
kindest  manner  always  taken  part  in  whatever  fortune 
befell  me  or  my  family. 

Indulge,  therefore,  the  fondness  of  a  father  to 
detain  you  so  long  as  to  give  a  sincere  friend  some 
accoimt  of  the  completing  a  great  work,  the  disposal 
of  an  only  daughter  in  marriage,  and  in  these  times. 

The  whole  affair  was  conducted  with  as  much  care 
and  consideration  as  we  were  capable  of;  when  we 
looked  over  and  weighed  the  many  oflers  that  had  been 
proposed  to  us,  and  what  sort  of  creatures  they  were 
composed  of,  this  person  we  have  now  chosen  had  the 
fairest  and  most  unexceptionable  character,  and  as  his 
composition  is  the  most  unlike  the  genoality  of  the 
young  gentlemen  of  this  age,  which  you  will  think  waa 
no  small  ingredient  toward  our  approbation  of  him. 
As  I  hope  and  long  much  to  see  you  in  England,  I 
believe  when  you  see  the  duke*  you  will  be  pleased 
with  him,  and  you  will  not  disapprove  of  our  choice ; 
as  he  is  free  from  the  prevailing  qualiflcations  of  the 
present  set  of  young  people  of  quality,  such  as  gaming, 
sharping,  pilfering,  lying,  &c.,  &c.,  so,  on  the  contrary, 
he  is  endowed  with  qualiflcations  they  are  strangers  to, 
such  as  justice,  honour,  excellent  temper  both  of  mind 
and  body,  aflfability,  living  well  with  his  own  femily ; 
and  the  manner  in  which  he  proposed  himself  was 
what  became  a  gentleman  and  a  man  of  honour. 
Thus  you  see  I  have  given  you  a  long  account  «^ 
this  afl'air,  and  the  reasons  which  induced  us  to  con* 
sent  to  this  match.  I  flatter  myself  that  you  will  not 
be  displeased  with  the  account  I  have  given  you 
of  the  gentleman  to  whom  we  have  given  our 
daughter. 

My  wife  and  my  daughter  desire  your  acceptance 
of  their  humble  service,  with  manv  wishes  for  the  en- 
joyment of  your  health,  and  would  be  very  glad  to 
see  you  over  here. 

Mr.  Pope  has  been  upon  the  ramble  above  these 
two  months :  he  is  now  with  my  lord  Peterborough, 
near  Southampton,  .where  he  proposes  to  stay  some 
time.  This  morning  died  Willis,  bishop  of  Winches- 
ter, and  is  to  be  succeeded  by  Hoadley,  and  further  I 
cannot  say. 

Pray,  has  Mr.  Jeb^  got  any  preferment  f  I  waa 
very  glad  to  hear  that  he  had  a  snare  .in  your  good 
opinion:  I  hope  he  has  done  nothing  to  forfeit  it. 
What  has  prevented  Mr.  Faulkner  from  sending  over 
your  works  ?c  be  promised  to  send  them  over  the  end 
of  last  May  at  the  fiirthest.  I  am,  with  true  regard 
and  esteem,  sir,'  your  most  obliged  and  most  faithful 
humble  servant^  Oxfoko. 


FROM  LADY  HOWTII. 

KiUane,  near  Kilkmny.  August  15, 17S4. 

Sib, — To  show  you  how  much  I  covet  your  corresiiond- 
ence,  I  would  not  even  give  myself  time  to  rest ;  for 
gratitude  obliges  me  to  return  you  thanks  for  all  your 
favours,  in  particular  your  last,  which  quite  cured  me 
of  my  cold.  1  can  as  yet  give  you  no  account  of  this 
country,  but  that  I  liave  been  mightilv  hurried,  settling 
my  little  family.     Yte  all  jgot  Mfe  here  on  Monday 

a  WUliam  Rentinck,  weeaaA  duke  of  PortlAod. 

b  An  EnglUh  clcrgymao.  who,  ioon  after  the  date  of  IhU  let- 
ter, got  Tery  good  prebnnent  to  tho  church  of  Ireland.  In  tho 
year  ITes  be  waa  prebendarv  of  Clirlstrehnrdi,  Uublto.  and 
rector  of  ySt  Thomaa's  In  the  Eael. 

«  These  were  the  Hret  tout  volumce  In  oeUiTO 'which  were 
reviaed  and  conttod  hy  tiwift.  aa  inileed  w-ere  also  the  two  sub- 
sequent voloiacs,  printed  in  the  year  1*38. 
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night;  ana  this  day  was  the  fair  of  Bennett's  bridgei 
where  I  had  two  gentlemen  on  purpose  to  look  out  for 
a  pad  for  you,  but  there  was  not  one  to  be  got ;  but  if 
there  be  any  such  thing  to  be  had  as  a  good  trotter, 
such  a  one  as  I  know  you  like,  I  will  have  it.  I  do 
not  know  whether  you  will  be  as  free  in  writing  as  you 
are  in  speaking ;  but  I  am  sure,  were  I  at  your  elbow 
when  you  read  this,  you  would  bid  me  go  to  a  writing- 
school  and  a  spelling-book.  My  lord  joins  me  in  begging 
you  will  accept  of  our  best  wishes,  and  hope  you  will 
believe  me  to  be,  what  I  really  am,  your  affectionate 
friend  and  humble  servant,  Lucy  Howtu. 

FROM  DR.  SHERIDAN. 

August  16. 1734. 

Dear  Dean, — A  little  before  I  go  to  Dublin  I  intend 
to  kill  a  buck,  and  send  you  some  of  it.  Mr.  Hamil- 
ton has  promised  me  that  favour.  He  has  the  best  and 
fattest  venison  I  ever  tasted ;  and  the  finest  boat,  and 
the  finest  situation,  and  the  finest  house,  and  the  finest 
hall,  and  the  finest  wife  and  children,  and  the  finest 
way  of  living  I  ever  met  You  live  in  Dublin  among 
a  parcel  of  rabble ;  I  live  at  Castle  Hamilton  among 
gentlemen  and  ladies ;  you  live  upon  chaffed  mutton, 
I  live  )upon  venison ;  you  drink  benicarlo  wine,  I 
drink  right  Fkiench  margose;  you  hear  nothing  but 
noise,  with  ravishuig  music  my  ears  are  delighted.  If 
you  were  here  you  would  never  go  back  again.  I 
fancy  that  I  never  shall ;  and  that  I  shall  be  able  soon 
to  keep  my  coach,  and  bring  yon  down  into  this  ely- 
•ium,  which  is  both  my  taste  and  my  choice. 

Pouvoir  choisir,  et  choisir  le  meilleur,  ce  sont  deux 
avantages  qu*a  le  bon  godt  C'est  done  un  des  plus 
grands  dons  du  ciel  d*§tre  n€  homme  de  bon  cfaoix. 
And  to  give  you  a  sample  of  my  good  choice,  I  choose 
to  end  with  this  French  maxim,  having  no  more  to 
write,  but  my  love  to  my  mistress  and  service  to  all 
frtendf,     I  am  yours  to  the  day  of  judgment, 

Thomas  Sheridan. 


TO  THE  DUKE  OF  CHANDOS.' 

August  31 ,  1734. 

My  Lord, — Although  I  have  long  had  the  honour  to 
be  an  humble  servant  to  your  grace,  yet  I  do  not  re- 
member to  have  ever  written  you  a  letter,  at  least  since 
her  majesty's  death.  For  this  reason  your  grace  will 
reasonably  wonder  to  find  a  man  wholly  forgotten 
begin  a  commerce  by  making  a  request.  For  which  I 
can  ofler  no  other  excuse  than  that  frequent  applica- 
tion  has  been  made  to  me  by  many  learned  and  worthy 
persons  of  this  city  and  kingdom,  who,  having  heard 
that  I  was  not  unknown  to  you,  seldom  failed  any  op- 
portunity of  pressing  me  to  solicit  your  grace,  of  whose 
generous  nature  fame  has  well  informed  them,  to  make 
a  present  of  those  ancient'  records,  in  paper  or  parch- 
ment, which  relate  to  this  kingdom,  that  were  formerly 
collected,  as  we  have  heard,  by  the  late  earl  of  Cla- 
rendon, during  his  government  here,  and  are  now  in 
your  grace*s  possession.  They  can  be  of  no  use  ui 
England,  and  the  sight  of  them  will  be  of  little  value 
to  foreign  virtuosi ;  and  they  naturally  belong  to  this 
poor  kingdom.  1  could  wish  they  were  of  great  in- 
trinsic  value,  so  as  to  be  sold  on  the  Exchange  for 
1(M)0/.,  because  you  would  then  part  with  them  at 
the  first  hint,  merely  to  gratify  your  darling  passion 
of  generosity  and  munificence :  and  yet.  since  they 
are  only  valuable  in  the  place  of  their  birth,  like  the 
zest  of  our  natives,  I  hope  you  will  be  prevailed  on  to 
part  with  them  at  the  numble  request  of  many  very 
deserving  persons  in  this  city  and  university.  In  re* 
turn  for  wnich  bounty,  the  memory  of  it  shall  be  pre- 
served in  that  honourable  manner  which  so  generous  a 

*  On  this  duke  Swift  wrote  a  acxen  'onigram.  beginning— 
'*  Jamos  Bridges  and  the  dean  at  first  were  friends/'  &c. 


patron  of  learning a«  your  grace  will  he  certaiulv  ^W^ 
with.  And  at  their  request  alone  1  desire  your  c& 
pliance,  without  the  least  mention  of  mjself  a>  a.', 
way  instrumental. 

I  entreat  your  grace's  pardon  for  this  inteiropicr, 
and  remain,  with  the  greatest  respect,  my  lord,  t\~ 
grace's,  &c.  jonathas  S»i.t. 


FROM  MRS.  PENDAEVES. 

t  Little  Brook-rtroet.  September  9,1::^ 
Sir, — I  find  your  correspondence  is  like  the  linyir;  ^ 
the  nightingale ;  no  bird  sings  so  sweetly,  bet  d* 
pleasure  is  quickly  past;  a  month  or  two  of  banonj). 
and  tlien  we  lose  it  till  next  spring  -,  I  wish  yov  u- 
vours  may  as  certainly  return.  I  am  at  thU  time  »t 
only  deprived  of  your  letters,  but  of  all  other  ilui 
of  inquiring  after  your  health ;  your  friends  mi  s» 
correspondents  being  dispersed  to  their  summer  que- 
ters,  and  know  as  Uttle  of  you  as  I  do.  I  bire  l/ 
forgot  one  mortifying  article  on  this  occasion,  a-i  '^ 
your  design  in  negkcting  me  was  to  humUe  otf' 
has  taken  effect;  could  I  find  out  the  means  of  br.« 
revenged  I  would  most  certainly  put  it  in  eitcji^^ 
but  I  have  only  the  malice  of  an  incensed  M^r<cA 
woman,  without  the  power  of  returning  it.  TbrU 
letter  I  wrote  to<you  was  Irom  Gloncesta,  s^^> 
twelvemonth  ago ;  after  that  I  went  to  han%-lAi  '^ 
my  lady  Weymouth ;  came  to  town  in  January.  ^^ ' 
I  have  remained  ever  since,  except  a  few  weeki  I  ^ 
at  sir  John  Stanley's,  at  Northend,  the  DeUille<rf*^ 
part  of  the  world.  I  hope  Naboth's  vineyard  U- 
rishes:  it  always  has  my  good  wishes,  though  I  £> 
not  near  enough  to  partake  of  its  fruits.  Tbc  t^i^ « 
now  empty,  and,  by  most  people,  called  dull;  ^s* 
it  is  just  agreeable,  for  I  have  most  of  my  (vcrc^ 
fViends  in  town,  and  my  superfittous  acquaiutaucr  I  car 
very  well  spare.  My  lora  Carteret  is  at  Havots;  ^) 
lady  Carteret  is  in  town,  nursuig  my  lady  Dyart.  *■» 
is  brought  to  bed  of  a  very  fine  son,  and  in  bopn* 
my  lady  Weymouth's  being  soon  under  tbesaiw  '1 
cumstance.  I  have  not  seen  my  lord  Batfaorft  (ii^  | 
was  at  his  house  in  Gloucestershire ;  that  is  a  iniic:i*f 
X  believe  you  have  produced ;  for  as  loiig  »*  I  ''^' 
entertain  him  with  an  account  of  his  friend  the  Jm- 
he  was  glad  to  see  me ;  but  lately  we  have  beea  pw 
strangers.  Mrs.  Donellan  sometimes  talks  of  m^ 
a  winter's  visit  to  Dublin,  and  h^s  .vanity  evar- 
think  you  are  one  of  those  that  will  treat  her  )^ 
her  loss  to  me  will  be  irreparable,  beside  the  ro«t*S| 
tion  it  will  be  to  me  to  have  her  go  to  a  place  9^ 
should  so  gladly  accompany  her.  I  know  she  iiii'  ^^ 
just,  and  tell  the  reasons  why  I  could  not  lhi»  rj' 
take  such  a  progress.  After  having  forced  myse'f  '-^ 
your  company,  it  will  be  impertinent  to  ms^i^ri^ ' 
longer  visit,  and  destroy  the  intention  of  it:  wl"»^-" 
only  to  assure  you  of  my  being,  sir,  your  m«t  i^"'-''^ 
and  obUged  humble  servant,  M.  Psndute^ 


FROM  MR.  POPE  AND  LORD  BOUKGBROKt 

SrptembiT  1>.  l"*^ 

I  HAVE  ever  thought  you  as  sensible  ai  say  i**^ , 
knew  of  all  the  delicacies  of  friendship;  snd  ''j ; 
fear  (from  what  lord  B.  tells  me  you  said  m  r^ '" . 
letter)  that  you  did  not  quite  understand  the  rt^*'^^ 
my  late  [silence.  I  assure  you  it  proceeded  «» '!| 
from  the  tender  kindness  I  b«ir  you.  When  ib*  "*^ 
is  full  it  is  angry  at  all  words  that  csnnot  cosj*  of  ^ 
it ;  and  you  are  now  Ithe  man  in  all  the  v^u  '  '^ 
most  troubled  to  write  to,  for  you  are  the  friend  1  ^^ 
left  whom  I  am  most  grieved  about  D«th  b»^^ 
done  worse  to  me  in  separating  poor  Gay,  or  ^^^'f^^ 
than  disease  and  absence  in  dividing  us.  '  f"  *^^ 
to  know  how  you  do,  since  roost  accouoti  i  ba"* 
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i  {>aiti  fur  you,  and  I  am  unwilling  to  tell  you  tlie 
iiilitiun  of  my  own  health.  If  it  were  good  I  would 
f  ym  ;  aud  yet  if  I  found  you  in  that  very  condition 
(itafiiess  which  made  you  fly  from  us  while  we  were 
^ftlier,  what  comfort  could  we  derive  from  it?  In 
itiiig  uf^eu  I  thould  find  great  relief,  could  we  write 
riy ;  and  yet  when  I  have  done  so  you  seem,  by  not 
<\ri>riug  in  a  very  long  time,  to  feel  either  the  same 
leuineasi  I  do,  or  to  abstain  from  some  prudential 
U(»nt.  Vet  I  am  sure  nothing  tlutf  you  and  I  would 
f  to  each  other  (though  our  whole  souls  were  to  be 
4  open  to  the  clerks  of  the  post-oflice)  could  hurt 
her  of  us  so  much,  in  the  opinion  of  an  honest  man 
itckkI  subject,  as  the  intervening  officious  imperti- 
tiC4*  of  those  goers  l)etween  us,  who  in  England  pre- 
i(J  to  intimacies  with  you,  and  in  Ireland  to  inti- 
icifs  with  me.  I  cannot  but  receive  any  that  call 
wii  me  in  your  name,  and  in  truth  they  take  it  in 
in  tori  often.  I  take  all  opportunities  of  justifying 
u  ai^inst  these  friends,  especially  those  who  know 
1  you  think  and  write,  and  repeat  your  slighter 
rm.  It  is  generally  on  such  little  scraps  that 
flings  feed  ;  and  it  is  hard  the  world  should  judge 
our  housekeeping  from  what  we  fling  out  to  the 
^,  yet  this  is  often  the  consequence.  But  they 
■af  you  still  worse,  mix  their  own  with  yours,  print 
rm  to  ^t  money,  and  lay  them  at  your  door.  This 
un  satUKed  was  the  case  in  tlie  *<  Epistle  to  a  Lady  ;*' 
va«  just  the  same  hand  (if  I  have  any  judgment  in 
lie)  which  printed  your  <*  Life  and  ChsLiBCter*'  before, 
uch  you  so  strongly  disavowed  in  your  letters  to 
«l  Carteret,  myself,  and  others.  I  was  very  well 
forraed  of  another  fact  which  convinced  me  yet  more; 
e  same  person  who  gave  this  to  be  printed,  oflered  to  a 
K'Lseller  a  piece  in  prose  of  yours,  as  commissioned 
f  you,  which  has  since  appeared  and  been  owned  to 
*■  bis  own.  I  think  (I  say  once  more)  tliat  I  know 
nir  hand,  though  you  did  not  mine  in  the  "  Essay  on 
^s>'-"  I  beg  yuur  pardon  for  not  telling  you,  as  I 
<MiM  had  you  been  in  England ;  but  no  secret  can 
«•  your  Irish  Sea,  and  every  clerk  in  the  poet*  office 
ul  known  it.  I  fancy,  though  you  lost  sight  of  me 
i^the  first  of  those  essays,  you  saw  me  in  the,  second. 
w.d««igii  of  concealing  myself  was  good,'and  had  its 
|U  ^Rect;  I  was  thought  a  divine,  a  philosopher,  and 
nat  not ;  and  my  doctrine  had  a  sanction  I  could 
M  have  given  to  it.  Whether  I  can  proceed  in  the 
n)c  grave  march  like  Lucretius,  or  must  descend  to 
^  Riietiei  of  Horace,  I  know  not,  or  whether  I  can 
>«'ther;  but  be  the  future  as  it  will,  I  sliall  collect 
1  ilie  {last  in  one  fair  quarto  this  winter,  and  send  it 
«i  where  you  will  find  frequent  mention  of  yourself. 
»a»  tjUd  you  suffered  your  writings  to  be  collected 
w  rompletely  than  hitherto,  in  the  volumes  I  daily 
P^t  from  Ireland;  I  wish  it  had  lieen  in  more 
'otp,  but  that  .will  be  done  by  others;  yours  are 
;notiei  that  can  never  be  too  finely  dressed,  for  they 
'11  *ver  be  young.  I  have  only  one  piece  of  mercy 
.  K  of  you ;  do  not  laugh  at  my  gravity,  but  *|)er- 
«  me  to  wear  the  beard  of  a  philosopher,  till  I  pull 
*, ,  "?  ^•J'«  a  j«t  *>^  »*  myself.  It  is  just  what  my 
fu  u<»lingbroke  is  doing  with  metaphysics.  I  hope 
»"  wjU  live  to  see  and  stare  at  the  learned   figure 

'  «'m  nuke  on  the  tame  shelf  with  Locke  and  Mai- 

atiche. 

Vou  see  how  I  talk  to  vou  (for  this  is  not  writing) ; 
y'>u  like  I  should  do  so,  why  not  tell  me  sot  if  it 
*  least  pleasure  to  you,  I  will  write  twice  a-week 
^^  gladly;  but  can  you  abstract  the  letten  from 
•  Person  who  writes  them,  so  far  as  not  to  feel  more 
'«»*ion  in  the  thought  of  our  separation,  and  those 
'•jf'/rtunet  which  occasion  it,  tlian  satisfaction  in  the 
'"»'"gi  he  can  exjiresst  If  you  can,  really  and  from 
y  "«art  I  caniiot.      I  return  again  to  mekiicholy. 


Pray,  however,  tell  me,  is  it  a  satisfaction  ?  that  will 
make  it  one  to  me ;  and  we  will  think  alike,  as  frienda 
ought,  and  you  shall  hear  from  mc  punctually  just 
when  you  will. 

BY  LORD  BOUNOBROKS. 

Our  friend,  who  is  just  returned  from  a  progress  of 
three  months,  and  is  setting  out  in  three  days  with 
me  for  the  Bath,  where  he  will  stay  till  toward  the 
middle  of  Octobor,  left  this  letter  with  me  yesterday, 
and  I  cannot  seal  and  despatch  it  till  I  have  scribbled 
the  remainder  of  this  page  full.  He  talks  very  pom{K 
ously  of  my  metaphysics,  and  places  them  in  a  very 
honourable  station.  It  is  true  I  have  written  six  let- 
ters and  a  half  to  him  on  subjects  of  that  kind,  and  I 
propose  a  letter  and  a  half  more,  which  would  swell  the 
whole  up  to  a  considerable  volume.  But  he  thinks 
me  fonder  of  the  name  of  an  autlior  than  I  am.  When 
he  and  you,  and  one  or  two  other  friends  have  seen 
tliem,  #a/i«  magnvm  'Jheaintm  miki  etitM,  I  shall  not 
have  the  itch  of  making  them  more  public.  I  know 
how  little  regard  you  pay  to  writings  of  this  kind ;  but 
I  imagine  that  if  you  can  like  any  such,  it  must  be 
those  that  strip  metapliysics  of  all  their  bombast,  keen 
within  the  sight  of  every  well-constituted  eye,  ana 
never  bewilder  themselves  while  they  pretoid  to  guide 
the  reason  of  others.  I  wrote  to  you  a  long  letter 
some  time  ago,  and  sent  it  by  the  post.  Did  it  come 
to  your  hands,  or  did  the  inspectors  of  private  corre- 
spondence stop  it,  to  revenge  wemselves  of  the  ill  mid 
of  them  in  it  1     Fak  et  me  ama. 


PICKLEHERRINO  TO  MR.  FAULKNER.* 

Sirrah,^ — Are  not  you  the  rascal  tliat  makes  so  ftee 
with  my  family  f  Had  you  once  recollected  that, 
graceless  and  despised  as  he  is,  that  same  seijeant 
Kiter  was  my  brother,  and,  however  marred  in  the 
making,  was  oom  to  be  as  great  a  man  as  myself;  had 
you  thought  with  what  vengeance  a  man  in  my  high 
station  can  espouse  any  one*s  quarrel,  and  especially 
that  of  a  siokmg  brother,  durst  you  presume  to  run 
these  lengtlis  f  Mark  what  I  am  going  to  say ;  bitter 
is  the  sorrow,  hot,  sour,  and  cutting  is  the  sauca  you 
are  to  taste  after  your  merry  conceits  on  my  poor  bro- 
ther ;  and  what  mortal  can  expect  better  that  meddlfli 
with  the  very  worst  of  the  family  of  the  Pickles.  Re- 
collect at  last,  and  tremble!  Whom  hast  thou  of- 
fended and  stirred  up  to  wrath,  thou  little  pitifiil 
swad?  More  would  I  say  to  tliee,  but  that  I  take 
thee  right;  I  look  upon  thee  only  as  the  fonl  pipe 
through  which  the  filth  and  nastiness  of  the  woole 
nation  is  squirte<l  in  the  teeth  of  my  unfortunate  bro- 
ther, the  unlucky  graceless  dog,  that  has  brought  all 
this  on  himself;  but  alas,  my  brother!  But,  however 
provoked,  are  your  scribbling  spitfires  never  to  be  sa- 
tisfied t  One  should  think  that  by  this  time,  if  the 
poor  soul  had  not  enough,  they  certainlv  had  1  Is  it 
not  sufficient  fur  them  to  see  a  man  of  leamiDg  and 
law,  a  man  of  singular  inimitable  eloqiieooe,  a  man 
of  uuinralleled  graceful  action,  a  man  of  onspcakablc^ 
inconceivable  truth,  justice,  aud  sincerity,  exem|darT 
religion,  strict  virtue,  nice  honour,  and  sterling  worth 
in  general,  past  finding  outf  I  say,  is  it  not  sufficient 
to  see  a  luminary  like  this  now  shining  in  meridian 
lustre,  but  anon  set  for  ever  in  a  puddly  doud  t  la  it 
not  sufficient  to  see  him  so  unmasked  and  stigma- 
tised that  he  can  be  no  longer  a  tool  even  for  a  court 

•  Indoned liy  Dr.  Swtfl,  "  An eMslIent drell psiw" 

^  Thii  humoioiui  letter,  although  uddrssiid  to  Mr.  Paallcnsr, 

wan  ultimately  detignod  fhr  the  eoiertaininent  of  Dr.  Swift, 
c  llrttnworth.  ■rijeant-atlaw,  whoM*  character  b  wcHknowa 

for  theasMQit  he  mMle  upon  Dr.  Swift  in*  the  year  1T8S,  was 

rrec|umttly  pcnevutcd  by  the  yoong  .pccta  under  tha  naoie  o( 

sergeant  Kite.  . 
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sharper,  and  (wbat*s  wont  of  all  for  him)  no  longer 
to  be  in  pay  with  them  1    Is  it  not  sufficient  to  see 
his  poor  skull  (God  help  it)  incurably  bumped  and 
bulged  by  that  damnable  bounce  of  his  against  the 
pulpit  comish  ?     Is  it  not  sufficient  to  see  with  what 
pain  and  shame  he  wriggles  along  by  that  confounded 
splinter  of  the  bar  he   lately  got  thrust  into  jbis  — , 
iuid  which  has  left  him  a  running  sore  to  his  dying 
day  9    Is  it  not  sufficient  to  see  him,  all  the  last  term, 
w&dk  about  in  merry  sadness,  an  idle  spectator  in  the 
courts,  where  be  was  not  retained  even  for  his  most 
noted  talent  of  dirt-flinger  ?    O  you  swarms  of  green 
counsels  and  attorneys!     I  wonder  not  to  see  you 
posted  about  Idler  s  Comer*  looking  sharp  as  dinner- 
less  men  for  a  lucky  pop  on  a  client ;  but  why,  oh ! 
why  should  this  ever  be  the  case  of  my  hapless  bro- 
ther f    O  fortune !  fortune !  cruel  are  thy  sports !     Is  it 
nut  sufficient  to  see  him  doubly  tormented  in  putting 
a  good  countenance  on  treatment  which  is  inwardly 
gnawing  and  consuming  him  ?  in  which  state  his  whole 
comfort  is,  thai  for  half  a  score  years  at  least  his  con- 
science could  never  upbraid  him :  O  the  comfort  of 
an  easy  conscience !     Is  it  not  sufficient  to  see  him  at 
Ballyspellin,  and  everywhere  he  goea^  the  common  butt 
of  gibe,  wink,  and  titter  ?    Is  it  not  sufficient  that,  after 
what  has  been  flying  about  since  he  left  it,  he  knows 
not  how  to  show  his  face  in  town,  nor  how  to  stand  the 
infinite  mortifications  he  is  to  meet  with  this  winter? 
Is  it  not  sufficient  that,  as  his  case  stands,  it  is  the  ser> 
jeant  against  all  the  world,  and  all  the  world  against 
the  Serjeant?     Wretched  case,  when  a  creature  has  not 
even  the  cheap  relief  of  common  pity !     And  is  not  all 
this  sufficient?    No,  the  virulent  crew  tell  me  that,  as 
long  as  tlie  terrible  tumour  in  his  breast  continues  hard, 
the  caustic  and  corrosives  must  be  applied,  and  that 
none  but  injudicious  quacks  would  tallc  of  emollients 
and  lenitives,  until  some  at  least  of  the  corrupt  and 
fOBtid  matter  is  discharged.     In  short,   they  tell   me 
that  as  long  as  the  cause  remains,  and  the  world  likes 
the  operations,  the  cure  must  go  on  the  same  way ! 
Well,  go*  on,  ye  scoundrels,  go  on !  and  make  him  as 
wretched  and  contemptible  as  you  can ;  and  when  yon 
have  done  your  worst,  I  will  make  a  provision  for  him 
that  shall  alarm  you  all ;  shall  make  some  burst  with 
envy,  and  others  to  look  on  him  with  a  merry  foce^ 
whom  they  so  long  beheld  with  hatred  and  derision. 

To  keep  neither  him  nor  the  world  longer  in  suspense, 
know  ye  that  I  will  take  him  home  to  myself,  and  after 
a  little  of  my  tutorine,  not  a  turn  in  his  intellects,  ex- 
pression, or  action,  Twhich  now  are  sabiect  of  satire,) 
that  shall  not  soon  oecome  matter  of  high  panegyric. 
O  ye  dogs  you,  I  will  set  him  over  all  your  heads !  I 
will  advance  him  to  a  place  of  performance  which 
he  was  bom  for,  and  which  (however  he  thought  of  it 
all  the  while)  he  was  not  ill  bred  to ;  and  there  he  is 
sure  to  meet  with  the  honour  and  applause  he  might  in 
vain  expect  on  any  other  stage. 

As  for  your  part,  little  jiert  whipper-snapper  Faulk- 
ner, is  it  base  fear,  or  is  it  insufferable  vanity  in  you 
to  talk  of  correction  horn  the  hands  of  my  brother? 
Had  you  been  anything  above  the  sorry  remnant  of 
a  mail,  you  might  perhaps  come  in  for  tlie  honour  of  a 
gentle  drubbing ;  but  a  little  rascal  that  has  already 
one  leg  in  the  grave,  what  satisfaction  or  credit 
would  it  be  to  him  to  beat  thee  abominably,  or  even 
slay  thee  outright?  No,  but,  sirrah,  |if  our  brother 
doctor  Anthony  •»  were  alive,  rot  you,  in  spite  of  your 

A  Idler'!  ConiPr  is  a  bookBeller*s  riiop.  the  corner  of  High- 
street  and  Christ  Church-lane,  Dublin,  near  the  four  courts. 

^  A  whimskral  kind  of  maa  who  had  abundance  of  low  hu- 
mour, and  (h»qu?nUy  used  to  entertain  the  •chuolboys  and 
populace  with  hia  hanngues  and  pleuantry»  mounted  upon  a 
ladder  in  tome  comer  of  a  street.  He  died  about  eight  or  ,ten 
years  before  the  date  of  this  letter. 


rascally  Keven-bail, «  and  your  icribhliDg  janiasm 
he  should  set  up  his  wheel  just  before  your  ^oor.  arl 
on  his  pole,  thrust  up  your  fundament,  be  Aouldtv.;! 
you  about  till  your  brains  tumbled  flown  into  the  Ul* 
low  of  your  wooden  shin-bone,  and  tUl  all  the  l<i.et 
in  your  skin  rattled  and  snapped  like  pipestopper«  m « 
bladder.  Take  that  from  your  sworu  aiid  murjl 
enemy,  Pickle-Hebruk;. 


FROM  DR.  ARBDTHNOT. 

Hampatewl.  October  4.  Wa. 
My  dear  and  worthy  Frisnd, — You  have  no  mvn 
to  put  me  among  the  rest  of  your  forgetful  friendi;  f« 
I  wrote  ivro  long  letters  to  you,  to  which  I  wwaitcanii 
one  word  of  answer.  The  first  was  about  your  hola; 
the  last  I  sent  a  great  while  ago  by  one  Dc  la  Mu.  1 
can  assure  you  with  great  truth  that  none  of  your  friat^ 
or  acquaintance  has  a  more  wann  heart  tovanl  y« 
than  myself.  I  am  going  out  of  this  troabioBB 
world ;  and  you  among  the  rest  of  my  fnads  i£ 
have  my  last  prayers  and  good  wishes 

The  young  man  whom  you  recommended  cam  ^ 
this  plaoe^  and  I  promised  to  do  him  what  serrice  st 
ill  state  of  health  would  permit.  I  came  ont  la  u 
place  so  reduced  by  a  diunsy  and  an  astkmA  tte  1 
could  neither  sleep,  breathe,  eat,  nor  move.  1  of 
ounestly  desired  and  begged  of  God  that  he  v»l. 
lake  me.  Contrary  to  my  expectation,  upon  venture 
to  ride  (which  I  had  forborne  for  aome  yesi^  \)iCKJ' 
at  bloody  water)  I  recovered  my  atreiigth  to  t  pt:? 
considerable  degree,  slept,  and  bad  my  stomacb  «£>£; 
but  I  expect  the  return  of  my  symptoms  upoo  lof  R- 
tum  to  London,  and  the  return  of  the  winter.  1  n 
not  in  circumstances  to  live  an  idle  coontry  iiie;  »• 
no  man  at  my  age  ever  recovered  of  soch  a  ^amt 
further  than  by  an  abatement  of  the  symptoiBs.  Wba!  1 
did  I  can  assure  you  was  not  for  life  but  esae.  f<t  [^^ 
at  present  in  the  case  of  a  man  that  was  almost  io  bar- 
hour,  and  then  blown  back  to  sea  ;  who  has  a  nMtii^ 
hope  of  going  to  a  good  place,  and  an  absolute  (v- 
tainty  of  leaving  a  very  bad  one.  Not  dut  1  *^ 
any  particular  disgust  at  the  world ;  for  I  bsveatfpvt 
comfort  in  my  own  family,  and  from  the  kiodnesy 
my  friends,  as  any  man ;  but  the  world,  in  the  m»i 
displeases  me ;  and  1  have  too  true  a  prescntiiDas : 
calamities  that  are  likely  to  befall  myoooatry.  Bcf- 
ever,  if  I  should  have  the  happiness  to  see  you  brfr 
I  die,  you  will  find  that  I  enjoy  tlw  eomfoiti  cf  l» 
with  my  usual  cheerfulness.  I  cannot  limagiv  «^^ 
you  are  frighted  from  a  journey  to  EoglaDd.  Tt^ 
reasons  you  assign  are  not  sufiSicient ;  the  jounKr  I  m 
sure  would  do  you  good.  In  general  1  iteoooDe^' 
riding,  of  which  I  have  always  had  a  good  opis^c 
and  can  now  confirm  it  from  my  own  ezperieo^* 

My  family  give  you  their  love  and  seivioe.  "^^^ 
great  loss  I  sustained  in  one  of  them  gavenc  sr^ 
shock  ;  and  the  trouUe  I  have  with  the  reii  t»  l>^ 
them  to  a  right  temper,  to  hear  the  lo«  «f  a  fttbern 
loves  them,  and  whom  they  love,  ia  reaUy  a  mort  « 
sible  affliction  to  me.  I  am  afraid,  my  dev  (no^  *' 
shall  never  see  one  another  more  in  this  worki.  1 1^ 
to  the  last  moment,^  preserve  my  love  and  eitrtm  !•' 
you,  being  well  assured  you  will  never  lesw  tk  f** 
of  virtue  and  honour;  for  all  that  is  io  this  voHd  * 
not  worth  the  least  deviation  from  tbat«ay>  1***' 
be  great  pleasure  to  me  to  hear  from  you  ionirti»0'' 
for  none  can  be  with  more  sincerity  than  1  soi.  o* 
dear  friend,  your  most  faithful  friend  and  huaibk<ff> 
vant,  Jo.  AiBOTB^ff- 

•  Keven-bayl  was  a  cant  name  fiir  the  mob  of  the  ^^^ 
St.  I'ktrick. 
k  Dr.  Axhttthaot  died  In  HaieK  It». 
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FROM  Sni  WILUAM  FOWNES.* 

From  my  Oteerralocy  in  Am  PAilUmeBl- 
bouM^  October  M.  1734. 
Sib,— There  a»  a  lort  of  gentlemen,  who»  after  great 
labour  aiid  cost,  have  at  last  found  out  that  two  diahej 
of  meat  will  not  ccet  half  to  much  as  five  or  six,  and 
yet  autwer  the  end  of  filling  the  belliea  of  as  many  as 
usually  fed  upon  the  five  or  six. 

I  have  consideml  that  a  like  sort  of  reduction  m 
other  articles  may  have  the  like  profKirtion  of  good 
efffct;  as  for  instance,  when  any  one  bespeaks  a  pair  of 

iboci,  a  pair  of  stockings,  or  a  pair  of  glovei>  ™y 
ihould  bopeak  a  pair  and  ahalf  of  each,  and  make  use 
of  tbeie  turn  about :  I  am  very  confident  they  will  an- 
iwer  the  end  of  two  pair  j  by  which  good  management 
a  quarter  part  of  the  expense  in  those  articles  may  be 
saved.  Perhaps  it  may  be  objected,  that  this  is  aspoU- 
iiig  of  trade ;  to  which  I  answer,  that  when  the  makers 
of  those  sorts  of  ware  shall  reduce  their  rates  a  quarter 
part,  (instnd  of  enhancing  them  as  has  been  done  in 
some  late  yean  unreasonably,)  and  now  ought  to  be 
reduced  according  to  the  rates  of  wool  and  leather ; 

Then  it  may  be  reasonable  to  be^eak  two  pair  in- 
stead of  a  pair  and  a  half. 

Another  objection  may  be  started  aa  to  gloves,  with 
s  query,  Which  of  the  hands  shall  be  obliged  with  two 
gkives  f  To  this  I  answer,  That  generally  the  left  hand 
is  used  but  seldom,  and  not  exposed  as  the  odier  to 
many  offices ;  one  of  which  in  particular  is  the  hand- 
ling of  ladies.  For  these  reasons  two  gloves  ought  to 
be  granted  to  the  right  hand. 

Tliere  are  many  other  frugal  improvements,  which, 
ss  soon  as  I  have  discoursed  Thomas  Turner,  the  Qua- 
ker, who  is  now  upon  finding  out  the  longitude,  and 
further  improving  the  latitude,  I  shall  be  able  to  de- 
moijstmte  what  sort  of  meat,  and  the  joints,  will  best 
answer  this  frugal  scheme,  as  likewise  in  clothing  and 
other  i»rts  of  good  economy ;  and  they  shall  be  com- 
muoicated  to  you  by,  sir,  your  most  humble  servant, 

PuiuoMwK. 


TO  MR.  POPE. 

November  1. 17S4. 

I  HAVK  yours  wiA  my  lord  Bolingbroke  s  postscript  of 
September  16 ;  it  was  long  on  its  way,  and  for  some 
weeks  after  the  date  I  was  very  ill  with  my  two  mve- 
tcrate  disorders,  giddiness  and  deafness.     The  latter  is 
pcetty  well  of^  but  the  other  makes  me  totter  towards 
ereniugs,  and  much  dispirits  me.     But  I  continue  to 
ride  and  walk,  both  of  which,  although  they  he  no 
cures,  are  at  least  amusements.    1  did  never  imagine 
Tou  to  be  either  inconstant,  or  to  want  right  notions  of 
friendship,  but  I  apprehend  your  want  of  health ;  and 
it  has  been  a  frequent  wonder  to  me  how  you  have  been 
able  to  entertain  the  world  so  long,  so  frequently,  so 
happily,  under  so  many  bodily  disorders.     My  lord 
Ikding(»roke  says  you  have  been  three  montlis  rambling, 
which  is  the  best  thing  you  can  po«ibly  do  in  a  suin- 
mer  season;  and  when  the  winter  recalls  you,  we  will 
for  our  own  interest  leave  you  to  your  own  speculations. 
God  be  thanked,  I  have  done  with  everything  and  of 
every  kind  that  requires  writing,  except  now  and  then  a 
letter ;  or,  like  a  tiue  old  man,  scribbling  trifles  only  fit 
for  children,  or  schoolboys  of  the  lowest  class  at  best, 
which  three  or  four  of  us  read  and  laugh  at  to-day, 
and  bum  to-morrow.    Yet  what  is  singular.  I  never 
am  without  some  great  work  in  view,  enough  to  take 
up  forty  years  of  the  most  vigorous,  healthy  inan: 
although  I  am  convinced  that  1  shall  never  be  able  to 
liuish  tiiree  treatises  that  have  kin  by  me  several  yean, 
and  want  nothing  but  correction.    My  lord  B.  said  in 
his  postscript  that  you  would  go  to  Bath  in  three  days; 
» Indoiaed, "  A  homoroas  project.* 


we  since  heard  that  you  were  oangerously  ill  there,  and 
that  the  newsmongem  gave  you  over.    But  a  gentleman 
of  this  kingdom,  on  his  return  from  Bath,  assured  me 
he  left  you  well,  and  so  did  some  others  whom  I  have 
forgot.     1  am  sorry  at  my  heart  that  you  are  pestered 
with  people  who  come  in  my  name,  and  I  profess  to  you 
it  is  without  my  knowledge.     I  am  confident  I  shaU 
hardly  ever  have  occasion  again  to  recommend  j^  for 
my  friends  here  are  very  few,  and  fixed  to  the  freehold, 
fW)m  whence  nothing  but  death  will  remove  tbem.^ 
Surely  I  never  doubted  about  your  "  Essay  on  Man : 
and  I  would  lay  any  odds  that  I  would  never  foil  to 
discover  you  in  six  lines,  unless  you  had  a  mind  to 
write  below  or  beside  yourself  on  purpose.    I  confew  I 
did  never  imagine  you  were  so  deep  in  morals,  or  that 
so  many  new  and  excellent  rules  could  be  produc^so 
advantageously  and  agreeably   in  that  science  from 
any  one  head.     I  confess  in  some  few  plawa  I  was 
forced  to  read  twice ;  1  believe  I  told  you  l«fore  what 
the  duke  of  Dorset  said  to  me  on  that  occasion,  how  a 
judge  here  who  knows  you,  told  him  that,  on  the  first 
reading  those  essays,  he  was  much  pleased,  but  found 
some  lines  a  litUe  dark ;  on  the  second,  most  of  them 
cleared  up,  and  bis  pleasure  increased ;  on  thethird, 
he  had  no  doubt  remained,  and  then  he  admired  the 
whole.    My  lord  Bolingbroke's  attempt  of  reducing 
metaphysics  to  intelligible  sense  and  usefulness  will  be 
a  glorious  undertaking ;  and  as  1  never  knew  him  fail 
in  anything  he  attempted,  if  be  had  the  sole  manage- 
ment, so  I  am  confident  he  will  succeed  m  this,     i 
desire  you  will  allow  that  I  write  to  you  both  at  pre- 
sent, and  so  I  shall  while  1  live ;  it  saves  your  money 
and  my  time ;  and  he  being  your  genius,  no  matter  to 
which  it  is  addressed.     I  am  happy  that  what  vou  write 
is  printed  m  Urge  letters,  otherwise,  between  the  weak- 
iiessof  my  eyes  and  the  thickness  of  my  hearing  I 
should  lose  the  greatest  pleasure  that  is  left  me.     Pray 
command  my  lord  Bolingbroke  to  follow  that  example, 
if  I  live  to  read  his  metaphyrics.     Pray  God  bless  you 
both.    I  had  a  melancholy  account  from  the  doctor  of 
his  health.    I  will  answer  his  letter  as  soon  as  I  can. 
I  am  ever  entirely  youa,  Jonathan  Swift. 

FROM  TH£  a£V.  MARMADUKE  PHILIPS. 

Manton,  in  SomenetsbiTe, 
November  U,  1734. 
gia^ ^You  may  be  assured  that  I  should  not  have  de- 
nied myself  so  lona  the  pleasure  of  tliat  great  iirivilege 
and  favour  you  allowed  mc  at  our  parting,  of  cor- 
responding with  you  while  I  staid  in  England,  but 
that  I  waited  to  give  you  some  account  of  the  succ«s 
of  your  kind  and  friendly  negotiation  for  me  in  the 
letter  you  were  so  good  to  give  me  to  lord  Orrery,  and 
that  I  could  not  do  before  this  week ;  for  though  I 
delivered  my  credentials  to  his  lordship  near  a  month 
ago,  yet  we  did  not  talk  over  the  aflair  till  very  Utcly  ; 
for  as  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  wait  his  time  and  leisure, 
I  did  not  press  him  for  an  answer  -,  and  as  I  have  all 
the  reason  in  the  world  to  imagine,  from  the  many 
friendly  offices  you  have  done  me,  that  you  would 
rejoice  at  any  good  that  may  befaU  mc,  so  1  can  at 
length  tell  you  that  it  was  as  favourable  as  I  could 
well  wish  for,  considering  every  thing  and  circumstance 
attending  that  affair ;  for  it  seems  the  scheme  ui  re- 
Ution  to  Mr.  Taylor's  giving  my  mother  and  me  so 
much  money  for  our  gobd-wiU  in  the  lease  cwi  never 
take  place,  for  many  very  good  reasons  his  lordslnp 
gave  me,  which  are  too  tedious  now  to  trouble  you 
with  -,  and  therefore  he  only  told  me  in  general  terms 
that,  as  he  thought  our  case  a  little  hard  and  severe, 
somewhat  or  other  at  the  expiration  of  the  lease  must 
be  done  for  roe,  but  in  what  manner  it  was  not  possible 
for  him  to  say ;  which  surely  waa  "  ™"«^"^.*Py.  *^^": 
Bcionable  and  reasonable  man  (and  God  forbid  that  l 
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•honld  ever  prove  otherwise)  could  expect ;  in  short, 
ki«  kiml  reception  of  me  at  Marston,  and  the  handsome 
manner  he  has  hehaved  himself  toward  me  in  every 
particular  since  I  came  to  him,  has  been  Hke  lord 
Orrery  himself;  and  now  to  whom  must  I  attribute  all 
this't  not  to  any  merit  or  conduct  of  my  own,  for  I  am 
eonscious  of  none,  but  to  the  worthy  dean  of  St.  Pa- 
trick's, who  takes  delight  in  doing  all  the  good  he  can 
to  those  who  have  the  invaluable  happiness  and  honour 
of  being  acquainted  with  him ;  and  therefore  what  a 
monster  of  ingratitude  should  I  be  not  to  acknowledge 
the  channel  through  which  this  intended  bounty  of  his 
lordship  is  to  flow  to  me,  let  it  be  more  or  less  f  Jg- 
noteo  fontem  ;  for  without  controversy,  you  have  been 
tiiie  meatis  of  bringing  all  this  about ;  for  which  I  shall 
fay  no  more  (being  but  bitter  bad  at  making  speeches) 
but  tha  Lord  reward  you,  and  to  assure  you  good  sir 
that  this  your  act  of  friendship  manet  et  manebit  alta 
mente  rfpottum.  His  lordship  told  me  tliat  he  would 
answer  your  letter  very  soon  ;  and  as  his  pen  and  head 
infinitely  transcend  mine,  it  is  likely  you  will  have  then 
a.  cleaner  and  better  account  of  this  matter  tlian  I  can 
possibly  give  you. 

I  have  been  under  an  unspeakable  concern  at  an 
account  J  lately  saw  from  [Ireland  of  a  return  of  your 
old  disorders  of  giddiness  and  deafnesi;  but  I  still 
flatter  myself  that  it  is  not  so  bad  with  you  as  my 
fears  have  represented  it,  which  makes  me  long  impa- 
tiently to  hear  how  you  really  are ;  but  I  am  in  hopes 
your  usual  medicina  gymnastica  will  carry  it  off;  if  it 
does  noty  more  the  pity  say  I,  and  so  will  all  say,  I 
am  oou^dent,  that  Know  you ;  but  surely  ten  thou- 
sand times  more  pity  is  it  (iiat  you  are  not  like  one  of 
Grulliver^s  Struldbrugs,  immortal ;  but  alas !  that  can- 
not be,  such  is  the  condition  of  miserable  man ;  which 
puts  me  often  in  mind  of  the  following  lines  I  have 
somewhere  or  other  met  with,  which  I  apply  now  and 
then  to  myself,  by  way  of  cordial : — 

IVIuit's  pait  we  know,  anil  what's  to  come  moii  be, 
Or  good  or  bad,  is  much  the  same  to  me ; 
^ince  death  must  end  my  joy  or  misery. 
Fiz'd  be  my  thoughts  on  immortality. 

But  hold !  I  believe  I  begin  to  preach  ;  and  it  is  well 
if  you  do'  not  think  by  this  time  tliat  I  imagine  myself 
ift  Itiithenny*  pulpit  instead  of  writing  a  letter  to  the 
d^n,  and  therefore  I  forbear. 

I  know  writing  in  your  present  ;circum8tances  must 
be  so  very  troublesome  and  uneasy  to  you  that  I  am 
not  quite  so  unreasonable  as  to  expect  it  from  you ; 
but  whenever  your  health  permits  you,  it  will  be  an  in- 
finite pleasure  and  satisfaction  to  me  to  hear  from  you  ; 
and  the  safest  way  of  sending  a  letter  to  me  will  be 
under  cover  to  lord  Orrery,  at  Marston,  near  Frome,  in 
Somersetshire.  I  shall  trouble  you,  air,  with  my  com- 
pliments to  my  very  good  friends  and  neighbours,  lady 
Acheson  and  her  mother,  for  whom  I  have  a  very  real 
esteem  and  value,  and  also  to  Dr.  Helsham  and  his 
lady,  and  with  my  very  affectionate  love  and  service 
to  all  my  Sunday  companions  at  the  deanery.^ 

I  have  no  novelties  to  entertain  you  with  fh)m 
hence ;  for  here  we  lead  a  very  retired  and  perfectly 
rural  life ;  but  when  I  get  to  London  (which  I  be- 
lieve will  not  be  till  after  Christmas,  because,  as  I  am 
within  ten  or  a  dozen  miles  of  Bath,  I  have  some 
thoughts  of  making  a  trip  thither,  and  try  what  good 
those  waters  will  do  me),  you  may  depend  upon 
having  an  accomit  of  what  passes  in  the  political  and 
learned  world  that  is  possible  for  me  to  come  at  and 
convey  to  you,  and  I  hope  to  be  then  honoured  with 

•'   ■  Mr.  Philip«*s  benefloe,  near  Dublin. 

%  It  Was  customary  lor  ttie  doctor's  friends  and  aoqnaint- 
aaosB  to  tiiit  him  on  Snnday  aflemoona.  and  spend  the  evening 
^itb  him ;  au  tliat  every  one  who  wau  at  leisure  to  go  ^here  was 

T«  of  meeting  variety  of  good  company. 


all  your  commissions  and  commands  in  that  plan -. 
for  1  wish  for  nothing  more  than  an  opportunity  d 
showing  with  how  much  gmtitude  and  troe  esteem  far 
all  vour  favours,  I  am,  sir,  yomr  most  obedient  sad 
much  obliged  humble  servant, 

Marm  ADOKE  Psiun. 
I  have  seen  your7  friend  Mn.  Cope  at  Bath,  Hki  ibe 
desired  me  to  send  her  oomplimenta  to  yoo. 

FROM  LADY  BBTTT  GERMAIN. 

London,  November  7.  ITM. 
Do  not  accuse  me  of  forsaking  you  :  indeed  it  ii  txH 
the  least  in  my  thoughts ;  but  I  heard  you  were  IH, 
and  had  no  letter  from  you,  so  doubted  being  tnml^ 
some.  I  was  about  two  months  ago  at  my  own  boor. 
and  bad  my  duke  and  duchess  with  me.  The  re^t  f f 
my  time  was  divided  between  lord  president  [Spaar] 
and  Knowle.  I  have  now  left  their  graces  in  thecotD- 
try,  where  1  hope  they  wiU  not  stay  long ;  for  ihe  bs 
been  very  ill,  though  now  recovered, 

I  am  always  more  frighted  when  my  (rieodi  at 
sick  there,  b^ause  there  is  neither  physic  nor  pbr- 
sician  that  is  good  for  anything.  Indeed  I  agn* 
answer  whether  your  lord-lieutenant  will  be  the  sbsv 
or  not.  All  that  I  can  say  is,  that  if  he  asks  my  ctetmf- 
for  it  he  shall  not  have  it.  I  have  no  acqtuuotaM 
with  the  duke  of  Chandns,  nor  I  believe  has  the  dckf 
of  Dorset  much.  And  to  be  sure  it  would  be  to  w 
purpose  to  ask  him  for  those  records*  ^<un,  beeaiR'. 
if  he  would  have  parted  with  them,  he  would  iavr 
done  it  on  your  askmg.  And  whether  it  be  josH  <r 
not,  just  to  him,  yet  few  people  would  care  to  pa-'t 
with  what  must  enhance  the  value  of  their  libnriei: 
but  if  he  succeeds  the  duke  of  Dorset,  then  for  cotis 
he  will  be  easily  persuaded  to  make  a  complinmi  d 
them  to  the  kingdom.  Your  friend  Dr.  Arbatboct  I 
hear,  is  out  g{  order  again.  I  have  not  smi  bb 
lately,  and  I  fear  he  is  •  in  a  very  declining  war.  I 
fancy  it  would  be  prodigiously  good  for  your  heslt^i  t* 
come  to  England,  which  would  be  a  great  plessorr  (9 
your  most  sincere  old  fHend  and  hambie  servant, 

S.  Gebmaix. 


FROM  MBS.  PENDARVES. 

Gloucester,  November  SO,  I^ 
Sir, — 1  am  truly  concerned  at  your  having  bem  ^ 
much  out  of  order;  I  most  heartUy  wish  you  cob<^'< 
health  and  happiness,  though  that  is  of  little  iw-" 
you,  and  only  serves  to  do  honour  to  myself,  b^  sbuv* 
ing  I  know  how  to  prise  what  is  valuable. 

I  should  have  returned  you  thanks  much  soooer  U 
the  favour  of  your  last  letter,  but  when  I  receirfd  iJ 
I  was  preparing  for  my  journey  hither,  and  hsvf  tx^- 
since  nad  so  great  a  disorder  in  one  of  my  eyn,  tW 
till  this  moment  I  have  not  been  able  to  make  mj 
acknowledgments  to  you.  I  wonder  you  shouUi  Ke  >: 
a  loss  for  a  reason  for  my  writing  to  you  :  we  all  Iih» 
honour  and  pleasure ;  were  your  letters  dull,  do  )r>« 
imagine  my  vanity  would  not  be  fond  of  oonesp^Kf-r,- 
with  the  dean  of  St  Patrick's?  But  the  Isst  waax 
you  give  I  like  best,  and  will  stick  by,  which  ii,  tUi 

•  These  records  were  mauttscripta  relating  to  the  hi*^  ''■ 
Ireland,  which  had  been  collected  by  air  James  Vaie  t*^" 
recorder  of  Dublin)  before,  after,  and  darinx  the  tronuo  f 
1641.  When  lord  Clarendon  was  lord-lienftenant.  hi  K^  ^ 
gotUiese  mauuscarfpts  from  the  heir  of  sir  James,  and  ^'V'^ 
tlam  into  EngUnd.  Attcr  lord  Clarendon's  dnrth  tkry  '^^ 
sold  to  the  hon.  Mr.  Hrydges.  afterwards  duke  of  (^^^ 
Tlie  catulogue  of  thrm  was  printed  in  1697,  in  the  >»r^  '^ 
catalogue  of  all  the  libraries  both  in  EngUnd  and  IielanL  >i^ 
the  de.tn  having  read  that  account  of  then,  was  very  <^*^T^ 
procure  them  tor  public  use.  See  a  letter  wtfttni  dj  ^^  "^ 
to  the  duke  of  Chandoa,  dated  Anguat  31. 1134.  solieibsv^ 
graee  to  praaent.them  to  the  public  library  at  Diblis.  w  e* 
volume. 
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[  an  A  more  eooftuit  nyxnpb  than  all  your  goddettet 
4  much  longer  acqaainftance ;  and  ftutbermore,  I  Yen> 
nre  to  promise  you  are  in  no  danger  of  receiving  a 
»mtadet  if  that  depends  on  my  will.  '  As  for  those 
attiiig  days  you  talk  of^  they  are,  I  confess,  alluring 
aiu,  and  I  should  certainly  have  been  with  you  in 
hree  packets,  according  to  your  commands,  could  I 
ither  fly  or  swim  ;  but  I  am  a  heavy  lump,  destined 
or  a  few  years  to  this  earthly  element,  and  cannot 
Dore  about  without  the  concurrent  assistance  of  several 
luiinals  that  are  very  expensive. 

Nov  for  buainess :   as  soon  as  I  received  your  letter 

wfut  to  your  brother  Lansdown,  and  spoke  to  him 
bout  the  duke  of  Chandos.  He  desired  me  to  make 
if  compliments  to  you«  and  to  tell  you  he  was  very 
my  be  could  be  of  no  service  to  you  in  that  affair ; 
lut  he  has  had  no  manner  of  correspondence  or  even 
cquaiotance  with  the  duke  these  fifteen  years.  I 
are  put  it,  however,  into  hands  that  will  puitue  it 
Itligently,  ^and  I  hojje  obtain  for  you  what  you  desire ; 
r  they  do  not  succieed  you  must  not  call  me  negli- 
gent ;  for  whatever  lies  in  my  power  to  serve  you,  is  of 
00  much  consequence  for  me  to  neglect. 

I  have  left  mv  good  friend  and  your  humble  ser* 
«»t,  Mrs.  Doiiellan,  behind  me  in  London,  where  she 
nceti  with  little  entertainment  suitable  to  her  under- 
tandiug ;  and  she  is  a  much  fitter  companion  for  the 
)ublin  Thursday  Society  than  for  the  trifling  com- 
ouy  ihe  is  'now  engaged  in  ;  and  I  wish  you  had  her 
rith  you  (smce  I  cannot  have  her),  because  I  know 
l«  would  be  happier  than  where  she  is,  and  my  wish 

thiuk  no  bad  one  for  you.  Neither  my  eyes  nor 
•per  will  hold  out  any  longer.  I  b^  my  compli- 
nnits  to  all  your  friends,  and  am,  sir.  your  most  faith- 
iil  humble  servant,  M.  Pendauvu. 


FBOM  MB.  JARVI8l» 

Hampton,  November  >4. 1784. 
)eaii  Mb.  Dkan, — ^You  can  hardly  imagine  now  re- 
nted 1  am  at  finding  my  old  friend  the  bisliop  of 
Vorcester*  so  hale  at  83-4 !  No  complaint ;  he  does 
ut  begin  to  stoop,  and  I  am  forced  myself,  every  now 
nd  then,  to  awaaen  myself  to  walk  tolerably  unright, 
unous  as  I  was  lately  for  a  wight  of  uncommon  vi- 
our,  and  consequently  spirits  to  spare.  If  ever  I  see 
)ub1in  again,  and  your  Teague  escapes  hanging  so 
'1%  I  will  myself  truss  him  up  for  non-admittance 
hen  you  were  in  a  conversable  condition.  I  am  sure 
lie  lady  will  »rnd  you  Mr.  ConoUy*s<*  picture  witli 
leasure,  when  I  tell  her  you  expect  it.  Our  friend 
'o]ie  is  off  and  on,  here  and  there,  everywhere  and 
uwhere,  a  ton  ordinaire,  and  therefore  as  well  as  we 
u)  hope  for  a  carcase  so  crazy.  He  assures  me  he 
u  doue  his  duty  in  writing  frequently  to  the  dean, 
Tauw  he  is  sure  it  gives  you  some  amusement,  as  be 
i  rfjuiced  at  all  yours ;  therefore  you  fmtist  write 
nay.  Upon  inquiry,  I  learn  that  exercise  is  the  best 
:cdicine  fur  your  giddiness.  Penny  made  Mrs.  Pen- 
arvcs  hap))y  with  a  print  of  yours,  and  1  do  not  fail 
I  dUtribute  them  to  all  your  well-wishers.  I  am, 
var  dean,  yours  most  afi'ectionately, 

Charles  Jabvis. 
I  held  out  bravely  the  three  weeks'  fugs,  &c.,  and  am 
fry  well. 

•  Thai  i«,  diniDg  upon  two  or  three  dUliea  iit|lhe  iknnrry; 

hkh,  in  comparison  of  maKnific«ut  Ublw,  the  doctor  nwd  to 

ill  CmrtinK. 

^  A    oeldvated   iMinter,    oontemporary  wilh  sir  tiodf^y 

ufllcr. 

'  I>r-  John  HonRh.  hiahop  of  Woreeater. 

'  S|>eaker  of  the  houM  of  oommona.  odc  of  the  lurdi-JuaUces, 

Ml  a  oommkakioer  of  ib«  re^vnue  la  Ireland. 


FROM  MIL  POPE. 

Twickenham.  December  19, 1734. 
I  AM  truly  sorry  for  any  complaint  you  have,  and  it 
is  in  regard  to  the  weakness  of  your  eyes  that  1  write 
(as  well  as  print)  in  folio.  You  will  thiuk  (I  know 
you  will,  for  you  have  all  the  candour  of  a  good  un- 
derstanding) that  the  [thing  which  men  of  our  age  feel 
tlie  most  is  the  friendship  of  our  equals  ;  and  that 
therefore  whatever  affects  those  who  are  stept  a  few 
years  before  us,  cannot  but  sensibly  affect  us  who  are 
to  follow.  It  troubles  me  to  hear  you  complain  of  your 
memory,  and  if  I  am  in  any  part  of  my  constitution 
younger  than  you,  it  will  be  in  my  remembering 
everything  that  has  pleased  me  in  you,  longer  than 
perliapsyou  w*ll.  The  two  summers  we  passed  to- 
gether dwell  always  on  my  mind,  like  a  vision  which 
gave  me  a  glimpse  of  a  better  life,  and  better  company, 
than  this  world  otherwise  afforded.  I  am  now  an  in- 
vidual  u|x)n  whom  no  other  depends;  and  may  go 
where  I  will  if  the  wretched  carcase  I  am  annexed  to 
did  not  hinder  me.  I  rambled,  by  very  easy  journeys, 
this  year  to  lord  Bathurst  and  lord  Peterborough,  wbo 
upon  every  occasion  commemorate,  'love,  and  wish  for 
you.  I  now  pass  my  days  between  Dawley,  London, 
and  this  place ;  not  studious  nor  idle ;  rather  polishing 
old  works  tliau  hewing  out  new.  I  redeem  now  and 
then  a  paper  that  has  been  abandoned  several  years ; 
and  of  this  sort  you  will  see  one  which  I  inscribe  to 
our  old  friend  Arbuthnot. 

Thus  far  I  had  written,  and  thinking  to  finish  my 
letter  the  same  evening,  was  prevented  by  company, 
and  the  next  morning  found  myself  in  a  fever,  highly 
disordered,  and  so  continued  in  bed  for  five  days,  and 
in  my  chamber  till  now ;  but  so  well  recovered  as  to 
ho])e  to  go  abroad  to-morrow,  even  by  the  advice  of 
Dr.  Arbuthnot.  He  himself,  poor  man,  is  much  broke, 
though  not  worse  than  for  these  two  last  months  he  haa 
been.  He  took  extremely  kind  your  letter.  I  wish 
to  God  we  could  once  meet  again,  before  that  sepa- 
ration which  yet  I  would  be  glad  to  believe  [shall  re- 
unite us ;  but  he  who  made  us,  not  for  ours,  but  his 
purposes,  knows  only  whether  it  be  'for  the  better  or 
the  worse  that  the  affections  of  this  life  should  or 
should  not  continue  into  the  other :  and  doubtless  it 
is  as  it  should  be.  Yet  I  am  sure  that  while  I  am 
here,  and  the  thing  that  I  am,  I  sliall  be  imperfect 
without  the  communication  of  such  friends  as  you ; 
you  are  to  me  like  a  limb  lost  and  buried  in  another 
country ;  though  we  seem  quite  divided,  every  acci- 
dent inakes  me  feel  you  were  once  a  part  of  me.  I 
always  consider  you  so  much  as  a  friend,  that  1  forget 
you  are  an  author,  perhaps  too  much;  but  it  is  as 
much  as  I  would  desire  you  would  do  to  me.  How- 
ever, if  I  could  inspirit  you  to  bestow  correction  upon 
those  three  tieatises  which  you  say  are  so  near  com- 
pleted, I  should  think  it  a  better  work  than  any  I  can 
pretend  to  of  my  own.  I  am  almost  at  the  end  of  my 
morals,  as  I  have  been  long  ago  of  my  wit ;  my  system 
is  a  short  one,  and  my  circle  narrow.  Imagination 
has  no  limits,  and  that  is  a  sphere  in  which  you  may 
move  on  to  eteniity ;  but  where  one  is  confined  to 
truth  (or  to  speak  more  like  a  human  creature,  to  the 
appearances  of  truth),  we  soon  find  the  shortness  of  our 
tether.  Indeed,  by  the  help  of  a  metaphysical  chain 
of  ideas,  one  may  extend  the  circulation,  go  round  and 
round  for  ever,  without  making  any  progress  beyond 
the  |x)int  to  which  Providence  has  pinned  us ;  but  this 
does  not  satisfy  me,  who  would  rather  say  a  little  to  no 
purpose  than  a  great  deal.  Lord  Bolingbroke  is  vo- 
luminous, but  he  is  voluminous  only  to  destroy  vo- 
lumes. I  shall  not  live,  I  fear,  to  see  that  work  printed ; 
he  is  so  taken  up  still  (in  spite  of  the  monitory  hint 
given  in  the  flnt  line  of  my  AMay, — 
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*•  Awake,  my  St.  John,  leave  all  meaner  things 
To  low  ambition  and  the  pride  of  kin^)." 


with  particular  men,  that  he  neglects  mankind,  and  if 
•till  a  creature  of  this  world,  not  of  the  universe :  this 
world,  which  is  a  name  we  give  to  Europe,  to  England, 
to  Ireland,  to  London,  to  Dublin,  to  the  court,  to  the 
castle,  and  so  diminishing  till  it  comes  to  our  own 
aflain,  and  our  own  persons.  When  you  write  (either 
to  him  or  to  me,  for  we  accept  it  all  as  one),  rebuke 
him  for  it,  as  a  divine  if  you  like  it,  or  as  a  badiueur, 
if  you  think  that  more  eflectual. 

What  I  write  will  show  you  that  my  head  is  yet 
weak.  I  bad  written  to  you  by  that  gentleman  from 
the  Bath,  but  I  did  not  know  him,  and  everybody 
that  comes  from  Ireland  pretends  to  be  a  friend  of  the 
deoo  s.  I  am  always  glad  to  see  any  that  are  truly 
so,  and  therefore  do  not  mistake  anything  I  said  so 
as  to  discourage  your  sending  any  such  to  me.     Adieu. 

FROM  DR.  SHERIDAN. 

December  29, 1734. 
Dear  Sir, — Mr.  R.  Hamilton  is  glad  the  venison  got 
safe  to  you ;  it  was  carried  by  a  county  Cavan  man 
in  the  75th  year  of  his  age,  who  went  off  on  Wednes- 
day morning,  was  back  with  us  on  Saturday  night,  in 
all  104  miles.     He  was  much  affronted  that  a  young 

fellow  was  proposed  for  the  expedition There's  a 

county  Cavan  man  for  you ! 

t*  As  for  myself,  I  am  grown  thirty  years  younger, 
by  no  other  method  than  eating,  drinking  and  bieath- 
ing  freely  in  this  Elysium  of  the  universe.  Happy 
will  it  be  for  you  (if  I  misjudge  not,  and  very  seldom 
I  do,  as  you  yourself  can  witnen»  who  have  known 
me  above  sixteen  years,  and  I  believe  a  little  more,  if 
my  memory  fails  me  not,  as  I  have  no  reason  to  think 
it  does ;  for  1  do  not  find  it  in  the  least  impaired)  to 
convey  [yourself  into  the  6uest  apartment  of  our  Ely- 
sium, I^mean  to  Castle  Hamilton,  where  you  wilVfind 
a  most  hearty  welcome,   and  all   the  delights  this 

world  can  give But  you  must  take  me  along  with 

you. 

Nothing  could  give  me  greater  pleasure  than  to 
hear  that  your  innocent  subjects  of  the  Kevin-Bayl* 
escaped   the  gallows,   in  spite   of  Bettisworthb  and 

all  his  add  hay  rents If  he  were  to  make  them  a 

holiday,  it  should  make  one  for  me  and  my  boys  like- 
wise. 

Sunday  we  had  a  very  hard  frost — ^yesterday  morn- 
ing fair — the  afternoon,  all  night,  and  this  moniing 
to  ten,  was  rain — ^now  fair  again,  but  lowering. 

We  are  just  now  going  to  dinner  at  captain  Per- 
Tott's,  where  your  health  is  never  omitted,  both  as 
dean  and  drapter.  I  forgot  to  tell  you  that  there  is 
a  drapier's  club  fixed  in  Cavan  of  about  thirty  good 
fighting  fellows ;  from  whence  I  remark  you  have  the 
heart  of  Ireland.  Vid.  Grierson*s  new  map. — ^There 
is  another  Cavan  Bayl  for  you.^ 

I  have  no  more  to  trouble  you  with,  but  my  good 
wishes  for  your  long  health  and  happiness.  I  tarn 
dear  sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

Thomas  Sheridan. 

If  you  go  out  of  town  before  I  return,  leave  the  key 
of  your  strong-box  with  Jane,  that  I  may  put  my 
money  among  yours. 

8  Dr.  Swill  used  to  call  the  people  who  lived  in  the  liberty 
of  St.  Patrick'a  liis  subjecU :  and  without  doubt  they  would 
have  fought  up  to  their  knees  in  blood  for  him*  so  much  was 
he  Ijoloved. 

b  The  right  spelling  of  this  name  is  Beltesworth,  constantly 
pronounced  as  a  word  of  two  syllables,  until  some  poems  htul 
come  out  against  him,  and  then  Mr.  Bfttesworth  affected  to  pro- 
nounce it  as  three  syllables,  to  which  Uiis  .spelling  by  Dr. 
Ijberidan  alludes. 

e  Alluding  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  liberty  of  .St.  Patrick's 
having  formed  themselves  into  a  body-guard  for*  Swift,  upon 
Bettesworth's  thi-eatening  penoaal  violence  against  him. 


TO  MBS.  DIKOLET. 

Dccembefn.lT}4. 
Pray  God  bless  you,*  and  restore  your  health,  aul 
give  you  many  happy  new  years.  I  send  you  jom 
usual  Cliristmas-box.  I  will  see  you  as  soon  a»  t  cic 
I  am  t-olerably  well,  but  have  no  security  to  contiDoe 
so.  „We  must  all  submit,  both  by  piety  and  neceaitj. 
I  am  ever  entirely  youis.  I  send  you  two  botdo  of 
wine.a  JoiiATBAif  Srin. 


TO  THE  DUKE  OF  DORSET. 


14.1735. 

My  Lord, — ^I  am  assnred  that  your  gnee  will  htn 
several  representations  of  aa  affiur  rehSng  to  the  loi- 
▼ersity  here  from  some  very  oonsideiaUe  penon  m 
this  kingdom.  However,  I  could  not  xefbse  liea|K 
plication  made  me  by  a  Tery  wnr&y  pcnoo  of  ttst 
society  who  was  commissioned  by  some  pri&n^ 
members  of  the  body  to  desire  my  good  oiBoes  to  jos 
grace ;  because  they  believed  you  thought  me  n 
honest  man,  and  because  I  had  the  honour  to  be  htm 
to  you  from  your  early  youth.  Hie  matts  of  tb« 
request  related  wholly  to  a  dreadful  i^tprehaisiao  dm 
lie  under  of  Dr.  [John]  Wbetoombe  s  endesvoar  \o 
procure  a  dispensation  for  holding  his  ftUovahip  aliK 
with  that  church  preferment  bestowed  on  him  bj  yva 
grace.^  The  person  sent  .to  me  on  this  mcsogc  gtn 
me  a  written  paper  containing  the  reasons  wby  tfan 
hope  your  grace  will  not  be  prevailed  upon  to  p& 
such  a  dispensation.  I  presume  to  send  yoa  sn  ib> 
stract  of  these  reasons ;  became  I  may  boldly  awn 
your  grace  that  party  or  faction  have  not  tbe  ifi«t 
concern  in  the  whole  aflkir ;  and  as  to  myself,  it  bp- 
pens  that  I  am  an  entire  stranger  to  Dr.  Whctoombt. 

It  is  alleged  <<That  this  preferment  given  tp  tbr 
doctor  consists  of  a  very  large  parish,  worth  L«tf 
600/.  a-year,  in  a  very  fine  country  thir^  milf*  froo 
Dublin ;  that  it  abounds  Tery  much  with  prists,  v4 
consequently  a  most  important  cure,';  requiring  tbe 
rector sVesidence,  beside  some  other  assistant;  vbki 
being  so  rich,  it  might  well  afford. 

*'  That  as  to  such  dispensationii  they  find  in  tfanr 
college  books  but  three  or  four  uistuooes  since  the  kt«- 
lution,  and  these  in  cases  very  different  ixoin|  the  {v^ 
sent :  for  those  few  livings  which  bad  di^psaatitfis  f 
be  held  with  a  fellowship  were  sinecures  of  sa^ 
value,  not  suflBcient  to  induce  a  f<dlow  to  leave  » 
college ;  and  in  the  body  of  those  dispensatimw  '» in- 
serted a  reason  for  granting  them,  lliat  theyve* 
such  livings  as  could  be  no  hinderance  in^the  diecbsRC 
of  a  fellow's  duty. 

"  That  dispensations  are  very  hurtful  to  their  ip- 
ciety ;  because  they  put  a  stop  to  the  suceesnoo  <^ 

•  It  was  known  by  an  accident,  aTler  Dr.  S*r{ft'«  xuwari 
failed,  Uiat  he  allowed  an  annuity  of  5tl.  to  Mr*.  Din^'- 1*> 
instead  of  doing  this  with;the  mideofa  bene&ctor,  orr*"')''^ 
his  pride  by  making  her  feel  hiT  dependeBoe.  he  alv*})  F" 
tenrlod  that  he  acted  as  her  nxent,  and  that  the  moaej  ^  P" 
her  was  th^roducu  of  a  certain  sum  w  hich  she  had  tn  me  f«w» ; 
and  the  bftter  to  save  appearauees,  he  alwa3rs  took  hfit  nvDif< 
and  sometimes  would  pretend  wifli  great  manaiag  tesatmB<<^' 
she  drew  upon  him  .before  be  had  reoeivrd  her  noHJ  ^^ 
London.  However,  he  was  punctual  in  pa)io^  it  qoa.'vHy 
He  used  to  write  the  receipt  himsidf  in  the  folfowin;  torn  f^^ 
quuxier^day,  and  sent  it  to  be  sigued  by  the  »««(«««'  *"* 
carried  the  money  :— 

JuW  SMk.  1^ 
"  Received  from  Dr.  Swift,  dean  of  St.'  PWwi*.'*' 
sum  of  13/.  sterling,  iu  full  for  oar  qoartrr's  ^^\* 
payments  out  of  ftinds  in  England,  by  advsooe  of  «l^' 
will  lie  due  to  me  at  Miehaelmas  next,  in  tfab  T^ 
1737 ;  the  said  dean  always  paying  me  aue^pa**^*'^ 
ailvanoe.    1  saiy,  leoeived  by  mo,         Ks.  DtiKtiy 

Mr».  Dingley  died  before  her  t>eiief«ctor  in  Jaljr  1'^*  ^ 

b  He  had  a  higher  preferment  Dw.  83  ibtlowiiu.brioc»!*<^ 

to  tlio  united  see^  of  Oonfert  and  KihiiaiduaKh.    W  v**^ 

lated  to  the  archbishopric  of  Coshel.  Aug.  ».  1791 :  «m  «" 

ml7M. 
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fellowshiM,  'and  fliereby  give  a  check  to  that  emula* 
tion»  inuuitrj,  and  iinprovemeut  m  learning  which 
the  hopa  of  gaining  a  fellowship  will  beet  incite 
yoang  students  with. 

*'  That,  if  this  dispensation  should  take  place,  it  may 
prove  a  precedent  for  the  like  practice  in  future  times; 
which  will  be  very,  injurious  to  the  society,  by  en- 
couraging fellows  to  apply  for  dispensations  when 
they  have  interest  enough  to  get  preferments,  by  which 
the  senior  fellows  wiU  be  settled  in  the  college  for 
life ;  and  thus,  for  want  of  a  succession  ar.y  other  way 
than  by  death  or  marriage,  all  encouragement  to 
young  diligent  students  will  be  wholly  lost. 

*'  That  a  jimior  fellowship  is  of  very  small  value, 
snd  to  arrive  at  it  requires  good  sense  as  well  as  long 
Slid  close  study ;  to  which  young  students  axe  only 
encouraged  by  hopes  of  succeeding,  in  a  reasonable 
time,  to  be  one  of  the  seven  seniors,  which  hope* 
will  be  quite  cut  off  when  those  seniors  are  perpetuated 
by  dispensations. 

**  That  the  fellows  at  their  admittance  into  their 
fellowships  take  a  solemn  oath  never  to  accept  of  any 
church  preferment  above  a  certain  value,  and  distance 
(torn  Dublin,  as  long  aa  they  continue  fellows;  to 
which  oath  the  accepting  of  a  dispensation  bv  Dr. 
^Vhetcomhe  is  directly  contrary,  in  both  jiarticulars  of 
tdlue  and  distance. 

*'  That  at  this  time  there  is  a  set  of  very  hopeful 
young  men,  in  long  and  close  study,  to  stand  for 
the  tirst  vacant  fellowship,  who  will  be  altogether 
(lUcouraged  and  drop  their  endeavours  in  the  pur- 
iult  of  learning,  by  being  disappointed  in  their  hopes 
of  Dr.  Whetcombe's  leaving  the  college,  and  open- 
ing a  way  for  one  of  them  to  succeed  in  a  fellowship." 

These,  my  lord,  are  the  sum  of  tbe  reasons  brought 
me  by  a  very  worthy  person,  a  fellow  of  that  college, 
and  recommended  by  some  of  the  most  deservix^  in 
that  body ;  and  I  have  shortened  them  as  much  as  I 
could. 

1  shall  only  trouble  your  grace  with  one  or  two  of 
my  own  remarks  upon  diis  subject. 

The  university,  and  in  some  sense  the  whole  king- 
dom, are  full  of  acknowledgment  for  the  honour 
your  grace  has  done  them,  in  trusting  the  care  of 
orieof  your  sons*  to  be  educated  in  the  college  of 
Dublin,  which  hopes  to  be  always  in  your  graces 
£tvour :  and  by  your  influence,  while  you  govern 
bere,  as  well  as  the  credit  you  will  always  deserve 
at  court,  will  ever  desire  to  be  protected  in  their 
rights. 

Your  grace  will  please  to  know,  that  a  fellowship 
in  thu  university  differs  much,  in  some  very  import- 
aitt  circnmatances,  from  most  of  those  in  either  of 
^e  universities  in  England. 

My  lord  George  will  tell  your  grace,  that  a  fel- 
lowsliip  is  here  obtained  with  great  difficulty  by  the 
number  of  candidates,  the  strict  examination  in  many 
branches  of  learning,  and  the  regularity  of  life  and 
maimers.  It  is  also  disposed  of  with  much  solemnity : 
tlie  examiners  take  an  oatli  at  tlie  altar,  to  give  their 
vote  according  to  their  consciences. 

The  university  is  patron  of  some  church  preferments, 
which  are  offered  to  the  several  fellows  downward  to 
tbe  lowest  in  holy  orders. 

I  beg  your  grace  to  consider,  that  there  being  very 
little  trade  here,  there  is  no  encouragement  for  gentle- 
men to  breed  their  sons  to  merchandise:  tliat  not 
many  great  employments,  in  church  or  law,  iall  to  the 
share  of  penons  bom  here :  that  the  last  resource  of 
younger  eons  ia  to  the  church:  where,  if  well  be- 
friended, they  may  chaaoe  to  rise  to  some  reasonable 

ii  LarA  George,  hh  gnoe*s  third  ion.  Ifi«  lordsliip  wa« 
under  the  tuitioa  of  Dr.  Whetcombe  and  Mr.  Molley*  the  olM  a 
■ealor,  Om  odMr  a  Joaior  fellow  of  Triaity  CoUers »  DnbUn. 


spiritual  maintenance :  although  we  do  not  want  in- 
stances of  some  'clergymen  well  bom  and  of  good 
reputation,  who  have  been,  and  still  are,  curates  for 
thirty  years ;  which  has  beien  a  great  'discouragement 
to  omen  who  have  no  other  means  left  to  provide  for 
their  children. 

Your  grace  will  not  want  opportunities,  while  you 
continue  in  this  government,  and  by  your  most  de- 
served lavour  with  his  majesty,  to  make  Dr.  Whet* 
coml)e  easier  in  his  preferment,  by  some  addition  that 
no  person  or  society  can  have  tbe  least  pretence  to 
complain  of.  And  I  humbly  beg  your  grace,  out  of 
the  high  veneration  I  bear  to  your  person  and  virtues, 
that  you  will  please  to  let  Dr.  Whetcombe  content 
himself  for  a  while  with  that  rich  peferment,  (one 
of  the  best  in  the  kingdom,)  until  it  shall  lie  in  'your 
way  further  to  promote  him  to  his  own  content.  If, 
upon  his  admittance  to  his  fellowship,  he  took  an 
oath  never  to  accept  'a  church  living  thus  circum- 
stantiated, and  hold  it  with  his  fellowship,  it  will  be 
thought  hardly  reconcilable  to  conscience  to  receive 
a  dispensation. 

I  humbly  entreat  your  grace  to  forgive  this  long 
trouble  I  have  given  you ;  wherein  I  have  no  sort  of 
interest  except  that  which  proceeds  from  an  earnest 
desire  that  your  grace  may  continue,  as  you  have 
begun  from  your  youth,  witliout  incurring  the  least 
censure  from  the  world,  or  giving  the  least  cause  of 
discontent  to  any  deserving  person.     I  am,  &c. 

JoNATU.\N  Swift. 


FROM  MRS.  DONNELLAN. 

London,  Januanr  19,  17S5. 
Sir,— My  brother  tells  me  you  are  so  gooa  to  inquire 
after  me,  and  to  speak  in  a  very  kind  manner  of  me, 
which  as  it  gives  me  the  greatest  pleasure,  so  it  raises 
in  me  the  highest  gratitude.  1  find  I  have  a  great 
advantage  in  being  very  inconsiderable ;  I  dare  believe 
people  sincere  when  they  profess  themselves  my  friends ; 
I  consider  I  am  not  a  wit,  a  beauty,  nor  a  fortune ;  then 
why  should  I  be  flattered  Y  I  have  but  two  or  three 
qualitieB  that  I  value  myself  upon,  and  those  are  so 
much  out  of  fashion  that  I  make  no  parade  of  them  ; 
I  am  very  sincere,  I  endeavour  to  be  grateful,  and  I 
have  just  sense  enough  to  discern  superior  merit,  and 
to  be  delighted  with  the  least  approbation  fh>m  it.  My 
brother  some  time  ago  gave  me  hopes  of  receiving  a 
letter  from  you,  but  he  now  tells  me  your  ill  state  of 
health  has  made  writing  uneasy  to  yon.  I  grieve  much 
at  my  loss,  but  more  at  the  occasion  of  it ;  and  I  write 
now  only  to  return  my  best  thanks  for  your  good 
opinion  and  designs,  not  to  solicit  new  favours,  or  give 
you  the  trouble  of  answering  this.  I  hope  next  summer 
to  be  in  Ireland,  where  I  shall  expect  to  receive  your 
answer  in  person,  when  the  sun,  with  its  usual  blessuigs^ 
shall  give  us  this  additional  one  of  restoring  you^to 
that  state  of  health  that  all  those  who  have  the  happi- 
ness of  knowing  you,  either  aa  a  friend  and  companion, 
or  lover  of  your  country,  must  with  the  greatest  earnest- 
ness desire.  You  will  laugh  perhaps,  sir,  at  my  saying 
I  hope  to  see  Ireland  tliis  year ;  indeed,  the  generality 
of  our  country  folks  who  spend  a  little  time  here,  and 
get  into  any  tolerable  acquaintance,  seem  to  fo^et  they 
have  any  other  country  till  a  knavish  receiver  or  their 
breaking  tenants  put  them  iu  mind  of  it;  but  I  assure 
you  I  have  so  little  of  the  fine  lady  in  me  that  I  prefer 
a  sociable  evening  in  Dublin  to  all  the  diversions  of 
London,  and  the  conversation  of  an  ingenious  friend, 
though  in  a  black  gown,  to  all  the  powdered  toupet  at 
St  JamesV  What  has  kept  me  seven  years  in  London 
is  the  duty  I  owe  a  very  good  mother  of  giving  her 
my  company  since  she  desires  it,  and  the  couveniency 
I  enioy  with  her  of  a  house,  coBch«  and  servants  at  my 
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command.  I  suppose,  ur,  you  know  Mn.  Pendanres 
has  beeu  for  some  time  at  Gloucester ;  she  has  pre- 
ferred a  pious  visit  to  a  sick  mother,  in  a  dull  country 
town,  to  London  iu  its  gayest  dress ;  she  tells  me  she 
designs  next  month  to  return  to  us ;  the  only  uneasiness 
I  shall  have  in  leaving  London  is  the  parting  with  so 
valuable  and  tender  a  friend ;  but  as  she  promises  me 
that  if  1  stay  in  Ireland  she  will  make  it  another  visit, 
I  think  for  tlie  good  of  my  country  I  must  leave  her. 
But  while  I  am  indulging  myself  in  telling  you  my 
thoughts  and  designs,  I  should  consider  I  am  pethaps 
making  you  a  troublesome  or  unseasonable  visit ;  if 
so,  use  me  as  all  impertinent  tilings  should  be  used ; 
take  no  notice  of  me ;  all  I  designed  in  writing  to  you 
was  to  let  you  know  the  high  sense  I  have  of  all  your 
favours,  and  that  I  am,  with  the  greatest  gratitude  and 
esteem,  sir,  your  most  obliged  obedient  humble  servant^ 

H.   DONNELLAN. 

I  beg  you  will  be  so  good  to  give  my  best  wishes  and 
services  to  Dr.  Delaiiy  and  Dr.  Helsham. 


FROM  LADY  BETTY  GERMAIN. 

February  13, 1785. 
You  are  a  fine  gentleman  indeed  to  teach  his  grace  of 
Dorset  such  saucy  words ;  and  we  have  quarrelled  so 
much  about  it  tliat  I  do  not  know  but  I  shall  oblige 
him  to  meet  me  behind  Montague-house.  He  says  it 
is  some  lime  ago  that  he  commanded  me  to  write  to  you 
to  assure  you  he  thought  himself  very  much  obliged  to 
you  for  your  letter,  and  that  he  takes  it  as  a  proof  of 
your  friendship  and  good-will  to  him.  So  far  I  own 
11  true  ;  he  did  humluy  beg  the  favour  of  me  to  write 
you  this  a  great  while  ago ;  but  I  understood  he  had 
something  else  more  to  say,  so  delayed  writing ;  and 
though  I  cannot  but  own  I  have  seen  him  pretty  oAen 
since,  yet  (at  tlie  times  I  could  speak  to  him)  my  addle 
head  constantly  forgot  to  ask  him  what  he  had  to  say. 
So  now  he  says  he  will  do  his  own  business  and  write 
to  you  soon  himself. 

The  countess  [of  Suffolk]  has  quitted  the  court 
because,  after  a  long  illness  at  Batli,  she  did  not  meet 
with  a  reception  tliat  she  liked ;  though  her  mistress 
appeared  excessively  concerned,  and  expressed  great 
uneasiness  at  parting  with  her;  and  my  opinion  is  that 
not  only  her  master  and  mistress  but  her  very  enemies 
will  have  reason  to  repent  tlie  part  they  have  acted  by 
her. 

Now  I  have  answered  all  I  can  tell  you  mat  you 
want  to  know,  1  bid  my  dear  dean  adieu. 


FROM  THE  EARL  OF  STRAFFORD.* 

London.  February  18,  1735. 
Sir,— To  honour,  and  esteem,  and  admire  you  is 
general  to  all  that  know  or  have  heard  of  you ;  but  to 
be  pleased  with  your  commands,  and  glad  and  diligent 
to  obey  them  is  ])eculiar  to  your  true  friends,  of  which 
number  I  am  very  desirous  to  be  reckoned.  On  re- 
ceiving your  letter  by  Mr.  Skerrct,  1  immediately  un- 
dertook to  do  him  the  best  service  I  could,  and  thought 
myself  happy  in  having  advanced  his  affair  so  far  as 
to  get  his  petition  to  the  bouse  of  lords  read  and  agree<l 
to,  and  a  peremptory  day  agreed  to  for  his  being  (as 
this  day)  heard  tx  parte  if  the  other  party  did  not  put 
in  their  answer  before.  I  likewise  got  several  lords  to 
attend ;  but  on  printing  his  case,  our  new  lord-chan- 
cellor [Talbot]  (who  at  present  has  a  great  sway  in 
the  house)  (bund  out  that  the  petition  I  had  presented 
for  Mr.  Skerrct  had  not  fully  explained  matters  to  the 
house ;  because,  upon  comparing  dates,  the  petition  of 
appeal  last  year  was  presented  late  iu  thesetoiotis;  and 

•  He  had  bv«n  ambassador  eztmordiniiry  mfd  plenipotpn- 
tlary  to  tite  States-general  during  the  ticat^  for  the  iK'uce  of 
UtrechL  •       i         . 


that  though  there  was  then  an  order  for  the  rctpondfofei 
to  put  in  their  answer  in  five  weeks  (the  usual  timf  di 
causes  in  Ireland)  yet  the  parliament  did  huA  sit  abot e 
a  fortnight  after,  so  that  it  was  impossible  for  the  re 
spondeihts'  answer  to  be  put  in  by  that  time.    That  the 
parliament  being  dissolved,  the  respondents  in  Ireland 
might  expect  to  have  been  served  with  a  new  order  thii 
session,  which  it  did  not  appear  was  done ;  and  tlut 
though  in  the  courts  below,  if  answers  were  not  pot  in, 
they  proceeded  to  hear  causes  ex  parte;  yet  there  vii 
this  difference,  that  there  they  always  allowed  a  time 
for  the  defendant  to  have  his  cause  re^beaid ;  Uit  in 
the  house  of  lords  our  decrees  are  final,  and  it  wooM 
be  hard  for  any  person  by  surprise  to  be  ahsolotelT  cat 
out  from  making  his  defence.     The  whole  house  mo- 
ing  to  be  of  the  same  mind,  they  pat  off  ^  cause  W 
Thursday  five  weeks,  and  ordeied  the  respondents  in 
the  mean  time,  to  be  served  with  an  onler  to  pot  ia 
their  answer ;  and  if  they  did  not  answer  by  that  tine 
the  house  would  proceed  absolutely  to  bear  the  aa» 
ex  parte.     I  must  own  to  you  the  chancellor  |nt>pt»i 
to  put  it  off  only  for  a  month ;  and  it  was  1  akv 
desired  it  might  be  for  five  weeks,  giving  for  a  lesn 
that,  since  the  appellant  was  disappointed  once.  ai% 
having  been  at  the  expense  of  [feeing  his  counsel  '^* 
might  not  be  so  a  second  time ;  and  since  his  adTf^ 
saries  were  ready  to  make  all  the  chicane  possible,  tbej 
might  not  have  the  pretence  for  another  by  saTiog,  s 
the  usual  time  was  five  weeks,  and  this  order  but  ftr  t 
month,  they  expected  they  were  to  be  allowed  the  naul 
time ;  so  I  thought  it  was  better  giving  them  a  week 
more  than  leaving  them  any  room  for  further  chicati'- 
As  I  have  not  seen  your  friend  Mr.  Skerret  since  tkv 
order,  I  do  not  know  how  he  takes  it ;  bat  I  vas  re- 
solved to  give  you  this  account  of  what  happened  bat 
a  few  hours  ago,  that  you  might  be  convinced  of  my 
diligence  to  gratify  you  in  everything  you  desire  ^, 
sir,  your  most  sincere  faithful  bumble  servant. 
As  the  house  of  commons  were  but  yesterday  oe  ffe' 

practice  of  opening  letters,  you  will  not  wonder  if  I 

expect  this  to  be  opened. 


TO  MR.  ALDERMAN  BARBER. 

Deanory-houte.  Dublio.  March  1. 1^3^ 
Mr  VERY  GOOD  AND  OLD  Fribnd^ — 1  recdved  lately  i 
very  acceptable  present  which  you  were  pleased  tosesJ 
me,  which  was  an  engraved  picture  of  you,  very  bani* 
somely  framed,  with  a  glass  over  it.  I  take  3r^ar  ie> 
membrance  of  me  very  kindly,  and  give  yoa  roy  beai^ 
thanks.  I  have  no  other  way  to  show  my  graritnde  A 
present  than  by  desiring  another  favour  from  Tt«, 
which,  however,  will  be  less  expensive.  Mr.  Siu$leti«. 
the  king's  prime-serjeant  here,  is  one  of  tlie  fint  amnnc 
the  worthiest  persons  in  this  kingdom  ;  of  great  bcnoor, 
justice,  truth,  good  sense,  good  nature,  and  koovl'dcc 
in  his  faculty ;  this  gentleman,  whom  I  have  the  houMi 
to  know,  although  his  business  be  too  great  to  allow  mr 
the  happiness  of  seeing  him  as  often  as  I  desire,  k^^ 
commanded  me  to  recommend  the  beaicr,  Mr. 
Richardson,  agent  to  the  Deiry  society,  whereof  yrc 
are  a  member.  From  such  a  recommetidatsw  s»  i^ 
prime-serjeant's  I  will  engage  that  Mr.  Hichardjun  ti  a 
very  deserving  man,  and  that  whatever  be  desires  of  yvo 
will  be  perfectly  just  and  reasonable. 

And  now,  my  good  friend,  give  me  leave  to  inq«iff 
after  your  health,  which  I  hope  is  much  belter  thu> 
mitie.  Are  you  often  in  your  coach  at  Highgaix  atA 
Hampstaad?  Do  you  keep  cheerful  company  f  I 
know  you  cannot  drink,  but  I  hope  your  stomach  fo 
eSling  is  not  declined ;  and  how  are  yoa  tnoted  U 
the  ^(lut  ?  These  and  many  more  particuki*  I  disur 
to  know. 

The  people  who  read  news  have  struck  ds  to  tk 
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leart  by  the  account  of  my  dear  friend  doctor  Arhuth- 
I  )i»  death  ;  altliough  I  cuuld  expect  no  less  by  a  letter 
i  received  from  him  a  month  or  two  ago.  Do  you 
lometimes  ice  Mr.  Pope  ?  We  still  correspond  pretty 
-.uiiifaiitly.  He  publishes  poems  often  and  better  thui 
•ver,  which  I  wonder  at  the  more,  because  he  com- 
ikiiis,  with  too  much  reason,  of  his  disorders.  What 
I  liAvoc  has  death  made  among  our  friends  since  that 
i(  the  queen !  As  to  myself,  I  am  grown  leaner  than 
rou  were  when  we  parted  last,  and  am  never  wholly 
ree  from  giddiness  and  weakness,  and  sickness  in  my 
fomacb,  otherwise  I  should  have  been  among  you  two 
ir  three  years  ago,  but  now  I  despair  of  that  liappiness. 
I  ride  a  doien  miles  as  often  as  I  can,  and  always  walk 
he  streets,  except  in  the  night,  which  my  head  will 
lot  suffer  me  to  do.  But  my  fortune  is  so  sunk  that  I 
Aiuiot  afford  half  the  necessaries  or  conveniences  tliat 
I  can  still  make  a  shift  to  provide  myself  with  here. 
\ly  chief  support  is  French  wine,  which,  although  not 
•nual  to  yours,  I  drink  a  bottle  to  myself  every  day. 
[Keep  three  horses,  two  men,  and  an  old  woman,  in  a 
ar^  empty  house,  and  dine  half  the  week,  like  a  king, 
>y  myself.  Thus  I  tell  you  my  whole  economy, 
vhicb,  I  fear,  will  tire  you  by  reading.  Pray  God 
(ef p  you  in  '.health  and  happiness ;  and  do  me  the 
ustice  to  believe  that  I  am,  with  true  esteem  and 
Vieudship,  dear  sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

Jonathan  Swipt. 

Vou  see  by  my  many  blottingsand  interliuings  what 
I  condition  my  head  is  in.  ^ 

FROM  LORD  CARTERTT. 

Jermyn  itraet.  March  6.  1735. 
SiRf — ^I  had  the  honour  of  your  letter,  and  attended 
he  cause  yesterday,  and  the  day  before ;  it  went  for 
rour  friend  upon  the  justest  principle,  and  that  uuani- 
Dously.  He  did  not  only  carry  his  cause  before  tlie 
louse,  but  his  future  cause  springing  out  of  Uiis,  is 
neiiJed  by  the  decree.  The  chancellor  said,  the  re- 
pondent  had  more  reason  to  appeal  tliaa  the  appel' 
Uit.  Mr.  Lindsay,  who  informed  you  right  in  all 
he  matters  you  mentioned  to  me,  will  inform  you,  on 
jerusing  our  decree,  of  the  reason  of  the  chancellor's 
txpresflion.  I  have  a  partiality  for  captain  Rowley  in 
everything  but  judicature;  and  in  tnat  capacity,  if 
utlge  Lindsay  and  1  sat  together,  I  fancy,  by  what  I 
itiow  of  him,  that  we  sliould  seldom  disagree. 

I  thank  you  for  taking  notice  of  the  prosnerous 
(rents  that  have  happened  to  my  family.  If  alliance 
Hid  the  thoughts  of  prosperity  can  bind  a  man  to  the 
iitere^t  of  his  country,  I  am  certainly  bound  to  stand 
>y  liberty ;  and  when  you  see  me  forgetful  of  that, 
uay  you  treat  me  like  Traulus  and  Pistorides.*  I  am 
nipatient  for  four  volumes,  said  to  be  your  works,  for 
vhich  my  wife  and  I  have  subscribed ;  and  we  ex- 
K'cted  adosen  of  copies  from  Mr.  Tickell  last  packet. - 

I  intend  these  worKs  shall  be  the  first  foundation  of 
))c  libraries  of  my  three  grandsons.  In  the  meantime 
bey  will  be  studied  by  my  sou  and  sons-in-law. 

1  desire  you  will  condMcend  to  make  my  compli- 
nents  to  Dr.  Delany,  for  whom  I  have  a  most  hearty 
titeem,  though  I  know  he  thinks  me  not  serious  enough 
i]ioii  certain  arduous  points  of  antiquity. 

•Sir,  tliat  you  may  enjoy  tlie  continuance  of  all  hap- 
/iiicss  is  my  wish ;  as  fur  futurity,  I  know  your  name 
V ill  be  remembered,  when  the  names  of  kings,  lords- 
leutenants,  archbishops,  and  parliament  politicians 
vill  be  forgotten ;  at  last,  you  yourself  must  fall  into 
>blirion,  which  may  happen  in  less  than  a  tbouniid 
fears,  though  the  term  may  be  uncertain,  and  will 
iepend  on  the  progress  tliat  barbarity  and  ignorance 
iiay  make,  notwithstanding  the  sediUous  endeavours 
*}  the  contrary,  of  the  great  prelates  in  this  and  tuc- 

»  Joshua,  lord  AUefl»  and  Richanl  Tigbe,  esq. 


ceeding  ages.  My  wife,  my  mother,  my  mother-in- 
law,  my  &c.,  &c.,  &c.,  all  join  with  me  in  good  wishes  to 
you ;  and  1  hope  you  will  continue  to  believe  that  I 
am,  with  the  greatest  respect,  sir,  your  most  humble 
and  most  obedient  servant,  Cabtebbt. 

TO  WILLIAM  PULTENEY.  ESQ. 

Dublin.  Mareh  8. 173». 
Sir, — Mr.  Stopford  going  to  England  upon  some  par- 
ticular affair,  I  gladly  complied  with  his  desire,  that  I 
should  do  myself  the  honour  of  writing  to  you, 
because,  as  useless  as  I  am,  and  although  I  shall 
never  have  the  happiness  to  see  you,  yet  my  ambition 
to  have  some  small  place  in  your  memory  will  live  aa 
long  as  myself. 

I  will  do  an  unmannerly  thing,  which  is,  to  bequeath 
you  an  epita])Ii  for  forty  years  hence,  in  two  words, 
UUimuM  Briiannontm.  You  never  forsook  your  party. 
You  might  often  liave  been  as  great  as  the  court  can 
make  any  man  so ;  but  you  preserved  your  spirit  of 
liberty  when  your  former  colleagues  had  utterly 
sacrificed  theirs;  and  if  it  shall  ever  begin  to  breathe 
in  these  days,  it  must  entirely  be  owing  to  yourself  and 
one  or  two  friends.  But  it  is  altogether  impossible  for 
any  nation  to  preserve  its  liberty  long  unuer  a  tenth 
part  of  the  present  luxury,  infidelity,  and  a  million  of 
corruptions.  We  see  the  Gothic  system  of  limited 
monarchy  is  extinguished  in  all  the  nations  of  Europe. 
It  is  utterly  extirpated  in  this  wretched  kingdom,  and 
yours  must  be  tlie  next.  Such  has  ever  been  human 
nature,  that  a  single  man,  without  any  su))erior  ad- 
vantages either  of  body  or  mind,  but  usually  the 
direct  contrary,  is  able  to  attack  twenty  millions,  and 
drag  them  voluntarily  at  his  chariot-wheels.  But  no 
more  of  Uiis.  I  am  as  sick  of  the  world  as  I  am  of 
age  and  disease,  the  last  of  which  I  am  never  wholly 
without.  1  live  in  a  nation  of  slaves,  who  sell  them- 
selves for  nothing.  My  revenues,  though  half  sunk^ 
are  sufficient  to  suppDrt  me  in  some  decency.  And  I 
have  a  few  friends  of  grtut  worth,  who,  when  I  visit 
them,  or  they  me,  agree  together  in  discovering  our 
utter  detestation  of  all  proceeding  both  here  and  there. 
Hetc  ett  vita  tolutorum  mUera  ambiiiofteffravique,  ^  I  am 
under  the  displeasure  of  the  court  for  fixing  up  a  true 
Whig  epitaph  in  my  cathedral,  over  Uie  burying- 
place  of  old  Schomberg,  and  for  some  other  things  of 
equal  demerit  or  disaffection,  wherewith  I  am  charged; 
perhaps  also  for  some  verses  laid  to  my  charge,  and 
publislied  without  my  knowledge  or  consent;  wl^reln 
you  and  another  person  are  understood  to  be  meant  by 
initial  letters. 

I  desire  your  pardon  for  the  trouble  I  gave  Tni 
recommending  a  gentleman  to  your  protection,  who> 
has  an  appeal  before  the  house  of  lords ;  wherein  I  was 
prevailed  on  by  an  eminent  person  in  the  law,  who,  by 
a  miracle,  was  raised  to  tlie  bench  in  these  very  times, 
although  he  be  a  man  of  virtue  and  learning  in  a  great 
degree.  Dear  sir,  you  have  nothing  to  desire  in  this 
world  but  gootl  health,  good  times,  the  pros]ierity  of 
your  family  (wherein  you  have  my  constant  prayers), 
and  deserving  friends.  I  have  often  sai«l  tltat  I  never 
knew  a  more  easy  man  to  live  with  than  yourself;  and 
if  you  had  only  a  poor  40,000/.  a-year,  I  would  com- 
mand you  to  settle  1 000/.  of  it  on  me  to  live  in  your 
next  neighbourhood ;  but  as  for  our  friends  at  Twick- 
enham and  Dawley,  I  have  told  them  plainly  that 
they  are  both  too  speculative  and  temperate  for  me  to 
accept  their  invitation,  and  infinitely  too  philosophical. 
The  bearer,  Mr.  Stopford,  luis  such  infinite  obligations 
to  you  for  your  favours  to  him,  and  is,  in  all  respects, 
BO  very  deserving  a  gentleman,  that  I  am  sure  you 
never  repented  the  good  ofKoe  you  have  done  him  at 
my  recommendation.  But  he  only  attends  you  on 
perfect  gratitude;   for  he  knows  very  well  you  are 
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what  is  now  called  a  disaffected  person.  You  are,  in 
the  modem  sense,  a  friend  to  popery,  arbitrary  power, 
and  tlie  pretender ;  and  therefore  he  has  just  politics 
enough  not  to  trouble  you  wifh  helping  him  by  the 
hand  to  better  preferment;  and  I  pray  God,  while 
things  continue  as  they  are,  that  it  may  be  never  in 
your  power  to  make  a  curate  or  an  exciseman. 

You  will  hear  perhaps  that  one  Faulkner  has 
printed  four  volumes,  which  ore  called  my  works  :  he 
has  only  prefixed  the  first  letters  of  my  name ;  it  was 
done  utterly  against  my  will ;  for  there  is  no  property 
in  printers  or  booksellers  here,  and  I  was  not  able  to 
hinder  it.  I  did  imagine  that  after  my  death  the 
several  London  booksellers  would  agree  among  them- 
selves  to  print  what  each  of  them  had  by  common 
consent ;  Dut  the  man  here  has  prevented  it,  much  to 
my  vexation,  for  I  would  as  willingly  have  it  done 
even  in  Scotland.  All  this  has  vexed  me  not  a  little, 
as  done  in  so  obscure  a  place.  I  have  never  yet  looked 
into  them,  nor,  I  believe,  ever  shall.  You  will  find 
Mr.  Stopford  the  same  modest,  virtuous,  learned  man 
that  you  last  saw  him ;  but  with  a  few  more  years 
and  a  great  deal  more  flesh,  beside  the  blessing  of  a 
wife  and  children.  I  desire  to  present  my  humble 
service  to  yours.  I  pray  God  bless  and  assist  you  in 
your  glorious  endeavours  for  the  preservation  of  your 
country,  and  remain,  with  tlie  truest  respect,  sir^  your 
most  obedient  and  obliged  humble  servant, 

Jonathan  Swift. 

You  will  we  by  the  many  blunders  in  words, 
syllables,  and  letters,  what  a  condition  my  giddy  head 
is  in. 


PROM  WILLIAM  PULTENEY,  ESQ. 

London,  March  11, 1735. 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  often  desired  our  friend  Pope, 
when  he  wrote  to  you,  to  allow  me  a  comer  of  his 
letter  to  assure  you  of  my  most  humble  service,  but 
the  little  man  never  remembered  it,  and  it  was  not 
worth  troubling  you  with  a  letter  of  ray  own  on  so 
insignificant  an  occasion. 

Your  recommending  Mr.  Lorinan  to  me  gives  me 
great  pleasure  and  satisfaction,  as  it  is  an  instance 
of  your  kind  remembrance  and  friendship.  I  pro- 
mise you,  whoever  at  any  time  comes  to  me  from 
you  shall  be  sure  of  meeting  with  the  utmost  of  my 
endeavours  to  ser\'e  them.  I  am  glad  I  can  acquaint 
you  Mr.  Lorinan  has  all  the  success  he  could  expect 
or  wish  for ;  his  cause  was  a  good  one,  and  he  had 
the  honour  of  having  it  greatly  attended.  When  it 
was  over,  he  asked  me  (but  in  a  very  modest  way) 
whether  it  was  possible  to  get  him  made  receiver  of 
the  new  bishop  of  Derry's  rents  1  I  told  him  I 
would  try;  I  did  so,  found  it  would  not  succeed,  and 
so  dropped  it  immediately. 

What  do  you  say  to  the  bustle  made  here  to  pre- 
vent the  man*  from  being  an  English  bishop,  and 
afler^vard  allowing  him  to  be  good  Christian  enough 
for  an  Irish  one  1  Sure  the  opposition,  or  the  ac- 
quiescence, must  have  been  most  abominably  scan- 
dalous. By  what  I  can  learn  of  Dr.  Rundle's  cha- 
racter (for  I  am  not  in  the  least  acquainted  ^vith  him 
myself),  he  is  far  from  being  the  great  and  learned 
man  his  friends  would  have  the  world  believe  him, 
and,  much  further  yet  from  the  bad  man  his  enemies 
represent  him.  Our  right  reverend  brethren  con- 
tinue to  dwell  together  in  the  strictest  political  unity ; 

'  Dr.  Thomas  Rundlc  wna  promoted  to  the  rich  see  of  Deny 
in  Irflnnd,  in  February,  1735,  aflcr  beinv  prevented  from  get- 
thiff  the  nee  of  OloncosUr.  in  England,  whidt  had  been  intended 
for  him  in  November.  IViA.  Tito  diapale  concerning  hi«  pro- 
motion to  tho  aee  of  GIourc»ter  wnii  iMtweou  the  chancellor  and 
'^hop  of  liondon :  Uie  chancellor  was  bl«  friend,  and  the 
is  enemy. 


whether  it  be  like  the  dew  of  Hermon  upon  the  hlU 
of  Sion,  or  like  the  ointment  that  ran  down  into 
Aaron's  beard  to  the  skirts  of  his  clothing,  I  cannot 
say,  but  I  am  sure  it  is  a  good  joyful  thin^  for  the 
ministers  to  behold.  This  has  enabled  them  to  pre- 
vent any  inquiry  into  the  scandalous  method  cf 
nominating,  instead  of  electing  the  sixteen  Scoteh 
peers:  and  these  and  they  together  make  a  Ric4t 
dreadful  body  in  that  house.  We  are  not  quite  ^-i 
bad  in  ours,  but  I  own  to  you  that  I  am  beartih 
tired  of  struggling  to  no  purpose  against  the  cornip- 
tion  that  does  prevail,  and  I  see  always  will  prerul 
there.  Poor  Arbuthnot,  who  grieved  to  see  the  wick- 
edness of  mankind,  and  was  particularly  ashamed  ^ 
his  own  countrymen,*  is  dead.  He  tived  theli>t 
six  months  in  a  bad  state  of  health,  and  hoping  c^m 
night  would  be  his  last ;  not  that  he  endured  any 
bodily  pain,  but  as  he  was  quite  weary  of  the  worli 
and  tired  with  so  much  bad  company.  What  T  h^ 
said  of  the  doctor  may  perhaps  deter  you  from  coclrs 
among  us;  but  if  you  had  any  thoughts  of  ^isitiri: 
England  this  summer,  1  can  aiuure  you  of  soc^* 
friends  who  wish  to  live  with  you  and  know  how  t<. 
value  and  esteem  you ;  among  them  there  is  nr &•* 
that  does  so  more  sincerely  than,  dear  air,  your  mo«i 
obedient  humble  servant, 

William  PtTTiyn. 
Mrs.  Pulteney  is  very  much  your  humble  scmat, 
and  joint  in  inviting  you  here  next  summer. 

TO  WILUAM  FITZHSRBERT,  ESQ. 

Umxdt  19,  i:3»- 
SiR)— -I  had  some  days  ago  a  very  loDg  letter  bva 
a  young  gentleman  whom  I  never  amwt  but  by  tltt 
name  subscribed  I  found  it  came  firom  a*yoiingersiA 
of  yours,  I  suppose  yoiur  second.  H«  lays  before  lar 
in  a  very  particular  maimer  the  forlorn  coDditioa  be 
is  in  by  the  severities  of  you  and  your  lady*  b» 
mother.  He  freely  owns  his  boyish  follies  wbes  hi 
was  first  brought  up  to  towii«  at  fourteen  ycsr»  eiii. 
but  he  appeals  to  Dr.  Sheridan  for  the  improvriDeitf 
he  made  in  the  doctor's  school,  and  to  his  tator  f(* 
his  behaviour  in  the  eoUege,  where  he  took  his  ile> 
gree  with  particular  credit,  being  made  one  of  the 
moderators  of  his  class,  by  which  it  appears  that  b 
passed  for  one  of  the  four  best  scholars  in  it.  Hii 
letter  contains  four  large  pages  in  folio,  and  written 
in  a  very  small  hand,  where  he  givee  &  history  of  kit 
life  from  the  age  of  fourteen  to  the  present  time.  U 
is  written  with  so  much  spirit,  nature,  aod  gooi 
sense,  as  well  as  appearance  of  truth,  that  having  iirti 
razed  out  the  writer's  name,  I  hare  shown  it  to 
several  gentlemen,  my  friends,  of  great  worth,  lean- 
ing and  taste,  who  au  agree  in  my  opinion  of  ta 
letter,  and  think  it  a  pity  that  so  hopeful  a  y«xtk 
should  not  have  proper  encouragement,  unless  ht 
has  some  very  disagreeable  faults,  whereof  they  awl 
I  are  ignorant,  ^hen  I  had  written  thus  fu  Dr. 
Sheridan  came  to  see  me ;  I  read  your  son's  lettct 
to  him,  and  he  was  equally  pleased  with  it,  and  je- 
tified  the  progress  the  young  man  had  made  in  lu> 
school.  I  went  this  evening  to  visit  a  bdy  who  b» 
a  very  great  esteem  and  friendship  for  you  and  Un, 
••••«:  she  told  me  ••  That  the  young  man'i 
great  fault  was  too  much  pertness  and  conrtit  of 
himself,  which  he  often  showed  in  your  house  tM 
even  among  company,'*  which  I  own  is  a  veiy  b&d 
quality  in  any  young  man,  mnd  is  not  easily  nrtA; 
yet  I  think  if  I  had  a  son  who  had  understaodi&r. 
wit,  and  humour,  to  write  such  a  letter,  I  cook!  no* 
find  in  my  heart  to  cast  him  off,  but  try  what  ^ 
advice  and  matiurer  years  would  do  toward  ttKO^ 

_      •  He  was  a  oslive  of  SsMlaad, 


EPISTOLARY  CORRESPONDENCE. 


'iZS 


nent ;  and  in  the  mean  time  give  him  no  cause  to 
:oaiplain  of  wanting  conTenient  food,  lodging,  and 
-aiment  He  lays  the  whole  weight  of  his  letter  to 
ue  upon  the  truth  of  the  facts,  and  is  contented  to 
(tand  or  fall  by  them.  If  he  be  a  liar,  he  is  into  the 
)irgain  an  unpardonable  fool,  and  his  good  natural, 
IS  well  as  acquired  parts,  shall  be  an  aggravation  to 
De  to  render  htm  more  odious.  I  hear  he  is  turned 
t(  oDe*and-twenty  years ;  and  what  he  alleges  seems 
o  be  trae,  that  he  is  .not  yet  put  into  any  way  of 
iving,  either  by  law,  physic,  or  dirinity,  although  in 
tM  letter  he  pretends  to  have  studied  the  first  on 
rour  promise  to  send  him  to  the  Temple,  but  your 
nind  altering,  and  you  rather  choosing  to  send  him 
0  Leyden,  he  applied  himself  to  study  physic,  and 
nade  some  prepress  in  it,  but  for  many  months  he 
ku  heard  nothing  more  from  you,  so  that  now  he  is 
n  utter  despair,  loaden  with  the  hatred  of  both  his 
urents,  and  lodges  in  a  garret  in  William-street, 
vitii  only  the  liberty  to  dine  at  your  house,  and  no 
urther  care  taken  of  him. 

Sir,  although  I  have  seldom  been  in  your  company, 
t  if  many  years  since  I  had  the  honour  of  being 
LQown  to  you;  and  I  always  thought,  as  well  as 
teani,  that  you  were  a  gentleman  of  great  honour, 
nith,  knowledge,  modesty,  good-nature,  and  can- 
tour.  As  to  your  lady,  I  never  saw  her  but  once, 
i&d  then  but  for  a  few  minutes ;  she  has  the  cbarac- 
er  of  being  a  very  polite  and  accomplished  'person, 
ind  therefore,  very  probably,  her  son  s  rough,  over- 
reening,  forward  behaviour  among  company  with 
ler,  without  that  due  deference  which  only  can  re- 
ommend  youth,  may  be  very  disgustful  to  her.  Your 
on  desires  me  in  his  letter  to  apply  to  some  friends 
irho  have  most  credit  nvith  you,  that  you  will  please 
0  put  him  into  some  way  of  life ;  and  he  wishes 
hat  those  friends  would  be  so  generous  to  Join  in 
tmtributing  some  allowance  to  support  him  at  Ley- 
len.  I  think  it  would  have  been  well  if  he  had  been 
«nt  to  sea  in  the  proper  time,  or  had  now  a  com- 
ntmion  in  the  army.  Yet  if  he  were  the  original 
mter  of  that  letter  sent  to  me  under  his  name,  I 
t>nress  myself  so  very  partial  as  to  be  extremely 
orry  if  he  should  not  deserve  and  acquire  the  favour 
>f  you  and  your  lady,  in  which  ease,  any  parents 
night  be  foi^iven  for  being  proud  of  such  a  son.  I 
lave  no  acquaintance  with  his  tutor,  Dr.  King,  but 
f  I  can  learn  from  those  who  have,  I  shall  be  glad  to 
tear  that  he  confirms  the  character  of  the  young  man's 
;ood  parts  and  learning,  as  Dr.  Sheridan  has  done. 

I  entreat  your  pardon  for  this  long  letter,  and  for 
tffering  to  interfere  in  a  domestic  point  where  I  have 
10  information  but  from  one  side ;  but  I  can  faith- 
ully  aasure  you  that  my  regard  is  altogether  for  the 
^TTice  and  ease  of  you  and  your  lady  and  family. 

have  always  thought  that  a  happy  genius  is  seldom 
vithout  some  bent  toward  virtue,  and  therefore  de- 
orves  some  indulgence.     Most  of  the  great  villains 

have  known  (which  were  not  a  small  number) 
(a>e  been  brutes  in  their  understandings  as  well  as 
heir  actions. 

But  I  have  already  run  out  my  paper,  as  well  as 
our  patience.  I  shall  therefore  conclude  with  the 
inrcro  profession  of  being,  with  great  esteem  and 
nith,  air,  your  most  obedient  and  most  humble 
er>-ant,  Jonathan  Swift. 


PBOM  MBS.  PRATT. 

London.  April  4,  ITSd. 

^iBi — I  think  you  know  me  sufficiently  not  to  doubt 
»f  a  loiter  any  way  coming  from  you  being  accept- 
^^le,  therefore  any  omission  but  that  cannot  fail  of 
ui  excuse  from  me,  whose  friendship  is  pleasingly 


gratified  by  the  honour  of  having  it  returned  from 
one  of  your  distinguished  talents  and  merits  whose 
life  I  wish  to  preserve,  but  wish  more  to  make  it 
agreeable  to  yuu  by  the  full  enjoyment  of  health, 
friends,  fortune,  and  situation ;  my  next  desire  should 
be  that  I  had  a  power  to  contribute  to  your  attain- 
ment of  any  of  these  comforts. 

Your  kind  inquiries  in  relation  to  myself  only  Jus- 
tify taking  up  your  time  with  so  insignificant  a  sub- 
ject, which  I  shall  be  particular  upon  merely  in 
obedience  to  your  commands* 

I  have  no  obligations  to  the  court,  nor  am  I  likely 
to  have  any ;  I  have  to  my  lord  Shelbume,  whose 
house  in  London  is  my  settled  habitation,  though 
I  am  afraid  two  years  will  put  an  end  to  my  good 
fortune,  the  lease  of  the  house,  which  is  an  old  one, 
being  then  expired  ;  and  so  perhaps  may  be  that  ot 
my  life,  which  1  have  been  long  tired  of.  Added  to 
my  lord  Shelbume's  favours,  1  have  great  and  many 
more  than  I  can  express  here,  to  the  duchess  of 
Buckingham,  whose  table  is  my  constant  one,  and 
her  coach  oftener  mine  than  I  ask  for  it ;  beside 
fetching  me  every  day,  and  bringing  me  home, 
makes  me  share  in  public  amusements  without  ex- 
pense ;  and  in  summer  the  variety  of  change  of  air, 
which  her  station  empowers  her  to  take,  and  more 
her  inclination  to  impart  to  her  friends  the  benefit 
of,  who  cannot  fail  of  being  so  to  her  if  they  have 
merit  enough  to  be  capable  of  being  obliged  by  the 
most  agreeable  sincere  manner  to  engage  appro- 
bation and  gratitude ;  then  I  hope  you  think  I  have 
enough  to  do  justice,  both  in  my  thoughts  and  actions, 
to  one  so  worthy  of  it.  I  am,  sir,  your  sincerely 
obliged  and  affectionate  humble  servant, 

.  H.  Pbatt. 


FROM  LADY  BETTY  GERMAIN. 

April  5.  1735. 
Part  the  first,  you  order  me  to  give  up  my  secre- 
tary-ship ;  and  part  the  second,  called  postscript,  you 
employed  me  about  Dr.  Sheridan's  exchange,  when 
the  letters  for  it  must  have  been  at  Dublin  long  be- 
fore yours  came  away.  I  was  just  thinking  that  you 
was  a  little  upon  the  dear  joy  ;*  but  to  be  sure,  you 
were  in  the  ri»;ht,  for  what  signified  my  secretarjship 
when  I  had  no  business. 

The  countess  of  Suffolk  did  not  give  up  the  first 
employment  at  court,  for  she  had  no  other  than  mis- 
tress of  the  robes,  being  400/.  a-year,  which  the 
duchess  of  Dorset  had  quitted  to  her,  there  being  no 
lady  of  the  bedchamber's  place  vacant,  and  it  not 
being  quite  proper  for  a  countess  to  continue  bed- 
chamber woman.  As  to  her  part  about  Gay,  that  I 
cleared  to  you  long  ago,  for  to  my  certain  knowledge 
no  woman  was  ever  a  better  friend  than  she  by  many 
ways  proved  herself  to  him.  As  to  what  you  hint 
about  yourself,  as  I  am  wholly  ignorant  what  it  is 
you  mean,  I  can  say  nothing  upon  it.  And  as  to  the 
question,  whether  you  should  congratulate  or  condole  t 
I  believe  you  may  do  either  or  both,  and  not  be  in 
the  wrong,  for  I  truly  think  she  was  heartily  sorry 
to  be  obliged  by  ill  usage  to  quit  a  master  and  mis- 
tress that  she  had  served  so  Justly,  and  loved  so  well. 
However,  she  has  now  much  more  ease  and  liberty, 
and  accordingly  her  health  better. 

Mrs.  Floyd  has  a  cough  every  winter,  and  gene- 
rally so  bad  that  she  often  frightens  me  for  the  con- 
sequences.    My  saucy  niece^  presents  her  service  to 

•  An  Iriah  expi««loo. 
*  b  Maiy»  eldaat  daughler,  sad  one  of  the  ooheira  of  Tliomu 
Chamben.  of  llnnworth,  in  Middleacx.  raq.,  by  Ud>  Mury 
Berkeley,  slklor  to  oArl  Rcrkelcv  and  to  Isidy  Ilelty  Germnin. 
8)ie  manied  April*  1796,  lord  Vera  Beaucloie,  aflerwttrds  lord 
Vcie. 
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parson  Swift.  The  duchess  of  Dorset  is  gone  to 
Bath  with  lady  Lambert  for  her  health ;  she  has  not 
been  long  enough  there  yet  to  find  the  good  effects 
of  tlie  waters,  but  as  they  always  did  agree  with  her, 
I  have  great  hopes  they  will  now  quite  cure  her 
colic. 

In  all  likelihood  you  are  weary  by  this  time  of 
reading,  and  I  am  of  writing,  such  a  long  letter,  so 
adieu,  my  dear  dean. 


J 


FROM  DR.  SHERIDAN. 

April  9.  1736. 
Dear  Sib, — Mrs.  Perott  has  this  instant  invited  m 
two  eldest  daughters  to  her  house  till  such  time  as 
may  be  settled  at  Cavan.  She  is  a  lady  the  best 
housewife  in  Ireland,  and  of  the  best  temper  I  ever 
knew.  Her  daughters  are  formed  by  her  example, 
so  that  it  is  impossible  to  place  them  where  they  will 
have  a  better  opportunity  of  learning  what  may  be 
hereafter  of  real  advantage  to  them.  Dear  sir,  I  shall 
impatiently  wait  your  advice,  for  my  affairs  here  re- 
quire a  longer  attendance  than  1  expected.  You 
will  be  so  good  as  to  let  me  know  from  Mr.  Lingen^ 
whether  the  duke  of  Dorset's  letter  be  come  in  an- 
swer to  the  lords-justices,  that  I  may  hurry  to  Dublin, 
for  people  are  here  impatient  at  having  their  children 
80  long  idle.  I  am  apt  to  believe  that  if  you  put  this 
matter  in  what  light  you  think  proper  to  the  lord- 
chancellor,  he  will  not  insist  upon  a  punctilio,  which 
may  prove  a  great  loss  to  me.  The  bishop  of  Kill- 
more  can  produce  a  letter  I  think  sufficient  to  justify 
their  excellencies  the  lords-justices  in  granting  us 
patents. 

I  wish  you  long  health  and  happiness,  and  shall, 
dear  sir,  ever  have  a  grateful  sense  of  your  friendship, 
and  be,  with  all  respect,  your  most  obedient  and 
very  bumble  servant,  Thomas  Suerioan, 

:  FROM  THG  ARCHBISHOP  OF.  CASHELL. 
[Dr.  Theophiltts  Bolton.] 

Caflhell,  April  7. 1735. 
Deab  Sir, — I  suppose  by  this  time  you  have  been 
informed  that  Mr.  Dunkin  was  ordained  here  last 
Thursday,  and  that  the  recommendations  got  the 
better  of  my  prejudices  to  his  imhappy  genius,  which 
I  hope  will  in  some  degree  convince  you  that  your 
power  over  me  is  not  yet  quite  worn  out. 

It  is  one  of  the  greatest  evils  that  attends  those 
whom  fortune  has  forsaken,  that  their  friends  forsake 
them  too  ;  and  let  me  tell  you  that  your  not  seeing 
roe  the  whole  winter  I  was  last  in  Dublin  was  not 
a  less  mortification  to  me  than  all  the  hard  sayings 
of  the  great  parliament  orators.  However,  I  must 
own  your  taking  any  occasion  to  write  to  me  at  all  has 
made  some  amends,  for  though  you  seem  designedly 
to  co%'er  it,  I  think  I  perceive  some  little  marks  of 
that  former  kindness  which  I  once  pleased  myself  to 
have  had  a  share  in  with  your  law}'er  friends.  When 
I  conversed  with  politicians  I  learned  that  it  was 
not  prudent  to  seem  fond  of  what  one  most  desires, 
for  which  reason  I  would  not  tell  you  that  if  this 
accident  of  your  poetical  friend  should  open  a  way 
to  our  frequent  meeting  together  again,  and  being 
put  upon  the  old  foot,  as  when  I  was  your  subject 
at  St.  Patrick's,  I  should  think  myself  the  happiest 
man  in  the  world  ;  but  this  I  will  say,  that  if  it  falls 
out  so,  this  last  heavy  period  of  my  life  will  be  much 
more  tolerable  than  it  is  at  present. 

1  am  now  wholly  employed  in  digging  up  rocks 
and  making  the  way  easier  to  the  church,  which  if  I 
can  succeed  in,  I  design  to  repair  a  very  venerable  old 
fabric  that  was  built  here  in  the  time  of  our  ignorant 

"  Ooe  of  the  secretaries  to  the  lordf-Joitioes. 


(as  we  are  pleased  to  call  them)  ancestors.  I  vvh 
this  age  liad  a  little  of  their  piet\,  though  wc  ::au 
up  instead  of  it  aoine  of  our  itameose  crud.uuiL 
What  if  you  spent  a  fortnight  here  this  summer!  1 
have  laid  aside  alt  my  country  politics,  sheriff' 
elections,  feasts,  &c.  And  I  fancy  it  would  not  bf 
disagreeable  to  you  to  see  king  Cormack*i  chspel, 
his  bedchamber,  &c.,  all  built*  beyond  controie:^, 
above  eight  hundred  years  ago,  when  he  was  kk^ 
as  well  as  archbishop.  I  really  intend  to  lay  ooi  i 
thousand  pounds  to  preserve  this  old  church,  &x»i  I 
am  sure  you  would  be  of  service  to  posterity  if  }va 
assisted  me  in  the  doing  of  it,  at  least,  if  you  appr^J 
the  design,  you  would  give  the  greatest  plc^cre.  I 
assure  you,  to  your  most  affectionate  and  (ilthU 
humble  servant,  Theopuilus  Cisheu. 


TO  MR.  THOMAS  BEACH,* 
Mf  rehant  in  Wrezliam,  Denbighshire. 
To  be  left  at  the  Customhouse,  and  given  to  Stepi*^ 
Lovel,  esq.,  collector  of  the  customs  in  Chester. 

DnUiD.  April  11.  its- 
Sir, — After  the  fate  of  all  poets,  you  are  no  fsf  owsr 
of  fortune,  for  your  letter  of  March  3lit  cUi  b^' 
come  to  my  hands  till  two  days  after  sir^VUiii.2 
Fownes's  death,  who  having  been  so  long  sflktri 
with  the  stone  and  other  disorders,  besides  jgn^t  <i 
age,  died  about  nine  days  ago.  If  he  had  r^cox^i 
I  should  certainly  have  waited  on  him  irith  )^ 
poem,  and  recommended  it  and  the  author  un 
heartily  to  his  favour.  I  have  seen  fewer  good  paw* 
gyrics  than  any  other  sort  of  writing,  especialSi  c 
verse,  and  therefore  I  much  approve  the  method  v^: 
have  taken :  I  mean  that  of  describing  a  penoo  ^ 
possesseth  every  virtue,  and  rather  waiving  ib»;  u 
William  Fownes  was  in  your  Uioughts,  than  that 
your  picture  was  like  in  every  part.  He  had  ibdre^ 
a  very  good  natural  understanding,  nor  wantetit 
talent  for  poetry*;  but  his  education  denied  tu2 
learning,  for  he  knew  no  other  language  except  hi* 
own ;  yet  he  was  a  man  of  taste  and  homour  u  «tL 
as  a  wise  and  useful  citizen,  as  appeared  bj  s^v- 
little  treatise  for  regulating  the  government  of  \^ 
cit}' ;  and  I  often  wished  his  advice  had  been  taic^ 
I  read  your  poem  several  times,  and  showed  ii  ^ 
three  or  four  judicious  friends,  who  all  approTed  u, 
but  agreed  with  me  that  it  wanted  some  correcticirw' 
Upon  which  I  took  a  number  of  lines,  which  iff  •^ 
all  299,  the  odd  number  being  occasioned  by  viat 
they  call  a  triplet,  which  was  a  vicious  \n.}  of  rlT- 
ming,  wherewith  Dryden  abounded,  and  was  imit^^^ 
by  all  the  bad  versifiers  in  Charles  II.'s  reign.  Dn* 
den,  though  my  near  relation,*  is  one  I  btT«  o&a 

■  Mr.  Thomas  Beach,  author  of  a  poem,  eattfled  "D^'' 
or  a  Virtouut  and  Haupy  Life.'*  It  is  dedicated  xo  Mr  l*^, 
Tim  author  committed  suicide  a  few  wetk.%  ailor  psttlkswe  • 
his  poem,  in  1737. 

»»  From  a  nerusal  of  the  printed  poem,  we  flndttat  * 
B<tsch  adoptea  exery  one  of  the  dean's  Itints  and  Affrrc<u»- 
Even  the  triplet  is  discanled,  and  the  poem  namtouHbot^^ 
hundred  linci. 

«  "  It  Is  not  easy  to  ascertain  the  exact  decree  of  n^ai^ 
ship  between  Dryden  and  Swill.  Re  is  aid  by  hi«U*«^ 
dean  Swift,  and  by  Hawkosworth  aftex  him.  to  hm  ^"^ 
our  author's  second  couiln,  the  grandson  of  DialM^'^  >'^ 
of  the  daughters  of  sirtBrasmus  Driden;  hot  Uui  («4iu  »» 
hn  the  case,  for  that  lady  was  married  to  sir  Kicbsrd  fli'i-r^ 
tiart.  The  wife,  therefore,  of  Thomas  Swift,  bdn^'  m^'-**' 
ledged  to  Kive  been  Elisabeth  Drjtlen ;  vuuH  ^  wu^'*  ** 
in  some  other  branch  of  the  Drvdca  family.  Pros  **'^ 
rius  RuBticus/  p.  75,  it  appears/ that,  in  Oetober.  !#«.*« « 
beside  ten  children,  who  supplicated  hmt  plaadcveri  foe  !x^ 
an  infant  in  the  cradle,  and  afterwards  she  had  tbiw  fT* 
children ;  to  tliat  she  probably  was  yotta):cr  tiioa  tn>  '*  '^ 
danghtera  of  sir  Erasmus  Dridea.  all  of  whom,  I  b»iic««.  *^ 
born  before  the  year  1600.  On  her  husband's  )iria<  U^u  r 
questered,  the  profits  of  it  were  eonsigned  to  Jwaaik**  I^^ 
minister,  who  was  jvobably  her  faiother  ;  sad  tt*?  *^ 
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>Umed  u  well  u  pitied.    He  wu  poor,  tnd  in  great 
lute  to  finish  hit  pUys,  became  by  them  he  chiefly 
upported  his  fiunily,  and  this  made  him  so  verv  in- 
direct; he  likewise  brought  in  the  Alexandrine 
rerse  at  the  end  of  his  triplets.    I  was  so  angry  at 
bese  corruptions  that  about  twenty-four  years  ago  I 
Anished  them  all  by  one  triplet*  with  the  Alexan- 
Irine,  upon  a  very  ridiculous  subject.     I  absolutely 
id  prevail  with  Mr.  Pope,  and  Gay,  and  Dr.  Young, 
nd  one  or  two  more,  to  reject  them.     Mr.  Pope 
lever  used  them  till  he  translated  Homer,  which 
rts  too  long  a  work  to  be  so  very  exact  in ;  and  I 
htnk  in  one  or  two  of  his  last  poems  he  has,  out  of 
isiness,  done  the  same  thing,  though  very  seldom, 
now  proceed  to  what  I  would  have  corrected  in 
our  poem.     Line  6,  for  han*t,  read  want;  I  abhor 
bose  Aofi'te  and  loon'te,  fte.,  A». ;  they  are  detestable 
a  Terse  as  well  at  pose.  L.  46,  for  wkiUt,  put  wkUe» 
J.  83,  deriveM,  I  ooubt  there  is  no  verb  deponent, 
)ut  always  active.     L.  106,   "If  NoU  usurps,  or 
^ame9;"   NoU  is  too  much  a  cant  word  for  a  grave 
•oem ;  and  as  to  Jamet,  he  was  a  weak,  bigoted  pa- 
pist, desirooa,  like  all  kings,  of  absolute  power,  but 
tot  properly  a  tyrant.    L.  109,  And  midttf  harsh  and 
ough,  the  elision  unluckily  placed.    L.  115,  116,  I 
annot  snffer  an  ill  rhyme,  such  as  sssn  and  scene 
I  firyoe  the  triplet  in  L.  108,  which  I  wish  were 
Upped  of  one  of  its  three  wings) :  and  L.  110,  to 
fiiy,  I  wish  it  were  m  Giory,    L.  118.    i>osi. 
Phis  word  should  be  avoided  as  a  mere  expletive. 
J.  155,  JDoet.    The  same  fiiult.    L.  161,  TRe/M^rste. 
Phis  verse  is  not  right  measure,  but  sounds  very  ill. 
^121,  CAeei^^  ftc.    This  verse  wanto  a  verb,  as 
irt,  or  some  other.    204,  Does.    L.  217,  for  jwrwuis 
t  should  be  p^rvadei,    L.  218,  and  grows,  Quere,  is 
lot  or  more  proper  t    L.  278,  Cusaoni/biiiMf.    Thii 
•  an  expletive,  not  a  proper  epithet.    L.  289,  That 
lires.    The  word  tkatt  as  it  is  placed,  spoils  the 
rhole  line,  and  is  not  proper,  for  the  right  word 
boold  be  wka,    L.  204,  Rmueend.    1  know  not  the 
vtton  for  this  word.    Why  not  rather  a»eendt    I 
dipped  290,  Than  ;  I  suppose  you  only  meant  then, 
ITou  will  do  right  to  read  over  your  poem  carefully, 
ind  observe  where  there  be  any  more  oversights  of 
he  tame  kind  with  those  I  have  noted,  and  to  be 
'orrected,  which  you  can  do  better  than  any  other 
wnon.    A  fiiend  can  only  see  what  is  amiss,  but 
be  writer  can  mend  it  more  easily.    All  you  deaire 
a  relation  to  air  WilUam  Fownes  is  at  an  end  by  his 
leath,  otherwise  I  shonld  gladly  have  performed  it 
a  the  best  and  most  effectual  manner  1  was  able. 
U  to  the  publishing  it  here,  I  utteriy  differ  from 
'oo.   No  printer  in  this  beggarly  town,  and  enslaved 
fvviiig  kingdom,  wonld  prhit  it  without  being  paid 
u*  full  eharge  of  his  labour,  nor  would  he  be  able  to 
<U  two  doaen  unless  he  could  afford  it  for  a  penny. 
[  wonld  imther  advise  you  to  have  it  published  in 
U>odon  by  Motte  or  lintot,  or  any  other  bookseller 
^re  who  deals  in  poetry.    It  would  bear  a  shilling 
^ce ;  but  as  I  presume  you  are  not  mueh  known  as 
t  poet  in  that  great  dty,  you  should  get  some  person 
^consequence  to  recommend  it. 

^^^^tf^  of  a  bfOfUicT  of  lir  Ensraoi  Driden;  h«  h«d  flT« 
*"|b«n.  If  I  m  Hghl  in  this  eoiOectnra,  the  deui  of  Ht.  Pit- 
ncK't  /af A«r  aod  our  snthot  w«ra  ooly  Kvond  ooadat.  Swill'a 
^fuller.  Tboews,  bad  tm  iobi,  uf  whidi  Um  flfkh»  J«aallMUB 
k!f  ^1^'*  fallier),  wu  probably  named  from  Jooathnn  Dryden 
|hove  mentioned,  who  wag,  I  Deliere,  hie  uncle.  Another  of 
"•  naa  (who.  ae  well  ee  Jonathan,  waa  an  attorney)  waa called 
'"wm  Swift,  la  hononr  of  hJa  mother;  a  eireiimataBee  whieh 
^trvM  the  tiadltlon  eoaeemiag  the  relatknahtp  between  thoae 
vo  c«l«itniied  men.  Swift,  in  one  of  hia  leitort,  calla  Dryden 
tt*  «cer  relatioa;  bnt  in  Uie  laat  age  a  (renter  aeeooni  waa 


<f»kof  cooauiCalBity  than  at  preaant.    A  aeeood  or  third  oou- 
uf^VJH^  eoaaldflnd  as  a  asai  lelatkm."— 8e«  Hakwe^a 
-"•of  Dryden. 
VOL.  n. 


As  to  what  things  were  printed  here  on  supposition 
they  were  mine,  the  thing  was  done  directly  sgainst 
my  inclinations,  out  of  Uie  disdain  1  had  of  their 
being  published  in  so  obscure  and  wretched  a 
country.  But  I  would  have  been  well  enough  satis- 
fied if  the  booksellers  in  London  could  have  agreed 
among  themselves  to  print  them  there.  And  I  be* 
lieve  they  now  repent  they  did  not,  because  eveiy 
printer  there  hath  a  property  in  their  copy;  and  what 
things  are  supposed  to  be  mine  belonged  to  several 
booksellers,  who  might  have  shared  equally,  accord- 
ing to  what  copies  they  held.  1  have  been  called 
away  till  evening ;  however,  mv  paper  could  afford 
me  but  little  more  room  if  I  had  stsid.  I  am,  with 
true  esteem,  sir,  your  most  humble  servant, 

JoMATaAM  Swirr. 


I 


FROM  ALDERMAN  BARBER. 

Qneen-eqnare.  April  St,  1TS&. 
Dkai  Stt,— It  was  with  great  pleasure  I  had  the 
favour  of  your  most  obligbig  letter  by  the  hands  of 
Mr.  Richanlson,  agent  to  the  Irish  Society ;  for  as  I 
am  always  proud  to  receive  your  commands,  he  may 
depend  upon  anv  service  I  can  do  him  that  is  in  my 
power.    When  1  say  this  I  make  you  no  great  com- 

Eliment ;  for  as  that  gentleman's  merit  has  raised 
im  to  the  post  he  now  enjoys  under  the  society,  it 
is  hardly  to  be  doubted  but  that  his  integrity  and 
good  conduct  for  the  future  irill  easily  preserve  his 
interest  in  that  body. 

I  am  very  sorry  to  hear  that  your  old  complaints 
from  your  head  continue ;  and  the  more  so  because 
they  have  deprived  your  friends  here  of  the  great 
pleasure  and  satisfaction  of  seeing  you  among  them, 
whieh  Is  a  sensible  mortification  to  them  indeed ; 
but  I  am  very  much  pleased  with  the  account  you 
give  of  your  way  of  living,  because  I  am  a  living  in- 
stance how  the  economy  you  are  under  must  neces- 
sarily preeerve  your  life  many  years.  I  have  the 
ffont  sometimes,  the  asthma  very  much,  and  of  late 
frequent  pains  in  my  bowels ;  and  yet,  bv  keeping 
in  a  constant  regular  way,  1  battle  them  all,  and  am 
in  much  better  health  than  I  was  twelve  years  ago. 
when  four  top  physicians  pronounced  me  a  dnd 
man,  and  sent  me  abroad  to  die.  I  ride  when  I 
can,  but  not  in  winter,  for  the  fogs,  and  mists,  and 
cold  weather  murder  me.  I  drink  a  pint  of  claret 
at  dinner  (none  at  night),  and  have  a  good  stomach, 
with  a  bad  digestion;  but  I  bate  good  spirits,  and 
am  cheerful,  thsnk  God. 

I  b^  pardon  for  entertaining  you  so  long  irith  my 
infirmities,  which  1  would  humbly  apply,  that  if  my 
being  regular  with  so  many  distempers  preserves  me 
to  almost  a  miracle,  what  must  the  same  method 
produce  In  yonl 

About  ten  days  ago  I  saw  Mr.  Pope,  who  Is  very 
well;  so  is  the  lord  of  Dawley  [Bollngbroke]. 

It  ii  a  melancholy  reflection  vou  make,  how  many 
friends  you  have  lost  since  good  queen  Anne's  time. 
Many  indeed!  for  there  are  very  fbw  left  The 
loss  of  a  friend  is  the  loss  of  a  limb,  not  to  be  re- 
stored. Poor  lady  Masham  among  the  rest.  Our 
friend  the  doctor  [Arbuthnot]  I  am  afraid  did  not 
take  the  care  he  ought  to  have  done.  1  am  told  he 
waa  a  great  epicure,  and  denied  himself  nothing. 
Poesibly  he  might  think  the  play  not  worth  the 
candle.  Yon  may  remember  Mr.  Garth  said  he 
was  glad  when  he  was  dying ;  for  he  was  weary  of 
having  his  shoes  pulled  on  and  on.  As  for  my  part, 
I  am  resolved  to  make  the  remains  of  my  life  as 
easy  as  I  can,  and  submit  myself  entirely  to  the  will 
of  God. 

Tou  will  glTC  me  leave,  tlr,  Just  to  congratulate 

8  B 
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Tou  <m  your  public  Bpirit  (and  for  which  all  man- 
kind applaud  you)*  in  erecting  an  hospital  for  the 
unhappy.  It  is  truly  worthy  of  your  great  soul,  and 
for  which  the  present  and  the  future  age  must 
honour  and  revere  your  memory!  I  dare  say  no 
more  on  this  head  for  fear  of  offending. 

That  Ood  Almighty  would  please  to  restore  your 
health,  and  preserve  you  many  years  for  the  good  of 
mankind,  is  the  hearty  prayer  of,  sir,  your  most  obe- 
dient humble  servant,  John  Babbbb. 

My  service  to  Dr.  Delany. 

FROM  MRS.  PRATT. 

London,  April  fS,  17S5. 
Sib, — I  wrote  in  such  haste  that  I  forgot  to  make 
my  lady  Saville's  acknowledgments,  which,  before 
she  left  this,  she  engaged  me  to  do  in  a  particular 
manner  from  her,  by  apsuring  you  that  she  is  your 
obliged  humble  servant,  and  wishes  you  all  happi- 
ness, as  many  more  do  among  your  friends  here.  Her 
number  of  children  is  three,  two  girls  and  a  boy, 
who,  thank  God,  seem  promising. 

My  lord  Shelbume,  who  is  just  come  to  town  for 
two  or  three  days,  desires  his  sincere  compliments 
to  you,  invites  you  next  June  to  an  empty  town- 
house,  and  wishes  that  accommodation  of  removing 
you  from  the  inconveniences  of  a  lodging  may  tempt 
you  to  a  change  of  air,  and  to  come  among  your 
friends.  I  wish  I  could  tempt  you  to  come  hither, 
as  I  long  to  have  the  pleasure  of  assuring  you  in 
person  how  sincerely  I  am,  sir,  your  ever  obliged 
and  most  faithful  humble  servant,  H.  Pbatt. 


PROM  WILUAM  PULTENEY,  ESQ. 

London,  AprU  89.  1736. 
Sir, — I  am  obliged  to  you  for  your  letter  by  0r. 
Stopford,  to  which  I  am  sorry  I  can  so  soon,  by  him, 
return  you  an  answer.  I  have  scarce  had  any  op- 
portunity of  seeing  him.  One  day,  believing  we 
should  have  had  no  business  in  parliament,  I  de- 
sired him  to  dine  with  me  ;  but  unluckily  a  debate 
arose,  which  kept  us  till  nine  at  night  before  we  sat 
down  to  dinner.  We  have  had  a  very  fatiguing 
session,  more  from  the  severe  attendance  on  elections 
than  any  other  public  business.  The  ministers  have 
been  defeated  in  their  expectation  of  weeding  the 
house ;  and  upon  the  whole  we  stand  stronger  in 
numbers  than  we  did  at  first  setting  out. 

I  have  sent  you  the  copy  of  a  bill  now  depend- 
ing in  our  house  *'  for  the  encouragement  of  learn- 
ing," as  the  title  bears ;  but  I  think  it  is  rather  of 
advantage  to  booksellers  than  authors.  Whether  it 
will  pass  or  not  this  session  I  cannot  say ;  but  if  it 
•hottld  not,  I  should  be  glad  of  your  thoughts  upon 
it  against  another  session.  It  seems  to  me  to  be  ex- 
tremely imperfect  at  present.  I  hope  you  have  many 
more  writings  to  oblige  the  world  with  than  those 
which  have  been  so  scandalously  stolen  from  you. 
And  when  a  bill  of  this  nature  passes  in  England 
(as  I  hope  it  will  next,  year),  you  may  then  secure 
the  property  to  any  friend  or  any  charitable  uae 
you  itimk  fit. 

I  thank  you  for  the  many  kind  expressions  of 
friendship  in  your  letter.  If  my  public  conduct  has 
recommended  me  to  your  esteem,  I  am  extremely 
proud  of  the  reward,  and  value  it  more  than  those 
do  who  attain  foolish  ribbons,  or  foolish  titles,  viUa 
iervituHt  pramia.*'  Pray  therefore  continue  me 
your  friendship,  and  believe  me,  with  the  greatest 
sincerity  and  regard,  dear  sir,  your  most  humble  and 
obedient  servant,  W.  Pultbney. 

•  This  wu  before  he  attained  the  title  of  earl  of  Bath. 


Lord  Bolingbroke  is  going  to  France  with  loid 
Berkeley,  but  I  believe  will  return  sgun  in » 
few  months. 

I  will  take  a  proper  opportunity  of  recommendlDg 
Dr.  Stopfoni  to  the  duke  of  Dorset ;  but  I  think 
it  is  not  yet  quite  certain  that  he  will  coDtii»e 
lord-lieutenant.  I  mean  that  if  he  perccim 
that  he  is  to  be  turned  out  soon  after  his  reton 
from  Ireland,  possibly  he  may  desire  not  to  go. 


TO  LADY  BETTY  GERMAIN. 

May  5.  ITS. 
Mjldam, — I  find  your  ladyship  seems  not  very  mttefc 
pleased  with  your  ofiBce  of  secretary,  which,  binr. 
ever,  you  must  be  obliged  to  hold  during  the  doke'i 
government,  if  I  happen  to  outlive  it,  wbdch  for  you 
comfort,  considering  my  health,  is  not  very  likrif. 
I  hsve  not  been  a  troublesome  petitioner  to  lui 
grace,  and  intend  to  be  less  ;  and,  as  I  have  slviii 
done,  will  principally  consider  my  lord  duke't 
honour.  I  have  very  few  friends  in  irant  I  bste 
kindred  enou^,  but  not  a  grain  of  merit  vaott 
them,  except  one  female,  who  is  the  only  coqbb  I 
suffer  to  see  me.  When  I  had  credit  for  some  yix* 
at  court  I  provided  for  above  fifty  people  in  bath 
kingdoms,  of  which  not  one  was  a  relation.  I  bs^ 
neither  followers,  nor  fosterers,  nor  dependm.  ic 
that  if  I  lived  now  among  the  great  they  might  be 
sure  I  would  never  be  a  solicitor  out  of  any  icgml 
but  merit  and  virtue ;  and  in  that  case  I  vmM 
reckon  I  was  doing  them  the  best  service  in  wj 
power ;  and  if  they  were  good  fr>r  anything  1  wool' 
expect  their  thanks ;  for  they  want  nothing  so  mJiA 
as  an  honest,  Judicious  recommeuder,  which,  in  pa- 
feet  modesty,  I  take  myself  to  be.  Dr.  Sheridsso 
gone  to  his  school  in  the  country,  and  was  onl;  ^ 
layed  so  long  on  account  of  some  very  mmeceswy 
forms  contrived  by  his  grace's  most  cautious  ^ 
putien. 

My  letter  is  but  Just  begun  ;    the  laiger  half  r^ 
mains  ^  and  your  ladyship  is  to  make  a  fresh  tsr 
of  your  secretary's  employment.     The  counter  tf 
Kerry,  my  long  friend  and  mistress,  commanded  m* 
to  attend  her  yesterday :  she  told  me  that  Mr.  Decriv. 
late  deputy-clerk  of  the  council,  being  dead,  she  bsd 
thoughts  of  soliciting  the  same  office  for  her  ywoft 
son,  Mr.  John  Fitsmaurice.     Her  eldest  sob,  M 
Fitsmaurice,  has  for  some  years  been  plagued  «ii^ 
a  wife  and  no  wife.^     The  case  has  been  tiied  is 
both  kingdoms,  and  he  stands  excommunicstei  ^ 
forced  to  live  abroad,  which  is  a  very  great  aa^ 
tune  to  the  earl  of  Kerry  and  his  Isidy ;  snd  tbey 
have  nothing  left  to  comfort  them  but  their  yoongv 
son,  who  has  lately  married  rery  honestly  sod  indif* 
putably.     He  b  a  young  gentleman  of  greet  regu- 
larity, very  well  educated,  but  has  no  cmptoToefit; 
therefore   his  parents  would  be  very  desinw  be 
should  hare  one,  and  this,  of  depoty-deri  ^^ 
council  here,  would  be  a  very  proper  introdixtiocff 
business.     It  is  understood  here  that  the  pnicbi* 
of  the  deputy-clerk's  office  is  the  usual  perqnifl^^' 
the  chief  clerk,  with  the  consent  of  tiie  chief  t^ 
Temor,  with  which  my  lord  and  lady  Kerry  vuti 
very  readily  and  thankfully  fall  in.    And  ss  the  «tf^ 
of  Kerry's  is  one  of  the  most  ancient  aad  Bob.r 
families  of  the  kingdom,  his  younger,  and  only  ^ 
of  which  he  has  any  hopes,  might  well  preteod  ts 
succeed  in  so  small  an  office,  upon  an  tqval  ^ 
with  any  other  person.    I  own  this  proposal  <^8>^ 
is  more  suitable  to  the  corruption  of  the  times  tbc 
to  my  own  speculative  notions  of  virtue;  but  1 
•  This  is  ludieioaaly  said,  aa  baing  *  tonmtm  blndsiaf  a* 

prescion  of  tha  Jriab.  , 

^  The  greskt-grandfather  of  the  present  majrqttis  of  Laaav** 
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molt  give  loine  tUofrance  to 
mankind,  aud  the  paasion  I 
Keriy,  dEc. 

D.  never  writee  to  me.  No 
Tinea  Taialderahla;  and  when 
the  aame  thing  with  Beihy  and 
of  dinnen  and  dignitiea  he  haa; 
conilnna  it  to  ali  memben  in  an 
brandjr*  


the  d<yeneracy  of 
hare    to  my  lady 

man  alive  can  con- 
we  come  next  it  ia 
Barnard.  Plurality 
and  ao  Mandragoraa 

episode  of  aage  and 


FBOM  MRS.  DONNBLLAN. 

May  10, 1715. 
Sib, — I  should  hefore  this  have  returned  you  thanks 
lor  the  faTOur  of  your  letter,  but  that  I  feared  too 
quick  a  correspondence  might  be  troublesome  to 
you.  When  1  receire  a  rery  great  honour  and  fa- 
vour, I  think  it  ungeneroua  immediately  to  sue  for 
another,  though  I  hare  the  highest  sense  of  the 
obligation. 

You  say  you  want  me  to  assert  your  right  over 

our  sex  ;  and  your  letter  is  so  powerful  a  bribe  that 

I  fear  I  shall  give  them  up  to  you,  though  I  am  a 

great  aaserter  of  their  rights  and  privileges.    As  to 

the  employments  you  assign  me  I  readily  undertake 

them  all,  though  I  know  myself  very  unfit  for  some 

of  them ;  but  1  have  such  high  examples  on  my  side, 

that  I  am  not  at  all  ashamed  of  pretending  to  more 

thmn  I  can  do.    I  think  I  can  be  a  very  good  nurse ; 

yoa  shall  teach  me  to  be  your  companion ;  and,  for 

a  bouaekeeper,  I  will  aasure  you  I  know  to  a  fiir- 

thing  the  lowest  price  of  everything,  though  I  am 

ever  so  ignorant  of  the  matter. 

Mra.  Pendarves  haa,  as  you  say,  forsaken  us ;  by  my 
lord  Lansdowne*s  death,  her  brother,  Mr.  Granville, 
ia  become  possessed  of  800/.  a-year,  ai^d  20,000/.  in 
money,  which  was  so  settled  that  my  lord  Lansdown 
could  not  touch  it.  -  Mr.  Granville  is  a  man  of  great 
worth,  and  a  rery  kind  brother,  and  has  it  now  in 
bis  power  to  provide  for  their  sister,  Miss  Granville, 
wbom  Mrs.  Pendarves  is  extremely  fond  of:  this 
you  may  imagine  hia  been  a  cordisi  to  her  for  lord 
X^anadowne's  death,  though  she  had  a  great  regard  for 
bim.  I  tell  her  when  she  has  married  and  settled 
ber  brother  and  sister,  if  she  does  not  settle  hersell^ 
•he  must  think  of  her  friends  in  Ireland ;  and  she 
promiaea  roe  ahe  will. 

It  is  so  much  my  interest,  sir,  to  believe  you  sin- 
cere,  that  I  will  not  doubt  it :  I  will  rather  think 
Tou  want  Judgment  (which  is  very  bard  for  me  to 
«io),  or  why  akumld  not  I  (which  is  still  more  pleas- 
In^)  believe  I  have  really  those  good  qvalities  you 
ascribe  to  me  1  It  will  only  make  me  vain,  and  who 
ean  be  humble  when  praiaed  by  you  1 

I  think  your  indignation  against  our  abaenteia 
feiy  Just,  though  some  of  my  family  suffer  by  it ; 
but  we  are  resolved  to  be  no  longer  of  the  number, 
»nd  propose  leaving  London  thia  month.  Poor  Mia. 
Barber  haa  been  confined  with  the  gout  these  three 
snonthe,  and  I  lisar  we  shall  leave  her  ao;  her 
poema  are  generally  greatly  liked :  there  are,  indeed, 
a  few  severe  critloa  (who  think  that  judgment  ia 
only  ahovm  in  finding  faolu)  that  say  they  are  not 
poetic ;  and  a  few  fine  ladies,  who  are  not  com- 
mended in  them,  that  complain  they  are  dull. 

I  am  very  aory  Dr.  Delany  has  given  up  his 
booae  in  Dublin ;  for  one  cannot,  aa  often  aa  one 
nay  wiah  it,  command  time  and  a  coach  to  viait  him 
U  DelTille.  I  hope  though  to  be  admitted  into  the 
Be^r  apartment,  and  to  have  the  happiness  of  meet- 
nf^'  you  there. 

My  brother  is  highly  honoured  in  the  character 
roti  giTe  him,  which,  though  he  ia  my  brother,  I 
iiuet  aay  I  think  a  very  Just  one:  he  will  deliver 
roa  this  letter,  and  with  it  my  best  thanka  for  all 


your  fevours ;  being,  air,  with  the  highest  gratitndet 
your  moat  obliged  obedient  servant, 

H.   DOMMBLLAM. 

My  best  respects  attend  Dr.  Delany  and  Dr. 

Helsham. 

TO  MR.  POPE. 

May  II,  17». 

YoDB  letter  waa  aent  me  yeaterday  by  Mr.  Stopford 
[ailerwarda  biahop  of  Cloyne],  who  landed  the  aame 
day,  but  I  have  not  yet  aeen  him.  As  to  my  silence, 
God  knows  it  is  my  great  misfortune.  My  little 
domestie  ailkirs  are  in  great  confusion  by  the  villaay 
of  agents  and  the  misses  of  this  kingdom,  where 
there  is  no  money  to  be  had ;  nor  am  1  unconcerned 
to  see  all  thinga  tending  towarda  abaolute  power  in 
both  nationa  (it  ia  here  in  perfection  already),  al- 
though I  ahall  not  live  to  aee  it  eatobUahed.  Thia 
condiUon  of  things,  both  pvbUe  and  penonal  to  my- 
aelf,  haa  given  me  auch  a  kind  of  deapondeocy  that 
I  am  almost  unqualified  for  any  company,  diversion, 
or  amusement.  The  death  of  Mr.  Gay  and  the 
doctor  have  been  terrible  wounds  near  my  heart 
Their  living  would  have  been  a  great  comfort  to  me, 
although  I  should  never  have  aeen  them ;  like  a  aum 
of  money  in  a  bank,  from  which  I  ahould  receive  at 
leaat  annual  interest,  aa  I  do  Arom  yon,  and  have 
done  from  my  lord  Bolingbroke.  To  ahow  in  how 
much  ignorance  I  live,  it  is  hardly  a  fortnight  aince 
I  heard  of  the  death  of  my  lady  M aaham,  my  con- 
stant friend  in  all  changes  of  times.  God  forbid 
that  I  should  expect  you  to  make  a  voyage  that 
would  in  the  least  affect  your  health ;  but  in  the 
mean  time  how  unhappy  am  I  that  my  best  friend 
should  have  perhaps  the  only  kind  of  diaorder  for 
which  a  sea-voyage  is  not  in  some  degree  a  remedy! 
The  old  duke  of  Ormond  said  he  would  not  change 
his  dead  son  (Ossor}')  for  the  best  living  son  in  Eu- 
rope.  Neither  would  I  change  you,  my  absent 
friend,  for  the  best  present  friend  round  the  globe. 

I  have  lately  read  a  book  imputed  to  lord  BoUngw 
broke,  called  •«  A  Dissertation  upon  Partiea.*'*  I 
think  it  very  masterly  written. 

Pray  God  reward  you  for  your  kind  prayera :  I 
believe  your  prayera  will  do  me  more  good  than 
those  of  all  the  preUrea  in  both  kingdoma,  or  any 
prelates  in  Europe,  except  the  bishop  of  Maraeillea. 
And  God  preserve  you  for  contributing  more  to 
mend  the  world  than  the  whole  pack  of  (modem) 
panons  in  a  lump.    I  am  ever  entirely  youra, 

JoMATHAM  Swift. 

TO  WILLIAM  PULTBNEY,  ESQ. 

Dablia,  M«y  U.  173ft. 
Siiu—Mr.  Stopford  landed  yesterday,  and  aent  me 
the  letter  which  you  were  pleased  to  honour  me 
with.  I  have  not  yet  seen  him,  for  he  called  when 
I  waa  not  at  home.  The  reason  why  I  ventured  to 
recommend  him  to  your  protection  waa  your  being 
hia  old  patron,  to  whom  he  is  obliged  for  all  the  pre- 
ferment he  got  in  the  church.  He  is  one  of  the 
most  deserving  gentlemen  in  the  country,  and  has  a 
tolerable  provision,  much  more  than  persons  of  so 
much  merit  can  in  these  times  pretend  to,  in  either 

•  Thebwt.  p«rhsiMi.  of  aU  BoWmVroke't  ^'ks:  vHttea 
with  grfl  ffom  of  rMtoning.  .nd  fai  •  ityl*  equally  •piritod  and 
elrnot  Od«  oflh*  •everait  attacks  aver  made  on  tir  llobpit 
WalpoU  waa  the  dMileatioo  prcAzed  to  thia  DiMartatioo,  whaa 


the  papera  that  bad  bam  flrii  »  paralely  priBled  ia  tha  **  CimAa- 
ik^w«r«  collfvlal  iato  one  \oiaiaa  ocUto.    A<4er  th«  many 


thian  that  have  been  mU  for  and  against  hia  k)nff  minlitry. 
hU  want  of  ftkUl  and  knowledge  In  eondocting  ftirelgo  aftiiia 
waa  miiet  frequeutly  repealed.  In  a  letter  wnlt«»  In  W  tha 
king  of  Praaua  aAmt  exprmly.  that  Walpole  vMdto  ny,  *«  I 
leave  Eniope  to ny  brsthcr.  a«d  lasrrvD  only  Bsgland  toay 
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kingdom.  I  lore  the  duke  of  Dorset  yenr  well, 
haTing  known  him  from  hit  youth,  and  he  his 
treated  me  with  great  ciyility  since  he  came  into 
tiiis  government  It  is  true  his  original  principles, 
as  well  as  his  instructions  from  your  side  the  water, 
make  him  act  the  usual  part  in  managing  this  na- 
tion, for  which  he  must  be  excused ;  yet  I  wish  he 
would  a  little  more  consider  that  people  here  might 
hate  some  small  share  in  employments  ciyii  and 
ecclesiastic,  wherein  my  lord  Carteret  acted  a  more 
popular  part  The  folks  here,  whom  they  call  a 
parliament,  will  imitate  yours  in  eTerrthing,  after 
the  same  manner  as  a  monkey  does  a  human  crea^ 
ture.  If  my  health  were  not  so  bad,  although  my 
years  be  many,  I  fear  I  might  outlire  liberty  in 
England.  It  has  continued  longer  than  in  any  other 
monarchy,  and  must  end  aa  aU  others  have  done 
which  were  established  by  the  Goths,  and  is  now 
filing  in  the  same  manner  that  the  rest  have  done. 
It  is  very  natural  for  every  king  to  desire  unlimited 
power ;  it  is  as  proper  an  object  to  their  appetites 
as  a  wench  to  an  abandoned  young  fellow,  or  wine 
to  a  drunkard.  But  what  pussies  me  is,  to  know 
how  a  man  of  birth,  title,  and  fortune  can  find  his 
aecount  in  making  himself  and  his  posterity  slaves. 
They  are  paid  for  it;  the  court  will  restore  what 
their  luxury  has  destroyed ;  I  have  nothing  to  ob- 
ject. But  let  me  suppose  a  chief  minister,  from  a 
scanty  fortune  almost  eaten  up  vrith  debts,  acquiring 
hy  all  methods  a  monstrous  overgrown  estate,  why 
he  will  still  go  on  to  endeavour  making  his  master 
absolute,  and  thereby  in  the  power  of  seising  all  his 
possessions  at  his  pleasure,  and  lianging  or  banish- 
ing him  into  the  baigain.  Therefore,  if  I  were  such 
a  minister,  I  would  act  like  a  prudent  gamester, 
and  cut,  as  the  sharper  calls  it,  before  luck  began  to 
change.  What  if  such  a  minister,  when  he  had  got 
two  or  three  millions,  would  pretend  conviction, 
seem  to  dread  attempts  upon  liberty,  and  bring  over 
all  his  forces  to  the  country-side  1  As  to  the  lust  of 
absolute  power,  I  despair  it  can  ever  be  cooled,  un- 
less princes  hsid  capacity  to  read  the  history  of  the 
Roman  emperors,  how  many  of  them  were  murdered 
by  their  own  army ;  and  the  same  may  be  said  of 
the  Ottomans  by  their  Janissaries ;  and  many  other 
examples  are  easy  to  be  found.  If  I  were  such  a 
minister  I  would  go  further,  and  endeavour  to  be 
king  myself.  Such  feats  have  happened  among  the 
petty  tyrants  of  old  Greece,  and  the  wont  that 
happened  vras  only  their  being  murdered  for  their 
pidns. 

I  believe  in  my  conscience  that  you  have  some 
mercenary  end  in  all  your  endeavours  to  preserve 
the  liberty  of  your  country  at  the  expense  of  your 
quiet,  and  of  making  all  the  villains  in  England  your 
enemies.  For  you  stand  almost  alone,  and  therefore 
are  sure,  if  you  succeed,  to  engross  the  whole  glory 
of  recovering  a  desperate  constitution,  given  over  by 
all  its  other  physicians.  May  God  work  a  miracle 
by  changing  the  hearts  of  an  abandoned  people, 
whose  hearts  are  waxen  gross,  whose  ears  are  dull 
of  hearing,  and  whose  eyes  have  been  closed ;  and 
may  he  continue  you  as  his  chief  instrument  by 
whom  this  miracle  is  to  be  wrought. 

I  send  this  letter  in  a  packet  to  Mr.  Pope,  and  by 
a  private  hand.  I  pray  God  protect  you  against  all 
your  enemies ;  I  mean  those  of  your  country,  for 
you  can  have  no  other ;  and  as  you  will  never  be 
weary  of  well-doing,  so  may  God  give  you  long  life 
and  health  the  better  to  support  you. 

You  are  pleased  to  mention  some  volumes  of  what 
are  called  my  works.  I  have  looked  on  them  very 
little.  It  is  a  great  mortification  to  me,  although  I 
should  not  have  been  dissatisfied  if  suob  a  thing  had 


been  done  in  England  by  booksellers  agreeing  amonf 
themselves.  I  never  got  a  farthini;  by  anything  I 
writ,  except  one  about  eight  years  ago,  and  thai  ww 
by  Mr.  Pope  s  prudent  management  for  me.  Here 
the  printers  and  bookaellera  have  do  propeity  in 
their  copies.  The  printer  [Mr.  George  Fanlkiwr) 
applied  to  my  friends,  and  got  many  thinga  froa 
England.  The  man  was  civil  and  hnmUc,  bat  I 
had  no  dealings  with  him,  and  therefore  he  eon- 
suited  some  friends,  who  were  readier  to  direct  him 
than  I  desired  they  should.  1  aaw  one  poem  oe 
you  and  a  great  minister,  and  was  not  aorry  to  find 
it  there. 

I  fear  you  are  tired ;  I  cannot  help  it ;  nor  could 
avoid  the  convenience  of  writing  when  I  might  b* 
in  no  danger  of  post  officers.  I  am,  str^  with  the 
truest  respect  and  esteem,  your  most  obc^dient  sad 
obliged  humble  servant,  Jomathak  Swirr. 

I  desire  to  present  my  most  humble  respects  to 
Mrs.  Pulteney. 


FBOtf  MRS.  PBNDARVES. 

May  la.  ins. 
Six, — ^You  have  never  yet  put  it  in  my  powrr  tc 
accuse  you  of  want  of  civility ;  for  since  ray  ar^ 
quaintance  with  you,  you  hare  alvraya  paid  me  more 
than  I  expected;  but  I  may  sometimes  tax  yon  wirb 
want  of  kindness,  which,  to  tell  you  the  truth,  I 
did  for  a  month  at  least.  At  last  I  was  infanned 
your  not  writing  to  me  was  occasioned  by  your  31 
state  of  health ;  that  changed  my  discontent,  but  did 
not  lessen  it ;  and  I  have  not  }'et  quite  determined  h 
in  my  mind  whether  I  would  have  yon  wU^  or  neg- 
ligent of  me ;  they  are  both  great  evils,  and  hard  to 
choose  out  of;  I  heartily  wiStt  neither  mmy  bappec 
Ton  call  yourself  by  a  great  many  ugly  naokes,  which 
I  take  ill ;  for  I  never  could  bear  to  hear  a  peme  I 
value  abused.  I,  for  that  reason,  must  desire  you  to 
be  more  upon  your  guard  when  you  speak  of  yoor- 
self  again :  I  much  easier  forgive  your  calling  bm 
knave  and  fool.  I  am  infinitely  obliged  to  you  far 
the  concern  you  express  for  the  wnkness  of  taj 
eyes ;  th^  are  now  very  welL  I  have  had  a  mracti 
greater  affliction  on  my  spirits,  whidi  prerented  my 
writing  sooner  to  you.  My  sister  (the  only  one  I 
have,  and  an  extraordinary  darling)  has  been  et- 
tremely  indisposed  this  whole  winter.  I  have  had 
all  the  anxie^  imaginable  on  her  aoeoont ;  but  cbe 
is  now  in  a  better  way,  and  I  hope  past  aU  danfw. 
I  would  rather  tell  you  somewhat  that  la  pleaaut; 
but  how  can  II  I  am  Just  going  to  lose  Mrs.  Dod- 
nellan,  and  that  is  enough  to  damp  the  Uvettni 
imagination ;  it  is  not  easy  to  express  what  one  frcte 
on  such  an  occasion ;  the  loss  of  an  agreeable,  scnsbbw 
useful  companion,  gives  a  pain  at  the  heart  not  to  be 
described.  Ton  happy  Hibernians,  that  are  to  reap 
the  benefit  of  my  distress,  vrill  hardly  think  of  Mar- 
thing  but  your  own  Joy,  and  not  afford  m.e  one  grais 
of  pity.  Thus  things  are  carried  in  this  world,  thi 
rich  forget  the  poor.  I  am  sorry  the  •^M^Mft  Thar*- 
days,  that  used  to  bring  together  so  many  agreraUr 
friends  at  Dr.  Delany's,  are  broke  up :  though  Del- 
ville  has  its  beauties,  it  is  more  out  of  the  way  tbsa 
Stafibrd-street.  I  believe  you  have  bad  a  qwt 
winter  in  Dublin ;  not  so  has  it  been  with  n»  la 
London.  Hurry,  wrangling,  extravagance,  sad 
matrimony  have  reigned  wiUi  great  impetuMHr. 
The  newspapers,  I  suppose,  have  mentioned  t^ 
number  of  great  fortunes  that  are  going  to  b« 
married.  Our  operaa  have  given  much  cause  of  d*- 
sension.  Men  and  women  have  been  deeply  en- 
gaged ;  and  no  debate  in  the  house  of  eommons  bsi 
been  uiged  with  more  warmth :   the  dispute  of  t^« 
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merits  of  the  compoten  and  tlngen  it  cmrried  to  to 
^at  a  height  that  it  ia  much  feared  by  all  true  lorera 
}(  music  that  operai  will  be  quite  OTertumed.  I 
>wii  I  thiidL  we  make  a  very  silly  figure  about  it.  I 
im  obliged  to  you  for  the  two  Latin  lines  in  your 
Mi  letter :  it  gare  me  a  lair  pretence  of  showing  the 
etter  to  have  them  explained ;  and  I  hare  gained  no 
imall  honour  bv  that  I  hope,  sir,  though  you 
hremten  me  with  not  writine,  that  you  will 
hange  your  mind :  the  season  of  the  year  will  give 
ou  spirits,  and  I  shall  be  glad  to  share  the  good 
ffecto  of  them.  I  am,  sir,  your  most  obliged  humble 
errant,    -  M.  PsHDAtTts. 

Then  you  see  Mn.  Donnellan  she  will  entertain 
you  with  a  second  edition  of  Fauset,  too  tedious 
for  a  letter.  I  have  made  a  thousand  blunders 
which  I  am  ashamed  of. 


7B01I  LADY  BBTTY  BROWNLOWE 

BUy  10, 1715. 
iR,— I  bare  the  honour  to  send  you  the  enclosed 
!tter  and  the  cover  as  it  came  to  Mr.  Brown- 
>we.  I  hope  your  firugal  correspondent  haa  not,  at 
our  expense,  ineunred  the  proverb  of  being  penny- 
rise,  Ac,  and  thereby  occasioned  your  being  a  suif- 
!rer  by  any  delay  of  business.  I  should  beg  pardon 
»r  not  having  obeyed  your  commands  in  writing 
Mner,  but  that  I  am  the  only  sufferer  bv  it,  by  being 
eprived  of  the  satisfaction  of  bearing  of  your  health, 
'he  extreme  oold  weather  we  have  had  this  month 
u  made  the  country  much  less  agreeable  than  usual 
I  this  time  of  the  year ;  but  this  having  been  a  fine 
lorning  I  have  been  amused  very  much  to  my  satis- 
iction,  with  laying  out  what  I  think  a  very  pretty 
etign  in  my  garden.  I  like  my  gardener  mightily, 
nd  found  everything  in  his  care  in  perfect  good  order; 
ut  the  coldness  of  the  season  makes  everything 
ery  backward :  the  cucumbers  are  not  larger  than 
herkins.  I  beg,  if  you  honour  me  with  a  line,  you 
rill  let  me  know  how  both  Udy  Acheson  and  Mrs. 
Lcheson  do,  for  I  have  a  sincere  concern  fur  both  their 
relfares.  Wa  go  next  week  to  make  a  visit  to  our 
riends  at  Seaford,  where  we  propose  steying  about  a 
>rtnight.  I  heard  yesterday  vou  had  thoughts  of 
oing  to  Cashel :  if  it  were  possible  for  me  to  have  the 
appiness  to  be  present  at  yours  and  the  archbishop's 
onvenation,  I  am  certain  I  should  retrieve  my 
baracter,  and  that  you  would  allow  me  to  be  a  good 
stener,  which,  through  other  people's  faults,  you 

0  not  know ;  for  I  assure  you  I  have  too  great  a 
Mire  to  be  informed  and  improved  to  occasion  any 
iterniption  in  your  conversation,  except  when  I 
nd  you  purposely  let  yourself  down  to  such  capaci- 
es  as  mine,  with  an  intention,  as  I  suppose,  to  give 

1  the  pleasure  of  babbling.  Mr.  Brownlowe  desires 
ou  will  accept  of  his  compliments ;  and  I  am  sir,  with 
rest  respect,  your  truly  affectionate  and  obedient 
smble  servant*  Elixabbth  Beowmlowb. 


FROM  lADY  BBTTY  OBRMAIN. 

May  17, 1735. 
r  IS  true  enough,  my  love  to  business  is  not  great, 
ithottt  my  capacity  was  better ;  but,  however,  vou 
lould  have  had  a  quicker  answer  to  your  letter,  but 
>at  I  find  Mr.  Fitsmaurice  has  already  made  appli- 
lUon  by  several  other  hands,  and  so  have  many 
tembers  of  parliament  The  answer  given  to  them 
1  has  been,  that  it  will  not  yet  be  disposed  of;  and 
ly  opinion  is,  that  probably  when  lord  George 
ukville  comes  over  he  will  humbly  desire  his  fa- 
ler,  or  whoever  is  chief  governor,  that  he  may,  with- 
it  any  political  view,  have  the  disposal  of  it  hin^self, 
I  it  u  his  own  private  concern. 


I  did  not  know  lady  Kerry  had  the  honour  of 
being  your  mistress  and  favourite :  however,  I  approve 
of  your  taste.  For  many  years,  or  ratlier  an  age  ago, 
she  and  I  were  very  vrell  aoquainted,  and  I  thought 
her  a  mighty  sensible,  agreeable  woman;  so  upon 
that  account,  as  well  as  yours,  I  should  be  very  glad 
to  be  serviceable  to  her  in  anything  in  my  power. 

Now  I  have  given  you  what  answer  I  can  on  this 
subject,  I  must  recommend  to  yon  an  aflkir  which 
has  given  me  some  small  palpitations  of  the  heart, 
whidi  is,  that  you  should  not  wrap  up  old  shoes  or 
neglected  sermons  in  my  letters ;  but  timt  what  of 
them  have  been  spared  from  gohig  toward  ">*fc>*»g 
gin  for  the  ladies,  may  hencefmh  be  committed  in- 
stantly to  the  flames :  for,  vou  being  stigmatised  with 
the  name  of  a  wit,  Mr.  Cunl  will  rake  to  the  dunghill 
for  your  eoirespondence.  And,  as  to  my  part,  1  am 
satisfied  with  having  been  honoured  in  print,  by  your 
amorous,  satirical,  usd  gallant  letters.* 

The  summer  has  done  your  old  friend  Mrs.  Floyd 
a  great  deal  of  service.  As  for  my  saucy  niece,  I 
would  advise  yon  both  to  be  better  acquainted  before 
you  fall  foul  of  one  another.  The  duchess  of  Dor- 
set is  still  at  Bath,  and  the  waters  have  done  her  good. 
The  duke  is  now  confined  by  a  fit  of  the  gout,  which, 
I  believe,  is  very  well  for  him,  because  J  doubt  he 
had  a  little  of  it  in  his  stomach.  Adieu,  Sk. 

FROM  TBB  ABCHBISHOP  OF  GA8HBLL. 

CadieU.  BUy  51, 1755. 
Dear  Sir^ — I  have  been  so  unfortunate  in  all  my  con- 
tests  of  late,  that  I  am  resolved  to  have  no  more, 
especially  where  1  am  likely  to  be  overmatched; 
and  as  I  have  some  reason  to  hope  what  is  past  will 
be  forgotten,  I  confess  I  did  endeavour  in  my  last  to 
put  the  best  colour  I  could  think  of  upon  a  very  bad 
cause.  My  friends  Judge  right  of  my  idleness,  but, 
in  reality,  it  has  hitherto  proceeded  fit>m  a  hurry  and 
confusion,  arising  from  a  thousand  unlucky  unfore- 
seen accidents,  rather  than  mere  sloth. 

I  have  but  one  troubleeome  aAir  now  upon  my 
hands,  which,  by  the  help  of  the  prime  seijeant,  I 
hope  soon  to  get  rid  of;  and  then  you  shall  see  me  a 
true  Irish  bishop.  Sir  James  Ware  has  made  a  very 
useful  collection  of  the  memorable  actions  of  all  my 
predecessors.  He  tells  us,  they  were  bom  in  such  a 
town  of  England  or  Ireland ;  were  consecrated  such 
a  year,  and  if  not  translated,  were  buried  in  their 
cathedral  church,  either  on  the  north  or  south  side. 
Whence  I  conclude,  that  a  good  bishop  has  nothing 
more  to  do  than  to  eat,  drink,  grow  fiat,  rich,  and  die ; 
which  Uudable  example  I  propoee  for  the  remainder 
of  my  life  to  follow ;  for  to  tell  you  the  truth,  1  have 
for  these  four  or  five  years  past  met  with  so  much 
treachery,  baseness,  and  ingratitude  among  man- 
kind, that  I  can  hardly  think  it  incumbent  upon 
any  man  to  endeavour  to  do  good  to  so  perverse  a 
generation. 

I  am  truly  concerned  at  the  aceount  vou  give  me 
of  your  health.  Without  doubt  a  southern  ramble 
wiU  prove  the  best  remedy  you  can  take  to  recover 
your  fiesh ;  and  I  do  not  know,  except  in  one  stage, 
where  you  can  choose  a  road  so  suited  to  your  cir- 
cumstances as  from  Dublin  hither.  You  have  to 
Kilkenny  a  turnpike,  and  good  inns  at  every  ten  or 
twelve  miles  end.  From  Kilkenny  hither  is  twenty 
long  miles,  bad  road,  and  no  inn  at  all :  but  I  have 
an  expedient  for  you.  At  the  foot  of  a  very  high 
hill,  Just  midway,  there  lives,  in  a  neat  thatched  cabin, 
a  parson,  who  is  not  poor :  his  wife  is  allowed  to  be 
the  best  little  woman  in  the  world.  Her  chickens 
are  the  fattest  and  her  ale  the  best  in  all  the  country. 

•  See  a  letter  from  Ud>  Betty  Germain,  dated  July  15. 1755. 
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Besides,  the  parson  has  a  little  cellar  of  his  own, 
of  which  he  keeps  the  key,  where  he  always  has  a 
hogshead  of  the  hest  wine  that  can  he  got,  in  hottles 
well  corked,  upon  their  side  ;  and  he  cleans  and  pulls 
out  the  cork  better,  I  think«  than  Robin.  Here  I  de- 
sign to  meet  you  with  a  coach :  if  you  be  tired,  yon 
shall  stay  all  night ;  if  not,  after  dinner,  we  will  set 
out  about  four,  and  be  at  Cashell  by  nine ;  and  by 
going  through  fields  and  by-ways,  which  the 
parson  will  show  us,  we  shall  escape  all  the  rocky 
and  stony  roads  that  lie  between  this  place  and  that, 
which  are  certainly  very  bad.  I  hope  you  will  be  so 
kind  as  to  let  me  know,  a  post  or  two  before  you  set 
out,  the  very  day  you  will  be  at  Kilkenny,  that  I  may 
hare  all  things  prepared  for  you.  It  may  be,  if  you 
ask  him,  Cope  will  come :  he  will  do  nothing  for  me. 
Therefore,  depending  upon  your  positive  promise,  I 
shall  add  no  more  arguments  to  persuade  you.  And 
am,  with  the  greatest  truth,  your  most  faithful  and 
obedient  humble  servant,  Theo.  Cashsll. 


TO  THE  REV.  MR.  JOHN  TOWERS, 
Prebendary  of  St.  Fktrick'i,  at  Powencouit.  near  Bray. 
Sib, — I  cannot  imagine  what  business  it  is  that  so 
entirely  employs  you.  I  am  sure  it  is  not  to  gain 
money,  but  to  spend  it ;  perhaps  it  is  to  new  cast 
and  contrive  your  house  and  gardens  at  400/.  more 
expense.  I  am  sorry  it  should  cost  you  twopence  to 
have  an  account  of  my  health,  which  is  not  worth  a 
penny ;  yet  I  struggle,  and  ride,  and  walk,  and  am 
temperate,  and  drink  wine  on  purpose  to  delay,  or 
make  abortive,  those  schemes  proposed  for  a  succes- 
sor ;  and  if  I  were  well  I  would  counterfeit  myself 
sick,  as  Toby  Matthews,  archbishop  of  York,  used 
to  do  when  all  the  bishops  were  gaping  to  succeed 
him.  It  is  one  good  sign  that  giddiness  is  peculiar 
to  youth,  and  I  find  I  grow  giddier  as  I  grow  older, 
and,  therefore,  consequently  I  grow  younger.  If 
you  will  remove  six  miles  nearer  I  shall  be  content 
to  come  and  spunge  upon  you,  as  poor  as  you  are ; 
for  I  cannot  venture  to  be  half  a  day's  Journey  from 
Dublin,  because  there  is  no  sufficient  medium  of  fiesh 
between  my  skin  and  my  bones,  particularly  in  the 
parts  that  lie  upon  the  saddle.  Therefore,  be  pleased 
to  send  me  three  dosen  ounces  of  fiesh  before  I  at- 
tempt such  an  adventure,  or  get  me  a  six-mile  inn 
between  this  town  and  your  house.  The  cathedral 
organ  and  backside  are  painting  and  mending,  by 
which  I  have  saved  a  sermon ;  and,  as  the  rogues  of 
workmen,  go  on,  I  may  save  another. 

How,  a  wonder,  came  young  Acheson  to  be  among 
yout  I  believe  neither  his  father  nor  mother  know 
anything  of  him ;  his  mother  is  at  Grange  with  Mrs. 
Acheson,  her  mother,  and  I  hear  is  very  ill  of  her 
asthma  and  other  disorders,  got  by  cards,  and  lazi- 
ness, and  keeping  ill  hours.  Ten  thousand  sacksful 
of  such  knights  and  such  sons  are,  in  my  mind,  nei- 
ther worth  rearing  nor  preserving.  I  count  upon  it 
that  the  boy  is  good  for  nothing.  I  am,  sir,  with 
great  truth,  your  obedient  humble  servant, 

Jonathan  Swift. 


TO  LADY  BETTY  GERMAIN. 

Jane  8,  1739. 
Madam, — I  trouble  you  sooner  than  usual  in  acknow- 
ledging your  letter  of  May  27th,  because  there  are 
some  passages  in  it  that  seem  to  require  a  quick  an- 
swer If  I  forgot  the  date  of  mine,  you  must  impute, 
it  to  my  ill  head ;  and  if  I  live  two  years  longer  I  shall 
first  forget  my  own  name  and  last  your  ladyship's. 
I  gave  my  lady  Kerry  an  account  of  what  you  said 
in  relation  to  her  son,  with  which  she  is  fully  satis- 
'd.      I  detest  the  house  of  lords  for  their  indul- 


gence to  such  a  profligate,  prostitute  villain  u  Cnril; 
but  am  at  a  loss  how  he  could  procure  any  lettm 
written  to  Mr.  Pope ;  although,  by  the  Tsnily  or  ia- 
discretion  of  correspondents,  the  rogue  migbt  bave 
picked  up  some  that  went  firom  him.  Those  leaen 
have  not  yet  been  sent  hither  ;  therefore  I  can  fern 
no  judgment  on  them.  When  I  was  leaving  Eng- 
land upon  the  queen's  death  1  burnt  all  the  letten  I 
could  find  that  I  had  received  from  ministen  for 
several  years  before.  But  as  to  the  letters  I  receWf 
from  your  ladyship,  I  neither  ever  did  nor  ererwill 
bum  any  of  them,  take  it  as  you  please  ;  for  I  new 
bum  a  letter  that  is  entertaining,  and  consequently 
will  give  me  new  pleasure  when  it  is  forgotten.  It 
is  true  I  have  kept  some  letters  merely  out  of  fnad- 
ship,  although  they  sometimes  wanted  true  ■pellicf 
and  good  sense,  and  some  othera  whose  writen  m 
dead  ;  for  I  live  like  a  monk,  and  hate  to  forget  bt 
departed  friends.  Yet  I  am  sometimes  too  nice;  far 
I  burnt  all  my  lord  •*••  's  letters  upon  rtttvm 
one  where  he  had  used  these  words  to  me, "  ill  1 
pretend  to  is  a  great  deal  of  sincerity ;"  which  ii- 
deed  was  the  chief  virtue  he  wanted.  Of  those  few 
my  lord  Halifax  1  burnt  all  but  one,  which  I  k«f 
as  a  most  admirable  original  of  court  piomises  aad 
professions.  I  confess  also  that  I  have  read  sne 
passages  in  many  of  your  letters  to  a  friend,  bot 
without  naming  you,  only  ••  that  the  writer  ww  a 
lady,**  which  had  such  marks  of  good  sense  tte 
often  the  hearers  would  not  believe  me.  And  ;« I 
never  had  a  letter  of  mine  printed,  nor  of  any  otben 
to  me. 

Your  ladyship  very  much  surprises  ae  with « 
passage  in  your  letter,  which,  however,  I  do  notinite 
least  understand ;  where  you  say  you  *»  hsTc  he« 
honoured  in  print  by  amorous,  satirical,  and  gsDiai 
letters,"  where  there  was  no  word  but  your  bare  Buse 
mentioned.  I  can  assure  you  this  is  to  ne  sltocc- 
ther  a  riddle,  and  what  I  never  heard  the  least  lylJ** 
ble  of,  and  wish  you  would  expUua  it.  No,  madio, 
I  will  never  forgive  your  insolent  niece,  wilhoot  i 
most  humble  submission  under  her  own  hands ;  vhidi 
if  she  will  not  comply  with,  I  shall  draw  up  ietten 
between  us  and  send  them  to  CnrlL 

I  will  tell  your  ladyship  a  cause  I  have  of  ««• 
plaint  against  the  duke  of  Dorset.  I  have  written  u> 
him  about  four  times  since  he  was  lieutenant ;  nj 
three  of  iny  letters  were  upon  subjects  that  concerarf 
him  much  more  than  it  did  any  friend  of  mine,  uA 
not  at  all  myself ;  but  he  was  never  plessed  to  re- 
turn me  an  answer;  which  omission  (ibr  I  diiuio 
to  call  it  contempt)  I  can  account  for  only  by  »mi 
of  the  following  reasons.  He  is  either  eatae^l 
busy  in  affairs  of  the  highest  importance ;  or  he  a  • 
duke  with  a  garter ;  or  he  is  a  lieutenant  of  ^^^^ 
or  he  is  of  a  very  ancient  noble  extraction ;  or  » o^ 
scure  a  man  as  I  am,  is  not  worth  his  remembnnet; 
or,  like  the  duke  of  Chandos,  he  is  an  utter  stnsicr 
to  me  ;  and  it  would  grieve  me  to  the  soul  to  p* 
them  together  upon  any  one  article.  The  Isat  bd^^ 
wrote  to  his  grace  was  upon  an  afiUr  rcUting  to  o» 
of  the  ftivourite  party,  and  yet  a  very  honest  geftik- 
man ;  which  last  circumstance,  with  suhmi«M»  o 
your  ladyship,  is  what  I  seldom  grant;  and  tbenj*- 
ter  desired  was  a  trifle.  The  tetter  before  thst  i«- 
ted  to  a  request  made  him  by  a  senior  ^ewtrf"^ 
university,  upon  whidi  I  was  earnestly  yn^  *" 
write  by  some  considerable  members  of  the  »»» 
body,  which  it  highly  concerned,  ss  well  asbisgnrtj 
honour ;  the  demand  being  directly  contry  to  ib^ 
statutes,  and  of  the  most  pernicious  conssquenee  » 
only  to  the  university  but  the  kingdom;  m»  JJ 
that  reason  it  is  thought  his  grace  has  <*w«»^ 
it  fall,  I  suppose  by  much  belter  causes  of  wn***^ 
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ban  mine.  1  do  aature  you*  maduD*  that  I  haTo  not 
weo  troabletome  to  my  lord  duke  in  any  particnlar ; 
ince  he  baa  been  gorernor,  my  letters  have  been  at 
aost  but  once  a-year,  and  my  personal  requeata  not 
o  many ;  nor  any  of  them  for  the  least  interest  that 
«gtrded  myself  And  although  it  be  true  that  I  do 
lot  much  approve  the  conduct  of  affitirs  in  either 
ingdom,  wherein  I  agree  with  vast  numbers  of  both 
mrties,  yet  I  have  utterly  waived  intermeddling  even 
a  this  enslaved  kingdom,  where  perhaps  1  might 
lave  some  influence  to  be  troublesome  ;  yet  I  have 
ong  quitted  all  such  thoughts,  out  of  perfect  deapair ; 
Jthough  I  haye  sometimes  wished  that  the  true  loyal 
^higs  here  might  be  a  little  more  considered  in  the 
liBpositton  of  employments,  notwithstanding  their 
usfortune  of  being  bom  on  this  side  the  channel, 
rhich  would  gain  abundance  of  hearts  both  to  the 
town  and  his  grace.  My  paper  is  so  full  that  I  have 
Mt  room  to  excuse  its  length.  I  remain  your  lady- 
liip't,  ftc.  Jonathan  Swift. 


FROM  LORD  OXFORD. 

PofM^rtiKt,  Jone  19. 17M. 
}ooo  Mr.  Dban, — I  could  not  sufi^r  Mr.  Jebb  to 
Mas  into  Ireland  without  giving  you  the  trouble  of 
eading  a  few  lines  from  your  humble  servant  to  in- 
[uir«  how  you  do,  and  to  return  you  many  thanks  for 
our  kind  remembrances  of  me  in  your  letters  to  my 
[ood  friend  Mr.  Pope.  I  am  much  concerned  for 
he  account  you  give  in  your  late  letter  to  him  of  the 
tate  of  your  own  health.  I  should  think  that  the 
-hange  of  air,  and  seeing  some  of  your  remaining 
rienda  you  have  left  in  this  island,  would  be  of  service 
0  you,  at  least  to  entertain  and  amuse  you ;  as  for 
my  other  agreeable  view,  I  cannot  pretend  to  flatter 
rou  so  far  as  that  you  must  expect  any ;  that  is  over, 
a  I  believe  you  know  very  well ;  but  as  I  know  you 

0  be  a  truly  good-natured  man,  I  hope  you  will  come 
»ver,  for  I  assure  you  it  will  be  an  infinite  satisfaction 
nd  pleasure  to  your  friends  to  embrace  you  here. 

1  this  motive  will  not  do,  I  do  not  know  what  argu- 
aent  to  make  use  of. 

I  troubled  you  last  year  with  an  account  of  the 
lit poaal  of  my  daughter ;  it  has  in  every  point  an- 
swered our  expectations  and  wishes.     I  was  in  hopes 
i  ahould  have  been  able  to  have  given  you  an  ac- 
»unt  that  my  daughter  was  safely  brought  to  bed ; 
ve  expect  it  eyery  day.    My  wife  is  pretty  well ; 
leairea  your  acceptance  of  her  humble  service ;  she 
imong  othere  would  be  yery  glad  to  see  you  here. 
tf  y  uncle,  the  auditor,  is  in  a  very  ill  state  of  health. 
I  am  afraid  be  cannot  last  yery  long ;  his  son  has 
his  spring  put  to  Westminster  school  two  sons ;  he 
^aa  three  more  and  a  daughter.  Mr.  Thomas  Harlcy 
laa  had  the  gout,  but  he  ia  better,  and  is  at  his  seat 
Q  Herefordahire.    The  duke  of  Leeds  is  returned 
VDm  his  trayels  a  fine  gentleman,  and  has  imported 
lone  of  the  fopperies  and  fooleries  of  the  countries 
)e  has  passed  through.     My  nephew  Robert  Hay 
travelled  with  the  di^e,  and  he  is  come  home  un- 
iainted,  but  much  improved ;  he  b  returned  to  Oxford 
o  follow  his  studies ;   he  designs  for  holy  orders, 
^ly  two  youngest  nephews  are  still  at  Westminster 
ichool.     Lord  Dupplin  has  not  yet  got  an  employ- 
tnent,  but  lives  upon  hopes  and  promises..  My  aieter 
ivea  in  Yorkshire  with  her  daughters,  as  well  aa  she 
^an,  considering  the  times,  &c.  «c.     Now  I  ask  your 
pardon,  dear  air,  for  saying  so  much  of  &mily  affairs ; 
t>ut  as  yon  are  a  good  man,  and  have  always  wished 
my  family  well,  1  have  ventured  to  be  thus  impeiti- 
nent  to  give  you  the  state  of  it.    Master  Pope  is 
pretty  well ;  he  is  under  persecution  from  Curll,  who 
haa  by  some  means  (wicked  ones  most  certainly)  got 
hold  of  some  of  Pope's  private  letters,  which  he  has 


printed,  and  threatens  more.    We  are  in  so  free  a 
state  that  there  is  no  remedy  against  these  evils. 

It  is  now  time  to  release  you  from  this  dull  paper ; 
but  I  roust  assure  you,  what  I  hope  you  know  already, 
that  I  am,  with  true  respect  and  esteem,  sir,  your 
most  obliged  and  most  faithful  humble  servant, 

OxromD. 

Please  to  be  so  good  as  to  make  my  compliments  to 
lord  Orrery. 

TO  DR.  SHERIDAN. 

Jane.  17S». 

I  svppoflB  you  are  now  angle  ling  with  your  tack 
ling  in  a  purr  ling  stream,  or  pad  ling  and  say  ling 
in  a  boat,  or  sad  ling  your  stum  ling  horse  with  a  sap 
ling  in  your  hands,  and  snare  ling  at  your  groom,  or 
set  ling  your  affairs,  or  tick  ling  your  cat,  or  Ut  ling 
with  your  neighbour  Price ;  not  always  toy  ling  in 
your  schooL    This  dries  ling  weather  we  in  Dub  ling 
are  glad  of  a  dump  ling,  and  bab  ling  is  our  dare  ling. 
Pray  do  not  look  as  cow  ling  at  me  when  I  come, 
but  get  a  fat  ling  for  my  dinner,  or  go  a  fow  ling  for 
fill  ling  my  bell  v.  I  hope  none  of  yourtownafolksare 
bub  ling  you.   Have  you  a  bow  ling  green  at  Cavan  t 
I  have  been  ill  of  my  old  ay  ling,  and  yet  you  see  I 
am  now  as  crib  ling.     Can  you  buy  me  an  am  ling 
nagi  I  am  bat  ling  for  health,  and  Just  craw  ling  out. 
My  breakfast  is  cut  ling  sand  sugar  to  cure  the  curd 
ling,  of  my  blood.   My  new  summer  coat  is  cock  ling 
already,  and  I  am  cal  ling  for  my  old  one.    I  am  cob 
ling  my  riding  shoesF  and  cur  ling  my  riding  periwig. 
My  maid's  hens  keep  such  a  cack  ling,  and  chuck 
ling,  thai  I  scarce  know  what  X  write.     My  mare  is 
just  fbe  ling,  for  which  my  groom  is  grum  ling  and 
grow  ling,  while  the  other  servanto  are  gob  ling  and 
gut  linir,  and  the  maids  gig  ling,  and  the  dogs  how 
ling.   My  bung  ling  tailor  was  tip  ling  from  morning 
to  night.    Do  you  know  drive  ling  Doll  with  her 
drab  ling  tail,  and  drag  Ung  petticoat,  and  gog  ting 
eyes  ;  always  gag  ling  like  a  goose,  and  hob  ling  to 
the  alehouse,  hand  ling  a  mug,  and  quarry  ling  and 
squab  ling  with  porters,  or  row  Ung  in  the  kennelt 
X  bought  her  a  musile  ling  pinner.     Mr.  Wall  walks 
the  streets  with  his  strip  ling  boy,  in  his  sham  ling 
gait,  as  cuff  ling  for  the  wall,  and  just  ling  all  he 
meeu.     I  saw  his  wife  with  her  pop  Ung  gown,  piU 
Ung  oranges  and  pick  ling  cucumbers.     Her  eyes 
are  no  longer  spark  ling,  you  may  find  her  twat  ling 
with  the  neighbours,  her  nose  trick  ling,  and  spaw 
ling  the  floor,  and  then  smug  Ung  her  husband. 

A  lady  whose  understanding  was  sing  ling  me  out 
as  a  wit  ling  or  rather  a  suck  ling,  as  if  she  were  tick 
Ung  my  fancy,  Ung  Ung  me  with  questions,  leU  Ung 
me  many  stories,  her  tongue  toe  ling  Uke  a  clapper ; 
•avs  she.  an  old  man's  dar  Ung  is  betur  Ihan  a  young 
man's  war  ling.  I  Uked  her  dad  ling  and  plam  deal 
ling;  she  was  as  wise  as  a  goes  Ung  or  a  duck  Ung, 
yet  she  counted  upon  gull  Img  and  grave  Ung  me. 
Her  maid  was  hack  ling  flax  and  hum  luig  her  mia- 
tress,  and  how  ling  in  the  Irish  manner:  1  wm  fool 
ling  and  fiddle  ling  and  fade  Ung  an  hour  with  them. 
We  hear  TisdaU  »  puss  ling  the  curates,  or  mud  Ung 
in  an  alehouse,  or  muff  Ung  his  chops,  or  rump  Ung 
his  band,  or  mum  Ung  songs,  thouA  he  be  but  a  mid 
Ung  vereifier  at  best,  while  his  wife,  m  her  mac  ling 
lace,  is  mull  Ung  clsjet,  to  make  her  huaband  maud 
ling,  or  mill  Ung  chocolate  for  her  breakfast,  or  rust 
ling  Ux  her  sUks,  or  net  Ung  her  spouse,  or  nurse  ling 
and  swiU  Ung  her  grand  HshUdien-and  a  year  Ung  calf, 
•  Am  Dt  Swift  WM  on  all  occmIom  fcod  of  walkhig.  when 

and  the  wemUisr  i   but  be  never  wois  boola. 
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or  oil  ling  her  pimple  ling  hctf  or  tet  ling  her  head 
drees,  or  tUf  ling  a  f —  to  a  fixs  ling,  or  hoj  ling 
■owine  for  supper,  or  pew  ling  for  the  death  of  her 
kit  ling,  or  over  rue  ling  the  poor  doctor.  As  to 
madame  Totre  femme,  I  find  she  has  been  coup  ling 
her  daughters  ;  I  wish  she  were  to  live  upon  a  cod 
ling,  or  a  chit  or  ling.  She  has  as  mile  ling  counte- 
nance, which  is  yet  better  than  as  well  ling  belly ;  I 
wish  she  were  to  go  a  bull  ling  and  begin  with  a  bill 
ling,  and  then  go  to  hick  ling.  She  haUi  been  long  as 
cram  ling  for  power,  and  would  fiUn  be  a  fond  ling, 
and  delights  in  a  fop  ling,  when  she  should  be  fur 
ling  .her  sails,  and  fill  lix^  her  belly,  or  game  ling 
about  Cayan,  or  gall  ling  her  company.  Why  do  not 
Tou  set  her  a  truck  ling,  with  a  Tengeance,  and  use 
her  like  an  under  ling,  and  stop  her  ray  ling,  rat  ling, 
rang  ling  behaviour  t  I  would  cure  her  ram  ling  and 
rum  ling ;  but  you  are  spy  ling  all,  by  rig  ling  into 
her  favour,  and  are  afraid  of  ruff  ling  her.  I  hear 
TOU  are  fell  ling  your  timber  at  QuUca ;  you  love  to 
have  a  fee  ling  of  money,  which  is  a  grove  ung  temper 
in  you,  and  you  are  for  shove  ling  it  up  like  a  lord 
ling,  or  rather  like  a  star  ling.  I  suppose  now  you 
are  vail  ling  your  bonnet  to  every  squire.  I  wish  you 
would  grow  a  world  ling,  ana  not  be  strow  Ung 
abroad,  nor  always  shake  ling  yourself  at  home.  Can 
I  have  stabe  ling  with  you  for  my  horse  1  Pray  keep 
plain  wholesome  table  ling  for  your  boys,  and  employ 
your  maids  in  teas  ling  cloth  and  reel  ling  yam,  and 
unravel  ling  thread  without  stay  ling  it.  Set  the  boys 
a  race  ling  for  diversion ;  set  the  scullion  a  rid  ling 
the  cinders  without  rife  ling  them.  Get  some  scrub 
to  teach  the  young  boys  their  spell  ling,  and  the  cow- 
boy to  draw  small  beer  without  spill  ling  or  pall  ling 
it ;  have  no  more  pis  to  ling  lads :  employ  yourseU* 
in  nay  ling  your  broken  stools.  Whip  all  the  libel 
ling  rogues  who  are  loll  ling  out  their  tongues,  and 
kind  ling  quarrels,  and  rave  eye  Ung  their  school- 
feUows,  and  stick  ling  with  their  seniors,  and  snuff 
Ung  In  a  Jeer,  and  scraw  ling  on  the  school  waUs,  and 
scut  Ung  to  the  pie-house,  and  yawl  ling  and  yeU  ling 
to  frighten  Uttle  chUdren,  and  fowl  liog  the  house 
for  nJsehief  sake,  uid  grape  ling  with  the  gh'ls.  Pray 
take  care  of  spy  ling  your  younger  daughters,  or  sty 
ling  them  pets.  Jomathah  Swift. 

TO  SIR  CHARLES  WOOAN, 
In  Spain. 

Honoured  Sir, — ^I  think  you  are  theonly'person  aUve 
who  can  Justly  charge  me  with  ingratitude ;  because, 
although  I  was  utterly  unknown  to  you,  and  become 
an  obscure  exile  in  a  most  obscure  and  enslaved 
country,  yon  were  at  the  pains  to  find  me  out,  and 
send  me  your  very  agreeable  writings,  with  which  I 
have  often  entertained  some  very  ingenious  friends, 
as  well  as  myeelf :  I  mean  not  only  your  poetry  in 
Latin  and  EngUsh,  but  your  poetical  history  in  prose 
of  your  own  life  and  actions  inscribed  to  me ;  which 
I  often  wished  it  were  safe  to  print  here,  or  in  Eng- 
land,  under  the  madness  of  universal  party  now 
reigning :  I  mean  particularly  in  this  kingdom,  to 
which  I  would  prefer  living  among  the  Hottentots, 
if  it  were  In  my  power. 

I  have  been  ,often  told  that  you  have  a  brother 
and  some  near  relations  in  this  country ;  and  have 
oftener  employed  my  friends  ii^vain  to  learn  when 
any  of  them  came  to  this  town.  But,  I  suppose  on 
account  of  their  religion,  they  are  so  prudent  as  to 
live  in  priracy ;  although  the  court  has  thought  it 
better  in  point  of  politics  (and,  to  keep  the  good  will 
of  cardinal  Fleury,  has  thought  it  proper),  to  make 
the  cathoUcs  here  much  more  easy  than  their  ilU 
wftlers,  of  no  religion,  approve  of  in  their  hearts. 


And  I  can  assure  you  that  thoee  wietchca  kcra»  whs 
call  themselves  a  parliament,  abhor  the  deiigy  of  cm 
church  more  than  those  of  yours*  and  ha:ve  made  a 
universal  association  to  defrmod  ua  of  oar  andoablcd 
dues. 

I  have  further  thanks  to  give  you  for  ymir  gmciuus 
present  of  ezceUent  Spanish  wina,  whcreol'  I  ban 
been  so  choice  that  my  buUer  tdb  me  there  arestiil 
some  bottles  left.    I  did  very  often  aak  eone 
chants  here  who  trade  with  Spain,  whether  Chki 
try  could  not  afford  something  that  might  be 
able  in  Spain ;   but  could  not  get  may 
The  price  I  am  sure  would  be  bat  a  trifle.    And  1 
am  told  by  one  of  them,  that  he  heard  yoa  were  is* 
formed  of  my  desire ;  to  which  joa  aasmrered  in  t 
disinterested  manner,  *<that  you  only  desired  bj 
works."  It  is  true,  indeed,  that  a  printer  bare,  aboet 
a  year  ago,  did  collect  aU  that  was  printed  in  Ijaadea 
which  passed  for  mine,  as  weU  asaeversd  aia^le  papea 
in  verae  and  prose,  that  he  could  get  from  mj  loends: 
and   desired  my  leave    to    publish   them   in  fear 
volumes.    He  reasoned,  **  that  printera  bete  bad  •» 
property  in  their  copiea;  that  mine  woold  fell  isii 
worse  hands;  that  he  would  aobmit  to  me  and  tkj 
friends  what  to  publish  or  omit.*'     On  the  wholes  I 
would  not  concern  myself,  and  so  they  have  eppeacei 
abroad,  as  you  wiU  see  them  in  thooe  1  naake  bold 
to  send  you.     I  must  now  return  to  mention  wine. 
The  last  season  for  it  was  very  bad  in  France :  npaa 
which  our  merchants  have  raised  the  price  twisty 
per  cent,  already,  and  the  present  weather  is  noc 
likely  to  mend  it.    Upon  this  I  have  told  aome  ma^ 
chants  my  opinion,  or  perhapa  my  fency,  that  wbea 
the  warmth  of  summer  happens  to  fell  in  the  sevenl 
vfine  countries,  Spsin  and  Portugal  wineay  and  thoee 
of  the  south  of  Italy,  wiU  be  at  least  as  lipe  aa  those 
of  France  in  a  good  year.     If  there  be  any  troth  in 
this  conceit,  I  would  desire  our  merchanta  to  deal  this 
year  in  those  warmer  cUmates ;  becanae  I  hear  thai 
in  Spain  French  vines  are  often  planted,  and  the 
wine  is  more  meUow ;  although,  perh^M,  the  natoral 
Spanish  grape  may  fail  for  want  of  its  nsoal  share  of 
sun.      In  this  point  I  would  have  your  qpiaioa; 
wherein  if  you  agree,  I  wiU  direct  Mr.  HaU,  aa 
honest  cathoUc  merchant  here,  who  deals  in  Spanish 
wine,  to  bring  me  over  ss  large  a  cargo  as  I  can 
afford,  of  wines  as  like  French  daret  aa  he  can  get; 
for  my  disorders,  with  the  help  of  years*  make  wiar 
absolutely  necessary  to  support  me.  And  if  yoa  wen 
not  a  person  of  too  considerable  a  rank  (and  now  be- 
come half  a  Spaniard),  I  would  try  to  make  yoa 
descend  so  low  as  to  order  some  merchanta  there  to 
consign  to  some  of  ours,  directed  to  me,  aome  good 
quantity  of  wine  that  you  approve  of;  such  as  oar 
claret  drinkers  here  will  be  content  with ;  lor  when 
I  give  them  a  pale  wine  (called  by  Mr.  Hall  caasaUa) 
they  say  it  wiU  do  for  one  glass,  and  then  (to  speak 
in  their  language)  caU  for  honest  clareL 

JoKATBAX  Swin. 


FROM  LORD  HOWTH. 

Kilfeae.  J«ly  S,  17». 
I  AM  very  much  obliged  to  my  good  dean  of  ^. 
Patrick's  for  the  honour  he  did  me  in  sitting  lor  his 
picture  ;  and  have  wrote  to  Dr.  Orattan  to  give  Hr. 
Bindon  strict  charge  in  the  finishing  of  it;  and  wbea 
that  is  done  to  bring  it  to  his  house,  for  fear  I  Aould 
get  a  copy  instead  of  the  original.  I  am  rery  mach 
concerned  at  the  account  you  give  me  of  your  health, 
but  do  not  in  the  least  doubt  but  the  change  of  sir 
would  be  of  service  to  you,  and  a  most  hearty  wr)> 
come  you  may  be  sure  of.  The  archbishop  of  Cashell 
told  me  be  would  wait  on  yon  the  day  after  he  weat 
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y  DabUn;  and  doet  nlgfatlly  admire  he  bu  not 
ecn  you  oftmer.  I  hare  taken  your  advice,  and 
tpt  Terr  good  hovn  ainee  I  came  laat  here.  Every 
eooad  day  I  am  out  alz  or  leren  honii  an  otte^ 
lontiiig.  Am  to  reading  and  working,  my  wile  ob- 
erref  your  diractione ;  and  could  wlib  ahc  wonld  do 
he  tame  aa  to  ezereiae.  She  dcsirea  me  to  tell  yon 
bat  the  liking  abe  baa  to  the  baboon*  ia  out  of  the 
me  ngard  the  baa  ibr  you,  he  being  one  of  your 
raatett  &Toniitea«  Yo|ir  giant^  will  uae  her  en- 
eaToara  to  make  lord  Bacon  a  Uar,  and  Inatead  of 
ddiDg  two  incfaea  to  her  height,  would  be  very  well 
itisfied  to  part  wHh  four.  I  am  yeryaorry  Mn. 
Lcheion  ia  to  mueh  out  of  order;  aha  ia  one  I  have 

great  regard  for ;  and  ahall  dealre  the  laTour  of  you 
9  give  mj  wife'a  eerrioe  and  mine  to  her  and  lady 
Lchewn,  when  you  aee  them.  I  thank  God  my 
imily  and  I  are  yerj  well.    Some  time  thla  summer 

detign  drinking  Balliapellin  waten  for  a  month. 
U  for  news,  we  have  no  such  thing  here :  only  the 
aboon  baa  done  hii  viaitation  ;  that  ia,  he  goea  into 
be  ehorchea  and  looka  about,  then  aaks  the  tumbler 
Ijkes  bow  long  they  haTe  been  coming  1  So  long, 
ty  Sykca.  Ay,  repllea  the  baboon,  and  we  ahall 
«  aa  long  going  back:  ao  mounH  hia  horae  and 
way.  Who  dunl  aay  the  church  ia  in  danger  when 
re  bave  lo  good  biahopa  1  My  wile  and  all  here 
MB  in  their  kind  aenrlce  to  the  Drapier.  I  am, 
ood  Mr.  dean,  your  moat  aaaured  and  afl^ctlonate 
tumble  8er?ant»  Howth. 

TO  BOL  ALDERMAN  BARBER. 

Dublin,  July  12. 1785. 
>iAi  Ml.  Aldbkman, — I  write  to  tou  at  the  com- 
nand  of  a  gentleman  for  whom  I  have  a  perfect 
rieodship  and  esteem,  and  the  request  he  desires  me 
0  make  appeara  to  me  altogether  reasonable.  The 
TDtleman  I  mean  is  doctor  Helsham,  the  most  emi- 
i^nt  physician  of  this  city  and  kingdom.  There  is 
penon  of  quality,  an  intimate  friend  of  the  doo- 
or*8,  my  lord  Tyrone,  formerly  sir  Tristram  Beres- 
Drd,  who  is  a  tenant  to  the  Londonderry  Society. 
fit  lordship  is  going  to  build  two  houses  upon  their 
*tate ;  and  to  assist  him  in  so  good  a  work,  I  desire 
bat  when  the  particulars  of  the  request  shall  be  laid 
«fore  the  society,  you,  who  are  the  governor,  will 
lieaae,  if  you  find  them  Just  and  reasonable,  to  for- 
nn]  them  aa  far  as  lies  in  your  power ;  by  which 
00  will  much  oblige  me  and  sereral  worthy  peraons, 
articttlariy  my  friend  Dr.  Helsham. 
Do  you  sometimes  honour  poor  Mrs.  Barber  with 
Tisitt  We  are  afraid  here  that  the  gout  has  got 
00  strong  a  posaeasion  of  her,  and  pray  let  me  have 
ome  account  of  your  own  health :  I  wish  we  three 
iletndinarians  were  together,  we  should  make  ei- 
eUent  company ;  but  I  can  drink  my  pint  of  wine 
wice  a-day,  which  I  doubt  both  of  you  could  not  do 
D  a  week.  I  long  excessively  to  be  in  England,  but 
n  afraid  of  being  surprised  by  my  old  disorder  in 
BJ  hesd,  iar  from  help,  or  at  least  m)m  convenlency ; 
ad  I  dare  not  so  much  as  travel  here  without  being 
«ar  enough  to  come  back  in  the  evening  to  lie  in 
Of  own  bed.  These  are  the  effects  of  living  too 
t>ng :  tnd  the  public  miseries  of  this  kingdom  add 
3  my  disease.  I  am,  dear  sir,  with  true  esteem  and 
riendsbip,  your  moat  obedient  humble  servant, 

JoMATMAM  Swirr. 


*  The  bbhop  of  Oasoty  so  eaiad :— 

Could  yo«  we  bb  grim  grmce,  for  a  poand  to  a  penny, 
Yoii'd  tvau  it  mat  be  the  bnhoon  of  Rilktmny. 

8co  ^wiA*•  Ploem  on  the  BUhops. 

^VfaiRia 
>vd  Howth. 


•a  ezceedlof  tall  yonag  lady,  and  n*eoa  to  aiy 


FROM  LADY  BETTY  OBEMAIN. 


Loodoo.  Joly  It.  17ia. 
I  HAYB  not  answered  yours  of  the  15th  of  June  so 
soon  aa  1  should ;  but  the  duke  of  Dorset  had  an- 
swered all  vouia  ere  vour  latter  came  to  my  handa. 
So  I  hope  all  cauaea  of  comolaint  are  at  an  end,  and 
that  he  baa  ahowed  himself  aa  he  ia,  much  your 
friend  and  humble  servant,  though  he  weara  a  garter, 
and  had  his  original  from  Normandv,  if  heralda  do 
not  lie  or  his  grannams  did  not  play  talse  ;  and  whilu 
be  ia  lord-lieutenant  (which  I  heartily  wish  may  not 
be  much  longer),  I  dare  say  will  be  very  glad  of  any 
opportunity  to  do  what  you  recommend  to  him. 
Thus  far  I  will  anawer  for  his  grace,  though  he  ia 
now  in  Ihe  country  and  cannot  subscribe  to  it  him- 
self. 

Now  to  quite  another  affair.  The  counteaa  of 
Suffolk  (whom  you  know  I  have  lone  had  a  great 
esteem  and  value  for)  has  been  so  gooa  and  graciona 
as  to  take  my  brother  George  Berkeley  for  better, 
for  worae ;  though  I  hope  in  God  the  laat  will  not 
happen,  because  I  think  he  ia  an  honest,  good- 
natured  man.  The  tovm  ia  aurpriaed ;  and  the  town 
talks,  aa  the  town  lovea  to  do,  upon  theae  ordinary 
extraordinary  occasions.  She  is  indeed  four  or  five 
rears  older  than  he,  and  no  more ;  but  ibr  all  that, 
he  baa  appeared  to  all  the  worid  as  well  aa  to  me  to 
have  long  had  (that  Is,  ever  since  she  haa  been  a 
widow,  so  pray  do  not  miatake  me)  a  most  violent 
passion  for  her,  as  well  as  esteem  and  value  for  her 
numberless  good  qualities.  These  things  well  con- 
sidered, I  do  not  think  they  have  above  ten  to  one 
against  their  being  verv  happv :  and  if  they  should 
not  be  so,  I  shall  heartllv  wish  him  hanged,  because 
I  am  sure  it  will  be  wholly  his  fault.  As  to  her  for- 
tune, though  she  has  been  twenty  years  a  court- 
fiivourite,  yet  I  doubt  she  has  been  too  disinterested 
to  enlarge  it  as  others  would  have  done.  And  sir 
Robert  [Walpole],  her  greatest  enemy,  does  not  tax 
her  with  getting  quite  40,000/.  I  wish^but  fear  it 
Is  not  near  that  sum.  But  what  she  has  she  never 
told  me,  nor  have  1  ever  asked  ;  but  whatever  It  is, 
they  must  live  accordingly ;  and  he  had  of  his  own 
wherewithal  to  live  by  himself  easilv  and  genteelly. 

In  this  hurry  of  matrimony  I  had  like  to  forget  to 
answer  that  part  of  your  letter  where  you  say  you 
never  heard  of  our  being  in  print  together.  I  believe 
it  was  about  twenty  years  ago  Mr.  Curll  aet  forth 
**  Letters  Amorous,  Satirical,  and  Gallant,  between 
Dr.  Swift,  Lady  Mary  Chambre,  Lady  Betty  Ger- 
main, and  Mrs.  Anne  Long,  and  several  other  Per- 
sons.'* I  am  afraid  some  of  my  people  used  them 
according  to  their  desert  ;  for  they  have  not  appeared 
above  ground  this  great  while.  And  now  to  the 
addition  of  writing  the  brave  large  hand  you  make 
me  do  for  you,  I  have  bruised  mv  fingers  pro- 
digiously, and  can  say  no  more  but  adieu. 

FROM  DR.  SHERIDAN. 

July  IS,  ITM. 
Dbak  Sir, — I  received  your  20L  from  lord  Lanea- 
borough's  agent  yesterday,  and  it  travels  to  you  from 
this  on  Satiurday  nest,  by  one  John  Donaldson,  one 
of  our  nobility.  You  will  get  It  I  believe  on  Mon- 
day. I  have  nothing  to  say  to  the  280^  you  mention. 
That  ia,  as  I  told  you,  the  fine  and  rent  of  Drumlane 
which  I  owe  the  bishop,*  and  which  will  be  paid  him 
August  26th.  I  cleared  off  the  rent  which  I  owed 
him  for  your  purchase  the  other  day,  or  I  should 
have  sent  your  poor  money,  poor  as  I  am,  before  this. 
Now  are  you  satisfied  that  I  am  not  negligent  or 
giddy  1  But  what  in  the  name  of  God  is  Uie  matter 
with  you  to  delay  so  long  1  Can  I  oversee  my  work- 
men and  a  school  too  t    If  you  wUl  not  come  and 
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take  your  charge  in  hand,  I  rouat  employ  somebody 
else.  There  is  a  long  walk  begun  :  stones  a-drawing 
home  for  an  addition  to  my  house  :  the  schoolhouse 
repaired  at  the  charge  of  the  county  :  a  gravel^walk 
from  the  market-cross  to  my  house  at  the  town's  ex- 
pense ;  item,  a  gravel-walk  by  the  river,  which  will 
all  require  your  attendance.  As  you  were  a  good 
and  faithful  overseer  of  my  improvements  at  Quilca, 
I  am  willing  to  employ  you  rather  than  another: 
therefore  I  expect  your  answer  immediately,  for  the 
summer  is  ilying  off  apace.  My  lord  Orrery  wrote 
to  me  that  he  would  come  from  Munster  to  see  me 
soon ;  if  you  wiU  but  have  the  prudence  to  be  here, 
you  may  have  a  fair  opportuni^  of  recommending 
yourself  to  him :  and  I  shall  perhaps  give  you  the 
character  of  a  vigilant  overseer  if  I  find  you  be  not 
altered  since  you  were  last  in  my  service. 

Now  to  be  serious.  I  shall  send  you  some  venison 
soon.  You  shall  know  next  Monday  when  it  sets 
out ;  and  you  are  to  dispose  of  it  thus : — 

To  Br.  Helsham,  four  cuts. 

Dr.  Delany,  four. 

Mrs.  Helsham,  one  and  a  half. 

Mrs.  Whiteway,  ditto. 

Lady  Achesou,  because  of  her  good  stomach,  three 
scruples. 

Mr.  Worrall,  a  pound  and  a  quarter. 
Piay  let  them  be  all  wrapped  up  in  clean  paper  and 
sent  to  the  several  above-mentioned  persons.     Dine 
upon  the  rest  with  your  own  company. 

I  have  got  you  a  mare,  a  very  easy  trotter ;  she 
shall  go  up  with  the  venison.  Whether  she  will  be 
shy  at  your  city  objects  I  know  not ;  here  she  is  not 
in  the  least.  Your  best  way  will  be  to  let  yoiur 
servant  ride  her.  She  is  one  of  my  own  rearing, 
sprung  of  a  good-natured  family.  If  you  like,  she 
costs  you  nothing  but  a  low  bow  when  you  come  to 
Cavan.  I  have  a  chaise  Just  finished  to  the  lining 
in  Dublin,  made  by  a  man  so  much  in  my  debt :  it 
will  be  your  best  way  to  come  down  in  it.  I  tell 
you  a  project  I  have  which  I  believe  will  do  :  my 
scholars  are  to  club  and  build  me  a  little  library  in 
my  garden.  The  lime  and  stones  (freestone)  are  in 
my  own  fields,  and  building  is  dog-cheap  here. 

I  beseech  you  let  me  know  how  soon  you  will  be 
here,  that  all  things  may  be  to  your  heart's  desire : 
such  venison !  such  mutton !  such  small  beer  \  such 
chickens!  such  butter!  such  trouts!  such  pouts! 
such  ducks !  such  beef!  such  fish !  such  eels !  such 
turkeys !  such  fields !  such  groves  !  such  lakes !  such 
ladies!  such  fruit!  such  potatoes!  such  raspberries! 
such  bilberries  !  and  such  a  boat  as  Mr.  Hamilton's 
were  never  yet  seen  in  any  one  county  yet ! 

God  Almighty  bless  you  and  send  you  safe  to  our 
Elysium.  My  service  to  Mrs.  Whiteway,  and  to 
everybody  in  Dublin,  man,  woman,  and  child.  I 
am,  with  all  respect,  your  most  obedient  and  very 
humble  servant,  Thomas  Shebidan. 


FROM  MR.  MOTTE. 

London,  July  31,  1735. 
Honoured  Sib, — I  have  not  had  an  opportunity  of 
writing  to  you  otherwise  than  by  the  post  for  above 
a  twelvemonth ;  and  though  in  that  time  I  did 
trouble  you  with  a  letter  or  two  relating  to  Mr. 
Lancelot's  business,  yet  I  thought  proper  to  mention 
only  what  related  to  that  particular,  considering  I 
was  then  under  the  hands  of  the  law,  whence  I  was 
not  discharged  till  the  last  day  of  the  last  term.  I 
do  not  doubt  but  you  have  heard  before  now  that 
Mrs.  Barber  was  discharged  at  the  same  time. 

I  desired  therefore  Mrs.  Hyde*  to  deliver  this  to 

•Widow  to  Mr.  Hyde,  booIuelUr  in  Dabliu. 


your  own  hand,  and  make  bold  to  trouble  yoo  with 
an  account  of  some  tranaactions  whieh  have  ha^ 
pened  within  these  two  yeara,  which  I  have  Lpb; 
wished  for  the  pleasure  of  doing  by  word  of  aosli, 
in  hopes  ray  behaviour  wouM  be  excnaed  at  least  (if 
not  approved)  by  you,  the  asaurance  vrhcreof  1 
should  receive  with  the  utmost  aatisfcctioB. 

Soon  after  Mr.  Filkington  had  reeeiTcdthetweiitv 
guineas  you  ordered  me  to  pay  him,  **  the  Lile  tnd 
Character"  was  offered  me,  though  not  1^  his  ova 
hands,  yet  by  his  means,  as  I  was  afiber^raid  cob- 
vinced  by  many  circumstanices :  one  wwa  thai  he 
corrected  the  proof  sheets  with  his  own  hand ;  sad 
as  he  said  he  had  seen  the  original  of  tbmt  piece,  1 
could  not  imagine  he  would  hsve  sufiered  youroa&e 
to  be  put  to  it  if  it  had  not  been  genuine.  When  I 
found  by  your  advertisement  and  the  letter  yon  %Tn 
pleased  to  write  to  me,  that  I  had  been  derived  hj 
him,  I  acted  afterward  vrith  more  reserve,  and  re- 
fused a  pamphlet  about  Norton's  will  which  be 
pretended  came  from  an  eminent  hand.  It  eii 
bought  afterward  by  another  bookaeUer,  -who  paisiai 
it,  and  lost  money  by  it. 

He  could  not  forbear  observing  my  coldness,  uA 
applied  to  Mr.  Gilliver  about  the  eopy  of  vecses  i«t 
which  we  were  all  brought  into  trouble  ;  and  by  tB» 
way,  when  once  an  afiair  was  conunonicated  to  tvv 
persons  it  was  not  in  the  power  of  any  one,  how  jatf 
and  faithful  soever,  to  answer  for  its  betag  kept  a 
secret.  It  was  published  three  months  belwe  it  n 
taken  notice  of;  and  when  the  printer  was  taken  i^ 
and  had  named  Gilliver  as  the  bookseller,  and  is  «v 
reported  a  warrant  was  out  against  G.,  and  he  n 
likely  to  be  apprehended  next  morning,  we  two  ht^ 
a  meeting  over  night,  and  I  promised  to  take  th^ 
advice  of  a  gentleman  of  sense  and  honour  wbo«r 
name  I  did  not  mention  to  him,  and  to  meet  l*. 
early  the  next  morning  at  a  certain  tavern  to  eonsak 
further.  Accordingly,  I  went  to  a  gentleman  vu 
Cork-street,  and  from  thence  to  the  tavern  we  bad 
appointed  to  meet  at,  where,  after  I  had  vraiiesl 
above  an  hour,  a  message  was  sent  me  that  I  ncol 
stay  no  longer,  for  Mr.  G.  vras  gone  to  Westminster, 
and  would  not  come.  I  went  to  aee  him  in  tbr 
messenger's  hands,  but  he  was  so  closely  watrhed  ky 
a  couple  of  sharp  sluts,  the  messenger's  daughtetv 
that  I  could  say  nothing  to  him  but  about  indifiexT=r 
matters.  The  consequence  was  he  was  exasoiae^ 
and  made  a  confession  like  poor  Dr.  Yalden's,  ef  ul 
that  he  knew,  and  more  too :  naming  Mr.  PiUUnctca 
first,  and  then  myself;  which  last,  as  many  pc«ip*^ 
have  told  me,  was  unnecessary ;  only,  as  he  hek^ 
said,  he  was  resolved  if  he  came  into  trouble  I  sho«id 
have  a  share  of  it,  though  I  offered,  in  case  he  vo^ 
not  name  me,  that  I  would  bear  one  half  of  hb  ex- 
penses. This  confession  of  his,  t<^ther  with  bs 
bearing  the  character  of  a  wealthy  man,  exposed  Lz .. 
to  an  information ;  but  as  it  was  not  my  huainew  w 
be  industrious  in  recollecting  what  passed  xhm 
months  before,  I  could  not  remember  anythiog  tbat 
could  affect  me  or  anybody  else. 

1  am  sorry  for  the  trouble  this  has  caused  to  po»* 
Mrs.  Barber.  I  saw  her  the  other  day  :  ahe  yr» 
confined  to  her  bed  with  the  gout.  She  descied 
when  I  wrote  that  I  would  present  her  humhU  Mf 
vice  to  you. 

I  would  be  glad  to  receive  your  directions  whst  I 
must  do  with  the  two  notes  I  have  under  Mr.  Pd- 
kington*s  hands  of  ten  guineas  each.  They  vtf? 
allowed  by  you  in  the  last  account  we  settled ;  hi^ 
whether  you  would  please  they  should  be  dtsuui»^ 
or  sent  over  to  you  I  am  not  certain.  As  for  Vt> 
state  of  the  account,  as  I  have  heard  no  exrcfi'BflB 
to  it,  I  flatter  myself  you  find  it  all  right. 
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Mr.  Faulknet't  imprattion  of  four  Tolumet  hat 
ltd  iu  run.    1  was  adTiaed  that  it  was  in  my  power 

0  btTe  given  him  and  hit  agenta  sufficient  vexation 
7  applying  to  the  law ;  but  that  1  could  not  sue 
ufli  without  bringing  your  name  into  a  court  of 
mticei  which  absolutely  determined  me  to  be  pas- 
ive.  I  am  told  he  is  about  printing  them  in  an 
idition  in  twelves;  in  which  case  I  humbly  hope 
rou  will  please  to  Uy  your  commands  upon  him 
which,  if  he  has  any  sense  of  gratitude,  must  have 
h«  tame  power  as  an  injunction  in  diancery)  to 
iwbcar  sending  them  over  here.  If  you  think  this 
tquett  to  be  reasonable,  I  know  you  will  comply 
vUh  it:  if  not*  I  submit. 

At  we  once  had  a  meeting  upon  this  affair,  and 
w  laay  possibly  have  misrepresented  the  offers  he 
hen  made  me,  I  beg  leave  to  assure  you  that  his 
iroposal  was  that  I  should  have  paid  him  ft  Urger 
trice  for  the  book  than  I  could  have  had  it  printed 
or  here  in  England ;  and  surely  I  had  the  same 
ight  of  printing  them  here  as  he  had  in  Ireland, 
itpedally  having  bought  and  paid  for  them.  If  he 
nade  any  other  offer,  I  declare  I  miaunderstood 
lim ;  and  I  am  sure  if  I  had  complied  with  those 
cnns  I  should  have  been  a  laughing-stock  to  the 
thole  trade. 

Mr.  Pope  has  published  a  second  volume  of  his 
wetical  worka,  of  which  I  suppose  he  has  made  you 
i  present.  I  am  surprised  to  see  he  owns  so  little 
n  the  four  volumes,  and  speaks  of  these  few  things 
u  inconsiderable.  I  am  a  stranger  to  what  part  of 
he  copy  money  he  received  ^  but  you*  who  know 
wtter,  are  a  competent  judge  whether  he  deserved  it. 
'  1  always  thought  the  *  Art  of  Sinking'  was  his, 
bough  be  there  disovms  it."^ 

Curll't  edition  of  Letters  to  and  from  Mr.  Pope, 

1  suppose  you  have  seen.  They  were  taken  notice 
)f  in  the  house  of  lords ;  and  CurU  was  ruffled  for 
bem  in  a  manner  as,  to  a  man  of  less  impudence 
han  his  own,  would  have  been  very  uneasy.  It  has 
evoked  Mr.  Pope  to  promise  the  world  a  genuine 
tdition,  with  many  additions.  It  is  plain  the  rascal 
Mt  no  knowledge  of  those  letters  of  yours  that  Ewin 
>f  Cambridge  has.  Few  as  they  are,  he  would  tack 
•ome  trash  to  tbem,  and  make  a  five  or  six  shilling 
>ook  of  them. 

The  **  Persian  Letters"  have  been  well  received, 
w  I  chose  to  send  them ;  beside  that  they  make  a 
^nvenient  cover  for  this  letter. 

Mr.  Tooke,  who  desires  me  to  present  his  most 
lumble  service  to  you,  acquainted  me  aome  time  ago 
)f  your  intention  to  erect  an  hospital  for  lunatics  and 
diets.  I  am  glad  to  find  by  the  newspapers  that  so 
koble  a  design  proceeds ;  for  beside  the  general  be- 
wBt  to  mankind  that  is  obvious  to  everybodv,  I  am 
msuaded  ther«  will  be  a  particular  one  arise  by  your 
txanple :  namely*  that  you  will  lay  down  a  scheme, 
vbieb  will  be  a  pattern  for  future  founders  of  public 
lospitsls,  to  prevent  many  of  the  rile  abuses  which, 
a  process  of  time,  do  creep  into  those  foundations, 
)y  the  indolence,  ignorance,  or  knavery  of  the  trus. 
ses.  I  have  seen  so  many  scandalous  instances  of 
aiaapplications  of  that  kind,  as  have  raised  my  indig- 
latton  so,  that  I  can  hardly  think  upon  it  with  tem- 
per ;  and  I  heartily  congratulate  you  that  a  heart  to 
wstow  is  joined  in  you  with  a  head  to  contrive :  and 
herefore,  without  any  mercenary  views,  (at  the  same 
ime  not  declining  any  instance  of  your  favour,)  I 
vould  beg  leave  to  say,  that  as,  while  your  thoughu 
ire  employed  in  this  generous  undertaking,  you  must 
lecetsarily  consider  it  in  the  light  I  have  placed  it 

•  Mr.  Ptopo  gold  th«  Mtettlluiiei  for  a  eoosidflrable  ram,  ud 
lined  fut  of  it  to  Dr.  Swift,  which  bs  rrfuted. 
^  Tbe  •*  Art  of  Onkiog"  wm  writton  by  Mr.  Pope. 


in ;  so,  if  you  would  please  to  communicate  these 
thoughts  to  the  public,  you  might  possibly  give  use- 
ful hints  to  persons  of  fortune  and  beneficent  inten- 
tions, though  of  inferior  abilities.  I  heartilv  wish 
you  success  in  this  and  all  other  your  undertakings ; 
being,  with  grateful  respect,  sir,  your  obliged  and 
obe£ent  humble  servant,  B.  Motte. 

Upon  second  thoughts  I  have  enclosed  Mr.  Pil- 
kington's  two  notes ;  for  I  do  not  see  how  they 
can  possibly  be  of  any  service  to  you  on  this  side 
the  water. 


FROM  DR.  SHERIDAN. 

August  IS.  IIU, 
Dbab  Sib, — Because  of  some  dropping  young  lads 
coming  to  me,  and  because  it  was  impossible  for  me 
to  get  any  money  before  the  23rd  of  thia  month,  I 
could  not  fix  my  vacation.  Now  I  do.  On  Satur- 
day se'nnight,  the  23rd,  I  set  out  for  Dublin  to  bring 
you  home :  and  so,  without  ifs,  ands,  and  ors,  get 
ready  before  our  fields  be  stripped  of  all  their  gaiety. 
I  thank  God  I  have  every  good  thing  in  plenty  but 
money ;  and  that,  as  sffairs  are  likely  to  go,  will  not 
be  my  complaint  a  month  longer.  Belturbet  Fair  will 
make  me  an  emperor.  I  have  all  this  town,  and  six 
men  of  my  own,  at  work  at  this  juncture,  to  make  you 
a  winter-walk  by  the  river-side.  I  have  raited  moun- 
tains of  gravel,  and  diverted  the  river's  course  for 
that  end — Regis  opus  ;  you  will  wonder  and  be  de- 
lighted when  you  see  it.  Tour  works  at  Quiica  are 
to  be  as  much  inferior  to  ours  here  as  a  sugar-loaf  to 
an  Egyptian  pyramid.  We  had  a  county  of  Armagh 
rogue,  one  Mackay,  hanged  yesterday :  Griffith  the 
player  never  made  so  merry  an  exit.  He  invited  his 
audience  the  night  before,  with  a  promise  of  giving 
them  such  a  speech  from  the  gallows  as  they  never 
heard :  and  indeed  he  made  his  words  good  ;  for  no 
man  was  ever  merrier  at  a  christening  than  he  waa 
upon  the  ladder. 

When  he  mounted  to  his  proper  height,  he  turned 
his  face  to  each  side  of  the  gallows,  and  said,  in  a 
cheerful  manner,  **  Hah,  my  friend,  am  I  come  to  you 
at  last  !**  Then,  turning  to  the  people,  '*  Gentlemen, 
you  need  not  stand  so  thick,  for  the  farthest  shall 
hear  me  as  easily  as  the  nearest.*'  Upon  this  a  fellow 
interrupted  him,  and  asked  him,  **  Did  he  know  any- 
thing of  a  gray  mare  which  was  stolen  from  him  V' 
**  Why,  what  if  1  should,  would  you  pav  for  a  mass 
for  my  soul  1* '— *•  Ay,  by  G—,"  nid  the  fellow, "  will 
I  pay  for  seven." — **Why  then,*'  said  the  criminal« 
laughing,  **  I  know  nothing  of  your  mare.*'  After 
this  he  entertained  the  company  with  two  hours'  his* 
tory  of  his  villanies,  in  a  loud  unconcerned  voice. 
At  laathe  concluded  with  his  humble  service  to  one 
of  the  inhabitants  of  our  town,  desiring  that  he  might 
give  him  a  night's  lodging,  which  was  all  he  would 
trouble  him  for.  He  was  not  the  least  touched  by  any 
liquor ;  but  soberly  and  intrepidly  desired  the  hang- 
man to  do  his  office :  and  at  last  went  off  with  a  joke. 
Match  me  this  with  any  of  your  Englishmen,  if  you 
can.  I  have  no  more  news  from  Cavan,  but  that  vou 
have  all  their  hearta,  and  mine  among  the  rest,  if  it 
be  worth  anything.  My  love  and  service  to  Mrs. 
Whiteway,  and  all  friends.  I  am,  dear  sir,  your 
most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

Thomas  Shbrioan. 


TO  THE  ARCHBISHOP  OF  CASHBLL. 

Dublin,  Augoft  14.  17S5. 
Mt  Lobo, — The  bearer,  Mr.  Faulkner,  our  famous 
printer,  goes  in  an  hour  to  see  Kilkenny  and  Cashell, 
to  gather  up  his  country  debts.    Ten  to  one  your 
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grace  may  owe  him  a  dozen  thilliiigs,  and  your  town 
coffee-house  (if  you  hare  one)  a  dosen  more.  But 
his  pretences  to  me  for  writing,  are  the  honoor  of 
heing  admitted  to  vour  grace  hy  a  line  in  my  hand. 
I  am  not  in  fear  of  hit  shaming  me  as  others  have 
done;  howerer,  I  would  not  have  you  leave  your 
manuscripts  scattered  ahout  your  room,  for  he  would 
he  terrihly  tempted  to  heg  them,  and  return  them 
hack  next  winter  in  four  yolumes,  as  he  served  me ; 
although  I  never  let  him  touch  or  see  one.  He  has 
the  name  of  an  honest  man,  and  has  good  sense  and 
hehaviour.  I  have  ordered  him  to  mark  narrowly 
whatever  you  are  doing,  as  a  prelate,  an  architect,  a 
country  gentleman,  a  politician,  and  an  improver, 
and  to  hring  me  a  faithful  account  when  he  returns ; 
hut  chiefly  ahout  your  health,  and  what  exercise  you 
make  use  of  to  increase  or  preserve  it.  But  he  is  in 
haste  to  be  gone,  and  I  am  forced  to  conclude.  1 
am,  with  the  greatest  respect,  my  lord,  your  grace's 
most  obedient  humble  servant,    Jonathan  Swift. 


TO  LORD  HOWTH. 

Dublin,  August  14. 1735. 
My  Lokd,-— The  bearer,  Mr.  Faulkner,  came  to  me 
just  an  hour  before  he  was  taking  a  journey  to  Kil- 
kenny and  Cashell,  and  desired  I  would  write  by  him 
to  your  lordship  and  the  archbishop,  only  to  let  your 
lordship  know  that  he  is  an  honest  man,  and  the 
chief  printer ;  and  that  I  know  him,  and  treat  him 
with  indulgence,  because  I  cannot  help  it.  For,  al- 
though he  printed  what  I  never  would  have  done,  yet 
he  got  the  consent  of  my  friends,  and  so  I  shall  get 
nothing  by  being  angry  with  him.  He  hopes,  as  a 
citizen,  to  be  admitted  to  your  lords  and  ladies  in 
the  country,  and  I  am  contented  you  shall  make  him 
welcome ;  but  take  care  you  put  no  manuscripts  in 
his  hands ;  otherwise,  perhaps,  there  will  be  the  works 
of  the  right  hon.  &c.,  and  of  my  lady  and  the  giant, 
neatly  bound,  next  winter.  My  lady  Acheson  has 
not  been  well  since  she  left  the  town ;  but  her  mother 
is  almost  perfectly  cured,  except  the  loss  of  her  eye. 
I  owe  my  lady  Howth*  a  letter,  I  believe.  I  desire 
my  most  humble  service  to  her  and  the  giant.  I 
have  time  to  say  no  more,  but  that  I  am  your  lord- 
ship's most  obedient  servant,      Jonathan  Swift. 


TO  ALDERMAN  BARBER. 

September  3, 173ft. 
Sir, — The  bearer,  Mr.  Faulkner,  tells  me  he  has  the 
honour  to  be  known  to  you,  and  that  I  have  credit 
enough  to  prevail  on  you  to  do  him  all  the  good 
offices  that  lie  in  your  way.  I  presume  he  goes  about 
some  afiairs  that  relate  to  his  own  calling,  which 
would  be  of  little  value  to  him  here,  if  he  were  not 
the  printer  most  in  vogue,  and  a  great  undertaker, 
perhaps  too  great  a  one :  wherein  you  are  able  to  be 
the  best  adviser,  provided  he  be  not  too  sanguine,  by 
representing  things  better  than  he  probably  may  find 
them  in  this  wretobed,  beggarly,  enslaved  country. 
To  my  great  grief,  my  disorder  is  of  such  a  nature, 
and  so  conatantly  threatening,  that  I  dare  not  ride  so 

£ur  as  to  be  a  night  from :  and  yet  when  the 

weather  is  fair  I  seldom  fail  to  ride  ten  or  a  dosen 
miles.  Mr.  Faulkner  will  be  able  to  give  you  a  true 
journal  of  my  life ;  that  I  generally  dine  at  home, 
and  alone,  and  have  not  two  houses  in  this  great 
kingdom  where  I  can  get  a  bit  of  meat  twice  a-year. 
That  I  very  seldom  go  to  church  for  fear  of  being 
seized  with  a  fit  of  giddiness  in  the  midst  of  the  ser- 

■  Lucy,  yoangait  daughter  of  lieutenant  -  general  Richard 
Gorgef.  waa  married  to  lord  Howth.  Anguit  i,  1728 ;  and  after 
liiat  nobleman's  death  became  the  lady  of  Nieholaa  Welden.  of 
Gravelraent,  e«|. 


Tioe.  I  hear  you  have  likewise  some  silmentt  to 
struggle  with,  yet  I  am  a  great  deal  lesser  tbsn  yn: 
but  I  have  one  advantage,  that  wine  is  good  for  at, 
and  I  drink  a  bottle  to  my  own  share  every  dat » 
bring  some  heat  into  my  stomach.  Dear  Mr.  Aider* 
man,  what  a  number  of  dear  and  great  friendi  hm 
we  buried,  or  seen  driven  to  exile,  since  we  eiffleiC' 
quainted !  I  did  not  know  till  six  months  sfter  that 
my  best  friend,  my  lady  Maaham,  was  gone.  I  wo«ld 
he  glad  to  know  whether  her  son  be  good  for  uy- 
thing,  because  I  much  doubted  when  I  saw  him  bA. 
Tell  me,  do  you  make  constant  use  of  ezerdsci  It 
is  all  I  have  to  trust  to,  though  not  in  regaid  to  liiie, 
but  to  health :  I  know  nothing  wherein  yesn  nab 
so  great  a  change  as  in  the  dUfferenoe  of  milter  k 
conversation  and  writing.  My  tbou^ts  sie  'vhctj 
taken  up  in  considering  the  best  manner  I  ought  if> 
die,  and  how  to  dispose  of  my  poor  fortune  fcr  tht 
best  public  charity.  But  in  converaation  I  triile  nm 
and  more  every  day,  and  I  would  not  give  threepeore 
for  all  I  read,  or  write,  or  think  in  the  eomptao^i 
year. 

WeU,  God  bless  you,  and  preserve  yonrlife  aikG? 
as  you  can  reasonably  desire.  I  take  my  sge  wi^ 
less  mortification,  because,  if  I  were  yoongcr,  I 
should  probably  outlive  the  liberty  of  England,  wiid 
without  some  unexpected  assistance  firom  Hans, 
many  thousands  now  alive  will  see  gorenKd  ^ 
an  absolute  monarch. 

Farewell,  dear  sir ;  and  believe  me  to  be,  vri 
true  esteem,  your  most  obedient  humble  semBt 

JoMATHAii  Srin. 


TO  MK.  POPE. 

SepCeaberS.l^ 

This  letter  will  be  delivered  to  you  by  Fanlkner,  tV 
printer,  who  goes  over  on  his  private  affiurt.   This 
is  an  answer  to  yours  of  two  months  ago,  whicb  coo- 
plains  of  that  profligate  fellow  CurU.   1  hetrtilj  ^ 
you  were  what  they  call  disaffected,  as  I  am.    I  r^? 
say  as  David  did,  I  have  sinned  greatly,  bat  v^ 
have  these  sheep  done  I    You  have  giren  no  oftas 
to  the  ministry,  nor  to  the  lords,  nor  cotninoD!,  vt 
queen,  nor  the  next  in  power.   For  you  are  »  mM^ 
virtue,  and  therefore  must  abhor  vice  and  all  totrv^ 
tion,  although  your  discretion  holds  the  reini .  **  ^<* 
need  not  fear  any  consequence  in  the  commerce  (^ 
has  so  long  passed  between  us ;  although  1  Brrei^ 
stroyed  one  of  your  letters.     But  my  executor?  ar 
men  of  honour  and  virtue,  who  have  strict  ordfrt  i- 
my  will  to  bum  every  letter  left  behind  me."  "Sd^ 
did  our  letters  contain  any  turns  of  wit,  or  han,  •' 
politics,  or  satire,  but  mere  innocent  friendship :  }t^' 
am  loath  that  any  letters  from  you  and  a  very  few  c*i« 
friends  should  die  before  me ;  I  believe  we  w^ 
of  us  ever  leaned  our  head  upon  our  left  baod  lot^, 
what  we  should  write  next ;  yet  we  have  beld  » f*- 
stant  intercourse  from  your  youth  and  mymw 
age,  and  from  your  middle  age  it  must  becoaUno''J 
till  my  death,  which  my  bad  state  of  health  m^ 
me  expect  every  month.     I  have  the  ambition,  v» 
it  is  very  earnest,  as  well  as  in  haste,  to  b*'<  ** 
epistle  inscribed  to  me  while  I  am  alive,  iB<i  5^ 
just  in  the  time  when  wit  and  wisdom  are  »«  ** 
height;  I  must  once  more  repeat  Cicero's deaire to* 
friend :  oma  me.    A  month  ago  were  sent  me  ^ 
by  a  friend  of  mine,  the  works  of  John  Ha|:beii«*<lM 
they  are  in  verse  and  prose.  I  never  heard  of  tbcntf 
in  my  life,  yet  I  find  your  name  as  a  sahsnibw^^ 
He  is  too  grave  a  poet  for  me,  and  I  think  »«»onj* 
TMdioeribus  in  prose  as  well  as  verse.    I  '*•'*' 
honour  to  know  Dr.  Bundle ;  he  ia  indeed  wortb  li- 
the rest  you  ever  sent  us,  but  that  is  sayiay  notja*- 
for  he  answers  your  character ;  I  have  dinetl  twn^ 
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1  his  eompany.  He  brought  orer  a  worthy  clergy* 
ita  of  this  kingdom  u  hii  chAplain,  whidi  wm  a 
fry  wiie  tnd  popular  action.  Hii  only  &ult  is, 
hat  be  drinka  no  wine,  and  I  drink  nothing  else. 

lliifl  kingdom  ii  now  abaolutely  itarring,  by  the 
MUM  of  erery  oppreaeion  that  can  be  inflicted  on 
itnkiod— thali  I  not  Tisit  for  theee  thingat  laith 
he  Lord.  Ton  adviie  me  right,  not  to  trouble  my- 
plf  about  the  world :  but  oppreaeion  tortures  me,  and 

cannot  life  without  meat  and  drink,  nor  get  either 
ritbout  money ;  and  money  ia  not  to  be  had,  except 
bey  will  make  me  a  bishop,  or  a  Judge,  or  a  colonel, 
r  a  commissioner  of  the  rerenuea.    Adieu. 

JoMATHAic  Swift. 


FROM  MR.  POPE. 
ro  answer  your  question  as  to  Mr.  Hughes,  what 
le  wanted  as  to  genius  he  made  up  as  an  honest 
oan :  but  he  was  of  the  class  you  think  him. 

I  am  glad  you  think  of  Dr.  Bundle  as  I  do.  He 
rili  be  an  honour  to  the  bishops,  and  a  disgrace  to 
•ne  bishop  ;  two  things  you  will  like :  but  what  you 
rill  like  more  particularly,  he  will  be  a  friend  and 
«nefactor  even  to  your  unfriended,  unbenefited  na- 
ion ;  he  will  be  a  friend  to  the  human  race  where- 
ver he  goes.  Pray  tell  him  my  best  wishes  for  his 
lealth  and  long  life  :  I  wish  you  and  he  came  OTcr 
ogether,  or  that  I  were  with  you.  I  ncTcr  saw  a  man 
0  seldom  whom  I  liked  so  much  as  Dr.  Bundle. 

Lord  Peterborough  I  went  to  take  a  last  leave  of 
t  bia  setting  sail  for  Lisbon :  no  body  can  be  more 
ruted,  no  soul  can  be  more  alive.  Immediately 
Aer  the  severest  operation,  of  being  cut  into  the 
^lajder  for  a  suppression  of  urine,  he  took  coach  and 
lot  from  Bristol  to  Southampton.  This  is  a  man  that 
rill  neither  live  nor  die  like  any  other  mortal. 

Poor  lord  Peterborough !  There  is  another  string 
ost  that  would  have  helped  to  draw  you  hither!  he 
ordered  on  his  death-bed  his  watch  to  be  given  me 
that  which  accompanied  him  in  all  his  travels),  with 
his  reason,  '*  That  I  might  have  something  to  put 
ne  every  day  in  mind  of  him."  It  was  a  present  to 
um  from  the  king  of  Sicily,  whose  arms  and  imignia 
M  graved  on  the  inner  case ;  on  the  outer  1  have 
>at  this  inscription :  **  Victor  Amadeutt  rsx  SieiluB, 
\ut  SabautUmt  ^e,  ^e,  Carolo  Mordauni,  ComUi  de 
^eterborow,  b,D,  Car*  Mar,  Com,  de  Pet.  Alez-^ 
^dro  Pope  moriene  legavit*     1735." 

Pray  write  to  me  a  little  oftener :  and  if  there  be 
^  thing  left  in  the  world  that  pleases  you,  tell  it  one 
rho  will  partake  of  it.  I  hear  with  approbation  and 
>leasure  that  your  present  care  is  to  relieve  the  most 
lelpless  of  this  world,  those  objects  [idiots  and  ma- 
uacs]  which  most  want  our  compassion,  though 
fcnerally  made  the  scorn  of  their  fellow-creatures, 
uch  as  are  leas  innocent  than  they.  You  always 
bink  generously ;  and  of  all  charities  this  is  the  most 
disinterested  and  least  vain-glorious,  done  to  such  as 
tever  will  thank  you,  or  can  praise  you  for  it, 

God  bless  you  with  ease,  if  not  with  pleasure ; 
vith  a  tolerable  state  of  health,  if  not  with  ita  full 
enjoyment;  with  a  resigned  temper  of  mind,  if  not  a 
^rj  cheerful  one.  It  is  upon  these  terms  I  live  my- 
<elf,  though  younger  than  you ;  and  1  repine  not  at 
oy  lot,  could  but  the  presence  of  a  few  that  I  love  be 
Mlded  to  these.    Adieu. 


FROM  LADY  BBTTY  GERMAIN. 

Septnnber4,'17S5. 
V  you  are  not  angry  with  me  for  my  long  silence, 
'  take  it  ill,  and  need  make  no  excuse ;  and  if  you 
iw  sngry,  then  I  would  wUliogly  make  you  sorry 
oo,  which  I  know  you  will  be  when  I  tell  you  that  I 


was  laid  up  at  Knowle  with  a  severe  fit  of  the  gout 
And  since  that  infallible  cure  for  all  diseases,  which 
all  great  fools  and  talkers  wiah  joy  of,  I  have  never 
been  quite  well,  but  have  had  conUnually  some  dis- 
order or  other  upon  me,  which  made  my  head  and 
spirita  unfit  for  writing,  or  indeed  doing  anything 
I  should ;  and  am  still  so  much  out  of  order,  that  I 
am  under  great  apprehensions  I  shall  not  be  able  to 
go  next  year  part  of  the  Journey  to  Ireland  vrith 
their  graoes ;  which  is  also  part  of  the  road  to  Dray- 
ton, where  I  intend  to  stay  till  November,  in  hopes 
that  summer  deferred  ita  coming  till  I  was  there :  for 
I  am  sure  hitherto  we  have  had  little  but  winter 
weather. 

I  am  glad  matters  are  settled  between  his  grace 
of  Dorset  and  you ;  and  I  dare  answer,  as  you  are 
both  right  thinkers,  and  of  course  upright  actors, 
there  wanta  but  little  explanation  between  you,  since 
I,  that  am  the  go-between,  can  easily  find  out  that 
he  has  as  sincere  a  value  ibr  you  as  you  have  for  him. 
I  do  assure  you  I  am  extremely  delighted,  that  since 
lady  Suffolk  would  take  a  master  (commonly  called 
a  husband),  she  chose  my  brother  George :  for  if  I  am 
not  partial  to  him,  which  indeed  I  do  not  know  that 
I  am,  his  sincere  value,  love,  and  esteem  Ibr  her 
must  make  him  a  good  one. 

We  are  now  fvSl  of  expectation  of  his  royal  high- 
ness*s  wedding.*  She  has  Jewels  bought  for  her,  and 
clothes  bespoke ;  and  a  gallery  of  communication  is 
making  between  his  apartment  and  St.  James's ;  but 
as  I  do  not  love  to  pry  into  mysteries  of  state,  I  do 
not  at  all  know  when  Uie  Udy  will  come  over. 

Tour  friend  Mrs  Floyd  is  grown  £it  and  vreU  un- 
der the  duchess  of  Dorset's  care  and  direction  at 
Knowle ;  and  my  saucy  niece  is  gone  for  a  lew  days 
(and  I  verily  believe  as  fiur  as  she  can  decently  help) 
to  her  lather's.  Our  friend  Curll  has  again  reprinted 
what  he  called  our  letters,  as  a  proper  third  part  of 
Mr.  Pope's.  He  should  have  made  those  bitter,  silly 
verses  on  me  to  have  been  his  too,  instead  of  sir  Wil- 
liam Trumbull's,  whom  they  Just  as  much  belonged 
to.  But  your  patrioto  are  so  afraid  of  suppressing  the 
press,  that  everybody  must  suffer  under  that  and  the 
lies  of  tihe  newspapera  without  hopes  of  redress. 
Adieu,  my  dear  dean. 

TO  DR.  SHERIDAN. 

Scptomhfr  It.  17M. 
HmB  is  a  very  ingenious  observation  upon  the 
days  of  the  week,  and  in  rhyme,  worth  your  obaerva- 
tion,  and  very  proper  for  the  information  of  boys 
and  girb,  that  Uiey  may  not  forget  to  reckon  them  : 
Sunday's  a  pun  day,  Monday's  a  dun  day,  Tuesday's 
a  news  day,  Wednesday's  a  friend's  day,  Thunday's 
a  cursed  day,  Friday's  a  dry  day,  Saturday's  the  lat- 
ter day.  I  intend  something  of  equal  use  upon  the 
months :  as  January,  women  vary.  I  sihail  likewise 
in  due  time  make  some  observation  upon  each  year 
as  it  passes.     So  for  the  present  year : 

One  thoasaod  trvea  handrvd  aad  thli^-flv«. 

Whan  only  tb«  d^—  and  b       ys  will  thrlvt. 

And  for  the  next : 

One  ChoQiaiid  wven  hundrBd  uoA  tfalrty-«ix. 
When  tbs  d— —  will  carry  tbc  b       pa  to  Stys. 

Perge: 
OoafhooniidiweBhnadradaadthirty-trvM,       * 
Whm  lh«  Wbi«a  mn  to  bllad  they  nlatake  beU  Ibr  bc«v*B. 

I  vrill  carry  these  predictions  no  further  than  to 
year  2001,  when  the  learned  think  the  world  will  be 
at  an  end,  or  the  fine-all  cat-a-strow-fee. 

The  laft  b  the  period,  two  thonaimt  aad  one. 

When  IB—  and  b—  to  hell  are  all  gone. 


•  Fndeiick,  theo  priace  of  Wales. 
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When  that  time  comes,  pray  rememher  the  disco- 
Terj  came  from  me. 

It  is  now  time  I  should  begin  my  letter.  I  hope 
you  got  safe  to  Cayan,  and  have  got  no  cold  in  those 
two  terrible  days.  All  your  friends  are  well,  and  I 
as  I  used  to  be.  I  received  yours.  My  humble  ser- 
Tice  to  your  lady  and  lore  to  your  children.  I  sup- 
pose you  have  aU  the  news  sent  to  you.  I  hear  of  no 
marriages  going  on.  One  dean  Cross,  an  eminent 
divine,  we  hear  is  to  be  bishop  of  Cork.  Stay  till  I 
ask  a  servant  what  Patrick's  bells  ring  for  so  late  at 
night — ^You  fellow,  is  it  for  joy  or  sorrow  t  I  be- 
lieve it  some  of  our  royal  birthdays.  O,  they  tell 
me  it  is  for  joy  a  new  master  is  chosen  for  the  cor- 
poration of  butchers.    So  farewell. 

FROM  LORD  BATHURST. 

CiraneesieT,  September  IS,  173ft. 
Dear  Dran, — Though  you  never  answer  any  of  my 
letters,  and  I  can  never  have  a  line  from  you  except 
in  Parliament-time  about  an  Irish  cauee,  I  do  insist 
that  without  delay  you  give  me,  either  by  yourself  or 
agents,  immediate  satisfaction  in  these  points.  First, 
whether  that  article  which  I  read  in  the  news  about 
one  Butler,  a  shooting  parson,  be  true  or  nott  Se- 
condly, whether  he  has  yet  begged  pardon,  and 
attested  upon  oath  that  it  was  without  design  and 
by  accident  that  the  gun  went  offi  In  case  the  fact 
be  true,  and  that  he  has  not  yet  made  any  sufficient 
or  reasonable  excuse,  I  require  of  you  that  you  do 
immediately  get  some  able  painter  to  draw  his  pic- 
ture and  send  it  over  to  me,  and  I  will  order  a  great 
number  of  prints  to  be  made  of  it,  which  shall  be 
dispersed  over  all  parts  of  the  known  world,  that 
such  a  worthless  rascal  may  not  go  anywhere  without 
being  known.  I  make  no  doubt  of  his  being  imme- 
diately drove  out  of  Ireland  ;  such  a  brutal  attempt 
upon  the  Drapier  cannot  be  borne  there;  and  he 
would  not  venture  into  England  when  these  prints  of 
his  person  are  sent  about,  for  he  would  certainly  be 
knocked  on  the  head  in  the  first  village  he  passes 
through.  Perhaps  he  may  think  to  skulk  in  Hol- 
land, the  common  refuge  of  all  scoundrels ;  but  he 
would  find  out  that  doctor  Swuft  (for  so  they  pro- 
nounce the  name)  is  in  great  esteem  there  for  his 
learning  and  political  vnritings.  In  France  he  would 
meet  with  worse  reception ;  for  his  wit  is  relished 
there;  and  many  of  his  tracts,  though  spoiled  by 
translation,  are  yet  more  admired  than  what  is  writ- 
ten by  any  among  themselves.  Should  he  go  into 
Spain,  he  would  &ad  that  Don  Swifto  is  in  the  highest 
estimation,  being  thought  to  be  lineally  descended 
from  Miguel  de  Cervantes,  by  a  daughter  of  Que- 
Tedo's.  Perhaps  he  may  think  to  be  safe  in  Poland 
during  the  time  of  these  troubles  :  but  I  can  assure 
bim,  from  the  mouth  of  a  Polish  lady  who  was  lately 
in  London,  byname  Madame  de  Montmorency  (for 
she  was  married  to  a  French  gentleman  of  that  great 
family),  that  Dr.  Swift  is  perfectly  well  known 
there ;  and  she  was  very  solicitous  to  know  whether 
he  were  a  Stanislaist  or  not,  she  being  a  sealous  par- 
tisan for  that  cause. 

Now  if  this  brute  of  a  parson  should  find  no  secu- 
rity in  Europe,  and  therefore  slip  into  the  East  In- 
dies in  some  Dutch  ship  (for  a  Dutchman  may  be 
found  who  would  carry  the  devil  for  a  stiver  or  two 
extraordinary),  he  will  be  confoundedly  surprised  to 
find  that  Dr.  Swift  is  known  in  China,  and  that  next 
to  Confucius  his  writings  are  in  the  greatest  esteem. 
The  missionaries  have  translated  several  European 
books  into  their  language  ;  but  I  am  well  informed 
that  none  of  them  have  taken  so  well  as  his ;  and  the 
Chinese,  who  are  a  very  ingenious  people,  reckon  Sif 
the  only  author  worth  reading.     It  is  well  known  that 


in  Persia  Konli  Khan  was  at  the  pains  to  tnasblr 
his  works  himself;  being  bom  a  Scotsman,  be  m- 
derstood  them  very  well,  and  I  am  credibly  infbracd 
that  he  read  **  The  BaUle  of  the  Books**  €tk6  night  l^- 
fore  he  gave  that  great  defeat  to  the  PetsiaB  ara^ 
If  he  hears  of  this,  he  may  imagine  that  he  ahali  fizk 
good  reception  at  Constantinople ;  but  he  wiB  (» 
bit  there ;  for  many  years  ago  an  English  reacgado 
slave  translated  E£fendi  Soif  for  tliem,  and  told  tkea 
it  was  vrritten  by  an  Englishman,  with  n  dea^n  te 
introduce  the  Mahometan  religion  ;  this  bsving  g«c 
him  his  liberty ;  and  although  it  is  not  believed  hj 
the  effendi,  the  book  and  the  author  are  in  the  greiif< 
esteem  among  tiiem.  If  he  goes  into  America,  V 
vrill  not  be  received  into  any  Rngilsh,  French,  » 
Spanish  settlement:  so  that  in  all  probability  be 
would  be  soon  scalped  by  the  wild  Indians ;  vl4  s 
truth  there  would  be  no  manner  of  shame  that  a  ha^ 
should  be  uncovered  that  has  so  little  brai&i  h.  11 
Brutality  and  ill  nature  proceed  from  the  want  <^' 
sense ;  therefore,  without  having  erer  heaid  of  k^ 
before,  I  can  decide  what  he  is  from  this  singlr  ir. 
tion.  Now  I  really  believe  no  layman  could  lai*. 
done  such  a  thing.  The  wearing  petticoats  givs  t<) 
most  of  the  clergy  (a  few  only  excepted  of  saivrs? 
understanding)  certain  feminine  dinpositions.  Tbn 
are  commonly  subject  to  malice  and  enTy,  and  ^.^t 
more  free  vent  to  those  passions ;  posaibly  §or  ti 
same  reason  that  women  are  observed  to  do  so»  be- 
cause they  cannot  be  called  to  account  for  it  W^ 
one  of  us  does  a  brutal  action  to  another,  he  asr 
have  his  head  broke  or  be  whipped  throt^  'J^ 
lungs :  but  all  who  wear  petticoau  are  secure  bin 
such  accidents.  Now,  to  avoid  further  troubk.  I 
hope  by  this  time  his  gown  is  stripped  off  his  b^ 
and  the  boys  of  DubUn  have  drawn  hint  thro«2fh  1 
horse-pond.  Send  me  an  account  of  this  and  I  fki!* 
be  satisfied.  Adieu,  dear  dean ;  I  am  got  to  the  e^i 
of  my  paper,  but  you  may  be  asaured  that  my  re^t 
for  you  will  only  end  with  the  last  breath  ofxiier 
fiiithful  servant. 

FROM  DR.  SHERIDAN. 

Cavuk,  Septenkliev  IT.  t«3S> 
Dear  Sir, — £1  x»f  not  butt  reap  rhyme  and  »  ia 
wry  tinn  sow  long  an  ape  is  till  a  bout  bees  kneei 
when  Tom  eye  Noll  edge  •»  cool  das  eas  i  lyre  rni 
a  pun  no  thing.  MwWi^  ^*,  what  Tg  la^  f^*»  " 
wX.ufs  in  e  veri  epistolas  fi4«  Inn  Angle  owe  Lss 
Tigh  no  t  Cann  knot  yew  right  in  nap  lean  met  hooi, 
as  I  do  1  iifit  iv  m^i  mnf  all  o  key  shmis.  But  ck^ 
gay  tann  other  subject  toss  at  her  eyes  bis  eyed  mi 
wife!*  The  woman  is  grown  good  Ibr  nothi^' 
However,  I  would  not  have  her  so  modi  abused,  bat 
when  she  deserves  it.  I  no  use  itis  e  veri  de  of  hie 
life,  but  I  sea  it  is  not  rue ;  for  itis  only  c  veri 
fit.  She  swears  if  heu  come  tuck  hare  Ann,  she 
give  you  1  l«vf  Inn  the  chops.^ 

I  beg  pardon  for  troubling  you  so  long  with  bes- 
ness,  and  therefore  I  will  now  be  as  merry  as  I  oa. 
The  devil  a  farthing  I  can  get  among  my  teaaatib^ 
cows,  bullocks,  and  sheep.  Will  vou  let  lackaaw 
whether  such  coin  can  pass  in  Dunlin  1  thai  T  bit 

Say  you  some  money  which  I  owe.     My  porw.  G^d 
elp  me,  is  grown  as  slender  as  a  famished  wessti 
I  long  much  to  see  it  have  an  alderman's  belly;  bid 


■  *'  I  cannot  bat  feprlmand  you  for  wriliBC  "o 
about  businen.when  to  my  knowledge  you  could  as  «i»sihr 
upon  nothing.  Mr.  Dmu,  wbai  U  yoar  mivaiag  lo  fJky  m  « 
in  every  eplitle  you  write  in  Anglo-LAtino?  CanMik  ^on  «n» 
in  a  plain  method,  as  I  do  ?  I  know  you  are  a  panwr  f*  »^ 
oocsKions.  Hut  nmnnnt  ynu  frt  snothni  snljiitUnniijis  Isirfr 
mv  wife  ?" 

^  "  I  know  you  say  it  Is  every  day  of  bee  life,  bat  I  m;  «  ■ 
not  true,  for  it  is  only  every  hour  of  it.  SSie  sweara  if  yea  a** 
to  Cavan  the  will  give  you  a  dowis  in  tibe  chofok" 
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lotado,  Mr.  Dean,  quando  t  We  cannot  lay  tbat 
or  weather  U  the  deyil  here ;  for  it  is  all  water.  If 
;  cooiinuei,  I  moat  have  thoughti  of  building  an 
rk ;  but  I  thaU  not,  like  Noah»  let  any  unclean  beast 
Dter.  Eat  pone  linck  waiter  conjux.  [Et  pone 
Inquetur  conjux.]  My  mutton  is  growing  too  fat, 
od  I  want  you  much  to  eat  of  it  while  it  is  in  its 
rime.  I  hear  of  no  cadger  going  to  Dublin,  or  I 
rould  lend  you  a  basket  full  of  it.  AU  I  can  do 
ow  is  to  send  a  fine  roasted  shoulder  in  my  wishes, 
nd  pray  invite  Mrs.  Whiteway  to  share  of  it.  I 
riih  you  both  a  good  stomach  to  it,  with  all  my 
eart.  Pray  do  not  chide  her  for  asking  you  to  eat, 
I  you  used  to  do.    I  assure  you  (if  I  may  be  allowed 

0  judge)  she  presses  you  to  her  Tictuals  out  of  pure 
9od  nature  and  friendship. 

I  am  sorry  that  the  shortnets  of  my  last  letter  gare 
ou  cause  to  complain.  This  shall  may  cup  for  that 
leaf  he  she  Ann  she,  {make  up  for  that  deficiency] 
it  I  have  laid  in  a  good  stock  of  iesming  this  last 
reek;  and  therefore  quoniam  tu  inter  literatoa  pri- 
Bariaeedes  in  dasse,  quorundam  decanorum  nomina 
minime  nostratium)  qui  seientiis  omnigenis  inda- 
uerunt,  tibi  mittam.  Thb  part  I  mention  in  Latin, 
or  fear  the  letter  should  fail  into  dean  Crosse's 
landa. 

Having  lately  read  a  rery  entertaining  book,  whose 
itie-page  runs  thus— Ifutotre  Generals  dea  Pai»4>a»f 

met  with  accounts  of  seyeral  great  men  whose 
lamet  1  never  read  before,  and  every  one  of  them 
rere  deans,  sonae  became  bishops,  others  cardinals : 
il  of  them  on  account  of  their  great  learning  and 
oerit.  Lord,  have  mercy  upon  us!  Christ,  have 
oercy  upon  us !  How  the  world  is  altered  since  \ 
)ut  )ou  must  know,  that  Charles  the  Great  lived  in 
tiat  age,  alias  Char  Lay  Main.  Now  for  the  great 
chulars  I  promised.  Among  those  who  became 
iahops  of  Antwerp,  you  will  find  Philip  Nigri,  Au- 
lert  Vanden  Bade,  Jean  Ferdinand  de  Benghem, 
^erre  Joseph  Franken-Sierstorflil  Among  those  of 
)oi&-le.Duc,  Clement  Crabeels,  Gisbert  Masins, 
klicbel  OphoTC*  Joseph  de  Bergaigne.  In  the  same 
own  you  will  find  among  the  Yicaires  Apostoliques, 
ienr)-  Van  Leempute,  Josse  Houbraecken,  Martin 
►teyaert,  Pierre,  Govaerts,  Ac.  Ac.  Ac.  The  next  place 
rou  diue  you  may  make  a  figure  with  those  names,  and 
iience  even  Robin  Leslie.*  But  a  pox  upon  leani- 
ng, I  say.   It  is  enough  to  turn  a  man's  head.   I  have 

1  great  mind  to  have  done  with  it ;  for  the  devil  a 
hing  !•  to  be  got  by  it.     Ideireo  Ubris  valedieo, 

1  cannot,  now  my  memory  serves  me,  omit  an  ac* 
ouQt  of  some  learned  physicians,  which  I  read  of  in 
|ther  authors,  vis.,  Hermannus  Conringius,  Lucas 
khrochius,  Melchior  Sebisiua,  Sebastian  SchefTerus, 
'ueroerus  Eolflnckius,  Hofiinannus  Altorfi,  Seb. 
'oriu«  Lugani,  Petrus  Dapples,  Theodore  Kereh- 
ingiut,  Regnenis  de  Graef,  Swammerda,  Antonius 
•carellius,  Hieronymus  Copelazsi,  Jacobus  Gonsato, 
lernardinus  Malacreda,  Johannes  Petrus  Lotlchius, 
'bristianus  Keekins,  Julius  Richeltus,  Joan.  Chris- 
opb.  Vaganseilius,  Jacobus  Kerscherus,  Antonius 
tfagliabechius,  and  many  others.  Pray  ask  Grattan 
kow  many  of  these  he  has  read. 

You  say,  (I  thank  you  for  that,)  That  you  know 
lobody.  No  matter  for  tbat ;  so  much  the  better  for 
ae,  because  I  know  everybody  knows  you,  and  there- 
ore  more  likely  to  succeed  in  subscriptions  for  mice 
ool.  Pray  is  this  letter  long  enough  1  If  it  be  not, 
end  it  back,  and  I  will  fill  the  other  side.  In  the 
aean  time  I  remain  your  most  obedient  and  very 
tumble  serve  aunt,  Thomas  Shbbioan, 


Mice  or  vice  two  awl  my  if  rends.     [My  service  to 
all  my  friends.] 

Send  me  word  what  o'clock  it  is,  that  I  may  set  my 
watch  by  yours. 

FROM  DR.  KINO. 

Loudon.  Saptcmber  SO.  1735. 
Sir, — Soon  after  I  came  into  England  I  was  obliged 
to  cross  the  seas  again,  and  go  into  France,  upon  a 
business  of  consequence  to  my  private  affairs.  I  am 
but  Just  returned  to  this  place,  where  I  have  met  with 
vour  letter  of  21  st  of  last  month.  Since  you  are  so 
kind  as  to  repeat  me  the  promise  you  made  me  when  I 
was  in  Ireland,  I  shall  expect  the  paper  with  the 
greatest  impatience.  While  I  was  reading  vour  letter, 
a  person  cidled  on  me  who  does  business  for  you.  I 
was  in  hopes  he  had  brought  it  with  him  ;  but  he  told 
me  it  would  be  sent  by  another  hand.  I  will  say  no- 
thing more  of  it  here,  than  that  I  am  very  sure  it  will 
please  the  public,  and  do  honour  to  the  author. 

The  gentleman  concerning  whom  you  inquire  is 
a  member  of  our  hall ;  but  I  have  never  yet  seen  him. 
He  bad  left  Oxford  about  the  time  I  came  from 
Dublin,  to  spend  the  summer  vacation  in  Hereford- 
shire. My  son,  who  is  well  acquainted  with  him, 
assures  me  that  he  is  very  sober,  that  he  studies  hard, 
and  constantly  attends  the  exercises  of  the  house. 
But  I  shall  be  able  to  give  you  a  more  particular  ac- 
count of  him  the  next  term,  when  I  shall  probably 
meet  him  in  the  hall ;  and  he  shall  find  me  ready  to 
do  him  any  kind  of  service  that  may  be  in  my  power. 

I  do  not  know  whether  my  lawsuit  will  force  me 
into  Ireland  again  the  next  term ;  as  yet  I  have  not 
received  any  summons  from  my  managers.  T  should 
indeed  be  well  pleased  to  defer  my  Journey  till  the 
next  spring,  for  Dublin  is  not  a  veiy  good  winter  abode 
for  a  water-drinker.  However,  I  do  not  neglect  my 
defence,  especially  that  part  of  it  which  you  mention. 
It  is  now  in  such  forwardness,  that,  as  I  compute,  it 
will  be  finished  in  six  weeks  at  furthest.  There  are 
some  alterations,  which  I  hope  you  wUl  approve. 

I  rejoice  to  hear  that  the  honest  doctor  [Sheridan] 
has  good  success  in  his  new  school.  If  the  load  of 
his  baggage  should  endanger  his  vessel  sgain,  I  think 
he  has  no  other  remedy  left  but  to  throw  it  into  the 
sea.  What  is  he  doing  with  bis  hon  moU  f  and  when 
docs  he  design  to  send  them  abroad  t 

My  son,  who  is  verv  proud  to  be  in  your  thoughts, 
desires  me  to  present  his  moat  humble  service  to  you. 
I  am,  with  great  truth,  sir,  your  most  obedient  and 
most  humble  servant,  W.  Kino. 


*  Mr.  Utlto  was  the  most  inoetnnt  talker,  one  of  them,  in 

,.  *?'*^*    However,  he  had  a  great  variety  of  ieaming.  and 
tlkod  Well. 


TO  DR.  SHERIDAN. 

September  SO,  17S9. 
Tbstbmoat  vras  the  going  out  ot  the  last  lord- 
ma>or,  and  to-day  the  coming  in  of  the  new,  who  la 
Alderman  Grattan.  The  duke*  was  at  both  din- 
ners, but  I  thought  it  enough  to  go  to-day,  and  I 
came  away  before  six,  with  very  little  meat  or 
drink.  The  club  [the  Irish  parliament]  meets  in  a 
week,  and  I  determine  to  leave  the  town  as  soon 
as  possible,  for  I  am  not  able  to  live  within  Um 
air  of  such  rascals ;  but  whither  to  go,  or  how  far 
my  health  will  permit  me  to  travel,  I  cannot  tell ; 
for  my  mind  misgives  me,  that  you  are  neither  in 
humour  nor  capacity  to  receive  me  a  guest  I  had 
your  law-letter.  Those  things  require  serious  con- 
sideration :  in  order  to  bring  them  to  a  due  perfection, 
a  wise  man  will  prepare  a  large  fund  of  idioms, 
which  are  highly  useful  when  literally  tran«lated  by 
a  skilful,  eloquent  hand,  and,  except  our  Laimo^ 
AngUfCMa^  is  the  most  necessary  as  well  as  orna- 
mental piart  of  human  learning.  But  then  we  most 
■  Hw  ^Bhs  of  Doiait,  lofdUsuleoani, 
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take  specUl  care  of  infiuing  the  most  useful  precepta 
for  the  direction  of  human  life,  particularly  for  in- 
■tructlng  princes  and  great  minitten,  distributing 
out  praises  and  censures  with  the  utmost  impartiality 
and  j ustice.  This  is  what  I  have  presumed  to  attempt, 
although  yery  conscious  to  myself  of  my  inferior 
abilities  for  such  a  performance.  I  begin  with  **  lady ;" 
and  because  the  Judicious  Mr.  Locke  says  it  is  neces- 
sary to  settle  terms  before  we  write  upon  any  sub- 
ject, I  describe  a  certain  female  of  your  acquaintance, 
whose  name  shall  be  "  Dorothy  ;*'  it  is  in  the  follow- 
ing manner  :*  "  Dolis  astra  per,  astra  mel,  a  sus,  a  quo- 
que  et ;  atra  pes,  an  id  lar,  alas  ibo  nes,  a  pr»  ter,  at 
at  lar,  avi  si  ter,  age  ipsi,  astro  lar,  an  empti  pate,  ara> 
lar,  aram  lar,  an  et,  ades  e  rer,  ast  rumpet,  ad  en,  a 
gam  lar,  agrum  lar,  ac  ros  pus,  afflat  error,  ape  e  per, 
as  noti  nos,  ara  Ter,  adbuc  stare,  asso  fis  ter,  avi  per, 
ad  rire  lar,  age  lar,  apud  lar,  a  fis  lar,  a  fis  ter,  a  far 
ter,  as  hi  ter,  annus  lar,  a  mus  lar,  arat  lar,  a  minzi- 
mus,  a  prata  pace,  a  gailo  per,  a  siye.**  Most  learned 
sir,  I  entreat  you  will  please  to  observe,  (since  I  must 
speak  in  the  vulgar  language,)  that  in  the  above  forty- 
three  denominations  for  females,  many  of  them  end 
with  the  domestic  deity  Lar,  to  show  that  women 
were  chiefly  created  for  family  affairs ;  and  yet  I  can- 
not hear  that  any  other  author  hath  made  the  same 
remark.  I  have  likewise  begun  a  treatise  of  geogra- 
phy (the  Angloanglarians  call  it  erroneously  Jog 
Aaiph  I.)  '*Mei  quo  te  summo  fitt  Astra  canis  a 
miti  citi ;  an  dy  et  All  cantis  qui  te  as  bigas  it.  Bar  • 
ba  dos  is  morepopulus.  An  tego  is  a  des  arti  here."** 
I  have  a  third  treatise  to  direct  young  ladies  in  read- 
ing. **  Ama  dis  de  Gallis  a  fine  histori,  an  dy  et  Belli 
anis  is  ab  et  er.  Summ  as  eurus  Yalent  in  an  Dorso 
ne  iathmos  te  legant  ovum  alto  bis  ure.  I  canna 
me  fore  do  mesti  can!  males  o  falli  que  nat  ure ;  na 
mel  I,  ac  at  arat,  amesti  fanda  Isedi ;  I  me  ad  amo 
usto  o  ;  a  lasdi  inde  edi  mite  ex  ccptas  a  beasti  e  ver- 
me  et  aram  lingo  ut.  Pneis  mi  cum  pari  sono  dlus 
omor« 

I  believe  some  evil  spirit  has  got  possession  of  you 
and  a  few  others,  in  conceiving  I  have  any  power 
with  the  duke  of  Dorset,  or  with  any  one  bishop  or 
man  of  power.  I  did  but  glance  a  single  word  to  the 
duke  about  as  proper  a  thing  as  he  could  do,  and  yet 
he  turned  it  off  to  some  other  discourse.  Tou  say 
one  word  of  my  mouth  will  do,  &c.  I  believe  the 
rhyme  of  my  word  would  do  Just  as  much.  Am  I  not 
universally  knovm  to  be  one  who  dislikes  all  present 
persons  and  proceedings  1  Another  writes  to  desire 
that  I  would  prevail  on  the  archbishop  of  Dublin  to 
give  him  the  best  prebend  of  St.  Patrick's.  Let 
bishop  Clayton  allow  the  resignation,  since  Don- 
nellan  Is  provided  for.  I  mentioned  to  the  duke 
that  Donnellan  should  be  dean  of  Cork,  on  purpose 
to  further  the  resignation  of  old  Caulfield,  but  it 
would  not  do,  though  Caulfield  seems  to  have  some 
hopes,  and  it  is  bishop  Clayton's  &olt  if  he  does  not 
yield,  Sx,  

FOM  MR.  MOTTE. 

London,  October  4,  1735. 
HoNOUBSD  Sir, — ^Mrs.  Launcelot,  who  dined  with 
me  to-day,  and  desired  me  to  present  her  humble 
service,  showed  me  part  of  a  letter  from  you,  which 

•  Thtt  is  a  llat  of  epidteli,  m  a  itupper,  a  stninmel.  ke. 

^  "  May  I  quote  lome  of  it  ?  Attracan  ii  a  mighty  dty,  and 
yet'Alicant  is  as  big  at  it.  Bubadoes  is  more  populous.  An- 
tigua IS  a  desert,  I  liear.** 

•  *'  AnadU  de  Gaul  is  a  line  kistoiy,  sod  yet  Belianis  Is  a 
better.  Some  assure  us  Valentine  and  Orson  is  theimost  elegant 
of  them  all  to  be  sure.  I  can  name  four  domestic  auinials  of  a 
like  nature ;  namely,  a  cat,  a  rat,  a  masttfT,  and  a  lady.  I  may 
add  a  mouse  too.  A  lady,  indeed,  I  might  asoepi  as  e  beast  I 
•ver  met  a-rambling  out.    Pray,  Is  my  com|iari»oft  odions,  or 


gave  me  so  mnch  fsoiioeni»  that  I  woold  moi  let  t 
post  slip  without  writing  to  you  upon  the  «ib)eci  d 
it.  You  are  pleased  to  express  an  apprdbCBsaoa 
that  Mrs.  Fentpn's  money  has  not  hein  reguisrij 
paid>  because^  you  have  not  hMord  firasa.  ne  far  above 
a  twelvemonth.  .  I  hope  I  have  aeeooiited  to  jva 
satisfaction  for  my  silence  in  a  letlm  which  Un. 
Hyde  delivered  to  you  since  the  dete  of  yeua  to 
Mrs.  Launcelot ;  and  oa  to  Mis  JPenton's  tanmsj.  1 
have  punctually  paid  it*  and  abaU  ooatiiuie  to  do  w 
until  I  receive  your  commands  to  the  oontnvy.  Hie 
next  payment  will  be  called  for  a  fisw  days  sftn 
the  1st  of  November*  and  tin  leas  joo  forbid  k 
before  that  time  I  shall  pay  iu  Mx.  Feoton,  krr 
son,  who  receives  it,  is  a  man  of  worth  end  hoamz, 
and  I  am  persuaded  will  return  me  the  moac;, 
should  it  be  paid  him  from  aaj  other  quarter.  I 
am  surprised  to  find  by  Mrs.  awde  thet  mv  lift, 
which  was  written  the  latter  end  of  July,  hid  a> 
slow  a  passage  as  not  to  come  to  yonr  head  nntil  iLr 
13th  of  September. 

T  have  been  so  particular  (I  foer  even  te  tedicai^ 
ness)  in  that  letter,  that  I  have  nothing  to  add,  bar 
a  repetition  of  the  sincere  profession  I  there  ns^ 
that  I  am,  with  all  possible  gFatitude»  tmth*  and  ee- 
cerity,  sir,  your  obliged  and  obedient  hamUt 
servant*  B.  Mom. 


FROM  DR.  SHBRIDAN. 

OeiolMr  S.  nsi 
DsAB  Sia, — ^!n  the  first  place  I  was  heartily  T^yakt^ 
to  see  your  letter,  for  I  was  airaid  jou  were  not  wA 
Now  I  shsll  answer  as  moeh  ss  my  time  will  perr.it: 
(but  before  I  proceed,  remember  I  expcet  yon  ht^ 
next  Saturday ;  for  I  am  both  in  humour  end  eapenn 
to  receive  you.    I  shsll  get  your  answer  on  Thursdaj 
next,  and  then  I  riiall  go  as  for  as  Yirginie  to  mt*: 
you.     Leave  Dublin  on  Wednesday ;  ride  to  Duh 
ahaglan  that  day,  13  miles.    From  thenee  to  Navie 
en  Thursday,  II  miles.    A  Friday  to  Vii;giiria,  U 
miles,  where  I  will  meet  yon  that  ereadng  wicb  a 
couple  of  bottles  of  the  best  wine  in  Irefand,  and  a 
piece  of  my  own  mutton,  Ac.    A  Saturday  momiK 
we  set  out  for  Cavan,  where  yon  will  find  dinne 
ready  at  your  arrival.   Bring  a  cheeee-toeeter  to  dc>  > 
mutton-chop  now  and  then :  and  do  not  ibiget  so»» 
rice ;  we  hare  none  good  here ;  but  aU  other  eetalia 
in  perfection.)    I  b^  pardon  for  the  lon^  foieyiin 
parenthesis,  (the  next  shall  be  shorter ;)  yon  te^  n 
waa  necessary.    Ure  Dolis  a  de  vel  it  hine.    Mi  moliB' 
abuti,  an  angell  se.    An  has  fine  lis,  a  fine  face,  abr? 
ast  as  no,  al^lli  fera  que  en.  And!  me  qais  mi  car  A 
as  I  pies.  As  for  your  Jogg  Balph  m,  1  may  my 
out  vanity,  that  I  exceed  you  as  nr  as 
west.    First,  with  submission,  you  ahonid  haw  be> 
gun  with  the  Poles  Are  Tick  Ann  Terr  Tick,  nee 
the  May  read  dye  Ann,  the  £ak  water,  the  whoiv 
Eyes  on,  the  Eak  lip  Tick,  the  Tnnr  Pick  of  can  sr. 
the  Trow  pick  of  Cap  rye  com,  or  Cap  Rick  hen,  thr 
twelve  signes  Are  I  ease.  Tower  ns.  Jay  me  ka«^ 
Can  Sir,  lay  O,  Yeer  goe,  lye  brav,  (qnodi  the  SeeSol- 
man,}  Sage  it  are  eye  us.  Can  wiye  eom  na,  baei 
weary  us,  and  piss  is :  together  with  Cnll  ew«n. 
Zounds,  and  Climb  bsts,  ^.  &c.*    In  order  to  gin 
you  a  fall  idea  of  the  chief  towna  in  BoropCp  I  tfasf 
only  mention  some  of  lord  Peterborongh'a  lamUca. 
He  had  liketobreakalLMfroninPorti]^:  faeif^ 
rid  through  Spain :  he  could  not  find  itoomin  Itah : 
he  was  CantiafU  in  a  puU  among  the  Tnrlca:  he  nwc 
with  his  namesake  P^ter**  WyA,  in  Hnsk  O  vy« :  ks 
had  like  to  Craek  O  in  Poland :  when  he  came  tu  T^ 
any,  he  did  there /Mr  manir.*  in  Fmnee  he  dedarsii 

•  AU  the  terms  of  gvoKtsphy  are  hsw 
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the  king  of  Ghreftt  Britain,  with  Its  king  upon  Che 
Par  w .'  in  a  certain  northern  country  he  took  a  frolic 
to  put  on  a  Fryer's  Cope ;  and  then  he  was  in  Cop^ 
M  Hag  m.    Pray*  Dean  mark  that.    In  Holland  he 
met  with  aG^-OMMter,— Dam  yon,  taid  he  in  a  paa- 
^ion,  for  a  cheat :  he  was  there  poxed  by  a  whore ;  and 
he  cried  out,  Rot  her  dam  her.    Thus  far  I  know  of 
hi*  traTcls  to  the  Low  Countries,  and  no  further. 
Thus  fax  you  see  I  am  in  humour :  although  the  devil 
be  in  one  end  of  my  house,  I  defy  her,  because  I 
have  the  other  for  you  and  me.    Another  thing  I 
must  promise  when  you  come,  that  we  shall  not 
quit  our  learned  correspondence,  but  write  up  and 
down  stairs  to  one  another,  and  still  keep  on  our 
a^n^^iLble  flights.     The  dcTil  take  aU  the  B's  in 
Christendom,  for  a  pack  of  saucy  scabs.    When  you 
are  here  you  will  despise  them  all ;  and  you  shall  be 
troubled  with  no  club,  but  such  as  will  keep  you 
out   of  the  dirt     Do  not  lose  this  good  weather,  I 
be«eech  you;  for  everything  is  reaidy  for  you.     If 
you  do  not  like  your  lodgings,  you  shall  not  pay  a 
farthing ;  and  if  you  do,  I  have  the  remedy  in  my 
own  purse.     Do  not  think  to  sponge  upon  me  for 
anything  but  meat,  drink,  and  lodging ;  for  I  do 
assure  you,  as  the  world  goes,  I  can  afford  you  no- 
thing else.    Yes,  I  beg  pardon,  I  can  giro  your 
homes  good  grass,  and  perhaps  a  fee^  of  oats  now 
and  then.     My  turf  is  all  home,  so  is  my  com,  but 
my  hay  not  yet.     I  expect  it  on  Monday,  which,  is 
the   next  day  after  Sunday,  the  very  day  you  will 
receive  this,  the  day  before*  Tuesday,  and  I  hope  two 
days  before  you  begin  your  journey,  which  I  hope 
will  be  a  happv  one.    May  you  arrive  safe,  is  the 
sincere  wish  of,  dear  sir,  your  most  obedient  and 
rery  humble  servantt  Thomas  Shskidaii. 

FROM  DR.  SICAN. 

Puis,  Octobw  80,  17S5. 
HoNOUBXD  Bin, — ^Mr.  Arbuthnot's  absence  from 
Paris  was  the  occasion  of  his  not  receiving  your  kind 
letter  till  within  these  few  days ;  but  upon  the  re- 
ception of  it  he  treated  me  with  great  civility,  invited 
me  to  dinner,  and  inquired  very  earnestly  concern- 
iug^  your  health,  which  was  drunk  by  a  large  com- 
pany then  present ;  for  though  you  were  pleased  to 
tell  me  yon  had  no  acquaintance  at  Paris,  I  can  safely 
affirm  that,  as  oftm  as  I  have  been  for  half  an  hour 
vrith  any  English  gentlemen,  some  one  or  other  has 
bad  the  vanity  to  say  he  knew  you.  He  has,  in  a 
very  obliging  manner,  promised  me  any  acts  of 
friendship  in  his  power,  whether  I  remain  at  Paris 
3r  sbould  proceed  to  the  south  of  France ;  and  seems 
to  be  a  gentleman  possessed  of  a  large  share  of  wit, 
rood,  humour,  sincerity,  and  honesty;  though,  upon 

I  he  closest  inspection,  I  could  not  perceive  the  hair 
LSI  tbe  palm  of  his  hand.  I  have  met  vrith  another 
L'xception  to  that  rule  in  the  chevalier  Bamsay,  who 
iendjs  you  his  best  respects.  I  have  employed  the 
rreateat  part  of  this  summer  in  taking  a  view  of  every. 
jKinff  curious  within  four  leagues  of  this  city ;  but 
tliAll  not  trouble  you  with  a  detail  of  palaces,  paint- 
txga^  statues,  Ac.,  as  I  flatter  myself  Mr.  Arbuthnot's 
riendly  soliciUtions,  joined  to  a  due  regard  to  your 
ieA>lth,  will  prevail  upon  you  to  undertake  that 
oiir»ey  next  summer.  The  roads  are  excellent, 
yost'Chaises  very  commodious,  and  the  beds  the  best 

II  tbe  world;  but  the  face  of  the  country  in  general 
«  very  wreUJied ;  of  which  I  cannot  mention  a  more 
l^^ly  instance  than  that  you  meet  with  wooden 
ikoe«  and  cottages  like  those  in  Ireland  before  you 
ose  sight  of  Vexsailles.  I  am  persuaded,  sir,  you 
viU  fin<i  ^  particular  pleasure  in  taking  a  view  of  the 
^'resich  noblemen's  houses,  arising  from  the  simi- 
iti^de  between  the  good  treatment  the  Houyhnhnms 
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meet  with  here  and  that  which  you  have  observed 
in  your  former  travels.  The  stables  that  Lewis  XIY. 
has  built  are  very  magnificent ;  I  should  do  them  an 
injury  in  comparing  them  to  the  palace  of  St.  James's, 
yet  these  seem  but  mean  to  any  one  who  has  seen 
that  of  the  duke  of  Bourbon  at  Chantilli,  which  lies 
in  a  straight  line,  and  contains  stalU  for  near  a 
thousand  horses,  with  large  intervals  between  each ; 
and  might  very  well,  at  first  view,  be  mistaken  for  a 
noble  palace:  some  hundreds  of  yahoos  are  con- 
stantly employed  in  keeping  it  clean.  But  if  any 
one  would  be  astonished,  he  must  pay  a  visit  to  the 
machine  of  Marly,  by  means  of  which  water  is  raised 
half  a  mile  up  a  hill,  and  from  thence  conveyed  a 
league  further  to  Versailles,  to  supply  the  water- 
works. Lewis  might  have  saved  this  vast  expense, 
and  have  had  a  more  agreeable  situation,  finer  pros- 
pects, and  water  enough,  by  building  his  palace  near 
the  river ;  but  then  he  would  not  have  conquered 
nature. 

Upon  reading  Boileau's  account  of  the  PetU  Mai- 
son^  or  Bedlam  of  Paris,  I  was  tempted  to  go  see  it : 
it  is  a  low  flat  building,  vrithout  any  upper  rooms, 
and  might  be  a  good  plan  for  that  you  intend  to  found, 
but  that  it  takes  up  a  greater  space  than  tbe  city  per- 
haps would  give;  this  is  common  to  men  and  wo- 
men :  there  is  another,  vastly  more  capacious,  and 
consisting  of  several  stories,  called  the  Hospital  des 
Femmety  for  the  use  of  the  fair  sex  only.  I  shall  not 
presume  to  take  up  any  part  of  your  time  in  describ- 
ing the  people  of  France,  since  they  have  been  so 
excellently  painted  by  Julius  Cesar  near  two  thou- 
sand years  ago  :  if  there  be  any  difference,  they  are 
obliged  for  it  to  the  tailors  and  peruke-makers.  The 
ladies  only  might  help  to  improve  the  favourable 
opinion  you  have  always  entertained  of  the  sex,  upon 
account  of  their  great  usefulness  to  mankind,  learn* 
ing,  modesty,  and  many  other  valuable  qualities.  I 
should  have  informed  you,  sir,  that  Mr.  Arbuthnot 
inquired  very  kindly  after  Mr.  Leslie  :  but  as  I  have 
not  die  honour  to  know  that  gentleman,  I  was  not 
able  to  satisfy  him,  but  referred  him  to  you,  who  can 
do  it  much  better  than,  sir,  your  most  obliged  humble 
servant,  J«  Sican. 


TO  MR.  POPE. 

October  21, 17S». 
I  ANSWiRBD  your  letter  relating  to  Curll,  &c.  I 
believe  my  letters  have  escaped  being  published,  be- 
cause I  write  nothing  but  nature  and  friendship,  and 
particular  incidents  which  could  make  no  figure  in 
writing.  I  have  observed  that  not  only  Voiture,  but 
likewise  Tully  and  Pliny,  Mrrit  their  letters  for  the 
public  view,  more  than  for  the  sake  of  their  corre- 
spondents ;  and  I  am  glad  of  it,  on  account  of  the 
entertainment  they  have  given  me.  Balsac  did  the 
same  thing,  but  wiUi  more  stiffness,  and  consequently 
less  diverting:  now  I  must  tell  you  that  you  are 
to  look  upon  me  as  one  going  very  &st  out  of  the 
world :  but  my  fiesh  and  bones  are  to  be  carried  to 
Holyhead,  for  I  will  not  lie  in  a  country  of  slaves. 
It  pleases  me  to  find  that  you  begin  to  dislike  things 
in  spite  of  your  philosophy  ;  your  muse  cannot  for- 
bear her  hinU  to  that  purpose.  I  cannot  travel  to 
see  you ;  otherwise  I  solemnly  protest  I  would  do 
it.  I  have  an  intention  to  pass  this  winter  in  the 
country  with  a  friend  forty  miles  off,  and  to  ride  only 
ten  miles  a-day,  yet  is  my  health  so  uncertain  that  I 
fear  it  will  not  be  in  my  power.  I  often  ride  a  docen 
miles,  but  I  come  home  to  my  bed  at  night :  my  best 
way  would  be  to  marry,  for  in  that  case  any  bed  would 
be  better  than  my  own.  I  found  you  a  very  young 
man,  and  I  left  you  a  middle-aged  one ;  you  knew 
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me  a  middle-aged  man,  and  now  I  am  an  old  one. 

Where  is  my  lord 1  methinks  I  am  inquiring 

after  a  tulip  of  last  year. — **  Ton  need  not  apprehend 
any  Curlls  meddling  with  your  letters  to  me ;  I  will 
not  destroy  them,  but  have  ordered  my  executors  to 
do  that  office."  I  haye  a  thousand  things  more  to 
■ay,  longa  vitas  ett  garrula,  but  I  must  remember  I 
have  other  letters  to  write  if  I  have  time,  which  I 
spend  to  tell  you  so  ;  I  am,  ever  dearest  sir,  your, 
£c  Jonathan  Swift. 


FROM  THE  REV.  MR.  DONNELXAN. 

Cloyne,  Oetobor  SI. 
Sib, — Though  I  ha^e  hitherto  forbore  troubling  you 
with  my  acknowledgments  for  many  faTours  which 
Tery  justly  demanded  them,  yet  the  late  application 
to  the  duke  in  my  behalf  (which  I  had  an  account 
of  from  my  sister)  is  such  an  instance  of  kindness  and 
regard  as  will  not  suffer  me  to  be  silent :  I  must  beg 
leaTe  to  return  you  my  best  thanks  for  it,  and  at  the 
same  time  let  you  know  what  a  thorough  and  true 
aense  I  have  of  your  goodnen  to  me,  and  the  great 
honour  you  have  done  me  by  appearing  in  my  favour. 
I  am  sufficiently  acquainted  with  your  dislike  to 
recommending,  as  well  as  the  deserved  regard  that 
is  paid  to  your  judgment  and  opinion,  to  know  how 
to  set  a  proper  value  on  both.  And  be  the  success 
of  this  affair  what  it  wUl,  I  think  myself  happy  in 
having  engaged  in  it,  as  it  has  been  the  occasion  of 
your  showing  that  you  honoured  me  with  some  share 
of  your  friendship  and  regard,  which  will  always  be 
my  greatest  pleasure  and  praise. 

I  suppose,  sir,  you  have  heard  what  a  handsome 
mark  I  have  lately  received  of  the  bishop  of  Cloyne*s 
fitvour ;  and  how  handsomely  it  was  given ;  unasked 
and  unexpected,  and  without  any  regard  to  kindred 
or  application.  It  is  a  very  good  preferment,  worth 
at  least  300/.  per  annum ;  and  is  made  much  more 
valuable  and  agreeable,  by  the  manner  in  which  it 
was  bestowed,  and  especially  by  coming  from  a  per- 
son whom  you  have  an  esteem  for.  I  was  the  other 
day  to  view  my  house,  and  was  much  pleased  with 
the  situation,  which  is  very  pretty  and  romantic  It 
stands  on  the  bank  of  a  fine  river,  in  a  vale  between 
two  ridges  of  hills,  that  are  very  green,  pleasant,  and 
woody.  Its  nearness  to  Cork  (being  within  four 
miles  of  it)  would  make  the  deanery  of  that  place  a 
very  convenient  and  desirable  addition,  and  was  what 
induced  my  friends  to  think  of  it  for  me.  What  sue- 
cess  their  applications  are  likely  to  meet  with  I  can- 
not say :  this  I  am  sure  of,  that  I  cannot  be  deprived 
of  the  sincere  satisfaction  I  receive  from  having  your 
interest  and  good  wishes,  and  shall  always  retain  a 
most  grateful  remembrance  of  them.  The  bishop  of 
Cloyne  desires  you  will  accept  of  his  best  services  : 
and  I  beg  you  will  believe  me,  with  the  greatest  re- 
spect, sir,  your  most 'obliged  and  obedient  humble 
servant,  Chr.  Donnbllan. 


TO  MR.  MOTTE. 

November  1,  1735. 
Su, — ^lir.  Faulkner  in  printing  those  volumes  did 
what  I  much  disliked,  and  yet  what  was  not  in  my 
power  to  hinder  ;  and  all  my  friends  pressed  him  to 
print  them,  and  gave  him  what  manuscript  copies 
they  had  occasionally  gotten  from  me  ;  my  desire  was, 
that  those  works  should  have  been  printed  in  Lon- 
don, by  an  agreement  between  those  who  had  a  right 
to  them.  I  am,  sir,  with  great  truth,  your  most 
humble  and  affectionate  servant, 

Jonathan  Swift. 


[FROM  MRS.  PENDABVEB. 

Parftdlae.  KovoBfaer  R,  1735. 
8iB, — ^I  think  I  have  been  a  great  while  without 
writing  to  you,  and  hope  your  are  of  my  mind.  I 
would  rather  be  chid  by  you  for  my  silence  than  haw 
you  pass  it  over  quietly,  for  that  would  have  such  «n 
air  of  indifference  as  would  greatly  alarm  me.  Ab- 
sence is  generally  thought  a  great  weakner  of  incli- 
nation :  I  am  apt  to  thi^  it  will  prove  my  teend  with 
you.  Our  acquaintance  was  so  riiort,  I  had  not  timr 
to  disgrace  myself  with  you.  I  vr&s  ambitious  c4 
gaining  your  esteem,  and  put  on  all  my  best  ain  to 
effect  it :  I  left  you  at  a  critical  moment ;  another 
month's  conversation  might  have  mined  all.  1  stiQ 
beg  you  will  encourage  your  indulgent  way  of  thisk- 
ing  of  me.  What  idll  you  gain  by  diacoverin^  raj 
foUlesI  and  I  shall  lose  the  honour  of  yoor  &i«^ 
ship ;  which  loss  cannot  be  repaired  in  BngUnd  or 
Ireland.  If  Mrs.  Donnellan  is  my  true  firiend,  t^* 
has,  by  way  ef  excusing  me,  told  you  my  distr»A  ir^ 
my  sister,  which  now  I  hope  is  over.  I  refer  you  v> 
Mrs.  Donnellan  for  her  cluiracter ;  and  that  will  jfi«- 
tify  to  you  my  great  care  and  concern  for  her. 

I  cannot  help  lamenting  Dr.  Delany'e  retirement. 
I  expected  hb  benevolent  disposition  would  n^ 
have  suffered  him  to  rob  his  friends  of  the  plea^s^ 
and  advantage  of  his  company  ;  if  yon  have  d<< 
power  to  draw  him  from  his  solitude,  no  other  per«<*a 
can  pretend  to  do  it.  I  was  in  hopca  the  weekly 
meetings  would  have  been  renewed  and  continuec'. 
Mrs.  Donnellan  is  much  disappointed,  and  I  fear  I 
am  no  longer  a  toast. 

I  am  thoroughly  convinced  that  a  reasonable  cm* 
ture  may  live  with  more  comfort  and  credit  in  IV:U 
lin  than  in  London ;  as  much  convinced  of  it  as  thtt 
I  should  be  richer  with  eight  hundred  pounds  a-j4v 
than  four.  But  to  what  purpose  is  it  for  me  to  re- 
gret my  poverty!  My  lot  is  thrown  on  £n^«! 
ground  ;  I  have  no  pretence  to  fly  my  couDtn  • 
i^mish  me  with  one,  and  you  have  laid  temptatitxi^ 
enough  In  my  way  to  make  me  ready  to  embmcf  It. 

I  have  been  two  months  in  this  place,  which  )-&.< 
all  the  advantages   of  the  country ;    as   qoietn^^ 
cheapness,  and  wholesome  air.   I  use  a  good  deiJ  li 
exercise  in  the  morning;  in  the  evening  I  reau  « 
play  with  an  audible  voice.     I  am  now   rpatLo: 
Beaumont  and  Fletcher's  works  :  they  entertain  ct 
extremely.     Sometimes  I  read  a  UttJe  phllo0op^7■ 
Derham's  Lectures  :  many  things  are  too  abetru* 
for  me  in  that  study ;  but  I  fancy  myself  in  «  *t 
respects  much  wiser  than  I  was  before  1  read  thts 
If  you  do  not  appove  of  my  studies,  I  hope  you  wi. 
recommend  what  you  think  will  be  more  to  my  si 
vantage. 

I  am  sorry  to  find  by  your  letter  that  Mrs.  I%«- 
nellan  does  not  see  you  often  :  she  cannot  be  plra-" 
with  a  situation  that  prevents  her  baring  that  satis- 
faction. I  depended  upon  your  meeting  often,  ii  I 
what  is  more,  upon  being  sometimes  the  sabjert  c: 
your  conversation.  I  am  glad  to  hear  of  her  br.- 
ther's  promotion :  he  very  .well  deserves  pt>od  fv- 
tune ;  he  knows  how  to  enjoy  it  handsomely,  wi 
scorns  to  court  it  meanly.  I  think  I  have  mad**  t<  4 
a  country  visit ;  if  I  have  not  quite  tired  you  Xh-y 
you  will  soon  challenge  another :  I  know  yaa  ^  "*} 
me  a  great  compliment  in  writing ;  and,  if  I  ^^ 
very  well  bred,  I  ought  not  to  insist  upon  your  do'u 
anything  that  may  give  you  trouble  :  but  I  only  ?^ :  • 
sider  my  own  advantage,  and  cannot  give  up  &  r  i^* 
respondence  I  value  so  much.  I  am,  air,  yoar  !&'•«< 
obliged  and  humble  servant,  M.  PsvDAi:Ttsf 
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TO  MKS.  WHITEWAY* 

Thoie  parte  of  the  letter  dutingaished  by  ioverted  comnuf 
(••  ")  were  written  by  Dr.  Slieridui. 

November  8, 1735. 
Madam,— November    J«,    to 'Dunahallan,   12    long 
miles,  very  weary  ;  NoTcmber  4,  to  Kells,  18  mileg, 
ten  times  wearier ;  the  6th,  to  Crosskeys,  17  long 
miles,  fifty  times  wearier ;  the  6th,  to  Cavan,  five 
miJes,  weariest  of  all :  yet  I  baited  every  day,  and 
dined  where  I  lay  ;  and  this  very  day  I  am  weary, 
and  my  shin  bad,  yet  I  never  looked  on  it.     I  have 
been  now  the  third  day  at   Cavan,    the  doctor's 
Canaan,  the  dirtiest  place  I  ever  saw,  with  the  woret 
wife  and  daughter,  and  the  most  cursed  sluts  and 
Apirants  on  this  side;  Scotland.     Let  the  doctor  do 
hw  part. — »*  Not  quite'  so  bad,  I  assure  you,  although 
his  teal  was  spoiled  in  the  roasting :  and  I  can  assure 
)oa  that  the  dirt  of  our  streets  is  not  quite  over  his 
shoes,  80  that  he  can  >valk  dry.     If  he  would  wear 
sjolashea,  as  I  do,  "he  would  have  no  cause  of  com- 
plaint. As  for  my  wife  and  daughter,  I  have  nothing 
lo  say  to  them,  and  therefore  nothing  to  answer  for 
them.     I  hope,  when  the  weather  mends,  that  every- 
thing will  be  better,  except  the  two  before-mentioned. 
N'ow  the  dean  is  to  proceed." — In  short,  but  not 
iterally  in  short,  I  got  hither,  not  safe  and  sound, 
)ut  safe  and  sore.     Looking  in  my  equipage  I  saw  a 
n^eat  packet  that  weighed  a  pound :  I  thought  it  was 
ron,  but  found  it  Spanish  liquorice,  enough  to  serve 
his  whole  county  who  had  coughs  for  nine  years. 
Wy  beast  told  me  it  was  you  forced  him  to  put  it  all 
ip.  Pray  go  sometimefl  to  the  deanery,  and  see  how 
he  world  goes  there.     The  doctor  is  a  philosopher 
bove  all  economy,  like  philosopher  Webber.     1  am 
rawing  him  into  a  little  cleanliness  about  his  house. 
"he  cook  roasted  this  day  a  fine  teal  to  a  cinder ;  for 
be  wife  and  daughter  said  they  did  not  know  but  I 
)Tod  it  well  roasted.     The  doctor,  since  his  last  ill- 
c'ss,  complains  that  he  has  a  straituess  in  his  breast 
ttd  a  difficulty  in  breathing.     Pray  give  him  your 
Ivice,  and  I  will  write  to  your  brother  Helsham 
lin  post  for  his.  Write  me  no  news  of  the  club,  and 
?t  one  of  thenn  to  (rank  your  letters,  that  they  may 
?  worth   reading. — "  Dear  madam,  I  beg  you  may 
thcr  think  me  like  the  devil,  or  my  wife,  than  Web- 
'  r.     I  do  assure  you  that  my  house,  and  all  about 
•  is  eloign  in  potentia.     If  you  do  not  understand  so 
uch  logic,  Mr.  Uarrison*^  will  tell  you  ;  but  I  sup- 
ple you  ignorant  of  nothing  but  doing  anything 
rong.     Be  pleased  to  send  me  one  of  your  fattest 
^'uus  in  a  post  letter,  and  I  will  send  you  in  return 
tat  goose,  under  cover  to  one  of  the  club.  The  dean 
i>  say  what  he  pleases  of  my  ay  con  O  my ;  but  I 
iurc  you  I  have  this  moment  in  my  house  a  quar- 
'  of  fat  beef,  a  fat  'sheep,  two  mallards,  a  duck,  and 
cal,  beside  some  fowl  iu  squadrons.     I  wish  you 
re  here.     Ask  the   dean   if  I  have  not  fine  ale, 
>lo  drink,  good  wine,  and  a  new  pair  of  tables. 
)w  Iiear  the  dean.*' — It  grows  dark,  and  I  cannot 
id  one  syllable  of  what  the  doctor  last  wrote  :  but 
icluilc  all  to  be  a  parcel  of  lies.     How  are  eldest 
^U'T  and  xnissY  with  your  clerk  and  schoolboy  Y 
(iod  bless   you  all.     If  the  doctor  has  anything 
re  to  say,  let  him  conclude,  as  I  do,  with  assurance 
t  I  am  ever,  with  great  affection,  yours,  &c. 
lead  as  you  can,  for  I  believe  I  have  made  forty 
(takes.       I>ircct  for  me    at   Dr.    Sheridan's   in 
ran ;  but  let  a  clubman^  frank  it,  as  I  do  this.  Mr. 

A  flr«t  (wutin  of  the  dean*t,  who  came  fktnn  bar  own  booM. 

le  nthfx  «nd  of  DuMia,  thns  (Uys  ia  ssdi  week,  to  mad  and 

Htih  him.  taflcr  Stella'*  death,  being  the  principal  female 

frequented  hi*  table  for  many  years  while  his  memory.re- 

M  rs.  Whitoway'i  eldwt  md. 
\  in«niber  of  parUameot 


Uochfort  is  my  franker :  yours  may  be  general 

or  some  other  (great  beast  of  a)  hero.  My  two  pup- 
pies have,  in  the  whole  journey,  over  puppied  Uieir 
pnppyships.  Most  abominable  bad  firing ;  nothing 
but  wet  turf,—"  The  devil  a  lie  I  wrote,  nor  will  I 
write  to  the  end  of  my  life.  May  all  happiness  at- 
tend yon  and  your  family.  I  am,  with  all  good 
wishes  and  affection,  your  most  obedient  humble 
servant,  **  Thomas  Sheridan. 

<*  Tou  were  plaguy  saucy,  who  did  not  like  my  nuts : 

I  do  assure  you  my  dog  Lampey  cracks  them ;  the 

dean  is  my  witness." 


FROM  MRS.iWHrrEWAY. 

November  8, 1735. 
Sir, — ^I  know  the  moment  you  took  this  letter  into 
your  hand  what  you  said,  which  was  Pox  on  all  Irish 
writers  and  Irish  letters.  It  is  very  Little  trouble 
I  am  going  to  give  you*  only  be  pleased  to  answer 
the  following  questions.  How  does  your  leg  dot 
How  is  your  headt  How  is  your  stomach  1  How 
many  days  were  you  on  the  road  1  How  did  you 
Uet  How  does  Dr.  Sheridan!  How  do  you  like 
Cavan  1  And  how  do  all  the  good  victuals  Dr.  She- 
ridan promised  you  turn  oatt  And  now,  sir,  I  beg 
you  will  be  pleased*  to  suppose  that  I  began  my 
letter  by  entreating  the  favour  of  hearing  from  you, 
and,  if  that  is  too  great  an  honour  for  me,  that  you 
vrill  order  somebody  else  to  do  it.  Dr.  Sheridan 
would  give  sixpence  I  would  ask  who ;  rise  off  his 
chair,  make  me  a  low  bow,  and  uncover,  to  have  the 
opportunity  of  telling  me. 

Now  to  write  politely,  when  I  change  my  subject 
I  always  break  off  and  begin  a  new  paragraph. 

Mr.  Waller  has  printed  an  advertisement,  offering 
ten  guineas  reward  to  any  person  that  will  discover 
the  author  of  a  paragraph,  said  to  be  the  case  of  one 
Mr.  Throp.  I  do  not  know  whether  joa  heard  any- 
thing of  such  an  affair  before  you  led  town,  bat  I 
think  it  is  said  there  is  some  trial  to  be  about  it  be- 
fore the  house  of  commons,  either  next  week  or  the 
week  following.  I  beg  you  will  not  leave  your 
papers  and  letters  on  the  table  as  you  used  to  do  at 
the  deanery,  for  boys  and  girls  and  wives  vrill  be 
peeping;  particularly  be  pleased  to  take  care  of  mine. 
It  is  certain  I  write  correctly,  and  with  a  great  deal 
of  method ;  but  however  I  am  afraid  of  CurlL  Dr. 
Sheridan  has  my  free  leave  to  read  this  on  condition 
he  bums  it  instantly  ;  but  first  let  hun  take  notice  of 
all  the  compliments  I  make  him.  May-be  you  imagine 
that  if  you  answer  this  you  will  be  no  more  plagued 
with  my  letters ;  but  I  have  learned  from  Molly  [Miss 
Harrison]  never  to  have  done  with  my  demands  on 
you:  therefore,  write  or  not  write  (unless  you  com- 
mand  otherwise),  you  shall  hear  once  a-week  from, 
sir,  your  most  obedient  and  most  obliged  humble 
servant,  Martha  Whitewat. 

Molly  is  just  come  from  the  deanery ;  everything  is 
in  good  order.  She  saw  Mrs.  Ridge  way  there. 
Toung  Harrison  and  his  sister  present  you  their 
most  obedient  respects. 

FROM  AN  UNKNOWN  LADY. 

Csitlelown,  November  9,  1735. 
Honoured  Sir, — Excuse  a  stranger's  address ;  no- 
thing but  the  opinion  I  have  of  your  generosity  and 
humanity  could  encourage  me  to  lay  before  you  the 
enclosed  poem,  being  the  product  of  a  woman's  pen.i* 
I  see  the  severe  strokes  you  lay  on  the  faulty  part  of 
our  sex,  from  which  number  1  do  not  pretend  to  ex- 

/  •  A  cant  expreMhm,  mneb  need  in  those  time*  upon  all  ooes* 
■ioin,  sad  here  riilicttlsd. 
^  Tao  poem  is  lost. 

3  c  2 
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empt  myself,  yet  yentore  to  deiire  7<rar  judgment  of 
this  little  unfinished  piece,  which  I  send  you  without 
giving  myself  the  leisure  to  correct  it,  willing  that 
your  hand  should  hestow  the  last  beauties.  The 
muse  is  my  best  companion ;  and  if  you  oompas- 
sionate  the  desolate  permit  me  this  satinution,  since 
a  book  and  a  lonely  walk  are  all  the  gratifications  I 
afford  my  senses,  though  not  dulled  with  yeaza.  I 
must  entreat  you  to  throw  away  two  or  three  lines 
in  answer  to  thist  and  beg  leave  to  eonoeal  my  name 
till  I  have  the  honour  of  witing  to  you  again,  which, 
if  you  will  allow,  I  shall  trouble  you  with  a  view  of 
several  sketches  that  I  wrote  ooeasionally,  and  wiU 
no  longer  conceal  the  name  of,  honoured  sir,  your 
most  humble  servant,  M.  M. 

Sir,  direct  to  Mrs.  Mary  Moran,  at  Castletown,  near 
Gorej*,  in  the  county  of  Wexford. 

FROM  LADY  BETTY  GERMAIN. 

Loadon.  November  IS.  17S5. 
I  iioNBSTLT  confess  I  was  honoured  with  yours  above 
a  mouth  ago,  which  ought  in  all  love  and  reason  to 
have  been  answered  a  great  while  since ;  but  1  know 
your  sauclness,  as  well  as  you  know  my  niece's,  with 
this  difference,  that,  as  nee  is  to  mend  hers,  it  makes 
yours  grow  worse ;  and  the  answer  to  mine  had 
been, — Oh!  she  can  give  a  quick  reply  to  mine! 
Now  the  duke  and  duchess  are  here  she  wants  to 
know  more  frequently  how  and  what  they  do. 

I  can  teU  you  no  story  of  the  ring  (which  you  want 
to  know)  but  that  it  came  to  my  hands  through 
proper  windings  and  turnings  from  an  earl  of  Peter- 
borough ;  and  the  connoisseurs  say  it  is  an  antique, 
and  a  pretty  good  one.  I  am  Tery  well  pleased  and 
happy  if  it  ever  serves  to  put  you  in  mind  that  1  am 
your  humble  servant. 

I  came  last  week  from  my  house  in  Northampton- 
shire.  I  cannot  say  the  weather  permitted  me  much 
exercbe  abroad ;  but  as  that  house  is  large,  the  ne* 
cessar}'8  teps  the  mistross  must  make  is  some,  and  I 
never  lost  any  time  I  could  get  to  walk  out,  and 
sometimes  drove  abroad  in  a  chair  wiUi  oiie  horse, 
for,  being  a  bad  rider,  I  approve  much  more  of  that 
than  mounting  my  palfrey.  And  whether  it  was  this 
or  the  country  air,  or  chance,  I  know  not ;  but  thank 
God,  I  am  at  present  as  well  as  ever  I  was  in  my  life. 

I  am  wholly  ignorant  who  is  or  will  be  bishop  of 
Cork,  for  his  grace  is  such  a  silly  conceited  man  that 
he  never  vouchsafes  to  consult  me  in  the  afikirs  of 
his  kingdom.  I  only  know  that  I  wish  heartily  for 
Dr.  Whetcombe,  because  he  seems  to  be  a  modest, 
good  sort  of  a  man ;  and  that  besides,  by  your  com- 
mands, I  was  the  thoroughfiure  for  a  step  to  his  pre- 
ferment before,  and  therefore,  if  I  was  his  grace, 
since  there  can  be  no  objection  against  him  in  this, 
he  should  have  it.  But  as  these  tfiings  are  above  my 
capacity,  I  do  assure  you  I  do  not  in  the  least  pre- 
tend to  meddle  with  them. 

I  hope  whenever  you  ask  me  about  the  countess 
and  George,  I  shall  be  able  to  answer  you,  as  I  can 
safely  do  now,  that  as  yet  there  is  no  sort  of  appear- 
ance that  they  like  one  another  the  worse  for  wear- 
ing. Mrs.  Composition  is  much  your  humble  ser- 
vant, and  has  not  yet  got  her  winter  cough.  God 
bless  you,  and  adieu. 


}  TO  MRS.  WIIITEWAY. 

Cavan,  November  19,  1735. 
Dbar  Madam, — 

•  ••••• 

I  wrote  the  above  lines  in  the  dark,  and  cannot  read 
them  by  a  candle :  what  I  meant  was,  to  boast  of 
having  written  to  you  first,  and  given  you  a  full  ac- 
count of  my  Journey.    I  enclosed  it  in  a  cover  to  Mr. 


Rochfoit,  in  which  I  desired  he  would  send  it  t4 
your  house :  the  doctor  had  his  shaxe  in  the  Iftto:-. 
although  we  could  not  give  satislactioa  to  all  jooi 
questions,  I  now  will  to  some.  My  leg  is  lather 
worse ;  but  an  honest  man,  an  apothecaiy  here,  up 
it  begins  to  ripen*  and  it  is  in  no  manner  of  dis^ : 
but  I  ventured  to  walk,  which  inflamed  it  t  littir. 
I  now  keep  ay  kg  upon  a  level,  and  the  easier  U- 
cause  the  weather  is  so  foul  that  I  cannot  valk  a 
alL  This  is  the  dirtiest  town,  and,  except  some  few, 
the  dirtiest  people  I  ever  saw,  particularly  the  mis- 
tress, daughter,  and  servants  of  this  house.  Kr 
poppy  butler  is  very  happy  by  finding  himself  amu&r 
a  race  of  fools  almost  as  nasty  as  himself.  I  b-jh 
now  put  you  upon  travelling.  Tou  must  inqai:- 
where  Shele  my  wine-merchant  lives,  and  order  ha 
to  have  the  twelve  dosen  of  wine  in  bottles  mi} 
packed  up.  It  must  be  the  wine  that  was  two  moiitb 
ta  bottles  (as  he  assured  me)  before  I  left  Deb  lis - 
for  these  a  carrier  will  be  ready  next  week,  to  ht^ 
them  hither.  The  deanery  woman  must  be  ready,  ad 
Kenrick  and  Laud  must  assist ;  and  the  carrier  m-K 
take  them  from  Shele'a  cellar,  ready  packed  up.  M' 
service  to  Miss  Harrison.  Pray  send  her  hither  b;  'ir 
first  carrier,  and  give  her  eighteenpence  to  bear !: : 
charges,  of  which  I  will  pay  threepence,  and  the  ckk*:'  i 
intends  paying  another  penny.  By  the  cond uct  uf  iL.* 
family  I  apprehend  the  day  of  judgment  is  apprtMrv 
ing ;  the  father  against  the  daughter,  the  wife  afv:<< 
the  husband,  &c.  I  battle  as  well  as  I  can,  but  in  Tin. ; 
and  you  shall  change  ray  name  to  Dr.  Shift.  ^>' 
abound  in  wild-fowl,  by  the  goodness  of  a  gentleai- 
in  this  town,  who  shoots  ducks,  teal,  woodcocU 
anipes,  harea,  &c.,  for  us.  Our  kitchen  is  a  hunter- 
yards  from  the  house,  but  the  way  is  soft  uti  »•'> 
fond  of  our  shoes  that  it  covers  them,  with  iu  hrowr* 
My  first  attempt  was  to  repair  the  summer-bousr. 
and  make  the  way  passable  to  it ;  whereupon  Bor^ 
was  so  angry  that  he  blew  off  the  roof.  This » tif 
seventh  day  of  my  landing  here,  of  which  ve  haf- 
had  two  and  a  half  tolerable.  The  doctor  is  at  tcb  ^ ' 
when  he  comes  I  will  inquire  who  is  this  roroib' 
chevalier  TisdaL  As  to  Waller's  advertisement,  i 
I  were  in  town  I  would,  for  the  ten  guineas,  let  be 
know  the  author  of  the  narrative ;  uid  I  «i>h  }•  i 
would,  by  a  letter  in  an  unknown  hand,  intom  t ; 
of  what  I  say ;  for  I  want  the  money  to  repair  » •'^-' 
deficiencies  here.  My  senrice  to  Miss  HarrisoD  u- 
the  doctor,*  and  my  love  to  the  two  boys.  1  i*-* 
still  enclose  to  John  Bodifort,  except  be  hi^  ^ 
sending  you  my  letters.  Service  to  Mrs.  Morr^ 
I  hope  her  husband's  man  has  prevailed  to  be  of  t^ 
club.  Adieu.  Pray  take  care  of  the  wine,  on  wh-'*: 
my  health  depends.     Beg  a  duck  from  the  doctor. 

**  Beg  a  duck  !  beg  a  dosen.  You  shall  nt>t  br^ 
but  command.  The  dean  may  talk  of  the  dtitiivv 
of  this  town ;  but  I  can  assure  you  that  he  h^d  m'^- 
upon  his  shoes  yesterday  than  is  at  the  wont  a  •^'' 
coqioration,  wherever  he  got  it.  As  for  my  p*''-  ' 
am  tired  of  him,  for  I  can  never  get  him  oat  U  ''* 
dirt,  and  that  my  stairs  and  the  poor  deasij  wv'^ 
know  very  weU.  You  know  that  he  talks  ironic**^)* 

FROM  MRS.  SICAN. 

Novvmber  l>,  l^ 
Rev.  Sir, — A  gentleman  who  has  just  arrired  ^" 
Paris  brought  me  a  letter  from  my  son,  who  pff<«j'' 
his  duty  to  you,  and  desires  me  to  send  you  the  in- 
closed. I  am  sure  I  was  glad  of  any  oceauoa  t- 
write  to  you,  in  hopes  of  the  pleasure  of  hcafia?.^"- 
were  well,  and  arrived  safe  at  the  land  of  Cu>^- 
The  hurt  you  received  in  your  shin  I  wa<  ^^ 
would  prevent  your  going  out  of  town.  1  ^e ' 
•  Yoang  Mr.  Barrtea. 
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know  how  it  is  now.  I  beliere  you  will  be  pleated 
to  hear  poor  Throp  has  justice  done  him  in  College- 
jrreen.  The  trial  lasted  till  midnight,  and  two-thirds 
of  the  houie  were  for  him  ;  he  is  now  going  to  peti- 
tion the  house  to  oblige  colonel  Waller  to  waire  his 
pririlege;  bat  it  is  thought  he  will  not  obtain  that 
faTOur. 

Ltdy  Acheson  came  to  town  yesterday.    She  de- 
lired  me  to  present  her  best  respects  to  you,  and  tell 
you  she  is  something  better.    Lord  Orrery  is  letting 
himself  to  death  that  he  did  not  come  to  town  time 
enough  to  enjoy  the  happiness  of  your  eontersation. 
Our  Irish  ladies  made  a  fine  appearance  the  birth. 
day  at  the  Castle ;  nothing  about  them  Irish  but  their 
ffoulii  and  bodies:  I  think  they  may  be  compved  to 
a  city  on  fire,  which  shines  by  that  which  destroys 
them.    Several  dealers  in  raw  silks  are  broke :  the 
weavers,  having  no  encouragement  to  work  up  the 
silk,  sold  it,  and  drank  the  money.     I  beg  yon  will 
{{ite  my  service  to  Dr.  Sheridan*  who  1  hope  is  re- 
covered.    His  old  friend  lord  Clancarty  drinks  so 
hard,  it  is  believed  he  will  kiU  himself  before  hb 
lawBuit  is  ended.     I  hope  you  will  like  the  country 
about  a  month,  and  then  order  Mrs.  Whiteway  and 
me  to  bring  a  coach  and  six  and  set  you  safe  at  home, 
for  this  is  no  riding  weather.     I  am,  with  the  moat 
profound  respect,  dear  sir,  your  most  obliged  hum- 
ble servant  £.  Sioam. 


FROM  MRS.  WHITEWAY. 

November  W  1T8S. 
Sir, — I  am  most  extremely  obliged  to  you  for  the 
bouour  you  have  done  me,  and  the  account  is  Just 
what  I  feared,  that  you  would  be  excessively  weary, 
four  shin  bad,  and  disappointed  in  the  doctor's  C»- 
laan.  The  latter  I  am  sorry  is  not  agreeable  to  you, 
^ut  your  shin  gives  me  in&iite  trouble.  I  hope  in 
[tod  you  have  taken  care  of  it :  if  it  is  any  running 
ore,  dress  it  twice  a-day  with  Venice  turpentine  and 
he  yolk  of  an  egg  beaten  together— an  equal  quaa- 
ity  of  each.  Spread  it  thick  on  a  cloth,  and  bathe 
t  once  a>day  in  warm  milk ;  if  it  is  only  black  and 
•aiuful,  apply  warm  rum  to  it  often.  Pray,  air,  give 
rdera  your  meat  may  be  indifferently  done :  and  if 
lie  cook  fails,  then  desire  it  may  be  ill  done ;  I  have 
nonn  this  receipt  very  successful,  and  a  dinner 
aten  with  pleasure  cooked  with  these  directions, 
'ou  are  very  rude,  Dr.  Sheridan,  to  interrupt  me 
hen  I  am  speaking  to  the  dean;  no  wonder  I  am 
>  bad  a  listener,  when  yon  are  always  putting  in 
!>ur  word.  Pox  take  that  stiaitness  in  your  breast 
[id  difficulty  in  breathing.  Drink  warm  ptisan,  and 
:>(hiiig  else,  except  liquorice-tea  in  the  morning,  and 
lie  every  day.  Sir,  I  know  nothing  of  the  Spanish 
juoricc,  unless  it  came  with  the  rest  of  the  things 
i>m  (he  apothecary's  or  Mrs.  Siean ;  but  so  far  your 
ft  ant  is  right,  that  what  bundles  I  found  on  the 
'd  I  put  up ;  I  was  wrong  that  I  did  not  examine 
cm  ;  let  Dr.  Sheridan  take  it  plentifully,  it  is  very 
od  for  him«  I  was  at  the  deanery  two  days  ago : 
cry  thing  is  right  there ;  the  floor  you  lie  in  is  all 
'in,  and  I  desired  Mrs.  Ridgeway  to  get  the  great 
air  covered,  and  Jane  to  put  a  fire  once  a- week 

your  chamber  and  in  the  drawing-room,  to  air 
*  ladies  and  gentlemen.  One  of  the  enclosed  papers 
r.  Kenrick  desired  me  to  send ;  you  see  I  keep  to  my 
»rd,  and  am  determined  never  to  trouble  you  with 
ler  people's  business.  The  vengeance  take  you, 
?toTf  will  you  never  be  quiet  1  I  tell  you  1  have 
rer  a  fat  pigeon  for  you,  your  goose  1  will  not  have ; 

are  overstocked  with  them ;  but  I  send  you  colonel 
tiler's  caae,  that  came  before  the  house  on  Thurs- 
^ .  I  believe  you  will  wonder  that,  after  the  heavy 
irges  laid  ou  Mr.  Throp  so  justly  by  the  colonel. 


that  he  was  not  ordered  into  custody ;  but  to  the 
surprise  of  everybody  the  chairman  was  Toted  out  of 
the  chair  at  one  of  the  clock  in  the  morning,  and  so 
the  afiUr  ended.  It  is  true  there  was  a  mistake  of 
about  a  month  between  colonel  'Waller's  account  and 
Mr.  Throp'sin  the  serving  of  a  subpcena ;  and  I  think 
it  was  a  scandalous  thing  that  a  worthy  member's 
word  should  not  be  taken  before  a  little  parson's 
oath.  I  suppose  you  expect  I  should  answer  your 
logic  and  compliments;  but  do  you  think  I  have 
nothing  else  to  employ  mo  but  trifling  away  my  time 
in  murdering  the  language  with  your  ay  con  O  mysl 
I  am  no  more  a  liar  than  yourself;  therefore  you  are 
obliged  to  accept  of  my  best  wishes  and  most  hum- 
ble respects ;  so  1  have  done  with  you  this  time  for 
good  and  all.  Mr.  Dean,  I  am  sure  Bochefoucault's 
maxim  never  fails ;  I  am  this  moment  au  instance  of 
it,  taking  a  secret  pleasure  in  all  the  little  ruflSes  you 
meet  with  in  the  country.  In  hopes  it  will  hasten  yon 
to  town.  My  he  olive-branch  has  a  more  imme- 
diate loss  than  any  of  us ;  his  body  suffers  as  well  as 
his  mind  ;  for  since  he  cannot  enjoy  the  happiness 
and  benefit  of  your  conversation  he  applies  himself 
too  close  to  his  studies ;  in  short,  1  think  he  is  almost 
in  the  state  of  the  company  he  entertains  himself 
with  all  this  morning ;  and  if  you  saw  him  in  com- 
pany of  the  attendants  of  the  governor  of  Glubbdob* 
drib,  you  will  find  the  same  horror  seise  you  by 
looking  on  his  countenance.*  My  fair  daughter  pre- 
sents you  her  most  humble  and  obedient  respects ; 
saya  tine  is  not  at  all  changed  by  your  absence,  for 
whenever  she  has  the  honour  to  see  you  you  will  still 
find  her  the  same.  I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient 
and  obliged  humble  servant, 

Martha  Whiteway. 
Jane  just  came  here  with  a  poem  of  Mr.  Dunkin'a 

that  was  sant  to  the  deanery,  and  this  letter  that  I 

enclose* 


TO  MRS.  WHITEWAY. 

CavaB,  November  18.  173&. 
Dbab  MADAM,^-We  were  undone  for  want  of  your 
answer,  and  thought  that  Mr.  Rochfort  was  at  his 
eountry  seat,  to  whom  I  directed  mine,  as  he  was  a 
franker.    Never  anything  of  so  small  a  kind  was  so 
vexatious  to  me  as  this  broken  shin.    If  I  had  ap- 
prehended the  consequences,  I  would  not  have  stirred 
from  Dublin  until  it  was  cored.    It  has  prevented 
my  walking  and  riding.    An  apothecary,  the  only 
doctor  here,  has  it  in  care,  and  1  cannot  say  I  am 
better.    But  the  surgeon  of  the  barrack  here,  a  friend 
to  the  doctor,  haa  been  with  me  this  morning,  saw 
the  sore,  and  sap  it  is  in  a  good  wav ;  and  that  he 
will  consult  with  the  apothecary,  and  soon  make  me 
well.    It  smarts  more  to-day  than  ever;   but  the 
surgeon  said  it  was  because  some  i»ower  called  pre- 
cipitate (an  like  you)  was  put  on  this  morning,  to 
eat  ofi'the  black  skin  in  the  middle  of  the  sore.     It 
digests  evcvy  day,  but  I  cannot  digest  it.    I  shall 
lose  my  health  by  aitting  still*  snd  my  leg  in  a  chair, 
like  a  Grattan  in  the  gout.    I  widi  1  had  sUyed  at 
home,  and  you  had  been  my  surgeon.    To  say  truth, 
this  town  and  eountry  are  so  disagreeable  by  nature 
and  art*  that  I  have  no  other  temptation  to  ride  or 
walk  except  that  of  health ;  our  house,  and  shoes, 
and  streets,  are  so  perpetually  and  abominably  dirty. 
Eight  of  the  inhabiiants  came  out  to  meet  me  a  mile 
or  two  from  the  town.    The  rest  would  have  come  but 
for  some  unexpected  impediment.    In  some  days 
after,  1  invited  the  principal  men  in  town  to  sup 
with  me  at  the  best  inn  here.    There  were  sixteen 
of  them,  and  1  came  off  rarely  for  about  thirty  shil- 
lings.     They  were  all  very  modest  and  obliging. 
*  Mr.  Haninn  vaa  alvaym  very  thin,  aad  of  m  weekly  eoa. 
•UtatioB.  The  yoaag  gsatiemsa  died  in  the  Pcbrusry  foliowtsg. 
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*  Wild-fowl  is  cheap,  and  all  yery  good,  except  the 
ducks,  which,  though  ^  from  sea,  have  a  rank  taste 
from  the  lakes.  It  is  nothing  to  have  a  present  of  a 
dozen  snipes,  teal,  woodcock,  widgeon,  duck,  and 
mallard,  &c.  You  would  admire  to  see  me  at  my 
endeavours  to  supply  deanery  conveniences.  The 
cursed  turf  is  two  hours  kindling,  and  two  minutes 
decaying.  You  are  a  little  too  jocose  upon  Mr.  Har- 
rison's countenance.  I  hope  he  has  no  return  of 
illness,  nor  is  more  lean  than  I  left  him.  He  must 
horrow  an  hour  more  from  his  studies,  and  hestow 
it  on  exercise  and  mirth ;  otherwise  he  may  he  like 
the  miser,  who,  by  not  affording  himself  victuals, 
died  a  dozen  years  the  sooner,  by  which  he  lost  many 
a  thousand  pounds  more  than  if  he  had  fed  upon 
pheasants,  and  drank  burgandy  every  day.  I  must 
now  repeat  the  commission  I  mentioned.  The  old 
woman,  Kenrick,  and  Laud,  must  find  out  Shele  the 
wine-merchant ;  a  carrier  will  go  next  week  to  the 
deanery,  be  taught  to  find  out  Shele  with  Kenrick. 
Shele  must,  as  he  promised,  pack  up  twelve  dozen  of 
his  claret  which  has  been  bottled  three  months  al- 
ready. This  must  be  given  to  the  carrier  by  Shele,  and 
ready  put  up  in  some  hampers  as  he  will  contrive. 
I  hope  Mr.  Rochfort  will  be  in  town  to  send  you 
this  letter.  I  am  ever  yours ;  and  my  love  to  the 
girl  and  boys.  Jonathan  Swift. 

PROM  MRS.  WHITEWAY. 

November  22. 178  S. 
Sir, — 1  receive  as  a  high  favour  your  just  repri- 
mand for  not  answering  your  letter  by  the  first  post ; 
nay,  I  will  add  another  fault  to  it,  by  endeavouring 
to  excuse  myself.  It  was  out  of  the  highest  respect 
I  did  not  write,  lest  you  should  think  me  too  forward 
in  giving  trouble.  But,  since  I  have  your  licence,  I 
will  not  mfss  an  opportunity  of  paying  my  most 
humble  duty,  and  of  acknowledging  the  greatest  ob- 
ligations I  ever  lay  under  to  any  mortaL  I  have  had 
the  very  ill  fortune  to  come  lat«  under  your  care ; 
yet  even  these  disadvantages  do  not  hinder  you  from 
acting  the  most  friendly  part,  of  endeavouring  to 
enlarge  my  mind  and  mend  my  errors  ;  you  see  how 
industriously  I  avoid  mentioning  the  word  faults. 
When  you  left  us  I  did  not  think  it  would  be  pos- 
sible for  me  to  dread  getting  a  letter  from  you ;  but 
the  account  of  your  leg,  which  I  find  worse  and 
worse,  alarms  me  to  that  degree  that  I  tremble  for 
the  consequence.  I  conjure  you,  dear  sir,  not  to 
trust  any  longer  to  country  helps;  your  appetite, 
your  hesdth,  is  in  the  greatest  danger  by  sitting  so 
much  as  you  must  be  obliged  to  do  till  that  is  well.  I 
know  life  is  aa  little  regarded  by  you  as  any  one  ;  but 
to  live  in  misery  is  what  I  am  sure  you  ought  to 
avoid.  The  wine  was  packed  up  on  Tuesday  last  in 
a  hogshead  ;  I  thought  that  was  safer  than  a  hamper : 
Mr.  Kenrick  and  Laud  were  by  all  the  time ;  they 
and  Mr.  Shele  were  here  with  me  that  night ;  they 
tell  me  they  got  large  bottles,  of  which  I  gave  a  great 
charge.  Mr.  Shele  desires  the  wine  may  be  kept  in 
the  same  manner  it  is  now  packed,  and  taken  out  by 
half-dozens  as  it  is  used ;  the  numbers  taken  out  may 
be  chalked  on  the  head  of  the  vessel,  to  see  that  jus- 
tice is  done ;  he  thinks  it  will  keep  better  that  way 
than  perhaps  in  a  cellar.  I  think  you  came  off  scan- 
dalously cheap,  with  treating  sixteen  gentlemen  .for 
a  moidore.  Pray,  Dr.  Sheridan,  when  the  dean  tiext 
uses  you  ill,  tell  him  of  his  pitiful  doings. 

My  son  is  greatly  obliged  to  you,  sir,  for  your  care 
and  advice ;  and  aarares  me  your  word  shall  be  an 
oracle  to  him.  He  has  not  had  a  return  of  his  dis- 
order ;  yet  his  stomach  is  gone,  and  of  consequence 
his  spirits.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Morgan  have  commanded 
me  to  send  you  their  most  obedient  respects,  and  are 
much  concerned  about  your  leg*    Pray,  sir,  date 


your  iletters.  I  believe  both  'you  and  Dr.  ^hcti- 
dan  hate  writing  the  word  November ;  for  not  om 
of  them  have  been  dated.  I  only  hate  the  day  of  tbf 
month ;  the  truth  was,  in  my  last  I  could  not  reror 
lect  it  (for  I  think  I  forgot  it)  and  watched  for  someof 
the  brats  to  tell  me.  Lest  I  should  do  the  lamenovr, 
be  pleased  to  remember  I  write  this  November  22> 
17d5.  I  am,  sir,  your  meet  obedient  and  most  obliged 
humble  servant,  Mabtha  Whitbwu. 

If  you  are  pleased  to  direct  to  me  under  cover  to  Mr. 
Morgan,  I  shall  get  your  letters.  Perhaps  Mr.  B^ici:- 
fort  may  go  out  of  town,  and  then  I  should  be  )ao( 
without  them. 


TO  MKS.  WHITEWAY. 

November  ».17is 
Dear  Madam,-— Having  answered  yx>ur  laxii;  Irtts, 
which  was  improved  by  the  doctor's  (Mr.  HarTuoo'*' 
additions,  I  now  tell  you  that  a  Monday  next,  vtu£^ 
will  be  the  24th  instant,  a  carrier  will  go  from  b^cn, 
and  is  directed,  by  another  letter  to  you,  to  waxar 
the  business  of  sending  the  tweWe  doaen  of  vvj, 
which  Mr.  Shele  haa  ready  bottled,  and  must  ic«  l- 
packed  up  in  his  best  manner  in  hampers  or  bc<v 
heads,  as  I  mentioned  in  my  last,  and  that  the  vis* 
was  bottled  (as  he  says)  two  months  before  I  nsr 
away.  Kenrick  and  Laud  and  the  women  vill  b* 
your  assistants.  The  fellow  will  be  with  yon  fe? 
Wednesday  night  or  Thursday  morning,  and  I  vi-' 
write  by  him.  I  cannot  say  my  shin  is  jet  beser. 
although  our  apothecary  and  the  barraek-soiigeoB  in- 
tend me ;  but  they  see  no  danger,  and  promise  I  tbi 
recover  in  a  few  days.  Meantime,  I  dare  neiJha 
walk  nor  ride  ;  and  yet  I  think  my  stomach  is  bettn. 
and  so  may  continue  until  I  grow  weary  of  »u,*. 
teal,  widgeon,  woodcock,  hare,  leveret,  wild^iad, 
fieldfare,  &c.  My  service  to  your  he  and  «he  bn* 
Let  Kenrick,  my  verger,  know  what  1  write  ibx? 
the  wine,  that  he  and  Laud  and  the  womin  ni)  ^ 
prepared ;  this  will  save  me  a  letter  to  him.  1  ^ 
ever  eniiiremerU  d  vans, 

Catvu.  November  »,  1^- 
I  SHALL  never  be  quiet ;  a  country  author  im^o«n 
has  sent  me  a  manuscript  of  two  hundred  pap*  ^' 
my  judgment.  Pray  send  me  the  three  qoin^  '^ 
paper  in  quarto,  for  the  doctor  has  swallowed  i-' 
mine,  and  we  have  none  left. 

•«  I  can  assure  you,  dear  madam,  with  pleaw-T. 
that  the  dean  begins  to  look  healthier  and  plocp^ 
already ;  and  I  hope  will  mend  every  day.  But  ^■ 
deal  plainly  with  you,  I  am  a  little  afraid  of hu e-^ 
stomach,  though  victuals  are  cheap,  because  it  u> 
proves  every  day,  and  I  do  not  know  how  fu  thf 
may  increase  my  family  expenses.  He  pay^  me  ^ 
two  crowns  a- week  for  his  ordinary ;  and  1  own  t«** 
I  am  a  little  too  modest  to  grumble  at  it ;  but  if  ?  ^ 
would  give  him  a  nint  about  wear  and  teu  of  po*- 
I  make  no  doubt  but  his  own  discretion  would  mw 
him  raise  his  price.  Pray  do  this  (as  you  do  all  othf 
things)  in  the  handsomest  manner  you  can.  1 J^ 
to  you  and  yours,  as  much  yours  as  the  desn  ^^^ 
said."  .J 

I  desire  you  will  hint  to  the  doctor  that  he  woju 
please  to  abate  four  shillings  a-week  from  tlw  i^ 
which  he  most  exorbitantly  makes  me  pay  him:  ''^ 
tell  him  you  got  this  hint  from  another  band,  a* 
that  all  Dublin  cries  shame  at  him  for  it. 

Jonathan  S«in- 


FROM  WILLIAM  PULTBNBT.  ESQ. 

Bath,No»«»beTa.  »^ 
Sir, — I  have  been  waiting  for  an  oppommity  k"^ 
you  with  safety,  because  I  had  a  mind  lo  do  it  ^•'■* 
fireedom ;  and  particularly  to  explain  to  yoo  wbst 
meant,  when  I  told  you  some  time  ago  that  1  ** 
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Jmost  tired  with  ttruggUng  to  no  purpose  againct 
mlTeraal  corruption.  I  am  now  at  Uie  Bath,  where 
here  are  at  present  many  Irish  &miiies,  and  though 

hare  inquired  of  them  aU  if  any  gentleman  or  ser* 
intwas'retuming  thither,  yet  I  can  hear  of  none, 
o  that  I  am  forced,  if  I  write  at  all,  to  trust  my 
etter  by  the  common  post.  Nothing  is  more  certain 
han  that  this  letter  will  be  opened  there,  the  rascals 
»f  the  office  have  moet  infamoua  directions  to  do  it 
ipon  all  occasions ;  bat  they  would  every  man  of 
bem  be  turned  out  if  a  letter  of  mine  to  you  should 
•cape  their  intuition.  I  am  thinking  what  the  mi- 
tuters  may  get  by  their  peeping ;  why,  if  I  speak  my 
aind  very  plainly,  they  may  diseoyer  two  things :  one 
I,  that  I  hare  a  very  great  regard  for  you ;  the  other, 
hat  I  have  a  yery  great  contempt  for  them ;  and  in 
verything  I  say  or  do  still  set  them  at  defiance. 
These  things,  if  they  do  not  know  before,  they  are 
relcome  to  find  out  now ;  and  I  am  determined  in 
ome  other  points  likewise  to  speak  my  mind  Tery 
tltinly  to  you.  You  must  know,  then,  that  when  I 
aid  I  grew  weary  of  contending  with  corruption,  I 
lerer  meant  absolutely  to  withdraw  myself  from 
wliament ;  perhaps  I  may  not  slacken  eren  my  per- 
onal  opposidon  to  the  wicked  meusures  of  the  ad- 
ainHtration,  but  really  I  find  my  health  begins  to 
equire  some  attention,  and  I  labour  under  a  distem- 
per which  the  long  sittings  in  parliament  by  no  means 
gree  with.  When  Mr.  Faulkner  deliyered  me  your 
ormer  letter  (for  I  haye  since  had  one  sent  me  hither 
ty  Mr.  Pope)  I  was  just  got  up  from  my  bed,  where 
had  lain  the  whole  night  in  most  excessive  torture 
rith  a  violent  fit  of  the  graveL  I  vras  not  able  to 
nite  you  any  answer  by  him,  who  was  to  depart  in 
wo  days,  and  ever  since  I  have  been  at  this  place 
Irinking  the  waters,  in  hopes  they  may  be  of  service 
0  me.  Beside  this  of  my  ill  state  of  health,  I  am 
onvinced  that  our  constitution  is  already  gone,  and 
re  are  idly  struggling  to  maintain  what  in  truth  has 
«en  long  lost,  like  some  old  fools  here,  with  gout 
•nd  palsies  at  fourscore  years  old,  drinking  the  waters 
Q  hopes  of  health  again.  If  this  was  not  our  case, 
nd  that  the  people  are  already  in  effect  slaves,  would 
t  have  been  possible  for  the  same  minister  who  had 
•rojected  the  excise  scheme  (before  the  heats  it  had  oc- 
aiiioned  in  the  nation  were  well  laid)  to  have  chosen 

new  parliament  again  exactly  to  his  mindl  and 
hough  perhaps  not  altogether  so  strong  in  numbers, 
et  as  well  disposed  in  general  to  his  purposes  as  he 
nuld  wish.  His  master,  I  doubt,  is  not  so  well  he- 
nred  as  I  could  wish  he  was ;  the  minister,  I  ,am 
urp,  is  as  much  hated  and  detested  as  ever  a  man 
ras,  and  yet,  I  say,  a  new  parliament  was  chosen  of 
he  stamp  that  was  desired,  just  after  having  failed 
n  the  moat  odious  scheme  that  ever  was  projected, 
^fter  this,  what  hopes  can  there  ever  possibly  be  of 
tirrcsA  Y  unless  it  be  from  confusion,  which  God 
orbid  1  should  live  to  see.  In  short,  the  whole  na- 
ion  is  Ro  abandoned  and  corrupt,  that  the  crown  can 
terer  fail  of  a  majority  in  both  houses  of  parliament; 
If"  makes  them  all  in  one  house,  and  he  chooses  above 
lalf  in  the  other.  Four-and-twenty  bishops  and  six- 
>*on  Scotch  lords  is  a  terrible  weight  in  one ;  forty- 
i^e  from  one  country,  beaide  the  west  of  England, 
nd  all  Uie  government  boroughs,  is  a  dreadful  num- 
ber in  the  other.  Were  his  majesty  inclined  to-mor- 
ow  to  declare  his  body-coachman  his  first  minister, 
t  would  do  just  as  well,  and  the  wheels  of  govem- 
nent  would  move  as  easily  as  they  do  with  the  saga- 
lous  driver  who  now  sits  in  the  box.  Farts  and 
hilities  are  not  in  the  least  wanting  to  conduct 
iffairs  ;  the  coachman  knows  how  to  feed  his  cattle, 
tad  the  other  feeds  the  beasU  inhis  service,  and  this 
s  all  the  skill  that  is  necessary  in  either  case.    Are 


not  these  sulBcient  difficulties  and  discouragements, 
if  there  were  no  others ;  and  would  any  man  struggle 
against  corruption,  when  he  knows  that  if  he  is  ever 
near  defeating  it  those  who  make  use  of  it  only 
double  the  dose,  and  carry  all  their  points  further, 
and  with  a  higher  hand,  than  perhaps  they  at  first 
intended  Y  Beside  all  this,  I  have  had  particular 
misfortunes  and  disappointments ;  I  had  a  very  near 
relation  of  great  abilities,  who  was  my  fellow-labourer 
in  the  pubUc  cause :  he  is  gone ;  I  loved  and  esteemed 
him  much,  and  perhaps  wished  to  see  him  one  day 
serving  his  country  in  some  honourable  station ;  no 
man  was  more  capable  of  doing  it,  nor  had  better 
intentions  for  the  public  service  than  himself ;  and  I 
may  truly  say  that  the  many  mortifications  he  met 
with  in  ten  or  twelve  years'  struggling  in  parliament 
was  the  occasion  of  his  death.  I  have  lost  likewise 
the  truest  friend,  I  may  almost  say  servant,  that  ever 
man  had,  in  Mr.  Merrill  ;■  he  understood  the  course 
of  the  revenues  and  the  public  accounts  of  the  king, 
dom  as  well,  perhaps  better,  than  any  man  in  it,  and 
it  is  utterly  impossible  for  me  to  go  through  the 
drudgery  by  myself  which  I  used  to  do  easily  with  hit 
assistance,  and  herein  it  is  that  opposition  galls  the 
most. 

These  several  matters  I  have  enumerated  you  will 
allow  to  be  some  discouragements ;  but  nevertheless, 
when  the  time  comes,  I  believe  you  will  find  me 
acting  the  same  part  I  have  ever  done,  and  which  I 
am  more  satisfied  with  myself  for  having  done,  since 
my  conduct  has  met  with  your  approbation ;  and 
give  me  leave  to  return  you  my  sincere  thanks  for 
the  many  kind  expressions  of  your  friendship,  which 
I  esteem  as  I  ought,  and  will  endeavour  to  deserve 
as  well  as  I  can.  Ton  inquire  after  Bolingbroke, 
and  when  he  will  return  from  France.  If  he  had 
listened  to  your  admonitions  and  chidings  about 
economy  he  need  nerer  have  gone  there ;  but  now 
I  fancy  he  will  scarce  return  from  thence  till  an  old 
gentleman,  but  a  very  hale  one,  pleases  to  die>  I 
hare  seen  several  of  your  letters  on  frugality  to  our 
poor  friend  John  Gay  (who  needed  them  not),  but 
true  patriotism  can  have  no  other  foundation.  When 
I  see  lords  of  the  greatest  estates  meanly  stooping  to 
take  a  dirty  pension  becaufe  they  want  a  little  r^y 
money  for  their  extravagancies,  I  cannot  help  wish- 
ing to  see  some  papers  writ  by  you  that  may,  if  pos- 
sible, shame  them  out  of  it.  This  is  the  only  thing 
that  can  recover  our  constitution  and  restore  Eonesty. 
I  haye  often  thought  that,  if  ten  or  a  doxen  patriots 
who  are  known  to  be  rich  enough  to  haye  ten  dishes 
every  day  for  dinner  would  invite  their  friends  only 
to  two  or  three,  it  might  perhaps  shame  those  who 
cannot  afford  two  from  having  constantly  ten,  and 
so  it  would  be  in  every  other  circumstance  of  life ; 
but  luxury  is  our  ruin.  This  grave  stuff  that  I  have 
written  looks  like  preaching,  but  I  may  venture  to 
say  to  you  it  is  not,  for  I  sp^ik  from  the  sincerity  of 
my  heart.  We  are  told  a  peace  is  made ;  if  it  be 
true,  I  am  satisfied  our  ministers  did  not  so  much  as 
know  of  the  negotiation ;  the  articles,  which  are  the 
ostensible  ones,  are  better  than  could  be  expected, 
but  I  doubt  there  are  some  secret  ones  that  may 
cost  us  dear,  and  I  am  fully  convinced  the  fear  of 
these  vrill  furnish  our  ministers  a  pretence  for  not 
reducing  a  single  man  of  our  army. 

I  have  just  room  to  tell  you  a  ridiculous  story  has 
happened  here.  In  the  diocese  of  Wells  the  bishop 
and  his  chancellor  have  quarrelled :  the  consequence 
has  been  the  bishop  has  excommunicated  the  chan- 
cellor, and  he  in  return  has  excommunicated  the  two 

•  John  Merrilt.  esq  .  member  of  parliament  In  1711  Ibr  TrO' 
ffony.  and  afterward  for  8t  Alban**.  He  died  in  December,  17S4. 
b  Imd  Bolingbroke'ilkthcr,  ksd>.  Joba. 
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archdeacons.  A  Tisitation  of  the  clein^  wm  ap- 
pointed:  the  buhop  not  being  able  to  go  himself 
directed  his  archdeacons  to  risit  for  him.  The  chan- 
cellor alleges  from  the  constitution  of  him  this  can- 
not be,  and  that  the  bishop  can  delegate  his  power 
to  nobody  but  himself;  so  that  probably  all  the 
clergy  who  attend  on  the  chancellor  will  be  excom- 
municated by  the  bishop,  and  all  who  obey  the 
orders  of  the  archdeacons  will  be  excommunicated  by 
the  chancellor.  The  bishop  in  the  cathedral,  when 
the  sentence  of  excommunication  was  going  to  be 
read,  sent  for  it,  and  tore  it  in  the  open  church ;  the 
chancellor  afterwards  affixed  it  on  the  church-doors. 
There  are  a  great  many  more  rery  ridiculous  cir- 
cumstances  attending  this  affair,  which  I  cannot 
well  explain ;  but  upon  a  reference  of  the  whole  to 
my  lord  high-chancellor,  I  am  told  he  has  declared 
his  opinion  in  support  of  his  brother  chancellor.  I 
am  glad  I  hare  left  no  space  to  put  my  name  to  the 
bottom  of  this  letter ;  after  some  things  I  have  said 
it  may  be  improper,  and  I  am  sure  it  is  needless, 
when  I  assure  you  no  man  can  be  with  more  sin- 
cerity and  regard  than  I  am  your  most  obedient 
humble  servant. 


TO  MBS.  WBmBKAI, 


FROM  MBS.  WHITEWAY. 

November  25,  >7S5. 
SiR,<— I  hare  not  known  for  some  years  the  pleasure 
of  a  post-day  till  within  these  three  weeks.     I  read 
your  letters  twenty  times  oyer.     I  tell  you  this  to 
induce  you  to  continue  me  your  fsTour ;  for  I  know 
it  is  your  study  to  make  the  wretched  happy.     The 
wine  is  ready  for  the  carman,  and  all  the  caution 
taken  that  you  commanded.     If  I  durst  I  would  re- 
pine that  you  could  think  1  should  require  your 
orders  three  times  repeated  to  take  care  of  what  yoa 
told  me  your  health  depended  on.     I  rejoice  to  find 
your  stomach  is  better,  but  griere  to  hear  your  leg 
continues  so  long  bad.     I  shidl  despise  your  surgeon 
and  apothecary  if  they  do  not  cure  it  immediately. 
Apollo  has  always  waited  on  you  when  it  was  not 
half  so  material.    Where  the  yengeance  is  he  now  1 
After  all  he  justly  quits  you  since  you  have  left  off 
invoking  him.     Idleness  is  your^  crime  ;    to  punish 
you  he  confines  you  to  a  phair ;   and  the  penance  he 
enjoins  is  to  employ  your  pen  once  more  ;   if  not, 
there  are  vultures  to  play  on  legs  as  well  as  livers  : 
I  wish  you  were  safe  out  of  their  hands.     I  was  at 
the  deanery  on  Saturday,  though  I  forgot  to  mention 
it  in  my  last  letter.     My  son  was  there  yesterday  ; 
and  I  would  have  been  there  to-day  if  a  swelled 
face  had  not  prevented  me.      I  have  sent  for  Mr. 
Kenrick,  or  Mr.  Laud,  to  let  them  know  your  com- 
mands.    I  must  beg  the  favour  of  you  to  deliver  the 
enclosed  to  Dr.  Sheridan,  and  to  pardon  my  sealing 
it.     Ton  are  sensible  there  are  secreta  that  the 
nearest  friends  must  not  see.    As  you  have  nothing 
to  do  be  pleased  to  write  to  me  the  heads  of  the  two 
hundred  pages  in  manuscript,  and  I  will  give  my 
opinion  about  it.    I  must  now  entreat  you  to  think 
of  coming  to  town ;   I  trust  in  God  your  shin  will 
not  require  it ;   but  consider  how  it  is  possible  for 
me  to  mend  the  winter  evenings,  who  have  been  so 
delightfully  entertained  all  summer  at  the  deanery. 
I  have  stayed  till  the  last  moment  before  I  sealed 
this,  in  expectation  of  seeing  somebody  from  your 
house,  but  am  disappointed.     I  promise  to  take  care 
to  see  the  wine  leave  this  place  safe,  and  to  send  the 
paper  by  the  carman.      My  son  and  daughter  are 
your  most  obedient  servants.     I  am,  sir,  with  the 
highest  respect,  your  most  obliged  and  most  humble 
servant,  Martha  Whiteway. 


Dbar  Madam, — I  take  advantage  a  day  beioit  tkt 
post  to  write  to  you;  and  th&  ia  the  fint  ^i  \ 
have  ventured  to  walk  this  foitiught  past,  aetp, 
yesterday,  when  I  dined  with  my  soigeon  at  the 
barrack.  This  morning  I  viaited  four  ladies  in  the 
town,  of  which  your  friend  Mrs.  Donsldsoa  mt 
one.  My  whole  journey  has  been  disappointed  by 
this  accident,  for  I  intended  to  have  been  a  eouiasi 
rider,  and  aa  much  a  walker  as  this  dir^  towawmid 
allow.  Here  are  a  thousand  domestic  eaiiTcnicDees 
wanting ;  but  one  pair  of  tonga  vol  the  whole  bone; 
the  turf  so  wet  that  a  tolerable  fire  is  a  minde: 
the  kitchen  ia  a  cabin  a  hundred  yaids  off  and  t 
half;  the  house  back  and  fore  door  always  left  vfo, 
which,  in  a  storm,  our  constant  oompanion,  thratoi 
the  fall  of  the  whole  edifice ;  madam  as  croa  tt  tb 
devil,  and  as  lazy  as  any  of  her  aister  80W%  taiu 
nasty.  These  are  some  of  our  blind  sides.  Biu  «e 
have  a  good  room  to  eat  in,  and  the  wiie  and  k>d^ 
have  another,  where  the  doctor  often  sits  sod  sees 
to  eat,  but  comes  to  my  eating-room  (whirii  i»  b 
study),  there  finishes  hia  meal,  and  has  iliiit  oi  i 
pint  of  wine  ;  the  other  pint  ia  left  till  night.  Vm 
we  have  an  honest  neighbour,  Mr.  Price,  who  -£> 
the  evening,  and  wins  our  money  at  badLgaoust:^ 
though  the  doctor  sometimes  wins  by  hia  blnwi^- 
ing.  As  to  meat  we  are  hard  put  to  iL  It  is  rjf« 
our  beef  and  mutton  are  very  good  ;  hot  for  the  rat 
we  are  forced  to  take  up  with  hares^  partridges,  teal. 
grouse,  snipes,  woodcocks,  plover,  ailver-eek,  >t'* 
such  trash,  which,  although  they  be  plentiful  iU 
excellent  in  their  kinds,  you  know  are  unworib}  J 
a  refined  Dublin  dean.  I  expect  before  thi»  kSB 
goes  that  the  carrier  will  be  here  with  the  uriie, 
and  that  I  shall  have  time  to  chide  yos  fot  fi^c 
dozen  of  bottles  broke  by  the  ill  packing  up.  Ut 
set  out  from  hence  on  Tuesday,  but  I  suppose  cva* 
not  return  till  next  week.  I  had,  several  days  i^o, 
a  letter  from  Mrs.  8ican,  and  another  frua  Wi 
French  son,*  an  excellent  good  one ;  wbea  yoo  p 
that  way  tell  her  of  this,  with  my  aervice,  ind  thai  1 
will  write  to  her  soon.  Your  letters  have  beeo  w 
friendly,  so  frequent,  and  so  entertaining,  and  u()% 
me  so  much,  that  I  am  afraid  in  a  little  tune  tLe; 
will  make  me  forget  that  you  are  a  cousin,  sad  tie^' 
you  as  a  friend.  If  Apollo  haa  entirely  negiectei: 
my  head,  can  you  think  he  will  descend  to  tUe  off 
of  my  shin  1  Earthly  ladies  forsake  us  at  fortjt  «^- 
the  muses  discard  us  at  fif^y-five.    I  have  mentioi^ 

that  rascal  R to  Dr.  Delany,  who  defended  hit 

as  well  as  he  could,  but  very  weakly  ;  if  the  d<!eu 
will  not  cast  him  off  he  will  juatly  expose  himself  <^ 
censure. 

I  wish  you  would  speak  to  your  dearly  bdoitd 

monster,  Mr.  L ,  when  he  comes  to  tovn,  ibo<<* 

my  Laracor  agent,  to  pay  me  some  money,  ud  to 
reproach  G—  for  his  iniamous  ne^ect  of  my  »i^u^ 

He  is  one  of  your  fiivourites,  and  L anoUief ;  1 

hope  I  am  not  the  third. 

I  have  just  spoken  about  the  thread  to  Hn>  Sbe- 
ridan,  who  tells  me  that  what  you  desire  is  to  be  b»l 
here  every  market-day ;  and  that  Mra.  Doiuld$<^ 
understands  it  very  well.  •*  To  carry  on  the  thi«a«i 
of  the  discourse,  I  discovered  the  little  diity  b-4. 
the  fire-maker,  to  be  the  opener  of  the  doois  i^ 
the  leaver  of  them  so  ;  for  which  the  dean  had  ha 
lugged  this  evening  by  the  cookmaid ;  for  whicb  ht 

•  The  doctor  calls  young  Dr.  SicBn  her  l>^VDeiiMa>bMM«^ 
was  then  travelling  in  France.  Tliis  yDungfeBtlciiaA**'^ 
l«st  nnfortunately  murdered,  u  he  wu  tramlmf  ia  Itily^J* ' 
poet'«hftt8e,  by  a  person  who  fined  hw  piitolatUmftvn^^'^ 
poit-chaiM,  upon  some  dilate  between  the  dUtsn 
for  the  way. 
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Nod  her  a  threepence,*  Imd  g«Te  the  little  girl  a 
)«Bny  for  beinf  lugged ;  and  because  the  cook  did 
lot  lag  her  well  enough  he  gaye  her  a  lugging  to 
how  her  the  way.  Thete  are  some  of  our  BubUmer 
moiementi.  I  wish  you  were  here  to  imrtake  of 
hem.  The  only  thing  of  importance  I  can  tell  too 
i"— (Ay,  what  is  it  t  He  shall  be  hanged  rather  tnan 
ike  up  any  more  of  this  paper.  It  is  true  that  the 
pf^ion  club  i»  sinking  the  value  of  gold  and  silver  to 
b«  same  with  England,  and  are  putting  four  pounds 

hothead  more  duty  on  wine  \  The  cursed  ripers 
t«e  all  means  to  increase  the  numbers  of  absentees. 
Veil,  I  must  go  to  the  market  about  this  thread.  It 
I  now  Nov.  29 ;  I  fear  the  doctor  will  hedge  in  a 
inc.  I  have  now  got  Mr.  Morgan's  heathenish 
hriiitian  name,  and  will  direct  my  letters  to  him. 

ara  to  finish  a  letter  to  Mia.  Sican ;  I  desire  you 
rili  call  on  her  sometimes.    My  love  to  your  brats. 

have  settled  with  Mrs.  I>onaldson  about  the  thread ; 
itit  will  order  a  double  quantity,  that  you  may  knit 
tockings  for  your  dear  self.  Let  the  doctor  con- 
lude  1  am  ever,  &e,  *<  Madam,  I  have  only  room 
0  tell  you  that  I  will  see  you  the  12th  or  Idth  of 
)ecember)  excuse  a  long  parenthesis :  your  most 
•bedient  and" — , 


.     FROM  MRS.  ^IIITEWAY. 

DubliD,  NoTember  S9.  1735. 
!m,--T  never  was  more  out  of  temper  in  my  life  than 

liaTe  l)e«n  these  two  days ;  yesterday  tliat  I  did  not 
ear  from  you,  and  to-day  at  the  rogue  that  brought 
our  letter  to  Mr.  Kenrick  at  ten  last  night,  and  the 
lisappoinlment  we  have  met  with  fKim  him  that  was 
9  carry  the  wine  to  Cavan.  The  enclosed  letter 
:ives  m  full  an  account,  that  I  need  add  nothing  to  it 
•at  hifl  being  a  right  county  of  Cavan  man.  I  desire 
)t.  Sheridan  will  take  care  for  the  future  not  to  em- 
'loy  them  about  your  business;  I  owe  him  this  re- 
Iw^tion  for  trusting  such  rogues.  Pray  sir  tell  me 
riMt  I  shall  do  in  this  business;  shall  I  get  Mr.  Shele 
nd  Mr.  Kenrick  to  look  out  for  an  honest  carman, 
nd  agrre,  as  cheap  as  we  can,  to  carry  it  to  you  9  for 

find  there  is  no  depending  on  the  doctor^s  country- 
wi.  Had  you  assured  me,  as  you  say  the  surgeon 
uef,  that  your  leg  was  better,  my  joy  would  be  equal 
)  the  uneasiness  I  have  suffered  on  that  occasion.  I 
w  I  shall  never  have  the  pleasure  of  being  with  you 
n  your  birthday;  were  my  purse  as  heavy  as  my 
«art  is  that  I  cannot  be  with  you  to-morrow,  I  would 
'tis  night  have  been  at  Cavan,  and  have  left  it  on 
iloiiday  morning. 

I  shall  make  a  great  entertainment  to-morrow  for 
iy  family,  to  celebrate  the  drapier*s  birthday,  and 
riiik  his  health.  My  two  eldest  cubs  (match  me  that) 
r»«eiit  you  their  most  humble  and  obedient  respects, 
^tth  their  hearty  wishes  of  long  life,  health,  and  hap- 
iness  to  attend  you.  They  durst  not  take  the  liberty 
>  send  tliis  with  their  hand,  but  do  it  with  their  heart 

•>nid  you  their  own  words ;  but  where  shall  I  find 
py  that  can  express  what  I  would  say  on  the  subject  f 
^>|?  mos^  sincere  would  be  what  I  desire  for  myself 
hiUt  I  continue  in  this  world,  which  is  health  and 
uietne*.  This  I  pray  God  grant  you  in  the  largest 
ropoTtion,  and  life  as  long  as  you  shall  desire  it! 

Air.  Morgan's  heatheitish  name  is  Marcus  Antonins ; 
*aw  him  and  his  lady  yesterday,  who  lioth  say  they 
wuld  he  glad  to  kiss  your  hand ;  his  eldest  son  is  in 
i«  meaales.  Last  night  died  the  bishop  of  Ossory, 
I  an  inflammation  on  the  lungs ;  he  caught  cold  |on 
J>»rfay  at  the  castle-chapel.  We  have  provideti  one 
'the  bishoprics  for  Dr.  Marlay. 

1  am  told  by  some  people  that  lord  Orrery  intends 
"  A  little  flilver  )>iece  current  in  those  days ;  but  the  species 
"wen  long  worn  out. 


to  make  yon  and  Dr.  Sheridan  a  visit ;  if  so  I  fear  it 
will  be  long  time  before  you  will  think  of  returning 
here.  I  expect  a  long  letter  from  Dr.  Sheridan,  in 
answer  to  all  that  I  have  said  to  him  in  this. 

1  think  this  la  so  well  written  that  it  needs  no 
apology  for  a  had  pen.  I  am,  sir,  yoar  most  humble 
and  most  obedient  servant,       Martha  Whiteway. 


FROM  MRS.  WHITEWAY. 

Dublin,  December  2, 1735. 
Sib, — I  waded  this  morning  through  dirt  and  rain  to 
the  deanery ;  but  I  place  no  more  to  your  account 
than  from  High-street.  I  found  everything  in  great 
order;  your  bed  and  window-curtains  cleaned,  and, 
to  my  satisfaction,  the  great  chairs  covered  ;  the  dogs 
in  high  spirits,  the  women  in  good  humour,  and  Mr. 
Kenrick  and  Mrs.  Ridgeway  on  duty.  I  am  quite 
j  ashamed  of  my  entertainment  on  Sunday.     The  dra- 

Sier  s  birthday  was  celebrated  by  Mr.  Laud  with  a 
inner  of  wild-duck,  plover,  turkey,  and  pullet :  two 
bowls  of  punch,  and  three  bottles  of  claret.  At  night 
Mr.  Kennck  gave  a  supper,  with  an  ocean  of  puncli.* 
Their  houses  were  illuminated  and  the  bells  rung. 
Several  other  houses  followed  their  example. 

I  am  almost  reconciled  to  your  surgeon ;  the  next 
letter  I  hope  will  finish  our  quarrel.  When  he  has 
set  you  firmly  on  your  legs,  if  making  gods  were  not 
out  of  fashion,  ,'I  would  translate  him ;  however  he 
shall  be  my  saint. 

As  you  have  been  remarkable  for  never  being  severe 
on  the  ladies,  I  am  surprised  you  should  say  that  we 
forsake  the  men  at  forty.  I  deny  the  fact ;  while  tliey 
dug  our  praises,  we  continue  to  hold  Ihem  in  admira- 
tion. For  an  example  of  this,  I  give  the  author  of  the 
"  Lady's  Dressing-room,"  and  "  Strephon  and  Chloe," 
who,  by  writing  these  poems,  gained  the  hearts  of  tlie 
whole  sex. 

I  heartily  pity  you  for  want  of  meat;  I  wish  I  could 
send  you  a  large  shoulder  of  mutton,  fresh  killed ;  how 
pure  and  sweet  it  would  eat!  I  have  just  leA  ]jart 
of  one  in  the  parlour ;  the  very  thoughts  of  it  make  me 
hungry  again :  I  think  I  will  go  down  and  take  the 
other  slice.**  I  know  it  is  not  to  any  purpose  to  re- 
proach you  with  avarice  for  a  poor  pint  of  wine  among 
three  of  you.  Whatever  you  do  at  home,  I  am  ashamed 
to  find  you  show  it  at  Cavan :  I  suppose  your  excuse 
will  be  at  the  expense  of  the  poor  carman ;  but  if  you 
had  any  generosity  you  would  live  on  the  public,  as 
I  do,  till  your  rents  came  in.  Dr.  Sheridan  says 
**  you  gave  private  orders,  and  countermanded  the 
wine,  to  sponge  on  him.**  I  own  I  tliink  it  looks  like 
it,  or  you  would  not  have  let  the  man  come  to  town 
without  a  car. 

I  see  you  are  proof  against  storms  within  and  with- 
out doors,  or  you  would  not  think  of  staying  in  the 
cowitry  when  the  doctor  leaves  it.  There  is  no  oc- 
casion for  you  to  convince  the  world  that  you  want  but 
one  trial  to  outdo  Socrates  in  everything ;  let  not  this 
keep  you,  for  I  promise  to  provide  one  for  three  shillings 
and  fourpence  that  shall  outshine  Solomon's  brawler. 

Molly  and  young  Harrison  are  grown  so  saucy  at 
seeing  their  names  so  often  in  your  letters,  that  I  can- 
not ffovem  them  :  pray  be  pleased  to  take  them  down 
a  little.  All  that  I  can  do  to  vex  them  is  not  to  send 
you  their  compliments.  My  son  entreats  you  will 
finish  your  Latina  Auglia  treatise ;  which  he  desires 
you  will  immediately  send  him  a  copy  of. 

Doctor  Sheridan*s  last  letter  is  so  long  and  full  of 

*  Us  was  the  deaa'i  verier. 

^  H«re  kin.  Whiteway  it  netry  with  the  doctas.  who  could 
not  endure  mutton  nhicn  had  not  been  killed  three  or  four  days 
before :  on  the  contrary,  Mn.  Whiteway  liked  hen  to  ttnh 
thai  Dr.  Swift  need  pleaauitly  to  my  of  her  "  that  shs  liked 
maHoB  thai  was  killed  to  saonow 
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particulan,  tiiat  I  cannot  answer  it  till  I  we  him.  I 
am  80  proud  of  being  discarded  from  being  a  cousin, 

that  for  the  future  I  shall  not  own  either  esq. 

or  Mr.  -^^ .—  for  reUtions ;  nor  ever  dare  to  think 
you  a  favourite.  But  I  hope  you  will  allow  me  to 
term  you  my  oracle,  and  to  acknowledge  myself,  sir, 
your  most  humble  and  most  obedient  servant, 

Mabtha  Whitbway. 

TO  MRS.  WHITEWAY. 

Cavan,  Deeember  6, 1735, 
Dear  Madam, — I  have  yours  of  November  the  29th. 
The  doctor,  who  is  always  sanguine,  reckoned  upon 
the  wine  as  sure  as  if  it  had  been  in  his  cellar  under 
the  stairs ;  but  I,  who  am  ever  desponding,  told  him 
I  was  sure  there  would  be  some  disappointment.     I 
matter  it  not,  for  we  have  enough  still  to  hold  us  a 
reasonable  term,  at  one  bottle  a-day  between  us,  at 
least  if  he  would  leave  off  inviting  young  Mr.  Price, 
Panon  Richardson,  Mr.  Nash,  Mr.  Jacob,  surgeon  of 
the   troop,   squire  Fleming    of  iBalhaynockhye,   Dr. 
O'Neil,   Dr.  Fludd,   parson    Charlton  of  Evacthon- 
yeul,  l«8ides  the  rest  of  our  Cavan  gentry  and  neigh- 
bourhood.    I   will  not  have  the  wine  sent  by  any 
carrier  on  purpose :  it  would  be  a  confounded  ex- 
pense :  but  we  will  wait  until  a  further  opportunity  by 
Marcus  Tully,  the  genuine  orator  and  carrier  of  our 
city.     I  refused  a  long  time  to  show  the  doctor  that 
part  of  your  letter  which  reflects  upon  not  only  his 
countrymen  but  his  townsmen,  and  fifty  to  one  but 
upon  one  of  his  own  or  madam*s  cousins ;  yet  there  is 
no  danger  of  kindred,  for  our  town  agrees  that  Tully 
is  an  honest  carrier.     I  was  in  hopes  your  great  enter- 
tainment had  been  for  your  tenant,  with  his  half-year's 
rent.     I  am  sorry  that  it  was  on  account  of  some  scrub 
drapier  of  whom  I  never  heard.     Only  I  know  they 
are  all  rogues,  and  I  shall  not  pay  for  their  extrava- 
gance.    I  forgot  to  tell  you  that  the  barrack-surgeon 
prescribed  the  very  same  medicine  that  you  advised 
for  my  shin.     My  leg  is  so  well  that  I  have  been 
twice  riding,  and  walk  in  the  town,  that  is  to  say  in 
the  dirt,  every  day.     We  have  now  a  fine  frost,  and 
walk  safe  from  dirt ;  but  it  is  like  a  life  at  court,  very 
slippery.     I  do  not  like  to  see  my  money  laid  out  in 
cleaning  curtains  and  covering  cliairs ;  but  since,  as 
you  say,  you  arenleased  to  be  at  that  expense,  I  thank- 
fully submit.     The  doctor  will  be  with  you  on  Friday 
next :  he  goes  to  see  the  grand  monde,  and  beg  sub- 
scriptions to  build  a  schoolliouse.     He  taxes  you  only 
at  ten  guineas.     I  am  to  stay  with  madam  and  her 
daughter  until  his  return,  which  will  be  about  a  month 
hence,  when  the  days  grow  longer  and  warmer.     Pox 
take  country  ladies*  dinners.     In  spite  of  all  I  could 
say,  1  was  kept  so  late  by  their  fonnality  on  Thursday 
last,  that  I  was  forced  to  ride  five  miles  after  nightfall 
on  the  worst  road  in  Europe  or  county  of  Cavan.   The 
doctor  cannot  have  time  to  write  a  word :  he  expects 
a  rogue  of  an  agent  this  evening,  who  will  not  come, 
with  two  or  three  hundred  pounds  arrears,  by  which 
means  I  shall  be  kept  here  for  want  of  money,  which  I 
was  fool  enough  to  expect  to  get  from  him,  to  bear  my 
charges  back.     My  shin  cost  me  three  guineas,  and  I 
brought  but  twenty  pounds.     1  desire  the  room  and 
bed  I  lie  in  may  be  oflen  aired.     The  doctor  will  not 
lie  at  the  deanery,  because  it  is  far  from  his  friends, 
and  he  is  afraid  of  robben.     I  approve  your  name  of 
cub ;  but  may  your  male  cub  never  sit  in  the  club ! 
I  will  not  pay  the  three  shillings  and  fourpence  for  a 
wife,  as  you  propose,  because  I  can  get  one  here  for 
two  thirteens.     Mrs.  Donaldson  is  making  the  thread 
with  her  own  fair  fingers.     I  dare  not  come  to  town  till 
Miss  Harrison  gives  me  a  general  discharge.     I  desire 
to  know  her  utmost  demands.     My  chief  amusement 
here  is  backgammon. '    Dr.  Sheridan  if  a .  peevish 


bungler,  and  I  sometiittei  irai  bit  money.  Mi.  Piiei 
is  an  expert  civil  gamester,  and  I  always  loss  to  bin. 
This  is  the  state  of  my  aflain.  The  doctor  is  cmt 
up,  and  says  be  will  not  write  a  woid,  because  be  ii 
busy,  and  will  see  you  soon.  Emire  mam,  I  will  not 
stay  when  the  dootor  is  gone ;  bat  this  is  a  secret;  snd 
if  my  health  and  Che  weather  will  permit,  1  will  be  in 
town  two  or  three  days  after  him«  So  1  dsse  d» 
letter,  and  remain  emiienmemi  ik  esstf,  &c 

My  humble  senrioe  to  the  beani*  and  hit  ]dj. 
God  ever  bless  you  and  your  fireside. 


TO  THE  DITKB  OF  BORSCT. 

Deoenilier  ss,  I  <B> 
Mr  Lord, — Your  grace  fairly  owes  roe  one  hunfaei 
and  ten  pounds  a-year  in  the  church,  which  I  tbi 
prove.  I  desired  you  would  bestow  a  prefensent  cf 
one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  a-year  to  s  orud 
clergyman.  Your  answer  was,  that  I  asked  tnodeitly; 
that  you  would  not  promise,  bat  you  would  gnnt  oj 
request  However,  for  want  of  good  intellq;(Doe  >:. 
bemg  (after  a  cant  word  used  here)  an  expert  kisp 
fisher,  that  clergrman  took  up  with  forty  poawisx 
year ;  and  I  shall  never  trouble  your  grace  my  i»n 
on  his  behalf.  Now,  by  plain  arithmetic  it  foUon 
that  one  hundred  and  ten  pounds  remain :  and  tia 
arrear  I  have  assigned  to  one  Mr.  John  Jacbon. » 
cousin-german  of  the  Grattans,  who  b  vicar  of  Saotrj. 
and  has  a  small  estate,  with  two  eons  aodssna; 
daughters,  all  grown  up.  He  has  lain  some  yeta  « ^ 
weight  upon  me,  which  I  Toluntuily  took  up  oc.  v* 
count  of  his  virtue,  piety,  and  good  sense,  and  aotus? 
almost  to  a  fault  Your  grace  is  now  disposing  of  ttr 
debria^  of  two  bishoprics,  among  wfaidi  is  the  donn 
of  Ferns,  worth  between  eighty  and  one  hwM 
pounds  a>year,  which  will  make  this  gentlemao  eaNff*. 
who,  besides  his  other  good  qualitxes,  is  as  lojsl  si  yn 
could  wish. 

I  cannot  but  tlunk  that  your  grace,  to  wbom  (M 
has  given  every  amiable  quality,  is  bound,  vben  jn. 
have  satisfied  all  the  expectations  of  those  who  to^' 
power  in  your  club,^  to  do  something  at  the  requrtf  ^i 
others,  who  love  you  on  your  own  account  wittan.' 
expecting  anything  for  themselves.  I  have  TCDtrm^ 
once  or  twice  to  drop  hints  in  favour  of  Mme  tytt  ^ 
serving  gentlemen,  who  I  was  assured  had  been  R- 
commended  to  you  by  persons  of  weight ;  bat  I  n*'^^ 
found  by  your  general  answers,  that,  althou^  I  ^^ 
been  an  old  courtier,  you  knew  how  to  silence  mt.  ^J 
diverting  the  discourse :  which  made  me  reflect  tiit' 
courtiers  resemble  gamesters,  the  latter  findiof  oo 
arts  unknown  to  the  older ;  ami  one  of  them  ma'^ 
me  that  he  has  lost  fourteen  diousand  pooods  once  ^ 
left  off  play,  merely  by  dabbling  with  those  vbo  b». 
contrived  new  refinements. 

My  lord,  I  will,  as  a  divine,  quote  Scriptwe:  .U- 
though  the  children's  meat  should  not  be  given  tod« 
yet  the  dogs  eat  the  scraps  tiiat  fall  from  die  cbildici' 
table.  This  is  the  second  leoaest  I  have  erer  o^ 
your  grace  directly.  Mr.  Jacxson  is  eoudena^  t 
live  on  his  own  small  estate,  part  whereof  if  io  ^'* 
parish,  about  four  miles  from  hence,  wbeie  be  ^^ 
built  a  fiimily  house,  more  expensive  than  be  bAnM 
He  is  a  clogyman  of  long  standing,  and  of  a  lasA^' 
blemished  character ;  but  the  misfortune  is,  be  kwu' 
one  enemy  to  whom  I  might  appeal  for  the  tratb  of  v-^' 
I  say.  Pray,  my  lord,  be  not  alarmed  si  tbe  t*!J 
deanery,  nor  imagine  it  a  dignity  like  those  we  bt* 
in  England ;  for,  except  three  or  foar,  tbc  not  )»>' 
little  power,  rather  none,  as  dean  and  clnjttr.  ^* 


*  Mr.  Morgan,  to  whom  this  letter 
^  Hie  shmtterrd  remains. 
**  The  parlUmeat  of  IreUnd. 
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rldam  any  land  at  alL  It  if  unuUly  a  linng,  con- 
i«ting  of  ODe  or  more  parishes,  aome  Yery  poor  and 
then  better  endowed ;  but  all  in  tithes.  Mr.  Jackson 
aiiiiot  leave  his  present  situation,  and  only  desires 
>ni«  very  moderate  addition.  My  lord,  I  do  not  de* 
eire  your  grace  when  I  say  yon  will  oblige  great 
umbers  even  of  those  who  aie  most  at  your  devotion 
y  conferring  this  favour,  or  any  other  that  will 
iiswer  the  same  end.  MuUa^  &c.,  V€met  manutouxiiio 
IMC — SU  ptihi  (nam  mulio  phtm  simiait),  ac  vebtti  it 
^utUri  cogemttM  in  hanc  deeedtrt  turbam. 

I  would  have  waited  on  your  grace,  and  taken  the 

rivilege  of  my  usual  thirteen  minutes,  if  I  had  not 

•fii  prevented  by  my  old  disorder  in  my  bead;  for 

hich  1  have  been  forced  to  confine  myself  to  the  pre- 

ir|}ts  of  my  physicians. 


PROM  THE  EARL  OP  ORRERY. 

JanntLry  S,  1736. 
>FAB  Sir, — I  have  thought  it  more  than  a  century 
litre  I  saw  you.  I  crawled  out  to  you  on  Saturday, 
tut  was  forced  to  come  from  your  house  and  go  to 
•c<]  ;  since  which  time  I  have  not  stirred  out  of  my 
luimber.  My  cold  continues  still  bad,  and  has  been 
atiging  npon  me  now  for  above  a  fortnight.  Pray 
^11  me  when  I  may  hope  to  see  you  i^ain  :  tt  notat 
M/lire  et  reddtre  roeet.  I  dine  at  home  to-morrow : 
rill  vou  share  a  fowl  with  me?  I  am  scarce  able  to 
old  up  my  head;  but  the  sight  of  you  will  go  a 
Trat  way  toward  recovering  your  ever  obliged  and 
iiithful  servant,  Orrebv. 


PROM  MRS.  PENDARVES. 

Bath,  Januarv,  1736. 
Sir, — I  am  told  you  have  some  thoughts  of  coming 
«?re  in  the  spring.  I  do  not  think  it  proper  to  tell  you 
to%r  well  pleased  I  am  with  that  faint  prospect :  for 
uch  I  must  call  it  till  the  report  is  confirmed  with 
uur  own  hand.  I  write  all  m  haste  to  know  if  you 
cally  lia\'e  any  such  design ;  for  if  you  have,  I  shall 
rder  my  affairs  accordingly,  that  I  may  be  able  to 
iieet  you  here.  The  good  old  custom  of  wishing 
,  happy  new  year  to  one^s  friends  is  now  exploded 
jiiuiigst  our  refined  people  of  the  present  age;  but 

ho[>e  you  will  give  me  leave  to  tell  you,  with- 
ut  being  ofiended,  that  I  wish  you  many  years 
r  happiness.  The  physicians  have  at  last  advised 
iiy  sister  to  the  Bath  waters.  We  have  been  here 
,  tortxiight  :  they  do  not  disagree  with  her;  this 
I  all  can  be  said  of  them  at  present.  I  wrote  to 
ou  from  Paradise,  and  hope  there  is  a  letter  of 
ours  travelling  towards  me:  I  think  I  have  used 
oil  to  a  bad  custom  of  late,  that  of  writing  two 
i^ttcni  for  one  of  yours.  I  am  often  told  I  have 
Teut  assurance  in  writing  to  you  at  all;  and  to 
Hi  sure  I  must  do  it  with  great  fear  and  trembling. 

am  not  believed  when  I  affirm  I  write  to  you 
ritb  as  much  ease  as  to  any  correspondent  I  have; 
(ir  I  know  you  are  as  much  above  criticising  a 
ctter  of  mine  as  I  should  be  below  your  notice 
r  I  g.ave  myself  any  aflected  airs:  you  have  en- 
ijuragcd  my  correspondence,  and  I  should  be 
.  brute  if  I  did  not  make  the  best  of  such  an  op- 
.<irtunity. 

_  Bath  is  full  of  people,  such  as  they  are;  none 
7orth  giving  you  any  account  of:  my  solace  is  Mrs. 
ia.rbcr,  whose  spirit  and  good  countenance  cheers  me 
V  heriever  I  hear  or  tee  her ;  she  is  at  present  pretty 
veil. 

Conapany  is  this  moment  coming  up  stairs,  and  I 
.All  only  add  tliat  I  am,  sir,  your  most  faithful  humble 
ervaiit,  M.  Pendarves. 


TO  MB.  FAT7LKNEB. 

'January  8, 1736. 

Mr.  Faulkner, — I  am  answering  a  letter  1  had  from 
Mr.  Pope  when  I  was  at  Cavan.  My  alsence  and 
sickness,  since  I  retired,  have  hindered  me  from 
writing  to  him.  He  complains  of  his  unluckiness  that 
you  could  never  find  him  at  home,  which,  he  says, 
since  his  mother*s  death,  he  is  ofhin  absent  from.  I 
here  will  transcribe  a  naragraph  which  relates  to  you, 
and  I  desire  you  will  return  an  answer  to  it  time 
enough  for  me  to  send  a  letter  to-night,  and  I  will  in- 
sert the  sum  of  it 

"  As  to  his  (^fr.  Faulkner's)  design  about  my 
works,  I  beg  you  will  desire  him  to  postpone  it 
until  he  sees  the  duodecimo  edition  of  them  here 
with  the  first  volume,  published  by  lintot :  for  that, 
joined  to  the  rest  by  Gilelver,  •  will  make  the  com- 
pletest  hitherto  extant,  and  is  revised  by  me.  I  guess 
they  will  be  out  at  Christmas.** 

Pray,  let  me  know  what  answer  I  shall  make  to 
Mr.  Pope  :  write  it  down  and  send  it  by  any  messen- 
ger, the  sooner  the  better,  for  I  am  an  ill  writer^at 
night.     I  am  yours,  &c.  Jonathan  Svfivr' 

I  think  you  may  send  your  answer  by  the  bearer,  for 
it  need  not  take  above  two  lines. 


FROM  DB.  SHERIDAN. 

Cavan.  January  17,  1736. 
Dear  Sir, — I  received  your  letter  of  reproaches  with 
pleasure ;  and  as  1  know  you  hate  excuses,  I  shall 
make  none.  Whoever  has  informed  you  that  I  was 
not  in  my  school  at  the  right  time  appointed  has  not 
done  me  justice ;  for  whatever  else  I  may  disappoint, 
that  shall  be  inviolably  and  punctually  observed 
by  me. 

*  *  *  *  As  for  my  quondam  friends,  as  you 
style  them,  quon-dam  them  all.  It  is  the  most  decent 
way  I  can  curse  them  ;  for  tliey  lulled  me  asleep  till 
they  stole  my  school  into  the  hands  of  a  blockhead, 
and  have  driven  me  toward  the  latter  end  of  m^  life  to 
a  disagreeable  solitude,  where  I  have  the  misery  to 
reflect  upon  my  folly  in  making  sudi  a  perfidious 
choice,  at  a  time  when  it  was  not  in  my  nature  to  sua- 
pect  any  soul  upon  earth.        •        •        «        • 

Now  to  think  a  little  for  myself.  The  duke  of  Dor- 
set does  certainly  owe  me  a  small  living  for  the 
expensive  entertainment  I  gave  him  from  Terence.**  I 
only  want  a  proper  person  to  dun  him ;  and  I  know  it 
will  be  done  if  my  lord  Orrery  will  undertake  it.  Do 
not  think  me  sanguine  in  this ;  for  more  unlikely  and 
less  reasonable  favours  have  been  granted.  God  knows 
whether,  during  my  life,  we  shall  have  another  scholar 
sent  us  for  a  lord-lieutenant  *        *        * 

I  wish  you  as  much  happiness  as  I  have  plague, 
which  is  enough  fiar  any  honest  man.  I  am,  dear  sir, 
your  most  obedient,  very  humble  servant, 

Thomas  Sheridan. 


TO  MR.  POPE. 

Febrittry  7, 1736. 
It  is  some  time  since  I.dined  at  the  bishop  of  Derry's, 
where  Mr.  Secretary  Gary  told  me,  with  great  concern, 
that  you  were  taken  very  ill.  I  have  heard  nothing 
since,  only  I  have  continued  in  great  pain  of  mind,  yet 
for  my  own  sake  and  the  world's  more  than  for  yours; 
because  I  well  know  how  little  you  value  life,  both  as 
a  philosopher  and  a  Christian;  particularW  the  latter, 
wherein  nardly  one  in  a  million  of  us  heretics  can 
equal  you.  If  you  are  well  recovered  you  ought  to 
be  reproached  for  not  putting  me  especially  out  of 
pain,  who  could  not  bear  the  loss  of  you ;  al&ougb 

a  Lawton  GiUcver,  a  bookvUer. 
This  waa  a  pUy  of  Terencf*.  acted  by  the  doctor's  Kholais 
'  for  the  entertain  mrQt  of  the  duke» 


761 


EPISTOLARY  CORRESPONDENCB. 


we  must  be  for  ever  distant  as  moch  as  if  I  were  in 
tlie  grave,  for  which  my  years  and  continual  indisposi- 
tion are  preparing  me  every  season.  I  have  stayed  too 
long  from  pressing  you  to  give  me  some  ease  by  an  ac* 
count  of  your  health ;  pray  do  not  use  me  so  ill  any 
more.  I  look  upon  you  as  an  estate  from  which  I 
receive  my  best  annual  rents,  although  I  am  never  to 
see  it.  Mr.  Tickell  was  at  the  same  meeting  tmder  the 
same  real  concern ;  and  so  were  a  hundred  others  of 
this  town  who  had  never  seen  you. 

I  read  to  the  bishop  of  Deiry  the  paragraph  in  your 
letter  which  concerned  him,  and  nis  lordship  ex- 
pressed his  thankfulness  in  a  manner  that  became  him. 
He  is  esteemed  here  as  a  person  of  learning,  and  con- 
versation, and  humanity,  but  he  is  beloved  by  all 
people. 

I  have  nobody  now  left  but  you :  pray  be  so  kind 
as  to  outlive  me,  and  then  die  as  soon  as  you  pleas^ 
but  without  pain,  and  let  us  meet  in  a  better  place, 
if  my  religion  will  permit,  but  rather  my  virtue, 
although  much  unequal  to  yours.  Pray  let  my  lord 
Bathurst  know  how  much  I  love  him ;  I  still  insist 
on  his  remembering'  me,  although  he  is  too  much  in 
the  world  to  honour  an  absent  friend  with  his  letten. 
My  state  of  health  is  not  to  boast  of;  my  giddiness 
is,  more  or  less,  too  constant;  I  sleep  ill  and  have 
a  poor  appetite.  I  can  as  easily  write  a  poem  in  the 
Chinese  language  as  my  own ;  I  am  as  fit  for  matri- 
mony as  invention ;  and  yet  I  have  daily  schemes  for 
innumerable  essays  in  prose,  and  proceed  sometimes 
to  no  less  than  half  a  dozen  lines,  which  the  next 
morning  become  waste  paper.  What  vexes  me  most 
is,  that  my  female  friend^  who  could  bear  me  very 
well  a  dozen  years  ago,  have  now  forsaken  me, 
although  I  am  not  so  old  in  proportion  to  them  as  I 
formerly  was :  which  I  can  prove  by  arithmetic,  for 
then  I  was  double  their  age,  which  now  I  am  not. 
Pray  put  me  out  of  fear  as  soon  as  you  can,  about  that 
ugly  report  of  your  illness ;  and  let  me  know  who  this 
Cheselden  *  is,  that  has  so  lately  sprmig  up  in  your 
favour.  Give  me  also  some  account  of  your  neigh- 
bour [Mr,  Pulteiiey]  who  wrote  to  me  from  Bath : 
I  hear  lie  resolves  to  be  strenuous  for  taking  off  the 
test ;  which  grieves  me  extremely,  from  all  tlie  un- 
prejudiced reasons  I  ever  was  able  to  form,  and 
against  the  maxims  of  all  wise  Christian  governments, 
which  always  had  some  established  religion,  leaving  at 
best  a  toleration  to  others. 

Farewell,  my  dearest  friend  I  ever,  and  upon  every 
account  that  can  create  friendship  and  esteem. 

Jonathan  Swift. 


TO  MR.  POPE. 

February  9,  1736. 
I  CANNOT  properly  call  you  my  best  friend  because  I 
have  not  anotlier  left  who  deserves  the  name,  such  a 
havoc  have  time,  death,  exile,  and  oblivion  made.** 
Perhaps  you  would  have  fewer  complaints  of  my  ill 
health  and  lowness  of  spirits,  if  they  were  not  some 
excuse  for  my  delay  of  writing  even  to  you.  It  is 
perfectly  right  what  you  say  of  the  indifference  in 
common  friends,  whether  we  are  sick  or  well,  happy 
or  miserable.  The  very  maid-servants  in  a  family 
have  the  same  notion :  I  have  heard  them  often  say, 
Oh,  I  am  very  sick,  if  anybody  cared  for  it !  I  am 
vexed  when  my  visitors  come  with  the  compliment 
usual  here,  Mr.  Dean,  1  hope  you  are  very  well.  My 
popularity  that  you  mention  is  wholly  confined  to  the 

•  The  celebrated  Bnrrron  and  anatomist. 

^  All  the»e  letten  of  Swift  are  curious  and  interestinff,  as 
they  giTO  us  an  aoeount  of  the  gradual  decay  of  his  iatoilects 
and  temper,  and  strength  of  mind  and  body,  and  fill  us  with 
inanv  melancholy  but  useful  reflections.    We  see  the  steps  by 

*\ich  tliis  great  genius  sunk  into  dUemtent,  into  peevitmets. 
» iMdigmtjf,  into  torpor,  into  insamtjft 


common  people,  who  are  more  constant  Ihsn  tibov  rt 
miscal  their  oetters.  I  walk  the  streeti,  sod  lo  do  mj 
lower  friends,  from  whom,  and  from  whom  alont  I 
have  a  thousand  hats  and  blessings  upon  old  tam, 
which  those  we  call  the  gentry  have  forgot.  But  I 
have  not  the  love,  or  hardly  tlie  civility,  of  mi.* 
man  in  power  or  station ;  and  I  can  bosst  that  I 
neither  visit  or  am  acquainted  with  any  lord,  tempcnl 
or  spiritual,  in  the  whole  kingdom ;  nor  am  able  la  do 
the  least  good  office  to  the  most  deserviog  mao,rxcf|i 
what  I  can  dispose  of  in  my  own  cafiwdnl  \(j^>i 
vacancy.  AVhat  has  sunk  my  spirits  more  than  •mi 
years  and  sickness  is  reflecting  on  tlie  most  exccnUe 
corruptions  that  run  through  every  branch  of  ptLlk 
management. 

I  heartily  thank  you  for  those  lines  tnisliif^ 
Singula  de  nobit  anni*  Sec.  You  have  put  tbem  m  i 
strong  and  admirable  light ;  but  however  I  am  •>  ps- 
tial  as  to  be  more  delighted  with  those  which  m% 
do  me  the  greatest  honour  I  shall  ever  receive  fru 
posterity,  and  will  outweigh  the  malignity  of  tentW 
sand  enemies.  I  never  saw  them  before,  by  vbid  >: 
is  plain  that  the  letter  you  sent  me  miscanicd.— I  o 
not  doubt  that  you  have  choice  of  new  acquaioUin. 
and  some  of  them  may  be  deserving :  for  youth  u  ur 
season  of  virtue :  corruptions  grow  with  yean,  a»i  1 
believe  the  oldest  rogue  in  England  is  the  giuiA 
You  have  years  enough  before  you  to  watch  vbr'if 
these  new  acqixaintance  will  keep  their  virtue  ib^ 
they  leave  you  and  go  into  the  world ;  how  loDg  su 
their  spirit  of  independency  last  against  the  temptiii  -» 
of  future  ministers  and  future  kings. — As  to  tbf  tn 
lord-lieutenant,  I  never  knew  any  of  t^  familr:!* 
that  I  shall  not  be  able  to  get  any  job  done  by  him  U 
any  deserving  friend. 

FROM  LADY  BETTY  GERMAIN. 

Febtuary  1«.  l*-^ 
I  AH  sorry  to  hear  yotur  complaints  still  of  pidfiin^- 
I  was  in  hopes  you  would  have  mended,  like  my  ]»- 
blind  eyes,  witn  old  age.  According  to  tbecusti««' 
all  old  women,  I  must  recommend  to  you  a  mediroA 
which  is  certainly  a  very  innocent  one,  and  ^ 
say  does  great  good  to  that  distemper,  which  it  obi^ 
wearing  oil-cloUi  the  breadth  of  your  feet  sul  wi^* 
your  skin.  I  have  often  found  it  to  do  megi^vl^' 
the  headache. 

I  do  not  know  what  offences  the  duke  U  IV^' 
club,  as  you  call  them,  commit  in  your  eyes;  bat  ^ 
my  apprehension,  the  parliament  cannot  bat  behu? 
well,  amce  they  let  him  have  such  a  quiet  ltf^>^ 
And  as  to  all  sorts  of  politics,  they  are  now  mf  ^^ 
aversion,  and  I  will  leave  them  to  be  discuwii  ■) 
those  who  have  a  better  skill  in  them. 

If  my  niece  has  been  humbled  by  being  nii^  J^^ 
older,  her  late  inherited  great  fortune  will  ^«'•• 
tify  her  in  the  eyes  of  a  great  many  people;  Jp  •* 
may  grow  proud  again  upon  that  The  couotrt*  J 
Suffolk  is  your  humble  servant  Mr.  Pope  «wi  '"^ 
appear  to  have  a  tnie  value  for  one  another.  »' ' 
suppose  there  is  no  doubt  of  it;  I  will  ^^^  * 
my  friends  sincerity,  and  I  do  not  questiwi  .*J- 
Pope's.  Why,  pray,  do  you  fancy  I  da  vcij^^ 
to  cultivate  Mr.  Popes  acquaintance?  But  pflhifj 
if  I  seek  it  too  much,  I  might  meet  with  a  rrU-i 
as  you  say  her  M.  did.  However,  we  do  often  *-■ « 
together  at  third  places ;  and  as  to  my  own  b^*^- 
though  he  would  be  extremely  welcome,  he  ha*  ^" 
numerous  friends  and  acquaintance  already  b>  if^ 
me  a  day,  unless  you  will  come  to  BnylanJ*  •- 
then  he  might  be  induced  to  meet  you  berf. 
Biddy  Floyd  has  passed  thus  far  of  the  winter  y 

*  *'  The  circling  years  on  hnmaa  plessam  p^T; 
They  steal  my  homoor  aad  my  miitk  »*«f  • 
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«(ter  healUi  than  otual,  though  her  cough  will  Dot 
orsake  ber.  She  is  much  your  humble  acrraDt, 
tud  to  it  molt  BiDcerply  your  old  (riend, 

£.  Gkrmain. 


TO  MRS.  WHITEWAY. 

Febroftiy  18. 17M. 
Hy  dear  Madam, — ^I  pity  you  and  your  family,  and 
heartily  pray  for  both  :  I  pity  myself,  and  my  prayers 
trc  not  wanting :  but  I  pity  not  him.*  I  count  already 
Imt  you  and  I  and  the  world  must  lose  him  :  but  do 
lot  lose  yourself.  I  was  bom  to  a  million  of  disap- 
tointmetits  ;  I  had  set  my  heart  very  much  upon  that 
roung  man ;  but  I  find  he  has  no  business  in  so  cor- 
iipt  a  world.  Therefore  pray  take  courage  from 
:hri9tianity  which  will  assist  you  when  humanity 
ails :  I  wish  I  were  in  his  condition,  with  his  virtues. 
!  am  a  little  mending,  to  my  shame  be  it  spoken.  I 
lioll  also  lo^  a  sort  of  a  son  as  well  as  you ;  only  our 
'lues  are  different ;  for  you  have  more,  and  it  is  your 
Inty  to  preserve  yourself  for  them.  I  am  ever  your 
nost  affectionate  and  obedient,  ftc. 

Jonathan  Swift. 

FROM  THE  BISHOP  OF  KILMORE> 

Febniary  >3. 1786. 
Ikverbxd  Sir, — I  send  you  the  whole  piece,<!  such  as 
t  is :  I  fear  you  will  find  the  addition  pursuant  to 
rour  hint  heavy  ;  for  I  could  not  get  my  imagination 
rarmed  to  the  same  degree  as  in  the  former  part.  I  hope 
r<m  will  supply  what  shall  be  wanting  of  spirit ;  and 
shfn  you  fiave  pruned  the  rough  feathers,  the  ands 
m\  thats,  &c.,  you  will  send  the  kite  to  the  fiiulconer 
0  set  it  a-flying.  I  am  your  very  faithful  and  obedient 
arrant,  J.  HoRT. 

May  not  I  claim  three  or  four  copies  when  printed  ? 


TO  MISS  HARRISON. 

Febraary  83. 17a«. 
pBAR  Miss  Habrison,— I  am  in  all  possible  concern 
or  your  present  situation  :  I  heartly  wish  you  could 
mail  on  your  mother  to  remove  immediately  to  some 
rienU  or  neighbour's  house,  that  she  may  be  out  of  the 
»Kht  and  hearing  of  what  must  be  done  to-day.  I 
vish  your  eldest  brother  Whiteway  would  take  care  to 
'orry  her  to  some  part  of  the  town  where  she  might  con- 
iime  until  your  house  may  be  put  in  order,  and  every- 
hin{;  th.it  might  renew  the  memory  of  melancholy 
objects  be  removed.  Let  your  brother  Whiteway  write 
u  inc,  that  I  may  know  how  you  all  are,  particularly 
•  our  poor  mother.    I  am  ever,  &c. 

Jonathan  Swift. 


FROM  DR.  SHERIDAN. 

Fobraw>-  23,  1736. 

^EAR  Sis, — I  ain  extremely  concerned  to  find  your  old 
lisfinier  has  got  hold  of  you  again,  which  would  not 
ave  happened  if  you  had  token  my  advice  to  con- 
iQiie  here  where  you  were  well.  I  cannot  help  retorting 
^  I  never  knew  any  person  so  unadvisabie  as  you 
^,  especially  as  it  comes  from  me  who  am  famous  for 
riving  the  best  advice  and  following  the  wont     Surely 

^li". cannot  be  so  unjust  as  to  let  me  be  above 

—  pounds  a  sufferer  for  that  profligate  brute  he 
Kikcd  off  upon  me;  if  he  does  persevere  in  it  I 
vill  let  all  mankind  know  diat  he  acts  rather  like  a 
Ittle  rascally  Irish  solicitor  than  a  man  of  honour.  I 
i^vc  already  almost  iinished  a  dialogue  between  lady 

Throphilus  Harriaon.  esq.,  a  young  scDtlcoMii  of  khrae-siid- 
*pnt\ .  who  WM  thra  upon  his  deathlwd. 

*'  I>r.  Jmiah  Hon.  afterward  aichbUhop  of  Tnam. 

*  A  latim  on  quadrille,  for  which  Mi.  FaiUkiwr,  ths  prioter, 
>w  lalpri■on(^d 


Betty  Tatde  and  John  Solemn,  (if  my  money  be  not 
paid,  necessity  must  make  me  write  for  bread,)  upon 
a  subject  they  will  not  much  like :  which  I  vow  to  God 
shall  be  published.  As  I  do  not  wear  a  aword  I  must 
have  recourse  to  the  wcap>n  in  my  hand.  It  is  a  bet- 
ter method  than  a  lawsuit.  My  school  only  supplies 
me  with  present  food,  without  which  I  cannot  live.  I 
hope,  if  I  have  any  friends  left,  it  may  increase,  and 
once  more  put  me  out  of  a  miserable  dependence  upon 
the  caprice  of  friendship.  This  year  has  been  to  me 
like  steering  through  the  Cyclades  in  a  storm  without 
a  rudder ;  I  hope  to  have  a  less  dangerous  and  more  open 
sea  tlie  next ;  and  as  you  are  out  of  all  danger  to  feel  the 
like  sufferings,  I  pray  God  you  may  never  feel  a  dun  to 
the  end  of  your  life :  for  it  is  too  riiocking  to  an  honest 
heart  It  grieves  me  much  to  hear  poor  Mr.  Harrison  is 
in  such  a  dangerous  way.  I  pray  Grod  perserve  him,  not 
oidy  for  his  poor  mother  s  sake,  but  the  good  of  man- 
kind ;  for  I  tliink  I  never  knew  so  valuable  a  young  man. 
I  beseech  you  to  let  me  know  by  the  next  poat  how  he  is. 
I  fear  the  worst  of  that  horrid  treacherous  distemper. 
I  am,  dear  sir,  with  all  respect,  your  most  obedient  and 
very  humble  servant,  Thomas  Shbbidan. 

I  lost  66/.  by  a  rogue  who  ran  off  to  Drumcor  last 

year.  

TO  MRS.  WHITEWAY. 

Fcbnury  25,  1736. 
Dear  Madam,— In  the  midst  of  your  grief  and  my  own 
for  the  same  misfortune,  I  cannot  forbear  complaining 
of  your  conduct  through  the  whole  course  of  your 
afiliction,  which  made  you  not  only  neglect  yourself, 
but  the  greater  part  of  those  who  are  left,  and  by  the 
same  law  of  nature  have  an  equal  title  to  your  care. 
I  wrote  on  Monday  to  Miss  Harrison,  tliat  she  would 
beg  you,  in  my  name,  to  remove  some  hours  to  a 
neighbour,  that  your  ears  might  not  be  harassed  with 
the  preparations  for  what  was  then  to  be  done.  She 
told  me  you  would  not  yield ;  and,  at  die  same  time, 
she  much  feared  she  must  lose  you  too.  Some  degree 
of  wisdom  is  required  in  the  greatest  calamity,  because 
God  requires  it ;  because  he  knows  what  is  b»it  for  us, 
because  he  never  intended  anything  like  perfect  hap- 
piness in  the  present  life ;  and  because  it  is  our  duty, 
as  well  as  interest,  to  submit.  I  will  make  you  another 
proposal,  and  shall  take  it  very  unkindly  if  you  do  not 
comply.  It  is,  that  you  would  come  hither  this  day 
immediately,  where  you  will  have  a  convenient  apart- 
ment, and  leave  the  scene  that  will  be  always  putting 
you  in  mind  of  your  loss.  Your  daughter  can  manage 
the  house  and  sometimes  step  to  see  you.  All  care 
should  be  taken  of  you,  ana  Dr.  Robinson  will  visit 
you  with  more  ease  if  you  have  occasion  for  him. 
Mrs.  Ridgeway  shall  attend  you,  and  I  will  be  your 
companion.  Let  Miss  Harrison  return  me  an  answer, 
and  things  shall  be  ready  for  you.  I  am  ever,  with 
true  esteem  and  affection,  dear  madam,  your  most 
obedient  servant  and  cousin,         Jonathan  Swirr. 


FROM  DR.  SHERIDAN. 

Febraary  29.  1736. 
Dbar  Sib, — I  sincerely  condole  with  you  for  the  un- 
speakable loss  of  Mr.  Harrison,  which  cannot  be  repaired 
in  any  other  of  his  age  in  this  world.  It  wounds  my 
heart  every  moment  I  recollect  him.  I  do  verily  be- 
lieve no  man  living  has  met  with  such  aevov  trials  in 
losses  of  this  kind  as  you  have;- and  for  this  last  I 
must  own  that  I  have  great  qpropassion  for  you,  as  he 
was  every  day  growing  more  and  more  into  a  friend 
and  companion;  especially  at  a  time  of  life  which 
requires  such  a  comfoit.  God  Almighty  support  his 
poor  mother ;  for  none  else  can  give  her  consolation 
under  such  a  dreadful  aflSiction. 
Poor  old  Mr.  Price  cannot  hold  out  a  foctnight ; 
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and  his  wm  cUdmi  your  promue  of  getting  htm  fome- 
thing  from  the  Concordatmn ;  if  it  OTertakes  him  alive 
it  may  be  a  legacy  for  a  wortiiy  suffering  person  who 
has  fallen  a  sacrifice  to  his  principles.  I  am,  dear  sir, 
with  aU  respect,  your  most  obedient  and  very  humble 
servant,  Thomas  Shebidan. 

FROM  MR.  CARTER.* 

Henrietta-street,  Mazch  11, 1736. 
Sib, — I  would  have  wuted  on  you  when  I  sent  my 
servant  with  a  message,  but  was  informed  you  did  not 
see  company. 

I  have  no  doubt  the  printer  will  have  occasion  for  a 
great  many  cargoes  from  our  friend  Mr.  Jervas.  ^ 

I  am  very  glad  I  had  an  opportunity  of  doing  any- 
thing agre^le  to  you.  I  have  long  wished  for  some 
instance  of  assuring  you  that  I  am,  with  great  respect^ 
your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

Thobias  Cartcb. 


FROM  MR.  POPE,  t 

Marcli  25,  1736. 
If  ever  I  write  more  epistles  in  verse,  one  of  them 
shall  be  addressed  to  you.  I  have  long  concerted  it 
and  begun  it,  but  I  would  make  what  bears  your  name 
as  finished  as  my  last  work  ought  to  be,  that  is  to  say, 
more  finished  than  any  of  the  rest  The  subject  is 
large,  and  will  divide  into  four  epistles,  which  naturally 
follow  the  "Essay  on  Man,"  viz.  1.  "Of  the  Extent 
and  Limits  of  Human  Reason  and  Science '."  2.  "  A 
View  of  the  useful  and  therefore  attiunable,  and  of  the 
unuseful  and  therefore  unattainable,  Arts :  '*  3.  "  Of 
the  Nature,  Ends,  Application,  and  Use  of  different 
Capacities:"  4.  "Of  the  Use  of  Learning,  of  the 
Science  of  the  World,  and  of  Wit/'  It  will  con- 
clude with  a  satire  against  the  misapplication  of  all 
these,  exemplified  by  pictures,  characters,  and  ex- 
amples. 

But,  alas!   the  task  is  great,  and  non  turn  ^ualU 
eram  !    My  understanding,  indeed,  such  as  it  is,  is  ex- 
tended  rather  than  diminished :  I  see  things  more  in 
the  whole,  more  consistent,  and  more  clearly  deduced 
from,  and  related  to,  each  other.     But  what  I  gain  on 
the  side  of  philosophy  I  lose  on  the  side  of  poetry :  the 
flowers  are  gone  when  the  fruits  begin  to  ripen,  and 
the  fruits  perhaps  will  never  ripen  perfectly.     The  cli- 
mate (under  our  heaven  of  a  (court)  is  but  cold  and 
uncertain ;  the  winds  rise  and  the  winter  comes  on.    I 
find  myself  but  little  disposed  to  build  a  new  house; 
I  have  nothing  left  but  to  gather  up  the  relics  of  a 
wreck,  and  look  about  me  to  see  how  few  friends  I  have 
left.     Pray,  whose  esteem  or  admiration  should  I  de- 
sire now  to  procure  by  my  writings  f  whose  friendship 
or  conversation  to  obt«un  by  themf    I  am  a  man  of 
desperate  fortunes,  that  is,  a  man  whose  friends  are 
dead,  for  I  never  aimed  at  any  other  fortune  than  in 
friends.    As  soon  as  I  had  sent  my  last  letter  I  received 
a  most  kind  one  from  you,  expressing  great  pain  for 
my  late  illness  at  Mr.  Cheselden's.     1  conclude  you 
was  eased  of  that  friendly  apprehension  in  a  few  days 
after  you  had  despatched  yours,  for  mine  must  have 
reached  you  then.     I  wondered  a  little  at  your  quere 
who  Cheseldeu  was?   it  shows  that  the  truest  merit 
does  not  travel  so  far  any  way  as  on  the  wings  of  poetry ; 
he  is  the  most  noted  and  most  deserving  man  in  the 
whole  profession  of  chirurgery ;  and  has  saved  the  lives 
of  thousands  by  his  manner  of  cutting  for  the  stone.   I 
am  now  well,  or  what  I  must  call  so. 

«  Mr.  Outer  was  nuater  of  the  rolls  in  Ireland. 

^  A  fioo  print  of  the  dean,  engraved  by  Fouzdrinier,  from 
an  original  picture  painted  by  Jervas,  wnich  wu  afterwaids 
poichaHed  by  the  earl  of  Chesterfield,  and  placed  in  his  elegant 
Ubrwy  at  Ma  •fbir,  in  liie  ooUection  of  English  authorsi 


I  have  lately  seen  tome  writings  of  lord  Bolos- 
broke's  since  he  went  to  France.  Notfiing  can  dep«i 
his  genius :  whatever  befalls  him  he  will  still  be  tbr 
greatest  man  in  the  world,  eithor  in  his  own  6me  a 
with  posterity. 

Every  man  you  know  or  care  ftr  heie  inqaiia  d 
you,  and  pays  you  ^  onlv  devoir  he  csn,  tkt  of 
drinking  your  health.  I  wish  you  bad  any  mrthete 
■ee  thiskingdom.  I  could  keep  yon,  for  I  am  lich: 
that  is,  I  have  more  than  I  want.  I  cm  affoid  iwra 
for  yourself  and  two  servants;  I  have  indeed  toctb 
enough ;  nothing  but  myself  at  home;  tbe  kind  asl 
hearty  housewife  is  dead ;  the  agreeable  and  inflrer ♦ 
tive  neighbour  is  gone;  yet  my  house  is  enlar^  tad 
the  gaidens  extend  and  flourish,  as  knowing  oodua; 
of  the  guest  they  have  lost  I  have  more  fnvi-tjm 
and  kitchen-garden  dian  you  have  any  tfaooght  of: 
nay  I  have  good  melons  and  pine-apples  of  mj  ovi 
growdL  I  am  as  much  a  better  gaidener  as  I  am  t 
worse  poet  than  when  you  saw  me ;  but  gaxdeniw  « 
near  akin  to  philostmhy,  for  Tully  says,  agrtndtr^ 
proxima  tapieHtut.  For  God*s  sake,  why  shodii  t.< 
you  (that  are  a  step  higher  than  a  pbilosophv,  a  dirjc 
yet  have  more  grace  and  wit  ttian  to  be  a  biabop)  at? 
give  all  you  have  to  the  poor  of  Ireland,  (for  wboin  t(s 
have  already  done  every&ing  else,)  so  quit  tbe  ^f- 
and  live  and  die  with  me  1  And  let  taiei  amm^  <»• 
corde*  be  our  motto  and  our  epitaph,  ^ 


FROM  DB.  SEIERIDAN. 

Match  9T.l^ 
Dear  Sir, — I  had  a  pleasure  and  grief  at  tfttf  ~ 
your  letter,  to  find  you  had  not  forgotten  me,  ^  '-> 
find  you  uneasy  at  a  thing  which  God  only  cati  n*^- 
The  dream  which  I  had  before  the  receipt  of  youn  *» 
so  odd  and  out  of  the  way,  that  if  Artemidonu  vKt 
living  he  would  confess  it  to  be  out  of  all  metthKU 
of  interpretation ;  yet  I  cannot  avoid  imparting  it  u 
you,  because,  if  you  be  not  much  chanfped,  no  mc 
ever  could  sift  a  matter  to  the  truth  beyond  j^ 
Thus  it  was ; — 

Imprimis,  I  fell  asleep^  (or  I  could  not  dream.'  a>i 
what  was  the  first  thing  I  saw  ,but  honest  Caio  b  < 
cockboat  by  himself,  engi^ing  not  only  a  htp  ^ 
of  foreigners,  but  now  and  then  obliged  io  tack  ah^' 
against  some  dirty  shattered  floats,  filled  with  bit  ^^ 
countrymen.  All  were  his  enemies  except  a  retr  £?• 
who  were  pressed  and  carried  on  against  their  will  ^ 
the  arbitrary' power  of  the  rowers.  I  wonU  r^" 
shilling,  as  low  as  xnoney  is  raduoed,  to  hxm  ^ 
meaning  of  it. 


FROM  DR.  SHERIDAN. 

Aprfl  S,  r>. 
Dear  Sir,— I  would  have  written  hist  poiu  but  I  ^i 
such  a  violent  headache  that  I  could  no  more  thn 
than  a  cabbage.  And  now  all  tbe  business  1  bavf  a-^ 
make  you  a  paper  visit,  only  to  ask  you  how  u<u<^ 
You  may  think  me  impertinent  for  tbe  qawti*  •  •** 
when  I  tell  you  that  1  have  not  above  three  fnto^-  }^ 
will  not  wonder  that  I  should  be  afraid  of  loan;  *" 
of  them  ;  and  therefore  I  must  give  you  some  roi^  *^ 
regimen. 

I.  Walk  little  and  moderately. 

%  Ride  slow  and  often. 

3.  Keep  your  temper,  even  with  my  frw"^  ^^ 
Whiteway. 

4.  Do  not  strain  your  voice. 

d.  Fret  not  at  your  servants*  blonden. 

6.  Take  a  cheerful  glass. 

7.  Study  as  little  as  pomble. 

8.  Find  out  a  merry  feUow,  and  be  mucb  vit^  ^^ 
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Get  thete^precepti  by  hflftrt,  and  obterve  them 
trictly ;  and,  my  life  for  jaan,  we  tball  tee  better 
im€s  ill  the  next  century. 


FROM  MRS.  PENDARVES. 

London,  April  St.  173«. 
lUy— I  am  torry  you  make  use  of  ao  many  good  ar- 
nments  for  not  coming  to  Bath.  I  wai  in  hopes  you 
night  be  prevailed  with.  And  though  one  of  my 
trongest  reasons  for  wishing  you  there  was  the  desire 
bad  of  seeing  you,  I  assure  you  the  consideration  of 
our  health  took  place  of  it.  I  have^  heard  since  I 
tceived  the  farour  of  your  last  letter  that  you  have 
een  much  out  of  order.  I  believed  we  sympathised, 
)r  I  was  very  ill  with  a  feverish  disorder  and  cough 
JT  a  month,  which  obliged  me  to  defer  answering  your 
rttertill  I  came  to  town.  I  left  the  Bath  last  Sunday 
e  nught,  very  full  and  gay.  I  think  Bath  a  more  com- 
ntable  place  to  live  in  tnan  Loudon ;  all  the  entertain- 
setits  of  the  place  lie  in  a  small  compass,  and  you 
re  at  your  liberty  to  partake  of  them,  or  let  them 
lone,  just  as  it  suits  your  humour.  This  town  is 
n)wii  to  such  an  enormous  si^,  that  above  half  the 
ay  must  be  spent  in  the  streets,  going  from  one  place 
)  auother.  I  like  it  every  year  less  and  less.  I  was 
rieved  at  parting  with  Mrs.  Barber.  I  left  her  pretty 
'^11.  I  had  more  pleasure  in  her  conversation  than 
mn  anything  I  met  with  at  the  Bath.  My  sister  has 
)uixl  the  good  effect  of  your  kind  wishes.  She  is  very 
auch  recovered,  and  in  town  with  me  at  present ;  but 
»ve«  roe  in  a  fortnight  to  go  to  my  mother. 

When  I  went  out  of  town  last  autumn  the  reigning 
nadn«a  was  Farinelli;*  I  find  it  now  turned  on 
Pasquin,**a  dramatic  satire  on  the  times."*  It  has 
ad  almost  as  long  a  run  as  the  "  Beggars'  Opera  ;'* 
ut,  in  my  opinion,  not  with  equal  merit,  though  it 
aj  humour.  Monstrous  preparations  are  making  for 
^e  puyal  wedding.  •  Pearl,  gold  and  silver,  em- 
'foidered  on  gold  and  silver  tissues.  I  am  too  poor 
nd  too  dull  to  make  one  among  the  fine  multitude. 
"be  newspapers  say  my  lord  Carteret's  youngest 
aughter  i«  to  have  the  duke  of  Be<lford.^  I  hear 
otiiing  of  it  from  the  family,  but  think  it  not  un- 
ikely.  The  duke  of  Marlborough  and  his  grand- 
mother are  upon  bad  terms.  The  duke  of  Bedford, 
rho  has  also  been  ill  treated  by  her,  has  offered  the 
nVe  of  Marlborough  to  supply  him  with  10,000/. 
•year  if  he  will  go  to  law  and  torment  the  old  dow- 
ger.  The  duke  of  Chandos's  marriage  has  made  a 
reat  noise,  and  the  poor  duchess  is  often  reproached 
fith  her  being  bred  up  in  Bur-street,  Wapping.* 

Mrs.  Donnellan,  I  am  afraid,  is  so  well  treated  in 
nhiu\,  that  I  must  despair  of  seeing  her  here ;  and 
ow  or  when  I  shall  be  able  to  come  to  her  I  cannot 
^  determine.  She  is  so  good  to  me  in  her  letters  as 
Iwaya  to  mention  you. 

1  hope  I  shall  hear  from  you  soon ;  you  owe  me 

«  A  eelebratod  Italian  singer. 

l>  This  Will  written  by  Henry  Fieldin|;,  esq«»*  snd  was  $.  re. 
'vnl  of  a  oomsdy  and  a  tragedy:  the  comedy  was  nlled 

The  Klection,'*  and  tlie  tragedy,  "The  Life  and  Death  of 
h<vu  (^mtnon  Sense."  This  and  Mmc  other  dramatic  satires 
y  iho  Rame  author,  levelled  against  the  administration  of  tlie 
Me  lord  Orford,  prtidaoed  aa  act  of  parliament  for  licensing 
tic  itiixe  and  limiting  the  number  of  playhouses,  which  was 
'Mie^llnlTS?. 

e  Of  Fmltfrick  prince  of  Wales. 

^  Hia  grace  married  miaa  Gower,  danshter  of  the  lord  Gk)wer 
7  hit  fiist  wife,  on  the  1st  of  April,  1737. 

«  She  was  lady  Daval,  widow  of  sir  Thomas  Daval,  and  had 

fortune  of  40,000f. 

*  These  dramatic  aatimi  will  be  found  contained  in  the 
nmpWu'  edition  of  Fielding's  works  in  one  volume,  published 
iQifurm  with  the  present  complete  edition  of  Swift. 


that  pleasnve  for  the  conoam  I  was  under  wbeD  I 
heard  you  were  ill.  '  I  am,  sir,  your  faithful  and 
obliged  humble  servant,  M.  Prndastbs. 

I  beg  my  compliments  to  all  friends  that  remember 
me,  but  particularly  to  Dr.  Delany. 


TO  MR.  FOPB. 

Dublin,  April  12, 17M. 
My  common  illness  is  of  that  kind  which  utterly 
disqnalifiei  me  for  all  coDTerBation ;  I  mean  my 
deafness;  and  indeed  it  is  that  only  which  discou- 
rages me  from  all  thoughts  of  going  to  England  : 
because  1  am  never  siira  that  it  may  not  ratum  in  a 
week.  If  it  were  a  good  booest  gout,  I  would  catch 
an  interval  to  take  a  voyage,  and  in  a  warm  lodging 
get  an  easy  ehair,  and  be  Me  to  hear  and  roar  among 
my  friends. 

As  to  what  you  say  of  your  letten^  since  you  have 
many  yean  of  life  more  than  1,  my  resolution  is  to 
direct  my  executors  to  send  you  all  your  letters,  well 
sealed  and  packeted,  along  with  some  legacies  men- 
tioned in  my  will,  and  leave  them  entirely  to  your 
disposal :  those  things  are  all  tied  up,  indorsed,  and 
locked  in  a  cabinet,  and  I  have  not  one  servant  who 
can  properly  be  said  to  write  or  read ;  no  mortal  shall 
copy  them,  but  you  shall  surely  have  them  when  I  am 
no  more. 

I  have  a  little  repined  at  my  being  hitherto  slipped 
by  you  in  your  epistles ;  not  from  any  other  ambition 
than  tlie  title  of  a  friend,  and  in  that  sense  I  expect 
3rou  shall  perform  your  promise^  if  your  health,  and 
leisure,  and  inclination  will  permit.  1 1  deny  yoiu 
losing  on  the  side  of  poetry ;  1  could  reason  against 
you  a  little  from  experience;  you  are,  and  will  be 
some  years  to  come,  at  the  age  when  invention  still 
keeps  its  ground,  and  judgment  is  at  full  maturity : 
but  your  subjects  are  much  more  difficult  when  con* 
fined  to  verse.  I  am  amazed  to  see  you  exhaust  the 
whole  science  of  morality  in  so  masterly  a  manner. 
Sir  W.  Temple  sud  that  the  loss  of  friends  was  a  tax 
upon  long  life ;  it  need  not  be  very  long,  since  you 
have  had  so  great  a  share ;  but  I  have  not  above  one 
left ;  and  in  this  country  I  have  only  a  few  general 
companions  of  good  nature  and  middling  tmderstand- 
ings.  How  should  I  know  Cheseldenf  On  your  side, 
men  of  fame  start  up  and  die  before  we  here  (at  least 
I)  know  anything  of  the  matter.  I  am  a  litue  com- 
forted with  what  you  say  of  lord  Bolingbroke*s  genius 
still  keeping  up,  and  preparing  to  appear  by  effects 
worthy  of  the  author  and  itsefol  to  the  world.  Com- 
mon reports  have  made  me  very  uneasy  about  vour 
neighbour  Mr.  Pulteney.  It  is.  affirmed  that  he  hath 
been  very  near  death :  I  love  him  for  heing  a  patriot 
in  most  corrupted  times,  and  highly  esteem  his  excel- 
lent undentanding.  Nothing  but  the  perverse  nature 
of  my  disorders,  as  I  have  above  described  them,  and 
which  are  absolute  disqualifications  for  converse, 
could  hinder  me  from  waiting  on  you  at  Twickenham, 
and  nursing  you  to  Paris.  In  short,  my  ailments 
amount  to  a  prohibition;  although  I  am,  as  you 
describe  yourself,  what  J  mutt  caU  weti,  yet  I  have  no 
spirits  left  to  ride  out,  which  (excepting  walking)  was 
my  only  diversion.  ^  And  I  must  expert  to  decline 
every  month,  like  one  who  lives  upon  his  principal 
sum,  which  must  lessen  every  day ;  and  indeed  I  am 
likewise  literally  almost  in  the  same  case,  while  every- 
body owes  me,  and  nobody  pays  me.  Instead  of  a 
young  race  of  patriots  on  your  side,  which  gives  me 
some  glimpse  of  joy,  here  we  have  the  direct  contrary ; 
a  race  of  young  dimces  and  atheists,  or  old  villains  and 
mousters,  whereof  four-fifths  are  more  wicked  and 
■tupid  thau  Chartres.    Your  wanti  are  ao  Urn  that 
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yon  need  not  be  rich  to  supply  them;  and  my  wants 
ai«  so  many  that  a  king  a  fteren  millions  of  guineas 
would  not  support  me. 

TO  DR.  SHERIDAN.a 

Anril  84, 17S6. 

I  HAVB  been  very  ill  for  these  two  montbs  i^ast  with 
giddmeis  and  deafness,  which  lasted  tne  till  about  ten 
days  ago,  when  I  gnlduaUy  reeovered,  but  still  am 
weak  and  indolent,  not  thinking  anything  worth  my 
thooghts  ;  and  although  (I  forget  what  I  am  going  to 
say,  so  it  servea  for  nothing) — I  am* well  enough  to  ride, 
yet  I  will  not  be  at  the  pains.  Your  fnend  Mrs. 
Wbiteway,  who  is  upon  all  occasions  so  zealous  to 
vindicate,  is  one  whom  I  desire  you  to  chide;  for 
during  my  whole  sickness  she  was  perpetually  plaguing 
and  sponging  on  me ;  and  though  she  would  drink  no 
wine  nerself,  yet  she  increased  the  expense  by  making 
me  force  it  down  her  throat.  Some  of  your  eight 
rules  I  fbllow,  some  I  reject,  some  I  cannot  compass, 

I  mean  meny  fellows.     Mr.  J.  R never  fails;    I 

did  within  two  days  past  ring  him  such  a  peal  in 
relation  to  yon,  that  he  must  be  the  d— 1  not  to  con- 
sider it ;  I  will  use  him  the  same  way  if  he  comes  to- 
morrow (which  I  do  not  doubt)  for  a  pint  of  wine.  I 
like  your  project  of  a  satire  on  Fairbrother,  who  is  an 
errant  rascal  in  every  circumstance. 

**  Every  syllable  that  is  worth  reading  in  this  letter 
you  are  to  suppose  I  wrote :  the  dean  only  took  the 
hints  from  me,  but  he  has  put  them  so  ill  together 
that  I  am  forced  to  tell  you  this  in  my  own  justifica- 
tion. Had  you  been  worth  hanging,  you  would  have 
come  to  town  this  vacation,  and  I  would  have  shown 
you  a  poem  on  the  *  Legion  Cbtb,^  I  do  not  doubt  but 
that  a  certain  person  will  {uretend  he  wrote  it,  because 
there  is  a  copy  of  it  in  his  hand  lying  on  his  table ; 
but  do  not  mmd  that,  for  there  are  some  people  in  the 
world  will  say  anything.  I  wish  you  could  give  some 
account  of  poor  Dr.  Sheridan ;  I  bear  the  reason  he 
did  not  come  to  town  this  Eatter  is,  that  he  waited  to 
see  a  neighbour  of  his  hanged.'* 

Whatever  is  said  in  this  page  by  Goody  Wbiteway, 
I  have  not  read,  nor  will  read ;  but  assure  you,  if  it 
ralates  to  me,  it  is  all  a  lie ;  for  she  says  you  have 
taught  her  that  art,  and  as  the  world  goes,  and  she 
takes  you  for  a  wise  man,  she  ought  to  follow  your 
practice.  To  be  serious,  I  am  sorry  you  said  so  little 
of  your  own  affain  and  of  your  health ;  and  when 
will .  you  pay  me  any  money  f  for,  upon  my  con- 
science, you  have  half  starved  me. 

"  The  ploveiH^gs  were  admirable,  and  the  worsted 
for  the  dean's  stockings  so  fine  that  not  one  knitter 
here  can  knit  them." 

We  neither  of  us  know  what  the  other  hath  written ; 
so  one  answer  will  serve  if  you  write  to  us  both, 
provided  you  justly  give  us  both  our  share,  and  each 
of  us  will  read  our  own  part.  Pray  tell  us  how  you 
breathe^  and  whether  that  disorder  be  better. 

"If  tlie  dean  should  give  you  any  hint  about 
money,  you  need  not  mind  him,  for  to  my  knowledge 
he  borrowed  TXiL  a  month  ago  to  keep  himself  alive." 

I  am  sorry  to  tell  you  that  poor  Mrs.  Wbiteway  is 
to  be  hanged  on  Tuesday  next  for  stealing  a  piece  of 
Indian  silk  out  of  Bradshaw  s  shop,  and  did  not  set 
the  house  on  fire,  as  I  advised  her.  I  have  written  a 
very  masterly  poem  on  the  ** Legion  Club;"  which,  if 
the  printer  should  be  condemned  to  be  hanged  for  it, 
you  will  see  in  a  threepenny  book ;  for  it  is  two  hun- 
dred and  forty  lines.  Mrs.  Wbiteway  is  to  have  half 
the  profit  and  half  the  hanging. 

"  The  drapUr  wmt  this  day  to  tlie  Thohel  as  a  mer- 
chant, to  sign  a  petition  to  the  government  against 

ft  The  paragraphs  io  iaverted  commas  ( *' "  )  wore  written  by 
Hn.  Wbiteway. 


lowering  the'*gold,  when  we  hear  he  made  i  le^ 
speech,  for  which  be  will  be  reckoned  a  jaeo^ 
God  send  hanging  does  not  go*round  !** 


TO  BISHOP  nORT. 

May  It.  ITV. 
My  Lobo, — ^I  have  two  or  three  tinwa  begun  a  ktmt. 
your  lofdshin,  and  as  often  hud  it  aside ;  mitil«  br  At 
unasked  advioe  of  some  friends  of  yoors,  and  of  aUey 
own,  I  resolved  at  last  to  tell  you  my  thooglili  upn. 
the  affair  of  the  poor  printer  who  suffEsed  id  mt;^ 
upon  your  lordship's  account,  confined  to  a  ^uBsr- 
among  c<»nmon  thieves,  and  others  with  inferf?o 
diseases^  to  die  hazard  of  his  lifb ;  beside  the  ez^Ki/ 
above  25/.,  and  beside  the  ignominy  to  be  ssd  l* 
Newgate  like  a  common  male&ctar. 

HU  misfortunes  do  also  very  highly  and  peDi«al'T 
concern  me.  For,  your  lordship  declaring  your  drP" 
to  have  that  paper  looked  for,  he  did  at  my  n^ 
search  his  shop,  and  unfortuiiatfly  found  it;  «•(■ 
although  he  had  absolutely  refused  before  topnut. 
because  my  name  as  the  author  waa  fi&ed  to  it,  vU: 
was  very  legible,)  notwithstanding  there  was  a  mos^ 
through  the  words ;  yet  at  my  desire  he  ventnrM  '^ 
print  it.  Neither  did  Fatilkner  ever  name  yoa  »  > 
author,  altliongh  you  sent  the  paper  by  a  clfrgyc^ 
one  of  your  dependants ;  but  your  fViends  were  &tf:h 
persons  who  gave  out  the  report  of  its  baring  beri.  n- 
performance.  I  read  your  lordship's  letter  writ^ '' 
the  printer,  wherein  you  aigue  <*  that  be  is  in  tA« 
dealings  the  adventurer,  and  most  run  the  hsssii  i 
gain  or  loss."  Indeed,  my  lord,  the  caae  is  odisv*' 
He  sells  such  papers  to  the  running  boys  liar  bmov 
a-piece,  and  is  a  gainer  by  eaoh  less  than  bKi 
farthing ;  and  it  is  seldom  he  sells  above  a  horinw. 
unless  they  be  of  such  as  only  spread  by  giving  u^lv^' 
and  consequently  endanger  the  printer  both  in  lo» . 
money  and  liberty,  as  was  the  case  of  that  very  ^y^ 
which,  although  it  be  written  with  spirit  and  hfx-Xf^ 
yet,  if  it  had  not  affected  Bettesworth*  would  »earr 
have  cleared  above  a  shilling  to  Fanlkner:  vae^' 
would  he  have  done  it  at  all  but  at  my  urgoiey,  vK^ 
was  the  effect  of  your  lordshipV  comnMads  Xo  w- 
But  as  your  lordship  has  since  been  vmivemlly  i.w*- 
for  the  author,  although  never  nanned  by  Fanlkwr  t 
me,  so  it  is  as  generally  known  tluit  you  neve  ^ 
him  the  least  consideration  for  hU  losses,  di^fiacA 
and  dangers  of  his  life.  I  have  heard  this,  and  dsR> 
from  every  person  of  my  acquaintsmce  whom  I  «<  ^ 
home  or  abroad ;  and  particularly  from  one  pcrA 
too  high  to  name,  who  told  me  all  the  particukzs ;  ^^ 
I  heartily  wished,  upon  your  account,  that  I  cv^ 
have  assured  him  that  the  poor  man  liad  reorir?^  ^ 
least  mark  of  your  justice,  or,  if  you  please  to  c^JI  i:  m 
your  generosity,  which  I  would  gladly  infunc  '^ 
great  person  of  before  he  leave  us. 

Now,  my  lord,  as  God,  assisting  your  own  ty^ 
management  of  a  very  ample  fortune,  has  maJ<'  y^ 
extremely  rich,  I  may  venture  to  say  that  tfae  {ria'r 
has  a  demand,  in  all  conscience,  juMtic^  and  k<ujt.:i 
to  be  fully  refiinded,  both  for  his  di^r^^ces,  h'li  U««% 
and  the  apparent  danger  of  his  life;  and  tU'  t^y 
opinion  ought  to  be  of  some  weight,  because  1  «j>^' 
innocent  instrument,  drawn  in  by  your  li«ii^>p> 
against  Faulkner's  will,  to  be  an  occasion  of  hit  ^'' 
ferings.  And  if  you  shall  please  to  recompetsr  luic  "> 
the  manner  that  iW  people  hope  or  derire,  it  will  ^  ' 
more  in  yonr  purse  than  a  drop  in  the  backet;  ui'l  *> 
soon  OS  I  shall  be  informed  of  it  I  shall  imm^tiH* 
write  to  ttut  very  great  person,  in  such  a  manii^  t» 
will  be  most  to  the  advantage  of  your  characfrr.  ^ 
which  I  am  sure  he  will  rejoice,  and  m  will  alt  rt^ 
friends,  or,  if  you  have  any  enemies^  they  will  he  p^ 
to  silenoe. 
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Yoar  lordthip  baa  too  good  an  undcntanding  to 
HMf  ine  that  my  principal  regard  in  tbu  affair  u  not 
u  four  reputation,  alUumgh  it  bt  likewiM  mingled 
ritfa  pity  to  the  innocent  lufferer.  And  I  hope  you 
rill  consider  that  this  eaie  is  not  among  those  where  it 
•  a  mark  of  magnanimity  to  despise  the  censure  of 
be  world ;  because  all  good  man  will  differ  from  you, 
iimI  impute  your  conduct  only  to  a  aparing  tamper, 
ipou  an  occaaion  where  common  juaiiee  and  humanity 
squired  a  direct  contrary  proceeding. 

1  conclude  with  aaeoring  your  lordship  asain,  that 
riaat  1  have  written  was  chiefly  for  your  lordahip*8 
icditaiid  service:  because  I  am,  with  great  troth, 
rour  lordship's  most,  Ac.  Jomatban  Swift. 


FROM  DR.  SHERIDAN  TO  DR.  SWIFT  AND 
MRS.  WHtTBWAY. 

May  It.  me. 

Deai  Sib, — I  send  you  an  encomium    upon  Fowl- 

k«thcr,  enclosed,  which  I  hope  vou  will  correct ;  and  if 

he  world  should  charge  me  with  flattery,  you  will  be 

o  good  as  to  explain  the  obligations  1  lie  under  to  that 

;rMt  and  good  bookseller. 

tf  AOAM, — how  the  plague  can  you  expect  that  I  should 
tofver  two  persons  at  ovice,  except  you  should  think  I 
ud  two  heads?  but  this  is  not  the  only  giddiness  you 
tATe  been  guilty  of.  However,  I  shall  not  let  the  dean 
uuw  it, 

J«,— I  wonder  you  would  trust  Mrs,  Whiteway  to 
rrite  anything  in  your  letter.  You  have  been  always 
•0  generous  in  your  confidence.  Never  was  any  gentle- 
nan  so  betrayed  and  abused.  She  said  more  of  you 
ban  I  dare  commit  to  this  paper. 

Madam,— I  have  let  the  dean  know  all  the  kind  things 
^ou  said  of  him  to  me,  and  that  he  has  not  such  a  true 
Vietid  in  the  world.  I  hope  you  will  make  him  be- 
)«Tp  the  same  of  me. 

hi, — I  wish  you  would  banish  her  your  house,  and 
ake  my  wife  in  her  stead,  who  lovee  you  dearly,  and 
rould  teke  all  proper  care  if  any  sickness  should  seiae 
rou.  She  would  as  infallibly  take  as  much  care  of 
roo  u  ever  she  did  of  me ;  and  vou  know  her  to  be  a 
P^od-natured.  cheerful,  agreeable  companion,  and  a 
f*rj  bandy  woman;  whereas  Mrs.  Whiteway  is  a 
ome,  disagreeable  prater,  and  the  most  awkward 
•evil  about  a  sick  person,  and  very  ill-natured  into  the 
Mrgain. 

tfADAM, — I  believe  it  will  not  require  any  protesta- 
ions  to  convince  you  that  you  have  not  a  more  sincere 
Hend  upon  the  earth  tlian  1  am.  The  dean  confesses 
bat  be  nad  some  little  dislikings  to  you  (1  fancy  be 
lean  some  whispers  against  you),  but  I  oclieve  his 
ttare  of  this  letter  will  set  all  matters  right  I  know 
le  bas  too  much  honour  to  read  your  part  of  it ;  and 
berefore  I  may  venture  to  speak  my  mind  freely  con- 
'^iing  him.  Pray,  between  ounelves,  is  be  not 
Town  very  positive  of  late  ?  He  used  formerly  to  listen 
^  bit  friends*  advice,  but  now  we  may  as  well  telk 
"  ft  sea-storm.  I  could  say  more,  only  I  fear  this 
•tter  may  miscarry. 

^U)— I  beg  that  impertinent  woman,  who  has  unac- 
oontably  got  your  ear,  mav  not  interrupt  you  while 
OQ  rtad  the  encomium,  and  while  you  give  it  a  touch 
*'Tour  brush;  for  I  fear  the  colours  are  not  atrong 
'*^<^^'    Canimt  yon  dnw  another  picture  of  him  f 

wish  you  would;  for  he  is  a  subject  fit  for  the  finest 
'^  What  a  glorious  thing  it  would  be  to  make 
iim  buig  himself! 

Ai  to  business,  I  have  notfaii^  to  say  about  money 
«|  awhile ;  but  by  the  next  po!t  you  shall  have  two 
cholais*  notes,  which  will  amount  to  about  fouitaenor 

▼OL.  II. 


fifteen  pounds;  and  if  Mr.  ^— -  ean  ibroe  himself  to 
do  me  justice,  it  will  put  about  36/.  in  your  pocket. 
But  ihm  you  must  remark  that  yon  will  put  twenty 
of  ti  out  again,  and  send  it  to  Mrs.  ^— <— .  I  have  no* 
body  after  that  to  gather  for  but  you ;  and  if  money 
comes  ill  as  I  expect,  you  may  borrow  ftom,  sir,  youn. 
My  tonanto  are  as  poor  as  job,  and  as  wicked  as  hie 
wife,  or  the  dogs  would  have  given  me  tooie  mooey 
before  thisu  Mr.  Jones  swears  he  will  not  pay  you  thie 
bond  which  I  gave  you,  except  you  oome  downj  to 
receive  it;  for  he  thinks  it  but  reasonable  that  you 
should  honour  Belturbet  as  well  as  Cavau.  Mr.  Coote 
would  give  three  of  his  eyes  to  see  you  at  Cootehill. 
All  the  country  long  for  you.  My  green  geese,  Ac, 
are  grown  too  fat  I  have  twenty  lambs,  upon  honour, 
as  plump  as  puflius,  and  aa  delicate  as  ortolans.  I  eat 
one  of  mem  yesterday.  A  bull,  a  bull !  boh !  1  07 
mercy.  As  1  return  ftom  the  county  of  Galway  next 
vacation,  I  intend  to  make  Dublin  my  way,  in  order 
to  conduct  you  hither.  Our  country  ia  now  in  high 
beauty,  and  every  inch  of  it  walkable.  1  wish  you  all 
happiness  till  I  see  you ;  and  remain  with  all  reject, 
your  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

Thomai  Shxiidan. 


TO  DR.  SHERIDAN. 

Dablio.  M^  Ift,  17at. 
Mrs.  Whitbway  and  I  were  fretting,  raging,  storm- 
ing, and  fuming  that  you  had  not  sent  a  letter  since 
you  got  to  your  Caban  ^or  the  V  consonant  was 
anciently  a  B),  I  mean  Cavan :  but,  however,  we 
mingled  pity,  for  we  feared  you  had  run  away  ftom 
school,  and  left  the  key  under  the  door.  We  were 
much  disappointed  that  the  spring  and  beginning  of 
summer  hawd  not  introduced  the  muses,  and  that  your 
now  walkable  roada  had  not  roused  your  spirits.  We 
are  here  the  happiest  people  in  the  universe ;  we  have 
a  year  and  a  half  before  the  club  will  meet  to  be  re- 
venged further  on  the  clergy,  who  never  offended  them  { 
and  in  England  their  parliament  are  following  our 
steps,  only  with  two  or  three  steps  for  our  ooe.  It  ia 
well  you  have  done  with  the  church,  but  pray  take 
care  to  get  money,  else  in  a  year  or  two  more  thiy  will 
forbid  all  Greek  and  I^tin  schools,  as  Popish  and 
Jacobite.  I  took  leave  of  the  duke  and  duchess  to- 
day. He  has  prevailed  on  us  to  make  a  promise  to 
bestow  unoo  &igland  35,000/.  a-year  for  ever,  by 
lowering  the  gold  coin,  against  the  petition  of  all  tfaie 
merchanta,  slMpkeeper^  ftc,  to  a  man.  May  his  own 
estate  be  lowered  the  other  forty  parte,  for  we  now  lose 
by  sJl  gold  two  and  a  half  per  cent.  He  will  be  a 
better  (that  is  to  say  a  worse)  man  by  60,0001.  than 
he  was  when  he  came  over;  and  the  nation  better 
I  (that  is  to  say  worse)  by  above  half  a  million  ;  beside 
the  worthy  method  be  hath  token  in  a  disposal  of  em- 

{>1oymente  in  church  and  stete.     Here  Is  a  cuised  long 
ibel   running  about  in   manuscript  on   the   Legion 
Club ;  it  is  in  verte,  and  the  foolish  town  imputes  it 
to  me.    There  were  not  above  thirteen  abused  (as  it 
is  said)  in  the  original ;  but  others  have  added  more, 
which  I  never  saw,  though  1  have  once  read  the  true 
one.     What  has  Fowlbrother  done  to  provoke  yon f    I 
either  never  heard  or  have  forgot  your  provoeatioos; 
but  he  was  a  fellow  I  have  never  been  able  to  endure. 
If  it  can  be  done,  I  will  have  it  printed,  and  the  title 
shall  be,  **  Upon  a  certain  bookseller  (or  printer)  in 
Utopia.*'    Mrs.  Whiteway  will  he  here  to-morrow,  and 
she  will  answer  your  sincere,  open-hearted  letter  very 
particularly;  for  which  I  will  now  leave  room.    80 
adieu  for  one  night. 

MBS.  WHtTXW.W  HBXI  BMINa. 

«  Sir, — I  am  most  sincerely  obliged  to  you  for  all  the 
civil  things  you  have  said  to  me,  and  of  me  to  the 
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dean.     I  found  the   good  effects  of  them  thig  daj; 
when  I  waited  on   him    he  Teoeived  me  with   great 
good  humour,  laid  someihing  had  happened  lince  he 
■aw  me  hut  that  had  convinced  him  of  my  merit; 
that  he  was  sorry  he  had  treated  me  with  so  little 
distinction,  and  that  hereafter  I  should  not  be  put 
upon  the  foot  of  an  humble  companion,  but  treated 
like  a  lady  of  wit,  and  learning,  and  fortune ;  that  if 
he  could   prevail  on  Dr.  Sheridan  to  part  with   his 
wife,  he  would  make  her  his  friend,  his  uurse,  and  the 
manager  of  his  family.     I  approved  entirely  of  his 
choice,  and  at  the  same  time  expressed  my  fears  that 
it  woidd  be  impossible  for  you  to  think  of  living  with- 
out her ;  this  is  all  that  sticks  with  me.     But  con- 
■idering  the  friendship  yon  express  to  me  for  the  dean, 
I  hope  you  will  be  persuaded  to  consider  his  good 
rather  than  your  own,  and  send  her  up  immediately ; 
or  else  it  will  put  him  to  the  expense  of  giving  three 
shillings  and  fourpence  for  a  wife ;  and  be  declares 
that  the  badness  of  pay  of  his  tithes,  since  the  reso- 
lutions of  the  parliament  of  Ireland,  puts  this  out  of 
his  power." 

I  could  not  guess  why  you  were  so  angry  at  Fowl- 
brother,  till  Mrs.  Whiteway,  who  you  find  is  now 
with  me,  said  it  was  for  publishing  some  works  of 
yours  and  mine  like  a  rogue :  which  is  so  usual  to 
their  trade  that  I  now  am  weary  of  being  angrv  with 
it.  I  go  on  to  desire  that  Mrs.  Donaldson  will  let  me 
know  what  I  owe  her,  not  in  justice  but  generosity.  If 
you  could  find  wine  and  victuals,  I  could  be  glad  to 
pass  some  part  of  the  summer  with  you,  if  health 
would  permit  me ;  for  I  have  some  club  enemies  that 
would  be  glad  to  shoot  roe,  and  I  do  not  love  to  be 
•hot ;  it  is  a  death  I  have  a  particular  aversion  to. 
But  I  shall  henceforth  walk  with  servants  well  anned, 
•nd  have  ordered  them  to  kill  my  killers :  however 
I  would  have  them  be  the  beginners.  I  will  do  what 
I  can  with  Mr.  Richardson,  who  (money  excepted)  is 
a  very  honest  man.  How  it  your  breathing  9  As  to 
myself,  my  life  and  health  are  not  worth  a  groat. 
How  shall  we  get  wine  to  your  cabin  f  ,1  can  spare 
■ome,  and  am  preparing  diaculum  to  save  my  skin  as 
far  as  Cavan,  and  even  to  Belturbet*  Pray  God  pte- 
aerve  you.    I  am,  &c.  Jokatiia.n  Swxpt. 

TO  MR.  BENJAMIN  MOTTE. 

Dttblio«  Mi^  S»,  17M. 
Sib, — ^I  lately  received  a  long  letter  from  Mr.  Faulk- 
ner, grievously  complaining,  upon  several  articles,  of 
the  ill  treatment  he  hath  met  with  from  you,^  and  of 
the  many  advantageous  offers  he  hath  made  you,  with 
none  of  which  you  thought  fit  to  comply.  I  am  not 
qualified  to  judge  in  the  fact,  having  heard  but  one 
side;  only  one  thing  I  know,  that  the  cruel  oppressions 
of  this  kingdom  by  England  are  not  to  be  borne.  You 
send  what  books  you  please  hither,  and  the  booksellers 
here  can  send  nothing  to  you  that  is  written  here.  As 
this  is  absolute  oppression,  if  I  were  a  bookseller  in 
this  town  I  would  use  all  the  safe  means  to  reprint 
London  books,  and  run  them  to  any  town  in  England 
that  I  could,  because,  whoever  offends  not  the  laws  of 
God  or  the  country  be  lives  in  commits  no  sin.  It 
was  the  fault  of  you  and  other  booksellers,  who  printed 
anything  supposed  to  be  mine,  that  you  did  not  agree 
with  each  other  to  print  them  together  if  you  thought 
they  would  sell  to  any  advantage.  I  believe  I  told 
you  long  ago  tha(  Mr.  Faulkner  came  to  me  and  told 
roe  his  intention  to  print  everything  that  my  friends 
told  him  they  thought  to  be  mine,  and  that  I  was  dis- 
contented at  it,  but  when  he  urged  that  some  other 

•  Mr.  Richardson's  Rectory. 

b  Motte  filed  a  bill  in  Chaneery  in  England  asainst  Fanlk- 
ner.  for  printing  Swift*s  works,  lo  atop  the  sale  of  them  there, 
wlUcih  made  the  aathor  write  this  letter. 


bookseller  would  do  it,  and  that  he  would  tike  ^ 
advice  of  my  friends,  and  leave  out  what  I  pl«9sed  to 
order  him,  I  said  no  more  bat  that  I  waasocry  it  sbonM 

be  done  here. But  I  am  ao  incensed  agumt  Ik 

oppressions  trom  England,  and  have  so  Uttle  Rgsrd  t& 
the  laws  they  make,  that  1  do,  as  a  desgyman,  enow 
rage  the  merchants  bodi  to  export  wool  and  wooHs 
manufactures  to  any  country  in  Europe  ot  'anywhwr 
else;  and  conceal  it  from  tiie  ctistom-fauase  offieat 
as  I  would  hide  my  pone  from  a  highwayman,  if  be 
came  to  rob  me  on  the  road,  although  England  ^ 
made  a  law  to  the  contrary  ;  and  so  I  would  enoonru^ 
our  booksellers  here  to  sell  your  autbon'  books  prtoiol 
here,  and  send  them  to  all  the  towns  in  Englani,  if  I 
could  do  itwitli  safety  and 'profit;  because  (I  Tfpnr 
it)  it  is  no  offence  against  6od  or  the  law*  of  lb- 
country  I  live  in.  Mr.  Faulkner  hath  dealt  a>  ftrly 
with  me  that  I  have  a  great  opinion  of  his  booe^^. 
although  I  never  dealt  with  him  as  a  printer  or  a  boi- 
seller ;  but  since  my  friends  told  me  thcioe  thing?  aP.fi 
mine  would  certainly  be  printed  by  aome  hedge  btml- 
seller,  I  was  forced  to  be  nassive  in  the  matter.  I  brr 
some  things  which  I  shall  leave  my  executors  to  j«^ 
lish  affer  my  decease,  and  have  directed  that  they  ibli 
be  printed  in  London.  For,  except  amall  pspen,  *l 
some  treatises  writ  for  the  use  of  thia  kingdom,  I  ilnt» 
bad  those  of  any  importance  publiabed  in  LoDd».» 
you  wen  know.  For  my  own  part,  although  I  h«»» 
no  power  anywhere,  I  will  do  the  best  offices  I  taa  *» 
countenance  Mr.  Faulkner ;  for  although  I  wai  a  < 
at  all  pleased  to  have  tliat  collection  printed  hoe,  «< 
none  of  my  friends  advised  me  to  b«  angry  with  bis. 
although  if  they  had  been  printed  in  London  by  t» 
and  your  partners,  perhaps  I  might  have  nreteidcd  K 
some  little  profit.  Whoever  may  have  the  haswd  « 
advantage  or  what  I  shall  leare  to  be  printed  in  Usti^ 
after  my  decease,  I  will  leave  no  other  copies  of  rtjen 
here;  but  if  Mr.  Faulkner  should  get  the  fint  printtii 
copy,  and  reprint  it  here,  and  send  Ina  copies  to  Enf 
land,  I  think  he  would  do  aa  right  aa  you  L»kr 
booksellers  who  load  us  with  yours.  If  I  live  but » 
tew  yean,  I  believe  I  shall  nublish  aome  things  tbi  I 
think  are  important;  but  they  shall  be  printed  d 
London  although  Mr.  Faulkner  were  my  htvAa.  I 
have  been  very  tedious  in  tellmg  you  my  thoufbti « 
this  matter,  and  ao  I  remain,  sir,  your  most  homNr 
■ervant,  Jomatbam  Svin. 

FROM  CUABLBS  FORD,  EBQ. 

London,  June  3, 1^ 
Deah  Sim, — ^Though  you  have  Utt  off  coneipocd* 
with  me  these  two  years  and  a  half,  I  cannot  leare  yw 
ofiT  yet ;  and  1  diink  ^is  is  the  sixth  letter  I  hsre  r/ 
you  since  I  have  heard  one  word  of  you  fnaa  ytc 
own  hand.  My  lord  Oxford  told  me  last  wiirtw*^ 
he  had  heard  from  you,  and  you  were  then  well.  Mf 
CsBsar  very  lately  told  me  the  same.  It  b  alwsyi  iV 
most  welcome  news  that  can  come  to  me;  bat  it  vc(lo 
be  a  great  addition  to  my  pleasure  to  have  rtfKSB 
yourself ;  and  you  know  my  sincere  regaid  fcr  yow  »*r 
in  some  measure  claim  it 

I  have  been  engaged  these  five  months  io  s  v^ 
troublesome  lawsuit  with  an  Irish  chaimao.  Tb* 
fellows  swarm  about  St  James's,  and  will  hanUy  sU^ 
you  to  walk  half  a  street,  or  even  in  the  Psrk,«* 
faiiest  day.  This  rascal  rushed  into  the  csdy «  ' 
tavern  to  force  me  into  his  chair,  mn  his  polsi  t^^ 
me,  and  would  not  let  me  paas  till  I  broke  btfh«<L 
He  made  a  jest  of  it  that  night ;  but  the  next  norwot 
an  Irish  solicitor  came,  out  cif  profound  '•'P^  *? 
advise  me  to  make  the  fellow  amends ;  be  taM  a  ""J; 
story  of  the  surgeon  and  the  bloody  shirt,  M«JP*' 
against  his  osm  interest  merely  to  hinder  n^  •b^ 
had  never  aoin  before^  from  being  exposed.    n«»' 
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lb  kiod  penuanoDi,  nor  the  prudent  couniels  of  our 
rieotU,  Mr.  L — —  and  a  few  more,  could  pre? ail  on 
He.  A  few  dayi  after,  tbe  eolicitor  brought  me  a  bill 
bund  by  the  grand  jury  and  a  warrant  uiider  the  hand 
»f  three  jufticet  againat  John  Ford,  without  any  other 
addition.  To  ehow  hij  good-will  he  would  not  aflront 
ne  by  ezecutii^  the  wanaui ;  but  deeimi  J  would  go 
9  any  justice  of  peaoe»  and  give  bail  to  appear  the 
text  quarter-aeMiont.  By  my  not  doing  it,  ne  found 
•ut  tbe  mistake  of  the  name,  which  he  said  should  be 
ecUfied  in  a  new  bill,  and  if  1  would  not  comply  with 
bcir  demands,  after  they  had  tried  me  lor  the  assault, 
bey  would  bring  an  action  of  SOL  or  lOOt  damage. 
tbreateued  in  my  turn,  at  which  he  laughed  as  I 
buuld  do  if  a  little  child  should  threaten  to  knock  me 
lown.  As  they  proceeded  against  me,  1  thought  it 
ime  to  b^gin  with  them,  and  spoke  to  an  aoqivuntance 
•f  mine,  a  justice  of  peace,  who  sent  a  warrant  for  the 
ellow,  upon  the  waiter's  oath,  for  assaulting  me,  and, 
tj  a  ixnall  stretch  of  power,  committed  him  to  the  Gate- 
iou«e,  where  he  remained  some  days  for  want  of  bail, 
believe  bis  bail  would  hardly  have  been  judged  suf- 
icient  if  his  Irish  solicitor  had  not  gone  to  another 
ustice  and  taken  a  false  oath  that  the  gentleman  who 
ommitted  him  was  out  of  town.  This  perjury,  it 
eenu,  cannot  be  punished,  because  it  was  not  upon 
ecord.  We  presented  bills  against  each  other  to  the 
rdiid-jury,  among  whom  there  liappoied  luckily  to  be 
ome  gentlemen ;  and  though  I  did  not  know  them, 
>y  their  means  my  bill  was  found,  and  his  returned 
fnoramua.  Then  1  indicted  him  in  the  crown-office, 
be  terror  of  the  low  people,  where  they  often  plague 
oe  another,  and  always  make  use  of  against  those  of 
«tter  rank.  Still  the  fellow  blustered,  and  refused  to 
oake  it  up  unless  I  would  pay  his  expenses ;  for  his 
swyer  had  persuaded  him  that  in  the  end  he  should 
ecover  damages  sufficient  to  make  amends  for  all. 
Vhile  he  ruined  himself  by  law  he  lost  his  business, 
or  no  gentleman  would  take  his  chair.  This  brought 
iown  his  proud  stomach ;  he  came  to  me  two  days 
go,  made  his  submissions,  we  gave  reciprocal  releases 
rum  all  actions,  &c.,  and  I  have  already  received  tbe 
hanks  of  above  forty  gentlemen  for  procuring  them 
berty  to  walk  the  streets  in  quiet.  Thus  this  great 
flair  has  ended  like  the  Yorkshire  petition,  which  has 
cen  the  chief  business  of  the  house  of  comroona  this 
Mion.  Toward  the  end,  indeed,  they  found  a  little 
me  to  show  their  good  will  to  the  church.  It  is  the 
eneral  opinion  that  tbe  Act  for  repealing  tbe  Test 
'uold  have  passed  if  sir  Robert  Walpole  had  not  seen 
>e  neccmity  of  his  speaking,  which  he  did  in  the  most 
rtful  manner  he  had  ever  done  in  his  life.  Several 
ourtien  voted  against  him,  as  well  as  most  of  the 
Atriots,  and,  among  othen,  lord  Bathurst  s  two  sons. 
9  the  house  of  lords,  next  to  the  duke  of  Argyll,  your 
lend  Bathuret  and  lord  Carteret  have  shown  most 

uicour  against .     It  is  a  melancholy  reflection 

lAt  all  the  great  officers  of  state,  and  tbe  whole  bench 
r  bishops,  joined  to  the  Tories,  could  net  prevent  any 
oe  question  in  disfavour  of  the  church. 
I  am  asked  every  day  if  there  be  no  hopes  of  ever 
^ing  you  here  again ;  and  am  sorry  not  ti  be  able  to 
ive  any  account  of  your  intentions.  1  doubt  my 
wig  letters  quite  tire  your  patience;  and  therefore 
niclude  with  assuring  you  that  nobody  wishes  you 
11  happiness  mon  tbui  1  do,  who  am  moot  entirely 
ours,  ike 


FROM  DR.  SHERIDAN. 

Juae  i,  ITSf . 
)bar  SiB^ — Mr.  Lucas  is  now  in  Dublin,  who  will 

ay  that  small  bill  oo  demand.    I  hope  Mr will 

ut  disappoint  us,  and  then  poor  Mrs.  will  be 

elleved.     I  must  set  out  soon  for  Dublin.    At  my 


You»U' 

Or  I  U  die  ia  a  ditch. 


return  I  will  wait  upoo  you  to  bring  you  home  with 

me.    The  weather  must  and  shall  be  good ;  and  you 

must  and  shall  be  in  good  health ;  you  must  and  shall 

come  with  me. 

My  wtlk  it  if  flnish«l. 
M  7  mouvf  diminiahed ; 
But  when  mm  (^Kdc  down, 
I  *11  hold  you  a  crown 

Pray  think  of  tilings  beforehand,  and  do  not  be  giddy 
as  usual.     The  walk  is  a  hundred  and  twelve  yards 
long ;  I  hope  Uiat  will  please  you.     My  rolling-stone 
cost  me  dear.     If  I  should  ever  grow  rich,  as  God 
forbid  I  should,  I  would  buy  two  hogsheads  of  wine  at 
once.     You  must  know  I  have  bought  turf  for  you, 
which  bums  like  so  many  tapen.     My  son  writes  me 
word  that   Mr.  Vesey^s  family  are  aiif^  with  me  for 
inserting  some  lines  in  the  Legion  Club  touching  him. 
Upon  my  soul  I  never  inserted  one  line  in  it ;  and  upon 
the  whole  I  care  not  whether  they  believe  me  or  not. 
All  my  garden  things  are  iti  top  order.     Are  not  you 
sick  of  Dublin  this  hot  weather f    How  can  you  stew 
in  such  an  ovenf    My  sheep  begin  now  to  fatten  ;  I 
h<»pe  they  will  please  you  very  well.     You  saw  the 
kiiig*s  speech  I  suppose.     I  am  glad  to  find  by  it  that 
he  resolves  to  stand  by  us.    Our  breams  here  are  ex- 
ceedingly good  and  fat ;  we  dress  them  with  carp  sauce. 
Doctor  Walmsley  writes  me  word  by  last  post  that 
tliey  are  making  way  to  bring  me  to  Armagh.    Martin 
is  quite  outrageous  mad,  and  his  relations  are  now 
taking  out  a  writ  of  lunacy ;  so  that  if  my  lord  Orrery 
would  only  mention  me  to  the  lord-primate  it  would 
do.     I  know  my  lord*«hancellor  is  so  well  iodiTied 
toward  me  that  he  would  willingly  join  in  the  request 
Consider  the  lands  are  worth  400/.  a-year,  and  tbe 
situation  much  more  advantageous.     This  must  be  a 
secret  upon  several  accounts.     So  much  for  businSM, 
and  no  more.     My  artichokes,  I  do  not  mean  my 
hearty  jokes,  are  in  great  plenty,  so  are  my  strawberries. 
I  hear  that  the  czarina,  Kouli  Kan,  and  the  emperor  will 
overrun  Turkey.     You  will  not  know  my  house  when 
yon  see  it  next,  it  will  be  so  altercated.     Pray  what 
says  Goody  Whiteway  to  the  world!     I  hear  she  gives 
herself  strange  airs  of  late  in  calling  me  nothing  but 
Sberidan.   Thlt  comes  of  too  much  familiarity.   When 
I  come  next  to  your  house,  I  shall  make  her  keep  her 
distance,  especiidly  when  company  is  present ;  for  she 
wants  to  be  pulled  down.     My  young  turnips,  carroty 
beans,  and  pease  are  in  fine  order;   you  must  pay 
2»,  6d.  a-quart  if  you  eat  any.     I  shall  be  very  reason- 
able as  to  the  rest  of  your  diet. 

Yon  shaU  wnnt  nothing  fit  for  moital  oun 
To  eat  or  drink.  *t  b  sU  that  I  do  can. 

Aod  All  that  'i  esnedient, 

Ftom  your  uoft  ooedisni. 


FROM  DR.  SHERIDAN. 

June  ft.  1736. 
Dbab  Sib, — I  am  so  tormented,  and  have  been  for 
eight  days,  that  I  lie  stretched  in  my  bed  as  I  now 
write ;  however,  1  begin  to  be  easier,  and  I  have  hopes 
that  I  shall  be  able  to  attend  in  my  school  on  Monday. 
Surely  no  person  can  be  so  stupid  as  to  imagine  you 
wrote  the  **  Panegyric  on  the  Linton  Club"  t  I  have 
seen  and  read  it  in  various  editions,  which  indeed 
makes  me  imagine  everybody  to  be  its  author;  and 
what  they  have  done  to  deserve  such  treatment  is  to  me 
a  mystery. 

I  never  wrote  in  this  posture  before,  and  therefore 
wonder  not  if  lines  and  words  be  crooked.  My  pains 
are  likewise  great ;  and  therefore,  whether  I  will  or  not, 
1  must  take  pains  with  this  letter. 

Now  as  to  your  coming  down  here,  the  weather  will 
be  good,  tbe  roads  pleasant,  and  my  company  likewise, 
to  set  out  with  you  from  Dublin  on  Thursday  fort- 
night, and  to  bring  you  here  in  three  days.     I  have 

3pa 
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dwee  deer  parks  at  my  command ;  Coote*s,  FlemingV 
and  Hamilton*!.  I  hare  at  present  forty  chickens,  all 
fat;  twenty  sheep  of  my  own,  and  sixteen  lambs 
(for  Iamb  will  be  in  season  a  mouth  longer),  geese, 
turkey,  &c 


My  heni  are  hatohing, 
My  hooM  ia  thatohiog. 
My  Keese  a-gaggling. 
My  wife  a-ara:;xliag, 
My  corn  a-thranhing. 
My  sheep  a-wa»hing. 
My  t»rf  a-drawing. 
My  timb(*r  sawing, 
My  gmvet'Walk  raking i 


My  ale  §-brewing, 
Myself  a-stpwinKt 
My  boys  a- teaching, 
My  weba  a-bleaehfn?, 
My  danghters  reading, 
My  garden  weeding. 
My  lime  a-huming. 
My  milk  a-churuing; 


Would  yon  get  stfll  mcne  ? 
60  (latter  Kilmore> 


Yoar  gis»  ut  oUL' 
Tonr  wife  a  nold. 


My  roUtDg-ctone  making. 

In  lAiort,  all  nature  teems  to  be  at  work. 
Busy  as  Kouli  Kan  agaiust  the  Turk. 

I  do  not  wonder  that  Mr.  Towers  has  discarded  that 
graceless  whelp,  but  I  wonder  more  he  kept  him  above 
a  week.  He  has  a  genius  for  mischief  would  jade  even 
the  devil  to  attend  him.  If  Mrs.  Whiteway  will  prove 
false,  I  have  willows  enough  to  crown  me,  and  ladies 
enough  here  to  pick  and  choose  where  I  like  best.  The 
summer  has  brought  them  and  the  flies  in  great  abund- 
ance into  our  country ;  the  latter,  I  think,  indeed,  less 
troublesome.  All  of  them  long  fur  your  coming ;  but 
I  know  not  whether  you  long  for  (hem.  1  am  grieved 
to  hear  you  have  lost  so  much  flesh,  which  indeed  is 
my  present  case.  If  my  skin  were  dry  my  bones  would 
rattle  like  a  bag  of  bobbins.  However,  1  make  no 
doubt  but  to  plump  us  both  up  by  help  of  some  house- 
wife's remedies.  My  poor  dear  wife  has  run  mad  for 
joy  of  your  coming :  sure  I  have  a  gravel  walk  finished 
twelve  perches  in  length,  eight  gradations  of  pease 
which  will  last  you  to  October.  You  caimot  imagine 
what  a  good  housewife  I  am  grown;  my  garden  is 
well  stocked ;  1  have  everything  but  money ;  but  that 
is  neither  here  nor  there.  Mr.  Jones  will  order  the 
money  by  first  opportunity.  May  all  happiness  attend 
you. 

TO  DR.  SHERroAN. 

Dublin.  June  ft.  173«. 
You  must  pay  your  groat  (as  if  you  had  been  drunk 
last  night)  for  this  letter,   because  I  am  neither  ac- 
quainted with  any  frank  cur,  nor  the of  frank 

king.  I  am  glad  you  have  got  the  piles,  because  it  is 
a  mark  of  health  and  a  strong  constitution.  I  believe 
what  you  say  of  the  Legion  Club  poem ;  for  it  plainly 
appears  a  work  of  a  legion  club,  for  I  hear  there  are 
fif>y  different  copies;  but  what  is  that  (o  me?  And 
you  are  in  the  right  that  they  are  not  treated  according 
to  their  merit.  You  never  writ  v)  regular  in  your  life, 
and  therefore  when  you  write  to  me  always  take  care 
to  have  the  piles ;  I  mean  any  piles  except  those  of 
lime  and  stone,  and  yet  piles  are  not  so  bad  as  the 
stone.  I  find  you  intend  to  be  here  (by  your  date)  in 
a  dozen  days  hence.  The  room  shall  be  ready  for  you, 
though  I  shall  never  have  you  in  a  morning,  or  at  dinner, 
or  in  an  evening;  at  all  other  times  I  shall  be  pestered 

with  you.     John  R (for  he  does  not  deserve  the 

name  of  Jack)  is  gone  to  his  six-miles-off  country 'Seat 
for  the  summer.  I  admire  at  your  bill  of  10^  odd  ; 
for  I  thought  your  first  was  double  ;  or  is  it  an  addi- 
tional one?  When  you  satisfy  me,  I  will  send  down 
to  him  with  a  vengeance :  although  except  that  damned 
vice  of  avarice,  he  is  a  very  agreealtle  man.  As  to 
^our  venison,  vain  is  one  who  expects  it.  I  am  check- 
ing you  for  your  chickens,  and  could  lamb  you  for 
your  lamhs. — Addenda  gmadam. 


My  wife  a-rattling. 
My  children  tattling. 
My  money  spent  is. 
And  due  mv  rent  is. 
My  aehool  decreadng, 
My  income  ooaainig. 


All  people  tease  me. 
But  no  roan  pays  me. 
My  worship  Is  bit, 
By  that  rogue  Nisbtt, 
To  Uke  the  right  way. 
Consult  fHend  Whiieway. 


Mr*.  Whiteway  is  ever  your  friend,  bat  your  oM 
ones  have  funoken  you  as  mine  have  me.  My  had 
is  very  bad,  and  I  nave  just  9m  much  spirits  left  as  a 
drowned  mouse.  Pray  ae  not  you  give  yourself  so 
of  pretending  to  have  flies  in  summer  at  Cavsn ;  sod 
such  a  no  summer  as  this :  I,  who  am  die  best  fly- 
catcher in  the  kingdom,  have  not  thought  it  woith  ny 
time  to  show  my  skill  in  that  ait.  I  believe  DotktDf 
of  your  garden  improvements,  for  I  know  you  toow^U. 
What  you  say  of  your  leanness  n  incrediUe;  for  eSei 
I  saw  you  last  you  were  as  broad  as  long.  Bat  if  job 
continue  to  breathe  free  (which  nothing  but  nvcM 
can  give),  you  may  be  safe  with  as  little  HeA  » I 
which  is  none  at  all. 

I  had  your  letter  jnst  before  this  was  sealed;  bA\ 
cannot  answer  it  now.  Jonatu ah  Swift. 


TO  LADY  BETTY  GERMAIN. 

June  19,  l^ 
MadaM| — I  write  this  letter  to  your  ladyship  in  thr 
employment  you  have  chosen  of  being  a  go-betweeaS* 
duke  of  Dorset  and  me.  I  must  preface  this  lettw  ri*B 
an  honest  declaration  that  I  never  proposed  an}  (^ 
thing  to  his  grace  wherein  I  did  not  chiefly  o)rtsa1t  u* 
honour  and  the  general  opinion  of  the  kingdotn.  1 
had  the  honour  to  know  him  from  a  boy,  as  I  did  y  kt 
hidyship  from  a  child ;  and  yet,  excepting  great  f<?- 
sonal  civilities,  I  never  was  able  to  obtain  the  tii:f^ 
of  getting  one  church  preferment  for  any  trtend  nrfji 
one  too  inconsiderable  t4)  mention.  I  wrote  tosocit''*^ 
my  lord  duke  that  there  was  a  certain  family  ber 
called  the  Grattans,  and  that  they  cuuld  comnuud  ir. 
thousand  men  ;  two  of  them  are  parsons,  as  you  ^^p 
call  them,  another  is  lord  mayor  of  this  city,  sik!  wm 
knighted  by  his  grace  a  month  or  two  ago.  Bat  tbnt 
is  another  cousin  of  theirs,  who  is  a  Grattan,  tlk>ugb 
his  name  be  John  Jackson,  as  worthy  a  clergyman  di 
any  in  this  kingdom.  He  lives  upon  his  own  vaiH 
estate,  four  miles  from  this  town,  and  in  his  own  ^u^  < 
but  he  has  four  children.  He  only  wants  some  liltk 
addition  of  100/  a-year;  for  he  has  laid  out  900/A> 
build  upon  his  own  small  estate  in  his  own  psn4 
which  he  cannot  leave ;  and  we  camiot  spare  him  Rr 
has  lain  a  weight  upon  my  shoulders  for  many  yesn< 
and  I  have  often  mentioned  him  to  my  lord  duke  as  a 
most  deserving  person.  His  gfade  lias  now  an  oppl^ 
tunity  to  help  him.  One  Mr.  Ward,  who  died  ths 
morning,  had  a  deanery  of  small  value ;  it  was  a  he^ 
deanery,  my  lord  duke  will  tell  yon  what  I  mesn ;  w 
have  many  of  them  in  Ireland  :  but,  as  it  don  tkt 
require  living  there,  except  a  month  or  two  in  th«  j*-^ 
although  it  be  but  of  40/.  or  50/.  yearly  rent,  it  rJ! 
be  a  great  ease  to  him.  He  is  no  party  man.  t-^t  1 
loyal  subject.  It  is  the  deanery  of  Cloyne :  he  r$ti^ 
acquainted  with  the  bishop,  who  is  Dr.  Beitrfey :  1 
have  reasons  enough  to  complain  of  my  lord  dukr,*^ 
absolutely  refused  to  provide  for  a  most  worthy  nas 
whom  he  had  mode  one  of  his  chaplains  before  be  t^ 
over :  and  therefore,  if  he  will  not  content  to  F^_^ 
poor  deanery  to  Mr.  John  Jackson,  I  will  fcH  eaiv* 
him  for  ever.  I  desire  yonr  ladyship  to  let  A«  ^b" 
know  all  this. 

Somebody  read  a  part  of  a  newspaper  to  m*  w 
other  day,  wherein  your  saucy  niece  is  mentiowi  » 
married  with  49,000/.  to  her  fortune.  I  desiie  to  p- 
sent  her  with  my  most  humUe  service,  sod  thst  v* 
may  be  friends  for  flie  fbture.  I  hope  your  lidyiii  F 
still  preserves  your  heahh  and  good  homour.  V^ 
virtues  I  am  in  no  pain  about ;  for  you  oie  orsJInBw 
in  them  by  your  educatfon  and  birth  as  well  ss  fcf 
constant  practice.  I  pray  God  preserve  yw  W*  ** 
•  Dr.  JosiahHoit,  tiisii  IiIbIm^  ot^iman, 


bpistolahv  cdrrespohdenok 


T7jf 


the  good  you  do  to  tbe  world,  and  fbr  your  happiueit 
hereafter. 

I  will  (notwithttandlng  your  commandi  to  the  con> 
(rary)  be  so  bold  to  tell  you  that  I  am,  wUh  the  great - 
rst  respect  and  estisem,  tnadam,  your  ladysh}p*s  most 
obedient  and  obliged  humble  servatit, 

Jonathan  Swrrr. 


PROM  LADY  BBTTY  GERMAIN. 

inn*  43»  17M, 
I  oiauT  to  besin  with  beggtog  pardon  fur  not  answer- 
ing yuurt  of  the  1st  of  May,  oefure  I  thank  you  fur 
that  of  the  Idth  of  June :  but  I  do  nut  question  the 
newspapers  have  informed  you  of  the  great  luss  I  have 
had  in  my  brother   Henry  Berkeley.      And  what  is 
an  addition  to  the  grief  for  the  best-natured,  honest, 
•iiicere,  disinterested,  friendly  brother,  is  the  having 
leA  a  wife,  three  daughters,  and  two  sons,  literally 
without  bread  to  eat :  though  perhaps  that  part  might 
soon   be  made  easy,  if  those  of  his  relations  were  as 
willing  as  they  are  able  to  help  to  take  care  of  them, 
which  hitherto  they  have  only  the  benefit  of  from  my 
twu  neices.     She  that  you  call  the  saucy  one,  has 
beftowed  her  very  great  fortune  (much  more  tlian  you 
mratioti)  on  lord  Vere  Beauderk,  and   had  my  ap« 
probation  of  her  own  choice,  for  I  think  him  a  very 
deserving   gentleman;   and  all   that  know  him  give 
him  a  great  character.     I  am  now  with  them  in  the 
country ;  but  shall  go  in  about  a  fortnight  to  Knowle ; 
and  when  I  am  there  will  certainly  obey  your  ci>m- 
roands  to  the  duke  of  Dorset.     My  brother  George 
and  lady  Suffolk  are  gone  to  France  to  make  a  visit 
to  lord  Berkeley ;   which  I  am  glad  of,  as  1  hope  it 
will    induce  her  to  go  to  Spa  and  Aix-la-Chapelle, 
for  her  health,  which  I  am  afraid  is  very  necessary  for 
her,  and  truly  believe  is  all  she  wants  to  make  her 
e^y  and  happy  ;  or  else  my  brother  George  is  not  the 
honest  good-natured  man  I   really  take   him  to  be; 
and  she  diasembles  well  if  she  is  not  so  happy  as  she 
makes  rae  believe,  and  I  heartily  wish  her. 

Vou  order  me  to  write  long  letter* ;  but  you  may 
see  by  the  uothingness  of  this,  I  am  yet  more  unfit 
tlLui  ever  to  observe  your  orders,  though  in  all  things, 
EU)d  at  all  times^  your  most  sincere  and  truly  humble 
lervant,  £.  Geimain. 


FROM  DR.  SHERIDAN. 

Jane  n,  nS6. 
Deab  SiiL, — If  you  can  believe  me,  I  can  aanire  you 
hat  we  have  a  great  plenty  of  flies  at  Cavan :  and  let 
ne  whisper  you  in  this  letter,  me  tUnmi  jtedieyti  nee 
mkcea  ;  but  1  beseech  you  not  to  speak  of  it  Si  wu 
nn/alUi  obaervatio,  we  shall  have  more  of  the  Egyp- 
iait  pla^uaa,  fv^iffw  mmliiiudo  wnliium  dia  era$ttmo 
dvemtwra  e9i  m  Cinammiam  motiram,  I  do  not  know 
•  hat  the  dcyil  they  will  do  fur  meat  Dt  noitro  ci6o, 
ic«  yVirfMPa,  amt  vi  tdtripiani^  uxor  wu  eapiat^  »  pttta- 
rriHt.  The  ladies  an  already  bespeaking  seats  in 
ly  field  upon  the  hill,  SptcttUum  veninni,  vemumi 
tecienittr  tti  ifttet.  Ho,  brave  colonels,  captains, 
eatciianta,  aod  comets,  adeo  hie  tf^mdemiu  congr*' 
tnittr  ui  ip»»*  pavottibiu  fmdorem  ittcutiunt,  of  which 
am  an  eyewitness,  defedi*  eapifibua  caudat  tUmii' 
cm/«  Our  liakers  are  all  so  busy  upon  this  occasion, 
at  tliey  double  the  heat  of  the  weather,  atqu€  tmmt 
'tctnoM,  But  when  the  array  fires  on  Friday,  ffroh 
iptUr  !  inftrnMm  redoMtuMi  H  apirnbuni.  The  noise 
guua,  the  neighing  of  the  burses,  and  the  women's 
t)<uea,  ctrimtn  atqm  terms  mitcebttnt. 


(jfixiae  pouts  sreeome  in, 
I  ve  some  m  ny  Un. 
To  butter  your  chin; 
l¥hen  done  with  our  diu- 
->Der.  thro«9bthlek  and  thiti 


W«  n  WHlk  out  and  in. 
Asd  esn»  ni4  n  pin 
Who  thinkii  it  a  am. 
Wfi  make  some  folks  loia, 
By  iMhing  th«tT  kin,  loe. 


r  could  not  iMntion  troep-hmMs,  ^*n  Ptgama 

ter  bttit  ertiiUm  ui  vidu ;  ted  jam  atabmh  inekiiut  dk 

vtnihmt  mkii  ampiim.     You  may  be  surprispd  at  this 

motley  epistle ;  but  yon  muat  know  that  I  fell  upon 

my  head  the  other  day,  and  the  fall  shook  away  half 

my  English  and   lAtin,  cwm  pmmia   lingma   GaiUeo^ 

Hitpamica,   neenon  Jtaiica.      I  would  rather  indeed 

my  wife  had  lost  her  one  tongue,   Maliter,  fmmiam 

tqmdem  nuUit$  didfito  miu  radieHut  evetieretw  itmiirm 

ettpemrei* 

I  wish  your  rerereiaoe  were  here  to  he«r  the  trumpets ; 
Bf  if  take  me  not.  for  I  mean  not  the  tlnimpett. 

Well,  when  will  you  come  down,  or  will  you  come 
at  all  ?  I  think  you  may,  can,  could,  might,  would, 
or  ought  to  come.  My  house  is  enlarging,  and  you 
may  now  venture  to  bring  your  own  company  with 
you;    namely,   the    provost,    archdeacon   Wall,   the 

bishop  of  Clogher,  and  ,  by  way  of  etiliventng 

the  rest.  Do  not  let  my  lord  Orrery  come  with 
them ;  for  I  know  they  will  not  be  pleased  with  his 
company.  My  love  to  my  sweetheart  Mrs.  White* 
way,  if  she  continues  cotistant ;  if  not,  my  hatred  and 
my  gaU.  Excuse  my  haste.  I  hope  by  the  next  post 
to  make  up  for  this  short  epistle.  1  am,  dear  sir,  with 
all  affection  and  respect,  your  most  obedient  bumble 
servant,  Thomas  Subsidan. 

FROM  MR.  DONNELLAN. 

Cork,  July  S.  173«. 
Sia, — I  had  the  favour  of  your  commandis  with  relation 
to  Mr.  Dunkin  ;•  and,  in  pursuance  of  them ,  have 
wrote  to  two  of  my  friends  among  the  senior  fellows, 
and  recommended  his  petition  and  your  request,  in 
the   best  and  strongest   manner  I   was  able.     I  am, 
upon  many  accounts,   obliged   to   execute  whatever 
orders  you  are  pleased  to  give  me,  with  the  greateat 
readiness  and  cheerfulness  possible;   which  I  assure 
you  I  do  on  this  occasion,  and  shall  think  myself 
very  happy  if  I  can  any  way  promote  the  success  of 
an  affair  which  you  wish  well   to.     But   beside   the 
right  that  you  have  to  eommaud  me,  1  think  Mr. 
Ounkin''s  case,  as  Mrs.  Si  can  has  represented  it,  really 
very  wordiy  of  compassion,  and  on  tliat  account  like* 
wise  should  be  very  glad  I  could  he  of  some  service 
to  htm.     To  be  sure  he  acted  a  very  silly  and  wrmig 
part   in   marrying,   and  in   the  aflkir  of  Dr.  Co|ie*s 
daughter;  and  I  fmr  he  has  hurt  himself  very  consi- 
derably in  the  opinion  of  the  college  by  his  smnge 
behaviour  at  the  board,  without  occasion.     But  I  hope 
all  this  will  he  got  over  by  your  appearance  in  his 
favour,   and    that  your  request  will   have  all   that 
weight  with  the  college  that  it  ought.     I  reroinde<l 
my  friends  (though  I  hope  they  had  not  forgot  it)  of 
the  considerable  services  yon  had  done  their  house  at 
different  times,  and  let  ^m  know  how  much  their 
compliance  in  this  point  would  oblige  you.     After 
this  I  think  they  must  be  very  beasts  if  they  do  not 
show  their  gratitude  when  they  have  so  fair  an  oppor- 
tunity, and  idiots  if  they  neglect  purchasing  the  dean's 
favour  at  so  cheap  a  rate. 

My  sister  and  I  were  very  sorry  we  had  not  the 
pleasure  of  seeing  you  the  morning  we  called  at  the 
deanery -house.  We  were  juit  then  going  out  of  town, 
and  had  not  another  opportunity  of  taking  our  leave 
of  you.  8he  desires  me  to  make  her  ctmipliments  to 
you  in  a  very  particular  manner.     We  are  both  ex- 

•  A  female  relation  of  Mr.  Duakin  had  Ijeaueathml  an  estate 
in  land  fur  ever  to  the  oollefe  and  fellowi  of  Trinity  rotlp^e, 
Dublin,  npiin  ooodition  that  tiiay  shoald  Hke  care  of  hit  edu- 
cation, and  afterward  a»»ist  to  advanoe  him  in  the  world.  The 
college,  ill  conaM)uenct>  of  thia  re  iue«t.  aHowwl  him  at  thia 
time  nn  annuity,  whieh  hr  wm  now  aulicttinfi  to  get  incrraied 
to  100/.  He  fiioeeedMl  In  hit  Application;  and  tli^  earl  of 
CliMteiHrld.  when  he  had  the  iroverament  of  Ireland  in  the 
\«!«r  174«,  gave  him  Uie  achool  of  Enniakilling.  which  to  very 
riekly  endowed,  and  waa  founded  tiy  king  Charles  U 
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ceedingly  busy  in  getting  our  little  house  ready,  end 
hope  to  remove  into  it  next  week.  I  shall  not  trouble 
you,  sir,  with  a  description  of  it ;  but,  in  a  few  words, 
it  is  really  a  very  sweet  little  spot,  and  though  so  near  a 
great  town,  baa  all  the  advantages  of  a  complete  re- 
tirement. 

Though  I  am  come  among  a  peo|de  that  I  think 
you  are  not  very  fond  of,  yet  this  I  must  say  in  their 
lavour,  that  they  are  not  such  brutes  aa  to  be  insen- 
sible of  the  dean's  merit.  Ever  since  we  came  down, 
this  town  and  country  rung  of  your  praises,  for  op- 
posing the  reduction  of  the  coin ;  and  they  look  upon 
the  stop  that  is  likely  to  be  put  to  that  affair  as  a 
second  deliverance  they  owe  you. 

I  hope  the  late  fine  weather  has  contributed  to  the 
recovery  of  your  health :  I  am  sure  it  is  what  we  have 
all  reason  to  desire  the  continuance  of;  and  what 
I  beg  you  will  believe  no  one  more  truly  and  sin- 
cerely wishes,  with  all  other  happiness,  than,  sir,  your 
most  obedient  and  obliged  humble  servant, 

Cub.  Donnbllan. 


TO  THE  PROVOST  AND  SENIOR  FELLOWS  OF 
TRINinr  COLLEGE,  DUBUN^ 

Deanery-house.  July  5.  1736. 
Rev.  and  worthy  Sirs, — As  I  had  the  honour  of  re- 
ceiving some  part  of  my  education  in  your  university, 
and  the  good  fortune  to  be  of  some  service  to  it  while 
I  had  a  share  of  credit  at  court,  as  well  as  since,  when 
I  had  very  little  or  none,  I  may  hope  to  be  excused 
for  laying  a  case  before  you,  and  offering  my  opinion 
upon  it. 

^  Mr.  Dunkin,  whom  you  all  know  sent  me  some 
time  ago  a  memorial  intended  to  be  laid  before  you, 
which  perliaps  he  hath  already  done.  His  request  is 
that  you  would  be  pleased  to  enlarge  his  annuity  at 
present,  and  that  he  may  have  the  same  right,  in  his 
turn,  to  the  first  church  preferment  vacant  in  your  gift, 
as  if  he  had  been  made  a  fellow,  according  to  the 
scheme  of  his  aunt's  will ;  because  the  absurdity  of 
the  condition  in  it  ought  to  be  imputed  to  the  old 
woman's  ignorance,  although  her  mtention  be  very 
manifest ;  and  the  intention  of  the  testator  in  all  wills 
is  chiefly  regarded  by  the  law.  What  I  would  there- 
fore humbly  propose  is  this,  that  you  would  ineraase 
hie  pension  to  100/.  a-year,  and  make  him  a  firm  pro- 
mise of  the  first  church  living  in  your  disposal,  to  the 
value  of  300/.  a-year,  or  somewhat  more.  This  I 
take  to  be  a  reasonable  medium  between  what  he  hath 
proposed  in  his  memorial,  and  what  you  allow  him 
at  present. 

I  am  almost  a  perfect  stranger  to  Mr.  Dunkin, 
having  never  seen  him  above  twice,  and  then  in 
mixed  company,  nor  dhould  I  know  his  person  if  I 
met  him  in  the  streets.  But  I  know  he  is  a  man  of 
wit  and  parts,  which,  if  applied  properly  to  the  busi- 
ness of  his  function,  instead  of  poetry  (wherein  it  must 
be  owned  he  sometimes  excels^),  might  be  of  great  use 
and  service  to  him. 

I  hope  you  will  please  to  remember  that,  since  your 
body  hatii  received  no  inconsiderable  benefaction  from 
the  aunt,  it  will  much  increase  your  reputation  rather 
to  err  on  the  generous  side  toward  the  nephew. 

These  are  my  thoughts,  after  frequently  reflecting 
on  the  case  under  all  its  circumstances ;  and  so  I  leave 
it  to  your  wiser  judgments.  I  am,  with  true  respect 
and  esteem,  reverend  and  worthy  sirs,  your  most  obe- 
dient and  most  humble  servant, 

Jonathan  Swift. 

■  ThU  letter  plainly  ahowi  the  author*!  fViendahip  to  gentle- 
men of  geniua  and  learning;,  although  unacquainted  with  them ; 
but  aoon  afttr  tids.  Mr.  Diuikin  was  introduoed  to  the  dean, 
who  did  him  ftuther  ■eirices.  by  recommending  him  to  Dr. 
Bolton,  archbishop  of  Caahell.  who  ordained  him. 

b  See  the  translation  of  ••  CarberiB  Rupee,"  Vol.  i.,  p.  «». 


FROlf  DR.  SHERIDAN. 

Joly  6. 1T3( 

Dear  Sir, — I  suspect  that  some  secret  villain  hii  pe- 
vented  the  lord  chancellor  to  aigii  my  comminM', 
and  therefore  I  entreat  the  faTour  of  you  to  knov  ik 
meaning  of  it  fVom  his  excellency ;  lor  I  had  his  eaD> 
sent  by  a  recommendation  from  my  lord  ckicf-faaros 
Marley  and  Mr.  Justice  Ward.  The  summer  is  gdai 
off  fast,  so  are  my  best  fowl,  and  yoa  are  net  yet  eon*. 
Will  you  not  come  for  your  6ttW.  t  We  fcars  no  wty 
to  carry  it,  except  you  come  for  it  youndf :  md  ^ 
not  forget  to  bring  the  deed  of  sale  with  von  (br  libe 
Marahills  and  Drumcor.  1  wish  yoo  ooold  sail  vitb 
tiiem  hither,  to  save  you  the  trouble  of  riding,  which  I 
would  rather  see  than  fifty  pounds,  which  I  wooM  Kt 
my  hand  and  seal  to.  Mr.  Jones,  aa  I  told  you  >»• 
fore,  will  not  pay  anybody  tmt  yourself;  so  that  xtn 
must  inevitably  come,  noimt  wUenM,  right  or  vn^. 
whether  you  can  or  not  Our  venison  is  plenty ;  oar 
weather  too  hot  for  its  carriage.  We  have  not  had  tv» 
hundred  drops  of  rain  these  six  weeks  -paA 

Oh.  where  ahall  1  flj 
From  Phiiwhtt^  eye' 
la  bed  wh«a  1  Be, 
lao«k  likeapk; 
And  I  sweat,  oh  1 1  svoit, 
Like  a  hog  m  a  ily? 

I  know  you  love  Alexandrines,  for  which  rssfoo  I 
closed  the  above  madrigal  with  one.  I  think  it  ii  </ 
a  very  good  proportion,  which  I  hope  you  will  art  *y 
music ;  and  pray  let  me  have  a  baas  and  second  »■ 
ble,  with  what  other  decorations  and  graces  yoo  oa 
better  design  than  I  can  direct.  To  let  you  we  va 
can  want  for  nothing  if  you  come  to  Cavau,  1  wria 
you  the  following  catelogue  : — 

Good  zoHd, 
A  clean  house, 
A  hearty  welcome, 
Good  ale. 
Good  t)eer. 
Good  bread. 
Good  bed. 
Young  turkeys, 
Young  beans , 
Yonng  lamt». 
Orouae  pouta. 
Fine  trouto. 


Our  river  is  dry. 
And  fiery  tlie  aky ; 
I  fret  and  I  fty. 
Just  ready  to  die : 


Right 
Canliflowrn. 
Young  ^ickaia. 
Fat  vraisoB, 
Small  mottoo. 
Green  peaaa. 
Good  water. 
Good  wine. 
Young  ducks, 
Canota, 
I^xmrnpa,  iMm 


A  LOKO  oaAVKL-WAUC 


I  muat  trouble  your  reverence  with  a  email  maa^ 
of  some  things,  to  let  you  see  that  all  I  have  said  ia 
truth. 


so.  Some  of  m}  graielvsik. 

81.  Naftartaua. 

2t.  Cucumber. 

n.  Oraaga, 

U.  St^ioaah, 

89.  OnioB, 

86.  Pea. 


1.  Artichoke,  lb.  Cnalellnea. 

8.  Canot,  16.  Silsaia  lettae^ 

3.  Parsnip.  17.  Thyme. 

i.  Raspberries,  lH.  Sweet  manofam. 

5.  Grooseberriea,  19.  A  Cavaa  Ay.  andt  tk«- 

6.  Currants,  red, 

7.  Currants,  black, 

8.  Purslain, 

9.  Kidney-t)eans. 

10.  Common  beaas, 

11.  Rt^cabtiaga. 
12   Common  cabbage. 

13.  Turnip, 

14.  Caulinowera, 

I  would  send  you  some  of  my  canal,  but  (be  psp^ 
could  not  hold  it. 

I  have  nothing  more  to  send  but  my  hat  wi'Wi. 
which  you  can  only  sec  in  my  face  when  you  cwk 
down. 

Present  my  love  967894684673405e7W«?::?5< 
times  to  my  dear  Mrs.  Whiteway,  and  all  her  cli?''''* 
ens.  I  am,  dear  sir,  as  I  ever  must  be,  yuur  o^*^ 
obedient  and  very  humble  servant  to  command,  Duzd^ 
Spur  it  us  hose  rage  it  art  us.* 

■  *'  Dttm  spirttos  hos  regit  sitoa." 
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FROM  CHARLES  TOBD.  Sm). 

London.  July  8,  17S6. 

fou  cannot  imagint  how  noeh  I  was  transported  to 
ee  a  lupencription  in  yoar  hand,  after  two  yaars  and 
>  half  iutermiMion.  The  pleaaure  I  had  in  not  being 
uite  forgotten  waa  aoon  abated  by  what  tou  aay  of 
(lur  ill  health.  I  doubt  you  live  too  much  by  your- 
elf;  and  retirement  makes  the  strongest  iropreasion 
ipou  those  who  aie  formed  for  mirth  and  society.  I 
are  nut  been  these  thirty  years  without  a  set  of 
heerfUl  companions,  by  herding  with  new  ones  as  the 
Id  marry  and  go  off.  Why  have  not  you  a  suoces- 
ion  of  Grattans  and  Jacksons  9  Whatever  resentment 
be  men  in  power  may  have,  everybody  else  would 
aek  your  company  upon  your  own  terms :  and  for 
me  in  great  stations,  I  am  sure,  at  this  time,  you 
rould  be  ashamed  to  be  well  with  them.  If  they  hate 
ou,  it  is  because  they  fear  you,  and  know  your  abili* 
ie»  better  than  you  seem  to  do  yourself:  even  in  your 
nelancboly  you  write  with  too  much  6re  for  broken 
pirits.  Your  giddiness  and  deafness  give  me  the  ut- 
aoft  concern ;  though  I  believe  you  would  be  less 
abject  to  them,  and  as  well  taken  care  of  here:  nor 
eed  you  sputige  for  a  dinner,  since  you  would  be 
irited  to  two  or  three  places  every  day.  I  will  say 
0  more  upon  this  subject,  because  1  know  there  is  no 
emiading  you. 

My  legs  have  been  swelled  many  years :  it  is  above 
Aelve  since  Beaufort  gave  me  a  prescription  fur  them, 
rhich  I  never  took  till  last  winter.  My  lord  Litch- 
it'Id,  and  other  of  my  acquaintance,  persuaded  me  to 
t;  and  they  tell  me  it  had  its  eflect,  for  I  am  no 
iilge  either  of  my  own  bod  looks,  or  large  legs, 
avHig  always  found  myself  perfectly  well,  except 
ben  I  had  my  fever  four  years  ago.  I  walk  con- 
antly  every  day  in  the  Park,  and  am  forced  to  be 
otli  temperate  and  sober,  because  my  meat  is  so 
mch  overdone  ^at  I  do  not  like  it ;  and  my  dining 
cquaintance  reserve  themselves  for  a  second  meeting 
t  night,  which  I  obstinately  refuse. 

if  your  rents  fall,  I  <lo  not  know  what  must  become 
f  us.  I  have  considerable  losses  every  year,  and  yet 
think  Crossthwaite  a  very  honest  man.  Rents  for 
>me  time  have  been  ill  paid  here  as  well  as  in  Ire- 
uid ;  and  farms  flung  up  every  day  which  have  not 
een  raised  since  king  Charles  I.*s  time.  The  grasiers 
re  undone  in  all  parts,  and  it  is  bad  enough  with 
le  fermers.  One  cause  is,  their  living  much  higher 
han  they  did  formerly ;  another  is,  the  great  number 
f  enclosures  made  of  late,  enough  to  supply  many 
lore  people  than  England  contains.  It  is  certain  all 
ut  year  a  man  came  off  well  enough  if  he  could 
ill  a  fat  ox  at  the  price  he  bought  him  lean.  The 
utchers,  bv  not  lowering  their  meat  in  proportion, 
ave  beoi  At  only  gainers. 

I  generally  hear  once  a  montii,  or  oftener,  from  my 
ister.  She  writes  to  me  with  great  affection ;  but  I 
nd  she  is  still  wroiigheaded,  and  will  be  so  as  long 
n  she  lives.  As  she  expected  unreasonable  presents, 
»  makes  them  much  more  unreasonably  ;  and,  in 
)y  opinion,  so  ill-judged,  that  I  do  not  wonder  more 
t  her  than  at  those  who  receive  them.  I  see  no  dif- 
•rence  in  giving  thirty  or  forty  guineas,  or  in  paying 
lirty  or  forty  guineas  for  a  thing  the  person  you  give 

to  must  have  paid.  I  have  heud  no  reason  to  doubt 
jrd  Masham.  1  know  nothing  of  his  son,  not  even 
y  sight.  Our  friend  Lewis  is  in  constant  duty  with 
is  sick  wife,  who  has  been  some  years  dying,  and  will 
ot  die.  Unless  he  calls,  as  he  does  upun  me  for  a 
uorter  of  an  hour  at  most  twice  in  a  year,  there  is  no 
Being  him.  I  heartily  wish  you  health  and  prosperity ; 
nd  am  ever  most  sincerely  your,  &c. 

if  y  lord   Masham  was  extremely  pleased  with  your 


remembering  him,   and  desired  me  to  moke  his 
comj^menti  to  you. 

TO  DR.  8HBRIDA.N. 

Inly  10,  ITSS. 

I  BBCBivBO  your  two  letters.  The  first  is  mingled 
with  lAtin  and  English,  one  following  the  other; 
now  I  scorn  that  way,  and  put  both  languages  in  one. 
However,  for  the  sake  of  order,  I  will  begin  with  an- 
swering your  second  letter  before  the  first,  because  it 
deserves  one  on  account  of  your  presents  from  bogs, 
rivers,  mountains,  mosses,  quagmires,  heaths,  lakes, 
kennels,  ditches,  weeds,  &c.  Ac.  &c.  &c.  Mrs.  White- 
way  was  pleased,  although  very  unjustly,  to  criticise 
upon  every  curiosity;  she  swears  the  paper  of  gravel 
was  of  your  own  voiding,  as  she  found  by  the  smell. 
That  your  whole  artichoke  leaf  shows  its  mother  to 
be  smaller  than  a  nutmeg;  and  I  confess  you  were 
somewhat  unwary  in  exposing  it  to  censure.  Your 
raspberry  she  compared  with  the  head  of  a  corking- 
pin,  and  the  latter  had  the  victory.  Your  currants 
were  invisible,  and  we  could  not  distinguish  the  red 
from  the  black.  Your  piuslain  passed  very  well  with 
me,  but  she  swore  it  was  houseleek.  She  denies  your 
Cavan  fly  to  be  genuine,  but  will  have  it  that,  for  the 
credit  of  your  town,  you  would  have  it  bom  there, 
although  Mrs.  Donaldson  confesses  it  was  sent  her  in 
a  box  of  brown  sugar,  and  died  as  it  entered  the 
gates.  Mrs,  Whiteway  proceeds  further  in  her  ma- 
lice, declaring  your  nasturtium  to  be  only  a  piss-a- 
bed ;  your  beans  as  lm)wn  as  herself,  and  of  the  same 
kind  with  what  we  fatten  hogs  in  Leicestershire.  In 
one  thing  she  admires  your  generosity,  that  for  her 
sake  you  would  spare  a  drop  or  two  of  your  canal 
water,  which  by  the  spongy  bottom  needs  it  so  much. 
The  only  defects  of  them  all  were,  that  they  wanted 
colour,  sight,  and  smell ;  yet  as  to  the  last,  we  botli 
acknowledge  them  all  to  exhale  a  general  fustiness, 
which,  however,  did  much  resemble  that  of  your 
Cavan  air.  Jonathan  Swift. 


TO  DR  SHERIDAN. 
I  BBCBIVBD  your  loiter,  which  began  with  "  lings." 
You  have  thirteen  in  all,  and  I  have  got  but  a  hun- 
dien  and  sixty :   a  trifle!  Find  me  ten  more  than  mine 
and  1  will  give  you   ten  guineas   for  the  eleventh. 
Mine  are  all  down,  and  only  twelve  which  are  not  en- 
tered in  a  letter,  which  I  will  send  you  when  health 
permits,  and  I  have  nothing  else  to  do,  and  that  may 
be  a  twelvemonth  hence,  if  my  disorrler  will  let  me 
hold  out  eo  long.     You  were  bom  to  be  happy,  for 
you  Uke  the  least  piece  of  good  fortune  chcecfoll v.     I 
suppose  your  arithmetic  is  that  three  boys  a-wedc  are 
a  hundred  and  fifty-nine  in  a  year ;  and  seven  guineas 
a-week  are  three  hundred  and  sixty-five  per  aimum. 
Can  you  reckon  that  the  county,  and  the  next,  and 
Dublin,  will  provide  you  with  thirty  lads  in  all,  and 
good  pay,  of  whi«-.h  a  doien  shall  be  lodgersf    Does 
the  cheapness  of  things   answer   your   expectation! 
Have    you    sent    away    your    late    younger-married 
daughter,  and  will  you  send  away  the  oth«  f    I^t 
me  desire  you  will  be  very  regular  in  your  accounts ; 
because  a  very  honest  friend  of  yours  and  mine  tells 
me  that,  with  all  your  honestv,  it  is  an  uneasy  thing  to 
bave  any  dealings  with  you  that  relate  to  accounts,  by 
your  frequent  forgetfulness  and  confusion:   fur  you 
have  no  notion  of  regularity ;  and  I  do  not  wonder  at 
it,  considering  die  scattered,  confused  manner  in  which 
you  have  lived.     Mrs.  Whiteway  thanks  you  for  the 
good  opinion  you  have  of  her,  and  I  know  she  always 
loved  and  defended  you.     I  cannot  tell  when  I  shall 
be  able  to  travel.     1  have  three  other  engagements  on 
my  hands,  but  the  principal  is  to  see  the  bishop  of 
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Oaory.  Yetl.dnad  the  lying  abroad  abors  iive 
miles«  I  am  uerer  well.  Some  •udden  turus  an 
evvrj  day  threatening  me  with  a  giddy  fit;  and  my 
afiain  are  tetribly  embroiled.  I  have  a  scheme  of 
lif  iog  with  you,  when  the  CoUege-gieeu  club  is  to 
meet ;  for  in  these  times  I  detest  the  town,  and  hear- 
ing the  fuUiea,  corruptions,  and  slavish  practices  of 
those  misrepresentative  bnitei;  and  resolve,  if  I  can 
stir,  to  pass  that  whole  time  at  Bath  or  Cavau.  I  say 
again,  keep  very  regular  accounts,  in  large  books  and 
a  fair  haua  j  not  like  me,  who  to  save  paper  confuse 
everything.  Your  mind  is  honeit,  but  your  memory 
a  kvave,  and  therefore  t)»e  Scotch  mean  the  same 
thing  by  "  minding  '*  that  we  do  by  "  remembering.** 
"  Sirrah,"  said  I  to  a  Scotch  footman,  "  why  did  nut 
^ou  go  that  errand  Y" — "  Because  I  did  not  <mind* 
it,*'  quoth  Sawney.  A  curw  on  theie  twenty  soldiers, 
drummixig  through  my  liberty  twice  a-day,  and  going 
to  a  barrack*  die  government  hath  ulaced  just  under 
my  nose.  I  think  of  a  line  in  Viigd  Travesty.  **  The 
d — ^I  cut  their  yelping  weasons."  We  expect  lord 
Orrery  and  bishop  Bundle  next  week.  This  letter 
was  intended  for  last  post,  but  interruptions  and 
horses  hindered  it.  Poor  Mrs.  Acheion  is  relapsed  at 
Grange,  and  worse  than  ever :  I  was  there  yesterday 
and  met  Or.  Helaham,  who  hopes  she  was  a  little  bet- 
ter.— 16.  Here  has  nobody  been  hanged,  married,  or 
dead,  that  I  hear  of:  Dr.  Grattan  is  confined  by  a 
boil;  if  you  ask  him  where,  he  will  sell  you  a 
bargain.  My  chief  country  companion  now  is  Phi- 
losopher Webber :  for  the  Grattans  and  Jacksous  are 
neitner  to  be  found  at  home  nor  abroad,  exc^t  Bobin, 
who  cannot  stir  a  foot  Jomatuan  Swift. 


FROM  tADY  BETTY  GERMAIN. 

July  n,  17S6. 

SiNCB,  it  seems,  my  letters  are  nut  for  your  own  pe- 
rusal, but  kept  for  a  female  cousin,  to  her  diis  ought 
to  be  addressed ;  only  that  I  am  not  yet  In  spirits  to 

i'oke.  1  did  not  do  so  by  your  request  as  you  appre- 
hended by  my  letter,  for  I  spoke  to  the  duke  much 
sooner  than  I  told  you  I  should,  and  did  so  as  soon  as 
it  was  possible  for  me,  or  as  soon  as  I  could  have  sent 
it  But  my  answer  was,  that  he  had  that  moment  re- 
ceived a  letter  from  lord  Orrery,  with  the  most  pressing 
instances  for  a  deserving  friend  of  his  that  the  duke 
could  not  refuse,  especutlly  as  my  lord  Orrery  had 
Iwen  most  extremely  obliging,  and,  for  this  whole  ses- 
sion, neglected  no  opportunity  to  endeavour  to  make 
his  administration  easy ;  thoi^h  at  the  same  time  he 
asstued  me  he  would  otherwise  have  been  very  glad  to 
oblige  you,  and  does  agree  that  the  gentleman  you  re- 
commended is  a  very  deserving  one  also.  All  this 
you  should  have  known  before  had  I  been  able  to 
write;  but  I  have  been  laid  up  with  the  gout  in  my 
hand  and  foot,  and  thought  it  not  necessary  to  make 
use  of  a  secretary,  since  I  had  nothing  more  pleasing 
to  tell  you.  I  shall  always  be  extremely  willing  to  be 
employed  by  you  to  him ;  nor  do  I  make  any  ques- 
tion but  you  will  always  recommend  the  worthy,  as  it 
is  for  your  own  honour  as  well  as  his.  No  more  will 
I  agree  that  you  never  did  prevail  on  any  one  occa- 
sion i  because  the  very  first  you  did  employ  me  about 
was  instantly  complied  with,  though  against  a  rule 
he  thought  right,  and  I  knew  before  he  had  set 
himself. 

Lady  Suffolk  is  now  at  Spa,  with  my  brother 
George,  for  her  health ;  and  as  I  shall  go  for  my  own, 
to  the  Batb  in  September,  I  fear  we  shall  not  meet  this 
great  while.  And  now  I  must  finish  this  long  letter, 
which  has  not  been  quite  easy  to  write,  being  stiU  your 
gouty,  but  faithfbl  humble  servant 

•  Afterwards  mlled  the  Piddle-ffiisni.  and  kept  within  the 
'^«ttie•  of  9t  Patrick's  to  Mippna  riota. 


FROM  DR.  8ttBRX0AN. 

Mytf>,1':9( 

Dear  Sib, — I  received  yours  some  day  or  odi«c  tkii 
week,  by  the  hands  of  Mrs.  Donaldson,  who  hssmid* 
affidavit  before  our  town  magiahate,  that  1  utn 
borrowed  a  fly  of  her  in  my  life ;  aod  1  have  lik^ 
wise  deponed  upon  oath,  that  I  caught  the  fly  potU 
upon  a  rose-tree  in  my  own  garden ;  and  I  woald  Int 
you  to  know  l^t  I  have  above  four  hundred  tlMiund 
of  the  same  species,  fi>r  1  counted  them  bat  Snodsj. 
If  you  will  not  believe  me,  pmy  come  don  o  and  «k. 
Mr.  Jones  has  your  660/.  ready,  but  can  get  uu  talii 
to  remit  it  I  beseech  you  lose  uo  time,  for  faf  » 
aneasy  about  it.    •  •  •  * 

I  f  you  nut  off  the  time  of  coming  down  looge,  }«a 
will  lose  toe  best  things  our  country  can  afford.  Tb 
ladies  are  full  of  your  coming,  riz. — 

Prali* 


My  wiliB.* 

Two  ladiM  LaoMbunrafh. 

Mr*.  Maxwell, 

Mra.  Pttxmauricc!. 

Mra.  Rori. 

Mm.  Hamilton, 

Mra.  Sanderaon, 

Mrs.  Nuborgb, 

Mra.  Cromer. 

Mra.  White. 

BCrs.  Nesbitt. 

Her  Ave  danghters, 

Mra.  Stephenn, 

Mrs.  and  Mi«  QemcBt, 

Mra  Tixlie. 

Ma.  Coote, 


Mim 
Mra. 

Mra.  Jonen. 

Beiiuty  Obpelandf 

Mim  Biookn.l  J.S.4.  ftc  kcb 

AU  your  GaTan  miatrav*. 
Nawa. 

Doctor  Tbomaoa's  terrm  i 
most  eodieUrd  hia  Id  4mb 
goioc  from  a  diriafpi«|. 

Calonei  Nubnrgb's  iK  utW 
market  honae,  qnitr  iai^f^ 
with  a  grand  enpoU  on  t^ 
top.  fell  flat  to  Ihe  e«i^.  U 
ia  now  begm  upon  afuu.  tit 
tranuitgwrim  ««•& 


Grouse  ponts. 
Fine  tronts. 


Righl 

For  my  bnaiapiv 

Leave  yoor  stiaking  town  Ib  basliv 
For  you  luve  no  time  to  waste. 

Let  me  know  what  day  I  shall  meet  yoo.  Vria 
and  I  will  stretch  to  Virginia.  That  all  happncs 
may  lur  ever  attend  you  is  the  sincere  wish  ol^  dcsr  si. 
your  most  obedient  and  rery  humble  eerrant, 

Thomas  Shebuus. 


FROM  BR.  SHERIDAN. 

JnlySl.l^ 
Dear  Sis, — I  went  to  Belturbet  immediatdy  aptn  tbt 
receipt  of  your  letter,  and  found  lifr.  Jones  ready  fo 
Mr.  Henry's  draught,  and  glad  of  it ;  and  to  sm  1. 
But  you  are  a  very  fine  lawyer  in  calling  yuar  drrd  of 

sale  a  mortage Instead  of  cauoelling,  there  ii  rttx* 

to  be  done :  you  must  not  only  cancel,  but  yoo  no^ 
reconvey  to  me,  in  a  formal  manner,  as  if  yon  tiyld  tr 
me— Pray  ask  advice,  and  do  not  do  d&in^  hsnd  orfr 
head,  as  you  were  going  to  do  (observe  my  styl«^'.tik' 
me.  If  I  had  nut  sworn  never  to  set  my  fwA  in  W^ 
lin,  except  I  were  to  pasi  through  it  for  En^lsad.'  I 
would  go  thither  next  racation:  but  I  hare  fvon 
solemnly  I  will  not  If  I  had  my  few  friends  out  ^  i^ 
I  would  not  care  that  all  the  rest  were  petrified. 

Now  you  must  know  that  I  forbid  you  tlie  tovo  v/ 
Cavan  as  strenuously  as  I  invited  you  to  it;  fiir  t^ 
small-pox  is  the  broom  of  death  at  present,  and  levn* 
us  off  oere  by  doiens.  I  nertr  had  it,  which  gtm  w 
some  little  palpitations,  but  no  grsat  fmr.  As  spm  v 
I  can  get  500/.  in  my  pocket,  to  make  a  figure  eitk  i 
may  perhaps  honour  your  metropolis  with  my  jsmsm*: 
and  toat  may  be  sooner  than  you  imagine,  for  I  bstv  > 
guinea,  a  moidore,  a  cobb,  and  two  Mankf  pfn^e 
towards  it  already.  You  may  think  I  swagger,  i^(  * 
I  hope  to  be  saved  it  is  true. 

How  grieved  I  am  that  I  am  out  of  the  way  vi-^ 

••  Who  ilisUked  Dr.  Swift  shore  all  the  humaa  mee 
b  TiAt  wa»  exaoUv  Swfft*!  rtyle  to  Sksiidui  •T'V^  f^ 
oaaiaiis:  and ikiw  S^ieridaa,  is biapUsssat «■>»«•  irtsn»w 

compUiiient.  .    .■ 

c  Sheridan  never  croased  the  Channel  to  &«Uad  a  ^^ 
whole  life. 
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loctor  King  it  in  Dnblin !  f  wWi  with  all  my  toul 
le  woald  take  a  frolic  to  eome  hither,  because  he 
rnuld  eoit  me  no  wine,  and  I  have  the  best  water  in 
reland. 

My  collection  of  witty  layingt,  ftc,  is  finished,  if  I 
i&d  any  friends  to  recommend  them.  The  best  wares 
»f  that  kind  will  not  go  oft  otherwise.  Doctor  King 
prmnised  me  bis  friendship  at  Oxford.  If  you  would 
nmk  a  kind  word  to  the  public  in  their  behalf,  I  know 
hey  would  bring  me  in  /  orgtHt,  which  I  now  want  aa 
nuch  as  1  formerly  did  the  gifr  of  retention,  when  I 
lad  enough.  But— -that — is — neither — hwe — nor 
ii^re.~-" 

My  son — I  can  affirm,  is  thoroughly  reformed ;  and 
m  an  argument  of  it,  I  must  acauaint  you  that  his 
notlier  finds  fault  with  ererything  ne  does. 

My  wn — is  so  tax  poisoned  by  the  serpent  his  mother, 
hat  I  cannot  get  him  home,  although  I  sent  hones  for 
liin.     •     •     •     • 

May  all  happiness  attend  you  is  the  sincere  wish  oC 
lear  sir,  your  most  obedient  and  very  humble  aerrant, 

Thomas  Shbkidan. 


FROM  LADY  HOWTH. 

Aasuffc  e.  1736. 
Int. — I  do  not  know  how  this  letter  may  Ite  received, 
incr  I  never  had  the  favour  of  an  answer  to  my  last. 
,  impute  it  to  the  neglect  of  the  post,  or  anything  rather 
ban  to  think  I  am  forvotten  by  my  old  friend.  I  am 
low  in  Comiaagfaty  where  I  assure  yon  I  spend  the 
east  of  my  time  at  eaids.  I  am  on  horseback  almost 
•very  day  to  view  the  beauties  of  Connaugfat,  where  I 
\xa  told  you  have  been.  I  live  greatly  under  ground ; 
ur  I  view  all  the  places  under  ground.  I  make  oo- 
hsng  of  going  down  sxty  steps.  1  really  think,  oould 
rou  lend  me  a  little  of  your  brains,  1  ^ould  be  able 
o  come  nigh  Addison  in  several  of  his  descriptions  of 
Italy  ;  fur  upon  my  word  1  think  there  are  several  very 
-emaikable  things.  As  you  took  a  journey  last  winter 
i>  Cavan,  my  lord  and  I  hope  you  will  take  one  to 
he  county  ^  Kilkenny  thu  winter,  where  we  assure 
rou  of  a  heartv  welcome.  I  must  now  be  troublesome 
a  yuu ;  but  lord  Athunry  begged  I  would  write  to 
fou  in  favour  of  a  youog  gentleman,  one  Mr.  Ireland, 
(vbo  was  usher  to  Mr.  Gamett,  schoolmaster  of  Tippe- 
mry.  Mr.  Gamett  died  lately;  he  has  given  Mr. 
Ireland  a  very  good  certificate ;  and  most  of  the  gentle- 
nra  in  and  about  Tipperary  have  recommended  Mr. 
Ireland  to  succeed  Mr.  Gamett  ^  as  you  are  one  of  the 
cuvemors  of  that  school,  I  hope  vou  will  do  Mr.  Ire- 
and  all  the  service  you  can,  which  will  very  much 
>blige  me.  Since  I  began  this  there  came  in  a  trout ; 
t  was  so  large  that  we  had  it  weighed  ;  it  was  a  yanl 
uid  four  inches  long,  twenty-three  inches  round ;  his 
aw-boiie  eight  inches  long,  and  he  weighed  thirty-five 
pounds  and  a  half.  Mv  lord  and  I  stood  by  to  see  it 
neasured.  I  believe  I  have  tired  your  patience ;  so 
j«g  leave  to  assure  you  I  am  your  afiectionate  friend 
lud  humble  servant,  L.  Howth. 

Direct  to  me  at  Turlaghvan,  near  Tuam,     My  lord 
legs  you  would  accept  of  his  complimenta. 


FROM  THOMAS  CARTE,  ESQ. 

$!■, — Having  at  last,  alter  a  lon^  application  and  in 
be  midst  of  sharp  rheumatic  pains,  the  effects  of  a 
«dentary  life,  finished  my  **  History  of  the  Life  of  the 
ir«t  Duke  of  Ormond,  and  of  the  Aflhirs  of  Ireland  in 
lis  Time,"  I  here  send  you  a  cony  of  that  work,  of 
vhich  I  beg  your  acceptance.  I  have  endeavoured  to 
ollow  tlie  instmotioia  you  gave  ose,  and  hope  1  have 
loiie  so  iu  some  measure.  If  it  have  your  approbation 
u  any  degree,  it  will  be  so  much  to  my  satufactiou. 


It  hath  been  a  long  subject  v/t  complamt  in  England 
that  no  history  has  yet  been  wrote  of  it  upon  authentic 
and  proper  materials ;  and  even  those  who  have  taken 
notice  of  the  military  actions  of  our  ancestors  have  yet 
left  the  civil  history  of  the  kingdom  (the  most  in- 
structive of  any)  untouched  for  want  of  a  pro{)er  know- 
ledge of  the  antionities,  usages,  laws,  and  constitutions 
of  this  nation.  Kapin  de  Thoiras,  the  last  writer,  was 
a  foreigner,  utterly  ignorant  in  tiiese  respects,  and, 
Wiitiug  his  history  abroad,  had  no  means  of  clearing 
up  any  difficulties  that  he  met  with  therein.  He  maile, 
indeed,  some  use  of  Rymer*8  **  Foedera  ;**  but  his  ig- 
norance of  our  customs  suffered  him  to  fall  into  gross 
mistakes  fur  want  of  understanding  the  phraseology  of 
Acts  which  have  reference  to  our  particular  customs. 
Besides,  Rymer's  collection  contains  only  such  treaties 
as  were  enrolled  in  the  Tower  or  in  the  rolls  (;f  Chan- 
eery  ;  he  knew  nothing  of  such  as  were  enrolled  in  the 
Exchequer,  and  of  the  public  treaties  with  foreign 
princes  enrolled  in  this  latter  office.  I  have  now  a  list 
at  above  fbur  hundred  by  me.  Rymer  never  made 
use  of  that  vast  collection  of  materials  for  an  English 
history  which  is  preserved  in  the  Cotton  library ;  nor 
ever  consulted  any  journal  of  our  privy  council  when- 
ever he  refers  to  any,  still  quoting  bishop  Burnet  for 
his  author.  He  never  read  the  rolls  of  parliament,  nor 
any  journal  of  either  house,  where  the  chief  affain 
within  the  nation  are  transacted ;  and  did  not  so  much 
as  know  there  was  sudi  a  place  as  Ae  paper-office, 
where  all  the  letters  of  ttie  English  amnaaHuiorB 
abroad,  and  all  the  despatches  of  our  secretaries  of  state 
at  home,  fhmi  the  time  of  Edward  IV.  to  the  Revolu- 
tion (since  which  the  secretaries  have  generally  carried 
away  the  papers),  are  kept  in  a  good  method,  and  with 
great  regularity ;  so  that  he  wanted  likewise  the  beet 
materials  for  an  account  of  our  foreign  affairs.  These 
defects  have  made  several  of  our  nobility  and  gentry 
desire  a  new  history  to  be  wrote,  in  which  the  above- 
mentioned,  and  other  materials  as  authentic  as  they, 
may  be  made  use  of.  They  have  proposed  it  to  me, 
and  my  objections  regarding  the  vastness  of  the  ex- 
pense as  well  as  labour,  that,  to  satisfy  myself,  I  must 
have  all  materials  by  me,  not  only  copies  out  of  our 
records,  journals,  &c.,  in  England ;  but  even  copies  of 
negotiations  of  foreign  ambassadoii  at  this  court  («.  a. 
of  the  French  ;  all  the  negotiations  and  letten  of  wnich, 
for  two  hundred  years  past,  I  know  where  to  have 
copied),  they  have  propoeed  a  subscription  of  1000/. 
a-year,  for  as  many  years  as  the  work  will  require,  to 
defray  tfiis  expense.  The  subscription  is  begun,  and 
will  (I  believe)  be  completed  this  winter ;  and  then 
tliat  work  will  employ  all  my  time.  One  advantage 
I  alresdy  find  ttom  the  very  telk  of  this  design,  having 
been  offered  several  collections  and  memoirs  of  par- 
ticular persons,  considerable  in  their  time,  which  I  did 
not  know  we«  in  being,  and  which  would  else  no  part 
of  them  ever  see  the  light ;  and  the  manner  of  the  nts- 
tory's  being  carried  on  will  probably  make  everybody 
open  their  stores. 

This  is  one  reason,  amon^  many  others,  which 
makes  me  very  desirous  of  having  your  judgment  v^ 
the  work  I  have  now  published,  and  diat  you  would 
point  out  to  me  such  faults  as  1  would  fkin  correct  in 
my  designed  work.  It  will  be  a  very  partieular  favour 
to  a  person  who  is,  with  the  greatest  esteem  and  re- 
spect, sir,  your  very  obliged  and  obedient  servant, 

Thomas  Carts. 

Mr.  Awnshaw's,  in  Red^lion-eourt,  in  Fleet-street, 
London. 
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DR.  SHERIDAN  TO  MRS.  WHITEWAY. 

CavMi,  AuKiiat  14, 17M. 
Dbab  Madam, — Your  account  of  the  deaa  gives  me 
much  grief.  1  hope  in  God  be  will  diAppoint  aJl  hit 
frienUs'  fears  and  his  enemies'  hopes.  Nothing  can  be 
a  greater  affliction  to  me  than  my  distance  from  him ; 
and,  what  is  full  as  bad,  my  being  so  near  to  one  who 
has  been  the  occasion  of  it.  Very  rich  folks  in  my 
debt  have  made  such  apologies  for  non-payment,  that 
I  now  feel  for  Ireland,  but  much  more  for  myself, 
because  I  was  in  hopes  of  being  able  to  m^e  my  ap- 
pearance in  Dublin  with  a  good  grace ;  namely,  to  pay 
some  debts,  which  I  cannot. 

My  poor  lady  Mountcashell  has  a  right  to  a  yisit 
from  me ;  and  thither  I  will  venture  for  a  day  and  a 
night ;  and  I  will  venture  to  the  deanery  for  another. 
I  could  wish  the  best  friend  I  had  in  the  world  (you 
may  guess  who  J  mean),  and  am  sure  is  so  still,  would 
take  a  little  of  my  advice.  You  may  depend  upon 
this,  it  should  be  all  for  my  own  advantage. 

Now  I  have  done  raving,  I  must  turn  my  pen, 
which  is  my  tongue's  representative,  against  you  for 
awhile,  because  1  am  certain  it  might  be  in  your  power 
to  paint  my  Siberia  so  agreeably  to  the  dean  as  to  send 
him  hither  while  our  good  weather  lasted.  My  new 
kitchen  is  disappointed ;  so  is  my  gravel-walk  j  but 
what  is  worse,  his  only  favourite,  my  rib, — who  dreamed 
with  great  pleasure  that  he  would  never  come.  I  am 
sorry  she  is  disappointed  ;  for  I  am  certain  she  would 
run  away  if  he  had  come — God  forgive  him  for  not 
doing  it~I  will  make  all  the  haste  1  can  out  of  this 
hell;  and  I  hope  my  friends  (I  beg  pardon,  I  mean 
my  friend)  will  cast  about  a  little  for  me;  if  he  does 
not,  I  will  try  England,  where  the  predominant  phrase 
is,  Down  with  the  Irish.  I  will  say  no  more,  but  tell 
you  that  you  are  a  false  mistress;  and  if  you  do  not 
behave  yourself  better,  I  will  choose  another.  In  the 
mean  time,  Gud  bless  you  and  my  dearest  friend  the 
dean.  J  am,  notwithstanding  all  your  upbraidings, 
dear  madam,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

TUOUAS  SUEBIDAN. 


FROM  MR.  POPE. 

Auffnrt  17.  1736. 
I  FiKD,  though  I  hare  lev  experience  than  you,  the 
tratili  of  what  you  told  me  some  time  ago,  that  increase 
of  yean  makes  men  more  talkative  but  less  writative ; 
to  that  degree,  that  I  now  write  no  letters  but  of  plain 
bosineH,  or  plain  hiiw-d'ye's,  to  those  few  I  am  forced 
to  correspoBd  with,  either  out  of  necessity  or  love  :  and 
I  grow  laconic  even  beyond  laeonicism ;  for  sometimes 
I  return  only  Yes,  or  No,  to  questionary  or  petitionary 
epistles  of  half  a  yard  long.  You  and  lord  Boling> 
broke  are  the  only  men  to  whom  I  write,  and  always 
in  folio.  You  are  indeed  almost  the  only  men  I  know 
who  either  can  write  in  thia  age,  or  whose  writings  will 
reach  the  next:  others  are  mere  mortels.  Whatever 
failings  such  men  may  have,  a  respect  is  due  to  them 
as  luminaries  whose  exaltation  renders  their  motion  a 
little  irregular,  or  causes  it  to  seem  so  to  others.  I  am 
afraid  to  censure  anything  I  hear  of  dean  Swift,  because 
I  hear  it  only  from  mortals,  blind  and  dull ;  and  yon 
should  be  cautious  of  censuring  any  action  or  motion 
of  lord  B.,  because  you  hear  it  only  from  shallow, 
envious,  or  malicious  reporters.  What  yon  writ  to 
me  about  him  I  find,  to  my  great  scandal,  repeated  in 

one  of  yours  to .     Whatever  you  might  hint  to 

me,  was  this  for  the  profane  ?  the  thing,  if  true,  should 
be  concealed  ;•  but  it  is,  I  assure  yoii,  absolutely  untrue 
in  every  circumstance.     He  has  fixed  in  a  very  agree- 

•  One  of  Boliagbroke'i  letters  to  rir  Charles  Wyndbam  seems 
to  explain  this  circumstance,  written  in  the  same  year,  in  which 
V    "fV  "  **  *■  n»l«rted  among  you  thai  I  play  the  Celadon 


able  retirement  near  Fontainblcan,  and  uakfs  it  \ik 
whole  business  vacart  literk.  But  tell  me  the  Inth, 
were  you  not  ai^y  at  his  omtttiiig  to  write  Is  yw  f» 
long?  I  may,  for  I  bear  from  hxm  sddotner  tkn 
from  yon,  that  is  twice  or  thriee  a*year  at  most.  Caa 
you  possibly  think  he  can  Delect  yon,  or  disKfivd 
you  ?  If  you  catch  yourself  at  thinking  such  Dooeeiae, 
your  parts  are  decay«L  For  believe  me,  gmt  gcoiow 
must  and  do  esteem  one  another,  and  I  qocstioD  if  acj 
others  can  esteem  or  comprehend  imcommoB  moil 
Odiert  only  guess  at  that  merit,  or  see  glimnariiifi  ^ 
their  minds ;  a  genius  has  the  intuitive  hcaXtj :  ^m> 
fore,  imagine  what  you  will,  you  cannot  be  so  not  ef 
any  man^s  esteem  as  of  his.  If  I  can  think  that  oritbcr 
he  nor  you  despise  me,  it  is  a  greater  hooour  to  n»  t« 
far,  and  will  be  thought  so  by  posterity,  tiian  if  sDtl» 
house  of  lords  writ  commendatory  verses  upon  rac,  tte 
commons  ordered  me  to  print  my  works,  the  ott- 
versities  gave  me  public  thanks,  and  the  king,  qortt, 
and  prince,  crowned  me  with  laurel.  Yon  are  s  ve? 
ignorant  man :  you  do  not  know  the  figure  bis  oaai 
and  yours  will  make  hereafler :  I  do,  and  will  prcerr 
all  the  memorials  I  can  that  I  was  of  your  iotiiDSc;: 
longoj  aed  proxinwt,  mitrraUo.  I  will  not  quarrel  wr  < 
the  present  age ;  it  has  done  enough  for  me  in  matt 
and  keeping  you  two  my  friends.  Do  not  yon  be  tn 
angry  at  it,  and  let  not  him  be  too  angry  at  it;  it  hs 
done,  and  can  do,  neither  of  you  any  manner  of  k.'s 
as  long  as  it  has  not,  and  cannot  bum  yoor  wcsii 
while  those  subsist,  yon  will  both  appear  the  gmtf 
men  of  the  time,  in  spite  of  princes  and  ministen;  asi 
the  wisest,  in  spite  of  all  the  little  erron  yon  may  \^ 
to  commit. 

Adieu.  May  better  health  attend  you  than  I  fee 
you  possess ;  may  but  as  good  health  attend  yoo  alnf* 
as  mine  is  at  present ;  tolerable,  when  an  easy  mbi  * 
joined  with  it. 

FROM  MRS.  PEKDARVES. 

Sej^itembcr  2,  ITS 
SiH, — I  never  will  accept  of  the  writ  of  ew*  )^ 
threaten  me  with ;  do  not  flatter  yourself  with  any  a^ 
hopes :  I  receive  too  many  advantages  horn  your  kn<' 
to  drop  a  correspondence  of  such  consequence  to  e^ 
I  am  really  grieved  that  you  are  am  much  pffwc^ 
with  a  giddiness  in  your  head ;  the  Ba^  and  tnrellt^ 
would  certainly  be  of  use  to  you.    Your  want  of  if^? 
is  a  new  complaint,  and  what  will  not  cmly  afflict  t«v 
particular  friends,  but  every  one  that  has  the  ba}i|s^ 
of  your  acquaintance.    I  am  uneasy  to  knov  hue  n" 
do,  and  have  no  other  means  for  that  satislactiaB  h^ 
from  yourown  hand;  most  of  my  Dublin  oorrespoaiiitf 
beiiig  removed  to  Cork,  to  Wicklow  mounta'tt  «> 
the  Lord  knows  where.     I  should  have  made  tbii  %' 
quiry  sooner,  but  that  I  have  this  summer  underti^ 
a  work  that  has  given  me  full  employment,  «ydt ' 
making  a  grotto  in  air  John  Stanley  s  garden  af  No<^ 
end  ;  it  is  chiefly  composed  of  shells  I  had  fim  1"^ 
land.     My  life,  for  two  months  past,  has^beenvm  1^ 
a  hermit's ;  I  have  had  all  the  comforts  of  h^  ^ 
society,  and  have  found  living  quite  alone  aplea<*^ 
tliuig  than  I  imagined.     The  houn  I  could  spevi 
reading  have  been  entertained  by  RoUins's  **Hi«tjr  ' 
the  Ancients,"  in  French.     I  am  very  well  f''«*^ 
with  it ;  and  tiiink  your  Annibala,  Scipios,  sikI  C( 
ruses  prettier  fellows  than  are  to  be  met  wirh  ne*^ 
days.     Painting  and  music  have  liad  their  share  ip~* 
amusements.     I  rose  between  five  and  aix,  and  wW  " 
bed  at  eleven.     I  would  not  tell  you  so  modi  i*>^^ 
myself  if  I  had  anything  to  tell  you  of  other  jr?' 
I  came  to  town  the  night  before  last;  and  if  it  d<«(^ 
a  few  days  hence,  appear  better  to  me  than  at  yr^' 
I  shall  return  to  my  solitary  cell.    8tr  Jpho  i^«»^ 
has  been  all  the  summer  at  Tunbridgv. 
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I  nippoae  yoa  may  hmre  head  of  Mr.  Popc*s  acci- 
vent,  woich  bmd  like  to  have  proved  a  very  fatal  one  ; 
«  wu  leading  a  young  lady  into  a  boat,  fiom  his  own 
tiifi,  her  foot  miMed  the  tide  of  the  boat,  the  fell  into 
lie  vater  and  pulled  Mr.  Pope  after  her ;  the  boat 
lipped  away,  and  they  were  iminediately  out  of  their 
epth ;  and  it  was  with  tome  difficulty  they  were  saved. 
lie  young  lady'i  name  it  Talbot;  the  is  as  remark- 
Ue  for  being  a  handsome  woman  as  Mr.  Pope  is  for 
'it.  I  think  I  cannot  give  you  a  higher  notion  of  her 
esuty,  unless  I  had  named  you  instead  of  him.  I 
hall  be  impatient  till  I  hear  ftom  you  again ;  being, 
'ith  great  sincerity,  sir,  your  most  faithful  humble 
nrant,  M.  PsNOARvga. 

*S.  I  forgot  to  answer,  on  the  other  side,  that  part  of 
your  letter  that  concerns  my  sister.  I  do  not  know 
whether  you  would  like  her  person  as  well  as  mine, 
because  sickness  has  faded  her  complexion ;  but  it 
is  greatly  my  interest  not  to  bring  you  acquainted 
with  her  mind,  for  that  would  prove  a  potent  rival ; 
and  nothing  but  your  partiality  to  me  as  an  older 
acquaintance  could  make  you  give  me  the  prefer- 
ence. 

beg  my  particular  compliments  to  Dr.  Delany.a 
Sir  John  Stanley  says,  if  you  have  not  forgotten 
him.  he  desires  to  be  remembered  as  your  humble 
ttrvant. 

FROM  DR.  SHERIDAN. 

September  10.  17SS. 
^EAR  Sir, — I  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Heivy  by 
)e  last  post,  wherein  he  tells  me  that  the  660/.  were 
i(irt  by  8/.  of  your  principal,  and  that  you  expected 
should  send  you  my  promissory  note  for  that,  and 
«e  interest  of  your  money,  which  I  will  do  most  will- 
igly,  when  you  let  me  know  wliether  you  will  charge 
le  Hve  or  six  per  cent,  that  I  may  draw  my  note  ac- 
ordingly.  Indeed,  if  you  pleased,  or  would  vouch- 
tfe,  or  condescend,  or  thinlc  proper,  I  would  rather 
tat  you  would,  I  mean  should  charge  only  five  per 
»t.  because  I  might  be  sooner  able  to  pay  it 
'pon  second  thoughts,  mine  eyes  being  very  sore  with 
eeping  for  my  wife,  you  may  let  Mrs.  Whiteway 
now  (to  whom  pray  present  my  love  and  best  respects) 
At  I  have  maide  an  experiment  of  the  lake-water, 
bich  1  sent  for,  upon  myself  only  twice,  before  my 
iitics  became  as  clear  aa  ever;  for  which  reason  I 
tit  for  a  doien  bottles  of  it  for  Miss  Harrison,  to 
lighten  her  stars  to  the  ruin  of  all  beholders.  Re- 
ember,  if  she  turns  basilisk,  that  her  mother  is  the 
ioae.  Tully  the  carrier  (not  Tully  the  orator)  is  to 
ave  tiiis  to-morrow  (if  he  does),  by  whom  I  shall 
nd  you  a  quarter  of  my  own  small  mutton,  and 
NNtt  six  quarts  of  nuts  to  my  mistress  [Mrs.  White- 
lyl  in  Abbey«street,  with  a  tine  pair  of  Cavan  nut- 
ackers  to  save  her  white  teeth  ;  and  yours  too,  if  she 
ill  deign  to  lend  them  to  you.  I  would  advise  you 
keep  in  with  that  same  lady,  as  you  value  my 
ieudship  (which  is  your  best  feather),  otherwise  you 
ust  forgive  me  if  my  affections  shall  withdraw  with 
n.  Alas,  my  long  evenings  are  coming  on,  bad 
iather,  and  confinement. 

Somebody  told  me  (but  I  forget  who)  that  Mrs. 
hiteway  rid  your  mare  at  the  Curragh,  and  won 
e  plate ;  but  surely  she  would  not  carry  the  frolic 
far.  They  say  the  primate's  lady^  rid  against  her ; 
d  that  Mrs.  Whiteway,  by  way  of  weight,  carried 
9  bishop  of  Down  and  Connor  behind  her.  Pray 
me  know  the  truth  of  this. 

Mr.  Faulkner  wrote  to  me  for  some  poems  of  yours 
uch  I  have.     I  am  collecting  them  as  fast  as  1  can 

•  Wtaom  Mta.  PendBrres  altsrwsrds  married. 
^  Hn.  Bottlter,  the  prlsaate'slady,  was  very  Inafcy. 


from  among  my  papen ;  and  be  aball  have  tiiem  in  a 
a  post  or  two,  so  please  to  tell  him. 

Three  old  women  were  lately  buried  at  the  foot  of 
our  steeple  here;  and  m  strong  was  the  fermenlm- 
tion  of  their  carcases,  that  our  steeple  has  visibly 
grown  forty  foot  higher;  and  what  is  wonderful, 
above  twenty  small  ones  are  grown  out  of  its  sides. 
What  surprises  me  moat  is,  that  the  bdl-rope  is  not 
one  foot  higher  from  the  ground.  Be  so  good  as  to 
communicate  this  to  the  provost  of  the  coUege,  or 
archdeaooD  Whittingham,  or  archdeacon  Wall.  I 
would  be  glad  to  have  all  or  either  of  their  opinions^ 
as  they  are  the  chief  virtuoai  in  this  kingdom. 

I  wish  you  all  happiness,  and  hope  you  will  outlive 
every  enemy,  and  then  we  may  hope  our  church  and 
kingdom  will  flourish,  and  so  will  your  obedient  and 
very  humble  servant,  Thomas  Shbbioan. 

TO  WILLIAM  RICHARDSON.  ESQ  • 

Dublin.  Oelober  »,  1796. 
Sib,— I  had  the  ftKroor  of  a  letter  Aom  you  about  two 
months  ago;  but  I  was  then,  and  have  been  almost 
ever  since,  in  so  ill  a  state  of  health  and  lowness  of 
spiritB,  that  I  was  not  able  to  acknowledge  it;  and 
it  is  not  a  week  since  I  ventured  to  write  to  an  old 
friend  upon  a  business  of  importance.  I  have  long 
heard  of  yon  and  rour  character ;  which,  aa  I  am  oer« 
tain  was  true,  so  it  was  very  advantageous,  and  gave 
me  a  just  esteem  of  you,  which  your  friendly  letter 
has  much  increased.  1  owe  you  many  thanks  fbr 
vour  goodness  to  Mr.  Warfourton  and  his  widow.  I 
had  lately  a  letter  from  her,  wherein  she  tells  me  of 
the  good  office  you  have  done  her.  I  would  he  glad 
to  know  whether  she  has  been  left  in  a  capacity  of 
living  in  any  comfortable  way,  and  able  to  provide 
for  her  cliildren ;  for  I  am  told  her  husband  left  her 
some.  He  served  once  a  cure  of  mine ;  but  I  came 
over  to  settle  here  upon  the  queen's  death,  when  con- 
sequently all  my  credit  was  gone,  except  with  the 
late  primate,  who  had  many  obligations  to  roe,  and 
on  whom  I  prevailed  to  give  that  living  to  Mr.  War* 
burton,  and  make  him  surrogate  wbidi  he  lost  in  a 
little  time.  Alderman  Barbn  was  my  old  acquaint- 
ance.  I  got  him  two  or  three  employments  when  I 
had  credit  with  the  queen*s  rainistcn ;  but  upon  her 
majesty's  death  he  was  stripped  of  them  all.  How- 
ever, joining  with  Mr.  Gumley,  they  both  cnteied 
into  me  South-Sea  scheme,  and  die  alderman  grew 
prodigiously  rioh:  but  by  puisuing  too  fkt,  be  loot 
two-thirds  of  his  gains.  However,  he  bought  a  houee 
with  some  acres  near  Richmond,  and  ano£cr  in  Loi^ 
don,  and  kept  60,0001.  which  enabled  him  to  make  a 
figure  in  the  city.  This  is  a  short  history  of  the  alder* 
man,  who,  in  ^ite  of  his  Tory  principles,  got  through 
all  the  hooours  of  London.  I  oannot  tell  whether 
his  office  of  governor  of  your  society^  tie  for  his  life,  or 
only  annual ;  I  suppose  you  can  inform  mei 

Your  invitation  is  Aieodly  and  generous,  and  what 
I  would  be  glad  to  accept,  if  it  were  possible ;  but, 
sir,  I  have  not  an  ounce  €it  flesh  about  me,  and  em- 
not  ride  above  a  doten  miles  in  a  day  without  being 
sore  and  bruised  and  spent  My  head  is  every  day 
more  or  less  disordered  by  a  giddiness ;  yet  I  ride  tha 
strand  here  constantly  when  fair  weather  invites  me. 
But  if  I  live  till  spring  next,  aud  have  any  remain* 
der  of  health,  I  determine  to  venture,  although  I 
have  some  objections.  1  do  not  doubt  your  good 
cheer  and  welcome ;  but  you  brag  too  much  of  tlie 
prospects  and  situations.  Dare  vou  pretend  to  vie 
with  the  county  of  Armagh,  which,  excepting  its 
cursed  roads,  and  want  of  downs  to  ride  on,  is  the 

*  Of  Sammenesl,  near  Cblrane. 

k  The  Londoodnry  society,  to  whidi  Mr.  RifchardaoB  was 
•gent. 
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best  part  I  bave  seen  of  Ireland  t  I  own  you  engage 
for  the  roads  from  hence  to  yoar  house :  but  where 
am  I  to  ride  after  rainy  weather?  Here  I  have  always 
a  strand  or  a  turnpike  for  four  or  6ve  miles.  Your 
being  a  bachelor  pleases  me  well ;  and  as  to  neigh- 
bours, considering  the  race  of  squires  in  Ireland,  I  had 
rather  be  without  them.  If  yon  have  books  in  large 
pritit,  or  an  honest  parson  witn  common  sense,  1  desire 
no  more.  But  here  is  an  interval  of  above  six  months ; 
and  in  the  mean  time  Gud  knows  what  will  become  of 
me,  and  perhaps  of  the  kiugdom,  for  I  think  we  are 
gt>ing  to  ruin  as  fast  as  it  is  ponlble.  If  I  have  tjot 
tired  you  now,  I  promise  never  to  try  your  patience  to 
much  again.  1  am,  sir,  with  true  esteem,  your  most 
obedient  and  obliged  servant,         Jonathan  Swivt. 

I  hear  your  brother  the  clergyman  is  still  alive;  I 
knew  him  in  London  and  Ireland,  and  desire  you 
will  present  him  with  my  humble  service. 


TO  TRB  RIGHT  HON.  Sltt  JOHN  STANLEY,  BAKT. 

Dubllii.  October  SO,  17S6. 
8iA« — I  have  had  for  several  months  a  strong  appli- 
eation  made  me«  \j  a  person  for  whose  virtue,  honour, 
aad  good  sense  f  have  a  great  esteem,  to  write  to 
you  in  behalf  of  one  of  your  tenants  here,  whose 
case  I  send  you  endoaed ;  and  if  he  rektes  it  with 
truth  and  candour,  I  expect  you  will  comply  with 
his  request,  because  I  have  known  you  long  and 
have  alwaya  highly  esteemed  and  loved  you,  aa  you 
eanuot  deny :  I  know  you  ^vill  think  it  bard  for  me 
or  any  one  to  interfere  in  a.buaineea  of  property; 
but  I  very  well  understand  the  practice  of  Irish  te-» 
nants  to  English  Umdlords,  and  of  those  landlords  to 
their  tenants.  Yet,  if  what  Mr.  Wilding  desires  it 
rif^tlj  represented,  that  he  has  been  a  great  im- 
prover* his  offers  reasonable!  his  gains  by  no  n^eans 
exorbitAUt,  and  his  payments  regular,  you  neither 
must  nor  shall  act  as  an  Irish  racking  squire.  I  have 
inquired  about  this  tenant,  and  hear  a  good  account 
of  his  honesty ;  and  that  worthy  friend  who  recom« 
mends  him  to  me  durst  not  deceive  me :  so  I  fully 
reckon  that  you  will  obey  my  commands,  or  show 
ne  strong  reasons  to  the  contrary  ;  in  which  case  I 
will  break  with  that  friend  and  drive  your  tenant 
out  of  doors  whenever  he  presumes  to  open  his  lips 
again  to  me  on  any  occasion. 

I  have  one  advantage  by  this  letter,  that  it  gives 
me  a  fair  occasion  of  inquiring  after  your  health,  and 
where  you  live,  and  how  you  employ  your  leisure, 
and  what  share  I  keep  in  your  good  will.  As  to 
myself,  years  and  infirmities  have  sunk  my  spirits  to 
nothing.  My  English  friends  are  all  either  dead  or 
in  exile,  or,  by  a  prudent  oblivion,  have  utterly 
dropped  me  ;  having  loved  this  present  world.  And 
as  to  this  country,  I  am  only  a  favourite  of  my  old 
frienda  the  rabble,  and  I  return  their  love  because  I 
know  none  else  who  deserve  it.  May  you  live  long, 
happy,  and  beloved,  as  you  have  ever  been  by  the 
beat  and  wisest  of  mankind.  And  if  ever  you  hap* 
pen  to  think  of  me,  remember  that  I  have  always 
been,  and  shall  ever  continue,  with  the  truest  mspect 
and  esteem,  sir,  your  most  obedient  and  obliged 
servant*  Jonathan  Swirr. 

I  know  not  the  present  state  of  your  family  ;  but  if 
there  be  still  near  you  the  ladies  I  had  the  honour 
to  know,  I  desire  to  present  them  with  my  most 
humble  service. 

I  am  now  at  the  age  of  blundering  in  letters,  syl- 
lables, words,  and  half-sentences,  as  you  see,  and 
must  pardon. 


FROM  LADY  BOTTT  GERIUIV. 

I  AM  sorry  to  be  so  unlucky  in  my  late  eni&<is  W- 
tween  his  grsce  and  you  ;  and  he  alio  ii  troeU«i  a 
it,  as  the  person  you  recommend  is  indeed  whsi  «r 
say,  a  rery  worthy  person ;  but  Mr.  MoUoy,  wis 
was  lord  George's  second  tutor,  had  the  prenm  tf 
the  next  preferment,  so  he  cannot  pot  bin  h  ^t. 
I  wish  }  was  more  fortunate  in  my  underliktw. 
but  I  verily  believe  it  is  a  common  eaUmity  to  »f^ 
men  in  power,  that  they  are  often  by  ne^twr; 
prevented  from  obliging  their  friends;  an^  isaT 
worthy  people  go  unrewarded.  Whether  yw  al 
this  a  court  answer  or  not,  I  am  Tery  positiTeh  ■« 
be  is  heartily  vexed  when  it  is  not  in  hit  fQfvn>0 
oblige  you.  I  have  been  very  much  out  ef  ordtr,* 
you  should  have  heard  from  me  before :  and  I  o 
now  literally  setting  out  for  the  Bath.  So  tdes! 
dear  dean. 


FROM  MBS.  BABBUl. 

Birtk.No««vb«l.im 
Sir, — I  ahoold  long  sinoe  have  acknewiedgt^  W 
honour  of  your  kind  letter,  but  that  1  found  n;  j*^ 
so  disordered  by  writing  a  little,  that  1  wu  iwa 
of  having  the  gout  in  it ;  ao  I  humbly  bese««b  \»* 
pardon  me  ;  nor  think  me  ungrateful,  nor  in  the  «e« 
insensible  ofthe  infinite  obligations  I  lie  under  to  )a 
which,  Heaven  knows,  are  never  out  of  m}  mai 

How  shall  I  express  the  sense  I  baveof  pur^ 
ness  in  inviting  me  to  return  to  Ireland,  »id|csi!^ 
roualy  offering  to  contribute  to  support  me  ^s** 
But  would  it  not  be  base  in  me  not  to  tq  k  op 
something  for  myself,  rather  than  be  boid«&itf» 
where  I  am  already  ao  much  indebted  1 

As  to  the  friend  who  }ou  say,  sir,  is  ia  wc&i 
better  circumstanees,  1  should  be  very  imjus;  <:  1 
did  not  assure  you  that  friend  has  never  fiulni «: 
being  extremely  kind  to  me. 

I  find  I  need  not  tell  you  that  I  amnotal^i^s^ 
pursue  the  scheme  of  letting  lodgings,  )oar  goodi/« 
and  compassion  for  my  unhappy  state  of  health  ^m 
made  you  think  of  it  for  me ;  it  is  iapncUi^ 
but  am  desirous  to  try  if  I  can  do  any  good  by  tt^ 
Irish  linen,  wliich  I  find  is  coming  much  into  fff«v 
here :  in  that  way  my  daughter*  who  is  wilUni  u  :^ 
everything  in  her  power,  can  be  of  service,  but  w<2 
in  the  other. 

If  I  should  go  from  Bath,  I  have  reason  Ui  i^ 
that  the  remainder  of  my  life  would  be  vei}  i&i>^' 
hie,  and  that  I  should  socm  lose  the  use  of  mj  li^ ' 
for  ever ;  since  I  find  nothing  hut  the  bletsingcfi^ 
on  these  waters  does  me  any  good ;  besidei  tbt.ii' 
interest  of  my  children  ia  a  great  iuducemesi  i*;ba 
for  here  1  hare  the  best  prospect  of  keeping  up  u  ^ 
quaintance  for  them.  My  son,^  who  is  ktmrni  ^ 
paint,  goes  on  well;  and  if  he  be  in  the  l^tn^ 
proved  of,  in  all  probability  he  may  do  ven  «&  ^ 
Bath  ;  for  I  never  yet  saw  a  painter  thai  csdc  iu'^- 
fail  of  getting  more  business  than  be  could  (icj" 
him  be  ever  so  indifferent ;  and  I  am  in  boptf  ^ 
Con  *  may  settle  here.  Dr.  Mead,  whose  gw^ 
to  me  is  great,  may  be  of  vast  use  to  him,  if  b«  i»^ 
as  ]  hope  he  will,  that  he  is  worthy  of  ha  i^^'*' 
And  if  God  blesses  my  sons  with  succcfs.  ilic?  ^ 
so  well  inclined  that  I  do  not  doubt  bot  the;  vys^ 
Uke  a  pleasure  in  supporting  me»  if  I  esu  s^  * 
shift  to  maintain  them  and  myaelf  till  tbeu:  »" 
find  Mr.  Barber  is  very  willing  to  do  «'hsi  be  ^ 
for  them,  though  his  circumstances  are  hr  from  l*-^' 
what  you  are  told  they  are ;  nor,  X  fear,  half  *^  <*'" 

•  Mr.  Ropeft  Barbsr.  an  cn&ieBt  psiolw  ts  oa^*  '^ 
miniature.  _j^ 

>»  Dr.  CoaataDtlne  Barber,  a  l«snicd  f  hydeM*,  «w  F*^ 
of  the  Colkg*  of  Pliyaiciana  In  Dablia. 
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But  though  I  cannot  hope  to  be  supported  bj  let- 
iog  lodgings,  1  would  willingly  take  a  house  a  little 
irger  than  I  want  ibr  myielf,  if  I  could  meat  with  it 
»n  reaionahle  terma ;  that  if  any  particular  friend 
iBie,  they  might  lodge  in  it,  which  would  make  it 
Dore  agreeable  :  and  if  I  live  till  my  son  the  painter 
pet  into  buaineisi  he  might  be  with  me.  Ae  for  Con,  if 
le  does  not  ohooee  to  settle  here,  good  Dr.  Helshans 
rith  his  usual  frieadlinesst  has  promised  to  honour 
wn  with  his  protection  if  he  returns  to  Ireland. 

I  hare  nowg  sir«  told  you  my  schemes,  and  hope 
h«y  will  be  honoured  with  your  approbation :  and 
incoaraged  by  your  inexpressible  goodness  to  me,  I 
Mve  at  length  got  resolution  enough  to  beg  a  fiivour ; 
rhich  if  you,  sir,  condescend  to  grant,  would  make 
ne  rich  without  impoverishing  you. 

When  Dr.  King  of  Oxford  was  last  in  Ireland,  he 
ltd  the  pleasure  of  seeing  your  **  Treatise  on  Polite 
^onverBstion,*"  and  gave  such  an  account  of  it  in  Lon- 
ion  ai  made  numbers  of  people  very  desirous  to  see 
t.  Lady  Worsley,*  who  heard  of  it  from  Mrs.  Cle- 
aod.k  and  many  more  of  my  patronesses,  pressed  me 
0  beg  it  of  you,  and  assured  me  I  might  get  a  great 
ubscription  if  I  had  that  and  a  few  of  your  original 
toxins :  if  you  would  give  me  leave  to  publish  an 
idvertisement  that  you  had  made  me  a  present  of 
bem.  This  they  commanded  me  to  tell  you  above  a 
'ear  ago,  and  I  have  had  many  letters  since  upon  that 
4%ount ;  but,  conscious  of  the^many  obl^adons  I  ai* 
eady  lay  under,  I  have  thought  it  a  shame  to  pre- 
vme  further  upon  your  goodness :  but  when  I  was  last 
B  Lendon,  they  made  me  promise  I  would  mention 
t  the  next  time  I  wrote  to  yon ;  and  indeed  I  have 
Mempted  It  many  a  time  since,  but  never  could  till 
low.  I  humbly  beseech  you,  sir,  if  you  do  not  think 
t  proper,  not  to  be  offended  wHh  me  for  asking  it ; 
n  it  was  others,  that  out  of  kindness  to  me,  put  me 
ipon  it.  They  said  you  made  no  advantage  for 
Durtelf  by  your  writings ;  and  that  since  yoa  ho* 
loured  me  with  your  protection,  I  had  all  the  reason 
D  the  world  to  think  it  would  be  a  pleasure  to  you 
»  see  me  in  easy  eireumstanees;  that  everybody 
rould  gladly  subscribe  for  anything  Dr.  Swift  wrote ; 
tod  indeed  I  believe  in  my  conscience  it  would  be 
he  making  of  me." 

There  are  a  great  many  people  of  qsiality  here  this 
eason  *  among  others,  lady  Carteret  and  Mrs.  8pen» 
er,d  who  commanded  me  to  make  their  best  eom* 
aliments  to  you.  They  came  on  Mrs.  Spencer's  ac- 
«ant,  who  is  better  in  her  health  since  she  drank  theae 
nten.  I  daily  see  such  numbem  of  people  mended 
»y  them,  that  I  cannot  but  wish  you  would  try  them : 
»  yea  are  sensible  your  disorders  are  chiefly  oeca- 
ioned  by  a  cold  stomach,  I  believe  there  is  not  any* 
hiitg  hi  this  world  so  likely  to  cure  that  disocder  as 
he  Bath  waters;  which  are  daily  found  to  be  a 
OTereign  remedy  Ibr  disorden  of  that  kind :  1  know, 
ir.  you  have  no  opinion  of  drugs,  and  why  will  you 
•ot  try  so  agreeable  a  medicine,  prepared  by  Provi* 
lenee  alone  T  if  yon  will  not  try  for  your  own  sake, 
rhy  will  you  not  in  pity  to  your  country  1  O,  may 
hat  Being  that  inspired  you  to  be  iu  defence  in  the 
tay  of  distress  influence  you  to  take  the  best  method 
»  preserve  a  life  of  so  mnch  importanee  to  an  op- 
irened  people ! 

Befc>re  1  conclude,  gratitude  obliges  me  to  tell  you 
hat  Mr.  Temple*  was  here  lately,  and  was  exceed- 
ngly  kind  to  me  and  my  daughtem.  He  made  me 
'  present  of  a  hamper  of  very  flne  Madeira,  which  he 

•  Wife  of  sir  Robert  Wor«ley. 

*  Wife  of  malor  WilUam  Cleland.  a  IHend  of  Mr.  Fope. 

•  The  daui  psBMiitnd  Mrt.  B*rlMr  with  the  oopy. 
<  THttijhtcr  of  lord  Carieret. 

*  Joha  Tunple.  «aq.,  nephew  of  lir  Wdliua  Temple,  whoae 
rmad-daughtor  he  msniad. 


said  was  good  for  the  gout,  and  distinguished  me  in 
the  kindest  manner.  He  commanded  me  to  make 
his  best  compliments  to  you,  and  says  he  flatters 
himself  you  will  visit  MoorParii  once  again.  Heaven 
grant  you  may  I  and  that  I  may  be  so  blest  as  to  see 
you,  who  am,  with  infinite  respect  and  gratitude^ 
your  most  obliged,  most  dutiful  humble  servant, 

Mary  Barbcb. 


FBOM  DIL  KINO  TO  MBS.  WHITBWAY. 

Pari*.  MoTvmbBr  9.  O.  8.  VIM, 
Madam, — As  soon  as  ever  you  cast  your  eye  on  the 
date  of  this  letter  you  will  pronoimce  me  a  rambler  ( 
and  that  is  a  charge  I  will  not  deny.  How  J  was 
transported  from  Edinburgh  to  this  place  requires 
more  room  to  inform  you  than  my  paper  will  allow 
me.  But  1  will  give  you  a  small  hint ;  you  know  1 
am  a  Laplander,*  and  consequently  I  have  the  honour 
to  be  well  acquainted  with  some  witches  of  distinc- 
tion. I  speak  in  the  phrase  of  this  country ;  for  the 
flrst  man  I  spoke  to  in  Paris  told  me  be  bad  the 
honour  to  live  neat  door  to  Mr.  Knight's  hatter. 
But  to  our  business.  I  would  not  bare  yon  imagine 
I  forget  my  friends  or  neglect  the  great  aiikin  I  have 
undertaken.  The  next  letter  you  will  receive  from 
me  shall  be  dated  from  London,  where  I  propose  to 
arrive  about  the  20th  of  this  month.  I  will  then  put 
the  little  MS.  to  the  press,  and  oblige  the  whole 
English  nation.^  As  to  the  history,  t^e  dean  may 
be  assured  I  will  tiJce  care  to  supply  the  dates  that 
are  wanting,  and  which  can  easily  be  done  in  an 
hour  or  two.  The  tracts,  if  he  pleases,  may  be  printed 
by  way  of  appendix.  This  will  be  indeed  less  trou- 
ble than  the  interweaving  them  in  the  body  of  the 
history,  and  will  do  the  author  as  much  honour  and 
anawer  the  purpose  full  as  well.  This  is  all  I  need 
say  in  answer  to  that  part  of  your  letter  which  i« 
serious ;  for  I  hope  you  are  not  in  earnest  when  yon 
throw  out  such  horrible  reflections  sgainat  my  friendi 
in  Scotland.  Will  you  believe  me  when  I  tell  you 
upon  my  word  that  I  was  entertained  with  the 
greatest  politeness  and  delicacy  during  my  short 
suyin  that  country  1  I  found  CTerything  as  neat 
and  clean  in  the  houses  where  I  hsd  my  quarters  as 
even  you  could  desire.  I  cannot  indeed  moeh  com- 
mend Edinburgh  ;  and  yet  the  s ^ks  whieh  are  so 

much  complained  of  there  are  not  more  offensive 
than  I  have  found  them  in  every  street  in  this  ele- 
gant city,  which  the  French  say  is  the  mistress  of  the 
world :  Madame,  U  n*y  a  ipt'un  Pari*,  As  to  my 
own  thoughu  of  this  nation,  you  shall  know  then 
when  I  am  out  of  it :  and  then  I  will  write  to  the 
dean,  and  give  him  some  account  of  his  old  friend 
my  lord  Bolingbroke.  When  the  dean  Is  informed 
of  what  that  gentleman  Is  doing,  I  am  apt  to  believe 
it  will  be  a  motite  to  induce  him  to  hasten  the  pub* 
lication  of  his  history.  In  the  mean  time  I  beg  of 
you  to  assure  him  that  nothing  shall  be  wanting  on 
my  part  to  execute  his  commissions  very  fldtbfoUy. 
I  am  truly  sensible  of  the  great  obligations  I  owe 
him  and  of  the  honour  he  hath  done  me,  not  In  the 
French  sense  of  that  word. 

I  desire  mv  humble  service  to  Miss  Harrison,  and 
tell  Mr.  Swift  <:  1  shall  be  glad  of  any  opportunity  to 
do  him  a  real  service.  At  the  same  time  I  as- 
sure you.  with  the  greatest  truth,  that  I  am,  madam, 
your  most  humble  and  most  obedient  servant* 

W.  KiKO. 


a  llifa  slttidM  to  Ihs  dostor**  skllie,  odlsd  «-The 
wUeh  he  pceloiuU  was  writtsBorigiaaUy  ia  Lslia  by 
Sdiel&r.  a  Laplnniicr. 

k  "The  Hictory  of  the  ImI  Four  Ymis  Of  Qttseu  A 

•  Mr.  Swift  was  at  this  Urns  ia  IieUad. 


•« 


782 


EPI8TOLAEY  CORBESPONDENCE. 


FROM  DH.  SHERIDAN  TO  MBS.  WUITEWAY. 

November  21, 1736. 
Dear  Madam, — I  received  the  vexatious  account  of 
your  disappointment  in  the  nuts  and  water,  which 
were  both  in  perfection  when  they  left  me,  and  for 
which  I  will  make  the  carrier  an  example  as  soon  as 
I  can  lay  hold  of  him.  I  do  belieye  this  same 
country,  wherein  I  am  settled,  exceeds  the  whole 
world  in  villany  of  every  kind,  and  theft.  It  is  not 
long  since  a  pair  of  millstones  were  stolen  and  carried 
off  from  within  two  miles  of  Quilca;  the  thieves 
traced  and  pnrsued  as  far  as  Killishandra,  and  fur- 
ther they  were  neyer  more  heard  of,  any  more  than 
if  they  had  been  dropt  into  hell.  I  do  believe  this 
dexterity  may  challenge  history  to  match  it.  It  has 
made  all  our  country  merry  but  the  poor  miller  that 
lost  them. 

I  sincerely  congratulate  with  you  upon  the  reco- 
very of  our  dear  friend  the  dean.  May  he  live  long 
to  enjoy  his  friends  and  the  vexation  of  his  enemies ! 
I  have  been  for  a  week  past  composing  an  Anglo- 
Latin  letter  to  him,  which  is  not  as  yet  finished.  I 
hope  it  will  make  him  a  visit  upon  his  birthday, 
which  I  intend  to  celebrate  with  some  of  his  own 
money  and  some  of  his  own  friends  here.  Three 
tenants  have  lately  run  away  with  thirty  pounds  of 
my  rent :  I  have  by  good  fortune  got  one  rich  honest 
man  in  their  place,  who  has  commenced  from  Sep- 
tember past,  and  is  to  pay  me  their  arrears  the  next 
May ;  so  that  I  am  well  off.  I  will  gather  as  fast  as 
I  can  for  the  dean  ;  but  indeed  he  must  have  a  little 
longer  indulgence  for  me.     It  is  very  hard  that  the 

squire should  keep  my  money  in  his  pocket 

wnen  it  is  nothing  out  of  his.  I  suppose  he  intends 
it  shall  keep  him  in  coals  for  two  or  three  years  ;  for 
thf*  devil  a  one  he  burns,  except  it  be  sometimes  in 
his  kitchen,  and  his  nursery  upon  a  cold  day.  I  have 
this  day  written  a  complaint  of  him  to  my  scholar 

—  01 ,  who  1  hope  will  have  gratitude  enough 

to  do  me  justice.  There  never  was  known  such  a 
scarcity  of  money  as  we  have  in  the  north,  owing  to 
the  dismal  circumstances  of  some  thousands  of  fami- 
lies preparing  to  go  off  that  have  turned  their  leases 
and  effects  into  ready  money.  Some  squires  will 
have  their  whole  estates  left  to  themselves  and  their 
dogs.  O  what  compassion  I  have  for  them !  I  have 
written  a  little  pretty  birthday  poem  against  St.  An- 
drew's-day,  which,  when  corrected,  revised,  and 
amended,  I  intend  for  Faulkner  to  publish.  I  do 
assure  you,  madam,  it  is  a  very  pretty  thing  (although 
I  say  it  that  should  not  say  it),  and  as  humorous  a 
thing  as  ever  you  read  in  your  life  ;  and  I  know  the 
whole  world  will  be  in  love  with  it,  as  I  am  with 
you.  But  how  the  devil  came  you  to  tell  the  dean 
you  are  no  longer  my  mistress  t  I  say  that  you  are 
and  shall  be  so  in  spite  of  the  whole  world. 

Thomas  Sheridan. 


DR.  DUNKIN  TO  MRS.  WHITEWAY. 

November  30, 1786. 
Madam, — I  had  proposed  vast  pleasure  to  myself, 
from  the  hopes  of  celebrating  the  dean's  birthday 
with  you;  but  as  I  have  been  afflicted  with  a  violent 
headach  all  day,  which  is  not  yet  abated,  I  could  not 
safely  venture  abroad.  I  have,  however,  as  in  annual 
duty  bound,  attempted  to  write  some  lines  on  the  occa-^ 
sion ;  not  indeed  with  that  accuracy  the  subject  de- 
served, being  the  crudities  of  last  night's  lucubrations, 
to  which  I  attribute  the  indisposition  of  my  pate  : 
but  if  they  should  in  any  measure  merit  your  appro- 
bation, I  shall  rejoice  in  my  pain.  One  comfort, 
however,  I  ei\|oy  by  absenting  myself  from  your  so- 
lemnity, that  1  shall  not  undergo  a  second  mortifica- 
tion by  hearing  my  own  stuff.    Be  pleased  to  render 


my  most  dutiful  respects  agreeabW  to  th«  d«an ;  uid 
paidon  this  trouble  from,  madam*  your  moat  obh^ 
most  obedient  servant,  W.  Dukkl>. 


TO  MR.  POPS. 

Doccvibar  1.  ItM. 
I  THINK  you  owe  me  a  letter,  but  whetbex  yoo  d»  or 
not,  I  have  not  been  in  a  oonditioa  to  write.    Y«An 
and  infirmities  have  quite  broke  me ;  I  mean  t^ 
odious  continual  disoxtler  in  my   heed.     1   neit^ 
read,  nor  write,  nor  remember,  nor  converse.    Al  1 
have  left  is  to  walk  and  ride:  the  first  I  can  <^> 
tolerably,  but  the  latter,  for  want  of  good  weather  ii 
this  season,  is  seldom  in  my  power ;  and  h»i>iBz  sf 
an  ounce  of  flesh  about  me,  my  akin  comes  off  in  t>i 
miles  riding,  because  my  skin  and  b<»ie  cannot  sjrr* 
together.     But  1  am  angry  because    you   wail  :. 
suppose  me  as  sick  as  1  am,  and  write  to  me  g^  >* 
perfect  charity,  although   I  should  not   be  a^<»  *< 
answer.     I  have  too  many  vexations  hj  my  st^- . 
and  the  impertinence  of  people  to  be  ahle  tu  Sa 
the  mortification  of  not  hearing  from   a  very  ii* 
distant  friends  that  are  left ;  and,  consideriii^  >. « 
time  and  fortune  have  ordered  matters,  I  bave  hir:  • 
one  friend  left  but  yourself.     What  Horace  s&tv- 
Singula  de  nabia  aurni  prmdantw^  I  feel  every  va^^r 
at  furthest ;  and  by  this  computation,  if  I  bold  c^ 
two  years,  I  shall  think  it  a  miracle.    My  conifcn  > 
you  begin  to  distinguish  so  confounded  early  (^ 
your  acquaintance  with  distinguished   men   c^  v 
kinds  was  almost  as  ancient  as   mine*       I   sra: 
Wycherly,  Rowe,  Prior,  Congreve,  Addison,  Para- . 
ftc.,  and  in  spite  of  your  heart  you  have  owned  r^ 
a  contemporary.      Not  to   mention   lords   Oxfcr- 
Bolingbroke,  Harcourt,  Peterboruog'h  :    in  ^cft, 
was  Uie  other  day  recollecting  twenty-seven  z^-v. 
ministers,  or  men  of  wit  and  learning,  who  arr  sbI 
dead,  and  all  of  my  acquaintance,  within   tw^sn 
years  past ;  neither  have  I  the  grace  to  be  sorrr  tn& 
the  present  times  are  drawn  to  the  dregs  as  we!l  v 
my  own  life.     May  my  friends  be  happy  in  this  &:.. 
a  better  life  !  but  I  value  not  what  becomes  of  p» 
terity  when  I  consider  from  what  monsters  tbei  cr* 
to  spring.    My  lord  Orrery  writes  to  yon  to-mont* 
and  you  see  I  send  this  under  his  cover,  or  at  ^f^< 
franked  by  him.     He  has  3000/.  a-year  about  C  ^ 
and  the  neighbourhood,  and  has  more  than  ikrr 
years'  rent  unpaid ;  this  is  our  condition  in  tk«« 
blessed  times.     I  wrote  to  your  neigfaboor  abo-i.. . 
month  ago,  and  subscribed  my  name  :  I  lear  b^  ^  - 
not  received  my  letter,  and  wish  you  would  aak  Lk 
but  perhaps  he  is  still  a-rambling;  for  we  hesr  •' 
him  at  Newmarket,  and  that  Boerbaave  has  resr^<^- 
his  health.     How  my  services  are  lessened  of  t>- 
with  the  number  of  my  friends  on  your  side !  yet  a 
lord  Bathurst,  and  lord  Marsham,  and  Mr.  1««" 
remain  ;  and  being  your  acquaintance,  I  deme  v^  - 
you  see  them  to  deliver  my  compliments ;  bui  ^^-f^ 
to  Mrs.  Patty  Blount,  and  let  me  know  whether  i- 
be  as  young  and  agreeable  as  when  I  saw  her  ia^ ' 
Have  you  got  a  supply  of  new  friends  to  mak-  >' 
for  those  who  are  gone  t  and  are  they  equal  \o  -  ' 
first  1     I  am  afraid  it  is  with  friends  as  with  tic'^; 
and  that  the  laudator  iempori*  aeti  m  puaro^  is  eqtr-v* 
applicable  to  both.     I   am  less  grieved  for  b«^ 
here,  because  it  is  a  perfect  retirement,  and  coo-.- 
quently  fittest  for  those  who  are   grown   good  ■' 
nothing;  for  this  town  and  kingdom  are  as  b-- ' 
out  of  the  world  as  North  Wales.     My  head  is  •< 
that  I  cannot  write  a  paper  full  as  I  used  to  do .  =^ 
yet  I  will  not  foigive  a  blank  of  half  an  in«h  ir^ 
you.     I  had  reason  to  expect  from  some  of  y  -' 

•  **  in-nstared  osnuor  of  tbe  prasent  a«c 
And  food  of  all  ths  foUisc  of  ths 
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Btten  that  we  were  to  hope  for  mere  epiwtles  of 
lorality ;  and  I  atsure  you  my  acquaintance  resent 
liU  ihey  haTe  not  seen  my  name  at  the  head  of  one. 
*he  tubject  of  such  epistles  are  more  useful  to  the 
ittblie  by  your  manner  of  handling  them  than  any 
fall  your  writings ;  and  although  in  so  profligate  a 
roiid  as  outs  they  may  possibly  not  much  mend  our 
Rsnaers,  yet  posterity  will  enjoy  the  benefit  when- 
ever a  court  happens  to  have  the  least  relish  for  fit* 
oe  and  religion. 


FROM  LO£D:CASTLEDUEROW.« 

CattltMiurrow,  December  4,  1736. 
tia, — It  is  now  a  month  sluce  you  favoured  me  with 
uur  letter ;  I  fear  the  trouble  of  another  from  me 
nay  persuade  you  to  excuse  my  acknowledgments  of 
t;  but  1  am  too  sensible  of  the  honour  you  do  me 
0  suffer  a  correspondence  to  drop  which  I  know 
ome  of  the  greatest  men  in  this  age  have  gloried  in. 
low  then  must  my  heart  be  elated !  The  fly  on  the 
bariot  wheel  is  too  trite  a  quotation  :  I  shall  com> 
tare  myself  to  a  worm  enlivened  by  the  sun,  and 
nwliog  before  it.  I  imagine  there  is  a  tinge  of 
aaity  in  the  meanest  insect,  and  who  knows  but 
Tea  Uiis  reptile  may  pride  itself  in  its  curls  and 
wlats  before  its  benefactor  1  This  is  more  than  the 
irettest  philosopher  can  determine.  Guesses  are 
he  privilege  of  the  ignorant,  our  undoubted  right, 
Ad  what  you  can  never  lay  claim  to. 

1  am  quite  angry  with  your  servant  for  not  ac- 
[uaintiog  you  I  was  at  your  door.  I  greatly  com- 
Qend  both  your  economy  and  the  company  you  ad- 
Dit  at  your  table.  I  am  told  your  wine  is  excellent. 
The  additional  groat  is,  I  hope,  for  suet  to  your  pud- 
liug.  I  fancy  1  am  as  old  an  acquaintance  as  must 
ou  have  in  this  kingdom,  though  it  is  not  my  hap- 
)mess  to  be  so  qualified  as  to  merit  that  intimacy 
'OU  profess  for  a  few.  It  is  now  to  little  purpose  to 
«pine ;  though  it  grieves  me  to  think  I  was  a  fa- 
ourite  of  dean  Alrich,  the  greatest  man  that  ever 
)resided  in  that  high  post;  that  over  Virgil  and 
Horace,  Rag^  and  Philips  smoked  many  a  pipe  and 
trank  many  a  quart  with  me,  besides  the  expense  of 
i  bushel  of  nuts,  and  that  now  I  am  scarce  able  to 
"elish  their  beauties.  I  know  it  is  death  to  you  to 
ee  either  of  them  mangled  ;  but  a  scrap  of  paper  I 
letign  to  enclose  will  convince  you  of  the  truth.  It 
n»  in  Joke  to  an  old  woman  of  seventy  who  takes 
he  last  line  so  heinously  that,  thanks  to  my  stars, 
ihe  hates  me  in  earnest  So  I  devote  myself  to 
adies  of  fewer  years  and  more  discretion. 

This  and  such  other  innocent  amusements  I  de- 
mote myself  to  in  my  retirement.     Once  in  two  years 

appear  in  the  anus  of  the  world,  our  metropolis. 
Sis  grace,  my  old  acquaintance,  told  me  I  began  to 
contract  strange  old-fashioned  rust,  and  advised  me 
0  burst  out  of  my  solitude  and  refit  myself  for  the 
mblic :  but  my  own  notion  of  the  world  for  some 
ime  past  is  so  confirmed  by  the  sanction  of  your 
'pinion  of  it,  that  I  resolve  this  same  rust  shall  be  as 
tear  to  me  as  that  which  enhanced  the  value  of  poor 
)r.  Woodward's  shield  ;c  though  it  gave  such  of- 
ence  to  his  cleanly  maid  that  she  polished  it  to  none 
X  all. 

I  shall  appear  very  inconsistent  with  myself  in  now 
elling  you  that  I  still  design  the  latter  end  of  next 
Donth  for  England.  You  allow  I  have  some  pre- 
ence  to  9»  there.  My  progress  with  my  son  will  be 
urther;  for  which  perhaps  you  too  will  condemn 

*  OQly  SMI  of  Thomaa  Flowvr,  esq.,  of  Durrow. 
^  Edmund  Smith,  usually  called  Rag  Smith. 

*  The  ehar»eler  of  Dr.  Comeliui  Seribleruii,  fn  the  Memoirs 
f  his  ton  Maitinos  Scrlblenis.  la  teteoded  for  Dr.  Woodward, 
>ho  wrote  a  ilisssstnUsu  oa  aa  aadant  aklsld. 


me  as  well  as  other  friends  do.  I  shall  be  proud  of 
the  honour  of  your  commands,  and  with  your  leave 
will  wait  upon  you  for  them.  I  design  to  send  you 
a  pot  of  woodcocks  for  a  Christmas-box:  small  as 
the  present  is,  pray  believe  I  am,  with  sincere  re- 
spect, sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

Castleduraow. 

T  hope  you  are  as  well  as  the  news  says.  A  propott 
can  you  agree  with  me  that  the  little  operator  of 
mine,  whom  you  saw  lately  at  his  grace  of  Dub- 
lin's, has  a  resemblance  of  your  friend  Mr.  Popel 

Verses  by  Lord  Castledurrow,  enclosed  in  the 

above  letter. 

LjrrrriA's  Character  of  her  Lover  rendered  in  metre. 

Old  women  sometimes  can  raise  hit  desire ; 
The  >'oiiny.  in  their  turn,  set  his  heart  all  on  fliw ; 
And  'ionietimee  sxain  ha  abhors  womankiod . 
Wu  ever  poor  wretch  of  so  fickle  a  mind ! 

The  LoTer  s  Answer. 

Parri&s  juoctas  qnatium  flmeatras 
Ictlbus  crebr  is  Jttvenes  prolervi ; 
Net  tibi  somnos  adimunt :  amstqiia 

Janua  limea.  Hon.  I,  Od. 

No  mere  shall  ft-oUe  yoath  advaliee 
In  serenade,  and  am'rous  dance : 
Redoubling  stroke  no  more  shall  beat 
Against  tliy  window  and  thy  gale ; 
In  idle  sleep  now  lie  secure, 
And  navar  be  unbarr'd  thy  door. 


FROM  DR.  KINO. 

Loudon,  December  7. 1736. 
SiR,-^!  arrived  here  yesterday,  and  I  am  now  ready 
to  obey  yoifr  commands.  I  hope  you  are  come  to  a 
pofiitive  resolution  concerning  the  *'  History."  Ton 
need  not  hesitate  about  the  dates  or  the  references 
which  are  to  be  made  to  any  public  papers,  for  1  can 
supply  them  without  the  least  trouble.  As  well  as 
I  remember,  there  is  but  one  of  those  pnblie  pieces 
which  you  determined  should  be  inserted  at  length ; 
t  mean  sir  Thomas  Hanmer's  '*  Representation ;" 
this  I  have  now  by  me.  If  you  incline  to  publiah 
the  two  <*TracU"  as  an  Appendix  to  the  "  History," 
you  will  be  pleased  to  see  if  the  character  given  of 
the  earl  of  Oxford  in  the  pamphlet  of  1715  agreet 
with  the  character  given  of  the  same  person  in  the 
*<  History."  Perhaps  on  a  review  you  may  think 
proper  to  leave  one  of  them  quite  out.  You  have 
(I  think)  barely  mentioned  the  attempt  of  Guiscard, 
and  the  quarrel  between  Rechteren  and  Mesnager. 
But  as  these  are  facts  which  are  probably  now  forgot 
or  unknown,  it  would  not  be  amiss  if  they  were 
related  at  large  in  the  notes ;  which  may  be  done 
from  the  ■*  Gazettes,"  or  any  other  newspapers  of 
those  times.  This  is  all  I  have  to  offer  to  your  con- 
sideration ;  and  you  see  here  are  no  objections  which 
ought  to  retard  the  publication  of  thia  valuable  work 
one  moment.  I  will  only  now  add  that  if  you 
intend  this  *'  History"  should  be  published  from 
the  original  manuscript,  it  must  be  done  while  yoa 
are  living :  and  if  you  continue  in  the  name  mind  to 
intrust  me  with  the  execution  of  your  orders,  I  will 
perform  them  fiuthfuUy.  This  I  would  do,  although 
I  did  not  owe  you  a  thousand  obligations  which  I 
shall  ever  acknowledge.  I  am,  with  the  greatest 
truth,  sir,  your  most  humble  and  moat  obedient  serw 
vant,  W.  Kmo. 

TO  JOHN  BARBER.  B8Q., 
ALoaaicaw  ov  Lowosst. 

Dublin.  December  ■.  ITM. 
Mt'Deaji  Old  Friend, — I  am  glad  of  any  occadon 
to  write  to  you,  and  therefore  business  will  be  my 
excuse.    I  had  lately  a  letter  from  Kxb.  Warhuitovi, 


784 


EPISTOLARY  COBRESPONDSNCE. 


the  widow  of  him  for  whom  I  got  a  living  in  those 
parts  where  your  society's  estate  lies."  The  suh- 
stance  of  her  request  is  a  public  affair  wherein  you 
and  I  shall  agree  ;  for  neither  of  us  are  changed  in 
point  of  principles.  Mr.  John  Williams,  your  so- 
ciety's overseer,  is  worried  by  a  set  of  people  in  one 
part  of  your  estate,  which  is  called  Salter's  Pro- 
portion, because  he  opposed  the  building  of  a  fanatic 
meeting-house  in  that  place.  This  crew  of  dis- 
senters are  so  enraged  at  this  refusal,  that  they  have 
incensed  sir  Thomas  Webster,  the  landlord  (I  sup- 
pose under  you)  of  that  estate,  against  him,  and  are 
doing  all  in  their  power  to  get  him  discharged  from 
your  service.  Mr.  Warburton  was  his  great  friend. 
by  what  I  understand  those  factious  people  presume 
to  take  your  timber  at  pleasure,  contrary  to  your 
society's  instructions,  wherein  Mr.  Williams  con- 
stantly opposes  them  to  the  utmost  of  his  power,  and 
that  is  one  great  cause  of  their  malice.  Long  may 
you  live  a  bridle  to  the  insolence  of  dissenters,  who, 
with  their  pupils  the  atheists,  are  now  wholly  em- 
ployed in  ruining  the  church  ;  and  have  entered  into 
public  associations  subscribed  and  handed  about 
publicly  for  that  purpose.  I  wish  you  were  forced 
to  come  over  hither,  because  I  am  confident  the 
journey  and  voyage  would  be  good  for  your  health ; 
but  my  ill  health  and  age  have  made  it  impossible 
for  me  to  go  over  to  you.  I  have  often  let  you 
know  that  I  have  a  good  warm  apartment  for  you, 
and  I  scorn  to  add  any  professions  of  your  being 
welcome  in  summer  or  winter,  or  hoth :  pray  Ood 
bless  you,  and  grant  that  you  may  live  as  long  as 
you  desire,  and  be  ever  happy  hereafter.  Is  our 
friend  Bolingbroke  well  1  He  is  older  than  either 
of  us ;  but  I  am  chiefly  concerned  about  his  fortune  : 
for  some  time  ago,  a  friend  of  us  hoth  wrote  to  me 
that  he  wished  his  lordship  had  listened  a  little  to 
my  thrifty  lectures,  instead  of  only  laughing  at  them. 
I  am  ever,  vrith  the  truest  afiection,  dear  Mr.  alder- 
man, your  most  hearty  friend,  and  obedient  humhle 
servant,  Jonathan  Swirr. 


FROM  MR,  PULTENEY. 

Londcm.  December  21,  1736. 
SiB,^I  was  at  the  Bath  when  I  had  the  favour  of 
your  letter  of  the  6th  of  last  month.  I  remember  I 
once  wrote  to  you  from  thence,  therefore  I  resolved 
not  to  hazard  another  by  the  cross  post,  but  stay  till 
my  return  to  London  to  thank  you  for  your  kind 
remembrance  of  me.  I  am  now,  God  be  thanked, 
tolerably  well  in  health  again,  and  have  done  with 
all  physic  and  water-drinking.  My  constitution 
must  certainly  be  m  pretty  good  one  ;  for  it  has  re- 
sisted the  attacks  of  five  eminent  ph}'sicians  for  five 
months  together,  and  I  am  not  a  Jot  the  worse  for 
any  of  them. 

For  the  future  I  will  preserve  myself  by  your  ad- 
vice, and  follow  your  rules  of  rising  early,  eating 
little,  drinking  less,  and  riding  daily.  I  hope  this 
regimen  will  be  long  of  use  to  both  of  us,  and  that 
we  may  live  to  meet  again.  I  am  exceedingly  re- 
joiced at  Mr.  Stopford's  good  success,  and  have 
acknowledged  my  obligation  to  the  duke  of  Dorset, 
who  1  dare  say  will  in  time  do  more  for  him,  because 
he  has  promised  it.  My  first  desire  to  serve  him 
was  solely  because  I  knew  you  esteemed  him.  I 
was  confident  he  must  be  a  deserving  man,  since 
John  Gay  assured  me  he  was  a  very  particular  friend 
of  yours.  I  afterwards,  upon  further  acquaintance, 
grew  to  love  him  for  his  own  sake  and  the  merit  I 
found  in  him.  Men  of  his  worth  and  character  do 
an  honour  to  those  who  recommend  them.  There 
is  a  sentence,  I  think  it  is  in  TuUy's  "  Offices," 

•  Hie  Londonderry  Boclety,  of  which  Bartier  rm»  prerident. 


which  I  admire  extremely,  and  ahould  be  tempted  to 
take  it  for  a  motto  if  ever  I  took  one,— ^nixit  fn- 
desae,  tumini  nocere.  It  is  a  noble  sentiment,  uc 
shall  be  my  rule,  though  perhaps  never  my  noite. 
I  fancy  there  is  no  other  foundalimi  for  nsamf  « 
many  successors  to  the  duke  of  Donet,  thsa  btawe 
he  has  served,  as  they  call  it,  his  tia»e  vUL  I  o 
inclined  to  believe  he  will  go  once  more  among  jk, 
and  the  rather,  since  I  am  told  he  gave  giest  am- 
faction  the  last  time  he  was  with  you.  Lord  Ejm 
will  hardly  be  the  peraoa  to  succeed  him,  tboogfa  I 
should  be  glad  he  was,  since  I  flatter  myidf  b 
would  be  willing  on  many  occasions  to  chow  nme 
regard  to  my  recommendations.  I  have  latelj  an 
a  gentleman  who  is  come  from  France,  who  umt^ 
me  the  person  you  inquire  after  [lord  Bolingbn>k?M 
and  to  whom  you  gave  so  many  lectures  of  frugijn, 
is  in  perfect  health,  and  lives  in  great  plenty  ui 
affluence.  I  own  I  doubt  it ;  but  if  it  be  true,  I  a 
sure  it  cannot  last  long,  unless  an  old  geniisfus 
would  please  to  die,  who  seems  at  present  sot  s 
have  the  least  inclination  towards  it,  thougfa  nss 
ninety  years  old.*  I  verily  think  be  is  more  Hit) 
to  marry  again  than  die. 

Pope  showed  me  a  letter  he  had  lately  from  tea 
We  grieved  extremely  to  find  you  so  full  of  eus 
plaints,  and  we  wished  heartily  you  might  be  v« 
enough  to  make  a  trip  here  in  spring.  Shiftily  t^ 
scene  was  of  great  ser«'ice  to  me  ;  perhaps  it  il^ 
be  so  to  you.  I  mended  from  Uie  moment  I  b' 
crossed  the  seas,  and  sensibly  felt  the  benefit  < 
changing  air.  His  majesty  is  still  on  the  other  i- 
He  has  escaped  being  at  sea  in  the  tempciie:^ 
weather  we  have  had  ;  but  when  the  wind  wiC  Ic 
him  come,  God  knows.  Lord  Che«ter6eld  nt«  I 
he  does  not  come  by  Twelfth-day  the  people  vi 
choose  king  and  queen  without  him.  I  must  tn! 
vou  a  ridiculous  incident,  perhaps  you  hate  &tii 
heard  it :  one  Mrs.  Mapp,  a  famous  she  bone-srct. 
and  mountebank,  coming  to  town  with  a  eoad  ■:- 
six  horses,  on  the  Kentish  road,  was  met  by  a  n^^ 
of  people  who,  seeing  her  very  oddly  and  tavdrrr 
dressed,  took  her  for  a  foreigner,  and  concladed  t^. 
must  be  a  certain  great  person's  mistress,  ^i^ 
this  they  followed  the  coach,  bawling  out  '*  No  Hr 
nover  whore !  no  Hanover  whore !"  The  lady  «ii^ 
the  cosch  was  much  offended,  let  down  the  glass,  u^ 
screamed  louder  than  any  of  them.  She  mi  a 
Hanover  whore!  she  was  an  English  one!  Tp^i 
which  they  cried  out,  God  bless  your  lad}-ship!  qui^ 
ted  the  pursuit,  and  wished  her  a  good  jooneT. 

I  hope  to  be  able  to  attend  the  house  neis  ** 
sions  ;  but  not  with  that  assiduity  as  I  have  fomr/ 
done.  Why  should  I  risk  the  doing  myieif  -s^ 
harm,  when  I  know  how  vain  it  is  to  expect  tc  a. 
any  good  t  Tou,  that  have  been  a  long  time  <^  -* 
this  country,  can  have  no  notion  how  wicked  a^' 
corrupt  we  are  grown.  Were  I  to  tell  you  of  s». 
the  rogueries  come  to  my  knowledge,  you  wooid  V 
astonished ;  and  yet  I  dare  say  I  do  not  kooff '' 
half  that  are  practised  in  one  uttle  spot  of  gtois^ 
only  ;  you  may  easily  guess  where  I  mean. 

I  will  make  your  compliments  to  lord  Cirten^ 
when  he  comes  to  town.  I  am  sure  he  viU  ^ 
pleased  with  your  kind  mention  of  him ;  and  o  y- 
will  now  and  then  let  me  hear  from  you,  I  sball  \oA 
on  the  continuance  of  your  correspondence  a«  a  ^^H 
particular  honour ;  for  I  assure  you  that  I  am,  vc* 
the  greatest  truth  and  esteem,  sir.  your  mosf  obeia* 
humble  servant,  Wiluam  Pcltkmt. 


a  Lord  SI.  John,  flathcr  o(  load  BoUasfanh*^ 
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FROM  MB.  POra. 

DMember  SO,  17M. 
QVtL  Tery  kind  letter  bu  made  me  more  mekncboly 
urn  almott  anything  iii  thia  world  now  can  do. 
or  1  can  bear  ererything  in  It,  bad  as  it  is,  better 
lan  the  complainta  of  my  friends*  Tbougb  others 
U  me  vou  are  in  pretty  good  health  and  in  good 
(irits,  I  iind  the  oontraxy  when  you  open  your  mind 
I  me :  and  indeed  it  is  but  a  prudent  part  to  seem 
»t  so  concerned  about  others,  nor  so  crazy  ourseWes 
»  we  really  are  ;  for  we  shall  neither  be  beloTed  nor 
iteemed  the  more  by  our  common  acquaintance  for 
ly  affliction  or  any  infirmity.  But  to  our  true 
ienil  we  may,  we  must,  complain  of  what  (it  is  a 
lau^nd  to  one)  he  complains  with  us ;  for  if  we 
k\e  known  him  lung  he  is  old,  and  if  he  has  known 
le  world  long  he  is  out  of  humour  at  it.  If  yon 
i\o  but  as  much  more  health  than  others  at  your 
j^e  as  you  have  more  wit  and  good  temper,  you 
kail  not  have  much  of  my  pity ,  but  if  eTer  you  live 
I  have  less,  you  shall  not  have  less  of  my  affection. 
.  whole  people  will  rejoice  at  everr  year  that  shall 
r  added  to  you,  of  which  you  nave  had  a  late 
i^tauce  in  the  public  rejoicings  on  your  birthday, 
can  assure  you  something  better  and  greater  than 
itfh  birth  and  quality  must  go  towards  acquiring 
luse  demonstrations  of  public  esteem  and  love.  1 
ave  Been  a  royal  birthday  uncelebrated  but  by  one 
ite  ode  and  one  hired  bonfire.  Whatever  years 
lay  take  away  from  you,  they  will  not  take  away 
10  general  eeteem  for  vour  sense,  virtue,  and  charity. 
The  most  melancholy  effect  of  years  is  that  you 
wntion,  the  catalogue  of  those  we  loved  and  have 
)St  perpetually  increasing.  How  much  that  re- 
lection  struck  me  you  will  see  from  the  motto  I 
ave  prefixed  to  my  **  Book  of  Letters,"  which,  so 
luch  against  my  inclination,  has  been  drawn  from 
>e.     It  is  from  Catullus:— 

Quo  dc»i(lcrio  v(>t«n*«  revneamut  amorcs, 
Atf|ii0  olim  aini<Mas  flemuH  arolcitiaa  T 


**  How  p«att  my  heart  old  fHendihin  to  renew  I 
How  pUnced  with  grief  old  loves  aecay*d  I  view  T* 

I  detain  this  letter  till  I  can  find  some  safe  con- 
•'}ance,  innocent  as  it  is,  and  as  all  letters  of  mine 
luitt  be,  of  anything  to  offend  my  superiors,  except 
he  reTcrence  1  bear  to  true  merit  and  virtue.  But 
have  much  reason  to  fear  those  which  you  have  too 
•artially  kept  in  your  hands  will  get  out  in  some 
cry  disagreeable  shape  in  case  of  our  mortality: 
nd  tlie  more  reason  to  fear  it,  since  this  last  month 
'urll  has  obtained  from  Ireland  two  letters  (one  of 
>rd  Bolingbroke,  and  one  of  mine  to  you,  which  we 
rrote  in  the  year  1723),  and  he  has  printed  them  to 
^e  best  of  my  memory  rightly,  except  one  passage 
onceming  Dawley,  which  must  have  been  since 
nserted,  since  my  lord  had  not  that  place  at  that 
ime.  Your  answer  to  that  letter  he  has  not  got ;  it 
ia«  never  been  out  of  my  custody  ;  for  whatever  is 
nu  is  lost  (wit  as  well  as  money)  to  these  needy 
ootiral  readers. 

The  world  will  certainly  be  the  better  for  his 
hau^e  of  life.  lie  seems  in  the  whole  turn  of  his 
f'ttiTs  to  be  a  settled  and  principled  philosopher, 
hanking  fortune  fur  the  trani^uillity  he  has  been  led 
»«•')  l)y  her  aversion,  like  a  man  driven  by  a  violent 
^ind  from  the  sea  into  a  calm  harbour.  Tou  ask 
(le  if  I  have  got  any  supply  of  new  friends  to  make 
'p  for  those  that  are  gone  1  I  think  that  impossible  ; 
'>r  not  our  friends  only  but  so  much  of  ourselves  is 
:oup  by  the  mere  flux  and  course  of  years,  that 
**'ro  the  same  friends  to  be  restored  to  us  we  could 
«>t  be  restored  to  ourselves  to  enjoy  them.  But,  as 
vhen  the  continual  washing  of  a  river  takes  away 
>ur  flowers  and  jdants,  it  throws  weeds  and  sedges 
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tn  their  room,  ao  the  course  of  time  brings  us  some- 
thing, as  it  deprives  us  of  a  great  deal ;  and  instead 
of  leaving  us  what  we  cultivated  and  expected  to 
flourish  and  adorn  us,  gives  us  only  what  is  of  some 
little  use  by  accident  Thus  I  have  acquired,  with- 
out my  seeking,  a  few  chance  acquaintance  of  young 
men  who  look  rather  to  the  past  age  than  the  present 
and  therefore  the  future  may  have  some  hopes  of 
them.  If  I  love  them,  it  is  because  they  honour 
some  of  those  whom  I  and  the  world  have  lost,  or 
are  losing.  Two  or  three  of  them  have  distinguished 
themselves  in  parliament;  and  you  will  own  in  a 
very  uncommon  manner,  when  1  tell  you  it  is  by 
their  asserting  of  independency  and  contempt  oi 
corruption.  One  or  two  are  linked  to  me  by  their 
love  of  the  same  studies  and  the  same  authors  ;  but 
I  will  own  to  you  my  moral  capacity  has  got  so  much 
the  better  of  my  poetical,  that  I  have  few  acquaint- 
ance on  the  latter  score,  and  none  without  a  casting 
weight  on  the  former.  But  I  find  m  v  heart  hardened 
and  blunt  to  new  impressions,  it  will  scarce  receive 
or  retain  affections  of  yesterday  ;  and  those  friends 
who  have  been  dead  these  twenty  years  are  more 
present  to  me  now  than  these  I  see  dally.  Tou, 
dear  sir,  are  one  of  the  former  sort  to  me  in  all 
respects  but  that  we  can  yet  correspond  together.  I 
do  not  know  whether  it  is  not  more  vexatious  to 
know  we  are  both  in  one  world  without  any  further 
intercourse.  Adieu.  I  can  say  no  more,  I  feel  so 
much :  let  me  drop  into  common  things. — Lord 
Masham  has  Just  married  his  son.  Mr.  Lewis  has 
Just  buried  his  wife.  Lonl  Oxford  wept  over  your 
letter  in  pure  kindness.  Mrs.  B.  sighs  more  for  you 
than  for  the  loss  of  youtli.  She  says  she  will  be 
agreeable  many  years  hence,  for  she  has  learned  that 
secret  from  some  receipts  of  your  writing.    Adieu. 

FROM  LORD  CAgTLSDUnROW. 

Castlfdanrow,  January  11, 17B7. 
S1R9 — I  received  the  honour  of  your  letter  with  that 
pleasure  which  they  have  always  given  me.  If  I 
have  deferred  acknowledging  longer  than  usual,  I 
should  not  be  at  a  loss  to  muce  an  excuse  if  I  could 
be  so  vain  as  to  imagine  you  required  any.  Virtue 
forbids  us  to  continue  in  debt,  and  gratitude  obliges 
us  at  least  to  own  flavours  too  large  for  us  to  pay ; 
therefore  I  must  write  rather  than  reproach  mj-sclf, 
and  blush  at  having  neglected  it  when  I  wait  upon 
you ;  though  you  may  retort,  blushes  should  proceed 
rather  from  the  pen  than  from  silence,  which  pleads 
a  modest  diffidence  that  often  obtains  pardon. 

I  am  delighted  with  the  sketch  of  your  Imperiumt 
and  beg  I  mav  be  presented  to  your  first  minister, 
sir  Robert.*  Your  puddings  I  have  been  acquainted 
with  these  forty  years ;  they  are  the  best  sweet  thing 
I  ever  eaL  The  economy  of  your  table  is  delicious ; 
a  little,  and  perfectly  good,  is  the  greatest  treat ;  and 
that  elegance  in  sorting  company  puts  me  in  mind  of 
Corelli*s  orcastro^  in  forming  which  he  excelled 
mankind.  In  this  respect  no  man  ever  judged  worse 
than  lord-chancellor  Middleton ;  his  table  the  neatest 
served  of  any  I  have  seen  in  Dublin,  which  to  be 
sure  was  entirely  owing  to  his  lady.  Tou  really 
surprise  me  when  you  say  you  know  not  where  to 
get  a  dinner  in  the  whole  town.  Dublin  is  famous 
for  vanity  this  way ;  and  I  think  the  mistaken 
luxury  of  some  of  our  grandees,  and  feasting  those 
who  come  to  lau^h  at  us  from  the  other  side  of  the 
water,  have  done  us  as  much  prejudice  as  most  of 
our  follies.  Not  any  lord-lieutenant  has  done  us 
more  honour  in  magnificence  than  our  present  vice- 
roy [the  duke  of  DoisetJ.     He  is  an  old  intimate  of 

■  Mn.  Brrat,  the  do^n'f  huiuekrvper. 
^  His  lordship  prUiably  oiies  this  iftord  for  archestrr. 
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my  youth,  and  has  always  distmguiahed  me  with 
affection  and  friendship.  I  trust  mine  are  no  less 
sincere  for  him.  I  have  joy  in  hearing  hia  virtues 
celebrated.  I  wish  that  he  had  gratified  you  in  your 
request.  Those  he  has  done  most  for  I  dare  affirm 
love  him  least.  It  is  pity  there  is  any  allay  in  so 
beneficent  a  temper ;  but  if  a  friend  can  be  viewed 
with  an  impartial  eyci  &ults  he  has  none ;  and  if 
any  failings,  they  are  grafted  in  a  pusillanimity  which 
sinks  him  into  complaisance  for  men  who  neither 
love  nor  esteem  him,  and  has  prevented  him  buoying 
up  against  their  impotent  threats  in  raising  his 
friends.  He  is  a  most  amiable  man,  has  many  good 
qualities,  and  wants  but  one  more  to  make  him 
really  a  great  man. 

If  you  have  any  commands  to  England  for  so  in- 
significant a  fellow  as  I  am,  pray  prepare  them 
against  the  beginning  of  next  month.  At  my  arrival 
in  town  I  shall  send  a  message  in  form  for  audience ; 
but  I  beg  to  see  you  in  your  private  capacity,  not  in 
your  princely  authority ;  for  as  both  your  ministry 
and  senate  are  full,  and  that  I  cannot  hope  to  be 
employed  in  either,  I  fear  your  revenue  is  too  small 
to  grant  me  a  pension.  And  ns  I  am  not  fit  for 
business,  perhaps  you  will  not  allow  me  a  fit  object 
for  one  which  charity  only  prompts  you  to  bestow. 
Thus,  without  any  view  of  your  highness's  favour, 
I  am  independent,  and,  with  sincere  esteem,  your 
most  obedient  humble  servant,      Cabtledurrow. 


TO  LADY  BFITY  GERMAIN. 

January  29, 1737. 
Madam, — I  owe  your  ladyship  the  acknowledgment 
of  a  letter  I  have  long  received,  relating  to  a  request 
I  made  to  my  lord  duke.  I  now  dismiss  you, 
madam,  for  ever  from  your  office  of  being  a  go-be- 
tween upon  any  afiair  I  might  have  with  his  grace. 
I  will  never  more  trouble  him  either  with  my  visits 
or  application.  His  business  in  this  kingdom  is  to 
make  himself  easy;  his  lessons  are  all  prescribed 
hioufrom  court ;  and  he  is  sure  at  a  very  cheap  rate 
to  have  a  majority  of  most  corrupt  slaves  and  idiots 
at  his  devotion.  The  happiness  of  this  kingdom  is 
of  no  more  consequence  to  him  than  it  would  be  to 
the  great  Mogul ;  while  the  very  few  honest  or  mo- 
derate men  of  the  Whig  party  lament  the  choice  he 
makes  of  persons  for  civil  employments  or  church 
preferments. 

I  will  now  repeat,  for  the  last  time,  that  I  never 
made  him  a  request  out  of  any  views  of  my  own, 
but  entirely  by  consulting  his  own  honour,  and  the 
desires  of  all  good  men,  who  were  as  loyal  as  his 
grace  could  wish,  and  had  no  other  fault  than  that 
of  modestly  standing  up  for  preserving  some  poor 
remainder  in  the  constitution  of  church  and  state. 

I  had  long  experience,  while  I  was  in  the  world, 
of  the  difficulties  that  great  men  lay  under  in 
the  points  of  promises  and  employments ;  but  a 
plain  honest  English  farmer,  when  he  invites  his 
neighbours  to  a  christening,  if  a  friend  happen  to 
come  late,  will  take  care  to  lock  up  a  piece  for  him 
in  the  cupboard. 

Henceforth  I  shall  only  grieve  silently  when  I 
hear  of  emplovments  disposed  of  to  the  discontent 
of  his  grace's  best  friends  in  this  kingdom  ;  and  the 
rather,  because  I  do  not  know  a  more  agreeable  per- 
son in  conyersation,  one  more  easy,  or  of  a  better 
taste,  with  a  greater  variety  of  knowledge,  than  the 
duke  of  Dorset. 

I  am  extremely  afflicted  to  hear  that  your  lady- 
ship's want  of  health  has  driven  you  to  the  Bath ; 
the  same  cause  has  hindered  me  from  sooner  acknow- 
ledging your  letter.  But  I  am  at  a  time  of  life  when 
I  am  to  expect  a  great  deal  worse ;  for  I  have  neither 


flesh  nor  spirits  left,  while  you,  madam*  I  liope  tnd 
believe,  will  enjoy  many  happy  yean  in  emplo}Ta£ 
those  virtues  which  Heaven  bestowed  on  you  for  th' 
delight  of  your  friends,  the  comfort  of  the  distre^ird. 
and  the  universal  esteem  of  all  who  are  wiiie  sue 
virtuous. 

I  desire  to  present  my  most  humhle  service  to  ri 
lady  Suffolk  and  your  nappy  brother.  I  am,  weh 
the  truest  respect,  madam,  your,  ftc. 

TO  JOHN  TEMPLE,  ESQ.* 

Dublin.  FebruAry.  nr. 
Sir, — ^The  letter  which  I  had  the  fkvour  to  rec^.Tr 
from  you  I  read  to  your  cousin  Mrs.  Dingley,  wt  •> 
lodges  in  my  neighbourhood.     She  was  rerr  «*^'J 
pleased  to  hear  of  your  welfiu'e,  but  a  little  morritsri 
that  you  did  not  mention  or  inquire  after  her.    >> 
is  quite  sunk  with  years  and  unwieldiness  u  ^' 
as  a  very  scanty  support.     I  sometimea  make  h-^ 
a  small  present  as  my  abilities  can  reach,  for  1  '^ 
not  find  her  nearest  relations  consider  her  in  *.^' 
least. 

Jervas  told  me  that  your  aunt's  picture^  is  ir  sj 
Peter  Lely's  best  manner,  and  the  drapery  ail  in  tl" 
same  hand.  I  shall  think  myself  Tery  well  pai  1  i*' 
it  if  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  order  some  ma:V  t 
your  favour  to  Mrs.  Dingley.  I  do  not  mean  a  pes- 
sion,  but  a  amall  sum  to  put  her  for  once  cu: 
debt ;  and  if  I  live  any  time  I  shall  see  tha:  «^ 
keeps  herself  clear  of  the  world  ;  lor  f^he  if  i 
woman  of  as  much  piety  and  discretion  as  I  hf« 
known. 

I  am  sorry  to  have  been  so  much  a  stranger  t"  t^ 
state  of  your  family.     I  know  nothing  of  your  LJ^. 
or  what  children  you  have,  or  any  other  cin'-*"- 
stances ;   neither  do  I  find  that  Mr.  Hatch  csu.  '> 
form  me  in  any  one  point.     I  very  much  approxr  .■ 
your  keeping  up  your  family-house  at  Muor-fir. 
I  have  heard  it  is  very  much  changed  for  the  l*r:ti '. 
as  well  as  the  gardens.     The  tree  on  which  I  c^nt 
those  words,  factwra  nepotibus  tanbrtuny   is  or  r 
those  elms  that  stand  in  the  hollow  ground  jost  '»- 
fore  the  house  ;  but  I  suppose  the  letters  are  widecf  ■' 
and  grown  shapeless  by  time. 

I  know  nothing  more  of  your  hrother  than  t};^ 
he  has  an  Irish  title  (I  should  be  sorry  to  see  p^ 
with  such  a  feather),  and  that  some  reason  or  i-tt-' 
drew  us  into  a  correspondence  which  was  ^'"^ 
rough.     But  I  have  forgot  what  was  the  quan\1. 

This  letter  goes  by  my  lord  Castled urruw,  wb  >  .- 
a  gentleman  of  very  good  sense  and  wit.     I  su^p' ' 
by  taking  hia  son  with  him,  that  he  designs  to  ** 
us  no  more.     I  desire  to  present  my  most  hur>- 
service  to  your  lady,  with  hearty  thanks  of  b^  '•• 
membrance  of  me.     I  am,  sir,  your  moxt  hun> 
faithful  servant,  Jonatuax  S^ii^ 


TO  WILLIAM  PCLTENEY.   ESQ. 

March  7,  r,r 
Sir,— *I  must  begin  by  assuring  you  that  I  did  x:t\^ 
intend  to  engage  you  in  a  settled  correspond^!  ' 
with  so  useless  a  man  as  I  here  am ;    and  still  mir 
so  by  the  daily  increase  of  iU  health  and  old  if- , 
and  yet  I  confess  that  the  higli  esteem  I  pre^erx  ^'' 
your  public  and  private  virtues  urges  me  on  to  n  Uc 
some  little  place  in  your  memory  for  the  short  t::<  • 
I  may  expect  to  Uve. 

That  I  no  sooner  acknowledged  the  honocr  •' 
your  letter  is  owing  to  your  civility,  which  mu" 
have  compelled  you  to  write  while  you  were  ecc  -r  ' 
in  defending  the  liberties  of  your  country  with  o  - 

•  The  nephew,  and  his  lady  grand-daugliter.  of  ar  WJli-. 
Temple.     . 
^  Picture  of  lady  6ii!ard«  sister  of  sir  WiUiaB  Teiapli . 
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than  an  old  Koman  apirit ;  which  has  reached  this 
4>Iiscure  enslaved  kingdom  so  far  as  to  haye  been  the 
constant  subject  of  discourse  and  of  praise  among 
the  whole  few  of  what  unprostituted  people  here  re- 
main among  us. 

I  did  not  receive  the  leUer  yon  mentioned  from 
Bath;  and  yet  I  have  imagined,  for  some  months 
past,  that  the  meddlers  of  the  post-offices  here  and 
tn  London  have  grown  weary  of  their  curiosity  by 
inding  the  litUe  satis&ction  it  gave  them.  I  agree 
teartily  in  your  opinion  of  physicians ;  I  have  es- 
eemed  many  of  them  as  learned,  ingenious  men ; 
!>ut  I  never  received  the  least  benefit  from  their  ad. 
rice  or  prescripdons.  And  poor  Dr.  Arbnthnot  was 
he  only  man  of  the  faculty  who  seemed  to  under- 
Jtand  my  case,  but  could  not  remedy  it.  Bat  to 
:onquer  five  physicians,  aU  eminent  in  their  way, 
iiras  a  victory  that  Alexander  and  Cssar  could  never 
[>rctend  to.  I  desire  that  my  prescription  of  living 
nay  he  published  (which  you  design  to  foUow)  foS 
he  benefit  of  mankind,  which,  however,  I  do  not 
ralue  a  rush,  nor  the  animal  itself,  as  it  now  acta; 
ieither  will  I  ever  value  myself  as  a  Philanthropus, 
i»ecauge  it  is  now  a  creature  (Uking  a  vast  majority) 
hat  I  hate  more  than  a  toad,  a  viper,  a  wasp,  a 
nork,  a  fox^  or  any  other  that  you  will  please 
o  add.  - 

Since  the  date  of  your  letter  we  understand  there 
s  another  duke  to  govern  here.  Mr.  Stopfbrd  was 
vilh  me  last  night ;  he  is  as  weU  provided  for,  and 
o  bis  own  satisfaction,  as  any  pri^mte  clergyman. 
He  engaged  me  to  present  his  best  reepecU  and 
tcknowledgments  to  you.  Your  modesty,  in  re- 
uaing  to  take  a  motto,  goes  too  hi.  The  sentence 
s»  not  a  boast,  because  it  is  every  man's  duty  in 
aorals  and  religion. 

Indeed  we  differ  here  from  what  you  have  been 
old  of  the  duke  of  Dorset's  having  given  great  satis- 
action  the  last  time  he  was  with  us ;  particularly  in 
lis  disposal  of  two  biahoprics,  and  other  church  as 
veil  as  civil  preferments.  I  wrote  to  a  lady  in 
Ijondon,  hia  grace's  near  relation  and  intimate,  that 
he  would  no  more  continue  the  office  of  a  go-be- 
weeu  (as  she  caUed  herself)  betwixt  the  duke  and 
D«,  because  I  never  design  to  attend  him  again ; 
Ad  yet  I  allow  lum  to  be  as  agreeable  a  person  in 
onversation  as  I  have  almost  anywhere  met  I 
«nt  my  letter  to  that  lady  under  a  cover  addressed 
o  the  duke;  and  in  it  I  made  many  complainU 
against  some  proceedings,  which  I  suppose  he  has 
ecn.  I  never  made  him  one  request  for  myself; 
kod  if  I  spoke  for  another  he  was  always  upon  his 
:aanl,  which  vras  but  twice,  and  for  trifles,  but 
iiled  in  both. 

The  father  of  our  friend  in  France  may  outlive  the 
on ;  for  I  would  venture  a  wager  that  if  you  pick 
»ut  twenty  of  the  oldest  men  in  England  nineteen 
•f  them  have  been  the  most  worthless  fellows  in  the 
kingdom.  You  tell  me  with  great  kindness  as  well 
A  gravity  that  I  ought  this  spring  to  take  a  trip 
o  England,  and  your  motive  is  admirable,  that 
hifting  the  scene  was  of  great  service  to  you,  and 
herefore  it  may  be  so  to  me.  I  answer  as  an  aca- 
lemic,  N9ffo  eontequentiam.  And  besides,  com- 
»arisons  are  odious.  You  are  what  the  French  call 
'Uin  de  vie.  As  you  are  much  younger,  so  I  am  a 
losen  years  older  than  my  age  makes  me,  by  in- 
irmities  of  mind  and  body ;  to  which  I  add  the  per- 
petual detestation  of  all  public  persons  and  ^airs  in 
M>th  kingdoms.  I  spread  the  story  of  Mrs.  Mapp 
vhile  it  was  new  to  us ;  there  was  something  hu- 
norous  in  it  throughout  that  pleased  everybody 
icre.  Will  you  engage  for  your  friend  Carteret  that 
to  will  oppoeo  any  step  toward  arbitrary  power  1 1 


he  has  promised  me,  under  a  penalty,  that  he  will 
continue  firm,  and  yet  some  reports  go  here  of  him 
that  have  a  little  disconcerted  me.  Learning  and 
good  sense  he  has  to  a  great  degree,  if  the  love  of 
riches  and  power  do  not  overbalance. 

Pray  God  long  continue  the  gifts  he  has  bestowed 
you,  to  be  the  chief  support  of  liberty  to  your  coun- 
try, and  let  all  the  people  say  Amen. 

I  am,  with  the  truest  respect  and  highest  esteem, 
ilr,  yours,  Ac.  Jonathan  Swift. 

FROM  THE  EABL  OF  ORRERY. 

Cork,  March  16,  1737. 
Dbar  Sir, — I  received  your  commands  by  Faulkner 
to  write  to  you.  But  what  can  I  say  1  The  scene 
of  Cork  is  ever  the  same ;  dull,  Insipid,  and  void  of 
all  amusement.  His  sacred  majesty  was  not  under 
greater  difficulty  to  find  out  diversions  at  Helvoetsluys 
than  I  am  here.  The  butchers  are  as  greasy,  the 
quakcrs  as  formal,  and  the  presbyterians  as  holy 
and  full  of  the  Lord,  as  usual ;  all  things  are  in  statu 
quo;  even  the  hogs  and  pigs  gruntle  in  the  same 
cadence  as  of  yore.  Unfurnished  with  variety,  and 
drooping  under  the  natural  dulness  of  the  place, 
materials  for  a  letter  are  as  hard  to  be  found  as 
money,  sense,  honesty,  or  truth.  But  I  will  write 
on;  Ogilby,  Blackmore,  and  my  lord  Grimston,* 
have  done  the  same  before  me. 

I  have  not  }et  been  upon  the  Change;  but  am 
told  that  you  are  the  idol  of  the  court  of  aldermen. 
They  have  sent  you  your  freedom.  The  most  learned 
of  them  having  read  a  most  dreadful  account  in  Lit- 
tleton's Dictionary  of  Pandora's  gold  box,  it  was 
unanimously  agreed  not  to  venture  so  valuable  a 
present  in  so  dangerous  a  metal.  Had  these  sage 
counsellors  considered  that  Pandora  was  a  woman 
(which  perhaps  Mr.  Littleton  forgets  to  mention), 
they  would  have  seen  that  the  ensuing  evils  arose 
from  the  sex,  and  not  from  the  ore.  But  I  shall 
speak  with  more  certainty  of  these  affairs  when  I 
have  taken  my  seat  among  the  greybeards. 

My  letters  fiom  England  speak  of  great  combus- 
tions. Absalom  continues  a  rebel  to  royal  David : 
the  Achitophels  of  the  age  are  numerous  and  high- 
spirited.  The  influence  of  the  comet  seems  to  have 
strange  effects  already.  In  the  mean  time  here  we 
live,  drones  of  Cork,  wrapped  up  in  our  own  filth, 
procul  a  Jove  etprocul  afulmine.  Heaven  and  all 
good  stars  protect  you  !  For  let  the  thunder  burst 
where  it  vidll,  so  that  you  are  safe  and  unsinged, 
who  cares  whether  Persia  submits  its  government  to 
the  renowned  Kouli  Khan,  or  that  beardless,  unex- 
perienced youth,  the  Sophi.  At  least  the  vicar  of 
Bray  and  I  shall  certainly  be  contented.     Orbeby. 

FROM  THE  EARL  OF  ORRERY. 

Gbrk,  March  IS.  17S7. 
Dbar  Sir, — ^This  is  occasioned  by  a  letter  I  have  re- 
ceived from  Mr.  Pope,  of  which  I  send  you  a  copy 
in  my  own  hand,  not  caring  to  trust  the  original  to 
the  accidents  of  the  post.  I  likewise  send  you  a  part 
of  a  fifth  volume  of  Curll's  ThefU,  in  which  you 
will  find  two  letters  to  you  (one  from  Mr.  Pope,  the 
other  from  lord  Bolingbroke)  just  published,  with  an 
impudent  preface  by  CurlL  You  see  Curll,  like 
his  friend  the  devil,  glides  through  all  keyholes, 
and  thrusts  himself  into  the  moet  private  cabinets. 

I  am  much  concerned  to  find  that  Mr.  Pope  is 
sdli  uneasy  about  his  letters ;  but  I  hope  a  letter  I 
sent  him  from  Dublin  (which  he  has  not  yet  re- 
ceived) ^has  removed  all  anxiety  of  that  kind.  In 
the  last  dUcoune  I  had  with  you  on  this  topic  yuu 
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remember  you  told  me  be  should  hare  his  letters  ; 
and  I  lost  no  time  in  letting  him  know  your  reso* 
lution.  God  forbid  that  any  more  papers  belonging 
to  either  of  you,  especially  such  papers  as  your  fami- 
liar letters,  should  fall  into  the  hands  of  knaves  and 
fools,  the  professed  enemies  of  you  both  in  particular, 
and  of  all  honest  and  worthy  men  in  genend ! 

I  have  said  so  much  on  this  subject  in  the  late 
happy  hours  you  allowed  me  to  pass  with  you  at  the 
deanery,  that  there  is  little  occasion  for  adding  more 
upon  it  at  present ;  enpecially  as  you  will  find,  in 
Mr.  Pope's  letter  to  me,  a  strength  of  argument  that 
seems  irresistible.  As  I  have  thoughts  of  going  to 
England  in  June  you  may  depend  upon  a  safe  car- 
riage of  any  papers  you  think  fit  to  send  him.  I 
Hhould  think  myself  particularly  fortunate  to  deliver 
to  him  those  letters  he  seems  so  justly  desirous  of. 
I  eatreat  you  give  me  that  pleasure  !  It  will  be  a 
happy  reflfciion  to  me  in  the  latest  hours  of  my  life, 
'whicli,  whether  long  or  short,  shall  be  constantly 
spent  in  endeavouring  to  do  what  may  be  acceptable 
to  the  virtuous  and  the  wise.  I  am,  dear  sir,  your 
very  faithful  and  obliged  humble  servant. 

Orrery. 

MR.  POPE  TO  THE  EARL  OF  ORRERY. 
My  Lord, — ^After  having  condoled  several  times 
with  you  on  your  own  illness  and  that  of  your 
friends,  I  now  claim  some  share  myself;  for  I  have 
been  down  with  a  fever,  which  yet  confines  me  to 
my  chamber.  Just  before  I  wrote  a  letter  to  the 
dean,  full  of  my  heart ;  and  among  other  things 
pressed  him  (which  I  must  acquaint  your  lordship  I 
had  done  twice  before  for  near  a  twelvemonth  past) 
to  secure  me  against  that  rascal  printer  by  returning 
me  my  letters,  which  (if  he  valued  so  much)  I  pro- 
mised to  send  him  copies  of,  merely  that  the  ori- 
ginals might  not  fall  into  such  ill  hanaSyVnd  thereby 
a  hundred  particulars  be  at  his  mercy,  which  would 
expose  me  to  the  misconstruction  of  many,  the 
malice  of  some,  and  the  censure,  perhaps,  of  the 
whole  world.  A  fresh  incident  made  me  press  this 
again,  which  I  enclose  to  you  that  you  may  show 
him.  The  man's  declaration,  *'  that  he  had  these 
two  letters  of  the  dean's  from  your  side  the  water," 
with  several  others  yet  lying  by  (which  I  cannot 
doubt  the  truth  of,  because  I  never  ^had  a  copy  of 
either),  is  surely  a  just  cause  for  my  request.  Yet 
the  dean,  answering  every  other  point  of  my  letter 
with  the  utmost  expressions  of  kindness,  is  silent 
upon  this  ;  and  the  third  time  silent.  I  begin  to 
fear  he  has  already  lent  them  out  of  his  hands  ;  and 
in  whatever  hands,  while  they  are  Irish  hands,  allow 
me,  my  lord,  to  say  they  are  in  dangerous  hands. 
Weak  admirers  are  as  bad  as  malicious  enemies,  and 
operate  in  these  cases  alike  to  an  author's  disparage- 
ment or  uneasiness.  I  think  this  1  made  the  dean 
so  just  a  request  that  I  beg  your  lordship  to  second 
it  by  showing  him  what  I  write.  I  told  him,  as  soon 
as  I  found  myself  obliged  to  publish  an  edition  of 
letters  to  my  great  sorrow,  that  I  wished  to  make 
use  of  some  of  these  ;  nor  did  I  think  any  part  of 
my  correspondencies  would  do  me  a  greater  honour, 
and  be  really  a  greater  pleasure  to  me,  than  what 
might  preserve  the  memory  how  well  we  loved  one 
another.  1  find  the  deiui  was  not  quite  of  the  same 
opinion,  or  he  would  not,  I  Uiink,  have  denied  tliis. 
I  wish  some  of  those  sort  of  people  always  about  a 
great  man  in  wit,  as  well  as  a  great  man  in  power, 
have  not  an  eye  to  some  little  interest  in  getting  the 
whole  of  these  into  their  possession :  I  will  venture, 
however,  to  say  they  would  not  add  more  credit  to 
the  dean's  memory  by  their  management  of  them 
than  I  by  mine ;  and  if,  as  I  have  a  great  deal  of 


affection  for  htm,  I  haye  with  it  some  jad^rat  it 
least,  I  presume  my  conduct  herein  might  be  betui 
confided  in. 

Indeed  this  silence  is  bo  remarkable  it  sorphif 
me :  I  hope  in  God  it  is  not  to  be  attributed  to  i^int 
he  complains,  a  want  of  memory.  I  would  nthrr 
suffer  from  any  other  cause  than  what  woald  be  $.« 
unhappy  to  him.  My  sincere  love  for  this  valoaDl^, 
indeed,  incomparable  man,  will  accompany  him 
through  life,  and  pursue  his  memory  were  1  to  Ihr 
a  hundred  lives,  as  many  of  his  works  will  livr. 
which  are  absolutely  original,  unequalled^  Q£ei- 
ampled.  His  humanity,  his  charity,  his  oondf^cfl:- 
sion,  his  candour,  are  equal  to  his  wit,  and  rtqd'. 
as  good  and  true  a  taste  to  be  equally  valued.  >Vh.: 
all  this  must  die  (this  last  I  mean)  I  would  ebi.; 
have  been  the  recorder  of  so  great  a  part  of  k  -is 
shines  in  his  letters  to  me,  and  of  which  my  oxn  2r 
but  as  so  many  acknowledgments.  But  perhtfs  be- 
fore this  reaches  your  hands  my  cares  may  b«  ut  -i ; 
and  Curll  and  everybody  else  may  aay  and  \»  of  :^' 
as  they  will ;  the  dean,  old  as  he  is,  may  hire  u 
task  to  defend  me. 


TO  MR.  GIBSON. 

March  23,17 
Mr.  Gibson, — ^I  desire  you  will  give  my  bar. 
thanks  to  Mr.  Itichardson  for  the  fine  present  br  b< 
made  me  ;  and  I  thank  you  for  your  care  in  »d^ 
it  to  me  in  so  good  a  condition.  1  have  invited  «i^^ 
friends  to  dine  upon  it  with  me  to-morrow,  v^r: 
we  will  drink  his  health.  He  has  done  evetria: 
in  the  genteelest  manner,  and  I  am  much  oUi^  > 
him.    I  am  your  friend  and  aerrant, 

JoKAXBAX  Swm. 


FROM  MR.  POPB. 

M*rebJ3,lT3T 

Though  you  were  never  to  write  to  me,  yet  »*•*' 
you  desired  in  your  last,  that  I  would  write  if-^ 
to  you,  would  be  a  very  easy  task  ;  for  every  dsi  I 
talk  with  you,  and  of  you,  in  my  heart ;  and  1  or-- 
only  set  down  what  that  is  thinking  of.  The  annr 
I  ihid  myself  verging  to  that  period  of  life  \shict  .- 
to  be  labour  and  sorrow,  the  more  I  prop  ity^ 
uj^on  those  few  supports  that  are  left  me.  Feofx 
in  this  state  are  like  props  indeed ;  they  caz  ^ 
stand  alone,  but  two  or  more  of  theia  eaatiC'- 
leaning  and  bearing  upon  one  another.  I  wi^  ^  ^ 
and  I  might  pass  this  part  of  life  together.  My  eei^ 
necessary  care  is  at  an  end.  I  am  now  lay  «^ 
master  too  much  ;  my  house  ia  too  ian^;  a; 
gardens  furnish  too  much  wood  and  jpinmska  ^' 
my  use.  My  servants  are  sensible  and  tender^ 
me ;  they  have  intermarried,  and  are  becone  tH^*^ 
low  friends  than  servants ;  and  to  all  those  that ; 
see  here  with  pleasure  they  take  a  pleasure  in  bmu' 
useful.  I  conclude  this  is  your  case  too  in  jcr 
domestic  life,  and  I  sometimes  think  of  your  c  i! 
housekeeper  as  my  nurse,  though  I  tremble  at  th. 
sea  which  only  divides  us.  As  your  fears  are  ooc  •' 
great  as  mine,  and  I  firmly  hope  your  stren^  *^ 
much  greater,  is  it  utterly  impoaaible  it  mi|H>t  o^ 
more  be  some  pleasiu'e  to  you  to  see  En^andt  ^) 
sole  motive  in  proposing  France  to  meet  in  «ii  i^  * 
narrowness  of  the  passage  by  sea  from  hence,  tbe  p^; 
siciaus  having  told  me  the  weakness  of  my  hrtaii. 
&c.,  is  such  as  a  sea-sickness  might  endai^r  o; 
life.  Though  one  or  two  of  our  friends  ai^  ^*^  *• 
since  you  saw  your  native  country,  there  reoui-  * 
few  more  who  vvill  last  so  till  deatht  and  who  I  i^- 
not  but  hope  have  an  attractive  power  to  dn« :  • 
back  to  a  country  which  cannot  quite  be«us&'*' 
enslaved  while  such  spirits  remain.    And  let  at  '^ 
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roti  there  are  a  few  more  of  the  tune  tpirit  who 
vould  awaken  &U  your  old  ideas,  and  rerive  your 
in  pes  of  her  future  recoTery  and  virtue.  TheM 
ook  up  to  you  %nth  reverence,  and  would  be  ani- 
nnted  by  the  sight  of  him  at  whose  soul  they  have 
aken  Hre  in  his  writings,  and  derived  from  thence 
.%  much  loTe  of  ^their  species  as  is  consistent  with  a 
untempt  for  the  knaves  in  it. 

I  could  never  be  weary,  except  at  the  eyes,  of  writ- 
ng  to  you ;  but  my  real  reason  (and  a  strong  one  it 
t  is)  for  doing  it  so  seldom  is  fear;  fear  of  a  very 
;reat  and  experienced  evil,  that  of  my  letters  being 
.(•pt  by  the  partiality  of  friends,  and  passing  into 
ho  hands' and  malice  of  enemies  ;  who  publish  them 
(ith  ail  their  imperfections  on  their  head,  so  that  I 
vritp  not  on  tlie  common  terms  of  honest  men. 

Would  to  God  vou  would  come  over  with  lord 
)rrory,  Mhosc  care  of  you  in  the  voyage  I  could  so 
rrtii  Illy  depend  on;  and  bring  with  you  your  old 
loimokcoper  and  two  or  three  servants.  I  have  room 
or  all,  a  heart  for  all,  and  (think  what  you  will)  a 
ortunc  for  all.  We  could,  were  we  together,  contrive 
o  make  our  last  days  easy,  and  leave  some  sort  of 
Monument,  what  friends  two  wits  could  be  in  spite 
f  all  tlie  fools  in  the  world.     Adieu. 


FROM  LORD  CARTERET. 

Arlingtonitreet,  March  84. 1797. 
^in, — I  this  day  attended  the  cause*  you  recom- 
neiided  to  me  in  your  letter  of  the  3rd  of  January ;  the 
Icrrec  was  aflSrmed  most  unanimously,  the  appeal  ad- 
ui;ed  frivolous,  and  lUO/.  costs  given  to  the  respond- 
ut.  Lord  Bathurst  attended  likewise.  The  other 
ords  you  mention  I  am  very  little  acquainted  with ; 
o  I  cannot  deliver  your  messages,  though  I  pity  them 
n  being  out  of  your  favour.  Since  you  mention 
ireck,  I  must  tell  you  that  my  son  at  sixteen,  un« 
lerstAuds  it  better  'than  I  did  at  twenty,  and  I  tell 
lim,  "  Study  Greek,"  juJ  v)t*  v^«'«ti  rmTttw  Mitfutin^ 
Vt  iym9  iwt4¥fuintf  riMf .  He  knows  how  to  construe 
his,  and  I  have  the  satisfaction  to  believe  he  will  fall 
nto  the  sentiment;  and  then,  if  he  makes  no  figure, 
le  will  yet  be  a  happy  man. 

Your  late  lord-lieutenant  [duke  of  Doxset]  told 
tie  some  time  ago  he  thought  he  was  not  in  your 
iivour.  I  told  him  I  was  of  that  opinion,  and 
howcd  him  the  article  of  your  letter  relating  to  him- 
ilf ;  I  believe  I  did  wrong :  not  tliat  you  care  a  far- 
hizi^  for  princes  or  ministers,  but  because  it  was 
aitity  in  me  to  produce  your  acknowledgments  to 
Of  for  providing  for  people  of  learning,  some  of  which 

h.'ul  the  honour  to  promote  at  your  desire,  for  which 

Mill  think  myself  obliged  to  you.  And  I  have  not 
icurd  that  since  they  have  disturbed  the  peace  of 
lie  kingdom,  or  been  Jacobites,  in  disgrace  to  you 
ud  me. 

I  desire  you  will  make  my  sincere  respects  acccpt- 
blc  to  Mr.  Delany.  He  sent  me  potted  woodcocks 
ti  perfection,  which  lady  Granville,  my  wife,  and 
hilflren,  have  eat,  though  I  haie  not  yet  answered 
in  letter.  My  lady  Granville,  reading  your  post* 
c-ript,  bids  me  tell  you  that  she  will  send  you  a 
•re<«ent ;  and  if  she  kjiew  what  you  liked  she  would 
o  it  forthwith.  Let  me  know  and  it  shall  be  done, 
hat  the  first  of  the  family  may  no  longer  he  post- 
fined  by  you  to  the  third  place.  My  wife  and  lady 
Vor»eley  desire  their  respects  should  be  mentioned 
o  }uu  rhetorically ;  but  as  I  am  a  plain  peer  1  shall 
ay  nothing,  but  that  I  am  for  ever,  sir,  your  most 
tumble  and  obedient  servant,  Cahtciirt. 

Vhen  people  ask  me  how  I  governed  Ireland,  I  say 

that  I  pleased  Dr.  Swift. 

Qiiraitam  mi'titia  rame  •upcrbinm. 

A  An  appeal  depeading  betwecn^ccrtaln  pcrioos  of  the  name 
r  Dfliiiw. 


TO  JOHN  HAKBER,  ESQ. 
Aldsnuan  of  Lomdon. 

DuUiu.  Mareh  SO,  1737. 
Dbar  Mb.  Alderman, — ^You  wUi  read  the  character 
of  the  bearer,  Mr.  Lloyd,  which  he  is  to  deliver  to 
you,  signed  by  the  magistrates  and  chief  inhabitaiits 
of  Colrane.  It  seems  your  society  has  raised  the 
rents  of  that  town,  and  your  lands  adjoining,  about 
three  years  ago,  to  four  times  the  value  of  what  tliey 
formerly  paid ;  which  is  beyond  all  I  have  ever  heard 
even  among  the  most  screwing  landlords  of  this  im- 
poverished kingdom  ;  and  the  consequence  has  already 
been  that  many  of  your  tenants  in  the  said  town  and 
lands  are  preparing  for  their  removal  to  the  planta- 
tions in  America ;  for  the  same  reasons  that  are  driving 
some  thousands  of  families  in  the  adjoining  northern 
parts  to  the  same  plantations ;  I  mean  the  oppression 
by  landlords.  My  dear  friend,  you  are  to  consider 
that  no  society  can,  or  ought  in  prudence  or  justice, 
let  their  lands  at  so  high  a  rate  as  a  squire  who  lives 
upon  his  own  estate,  and  is  able  to  distrain  in  an 
hour's  warning.  All  bodies  corporate  must  give  easy 
bargains,  that  they  may  depend  upon  receiving  their 
rents,  and  thereby  be  ready  to  pay  all  the  incident 
charges  to  which  they  are  subject.  Thus  bishops, 
deans,  and  chapters,  as  well  as  other  corporations, 
seldom  or  never  let  their  lands  even  so  high  as  at  half 
the  value ;  and  when  they  raise  those  rents  which 
are  scandalously  low  it  is  ever  by  degrees.  I  have 
many  instances  of  this  conduct  in  my  own  practice, 
as  well  as  in  that  of  my  chapter.  Although  my  own 
lands,  as  dean,  be  let  for  four-fifths  under  their  value, 
1  have  not  raised  them  a  sixth  part  in  twenty- three 
years,  and  took  very  moderate  fines.  On  the  other 
side,  I  confess  there  is  no  reason  why  an  honourable 
society  should  rent  their  estate  for  a  trifle  ;  and  there- 
fore I  told  Mr.  Lloyd  my  opinion,  that  if  you  could 
be  prevailed  on  just  to  double  the  old  rent,  and  no 
more,  I  hoped  the  tenants  might  be  able  to  live  in  a 
tolerable  manner ;  for  I  am  as  much  convinced  as  I 
can  be  of  anything  human  that  this  wretched  op- 
pressed country  must  of  necessity  decline  ever)-  year. 
If,  by  a  miracle,  things  should  mend,  you  may  in  a 
future  renewal  make  a  moderate  increase  of  rent,  but 
not  by  such  leaps  as  you  are  now  taking ;  for  you 
ought  to  remember  the  fable  of  the  hen  who  laid 
every  second  day  a  golden  egg,  upon  which  her  mis- 
tress kilUnl  her  to  get  the  whole  lump  at  once.  I  am 
told  that  one  condition  in  your  charter  obliges  you 
to  plant  a  colony  of  Knglish  in  those  parts :  if  that 
be  so  you  are  too  wise  to  make  it  a  colony  of  Irish 
beggars.  Some  ill  consequences  have  already  hap- 
pened by  your  prodigious  increase  of  the  rent.  Many 
of  your  old  tenants  have  quitted  their  houses  in 
Colrane  ;  others  are  not  able  to  repair  their  habita- 
tions, which  are  daily  going  to  ruin,  and  many  of 
those  who  live  on  your  lauds  in  the  country  owe 
great  arrears,  wliich  they  will  never  be  in  a  condition 
to  pay.  I  would  not  have  said  thuH  much  in  an 
affair  and  about  persons  to  whom  I  am  an  utter 
stranger,  if  I  had  not  been  assured,  by  some  whom 
I  can  trust,  of  the  poor  condition  those  ])cuplc  in 
and  about  Colrane  have  lain  under  since  that  enor- 
mous increase  of  their  rents. 

The  bearer,  Mr.  Lloyd,  whom  1  never  saw  till 
yesterday,  seems  to  be  a  gentleman  of  great  truth 
and  good  sense  ;  he  has  no  interest  in  the  ca^^e,  for 
although  he  lives  at  Colrane  his  preferment  is  some 
miles  farther;  he  is  now  going  to  visit  his  father, 
who  lives  near  Wrexham,  not  far  from  Chester,  and 
from  thence,  at  the  desire  of  your  tenants  inland 
near  Colrane,  he  is  content  to  go  to  London  and 
wait  on  you  there  with  his  credentials.  If  he  has 
misrepresented  this  matter  to  me  in  any  one  par- 
ticular I  shall  never  be  his  advocate  again. 
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And  nowt  ray  dear  friend,  I  am  forced  to  tell  you 
that  my  health  is  very  much  decayed,  ray  deafness 
and  giddiness  are  more  frequent ;  spirits  I  hare  none 
left ;  my  memory  is  almost  gone.  The  public  cor- 
ruptions in  both  kingdoms  allow  me  no  peace  or 
quiet  of  mind.  I  sink  every  day,  and  am  older  by 
twenty  years  than  many  others  of  the  same  age.  I 
hope,  and  am  told,  that  it  is  better  with  you.  May 
you  live  as  long  as  you  desire ;  for  I  hare  lost  so 
many  old  friends  without  getting  any  new,  that  I 
must  keep  you  as  a  handsel  of  the  former.  I  am, 
my  long  dear  friend,  with  great  esteem  and  lore, 
your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

JoNATBAir  Bwirr. 


FROM  THE  EA.RL  OP  ORRERY. 

Cork,  April  3, 17S7, 
Dbab  Sib, — I  am  very  glad  there  are  twelve  thousand 
pounds  worth  of  halfpence  arrived  ;  they  are  twelye 
thousand  arguments  for  your  quitting  Ireland.  I 
look  upon  you  in  the  same  state  of  the  unfortunate 
Achaemenides  amidst  tyrants  and  monsters. — ^Do  you 
not  remember  the  description  of  Folypbeme  and  hit 
den! — 


Domut  saBle  daftiboaqae  craentLi 


Intofl  opnea,  Iiiboo*,  ipse  uduas.  altaqa«  palsat 
Sidera.  (Dii  talemterris  aveitile  pertem  I) 
Ntf  visu  f.icilU,  nee  tiictu  al^bilia  alii : 
Visceribus  miscroniin  et  aanguine  vetcitnr  atro.* 

Kemember  also,  that 

Centura  alii  curva  haw  habitant  ad  littora  vulgo 
lufaodi  Cyclopes,  et  altia  moutibof  errant.** 

Translate  these  lines,  and  come  away  with  me  to 
Marston ;  there  you  shall  enjoy  otium  cum  dignitate  ; 
there  you  shall  see  the  famous  SacBoekiBhkiuh  and 
his  two  pupils,  who  shall  attend  your  altars  with 
daily  incense ;  there  no  archbishops  can  intrude ; 
there  you  shall  be  the  sole  lord  and  master ;  while 
we  your  subjects  shall  learn  obedience  from  our 

happiness. If  you  ever  can  think  seriously,  think 

■o  now;  and  let  me  say  with  the  curate  of  my 
parish,  Consider  what  has  been  said  unto  you,  pon- 
der it  well,  lay  it  up  in  your  heart,  and  Ood  of  his 
infinite  mercy  direct  yon  ! — Mrs.  Whiteway  shall  be 
truly  welcome  to  Marston's  homely  shade.  Hector 
shall  fawn  upon  the  doctor ;  and  I  myself  will  be 
under  the  direction  and  government  of  sir  Robert 
Walpole. 

You  tell  me  I  am  to  carry  ft  load  for  you  to  Eng- 
land ;  llio  most  acceptablo  load  will  be  yourself,  and 
that  I  would  carry  with  ns  true  piety  as  ^neas  bore 
the  ancient  Anchises  on  his  shoulders  when  he  fled 
from  fire,  from  blood,  from  Greeks,  and  from  ruined 
Troy! 

Can  you  expect  that  lords  move  r^ularly  1  Is  it 
not  below  our  station  to  think  where  or  when  we 
are  to  gol  But  if  my  coach  and  six  is  in  order, 
perhaps  I  may  have  the  honour  to  start  a  hare  in 
8teven's-g^een  about  the  first  of  next  month.  In 
the  month  of  June  I  will  hope  to  set  sail  with  you 
to  England.     Mr.  Pope  wiU  come  out  beyond  the 

*  The  cave,  though  largo,  was  dark ;  the  diamal  floor 
Will  paved  wiUi  mangled  limba  onid  putrid  gore. 
One  monatrous  host,  of  more  tlian  human  aize, 
Erects  hU  head,  and  stares  within  the  skies : 
Bcllowiog  his  voice,  and  horrid  is  liis  hue ; 
Ye  gods,  remove  this  plague  from  mortal  view  I 
The  joints  of  slaughter'd  wmtcbes  are  tats  food. 
And  for  his  wine  he  quaOs  the  streaming  blood. ' 

DarDKV. 

^  Such  and  so  vast  as  Polypheme  appears, 

A  hundred  more  this  hate<l  ivlanfl  bears : 
'Like him.  in  caves  they  shut  their  woolly  sheep.  ^ 

Like  him,  their  herds  on  tops  of  mountains  keep; 

Like  him,  with  mighty  strides  they  stalk  ftom  ile«p  to  steep, 

DaTDXH. 


shore  to  meet  you :  you  will  exchange  Cyclops  for  mca: 
and  if  one  must  faU,  surely  the  choice  is  right : 


Si  pereo,  manibus  homlnum  periisae  juTabit  * 

My  next  shall  be  longer.  I  am  now  forced  to  tid 
you  farewell ;  but  hereafter  expect  my  whole  lif- 
and  conversation.  You  shall  certainly  haTC  th- 
cheeses :  if  you  will  come  to  Someraetahire  1  wili 
eat  one  for  joy  'f  the  best  in  England  are  made  i& 
my  manor. 

I  am  so  well  that  I  had  almost  forgot  to  answer 
that  kind  part  of  your  letter.  It  is  only  you  tht! 
can  add  health  and  happiness  to  your  rery  adk- 
tionate,  obliged,  and  faithful  servant,         OsaL&i. 


FBOH  THE  BARL  OF  OXFORD. 

Dove  I  sMert,  ApailT,  173T. 
Good  Mr.  Dean, — I  am  extremely  obliged  to  )-\^ 
for  several  letters  which  I,  with  great  ahame  ii«<i 
concern,  acknowledge  that  I  have  not  answered,  a* 
also  several  remembrances  of  me  and  my  family  h 
your  letters  to  Mr.  Pope:  I  stand  rery  strong} 
obliged  to  you  upon  these  accounts  ;  1  dare  s&}  yi^ 
will  do  me  that  justice  that  you  will  not  atthbt^ 
my  not  writing  to  proceed  from  any  neglect  cf  }ni 
or  from  any  forgetfulnesa :  I  am  certain  of  thu, 
that  I  do  retain  the  warmest  esteem  and  sinccrrr 
regard  for  you  of  any  one,  be  he  who  be  will :  vA 
therefore  I  hope  you  will  pardon  what  is  past,  arJ 
I  promise  to  amend  if  my  letters  would  in  the  les«t 
be  agreeable  to  you. 

One  reason  of  my  writing  to  you  noiw  is  (next  t 
my  asking  your  forgiyeneas)  this;  I  am  told  thai 
you  hsTS  given  leave  and  liberty  to  some  one  or 
more  of  your  friends  to  print  a  history  of  the  bst 
four  years  of  queen  Anne's  reign,  wrote  by  you. 

As  I  am  most  truly  sensible  of  your  constant  n- 
gard  and  sincere  friendship  for  my  lather,  even  to 
partiality  (if  I  may  say  so),  I  am  very  senstbte  ^f  thr 
share  and  part  he  must  bear  in  such  a  history ;  aad 
as  I  remember,  when  I  read  over  that  history  of 
yours,  I  can  recollect  that  there  seemed  to  me  a  waat 
of  some  papers  to  make  it  more  complete  vhict 
was  not  in  our  power  to  obtain  ;  beaides  there  wrr 
some  severe  things  said  which  nii^it  have  been  n>rT 
currently  talked  of^  but  now  will  want  3  \k%-%-*\ 
evidence  to  support ;  for  these  reasons  it  is  tha;  ! 
do  entreat  the  favour  of  you,  and  make  it  my  earar*>' 
request,  that  you  will  give  your  poaitiTe  dirrctkicr 
that  this  history  be  not  printed  and  published  unti! 
I  have  had  an  opportunity  of  seeing  it;  with  a 
liberty  of  showing  it  to  some  family  friends  wbon  I 
would  consult  upon  this  occasion.  I  beg  paid«*£ 
for  this ;  I  hope  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  grant  mi 
request :  I  do  it  with  great  deference  to  yo«u  If  1 
had  the  pleastire  of  seeing  yon  I  could  soon  s^ 
something  to  you  that  would  oonvinee  yon  I  am  nc< 
wrong :  they  are  not  proper  for  a  letter*  as  you  will 
easily  guess.  * 

My  wife  desires  your  acceptance  of  her  most  huff* 
hie  service ;  my  daughter  is  extremely  plnswd  wit^ 
the  notice  you  are  pleased  to  take  of  her;  she  » 
very  well ;  she  brought  me  another  grand-daughter 
last  month :  she  desires  your  acceptance  of  her  m'M 
humble  service,  and  would  be  glad  of  the  pleafforr 
of  seeing  you  here  in  England. 

The  duke  of  Portland  so  far  answers  our  expecta- 
tions that  indeed  he  exceeds  them,  for  he  makes  the 
best  husband,  the  best  lather,  and  the  beet  soa; 
these  qualities  are  I  assure  you  very  rare  ia  this  aff . 

I  wish  you  would  make  my  oompUmcnts  to  mv 
lord  Orrery ;  do  you  design  to  keep  him  with  yoa  ! 


*  I  die,  content  to  die  by  human  haads.— Darasir. 
^  The  earl  of  Orrery  hated  cheese  to  aoeh 
eould  scarcely  brar  the  sight  of  it 


dtffisa  that  te 
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r  do  not  blame  you  if  you  can.  I  am,  with  true 
>Ktopm  and  regard,  sir,  your  most  obliged  and  most 
Taithful  humble  senrant,  Oxford. 

[  wish  Master  Faulkner,  when  he  Bends  anything  to 
me,  would  say  how  you  do. 

TO  DR.  SHERIDAN. 

April  9, 1737. 
\boi  T   a   month  ago  I   rocelTed  your  last  letter, 
IV herein  you  complain  of  my   long   sUence;  what 
IV ill   you  do  when  I  am  so  long  in  answering t     I 
iaT<»  one  excuse  which  will  senre  all  my  friends  ;  I 
mi  quite  worn  out  with  disorders  of  mind  and  body; 
I  long  fit  of  deafness,  which  still  continues,  hath 
(inqualified  mo  for  conversing,  or  thinking,  or  read- 
in{?,  or  hearing;  to  all  this  is  added  an  apprehension 
:>f  iciddiness,  whereof  I  have  frequently  some  fright- 
ful touches.     Besides,  I  can  hardly  write  ten  lines 
v^tthout   twenty  blunders,  as  you  will  see  by  the 
number  of  scratchings  and  blots  before  this  letter  is 
lone :  into  the  bargain,  I  have  not  one  rag  of  me- 
mory left;   and  my  friends  have  all  forsaken  me 
except  Mrs.  Whiteway,  who  preserves  some  pity  for 
my  condition,  and  a  few  others  who  love  wine  that 
po?ils  them  nothing.     As  to  my  taking  a  journey  to 
(^aviin,  I  am  just  as  capable  as  of  a  voyage  to  China, 
or  of  running  races  at  Newmarket.     But,  to  speak  in 
the  LatmUaa  GrtUtaniana,  Tu  elamaa  meretrix  pri- 
ntua  ;  for  we  have  all  expected  you  here  at  Easter  as 
you  were  used  to  do.     Your  muster-roll  of  meat  is 
(rood,  but  of  drink  in  sup  port  able.     Yew  wan 
twine.     My  stress  Albavia  has  eaten  here  all  your 
hong  beef,  and  said  it  was  very  good.    The  affair  of 
hiirh  importance  in  their  family  is  that  Miss  Molly 
hath  issued  out  orders,  with  great  penalties,  to  be 
callod  Mrs.  Harrison;   which  caused  many  speck 

you'll  ash  owns. 1  am  now  come  to  the  noli  me 

tan  jerrj-,  which  begg  inns  wyth  mad  dam. — So  I  will 
«t)  on  by  the  strength  of  my  own  wit  upon  points  of 
the  high  est  imp  or  taunts.  I  have  been  very  cu- 
rious m  considering  that  fruitful  word  Ung ;  which 
explains  many  fine  qualities  in  ladies,  such  as  grow 
fing,  ray  ling,  tip  ling,  (seldom)  toy  ling,  tnumb  ling, 
gntmb  ling,  cur  ling,  puss  ling,  Intss  Ung,  strovo  ling, 
ramb  ling,  quarry  Ung,  tatt  Ung,  whiffling,  dabb  ling, 
(loub  ling.  These  are  but  as  ample  o  fan  hunn  dread 
mower;  they  have  all  got  cold  this  winter,  big 
owing  tooth  in  lick  lad  ink  old  wet  her,  an  dare  ink 

you  rabble. Well,  I  triumph  over  you.  Is  com 

urine  cap  a  city.  Pray,  tell  me,  does  the  land  of 
Quilca  pay  any  renti  or  is  any  paid  by  the  tenant! 
or  is  there  not  any  part  of  ftO/,  to  be  goti  But  be- 
fore you  make  complaints  of  ill  payments  fi^m  your 
school  I  will  declare  I  was  never  so  ill  paid  as  now, 
e\cn  by  my  richer  debtors.  I  have  finished  my  will 
for  the  last  time,  wherein  I  left  some  little  legacy 
which  you  are  not  to  receive  till  you  shall  be  entirely 
out  of  my  debt,  and  paid  all  you  owe  to  my  exe- 
cutors. And  I  have  made  very  honourable  mention 
of  you  in  the  will  as  the  consideration  of  my  leaving 
tht»«e  legacies  to  you. 

Explain  this  proverb,  Salt  dry  Jtsh,  and  the  wed* 
ding  gold,  is  the  vice  of  women  both  young  and  old. 
Yes,  )ou  have  it  i  nam  o  mento  time. 

The  old  hunks  Shepherd  has  buried  his  only  son, 
who  was  a  young  hunks  come  to  age. 

roSTSCRIPT. 

Here  is  a  rhyme  ;  it  is  a  satire  on  an  inconstant 

lover  :— 

Yuit  »n)  %M  Ikitklew  m  a  CarthaKiaian, 

Tl)  love  atouoe,  Kato.  NcU,  Doll,  .Martlu,  Jonny,  Anne. 

A  Specimen  of  Latitiitas  Grattaniana. 

Ron  ludam  dimbolan  taper  duos  baculos  cum  te 
Voca  itupcr  m«  eras. 


Proflecto  ego  dabo  tibi  tunm  ventrem  plenum  legU. 

8ine  mo  anlum  cum  lUo.    Ego  capiam  tempus. 

Quid  pestii  veUes  ta  eue  spud  ? 

1^  fkdam  to  Aimare, 

Due  nxorom  veni  super. 

%o  dabo  tibi  pyzidem  in  aure. 

Ego  &riam  te  aecare  saltum. 

Veni,  veni.  iolve  tuum  »otum,  et  Ike  non  plnra  verba. 

Id  en  plus  expend  quam  voneimtio. 

Si  tu  et  pro  Ic^e.  dabo  ttbi  legem,  tuum  ventrem  plenum. 

Ut  diabolus  volutt  habere  id. 

Quid  est  materia  tecum.? 

Tn  habos  vetui  proverbium  luper  tnam  Istus  :  Nihil  esl  ana* 
quam  in  pf  riculo. 

Captf  me  apud  illud,  et  luspende  me. 

Ego  capio  te  apud  tuum  verbum. 
Tu  venls  in  farti  tempore. 

&t  formosna  eorporatna  hnnio  In  faaie. 

Eane  tu  super  pro  omui  die  ? 

Monus :  Esae  tu  ibi  cum  tuia  unds  ? 

Ille  eat  ex  auper  suam  servationem. 

Tu  es  carocr  avi«. 

Ego  amo  mendaoem  In  meo  eoido,  et  tu  aptM  me  ad  eriaem 

Eilo  dieam  tibi  quid:  hie  eat  magnua  clamor,  et  parva  Una. 

Quid !  tu  es  super  tuum  altum  e<iiium. 
Tu  nuDouam  aerv&Bti  tiium  verbum. 

Efic  eat  diabolua  et  omne  agere. 

yiane  tu  ease  lam  bonus*  quam  tonm  verbna  ? 

Ego  fiaciam  poraum  vel  canem  da  id. 

Ego  florvo  hue  pro  pluvioao  die. 

Ego  possum  focere  id  cum  digito  madMo. 

Profecto  ego  balmi  nullum  maunm  in  id. 

Eme  tu  in  aure  nido  } 

Tu  es  homo  extranei  reuia. 

Precor.  ambula  raner. 

Ego  feci  amorem  ^rgini  honoris. 

Quomodo  venit  id  circum,  auod  tu  ludis  stnltum  Ita  ? 

Vos  ibi,  fbc  viam  pro  meo  aomino. 

Omuea  aocii  apod  pedem  pilam. 

Famine  et  liuteum  aapiciunt  optimi  per  candel*  luoem* 


TO  MR.  RICHARDSON. 

April ».  17S7. 
Sir, — I  have  wondered,  since  I  have  had  the  favour 
to  know  you,  what  could  possibly  pot  you  upon 
your  civility  to  me.     Ton  have  invited  me  to  your 
house,  and  proposed  everytiiing  according  to  my  own 
scheme  that  would  make  me  easy.    You  have  loaded 
mc  with  presents,  although  it  never  lay  in  my  power 
to  do  you  any  sort  of  &vour  or  advantage.     I  have 
had  a  salmon  from  you  of  261b.  weight,  another  of 
18Ib.,  and  the  last  of  141b. :  upon  whieh  my  ill- 
natured  friends  descant  that  I  am  declining  in  your 
good.will  by  the  declining  of  weight  in  your  salmon. 
They  would   have  had   your    salmon    double    the 
weight :  the  second  should  have  been  of  521b.,  the 
third  of  I04lb.,  and  the  last  of  2081b.     It  seems  this 
is  the  way  of  Dublin  computors,  who  think  you  coun- 
try gentlemen  have  nothing  to  do  but  to  oblige  us 
citizens,  who  are  not  hound  to  make  you  the  least 
return  further  than,  when  you  come  hither,  to  meet 
you  by  chance  in  a  cofibehotise,  and  ask  you  what 
tavern  you  dine  in,  and  there  pay  your  club.     I  in- 
tend to  deal  with  you  in  the  same  manner ;  and  if 
you  come  to  town  for  three  months  I  will  invite  yon 
once  to  dinner,  for  which  I  shall  expect  to  stay  a 
whole  [year  with  you ;  and  you  will  be  bound  to 
thank  me  for  honouring  your  house.     You  saw  me 
ill  enough  wheu  I  had  the  honour  to  see  you  at  the 
deanery.     Mrs.  TVhitcway,  my  cousin,  and  the  only 
cousin  I  own,  remembers  she  was  here  in  your  com- 
pany, and  desires  to  present  her  humble  service  to 
you  ;  and  no  wonder,  for  you  sent  so  much  salmon 
that  I  was  forced  to  give  her  a  part.     Some  ten  days 
ago  there  came  to  see  me  one  Mr.  Lloyd,  a  clergyman 
who  lives,  as  I  remember,  near  Colrane.     He  had  a 
commission  from  the  people  in  and  about  that  town 
which  bcloni^  to  the  London   Society.      It  seems 
that  three  years  ago  the  society  increased  their  rents 
from  300/.  to  1200/.  a-year;  since  which  time  the 
town  is  declined,  the  tenants  neglect  their  houses, 
and  the  country  tenants  are  not  able  to  live.     I  writ 
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a  letter  by  him  to  aidermiui  Barber,  becaase  their 
demands  seem  Tery  extravagant ;  but  I  bad  no  other 
reason  for  doing  so  than  the  ample  commission  he 
had  from  the  town  of  Colrane.  I  wish  I  knew  your 
sentiments  in  this  affair.  I  never  saw  the  gentle- 
man before ;  but  the  commission  he  had  encouraged 
me  BO  far  that  I  could  not  refuse  him  the  letter. 
Although  I  was  ill  enough  when  I  saw  you,  I  am 
forty  times  worse  at  present,  and  am  no  more  able  to 
be  your  guest  this  summer  than  to  travel  to  America. 
I  have  been  this  month  so  ill  with  a  g^ddy  head,  and 
so  very  deaf,  that  I  am  not  fit  for  human  conversa- 
tion :  besides,  my  spirits  are  so  low  that  I  do  not 
think  anything  worth  minding;  and  most  of  my 
friends  with  very  great  justice  have  forsaken  me.  I 
find  you  deal  with  Faulkner.  I  have  read  his 
**  Kollin's  History."  The  translator  did  not  want 
knowledge  enough,  but  is  a  coxcomb  by  running 
into  those  cant  words  and  phrases  which  have  spoiled 
our  language  and  will  spoil  it  more  every  day.  Your 
presents  are  so  numerous  that  I  had  almost  forgot  to 
thank  you  for  the  cheese ;  against  which  there  can 
be  no  objection  but  that  of  too  much  rennet,  for 
which  I  so  often  wish  ill  to  the  housewife.  I  am, 
sir,  with  true  esteem,  your  most  obedient  humble 
servant,  Jonathan  Swift. 

FROM  MR.  RICHARDSON. 

April  17. 1737, 

Revebend  Sir, — I  returned  last  night  from  Derry, 
where  I  have  been  for  some  time  past,  and  where 
you  will  be  received  with  great  respect.  I  pleased 
myself  with  the  hopes  of  finding  at  home  an  account 
of  the  time  you  design  being  here.  My  disappoint- 
ment occasions  you  this  trouble  ;  and  I  hope  you 
will  suffer  that  which  can  do  it  best  to  plead  my  ex- 
cuse for  being  so  importunate. 

Sir,  I  take  the  country  to  be  as  pleasant  the  latter 
end  of  this,  and  all  the  next,  month,  as  any 'in  the 
year ;  the  fields  are  putting  on  their  gayest  liveries 
to  receive  you  ;  the  birds  will  warble  their  sweetest 
notes  to  entertain  you ;  and  the  waters  in  the  river 
Bann,  when  they  come  in  view  of  your  apartment, 
will  tumble  in  great  hurry  to  wait  on  you,  and  leave 
you  with  reluctance. 

I  must  brag  of  my  situation,  and  will  pawn  my 
credit  with  you  in  those  matters,  that  you  will  pro- 
nounce it  the  most  delightful  you  have  seen  in  Dub- 
lin at  least. 

Sir,  I  will  not  conceal  from  you  any  longer  a  self- 
interest  I  have  in  honouring  this  place  with  your 
presence.  All  the  enclosures  I  intend  in  my  demesne 
are  now  finished,  and  I  am  ready  to  begin  what  I 
intend  by  way  of  ornament ;  but  until  I  am  fixed  in 
the  scheme  of  the  whole,  which  I  would  have  adapted 
in  Uie  best  manner  to  the  place,  I  would  do  nothing. 
I  have  delayed  coming  to  a  final  resolution  till  I  shall 
have  the  opportunity  of  entreating  your  opinion  and 
assistance  after  viewing  the  whole.  It  will  perhaps 
afford  yourself  no  disagreeable  amusement,  and  oc- 
casion something  elegant  and  correct  in  miniature, 
where  nature  has  almost  done  everything.  When  you 
let  me  know  that  you  have  fitted  your  stages,  I  will 
contrive  to  meet  you  as  far  as  Armagh  or  Stewart- 
town.  I  will  only  add  that  it  is  one  that  loves  you, 
«•  well  as  admires  you,  that  is  thus  troublesome  to 
you ;  and  that  I  am,  with  the  greatest  truth,  as  well 
as  esteem,  sir,  your  most  humble  and  most  obedient 
servant,  William  Richardson. 


TO  MR.  RICHARDSON. 

DubUD,  April  80»  1737. 
Sir, — If  it  had  pleased  God  to  restore  me  to  any 
degree  of  health,  I  should  have  been  setting  out  on 


Monday  next  to  your  house;  but  I  find  inch  s 
weekly* decay,  that  has  made  it  impuswibilc  for  we 
to  ride  above  five  or  six  miles  at  fiutbcst.  axid  I 
always  return  the  same  day  heartily  tired.  I  have 
not  an  ounce  of  flesh  or  a  dram  of  spirits  left  me ;  y  tt 
my  greatest  load  is  not  my  years  but  my  infimiiun. 
In  England,  before  I  was  twenty,  I  got  a  culd  whkh 
gave  me  a  deafness  that  I  could  never  dear  mj^trlf 
of.  Although  it  came  but  seldom,  and  lasted  bat  % 
few  days,  yet  my  left  ear  has  never  been  well  unce ; 
but  when  the  deafness  comes  on  I  can  hear  vith 
neither  ear,  except  it  be  a  woman  with  a  treble  as-l 
a  man  with  a  counter-tenor.  This  unqualific*  me  i-z 
any  mixed  conversation :  and  the  fits  of  deafness  io- 
crease ;  for  I  have  now  been  troubled  with  it  ii^«r 
seven  weeks,  and  it  is  not  yet  lessened,  which  ei- 
tremely  adds  to  my  mortification.  I  should  not  ht^e 
been  so  particular  in  troubling  you  with  mj  aUment^ 
if  they  had  not  been  too  good  an  excuse  for  m>  in- 
ability to  venture  anywhere  beyond  the  {prospect  J 
this  town. 

I  am  the  more  obliged  to  your  great  civtlities  br> 
cause  I  declare,  without  affectation,  that  it  never  Ut 
in  my  power  to  deserve  any  one  of  them.  I  fin*!  Hv 
the  conversation  I  have  had  with  you  Uiat  you  oc- 
derstand  a  court  very  well  for  your  time,  and  are  wA 
known  to  the  minister  on  the  other  aide.  The  eo&- 
sequence  of  which  is,  that  it  lies  in  my  power  to 
undo  you,  only  by  letting  it  be  known  at  St.  Jaiii£»'i 
that  you  are  perpetually  sending  me  prescnls  ud 
holding  a  constant  correspondence  with  me  by  letim. 
Another  unwary  step  of  yours  is,  inviting  me  to  yojr 
house,  which  will  render  your  election  desperate,  t  j 
making  all  your  neighbour  squires  represent  you  u 
a  person  disaffected  to  the  government.  Thus  I  iau 
you  at  my  mercy  on  two  accounts,  unless  you  hx^e 
some  new  court  refinements  to  turn  the  g:uilt  ap>« 
me.  I  wrote  a  long  letter  some  weeks  ago :  bot  I 
could  not  find  by  the  messenger  of  your  last  sahaco 
that  he  knew  anything  of  that  letter  ;  for  you  uke. 
in  every  circumstance,  a  special  care  that  1  m%j 
know  nothing  more  than  of  a  salmon  being  left  at 
the  deanery.  Thus  there  is  a  secret  commerce  be- 
tween your  servant  and  my  butler.  The  first  writ'n 
a  letter  to  the  otlier — says  the  carriage  is  paid,  thxt 
the  salmon  weighs  so  much,  and  was  sent  by  L^ 
master  to  me.  If  some  of  our  patriots  should  hap- 
pen to  discover  the  management  of  this  intrigor, 
they  would  inform  the  privy  council,  from  which  mz 
order  would  be  brought  by  a  messenger  to  seise  vn 
the  salmon,  have  it  opened,  and  search  all  its  entra^k 
to  find  some  letter  of  dangerous  consequence  to  t^L 
state.  I  believe  I  told  you  in  my  former  letter  th\( 
Mr.  Lloyd,  a  clergyman,  minister  of  Colrane,  but 
who  lives  four  miles  from  it,  came  to  me  upon  h*f 
going  to  England,  to  see  his  old  father  in  Chester, 
and  from  thence  goes  to  London  to  wait  upon  thi 
society.  He  showed  me  very  ample  credentiah  fi  a 
the  magistrates  of  Colrane  to  deliver  to  the  socKhu 
upon  some  hard  things  that  colony  lies  under.  I: 
seems,  about  three  years  ago  their  lease  vras  cot ; 
the  rent  was  300/.  a-  year;  but  upon  the  renews!  it 
was  raised  to  12002.,  which  was  beyond  what  I  hn^ 
known  in  leases  from  corporations.  I  had  never  m^s 
or  heard  of  Mr.  Lloyd.  He  is  middle  aged,  and  w^lks 
with  a  stick  as  if  he  were  infirm.  I  wrote  by  him  to 
alderman  Barber,  putting  the  case  as  Mr.  Uoyd  s^^* 
it  me,  who  says  that  the  townsfolks  and  tenaato  of 
the  estate  round  Colrane  would  be  content  to  donblf 
the  rent ;  but  that  the  present  prodigioos  additk« 
had  made  the  townsfolks  let  their  huildmgs  decsv, 
and  the  country  tenants  were  in  despair.  1  tbrr 
wondered  you  came  to  mention  nothing'  of  th»  u* 
me,  since  you  are  concerned  for  the  eociely.    If  Vr. 
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Lloyd  has  not  fairly  represented  the  mittor  he  hss 
not  behared  himseUP  •uitable  to  bis  fonction :  how- 
ever, pray  let  me  know  the  truth  of  the  matter,  and 
how  he  came  to  be  employed :  only  I  tind  that  he  is 
not  known  to  any  of  my  acquaintance  that  I  have  seen 
since. 

Pray  God  preserve  you,  sir,  and  give  you  all  the 
good  success  that  I  am  convinced  you  deserve. 

I  am,  with  true  esteem  and  gratitude,  your  most 
obedient  and  obliged  servant,     Jonathan  Swirr. 


TO  DR.  SHERIDAN. 

May  22.  1737. 
I  WILL  on  Monday  (this  b  Saturday,  May  22,  as  you 
^vill  read  above  iu  this  date)  send  to  talk  to  Mr. 
Smith  :  but  I  distrust  your  canguinity  so  much  (by 
my  own  desponding  temper)  that  I  know  not  whether 
that  affair  of  your  Justiceship  be  iixed,  but  I  shall 
know  next  week,  and  write  or  act  accordingly.  I 
battled  in  vain  with  the  duke  and  his  clan  against 
the  lowering  of  gold,  which  is  Just  a 'kind  settle- 
ment upon  England  of  25,000/.  a- year  for  ever  :  yet 
some  of  my  friends  differ  from  me,  though  all  agree 
that  the  absentees  will  Just  be  so  much  gainers.  I 
am  excessively  glad  that  your  diiBcutty  of  breathing 
is  over ;  for  what  is  life  but  breath  1  I  mean  not 
that  of  our  nostrils,  but  our  lungs.  You  must  in 
summer  ride  every  half*  holiday,  and  go  to  church 
every  Sunday  some  miles  off.  The  people  of  Eng- 
land are  copying  from  us  to  plague  the  clergy,  but 
they  intend  for  to  outdo  the  original.  I  wish  1  were 
to  be  born  next  centur}*,  when  we  shall  be  utterly  rid 
of  parsons,  of  which,  God  be  thanked,  you  are  none 
M  present ;  and  until  your  bishop  give  you  a  living, 
I  will  leave  off  (except  this  letter)  giving  you  the 
title  of  reverend.  I  did  write  him  lately  a  letter 
tvith  a  witness,  relating  to  his  printer  of  "  Quadrille," 
(did  you  ever  see  itt)  with  which  he  half  ruined 
Faulkner.  He  promises  (against  his  nature)  to  con- 
sider him,  but  interposed  an  exception,  which  I  be- 
lieve will  destroy  the  whole.  Mrs.  White  way  gives 
herself  airs  of  loving  you  ;  but  do  not  trust  her  too 
much,  for  she  grows  disobedient,  and  si^  she  is 
going  for  to  get  another  ftvourite.  In  short,  she  calls 
)  ou  names,  and  has  neither  Mr.  nor  Dr.  on  her  tongue, 
but  calls  you  plain  Sheridan,  and  pox  take  you.  She 
is  not  with  me  now,  else  she  would  read  this  in  spite 
of  me  ;  and,  between  ourselves,  she  sets  up  to  be  my 
governor.  I  wish  you  had  sent  me  the  christian  name 
uf  Knatchbull,\and  I  would  have  written  to  him ;  but 
I  will  see  him  on  Monday,  if  he  will  be  visible.  The 
poem  on  *' Legion  Club"  is  so  altered  and  enlarged, 
as  I  hear,  (for  I  only  saw  the  original,)  and  so 
damnably  murdered,  that  they  have  added  many  of 
the  club  to  the  true  number.  I  hear  it  is  charged  to 
mc,  mth  great  personal  Uireatenlngs  from  the  pup- 
picD  offended.  Some  say  tliey  will  wait  for  revenge 
tu  their  next  meeting.  Others  say  the  privy-council 
will  summon  the  suspected  author.*  If  I  could  get 
the  true  copy  I  would  send  it  you.  Your  bishop 
(Dr.  Hort)  writes  me  word  that  the  real  author  is 
manifest  by  the  work.  Your  loss  of  flesh  is  nothing 
if  it  be  made  up  with  spirit.  God  help  him  who  hath 
neither,  I  mean  myself.  I  believe  I  shall  say  with 
Horace,  N<m  omni$  moriar;  for  half  my  body  is  al> 
ready  spent. 

FROM  THE  HON.  MISS  DAVYS. 

May  27,  1737. 

Sir, — I  know  you  are  always  pleased  to  do  sets  of  cha- 
rity, which  encourages  me  to  take  the  liberty  of  recom- 
mending a  boy  about  ten  yeara  old,  the  bearer  of  this, 

a  Seoetaty  to  lord-cfaaaesUor  WyodhsBi. 


to  your  goodness,  to  h^  yon  would  employ  it  in  get- 
ting him  pat  into  the  Bluecoat  Hospital.  I  received 
the  enclosed  letter  from  him  this  morning.  Your 
compliance  with  this  request,  and  pardon  for  this 
trouble,  will  oblige,  sir,  your  most  humble  and  most 
obedient  servant,  M.  Davts. 


TO  MB.  FOPK. 

Dahlia.  May  81, 1737. 
It  is  true  I  owe  you  some  letters,  but  it  has  pleased 
God  that  I  have  not  been  in  a  condition  to  pay  you. 
When  you  shall  be  at  my  age,  perhaps  you  may  lie 
under  the  same  disability  to  your  present  or  future 
friends.  But  my  age  is  not  my  disability,  for  I  can 
walk  six  or  seven  miles  and  ride  a  doten.  But  I  am 
deaf  for  two  months  together.  This  deafness  un- 
qualiiies  me  for  all  company,  except  a  few  friends 
with  counter-tenor  voices,  whom  1  can  call  names 
if  they  do  not  speak  loud  enough  for  my  ears.  It  is 
this  evil  that  has  hindered  me  from  venturing  to  the 
Bath  and  to  Twickenham ;  for  deafness,  being  not  a 
frequent  disorder,  has  no  allowance  given  it ;  and 
the  scurvy  iigure  a  man  affected  that  way  makes  in 
company  is  utterly  insupportable. 

It  was  1  began  with  the  petition  to  you  of  Oma 
me,  and  now  you  come,  like  an  unfair  merchant,  to 
charge  me  with  being  in  your  debt;  which,  by  your 
way  of  reckoning,  I  must  always  be,  for  yours  are 
alwaj's  guineas  and  mine  farthings ;  and  yet  I  have 
a  pretence  to  quarrel  with  you,  because  I  am  not  at 
the  head  of  any  one  of  your  epistles.  I  sm  often 
wondering  how  you  come  to  excel  all  mortals  ou  the 
subject  of  morality,  even  in  the  poetical  way ;  and 
should  have  wondered  more  if  nature  and  education 
had  not  made  you  a  professor  of  it  from  your  infancy. 

All  the  letters  I  can  find  of  youn  I  have  fastened 
in  a  folio  cover,  and  the  rest  in  bundles  endorsed ; 
but,  by  reading  their  dates,  I  find  a  chasm  of  six 
yean,  of  which  I  can  find  no  copies ;  and  yet  I  keep 
them  with  all  possible  care :  but  I  have  been  forced, 
on  three  or  four  occasions,  to  send  all  my  papers  to 
some  friends,  yet  those  papers  were  all  sent  sealed  iu 
bundles  to  some  faithful  friends ;  however,  what  I 
have  are  not  much  above  sixty.  I  found  nothing  iu 
any  one  of  them  to  be  left  out :  none  of  them  ha\c 
anything  to  do  with  party,  of  which  you  are  tlie 
clearest  of  all  men,  by  your  religion  and  the  whole 
tenor  of  your  life  ;  while  I  am  raging  every  moment 
against  the  corruption  of  both  kingdoms,  especially 
of  this,  such  is  my  weakness. 

\  have  read  your  **  Epistle  of  Horace  to  Augustus  :*' 
it  ivas  sent  me  in  the  English  edition  as  soon  as  it 
could  come.  They 'are  printing  it  in  a  small  octavo. 
The  curious  are  looking  out,  some  for  flattery,  some 
for  ironies  in  it ;  the  sour  folks  think  they  have  foiuid 
out  some  :  but  your  admirers  here,  I  mean  every  man 
of  taste,  affect  to  be  certain  that  the  profession  of 
friendship  to  mc  in  the  same  poem  will  not  suffer 
you  to  be  thought  a  flatterer.  My  happiness  is  that 
you  arc  too  far  engaged,  and  in  spite  of  you  the  ages 
to  come  will  celebrate  me,  and  know  you  are  a  friend 
who  loved  and  esteemed  me,  although  I  died  the  ob- 
ject of  court  and  party  hatred. 

Pray  who  is  that  Mr.  Glover  who  wrote  the  epic 
poem  called  **  Leonidas,**  which  is  reprinting  here,  and 
has  great  vogue  t  We  have  frequently  good  poems 
of  late  from  London.  1  have  Just  read  one  upon 
"Conversation,"  and  two  or  three  others.  But  the 
crowd  do  not  encumber  you,  who,  like  the  orator  or 
preacher,  stand  aloft,  and  are  seen  above  the  rest, 
more  than  the  whole  assembly  below. 

I  am  able  to  write  no  more  ;  and  this  is  my  tbiid 
endeavour,  which  is  too  weak  to  finish  the  paper:   I 
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am,  my  dearest  friend,  yonn  sincerely,  as  long  as  If 
can  write,  or  speak,  or  think.        Jonathan  Swift. 

TO  THE  EARL  OF  OXFORD. 

June  14.  1737. 

My  Lord,— I  had  the  honour  of  a  letter  from  yoor 
lordship,  dated  April  the  7th,  which  I  was  not  pre- 
pared to  answer  until  this  time.  Your  lordship  must 
needs  have  known  that  the  history  you  mention,  of 
the  **  Four  last  Yearsof  the  Queen's  Reign,"  waswrit- 
ten  at  Windsor,  just  upon  finishing  the  peace ;  at 
which  time  your  father  and  my  lord  Bolingbroke 
had  a  misunderstanding  with  each  other  that  was 
attended  with  very  bad  consequences.  When  I  came 
to  Ireland  to  take  this  deanery  (after  the  peace  was 
made)  I  could  not  stay  here  aboye  a  fortnight,  being 
recalled  by  a  hundred  letters  to  hasten  back,  and  to 
use  my  endeayours  in  reconciling  those  ministers. 
I  left  them  the  historj*  you  mention,  which  I  finished 
at  W'indsor,  to  the  time  of  the  peace.  When  I  re- 
turned  to  England  I  found  their  quarrels  and  cold- 
ness increased.  I  laboured  to  reconcile  them  as 
much  as  I  was  able :  I  contriyed  to  bring  them  to 
my  lord  Masham's,  at  St.  James's.  My  lord  and 
lady  Masham  left  us  together.  I  expostulated  with 
them  both,  but  could  not  find  any  good  consequences. 
I  was  to  go  to  Windsor  next  day  with  my  lord-trea- 
surer ;  I  pretended  business  that  preyented  me  ;  ex- 
pecting they  would  come  to  some  •••♦.*  But  I 
followed  them  to  Windsor ;  where  my  lord  Boling- 
broke told  me  that  my  scheme  had  come  to  nothing. 
Things  went  on  at  the  same  rate ;  they  grew  more 
estranged  every  day.  My  lord-treasurer  found  his 
credit  daily  declining.  In  May  before  the  queen 
died  I  had  my  last  meeting  with  them  at  my  lord 
Masham's.  He  left  us  together;  and  therefore  I 
spoke  very  freely  to  them  both  ;  and  told  them  •*  I 
would  retire,  for  I  found  all  was  gone."  Lord 
Bolingbroke  whispered  me,  **  I  was  in  the  right." 
Your  father  said,  "  All  would  do  well."  I  told  him 
**  that  I  would  go  to  Oxford  on  Monday,  since  I 
found  it  was  impossible  to  be  of  any  use."  I  took 
coach  to  Oxford  on  Monday ;  went  to  a  friend  in 
Berkshire ;  there  stayed  until  the  queen's  death ; 
and  then  to  my  station  here ;  where  I  stayed  tweWe 
years,  and  never  saw  my  lord  your  father  after^vard. 
They  could  not  agree  about  printing  the  **  History  of 
the  Four  last  Years :"  and  therefore  I  have  kept  it  to 
this  time,  when  I  determine  to  publish  it  in  London, 
to  the  confusion  of  all  those  rascals  who  have  ac- 
cused the  queen  and  that  ministry  of  making  a  bad 
peace ;  to  which  that  party  entirely  owes  the  pro- 
testant  succession.  I  was  then  in  the  greatest  trust 
and  confidence  with  your  father  the  lord-treasurer, 
as  well  as  with  my  lord  Bolingbroke,  and  all  others 
who  had  part  in  Uie  administration.  I  had  all  the 
letters  from  the  secretary's  office  during  the  treaty 
of  peace :  out  of  those,  and  what  I  learned  from  the 
ministry,  I  formed  that  history,  which  I  am  now 
going  to  publish  for  the  information  of  posterity, 
and  to  control  the  most  impudent  falsehoods  which 
have  been  published  since.  I  wanted  no  kind  of 
materials.  I  *knew  your  father  better  than  you 
could  at  that  time ;  and  I  do  impartially  tliink  him 
the  most  virtuous  minister  and  the  most  able 
that  ever  I  remembered  to  have  read  of.  If  your 
lordship  has  any  particular  circumstances  that  may 
fortify  what  I  have  said  in  the  history,  such  as  let- 
ters or  materials,  I  am  content  theyjshould  be  printed 
at  the  end  by  way  of  appendix.  I  loved  my  lord 
your  father  better  than  any  other  man  in  the  world, 
although  I  had  no  obligation  to  him  on  the  score  of 

■  Here  is  a  blank  left  for  swmo  word  or  other  j  such  as  agree- 
lt•el•^  recuncitiation»  or  tlic  like. 


preferment;  hanng  been  driven  to  tins  wMcked 
kingdom,  to  which  I  was  almost  a  atranger,  by  ka 
want  of  power  to  keep  me  in  what  I  ought  to  call 
my  own  country',  although  I  happened  to  be  dropped 
here,  and  was  a  year  old  before  I  left  it;  and,  to nj 
sorrow,  did  not  die  before  I  came  back  to  it  again. 
I  am  extremely  glad  of  the  fetieity  yon  have  in  yoor 
alliancea ;  ana  desire  to  present  my  moat  huiaUe 
respects  to  my  lady  Oxfonl  and  your  daughter  tiie 
duchess*  As  to  the  history,  it  is  only  of  a&in 
which  I  know  very  well ;  and  had  all  the  adva&tsfn 
possible  to  know,  when  you  were  in  some  sort  but  a 
lad.  One  great  design  of  it  is,  to  do  justice  to  tbe 
ministry  at  that  time,  and  to  refute  all  the  objection 
against  them,  as  if  they  had  a  design  of  briiigii«  n 
popery  and  the  pretender  :  and  further  to  dcm»»t- 
strate  that  the  present  settlement  of  the  crown  »v 
chiefly  owing  to  my  lord  your  father.  I  can  n^rn 
expect  to  see  England  :  I  am  now  too  old  and  ti«j 
sickly,  added  to  almost  a  perpetual  deafness  and  r-^'- 
diness.  I  live  a  most  domestic  life  :  I  want  nothi'« 
that  is  necessary ;  but  I  am  in  a  cursed,  factinis. 
oppressed,  miserable  country ;  not  made  so  by  Latar>. 
but  by  the  slavish,  hellish  principles  of  an  execrab^ 
prevailing  faction  in  it. 

Farewell,  my  lord.  I  have  tired  yon  and  mjsrfC 
I  desire  again  to  present  my  most  humble  respects 
to  my  lady  Oxford  and  the  duchess  your  daui;ht»^. 
Pray  God  preserve  you  long  and  happy  I  1  shaU  dilt- 
gently  inquire  into  your  conduct  from  those  whoitil 
tell  me.  You  have  hitherto  continued  tight :  let  mt 
hear  that  you  persevere  so,  Y'our  task  will  noi  br 
long  ;  for  I  am  not  in  a  condition  of  health  or  tt» 
to  trouble  this  world,  and  I  am  heartily  weary  of  it 
already;  and  so  should  be  in  England,  which,  I  hev 
IB  full  as  corrupt  as  this  poor  enslaved  country.  I 
I  am,  with  the  truest  love  and  respect,  my  lord,  your 
lordship  s  most  obedient  and  most  obliged,  &c. 

JoNATiiA?r  Sarin. 


FROM  MR.  ALDERBCAN  BARBER. 

I^wdon.  June  23. 1T>:. 
Most  honoured  Fbiend, — I  was  fiivoured  with  « 
letter  some  time  since  by  the  hands  of  the  besrer, 
Mr.  Lloyd,  and  by  him  take  the  opportunity  o£  aa- 
Bwering  it. 

I  do  assure  you,  sir,  that  as  the  society  have  alw3}% 
had  the  greatest  regard  for  your  recommendaUoik  «> 
in  this  affiur  they  have  given  a  fresh  instance  of  itt^ 
respect ;  for  they  have  resolved  to  relieve  their  tec* 
ants  in  Colrane  from  their  hard  bargains ;  and,  t«^ 
that  end,  have  put  it  in  a  way  that  is  to  the  entlrr 
satisfaction  of  the  bearer. 

I  hope  this  will  find  you  in  good  health,  and  rha 
the  hot  weather  will  contribute  thexeto ;  which  w31 
be  a  great  satisfaction  to  all  honest  men  who  wi^ 
well  to  their  country. 

Our  friend  Mr.  Pope  is  very  hearty  and  well,  sai 
has  obliged  the  town  lately  with  several  thing*  is 
his  way  ;  among  the  rest,  a  translation  of  Hortee'^ 
Odes ;  in  one  of  which  you  are  mentioned  **  as  av* 
ing  your  nation :"  which  gave  great  o^ace ;  and,  I 
am  assured,  was  imder  debate  in  the  council,  whethex 
he  should  not  be  taken  up  for  it :  but  it  happenisi^ 
to  be  done  in  the  late  king's  time,  they  passed  it  U. 

I  hope  you  see  the  paper  called  **  Common  Sense," 
which  has  wit  and  humour. 

I  had  thoughts  of  kissing  your  hand  this  summer : 
but  we  are  all  in  confusion  at  Dcrry  about  pe^w. 
which  will  prevent  my  coming  at  present;  but  1  1"^ 
in  hopes  of  having  that  happiness  before  I  dif .  1 
thank  God  I  hold  out  to  a  miracle  almost ;  for  I  v^ 
better  in  my  health  now  than  I  was  many  years  &;<-• 
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Lord  Bolingbrokeisin  Fnnce,  writing,  I  am  told, 
tho  **  History  of  his  Own  Time  :*'  h«  it  well.  You 
will  please  to  make  my  compliments  to  lord  Orrery 
uiid  Dr.  Delany. 

I  have  many  things  to  say,  which  in  prudence  I 
mutt  defer. 

1  shall  conclude  with  my  [hearty  prayert  to  Al- 
mighty God  to  preaenre  your  most  Taluable  life  for 
III  any  years,  as  you  are  a  public  blessing  to  your 
country  and  a  friend  to  all  mankind ;  and  to  awure 
yoii  that  I  am,  with  sincerity,  dear  sir,  your  moat 
:it!ectionate  and  moat  faithful  humble  serrant, 

John  Barbkr. 


FBOM  DR.  KING. 

'  8t.  M<uy  HaQ,  OsfMd.  Juno  14.  17ST. 
Sin, — I  do  not  know  for  what  reason  the  worthy 
i^iitlemen  of  the  post-office  intercepted  a  letter 
which  I  did  myself  the  honour  to  write  to  you  about 
two  months  ago.  I  cannot  remember  I  said  any- 
thing that  could  give  them  the  least  offence.  I 
did  not  mention  the  new  halfpence ;  I  did  not  praise 
the  royal  famly ;  I  did  not  blame  the  prime-minister ; 
I  only  returned  you  my  thanks  for  a  very  kind  letter 
I  had  just  then  received  from  you.  It  is  true  I  en- 
closed in  that  letter  a  printed  paper  called  **  Common 
Ncttse,"  in  which  the  author  proposes  a  new  scheme 
of  government  to  the  people  of  Corsica,  advising 
to  make  their  king  of  the  same  stuff  of  which  the 
Indians  make  their  gods.*  I  thought  to  afford  you 
some  diversion :  but  perhaps  it  was  this  made  the 
whole  packet  criminal. 

I  have  this  day  received  a  letter  from  Mrs.  White* 
way,  in  which  she  tells  me  that  I  am  to  expect  the 
manuscript  by  lord  Orrery.  I  will  have  the  pleasure  to 
wait  on  him  as  soon  as  I  can  do  it  without  crossing  the 
Irish  channel :  as  soon  as  I  receive  the  papera  you  shall 
hear  from  me  again.  I  shall  have  an  opportunity  of 
writing  fully  to  you  by  Mr.  Deane  Swift,  who  pro* 
po»e8  to  set  out  for  Ireland  the  next  vacation.  In 
making  mention  of  this  gentleman  I  cannot  help  re- 
commending him  to  your  favour.  I  have  very  nar- 
rowly obaerved  his  conduct  ever  sinee  I  have  been 
licre;  and  I  can,  with  great  truth,  give  him  the 
character  of  a  modest,  sober,  ingenious  yoong  man. 
Ifo  is  a  hard  student,  and  will  do  an  honour  to 
tlie  society  of  which  he  ia  now  a  member. 

Mrs.  Whiteway  saya  that,  notwithstanding  all  your 
complaints,  you  are  in  good  health  and  in  good 
spirits.  What  think  you  of  making  a  trip  to  Eng- 
land this  fine  season,  and  visiting  our  Alma  Mater  1 
I  can  offer  you  an  airy  cool  room  during  the  sum- 
mer and  a  vrarm  bedchamber  in  the  winter ;  and 
I  will  take  care  that  your  mutton  commons  shall 
be  kept  long  enough  to  be  tender.  If  you  will 
accept  of  this  invitation  I  promise  to  meet  you 
at  Chester,  and  to  conduct  you  to  king  Edward's 
lodginf^ :  and  then  St.  Mary  Hall  may  boast  of  a 
triumvirate  that  is  not  to  be  matched  in  any  part  of 
the  learned  world,  sir  Thomas  More,  Erasmus,  and 
the  Drapier.  Believe  me  to  be,  with  the  greatest  es- 
teem, sir,  yonr  moat  obedient  and  moat  humble  ser- 
vant, WitxiAM  Kino. 


PROM  DR.  KING  TO  MII8.  WHITEWAY. 

St.  Mary  HaU.  Qbob.  Jods  f  4.  I7S7, 
Madam,— I  have  this  day  the  favour  of  your  letter 
uf  the  14th,  which  hath  given  me  great  pleaaure: 
however,  I  could  not  hc^lp  bestowing  some  male- 
<licttonB  on  those  gentlemen  at  the  poat-ofRce  who 
have  been  so  impertinent  as  to  intercept  our  cor- 

•  This  pn|ier  wts  writtoa  by  Dr.  King  hinnslf.  * 


reapondence ;  for  you  ought  to  have  received  another 
letter  from  me,  with  one  enclosed  for  our  friend,  in 
some  few  days  after  you  had  the  packet  from  Hartley. 
This  was  in  answer  to  the  letter  you  mention,  which 
I  got  the  very  next  day  (as  well  as  I  remember)  afler 
Hartley  went  from  London. 

As  soon  as  I  hear  of  my  lord  Orrery's  arrival  on 
this  aide  the  water  I  will  wait  on  him  to  receive  the 
papers.  The  moment  they  are  put  into  my  hauda  I 
will  write  you  again. 

I  do  not  know  why  the  dean'a  friends  should  think 
it  derogatory  either  to  his  station  or  character  to 
print  the  history  by  subscription,  considering  how 
the  money  arising  by  the  sale  of  it  is  to  be  applied. 
I  am  not  for  selling  the  copy  to  a  bookseller :  for, 
unless  a  sufficient  caution  be  taken,  the  bookseller, 
when  he  is  master  of  the  copy,  will  certainly  print 
it  by  subscription,  and  so  have  all  the  benefit  which 
the  dean  refuses.  But  I  shall  be  better  ahle  to  send 
you  my  thoughts  of  this  matter  when  I  have  talked 
with  some  of  my  friends  who  have  had  more  deal- 
ings in  this  way  than  I  have. 

And  have  you  at  last  got  store  of  copper  halfpence, 
and  are  content  to  give  us  gold  and  silver  in  exchange 
for  this  new  coin  t  This  serves  to  verify  an  observa- 
tion I  have  frequently  made,  that  the  grossest  im- 
position on  the  public  will  go  down,  if  the  managera 
have  but  patience  to  try  it  twice,  and  art  enough  to 
give  it  a  new  name.  The  excise  scheme,  which 
made  such  a  noise  here  a  few  years  ago,  passed  here 
last  winter  with  little  opposition,  under  a  new  shape 
and  title.  How  would  the  ghoRt  of  Wood  triumph 
over  the  drapier,  and  rattle  his  copper  chains,  if 
the  spectre  were  permitted  to  meet  him  in  his  walkst 
But  1  am  unawares  running  into  politics,  without 
considering  that  these  reflections  may  occasion  tlie 
loss  of  my  letter.  I  have  therefore  done  with  your 
copper. 

You  cannot  imagine  how  greatly  I  am  vexed  and 
disappointed  that  I  have  been  so  long  obliged  to  keep 
back  my  conversation-piece.^  I  have,  in  this  respect, 
wholly  complied  with  the  reasoning,  or  rather  with 
the  humoura,  of  some  of  my  friends.  They  were 
willing  to  try  their  skill  in  accommodating  my 
Irish  affairs ;  in  which,  after  all,  I  believe  they  will 
be  disappointed  as  much  as  I  liave  been:  for  the 
adversaries  I  have  to  deal  with  proceed  on  a  prin. 
ciple  that  will  hear  no  reason,  and  do  no  good,  not 
even  to  themselves,  if  others  are  at  the  same  time 
to  receive  any  benefit  by  tlic  bargain.  How- 
ever, since  you  seem  so  eameatly  to  denire  a  second 
view  of  this  work,  I  will  send  you  a  book  by  Mr. 
Swift,  who  intends  to  go  from  hence  about  ten  days 
or  a  fortnight  hcnoe.  Ton  will  be  so  kind  as  to  keep 
it  in  your  hands  until  the  publication. 

As  I  think  it  proper  to  write  a  postscript  in  your 
letter  to  a  certain  person  that  must  be  nameless, 
and  finding  1  have  but  room  for  my  address  to  him, 
I  will  say  no  more  to  you  now  than  I  am,  and 
always  must  be,  madam,  your  most  obedient  and 
most  humble  servant,  Wiixiam  King. 

P.S.  To  the  gentleman  of  the  post-office  who  inter- 
cepted my  last  letter  addressed  to  Mrs.  Whiteway, 
at  her  house  in  Abbey-street,  together  with  a  letter 
enclosed  and  addressed  to  the  dean  of  St.  Patrick's. 

Sir, — when  you  have  aufBciently  perused  this  letter, 
I  beg  the  favour  of  you  to  send  it  to  the  lady  to 
whom  it  is  directed*  I  shall  not  take  it  ill  though 
you  should  not  give  yourself  the  trouble  to  seal  it 
again.     If  anything  1  have  said  about  the  copper 

■  Meaning  "  The  T<<att."  SMtirc,  in  which  Dr.  KiogoMAilMl 
mmny  of  the  penona  with  whom  he  waa  engajpnl  In  an  Iriah 
lawauit. 
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halfpence  and  excise  shoald  oifend  you,  blot  it  out. 
I  shall  think  myself  much  obliged  to  you  if  at  the 
same  time  you  will  be  pleased  to  send  Mrs.  White- 
way  those  letters  which  are  now  in  your  hands,  with 
such  alterations  and  amendments  as  you  think  pro* 
per.  I  cannot  belieTe  that  your  orders  will  Justify 
you  in  detaining  letters  of  business  :  for  as  you  are  a 
ciTiI  officer,  I  conceive  you  have  not  a  licence  to 
rob  on  the  highway.  If  I  happen  to  be  mistaken, 
of  which  I  shall  be  conrinced  if  this  letter  should 
be  likewise  intercepted,  I  will  hereafter  change  my 
address  and  enrol  you  and  your  superior  in  my 
catalogue  of  heroes. 


FROM  MR.  LEWIS. 

Loudon,  June  30,  1737. 
Our  friend  Pope  tells  me  you  could  wish  to  revive  a 
correspondence  with  some  of  your  old  acquaintances, 
that  you  might  not  remain  entirely  ignorant  of  what 
passes  in  this  country :  on  this  occasion  I  would  offer 
myself  with  pleasure  if  I  thought  the  little  trifles  that 
come  to  my  knowledge  could  in  the  least  contribute 
to  your  amusement ;  but,  as  you  yourself  judge  very 
rightly,  I  am  too  much  out  of  the  world,  and  see 
things  at  too  great  a  distance ;  and  besides  this,  my 
age,  and  the  use  I  have  formerly  made  of  my  eyes  in 
writing  by  candlelight,  have  now  reduced  me  idmost 
to  blindness,  and  I  see  nothing  less  than  the  pips  of 
the  cards,  from  which  1  have  some  relief  in  a  long 
winter  evening.    However,  to  show  my  dear  dean 
how  much  I  love  him,  I  have  taken  my  pen  in  my 
hand  to  scratch  him  out  a  letter,  though  it  be  little 
more  than  to  tell  him  most  of  those  he  and  I  used  to 
converse  with  are  dead ;  but  I  am  still  alive,  and 
lead  a  poor  animal  life.     Lord  Masham  is  much  in 
the  same  way :  he  has  married  his  son,  and  boards 
with  him  :  the  lady  is  the  daughter  of  Salway  Win- 
nington,  and  they  all  live  lovingly  together ;  the  old 
gentleman  walks  a-foot,  which  makes  me  fear  that 
he  has  made  settlements  above  his  strength.  I  regret 
the  loss  of  Dr.  Arbuthnot  every  hour  of  the  day  :  he 
was  the  best-conditioned  creature  that  ever  breathed, 
and  the  most  cheerful ;  yet  his  poor  son  George  is 
under  the  utmost  dejection  of  spirits,  almost  to  a 
degree  of  delirium ;  his  two  sisters  give  afi^ectionate 
attendance,  and  I  hope  )he  will  grow  better.     Sir 
William  Wyndham  makes  the  first  figure  in  parlia- 
ment, and  is  one  of  the  most  amiable  men  in  the 
world  :  he  is  very  happy  in  his  wife  lady  Blandford ; 
but  I  fear  his  eldest  son  will  not  come  into  his  mea- 
sures :  this  may  create  him  some  uneasiness. 

Lord  Bathurst  is  in  Gloucestershire,  where  he 
plants,  transplants,  and  unplants  :  thus  he  erects  an 
employment  for  himself  independent  of  a  court. 

I  have  the  happiness  to  live  near  lord  Oxford,  who 
continues  that  kindness  and  protection  to  me  that  I 
had  from  bis  father.  God  Almighty  has  given  him 
both  the  power  and  the  will  to  support  the  numerous 
family  of  his  sister,  which  has  been  brought  to  ruin 
by  that  unworthy  man  lord  Kinnoul. 

Now  I  name  him,  I  mean  lord  Oxford,  let  me  ask 
you  if  it  be  true  that  you  are  going  to  print  a  *'  His- 
tory of  the  Four  last  Years  of  the  Queen  1"  if  it  is, 
wiU  not  you  let  me  see  it  before  you  send  it  to  the 
press  1  Is  it  not  poosiblc  that  I  may  suggest  some 
things  that  you  may  have  omitted,  and  give  you  rea- 
sons for  leaving  out  others  1  The  scene  is  changed 
since  that  period  of  time :  the  conditions  of  the  peace 
of  Utrecht  have  been  applauded  by  most  part  of  man- 
kind, even  in  the  two  houses  of  parliament :  should 
not  matters  rest  here,  at  least  for  some  timet  I 
presume  your  great  end  is  to  do  justice  to  truth ;  the 
second  point  may  perhaps  be  to  make  a  compliment 
to  the  Oxford  family :  permit  mc  to  say  as  to  the 


first,  that,  though  you  know  perhapi  more  than  any 
one  man,  I  may  possibly  contribute  a  mite;  and* 
with  the  alteration  of  one  word,  rix.  by  insertioe 
parva  instead  of  magnat  apply  to  myself  that  psAsicf 
of  Vii^l,  ei  quorum  pan  parva  fm.  As  to  the  &ecuad 
point,  I  do  not  conceive  your  compliment  to  lord 
Oxford  to  be  so  perfect  as  it  might  be,  unless  }ca 
lay  the  manuscript  before  him,  tl^t  it  may  be  ctm- 
sidered  here. 

Our  little  captain  blustera,  reviews,  and  thiaki  he 
governs  the  world,  when  in  reality  be  does  nothiiur, 
for  the  first  minister  stands  posaeased  of  all  the  reg&l 
power :  the  latter  prates  well  in  the  hoose,  ami  by 
corruption  is  absolute  master  of  it :  aa  to  other  mat- 
ters, his  foreign  treaties  are  absurd,  and  his  nianige- 
ment  of  the  funds  betrays  a  want  of  skill :  he  bi 
a  low  way  of  thinking.  My  dear  dean,  adieu ;  br* 
lieve  me  to  be,  what  I  really  am,  moat  aJTectionairij 
yours,  Erasmus  Lewis. 


FROM  THE  EARL  OF  OXFORD. 

Dovrr-BtT«et,  July  4.  173T. 

Good*Mb.  Bean, — Tour  letter  of  June  14th,  in  us- 
swer  to  mine  of  the  7th  of  April,  is  come  to  □>) 
hands ;  and  it  is  with  no  small  concern  that  I  ha>c 
read  it,  and  to  find  that  you  seem  to  have  formed  & 
resolution  to  put  the  "  History  of  the  Four  last  Yeuis 
of  the  Queen  "  to  the  press ;  a  resolution  taken  wiib- 
out  giving  your  friends,  and  those  that  are  greatl} 
concerned,  some  notice,  or  suffering  them  to  \ec*t 
time  and  opportunity  to  read  the  papera  over  and  to 
consider  them.  I  hope  it  is  not  too  late  yet,  and  that 
you  will  be  so  good  as  to  let  some  friends  see  thro 
before  they  are  put  to  the  press ;  and  aa  you  proptar 
to  have  the  work  printed  here,  it  will  be  easy  to  pi« 
directions  to  whom  you  will  please  to  give  the  libenj 
of  seeing  them ;  I  b^  I  may  be  one  :  this  requec:  i 
again  repeat  to  you,  and  I  hope  you  will  grant  it.  I 
do  not  doubt  but  there  are  many  who  will  penctaic 
you  to  publish'  it;  but  they  are  not  proper  jud|rr<: 
their  reasons  may^be  of  different  kinds,  and  tbeJ- 
mottves  to  press  on  this  work  may  be  quite  difierei.i 
and  perhaps  concealed  from  you. 

I  am  extremely  sensible  of  the  firm  love  and  rtpri 
you  had  for  my  father,  and  have  for  his  memory; 
and  upon  that  account  it  is  that  I  now  renev  m) 
request  that  you  would  at  least  defer  this  printiuf 
until  you  hare  had  the  advice  of  frienda.  Yoa  bav.- 
forgot  that  you  lent  me  the  history  to  read  wht?o 
you  were  in  England,  since  my  father  died ;  I  ^ 
remember  it  weU.  I  would  ask  your  pardon  ki 
giving  you  this  trouble ;  but  upon  thia  a&ir  1  aa 
so  nearly  concerned,  that  if  I  did  not  my  utmoBt  u* 
prevent  it  I  should  never  forgive  myself. 

I  am  extremely  obliged  to  you  for  your  good  aad 
kind  concern  for  me  and  my  family.  My  wife  dcsrv^ 
your  acceptance  of  her  most  humble  service;  c} 
daughter  desires  the  same ;  they  both  are  aeusiblc  of 
your  good  wishes  for  them.  I  am,  with  true  e&vctn 
and  respect,  dear  sir,  your  obliged  and  Bio«t  affec- 
tionate humble  servant,  Oxfokd. 


MR.  POPE  TO  THE  BARL  OP  ORRfilY. 

Jal>  19.  in?. 
My  Lord, — The  pleasure  yon  gave  me  in  acc^uaiuf- 
ing  me  of  the  dean's  better  health  is  one  so  trul} 
great  as  might  content  even  your  own  homaflirr; 
and,  whatever  my  sincere  opinion  and  raspert  v' 
your  lordship  prompts  me  to  wish  from  jour  hax^h 
for  myself,  your  love  for  him  makes  me  hapfv. 
Would  to  God  my  weight,  added  to  yours,  c^niid 
turn  his  inclinations  to  this  side,  that  I  nii^it  love  t'> 
enjoy  him  here  through  your  means,  and  Hattct  in}* 
self  it  was  partly  through  my  own !    But  thia  I  ^ta: 
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vill  neTer  be  the  case;  and  I  think  it  more  probable 
ii»  attraction  will  draw  me  on  the  other  aide,  which, 
!  protest,  nothing  lese  than  a  probability  of  dying  at 
;ea,  considering  the  weak  frame  of  my  breaat,  would 
lave  hindered  me  from  two  yeara  past.  In  short, 
vhenever  I  think  of  him,  it  ^is  with  the  Taxation 
if  all  impotent  paaaions,  that  carry  us  out  of  our* 
A'i\Q9  uuly  to  spoil  our  quiet  and  make  ua  return 
o  u  resignation,  which  is  the  moat  melancholy  of  all 
virtues. 


FROM  TIIE  EARL  OF  ORRERY. 

July  f  3.  1737. 
Dear  Sir, — If  I  were  to  tell  you  who  inquire  for 
oti,  and  what  they  say  of  yon,  it  would  take  up 
nore  paper  than  I  haTe  in  my  lodgings  and  more 
imt*  than  I  stay  in  town.  Tet  London  is  empty ; 
lot  dusty,  for  we  have  had  rain ;  not  dull,  for  Mr. 
i'ope  is  in  it ;  not  noisy,  for  we  hare  no  cars  f^  not 
roublesome,  for  a  man  may  walk  quietly  about  the 
itrcets ;  in  short,  it  is  just  as  I  would  have  it  till 
VIonday,  and  then  I  quit  St.  Paul's  for  my  little 
'hurch  at  Morston. 

Your  commands  are  obeyed  long  ago;  Dr.  King 
i:u(  his  cargo,^  Mrs.  Barber  her  conTersation,^  and 
At.  Pope  hia  letters.  To-morrow  I  pasa  with  him 
it  Twickenham ;  the  dim  meminisie  will  be  our 
eaht.  Leave  Dublin  and  come  to  us.  Methinks 
here  are  many  stronger  reasons  for  it  than  hereto- 
ore ;  at  least  I  feel  them :  and  I  will  say  with  Mac- 
>vth.  Would  thou  eould'st! 

My  health  is  greatly  mended ;  so  I  hope  is  yours ; 
?ritc  to  me  when  you  can  in  your  best  health  and 
It  most  leisure ;  never  break  through  that  rule.  Can 
ticndship  increase  by  absence  1  Sure  it  does;  at 
I'aHt  mine  rises  some  degrees,  or  seems  to  rise:  try 
f  it  will  fall  by  coming  nearer ;  no,  certainly  it  can- 
to t  be  higher.    Yours  most  affectionately, 

Obabby. 


TO  MR.  LEWIS. 

Inly  93,  1737. 
)  E  A R  F  K 1  END, — While  any  of  those  who  used  to  write 
r>  mc  were  alive  I  always  inquired  after  you.  But 
incu  your  secretaryship  in  the  queen's  time  I  be- 
te vcd  you  were  so  glutted  with  the  office  that  you 
lad  not  patience  to  venture  on  a  letter  to  an  absent 
nclesa  acquaintance ;  and  I  find  I  owe  youra  to  my 
3rd  Oxford.  The  history  you  mention  waa  written 
bove  a  year  before  the  queen's  death.  I  left  it 
pith  the  treasurer  and  lord  Bolingbroke  when  1 
rat  came  over  to  take  this  deanery.  1  returned  in 
L'ss  than  a  month  ;  but  the  ministry  could  not  agree 
bout  printing  it.  It  was  to  conclude  with  the  peace, 
stayed  in  London  above  nine  months ;  but  not 
cing  able  to  reconcile  the  quarrels  between  those 
wo,  1  went  to  a  friend  in.  Berkshire,  and,  on  the 
uecn'a  death,  came  hither  for  good  and  all.  I  am 
onfident  you  read  that  history ;  aa  thia  lord  Oxford 
id,  as  he  owns  in  his  two  letters,  the  laat  of  which 
eached  me  not  above  ten  days  ago.  You  know,  on 
ic  queen's  death,  how  the  peace  and  all  proceedings 

ere  universally  condemned.  This  1  knew  would 
e  done  ;  and  the  chief  cause  of  my  writing  was, 
ot  to  let  such  a  queen  and  ministry  lie  under  such 

load  of  infamy,  or  posterity  be  so  ill  informed,  &c. 
.unl  Oxford  is  in  the  wrong  to  be  in  puiu  about  his 
in  father's  character,  or  his  proceedings  in  his 
liniMry;  which  is  so  drawn  that  his  greatest  ad- 
lirers  will  rather  censure  me  for  partiality ;  neither 
an   he  tell  me  anything  material  out  of  his  papers 

*  AUudiag  to  th*  Irish  ctirs. 

^   Ihc  MS.  of  "  The  Hitftory  of  the  Four  last  Years." 

*  'i'ha  '*Treat««s  un  I'Ulite  Couventaiiuu.' 


which  I  waa  not  then  i  formed  of;  nor  do  I  know 
anybody  but  youraelf  who  could  give  me  more  light 
than  what  1  then  received ;  for  I  remember  I  often 
consulted  with  you,  and  took  memorials  of  many 
important  particulars  which  you  told  me,  as  I  did  of 
others,  for  four  years  together.  I  can  find  no  way 
to  have  the  original  delivered  to  lord  Oxford  or  to 
you  ;  for  the  person  who  has  it  will  not  trust  it  out 
of  his  hands ;  but  I  believe  would  be  contented  to 
let  it  be  read  to  either  of  you,  if  it  could  be  done 
without  letting  it  out  of  his  hands,*  although  per- 
haps that  may  be  too  late.  If  my  health  would  have 
permitted  me  for  some  years  past  to  have  ventured 
as  far  aa  London  I  would  have  satisfied  both  my 
lord  and  you.  I  believe  you  know  that  lord  Boling- 
broke ia  now  busy  in  France  writing  the  **  History  of 
his  Own  Time ;"  and  how  much  he  grew  to  hate  the 
treasurer  you  know  too  well;  and  I  luiow  how  much 
lord  Bolingbroke  hates  his  very  memory.  This  ia 
what  the  preaent  lord  Oxford  ahould  be  in  moat  pain 
at,  not  about  me.  I  have  had  my  share  of  affliction 
sufficient  in  the  loss  of  Dr.  Arbuthnot  and  poor 
Gay  and  others ;  and  I  heartily  pity  poor  lord  Ma- 
sham.  I  would  fain  know  whether  his  son  be  a  va^ 
luable  young  man;  because  I  much  dislike  hia 
education.  When  I  was  last  among  you  sir  William 
Wyndham  was  in  a  bad  sute  of  health ;  I  alwaya 
loved  him,  and  I  rejoice  to  hear  from  you  the  figure 
he  makes.  But  I  know  so  little  of  what  passes  that 
I  never  heard  of  lady  Blandford,  his  present  wife. 

Lord  Bathurst  used  to  write  to  me,  but  has 
dropped  it  some  years.  Pray  is  Charlea  Ford  yet 
alive  1  for  he  haa  dropped  me  too ;  or  perhaps  my 
ilineas  has  hindered  me  from  provoking  hia  remem- 
brance ;  for  I  have  been  long  in  a  very  bad  condi- 
tion. My  dea£aess,  which  used  to  be  occasional  and 
for  a  abort  time,  has  stuck  by  me  now  several  montha 
without  remission ;  so  that  I  am  unfit  for  any  con- 
versation except  one  or  two  Stentors  of  either  sex ; 
and  my  old  giddiness  is  likewise  become  chronical, 
atlhough  not  in  equal  violence  with  my  former  short 
fita. 

1  was  never  so  much  deceived '  in  any  Scot  as  by 
that  execrable  lord  Kinnoul,  whom  I  loved  ex- 
tremely, and  now  detest  beyond  expression. 

You  say  so  little  of  yourself  that  I  know  not  whe- 
ther you  are  in  health  or  sickness,  only  that  you  lead 
a  mere  animal  life  ;  which,  with  nine  parts  in  ten,  ia 
a  aign  of  health.  I  find  you  have  not,  like  me,  lost 
your  memory,  nor  I  hope  your  sense  of  hearing, 
which  is  the  greatest  loss  of  any,  and  more  comfort- 
less than  even  being  blind ;  I  mean  in  the  article  of 
company.  Writing  no  longer  amuses  me,  for  1  can- 
not think.  I  dine  constantly  at  home  in  my  cham> 
her  with  a  grave  housekeeper  whom  I  coll  sir 
Robert ;  and  sometimes  receive  one  or  two  friends 
and  a  female  cousin,  with  strong,  high,  tenor  voices. 
I  am,  &c.  JoMATJiAN  Swirr. 


TO  MR.  POPI2. 

Dublin.  July  93,  1737. 
I  8BNT  a  letter  to  you  some  weeks  ago,  which  my 
lord  Orrery  enclosed  in  one  of  his,  to  which  1  re- 
ceived aa  yet  no  answer ;  but  it  will  be  time  enou^rli 
when  his  lordship  goes  over,  which  will  be,  as  he 
hopes,  in  about  ten  days,  and  then  he  will  take  with 
him  all  tho  letters  1  preserved  of  yours,  which  are 
not  above  twenty-five.     I  find  there  is  a  great  chasm 

•  At.  a  little  before  this  period,  the  grtai.  abilitiM  ot  Dr. 
Swift  had  liejsuii  to  tail,  lie  had,  in  ordrr  to  ximtify  some  of  Mi 
aci|uaintanc«,  ratUtl  lor  *'Tlie  History  of  the  Four  1uj4  \para 
of  the  Quoen  •  Rt^iKo"  once  ur  twice  out  of  his  IHead's  haadt, 
antl  k*ut  itabniad:  dy  which  means  part  uf  the  conti'uU  were 
wliiapervd  about  tlie  towu.  and  several  had  protended  to  li«>e 
tvmi  it  who  perhaps  hud  not  scvu  uuc  liuc  u!  it. 
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of  some  yearsi  but  the  dutet  are  more  early  than  my 
two  laat  journeys  to  England,  which  makes  me 
imagine  that  in  one  of  those  journeys  I  carried  OTer 
another  cargo.  But  I  cannot  trust  my  memory  half 
an  hour;  and  my  disorders  of  deafness  and  giddi- 
ness increase  daily.  So  that  I  am  declining  as  fast 
as  it  is  easily  possible  for  me  if  I  were  a  dozen  yean 
older. 

We  haye  had  your  yolume  of  letters,  which  I  am 
told  are  to  be  printed  here.  Some  of  those  who 
highly  esteem  you,  and  a  few  who  know  you  per- 
sonally,  are  grieved  to  find  you  make  no  distinction 
between  the  English  gentry  of  this  kingdom  and  the 
savage  old  Irish  (who  are  only  the  vul^,  and  some 
gentlemen  who  live  in  the  Irish  parts  of  the  kingdom), 
but  the  English  colonies,  who  are  three  parts  in  four, 
are  much  more  civilised  than  many  counties  in  £ng* 
land,  and  speak  better  English,  and  are  much  better 
bred.  And  they  think  it  very  hard  that  an  Ameri« 
can,  who  is  of  the  fifth  generation  from  England, 
should  be  allowed  to  preserve  that  title  only  because 
we  have  been  told  by  some  of  them  that  their  names 
are  entered  in  some  parish  in  London.  I  have  three 
or  four  cousins  here  who  were  bom  in  Portugal, 
whose  parents  took  the  same  care,  and  they  are  all 
of  them  Londoners.  Dr.  Delany,  who,  as  I  take  it, 
is  of  an  Irish  family,  came  to  visit  me  three  days  ago, 
on  purpose  to  complain  of  those  passages  in  your 
letters ;  he  will  not  allow  such  a  difference  between 
the  two  climates,  but  will  assert  that  North  Wales, 
Northumberland,  Yorkshire,  and  the  other  northern 
shires,  have  a  more  cloudy,  imgenial  air  than  any 
part  of  Ireland.  In  short,  I  am  afraid  your  friends 
and  admirers  here  will  force  you  to  make  a  palinody. 

As  for  the  other  parts  of  your  volume  of  letters, 
my  opinion  is  that  there  might  be  collected  from  them 
the  best  system  that  ever  was  writ  for  the  conduct 
of  human  life,  at  least  to  shame  all  reasonable  men 
out  of  their  follies  and  vices.  It  is  some  recommenda" 
tion  of  this  kingdom  and  of  the  taste  of  the  people 
that  you  are  at  least  as  highly  celebrated  here  as  you 
are  at  home.  If  you  will  blame  us  for  slavery,  cor- 
ruption, atheism,  and  such  trifles,  do  it  freely,  but 
include  England,  only  with  an  addition  of  every  other 
vice.  I  wish  you  would  give  orders  against  the  cor- 
ruption of  English  by  those  scribblers  who  send  over 
their  trash  in  prose  and  verse,  with  abominable  cur- 
tailings and  quaint  modernisms.  I  now  am  daily 
expecting  an  end  of  life ;  I  have  lost  all  spirit  and 
every  scrap  of  health ;  I  sometimes  recover  a  little  of 
my  hearing,  but  my  head  is  ever  out  of  order.  While 
I  have  any  ability  to  hold  a  commerce  with  you  I 
will  never  be  silent,  and  this  chancing  to  be  a  day 
that  I  can  hold  a  pen,  I  will  drag  it  as  long  as  I  am 
able.  Fray  let  my  lord  Orrery  see  you  often ;  next 
to  yourself  I  love  no  man  so  well ;  and  tell  him  what 
I  say  if  he  visits  you.  I  have  now  done,  for  it  is 
evening,  and  my  head  grows  worse.  May  God  al- 
ways protect  you  and  preserve  you  long  for  a  pattern 
of  piety  and  virtue. 

Farewell,  my  dearest  and  almost  only  constant 
friend.  I  am  ever,  at  least  in  ray  esteem,  honour, 
and  affection  to  you,  what  I  hope  you  expect  me  to 
be,  yours,  &c.  Jonathan  Swift. 

TO  TflE  RIGHT  WOKSHIPFUL  THE  MAYOR,  ALDER. 

MEN.  SHERIFFS,  AND  COMMON-COUNCIL  OP  THE 

CITY  OF  CORK. 

Dcanery-houae,  Dublin,  August  16,  1737. 
Gentlemen, — I  received  from  you  some  weeks  ago 
the  honour  of  my  freedom  in  a  silver  box,  by  the 
hands  of  Mr.  Stannard,^  but  it  was  not  delivered  to 

■  Eaton  Stannard,  esq.,  then  recorder  of  Dablin,  and  after- 
wards prime  leijeaut-at-law. 


me  in  as  many  weeks  more,  because  I  soppose  he 
was  too  full  of  more  important  busineaa.  Smoe  th&t 
time  I  have  been  wholly  confined  by  aickncas*  «o  that 
I  was  not  able  to  return  yon  my  acknowiedgment ; 
and  it  is  with  much  difficulty  1  do  it  nowt  my  head 
continuing  in  great  disorder.  Mr.  Faulkner  will  be 
the  bearer  of  my  letter,  who  sets  out  this  oomiiig 
for  Cork. 

I  could  have  wished,  as  I  am  a  priTsie  man,  that 
in  the  instrument  of  my  fireedom  you  had  pleased  to 
assign  your  reasons  for  making  choice  of  me.  I 
know  it  is  a  usual  compliment  to  bestow  the  freedom 
of  the  city  on  an  archbicihop,  or  lord-chancellor,  and 
other  persons  of  great  titles,  merely  upon  account  ^ 
their  stations  or  power;  but  a  private  man,  and  a  per- 
fact  stranger,  without  power  or  grandeur,  saay  jwtiy 
expect  to  find  the  motives  assigned  in  the  inatrumest 
of  his  freedom  on  what  account  he  la  thus  distin- 
guished. And  yet  I  cannot  discover  in  the  whole 
parchment  scrip  any  one  reason  offered.  Next,  as 
to  the  silver  box  ;^  there  is  not  so  much  as  my  name 
upon  it,  nor  any  one  syllable  to  show  it  was  a  prvseat 
from  your  city.  Therefore  I  have,  by  the  advice  of 
friends,  agreeable  with  my  opinion,  sent  back  the 
box  and  instrument  of  freedom  by  Mr.  Faulkner,  to 
be  returned  to. you,  leaving  to  your  choice  whether 
to  insert  the  reasons  for  which  you  were  pleased  u> 
give  me  my  freedom,  or  bestow  the  box  upon  sotoe 
more  worthy  person  whom  you  may  haTe  an.  inteaiioa 
to  honour,  because  it  will  equally  fit  everybody.  I  an 
with  true  esteem  and  gratitude*  gentlemen,  youi 
most  obedient  and  obliged  servant, 

Jo)iATUA2i  Swift. 


FROM  MR.  PARBBN. 

Cork,  Septamber  14.  I7r. 
Bbvebbmd  Sir, — I  am  favoured  with  youn  by  Mr. 
Faulkner,  and  am  sorry  the  health  of  a  man  the 
whole  kingdom  has  at  heart  should  be  so  much  ia 
danger. 

When  the  box  with  your  freedom  was  given  the 
recorder  to  be  presented  to  you,  I  hoped  he  would, 
in  the  name  of  the  city,  have  expressed  their  grateful 
acknowledgments  for  the  many  services  the  public 
have  received  from  you,  which  are  the  motives  th^ 
induced  us  to  make  you  one  of  our  citizens ;  and  a» 
they  will  ever  renuin  monuments  to  your  glury,  w« 
imagined  it  needless  to  make  any  inscription  on  the 
box,  and  especially  as  we  have  no  precedents  on  our 
books  for  any  such.  But  as  so  great  and  desenrii^ 
a  patriot  merits  all  distinction  that  can  be  made,  1 
have,  by  the  consent  and  approbation  of  the  coundJ, 
directed  the  box  to  you,  and  hope  what  is  inaczibcil 
upon  it,  although  greatly  inferior  to  what  yoor  meru 
is  entitled  to,  will,  however,  demonstrate  the  great 
regard  and  respect  we  have  for  you,  on  acoouiu  of 
the  many  singular  services  your  pen  and  your  coun- 
sel have  done  this  poor  country ;  and  am,  reverefid 
sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

Thomas  FARRsif,  mayor« 

.FROM  LORD  BATHURST. 

Cirencester,  October  3.  1737, 
Dkar  Mr.  Bean, — That  I  of^en  think  of  you  is  mM 
certain,  but  if  I  should  write  to  you  as  often  you 
Would  think  me   extremelv  troublesome.      I   i«tw 

• 

klarmed  some  time  ago  with  hearing  that  ycm  were 
much  indisposed,  but  if  later  accounts  are  to  be  de- 
pended upon  you  are  now  in  perfect  health.  1  shoiiM 
be  heartily  glad  to  have  that  news  confirmed  to  n«» 
by  two  lines  under  your  hand :  however,  \  writr  t-- 

■  In  consequence  of  this  letter,  there  was  ad  iosTriptifla  at.! 
the  cHy-anns  of  Cork  engmved  on  tlic  box.  and  nsaMo*  o«  th^ 
parchment  inilrument  for  preientiiig  YAxa  vith  the  flw.duai  «i 
that  city. 


JBPISTOLABT  C0BBE8F0NDEMCB. 


799 


>*ou  now  under  that  tuppotition,  lor  which  reason  I 
h'Ave  cut  out  a  little  businese  lor  you. 

That  Tery  pretty  epistle  which  you  wrote  many 
years  ago  to  lord  Oxford  is  printed  rery  incorrectly. 
I  have  a  copy  (of  which  1  send  you  a  transcript) 
which  haa  some  very  good  lines  in  it  that  are  not  in 
the  printed  copy ;  and  besides,  if  you  will  compare 
it  with  the  original,  you  will  find  that  you  left  off 
without  going  through  with  the  epistle.  The  fable 
of  the  **  Country  and  City  Mouse  "  is  as  prettily  told 
as  anything  of  that  kind  erer  was :  possibly,  if  vou 
look  over  your  papers  you  may  find  Uiat  you  finished 
the  whole ;  if  not,  I  enjoin  you  as  a  task  to  go  through 
with  it,  and  I  beg  of  you  do  not  suffer  an  imperfect 
copy  to  stand  while  it  is  in  your  power  to  rectify  it.' 
Adieu !  do  me  the  justice  to  believe  me  most  faith> 
fully  and  unalterably  yours. 


TO  MR.  COPE. 
Deanery-house,  NoTcmber  11,  1737. 
Sin, — I  was  just  going  to  write  to  you  when  your 
clerk  brought  me  your  note  for  36/.,  which  was  more 
by  a  third  part  than  I  desired,  and  for  which  I 
heartily  thank  you.  I  have  been  used  since  my 
illness  to  hear  so  many  thousand  lies  told  of  myself 
and  others,  and  so  circumstantially,  that  my  head 
was  almost  turned ;  and  if  I  gave  them  any  credit  it 
was  because  one  thing  I  knew  perfectly,  that  we 
(iiffered  entirely  in  our  opinions  of  public  manage- 
ment. I  did  and  do  detest  the  lowering  of  the  gold, 
because  I  saw  a  resolution  sctcu  years  old  of  your 
iiouse  of  commons  of  a  very  different  nature,  and 
have  since  seen  tracts  against  it,  which  to  me  were 
lemonstratious ;  and  am  assured,  as  well  as  know 
by  experience,  that  I  have  not  received  a  penny  ex- 
:^ept  from  you.  However,  although  I  know  you  to 
be  oomewhat  of  what  we  call  a  giber,  yet  I  am  cun- 
V  Inccd  by  your  assertions  that  I  was  ill  informed ; 
ind  yet  we  differ  so  much  in  the  present  politics 
that  I  doubt  it  will  much  affect  the  good-will  you 
formerly  seemed  to  bear  me.  I  grant  that  the  bishops, 
:hc  people  in  employments  of  all  kinds  who  receive 
salaries,  and  some  others,  will  not  lose  a  penny  by 
lowering  the  money,  because  they  must  still  have 
their  pay  ;  and  if  your  estate  be  set  much  under 
raluc  you  will  be  no  sufferer,  though  I  and  thou- 
urndn  of  others  will  soundly  feel  the  smart,  and  par- 
icularly  the  lower  clergy,  who  I  find  arc  out  of 
everybody's  good  graces,  but  for  what  reasons  I 
know  not.  I  hear  your  house  is  forming  a  bill*' 
^rainst  all  legacies  to  the  church  or  any  public  cba- 
-ity,  which  puts  me  under  a  great  difficulty,  because 
by  my  will  I  have  bequeathed  my  whole  fortune  to 
build  and  endow  an  hospital  for  lunatics  and  tdiots.^^ 
[  wish  I  had  any  certainty  in  that  matter.  You  mis- 
look  me  in  one  expression :  what  I  said  was,  that  I 
(vished  all  who  were  for  lowering  the  gold  were  low- 
ered to  the  dust ;  and  I  might  explain  it  so  that  it 
(vould  bear  the  sense  of  causing  them  to  repent  in 
iuHt  and  ashes.  I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  hum- 
ble servant,  Jonathan  Swi>t. 

•  On  the  back  of  tlw  original  letter  Dr.  Swift  ha*  observed 
hat  upon  receiving  it  he  added  twenty  Hnoa  to  the  puem.  It 
«  in  imiiaiion  of  the  sixth  satin'  of  the  stvond  book  of  Horace, 
ind  i*t  printed  with  the  additional  lines  in  the  works  of  Pope. 

^  llib  bUl  did  not  pass. 

*  The  dean  drew  up  a  petition  to  the  house  of  locds  in  Itp- 
and  to  be  excepted  in  the  heads  of  the  bill  for  a  roortmaia  act. 
hca  in  agitation,  that  he  miKht  )>e  at  liWrty  to  fulfil  his  liene- 
.-olcnt  inu*ntion  :  hut  the  bill  did  not  ptus.  The  hospital  (en- 
lowed  by  Dr.  Swift's  leffacy  of  10,000/.)  was  incorporated  hy 
rliarter  in  August,  1746.  By  a  printed  sUtemenl  in  177ti  it  a|> 
lK»an*  thjit,  by  the  addition  of  other  legaciei*.  the  trustees  wore 
•II aided  at  that  time  to  admit  thirty  four  patients  on  the  esu- 
>li»Uinent:  and  had  also  sixteen  Ixiarders  under  ^cnre,  at  the 
ruto  of  thirty  tjitiueaa  a-year  for  each. 


FROM  LOED  MOUNTJOY.« 

November  17, 1797. 
Sir, — I  shall  with  great  pleasure  bring  in  your  pe- 
tition to-morrow,  the  house  of  lords  not  sitting  until 
then ;  but  I  find  there  is  a  small  mistake  in  point  of 
form,  which  will  be  proper  to  be  set  right  before  the 
petition  shall  be  presented.** 

You  mention  the  bill  as  if  it  would  certainly  pass, 
and  be  transmitted  into  England  ;  instead  of  which 
I  must  beg  the  favour  of  you  to  say  that  **  there  are 
heads  of  a  bill  depending  now  before  your  lordships* 
committee,  in-order  to  prevent,"  &c.  &c. ;  for  until 
such  time  as  it  shall  hare  gone  through  that  no  one 
can  declare  the  fate  of  it. 

I  should  not  be  so  impertinent  as  to  pretend  to 
direct  you  in  this,  but  that  I  apprehend  you  did  not 
know  Uie  progress  the  bill  has  taken ;  if  you  will  get 
it  written  over  again  my  servant  shall  wait  to  bring 
it  to  me,  and  I  shall  take  care,  as  soon  as  the  petition 
is  received,  to  have  a  clause  ready,  in  pursuance  of 
it,  to  except  your  charity.  I  am,  with  great  respect, 
sir,  your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

MOUNTJOY. 


FROM  MR.  FORD. 

November  22, 17S7. 
I  CANNOT  help  putting  you  in  mind  of  me  sometimes, 
though  I  am  sure  of  having  no  return.  I  often  read 
your  name  in  the  newspapers,  but  hardly  have  any 
other  account  of  you,  except  when  I  hajJI>en  to  see 
lord  Orrery.  He  told  me  the  last  time  that  you  had 
been  ill,  but  were  perfectly  recovered. 

I  hear  they  are  going  to  publish  two  volumes  more 
of  your  works.  I  see  no  reason  why  all  the  pam- 
phlets published  at  the  end  of  the  queen's  reign 
might  not  be  inserted.  Your  objection  of  their  being 
momentary  things  will  not  hold.  '*  Kilting  no  Mur- 
der," and  many  other  old  tracts,  are  still  read  with 
pleasure,  not  to  mention  *•  Tully's  Letters,"  which 
have  not  died  with  the  times.  My  comfort  is,  they 
will  some  time  or  other  be  found  among  my  books 
with  the  author's  name,  and  posterity  obliged  with 
them.  I  have  been  driven  out  of  a  gfreat  house, 
where  T  had  lodged  between  four  and  five  yean,  by 
new  lodgers,  with  an  insupportable  noise,  and  have 
taken  a  little  one  to  myself  in  a  little  court,  merely 
for  the  sake  of  sleeping  in  quiet.  It  b  in  St.  James's- 
place,  and  called  Little  Cleveland-court.  I  believe 
you  never  observed  it;  for  I  never  did,  though  I 
lodged  very  near  it,  till  I  was  carried  there  to  see  the 
house  I  have  taken.  Though  coaches  come  in,  it 
consists  of  but  six  houses  in  all.  Mine  is  but  two 
stories  high,  contrived  exactly  as  I  would  wish,  as  I 
seldom  eat  at  home.  The  ground-floor  is  of  small 
use  to  me,  for  the  fore  parlour  is  flung  into  the  entry, 
and  makes  a  magnificent  London  hall.  The  back 
one,  by  their  ridiculous  custom  of  tacking  a  closet 
almost  of  the  same  bigness  to  it,  is  so  dark  that  I 
can  hardly  see  to  read  there  in  the  middle  of  the  day. 
Up  one  pair  of  stairs  I  have  a  very  good  dining-room, 
which  on  the  second  floor  is  divided  into  two,  and 
makes  room  for  my  whole  fitmily,  a  man  and  a  maid, 
both  at  board  wages.  Over  my  bedchamber  is  my 
study,  the  pleasantest  part  of  the  house,  from  whence 
you  have  a  full  view  of  Buckingham-house  and  all 
that  part  of  the  park.  My  furniture  is  clean  and  new, 
but  of  the  cheapest  things  I  could  find  out.  The 
most  valuable  goods  I  have  are  two  different  printa 
of  you.  I  am  still  in  great  hopes  I  shall  one  day 
have  the  happiness  of  seeing  you  in  it. 

*  William  Stewart,  Tiseonnt  MounOoy.  created  earl  of  ino«- 
•ington  December  7.  174ft. 

*>  The  denn's  pctitioa  to  be  excepted  from  tho  mortmain-bill 
in  cale  itshould  pasa. 
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Everybody  agrees  the  queen't  death  was  wholly 
owing  to  her  own  fault.  She  had  a  rupture,  which 
she  would  not  diacoyer ;  and  the  sui^eon  who  opened 
her  navel  declared  if  he  had  known  it  two  days 
■ooner  she  should  have  been  walking  about  the  next 
day.  By  her  concealing  her  distemper  they  gave  her 
strong  cordials  for  the  gout  in  her  stomach,  which 
did  her  great  mischief.  The  king  is  said  to  have 
given  her  the  first  account  of  her  condition:  she  bore 
it  with  great  resolution,  and  immediately  sent  for  the 
rest  of  her  children,  to  take  formal  leave  of  them,  but 
absolutely  refused  to  see  the  prince  of  Wales ;  nor 
could  the  archbishop  of  Canterbury,  when  he  gave 
her  the  sacrament,  prevail  on  her,  though  she  said 
she  heartily  forgave  the  prince.  It  is  thought  her 
death  will  be  a  loss,  at  least  in  point  of  ease,  to  some 
of  the  ministers. 

Since  Lewis  has  lost  his  old  wife  he  has  had  an 
old  maiden  niece  to  live  with  him,  continues  the 
same  life,  takes  the  air  in  his  coach,  dines  moderately 
at  home,  and  sees  nobody. 

It  was  reported,  and  is  still  believed  by  many,  that 
sir  Robert  Walpole,  upon  the  loss  of  his,  made  Miss 
Skirret  an  honest  woman;  but  if  it  be  so  the  marriage 
is  not  yet  owned. 

That  you  may,  in  health  and  happiness,  see  many 
30th  of  Novembers,  is  the  most  sincere  and  hearty 
wish  of  yours,  &c.  C.  Ford. 

If  you  will  be  so  kind  as  to  let  me  hear  from  you 
once  again,  you  may  either  direct  to  me  at  the 
Cocoa-tree,  or  to  Little  Cleveland-court,  in  St. 
Jamea's-place. 

FROM  THE  CHEVALIER  RAMSAY. 

Paris,  November  89,  1737. 
Revebbnd  Sib, — I  received  only  some  weeks  ago 
the  works  you  were  pleased  to  send  me,  and  have 
perused  them  with  new  pleasure.  I  still  find  in  them 
all  the  marks  of  that  original  genius  and  universal 
beneficence  which  compose  your  character.  I  cannot 
send  you  in  return  any  such  valuable  compositions 
of  mine,  but  you  will  receive  by  the  first  ships  that 
go  for  Ireland  my  **  History  of  the  Mareschal  de  Tu- 
renne,"  the  greatest  French  hero  that  ever  was.  I 
shall  be  glad  to  know  your  opinion  of  the  per- 
formance. 

I  am,  with  the  greatest  respect,  veneration,  and 
friendship,  dear  sir,  your  most  humble  and  most 
obedient  servant,  The  Chevalier  Ramsay. 

Pray  allow  me  to  assure  Mr.  Sican  of  my  most  hum- 
ble respects. 
If  you  have  any  commands  for  me  in  this  country 
or  for  any  of  your  friends,  pray  direct  for  me,  under 
a  cover,  A  9<m  aUesae  ^vnonaeigneur  |  le  compte 
d*Evreux,  g^tUral  de  la  eavaiierie  4  PariB, 


FROM  LORD  BATHURST. 

SearclifTe  Farm,  December  6,  1737. 
Dear  Sib, — I  received  a  letter  from  you  at  Ciren- 
cester, full  of  life  and  spirits,  which  gave  me  singular 
satisfaction ;  but  those  complaints  you  make  of  the 
deplorable  state  of  Ireland  made  me  reflect  upon  the 
condition  of  England,  and  I  am  inclined  to  think  it 
is  not  much  better ;  possibly  the  only  difference  is 
that  we  shall  be  the  last  devoured.*  I  have  attended 
parliament  many  years,  and  never  found  that  I  could 
do  any  good ;  I  have  therefore  entered  upon  a  new 
scheme  of  life,  and  am  determined  to  look  after  my 
own  affairs  a  little.  I  am  now  in  a  small  farm-house 
in  Derbyshire,  and  my  chief  business  is  to  take  care 
that  my  agents  do  not  impose  upon  my  tenants.  I 
am  for  letting  them  all  good  bargains,  that  my  rents 

•  The  promise  of  Polypheme  to  Ulya*;*.        • 


may  be  paid  as  long  »a  any  itntt  can  he  paid;  and 

when  the  time  comes  that  there  is  no  money,  the) 
are  honpst  fellows,  and  will  bring  me  in  what  cora 
and  cattle  I  shall  want.  I  want  no  foreign  commo- 
dities ;  my  neighbour  the  duke  of  Kingston  has  im- 
ported one,*  but  I  do  not  think  it  worth  the  canisfv. 

I  passed  through  London  in  mjr  way  here*  a&d 
everybody  wondered  I  could  leave  them,  they  were 
so  fuU  of  speculations  upon  the  great  even!  which 
lately  happened  ;^  but  I  am  of  opinion  aooie  tinte 
will  be  necessary  to  produce  any  consequences. 
Some  consequences  will  certainly  follow  ;  but  tijcr 
must  ripen  matters  for  them.  I  could  send  you  masy 
speculations  of  my  own  and  others  upon  this  sulgec^ 
but  it  is  too  nice  a  subject  for  me  to  handle  in  a  pc^i 
letter.  It  is  not  everybody  who  ought  to  have  libcrt} 
to  abuse  their  superiors;  if  a  man  has  so  nnuch  vc 
as  to  get  the  m^ority  of  mankind  on  his  aide  he  is 
often  safe  ;  or  if  he  is  known  to  have  talents  that  cui 
make  an*  abuse  stick  close  he  is  stUI  safer.  \vii 
may  say  where  is  the  occasion  of  abusini^  anyboai  t 
I  never  did  in  my  life ;  but  you  have  often  told  truLJ 
of  persons  who  would  rather  you  had  abused  the&. 
in  the  grossest  manner. 

I  may  say  in  parliament  that  we  are  impoTexi«lieil 
at  home  and  rendered  contemptible  abroad,  becauar 
nobody  will  care  to  call  upon  me  to  prove  it ;  but  I 
do  not  know  whether  I  may  venture  to  put  that  in  i 
letter,  at  least  in  a  letter  to  a  disaffected  per^^a : 
such  you  will  be  reputed  as  long  as  you  lire  ;  aitc 
your  death  perhaps  you  may  stand  reetuM  in  cteria, 

1  met  our  friend  Pope  in  town ;  he  is  as  sure  to  b^ 
there  in  a  bustle  as  a  porpus  in  a  storm.  He  tc4i 
me  that  he  would  retire  to  Twickenham  for  a  furt- 
night ;  but  I  doubt  it  much.  Since  I  found  by  }oo* 
last  that  your  hand  and  your  head  are  both  in  ic 
good  a  condition,  let  me  hear  from  you  sometimt^ 
And  do  not  be  discouraged  that  I  send  yon  noth:z:j 
worth  reading  now.  I  have  talked  with  nobod^i  l*** 
some  time  past  but  farmers  and  ploughmen  ;'Tvkea 
I  come  into  good  company  again  I  may  possiblj  1-* 
less  insipid ;  but  in  whatever  condition  I  am  I  thall 
always  be  most  ambitious  of  your  firiendship  txA 
most  desirous  of  your  esteem,  being  most  faithful)} 
and  sincerely,  dear  sir,  your  obedient  humble  «<-r- 
vant,  BATHiTBsr. 

TO  MR.  FAULKNER. 

Deanery-home,  December  15,  ITTT 
Mb.  Fauulneb, — ^The  short  treatise  that  I  here  vod 
you  enclosed  was  put  into  my  hands  by  a  very  wortb\ 
person  [Alexander  Macaulay,  esq.],  of  much  anri«:i: 
learning,  as  well  as  knowledge  in  the  laws  of  N>:^ 
kingdoms.  He  is  likewise  a  most  loyal  subject  t» 
king  GeorgCi  and  wholly  attached  to  the  Han«niT 
family,  and  is  a  gentleman  of  as  many  virtnes  »«  1 
have  anywhere  met  However,  it  seenw  he  cann  < 
be  blind  or  unconcerned  at  the  mistaken  condu: 
of  his  country  in  a  point  of  the  highest  unportant  •" 
to  its  welfare.  He  has  learnedly  shown,  from  ib^ 
practice  of  all  wise  nations  in  past  and  Iste  a/n, 
that  tillage  was  the  great  principle  and  foundation  J 
their  wealth,  and  recommends  the  practice  of  it  t<> 
this  kingdom  with  the  most  weighty  reasons.  Ht 
mentions  the  prodigious  sums  sent  out  yearly  f^r 
importing  all  sorts  of  corn,  in  the  miserable  monrw 
less  condition  we  are  now  in.  To  which  I  caoact 
but  add  that,  in  reading  the  resolutions  of  the  Ik 
sessions,  I  have  observed  in  several  papers  that  the 
honourable  house  of  commons  seem  to  be  of  th« 
same  sentimentt  although  the  increaae  of  Ulli^  msv 

'^  Madame  la  Touche.  a  French  lady. 
''  The  death  of  quevn  Caroline*  on  Suaday  ewaisf,  N<ix<t 
bor  20,  1737. 
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»e  of  MlTiiiUigte  to  the  clergy,  whom  I  conoeWe  to 
te  as  loyal  m  body  of  men  to  the  present  king  and 
amily  as  any  in  the  nation ;  and  by  the  great  pro- 
idence  of  God  it  it  so  ordered  that,  if  the  clergy  be 
sirly  dealt  with,  whatever  increaies  their  mainte- 
laiice  will  more  largely  increase  the  estates  of  the 
aaded  men  and  the  profits  of  their  farmers. 

I  desire  yon,  Mr.  Faulkner,  to  print  the  treatise 
n  a  fair  letter  and  a  good  paper.  I  am  your  faithful 
t-i  end  and  servant,  Jonatham  Swift. 


TO  DR.  CLANCY. 

Dwoery-hoon,  CliTMtiau^y,  17S7. 
)  I R,— Some  friend  of  mine  leni  me  a  comedy,*  which 
am  told  was  written  by  you :  I  read  it  carefully, 
vith  much  pleasure,  on  account  both  of  the  charac- 
crs  and  the  moral.  I  have  no  interest  with  the 
»eople  of  the  playhouse,  else  1  should  gladly  re- 
•onamend  it  to  them.  I  send  you  a  small  present,*^ 
II  such  gold  as  will  not  give  you  trouble  to  change ; 
or  I  much  pity  your  loss  of  sight,^  which  if  it  pleased 
iod  to  let  you  enjoy,  your  other  talents  might  have 
»een  your  honest  support,  and  have  eased  you  of 
I  our  present  confinement.  I  am,  sir,  your  well- 
vishing  friend  and  humble  servant, 

Jonathan  Swift. 

[  know  not  who  lent  me  the  play ;  if  it  came  from 

you  I  will  send  it  back  to-morrow. 
This  letter  and  the  packet  were  sealed  with  the  head 

of  Socrates. 

FROM  LADY  HOITTH. 

December  SS,  17S7. 
D«AB  Sib,— Kuowinff  you  to  be  very  poor  I  have 
tent  you  a  couple  of  wild-ducks»  a  couple  of  par- 
ridges,  a  side  of  vension,  and  some  plover,  which 
,vill  help  to  keep  your  house  this  Christmas.  You 
nay  make  a  miser's  feast,  and  drink  your  blue-eyed 
lynoph*'  in  a  bumper,  as  we  do  the  drapier;  and 
.« heu  these  are  out  let  me  know,  and  you  shall  have 
i  fresh  supply.  I  have  sent  them  by  a  blackguard, 
Allowing  you  to  be  of  a  very  generous  temper, 
hough  ver)'  poor.  My  lord  and  husband  joins  with 
lie  in  wishing  you  a  merry  Christmas,  and  many  of 
licm ;  and  am  sincerely  your  affectionate  friend  and 
>ca-nymph, 

[f  I  signed  my  name,  and  the  letter  should  be  found, 
y  ou  and  I  might  be  suspected. 

FROM  DR.  CLANCY. 

DeeembeT  37.  1737. 
Rp.vBRBMD  Sib,— When  I  strive  to  express  the 
ihorough  sense  I  have  of  your  humanity  and  good- 
lu'sw,  ray  attempt  ceases  in  admiration  of  them.  You 
liave  favoured  my  performance  with  some  degree  of 
Approbation,  and  you  have  considered  my  unfor- 
tunate condition  by  a  mark  of  your  known  bene- 
volence; from  my  very  soul  I  sincerely  thank  you. 
ihat  approbation,  which  in  some  more  happy  periods 
r>f  niy  life  would  have  made  me  proud  even  to  vanity, 
hns  now  in  my  distress  comforted  and  soothed  my 
misery. 

If  I  did  not  fear  being  troublesome  I  should  do 
mj  »elf  the  honour  of  waiting  upon  you  if  you  will 

•  ••  The  Rharper,**  the  prinripal  chiir«rt«v  of  which  perform- 
ince  waa  desi/nwd  to  reprcfcut  oolouet  Chartrei. 

^  TiiiR  packet  eontaiiied  ftve  poanda  in  tmaXX  pkecceof  gold  of 
lUiEifrent  kiudi,  of  which  the  hajgea^  did  not  exceed  the  value 
jf  fi^e  ahillinga. 

•  l)r.  CUiic}'  had  punucd  the  itndy  of  phyvir.  and  ™  I»* 
IrniiisHi  by  Dr.  Hchham ;  »mt  having  KmI  hU  eight  by  a  QoM  In 
1737.  befiire  he  ooiald  tcguUrly  engage  in  the  biiabie«  of  his 
|in>U's.U>n.  lie  kept  a  Latin  acliool  for  his  Kuppoit.       

'  Lady  Ilowth  having  \«ry  simrkUog  Wue-grey  eyee,  Dr. 
Swift  need  to  distinguish  her  by  the  nsmeof  *' the  Moseyed 
nyiaph.*' 
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be  pleased  to  permit  me  to  do  so.  At  any  time  I 
am  ready  to  obey  your  command ;  and  am,  with  the 
utmost  respect  and  gratitude,  sir,  your  most  obliged 
humble  servant,  Mic.  Clancy. 

TO  MR.  FAULKNER. 

Deanery-hooM,  Dublin,  January  6,  1739.  * 
8iB, — I  have  often  mentioned  to  you  an  earnest  de- 
stre  I  had,  and  still  have,  to  record  Uie  merit  and 
services  of  the  lord-mayor,  Humphrey  French,  whom 
I  often  desired,  i^r  his  mayoralty,  to  give  me  an 
account  of  many  passages  that  happened  in  his 
mayoralty,  and  which  he  has  tofteu  put  off  on  the 
pretence  of  his  forgetfulness,  but  in  rcalit)'  of  his 
modest}' :  I  take  him  to  be  a  hero  in  his  kind,  and 
that  he  ought  to  be  imitated  by  all  his  successors,  as 
fiu  as  their  genius  can  reach.  I  desire  you  therefore 
to  inquire  among  all  his  friends  whom  you  are  ac- 
quainted with  to  press  them  to  give  you  the  par- 
ticulars of  what  they  can  remember,  not  only  during 
the  general  conduct  of  his  life,  wherever  he  had  any 
power  or  authority  in  the  city,  but  particularly  from 
Mr.  Maple,  who  was  his  intimate  fnend,  who  knew 
him  best,  and  could  give  the  most  just  character  of 
himself  and  his  actions. 

When  I  shall  have  got  a  sufficient  information  of 
all  these  particulars,  I  will,  although  I  am  oppressed 
with  Bge  and  infirmities,  stir  up  all  the  little  spirit  I 
can  raise  to  give  the  public  an  account  of  that  great 
patriot;  and  propose  nim  as  an  example  to  all  future 
magistrates,  in  order  to  recommend  his  virtues  to 
this  miserable  kingdom.  I  am,  sir,  your  very  humble 
servant,  Jonathan  Swift. 

TO  MR.  ALDERMAN  BARBER. 

DabUn.  January  17. 173S. 
Mv  DBAR  OLD  Feiend, — I  havc  for  almost  three  years 
past  been  only  the  shadow  of  my  former  self,  with 
years  and  sickness,  and  rage  against  all  public  pro- 
ceedings,  especially  in    this    miserable    oppressed 
countr)'.     I  have  entirely  lost  my  memorj-,  except 
when  it  is  roused  by  perpetual  subjects  of  vexation. 
Mr.  Richardson,  who  b  your  manager  in  your  so- 
ciety of  Londonderry,  tells  me  he  hears  you  are  in 
tolerable  health  and  good  spirits.     I  lately  saw  him, 
and  he  said  he  intended  soon  to  wait  on  you  in  Lon- 
don.    He  is  a  gentleman  of  very  good  abilities,  and 
a  member  of  parliament  here.      He  comes  often  to 
town,  and  then  I  never  fail  of  seeing  him  at  the 
deaner}',  where  we  constantly  drink  your  health.     I 
have  not  been  out  of  doors  farther  than  my  gartlcn 
for  several  months,  and,  unless  the  summer  will 
assist  me,  I  believe  there  will  be  the  end  of  ray 
travels.    Our  friend  Lewis  has  written  to  me  once 
or  twice,  and  makes  the  same  complaint  that  I  do, 
so  that  you  are  the  heartiest  person  of  the  three.     I 
luckily  call  to  mind  an  affiur  that  many  of  my  friends 
have  pressed  me  to.    There  is  a  church-living  in 
your  gift,  and  upon  your  society  lands,  which  is  now 
possessed  by  one  Dr.  Squire,  who  is  so   decayed 
that  he  cannot  possibly  live  a  month.     This  living, 
I  am  told,  is  about  120/.,  or  something  more,  a-year ; 
I  remember  I  got  it  for  him  by  the  assistance  of  sir 
William  Withers  and  you ;  and  since  It  is  now  likely 
to  be  so  soon  vacant,  I  insist  upon  it  that  if  Dr. 
Squire    dies  you  will    bestow  it  to  Mr.  William 
Dunkin,  a  clergyman  upon  whose  character  I  have 
lately  taken  him  into  my  favour.    He  is  a  gentleman 
of  much  wit,  and  the  best  English,  as  well  as  Latin, 
poet  in  this  kingdom  :  he  has  100/.  a-year  from  our 
university,  to  be  continued  till  he  is  provided  for. 
He  is  a  pious  regular  man,  highly  esteemed ;   but 
our  bishops,  like  yours,  have  little  regard  for  such 
accomplishments  while  they  have  any  dunces  of 
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nephews  or  cousins.  I  therefore  ohnrgf}  you  to  ub6 
your  influence  and  authority  that  Mr.  Dunkin  may 
have  this  church-liring  upon  the  decease  of  Dr. 
Squire;  because  you  know  that  my  talent  was  a 
little  (or  rather  too  much)  turned  to  poetry  ;  but  he 
is  wiser  than  I  because  he  writes'no  satires,  whereby 
you  know  well  enough  how  many  great  people  I 
disobliged,  and  suffered  by  angering  great  people  in 
favour.  Farewell,  my  dear  friend  of  thirty  years* 
standing.  How  many  friends  have  we  lost  since 
our  acquaintance  began  t  I  desire  you  will  present 
my  most  humble  service  and  respect  to  my  lord  and 
lady  Oxford.  I  am  erer,  with  great  affeotion  and 
esteem,  dear  sir,  your  roost  obedient  humble  ser- 
vant, Jonathan  Swift. 
My  kind  love  and  service  to  Mr.  Pope  when  you  see 

him,  and  to  my  old  true  friend,  and  yours,  Mr. 

Lewis. 

To  show  my  memory  gone,  I  wrote  this  letter  a  week 
ago,  and  thought  it  was  sent,  till  I  found  it  this 
morning,  which  is  January  28,  1738. 

TO  MISS  KICHARDSON. 

Jantuiry  S8. 1738. 
Madam,— I  must  begin  my  correspondence  by  letting 
you  know  that  your  uncle  is  the  most  unreasonable 
person  I  was  ever  acquainted  with;  and  next  to 
him  you  are  the  second,  although  I  think  impar- 
tially that  you  are  worse  than  he.  I  never  had  the 
honour  and  happiness  of  seeing  you,  nor  can  ever 
expect  it,  unless  you  make  the  first  advance  by 
coming  up  to  town,  where  I  am  confined  by  want 
of  health  ;  and  my  travelling  days  are  over.  I  find 
you  follow  your  uncle's  steps  by  maliciously  bribing 
a  useless  man,  who  can  never  have  it  in  his  power 
to  serve  or  divert  you.  I  have  indeed  continued  a 
very  long  friendship  with  alderman  Barber,  who  is 
governor  of  the  London  Society  about  your  parts; 
whereon  Mr.  Richardson  [of  Ivilmacduac]  came  to 
the  deanerj-,  although  it  was  not  in  my  power  to  do 
him  the  least  good  office  further  than  writing  to  the 
alderman.  However,  your  uncle  came  to  me  several 
times,  and  I  believe,  after  several  invitations,  dined 
with  me  once  or  twice.  This  was  all  the  provocation 
I  ever  gave  him,  but  he  had  revenge  in  his  breast, 
and  you  shall  hear  how  he  gratified  it.  First,  he 
was  told  *'  that  my  ill  stomach,  and  a  giddiness  I 
was  subject  to,  forced  me,  in  some  of  those  fits,  to 
take  a  spoonful  of  usquebaugh : "  he  discovered 
where  I  bought  it,  and  sent  me  a  dozen  bottles, 
which  cost  him  3/.  He  next  was  told  *<  that,  as  I 
never  drank  malt-liquors,  so  I  was  not  able  to  drink 
Dublin  claret  without  mixing  it  with  a  little  sweet 
Spanish  wine:*'  he  found  out  the  merchant  with 
whom  I  deal,  by  the  treachery  of  my  butler,  and 
sent  me  twelve  dozen  pints  of  that  wine,  for  which 
he  paid  6^  But  what  can  I  say  of  a  man  who,  some 
years  before  I  ever  saw  him,  was  loading  me  every 
season  with  salmons,  that  surfeited  myself  and  all  my 
visitors,  whereby  it  is  plain  that  his  malice  reached 
to  all  my  friends  as  well  as  myself)  At  last,  to 
complete  his  ill  designs,  he  must  needs  force  his 
niece  into  the  plot,  because  it  can  be  proved  that  you 
are  his  prime  minister,  and  so  ready  to  Encourage 
him  in  his  bad  proceedings  that  you  have  been  his 
partaker  and  second  in  mischief  by  sending  me  half 
a  dozen  of  shirts,  although  I  never  once  gave  you  the 
least  cause  of  displeasure.  And  what  is  worse,  the 
few  ladies  that  come  to  the  deanery  assure  me  they 
never  saw  so  fine  linen,  or  better  worked  up,  or 
more  exactly  fitted.  It  is  a  happiness  they  were 
"  Mockings,  for  then  you  would  have  known  the 
of  my  foot.  Upon  the  whole,  madam,  I  must 
plainly  as  to  repeat  that  you  ar«  more  cruel 


even  than  yotir  untile';  to  tuefa  m  4egr«e  that,  if  nj 
health  and  a  good  aunmer  can  put  it  in  my  power 
to  travel  to  SummenMt,  V  m«t  take  that  journey 
on  purpose  to  expostulate  with  yon  tor  mil  the  ua- 
prcfToktd  Injuries  you  have  done  ne<  1  have  are* 
some  persons  who  live  iti  youmei^bbomhood,  Iroai 
whom  I  have  inquired  into  your  chtentter ;  but  1 
found  you  had  bribed  them  all  by  never  eewfinf 
them  any  sUch  dangeroita  preaente  7  for  they  swpr 
to  me  <*  that  you  were  a  lady  adora^  with  all  per- 
fections, such  as  virtue,  prudence,  -wit,  humour,  ex- 
cellent conversation,  and  even  good  houaewiiety;* 
which  last  is  seldom  the  talent  of  Indies  in  this 
kingdom.  But  I  take  so'  ill  ydur'maliner  of  treaties 
me  that  I  shall  not  believe  one  sjUsble  of  what  the; 
said,  until  I  have  it  by  letter  under  jomt  own  haod. 
Our  common  run  of  ladles  here  dare  not  read  be- 
fore a  man,  and  much  less  dare  to  write,  for  fiear  (« 
their  expression  is)  of  being  exposed.  80  diat,wiai 
I  see  any  of  your  sex,  if  they  be  worth  mendii^.  I 
beat  them  all,  call  them  names,  until  they  leave  f€ 
their  follies  and  ask  pardon.  And  therefore,  l>^- 
cause  princei  are  said  to  have  long  handa,  I  wish  I 
were  a  prince  with  hands  long  enough  to  beat  yn 
at  this  distance,  for  all  your  faulta,  particnlarly  jve 
ill  treatment  of  me.  However,  I  vrill  conclude  w6 
charity.  May  you  tlever  give  me  eftnee  to  chn^. 
in  any  single  article,  the  opinion  and  ide«  I  kcvv  •'f 
your  person  and  qualities  *.  may  you  ever  long  ca»- 
tinue  the  delight  of  your  uncle  and  your  neighbos'* 
round,  who  deserve  your  good  will,  and  of  all  v^. 
have  merit  enough  to  distinguish  you ! 

I  am,  with  great  respect  and  the  highest  catcee. 
madam,  your  most  obedient  and  mott  obliged  humUf 
servant,  Jonathan  Svirr. 


FKOM  THE  EARL  OP  ORRERY  tO  Mtl&  WHTTCWiT 

D«k0-streeU  WeibBiaslcr,  Febcnary  14.  ITS 
Madam, — I  must  answer  a  letter  I  nerer  receiroi 
The  dean  teUs  me  you  wrote  to  me  ;  but  the  aeas «.? 
the  postmasters  are  in  possession  of  the  manuscRpc 
Should  it  fall  into  Curll's  hands  it  nAy  come  icU» 
print,  and  then  I  must  answer  it  in  print,  "^Kkidx 
will  give  me  a  happy  opportunity  of  letting  tv 
world  know  bow  much  I  am  yonr  Admirer  s^ 
servant 

I  agree  entirely  with  the  peraon  who  writes  tkm 
or  four  paragraphs  in  the  dean's  letter.  UiuQCjr 
and  wit  are,  like  gold  and  silver,  in  g;reni  pleat;  & 
Ireland ;  nor  is  there  anybody  that  wanta  either  bat 
that  abominable  dean,  the  bane  of  all  learoiD^ 
sense,  and  virtue.  I  wish  we  had  him  h«fv  t^ 
punish  him  for  his  various  offences,  particularlj  ler 
his  abhorrence  of  the  dear  dear  fiuhiona  of  this  polit^ 
age.  Pray,  madam,  send  him,  and  yo«  will  L*** 
what  a  aimple  figure  he  will  make  amoa^  the  emt 
men  of  our  island,  who  are  every  day  impfoviBf 
themselves  in  all  valuable  qualities  and  noble  ptis- 
ciples. 

I  rejoice  to  hear  your  lair  daughter  is  in  heahK 
I  am,  to  her  and  you,  a  most  obedient  hnmble  «T' 
vant,  0«KcaK 

FROM  CHSVAUER  RAMSAY. 

Paris,  Fsbraaiy  ««.  I'i^ 

I  SEHO  you  here  enclosed  the  bill  of  Udlaf  Ibr  ihf 
small  box  of  books  I  wrote  of  to  you  eome  tine  «{«< 
I  shall  be  glad  to  hear  yon  received  theoi,  rqc4 
more  to  know  if  the  peruaal  pleased  yon :  no  wm 
having  a  higher  Idea  of  your  talenta,  genios,  aad 
capacity,  than  he  who  is,  with  great  reepeef,  rr^t- 
rend  sir,  your  moet  humble  and  most  ohedicot  so- 
vantp  A.  lUJOiv. 


JBF18TOLABT  OOUtESFOMDSKCX. 


9IL0M  loss  lUCBABJOBOS^ 


Fflmary  S3, 178S. 
sm,— ^I  vat  ifiTPuied  some  time  ago  with  your  most 
•bliguag  letter,  wheneia  you  are  {tleased  to  «ay  ao 
nany  civil  thioga  to  oBe  that  X  have  been  altogath/er 
.t  a  loaa  bow  to  maka  proper  ackupwledgmenta  for 
he  honour  you  have  done  me.  The  commeudationa 
ou  are  ao  good-  aa  to  beatow  upon  me  would  make 
ny  vanity  inaufferable  to  my  neighboura  if  1  were 
lot  conacious  that  I  do  not  deaerve  them;  and  al- 
hough  I  ahall  alwaya  account  it  a  great  unhappineia 
o  me  that  I  never  have  been  in  yov  company,  yet 
his  advantage  I  have  from  it,  that  my  faulta  are  un- 
known to  yo«.  If  I  hftve  anything  conupendable 
.bout  me  I  aincerely  own  royaelf  indebted  to  you 
or  it,  baling .  endeavoured  aa  much  aa  I  could  to 
nodel  myaelf  by  the  uaeful  inatructiona  that  are  to 
>e  gathered  from  your  worka ;  for  which  my  aex  in 
general  (although  I  believe  aome  of  them  do  not 
hink  ao)  ia  highly  obliged  to  you.  The  opinion  you 
ire  pleaaedto  entertain  of  me  I  ftmcyia  owing  to  my 
mcle'a  partiality,  who  baa  frequently  been  ao  kind 
ta  to  take  paina  to  make  peraona  unacquainted  with 
ne  think  better  of  me  than  afterwarda  they  found  I 
leaerved.  I  have  great  reaaon  to  complain  of  his 
reatment  in  thia  particular ;  but  in  all  othera  1  have 
net  with  ao  much  kindneaa  from  him  that  I  muat 
hink  it  my  duty  to  lay  hold  of  every  opportunity 
hat  ialla  in  my  way  to  oblige  him.  Sir,  you  have  it 
u  your  power  to  give  me  one,  bv  making  him  a  visit 
it  Summeraeat,  where  all  the  skill  I  have  in  house- 
leeping  should  be  employed  to  have  everything  in 
iiat  manner  that  would  be  most  pleaaing  to  you, 
.vhich  I  know  is  the  most  agreeable  service  I  could 
lo  for  ham.  You  are  pleased  to  wish  in  your  letter 
hat  you  had  hands  long  enough  to  beat  me.  What 
tn  honour  and  happiness  would  I  esteem  it  to  be 
bought  worthy  of  your  correction !  But  I  fear  you 
Yould  find  my  fatxits  so  nnmeroua  that  you  would 
hink  me  one  of  thote  ladiee  that  do  not  deaerve  to 
le  mended. 

Your  letter  would  have  giren  me  the  greatest 
ilcasore  of  anything  I  have  ever  met  with,  had  It 
lot  been  for  the  complainta  you  make  of  your 
lealth,  which  give  me  a  moat  aenaible  concern,  as 
bey  ought  to  do  everybody  that  haa  any  regard  lor 
his  kingdom.  I  hope  the  good  weather  will  aet  you 
-ight,  and  that  the  anmmer  will  induce  yon  to  vialt 
Jits  northern  part  of  the  world.  I  fear  1  have  by 
hia  time  tired  out  your  patience  with  female  imper- 
inenre,  and  given  you  too  great  reaaon  to  change 
Jie  favourable  thoughts  you  did  me  the  honour  to 
entertain  of  me :  I  will  forbear  to  be  longer  trouble- 
lome  to  you,  only  I  beg  leave  to  add  my  beat  wiahea 
br  your  good  health,  that  you  may  live  many  yeara 
to  be  a  bleaalng  to  mankind  in  general,  and  this 
roontry  in  particular.  I  am,  with  the  higheat  ea- 
!eem  and  greateet  respect,  air,  your  moat  obedient 
ind  most  humble  aervaAt,      Kath.  Richaiumon. 


TO  MR.  FAULKNER. 

Maivh  8. 1738* 
3 in, — Some  of  my  friends  wonder  very  much  at  your 
lelaying  to  publish  that  treatiae  of  *'  Polite  Con- 
rer«ation/'  Ac.,  when  you  ao  often  desired  that  I 
thouUl  hasten  to  correct  the  several  copies  yon  sent 
me,  which,  as  ill  aa  I  have  been,  and  am  atiU,  I  de- 
ipatched  as  fast  aa  I  got  them.  I  expect  you  would 
Anish  it  immediately  and  send  it  to  me ;  I  hope  you 
ba^e  observed  all  the  corrections.  I  bear  you  luive 
uot  above  four  or  five  pages  remaining.  I  find 
people  think  you  are  too  negligent ;  and  if  you  delay 
onger  what  you  fear  may  come  to  paae,  that  the 

•  Aftervard  Mra  PAtt. 


Sii(^tth  edition  mmf  eome  over  before  yo«  have  your 
own  ready*    I  am  your  humble  aervant, 

Jonathan  Swift. 


TO  int.  ALDERMAN  BARBER. 

Dublin.  Much  9. 1738. 
Mr  dbab  and  cosktant  Fsibnd,— I  received  yours 
of  February  lltfa,  and  find  with  great  pleasure  that 
we  preserve  the  aame  mutual  affection  we  ever  pro- 
feaaed,  aa  well  aa  the  same  principles  in  church  and 
atate.  Aa  to  what  you  hint,  aa  if  I  were  not  cautious 
enough  in  making  recommendationa,  you  know  I 
have  conveiaed  too  long  with  miniaters  to  ofilend 
upon  that  article,  which  I  never  did  but  once,  and 
that  when  I  vraa  a  beginner.  You  may  remember 
thatt  on  Mr.  Addiaon's  dealre,  I  applied  to  my  lord- 
treasurer  Oxford  in  favour  of  Mr.  Steele,  and  hia 
lordahip  gave  me  a  gentle  rebuke,  which  cured  me 
for  ever :  although  I  got  many  emplovments  for  my 
friends  where  no  objection  could  be  made,  yet 
J  oonfeas  that  Dr.  Delany,  the  most  eminent 
preacher  we  have,  is  a  very  unlucky  recommender ; 
for  he  forced  me  to  countenance  Filkington,  intro- 
duced him  to  me,  and  praised  the  wit,  virtue,  and 
humour  of  bhn  and  his  wife ;  whereaa  he  proved 
the  falleat  rogue,  and  ehe  the  moat  profligate  whore 
in  cither  kingdom.  She  vraa  taken  in  the  fact  by 
her  own  hual^d :  he  is  now  suing  for  a  divorce, 
and  will  not  compaas  it ;  she  ia  auing  for  a  main- 
tenance, and  he  haa  none  to  give  her.  As  to  Mr. 
Richardson,  hia  father  wma  a  gentleman,  and  hia 
eldest  brother  ia  a  dean.  Their  father  had  hut  a 
email  fortune ;  your  manager  waa  the  younger  son ; 
he  haa  an  excellent  understanding  in  buainess,  with 
aome  ahare  of  learning ;  his  prudence  obliges  him  to 
keep  fair  with  all  partiea,  which,  in  this  kingdom, 
ia  necessary  fbr  one  who  haa  to  deal  with  numbera, 
aa  the  buabicea  of  vour  aodety  requirea.  It  is  hia 
interest  to  deal  juatiy  with  your  corporation,  becauae 
people  who  envy  hia  employment  would  be  ready 
enough  to  complain;  and  yet,  although  he  haa  a 
good  estate,  I  have  not  heard  him  taxed  with  any 
unjuat  meana  in  procuring  it.  He  ia  a  bachelor, 
like  you  and  me,  and  Uvea  with  a  maiden  niece, 
who  ia  a  young  woman  of  rery  good  sense  and  dis- 
cretion. He  is  a  member  of  the  house  of  commona, 
and  acta  aa  smoothly  there  aa  he  does  in  the  country. 
I  am  ao  long  npon  this  becauae  I  believe  it  will  give 
you  a  true  notion  of  the  man ;  and  if  you  find,  by 
hia  manageaaent,  that  he  givea  you,  who  are  the 
governor,  any  cauae  of  complaint,  let  me  know  the 
particulars,  which  I  will  fkrther  inquire  into.  I 
muat  next  say  something  of  Mr.  Dunkin.  I 
told  you  he  waa  a  man  of  geniua,  and  the  best  poet 
we  have,  and  you  know  that  la  a  trade  wherein  I 
have  meddled  too  much  for  my  quiet,  as  well  aa  my 
fortune ;  but  I  find  it  generally  agreed  that  he  ia  a 
thorough  churchman  in  all  regards.  His  atmt,  to 
whom  he  vraa  legal  heir,  bequeathed  her  whole  estate 
to  his  univeraity,  only  leaving  him  an  allowance  of 
70/.  per  annum  to  support  him  till  he  waa  better 
provided  for ;  but  I  prevailed  on  the  provost  and 
fellows  to  make  it  1001.  a-year.  Yeaterday  I  sent 
for  Mr.  Dunkin,  and  catechiaed  him  strictly  on  his 
principles,  and  was  fully  satisfied  in  them  by  him- 
self, aa  I  waa  before  by  many  of  his  friends ;  there- 
fore I  insist  that  you  riiall  think  of  nobody  else, 
much  leas  of  Mr.  Lloyd,  who  is  not  to  be  compared 
in  any  one  view.  Dr.  Squire  may  Unger  out  for 
some  time,  aa  consumptive  people  happen  to  do,  but 
ia  paat  hopea  of  recovery.  My  dear  friend,  I  can- 
not atruggic  with  disorders  as  well  as  you,  for,  aa  I 
am  older,  my  deafiieas  is  very  vexatious,  and  my 
memory  almost  entirely  gone,  except  what  I  retalv 
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of  former  timet  and  friendi,  beaidet  frequent  retumi 
of  that  cruel  giddiness  which  you  have  leen  me 
under,  although  not  aa  yet  with  ao  much  Tiotenoe. 
You,  God  be  praised,  keep  vour  memory  and  hear* 
ing,  and  your  health  is  much  better  than  mine»  be* 
sides  the  assistance  of  much  abler  phyalciana.  If 
you  know  Dr.  Mead  pray  present  him  with  my 
most  humble  senrice  and  grateful  adcnowledgments 
of  his  &YourB.  Dear  Mr.  Alderman,  why  do  you 
make  excuses  for  writing  long  letters  Y  I  now  no- 
body  who  writes  better,  or  with  more  spirit,  with 
vour  memory  as  entire  as  a  young  man  of  wit  and 
numour.  I  repeat  that  yon  present  my  most  humble 
service  to  my  lord  and  lady  Oxford,  and  my  old 
friend  Mr.  Lewis.  What  is  become  of  Mr.  Ford  1 
Is  he  alive  1  I  never  hear  from  him.  We  thank 
your  good  city  for  the  present  it  sent  us  of  a  braee 
of  monsters  called  blasten,  or  blasphemers,  or  bac- 
chanalians (as  they  are  here  called  in  print),  whereof 
Worsdail  the  painter,  and  one  Lints  (a  painter  too 
as  I  hear),  are  the  leaders.  Pray  God  bless  you,  my 
dear  friend,  and  let  us  have  a  correspondence  as 
long  as  I  live.  I  am  ever,  most  dear  sir,  your  con- 
stant esteemer  and  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

JoNATHAM  Swift. 

I  have  five  old  small  ailver  medals  of  Cesar's,  Tery 
plain,  with  the  inscription :  they  were  found  in 
an  old  churchyard.  Would  my  lord  Oxford  think 
them  worth  taking  1 

FROM  MR.  ALDBRMAN  BARBER. 

Loadoi.  March  13. 17S8. 
Most  deab  and  honoured  Fbibnd, — It  was  with 
great  pleasure  I  received  yours  of  the  9th  of  March, 
•with  the  state  of  your  health,  which  was  the  more 
agreeable  as  it  contradicted  the  various  reports  wq 
had  of  you ;  for  you  remember  that  our  new(Q)aperB 
take  the  privilege  of  killing  all  persons  they  do  not 
like  as  often  as  they  please.  I  have  had  the  honour 
to  be  decently  interred  about  six  times  in  their 
weekly  memoirs,  which  I  have  always  read  with 
great  satisfaction. 

I  am  very  well  satisfied  with  your  character  of 
Mr.  Dunkin,  and  desire  that  he  would  immediately 
draw  a  petidon  in  form,  directed  to  the  governor, 
ftc.,  which  petition  I  desire  that  you  only  would 
underwrite,  with  your  recommendation,  and  a  cha- 
racter of  him,  which  you  will  please  to  send  to  me, 
to  be  made  use  of  at  my  discretion.  He  need  not 
come  over,  but  inform  me  aa  soon  as  possible  of 
Dr.  Squire's  death. 

I  haye  made  your  compliments  to  lord  and  lady 
Oxford,  who  are  both  well,  and  rejoiced  to  hear  of 
your  health.  They  give  you  their  thanks  for  your 
remembrance,  and  are  your  faithful  friends. 

His  lordship  is  Tery  well  pleased  with  your  pre- 
sent of  the  medals,  and  desires  you  will  send  them 
by  the  first  safe  hand  that  comes  over.  Is  it  not 
shocking  that  that  noble  lord,  who  has  no  vices 
(except  buying  manuscripts  and  curiosities  may  be 
called  so),  has  not  a  guinea  in  his  pocket,  and  is 
selling  a  great  part  of  his  estate  to  pay  his  debts  1 
and  that  estate  of  his  produces  near  20^)001.  a^year. 
I  say,  is  it  not  shocking  1  But  indeed  most  of  oar 
nobility  with  great  estates  are  in  the  same  way.  My 
lord  Burlington  is  now  selling,  in  one  article,  9000/. 
a-year  in  Ireland,  for  200,000/.,  which  won't  pay  his 
debts. 

Dr.  Mead  is  proud  of  your  compliments,*  and  re- 
turns  his  thanks  and  service. 

Mr.  Lewis  I  have  not  seen,  but  hear  he  is  pretty 
well. 
Mr.  Ford,  I  am  told,  is  the»  most  regular  mail 
•  The  dran  hiid  nuds  Dr.  Mead  a  ivsteat  of  bis  works. 


living  (  iar  from  hia  lodgiagata  the  HaI1^4o  the 
Coooa-«to  the  tavern— 4o  bed,  -ia  J»ia  ranetant  coucss. 

These  cold  winds  oi  kOe  bane  aiCectod  me ;  b« 
as  the  warm  weather  if  eoniiDg  on  I  hope  to  W 
better  than  I  am,  though  I  thank  God  X  aa  now  ia 
batter  health  than  I  hare  been  in  &r  naay  yean. 
Among  the  other  blessings  I  enjoy  I  am  of  •  cheev- 
ful  dispoaitian,  and  I  laugh,  and  am  laagfaed  at  ia 
ray  turn,  which  helpa  off  the  tedious  hoora. 

I  hope  the'  spring  wiU.  have  a  good  cffiaet  upoo 
yon,  and  will  help  your  hearing  and  other  iafira- 
ittes,  and  that  I  shall  have  the  pleaauie  to  hear  •» 
from  your  own. hand. 

You  'wiU  please  to  obseira  thnt  I  mm  provid  of 
every  occasion  of  showing  my  graUtode  to  yon,  mt, 
to  whom  I  nuMt  ever  own  the  gveateat  oMigafioss. 

Pray  God  bless  you  and  preserve  too,  ami  bebrtr 
me  always,  dear  air,  your  most  faithful  and  bm* 
obedient  humble  servant,  Joaa  Babbbl 

FBOM  DR.  KING  TO  M&.  DSANE  SWIFT.* 

St  Mvy-hall,  Oiom  Mamah  U,  1T». 
Sw, — I  did  not  receire  your  letter  of  the  4ih  i^ 
yesterday.     It  vras  sent  after  me  to  Ijoadon,  sad 
from  thence  returned  to  Oxford. 

I  am  much  concerned  that  I  cannot  aee  yon  \»kn 
you  go  to  Ireland,  because  I  intended  to  hxwt  sat 
by  yon  a  packet  for  the  dean.  It  haa  been  no  £>sl£ 
of  mine  that  he  has  not  heard  from  nc.  I  hxn 
written  two  iettece  for  him  (both  endoaed  to  Mn: 
Whiteway)  since  I  received  the  mauoscript  fiic 
lord  Orrery.  I  tvrote  again  to  Mra.  Whiievn, 
when  I  was  last  week  in  London,  to  acqaust 
her  that  I  would  write  to  the  dean  by  a  {rieod. 
of  mine  who  is  going  fat  Ireland  in  a  few  dajv 
I  do  not  wondar  my  letters  by  the  post  bave  hen 
intercepted,  since  they  wholly  related  to  the  poh- 
Ucation  of  >^^  whkh  I  am  aaaoxed  ia  a  naorr 
by  no  meana  agreeble  to  aome  of  our  gieet  men*  bu 
indeed  to  some  of  the  dean'a  partiooUr  frieads  k 
London.  In  short*  I  have  been  obliged  to  defrr  tH* 
publication  till  I  can  have  the  dena'e  answ«r  c 
satisfy  the  objections  which  have  been  made  kr 
some  of  his  friends.  I  had  lik^wiae  a  penicuU' 
raaaoa  of  ny  ovm  for  deferring  tbia  work  a  few 
raoBthsi  whkh  I  hare  acquainted  the  dean  with. 

I  mnst  beg  the  fiivour  of  you  to  lenve  behind  y»i 
thef  copyof  the  '*  Toast,"  at  least  to  show  it  to  noln-h 
in  Ireluid ;  for  as  I  an  upon  the  point  of  accuB* 
modaiatig  my  aoit,  the  publication  of  the  book  woaid 
greatly  pr^udioe  my  aflSurs  at  this  jonetnre.  B^: 
this  is  a  caution  I  believe  I  needed  not  bare  giTc2 
ypo. 

Your  friends  in  the  hall  are  all  well.  UTe  «n 
now  very  full. 

Believe  me  to  be,  sir,  your  most  affectionate  xai. 
most  humble  servant,  William  Ki!««. 

Notwithstanding  your  letter  I  am  still  in  soaw  ht«pr< 

of  seeing  you  before  you  go  fi»r  Ireland. 

■  ■  ■         ■      I    I  M 

TO  MR.  ALDBRMAN  BARBER. 

Dublin,  lUfdl  3t»  1T»> 

Mv  DEAR  GOOD  OLD  FbIRND  IN  TUK  BEST  AKD  VOVt 

TIMES, — ^Mr.  Richardson  is  oome  to  town,  and  mK\^ 
only  for  a  wind  to  take  shipping  for  Cheates-,  trow 
whence  he  will  hasten  to  attend  you  aa  hia  govtnwr 
in  London.  I  have  told  you  that  he  is  a  very  dismcL 
prudent  gentleman,  and  I  believe  yonr  society  ran 
never  have  a  better  for  the  station  he  is  in.  I  s^aU 
see  him  some  time  to-day  or  to-morrow  momirc. 
and  shall  desire^  'with  all  his  modesty,  that  b^  pn-^* 
you  to  write  me  a  long  letter,  if  your  health  «iJ 

•  Thca  st  Mnnmottth, 

b  Swift's  *'  History  of  Uis  Fottt  last  Ycsis  of  tka  QomtLT 
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•ennit,  which  I  btUeve  Is  better  than  minet  for  I 
ia>e  a  constant  giddiness  in  my  head,  and,  what  is 
iiore  vexatious,  as  consluM  a  deafness.  I  forget 
>  or)  thing  but  old  firieudship  and  old  opinions.  I 
id  desire  yon  that  yon  wonld,  st  yoor  leisure,  Tisit 
be  few  friends  I  hate  left ;  I  mean  those  of  tiiem 
rith  whom  you  have  any  aequaintaace,  as  my  lord 
nd  lady  Osibrd,  my  brd  Bathurst,  the  eonntess  ef 
rranville,  my  lord  and  lady  Carteret,  my  lord  Wovs- 
py,  my  dear  friend  Mr.  Pope,  and  Mr.  Lewis,  who 
Iwaye  loted  both  you  and  me.  My  lord  Masham 
ntl  some  others  hare  quite  dropped  and  ibrgot  me. 
8  lord  Masbam's  son  good  for  anything  Y  I  did 
lever  like  his  disposition  or  education.  Have  you 
joite  forgot  your  frequent  promises  of  coming  over 
liiher,  and  pass  a  summer  in  attending  your  govem- 
aent  in  Derry  and  Colrane  as  well  as  your 'visitsdon 
t  tlie  deaaeiy  1  the  last  must  be  for  half  the  months 
f  your  stay.  Let  me  know  what  is  become  of  my 
ord  Bolingbroke — ^how  and  where  he  lives,  and 
whether  you  ever  expect  he  will  come  home.  Here 
las  run  about  a  report  that  the  duke  of  Ormond  has 
n  intention,  and  some  countenance,  to  come  ftum 
ris  banishment,  which  I  would  be  extremely  glad  to 
ind  confirmed.  That  glorious  exile  has  suffered  more 
iir  his  virtues  than  ever  the  greatest  villain  did  from 
he  cruelest  tyrant.  I  desire  and  insist  that  Mr. 
:)unkhi  may  have  the  chureh-Hving  upon  Dr.  Squire's 
IrcvnsG,  who  I  am  still  assured  cannot  long  hold  out; 
,11(1  I  take  it  for  granted  that  Mr.  Richardson  will 
lave  no  otjection  against  hhn.  God  preserve  and 
»Ios«  you,  my  dear  friend.  I  am  ever,  with  true 
steem  and  friendship,  your  most  obedient  humHe 
ert-ant,  Jonathan  Bwipt. 


FROM  MR.  FOPS  TO  THE  BARL  OF  ORRERY. 

Avrii  s.  nss. 
WRITE  by  the  same  post  that  I  received  your  very 
obliging  letter.  The  consideration  that  you  show 
oward  me,  in  the  just  apprehension  that  any  news 
»f  the  dean's  condition  might  alarm  me,  is  most  kind 
,11  d  generous.  The  very  last  post  I  wrote  to  him  a 
ong  letter,  Uttle  suspecting  him  in  that  dangerous 
ircumstance.  1  was  so  far  from  fearing  his  health 
hat  I  was  proposing  schemes  and  hoping  possibilities 
or  our  meeting  once  more  in  this  worid.  I  am  weary 
»f  it,  and  shall  have  one  reason  more,  and  one  of  the 
trongest  that  nature  can  give  me  (even  when  she  is 
baking  my  weak  frame  to  pieces),  to  be  willing  to 
i*Rve  this  world  when  our  dear  friend  is  on  the  edge 
tf  the  other.  Yet  I  hope,  I  would  fain  hope,  he  may 
ot  hover  a  while  on  the  brink  of  it,  to  preserve  to 
his  wretched  age  a  relic  and  example  of  the  last.  | 

FROM  MR.  MACAULAY.* 

April  18. 1T8S. 
iKVCRKND  Sib,"-!  have  received  your  letter  of  this 
late,  and  will  wait  upon  you  to-morrow  morning. 

am  extreme^  sorry  to  find  you  meet  with  anything 
hat  affects  or  perplexes  you.  I  hope  I  shall  never 
te  guilty  of  such  black  ingratitude  as  to  omit  any 
•ppurtunity  of  doing  you  every  good  office  in  my 
»ower. 

I  am,  with  the  greatest  esteem  and  gratitude,  reVt 
ir,  }our  moBt  obliged  and  most  obedient  servant, 

Alexander  M^Aulay. 

•  Aathor  of  *<  A  TrMtiie  oa  Titl«M/*  aad  of  a  mmphWi  In 
tvoiir  of  the  UUim  of  the  elmv.  emllnd  **  PrDperty  Inviolable." 
*o  this  peapblel  the  dean  ailudee  la  die  elauee  of  hb  will 
tlirrr  be  lemvee  Mr.  Maeaulay  "the  gold  box  In  which  the 
rtTdom  of  Dublin  wu  vreMmted  to  me,  ••  a  teetimony  of  the 
«ipem  mad  low  1  haYe  lor  him,  oa  aeeoani  of  hit  greet  leani- 
ng, ftoe  netnrel  MUta,  uaeffMtMl  plely  and  benevwleooe.  and 
tie  tmly  hoaonniDle  leal  In  debnee  or  the  leinil  righti  of  the 
leqnr*  m  opposltioB  lo  all  their  aapcoirohed  onMlott.** 


DR.  KINO  TO  MR.  HEANB  SWIFT. 

81.  Mary-hall.  Oxon.  April  SA,  173S. 
Dkaa  Su, — ^I  have  Just  received  your  letter  bv  Mr. 
Birt,  for  which  I  thank  you*  It  is  now  more  than  a 
month  since  I  wrote  to  Mis.  Whiteway  to  acquaint  the 
dean  vnth  the  difficulties  I  met  with  in  regard  to  the 
publication  of  his  history,  and  to  desire  his  advice 
and  directions  in  what  manner  I  should  proceed. 
I  have  not  yet  had  any  answer,  and  till  I  receive  one 
I  can  do  nothing  more«  I  may  probably  hear  frtim 
Ireland  before  you  leave  Monmouth,  in  which  case 
I  may  trouble  you  with  a  packet. 

1  am  pretty  much  of  your  opinion  about  the  old 
poets,  and  perhaps  may  confirm  you  in  your  whimsies 
(as  you  oaU  them)  when  I  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing 
you  here  again.  I  heartily  wish  you  a  good  journey 
and  voyage:  but  methinks  I  can  hardly  excuse  you 
for  having  been  so  long  absent  from  us.  1  wish  you 
had  returned  to  this  place*  though  for  one  week,  be- 
cause I  might  have  talked  over  with  you  all  the  affair 
of  the  **  History,"  about  which  I  have  been  much 
condemned,  and  no  wonder,  since  the  dean  has  con- 
tinually expressed  his  diasatisfaction  that  I  have  so 
long  delayed  the  publication  of  it.  However,  I  have 
been  in  no  frudt :  on  the  contrary,  I  have  consulted 
the  dean's  honour  and  the  safety  of  his  person.  In 
a  word,  the  publication  of  this  work,  as  excellent  as 
it  is,  would  involve  the  printer,  publisher,  author, 
and  every  one  concerned,  in  the  greatest  difficulties 
if  not  in  a  certain  ruin,  and  therefore  it  vnll  be  ab» 
solutely  necessary  to  omit  some  of  the  characters. 

I  thank  you  for  the  promise  you  make  me  con- 
cerning **  The  Toast." 

Your  friends  here  are  all  well.  Believe  me,  dear 
sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

William  King. 


FROM  MISS  RICHARDSON  TO  MRS.  WHITEWAY. 

Beltarbet,  May  S,  1738. 
Dbab  Madam. -*-I  received  the  favour  of  your  letter 
last  post.  I  was  deprived  of  having  that  pleasure 
sooner  by  removing  from  Summerseat  to  this  place 
the  beginning  of  last  month,  where  I  was  sent  for  by 
my  &i£er  to  attend  him  in  a  fit  of  the  gout,  of  which 
he  has  been  very  ill  these  three  months  past.  My 
sister,  who  takes  care  of  him  and  his  frunily,  being 
near  the  time  of  her  lying-in,  I  trouble  you  with  this 
account  that  you  may  know  how  I  am  engaged  at 
present,  which  I  fear  will  prevent  me  having  an 
opportunity  of  iraitlng  upon  you  before  my  uncle 
returns. 

I  most  humbly  thank  you  for  your  kind  invitation, 
and  do  heartily  wish  it  were  any  way  in  my  power 
to  let  you  know  the  grateftii  sense  I  have  of  my  ob- 
ligations to  you.  I  hope  the  dean  of  8t.  Patrick's 
is  very  well :  it  would  have  given  me  infinite  plea- 
sure to  have  had  the  honour  H  being  in  his  company 
with  you. 

When  I  parted  with  my  unele  he  proposed  to 
make  but  a  short  stay  in  Ei^fland  at  this  time ;  and 
at  his  return  he  intended  to  leave  nothing  undone 
that  he  could  ttiink  of  to  prevail  with  the  dean  and 

r»u  to  spend  some  time  at  his  house  this  summer, 
hope  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  give  him  all  the 
assistance  you  can  to  persuade  the  dean  to  take  that 
jaunt :  I  realW  believe  it  would  do  him  great  service 
as  to  his  health :  I  please  myself  greaUy  with  the 
thoughts  of  having  you  there,  and  your  daughter, 
whom  I  believe  to  be  a  very  accomplished  young 
lady,  having  had  the  happiness  to  be  educated  under 
your  direction.  I  beg  you  will  make  my  compli- 
ments to  her ;  and  be  assured  that  I  am,  with  great 
rsspeet,  madam,  your  most  obedient  snd  most  humble 
servant,  Kath.  Ricrardson. 
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TO  MISS  HAMILTON-  OP  CALBDON. 

Deanery-houte,  Dublin,  June  8,  17S8. 
Madam, — Some  days  ago  my  lord  Orrery  had  the 
assurance  to  show  me  a  Tetter  of  yours  to  him,  where 
you  did  me  the  honour  to  say  many  things  in  my 
farour ;  I  read  the  letter  with  great  delight,  but  at 
the  same  time  I  reproached  his  lordship  for  his  pre* 
sumption  in  pretending  to  take  a  lady  from  me  who 
had  made  so  many  advances  and  confessed  herself  to 
be  nobody's  goddess  but  mine.  Howerer,  he  had 
the  boldness  to  assure  me  that  he  had  your  consent 
to  take  him  for  a  husband.  I  therefore  cofnmand 
you  never  to  accept  him  without  my  leare,  under 
my  own  hand  and  seid.  And  as  I  do  not  know  any 
lady  in  this  kingdom  of  so  good  sense  or  so  many 
accomplishments,  I  have  at  last,  with  a  heavy  hearty 
permitted  him  to  make  himself  the  happiest  man  in 
(he  world ;  for  I  know  no  fault  in  him  except  his 
^reacherous  dealing  with  me. 

Pray  Qod  make  you  happy  in  yourselves  and  each 
other,  and  believe  me  to  be,  with  the  truest  esteem 
and  respect,  madam,  your  most  obedient  and  obliged 
servant,  Jonathan  Swift. 

I  have  neither  mourning  paper  nor  gilt  at  this  time, 
and  if  I  had  I  could  not  tell  which  I  ought  to 
choose. 


FROM  TH£  EARL  OF  ORRERY. 

June  IS.  1738. 
Bear  Sib, — I  am  engaged  to-morrow  at  dinner,  but 
I  will  try  to  put  it  oif,  and  send  you  word  in  the 
morning  whether  I  can  meet  Mrs.  \Vhiteway  or  not. 
To  show  you  what  a  generous  rival  I  am  (now  I  am 
sure  of  the  lady),  I  should  be  glad  to  carry  down  A 
letter  from  you  to  my  mistress  on  Friday.  She  never 
drinks  any  wine  ;  but  she  told  me  the  other  day,  to 
do  you  good  she  would  drink  a  bottle.  I  wish  you 
would  insist  on  it,  that  I  might  see  whether  wine 
would  alter  the  sweetness  of  her  temper,  for  I  am  su^e 
nothing  else  can. 

I  rejoice  to  find  there  is  some  little  amendment  in 
your  health,  and  I  pray  God  to  increase  it. 


FROM  THE  EARL  OF  ORRERY. 

June  SS,  1738. 
Pear  Sir, — I  have  but  this  paper  Utt,  and  how  can 
I  employ  it  better  than  in  triumphing  over  my  rival  1 
Mea  est  Lavinia  conjux.  To-morrow  Miss  Hamilton 
gives  me  her  heart  and  hand  for  ever.  Do  I  live  to 
see  the  day  when  toupets,  coxcomical  lords,  powdered 
squires,  and  awkward  beaux,  join  with  the  dean  of 
St.  Patrick's  in  loss  of  one  and  the  same  object  1 
My  happiness  is  too  great,  and  in  pity  to  you  I  will 
add  no  more  than  that  I  hope  to  see  grief  for  this 
loss  strongly  wrote  in  your  face  even  twenty  years 
hence.    Adieu :  your  generous  rival,         Ob&eby. 


FROM  MR.  ALDERMAN  BARBER. 

London^  July  9. 1738. 
Most  honoured  and  worthy  SiR|-— I  hav«  defetred 
answering  the  Ciivours  of  yours  of  the  9th  and  31st 
of  March,  in  hopes  to  have  something  to  entertain 
you  with,  and  I  have  succeeded  in  my  wishes,  for  I 
am  sure  I  give  you  great  pleasure  when  I  tell  you 
the  enclosed  I  received  from  the  haads  of  my  lord 
Boliugbroke  and  Mr.  Pope,  your  dearest  friend*. 
My  lord  has  been  here  a  few  days,  and  is  oome  to 
sell  Dawiey,  to  pay  his  debU  ;  and  he  will  return  to 
France,  where,  I  am  told  be  is  writing  the  **  History 
of  hia  Own  Times,"  which  I  heartily  rejoice  at 

•  Mi«  Hamilton  of  Galedon  in  Uia  oouBly  of  Tytme.  a  neat 

r^^  ^J^^  °*^  "8ht,  with  every  viitue  and  accompUdinwnl 
touom  her  sex. 


(though  I  am  not  Ukkff  to  Btetavea  it  fmbfiibcd), 
beeiauie  sosAile  R  hand  eaa  do  BoCUng  b«t  whift 
be  hastmctlve  and  eat»rtainia|r  to  the  na 
tion.  His  lordship  is  fat  and  fairy  m  Ugh  ttpihta, 
but  Joihs  With  >jtm  and  all  good  men  to  iRBnoit  oar 
present 'iriUiRppy  situation.  Mr.  Pope  has  &  cei4 
and  complains,  but  he  iaTery  well ;  so  weO  that  he 
throw*  out  a  tw^IttpehA^  'toOdi  %i  &  week  or  ta 
days  with  As  ynu^h  ttke  as  a  friend  of  om%  fixnierly 
used  to  roast  the  enemies 'of  their  eoantiy. 
'  The  report  of  the  dtk6  <:tfK)rinond*a  tetftfn  i*  wift* 
out  foundation.  His  graee  is  teiy  well  te  hfsM 
and  lives  in  arety  haiid^i6ftie'iiMii]ier,-«ttd  has-lfr. 
Kelly  with  him  as  his  chaplidM*,  tbe  geirtleman  iH» 
escaped  but  of  th<  Tower.  A  worthy  fnend  otjmn 
and  mine  passed  through  AvigoMi  «bobt  e  noeik 
since,  and  dined  with  hife  graee,  fhna  whoku  I  bat* 
what  I  tell  you. 

I  hear  nothing  of  Br.  8<toire'#  depai  tiiT<  1 1  bcttevc 
I  may  say  that  matter  is  secured  for  Mr.  IKmkin. 

I  have  s«en  lord  and  lady  Oxfoid,  wh^  make  jot 
their  compliments.  He  thanka  yon  feryoornedah. 
I  believe  I  told  you  he  fs  selllxig  Wimple  to -pajIdT 
a  debt  of  100,000/.  That  a  man  tvithout  any  vift 
should  run  out  such  a  sum  is  moitetvoaB.  Itasatf 
be  owing  to'  the  roguery  of  his  stewards,  and  his  is- 
doIencT,  which  is  vice  enough. 

Lord  Bathurst  is  heartily  yours ;  so  is  Mr.  XnHs, 
who  wears  apace,  and  the  more  (wtndd  you  belir^ 
itT)  since  tiie  loss  of  his  wife. 

I  do  not  see  lord in  an  age;  his  son  Is  raarriH. 

and  proves  bad  enough ;  ill-natured  and  proud,  vd 
very  little  in  hifti.  Our  friend  Pord  iirea  ki  the  mat 
way,  as  constant  as  the  sun,  from  the  Coeoa>4ree  t9 
the  park,  to  the  tavern,  to  bed,  dbc. 

So  far  in  the  historical  way,  to  obfcy-  yoor  seven! 
commands.  You  will  now  giYe  me  leaT«  to  hope  ttm 
will  find  you  free  firom  all  your  complaSnt%  and  t!»t 
I  shall  have  the  great  pleasure  of  aeein^  h  rerj 
quickly  under  vour  own  hand.  I  thank  Qod  I  tm 
better  than  I  have  been  many  years,  btit  yet  hare 
many  complaints,  for  my  asthma  sticln  dose  by  ice, 
but  less  gout  than  formerly,  so  that,  thotigfa  I  cumet 
walk  far,  I  ride  dafly,  and  eat  and  driidt  heartilj  ix 
noon ;  and  impute  my  being  so  much  better  to  raj 
drinking  constantly  the  asses*  milk,  wlxich  is  the  bnt 
specific  we  have.  I  wifth  to  God  you  would  try  it; 
I  am  sure  it  would  do  you  much  good.  I  take  i: 
betimes  in  the  morning,  wliich  certainly  gires  me  i 
little  sleep,  and  often  a  small  breathing  or  sweat. 

If  Mr.  Richardson  has  not  made  you  hia  acknov* 
ledgments  for  your  great  favour  and  fiieodship  u» 
him  he  is  much  to  blame,  for  to  you  he  owes  the 
conVinuancs  of  his  employiaeiit.  Afk  aklenaan  ttf 
Derry  came  from  thence  on  purpose  to  attach  Iubw 
and  be  had  many  articles  of  impeachment ;  sod  I 
believe  he  had  twenty  out  of  twenty-four  of  am 
society  against  him :  and  the  cry  has  been  agsinsi 
him  for  two  or  three  years  past,  and  I  had  no  way  to 
save  him  many  timest  but  only  by  saying  thai  vihile 
I  had  the  honour  to  preside  in  that  chair  I  wouid 
preserve  the  great  privilege  every  EngUahnan  had, 
of  being  heard  before  he  was  condemned;  and  1 
never  put  any  question  against  him  while  he  wm  is 
Ireland.  Well,  he  came,  and,  after  a  lo^g  and  tedioos 
hearing  of  both  sides,  the  society  were  of  epiaioB 
that  he  had  acted  justly  and  honourably  in  hia  office. 

I  do  not  deal  in  politics ;  I  have  Im  tham  off  a 
long  while,  only  we  talk  much  of  war*  which  I  do 
not  believe  a  word  on.  A  Aiir  lady  in  Gcman;* 
has  put  the  king  in  a  good  humour  they  say» 

I  shall  trouUe  you  no  nowre  at  p(eBeQl»  boi  Co 
assure  you  I  never  think  of  yon  hat  with  the 


•  AmeHa  flbphia  von  Wsltaodent  oownlrsi  of  Tsiaoslh 
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ilMture^  «iid  driakydiirhealftlLdiUy,  Mid  heax«ily 
tray  for  yov  long,  kMig  Mfev  Myouftre  an  honour  to 
-our  couDtryt  And  will  be  the  glory  of  the  preteal 
tnd  succeemng  aget» 

I  Mn>  dew  tiiv  your  moit  affectioiuae  humble 
crruit,  I  John  BARBsa. 


XOMiUFAVLKNEB. 

ThuiwUy.  Joly  lSi  1739, 
>iK,^^I  decire  you  wHl  priat  the  foUowing  peper  in 
•vhat  numner  you  thinlb  jaott  proper.  You  see  my 
Uftign  JA  it;  I  beliefe  no  man  had  ever  more  diffi- 
:ulty  or  lesa  encouragemexU  to  bestow,  hit  whole  for- 
uue  for  aeharitabjA  use.  I  lun  your  humble  ienrant» 

^OMATUAN  Swift. 
It  it  known  enough  that  the  above-named  doctor 
las,  by  his  last  will  and  testament,  bequeathed  his 
(vhole  fortune  (except  some  legacies)  to  buUd  and 
iudo>v  an  hospital,  in  or  near  this  city,  for  the  sup- 
[>ort  of  hmaticstf  idiots,  and  those  they  call  incurables; 
i»ut  the  difficulty  be  lies  under  is,  that  hi«  whole  for- 
:une  consists  in  mortgages  on  lands  and  other  the 
like  securities ;  for  as  to  purchasing  a  real  estate  in 
lands,  for  want  of  active  friends  he  finds  it  impos. 
iible ;  so  that,  much-  against  his  will,  if  he  should 
;aU  in  all  hit  money  lent,  he  knows  not  where  to  fiud 
I  convenient  estate  in  a  tolerable  part  of  the  king- 
iom  which  can  be  bought ;  and  in  the  mean  time  hii 
whole  fortune  must  lie  dead  in  the  hands  of  bankets. 
The  great  misfortune  is  that  there  seems  not  so  moch 
public  virtue  left  among  us  as  to  have  anv  regard  for 
a  charitable  design,  because  none  but  the  aforesaid 
unfortunate  ol^ecu  of  charity  will  be  the  better  for 
it.  However,  the  said  doctor,  by  calling  in  the  several 
iums  he  has  lent,  can  be  able,  with  some  difficulty, 
to  purchase  three  hundred  pounds  per  annum  in 
lands  for  the  endowment  of  the  said  hospital,  if  those 
lands  could  be  now  purchssed,  otherwise  he  must 
leave  it,  as  he  has  done  in  his  will,  to  the  care  of  his 
executors,  who  are  verj'  honest,  wise,  and  consider- 
able gentlemen,  his  friends  ;  and  yet  he  has  known 
»ome  of  very  fair  and  deserved  credit  prove  very  neg^ 
ligent  trustees.  The  doctpr  is  now  able  to  lend  two 
thousand  pounds,  at  five  per  cent.,  upon  good  seciv- 
rity,  of  which  the  principal,  after  his  decease,  is  to  be 
disposed  of  by  his  executors,  in  buying  lands  for  the 
further  endowment  of  the  said  hospital. 

FROM  MR.  RICHARDSON. 

July  S5, 1738. 
Thehb  are  but  very  few  things  wouM  give  me  a 
[greater  eoneem  than  the  dean  of  St.  Patrick's  be- 
coming indifferent  toward  me ;  and  yet  I  fear  one  of 
those  few  things  is  the  cause  I  have  not  had  a  line 
from  you  s&nee  1  came  hither.  I  beseech  you  ease 
me  of  my  present  pain,  by  telling  me  that  you  an; 
well :  that  summer,  which  hath  but  lately  reach<Hl 
us  here,  hath  invited  you,  and  tempted  yon  to  ride 
aigain. 

If  anything  occurs  to  you  I  can  do  that  is  agree- 
able to  you,  if  you  have  the  least  inclination  to 
oblige  me,  let  roe  know  of  it. 

My  hurrv  here  is  ahaost  over ;  but  one  affair  or 
other  will  detain  me  till  the  latter  end  of  October,  if 
I  get  away  then.  I  cannot  say  I  pass  my  time  dis- 
agreeably. 1  have  had  some  opportunities  of  doing 
good  offices ;  and  when  I  am  not  engaged  by  busi- 
ness I  live  with  a  few  friends  that  I  love,  and  love 
me,  and,  for  the  most  part,  go  every  week  vfith  one 
of  them  to  the  eotintry  for  two  or  three  days* 

Your  friend  BoUngbroke  is  well,  and  at  present 
with  Mr.  Pope.  I  am  told  be  has  sold  Dawley.  Alder- 
msn  Barber,  who  has  promised  me  to  write  to  yon 
by  the  next  post,  teUs  me  his  lordship  inqnirDd  much 


about  you  and  your  health.  The  alderman  plays  his 
cards  so  as  that  his  credit  in  the  city  daily  increases. 
Thete  is  nothing  but  the  vacancy  wanted  to  put  Mr. 
Dunkin  in  possession  of  the  parish  of  Colraue. 

I  hear  yon  have  seen  Pope's  «*  First  Dialogue,  1 738." 
Have  you  seen  his  ««  Universal  Prayer!"  This  "  Se- 
cond  Dialogue,"  together  with  the  copy  of  the  in- 
scription intended  by  the  old  duchess  of  Marlborough 
for  a  statue  she  is  to  erect  of  queen  Anne,  and  a  few 
lines  attributed  to  lord  Chesterfield  on  another  sub* 
Ject,  wait  on  you  enclosed. 

Believe  that  I  love  as  mueh  as  I  admire  you ;  and 
that  I  am,  with  the  most  perfect  respect,  dear  sir, 
your  most  obliged  and  most  truly  fiuthful  servant, 

William  Ricuahdbon. 

This  packet  goes  franked  by  the  secretary  of  the 
foreign  office,  who  can  frank  any  weight. 

I  expect  the  prime-serjeant*  here  this  night  In  his 
way  to  Prance. 

LORD  OOWER  TO  A  FRIEND  OF  DEAN  SWIFT. 

Trenthun»  Augiut  1,  173s. 
Sir, — Mr.  Samuel  Johnson  (author  of  **  London,"  a 
satire,  and  some  other  poetical  pieces)  is  a  native  of 
this  country,  and  much  respected  by  some  worthy 
gentlemen  in  this  neighbourhood,  who  are  trustees 
of  a  charity-school  now  vacant ;  the  certain  salary  is 
60/,  a-year,  of  which  they  are  desirous  to  make  him 
master;  but,  unfortunately,  he  is  not  capable  of 
receiving  their  bounty,  which  toould  make  him  happy 
for  life,  by  not  being  a  maeterofarts  ;  which,  by  the 
statutes  of  the  school,  the  master  of  it  must  be. 

Now  these  gentlemen  do  me  the  honour  to  think 
that  I  have  interest  enough  in  you  to  prevail  upon 
you  to  write  to  dean  Swift  to  persuade  the  univer. 
sity  of  Dublin  to  send  a  diploma  to  me,  constituting 
this  poor  man  master  of  arts  in  their  university. 
They  highly  extol  the  man's  learning  and  probity, 
and  will  not  be  persuaded  that  the  university  wUl 
make  any  difficulty  of  conferring  such  a  favour  upon 
a  stranger,  if  he  is  recommended  by  the  dean.  They 
■ay  be  is  not  afraid  of  the  strictest  examination, 
though  he  is  off  so  long  a  journey,  and  will  venture 
it  if  the  dean  thinks  it  necessary,  choosing  rather  to 
die  upon  the  road  than  be  starved  to  death  in  trant" 
toting  for  bookseilers,  which  has  been  his  only  sub- 
sistence for  Some  time  past. 
I  I  fear  there  is  more  difficulty  in  this  affair  than 
these  good-natured  gentlemen  apprehend ;  especially 
as  their  election  cannot  be  delayed  longer  than  the 
11th  of  next  month.  If  you  see  this  matter  in  the 
same  light  as  it  appears  to  me,  I  hope  you  will  bom 
this,  and  pardon  me  for  giving  you  so  much  trouble 
about  an  impracticable  thing ;  but  if  you  think  there 
is  a  probability  of  obtaining  the  favour  asked,  I  am 
sure  your  humanity  and  propensity  to  relieve  merit 
in  distress  will  incline  you  to  serve  the  poor  man, 
without  my  adding  more  to  the  trouble  I  have  al- 
ready given  you  than  assuring  you  that  I  am,  with 
great  truth,  sir,  your  faithful  servant,         Gowbe. 

TO  MR,  RICIIAUnsON. 

Aagust  5,  IT3S. 
Sii,^It  was  not  my  want  of  friendship  and  esteem 
that  hindered  mo  from  answering  your  several  letters, 
but  merely  my  disorders  in  point  of  health ;  for  I 
am  constantly  giddy,  and  so  deaf  that  your  friend 
Mrs.  Whiteway  has  almost  got  into  a  consumption 
by  bawling  in  my  ears.  I  heartily  congratulate  with 
you  on  your  triumph  over  your  Irish  enemies  by  a 

a  Henr7  Singletoo,  cm.,  whom  Dr.  Swift  appointed  one  of 
his  aeeutors-    He  wis  •ftorw«rds  lord  chief-Josliee  of  the  cosa* 


pl«M,  whidi  he  rasisned  upoa  a  pciishw,  and  was  ap- 
pointed master  of  the  rolls  In  Ireland. 


eo8 


ET  »1f  OIBAm! 'COBB£flrFOKDBKCB& 


fimtkiMd  e&tOfadlienU. '  I  l^lM^^fhe  rMI  of  this  ptip» 
to  be  filled  by  Mrs.  Wbiteway ;  and  wn,  with  tme 
eBteem  and  gratitude,  your  most  obedient  and  obliged 
servant,  Jonathan  Swirr<  • 

Tray  tell  my  dear  frieiid  the  alderman  that  I  love 
him  most  Bincerely ;  but  my  ill  health  and  worse 
memory  ^vill  not  su^cr  me  to  write  a  long  letter.' 

TO  Mft.  ALDERMAN  BA&BER. 

Augwt  8. 1738. 
My  DBAS  AND  HoNouBBD  Fbiend,-^!  faaTo  received 
yours  of  July  27th ;  and  two  days  ago  had  a  letter  from 
Mr,  Pope,  with  a  dosen  lines  from 'my  lord  BoUngw 
broke,  who  tells  me  be  is  just  going  to  France,  and  I 
suppose  designs  to  continue  there  as  long  as  he  lires. 
I  am  very  sorry  he  is  under  the  necessity  of  selling 
Dawley.  Fray  let  me  know  whether  he  be  tolerably 
easy  ib  his  fortunes ;  for  he  has  these  several  years 
lived  very  expensively.  Is  his  lady  still  alive  1  and 
has  he  still  a  eountrywhouse  and  an  estsite  of  hers  to 
live  on  t  I  should  be  gkd  to  live  iso  long  as  to  see 
his  **  History  of  his  Own  Times  ;*'  which  would  be  a 
work  very  worthy  of  his  lordship,  and  will  be  a 
defence  of  that  ministry  and  a  justification  of  our 
late  glorious  queen  against  the  malice,  ignorance, 
falsehood,  and  stupidity  of  our  present  times  and 
managers.  I  very  much  like  Mr.  Pope's  last  poem, 
entitled  "MDCCXXXVIIL,"  called  Dialogue  II.; 
but  I  live  so  obscurely  and  know  so  little  of  what 
passes  in  London,  that  I  cannot  know  the  nam6s  of 
persons  and  things  by  initial  letters. 

I  am  very  glad  to  hear  that  the  duke  of  Ormond 
lives  so  well  at  ease  and  in  so  good  health,  its  well 
as  with  so  valuable  a  companion.  His  grace  has  an 
excellent  constitution  at'  so  near  to  fourscore.  MtL 
Dunkin  is'  not  in  town,  but  I  Will  send  to  him  when 
I  hear  he  is  come.  I  extremely  love  my  lord  and 
lady  Oxford ;  but  his  way  of  minagfaig  his  fdrtune  is 
not  to  be  endured.  I  remember  a  rascally  butcheiv 
one  Morley,*  a  great  land-jobber -and  knave,  who 
was  his  loniship's  manager,  and  has  been  the  prin^ 
oipal  cause  of  my  lord's  wreng  conduct,  in  which 
you  agree  with  me  in  blaming  his  weakness  and  ere- 
dulit)'.  -  I  desire  you  will  plcnse*  upon  occasion,  to 
present  my  humble  service  to  my  lord  and  lady  Ox- 
ford and  to  my  lord  Bathurst.  I  Just  expected  the 
character  you  give  of  young  •****,  I  hated  him 
from  a  boy.  I  wonder  Mr.  Ford  is  alive ;  perhaf^ 
walking  presenres  him. 

I  very  much  lament  your  asthma.  1  believe  tem- 
perance and  exercise  have  preserved  me  from  it. 

T  seldom  walk  less  than  four  miles,  sometimes  six, 
eight,  ten,  or  more,  never  beyond  my  own  limits ; 
or,  if  it  rains,  I  walk  as  much  through  the  house,  up 
and  down  stairs ;  and  if  it  were  not  for  the  cruel 
deafness  I  would  ride  throue^h  the  kingdom  and  half 
through  Enj^land ;  pox  on  the  modem  phrase  Great 
Britain,  which  is  only  to  distinguish  It  from  Little 
Britain,  where  old'  clothes  and  old  books  are  to  be 
bought  and  sold !  However,  I  will  put  Br.  Sheridan 
(the  best  scholar  in  both  kingdoms)  upon  taking 
your  receipt  for  a  terrible  asthma.  I  wish  you  were 
rich  enough  to  buy  and  keep  a  horse,  and  ride  ever)' 
tolerable  day  twenty  miles. 

Mr.  Richardson  is  I  think  still  in  London.  I  as- 
sure you  he  is  very  grateful  to  me,  and  Is  too  wise 
and  discreet  to  give  any  just  occasion  of  complaint, 
by  which  he  must  be  a  great  loser  in  reputation, 
and  a  greatef  in  bis  fortune.    •  ■ 

I  have  not  written  as  much  this  many  a  day.  I 
Iwve  tired  myself  much;  but,  in  revenge,  I' Will  tire 

•  This  is  iho  *'  Mild  Morlcy  "  uf  Prior's  ballad  of  "  Down- 
luU."      .  «     . 


y#Q«  •!  MtAi  'dear  ICrf-illdemiflii,  wilk 
estcea^  your  moii  obedianl  and  moat  hunUe 
i^nt,        ...  JonAXBAX  Swift. 

TO  HB.  rOPE  AND  LORD  BOLrNGBKOKX. 

Dat)liB»  AumaA  a.  17».  * 
Mt  dbab  Fbibmd, — I  hBYC  yours  of  July  ?5,  sad 
iirst  I  desire  you  will  look  upon  me  as  m.  man  won 
with  years,  and  sunk  by  public  as  well  na  peisoaal 
vexations*  I  hsjre  entifely  kist  my  meniory,  niica> 
eapable  of  oonvessation  by  »  cfuel  desfikcas,  wkadi 
has  lasted  almost «  year,  and  I  deq>aic  «f  any  cme. 
I  say  not  thie  to  increase  your  cooipaMioa  (o€  wbkk 
you  have  already  too  great «  part),  bat  an  an  escois 
fi)r  my  not  being  regniar  in  my  leltera  to  ymi  sad 
■ome  row  other  fnends.  I  have  aa  ill  Mane  in  the 
poat-office  of  both  kingdoms,*  which  nmkea  the  let- 
ters addressed  to  me  not  seldom  miacarry,  cr  be 
opened  and  read,  and  then  sealed  in  a  bunijliaf 
manner  before  they  come  to  my  hai^da.  Our  intui 
Mn.  Blount  is  very  often  in  my  thoughta,  and  bi|rb 
in  my  esteem ;  I  desire  you  vnll  bo  the  mrassngef  of 
my  humble  thanks  and  aervice  to  her.  That  is- 
perior  universal  geniua  you  deacribc,  whose  hiad> 
writing  I  know  towards  the  end  of  yotir  letter,  ba 
made  me  both  proud  and  happy ;  bat  by  what  bt 
writes  I  fear  he  will  be  too  soon  goa«  to  his  ibrat 
abroad.  He  began  in  the  queen's  time  to  be  bj 
patron,  and  then  descended  to  my  friend. 

It  la  a  great  favour  of  Heaven  that  yoor  hedti 
ffrows  better  by  the  addition  of  yeara.  J  have  abso- 
lutely done  with  poetry  for  several  yean  p«(,uA 
even  at  my  beat  times  I  could  prodac«  nrofhing  bit 
trifles :  I  therefore  reject  your  compUmeata  on  that 
score,  and  it  is  no  compliment  in  me  ;  .for  I  takt 
your  second  dialogue  that  you  lately  aent  nsc  to  e^ml 
almost  anything  you  ever  writ;  althougli  I.Uvvm 
much  out  of  the  world  that  I  am  ignorant  of  tbe 
facts  and  persona,  which  I  presume  axe  very  wdl 
known  from  Temple-bar  to  St.  Jamea^a  ;  I  mean  the 
court  exclusive. 

I  can  faithfully  assure  you  that  ^'erj  letter  jtts 
have  honoured  me  with  theae  twenty  years  sa4 
more  are  sealed  up  in  bundles  and  delivered  to  Un- 
Wbiteway,  a  very  worthy,  rational,  and  jodidow 
couain  of  mine,  and  the  only  relation  wrbose  risisi  I 
can  suffer.  .  All  theae  letters  she  is  directed  to  sea^ 
safely  to  you  upon  my  deceaae. 

My  lord  Orrery  is  gone  with  his  Indy  to  a  part  of 
her  estate  in  the  north ;  she  is  a  person  of  very  8ds<1 
understanding  as  any  I  know  of  her  aex*  Giic  bk 
leave  to  write  here  a  short  answer  to  my  loid  6.'s 
letter  in  the  last  page  of  yours. 

Mt  svab  Lotn, — I  am  infinitely  obliged  to  veor 
lordship  for  the  honour  of  yoor  letter  and  kind  rr- 
membrance  of  me.  I  do  here  eonfeaa  that  I  law 
moie  obligatfons  to  your  knrdship  than  to  all  tb« 
world  beside.  Yon  never  deceived  me«  even  wba 
you  were  a  great  minister  of  state ;  and  yet  I  lo^e 
you  still  more  for  your  eondeeeeading  «o  write  to 
me  when  you  had  the  honoor  to  be  an  exile.  I  cu 
hardly  hope  to  live  till  yon  publish  yonr  liiator\,  aad 
am  vain  enough  to  wish  that  my  naase  chonbA  be 
sqeesed  in  among  the  (ew  sobaitema,  fseorms  p^* 
parva  /%n:  if  not  I  will  be  revenged,  and  cootrt^* 
some  way  to  be  known  to  futurity,  that  I  had  the 
honour  to  have  your  lordriiip  for  my  beat  patna ; 
and  I  will  live  and  die,  with  the  highnt  TeaeiaSian 
and  gratitude,  your  most  obcdieat,  Ac. 

P.S.  I  win  here  in  a  postscript  conert  fif  it  be 
possible)  the  blunders  I  have  made  in  my  letter.    I 

•  Dr.  Johnson  Isnghs  at  9«m  a«A  fttpo  <kinfciaf  Mr  km 
wero  ontacd  and  Inpeeted  by  th»  "         '^^ 
their  nuMnportaocv. 
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wn  tliowtd  my.  oowia  4h«  above  letter,  Ukd  tlie 
nnirM  ne  thai  a  great  eeUeetion  of  ^  letten  to 

^  "  are  pot  up  and  aealed,  and  in  aome  rerj  lafe 
land.  I  am,  my  most  dear  and  honoured  friend, 
•ntirrly  youw,  JONATHAN  Swirr. 

.  It  is  now  Attfttit  14, 17M. 

TO  MR.  FAULICN15R. 

AnnttSI,  ITSe. 

$tHf — I   believe  yon  know  that  I  had  a  treatiae, 

called  *'  Adviee  to  Servanta,'*  hi  two  Tolunea.    The 

Irst  wat  hMt,  but  thic   moment  Mn.    BIdgeway 

wrought  it  to  me,  htvhig  found  it  in  some  papera  in 

ler  room ;  and  truly,  when  I  went  to  look  for  the 

tecond  I  could  not  tell  where  to  find :  it  If  you  happen 

to  have  it  I  shall  be  glad,  if  not,  the  messenger  ahail 

;o  to  Mn.  Whiteway.    I  am,your  hitaible  servant, 

Jonathan  Swipt. 


FROM  MRS.  WHITEWAY  TO  MR.  RICHARDSON. 

S«Dlember  16.  ITS}). 
9tR, — I  have  mueh  pleasure  in  thinking  I  have  exe- 
:uted   your  eommands  and  alderman  Barber's    to 
>oth  }our  satisfactions ;  and  was  greatly    pleased 
resteniay  to  find  the  dean  in  spirits  enough  to  be  able 

0  wnte  you  a  few  lines,  because  I  know  it  was  what 
I'ott  wished  for.  I  declare  it  has  not  been  by  any 
>mission  of  mine  that  itwas  not  done  long  ago.  Beside 
lis  usual  attendants,  giddiness  and  deafness,  I  can 
nrith  great  truth  say  the  miseries  of  this  poor  king- 
lom  have  shortened  his  days  and  sunk  him  even 
>clow  the  wishes  of  his  enemies ;  and  as  he  has  li^ed 
hp  patriot  of  Ireland,  like  the  second  Cato,  he  will 
csign  life  vHien  ft  can  be  no  longer  serviceable  to 
lis  country. 

As  sir  Robert  Walpole  has  your  best  wishes,  I  am 
io  fkr  glad  of  Ms  recovery. 

My  daughter  is  now  very  well,  and  most  highly 
obliged  to  you  for  what  you  say  about  her.  I  vras 
(o  little  myacif  when  1  wrote  to  you  laat,  with 
)er  illness,  that  I  forgot  to  entreat  the  fkvour  of 

1  our  commands  to  Miss  Ridiardson  to  take  the 
)pportunity  of  the  summer  wason  to  come  to  this 
own ;  but  the  week  after  I  vrrote  to  her  and  insisted 
in  her  company  immediately ;  but,  by  directing  my 
efter  to  Summerseat  instead  of  ColMe,  I  had  not 
in  answer  till  yesterday,  and  then  one  that  did  not 
atialy  me ;  for  it  is  written  with  sueh  deference  and 
ear  of  doing  anything  without  your  positive  orders, 
hat  I  have  very  little  to  hope  for  horn  her.  I  shall 
or  ever  tax  you  with  want  of  tmth,  aincerlty,  and 
»reach  of  Ibith,  if  you  do  not  eommand  her  to  eome 
mmediately  to  town. 

I  showed  Mr.  DunkiD  the  oaragraph  in  your  letter 
hat  concerned  him ;  for  whidi  and  many  other  obU- 
rntions  be  ia  under  to  you  he  owns  himself  most 
rratefnllv  your  obedient,  ftc.  Ac.  Mr.  Faulkner 
viU  send  the  books  by  the  first  that  goes  to  England. 

How  could  you  be  so  unpoUte  as  to  tell  a  woman 
ou  supposed  her  not  to  entertained  with  scandal  1 
(on  will  not  allow  us  to  be  learned ;  books  turn  oar 
»rain;  housewifery  is  below  a  genteel  cducadon; 
lid  work  spoUa  our  eyea :  and  will  you  not  permit 
IS  to  be  proildcnta  in  gaming,  visiting,  and  scandal  1 
To  convince  you  I  am  eo  in  the  last  aiticle,  the  poem 
(leased  me  mightily,  and  1  had  a  secret  pleaanre  to 
ce  the  gentleman  I  showed  it  to  liked  it  as  well  as 


•  It  is  written  Joit  thus  In  tha  original.  The  eormpondsiiM 
I  th«  ptvaent  milmom  swan  to  tie  put  of  lhe«o||««iloa  hem 
^loken  of,  M  ii  cnntaias  not  ooW  ika  Irttenof  Mr.  IHipe.  but  of 
>r.  Swia,  ImhIi  to  him  and  Mr.  Gay.  whkh  were  retuniad  to  Mr. 
'ope  after  Mr.  Gay's  death ;  thonoh  any  nention  made  tiy  Mr. 

'ope  of  tlie  roliim  or  •idMiiff  of  MSm 

■PliiiMsd  in  tba  pa MIcaHsn,  and  only 
uwors. 


I  did ;  so  I  find  your  MX  an  not  without  a  tincture 
of  thai  female  quality. 

You  have  preased  me  so  much  in  every  letter  to 
find  you  employment,  that  to  be  rid  of  you  I  will 
now  do  it ;  for,  without  mentioning  the  words,  en- 
treat* favouia,  vast  obligations,  trouble,  and  a  long 
ftc.,  will  you  buy  for  me  twenty  yards  of  a  pink- 
ooloured  English  damask  1  The  colour  we  admire 
here  is  called  a  blue-pink.  The  woman  will  tell  yon 
what  I  mean.  If  you  will  be  pleased,  by  the  return 
of  the  post,  to  tell  what  will  be  the  expense,  I  will 
pay  the  money  immediately  into  Henry's  bai^. 

I  own  I  am  surprised  at  what  you  tell  me  of  Mr. 
Philips ;  but  envy  you  know  is  the  tax  on  virtue,  for 
no  other  reason  could  make  him  your  enemy ;  and  I 
moat  heartily  wii^  whosoever  is  so  may  meet  witli 
the  fate  they  deaerve.  I  have  Just  read  so  fiir  of  this 
letter,  and  am  so  much  ashamed  of  the  liberty  I  have 
taken  to  give  you  so  much  trouble,  that,  if  I  have 
truth  in  me,  were  it  not  for  thedean'a  letter  it  should 
never  go  to  you.  If  you  can  pardon  me  this,  I  pro- 
mise for  the  future  never  to  give  you  the  like  occa- 
sion of  exerting  youx  good  nature  to  her  who  is  with 
the  greatest  respect,  ab,  your  most  obliged  and  most 
obedient  humble  servant,  M.  Whiteway. 

You  forgot  to  date  your  letter. 

FROM  DR.  8YN6E.  BISHOP  OP  FERNS. 

Seiitesibet  18. 1738. 
SiBr— A  message  which  I  had  just  received  from  you 
by  Mr.  Hughes  gives  me  some  hopes  of  being  re- 
stored to  my  old  place.  Formerly  I  was  your 
minister  m  mttmctt;  but  when  I  grew  a  great  man 
(and  hj  the  by  you  helped  to  make  me  so)  you  turned 
me  off.  If  vou  are  pleased  again  to  employ  me 
I  shall  be  as  faithful  and  observant  as  ever. 

I  have  heard  Mr.  Hughes  sing  often  at  Percival's,* 
and  have  a  good  opinion  of  his  Judgment ;  so  has 
Percival,  who  In  these  aflkirs  U  infidlible.  His 
voice  is  not  excellent,  but  will  do :  and  if  I  mistake 
not,  he  has  one  good  quality,  not  very  common  with 
the  musical  gentlemen,  i.  e.  he  is' desirous  to  improve 
himself.  If  Mason  and  Lamb  were  of  his  temper, 
they  would  be  as  fine  fellows  as  they  think  themselves. 
I  am,  air,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

Edwabo  Fbrws. 


bran  iaduitiicRuly 
■nbyigaMOflht 


TO  MRS.  WHITBWAY. 
Ms.  Swift's  gimcracka  of  cups  and  balls,^  in  order 
to  my  oonveiSent  shaving  vrith  case  and  despatch, 
together  with  the  preacription  on  half  a  aheet  of 
paper,  was  exactly  followed,  but  some  inoonveni- 
encies  attended  ;'/or  I  cut  my  hce  once  or  twice,  was 
Just  twice  as  long  in  the  performance,  and  left  twice 
aa  much  hair  behind,  as  I  have  done  this  twelve- 
month paat.  I  return  him,  therefore,  all  his  imple- 
ments and  my  own  compliments,  vrith  abundance  of 
thanks,  because  he  hath  fixed  me  during  life  in  my 
old  humdrum  way.  Give  me  a  full  and  true  account 
of  all  your  healths,  and  so  adieu.    I  am  ever,  Str 

JoMATHAit  Bwirr. 

October  Srd  or  4th.  or  rather,  •■  the  batler  my, 
the  Sad.  oa  Tuevlay,  1738. 

My  service  to  all  your  litter ;  I  mean  Mrs.  Harrison, 
&c.,  but  von  will  call  this  high  treason.  I  am 
still  very  Ume  of  that  left  foot.  I  expect  to  aee 
as  many  of  you  as  you  please. 

FROM  THE  EARL  OP  ORRERY  TO  MR.  POPE. 

Mantoa,  Oelober  4, 17S8. 
Sib, — I  am  more  and  more  convinced  that  your 
letters  are  neither  lost  nor  burnt ;  but  who  the  dean 

•  AtdesaFaistTal*s.      »  AbeaersDapaaia 
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mcsxiB  by  A  nfe'  hftnd  in  Irelaiid  it  beyond  my  power 
of  guessing,  though  I  am  particularly  acqtiainted  if  ith 
most,  -if  !iiot  all  of  his  friends*  As  I  knoivr  you  had 
the  recovery  of  those  letten  at  heart,  1  took  more 
than  ordinary  pains  to  "Bnd  out  ir here  tikey<  wer^,  but 
my  in^ries-irex^  to  no  purpooe ;  and  I  fear  whom- 
ever haa  them  is  too  tenacious  of  them  to  <di«»ver 
where  they  lie.  **  Mis.  Whiteway  did  aastite  me 
she  had  not  one  of  them,  and  seemed  to  be  under 
great  uneasiness  that  you  should  imagilfo  they  wer6 
left  with  her.  Sh^  likewise  told  me  she  had  stopped 
the  dean's  letter  which  gBTO  you  that  information, 
but  belieyed  he  would  write  such  another;  and 
therefore  deeiced  toe  to  siisnre  you,  ftoiti  faer,  that  6he 
was  totally  iterant  Where  they  were." 
'  Yon  may  say  wiiat  yon  please,  either  to  the  dean 
or  any  other  person,  of  what  I  haye  told  you.  I  am 
ready  to  testify  it,  and  I  think  it  ought  to  be  known, 
**  that  the  dean  says  they  are  delirered  into  a  ftafe 
hand,. and  Mrs.  Whiteway*  declares  ihe  has  them  not. 
The  consequence  of  their  being*  hereafter  published 
may  giye  uneasiness  to  some  of  your  friends,  and  of 
course  to  you ;  so  I  would  do  all  in  my  power  to 
make  you  entirely  easy  itf  that  point." 

This  is  the  first  time  that  I  haye  put  pen  to  paper 
since  my  late  misfortune  ;  and'  I  should  say  (as  an 
excuse  for  this  letter)  that  it  has  cost  me  some  pain, 
did  it  not  allow  me  an  opportunity  to  assure  you 
that  I  am,  dear  airi  with  the  truest  esteem,  your  yery 
Cilthful  and  obedient  seryant,  Obbbkt. 

FROM  IIK.  POFE. 

Twickenham,  October  12. 1738. 
My  dear  Friend, — I  could  gladly  tell  you  every 
f  week  the  many  things  that  pass  iii  my  heart  and  re- 
yiye  the  memory  of  all  your  friendship  to  me ;  but  I 
am  not  so  willins  to  put  you  to  the  trouble  of  show- 
iiig  it  (though  I  know  you  have  it  as  warm  as  erer) 
upon  tittle  or  tritial  occasions.  Yet  this  once  I  am 
unable  to  refiise  the  request  of  a  yery  particular  and 
yery  descrying  friend ;  one  of  those  whom  his  own 
merit  has  forced  me  to  contract  an  intimacy  with, 
after  I  had  sworn  neyer  to  loye  a  man  more,  since 
the  sorrow  it  cost  me  to  haye  loyed  so  many  now 
dead,  banished,  or  unfortunate.  I  mean  Mr.  Lyttle- 
ton,  one  of  the  worthiest  of  the  rising  generation. 
His  nurse  has  a  son  whom  I  would  beg  you  to  pro- 
mote to  the  next  Vacancy  in  your  choir.  I  loved  my 
own  nurse,  and  so  does  Ly ttleton ;  he  loves  and  Is 
loyed  through  the  whole  chain  of  relations,  depend- 
ents, and  acquaintance.  He  Is  one  vrixo. would 
apply  to  any  person  to  please  nte,  or  to  serve  mine : 
I  owe  it  to  him  to  apply  to  you  for  this  man,  whose 
name  is  William  Lamb ;  and  he  is  the  bearer  of  this 
letter.  I  presume  he  is  qualified  for  that  which  he 
desires ;  and  I  doubt  not.  If  It  be  consistent  with 
justice,  you  will  gratify  me  in  him. 

Let  this  howeVer  be  an  opportunity  of  telling  you 
^-Whatl^what  I  can  tell ;  the  kindness  I  bear  you, 
the  affection  I  feel  for  you,  the  hearty  wishes  I  form 
for  you,  my  prayers  for  your  health  of  body  and 
mind,  or  (the  best  softenings  of  the  wluit  6f  either) 
quiet  and  resignation.  You  lose  little  by  not'  hear- 
ing such  things  as  this  idle  and  base  generation  has 
to  tell  you :  you  lose  not  much  by  forgetting  most  of 
what  new  passes  in  it.    Perhaps  to  have  a  memory 

A  Thl«  Isdy  sfterwardi  gave  Mr.  Pope  the  strongest  usur- 
SDcet  ihot  the  had  lued  her  utmost  endeavours  to  prevent  tlie 
pablicatioQ ,-  nay,  went  so  far  as  to  secrete  the  book  till  ft  was 
commanded  flrom  her  and  delivered  to  the  Dublin  printer; 
wbereupoa  her  son-in-law.  Deane  Swiftt  esq.,  i|i«ist«d  upoa 
writing  a  preface  to  Justify  Mr.  Pope  fh>m  haviug  any  know- 
ledge of  it.  and  to  lay  it  on  the  corrupt  practices  of  the  printers 
in  London ;  but  thb  Mr.  I\ipo  would  not  agree  to,  as  no»  lai\m' 
in«  the  tnthoC  the  test 


that  MtiiBvthe  piit  waenf  of  ear  eoamvy  flsd  4m- 
geti  the  preaOBt'is  die  neaiia  to  be  tiapipicr  and 
better  contented.'  But  if  the  evU  ef  the  daylw  vet 
intolerable  (though  sufficient,  Ood  knows,  at  any 
period  of  life)  we  mky,  at  least  we  ahould,  ney,  we 
must  (whether  patientihf  or  impalffntly);  beer  it,  and 
DMUse  the  be«e  of  wh«t  ire  cannot  make  belter  bst 
may  msike  woi%e.  To  hear  tiiet  thia  iayoorefitaatisa 
and  your  temper,  and  that  'peeee  ^ttondt  you  at 
home,  and  one  or  two  true  frienda  who  Ave  tender 
about  you,  weiild  be  a  greet  ease  tone  t^lnow,  mA 
kaew  from  yoiipaelf.  Tell  me  "who  tisoae  see  whoa 
yoU'  BOW  love  or  tUbtem,  .that  I  teey  lore  end  eatscn 
tbem  too ;  and  if  ever  they  oome  intA  Bi^ilaad  Id 
them  be  my  fiitenda.  If  by  e&ythiit^  I  cea  here  do 
I  can  aenre  yon  or  flHae  you,  be  eertaiai  it  iviM 
mend  my  happinem;  and  that  no  eetiiflirtlaB  my- 
thing  gives  me  here  will  be  superior,  If  eqioal  to  it. 

My  dear  dean,  whom  I  never  vr ill  forg^  er  thjak 
of  with  coolness,  many  are  yet  living  liere  wlio  fx^ 
qaently  mention  you  with  affection  and  respMt 
Lord  Orrery,  lord  Bathunt,  lord  Bolii^g;bfeke,  M 
Oxford,  lord  Masham,  Lewis,  Mm.  P«  Blmnt?— 
allow  one  woman  to  the  list,  for  aim  H  e«  eoosttat 
to  old  iiiendships  as  any  man.  And  ueny  yoan^ 
men  there  are,  nay,  aU  that  are  eny  credit  to  Ubb 
age,  who  loye  you  unknown,  who  kindle  et  year  &«» 
and  learn  by  your  geniua.  NoUnnff  of  yon  can  djc; 
nothing  of  you  can  decay,  noUung  of  yon  can  saftr, 
nothing  of  yon  can  be  obscoied  or  locked  up  fiva 
esteem  and  admiration,  except  whet  ie  et  the  desa* 
ery>— just  as  muoh  of  you  only  ae  Ood  Sksde  noity. 
May  the  rest  of  yon  (which  is  %U)  be  ee  happy  lw«v- 
after  as  honest  men  may  expect,  and  need  not  dooM. 
while  (knowing  nothing  more)  they  kaoir  that  thar 
Maker  iv  mereiml  (    Adien.    Yonra  ever, 

AxBXAMDsm  Pops. 


■^•r" 


FROM  MK.  FOPB  TO  THE  BARL  OF  ORBERY. 

TwkkMhoi,  Wa^wsailm  ^,  iTSa. 
WasN  you  get  to  Dublin  (whither  I  diiect  ihm, 
snppoiing  you  will  aee  6ur  dear  friend  aa  aooe  si 
possible)  pray  put  the  dean  in  mind  of  ne,  ami  tell 
him  i  hope  he  received  my  lest.  Tell  him  be*  dearly 
I  lorn  him  and  how  greatly  I  hononr  him:  bow 
greatly  I  reflect  oU  every  testimony  ef  hie  friendilup ; 
bow  much  I  rosohred  to  give  the  beat  I  oen  of  mf 
esteem  Ibrliim  to  posterity }  andaoaore  him  the  wwtt 
has  nothing  in  it  I  admire  ao  mudi,  nothing  Ihe  Iob 
cf  which  I  ahoiild  regret  eo  nnich,  aa  hia  gemna  sad 
his  virtnee*  i 


TO  MRS.  WHITEVrjLT. 

November  17,  YT3P. 
I  irevEit  liked  a  letter  from  you  on  yoor  osoal  dan 
of  coming  here,  for  it  always  brings  me  bad  newr.'t 
am  heartily  sorry  for  yoar  son's  continuing  his  01&e«v 
and  that  you  have  now  two  patients  In  yonr  hoii»^. 
In  the  mean  time,  pny  take  care  of  yoor  health. 
chiefly  your  wicked  colic,  and  Mrs.  Harrison's  dt«> 
position  to  a  feyer.  I  h6pe  at  least  thhin  vrill  tw 
better  on  Thursday,  elte  I  shall  be  fbll  of  Ae  spiers, 
because  it  Is  a  day  you  seem  to  regard  alttiourh  t 
detest  It,  and  I  read  the  third  chapter  of  Job  Thsc 
momiog>  I  am  deafer  than  when  you  saw  me  Ust,  asd 
indeed  am  quite  can  down.  My  hearty  loye  ixid 
setvice  to  Mrs.  Harrison.  I  thoroughly  pity  too  in 
your  present  circumstances.  I  am  ever  yonrs  entirrlv . 
God  support  you.  '    Jonatraw  Swift. 


a  Ita'.  Rwffl's  Milhdsy. 
k  This  chaptsr  he  always  resd  npoahis  bhlhd^. 


SPIBTOLART  COItB£SPONI)Em?a 
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PROM  MI88  RICHABDSON  TO  MRS.  WIHTBWAT. 

•  BtltttillrU  NwmibOT  >*^  Yfm» 
DsAR  Madam^— It  waft  m  ^ry  tmeqaal  natch  Utat 
the  dean  and  you  should  Jote  in  m  plot  against  mjr 
uncle  and  me ;  you  could  sot  &U  of  c«eryiog  your 
point.  Anything  the  dean  bath  a  hand  in  k  done 
in  the  moet  genteel  and  surprising  mannec.  I^fairiy 
own  I  am  caught :  1  would  .he  |^ad  to  know'whai 
my  uncle  will  think  of  himself  when  he  hears  the 
part  he  acted,  in  it :  I  have  heen  so  well  aocu*tom«d 
to  receive  presents  of  value  from  hini,  that  I  thought 
it  had  been  a  piece  of  edgingi  or  some  light  thing, 
nrhich  he  had  committed  to  your  oare  to  be  forwarded 
lo  me.  N«Ter  was  I  so  surprised  as  I  was  when  I 
read  vour  letter,  to  think  that  I  had  received  a  pre- 
lent  from  se  great  a  person  as  the  dean ;  but»  when 
[  looked  upon  iti  and  luuw  the  expense  it  must  be 
:o  him,  I  was  quite  confounded :  it  was  too  great  an 
tionour  for  roe,  >vho  can  never  deserve  the  least  favour 
'Tom  him  Y  it  is  a  most  beautiful  diamond.  I  own  I 
im  proud  of  finery  sow»  which  I  never  was  in  my 
ife  before.  I  am  highly  obliged  to  you  for  your 
improvement  of  the  ring;  the  dean's  hair  and  name 
lave  made  it  a  treasure  to  me»  and  I  really  believe 
t  will  be  thought  so  a  thousand  years  hence,  if  it 
:an  be  kept  so  long.  I  am  sure  it  ^all  by  me,  as 
ong  as  I  live,  with  as  much  care  as  I  keep  my  eyes^ 
vbile  1  have  them  to  look  upon  it. 

My  sister,  who  had  the  honour  of  waiting  upon 
I'ou  in  town,  and  brought  me  the  ring  very  safe^  is 
ull  of  acknowledgments  for  your  civilities  to  her, 
ind  returns  you  her  most  sincere  thanks,  with  her 
tumble  service.  Pray  give  mine  most  affectionately 
o  Miss  Harrisoi?;  I  am,  dear  madam,  your  most 
obliged  and  most  humble  servant, 

Katb.  IUchaadsom. 


PROM  MR.  RICHARD60N. 

Lendoai  JsauBy  9,  Itlt. 
liB,— «I  an^  called  upon  by  many  provocations  to 
ireler  a  hill  of  indictment  against  you  and  a  female 
ocompliee  of  yours  [Ma.  WhiiewayJ;  for  that,  by  the 
ISO  of  means  very  uncommon,  which  were  in  your 
ower  only,  you  have  turned  the  bead  of  a  w^l* 
leaning  country  girl  of  plain  senae,  who  had  been 
ery  useful  to  me,  and  esteemed  by  her  aequaint- 
Dcc.  I  hav6  seen  of  late  many  symptoms  of  her 
ieorder:  it  is  true  that  the  fascinatien.  of  your 
rorks  had  before  operated  strongly  upon  her ;  ibc 
rune  any  opportunity  oecurred  but  ahe  poued 
»rth  her  admiration  of  the  author,  and  can  repeat 
'ithout  book  all  your  poems  better  than  her  cate* 
fiiem;  however,  she  could  attend  to  domestic  af- 
lirs,  and  give  proper  directions  about  matters  in 
lo  kitchen  and  larder,  Ac.,  and  when  she  did  not 
ore  upon  your  writings,  or  some  other  books  (I 
mnot  say  of  the  Uke  kind),  she  was  at  work,  or 
reing  that  things  in  her  province  were  as  they 
lould  be :  but  now  truly  it  appears  she  apprehends 
tat  heretofore  she  had  not  discovered  her  own  value 
id  importance.  To  be  taken  notice  of  by  a  person 
le  has  long  thought  to  be  the  greatest  genius  any 
pe  has  produced,  and  whom  she  worshipe  with  an 
loration  that  to  any  mortal  rises  almost  to  idolatry, 
is,  it  is  much  to  be  feared,  transported  her  with 
mceit  and  vanity,  and  where  it  will  end  I  know 
2t.  What  you  have  done  proceeded  no  duubt 
om  a  malicious  intention  towards  me  as  well  as  the 
>or  girl ;  and  I  resent  it  accordingly,  as  I  hope  she 
ill  do  when  she  returns  to  her  senses. 
I  was  greatly  rejoiced,  dear  sir,  to  learn  from  the 
'ime-serjeant  Singleton  that  he  found  you  extremely 
cU  in  every  respect,  except  your  hearing ;  and  in 
at  he  said  you  were  much  better  than  he  expected. 


That  man,  who  has  as  tnfe  a  heatt  as  I  ever  met 
with,  most  entirely  loves  as  well  as  admires  yon. 

This  place  afibrds  no  news  at  present.  I  am  de« 
tained  by  affatrs  of  importance  that  relate  to  ray 
IMends,  and  cannot  yet  say  id)en  they  will  allow  mft 
to  return.  I  pass  my  time  now  and  then  with  some 
at  Mr.  Pope's  most  intimate  friends ;  and  although 
I  would  have  a  great  pleasurv  in  being  known  to 
him,  that  of  the  present  age  comes  next  to  you  fai 
fiune,  I  shaH  not  be  introdaced  to  him,  unless  I 
^all  have  the  honour  not  to  bft  thought  wholly  un* 
worthy  to  deliver  him  a  lettet  from  the  dean  of  JSt. 
Patrick's. 

Alderman  Baiher  got  a  foil  in  his  parlour  on  hie 
hip,  bv  his  foot  getting  into  a  hole  of  the  carpet ;  it 
brought  a  fit  of  the  gout  upon  him,  and  be  is  still 
somewhat  lame  in  his  hip,  hut  otherwise  in  very 
good  health  and  spirits. 

Doctor  Squire  holdr  out  surprisingly :  as'  soon  as 
the  Taeancy  shall  happen  I  shall  have  notiee,  and 
there  is  no  doubt  but  Mr.  Dunkin  will  suceecd  him. 

I  am  ever,  dear  sir,  with  the  highest  esteem  and 
respect,  your  most  obliged  and  most  affectionate 
humble  servant,  William  Rioharoson. 

PROM  IHl.  KIKO. 
St.  Mvy-hall,  Oiford,  January  d,  17S9. 
Sir, — At  length  I  have  put  Rochefoucautt  to  the 
press,  and  about  ten  or  twelve  days  hence  it  will  be 
published.  But  I  am  in  great  fear  lest  you  should 
dislike  the  liberties  I  hsve  taken.  Although  I  have 
done  nothiug  without  the  advice  and  approbation  of 
those  among  your  friends  in  this  country  who  love 
and  esteem  you  most,  and  zealously  interest  them* 
selves  in  everything  that  concerns  your  character. 
As  they  are  much  better  Judges  of  mankind  than  I 
am,  I  very  readily  submit  to  their  opinion ;  however, 
if,  after  having  received  the  printed  copies,  which  I 
will  send  you  next  week,  you'shall  still  resolve  to 
have  the  poem  published  as  entire  as  you  put  it  into 
my  hands,  I  will  certainly  obey  your  commands,  if  I 
can  find  a  proper  person  to  undertake  the  work,  I 
shall  go  to  London  the  latter  end  of  the  next  week, 
when  I  will  write  to  you  by  a  private  hand^more 
fully  than  J  can  venture  to  do  by  the  post. 

I  was  at  Twickenham  in  the  Christmas  week.  Mr» 
Pope  had  Just  then  received  a  letter  from  you,  and  I 
had  the  pleasure  of  hearing  you  were  well  and  in 
good  spirits.  May  those  good  spirits  continue  with 
you  to  the  last  hour  I 

BeUeve  me  to  be  with  the  greatest  truth,  sir,  your 
most  obedient,  and  most  faithful  servant, 

WiLUAM  King. 
Pray  do  me  the  honour  to  present  my  most  humble 

service  to  Mrs.  Whiteway. 

FROM  MR.  DRANK  SWIFT. 

Jsanarr  U,  1739.  ' 
Six, — I  had  so  great  an  honour  conferred  upon  me 
yesterday  that  1  know  not  how  to  express  the  obli- 
gations I  lie  under  for  it,  unless  by  endeavouring  to 
make  myself  worthy  of  your  present  I  can  demon- 
strate to  the  world  that  I  daily  improve  in  wisdom 
and  knowledge,  by  studying  in  those  books  which, 
since  the  beginning  of  my  life,  I  have  ever  esteemed 
to  be  a  complete  libraiy  of  taste,  wit,  Poetrv,  and 

rlitios;  yes,  and  in  spite  of  dulness  ana  prejudice, 
will  venture  to  say  of  religion  also.  This  I  am 
sure  of,  that  so  great  a  present  from  so  great  a  person, 
and  in  a  manner  so  handsome  and  extraordinary,  it 
is  absolutely  impossible  I  should  ever  be  honoured 
with  again.  I  always  thought  I  added  to  my  own 
reputation  whenever  I  pointed  out  some  of  those 
excellencies  which  shine  through  every  pago  of  Uiem. 
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Bot  li»  bd'>tho«9ht  ivoxtfajr  ^"veoeitiag  •tfMmlroaii 
your  hasids  wai  l^Efiiritsly  beyond  eren'WiiiA  my  vanity 
ooQld-  hdpe'  for.'  I-haire  flattered '  tnyseif  fer'txnmy 
years  that  to  the  best  of  ny  |>«<ii*er  I  hate  tiontiriually 
fought  under  the  banner^' of  Mboityt  and^that  i  have 
been  ready  at  a  moment*!  cali  either  to  lay  down  my 
life  in  the  defence  of  it,  or;  whener^r  there  should 
appear  any  probabitity  of  success,  to  Tindicate  and 
assert  that  claim*  which  every  man  in  every  'country 
has  by  nature  a  right  to  insist  upon ;  but,  whatever 
principled  have  gnided  my  actitins  hitherto,  1  shall 
from  this  moitaefnt  enlist  myself  under  the  coudnrt  of 
liberty's  i^neral ;  and  whenever  I  desert  her  ensigns 
to  fight  under  those  of  tyranny  and  oppression,  then, 
and  not  till  then,  will  I  part  With  those  books  which 
you  have  so  highly  honoured  me  wHh,  and  cast  them 
into  the  ilames,  IbAt  I  may  never  afterwarda  be  re- 
proacbod  either  by  the  sight  of  them  oc  ^e  remem- 
brance of  the  donor.  I  ami  sir*  with  the  highest 
eslcqm^  your  s^ost  obliged  and  soost  obedient  huunble 
servant,  Deahe  Swipt. 

;-  ..  // 

FROM  DR.  KING.    .  ' 

,  ,  JUodob.  JaQoary  »,  1739, 
Sir, — I  hop^  you  received  a  letter  I  wrote  to  you  from 
Oxford  about  the  30tb  of.  last  mouth,  in  whioh  J 
acquainted  you  with  the  publication  of  Rocbefoucault; 
and  as  I  interest  myself  most  h^^jrtily  in  everything 
that  concerns  your  cliajracter  as  an  author,  so  I  take 
great  pleasure  ij^  telling  you  that  i«one  of  your  works . 
nave  l^eea  better  received  by  th({  piiblic  than  this  poeo^. 
I  observe  tibii  with  more  than.  Qftlinary  satisfaction, 
because  I  may,  urge  the  approbation  of  the  public  as 
some  kind  of  applogy  for  myself  if  I  shall  fin4  you  aix 
dissatisfied  with  the  fqrm  in  which  this  poem  now 
apjiears.  But  if  that  should  happen,  all  ,the  rest  of 
yuur  friends  on  this  side  of  the  water  must  8h.are  the 
olame  with  me;  for  I  have  absolutely  conformed 
myself  to  their  advice  and  opinion  as  to  the  manner  of 
the  publication.  There  are  some  lines,  iodeed^  which 
I  omitted  with  a  very  ill  will,  and  for  no  other  reason 
but  because  I  durst  not  insert  (hem — I  mean  tlie  story 
of  the  medals :  however,  that  incident  is  pretty  well 
known,  and  care  has  been  taken  that  almost  every 
reader  may  be  able  to  supply  the  blanks.  That  part 
of  the  poem  which  mentions  tlie  death  of  queen  Anne, 
and  80  well  describes  the  designs  of  the  ministry  which 
succeeded  upon  the  accession  of  the  late  king,  I  would 
likewise  wiUingly  have  published,  if  I  could  have 
done  it  witli  safety ;  but  I  do  not  know  whether  the 
present  worthy  set  of  ministers  would  not  have  con- 
strued this  passage  into  high  treason,  by  aid  of  the  new 
doctrine  of  innuendoes:  at  least  a  lawyer  whom  t 
consulted  on  this  occasion -gave  me  some  reason  to 
imagine  this  might  be  the  case.  I  am  in  tni^  more 
cautious  dian  I  used  to  be,  well  knowing  tiiat  my 
superiors  look  on  me  at  present  with  a  very  evil  eye, 
as  I  am  the  reputed  author  of  the  Jjitin  poem  I  have 
sent  yon  by  the  same  gentleman  who  does  me  the 
favour  to  deliver  you  this  letter;  for  although  that 
piece  has  escaped  the  state  inquisition,  by  being  written 
m  a  language  that  is  not  at  present  very  well  under- 
stood at  court,  and  might  perhaps  puzzle  the  attoniey- 
general  to  explain,  yet,  the  scope  of  the  poem  and 
principal  characters  bemg  well  understood,  the  author 
must  hereafter  expect  no  mercy  if  he  gives  his  enemies 
any  grounds  or  colou^  to  attack  him.  But  notwith- 
standing all  my  caution,  if  I  perceive  you  dislike  this 
manner  and  ibrm  of  the  poem,  I  will  some  way  or 
other  contrive  that  it  may  ne  published  as  you  thaH 
direct. 

I  send  you  my  best  wishes,  and  I  hop  ymi  will  yet 
live  many  years  in  a  perfect  state,  for  the  sake  of  your 
friends,  for  the  benefit  of  your  coontryi  and  for  the 


kuntnir'Qf  «Miikiildt$>lMid>IilM|g  you 
an^,  witklhs  gveatest  tenths sir^  yo«r 
mosl'obs4ienBaensaot)  W 


thall 
band 
JLuse. 
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]    FRpM  DJR,  ij:mp.t^.MBS.,^jbTEVA,Y. 

Jomiary  90,  ITS!. 
Madam, -^ 'A*  very "kina  VqiieTf  w]hich  1  have  jusi 
reijeivefl  from  you,  ^as  ppit  me  mto  great  cobfbstoD.  I 
lieg  pf  you  (o  be  assured  that  I  thiqk  myself  oiider  (be 
highest  ol3Tigatioiis  to  yoti,  and  that  I  set  a  tru^  Y^ue 
on  the'  friendship  with  which  you  have  honbured  i&e. 
and  shall  endeavour  to  preserve  it  as  long  as  1  Utp.  If 
bur  correspondence  has  been  iut^rrupted^  it  lias  h^:i 
wholly  owing  to  the  ill  fteatinent  I  received  from  (he 
posti-omce ;  for  some  time  I  did  not  Yeceive  a  letter 
that  had  not  be<?n  opened,  aih'd  very  often  my  leTcn 
were  Idelivered  to  me  witli  die  seals  torn  ofll^  \Vheti^T 
these  j[k)st- officers  really  fhouglit '  jnt^  what  I  ur^f? 
thought  myself^  a  man  of  importance,  or  Whether  d^ 
linagined  my  letters  were  a  cover  for  some  great  laa}^, 
I  do  not  kiibw ;  but  for  my  part  1  grew  peevish  to  fitvi 
my  fricndshi{)s  and  all  my  iittl^  chit-chat  mast  c^cr 
stantly  be  exposed  to  fhe  view  of  every  dirty  ftTItiv 
that  had  leisure  or  curiosity  enoug)!  to  examiiR  aii 
letters.  However,  iTor  some  little  time  past  I  bare  i^^ 
had  the  Mme  eause  of  coumUint.  Your  kner  wai 
delivered  ts  me  in  good  condition ;  I  begin  to  thinfr  mj 
superiors'  na  longer  inspect  me  of  holding*  any  mt- 
warrantable  corraBpbndbade,  especially  %iiioe  I  tied  1 
may  now  venture  to  write  to  the  dean,  even  by  tbe 
Oi^ord  {Mst,  Notwithstanding  what  you  say,  I  am  k 
son^e  pain  >bout.  Rochefoucault,  and  doubt  mwk 
whether  he  will  be  satisQed  wit^.tbe  manner  in  whick 
he  finds  it  published  :  to  which  I  cbnseDted  in  ddcr- 
ence  to  Mr.  Pope*s  judgment,  and  the  opinioo  of  odm 
of  the  dean*a  founds  in  thif  country,  f'*^  I  <^°>  sane, 
love  and  honour  him,  and  kindly  concern  tfacisarifis 
in  everything  diat  may  effect  him.  Tbe  lawn  bis 
leoeived  this  niece  so  well,  that  in  aU  paoti  and  in  all 
companies  I  hear  it  catremely  commmdad ;  and  ooc 
only  the  desn*s  friend%  but  his  graataat  cncnMsi; 
acknowWdgc  that  .he  bos  net  lostany  part  nf  his  fin. 
and  of  th^  inimitable  torn  of  wit  sind  busEKMir  ■> 
peculiar  to  himself.  For  my  part  I  new  ned  soy  sf 
his  works»  either  in  prose  or  vene^  that  I  do  not  cati  k» 
mind  that  ^ort  character  which  cardioal   ^lignae 

rive  him  in  speaking  to  me,  //  a  fuprii  or^uttmr^  whick 
mentioned  to  you  in  a  former  letter,  if  1 1 —■»*>■  Jwr 
rightly.  It  may  not  be  amiss  to  tdl  yon  that  <ee 
Gaily,  or  Gaillie,  since  this  poem  was  psintedL  oAted 
it  to  sale  to  a  bookseller  at  Temple-bar  ;  and  I 
am  now  told  that  there  are  two  or  three  oofNes  mam  b 
London.  Gaillie  pretends  that  he  is  just  come  fmm 
Ireland,  and  that  he  had  directions  te  puhlisb  the  pota 
hem  I  so  that  perhaps  the  whole  asay  ^at  last  appear 
whether  he  will  or  not. 

I  am  glad  to  hear  that  my  friend  Mr.  Swift  is  well. 
When  are  we  tosee  him  again  in  Oxford?  Since  ym 
i^ypeol  to  him  for  a  voucher,  althougb  you  need  oase 
with  me,  let  him  likewise  do  me  the  jostioe  to  tdl  yoa 
that  he  never  heard  me  mention  your  name  hut  eitb 
the  greatest  esteem  and  respect;  with  which  I  shall 
ever  be,  madam,  your  most  obedient  and  BKiBt  &ttfaftil 
servant,  Wiluam  Kum:. 


I  sent  the  dean  a  packet  by  the 
whose  cover  I  send  yon  this. 


gentkman  nndw 


TO  MR.  ALt)BRM AH  BAKBBR. 

DabUn.  Frl»n«iT  It.  Vm. 
My  DBAS  GOOD  OLD  Friend. — The  yonn^  gmtlnne 
[William  Swift,  esq.]  who  doiven  yon  thw  lies  uadw 
one  great  disadfantagei  that  be  is  we  ef  flay 
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md  thoM  ue  •f  all  motfmlfl'whafti  dcipiie  and  Imtt,  | 
acept  one  Mn.  Whiteway  and  bar  daugbter.  You 
nuft  undaittand  'that  the  mother  haa  4be  intolenae  to 
lay  that  you  have  beard  of  her  and  know  her  chaiacter. 
$he  ia  a  perfect  Iriih  Teague,  bom  in  Cbedure,  and 
lived,  af  I  remember,  at  Wanington.  The  young* 
rentleman  who  waiti  upon  you  baa  a  very  good  coim- 
eiiance,  baa  been  entered  three  yean  at  the  Temple, 
[as  it  is  the  usual  custom,)  but  1  think  was  never  yet 
ill  England,  nor  does  be  know  any  one  person  there, 
flow  ever,  as  it  is  easy  to  find  you,  who  are  so  well 
iiiown  and  so  much  esteemed,  he  will  attend^  you 
with  Uiis  letter,  and  you  wiU  please  to  instruct  him  in 
be  usual  methods  of  entering  himself  in  the  Temple. 
^  is  a  younger  brother,  but  has  an  estate  of  lOO/. 
i-year,  which  will  make  shift  to  support  him  in  a 
frugal  way.  He  is  also  a  very  good  person  of  a  man, 
uul  Mrs.  Whiteway  says  he  has  a  virtuous  disposition. 
My  disorders  of  deafiiess,  forgetfulness,  and  other  ail- 
ments, added  to  a  dead  weight  of  seventy  years,  make 
tne  weary  of  life.  But  my  comfort  is,  that  in  you  1 
tiud  your  vigour  and  health  increase.  Pray  God  con- 
tinue bolb  to  you.  I  am,  my  dear  friend,  with  very 
erreat  esteem  and  affection,  your  most  obedient  and 
most  humble  servant,  Jonathan  Swift. 

Do  you  ever  see  any  of  our  old  friends  f  If  you  visit 
Mr.  Lewis  I  must  chaise  yau  to  present  him  with 
my  kind  and  hearty  service;  and  bow  or  where  is 
my  lord  Bolixigbioke  and  Mr.  Popef 

f  am  very  much  obliged  to  you  for  the  favour  you 
have  rtiowQ  to  Mr.  Richardson.  He'  is  a  very 
prudent  good  gentleman  :  if  you  see  him,  firay  make 
him  my  com)Aiments.  So,  my  dear  (riei^d,  once 
more  adieu. 

FROM  DR.  KINO  TO  BiRS.  WHlTBWAY. 

London.  Msivh  6, 1739. 
If  ADAM,— I  do  not  remember  ati^i^ihg  pnhlisbed  in 
my  time  that  hath  been  so  unrvtnaHv'Well  received  as 
lie  dean's  last  poem.  Two  editicms  have  been  already 
t4>ld  off,  diough  two  thousand  were  printed  at  first.  In 
(hort,  all  people  read  it,  ill  agree  to  oommend  it ;  and 
I  have  betti  well  assured  the  greatest  enemies  the  dean 
laa  iu  this  country  allow  it  to  be  a  just  and  beautMVil 
oUire.  As  1  am  very  sincerely  and  seniibly  afllN:t0d 
>y  everything  that  may  raise  the  dean's  ibbameter  as  a 
rr iter,  (if  anything  can  raise  it  bigbei\).so  you  may 
selieve  I  have  had  the  greatest  pleasure  hi  obaervhig 
hf  succeas  and  general  approbation  which  tliii  poem 
IAS  met  with ;  wherefore  I  was  not  a  litdft  mortified 
,'t*«terday  when  the  bookseller  bnmght  me  the  Dublin 
•aitiori,  and  at  the  same  time  put  into  my  hands  a 
ftter  he  had  received  l^rom  Finlkuer,  by  which  1 
ir>rreive  the  dean  is  much  dissatisfied  with  our  manner  of 
Miblication,  and  that  so  many  lines  hate  been  omitted, 
f  Faulkner  speaks  truth  and  knows  as  much  of  the 
lean's  mind  as  he  nretemls  to  know.  Phulkner  lias 
K*iit  over  several  otmr  copies  to  other  booksellers ;  io 
hat  I  tnke  it  for  granted  this  poem  will  soon  be  re- 
printed liere  from  3ie  Dublin  edition;  and  then  it  may 
»^  )M"rceived  bow  much  the  dean^  friends  have  been 
iitittukon  in  dieir  judgment,  however  good  their  inten- 
ioiis  have  been.  In  the  mean  time  I  will  write  to  yon 
III  this  occasion  without  any  reserve;  fori  know  yon 
(>vc  the  dean,  and  kindly  and  lealousKy  interest  your- 
lelf  in  evervtbing  that  concerns  his  chamcter;  and  if 
roil  will  believe  the  same  of  me,  you  will  do  me  great 
justice. 

The  doctor's  fr'tewls  whom  I  oonsaHed  on  this  oc- 
?.isiou  were  of  opinion  that  the  .latter  part  of  the  poem 
luiKbt  be  thought  by  tlia  public  a  little  vain,  if  ■> 
iiiudi  were  said  by  himself  of  himself.  Tbey  were  wi- 
willing  that  any  imputation  of  tbia  kind  should  lie 


•gainst  Utts  poom,  coMideriug  tbire  IS  Bot  iba  leisi  tiM>* 

tttie  of  vanity  afwcaring  in  any  of  bis  former  witinga, 

and  that  it  is  well  ,kaown  tbeia  is  no  nun  living  more 

five  from  thai  fault  than  be  is. 

They  wcra  of  opinion  that  these  lino^ 

**  He  IsA'd  the  vIm^  Imt  epwei  lhe.iisme« 
No  indivldoftl  oould  re««at, 
Wbere  Uiouaand*  equally  wAe  movit/* 

might  be  liable  to  some  objection,  and  weee  not,  strictly 
speaking,  a  just  pact  of  bis  character;  because  aever^ 
peisous  have  been  laabed  by  name,--^  Bettesworlb,  and, 
in  Uais  poem,  Chactfcs  and  Whitahed ;  and  for  my 
part,  I  do  not  think,  or  ever  shall  ^thiuk,  that  it  is  an 
imputation  on  a  satirist  to  l«ih  an  iuiamous  ft^km  by 
name.    The  lines  which  begin, 

"  Hcie'A  WeUton's  Tneli.  ths  twsUkh  editkm,** 

are  plainly  a  mistake;  and  were  omitted  for  that  reason 
only ;  for  Wolston  never  had  a  pension :  on  the  con- 
trary, he  was  prosecuted  fbr  his  blasphemous  writings ; 
his  books  were  burnt  by  the  baiiifei  of  the  common 
hangman;  he  himself  was  imprisoned,  and  died  in 
prison.  Woolaston,  the  author  of  a  book  called  *<  The 
Religion  of  Nature  Delineated,**  was  indeed  much 
admired  at  court,  bis,  book  universally  read,  his  biisto 
set  up  by  the  late  queen  in  her  grotto  at  Richmond 
with  Clarke*s  and  Locke*s ;  but  this  Woolaston  was 
not  a  clergyman. 
The  two  last  lines — ^ 

"  That  kingdom  he  hath  left  his  debtor, 
1  vlshit  looii  ouiy  liafe  a  faener**— 

I  omitted  because  I  did  not  well  understand  them ;  a 

bttttr  whatf There  seems  to  be  what  the  gramma* 

rians  call  an  antecedertt  wanting  for  that  word ;  for 
neither  kingdom  or  (2e6^Dr*will  do,  so  as  to  make  it  sense, 
and  there  ii  no  other  antecedent.  The  dean  is,  I  think^ 
widiout  exception,  the  l)est  and  most  correct  writer  of 
English  that  lias  ever  yet  appeared  as  an  author ;  1  was 
therefore  unwillhig  anything  should  be  caviled  at  as 
uogrammatical :  he  is  besides  the  most  patient  of  criti- 
cism of  all  I  ever  kiiew ;  which  perhaps  is  not  the  least 
sign  of  a  great  genius,  I  have  therefore  venfui«d  to 
make  these  objections  to  'you ;  in  which  however,  for 
the  most  part,  I  submitted  my  own  opinion  to  the 
Judgment  af  others.  I  hod  something  to  add  concern- 
ing the  notes,  but  I  have  not  room  in  this  paper  ;  but 
1  will  give  you  the  trouble  of  r^dintp  another  letter. 
Believe  tne,  madam,  your  most  obedient  and  most 
bumble  servant.  William  Kino. 


FROM  MRS.  WHITEWAY  TO  MR.  RIOHABDSON. 

Maieh  SO,  ITtt. 
Sir,— Two  days  ago  I  bad  the  very  great  pleasure  to 
hear  from  Mr.  Swift  you  were  well.  The  acknowledg- 
ments he  professes  in  his  letters  to  tbe  dean  and  me  of 
your  extraordinary  civilities  to  him  make  me  perfectly 
ashamed  to  think  how  ill  I  shall  acquit  myself  by  only 
being  able  to  say  I  most  sincerely  thank  you.  Wliat 
an  opportunity  have  you  laid  in  my  way  of  saying  a 
thousand  fine  things  on  this  subject ;  and  yet  I  can 
only  tell  you  (wliat  yon  alreaily  know  to  be  a  great 
truth)  that  you  have  acted  in  this  as  vou  do  in  every- 
thing, friendly,  politely,  and  genteelly.  All  the  re- 
turns I  can  make  is  to  give  you  further  room  to  ezer< 
ciie  a  virtue  which  great  minds  only  feel,  that  of  doing 
good  to  an  ingenuous,  worthy,  honest  gentleman.  The 
person  I  mean  is  counsellor  M^Aulay ;  one  of  tliose 
who  stand  candidates  for  member  of  parliament  to 
represent  the  university  of  Dublin,  in  the  place  of  Dr. 
CoghUl  deceased*  The  dean  of  St  PkUrick's  appears 
opeidy  for  him ;  and  I  have  his  leave  and  command  to 
tell  you,  if  you  can  do  Mr.  M^Aulay  apiece  of  friend- 
ship QQ  this  occasion  with  any  penon  of  distinctiou  in 
fiuglandi  be  will  receive  the  favour  as  done  to  himstUl 
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After  I  bore  mantionBd  the  datn, hem triflin^wUl  it  be 
to  speak  of  mytelf !  and  yet  i  most  earnestly  eotieat 
TOUT  inteiest  in  this  affair;  and  for  tfaisreeson,  becaweB 
it  will  never  lie  in  my  vay  i»  aaake  you  any  Tttoni ; 
so  that  only  true  generosity  can  inspire  yoa  to  do  any- 
thing at  my  request  After  all,  1  am  not  so  very  un- 
reasonable as  to  desire  a  fiftvonr  of  this  nature  if  it  be 
irksome  to  you.  Tell  roe,  sir,  can  you  do  anything  in 
this  matter  9  and  will  you  undertake  it!  Ibr  your 
word  I  know  can  be  depended  u/^osl.  There  is  one 
hint  that  perfaa^w  I  am  impertinent  in  offerings  that  a^ 
great  bodies  of  men,  (or  who  at  least  think  themselves 
■o,)  let  their  inclinations  be  ever  so  much  in  prejudice 
of  one  person,  (aa  I  take  it  to-be  the  case  of  Mr. 
M'Aulay,)  yet  wait  for  the  interfering  of  the  higher 
powen;  so  that,  if  by  your  good  oUkcs  the  lord- 
lieutenant  can  be  prevtaled  on  to  recommend  him  to 
the  provost  and  fellows  of  the  university^  his  interest 
would  he  certainly  fixed ;  but  this,  and  the  manner  of 
doing  it,  I  submit  to  your  superior  judgment. 

The  dean  of  St  Patricks  presents  you  his  most 
afiectionaie  love  and  service ;«— then  were  his  own 
words.  He  is  better  both  in  health  and  bearing  than  I 
have  known  him  these  twelve  months }  but  so  indolent 
in  writing  that  he  will  scarce  put  his  aakne  to  a  re- 
ceipt for  money.  This  he  has  likewise  ordered  me  to 
tell  you  as  an  apology  for  not  writing  to  you  himself, 
and  not  want  of  the  highest  esteem  for  you. 

Do  you,  sir,  ever  intend  to  see  this  kingdom  again  9 
What  time  may  we  expect  it  9  When  may  I  hope 
you  will  perform  your  pamise  to  let  Miss  Richardson 
spend  some  months  with  me ;  and  do  you  ever  intend 
to  write  again  to  your  friends  in  Dublin  9  I  am,  sir, 
with  the  highest  esteem  and  respect,  your  most  humble 
and  most  obedient  servant;       Mabtha  Wbitxwav. 


FROM  MR.  HIGH ABBBON  TO  MRS.  WHITEWAY. ; 

LOndeUt  April  5,  1TS9. 
Dear  Madax,-^!  am  indeeed  much  ashamed  that  I 
have  so  many  favours  from  you  to  acknowledge  at  one 
time.  You  may  believe  me  when  I  assure  you  that 
my  silence  has  not  proceeded  from  want  of  respect  and 
esteem  for  you.  I  would  not  put  on  the  affectation  of 
much  business  as  an  excuse  to  anybody,  much  less  io 
yon  ;  although  the  truth  is,  that  I  am  hxnried  almost 
out  of  my  life  with  the  attendance  and  writing  about 
things  I  have  undertaken  for  some  friends. 

The  dean's  recommendation  and  yours,  without  any 
other  consideration  whatever,  would  induce  me  to  do 
my  utmost  to  serve  Mr.  M'Aulay,  as  I  have  told  him 
by  this  post,  when  I  thoaght  I  should  not  trouble  you 
with  a  rew  lines.  He  will  acquaint  you  with  what  I 
have  done,  by  which  you  will  see  that  I  lost  no  time; 
and  I  have  hopes  to  obtain  the  lord-lieutenant*s  coun- 
tenance for  him. 

I  will  endeavour  to  introduce  Mr.  Swifts  to  the 
acquaintance  of  some  persons  before  I  leave  this ;  whose 
countenance  and  friendship  will  at  least  give  a  young 
gentleman  a  good  air:  his  own  merit  entitles  him 
to  the  esteem  and  regard  of  such  as  shall  have  the 
happiness  to  be  acquainted  with  him:  I  am  much 
obliged  to  you  for  introducing  me  to  him.  I  have 
only  time  to  add  my  most  hearty  thanks  for  the  same, 
and  to  assure  you  that  any  opportunity  of  expressing 
the  esteem  I  have  for  the  dean,  which  is  the  nighot, 
and  for  you,  will  ever  give  me  ttie  greatest  pleasure. 
I  am,  madam,  your  most  obliged  and  most  truly 
faithful  servant,  William  Richardson. 


FROM  MR.  RICHARDSON. 

Londou,  April  10, 1739. 
Dear  Sir, — It  is  an  age  since  I  hod  the  honour  of  a 
line  from  you.     Your  friend  Mr.  alderman  Barber, 

■  WiULun  Swift,  w{,,  then  a  itudeat  at  the  Middle  Timple. 


voen  ▼wssmtiou  for  yoM  pNkorala  'nitti  to-o#'Wiylhui| 
he  ean  think  of  tha^  oBii  BMW' narapect  and  «fliclient 
made<  »  pifeeut  te  ibt  aaiversily  -  of  OaKfbrd'-of  tfai 
original  piotmedone'for  yoa  by  Jenras^  to  dtt  hanour 
to  the  unireisily  by  your  being  ^laoad  io  ^  SaU^T 
QWODg  the  most  reooivticdlnid  dtatingu&riMd  psMnagn 
thiaidand  haspvaduced}  but  first  had:  m  coipy  ts^MD. 
and  then  had  the  original'  set  in  a  fine  rich  fiasae,  and 
sent  it  to  Oxford,  after  coneestiag  with  lad  BDling- 
broke,  the  Tioe^haiioeUor)  and  Mr.  P^pe,  aa  I  fevRss- 
bar,  the  inscription  to  be'  under  the  pictiit«>i  a  eapf 
whereof  is  enclosed.  Tha  aldennaB  had  m  very  haai- 
some  oomnpftimetife'  lrom<  the  ^ice-dianeallar  ia  t)» 
name  of  all  the  headi  >of  hoaaea  tfaaMp  and  by  tbta 
direction :  whernn  these  is  most*lioaoiiisalile  meabfia 
of  tb«  dean  of  St.  E^triek*s  on  that  oecaaaasi; 

Seeing  an  aitiele  in  the<^  London  Byewing  Post"^ 
upon  your  picture^'which'waa'diawB  *a*4ie  nqwst  m4 
expense  of  the  chapter  of  yoar  eatbedittl,  beiag  pni  «p 
in  the  deanery,  aldermiBi  Baibcr  took  the  l&nt  »^ 
caused'What  you  see  in  the  '^Londoii  Evening  P^' 
of  this  day  to  be  piinted  therem.  He  kuawa  aotKiac 
of  my  writing  to  yeii  at'  this  tine;  but  ItlMipfaiit 
right  that  you  diould  be  aeqaatnted  how  inlent  hr  is. 
all  manner  of  ways,  to  show  the  efleots  of  the  higte 
friendship,  kindled  to  a  fiame  by  the  warmot  snw  d 
gmtitude  and  the  most  exalted  esteeni  and  rtnenim. 

MiB.  Whiteway  and  Mr.  M'Aulay-can  inCorm  jm 
how  absolote  your  commanda  are  with  me.  f&otf 
you  recommended  him  he  is  sure  of  the  utmost  I  cs 
do  for  him.  , 

Sir,  if  I  have  not  a  few  wmds  from  yon  I  shall  cee- 
clode  that  yon  think  me  tBOublesoooe,'  and  are  leeolnrf 
to  get  rid  of  my  Impotinenee. '  It  will  'lie  twt^  cr  tknr 
months  before  I  can  get  from  henoe,  altbongfc  I  am 
impatient  to  be  at  home ;  but  whererer  I  am,  or  b<nr« 
ever  engaged,  I  am  always, -dear  air,  your  most  obligid 
and  most  truly  faithfol  aerran^ 

William  RicaARoso5. 

My  best  respects  wait  upon  Mrs.  Whiteway. 

TO  THE  REVBREKD  MR.  KIKQ. 

Monday  noBU^ 
Sir, — I  have  often  desired  to  talk  with  you  about  t!t< 
Wednesday  dinner,  but  could  never  aee  you.  Mn 
Sican  is  to  buy  the  dinner,  for  which  I  adTanoe%J  a 
moidore  'and  a  double  pistole.  I  hoped  you  w*  uM 
have  written  to  Dr.  Wilson,  and  taken  some  care  ahnst 
the  wine,  for  I  have  none  to  spare.  Pray  lei  me  Lmv 
whether  you  are  content  ts  take  your  usual  trouble  a 
these  occasions.     1  am  your  obedient  humble  arrrast, 

JoftATDAif  Swift. 


FIIOM  DEAN  SWm  AND  MRS.  WHITBWAT  It>  Ml 

RICHARDSON. 

Apia  IT.  \'s». 

My  vert  good  Friend, — ^I  find  that  Mrs.  Whitrvar 
pretends  to  have  been  long  acquainted  with  yon ;  Imt 
upon  a  strict  examination  I  discovered  that  all  tV 
acquaintance  was  only  at  the  deanery-houae,  where  sbr 
had  the  good  fortune  to  see  you  onoe  or  Iwioa  at  bm^ 
I  am  extremely  obliged  to  you  lor  your  fisvoan  to  Mx. 
M'Aulay,  for  whose  good  sense  and  virtues  of  ernj 
kind  I  have  highly  esteemed  him  ever  ainoe  I  had  ^ 
happiness  of  knowing  him.  If  he  succeeds  in  kii 
election  it  will  be  cluiSy  by  your  good  offices ;  and  yra 
have  my  hearty  thanks  for  what  you  have  alresdj 
done.  I  know  you  ofWn  see  my  honest  heaity  (tittd 
alderman  Barber ;  and  pay  let  him  know  that  I  cev' 
maud  him  to  continue  tiis  friendship  to  you,  aldvofE^ 
he  is  your  absolute  governor.  I  am  rety  mot^ 
obliged  to  the  aldeiman  and  you  fur  your  cirilitita  ti 
young  Swift.    Mrs.  Whiteway  tays  he  if  my  cocmo: 
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vbicb  will  not  be  to  bit  adfantage,  for  I.bttto  all  mIa- 
;toiii;  «od  I  I  ■  Sir,  I  have  watobod  .tbe  pan  out  of 
be  Ucsant  baad»  wbo  aecnu,  by  b»  coa&t^naiico,  to 
ncline  to  fioifb  bit*  loiter  witb  iny  hultM  ••  be  b^gan 
c  Wbero  tbere  u  ao  laigo  a  tcone  aud  «ueb  a 
vriter,  you  nay  baliove  I  should  not  like  to  bavt  say 
Jaaiacter  dravn  by  binu  However,  J  tbink  for  once 
m  is  mistaken ;  I  mean  in  the  article  of  wbot  be  oalls 
raiiity^  and  which  I  term  a  landable  ambition,  tbe 
loQoui  of  being  known  to  youi  aud  bragging  of  it  ae 
ome  merit  to  myielf  to  be  distinguished  by  you. 
iave  I  not  reason  to  boaft  when  you  tell  me  my 
ecommendation  will  have  weight  with  youi  and  bow 
freat  must  be  the  obligation  ihat  worda cannot  expRasJ 
iratitude,  like  gric^  dwells  only  in  the  mind*  and  can 
)e8t  be  guesmd  at  when  it  ia  too  great  to  be  teld,  and 
Dost  certainly! leswns  when  we  are  capable  of  declaring 
U  I  never  doubted  Mx«  M^Afflay  a  buqocib  if  you 
ludertook  bis  causci  nor  your  inde&tigable  friendship 
or  those  who  have  the  good  fortune  to  gain  your 
stccro.  Mr.  Swift  I  wi&  may  be  in  tbe  number, 
rbia  I  am  enre  of,  that  his  virtue  and  honour  will 
icver  give  me  raamn  to  rtpcnt  that  I  intzoduced  him 
o  you,  which  is  tbe  only  iavour  I  hoped  for  him ;  but 
rou,  sir,  never  da  things  by  halves. 

I  know  you  are  hurried  on  many  occasiona; 
herefore  I  do  not  expect  a  letter  unless  you  are 
»erfecUy  disengaged*  Sometimes  we  are  in  such  a 
Cat4)  of  indolence  that  half  an  hour  is  trifled  away 
u  doing  nothing.  When  you  find  yourself  in  this 
ituation  tell  me  in  two  or  three  lines  you  are  well, 
Old  command  Mies  Richardson  to  come  to  me.  My 
Laughter  moat  earnestly  joins  with  me  in  this  re- 
quest, and  entraats  you  to  believe  that  she  is,  with 
bS  great  reapect  as  I  am,  sir,  your  most  humble  and 
nost  obedient  servant,  Martha  Whitbway. 

FROM  MR.  RICHARDSON. 

Londoo,  Awil  17, 1739. 
!>BAR  Sia,— I  wrote  this  morning  to  Mrs.  White- 
vay  a  few  lines  in  much  hurry,  and  I  write  this  to 
ou  in  Guildhall  by  alderman  Barber's  direction, 
besides  a  letter  from  you  to  the  society,  whose 
xldress  is  in  Mrs.  Whiteway's  letter,  he  thinks  a 
nemorial  or  petition  from  Mr.  Dunkin  to  the  society 
viH  be  of  use ;  and  if  you  write  to  Mr.  Pope  the 
Iderman  tidnks  he  will  get  one  vote,  which  he  can 
LX  no  way  of  obtaining  but  through  Pope.  I  am 
!ver,  dear  sir,  your  most  obliged  and  most  affec- 
ionate  humble  servant, 

William  Ricuardsok. 

should  think  it  would  be  right  in  Mr.  Dunkin  to 
come  over  the  moment  he  hears  of  Squire's  death. 
I  wrote  by  this  post  to  a  nephew  to  let  you  know 
tbe  moment  he  dies,  if  the  life  should  be  in  him 
when  my  letter  goes  to  him. 


ny  endetTOun  far  yMr  piraapeirity»  and  I  ahali, 

during  my  life,  continue  to  be,  with  the  truaet 
stspect  and  highest  estesm,  worthy  sirs,  your  mott 
obedient  and  most  hnmble  tervanty 

ioNaxuAN  &wirr. 


X)  THE  HONOURABLE  THE  SOaSTY  OP  THE 
GOVERNOR  AND  ASSISTANTS.  LONDON.  FOR  THE 
NEW  PLANTATION  IN  ULOTER.  WITHIN  THE 
REALM    OP    IRBl^AND.    AT    THE    CHAMBER    IN 

CUILDHALL,  IjONDON. 

Apiil  19, 1739. 

VoRTHT  Gbwtlimbk,— I  heartily  recommend  to 
our  very  worahipful  society  the  reverend  Mr. 
ViUiam  Punkin  for  the  living  of  Colrane,  vacant  by 
he  death  of  Dr.  Squire.  Mr.  Dunkin  is  a  gentle- 
nan  of  great  learning  and  wit,  true  religion,  and 
xcellent  morals.  It  is  only  for  these  qualifications 
but  I  recommend  him  to  your  patronage ;  and  I  am 
oiitident  that  you  will  never  repent  the  choice  of 
iich  a  man,  who  will  be  ready  at  any  time  to  obey 
our  commands.    You  have  my  bott  withes  and  all 


PROM  MBS.  WHITEWAT  TO  MR.  RICHARDSON. 

April  19, 173t. 
Sir,— I  now  giv«  yon  an  opportunity  of  adding  it 
n«w  patitlon  in  your  prayers,— 'From  iemale  im- 
pertinenee,  good  Lord,  delirer  me.  Yet  thin  trouble 
you  brought  on  yourself;  and  therefore  I  vrill  make 
no  apology  for  it.  Mr.  Dunkin's  case  comes  now 
under  your  care.  You  were  the  first  promoter  of  h ; 
and  to  you  only  are  hia  obligations  due.  Mr.  Squire 
died  the  14tli  of  tfait  month  {  and  by  thia  post  the 
dean  has  vrrit  to  alderman  Barber  in  Mr.  Dunkia'a 
favovr.  He  haa  commanded  me  to  entreat  yow 
friendship  for  him  with  the  alderman  and'  the 
society :  and  sayahe  knows  yon  will  pavdoh  him  that 
he  does  not  write  to  yon  himself'  on  the  occasion ; 
for  his  head  is  very  much  out  of  order -to-day. 
There  is  one  article  in  the  dean's  letter  he  has  left 
oat,  and  another  Inserted,  much  against  my  inoli* 
natioB.  The  first  is,  that  he  omitted  mentioning 
Mr.  Dunkin  as  a  worthy  good  man,  which,  in  my 
opinion,  is  more  material  than  being  a  poet  or  a 
scholar,  although,  when  joined  with  these,  make  a 
most  amiable  eharacter :  the  other  is,  troubling  the 
alderman  to  know  there  ia  such  an  insignificant 
person  in  the  world  as  Mrs.  Whiteway;  but  the 
tyrsnt  dean  will  say  and  do  just  aa  he  pleases.  The 
enclosed  was  sent  me  by  Mr.  Dunkin,  not  knovring 
how  to  direct  to  you.  I  now  promise  you,  sir,  to 
teate  you  no*  more  with  my  letters,  unless  you  com- 
mand me  to  pay  you  my  most  humble  respects ;  and 
then  you  shall  be  obeyed  with  pleasure  by,  sir,  your 
moat  obliged  and  most  obedient  servant, 

MAaXHA  WUITSWAV. 


TO  MR.  ALDERMAN  BARBER. 

DQbUn,  April  19.  1789. 
Mt  dear  old  FaiEMD—At  last  Dr.  Squire  is  actually 
dead;  he  died  upon  the  1 1th  day  of  this  month, 
and  now  you  have  the  opportunity  of  obliging  me 
in  giving  Squire's  Uving  in  Colrane  U>  Mr.  VfiU 
Uam  Dunkin,  who  is  an  excellent  scholar,  and  keeps 
a  school  in  my  neighbourhood ;  besides  he  ia  a  very 
fine  poet.  My  friend  Mr.  Richardson  can  give  you  a 
better  account  of  him.  It  is  true  Mr.  Dunkin  is  a 
married  man ;  however,  that  is  of  no  great  moment ; 
and  in  the  northern  countr)'  of  Ireland,  although  it 
be  the  best  inhabited  part  of  the  kingdom,  a  wife 
will  be  convenient  Yet  we  two  old  bachelors  (I 
own  I  am  your  yenior)  could  never  consent  to  take  so 

rod  example,  by  endeavouring  to  multiply  the  world, 
heartily  thank  you  for  your  civilities  to  young 
Swift.  It  seems  he  is  a  relation  of  mine.  And  there 
is  one  Mrs.  M^hiteway,  a  widow,  the  onlv  cousin  of 
my  family  for  whom  I  have  any  sort  of  friendship ; 
it  was  she  prevailed  with  me  to  introduce  the  young 
man  to  you.  He  iaa  younger  brother,  and  his  portion 
is  only  100^  a-year  English.  You  will  oblige  mc  if 
youcan  bear  seeing  him  once  a*q|iarter  at  hb  lodging 
near  the  Temple,  where  be  designs  to  study  the  law ; 
and  so  I  have  done  witii  ever  troubling  you,  my  dear 
friend.  AYhere  is  Mr.  Lewis  1  Some  months  a^ 
he  wrote  to  me  with  many  complaints  of  his  ill 
health  and  the  effect  of  old  age,  in  both  which  I  can 
overmatch  you  and  biro,  besiuc  my  giddy  head,  deaf- 
ness, and  forgetfulness  into  the  bargain.  I  hear  our 
friend  lord  Bolingbroke  haa  sold  Dawley ;  I  wish 
you  could  tell  me  in  what  condition  he  is,  both  aa  to 
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health  and  fortime ;  and  where  his  lady  Uvei,  and 
how  they  agree.  If  you  fiait  my  lord  and  lady  Ox- 
ford and  their  daughter,  who  ii  now,  aa  I  hear,  a 
duchess,  or  any  other  friend  of  ours,  let  them  haye 
the  offers  of  my  humble  service.  May  you,  my  most 
dear  friend,  preserve  your  health  and  live  as  long  as 
you  desire  i  I  am  ever,  with  the  greatest  truth  and 
esteem,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant  and  en« 
tire  friend,  Jonathan  Swift. 

I  desire  you  will  give  my  most  hearty  service  to  Mr. 
Pope ;  and  let  him  know  that  I  have  provided  for 
Mr.  Lamb,  whom  he  recommended  to  me,  with  a 
full  vicar-choralship  in  my  choir.  And  pray  let 
me  know  the  state  of  Mr.  Pope's  health. 


DR.  DUNKIN  TO  MRS.  WUITEWAY. 

April  25.  17S7. 

Madam,— As  it  was  through  your  countenance  I  had 
the  honour  of  being  first  introduced  to  the  most  wor- 
thy dean  of  St  Patrick,  I  must  have  thought  myself 
under  the  highest  obligation  to  you ;  but  the  con* 
tinuance  of  your  friendship,  through  so  many  re- 
peated acts  of  generosity,  and  the  course  of  his 
gracious  endeavours  to  raise  my  reputation  and  for- 
tune, are  such  things  as  I  must  ever  remember  and 
express  with  a  very  deep  sense  of  gratitude. 

The  fatigue  of  writing  so  many  letters  lately  in  my 
favour  was  indeed  what  I  could  not  in  reason  expect 
even  from  his  humanity,  were  I  worthy  of  them ; 
and  I  can  only  say  the  dean  of  St.  Patrick  is  un- 
wearied in  doing  good,  and  that  he  who  could  rise 
to  preserve  a  nation  will  descend  to  relieve  an  in- 
dividual. 

The  sense  of  my  own  demerit,  and  the  just  awe 
in  which  I  stand  before  so  great  and  good  a  man, 
will  not  allow  me  either  that  freedom  of  speech  or 
writing  which  is  requisite  to  let  him  understand  with 
what  love,  veneration,  and  respect  of  his  person  I 
reflect  upon  the  many  instances  of  his  tender  con- 
corn  and  uncommon  zeal  for  my  welfare.  This  is 
a  duty  I  most  earnestly  wish,  but  am  altogether  un- 
able to  perform,  and  such  as  I  entreat  you,  dear 
madam,  to  undertake  fpr  me ;  your  compliance  in 
which  will  be  yet  anotlier  among  the  many  and 
weighty  obligations  laid  upon  your  most  dutiful, 
obedient,  devoted  servant,         Willum  Dunkin. 


TO  MR.  POPE. 

Dtiblin,  April  S8. 17S9. 
Dear  Sir, — The  gentleman  who  will  have  the  ho- 
nour to  deliver  you  this,  .although  he  be  one  related  to 
me,  which  is  by  no  means  any  sort  of  recommend, 
ation  ;  for  I  am  utterly  void  of  what  the  world  calls 
natural  afTection,  and  with  good  reason,  because  they 
arc  a  numerous  race  degenerating  from  their  an- 
cestors, who  were  of  good  esteem  for  their  loyalty 
and  sufferings  in  the  rebellion  against  king  Charles  I. 
Tliis  cousin  of  mine,  who  is  so  desirous  to  wait  on 
you,  is  named  Dcane  Swift,  because  his  great-grand- 
father by  the  grandmother's  side  was  admiral  Deane, 
wlio,  having  been  one  of  the  regicides,  hod  the  good 
fortune  to  save  his  neck  by  dying  a  year  or  two  be- 
fore the  Restoration. 

I  have  a  great  esteem  for  Mr.  Deane  Swift,  who  is 
much  the  most  valuable  of  any  of  his  family :  he  was 
first  a  student  in  this  universit}',  and  finished  his 
studies  in  Oxford,  where  Dr.  King,  principal  of  St. 
Mary  Hall,  assured  me  that  Mr.  Sivift  behaved  him- 
self with  good  reputation  and  credit ;  he  hath  a  very 
good  taste  for  wit,  writes  agreeable  and  entertaining 
verses,  and  is  a  perfect  master  equally  skilled  in  the 
best  Greek  and  Roman  authors.     He  has  a  true 

'rit  for  liberty,  and  with  ail  these  advantages  is 
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extremely  decent  ana  nodett.  Mr.  Swift  is  hear 
to  the  little  paternal  estate  of  oar  &mily  at  GcMdrich 
in  Herefordshire.  My  grand&ther  was  so  pexseented 
and  plundered  two  and  fifty  times  by  the  barbarity 
of  Cromwell's  hellish  crew,  of  which  I  find  aa  ac- 
count in  a  book  called  **  Mereuriiia  Hasticoa,"  that 
the  poor  old  gentleman  was  forced  to  aril  the  better 
half  of  his  estate  to  support  hia  family.  However, 
three  of  his  sons  had  better  fortune ;  for,  coinio^ 
over  to  this  kingdom,  and  taking  to  the  law,  they  all 
purchased  good  estates,  of  which  Mr.  Deane  Swift  bu 
a  good  share,  but  with  some  incumbrance. 

I  had  a  mind  that  this  young  gentleman  ^ooH 
have  the  honour  of  being  known  to  you ;  which  b 
all  the  favour  I  ask  for  him ;  and  that,  if  he  stan 
any  time  longer  in  London  than  he  now  intexbis 
you  will  permit  him  to  vrait  on  you  sometimes.  I 
am,  my  dearest  friend,  your  most  obedient  and  kw 
humble  servant,  JpHATBLAK  Swift. 

TO  MR.  POPE. 

May  la,  n». 

Ton  are  to  suppose,  for  the  little  time  I  ahoU  litt, 
that  my  memory  is  entirely  gone,  and  especially  a 
anything  that  was  told  me  last  night  or  thta  laon- 
ing.  I  have  one  favour  to  entreat  from  yoo.  I  kamr 
the  high  esteem  and  friendship  you  bear  to  ya«r 
friend  Mr.  Lyttleton,  whom  you  call  **  the  riaaf 
genius  of  this  age."  His  fame,  his  Tirtne,  bonov, 
and  courage,  have  been  early  spread,  even  amoag  ok 
I  find  he  is  secretary  to  the  prinoe  of  Wales ;  s&d 
his  royal  highness  has  been  for  seTerol  years  chsa* 
cellor  of  the  university  in  Dublin.  All  this  ii  t 
prelude  to  a  request  I  am  going  to  make  to  yvm. 
There  is  in  this  city  one  Alexander  M*Aubiy,  s 
lawyer  of  great  distinction  for  skill  and  honest}, 
sealous  for  the  liberty  of  the  subject,  and  loyal  to 
the  house  of  Hanover;  and  partienlarly  to  the 
prince  of  Wales,  for  his  highness'a  love  to  bocb 
kingdoms. 

Mr.  M'Aulay  is  now  soliciting  for  a  oeot  in  par- 
liament here,  vacant  by  the  death  of  Dr.  Coghill,  a 
civilian,  who  was  one  of  the  persona  chosen  for  iha 
university :  and  as  his  royal  highness  contiaoes  siiU 
chancellor  of  it,  there  is  no  person  so  proper  to  no- 
minate the  representative  as  himaelC  If  this  &Tour 
can  be  procured  by  your  good- will  and  Mr.  Lit- 
tleton's interest,  it  will  be  a  particular  obligation  to 
me,  and  grateful  to  the  people  of  Ireland,  in  gimu; 
them  one  of  their  own  nation  to  represent  thk 
university. 

There  is  a  man  in  my  choir,  one  Mr.  Lamb ;  hr 
has  at  present  but  half  a  vicarship ;  the  vmiue  of  tt 
is  not  quite  50/.  per  annum.  You  wrote  to  me  in 
his  favour  some  months  ago ;  and  if  I  outlive  aaj 
one  vicar-choral,  Mr.  Lamb  shall  certainly  have  a 
full  place,  because  he  very  weU  deserves  it ;  and  I  aa 
obliged  to  you  very  much  for  recommendin|p  him. 


FROM  MR.  SECRETARY  LYTTLETON. 

Luii4on,  M«f  1<»  173» 
Sib,— I  cannot  let  Mr.  Swift  return  to  Irelsad  vitb- 
out  my  acknowledgmentg  to  yon  for  the  favour  ymt 
have  done  Mr.  I^unb.  I  know  that  I  ought  to  asoifaf 
it  wholly  to  Mr.  Pope's  recommendation*  as  I  have  noi 
the  happiness  to  be  known  to  you  myself;  but  give  ve 
leave  to  take  this  occasion  of  assuring  you  how  much 
I  wish  to  be  in  the  number  of  your  fiieoda.  1  think  I 
can  be  so  even  at  this  distance,  and  though  we  sh&uid 
never  come  to  a  nearer  acquaintance;  fcs  dit  rcpobi* 
tion  of  some  men  is  amiable,  and  one  can  love  tbeir 
characters  without  knowing  their  persooa. 
If  it  could  ever  be  in  my  power  lo  do  yoa  any  ss^ 
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viee  in  thif/cauntvy,  tfae«|o^yiiv  laeia'it  nonldbt 
a  iiew  favour  fto^  m0  wout  obligtd  bumlile  lenMii^ ' 

>/  G.  Iattlstom. 


FHOM  MR.  POPEJi  ) 

DEARE3T  SiRf—ETery  time  I  see  your  haiid,  it  is  the 
{greatest  satisfaction  that  aoj  writing  caii  give  me;  iMid 
I  am  in  proportion  grieveq  to  find,  that  severat  of  znv 
leKers  to  testify  it  to  you  miscarry;  and  jou  ask 
me  the  same  <}uestion  again  which  I  prolixly  have 
itiswered  l)efi>re.  Your  last,  which  was  delivered  me 
by  Mr.  Swift,  inquires,  where  and  how  is  lord  Boling- 
tirnke  ?  who,  in  a  paragrapli  in  my  last,  under  bis  owu 
band,  gave  you  an  account  of  himself;  and  I  em- 
ployed  almost  a  whole  letter  on  his  atfairs  afterward. 
4e  has  sold  Dawley  for  26,000/.  much  to  his  own 
(atisfdction.  His  pkui  of  life  is  now  a  very  agreeable 
>ne,  in  the  finest  country  In  France,  divided  between 
itiidy  and  exercise ;  for  he  still  reads  or  writes  five  or 
lix  liours  a-day,  and  generally  hunts  twice  a-week. 
Ue  has  the  whole  forest  of  Foutoinbleau  at  his 
mmmand,  with  the  king*s  stables,  dogs,  &c.,  bis  lady's 
ion>in-l8w  being  governor  of  that  place.  She 
Tiides  most  port  of  the  yesv  with  my  lord,  at  a 
ar{>e  house  they  have  hired ;  and  the  rest  with  her 
Uugliter,  who  is  abbess  of  a  royal  convent  in  the  neigh- 
x>urhood. 

I  never  saw  him  in  stronger  health  or  in  better 
mmoar  with  his  friends,  or  more  indifferent  and  dis' 
lOMionate  to  his  enemies.  He  is  seriously  set  upon 
rritiiigsom^  ports  of  the  history  of  his  times,  which 
le  has  begun  br  a  noble  introduction,  presenting 
I  view  of  the  whole  state  of  fiurope,  from  the  Pyreneoti 
reaty.  He  has  hence  deduced  a  sammary  sketch  of 
he  natural  ttnd  incidental  interests  of  each  kingdom; 
uid  how  they  have  Toried  from,  or  approached  to,  the 
nie  polities  of  each,  in  the  several  administrations 
0  this  time.  Hie  history  itself  will  be  particular 
miy  on  such  fkets  and  anecdotes  as  he  nenonolly 
i'new,  or  produces  vouchers  for,  both  from  home  and 
ihroad.  This  puts  into  my  mind  to  tell  yon  a  ftar 
le  expressed  lately  to  me,  that  some  facts  in  your 
*■  History  of  the  Queen's  Lost  Yean  **  (which  he  read 
ten*  with  me  in  1727)  are  not  exactly  stated,  and  that 
le  may  be  obliged  to  vary  from  them,  in  relation,  I 
relieve,  to  the  conduct  of  the  eaii  of  Oxford,  of  which 
rmt  care  surely  should  be  taken.  And  he  told  me 
hat,  when  he  saw  yon  in  1737,  he  made  you 
observe  them;  and  that  yoa  promised  you  would 
ake  care. 

We  Tery  often  commemorated  you  during  (he 
!ve  months  we  lived  together  at  Twickenham; 
it  which  place  could  I  see  you  again,  as  1  may 
hope  to  see  him,  I  would  envy  no  country  in  the 
world ;  and  think,  not  Dublin  only,  but  France  and 
(taly,  not  worth  tlie  visiting  once  more  in  my  life, 
riie  mention  of  travelling  introduces  your  old 
icquaintance  Mr.  Jervas,  who  went  to  Rome  and 
Naples  purely  in  search  of  health.  An  asthma 
liiu  reduced  his  body,  but  his  spirit  retains  all  its 
ri^ur ;  and  he  is  returned,  declaring  life  itself  not 
HTorth  a  day*s  journey  at  the  expense  of  parting  from 
one's  friends. 

Mr.  Lewis  erery  day  remembers  you.  I  lie  at 
fiis  house  in  town.  Dr.  Arbuthnot's  daughter  does 
not  degenerate  firom  the  humour  and  goodness  of  her 
fAther.  I  love  her  i^ch.  She  is  like  Gay,  Tery 
i<ne,  rery  ingenious,  and  inflexibly  honest.  Mrs. 
Putty  Blount  is  one  of  the  most  considerate  and 
miuflful  women  in  the  world  towards  others, — the  least 
»o  in  regard  to  herself;  she  speaks  of  you  constantly, 
r  scarcely  know  two  more  women  worth  naming  to 

*  The  last  letter  be  e\er  wrote  to  the  d««B. 
vou  II 
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1  < always  make  your  eomplimeots  to  loed  'Oxford 
and  lord  Masha»  when  I  see  Ihem.  I  see  John 
Barber  seldom ;  but  always  find  him  nio«d«f  ;some 
letter  from  you.  '  I  did 'Bay  best  with  him  in  behalf 
of  one  of  foisr  fricnda;  and  epoke  to  MK  Lyltletsn  for 
the  othvy  who  was  more  prompt  to  cfllch  than  I  togive 
fire,  and  'flew  to  Ihei  prmce  that  instant,  who  was  as 
pleased  to  please  you. 

You  ask  me,  how  I  am  at  court.  X  keep  my  old 
walk,  and  deviate  from  it  to  no  court.  The  prince 
shows  me  a  distinction  beyond  any  merit  or  pretence 
on  my  port ;  and  I  have  received  a  present  from  him 
of  some  marble  heads  of  poets  for  my  library,  and 
some  urns  for  my  garden.  The  ministerial  writers  rail 
at  me ;  yet  I  hate  no  qoorfel  with  their  masters,  nor 
think  it  of  weight  enough  to  complain  of  them. 
I  am  very  well  "with  tiie  courtiers  I  ever  wAs  or  would 
be  acquainted  with :  at  least,  they  are  civil  fo  me, 
which  is  all  I  ask  from  courtiers,  and  all  a  wise  man 
will  expect  ftvm  them.  The  duchess  of  Marlborough 
makes  great  court  to  mC ;  Imt  I  am  too  old  for  her 
mind  and  body;  yet  I  cultivate  tome  young  people*e 
friendship,  beoinse  they  may  be  honest  iren ;  whereas 
the  old  ones  experience  too  often  proves  not  to  be  so,  I 
liaving  dnmpea  ten  where  I  have  token  up  one,  and  I 
hope  to  ploy  the  better  with  fewer  in  my  hand. 
There  is  a  lord  Combury,  a  lord  Polwartfa,  a  Mr. 
Murray,*  and  one  or  two  more,  with  whom  I  would 
never  fttur  to  hold  out  against  all  the  cortupCion  in  the 
world. 

You  compliment  me  in  Toin  upon  retaining  my 
poetical  spirit :  I  am  sinking  fast  in  prose;  and  if  I 
ever-wrlto  more,  ft  otight'(at  these  years  and  In  these 
times)  to  be  something,  the  matter  of  which  will 
ghe  a  value  to  the  work,  not  merely  the  manner. 

Since  my  protest  (for  so  I  call  my  dialogue »  of 
1738)  I  have  written  but  ten  lines,  which  I  will 
send  you.  They  are  an  insertion  for  the  next  new 
edition  of  the  *'  Dunctad,"  which  generally  is  re- 
printed once  in  two  years.  In  the  second  canto, 
among  the  authors  who  live  in  Fleet-ditch,  imme- 
diately after  Asnal,  verse  300,  add  these : — 

N«xt  plnnir'd  a  feeble  but  a  drsplnte  paek. 
With  eacU  a  sickiy  brother  at  his  bMk  ;• 
Sons  of  a  day  I  JuM  buoyant  on  tlie  flood. 
Then  numtm'd  with  th«  punpiat  in  the  mud. 
Aak  ye  their  mmms?  I  oouM  «s  soon  dincloae 
The  niinie*  of  the«^  blind  pup|iio«  aa  of  tlio»e. 
Piist  by,  like  Niofae.  her  cuildreu  Kone, 
8it«  mother  0«lionM.<t  gtuiiUed  to  stone  \ 
And  rueful  Paston*  telb  the  world  with  tears, 
Hieee  are— «h!  no  ;  jthese  were  my  Gnstitteer*. 

Having  nothing  to  tell  you  of  my  poetry,  I  come 
to  what  is  now  my  chief  care,  my  health  and  amuse- 
ment :  the  first  is  better  as  to  headaches  ;  worse  as 
to  weakness  and  nerves.  The  changes  of  weather 
aflbct  me  much ;  otherwise  I  want  not  spirits,  ex- 
cept when  iudigestions  prevail.  The  mornings  are 
my  life ;  in  the  evenings  I  am  not  dead  indeed* 
but  sleep  and  am  stupid  enough.  I  love  reading  still 
better  than  conversation :  but  my  eyes  tail,  and  at 
the  hours  when  most  people  indulge  in  company,  I 
am  tired  and  iind  the  labour  of  the  past  day  suffi« 
cient  to  weigh  me  down.  8o  I  hide  myself  in  bed, 
as  a  bird  in  his  nest,  much  about  the  same  time,  and 

•  The  ImI  lord  BlMchsnont  and  loed  MaosteUL 
k  BpiU^ue  to  the  Satire. 

•  "  They  print  tme  at  the  bade  of  the  other,  to  send  ialo  the 
country."— Pope.  MS.  note- 

d  (Wbomc  WM  the  naauaMd  name  of  the  pnblidwr  of  the 
**OBa«tteer.'* 

•  "  A  aolkitor  who  procured  and  paid  those  wtllerB.'«-lf  r. 
Pope's  MS.  note. 
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raise  and  chirp  the  earlier  in  the  morning.  I  often 
vary  the  scene  ^indeed  at  every  friend's  call)  from 
London  to  Twickenham ;  or  the  contrary,  to  receive 
them,  or  he  received  hy  them. 

Lord  Bathurst  is  still  my  constant  friend  and 
youra ;  hut  his  country-seat  is  now  always  in  Glou- 
cestershire, not  in  this  neighbourhood.  Mr.  Fulte- 
ney  has  no  country-seat ;  and  in  town  I  see  him 
seldom ;  but  he  always  asks  after  you.  In  the  sum- 
mer I  generally  ramble  for  a  month  to  lord  Cob- 
ham's,  the  Bath,  or  elsewhere.  In  all  these  rambles 
my  mind  is  full  of  you  and  poor  Gay,  with  whom 
I  travelled  so  delightfully  two  summers.  'Why  can- 
not I  cross  the  seal  The  unhappiest  malady  I  have 
to  complain  of,  the  unhappiest  accident  of  my  whole 
life  is  that  weakness  of  the  breast,  which  make  the 
physicians  of  opinion  that  a  strong  vomit  would  kill 
me.  I  have  never  taken  one,  nor  had  a  natural  mo- 
tion that  way  in  fifteen  yean.  I  went  some  years 
ago,  with  lord  Peterborough,  about  ten  leagues  at 
sea,  purely  to  try  if  I  could  sail  without  sea-sickness, 
and  with  no  other  view  than  to  make  yourself  and 
lord  Bolingbroke  a  visit  before  I  died. 

But  the  experiment,  though  almost  all  the  way 
near  the  coast,  had  almost  ended  all  my  views  at 
once.  Well,  then,  I  must  submit  to  live  at  the  dis- 
tance which  fortune  has  set  us  at :  but  my  memory, 
my  affections,  my  esteem,  are  inseparable  from  you, 
and  will,  my  dear  friend,  be  for  ever  yours. 

P.S.— May  19.  This  I  end  at  lord  Orrery's  in 
company  with  Dr.  King.  Wherever  I  can  find  two 
or  three  that  are  yours,  I  adhere  to  them  naturally, 
and  by  that  title  they  become  mine.  I  thank  you 
for  sending  Mr.  Swift  to  me :  he  can  tell  you  more 
of  me. 

A  SECOND  POSTSCRIPT. 

One  of  my  new  friends,  Mr.  Lyttleton,  was  to  the 
last  degree  glad  to  have  any  request  from  you  to 
make  to  his  master.  The  moment  1  showed  him 
yours  concerning  Mr.  M'Aulay,  he  went  to  him, 
and  it  was  granted.  He  is  extremely  obliged  for 
the  promotion  of  I^amb.  I  will  make  you  no  par- 
ticular speeches  from  him  ;  but  you  and  he  have  a 
mutual  right  to  each  other.  Sint  tales  aninue  con- 
cordea.  He  loves  you,  though  he  sees  you  not ;  as 
all  posterity  will  love  you,  who  will  not  see  you, 
but  reverence  and  admire  you. 


TO  MR.  LYTTLETON. 

Jane  5,  1739. 
Sir, — ^You  treat  me  very  hard  by  beginning  your 
letter  with  owning  an  obligation  to  me  on  account 
of  Mr.  Lamb  ;  which  deserves  mine  and  my  chapter's 
thanks  for  recommending  so  useful  a  person  to  my 
choir.  It  is  true  I  gave  Mr.  dean  Swift  a  letter  to 
my  dear  friend  Mr.  Pope,  that  he  mi^t  have  the 
happiness  to  see  and  know  so  great  a  genius  in 
poetry,  and  so  4igreeable  in  all  other  good  qualities  ; 
but  the  young  man  (several  years  older  than  you) 
was  much  surprised  to  see  his  junior  in  so  high  a 
station  as  secretary'  to  his  royal  highness  the  prince 
of  Wales,  and  to  find  himself  treated  by  you  in  so 
kind  a  manner.  In  one  article  you  are  greatly 
mistaken ;  for  however  ignorant  we  may  be  in  the 
affidrs  of  England,  your  character  is  as  well  known 
among  us  in  every  particular  as  it  is  in  the  prince 
your  master's  court,  and  indeed  all  over  this  poor 
kingdom. 

You  will  find  that  I  have  not  altogether  forgotten 
my  old  court  politics  ;  for,  in  a  letter  I  wrote  to  Mr. 
Pope,  I  desired  him  to  recommend  Mr.  M'Aulay  to 
your  favour  and  protection  as  a  most  worthy,  honest, 
and  deserving  gentlemah ;  and  I  perceive  you  have 
effectually  interceded  with  the  prince,  to  prevail 


with  the  university  to  choose  him  for  a  member  to 
represent  that  learned  body  in  pailiameot  in  the 
room  of  Br.  Coghill,  deceased. 

I  have  been  just  now  informed,  that  tome  of  tb£ 
fellows  have  sent  over  an  apology,  or  rather  a  re- 
monstrance, to  the  prince  of  Wales,  pretending  UH7 
were  under  a  prior  engagement  to  one  Mr.  Tudal ; 
and  therefore  have  desired  his  royal  hi^nea  to 
withdraw  his  recommendation.  A  modest  reqoet, 
indeed,  to  demand  from  their  chancellor  what  they 
think  is  dishonourable  in  themselvea,  to  give  op  «b. 
engagement!  Their  whole  proeeeding  on  this  occa- 
sion against  their  chancellort  heir  of  the'crowa.ii 
universally  condemned  here ;  and  seems  to  be  ibe 
last  effort  of  such  men,  who,  without  duly  coasidff. 
ing,  make  rash  promises  not  consistent  with  the  pra. 
dence  expected  from  them. 

I  can  hardly  venture  the  boldness  to  desire  tbt 
his  royal  highness  may  know  &om  you  the  profofoid 
respect,  honour,  esteem,  and  venenttion  I  bear  u>- 
ward  his  princely  virtues.  All  my  fiiends  o&  jov 
side  the  water  represent  him  to  me  in  the  mai 
amiable  light ;  and  the  people  infallibly  reckoo  u^' 
a  golden  age  in  both  kmgdoms,  when  it  shall  plfis 
God  to  midie  him  the  restorer  of  the  liberties  of  ha 
people. 

I  ought  to  accuse  you  highly  for  your  iU-treaUusu 
of  me,  by  wishing  yourself  in  the  number  of  ir.v 
friends :  but  you  shall  be  pardoned  if  you  ple»e  u 
be  one  of  my  protectors ;  and  your  protection  oi- 
not  be  long.  You  shall  therefore  make  it  np,!^ 
thinking  favourably  of  me.  Years  have  made  c^ 
lose  my  memory  in  everything  but  friend^p  U'^ 
gratitude :  and  you,  whom  I  have  never  seen,  ^i1 
never  be  forgotten  by  me  until  i  am  dead.  I  aa* 
honourable  sir,  with  the  highest  respect,  your  ocii 
obedient  and  obliged  humble  senrant. 

FROM  MRS.  WlilTEWAY  TO  MR.  RIGBARD80V. 

Sib, — A  fortnight  ago  I  went  out  of  towo  with  ibe 
new  married  couple,  my  son  and  daughter;  and  tk 
day  before  I  had  the  honour  to  receive  your  kcter. 
With  great  truth  I  do  assure  you,  I  am  much  m<at 
concerned  at  the  trouble  and  disappointment  yxfn 
met  with  in  Mr.  Dunkin'saffiur  than  for  him*  Imnn^ 
but  a  short  acquaintance  and  knowledge^  othcrw» 
than  knowing  him  to  be  a  man  of  sense,  virtue,  asd 
religion,  who  would  be  an  ornament  to  the  ckoreb, 
and  a  credit  to  those  who  appeared  for  him.  TheK 
were  my  reasons  to  wish  him  well. 

One  part  of  your  letter,  sir,  I  can  only  take  notice 
of  with  amazement ;  and  do  entreat  you  will  i3H 
dulge  me  so  far  as  to  believe  this  will  be  all  thf 
answer  I  can,  or  ever  will,  make  to  it :  and  jti  1 
am  not  insensible  you  have  been  pleased  in  MMBf 
measure  to  honour  me  with  your  oateeui.    1  ^ 
not  therefore  fear  the  loss  of  your  friendfihip,  beau« 
it  shall  be  my  study  to  merit  your  good  ^usieo : 
and,  unprovoked,  1  know  you  to  have  too  much  gw^ 
nature  to  withdraw  it.    I  never  saw  a  noore  beaoti- 
ful  silk  than  was  bought  for  my  daughter.    If  yw 
did  not  choose  it,  at  least  you  showed  your  judg- 
ment in  the  person  that  was  employed.    She  desof^ 
me  to  say  this,  that  you  have  forc^  her  to  do  wiot 
she  never  did  in  her  life,  wear  anything  that  ic«  vn 
paid  for ;  and  if  hereafter  she  should  run  her  bis- 
hand  in  debt,  she  will  lay  all  her  &nlt  at  your  dcMsr. 
Mr.  Swift  presents  you  his  most  obedient  rniprc^ 
and  will  oblige  you  to  know  him  by  his  assidoity  in 
courting  the  honour  of  your  scquauitaneB.    1  ba^ 
asked  you  so  many  favours,  that  no  one  hot  mjtfV 
would  presume  perpetually  to  dun  you  thus  j  an*, 
yet  I  will  never  leave  off  until  yon  grant  Una  P>f 


EPISTOLARY  CORBESPONDENCE. 


819 


equcBt,  to  command  Miss  Rtchardaon  to  town  im- 
mediately. I  now  attack  you  on  the  foot  of  charity ; 
Q  ailment  you  can  nerer  resiit.  Consider  my 
aughter  baa  quitted  me ;  that  I  am  all  alone ;  and 
er  agreeable  company  will  make  Molly  and  her  hui- 
uid  spend  all  their  time  with  me.  In  shorti  sir,  if 
9u  hesitate  one  moment  longer,  I  will  lay  you 
pen  to  the  world,  and  let  them  see  how  much  tney 
ere  mistaken  In  Mr.  Richardson,  who  once  in  his 
fc  broke  bis  word.  I  baTe  now  before  me,  under 
}ur  hand,  that  all  my  commands  should  be  obeyed, 
insist  on  your  promise ;  and  Miss  Richardson  is 
ly  demand,  and  that  immediately.  Tou  see  how 
ireful  and  sparing  you  gentlemen  ought  to  be  in 
)mplimcnts  to  women,  who  always  keep  you  to 
>ur  promise  while  it  makes  to  their  interest ;  and 
I  well  know  how  to  eTade  their  own  when  it  is 
>ntrary  to  their  inclination.  I  had  the  farour  of  a 
tter  from  alderman  Barber  in  answer  to  one  I  wrote 
im.  He  does  not  perhaps  know  the  inconTcniency 
L'  has  brought  on  himself,  which  is  another  from  me ; 
id  yet  you  may  tell  him  when  I  have  once  more 
lid  my  respects  to  him,  I  am  not  so  unreasonable 
I  to  impose  or  expect  any  further  notice  of  Irish 
npcrtinence. 

I  left  this  paragraph  to  finish  at  the  deanery,  that 
am  his  own  mouth  I  might  assure  you  of  his  Ioto 
id  esteem.     He  sends  his  most  affectionate  service 

his  dear  old  friend  alderman  Barber.  Mr.  Dun- 
n  likewise  presents  you  his  most  obedient  respects, 
id  hopes  you  received  his  letter  that  he  sent  some 
lys  ago.  There  is  no  person  a  more  obedient, 
imbler  servant  to  you  than  my  daughter,  except- 
g,  dear  sir,  your  most  obedient  and  most  obliged, 
ithful,  humble  servant,  Martiia  Whitsway. 

lie  chief  eireumstance  that  you  would  choose  to 
know  I  had  like  to  have  forgot ;  which  is,  that 
the  dean  l»  in  good  health,  and  ever  will  remem- 
ber the  pains  you  and  the  alderman  have  been  at, 
on  his  aecoonty  for  Mr,  Dnnkin. 


FROM  DR.  800TT. 

t  Uodoii,  Seplember  7,  1739. 
BV.  Sir,— Although  I  do  not  imagine  that  you 
ve  any  remembrance  of  a  penon  so  little  known 
you  as  I  am,  yet  I  have  taken  the  liberty  to  draw  a 
u<l  of  bill  of  friendship  upon  you,  which  I  am  in- 
ned  to  believe  you  will  answer,  because  it  is  in 
rour  of  that  kingdom  to  which  you  have  always 
»(>d  a  sincere  and  firm  fiiend.  We  have  had  here, 
r  some  time  past»  a  number  of  anatomical  figures 
epared  in  wax,  which  perfectly  exhibit  ail  the 
rts  of  a  human  body.  They  are  the  work  of  a 
ciich  surgeon,*  who  spent  above  forty  years  in 
impaling  them,  and  who,  to  bring  them  to  per- 
■tion,  was  at  the  trouble  and  expense  of  dissecting 
lie  hundreds  of  bodies.  The  present  proprietor  of 
^m  is  my  friend,  and  it  was  by  my  persuasion  that 
was  prevailed  on  to  send  them  into  Ireland  for  the 
t ruction  of  the  curious.  1  presume  you  have  seen 
^m  in  London,  and  therefore  I  am  inclined  to 
nk  you  will  be  oS  opinion,  that  a  person  may  gain 
•rfi  perfect  knowledge  in  anatomy,  by  viewing 
^Hc  preparations  only  a  few  times,  than  he  would 
attending  many  dissections.  Your  encouraging 
;h  of  yonr  acquaintance  as  are  curious  to  see 
se  figures  would  greatly  excite  the  curiosity 
others.  This  is  the  favour  I  have  taken  the 
•rty  to  desire  of  you,  and  which  I  believe  you 
,1  be  the  more  readily  inclined  to  grant,  when  I 

Mr.  Riiekiftrsw,  tUtoary;  thn  inatanlc^  affum  wvre 
rh:iM*«l  tiom  lilm  by  Uia  bUi'  cwl  of  bhelbans<  wlio  prs* 
k.'il  them  to  the  unlvcnity  of  Dublin. 


have  assured  vou,  that  the  penon  who  has  the  care 
of  the  figures,  has  it  in  his  instructions  to  return  the 
money  that  may  be  got  by  exposing  them  to  view, 
in  Irish  linen,  so  that  the  kingdom  will  be  no  way 
impoverished  by  the  small  expense  which  gentle- 
men may  be  at  in  procuring  useful  instruction,  or 
gratifying  their  curiosity.  If  the  request  I  have 
made  be  such  as  you  cannot  £ivour,  my  next  is,  that 
you  vrill  grant  me  your  pardon  for  having  made  it. 

I  intend,  God  willing,  to  go  into  Ireland  next 
spring,  after  the  publication  of  a  work  which  I  have 
been  engaged  in  for  some  years  past,  for  the  silenc- 
ing of  aU  infidels,  heretics,  schismatics  of  all  kinds, 
and  enthusiasts.  I  thought  it  necessary,  because  in 
the  way  that  the  controversy  has  been  hitherto 
managed  against  such  people,  the  truth  has  been 
rather  puisled  and  perplexed  than  cleared,  Chris- 
tianity has  been  betrayed,  and  all  true  religion  lost 
in  the  world.  I  have  advanced  no  one  new  opinion 
of  my  own  :  what  I  have  set  forth  is  what  was  clearly 
set  forth  in'  the  Scriptures  from  the  beginning.  I 
mean  in  the  original  Scriptures  of  the  Old  Testa- 
ment, so  interpreted  as  to  make  them  everywhere 
consistent  with  themselves;  and  to  show  that  tlie 
interpretations  I  have  given  are  not  only  the  true 
interpretations,  but  that  the  Scriptures  so  inter- 
preted are  the  revealed  word  of  God.  I  have  demon- 
strated the  truth  of  them  by  natural  evidence,  or  by 
the  works  of  God,  and  that  the  works  bear  evidence 
to  nothing  but  the  truth ;  that  these  revealed  truths 
so  demonstrated  are  unquestionable  and  undeniable ; 
and  that  they  are  the  only  powerful  motives  by 
which  men  are  not  only  moved  but  enlightened,  and 
enabled  to  mortify  all  their  lusts,  which  blind  and 
deceive  them  here,  and  will  be  their  everlasting  tor- 
mentors hereafter,  but  to  work  the  works  of  charity, 
and  of  that  perfect  righteousness  which  is  of  &ith : 
so  that  the  whole  of  all  true  religion,  which  has 
been  one  and  the  same  in  all  ages,  vriU  appear  to 
consist  in  the  mortifications  of  our  bodily  and  spi- 
ritual lusts,  which  withhold  men  from  the  works  of 
righteousness;  and  in  the  belief  of  those  demon- 
strative truths,  by  which  alone  we  are  enlightened, 
enabled,  and  moved  to  subdue  them ;  and  in  ob- 
serving those  natural  memorials  which  God  has  set 
before  us,  and  in  partaking  of  those  reverential  ordi- 
nances which  he  has  Instituted  to  put  us  in  mind 
of  what  we  ought  to  do,  in  order  to  eternal  life  and 
the  motives  for  so  doing.  I  ask  pardon  for  this 
digression :  and  if  you  have  any  commands  that  I 
am  capable  of  executing  here,  if  you  will  let  me  have 
the  honour  of  receiving  them,  I  shall  take  great 
pleasure  in  obeying  you ;  for  I  am,  with  the  greatest 
respect  and  truth,  sir,  your  most  obedient  and  most 
humble  servant,  Joun  Scott. 


TO  THE  EARL  OF.ARRAN. 


1739. 


My  Load, — I  am  earnestly  desired  by  some  worthy 
friends  of  mine  to  write  to  your  lordship  in  favour  of 
the  bearer,  Mr.  Moore,  minister  of  Clonmel,  who  will 
have  the  honour  to  present  this  letter  to  your  lordship. 
Those  rectorial  tithes  of  Clonmel  were  gmntcd  to  the 
church  by  letters-patent  from  king  Cluulcs  II.,  with  the 
perfect  knowledge  and  fiill  approbation  of  your  great 
ancestor,  the  first  duke  of  Ormond,  then  lord-lieu  tenant 
of  Ireland.  Notwithstanding  which,  some  of  the  for* 
nier  agcnti  to  your  lordships  fhmily  have  greatlv 
distresMd  the  incumbent  miinsters  of  Clonmel,  wbicn 
is  generally  believed  to  be  without  the  knowlctlge  of 
his  present  grace  the  duke  your  brother,  whom  God 
long  preserve.  But  your  lordship's  present  agent  being 
extremely  vigilant  of  all  your  ionisliin's  interests,  luts 
btely  renewed  tlie  claim  of  the  Ormouu  '- 
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tlthei),  aiid  was,  at  tbe  last  assizes,  after  a  long  heariug 
of  six  hours,  uoiisulted.  The  living  of  Clonmel  is  one 
of  the  largest,  and  yet  Ihe  poorest,  parishes  in  this  king- 
dom ;  being,  ujKm  the  whole,  (including  the  valuation 
i)f  the  houses,)  scarce  worth  100/.  a-year ;  out  of  which 
a  cumte-assistant  being  absolutely  necessary  on  account 
of  its  extent,  a  salary  of  40/.  must  lie  paid. 

My  lord,  your  lonlship's  family  has  been  always  dis- 
tinguislied  for  their  favour  and  protection  to  the  esta- 
blished church  under  her  greatest  persecutions;  nor 
liave  yon  in  the  universal  opinion  ever  degenerated  from 
tliem.  Those  tithes  in  and  about  Clonmel  are  very  in- 
considerable, having  never  been  let  for  above  24/.  a-year, 
made  up  of  very  small  pittances  collected  from  a  great 
number  of  the  poorest  people ;  so  that  the  recovery  of 
them  by  an  ex^tensive  lawsuit,  if  it  could  be  effected, 
would  not  be  worth  attempting. 

Mr.  Moore  is  recommended  to  me  by  several  persons 
of  great  worth,  (as  I  have  already  observed,)  and  I  hope 
I  have  not  hitherto  forfeited  the  credit  I  had  with  you. 

My  humble  request,  therefore,  to  your  lordship  is, 
that  &e  minister  of  Clonmel  may,  without  disturbance, 
enjoy  that  small  addition  to  his  support  which  the  king 
and  your  grandfather  intended  for  him. 

f  have  always  understood  and  believed  tliat  the  duke 
your  brother's  retiring  has  not  lessened  your  fortune, 
but  increased  it;  and  as  to  his  grace,  unless  all  our 
intelligence  be  false,  he  is  as  easy  as  he  desires  to  be. 
1  heard  of  several  persons  who  have  ventured  to  wait 
on  him  abroad,  and  it  is  agreed  that  his  grace  is  per- 
fectly easv  in  hb  mind  and  fortune. 

Upon  the  whole,  I  do  earnestly  desire  your  lordship 
to  resign  tliose  poor  scraps  of  tithes  in  and  about  Clon- 
mel to  Mr.  Moore  and  his  successors,  in  a  legal  form, 
for  ever.  Your  loss  will  be  at  most  but  2lZ  a-year, 
and  that  with  a  thousand  difiiculties  infinitely  below 
your  getierosity  and  quality.    I  am  &c. 

Jonathan  Swift. 


TO  MR.  FAULKNER. 

December  4, 1739. 
Sir, — I  cannot  find  a  manuscript  I  wrote,  called  "  I)i- 
rectiniis  for  Servants,"  which  1  thought  was  very  useful 
OS  well  as  humorous.  I  believe  you  have  both  seen 
and  read  it.  I  wish  you  could  give  me  some  intelligence 
of  it,  liecause  my  memory  is  quite  gone ;  therefore  let 
me  know  all  you  can  conjecture  about  it  I  am,  air, 
your  very  humble  servant,  Jonathan  Swift. 


FROM  THE  REV.  MR.  THROP. 

December  10,  1739. 
Reverisnd  Sir, — The  many  professions  of  kindness 
you  have  made,  and  friendships  you  have  shown,  to 
my  mother  and  her  family,  ])articularly  in  declaring 
your  abhorrence  and  detestation  of  the  cruel  and  in* 
human  behaviour  of  that  monster to  my  unfor- 
tunate and  innocent  brother,  induced  my  mother  to 
trouble  you  with  a  few  of  the  narratives  of  that  case, 
to  disperse  among  such  members  of  the  house  of  com- 
mons as  were  of  your  acquaintaiK^.  Tlie  reason  of 
our  troubling  you  to  do  this  is,  liecause  we  intend 
presenting  a  petition  to  tlic  members  of  tlie  house  of 
commons,  this  session,   to  oblige to  waive  his 

Erivilege,  every  other  attempt  we  have  tried  since  my 
rother's  death  proving  fruitless. 
Your  appearmg,  sir,  in  this  afTair,  will  not  oidy  make 
parliament  the  more  ready  to  do  justice,  but  prevent 
otliers  from  supporting  him  in  his  villauies,  which  will 
be  of  infinite  service  to  my  mother  and  her  family. 

The  hearer  carries  you  a  dozen  of  cases ;  and  if  you 
should  have  occasion  for  any  more,  tliey  shall  be  sent 
you  by,  reverend  sir,  your  most  obliged  and  obedient 
humble  servant,  Robert  Turop. 


I  have  written  tlie  names  of  serenl  persons  mcntijoail 
in  the  narrative  at  length  upon  tbe  bock  uf  the 
title-page.  


TO  MRS.  WHITEWAY. 


SI,  in». 

Madam — It  is  impossible  to  hare  health  in»c^  de»pr> 
rate  weather :  but  you  are  worse  used  than  otb^s.  Eroy 
creature  of  either  sex  are  uneasy  ;  for  our  kiugdoa  ii 
turned  to  be  a  Muscovy,  or  worse.  Even  I  cannct  do 
any  good  by  walking :  is  not  warmth  good  s^aoM 
rheumatic  pains!  I  hope  dean  Swift  will  be  aUr  to 
assist  you  both.  I  wisli  for  a  hanpy  turn  in  the  «a> 
ther.  I  am  doubly  desolate,  and  wish  I  could  ikif 
until  tlie  sun  would  comfort  us.  Would  neither  t9bc 
son  nor  daughter  save  you  the  pains  of  writing  on  yas 
back  ?  You  are  much  more  friendly  to  me  thaa  i 
thousand  of  them.     Adieu.    I  am  erer  yours, 

Jonathan  Swift. 


TO  MRS.  WHITEWAY. 

Dear  Madam, — I  am  truly  and  heartily  glad  that  jm 
are  a  little  mended,  and  can  lie  on  your  belly  or  sAi, 
not  altogether  on  your  back.  You  are  mudi  in  *^ 
right  not  to  stir,  and  so  was  Croker  *  not  to  mtfa  y^*- 
I  am  not  yet  worse  for  tlie  cold  weatlier,  but  am  ai^ 
at  it.  I  am  heartily  sorry  for  yourself  and  dattgdrs. 
but  Mr.  Swift  dares  not  bie  sick,  for  his  chief  haaioen 
is  to  look  afler  you  and  your  daughter.  I  walk  otlf 
in  my  bedchamber  and  closet,  which  has  also  a  (»- 
1  am  ever  yours,  Jonatilin  Stf^iir 

New-Y(tar'sHUy,  1740. 
1  wish  you  may  have  many,  and  all  healthy  aus 


CERTIFICATE  TO  A  DISCARDSD  SE&VAKT> 

D«uwry4MNiso»  iaaoary  f .  1T49. 
Whereas  the  bearer  served  me  the  space  of  one  yar. 
during  which  time  he  was  an  idler  and  a  druukinl  1 
then  discharged  liim  as  such ;  but  how  far  his  haiiif 

■  An  eminent  apothiicsry  of  gijeat  huaianily  and  akSL 
b  The  history  of  this  lingiilar  eeitifioale  te  thus  welated  a  iW 
third  volume  of  Mrs  IMlklagton's  Memoira.  **  DtMoSaifi^ 
charged  a  acrvaot  only  for  rcgeetins  the  petit  ioa  of  a  pt«r  «<& 
woman ;  the  was  ver)-  ancient,  and  on  a  oold  nonuoic  ■•  ~ 
the  deanery  steps  a  onaridcraUe  time,  duriiig  vbMi  tfcc  4i*t 
snir  her  through  a  window*  and  no  iloabt  eanuBMna&ni  ^ 
desolate  condition.  His  footman  happened  to  eome  to  (far  ^te' 
and  the  poor  creature  beMufht  him,  ia  a  phiMUs  tooe.  u  9^- 
tliat  pAper  to  liia  reverence.  Tbe  servant  r»ad  H,  and  fe<U  Kt 
with  innnite  aeora,  *  hb  master  had  aooMtldBf  tl^howttiiaa 
her  petition.'—*  What  is  that  vou  say.  fellow  ? '  cajd  Uk  (ka. 
looking  out  of  the  window.  *6ome  up  lien.*    T^  bma  tnr- 


blingly  obeyed  him.  He  also  desired  the  poor  ««■»■  to  f^^r 
before  him ;  made  her  sit  down,  and  ordered  hrr  snnebitai  ss' 
wine.    After  wliich  he  turned  to  the  nuui  aad  aaid. '  At  «a» 
time,  sir,  did  I  onier  you  to  open  a  paper  dureefed  to  me.  cr  n 
refuse  a  letter  ftom  any  one  ?    Hara  ve.  aimli,  yew  hsvr  he/* 
admonished  by  me  for  dnmkenmras.  Idling,  and  other  te^-'- 
but  since  I  have  discovered  your  inlmman  disipoaitioa.  I  wu 
dismiss  you  ttam  my  serviee;  to  pull  oC  my  dotba    b&* 
your  wages,  and  let  me  hesff  BO  more  of  yoa!*    TbefeUd*^ 
so ;  and,  having  vainly  solicited  a  discharge,  was  eomftOpi  ' 
go  to  sea.  where  he  coutinued  five  ymrs ;  at  the  end  of  «Vd 
time,  flndin^r  that  life  far  dilTereDt  from  liie  esusr  and  lann  'd 
his  former  ooeupatioQ,  he  returned,  and  hanahly  tamioMaf  •* 
n  petition  to  the  dean  his  former  manifold  criiSMi.  W0»und  isM 
of  his  sincere  reformation,  which  the  dangers  hehad  un^^^r 
at  sea  hxul  happily  wrought ;  and  be|eged  tbe  doaa  wtnU  s  *> 
him  some  sort  of  diaehanie,  snce  the  honour  ot  baviaj;  b«>« 
with  him  would  oertainly  procure  him  a  place.    Aoa«di£fif 
the  dean  called  for  pen.  mk.  and  paper;  and  |>aT»  hns  a  i» 
mission,  witli  which,  and  no  oth«v  fortune,  be  set  oak  fcr  I^^m. 
Amone  others  he  applied  to  me  wbo  bad  known  lum  at  k«  k* 
masters,  and  prodnoad  hiseeitlllsaSa ;  whieb.  teriai«ngi^art? 
I  transcribed.    I  advised  him  to  f o  to  Mr.  Pupe.  wbe  ea  v«  «» 
the  dean's  hand-writinf .  whkfa  he  well  knew,  told  the  naa.   *< 
he  could  produce  anv  credible  penoii  wbeeonld  allsst  that  b< 
was  the  servant  the  dean  meant,  he  voold  hite  bisa.*    tte  ^* 
occasion  be  applied  to  me ;  and  I  ga%e  him  a  l«ttrr  to  }it.  fK^, 
assuring  him  that  I  knew  tlie  man  to  liave  been  ftiobaai:  f  tw 
deun.    Upon  tiiis.  Mr.  POpe  took  him  into  kiaaervtce^iavkr. 
he  continued  tUl  the  death  of  his ^  *' 
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teeti  fir«  yean  at  ma  raay  have  mended  his  inannert,  I 
«Mve  to  the  ucnetnttiou  of  tbote  wlio  inuy  hereafter 
:lioose  to  employ  him.  Jonatuan  Swift. 

TO  MRS.  WHITEWAY. 

J«niiftry  18,  1740. 
[)EJkR  Madam, — I  have  been  many  days  heartily  cou- 
:cmed  for  your  ill  liealth ;  it  is  now  twenty- five  days 
liuce  we  have  found  nothing  but  frost  and  misery,  and 
hey  may  continue  for  as  many  more.  This  day  is  yet 
he  coldest  of  them  all.  Dr.  Yf  ilson  and  I  are  both  very 
ineaty  to  find  no  better  message  from  you.  1  received, 
lA  I  was  going  to  dinner,  the  enclosed  letter  fit>m  your 

x*loved  of ,  which  I  shall  make  you  happy  with. 

t  will  show  you  tlie  goodness,  the  wisdom,  the  gra- 
itude,  tlie  truth,  tiic  civility,  of  that  excellent  divine, 
idomed  with  an  orthography  (spelling)  fit  for  himself. 
*ray  read  it  a  hundred  times,  but  return  it  after  you 
lave  read  it  a  hundred  times.  My  love  and  service 
o  your  son  and  daughter ;  let  them  both  read  the  en- 
rlo«ed. 

I  would  not  lose  your  lover's  letter  for  100/.  It 
nust  be  sent  back  by  the  bearer.  Let  me  know  the 
•xiict  number  of  lies  that  are  in  it;  but  I  fear  that  that 
rill  take  up  your  time  too  much.    I  am  ever  yours, 

Jonathan  Swikt. 


FROM  LORD  CASTLEDURROW. 

Dublin.  Febroary  9, 1740. 
>1B, — Since  I  am  forbidden  your  presence,  I  think  I 
Jiuuld  be  more  explicit  in  my  reason  of  thaiilu  to  you 
ur  Dr.  Delany*s  ooliging  present  than  I  can  be  in  a 
rerbal,  crude,  ill-delivered  message  by  a  servant.  As 
[  am  not  acquainted  with  the  doctor,  fat  first  imagined 
lis  Itoundless  generosity  distributed  his  book  among 
li^  lords,  and  that  it  was  sent  me  as  a  member,  though 
ui  unworthy  one,  of  that  august  body.  I  soon  found 
nyself  mistaken ;  and  as  all  presents  are  enhanced 
n  value  proportionable  to  their  manner  of  distribu- 
ion,  I  thought  it  incumbent  on  me  to  thank  him  by 
rtter  for  having  so  obligingly  distinguislied  me.  He 
uis  honoured  roe  with  an  answer  to  it,  which  highly 
>l.ites  me ;  for  weak  minds  are  easily  made  vain ;  but 
vhose  would  not  be  so  on  the  compliment  he  makca 
DC  on  having  read  some  of  my  letters  to  you  f  They 
were  written  Taa  most  of  mine  are)  in  the  wantonness 
if  fancy,  without  aiming  at  pomp  of  expression,  or 
lre»  of  wordi,  lucky  methodi  of  gildhig  nonaense; 
ret  that  he  should  approve  1  will  not  wonder  when  I 
•otisider  the  benignity  of  your  friendship.  Oh !  it  it 
lot  somptlmes  too  strong  bias  even  for  your  judgment 
liat  prompted  you  to  think  them  worth  his  perusal  f 
^Vhat  nra  I  now  to  dof  I  ought  not  to  be  silent;  yet 
nust  I  risk  depreciating  a  favourable  opinion  he  haa 
Muiceived  of  me,  by  making  myself  furtho-  known  to 
lim  Y  ^^y»  "1  prudcncei  no ;  in  civility,  yes. 
[•nder  this  dilemma  give  me  your  advice,  as  you  are 
he  origin  of  this  favour.  Or  will  you  yield  to  what  I 
(uggcst  may  not  be  improfier  ?  Take  me  under  your 
[wutection  (aa  aoon  as  tJie  weather  will  permit)  in  a 
irarm  hackney-coach,  which  I  sluiU  take  care  to  iiro- 
ride.  I^  ui  jumble  together  to  his  little  paradise, 
vhich  I  long  much  to  see,  as  well  as  to  ]jay  my  debt 
Jue  to  bis  benevolence. 

I  am  already  alarmcil  with  your  excuse  of  deafness 
ind  flittiness.  Yielding  to  sucli  a  complaint  always 
itrengthent  it ;  exerting  against  it  generally  lessens  it. 
Do  not  immerge  in  the  sole  enioyment  of  yourself.  Is 
not  a  friend  the  medicine  of  lile  f  1  am  sure  it  is  tlie 
comfort  of  it  And  I  hope  you  still  admit  s«ch  com> 
paniuus  as  are  capable  of  administering  it.  In  that 
uuniber  I  know  I  am  unwortliy  of  rank :  however,  my 
txst  wishes  shall  attend  you. 

I  have  cucloeed  aome  vcnci.    The  Latin  I  believe 


will  please  you ;  one  of  the  translutions  may  have  the 
same  fortune,  the  other  cannot.  Tlie  verses  written  in 
the  lady's  book  is,  **  A  Lamentable  Hymn  to  Death,** 
from  a  lover,  inscribed  to  his  mistress.  I  have  made 
the  author  of  it  vain  (who  I  am  sure  had  never  read 
Pope's  "  Heloise  to  Abelord  ")  in  telling  him  his  six  last 
lines  seem  a  parody  on  six  of  Pope's.  They  are  on  the 
other  side,  that  you  may  not  be  at  a  loss. 

Thm.  too.  mheii  fate  shiiU  thy  fidr  frmme  destroy. 
That  eause  of  «U  my  guilt,  am  all  my  Jiy, 
In  trmnce  ecstatic  may  the  yaikg*  be  drowii'd, 
Rriifht  eloods  deaeend,  and  waigtU  watch  tlica  roond  : 
From  openiiif  sUea  may  streaming  glorica  thine. 
And  aaiala  emhnee  thee  with  a  love  like  mine. 

I  think  the  whole  letter  the  most  passionate  I  ever 
read,  except  Heloise's  own,  on  the  subject  of  love.  I 
am  equally  struck  with  Cadeuus  to  Vanessa.  I  have 
often  soothed  my  love  with  both  when  I  have  been  in 
a  fit 

I  will  conclude  with  the  above  wish,  and  asmring 
you  I  am,  with  great  sincerity,  as  well  as  esteem,  sir, 
your  most  faithful,  affectionate^  humble  servant, 

CAflTLUiuaaow. 

My  boy  sends  you  his  rvpaota,  and  would  fain  pay 
them  in  person  to  you. 

TO  MRS.  WIUTEWAY. 

Fefamsry  S,  1740. 

Thb  bad  account  I  had  of  your  health  for  many  clays, 

or  rather  weeks,  has  made  me  continually  uneasy  to 

the  last  degree ;  and  Mr.  Swift,  who  was  with  me  so 

long  yesterday,  could  not  in  conscience  give  me  any 

comfort :  but  your  kind  letter  has  raised  my  spirits  in 

some  measure.     1  hope  we  have  almost  done  with  thia 

ciused  weather,  yet  still  my  garden  is  all  in  white.     I 

rcail  your  letter  to   Dr.  Wilson,  who  is  somewhat 

better,  and  he  resolves  to  apply  your  medicine,  I  mean 

your  improvements  of  what  you  prescribe  to  add  to 

his  surgeon's    method.      I   am    ever,   dear  matlam, 

entirely  youn,  Jonathan  Swift. 

FROM  MRS.  WHITEWAY  TO  MR.  RICHARDSON. 

Mareh  »,  1740. 
Dbar  Sir,— Once  I  thought  I  could  never  receive  a 
letter  from  or  answer  one  to  you,  without  pleasure; 
and  yet  both  has  happened  to  me  very  lately.  Th'is  is 
the  third  day  t  sat  down  to  write  to  you,  sod  as  oflen 
tore  up  my  paper.  I  endeavoured  to  say  something  to 
^leviate  your  grief; — that  would  not  do:  then  I 
resolved  to  be  silent  on  the  occasion  ;  but,  alas !  that 
was  impossible  for  a  friend.  1  will  therefore,  for  a 
moment,  rather  renew  your  grief  by  joining  with  you 
in  it  Your  trials  liave  bocn  most  severe :  the  loss  of 
two  such  valuable  persons  as  Miss  Richardson  and  sir 
Joseph  Eyles  are  irreparable ;  for,  in  a  middle  state  of 
life,  we  have  not  time  enough  before  us  to  make  us 
new  friendships,  were  it  'possible  to  meet  their  equals. 
This  is  an  unusual  way  of  comforting  a  friend  in 
trouble :  ought  I  not  retluT  to  persuade  you  to  foigeC 
them,  and  coll  in  Christianity  to  your  aid  ?  But  I 
believe  those  expounders  of  it  are  mistaken  in  their 
notions  who  would  have  us  imagine  this  to  be 
religion ;  for  I  am  sure  a  just  God  will  expect  no 
more  from  us  tlrnn  to  submit  without  repinuig.  I  am 
too  much  a  fellow-sufleitr  in  misfortunes  of  this  nature 
not  to  feel  for  you.  In  a  short  time  I  lost  a  beIove<l 
hu^liand  and  friend,  an  ingenious,  a  worthy  son,  and, 
what  the  world  value  as  their  chief  happiness,  some 
trifling  conveniences.  All  these  I  have  outlived,  and 
am  an  instance  that  time  will  erase  the  blackest  meloji- 
choly.  I  most  sincerely  wish,  dear  sir,  this  may  be 
your  case,  and  tiiat  it  may  be  the  last  struggle  of  mind 
or  tedious  illness  vou  will  ever  have  to  battle  against. 
You  have  conjuied  me  by  such  a  tie  as  the  last 
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request  of  dear  Min  Richardfon,  tbat  as  well  as  I  am 
able  I  wUl  tell  you  what  I  guess  the  dean  may  like. 
I  know  Vi*  candlesticks  are  the  most  indifferent  of  any 
of  his  plate,  and  therefore  mention  a  pair  of  those :  his 
snuffers  are  g^ood. 

Surely  I  was  not  such  a  beast  as  to  forget  mention- 
ing the  receipt  of  the  papers  you  were  so  careful  and 
obliging  to  send  me :  tney  came  very  safe.  I  entreat 
you  to  accept  of  my  most  bumble  thanks  for  this  and 
all  your  other  most  extraordinary  favours. 

The  dean  of  St.  Patrick's  presents  you  his  most 
affectionate  love  and  service ;  and  commanded  me  to 
tell  you  he  would  have  writ  to  you  upon  this  late 
occasion,  if  he  had  not  been  too  deeply  affected  with 
your  gjief. 

Surely  the  two  long  months  you  have  so  often  fixed 
for  your  return  will  be  at  an  end ;  and  then  I  shall 
have  the  opportunity  of  telling  you  from  my  mouth 
what  I  now  give  under  my  han<^  that  1  am,  with  the 
highest  respect  and  esteem,  dear  sir,  your  most  obliged 
and  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

IfABTHA  WhITSWAY. 

My  most  obedient  respects  to  alderman  Barber. 
Mr.  Swift  and  his  wif«  beg  you  will  accept  of  theiss. 


MR.  NUGENT*  TO  MRS.  WHITEWAY. 

Bath.  April  2. 1740. 
Madam, — ^I  had  not  until  very  lately  an  opportunity  of 
letting  Mr.  Pope  know  his  obligations  to  you;  of 
which  he  is  very  sensible,  and  has  desired  me  to  beg 
that  you  will  remit  to  me,  by  a  safe  hand,  whatever 
letters  of  his  are  now  in  your  possession.  I  shall  be  in 
toMrn  next  week ;  so  that  you  may  be  pleased  to  direct 
to  me,  by  the  first  convenient  opportunity,  at  my  house 
in  Dover-street,  London.  1  am,  madam,  with  great 
esteem,  your  most  humble  and  obedient  servant, 

R.  N. 
My  compliments  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Swift.  I  shall  say 
nothing  of  the  picture,**  because  I  am  sure  you  re- 
memba*  it  I  must  b^  that  you  will  let  Mr. 
Bindon'^  know  I  would  have  the  picture  no  more 
than)  a  bead  upon  a  three-quarter  cloth,  to  match 
one  which  1  now  have  of  Mr.  Pope. 


TO  MRS,  WHITEWAY. 

'April  29. 1740. 
Dcar  Madam, — I  find  that  you  and  I  are  fellow- 
sufferers  almost  equally  in  our  healths,  although  I  am 
more  than  twenty  years  older.  But  I  am  and  have 
been  these  two  days  in  so  miserable  a  way,  and  so 
cruelly  tortured  tliat  can  hardly  be  conceived.  The 
whole  last  night  I  was  equally  struck  as  if  T  had  been 
in  Phalaris's  brazen  bull,  and  roared  as  loud  for  eight 
or  nine  hours.  I  am  at  this  instant  unable  to  move 
without  excessivepain,  although  not  the  one  thousandth 
part  of  what  I  suffered  all  last  night  and  this  morning. 
This  you  will  now  style  the  gout.  I  continue  still  very 
deaf.  Dr.*  Wilson's  left  eye  is  still  disordered,  and 
very  uneasy.  You  have  now  your  family  at  home :  I 
desire  to  present  them  with  my  kind  and  hearty  service. 
I  am  ever  entirely  yours,  &c.        Jonathan  Swift. 


your  favour  are  as  needlea  w  the  fonnal  eeremony 
between  lovers,  I. shall  take  the  liberty  to  tell  her  it 
will  be  her  own  ftiult  if  she  is  not  one  of  the  hi^itst 
women  in  the  world.  This  is  an  imusnal  way  of 
recommending  myself  to  a  bride ',  nor  dKmld  I  do  it 
to  any  but  yours :  yet  surely  when  a  lady  ia  married 
to  a  gentleman  with  an  easy  fortnne,  good  nature,  sod 
a  man  of  honour,  how  little  is  required  of  bo  ode 
toward  mutual  felicity,  which  can  be  compriaed  in  tvo 
words,  love  and  obey  ? 

About  a  fortnight  ago  I  dined  at  the  dean  of  Sc 
Patrick*s  in  a  mixed  company;  where  one  (ff  tbe 
gentlemen  told  him  you  were  married,  or  jnst  goiti^  t  < 
be  so,  to  a  lady  of  fifteen,  with  100,000/.  fortune,  uti 
a  perfect  beauty.  I  asked  the  person  whether  be  bsu 
not  that  account  from  a  woman!  He  said  be  bod 
The  dean  inquired  if  I  knew  anything  of  the  al&ir.  I 
answered  yes ;  only  with  this  (Ufierenc^  that  she  tu 
at  least  fifty,  and  a  most  ungenteel,  disagrce^'- 
woman.  The  whole  company  looked  upon  me  vri 
contempt;  and  their  countenances  expreaed  ti«7 
thought  1  drew  my  own  picture  whilst  I  cnviou^ 
endeavoured  to  paint  the  lady's.  Tbe  dean  oth 
understood  me ;  and,  smiling,  said  he  believed  I  «^ 
in  the  right.  When  we  were  alone,  I  let  him  kayv 
that  you  had  commanded  me  to  acquaint  him  with  Dt 
affair;  and  I  hoped,  when  I  wrote  to  you  next,  ^ 
would  add  a  postscript  in  my  letter.  He  promised  cf 
to  do  it ;  and  this  day  I  intend  to  pat  him  in  miod  4 
it 

I  watted  on  Mr.  Hamilton  yesterday  to  consult  ^ 
him  if  it  would  not  be  proper  to  allow  the  senur 
board-wages  from  this  time;  and  it  was  divert:^ 
enough  to  see  us  both  keeping  our  disfstnce  abcsi?  i 
secret  the  whole  town  has  Known  these  two  mcasix 
However,  at  last  we  understood  each  other  ;  and  l^rt 
agreed  to  give  the  coachman  is.  a-week,  and  the  m^ 
St.,  until  thev  go  a  shipboard. 

There  would  have  been  no  occasion  to  be  so  (ansoL 
with  a  friend  as  to  desire  Mr.  Hamilton  to  give  ^ 
servants  money  when  you  might  have  ordered  me  ^ 
do  it,  although  I  had  not  been  in  your  debt ;  whii. 
to  my  shame  be  it  spoken,  would  be  scandalous  so  1  «c 
a  time,  if  the  fault  were  entirely  mine.  My  son  i:^ 
daughter  Swift  present  you  and  your  lady  th^  xr* 
obedient  respecte,  and  sincerest  wishes.  1  a^wi  at  a  li* 
to  express  my  obligations  to  her  for  d«e  complior/ 
she  was  pleased  to  remit  to  me ;  and,  I  believe,  vbf. 
we  meet,  she  will  not  be  jealous  that  I  daie  g\\t 
under  my  hand  to  her,  that  I  honour  and  esteem  r- 
more  than'any  woman  does  except  herself.  I  am,  ^ 
sir,  your  most  humble  and  most  obedient  servant, 

Martha  Wiutewai. 


MBS.  WHITEWAY  TO  MR.  RICHARDSON. 

May  13. 1740. 
Deab  Sir, — By  the  time  this  kisses  yonr  hand,  I 
believe  Mrs.  Uiclmrdson  will  not  blush  to  be  wished 
joy  by  a  person  you  have  done  tlie  honour  to  call 
a  friend,  and  whose  ambition  it  is  to  deserve  some 
place  in  her  esteem ;  and  now  that  all  insinuations  in 

»  Afterwards  Lonl  Clare, 
b  or  Dr.  Swift 

«  The  greatort  painter  and  ardilteet  of  his  time  in  these 
kingdomi. 


TO  MR.  RICHARDSON. 

,^        «        ,       , ,  '*»y  ^^'  ^'*' 

Dear  Sir, — I  could  never  believe  Mn.  Whitm:' 

gasconades  in  telling  me  of  her  acquaintance  with  v. 

But  my  age  and  perpetual  disorders,  and  duc^  r 

vexatious  dea&ess,  with  other  infirmitJeBy  have  *n.-^ 

pleted  the  utter  loss  of  my  memory ;  ao  that  I  caa 

recollect  the  names  of  those  ftiends  who  con»e  u*  «* 

me  twice  or  oftener  every  wedc.    However,  I  trmemi!^ 

to  wish  you  a  long  lasting  joy  of  beii^  no  Itatfn  • 

bachelor,  especially  because  ^e  teaaer  at  my  tly 

assures  me  that  the  lady  is  altogether  wntdxy  t.   .- 

your  wife.    1  therefore  command  you  both  (if  I : 

so  long)  to  attend  mt  at  the  deanery  tiie  day  after  r 

land;  where  Mrs.  IVecinitale,  alias  Whiteway.  «• 

will  give  you  a  scandalous  dinner.     I  ipiiuw^  «• 

will  see  your  governor,  my  old  friend,  John  Bsr^' 

whom  I  heartily  love ;  and  so  you  are  to  tell  hiBi    ' 

am,  dear  sir,  your  moat  obedient  and  obliged  sem^ 

Jon  ATHAX  Sv:*- 
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PHOM  MRS.  WHTTEWAY  TO  MR.  POPB. 

May  16,  1740. 

Sib,— Should  I  make  an  apology  for  writing  to  you,  I 
might  be  aiked  why  I  did  8of  If  I  have  erreil,  my 
design  at  least  is  good,  both  to  you  and  the  dean  of  St 
Patrick'i;  fori  write  in  relation  to  my  friend,  and  I 
write  to  bis  friend,  which  I  hope  will  plead  my 
excuse.  As  I  saw  a  letter  of  yours  to  him,  wherein  I 
\iwA  die  honour  to  be  named,  I  take  the  liberty  to  tell 
you  (with  grief  of  heart)  his  memory  is  so  much 
Impaired  that  in  a  few  hours  he  forgot  it;  nor  is  his 
judgment  sound  enough,  had  he  many  tracts  by  hini, 
to  finish  or  correct  them,  as  you  have  desired.  His 
health  is  as  good  as  can  be  expected,  free  from  all  the 
tortures  of  old  age;  and  his  deafness,  lately  returned, 
is  all  the  bodily  uneasiness  he  has  to  complain  of.  A 
few  years  ago  he  burnt  must  of  his  writings  unprinted,* 
except  a  few  loose  papers,  which  are  in  my  possession! 
and  which  I  promise  you  (if  I  outlive  him)  shall  never 
be  made  public  without  your  approbation.  There  is 
one  treatise  in  his  own  keeping,  called  •*  Advice  to 
Servants,*'  very  unfinished  and  incorrect,  yet  what  is 
done  of  it  has  so  much  humour  that  it  may  appear  as 
n  posthumous  work.  The  ''  History  of  the  Four  last 
\"ears  of  Queen  Anne's  Reign,"  I  suppose  you  have 
leeu  with  Dr.  King,  to  whom  he  sent  it  some  time  Ago, 
uul,  if  1  am  rightly  informed,  is  the  only  piece  of 
ills  (excepting  **  Gulliver ")  which  he  ever  proposed 
making  money  by,  and  was  given  to  Dr.  King  with 
that  design,  if  it  might  be  printed.  I  mention  this  to 
you  lest  the  doctor  should  die,  and  his  heixs  imagine 
iJiey  liad  a  right  to  dispose  of  it.  I  entreat,  sir,  you 
If  ill  not  take  notice  to  any  petson  of  the  hints  I  have 
;iven  you  in  this  letter ;  they  are  only  designed  for 
yourself:  to  the  dean's  friends  in  England  they  can 
>nly  give  trouble,*  and  to  his  enemies  and  starving 
vits,  cause  of  triumph.  I  enclose  this  to  alderman 
Sarber,  who,  I  am  sure,  wiU  deliver  it  safe,  vet  knows 
lothing  more  than  its  being  a  paper  that  Ldongs  to 

fOU. 

The  ceremony  of  answering  women's  ktten  may 
Mnrhaps  make  you  think  it  necessary  to  answer  mine ; 
>ut  1  do  not  expect  it,  because  your  time  eitfier  is  or 
>ught  to  be  better  employed,  unless  it  be  in  my  power 
o  serve  you  in  buying  Irish  linen,  or  any  other  com- 
naiiU  you  are  pleased  to  lay  on  me,  which  I  shall 
•xecute  to  the  best  of  my  capacity,  with  the  greatest 
eadiuess,  integrity,  and  secrecy ;  for,  whether  it  be  my 
rears,  or  a  less  degree  of  vanity  in  my  composition 
hi&ii  in  some  of  my  sex,  I  can  receive  such  an  honour 
rum  you  without  mentioning  it.  I  should  some  time 
»aAt  have  writ  to  you  on  this  subject,  had  I  not 
iujcied  that  it  glanced  at  the  ambition  of  being  thought 
.  person  of  consequence,  by  interfering  between  you 
na  the  dean ;  a  character  of  all  others  which  I  dislike. 

I  have  several  of  your  letters  to  the  dean,  which  I 
rill  send  by  the  first  safe  hand  that  1  can  get  to 
I *» liver  them  to  yourself:  I  believe  it  may  be  Mr. 
^•Aulay,  the  gentleman  the  dean  recommended, 
Urough  your  friendship,  to  the  prince  of  Wales. 

I  believe  this  may  be  the  only  letter  which  you 
rer  received  without  asking  a  favour,  a  compliment 
X  tolling  your  genius,  running  in  raptures  on  your 
K»etry,  or  admiring  your  distinguishable  virtue.  I 
in,  air,  with  very  high  respect,  your  most  obedient 
nd  most  humble  servant,        Mabtha  Wbiteway. 

ifr.  Swift,  who  waited  on  you  last  summer,  is,  since 
that,  married  to  my  daughter :  he  desires  me  to 
pnssent  ytm  bis  most  obedient  respects  and  humble 
thanka  for  the  particular  honour  conferred  upon 

A  In  I  usual mrnt  to  the  house  of  eooAmons  of  IieUod*  who 
mt  Faulkner  lo  Nowgmis  for  printlBg  the  Setire  on  Quadrille. 


him  in  permitting  him  to  spend  a  day  with  you  at 
Twickenham ;  a  favour  he  will  always  remember 
with  gratitude. 

FROM  MR.  PULTENEY. 

LoudoD,  June  S,  1740. 
Sib, — I  had  some  time  ago  a  letter  from  Mr.  Stopford, 
who  told  me  that  you  enjoyed  a  better  state  of  health 
last  year  than  you  had  done  for  some  time  past  No 
one  wishes  you  more  sincerely  than  I  do  the  con- 
tinuance of  it;  and,  since  the  gout  has  been  your 
physic,  I  heartily  hope  you  may  have  one  good  fit 
regularly  every  year,  and  all  the  rest  of  it  perfect  health 
and  spirits. 

I  am  persuaded  you  will  do  me  the  justice  to 
believe  tna^  if  I  liave  not  writ  to  you  for  some 
time,  it  has  proceeded  from  an  unwillingness  alone  of 
engaging  you  in  a  very  useless  correspondence,  and 
not  from  any  want  of  a  real  regard  and  true  esteem. 
Mr.  Pope  can  be  my  witness  how  constantly  I  inquire 
afrer  you,  and  how  pleased  and  happy  I  am  when  he 
tells  me  that  you  nave  the  goodness  frequently  to 
mention  me  in  your  letters  to  him. 

I  fear  you  have  but  little  desire  to  come  among  us 
again.  England  has  few  things  inviting  in  it  at 
piesent  Three  camps,  near  forty  thousand  troops,  and 
sixteen  kings,*  and  most  of  them  such  as  are  really 
fit  to  be  kings  in  any  part  of  the  world.  Four  millions 
of  money  have  been  raised  on  the  peonle  this  year, 
and  in  all  probability  nothing  will  be  done.  I  have 
not  the  least  notion  that  even  our  expedition  under 
lord  Cathcart**  is  intended  to  be  sent  anywhere ;  and 
yet  every  minister  we  have  (except  sir  Robert)  very 
gravely  affirms  it  will  go, — nay,  and  I  am  afraid  believes 
it  too.  But  our  situation  is  very  extraordinary  ;  sir 
Robert  will  have  an  army,  will  not  have  a  war,  and 
cannot  have  a  peace;  that  is,  the  people  are  so  averse 
to  it  that  he  dares  not  make  one.  But  in  one  year 
more,  when,  by  the  influence  of  this  army  and  our 
money,  he  has  got  a  new  parliament  to  his  liking,  tlien 
he  will  make  peace,  and  get  it  anproved,  too,  be  it  as 
it  will.  After  which  I  am  afraid  we  shall  all  grow 
tired  of  struggling  any  longer,  and  give  up  the  game. 

But  I  will  trouble  you  with  no  more  politics ;  and 
if  I  can  hear  from  you  in  two  lines  that  you  are  well, 
I  promise  you  not  to  reply  to  it  too  soon.  You  must 
give  me  leave  to  add  to  my  letter  a  copy  of  verses  at 
the  end  of  a  dechuooation  made  by  a  boy  at  Westminster 
School  on  this  theme : — 

JUdenttm  Hcen  vsnna, 
Qmid  vetat  t 

Dttlce  dec»«.  decns,  llosof|>time'gentia  Hibama 

Nofloine  quiquo  uidis.  ingenioque  ceter ; 
Dum  lepido  iudulra  risu,  et  mutmru  in  hoFU, 

Qu6  nova  vis  »iiiml,  iiiateri««que  rspit : 
Nunc  gT»»i«  aslrologus,  ocelo  domlnsru  et  sMria, 

Pilaque  pro  libitu  PUrigwna  «n»s. 
Nunc  populo  speeioas  htwpes  miracnla  promls, 

Genteeque  Kqaorea*.  seriaMiue  creu. 
5%e>»  pliinsuoi  capiat  queruli  penona  drapcil, 

Seu  levia  a  vacuo  fkbula  sumpta  cado- 
Moiea  <ipe|rioi  aba  exprlmia  arte  magMo-. 

EkTiUm  atque  hominea  pegine  quaque  saplt. 
SocratioB  minor  est  via  ct  aapientia  charts. 

Nee  tantum  poiuit  gruide  Vlatooia  opus. 

Mrs.  Pulteney,  knowing  that  I  am  writing  to  you, 
charges  me  to  present  her  services,  when  I  assure  you 
that  I  am,  most  faithfully  and  sincerely,  your  obedient 
humble  servant,  W.  Pultenby. 

MR.  POPE  TO  MRS.  WHITEWAY. 

T«-ickenbam,  June  U,  1740. 
I  AM  extremely  sensible  of  die  favour  of  your  letter, 
and  very  well  see  Uie  kindness,  as  well  as  honour, 

a  BUteeo  loida  of  the  venacy.  the  king  belns  ahtowL 
b  Against  OuHugeaa.    It  went,  and  miscarried. 
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which  moved  you  to  it.  I  hare  no  merit  for  tlie  one, 
but  being  (like  yourself)  a  sincere  friend  to  the  deaii, 
though  a  much  le»  useful  one ;  for  all  my  friendship 
can  only  o])erate  in  wishes,  yours  in  good  works.  He 
has  bad  the  happiness  to  meet  witii  such  in  all  the 
stages  of  his  life,  and  I  hope  in  God,  and  in  70U,  that 
he  will  not  want  one  in  the  last.  Never  imagine, 
madam,  that  I  can  do  otherwise  than  esteem  that  sex 
which  has  furnished  me  with  the  best  friends. 

The  favour  you  offer  me  I  accept  with  the  utmost 
thankfulness ;  and  I  think  no  person  more  fit  to  convey 
it  to  my  hands  than  Mr.  M'Aulay,  of  whom  I  know 
you  have  so  good  an  opinion.  Indeed,  any  one  whom 
you  think  worthy  your  trust,  I  shall  think  deserves 
mine  in  a  point  I  am  ever  so  tender  of. 

I  wish  the  very  small  opportunity  I  had  of  showing 
Mr.  Swift,  your  son,  my  regards  for  him,  had  been 
greater ;  and  I  wish  it  now  more,  since  he  is  become 
10  near  to  you,  for  whom  my  respect  runs  hand  in  hand 
with  my  affection  for  the  dean;  and  I  cannot  wish 
well  for  the  one  without  doing  so  for  tlie  other. 

I  turn  my  mind  all  I  can  from  the  melancholy 
subject  of  your  letter.  May  God  Almighty  alleviate 
your  concern,  and  his  complaints,  as  much  as  possible 
in  this  state  of  infirmities,  while  he  lives ;  and  may 
your  tenderness,  madam,  prevent  anything  after  his 
death  which  may  anywise  depreciate  his  memory.  I 
dare  say  nothing  of  ill  consequence  can  happen  from 
tlie  commission  given  to  Dr.  King. 

You  see,  madam,  I  write  you  with  absolute  freedom, 
as  becomes  me  to  the  friend  of  my  friend,  and  to  a 
woman  of  sense  and  spirit.  I  will  say  no  more,  that 
you  may  find  I  treat  you  with  the  same  delicacy  that 
you  do  me,  (and  for  which  I  thank  you,)  without  the 
least  compliment ;  and  it  is  none  when  I  add,  that  I 
am,  with  orteem,  madam,  your  most  obliged  and  most 
obedient  servant,  Alexander  Pope. 


FROM  MR.  POPE  TO  MR.  ALLEN. 
Mv  vexation  about  dean  Swift's  proceeding  has  fretted 
and  employed  me  a  great  deal  in  writing  to  Ireland, 
and  trying  all  the  means  possible  to  retard  it ;  for  it 
is  put  past  preventing,  by  his  having  (without  my 
consent  or  so  much  as  letting  me  see  the  book)  printed 
most  of  it.  They  at  last  promise  me  to  send  me  the 
co|)y,  and  that  I  may  correct  and  expunge  what  I  will. 
Tliis  last  would  be  of  some  use;  but  I  dare  not  even 
do  this,  for  they  would  say  I  revised  it.  And  the 
bookseller  writes  tliat  he  has  been  at  great  charge,  &c. 
However,  the  dean,  upon  all  I  have  said  and  written 
about  it,  has  ordered  nim  to  submit  to  any  expunction 
I  insist  upon :  this  is  all  I  can  obtain,  and  I  know  not 
whether  to  make  any  use  of  it  or  not.  But  as  to  your  ap- 
prehension, that  any  suspicion  may  arise  of  my  being 
anywise  consenting  or  concerned  in  it,  I  have  the  plea- 
sure to  tell  you,  the  whole  thing  is  so  circumstanced 
and  so  plain,  that  it  con  never  be  the  case.  I  shall  be 
very  desirous  to  see  what  tlie  letters  are  at  all  events ; 
and  I  thhik  diat  must  determine  my  future  measures ; 
lor  till  then  I  can  judge  nothing.  The  excessive  ear- 
nestness the  dean  has  been  in  for  publishing  them, 
makes  lAe  hojie  they  are  castigated  in  some  degree,  or 
he  must  be  totally  deprived  of  his  understanding. 
They  now  ofler  to  send  me  the  orginals  (which  have 
been  so  long  detained) ;  and  I  will  accept  of  them 
(though  they  have  done  their  job),  that  they  may  not 
have  them  to  produce  against  me,  in  case  there  be  any 
oflensive  passages  in  them.  If  you  can  give  me  any 
advice,  do.  I  wish  I  could  show  you  what  the  dean's 
people,  the  women,  and  the  bookseller,  have  done  and 
writ,  on  my  sending  an  absolute  negative,  and  on 
the  agency  I  have  employed  of  some  gentlemen  to 
stop  it,  ai  well  as  threata  of  law,  &c.    The  whole 


thing  is  too  manifest  to  admit  of  any  doubt  in  any 
roan:  how  long  this  thing  has  been  working;  bow 
many  tricks  have  been  played  with  the  dean's  papen ; 
how  tliey  were  secreted  from  him  from  time  to  time, 
while  they  feared  his  not  complying  with  sot^  a  mea- 
sure; and  how,  finding  his  weakness  increase,  they 
have  at  last  mode  him  the  histrument  himself  for  tbcnr 
private  profit ;  whereas,  I  believe  before^  they  only  in- 
tended  to  do  this  aller  his  death. 


TO  MRS.  WHITEWAY. 
I  HAVE  been  very  miserable  all  night,  and  to-day 
extremely  deaf  and  full  of  pain.  I  am  so  stupid  and 
confounded  that  I  cannot  express  Uie  mortification  I  am 
under  boUi  in  body  and  mind.  All  I  can  say  is,  ikal 
I  am  not  in  torture ;  but  I  daily  and  hourly  expect  it. 
Pray  let  me  know  how  your  health  is  and  your  ^mily : 
I  hiudly  understand  one  word  I  write.  I  am  seize  m; 
days  will  be  very  few ;  few  and  miserable  they  mat 
be.     I  am,  for  those  few  days,  yours  entirelj, 

Jonathan  Swift. 
If  I  do  not  blandiT  it  is  Satwday. 
Jaly  26, 1740. 

If  I  live  till  Monday  I  shall  hope  to  see  you,  perlB|M 
for  the  last  time. 

FROM  THE  EARL  OF  ORRERY. 

Caladoa.  Dnormbcr  17.  IT4$. 
Dear  Sir, — Great  men  like  you  must  expect  uurabo- 
less  petitions,  which,  like  Jupiter,  yoa  nut  to  varioia 
uses ;  but  wonder  not,  when  there  is  a  place  vacant  a 
yqur  family,  that  everybody  is  striving  fur  the  ^. 
I  mean  your  cathedral  family  ;  lor  we  are  told  ther? 
is  a  vacancy  in  the  choir.  I  am  desired  to  recommci«l 
to  you  one  James  Colgan.a  Bged  25.  His  roice  excel- 
lent, his  behaviour  good,  his  person  ludiflTerent,  his  re> 
commendation  to  me  irresistible.  I  t>esecdh  you  let 
Faulkner  give  me  an  answer;  for  neither  be  nor  I,  cor 
the  choir  of  lords,  doctors,  commons,  &e.y  are  wonh 
your  while  to  give  yourself  one  moment  s  imeaffiyss 
about,  if  you  are  not  well,  and  I  am  more  than  afraid 
you  are  not ;  only  I  must  be  enabled  to  say  I  have 
mentioned  him  to  you.  My  fWnen  fingers  will  m^j 
serve  me  to  present  lady  Orrery's  most  humble  serried 
to  you,  and  the  best  wislies,  pfayet«,  and  acknowIed«r- 
ments  of  all  this  family.  1  am,  dear  sir,  your  ever 
obliged  and  obedient  humble  servant,  ORa£XT. 

TO  MRS.  WHITEWAY. 

isnnary  IS,  V7i\. 
Dear  Madam,— Your  son,^  who  was  with  me  yc«t«r< 
day,  and   stayed  the   whole  afienioon    till    near  tn 
o'clock,  gave  me  a  very  melancholy  account  of  yoor 
ill  health,  extremely  to  my  grief.     I  send  a  aervartf 


with  this  letter,  and  you  will  please  to  enpluy  Mr. 
Swid  to  answer  it,  because  I  am  in  very  g^reat  pain 
about  you ;  for  the  weatlior  is  so  extremely  sharp  thst 
it  must  needs  add  to  your  disorders.  P^y  let  yoor 
son  or  daughter  write  a  few  lines  to  give  me  some  sort 
of  comfort.  My  cold  is  now  attended  with  a  coi^ 
this  bitter  cold  weather ;  but  I  am  impatient  until  vim 
son  or  daughter  gives  me  some  hopes.  I  am  ever  jom 
assured  friend,  and  must  humble  servant, 

JONATBATC  SviFT. 


FROM  THE  EARL  OF  ORRERY. 

Dnke-tlrpet.  Wnstmincter.  JhIv  7,  1741 
Thanks  to  you,  dear  sir,  fur  your  frequent  lemem- 
brance  of  me  by  my  great  friend  and  patron,  MaiCrr 
George  Faulkner :  thanks  to  you  for  die  honours  y4<H 
have  showed  my  wife :  but  above  all,  thanks  to  jmz 
for  using  exercise  and  taking  care  of  your  health.    It 

>  One  of  the  vicon-choml  of  Christ-charch  and  9L  Patrick'* 
cathrdrals,  remKrknblc  Ibr  his  fine  manatf  of  ibigiag. 
t>  Mr.  Dieaae  SwiA. 
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is  the  itrongert  instance  of  aflTcctioa  your  frirodf  ettber 
desire  or  dewnre.  In  mcntiooiiig  your  friends  I  must 
particularise  Mr.  Pope :  he  ob^s  your  eommuids, 
Slid  fliiigs  away  much  time  upon  me :  Nte  deMeii  alter 
ammta ;  Dr.  King  does  the  same.  Tlius  deities  oon- 
deacend  to  visit  and  convene  with  mortals. 

Poor  ]ord  Oxford  is  gone  to  tinwa  regions  from 
whence  traTellers  never  retnm  unless  in  an  airy  visit 
to  faithless  lovers,  as  Margaret  to  William;  or  to 
cities  devoted  to  destruction,  as  Hector  amidst  the 
flames  of  Troy.  Tlie  deceased  earl  has  left  behind 
him  many  books,  many  manuscripts,  and  no  money : 
his  lady  brought  htm  500,000/.,  400,000/.  of  which  have 
lieen  sacrificed  to  indolence,  good-nature,  and  want 
of  worldly  wisdom :  and  there  will  still  remain,  after 

Iiroper  sales,  and  right  management,  5000/.  a-year  for 
lis  widow. 

Mr.  Casar  died  about  two  months  ago.  Mrs. 
CflBsar  is  still  all  tears  and  lamentations,  although  she 
CCTtainly  may  be  numbered  intwr  /eiieetf  ma  ai  boma 
norini. 

Lord  Bathnnt  it  at  Cireneester,  erecting  pillars  and 
statues  to  queen  Anne.  Ijord  Boliugbroke  lives  in 
France :  posterity,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  may  be  the  better 
fur  his  retirement  The  duke  of  Argyll  reigns,  or  ought 
to  reign,  in  Scotland.  Such  is  the  state  'of  Europe ; 
but  our  disappointment  in  America  has  cast  a  gloomy 
face  over  London  and  Westminster.  The  citiieus  have 
recourse  to  mum  and  tobacco,  by  which  means  they 
|iti(r  away  care,  and  keep  dismay  at  a  proper  distance. 
Ill  tlie  mean  time  my  Ihends,  the  ducks  and  geese  in 
the  Park,  cackle  on,  and  join  injcboras  to  the  sounds  of 
victory  that  are  daily  (|rummed  forth  on  the  parade,  but 
roach  no  further  than  the  atmosphere  of  Whitehall. 
Wliat  news  next  t  The  weather — but  you  certainly 
know  it  is  hot;  for  in  truth,  notwithstanding  this  letter 
comes  from  my  heart,  and  is  written  in  the  pleasure  of 
thinking  of  you,  yet  I  sweat  to  assure  you  bow  much  I 
am,  dear  sir,  your  ever  obliged  and  obedient  humble 
servant,  OaBERr. 

PROM  THE  EARL  OF  ORRERY  TO  DEANE  SWIFT.  ESQ. 

Manton.  Deeember  4. 174S. 
Sir, — I  am  much  obliged  to  you  for  the  full,  though 
melancholy,  account  you  have  sent  me  of  my  ever 
Hinourcd  friend.  It  is  the  more  melancholv  to  me  as 
[  liave  heard  him  often  lament  the  particular  misibr- 
iine  incident  to  human  nature,  of  an  utter  deprivation 
if  senses  many  years  before  a  deprivation  of  life.  I 
uixe  heard  him  describe  peisons  in  that  condition, 
%  itli  a  liveliness  and  a  horror,  that  on  this  late  occa- 
tou  have  recalled  to  me  his  very  words.  Our  Litany, 
nethinks,  should  have  an  addition  of  a  particular 
>rayer  against  this  most  dreadful  misfortune.  I  am 
lire  mine  shall.  The  bite  of  a  mad  dog  (a  most  tre- 
netidous  evil)  ends  soon  in  death ;  but  the  effects  of 
lis  loss  of  memory  may  last  even  to  the  longest  age  of 
iian ;  therefore  I  own  my  freudship  for  him  lias  now 
hanged  my  thoughts  and  wbhes  into  the  very  reverw 
f  what  they  were ;  I  rejoice  to  hear  he  grows  lean.  I 
m  sorry  to  hear  his  appetite  is  good.  I  was  glad 
rhen  there  seemed  an  approaching  mortification  in 
in  eyelid.  In  one  word,  the  man  I  wished  to  live  the 
:>iigest  I  wish  the  soonest  dead.  It  is  the  only  bless- 
tig  that  can  now  befall  him.  His  reason  wiU  never 
I'ttini ;  or,  if  it  should,  it  will  only  be  to  show  him  tlie 
liiery  of  having  lost  it  I  am  impatient  for  his 
oiiig  where  imperfection  ceases,  and  wliere  perfection 
**^iiis  ;  where  Wilsons  cannot  break  in  and  steal,  and 
here  eiivy,  hatred,  and  malice  have  no  infltieiice  or 
ower.  While  he  continues  to  breathe,  lie  is  an  ex- 
mple  stronger  and  more  piercing  than  be  or  any  other 
■  vine  could  preach,  against  pride,  cunccit,  and  vain- 
lory.     Good  God !  doctor  Swift  beaten  and  marked 


with  stripes  by  a  beast  in  human  shape,  one  Wilsoo.« 
But  he  is  not  only  an  example  agamst  presumption 
and  haughtiness,  but  in  realitr  an  incitement  to  mar- 
riage. Men  in  years  ought  always  to  secure  a  friend 
to  take  care  of  declining  life,  and  watch  narrowly  as 
they  fall,  the  last  minute  particles  of  the  hour-glass. 
A  bachelor  will  seldom  find,  among  all  his  kindred,  so 
true  a  nurse,  so  faithful  a  friend,  so  disinterested  a 
companion,  as  one  tied  to  him  by  the  double  chain  of 
duty  and  affection.  A  wife  could  not  be  banished 
from  his  chamber,  or  hb  unhappy  hours  of  retirement ; 
nor  had  the  dean  felt  a  blow,  or  wanted  a  companion, 
had  he  been  manned,  or,  in  other  words,  had  Stella 
lived.  All  that  a  friend  could  do  has  been  done  by 
Mrs.  Whiteway;  all  that  a  companion  could  per- 
suade, has  been  attempted  by  Mrs.  Ridgeway.  The 
rest — ^but  I  shall  run  on  for  ever,  and  I  set  out  at  first 
only  with  an  intention  of  thanking  you  for  your  letter, 
and  assuring  you  that  I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient 
humble  servant,  OmazRv. 

PjS.  I  beg  to  hear  from  you  fhmi  time  to  time,  if  any 
new  occurrence  happens  in  the  dean*s  unhappy  state. 

MR.  FAULKNER  TO  MR.  BOWYER. 

Dnblia,  Oetobsr  1, 1745. 
Dkar  See, — The  bank-note  for  one  hundred  guineas 
came  safe  to  hand.  Enclosed  you  have  part  of  the 
**  Address  to  Servants.*"  I  wish  I  could  get  fianks  to 
send  it  in.  Fix  your  day  of  publication,  and  I  will 
wait  until  you  are  ready,  that  we  may  both  come  out 
the  same  day.  I  think  the  middle  of  November  will 
do  very  well,  as  your  dty,  as  well  as  Dublin,  will  be 
full  at  that  time.  I  shall  finish  the  volume  with 
a  cantata  of  the  dean*s,  set  to  music,  which,  in  my 
opinion,  will  have  a  greater  run  with  the  lovers  of 
harmony  tlian  any  of  the  Corelli*s,  Vivaldi's,  Puroeirs, 
or  Handel  8  pieces.  When  Ame,  the  famous  composer, 
was  last  in  Ireland,  he  made  application  to  me  for  tliis 
cantata  (whidi  I  could  not  thai  procure),  to  set  it  to 
music  :  perhaps  he  may  do  it  now,  and  bring  it  on  the 
stage;  which,  if  he  does,  will  run  more  than  the 
**  Beggars*  Opera  ;*'  and  therefore  I  would  have  you 
get  it  engmved  in  folio,  with  scores  for  bass,  ftc,  which 
will  make  it  sell  very  well.  I  believe  you  might  get 
something  handsome  for  it  from  Rich,  or  tlie  managers 
of  Drury-lane,  for  which  I  shall  send  you  the  original 
MS.  I  am  thus  particular  that  you  may  have  the 
profit  to  yourself,  as  you  will  have  the  trouble.  I  was 
in  daily  expectation,  for  six  weeks,  of  going  to  Lon- 
don, but  was  prevented  by  many  accidents — I  cannot 

■  Dr.  Fraoeis  Wilaon  was  prebendary  of  Kllssadolway,  sad 
rector  of  CloiMUlkin.  in  the  dlooeas  of  Dublin,  the  neat  tithes 
of  which  bplonx  to  the  dmoery  of  St.  Pstrink's.  Dr.  WU«on. 
who  lived  in  tlie  oenlre  of  this  prebend  and  pariah,  and  was 
well  aeqnaiated  with  the  eoiaailry,  farmed  these  tithes  of  Or. 
Swift  on  t  pry  leaaonablc  term**  Kwatly  to  his  own  advaatac*. 
When  the  dean  was  much  hi  the  dMine  of  life,  he  lo^iled  Dr. 
Wilson  to  accept  of  aMrtraenta  for  hlmaelf  and  hia  wife  in  the 
daaneryhoQse  at  Dublin  ;  whetcthey  had  very  Kood  lodxiags. 
with  ihe  beneAt  of  his  servanto  and  ttabWs.  Dr.  Swift's  om- 
mory  Iklling  him  greatly  at  thli  tisM.  Wilson  look  the  advan- 
tase  of  earrylac  him  to  his  hoose  at  Newland*  within  four  miles 
or  Dublin,  and  endeavoured  to  intoaicale  him  with  liquor, 
which  he  could  not  •eeompUah ;  aod  on  their  return  to  Dulrfin 
solicited  Dr.  Swift  to  make  him  sub-dean  of  St.  Fatriek*s.  sad 
turn  out  Dr.  Wynne,  a  very  worthy  and  hoepltahle  fsatlemaa* 
which  Dr.  Swift  refttsed :  on  which  Dr.  WUmni,  la  a  most  out- 
ragoous  manner,  Inmlted  the  dean,  beat  him  se%en>ly,  took 
him  by  the  throat,  and  would  have  dioked  him  had  It  not 
been  fur  tlie  dean's  footman  aad  eooehaun.  who  njscwd  him 
out  of  the  hands  of  Wilaon.  TIds  aCaIr  amde  a  Beat  nolae ; 
Wilaon  waa  Ibrhidden  the  dean's  houte.  and  died  aoon  after. 
To  Ihia  same** beast  la  humaa  ahape.**  as  lord  Orrei^^JosiIy 
ealla  him.  Dr.  Swift  had  bequeathed  "  the  works  «if  FlMo  la 
three  Iblb  volnmea,  the  earl  of  Claieadaa  s  Hbtory  in  thiue 
folki  volumes,  and  my  best  Bible,  together  with  thirteen  msall 
Fmlan  pieturrs  in  the  dmwiiig>room.  and  die  small  allvvr  tank- 
ani  given  to  me  by  the  eontribntion  of  mom  ftieada,  whosa 
aaaws  areeagraved  al  the  bottom  of  lbs  asldlsakaid.**. 
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say  bnsuieM,  for  I  nerer  had  lesa»  as  Mr.  Hitch  well 
knows,  having  had  no  order  from  me  for  two  months 
past  The  *'  Advice  to  Servants*"  was  never  finished 
oy  the  dean,  and  is  consequently  very  incorrect ;  I  be- 
lieve you  may  see  some  Irishinns  in  it ;  if  so,  pray 
correct  them.  The  dean's  friends  do  not  know  the 
manner  of  an  assignment,  and  desire  you  will  send  over 
the  form.  The  story  of  the  "  Injured  Lady  "  does  not 
make  above  a  sheets  and  will  vex  your  northern  hardy 
neighbours  more  than  the  "Public  Spirit  of  the 
Whigs,''  of  which  they  complained  to  queen  Anne. 
As  you  are  famous  for  writing  prefaces,  pray  help  me 
to  one  for  "  Advice  to  Servants, '  for  which  I  have  not 
yet  printed  the  title.  My  best  compliments  to  our 
friends,  and  should  be  obliged  to  Mr.  Dodsley  for  the 
two  letters,  which  you  may  send,  under  cover,  to 
Samuel  Bindon,  esq.^  at  my  house.  I  am  whimsical, 
and  send  you  &e  beginning  of  "  Advice,"  &c.,  and 
the  remainder  to  Mr.  Hitch,  that  you  may  (vint  it  im- 
mediately. I  think  Jt  might  be  printed  without  the 
"  Injured  I^y,"  as  your  volume  will  make  the  better 
figure  with  original  pieces ;  but  this  I  submit  to  your 
better  judgment. 

I  long  much  to  see  London,  although  I  have  no 
other  business  than  to  visit  my  friends,  and  do  them 
any  service  in  my  (power ;  and  if  1  can  be  useful  to 
you  in  England  or  Ireland,  pray  let  me  know,  and  I 
will  do  it  I  would  not  have  you  advertise  until  two 
or  three  days  before  you  publish,  in  which  I  wish  you 
all  imaginable  success ;  and  am,  dear  sir,  your  faith- 
ful friend,  and  obliged  humble  servant, 

GEORes  Faulknbb. 


AN     ACCOUNT    Off     A     MONUMENT     BKECTED     TO     THE 
MEMORY  OP  DB.  SWIFT,  IN  IBELADD. 

TO  MR.  GE0R6E.FAULKNEa.a 

Neale»  Febnuuy  14, 1750. 
Si  a, — ^I  have  at  last  finished  what  you  have  often 
heard  me  wish  I  might  be  able  to  do,  a  monument  for 
the  greatest  genius  of  our  age,  the  late  dean  of  St  Pa- 
trick s.  The  thing  in  itself  is  but  a  trifle ;  but  it  is 
more  than  I  shotdd  ever  have  attempted  had  I  not, 
with  indignation,  seen  a  country  ^so  honoured  by  the 
birth  of  BO  great  a  man,  and  so  faithfully  served  by 
htm  all  his  life)  so  long  and  so  shamefully  negligent  in 
erecting  some  monument  of  gratitude  to  his  memory. 
Countries  are  not  wise  in  such  neglect,  for  they  hurt 
themselves.  Men  of  .genius  are  encouraged  to  apply 
their  talents  to  the  service  of  their  country  when  they 
see  in  it  gratitude  to  the  memory  of  those  who  have 
deserved  well  of  them.  The  ingenious  Pdre  Castle 
told  me  at  Paris,  that  he  reckoned  it  the  greatest  mis- 
fortune to  him  that  he  was  not  bom  au  Englidiman ; 
and  when  he  explained  himself,  it  was  only  for  this, 
that,  after  two  hundred  years,  they  had  erected  a  mo- 
nument to  Shakspeare ;  and  another  to  a  modern,  but  to 
the  greatest  of  them,  sir  Isaac  Newton.  Great  souls 
are  very  disinterested  in  the  afiairs  of  life;  they  look 

•  By  or  John  Btowimi,  of  the  county  of  Msyo. 


for  fiune  and  immottaHtj,  Monuog  the  ntean  pa^  oC 
interest  and  lucre :  and  surely  in  an  age  so  mercenary 
as  ours,  men  should  not  be  so  sparing  to  give  public 
marks  of  their  gratitude  to  men  of  such  virtue,  dead, 
however  they  may  treat  them  living ;  ainoe  in  ao  doing 
they  bespeak,  and  almost  insure  to  diemsdves  a  sac- 
cession  of  such  persons  in  society.  It  waa  with  this 
view  that  I  have  determined  to  throw  in  my  mite. 

^  In  a  fine  lawn  below  my  house  I  have  planted  a 
hippodrome.  It  is  a  circular  plantatiam,  cotwiating  of 
five  walks ;  the  central  of  which  is  a  hosse-coune,  and 
three^  rounds  make  exactly  a  mile.  All  the  lines  ai« 
so  laid  out  that,  from  the  centre,  the  aix  rows  of  trees 
appear  but  one,  and  form  100  arches  xoand  tbe  field ; 
in  the  centre  of  which  I  have  erected  a  znoant,  aiid 
placed  a  marble  column  on  its  proper  pedestel,  with 
all  the  decorations  of  the  order;  on  the  summit  of 
which  I  have  placed  a  Pegasus,  just  aeeming  to  take 
flight  to  the  Heavens ;  and  on  the  die  of  die  pedestol  I 
have  engraved  the  following  inscriptioD,  written  by  aa 
ingenious  friend : — 

la  MSVOaiAM  JOMATMAW  eWIVT,  B.  T.  F.  Vrat  SOB  9ua. 

AovrovM  voBrm  Apaau,  wnv*  posta« 

▲STX  KOVA  :   ATHJKBSAS  PKOPant,  UT  PKOASVa,'AI.IS 
•CAN DX  DOMOS  :   JBrtBVVM  ADDET  TVA  FAMA  COt.TMKiB 
HVIC  NKMORI  DCCVl.      BIC,  TAVTI  qVAM  POMVUV*  TMBaAa 

MOKiHit  nr  Miirm.  SAoao  asvocAax  qvoTAims 
LVDoavM  BiTv  xvtat;  BIC  run  pabvtb  BonoavH 

OFTSBTVB  CVMYLVS  :   LAVDVM  <|V0  riVB  TVABTM 
COPIA  CLAVDATVB  QVI  QV^RBIT,  OKIfTIg  IXBVX 
PBOTOBA  SOaVTZrVB,  I.XTVH<1VB  nTBBBOOBT  OSBBlt. 

I  have  also  appointed  a  small  fond  lor  amnial  pre- 
miums to  be  distributed  in  the  oelebretion  of  games  at 
the  monument  yearly.  The  ceremony  ia  to  last  thm 
days,  beginning  the  Ist  of  May  yearly.  On  thb  day 
young  maids  and  men  in  the  neighbourhood  are  to  as- 
semble in  the  hippodrome,  with  their  garlands  asA 
cfaaplets  of  flowers,  and  to  dance  round  the  moirarocD!. 
singing  the  praises  of  this  ingenious  patriot,  and  strew- 
ing with  flowers  all  the  place :  after  which  tfaey  a»  to 
dance  for  a  prize ;  the  best  dancer  among  the  maids 
is  to  be  presented  with  a  cap  and  ribbons ;  and,  after 
the  dance,  the  young  men  are  to  run  for  a  hat  a^l 
gloves. 

The  second  day,  there  is  to  be  a  large  mailEet  npm 
the  groimd :  and  ihe  girl  who  produces  the  finest  haok 
of  yam,  and  the  most  regular  reel  and  coont,  is  to 
have  a  guinea  premium ;  and  the  person  why  buys  the 
greatest  quantity  of  yam  is  to  have  a  premium  of  two 
guineas. 

The  third  day,  the  farmer  who  produces  the  best 
yearling  calf  of  his  own  breed  is  to  bare  two  gmnm 
premium ;  and  ,he  that  produces  tiie  fairest  colt  or 
tillv,  of  his  own  breed  likewise,  not  over  two  jeers  old, 
shall  receive  a  premium  of  two  guineas  also.  This 
the  whole  will  not  ^exceed  10/. ;  and  all  these  uapful 
branches  of  our  growth  and  manu&cture  will  fee  en- 
couraged, in  remembering  the  patron  who  with  a» 
much  care  and  tenderness  recommended  them  to 
otliers,  and  cherished  them  himself.  I  am,  dear  sir, 
your  humble  servant,  J.  B. 


DR.  SWIFTS  WILL.  ' 
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PEDIORBE  OF  THE  YOUNGER  BRANCH  OF  THE  SWIFTS  OF  YORKSHIRE.  '. 

Arms  :  Or^  a  chevron  ncbuU,  Argent  and  Azure^  between  three  bucks  in  full  courset  Vert. 


ThomM  Smith,  eolhted  to  th«  territory  of  St  Andrew  :=^ttg«ret,  who  (with'tdiie  of  her  chfldren)  wm  buried 
CkBtetbnry,  l5t9;jUeA  Jnae  12,  l&M :  mgtA  ftl.  |       in  the  eethedral  ehorehyud. 


WiUiam  Swift,  bmrM  Oct  5.  Iftffl.at  RIngMoo,  Id  Kent 
in  that  yeer.Macoeeded  to  hie  father's  reotory ;  in  160S, 
WM  rector  of  Rerbledovn ;  end  died  Oct  U,  16Si. 

^- A. 


.enheiien  of  th*  home  of  Iliilpott;  dtedlleidi  », 
.  ICM.egvdM. 


Thonwi  Swift,  view  of  Goodrich,  end  elso  ofi=  Elizabeth  Dryden.    Oithoristf=Thomee  WIttterde,  Rent. 
Bridilowe,,both  in  Heveforddiiret  dled;i6M.  Mersarrt=Henry  AUiinaon.  apothecary  and  elUxen  of 


1.  Godwin  Swift,: 
a  student  of 
Gray'«-Inn. 


iFearwiveei  t. 

the.lart  of 

thea  living 

a  widow  in 

1711. 


I 


:Theeldeel 
danghter 
of  Sir  W. 
Davenant. 


I 


Thoinne,=The  eldeel    Jonathan=Ahiai] 

whodied 

young. 


Swift 

di«din 

May. 

ie«7. 


/ — 

WUlou^hby 
Swift,  m«r* 
chant  »t 
IJebon. 


Deane. 
Thirteen 
other  eons, 
end  three 
danghtora. 


Dryden,  )dlrdwlih- 
Erielbof    WlUiam,  foutierae. 
WUlooghby; 
Three  other  eons. 
Four  daughters.       • 


Adam: 


died  April 

«7,  1710. 


^ 


Thoi 


( reotoff  of  Put* 
in  Snnwy; 
diedl7&S,iDhisii7th 
year. 


1.  Jane,  bom  in  1M6. 

2.  JOKATBAN    SWIfT, 

tlw  celebrated  deen 
of  St.  Pkitridi'B: 
bom  Nov.  SO.  1<67 ; 
Get  19,1745. 


Anne^r:. .  Perry. 
Another  daughter. 


DR.  SWIFTS  WILL.  AND  HIS  DIRECTIONS  TO  MRS. 
MARTHA  WHITBWAY. 

As  loon  as  yon  tre  anoved  of  my  dcBtb,  wbeCbcr  it 

shall  ha|ip0D  to  bo  in  town  or  tlio  country,  I  deiiio  yon 

will  go  immediatdy  to  the  dMoory ;  and  if  I  dio  in 

the  country,  I  damn  won  will  anid  down  a  strong 

coflin,  to  bftve  my  boay  bnmght  to  town,  and  de- 

positai  in  any  d^  part  ,'of  St.  Patrick*!  oadiedral. 

Then  you  are  to  ti^o  my  keys,  and  find  my  will,  and 

send  dx  as  mant  of  my  ezeeuton  as  are  in  town,  and 

in  praMoce  of  three  of  them  hare  my  will  read ;  and 

what  you  see  therein  that  relatse  to  yourself,  and  is  to 

take  place  after  my  death,  you  are  to  do  in  their  pre* 

seooe,  first  deliTerinff  my  keys  to  my  executors,  and 

then  demanding  those  keys  to  search  where  my  ready 

money  lies,  and  take  it  for  your  own  use,  as  my  will 

empowers  yoo.    But  upon  their  notes  you  are  to  lend 

the  money  to  them,  for  the  charges  of  my  fbneral,  as 

dirocted  in  my  will.    Then  you  are  to  see  that  one  or 

more  of  my  said  executois  shall  order  my  plate  and 

household  goods,  and  other  things  of  Talue,  and  what 

are  locked  up  in  my  scmtoires,  cabinets,  ftc,  to  be 

entered  in  a  list^  and  seemed  in  their  aeveral  plaees, 

far  my  ezeeuton  to  dispose  of  them  as  my  will  pro- 

▼idee. 

Vou  are  likewise  to  deliver  the  keys  of  all  the  rooms 
and  cellars  to  mj  said  executory  and  often  to  entreat 
them  to  oome  to  the  deansry,  and  purtoe  the  directions 
iu  my  will. 

You  are  also  to  ddiTer  to  my  ezeeuton  all  the  bonds, 
mortgages,  and  papas  relating  to  money,  &o.,  when 
tfaey  shall  have  agreed  where  to  deposit  them  with 
aecurityt  taking  their  receipts.      Jonathan  Swirr. 

r,  Monk  25,  1737. 


As  soon  as  Mn.  Martha  Wbiteway  bean  of  my 
decease,  she  is  to  come  immediately  to  the  deanery, 
aud  first  take  all  the  keys  of  my  cabineU,  and  seal 
them  up  in  a  place,  in  the  presence  of  Mrs.  Anue 
Ilidgeway,  Roger  Kenrick,  my  verger,  aud  Henry  Laird, 
if  any  of  them  be  then  alive,  and  in  the  neighbourhood. 
Then  Mrs.  Martha  Wbiteway  is  to  send  fox  as  many 
of  my  ezeeuton  as  are  in  town ;  and,  opening  my 
scrutoires,  deliver  them  my  will,  and  let  one  of  the 
said  ezeeuton  read  my  will  and  codicils :  there  should 
be  three  of  my  ezeeuton  present  at  least ;  they  are  all 
in  number  nine.  Then,  Mn.  Martha  Wbiteway  is  to 
take  all  the  ready^  money  she  cait  find,  if  there  be  20(ML. 
but  no  more,  which  likewise  she  may  lend  to  the  said 


ezeeuton  upon  their  notes.  In  case  I  should  happen 
to  have  not  cash  enough,  or  banken*  bills,  to  pay  the 
charges  of  transporting  my  body  to  Holyhead,  and  for 
my  burial  in  the  church  of  that  town,  as  directed  iu 
my  will,  then  she  is  to  assist  my  ezeeuton  in  sending 
my  plate  to  some  banker,  together  with  my  valuable 
curiosities,  which  she  knows  where  to  find,  many  of 
which  are  bequeathed  to  John  Wbiteway,  younger  son 
to  Mn.  Martha  Wbiteway,  and  sent  to  the  said  Martha 
to  be  kept  for  the  use  of  ber  said  son,  ezcept  some  booka 
bequeathed  in  my  said  will  or  codicils. 

I  have  written  the  names  of  my  ezeeuton  iu  the 
page  on  the  right  hand  of  this  paper. 

Mrs.  Martha  Wbiteway  is  to  secure  the  broad  paper- 
booky  in  quarto,  wherein  the  debU  due  to  me,  aud 
debte  I  owe,  entered  to  this  present  month  of  April, 
1737 — seven,  together  with  the  whole  stete  of  my 
fortune,  as  debts,  mortgages,  &c.,  and  plate,  aud 
valuable  curiosities,  household  goods,  arreon  of  tithes^ 
and  interest,  &c.,  which  my  ezeeuton  ore  to  have  a 
copy  of;  and  Mrs.  Martha  Wbiteway  knows  where  to 
find  all  my  mortgages,  bonds,  &c.,  which  she  is  to  give 
to  my  said  ezecutors,  taking  their  receint,  in  order  to 
receive  the  several  intereste  or  principals  to  purchase 
lands,  as .  declared  in  my  last  will,  which  woen  my 
said  ezeeuton  have  entered  in  form  in  the  proper  courts, 
they  are  humbly  desired  to  fulfil  as  soon  as  they  con- 
veniently can. 

Signed  and  sealed,  April  22nd,  1737— ^even, 

Jonathan  Swirr. 
fFilAesset  prvsen/. 

Anne  Ridgeway. 
Alez.  Broneers. 


[Names  of  the  Rzeeutors.] 

Robert  Lindsay,  Justice  in  the  Common  Pleas. 

Henry  Siaffleton,  Prime  Seijeant 

Doctor  Delany. 

Richard  Helsham,  M.D. 

Eton  Stannard,  Reoorder. 

Robert  Grattan,  of  8t  Aodoens. 

James  Grattan,  of  8t  Nick  Within. 

James  Stopfoid,  of  Finglass. 

James  King,  of  St.  Bride*a 

[On  the  back  of  this  letter. 

For  Mrs.  Martha  Wbiteway  to  read,  and  keen  when 

finished— Codioili.  ' 
AfrU  16, 1737. 
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In  Mt  name  of  GoU.  flmm.  I,  Jonathan  Swift, 
doctor  ill  divinity,  and  dean  of  (he  cathedral  church 
of  St.  Patrick,  Dublin,  being  at  thig  present  of  sound 
mind,  although  weak  in  body,  do  here  make  my  last 
will  and  testament,  hereby  revoking  all  my  former 
wills. 

Imprimis,  I  bequeath  my  soul  to  God,  (in  humble 
hopes  of  his  mercy  through  Jesus  Christ,)  and  my  body 
to  the  earth.  And  I  desire  that  my  body  may  be 
buried  in  the  great  aisle  of  the  said  cathedral,  on  die 
south  side,  under  the  pillar  next  to  the  monument  of 
primate  Narcissus  Marsh,  three  days  after  my  de- 
cease, as  privately  as  possible,  and  at  twelve  o'clock  at 
night,  and  that  a  black  marble  of  feet 

square,  and  seven  feet  from  the  ground,  fixed  to  the 
wall,  may  be  erected,  with  the  following  inscription  in 
large  letters,  deeply  cut,  and  strongly  gilded. 

Item,  I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  executors  all  my 
worldly  substance,  of  what  na(iu«  or  kind  soever, 
(except  such  part  thereof  as  is  hereinafter  particularly 
devised,)  for  the  following  uses  and  purposes,  tliat  is 
to  say,  to  the  intent  that  they,  or  tne  survivors  or 
survivor  of  them,  his  executors,  or  administrators,  as 
toon  as  conveniently  may  be  after  my  death,  shall  turn 
it  all  into  ready  money,  and  lay  out  tlie  same  in  pur- 
chasing lands  of  inheritance  in  fee  simple,  situate  in 
any  province  in  Ireland,  except  Connaught,  but  as 
near  to  the  city  of  Dublin  as  conveniently  can  be 
found,  and  not  incumbered  with,  or  subject  to,  any 
leases  for  lives  renewable,  or  any  terms,  for  years  longer 
than  thirty-one ;  and  I  desire  that  a  yearly  annuity 
of  20/.  sterling,  out  of  the  annual  profits  of  such  landi^ 
when  purchased,  and  out  of  the  yearly  income  of  my 
■aid  fortune,  devised  to  my  executors,  as  aforesaid, 
until  such  purchase  shall  be  made,  shall  be  paid  to 
Rebecca  Dniglcy,  of  the  city  of  Dublin,  spinster, 
during  her  life,  by  two  equal  half-yearly  paymentj, 
on  the  feast  of  All  Saints,  and  St.  Philip  and  St 
Jacob,  the  first  payment  to  be  made  oii  such  of  the 
said  feasts  as  shall  liappen  next  after  my  death.  And 
that  the  residue  of  the  yearly  profits  of  the  said  lands, 
when  purcliased,  and,  until  such  purchase  be  made,  the 
residue  of  the  yearly  income  and  interest  of  my  said  for- 
tune devised  as  aforesaid  to  my  executors,  shall  be  laid 
out  in  purchasing  a  piece  of  land,  situate  near  Dr. 
Stevens's  hospital ;  or,  if  it  cannot  be  there  had,  some- 
where in  or  near  the  city  of  Dublin,  large  enough  for 
the  purposes  hereinafter  mentioned,  and  in  building 
thereon  an  hospital  large  enough  for  the  reception  of 
as  many  idiots  and  lunatics  as  the  annual  income  of 
the  said  lands  and  worldly  substance  shall  be  sufllcient 
to  maintain ;  and  I  desire  that  the  said  hospital  may  be 
called  St.  Patrick's  Hospital,  and  may  be  built  in  such 
a  manner  that  another  building  may  be  added  unto  it, 
in  case  the  endowment  thereof  shall  be  enlarged;  so 
that  the  additional  building  may  make  the  whole 
edifice  r^^ular  and  complete.  And  my  further  will 
and  desire  is,  that  when  the  said  hospital  shall  be 
built,  the  whole  yearly  income  of  the  said  lands  and 
estate  shall,  for  ever  al^er,  be  laid  out  in  providing 
victuals,  clothing,  medicines,  attendance,  aud  all 
other  necessaries  for  such  idiots  and  lunatics  as  shall 
be  received  into  the  same ;  and  in  repairing  and  en- 
larging the  building  from  time  to  time,  as  tltere  may 
be  occasion.  And,  if  a  sufficient  number  of  idiots 
and  lunatics  catmot  readily  be  found,  1  desire  diat 
incurables  may  be  taken  into  the  said  hospital  to 
supply  such  deficiency ;  but  tiiat  no  person  shall  be  ad- 
mitted into  it  that  labours  under  any  infectious  disease ; 
aud  tliat  all  such  idiots,  lunatics,  and  incurables 
as  shall  be  received  into  the  said  hospital  shall  con- 
stantly live  and  reside  therein,  as  well  in  the  night  as 
in  the  day ;  and  that  the  salaries  of  agents,  receivers, 
officers,  servants,  and  attendants,  to  be  employed  iu 


the  business  of  the  said  hospital,  ahaU  not  in  the  whole 
exceed  one-fifth  part  of  the  clear  yearly  ioconie  « 
revenue  thereof.     And  I  further  desire  that  m j  eie* 
cotors,  the  survivors  or  survivor  of  them,  or  tiie  ban 
of  such,  shall  not  have  power  to  demiae  any  pert  of 
the  said  lands  so  to  be  porchaaed  aa  aHofcsaid,  but 
with  consent  of  the  lord  primate,  the  lord  high^iiaB- 
oellor,  the  lord  archbishop  of  DnUin,  fhm  desn  cf 
Christ-church,  the  dean  of  St.  Fatrick*a,  tlif  pbysiriaii 
to  the  state,  and  the  surgeon-general,  aU  far  the  iamt 
being,  or  the  greater  part  of  them,  under  dicir  bitidi 
in  writing ;  and  that  no  leases  of  any  part  of  the  stid 
lands  shall  ever  be  made  other  than  leases  for  yean  oat 
exceeding  thirty-one,  in  possession,  and  not  in  ver- 
sion or  remainder,  and  not  dispunishable  of  wiste, 
whereon  shall  be  reserved  die  best  and  most  improve} 
rents  that  can  reasonaUy  and   moderately,  withpu 
racking  ^the  tenants,  be  gotten  far  the  same  vkhobt 
fine.     Provided  always,  and  it  is  my  will  and  camot 
desire  that  no  lease  of  any  part  of  the  aaid  lands,  to  to 
be  purchased  as  aforesaid,  shall  ever  be  made  to,  or  'ro 
trust  for,  any  person  any  way  conecmed  in  the  cx^ 
cntion  of  this  trust,  or  to,  or  in  trust  far,  any  penm 
any  way  related  or  allied,  either  by  consangainitf 
or  affinity,  to  any  of  the  persons  who  sihall  at  that  tim 
be  conconed  in  the  execution  oi  this  trust :  and  thst, 
if  any  leases  shall  happen  to  be  made  cuutiaij  to  mr 
intention  above  expressed,  the  same  ^lall  be  uticr!? 
void  and  of  no  effect.    And  I  farther  desire,  nntil  ikie 
charter  hereinafter  mentioned  diall  be  obtainfd,  wt 
executors,  or  the  turvivora  or  sanriror  of  them,  ha 
heirs,  executors,  or  administrators,  shall  not  act  ia  tbe 
execution  of  tliis   trust,    but  with  the  eonsent  tui 
approbation  of  the  said  aeveu  additional   trustceikff 
the  greater  part  of  them,  under  their  banda  in  wriring . 
and  shall,  with  suoh  consent  and  ap|itobation  as  afoc- 
said  have  power,  from  time  to  time,  to  make  mla 
orders^  and  regulations,  for  the  govennBient  and  di- 
rection of  the  said  hospital.    Ai^  1  make  it  ny  re- 
quest to  my  said  ezecuton^  that  tbey  may,  in  okh 
venient  time,  apply  to  his  majesty  for  a  chaitrr  to 
incorporate  them,  or  such  of  them  aa  ahall  be  thm 
living,  and  the  said  additional  trusteea  far  the  bctirr 
management  and  conduct  of  this  charity,  with  a  pe«cr 
to  purchase  lands ;  and  to  supply,  by  dection,  sock 
vacancies  happening  in  the  corponlioo,  aa  shall  not 
be  supplied  by  succession,  and  sueh   otber  pewcn  as 
may  be  thought  expedient  far  the  due  caecotioo  of 
this   trust,   according   to   my  intention    bereinbAsc 
expressed.     And,  when  such  charter  aball  be  obtwonl, 
I  desire  that  my  executota,  or  die  sunrivoia  or  curviver 
of  them,  or  the  heirs  of  such  survivor,  may  amrrj  to 
tlie  use  of  such  corporation  in   fee  aimpic,  for  il» 
purposes  aforesaid,  all  such  lands  and  tenerocots  «i 
shall  be  purcliased,  in  manner  above  mentimied.   Rn* 
vided  always,  and  it  is  my  will  and  intoitioQ,  tba 
my  executon,  until  the  said  charter,  and  aftervsnls 
the  corporation  to  be  hereby  incorporated,  shalL  sot 
of  the  yearly  profits  of  the  said  lands  wben  purchaseii. 
and  out  of  die  yearly  income  of  my  said  fortune  dvfuti 
to  my  executors  as  aforesaid,  until  such  pnrcbse  br 
made,  have  power  to  reimburse  themoeWea  far  all  wA 
sums  of   their  own  money  as  they  shall  neoesBrtiT 
expend  in    the  execution  of  this  trust.     And  tfast, 
until  the  said  charter  be  obtained,  all  acts  which  dall 
at  any  time  be  done  in  die  execution  of  this  trust  br 
the  greater  part  of  my  executon  then  living,  with  tfc^ 
consent  of  the  greater  part  of  the  said  additiooai  (i«- 
tees,  under  their  liaiids  in  writing,  shall  be  as  valid 
and  efl'ectual  as  if  all  my  executors  had  cimcuned  is 
the  same. 

//«in,  Whereas  I  purchased  the  inheritance  of  tbe 
tithes  of  the  parish  of  Kffemoek,  near  Trim,  m  ii» 
county  of  Heath,  for  30U/.  sterling :  I  bequcaf b  tb 
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•aid  tttbei  to  the  vioan  of  Tworacor,  ftr  the  time  being, 
that  it  to  fay,  so  long  as  the  pre«eut  Episcopal  religion 
■hall  continue  to  be  the  national  established  faith  and 
profession  in  this  kingdom :  but,  wheoeTer  any  other 
furra  of  Christian  religion  shall  become  the  established 
faitlk  in  this  kingdom,  I  leave  the  said  tithes  of  Efl'er- 
nock  to  be  bestowed,  as  the  profits  come  in,  to  tlie 
juxa  of  the  said  pari^  of  Laracor,  by  a  weekly  propor- 
tion, and  by  such  other  officers  aa  may  then  IiaTe  tlie 
power  of  distributing  charities  to  the  poor  of  tlie  said 
parish,  while  Christianily  under  any  shape  sliall  be 
tolerated  among  us,  still  excepting  professed  Jew>> 
atheists,  and  infidels. 

Item,  Wliereas  1  have  some  leases  of  certain  houses 
in  Kevin*s-street,  near  tlie  deaaery*house,  built  upon 
tiie  dean  s  ground,  and  one  other  bouse  now  inhabited 
by  Henry  Land,  in  deanery>lane,  alias  Mitre-alley, 
some  of  which  leases  are  let  for  forty*otie  yean,  or 
forty  at  least,  and  not  yet  half  expiiwi,  I  bequeath 
to  Mn.  Martha  Whiteway,  my  lease  or  leases  of  the 
•aid  houses ;  I  also  l)equeaUi  to  the  said  Martha  my 
lease  of  forty  years  of  Goodman  s  Holding,  for  which 
I  rcceire  10/.  per  annum;  which  are  two  houses 
or  more  lately  built :  I  bequeatli  also  to  the  said 
Hartlia  the  sum  of  300/.  sterling,  to  be  paid  her  by 
my  executors  out  of  my  ready  money,  or  bank-bills, 
immediately  after  my  deatli,  as  soon  as  the  executors 
meet  I  leave,  moreover,  to  the  said  Martha,  my 
re{ieatiog  gold  watch,  my  yellow  tortoiseshell  snulf> 
box,  and  her  choice  of  four  gM  I'lngt,  out  of  seven 
which  I  now  poesesi. 

//«Mt,  I  bequeath  to  Mrs.  Mary  Swift,  alias  Harrison, 
daughter  of  the  said  Martha,  my  plain  gold  watch 
made  by  Quare,  to  whom  also  I  give  my  jauau 
writing-desk,  bestowed  to  me  by  my  lady  Worsley, 
mr  square  tortoiseshell  snuflf-box,  richly  lined  and 
inlaid  with  gold,  given  to  me  by  the  right  honourable 
Henrietta,  now  countess  of  Oxford,  and  the  seal  with 
a  Pegasus,  given  to  me  by  the  countess  of  Gcanville. 

lUm,  I  bequeath  to  Mr.  Ffolliot  Whiteway,  eldest 
•on  of  the  aforesaid  Martha,  who  is  bred  to  be  an 
attorney,  the  sum  of  60/.  as  also  5/.  to  be  laid  out 
iu  the  puichase  of  such  law-books  aa  the  honour- 
able Mr.  justice  Lyndsay,  Mr.  Stamiard,  or  Mr. 
M'Aulay  sliall  judge  proper  for  him. 

Item,  I  bequeath  to  Mr.  John  Whiteway,  youngest 
•on  of  the  md  Martha,  who  is  to  be  brought  up  a 
•orgeon,  the  sum  of  100/.  in  order  to  qualify  him  for 
a  surgeon,  but  under  the  direction  of  his  motlier : 
which  said  sum  of  100/.  is  to  be  paid  to  Mrs.  White- 
way,  in  behalf  of  her  said  son  John,  out  of  tlie  arrears 
which  shaU  be  due  to  me  from  my  church  livings,  (ex- 
crept  those  of  the  deanery  titlies,  which  are  now  1^  to 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Wilson,)  as  soon  as  the  said  arrears 
ctui  be  paid  to  my  executon.  I  also  leave  the  said 
John  5/.  to  be  laid  out  in  buying  such  physical 
or  chinirgical  books  as  Doctor  Grattau  and  Mr.  Ni- 
cliols  shall  think  fit  for  htm. 

Item,  I  bequeath  to  Mrs.  Anne  Ridgeway,  now  in 
my  family,  the  profits  of  the  leases  of  two  houses  let  to 
Julm  Cownly  for  forty  Tears,  of  which  only  eight  or 
nine  are  expired,  for  which  the  said  Cownly  payeth  me 
9/.  sterling  for  rent,  yearly.  I  also  bequeath  to  the 
•aid  Anne  the  sum  of  100^  sterluig,  to  he  paid  her  by 
my  executors  in  six  weeks  after  my  decease,  out  of 
whatever  money  or  bank-bills  I  may  possess  wlien  I 
die;  as  also  three  gold  rings,  the  remainder  of  the 
•eren  above  mentioned,  after  Mrs.  Whiteway  hath 
made  her  choice  of  four :  and  aU  my  small  pieces  of 
plate,  not  exceeding  in  weight  one  ounce  and  oue- 
thinl  part  of  an  ounce. 

liem,  I  bequeath  to  my  dearest  friend  Alexander 
Pope,  of  Twickenham,  esq.,  my  picture  in  miniature, 
drawn  by  Zinck,  of  Robert  late  earl  of  Oxford. 
Jum,  I  leave  to  Sdward^  now  carl  of  Oxford,  my 


seal  of  Julius  Cssar,  as  also  another  sral,  supposed  to 
be  a  young  Hercules,  both  very  choice  antiques,  and 
set  in  gold ;  both  which  I  choose  to  bestow  to  Hie  said 
earl,  because  they  belonged  to  her  late  most  excellent 
majesty  queen  Anne,  of  ever  glorious,  immortal,  and 
truly  pious  memory,  the  real  nursing-mother  of  her 
kingdoms. 

//#•»,  I  leave  to  the  reverend  Mr.  James  Stopford, 
vicar  of  Finglass,  my  picture  of  king  Charles  I., 
drawn  by  Vaiidyck,  which  was  given  (o  me  by  the 
said  James ;  also,  my  large  picture  of  birds,  which 
was  given  to  me  by  Thomas,  earl  of  Pembroke. 

//eiN,  I  bequeath  to  the  reverend  Mr.  Roliert  Grat- 
tau, prelientlary  of  St.  Audoen's,my  gold  buttle-screw 
which  he  gave  me,  and  my  stroiig  box,  on  condition  of 
his  giving  the  sole  use  of  the  said  box  to  his  brother. 
Dr.  James  Grattaii,  during  tlie  life  of  the  said  doctor, 
who  hath  more  occasion  for  it,  and  the  second-best 
beaver  hat  I  shall  die  possessed  of. 

Item,  I  bequeath  to  Mr.  John  Grattan,  prebendary 
of  Clonmethan,  my  silver  box  in  which  the  freedom  of 
the  city  of  Cork  was  presented  to  me;  in  which  I 
desire  the  said  John  to  keep  the  tobacco  he  usually 
cheweth,  called  pigtail. 

Item,  I  bequeau  all  my  horses  and  mares  to  the 
reverend  Mr.  John  Jackson,  vicar  of  Santrv,  togetlier 
with  all  my  horse  furniture:  lamenting  tnat  I  had 
not  credit  enough  with  any  chief  governor  (since  the 
change  of  times)  to  get  some  additional  church  prefer- 
ment for  so  virtuous  and  worthy  a  gentleman.  I  also 
leave  him  my  third-best  beaver  liat 

//Ml,  I  bequeath  to  the  reverend  Dr.  Francis  Wil- 
son the  works  of  Plato  in  three  folio  volumes,  the  earl 
of  Clarendons  '  History,*  in  Uiree  fulio  volumes,  and 
my  best  Bible;  together  with  thirteen  small  Persian 
pictures  iu  the  drawing-room,  and  the  small  silver 
tankard  given  to  me  by  the  contribufiou  of  some 
friends,  whose  names  are  engraved  at  the  bottom  of 
the  said  tankard. 

//est,  I  bequeath  to  the  carl  of  Orrery,  tlie  ena- 
melled silver  plates  to  distinguish  bottles  of  wine  by, 
given  to  me  by  his  excellent  lady,  and  the  half-length 
picture  of  tlie  late  counteu  of  Orkney  in  the  drawing- 


room. 


//tfm,  I  bequeath  to  Alexander  M'Aulay,  esq.,  the 
gold  box  in  which  the  freedom  of  the  city  of  Dublin 
was  presented  to  me,  as  a  testimony  of  the  esteem  and 
love  I  have  for  him  on  account  of  his  great  learning, 
line  natural  parts,  unaffected  piety  and  benevolence, 
and  his  truly  honourable  seal  in  defence  of  the  legal 
riglits  of  the  clergy,  in  opposition  to  all  their  unpro- 
voked oppressors. 

liem,  Ji  bequeath  to  Deane  Swift,  esq.,  my  large 
silver  standish,  consisting  of  a  large  silver  plate,  an 
ink-pot,  a  sand- box  and  Iwll  of  the  same  metal. 

//#«■,  I  bequeath  to  Mrs.  Mary  Barber  the  medal 
of  queen  Anne  and  prince  George,  which  slie  formerly 
gave  me. 

Item,  I  leave  to  tlie  reverend  Mr.  John  Worrall  my 
best  beaver  hat. 

//cm,  I  bequeatli  to  tlie  reverend  Dr.  Patrick  Delany 
my  medal  of  queen  Anne  iu  silver,  and  on  the  reverse, 
the  bishops  of  Kugland  kiieeliiig  before  her  most  sacred 
majesty. 

liem,  I  bequeath  to  the  reverend  Mr.  James  King, 
prebendary  of  Tipper,  my  large  gilded  medal  of  king 
Charles  1.,  and  on  the  reverse,  a  crown  of  martyrdom, 
with  other  devices.  My  will,  nevertheless,  is,  that  if 
any  of  the  above>mentioucd  legatees  should  die  before 
me,  that  then,  and  iu  that  case,  the  respective  legacies 
to  them  bequeathed,  sliall  revert  to  myself,  and  become 
again  subject  to  my  disposal. 

lUmy  Whereas  I  have  tlie  lease  of  a  field  in  trust  ibr 
me,  Qommonly  called  the  vineyard,  let  to  the  reverend 
Dr.  Francis  Corbet,  and  the  trust  dccLued  by  the  said 
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doctor ;  the  said  field,  with  tome  land  on  this  side  of  the 
road,  making  in  all  abont  three  acres,  for  which  I  j>ay 
yearly  to  the  dean  and  chapter  of  St  Patrick's  •  *  *  •. 

Whereas  I  have  built  a  strong  wall  round  the  said 
piece  of  ground,  eight  or  nine  feet  high,  faced  on  tlie 
south  aspect  wiih  brick,  which  cost  me  above 
600/.  sterling :  and  likewise,  another  piece  of  ground 
as  aforesaid,  of  half  an  acre,  adjoinmg  the  burial- 
place,  called  the  cabbage-garden,  now  tenanted  by 
William  White,  gardener :  my  will  is,  that  the  ground 
enclosed  by  the  great  wall  may  be  sold  for  the  re- 
mainder of  the  lease,  at  the  highest  price  my  executors 
can  get  for  it,  in  belief  and  hopes  that  the  said  price 
will  exceed  300/.  at  the  lowest  value ;  for  which  my 
successor  in  the  deanery  shall  have  the  first  refusal : 
and  it  is  my  earnest  desire  that  the  succeeding  deans 
and  chapters  may  preserve  the  said  vineyard,  and  piece 
of  land  adjoining,  where  the  said  White  now  liveth,  so 
as  to  be  fdways  in  the  hands  of  the  succeeding  deans 
during  their  ofiice,  by  each  dean  lessening  one-fourth 
of  the  purchase  money  to  each  succeeding  dean,  and 
for  no  more  than  the  present  rent 

And  I  appoint  the  honourable  Robert  Lindsay,  one 
of  the  judg^  of  the  court  of  Common  Pleas;  Henry 
Singleton,  esq.,  prime-seijeant  to  his  n^jesty;  the 
reverend  Dr.  Patrick  Delany,  chancellor  of  St. 
Patrick's;  the  Rev.  Dr.  Fmncis  Wilson,  prebendary 
of  Kilmactolway ;  Baton  Stannard,  esq.,  recorder  of 
the  city  of  Dublin ;  the  Rev.  Mr.  Robert  Grattan, 
prebendary  of  St.  Audoeii*s;  the  Rev.  Mr.  John 
Grattan,  prebendary  of  Clonmethan;  the  Rev.  Mr. 
James  Stopford,  vicar  of  Finglass;  the  Rev.  Mr. 
James  King,  prebendary  of  Tipper ;  and  Alexander 
M'Aulay,  esq.,   my  executors. 

In  witness  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand 
and  seal,  and  published  and  declared  this  as  my  last 
will  and  testament,  this  drd  day  of  May,  1740. 

'  Jonathan  Swift. 

S^nedf  aealedf  and  fnAUthed^  by  tkt  above-named 
Jonathan  Swift,  in  pretence  ^  uMy  tofbo  Aaw  sm6- 
tcribed  mar  nanut  in  his  presence, 

Jo.  Wynne. 
Jo.  Rocbfort 
William  Dunkin. 

Codicil.— In  tike  name  of  6oll.  flmen.  I,  Jona- 
than   Swift,  doctor  in  divinity,  and  dean  of  the 


cathedral  church  of  St  P^Urick*%  Dublin,  being  weak 
in  body,  but  sound  in  mind,  do  make  this  eodieil  part 
of  ray  last  will  and  testament  and  do  appoint  tLii 
writing  to  have  the  same  force  and  efiectfimof. 

Whereas  the  right  honourable  Theophiloi,  lad 
Newtown,  deceased,  did,  by  his  last  will  aod  testa- 
ment, bequeath  unto  Anne  Brent,  a  legacy  of  202. 
sterling  a-year  during  her  life,  in  consideration  of  the 
long  and  fiiithful  service  of  her  the  said  Anne :  And 
whereas  the  said  Anne,  since  the  death  of  tbeaid 
lord  Newtown,  did  intermarry  with  Anthony  Ridg^ 
way,  of  the  city  of  Dublin,  cabinetmaker ;  and  that 
the  said  Anthony  Ridgeway,  and  Anne  his  wife,  ibr 
valuable  considerations,  did  grant  and  assign  unto  me 
the  said  Dr.  Swift,  the  said  annuity  or  rent  chsi^  of 
20/.  sterling  per  annum,  to  hold  to  me,  my  execiUon, 
and  administrators,  during  the  life  of  the  said  Anne, 
and  the  said  Anthony  Ridgeway  being  since  dead : 
now  I,  the  sud  Dr.  Swift,  do  hereby  devise  aird 
bequeath  unto  the  Rev.  Dr.  John  Wynne,  chanUr 
of  St  Patrick's  Dublin,  the  Rev.  Mr.  James  Kin^, 
curate  of  St  Bridget's  Dublin,  and  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Francis  Wilson,  prebendary  of  Kilmactolway,  and  Ibe 
survivor  or  survivors  of  them,  their  beiis,  executcr% 
and  administrators,  the  said  annuity  or  yearly  rent 
charge  of  20L  sterling  per  annum,  devised  oy  the  eid 
lord  Newtown  to  the  said  Anne,  to  have,  receive,  ainl 
enjoy  the  same,  during  the  life  of  the  said  Aime,  td 
the  uses,  intent^  and  purposes  hereinafter  specified ; 
that  is  to  say,  it  is  mv  will,  that  my  said  trustees,  ami 
the  survivor  or  survivors  of  them,  his  and  fiieir  hein 
executors,  and  administrators,  shall  (so  soon  after  tbej 
shall  have  received  the  annuity,  or  any  part  tbereoCas 
conveniently  they  can)  pay  or  cause  to  be  paid  uiitu 
the  said  Anne  Ridgeway  the  said  annuity  of  20/.  ster- 
ling per  annnm,  during  her  life.  In  witness  whereof, 
1,  Uie  said  Dr.  Jonathan  Swift,  have  hereunto  set  ms 
hand  and  seal,  and  published  this  codicil,  as  part  J 
my  last  will  and  testament,  this  5th  day  of  May,  1740. 

Jonathan  Swin. 


S^ned,  aeaiedy  andptMitked,  in 
witnetaed  ihit  eodicU,  m  pretemoe 
tutor, 

John  Lyon. 
William  Dunkin. 
Roger  Kendrick. 
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A  FURTHER   SEARCH   INTO    THE    CONDUCT    OF    THE  ALLIES 
AND  THE  LATE  MINISTRY,  AS  TO  PEACE  AND  WAR; 

CONTAINING  ALSO, 

A  REPLY  TO  THE  SEVERAL  LETTERS  AND  MEMORIALS  OP  THE  STATES-GENERAL; 
WITH  A  VINDICATION  OP  THE  BRITISH  PARLIAMENT  IN  THEIR  LATE  RESOLVES,  AND  ADDRESS 

RELATING  TO  THE  DEFICIENCIES  OP  THE  DtJTCH.    17I«. 


Thk  follotring  tract,  tonaina  the  third  in  the  terie*,  Ttom  the 
p<*n  of  Swift  himaelf.  "  On  the  Conduct  of  the  Allies."  it  now 
for  the  first  time  published  in  a  complete  edition  of  his  works. 
It  was  obtaineil  with  some  trouble  flrom  tlic  larxe  collection  of 
printed  tracts  and  pamphlets,  now  in  course  of  being  catalogued 
in  the  Drittsh  Museum,  through  the  able  and  judicious  instru- 
mentality of  Mr.  Paniui,  the  head  librarian.  It  is  one  only, 
but  an  important  one.  among  the  undoubted  missing  produc- 
tions of  the  celebrated  dean,  now  so  long  a  de»ideratum ;  and 
liesidc*  the  internal  evidence  it  presents  of  genuine  character, 
is  expressly  alluded  to  by  the  author  in  the ''Journal  to  Stella," 
when  speaking  of  his  reaolukiooto  follow  up  his  attacks  on  tha 
Whifcs.  "  It  cost  me,"  he  says,  "  £f .  in  coach  hire  to  dine  with 
a  printer  in  the  City.  I  have  sent,  and  caused  to  be  sent,  thsei 
pamphlets  out  in  a  fortnight ;  I  will  ply  the  rogues  warm  ;  and 
^»  henever  anything  of  theirs  makes  a  noise  it  shall  have  an 
answer."— ^Mcnuf  to  SttlUt,  Lett.  3S,  Oct.  10. 1711. 


The  reception  a  fonoerwork  of  this  kind  has  met  with 
in  the  world,  and  the  little  which  has  been  said  against 
it  OS  to  matters  of  fact,  must  be  acknowledged  to  be  all 
owing  to  the  truth,  coming  with  an  irresistible  force 
u{)on  the  minds  of  men,  and  which  always  carries  its 
own  evidence  along  with  it ;  when  we  have  met  with 
the  enemy  descanting  upon  it,  we  have  heard  them, 
even  in  tite  midst  of  a  thousand  curses  and  hard  names 
which  they  cast  upon  the  author,  yet  at  every  pause  cry 
out.  Damn  the  circumstance !  I  doubt  there  is  too  much 
truth  in  it,  though  I  hate  the  design  of  making  it 
public.  This  makes  it  clear  which  has  often,  and  upon 
many  other  occasions,  been  said,  that  our  late  people 
had  a  kind  of  popery  in  their  politics,  vis.,  that  much 
of  their  success  consisted  in  keeping  the  people  blind 
and  ignorant  in  the  main  and  most  essential  points  of 
th<*ir  affairs,  and  which  it  was  most  necessary  for  them 
to  know ;  that  &ey  were  so  far  from  knowing  what 
linage  they  had  received  abroad  from  their  allies,  that 
IV hen  they  came  to  be  a  little  rightly  informed,  they 
could  not  frame  ideas  of  so  much  knavery  in  their 
h pails,  or  think  it  possible  that  any  people  who  called 
themselves  allies  could  at  the  same  time  carry  them* 
M»Ives  in  such  a  manner  to  those  for  whom  they  had 
made  the  least  professions  of  any  respect,  or  for  whose 
common  safety  they  had  the  least  concern. 

As  the  truth  of  what  has  been  thus  spoken  is  hereby 
acknowledged  and  confessed  by  the  enemy,  which  is 
the  best  kind  of  evidence ;  so  the  seasonableness  of 
making  that  truth  public  in  the  manner  it  hath  been 
l»y  the  former  tract,  and  as  it  shall  or  may  be  in  this, 
in  justified  and  cleared  beyond  all  possibility  of  objec- 
tiuu  by  ttie  late  public  resolutions  of  the  honourable 
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house  of  commons,  where  it  comes  into  the  world  with 
the  sanction  and  authority  of  tlie  great  representative  of 
the  nation ;  it  is  true,  the  particulars  in  the  votes 
amount  to  a  most  excessive  height ;  and  though  it  was 
known  and  believed  by  many  to  be  very  great,  yet  I 
must  confess  few  imagined  them  to  be  so  surprising, 
the  account  so  large,  and  the  particulars  so  many  as 
they  appear  to  be ;  also  one  thmg  is  obtained  by  this 
report  of  the  house  of  commons,  which  the  credit  of  a 
single  author  was  by  no  means  sufficient  for,  viz.,  that 
the  Dutch  had  any  share  in  the  deficiency,  and  in  the 
injuries  which  this  nation  has  suffered  under  the  weight 
of  this  confederacy ;  many  would  be  brought  by  the 
power  of  reasoning  and  the  force  of  demonstrations, 
which  are  things  alVpeople  are  not  equally  furnished  to 
resist;  they  would,  I  say,  be  brought  to  confess,  tliat 
ther^  might  have  been  defects  in  general,  and  tliat  those 
effects  appeared  in  the  affairs  of  the  empire,  the 
Portuguese,  and  such  like — anything  but  the  Dutch  ; 
but  such  an  ascendant  had  the  influence  of  the  politics, 
and  the  confederacy  of  the  late  administration,  with 
the  parties  concerned,  obtained  over  the  people,  that 
though  anything  would  go  down  with  them  against 
other  people,  yet  if  the  dear  Dutch  came  into  the 
dispute,  nothing  could  be  borne  witli,  but  all  tlie  rest 
was  the  pure  effect  of  Jacobitism  and  tlie  French. 

How  fatal  this  has  been  to  us  I  may  hereafler  have 
leisure  to  examine,  and  every  day  is  like  to  discover 
more  and  more  of  it  to  us ;  indeed  all  things  were 
mounted  to  such  a  violent  ]jrepossession  upon  us  in 
favour  of  the  Dutch,  that  we  b^gan  to  think  even  our 
own  constitution'stood  in  need  of  further  security  from 
them,  and  politicly  brought  the  Dutch  into  our 
national  concerns ;  thus  msiking  ourselves  beholden  to 
them  for  a  gtiaraatee  or  safety  to  the  succession  of 
Hanover,  that  this  might  be  a  handle  to  our  doitijp 
other  things  for  them  so  exorbitant  in  their  own  nature, 
as  that  no  nation,  but  such  as  dependetl  upon  them  for 
something  very  weighty  and  significant,  wouhl  ever 
consent  to,  or  could  upon  other  pretence  lie  persuaded 
into;  yet  thu  was  not  all,  for  when  we  hau  brougiit 
our  people  to  stoop  to  so  mean  a  thought  as  that  our 
succession,  ratified  by  both  kingdoms,  and  incor- 
porated b^  both  the  parliaments  of  Kngland  and 
Scotland  m  the  late  solemn  treaty  of  union,  could 
receive  any  addition  of  strength  from  abroad  more 
than  tliat  of  the  interest  and  alliance  of  so  powerful  a 
prince  as  his  electoral  highness  of  Hajiover  and  his 
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allies ;  that  we  stood  in  need  of  that  incoherent  article 
of  a  Dutch  guarantee ;  when  I  lay  we  had  stooped  so 
low  as  to  lerel  our  constitution  to  the  common  notion 
of  leagues  and  treaties  between  other  and  diflering 
nations,  and  that  it  should  receive  a  further  sanction, 
thereby,  it  was  not  hard  then  to  fill  the  heads  of  the 
poor  people  with  a  belief,  that  whoever  made  the  least 
objection  against  anything  hereafter,  which  either  the 
Dutch  might  do  by  us  or  which  we  might  do  by  them, 
acted  therein  against  the  Protestant  succession.  This 
was  a  point  so  well  gained  by  the  Dutch  that,  on  the 
faith  of  a  man,  if  they  gained  it  fur  nothing,  it  was  the 
best  bvgain  they  made  during  the  whole  war ;  and  if 
our  late  managers  granted  it  so  also,  they  must  either 
have  given  up  their  senses  to  the  Dutch,  or  had  most 
despicable  thoughts  of  the  strength  of  Great  Britain, 
and  our  being  able  to  support  our  own  settlement ;  or, 
which  I  speak  most  luiwillingly,  there  must  have  been 
some  private  bargain  driven,  of  which  I  shall  venture 
to  say  no  more,  but  that  I  hope  no  Englishman  could 
be  found  that  would  be  guilty  of  it. 

To  waive  therefore  a  reflection  so  unwelcome,  let  us 
go  back  to  the  observation  before,  viz..  this  tlireefold 
end  we  have  seen  it  answer  to  the  Dutch  ;  what  end  it 
will  ever  answer  to  us  remains  a  mystery,  and  will 
in  all  probability  remain  so  for  many  years  to  come  if 
not  fur  ever ;  the  ends  which  I  say  it  answered  for  the 
Dutch  were  three : — 

I.  The  barrier  treaty,  which,  with  the  separate 
article,  was  joined  as  the  advance  money  of  a  loan  by 
wa^  of  what  our  people  called  prompt-payment,  and 
which  the  Dutch  had  tiie  confidence  to  palm  upon  us 
as  a  small  matter,  and  a  thing  due  to  them  for  the 
great  kindness  done  for  us  by  them  in  taking  upon 
them  to  secure  our  succession.  I  am  not  ignorant  of 
that  weak  and  foolish  use  which  the  enemies  of  peace 
made  of  that  objection  spoken  of  in  the  other  fore- 
mentioned  tract,  p.  21,  viz.,  "  Tliat  it  may  not  be  right, 
in  point  of  policy  or  good  sense,  that  a  foreign  power 
should  be  called  in  to  confirm  our  succession  by  way 
of  guarantee,  but  only  to  acknowledge  it,  otherwise  we 
put  it  out  of  the  power  of  our  own  legislature  to  change 
our  succession,  without  the  consent  of  that  prince  or 
state  who  is  guarantee.  However,  our  posterity  may 
hereafter,  by  the  tyrarmy  and  oppression  of  any  suc- 
ceeding princes,  be  reduced  to  the  fatal  necessity  of 
breaking  in  upon  the  excellent  and  happy  settlement 
now  in  force/* 

This  by  all  means  they  will  have  as  an  aim  taken 
for  the  pretender,  as  if,  because  we  ought  not  to  put  it 
out  of  the  power  of  our  legislature  to  limit  the  suc- 
cession, whatever  necessity  may  happen,  even  when 
this  race  may  be  all  in  their  graves,  that  therefore  we 
have  an  immediate  alteration  of  the  succession  in  our 
view ;  these  people  who  contend  Uius  forget  the  mighty 
noise  we  have  had  from  them  about  parliamentary 
limitations,  a  word  the  Whigs  have  made  so  sacred 
that  it  has  been  like  the  Magna  Charta  of  their 
liberties,  and  with  which  they  run  down  the  hereditary 
right  of  their  princes,  as  if  there  had  been  nothing  at 
all  in  it  but  tyranny  and  arbitrary  government,  till  at 
length  it  was  happily  discovered,  that  Uiey  were  very 
well  consistent  together ;  and  that  they  who  best  under- 
stood hereditary  right  had  proved  it  to  be  agreeable  to 
parliamentary  limitation,  and  then  all  was  well  again. 
But  after  all  this  bustie,  was  it  to  be  imagined  that  the 
nme  people  oould  so  easily  give  up  the  parliament  s 
right  of  limiting  the  succession  to  a  foreign  nation ; 
and  by  making  a  league  of  guarantee  for  the  succession 
legitimate  the  impertinence  of  strangers,  who  may  here- 
after meddle  with  our  constitution,  and  may  tell  a 
British  parliament  they  have  no  power  to  alter  or 
meddle  with  the  settlement  of  the  crown,  for  that  it  is 
already  settied,  and  they  are  guarantees  of  it?    What 


has  been,  may  be ;  and  what  may  be,  may  be  supposid 
to  be.  If  then  any  of  the  family  of  Hanover  shfwld 
tyrannise,  or  abdicate,  or  the  same  or  like  ciicnm- 
stances  should  happen  as  have  happened  before,  tk 
parliament  would  be  disabled  from  declaring  tbr 
throne  vacant  and  filling  up  the  same  with  such  cAxt 
of  the  family  as  they  find  convenient ;  which,  acoorJ- 
ing  to  all  the  Whig  principles  which  we  have  so  oAm 
heard  of,  is  inseparable  from  the  caastitatioD.  and 
much  more  sacred  than  anything  which  has  Ura 
hereditary  in  the  world.  I  do  not  incline  to  awxm 
these  papers  with  the  popular  disputes  which  hi\t 
troubled  the  world  so  much  and  so  long  about  tLr 
diflference  between  hereditary  and  parliamentary  riftit: 
how  far  they  are  the  same,  or  which  is  best  funoibt*) 
with  authorities  and  originals,  whether  of  divine  «r 
civil  right.  It  is  enough  to  take  bold  here  of  titr 
Whigs'  own  argument,  and  aUowrng  all  they  btr« 
said  on  this  head  to  be  orthodox,  whether  it  ipjUv  br 
so  or  no,  it  must  necessarily  follow  thai  this  porlit- 
mentary  right  cannot,  or  ought  not  to  be  given  oat  i'' 
our  hands,  and  put  by  a  treaty  into  the  hau^  <' 
foreigners;  so  that  it  shall  be  in  their  power  ti  pc-' 
their  negative  into  our  next  limitation  of  the  cnrnn.  V 
tliis  be  not  to  give  away  our  liberties,  I  would  be  cUu 
to  know  what  it  is  to  keep  them ;  if  there  be  uy 
choice  of  tyrants,  and  if  it  weighs  anything,  vha  ^ 
privileges  are  given  up,  who  is  it  they  should  be  gWa 
up  to  ?  I  confess  myself  more  willing  to  be  a  sUw  >t 
home  than  abroad,  and  to  be  tyrannised  on  by  s  prbr* 
of  our  own  than  by  a  foreign  nation  ;  and  if  there  ««** 
no  other  reason  for  that  than  this,  it  would  be  ru&- 
cient  to  justify  the  choice,  viz.,  that  diere  are  »sr 
ways  to  avoid  the  mischief  of  it,  that  an  oppre»«>t7i 
prince  has  sometimes  changed  bis  mettaures,  or  be  iu.t 
he  restrained,  or  may  die,  and  thereby  a  natiun  msy  ^* 
delivered ;  but  such  a  convention  as  this,  made  viti  i 
foreign  nation,  engages  tliat  whole  nation,  upiw  a^ 
occasions,  to  embark  itself  and  its  whole  stmt^  >> 
defence  of  the  capitulation  agreed  on  ;  and  thus  It  tL:< 
method  the  power  of  parliament  in  future  limiw:<B)< 
of  tile  crown  seems  to  be  effectually  given  op.  Ho«  tbr 
Whigs  would  have  liked  this  doctrine  if  it  had  onM 
from  any  one  but  themselves  may  be  best  gufsni  J 
by  the  warmth  thev  showed  about  the  league,  sud  u  K 
made  by  the  late  king  James  and  the  king  of  Fruicr. 
which  put  this  whole  nation  into  a  flame ;  and  with  !?»«^ 
reason  so  far  as  that  league  appeared  ;  for  what  na  >• 
or  what  could  we  imagine  it  to  be,  but  a  tsmj  - 
guarantee  with  the  French,  for  the  securing  the  cQ'- 
cession  of  popeiy  in  England  f  Whereas  the  idtl^-c 
the  religion  and  liberties  of  this  nation  was  the  un- 
doubted right  of  the  people  in  parliament,  and  » ^^ 
the  same  rule  must  tne  succession  of  our  prioret  l«- 
The  sum  of  all  this  is  tiiat  by  the  Whigs*  own  arfusm^ 
and  their  own  principles,  which  they  have  always  ^ 
fessed  and  adhered  to^and  by  tiie  same  rule  fvomv^irii 
they  acted  in  the  Revolution,  the  accepting  a  guartt'-^ 
for  the  securing  the  succession  of  the  crown  of  '-^ 
kingdom  to  any  family,  or  branch  of  a  family,  fs£<.  ^ 
line  whatsoever,  is  no  less  than  giving  up  the  jri^ik.'c* 
of  the  people,  and  divesting  the  parliament  of  ^ 
power  of  limiting  the  succession  to  the  crown. 

It  may  be  remembered  that  in   the  late  trmtr  I'i 
union  with  Scotland  some  secret  overtures  wei«  is«^- 
to  have  engaged  the  Dutch  to  be  guaanteei  of  ^-J^ 
treaty;  and  though  that  proposal  seoned  to  coov  frc-a 
such  hands  as  gave  reason  to  believe  it  was  ta^t  > 
design  to  destroy  than  Kcure  the  mid  trrtsj,  <*» 
Dutch  having  at   that  time  discoveccd   wiUioeix^ 
enough  to  have  prevented  the  conclusion  of  that  Ui  • ' 
yet  iSioae  that  knew  anything  of  the  reaeutmrat  at  u- 
time  here  against  that  pro[wsal,  as  disbooMualtk  : 
England  and  destructive  of  the  congtkntiflp  of  boc 
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cingdomf,  would  wmider  that  ever  the  nine  miniftiy 
ihould  10  far  change  their  notione  as  to  admit  the  Mme 
guarantee  in  eo  nice  au  ofioir  oi  the  sucoeaeioD  to  their 
iwn  crown,  which  diey  rejected  with  coutempt  in  a 
xeaty  with  the  neighbouring  nation. 

iSecoodiy,  another  end  answered  hy  this  treaty  of 
guarantee,  was  giving  an  opportunity  to  the  Dutch  to 
)lay  their  own  game  witn  us  with  respect  to  other 
reaties,  (quotas,  proportions  of  payments,  ships,  troopsi 
md  the  hke ;  of  .this  so  much  has  been  said  alreaay, 
ind  is  j'et  like  to  be  said  further  in  public,  that  J 
ball  need  say  the  less  to  it  here,  my  design  being  rather 
o  justify  the  resentment  all  honest  men  entertain  at 
he  mean  politics  and  submissions  of  our  people  here, 
Liid  to  show  the  necessity  of  taking  wiser  for  the  future, 
hail  tu  animate  people  against  any  of  our  confederates. 

I  am  OS  forward  as  any  to  agree  that  the  adroDtages 
»f  a  strict  union  among  the  confederates  are  very  great, 
iwi  that,  as  her  majesty  expressed  it,  the  interest  of  the 
tates  of  Holland  be  looked  upon  as  our  own :  and  this 
ly  110  means  hinders  us  from  desiiinf  that  the  Dutch 
hould  use  us  well,  should  show  a  reciprocal  kindness, 
md  should  act  widi  a  mutual  concern  for  the  geneial 
•^nftfdenited  interest,  and  that  we  should  not  be  willing 
o  see  them  impose  upon  us  in  any  of  those  particulars, 
»r  be  easy  and  submit  quietly  to  it  when  &ey  do;  and 
his  is  so  much  justice  that  none  can  object  against, 
ind  what  is  the  best,  if  not  the  only  way  to  cultivate 
md  maintain  that  friend^p  and  good  understanding 
m  both  sides,  which  is  so  much  the  interest  of  the  con- 
ederacy  in  general,  and  of  the  Dutch  themselTes  in 
larticular.  They  who  contend  that  the  inquiring  into 
hese  things  seems  to  show  a  disregard  to  the  con- 
isderacy  in  geneml,  or  to  the  several  parties  concerned 
n  particular,  seem  to  make  severer  satires  upon  the 
!>utch  than  they  are  aware  of.  The  deficiencies  of 
he  performance  they  cannot  deny,  the  want  of  a  due 
egard  then  to  the  confederacy  must  certainly  lie  rather 
II  those  that  have  been  the  cause  of  those  deficiencies 
han  those  that  have  not ;  for  who  are  most  justly  to 
»e  charged  with  slighting  and  disregarding  the  mutual 
nterest  of  the  confederacy,  they  that  have  failed  in  the 
verformonce  of  the  conditions,  or  they  that  complain 
*f  it  in  order  to  have  them  perfonnedY  Britain  has 
til  along  shown,  by  a  seal  fatal  to  herself,  her  willing 
teta  to  push  on  the  war  with  all  imaginable  vigour, 
n  order  to  which,  when  her  deficient  allies,  having 
e^  concern  for  the  general  good,  have  run  the  venture 
if  miscarriage  to  shorten  their  expense,  Britain,  as  if 
he  whole  charge  of  the  war  had  been  her  due  to  pay, 
las  zealously  supplied  both  their  quotas  and  her  own ; 
vhilc  she  was  willing  to  do  thus,  her  confederates 
laily  increased  their  deficiencies  and  her  •expense,  as 
hey  might  very  well  do  finding  her  so  easy ;  and  while 
lip  was  willing  to  sit  still  and  see  herself  thus  used,  it 
vas  very  remarkable  how  augmentations  and  increase 
if  forces  was  every  year  proposed  by  the  confederates, 
IS  well  in  Flanders  as  in  Spain,  and  none  so  forward 
m  the  emperor  himself  to  mcrease  the  quotas  of  the 
nM>)M  and  the  charges  of  the  war  upon  tne  rest  of  his 
roiifWlerates,  quietly  waiting  for  their  supplying  ad- 
lit  ionol  troops,  and  taking  care  to  have  very  few  of 


(IS  own. 


While  we  submitted  to  all  these  things  the  war  went 
(uietly  on,  but  whether  so  successfully  or  no  as  it 
nit^ht  have  done  if  the  allies  had  answered  what  we 
iA(l  reason  to  expect  from  them,  is  left  for  them  to 
iimwpr.  At  last  the  British  court,  entering  into  a  more 
larrow  inspection  of  things,  have  not  thought  fit  so 
ralmly  to  sufler  the  weight  of  the  war  to  lie  heavier 
ipfin  uue  shoulder  than  another,  and  though  equally 
viUiiig  to  bear  their  shaie  of  the  Irarden,  yet  not  forward 
o  carry  that  load  which  ought  to  lie  upon  other 
ihoulden.     They  are  now  calling  upon  tkeir  can« 


federates  to  consider  a  little  the  iustiee  of  their  several 
treaties,  and  to  look  bock  and  see  what  tliey  are 
obbged  to  do,  if  they  expect  the  war  should  be  carried 
on  any  further;  if  they  are  diffident  of  the] success  of 
these  remonstrances  from  their  experience  how  fruitless 
the  like  have  been  before,  and  have  therefore  at  the 
same  time  embraced  the  occasion  that  has  offered 
towards  putting  an  end  to  the  war  by  an  honourable 
peace,  they  will  be  justified  in  it  before  all  the  world, 
both  now  and  for  ever ;  when  it  shall  be  at  the  same 
time  nndemtood  in  what  manner  and  for  how  many 
years  this  war  has  been  carried  on,  nor  can  the  artifices 
of  an  advene  porty  among  us  delude  many  in  their 
suggesting  to  the  world  that  the  government  here  is  in 
the  interest  of  France,  since  they  can  have  no  other 
reason  to  back  that  suggestion  than  that  they  were  not 
willing  to  carry  on  a  war  upon  unequal  terms,  and  in 
a  confederacy  with  allies  who  would  not  perform  their 
own  oonditions,  and  in  which  those  who  expected  the 
greatest  advantages  from  it  paid  the  least  part  of  the 
expense  towards  it. 

Thirdly,  the  third  end  which  this  general  complaint 
against  a  peace  has  been  calculated  to  answer,  and 
which  their  party  has  taken  care  to  make  as  popular  at 
they  can,  is  a  general  notion  that  those  who  an  for  a 
peace  do,  it  with  a  design,  by  the  assistance  of  France^ 
to  introduce  the  pretemler ;  however  weak  and  incon- 
sistent such  a  coneequence  may  be,  nothing  is  mora 
certain  than  that  many  innocent  and  well-meaninf 
people  have  been  prevailed  upon  to  believe  it;  and 
&on^  the  improbabilities  of  the  thing  in  its  own 
nature,  and  the  steadv  setd  of  the  persons  who  they 
charge  with  it,  and  who  have  all  along  in  a  conne  of 
many  years  testified  their  abhorrence  of  that  interest, 
and  taken  such  steps  against  it  as  have  been  most 
effectual  to  the  cutting  off  all  hope  both  from  him  and 
his  party,  might  suffice  to  any  reasonable  psople ;  yet 
this  seems  to  be  one  of  those  difficulties  tbat  can  be 
solved  only  by  a  little  patience  and  time;  to  those 
who  will  be  convinced  by  argument,  it  seems  sufficient 
that  our  putting  a  stop  to  a  war  which  we  carried  on 
at  so  much  disadvantage,  and  which  had  in  view  rather 
an]  utter  impoverishing  ^e  nation  than  a  timely  re- 
ducing our  enemies  to  reason,  however,  was  not  only 
necessary  on  many  other  accounts,  but  greatly  our 
advantage  on  this  account  in  especial  manner,  that 
thereby  we  might  be  left  in  a  condition  to  defend  our 
constitution,  and  to  preserve  power  to  maintain  our 
succession,  as  our  parliament  hod  thought  fit  to  limit 
it,  without  the  help  of  the  Dutch,  and  without  being 
put  to  so  weak,  so  scandalous,  and  so  dishonourable  a 
shift  as  to  accept  of  the  guarantee  of  foreign  states  to 
preserve  our  own  acts  of  parliament. 

When  I  look  fHirther  into  this  scandalous  thing 
called  a  guarantee  for  our  succession,  methinks  it  re- 
presents to  me  our  people  on  their  knees  to  the  Dutch, 
for  the  mighty  favour  of  their  taking  us  into  their  high 
and  mighty  protection ;  and,  indeed,  when  this  is  com- 
pared with  the  manner  with  which  tlie  states  of  Holland 
carried  on  the  Qeertruydenbergh  treaty,  wherein  the 
making  a  peace  for  us  was  also  left  wholly  to  or  en- 
grossed by  the  states  of  Holland,  the  thing  seems  very 
much  of  a  piece.  The  barrier  treaty  also  has  much  of 
the  same  manner  in  it,  which  being  handled  at  large 
by  itself,  I  mj  no  more  to  here.  I  have  observed  that 
at  the^time  when  we  began  to  talk  here  of  peace,  and 
when  the  French  articles  began*  to  appear,  we  wera 
mightily  amused  with  the  Dutch'  making  offers  that 
they  would  take  away  the  excuse  from  us  of  want  of 
money  or  credit,  and  the  Dutch  would  advance  to  us 
four  millions  sterling,  to  encourage  us  to  carry  on  tlie 
war.  That  the  Dutch  made  such  an  offer  publicly  in 
form  is  known  to  be  a  'mistake,  hut  that  the  Dutch 
night  be  wiUtiig  to  lend,  or  to  'give  as  mudi  as  that 
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amountf  to  to  have  the  sole  direction  of  making  the 
peace,  that  ao  their  particular   interest   which  they 
nerer  forget,  might  be  principally  provided  for,  thii 
there  can  be  no  greater  question  of;  and  the  Dutcii 
are  not  without  cunning  enough  to  make  it  k)  well 
worth  their  while  as  that  such  a  sum  of  money  should 
not  be  ill  laid  out.    But  those  people  should  do  well 
to  consider  two  or  three  things  which  lie  hid  in  this 
notion  of  the  Dutch  lending  us  so  much  money,  and 
which  by  way  of  corollary  may  be  of  great  use  to  us 
in  the  understanding  of  other  parts  of  management  on 
that  side.     (1.)  That  if  the  States  of  Holland  for  the 
carrying  on  the  war  could  spore  us  so  much  money  to 
encourage  us  that  we  might  not  make  a  peace  without 
them,  though  tliat  has  not  yet  been  thought  of,  then, 
however,  all  they  thought  fit  to  say  in  former  times  of 
their  being  impoverished  and  exhausted,  and  not  in  a 
condition  to  pay  their  quotas,  must  be  a  manifest  fraud 
and  cheat,  and  must  be  with  design  to  put  upon  us  the 
necessity  of  carrying  it  on  upon  unequal  conditions; 
and  this  they  could  not  have  entertained  a  thought  of 
without  first  being  sensible  that  they  liad  us  at  so  much 
advantage  as  that  they  knew  whenever  they  thought 
fit  to  ease  their  own  charge  they  might  put  the  hard- 
■hip  upon  us.     (2.)  Since  it  was  obtauied  by  the  acts 
of  their  other  conduct  that  the  Dutch  had  the  sole  di- 
rection of  the  peace,  it  followed  then  that  we  were 
under  an  obligation  to  carry  on  the  war  at  their  bidding, 
from  whence  it  was  most  natural  to  believe  that  they 
were  not  dark*sighted  enough  not  to  make  their  other 
advantages.     (3.)  These  things  make  it  no  longer  a 
mystery  why  the  Dutch  would  advance  any  sum  of 
money  for  the  encouraging  us  to  carry  on  the  war, 
because  it  followed  tliat  we  should  carry  it  on  under 
the  same  inequalities  and  disadvantages  which  we  did 
before ;  but  now  these  things  are  detected,  and  if  we 
should  come  to  a  necessity  of  carrying  on  the  war, 
which  God  forbid,  yet  tliat  it  should  l>e  more  than 
probable  we  may  not  only  demand  that  they  begin 
upon  a  new  foot,  and  make  up  all  their  quotas  for  the 
time  to  come,  but  olso  may  call  upon  tliem  for  what 
IS  past ;  also  it  is  more  than  probable  that  they  may 
then  plead  poverty  with  us,  as  they  did  before,  and 
talk  no  more  of  the  great  sums  they  would  lend  us. 
(4.)  Tliere  is  yet  another  remark  to  be  made  upon  this 
head,  viz.  of  the  Dutch  advancing  such  great  sums  of 
money  to  us:  we  have  never  found  but  these  sums 
were  to  be  all  lent  upon  good  parliamentary  security, 
and  on  the  interest  current  in  England,  and  we  might 
not  be  thought  ungrateful  to  the  lenders,  if  we  asked 
tliem  where  was  the  advantage  of  all  that ;  was  it  to  us 
or  to  themselves  f    Tliey  must  not  know  the  Dutch  so 
well  as  we  have  reason  to  know  them,  who  expect  to 
find  them  ever  forgetful  of  tlieir  own  interest  in  any 
proposal  they  may  make.     It  is  true  we  have  com- 
plained of  our  being  impoverislied  and  exhausted,  and 
not  in  a  condition  to  carry  on  the  war,  especially  at 
the  rate  which  it  hath  been  carried  on  at,  without  great 
inconveniences,  and  involving,  mortgaging  and  antici- 
pating for  us  and  our  posterity,  at  a  rate  which  neitlier 
are  like  to  see  the  end  of :  but  what  is  our  defect  ?    We 
do  not  want  lenders  but  funds  to  borrow  upon ;  we  have 
usurers  enough  among  us  to  devour  uh,  we  want  no 
help  from  the  Dutch,  we  are  not  witliout  a  sort  of  men 
among  us  who,  having  little  or  no  interest  in  the  free- 
hold, have  amassed  infinite  sums  of  money  in  cash, 
witli  which  they  trade  upon  tlie  rest,  and  live  upon  the 
blood  and  vitals  of  the  government;   these,  like  the 
eagles  where  the  carcase  falls,  gather  together,  and  if 
the  parliament  can  but  find  funds,  though  they  boost 
of  having  the  power  of  credit  in  themselves,  and  often 
think  of  making  themselves  formidable  by  threatening 
the  government  that  they  will  lend  no  money,  and  that 
they  cau  ruin  the  public  aedit  by  refusing  to  advance 


their  money,  yet  they  can  no  man  forbear  than  a 

vnhure  can  forbear  his  prey ;  the  funds  are  the  cur^^t 

they  feed  on ;  they  are  as  hungry  for  tfaem  as  a  lion  tluJ 

has  been  hunting  and  found  no  food,  and  ia  spitr  ^' 

their  faith  often  pledged  to  their  party  and  frien.1^  tu 

run   down  credit  and  lend    no   monry,  let  hat  tbe 

ministry  find  a  fund,  and  the  parliament  estakliih  a 

lottery,  or  subscription,  or  loan,  and  they  arc  r«s*ly  to 

trample  one  another  to  death  to  get  in  their  injiir>. 

So  that  after  all  that  hath  been  said  of  the  Duici. 

lending  us  money,  we  see  nothing  to  be  said  to  it  l^.' 

what  was  said  in  answer  to  some  baDtering  lioei  in  tir 

time  of  king  Charles  II.  made  upon  the  king,  vbci 

his  majesty  by  repartee  answered  himself  thos  >— 

"  Charles  at  this  lime  having  no  ae«d« 
Thanks  you  as  mnch  as  if  be  did/* 

It  is  apparent  in  otur  case  we  want  no  lendcn;  «r 
have  been  devoured  with  harpies  already,  who  thiU 
as  no  doubt  the  Dutch  would  also  think,  and  pirUj^ 
say  too,  that  the  borrower  is  servant  to  tlie  lender.  Do' 
we  must  acknowledge  we  want  funds  to  boim«.  ^i 
where  to  find  them,  such  excepted  as  will  phu^f  » 
yet  fiirther  and  further  into  a  gulph,  whence  uu  U 
than  a  hundred  years  can  redeem  ua,  is  past  Uk  ?k 
of  the  best  advocates  for  a  war  to  find  out;  i»Wwi  I 
cannot  but  wonder  that,  in  all  the  noiae  the  iMi'.ij.' 
have  made  at  these  things,  they  have  iiot  desccx^if^  ' 
one  argument  against  the  difiiculty  of  raising  fuo-* 
they  have  indeed  told  us  great  things,  a  h  g^cnti^ 
that  ,there  are  funds  enough — that  England  is  «>'<; 
rich — ^that  there  is  money  enough — ^that  we  can  witb  tv 
carry  on  the  war  this  seven  years,  and  such  rbod<^i«»- 
tade  that  they  have  surfeited  the  people  with  ii  Vr 
some  time ;  but  we  do  not  see  one  of  them  that  ,^ 
any  scheme  how,  and  upon  what  destructive  nnu*t> 
fund,  this  money  may  be  raised,  that  the  people  nu) 
judge  whether  what  is  alleged  be  true,  yea  or  no;  »^' 
whether  those  funds  they  shall  so  ]»opoae  shall  uwt  tr 
as  fatal  to  the  general  good  as  tboae  that  havr  t** 
before;   with  such  fallacious  ways    have  the  {.k^i' 
been  managed  till  they  have  led  them  on  to  the  leu  ^ 
of  inevitable  ruin ;  and  now,  as  if  it  were  not  en-  -u 
that  tlie  nation  hath  for  so  many  years  been  op|«nv* 
by  the  war,  through  the  negligence  or  knavery  uf '  -* 
confederates,  we  are  modestly  desired  to  }«oc«<d  i^i  "•* 
war  upon  the  same  foot.    I  confess  this  among  our ;  ^ 
people  is  a  sign  of  some  national  stupidity  aiid  ^i^^^- 
ness  which  one  would  liardly  think  possible;  bui  >•( 
our  neighbours,  whether  the  8tat«-general  or  tith«^  = 
desire  it,  seems  to  smell  of  somethmg  we  want  a  wvi 
for  in  our  tongue,   and  may  be  better  expre«i>i  : 
French  by  merveiileux  gurpreftant,  and  the  li^'-  ' 
must  needs  say  I  hove  not  yet  met  with  any  iiuo  *^ 
weak  but  what  begins  to  feel  the  force  of  this  s-r-; 
meut  enter  into  his  soul.  If  the  allies  have  not  yexif^^ 
according  to  their  agreement,  they  should  be  ivma-'ir' 
of  it ;  and  if  we  cannot  prevail  with  tliem  to  tn^r «.' 
former  defects,  we  ought  at  least  to  be  careful  itut  i:<^ 
comply  punctually  for  the  time  to  come.    C^  -  ' 
people  L^  so  besotted  to  a  party  as  to  expect  iv  «i«'  ^ 
that  a  nation  already  impoverished  by  ths  uu^f  ^ 
positions  of  her  allies,  and  not  able  to  carry  v^  'Y 
war  on  the  terms  slie  hath  done  for  some  time.  sb^>' 
not  insist  upon  more  justice  for  the  future,  tb^t  *^' 
may  be  able  to  hold  it  outf 

Neither  is  tliis  an  unnecessary  argument  at  thl«  tiu-f. 
for  if  we  can  carry  on  this  war  at  the  expense  q(  ^l'<' 
millions  and  a  half  yearly,  instead  of  seven.  thr.i  *<' 
are  better  able  to  go  on  two  yean  upon  the  squan*  ■  • 
our  allies,  than  one  year  upon  the  unequal  ftMUiJj  • 
we  have  gone  upon  all  along;  so  that  tu  tsmr  ' 
allies  to  do  us  justice,  and  to  exert  themsrlrt^  (•'  -' 
uttermost  in  carrying  on  the  war,  is  the  trat«t  auJ  («^ 
step  towards  the  main  pointy  vis.,  of  carrying  it  <•''   ' 
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vre  are  anured  we  iliall  no  more  be  imposeil  upon :  if 
wr  Fee  the  full  quotas  of  troops  in  the  field,  the  full 
uuniltore  of  shipe  in  the  Metliterraneait,  and  all  things 
ill  readiness  in  time,  and  fit  for  action;  if  anytiiing 
Hill  revive  the  drooping  spirits  of  the  nation  it  naust 
)k>  this;  it  must  be  that  they  have  some  hojies  of  not 
lieing  cheate<i  again,  and  that  the  powerful  assistance 
of  tlic  allies  will  be  a  means  of  putting  a  happy  and 
s]N>edy  end  to  the  war  that  a  safe  peace  may  follow  : 
and  it  is  easy  to  find  that  nothing  but  this  will  do  it; 
nothlug  else  can  persuade  an  exliausted  nation  to  bleed 
.-tiK'w  but  some  assurance  that  tliey  shall  not  be  suf> 
tVred  by  their  allies  to  bleed  to  death — that^there  shall 
1 K!  some  end  of  their  sorrows  and  miseries,  and  tliat 
c'vcry  hand  is  fairly  engaged  in  bringing  things  to  a 
happy  end. 

But  tliese  tilings  seem  to  call  for  no  further  remark 
from  us :  they  are  so  natural  and  plain  in  themselves 
th  It  every  child  in  these  aftairs  may  understand  them ; 
for  if  we  roust  carry  on  the  war,  it  must  be  needful  that 
wesnfl'er  ourselves  to  be  no  more  abused  by  our  allies; 
i  f  we  are  not  to  expect  justice  from  our  allies,  then  we 
must  be  unaccountably  besotted  if  we  carry  on  the 
war ;  nay,  though  a  worse  peace  were  to  follow  tliau 
Ikt  majesty  hath  good  reason  to  expect  from  the  ne- 
gotiations now  on  foot 

But  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  inquire  here  what  pros- 
l>ent  there  appears  of  these  things,  and  what  hopes  our 
allies  do  put  us  in,  of  expecting  for  tlie  future  better 
treatment ;  and  that  in  pursuit  of  the  war  they  will  go 
on   ii|)on  a  different  foot  from  that  which  ^ey  have 
liitherto  gone  upon;  for  if  tliere  was  but  some  appear- 
iiiire  of  an  amendment  for  the  future,  it  might  be  some 
I'ncouragement  to  us  to  think  of  prosecuting  the  en* 
suing  cam|)aigu8  with  more  comfort?  but  instead  of 
tljis,  all  we  yet  see  amounts  to  little  that  way,  for  at 
fionic  all  the  fruit  of  the  discovery  shows  only  a  kind 
[)f  rei;r«t  that  it  is  made  public,  an  inward  fretting  that 
lie  fact  is  too  obvious,  to  that  they  cannot  contradict 
it.  and  an  envious  warmth  at  the  justice  done  their 
^wii  country  in  it,  liecause  it  touches  upon  the  states* 
general,  as  if  to  touch  them  were  fatal  to  us  all ;  and 
|K*rhaiis  it  may  indeed  be  fatal  to  some  projects  the 
[larty  liad  set  on  foot  here,  destructive  enough  to  tlie 
liberty  of  their  country,  and  of  which  a  little  time  may 
i^ive  us  a  further  view.     This  is  clear,  that  in  all  the 
-eply  we  have  here  to  the  detecting  the  hard  usage  we 
lave  met  witli  from  our  allies  issues  in  exclamations 
It  (Hir  exposing  the    Dutch,  and   falling   upon   the 
Otitcl),  8|>readiug  reports  tliat  we  desigti  to  fall  out 
vttb   tlie  Dutch,  ami  tliat  we  are  for  a  peace  with 
Kniiice,  and  a  war  with  tlie  Dutch;   as  if  we  must 
cfraiti  a  due  inspection  into  our  own  atlairs  for  fear  of 
he  eflects  it  will  or  may  have  upon  the  Hollanders ; 
t  is  no  less  the  duty  of  every  faithful  representative  to 
iiquire  how  other  nations  may  impose  upon  the  people, 
uiu  waste  and  destroy  us,  tlian  it  is  how  we  are  em- 
>e/.7.Ied  at  home,  for  every  breach  of  treaty  is  in  this 
:iud  a  depredation  upon  the  people;  and  it  is  most 
cajioiiable  that  when  they  have  thus  discovered  the 
i  Aud,  aiid  by  who,  as  well  as  by  what  means  tlie  nation 
s  exhausted  and  worn  out,  tliey  should  so  far  expose 
li<?  matters  of  fact,  and  the  persons,  tliat  the  ixfople 
nay   know  by  what  means  they  are  impoverished; 
his  bath  hecu  the  constant  method  and  usage  of  par- 
iumeiita,  and  the  members  of  parliament  coidd  not 
i:ivc   discharged   the  trust  they  have  committed   to 
li4'tn  by  the  people  they  represent  if  they  had  omitted 
t .      Nor  can  this  be  called  exposing  the  Dutch ;  tliey 
ay  o]x>ii  the  truth :  if  that  exposes  tlie  Dutch,  or  any 
itber  {KMsons  or  states,  the  misfortune  is  their  own  to  be 
i.ihlc  t(>  such  a  charge;  but  let  such  people  answer 
.V  liat  they  would  have  had  the  house  of  commons  have 
lowi  when,  upon  inquiry  into  the  state  of  the  war 


they  found  that  we  had  not  been  fairly  used  hy  the 
confederates ;  if  they  had  held  their  peace,  had  they 
not  been  criminally  silent  ?  had  tliey  not  betrayetl  their 
country  ?  had  they  not  been  accessory  to  all  tlie  frauds 
of  the  like  kind  which  should  have  happened  for  the 
future  9  An<l  what  would  the  language  of  posterity 
have  been,  when  tliey  should  have  seen  that  tne  house 
of  commons  knew  those  things,  but  took  no  notice  of 
them,  or  any  care  to  have  the  nation  informed  of  them  f 
Must  it  not  have  been  a  just  reproach  upon  them,  aa 
it  is  now  upon  thoee  who  knew  it  before,  and  yet  took 
no  notice  of  it,  or  made  any  application  to  former 
parliaments  to  have  it  redressed  T  But  it  is  evident 
these  people  who  make  now  such  loud  complaints  of 
the  reflections  cast  upon  our  allies  appear  more  con- 
cerned that  the  matter  is  made  public  than  that  it  is 
true ;  and  are  so  far  from  desiring  any  cure  for  the 
disease,  that  they  spend  all  their  heat  and  resentment 
at  the  discoveries  of  it ;  and  it  is  to  be  observed  from 
their  conduct,  that  they  make  ten  reflections  upon  the 
house  of  commons  and  tlie  present  ministry,  for  the 
industry  and  pains  taken  in  finding  out  how,  and  by 
whom  the  nation  has  been  abused,  for  one  just  remark 
uixni  the  integrity  and  zeal  in  the  war  of  those  allies 
WDO  have  used  us  in  such  a  manner.  Whence  such  a 
spirit  can  proceed,  and  what  reason  can  be  given  for 
it,  is  not  so  hard  to  find  out  as  it  is  melancholy  to 
reflect  that  so  it  should  be. 

I  might  go  forward  in  this  obeenration  to  expose  the 
foundation  from  whence  all  this  proceeds,  and  by 
which  we  should  soon  see  for  what  uses  and  purposes 
some  people  are  so  desirous  of  pusliing  on  the  war ; 
and  how  to  do  it  they  care  not,  upon  what  disadvantages 
and  unequal  conditions  they  did  it ;  being  willing  to 
bear  any  |NUt  of  the  burthen,  nay,  all  the  burthen,  so 
the  beloved  war  were  but  to  be  pursued  :  the  inquiry 
into  this  will  open  many  scenes  of  private  treachery 
not  yet  brought  to  light,  and  for  tliat  I  purpose  to  do 
it  in  a  tract  by  itself,  I  shall  leave  it  to  a  fit  occasion. 
It  falls  next  in  view  to  interrogate  the  ministers  at 
Utrecht  how  they  proceed,  and  see  thereby  what  mea- 
sures the  Dutch  tale  to  convince  us  that  we  shall  have 
a  better  and  more  equal  balance  kept  up  among  us  in 
case  the  war  is  to  be  continued.  But  here  you  shall 
find  measures  calculated  rather  to  compel  the  queen  of 
Great  Britain  to  carry  on  the  war  than  to  invite  her 
majesty  to  it  by  assurances  of  jierforming  treaties  better 
than  in  the  times  past  This  is  a  temper  so  diflerent 
from  what  might  be  expected  from  a  people  who  had 
so  treated  their  allies,  to  us  who  complain  of  being  so 
treated,  that  it  is  as  before  merveiiUux ;  or,  to  put  it 
plainer,  a  kind  of  throwing  off  the  mask ;  as  if  we  were 
obliged  to  submit  to  be  cheated,  aAer  we  had  first  db- 
covered  that  it  was  so ;  and  that  what  before  was  done 
covertly,  and  under  the  appearance  of  a  treaty,  was 
now  to  be  done  more  eflectually,  openly,  avowedly, 
and  in  the  teeth  of  the  rest  of  the  allies. 

This  appeared  upon  the  lir^t  conference  after  the 
French  plenipotentiaries  had  delivered  hi  their  paper 
of  explanation,  as  they  calletl  it,  on  the  projiosals  of 
the  {leace  which  they  liad  formerly  given  in.  It  came 
then  to  the  turn  of  the  allies  to  consider  in  what  manner 
to  deliver  in  their  answer  to  the  French  proposals :  this 
it  was  resolved  should  be  by  the  confederate  ministers 
delivering  in  their  demands,  or  tlie  several  pretensions 
of  tlieir  respective  princijials,  without  taking  any  notice 
of  the  project  contained  in  the  paper  given  in  by  the 
ministers  of  France.  It  should  have  been  noted  here  ui 
tlie  first  place,  that  after  all  the  Dutch  had  said,  and 
afler  all  Uiat  had  been  said  to  them,  in  order  to  come 
to  this  treaty,  prepared  to  preserve  a  good  understand- 
ing among  tlie  allies,  and  to  bring  tiie  treaty  to  the 
desired  conclusion,  vis.,  a  good  peace,  the  Dutch 
ministers  appeored  there  witliout  any  diameter,  having 
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neither  powers  as  plenipotentiaries,  nor  as  ambassadors, 
nor  anything  more  than  mere  commissioners,  empowered 
only  to  bear  what  was  said,  make  report  to  their 
masters  the  States,  and  give  back  their  answers,  which 
one  of  the  queen  s  common  messengers  may  as  well  do 
on  our  side.  Nor  were  the  persons,  the  equipages,  or 
the  salaries  allowed  to  their  said  commissioners  any 
more  than  what  was  suitable  to  common  messengers, 
whose  business  it  was  to  carry  a  message  and  return 
with  an  answer ;  so  that  in  the  conferences,  either  general 
or  particular,  there  was  no'debating  things  with  them, 
only  just  giving  in  what  any  one  had  to  say,  and  all 
the  answer  these  men  could  give  was,  that  they  would 
report  it  to  their  high  mightinesses  the  States-general, 
and  would  bring  their  answer.  The  French  plenipo- 
tentiaries presently  objected  against  these  powers,  as 
not  sufficient  to  admit  the  t)utch  ministers  into  the 
conferences.  The  British  plenipotentiaries,  though 
they  were  sensible  of  the  affront  offered  in  it  to  their 
royal  mistress,  after  such  assurances  on  her  majesty's 
part  of  her  sincere  intention  to  make  the  interest  of  all 
her  allies  to  be  as  her  own,  yet  willing  to  waive  cvery- 
&ing  that  might  give  an  obstruction  to  the  happy  issue 
of  the  peace,  did  not  insist  on  this ;  though  they  could 
not  but  complain  that  it  greatly  obstructed  that  happy 
concert  of  measures  which  they  hoped  might  have 
been  the  constant  fruit  of  the  private  conferences  of 
the  confederate  ministers,  which  the  Dutch,  having  no 
powers  that  extended  any  further  than  barely  to  hear 
and  report,  and  bring  back  a  resolution,  was,  for  want 
of  those  powers,  quite  disappointed ;  so  that  the  Dutch 
ministers  might  as  justly  be  deemed  and  termed  porters, 
as  plenipotentiaries.  Well,  notwithstanding  all  this, 
the  British  plenipotentiaries,  willing  to  promote  the 
great  end  for  which  they  assembled,  which,  as  the  lord 
bishop  of  Bristol  expressed  it,:was,  in  the  name  of  God, 
to  bring  the  wars  to  a  happy  conclusion,  in  an  equit- 
able and  honourable  peace,  all  these  obstructions  were 
passed  over  on  their  side,  and  they  laboured  to  have 
the  powers  of  the  Dutch  ministers  accepted,  as  at  last 
they  were  with  some  difficulty ;  and  thus  they  proceed 
to  the  affair  of  the  demands,  as  above,  which  were  to 
be  delivered  in  as  the  5th  of  March.  The  Dutch 
ministers,  concealing  the  resolution  taken  at  the  Hague, 
to  give  in  no  demands,  but  the  very  immediate  copy 
of  the  preliminaries  last  treated  on,  insisted  that  all  tne 
confederates*  demands  should  be  formed  into  one  in- 
strument, and  be  given  in  jointly  by  all  the  plenipo- 
tentiaries, as  the  general  demands  of  the  whole  alliance. 
This,  tliough  something  surprising  in  itself,  yet  was  the 
less  so,  when  it  was  more  known  that  this  was  in  order 
to  execute  the  measures  above  noted,  viz.,  of  bringing 
in  the  preliminaries  of  Geertruydenbergh  as  the  sum- 
mary demands  of  the  allies.  But  the  British  plenipo- 
tentiaries taking  notice  of  it,  insisted  that  this  seemed 
to  be  destructive  of  the  treaty  itself, — that  France  had 
twice  ventured  to  carry  on  the  war  rather  than  agree 
to  these  preliminaries, — that  they  had  been  declared 
impracticable,  and  could  not  be  treated  on  here ;  and 
to  msist  on  the  very  literal  form  of  those  preliminaries 
now,  and  prescribe  the  plenipotentiaries  to  treat  on 
them,  was  to  declare  against  a  treaty  at  all.  That  this 
meeting  was  understood  by  all  parties  to  be  not  a 
treaty  of  preliminaries  in  order  to  a  treaty  of  peace, 
but  a  general  treaty  of  peace  itself,  wherein  the  specific 
demands  of  every  ally  were  to  be  heard,  debated,  and 
finiilly  discussed,  adjusted  and  answered  to  their  satis- 
faction, which  could  by  no  means  be  done  by  pre- 
liminary articles,  which  had  in  them  several  references 
to  a  further  treaty,  and  some  suggested  demands  left  to 
be  further  discussed  at  another  time;  whereas  they 
were  now  met  to  make  a  final  and  general  conclusion 
of  all  tlemands  and  pretensions  whatsoever,  that  there 
<ght  be  no  more  blood  shed  in  the  Christiau  world, 


that  an  end  might  be  put  to  ^e  miseries  of  Eoroije. 
It  was  also  alleged  that  the  said  preliminaries  had  not 
been  concerted  witfi  a  due  regard  to  the  intcnst  of  all 
the  allies :  in  especial  manner  it  was  asked  vhataitick 
there  was  to  be  found  in  them  which  regarded  ti» 
interest  of  her  Britannic  majesty,  further  than  vtat 
merely  respected  her  title  to  the  crown,  and  the  l»iii^- 
ment  of  the  pretender ;  whereas  there  seemed  a  great 
deal  of  reason  for  admitting  further  demands  for  tbr 
security,  and  enlarging  the  commerce  andpoaessioisof 
her  majesty  and  her  subjects ;  for  this  reasMi,  »  well 
as  in  behidf  of  the  rest  of  the  confederates,  tbr  >3id 
Britbh  plenipotentiaries  insisted  upon  giving  h  tlif 
instrument  of  their  demands  in  particular,  evny  sllr 
by  themselves. 

It  must  be  something  astonishing  to  such  true  loren 
of  their  country,  who  can  look  back,  on  tha«  tbi&^ 
with  unprejudiced  judgments,  to  reflect  on  the  tempff 
reigning  in  this  part  of  Europe  at  the  time  of  the  trrty 
aforesaid,  when  in  all  the  numerous  articles  adjosrfd 
at  the  Hague,  and  afterwards  debated  again  at  Gee- 
truydenbo-gh  by  the  Dutch  and  French,  thefonnff 
left  out  nothing  which  concerned  their  own  mtere< 
security,  or  advantage ;  nay,  engaged  the  British  cooit 
to  concern  and  engage  themselves  for  their  particukr 
security  and  advantages ;  but  not  one  word,  cktw. 
article,  or  debate,  was  ever  thought  of  for  the  Enjlja, 
either  as  to  the  security  of  their  coDimerce  as  it  tlwi 
stood,  or  the  increase  of  it  for  the  future.  On  tb 
other  hand,  all  the  stress  on  the  British  side,  and  f'? 
which  we  were  to  think  ourselves  infinitely  obliged  t«> 
the  Dutch,  was  to  engage  their  assistance  to  keep  cat 
the  pretender,  and  secure  the  succession  of  the  rn?vn 
of  Great  Britain  to  his  electoral  highness  of  Hanort? ; 
a  thing  which  is  so  the  universal  resolution  of  all  tbe 
people  and  parties  in  Britain,  and  to  which  they  thisi 
all  the  opposition  that  can  be  made,  from  either  FmK'h 
or  any  else,  is  so  trifling  and  insignificant,  that  tlirT 
cannot  be  sensib1e**of  the  exceeding  obligation  oo  tiai 
behalf  to  tiieir  confederates,  or  of  the  great  danger  irhifii 
they  were  in  of  the  pretender,  although  no  foreign  asist- 
ance  had  been  engaged  on  that  behalf,  esteemiii?  thf 
favourers  of  the  pretender  in  Britain,  notwithstasdis^r 
their  great  clamours  of  a  party  among  us,  to  be  sf>  f<n 
and  so  inconsiderable  as  that  there  is  nothing  to  \v 
feared  from  them :  but  supposing  there  had  been  lacTt 
danger  of  the  clause,  viz.,  the  succession,  than  ve  an 
willing  to  hope  there  is  ground  to  apprdiend,  it  cazci^ 
but  be  reminded  that  it  is  as  much  the  interest  of  thf 
States-general  to  secure  that  succession  in  the  lUo^* 
trious  house  of  Hanover  as  it  is  even  of  Great  Britj;L 
itself,  and  much  mure  than  it  can  be  supposed  t. 
be  to  Britain  to  secure  to  them  the  barrier  of  Ftat- 
ders;  for  should  the  dominions  of  her  Britaffi.i<^ 
majesty  ever  fall  into  the  hands  of  a  popish  or  YtrrtA 
interest,  or  into  the  hands  of  a  prince  wno  is,  or  nay 
be  in  the  interest  of  France,  the  territories  of  the  StxifSr 
general  being  stript  of  the  powerful  assistance  of  tbe 
British  troops  by  land  and  fleets  by  sea,  must  intn^* 
tably  be  exposed  to  the  powerful  invasion  of  Fwtnl 
and  British  fleets  united,  and  their  trade  in  partica'ar 
eaten  up  and  destroyed,  as  was  verified  by  wnfal  ex- 
perience to  the  said  States  in  the  year  1672,  whws.  ' 
the  English  court  had  not  broken  off  from  th*  tt  J 
French  alliance,  the  States-general  had  inevitably  i^otl 
under  the  power  of  France,  and  their  govermncit  !■«« 
dissolved  and  destroyed.  So  that  upon  the  whoi«  i(  -< 
manifest  there  was  no  need  on  our  part  to  enga?*  ^^* 
Dutch  to  appear  for  the  security  of  our  successiit^j  te 
the  house  of  Hanover ;  for  that  the  soverwgn  law  •♦' 
their  own  preservation  will  always  put  themundfn 
necessity  of  doing  it,  the  contrary  being  most  siw  toh 
a  great  step  in  their  injur)',  if  not  their  evident  'i*^ 
struotiou :  it  may  be  argued,  that  in  rules  of  go^^^ 
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ment  we  are  not  to  depend  upon  this  or  that  state  being 
obliged  by  their  own  interest  to  awist  us,  but  we  are  to 
regard  what  necessity,  either  for  security  of  trade, 
common  safety  of  government,  or  other  political  inte- 
rests we  are  in,  or  may  be  in,  of  the  assistance  of  the 
(H>wers  we  are  treating  with,  and  if  that  necessity  ap- 
{tears,  it  is  a  sufficient  reason  for  us  to  secure  that 
assistance.  And  this  we  have  frequent  examples  of, 
as  of  the  Dutch  themselves  treating  with  us  in  1676, 
when  notwithstanding  it  was  the  undoubted  interest  of 
Kiigland  not  to  let  Holland,  upon  any  tenns  whatever, 
fall  into  the  hands  of  France ;  and  if  ever  the  French 
do  again  make  that  attempt,  we  ought  to  assist  the 
Dutch  with  all  our  troops  and  power ;  and  that  not  so 
much  from  any  care  and  kindness  to  them  as  a  nation, 
but  for  our  own  interest  and  preservation;  yet  the 
Dutch,  knowing  the  eyes  of  a  nation  are  not  always 
o{)eu  to  their  own  interest,  thought  fit  to  tie  us  to  assist 
thi>m  in  that  case,  and  even  articled  with  us  for  the 
proportion,  vis.,  the  number  of  ten  thousand  men. 
This  is  brought  for  a  reason  why,  notwithstanding  its 
being  so  much  the  interest  of  the  States  of  Holland 
to  preserve  the  succession  of  the  house  of  Hanover  to 
the  crown  of  Great  Britain,  we  ought  alao  to  bind  them 
o  it  by  treaty :  but  though  we  were  to  grant  all  this, 
it  will  not  follow  that  ^isjtreaty  should  have  such  a 
firice  put  upon  it  that  the  Dutch  should  demand  of 
Lu  all  they  want  for  this  little  equivalent;  and  the 
reasons  above,  though  they  should  not  be  allowed  to 
aibsist  against  the  treaty  of  guarantee  itself,  will  cer- 
:ainly  take  off  much  of  that  high  price  which  the 
Dutch  have  put  upon  it,  as  if  we  were  under  such  in- 
tlnite  obligations  to  them  to  secure  it  for  us,  as  that 
we  were  quite  out  of  condition  to  defend  it  ourselves, 
>r  as  if  they  had  no  concern,  or  were  to  receive  no  se- 
curity, benefit,  or  advantage  at  all  by  it  to  themselves. 
r\gain,  it  might  pass  for  some  argument  in  this  case, 
iiat  if  any  power  in  Europe  ought  to  have  sought  this 
guarantee  from  the  States-generad,  it  should  have  been 
he  Elector  himself,  who  on  his  part  might  probably 
lave  some  more  occasion  to  secure  his  passage  over  to 
Kiigland,  and  the  march  of  any  troops  which  his  higfa- 
less  might  find  necessary  to  bring  with  him,  to  assist 
lis  faithful  people  of  Britain  to  place  him  on  the 
hrone,  in  case  a  French  or  popish  interest  should 
Tiake  opposition.  Here  indeed  the  States-general 
night  be  very  useful  allies,  and  his  electoral  highness 
would  have  thought  very  well  of  such  a  guarantee  of 
he  States;  but  it  cannot  be  conceived  that  Britain 
ran  be  under  like  necessity  of  such  a  security — ^the 
(uccession,  which  is  their  own  act  and  deed,  being  uni- 
versally approved  by  the  whole  nation,  a  few  people 
•xcepted,  wno  are  contemptible  either  for  their  number 
>r  interest ;  so  that  on  adl  tliese  accounts  it  seems  how- 
ever a  treaty  of  guarantee  may  be  useful  enough  for 
>ur  succession,  and  no  harm  in  it ;  yet  it  cannot  be  a 
hin^  of  tliat  weight  as  to  have  so  great  a  value  set 
ilHJii  it,  and  that  Britain  should  suffer  henelf  so  much 
o  l)o\imposed  upon  for  it  as  it  is  apparent  to  all  the 
Mirld  she  has  been  on  that  account. 

We  return  now  to  the  manner  of  the  carrying  on  of 
he  treaty  of  peace  at  Utrecht :  the  British  plenipo- 
iMitiaries  having,  as  I  said  above,  insisted  upon  the 
giving  in  the  deroamls  of  the  allies  in  a  separate  man* 
irr,  have  by  this  means  an  occasion  of  securing  for 
lu>  niihjects  of  her  majesty  some  other  advantages  than 
>y  the  former  treaty  was  thought  of,  and  the  people  of 
ISritain  may  now  see,  not  only  on  what  disadvantage 
for  us  the  former  treaty  was  negotiated,  when  we  were 
o  have  our  markets  made  for  us  by  our  Dutch  neigh- 
Kyi  ini;  but  they  may  see  that  all  the  noise  that  hath 
tieen  made  of  the  present  ministry  and  of  the  present 
imnagers  being  in  the  intervst  of  France,  amounts  only 
o  this,  that  whereat  the  other  gave  up  all  our  interest  to 


the  Dutch  and  the  emperor,  these  men  are  careful  that 
Britiun  may  reap  some  advantages  by  tlie  treaty,  as 
well  as  the  rest  of  the  confederates. 

Indeed  it  has  been  something  wonderful  in  the  com- 
mon discourse  of  the  people  on  these  subjects,  to  find 
the  generality  poisoned  by  these  self-denying  notions, 
vis.,  that  all  which  can  be  obtained  from  Fraoce  must 
be  given  to  the  emperor  and  the  Dutch,  and  the  king 
of  Portugal,  but  nothing  to  the  queen  of  Great  Britain ; 
as  if  our  strength  were  no  acquisition,  or  our  power 
any  safety  to  &  alliance ;  nay,  rather,  as  if  it  were 
dangerous  to  the  confederacy  to  entrust  any  part  of  that 
we  have  fought  so  long  for,  and  bought  so  dear,  to  the 
queen  of  Great  Britain.  One  would  think  the  Dutch 
themselves  went  on  that  notion,  when,  as  was  apparent, 
they  appeared  uneasy  and  jealous  at  the  preparations 
made  by  her  majesty  to  send  a  fleet  and  forces  to  Ca- 
nada :  while  not  knowing  the  design,  they  apprehended 
it  to  be  for  the  taking  poHMsion  of  some  place  or  other 
in  the  Spanish  America ;  although  by  the  — th  article 
of  the  grand  alliance  it  was  agreed  that  her  majesty 
might  Uwfully  have  done  so  if  she  had  thought  fiL 
These  things,  however  of  no  other  consequence^  yet 
serve  to  let  us  see  how  different,  as  resoecting  us,  the 
manner  of  the  allies  hath  been  in  all  the  transaetiont 
of  this  war,  and  how  different  their  views  have  been  in 
all  their  steps  towards  a  peace,  from  our  constant  be- 
haviour, in  the  same  heads  as  they  respected  them; 
and  that  in  all  these  occasions  it  has  been  the  constant 
maxim  of  our  confederates^  that  we  were  to  have  no 
share  in  anything,  but  that  the  Dutch,  tmder  a  notion 
of  a  barrier  and  security  to  their  frontien,  should  make 
large  acquisitions,  both  to  their  territory  and  their 
commerce,  both  which  have  been  consented  to  from 
hence ;  whether  it  be  to  the  honour  or  to  the  in&my 
of  those  who  have  given  in  to  these  measures  is  left  to 
the  im])artial  part  of  mankind  to  determine :  it  is  evi* 
dent  that  at  length  the  just  representations  of  the  Bri- 
tish ministers  took  place,  and  the  Dutch,  after  much 
difficulty,  have  yielded  that  the  demands  of  the  allies 
be  given  into  the  French,  although  in  one  and  the 
same  instrument,  yet  in  separate  heads ;  and  the  EM- 
tish  plenipotentiaries  agree  and  propose  to  add  at  the 
end  of  every  head  this  general'one  in  satisfaction  of  all 
the  rest  of  the  allies,  a  clause  sufficient  to  remove  the 
scandal  and  reproach  early  cast  [upon  the  present  ma* 
nagement,  vis.,  that  they  designed  to  make  a  separate 
peace,  axid  had  actually  concluded  the  conoitions 
thereof  with  France  before  the  congress  was  to  begin* 
I  must  crave  pardon  if  I  make  ihtat  several  instances 
of  the  usage  her  majesty  hath  met  with  from  her 
allies  rank  in  with  their  other  conduct  relating  to 
forces  and  quotas  which  have  already  been  made  pub- 
lic, and  altogether  to  come  under  the  title  of  defi- 
ciencies ;  for  if  there  had  been  a  more  disinterested 
conjunction  of  counsel  and  assistance  of  measures  in 
the  proceedings  of  the  allies  to  and  with  her  Britannic 
majesty  and  her  ministers,  no  question  this  treaty  had 
been  with  more  ease  brought  on,  with  more  mutual 
assistance  to,  and  confidence  in  one  another  entered 
into,  and  perhaps  the  success  might  have  been  more 
promising  also. 

There  seems  to  be  no  occasion  here  of  entering  into 
the  clauses  which  the  Dutch  have  obtained  in  any  of 
their  treaties  and  agreemeiits  with  us,  by  which  they 
have  gfuned  advantages  in  commerce  particularly  to 
our  prejudice,  because  even  the  Dutch  themselves  ac- 
knowledge them  in  dieir  late  letter  to  her  majesty; 
only  declaring  that  they  do  not  design  to  take^the  ad- 
vantage of  those  articles. 

I  am  very  willing  to  believe  the  States-general,  o- 
pectally  while  a  gocKl  undentanding  among  the  allies^ 
and  particularly  between  them  and  us,  is  so  neoesmy 
to  them,  would  not  make  use  of  the  advantnges  whico 
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were  given  them  by  that  treaty ;  but  this  does  by  no 
means  deny,  nay,  it  not  tacitly  only,  but  even  expli- 
citly, as  it  seems  to  indifferent  judgments,  grants  that 
0uch  advantages  are  given  to  the  Dutch  byti^t  treaty. 

See  the  declaration  of  the  Dutch  on  this  bead  more 
particularly,  as  follows : — 

'*  For  having  learned  that  the^principal  exceptions 
taken  to  the  said  treaty  were,  that  it  might  prove  preju- 
dicial to  the  commerce  of  her  majesty's  subjects  in  the 
Spanish  Nedierlands ;  and  that  some  had  entertained 
an  ill-grounded  and  erroneous  opinion,  that  the  States 
might  design  to  take  advantage  by  it  to  make  them- 
selves masters  of  the  said  Spanish  Netherlands,  dieir 
high  mightinesses  did  declare  positively,  and  by  this 
letter  do  voluntarily  repeat  it,  that  it  never  was  their 
intention,  nor  ever  will  be,  to  make  use  of  the  said 
treaty,  or  of  their  garrisons  in  the  fortiBed  places  of 
the  country,  to  prejudice  in  any  manner  the  commerce 
of  her  majesty's  subjects ;  but  that  their  opinion  is,  that 
whatever  relates  to  navigation  and  commerce  there 
ought  to  be  settled  on  an  entire  equality,  that  so  her 
majesty  *s  subjects  may  not  be  charged  with  higher  duties 
of  importation  or  exportation  than  theirs,  to  the  end 
commerce  may  be  carried  on  there  by  both  nations  on 
an  equal  foot." 

Here  the  States-general  acknowledge,  that  whatever 
relates  to  navigation  and  commerce  in  the  Spanish 
Netherlands,  ought  to  be  settled  on  an  entire  eqiiality  : 
this  is  owning  what  her  majesty  has  since  claimed  to 
be  just,  and  yet  that  it  has  not  been  so  is  apparent 
also ;  and  in  the  same  letter  they  acknowledge  it  again 
by  adding,  *'  that  if  there  be  some  articles  of  the  said 
treaty  which,  without  affecting  the  essentials  of  it,  may 
be  thought  to  want  explanation,  her  majesty  shall  find 
them  ready  and  willing  to  treat  thereupon,  with  all 
the  facility  and  condescension  that  can  reasonably  be 
required  of  them.*' 

Now,  however  satisfactory  such  an  offer  is  from  the 
Dutch,  who  indeed  cannot  be  supposed  to  be  iguorant 
of  the  justice  of  her  majesty's  demands  in  this  case,  as 
not  to  come  to  a  further  explanation  on  tiiese  heads, 
yet  all  this  adds  to  and  confirms  the  complaint  against 
the  conduct,  at  least  of  those  employed  from  hence, 
who  in  behalf  of  their  own  country  could  pass  such  a 
treaty  and  sign  such  a  convention,  by  which  it  appears, 
were  not  tiie  Dutch  willing  to  explain  themselves  upon 
it,  there  was  effectually  given  up  to  them  both  the 
sovereignty  and  the  commerce  of  the  Spanish  Nether- 
lauds,  the  last  being  exclusive  of  tlie  English.  There 
is  no  doubt  to  me  that  this  was  evident  at  that  time, 
and  therefore  it  is  that  I  carmot  place  it  to  the  account 
of  ignorance  or  inadvertency ;  for  the  duke  of  Marl- 
borough saw  into  it,  and  therefore  how  willing  soever 
in  other  cases  to  oblige  die  Dutch,  he  had  not  so  little 
concern  for  his  own  safety  as  not  to  know  a  British 
parliament  would  certainly  one  time  or  other  call  a 
treaty  so  dishonourable  and  prejudicial  to  Britain  in 
question,  and  therefore,  no  doubt,  whatever  other  rea- 
sons his  grace  might  have  also,  he  thought  fit  not  to  be 
drawn  in  to  set  his  hand  to  it,  but  refusSed  to  be  a  party 
to  it,  though  at  that  time  a  plenipotentiary  from  hence : 
but  another  hand  and  other  management  effected  it ; 
and  now  the  Dutch  are  willing  to  explain  these  things 
to  our  satisfaction,  which  would  admit  of  many  re- 
marks as  to  the  former  part  of  it  which  I  omit,  because 
satisfaction  will  be  now  obtained  :  only  this  cannot,  in 
justice  to  the  present  ministry  and  parliament,  be 
omitted,  viz.,  that  if  this  inquiry  into  these  things 
had  not  been  begun,  those  explanations  had  never  been 
obtained,  and  the  Dutch  had  been  left  in  a  capacity, 
when  they  thought  fit,  to  exclude  the  subjects  of  Britain 
from  all  trade  and  commerce  in  the  Spanish  Nether- 
lands ;  and  had  been  enabled,  whenever  their  occasions 
made  it  for  their  porpote,  to  have  leiied  upon  the 


Spanish  Netherlands,  and  have  made  flicniidfes  cntiie 
mastos  thereof;  so  that  the  pieveuting  these  thiagi 
seems  whoUy  owing  to  the  vigilance  of  the  presoit 
ministry,  and  to  the  vigorous  reaolntiflns  of  the  pRseot 
parliament. 

There  seems  indeed  one  clause  in  the  said  Ifttrr. 
which  some  people  are  very  forward  here  to  take  hold 
of;  insinuating  that  the  Dutch  complain  of  beinr 
tricked  in  England  into  a  eonseot  to  a  negotiattoti  gf 
peace,  by  being  put  in  hopes  that  after  they  shoold  do 
so,  the  other  affair  of  the  barrier  diould  be  adjuKiRl  to 
their  satisikction ;  the  words  are  tiieae^  **  that  hovtm, 
having  not  long  since  been  inforroed,  that  in  Eoglind 
some  were  of  opinion  that  the  said  treaty  in  nse 
articles  might  be  prejudicial  to  her  majciAy  s  sabjeeti, 
they  commissioned  M.  Buys,  their  envoy  extaocdimrr, 
then  going  to  England,  to  inquire  wlnt  Aose  poi&ii 
were  that  might  be  thought  grievances^  and  anthonad 
to  treat  about  them  with  her  majesty's  minislen,  sod  tj 
remove,  if  possible,  the  diiBculties  bj  all  the  cx]ih- 
nations  that  should  appear  neceaary  ;  which  they  vac 
put  in  hopes  would  not  he  very  hard  to  do,  when  wet 
they  should  have  consented  to  concur  with  her  mtjmj 
as  they  did  to  procure  a  congress  for  the  negotistiot  d 
a  general  peace.  But  that  the  miafoitiiiie  was,  tkat 
the  said  if.  Bu3rs,  during  his  residenoe  in  Soglajid, 
was  not  able  to  fiiiiish  that  affair  to  tvcipracal  satis^K* 
tion ;  and  that  it  having  been  remitted  to  the  Hag«, 
no  way  has)  hitherto  been  found  to  trrminaly  it  tkrr 
neither ;  though  their  high  mightimissts  tiuok  tbry 
have  shown  all  the  readiness  to  comply  with  anj  jutf 
expedient  that  could  reasonably  be  expected  in*3 
them." 

This  seems  to  be  very  ill  turned  bj  a  paity  smist; 
themselves,  and  implies,  as  they  pretend,  as  if  tfe 
British  court  had  made  light  of  the  matter,  and  |sv- 
mised  to  adjust  it  if  the  Dutch  would  do  so  andao; 
but  that  after  the  Dutch  had  complied  and  ooncsmd 
wiUi  her  majesty  to  procure  a  congress  for  the  dc^ 
tiation  of  a  general  peace,  they  could  never  obtain  tk 
promised  condition,  .although  they  had  shown  **  all 
die  readiness  to  comply  with  any  just  expedieat  1^ 
could  reasonably  be  expected  from  them.** 

This  is  a  black  chai^  and  had  not  the  Dutch  ^\^ 
much  more  integrity  than  these  people  anticipil^ 
this  calumny,  and  given  the  true  reaeon  for  their  tud 
concurring  with  her  majesty,  to  be  their  dispoiitkiL 
and  persuasion  of  the  absolute  neocsaity  there  vst  b 
the  present  conjuncture  for  the  cultivating  and  maiu- 
taiuiiig  a  good  friendship,  perfect  confidence  and  msum 
between  tiieir  said  states  and  her  majesty,  wbicb,  U 
the  better  authority,  I  give  you  also  from  their  o*& 
letter,  *^  that  during  the  whole  course  of  her  nnjo'?  • 
glorious  reigu,  they  liave  had  nothing  more  at  betft 
than  to  cultivate  and  maintiun  with  her  a  good  fiind* 
ship,  perfect  confidence  and  union,  and  to  oonohoitk 
them  tiie  most  they  possibly  could ;  haviqg  si  van 
judged  them  absolutely  necessary,  and  enedsll;  a 
the  present  conjuncture.  That  they  likewise  judged 
they  could  not  give  a  better  proof  vi  this  their  di^ 
sition  and  persuasion  than  that  which  they  lately  pte 
in  agreeing  to  the  proposition  which  her  maioty  ksJ 
caused  to  be  made  to  them,  to  begin  the  negotiatioD  of 
a  general  peace  with  the  enemy,  and  in  cooevarisifi 
with  her  majesty  to  facilitate  the  bringing  together  uf 
the  ministers  of  all  the  high  allies  to  ttw  oot^nsi  at 
Utrecht." 

This  effectually  contradicts  what  before  is  fv- 
gested,  vis.,  that  they  were  induced  **  to  concur  virk 
her  majesty  as  they  did,  to  procure  a  congress  fas  ^^ 
negotiation  of  a  general  peace."  Upon  thor  being  i«i 
in  hopes  that  it  would  not  ,be  very  hard  to  dow  AAir 
they  nad  consented  so  to  concur  with  her  mijeitj  •  1 
•ay,  this  it  so  contradicted  by  what  is  mad  bdsR.  omi 
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I  was  tempted  to  doubt  both  the  said  pongnphs  could 
not  be  in  one  and  the  fame  letter ;  and  indeed  it  seems 
•hocking  to  any  reader,  that  their  high  mightitiesaes 
•bould  say  iu  one  part  of  their  letter  that  they  con* 
curred  with  her  majesty,  to  give  the  best  proof  of  their 
tlisposition  to  cultivate  a  good  friendship,  perfect  con- 
fidenec  and  union  with  her  majesty ;  and  in  anotlier 
part  of  the  same  letter  to  say  tliat  they  concurred 
^*  with  her  majesty  as  they  did  to  procure  a  congress 
for  the  negotiation  of  a  general  ])eace/' 

These  considerations  being  too  hard  for  my  under- 
standing, are  left  to  the  logical  discussion  of  the  party 
here,  whose  talent  so  eminently  lies  in  equivocation 
and  insigniflcant  raillery ;  who,  when  they  have  chewed 
it  and  mumbled  it,  like  an  ass  upon  tliistles,  will 
bring  it  out  the  same  thoniy  crabbed  inconsistency 
that  they  found  it. 

But  while  we  are  leaving  tliem  to  tliis  difficult  work, 
it  may  be  needful  to  look  further,  for  we  Iiave  yet 
much  more  work  cut  out  from  Holland  than  in  the 
foregoing  piece ;  the  States-general  having  received  a 
new  brush  from  the  British  parliament,  are  very  so- 
licitous to  wash  their  negro  skm  as  clean  as  they  can 
from  the  imputations  which  have  lain  so  plainly  against 
them,  but  now  they  find  it  more  difficult  than  tliey 
did  before ;  for  till  now  they  had  only  pamphlets  and 
general  clamours  to  answer,  such  as  the  suspicions  of 
the  people,  and  the  information  of  a  few  had  made 
loud ;  and  which  began  to  make  them  uneasy,  these 
were  treated  with  some  contempt  by  the  states ;  and 
more  by  their  friends  here. 

But  the  parliament,  finding  more  truth  in  these 
things  than  perhaps  Uiey  expected,  and  much  more 
than  the  faction  pretended,  tliought  it  reciuircd  an  ex- 
traordinary sanction  to  make  them  less  disputed ;  and 
thought  it  just  to  make  them  ]»ililic  with  au  undisputed 
authority  that  the  {leople  ought  to  be  undeceived,  and 
that  the  quarrels  about  the  truth  of  fact  ought  to  cease 
annong  the  people:  for  this  reason,  liaving  caused  all 
tlie  particulars  to  be  exactly  and  faithfully  laid  before 
them,  by  the  report  of  the  commissioners  of  the  Admi- 
ralty, and  otlier  proper  officers,  and  those  particulars 
to  be  critically  examined,  they  detluceil  from  thence 
tlie  matters  of  fact  as  they  really  were,  and  making 
all  the  cases  plain  in  which  tlie  government  had  been 
imposed  upon  by  their  allies,  and  the  Dutch  deficient 
among  otheis,  they  came  to  several  resolves  about  tlie 
same,  and  drawing  those  resolves  up  into  general 
heads,  referring  to  the  particulars  for  their  demonstra* 
tiou,  they  humbly  represented  all  in  an  address  to  her 
majesty,  aitd  caused  both  the  said  resolves  and  the 
address  to  be  printed  for  the  conviction  of  all  her  ma- 
jesty's good  subjects ;  and  to  confute  and  silence  a 
party  who,  as  above  said,  had  made  it  their  business 
to  ridicule  all  that  had  been  said  of  these  matters  as 
false  and  empty  notions  Infused  into  people's  heads  to 
raise  ill  blood  and  create  prejudices  against  the  Dutch. 
Jf  these  things,  coming  forth  with  such  au  uiidispute«l 
authority,  did  a  little  surprise  the  world,  and  conse- 
auently  open  the  eyes  of  the  people,  much  more  would 
tliey  surprise  the  States-general,  whose  interest  it  had 
so  long  been  to  liave  the  people  of  Britain  kept  as 
i Ignorant  as  possible  of  these  matters;  and  finding  it 
absolutely  nec^sary  that  something  should  be  said  to 
|msxle  the  cause  a  little,  and  to  furnish  tlicir  friends 
with  arguments  for  their  defence,  they  issue  a  pajier, 
eiitituled  as  follows : — "  A  Memorial,  serving  to  pruve 
fbiit  the  States-general  of  the  United  Nether landi  arc 
tinju^y  charged  by  the  resolutions  or  votes  of  the 
bouse  of  commons  of  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain, 
uiid  by  the  subsequent  addresi  of  the  uiid  house  of 
c<Mnmon8  thprcu]ioii,  picwutinl  to  her  Muje^ty  the 
Queen  of  Great  Brita.in,  with  having  iiceu  deticirnt  in 
iiivers  reacts  during  the  present  ^^ar,  iu  furnish- 


ing what,  according  to  their  quota  or  contingent 
they  stood  engaged  for,  towards  carrying  on  the  said 
War/; 

This  is  the  paper  which  I  come  now  to  examine, 
and  in  which  if  I  should  discover  that  the  States-gene- 
ral have  really  been  so  far  from  clearing  themselves  of 
the  charge  so  positively  laid  upon  them  in  parliament, 
that  iu  every  part  they  either  directly  or  tacitly  ac- 
knowledge it,  men  there  will  remain  little  force  in  the 
rest  of  their  paper. 

In  considering  Aisnewand  great  affair  of  the  Dutch 
memorial,  it  seems  very  proper  to  make  as  few  circum- 
locutions as  possible,  and  come  directly  to  tlie  point 
Our  introduction,  therefore,  shall  consist  rather  of 
laying  down  a  list  of  the  particulars  which  we  shall 
leave  out  than  of  what  we  shall  ]iut  into  tlie  following 
tract ;  what  shall  be  dropped  as  foreign  to  the  case  in 
hand,  and  not  worth  either  the  author's  while  io  note, 
or  the  reader's  to  be  concenied  about  As  first,  it  shall 
take  up  little  of  our  time  to  animadvert  on  the  inso- 
lence unparalleled  of  a  scandalous  mercenary  who,  in 
defiance  of  a  Britl^  parliament,  and  while  that  par- 
liament was  actually  sitting,  shoidd  have  the  face  to 
publish  the  answer  or  defence  of  a  foreign  nation 
i^inst  his  own  country. 

If  a  man  have  received  an  affront  from  another,  and 
meets  one  of  his  servants  and  sa>'s  to  him,  "  Vou,  Jack, 
or  you,  Thomas,  pray  tell  your  master  I  say  he  is  a 
villain  and  a  rascal  ;'*  will  not  the  servant,  if  he  have 
any  manners  or  sense  of  his  duty,  say  to  him,  '*  Sir, 
let  him  be  what  he  will,  he  is  my  master,  and  it  is  not 
fit  for  me  to  tell  him  so;  pray  employ  somebody  else/* 
On  the  other  hand,  if  tlie  ignorant  fellow  should  have 
so  little  wit  or  manners  as  to  carry  this  message  to  his 
master,  would  not  the  master  say  to  him,  "  let  the 
man  be  what  he  will,  you  are  an  unmamierly  rascal 
for  bringing  ma  such  a  message,  since  you  were  my 
servant  and  not  hist* *  And  would  he  luit  very  justly 
cane  him,  and  turn  him  out  of  his  service  for  his  im- 
pudence? 

Tliis  case,  as  it  is  un])reccdented,  unless  in  the  same 
person  who  did  tlie  like  once  before,  so  it  will  be 
doubly  unprecedented  in  tlie  public  justice,  if  he  is 
uncorrected  for  it.  Nay,  by  how  much  more  the  party 
glory  in  and  boost  of  having  insultetl  the  ])arliamcnt 
and  the  government  in  this  publication,  by  so  much 
the  more  necessity  they  bring  u])on  the  said  parliament 
to  vindicate  themselves,  and  punish  the  persons  with 
tlieir  utmost  vigour :  but  tliis  is  humbly  left  and  sul>- 
mitted  to  tlie  parliament,  who  no  doubt  will  do  them- 
selves and  tlieir  defender  justice  in  this  case. 

Next  it  shall  take  up  no  part  of  this  discourse  to 
inquire  whether  the  Dutch  have  ordered  these  sheets  to 
be  thus  published  in  England  or  no.  AVe  are  not 
ignorant  now  many  ways  of  late  the  foreign  powers 
concerned  in  this  war  have  privately  endeavoured  to 
make  tliemselves  and  tlieir  actings  with  her  majesty 
popular  here,  apjiexding,  as  it  were,  from  her  majesty  to 
iier  subjects ;  but  we  shall  not  suppose,  however,  that 
thev  arc  yet  arrived  at  such  contempt  of  their  alliances 
with  her  Britannic  majesty  as  to  apjiear  in  an  action 
which  derogates  so  much  from  tlie  usual  civilities  due 
from  one  ally  to  another,  as  that  they  should  opetdy 
and  avowedly  make  an  attempt  of  this  natore. 

Tliis  leads  us  to  consider  how  prudently  the  parlia- 
ment of  Britain  has  acted  in  this  case,  hi  which  per- 
ha]»  tlie  Dutch,  as  subtle  a  nation  as  tliey  are,  and 
how  good  soever  their  politics  have  been  in  other  cases, 
will  be  put  to  it  how  to  behave  tliemselves  l)etween 
tile  two  extremes  of  owning  or  disavowing  this  iiubli- 
cation  of  their  memorial. 

The  iiarliament  have  first  stigmatised  the  paper  itself 
as  a  false  and  scandalous  libel,  but  in  this  censure 
they  do  not  call  it  the  memorial  of  the  States-geiietal, 
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to  Portugal  and  the  Mediterranean  ought  to  act  In 
conjunction ;  and  that  the  security  of  the  Channel  ought 
to  he  lefl  to  the  care  of  her  majesty,  and  that  of  the 
north  sea  to  the  care  of  this  State,  because  the  Channel 
is  best  situated  for  Great  Britain  with  res|)ect  to  its 
countries,  harbours,  and  commerce,  and  the  north  sea 
for  tiiis  State  with  respect  to  its  countries,  harbours, 
and  commerce ;  yet  so,  that  if  unexpectedly  the  enemy 
should  bring  any  fleet  or  considerable  squadrons  into 
the  Channel,  or  into  the  north  sea,  then  the  squadrons 
on  both  sides,  in  whole  or  in  part,  according  to  the 
circumstances  of  affairs,  might  join  each  other." 

It  is  observed  here,  the  States-general  lirst  acknow* 
ledge  in  this  paragraph  of  their  memorial,  that  both  the 
number  of  ships  to  be  furnished  by  each  party,  and 
tlie  places  where  those  ships  should  be  employed  was 
concerted  yearly,  her  majesty  having  to  that  purpose 
for  several  years  sent  over  one  of  her  admirals :  nay, 
they  repeat  it  again,  viz.,  at  which  times  two  things 
principally  were  taken  into  deliberation,  viz.,  the 
number  of  shipping,  and  the  places  where  they  should 
be  employed.  We  can  have  no  occasion  to  make 
answer  to  this  in  any  other  manner  than  by  appeal  to 
the  States-general  themselves,  and  inquiring  then 
whether  in  the  quotas  of  ships,  at  those  times  agreed 
on,  and  the  place  where  they  should  be  employed,  any 
place  but  the  Channel  and  in  and  about  the  Mediter- 
ranean was  ever  included  or  inserted.  If  it  were,  then 
we  must  give  it  against  the  representation  of  the  house 
of  commons,  and  acquit  the  States-general ;  but  if  not, 
what  means  all  the  preamble  and  circumlocution  of 
this  long  memorial?  and  to  what  purpose  is  it  said 
this  or  that  were  the  sentiments  of  the  States  •general? 
The  representation  and  address  of  the  commons,  and 
the  report  of  the  British  admiralty,  can  say  notliing  to 
what  was  or  was  not  (iie  sentiments  of  the  States- 
general.  But  to  what  was  their  agreement,  and  what 
was  concerted  yearly  between  tlie  queen  of  Great 
Britain  and  the  States,  that  they  may  inquire  about, 
and  that  they  do  represent  fairly  and  faithfully,  viz., 
that  the  Dutch  have  not  furnished  the  quotas  which 
they  were  obliged  by  treaty  to  do  for  the  service  of  the 
confederates  in  the  Chaimel,  and  in  or  about  the 
Mediterranean;  what  they  did  in  the  nortli  seas,  as 
being  no  part  of  the  said  agreement,  the  said  repre- 
sentation has  no  ground  to  meddle  with  it,  nor  does  it 
take  the  least  notice  of  it,  as  is  supposed,  for  that  reason. 

It  may  not  be  foreign  to  this  case  to  inquire  a  little 
liere  into  tlie  reason  and  equity  also  of  this  argument 
about  the  north-seas'  service ;  in  doing  whereof,  if  it 
shall  be  found  that  Uiis  service  ought  not  to  be  thought 
of  in  establishing  the  said  quotas  of  ships,  as  being 
wholly  and  solely  a  work  of  ititerest,  protecting  their 
own  commerce,  fishing,  &c.,  in  which  the  allies  have  no 
concern,  and  that  the  English  had,  at  the  same  time, 
several  squadrons  in  those  seas,  which  were  never 
esteemed  |)art  of  the  said  ouota  on  the  British  side,  and 
therefore  that  tlie  like  ought  not  to  be  insisted  on  on 
the  part  of  the  States-general,  then  all  tlie  argument 
drawn  fiom  these  things  will  fall  to  the  ground,  and 
the  impressions  which  those  resolutions  of  the  house  of 
commons  have  made  on  the  people  must  necessarily 
remain. 

It  is  not  questioned  at  all,  nor  does  it  seem  material 
to  this  care,  but  that  in  the  several  alliances  made 
between  Kngland  and  the  States-geuenil,  they  were 
mutually  obliged  to  assist  each  other  with  all  their 
forces.  Ihit  this  is  so  far  from  taking  off  the  edge  of 
the  complaint,  that  it  rather  fixes  and  confirms  the 
same;  for  that  we  allege  that  the  Dutch  have  not 
a<;sisted  with  all  their  forces,  and  to  determine  the 
signilicatiuii  of  the  same  term,  and  how  the  some  is  to 
be  unilcrstoo<1,  we  are  to  obsen'e  that,  lest  it  should 
create    haeafLer    any   misuudentaadiug   among  the 


allies,  the  several  quotas  'or  proportions  of  the  all>«^ 
were  settleil  lietween  every  the  particular  natiou«  an- 
nual ly.  Now  the  parliaments  complaint  is  clear  i& 
this,  nor  does  the  memorial  of  the  States  offer  one  word 
of  answer  to  it ;  tliey  do  not  complain  in  gewral  that 
the  States  have  not  supplied  their  whole  forces,  but 
that  they  have  not  supplied  thooe  several  prnportiotis 
by  which  their  whole  forces  were  by  virtue  of  their 
subsequent  agreement  to  be  undentood ;  and  this  a(»- 
pears  from  the  very  memorial  itself,  where  their  bt^ 
mightinesses  acknowledge  it,  and  better  proof  caun*]! 
be  desired.     See  their  own  words : — 

<*  By  the  seventh  article  of  the  treaty  of  the  9th  of 
June,  1703,  by  which  that  agreement  was  renewed,  it 
is  provided  tliat  the  number  of  ships  of  war  to  be  f  xr- 
nished  by  each  for  their  whole  quota,  according  to  the 
said  agreement,  should  be  regulated  every  year,  and 
that  the  rendezvous,  as  well  as  the  places  where  (be 
ships  should  be  employed,  should  likewise  be  agrml 
upon  every  year ;  accordingly  this  has  been  ooncertrd 
yearly,  her  majesty  having  for  that  purpose  for  sev«al 
years  sent  over  one  of  her  admirals,  at  which  times  two 
things  principally  were  taken  into  deliberation,  viz.,  the 
numtier  of  shipping  and  tlie  places  where  tiiey  ehoaM 
be  employed," 

Here  it  is  acknowledged  by  the  States  thai  th«  quiieas 
were  adjusted  between  us  and  them,  both  as  to  number 
of  ships  and  where  to  be  employed. 

There  are  but  two  objectiwis  which  the  memorial 
pretends  to  make  after  this ;  the  first  is,  whether  tl^ 
ships  which  the  States  furnished  for  the  guard  iff  tljr 
north  seas  should  not  be  esteemed  part  of  their  qoott  ? 
and  secondly,  whether  the  number  of  ships  meuttoiied 
to  be  employed  by  her  majesty  in  the  Channel  aitd  in  the 
Mediterranean  were  necessary?  these  are  also  tbeirowu 
words,  to  which  may  be  bri^y  answered,  first,  that 
afler  they  had  acknowledged  as  above  is  said,  that  the 
number  of  ships  and  places  where  the  same  should  be 
employed  were  every  year  concerted,  it  can  no  more 
be  asked  whether  they  were  necessary ;  the  question 
rather  lies  fairly,  whether  the  numbers  concerted  were 
respectively  supplied,  if  there  hail  appeared  any  »uK 
sequent  alteration  in  the  face  of  the  war  ?  So  that  if 
it  had  seemed  to  the  States  lets  necessary  to  send  m> 
large  a  number  of  ships  as  was  agreed,  it  mnst  tare 
been  reasonable  that  a  new  concert  between  the  allies 
should  have  been  made,  and  some  mutual  agrenm'DC 
offered  for  lessening  the  said  number  on  borti  side». 
But  to  agree  first,  that  such  a  numlier  on  both  ndtt 
should  be  supplied,  and  then  shortening  that  numbrr 
on  their  side,  without  signifying  to  the  British  court 
that  they  thought  fewer  ships  enough,  so  that  the  Bri- 
tish should  be  left  to  send  their  full  quota  as  agm^l, 
and  the  States  only  make  an  abatement,  this  can  !« 
no  fair  treatment  of  the  British,  nor  is  it  esteemed  fxr 
dealing  in  our  country,  whatever  it  may  be  in  Hj)- 
land ;  therefore  the  complaint  of  tlie  commons  in  ttis 
case  seems  very  just,  and  is  not  at  all  answered  by 
this  memorial,  for  that  the  States-general  did  not  su(«- 
ply  the  number  of  ships  which  by  their  annual  A^rt*- 
roent  was  concerted  between  them  and  her  majt^y : 
secondly,  but  say  the  States,  we  did  supply  a  ffre.ii 
squadron  in  the  north  seas,  which  ought  to  beesteetut'd 
a  part  of  our  proportion  ;  and  all  the  reasons  given  f*  * 
this  way  of  acting  are,  that  such  were  the  »eiitinicnr»  M 
the  States-general;  yet  in  another  part  of  the  said 
memorial  it  is  owned,  and  in  the  report  of  the  cvm- 
missioners  of  the  Admiralty  it  is  expressly  said,  flxv 
quotas  were  settled  only  for  such  sliips  as  were  ti^  a/, 
conjunctly  or  seixuately  in  the  Channel  and  the  Mrui- 
terranean.  But  because  this  argument  is  of  uio  ni»:>  b 
value  to  have  it  depend  upon  the  dubious  coivtrutti.T. 
of  terms,  it  may  be  observed,  first,  that  ihert  is  . » 
parity  or  equality  in  tiiis  argument^  for  that  the  cui^ 
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cert  'of  proportioDB  of  ihip*  to  be  luvplied  by  ui  and  i 
tile  States  respected  only  the  particular  seas  in  which  | 
the  power  of  the  French  was  particularly  formidable, 
and  where  their  main  fleets  were  to  be  expected,  as  in 
the  Straits  arid  the  Channel,  or  on  the  coasts  of  Portugal 
and  Spain.  And  tliat  the  British  nation  have  kept 
great  sauadrons  and  fleets  out  in  sundry  other  parts  of 
the  world,  as  the  Dutch  have  done  in  the  north  sea, 
witliout  reckoning  any  such  ships  into  tlie  quota  or 
proportions  of  the  fleets  to  be  furaislied  as  before, 
for  the  carrying  on  the  war,  such  have  been  the 
fleets  and  ships  constantly  sent  to  the  West  Indies, 
to  St.  Helena,  to  the  Canaries,  &c. ;  by  which  it  ap- 
pears that,  whatever  the  sentiments  of  the  Stales  of 
Holland  have  been,  as  above,  the  sentiments  of  the 
British  court  have  always  been,  that  each  ally  ought  to 
have  supplied*  their  full  quota  of  such  ships  as  were 
concerted  for  the  service  of  the  war  in  the  Cliatmel  and 
in  the  Mediterranean,  without  esteeming  such  ships  as 
part  thereof  which  thev  respectively  were  obliged  to 
furnish  for  the  protection  of  their  commerce  in  any 
otlier  part  of  the  world ;  and  that  this  was  the  real 
sentiments  of  t)ie  States-general  as  well  as  of  her  ma- 
jesty, appears  for  that  in  all  the  ships  sent  by  either  of 
the  powers  into  other  parts  of  the  world,  as  into  the 
north  seas,  the  Baltic,  the  West  Indies,  St.  Helena, 
and  the  like,  they  very  seldom  acted  in  conjunction, 
but  sent  their  respective  squadrons  separately  as  the 
necessity  of  their  adSairs  required.  Nor  did  thosi  ships 
act  in  conjunction  on  any  occasion,  save  only  as  they 
found  it  necessary  to  take  the  ships  of  each  other  na- 
tion under  convoy,  or  in,  their  protection,  and  made 
use  of  the  harbours  of  each  confederate  as  there  might 
be  occasion.  Tliis  is  manifest  in  tliat,  notwithstaitdinir 
tlie  great  fleets  which  the  States-general  have  upon  all 
occasions  sent  to  the  north  seas,  as  is  alleged,  tfie  Bri- 
tish court  have  been  obliged  also  to  send  annual 
squadrons  to  those  seas  for  tlie  safety  of  their  trade,  as 
well  to  Russia  as  to  the  east  country,  the  Elbe  and  the 
Weser,  as  also  for  the  defence  of  Uie  coast  of  Scotland 
and  Ireland  }  which  ships,  though  equal,  if  not  supe- 
rior to  the  numbers  sent  into  those  seas  by  the  States- 
general,  liave  not  been  accounted  by  her  majesty  as 
any  part  of  tlie  proportion  of  ships  concerted  as  above 
said  with  the  States. 

This  tlierefore  can  never  be  the  reason  of  the  re)H>rt 
of  [the  commissioners  of  the  Admiralty  ;  ami  it  is  sur- 
prising to  all  those  who  know  the  state  of  these  things, 
to  hear  the  memorial  say,  the  States-general  had  the 
care  of  the  north  seas,  as  they  do  when  they  sum  up 
that  part  of  their  ca^e,  as  follows,  viz. :  "  It  must  be 
olMPrved  that,  in  the  aforesaid  account,  notice  is  taken 
only  of  the  ships  of  this  State,  which  in  conjunction 
with  those  of  her  majesty  were  employed  in  tlie  Medi- 
t4.*rranean  and  the  Channel ;  and  that  the  nortii  sea, 
which  this  State  during  the  war  has  generally  had  the 
care  of,  is  wholly  omitted :  which  two  thingii,  viz., 
the  mention  of  those  ships  only  of  this  state  which  have 
acted  in  conjunction  witli  tliose  of  her  majesty,  and 
the  omission  of  the  north  sea,  make  so  great  dif- 
ference between  the  number  of  shim  reckoned  by  tlie 
foresaid  account  to  have  been  furnished  by  tliis  State, 
tluit  probably  this  difference  gave  occasion  to  the 
forming  the  foresaid  prejudicial  resolution  or  vote  of 
the  lower  house,  which  possibly  would  not  have  been 
formed  might  Uiis  State  liave  first  been  heard  upon 
iL 

It  should  seem  needful  here  to  enter  into  an  inquiry 
what  number  of  sliips  her  majesty  h»s  from  time  to 
time  sent  into  the  north  seas, and  huw  Uic Stated- general 
may  be  said  to  have  had  the  care  of  the  north  seas, 
wlieu  it  is  well  known  the  British  trade,  nay,  and  even 
oflcn  the  Dutch  to  Archangel,  luive  been  convoyetl  out 
aud  home  by  her  majesty's  ships;  and  the  coast  of 


Scotland,  tiie  mouth  of  the  Baltic,  and  IhiB  Elbe,  hara 
been  constantly  guarded  by  the  British  ships. 

Thus  by  the  plainest  reasoning  in  the  world  the  me- 
morial is  fallacious,  for  that  the  deficiencies  complained 
of  remain  confessed  by  the  States  themselves,  the  rea- 
sons pretended  to  justify  themselves  are  directly  con- 
trary to  the  concerted  proportions  and  treaties  made 
between  the  said  States-general  and  the  queen's  ma- 
jesty ;  and  this  is  exactly  agreeable  to  the  report  of  the 
commissioneiB  of  the  Admiralty  and  the  resolutions  of 
the  house  of  commons. 

The  like  fallacious  way  of  arguing  appears  in  the 
case  of  the  land-forces  or  troops,  in  which  still  their 
high  mightinesses  do  not  deny  the  matter  of  fact  al- 
leged in  the  said  address,  but  excuse  and  extenuate 
the  same  by  their  eflTorts  otherwise,  as  particularly  tliey 
allege  an  article  of  their  raising  troops  before  us,  and 
this  they  say  deserves  some  compensation ;  that  is,  that 
they  having  raised  fifty  thousand  men  before  us,  they 
should  be  therefore  allowed  to  maintain  fewer  than  tliey 
agreed  for  afterwards ;  or,  to  speak  plainly,  that  because 
they  were  obliged  to  a  quicker  armament  than  the  Bri- 
tish, therefore  diey  were  to  have  leave  to  break  in  upon 
future  concert,  and  fail  in  the  numbers  they  were  to 
bring  in  afterwards.  This  seems  no  unfair  construc- 
tion of  the  first  clause  of  the  memorial  relating  to  the 
troops,  which  is  as  follows : — 

"  In  the  first  place,  it  must  not  be  omitted  to  observe 
on  the  said  estimate,  that  in  the  general  charge  for  the 
vear  1701,  the  44,992  men  whidi  the  United  Nether- 
lands kept  up  after  the  peace  of  liyswick,  are  mixed 
up  witli  the  34,866  men  which  were  taken  into  service 
immediately  after  the  death  of  Cliarles  II.  king  of 
Spain  ;  and  that  for  the  year  1702,  not  only  the  troops 
which  this  State  took  into  service  that  year,  but  those 
hired  tlie  beginning  of  the  foregoing  year,  are  reckoned 
all  together ;  which,  if  put  down  more  distinct! v,  would 
have  shown  tliat  this  State  had  reinforced  tlieir  troops 
with  above  50,000  men  a  considerable  time  before 
Great  Britain  came  to  make  any  particular  augment- 
ation ;  which  earlier  arming,  to  the  excessive  expeuse  of 
this  State,  well  deserved  to  be  allowed  for  by  some 
kind  of  compensation.*' 

What  can  the  words  '^  deserve  some  compensation  ** 
be  supposed  to  signify,  but  that  tlie  Statcs-geueial 
concluded  from  thence  that  their  future  deficiency  was 
to  be  allowed  because  of  their  more  arming  tluui  the 
Engliiili  ?  which  any  one  that  remembers  ^e  occasion 
may  find  other  reasons  to  give  for,  and  whidi  tlie 
States-general  tliemselves  seem  to  acknowledge,  or  at 
least  to  hint  at,  which  was  in  short,  that  the  parliament 
and  people  of  £ngland  did  not  come  into  the  meuurcs 
for  the  ust  war,  or  perhaps  believe  it  so  necessary  at 
first  as  tlie  States  diu,  ana  therefore  did  not  vote  such 
large  sums  for  their  proportion  as  the  Statcs-geni'ral 
required,  and  this  they  now  allege  should  be  made  up 
afterwards.  This  is  gathered  fh>m  the  following  words 
in  tlie  memorial : — 

"  This  State  was  obliged  to  be  content  with  Great 
Britain's  furnishing  in  tlie  beginning  of  the  war  no 
more  than  40,000  men  in  the  Nctherlaiids,  in  so  great 
a  disproportion  with  respect  to  this  State ;  not  l)ecause 
there  was  any  convention  or  agreement  maile  alx>ut  it, 
or  that  it  was  at  all  reasonable,  but  because  no  more 
was  consented  to  by  the  parliament;  tlie  reasons  of 
which  are  probably  fresh  in  tlie  remembrance  of  many ; 
and  that  at  that  time  the  only  course  this  State  could 
take  was  to  burden  itself  with  so  great  a  disproportion, 
and  to  wait  tilt,  hi  tlie  continuance  of  tlie  war,  it  should 
be  made  good  to  them." 

This  may  imply  that  the  Shites-general  desired  to 
kive  this  disproportion  made  good  to  them  afterwards 
by  the  Knglish,  but  does  not  prove  tliat  it  ought  to 
have  been  made  good,  or  that  the  queen  of  Great  Bri- 
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tain  bad  agned  to  make  it  good,  much  leu  did  it  rig- 
nify  that  they  were  thereby  entitled  to  make  it  good 
themselves  by  a  deficiency  in  mch  quotas  and  propor- 
tions as  they  should  agree  aflerwaids  to  send  into  the 
field. 

Upon  the  whole,  then,  it  seems  the  sum  of  the  case  is 
this,  that  the  Dutch  have  really  been  deficient  in  the 
said  quotas ;  but  tliat,  according  to  their  own  flentiments, 
they  might  lawfully  be  so,  notwithstanding  express 
treaties  and  conventions  to  the  contrary;  and  that 
these  sentiments  arise  from  their  thinking  fit  to  make 
reprisal  or  stoppage  upon  England  for  the  Dutch 
coming  into  the  war  a  year  before  us ;  and  because  we 
did  not  think  fit  to  come  into  the  alliance  sooner,  they 
are  making  us  pay  for  our  standing  out. 

More  or  leis  than  this  cannot  be  made  of  their  long 
memorial,  and  as  to  the  justice  and  equity  of  this,  the 
world  is  left  to  judge  of  that  aiGur. 

The  author  of  this  had  resolved  to  add  here  some 
remarks  about  the  pretence  of  cairying  on  the  war  with 
all  their  forces ;  and  the  States  saying  that  Britain  is 
more  powerful,  and  therefore  must  bring  in  more 
forces,  making  themselves  judges  of  who  is  or  is  not 
most  powerful ;  but  her  majesty  s  answer  to  the  States, 
since  published,  has  made  this  so  clear,  and  pressed  it 
so  close  upon  the  Dutch,  that  it  seems  needless  to  say 
any  more  to  that  point 

FROM  THE  INTELLIGENCER,  1730. 

No.  VI. 
Opatrisi  Odivumdomusl 

When  I  travel  through  any  part  of  this  unhappy  king- 
dom, and  I  have  now,  by  several  excursions  made  from 
Dublin,  gone  through  most  counties  of  it,  it  raises 
two  passions  in  my  breast  of  a  diflferent  kind;  an 
indignation  against  those  vile  betrayers  and  insulters 
of  it,  who  insinuate  themselves  into  favour  by  saying 
it  is  a  rich  nation ;  and  a  sincere  passion  for  the  natives, 
who  are  sunk  to  the  lowest  degree  of  misery  and  poverty, 
whose  houses  are  dunghills,  whose  victuals  are  the 
blood  of  their  cattle,  or  the  herbs  in  the  field ;  and 
whose  clothing,  to  the  dishonour  of  Grod  and  man,  is 
nakedness.  Yet  notwithstanding  all  the  dismal  appear- 
ances, it  is  the  common  phrase  of  an  upstart  race  of 
people,  who  have  suddenly  sprung  up  like  the  dragon  s 
teem  among  us,  that  Ireland  was  never  known  to  be  so 
rich  as  it  is  now ;  by  which,  as  I  apprehend,  they  can 
only  mean  themselves,  for  they  have  skipped  over  the 
Channel  from  the  vantage  ground  of  a  dunghill  upon 
no  other  merit,  either  yisible  or  divinable,  than  mat 
of  not  having  been  bom  among  us. 

This  is  the  modem  way  of  planting  colonies—^/  M 
woUiudinem  faciunt,  id  imperium  vocant.  When'  those 
who  are  so  unfortunate  to  be  bora  here  are  excluded 
from  the  meanest  preferments,  and  deemed  incapable  of 
being  entertained  even  as  common  soldiers,  whose  poor 
stipend  is  but  id,  a^day :  no  trade,  no  emoluments,  no 
encouragement  for  learning  among  the  natives,  who 
yet  by  a  perverse  consequence  are  divided  into  fkctions 
with  as  much  violence  and  rancour  as  if  they  had  the 
wealth  of  the  Indies  to  contend  for,  it  puts  me  in 
mind  of  a  fable  which  I  read  in  aj  monkish  author. 
He  quotes  for  it  one  of  the  Greek  mythologists,  that 
once  upon  a  time  a  colony  of  large  dogs  (called  the 
MolossH  transplanted  themselves  from  Epirus  to  Atalia, 
where  they  seized  those  parts  of  the  countries  most 
fertile  in  flesh  of  all  kinds,  obliging  the  native  dogs  to 
retire  from  their  best  kennels,  to  live  under  ditches  and 
bushes;  but  to  preserve  good  neighbourhood  and 
pc&ce,  and  finding  likewise  that  the  Atalian  dogs 
might  be  of  some  use  in  the  low  offices  of  life,  they 
passed  a  decree,  that  the  natives  should  be  cntided  to 
the  short  ribs,  tips  of  tails,  knuckle-bones,  and  guts  of 


all  the  game^  which  they  were  obliged  by  thrir  maiten 
to  run  down,  lliis  condition  was  accepted;  and  wluk 
was  a  little  singular,  while  the  Molosrian  dogs  kept  a 
good  understanding  among  themselves,  living  in  piace 
and  luxury,  these  Atalian  curs  were  perpetually  oarU 
ing,  growlnig,  barking  aad  tearing  out  each  other '• 
throats:  nay,  sometimes  those  of  the  best  quality 
among  them  were  seen  to  quarrel  with  as  much  anoMir 
for  a  rotten  gut  as  if  it  had  been  &  fat  hannch  of 
Tenison.  But  what  need  we  wonder  at  this  in  dmgi 
when  the  same  is  every  day  practised  by  mcnf 

Last  year  I  trarelled  from  Dublin  to  DumLIi. 
through  a  country  esteemed  the  most  fruitfol  put  of 
this  kingdom,  and  so  nature  intended  iL  But  no 
ornaments  and  improvements  of  such  a  scene  woe  ria* 
ble — ^no  habitations  fit  for  gentlemen,  no  ianncn' 
houses,  few  fields  of  com,  and  almost  a  bare  Cice  of 
nature,  without  new  plantations  of  any  kind,  oolj  a 
few  miserable  cottages  at  three  or  four  miles*  distuce, 
and  one  church  in  the  centre  between  this  city  ait<i 
Drogheda.  When  I  arrived  at  this  last  town,  the  fint 
mortifying  sight  was  the  ruins  of  aevenl  churcbe«, 
battenxl  down  by  that  usurper  Cromwell,  wbcie 
fimatic  seal  made  more  desolation  in  &  few  days  tba 
the  Ipiety  of  succeeding  prelates  or  the  wealth  of  tiie 
town  have  in  morethan'sizty  years  attempted  to  repair. 

Perhaps  the  inhabitants,  through  a  high  stcsin  of 
virtue,  have,  in  imitation  of  the  Atboiiana,  maile  & 
solemn  resolution  never  to  rebuild  those  saoed  edifices, 
but  rather  leave  them  in  ruins,  as  monuincnti  to  {«• 
petuate  the  detestable  memory  of  that  hellidk  instm- 
ment  of  rebellion,  desolation  and  murder.  For  tke 
Athenians,  when  Mardonius  had  ravai^ed  a  gi«at  mrt 
of  Greece,  took  a  formal  oath  at  the  isthmus  to  W 
their  lives  rather  than  their  liberty — to  rtand  by  tbnr 
leaders  to  the  last — ^to  spare  the  cities  of  such  faarhariaiif 
as  they  conquered :  and,  what  crowned  all,  the  con- 
clusion of  their  oath  was.  We  will  never  repair  aoy  «f 
the  temples  which  they  have  bmned  and  dcstrofeil 
that  they  may  appear  to  posterity  as  ao  many  hmoo* 
ments  of  these  wicked  barbarians.  This  wasagkvi(«» 
resolution ;  and  I  am  sorry  to  think  that  the  porfftr 
of  my  countrymen  will  not  let  the  world  suppose  they 
have  acted  upon  such  a  generous  principle ;  yet  upua 
this  occasion  I  caimot  but  observe  that  there  is  s 
fatality  in  some  nations  to  be  fond  of  tiiose  who  htve 
treated  them  with  the  least  humanity.  Thus  I  hsfe 
often  heard  the  memory  of  CromweU,  who  has  dppo])Q* 
lated,  and  almost  wholly  destroyed,  this  misenble 
country,  celebrated  like  that  of  a  sunt,  and  at  ti» 
same  time  the  sufferings  of  the  royal  martyr  tumrd 
into  ridicule,  and  his  murder  justified  even  from  the 
pulpit,  and  all  this  done  with  an  intent  to  gain  isTocr 
under  a  monarchy ;  which  is  a  new  strain  of  poditia 
that  I  shall  not  pretend  to  account  for. 

Examine  all  the  eastern  towns  of  Ireland,  and  '^ 
will  trace  this  horrid  instrument  of  destractiouT  '-^ 
defacing  of  churches,  and  particularly  in  destrofins 
whatever  was  ornamental,  either  wifiiin  or  without  tiHW. 
We  see  in  the  several  towns  a  very  few  houses  seanrmi 
among  the  ruins  of  thousands^  which  be  laid  Ind 
with  their  streets ;  great  numbers  of  casAlei,  diecoucrn 
seats  of  gentlemen  Sien  in  being  still  standing  in  min. 
habitations  for  bats,  daws  and  owls,  without  the  1<mi 
repairs  or  succession  of  other  buildings.  Nor  have  the 
country  churches,  as  far  as  my  eyes  could  reach,  mA 
with  any  better  treatment  from  him,  nine  in  ten  <^ 
them  lying  among  their  graves,  and  6od  only  kiw« 
when  they  are  to  have  a  resurrection.  When  I  pasani 
from  Dundalk,  where  this  cursed  usurper  s  handy^witi 
is  yet  visible,  I  cast  mine  eyes  around  hom  the  tap  i^ 
a  mountain,  from  whence  I  had  a  wide  and  s  wa^ 
prospect  of  several  venerable  ruins.  It  struck  lae  with  i 
melancholy,  not  unlike  thatezpieiNd  by  Ooeroin  «» 
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of  hii  letters,  which  being  mueb  upon  the  like  proepect, 
811(1  concluding  with  a  Teiy  neceiiaiy  reflection  on  the 
uncertainty  of  thing*  in  tliis  world,  I  shall  here  insert 
a  translation  of  what  he  says.  In  my  return  from  Asia, 
as  I  sailed  from  iCgina  towards  Megara,  I  began  to 
take  a  proepect  of  the  eereral  countries  round  me. 
Behind  me  was  iCgina ;  before  me  Megara ;  on  the 
Ti^ht  hand  the  Pyneus;  and  on  the  led  was  Corinth ; 
which  towns  were  formerly  in  a  most  flourishing  con* 
dition;  now  they  lie  prostrate  and  in  ruin.  Thus  I 
be^an  to  think  with  myself:  shall  we,  who  have  but  a 
triiling  existence,  express  any  resentment,  when  one  of 
lis  either  dies  a  natural  death  or  is  slain,  whose  lives 
are  necessarily  of  a  short  duration,  when  at  one  view 
I  behold  the  carcases  of  so  many  great  cities  ? 

What  if  he  had  seen  the  natives  of  those  free  repub- 
lics reduced  to  all  the  miserable  consequences  of  a 
conquered  people,  living  without  the  common  defences 
against  hunger  and  cold,  rather  appearing  like  spectres 
dian  men  i  I  am  apt  to  think  that,  seeing  his  fellow- 
creatures  in  ruin  like  this,  it  would  have  put  him  past 
all  patience  for  philosophic  reflection. 

As  fur  my  own  part,  I  confess  that  the  sights  aiHl 
occurrences  which  I  had  in  this  my  last  journey  so  far 
trutisported  me  to  a  mixture  of  rage  and  compassion, 
that  I  am  not  able  to  decide  whicli  had  the  greater 
influence  upon  my  spirits  ;  for  this  new  cant  of  a  rich 
and  flourishing  nation   was   still   uppermost   in   my 
thoughts ;  every  mile  1  travelled  giving  me  such  ample 
demonstrations  to  the  contrary.     For  this  reason  I  have 
been  at  the  pains  to  render  a  most  exact  and  faithful 
account  of  all  the  visible  signs  of  riches  which  1  met 
with  in  sixty  miles,  riding  through  the  most  public 
roads,  and  the  l^est  part  of  tlie  kingdom.     First,  as  to 
trade ;  I  met  nine  cars  loaden  with  old,  musty,  shri- 
vel letl   hides;    one  car-load  of  butter;    four  jockeys 
driving  eight  horses,  all  out  of  case;  one  cow  and  calf, 
driven  by  a  man  and  his  wife;  six  tattered  families 
flitting  to  be  shipped  off  to  the  West  Indies ;  a  colony 
of  a  hundred  and  fifty  beggars,  all  repairing  to  people 
our  metropolis,  and  by  increasing  the  number  of  hands, 
to  increiise  its  wealth,  upon  the  old  maxim  that  people 
are  the  riches  of  a  nation,  and  therefore  ten  thousand 
mouths,  with  hardly  ten  pair  of  hands,  or  hardly  anv 
work  to  employ  them,  wiU  infallibly  make  us  a  rich 
an<l   flourishing  people.     Secondly,  travellers  enough, 
hut  seven  in  ten  wanting  shirts  and  cnivats ;  nine  in 
ten  going  bare- foot,  and  carrying  their  brogues  and 
•t4>ckings  in  their  hands ;  one  woman  in  twenty  having 
a  pillion,  the  rest  riding  bare-backed :  above  two  hun- 
dre<l  horsemen,  with  four  pair  of  lioots  amongst  them 
all ;  seventeen  saddles  of  leather  (the  rest  being  made 
of  straw),  and  most  of  their  garrons  only  shml  before. 
I  went  hito  one  of  the  principal  fanners*  houses  out  of 
ctiriosity,  and   his   whole   funiiture  consisted  of  two 
blocks  for  stools,  a  bench  on  each  side  the  fireplace 
made  of  turf,  six  trenchers,  one  bowl,  a  |)ot,  six  horn 
apooii*!,    three  noggins,  three  blankets,  one  of  which 
servetl  the  man  and  maid-servant ;  the  other  the  master 
of  tbe  family,  hia  wife,  and  five  children;  a  small 
churn,  a  wooden  candlestick,  a  broken  stick  for  a  pair 
of  tongs.     In  the  public  towns,  one  third  of  the  inha* 
bitaiita   walking   the  street  bare-foot;    windows  half 
built  up  with  stone  to  save  the  expense  of  glass ;  tlie 
broken  panes  up  and  down  snppli«i  by  brown  paper, 
few  Iteing  able  to  afford  white;  in  some  places  tney 
were  etopped  with  hay  or  straw.     Another  mark  of  our 
ricliea  are  the  signs  at  tbe  sevend  inns  upon  the  roatl, 
viz.,  iu  some  a  staff  stuck  in  the  thatch  with  a  turf  at 
the  end  of  it ;  a  staff  in  a  dunghill,  with  a  white  rag 
wrapiied  about  tlie  head ;  a  pole,  where  they  can  afford 
it,  with  a  beesom  at  the  top;  an  oatmeal  cake  on  a 
bonrfl  in  a  window ;  and  at  the  princijial  inns  of  the 
roady  1  have  observed  the  signs  taken  down  and  laid 


against  the  wall  near  the  door,  being  taken  lirom  thei 
post  to  prevent  the  shaking  of  the  house  down  by  the 
wind.  In  short,  I  saw  not  one  single  house,  in  the 
best  town  I  travelled  through,  which  had  not  manifest 
appearances  of  beggary  and  want.  I  could  give  many 
more  instances  of  our  wealth,  but  I  hope  these  will 
suflBce  for  the  end  I  propose. 

It  may  be  objectea,  what  use  it  is  of  to  display  the 
poverty  of  the  nation  in  the  manner  I  have  done.  I 
answer,  I  desire  to  know  for  what  ends,  and  by  what 
persons,  this  new  opinion  of  our  flourishing  state  has  of 
late  been  so  industriously  advanced  :  one  thing  is  cer* 
tain,  that  the  advancers  have  either  already  found 
their  own  account,  or  have  been  heartily  promised,  or 
at  least  have  been  entertained  with  hopes,  by  seeing 
such  an  opinion  pleasing  to  those  who  have  it  in  their 
power  to  reward. 

It  is  no  doubt  a  very  generous  principle  in  any  per- 
son to  rejoice  in  the  felicities  of  a  nation,  where  them- 
selves are  strangers  or  sojourners :  but  if  it  be  found 
that  the  same  ])erBons,  on  all  other  occasions,  express  a 
hatred  and  contempt  of  the  nation  4nd  people  in 
general,  and  hold  it  for  a  maxim,  that  the  more  such 
a  country  is  humbled  the  more  their  own  will  rise,  it 
need  be  no  longer  a  secret  why  such  an  opinion,  and 
the  advancers  of  it,  are  encouraged.  And  besides,  if 
the  bailift*  reports  to  his  master  that  the  ox  is  fat  and 
strong,  when  in  reality  it  can  hardly  carry  its  own 
legs,  is  it  not  natural  to  think  that  command  will  be 
given  for  a  greater  load  to  be  put  upon  it  f 

No,  XII. 

Since  our  English  friends  have  done  ua  the  honour 
to  publish  to  their  countrymen  some  of  the  pieces  from 
this  paper,  we  think  ourselves  obliged  in  justice  to 
return  ttie  favour,  by  making  the  following  tale  from 
the  "  Country  Journal,"  dated  the  3rd  of  August,  1728, 
tlie  subject  of  thu  day  s  entertainment. 

PROM  MV  OWN  CHAMBEliS. 

When  I  was  a  young  man,  I  was  very  curious  in 
collecting  all  the  occasional  state  tracts,  or  pieces  of 
poetry,  which  were  published  at  that  time ;  and  upon 
looking  them  over,  I  find  some  which  I  believe  my 
readers  will  think  not  altogether  mal  ft  propos  at  pre- 
sent. The  following  verses  are  of  this  kind,  which 
appear  plainly  enough  to  be  levelled  at  some  pensionary 
parliament ;  but  as  the  author  of  this  little  piece  hath 
not  sufficiently  distinguished  the  characters  which  ho 
derigned  to  expose  by  any  particular  marka,  so  my 
memory  will  not  enable  me  to  explain  the  sentiments 
of  the  public  on  that  occasion.  However,  as  it  seems 
to  contain  a  good  general  moral,  I  have  ventured  to 
give  it  to  my  readers;  and  if  it  should  happen  to  meet 
with  any  success,  I  may  perhaps  communicate  otliers, 
which  are  not  to  be  met  with  in  any  of  the  public  mis* 
cellanies  of  those  times. 

THE  PROGRESS  OF  PATRIOTISM,     a  tale. 
Venilidh  HIC  auro  patrUm. 

Sir  Ralph,  a  simple  rural  knight,  ^ 
Could  just  distinguish  wrong  from  right. 
When  he  received  a  quarter's  rent. 
And  almost  Imlf  in  taxes  went : 
He  raird  at  places,  bribes  and  pensions,' 
And  secret  service,  new  inventions ; 
Preached  up  the  true  old  English  spirit. 
And  mouni  d  the  great  neglect  of  merit ; 
Lamenteil  our  forlorn  condition, 
And  wished  the  country  would  jtetition; 
Said  he  would  first  subscribe  his  name. 
And  added  *twas  a  burning  shame 
That  some  men  large  estates  should  get, 
And  fatten  on  the  public  debt ; 


846 


APPSNDIX  OF  MISCELLANEOUS  PAPERS. 


Of  bis  poor  country  urg*d  bis  loTe, 
And  shook  his  head  at  those  above. 

This  conduct,  in  a  private  station, 
Procured  the  knight  great  reputation  ; 
The  neighbours  all  approved  his  zeal, 
(Though  few  men  judge,  yet  all  men  feel,) 
And  with  a  general  voice  declared 
Money  was  scarce,  the  times  were  hard ; 
That  what  Sir  Ralph  observed  was  true, 
And  wish'd  the  gallows  had  its  due. 

Thus  blest  in  popular  affection. 
Behold  there  came  on  an  election. 
And  who  more  proper  than  Sir  Ralph 
To  guard  their  privileges  safe  f  ^ 
So  in  return  for  seal  and  beer, 
They  chose  him  for  a  knight  o'  the  shire. 

But  mark  bow  climates  change  the  mind, 
And  virtue  chops  about  like  wind ! 
Duly  the  knight  came  up  to  town, 
Resolv'd  to  pull  corruption  down, 
Frequented  clubs  of  the  same  party, 
And  in  the  caiue  continued  hearty, 
Broach'd  his  opinions,  wet  and  dry, 
And  gave  some  hon^  votes  awry. 

At  lengdi  in  that  old  spacious  court^ 
Where  members  just  at  noon  resort. 
Up  to  our  knight  Sir  Bluestring  came, 
And  calVd  him  frankly  by  his  name ; 
Smiled  on  him,  shook  him  by  the  liand, 
And  gave  him  soon  to  understand. 
That  though  his  person  was  a  stranger, 
Yet  that  in  times  of  greatest  danger. 
His  faithful  services  were  known, 
And  all  his  family's  here  in  town, 
For  whom  he  had  a  great  affection ; 
And  wished  him  joy  of  his  election, 
Assured  him  that  his  country *s  voice 
Could  not  have  made  a  better  choice. 

Sir  Ralph,  who,  if  not  much  belied. 
Had  always  some  degrees  of  pride, 
Perceiv'd  his  heart  begin  to  swell. 
And  liked  this  doctrine  mighty  well ; 
Took  notice  of  his  air  and  look, 
And  how  familiarly  he  spoke ; 
Such  condescensions,  sucli  professions, 
Removed  all  former  ill  impressions. 

The  statesman  (who  we  roust  agree 
Can  far  into  our  foibles  see. 
And  knows  exactly  how  to  flatter 
The  weak  blind  sides  of  human  nature) 
Saw  the  vain  wretch  begin  to  yield. 
And  further  thus  his  oil  instiird. 

"  Sir  Ralph,"  said  he,  "  all  forms  apart, 
So  dear  I  hold  you  at  my  heart, 
Have  such  a  value  for  your  worth, 
Your  sense,  and  honour,  and  so  forth, 
That  in  some  points  extremely  nice, 
I  should  be  proud  of  your  advice ; 
Let  me,  good  Sir,  the  favour  pray 
To  eal  a  bit  with  me  to-day  : 
Nay,  dear  Sir  Ralph,  you  must  agree 


"  Your  honour's  hour?" «  Exactly  three." 

These  points  p^mis'd,  they  bow  and  iiart 
Witli  hands  pressed  hard  to  eitlier  heart : 
For  now  the  public  business  calls 
Kach  patriot  to  St.  Stephen's  walls, 
Whetlier  the  present  debts  to  state, 
Or  on  some  new  suppli^  debate, 
Would  here  be  needless  to  relate. 

From  thence,  at  the  appointed  hour, 
the  knight  attends  the  man  of  power  ; 
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Who,  better  to  secure  his  ends, 
Had  likewise  bid  some  courtly  friends. 
His  brother  Towidy  and  his  Grace, 
Great  statesmen  both,  and  both  in  place: 
Our  British  Horace  famed  for  wit. 
Alike  for  courts  and  senates  fit ; 
Sir  William,  from  his  early  youth. 
Renowned  for  honour,  virtue,  truth ; 
And  Bubble,  just  rertored  to  &votir. 
On  pardon  asked  for  late  behaviour. 

The  statesman  met  his  convert  guest, 
Saluted,  claiped  him  to  his  breas^ 
Then  introduced  him  to  &e  rest 

Whilst  he  with  wonder  and  amaze. 
The  splendour  of  tlie  house  surveys : 
Huge  china  jars,  and  piles  of  plate^ 
And  modish  screens,  and  beds  of  state. 
Gilt  sconces  of  stupendous  size. 
And  costly  paintings  strike  his  eyes, 
From  Italy  and  Flanders  brought ; 
At  the  expense  of  nations  bought ; 
Yet  doth  not  one  of  these  relate, 

The  tragic  end  of  r s  of  state  ; 

Although  such  pictures  might  supply 
Fit  lessons  to  tlie  great  man  s  eye  : 
But  o'ergrown  fav 'rites  dread  to  think 
From  whence  tliey  rose,  and  how  taay  sink. 

Dinner  now  waited  on  the  board. 
Rich  as  this  city  would  aflbrd, 
(For  every  element  supplies 
His  table  with  its  rarities.) 
The  guests  promiscuous  take  their  place. 
Pro  ffMW'e,  without  form  of  grace : 
There  might  the  little  knight  be  seen 
With  ribbons  blue  and  ribbons  grecu, 
All  complaisant  and  debonair. 
As  if  tlie  king  himself  were  there. 
Obsequious  each  consults  his  taste. 
And  begging  to  be  served  the  last. 
Points  round  by  turn  to  every  disli ; 
*<  Will  you  have  soup  Sir  RiUpb,  or  &ii1 
This  frigasee  or  ^at  ragout  ? 
Pray,  Sir,  be  free,  and  let  me  knov." 

The  cloth  removed,  the  glass  goes  round, 
W*ith  loyal  healths  and  wishes  crown'd ; 
May  king  and  senate  long  agree  I 
Success  attend  the  ministry ! 
Let  public  faitli  and  stocks  incream ! 
And  grant  us,  Heaven,  a  speedy  peace ! 

Discourse  ensues  on  liome>hred  rage. 
That  rank  distemper  of  the  age ; 
And  uistantly  they  all  agree. 
They  never  were  so  bless'd  or  free ; 
That  all  complaints  were  nought  but  factitui. 
And  patriotism  mere  distraction, 
Though  full  of  reason,  void  of  grace. 
And  only  meant  to  get  in  place. 

Sir  Ralph  in  approbation  bowM  ;  . 
Yet  owned  that  with  the  giddy  crowd. 
He  formerly  had  gone  astray, 
And  talked  in  quite  another  way, 
Possessed  with  jealousies  and  fears. 
Dispersed  by  restless  pamphleteers, 
In  ltl)els  weekly  and  diurnal ; 
Ks))ecially  the  "  Country  Journal  ;\ 
But  as  he  felt  severe  contrition. 
He  hoped  his  faults  would  find  remission. 

"  Dear  Sir,"  replied  the  Bluestring  kiugfit, 
I^m  glad  you  think  affairs  go  right, 

*  From  hence  it  appesrs  that  a  paper  vat  poblw^t  o^^^ 
that  name,  long  befijro  this,  in  whica  we  are  at  ptewwit  ai^«^ 
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All  enron  past  must  be  excused, 
(Since  the  oett  men  may  be  abtis'd,) 
What's  in  my  power  you  may  oommand : 
Then  shook  him  onoe  more  by  the  hand, 
Gave  him  great  hopes,  (at  least  his  word,) 
That  he  should  be  a  Traisury  lord, 
And  to  cooflrm  his  good  intention. 
At  present  ordered  him  a  pension. 

By  these  degrees,  sir  Ralph  is  grown 
The  stanchest  tool  in  all  the  town. 
At  points  and  job-work  nerer  fails, 
At  all  his  old  acquaintance  mils ; 
Holds  every  doctnne  now  in  fashion. 
That  debts  are  blessing  to  a  nation ; 
That  bribery  under  Whig  direction. 
Is  needful  to  discourage  faction ; 
That  standing  armies  are  most  fitting 
To  guard  the  liberties  of  Britain ; 

That  F ce  is  her  sinoerest  friood, 

On  whom  she  always  should  depend ; 
That  ministers,  by  kings  appointed, 
Are,  under  them,  the  Lord*s  anointed ; 
Ergo,  it  is  the  self-same  thing, 
T*  oppose  a  minister  or  king ; 
Ergo,  by  consequence  of  reason, 
To  censure  statesman  is  high  treason. 
In  fine,  his  standing  creed  is  this ; 
That  right  or  wrong,  or  hit  or  miss. 
No  mischteft  can  befall  a  nation. 
Under  so  wise  a  ministration ; 
That  Britain  is  sir  Bluestring*s  debtor. 
And  things  did  surely  ue*er  go  better? 

So  the  plain  country  girl,  imtainted. 
Nor  yet  with  wicked  man  acquainted. 
Starts  at  the  first  lewd  application. 
Though  warm  perhaps  by  inclination, 
And  swears  she  would  not  with  the  king. 
For  all  the  world  do  such  a  thing : 
But  when  with  long  assiduous  art, 
Damon  hath  once  seduc*d  her  heart, 
She  learns  her  lesson  in  a  trice. 
And  justifies  the  pleasing  vice, 
Calls  it  a  natural,  harmless  passion. 
Implanted  from  our  first  creation ; 
Holds  there's  no  sin  between  clean  sheets^ 
And  lies  with  every  man  she  meets. 

[.'1/5.]  The  tale  of  sir  Ralph  was  sent  from  Eng- 
land.— Dr.  Swift. 
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Arisr,  cry  out  in  the  night:  in  the  bcginninff  of  the 
watches  pour  out  thine  heart  like  water  before  the 
face  of  the  l^rd :  lift  up  thy  hands  towards  him,  for 
the  life  of  thy  young  children  that  Hunt  fnr  hunger  in 
the  top  of  every  street. 

I  do  remember  to  have  read  an  account,  that  an  ode 
which  Pindar  writ  in  honour  of  the  island  Deloa,  was 
iiiacribed  in  the  temple  of  Minerva  at  Athens,  in  large 
letters  of  gold.  A  public  and  very  laudable  acknow* 
leclgment  for  the  potfi  ingenuity,  and  for  no  more 
thaii  a  bare  compliment  I  Such  was  the  encourage- 
ment given  by  the  great  and  public-spirited  Athenians. 
Ha«l  the  same  poet,  inspired  by  a  noble  and  heroic 
airdour,  by  another  ode  awaked  and  roused  their  whole 
atate  against  an  invading  enemy,  or  opened  their  eyes 
against  any  secret  and  wicked  contriveis  of  their  de- 
at ruction,  they  would  have  erected  him  a  statue  at 
leoAt.  But,  alas!  that  spirit  is  fled  from  the  world  and 
lauff  since  neglected.  \  irtue  is  become  Iter  own  pay- 
maiiter.  My  cowitrynien  I  hope  will  foigive  me  if  I 
rornplairi,  tliere  has  been  so  little  notice  taken  of  a 
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small  but  most  excellent  pamphlet,  written  by  the 
drapicr.  It  is  entitled,  "  A  Short  View  of  the  State  of 
Ireland.  There  never  was  any  treatise  yet  publishrd 
with  a  leal  more  generous  for  the  universal  good  of  a 
nation,  or  a  design  more  seasonable,  considmng  our 
prssent  lamentable  condition ;  yet  we  listen  not  to  the 
voice  of  the  charmer.  Whereas  it  should  have  been 
inscribed  in  capital  letters  (as  glorious  as  those  of  the 
poet)  in  the  most  public  part  of  every  corporation  town 
throughout  this  whole  kingdom,  that  people  might 
behold  the  several  unprovoked  causes  of  their  poverty, 
our  oflTences  towards  heaven  excepted.  Nay,  I  will 
proceed  further,  and  say  that  every  head  of  every 
family  ought  to  instruct  the  children  so  Ikr  in  this 
most  incomparable  pamphlet,  that  they  should  not 
only  understand,  but  be  able  to  repeat  by  heart  every 
single  paragraph  through  the  whole.  Hub  was  the 
method  laid  down  by  the  wisest  lawgiver  that  ever 
the  world  produced,  to  gain  the  hearts  of  the  people, 
by  working  upon  their  memories. 

Deut  VI.  7. — ^And  thou  shalt  teach  them  diligently 
unto  thy  children,  and  shalt  talk  of  them  whea  thou 
sittest  in  thine  house^  and  when  thou  walkest  by  the 
way,  and  when  thou  liett  down,  and  when  thou  risest 

8.  And  thou  shalt  bind  them  for  a  sign  upon  thine 
hand,  and  they  shall  be  as  frontlets  between  thine  eyes. 

9.  And  thou  shalt  write  them  upon  the  poets  of  thy 
house,  and  on  thy  gates. 

And  where  would  be  the  great  trouble,  since  we 
have  little  else  to  do,  if  every  man  would  read  a  lec- 
ture of  the  **  Short  View  "  every  day  in  his  fiunily  after 
reading  prayers  f  Nor  do  I  think  the  expense  would 
be  extravagant  if  he  should  have  every  page  of  it 
reprinted  to  be  hung  up  in  frames  in  every  chamber  of 
his  house.  That  it  might  be  as  evident  as  the  hand- 
writing on  the  wall. 

And  since  I  have  ventured  thus  far  to  praise  and 
recommend  this  moat  inimitable  piece,  let  me  speak  a 
few  words  in  frivour  of  its  au^or. 

I  would  propose  to  my  countr]rmen,  before  all  their 
money  goes  off,  (it  is  going  as  fast  as  possible,^  to 
convert  it  into  a  few  statues  to  the  drapier  in  tuose 
memorable  parts  of  this  kingdom  where  our  heroes 
have  shone  with  the  greatest  lustre,  in  defence  of  our 
liberty  and  the  Prototant  religion,  over  all  Europe : 
at  Derry,  at  Enniskillen,  at  Boyne,  at  Aughrim.  Nor 
would  it  be  amiss  to  set  up  a  few  more  about  our 
metropolis,  with  that  glorious  inscription,  Libertaa  et 
natale  solum. 

If  our  money  were  metamorphosed  upon  such  a 
good  occasion  as  this,  it  would  not  be  in  the  power 
of  any  Cypselus,*  to  get  into  his  own  coffeia>  and 
it  would  be  Use  oidy  method  to  prevent  its  being 
carried  off*  except  our  yiceroys  should  act  like  the 
Roman  jmefects,  and  run  away  with  our  very  statues. 
Courteous  reader,  mark  well  what  follows.  I  am 
assured  that  it  hath  foi  some  time  been  practised  as  a 
method  of  making  men*s  court  when  they  are  asked 
about  the  rate  of  lands,  the  abilities  of  tenants,  the 
state  of  trade  and  manufacture  in  this  kingdom,  and 
how  their  rents  are  paid,  to  answer,  that  in  their  neigh- 
bourhood all  things  are  in  a  flourishing  condition,  the 
rent  and  purchase  of  land  every  day  increasing.  And 
if  a  gentleman  happens  to  be  a  little  more  sincere  in 
his  representations,  besides  being  looked  on  as  not  well 
aflfected,  he  is  sure  to  have  a  doaen  contradictors  at  hia 
elbow.  I  think  it  is  no  manner  of  secret  why  these 
questions  are  so  cordially  asked,  and  so  obligingly 
answered. 

But  since,  with  regard  to  the  aflain  of  this  kingdom, 

a  CyiMolus.  a  noTrmorof  Corinth,  who  eonlrifcd  a  tax  whleh 
teouRht  all  the  moncv  of  thai  ilalelohlmaeUiB  ten  yean*  lime. 
~Vide"AiiMot  Fbilt." 
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I  have  been  using  all  endeavours  to  labdae  my  indig- 
nation,  to  which  indeed  I  am  not  provoked  by  any 
personal  interest,  being  not  the  owner  of  one  spot  i^ 
ground  in  the  whole  island,  I  shall  only  enumerate  by 
rules  generally  known,  and  never  contradicted,  what 
are  the  true  causes  of  any  country's  flourishing  and 
growing  rich,  and  then  examine  what  effects  arise  from 
those  causes,  in  the  kingdom  of  Ireland. 

The  first  cause  of  a  kingdom's  thriving  is  the  fruit- 
fulness  of  the  soil  to  produce  the  necessaries  and  con- 
veniences of  life,  not  only  sufficient  for  the  inhabit- 
ants, but  for  exportation  to  other  countries. 

The  second  is  the  industry  of  the  people,  in  working 
up  all  their  native  commodities,  to  the  last  degree  of 
manufacture. 

The  third  is  the  conveniency  of  safe  ports  and  havens 
to  carry  out  their  own  goods  as  much  manu&ctured, 
and  bring  in  those  of  others  as  little  manufactured,  as 
the  nature  of  mutual  commerce  will  allow. 

The  fourth  is  that  natives  should,  as  much  as  possi- 
ble, export  and  import  their  goods  in  vessels  of  their 
own  timber,  made  in  their  own  country. 

The  fifth  is  the  liberty  of  a  free  trade  in  all  foreign 
countries  which  will  permit  them  to  export  their  goods 
over  the  world,  except  to  those  who  are  in  war  with 
tiieir  own  prince  or  state. 

The  sixth  is,  by  being  governed  only  by  laws  made 
with  their  own  consent,  for  otherwise  they  are  not  a 
free  people.  And  therefore,  all  appeals  for  justice,  or 
applications  for  favour  or  preferment  to  another  coun- 
try, are  so  many  grievous  impoverishments. 

The  seventh  is,  by  improvement  of  land,  encourage- 
ment of  agriculture,  and  tliereby  increasing  the  number 
of  their  people,  without  which  any  country,  however 
blessed  by  nature,  must  continue  poor. 

The  eighth  is,  the  residence  of  the  princes,  or  chief 
administration  of  the  civil  power. 

Tlie  ninth  is,  the  concourse  of  foreigners  for  edu- 
cation, curiosity  or  pleasure^  or  as  to  a  general  mart 
of  trade. 

The  tenth  is,  by  disposing  all  offices  of  honour,  profit 
or  trust,  only  to  the  natives,  or  at  least  with  very  few 
exceptions,  where  strangers  have  long  inhabited  the 
country,  and  are  supposed  to  understand  and  r^ard 
the  interest  of  it  as  their  own. 

The  eleventh  is,  when  the  rents  of  lands,  and  profits 
of  employments  are  spent  in  the  country  whicn  pro- 
duced them,  and  not  in  another,  tlie  former  of  which 
will  certainly  happen,  where  the  love  of  our  native 
country  prevails. 

The  twelfth  is,  by  the  public  revenues,  being  all 
spent  and  employed  at  home,  except  on  the  occasions 
of  a  foreign  war. 

The  thirteenth  is,  where  the  people  are  not  obliged, 
unless  they  find  it  for  their  own  interest  or  conveniency, 
to  receive  any  moneys,  except  of  their  own  coinage 
by  a  public  mint,  ailer  the  manner  of  all  civilised 
nations. 

The  fourteenth  is,  a  disposition  of  people  of  a 
country  to  wear  their  own  manufactures,  and  import 
as  few  excitements  to  luxury,  either  in  cloaths,  furni- 
ture, food,  or  drink,  as  they  possibly  can  live  conve- 
niently without 

There  are  many  other  causes  of  a  nation's  thriving, 
which  I  cannot  at  present  recollect ;  but  without  ad- 
vantage from  at  least  some  of  these,  after  turning  my 
thoughts  a  long  time,  I  am  not  able  to  discover  from 
whence  our  wealth  proceeds,  and  therefore  would 
gladly  be  better  informed.  In  the  mean  time  I  will 
here  examine  what  share  falls  to  Ireland  of  these 
causes,  or  of  the  effects  and  consequences. 

It  is  not  my  intention  to  complain,  but  barely  to 
relate  facts,  and  tiie  matter  is  not  of  small  importance. 

For  it  is  allowed  that  a  man  who  lives  in  a  solitary 


house,  far  ftom  help,  is  not  wise  in  endeaToaring  to 
acquire  in  the  neighbourhood  the  reputatioo  of  hmg 
rich,  because;  those  who  come  tar  gold,  will  p>  off  vi^ 
pewter  and  brass  rather  than  retom  empty;  and  in 
the  common  practice  of  the  woiid,  those  who  pos^ss 
most  wealth  make  the  least  narade^  wbicb  they  Uurt 
to  others  who  have  nothing  «8e  to  bear  tfaam  ant,  m 
showing  tlieir  faces  on  the  exchange. 

As  to  the  first  cause  of  a  nation  a  riches,  bni^  the 
fertility  of  the  soil,  as  well  as  tempenture  of  the  cli> 
mate,  we  have  no  reason  to  complam ;  fas'  althoogb  the 
quantity  of  unprofitable  land  in  this  lung^om,  reck^a- 
ing  bog  and  rock,  and  barren  mounlAi,  be  doofak  in 
proportion  to  what  it  is  in  England,  yrt  the  naCrre 
productions  which  both  kingdoms  deal  in,  are  very 
near  on  equality  in  point  of  goodness,  axKl  might,  wi^ 
the  same  encouragement,  be  as  well  manuiadbured :  I 
except  mines  and  minerals,  in  some  point  of  A21  sad 
industry.  In  the  second,  which  is  the  industry  «f 
the  people,  our  misfortune  is  not  altogether  owing  to 
our  own  fault,  but  to  a  million  of  discouragenaeBla. 

The  conveniency  of  ports  and  havena  whidi  laiarp 
bestowed  on  us  so  liberally,  is  of  no  more  use  to  u 
than  a  beautiful  prospect  to  a  man  shut  up  in  a  dun- 
geon. 

As  to  shipping  of  its  own,  this  kingdom  is  no  otterlT 
unprovided  tnat,  of  all  the  excellent  timber  cut  down 
wimin  these  fifty  or  sixty  years,  it  can  hardly  be  said 
that  the  nation  hath  received  the  benefit  of  one  valu- 
able house  to  dwell  in  or  one  ship  to  trade  with. 

Ireland  is  the  only  kingdom  I  ever  heaid  or  read  nC 
either  in  ancient  or  modem  story,  which  waa  dcnini 
the  liberty  of  exporting  their  native  oommodities  and 
manufactures  wherever  they  pleased,  except  to  ora»- 
tries  at  war  with  their  own  prince  or  state ;  yet  thci. 
by  the  superiority  of  mere  power,  is  refused  ns  ia  (h>* 
most  momentous  parts  of  commerce ;  besides  an  ad  ol* 
navigation  to  which  we  never  consented,  pinned  down 
upon  us  and  rigorously  executed,  and  a  ^ousand  odicr 
unexampled  circumstances,  as  grievous  as  they  sir 
invidious  to  mention.     To  go  on  to  the  rest : — 

It  is  too  well  known  that  we  were  forced  to  obey 
some  laws  we  never  consented  to,  which  is  a  eondit>«ai 
I  must  not  call  by  its  true  uncontroveited  name,  fer 

fear  of  my  L C J W d's  ghost,  with 

his  "  Libertas  et  natale  solum,"  written  as  a  motto  on  ku 
coach,  as  it  stood  at  the  door  of  the  court,  while  be  was 
perjuring  himself  to  betmy  both.  Thus  we  are  in  the 
condition  of  patients,  who  have  physie  sent  tfaem  by 
doctors  at  a  distance,  strangers  to  their  cuustitutioa. 
and  the  nature  of  the  disease ;  and  thus  we  are  faced 
to  pay  500  per  cent,  to  decide  oar  properties,  in  ail 
which  we  have  likewise  the'honour  to  be  dintingQidbed 
f^om  the  whole  race  of  mankind. 

As  to  improvement  of  land,  those  few  who  attens^ 
that,  or  planting,  through  covetousness  or  want  of  sksU. 
generally  leave  things  wonse  than  diey  were,  nn^ff 
succeeding  in  trees  nor  hedges,  and  by  nominw  iafis 
the  fancy  of  grazing,  after  the  manner  of  the  Scy&iaas. 
are  every  day  depopulating  the  country. 

We  are  so  &r  from  having  a  king  to  reside  aiiKwr 
us,  that  even  the  viceroy  is  generally  afasest  Ibor-fifths 
of  his  time  in  the  government 

No  stmngers  from  other  countries  make  this  a  part 
of  their  travels  where  they  can  expect  to  see  ngthiny 
but  scenes  of  misery  and  desolation. 

Those  who  have  the  misfhrtune  to  be  bom  here  hare 
the  least  title  to  any  considerable  employnscnt.  fe> 
which  they  are  seldom  preferred  bat  upon  a  poiitksl 
consideration. 

One-third  part  of  the  rents  of  Ireland  in  spent  ia 
England,  which,  with  the  profit  of  employmeots^  pee- 
sions,  appeals,  journeys  of  pleasure  or  health,  edoca- 
tion  at  the  inns  of  courts,  and  both  nmressitieii 
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tancet  at  pleasure,  the  pay  of  all  superior  officers  in  tlie 
army  and  other  incidents,  will  amount  to  a  full  half 
of  the  income  of  the  whole  kingdom,  all  clear  profit  to 
England. 

We  an  denied  the  liberty  of  coining  gold,  silver,  or 
even  copper.  In  the  Isle  of  Man  they  coin  their  own 
silver,  every  petty  prince,  vassal  to  the  emperor,  can 
coin  what  monev  he  pleaieth.  And  iu  this,  as  in  most 
of  the  artidei  already  mentioned,  we  are  an  exception 
to  all  other  states  or  monarchies  that  were  ever  known 
in  the  world. 

As  to  the  last  or  fourteenth  article,  we  take  special 
eaxe  to  act  diametrically  contrary  to  it  in  the  whole 
eonise  of  our  lives.  Both  sexes,  but  especially  the 
women,  despise  and  abhor  to  wear  any  of  their  own 
manufactures,  even  thoae  which  axe  better  made  than 
in  other  countries,  particularly  a  sort  of  silk  plaid, 
through  which  the  workmen  are  forced  to  run  a  gold 
thread,  that  it  may  pass  for  Indian.  Even  ale  and 
potatoes  in  great  quantity  are  imported  from  England 
as  well  as  com,  imd  our  foreign  trade  is  little  more 
than  importation  of  French  wine,  for  which  I  am  told 
we  pay  ready  money. 

Now  if  all  this  be  true,  upon  which  I  could  easily 
enlarge,  I  would  be  glad  to  know  by  what  secret 
method  it  is  that  we  grow  a  rich  and  flourishing  people, 
with  libertv,  trade,  manufactures,  inhabitants,  money 
or  the  privilege  of  coining,  without  industry,  labour, 
or  improvement  of  lands,  and  with  more  than  half  of 
the  rent  and  profits  of  the  whole  kingdom  annually 
exported,  for  which  we  receive  not  a  single  farthing : 
and  to  make  up  all  this,  nothing  worth  mentioning, 
except  the  linen  of  the  north,  a  trade  casual,  corrupted, 
and  at  mercy,  and  some  butter  from  Ck>rk.  If  we  do 
flourish,  it  must  be  against  every  law  of  nature  and 
reason,  like  the  thorn  at  Qlassenbury,  that  blossoms  in 
the  midst  of  winter. 

Let  the  worthy  C  rs  who  come  from  England, 

ride  round  the  kingdom,  and  observe  the  hce  of  na* 
ture,  or  the  faces  of  the  natives;  the  improvement  of 
the  land  ;  the  thriving,  numerous  plantations ;  the 
noble  woods ;  the  abun<tance  and  vicinity  of  countrv* 
seats;  the  commodious  farmers^-honses,  and  bams;  the 
towns  and  villages,  where  everybody  is  busy,  and 
thriving  with  all  kind  of  manufactures ;  the  shops  full 
of  goods  wrought  to  perfection,  and  filled  wim  cus> 
tomers;  the  comfortable  diet,  and  dress,  and  dwellings 
of  the  people ;  the  vast  number  of  ships  in  our  har- 
bours and  docks,  and  shipwrights  in  our  seaport  towns ; 
the  roads  crowded  with  carriers  laden  with  rich  ma- 
nufactures; the  perpetual  concoune  to  and  fro  of 
pompous  equipages. 

With  wlwt  envy  and  admiration  would  these  gentle- 
men return  from  so  delightfiil  a  progress!  What 
glorious  reports  would  they  make  when  they  went 
back  to  England ! 

But  my  heart  is  too  heavy  to  continue  this  ironv 
longer,  for  it  is  manifest,  that  whatever  stranger  took 
■uch  a  journey,  would  he  apt  to  think  himself  tmvel- 
Itng  in  I^pland,  or  Iceland,  rather  than  in  a  country 
so  favoured  by  nature  as  ours,  both  in  fruitfulness  of 
soil  and  temperature  of  climate.  The  miserable  dress, 
and  diet,  and  dwelling  of  the  people;  the  general  deso- 
lation in  most  parts  of  the  kmgoom ;  the  old  seats  of 
the  nobility  and  gentry  all  in  ruins,  and  no  new  ones  in 
their  stead ;  the  families  of  farmers  who  pay  great  rents, 
living  in  filth  and  nastiuess  upon  buttermilk  and  po- 
tatoes, without  a  shoe  or  stocking  to  their  feet,  or  a 
houae  so  convenient  as  an  English  hogsty  to  receive 
them :  these  indeed  may  be  comfortable  sights  to  an 
English  spectator,  who  comci  fof  a  short  time,  only  to 


leara  the  language^  and  returns  back  to  his  own  country* 
whither  he  finds  all  our  wealth  transmitted. 
Nostrm  mkeria  magnui  et. 

There  is  not  one  argument  used  to  prove  the  riches 
of  Ireland,  which  is  not  a  logical  demonstration  of  its 
poverty.  The  rise  of  our  rents  is  squeexed  out  of  the 
very  blood  and  vitals,  and  cloaths,  and  dwellings  of 
the  tenants,  who  live  worse  than  English  beggars.  The 
lowness  of  interest,  in  all  other  countries  a  sign  of 
wealth,  is  in  us  a  proof  of  misery,  there  being  no  trade 
to  employ  any  borrower.  Hence  alone  comes  the  dear- 
ness  of  land,  since  the  savers  liave  no  other  way  to  lay 
out  their  money.  Hence  the  dearoess  of  necessaries 
for  life,  because  the  tenants  cannot  afibrd  to  pay  such 
extravagant  rates  for  land  (which  they  must  take  or  go 
a-beggiug)  without  raisine  tlie  price  of  cattle,  and  of 
com,  although  they  should  live  upon  chaff.  Hence 
our  increase  of  buildings  in  this  city,  because  workmen 
have  nothing  to  do,  but  employ  one  another,  and  one 
half  of  them  are  infallibly  undone.  Hence  the  daily 
increase  of  bankers  who  may  be  a  necessary  evil  in  a 
trading  country,  but  so  ruinous  in  ours,  who  for  their 
private  advantage  have  sent  away  all  our  silver,  and 
one-third  of  our  gold ;  so  that,  within  three  years  past, 
the  running  cash  of  the  nation,  which  was  aoout 
500,000/.,  is  now  less  than  200,000/.,  and  must  daily 
diminish  unless  we  have  liberty  to  coin,  as  well  as  that 
important  kingdom  the  Isle  of  Man,  and  the  meanest 
prince  in  the  German  empire,  as  I  before  observed. 

I  have  sometimes  thought  that  this  paradox  of  the 
kingdom  growing  rich  is  chiefly  owing  to  those  worthy 
gentlemen,  the  bankers,  who,  except  some  custom-house 
officers,  birds  of  passage,  oppressive  tlirifty  squires,  and 
a  few  others  that  shall  be  nameless,  are  the  only  thriv- 
ing people  among  us :  and  I  have  often  wished  that 
a  law  were  enacted  to  hang  up  half  a  doien  bankers 
every  year,  and  thereby  interpose,  at  least,  some  short 
delay  to  the  further  rain  of  Ireland. 

*'  Ve  are  idle ! — ye  are  idle  !**  answered  Pharaoh  to 
the  Israelites,  when  they  complained  to  his  majesty 
that  they  were  forced  to  make  bricks  without  straw. 

England  enjoys  every  one  of  these  advantages  for 
enriching  a  nation,  which  I  have  above  enumerated, 
and  into  the  bargain  a  good  million  returned  to  them 
every  year  without  labour,  or  haiard,  or  one  farthing 
value  received  on  our  side :  but  how  long  we  shall  be 
able  to  continue  the  payment  I  am  not  under  the  least 
concern.  One  thing  I  know,  that  when  the  hen  is 
starved  to  death,  there  will  be  no  more  golden  eggs. 

I  tliink  it  a  little  unhospitable,  and  othen  may  call 
it  a  subtle  piece  of  malice,  that,  because  there  may 
be  a  doien  families  in  this  town  able  to  entertain  their 
Eiiglish  friends  in  a  generous  manner  at  their  tables, 
their  gu«ts,  upon  their  return  to  England,  shall  report 
that  we  wallow  in  riches  and  luxury. 

Yet  I  confess  I  have  known  an  hospital,  where  all 
the  household  officers  grew  rich,  while  the  poor,  for 
whose  sake  it  was  built,  were  almost  starving,  for 
want  of  food  and  raiment. 

To  conclude,  if  Ireland  be  a  rich  and  flourishing 
kingdom,  its  wealth  and  prosperity  must  be  owing  to 
certain  causes,  which  are  yet  concealed  from  the  whole 
race  of  mankind,  and  the  effects  are  equally  invisible. 
We  need  not  wonder  at  strangen,  when  they  deliver 
such  paradoxes ;  but  a  native  and  inhabitant  t^  this 
kingdom,  wlio  gives  the  same  verdict,  must  be  either 
ignorant  to  stupidity,  or  a  man-pleaser  at  the  expense 
of  all  honour,  conscience,  and  truth. 

\MS.\  Tlie  15A  is  a  pamphlet  of  mine,  printed 
before  with  Dr.  Sheridan's  preface,  merely  for  uuinesi 
not  to  disappoint  the  town.—- Da.  Swift. 
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Fob  the  followiiig  two  lett«n,  not  hitbatD  pabl{ah«d  in  any 
edition  of  Swifi'e  works,  the  editor  has  been  indebted  to  the 
gx^at  kindnen  and  courtesy  of  Mi.  T.  C.  Croker,  the  fortunate 
poMeesor  of  perhaps  tlie  richest  and  most  valuable  collection 
of  printed  tracts,  baUads,  and  other  pieces,  published  in  what 
were  termed  broadsides,  aud  also  of  manoscripts  relating  to 
the  busiest  period  of  Swift's  political  career,  known  to  exist. 
With  an  urbanity  eaualled  only  by  the  worm  interest  expressed 
for  the  objects  which  the  editor  hail  in  view,— the  recovery  of 
loat  pieces  known  to  have  been  written  by  Swift, — with  Ihe  most 
generous  promptneM  he  oommeoced  a  list  of  his  large  and  curi- 
ous collection,  and  had  conies  taken,  for  the  editor,  of  those  pro- 
ductions found  to  be  Swift's. 

In  the  affected  satire  upon  the  author  of  the  "  Drapier's  Let- 
ters." and  the  real  caustic  irony  with  whidi  he  treats  the  chief- 
justjoe.  Whits  hed,  we  may  easily  recognise  Swift,  without  the 
aid  of  the  well-known  initials  attached  to  the  first  of  the  two 
following  letters.— Ed. 


A  THIRD  LETTER;  FBOM 


TO  THE 


Justum  et  tenaoem  propositi  Virum 
Non  dvinm  ardor  prava  jubentium ; 
Non  vultus  ittstantis  Tiranni 
Mente  quatit  solida. — Hob. 

Ambition  and  ayarice  are  two  vices  which  are 
directly  opposite  to  the  character  of  every  true  mi- 
nister ;  for  though  an  increase  of  power  or  of  riches 
may  be  the  proper  reward  of  honour  and  merit,  and 
the  most  honest  statesman  may  with  justice  accept 
of  either,  yet,  when  the  mind  is  infected  with  a 
thirst  after  them,  all  notions  of  truth,  principle,  and 
independency  are  lost  in  such  minds,  and,  by  grow- 
ing slaves  to  their  own  passions,  they  become  natu- 
rally subservient  to  those  who  can  indulge  and  gratify 
them. 

The  many  examples  which  every  age  can  furnish 
of  the  mischiefs  which  ambitioizs  and  avaricious  men 
have  brought  upon  the  governments  they  have  lived 
under,  are  obvious  to  all  mankind. 

In  obscure  persons  these  monstrous  vices  lead  fre- 
quently those  that  are  possessed  of  them  into  mis- 
chiefs and  villany,  and  are  often  the  causes  that  have 
brought  mean  offenders  under  the  hands  of  the  law. 
But  whenever,  for  the  curse  of  a  government,  the 
greatest  statesmen  are  endowed  with  these  springs 
of  corruption  and  knavery,  the  unfortunate  subjects 
who  live  under  their  influence  must  fall  victims  to 
satisfy  their  gluttonous  appetites,  and  the  state  they 
preside  in  will  be  treated  by  them  as  if  it  were 
given  by  Providence  into  their  hands  to  gratify  their 
cruel  and  destructite  passions. 

These  vices,  when  they  are  not  strong  enough  to 
work  the  mind  to  public  knavery  and  villany,  fre- 
quently throw  shackles  on  the  hearts  of  men,  who 
would  otherwise  act  uprightly,  and  restrain  them 
from  doing  that  which  is  warranted  by  justice  and 
honesty.  How  many  persons  has  this  country  pro- 
duced in  former  times  who,  convinced  of  the  true 
interest  of  Ireland,  have  avoided  and  declined  to 
puKue  it  for  fear  of  losing  a  little  inconsiderable  em- 
ployment no  way  suitable  to  their  rank  or  fortunes  T 
Can  there  be  a  more  melancholy  prospect  than  to 
see  men  of  the  greatest  abilities,  qualities,  and  es- 
tate make  it  their  utmost  desire  to  be  admitted  tools 
to  a  court,  where  they  ought  to  preside,  and  make 
no  other  use  of  the  advantages  heaven  has  given 
them  than  to  support  those  at  the  helm  in  their  at- 
tempts to  destroy  the  State  1  Neither  do  these  mis- 
guided persons  consider  that  they  must  of  course  be 
involved  in  the  common  ruin,  and  fall  the  first  (be- 
cause they  are  the  greatest)  sacrifices  to  the  ambition 
^ce  of  evil  ministers. 


Our  age  affords  no  living  instance  of  this  nature, 
such  is  the  care,  justice,  and  reputation  of  our  go- 
vernors, and  the  independency  of  both  houses  of 
parliament. 

In  public  affairs,  it  is  the  duty  of  every  man  to  be 
free  from  personal  prejudices,  neither  ought  we  to 
oppose  any  step  that  is  taking  for  the  good  of  oar 
country  purely  because  those  that  are  the  contrivers 
and  advisers  of  it  are  obnoxious  to  us.  There  sxe 
but  too  many  precedents  of  this  nature*  ^rhere  men 
have  cast  the  most  black  colours  on  the  wisest  «f 
administrations,  because  those  that  had  the  directiaa 
of  a£Rurs  were  their  enemies  in  private  life,  and  tlua 
ill  way  of  judging  may  be  attended  with  dangeroos 
consequences  to  the  commonweal. 

Intrepidity  and  firmness  are  two  Tirtues  whith 
every  true  minister  must  be  master  of,  or  else  all  th» 
other  talents  he  is  possessed  of  are  uftrlfw  and 
barren. 

A  man  may  be  honest,  just,  and  righteous,  but  if 
he  is  fearful  and  timorous,  he  will  stagger  when 
these  great  qualities  are  most  needful  to  be  exerted 
for  the  good  of  his  country,  and  he  sinks  into  s 
lukewarm  patriot.  Some  men  of  integrity  have  bera 
prevailed  on  to  remain  quiet  and  inactive,  to  avoid 
the  reflections  cast  upon  them  by  vulgar  tongaek 
We  have  heard  of  considerable  men,  in  late  reigns, 
who  have  retired  into  the  country  and  left  the  power 
of  government  in  the  hands  of  others,  for  fear,  if 
they  opposed  the  measures  then  poiBuing,  tbey 
should  be  branded  with  the  odioua  names  of  Ja- 
cobites and  disaffected  persons.  Such  men  as  these, 
who,  though  honest  in  theor}*,  yet  fear  to  be  so  in 
practice,  should  consider  that  of  all  the  duties 
which  nature  first  required,  and  revealed  religion 
has  since  confirmed,  none  is  more  strong  or  more 
necessary  than  that  we  owe  to  our  country.  Who- 
ever, therefore,  when  be  has  formed  a  judgment  oa 
any  subject  relating  to  the  government,  yet  dreads 
to  declare  it  by  his  actions  in  that  station  of  liie 
where  he  is  naturally  called  upon  to  do  so,  becocncs 
by  his  inactivity  a  party  to  the  very  measures  his 
reason  blames  and  his  conscience  condemns. 

In  England,  this  pusillanimity  is  more  to  be  warded 
against  than  in  most  other  countries,  for  whenever 
there  has  appeared  an  ill-deserving  minister,  one  of 
his  chief  views  has  been  to  traduce  and  terrify  those 
who  have  had  the  courage  to  adhere  inviolably  to 
the  liberties  of  the  subject.  This  method,  too  gene- 
rally pursued,  and  the  situation  of  afiairs  hne,  have 
always  furnished  the  tools  of  a  government  with 
means  to  oblige  their  masters  and  obey  their  com- 
mands in  this  particular.  But  a  bold  and  daring 
patriot  will  weigh  his  actions  in  the  scale  of  reason 
and  justice,  and  when  once  they  are  agreeable  to 
those  principles,  he  will  pursue  his  course  steadily, 
and,  despising  all  his  enemies  can  aay  of  hb  beha- 
viour,  will  not  suffer  their  malice  to  be  a  protectioa 
to  their  wickedness.  Such  a  patriot  will  propose  bo 
other  prospect  but  the  public  good  of  the  oooudob- 
wealth,  and  if  in  attaining  that  great  end,  by  the 
villany  of  the  times  he  ahould  fall  a  martyr  to  his 
coimtry,  he  will  with  comfort  consider  that  he  has 
answered  the  will  of  his  Maker,  who  sent  him  into 
the  world  to  do  goodi  or  die  rather  than  not  oppose 
evil. 

Here  might  we  go  back  into  history  and  see  witb 
what  great  lustre  the  names  of  such  heroes  are  de- 
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^  down  to  pcterity,  and  how  nueh  mora  they  I  fo^j-        ... 
«te«a.d  who  p«i.h  in  .  good  cauM  Uum  tt^J     b^.?'~'"*'  '^^  ""^  «'>«y  «J«ein.»l»e.  dionld  be 
.  triumph  in  a  bad  one.    Bat  thi.  i.  unneS«S^     ta  .5*  i'*'.""~°""''^««J™P«tlUtrib«Ml- foj 


or 


^^Uee,  and  BO  nun  i,  injured  j^  y,  u^,™" 

mmonwealth  to  promote  the  wel&re  of  it  a.  m»Kh 
hu«tuaUon  in  life  will  permit  him;  «"the^ 

.eir  teal  with  u  much  .Incerity  a.  tho^  of^!^^ 
.    figure  or  power     Such  a.  can  hive  no^her  w^ 
lumtiei  of  publiahing  their  thought,  but  bv  comm J" 

!a   h JSnSS  **i!  ^Ho'-objecu  in  matter,  which  pej- 
1   fl'P' »*''«"™«  mwht  eeeape  their  knowledae  ^. 

■     Je  J.^  thJTiSolt'^"' '"  P^*'"""'  «•  «he  greateat 
jewel  that  adonu  our  government,  and  frtouentlv 

were  attempting  the  .ubvenion  of  the  conatitution 
It  ha.  indeed  frequenUy  been  dangerou.,  3  oXn 
deattucttve  to  patriot,  who  havTiSle  Ae^t  u^ 

ri5  r.  "?','"'»<"'»  '"""•e^  men  of  honour,  honeitv 

"iJl°K^ft   ""fv'"'  *'  '*•»«•  God  hM  eSi 
aowed  them  with  m  (he  wrvice  of  their  coumZ 

f^i^sruii^-rpuirrgor  '--^ »-  '-^•- 

oJSleSSS  S:e*'n^\irt"-^'^« 
prore  it  than  th«>  fe-«^M«M»  «iflnUpis  toat  oare  been 
made  to  dcatroy  tt  under  pretence  of  rettraining  it. 
Wicked  men  mutt  naturally  labour  to  have  their 
wicked  actions  concealed,  or  at  least  so  published 
that  persons  should  credit  the  glosses  which  they 
themselTes  throw  upon  them ;  but  the  Judicious  part 
of  mankind  will  be  informed  of  every  circumstance 
before  they  peremptorily  giye  an  opinion  on  any 
matter  whatsoever. 

In  civil  cases  no  man's  word  ought  to  be  taken  in 
his  own  cause,  nor  when  he  attempts  to  justify  an 
action  he  is  accused  of,  but  all  parties  must  be  heard 
before  the  court  can  proceed  to  give  sentence,  and 
therefore  the  people  of  England  will,  in  public  mat- 
ters, expect  the  same  usage  before  they  determine  to 
blame  or  applaud  any  action  whatsoever  In  which 
they  are  concerned. 

It  is  but  too  much  the  misfortune  of  the  country 
we  live  in  if  those  in  power  grow  wanton  in  the  abuse 
of  it,  and  endeavour  to  maintain  themselves  in  the 
enjoyment  of  it  by  illegal  and  unwarrantable  mea- 
sures, and  any  among  them  shsll,  by  the  influence  of 
their  consciences,  be  prevailed  on  to  oppose  such 
steps  as  they  judge  wicked  and  dangerous,  that  they 
are  styled  by  the  leading  men  of  the  p^rty  they  were 
engaged  in  (and  consequently  refuted  by  their  nu- 
merous train  of  sycophants  and  followers)  deserters 
of  their  friends,  because  such  honest  men  refuse  to 
be  what  they  esteem  betrayers  of  their  country. 

There  have  been  grandees  only  remarkable  by 
their  greatness,  and  their  greatness  has  been  all 
without  them.  They  resemble  certain  fruitless  moun- 
tains in  some  parta  of  the  world  which  I  have  been 
in,  which  produce  neither  herb  nor  plant.  They 
seem  to  touch  heaven  with  their  stately  tops,  yet 
serve  the  earth  for  no  measure  of  use  or  benefit  at 
all.  Therefore  their  sterility  makes  their  height 
accursed. 

What  care  such  ministen  how  much  the  people 
are  provoked  t  They  had  rather  that  their  whole 
country  should  be  involved  in  all  the  miseries  and 
desolations  of  a  dvil  war,  or  be  made  a  prey  to  a 


attend 


coujitrie.  Uiey  ^Pp.nU^^^^'S^l;:^'^ 
turn  away  fiom  aU  State,  an  evU  wWch  ta  the  «^ 

To  conclude :  as  the  first  advances  of  evil  minister. 
W  been  commonlv  base  and  sbamefu^Ttt^H^^ 
grew  wicked  and  destructive,  their  short  ^ntin^ 
ances  attended  with  hasard  akd  amtiedil  ^  ?k  "" 
edip^s  have  ever  been^S  fi  SS'he'SlKs'S::! 
perate.  They  are  generaUy  surprised  with  ruin  ^ 
their  defeat  is  like  that  of  Vorlo^  troo^;  wTh  "^ 
cut  in  pieces  before  they  can  rally  o.  »• '     ^    " 


A  FOURTH  LETTER ;  ASCRIBED  TO  THE  RIGHT  HON. 

THE  LORD  C— F  J— ST— E  W , 

"  Ciwctt  nib  pondara  Tirtos.'* 
My  Loan, — As  the  greatest  and  most  remarkable 
heroes  could  never  have  left  their  names  immor- 
talued  to  posterity  had  not  the  dangers  which  tried 
their  unexampled  virtues  happily  exposed  themselves, 
so  we  should  never  have  so  truly  experienced  thoee 
extraordinary  innate  prindples  of  justice  which  are 
so  wonderfuUy  centered  in  you,  had  not  a  cause  suf- 
ficient to  prove  them  fortunately  intervened.  A  true 
subject  ought  never  to  omit  anything  that  may  or 
can  be  serriceable  to  his  prince ;  and  when  tlttt  is 
performed,  the  justice  of  the  cauae  can  never  be 
disputed.  Nor  ought  a  mean  or  private  person's 
opinion  to  the  contrary  be  put  in  balance  with  the 
opinion  of  one  of  your  lordship's  judgment  and 
justice. 

The  common  people  are  a  many-beaded  monster, 
alien  to  knowledge  and  strangen  to  reason — that 
distinguishing  quality  of  mankind.  Their  ideas  are 
gross  and  [word  oblitirated],  not  able  to  comprehend 
anvthing  beyond  their  own  natural  activity-'«pt  to 
believe,  because  they  know  not  how  to  contradict ; 
choosing  rather,  out  of  their  natural  aversion  to  rea- 
son, to  follow  the  gross  errora  of  one  of  their  own 
unthinking  multitude  than  the  most  wise  or  most 
prudent  counsellor,  as  a  whole  flock  of  sheep  will 
follow  the  firat  that  scatters,  though  it  leads  them 
into  a  pit. 

A  late  author,  famed  for  controversy,  very  well 
underatood  this  when,  to  bring  the  minds  of  a  whole 
people  to  his  will,  he  took  upon  him  the  name  of  a 
Drapier,  knowing  their  obstinate  tempers  would 
rather  bend  to  one  of  their  own  stamp  than  nod  at 
the  sight  of  a  gentleman.  In  which  he  was  pretty 
successful,  and  under  that  title  pretended  to  know 
more  law,  justice,  and  equitv  than  your  lordship ; 
and  would  induce  his  loving  brethren  to  have  the 
same  humble  opinion  of  his  own  abilities. 

But  persons  of  more  learning  and  judgment, 
whose  minds  are  free  from  those  gross  mists  of  error, 
do  and  will  still  believe  that,  as  your  lordship  ^^^ 
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e™  been  famou.  and  remarkable  ^r  your  impar^a. 
luBtice,  so  you  wiU  continuaUy  shine  m  m^  ute 
of  a  preroittire  you  arc  «o  happUy  powewed  of  imd 
^  .^weTacquinted  with,  notwithrtaading  the  be. 
lief  of  the  inconstant  Tulgar. 

I  am.  with  all  respect,  my  lord, 

Your  lordship's  most  obedient  humbte  wrrant. 
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THE  JACKS  PUT  TO  THEIR  TRUMPS. 

gratitude  and  ragard.] 

«•  JxMES  II.  w«  totaUy  igno«nt  how  to  lupport 
the^t  of  hi.  coin.    He  h«l  but  one  i^«b°»» 

McTuTure  to  fail.  His  excepUom  to  the  circu- 
E'o"rtot  though  a  d»m.y  attempt  *tb«?» 
tn«p«t  were  Tenr  injurious  to  iU  credit.  Probably, 
UTLT^X  rf?wTousand  pounds^^ KSi 
Ld  made  hU  copper  tokens  <^^^\^^Znt 
Sve  kept  up  their  credit,  as  long  at  least  as  things 
w^  on  well  in  the  country;  and  It  ^o"W  have 
W  time  enough  for  the  r^rictUm  after  the  batUe 

^__^__^«,  financiers,  soon  found  himself 
back  rapiaI^!MMi^^^jxumetal  tokens  came 
taxes  and  assessments.  ITeyNliN^afasiq^t  of  all 
their  nominal  Tcdue,  but  in  the  common  tran 
of  business  they  fell  almost  to  their  intrinsic  woith. 
He  could  fix  a  denomination  upon  his  coin ;  but  the 
seller  of  any  article  could  fix  a  price  upon  his  com- 
modity to  meet  the  arbitrary  denomination.  If  a 
piece  of  metal  worth  one  penny  be  tendered  for  a 
shilling,  the  seller  of  a  pennyworth  of  bread  has  only 
to  ask  a  shilling  for  it,  and  the  difficulty  is  got  rid 
of.  James  was  pusxled  at  this.  He  found  it  ne- 
cessary, in  order  to  keep  his  scheme  of  currency 
afloat,  to  take  one  step  more,  and  fix  a  price  upon 
commodities,  as  he  had  settled  a  value  upon  his  coin. 
"Having  done  this,  hU  views  suddenly  enlarged. 
He  found  that  money  might  be  made  of  it ;  and  he 
turned  merchant  himself.  He  bou^t  large  qnan- 
titles  of  butter,  com,  hides,  wool,  and  other  articles 
at  such  prices  as  he  thou^t  proper  to  give,  and  he 

faid  for  all  by  a  few  pounds'  weight  of  tin  or  copper, 
t  is  easy  to  believe  that  he  was  no  welcome  customer ; 
but  he  had  persons  employed  to  find  out  who  had 
goods  to  sell,  and  none  dared  to  refuse  to  deal  with 
a  customer  who  had  forty-two  regiments  of  foot  and 
fourteen  of  cavalry.  All  those  commodities  he  shipped 
to  France,  where  they  were  sold  for  his  own  account. 
By  this  traffic  he  realised  large  sums  of  money  at  the 
expense  of  his  subjects. 

^  There  can  be  no  question  that  the  following  ballad, 
upon  internal  evidence,  may  be  as  fairly  attributed 
to  dean  Swift  as  many  efiiisions  which  have  appeared 
in  several  editions  of  his  works ;  but  when  it  is  stated 
that  the  pamphlet  from  which  it  is  copied  was  found 
among  a  bundle  of  broadsides,  most  if  not  all  of 
which  are  well  known  to  be  Swift's  composition, 
and  when  it  is  remembered  how  many  of  the  pro- 
ductions of  Swift's  muse  about  the  period  when  this 
*  Tale  of  King  James*s  Shilling'  was  printed  (1714) 
are  unknown,  and  to  which  the  dean  himself  has 
made  especial  reference,  it  will  be  admitted  that  this 
ballad  deserves  more  than  ordinary  consideration, 
especially  if  it  be  possible  to  trace  in  it  the  germs  of 
feeling  which  afterwards  displayed  themselves  so 
vigorously  in  the  Drapier's  opposition  to  Wood's 
coinage,  and  which  have  formed  an  immortal  wreath 
ir  the  brow  of  Swift,"— T.  C.  Choker. 


A   TALB  or 

I. 
How  wondrous  fickle  is  this  worid! 

How  Fortune's  wheel  turns  round ! 
The  spoke  that  is  to-day  at  top. 

To-morrow  's  on  the  ground. 

II. 
When  once  in  dost  a  monarch 's  laid, 

His  honour  soon  is  gone ; 
All  in  an  instant  tack  about 

And  court  the  rising  sun. 

III. 
True  fiiendship  with  Astnea  went. 

And  took  to  heav'n  her  fiight, 
For  she  and  loyalty  long  since 

Were  banish'd  Ireland  quite. 

IV. 

The  name  of  Christians  we  assume, 

But  are  than  pagans  worse; 
There  's  few  amongst  us  who  have  more 
Religion  than  a  horse. 

v. 
Beligion  a  chimera  ptov^  ; 

Heaven  has  our  pray'w  the  lean , 
iLikiir  sincere  devotion's  paid 

L 

'vt:- 

While  my  dear  master  smiled  on  ne^ 

Whose  image  still  I  bear, 
I  was  a  welcome  guest  to  all, — 

Was  courted  everywhere. 

VII. 

The  gentleman  and  tradesman  too 

My  company  approved ; 
In  city  and  at  court  I  dwelt, 

And  was  by  all  beloved. 

VIII. 

The  miser  hugg'd  me  in  his  arms, 
And  lock'd  me  in  his  chest. 

And  never  once  his  visit  iail'd 
Before  he  went  to  rest. 

n. 
The  ladies  did  my  shapes  approve. 

My  features,  Ukh  admired ; 
Where  e'en  my  king  could  never  go 

Securely  I  retired. 

X. 

Within  their  bosoms  lay  all  day. 
And  revell'd  in  their  aims ; 

I  was  myself  aU  over  love. 
And  they  all  over  eharma. 

XI. 

Thus  for  a  time  I  liVd  seeure. 
And  at  mv  heart's  content ; 

But  soon  I  found  a  wondrous  change 
On  Will's  esUblishment. 

XII. 

Some  few,  indeed,  my  stamp  did  pviae. 

As  high  as  e*er  before ; 
Tet,  as  the  revolution  grew, 

I  wasted  more  and  more. 

XIII. 

Those  few  at  last  veer'd  quite  about. 
And  Join'd  in  my  diagnoe ; 

They  cried,  my  master's  son  and  I 
Came  both  of  bastard  raee^ 
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That  I  had  ncTer  seen  the  light, 

If  James  had  never  run : 
That  I  at  Dublin  waa  begit, 

And  was  a  canon's  son. 

XV. 

°^\'^°'**"P*'  ^  •'^^'rt,  I  fell. 
Which  was  a  rery  hard  thing. 
They  scurrilously  nsed  me  there 
Tor  nothing  but  a  &rthing. 

Mad,  you  may  think,  to  be  thus  used. 

ThOUffh  miBM*K1ir  n«wv.  ^ 
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whS?Si  ~r»*»"*"»«> Vher  friend  mJ 
Whom  the  Editor  returna  bia  gnteAil  acknowU 
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wone. 


Though  miserably  poor, 
Thinking  I  eonldn't  well  be 
To  England  I  came  o'er. 

XVII. 

But,  to  my  sorrow,  when  I  came, 
Like  treatment  there  I  found  • 

No  Jacobite  amongst  *em  all      ' 
My  former  value  own'd. 

.  XVIII. 

AllWiU's,  and  best  of  Anna's,  reign. 
No  better  was  my  state ; 

/  I**  ]f^^''^  "J^''  ^th  hopes 
I  should  be  fortunate. 


XIX. 


His  fcther'scanror  advance- 
Ithoi^et'haT*-i,_  •"'™>   „-«, 

And  welcom'd  him  from  France; 


XX. 


In  greater  lustre  thoui^t  to  shine, 
Long  hoped  to  be  preferred, 

T*  have  laid  the  father's  image  down* 
For  that  of  James  the  Third. 

XXI. 

But  an  my  hopes  abortive  proved. 
In  need  he  round  no  friend ; 

There  wasn't  one  amongst  'em  all 
Would  saU  against  the  wind. 

XXII. 

Misfortunes  never  come  alone : 

Just  before  Anna  died. 
By  Whig  and  Tory  too  was  I 

Most  basely  mortified. 

xxiti. 
No  piece  thai  wore  m'  unhanpy  Ihoe 

Amongst  the  rogues  would  pass 
For  any  more  than  what  would  prove 

To  be  my  weight  in  brass. 

xxtv. 

And  now  king  Geoige  and  all  his  tribe 

Is  settled  in  the  nation, 
I  still  a  harder  fate  do  dread, 

A  far  worse  transmigration. 

XXV. 

Some  founder  soon  will  melt  me  down, 
And  sell  my  despised  mettle 

To  some  damn'd  tinker  in  the  street 
To  mend  some  whore's  damn'd  kettle. 

XXVL 

Take  warning,  brother  Jacks,  by  me. 

Before  'tis  quite  too  late ; 
Think  what  will  be  your  next  remove 

If  you  should  transmigrate. 

XXV 11. 

If  you  at  Tybum  chance  to  swing. 
You  're  broQght  all  to  such  passes, 

That  when  you  quit  your  present  shapes 
You'll  change,  I  fsar,  to  assea. 


Hamilton,  and 
— '•  ""^  Bnbaiou,  to 
aclmowledgmenta.] 

Sir      \f «   .4R.-  ^^doD,  Fabruary  li.  mi. 

l^^^i  .o^as"? in';fH"SS"^  ^  ^'^  to 

irouid  not  be  limited  in  point  of  pl.S    '  ^"^  * 

day,  Ml  suppoie  you  mU  know  fthe  «Jn»r  ^I 
deferred,  thougli  tinected  er.™  ..Jf  k  .  .«."*  '** 
.on,.  diiBculti'es.  l^bl]^7y  7<^^ou,^L^J^ 
hence.    I  wi.h  our  (Hend.  of  iVeuKih  hf^  .^ 
there,  would  b.  .  Utue  more  3.^SS  iTlh^f^ 
ch«cter,  and  «,me  of  them  more  SStaWe      H  k 
.mpo«.ble  to  pie...  .hem  tU.    You^l  trfte  ." 
a  mort  cunory  .tyle,  but  may  gue«i  thTreal^i^  ^ 
hope  the  queen  wUl  be  in  tl^rZllT^^    ^ 
your  most  obedipr^t  I-  ^vtnrtia  9v/m, 

To  Joshua  Dawson,  esq.,  at  the  Castle  of  Dublin, 
Ireland. 

Pray  bum  this,  and  let  me  know  you  have  re- 
ceived it. 

[A  true  and  literal  copy  in  all  respects.] 


A  LEASE  OF  COLEMINE. 


[Fram  the  curiooi  doeoment  here  gliga  obligingly  eornma- 
nieatad  to  the  editor  hj  Mr.  Onar  Otway.  it  would  clearly  ap- 
pear, in  addition  In  the  etidence  rajiplird  in  the  '*  Life,**  that 
Bwift  wsa  one  of  die  few  deane  of  St.  Patrick**  othedtal  who 
took  any  eaie  of  the  property  belonging  to  H.  **  There  are 
docamenta  abo  to  show  that  he  did  his  bek  to  check  muappro- 
prlatton  and  arreat  the  waeteftil  tnnim  which  were  ooBunHtod 
on  ehnaoh  piopeity.*'|— C.  Q. 


[Hie  Mlowfaig  endonenent  Is  made  by  deaa  Swift.  In  hie 
own  hand-wiiting.  on  the  bndi  of  a  leeae,  ande  by  the  dean 
and  chapter  of  St.  Patrick's,  to  one  Allrn.  of  the  lands  of  Cole- 
mine,  in  the  county  of  DabUn.]— C.  O. 

A.D.  1S84. 

A  lease  of  Colemine,  made  by  that  rascal  dean 
Jones,  and  the  knaves  or  fools  his  chapter,  to  one 
John  Allen,  of  81  years,  to  commence  m>ni  the  ex- 
piration of  a  lease  of  81  years  made  in  1983.  So 
that  here  was  a  lease  of  161  years  of  253  acres  in 
Tatagard  parish,  within  3  miles  of  Dublin,  for  2L  per 
annum ;  this  would  not  expire  till  the  year  1744,  and 
the  lands  are  now  probably  worth  150^  per  annum, 
and  so  near  Dublin,  and  could  not  then  be  worth 
less  than  50A  per  annum.  How  this  lease  was  sur- 
rendered I  cannot  tell. 

Jonathan  Swift. 

Jan.  31. 1714. 
[True  copy.-^Cssar  Otway,  minor  canon,  St.  Pa- 
trick's.] 


(Prom  the  "  Oeutleman*s  Magaiine.**) 


Jan.  S. 


JSiB, — Approving  much  of  your  plan  of  giving  oc- 
onally  the  autographs  of  persons  of  eminence,  I 


8S4 

enclose  you  for  that  purpose  two  origin»l  papen  of 
IwMpope.  ThSugh  they  are  short.  e«!h  con- 
totoa  an  article  of  liteiaiy  hUtory.]       ^^  ^^  ^^^ 

Then  received  of  Mr.  Benjamin  Tooke  the  sum 
of  forty%nd.  sterling  to  fuU  for  the  ongrnal 
^py  ofVe  third  part  of  sir  WiUiam  Temple's  Me- 
moirs.    1  «iy  received  by  me,  ^^^^^^^^  ^^^^ 

Aaguft  16. 1782. 

^'KTw^^ce^Iitil/have  V^^'^r^^.J.'^ 
other  bookseUer.  AU  I  could  now  do  was  to  speak 
to  Mr.  GiUiTer,  as  you  requested.  *»  «"«  ?°"  ^"! 
Share  you  would  have  in  the  property,  i^d  to  Kt 
^  my  obligation  and  covenant  vrilh  him  so  far 
to  .^  the^ean  «id  yourself.  You  «»nnot  oh- 
i^cflSnk.  with  any  reason  to  the  terms  which  he 
ws.  uSwhlch  at  the  first  word  he  agreed  to. 
^'  I  am.  ur,  your  friend  and  servant. 

To  Mr.  Motte.  Alkxande.  Pofb. 


APPENDIX  OF  MI3CBLLANB0US  PAPERS. 


(Vnm  (bt  •'  Genllemsn's  Hspxina."} 

Mr.  Enrrom-At  an  inn  kept  by  a  worthy  friend 

of  mtae  at  WiUoughby.  near  JHventry.  known  by 

fee  sSn  of  the  FoSr  Crosses,  deui  Swift  •ometanes 

dent^en  on  his  Journey  into  the  north  of  EngUnd. 

Kito  the  iean's  visiting  the  hou^  It  w^» 

kMWB  by  the  name  of  the  Three  Crosses.     The 

l.^^v  oayiwf,  as  the  dean  considered,  too  much 

S^  to'Z  "mmon  folk.  «id  neglecting  h  « 

Sr  he  considered  her  a  fair  object  for  his 

»titS'v?it.  and  with  a. diamond  ^^^^^l 

followinK  lines  on  tiie  window  of  the  bur,  wlwcn 

were    o*be  seen  tiU  within  these  few  yean  (a-  can 

Wtterted  by  respectable  pe«ons  U«ng).  but  by 

some  accident  the  glass  was  broken:— 

The  sign  was  i""'«<i^t.ly  altered  «Jt  O^pres^^^ 
appcftn* 


SWYFTE; 

ULSTER  KING  01?  AMiS. 


Brtan  Swtfte  had,  by  the  gyfte  of  bishoppe  Bea- 
MOMDB,  biahoppe  of  Durham,  one  halfe  of  the  moietie 
of  the  lordshippe  of  AUergille  to  him  and  hia  heires 
for  ever,  to  hold  upon  hU  earledome  of  Sadbridge, 
yeeldinge  and  painge  the  eight  part  of  a  knighte's 
fee.     He  marr.  and  had  issue  Humffrey. 

HuMFFRAT  Swtfte  of  AUeiigiU  marr.  the  daughter 
of  \word  obliterated]  Alexander  of  Beddicke,  and 
they  had  issue  John,  Alexander,  Margaret,  and 
Jane.  Maroarett  marr.  to  John  Howton  of 
Hunwicke ;  Jane  marr.  Io'Thos.  Willat  of  Whithil. 

John  Sw  vFTEof  AUergill  marr.  Mabib,  the  daughter 
of  John  Hbdworthe,  and  they  had  issue  Edmond, 
Br  IAN,  Christopher,  Elizabeth,  and  Ursula.  £u. 
lABBTH  marr.  to  Thomas  Swinburne,  of  Catton,  in 
the  countie  of  Nortbumberiand ;  Ursula  mar.  to 
John  Bainbridob. 

Edmond  Swyptb  marr.  Maroarett,  the  daughter 
of  Thomas  Trollopi,  of  Thomley,  esq.,  and  they 
had  issue  Anthony,  Catharine,  Alis,  and  Mary. 
Catharine  marr.  to  John  Kilungall  of  Middellton- 
George ;  Alis  marr.  to  Richard  Pollarde,  of 
Bishoppes  AwUand ;  Mary  marr.  to  Richard  Luars, 
of  Durham. 

Anthony  Swyftb  marr.  the  daughter  of  sir  Richard 
SuRTAYS,  of  Dinnisdall,  and  they  had  issue  Robert. 

Robert  Swyftb  marr.  two  wives,  and  had  issue 
by  the  fiiste;  his  firste  wife  the  daughter  of  Willi  ami 
Hansord,  of  Wallworth,  and  they  had  issue  Jive 
cbildren^TnoMAs,  John,  Robeet,  and  iii  daughters. 
John  marr.  the  daughter  of  John  Washington,  and 
died  without  issue;  Maroarett  marr.  to  John  Vin- 
cent; Alice  marr.  to  Robt.  Toungb;  Marie  marr. 
to  John  Coniars,  a  younger  brother  of  the  house  of 
Harrodcm. 

Robert  Swyfte,  the  third  son  of  Robert,  marr.  to  I 


twowyres,  and  he  marr.  to  his  firste  wyffeCATjiARiNE 
the  daughter  of  Richard  Bosyill,  of  Gunthwaite, 
esquier,  and  she  died  without  issue;  after  whose 
death  he  married  a  widowe  of  London,  who^e  name 
was  Anne,  and  an  ale-brewer's  wyffe,  but  she  wus 
of  great  worshippe,  by  whom  he  obtuned  great 
welthe  and  abundance  of  treasur ;  he  had  issue  by 
her  Robert,  William,  Anne,  and  Maroarett  ;  one 
maiT.  to  Lyon  Reasby,  of  Thriyer,  and  liad  issue ;  the 
other  to  Mr.  Wattbrton,  of  Walton,  esquier.  This 
Anne  died  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  God  1339,  when 
she  had  lired  67  years ;  and  the  said  Robert  Swyfte 
dyed  in  the  viii  day  of  Auguste,  anno  Domini  1561, 
being  of  the  age  of  fourscore  and  four  years,  wher 
he  lyeth  buried  betwixt  bothe  his  w^Yea  at  the  east 
ende  of  the  churche  of  Rotherham. 

Robert  Swyfte,  the  eldeste  sonne  of  Robert 
Swyfte  of  Rotheram,  marr.  the  daughter  and  soUe 
heir  of  Wickerslay,  in  whose  right  he  was  seized  of 
Wickerslay-Swinton  in  the  countie  of  Yorke, 
Beighton,  in  the  countie  of  Darby,  Babworth,  Bolam, 
with  certain  other  lands,  and  they  had  issue  iii 
daughters  and  heirs ;  one  marr.  Mr.  Leake,  second 
to  Mr.  Wortley,  and  the  third  to  Mr.  Jessoppe. 

William  Swyfte,  second  son  of  Robert  Sviftb 
of  Rotheram,  marr.  Maroarett,  daughter  of  UtcH 
WiRRALL,  of  LoYenall,  esquier,  and  they  had  issue 
Robert  Swyftb,  Anne,  and  Barbara.    Anwe  mar. 
to  Ralph  Beeston,  esquier;  Barbara  to  Ma.  £n> 

neb  BY. 

Robert  Swyfte,  esquier,  mair.  Bridget,  third 
daughter  and  coheir  of  sir  Francis  Hasting es, 
knighte,  and   they  haye   issue  Edward  and  one 

daughter. 

Copied  from  the   original   by  me,  W.  Betium, 
Ulster  King  of  Arms,  20th  February,  1841. 


THR  END. 


U>iMkm :  Printed  by  William  Clowes  and  Som,  Stamford  Stxvel. 
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